
Bangladeshi held
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 62-year-old
Bangladeshi national has
been apprehended by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) from near the
India-Pakistan interna-
tional border in Punjab, a
force spokesperson said
Friday. Mohammed
Mahmud Alam Tulu was
intercepted by BSF per-
sonnel on Thursday night
in the forward area of
Roranwala Khurd village
in Amritsar district. The
man was approaching the
border fence from the
Indian side and going
towards Pakistan, the
spokesperson said. 

Sonia recovering 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi who was admitted
to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
here on Wednesday with a
viral infection is stable and
is recovering well, doctors
attending on her said on
Friday. "Mrs Sonia Gandhi,
Chairperson UPA, who is
admitted at the hospital
for a viral respiratory
infection is stable and is
making a gradual recov-
ery," said a statement
from the hospital. The 76-
year-old Congress leader
was accompanied by her
daughter Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra when she was
admitted to the hospital on
Wednesday.

Bomb hoax 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: An email about
bomb planted in a private
school, which later turned
out to be a hoax, sent the
police and the school
authorities into tizzy in
Bengaluru on Friday. The
school located at
Basaveshwara Nagar
received the mail about
bomb being planted in the
institution. The school
management informed the
police, which rushed to the
spot along with bomb dis-
posal and sniffer dog
squads. The students were
taken out of the classrooms
and were put up in a safe
place, a police officer said.

NIA chargesheet
PPaattnnaa:: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
on Friday filed a
chargesheet against an
accused in 'Gazwa-e-Hind'
case here, an official said.
The chargesheet was filed
against the accused
Marghoob Ahmad Danish
alias "Tahir Ahmed", a res-
ident of Phulwarisharif, in
the NIA special court in the
case relating to radicaliza-
tion of impressionable
youth over various social
media platforms for carry-
ing out violent terrorist
acts, a spokesperson of the
federal agency said. The
case was initially regis-
tered on July 14 last year
at the Phulwarisharif
police station, and re-reg-
istered by the NIA eight
days later.
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Police personnel during the
Police Week Parade, at Police
Parade Ground, AD Nagar, in

Agartala, Friday.
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New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Friday it is a "matter of
concern" that the govern-
ment is sending back the
names reiterated by the
Collegium for judgeship in
constitutional courts de-
spite there being nothing in
the present scenario to pre-
vent the appointment post
reiteration.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and A S Oka observed
that nothing prevents the
legislature from bringing in
a better system for appoint-
ment of judges to constitu-
tional courts but till the time
the law holds it must be im-
plemented.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for one
of the petitioners, said even
the names reiterated by the
Collegium have been sent
back by the government

"That is a matter of con-
cern. We have already
flagged it in the last order,"
said the bench, which was
hearing a matter related to
the alleged delay by the
Centre in clearing the
names recommended by the
Collegium for appointment
as judges to the Supreme
Court and high courts. It
said the government may
have its own views when a
recommendation is made

but it can't be kept on hold
without sending back the
comments on it. "What is to
be done is that comments
can be sent to us. We will
look into the comments, see
whether we want to reiter-
ate it or drop the name. If we
reiterate the name, then
there is, as per the present
scenario, nothing which can
prevent the appointment," it
said.

The bench said every sys-
tem has its positives and
negatives and neither any-
one is saying that there is a
perfect system nor can there
be a perfect system.

Justice Kaul observed the
grave concern is, "are we
creating an environment
where meritorious people
have hesitancy in giving
their consent (for judge-
ship). It is happening. I have
seen it happening."

The bench said the delay

in clearing the names deter
people from giving consent.

When the bench asked
Attorney General R
Venkataramani about the
five names recommended by
the collegium last month for
elevation as judges of the
apex court, he requested the
court to defer it, saying he is
looking into the matter.
"This should not take time.
They are already existing
chief justices and senior
judges," Justice Kaul said.
The bench also observed, "If
you look at the statements
made in the parliament and
otherwise, the court itself at
times has considered the
view of the government and
dropped names. That has
also happened." The top
court said it is not that every
name recommended by the
high court's Collegium goes
through and this shows the
scrutiny.

Panipat (Hry), Jan 06 (PTI):

Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge
slammed the Centre on
Friday over a host of is-
sues, including inflation
and unemployment, and
accused it of making tall
promises during election
time and going back on
those words after coming
to power.

Addressing a rally here
as part of the Congress's
Bharat Jodo Yatra, Kharge
said there is rising infla-
tion and unemployment in
the country but the gov-
ernment, led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), does not seem to be
bothered.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi, senior
party leaders Kumari
Selja, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, K C Venugopal,
Shaktisinh Gohil, Kiran
Choudhary and D K
Shivakumar were among
those present at the rally.

Kharge said Gandhi has
led the Bharat Jodo Yatra
for more than 3,000 kilo-
metres so far. The foot
march reached Haryana
from Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday evening.

The Congress chief said
essential items of use have
gone out of the common
man's reach because of the
rising inflation.

"In 45 years, unemploy-
ment was never so high.
Educated youngsters, in-

cluding those with degrees
in engineering and medi-
cine are without jobs, but
(Prime Minister
Narendra) Modiji and
(Union Home Minister)
Amit Shahji are not wor-
ried about them.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday filed
a supplementary charge
sheet against five individu-
als and seven companies be-
fore a court here in a money
laundering case related to
the alleged Delhi excise pol-
icy scam also involving
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia.

The ED, however, did not
name Sisodia as accused in
the case, and told the judge
that further investigation is
going on in the mater.

The report was filed be-
fore Special Judge M K
Nagpal who will take up the
matter for consideration on
Saturday.

The 2021-22 policy has
now been scrapped after al-
legations of irregularities
were made. The individuals
named in the charge sheet

are Vijay Nair, Sharath
Reddy, Binoy Babu,
Abhishek Boinpally and
Amit Arora. This is the sec-
ond prosecution complaint
(charge sheet) filed by the
federal investigative agency
in this case, registered
under various sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
The first was filed in
November last year.

A total of 12 entities,
which includes people ar-
rested by it in the case till
now, have been named in
the latest charge sheet,
sources said.

The money laundering
case stems from a CBI FIR
that had also named Sisodia
as an accused among oth-
ers. The CBI had raided the
premises of the deputy
chief minister and some
Delhi government bureau-
crats after filing the case.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

All passes issued to employ-
ees and visitors of airports
across the country have been
withdrawn by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
after it was found that a "dis-
torted" map of India was
printed on them, officials
said.
Map images of Jammu and
Kashmir, the Northeastern
region, Rajasthan and Gujarat
were wrongly depicted in the
passes issued at all Airports
Authority of India operated
airports and six Adani group-
run airports -- Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, Lucknow,
Thiruvananthapuram,
Guwahati and Mangaluru.
After it was found that the
images were "distorted", the
BCAS has withdrawn the
passes, an official privy to the
development said. In a com-
munication to the chairman of
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI), the BCAS said the

embedded hologram roll
being used is not according to
the sample hologram
approved by the BCAS.
"Keeping in view the serious-
ness of the issue, it is hereby
directed that all Aerodrome
Entry Permits (AEPs) issued
with holograms shall be with-
drawn and further printing
with these hologram roll shall
be stopped with immediate
effect," the letter said.
The BCAS also conveyed that
the AAI will conduct an
inquiry in the matter, find out
at which level the lapses
occurred, who is responsible
for procuring these hologram
rolls and take appropriate
action against the responsible
officers.
The AAI has been directed to
submit an action taken report
on the issue to the BCAS at
the earliest, it said.
A person, who is not a pas-
senger with a valid ticket,
requires an AEP that is issued
by the airport.

Joshimath, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A temple collapsed in
Singdhar ward of the
Himalayan town of
Joshimath on Friday
evening, further alarming
residents living under con-
stant fear of a major disas-
ter in the offing, officials
said.

According to local resi-
dents, there was no one in-
side the temple when the
incident occurred as it had
been abandoned after it de-
veloped huge cracks over
the past 15 days.

Huge cracks have ap-
peared in many houses
and nearly 50 families
have been moved to safer
locations, disaster man-
agement officials said.

Apart from them, 60
families living in a colony
meant for Vishnu Prayag
Jal Vidyut Pariyojana em-
ployees have been shifted
elsewhere, its director
Pankaj Chauhan said.

Marwari area where an
aquifer burst three days
ago is the worst hit.
Several houses there were
damaged in varying de-
grees while water from the
aquifer is constantly flow-
ing down with great force.

All construction activi-
ties related to mega proj-
ects like the Chardham all-
weather road (Helang-
Marwari bypass) and the
NTPC's hydel project have

been stopped till further
orders on the demand of
residents. The Auli rope-
way service has also been
stopped after a huge crack
developed beneath it, for-
mer president of the local
municipality Rishi Prasad
Sati said.

Land subsidence has
been going on for more
than a year but the prob-
lem has aggravated over
the past fortnight, he said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday clubbed and trans-
ferred to itself all petitions
pending before different
high courts seeking legal
validation for same-sex
marriages.

A bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and
Justices PS Narasimha
and JB Pardiwala asked
the Centre to file a joint
reply to the petitions by
February 15 and directed
their listing on March 13.

The bench said any peti-
tioner, if not available to
argue physically before the
court or unable to engage a
counsel or to travel to
Delhi, can avail the facility

of a virtual platform to
join the hearing.

The top court asked the
registry to provide links
for virtual hearing to all
parties who wish to ad-
dress the court virtually.

It asked advocate Kanu
Agarwal, appearing for the
Centre, and advocate
Arundhati Katju, repre-
senting the petitioners, to
file a written note on the
issue, cases laws and prece-
dents to be relied upon by
the parties, if any, and
share it among themselves
and with the court.

The bench asked advo-
cate Kanu Agarwal to en-
sure that no petitioner is
left out and the details of
all petitions are incorpo-

rated in the compilations
to be made.

During the arguments,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the bench since
a petition is ripe for hear-
ing before the Delhi High
Court, the top court could
either await its verdict or
transfer all the petitions to
itself. The counsel for mul-
tiple petitioners told the
bench they want the apex
court to transfer all the
cases to itself for an au-
thoritative pronounce-
ment on the issue and that
the Centre can file its re-
sponse to the top court.

The counsel said other
than the main petition,
several petitions are listed
seeking transfer of cases

pending in different high
courts including the Delhi
High Court, Gujarat High
Court and Kerala High
Court.

On January 3, the
Supreme Court had said it
will hear on January 6 the
pleas seeking transfer of
petitions for recognition of
same-sex marriages pend-
ing before high courts to
the apex court.

On December 14 last
year, the top court had
sought a response from the
Centre to two pleas seek-
ing transfer to the apex
court of the petitions pend-
ing in the Delhi High
Court for directions to
recognise same-sex mar-
riages. Prior to that, on

November 25 last year, the
apex court had sought the
response of the central
government to separate
pleas by two gay couples
seeking enforcement of
their right to marry and a
direction to the authorities
to register their marriage
under the Special
Marriage Act.

A bench headed by CJI
Chandrachud, who was
also part of the
Constitution bench which
in 2018 decriminalised con-
sensual gay sex, had in
November last year issued
notice to the Centre be-
sides seeking the assis-
tance of Attorney General
for India R Venkataramani
in dealing with the pleas.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

The seventh accused
in the Kanjhawala acci-
dent in which a 20-year-
old woman was dragged
by a car surrendered be-
fore police on Friday
evening, a senior officer
said.

Police on Friday ar-
rested another man,
Ashutosh, under suspi-
cion of shielding the ac-
cused.

According to the po-
lice, Ankush Khanna,
who is a brother of Amit,
one of the other six ac-
cused in the case, surren-
dered on Friday at
Sultanpuri Police

Station. Police had earli-
er arrested Deepak
Khanna (26), Amit
Khanna (25), Krishan
(27), Mithun (26), and
Manoj Mittal in the case.

After going through
CCTV footage and call
detail records, police ze-
roed in on two more sus-
pects -- Ashutosh and
Ankush Khanna -- and
said they were involved
in shielding the accused.

A 20-year-old woman
was killed in the early
hours of New Year after
her scooter was hit by
the car which dragged
her for 12 kilometres
from Sultanpuri to
Kanjhawala.

Two more arrests
in Kanjhawala case

SC clubs, transfers to itself all pleas pending
before different HCs on same-sex marriages

Govt sending back names reiterated
by Collegium matter of concern: SC

Cong chief Kharge trains guns at BJP-led
Centre over inflation, unemployment

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge addresses

a public rally during the
party's 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', in

Panipat, Friday.

PPaanniippaatt:: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
launched a scathing attack
on the BJP-led government
at the Centre over a host of
issues, including the
Agnipath scheme and GST.
Addressing a public meeting
here as part of the
Congress' Bharat Jodo
Yatra, he also said there are
two Indias -- one of farmers,
labourers, small shopkeep-
ers and unemployed youth
and the second of 200-300
people who hold the coun-
try's wealth.

Rahul targets BJP
govt over Agnipath

scheme, GST

Delhi excise scam

ED files supplementary
charge sheet against 12

Airport passes with ‘distorted’
map of India withdrawn

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI):

Aviation safety reg-
ulator DGCA on
Friday warned air-
lines that any non-

compliance with regula-
tions on handling unruly
passengers will be dealt
with strictly and invite en-
forcement action.

The advisory comes in the
backdrop of two shocking
incidents of urination on
Air India flights late last
year, which the airline failed
to report to the regulator.

In an advisory issued to
the airlines' head of opera-
tions, the DGCA reiterated
the responsibility of indi-

viduals -- pilot-in-command,
cabin crew and director in-
flight services -- towards
handling of unruly passen-
gers under various provi-
sions of Aircraft Rules, 1937,
DGCA regulations, circu-
lars and manuals of airlines
approved/ accepted by the
regulator.

"Head of operations are
hereby advised to sensitise
pilots, cabin crew and direc-
tor-in-flight services of their
respective airlines on the
topic of handling of unruly
passenger through appro-
priate means under intima-
tion to DGCA," the advisory
stated. Any non-compliance
towards applicable regula-

tions will be dealt with
strictly and invite enforce-
ment action, the regulator
added. Under the norms, if
an airline finds a passen-
ger's behaviour unruly, the
pilot-in-command has to file
a complaint, which is to be
investigated by an internal
panel. During the probe, the
airline can ban the flyer for
a maximum of 30 days. The
committee has to decide on
the matter within 30 days
and specify how long the
flyer can be kept from travel-
ling. If the panel fails to give
a decision within the stipu-
lated time, the passenger is
free to fly. In the recent past,
DGCA has noticed a few in-

cidents of unruly behaviour
and inappropriate conduct
by passengers during flight,
wherein "it is observed that
post holders, pilots and
cabin crew members have
failed to take appropriate ac-
tions", it said.

A drunk passenger al-
legedly urinated on a
woman passenger in the
business class of an Air
India New York-New Delhi
flight on November 26 last
year. Within 10 days of this
shocking incident, an ine-
briated passenger travel-
ling on Air India flight to
New Delhi from Paris uri-
nated on the blanket of a
passenger.

WINTER BONFIRE

Homeless people sit around a bonfire to warm themselves on a cold winter day on
roadside, in Kanpur, Friday.

D
G

C
A

 t
o

 a
ir

lin
es ‘Not complying with regulations on handling

unruly passengers to be dealt with strictly’

Temple collapses in Joshimath

Cracks appear in the houses due to landslides at the Joshimath 
of Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, Friday.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0066::  Durg Police
continued its operation
against online betting
Mahadev Book and busted its
Branch Number 233 which
was being operated at Budi
Ramnagar in District
Balaghat of Madhya Pradesh.
The accused were doing
transactions through various
bank accounts. 03 laptops, 13
mobiles and ATM cards were
recovered from the posses-
sion of 07 accused. Other mo-
bile numbers related to
Mahadev Book were discov-
ered. 

Police are going to conduct
micro analysis of obtained
bank accounts and mobile
numbers. The accused are
being quizzed to collect infor-
mation in respect of persons
conducting this illegal activi-
ty in other states. It was a
joint action of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Bhilai Bhatti
Police Station. 

While addressing media

persons here at the Police
Control Room in Sector 6,
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they are con-
ducting a special operation
against the online cricket
betting rackets. Under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nasar Siddhiqui, a
joint team of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Bhatti Police

Station was making efforts to
trace the people involved in
online betting rackets. Anti
Crime Cyber Unit and Bhilai
Bhatti Police Station had ear-
lier taken action against the
people who were operating a
branch of Mahadev Book. 

During the said action, evi-
dence was collected in rela-
tion to other persons associ-
ated with the online betting
Mahadev app. In this sequel,
the joint team got informa-
tion about some people who

were operating a branch of
Mahadev Book in Budi
Ramnagar of Balaghat. 

Acting on this tip off, a
joint team led by ACCU in-
charge Inspector Santosh
Mishra and Bhilai Bhatti SHO
Inspector KK Kushwaha con-
ducted a raid at Budi
Ramnagar. The team arrest-
ed seven persons red handed
while operating the online
betting racket in a rented
house and recovered 03 lap-
tops, 13 mobiles, ATM cards
and documents from them.
Legal action is being taken
against the accused by Police
Station Bhilai Bhatti.

The accused are identified
as Ankit Meshram (28) son of
Vijay Meshram a resident of
Panchrasta, Near Hanuman
Mandir, Supela Bhilai; Ashish
Meshram (20) son of Vijay
Meshram a resident of village
Savrikala Mohajri Lanjhi,
District Balaghat (MP);
Shobhit Gupta alias Vicky
Gupta (26) son of Raju Gupta
a resident of Panchrasta Near

Hanuman Mandir Supela
Bhilai; Narendra Sahare (20)
son of Hemraj Sahare a resi-
dent of village Savri Police
Station Lanjhi District
Balaghat (MP); Harsh Soni
(22) son of Ramlal Soni a resi-
dent of village Popat
Bhanegaon Police Station
Lanjhi District Balaghat (MP);
Lalit Patel (24) son of Nilaji
Patel a resident of village
Sherpar Police Station
Waraseoni District Balaghat
(MP); and Kapil Bisai (24) son
of Durga Prasad Bisai a resi-
dent of village Sherpar PS
Waraseoni District Balaghat
(MP).

Sub-Inspector RD Gendre
from Police Station Bhilai
Bhatti and ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Satyendra Mandhariya,
Constables Pradeep Singh,
Nitin Singh, Dhirendra Yadav,
Vikrant Kumar, Javed
Hussain from Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit played a vital role
in arresting the accused.

Five arrested for youth’s murder

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: Police
have arrested five ruffians
on charges of murder.
Following a petty dispute,
the accused attacked a
youth with a knife. Later
the injured youth suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
the hospital. Thereafter,
police launched search op-
erations and managed to
trap the accused.

CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar informed
that the incident occurred
on Sunday at Anand Petrol
Pump in Kumhari. Some
youth entered into an al-

tercation over some petty
issue. Soon, one of them
started to run away. Others
chased him and stabbed
him with a knife. The in-
jured Praveen Kumar
Yadav (21) of Deobaloda
was admitted to Medical
College Hospital in Raipur
where he succumbed to
his injuries.

On information,
Kumhari Police lodged a
case and investigations
were launched. Police ex-
amined the CCTV footages
of the petrol pump and
other places. Police man-
aged to trace the accused
on the basis of the vehicles

used by them.
The accused are identi-

fied as Yuvraj Sahu (19)
son o Yogeshwar Sahu a
resident of Ramnagar,
Vaishali nagar; Yugal
Nirmalkar (18) son of
Kejuram Nirmalkar a resi-
dent of Ramnagar,
Vaishali nagar; Rahul
Sahu (18) son of Laxman
Sahu a resident of
Kumhari; Shivam Pal
Bittu (18) son of Mohar
Singh Pal a resident
Kumhari and Rajay Soni
(20) son of Kamlesh Soni a
resident of Ramnagar
Vaishali Nagar. Further
investigations are on.

Mahadev Book Branch 233 busted in Balaghat

SSVSec X celebrates annual day ‘Kanaka Dhara’
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya,Sec-X,
celebrated its 34th Annual
Day 'KanakaDhara'  on
January 05,2023 amidst
great zest, vivacity and ex-
altation. Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Superintendent of
Police, Durg was the es-
teemed Chief Guest. He
was escorted by the digni-
taries and the Principal
Bipin Deshmukh. The func-
tion commenced with a pa-
triotic fervour of the State
Anthem by school choir fol-
lowed by the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp and gar-
landing the portraits of
Goddess Saraswati and the
holy patron of the school
the Parmacharya of
KanchiKamakottiPeetham
Sri Chandra
ShekharendraSaraswatiSw
amigal.

The programme was also
graced by V

Ramachandran, President
SSES, S Swaminathan,
Secretary, SSES, Dr
Jayaram Iyer Vice
President SSES, T
Venkatraman Treasurer
SSES, KG Murlidharan, S
Chandra Shekhar, RH
Karthikeyanmembers of
Management Committee,
Bipin Deshmukh, Principal
SSV, Harish Chandra
Chattwani,Vice Principal,
Shobha Nair and S Usha
Head Mistress, school staff,
the members of
PTA,Parents,members of
print and visual media.

On this occasion the
Principal of the school

Bipin Deshmukh accorded
a warm welcome to all on
behalf of SriSankara fra-
ternity and tabled the an-
nual school report. S
Swaminathan, secretary
Sri Sankara Education
Society, welcomed the gath-
ering and was very enthusi-
astic about the growth of
India in coming five years .
He appealed the parents to
encourage their ward to
excel their talent and ab-
stain from using
mobile.The Chief Guest,Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ad-
dressed the gathering with
his words of wisdom.He
emphasised on the morali-

ty in education for the all
round development of the
child. He expressed his
views on the importance of
the family to inculcate the
moral values in child and
suggested parents to give
quality time to their wards.
He also opined that the suc-
cess of an individual de-
pends on the good co-ordi-
nation of Parent-Teacher
and student.

A Token of appreciation
was presented to Nivedita
Sharma, first woman flying
officer of Chhattisgarh in
the Air-force, who is the
alumni 2018 of SSV, Sec-
X,Bhilai.The chief guest

honoured the achievers of
different categories with
accolades and awards.

The cultural fiesta began
with welcome song by
school choir and group
song by SSV teachers fol-
lowed by Sunderkand
recital, creating an ambi-
ence of spirituality.The
programme, threaded vari-
ous colours of Indian her-
itage through folk dances
like  Sambalpuri,
R a j a s t h a n i ,
Chhattisgharhi, Marathi
followed by Kathak and
Bhangra. The English Skit
created awareness to Save
Environment where as the

Hindi Skit 'Ishwar Bhakti',
enlightened the audience
towards spirituality. Ballet,
Retro, Fusion and Patriotic
dance along with Shiv
Tandav captivated the at-
tention of the audience. A
tribute to Bharat Ratna
Lata Mangeshkar and
Padma Bhushan Dilip
Kumar was paid through a
mesmerizing medley  by
school choir.Krishna leela
and NadodiNrityam from
Kerela enthralled the gath-
ering.The cultural pro-
gramme was meticulously
planned by the team of
teachers - Geeta Rani,
TanushreeSaha, Deepika

Jain, Shilpa Wesley,
DhanshreeDeshpandey,
Deepa Makhijani,
PremlataPatre, Raji
Rakesh, Geeta
Bhattli,Sheela Lakudkar,
Prabha Prakash, Aparna
Manish, Parvathy
S h e k h a r , A k a s h
Khetan,Anita Verma,
Sujata Kundu, Jharna
Agrawal, Vandana Ravi
and Vandana Mishra.

The Digital backdrop of
the stage was magnificent-
lydesigned by Aanjaneya
D e s h m u k h , A n j a n e y a
D u b e y ,
P r a t h a m G u p t a , R a j a t
Patel,ShouryaBafna,Deepa

nshu Mandavi,Chirag
Tanna,HarshalGhonge,Ira
R a m t e k e , P r a k h a r
C h a n d a k , V a i b h a v
KumarChandrakar,Nitigya
Sahu,VatsalChandrakar,Ni
tika Sharma, Ritika
Singh,Shourya Kumar
Pali,ShouryaChandrakar,R
ishabh Mishra and Shreya
and was guided by
LLakshmi Prasad and
Annapurna.

The programme was
ably compered byAnita
Verma,Suma Sarkar and
Aliya Banoand team of stu-
dents Ishika Chakraborty,
Addya Tiwari, Anushka
Pathak, Krish Agrawal,
Ashi Agrawal, Abipsha
Rani Tripathi, Shourya
Awasthi, Angleena Philip,
Monish Kumar Sahu,and
Ananya Pandey. Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Vice Principal Harish
Chandra Chattwani. The
programme culminated
with the National Anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06:
International Cultural
Festival 2022 in collabora-
tion with Eastern Zonal
Cultural Centre, Kolkata
under the Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India organised the Dipti
Dev Memorial
International Cultural fes-
tival 2022. The cultural fes-
tival consisting of recital
of various dance forms
like Bharatnatyam,
Kathak etc, Solo, duet and
Group songs in the catego-
ry of Classical, Carnatic,
Rabindra Sangeet etc and
playing instruments like
Sarod, Sitar, Keyboard etc
was held at EZCC-

Purbasree Auditorium,
Kolkata from December
27-29, 2022. V Prakash Rao,
Senior Technician and K
Someshwar Rao,
Technician from SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's HRD
department won laurels in

the competition. V
Prakash Rao secured the
1st prize in Vocal duet and
2nd prize in Vocal Solo
song while K Someshwar
Rao alongwith V Prakash
Rao won the 2nd prize in
the duet recited by them

together. Someshwar Rao
won the 'Kalakar Vaibhav
puraskar' for his musical
rendition on Casio key-
board.

Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HRD
& BE) congratulated the
artist duo and encouraged
them to perform well in
the future too.
AmulyaPriyadarshi, GM
(HRD), Mukul Saharia,
GM (HRD), Subhash Patel,
SM (HRD) congratulated
them on their achieve-
ment.

It is noteworthy that V
Prakash Rao and K
Someshwar Rao have per-
formed on Raipur
Doordarshan earlier and
presented skits on various
other occasions.

BSF Chhattisgarh ends year 2022 on high note
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: BSF
Chhattisgarh frontier is
responsible to curb the
menace of Naxal in
Kanker district and ad-
joining area of Kondagaon
and Narayanpur district of
Chhattisgarh. Before de-
ployment of BSF in
District Kanker the area
was highly infested with
Naxals and the situation
was alarming.

Killing, Kidnapping and
extortion were rampant
especially in remote areas.
Coercive recruitment in
Naxal cadres was also oc-
curring on a big scale. The
deployment of BSF
turned around the situa-
tion in a great way.

BSF was deployed in
Kanker in December 2009
with 05 Battalions and
slowly drove out Naxals
from their strongholds
and held the ground firm-
ly in remote areas against

Naxal activities and creat-
ed a sense of security
among the local popula-
tion.

IG (BSF) Indraj Singh
informed that during the
year 2022, BSF apprehend-
ed 03 suspected and 01
warranty Naxals, and suc-
ceeded in surrender of 04
Maoists. During the year
2022 BSF recovered 06
IEDs, 01 SBML and 09
Improvised directional
mines and foiled Maoist's
big plan to harm Security
forces and civilians. Due to
alertness and dedication of
Jawans, Naxal has not
been able to make any ca-
sualty to BSF troops.

BSF Chhattisgarh
Frontier has successfully
conducted various events
during "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav" viz Cycle Rally,
Bike Rally, Walkathon and
Weapon exhibition to in-
culcate the spirit of patri-
otism among the civilians
and students of Maoist af-

fected areas.
To support and help the

local population, BSF
Chhattisgarh Frontier has
done a number of good
works during the year.
Civic Action Programmes
were organised at 63 places
in which articles worth Rs
1.54 crore were distributed
among villagers.

Medical camps were or-
ganised at 32 places dur-
ing which medicines
worth Rs 14.40 lakh were
distributed. During the
rainy season, the force
planted about 136685
saplings of different
plants and trees.

The Civic Action
Programme of the SFs
have proved to be a great
force multiplier in turn-
ing the local population in
favour of the state. Under
the Tribal Youth
Exchange Programme,
BSF Chhattisgarh select-
ed135 Tribal Youths for
visits in other states and

introduced them to the
culture and ethics of
other states.

Villagers and Media
houses praised this work

of BSF and requested to
do such programmes in
future. BSF organized var-
ious skill development
programs (i.e.- hospitality,

Beauty Parlour, Welding,
Mechanic etc)  for male
and female youth to make
them self-dependent.

BSF trained Tribal
youths of Kanker District
for recruitment in securi-
ty forces and other jobs
and also conveyed/created
awareness amongst local
youth about the welfare
related various schemes
initiated by Central/State
Govt on regular basis.

The Roaghat mines con-
tain the largest iron ore
deposits in Chhattisgarh,
India, where BSF
Chhattisgarh provides se-
curity and support with
two Battalions due to
which mining of the
Raoghat project has start-
ed. BSF is facilitating vari-
ous developmental works
in remote areas and pro-
viding protection to road
construction work contin-
uously and due to Govt
initiative and BSF sup-
ports 587 KMs of road has

been constructed in re-
mote areas.

Since deployment of
BSF in Anti Naxal
Operations (ANO) CG,
several developmental
works were completed in
Area of Responsibility
(AOR) of BSF Battalions.
Approximately 587 kilo-
meters of road was con-
structed while 79.8 kilome-
tres is under construction;
185 small bridges and cul-
verts were constructed; 07
police station buildings
were constructed; 62
schools / colleges and hos-
tels were built; 19 commu-
nity halls were construct-
ed; 16 hospitals have been
established; 103 aangan-
wadis and 22 panchayat
bhavans have been con-
structed.

During this year, 09 BSF
personnel of this frontier
were awarded with the
Police medal for Gallantry
for displaying outstanding
courage in an encounter

against the Maoists in
2019. BSF Chhattisgarh
Frontier doing wonderful
work other than opera-
tional duties. During the
year, the Marching
Contingent of BSF
Chhattisgarh Frontier
took part in the
Independence Day Parade
in Raipur, Chhattisgarh
and secured first position
in Central and State Police
force. For the excellent
performance of the BSF
marching contingent, CM
Bhupesh Baghel presented
the best marching contin-
gent trophy to the BSF
marching contingent.

BSF Chhattisgarh
Frontier is further moving
towards Maad area which
is Naxals core area and
giving befitting reply to
Maoist and creating a
sense of security in the
heart and mind of the peo-
ple and removing the fear
of Maoists from inside
them.
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V Prakash Rao & K Someshwar Rao win 
laurels in International Cultural Festival 2022

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: The Seven
Days Special Camp of NSS
of St Thomas College,
Ruabandha Sector has-
been inaugurated in joyful
manner at Village
Chandkhuri on January
05, 2023. The Chief Guest

of this program was
Prabhat Kumar, Director
Vaidik Dharm Sansthan
Chandkhuri Aashram.

First of all, the guests
paid the floral tribute to
the youth icon Swami
Vivekanand. NSSProgram
Officer MahendraIkhar
provided the day wise
schedule of activities in
seven dayscamp. Principal

of the college Dr MG
Roymon motivated stu-
dents to be disciplined and
takegood care of health
and hygiene. Chief Guest
Prabhat Kumar said that
all the volunteers willbe
benefited from the spiritu-
al environment of
Aashram and definitely
will learn the real and tru-

elesson of life. The head
master of Government
Primary School Gulab
Singh Dewangan congrat-
ulated all the volunteers
for organizing the camp at
Chandkhuri. During the
program theNSS
V o l u n t e e r s
presentedChhattisgarhi
State Song and other cul-

tural programs. The pro-
gramwas conducted by
NSS volunteer Stutee
Patra and Vote of thanks
was proposed by
NSSvolunteer Dhananjay
Yadav. On this occasion
NSS volunteers, students
ofGovernment primary
schooland other villagers
were present.

Seven day NSS Camp of St Thomas 
College inaugurated at Chandkhuri
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Raipur, Jan 06: A com-
bined team of investigation
wing of Income Tax depart-
ment from Chhattisgarh
and MP conducted raids in
establishments of real es-
tate, transporter, supplier
and finance businessmen
here on Friday. The team
conducted search and raid
in total 21 establishments in
capital city Raipur and
Durg, including offices and
residential premises.

IT sleuths first raided the
residential and business
premises of Directors of
Swastik Group associated
with real estate construc-
tion, Logistic electronic,
FMCG and grain business
at 6:00 in the morning. The
team raided the head office
of Swastik Group in
Ramsagarpara and at their
residence in Daldalsiwni

and started checking the
documents. IT team is also
carrying out valuation of
investment made by the
Group in the real estate
projects. The team is scur-
tinizing the documents of
Swastik Group having busi-
ness in Chhattisgarh, neigh-
bouring states and others.
Along with this IT sleuths
raided the residential prem-
ises and office of Shri
Swastik and other real es-
tate businessmen. The team
also took into investigation
at Rosebay Resort and one
hotel associated with it.

Transporters 
under scanner

The IT sleuths are also
checking the records in the
office of firm RK Roadways

related to transport busi-
ness. RK Roadways is in-
volved in supply of cement
from the Cement
Companies as the main
business.

Total 19 establishments
in capital city itself

Highest of the 19 estab-
lishments of firms related
to real estate, transport
business in capital city it-
self. The computer records
of the firm’s offices in
Ramsagarpara, Heerapur,
Kabirnagar, Vidhan Sabha
road, Faffadih, Devendra
Nagar, Daldalsiwni,
Choubey Colony, Swarna
Bhoomi is being investigat-
ed. Out of these 10 are resi-
dential premises only.
Apart from Raipur, raids

were also conducted in two
establishments in Durg city
as well.
More than 150 IT sleuths

In the combined investi-
gation wing of IT, more
than 150 IT sleuths from
Chhattisgarh and MP were
deployed in this raid. Along
with them duty of around
100 CRPF jawans was also
provided.

Cash more than 
Rs 3 cr found

In the IT raids conducted
the whole day, cash of more
than Rs 3 cr was seized
from all the establishments.
Presently the investigation
officer is inquiring about
the cash-source and then
cross-checking it with the
Books of records, due ac-

tion will be taken. There
are reports of jewelleries
worth crore found in the
residential premises of the
above Groups and prepara-
tion are underway for it val-
uation. Along with this
hundreds of documents re-
lated to real estate too have
been seized and it will be
scrutinized and then action
will be taken likewise.
Statements of Directors
taken as per documents

In the documents found
in the residential and office
premises of the Directors,
the IT team is taking state-
ment from the Directors of
the firms. They are also in-
quiring about the heavy in-
vestment made in real es-
tate projects.

IT conducts raids in 21 establishments GENEROUS DONATIONS 

As per rituals, young children went door-to-door to seek donations on occasion 

of ‘Chherchhera’ from family members here on Friday.

Raipur, Jan 06: Noted ar-
chitects across the country
attended national conven-
tion of architects, organ-
ised at Pt Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
here by Chhattisgarh
Chapter of Indian
Institute of Architects.
The national convention

was inaugurated today at
the hands of IIA National
President CR Raju in pres-
ence of MLA (Raipur
West) and parliamentary
affairs secretary Vikas
Upadhyay. Mr Raju and Mr
Upadhyay honoured three
architects of the country.

Noted architect from
Mumbai Prem Nath who
designed DDU auditorium
was honoured with
Baburao Mahatre Golden
award. Prakash
Deshmukh too was hon-

oured with Baburao
Mahatre Golden award.
Architect Jeet Kumar
Gupta was honoured with
Madhav Achwal award.
Famous architects of the
country inspired everyone
by making them aware of
their design medium in
the technical session.
Gurjit Singh Matharu,
Smeep Padora, Praveen
Bavdekar, Prasanna More
and Sarika Shetty gave
presentation of their on-
going works in the coun-

try and abroad. IIA
Chhattisgarh Chapter
President Raj Prajapati
presided over the pgo-
ramme. Secretary
Sourabh Rahatgaonkar,
Navin Sharma, Ravi
Jaggi, Ravi Chouhan, Atul
Deshpande, Ridul
Sharma, Siddhant
Sharma and Shashank
Nigam conducted the pgo-
ramme.

As many as 500 archi-
tects from across the coun-
try and 650 architects,
civil engineers and interi-
or designers from
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in the two-day con-
vention. Renowned archi-
tect Manish Gulati of
Delhi, Engineer
Manjunath of Bangalore
will present their views in
the first session on the last
day of the convention on
January 7.

In the second session,
Abin Chowdhary of
Kolkata will give lecture.
Students from NIT, Amity,
ITM and various colleges
of Chhattisgarh will par-
ticipate in the convention.

National Convention of Architects begins

At Deen Dayal
Upadhyay
Auditorium

Raipur, Jan 06: Officials of
the Labor Department con-
ducted surprise inspection
at three choice centres in
different parts of the city
and conducted a thorough
investigation of computer
systems and other docu-
ments on the complaints of
illegal collection of money
with issuance of fake cer-
tificates of contractors.

Regarding the Choice
Centers operating in Sahu
Complex Tikrapara, Sunder
Nagar and Lily Chowk
Purani Basti, it had come to
the notice of the Labor
Commissioner that illegal
collection was being done
by centre operators in the
name of making fake cer-
tificates of contractors.

As per the instructions of
the Labor Commissioner, a

joint team of four officers
raided the Choice Centers.
During investigation, the
team obtained ID of the
computers from centre op-
erators and thoroughly ex-
amined the documents and
other materials available in
the centers. The joint inves-
tigation team has men-
tioned in its report that no
document was found re-
garding the certificates of
the contractors. The Labor
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Chhattisgarh has instruct-
ed all the choice center op-
erators to completely follow
the rules and process while
filling the application for
new registration applica-
tion of the beneficiaries or
for the benefit of other
schemes and to take only
the prescribed fee from the
beneficiaries. He said that
strict legal action will be
taken against the concerned
if any kind of fraud with
the applicants or greed for
benefits on the basis of fake
certificates comes to 
the fore.

Surprise inspection at
three Choice Centers

Labour officials
investigate the
issue pertaining to
making fake certifi-
cates of contractors

Raipur, Jan 06: Lt.
General MK Das, PVSM,
Sena Medal, VSM, General
Officer Commanding
Madhaya Bharat Area
along with Brigadier
Vignesh Mohanty, Sena
Medal, Commander
H e a d q u a r t e r
Chhattisgarh and Orissa
Sub Area (COSA) visited
Directorate of Sainik
Welfare, Chhattisgarh at
on Friday morning for for-
mal interaction with ex-
servicemen and their de-
pendents of Chhattisgarh.

On arrival of GOC,
Brigadier Vivek Sharma,

VSM (Retd), Director
Rajya Sainik Board,
Chhattisgarh, introduced
the staff of Directorate
and District Sainik
Welfare Officer Raipur to
the visiting dignitary.
There after Director gave a
detailed presentation to
the GOC regarding all ac-
tivities of the Directorate
and various welfare
schemes introduced by the
State, Central
Government and Flag day

Fund for ex-servicemen.
The GOC also visited the
premises of Directorate
and Sainik Rest House
(SRH), and expressed his
satisfaction on the
progress in construction
of new SRH.

While addressing the ex-
servicemen and their wid-
ows, General Das gave de-
tail information regarding
forthcoming plans of
Central Government and
urge that efforts be made

to ensure that welfare
schemes should reach to
all the ex-servicemen re-
siding in every corner of
the Chhattisgarh State. He
patiently heard the prob-
lems of ex-servicemen
during the ‘High Tea’ with
them and assured that
their problems will re-
dressed at the earliest. He
also assured that all wel-
fare activities related to
Ex-servicemen will be
promptly actioned.
Brigadier Vivek Sharma,
VSM (Retd) gave a memen-
to to the GOC and ex-
pressed his gratitude on
behalf all Ex-servicemen
of Chhattisgarh. The GOC
had a detailed interaction
with the ex-servicemen
and had a group photo
with them before his de-
parture.

Ensure all welfare schemes reach 
ex-servicemen in state: Gen. Das

Lt. General MK Das
GoC MP Area visits
Directorate Sainik
Welfare, Raipur

Raipur, Jan 06: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today reviewed on-
going infrastructure de-
velopment at Mata
Kaushalya Dham
Chandkhuri under the
Ram Van Gaman
Tourism Circuit. In view
of the increase in the
number of visitors and
devotees, he gave neces-
sary instructions to the
officials for increasing fa-
cilities and beautifica-
tion.

Dr Bhure was informed
by the officials of the
tourism department that
all the works of the first
and second phase have
been completed. About

70% of the infrastructure
development works have
been completed so far.
Pond deepening, beautifi-
cation, bridge construc-
tion, pathway, entrance
gate, statue installation
etc. have all been
completed.

In view of the increas-
ing number of devotees,
the state government has
directed that facilities
should be increased at the

venue. To this end the gar-
den, boundary wall and
road widening will be
done. After construction
of boundary wall, mural
art will be done by the
Tourism Board. The
Collector discussed with
the officers of all con-
cerned departments pres-
ent on the spot for all
those facilities. Light and
sound work is being done
by the tourism board.

The officials also talked
to the collector regarding
the need for new trans-
formers. Officials also in-
formed that public toilets
and drinking water facili-
ties will be available to
common citizens by the
end of January. On this
occasion, Assistant
Collector Jayant Nahata,
SDM of Arang, Tehsildar
and all concerned officers
were present.

Collector visits Mata Kaushalya Dham Chandkhuri
Reviews work to
expand facilities for
the devotees 

Raipur, Jan 06: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has ex-
tended her wishes to the
people of the state for the
Lok Tihar Chherchhera.
The Governor has said in
her message that the
Chherchhera is a post-har-
vest festival. The echoes of
‘Chher Chhera Mayi Kothi
ke Dhan La Her Hera’ can
be heard at every door on
this day, and the people of

the state celebrate this hol-
iday with tremendous love
and excitement. It also
highlights Chhattisgarh’s
rich rural and agricultur-
al legacy. This celebration
also revives the state’s
charitable tradition. On
this auspicious day,
Governor Uikey wished
the citizens of
Chhattisgarh prosperity
and fortune for life.

Governor extends greetings to

the people for ‘Chherchhera’

Raipur, Jan 06:
Chhattisgarh State
Power Transmission
Company (CSPTCL) in
view of increasing de-
mand of power is taking
all necessary steps to
ensure constant supply
and in this context a
newly constructed 132
KV EHT (Extra High
Tension) double circuit
was energised here on
Friday. It was after
prayers by MD CSPTCL
Ujjwala Baghel that the
power supply was re-
sumed pressing a but-

ton. It is in order to take
the power generated to
distribution centres, a
network of new trans-

mission lines is being
laid. In this series, the
double circuit line of
Sheorinarayan - Banari
was successfully ener-
gised. In this apart from
industrial area, the
agriculture pumps are
higher and with this
double circuit line, it
would be possible to en-
sure quality supply of
power round-the clock.
This work costed Rs 3.78
cr worth of expenditure
and it would benefit 188
villages and indusries
in Sheorinarayan area
providing them proper
voltage. Earlier in this
area, there was only one
132 KV EHT and now

with double circuit, in
case of any break-down,
it would be possible to
ensure power supply
immediately.

On this occasion ED
Sandeep Gupta, CE KS
Ramkrishna, KK
Bhagat, Addl.CE
Avinash Sonekar, SE
CM Vajpayee, RK
Agrawal, Vijay
Bahadur, SK Bajpayee,
EE Gautam Kenar, GR
Jaiswal, Milind Pandey,
Prateek Bhagat, SS
Ghosh, Bajrang
V i s h w a k a r m a ,
Gajendra Soni and
Mohan Kumar
Dewangan SE were
present.

CSTPCL energises 132 KV double circuit
In Sheorinarayan -
Banari area

Related to Real
Estate, Transporter
and Finance

In Raipur and Durg
jointly

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0066:: As per the
instructions of the Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel,
the innovation made by the
Bilaspur district administration
in order to make the adminis-
tration simple and easy has

been appreciated at the nation-
al level. President Mrs Draupadi
Murmu will felicitate the web-
site of District Administration
Bilaspur with the National
Platinum Award in a program
organized at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi on January 7. The
website of the District
Administration has been select-
ed for the National Platinum
Award by the Department of
Electronics and Information
Technology, Government of
India. District Collector Mr.
Saurabh Kumar will receive this
award at the hands of the
President. NIC Bilaspur’s DIO
Arvind Yadav and Assistant DIO
Manoj Kumar Singh will also be
present on this occasion. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel

has congratulated the team of
District Administration Bilaspur
for this achievement.  It is
worth mentioning that this
prestigious award is given to
the government websites which
stand first in different cate-
gories. The website of Bilaspur
District Administration has
been given this award under the
category of Best Web and
Mobile Initiative Compliant
with GIGW and SCability
Guidelines. The website of
Bilaspur district has made inno-
vation in the implementation of
Central Government’s flagship
scheme Digital India. In addi-
tion to uploading information
about Central and State
Government schemes in the
website prepared by NIC

(National Informatics Center),
special facilities have also been
provided for the differently-
abled. Visually impaired can
also listen to the information
given in this website through
software in which wherever the
mouse cursor will go, the writ-
ten information will be convert-
ed into voice. However, this
facility is currently available in
English only. In the coming
days, this facility will also be
given in Hindi. For this the tech-
nical experts of NIC have start-
ed working. The special thing is
that a special type of software
has also been uploaded in the
website for the visually
impaired. It can be used for
free. No extra amount will have
to be paid for this.

Chhattisgarh got another national award
Website of Bilaspur
District
Administration will
get National
Platinum Award 

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated the
district administra-
tion team

Raipur, Jan 06: Health
Minister T.S. Singh Deo
met patients  suffering
from muscular dystro-
phy and their relatives at
his residence office at

Civil Lines, Raipur
on Friday. The pa-
tients suffering
from this disease
informed the
Health Minister
Singh Deo about
the problems
caused by the dis-
ease and its trea-

ment. They urged the
state government to pro-
vide help to its patients.
The Health Minister as-
sured to consider their
needs and demands.

Singh Deo met patients suffering
from muscular dystrophy 
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Raipur, Jan 06: On the oc-
casion of the Chherchhera
festival, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel was seen
seeking donations from
street to street with a bag
in his hand on the streets
of Mathpara in Raipur.
The Chief Minister
walked through the streets
for almost 30 minutes, col-

lecting donations from
everyone. Residents of
Mathpara stepped out of
their homes when they
saw Chief Minister Baghel
and dropped grains, veg-
etables, and other items in
his bag as a donation.
Donations were made with
enthusiasm by ladies,
older people, and young
children. During this time,
the Chief Minister also de-
livered the money as a do-
nation to the children.

Meanwhile, on the
Chherchhera festival,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited
Dudhadhari Math and
prayed to God, wishing the
people of the state pros-
perity and happiness. On
this occasion, Baghel ex-
pressed his best wishes to
everyone for Chherchhera
and stated that the festival
of Chherchhera sends a
strong message because

donations are given and
received on this day.
Giving charity is a show of
generosity, whereas ac-
cepting charity is a sym-
bol of ego destruction. The
money donated in
Chherchhera is used for
public welfare.

CM Baghel, stated that
our government has de-
clared all local festivities
to be public holidays. We
enthusiastically celebrate
all Chhattisgarh festivi-
ties, such as Teeja, Pora,
Hareli, and others, at the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence. He said that farm-
ers grow crops in the field
and provide food to every-
body. Food grains are do-
nated by all classes, in-
cluding our Annadata
farmers. As stated by the
Chief Minister, by the
grace of Lord Balaji, there
has been a very good har-
vest this year, with 85 lakh

metric tonnes of paddy
procured so far, and not a
single farmer has com-
plained. All of the farmers
were also compensated im-
mediately.

Prior to the program,
the Chief Minister was
also weighed against
paddy. It is worth noting
that, as with every year,
Chherchhera and Punni
Mela will be held on the
grounds of Dudhadhari
Math, where a great num-
ber of people will be pres-
ent to give and receive do-
nations. Chairman of
Gauseva Commission
Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsunder Das, Deputy
Speaker of Vidhan Sabha
Santram Netam, MLA
Brihaspat Singh, Advisor
to Chief Minister Pradeep
Sharma, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, Chairman
Pramod Dubey were pres-
ent in the program.

CM Baghel went from street-to- street
seeking donations on Chherchhera

Seeing the CM, the
children, women,
and elders of
Mathpara came out
of the house and
donated in large
numbers

CM visited
Dudhadhari Math in
Chherchhera Punni
fair and visited the
temple

Raipur, Jan 06: Under the
chairmanship of
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights, Mrs
Tejkunwar Netam, a dis-
trict-level review meeting
of officers on the subject of
protection of child rights
was organised on
Wednesday at Manpur in
the newly formed Mohla
Manpur Ambagarh
Chowki district. Mrs.
Netam told to motivate all
the departments to keep
children away from drugs,
to save them from the side
effects of mobile and to
treat boys and girls with
equal affection and their

rights. Mrs. Netam in-
structed to repair dilapidat-
ed buildings of schools and
hostels and improve basic
infrastructure for basic
services. Collector Mr. S.
Jayawardhan said that all
the departments should
work jointly in the direc-
tion of child protection. He
asked to conduct programs
continuously at the district
level for the prevention of
child labour and marriage.
Superintendent of Police,
Y. Akshay Kumar told that
on the issue of care and
protection of children com-
ing to the notice of the
Juvenile Justice Board, it is
being presented to the
Child Welfare Committee
under the provisions of the
Juvenile Justice Act. The
Child Rights Protection
Commission gave instruc-

tions to set up special juve-
nile police units at the dis-
trict level and to keep the
information of children
confidential. Child
Protection Commission,
Secretary, Mr. Prateek
Khare said that review
strengthens the child pro-
tection system. This en-
sures the protection of chil-
dren. Under the ‘Mor
Mayaru Guruji’, pro-
gramme, a program was or-
ganised for hundred teach-
ers of Manpur develop-
ment block to bring quality
in teaching, to develop posi-
tive thinking and to estab-
lish harmony between chil-
dren and teachers. Women
and Child Development
along with officers and
teachers of Panchayat
Department were present
on this occasion.

Need to keep children away
from drugs: Netam

And protect them
from ill effects of
mobile

‘Pension Adalat’ by
EPFO on Jan 10

Raipur, Jan 06:
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme for redressal of
the grievances received
from pensioners by the
Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The
time schedule of the
programme scheduled
for  January 10th, 2023
is as under:- EPF
Pensioner - 11.00 am to
01.00 pm at  Conference
Hall, 1st Floor,
B h a w i s y a n i d h i
Bhawan, Pandri,
Raipur. The concerned
pensioners are request-
ed to send their specific
grievance on or before
January 09, 2023 posi-
tively through postal
mode or by visiting of-
fice, super scribing
“Pension Adalat” on
the envelope. It should
also be noted that the
complete PF Account
number/ PPO number
and other necessary
and relevant service de-
tails/particulars along
with available docu-
mentary evidences in
support of the griev-
ance should explicitly
be mentioned/enclosed.
All the concerned are
requested to avail this
opportunity. The postal
address of the office is
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Block -
31,Scheme No. 32, IGVP,
P a n d r i ,
Raipur,Chhattisgarh-
492004.

Raipur, Jan 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gave his best
wishes of Rajim Bhaktin
Mata Jayanti to the
state’s residents. Baghel
has said that the reli-

gious and historical town
of Rajim has been named
after the symbol of reli-
gious faith and industri-
ousness. Rajim is a reli-
gious spot in
Chhattisgarh and a con-

fluence spot of different
cultures and communi-
ties with three rivers. He
said that the sacrifice
and good deeds of
Bhaktin Telin Mata will
always inspire us.

CM expresses best wishes for the
Rajim Bhaktin Mata Jayanti

Raipur, Jan 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the
‘Shakambhari Mahotsav’
organized by Patel-Marar
Samaj at his official resi-
dence on Friday. He of-
fered prayers to Mata
Shakambhari.

Addressing the gather-
ing on the occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
the Patel-Marar Samaj is
leading in the production
of vegetables. The veg-
etable produced by the
community is of good
quality, hence sold first in
the market. He urged them
to take advantage of the
‘Bari Yojana’ of the state
government. This will
help in boosting the pro-
duction of vegetables and
decrease the input cost.

He informed that Rural
Industrial Parks are being

started by the state gov-
ernment. Vegetables can
be packed in attractive
packaging by using a dry-
ing machine there and can
fetch a good price in the
market. “All of you can
become financially em-
powered through Bari
Yojana by forming
groups”, he said. He added
that today seasonal vegeta-
bles are available through-
out the year because agri-
cultural scientists have
done much research on it
and irrigation facilities
have also increased. On the

occasion, the Patel-Marar
Samaj presented a basket of
vegetables to the Chief
Minister. Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Santram Netam, MLA
Brihaspat Singh, Vinay
Bhagat, Chief Minister’s
Advisor Pradeep Sharma,
Shakambhari Board
President Ramkumar Patel,
Devcharan Patel,
Ramsunder Patel, Shri
Pawan Patel, Atmanarayan
Patel and a large number of
people of the community
were present on the 
occasion.

CM urges people of Patel-Marar Samaj
to avail benefits of ‘Bari Yojana’ 

For financial
empowerment

Raipur, Jan 06:
Three-day annual sports festi-
val at Salem English School
began here on Thursday. On
this occasion the chief guest
was Aakash Tiwari, corproa-
tor Indravati Coloy, Rajatalab
and Rajesh John Paul and
Secreary CG Diocese Shashi
Vaghe was the guest of honour.
The programme began with
presentation of Choir song as
per School’s tradition by the
Choir Girls under guidance of
Teacher Ankit Belson and P
Soloman. After this Aakash
Tiwari boosted the morale of
school children for infusing
sportsman spirit and enthusi-
asm among the children. The
sports festival began with 100
mts race for senior and junior
girls and 200 mts race for sen-
ior and junior boys. For
Nursery and PP-1 it was 50 mts

race for boys and girls and
Class-1 and 2 with 100 mts race
for boys and girls ad 200 mts
race for boys and girls of Class
3rd, 4th and 5th. In the 200 mts
race for girls the first winner
was Prakash and second was
Sanya Tivapari and third was
Soumya Fatima; in 200 mts
boys- Morisar Das came first;
Ketan Verma second and
Akshat Keju-third. Principal
of the School VK Singh on this
occasion boosted the morale of

the school children to develop
sportsman spirit and enthusi-
asm for sports. On this occa-
sion the programme was con-
ducted by P Soloman and
Deepmala John. The sports fes-
tival successfully concluded
under direction of PT Teacher
Naveen Das, Devbrath Sinha,
RB Jogi and Nitu Peter. On this
occasion the teachers, office
staff, students of the school
and noted citizens were pres-
ent in large number.

Variety of sports marks 
3-day Sports Festival

p In Salem English
School
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Raipur, Jan 06: Under
the leadership of
Working President of
Chhattisgarh Sarva
Adivasi Samaj, Mr. B.S.
Ravate, tribal communi-
ties (Gond, Dhanwar, Kol,
Kamar, Nagarchi, Savra,
Baiga, Binjhwar, Korva,
Kond, Gajwa, Nagesia,
Pradhan, Pando,
Dhanwa, Pav, Dhulia,
Bhaina,) from different
districts of the state met
Governor Ms. Anusuiya

Uikey at Raj Bhavan.
Representatives of
Bandhu, Kandra, Halba,
Bhuniya, Oraon Samaj)
met and handed over the
memorandum and gave
detailed information
about their problems.
Governor  assured the
delegation that she
would do everything pos-
sible to protect the inter-
ests of the tribals.

She said that she would
visit the districts to re-
dress the problems of the
tribals and would in-
struct the local adminis-
tration to solve the diffi-
culties of the tribal com-
munity.

Delegation of all tribal
society met Governor 

Handed over the
memorandum

Balconagar, Jan 06: The
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business,
conducted a weeklong
winter camp to help stu-
dents of classes 10 and 12
prepare for their upcom-
ing Board Exams.
Organized under
BALCO’s ‘Project
Connect’ education pro-
gram, the goal of the
camp was to provide
extra tutorials for the stu-
dents, to help improve
their performance in the
SEMA (Science, English,
Mathematics and
Accounts) subjects.

Initiated in the year
2016, Project Connect is
aimed at supplementing
the community’s needs
for quality education, es-
pecially in Science,
English, Mathematics
and Accountancy
(SEMA), through field in-
structors and volunteers
from amongst BALCO’s
employees. The project
mainly focuses on im-

proving the learning en-
vironment in govern-
ment schools by creating
an enabling environment
for improving students’
grades, capacity building
of teachers and career
counselling, through em-
ployee volunteerism.
More than 2500 students
have benefitted from reg-
ular and remedial 
classes.

Around 300 students
from 6 different schools
in the vicinity of
BALCO’s operations par-
ticipated in the camp. A
career counselling ses-
sion was also conducted
for students from class
9th to 12th where they
were given an orienta-
tion on the various ca-
reer paths available to
them, guiding them to-

wards pursuing educa-
tional aspirations in
alignment with their in-
terests. They were also
informed about the avail-
able competitive exams
and other preparations
that they would need to
undertake. The session
aimed at helping stu-
dents make an informed
decision about their ca-
reer. Talking about
BALCO’s intervention to-
wards making education
accessible, Abhijit Pati,
CEO & Director, BALCO,
said, “At BALCO, quality
education is a key pillar
in our community devel-
opment endeavours. With
the right skills and edu-
cation, our youth can
play a pivotal role in
shaping the future of
Chhattisgarh and India.

Through impactful inter-
ventions, we are foster-
ing quality education for
different age groups in
the region, along with
promoting avenues for
skill development among
the local youth, helping
them avail opportunities
to learn employable
skills, thus paving way
for their financial securi-
ty and holistic develop-
ment. BALCO believes in
enabling each individual
in the community to em-
power themselves, and
our various community
development programs
are aligned to that vi-
sion.”

Sharing her view on
the program, Riny
Dubey, Principal of
Government School,
Godhi, said, “BALCO is
helping us create a con-
ducive learning environ-
ment for our students
which is highly com-
mendable. Our students
will certainly reap the
benefits of these inter-
ventions. The career
counselling support will
help them make academ-
ic and job-focused deci-
sions. Such endeavours
will lead to further devel-
opment in the region.”

BALCO conducts educational winter camp 
For Govt School
students

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
06: A grand ‘Shri Ram
Katha’ was organized in
village Sagni of Ahiwara
Vidhan Sabha, which
concluded here on Friday.
The story concluded with
the foreword of Sister
Anjali Arya (National
Bhajans Padeshika,
Karnal, Haryana). A
grand welcome was given
at the residence of Dau
Anand Tamarkar (State
Working Committee

member, BJYM
Chhattisgarh) in
Ahiwara during the re-
turn of Sister Anjali
Arya. And the co-family
received blessings from
Sister Anjali Arya and
the Tamrakar family pre-
sented a pure brass pot, a
traditional vessel of
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion, Dau
Santosh Tamarkar (State
Secretary, Chhattisgarhi
Working Journalist
Association), Youth
Chhattisgarhi Bhakti
Manch Durg) should be
present.

Tamrakar family welcomes
Sister Anjali Arya

On occasion of Shri
Ram Katha

Nandini-Ahiwara, Jan
06: Like every year in
Nandini-Ahiwara, ‘Shri
Ram Krishna Jagruti
Manch’ is organizing a
two-day Mandai fair on
Jan 7th and 8th this year.
In which on the first day,
the guests lighted the
lamp. Later Raut Nacha
competition will be organ-
ised. After that, the partic-
ipants of Raut Nacha will
get first prize of Rs.11,000,
second prize of Rs.9,000,
third prize of Rs.8,000,
fourth prize of Rs.7,000,

fifth prize of Rs.6,000,
And Rs 5000 will be pre-
sented as a consolation
prize to all the remaining
teams. Along with
Chhattisgarhi folk art
dance party will be organ-
ized in the night.
Similarly, a Rang
Jharokha cultural pro-
gram has been organized
on the second day in the
night, this information
was given by Publicity
Chief Bisahu Das
Manikpuri, DD Patel and
Rahul Chandel.

‘Raut Nacha’ competition
by SRKJM on Jan 7-8

KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  0066::
Three accused of intere-state gang
of drug smugglers from West
Bengal and Odisha were nabbed
with 21 Kg  worth Rs 21 lakh by
Urga (Korba) police here on Friday.
The police has seized 21 Kg ‘Ganja’
from their possession and the car
in which they were carrying it.
Urga police got tip from an
informer that three inter-state
gang of drug smugglers from WB
and Odisha are carrying ‘Ganja’
and were carrying it in Jharkhand
passing Indigo car. The police
stopped it near Urga and carried
out its checking and found 21 Kg

‘Ganja’ in 30 packets. The police
has filed a case under the NDPS
Act and total cost of Ganja is
reported to be Rs 21 lakh.

OOnnee  nnaabbbbeedd  iinn  RRaaiippuurr
OneSunil Rao R/o Jora

Telibandha Raipur while looking
for customer near Telibandha was
nabbed by Telibandha police on tip
of an informer and a total of 125
mg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 10000 was
found in his possession. A case
under section 20 B of NDPS Act
has been filed against him. He is
resident of Bhavani Nagar, near
Durga Mandir, Jora Thana
Telibandha.

21 kg ‘Ganja’ worth lakhs seized
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Kharora, Jan 06: The
seven-day National
Service Scheme (NSS) unit
of Bharat Dewangan
Government Higher
Secondary School
(BDGHSS) Kharora is
being organized from
December 31  Jan 6 2023 at
village Chhadiya.

Under which the team
of Sickle Cell Institute
Raipur and the team of
Animal Husbandry
Department did 125 sickle
tests of which 16 children
were found positive.

Blood samples of chil-
dren and villagers found
positive were sent to the
institute for electrophore-
sis test, after completion
of the test, detailed infor-
mation regarding the cure
and other procedure will

be given.
Mahadeva Nirala,

Neelam Kumar Manhar
(Lab Assistant), Amit
Bose (Lab Assistant),
were present in this test
work.

On the other hand, in
the series of the program,
the Animal Husbandry

Department went to the
house of the animals of
village Chhadia and did
vaccines and other reme-
dial works, in which ani-
mals were treated and ap-
plied medicines.

Rashmi Gupta
(Assistant Veterinary
Officer), C.L.Devangan,
K.R.Diwan (Veterinary
Field Medical Officer),
Ramakant, Sunil, Kiran,
Manish, Kamlesh, Derha
Verma children and vil-
lagers participated in this
program.
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Bilaspur, Jan 06: The
214th birth anniversary of
Louis Braille, the inventor
of Braille script, was cele-
brated at Government
School under the chief
hospitality of Ravindra
Singh, member of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission. On this occa-
sion, songs, poem and biog-
raphy based on the life of
Louis Braille was present-
ed by differently-abled stu-
dents of the school.

In the welcome address,
Deputy Controller Braille
Press R.K. Pathak ex-
pressed his views on the
usefulness of Braille
script for the visually im-
paired. Presiding over the
program, Joint Director
Social Welfare Shraddha
S. Mathew gave detailed

information about the
schemes run by the gov-
ernment for the visually
impaired. Congratulating
all the blind students on
the birthday of Louis
Braille, the chief guest of
the program, Mr. Ravindra
Singh said that Braille
script by Louis is an exem-
plary work for the disabled
world, which has proved to
be a boon for this society.

On this occasion, prizes
were distributed by the
guests to the blind win-
ners of Braille writing
and reading, solo singing.
On this occasion, Braille
calendar of the year 2023
was also released by the
guests and incentive
amount was provided by
teacher Dr. Shobha
Mishra to the Divyangs
coming in the 10th, 12th
merit list of the school,

along with Braille slates
and sticks  distributed to
visually impaired benefi-
ciaries by the District
Rehabilitation Center. On
this occasion, District
Rehabilitation Officer
A.P. Gautam, G.R.
Chandra, Devendra
Chandra, Sanjay
Khurana, Pushpa Sahu,
Saraswati Jaiswal, Mr.
Dikshant Patel and all de-
partmental officers and
employees were present.
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Fingeshwar, Jan 06: The
annual convention of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(CCCI) will be held in capi-
tal city on Jan 10 at Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay
Auditorium near Science
College.

State secretary and
District in-charge
Gariyaband Arendra
Pahadia informed that
after two years of corona
pandemic, this annual
convention of CCCI is
being organised after
three years and in this
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel will be the chief
guest.

Further in order to
guide the businessmen
and traders of the state on
good and fair business and
good quality life, the well-

known GST expert and
recognised trainer from
National Academy of
Indirect Taxes Jatin
Harjai and spiritual guru
and international trainer
Gaurang Das along with
national President CAIT
BC Bhartia will be the
main speaker to speak
upon the subject of 'fast
changing scenario of fu-
ture business of Family
and business after Covid-
19'.

Vice President CCCI
Jagannath Sahu has urged
all the members of CCCI
Gariyaband region to take
part in the sammelan in
large number.

DYC workers take part 
in ‘Jan Adhikar Rally’
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Kotami, Jan 06: Under
leadership of GPM
District Youth Congress
(DYC) Aman Sharma,
hundreds of YC workers
from GPM took part in the
'Jan Adhikar Rally' organ-
ised in Raipur two days
back under leadership of
CM Bhupesh Baghel and
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam to protest against
delay on part of Governor
to sign upon the reserva-
tion bill pending with
Rajbhavan.

In this YC workers from
three blocks of GPM viz.
Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi reached Raipur
in large number under
leadership of DYC District

President Aman Sharma
and strongly protested
against inordinate delay
on part of Rajbhavan and
thereby causing delay in

admission and PSC's new
results.

On this occasion DYC
district president Aman
Sharma, Bhola Nayak,

Rajkamal Gupta-DYC V-P;
gen. secy. DYC Ravi Rai
and Bhuneshwar Sen,
Shivash Dubey and others
were present.
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Two ‘divyangs’
gets tricycle

Kasdol, Jan 06: It was
on initiative by the
Sabhapati Nagar
Panchayat Kasdol and
Muniram Sahu -ward
corporator ward No. 9
that a letter was forward-
ed to the social welfare
department to handover
tri-cycles to minimum
six 'Divyangs'. Under
this the department has
granted sanction to
Dimple Yadav and other
'Divyang' for tri-cycle. On
the other hand, after get-
ting tri-cycle, 'divyang'
Dimple Yadav has ex-
pressed gratitude to-
wards the corporator.
The other 'divyang' will
be given tri-cycle next
month. It is notable here
that 'Balyakant' is work-
ing continuously for the
social welfare and as
public servant.

On corporator's
initiative

Introductory meet
of SUJS on Jan 8
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Mandir Hasoud, Jan 06:
The introductory meet
of marrigeable youth
from Satnami Utthan &
Jagriti Samiti (SUJS)
Raipur is going to enter
22nd year and to make
the programme suc-
cessful, the organising
samiti has handed over
the responsibility to of-
fice bearers in district
and block-level meet-
ing.

They have been asked
to deliver information
about the introductory
meet to people from all
sections of the society
viz. small and big
traders, businessmen,
farmers, labourer and

others.
With objectives to

save time and money
every year, introducto-
ry meet of marrigeable
youth from Satnami
Samaj is being organ-
ised in Khalsa School,
Raipur on Jan 8. For
this the youth and girls
along with their family
have to bring 2 photos
and bio-data along with
them and reach the
venue at 9:00 am.

The registration for
the same will be done at
the venue and no candi-
date will be allowed in-
side without registra-
tion and without the
presence of their moth-
er and father. The
youths who have at-

tained the age of 18
years only are eligible
for the marriage.

For advance registra-
tion, it can be done at
Cultural Bhavan office,
New Rajendra nagar,
Raipur. In this meeting
thie chief office bearers
Surju Prasad Dhrilahre
Patron; BR Banjare, Jai
Bahadur Banjare,
Dinesh Khute,
Prithviraj Baghel,
Anjali Barmal, Ramesh
Banjare, KK Barmal,
Mahesh Baghel,
Mahesh Didhi, Suresh
Kurre, Shyam Narang,
Ashwini Bablu
Trivendra, BD Bharti
and others were handed
over the responsibility
for its promotion.

CCCI annual convention 
in Raipur on Jan 10

Chamber appeals all members to take part in large number

Seven-day NSS Unit of BDGHSS underway

214th birth anniversary of Louis Braille celebrated

Three Maoists 
surrender in Sukma

SSuukkmmaa,,  JJaann  0066:: Three Naxalites,
two of them involved in 2017
Burkapal and Bhejji attacks and
carrying a total reward of Rs 8
lakh on their heads, surrendered
in Sukma district on Wednesday,
a senior police official said.
Madvi Budhra, Vetti Joga and
Madvi Joga turned themselves in
citing disappointment with the
"inhuman" and "hollow" Maoist
ideology, Sukma Superintendent
of Police (SP) Sunil Sharma said.
They were also impressed by the
state government's rehabilita-
tion policy and district police's
'Puna Narkom (`new dawn' in
the Gondi language) campaign,
he said.

Carried a reward of 
Rs 8 lakh on their heads 
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Bus-truck collision 
ii Jodhpur: Four people

died while about two
dozen were injured in
a head-on collision be-
tween a bus and a
truck here on Friday,
police said. The bus
was on its way to
Jodhpur from Osian
when the accident oc-
curred near Mathania
bypass at 3.30 pm, they
said. Villagers from
the nearby areas
rushed to rescue the
passengers stuck in
the bus and sent them
to a hospital, police
said. Of the total in-
jured, six have been
admitted to the MDM
Hospital Jodhpur
while the rest are
being treated at the
local hospital in
Mathania, they said.

Mehrauli murder
ii New Delhi: A court

here on Friday extend-
ed the judicial custody
of Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused of
killing his live-in part-
ner and dismember-
ing her body, by four
days. Poonawala was
produced before the
court through video
conference. “I am giv-
ing four days judicial
custody. Accused will
be produced before me
physically on January
10,” Metropolitan
Magistrate Aviral
Shukla said.

Car vandalized
ii Palghar (Maha): A

man vandalized the of-
ficial car of Vasai-
Virar city Municipal
Corporation commis-
sioner Anikumar
Pawar on Friday
morning, police said.
When the car was
being parked after the
commissioner arrived
and went to his office,
the man rushed and
attacked it with a
stick, smashing up its
front windshield, a po-
lice official said. He
was immediately de-
tained and the process
of registering an of-
fence was underway,
the official added. The
man had been carry-
ing out protest in front
of the civic headquar-
ters against unautho-
rised constructions
for the last two days,
sources said.

Protesters who walked
away from a meeting
raise slogans in favour of
Jallikattu, at Madurai
Collectorate, in Madurai,
Friday.

New Delhi, Jan 6 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Friday stopped the execu-
tion of the Maghalaya
High Court order staying
the memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) signed
by the chief ministers of
the two states for settling
their festering boundary
dispute.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices
P S Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala took note of the
submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
and the lawyers represent-
ing Assam and Meghalaya
and ordered a stay on the
order of the Meghalaya
High Court.

The bench took note of
the submissions that some
of the areas, which are
covered under the MoU,
are not getting the benefits
of the developmental
schemes due to the old bor-
der disputes and, more-
over, the boundary be-
tween the two states has
not been altered due to the
agreement.

It also issued notices to
the four people who had
originally moved the high
court against the execu-
tion of the MoU on vari-
ous grounds including
that the settlement
breached Article 3 of the
Constitution.

Article 3 empowers
Parliament to make a law
related to the formation of

new states and alteration
of the boundaries of exist-
ing states.

Earlier during the day,
the apex court agreed to
hear the plea challenging
the order of the
Meghalaya High Court.

“We will hear it. Please
provide three copies of the
petition,” the CJI said.

A single judge bench of
the Meghalaya High Court
had on December 8 or-
dered an interim stay on
physical demarcation or
erection of boundary
posts on the ground follow-
ing the inter-state border
pact. Later, a division
bench of the high court re-
fused to interfere with the
order of the single judge
bench, prompting the peti-

tioners to an appeal in the
top court.

Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K
Sangma and his Assam
counterpart Himanta
Biswa Sarma had in
March last year signed an
MoU for demarcating the
border in at least six of the
12 contested locations that
often raised tensions be-
tween the two states.

On March 29 last year,
the agreement was signed
in the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
by the chief ministers of
Assam and Meghalaya.

The pact sought to re-
solve the protracted dis-
pute in six of the 12 places
along the 884.9-km border
between the two states.

SC halts HC order staying
Assam-Meghalaya border pact

RAMDHANU UTSAV

Women artists get ready to perform Bhona on the last day of Kalakshetra Ramdhanu

Utsav 2023, at Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra, in Guwahati, Friday.

Port Blair, Jan 6 (PTI) 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh Friday visited INS
Baaz, the Indian naval air
station under the joint serv-
ices Andaman and Nicobar
Command of the Indian
Armed Forces, at Campbell
Bay in Great Nicobar Island,
defence sources here said.

He was accompanied by
Lieutenant General Ajai
Singh AVSM, the command-
er-in-chief of Andaman and
Nicobar Command (CIN-
CAN) and interacted with
the troops there. Singh’s visit
and his interaction with the
troops assume importance in
light of the growing influ-
ence of China in the Indian
Ocean region. INS Baaz over-
looks the Strait of Malacca,
the sea route through which
the majority of Chinese im-
ports pass and is one of the
most important shipping
routes in the world both from
economic and a strategic
viewpoints, the sources said.
INS Baaz, which is a full-
fledged forward operating

base of the Indian Naval Air
Arm, also overlooks the Six

Degree channel between
Great Nicobar and the

Indonesian island of
Sumatra. Campbell Bay is
the country’s eye over the
Strait of Malacca, which is
the shortest shipping chan-
nel between Indian and
Pacific Oceans and connect
major economies like China,
Japan, the Middle East and
South Korea.

Singh was familiarised
with the terrain of the south-
ern group of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. He later vis-
ited Indira Point, the south-
ernmost tip of the country.
After visiting INS Baaz he
also went to the Air Force
station at Car Nicobar, the
sources said.

He had arrived in Port
Blair on Thursday to review
the operation preparedness
of the Andaman and
Nicobar Command (ANC). In
his address to the defence of-
ficers and jawans he raised
the border stand off with
China and lauded the brav-
ery of Indian soldiers from
Galwan in Ladakh to
Yangtse in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Rajnath visits INS Baaz

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at Indira Point during his
visit to Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Friday.

Imphal, Jan 6 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday as-
serted that the BJP gov-
ernment in the state freed
Manipur from bandhs and
terrorism and brought it
on the path of develop-
ment.

Addressing a public
rally at Moirang in
Bishnupur district after
virtually inaugurating
and laying the foundation
stone of 21 projects worth
over Rs 1,300 crore, Shah
said the BJP government
defeated insurgency and
lifted Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act or
AFSPA from six districts
of the state.

“There was a situation
of terror during the
Congress rule in
Manipur. Now, it is
among the best governed

small states,” he said.
He said the BJP-led

government at the
Centre has invested Rs
3.45 lakh crore in the

Northeast in less than
eight years and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has visited the region 51
times during this period.

Road, rail and air con-
nectivity have increased
manifold under the Modi
government, Shah said.

“We transformed
Congress’s ‘Look East
Policy’ into ‘Act East
Policy’. We do what we
promise,” he said.

Noting that the N
Biren Singh government
in the state is undertak-
ing massive operations
against drug trafficking
and abuse, he said the
BJP will make Manipur
drug-free by next elec-
tion.

BJP freed Manipur from terrorism, bandhs: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the inauguration
of a 122 feet Marjing polo statue, at the Marjing Polo
Complex in Imphal, Friday.

Noida, Jan 6 (PTI)

A man who identified
himself as a worker of the
BJP’s youth wing was ar-
rested in Greater Noida for
allegedly misbehaving with
an on-duty police officer dur-
ing a checking campaign, a
senior official said on Friday.

The accused was also
found drunk driving and did
not have documents to his
car when checked on the in-
tervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Greater Noida)
Abhishek Verma said.

The accused was identi-
fied as Rahul Bhati, who
claimed to be a worker of the
Ghaziabad unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM), the BJP’s
youth wing. The BJP or the
BJYM are yet to comment on
the incident. The police said
the car in which Bhati was
travelling was being driven
at a high speed with sound

blaring from its hooter when
it was intercepted on the
Bilaspur-Sikandrabad Road.

The windshield of the
Maruti Swift car bore stick-
ers of the BJYM and the
BJP’s flag. It also bore a
sticker that read ‘Adhyaksh:
Mahanagar, Ghaziabad
BJP’.

“The police checking was
set up in the Dankaur area
where a Swift car was inter-
cepted. A person named
Rahul Bhati was driving the
car but was inebriated.
There were black films,
siren and hooter installed in
the car.

He also misbehaved with
the police,” Verma said.
“The car has been impound-
ed by the police and action
has been taken against
Rahul Bhati under CrPC
Section 151 (arrest to pre-
vent cognizable offence
without magisterial order)
after which he was produced
before the competent court,”
Verma said.

Drunk ‘BJYM worker’ arrested
for misbehaving with cops

Sanjay Raut gets
warrant cancelled
Mumbai, Jan 6 (PTI): A
magistrate’s court here on
Friday cancelled a non-
bailable warrant issued
against Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut after he ap-
peared before it in a
defamation case filed by
Medha Somaiya, BJP
leader Kirit Somaiya’s
wife.

Earlier in the day, when
the matter came up, Raut’s
lawyer sought exemption
from personal appearance
for the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber.

But the Sewri metropoli-
tan magistrate rejected the
plea and issued a non-bail-
able warrant against Raut
for not attending the pro-
ceedings despite an earlier
order.

The court on Friday
began recording the state-
ment of the complainant
in the case.

Raut appeared before
the court in the post-lunch
session. The court then
cancelled the warrant.

The next hearing would
be on January 24.

Wayanad, Jan 6 (PTI) 

A man sustained
minor injuries after a
wild elephant attacked
him at Sulthan Bathery
town in this hilly district
of Kerala in the early
hours of Friday.

A video of the ele-
phant taking a stroll
through the streets of
Sulthan Bathery near
here and attacking a
pedestrian has gone
viral.

The presence of the
jumbo in the town forced
the district administra-
tion to clamp prohibito-
ry orders in 10 divisions

of the municipality.
In the video, the fe-

male elephant was seen
walking through the
Bathery streets at
around 2.30 AM today.

The video also showed
the elephant hitting a
pedestrian, Subairkutty
who was walking
through the town, with
its trunk after which he
was seen falling down.

“The elephant at-
tacked the man who suf-
fered minor injuries. It
also attacked a jewellery
shop causing minor
damages. Currently the
officials are tracking the
location of the ele-

phant,” a senior district
administration official
told PTI.

The official said the
elephant has a radio col-
lar and the forest offi-
cials are in the process
of tracking the animal.

The district adminis-
tration is also in the
process of getting ap-
proval to tranquilize the
elephant.

Sources also said that
the forest officials have
identified the elephant
as the one which had re-
cently created problems
in the human inhabited
area of Tamil Nadu 
forest.

Wild elephant attacks man 

Davangere (K’taka), Jan 6 (PTI) 

BJP national president
J P Nadda on Friday said
the political culture of the
country has changed after
Narendra Modi took over
as the Prime Minister of
India in 2014.

Accusing the Congress
of indulging in politics of
“divide and rule” and rep-
resenting corruption,
commission and
casteism, he said the BJP
stands for mission, serv-
ice to the society and de-
velopment.

“When Modi took over
as the Prime Minister of
the country in 2014, it was
not only a change of a
Prime Minister or a gov-
ernment or a set of people
or a party, it was a change
of the political culture of
the country,” Nadda said.

Addressing an event or-
ganised by the BJP here,
he said, “I’m not exagger-
ating, the previous gov-
ernment of UPA was

under the conglomeration
of parties which were
propagating dynastic
rule, they were family
parties, they were spear-
heading the democratic
movement by believing in
vote-bank politics.”

“They believed in divid-
ing society and rule, they
believed in dividing on
the lines of religion and
caste, to see to it that they
ruled for a long time,” he
added.

Nadda was addressing a
gathering of profession-
als and intellectuals here,
as part of the campaign in
the run-up to the
Assembly polls in the
state, which is likely by
April-May.

Stating that the Prime
Minister not only chal-
lenged dynastic rule, van-
shvaad (family politics),
caste equations, vote-bank
politics, he said, “Modi en-
sured the mantra of-
Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,

and Sabka Prayas. So you
will find that the country
took an U-turn and the
new political culture
came in.”

“When I come before
you I don’t speak about di-
viding the society, caste
system and religion part.
When I and my leaders
come before you they
come to you with their re-
port card,” he said, adding
the politics of the report
card has come in the
country.

“We have tried to see to
it that the government is
not here, only to come out
with the manifestos, but
the government that goes
before the the people with
a report card on what they
have done,” Nadda said.

State BJP president
Nalin Kumar Kateel,
party’s national general
secretary Arun Singh,
Member of Parliament G
M Siddeshwara among
others were present at the
event.

An accountable and
pro-responsive govern-
ment has to be there, this
new culture has come,
Nadda further said,
adding that “We are a pro-
responsive, responsible,
proactive and accountable
government.”

Giving credit to the
Modi administration for
COVID-19 vaccine and
successful vaccination
drive across the country,
safe evacuation of Indian
students from war-rav-
aged Ukraine, fast growth
of digital payments
among others, Nadda
highlighted various other
policies and initiatives of
the BJP government in-
cluding new education
policy which gives impe-
tus to regional languages.

He also highlighted the
importance of Swachh
Bharat mission, construc-
tion of toilets especially
in rural areas, Ujwala
scheme, health coverage
scheme, among others.

PM Modi has changed the political
culture of the country: Nadda

Bengaluru, Jan 6 (PTI) 

A Brahmin organisa-
tion has opposed the
Karnataka government’s
plan to use the 10 per cent
quota under EWS catego-
ry for meeting reservation
demands by the dominant
Lingayat and Vokkaliga
communities, and has
termed the move as “anti-
Brahmin”.

Akhila Karnataka
Brahmana Mahasabha
President and former ad-
vocate general Ashok
Haranahalli, in a video
statement, said Brahmins
cannot accept the govern-
ment’s plan and called on
all sub-sects within the
community to come to-
gether and oppose the
move.

The Karnataka Cabinet
on December 29, 2022 had
decided to create two new
OBC categories for
Vokkaligas and Lingayats,
and has planned to meet
their reservation demand
by utilising a portion of

the 10 per cent
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota.

“Despite the directions
that 10 per cent reserva-
tion should be given to the
economically weaker sec-
tion, the state government
did not make its mind on
this even after several
years.

“But they have now
taken a decision with a
plan to divide the 10 per
cent reservation and give
it to certain communities,
and have plans to limit
Brahmins to only 2 to 3 per
cent,” Haranahalli said in
the video posted on his so-
cial media account on
Thursday.

Noting that the state
government has already
taken reservation beyond
50 per cent to 56 per cent
now (through SC/ST
reservation hike), he said,
those communities which
already enjoy quota bene-
fits, cannot be granted that
right under the EWS cate-
gory.

“Despite this, the gov-
ernment wants to give
reservation under EWS to
those communities which
already enjoy reservation
benefits. This has led to
displeasure among the
Brahmins about the gov-
ernment and its anti-
Brahmin policy. The com-
munity was already upset
with the government for
not implementing EWS
category till now,” he
added.

Stating that the
Brahmin community can-
not accept this move by
the government,
Haranahalli said there is a
need for the community to
come together on the issue
and make the government
understand their displeas-
ure.

As per the Cabinet deci-
sion, the Vokkaligas who
come under Category 3A
of the OBC list will now be
placed under the new
Category 2C, while the
Veerashaiva-Lingayats,
who are under Category

3B now, will be put in
Category 2D. The existing
Categories 3A and 3B will
be done away with.

However, the Cabinet
has deferred the decision
regarding the quantum of
reservation to 2C and 2D
categories, until there is a
final report from the
Backward Classes
Commission. Hence, for
now the reservation will
continue as earlier - four
per cent for Vokkaligas
under Category 2C and
five per cent for Lingayats
under Category 2D.

To meet the demands for
a hike in quota from these
communities, the govern-
ment plans to carve out
from the 10 per cent EWS
quota that will be applica-
ble to Brahmins, Jains,
Arya Vysyas, Nagarthas,
Mudaliars, among others.

This is likely to be done
following the report,
which will determine 10
per cent reservation for
castes and populations
that deserve EWS quota.

Brahmin body questions K’taka govt’s plan to use EWS

quota for demands of Vokkaligas & Lingayats



RISHI VISITS HARRIS ACADEMY

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak visits Harris Academy, in Battersea, London, Friday, Jan. 6.
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Islamabad, Jan 06 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday held talks with
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
chief Kristalina
Georgieva to break the
deadlock over the release
of the next tranche of as-
sistance for the cash-
strapped country.

The contact was made
four days before an expect-
ed face-to-face meeting be-
tween the prime minister
and the IMF chief on the
sidelines of the Geneva
Conference for flood vic-
tims. Addressing a busi-
ness gathering here on
Friday, Sharif confirmed
he received a call from

IMF Managing Director
Georgieva and they dis-
cussed the issue of dis-
bursement of an already
pledged loan.

“I told the IMF that we
cannot put more burden
on our masses. I also urged
that the IMF should send
its delegation to Pakistan
for talks,” he said, adding
that the delegation was ex-
pected to arrive over the
next three or four days to
discuss various issues.

The global lender has re-
fused to issue the new in-
stalment of the already
agreed loan since Pakistan

was not living up to the
promises it made when the
stalled loan of USD 6 bil-
lion was restored last year.

Prime Minister Sharif
also sought relaxation in
the demand to increase
electricity prices to com-
pensate for the deviation
of around Rs 500 billion
from the annual circular
debt management plan.

These remain the major
stumbling blocks in reach-
ing an initial understand-
ing of a staff-level visit by
the IMF to Pakistan.

“However, the govern-
ment stood ready to im-
pose flood levy and wind-
fall income tax on com-
mercial banks,” sources
said. There was also a re-
solve from the Pakistani
side to increase the energy
prices in future against
any further deviation.

Pakistan and the IMF
had a round of engage-
ment on November 18 last

year, but could not finalise
a schedule for formal talks
on the overdue ninth re-
view.

The IMF board in
August last year approved
the seventh and eighth re-
views of Pakistan’s
bailout programme, allow-
ing for a release of over
USD 1.1 billion.

The much-needed
bailout package from the
IMF helped Pakistan avert
an imminent default,
amidst the persisting polit-
ical uncertainty and the
devastating floods that
have displaced more than
33 million people.

As the economy re-
mains under pressure, the
premier also made calls to
the Chinese counterpart,
Li Keqiang, seeking
Beijing’s help to avert a
looming default while
army chief General Asim
Munir met the Saudi de-
fence minister in Riyadh.

Shehbaz Sharif holds talks with
IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva 

To break deadlock
over next tranche 
of assistance

Kyiv, Jan 06 (AP):

The impact of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
order for his forces in
Ukraine to observe a uni-
lateral, 36-hour cease-fire
was in doubt Friday after
Kyiv officials dismissed the
move as a ploy but didn’t
clarify whether Ukrainian
troops would follow suit.

Moscow also didn’t say
whether it would hit back if
Ukraine kept fighting. The
Russian-declared truce in
the nearly 11-month war
began at noon Friday and
was to continue through
midnight Saturday
Moscow time (0900 GMT
Friday to 2100 GMT
Saturday; 4 a.m. EST
Friday to 4 p.m. EST
Saturday). There were no
immediate reports of it
being broken. Putin’s an-
nouncement Thursday that
the Kremlin’s troops would

stop fighting along the
1,100-kilometer (684-mile)
front line or elsewhere was
unexpected.

It came after the Russian
Orthodox Church head,
Patriarch Kirill, proposed a
cease-fire for this week-
end’s Orthodox Christmas
holiday.

The Orthodox Church,
which uses the Julian cal-
endar, celebrates
Christmas on Jan. 7.

But Ukrainian and
Western officials suspected
an ulterior motive in
Putin’s apparent goodwill
gesture. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy questioned the
Kremlin’s intentions, ac-
cusing the Kremlin of
planning the fighting
pause “to continue the war
with renewed vigor.” “Now
they want to use Christmas
as a cover to stop the ad-
vance of our guys in the

(eastern) Donbas (region)
for a while and bring
equipment, ammunition
and mobilized people clos-
er to our positions,”
Zelenskyy said late
Thursday.

He did not, however,
state outright that Kyiv
would ignore Putin’s re-
quest. U.S. President Joe
Biden echoed Zelenskyy’s
wariness, saying it was “in-
teresting” that Putin was
ready to bomb hospitals,
nurseries and churches on
Christmas and New Year’s.

“I think (Putin) is trying
to find some oxygen,”
Biden said, without elabo-
rating. State Department
spokesman Ned Price said
Washington had “little
faith in the intentions be-
hind this announcement,”
adding that Kremlin offi-
cials “have given us no rea-
son to take anything that
they offer at face value.”

Kremlin-ordered truce is uncertain
amid suspicion of motives Chiyayi (Taiwan), Jan 06 (AP):

Taiwanese President
Tsai Ing-wen visited a mil-
itary base on Friday to ob-
serve drills while rival
China protested the pas-
sage of a US Navy destroy-
er through the Taiwan
Strait, as tensions between
the sides showed no sign of
abating in the new year.

Beijing claims self-gov-
erning Taiwan as Chinese
territory to be brought
under its control by force
if necessary, and regularly
protests the passage of US
and other foreign war-
ships through the Taiwan
Strait, one of the world’s
busiest waterways.

Tsai’s visit to the base in
the central county of
Chiayi comes as Taiwan is
seeking to boost its de-
fences against the rising
threat from China.

That includes expand-
ing the domestic ship-
building and arms indus-

try, buying more defensive
weaponry from the US and
extending the national
service requirement for all
men from four months to a
full year beginning in 2024.

Along with observing
the display by an army
mechanized infantry bat-
talion, Tsai visited the air
force’s Fourth Tactical
Fighter Wing, whose pilots
are largely responsible for
intercepting Chinese mili-
tary aircraft approaching
the the midline of the

Taiwan Strait.
“I would like to reiterate

that the continuous activi-
ties of the People’s
Liberation Army (around
Taiwan) are not helpful to
cross-strait relations nor
to the peace and stability
of the region,” Tsai said.

“As we are facing the ex-
pansion of authoritarian-
ism, we can only but
strengthen the country’s
combat capabilities and
toughness to secure our
national security and in-

terests,” said Tsai.
Meanwhile, China ac-

cused the US of “publicly
hyping” the passage on
Thursday of the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Chung-
Hoon through the strait,
adding that its forces mon-
itored the ship the entire
time.

“The Eastern Theater
Command of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
organised troops to moni-
tor the US ship’s entire
passage and was fully cog-
nizant of all its actions,”
the command’s spokesper-
son Col. Shi Yi said in a
brief statement posted to
social media.

The US says the strait is
international waters be-
yond the territorial sea of
any coastal state.

“Chung-Hoon’s transit
through the Taiwan Strait
demonstrates the United
States’ commitment to a
free and open Indo-Pacific.

The United States military
flies, sails and operates
anywhere international
law allows,” the Japan-
based 7th Fleet said in a
statement.

China’s attempts to in-
timidate Taiwan militari-
ly have risen to new
heights in recent months,
raising concerns in
Washington that Beijing is
growing closer to using
force.

That has included firing
missiles into the sea and
sending planes and ships
across the dividing line in
the Taiwan Strait in
August in response to a
visit to the island by US
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi.

Last month, it sent a
record-breaking 71 planes
and seven ships toward
Taiwan in a 24-hour dis-
play of force after express-
ing anger at Taiwan-relat-
ed provisions in a US an-
nual defence spending bill.

Taiwan’s Tsai visits base as China protests US ship passage

Tokyo, Jan 06 (AP):

Japan and the United
States will hold security
talks between their foreign
and defence ministers in
Washington the day before
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida lands in
the US capital next week
wrapping up his tour of
Group of Seven nations as
Tokyo expands its military
and deepen alliance with
America amid China’s
growing influence.

Kishida will embark on
a six-nation trip Monday
to France, Italy, Britain
and Canada ahead of his
January 13 summit with
US President Joe Biden.

Defense Minister
Yasukazu Hamada and

Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi will
fly to Washington to join
their American counter-
parts Lloyd Austin and
Antony Blinken for their
“2+2” security talks on
Wednesday, just before
their leaders’ summit at
the White House, Japanese
officials said Friday.

The “2+2” talks are ex-
pected to focus on their
new national security
strategies, released by
Japan in mid-December
and the United States in
October, and how the two
allies plan to tackle securi-
ty concerns including
China, North Korea and
Russia. “We will discuss
strengthening of deter-
rence and response capa-

bility of the Japan-US al-
liance as we take into con-
sideration our new strate-
gy documents,” Hamada
told reporters.

Hamada said Friday he
and Austin will separately
hold bilateral defence
talks on Thursday to dis-
cuss details of how their
militaries can expand and
deepen their operations.

Asked if they will dis-
cuss a revision to their
current defence guideline
based on Japan’s more de-
fensive role, Hamada said
nothing has been decided.

Japan in December
adopted a set of three se-
curity and defense strate-

gy documents that break
from its exclusively self-
defence-only stance.

Under the new strate-
gies, Japan vows to build
up its counterstrike capa-
bility with long-range
cruise missiles that can
reach potential targets in
China, double its defense
budget within five years
and bolster development
of advanced weapons.

US officials have wel-
comed Japan’s willingness
to take on more offensive
role, while experts say it
could also help widen co-
operation with Australia,
their main regional de-
fence partner.

Japan, US to hold security talks
before Kishida meets Biden

United Nations, Jan 06 (PTI):

India, among the largest
troop-contributing coun-
tries to UN peacekeeping, is
deploying a platoon of
women peacekeepers in
Abyei, the country’s largest
single unit of female Blue
Helmets in a UN mission
since 2007.

The move heralded
India’s intent of increasing
significantly the number of
women in peacekeeping
contingents.

“India is deploying an all
#women’s platoon of peace-
keepers as part of our bat-
talion to the UN Mission in
#Abyei @UNISFA_1. This is
the single largest deploy-
ment of women #peace-
keepers in recent years.
Good wishes to the team!”
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj tweeted Thursday,
along with a photo of the
contingent.

India’s Permanent
Mission to the UN said in a
statement that the platoon
of women peacekeepers
will be deployed in Abyei as
part of the Indian Battalion
in the United Nations
Interim Security Force,
Abyei (UNISFA) on January
6, 2023.

“This will be India’s
largest single unit of
women Peacekeepers in a
UN Mission since we de-
ployed the first-ever all-
women’s contingent in
Liberia in 2007. It will also
herald India’s intent of in-
creasing significantly the
number of Indian women in
Peacekeeping contingents,”
the statement said.

The Indian contingent,
comprising two officers and

25 other ranks, will form
part of an engagement pla-
toon and specialise in com-
munity outreach and will be
performing extensive secu-
rity-related tasks as well.
“Their presence will be es-
pecially welcome in Abyei,
where a recent spurt in vio-
lence has triggered a spate
of challenging humanitar-
ian concerns for women
and children in the con-
flict zone,” it added.

In September last year,
Kamboj had said in a
Security Council briefing
on United Nations
Peacekeeping Operations
that the role of women
peacekeepers cannot be
over-emphasised ineffec-
tive peacekeeping.

She had underlined that
India took pride in having
deployed the first-ever all-
women peacekeeping con-
tingent in Liberia in 2007,
“which inspired a whole
generation of Liberian
women to take part in the
country’s security sector.
We stand ready to con-
tribute further to this re-
gard.”

The Indian mission
noted in the statement
that women peacekeepers

are “highly regarded” in
UN missions throughout
the world for their ability to
reach out and connect with
women and children in
local populations, especially
victims of sexual violence
in conflict zones.

“Indian women particu-
larly have a rich tradition in

peacekeeping,” the state-
ment said adding that UN’s
first Police Adviser Dr
Kiran Bedi, United Nations
Military Gender Advocate
of the Year Award 2019 hon-
oree Major Suman Gawani
and Shakti Devi have made
a mark for themselves in
UN Peacekeeping.

India deploys platoon of women
peacekeepers in UN mission in Abyei

B y the end of 2022, more
than 650 million COVID

infections had been reported
to the World Health
Organisation. With the true
number likely much higher,
and the tally increasing by
hundreds of thousands every
week, the scientific communi-
ty has been focused on under-
standing the impact of COVID
on our physical health, men-
tal health and brain function.
In the early stage of the pan-
demic, sleep scientists chart-
ed the costs and benefits of
lockdowns on sleep patterns.
The main finding was that we
slept more in lockdown but
the quality of our sleep was
worse. Now a second wave of
data is beginning to explain
how becoming infected with
COVID is affecting our sleep
and even intruding into our
dreams.

The most recent meta-
analysis, a review of all the
currently available scientific
literature, estimates that 52%
of people who contract
COVID suffer from sleep dis-
turbances during the infec-
tion. The most common type
of sleep disturbance reported
is insomnia. People with in-
somnia typically find it diffi-
cult to fall asleep or stay
asleep, and often wake up
early in the mornings.
Worryingly, sleep problems
sometimes persist even after
recovery from the infection. A

study in China found that 26%
of people who were admitted
to hospital with COVID
showed symptoms of insom-
nia two weeks after discharge.
And a US study showed that
people who had been infected
with COVID were more likely
than people who had never
been infected to have trouble
sleeping, even up to a month
after a positive COVID test.

Sleep difficulties 
and long COVID

While most people recover
from COVID quickly, some
continue to have symptoms in
the longer term. People suffer-
ing from long COVID seem
very likely to face persistent
sleep problems. A 2021 study
surveyed more than 3,000 peo-
ple with long COVID. Almost
80% of participants self-re-
ported sleep problems, most
commonly insomnia. A more
recent study collected data on
both sleep duration and quali-
ty using smart wristbands.
Participants with long COVID
slept less overall and got less
deep sleep than participants
who had never had COVID.
Loss of deep sleep is particu-
larly concerning, as this type
of sleep reduces how tired we
feel and strengthens concen-
tration and memory. Lack of
deep sleep may be partly re-
sponsible for the commonly
reported "brain fog" during
and after COVID. The fact
COVID often interferes with
sleep is also worrying because
sleep helps our immune sys-
tem to fight infections.

Why does COVID a
ffect our sleep?

There are many reasons
why a COVID infection might
lead to poor sleep. One review
identified physiological, psy-
chological and environmental
factors. COVID can have a di-
rect impact on the brain, in-
cluding the areas that control
both wake and sleep states.

We don't yet have a clear un-
derstanding of how this
works, but possible mecha-
nisms could include the virus
infecting the central nervous
system or affecting the brain's
blood supply. Typical symp-
toms of COVID include fever,
coughing and breathing diffi-
culties. These are also well
known to disturb sleep.

Poor mental health can lead
to sleep problems and vice
versa. There's a strong link be-
tween catching COVID and
mental health issues, particu-
larly depression and anxiety.
This can be caused by worries
about recovery, loneliness or
social isolation. Such anxi-
eties may make sleeping hard-
er. Meanwhile, hospitalised
COVID patients can face addi-
tional difficulties trying to
sleep in busy hospital envi-
ronments where sleep is often
disturbed by noise, treatment
and other patients.

What about dreams?
The International COVID-19

Sleep Study, a global research
project involving sleep scien-
tists from 14 countries, recent-
ly released its findings into
dreaming. The study sur-
veyed infected and uninfected
participants about their
dreams.

Both groups had more
dreams after the start of the
pandemic than before.
Intriguingly, the infected par-
ticipants had more night-
mares than the uninfected
participants, while there was
no difference between the
groups before the pandemic.
There's no simple explanation
for why catching COVID may
increase nightmares, but
mental health may again play
a role. Poor mental health is
often accompanied by night-
mares. The International
COVID-19 Sleep Study team
found the infected group
showed more symptoms of

conditions such as anxiety
and depression.

Getting help
The close links between

sleep and both mental and
physical health mean that pre-
vention and treatment of dis-
turbed sleep have never been
more important, and will re-
quire creative solutions from
governments and healthcare
providers. If you've had trou-
ble sleeping during or after
COVID, or are having more bad
dreams than you used to,
you're not alone. Both short-
and long-term insomnia can
often be treated with cognitive
behavioural therapy (CBT)
that you may be able to access
through your doctor. For less
severe sleep problems, the
European Academy for
C o g n i t i v e - B e h a v i o r a l
Treatment of Insomnia has
compiled recommendations,
some based on principles ap-
plied in CBT, that you can fol-
low at home.

These include:

Keeping a regular sleep-

wake schedule

Restricting thinking about

things that make you feel

stressed to specific times

of day

Using your bed only for

sleep and sex

Going to bed and getting

up when you naturally feel

inclined to do so

Sharing feelings of stress

and anxiety with family

and friends

Reducing sleep disruption

due to light exposure by

making sure your bed-

room is as dark as possible

Exercising regularly in

daylight

Avoiding eating close to

bedtime.
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What a shock! 
Delhi’s Anjali Singh, who died

after being dragged by a car for
14 km in the early hours of this
New Year, was with a friend
Nidhi, when their scooter met
with an accident. But what
pained me and I was unable to
understand why the accompany-
ing Nidhi who escaped with
minor injuries did not raise any
alarm? Had she raised the alarm
in time the victim Anjali might
have survived. One wonders if
she has no fear of going to a
midnight party at 1.45 AM, but
felt fear to save her friend.
Instead, Nidhi spreading lies and
maligning Anjali’s character that
she was drunk on New Years
Day, but the detailed post-
mortem of Anjali has not shown
that there was any alcohol in her
system. After this how one be-
lieves Nidhi’s version that the
men in the car knew Anjali was
stuck under their car. Like many
times earlier this time also Delhi
Commission for Women’s (DCW)
has recommended setting up a
high-level committee under the
chairpersonship of union home
minister, which should include
few prominent persons to create
a coordinated strategy for tack-
ling crimes against women in the
crime capital. It’s a lengthy
process and its success remains
doubtful as we have witnessed it
from the time of Nirbhaya case.
But prompt and early action why
not like Anjali’s friend Nidhi, the
five youths (who ignored Anjali
and Nidhi’s screams) and police
officials of the area (has shown
such disregard for women safety
and then on top of it trying to
hide their incompetence by
cooking up things) should be
brought under the lens of strin-
gent legal action, for the horrific
Kanjhawala accident.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Heinous crime
The car occupants after hit-

ting the scooter should have
stopped and helped the injured
women, but they sped away,
dragging the victim for 13 km,
resulting in her death. They de-
serve the severest punishment
for their heinous crime. The po-
lice and courts should ensure a
speedy trial and the harshest
punishment possible. Parents
should also learn a lesson from
this incident. Riding a two-
wheeler at an unearthly hour is
highly risky. Necessary safety
measures must be in place be-
fore girls venture out for late-
night parties, especially if un-
escorted.

WWgg  CCddrr  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((rreettdd)),,
JJaallaannddhhaarr

Protests create 
nuisance

Though the SC has repeatedly
ruled that the constitutional right
to protest is not absolute and
cannot be resorted to anywhere
and anytime, the nuisance value
of protests is increasing. Protests
have a detrimental effect on nor-
mal life and economy. It is imper-
ative that the Gujarat legislation
is adopted by the Centre too. Any
violation of prohibitory orders is-
sued under Section 144 of the
CrPC should be treated as a cog-
nisable offence under Section
188 to ensure that law and order
prevails effectively throughout
India.

LLaalliitt  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa
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Homeless people on a pavement during a cold and foggy winter morning, in Gurugram, Friday, Jan. 6.

COLD DAY

A s COVID-19 rips through China, other countries and the
World Health Organization are calling on its govern-

ment to share more comprehensive data on the outbreak.
Some even say many of the numbers it's reporting are mean-
ingless. Without basic data like the number of deaths, infec-
tions and severe cases, governments elsewhere have institut-
ed virus testing requirements for travelers from China. Beijing
has said the measures aren't science-based and threatened
countermeasures. Of greatest concern is whether new vari-
ants will emerge from the mass infection unfolding in China
and spread to other countries. The delta and omicron variants
developed in places that also had large outbreaks, which can
be a breeding ground for new variants.

WWHHAATT  IISS  CCHHIINNAA  SSHHAARRIINNGG  AANNDD  NNOOTT  SSHHAARRIINNGG??

Chinese health authorities publish a daily count of new
cases, severe cases and deaths, but those numbers include
only officially confirmed cases and use a very narrow defini-
tion of COVID-related deaths. China is most certainly doing
their own sampling studies but just not sharing them, said
Ray Yip, who founded the US Centres for Disease Control of-
fice in China. The nationwide tally for Thursday was 9,548
new cases and five deaths, but some local governments are
releasing much higher estimates just for their jurisdictions.
Zhejiang, a province on the east coast, said Tuesday it was
seeing about 1 million new cases a day. If a variant emerges
in an outbreak, it's found through genetic sequencing of the
virus. Since the pandemic started, China has shared 4,144 se-
quences with GISAID, a global platform for coronavirus data.
That's only 0.04 per cent of its reported number of cases a
rate more than 100 times less than the United States and
nearly four times less than neighbouring Mongolia.

WWHHAATT  IISS  KKNNOOWWNN  AANNDD  WWHHAATT  

CCAANN  BBEE  FFIIGGUURREEDD  OOUUTT??

So far, no new variants have shown up in the sequences
shared by China. The versions fuelling infections in China
"closely resemble" those that have been seen in other parts
of the world since July, GISAID said. Dr. Gagandeep Kang,
who studies viruses at the Christian Medical College of
Vellore in India, agreed, saying there wasn't anything particu-
larly worrisome in the data so far. That hasn't stopped at least
10 countries including the US, Canada, Japan, South Korea,
India, Australia, the UK, France, Spain and Italy from an-
nouncing virus testing requirements for passengers from
China. The European Union strongly encouraged all its mem-
ber states to do so this week. Health officials have defended
the testing as a surveillance measure that helps fill an infor-
mation gap from China. This means countries can get a read
on any changes in the virus through testing, even if they don't
have complete data from China. "We don't need China to
study that, all we have to do is to test all the people coming
out of China," said Yip, the former public health official.
Canada and Belgium said they will look for viral particles in
wastewater on planes arriving from China. "It is like an early
warning system for authorities to anticipate whether there's a
surge of infections coming in," said Dr. Khoo Yoong Khean, a
scientific officer at the Duke-NUS Centre of Outbreak in
Singapore. Chinese officials have repeatedly said they are
sharing information, pointing to the sequences given to GI-
SAID and meetings with the WHO. But WHO officials have re-
peatedly asked for more not just on genetic sequencing but
also on hospitalisations, ICU admissions and deaths. WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus expressed
concern this week about the risk to life in China. "Data re-
mains essential for WHO to carry out regular, rapid and ro-
bust risk assessments of the global situation," the head of the
UN health agency said. The Chinese government often holds
information from its own public, particularly anything that re-
flects negatively on the ruling Communist Party. State media
have shied away from the dire reports of a spike in cremations
and people racing from hospital to hospital to try to get treat-
ment as the health system reaches capacity. Government offi-
cials have accused foreign media of hyping the situation.
Khean, noting that South Africa's early warning about omi-
cron led to bans on travelers from the country, said there is a
need to foster an environment where countries can share
data without fear of repercussions. 

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

T oday, one of the major technological advancements
sweeping India's healthcare industry is telemedicine.

The pandemic has pushed the use of telemedicine to safely
deliver and access care to individuals who need it, particular-
ly those who reside in rural and distant areas of India. People
in the far-flung hilly and tribal regions of the nation now have
access to city-level medical facilities thanks to India's boom-
ing telemedicine industry. India reached a significant turning
point in its digital health journey in March 2022 when it com-
pleted 170,000 teleconsultations in a single day through its
national telemedicine programme, "eSanjeevani." The mar-
ket for telehealth is projected to be worth US$ 83.5 billion
globally and to grow at a CAGR of 24% between 2023 and
2030. Due to the technology's growing use and scope as well
as its many applications, it is anticipated that artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning will be employed more frequent-
ly in telehealth by 2023. Experts predict that virtual reality
and augmented reality will increase the scope of telemedi-
cine. The latest technology will appear to test the patient as
they are seated next to one another. The National Health
Digital Mission, unique health IDs, and electronic health and
medical records have all been introduced, and they have all
helped to promote telemedicine by enhancing synergy and
generating awareness across all e-platforms. Computer ex-
perts believe that 5G has the potential to greatly boost the
telemedicine sector. As we saw during the outbreak, 5G-en-
abled devices with cloud connectivity are valuable for more
than only doctor-patient video calls. A medical expert can
swiftly and efficiently retrieve a patient's vital signs via 5G to
determine the state of the patient.There are a number of new
technologies that can be applied in telemedicine to assist pa-
tients in adhering more closely to their prescription schedules
and managing their illnesses more effectively. Telemedicine
will carry on bridging the gap between patients, medical pro-
fessionals, and healthcare systems in the future.

A PROMISING FUTURE

Is China sharing enough
COVID-19 information?

How COVID can disturb your sleep 
and dreams and what could help

O ver 80 per cent, or 4
out of every 5 gla-

ciers by number, could well
disappear by the end of this
century, if fossil fuel use con-
tinues unabated, according
to a study. The findings
showed that the world could
lose as much as 41 percent of
its total glacier mass this cen-
tury - or as little as 26 percent
- depending on today's cli-
mate change mitigation ef-
forts. Assistant Professor
David Rounce of Civil and
Environmental Engineering,
Carnegie Mellon University,
US, led an international ef-
fort to produce new projec-
tions of glacier mass loss
through the century under
different emissions scenar-
ios, according to the study.

The projections were ag-
gregated into global tempera-
ture change scenarios to sup-

port adaptation and mitiga-
tion discussions, such as
those at the United Nations
Conference of Parties (COP
27), held in Egypt, the study
said. Even in a best-case, low-
emissions scenario, where
the increase in global mean
temperature is limited to +1.5
degrees Celsius relative to
pre-industrial levels, over 25
per cent of glacial mass will
be gone and nearly 50 per
cent of glaciers by number
are projected to disappear,
the study said. A majority of
these lost glaciers are small
(less than one sq km) by gla-
cial standards, but their loss
can negatively impact local
hydrology, tourism, glacier
hazards, and cultural values,
the study said.

Rounce's work provided
better context for regional
glacier modelling, and he

hoped it will spur climate pol-
icymakers to lower tempera-
ture change goals beyond the
2.7 degree Celsius mark that
pledges from COP-26, held in
Glasgow, UK are projected to
hit. Smaller glacial regions
like Central Europe and
Western Canada and the US
will be disproportionately af-
fected by temperatures rising
more than 2 degrees Celsius
C. At a 3 degrees Celsius rise,
glaciers in these regions al-
most disappear completely,
the study said. Rounce noted
that the way in which gla-
ciers respond to changes in
climate takes a long time. He
described the glaciers as ex-
tremely slow-moving rivers.

Cutting emissions today
will not remove previously
emitted greenhouse gasses,
nor can it instantly halt the
inertia they contribute to cli-

mate change, meaning even a
complete halt to emissions
would still take between 30
and 100 years to be reflected
in glacier mass loss rates, the
study said. Many processes
govern how glaciers lose
mass and Rounce's study ad-
vances how models account
for different types of glaciers,
including tidewater and de-
bris-covered glaciers, the
study said.

Tidewater glaciers refer to
glaciers that terminate in the
ocean, which causes them to
lose a lot of mass at this in-
terface. Debris-covered gla-
ciers refer to glaciers that are
covered by sand, rocks, and
boulders. Prior work by
Rounce has shown that the
thickness and distribution of
debris cover can have a posi-
tive or negative effect on gla-
cial melt rates across an en-

tire region, depending on the
debris thickness. In his
newest work, he found that
accounting for these process-
es had relatively little impact
on the global glacier projec-
tions, but substantial differ-
ences in mass loss were
found when analyzing indi-
vidual glaciers.

The model is also calibrat-
ed with an unprecedented
amount of data, including
individual mass change ob-
servations for every glacier,
which provide a more com-
plete and detailed picture of
glacier mass change, the
study said. The use of su-
percomputers was essential
to support the application of
state-of-the-art calibration
methods and the large en-
sembles of different emis-
sions scenarios, the 
study said.

4 out of 5 glaciers may be lost by 2100
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Appointment

Kochi: Susanth
Kurunthil has taken
charge as the Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Infopark.
Kurunthil has a di-
verse experience of 30
years in the IT indus-
try and has served as
the country head of a
US-based software
company, Infopark
said. Kurunthil took
charge on Wednesday.
"In addition to being
an entrepreneur and
successfully running
three companies, he
has also worked in
various roles includ-
ing being a software
developer and a con-
sultant," Infopark said
in a release.

5G services
New Delhi: Telecom
operator Bharti Airtel
on Friday announced
the launch of its 5G
services in Hissar and
Rohtak, expanding the
reach of the new age
hi-speed network in
Haryana. Airtel's 5G
services are already
live in Gurugram and
Panipat. "Hissar and
Rohtak gets ultrafast
Airtel 5G Plus servic-
es in addition to
Gurugram and
Panipat," the compa-
ny said in a statement.
Airtel '5G Plus' servic-
es will be available to
customers in a phased
manner as the compa-
ny continues to con-
struct its network and
complete the rollout.
Customers with 5G-
enabled devices will
experience the high-
speed Airtel 5G net-
work at no extra cost
until the rollout is
more widespread.

Safe investment

Mumbai: Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath  pitched
his state as a safe in-
vestment destination
and also interacted
with prominent
Bollywood personali-
ties during his visit to
Mumbai, where
Maharashtra's
Opposition parties
targeted him over his
roadshow. Adityanath
assured industrialists
of a strong law and
order situation in
Uttar Pradesh, devoid
of fear and free of
land mafia. "You must
have seen that before
2017, there used to be
riots every other day,
now the law and situa-
tion in the state is
very strong.

Taming inflation 
New Delhi: Taming
inflation is the top pri-
ority for South Asian
countries like India as
an unchecked price
rise may pose risk to
growth and invest-
ment outlook, Reserve
Bank (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das said
on Friday. Speaking at
an event organised by
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF),
he said rising levels of
debt, alongside sus-
tained price pres-
sures, pose risks to the
region's economic
growth and both must
be contained.

New Delhi, Jan 06:  

The Indian economy is
estimated to grow at 7 per
cent in the 2022-23 fiscal,
down from 8.7 per cent a
year ago, mainly due poor
performance of mining
and manufacturing sec-
tors. As per the first ad-
vance estimates of nation-
al income released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Friday, the manu-
facturing sector output is
estimated to decelerate to
1.6 per cent in the current
fiscal from 9.9 per cent in
2021-22. Similarly, mining
sector growth is estimated
at 2.4 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal as against 11.5

per cent in 2021-22.
"Real GDP or GDP

(Gross Domestic Product)
at Constant (2011-12) Prices
in the year 2022-23 is esti-
mated at Rs 157.60 lakh
crore, as against the
Provisional Estimate of
GDP for the year 2021-22 of
Rs 147.36 lakh crore, re-
leased on 31st May, 2022,"
an NSO statement said. It
stated that growth in real
GDP during 2022-23 is esti-
mated at 7.0 per cent as
compared to 8.7 per cent in
2021-22.

The NSO estimates are a
tad higher than the 6.8 per
cent GDP growth projec-
tion of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI). It also said the

nominal GDP or GDP at
Current Prices in the year
2022-23 is estimated at Rs
273.08 lakh crore, as
against the Provisional
Estimate of GDP for the
year 2021-22 of Rs 236.65
lakh crore. The growth in
nominal GDP during 2022-
23 is estimated at 15.4 per
cent as compared to 19.5
per cent in 2021-22. The
agriculture sector is pro-
jected to see a growth of 3.5
per cent in FY2022-23, high-
er than the 3 per cent ex-
pansion recorded in the
previous financial year.

Trade, hotel, transport,
communication and serv-
ices related to broadcasting
segment is estimated to

grow at 13.7 per cent from
11.1 per cent in 2021-22.
Financial, real estate and
professional services seg-
ment is projected to grow
at 6.4 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal, up from 4.2 per
cent in 202-22. However,
construction sector growth
is expected to decelerate to
9.1 per cent from 11.5 per
cent a year ago. Similarly,
public adminstration, de-
fence and other services
growth is estimated to drop
to 7.9 per cent this fiscal
from 12.6 per cent in FY22.
The growth in gross value
added (GVA) at basic prices
is pegged at 6.7 per cent
this fiscal, down from 8.1
per cent in 2021-22.

India’s GDP growth estimated to
slip to 7 pc in 2022-23: Govt data

New Delhi, Jan 06:  

President Droupadi Murmu will
give away the coveted Digital
India Awards to winners on
Saturday, January 7, 2023,
according to an official state-
ment. The government has
envisioned the Digital India
Programme to transform the
country into a digitally-empow-
ered society and knowledge
economy. The Digital India
Awards (DIA) encourage and
honour innovative digital initia-
tives by government entities at
all levels. DIA 2022 aims to
inspire not only the govern-
ment entities but also startups
and grassroot-level digital ini-
tiatives in fulfilling the Digital
India vision. "The President of
India, Droupadi Murmu to give
away the Digital India Awards
2022 to the winners, here on
January 7, 2023," the state-
ment said. Minister for
Electronics and IT
Communications and Railways,

Ashwini Vaishnaw, and
Secretary, Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Alkesh
Kumar Sharma will also attend
the event in New Delhi, along
with other dignitaries. The sev-
enth edition of the awards
includes categories such as dig-
ital empowerment of citizens,
digital initiatives at grassroot
level, digital initiatives for ease
of doing business, data sharing
and use for socio economic
development, and public digital
platforms central ministries,
departments and states. 

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

Bank account holders
are no longer required to
visit their bank branches to
update 'know your cus-
tomer' (KYC) details provid-
ed they have already sub-
mitted valid documents
and not changed their ad-
dress, the RBI has said.
Instead, if there is no
change in KYC informa-
tion, they can submit a self-
declaration through email-
id, registered mobile num-
ber, ATMs, or any other dig-
ital channels.

Following up on Reserve
Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das stating
that banks should not insist
on branch visits for KYC
updation, the central bank
on Thursday issued guide-
lines for the same. "As per
the present guidelines, if
there is no change in KYC
information, a self-declara-

tion to that effect from the
individual customer is suf-
ficient to complete the re-
KYC process.

"The banks have been ad-
vised to provide facility of
such self-declaration to the
individual customers
through various non-face-
to-face channels such as
registered email-id, regis-
tered mobile number,
ATMs, digital channels
(such as online banking/in-
ternet banking, mobile ap-
plication), letter, etc., with-
out need for a visit to a
bank branch," it said. If
there is only a change in ad-
dress, customers can fur-
nish a revised/updated ad-
dress through any of these
channels after which, the
bank would undertake veri-
fication of the declared ad-
dress within two months.
The RBI said banks have
been mandated to keep
their records up-to-date and

relevant by undertaking pe-
riodic reviews and updates
to comply with the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA). A new KYC
process is needed if KYC
documents available in
bank records do not con-
form to the present list of
officially valid documents --
passport, driving licence,
proof of the possession of
an Aadhaar number, voter's
identity card, NREGA job
card and letter issued by
the National Population
Register.

It's also needed in cases
where the validity of the
KYC document submitted
earlier may have expired.
In such cases, banks are re-
quired to provide an ac-
knowledgment of the re-
ceipt of the KYC docu-
ments / self-declaration
submitted by the customer,
the RBI said.

No need to visit bank to update KYC

President Murmu to confer Digital
India Awards 2022 on Jan 7

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on Friday
said the government and
the central bank are in dis-
cussion with South Asian
countries to have cross-bor-
der trade in rupee. He also
said the central bank digital
currency (CBDC) is in trial
phase and the RBI is mov-
ing very carefully and cau-
tiously on digital rupee
launch. "For UPI, we have
already entered into agree-
ments with countries in
this region, for example,
with Bhutan and other
countries like Nepal and we
are trying to provide the
UPI facility to make cross-
border payments much eas-
ier in this region. "The
other initiative is the RBI,
together with the
Government of India, have
initiated rupee settlement

of international trade. We
are already in discussion
with some of the countries
in this region and to facili-
tate rupee settlement of
cross border trade in the
South Asian region," Das
said. In his keynote address
at an IMF conference here,

the Governor also said that
the RBI has launched a pilot
project of CBDC. "It's in a
trial phase, we are moving
about it very carefully, very
cautiously because this is
something where the ap-
proach has to be very cau-
tious, very careful.

Govt, RBI in discussion with South Asian
countries for cross-border rupee trade: Das

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das with IMF Deputy Managing Director
Antoinette Sayeh at the launch of IMF's new book “South Asia’s
Path to Resilient Growth” at a high-level conference in New Delhi,
Friday, Jan. 6.

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

The rupee pared initial
gains and settled 9 paise
lower at 82.71 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday, tracking a rebound
in the greenback overseas
and a muted trend in do-
mestic equities. Forex
traders said risk aversion
in international markets
and sustained foreign fund
outflows weighed on in-
vestor sentiments, even as
weak crude oil prices cush-
ioned the downside.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
rupee opened on a positive
note at 82.52 against the
greenback, but pared the
gains and fell to an intra-
day low of 82.75. The do-
mestic currency finally
settled at 82.71, down 9
paise over its previous
close of 82.62. The dollar
index, which gauges the

greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.37
per cent higher at 105.42.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose
0.74 per cent to USD 79.27
per barrel. According to
Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas, the Indian rupee
depreciated on Friday on
rebound in US dollar and

weak domestic bourses.
"FII outflows also weighed
on Rupee. However, weak
crude oil prices cushioned
the downside. US Dollar
gained as tight labour mar-
ket data raised odds that
the US Federal Reserve
may continue to hike inter-
est rates aggressively. The
US trade deficit also nar-
rowed significantly, fur-
ther strengthening the
Dollar," Choudhary said.
"We expect Rupee to trade
with a negative bias as
strong US Dollar and risk
aversion in global markets
may mount downside pres-
sure on Rupee. However,
weak crude oil prices may
prevent a sharp fall in the
domestic currency," he
added. The 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 452.90 points
or 0.75 per cent lower at
59,900.37, while the broader
NSE Nifty fell 132.70 points
or 0.74 per cent to 17,859.45.

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz will
launch ten new vehicles in
India in 2023 with majority
in the over Rs 1-crore price
category, which grew over
69 per cent last year, ac-
cording to a senior compa-
ny official. Mercedes-Benz
India, which posted a
record sales in 2022 at
15,822 units, had sold over
3,500 cars that are priced
above Rs 1 crore last year.
In 2021, Mercedes-Benz
India had sold 11,242 units.
Its previous best sales was
achieved in 2018 at 15,583
units. The company is look-
ing at an overall double-
digit sales growth this year,
and as part of the drive it
launched its 'AMG E53
4MATIC+ Cabriolet' model
priced at Rs 1.3 crore on
Friday.

"The biggest growth for

us in the last year has come
from the TEV (top-end ve-
hicle) segment, where we
have grown by 69 per cent,"
newly appointed Managing
Director & CEO of
Mercedes-Benz India
Santosh Iyer told PTI. The
company's top-end vehicles
include S-Class Maybach,

GLS Maybach, top-end
AMGs, S-Class and GLS
SUV, which are priced over
Rs 1 crore (ex-showroom).
Iyer, who is the first Indian
to be elevated to lead
Mercedes-Benz in the
country, said the share of
its TEV has increased to 22
per cent of the company's

total sales, up from 12 per
cent in pre-Covid year of
2018. He further said bring-
ing more products in the
TEV segment will be a part
of the company's "six pil-
lar" strategy for 2023. "The
first pillar is to think and
act like a luxury brand and
for that we will be introduc-
ing 10 desirable cars in
2023, majority of them will
be in the TEV segment," he
said. Expanding the TEV
base is a key part of the
strategy, Iyer said, adding,
"we have grown at 69 per
cent and we will be launch-
ing more products there.
We have sold more than
3,500 cars only in TEVs in
2022... that's a lot of cars in
the Rs 1-crore-plus seg-
ment". Also, he said the
company will be putting a
lot of emphasis on its on-
line store in order to en-
hance the omni channel ex-
perience for its customers.

Mercedes-Benz will launch 10 new
vehicles in India in 2023: Santosh Iyer

The launch of the new Mercedes-Benz AMG E 53 Cabriolet, at
Aerocity in New Delhi, Friday, Jan. 6.

Rupee falls 9 paise to close
at 82.71 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

Equity benchmarks
pared initial gains to end
lower on Friday, recording
their third day of decline,
amid weak trend in IT
counters. The 30-share
BSE Sensex tumbled
452.90 points or 0.75 per
cent to settle at 59,900.37.
During the day, it tanked
683.36 points or 1.13 per
cent to 59,669.91. The
broader NSE Nifty went
lower by 132.70 points or
0.74 per cent to end at
17,859.45. From the Sensex
pack, Tata Consultancy
Services, Bajaj Finserv,
IndusInd Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Infosys and Tata Motors
were the major laggards.
Mahindra & Mahindra,
Reliance Industries,
Nestle, ITC and Larsen &

Toubro were the winners.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo
and Shanghai ended in the
green, while Hong Kong
settled lower. Equity ex-
changes in Europe were
trading on a mixed note in
mid-session deals. Markets
in the US had ended lower
on Thursday. "The Indian
equity markets have begun
the new year on a slightly
cautious note, in line with
the global markets, contin-
uing the trend visible in
December 2022.

Sensex falls for 3rd
day, ends below 60k

Bengaluru, Jan 06: 

In line withits mission of
“Producing Happiness for
All”, which seeks to con-
tribute towards establish-
ing a ‘future-proofed’ sus-
tainable society that is in
harmony with nature,
Toyota has been develop-
ing green and clean tech-
nologies promoting sus-
tainability across regions.

Being pioneers in electri-
fied and other green vehi-
cle technologies, the com-
pany strives to offer array
of electrified and alternate
fuel vehicles to minimize
CO2 emissions by taking
into consideration the en-
ergy generation, infra-
structure readiness and
consumer adoption of each
country/region. Further,
globally Toyota is commit-
ted to Carbon Neutrality by
2050, and aims to achieve

Net Carbon Zero in
Manufacturing Operations
by 2035. Fuel cell electric
vehicles (FCEVs) are pow-
ered by hydrogen which
produce no tailpipe emis-
sions, being the cleanest
fuel. Green hydrogen is-
generated from renewable
energy sources and can
provide storage require-
ments for solar and wind
energy which is critical for
their rapid take off at a
greater scale.

Towards this direction,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today announced
the supply of its Fuel Cell
Module (one unit) to Ashok
Leylandto build fuel-cell
commercial vehiclein
India for proto examina-
tion and feasibility study
purpose. Commenting on
this clean mobility initia-
tive, Mr. Sudeep S. Dalvi,
Senior Vice President and

Chief Communication
Officer ofToyota Kirloskar
Motor, said “We are ex-
tremely happy to supply
Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Moduleto Ashok Leyland
for building Fuel Cell
Commercial Vehicle for
proto examination and fea-
sibility study purpose.
Reducing tailpipe emis-
sions and carbon footprint
has always been extremely
important for us at Toyota
and we are also committed
to contribute towards the
national target of energy
self-reliance. Globally, the
energy industry is working
on the technological inno-
vations of carbon-neutral
fuels such as hydrogen and
biofuels.Through this ini-
tiative, we hope to promote
wider use of hydrogen as a
fuel which can help to cre-
ate a hydrogen society in
harmony with nature.”

TKM supplies Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Module fora Proto Examination

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

Plan for new begin-
nings and discover prod-
ucts that help revamp
your home with ‘Home
Shopping Spree’ on
Amazon.in. Customers
can organize their home
with winter essentials,
lead a healthier lifestyle,
kick-start their fitness
journey, invest in right
home improvement prod-
ucts and save more while
doing it.

They can avail a host of
exciting offers and up to
70% off on winter essen-
tials including home &
kitchen appliances from
brands such as Bajaj,
Havells, Dyson,
Electrolux, Orient
Electric, Crompton,
Milton, Philips, Eureka
Forbes, Usha, Livpure,
Sleepy Cat, and much

more on 7th and 8th
January 2023. During the
‘Home Shopping Spree’
on Amazon.in, cus-
tomers can get a 10% in-
stant bank discount on
HDFC Debit card, credit
card and CC EMI as well
as a 10% cashback up to
INR 150 on purchase of
INR 1500 & above.
Additionally, this year,
take a step towards a
healthier lifestyle and en-
hance your fitness jour-
ney by making the most
on ‘Get Fit Days’ on
Amazon.in. Customer
can get up to 70% off and
shop from top brands in-
cluding PUMA, beatXP,
Optimum Nutrition, vi-
fitkit, Adidas, boat, noise
and much more from the
specially curated store
which will be live from
1st to 8th January 2023 on
Amazon.in.

New Year ‘Home Shopping
Spree’ on Amazon.in

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

Czech automaker KODA
is looking for accelerated
growth in the Indian mar-
ket, which has become one
of its top three global mar-
kets in 2022, with plans to
bring in electric vehicles
and will consider local
production in the future, a
senior company official
said on Friday. KODA
AUTO India, which sold
57,721 units in 2022, an
over two-fold increase
from 23,858 units in 2021, is
looking at a double-digit
growth in India this year.
The company plans to
bring the Enyaq iV,
KODA's first electric SUV,
in the next fiscal as a com-
pletely built unit, KODA
AUTO India Brand
Director Petr olc told re-
porters in a virtual inter-

action. He, however, did
not elaborate on the exact
time saying it was about
meeting Indian regula-
tions and the tests are on-
going.

For 2023, olc said the
company will build a path
towards accelerating
growth with more product
actions, while ensuring
that its INDIA 2.0 products
such as the SUV Kushaq
and sedan Slavia are well
established besides grow-
ing network reach. The
Kushaq, launched in July
2021, and the Slavia
launched in March 2022,
have been the key drivers
of the company's growth.
These have been devel-
oped in India for the world
as part of the INDIA 2.0
project of the Volkswagen
group, of which the com-
pany is a part.

India among top 3 global
markets, looking for 

accelerated growth: KODA

ACROSS

1. Plant stalks

6. Flat bread

10. Mountain gap

14. Baseball great Hank ____

15. Urgent abbr.

16. Margarine

17. Florida metropolis

18. Woodworker

20. Raised railways

21. Appeal

23. Unspecified person

24. Summer shirt

25. Deck member

27. Guaranteed

31. Tell again

36. Yard covering

37. Like a king

39. First garden

40. Ran, as colors

41. Average

42. Litter's littlest

43. Client

44. Astronomer Carl ____

46. Different

47. Bullfighter

49. Breakfast appliance

51. Opening bet

53. Pistons' league (abbr.)

54. Yacht spot

58. Favorable votes

60. Corporate VIP

63. Functional

65. Patriot ____ Allen

67. Summit

68. ____ code

69. Library no-no

70. Messes up

71. Soft belt

72. Stage awards

DOWN

1. Identical

2. Peacock's pride

3. Significant times

4. Dad's mate

5. Hidden gunman

6. Horse's gait

7. Author ____ Asimov

8. Asphalt

9. Attire

10. Small horse

11. Choir singer

12. Spotted

13. Sensitive

19. Make ____ meet

22. Malicious look

24. Frozen wasteland

26. Biblical mountain

27. Scrapbook
28. Mexican sauce
29. Like honey
30. Leave
32. Mother ____
33. Mature
34. Keyed up
35. Computer key
38. Silence
44. Musical works
45. Zero
48. ____ Carvey of SNL
50. Missing
52. Roof edges
54. Pout
55. Copier
56. Raise
57. Irritates
59. Informal assent
60. Goatee locale
61. Not hard
62. Dollar bills
64. Retiree's acct.
66. Moreover
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B
ollywood actor Arjun
Kapoor expressed his
gratitude towards

contestants Rishi Singh
and Bidipta Chakraborty
for making him relive the
memories of his film '2
States' through their per-
formance.

On the singing reality
show, 'Indian Idol 13', Rishi
along with Bidipta
Chakraborty performed on
the track 'Mast Magan',
originally sung by Arijit
Singh for the 2014 film '2
States'.

After looking at their per-
formance, Arjun, who
acted in the film opposite
Alia Bhatt, praised Rishi
and Bidipta for singing the
duet that took him down
memory lane and he re-
called his shooting days.

He shared: "I finally saw
your face Rishi, you sang
the entire song facing her! I
could sense another vibe
and emotion while you
were performing. I feel both
of you did justice to this
song and thank you for
making me relive ' 2 States'
again."

Arjun Kapoor, Tabu,
Aasmaan Bhardwaj, Rekha
Bhardwaj and Vishal
Bhardwaj are coming on
the sets of the singing reali-
ty show to promote their
film 'Kuttey'. Vishal
Dadlani, Neha Kakkar, and
Himesh Reshammiya are
seen as judges on 'Indian
Idol 13'. It airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Arjun Kapoor
grateful to 

‘Indian Idol 13’
contestants for

making him
relive ‘2 States’ T

his weekend at 8:00
PM, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s singing reali-
ty show, ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ will be welcom-
ing the cast of the upcom-
ing black comedy thriller
film 'Kuttey' - Arjun
Kapoor, Tabu, Aasmaan
Bhardwaj, Rekha
Bhardwaj and Vishal
Bhardwaj for one episode
and, the other episode
will be 'Celebrating
Zeenat Aman and
Poonam Dhillon' in the
presence of the evergreen
Bollywood veterans. The
weekend episodes will
surely make the ‘mausam
musicana,’ as the Top 10
contestants are ready to
bring out their best
singing talents forward!

Getting into the
episodes, everyone’s
favourite will be Arjun
Kapoor who will be seen
grooving with contestant
Shivam and the gorgeous
Tabu on the stage. Adding
to it Tabu will be seen
beatboxing on "Payali

Chunmun Chunmun"
from her own 1982 film
'Virasat'. Bringing smiles
to everyone's face, Vishal
Dadlani will be seen
singing the title song of
the film 'Kuttey'. Not only
this but contestant Vineet
Singh will romanti-fy the
atmosphere and will be

seen proposing to Tabu on
the show.

Wait, there is more! The
Bollywood divas, Zeenat
Aman and Poonam
Dhillon will be seen enjoy-
ing the talent of our top 10
contestants and also re-
veal that they share the
same birthdays on the

show. Adding to this,
Poonam Dhillon will be
seen recreating the iconic
song 'Dum Maro Dum'
from the film 'Hare Rama
Hare Krishna', which was
picturised originally on
her co-guest, Zeenat
Aman. Zeenat Aman will
also reciprocate the trib-

ute by performing the
song 'Tu, Tu Hai Wahi'
from the movie 'Ye Vaada
Raha' that had Poonam
Dhillon in the lead. The
top 10 contestants will be
seen honouring Poonam
Dhillon and Zeenat Aman
by delivering jaw-drop-
ping performances from
their blockbuster films.
Not only this but Zeenat
Aman will be seen setting
the stage on fire by danc-
ing to the song 'Hum Dono
Do Premi' with contestant
Shivam Singh. Soaring
the temperature on set
will be Bidipta
Chakroborty who will be
seen recreating an iconic
train scene of Kareena
Kapoor from the film 'Jab
We Met' as she is her huge
fan. This weekend will be
also more interesting as
viewers will witness an
elimination round, Be
sure to tune in to Indian
Idol Season 13, this
Saturday and Sunday at 8
PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

‘Indian Idol – Season 13’ to 
celebrate veteran heroines

Ajay Devgn’s
‘Bholaa’ wrapped

up, movie to release
on March 30

The shooting for actor-film-
maker Ajay Devgn's upcoming
film 'Bholaa' has wrapped up
and it is slated to release on
March 30 this year.

The makers of the Ajay and
Tabu-starrer on Thursday took
to Instagram and announced
that the shooting of the film has
been finished and it is currently
in post-production.

"Shooting has wrapped; the
post-production frenzy has al-
ready begun. Remember, we
have a date- March 30th in the
theatres,'' Ajay Devgn Fiilms
posted on its official Instagram
page.

The film is produced by Ajay
Devgn Fiilms, T-Series Films,
Reliance Entertainment and
Dream Warrior Pictures.

"Bholaa" is directed by
Lokesh Kanagaraj.

It reportedly tells the story of
an ex-convict who decides to
meet his daughter for the first
time after being released from
prison and gets trapped in seri-
ous situations.

I
ndia’s leading media
conglomerate Zee
Studios has revealed a

massive 2023 slate of 28 ti-
tles across languages, fea-
turing some of the best-
known names in their re-
spective industries. The
line-up includes 26 films
for theatrical release, a di-
rect-to-digital film and a
streaming series, which
are Zee Studios produc-
tions, coproductions or ac-
quisitions.

Mega releases include
H. Vinoth’s Tamil-lan-
guage heist thriller
“Thunivu,” starring
megastar Ajith Kumar
that is due for January
2023 release during the
Pongal festival frame;
Amit Sharma’s long-await-
ed Hindi-language soccer
epic “Maidaan,” starring
Ajay Devgn, due in
February; Farhad Samji’s
Hindi-language action-
comedy “Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi
Ki Jaan,” starring super-
star Salman Khan, due in
April during the Eid festi-
val frame; and “Gadar 2,”
a sequel to Anil Sharma’s
2001 blockbuster “Gadar,”
starring Sunny Deol.

The titles, which in-
clude 26 films for theatri-
cal release, a direct-to-digi-
tal film and a streaming se-
ries, are Zee Studios pro-
ductions, coproductions or
acquisitions.

Big ticket films include
H. Vinoth’s Tamil-lan-
guage heist thriller
“Thunivu,” starring
megastar Ajith Kumar
that is due a Jan. 2023 re-
lease during the Pongal

festival frame; Amit
Sharma’s long-awaited
Hindi-language soccer
epic “Maidaan,” starring
Ajay Devgn, due in
February; Farhad Samji’s
Hindi-language action-
comedy “Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi
Ki Jaan,” starring super-
star Salman Khan, due in
April during the Eid festi-
val frame; and “Gadar 2,”
a sequel to Anil Sharma’s
2001 blockbuster “Gadar,”
starring Sunny Deol. Deol
also stars alongside fellow
veterans Sanjay Dutt,

Mithun Chakraborty and
Jackie Shroff in Vivek
Chauhan’s “Baap.” Other
Hindi-language highlights
include Rani Mukerji in
Ashima Chibber’s “Mrs.
Chatterjee v/s Norway”;
Richa Chaddha in
Abhishek Acharya’s
“Covid Stories”; Yami
Gautam in Aniruddha
Roy Chowdhury’s stream-
ing-bound “Lost”; and
Rahul Bose, Ishwak Singh
and Aparshakti Khurana
in Atul Sabharwal’s
“Berlin.”

Zee Studios releases a 
powerpacked line up of 28 titles

T
V actress Reena
Kapoor, who is cur-
rently seen in the

show 'Aashao Ka Savera...
Dheere Dheere Se', shares
her interest in gardening
and how much she is fond
of nature.

The actress also says
that she loves pets and
wants to keep them at
home but because of her
busy shooting schedule
she can't keep them at
home.

She says: "I adore na-
ture's beauty and enjoy ad-
miring it. Gardening, in-
cluding growing flowers
and feeding birds, is my
favourite pastime. My bal-
cony is a flower garden
with a variety of vibrant
plants. I have a bird nest

on my balcony where the
birds come to eat, and I
love the sound of their
chirping." The actress has
been part of TV shows
such as 'Shakti - Astitva Ke
Ehsaas Ki', 'Vishnu Puran',
'Jai Ganga Maiya', and
many more. Apart from
gardening, Reena also
loves pets as she mentions:
"I also enjoy pets and am
obsessed with them, but I
can't have them at my
house since I go on shoots
all the time. However, my
husband has an animal
farm at his place. I occa-
sionally go to the farm and
spend time wandering
around nature". 'Aashao
Ka Savera…Dheere
Dheere Se' airs on Star
Bharat.

Reena Kapoor gets candid about her
interest in gardening, love for pets

S
ocial responsibility
towards society has
been a priority for

several celebrities in
Bollywood. Raveena
Tandon is one of the
celebrities in Bollywood
who is known for her
philanthropic work.

Raveena Tandon's
movies have enthralled
the audience for sure, but
her other works of help-
ing those in need have
also helped her in gain-
ing many fans over the
years. She has been a
part of several charitable
events and has regularly
helped several NGO’s.
Raveena Tandon has also
promoted several
fundraisers on her social
media. Recently, Wildlife
enthusiast Raveena
Tandon inspires Kanpur
Zoo to name a cub after
her.

Raveena Tandon
inspires Kanpur Zoo to
name a cub after her

'Bigg Boss OTT' fame
and social media

sensation Urfi Javed has
slammed filmmaker
Sajid Khan for instigat-
ing Mc Stan to raise his
hand on Archana
Gautam in the recent
episode of 'Bigg Boss 16'.

Urfi took to Instagram
Story, where she also
mentioned that Sajid
came to the show to clear
his image after being ac-
cused of sexual harass-
ment. She wrote: "Sajid
Khan thought coming to
Bigg Boss will clear is
image, but dayuum he
showed his true colors.
He is actually encourag-
ing a fellow contestant to
go hit a female contest-
ant. His personality
stinks."For the un-
versed, Archana and

Stan got into an ugly
spat over duties in the
house. Archana had ac-
cused the rapper for not
cleaning the house. This
took an unsavoury turn
and a war of words took
place. Stan then wanted
to exit the show and
Sajid told him to slap
Archana and then leave
the show.

Urfi slams Sajid Khan for instigating
Mc Stan to hit Archana Gautam
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Karachi, Jan 06:

An epic fourth-innings
century to cap off a dream
comeback series. The set
batter getting severe
cramps, and also running
out of partners. Artificial
light taking over. A late
wicket just after the sec-
ond new ball. Eight down.
Nervous expressions in
the crowd. The light meter
in business. Only spinners
allowed to bowl. A good
low catch at a crucial mo-
ment. Nine down. The um-
pire asking the last two
batters to hurry up. In the
end, it was all for nothing,
as a thrilling Test ended in
a draw with New Zealand
one wicket away, and
Pakistan 15 short of their
target of 319.

Sarfaraz Ahmed hit a
career-best 118, Michael
Bracewell grabbed four
wickets, and the Pakistan
lower order came to their
rescue in a nail-biting fin-
ish in Karachi. The series
ended 0-0, as Naseem Shah
and Abrar Ahmed saw off
the last 21 balls of the final
evening to leave New
Zealand wondering.

The match kept turning
and twisting in the final
two sessions of the fifth
day. Pakistan were 80 for 5
at one stage, with momen-
tum in New Zealand's
favour; just then, Sarfaraz
and Saud Shakeel blunted
them with a 123-run stand.
And when Pakistan
seemed to have taken one
step towards the win,

Bracewell got Shakeel. He
was the sixth wicket to fall
with the score on 203. That
is when Sarfaraz and
Agha Salman added 70 to
drag their side back, only

for it to end with an
across-the-line hoick off
Matt Henry.

Sarfaraz lost Salman
and Hasan Ali and even-
tually himself as well as

the pendulum kept swing-
ing. Bad light won the bat-
tle in the end, with three
overs still left officially;
this, after play had al-
ready extended almost
until 6pm local time.

Adjudged Player of the
Match, and also Player of
the Series for 335 runs at
83.75, Sarfaraz was play-
ing his first Tests in
Pakistan. Imagine that.
At the age of 35. Making a
comeback into the side
after nearly four years in
the wilderness. And al-
most leading them to one
of their most famous
wins ever, at the city of
his birth. The fairytale
wasn't to be - he turned
one into leg slip's hands
off Bracewell, and be-
came the ninth wicket to
fall - but he has done his
reputation no harm.
Sarfaraz remains one of
Pakistan's great fighters.

New Zealand pressed
hard for victory. And at
the end of the 86th over,
they were the only team
that could win, because at
that point the umpires
went up to Southee and
said he couldn't bowl his
fast bowlers anymore.
The light wasn't good
enough for that. He re-
sorted to spin, but if he
thought Pakistan were
getting too close to the
target, he could have
brought back his quicks,
at which point the um-
pires would've been
forced to stop the game
and call it a draw.

Sarfaraz ton not enough as bad
light has final say in Karachi thriller

Pakistan's Sarfaraz Ahmed celebrates after scoring a century.

Sydney, Jan 06 (AP):

Inclement weather
threatens to derail
Australia's bid of a series
clean sweep against
South Africa and a con-
firmed place in the world
test championship final
as the third and final test
against South Africa at
Sydney Cricket Ground
appears destined for a
draw.

After rain and bad light
delays across he first two
days, consistent, and at
times heavy, rain meant
no play was possible at all
on Friday. It left Australia
unable to add to its impos-
ing first-innings score of
475-4 and Usman Khawaja
stranded on his overnight
score of 195 and tantaliz-
ingly close to his first dou-
ble century.

Australia now has the
dilemma of deciding how
many runs it needs and
then how much time it
needs to bowl out South
Africa twice to win in the
two remaining days on a
pitch not yet offering the
expected assistance for
the spinners.

Consistent rain swept
through the Sydney area
from early Friday morn-
ing and the gaps in the
rainfall where not suffi-
cient for ground staff to
prepare the field and the
match to resume. Shortly
after the scheduled tea
break, umpires aban-
doned the day's play.

The forecast appears

more favorable for the
final two days of the test,
although some light
showers are forecast for
Saturday.

Australia has already
won the series after two
crushing defeats in the
first two tests at Brisbane
and Melbourne.

A win for Australia in
this third test would con-
firm its place in the world
test championship final
to be played at Lord's in
England in June this year.

On Thursday, Khawaja
scored his third straight
SCG ton and passed his
previous highest test
score of 174 against New
Zealand at Brisbane in
2015 and shared a 209-run
partnership with Steve
Smith to lift Australia to
475-4 when rain stopped

play for the day.
Khawaja was given a

life on 119 when he of-
fered a sharp shin-height
chance which Anrich
Nortje missed at gully
after losing sight of the
ball.

Smith made 104 to join
former Australia opening
batter Matt Hayden on 30
test centuries. Only Ricky
Ponting (41) and Steve
Waugh (32) have more
among Australian men's
test players.

Smith also passed
Hayden (8,625 runs) and
Michael Clarke (8,643) for
career runs and is now
the fourth-highest
Australian test run scorer
with 8,647 runs, behind
Ponting (13,378), Allan
Border (11,174) and
Waugh (10,927).

Rain dampens Australia’s
hopes of series sweep

Ground staff try to remove water from the covers over the pitch
as officials stand nearby during a rain delay on day three of the
third cricket Test match between Australia and South Africa at
the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) in Sydney on January 6.

Indore, Jan 06 (PTI):

Avesh Khan produced another
stellar performance with a
five-wicket haul to bowl
defending champions Madhya
Pradesh to a 205-run win over
Vidarbha on the fourth and
final day of their Group D
match here on Friday.
Chasing 407 for victory,
Vidarbha resumed at 13 for 1
with their hopes of pulling off
an unlikely win resting on the
shoulders of skipper Faiz
Fazal. Fazal, who has played
one ODI for the country, bat-
tled it out against the MP
bowling line-up led by the
speedy Avesh. He made 65
(193 balls, 8 fours) but it was
not enough to prevent
Vidarbha from going down.
Avesh, who had picked up
seven wickets in Vidarbha's
first innings, dismissed
Nachiket Bhute (12) for his
first wicket of the day. Later,
he sent back Atharva Taide
(1). Puneet Datey struck a
huge blow for the home team
by trapping the reliable
Ganesh Sathish for 5 to leave
the opposition at 61 for 4.
Fazal found a steady partner in
Akshay Wadkar (38) and the
two kept the MP attack at bay
for some 24 overs. Gaurav
Yadav (4/61) broke through by
having Wadkar caught by
Rajat Patidar. Fazal's defiant
innings ended with the score
on 162 when Yadav had him
caught by Patidar. Thereafter
the MP kept at it by removing
the other batters quickly
despite Lalit Yadav's 23 in
which he hit four boundaries.
Avesh removed Lalit Yadav to
a catch by 'keeper Himanshu
Mantri to end the Vidarbha
resistance and secure six
points for the team.

Avesh Khan stars
in MP’s big win
over Vidarbha

Rajkot, Jan 06 (PTI):

The young pace bowling
unit will look to pick up
pieces from the hammer-
ing of previous night even
as the Indian top-order
itches to put in a meaning-
ful performance against
Sri Lanka in the decider of
the three-match T20I se-
ries here on Saturday.

After eking out a nar-
row last-ball win in the
opener, India fell short by
16-run defeat as Sri Lanka
levelled the three-match
series 1-1.

The inconsistency of a
young attack was one of
the reasons for the defeat
but going forward Umran
Malik and Shivam Mavi
will know that it was great
learning experience for
them.

They erred in their lines
and didn't always bowl the
fuller length, making the
Sri Lankan batters job
easy to guide the pace of
the short pitched stuff.

The Indian bowling unit
bled runs with left-arm
pacer Arshdeep Singh,
who returned to the play-
ing XI after a spell of in-
juries, bowling as many as
five no balls in his two
overs.

He stepped over the line
three times on the trot in
his first over, making him
the first India bowler to
bowl hat-trick of no-balls
in T20I.

Mavi, who made a sensa-
tional T20I debut in the
opening game and
Arshdeep Singh added to
the no ball count as they
too missed the trick with
skipper Hardik Pandya,
who had to rely on his
spinners, lamenting that
the team needs to get its
basics right.

But the youngsters in
the team are expected
more chances as they gath-
er valuable experience.

"The young kids will

have games like this at
times, and I think we all
need to be patient with
them, (but) we need to be
understanding that games
like this can't happen,"
head coach Rahul Dravid
said. "I think as they're
learning, it's tough. It's not
easy learning in interna-
tional cricket. You have to
learn on the job. I think
we're going to have to have
a little bit of patience with
these guys," he added.

On the batting front, the
top order, once again,
failed to provide a solid
start. Shubman Gill suc-
cumbed to his second suc-
cessive failure in the se-
ries and would be eager to

capitalise on the opportu-
nities in hand like Rahul
Tripathi, who too perished
cheaply in his debut game.

It was the second in-
stance of the top-order col-
lapse in the series.

But despite half the
team returning to the
dugout under 60 runs, it
was heartening to see
India still go for chase as
Axar Patel and
Suryakumar Yadav almost
pulled off the impossible.

In Axar, India have
found a reliable like for
like replacement of
Ravindra Jadeja.

The team is expected to
give its core more games to
form lethal combinations
as the team prepares for
life beyond Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma in the
shortest format of the
game.

India is unlikely to
make any changes for the
series decider with head
coach Dravid asserting
"we are not going to be
chopping and changing
people too much."

As expected, Sri Lanka
have given a solid fight to
the hosts. The reigning
Asia Cup champions came
back strongly to level the
series.

Pacers, top order in focus as
India look to win T20 series

Hardik Pandya takes part in a practice session.

Stockholm, Jan 06 (PTI):

M Pranesh clinched the
title in the Rilton Cup, the
first tournament of the
FIDE Circuit, here to be-
come India's 79th chess
Grandmaster.

The 16-year-old Pranesh
crossed the 2500-rating
threshold and became a
GM, having completed his
three norms before the
Rilton Cup.

To become a GM, a play-
er has to secure three GM
norms and cross the live
rating of 2,500 Elo points.

Seeded 22nd, the Indian
made a clean sweep of the
field in Stockholm, win-
ning eight games and fin-
ishing a full point ahead of
IM Kaan Kucuksari
(Sweden) and GM Nikita
Meshkovs (Latvia) as the
tournament concluded
late on Thursday.

He topped the standings
with eight points.

Tamil Nadu player
Pranesh topped the charts
in the tournament, which
brought together 136 play-
ers representing 29 nation-
al federations. Compatriot
R Raja Rithvik, a GM, fin-
ished eighth with six
points.

Pranesh is now the early
leader of the FIDE Circuit
with 6.8 circuit points that
he gets for this victory. The

one who accumulates the
most points by the end of
the year qualifies for the
2024 FIDE Candidates.

He is trained by
renowned coach RB
Ramesh, who said,
"Pranesh is a very practi-
cal player. Hard working,
raw talent... his openings
are not that good but his
middle-game and end-
game skills are quite
good."

The All India Chess
Federation congratulated
Pranesh and said on its
Twitter page:
"Congratulations to
Pranesh M for winning
the Rilton Cup at
Stockholm, the first tour-
nament of the FIDE
Circuit and also becoming
the 79th Grandmaster of
the country!"

N i n e t e e n - y e a r - o l d
Koustav Chatterjee had re-
cently become the coun-
try's 78th Grandmaster
during the National
Senior Chess
Championship.

Pranesh becomes India’s
79th chess Grandmaster

Pune, Jan 06 (PTI):

Head coach Rahul
Dravid is happy with the
way the Indian spin-bowl-
ing all-rounder's depart-
ment is shaping up, say-
ing "our stocks are pretty
good at the moment."

Dravid also indicated
that Ravindra Jadeja
could be in the mix very
soon, which will put the
India in happy space vis-
a-vis the spin all-
rounder's department.

"I think in our spin
bowling all-rounder's slot
our stocks are pretty good
at the moment," Dravid
said at the post-match
press conference after
India's 16-run loss in the
second T20I against Sri
Lanka here on Thursday.

"Shahbaz (Ahmed) was
also part of the squad and
considering that
Washington (Sundar) is
there and then Jadeja as
well so we are happy with
that," he added.

With Axar Patel playing
his role to perfection on
Thursday, taking two
wickets in an economical
spell and also scoring a
swashbuckling 65 off just
31 deliveries, the coach
said it had given him

quite a few options in that
area.

"I think in T20 cricket,
whenever he has got the
opportunity, he's done re-
ally well so, that's really a
good sign for us, people
like him, people like
Washi not getting a game,
he's batting really well
and obviously Jadeja com-
ing back (soon) as well
gives us nice little (op-
tions) in that spin-bowl-
ing all-rounder area."

With Axar trading more
in sixes than fours, Dravid
also commended the all-
rounder's batting. Axar
smashed six maximums
and three boundaries and
scored at a strike rate of
nearly 210 to keep India in
the game till the time he
was at the crease.

Our stocks are now pretty
good in spin all-rounder’s

department: Dravid

Bengaluru, Jan 06 (PTI):

Medium-pacer Vijaykumar
Vyshak came up with his
maiden five-wicket haul in
first-class cricket to set up
Karnataka's seven-wicket win
over Chhattisgarh in a Ranji
Trophy Group C match here on
Friday. Resuming day four on
35 for 2 and with a lot of work
to do to save the match,
Chhattisgarh were rocked by
Vyshak's superb effort. He
struck the first blow of the day
by removing the first innings
centurion Ashutosh Singh for
18. Only Amandeep Khare (50)
and Mayank Verma (46) pro-
vided resistance as the other
batters did not stay long
enough at the crease. Skipper
Harpreet Singh Bhatia, the key
in the Chhattisgarh batting
line-up was bowled by K
Gowtham (2/41) as the visit-
ing team faltered. Vyshak

struck a crucial blow by bowl-
ing Khare. Later, he removed
Shashank Singh, Ajay Mandal
and Sourabh Majumdar to fin-
ish with 5 for 59. Requiring 123
runs for a victory, Karnataka
lost openers- captain Mayank
Agarwal (14) and R Samarth
(24). Highly-rated S J Nikin
Jose followed up his first
innings effort of 67 with a well-
crafted 44 (59 balls, 1 four, 2
sixes) to see the team home. In
another match in
Thiruvananthapuram, Goa
upset Kerala by seven wickets
thanks to an impressive bowl-
ing performance, especially off-
spinner Mohit Redkar, who fin-
ished with 6 for 73 in the sec-
ond innings. Kerala was bun-
dled out for 200 in the second
innings, leaving Goa 155 for a
win. Ishan Gadekar (67 not out)
and Siddhesh Lad (33 not out)
saw Goa home with a 68-run
fourth-wicket partnership.

Karnataka beat Chhattisgarh
by seven wickets

London, Jan 06 (AP):

Manchester City
trimmed the gap to Premier
League leader Arsenal to
five points by beating
Chelsea 1-0 after a double
substitution by Pep
Guardiola paid off immedi-
ately at Stamford Bridge.

Riyad Mahrez and Jack
Grealish entered in the 60th
minute and combined for
the only goal three minutes
later, with Mahrez tapping
in from close range after a
perfectly weighted cross by
his fellow winger.

City only came to life in
the second half after a curi-
ously passive display before
halftime, perhaps brought
on by a confusing team se-
lection by Guardiola that
saw a number of players de-
ployed in unusual roles.

Known for his overthink-
ing at times, Guardiola ac-
cepted after the game he got
it wrong. That's why he
took off two full backs Joao
Cancelo and Kyle Walker at
halftime and restored Rodri
to center midfield, with the
Spaniard having also been
in a hybrid role covering
central defense, too.

Suddenly, City was all
over Chelsea and creating
chances, even if top scorer
Erling Haaland was largely
kept quiet and Kevin De
Bruyne shone only fleeting-
ly.

"In the second half, it was
miles better in all depart-
ments," said Guardiola,
who reserved special praise
for halftime sub, the 18-
year-old Rico Lewis, be-
cause he "changed the
game."

Man City beats Chelsea 1-0,
trims gap to Arsenal to 5 points

Manchester City's Norwegian
striker Erling Haaland 

celebrates at the final whistle
during the English Premier

League football match
between Chelsea and

Manchester City at Stamford
Bridge in London.

Adelaide, Jan 06 (AP):

Daniil Medvedev is into
the semifinals of the
Adelaide International
and a possible matchup
with top-seeded Novak
Djokovic.

Djokovic was scheduled
to play later on Friday in
his quarterfinal against
Denis Shapovalov.

The runner-up last year
to Rafael Nadal in the
Australian Open,
Medvedev defeated fellow
Russian Karen Khachanov
6-3, 6-3 on Friday. The com-
bined ATP-WTA event is a
warmup for this year's
Australian Open, where
Medvedev will again be a
factor.

Djokovic did not play
the Australian Open last
year after being barred
from the country because
he was not vaccinated
against COVID-19.

"It's never easy to play
your compatriot,"
Medvedev said. "I'm happy
that I managed to really
raise my level, especially
in the end of both sets, and
really happy to be through
to the semis."

Medvedev is the 2021
U.S. Open champion, but
has lost twice in the finals
in Australia and in 2021 it
was against Djokovic.

"For sure I played well
last year and I'm playing
well right now," Medvedev
said, "To be honest, that's
all that matters. In order to
win a slam, or be in the
final, you have to be at
your best for seven match-
es." "I managed to do it
once and I was really close
last year," he added. "And
that's what I'm going to try
to do again in a few weeks
in Melbourne."

In other quarterfinals
on Friday, American
Sebastian Korda defeated
sixth-seeded Jannik
Sinner 7-5, 6-1, and
Yoshihito Nishioka of
Japan beat Alexei Popyrin
of Australia. Korda will
face Nishioka in the semi-
finals.

Medvedev advances at Adelaide
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Devotees on the way to Gangasagar Mela arrive at transit camp, Outram Ghat, in Kolkata, Friday.

GANGASAGAR MELA

Students prepare for annual Chitra Santhe (Art Fair) at Chitrakala Parishath, in Bengaluru, Friday.

ART FAIR

mNew Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court on
Friday refused to entertain a
petition filed by a woman
seeking directions to the
Pakistani government to pro-
duce her daughter and
grandson here from the cus-
tody of its authorities.

The petitioner, represent-
ed through a lawyer, claimed
that her daughter and grand-
son were abducted from their
native place in Assam and
subsequently detained by the
Pakistan Army while illegally
crossing over from
Afghanistan to Pakistan with-
out any valid travel docu-
ments.

A bench headed by Justice
Siddharth Mridul observed
that the court has no authori-
ty over the authorities in the
neighbouring country and the
plea was also not maintain-
able before it as no part of
the cause of action arose

within its jurisdiction. The pe-
titioner's counsel said the
plea was filed here as the
central government functions
out of Delhi and the Pakistani
embassy is also located in the
national capital.

"How can this court direct
the authorities in Pakistan to
produce your daughter?...
You must understand
these are not foreign na-
tionals (but foreign au-
thorities). You are claim-
ing relief against the au-
thorities in Pakistan. Do
we have any territorial ju-
risdiction into Pakistan?"
the bench, also compris-
ing Justice Talwant Singh,
asked the petitioner's
counsel.

It dismissed the petition
and granted liberty to the
petitioner to initiate ap-
propriate proceedings in
accordance with law. "We
decline to exercise juris-
diction in the present writ

petition and dismiss the
same while reserving liber-
ty to the petitioner to initi-
ate an appropriate proceed-
ing in accordance with law
before the Gauhati High
Court, which admittedly
has territorial jurisdiction
over the subject matter,"
the court said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High
Court Friday refused
to entertain a peti-
tion by former
Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) officer
Sameer Dyandev
Wankhede seeking
protection from

search, seizure or arrest
on allegations of amass-
ing assets disproportion-
ate to his known sources of
income.

The high court said it
was not convinced on the
point of territorial juris-
diction to adjudicate the
matter and Wankhede, a
2008 batch Indian
Revenue Service officer,
has not placed any docu-

ment on record on the
basis of which he has
filed the petition.

"A perusal of the peti-
tion shows that the inti-
mation/ communica-
tion/reference alleged to
have been made by re-
spondent no. 6 to the CBI
in relation to the petition-
er (Wankhede) which he
seeks to impugn is not on
record. Counsel for the
petitioner submits that
the petitioner does not
have a copy of such com-
munication.

"Absent such commu-
nication, the petition is
bereft of the very founda-
tion on which it is sought
to be premised.
Furthermore, absent
such communication, the

territorial jurisdiction of
this court to entertain the
petition is in doubt,"
Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani said.

After advancing some
arguments, Wankhede's
counsel sought to with-
draw the plea with the lib-
erty to file afresh for the
same cause of action be-
fore a court of competent
jurisdiction once there is
tangible material on
which such a petition is
founded, the high court
said, while allowing him
to withdraw it.

Wankhede's counsel
submitted he has oral in-
formation that some pro-
ceedings have been initi-
ated against him after an
NCB official allegedly

claimed before the CBI
that he was acquiring dis-
proportionate assets.

He claimed the proper-
ties were acquired by
Wankhede before he
joined the Indian Revenue
Service and, therefore, no
case under the Prevention
of Corruption Act could
be made out.

The counsel said the of-
ficer has no issues in fac-
ing an inquiry but he

should not be subjected to
search, seizure or arrest,
and should be given notice
before any action is taken.

The court said it cannot
quash something which is
not before it and added
that the officer's claims
were purely hypothetical.

"I cannot act preemp-
tively. I am afraid I cannot
help you. This petition, as
of now, is incomplete," the
judge said.

Bareilly-based entity
wants EC registration
as ‘Bharat Jodo Party’

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A group of people based
in Bareilly have issued a
public notice seeking regis-
tration as a political party
with the name 'Bharat
Jodo Party'. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has
been on a foot-march
across states as part of his
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' and is
currently in Haryana. As
per the notice, published in
two newspapers last
month, the group's presi-
dent and the vice president
are Nasir Ali and Jinat
Begum.

The mandatory public
notice is part of an elabo-
rate exercise parties have
to undertake before they
are registered by the

Election Commission. The
notice says that the party
has submitted an applica-
tion before the EC for regis-
tration as a "political
party" under the
Representation of the
People Act. The notice was
put on the EC website on
Friday.

Once a party applies for
registration, the political
party division of EC scruti-
nises the documents and
asks it to publish a notice
in newspapers for people to
know and file objections, if
any. If there are objections
with merit, the party of-
fice-bearers are asked to re-
spond. Otherwise, the EC
calls them for a personal
hearing before granting
registration to the party.

RPF arrests over 5,000 people
for travelling in train coaches

reserved for women
New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

More than 5,100 people
were arrested for travelling
in or entering train coaches
reserved for women and
over 6,300 for occupying or
entering coaches reserved
for differently-abled people
during a drive in December,
the railway ministry said
on Friday.

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF), which is en-
trusted with the security of
railway properties, passen-
gers, passenger areas and
issues related therewith,
launched a month-long
pan-India drive with a
focus on action against the
menace of unauthorised
entry into coaches re-
served for women and dif-
ferently-abled people, beg-
ging and extortion by eu-

nuchs and seat cornering
by unauthorised people in
the general coaches of
trains.

"During the drive, more
than 5,100 persons were ar-
rested for travelling/enter-
ing in coaches reserved for
ladies, more than 6,300 per-
sons were arrested for oc-
cupying/entering coaches
reserved for persons with
disabilities and legal ac-
tion under the relevant
provisions of the Railway
Act was taken against such
offenders, during which Rs
6.71 lakh and Rs 8.68 lakh
respectively were realised
as fine," the ministry said
in a statement. Several
complaints regarding nui-
sance in trains, especially
created by eunuchs, and
their misbehavior with
passengers were received.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Bollywood actor
Jacqueline Fernandez on
Friday appeared before a
Delhi court in a Rs 200
crore money laundering
case also involving al-
leged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar.

Special judge
Shailendra Malik was
hearing arguments on
the issue of framing of
charges in the matter.

During the hearing,
the counsel appearing for
Chandrashekhar asked
the ED why he was being
called "historysheeter"
while he has not been
convicted in any case yet.

"I have never been con-
victed in any case, yet the
ED says I am a histo-
rysheeter, part of organ-
ised crime... How can

that be said," the counsel
submitted before the
court.

Chandrashekhar ap-
peared before the court
through video confer-
ence.

The court had on
November 15 granted
regular bail to the ac-
tress, who has not been
arrested yet in the case.

It had on August 31
taken cognizance of a
supplementary charge
sheet filed by the
Enforcement Directorate
and asked Fernandez to
appear before the court.

Fernandez, who was
summoned by the ED
several times in connec-
tion with the investiga-
tion, was named as an ac-
cused for the first time in
the supplementary
charge sheet.
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Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez appears before Delhi court

Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez leaves after ap-
pearing before the Patiala
House Court in connection

with a money laundering case
linked to alleged conman

Sukesh Chandrashekhar, in
New Delhi, Friday.

HC refuses to entertain Sameer
Wankhede’s petition for protection

Guwahati, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Over 26,000 birds of 97
species were recorded
during an initiative in
Deepor Beel here, the
only Ramsar Site in
Assam, a forest official
said on Friday. There was
a significant increase
from 10,289 winged
friends, belonging to 66
species, in the previous
bird-counting exercise in
2021 to 26,647 this time,
the official said.

A Ramsar Site is a wet-
land designated to be of
international impor-
tance. These wetlands
are protected under
strict guidelines of the
Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands.

"The bird count in
Deepor Beel was a very

important initiative un-
dertaken by the
Guwahati Wildlife
Division. The data on
bird species and num-
bers obtained through
such monitoring can
help greatly in conserva-
tion planning in the long
run", wildlife activist and
photographer Udayan
Borthakur said.

The exercise was con-
ducted on Wednesday
morning. The entire wet-
land was divided into
nine areas and volun-
teers and experts con-
ducted the bird count on
foot as well as country
boats, Divisional Forest
Officer, Guwahati
Wildlife Division
Jayashree Naiding said.

The methodology of
visual encounter survey

was adopted during the
bird count, she said.

Altogether 37 individu-
als, including forest de-
partment officials, bird
experts, students and
representatives from var-
ious prominent NGOs,
participated in the bird
count.

Renowned ornitholo-
gist Dr Anwaruddin
Choudhury accompa-
nied the participants and
provided guidance dur-
ing the exercise.

Eight wildlife photog-
raphers participated in
the spot bird photogra-
phy contest organised on
the occasion. A repeat ex-
ercise is scheduled to be
conducted in the first
week of February 2023
during the Asian
Waterfowl Count.

97 bird species recorded
at Ramsar Site

Delhi HC dismisses woman’s plea against
daughter’s detention by Pak Army

SC directs panel to call meeting
to evolve framework for drawing

guidelines for road safety
New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed a commit-
tee headed by former apex
court judge A M Sapre to
convene a meeting within
two weeks to evolve a
framework for formulat-
ing state-specific guide-
lines on electronic moni-
toring and enforcement of
road safety norms across
states.

A bench of Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justices P S
Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala agreed that ur-
gent steps were needed to
be taken to enforce
Section 136A (electronic

monitoring and enforce-
ment of road safety) of the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

"The Motor Vehicle Act
was amended in 2019 so as
to incorporate provisions
of section 136 A for elec-
tronic monitoring and en-
forcement of road safety
on national highways,
state highways, roads and
urban cities.

The issue now is about
ensuring due enforce-
ment of the provisions of
section 136A by drawing
out state specific guide-
lines which would have to
be done in collaboration
with state governments.

"Section 215 B of the
MV Act has provided for

the constitution of a na-
tional road safety board in
an advisory capacity.
Having due regard to the
framework, it would be
appropriate for Justice A
M Sapre, chairperson of
committee appointed by
the court, government of-
ficial and amicus to set
out modalities.

The meeting may be
convened preferably in
two weeks. The amicus
can then report to the
court on the consensus ar-
rived at in the meeting,"
the bench said.

The matter is now listed
for hearing in the first
week of February.
Additional Solicitor

General Madhavi Divan,
appearing for the Centre,
said the government has
already framed Rules
under Section 136 (2).

According to Section
136 (2), "The Central
Government shall make
rules for the electronic
monitoring and enforce-
ment of road safety in-
cluding speed cameras,
closed-circuit television
cameras, speed guns,
body wearable cameras
and such other 
technology." 

The apex court had con-
stituted the Sapre com-
mittee while hearing a
PIL on the issue of road
safety in the country.
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Bangladeshi held
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 62-year-old
Bangladeshi national has
been apprehended by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) from near the
India-Pakistan interna-
tional border in Punjab, a
force spokesperson said
Friday. Mohammed
Mahmud Alam Tulu was
intercepted by BSF per-
sonnel on Thursday night
in the forward area of
Roranwala Khurd village
in Amritsar district. The
man was approaching the
border fence from the
Indian side and going
towards Pakistan, the
spokesperson said. 

Sonia recovering 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi who was admitted
to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital
here on Wednesday with a
viral infection is stable and
is recovering well, doctors
attending on her said on
Friday. "Mrs Sonia Gandhi,
Chairperson UPA, who is
admitted at the hospital
for a viral respiratory
infection is stable and is
making a gradual recov-
ery," said a statement
from the hospital. The 76-
year-old Congress leader
was accompanied by her
daughter Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra when she was
admitted to the hospital on
Wednesday.

Bomb hoax 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: An email about
bomb planted in a private
school, which later turned
out to be a hoax, sent the
police and the school
authorities into tizzy in
Bengaluru on Friday. The
school located at
Basaveshwara Nagar
received the mail about
bomb being planted in the
institution. The school
management informed the
police, which rushed to the
spot along with bomb dis-
posal and sniffer dog
squads. The students were
taken out of the classrooms
and were put up in a safe
place, a police officer said.

NIA chargesheet
PPaattnnaa:: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
on Friday filed a
chargesheet against an
accused in 'Gazwa-e-Hind'
case here, an official said.
The chargesheet was filed
against the accused
Marghoob Ahmad Danish
alias "Tahir Ahmed", a res-
ident of Phulwarisharif, in
the NIA special court in the
case relating to radicaliza-
tion of impressionable
youth over various social
media platforms for carry-
ing out violent terrorist
acts, a spokesperson of the
federal agency said. The
case was initially regis-
tered on July 14 last year
at the Phulwarisharif
police station, and re-reg-
istered by the NIA eight
days later.
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Police personnel during the
Police Week Parade, at Police
Parade Ground, AD Nagar, in

Agartala, Friday.
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New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Friday it is a "matter of
concern" that the govern-
ment is sending back the
names reiterated by the
Collegium for judgeship in
constitutional courts de-
spite there being nothing in
the present scenario to pre-
vent the appointment post
reiteration.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and A S Oka observed
that nothing prevents the
legislature from bringing in
a better system for appoint-
ment of judges to constitu-
tional courts but till the time
the law holds it must be im-
plemented.

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for one
of the petitioners, said even
the names reiterated by the
Collegium have been sent
back by the government

"That is a matter of con-
cern. We have already
flagged it in the last order,"
said the bench, which was
hearing a matter related to
the alleged delay by the
Centre in clearing the
names recommended by the
Collegium for appointment
as judges to the Supreme
Court and high courts. It
said the government may
have its own views when a
recommendation is made

but it can't be kept on hold
without sending back the
comments on it. "What is to
be done is that comments
can be sent to us. We will
look into the comments, see
whether we want to reiter-
ate it or drop the name. If we
reiterate the name, then
there is, as per the present
scenario, nothing which can
prevent the appointment," it
said.

The bench said every sys-
tem has its positives and
negatives and neither any-
one is saying that there is a
perfect system nor can there
be a perfect system.

Justice Kaul observed the
grave concern is, "are we
creating an environment
where meritorious people
have hesitancy in giving
their consent (for judge-
ship). It is happening. I have
seen it happening."

The bench said the delay

in clearing the names deter
people from giving consent.

When the bench asked
Attorney General R
Venkataramani about the
five names recommended by
the collegium last month for
elevation as judges of the
apex court, he requested the
court to defer it, saying he is
looking into the matter.
"This should not take time.
They are already existing
chief justices and senior
judges," Justice Kaul said.
The bench also observed, "If
you look at the statements
made in the parliament and
otherwise, the court itself at
times has considered the
view of the government and
dropped names. That has
also happened." The top
court said it is not that every
name recommended by the
high court's Collegium goes
through and this shows the
scrutiny.

Panipat (Hry), Jan 06 (PTI):

Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge
slammed the Centre on
Friday over a host of is-
sues, including inflation
and unemployment, and
accused it of making tall
promises during election
time and going back on
those words after coming
to power.

Addressing a rally here
as part of the Congress's
Bharat Jodo Yatra, Kharge
said there is rising infla-
tion and unemployment in
the country but the gov-
ernment, led by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), does not seem to be
bothered.

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi, senior
party leaders Kumari
Selja, Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, K C Venugopal,
Shaktisinh Gohil, Kiran
Choudhary and D K
Shivakumar were among
those present at the rally.

Kharge said Gandhi has
led the Bharat Jodo Yatra
for more than 3,000 kilo-
metres so far. The foot
march reached Haryana
from Uttar Pradesh on
Thursday evening.

The Congress chief said
essential items of use have
gone out of the common
man's reach because of the
rising inflation.

"In 45 years, unemploy-
ment was never so high.
Educated youngsters, in-

cluding those with degrees
in engineering and medi-
cine are without jobs, but
(Prime Minister
Narendra) Modiji and
(Union Home Minister)
Amit Shahji are not wor-
ried about them.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday filed
a supplementary charge
sheet against five individu-
als and seven companies be-
fore a court here in a money
laundering case related to
the alleged Delhi excise pol-
icy scam also involving
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia.

The ED, however, did not
name Sisodia as accused in
the case, and told the judge
that further investigation is
going on in the mater.

The report was filed be-
fore Special Judge M K
Nagpal who will take up the
matter for consideration on
Saturday.

The 2021-22 policy has
now been scrapped after al-
legations of irregularities
were made. The individuals
named in the charge sheet

are Vijay Nair, Sharath
Reddy, Binoy Babu,
Abhishek Boinpally and
Amit Arora. This is the sec-
ond prosecution complaint
(charge sheet) filed by the
federal investigative agency
in this case, registered
under various sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
The first was filed in
November last year.

A total of 12 entities,
which includes people ar-
rested by it in the case till
now, have been named in
the latest charge sheet,
sources said.

The money laundering
case stems from a CBI FIR
that had also named Sisodia
as an accused among oth-
ers. The CBI had raided the
premises of the deputy
chief minister and some
Delhi government bureau-
crats after filing the case.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

All passes issued to employ-
ees and visitors of airports
across the country have been
withdrawn by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
after it was found that a "dis-
torted" map of India was
printed on them, officials
said.
Map images of Jammu and
Kashmir, the Northeastern
region, Rajasthan and Gujarat
were wrongly depicted in the
passes issued at all Airports
Authority of India operated
airports and six Adani group-
run airports -- Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, Lucknow,
Thiruvananthapuram,
Guwahati and Mangaluru.
After it was found that the
images were "distorted", the
BCAS has withdrawn the
passes, an official privy to the
development said. In a com-
munication to the chairman of
the Airports Authority of India
(AAI), the BCAS said the

embedded hologram roll
being used is not according to
the sample hologram
approved by the BCAS.
"Keeping in view the serious-
ness of the issue, it is hereby
directed that all Aerodrome
Entry Permits (AEPs) issued
with holograms shall be with-
drawn and further printing
with these hologram roll shall
be stopped with immediate
effect," the letter said.
The BCAS also conveyed that
the AAI will conduct an
inquiry in the matter, find out
at which level the lapses
occurred, who is responsible
for procuring these hologram
rolls and take appropriate
action against the responsible
officers.
The AAI has been directed to
submit an action taken report
on the issue to the BCAS at
the earliest, it said.
A person, who is not a pas-
senger with a valid ticket,
requires an AEP that is issued
by the airport.

Joshimath, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A temple collapsed in
Singdhar ward of the
Himalayan town of
Joshimath on Friday
evening, further alarming
residents living under con-
stant fear of a major disas-
ter in the offing, officials
said.

According to local resi-
dents, there was no one in-
side the temple when the
incident occurred as it had
been abandoned after it de-
veloped huge cracks over
the past 15 days.

Huge cracks have ap-
peared in many houses
and nearly 50 families
have been moved to safer
locations, disaster man-
agement officials said.

Apart from them, 60
families living in a colony
meant for Vishnu Prayag
Jal Vidyut Pariyojana em-
ployees have been shifted
elsewhere, its director
Pankaj Chauhan said.

Marwari area where an
aquifer burst three days
ago is the worst hit.
Several houses there were
damaged in varying de-
grees while water from the
aquifer is constantly flow-
ing down with great force.

All construction activi-
ties related to mega proj-
ects like the Chardham all-
weather road (Helang-
Marwari bypass) and the
NTPC's hydel project have

been stopped till further
orders on the demand of
residents. The Auli rope-
way service has also been
stopped after a huge crack
developed beneath it, for-
mer president of the local
municipality Rishi Prasad
Sati said.

Land subsidence has
been going on for more
than a year but the prob-
lem has aggravated over
the past fortnight, he said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday clubbed and trans-
ferred to itself all petitions
pending before different
high courts seeking legal
validation for same-sex
marriages.

A bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and
Justices PS Narasimha
and JB Pardiwala asked
the Centre to file a joint
reply to the petitions by
February 15 and directed
their listing on March 13.

The bench said any peti-
tioner, if not available to
argue physically before the
court or unable to engage a
counsel or to travel to
Delhi, can avail the facility

of a virtual platform to
join the hearing.

The top court asked the
registry to provide links
for virtual hearing to all
parties who wish to ad-
dress the court virtually.

It asked advocate Kanu
Agarwal, appearing for the
Centre, and advocate
Arundhati Katju, repre-
senting the petitioners, to
file a written note on the
issue, cases laws and prece-
dents to be relied upon by
the parties, if any, and
share it among themselves
and with the court.

The bench asked advo-
cate Kanu Agarwal to en-
sure that no petitioner is
left out and the details of
all petitions are incorpo-

rated in the compilations
to be made.

During the arguments,
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta told the bench since
a petition is ripe for hear-
ing before the Delhi High
Court, the top court could
either await its verdict or
transfer all the petitions to
itself. The counsel for mul-
tiple petitioners told the
bench they want the apex
court to transfer all the
cases to itself for an au-
thoritative pronounce-
ment on the issue and that
the Centre can file its re-
sponse to the top court.

The counsel said other
than the main petition,
several petitions are listed
seeking transfer of cases

pending in different high
courts including the Delhi
High Court, Gujarat High
Court and Kerala High
Court.

On January 3, the
Supreme Court had said it
will hear on January 6 the
pleas seeking transfer of
petitions for recognition of
same-sex marriages pend-
ing before high courts to
the apex court.

On December 14 last
year, the top court had
sought a response from the
Centre to two pleas seek-
ing transfer to the apex
court of the petitions pend-
ing in the Delhi High
Court for directions to
recognise same-sex mar-
riages. Prior to that, on

November 25 last year, the
apex court had sought the
response of the central
government to separate
pleas by two gay couples
seeking enforcement of
their right to marry and a
direction to the authorities
to register their marriage
under the Special
Marriage Act.

A bench headed by CJI
Chandrachud, who was
also part of the
Constitution bench which
in 2018 decriminalised con-
sensual gay sex, had in
November last year issued
notice to the Centre be-
sides seeking the assis-
tance of Attorney General
for India R Venkataramani
in dealing with the pleas.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI):

The seventh accused
in the Kanjhawala acci-
dent in which a 20-year-
old woman was dragged
by a car surrendered be-
fore police on Friday
evening, a senior officer
said.

Police on Friday ar-
rested another man,
Ashutosh, under suspi-
cion of shielding the ac-
cused.

According to the po-
lice, Ankush Khanna,
who is a brother of Amit,
one of the other six ac-
cused in the case, surren-
dered on Friday at
Sultanpuri Police

Station. Police had earli-
er arrested Deepak
Khanna (26), Amit
Khanna (25), Krishan
(27), Mithun (26), and
Manoj Mittal in the case.

After going through
CCTV footage and call
detail records, police ze-
roed in on two more sus-
pects -- Ashutosh and
Ankush Khanna -- and
said they were involved
in shielding the accused.

A 20-year-old woman
was killed in the early
hours of New Year after
her scooter was hit by
the car which dragged
her for 12 kilometres
from Sultanpuri to
Kanjhawala.

Two more arrests
in Kanjhawala case

SC clubs, transfers to itself all pleas pending
before different HCs on same-sex marriages

Govt sending back names reiterated
by Collegium matter of concern: SC

Cong chief Kharge trains guns at BJP-led
Centre over inflation, unemployment

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge addresses

a public rally during the
party's 'Bharat Jodo Yatra', in

Panipat, Friday.

PPaanniippaatt:: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
launched a scathing attack
on the BJP-led government
at the Centre over a host of
issues, including the
Agnipath scheme and GST.
Addressing a public meeting
here as part of the
Congress' Bharat Jodo
Yatra, he also said there are
two Indias -- one of farmers,
labourers, small shopkeep-
ers and unemployed youth
and the second of 200-300
people who hold the coun-
try's wealth.

Rahul targets BJP
govt over Agnipath

scheme, GST

Delhi excise scam

ED files supplementary
charge sheet against 12

Airport passes with ‘distorted’
map of India withdrawn

Mumbai, Jan 06 (PTI):

Aviation safety reg-
ulator DGCA on
Friday warned air-
lines that any non-

compliance with regula-
tions on handling unruly
passengers will be dealt
with strictly and invite en-
forcement action.

The advisory comes in the
backdrop of two shocking
incidents of urination on
Air India flights late last
year, which the airline failed
to report to the regulator.

In an advisory issued to
the airlines' head of opera-
tions, the DGCA reiterated
the responsibility of indi-

viduals -- pilot-in-command,
cabin crew and director in-
flight services -- towards
handling of unruly passen-
gers under various provi-
sions of Aircraft Rules, 1937,
DGCA regulations, circu-
lars and manuals of airlines
approved/ accepted by the
regulator.

"Head of operations are
hereby advised to sensitise
pilots, cabin crew and direc-
tor-in-flight services of their
respective airlines on the
topic of handling of unruly
passenger through appro-
priate means under intima-
tion to DGCA," the advisory
stated. Any non-compliance
towards applicable regula-

tions will be dealt with
strictly and invite enforce-
ment action, the regulator
added. Under the norms, if
an airline finds a passen-
ger's behaviour unruly, the
pilot-in-command has to file
a complaint, which is to be
investigated by an internal
panel. During the probe, the
airline can ban the flyer for
a maximum of 30 days. The
committee has to decide on
the matter within 30 days
and specify how long the
flyer can be kept from travel-
ling. If the panel fails to give
a decision within the stipu-
lated time, the passenger is
free to fly. In the recent past,
DGCA has noticed a few in-

cidents of unruly behaviour
and inappropriate conduct
by passengers during flight,
wherein "it is observed that
post holders, pilots and
cabin crew members have
failed to take appropriate ac-
tions", it said.

A drunk passenger al-
legedly urinated on a
woman passenger in the
business class of an Air
India New York-New Delhi
flight on November 26 last
year. Within 10 days of this
shocking incident, an ine-
briated passenger travel-
ling on Air India flight to
New Delhi from Paris uri-
nated on the blanket of a
passenger.

WINTER BONFIRE

Homeless people sit around a bonfire to warm themselves on a cold winter day on
roadside, in Kanpur, Friday.
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unruly passengers to be dealt with strictly’

Temple collapses in Joshimath

Cracks appear in the houses due to landslides at the Joshimath 
of Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, Friday.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0066::  Durg Police
continued its operation
against online betting
Mahadev Book and busted its
Branch Number 233 which
was being operated at Budi
Ramnagar in District
Balaghat of Madhya Pradesh.
The accused were doing
transactions through various
bank accounts. 03 laptops, 13
mobiles and ATM cards were
recovered from the posses-
sion of 07 accused. Other mo-
bile numbers related to
Mahadev Book were discov-
ered. 

Police are going to conduct
micro analysis of obtained
bank accounts and mobile
numbers. The accused are
being quizzed to collect infor-
mation in respect of persons
conducting this illegal activi-
ty in other states. It was a
joint action of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Bhilai Bhatti
Police Station. 

While addressing media

persons here at the Police
Control Room in Sector 6,
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallava
informed that they are con-
ducting a special operation
against the online cricket
betting rackets. Under the
guidance of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nasar Siddhiqui, a
joint team of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Bhatti Police

Station was making efforts to
trace the people involved in
online betting rackets. Anti
Crime Cyber Unit and Bhilai
Bhatti Police Station had ear-
lier taken action against the
people who were operating a
branch of Mahadev Book. 

During the said action, evi-
dence was collected in rela-
tion to other persons associ-
ated with the online betting
Mahadev app. In this sequel,
the joint team got informa-
tion about some people who

were operating a branch of
Mahadev Book in Budi
Ramnagar of Balaghat. 

Acting on this tip off, a
joint team led by ACCU in-
charge Inspector Santosh
Mishra and Bhilai Bhatti SHO
Inspector KK Kushwaha con-
ducted a raid at Budi
Ramnagar. The team arrest-
ed seven persons red handed
while operating the online
betting racket in a rented
house and recovered 03 lap-
tops, 13 mobiles, ATM cards
and documents from them.
Legal action is being taken
against the accused by Police
Station Bhilai Bhatti.

The accused are identified
as Ankit Meshram (28) son of
Vijay Meshram a resident of
Panchrasta, Near Hanuman
Mandir, Supela Bhilai; Ashish
Meshram (20) son of Vijay
Meshram a resident of village
Savrikala Mohajri Lanjhi,
District Balaghat (MP);
Shobhit Gupta alias Vicky
Gupta (26) son of Raju Gupta
a resident of Panchrasta Near

Hanuman Mandir Supela
Bhilai; Narendra Sahare (20)
son of Hemraj Sahare a resi-
dent of village Savri Police
Station Lanjhi District
Balaghat (MP); Harsh Soni
(22) son of Ramlal Soni a resi-
dent of village Popat
Bhanegaon Police Station
Lanjhi District Balaghat (MP);
Lalit Patel (24) son of Nilaji
Patel a resident of village
Sherpar Police Station
Waraseoni District Balaghat
(MP); and Kapil Bisai (24) son
of Durga Prasad Bisai a resi-
dent of village Sherpar PS
Waraseoni District Balaghat
(MP).

Sub-Inspector RD Gendre
from Police Station Bhilai
Bhatti and ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjir,
Satyendra Mandhariya,
Constables Pradeep Singh,
Nitin Singh, Dhirendra Yadav,
Vikrant Kumar, Javed
Hussain from Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit played a vital role
in arresting the accused.

Five arrested for youth’s murder

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: Police
have arrested five ruffians
on charges of murder.
Following a petty dispute,
the accused attacked a
youth with a knife. Later
the injured youth suc-
cumbed to his injuries at
the hospital. Thereafter,
police launched search op-
erations and managed to
trap the accused.

CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar informed
that the incident occurred
on Sunday at Anand Petrol
Pump in Kumhari. Some
youth entered into an al-

tercation over some petty
issue. Soon, one of them
started to run away. Others
chased him and stabbed
him with a knife. The in-
jured Praveen Kumar
Yadav (21) of Deobaloda
was admitted to Medical
College Hospital in Raipur
where he succumbed to
his injuries.

On information,
Kumhari Police lodged a
case and investigations
were launched. Police ex-
amined the CCTV footages
of the petrol pump and
other places. Police man-
aged to trace the accused
on the basis of the vehicles

used by them.
The accused are identi-

fied as Yuvraj Sahu (19)
son o Yogeshwar Sahu a
resident of Ramnagar,
Vaishali nagar; Yugal
Nirmalkar (18) son of
Kejuram Nirmalkar a resi-
dent of Ramnagar,
Vaishali nagar; Rahul
Sahu (18) son of Laxman
Sahu a resident of
Kumhari; Shivam Pal
Bittu (18) son of Mohar
Singh Pal a resident
Kumhari and Rajay Soni
(20) son of Kamlesh Soni a
resident of Ramnagar
Vaishali Nagar. Further
investigations are on.

Mahadev Book Branch 233 busted in Balaghat

SSVSec X celebrates annual day ‘Kanaka Dhara’
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya,Sec-X,
celebrated its 34th Annual
Day 'KanakaDhara'  on
January 05,2023 amidst
great zest, vivacity and ex-
altation. Dr Abhishek
Pallava, Superintendent of
Police, Durg was the es-
teemed Chief Guest. He
was escorted by the digni-
taries and the Principal
Bipin Deshmukh. The func-
tion commenced with a pa-
triotic fervour of the State
Anthem by school choir fol-
lowed by the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp and gar-
landing the portraits of
Goddess Saraswati and the
holy patron of the school
the Parmacharya of
KanchiKamakottiPeetham
Sri Chandra
ShekharendraSaraswatiSw
amigal.

The programme was also
graced by V

Ramachandran, President
SSES, S Swaminathan,
Secretary, SSES, Dr
Jayaram Iyer Vice
President SSES, T
Venkatraman Treasurer
SSES, KG Murlidharan, S
Chandra Shekhar, RH
Karthikeyanmembers of
Management Committee,
Bipin Deshmukh, Principal
SSV, Harish Chandra
Chattwani,Vice Principal,
Shobha Nair and S Usha
Head Mistress, school staff,
the members of
PTA,Parents,members of
print and visual media.

On this occasion the
Principal of the school

Bipin Deshmukh accorded
a warm welcome to all on
behalf of SriSankara fra-
ternity and tabled the an-
nual school report. S
Swaminathan, secretary
Sri Sankara Education
Society, welcomed the gath-
ering and was very enthusi-
astic about the growth of
India in coming five years .
He appealed the parents to
encourage their ward to
excel their talent and ab-
stain from using
mobile.The Chief Guest,Dr
Abhishek Pallava, ad-
dressed the gathering with
his words of wisdom.He
emphasised on the morali-

ty in education for the all
round development of the
child. He expressed his
views on the importance of
the family to inculcate the
moral values in child and
suggested parents to give
quality time to their wards.
He also opined that the suc-
cess of an individual de-
pends on the good co-ordi-
nation of Parent-Teacher
and student.

A Token of appreciation
was presented to Nivedita
Sharma, first woman flying
officer of Chhattisgarh in
the Air-force, who is the
alumni 2018 of SSV, Sec-
X,Bhilai.The chief guest

honoured the achievers of
different categories with
accolades and awards.

The cultural fiesta began
with welcome song by
school choir and group
song by SSV teachers fol-
lowed by Sunderkand
recital, creating an ambi-
ence of spirituality.The
programme, threaded vari-
ous colours of Indian her-
itage through folk dances
like  Sambalpuri,
R a j a s t h a n i ,
Chhattisgharhi, Marathi
followed by Kathak and
Bhangra. The English Skit
created awareness to Save
Environment where as the

Hindi Skit 'Ishwar Bhakti',
enlightened the audience
towards spirituality. Ballet,
Retro, Fusion and Patriotic
dance along with Shiv
Tandav captivated the at-
tention of the audience. A
tribute to Bharat Ratna
Lata Mangeshkar and
Padma Bhushan Dilip
Kumar was paid through a
mesmerizing medley  by
school choir.Krishna leela
and NadodiNrityam from
Kerela enthralled the gath-
ering.The cultural pro-
gramme was meticulously
planned by the team of
teachers - Geeta Rani,
TanushreeSaha, Deepika

Jain, Shilpa Wesley,
DhanshreeDeshpandey,
Deepa Makhijani,
PremlataPatre, Raji
Rakesh, Geeta
Bhattli,Sheela Lakudkar,
Prabha Prakash, Aparna
Manish, Parvathy
S h e k h a r , A k a s h
Khetan,Anita Verma,
Sujata Kundu, Jharna
Agrawal, Vandana Ravi
and Vandana Mishra.

The Digital backdrop of
the stage was magnificent-
lydesigned by Aanjaneya
D e s h m u k h , A n j a n e y a
D u b e y ,
P r a t h a m G u p t a , R a j a t
Patel,ShouryaBafna,Deepa

nshu Mandavi,Chirag
Tanna,HarshalGhonge,Ira
R a m t e k e , P r a k h a r
C h a n d a k , V a i b h a v
KumarChandrakar,Nitigya
Sahu,VatsalChandrakar,Ni
tika Sharma, Ritika
Singh,Shourya Kumar
Pali,ShouryaChandrakar,R
ishabh Mishra and Shreya
and was guided by
LLakshmi Prasad and
Annapurna.

The programme was
ably compered byAnita
Verma,Suma Sarkar and
Aliya Banoand team of stu-
dents Ishika Chakraborty,
Addya Tiwari, Anushka
Pathak, Krish Agrawal,
Ashi Agrawal, Abipsha
Rani Tripathi, Shourya
Awasthi, Angleena Philip,
Monish Kumar Sahu,and
Ananya Pandey. Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Vice Principal Harish
Chandra Chattwani. The
programme culminated
with the National Anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06:
International Cultural
Festival 2022 in collabora-
tion with Eastern Zonal
Cultural Centre, Kolkata
under the Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India organised the Dipti
Dev Memorial
International Cultural fes-
tival 2022. The cultural fes-
tival consisting of recital
of various dance forms
like Bharatnatyam,
Kathak etc, Solo, duet and
Group songs in the catego-
ry of Classical, Carnatic,
Rabindra Sangeet etc and
playing instruments like
Sarod, Sitar, Keyboard etc
was held at EZCC-

Purbasree Auditorium,
Kolkata from December
27-29, 2022. V Prakash Rao,
Senior Technician and K
Someshwar Rao,
Technician from SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's HRD
department won laurels in

the competition. V
Prakash Rao secured the
1st prize in Vocal duet and
2nd prize in Vocal Solo
song while K Someshwar
Rao alongwith V Prakash
Rao won the 2nd prize in
the duet recited by them

together. Someshwar Rao
won the 'Kalakar Vaibhav
puraskar' for his musical
rendition on Casio key-
board.

Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HRD
& BE) congratulated the
artist duo and encouraged
them to perform well in
the future too.
AmulyaPriyadarshi, GM
(HRD), Mukul Saharia,
GM (HRD), Subhash Patel,
SM (HRD) congratulated
them on their achieve-
ment.

It is noteworthy that V
Prakash Rao and K
Someshwar Rao have per-
formed on Raipur
Doordarshan earlier and
presented skits on various
other occasions.

BSF Chhattisgarh ends year 2022 on high note
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: BSF
Chhattisgarh frontier is
responsible to curb the
menace of Naxal in
Kanker district and ad-
joining area of Kondagaon
and Narayanpur district of
Chhattisgarh. Before de-
ployment of BSF in
District Kanker the area
was highly infested with
Naxals and the situation
was alarming.

Killing, Kidnapping and
extortion were rampant
especially in remote areas.
Coercive recruitment in
Naxal cadres was also oc-
curring on a big scale. The
deployment of BSF
turned around the situa-
tion in a great way.

BSF was deployed in
Kanker in December 2009
with 05 Battalions and
slowly drove out Naxals
from their strongholds
and held the ground firm-
ly in remote areas against

Naxal activities and creat-
ed a sense of security
among the local popula-
tion.

IG (BSF) Indraj Singh
informed that during the
year 2022, BSF apprehend-
ed 03 suspected and 01
warranty Naxals, and suc-
ceeded in surrender of 04
Maoists. During the year
2022 BSF recovered 06
IEDs, 01 SBML and 09
Improvised directional
mines and foiled Maoist's
big plan to harm Security
forces and civilians. Due to
alertness and dedication of
Jawans, Naxal has not
been able to make any ca-
sualty to BSF troops.

BSF Chhattisgarh
Frontier has successfully
conducted various events
during "Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav" viz Cycle Rally,
Bike Rally, Walkathon and
Weapon exhibition to in-
culcate the spirit of patri-
otism among the civilians
and students of Maoist af-

fected areas.
To support and help the

local population, BSF
Chhattisgarh Frontier has
done a number of good
works during the year.
Civic Action Programmes
were organised at 63 places
in which articles worth Rs
1.54 crore were distributed
among villagers.

Medical camps were or-
ganised at 32 places dur-
ing which medicines
worth Rs 14.40 lakh were
distributed. During the
rainy season, the force
planted about 136685
saplings of different
plants and trees.

The Civic Action
Programme of the SFs
have proved to be a great
force multiplier in turn-
ing the local population in
favour of the state. Under
the Tribal Youth
Exchange Programme,
BSF Chhattisgarh select-
ed135 Tribal Youths for
visits in other states and

introduced them to the
culture and ethics of
other states.

Villagers and Media
houses praised this work

of BSF and requested to
do such programmes in
future. BSF organized var-
ious skill development
programs (i.e.- hospitality,

Beauty Parlour, Welding,
Mechanic etc)  for male
and female youth to make
them self-dependent.

BSF trained Tribal
youths of Kanker District
for recruitment in securi-
ty forces and other jobs
and also conveyed/created
awareness amongst local
youth about the welfare
related various schemes
initiated by Central/State
Govt on regular basis.

The Roaghat mines con-
tain the largest iron ore
deposits in Chhattisgarh,
India, where BSF
Chhattisgarh provides se-
curity and support with
two Battalions due to
which mining of the
Raoghat project has start-
ed. BSF is facilitating vari-
ous developmental works
in remote areas and pro-
viding protection to road
construction work contin-
uously and due to Govt
initiative and BSF sup-
ports 587 KMs of road has

been constructed in re-
mote areas.

Since deployment of
BSF in Anti Naxal
Operations (ANO) CG,
several developmental
works were completed in
Area of Responsibility
(AOR) of BSF Battalions.
Approximately 587 kilo-
meters of road was con-
structed while 79.8 kilome-
tres is under construction;
185 small bridges and cul-
verts were constructed; 07
police station buildings
were constructed; 62
schools / colleges and hos-
tels were built; 19 commu-
nity halls were construct-
ed; 16 hospitals have been
established; 103 aangan-
wadis and 22 panchayat
bhavans have been con-
structed.

During this year, 09 BSF
personnel of this frontier
were awarded with the
Police medal for Gallantry
for displaying outstanding
courage in an encounter

against the Maoists in
2019. BSF Chhattisgarh
Frontier doing wonderful
work other than opera-
tional duties. During the
year, the Marching
Contingent of BSF
Chhattisgarh Frontier
took part in the
Independence Day Parade
in Raipur, Chhattisgarh
and secured first position
in Central and State Police
force. For the excellent
performance of the BSF
marching contingent, CM
Bhupesh Baghel presented
the best marching contin-
gent trophy to the BSF
marching contingent.

BSF Chhattisgarh
Frontier is further moving
towards Maad area which
is Naxals core area and
giving befitting reply to
Maoist and creating a
sense of security in the
heart and mind of the peo-
ple and removing the fear
of Maoists from inside
them.
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V Prakash Rao & K Someshwar Rao win 
laurels in International Cultural Festival 2022

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 06: The Seven
Days Special Camp of NSS
of St Thomas College,
Ruabandha Sector has-
been inaugurated in joyful
manner at Village
Chandkhuri on January
05, 2023. The Chief Guest

of this program was
Prabhat Kumar, Director
Vaidik Dharm Sansthan
Chandkhuri Aashram.

First of all, the guests
paid the floral tribute to
the youth icon Swami
Vivekanand. NSSProgram
Officer MahendraIkhar
provided the day wise
schedule of activities in
seven dayscamp. Principal

of the college Dr MG
Roymon motivated stu-
dents to be disciplined and
takegood care of health
and hygiene. Chief Guest
Prabhat Kumar said that
all the volunteers willbe
benefited from the spiritu-
al environment of
Aashram and definitely
will learn the real and tru-

elesson of life. The head
master of Government
Primary School Gulab
Singh Dewangan congrat-
ulated all the volunteers
for organizing the camp at
Chandkhuri. During the
program theNSS
V o l u n t e e r s
presentedChhattisgarhi
State Song and other cul-

tural programs. The pro-
gramwas conducted by
NSS volunteer Stutee
Patra and Vote of thanks
was proposed by
NSSvolunteer Dhananjay
Yadav. On this occasion
NSS volunteers, students
ofGovernment primary
schooland other villagers
were present.

Seven day NSS Camp of St Thomas 
College inaugurated at Chandkhuri
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Raipur, Jan 06: A com-
bined team of investigation
wing of Income Tax depart-
ment from Chhattisgarh
and MP conducted raids in
establishments of real es-
tate, transporter, supplier
and finance businessmen
here on Friday. The team
conducted search and raid
in total 21 establishments in
capital city Raipur and
Durg, including offices and
residential premises.

IT sleuths first raided the
residential and business
premises of Directors of
Swastik Group associated
with real estate construc-
tion, Logistic electronic,
FMCG and grain business
at 6:00 in the morning. The
team raided the head office
of Swastik Group in
Ramsagarpara and at their
residence in Daldalsiwni

and started checking the
documents. IT team is also
carrying out valuation of
investment made by the
Group in the real estate
projects. The team is scur-
tinizing the documents of
Swastik Group having busi-
ness in Chhattisgarh, neigh-
bouring states and others.
Along with this IT sleuths
raided the residential prem-
ises and office of Shri
Swastik and other real es-
tate businessmen. The team
also took into investigation
at Rosebay Resort and one
hotel associated with it.

Transporters 
under scanner

The IT sleuths are also
checking the records in the
office of firm RK Roadways

related to transport busi-
ness. RK Roadways is in-
volved in supply of cement
from the Cement
Companies as the main
business.

Total 19 establishments
in capital city itself

Highest of the 19 estab-
lishments of firms related
to real estate, transport
business in capital city it-
self. The computer records
of the firm’s offices in
Ramsagarpara, Heerapur,
Kabirnagar, Vidhan Sabha
road, Faffadih, Devendra
Nagar, Daldalsiwni,
Choubey Colony, Swarna
Bhoomi is being investigat-
ed. Out of these 10 are resi-
dential premises only.
Apart from Raipur, raids

were also conducted in two
establishments in Durg city
as well.
More than 150 IT sleuths

In the combined investi-
gation wing of IT, more
than 150 IT sleuths from
Chhattisgarh and MP were
deployed in this raid. Along
with them duty of around
100 CRPF jawans was also
provided.

Cash more than 
Rs 3 cr found

In the IT raids conducted
the whole day, cash of more
than Rs 3 cr was seized
from all the establishments.
Presently the investigation
officer is inquiring about
the cash-source and then
cross-checking it with the
Books of records, due ac-

tion will be taken. There
are reports of jewelleries
worth crore found in the
residential premises of the
above Groups and prepara-
tion are underway for it val-
uation. Along with this
hundreds of documents re-
lated to real estate too have
been seized and it will be
scrutinized and then action
will be taken likewise.
Statements of Directors
taken as per documents

In the documents found
in the residential and office
premises of the Directors,
the IT team is taking state-
ment from the Directors of
the firms. They are also in-
quiring about the heavy in-
vestment made in real es-
tate projects.

IT conducts raids in 21 establishments GENEROUS DONATIONS 

As per rituals, young children went door-to-door to seek donations on occasion 

of ‘Chherchhera’ from family members here on Friday.

Raipur, Jan 06: Noted ar-
chitects across the country
attended national conven-
tion of architects, organ-
ised at Pt Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
here by Chhattisgarh
Chapter of Indian
Institute of Architects.
The national convention

was inaugurated today at
the hands of IIA National
President CR Raju in pres-
ence of MLA (Raipur
West) and parliamentary
affairs secretary Vikas
Upadhyay. Mr Raju and Mr
Upadhyay honoured three
architects of the country.

Noted architect from
Mumbai Prem Nath who
designed DDU auditorium
was honoured with
Baburao Mahatre Golden
award. Prakash
Deshmukh too was hon-

oured with Baburao
Mahatre Golden award.
Architect Jeet Kumar
Gupta was honoured with
Madhav Achwal award.
Famous architects of the
country inspired everyone
by making them aware of
their design medium in
the technical session.
Gurjit Singh Matharu,
Smeep Padora, Praveen
Bavdekar, Prasanna More
and Sarika Shetty gave
presentation of their on-
going works in the coun-

try and abroad. IIA
Chhattisgarh Chapter
President Raj Prajapati
presided over the pgo-
ramme. Secretary
Sourabh Rahatgaonkar,
Navin Sharma, Ravi
Jaggi, Ravi Chouhan, Atul
Deshpande, Ridul
Sharma, Siddhant
Sharma and Shashank
Nigam conducted the pgo-
ramme.

As many as 500 archi-
tects from across the coun-
try and 650 architects,
civil engineers and interi-
or designers from
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in the two-day con-
vention. Renowned archi-
tect Manish Gulati of
Delhi, Engineer
Manjunath of Bangalore
will present their views in
the first session on the last
day of the convention on
January 7.

In the second session,
Abin Chowdhary of
Kolkata will give lecture.
Students from NIT, Amity,
ITM and various colleges
of Chhattisgarh will par-
ticipate in the convention.

National Convention of Architects begins

At Deen Dayal
Upadhyay
Auditorium

Raipur, Jan 06: Officials of
the Labor Department con-
ducted surprise inspection
at three choice centres in
different parts of the city
and conducted a thorough
investigation of computer
systems and other docu-
ments on the complaints of
illegal collection of money
with issuance of fake cer-
tificates of contractors.

Regarding the Choice
Centers operating in Sahu
Complex Tikrapara, Sunder
Nagar and Lily Chowk
Purani Basti, it had come to
the notice of the Labor
Commissioner that illegal
collection was being done
by centre operators in the
name of making fake cer-
tificates of contractors.

As per the instructions of
the Labor Commissioner, a

joint team of four officers
raided the Choice Centers.
During investigation, the
team obtained ID of the
computers from centre op-
erators and thoroughly ex-
amined the documents and
other materials available in
the centers. The joint inves-
tigation team has men-
tioned in its report that no
document was found re-
garding the certificates of
the contractors. The Labor
C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Chhattisgarh has instruct-
ed all the choice center op-
erators to completely follow
the rules and process while
filling the application for
new registration applica-
tion of the beneficiaries or
for the benefit of other
schemes and to take only
the prescribed fee from the
beneficiaries. He said that
strict legal action will be
taken against the concerned
if any kind of fraud with
the applicants or greed for
benefits on the basis of fake
certificates comes to 
the fore.

Surprise inspection at
three Choice Centers

Labour officials
investigate the
issue pertaining to
making fake certifi-
cates of contractors

Raipur, Jan 06: Lt.
General MK Das, PVSM,
Sena Medal, VSM, General
Officer Commanding
Madhaya Bharat Area
along with Brigadier
Vignesh Mohanty, Sena
Medal, Commander
H e a d q u a r t e r
Chhattisgarh and Orissa
Sub Area (COSA) visited
Directorate of Sainik
Welfare, Chhattisgarh at
on Friday morning for for-
mal interaction with ex-
servicemen and their de-
pendents of Chhattisgarh.

On arrival of GOC,
Brigadier Vivek Sharma,

VSM (Retd), Director
Rajya Sainik Board,
Chhattisgarh, introduced
the staff of Directorate
and District Sainik
Welfare Officer Raipur to
the visiting dignitary.
There after Director gave a
detailed presentation to
the GOC regarding all ac-
tivities of the Directorate
and various welfare
schemes introduced by the
State, Central
Government and Flag day

Fund for ex-servicemen.
The GOC also visited the
premises of Directorate
and Sainik Rest House
(SRH), and expressed his
satisfaction on the
progress in construction
of new SRH.

While addressing the ex-
servicemen and their wid-
ows, General Das gave de-
tail information regarding
forthcoming plans of
Central Government and
urge that efforts be made

to ensure that welfare
schemes should reach to
all the ex-servicemen re-
siding in every corner of
the Chhattisgarh State. He
patiently heard the prob-
lems of ex-servicemen
during the ‘High Tea’ with
them and assured that
their problems will re-
dressed at the earliest. He
also assured that all wel-
fare activities related to
Ex-servicemen will be
promptly actioned.
Brigadier Vivek Sharma,
VSM (Retd) gave a memen-
to to the GOC and ex-
pressed his gratitude on
behalf all Ex-servicemen
of Chhattisgarh. The GOC
had a detailed interaction
with the ex-servicemen
and had a group photo
with them before his de-
parture.

Ensure all welfare schemes reach 
ex-servicemen in state: Gen. Das

Lt. General MK Das
GoC MP Area visits
Directorate Sainik
Welfare, Raipur

Raipur, Jan 06: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today reviewed on-
going infrastructure de-
velopment at Mata
Kaushalya Dham
Chandkhuri under the
Ram Van Gaman
Tourism Circuit. In view
of the increase in the
number of visitors and
devotees, he gave neces-
sary instructions to the
officials for increasing fa-
cilities and beautifica-
tion.

Dr Bhure was informed
by the officials of the
tourism department that
all the works of the first
and second phase have
been completed. About

70% of the infrastructure
development works have
been completed so far.
Pond deepening, beautifi-
cation, bridge construc-
tion, pathway, entrance
gate, statue installation
etc. have all been
completed.

In view of the increas-
ing number of devotees,
the state government has
directed that facilities
should be increased at the

venue. To this end the gar-
den, boundary wall and
road widening will be
done. After construction
of boundary wall, mural
art will be done by the
Tourism Board. The
Collector discussed with
the officers of all con-
cerned departments pres-
ent on the spot for all
those facilities. Light and
sound work is being done
by the tourism board.

The officials also talked
to the collector regarding
the need for new trans-
formers. Officials also in-
formed that public toilets
and drinking water facili-
ties will be available to
common citizens by the
end of January. On this
occasion, Assistant
Collector Jayant Nahata,
SDM of Arang, Tehsildar
and all concerned officers
were present.

Collector visits Mata Kaushalya Dham Chandkhuri
Reviews work to
expand facilities for
the devotees 

Raipur, Jan 06: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has ex-
tended her wishes to the
people of the state for the
Lok Tihar Chherchhera.
The Governor has said in
her message that the
Chherchhera is a post-har-
vest festival. The echoes of
‘Chher Chhera Mayi Kothi
ke Dhan La Her Hera’ can
be heard at every door on
this day, and the people of

the state celebrate this hol-
iday with tremendous love
and excitement. It also
highlights Chhattisgarh’s
rich rural and agricultur-
al legacy. This celebration
also revives the state’s
charitable tradition. On
this auspicious day,
Governor Uikey wished
the citizens of
Chhattisgarh prosperity
and fortune for life.

Governor extends greetings to

the people for ‘Chherchhera’

Raipur, Jan 06:
Chhattisgarh State
Power Transmission
Company (CSPTCL) in
view of increasing de-
mand of power is taking
all necessary steps to
ensure constant supply
and in this context a
newly constructed 132
KV EHT (Extra High
Tension) double circuit
was energised here on
Friday. It was after
prayers by MD CSPTCL
Ujjwala Baghel that the
power supply was re-
sumed pressing a but-

ton. It is in order to take
the power generated to
distribution centres, a
network of new trans-

mission lines is being
laid. In this series, the
double circuit line of
Sheorinarayan - Banari
was successfully ener-
gised. In this apart from
industrial area, the
agriculture pumps are
higher and with this
double circuit line, it
would be possible to en-
sure quality supply of
power round-the clock.
This work costed Rs 3.78
cr worth of expenditure
and it would benefit 188
villages and indusries
in Sheorinarayan area
providing them proper
voltage. Earlier in this
area, there was only one
132 KV EHT and now

with double circuit, in
case of any break-down,
it would be possible to
ensure power supply
immediately.

On this occasion ED
Sandeep Gupta, CE KS
Ramkrishna, KK
Bhagat, Addl.CE
Avinash Sonekar, SE
CM Vajpayee, RK
Agrawal, Vijay
Bahadur, SK Bajpayee,
EE Gautam Kenar, GR
Jaiswal, Milind Pandey,
Prateek Bhagat, SS
Ghosh, Bajrang
V i s h w a k a r m a ,
Gajendra Soni and
Mohan Kumar
Dewangan SE were
present.

CSTPCL energises 132 KV double circuit
In Sheorinarayan -
Banari area

Related to Real
Estate, Transporter
and Finance

In Raipur and Durg
jointly

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0066:: As per the
instructions of the Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel,
the innovation made by the
Bilaspur district administration
in order to make the adminis-
tration simple and easy has

been appreciated at the nation-
al level. President Mrs Draupadi
Murmu will felicitate the web-
site of District Administration
Bilaspur with the National
Platinum Award in a program
organized at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi on January 7. The
website of the District
Administration has been select-
ed for the National Platinum
Award by the Department of
Electronics and Information
Technology, Government of
India. District Collector Mr.
Saurabh Kumar will receive this
award at the hands of the
President. NIC Bilaspur’s DIO
Arvind Yadav and Assistant DIO
Manoj Kumar Singh will also be
present on this occasion. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel

has congratulated the team of
District Administration Bilaspur
for this achievement.  It is
worth mentioning that this
prestigious award is given to
the government websites which
stand first in different cate-
gories. The website of Bilaspur
District Administration has
been given this award under the
category of Best Web and
Mobile Initiative Compliant
with GIGW and SCability
Guidelines. The website of
Bilaspur district has made inno-
vation in the implementation of
Central Government’s flagship
scheme Digital India. In addi-
tion to uploading information
about Central and State
Government schemes in the
website prepared by NIC

(National Informatics Center),
special facilities have also been
provided for the differently-
abled. Visually impaired can
also listen to the information
given in this website through
software in which wherever the
mouse cursor will go, the writ-
ten information will be convert-
ed into voice. However, this
facility is currently available in
English only. In the coming
days, this facility will also be
given in Hindi. For this the tech-
nical experts of NIC have start-
ed working. The special thing is
that a special type of software
has also been uploaded in the
website for the visually
impaired. It can be used for
free. No extra amount will have
to be paid for this.

Chhattisgarh got another national award
Website of Bilaspur
District
Administration will
get National
Platinum Award 

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel
congratulated the
district administra-
tion team

Raipur, Jan 06: Health
Minister T.S. Singh Deo
met patients  suffering
from muscular dystro-
phy and their relatives at
his residence office at

Civil Lines, Raipur
on Friday. The pa-
tients suffering
from this disease
informed the
Health Minister
Singh Deo about
the problems
caused by the dis-
ease and its trea-

ment. They urged the
state government to pro-
vide help to its patients.
The Health Minister as-
sured to consider their
needs and demands.

Singh Deo met patients suffering
from muscular dystrophy 
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Raipur, Jan 06: On the oc-
casion of the Chherchhera
festival, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel was seen
seeking donations from
street to street with a bag
in his hand on the streets
of Mathpara in Raipur.
The Chief Minister
walked through the streets
for almost 30 minutes, col-

lecting donations from
everyone. Residents of
Mathpara stepped out of
their homes when they
saw Chief Minister Baghel
and dropped grains, veg-
etables, and other items in
his bag as a donation.
Donations were made with
enthusiasm by ladies,
older people, and young
children. During this time,
the Chief Minister also de-
livered the money as a do-
nation to the children.

Meanwhile, on the
Chherchhera festival,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited
Dudhadhari Math and
prayed to God, wishing the
people of the state pros-
perity and happiness. On
this occasion, Baghel ex-
pressed his best wishes to
everyone for Chherchhera
and stated that the festival
of Chherchhera sends a
strong message because

donations are given and
received on this day.
Giving charity is a show of
generosity, whereas ac-
cepting charity is a sym-
bol of ego destruction. The
money donated in
Chherchhera is used for
public welfare.

CM Baghel, stated that
our government has de-
clared all local festivities
to be public holidays. We
enthusiastically celebrate
all Chhattisgarh festivi-
ties, such as Teeja, Pora,
Hareli, and others, at the
Chief Minister’s resi-
dence. He said that farm-
ers grow crops in the field
and provide food to every-
body. Food grains are do-
nated by all classes, in-
cluding our Annadata
farmers. As stated by the
Chief Minister, by the
grace of Lord Balaji, there
has been a very good har-
vest this year, with 85 lakh

metric tonnes of paddy
procured so far, and not a
single farmer has com-
plained. All of the farmers
were also compensated im-
mediately.

Prior to the program,
the Chief Minister was
also weighed against
paddy. It is worth noting
that, as with every year,
Chherchhera and Punni
Mela will be held on the
grounds of Dudhadhari
Math, where a great num-
ber of people will be pres-
ent to give and receive do-
nations. Chairman of
Gauseva Commission
Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsunder Das, Deputy
Speaker of Vidhan Sabha
Santram Netam, MLA
Brihaspat Singh, Advisor
to Chief Minister Pradeep
Sharma, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, Chairman
Pramod Dubey were pres-
ent in the program.

CM Baghel went from street-to- street
seeking donations on Chherchhera

Seeing the CM, the
children, women,
and elders of
Mathpara came out
of the house and
donated in large
numbers

CM visited
Dudhadhari Math in
Chherchhera Punni
fair and visited the
temple

Raipur, Jan 06: Under the
chairmanship of
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights, Mrs
Tejkunwar Netam, a dis-
trict-level review meeting
of officers on the subject of
protection of child rights
was organised on
Wednesday at Manpur in
the newly formed Mohla
Manpur Ambagarh
Chowki district. Mrs.
Netam told to motivate all
the departments to keep
children away from drugs,
to save them from the side
effects of mobile and to
treat boys and girls with
equal affection and their

rights. Mrs. Netam in-
structed to repair dilapidat-
ed buildings of schools and
hostels and improve basic
infrastructure for basic
services. Collector Mr. S.
Jayawardhan said that all
the departments should
work jointly in the direc-
tion of child protection. He
asked to conduct programs
continuously at the district
level for the prevention of
child labour and marriage.
Superintendent of Police,
Y. Akshay Kumar told that
on the issue of care and
protection of children com-
ing to the notice of the
Juvenile Justice Board, it is
being presented to the
Child Welfare Committee
under the provisions of the
Juvenile Justice Act. The
Child Rights Protection
Commission gave instruc-

tions to set up special juve-
nile police units at the dis-
trict level and to keep the
information of children
confidential. Child
Protection Commission,
Secretary, Mr. Prateek
Khare said that review
strengthens the child pro-
tection system. This en-
sures the protection of chil-
dren. Under the ‘Mor
Mayaru Guruji’, pro-
gramme, a program was or-
ganised for hundred teach-
ers of Manpur develop-
ment block to bring quality
in teaching, to develop posi-
tive thinking and to estab-
lish harmony between chil-
dren and teachers. Women
and Child Development
along with officers and
teachers of Panchayat
Department were present
on this occasion.

Need to keep children away
from drugs: Netam

And protect them
from ill effects of
mobile

‘Pension Adalat’ by
EPFO on Jan 10

Raipur, Jan 06:
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme for redressal of
the grievances received
from pensioners by the
Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The
time schedule of the
programme scheduled
for  January 10th, 2023
is as under:- EPF
Pensioner - 11.00 am to
01.00 pm at  Conference
Hall, 1st Floor,
B h a w i s y a n i d h i
Bhawan, Pandri,
Raipur. The concerned
pensioners are request-
ed to send their specific
grievance on or before
January 09, 2023 posi-
tively through postal
mode or by visiting of-
fice, super scribing
“Pension Adalat” on
the envelope. It should
also be noted that the
complete PF Account
number/ PPO number
and other necessary
and relevant service de-
tails/particulars along
with available docu-
mentary evidences in
support of the griev-
ance should explicitly
be mentioned/enclosed.
All the concerned are
requested to avail this
opportunity. The postal
address of the office is
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Block -
31,Scheme No. 32, IGVP,
P a n d r i ,
Raipur,Chhattisgarh-
492004.

Raipur, Jan 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gave his best
wishes of Rajim Bhaktin
Mata Jayanti to the
state’s residents. Baghel
has said that the reli-

gious and historical town
of Rajim has been named
after the symbol of reli-
gious faith and industri-
ousness. Rajim is a reli-
gious spot in
Chhattisgarh and a con-

fluence spot of different
cultures and communi-
ties with three rivers. He
said that the sacrifice
and good deeds of
Bhaktin Telin Mata will
always inspire us.

CM expresses best wishes for the
Rajim Bhaktin Mata Jayanti

Raipur, Jan 06: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the
‘Shakambhari Mahotsav’
organized by Patel-Marar
Samaj at his official resi-
dence on Friday. He of-
fered prayers to Mata
Shakambhari.

Addressing the gather-
ing on the occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
the Patel-Marar Samaj is
leading in the production
of vegetables. The veg-
etable produced by the
community is of good
quality, hence sold first in
the market. He urged them
to take advantage of the
‘Bari Yojana’ of the state
government. This will
help in boosting the pro-
duction of vegetables and
decrease the input cost.

He informed that Rural
Industrial Parks are being

started by the state gov-
ernment. Vegetables can
be packed in attractive
packaging by using a dry-
ing machine there and can
fetch a good price in the
market. “All of you can
become financially em-
powered through Bari
Yojana by forming
groups”, he said. He added
that today seasonal vegeta-
bles are available through-
out the year because agri-
cultural scientists have
done much research on it
and irrigation facilities
have also increased. On the

occasion, the Patel-Marar
Samaj presented a basket of
vegetables to the Chief
Minister. Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Santram Netam, MLA
Brihaspat Singh, Vinay
Bhagat, Chief Minister’s
Advisor Pradeep Sharma,
Shakambhari Board
President Ramkumar Patel,
Devcharan Patel,
Ramsunder Patel, Shri
Pawan Patel, Atmanarayan
Patel and a large number of
people of the community
were present on the 
occasion.

CM urges people of Patel-Marar Samaj
to avail benefits of ‘Bari Yojana’ 

For financial
empowerment

Raipur, Jan 06:
Three-day annual sports festi-
val at Salem English School
began here on Thursday. On
this occasion the chief guest
was Aakash Tiwari, corproa-
tor Indravati Coloy, Rajatalab
and Rajesh John Paul and
Secreary CG Diocese Shashi
Vaghe was the guest of honour.
The programme began with
presentation of Choir song as
per School’s tradition by the
Choir Girls under guidance of
Teacher Ankit Belson and P
Soloman. After this Aakash
Tiwari boosted the morale of
school children for infusing
sportsman spirit and enthusi-
asm among the children. The
sports festival began with 100
mts race for senior and junior
girls and 200 mts race for sen-
ior and junior boys. For
Nursery and PP-1 it was 50 mts

race for boys and girls and
Class-1 and 2 with 100 mts race
for boys and girls ad 200 mts
race for boys and girls of Class
3rd, 4th and 5th. In the 200 mts
race for girls the first winner
was Prakash and second was
Sanya Tivapari and third was
Soumya Fatima; in 200 mts
boys- Morisar Das came first;
Ketan Verma second and
Akshat Keju-third. Principal
of the School VK Singh on this
occasion boosted the morale of

the school children to develop
sportsman spirit and enthusi-
asm for sports. On this occa-
sion the programme was con-
ducted by P Soloman and
Deepmala John. The sports fes-
tival successfully concluded
under direction of PT Teacher
Naveen Das, Devbrath Sinha,
RB Jogi and Nitu Peter. On this
occasion the teachers, office
staff, students of the school
and noted citizens were pres-
ent in large number.

Variety of sports marks 
3-day Sports Festival

p In Salem English
School
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Raipur, Jan 06: Under
the leadership of
Working President of
Chhattisgarh Sarva
Adivasi Samaj, Mr. B.S.
Ravate, tribal communi-
ties (Gond, Dhanwar, Kol,
Kamar, Nagarchi, Savra,
Baiga, Binjhwar, Korva,
Kond, Gajwa, Nagesia,
Pradhan, Pando,
Dhanwa, Pav, Dhulia,
Bhaina,) from different
districts of the state met
Governor Ms. Anusuiya

Uikey at Raj Bhavan.
Representatives of
Bandhu, Kandra, Halba,
Bhuniya, Oraon Samaj)
met and handed over the
memorandum and gave
detailed information
about their problems.
Governor  assured the
delegation that she
would do everything pos-
sible to protect the inter-
ests of the tribals.

She said that she would
visit the districts to re-
dress the problems of the
tribals and would in-
struct the local adminis-
tration to solve the diffi-
culties of the tribal com-
munity.

Delegation of all tribal
society met Governor 

Handed over the
memorandum

Balconagar, Jan 06: The
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business,
conducted a weeklong
winter camp to help stu-
dents of classes 10 and 12
prepare for their upcom-
ing Board Exams.
Organized under
BALCO’s ‘Project
Connect’ education pro-
gram, the goal of the
camp was to provide
extra tutorials for the stu-
dents, to help improve
their performance in the
SEMA (Science, English,
Mathematics and
Accounts) subjects.

Initiated in the year
2016, Project Connect is
aimed at supplementing
the community’s needs
for quality education, es-
pecially in Science,
English, Mathematics
and Accountancy
(SEMA), through field in-
structors and volunteers
from amongst BALCO’s
employees. The project
mainly focuses on im-

proving the learning en-
vironment in govern-
ment schools by creating
an enabling environment
for improving students’
grades, capacity building
of teachers and career
counselling, through em-
ployee volunteerism.
More than 2500 students
have benefitted from reg-
ular and remedial 
classes.

Around 300 students
from 6 different schools
in the vicinity of
BALCO’s operations par-
ticipated in the camp. A
career counselling ses-
sion was also conducted
for students from class
9th to 12th where they
were given an orienta-
tion on the various ca-
reer paths available to
them, guiding them to-

wards pursuing educa-
tional aspirations in
alignment with their in-
terests. They were also
informed about the avail-
able competitive exams
and other preparations
that they would need to
undertake. The session
aimed at helping stu-
dents make an informed
decision about their ca-
reer. Talking about
BALCO’s intervention to-
wards making education
accessible, Abhijit Pati,
CEO & Director, BALCO,
said, “At BALCO, quality
education is a key pillar
in our community devel-
opment endeavours. With
the right skills and edu-
cation, our youth can
play a pivotal role in
shaping the future of
Chhattisgarh and India.

Through impactful inter-
ventions, we are foster-
ing quality education for
different age groups in
the region, along with
promoting avenues for
skill development among
the local youth, helping
them avail opportunities
to learn employable
skills, thus paving way
for their financial securi-
ty and holistic develop-
ment. BALCO believes in
enabling each individual
in the community to em-
power themselves, and
our various community
development programs
are aligned to that vi-
sion.”

Sharing her view on
the program, Riny
Dubey, Principal of
Government School,
Godhi, said, “BALCO is
helping us create a con-
ducive learning environ-
ment for our students
which is highly com-
mendable. Our students
will certainly reap the
benefits of these inter-
ventions. The career
counselling support will
help them make academ-
ic and job-focused deci-
sions. Such endeavours
will lead to further devel-
opment in the region.”

BALCO conducts educational winter camp 
For Govt School
students

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
06: A grand ‘Shri Ram
Katha’ was organized in
village Sagni of Ahiwara
Vidhan Sabha, which
concluded here on Friday.
The story concluded with
the foreword of Sister
Anjali Arya (National
Bhajans Padeshika,
Karnal, Haryana). A
grand welcome was given
at the residence of Dau
Anand Tamarkar (State
Working Committee

member, BJYM
Chhattisgarh) in
Ahiwara during the re-
turn of Sister Anjali
Arya. And the co-family
received blessings from
Sister Anjali Arya and
the Tamrakar family pre-
sented a pure brass pot, a
traditional vessel of
Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion, Dau
Santosh Tamarkar (State
Secretary, Chhattisgarhi
Working Journalist
Association), Youth
Chhattisgarhi Bhakti
Manch Durg) should be
present.

Tamrakar family welcomes
Sister Anjali Arya

On occasion of Shri
Ram Katha

Nandini-Ahiwara, Jan
06: Like every year in
Nandini-Ahiwara, ‘Shri
Ram Krishna Jagruti
Manch’ is organizing a
two-day Mandai fair on
Jan 7th and 8th this year.
In which on the first day,
the guests lighted the
lamp. Later Raut Nacha
competition will be organ-
ised. After that, the partic-
ipants of Raut Nacha will
get first prize of Rs.11,000,
second prize of Rs.9,000,
third prize of Rs.8,000,
fourth prize of Rs.7,000,

fifth prize of Rs.6,000,
And Rs 5000 will be pre-
sented as a consolation
prize to all the remaining
teams. Along with
Chhattisgarhi folk art
dance party will be organ-
ized in the night.
Similarly, a Rang
Jharokha cultural pro-
gram has been organized
on the second day in the
night, this information
was given by Publicity
Chief Bisahu Das
Manikpuri, DD Patel and
Rahul Chandel.

‘Raut Nacha’ competition
by SRKJM on Jan 7-8

KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  0066::
Three accused of intere-state gang
of drug smugglers from West
Bengal and Odisha were nabbed
with 21 Kg  worth Rs 21 lakh by
Urga (Korba) police here on Friday.
The police has seized 21 Kg ‘Ganja’
from their possession and the car
in which they were carrying it.
Urga police got tip from an
informer that three inter-state
gang of drug smugglers from WB
and Odisha are carrying ‘Ganja’
and were carrying it in Jharkhand
passing Indigo car. The police
stopped it near Urga and carried
out its checking and found 21 Kg

‘Ganja’ in 30 packets. The police
has filed a case under the NDPS
Act and total cost of Ganja is
reported to be Rs 21 lakh.

OOnnee  nnaabbbbeedd  iinn  RRaaiippuurr
OneSunil Rao R/o Jora

Telibandha Raipur while looking
for customer near Telibandha was
nabbed by Telibandha police on tip
of an informer and a total of 125
mg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 10000 was
found in his possession. A case
under section 20 B of NDPS Act
has been filed against him. He is
resident of Bhavani Nagar, near
Durga Mandir, Jora Thana
Telibandha.

21 kg ‘Ganja’ worth lakhs seized
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Sukma, Jan 06: District
Collector Haris S, chaired
the time-limit meeting
held in the meeting hall of
the district headquarters,
here also attended by
Chief Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Mr.
Devnarayan K. Shyap,
Divisional Forest Officer
Mr. Threjus S. and other
officials.

In the meeting, the
Collector while conduct-
ing a detailed review of
the implementation of am-
bitious and top priority
schemes of the govern-
ment including various
ongoing programs in the
district and gave neces-
sary guidelines to the con-
cerned officials.

While reviewing the
Godhan Nyaya Yojana, the
Collector said that cow
dung should be procured
in all Gothans and their
entry should be ensured in
the portal and along with

this, the purchase of cow
urine should also be en-
sured.

During the review of
the progress of the
Narva works being done
by the Water Resources
Department, the officers
of the Water Resources
Department warned
while expressing dis-
pleasure on the officials
of the Water Resources
Department and the
APO of MNREGA for
not giving clear informa-
tion.

Expressing displeasure
on all the tehsildars for not

resolving the undisputed
partition, renaming cases
quickly, the Collector has
warned to withhold salary
if these cases are not re-
solved within the time
limit.

Along with this, the
Collector reviewed all the
departments including
Health Department, Food
Department, Civil
Supplies Corporation,
Agriculture Department,
and Tribal Welfare
Department in turn and
gave necessary guidelines.

One killed, other
seriously injured
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DDhhaammddhhaa,,  JJaann  0066::  There was
head-on collision between a
Scorpio vehicle bearing No. CG
08 AF 0405 and a motorcycle
bearing No CG 07 ZEA 5074
under Dhamdha thana on
Wednesday. 

As per information in this re-
gard, the Scorpio vehicle
owner was returning to his vil-
lage from Rajim after immer-
sion of ashes in sacred river in
Rajim and from the opposite
side, Ramchand Sahu and
Pradeep Netam on their mo-
torcycle were going towards
Dhamdha, when both meet
with collision. 

It was with the help of 112
the injured were sent to CHC
Dhamdha and one
Ramchandra Sahu R/o Gram
Bilouri died on the spot and
treatment of Pradeep Netam is
underway. The police has
seized the Scorpio vehicle and
taking further action.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 06: The
seven-day National Service
Scheme (NSS) unit of
Bharat Dewangan
Government Higher
Secondary School
(BDGHSS) Kharora is
being organized from
December 31  Jan 6 2023 at
village Chhadiya. Under
which the team of Sickle
Cell Institute Raipur and
the team of Animal
Husbandry Department
did 125 sickle tests of which
16 children were found pos-
itive.

Blood samples of chil-
dren and villagers found
positive were sent to the in-
stitute for electrophoresis
test, after completion of
the test, detailed informa-
tion regarding the cure and
other procedure will be

given. Mahadeva Nirala,
Neelam Kumar Manhar
(Lab Assistant), Amit Bose
(Lab Assistant), were pres-
ent in this test work. On
the other hand, in the se-

ries of the program, the
Animal Husbandry
Department went to the
house of the animals of vil-
lage Chhadia and did vac-
cines and other remedial

works, in which animals
were treated and applied
medicines. Rashmi Gupta
(Assistant Veterinary
Officer), C.L.Devangan,
K.R.Diwan (Veterinary

Field Medical Officer),
Ramakant, Sunil, Kiran,
Manish, Kamlesh, Derha
Verma children and vil-
lagers participated in this
program.
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Fingeshwar, Jan 06: The
annual convention of
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
(CCCI) will be held in capi-
tal city on Jan 10 at Pt.
Deendayal Upadhyay
Auditorium near Science
College.

State secretary and
District in-charge
Gariyaband Arendra
Pahadia informed that
after two years of corona
pandemic, this annual
convention of CCCI is
being organised after
three years and in this
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel will be the chief
guest.

Further in order to
guide the businessmen
and traders of the state on
good and fair business and
good quality life, the well-

known GST expert and
recognised trainer from
National Academy of
Indirect Taxes Jatin
Harjai and spiritual guru
and international trainer
Gaurang Das along with
national President CAIT
BC Bhartia will be the
main speaker to speak
upon the subject of 'fast
changing scenario of fu-
ture business of Family
and business after Covid-
19'.

Vice President CCCI
Jagannath Sahu has urged
all the members of CCCI
Gariyaband region to take
part in the sammelan in
large number.

DYC workers take part 
in ‘Jan Adhikar Rally’
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Kotami, Jan 06: Under
leadership of GPM
District Youth Congress
(DYC) Aman Sharma,
hundreds of YC workers
from GPM took part in the
'Jan Adhikar Rally' organ-
ised in Raipur two days
back under leadership of
CM Bhupesh Baghel and
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam to protest against
delay on part of Governor
to sign upon the reserva-
tion bill pending with
Rajbhavan.

In this YC workers from
three blocks of GPM viz.
Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi reached Raipur
in large number under
leadership of DYC District

President Aman Sharma
and strongly protested
against inordinate delay
on part of Rajbhavan and
thereby causing delay in

admission and PSC's new
results.

On this occasion DYC
district president Aman
Sharma, Bhola Nayak,

Rajkamal Gupta-DYC V-P;
gen. secy. DYC Ravi Rai
and Bhuneshwar Sen,
Shivash Dubey and others
were present.
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Two ‘divyangs’
gets tricycle

Kasdol, Jan 06: It was
on initiative by the
Sabhapati Nagar
Panchayat Kasdol and
Muniram Sahu -ward
corporator ward No. 9
that a letter was forward-
ed to the social welfare
department to handover
tri-cycles to minimum
six 'Divyangs'. Under
this the department has
granted sanction to
Dimple Yadav and other
'Divyang' for tri-cycle. On
the other hand, after get-
ting tri-cycle, 'divyang'
Dimple Yadav has ex-
pressed gratitude to-
wards the corporator.
The other 'divyang' will
be given tri-cycle next
month. It is notable here
that 'Balyakant' is work-
ing continuously for the
social welfare and as
public servant.

On corporator's
initiative

Introductory meet
of SUJS on Jan 8
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Mandir Hasoud, Jan 06:
The introductory meet
of marrigeable youth
from Satnami Utthan &
Jagriti Samiti (SUJS)
Raipur is going to enter
22nd year and to make
the programme suc-
cessful, the organising
samiti has handed over
the responsibility to of-
fice bearers in district
and block-level meet-
ing.

They have been asked
to deliver information
about the introductory
meet to people from all
sections of the society
viz. small and big
traders, businessmen,
farmers, labourer and

others.
With objectives to

save time and money
every year, introducto-
ry meet of marrigeable
youth from Satnami
Samaj is being organ-
ised in Khalsa School,
Raipur on Jan 8. For
this the youth and girls
along with their family
have to bring 2 photos
and bio-data along with
them and reach the
venue at 9:00 am.

The registration for
the same will be done at
the venue and no candi-
date will be allowed in-
side without registra-
tion and without the
presence of their moth-
er and father. The
youths who have at-

tained the age of 18
years only are eligible
for the marriage.

For advance registra-
tion, it can be done at
Cultural Bhavan office,
New Rajendra nagar,
Raipur. In this meeting
thie chief office bearers
Surju Prasad Dhrilahre
Patron; BR Banjare, Jai
Bahadur Banjare,
Dinesh Khute,
Prithviraj Baghel,
Anjali Barmal, Ramesh
Banjare, KK Barmal,
Mahesh Baghel,
Mahesh Didhi, Suresh
Kurre, Shyam Narang,
Ashwini Bablu
Trivendra, BD Bharti
and others were handed
over the responsibility
for its promotion.

CCCI annual convention 
in Raipur on Jan 10

Chamber appeals all members to take part in large number

Seven-day NSS Unit of BDGHSS underway
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Bilaspur, Jan 06: The
214th birth anniversary of
Louis Braille, the inven-
tor of Braille script, was
celebrated at
Government School
under the chief hospitali-
ty of Ravindra Singh,
member of Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission. On
this occasion, songs,
poem and biography
based on the life of Louis
Braille was presented by
differently-abled students
of the school.

In the welcome address,
Deputy Controller Braille
Press R.K. Pathak ex-
pressed his views on the
usefulness of Braille
script for the visually im-
paired. Presiding over
the program, Joint
Director Social Welfare
Shraddha S. Mathew gave
detailed information
about the schemes run by
the government for the vi-
sually impaired.
Congratulating all the

blind students on the
birthday of Louis Braille,
the chief guest of the pro-
gram, Mr. Ravindra Singh
said that Braille script by
Louis is an exemplary
work for the disabled
world, which has proved
to be a boon for this socie-
ty.

On this occasion, prizes
were distributed by the
guests to the blind win-

ners of Braille writing
and reading, solo singing.
On this occasion, Braille
calendar of the year 2023
was also released by the
guests and incentive
amount was provided by
teacher Dr. Shobha
Mishra to the Divyangs
coming in the 10th, 12th
merit list of the school,
along with Braille slates
and sticks  distributed to

visually impaired benefi-
ciaries by the District
Rehabilitation Center. On
this occasion, District
Rehabilitation Officer
A.P. Gautam, G.R.
Chandra, Devendra
Chandra, Sanjay
Khurana, Pushpa Sahu,
Saraswati Jaiswal, Mr.
Dikshant Patel and all de-
partmental officers and
employees were present.

214th birth anniversary of
Louis Braille celebrated

As bike and Scorpio
vehicle collide

Resolve undisputed partition 
cases with priority: Collector

DRM inspects  Junagarh Road, Bhawanipatna
and Ambodala Railway station
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SSaammbbaallppuurr,,  JJaann  0066::    Divisional
Railway Manager, Sambalpur,
Vineet  Singh inspected the
Junagarh Road, Bhawanipatna
and Ambodala Railway Stations
in  Titlagarh- Junagarh Road -
Ambodala section of
Sambalpur Division on
03.01.2023.  He took stock of
various passenger amenities
and facilities provided at the

stations and inspected ongoing
developmental activities in the
section. 

He interacted with the staff
& inspected various fixed as-
sets, establishments,
Passenger amenities in the sec-
tion and  advised staff to follow
safety rules in all respects. He
also conducted window trailing
inspection between Ambodala-
MVAA(Vedanta siding)
Lanjigarh section.
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Bus-truck collision 
ii Jodhpur: Four people

died while about two
dozen were injured in
a head-on collision be-
tween a bus and a
truck here on Friday,
police said. The bus
was on its way to
Jodhpur from Osian
when the accident oc-
curred near Mathania
bypass at 3.30 pm, they
said. Villagers from
the nearby areas
rushed to rescue the
passengers stuck in
the bus and sent them
to a hospital, police
said. Of the total in-
jured, six have been
admitted to the MDM
Hospital Jodhpur
while the rest are
being treated at the
local hospital in
Mathania, they said.

Mehrauli murder
ii New Delhi: A court

here on Friday extend-
ed the judicial custody
of Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused of
killing his live-in part-
ner and dismember-
ing her body, by four
days. Poonawala was
produced before the
court through video
conference. “I am giv-
ing four days judicial
custody. Accused will
be produced before me
physically on January
10,” Metropolitan
Magistrate Aviral
Shukla said.

Car vandalized
ii Palghar (Maha): A

man vandalized the of-
ficial car of Vasai-
Virar city Municipal
Corporation commis-
sioner Anikumar
Pawar on Friday
morning, police said.
When the car was
being parked after the
commissioner arrived
and went to his office,
the man rushed and
attacked it with a
stick, smashing up its
front windshield, a po-
lice official said. He
was immediately de-
tained and the process
of registering an of-
fence was underway,
the official added. The
man had been carry-
ing out protest in front
of the civic headquar-
ters against unautho-
rised constructions
for the last two days,
sources said.

Protesters who walked
away from a meeting
raise slogans in favour of
Jallikattu, at Madurai
Collectorate, in Madurai,
Friday.

New Delhi, Jan 6 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Friday stopped the execu-
tion of the Maghalaya
High Court order staying
the memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) signed
by the chief ministers of
the two states for settling
their festering boundary
dispute.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices
P S Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala took note of the
submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
and the lawyers represent-
ing Assam and Meghalaya
and ordered a stay on the
order of the Meghalaya
High Court.

The bench took note of
the submissions that some
of the areas, which are
covered under the MoU,
are not getting the benefits
of the developmental
schemes due to the old bor-
der disputes and, more-
over, the boundary be-
tween the two states has
not been altered due to the
agreement.

It also issued notices to
the four people who had
originally moved the high
court against the execu-
tion of the MoU on vari-
ous grounds including
that the settlement
breached Article 3 of the
Constitution.

Article 3 empowers
Parliament to make a law
related to the formation of

new states and alteration
of the boundaries of exist-
ing states.

Earlier during the day,
the apex court agreed to
hear the plea challenging
the order of the
Meghalaya High Court.

“We will hear it. Please
provide three copies of the
petition,” the CJI said.

A single judge bench of
the Meghalaya High Court
had on December 8 or-
dered an interim stay on
physical demarcation or
erection of boundary
posts on the ground follow-
ing the inter-state border
pact. Later, a division
bench of the high court re-
fused to interfere with the
order of the single judge
bench, prompting the peti-

tioners to an appeal in the
top court.

Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K
Sangma and his Assam
counterpart Himanta
Biswa Sarma had in
March last year signed an
MoU for demarcating the
border in at least six of the
12 contested locations that
often raised tensions be-
tween the two states.

On March 29 last year,
the agreement was signed
in the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
by the chief ministers of
Assam and Meghalaya.

The pact sought to re-
solve the protracted dis-
pute in six of the 12 places
along the 884.9-km border
between the two states.

SC halts HC order staying
Assam-Meghalaya border pact

RAMDHANU UTSAV

Women artists get ready to perform Bhona on the last day of Kalakshetra Ramdhanu

Utsav 2023, at Srimanta Sankardev Kalakshetra, in Guwahati, Friday.

Port Blair, Jan 6 (PTI) 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh Friday visited INS
Baaz, the Indian naval air
station under the joint serv-
ices Andaman and Nicobar
Command of the Indian
Armed Forces, at Campbell
Bay in Great Nicobar Island,
defence sources here said.

He was accompanied by
Lieutenant General Ajai
Singh AVSM, the command-
er-in-chief of Andaman and
Nicobar Command (CIN-
CAN) and interacted with
the troops there. Singh’s visit
and his interaction with the
troops assume importance in
light of the growing influ-
ence of China in the Indian
Ocean region. INS Baaz over-
looks the Strait of Malacca,
the sea route through which
the majority of Chinese im-
ports pass and is one of the
most important shipping
routes in the world both from
economic and a strategic
viewpoints, the sources said.
INS Baaz, which is a full-
fledged forward operating

base of the Indian Naval Air
Arm, also overlooks the Six

Degree channel between
Great Nicobar and the

Indonesian island of
Sumatra. Campbell Bay is
the country’s eye over the
Strait of Malacca, which is
the shortest shipping chan-
nel between Indian and
Pacific Oceans and connect
major economies like China,
Japan, the Middle East and
South Korea.

Singh was familiarised
with the terrain of the south-
ern group of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. He later vis-
ited Indira Point, the south-
ernmost tip of the country.
After visiting INS Baaz he
also went to the Air Force
station at Car Nicobar, the
sources said.

He had arrived in Port
Blair on Thursday to review
the operation preparedness
of the Andaman and
Nicobar Command (ANC). In
his address to the defence of-
ficers and jawans he raised
the border stand off with
China and lauded the brav-
ery of Indian soldiers from
Galwan in Ladakh to
Yangtse in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Rajnath visits INS Baaz

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at Indira Point during his
visit to Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Friday.

Imphal, Jan 6 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday as-
serted that the BJP gov-
ernment in the state freed
Manipur from bandhs and
terrorism and brought it
on the path of develop-
ment.

Addressing a public
rally at Moirang in
Bishnupur district after
virtually inaugurating
and laying the foundation
stone of 21 projects worth
over Rs 1,300 crore, Shah
said the BJP government
defeated insurgency and
lifted Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act or
AFSPA from six districts
of the state.

“There was a situation
of terror during the
Congress rule in
Manipur. Now, it is
among the best governed

small states,” he said.
He said the BJP-led

government at the
Centre has invested Rs
3.45 lakh crore in the

Northeast in less than
eight years and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has visited the region 51
times during this period.

Road, rail and air con-
nectivity have increased
manifold under the Modi
government, Shah said.

“We transformed
Congress’s ‘Look East
Policy’ into ‘Act East
Policy’. We do what we
promise,” he said.

Noting that the N
Biren Singh government
in the state is undertak-
ing massive operations
against drug trafficking
and abuse, he said the
BJP will make Manipur
drug-free by next elec-
tion.

BJP freed Manipur from terrorism, bandhs: Shah

Union Home Minister Amit Shah during the inauguration
of a 122 feet Marjing polo statue, at the Marjing Polo
Complex in Imphal, Friday.

Noida, Jan 6 (PTI)

A man who identified
himself as a worker of the
BJP’s youth wing was ar-
rested in Greater Noida for
allegedly misbehaving with
an on-duty police officer dur-
ing a checking campaign, a
senior official said on Friday.

The accused was also
found drunk driving and did
not have documents to his
car when checked on the in-
tervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Greater Noida)
Abhishek Verma said.

The accused was identi-
fied as Rahul Bhati, who
claimed to be a worker of the
Ghaziabad unit of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM), the BJP’s
youth wing. The BJP or the
BJYM are yet to comment on
the incident. The police said
the car in which Bhati was
travelling was being driven
at a high speed with sound

blaring from its hooter when
it was intercepted on the
Bilaspur-Sikandrabad Road.

The windshield of the
Maruti Swift car bore stick-
ers of the BJYM and the
BJP’s flag. It also bore a
sticker that read ‘Adhyaksh:
Mahanagar, Ghaziabad
BJP’.

“The police checking was
set up in the Dankaur area
where a Swift car was inter-
cepted. A person named
Rahul Bhati was driving the
car but was inebriated.
There were black films,
siren and hooter installed in
the car.

He also misbehaved with
the police,” Verma said.
“The car has been impound-
ed by the police and action
has been taken against
Rahul Bhati under CrPC
Section 151 (arrest to pre-
vent cognizable offence
without magisterial order)
after which he was produced
before the competent court,”
Verma said.

Drunk ‘BJYM worker’ arrested
for misbehaving with cops

Sanjay Raut gets
warrant cancelled
Mumbai, Jan 6 (PTI): A
magistrate’s court here on
Friday cancelled a non-
bailable warrant issued
against Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut after he ap-
peared before it in a
defamation case filed by
Medha Somaiya, BJP
leader Kirit Somaiya’s
wife.

Earlier in the day, when
the matter came up, Raut’s
lawyer sought exemption
from personal appearance
for the Rajya Sabha mem-
ber.

But the Sewri metropoli-
tan magistrate rejected the
plea and issued a non-bail-
able warrant against Raut
for not attending the pro-
ceedings despite an earlier
order.

The court on Friday
began recording the state-
ment of the complainant
in the case.

Raut appeared before
the court in the post-lunch
session. The court then
cancelled the warrant.

The next hearing would
be on January 24.

Wayanad, Jan 6 (PTI) 

A man sustained
minor injuries after a
wild elephant attacked
him at Sulthan Bathery
town in this hilly district
of Kerala in the early
hours of Friday.

A video of the ele-
phant taking a stroll
through the streets of
Sulthan Bathery near
here and attacking a
pedestrian has gone
viral.

The presence of the
jumbo in the town forced
the district administra-
tion to clamp prohibito-
ry orders in 10 divisions

of the municipality.
In the video, the fe-

male elephant was seen
walking through the
Bathery streets at
around 2.30 AM today.

The video also showed
the elephant hitting a
pedestrian, Subairkutty
who was walking
through the town, with
its trunk after which he
was seen falling down.

“The elephant at-
tacked the man who suf-
fered minor injuries. It
also attacked a jewellery
shop causing minor
damages. Currently the
officials are tracking the
location of the ele-

phant,” a senior district
administration official
told PTI.

The official said the
elephant has a radio col-
lar and the forest offi-
cials are in the process
of tracking the animal.

The district adminis-
tration is also in the
process of getting ap-
proval to tranquilize the
elephant.

Sources also said that
the forest officials have
identified the elephant
as the one which had re-
cently created problems
in the human inhabited
area of Tamil Nadu 
forest.

Wild elephant attacks man 

Davangere (K’taka), Jan 6 (PTI) 

BJP national president
J P Nadda on Friday said
the political culture of the
country has changed after
Narendra Modi took over
as the Prime Minister of
India in 2014.

Accusing the Congress
of indulging in politics of
“divide and rule” and rep-
resenting corruption,
commission and
casteism, he said the BJP
stands for mission, serv-
ice to the society and de-
velopment.

“When Modi took over
as the Prime Minister of
the country in 2014, it was
not only a change of a
Prime Minister or a gov-
ernment or a set of people
or a party, it was a change
of the political culture of
the country,” Nadda said.

Addressing an event or-
ganised by the BJP here,
he said, “I’m not exagger-
ating, the previous gov-
ernment of UPA was

under the conglomeration
of parties which were
propagating dynastic
rule, they were family
parties, they were spear-
heading the democratic
movement by believing in
vote-bank politics.”

“They believed in divid-
ing society and rule, they
believed in dividing on
the lines of religion and
caste, to see to it that they
ruled for a long time,” he
added.

Nadda was addressing a
gathering of profession-
als and intellectuals here,
as part of the campaign in
the run-up to the
Assembly polls in the
state, which is likely by
April-May.

Stating that the Prime
Minister not only chal-
lenged dynastic rule, van-
shvaad (family politics),
caste equations, vote-bank
politics, he said, “Modi en-
sured the mantra of-
Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,

and Sabka Prayas. So you
will find that the country
took an U-turn and the
new political culture
came in.”

“When I come before
you I don’t speak about di-
viding the society, caste
system and religion part.
When I and my leaders
come before you they
come to you with their re-
port card,” he said, adding
the politics of the report
card has come in the
country.

“We have tried to see to
it that the government is
not here, only to come out
with the manifestos, but
the government that goes
before the the people with
a report card on what they
have done,” Nadda said.

State BJP president
Nalin Kumar Kateel,
party’s national general
secretary Arun Singh,
Member of Parliament G
M Siddeshwara among
others were present at the
event.

An accountable and
pro-responsive govern-
ment has to be there, this
new culture has come,
Nadda further said,
adding that “We are a pro-
responsive, responsible,
proactive and accountable
government.”

Giving credit to the
Modi administration for
COVID-19 vaccine and
successful vaccination
drive across the country,
safe evacuation of Indian
students from war-rav-
aged Ukraine, fast growth
of digital payments
among others, Nadda
highlighted various other
policies and initiatives of
the BJP government in-
cluding new education
policy which gives impe-
tus to regional languages.

He also highlighted the
importance of Swachh
Bharat mission, construc-
tion of toilets especially
in rural areas, Ujwala
scheme, health coverage
scheme, among others.

PM Modi has changed the political
culture of the country: Nadda

Bengaluru, Jan 6 (PTI) 

A Brahmin organisa-
tion has opposed the
Karnataka government’s
plan to use the 10 per cent
quota under EWS catego-
ry for meeting reservation
demands by the dominant
Lingayat and Vokkaliga
communities, and has
termed the move as “anti-
Brahmin”.

Akhila Karnataka
Brahmana Mahasabha
President and former ad-
vocate general Ashok
Haranahalli, in a video
statement, said Brahmins
cannot accept the govern-
ment’s plan and called on
all sub-sects within the
community to come to-
gether and oppose the
move.

The Karnataka Cabinet
on December 29, 2022 had
decided to create two new
OBC categories for
Vokkaligas and Lingayats,
and has planned to meet
their reservation demand
by utilising a portion of

the 10 per cent
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) quota.

“Despite the directions
that 10 per cent reserva-
tion should be given to the
economically weaker sec-
tion, the state government
did not make its mind on
this even after several
years.

“But they have now
taken a decision with a
plan to divide the 10 per
cent reservation and give
it to certain communities,
and have plans to limit
Brahmins to only 2 to 3 per
cent,” Haranahalli said in
the video posted on his so-
cial media account on
Thursday.

Noting that the state
government has already
taken reservation beyond
50 per cent to 56 per cent
now (through SC/ST
reservation hike), he said,
those communities which
already enjoy quota bene-
fits, cannot be granted that
right under the EWS cate-
gory.

“Despite this, the gov-
ernment wants to give
reservation under EWS to
those communities which
already enjoy reservation
benefits. This has led to
displeasure among the
Brahmins about the gov-
ernment and its anti-
Brahmin policy. The com-
munity was already upset
with the government for
not implementing EWS
category till now,” he
added.

Stating that the
Brahmin community can-
not accept this move by
the government,
Haranahalli said there is a
need for the community to
come together on the issue
and make the government
understand their displeas-
ure.

As per the Cabinet deci-
sion, the Vokkaligas who
come under Category 3A
of the OBC list will now be
placed under the new
Category 2C, while the
Veerashaiva-Lingayats,
who are under Category

3B now, will be put in
Category 2D. The existing
Categories 3A and 3B will
be done away with.

However, the Cabinet
has deferred the decision
regarding the quantum of
reservation to 2C and 2D
categories, until there is a
final report from the
Backward Classes
Commission. Hence, for
now the reservation will
continue as earlier - four
per cent for Vokkaligas
under Category 2C and
five per cent for Lingayats
under Category 2D.

To meet the demands for
a hike in quota from these
communities, the govern-
ment plans to carve out
from the 10 per cent EWS
quota that will be applica-
ble to Brahmins, Jains,
Arya Vysyas, Nagarthas,
Mudaliars, among others.

This is likely to be done
following the report,
which will determine 10
per cent reservation for
castes and populations
that deserve EWS quota.

Brahmin body questions K’taka govt’s plan to use EWS

quota for demands of Vokkaligas & Lingayats



RISHI VISITS HARRIS ACADEMY

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak visits Harris Academy, in Battersea, London, Friday, Jan. 6.
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Islamabad, Jan 06 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday held talks with
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
chief Kristalina
Georgieva to break the
deadlock over the release
of the next tranche of as-
sistance for the cash-
strapped country.

The contact was made
four days before an expect-
ed face-to-face meeting be-
tween the prime minister
and the IMF chief on the
sidelines of the Geneva
Conference for flood vic-
tims. Addressing a busi-
ness gathering here on
Friday, Sharif confirmed
he received a call from

IMF Managing Director
Georgieva and they dis-
cussed the issue of dis-
bursement of an already
pledged loan.

“I told the IMF that we
cannot put more burden
on our masses. I also urged
that the IMF should send
its delegation to Pakistan
for talks,” he said, adding
that the delegation was ex-
pected to arrive over the
next three or four days to
discuss various issues.

The global lender has re-
fused to issue the new in-
stalment of the already
agreed loan since Pakistan

was not living up to the
promises it made when the
stalled loan of USD 6 bil-
lion was restored last year.

Prime Minister Sharif
also sought relaxation in
the demand to increase
electricity prices to com-
pensate for the deviation
of around Rs 500 billion
from the annual circular
debt management plan.

These remain the major
stumbling blocks in reach-
ing an initial understand-
ing of a staff-level visit by
the IMF to Pakistan.

“However, the govern-
ment stood ready to im-
pose flood levy and wind-
fall income tax on com-
mercial banks,” sources
said. There was also a re-
solve from the Pakistani
side to increase the energy
prices in future against
any further deviation.

Pakistan and the IMF
had a round of engage-
ment on November 18 last

year, but could not finalise
a schedule for formal talks
on the overdue ninth re-
view.

The IMF board in
August last year approved
the seventh and eighth re-
views of Pakistan’s
bailout programme, allow-
ing for a release of over
USD 1.1 billion.

The much-needed
bailout package from the
IMF helped Pakistan avert
an imminent default,
amidst the persisting polit-
ical uncertainty and the
devastating floods that
have displaced more than
33 million people.

As the economy re-
mains under pressure, the
premier also made calls to
the Chinese counterpart,
Li Keqiang, seeking
Beijing’s help to avert a
looming default while
army chief General Asim
Munir met the Saudi de-
fence minister in Riyadh.

Shehbaz Sharif holds talks with
IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva 

To break deadlock
over next tranche 
of assistance

Kyiv, Jan 06 (AP):

The impact of Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
order for his forces in
Ukraine to observe a uni-
lateral, 36-hour cease-fire
was in doubt Friday after
Kyiv officials dismissed the
move as a ploy but didn’t
clarify whether Ukrainian
troops would follow suit.

Moscow also didn’t say
whether it would hit back if
Ukraine kept fighting. The
Russian-declared truce in
the nearly 11-month war
began at noon Friday and
was to continue through
midnight Saturday
Moscow time (0900 GMT
Friday to 2100 GMT
Saturday; 4 a.m. EST
Friday to 4 p.m. EST
Saturday). There were no
immediate reports of it
being broken. Putin’s an-
nouncement Thursday that
the Kremlin’s troops would

stop fighting along the
1,100-kilometer (684-mile)
front line or elsewhere was
unexpected.

It came after the Russian
Orthodox Church head,
Patriarch Kirill, proposed a
cease-fire for this week-
end’s Orthodox Christmas
holiday.

The Orthodox Church,
which uses the Julian cal-
endar, celebrates
Christmas on Jan. 7.

But Ukrainian and
Western officials suspected
an ulterior motive in
Putin’s apparent goodwill
gesture. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy questioned the
Kremlin’s intentions, ac-
cusing the Kremlin of
planning the fighting
pause “to continue the war
with renewed vigor.” “Now
they want to use Christmas
as a cover to stop the ad-
vance of our guys in the

(eastern) Donbas (region)
for a while and bring
equipment, ammunition
and mobilized people clos-
er to our positions,”
Zelenskyy said late
Thursday.

He did not, however,
state outright that Kyiv
would ignore Putin’s re-
quest. U.S. President Joe
Biden echoed Zelenskyy’s
wariness, saying it was “in-
teresting” that Putin was
ready to bomb hospitals,
nurseries and churches on
Christmas and New Year’s.

“I think (Putin) is trying
to find some oxygen,”
Biden said, without elabo-
rating. State Department
spokesman Ned Price said
Washington had “little
faith in the intentions be-
hind this announcement,”
adding that Kremlin offi-
cials “have given us no rea-
son to take anything that
they offer at face value.”

Kremlin-ordered truce is uncertain
amid suspicion of motives Chiyayi (Taiwan), Jan 06 (AP):

Taiwanese President
Tsai Ing-wen visited a mil-
itary base on Friday to ob-
serve drills while rival
China protested the pas-
sage of a US Navy destroy-
er through the Taiwan
Strait, as tensions between
the sides showed no sign of
abating in the new year.

Beijing claims self-gov-
erning Taiwan as Chinese
territory to be brought
under its control by force
if necessary, and regularly
protests the passage of US
and other foreign war-
ships through the Taiwan
Strait, one of the world’s
busiest waterways.

Tsai’s visit to the base in
the central county of
Chiayi comes as Taiwan is
seeking to boost its de-
fences against the rising
threat from China.

That includes expand-
ing the domestic ship-
building and arms indus-

try, buying more defensive
weaponry from the US and
extending the national
service requirement for all
men from four months to a
full year beginning in 2024.

Along with observing
the display by an army
mechanized infantry bat-
talion, Tsai visited the air
force’s Fourth Tactical
Fighter Wing, whose pilots
are largely responsible for
intercepting Chinese mili-
tary aircraft approaching
the the midline of the

Taiwan Strait.
“I would like to reiterate

that the continuous activi-
ties of the People’s
Liberation Army (around
Taiwan) are not helpful to
cross-strait relations nor
to the peace and stability
of the region,” Tsai said.

“As we are facing the ex-
pansion of authoritarian-
ism, we can only but
strengthen the country’s
combat capabilities and
toughness to secure our
national security and in-

terests,” said Tsai.
Meanwhile, China ac-

cused the US of “publicly
hyping” the passage on
Thursday of the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile
destroyer USS Chung-
Hoon through the strait,
adding that its forces mon-
itored the ship the entire
time.

“The Eastern Theater
Command of the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army
organised troops to moni-
tor the US ship’s entire
passage and was fully cog-
nizant of all its actions,”
the command’s spokesper-
son Col. Shi Yi said in a
brief statement posted to
social media.

The US says the strait is
international waters be-
yond the territorial sea of
any coastal state.

“Chung-Hoon’s transit
through the Taiwan Strait
demonstrates the United
States’ commitment to a
free and open Indo-Pacific.

The United States military
flies, sails and operates
anywhere international
law allows,” the Japan-
based 7th Fleet said in a
statement.

China’s attempts to in-
timidate Taiwan militari-
ly have risen to new
heights in recent months,
raising concerns in
Washington that Beijing is
growing closer to using
force.

That has included firing
missiles into the sea and
sending planes and ships
across the dividing line in
the Taiwan Strait in
August in response to a
visit to the island by US
House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi.

Last month, it sent a
record-breaking 71 planes
and seven ships toward
Taiwan in a 24-hour dis-
play of force after express-
ing anger at Taiwan-relat-
ed provisions in a US an-
nual defence spending bill.

Taiwan’s Tsai visits base as China protests US ship passage

Tokyo, Jan 06 (AP):

Japan and the United
States will hold security
talks between their foreign
and defence ministers in
Washington the day before
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida lands in
the US capital next week
wrapping up his tour of
Group of Seven nations as
Tokyo expands its military
and deepen alliance with
America amid China’s
growing influence.

Kishida will embark on
a six-nation trip Monday
to France, Italy, Britain
and Canada ahead of his
January 13 summit with
US President Joe Biden.

Defense Minister
Yasukazu Hamada and

Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi will
fly to Washington to join
their American counter-
parts Lloyd Austin and
Antony Blinken for their
“2+2” security talks on
Wednesday, just before
their leaders’ summit at
the White House, Japanese
officials said Friday.

The “2+2” talks are ex-
pected to focus on their
new national security
strategies, released by
Japan in mid-December
and the United States in
October, and how the two
allies plan to tackle securi-
ty concerns including
China, North Korea and
Russia. “We will discuss
strengthening of deter-
rence and response capa-

bility of the Japan-US al-
liance as we take into con-
sideration our new strate-
gy documents,” Hamada
told reporters.

Hamada said Friday he
and Austin will separately
hold bilateral defence
talks on Thursday to dis-
cuss details of how their
militaries can expand and
deepen their operations.

Asked if they will dis-
cuss a revision to their
current defence guideline
based on Japan’s more de-
fensive role, Hamada said
nothing has been decided.

Japan in December
adopted a set of three se-
curity and defense strate-

gy documents that break
from its exclusively self-
defence-only stance.

Under the new strate-
gies, Japan vows to build
up its counterstrike capa-
bility with long-range
cruise missiles that can
reach potential targets in
China, double its defense
budget within five years
and bolster development
of advanced weapons.

US officials have wel-
comed Japan’s willingness
to take on more offensive
role, while experts say it
could also help widen co-
operation with Australia,
their main regional de-
fence partner.

Japan, US to hold security talks
before Kishida meets Biden

United Nations, Jan 06 (PTI):

India, among the largest
troop-contributing coun-
tries to UN peacekeeping, is
deploying a platoon of
women peacekeepers in
Abyei, the country’s largest
single unit of female Blue
Helmets in a UN mission
since 2007.

The move heralded
India’s intent of increasing
significantly the number of
women in peacekeeping
contingents.

“India is deploying an all
#women’s platoon of peace-
keepers as part of our bat-
talion to the UN Mission in
#Abyei @UNISFA_1. This is
the single largest deploy-
ment of women #peace-
keepers in recent years.
Good wishes to the team!”
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj tweeted Thursday,
along with a photo of the
contingent.

India’s Permanent
Mission to the UN said in a
statement that the platoon
of women peacekeepers
will be deployed in Abyei as
part of the Indian Battalion
in the United Nations
Interim Security Force,
Abyei (UNISFA) on January
6, 2023.

“This will be India’s
largest single unit of
women Peacekeepers in a
UN Mission since we de-
ployed the first-ever all-
women’s contingent in
Liberia in 2007. It will also
herald India’s intent of in-
creasing significantly the
number of Indian women in
Peacekeeping contingents,”
the statement said.

The Indian contingent,
comprising two officers and

25 other ranks, will form
part of an engagement pla-
toon and specialise in com-
munity outreach and will be
performing extensive secu-
rity-related tasks as well.
“Their presence will be es-
pecially welcome in Abyei,
where a recent spurt in vio-
lence has triggered a spate
of challenging humanitar-
ian concerns for women
and children in the con-
flict zone,” it added.

In September last year,
Kamboj had said in a
Security Council briefing
on United Nations
Peacekeeping Operations
that the role of women
peacekeepers cannot be
over-emphasised ineffec-
tive peacekeeping.

She had underlined that
India took pride in having
deployed the first-ever all-
women peacekeeping con-
tingent in Liberia in 2007,
“which inspired a whole
generation of Liberian
women to take part in the
country’s security sector.
We stand ready to con-
tribute further to this re-
gard.”

The Indian mission
noted in the statement
that women peacekeepers

are “highly regarded” in
UN missions throughout
the world for their ability to
reach out and connect with
women and children in
local populations, especially
victims of sexual violence
in conflict zones.

“Indian women particu-
larly have a rich tradition in

peacekeeping,” the state-
ment said adding that UN’s
first Police Adviser Dr
Kiran Bedi, United Nations
Military Gender Advocate
of the Year Award 2019 hon-
oree Major Suman Gawani
and Shakti Devi have made
a mark for themselves in
UN Peacekeeping.

India deploys platoon of women
peacekeepers in UN mission in Abyei

B y the end of 2022, more
than 650 million COVID

infections had been reported
to the World Health
Organisation. With the true
number likely much higher,
and the tally increasing by
hundreds of thousands every
week, the scientific communi-
ty has been focused on under-
standing the impact of COVID
on our physical health, men-
tal health and brain function.
In the early stage of the pan-
demic, sleep scientists chart-
ed the costs and benefits of
lockdowns on sleep patterns.
The main finding was that we
slept more in lockdown but
the quality of our sleep was
worse. Now a second wave of
data is beginning to explain
how becoming infected with
COVID is affecting our sleep
and even intruding into our
dreams.

The most recent meta-
analysis, a review of all the
currently available scientific
literature, estimates that 52%
of people who contract
COVID suffer from sleep dis-
turbances during the infec-
tion. The most common type
of sleep disturbance reported
is insomnia. People with in-
somnia typically find it diffi-
cult to fall asleep or stay
asleep, and often wake up
early in the mornings.
Worryingly, sleep problems
sometimes persist even after
recovery from the infection. A

study in China found that 26%
of people who were admitted
to hospital with COVID
showed symptoms of insom-
nia two weeks after discharge.
And a US study showed that
people who had been infected
with COVID were more likely
than people who had never
been infected to have trouble
sleeping, even up to a month
after a positive COVID test.

Sleep difficulties 
and long COVID

While most people recover
from COVID quickly, some
continue to have symptoms in
the longer term. People suffer-
ing from long COVID seem
very likely to face persistent
sleep problems. A 2021 study
surveyed more than 3,000 peo-
ple with long COVID. Almost
80% of participants self-re-
ported sleep problems, most
commonly insomnia. A more
recent study collected data on
both sleep duration and quali-
ty using smart wristbands.
Participants with long COVID
slept less overall and got less
deep sleep than participants
who had never had COVID.
Loss of deep sleep is particu-
larly concerning, as this type
of sleep reduces how tired we
feel and strengthens concen-
tration and memory. Lack of
deep sleep may be partly re-
sponsible for the commonly
reported "brain fog" during
and after COVID. The fact
COVID often interferes with
sleep is also worrying because
sleep helps our immune sys-
tem to fight infections.

Why does COVID a
ffect our sleep?

There are many reasons
why a COVID infection might
lead to poor sleep. One review
identified physiological, psy-
chological and environmental
factors. COVID can have a di-
rect impact on the brain, in-
cluding the areas that control
both wake and sleep states.

We don't yet have a clear un-
derstanding of how this
works, but possible mecha-
nisms could include the virus
infecting the central nervous
system or affecting the brain's
blood supply. Typical symp-
toms of COVID include fever,
coughing and breathing diffi-
culties. These are also well
known to disturb sleep.

Poor mental health can lead
to sleep problems and vice
versa. There's a strong link be-
tween catching COVID and
mental health issues, particu-
larly depression and anxiety.
This can be caused by worries
about recovery, loneliness or
social isolation. Such anxi-
eties may make sleeping hard-
er. Meanwhile, hospitalised
COVID patients can face addi-
tional difficulties trying to
sleep in busy hospital envi-
ronments where sleep is often
disturbed by noise, treatment
and other patients.

What about dreams?
The International COVID-19

Sleep Study, a global research
project involving sleep scien-
tists from 14 countries, recent-
ly released its findings into
dreaming. The study sur-
veyed infected and uninfected
participants about their
dreams.

Both groups had more
dreams after the start of the
pandemic than before.
Intriguingly, the infected par-
ticipants had more night-
mares than the uninfected
participants, while there was
no difference between the
groups before the pandemic.
There's no simple explanation
for why catching COVID may
increase nightmares, but
mental health may again play
a role. Poor mental health is
often accompanied by night-
mares. The International
COVID-19 Sleep Study team
found the infected group
showed more symptoms of

conditions such as anxiety
and depression.

Getting help
The close links between

sleep and both mental and
physical health mean that pre-
vention and treatment of dis-
turbed sleep have never been
more important, and will re-
quire creative solutions from
governments and healthcare
providers. If you've had trou-
ble sleeping during or after
COVID, or are having more bad
dreams than you used to,
you're not alone. Both short-
and long-term insomnia can
often be treated with cognitive
behavioural therapy (CBT)
that you may be able to access
through your doctor. For less
severe sleep problems, the
European Academy for
C o g n i t i v e - B e h a v i o r a l
Treatment of Insomnia has
compiled recommendations,
some based on principles ap-
plied in CBT, that you can fol-
low at home.

These include:

Keeping a regular sleep-

wake schedule

Restricting thinking about

things that make you feel

stressed to specific times

of day

Using your bed only for

sleep and sex

Going to bed and getting

up when you naturally feel

inclined to do so

Sharing feelings of stress

and anxiety with family

and friends

Reducing sleep disruption

due to light exposure by

making sure your bed-

room is as dark as possible

Exercising regularly in

daylight

Avoiding eating close to

bedtime.
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What a shock! 
Delhi’s Anjali Singh, who died

after being dragged by a car for
14 km in the early hours of this
New Year, was with a friend
Nidhi, when their scooter met
with an accident. But what
pained me and I was unable to
understand why the accompany-
ing Nidhi who escaped with
minor injuries did not raise any
alarm? Had she raised the alarm
in time the victim Anjali might
have survived. One wonders if
she has no fear of going to a
midnight party at 1.45 AM, but
felt fear to save her friend.
Instead, Nidhi spreading lies and
maligning Anjali’s character that
she was drunk on New Years
Day, but the detailed post-
mortem of Anjali has not shown
that there was any alcohol in her
system. After this how one be-
lieves Nidhi’s version that the
men in the car knew Anjali was
stuck under their car. Like many
times earlier this time also Delhi
Commission for Women’s (DCW)
has recommended setting up a
high-level committee under the
chairpersonship of union home
minister, which should include
few prominent persons to create
a coordinated strategy for tack-
ling crimes against women in the
crime capital. It’s a lengthy
process and its success remains
doubtful as we have witnessed it
from the time of Nirbhaya case.
But prompt and early action why
not like Anjali’s friend Nidhi, the
five youths (who ignored Anjali
and Nidhi’s screams) and police
officials of the area (has shown
such disregard for women safety
and then on top of it trying to
hide their incompetence by
cooking up things) should be
brought under the lens of strin-
gent legal action, for the horrific
Kanjhawala accident.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Heinous crime
The car occupants after hit-

ting the scooter should have
stopped and helped the injured
women, but they sped away,
dragging the victim for 13 km,
resulting in her death. They de-
serve the severest punishment
for their heinous crime. The po-
lice and courts should ensure a
speedy trial and the harshest
punishment possible. Parents
should also learn a lesson from
this incident. Riding a two-
wheeler at an unearthly hour is
highly risky. Necessary safety
measures must be in place be-
fore girls venture out for late-
night parties, especially if un-
escorted.

WWgg  CCddrr  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((rreettdd)),,
JJaallaannddhhaarr

Protests create 
nuisance

Though the SC has repeatedly
ruled that the constitutional right
to protest is not absolute and
cannot be resorted to anywhere
and anytime, the nuisance value
of protests is increasing. Protests
have a detrimental effect on nor-
mal life and economy. It is imper-
ative that the Gujarat legislation
is adopted by the Centre too. Any
violation of prohibitory orders is-
sued under Section 144 of the
CrPC should be treated as a cog-
nisable offence under Section
188 to ensure that law and order
prevails effectively throughout
India.

LLaalliitt  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Homeless people on a pavement during a cold and foggy winter morning, in Gurugram, Friday, Jan. 6.

COLD DAY

A s COVID-19 rips through China, other countries and the
World Health Organization are calling on its govern-

ment to share more comprehensive data on the outbreak.
Some even say many of the numbers it's reporting are mean-
ingless. Without basic data like the number of deaths, infec-
tions and severe cases, governments elsewhere have institut-
ed virus testing requirements for travelers from China. Beijing
has said the measures aren't science-based and threatened
countermeasures. Of greatest concern is whether new vari-
ants will emerge from the mass infection unfolding in China
and spread to other countries. The delta and omicron variants
developed in places that also had large outbreaks, which can
be a breeding ground for new variants.

WWHHAATT  IISS  CCHHIINNAA  SSHHAARRIINNGG  AANNDD  NNOOTT  SSHHAARRIINNGG??

Chinese health authorities publish a daily count of new
cases, severe cases and deaths, but those numbers include
only officially confirmed cases and use a very narrow defini-
tion of COVID-related deaths. China is most certainly doing
their own sampling studies but just not sharing them, said
Ray Yip, who founded the US Centres for Disease Control of-
fice in China. The nationwide tally for Thursday was 9,548
new cases and five deaths, but some local governments are
releasing much higher estimates just for their jurisdictions.
Zhejiang, a province on the east coast, said Tuesday it was
seeing about 1 million new cases a day. If a variant emerges
in an outbreak, it's found through genetic sequencing of the
virus. Since the pandemic started, China has shared 4,144 se-
quences with GISAID, a global platform for coronavirus data.
That's only 0.04 per cent of its reported number of cases a
rate more than 100 times less than the United States and
nearly four times less than neighbouring Mongolia.

WWHHAATT  IISS  KKNNOOWWNN  AANNDD  WWHHAATT  

CCAANN  BBEE  FFIIGGUURREEDD  OOUUTT??

So far, no new variants have shown up in the sequences
shared by China. The versions fuelling infections in China
"closely resemble" those that have been seen in other parts
of the world since July, GISAID said. Dr. Gagandeep Kang,
who studies viruses at the Christian Medical College of
Vellore in India, agreed, saying there wasn't anything particu-
larly worrisome in the data so far. That hasn't stopped at least
10 countries including the US, Canada, Japan, South Korea,
India, Australia, the UK, France, Spain and Italy from an-
nouncing virus testing requirements for passengers from
China. The European Union strongly encouraged all its mem-
ber states to do so this week. Health officials have defended
the testing as a surveillance measure that helps fill an infor-
mation gap from China. This means countries can get a read
on any changes in the virus through testing, even if they don't
have complete data from China. "We don't need China to
study that, all we have to do is to test all the people coming
out of China," said Yip, the former public health official.
Canada and Belgium said they will look for viral particles in
wastewater on planes arriving from China. "It is like an early
warning system for authorities to anticipate whether there's a
surge of infections coming in," said Dr. Khoo Yoong Khean, a
scientific officer at the Duke-NUS Centre of Outbreak in
Singapore. Chinese officials have repeatedly said they are
sharing information, pointing to the sequences given to GI-
SAID and meetings with the WHO. But WHO officials have re-
peatedly asked for more not just on genetic sequencing but
also on hospitalisations, ICU admissions and deaths. WHO
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus expressed
concern this week about the risk to life in China. "Data re-
mains essential for WHO to carry out regular, rapid and ro-
bust risk assessments of the global situation," the head of the
UN health agency said. The Chinese government often holds
information from its own public, particularly anything that re-
flects negatively on the ruling Communist Party. State media
have shied away from the dire reports of a spike in cremations
and people racing from hospital to hospital to try to get treat-
ment as the health system reaches capacity. Government offi-
cials have accused foreign media of hyping the situation.
Khean, noting that South Africa's early warning about omi-
cron led to bans on travelers from the country, said there is a
need to foster an environment where countries can share
data without fear of repercussions. 

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

T oday, one of the major technological advancements
sweeping India's healthcare industry is telemedicine.

The pandemic has pushed the use of telemedicine to safely
deliver and access care to individuals who need it, particular-
ly those who reside in rural and distant areas of India. People
in the far-flung hilly and tribal regions of the nation now have
access to city-level medical facilities thanks to India's boom-
ing telemedicine industry. India reached a significant turning
point in its digital health journey in March 2022 when it com-
pleted 170,000 teleconsultations in a single day through its
national telemedicine programme, "eSanjeevani." The mar-
ket for telehealth is projected to be worth US$ 83.5 billion
globally and to grow at a CAGR of 24% between 2023 and
2030. Due to the technology's growing use and scope as well
as its many applications, it is anticipated that artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning will be employed more frequent-
ly in telehealth by 2023. Experts predict that virtual reality
and augmented reality will increase the scope of telemedi-
cine. The latest technology will appear to test the patient as
they are seated next to one another. The National Health
Digital Mission, unique health IDs, and electronic health and
medical records have all been introduced, and they have all
helped to promote telemedicine by enhancing synergy and
generating awareness across all e-platforms. Computer ex-
perts believe that 5G has the potential to greatly boost the
telemedicine sector. As we saw during the outbreak, 5G-en-
abled devices with cloud connectivity are valuable for more
than only doctor-patient video calls. A medical expert can
swiftly and efficiently retrieve a patient's vital signs via 5G to
determine the state of the patient.There are a number of new
technologies that can be applied in telemedicine to assist pa-
tients in adhering more closely to their prescription schedules
and managing their illnesses more effectively. Telemedicine
will carry on bridging the gap between patients, medical pro-
fessionals, and healthcare systems in the future.

A PROMISING FUTURE

Is China sharing enough
COVID-19 information?

How COVID can disturb your sleep 
and dreams and what could help

O ver 80 per cent, or 4
out of every 5 gla-

ciers by number, could well
disappear by the end of this
century, if fossil fuel use con-
tinues unabated, according
to a study. The findings
showed that the world could
lose as much as 41 percent of
its total glacier mass this cen-
tury - or as little as 26 percent
- depending on today's cli-
mate change mitigation ef-
forts. Assistant Professor
David Rounce of Civil and
Environmental Engineering,
Carnegie Mellon University,
US, led an international ef-
fort to produce new projec-
tions of glacier mass loss
through the century under
different emissions scenar-
ios, according to the study.

The projections were ag-
gregated into global tempera-
ture change scenarios to sup-

port adaptation and mitiga-
tion discussions, such as
those at the United Nations
Conference of Parties (COP
27), held in Egypt, the study
said. Even in a best-case, low-
emissions scenario, where
the increase in global mean
temperature is limited to +1.5
degrees Celsius relative to
pre-industrial levels, over 25
per cent of glacial mass will
be gone and nearly 50 per
cent of glaciers by number
are projected to disappear,
the study said. A majority of
these lost glaciers are small
(less than one sq km) by gla-
cial standards, but their loss
can negatively impact local
hydrology, tourism, glacier
hazards, and cultural values,
the study said.

Rounce's work provided
better context for regional
glacier modelling, and he

hoped it will spur climate pol-
icymakers to lower tempera-
ture change goals beyond the
2.7 degree Celsius mark that
pledges from COP-26, held in
Glasgow, UK are projected to
hit. Smaller glacial regions
like Central Europe and
Western Canada and the US
will be disproportionately af-
fected by temperatures rising
more than 2 degrees Celsius
C. At a 3 degrees Celsius rise,
glaciers in these regions al-
most disappear completely,
the study said. Rounce noted
that the way in which gla-
ciers respond to changes in
climate takes a long time. He
described the glaciers as ex-
tremely slow-moving rivers.

Cutting emissions today
will not remove previously
emitted greenhouse gasses,
nor can it instantly halt the
inertia they contribute to cli-

mate change, meaning even a
complete halt to emissions
would still take between 30
and 100 years to be reflected
in glacier mass loss rates, the
study said. Many processes
govern how glaciers lose
mass and Rounce's study ad-
vances how models account
for different types of glaciers,
including tidewater and de-
bris-covered glaciers, the
study said.

Tidewater glaciers refer to
glaciers that terminate in the
ocean, which causes them to
lose a lot of mass at this in-
terface. Debris-covered gla-
ciers refer to glaciers that are
covered by sand, rocks, and
boulders. Prior work by
Rounce has shown that the
thickness and distribution of
debris cover can have a posi-
tive or negative effect on gla-
cial melt rates across an en-

tire region, depending on the
debris thickness. In his
newest work, he found that
accounting for these process-
es had relatively little impact
on the global glacier projec-
tions, but substantial differ-
ences in mass loss were
found when analyzing indi-
vidual glaciers.

The model is also calibrat-
ed with an unprecedented
amount of data, including
individual mass change ob-
servations for every glacier,
which provide a more com-
plete and detailed picture of
glacier mass change, the
study said. The use of su-
percomputers was essential
to support the application of
state-of-the-art calibration
methods and the large en-
sembles of different emis-
sions scenarios, the 
study said.

4 out of 5 glaciers may be lost by 2100
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BRIEF

Appointment

Kochi: Susanth
Kurunthil has taken
charge as the Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Infopark.
Kurunthil has a di-
verse experience of 30
years in the IT indus-
try and has served as
the country head of a
US-based software
company, Infopark
said. Kurunthil took
charge on Wednesday.
"In addition to being
an entrepreneur and
successfully running
three companies, he
has also worked in
various roles includ-
ing being a software
developer and a con-
sultant," Infopark said
in a release.

5G services
New Delhi: Telecom
operator Bharti Airtel
on Friday announced
the launch of its 5G
services in Hissar and
Rohtak, expanding the
reach of the new age
hi-speed network in
Haryana. Airtel's 5G
services are already
live in Gurugram and
Panipat. "Hissar and
Rohtak gets ultrafast
Airtel 5G Plus servic-
es in addition to
Gurugram and
Panipat," the compa-
ny said in a statement.
Airtel '5G Plus' servic-
es will be available to
customers in a phased
manner as the compa-
ny continues to con-
struct its network and
complete the rollout.
Customers with 5G-
enabled devices will
experience the high-
speed Airtel 5G net-
work at no extra cost
until the rollout is
more widespread.

Safe investment

Mumbai: Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath  pitched
his state as a safe in-
vestment destination
and also interacted
with prominent
Bollywood personali-
ties during his visit to
Mumbai, where
Maharashtra's
Opposition parties
targeted him over his
roadshow. Adityanath
assured industrialists
of a strong law and
order situation in
Uttar Pradesh, devoid
of fear and free of
land mafia. "You must
have seen that before
2017, there used to be
riots every other day,
now the law and situa-
tion in the state is
very strong.

Taming inflation 
New Delhi: Taming
inflation is the top pri-
ority for South Asian
countries like India as
an unchecked price
rise may pose risk to
growth and invest-
ment outlook, Reserve
Bank (RBI) Governor
Shaktikanta Das said
on Friday. Speaking at
an event organised by
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF),
he said rising levels of
debt, alongside sus-
tained price pres-
sures, pose risks to the
region's economic
growth and both must
be contained.

New Delhi, Jan 06:  

The Indian economy is
estimated to grow at 7 per
cent in the 2022-23 fiscal,
down from 8.7 per cent a
year ago, mainly due poor
performance of mining
and manufacturing sec-
tors. As per the first ad-
vance estimates of nation-
al income released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Friday, the manu-
facturing sector output is
estimated to decelerate to
1.6 per cent in the current
fiscal from 9.9 per cent in
2021-22. Similarly, mining
sector growth is estimated
at 2.4 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal as against 11.5

per cent in 2021-22.
"Real GDP or GDP

(Gross Domestic Product)
at Constant (2011-12) Prices
in the year 2022-23 is esti-
mated at Rs 157.60 lakh
crore, as against the
Provisional Estimate of
GDP for the year 2021-22 of
Rs 147.36 lakh crore, re-
leased on 31st May, 2022,"
an NSO statement said. It
stated that growth in real
GDP during 2022-23 is esti-
mated at 7.0 per cent as
compared to 8.7 per cent in
2021-22.

The NSO estimates are a
tad higher than the 6.8 per
cent GDP growth projec-
tion of the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI). It also said the

nominal GDP or GDP at
Current Prices in the year
2022-23 is estimated at Rs
273.08 lakh crore, as
against the Provisional
Estimate of GDP for the
year 2021-22 of Rs 236.65
lakh crore. The growth in
nominal GDP during 2022-
23 is estimated at 15.4 per
cent as compared to 19.5
per cent in 2021-22. The
agriculture sector is pro-
jected to see a growth of 3.5
per cent in FY2022-23, high-
er than the 3 per cent ex-
pansion recorded in the
previous financial year.

Trade, hotel, transport,
communication and serv-
ices related to broadcasting
segment is estimated to

grow at 13.7 per cent from
11.1 per cent in 2021-22.
Financial, real estate and
professional services seg-
ment is projected to grow
at 6.4 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal, up from 4.2 per
cent in 202-22. However,
construction sector growth
is expected to decelerate to
9.1 per cent from 11.5 per
cent a year ago. Similarly,
public adminstration, de-
fence and other services
growth is estimated to drop
to 7.9 per cent this fiscal
from 12.6 per cent in FY22.
The growth in gross value
added (GVA) at basic prices
is pegged at 6.7 per cent
this fiscal, down from 8.1
per cent in 2021-22.

India’s GDP growth estimated to
slip to 7 pc in 2022-23: Govt data

New Delhi, Jan 06:  

President Droupadi Murmu will
give away the coveted Digital
India Awards to winners on
Saturday, January 7, 2023,
according to an official state-
ment. The government has
envisioned the Digital India
Programme to transform the
country into a digitally-empow-
ered society and knowledge
economy. The Digital India
Awards (DIA) encourage and
honour innovative digital initia-
tives by government entities at
all levels. DIA 2022 aims to
inspire not only the govern-
ment entities but also startups
and grassroot-level digital ini-
tiatives in fulfilling the Digital
India vision. "The President of
India, Droupadi Murmu to give
away the Digital India Awards
2022 to the winners, here on
January 7, 2023," the state-
ment said. Minister for
Electronics and IT
Communications and Railways,

Ashwini Vaishnaw, and
Secretary, Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), Alkesh
Kumar Sharma will also attend
the event in New Delhi, along
with other dignitaries. The sev-
enth edition of the awards
includes categories such as dig-
ital empowerment of citizens,
digital initiatives at grassroot
level, digital initiatives for ease
of doing business, data sharing
and use for socio economic
development, and public digital
platforms central ministries,
departments and states. 

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

Bank account holders
are no longer required to
visit their bank branches to
update 'know your cus-
tomer' (KYC) details provid-
ed they have already sub-
mitted valid documents
and not changed their ad-
dress, the RBI has said.
Instead, if there is no
change in KYC informa-
tion, they can submit a self-
declaration through email-
id, registered mobile num-
ber, ATMs, or any other dig-
ital channels.

Following up on Reserve
Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das stating
that banks should not insist
on branch visits for KYC
updation, the central bank
on Thursday issued guide-
lines for the same. "As per
the present guidelines, if
there is no change in KYC
information, a self-declara-

tion to that effect from the
individual customer is suf-
ficient to complete the re-
KYC process.

"The banks have been ad-
vised to provide facility of
such self-declaration to the
individual customers
through various non-face-
to-face channels such as
registered email-id, regis-
tered mobile number,
ATMs, digital channels
(such as online banking/in-
ternet banking, mobile ap-
plication), letter, etc., with-
out need for a visit to a
bank branch," it said. If
there is only a change in ad-
dress, customers can fur-
nish a revised/updated ad-
dress through any of these
channels after which, the
bank would undertake veri-
fication of the declared ad-
dress within two months.
The RBI said banks have
been mandated to keep
their records up-to-date and

relevant by undertaking pe-
riodic reviews and updates
to comply with the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA). A new KYC
process is needed if KYC
documents available in
bank records do not con-
form to the present list of
officially valid documents --
passport, driving licence,
proof of the possession of
an Aadhaar number, voter's
identity card, NREGA job
card and letter issued by
the National Population
Register.

It's also needed in cases
where the validity of the
KYC document submitted
earlier may have expired.
In such cases, banks are re-
quired to provide an ac-
knowledgment of the re-
ceipt of the KYC docu-
ments / self-declaration
submitted by the customer,
the RBI said.

No need to visit bank to update KYC

President Murmu to confer Digital
India Awards 2022 on Jan 7

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das on Friday
said the government and
the central bank are in dis-
cussion with South Asian
countries to have cross-bor-
der trade in rupee. He also
said the central bank digital
currency (CBDC) is in trial
phase and the RBI is mov-
ing very carefully and cau-
tiously on digital rupee
launch. "For UPI, we have
already entered into agree-
ments with countries in
this region, for example,
with Bhutan and other
countries like Nepal and we
are trying to provide the
UPI facility to make cross-
border payments much eas-
ier in this region. "The
other initiative is the RBI,
together with the
Government of India, have
initiated rupee settlement

of international trade. We
are already in discussion
with some of the countries
in this region and to facili-
tate rupee settlement of
cross border trade in the
South Asian region," Das
said. In his keynote address
at an IMF conference here,

the Governor also said that
the RBI has launched a pilot
project of CBDC. "It's in a
trial phase, we are moving
about it very carefully, very
cautiously because this is
something where the ap-
proach has to be very cau-
tious, very careful.

Govt, RBI in discussion with South Asian
countries for cross-border rupee trade: Das

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das with IMF Deputy Managing Director
Antoinette Sayeh at the launch of IMF's new book “South Asia’s
Path to Resilient Growth” at a high-level conference in New Delhi,
Friday, Jan. 6.

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

The rupee pared initial
gains and settled 9 paise
lower at 82.71 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Friday, tracking a rebound
in the greenback overseas
and a muted trend in do-
mestic equities. Forex
traders said risk aversion
in international markets
and sustained foreign fund
outflows weighed on in-
vestor sentiments, even as
weak crude oil prices cush-
ioned the downside.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the
rupee opened on a positive
note at 82.52 against the
greenback, but pared the
gains and fell to an intra-
day low of 82.75. The do-
mestic currency finally
settled at 82.71, down 9
paise over its previous
close of 82.62. The dollar
index, which gauges the

greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, was trading 0.37
per cent higher at 105.42.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose
0.74 per cent to USD 79.27
per barrel. According to
Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas, the Indian rupee
depreciated on Friday on
rebound in US dollar and

weak domestic bourses.
"FII outflows also weighed
on Rupee. However, weak
crude oil prices cushioned
the downside. US Dollar
gained as tight labour mar-
ket data raised odds that
the US Federal Reserve
may continue to hike inter-
est rates aggressively. The
US trade deficit also nar-
rowed significantly, fur-
ther strengthening the
Dollar," Choudhary said.
"We expect Rupee to trade
with a negative bias as
strong US Dollar and risk
aversion in global markets
may mount downside pres-
sure on Rupee. However,
weak crude oil prices may
prevent a sharp fall in the
domestic currency," he
added. The 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 452.90 points
or 0.75 per cent lower at
59,900.37, while the broader
NSE Nifty fell 132.70 points
or 0.74 per cent to 17,859.45.

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz will
launch ten new vehicles in
India in 2023 with majority
in the over Rs 1-crore price
category, which grew over
69 per cent last year, ac-
cording to a senior compa-
ny official. Mercedes-Benz
India, which posted a
record sales in 2022 at
15,822 units, had sold over
3,500 cars that are priced
above Rs 1 crore last year.
In 2021, Mercedes-Benz
India had sold 11,242 units.
Its previous best sales was
achieved in 2018 at 15,583
units. The company is look-
ing at an overall double-
digit sales growth this year,
and as part of the drive it
launched its 'AMG E53
4MATIC+ Cabriolet' model
priced at Rs 1.3 crore on
Friday.

"The biggest growth for

us in the last year has come
from the TEV (top-end ve-
hicle) segment, where we
have grown by 69 per cent,"
newly appointed Managing
Director & CEO of
Mercedes-Benz India
Santosh Iyer told PTI. The
company's top-end vehicles
include S-Class Maybach,

GLS Maybach, top-end
AMGs, S-Class and GLS
SUV, which are priced over
Rs 1 crore (ex-showroom).
Iyer, who is the first Indian
to be elevated to lead
Mercedes-Benz in the
country, said the share of
its TEV has increased to 22
per cent of the company's

total sales, up from 12 per
cent in pre-Covid year of
2018. He further said bring-
ing more products in the
TEV segment will be a part
of the company's "six pil-
lar" strategy for 2023. "The
first pillar is to think and
act like a luxury brand and
for that we will be introduc-
ing 10 desirable cars in
2023, majority of them will
be in the TEV segment," he
said. Expanding the TEV
base is a key part of the
strategy, Iyer said, adding,
"we have grown at 69 per
cent and we will be launch-
ing more products there.
We have sold more than
3,500 cars only in TEVs in
2022... that's a lot of cars in
the Rs 1-crore-plus seg-
ment". Also, he said the
company will be putting a
lot of emphasis on its on-
line store in order to en-
hance the omni channel ex-
perience for its customers.

Mercedes-Benz will launch 10 new
vehicles in India in 2023: Santosh Iyer

The launch of the new Mercedes-Benz AMG E 53 Cabriolet, at
Aerocity in New Delhi, Friday, Jan. 6.

Rupee falls 9 paise to close
at 82.71 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

Equity benchmarks
pared initial gains to end
lower on Friday, recording
their third day of decline,
amid weak trend in IT
counters. The 30-share
BSE Sensex tumbled
452.90 points or 0.75 per
cent to settle at 59,900.37.
During the day, it tanked
683.36 points or 1.13 per
cent to 59,669.91. The
broader NSE Nifty went
lower by 132.70 points or
0.74 per cent to end at
17,859.45. From the Sensex
pack, Tata Consultancy
Services, Bajaj Finserv,
IndusInd Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Bajaj Finance,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
Infosys and Tata Motors
were the major laggards.
Mahindra & Mahindra,
Reliance Industries,
Nestle, ITC and Larsen &

Toubro were the winners.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo
and Shanghai ended in the
green, while Hong Kong
settled lower. Equity ex-
changes in Europe were
trading on a mixed note in
mid-session deals. Markets
in the US had ended lower
on Thursday. "The Indian
equity markets have begun
the new year on a slightly
cautious note, in line with
the global markets, contin-
uing the trend visible in
December 2022.

Sensex falls for 3rd
day, ends below 60k

Bengaluru, Jan 06: 

In line withits mission of
“Producing Happiness for
All”, which seeks to con-
tribute towards establish-
ing a ‘future-proofed’ sus-
tainable society that is in
harmony with nature,
Toyota has been develop-
ing green and clean tech-
nologies promoting sus-
tainability across regions.

Being pioneers in electri-
fied and other green vehi-
cle technologies, the com-
pany strives to offer array
of electrified and alternate
fuel vehicles to minimize
CO2 emissions by taking
into consideration the en-
ergy generation, infra-
structure readiness and
consumer adoption of each
country/region. Further,
globally Toyota is commit-
ted to Carbon Neutrality by
2050, and aims to achieve

Net Carbon Zero in
Manufacturing Operations
by 2035. Fuel cell electric
vehicles (FCEVs) are pow-
ered by hydrogen which
produce no tailpipe emis-
sions, being the cleanest
fuel. Green hydrogen is-
generated from renewable
energy sources and can
provide storage require-
ments for solar and wind
energy which is critical for
their rapid take off at a
greater scale.

Towards this direction,
Toyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) today announced
the supply of its Fuel Cell
Module (one unit) to Ashok
Leylandto build fuel-cell
commercial vehiclein
India for proto examina-
tion and feasibility study
purpose. Commenting on
this clean mobility initia-
tive, Mr. Sudeep S. Dalvi,
Senior Vice President and

Chief Communication
Officer ofToyota Kirloskar
Motor, said “We are ex-
tremely happy to supply
Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Moduleto Ashok Leyland
for building Fuel Cell
Commercial Vehicle for
proto examination and fea-
sibility study purpose.
Reducing tailpipe emis-
sions and carbon footprint
has always been extremely
important for us at Toyota
and we are also committed
to contribute towards the
national target of energy
self-reliance. Globally, the
energy industry is working
on the technological inno-
vations of carbon-neutral
fuels such as hydrogen and
biofuels.Through this ini-
tiative, we hope to promote
wider use of hydrogen as a
fuel which can help to cre-
ate a hydrogen society in
harmony with nature.”

TKM supplies Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Module fora Proto Examination

Mumbai, Jan 06: 

Plan for new begin-
nings and discover prod-
ucts that help revamp
your home with ‘Home
Shopping Spree’ on
Amazon.in. Customers
can organize their home
with winter essentials,
lead a healthier lifestyle,
kick-start their fitness
journey, invest in right
home improvement prod-
ucts and save more while
doing it.

They can avail a host of
exciting offers and up to
70% off on winter essen-
tials including home &
kitchen appliances from
brands such as Bajaj,
Havells, Dyson,
Electrolux, Orient
Electric, Crompton,
Milton, Philips, Eureka
Forbes, Usha, Livpure,
Sleepy Cat, and much

more on 7th and 8th
January 2023. During the
‘Home Shopping Spree’
on Amazon.in, cus-
tomers can get a 10% in-
stant bank discount on
HDFC Debit card, credit
card and CC EMI as well
as a 10% cashback up to
INR 150 on purchase of
INR 1500 & above.
Additionally, this year,
take a step towards a
healthier lifestyle and en-
hance your fitness jour-
ney by making the most
on ‘Get Fit Days’ on
Amazon.in. Customer
can get up to 70% off and
shop from top brands in-
cluding PUMA, beatXP,
Optimum Nutrition, vi-
fitkit, Adidas, boat, noise
and much more from the
specially curated store
which will be live from
1st to 8th January 2023 on
Amazon.in.

New Year ‘Home Shopping
Spree’ on Amazon.in

New Delhi, Jan 06: 

Czech automaker KODA
is looking for accelerated
growth in the Indian mar-
ket, which has become one
of its top three global mar-
kets in 2022, with plans to
bring in electric vehicles
and will consider local
production in the future, a
senior company official
said on Friday. KODA
AUTO India, which sold
57,721 units in 2022, an
over two-fold increase
from 23,858 units in 2021, is
looking at a double-digit
growth in India this year.
The company plans to
bring the Enyaq iV,
KODA's first electric SUV,
in the next fiscal as a com-
pletely built unit, KODA
AUTO India Brand
Director Petr olc told re-
porters in a virtual inter-

action. He, however, did
not elaborate on the exact
time saying it was about
meeting Indian regula-
tions and the tests are on-
going.

For 2023, olc said the
company will build a path
towards accelerating
growth with more product
actions, while ensuring
that its INDIA 2.0 products
such as the SUV Kushaq
and sedan Slavia are well
established besides grow-
ing network reach. The
Kushaq, launched in July
2021, and the Slavia
launched in March 2022,
have been the key drivers
of the company's growth.
These have been devel-
oped in India for the world
as part of the INDIA 2.0
project of the Volkswagen
group, of which the com-
pany is a part.

India among top 3 global
markets, looking for 

accelerated growth: KODA

ACROSS

1. Plant stalks

6. Flat bread

10. Mountain gap

14. Baseball great Hank ____

15. Urgent abbr.

16. Margarine

17. Florida metropolis

18. Woodworker

20. Raised railways

21. Appeal

23. Unspecified person

24. Summer shirt

25. Deck member

27. Guaranteed

31. Tell again

36. Yard covering

37. Like a king

39. First garden

40. Ran, as colors

41. Average

42. Litter's littlest

43. Client

44. Astronomer Carl ____

46. Different

47. Bullfighter

49. Breakfast appliance

51. Opening bet

53. Pistons' league (abbr.)

54. Yacht spot

58. Favorable votes

60. Corporate VIP

63. Functional

65. Patriot ____ Allen

67. Summit

68. ____ code

69. Library no-no

70. Messes up

71. Soft belt

72. Stage awards

DOWN

1. Identical

2. Peacock's pride

3. Significant times

4. Dad's mate

5. Hidden gunman

6. Horse's gait

7. Author ____ Asimov

8. Asphalt

9. Attire

10. Small horse

11. Choir singer

12. Spotted

13. Sensitive

19. Make ____ meet

22. Malicious look

24. Frozen wasteland

26. Biblical mountain

27. Scrapbook
28. Mexican sauce
29. Like honey
30. Leave
32. Mother ____
33. Mature
34. Keyed up
35. Computer key
38. Silence
44. Musical works
45. Zero
48. ____ Carvey of SNL
50. Missing
52. Roof edges
54. Pout
55. Copier
56. Raise
57. Irritates
59. Informal assent
60. Goatee locale
61. Not hard
62. Dollar bills
64. Retiree's acct.
66. Moreover
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B
ollywood actor Arjun
Kapoor expressed his
gratitude towards

contestants Rishi Singh
and Bidipta Chakraborty
for making him relive the
memories of his film '2
States' through their per-
formance.

On the singing reality
show, 'Indian Idol 13', Rishi
along with Bidipta
Chakraborty performed on
the track 'Mast Magan',
originally sung by Arijit
Singh for the 2014 film '2
States'.

After looking at their per-
formance, Arjun, who
acted in the film opposite
Alia Bhatt, praised Rishi
and Bidipta for singing the
duet that took him down
memory lane and he re-
called his shooting days.

He shared: "I finally saw
your face Rishi, you sang
the entire song facing her! I
could sense another vibe
and emotion while you
were performing. I feel both
of you did justice to this
song and thank you for
making me relive ' 2 States'
again."

Arjun Kapoor, Tabu,
Aasmaan Bhardwaj, Rekha
Bhardwaj and Vishal
Bhardwaj are coming on
the sets of the singing reali-
ty show to promote their
film 'Kuttey'. Vishal
Dadlani, Neha Kakkar, and
Himesh Reshammiya are
seen as judges on 'Indian
Idol 13'. It airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Arjun Kapoor
grateful to 

‘Indian Idol 13’
contestants for

making him
relive ‘2 States’ T

his weekend at 8:00
PM, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s singing reali-
ty show, ‘Indian Idol –
Season 13’ will be welcom-
ing the cast of the upcom-
ing black comedy thriller
film 'Kuttey' - Arjun
Kapoor, Tabu, Aasmaan
Bhardwaj, Rekha
Bhardwaj and Vishal
Bhardwaj for one episode
and, the other episode
will be 'Celebrating
Zeenat Aman and
Poonam Dhillon' in the
presence of the evergreen
Bollywood veterans. The
weekend episodes will
surely make the ‘mausam
musicana,’ as the Top 10
contestants are ready to
bring out their best
singing talents forward!

Getting into the
episodes, everyone’s
favourite will be Arjun
Kapoor who will be seen
grooving with contestant
Shivam and the gorgeous
Tabu on the stage. Adding
to it Tabu will be seen
beatboxing on "Payali

Chunmun Chunmun"
from her own 1982 film
'Virasat'. Bringing smiles
to everyone's face, Vishal
Dadlani will be seen
singing the title song of
the film 'Kuttey'. Not only
this but contestant Vineet
Singh will romanti-fy the
atmosphere and will be

seen proposing to Tabu on
the show.

Wait, there is more! The
Bollywood divas, Zeenat
Aman and Poonam
Dhillon will be seen enjoy-
ing the talent of our top 10
contestants and also re-
veal that they share the
same birthdays on the

show. Adding to this,
Poonam Dhillon will be
seen recreating the iconic
song 'Dum Maro Dum'
from the film 'Hare Rama
Hare Krishna', which was
picturised originally on
her co-guest, Zeenat
Aman. Zeenat Aman will
also reciprocate the trib-

ute by performing the
song 'Tu, Tu Hai Wahi'
from the movie 'Ye Vaada
Raha' that had Poonam
Dhillon in the lead. The
top 10 contestants will be
seen honouring Poonam
Dhillon and Zeenat Aman
by delivering jaw-drop-
ping performances from
their blockbuster films.
Not only this but Zeenat
Aman will be seen setting
the stage on fire by danc-
ing to the song 'Hum Dono
Do Premi' with contestant
Shivam Singh. Soaring
the temperature on set
will be Bidipta
Chakroborty who will be
seen recreating an iconic
train scene of Kareena
Kapoor from the film 'Jab
We Met' as she is her huge
fan. This weekend will be
also more interesting as
viewers will witness an
elimination round, Be
sure to tune in to Indian
Idol Season 13, this
Saturday and Sunday at 8
PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

‘Indian Idol – Season 13’ to 
celebrate veteran heroines

Ajay Devgn’s
‘Bholaa’ wrapped

up, movie to release
on March 30

The shooting for actor-film-
maker Ajay Devgn's upcoming
film 'Bholaa' has wrapped up
and it is slated to release on
March 30 this year.

The makers of the Ajay and
Tabu-starrer on Thursday took
to Instagram and announced
that the shooting of the film has
been finished and it is currently
in post-production.

"Shooting has wrapped; the
post-production frenzy has al-
ready begun. Remember, we
have a date- March 30th in the
theatres,'' Ajay Devgn Fiilms
posted on its official Instagram
page.

The film is produced by Ajay
Devgn Fiilms, T-Series Films,
Reliance Entertainment and
Dream Warrior Pictures.

"Bholaa" is directed by
Lokesh Kanagaraj.

It reportedly tells the story of
an ex-convict who decides to
meet his daughter for the first
time after being released from
prison and gets trapped in seri-
ous situations.

I
ndia’s leading media
conglomerate Zee
Studios has revealed a

massive 2023 slate of 28 ti-
tles across languages, fea-
turing some of the best-
known names in their re-
spective industries. The
line-up includes 26 films
for theatrical release, a di-
rect-to-digital film and a
streaming series, which
are Zee Studios produc-
tions, coproductions or ac-
quisitions.

Mega releases include
H. Vinoth’s Tamil-lan-
guage heist thriller
“Thunivu,” starring
megastar Ajith Kumar
that is due for January
2023 release during the
Pongal festival frame;
Amit Sharma’s long-await-
ed Hindi-language soccer
epic “Maidaan,” starring
Ajay Devgn, due in
February; Farhad Samji’s
Hindi-language action-
comedy “Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi
Ki Jaan,” starring super-
star Salman Khan, due in
April during the Eid festi-
val frame; and “Gadar 2,”
a sequel to Anil Sharma’s
2001 blockbuster “Gadar,”
starring Sunny Deol.

The titles, which in-
clude 26 films for theatri-
cal release, a direct-to-digi-
tal film and a streaming se-
ries, are Zee Studios pro-
ductions, coproductions or
acquisitions.

Big ticket films include
H. Vinoth’s Tamil-lan-
guage heist thriller
“Thunivu,” starring
megastar Ajith Kumar
that is due a Jan. 2023 re-
lease during the Pongal

festival frame; Amit
Sharma’s long-awaited
Hindi-language soccer
epic “Maidaan,” starring
Ajay Devgn, due in
February; Farhad Samji’s
Hindi-language action-
comedy “Kisi Ka Bhai Kisi
Ki Jaan,” starring super-
star Salman Khan, due in
April during the Eid festi-
val frame; and “Gadar 2,”
a sequel to Anil Sharma’s
2001 blockbuster “Gadar,”
starring Sunny Deol. Deol
also stars alongside fellow
veterans Sanjay Dutt,

Mithun Chakraborty and
Jackie Shroff in Vivek
Chauhan’s “Baap.” Other
Hindi-language highlights
include Rani Mukerji in
Ashima Chibber’s “Mrs.
Chatterjee v/s Norway”;
Richa Chaddha in
Abhishek Acharya’s
“Covid Stories”; Yami
Gautam in Aniruddha
Roy Chowdhury’s stream-
ing-bound “Lost”; and
Rahul Bose, Ishwak Singh
and Aparshakti Khurana
in Atul Sabharwal’s
“Berlin.”

Zee Studios releases a 
powerpacked line up of 28 titles

T
V actress Reena
Kapoor, who is cur-
rently seen in the

show 'Aashao Ka Savera...
Dheere Dheere Se', shares
her interest in gardening
and how much she is fond
of nature.

The actress also says
that she loves pets and
wants to keep them at
home but because of her
busy shooting schedule
she can't keep them at
home.

She says: "I adore na-
ture's beauty and enjoy ad-
miring it. Gardening, in-
cluding growing flowers
and feeding birds, is my
favourite pastime. My bal-
cony is a flower garden
with a variety of vibrant
plants. I have a bird nest

on my balcony where the
birds come to eat, and I
love the sound of their
chirping." The actress has
been part of TV shows
such as 'Shakti - Astitva Ke
Ehsaas Ki', 'Vishnu Puran',
'Jai Ganga Maiya', and
many more. Apart from
gardening, Reena also
loves pets as she mentions:
"I also enjoy pets and am
obsessed with them, but I
can't have them at my
house since I go on shoots
all the time. However, my
husband has an animal
farm at his place. I occa-
sionally go to the farm and
spend time wandering
around nature". 'Aashao
Ka Savera…Dheere
Dheere Se' airs on Star
Bharat.

Reena Kapoor gets candid about her
interest in gardening, love for pets

S
ocial responsibility
towards society has
been a priority for

several celebrities in
Bollywood. Raveena
Tandon is one of the
celebrities in Bollywood
who is known for her
philanthropic work.

Raveena Tandon's
movies have enthralled
the audience for sure, but
her other works of help-
ing those in need have
also helped her in gain-
ing many fans over the
years. She has been a
part of several charitable
events and has regularly
helped several NGO’s.
Raveena Tandon has also
promoted several
fundraisers on her social
media. Recently, Wildlife
enthusiast Raveena
Tandon inspires Kanpur
Zoo to name a cub after
her.

Raveena Tandon
inspires Kanpur Zoo to
name a cub after her

'Bigg Boss OTT' fame
and social media

sensation Urfi Javed has
slammed filmmaker
Sajid Khan for instigat-
ing Mc Stan to raise his
hand on Archana
Gautam in the recent
episode of 'Bigg Boss 16'.

Urfi took to Instagram
Story, where she also
mentioned that Sajid
came to the show to clear
his image after being ac-
cused of sexual harass-
ment. She wrote: "Sajid
Khan thought coming to
Bigg Boss will clear is
image, but dayuum he
showed his true colors.
He is actually encourag-
ing a fellow contestant to
go hit a female contest-
ant. His personality
stinks."For the un-
versed, Archana and

Stan got into an ugly
spat over duties in the
house. Archana had ac-
cused the rapper for not
cleaning the house. This
took an unsavoury turn
and a war of words took
place. Stan then wanted
to exit the show and
Sajid told him to slap
Archana and then leave
the show.

Urfi slams Sajid Khan for instigating
Mc Stan to hit Archana Gautam
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Karachi, Jan 06:

An epic fourth-innings
century to cap off a dream
comeback series. The set
batter getting severe
cramps, and also running
out of partners. Artificial
light taking over. A late
wicket just after the sec-
ond new ball. Eight down.
Nervous expressions in
the crowd. The light meter
in business. Only spinners
allowed to bowl. A good
low catch at a crucial mo-
ment. Nine down. The um-
pire asking the last two
batters to hurry up. In the
end, it was all for nothing,
as a thrilling Test ended in
a draw with New Zealand
one wicket away, and
Pakistan 15 short of their
target of 319.

Sarfaraz Ahmed hit a
career-best 118, Michael
Bracewell grabbed four
wickets, and the Pakistan
lower order came to their
rescue in a nail-biting fin-
ish in Karachi. The series
ended 0-0, as Naseem Shah
and Abrar Ahmed saw off
the last 21 balls of the final
evening to leave New
Zealand wondering.

The match kept turning
and twisting in the final
two sessions of the fifth
day. Pakistan were 80 for 5
at one stage, with momen-
tum in New Zealand's
favour; just then, Sarfaraz
and Saud Shakeel blunted
them with a 123-run stand.
And when Pakistan
seemed to have taken one
step towards the win,

Bracewell got Shakeel. He
was the sixth wicket to fall
with the score on 203. That
is when Sarfaraz and
Agha Salman added 70 to
drag their side back, only

for it to end with an
across-the-line hoick off
Matt Henry.

Sarfaraz lost Salman
and Hasan Ali and even-
tually himself as well as

the pendulum kept swing-
ing. Bad light won the bat-
tle in the end, with three
overs still left officially;
this, after play had al-
ready extended almost
until 6pm local time.

Adjudged Player of the
Match, and also Player of
the Series for 335 runs at
83.75, Sarfaraz was play-
ing his first Tests in
Pakistan. Imagine that.
At the age of 35. Making a
comeback into the side
after nearly four years in
the wilderness. And al-
most leading them to one
of their most famous
wins ever, at the city of
his birth. The fairytale
wasn't to be - he turned
one into leg slip's hands
off Bracewell, and be-
came the ninth wicket to
fall - but he has done his
reputation no harm.
Sarfaraz remains one of
Pakistan's great fighters.

New Zealand pressed
hard for victory. And at
the end of the 86th over,
they were the only team
that could win, because at
that point the umpires
went up to Southee and
said he couldn't bowl his
fast bowlers anymore.
The light wasn't good
enough for that. He re-
sorted to spin, but if he
thought Pakistan were
getting too close to the
target, he could have
brought back his quicks,
at which point the um-
pires would've been
forced to stop the game
and call it a draw.

Sarfaraz ton not enough as bad
light has final say in Karachi thriller

Pakistan's Sarfaraz Ahmed celebrates after scoring a century.

Sydney, Jan 06 (AP):

Inclement weather
threatens to derail
Australia's bid of a series
clean sweep against
South Africa and a con-
firmed place in the world
test championship final
as the third and final test
against South Africa at
Sydney Cricket Ground
appears destined for a
draw.

After rain and bad light
delays across he first two
days, consistent, and at
times heavy, rain meant
no play was possible at all
on Friday. It left Australia
unable to add to its impos-
ing first-innings score of
475-4 and Usman Khawaja
stranded on his overnight
score of 195 and tantaliz-
ingly close to his first dou-
ble century.

Australia now has the
dilemma of deciding how
many runs it needs and
then how much time it
needs to bowl out South
Africa twice to win in the
two remaining days on a
pitch not yet offering the
expected assistance for
the spinners.

Consistent rain swept
through the Sydney area
from early Friday morn-
ing and the gaps in the
rainfall where not suffi-
cient for ground staff to
prepare the field and the
match to resume. Shortly
after the scheduled tea
break, umpires aban-
doned the day's play.

The forecast appears

more favorable for the
final two days of the test,
although some light
showers are forecast for
Saturday.

Australia has already
won the series after two
crushing defeats in the
first two tests at Brisbane
and Melbourne.

A win for Australia in
this third test would con-
firm its place in the world
test championship final
to be played at Lord's in
England in June this year.

On Thursday, Khawaja
scored his third straight
SCG ton and passed his
previous highest test
score of 174 against New
Zealand at Brisbane in
2015 and shared a 209-run
partnership with Steve
Smith to lift Australia to
475-4 when rain stopped

play for the day.
Khawaja was given a

life on 119 when he of-
fered a sharp shin-height
chance which Anrich
Nortje missed at gully
after losing sight of the
ball.

Smith made 104 to join
former Australia opening
batter Matt Hayden on 30
test centuries. Only Ricky
Ponting (41) and Steve
Waugh (32) have more
among Australian men's
test players.

Smith also passed
Hayden (8,625 runs) and
Michael Clarke (8,643) for
career runs and is now
the fourth-highest
Australian test run scorer
with 8,647 runs, behind
Ponting (13,378), Allan
Border (11,174) and
Waugh (10,927).

Rain dampens Australia’s
hopes of series sweep

Ground staff try to remove water from the covers over the pitch
as officials stand nearby during a rain delay on day three of the
third cricket Test match between Australia and South Africa at
the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG) in Sydney on January 6.

Indore, Jan 06 (PTI):

Avesh Khan produced another
stellar performance with a
five-wicket haul to bowl
defending champions Madhya
Pradesh to a 205-run win over
Vidarbha on the fourth and
final day of their Group D
match here on Friday.
Chasing 407 for victory,
Vidarbha resumed at 13 for 1
with their hopes of pulling off
an unlikely win resting on the
shoulders of skipper Faiz
Fazal. Fazal, who has played
one ODI for the country, bat-
tled it out against the MP
bowling line-up led by the
speedy Avesh. He made 65
(193 balls, 8 fours) but it was
not enough to prevent
Vidarbha from going down.
Avesh, who had picked up
seven wickets in Vidarbha's
first innings, dismissed
Nachiket Bhute (12) for his
first wicket of the day. Later,
he sent back Atharva Taide
(1). Puneet Datey struck a
huge blow for the home team
by trapping the reliable
Ganesh Sathish for 5 to leave
the opposition at 61 for 4.
Fazal found a steady partner in
Akshay Wadkar (38) and the
two kept the MP attack at bay
for some 24 overs. Gaurav
Yadav (4/61) broke through by
having Wadkar caught by
Rajat Patidar. Fazal's defiant
innings ended with the score
on 162 when Yadav had him
caught by Patidar. Thereafter
the MP kept at it by removing
the other batters quickly
despite Lalit Yadav's 23 in
which he hit four boundaries.
Avesh removed Lalit Yadav to
a catch by 'keeper Himanshu
Mantri to end the Vidarbha
resistance and secure six
points for the team.

Avesh Khan stars
in MP’s big win
over Vidarbha

Rajkot, Jan 06 (PTI):

The young pace bowling
unit will look to pick up
pieces from the hammer-
ing of previous night even
as the Indian top-order
itches to put in a meaning-
ful performance against
Sri Lanka in the decider of
the three-match T20I se-
ries here on Saturday.

After eking out a nar-
row last-ball win in the
opener, India fell short by
16-run defeat as Sri Lanka
levelled the three-match
series 1-1.

The inconsistency of a
young attack was one of
the reasons for the defeat
but going forward Umran
Malik and Shivam Mavi
will know that it was great
learning experience for
them.

They erred in their lines
and didn't always bowl the
fuller length, making the
Sri Lankan batters job
easy to guide the pace of
the short pitched stuff.

The Indian bowling unit
bled runs with left-arm
pacer Arshdeep Singh,
who returned to the play-
ing XI after a spell of in-
juries, bowling as many as
five no balls in his two
overs.

He stepped over the line
three times on the trot in
his first over, making him
the first India bowler to
bowl hat-trick of no-balls
in T20I.

Mavi, who made a sensa-
tional T20I debut in the
opening game and
Arshdeep Singh added to
the no ball count as they
too missed the trick with
skipper Hardik Pandya,
who had to rely on his
spinners, lamenting that
the team needs to get its
basics right.

But the youngsters in
the team are expected
more chances as they gath-
er valuable experience.

"The young kids will

have games like this at
times, and I think we all
need to be patient with
them, (but) we need to be
understanding that games
like this can't happen,"
head coach Rahul Dravid
said. "I think as they're
learning, it's tough. It's not
easy learning in interna-
tional cricket. You have to
learn on the job. I think
we're going to have to have
a little bit of patience with
these guys," he added.

On the batting front, the
top order, once again,
failed to provide a solid
start. Shubman Gill suc-
cumbed to his second suc-
cessive failure in the se-
ries and would be eager to

capitalise on the opportu-
nities in hand like Rahul
Tripathi, who too perished
cheaply in his debut game.

It was the second in-
stance of the top-order col-
lapse in the series.

But despite half the
team returning to the
dugout under 60 runs, it
was heartening to see
India still go for chase as
Axar Patel and
Suryakumar Yadav almost
pulled off the impossible.

In Axar, India have
found a reliable like for
like replacement of
Ravindra Jadeja.

The team is expected to
give its core more games to
form lethal combinations
as the team prepares for
life beyond Virat Kohli
and Rohit Sharma in the
shortest format of the
game.

India is unlikely to
make any changes for the
series decider with head
coach Dravid asserting
"we are not going to be
chopping and changing
people too much."

As expected, Sri Lanka
have given a solid fight to
the hosts. The reigning
Asia Cup champions came
back strongly to level the
series.

Pacers, top order in focus as
India look to win T20 series

Hardik Pandya takes part in a practice session.

Stockholm, Jan 06 (PTI):

M Pranesh clinched the
title in the Rilton Cup, the
first tournament of the
FIDE Circuit, here to be-
come India's 79th chess
Grandmaster.

The 16-year-old Pranesh
crossed the 2500-rating
threshold and became a
GM, having completed his
three norms before the
Rilton Cup.

To become a GM, a play-
er has to secure three GM
norms and cross the live
rating of 2,500 Elo points.

Seeded 22nd, the Indian
made a clean sweep of the
field in Stockholm, win-
ning eight games and fin-
ishing a full point ahead of
IM Kaan Kucuksari
(Sweden) and GM Nikita
Meshkovs (Latvia) as the
tournament concluded
late on Thursday.

He topped the standings
with eight points.

Tamil Nadu player
Pranesh topped the charts
in the tournament, which
brought together 136 play-
ers representing 29 nation-
al federations. Compatriot
R Raja Rithvik, a GM, fin-
ished eighth with six
points.

Pranesh is now the early
leader of the FIDE Circuit
with 6.8 circuit points that
he gets for this victory. The

one who accumulates the
most points by the end of
the year qualifies for the
2024 FIDE Candidates.

He is trained by
renowned coach RB
Ramesh, who said,
"Pranesh is a very practi-
cal player. Hard working,
raw talent... his openings
are not that good but his
middle-game and end-
game skills are quite
good."

The All India Chess
Federation congratulated
Pranesh and said on its
Twitter page:
"Congratulations to
Pranesh M for winning
the Rilton Cup at
Stockholm, the first tour-
nament of the FIDE
Circuit and also becoming
the 79th Grandmaster of
the country!"

N i n e t e e n - y e a r - o l d
Koustav Chatterjee had re-
cently become the coun-
try's 78th Grandmaster
during the National
Senior Chess
Championship.

Pranesh becomes India’s
79th chess Grandmaster

Pune, Jan 06 (PTI):

Head coach Rahul
Dravid is happy with the
way the Indian spin-bowl-
ing all-rounder's depart-
ment is shaping up, say-
ing "our stocks are pretty
good at the moment."

Dravid also indicated
that Ravindra Jadeja
could be in the mix very
soon, which will put the
India in happy space vis-
a-vis the spin all-
rounder's department.

"I think in our spin
bowling all-rounder's slot
our stocks are pretty good
at the moment," Dravid
said at the post-match
press conference after
India's 16-run loss in the
second T20I against Sri
Lanka here on Thursday.

"Shahbaz (Ahmed) was
also part of the squad and
considering that
Washington (Sundar) is
there and then Jadeja as
well so we are happy with
that," he added.

With Axar Patel playing
his role to perfection on
Thursday, taking two
wickets in an economical
spell and also scoring a
swashbuckling 65 off just
31 deliveries, the coach
said it had given him

quite a few options in that
area.

"I think in T20 cricket,
whenever he has got the
opportunity, he's done re-
ally well so, that's really a
good sign for us, people
like him, people like
Washi not getting a game,
he's batting really well
and obviously Jadeja com-
ing back (soon) as well
gives us nice little (op-
tions) in that spin-bowl-
ing all-rounder area."

With Axar trading more
in sixes than fours, Dravid
also commended the all-
rounder's batting. Axar
smashed six maximums
and three boundaries and
scored at a strike rate of
nearly 210 to keep India in
the game till the time he
was at the crease.

Our stocks are now pretty
good in spin all-rounder’s

department: Dravid

Bengaluru, Jan 06 (PTI):

Medium-pacer Vijaykumar
Vyshak came up with his
maiden five-wicket haul in
first-class cricket to set up
Karnataka's seven-wicket win
over Chhattisgarh in a Ranji
Trophy Group C match here on
Friday. Resuming day four on
35 for 2 and with a lot of work
to do to save the match,
Chhattisgarh were rocked by
Vyshak's superb effort. He
struck the first blow of the day
by removing the first innings
centurion Ashutosh Singh for
18. Only Amandeep Khare (50)
and Mayank Verma (46) pro-
vided resistance as the other
batters did not stay long
enough at the crease. Skipper
Harpreet Singh Bhatia, the key
in the Chhattisgarh batting
line-up was bowled by K
Gowtham (2/41) as the visit-
ing team faltered. Vyshak

struck a crucial blow by bowl-
ing Khare. Later, he removed
Shashank Singh, Ajay Mandal
and Sourabh Majumdar to fin-
ish with 5 for 59. Requiring 123
runs for a victory, Karnataka
lost openers- captain Mayank
Agarwal (14) and R Samarth
(24). Highly-rated S J Nikin
Jose followed up his first
innings effort of 67 with a well-
crafted 44 (59 balls, 1 four, 2
sixes) to see the team home. In
another match in
Thiruvananthapuram, Goa
upset Kerala by seven wickets
thanks to an impressive bowl-
ing performance, especially off-
spinner Mohit Redkar, who fin-
ished with 6 for 73 in the sec-
ond innings. Kerala was bun-
dled out for 200 in the second
innings, leaving Goa 155 for a
win. Ishan Gadekar (67 not out)
and Siddhesh Lad (33 not out)
saw Goa home with a 68-run
fourth-wicket partnership.

Karnataka beat Chhattisgarh
by seven wickets

London, Jan 06 (AP):

Manchester City
trimmed the gap to Premier
League leader Arsenal to
five points by beating
Chelsea 1-0 after a double
substitution by Pep
Guardiola paid off immedi-
ately at Stamford Bridge.

Riyad Mahrez and Jack
Grealish entered in the 60th
minute and combined for
the only goal three minutes
later, with Mahrez tapping
in from close range after a
perfectly weighted cross by
his fellow winger.

City only came to life in
the second half after a curi-
ously passive display before
halftime, perhaps brought
on by a confusing team se-
lection by Guardiola that
saw a number of players de-
ployed in unusual roles.

Known for his overthink-
ing at times, Guardiola ac-
cepted after the game he got
it wrong. That's why he
took off two full backs Joao
Cancelo and Kyle Walker at
halftime and restored Rodri
to center midfield, with the
Spaniard having also been
in a hybrid role covering
central defense, too.

Suddenly, City was all
over Chelsea and creating
chances, even if top scorer
Erling Haaland was largely
kept quiet and Kevin De
Bruyne shone only fleeting-
ly.

"In the second half, it was
miles better in all depart-
ments," said Guardiola,
who reserved special praise
for halftime sub, the 18-
year-old Rico Lewis, be-
cause he "changed the
game."

Man City beats Chelsea 1-0,
trims gap to Arsenal to 5 points

Manchester City's Norwegian
striker Erling Haaland 

celebrates at the final whistle
during the English Premier

League football match
between Chelsea and

Manchester City at Stamford
Bridge in London.

Adelaide, Jan 06 (AP):

Daniil Medvedev is into
the semifinals of the
Adelaide International
and a possible matchup
with top-seeded Novak
Djokovic.

Djokovic was scheduled
to play later on Friday in
his quarterfinal against
Denis Shapovalov.

The runner-up last year
to Rafael Nadal in the
Australian Open,
Medvedev defeated fellow
Russian Karen Khachanov
6-3, 6-3 on Friday. The com-
bined ATP-WTA event is a
warmup for this year's
Australian Open, where
Medvedev will again be a
factor.

Djokovic did not play
the Australian Open last
year after being barred
from the country because
he was not vaccinated
against COVID-19.

"It's never easy to play
your compatriot,"
Medvedev said. "I'm happy
that I managed to really
raise my level, especially
in the end of both sets, and
really happy to be through
to the semis."

Medvedev is the 2021
U.S. Open champion, but
has lost twice in the finals
in Australia and in 2021 it
was against Djokovic.

"For sure I played well
last year and I'm playing
well right now," Medvedev
said, "To be honest, that's
all that matters. In order to
win a slam, or be in the
final, you have to be at
your best for seven match-
es." "I managed to do it
once and I was really close
last year," he added. "And
that's what I'm going to try
to do again in a few weeks
in Melbourne."

In other quarterfinals
on Friday, American
Sebastian Korda defeated
sixth-seeded Jannik
Sinner 7-5, 6-1, and
Yoshihito Nishioka of
Japan beat Alexei Popyrin
of Australia. Korda will
face Nishioka in the semi-
finals.

Medvedev advances at Adelaide
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Devotees on the way to Gangasagar Mela arrive at transit camp, Outram Ghat, in Kolkata, Friday.

GANGASAGAR MELA

Students prepare for annual Chitra Santhe (Art Fair) at Chitrakala Parishath, in Bengaluru, Friday.

ART FAIR

mNew Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court on
Friday refused to entertain a
petition filed by a woman
seeking directions to the
Pakistani government to pro-
duce her daughter and
grandson here from the cus-
tody of its authorities.

The petitioner, represent-
ed through a lawyer, claimed
that her daughter and grand-
son were abducted from their
native place in Assam and
subsequently detained by the
Pakistan Army while illegally
crossing over from
Afghanistan to Pakistan with-
out any valid travel docu-
ments.

A bench headed by Justice
Siddharth Mridul observed
that the court has no authori-
ty over the authorities in the
neighbouring country and the
plea was also not maintain-
able before it as no part of
the cause of action arose

within its jurisdiction. The pe-
titioner's counsel said the
plea was filed here as the
central government functions
out of Delhi and the Pakistani
embassy is also located in the
national capital.

"How can this court direct
the authorities in Pakistan to
produce your daughter?...
You must understand
these are not foreign na-
tionals (but foreign au-
thorities). You are claim-
ing relief against the au-
thorities in Pakistan. Do
we have any territorial ju-
risdiction into Pakistan?"
the bench, also compris-
ing Justice Talwant Singh,
asked the petitioner's
counsel.

It dismissed the petition
and granted liberty to the
petitioner to initiate ap-
propriate proceedings in
accordance with law. "We
decline to exercise juris-
diction in the present writ

petition and dismiss the
same while reserving liber-
ty to the petitioner to initi-
ate an appropriate proceed-
ing in accordance with law
before the Gauhati High
Court, which admittedly
has territorial jurisdiction
over the subject matter,"
the court said.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Delhi High
Court Friday refused
to entertain a peti-
tion by former
Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) officer
Sameer Dyandev
Wankhede seeking
protection from

search, seizure or arrest
on allegations of amass-
ing assets disproportion-
ate to his known sources of
income.

The high court said it
was not convinced on the
point of territorial juris-
diction to adjudicate the
matter and Wankhede, a
2008 batch Indian
Revenue Service officer,
has not placed any docu-

ment on record on the
basis of which he has
filed the petition.

"A perusal of the peti-
tion shows that the inti-
mation/ communica-
tion/reference alleged to
have been made by re-
spondent no. 6 to the CBI
in relation to the petition-
er (Wankhede) which he
seeks to impugn is not on
record. Counsel for the
petitioner submits that
the petitioner does not
have a copy of such com-
munication.

"Absent such commu-
nication, the petition is
bereft of the very founda-
tion on which it is sought
to be premised.
Furthermore, absent
such communication, the

territorial jurisdiction of
this court to entertain the
petition is in doubt,"
Justice Anup Jairam
Bhambhani said.

After advancing some
arguments, Wankhede's
counsel sought to with-
draw the plea with the lib-
erty to file afresh for the
same cause of action be-
fore a court of competent
jurisdiction once there is
tangible material on
which such a petition is
founded, the high court
said, while allowing him
to withdraw it.

Wankhede's counsel
submitted he has oral in-
formation that some pro-
ceedings have been initi-
ated against him after an
NCB official allegedly

claimed before the CBI
that he was acquiring dis-
proportionate assets.

He claimed the proper-
ties were acquired by
Wankhede before he
joined the Indian Revenue
Service and, therefore, no
case under the Prevention
of Corruption Act could
be made out.

The counsel said the of-
ficer has no issues in fac-
ing an inquiry but he

should not be subjected to
search, seizure or arrest,
and should be given notice
before any action is taken.

The court said it cannot
quash something which is
not before it and added
that the officer's claims
were purely hypothetical.

"I cannot act preemp-
tively. I am afraid I cannot
help you. This petition, as
of now, is incomplete," the
judge said.

Bareilly-based entity
wants EC registration
as ‘Bharat Jodo Party’

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

A group of people based
in Bareilly have issued a
public notice seeking regis-
tration as a political party
with the name 'Bharat
Jodo Party'. Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi has
been on a foot-march
across states as part of his
'Bharat Jodo Yatra' and is
currently in Haryana. As
per the notice, published in
two newspapers last
month, the group's presi-
dent and the vice president
are Nasir Ali and Jinat
Begum.

The mandatory public
notice is part of an elabo-
rate exercise parties have
to undertake before they
are registered by the

Election Commission. The
notice says that the party
has submitted an applica-
tion before the EC for regis-
tration as a "political
party" under the
Representation of the
People Act. The notice was
put on the EC website on
Friday.

Once a party applies for
registration, the political
party division of EC scruti-
nises the documents and
asks it to publish a notice
in newspapers for people to
know and file objections, if
any. If there are objections
with merit, the party of-
fice-bearers are asked to re-
spond. Otherwise, the EC
calls them for a personal
hearing before granting
registration to the party.

RPF arrests over 5,000 people
for travelling in train coaches

reserved for women
New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

More than 5,100 people
were arrested for travelling
in or entering train coaches
reserved for women and
over 6,300 for occupying or
entering coaches reserved
for differently-abled people
during a drive in December,
the railway ministry said
on Friday.

The Railway Protection
Force (RPF), which is en-
trusted with the security of
railway properties, passen-
gers, passenger areas and
issues related therewith,
launched a month-long
pan-India drive with a
focus on action against the
menace of unauthorised
entry into coaches re-
served for women and dif-
ferently-abled people, beg-
ging and extortion by eu-

nuchs and seat cornering
by unauthorised people in
the general coaches of
trains.

"During the drive, more
than 5,100 persons were ar-
rested for travelling/enter-
ing in coaches reserved for
ladies, more than 6,300 per-
sons were arrested for oc-
cupying/entering coaches
reserved for persons with
disabilities and legal ac-
tion under the relevant
provisions of the Railway
Act was taken against such
offenders, during which Rs
6.71 lakh and Rs 8.68 lakh
respectively were realised
as fine," the ministry said
in a statement. Several
complaints regarding nui-
sance in trains, especially
created by eunuchs, and
their misbehavior with
passengers were received.

New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Bollywood actor
Jacqueline Fernandez on
Friday appeared before a
Delhi court in a Rs 200
crore money laundering
case also involving al-
leged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar.

Special judge
Shailendra Malik was
hearing arguments on
the issue of framing of
charges in the matter.

During the hearing,
the counsel appearing for
Chandrashekhar asked
the ED why he was being
called "historysheeter"
while he has not been
convicted in any case yet.

"I have never been con-
victed in any case, yet the
ED says I am a histo-
rysheeter, part of organ-
ised crime... How can

that be said," the counsel
submitted before the
court.

Chandrashekhar ap-
peared before the court
through video confer-
ence.

The court had on
November 15 granted
regular bail to the ac-
tress, who has not been
arrested yet in the case.

It had on August 31
taken cognizance of a
supplementary charge
sheet filed by the
Enforcement Directorate
and asked Fernandez to
appear before the court.

Fernandez, who was
summoned by the ED
several times in connec-
tion with the investiga-
tion, was named as an ac-
cused for the first time in
the supplementary
charge sheet.
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Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez appears before Delhi court

Bollywood actor Jacqueline
Fernandez leaves after ap-
pearing before the Patiala
House Court in connection

with a money laundering case
linked to alleged conman

Sukesh Chandrashekhar, in
New Delhi, Friday.

HC refuses to entertain Sameer
Wankhede’s petition for protection

Guwahati, Jan 06 (PTI): 

Over 26,000 birds of 97
species were recorded
during an initiative in
Deepor Beel here, the
only Ramsar Site in
Assam, a forest official
said on Friday. There was
a significant increase
from 10,289 winged
friends, belonging to 66
species, in the previous
bird-counting exercise in
2021 to 26,647 this time,
the official said.

A Ramsar Site is a wet-
land designated to be of
international impor-
tance. These wetlands
are protected under
strict guidelines of the
Ramsar Convention on
Wetlands.

"The bird count in
Deepor Beel was a very

important initiative un-
dertaken by the
Guwahati Wildlife
Division. The data on
bird species and num-
bers obtained through
such monitoring can
help greatly in conserva-
tion planning in the long
run", wildlife activist and
photographer Udayan
Borthakur said.

The exercise was con-
ducted on Wednesday
morning. The entire wet-
land was divided into
nine areas and volun-
teers and experts con-
ducted the bird count on
foot as well as country
boats, Divisional Forest
Officer, Guwahati
Wildlife Division
Jayashree Naiding said.

The methodology of
visual encounter survey

was adopted during the
bird count, she said.

Altogether 37 individu-
als, including forest de-
partment officials, bird
experts, students and
representatives from var-
ious prominent NGOs,
participated in the bird
count.

Renowned ornitholo-
gist Dr Anwaruddin
Choudhury accompa-
nied the participants and
provided guidance dur-
ing the exercise.

Eight wildlife photog-
raphers participated in
the spot bird photogra-
phy contest organised on
the occasion. A repeat ex-
ercise is scheduled to be
conducted in the first
week of February 2023
during the Asian
Waterfowl Count.

97 bird species recorded
at Ramsar Site

Delhi HC dismisses woman’s plea against
daughter’s detention by Pak Army

SC directs panel to call meeting
to evolve framework for drawing

guidelines for road safety
New Delhi, Jan 06 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday directed a commit-
tee headed by former apex
court judge A M Sapre to
convene a meeting within
two weeks to evolve a
framework for formulat-
ing state-specific guide-
lines on electronic moni-
toring and enforcement of
road safety norms across
states.

A bench of Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justices P S
Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala agreed that ur-
gent steps were needed to
be taken to enforce
Section 136A (electronic

monitoring and enforce-
ment of road safety) of the
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988.

"The Motor Vehicle Act
was amended in 2019 so as
to incorporate provisions
of section 136 A for elec-
tronic monitoring and en-
forcement of road safety
on national highways,
state highways, roads and
urban cities.

The issue now is about
ensuring due enforce-
ment of the provisions of
section 136A by drawing
out state specific guide-
lines which would have to
be done in collaboration
with state governments.

"Section 215 B of the
MV Act has provided for

the constitution of a na-
tional road safety board in
an advisory capacity.
Having due regard to the
framework, it would be
appropriate for Justice A
M Sapre, chairperson of
committee appointed by
the court, government of-
ficial and amicus to set
out modalities.

The meeting may be
convened preferably in
two weeks. The amicus
can then report to the
court on the consensus ar-
rived at in the meeting,"
the bench said.

The matter is now listed
for hearing in the first
week of February.
Additional Solicitor

General Madhavi Divan,
appearing for the Centre,
said the government has
already framed Rules
under Section 136 (2).

According to Section
136 (2), "The Central
Government shall make
rules for the electronic
monitoring and enforce-
ment of road safety in-
cluding speed cameras,
closed-circuit television
cameras, speed guns,
body wearable cameras
and such other 
technology." 

The apex court had con-
stituted the Sapre com-
mittee while hearing a
PIL on the issue of road
safety in the country.
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