
Collide
CCuuddddaalloorree:: Five members
of a family, including two
children, were killed in a
multiple collision involv-
ing the car in which they
were traveling and a
lorry, on the Chennai-
Trichy national highway
near Veppur in Tamil
Nadu's Cuddalore dis-
trict, police said on
Tuesday. The car, bound
for Chennai, halted near
Veppur in the early hours
owing to the traffic con-
gestion caused due to the
construction of a flyover
at Iyyanarpalayam when
a speeding lorry crashed
into the car from behind.

Strike
MMuummbbaaii:: Unions of three
state-owned power com-
panies in Maharashtra
have warned of a 72-
hour strike from
Wednesday to protest
against privatisation of
power companies, an
official said on Tuesday.
The strike has been
called by Maharashtra
Rajya Karmachari,
Adhikari and Abhiyanta
Sangharsh Samiti, an
action committee of
power company unions.

Bail 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Tuesday granted inter-
im bail to five accused in
a corruption case related
to the alleged excise poli-
cy scam. Special Judge
MK Nagpal granted the
interim relief while
directing the CBI to file
replies to their regular
bail pleas by January 24.
Those who were granted
interim bail include two
former excise depart-
ment officials, Kuldeep
Singh and Narender
Singh, and businessman
Sameer Mahendru.

Rescue
MMuummbbaaii:: The Mumbai
police have rescued a
man who was abducted
a month ago for a ran-
som of Rs 7 lakh and
arrested one of the
accused involved in the
crime, an official said on
Tuesday. The police on
Sunday rescued the vic-
tim from Maharashtra's
Sangli district and
arrested a 28-year-old
man, while four others
involved in the abduction
are at large, the official
from NM Joshi Marg
police station said.

Prohibit
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: The Andhra
Pradesh government
issued an order late on
Monday night prohibiting
conduct of public meet-
ings and rallies on roads,
including National
Highways, citing public
safety but all opposition
parties vociferously
decried the move, alleg-
ing it was aimed at muz-
zling their voices.
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BRIEF

A man wrapped in a shawl 
carries a child on a cold winter

day, in Gurugram, Tuesday.
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Nagpur, Jan 03 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday outlined the vi-
sion for science for the next
25 years, urging re-
searchers to make the
country self-reliant and
focus on converting their
knowledge to bring about
change in everyday life.

Inaugurating the 108th
Indian Science Congress
here, Modi also stressed on
strengthening scientific
processes, focus on emerg-
ing areas such as quantum
technologies, data sciences,
development of new vac-
cines, stepping up efforts
on surveillance for newer
diseases and encouraging
youngsters to take up re-
search. "Efforts of science

can turn into great
achievements only when
they come out of the lab
and reach the land, and
their impact reaches from
global to grassroots, when
its ambit is from journal to
zameen (land, everyday

life) and when change is
visible from research to
real life," the Prime
Minister said. The five-day
Indian Science Congress
was inaugurated at the
Rashtrasant Tukdoji
Maharaj Nagpur

University here in the pres-
ence of Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshiyari, Union
Ministers Nitin Gadkari
and Jitendra Singh, Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis.

The Prime Minister
made a strong pitch for cre-
ating an institutional
framework and a mentor-
mentee (guru-shishya) sys-
tem that could build upon
the successes of talent
hunts and hackathons to
attract youngsters to sci-
ence. The Prime Minister
also highlighted the oppor-
tunities for private compa-
nies and startups by associ-
ating with research labs
and academic institutions.

He urged researchers to
focus on quantum comput-
ing and emerge as world
leaders in the upcoming
field.

Korea Jan 03: 

A 54-year-old woman
was killed by a leopard in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district on
Tuesday, a forest official
said.

This was the third inci-
dent of leopard attack in
less than a month in the
district, he said. The latest
incident took place at
Singrauli village under
Janakpur forest range. A
leopard attacked Umabai
Baiga when she stepped
out of her house to answer
nature's call. After being
alerted, forest personnel
reached the spot and found
her mutilated body in the
nearby forest. An immedi-
ate relief of Rs 25,000 was

given to the victim's kin
while balance Rs 5.75 lakh
will be disbursed after the
completion of formalities,
the official said. An 80-
year-old woman was killed
in a leopard attack in the
area on December 11 while
an eight-year-old boy was
injured in another inci-
dent on December 23 in
the district. Cage traps
have been installed to cap-
ture the animal, the offi-
cial added.

Jaipur, Jan 03 (PTI): 

Terming the
Constitution as a living
document, President
Droupadi Murmu on
Tuesday said it was fully
capable of incorporating
the changing hopes and as-
pirations of people.

"Our democracy is the
largest and most vibrant
democracy in the world.
The Constitution is the
basis of our great democ-
racy," Murmu said while
addressing the inaugura-
tion ceremony of the
Constitution Park at Raj
Bhavan here. Referring to

the 105 Constitutional
amendments, she said, "In
this way, our Constitution
is a living document
which is fully capable of
containing the hopes and
aspirations of the public
changing with time."

The makers created a

c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Constitution due to their
sensitivity towards each
section of society and
awareness of each level of
democracy and each as-
pect of administration,
she said. "Our visionary
Constitution makers had

clarity of thought about
the rights of future gener-
ations to create systems
according to their needs.
That is why the provision
for Constitutional amend-
ments were included in
the Constitution itself,"
she said.

She said women, on the
strength of their struggle
and ability, were continu-
ously increasing their
presence from panchayat
bhavans to the Parliament
and serving the society
and the country.

Apart from valour,
Rajasthan's history was
one of dignity and empow-
erment of women, she
added.

She also expressed con-
fidence that the
Constitution Park would
inspire the coming genera-
tions.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI): 

The need for a second
booster dose of Covid vac-
cine is not on the agenda of
the government as of now,
official sources said on
Tuesday amid renewed con-
cerns about the viral infec-
tions in view of surge in
some countries.

A fourth Covid shot is un-
warranted at the moment
as most people in the coun-
try are yet to receive their
third dose, they said.

Also, there is no data
available on the utility of a
second booster for the cur-
rently used vaccines, the
sources said.

India began administer-
ing a precautionary or
booster dose in January
2022 and till now only 28 per
cent of the eligible popula-
tion have taken it.

"The need for a second

booster dose of Covid vac-
cines is not on the agenda of
the government as of now
nor are discussion over it
underway. Most important-
ly, majority of the popula-
tion are yet to receive a
third dose and those who
are due for it should take
it," an official source said.

Countries such as the US
and the UK are administer-
ing third and fourth booster
doses to fully vaccinated in-
dividuals as well as extra
shots to the immunocom-
promised who did not have
a strong immune response
from their initial doses.

Indian Medical
Association (IMA) repre-
sentatives and senior doc-
tors in a meeting on
December 26 urged Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya to consider the
fourth dose for healthcare
and frontline workers.

The meeting came
against the backdrop of ris-
ing cases globally, especial-
ly in China, Japan, South
Korea, and Thailand.

"Healthcare profession-
als are exposed to a larger
number of coronavirus in-
fected patients resulting in
repeated exposure to the
virus which can trigger
more infections among the
healthcare community," for-
mer IMA president Dr J A
Jayalal had said.

"To counter that, they
need augmented immunity
against the virus," he ar-
gued. Amid a spike in Covid
cases in some countries, the
Union Health Ministry has
sounded an alert, tightened
Covid guidelines and asked
states and Union territories
to prepare for any eventual-
ity. It has also urged them to
increase coverage of the
precaution dose.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

A second batch of 12
cheetahs is likely to arrive
in India from South Africa
in January, sources said on
Tuesday.

Discussions with South
African authorities to
translocate 12 cheetahs to
Kuno National Park are at
an advanced stage and the
animals are likely to arrive
in January, a Union
Environment ministry
source said.

Officials from the Kuno
National Park gave a pres-
entation on the prepared-
ness for the introduction of
the 12 cheetahs, comprising
seven males and five fe-
males, at the 20th meeting

of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) at the Bandipur
Tiger Reserve in
Karnataka.

The cheetahs have been
in quarantine in South
Africa for the last six
months. A memorandum of
understanding for the inter-
continental transfer of the
spotted felines is yet to be
signed, the sources said.

According to the 'Action
Plan for Reintroduction of
Cheetah in India' prepared
by the Wildlife Institute of
India, around 12-14 wild
cheetahs (8-10 males and 4-6
females) that are ideal for
establishing a new cheetah
population would be im-
ported from South Africa,
Namibia and other African
countries as a founder stock

for five years initially and
then as required by the pro-
gramme. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had re-
leased the first batch of
eight cheetahs -- five fe-
males and three males --
from Namibia into a quar-
antine enclosure at the
Kuno National Park on his
72nd birthday on
September 17.

Minister of State for
Environment Ashwini
Kumar Choubey informed
Parliament last month that
all the eight cheetahs had
been released into larger ac-
climatisation enclosures
and none of them were
under quarantine.

No health complications
have been reported in the
introduced cheetahs, he
had said.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

The preliminary
postmortem report of
the 20-year-old
woman, who was hit
and dragged by a car,
indicated "no injury
suggestive of sexual
assault", according to

Delhi Police which on
Tuesday also recorded the
statement of her female
companion who was riding
pillion on scooter with the
victim and had fled the acci-
dent spot "out of fear".

The eyewitness' account
will be important evidence
in getting the accused pun-
ished and more CCTV
footage has been recovered
that could help establish the
sequence of events on
Sunday night, the police
said.

While public outrage sim-
mered over the incident and
the alleged apathy shown by
the police initially, there
was heavy police deploy-
ment outside the victim's

residence. Doctors of the
MAMC board who carried
out the autopsy opined that
the provisional cause of
death was "shock and haem-
orrhage as a result of ante-

mortem injury to the head,
spine, left femur and lower
limbs". "All injuries collec-
tively can cause death in the
ordinary course of nature.
However, injury to the head,
spine, long bone and other
injuries can cause death in-
dependently and collective-
ly in the ordinary course of
nature," the doctors opined.

"All injuries produced by
blunt force impact and pos-
sible with vehicular acci-
dent and dragging," the pre-
liminary report said.

The doctors said they
would be able to offer a final
opinion after the receipt of
chemical analysis and bio-
logical sample reports.

"Also, the report indi-
cates that there is no injury
suggestive of sexual as-
sault. The final report will
be received in due course,"

said Sagar Preet Hooda,
Special Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order).

Sources said that there
were no injury marks on
her private parts.

Anjali Singh was killed in
the early hours of the New
Year after her scooter was
hit by a car, which dragged
her for 12 km. Her body was
found in Kanjhawala area.

All five accused were sent
to three days in police cus-
tody on Monday.

The body was handed
over to her family on
Tuesday for cremation.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday announced a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh for
the victim's family and as-
sured that the government
will appoint the best lawyer
to fight the case.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

Five cases of COVID-19's
XBB.1.5 variant, responsible for
the rise in cases in the US, have
been found in India, according
to data from the Indian SARS-
CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG).
Of the five, three cases were
found in Gujarat and one each in
Karnataka and Rajasthan,
according to INSACOG figures
on Tuesday. The XBB.1.5 strain
is a relative of the Omicron XBB
variant, which is a recombinant
of the Omicron BA.2.10.1 and
BA.2.75 subvariants. Combined,
XBB and XBB.1.5 make up 44
per cent of cases in the US.
COVID-19 variant Omicron and
its sub-lineages continue to be
the dominant variant in India
with 'XBB' being the most
prevalent sub-lineage circulat-
ing all over the country,
INSACOG has said.
INSACOG reports genomic sur-
veillance of SARS-CoV-2 across
the country through sequencing
of samples from sentinel sites
and international passengers
arriving in India.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI): 

The railways will roll out hydro-
gen-powered trains on its narrow
gauge heritage routes by
December, making them "com-
pletely green".
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said Tuesday the trains
will be on the lines of those run-
ning in China and Germany.
As a pilot project, the railways is
manufacturing a prototype of
hydrogen fuel-based train at the
Northern Railway workshop. It
would be test-run on the
Sonipat-Jind section in Haryana.
"We will roll out the hydrogen
trains on the heritage routes
from December 2023. This will
mean that these heritage routes
will go completely green," said
Vaishnaw. Worldwide, there is a

bid to replace diesel-powered
locomotives with hydrogen-pro-
pelled engines wherever full
electrification is difficult or too
expensive as it offers an emis-
sion-free, quiet alternative that
can be economically competi-
tive. Germany's Coradia iLint is
the world's first passenger train
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell,
which produces electrical power
for traction. This zero-emission
train emits low levels of noise,
with exhaust being only steam
and condensed water. This train
can run 1000 km at a speed of
140kmph at one go. This train
was being tested in Germany
since 2018.
China too recently launched
Asia's first hydrogen-powered
trains for the Urban Railways. It
gets a range of 600 km on a sin-
gle tank, with a top speed of 160
kmph, according to reports.

‘Convert knowledge to bring
change to everyday life’

̈ Focus on 
emerging sciences

PM  Modi addresses the 108th Indian Science Congress on the theme
'Science and Technology for Sustainable Development with Women
Empowerment', via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

‘5 cases of Covid’s
XBB.1.5 variant
found in India’

Leopard kills woman

Third attack in one month

A leopard attacked Umabai
Baiga when she stepped out
of her house to answer
nature's call. After being
alerted, forest personnel
reached the spot and found
her mutilated body in the
nearby forest. An immediate
relief of Rs 25,000 was given
to the victim's kin while bal-
ance Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed after the completion
of formalities. Cage traps
have been installed to capture
the animal.

About the incident

Constitution a living document: Prez
̈ Capable of 

incorporating 
changing aspirations
of people

President Droupadi Murmu with Rajasthan Governor Kalraj Mishra
and Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot during the inauguration of
'Samvidhan Udyan' at Raj Bhawan in Jaipur, Tuesday.

‘Second Covid booster shot unwarranted’

Second batch of 12 cheetahs

to arrive at Kuno
̈ This month

R-DAY REHEARSAL

Indian Coast Gaurds congingent rehearses for the Republic Parade 2023 at the Kartavya Path during a cold and
foggy morning, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Family members during cremation of the 20-year-old woman who was
killed after being hit and dragged by a car, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Railways to run hydrogen-powered
trains on heritage routes

̈ By Dec 2023
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Bhilai, Dec 03: 

Residents of general
and under-privileged sec-
tions living in Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
area will no longer need to
take hotels and expensive
private wedding halls for
marriage, engagement
and other functions. On
the initiatives of Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav, a grand Manglik
Bhawan with all the facili-
ties is being constructed in
Hudco.

On Monday, MLA
Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal conduct-
ed a surprise inspection of
the construction site and
oversaw the quality of the
construction work. They
took information about
the development work.
MLA Devendra Yadav
gave instructions to the
concerned contractor and

said that any negligence
will not be tolerated in the
construction work.
Construction work should
be completed on time and
quality should be taken
care of. It is worth men-
tioning that after the con-
struction of this building,

common citizens will also
be able to organize mar-
riage-party and engage-
ment programs easily by
paying nominal fees. The
citizens had demanded
from Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav for such a
building. On the public de-

mand, MLA Devendra
Yadav took the initiative
and sent the proposal to
the government. After re-
ceiving approval, the ten-
dering process was com-
pleted and a work order
was issued. Earlier, on the
initiative of MLA Yadav, a

SarvManglik Bhawan was
constructed in
Baikunthdham. The sec-
ond Manglik Bhawan is
being constructed in
Hudco.

According to informa-
tion, SarvaManglik
Bhawan will have all the
facilities including a
grand garden, marriage
hall, AC and non AC
rooms, etc. There will be 25
rooms, out of which 20
rooms will have attached
toilets. After completion of
construction and finishing
works, the ACs will be in-
stalled in the rooms and
halls.

Along with this, a big
kitchen has also been con-
structed here. There will
be parking space for 150 to
200 vehicles. MLA Yadav
said that the people of the
entire city will benefit
from the SarvaManglik
Bhavan.

MLA and Mayor inspect SarvaManglik
Bhawan construction site

Bhilai, Jan 03: 

Gram Panchayat Patora
is going to become the first
village of the district
where e-rickshaws will be
used for door-to-door
garbage collection by the
women SHG involved in
this task. Several works
have been done in the field
of cleanliness by the Gram
Panchayat in the past and
in this series another new
initiative is being taken by
the Gram Panchayat. The
work of garbage collection
by e-rickshaw will be done
by Saraswati Didi Women
Self Help Group. E-rick-
shaws and tractor trolleys
were purchased under the
Swachh Bharat Mission
under the guidance of
District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav.
With this, Patora has be-
come the first village in
Chhattisgarh where such

initiative has been taken
for cleanliness. With the
resolve to maintain the
sustainability of cleanli-
ness in the village, an e-
rickshaw was flagged off
from the District
Panchayat Durg for village
Patora. Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, President, District
Panchayat; Ashwani
Dewangan, Chief

Executive Officer, District
P a n c h a y a t ;
A n j i t a G o p e s h S a h u ,
Sarpanch, Patora;
Rivendra Yadav,
GopeshSahu, Suresh
Kapse, Saraswati Didi self-
help group members
BhuneshwariDewangan,
SohdraSahu, Dina Sahu,
and office staff were pres-
ent.

Patora becomes first 
village to have e-rickshaws

for garbage collection 

Bhilai, Jan 03: Sinter
Plant -3 in Bhilai Steel
Plant has achieved yet an-
other milestone. The plant,
a vital cog in the steel mak-
ing process, has achieved
80 MT (Million Ton) cumu-
lative production on
December 29, 2022.

Sinter Plant -3 was com-
missioned in 2001 with sin-
gle machine of 3.2 MTPA
capacity. The plant was
augmented with a second
sinter machine, commis-
sioned in 2014 with 3.7
MTPA capacity. Thus far,

Machine 1 has produced
approximately 60 MT and
Machine 2 had recently
crossed the 20 MT cumula-
tive production target on
December 06, 2022.

The momentous occa-
sion was marked by cake
cutting ceremony by
ED(W) Anjani Kumar.
Senior management offi-
cials of BSP. Ex- SP-3 em-
ployees and officials from
customer, supplier & serv-
ices departments joined
the celebrations.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, ED(W) congratulated
the entire SP-3 fraternity
for this achievement and
urged the workforce to
have a personal bond with
the machines and equip-
ment in their respective
areas. Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM I/c (Iron) applauded
the turnaround Sinter
Plant has achieved over
the last few years. PK
Sarkar, CGM I/c
(Services), AsitSaha, CGM
I/c (M&U) and Rajiv
Pandey, CGM(PBS) & A
Shankar GM I/c (Elect) ap-

preciated the inclusive
growth that SP-3 is striving
for and commended the
high morale and synergy
displayed by the team.

In his address, AK
Dutta, CGM (SPs), thanked
the management for the
unwavering and constant
support extended and as-
sured that the SP-III team
is fully energized and
ready to take up any chal-
lenge and shall achieve the
100 MT target soon. MRK
Shariff GM I/c, SP-III
thanked the management
and all present for the sup-
port and stated that SP-III
team is fully motivated and
working in synergy to ful-
fil all the requirements of
Blast Furnaces in terms of
quantity and quality.

With the adoption of ad-
vanced operational and
maintenance practices and
advent of state-of-the-art
digital initiatives, Sinter
Plant 3 is all geared up to
face the new challenges in
their onward journey to-
wards 100MT and beyond.

Sinter Plant 3 achieves yet another Milestone
Bhilai, Jan 03: 

Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg Vice-
Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta felicitated
Professor of Hindi,
G o v e r n m e n t
DanveerTularam Post
Graduate College, Utai, Dr
Siya Ram Sharma on
being nominated as a
member of Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi by
presenting a shrifal and
shawl in the university.
Giving this information,
Dr Prashant Srivastava,
Vice-Chancellor, Student
Welfare said that Dr
Sharma is the first profes-
sor from Chhattisgarh to
be nominated as a mem-
ber of the Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi.

Principal of
Government College, Utai,
Dr Rajesh Pandey, Senior
Professors, Dr Alim Khan,
Dr Awadhesh Srivastava,
Dr Rita Gupta and Dean

Student Welfare, Dr
Prashant Srivastava were
also present during the fe-
licitation.

It is worth mentioning
that Dr Siya Ram Sharma,
during his more than 28
years of government serv-
ice, has got many excel-
lent works written and
published in national level
newspapers and maga-
zines. Well-known profes-
sor and litterateur of the
region, who has great in-

terest in Hindi literature,
Dr Sharma completed his
postgraduate education in
Delhi. Presently 04 re-
search scholars are doing
PhD research under the
guidance of Dr Sharma.
Congratulating Dr
Sharma on his success,
the Vice-Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta said that
being a member of the na-
tional level Sahitya
Akademi is a matter of
pride for the entire region.

Dr Palta asked other pro-
fessors to keep striving for
similar remarkable
achievements.

Principal of
Government College, Utai,
Dr Rajesh Pandey said
that with this achieve-
ment of Dr Siya Ram
Sharma, the name of the
college has been inscribed
on the national panel. Dr
Sharmadeserves congrat-
ulations for this. In re-
sponse Dr Siya Ram
Sharma thanked the Vice
Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta, Principal, Dr
Rajesh Pandey and all the
fellow professors of the
college. He said that the
constant encouragement
and research activities
given by the university
and the college has result-
ed in this success. In fu-
ture also, as a member of
Sahitya Akademi, he will
continue to work to en-
courage literary activities
in Chhattisgarh region.

Prof Siya Ram Sharma nominated as 
member of Sahitya Akademi; VC felicitates

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033::

A strategic decision taken
to reduce sinter percentage in
burden first in Blast Furnace 8
and then in BF 7 has resulted in
Blast Furnaces sustain daily
Hot Metal production levels
between 17500 and 18000
Tonnes even with daily sinter
production of less than 24000 T
owing to one sinter machine in
Sinter Plant 2 under break-
down from December 23, 2022
onwards. Daily consumption of
sinter in BF 7 & BF 8 has strate-
gically been reduced by 3200 T. 

From December 15, 2022, a
decision was taken by the plant
to reduce sinter percentage in
burden. In BF 8, sinter percent-
age in burden was kept at 52 to
55 %. The pellet percentage in
burden is 22% in BF 8. The

same modality was followed in
BF 7 also. This decision has led
to reduction in daily consump-
tion of sinter in BF 7 & BF 8 by
around 3200 T. This reduction
in consumption has resulted in
filling up of emergency sinter
bunker of Sinter Plant 3 to a

level of around 18000
Tonnes.The shop has been able
to sustain daily Hot Metal pro-
duction at 17500 to 18000 T
with no reduction in blast on
account of sinter shortage.

Earlier, there was blast
reduction due to sinter short-

age. Now with reduced sinter
percentage, there is no sinter
shortfall inspite of  non avail-
ability of one machine of Sinter
Plant 2.In October2022, sinter
percentage in burden was 65.5
with average daily consump-
tion of sinter at 8370 T. In
November2022, the sinter per-
centage in burden was 60.5
with average daily consump-
tion of sinter at 8465 T. With
sinter percentage in burden
reduced to 56.5 in December
2022, average daily consump-
tion of sinter is now down to
7056 Tonnes.

This game changer strategy
taken by the Plant was imple-
mented first by BF 8 Team
under guidance of Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM In-charge
(Iron). The same strategy is
now being replicated in BF 7.

Reduced Sinter in Burden helps 
sustain Hot Metal Production levels

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033:: Police have
arrested two ruffians and have
recovered sharp weapons from
their possession. CSP
Chhawani Prabhat Kumar
informed that Khursipar Police
Station received a complaint
from one Babulal Sahu of
Shivaji Nagar Khursipar.
Babulal's elder brother was
taking a walk after dinner in
the locality. Meanwhile, Karan
Bharti and Mohit Banjare of the
locality intercepted him and

attacked with sharp weapons.
Acting on the complaint, Sub
Inspector Mahendra Jai Singh,
Chumuk Sinha and Aman
Sharma reached Shivaji Nagar
and the accused were taken
into custody. A knife was
recovered from Mohit Banjare
while a sword was recovered
from Karan Bharti. Police
booked the accused under the
provisions mentioned in sec-
tions 294, 506B, 324, 34 of IPC
and 25, 27 Arms Act.

Two arrested 
with sharp weapons

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033:: Police arrested a
notorious goon on charges of
threatening the people with a
sharp weapon. CSP Vaibhav
Banker informed that under
the directions of SP Abhishek
Pallava, the team of Durg
Police is taking action against
the habitual offenders and
goons. In this sequel, police
received a tip off that a habitu-
al offender was threatening
people with a knife at New Bus
Stand in Durg. Police team
swung into action and the

notorious goon Bablu Irani was
taken into custody. A knife was
recovered from his possession.
The accused Bablu Irani alias
Jakir Hussein (55) son of
Mukaddar Ali a resident of
Iranidera, Kelabadi was booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 25, 27 of Arms
Act. Head Constable
Harishchandra Chaudhary,
Constable Ravindra Singh,
Radheshyam Chandrakar and
Mithlesh Sahu played a vital
role in arresting the accused.

Notorious goon
Bablu Irani arrested

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033::  

A 42-year-old man was allegedly
murdered by his father and three
other members of the family. The
deceased often troubled his fam-
ily members after consuming
liquor. Using abusive words, he
was quarrelling with the family
members on January 01. Angered
family members overpowered
him and throttled him to death.
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava informed
that Gangadhar Patel (42) son of

Dwarika Patel a resident of vil-
lage Konka (Dhamdha) was
found dead in suspicious condi-
tion at his home. On January 02,
his father Dwarika Patel gave
information in this regard at
Dhamdha Police Station. Police
team reached the spot and con-
ducted the crime scene investi-
gation. Injury marks were visible
on the head, neck and other parts
of the body. The autopsy reports
confirmed that it was a murder
after which police lodged an FIR

under section 302 of IPC. During
investigation, it was discovered
that the deceased was a habitual
drinker and quarrelled with his
family daily demanding money
for liquor. On January 01 also, he
returned home in a drunken state
and started quarrelling with his
father Dwarika Patel, Dhanraj
Patel, mother Durpati Patel and
brother Mani Ram Patel. 

He used abusive words and
attacked his father. His father
retaliated after which other
members of the family came in
the support of the old man. They
thrashed Gangadhar Patel and
throttled him to death.
Thereafter they carried the body
of Gangadhar and left him in his
room. Police have arrested the
father Dwarika Patel, Dhanraj
Patel, mother Durpati Patel and
brother Mani Ram Patel on
charges of murder.

Father and family members 
kill habitual drinker

Bhilai, Jan 03: Karm and
Pali Shiromani awards
were given away in Bar
and Rod Mill of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant for ex-
emplary work by employ-
ees. Parimal
AnnajiSonkar, Manager
(BRM) was felicitated with
Pali Shiromani award
while Julie Khalko, (OCT),
Joginder (OCT), N Satrish
Kumar (MOCT), Subrat
Gon (OCT) and Navin
Kumar Muleti (OCT) were
honoured with Karm
Shiromani awards.
Mukesh Gupta, CGM
(BRM) and Chief Guest on
the occasion congratulated
the awardees and urged
them to continue to work
for better results while en-
suring that all safety appli-

ances and all available re-
sources are properly used.
The department has
reached new heights due to
the efforts of such employ-
ees, he stated, urging other
employees to get inspired
by the award winners to
work with greater commit-
ment at the shopfloor.
Senior officials of BRM in-
cluding all section heads,
employees and members of
Personnel department
were present on the occa-
sion. The awardees shared

their views on the occa-
sion. Karm and Pali
Shiromani awards are
given away to build a
healthy competitive atmos-
phere in the shop and to fe-
licitate employees for their
innovation, better utilisa-
tion of resources for fulfil-
ment of organisational ob-
jectives and adherence to
safety standards. The pro-
gramme was coordinated
and compered by Samayla
Ansari, Assistant Manager
(Pers-Mills Zone 1).

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards
given away in Bar and Rod Mill

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033::  

Police arrested a bootlegger
and recovered 140 quarters of
illicit liquor from his posses-
sion. ASP (Rural) Anant Kumar
informed that considering the
inputs of illicit liquor trade, the
teams of various police sta-
tions are maintaining vigil on
the activities of suspects and
criminal record holders. The
network of informers has also

been activated. In this sequel,
the team of Nandini Nagar
Police Station received a tip off
regarding a scooterist who was
smuggling illicit liquor. Police
team swung into action and the
suspect was rounded up near
AsharamBapu Ashram in
Nandini Nagar. The suspect
Karan Kosre was riding a scoot-
er with a blank registration
plate. On searching, police
found 140 quarters of liquor
from his bag. Police seized the
liquor worth Rs 15400 and the
scooter worth Rs 15000 of the
accused. He has been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 34 (2) of
Excise Act. The accused Karan
Kosre (20) son of DaulalKosre a
resident of Nardha, PS Jamul
was arrested earlier also for
liquor smuggling.

Bootlegger arrested
with illicit liquor  



Congress plenary session in Raipur from Feb 24 to 26
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0033:: The Congress
on Monday said a three-day
plenary session of the party
would be held in Raipur in
Chhattisgarh from February
24 to 26. All India Congress
Committee General
Secretary Organisation K C
Venugopal said the election
to the Congress Working
Committee will also be held
along with the plenary ses-
sion, as per the party’s con-
stitution. “We had a demo-
cratic election and the
Congress President was
elected through a transpar-

ent and democratic way. As
per tradition, we already
announced the plenary ses-
sion of the party in the last
leg of February at Raipur.
“Now, AICC has decided that
the 85th plenary session of
Indian National Congress will
be held on February 24, 25
and 26 in Raipur,” Venugopal
told reporters. He said during
the three-day session, the
major issues that will be
debated are political, eco-
nomic, international affairs,
farmers and agricultural,
social justice and empower-

ment, youth education and
employment. The party will
formulate its strategy on
these issues and will come
out with resolutions during
the session, Venugopal said.
“As per the (party’s) constitu-
tion, Congress Working
Committee election will also
be held along with the plena-
ry session,” the Congress
leader said. The Congress
president’s election will be
ratified at the plenary ses-
sion by all the 9,900-odd
Pradesh Congress
Committee delegates.

Name of Santram Netam
almost finalised

Raipur, Jan 03: In the
meeting of party MLAs
held at CM’s official resi-
dence, name of MLA
Santram Netam has been
cleared for the post of Dy.
Speaker in Vidhan Sabha.
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
has given indications that
consensus has been
reached on the name of
Santram Netam in the
party’s meeting. The elec-
tion for VS Dy. Speaker is to
be held on Jan 5 and before
12:00 noon nominations will

be submitted to the Vidhan
Sabha secretary. It is no-
table here that Santram
Netam is MLA from
Keshkal and is a good
spokesman and is among
known tribal leader in the
region.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that earlier there
was tradition to give the
post of Dy. Speaker in VS to
the Opposition party and it

was broken in the Jogi’s
government. In the first
Vidhan Sabha, the post of
Dy. Speaker in VS was given
to Banwari Lal Agrawal
and later the ruling party
brought no-confidence mo-
tion against the Dy. Speaker
and he has to resign from
the post. After this
Dharamjeet Singh from the
ruling party was appointed
as the Dy. Speaker and since
then the post of Dy. Speaker
is with the ruling party it-
self. This time also the elec-
tion for post of Dy. Speaker
in VS will be unopposed, as
Congress is already in the
majority. The post of Dy.
Speaker got vacant after de-
mise of ex-Speaker Late
Manoj Mandavi.

Uproar in Ch’garh Assembly over 
‘religious conversions’

Raipur, Jan 03: The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) claimed in the
Chhattisgarh Assembly on
Tuesday that religious
conversion in tribal-domi-
nated areas has increased
under the Congress gov-
ernment’s watch as the
issue of vandalization of a
church in Narayanpur
during a protest figured in
the House which also saw
brief suspension of 12
Opposition members.

The Opposition party
said Monday’s violent inci-
dent in Narayanpur city
could have been averted
had the police acted in
time against complaints
pertaining to alleged reli-
gious conversions.

A church was vandal-
ized and six police person-
nel, including an IPS offi-
cer, were attacked and in-
jured during a protest by a
group of tribals in

Narayanpur city in con-
nection with an alleged in-
cident of religious conver-
sion.

Senior BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal and
other party legislators
raised the issue and
sought a discussion on al-
leged conversions in the
state by moving an ad-
journment motion notice.
However, the demand led
to an uproar in the House
as Congress MLAs coun-
tered their charges.

The Opposition legisla-
tors trooped into the Well
of the House raising slo-
gans like “stop converting
tribals”. Senior Congress

MLA Dhanendra Sahu,
who was in the Chair, an-
nounced the suspension of
12 BJP members and ad-
journed the House for five
minutes.

After the proceedings
resumed, Sahu revoked
the suspension of the
Opposition members.
However, BJP legislator
Agrawal his reiterated de-
mand for a discussion on
alleged religious conver-
sions in the state.

Subsequently, BJP mem-
bers displayed posters fea-
turing messages that said
the Congress government
was against reservation
for deprived sections, a
move that again led to bed-
lam. Thereafter, Sahu ad-
journed the House for the
day. Talking to reporters
in the Assembly complex,
senior BJP MLA and for-
mer Chief Minister
Raman Singh sought to
corner the Congress gov-
ernment over the
Narayanpur incident.

“The incident could

have been averted had the
police and administration
acted in time over com-
plaints of alleged atroci-
ties by Christian mission-
aries on local tribal people
who don’t want to get con-
verted. The Monday’s re-
action was in response to
attacks on local tribals by
missionary goons from
outside the state,” Singh
alleged. He accused the
Congress government of
failing to maintain law
and order in Narayanpur.

Reacting sharply to BJP
charges, state
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ravindra
Chaubey said religious
conversions were not tak-
ing place in the state as al-
leged by the Opposition
and termed the
Narayanpur incident as a
law and order issue.

The Home Minister was
willing to give a statement
on the Narayanpur inci-
dent in the House, but the
BJP raised the issue just to
create noise, he added.
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Raipur, Jan 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday said
Governor Anusuiya
Uikey was overstepping
constitutional boundaries
by asking questions to the
state government on the
two reservation amend-
ment bills.

The governor should ei-
ther sign the bills or re-
turn them, he said.

The CM was speaking
at the ruling Congress’s
Jan Adhikar Maha-rally
here at the Science
College ground, organ-
ized to highlight his gov-
ernment’s initiatives in
favour of reservations
and the “delay” by the
governor in giving assent
to the two bills passed by
the state Assembly last
month.

The Assembly on
December 2 passed the
Chhattisgarh Public
Service (Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward
Classes Reservation)
Amendment Bill and
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in

Admission) Amendment
Bill related to quotas in
government jobs and ad-
mission in educational in-
stitutions in proportion to
the population of respec-
tive communities.

As per the bills,
Scheduled Tribes will get

32 percent reservation,
Other Backward Classes
27 percent, Scheduled
Castes 13 percent and
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) four per
cent, taking the overall
reservation in the state to
76 percent. The delay by

governor Uikey in giving
assent has led to a con-
frontation between her
and the Congress govern-
ment. “Legislature, exec-
utive and judiciary have
distinct functions....their
responsibilities are de-
fined in the

Constitution....The Raj
Bhavan has been acting
beyond its jurisdiction by
asking questions to the
state government (on
reservation bills). Article
200 of the Constitution
mentions clearly that ei-
ther the governor gives
assent to a bill or returns
it to the Assembly,”
Baghel said at the rally.

The bills, passed by the
MLAs in the interest of
people, has been withheld
at the governor’s resi-
dence, he said.

“The BJP has made Raj
Bhavan an `akhada’
(arena) of politics and it
is trying to stop the bene-
fits of reservation, which
is your right, from reach-
ing you,” the chief minis-
ter further said.

The governor had said
she would give her assent
to the bills within a
minute after they were
passed, he claimed.

The government has
also replied to all her
questions, Baghel said.

The BJP-led Union gov-
ernment was snatching
away employment, trying
to abolish reservation
and selling off public sec-
tor undertakings, he said.

‘Guv acting beyond her powers by raising questions on quota bills’

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0033:: After the
Janadhikar Rally by Congress,
the senior Congress leaders
under leadership of PCC Chief
Mohan Markam submitted a
memorandum visiting
Rajbhavan and urged to sign
upon the reservation bill pend-
ing in Rajbhavan for
Governor’s signature. In the
memorandum it was men-
tioned that PCC through this
memorandum wants to bring
it to the attention about the
reservation bill.

The Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment in favour of the ‘sarv
samaj’, had passed a reserva-
tion bill through special ses-
sion of VS with 76% reserva-
tion to backward classes. In
this 32% reservation has been
marked for STs in proportion
of their population; 13% toSCs

and 27% to OBCs and 4% to
the general and poor category.
To make it into a law, it has
been sent to Rajbhavan for
Governor’s signature and it is
pending there for almost a
month.

All the Congmen urged the
Governor to sign on the bill as
lacking which all the new
recruitments  and admission in
the educational institutions is
pending, causing huge loss to
the ‘sarv samaj’, education
youth and new generation.

Congress delegation
through this memorandum has
urged that in view of 93.5%
population of ‘Sarv-Samaj’, the
reservation bill passed with

majority in the Vidhan Sabha
with full majority should be
signed and made into a consti-
tutional right.

Delegation comprised of
AICC general secretary and
state in-charge Selja Kumari,
PCC Chief Mohan Markam,
PCC secretary Chandan
Yadav, LS MP Deepak Baiz, MP
Phulodevi Netam, Minister TS
Singh Deo, Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Ravindra Choubey,
Mohammed Akbar, U mesh
Patel, Jaisingh Agrawal, and
other Ministers, parliamentary
secretaries and other public
representatives and PCC
office bearers of state were
present.

Congress submits memorandum
to Governor in Rajbhavan

Demands  signa-
ture in the bill soon
as it is pending for
last one month

As BJP seeks to 
corner Cong govt 

BJP MLAs, MPs
to stage dharna

today
Seeking Reservation

implementation

Raipur, Jan 03:
Giving further boost to
the political campaign
on Reservation issue,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) will stage a
day-long dharna on
Wednesday at
Ambedkar Chowk.

According to the in-
formation received, the
Members of
Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) and Members
of Parliament (MPs)
would stage dharna in
support to the demand
for early implementa-
tion of Reservation in
Chhattisgarh. BJP
wants to get the confu-
sions clear and wants
from the state govern-
ment to present the
Quantifiable Data
Commission report on
the basis of which the
state government has
introduced the Bill in
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
on reservation.

Raipur, Jan 03: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure held a weekly time-
limit meeting at the Red
Cross meeting hall located
in the Collectorate premis-
es here today. He told the
officers to work in coordi-
nation and ensure timely
benefits to the citizens
from the public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment. Extensive brain-
storming should be done

for better results in the
board examinations in a
meeting of the principals
at the block level, the
Collector said.

He asked the Mineral
Officer to take strict action
against illegal mining and
transportation of sand,
morrum and gravel in the
district. He told the offi-
cers to register FIR in po-
lice stations against those
indulging in illegal exca-
vation and transpotation
of sand, gravel and mor-
rum.

During review of the
preparations for
‘Chhattisgarhia Alympic’
Dr Bhure instructed the
concerned officers to work
in coordination to ensure
success of the programme.
He also reviewed progress
in implementation of state

government’s important
schemes such as Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School, Suposhan
Abhiyan, electricity bill
half, Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health
Scheme, ration card, Rajiv
Gandhi Ashray Patta
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and paddy procure-
ment.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Raipur District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Akash
Chhikara, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Assistant
Collector Jayant Nahata,
Additional Collector NR
Sahu, Additional
Collectors BB Panchbhai
and BC Sahu, all SDMs
and departmental officers.

Collector instructs DEO to hold a meeting
of principals at the block level 

For better results in
board examinations

Progress of impor-
tant schemes of the
state government
reviewed in the
weekly time-limit
meeting

Election to be held
on Jan 5; consensus
reached in Cong
party MLAs meeting

Raipur, Jan 03:
Chhattisgarh State Cricket
Sangh (CSCS) on Tuesday
announced the various
committees for smooth con-
duct of the January 21 One
Day International (ODI)
Cricket match between
India and visiting New
Zealand at Naya Raipur-
based Veer Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium.

CSCS Spokesperson
Binay Bajaj said that CSCS
President Jubin Shah,
Secretary Mukul Tiwari,
Rajesh Dave, Vijay Shah
and Pramod Shankar
Sharma would be the
Tournament Committee
members. Similarly, Binay
Bajaj would be in-charge of
the Ticket and
Accreditiation Committee,
Tarun Singh Parihar in

Security Committee, Vijay
Bermeda for Medical,
Prashant Singh
Raghuvanshi as Media
Manager, Sumit Gupta for
House Keeping &
Hospitality, Manjeet Singh
for Logistic, Shamim
Miraja as Pitch Curator,
Siddharth Pathak would be
Team Manager of India
whereas Yogesh Shah
would be New Zealand

Team Manager, Jigar
Bawaria would be Match
Official Manager, Jaideep
Das as Scorer, Satnosh
Meshram for Broadcasting,
Jitendra Vegad for Net
Bowlers, Bhavesh
Chandana for Ball Boys and
GS Murty as Stadium
Manager.

Above committee would
look after the various activi-
ties during the ODI match.

CSCS announces committees for
January 21 ODI match

Governor approves mercy
petition of a prisoner on

the occasion of New Year
Raipur, Jan 03:
Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey has
approved the mercy pe-
tition of an 80-year-old
convicted prisoner de-
tained in Central Jail
Bilaspur, on the occa-
sion of New Year. The
decision has been
taken keeping in view
the age of the prisoner,
time served in prison,
and his good behavior
in jail.

Raipur, Jan 03:
Akarshi Kashyap
from Chhattisgarh
has been selected in
the Team India for
the mixed team in
the Asian
Badminton tourna-
ment to be held at
Dubai from January
14 to 19.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Badminton Association
(CBA) Spokesperson
Anurag Dixit informed
that Akrashi has been se-
lected on the basis of her
performance in the
Selection Trials held at
Noida UP by BOI after she
defeated Ashita from
Assam to secure berth in

Team India. She would be
representing India in
Women’ singles matches
and would join PV Sindhu
in the mega event.
Akarshi would also be par-
ticipating in the Master
Super 1000 International
Badminton Tournament
to be held at Malaysia.

Akarshi in Team India for
Dubai Asian Badminton

tournament Raipur, Jan 03: Komal
Maheshwari from Raipur District
and Jai Satnam Gym won silver
medal in the National Weightlifting
Championship being held at
Nagarkoil in Tamil Nadu. Similarly,
Bhavesh Sarang also won silver
medal in the 81Kg weight category
by lifting total 281Kg in the senior
category.

According to the information re-
ceived, he won silver medal in 55 Kg
weight category by lifting 100 Kg
Snatch and 137 Kg Clean and Jerk
event in Senior Inter-state champi-
onship. He also won the bronze
medal in the Senior Overall cham-
pionship apart from the silver
medal in the Junior category.

Nearly 15 players from the Raipur
District participated. Rustam
Sarang and Ajaydeep Sarang were
the Trainers of the team, informs a
press release issued here.

Bhavesh, Komal wins silver medals in
National Weighting championship
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Bilaspur, Jan 03: The
15th meeting of the
Internal Quality
Assurance Cell Committee
was organized in hybrid
mode on January 02, 2023
from 9 am under the chair-
manship of Honorable
Vice-Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal. In the meeting
of the committee organ-
ized in the conference hall
of the administrative
building, the Registrar,
Prof. Manish Shrivastava
and Director of Internal
Quality Assurance Cell,
Prof. A.S. Randive and
other members of the com-
mittee were present.

While presiding over the
meeting, the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, while
extending his best wishes
for the New Year 2023 to all
present said that together

we have achieved the goals
for the year 2022 and in the
coming times we all will
put the university on the
national and international
academic map with the
same united zeal.
Professor Chakrawal em-
phasized that collective ef-
forts would make an inef-
faceable imprint of the
university. He said that in
this new year 2023, there
should be prosperity, posi-

tivity, completeness, liveli-
ness, harmony and health
in everyone’s life. He added
that to expand the univer-
sity in various dimen-
sions, all of us will have to
carry out the tasks with a
spirit of solidarity, as we
have done in the past. He
hoped that the proposal for
the new administrative
building sent by the
University to the Ministry
of Higher Education,

Government of India
would be approved soon.
The Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal hoped that in
the coming years the aca-
demic progress and infra-
structure development of
the university would be
presented as a case study
for other higher education-
al institutions.

Appreciating the efforts
being made by the univer-
sity for NIRF ranking,
Vice-Chancellor Professor
Chakrawal gave necessary
instructions during the
meeting. He said that our
primary goal is to have the
university included in the
list of first hundred higher
educational institutions of
the country, for which we
are proceeding as per the
requirements of various
criteria of NIRF. He said
that on the first day of the
year, all of us should take a
resolution that in the com-
ing days of the year, with

dedication, perseverance,
and continuous efforts, we
will perform all our duties
and responsibilities with
full devotion, while giving
the highest priority to var-
ious aspects related to the
students.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Chakrawal moti-
vated the teachers who re-
ceived the Best Research
Paper Awards and Best
Teacher Awards for the
years 2019, 2020 and 2021 by
IQAC on the occasion of
Kulutsava in the meeting
to perform better. On this
occasion, the Registrar
Prof. Manish Srivastava
also expressed his views.
The guests participated in
the meeting through on-
line medium. The vote of
thanks was presented by
the Director of Internal
Quality Assurance Cell,
Prof. A.S. Ranadive who
also conducted the 
meeting.

Good beginning ensures the result: VC 

Raipur, Jan 03: On
November 9, 2022, a no-
tice was issued by the
Health Department to 212
MBBS contracted med-
ical officers to take
charge within five days at
their place of posting as
the last opportunity be-
fore taking any action
against them. Out of 212
contractual medical offi-
cers, 123 have joined their
respective assignments
in accordance with the
notice, while the remain-
ing 89 are still absent.

The state government
will now take action
against these doctors
who have not joined their
posting and will recover
the entire amount of the
bond against the MBBS
contractual medical offi-
cers as per the rules.

Chhattisgarh Medical,
Dental, and
P h y s i o t h e r a p y
( P h y s i o t h e r a p y )
Graduate Admission will
be done according to the
rules of the Medical
Education Department of
the state government.
Under this rule, action
will be taken to recover
the entire amount of the
bond as arrears of land
revenue against the ab-
sentee doctors who do
not comply with the con-
ditions of the bond.
Permanent registration
of MBBS graduate quali-
fication in the State

Medical Council will be
issued only on the basis
of the last degree award-
ed to the candidate. The
candidate for the degree
will have to submit a no-
objection certificate to
the Dean of their college,
on whose recommenda-
tion the final degree will
be awarded by the
University.

A letter has been writ-
ten by the Health
Department to the
Director of the Medical
Education Department,
the Registrar of the
Medical Council, and the
Dean of Ayush
University Uparwara,
Naya Raipur for taking
action in this regard.
Recovery proceedings
are under process
against the contractual
medical officers who do
not comply with the
terms of the bond.

State Govt to recover bond amount from
absentee MBBS Contractual Medical Officers

Act against 89 doc-
tors who have
failed to report for
duty; health depart-
ment instructs
dean, registrar, and
directorate to take
action

Raipur, Jan 03: The
work of Covid vaccina-
tion is going on slowly
across the state. The situ-
ation is such that more
than two lakh covaxines
are lying dumped in the
state, which has expired
on Sunday. At the same
time, a letter was sent by
the Health Department to
give these vaccines to
other states, but in the
event of no correspon-
dence from the Center on
this, this vaccine is still
lying dumped.

At the same time, ac-
cording to the officials of
the Health Department,
the company will with-
draw two lakh vaccines
from Chhattisgarh.
Whereas, to speed up vac-
cination in the state, de-

mand has been called
from all the districts. For
which December 31 has
been fixed as the last
date.

In such a situation,
after receiving the de-
mand from all the dis-
tricts, it will be sent to
the center and after that
it may take about seven
days for the supply in-
cluding approval from
there.

In such a situation,
there is a possibility of
increasing the pace of

vaccination after seven
days. At present the num-
ber of vaccines is very
less. At the same time,
the lock is hanging in
many vaccination cen-
ters. In such a situation,
according to the officials
of the Health
Department, those who
have not got booster dose
or second dose, such peo-
ple can go to the centers
and get themselves regis-
tered, on the basis of
which the vaccine will be
called for them.

Apart from this, the
central government has
also given permission to
the nasal vaccine, while
its guideline has not been
released yet. After the re-
lease of its guideline, fur-
ther process will be done.

Company to withdraw 2 lakh vaccines,
demand for vaccine will increase

Raipur, Jan 03: The new
year has begun. This new
year has brought a gift of
happiness for the unem-
ployed youths of the state
looking for jobs. In the be-
ginning of the year, vacan-
cies have come out for more
than 165 posts. Applicants
can apply directly to these
posts. In fact, to connect the
educated unemployed
youth of Chhattisgarh with
employment, a placement
camp will be organised on
January 5  at Old Police
Headquarters premises,
Raipur. The camp  is organ-
ized by the District
Employment Office in

which recruitment will be
held for 165 different posts
in reputed institutions for
unemployed youths. The
camp will start at 11:00 am
and will continue till 2:00
pm. Mahavir Shiksha
Prasar Samiti will recruit
for 25 posts of lecturers in-
cluding manager in the
camp. Post Graduate and
B.Ed pass candidates in
Arts, Science or Commerce
subject can apply for these
posts. Selected candidates
will be given a monthly
salary ranging from Rs
6,000 to Rs 15,000. Similarly,
candidates will be selected
for recruitment to 90 differ-
ent posts by Janadhar
Kaushal Vikas Samiti for
the post of Field Executive,
Marketing Executive,
District Nodal Officer and

Zonal Officer. 12th,
Graduate, DCA, PGDCA
passed candidates can apply
for these posts. On getting
selected on these posts,
salary ranging from Rs 8,000
to Rs 15,000 will be given.
Apart from this, 50 posts of
Site Engineer, Senior
Engineer and Supervisor
will also be recruited by
Goyal Borewells.
Candidates holding BE,
B.Tech or Diploma in Civil
Engineering can apply for
this. If selected, according
to the experience, salary
can be given from Rs 8000 to
25,000 per month. For more
information related to the
placement camp, the candi-
dates can also contact the
District Employment Office,
Old Police Headquarters
Complex, Raipur.

Placement camp on January 5 for 
the recruitment of 165 posts

p Good news for the
unemployed in the
new year

Raipur, Jan 03 

Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission
Chairman Taman Singh
Sonwani met Governor
Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan on Monday and
presented the
Commission’s annual re-
port for the year 2021-22.
After the annual report is
submitted to the Governor,

it will be put on the table of
the Legislative Assembly.
On this occasion,
Commission members Dr.
Praveen Verma, Dr. Sarita
Uikey, Secretary Mr.
Jeevan Kishore Dhruv,
Controller of
Examinations Mrs. Aarti
Wasnik and Additional
Controller of
Examinations Mr. C.P.
Baghel were present.

CPSC presents annual
report  to the Governor

Korea, Jan 03: In an eco-
friendly bid to promote
organic farming with the
use of organic vermicom-
post, the women involved
in the manufacturing of
vermicompost are paving
the way for new econom-
ic progress for them-
selves and their families.
The socio-economical
livelihood scenario of
women is continuously
improving by joining the
village Gauthans. One
such example is being
presented by the women
of Jagruti Mahila Self
Help Group associated
with Chhindiya Gram
Panchayat, who along
with making vermicom-

post, are creating new di-
mensions of self-employ-
ment by making LED
bulbs as well. The women
of Chhindiya Jagriti
Mahila Self Help Group
of the Baikunthpur vil-
lage have been honored
by the district adminis-
tration for their numer-
ous products and vermi-
compost manufacturing,
and these products are
being sold easily through
C Mart. The group said
that they got huge bene-

fits in the field of market-
ing from C-Mart, and now
all their goods are being
bought by C-Mart.
Women who have been
able to make themselves
self-reliant by joining
Bihaan say that by join-
ing this wave of self-em-
ployment, we have now
become independent and
are helping our family
members financially by
creating a new identity
for themselves among so-
ciety and their family

members, the name of
their village organization
is Suraj Mahila Gram
Sangathan, in which 6
women are working to-
gether to make LEDs.

Neelam, a member of
the group says that today
her dream has come true
with the help of the inno-
vative initiatives of the
state government. Since
2019, vermi and super
compost fertilizers are
being manufactured and
sold by the group in

Gauthans and so far, the
group has earned a profit
of Rs 6 to 7 lakh by selling
vermicompost fertilizer
worth Rs 17 lakh, while
earthworm manure
worth Rs 2.5 lakh was
also sold by the group.
Neelam says that for a
long time it was her
dream to have her own
house, along with it she
also had a great desire to
buy a two-wheeler. The
profits earned from the
sale of vermicompost
helped her fulfill both
these wishes.

Now she proudly trav-
els in her vehicle.
Similarly, the lives of
other women of the
group have also been
filled with happiness due
to their attaining pros-
perity through Gothan’s
activities.

It is noteworthy that
during the Bhent

Mulaqat program held in
Patna , the women of the
group talked to the Chief
Minister and told him
about the livelihood activ-
ities, on which Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel
praised the work of the
group and congratulated
them.

Self help Group has
made more than one
thousand LED bulbs
Jagriti Mahila Group

of Gram Panchayat
Chhindiya is now being
established as an inspira-
tion for other rural
women around.
Chairperson of the group
Neelam Kushwaha in-
formed that till now more
than one thousand LED
bulbs have been manufac-
tured by the group and
they have received about
70 thousand rupees from
the sale of more than 500
bulbs.

‘Women are realizing their dreams through the income-oriented activities of Gauthans’

Raipur, Jan 03: Soon after
Savitri Manoj Mandavi
took oath as assembly mem-
ber after she had won the
by-election of
Bhanupratappur VS con-
stituency, Adivasi Congress

district president Bhavani
Singh Markam welcomed
her. Along with him state
president Tuleshwar
Chandrakar, OBC class
Lokesh Sahu, secretary
Prakash Sharma, Congress
leader Tushar Thakur, YC
state secretary Bhavesh
Thakur and others were
present.

Adivasi Congress welcomes
Savitri Mandavi

On her oath as
Assembly member

CM also appreciat-
ed their progress in
the Bhent Mulaqat
program

Raipur, Jan 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
appreciated the spirit of the
soldiers posted on duty in
the interior areas of Bastar
zone at the New Year meet-
ing ceremony of the police
personnel organized in the
police line today.
Addressing the gathering,
Baghel said, ‘Despite many
challenges, our jawans are
discharging their duties
very well. The trust and se-
curity of the general public
has increased with their

prompt duty. This is our
biggest achievement.”

During the discussion
with the Chief Minister,
Sunaina Patel, a member of
Danteshwari Fighters, told
that she has been coming to
Raipur for the last 3 years to
attend the New Year meet-
ing and in these years, The
membership of
Danteshwari Fighters has
increased from 30 to 60. She
further said that she is
proud to work for the state
by taking on the responsi-
bility of important tasks
like Naxal patrolling, han-
dling of Naxal fronts and
opening of new camps. On
being asked by the Chief
Minister about her work,
she said that the people of
the region mostly come in
the camps for women’s
health related problems.
Ration shop, ambulance,
health centers and police
help center have been set up
in Kamaluru and interior
areas. On the request of
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel,
she spoke in Halbi dialect.
On which the Chief

Minister thanked her in
halbi dialect as well.

On the request of Chief
Minister, a jawan sang the
song “Mai Chhattisgarhiya
Hanv Re” by Chhattisgarh’s
popular lyricist Mr. Laxman
Masturia. The STF jawan
told that he has represented
the security work force in
the construction of 05
camps. He further informed
that positive response is
being received from the
local people everywhere to-
wards the security camps
and people are insisting on

setting up even more camps.
The main reason for this is
that we are providing treat-
ment through health camps
along with the construction
of roads from the camp and
reconstruction of schools.

The ASI of DRG who
came from Kondagaon dis-
trict informed that earlier
he was involved in Naxalite
activities. He joined DRG
under the rehabilitation
policy of Chhattisgarh
Government. On being
asked by Chief Minister
Baghel, he told that earlier

he had to wander in the for-
est but now he is leading a
happy life. There has been a
decrease in Naxalite inci-
dents due to the opening of
camps in remote and inac-
cessible areas. Poonam
Yadav, a woman member of
DRG told that she was in-
strumental in the construc-
tion of Potampalli and
Palaiguda camps in Sukma
district. She told that in the
initial phase of the con-
struction of the camp, the
local people first protested.
But now due to developmen-

tal works like barracks, toi-
lets, fencing, lights and road
construction , the fear of
the people has started re-
ducing.

DRG Jawan  Ram Lal
Netam posted in Bijapur in-
formed that camps have
been opened in Itepal and
Pusnar due to which there
has been a decrease in the
incidents of road cutting by
Naxalites. CRPF’s Ms.
Johnsy Jana said that CRPF
has been given an impor-
tant responsibility towards
the state’s security and they
work in cooperation with
the state police as well. The
road connectivity and facili-
ties have also increased in
the rural areas through the
camps. The trust of the
local people on the police
has increased. BSF Jawan
Mr. Prashant Chaturvedi
told that he has been posted
in the security of Raoghat
project since last 02 years.
The support and trust of the
local people has increased
towards the jawans than be-
fore. Contrary to the
Naxalite image, now the

view of outsiders towards
the state has also turned
positive. ITBP jawan Mr.
Rajesh Luthra appreciated
the cooperation being re-
ceived by the police force
and police superintendents
of the state. He thanked
ADG Mr. Vivekanand Sinha
and said that Mr. Sinha is al-
ways present to solve all our
needs and complaints and
also solves them within 48
hours.
Yoga camps are being or-

ganized in the villages
The jawans of the Border

Security Force said that
their team is committed to
fulfill the developmental as-
pirations of the people.
They established a new
record by operating rail-
ways in remote areas like
Antagarh.

Chief Constable of the
District Police Force
Narsing Rupendra Verma
told that his work is to pro-
vide first aid to the people in
the camps. They provide
yoga training to children,
old people and women along
with other sports  activities

by organizing camps in the
village. Anupama Kapoor
from Surguja informed that
the villagers are very happy
with the construction of
road between the remote re-
gions of Bhutahi and
Putang in Balrampur. The
police personnel and vil-
lagers actively participated
in door-to-door flag cam-
paign and also hoisted the
flag on the highest peak
Gourlata. She is also mak-
ing people aware about the
“Hamar Beti Humar Maan”
scheme. SDRF jawan Mr.
Jageshwar Dhivar said that
60 teams are deployed in the
state to deal with any kind if
emergency. She said to Mr.
Baghel that Under your
guidance, our team also
worked with full readiness
in the country’s longest res-
cue of a child named Rahul
which lasted for more than
100 hours. We also trained
1200 Aapda Mitras to deal
with floods and various nat-
ural calamities.
Appreciating their work,
the Chief Minister congrat-
ulated them.

‘Bastar’s Police security camps have become facility centres for the villagers’
Positive response from
the rural populace
towards police security
camps

Women members of
Danteshwari Fighters
are standing on the
Naxal front with full
promptness

Jawans shared their
experiences during the
discussion with CM



Korba, Jan 03: The
Assistant Teacher remain-
ing absent without prior
information and coming to
School in state of intoxica-
tion has been suspended.
Along with this the two
teachers who were not
coming to School for long
time have been asked to
stop the two-wage hike
and DEO has issued or-
ders in this regard on
Monday. As per the sus-
pension order issued,
Asst. Teacher (LB) Shyam
Kumar Parmar posted in
Govt Primary School
Sarsadeva was found ab-
sent for last many months
and as & when he used to
come, he was in state of
intoxication. In this re-
gard, as per letter from
the  Source Co-ordinator
of block hq’s office Korba
and complaint by Gram
Panchayat Shyang
Sarpanch and villagers,
it was found as the case of
serious indiscipline and
against the Chhattisgarh
Civil Service Act (Rule)
1965. Due to this under
rule 9 and 10 of CSC Act
(categorisation, control
and Appeal) 1966, the
Asst. teacher was sus-
pended. During the sus-
pension period he will be
attached to headquarter
in the office of BEO
Kartala and would con-
tinue to be eligible for get-
ting ‘Jeevan Nirvaha
Bhatta’. In the same way,
under Block Hq’s Korba,
an Asst. Teacher (LB)
posted in Govt. Primary
School Sarsadeva Patait
Singh Paikra is also hav-
ing complaint of being
absent for last many
months and coming to
school in intoxicated
state. In this regard, as
per letter from resource
co-ordinator Korba block

Hq’s and complaint by
Sarpanch Gram
Panchayt Shyang and
villagers, it was treated
as one falling under seri-
ous indiscipline and

against the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services Act 1965. On
this DEO directed to stop
two wage-hike of Patait
Singh Paikra.
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Dallirajhara, Jan 03:

The city’s largest State
Bank of India, located op-
posite Jain Bhavan
Chowk, Nagar Palika road
was sometimes back was
not even having a parking
place and at that time the
customers visiting the
bank used to face lots of
problems. At that time the
Police department of city
and Traffic police had to
issue challan to control
traffic. Many a time there
used to lot of controversy
between the customers
and police and finally they
had to pay penalty for
wrong parking.

So keeping in mind the
above problem of the cus-
tomers, SBI in order to
provide parking to the cus-
tomers and provide shade
during summer season,
got a parking space in the

cricket ground in the front
on 50X15 feet with help
from the then city admin-
istrator Shashi Dayanand.

For some time the bank
customers used to take full
benefit of this scheme and
during night hours it

turned out to be den for
the anti-socials and unem-
ployed indulging in liquor
and selling of ‘pakodas’
and ‘samosas’ below this
shed and earn a living for
their family.

Sometimes later few

other persons nearby spot-
ted it as a place to park
their vehicle and started
parking their vehicles on
daily basis and in this
there are many being
parked for last few months
and it is gathering thick
dust.

This issue was raised by
local citizens and bank
customers many times,
but till date no action has
been taken. Neither the po-
lice administration nor
the Bank management is
taking action on the own-
ers of these vehicles till
date.

All are basically looking
for their benefits and the
bank customers are still
facing the music of lack of
parking space, even after
having place reserved for
them nearby. So they are
forced to park their vehi-
cles now in front of the
Bank itself and it is lead-
ing to traffic-jam like situ-
ation and probably the
Bank’s management is
waiting for some accident
to take place that some ac-
tion might be taken and
then it may lead to some
solution to this long pend-
ing problem.

Space, shed for parking
being illegally used

 Is actually meant
for Bank’s 
customers; nearby
residents have 
illegally parked
their vehicles here

Bhond, Jan 03:

The finals of the 17-day
long ‘Kabaddi’ competi-
tion was held at Lal
Bahadur Shastri Stadium
in Nagar Panchayat
Bastar on the eve of New
Year and in this the host
Bastar Yodha defaeted
‘Fafani Bastar’ by 58-34
and won the title of
‘Bastar Kabaddi Mela-
2022’ in its favour.

At the concluding func-
tion, the chief guest and
patron of Kabaddi in
Bastar was Lakheshwar
Baghel and LS MP Deepak
Baiz. Both presented the
winning team ‘Bastar
Yodha’ with cash prize of
Rs 51000 and to the run-
ner’s up - Faffani Bastar
with cash prize of Rs 31000
and shining trophy.

For the third place in
the competition, Tungapal
team of Bakawand Block
defeated Young Star
Bastar team by 45-28 and
secured the third place.
Tungapal was presented
with cash prize of Rs 21000
and Young Star in the
fourth place with 11000 as
cah prize.

It is notable here that
under the patronship of
MLA Lakheshawr Baghel,
BCC Bastar and
Bakawant jointly organ-
ised this ‘Kabaddi’ compe-
tition from Dec 15 and in
this Kabaddi players from
64 teams got an opportuni-
ty to show their talent.

Extending New Year
greetings to both the win-
ning and runner’s up
team, MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel said that now
‘Kabaddi’ has become a
game of mental sports
and in this it is important
to gain points.

He said that be it sports
or life, discipline is of ut-
most importance and one
achieves success only be-
cause of it. He extended
greetings to the organis-

ing committee for suc-
cessful conduct of this
‘Kabaddi’ competition
and  said that in the New
Year there will be
‘Kabaddi’ competition or-
ganised for the girls at dis-

trict-level. Never seen
such a ‘Kabaddi’ competi-
tion: Baiz LS MP Deepak
Baiz hailed the organisa-
tion of such a massive
‘Kabaddi’ competition in
Bastar region and said
that Kabaddi is no longer
the game of power, but
that of mental techniques
and whichever player will
play it with discipline will
win the same.

He said that he is asso-
ciated with ‘Kabaddi’ for
long, but in life has never
seen such a huge competi-
tion till date and extended
greetings to all the organ-
izers and MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel for
holding it.

Bastar Yodha wins the 
final of ‘Kabaddi’ competition
 ‘Fafani Bastar’

emerge as runner’s up

One Asst. teacher suspended, another pay-hike stopped
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BRIEF

Arrested  
ii Chandigarh: The

Haryana State
Vigilance Bureau has
arrested an officer of
the state civil service
after an FIR was regis-
tered against him and
three of his family
members in a cheat-
ing and bribery case,
an agency spokesper-
son said here on
Tuesday. The accused
Haryana Civil Service
officer has been iden-
tified as Wakeel
Ahmed.

Injured 
ii Kaushambi: A sub-

inspector was injured
when a police team
that had gone to stop
construction work on
a disputed plot of land
in Uttar Pradesh’s
Kaushambi district
was pelted with stones
by a group of people,
an official said on
Tuesday. Three people
have been arrested in
connection with the
incident that occurred
in Arka Mahavirpur
village under Karari
police station area late
on Monday night, the
police official said.

Seized
ii Kolkata: Nine peo-

ple were arrested in
Kolkata for possess-
ing unaccounted
cash of around Rs 60
lakh, police said on
Tuesday. Acting on a
tip-off about the pres-
ence of a huge sum of
money meant for
hawala transactions,
the anti-rowdy sec-
tion of the detective
department of
Kolkata Police con-
ducted a raid in
Burrabazar area on
Monday evening.

Tearful adieu 
ii Jammu: The mortal

remains of six people
including two minor
cousins who were
killed in twin terror-
ist incidents in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri
district were given a
tearful and emotion-
al farewell as they
were cremated at
their native place on
Tuesday.

Lifer
ii Gonda: A local court

has sentenced a man
to rigorous imprison-
ment for life in con-
nection with a three-
year-old murder case.
The court has also im-
posed a fine of Rs
50,000 on the convict,
identified as Surendra
Chauhan. The case
dates back to the
October 2019 murder
of one Alpana Tiwari,
Assistant District
Government Advocate
Abhinav Chaturvedi
said.

Quit
ii Chennai: Actor-politi-

cian Gayathri
Raguramm, who was
suspended from the
BJP in November last
year, announced on
Tuesday that she is re-
signing from the party
and claimed that
women are not safe in
the Tamil Nadu unit
as “nobody cares
about true karyakar-
tas”.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi with supporters
during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, in East Delhi,
Tuesday.

Aurangabad, Jan 03 (PTI) 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party will win the
Aurangabad Lok Sabha seat
in Maharashtra by a mar-
gin of 2 lakh votes in 2024
polls, a senior leader has
said implying the party is
keen to take on Shiv Sena
(UBT) which has represent-
ed this constituency multi-
ple times.

Speaking to reporters
after BJP president JP
Nadda addressed a rally in
Aurangabad city on
Monday night, state BJP

chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will also hold a

rally in Aurangabad, but did-
n’t give a specific date.

“The BJP will win the
Aurangabad Lok Sabha seat
by a margin of 2 lakh votes,”
Bawankule told reporters.
Nadda addressed two rallies
in Chandrapur and
Aurangabad cities as part of
the BJP’s plan to win 18 “diffi-
cult” seats it has identified in
Maharashtra out of 160 tar-
geted constituencies across
the country in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, BJP leaders
had said. Aurangabad Lok
Sabha constituency was rep-
resented by the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena mul-
tiple times before it was
wrested by the Asaduddin

Owaisi-led All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) in 2019. BJP sources
had said Amit Shah will trav-
el to as many as 11 states this
month as part of his party’s
“Lok Sabha Prawas” pro-
gramme, which is aimed at
boosting its prospects in tar-
geted parliamentary con-
stituencies ahead of the gen-
eral elections in 2024.

When asked about some
people leaving the venue of
Nadda’s rally in Aurangabad
while he was present on the
stage, Bawankule said they
might have left as the rally
was delayed by four hours
and due to the water supply
timings in the city.

‘BJP will win Aurangabad
LS seat by 2 lakh votes’

Chandrashekhar Bawankule

p In 2024

COLD WINTER MORNING

People wearing woollen clothes on a cold winter day, in Lucknow, Tuesday.

Bhopal, Jan 03 (PTI) 

The Madhya Pradesh
government announced
on Tuesday that it will pro-
vide plots of land free of
cost to the families which
do not own a house.

The announcement by
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan at a cabi-
net meeting came when
Assembly elections are
only a year away in the
BJP-ruled state.

The scheme, named the
Mukhyamantri Bhu
Adhikar Yojna, will be in-
troduced in Tikamgarh
district from Wednesday
and later in other parts of
the state, he was quoted as
saying in an official re-
lease.

“When I visited
Tikamgarh during the
election campaign in

Prithvipur Assembly
seat, some people stopped
me and said they do not
have a house to live in,”
Chouhan said.

When he asked where
they were currently liv-
ing, they said they lived
in their ancestral homes,
but with the size of the
family growing, there
was no room for all the
members and they took
turns to sleep inside, the
CM said.

This prompted him to
come up with the scheme,
he said.

Initially 10,500 families
in Tikamgarh district
will be given plots of land
worth a total of Rs 120
crore. The plots will be al-
lotted in the name of both
husband and wife, and no
premium will be charged,
Chouhan said.

MP govt to provide plots of
land free to poor families

HC quashes FIR against dog owner 

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

Taking note of a settle-
ment between the parties,
the Delhi High Court has
quashed an FIR registered
against a dog owner after
the pet bit his neighbour’s
daughter and he allegedly
assaulted the victim and
her family following an al-
tercation over the issue.

The court recorded the
petitioner dog owner’s un-
dertaking that he will be
“careful in nature regard-
ing the maintenance of
dogs”, and observed no
purpose would be served if
the criminal proceedings
are allowed to continue in
spite of a compromise.

The court, however, im-
posed a cost of Rs 20,000 on
the petitioner and asked

him to deposit the money
in the Advocate Welfare
Fund of the High Court of
Delhi.

“The present case is that
of a dispute between the
neighbours. The com-
plainant has stated that
both parties have been re-
siding adjacent to each
other for the last about 20
years. She states that she
has graciously forgiven
the accused and parties
are now having cordial re-
lations.The petitioner/ac-
cused, in court, has under-
taken that he will be care-
ful in nature regarding the
maintenance of dogs,”
said Justice Dinesh
Kumar Sharma in an
order. “Accordingly, the
case FIR No.69/2018 under
Sections 289 (Negligent
conduct with respect to an-
imal)/323 (Punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt)
/337 (Causing hurt by act

endangering life or per-
sonal safety of others)/34
(Common intention) IPC
registered at Police
Station Jagat Puri and all
the proceedings emanat-
ing therefrom are
quashed,” the court or-
dered

It directed the petitioner
to pay the cost of Rs 20,000
imposed on him within
two weeks.

The petitioner, while
seeking the quashing of
the FIR, informed the
court that the an amicable
settlement was reached
with the intervention of
well-wishers and it was
agreed that both parties
shall make harmony in
the area and have no griev-
ances against each other.

The FIR was lodged on a
statement of the mother of
the girl who was allegedly
bitten by the petitioner’s
dog.

p For pet biting 
neighbour

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

The body of the 20-year-
old woman, who was killed
after being hit and dragged
by a car here, was handed
over to her family mem-
bers on Tuesday, officials
said. The body was handed
over after the autopsy was
conducted at the Maulana
Azad Medical College in
central Delhi, following
which family members
proceeded for cremation.

The woman, killed in the
early hours of New Year
after her scooter was hit by
a car, was dragged for 12
kilometres under the vehi-
cle on the city’s roads, ac-
cording to the police. Five
men who were allegedly in
the car have been booked
for culpable homicide

among other sections.
The victim’s uncle said,

“We have received her
body. The final rites will be
conducted on Tuesday
evening in the Aman
Vihar area. We saw the
post-mortem report and
we are satisfied with it.”

Sources said that doc-
tors who conducted the
autopsy have opined
that there were no in-
jury marks on her pri-
vate parts. Shock and
haemorrhage due to in-
jury to the head, spine
and lower limbs led to
the death of the woman,
according to a prelimi-
nary autopsy report
which also indicated
“no injury suggestive of
sexual assault,” police
said on Tuesday.

Kanjhawala Case

Victim’s body handed
over to family members

PROTEST RALLY

Members of All Odisha Anganwadi Ladies Workers Association take out a procession

rally towards Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik’s residence during their demon-

stration, in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

‘Warehouse drones’ for
warehouse management,
‘Reaper drones’ for mili-
tary and law enforce-
ment and ‘Ornithopter’
based on the design of
birds for surveillance in
tight spaces are among
the various drones devel-
oped by the aeromodel-
ling club at IIT-
Guwahati.

The club is encourag-
ing students to harness
creativity, technology
and innovation in aero-
modelling and develop
smart drones with an
easy interface for com-
mon people, an official
said.

“The club has devel-
oped different types of
drones, including
‘Warehouse drones’ for
warehouse management,
‘Reaper drones’ for mili-

tary and law enforce-
ment, ‘Ornithopter’
based on the design of
birds that can be used for
surveillance in tight
spaces, for wildlife pho-
tography, and ‘RAVEN’,
an indigenously devel-
oped VTOL (Vertical
Takeoff and Landing) ca-
pable fixed-winged air-
craft,” said Chivukula
Vasudeva Sastri, a pro-
fessor at the Department
of Chemistry, the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Guwahati.

“Apart from these proj-
ects, students have also
developed a drone capa-
ble of firing at targets
with high precision. The
firing mechanism is de-
signed in such a way that
it returns to its previous
position waiting for the
pilot’s command for the
next firing,” he added.

Sastri explained that

in a real-world scenario,
warehouses were one of
the most difficult places
to maintain with various
repetitive tasks such as
inventory management
or moving objects to dif-
ferent places.

Any failure in doing
these tasks on time can
cause heavy financial
losses. To avoid human
inefficiency, the innova-
tors have developed a
drone to eliminate such
labour-intensive duties
that involve time con-
suming repetitive physi-
cal work.

“With a little bit of
tweaking in the pro-
gram, for future scope,
the utility of the drone
can be modified from un-
derstanding the flow of
water in agricultural
lands to delivery of
goods within a city by
using line following algo-

rithms along roads, it
can also be used for
faster identification of
items in the inventory of
industries,” Sastri said.

‘Reaper’ is an indige-
nously developed un-
manned aerial vehicle
designed primarily for
military and law enforce-
ment use such as pa-
trolling, target identifica-
tion and tracking, among
others.

“The drone can also be
used during natural dis-
asters like floods or
earthquakes, helping dis-
aster management teams
search for
injured/trapped people
by making use of hyper-
spectral imaging.

Another use is that it
can collect data on ani-
mals in any national
parks/wildlife sanctuar-
ies and study their be-
haviour,” Sastri added.

IIT-Guwahati develops drone for warehouse
management, military and law enforcement

Malda (WB), Jan 03 (PTI) 

Just a few days after its
inaugural run, the
Howrah-New Jalpaiguri
Vande Bharat Express
was pelted with stones in
West Bengal’s Malda dis-
trict.

The incident prompted
the BJP to demand an NIA
investigation into the inci-
dent, while the Trinamool
Congress hinted at a “con-
spiracy to defame the
state”.

No injuries, however,
were reported in the inci-
dent that took place near
Kumarganj railway sta-
tion, around 50 km from
Malda town, on Monday
evening, a Railway official
said.

The glass door of coach
number C13 of 22303
Vande Bharat Express
was damaged in the inci-

dent, he said.
Kumarganj falls under

the jurisdiction of the
Katihar division of the
Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR).

The train was not
stopped mid-way after the
incident took place at 5.10
pm on Monday and it halt-
ed at its designated stop-
page at Malda Town rail-
way station, the official
said.

Malda Town railway
station Government
Railway Police (GRP) IC
Prashant Rai said that
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) is investigating the
matter.

The train was flagged-
off virtually by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
from Howrah station on
December 30.

West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar
alleged that those involved
in anti-CAA protests in
2019 were involved in the
ransacking of the train.

“It is shameful that

Vande Bharat express is
being attacked or ran-
sacked in no other state.
The state government will
do nothing against the
perpetrators to secure its
vote bank,” he said.

Leader of Opposition in
West Bengal Assembly
and BJP leader Suvendu
Adhikari wondered
whether the incident was
“revenge” for the raising
of ‘Jai Shree Ram’ slogans
at the inaugural function
in Howrah station.

“Unfortunate & sicken-
ing. Stones pelted at
India’s pride Vande
Bharat Express in WB’s
Malda district. Is this re-
venge for ‘Jai Shree Ram’
chants on the Inaugural
day? I urge @PMOIndia &
@RailMinIndia to han-
dover the probe to
@NIA_India & punish the
p e r p e t r a t o r s .
@AshwiniVaishnaw,” he
tweeted.

Reacting to BJP’s allega-
tions, TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said it was a

“conspiracy” to defame
the state government.

“ We don’t know who is
involved in it. The police
and railway officials are
looking into it. We suspect
that the BJP is trying to
politicise the issue,” he
said.

BJP workers had raised
‘Jai Shree Ram’ slogans
during the inauguration
programme following
which Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee refused
to get up on the dais from
where the train was
flagged off.

The incident had creat-
ed a major controversy,
with the TMC taking ex-
ception to the raising of
“political slogans” at a
government programme,
made more solemn by the
death of the mother of the
prime minister, while the
BJP tried to downplay the
incident, with Vaishnaw
saying that nothing had
occurred to cause any
angst as party workers
often raise slogans.

Vande Bharat pelted with stones in Malda
BJP,TMC engage 

in slugfest

Jammu, Jan 03 (PTI) 

Authorities on Tuesday
imposed night curfew on
a kilometre-long stretch
along the International
Border in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Samba district
to ensure better area
domination by BSF
troops, according to an of-
ficial order.

The step was taken in
view of the threat of
cross-border infiltration
and smuggling of
weapons through drones
in the present foggy
weather, it stated.

The order issued by the
district magistrate
Anuradha Gupta banned
the movement of civil-
ians from 9 PM to 6 AM in
area up to one kilometer
from the International
Border (IB) in Samba dis-
trict. “No person or
group of persons shall

move in the area up to
one kilometer along the
International Border in
district Samba from 2100
hrs to 0600 hour during
the night,” the order 
stated.

During a meeting of
the district-level standing
committee, authorities of
the Border Security
Force took up the issue of
imposition of night cur-
few on a kilometre-long
strip from IBr from 9 pm
to 6 am daily, enabling
them to perform their du-
ties more effective, the
order said.

To ensure smooth func-
tioning, better domina-
tion by BSF authorities
and to preclude nefarious
activities close to the bor-
der areas, the regulation
in the movement of peo-
ple has become immi-
nent, particularly in the
area from the
International Border, it
said. “It is felt by district
administration, that it is

expedient that the move-
ment of people in border
areas is regulated so that
there is better area domi-
nation by BSF in border
area and nefarious de-
signs of forces inimical to
Indian security are sub-
verted,” DM said in the
order.

She said in case move-
ment is necessary, the
person or persons are re-
quired to produce their
respective ID cards to
BSF and police authori-
ties. “Any person found
violating the aforemen-
tioned order shall be
dealt with in accordance
with law. Since it is not
possible to serve the
order individually, it is
being issued ex-parte”,
DM said. This order shall
come into force with im-
mediate effect and shall
remain in force for a peri-
od of two months from
the date of its issuance, if
not withdrawn or /re-
scinded earlier.

Night curfew imposed along IB
p In J-K’s Samba
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Jerusalem, Jan 03 (PTI):

Reena Vinod
Pushkarna, a celebrity
chef, restaurateur, entre-
preneur and a close friend
of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
his wife Sara, was among
the 21 recipients of this
year’s prestigious Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Award
(PBSA).

Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award is the
highest honour conferred
on overseas Indians dur-
ing the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas Convention, which
will be held between
January 8 and 10 in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh.
These awards were an-
nounced on Monday.

Reena is a key figure in
the India-Israel business
and cultural arena.

She was part of a high-
profile team who pre-
pared the dishes when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited Israel in
2017. Born in 1958 to an
Indian Army officer fa-
ther and an Iraqi-Jewish
mother, Reena immi-
grated to Israel in 1983
with husband Vinod,

when India and Israel did
not have full-fledged diplo-
matic relations.

“I am proud of my her-
itage. Mine has been an ef-
fort to connect people and
in the process I have also
been witness to all the
milestones in the evolu-
tion of the strong ties be-

tween India and Israel,”
Reena told PTI.

“My husband, Vinod,
has been the most impor-
tant and consistent pillar
of strength in this whole
journey and all this
would not have been pos-
sible without him,” she
added.

Indian-origin friend of PM
Netanyahu conferred with Pravasi

Bharatiya Samman Award

Vienna, Jan 03 (PTI):

China did not observe
agreements with India on
border issues and that is
why there is a “tense situa-
tion” between the two
neighbours, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has pointed
out as he explained how
Beijing tried to “unilater-
ally change LAC”.

During an interview to
Austria’s national broad-
caster ORF on Monday,
Jaishankar said India had

agreements with China
not to mass force in the
border areas.

However, China did not
observe those agreements,
“which is why we have the
currently tense situation
that we do”, he said while
responding to a question.

“We had an agreement
not to unilaterally change
the Line of Control (LAC),
which they (China) have
tried to unilaterally do,”
he said.

Replying to a counter
question on what if China

also says that India did not
observe the agreements,
Jaishankar said it’s diffi-
cult for Beijing to say that
as the “record is very
clear”.

“Today, there is a lot of
transparency in satellite
pictures. If we see who
moved the forces to the
border areas first, I think
the record is very clear. So,
it is very difficult for
China to say what you
have suggested they
could,” Jaishankar said.

Indian and Chinese

troops clashed along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the Tawang sec-
tor of Arunachal Pradesh
on December 9 and the
face-off resulted in “minor
injuries to a few personnel
from both sides”, accord-
ing to the Indian Army.

It is the first major clash
between the Indian and
Chinese armies since the
fierce face-off in the
Galwan Valley in June
2020 that marked the most
serious military conflict
between the two sides in
decades.

The ties between the two
countries froze since then
with India making it clear
that peace and tranquillity
at the border is the sine
qua non for the overall de-
velopment of bilateral
ties.

The two countries have
held 17 rounds of talks so
far to resolve the standoff.

Jaishankar arrived in
Austria from Cyprus on
the second leg of his two-
nation tour.

This is the first EAM-
level visit from India to
Austria in the last 27
years, and it takes place
against the backdrop of 75
years of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two
countries in 2023.

China didn’t observe
agreements with India on
border issue: Jaishankar

External Affiars Minister S Jaishankar with Foreign Ministers Alexander Schallenberg of
Austria, Jan Lipavský of Czech Republic and Rastislav Kácer of Slovak Republic during a
meeting in the Slavkov format, in Vienna.

JOE BIDEN WITH FAMILY

First lady Jill Biden and granddaughter Natalie Biden, left, walk, as her daughter Ashley Biden, far back, kisses her

father President Joe Biden, as they arrive together at Andrews Air Force Base, Md.,  Pres. Biden is returning to the

White House after spending a week with family on St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Islamabad, Jan 03 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan
on Tuesday announced
early closure of markets
and wedding halls as part
of a raft of measures
under the energy conser-
vation plan as the govern-
ment struggled to revive
the economy.

Briefing the media after
a meeting of the cabinet
which approved the
National Energy
Conservation Plan to save
energy and decrease de-
pendence on imported oil,
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif said markets would
close at 8.30pm while wed-
ding halls would shut

doors by 10.00pm respec-
tively, which will “save us
Rs 60 billion”.

Announcing more meas-
ures, he said that manufac-
turing of incandescent
bulbs would be stopped
from February 1 while pro-
duction of inefficient fans
would be stopped from
July. He said these meas-
ures would help to save an-
other Rs22 billion.

The government would
also make the use of coni-
cal geysers mandatory
within a year, which by
using less gas would save
Rs 92 billion, and alterna-
tive use of street lights
would save another Rs 4
billion.

Asif said that all gov-
ernment buildings and of-
fices would also reduce
use of energy under the
plan and a policy to work
from home would also be
completed in up to 10 days.

“No lights were on in
the cabinet meeting today.
The meeting was held in
full sunlight,” he said, pro-
viding an example for the
country to follow.

Asif also said that the
cabinet planned to con-
serve 30 per cent of the
electricity used by govern-
ment departments, which
would save Rs62 billion.

In another step, Asif
said that electric motorcy-
cles would be introduced

by the end of this year to
help cut the import of fuel.

“The plan to save energy
is being enforced immedi-
ately and the cabinet will
monitor it,” he said.

Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman
who accompanied the de-
fence minister at the press
conference said the plan
would also help to tackle
the climate change issue.

“The world has been fol-
lowing this plan for a
while and it is imperative
for us to change our
habits,” she said and asked
businesses to cooperate.

The measures to save
energy come a day after
the National Security

Committee agreed that the
revival of the economy is
essential for national secu-
rity. Pakistan’s economic
situation is facing “severe
headwinds” with inflation
being forecast to stay high
between 21-23 per cent and
the country’s fiscal deficit
widening by more than 115
per cent in the first four
months (July-October) of
the current fiscal year.

Pakistan’s Ministry of
Finance in its Monthly
Economic Update and
Outlook last week said
that the economic growth
is likely to remain below
the budgeted target in
FY23 due to devastation
caused by floods.

Cash-strapped Pakistan announces early closure
of markets, wedding halls to save energy

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Prime Minister of
Israel Benjamin Netanyahu, his wife Sara Netanyahu and
celebrity chef Reena Pushkarna. (File Photo).

Kyiv, Jan 03 (AP):

Russia is preparing to
step up its attacks on
Ukraine using Iranian-
made exploding drones,
according to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, as Moscow
looks for ways to keep up
the pressure on Kyiv after
months of battlefield set-
backs for the Kremlin’s
war strategy.

“We have information
that Russia is planning a
prolonged attack by
Shaheds (exploding
drones),” Zelenskyy said
in his nightly video ad-
dress late Monday.

He said the goal is to
break Ukraine’s resist-
ance by “exhausting our
people, (our) air defense,
our energy,” more than 10
months after Russia invad-
ed its neighbor.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin is explor-
ing how to shore up confi-
dence in Moscow’s flawed
war effort, which in recent
months has been dented
by a Ukrainian counterof-
fensive backed by
W e s t e r n - s u p p l i e d
weapons. That has
brought criticism in some
Russian circles of the mili-
tary’s performance.

In the latest embarrass-

ment for the Kremlin,
Ukrainian forces fired
rockets at a facility in the
eastern Donetsk region
where Russian soldiers
were stationed, killing 63
of them. It was one of the
deadliest attacks on the
Kremlin’s forces since
the war began more than
10 months ago.

Ukraine’s Western-re-
inforced air defenses
have made it difficult for
Russian warplanes to
carry out missile strikes.
The Iranian-made ex-
ploding drones are a
cheap weapon which also
spreads fear among
troops and civilians. The

United States and its al-
lies have sparred with
Iran over Tehran’s role in
allegedly supplying
Moscow with the drones.

The Institute for the
Study of War said that
Putin is looking to
strengthen support for
his strategy among key
voices in Russia.

“Russia’s air and mis-
sile campaign against
Ukraine is likely not
generating the
Kremlin’s desired infor-
mation effects among
Russia’s nationalists,”
the think tank said late
Monday.

“Such profound mili-

tary failures will contin-
ue to complicate Putin’s
efforts to appease the
Russian pro-war commu-
nity and retain the domi-
nant narrative in the do-
mestic information
space,” it added.

Zelenskyy warned that
in the coming weeks,
“the nights may be quite
restless.”

Russia plans tactical shift using more drones: Ukraine 

PP orn addiction is rampant today.
Don’t we think that parents

should have more quality conversation
with their children instead of keeping
it bottled up. If they open up, then chil-
dren feel easy to communicate with
them without a fear of being judged.
More and more disturbed parents and
spouses have been seeking help, and
there is even a growing concern in
schools. It hurts child’s spirit and
infects mind with unclean thoughts.
Pornography consumption is not
something that can easily be stopped.
Once the appetite for it has developed,
it actually increases. Recently the
Central Bureau of Investigation has
smashed an international child
pornography racket, being run for the
past two years through a WhatsApp
group that had 119 members from 18
countries. Porn or no porn should be
decided by the common man and not
by a bunch of bureaucrats.

Pornography has existed for cen-
turies and there has been a debate
about whether pornography is socially
or morally acceptable but as it involves
adults, there is no law that is broken.
But when children are involved in sex-
ual exploitation, pornography is open-
ly regarded to be a heinous crime in
multiple nations. Adolescence goes
downhill when there are too many
restrictions. When obscenity becomes
a commodity, it threatens to corrode
the very bedrock of ethics on which a
healthy society is founded. In such
cases, sex education should be made
compulsory for students before they
reach puberty so that they understand
sex and its functionality. Many schools
focus exclusively on academics, pay-

ing little attention to effective counsel-
ing of adolescents. There has to be a
policy to reduce the focus in the area
of sex in general if our women and
children are to be protected globally.
At an individual level, pornography
addiction, including ‘cyber porn addic-
tion’ is one of the most notorious prob-
lems associated with pornography use
today. Child pornography is a real and
pressing problem that exists on local,
national and international levels. Child
Protection Act, 2012 provides protec-
tion to children from sexual assault,
harassment and pornography. In this
Act, Section 13 makes use of children
for pornographic purposes a criminal
offence that can lead to being jailed
for up to five years. The world of inter-
net and social media appeals the child
a lot and because of this young mind
does not give a second thought on the
dark side of that world. With the inter-
net making its way into phones, people
now don't even care about who is sit-
ting next to them. The government has
already told the Supreme Court that
there cannot be a complete ban on
Internet pornography in the country
and legal actions are also not possible
in a large number of cases. 

The only way out is for parents to
spend their free time interacting with
their children instead of watching bor-
ing television soaps. The influence of
cinema and television on our impres-
sionable youth cannot be under esti-
mated. There are so many other
movies that have explicit scenes bor-
dering on soft porn. At times, there are
even advertisements for safe sex or
use of condoms which depict young
girls and boys. We all know of scientif-

ically proven bad effects of porn films.
They tear families apart, objectify
women and pollute children’s mind.
Today the children addicted to pornog-
raphy brings about various changes in
values, attitudes, development and
also gives rise to unwanted health
issues. There are children who use to
take money from their parents saying
that need to download some study
material from Internet to complete
their homework, but instead spend
them watching porn clippings at the
cafes. It is a part of socialization seems
to be a difficult proposition to accept
as it is a by-product of child sexual
abuse. It has become very important
that people talk about child pornogra-
phy so as to raise awareness of the
implications of such crimes in our soci-
ety. Peer pressure is also a cause of
child pornography. It is high time that
child pornography is dealt with sepa-
rately.

Children being weak, gentle and
meek should be protected from the
world of criminals, shady people, and
negative people and so on. These vul-
nerable kids fall prey to the predators
of child abuse, child trafficking, child
pornography etc. Sex Education today
is both timely and apt as the impor-
tance of sex education cannot be
overemphasized. Unfortunately, we do
not take sex education seriously
because there exists a huge communi-
cation gap between the political lead-
ership and the scientific community.
Schools are ideal places where stu-
dents can get answers to basic ques-
tions on sex. 

With teenage pregnancies and
abortions on the rise, and an increase
in the number of those affected by
AIDS, sex education for children is a
must. Because of the conservative cul-
ture that exists in our society, children
find it difficult to discuss sex with their
parents or teachers. Due to lack of
information and the cultural barrier,
many of them become easy prey of
pedophiles. 

It is necessary to prevent children
from learning from bad peers and
obscene books about sex. A holistic
approach should be adapted to sex
education by making available stan-
dard textbooks on the Internet for the

middleclass children also. Banning
pornography is not a solution. Sex edu-
cation would help students develop
personal values and understand inter-
personal relationships as they explore
their own sexuality. When sexual
abuse comes from all quarter’s viz. rel-
atives, colleagues and strangers, it is
mandatory to teach the children how
to overcome and protect themselves
from such contingencies than about
sex.

There is also an urgent need to keep
the young informed of the measures to
protect themselves against sexual
exploitation. Effective counseling as
an inclusive aspect in schools will lead
to the overall wellbeing and healthy
development of the child.
Participatory sex education will pro-
vide the impetus for discussion and
discourage prejudices. Academicians
and policymakers should evolve a syl-
labus that is relevant to the changing
times.

The hesitation to discuss sex in
open classrooms can be overcome if
women teachers teach girls and male
teachers educate boys. Other schools
in the city should make sex education
part of the curriculum to avoid such
misinformation and restrict child
abuse. There must be a check on their
activities by the parents while using
net. They must also be made aware of
the pros and cons of the high tech
modern world and social media. It is
important to develop an understand-
ing of the problem so that laws are
made and implemented to curb child
pornography and the rights are given
to children are actually practiced.

The Indian cyber law needs to be
amended and made more effective to
curb access, use, transmission and
publishing of porn. Also, cyber educa-
tion and etiquette need to be inculcat-
ed in school curriculum to sensitize
children about the huge porn content
available and how they should protect
themselves from it. People should be
educated to note the behavioural
changes of the children and find out
the reasons for abuses to save the
child from trauma which may be pro-
longed. Sex education as a part of cur-
riculum will create awareness and a
healthier India.
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Politics of religion
The dignified and justified offence
taken by Mamata Banerjee on
hearing shrill cries of "Jai Shri
Ram" directed at her prompt the
BJP leaders to ask in "wonder" - - -
"What's wrong in taking God's
name?" May I humbly ask those
leaders what would be their exact
reaction if a section of public start
chanting "Allahu Akbar" in an offi-
cial  function organised by the NDA
government. Hope the BJP leaders
also wouldn't find anything wrong
in that call to Almighty as it means
"God is Greater". It also gets ques-
tioned why does Banerjee feel dis-
turbed by the chants of Lord Ram.
Leaving aside the fact of the slo-
gan's deep communal association
with muscle flexing of rabid
Hindutva, Babri Masjid demolition
and blatant Muslim bashing
(thereby assaulting the divine
name of Lord Ram); can it be asked
why do the BJP fanatics invoke this
slogan exactly when Banerjee
arrive at the podium/dias. Will we
have to believe that the saffron
brigade visualise Lord Ram within
Mamata Banerjee - - -  whom they
love to hate mock and taunt so
much throughout the year. BJP
leaders would naturally not find
any communalism and hatred
embedded within "Jai Shri Ram" ;
however, the least they can do is to
stand up and admit in a straight-
forward fashion that they direct
this slogan at Banerjee just to
humiliate and belittle her.
However, it is too much to expect
such courage of honesty on the
part of BJP supporters who are
heartless and uncivilised enough
to religiously and openly taunt not
only a Chief minister in her own
land, but also a noble lady.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Right or wrong!
The Supreme Court (SC) in a 4:1
majority verdict upheld the Modi
government's (or the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s) 2016
decision to demonetise the Rs 1,000
and Rs 500 denomination notes,
saying the decision-making process
was not flawed. Though majority
judges admitted that to them its
'Not relevant whether objective
achieved or not'. Though I agree
with the lone dissenting Judge
Justice BV Nagarathna, the note ban
decision was well-intentioned and
well-thought-off as it targeted evils
such as black money, terror funding,
and counterfeiting. Even the Justice
SA Nazeer lead bench, also compris-
ing justices BR Gavai, AS Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian, said the
Centre's decision-making process
could not have been flawed as there
was consultation between the RBI
and the Union government.  But the
big question was did the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) apply its inde-
pendent application of mind?
Never, because the Modi govern-
ment only requested RBI's opinion,
which cannot be said to be a recom-
mendation. It’s a pity that the osten-
sibly learned judges need to apply
some practical thinking whether or
not Demonetisation (Demo) was
right or wrong. The whole of India
knows that Demo has been a disas-
ter. and never felt the pains of
exchanging banned notes, making
Many people lose their hard-earned
money and lives during note ban.
It’s been done and black money has-
n’t vanished nor has currency circu-
lation reduced. Looks like one more
talking point in the media only. One
way good as executive powers
weren’t questioned. Let’s hope for
no more bans of any kind unless it’s
mandated by people i.e., after dis-
cussions in both houses of parlia-
ment not only two to three persons.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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Army jawans take part in a parade during a dress rehearsal ahead of Army Day, at MEG & Centre in Bengaluru, Tuesday, Jan. 3.

ARMY DAY  REHEARSAL

It is a pity that the government could not think of a better “new year gift
for the country’s poor” than continuing to feed 81.35 crore Indians with
free food grains for another year till December 31, 2023, under a 10-year-
old National Food Security Act (NFSA), at a cost of over Rs.200,000 crore.
In the process, the government admits that India’s poverty level contin-
ues to increase with the growth of its population. The union government
enacted NFSA in July, 2013, giving legal entitlement to 67 percent of the
population — 75 percent in rural areas and 50 per cent in urban areas —
to receive highly subsidised food grains. India’s population was 128.13
crore then.  The free ration scheme was started by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in April 2020 under ‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) to help the country’s 67 percent poor population
whose livelihoods were shuttered by a national lockdown to contain the
spread of coronavirus. It was certainly a very thoughtful move on the
government’s part at that point of time. There were four phases of lock-
downs (between 25 March 2020 and 31 May 2020), and two unlock peri-
ods (1 June–31 July 2020) in India. By 2021, life  nearly turned normal.
However, giving-away anything for free is easy. It generally makes recip-
ients highly happy. But, freebees carry a risk factor. Their withdrawal
could make the donor quite unpopular among the gift recipients. The
free food grains scheme was extended through the entire 2021 and 2022
probably because a number of India’s states, including West Bengal,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Assam, Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat, went for legislative assembly elections. The exten-
sion of PMGKAY through 2023 may have also made sense for the
Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled national government as nine more states
are due for assembly elections during this year. One will not be surprised
if the scheme is even run through the next year, when the national elec-
tion is due along with seven state assembly polls. The PMJKAY seems to
have assumed a new purpose: that is to deny the opposition parties of
taking advantage of a possible withdrawal syndrome among poor voters
who will be deprived of free rations. In the process, the real issue lead-
ing to the enactment of NFSA appears to have gotten lost. Meanwhile,
the government doles in support of the country’s so-called poor, repre-
sented by a static percentage (67 percent) of the population that’s grow-
ing every day, every month and every year, have overtaken its intention
to eradicate poverty. When NFSA was enacted in July 2013, less than a
year before the 2014 Lok Sabha election, the country’s population was
128 crore. And, at 67 percent, it covered some 85 crore population.
Interestingly, the act did not help the Congress party win the 2014
national election.  Now, India’s population is nearly 141.4 crore. That rais-
es the number of the poor under the NFSA definition to 94.47 crore and
not 81.35 crore as computed by the PMGKAY implementing authority.
Under NFSA, food grains were to be made available at highly subsidised
prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice, wheat and coarse grains respectively
for an initial period of three years from the date of commencement of the
Act (July 13, 2013). Thereafter, prices were to be fixed by the union gov-
ernment from time to time. The government decided to continue with the
above-mentioned subsidised prices under NFSA despite inflation and ris-
ing high open market prices of food grains. Sadly, NFSA has always been
used as a political tool by the ruling parties in both the union and state
governments. It operates more like an election agenda to reward the
poor. Poverty eradication received less priority from the government.
This explains why so many so-called poverty eradication schemes have
failed to make a dent on the number of the poor under NFSA over the
years. The schemes include the National Food for Work Programme;
Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana; Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar
Yojana; Indira Awaas Yojana for Rural Housing; Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act; Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana;
Rural Employment Generation Programme; Prime Minister’s Rozgar
Yojana; Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana; Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
– Urban (PMAY-U); Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G) and
Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana. While PMAY-U is a flagship
union government mission implemented by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, PMAY-G was introduced to boost the “Housing for All”
scheme by the end of 2022. The main aim of the PMAY-G scheme is to
provide brick-built houses with some of the basic amenities. The scheme
has already missed the execution deadline. It continues through the cur-
rent year. In fact, none of the schemes achieved their prescribed lofty
goals. High rates of rural and urban unemployment continue.  According
to a study, nearly 33 percent of India’s educated youth are unemployed
due to a lack of future skills. Addressing these issues are much tougher
than providing free or highly subsidised food grains to an overwhelming
number of India’s population (67 percent) helping politicisation of pover-
ty. Interestingly, the government’s new education policy, based on “four
pillars which are access, equity, quality and accountability,” does not
address those burning issues leading to joblessness and poverty. 

RRaajjeennddeerr  KKuummaarr  SShhaarrmmaa

Recently, the Jharkhand government has declared Shri Sammed Shikharji,
Giridih, a holy and religious place of Jainism as a tourist place, it may be
known that this religious place is the center of faith of both Digambar and
Shwetambar sects.  It is also called Nirvana Bhoomi of 20 out of 24
Tirthankaras of Jainism.  Expressing its objection, the Jain community has
opposed the decision of the Jharkhand government. The above episode
has forced us to think that we should try to define tourist place and reli-
gious place properly. The subject is not the decision of any particular state
government, but it is a general important issue which is related to our
beliefs. First of all, there is a dire need to define tourist place and religious
place separately. Tourists go to tourist places only with the intention of
roaming around, that is, leaving the restrictions of daily life, they go out
of the house to enjoy the natural beauty of nature without any hindrance
for some time. In tourism, a person would not want to follow any kind of
restrictions and rules, such as ban on non-veg food, prohibition of enter-
ing a particular place by wearing shoes and slippers, expectation of a dis-
ciplined life, etc. are some of the standards that differentiate tourism
from a religious place. It won't be fair to call religious places as tourist
places because people go to religious places  of their faith, stay there to
meditate, follow a restrained life, stay away from the evils of their daily
life for some time etc.  In the present context, it would be appropriate to
say here that all religious places can be tourist places as well, but all
tourist places cannot be religious places. At present, people have consid-
ered religious places as tourist places. This is the reason why unneces-
sarily there is always  crowd at religious places. Pilgrim visits a religious
place for a religious purpose, so the pilgrim has no option but to go to the
religious place. But it is not necessary that the tourist also had to go to the
religious place for sightseeing. If he wants, he can go to any other desti-
nation for tourism. For example, if someone wants to spend time on the
beach, then it is not necessary to go to Dwarka or Rameswaram only.
Because apart from these two beach tourist places, many more will be
found. Similarly, if you want to go for tourism on hill stations, then apart
from Maa Vaishno Devi Dham, there are many other hill stations. So think
whether you want to go on a pilgrimage or a tourist trip. One journey indi-
cates freedom while the other indicates a disciplined and restrained life.
The time has come to understand the difference between a tourist place
and a place of pilgrimage. And along with this, governments should also
take initiative to define the religious places and tourist places present in
the country by giving up the greed of earning maximum revenue. So that
the purity and cleanliness of the religious places could be maintained.

Time to re - define religious
and tourist places

Free food supply to  poor
won’t help eradicate poverty

Can’t parents help their children
to overcome of Porn addiction?
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AAttuull  KKuummaarr  TTiiwwaarrii  

Any discussion on apprenticeship in India
invariably draws a comparison with Germany
and such other developed economies.
Apprenticeship has been credited for low unem-
ployment rates and higher productivity of the
industrial workforce in such developed coun-
tries. Even in developing countries like India, a
study conducted by Dalberg for DFID (now
FCDO) in March 2020 placed the benefit-cost
ratio at 1.3 to 1.9 times for employers across
various sectors. Thus, there is a consensus that
apprenticeship, which is learning while work-
ing, is the best pathway for education to work
transition.  Admittedly, compared to 4% of
workforce in Germany and 1.7% in UK, India has
just 0.1% of workforce engaged as apprentices.
Much of the low rates are attributable to the
vastly informal sector in India. Out of 466 mil-
lion workers (PLFS 2017-18), around 375 million
or 80.47% are estimated to be working in the
informal sector. Further, the economy related to
crafts and skill trades is almost overwhelmingly
in the unorganised sector.  Even among the
around 90 million formal workforce in India, less
than 20 million are engaged in enterprises with
30 or more employers. Larger the size of the
enterprise, higher would be its propensity to
offer positions to trainees and apprentices. In
Germany, for example, a total of 21.7% of the
2.1 million companies had at least 10 employees
. Around 20.3% of all companies offer trainee
positions in Germany, and this share increases
from ~12% among enterprises with 1-9 employ-

ees to 81.3% in enterprises with more than 500
employees. For India, the proportion of enter-
prises (or establishments within the meaning of
the Apprentices Act, 1961) with more than 9
employees is just 1.4% of the 5.85 crore estab-
lishments . Micro sized enterprises face signifi-
cant hindrance in making human capital invest-
ment including on apprenticeships. Apart
fromthe structure of the economy, people’s per-
ceptions of apprenticeship do also matter. It
ranges from apprenticeship seen as an integral
part of youth’s education in Germany to a
salaried job with training in UK to apprentices
as inexpensive labour in many developing
economies. Interestingly, the stipend paid to
apprentice is 20-50% of wages of skilled worker
in, Austria, Denmark,Germany, Switzerland,
etc., which constitute as a significant economic
arbitrage in favour of the apprentices in the
labour market. In India, stipends to apprentices
are on average 80% of the wages of semi-skilled
labour (ILO estimates), which implies that par-
ticularly for MSMEs that constitute most of the
economy, the economic return out of appren-
tices engaged is not so attractive. Finally, the
higher transaction cost for managing appren-
tices in India, with ‘optional’ and ‘designated’
trades, processing of contracts and stipends,
and the approval and monitoring processes, etc.
Despite all these challenges, the number of
Apprentices in India has grown from 0.9 lakh in
2014-15 to more than 5 lakhsin 2021-22. It is
after considering the peculiarities of the Indian
economy as discussed above that we need to
approach the goal of raising apprenticeship

opportunities in India to 10 lakhs by end of 2022,
and to 60 lakhs by 2026.  How to increase the
efficiency gains by the establishments in man-
agement of apprenticeship is  a more control-
lable variable in this direction. The government
shares stipend cost with the establishments up
to 25% or Rs. 1, 500 per apprentice under the
National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme
(NAPS). Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has removed physical
claim submission and allowed online process
through the apprenticeship portal to reduce
procedural delays in stipend reimbursement to
establishments. The stipend support is pro-
posed to be delivered directly to the appren-
tices through DBT mode to plug leakages.To fur-
ther reduce the transaction costs to the estab-
lishments, enterprises with pan-India opera-
tions would be able to, instead of multiple

states, engage with a single state-level appren-
ticeship/skill entity. Data sharing between
apprenticeship schemes is expected to further
streamline the registration process for enter-
prises. In terms of rationalisation of curriculum,
redundant courses have been removed and
duration of apprenticeship training is made
more uniform (with options to meet varying
requirements of establishments and sectors).
Standardisation of curriculum and streamlining
of process between types of trades (designated
and optional), besides allowing establishments
to customise their courses in line with their
needs, etc. are other measures taken that would
make it easier for establishments to engage a
greater number of apprentices.   While the ease
of doing business would certainly help, what
remains an issue is how aspirational value of
apprenticeship is raised in the country. For this
to happen, it is necessary to embed apprentice-
ship in the educational ecosystem besides
building credible pathways from apprenticeship
to higher education so that apprenticeship
receives the respect that it deserves for hands-
on learning and improving the employability of
our youth.  To actualize this intent, defined
credits shall be assigned on completion of
Apprenticeship and assessment as per the new
National Credit Framework so that it becomes
useful in pursuing further education. In addi-
tion, Apprenticeships and Internships are pro-
posed to be embedded in the school curricu-
lums at the post-secondary level. The higher
education system is also gearing up to main-
stream Apprenticeship embedded degree pro-

grams as per the guidelines of theUGC.  Finally,
to make headway in any public policy, the
stakeholders need to be energized. A massive
awareness program across the country has
been launched in the form of Apprenticeship
promotion events across more than 250 districts
as calendar events through the year. A central-
ized helpline is expected to address any queries
from establishments or candidates. While we
work on all the above action points to make
apprenticeship as a win-win situation for
trainees and establishments so that it further
grows deep roots in Indian economy, it is neces-
sary that apprenticeship does not become an
avenue for supply of cheap labour. All forms of
work exposure cannot be clubbed under
Apprenticeship.   

Apprenticeship is defined by a verified writ-
ten contract between the employer and appren-
tice; payment of stipend as per norms; struc-
tured training of the apprentice including non-
production time training; light yet tight moni-
toring; and its assessment.The value proposi-
tion of apprenticeship for employers must
emerge from qualitative aspects of higher pro-
ductivity, lower attrition, and lower hiring
costs.For the trainees, it is work-based learning
with reasonable stipends and greater likelihood
of getting employment. The fruits of
Apprenticeship growth must therefore accrue
to all concernedstakeholders: the Apprentice,
the establishment, and the overall economy for
a long-term sustainable growth.

((AAuutthhoorreedd    iiss    SSeeccrreettaarryy,,  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  SSkkiillll
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  EEnnttrreepprreenneeuurrsshhiipp))

Can Apprenticeship work in India?

Atul Kumar Tiwari 
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Resignation

New Delhi:BharatPe's
chief executive Suhail
Sameer, who had a fall
out with ousted co-
founder Ashneer
Grover, has stepped
down, sending the com-
pany scouting for suc-
cession planning. In a
statement, BharatPe
said, "Sameer will tran-
sition from chief exec-
utive officer to strate-
gic advisor effective
January 7, 2023." It did
not mention the reason
behind Sameer's resig-
nation. "This (new role
for Sameer) will ensure
a smooth transition for
current CFO, Nalin
Negi, who has been ap-
pointed interim CEO to
partner with senior ex-
ecutives to bolster exe-
cution in all phases of
the company's busi-
ness," it said.

CEO-designate 
Mumbai: Grounded
carrier Jet Airways on
Monday said Sanjiv
Kapoor remains the
CEO-designate of the
company till the air-
line's ownership is
transferred to the con-
sortium by the lenders.
Earlier CNBCTV18 re-
ported that the head of
the Jet Airways man-
agement committee
and erstwhile
Resolution Professional
Ashish Chhawchharia
in a notice to Kapoor
has asked him to re-
frain from using the
title of CEO of the air-
line. In October 2020,
the airline's committee
of creditors (CoC) ap-
proved the revival plan
submitted by the con-
sortium of Dubai-based
Murari Lal Jalan and
the UK's Kalrock
Capital.

Investments 

Hyderabad:
Telangana has attract-
ed a whopping Rs 3.30
lakh crore (USD 40 bil-
lion) worth of invest-
ment through the path-
breaking TSiPASS and
in IT and ITeS sectors
since 2014, said IT and
Industries Minister
K.T. Rama Rao. The
Telangana State
Industrial Project
Approval and Self-
Certification System
(TS-iPASS) is a single-
window clearance for
setting up industries in
the State.

Lending rates
New Delhi: State-
owned Indian Bank in-
creased lending rates,
including the marginal
cost of funds-based
lending rates (MCLR),
by up to 25 basis points.
The new rates are effec-
tive from January 3,
Indian Bank said in a
regulatory filing. The
Asset Liability
Management
Committee (ALCO) of
the bank has reviewed
the Marginal Cost of
funds based Lending
Rate (MCLR), Treasury
Bills Linked Lending
Rates (TBLR), Base
Rate and Benchmark
Prime Lending Rate
(BPLR) and decided for
an upward revision in
MCLR, TBLR, Base
Rate and BPLR across
various tenors, it
noted.

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Finance Minister
Niramala Sitharaman  wel-
comed the Supreme Court
judgement upholding the
decision of the Modi gov-
ernment to demonetise
high value currency notes
in November 2016. On
November 8, 2016 Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had announced demoneti-
sation of old Rs 1,000 and
Rs 500 banknotes and one of
the key objectives of the un-
precedented decision was
to promote digital pay-
ments and curb black
money flows. "Welcome the
Hon'ble Supreme Court's
judgement today on
Demonetization. A five-
judge Constitution Bench
(via a 4-1 majority) has up-
held the Demonetization
after carefully examining
the issue & has dismissed
several petitions challeng-

ing the decision,"
Sitharaman said in a series
of tweets. "There were con-
sultations between the
Centre & RBI for a period of
6 months. There is a rea-
sonable nexus to bring
such a measure & it satis-
fies the test of proportion-
ality. Decision-making
process cannot be faulted
merely because the propos-
al emanated from the
Centre," she said, quoting
the judgement. "SC:
"Section 26(2) RBI Act can-

not be struck down as un-
constitutional on the
ground of excessive delega-
tion. There has to be great
restraint in matters of eco-
nomic policy. The court
cannot supplant the wis-
dom of executive with its
wisdom"," she said. In an-
other tweet, she said the
apex court has remarked
that "the central govern-
ment's decision was after
RBI board's approval which
shows in-built safeguard
against centre's powers. It

cannot be said that there is
excessive delegation of
power under the RBI Act to
the Centre which is answer-
able to the Parliament."
Even the dissenting judge
has said that
"Demonetization was a
well-intentioned and well-
thought-of decision to tar-
get evils plaguing the na-
tion's economy, such as
black money, terror fund-
ing and counterfeit curren-
cy", the finance minister
added. Earlier in the day,
the Supreme Court in a 4:1
majority verdict upheld the
government's 2016 decision
to demonetise the Rs 1,000
and Rs 500 denomination
notes. There has to be great
restraint in matters of eco-
nomic policy and the court
cannot supplant the wis-
dom of the executive by a
judicial review of its deci-
sion, a five-judge
Constitution bench of the

apex court, headed by
Justice S A Nazeer, said.

Justice B V Nagarathna
dissented from the majori-
ty judgment on the point of
the Centre's powers under
section 26(2) of the RBI Act
and said the scrapping of
the Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 se-
ries notes had to be done
through a legislation and
not through a notification.
"Parliament should have
discussed the law on de-
monetisation, the process
should not have been done
through a gazette notifica-
tion. Parliament cannot be
left aloof on an issue of
such critical importance
for the country," Justice
Nagarathna said. She also
said there was no inde-
pendent application of
mind by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and only its
opinion was sought, which
cannot be said to be a rec-
ommendation.

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Rating agency Icra on
Tuesday revised its
growth estimates for the
Indian road logistics sec-
tor to 11-13 per cent for
the current fiscal against
the previous estimate of
7-9 per cent. The rating
agency said the growth
is supported by a strong
demand environment,
coupled with the contin-
uation of firm freight
rates, also supported by
the base effect to an ex-
tent, given that FY22 had
a weak first quarter due
to the second wave of
COVID-19. Icra further
said it expects revenue
growth of the Indian
road logistics sector at a
higher single digit for
F24 over FY23 on an ele-
vated base and continua-

tion of a healthy demand
scenario. The debt cover-
age metrics of the logis-
tic sector are expected to
marginally moderate in
FY23 and FY24 compared
to the FY22 levels, owing
to expected debt-funded
capital expenditure for
vehicle replacement re-
quired prior to the intro-
duction of the scrappage
policy, along with the ris-
ing interest rate regime,
it added. Further, Icra
said multimodal offer-
ings are likely to gain
from increased accept-
ance and traction going
forward, as players offer-
ing multi-modal services
have more flexibility. In
addition to these, timely
and effective implemen-
tation of the National
Logistics Policy and
other such initiatives
would be key to provid-
ing the requisite impetus
to the sector, the agency
said.

Icra revises upwards
road logistics sector

growth forecast
̈ To 11-13 pc 

this fiscal

Welcome SC judgement
on demonetisation: FM

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

Microsoft Chairman
and CEO Satya Nadella on
Tuesday said there is
tremendous momentum
in cloud adoption, as he
termed cloud a "big game
changer". Nadella, who is
currently in India, ad-
dressed Microsoft Future
Ready Leadership
Summit in Mumbai on
Tuesday.

He is also scheduled to
visit Delhi and Bengaluru
this week, and will be
meeting key customers,
startups, developers, edu-
cators and students dur-
ing his India visit.
Nadella, in his address on
Tuesday, listed cloud and
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
as imperatives that can be
helpful in driving eco-
nomic growth. "Cloud has
been a big game changer.
cloud is in early-to-inter-

mediate innings," Nadella
said and noted the
"tremendous momentum
in cloud adoption."
According to research
firm IDC, the overall
Indian public cloud serv-
ices market is expected to
reach USD 13 billion by
2026, growing at a CAGR

of 23.1 per cent for 2021-26.
The revenue totaled USD
2.8 billion for the first half
of 2022. Public cloud serv-
ice (PCS) makes comput-
ing and storage applica-
tions available on demand
to organisations and indi-
viduals over the public in-
ternet. A private cloud

model's resources are
available only to a single
organisation. Top cloud
computing providers in
India include Amazon
Web Services (AWS),
Google Cloud and
Microsoft's Azure.
Hyderabad-born Nadella
also lauded the way in
which India is building
public infrastructure. He
said, "We see tremendous
momentum today, when it
comes to cloud adoption.
In fact, when I think about
Microsoft Windows, in the
client server era, we sold a
few servers in the cloud.
It's a completely different
ballgame. But I look at
every business in the
cloud consumption." "We
are adding a fourth region
in Hyderabad as well. So
we are very committed to
making quality cloud in-
frastructure available
everywhere," he added.

Cloud a big game changer; tremendous 
momentum in cloud adoption: Satya Nadella

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella leaves from Taj Mahal hotel during
his visit to India, in Mumbai, Tuesday, Jan. 3.

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Prices of refrigerators
are likely to increase by up
to 5 per cent as the revised
norms of the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE)
have become applicable
from January 1 this year.
According to manufactur-
ers like Godrej Appliances,
Haier and Panasonic, im-
plementation of the new
norms may put an addi-
tional burden of 2-5 per
cent on consumers, de-
pending on the models.

Besides tightening the
labelling, the new norms
also mandate separate star
labelling for freezers and
refrigerator provisioning
units (storage part) of the
frost-free models. "Now, we
have to declare labelling
for both. That is the new
change," said Godrej
Appliances Business Head
and Executive Vice
President Kamal Nandi

told PTI. When asked
about the price increase,
he said: "In every energy
efficiency tightening, cost
inputs go up a little bit to
achieve those efficiencies
through better insulation
and around 2-3 per cent
price hike because of this
will be happening, depend-
ing on various models and
star ratings". Moreover, an-
other change in the recent
star labelling that is hap-
pening is the declaration of
the net capacity of a refrig-
erator unit and not the
gross capacity, Nandi said.

Net capacity is the usable
capacity of any refrigera-
tor, while gross capacity is
based on the total volume
(of liquid) which could be
stored in a unit.

"For example, there are
gaps between the door and
shelves, which are not use-
able. So, those will not be
considered," Nandi added.

This will help a cus-
tomer to make a judicious
decision while buying the
refrigerator, based on the
actual space available to
them for storing. Haier
Appliances India
President Satish NS said
after BEE revised norms,
energy efficiency for re-
frigerators has been rede-
fined. "Some of the com-
pressors have to be re-
loaded or changed.
Definitely, we are looking
for a 2-4 per cent price in-
crease," he said, adding
"the cost would be passed
on to the consumers".

Refrigerator prices may rise up to 5% as
revised BEE labelling norms come into force

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Domestic passenger ve-
hicles sales rose by 23 per
cent to a record of 37.93
lakh units in 2022 led by the
likes of Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai and Tata Motors
as the companies rode on
easing of pandemic related
challenges and semicon-
ductor shortages to cash in
on pent up demand, spe-
cially for SUVs. Other man-
ufacturers like Toyota
Kirloskar Motor and Skoda
India also reported record
sales in 2022. "The industry
wholesales in January to
December 2022 were just
short of 38 lakh units. It
was 37.93 lakh units
against 30.82 lakh in 2021,
which is a growth of 23 per
cent," Maruti Suzuki India

Senior Executive Officer,
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava told
reporters in a virtual con-
ference. He further said the
2022 wholesales are "the
highest ever in the indus-
try for a calendar year" and
the last highest was in 2018
which was 33.3 lakh units.
"So, this is about 14 per

cent higher than the high-
est ever," he added.

On the reasons for the
growth, Srivastava said, "I
believe this resurgence to
the highest ever level is
partly because of the better
availability of semiconduc-
tors because last year was
badly affected by the semi-
conductor issue." 

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

HDFC Bank, India’s
largest private sector
bank, is partnering with
Microsoft in the next
phase of its digital trans-
formationjourney and un-
locking business value by
transforming the applica-
tion portfolio, moderniz-
ing the data landscape and
securing the enterprise
with Microsoft Cloud.
HDFC Bank as a part of its
Future Ready strategy is
developing in house IPs as
well as partnering with
several companies includ-
ing FinTechs’ to co -create
technology IPs. Thebank
will leverage Microsoft
Azure to consolidate and

modernize its enterprise
data landscape through a
Federated Data Lake to
scale its information man-
agement capabilities
across enterprise report-
ing, and advanced analyt-
ics using artificial intelli-
gence. Built on Microsoft
Azure stack, the solution
will enable the bank to de-
mocratize and monetize
its data landscape catering
to several business
units,spanning multiple
systems, reports and
processes. The solution
powered by its unified ar-
chitecture, collaborative
engineering environment,
industry-leading security
andecosystem of AI/ML
based deep learning capa-

bilities. In addition, the
Bank will also leverage
Microsoft Power
Platform's industry-lead-
ing low code, no code capa-
bilities to set up an App
Innovation and
Automation Factory. The
App Factory will enable
the Bank to migrate, mod-
ernize and transform its
application portfolio. “Our
partnership with
Microsoft is a part of our
technology transforma-
tion agenda by investing
in  running the bank as
well as building the bank
of the future. At the heart
of this is the ability to
offer a neo banking experi-
ence to our customers that
is second to none.

HDFC Bank partners with Microsoft as
part of its Digital Transformation Journey

Domestic passenger vehicles sales rise 
23 pc to record of 37.93 lakh units in 2022

New Delhi, Jan 03:  

German luxury carmak-
er Audi  reported a 27.14 per
cent rise in its retail sales in
India at 4,187 units in 2022.
The company sold 3,293
units in 2021. Although the
supply chain challenges
and semiconductor scarcity
still hold back the full poten-
tial of growth, Audi India
said its performance in 2022
was buoyed by a strong
product portfolio, a revival
in customer sentiment and
strong business continuity.

The luxury carmaker
also said it has increased
the prices of its vehicles by
up to 1.7 per cent in most of

its models from January 1.
Audi India Head Balbir
Singh Dhillon said the com-
pany's growth in 2022 is
higher than the estimated
growth of 20-22 per cent of
the luxury section in India
and the company witnessed
sales growth in all the seg-
ments it is present.

He said the company's
performance in 2022 was de-
spite hitting roadblocks

posed by global issues like
semiconductor availability
and shipment challenges.
Audi India said its sales
uptick in 2022 was propelled
by its three main launches
Audi Q7, Audi A8 L and
Audi Q3. Besides, sedans A4
and A6, SUVs Q5 and Q8,
and electric cars e-tron and
e-tron Sportback remain
volume sellers for the
brand, the firm added.

"Not only are the sales
numbers growing, but also
the pre-owned business --
Audi Approved: plus -- is
also growing. It's actually
growing more than double
the new car sales," Dhillon
said.

Audi sales jump 27.14
pc to 4,187 units in 2022

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

Equity benchmarks
ended with gains on
Tuesday amid a largely
firm trend in global mar-
kets after facing bouts of
volatility during the ses-
sion. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 126.41
points or 0.21 per cent to
settle at 61,294.20. During
the day, it hit a high of
61,343.96 and a low of
61,004.04.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 35.10 points or 0.19
per cent to end at
18,232.55. From the
Sensex pack, Axis Bank,
Titan, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra,
IndusInd Bank, Wipro,
Nestle and Bajaj Finance
were among the major

winners. Mahindra &
Mahindra, Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever and Tata Steel
were the main laggards.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Shanghai and
Hong Kong logged gains,
while Seoul ended lower.
Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading in
the green in mid-session
deals.

Market benchmarks settle
with gains in volatile trade

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

The rupee pared initial gains
and settled 8 paise lower at
82.86 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, weighed
by a strong greenback overseas
and sustained foreign fund out-
flows. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened on a positive note at
82.69 against the greenback,
but pared the gains and fell to
an intra-day low of 82.92. The
domestic currency finally set-
tled at 82.86, down 8 paise over
its previous close of 82.78. The
dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 1 per cent higher at
104.55. Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.02
per cent to USD 85.93 per bar-
rel. According to Dilip Parmar,

Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, the Indian rupee
continued its downward drift as
importers rushed for dollar buy-
ing, while the inflows remained
muted as traders awaited
Wednesday's Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting minutes. Spot USD-INR
has been consolidating in the
narrow range of 82.40 to 82.95. 

Rupee falls 8 paise to close
at 82.86 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

Unemployment rate in the
country has zoomed to a high
of 8.3 per cent in December,
the highest in 2022, according
to data from Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE). The unemployment
rate during November was at 8
per cent, while in September
it was the lowest at 6.43 per
cent and was at the second
highest level during the year
at 8.28 per cent in August, the
CMIE data stated. While the
urban unemployment rate was
at 10 per cent during the last
month of 2022, rural jobless-
ness stood at 7.5 per cent dur-
ing December. 

Unemployment rate
surges to 8.3 pc in
Dec; joblessness

highest in Haryana at
37.4 pc: CMIE

National crush Vicky Kaushal
is the perfect husband as he

never fails to impress wife
Katrina Kaif and make her feel
special. Vicky recently danced for
Katrina, seemingly on her birth-
day. Taking to Instagram on

Saturday, actor Mini
Mathur posted a

video giving a
glimpse of

how she
spent 2022. A part of the clip

showed Vicky Kaushal seated on
the ground as he danced while
actress Sharvari Wagh, who is
rumoured to be dating Vicky's
brother Sunny Kaushal, was also
seen grooving to the music
behind him. Katrina sat on a

couch near them with another
person and blushed looking at
Vicky. On the work front,
Katrina, who was last seen in

the horror comedy film
'Phone Bhoot' alongside
Siddhant Chaturvedi and
Ishaan Khatter, will be next

seen in Aditya Chopra's
upcoming action thriller film

'Tiger 3' alongside Salman
Khan. She also has Sriram

Raghavan's upcoming film 'Merry
Christmas' opposite Vijay
Sethupathi AND Farhan Akhtar's
upcoming film 'Jee Le Zara'. Vicky
was last seen in Shashank
Khaitan's 'Govinda Naam Mera'.
He will also be seen in Meghna
Gulzar's next film Sam Bahadur
alongside Sanya Malhotra and
Fatima Sana Shaikh.

ACROSS

1. Cease

5. Tatters

9. Leading actors

14. Dalai ____

15. On the peak

16. Wave type

17. Plow-pulling animals

18. Surrealism's Salvador ____

19. Ham it up

20. Fiesta item

22. Liberate

24. Tomato color

25. Business abbr.

27. Oahu and Maui

29. Less hazardous

32. Mailbox item

34. Detergent

36. Fleet of warships

40. Gobbled up

41. Gypsy's card

43. Jog

44. Revolve

47. Raised

50. Formal procession

52. Deposes

53. More sharply inclined

56. Cereal grains

58. Conger

59. Eternities

61. Decide

65. Beneath

67. Bullring shouts

69. Whirl

70. Actor ____ Martin

71. Bait

72. Retirement accounts (abbr.)

73. Tear to bits

74. Mild oath

75. Green Gables girl

DOWN

1. Sow's chow

2. Car for hire

3. Warning sign

4. Cure-all

5. Speed checker

6. "One Day ____ Time" (2 wds.)

7. Miniature ____

8. Liveliness

9. Pittsburgh player

10. Actor ____ Robbins

11. Embellish

12. Judged

13. Winter toys

21. Shredded

23. Real ____

26. Entreaty

28. Upper limb

29. Wound remainder
30. Choir member
31. Yard units
33. Miscalculated
35. Hi-fi
37. Fine ____
38. Song for two
39. Ampersands
42. Bread spread
45. Mimic
46. Narrowed gradually
48. Cast a ballot
49. Germany's neighbor
51. Governor Schwarzenegger
53. Author Dr. ____
54. First extra inning
55. Church official
57. Resource
60. Pronounce indistinctly
62. Shore bird
63. Not fatty
64. Other
66. First woman
68. Historic time
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Vicky
Kaushal’s

dance moves
makes wife

Katrina blush

Bakhtiyaar Irani in ‘Wagle Ki Duniya: Nayi Peedhi Naye Kissey’

S
ony SAB’ Wagle Ki
Duniya: Nayi Peedhi
Naye Kissey is one

of the most entertaining
yet thought provoking tel-
evision shows winning
the audience's hearts and
dealing with social issues.
The upcoming episode of
the show portrays a socie-
tal issue of molestation
that worries every female
in the country. Noted
actor Bakhtiyaar Irani
will make an entry as a fa-
mous fashion photogra-
pher in the upcoming
plot.

The show highlights
real-life struggles of a
common man but also
provides a positive solu-
tion and perspective to-
wards life. In the previous
episodes we saw how
Wagle family dealt with
Sakhi’s blackmailers. The
forthcoming episodes are
going to be more awaken-
ing with a very pertinent

social issue of molesta-
tion being discussed.
Bakhtiyaar Irani, who
was earlier associated
with Sony SAB has re-
turned to play a famous
fashion photographer of
an advertising firm in the
show. He will be seen im-
pressing girls with his
charm and attractive
looks. Sakhi who ends up
in the advertising firm in
a desperate situation

crosses paths with Mr
Paul. What happens next
is a life changing event
for Sakhi. It will be inter-
esting to see Bakhtiyaar
Irani bring layers of twist
to the show and what
turn of events his charac-
ter brings.

Bakhtiyaar Irani,
shared his excitement of
coming back to Sony
SAB and said, “My asso-
ciation with Sony SAB

and Hats Off Production
goes long back. And
working with Sony SAB
has been great in the past
with shows like Yes Boss
and Badi Door Se Aaye
Hain. For a major part of
my career, I have worked
with SAB, and I share a
special bond with them.
So, the question of say-
ing no to them for any
new role doesn’t arise. I
am now happy to be back
with a show that is trying
to bring a difference to
the society with its posi-
tive messaging.” Talking
about his character,
Bakhtiyaar added, “This
character is a cameo and
will be seen as a part of
an important narrative. I
will be seen playing a fa-
mous fashion photogra-
pher, who attracts every-
one with his good looks,
attractive personality,
and his charm. For the
first time I am doing a

character with a grey
shade, something that is
a bit challenging for me
as I am the opposite of
that. Working with Sony
SAB and Hats Off has al-
ways involved doing
light-hearted roles. But
now as the channel has
changed its proposition
with some realistic
shows, it will be interest-
ing to see different
flavours. For this charac-
ter, I had to get into its el-
ement. I put in conscious
efforts to get into the
skin of it and stay like
that till all rehearsals
and shots were over. So, it
will be exciting to see the
different shades of his
character. Stay tuned to,
Wagle Ki Duniya, only on
Sony SAB.”

Keep watching Wagle
Ki Duniya: Nayi Peedhi
Naye Kissey only on
Sony SAB, every Monday
to Saturday at 9.00 PM.

A
ctor Ajay Devgn
and filmmaker
Rohit Shetty have

started prepping for the
the third installment of
the "Singham" franchise.

Ajay took to his
Instagram and made an
announcement. He also
shared a photo of him
and Rohit.

"Made a good start to
the New Year with @it-
srohitshetty's narration
of Singham Again. The
script I heard is fire. God
willing this will be our
11th blockbuster", read
the caption.

The director comment-
ed on Ajay's post, "Ab tak
Imaandaari aur Mehnat
ke saath kaam kiya hai...
is baar andar Aag bhi
hai". During the promo-
tions of his latest directo-

rial "Cirkus", Rohit had
announced that actress
Deepika Padukone will
also have a part in the se-
quel. He confirmed that
she will be taking the bad
guys down in a cop
avatar. "Singham" first
released in 2011. It serves
as first installment of
Rohit's 'Cop Universe'. A
remake of the 2010 Tamil
film of the same title by
Hari, the film stars Ajay
in the lead role as a police
officer named Bajirao
Singham alongside Kajal
Aggarwal and Prakash
Raj who reprises his role
as in original.

Following the film's
success, the actor-direc-
tor duo collaborated for
sequel "Singham
Returns", which hit the
screens in 2014.

Ajay Devgn, Rohit Shetty
‘make good start’ for

‘Singham Again’

S
ony Entertainment
Television's latest
show, Kathaa

Ankahee, is the Hindi re-
make of the superhit
Turkish drama ‘1001
Nights’ (Binbir Gece).
This heartwarming story
shows how love can
bloom even in the darkest
of times. The story re-
volves around an unfor-
gettable scar that sepa-
rates Kathaa (Aditi Dev
Sharma) and Viaan
(Adnan Khan) but keeps
them bound. Viewers
have seen how Kathaa, a
single mother, is racing
against time to raise 1
crore in one week for her
son Aarav's surgery in
the current track. After
exhausting all other pos-
sibilities, she will come to
the realization that it is
impossible to arrange the
sizeable sum for which

she asks her boss, Viaan,
who makes an inappro-
priate offer in exchange
for the money. And, Katha
choosing her son’s life
over her self-respect goes
to the extent to spend a
night with Viaan just to
arrange the money for
her son. While Aarav’s

(Ajinkya Mishra) condi-
tion worsens, an angel in
disguise, Neerja comes in
to become his donor.
Essaying the character of
Neerja, popular actress
Priti Amin will be seen
portraying the role of
Aarav’s donor in Kathaa
Ankahee.

Acing numerous char-
acters across languages,
Priti Amin makes her
come back on Television
as Neerja after a break of
almost 9 years. The char-
acter of Neerja who has a
significant role to play in
Kathaa’s life is a widowed
mother with two sons
who are living abroad.
She will keekeepasting
about her relationship
with kids how she is loved
and that there is no sad-
ness in her life. With her
happy go lucky nature,
there is never a dull mo-

ment when she is around
and brings a smile on
everybody’s faces. But
what truth lies behind
Neerja’s smile will be an
interesting revelation
that will unfold as the
story moves forward.

Elated to join the show,
actor Priti Amin talks
about her character
Neerja and shares, “My
character Neerja is an
ever-happy woman who
makes it seem like every-
thing is perfect in her life
with two well-settled sons
fighting over to keep her
with them. In reality, she
is an abandoned single
lady who stays in a
widow’s ashram and pre-
tends everything is fine." 

Tune into Kathaa
Ankahee every Mon-Fri
at 8:30 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television!

Priti Amin makes a TV comeback as Neerja

'T
hunivu', the much-anticipated
Pongal release of the Tamil su-
perstar Ajith Kumar, will hit the

screens across the globe on January 11.
The Pongal release is slated to be the

first blockbuster movie of 2023 from the
Tamil cinema industry.

The movie has Malayalam 'Lady
Superstar' Manju Warrier playing a
major role as the crime partner of
Ajith's character. The duo has done
some high-voltage action scenes in the
movie.

The makers of the movie have not re-
leased details of the character played by
Ajith Kumar. They have released a
poster in which Ajith's character is seen
standing with a gun in between curren-
cy notes.

The movie directed by H. Vinoth also
has Tamil character actor Samudrakani
playing the role of a police officer,
Dayalan. The posters of 'Thunivu' seem
to depict that Ajith Kumar is likely to be
confronted by Samudrakani's Dayalan.

The Tamil character actor G.M.
Sundar is playing the role of
Muthazhagan, a pivotal role in the
movie.

John Kokken, who usually plays the
villain in Tamil movies, is once again
appearing as a baddie in the movie. His
character Krish is a businessman with
shades of grey.

Director H. Vinoth and Ajith Kumar
are collaborating for the third time for a
movie. They have had successive movies
in 'Neerkonda Paarvai' and 'Valimai'.

There were rumours that the movie
was based on a major bank heist that

took place in the country, but all that H.
Vinoth is prepared to say is that it is an
entertainer.

The movie's music is by Ghibran.
Nirav Shah wields the camera, Vijay
Velukutty is the film's editor and Milan
the art direction.

Ajit Kumar ‘Thunivu’ is the first 
blockbuster slated for a 2023 release

I
t's the official party
season across the
world and all eyes are

on the new party number
on the block. Starring Yo
Yo Honey Singh along
with the sensational
Mouni Roy, the song is
called ‘Gatividhi’ which
launched on 24 December
2022.

“After the success of
Jaam, Namoh Studios’
?rst single, I was very ex-
cited to collaborate with
them once again. Like the
name suggests, Gatividhi
is going to be a hep party
song and Mouni Roy’s
charm in the video has
lifted the song to the next
level. The video is killer
and I can’t wait for the
people to see and listen to
Gatividhi,” says Yo! Yo!
Honey Singh.

Mouni Roy said, "It is
the perfect song for this
time of the year. What
better way to celebrate
the year ending with a

Badass song. It was a per-
fect collaboration with

Yo! Yo! and Namoh
Studios."

‘Gatividhi’  to take the
music industry by storm!

Malayalam star Prithviraj
Sukumaran will team up

with actor-director Basil
Joseph for the upcoming
movie, Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil.
The movie is being directed
by Vipin Das, fresh out of the
success of the blockbuster
Malayalam movie, 'Jaya Jaya
Jaya Jaya Hey', where Basil
Joseph plays the male lead.
The script of the upcoming
movie is by Deepu Pradeep,
whose earlier movie
'Kunjiramayanam', helmed by
Vineeth Sreenivasan, was a
Malayalam super hit.
Taking to social media,
Prithviraj said 'Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil' is a full-time
comedy and that he was

looking forward to sharing
screen space with Basil
Joseph, who is one of the ris-
ing stars of the Malayalam
industry.
The actor said: "Welcome you
all for a smile-filled 2023.
This is a story that makes me
smile every time I think of
this since the past year when
I heard it for the first time."
Prithviraj added: "Teaming up
with the multi-talented Basil
Joseph, directed by Vipin Das
after the blockbuster 'Jaya
Jaya Jaya Jaya Hey', written
by Deepu Pradeep after
'Kunjiramayanam', and join-
ing hands with my long-time
associates E4 Entertainment,
presenting 'Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil'.

Prithviraj to team up with
Basil Joseph for new movie
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Karachi, Jan 03 (AP):

Matt Henry and Ajaz
Patel's last-wicket century
stand helped New Zealand
take control of the second
Test against jittery
Pakistan on Tuesday.

Henry made a career-
best unbeaten 68 off 81
balls while Patel also
notched his Test-best of 35
as they added 104 for the
10th wicket and propelled
New Zealand to 449 on Day
2.

Both Henry and Patel
then struck early blows
and captain Babar Azam
was run out in a bizarre
mix-up with Imam-ul-Haq
in the final session before
Pakistan struggled to
reach 154-3 at stumps.

Imam was unbeaten on
74 and Saud Shakeel, who
took nearly an hour before
getting his first run off his
42nd ball and also sur-
vived a dropped catch, was
not out on 13.

Fast bowler Henry, play-
ing his first test since last
June, induced a top-edge of
Abdullah Shafique's (19)
mistimed pull shot and
Patel got rid of Shan
Masood (20) to leave
Pakistan in trouble at 62-2
going into the final ses-
sion.

Imam reached his fifty
with a straight six over the
head of offspinner
Michael Bracewell in the
last session, but New
Zealand still managed to
slow down Pakistan's

progress and leads by 295
runs. Earlier, Abrar
Ahmed (4-149) struck
twice and Naseem Shah (3-
71) clean bowled Ish Sodhi
at his overnight score of
11 to curtail New Zealand
at 345-9 after it resumed on
309-6. But Henry and Patel

stretched New Zealand in
a dominating aggressive
century-stand against
both pace and spin.

Henry and Ajaz defied
Pakistan for 1 1/2 hours as
Pakistan couldn't wrap up
New Zealand's innings de-
spite using all five of its

bowling options against
the last-wicket pair which
took the visitors to 433-9 by
lunch. Abrar finally ended
Pakistan's frustration
when he had Patel caught
of a mistimed sweep soon
after lunch. Earlier,
Blundell, 30 overnight,
went on to complete his
fifty off 103 balls with six
fours before he was clean
bowled for 51 by Abrar off
a delivery that spun away
from the righthander and
also kept a bit low.

Tim Southee (10) suc-
cessfully overturned an
lbw ruling against Hasan
Ali but got stumped by
Abrar before Patel hung in
with Henry, who replaced
Neil Wagner in the only
change New Zealand has
made from the team that
drew the first Test.

Hasan couldn't get a suc-
cess in his comeback to test
cricket since last July as he
bowled 21 wicketless overs
for 72 runs. Henry showed
a lot of aggression against
the pace, lifting Hasan
and Naseem for big sixes
over mid-wicket and
smashing eight bound-
aries. Naseem went for an
unsuccessful lbw TV re-
ferral when Henry was on
27 before Henry latched
onto any loose delivery
with perfection. Patel was
equally good against the
spinners, hitting four
boundaries as both
showed plenty of determi-
nation before New Zealand
finally got bowled out.

Pakistan trails by 295
in 2nd Test against NZ

New Zealand's Matt Henry plays a shot during the second day of
the second cricket Test match between Pakistan and New Zealand
at the National Stadium in Karachi on January 3.

Adelaide, Jan 03 (AP):

Novak Djokovic main-
tained his winning streak
in singles matches in
Australia, beating
Constant Lestienne of
France 6-3, 6-2 Tuesday in
the first round of the
Adelaide International. It
was the top-seeded
Djokovic's 30th straight
singles victory on
Australian soil in a streak
that goes back to 2018.

It was Djokovic's first
singles match of the sea-
son after losing in doubles
the previous day, and the
win keeps him on course
for a possible semifinal
matchup in Adelaide
against seventh-ranked
Daniil Medvedev, who ear-
lier beat Lorenzo Sonego
of Italy 7-6 (6), 2-1 when
Sonego was forced to re-
tire with a right arm in-

jury. Djokovic, whose last
loss in Australia was in
the fourth round of the
2018 Australian Open, will
face either Jordan
Thompson of Australia or
Quentin Halys of France
for a place in the quarterfi-
nals. He was again warm-
ly received by the crowd in
Adelaide, where he won
this tournament at the age
of 19. Djokovic is playing
in Australia for the first
time since 2021, having
missed last year's
Australian Open when he
was deported because his
unvaccinated status
breached the country's
vaccination requirement
for in-bound travelers. His
ranking has dropped to
No. 5 after also being
forced to miss other tour-
naments, including the
U.S. Open, last year.

"What you focus on, you

become. If I focus on the
negatives, that's what I'll
attract, so I don't want to
do that. I don't hold a
grudge," Djokovic said
when asked about his re-
turn to Australia. "I am
here to play tennis, to
enjoy sports and spread
good energy. To see the
packed house for my first
match was definitely a
very pleasant surprise,
and lots of support, lots of
love." Djokovic's arrival in
Australia was much
smoother this time around
compared with last year.
"Well, I kind of was joking
around with my team hop-
ing that I can enter
Australia this time, and
that's what happened," he
said.

"It was really, I would
say, normal. As with any
other year coming into
Australia except the last
year, easy through the
passport control, landed
well." Earlier, Medvedev
saved nine set points be-
fore taking the first set in a
tiebreaker against the
45th-ranked Sonego. "I did-
n't know it was nine (set
points)," Medvedev said.

"That's actually crazy.
Probably, maybe the first
time in my life I've saved
nine set points. "What a
match to start the year," he
added.

Sonego was playing
Medvedev for the first
time and often seemed to
have the upper hand in the
first set. He had six set
points on Medvedev's
serve at 5-4 but Medvedev
was able to rely on his big
serve when he had to, sav-
ing all six.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

Indian table tennis star Manika

Batra on Tuesday gained three

places to reach a career-high

35 in the ITTF world rankings.

The 27-year-old had produced

a special performance to win

India's first ever medal at the

Asian Cup in November. She

had stunned world number five

Hina Hayata of Japan and

world number seven Chen

Xingtong of China on way to

securing a historic bronze in

Bangkok. That effort fetched

her 175 points in the rankings,

contributing to her rise. She

had also reached the semifi-

nals of two WTT Contender

events in Hungary and

Slovenia. "The Asian Cup per-

formance was surely among

my best alongside the run at

the 2018 Commonwealth

Games. I enjoyed my game and

was very confident," Manika

told PTI. The Asian Cup medal

came after she returned home

empty handed from the 2022

Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham. Four years earlier

in Gold Coast, she had pocket-

ed four medals, including two

gold in an unprecedented run.

She will be in action later this

week at the Asian qualification

event in Doha for the World

Championships. She will also

be in Doha for the WTT

Contender later this month

before featuring in the WTT

Star Contender in Goa next

month. 

Djokovic beats Lestienne
for winning start to 2023

Manika Batra
reaches career
high 35 in world

rankings

Sydney, Jan 03 (PTI):

South Africa captain
Dean Elgar says pride and
the opportunity to still
qualify for the ICC World
Test Championship (WTC)
final will be two major driv-
ing factors as they aim to
bounce back from a crush-
ing series loss in the third
and last Test against
Australia beginning here
on Wednesday.

The clash at the SCG is a
dead rubber as the hosts
won the first two matches
of the series in Brisbane
and Melbourne.

All that the South
Africans can now hope for
is a consolation victory, al-
though a win will also keep
them alive in the hunt for a
place in that WTC decider
later this year. Elgar and Co
are presently placed fourth
behind the Australians,
India and Sri Lanka, with a
win in Sydney for the home
side guaranteeing a place
in the final. "There's plenty
to play for," the Proteas

skipper told the media
ahead of the game.

"We're playing for pride,
we're playing for a potential
place to the WTC final. So
we've also got a lot to play
for. "That's a massive incen-
tive for us and for me you
play every Test match like
it's your last and hopefully
we can put on a better spec-
tacle this time. We always
want to play good Test

cricket and be a thorn in
the side of the opposition
and we'll be aiming to so
better again this time."

South Africa have been
disappointing with the bat
throughout the series, espe-
cially the top order. Barring
some exceptions like Kyle
Verreynne and Temba
Bavuma, Elgar believes the
batters need to do far better
in this game. Theunis de

Bruyn will miss the match
due to paternity leave,
meaning there will be at
least one change to the line-
up. "You can't hide in Test
cricket and the top five we
obviously need to find a
way to deal with and negate
the demands of batting dis-
cipline in Test cricket,"
Elgar explained.

"I think Kyle's been bril-
liant for us at six and mov-
ing him around I don't
think is going to help us or
help him at all and I don't
think it's fair.

"I think our only batting
options are with those two
(Rassie van der Dussen and
Heinrich Klaasen) by
squad composition.

"Rassie has quite a bit of
experience at Test level and
he can bring a lot to the role
and then you look at a guy
like Heinrich, who's im-
mensely talented and
maybe he's deserving of a
chance now, an extended
chance as well. We'll make
those decisions this after-
noon," he said.

Still plenty to play for, says Elgar ahead of Sydney Test
Rajkot, Jan 03 (PTI):

Jaydev Unadkat, fresh
from his fine bowling per-
formance in the second
Test against Bangladesh at
Mirpur, returned to the
Ranji grind and made a
smashing impact, grab-
bing a hat-trick in the first
over to leave Group B ri-
vals Delhi in a disarray on
Tuesday.

Delhi, who lost 7 wickets
for just 10 runs, didn't face
ignominy of lowest first-
class score of 6 by a team
called 'The B's' against
England in an official
match held in 1810.

Courtesy young Hrithik
Shokeen (68), they finally
managed 133 before
Saurashtra scored 184 in
just 46 overs as the visitors
decided to play with two
specialist bowlers.

Unadkat took wickets
off the third, fourth and
fifth deliveries to achieve
the distinction of becom-
ing the only player to take

a first-over hat-trick in
Ranji Trophy's 88-year-old
history.

The previous quickest
Ranji hat-trick, a split one,
is in the name of
Karnataka's Vinay Kumar
who achieved the feat over
two overs -- first and third.

Unadkat's hat-trick vic-
tims included opener
Dhruv Shorey, Vaibhav
Rawal and young Delhi
captain Yash Dhull, all of
whom departed for duck.

Sources close to the
Delhi team management
in fact were wondering as
to why on a pitch that had
moisture, a rookie like
Ayush Badoni was sent to
open on his debut.

Badoni, Rawal and even
Dhull don't have the
wherewithal to face
Unadkat on a lightly damp
wicket and they had no
clue which one was leav-
ing them, which one came
back in and the trademark
one which skids straight
after pitching.

Auckland, Jan 03 (AP):

Former U.S. Open
champion Emma
Raducanu overcame wind
and rain in a match
which stretched over al-
most four hours to beat
Linda Fruhvirtova 4-6, 6-
4, 6-2 Tuesday in her first
singles match of 2023 at
the ASB Classic.

The match twice was
interrupted by rain and
the second delay in the de-
ciding set forced the play-
ers from the court for al-
most an hour.

Raducanu returned to
take charge of the match,
immediately breaking the
17-year-old Fruhvirtova
for a 2-0 lead and going on
to serve for the match at 5-
0. Fruhvirtova broke
back for 5-1, then saved
four match points on
serve in a tenacious at-
tempt to keep the match
alive. Raducanu fell be-
hind 0-30 in her next serv-

ice game but recovered
with a series of big serves
and finally took out the
match in just under 2 1-2
hours of court time, not
counting delays.

"I think it's like four
hours later. Honestly, I
don't know what time it is
anymore," Raducanu

said. "What a battle.
Linda is such a great
young player and it was a
different dynamic for me
because usually I'm the
younger one. Going into
this match she is and
she's going to be up there
for sure, she already is."

Raducanu, who is 20,

was playing her first com-
petitive match in 2 1-2
months and had to fight
hard against the Czech
teenager who won a tight
first set in 53 minutes.

The first and shorter
rain delay came at 4-4 in
the first set. Fruhvirtova
took an early 2-0 lead in
the second set but
Raducanu broke back for
2-2 and went on to take the
set in 46 minutes.

The second rain break
came with Raducanu
leading 1-0 in the third
set. She won the next four
games and eventually the
match with a marked lift
in aggression. While her
serve was strong, her re-
turn of serve was deci-
sive and she won 65% of
points of Fruhvirtova's
second serve. Raducanu's
second-round opponent
will be Slovakia qualifier
Viktoria Kuzmova, who
upset fourth-seeded
Bernarda Pera 6-4, 6-4.

Raducanu beats weather to
win first singles match of 2023

Unadkat makes history by taking
first-over Ranji hat-trick vs Delhi

Sydney, Jan 03 (PTI):

The Sydney pitch has a
"huge connection" to the
Indian conditions, said
Australia skipper Pat
Cummins ahead of the
third Test against South
Africa, hoping it will pro-
vide his side ideal prepara-
tion for their upcoming
red-ball series in India.

Australia are leading
the three-Test series
against South Africa 2-0
and a win at SCG will all
but seal their final spot at
the World Test
Championships Final to
be held at the Oval in June.

Australia have typically
struggled in subcontinent
conditions and a dry, spin-
ning surface is expected at
the SCG, keeping in mind
the upcoming tour of
India in February.

"It's a huge connection
to India," Cummins told
reporters on Tuesday.

"Fast bowling and re-
verse swing is going to
come into it, which we can

expect in India. Probably
get more spin overs here,
our batters are probably
going to face more spin
here as well, so it's a really
good connection.

"Even personally, cap-
taining here might be a lit-
tle different to the last few
Test matches," he added.

Australia currently are
sitting pretty atop the
WTC points table with 10
wins from 14 Tests. In
their last series before the
final, Cummins and Co.
will face India, who are
second with eight wins.

Australia are eyeing a

WTC final in June before
taking on arch-rivals
England in the five-Test
Ashes campaign.

"It's been a big driver for
us over the last couple of
years. I think playing in
London (in) a final against
India, say, at a neutral
venue, that's really excit-
ing."

Australia had missed
out on the WTC final spot
in the inaugural edition to
New Zealand after being
docked four points by the
ICC for being two overs be-
hind in the 2020 Boxing
Day Test. "It was still a

new concept so even
things like overs rates it
wasn't really spoken about
as importantly as perhaps
what we think about it
now," said the Australian
pace spearhead.

"I think we got down to
nine minutes down at one
stage (in a recent Test) so
we just made sure we had
Travis Head or 'Smithy'
(Steve Smith, two part-
time spin bowlers) as an
option and we got back ba-
sically within a couple of
overs.

"Having just missed out
on the World Test
Championship final last
cycle, that was always
going to be a big goal. I
think we've been playing
fantastically, we've put
ourselves in that position
to earn that spot early
which is a huge driver for
us. "It's always exciting
going to England and play-
ing an Ashes series, but
adding in a World Test
Championship final is
huge."

SCG pitch has ‘huge connection’
to India, says Cummins

Mumbai, Jan 03 (PTI):

Star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah was on Tuesday
added to India's ODI squad
for the three games against
Sri Lanka after National
Cricket Academy declared
him fit for home series be-
ginning January 10.
Bumrah last played for
India in September and had

also missed the T20 World
Cup in Australia due to a
back injury. "The All-India
Senior Selection Committee
has included pacer Jasprit
Bumrah in India's ODI
squad for the upcoming
Mastercard 3-match ODI se-
ries against Sri Lanka.

"The pacer has under-
gone rehabilitation and has
been declared fit by the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA). He will be joining
the Team India ODI squad
soon," said the BCCI in a
statement. The first ODI
will be played in Guwahati
on January 10, second in
Kolkata on January 12 and
third in Trivandrum on
January 15.

With the focus on 50-over
cricket in an ODI World Cup
year, it is unlikely that
Bumrah will feature in the
shortest format till the ICC
event at home in October-
November.

Bumrah added to India’s
ODI squad for SL series

after NCA fitness clearance

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

Celebrated filmmaker
Muzaffar Ali will show-
case his lesser-known
artistic side outside of cin-
ema at an upcoming exhi-
bition, featuring the direc-
tor’s paintings, collages,
sketches and designed ob-
jects.

The ‘Muzaffar Ali’ exhi-
bition at Bikaner House
here from January 11 will
shed light on a variety of
media that have kept the
director and fashion de-
signer busy beyond the
world of movies.

Curated by scholar-au-
thor Uma Nair, the pio-
neering show by Masha
Art will feature a compre-
hensive body of Ali’s
works in the past four
decades.

The show will also fea-
ture some large-scale
paintings that Ali con-
ceived and completed dur-
ing the Covid-19 lockdown.

“My relationship with
sketch-pen and brush,
crayon and acrylic and oil
is both organic and scien-
tific.
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A medic collects a sample for the COVID-19 test at a public health centre, in
Bengaluru, Tuesday.

COVID-19 TEST

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju with BJP MP Sushil Modi and Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama during the foundation
stone laying ceremony of ‘Dalai Lama Centre for Tibetan and Indian Ancient Wisdom’, in Bodh Gaya, Tuesday. 
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Kozhikode (Kerala), Jan
03 (PTI): Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Tuesday said art is be-
yond any religion or caste
and everyone should enjoy
it without any discrimina-
tion or differences.

Vijayan said this after
inaugurating the 61st
Kerala School Arts
Festival, which is dubbed
as Asia’s biggest school-re-
lated cultural event.

In his speech at the
event, the Chief Minister
said the festival should be
a stage for enjoying and
encouraging the diverse
art forms in the state and
the country, irrespective of
their religious or caste
background. “This festival
is a stage for participants
to show their talents and
entertain each other and
those present in the audi-
ence, irrespective of their
religion or caste. Art is be-

yond any religion or caste.
“Therefore, that is how the
festival should be enjoyed
and seen by everyone in
order to ensure unity in
the state. Then only, we
can ensure that Kerala
continues to be a centre of
peace, happiness and secu-
larism,” Vijayan said. To

the over 14,000 partici-
pants, the Chief Minister
said everyone cannot win
and therefore the focus
should be on participating
in the event.

“Participation in itself
is a major achievement
and this mindset should be
inculcated in the students

and parents too should
adopt it,” he added.

Vijayan also said that
the government was duty-
bound to ensure social se-
curity of children and a
major step in that direc-
tion was the massive
statewide anti-drug cam-
paign launched by his ad-
ministration.

The Chief Minister, in
his speech, further said
that the festival — which
began in 1957 and is con-
sidered as Asia’s biggest
school arts festival —
could not be held in the
last two years due to the
covid-19 pandemic which
played spoilsport for many
such cultural gatherings.

The pandemic also
caused psychological prob-
lems among children as
they were confined in-
doors and could not get to-
gether with their peers,
Vijayan said.

‘Art is beyond religion or caste’

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurates the 61st
Kerala School Kalolsavam, in Kozhikode, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday dedicated to the
nation 28 infrastructure
projects including
bridges and roads in
strategically-key areas of
Ladakh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Jammu and Kashmir
among others to boost
military preparedness
and spur socio-economic
growth.

The defence minister
unveiled the projects,
built at a cost of Rs 724
crore, at a function held
at the Siyom bridge on
the Along-Yinkiong road
in Arunachal Pradesh, in
his first visit to the bor-
der state that came three-
and-a-half weeks after an
attempt of transgression
by the Chinese troops in
the Tawang sector of the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC).

The projects comprised
22 bridges including the
Siyom bridge, three roads
and three other projects.
Eight of these projects
are in Ladakh, five in
Arunachal Pradesh, four
in Jammu and Kashmir,
three each in Sikkim,
Punjab and Uttarakhand
and two in Rajasthan, ac-
cording to the defence
ministry.

In his address, Singh
also made an indirect ref-
erence to the Chinese
PLA’s attempts of trans-
gressions along the LAC.

“Recently, our forces ef-
fectively countered the
adversary in the
Northern sector and dealt
with the situation with
bravery and promptness.
This was made possible
due to adequate infra-
structural development
in the region,” he said.
“This motivates us even
more for the progress of
far-flung areas,” he said.

Rajnath dedicates 28 infra projects from Arunachal 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema Khandu during the inaugural
ceremony of Siyom Bridge in Arunachal Pradesh and 27
other projects, Tuesday.

Kasaragod (Ker), Dec 03
(PTI): When she migrated
to the US years ago with
her parents after discon-
tinuing studies in a village
school in Kerala, Juli A
Mathew never wanted to
be a lawyer or judge.

Some legal issues,
which her father had faced
in his business years ago,
had sowed in her mind the
first seeds of thought
about the need to study
law.

Mathew later served as
an advocate for 15 long
years in the US and creat-
ed history by becoming
the first Indian-American
woman to be elected to a
judge’s bench there four
years ago shattering the
glass ceiling and defying
odds. After taking oath as
a Fort Bend County Judge
in Texas in the US for the
second consecutive time,
she now feels that this is
the best job she ever had
and she likes this profes-
sion the most. A native of
Thiruvalla in
Pathanamthitta district,
Mathew took oath as a

judge of the county court
in Texas from her hus-
band’s village house in
this northernmost Kerala
district via video confer-
encing on Monday.

“It was my wish to
swear-in from my hus-
band’s house this time.
Otherwise my in-laws
could not have been able to
partake in the ceremony. I
am so happy that they and
other family members
could witness the oath-tak-
ing,” she told PTI on
Tuesday.

Mathew said when she
became the judge for the
first time four years ago,
her parents were there to
witness the ceremony and
bless her. “It was such a
beautiful memory,” the
woman, in her mid-forties,
said. She also recalled how
her parents once tried to
discourage her from pur-
suing legal studies as it
was a “stressful” field.

This time, her parents
and elder daughter could
not take part in the cere-
mony as they were away in
the US.

‘She never wished to be a judge,
but this Indian-American woman
now cherishes the job the most’

Indian-American Juli A Mathew takes oath as a Fort Bend
County Judge in Texas via video conferencing.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  0033  ((PPTTII))  :: The
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has
not taken any stand on the new
forest conservation rules and a
dialogue with the Union
Environment Ministry on the
matter will continue, its
Chairman Harsh Chouhan said
on Tuesday. 

“The commission is a consti-
tutional body having the powers
of a civil court. We are not a
political entity and have taken
any stand (on the new forest
conservation rules). The NCST’s
objective is to evaluate policies
and inform the government
about any violations of tribal
rights through the President,”
Chouhan told PTI. The commis-
sion had written to the
Environment ministry last
September, saying the Forest
Conservation Rules, 2022,
would have “serious” impacts
on the rights of Scheduled

Tribes and other traditional for-
est dwellers (OTFDs). The NCST
had rued that the ministry did
not consult it on such an impor-
tant amendment and asked
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav to keep the
rules in abeyance. Reports on
Tuesday quoted Chouhan as
saying that the NCST’s position
on the matter “will be the
same”. The Forest Rights Act
(FRA) grants substantial access

and management rights over
forest land and forests to STs
and OTFDs traditionally residing
in those areas. Any diversion of
such forest land for non-forest
purposes requires the consent
of the rights-holders. To ensure
this, FRA compliance in forest
conservation processes
requires recognition of rights in
the proposed forest to be
diverted, titles issued, details of
the proposal and impacts on STs
and OTFDs placed in front of
gram sabhas and their free
prior informed consent sought
before sending the proposal for
Stage I clearance. 

“The current rules have done
away with the requirement of
seeking consent all together
and have left the process of
recognition of rights to be car-
ried out after stage I clearance
or even Stage II clearance,”
Chouhan had said in his letter to
the Environment ministry.

‘Have not taken any stand on
new forest conservation rules’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The national executive of
the BJP will meet here for two
days on January 16-17 and is
likely to endorse an extension
in its national president J P
Nadda’s tenure, according to
party sources on Tuesday. The
key organisational body of the
party will deliberate on its
strategy for the upcoming state
assembly elections and take
stock of its preparations for the
2024 Lok Sabha polls as well,
sources said. There is a strong
possibility that Nadda, whose
three-year term as the party
president ends later this
month, may get the extension
as party chief in view of the
coming elections, the party
sources said. The deliberation
on countrywide programmes
planned by the government to
mark India’s presidency of G-20
is likely to be one of the high-

lights of the meeting, with the
BJP set to laud Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s efforts in this
regard and prepare a road map
to involve its cadres in the exer-
cise, sources said. The party’s
performance in recently held
assembly polls and the func-
tioning of the BJP’s government
at the Centre could also come
up for discussion in the meet-
ing, they added. Postponement
of the organisational polls in
view of the assembly elections
and the all-important Lok
Sabha polls in 2024, may also
come up for discussion at the
meeting. According to sources,
the process of internal polls in
the party may begin after the
Lok Sabha polls are over in
April-May 2024. Nadda’s prede-
cessor and Home Minister Amit
Shah had also got an extension
to spearhead the party’s prepa-
ration for the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls.

BJP national executive
meeting in Delhi 

On Jan 16-17

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought a re-
sponse from the CBI to the
bail plea of former
Congress councillor
Balwan Khokhar, sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment in a 1984 anti-Sikh
riots case, on several
grounds including having
already served almost
nine years in jail.

Besides Khokhar, for-
mer Congress MP Sajjan
Kumar and ex-MLA
Mahender Yadav are serv-
ing life imprisonment and
10-year jail term respec-
tively in the same case.

A bench comprising
Justices S K Kaul and
Abhay S Oka took note of
the submission that

Khokhar has undergone
eight years and 10 months
of imprisonment so far in
the case besides being 50
per cent handicapped.

“Issue notice. List after
four weeks,” the bench
said and asked the CBI to
file its response in the
meantime.

Earlier in May 2020, the
apex court had denied in-
terim bail or parole on
health grounds to former
Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar.

Sajjan Kumar and
Balwan Khokhar are
lodged in Tihar jail after
the Delhi High Court con-
victed them on December
17, 2018 in the case.

Khokhar’s life sentence
was upheld by the Delhi
High Court in 2018, while

it had overturned the ac-
quittal of Kumar by the
trial court in 2013 in the
case related to the killing
of five Sikhs in Raj Nagar
Part-I in Palam Colony in
southwest Delhi on
November 1-2, 1984 and
burning down of a gurd-
wara in Raj Nagar Part-II.

The anti-Sikh riots had
broken out after the assas-
sination of then prime
minister Indira Gandhi on
October 31, 1984 by her
two Sikh bodyguards.

The high court had also
upheld the conviction and
varying sentences award-
ed by the trial court to re-
tired naval officer Captain
Bhagmal, Girdhari Lal
and former MLAs
Mahender Yadav and
Kishan Khokhar.

SC seeks CBI response on
bail plea of ex-councillor 

Serving life term in 1984 anti-Sikh riots case

Muzaffar Ali to exhibit
non-cinema artistic works
 At upcoming show

Armed Pak
intruder shot
dead by BSF

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  JJaann  0033  ((PPTTII)):: An
armed Pakistani intruder was
shot dead by the Border
Security Force (BSF) along the
India-Pakistan international
border in Punjab on Tuesday
morning, officials said.

The infiltration bid was
detected in Gurdaspur’s Ajnala
sector around 8 am and the
troops subsequently recovered
the body of a man along with a
weapon there.

“At about 0830 hours, BSF
troops of border post Channa
in Gurdaspur sector observed
suspected movement of an
armed Pak intruder ahead of
the fence.

“The suspected intruder was
challenged and neutralised by
the troops,” a BSF spokesper-
son said. “A gun was found
near the body of the Pakistani
miscreant and an extensive
search of the area is in
progress,” the spokesperson
said.

Harsh Chouhan



Collide
CCuuddddaalloorree:: Five members
of a family, including two
children, were killed in a
multiple collision involv-
ing the car in which they
were traveling and a
lorry, on the Chennai-
Trichy national highway
near Veppur in Tamil
Nadu's Cuddalore dis-
trict, police said on
Tuesday. The car, bound
for Chennai, halted near
Veppur in the early hours
owing to the traffic con-
gestion caused due to the
construction of a flyover
at Iyyanarpalayam when
a speeding lorry crashed
into the car from behind.

Strike
MMuummbbaaii:: Unions of three
state-owned power com-
panies in Maharashtra
have warned of a 72-
hour strike from
Wednesday to protest
against privatisation of
power companies, an
official said on Tuesday.
The strike has been
called by Maharashtra
Rajya Karmachari,
Adhikari and Abhiyanta
Sangharsh Samiti, an
action committee of
power company unions.

Bail 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Tuesday granted inter-
im bail to five accused in
a corruption case related
to the alleged excise poli-
cy scam. Special Judge
MK Nagpal granted the
interim relief while
directing the CBI to file
replies to their regular
bail pleas by January 24.
Those who were granted
interim bail include two
former excise depart-
ment officials, Kuldeep
Singh and Narender
Singh, and businessman
Sameer Mahendru.

Rescue
MMuummbbaaii:: The Mumbai
police have rescued a
man who was abducted
a month ago for a ran-
som of Rs 7 lakh and
arrested one of the
accused involved in the
crime, an official said on
Tuesday. The police on
Sunday rescued the vic-
tim from Maharashtra's
Sangli district and
arrested a 28-year-old
man, while four others
involved in the abduction
are at large, the official
from NM Joshi Marg
police station said.

Prohibit
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: The Andhra
Pradesh government
issued an order late on
Monday night prohibiting
conduct of public meet-
ings and rallies on roads,
including National
Highways, citing public
safety but all opposition
parties vociferously
decried the move, alleg-
ing it was aimed at muz-
zling their voices.
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A man wrapped in a shawl 
carries a child on a cold winter

day, in Gurugram, Tuesday.
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Nagpur, Jan 03 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Tuesday outlined the vi-
sion for science for the next
25 years, urging re-
searchers to make the
country self-reliant and
focus on converting their
knowledge to bring about
change in everyday life.

Inaugurating the 108th
Indian Science Congress
here, Modi also stressed on
strengthening scientific
processes, focus on emerg-
ing areas such as quantum
technologies, data sciences,
development of new vac-
cines, stepping up efforts
on surveillance for newer
diseases and encouraging
youngsters to take up re-
search. "Efforts of science

can turn into great
achievements only when
they come out of the lab
and reach the land, and
their impact reaches from
global to grassroots, when
its ambit is from journal to
zameen (land, everyday

life) and when change is
visible from research to
real life," the Prime
Minister said. The five-day
Indian Science Congress
was inaugurated at the
Rashtrasant Tukdoji
Maharaj Nagpur

University here in the pres-
ence of Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshiyari, Union
Ministers Nitin Gadkari
and Jitendra Singh, Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde
and Deputy Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis.

The Prime Minister
made a strong pitch for cre-
ating an institutional
framework and a mentor-
mentee (guru-shishya) sys-
tem that could build upon
the successes of talent
hunts and hackathons to
attract youngsters to sci-
ence. The Prime Minister
also highlighted the oppor-
tunities for private compa-
nies and startups by associ-
ating with research labs
and academic institutions.

He urged researchers to
focus on quantum comput-
ing and emerge as world
leaders in the upcoming
field.

Korea Jan 03: 

A 54-year-old woman
was killed by a leopard in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district on
Tuesday, a forest official
said.

This was the third inci-
dent of leopard attack in
less than a month in the
district, he said. The latest
incident took place at
Singrauli village under
Janakpur forest range. A
leopard attacked Umabai
Baiga when she stepped
out of her house to answer
nature's call. After being
alerted, forest personnel
reached the spot and found
her mutilated body in the
nearby forest. An immedi-
ate relief of Rs 25,000 was

given to the victim's kin
while balance Rs 5.75 lakh
will be disbursed after the
completion of formalities,
the official said. An 80-
year-old woman was killed
in a leopard attack in the
area on December 11 while
an eight-year-old boy was
injured in another inci-
dent on December 23 in
the district. Cage traps
have been installed to cap-
ture the animal, the offi-
cial added.

Jaipur, Jan 03 (PTI): 

Terming the
Constitution as a living
document, President
Droupadi Murmu on
Tuesday said it was fully
capable of incorporating
the changing hopes and as-
pirations of people.

"Our democracy is the
largest and most vibrant
democracy in the world.
The Constitution is the
basis of our great democ-
racy," Murmu said while
addressing the inaugura-
tion ceremony of the
Constitution Park at Raj
Bhavan here. Referring to

the 105 Constitutional
amendments, she said, "In
this way, our Constitution
is a living document
which is fully capable of
containing the hopes and
aspirations of the public
changing with time."

The makers created a

c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Constitution due to their
sensitivity towards each
section of society and
awareness of each level of
democracy and each as-
pect of administration,
she said. "Our visionary
Constitution makers had

clarity of thought about
the rights of future gener-
ations to create systems
according to their needs.
That is why the provision
for Constitutional amend-
ments were included in
the Constitution itself,"
she said.

She said women, on the
strength of their struggle
and ability, were continu-
ously increasing their
presence from panchayat
bhavans to the Parliament
and serving the society
and the country.

Apart from valour,
Rajasthan's history was
one of dignity and empow-
erment of women, she
added.

She also expressed con-
fidence that the
Constitution Park would
inspire the coming genera-
tions.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI): 

The need for a second
booster dose of Covid vac-
cine is not on the agenda of
the government as of now,
official sources said on
Tuesday amid renewed con-
cerns about the viral infec-
tions in view of surge in
some countries.

A fourth Covid shot is un-
warranted at the moment
as most people in the coun-
try are yet to receive their
third dose, they said.

Also, there is no data
available on the utility of a
second booster for the cur-
rently used vaccines, the
sources said.

India began administer-
ing a precautionary or
booster dose in January
2022 and till now only 28 per
cent of the eligible popula-
tion have taken it.

"The need for a second

booster dose of Covid vac-
cines is not on the agenda of
the government as of now
nor are discussion over it
underway. Most important-
ly, majority of the popula-
tion are yet to receive a
third dose and those who
are due for it should take
it," an official source said.

Countries such as the US
and the UK are administer-
ing third and fourth booster
doses to fully vaccinated in-
dividuals as well as extra
shots to the immunocom-
promised who did not have
a strong immune response
from their initial doses.

Indian Medical
Association (IMA) repre-
sentatives and senior doc-
tors in a meeting on
December 26 urged Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya to consider the
fourth dose for healthcare
and frontline workers.

The meeting came
against the backdrop of ris-
ing cases globally, especial-
ly in China, Japan, South
Korea, and Thailand.

"Healthcare profession-
als are exposed to a larger
number of coronavirus in-
fected patients resulting in
repeated exposure to the
virus which can trigger
more infections among the
healthcare community," for-
mer IMA president Dr J A
Jayalal had said.

"To counter that, they
need augmented immunity
against the virus," he ar-
gued. Amid a spike in Covid
cases in some countries, the
Union Health Ministry has
sounded an alert, tightened
Covid guidelines and asked
states and Union territories
to prepare for any eventual-
ity. It has also urged them to
increase coverage of the
precaution dose.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

A second batch of 12
cheetahs is likely to arrive
in India from South Africa
in January, sources said on
Tuesday.

Discussions with South
African authorities to
translocate 12 cheetahs to
Kuno National Park are at
an advanced stage and the
animals are likely to arrive
in January, a Union
Environment ministry
source said.

Officials from the Kuno
National Park gave a pres-
entation on the prepared-
ness for the introduction of
the 12 cheetahs, comprising
seven males and five fe-
males, at the 20th meeting

of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA) at the Bandipur
Tiger Reserve in
Karnataka.

The cheetahs have been
in quarantine in South
Africa for the last six
months. A memorandum of
understanding for the inter-
continental transfer of the
spotted felines is yet to be
signed, the sources said.

According to the 'Action
Plan for Reintroduction of
Cheetah in India' prepared
by the Wildlife Institute of
India, around 12-14 wild
cheetahs (8-10 males and 4-6
females) that are ideal for
establishing a new cheetah
population would be im-
ported from South Africa,
Namibia and other African
countries as a founder stock

for five years initially and
then as required by the pro-
gramme. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had re-
leased the first batch of
eight cheetahs -- five fe-
males and three males --
from Namibia into a quar-
antine enclosure at the
Kuno National Park on his
72nd birthday on
September 17.

Minister of State for
Environment Ashwini
Kumar Choubey informed
Parliament last month that
all the eight cheetahs had
been released into larger ac-
climatisation enclosures
and none of them were
under quarantine.

No health complications
have been reported in the
introduced cheetahs, he
had said.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

The preliminary
postmortem report of
the 20-year-old
woman, who was hit
and dragged by a car,
indicated "no injury
suggestive of sexual
assault", according to

Delhi Police which on
Tuesday also recorded the
statement of her female
companion who was riding
pillion on scooter with the
victim and had fled the acci-
dent spot "out of fear".

The eyewitness' account
will be important evidence
in getting the accused pun-
ished and more CCTV
footage has been recovered
that could help establish the
sequence of events on
Sunday night, the police
said.

While public outrage sim-
mered over the incident and
the alleged apathy shown by
the police initially, there
was heavy police deploy-
ment outside the victim's

residence. Doctors of the
MAMC board who carried
out the autopsy opined that
the provisional cause of
death was "shock and haem-
orrhage as a result of ante-

mortem injury to the head,
spine, left femur and lower
limbs". "All injuries collec-
tively can cause death in the
ordinary course of nature.
However, injury to the head,
spine, long bone and other
injuries can cause death in-
dependently and collective-
ly in the ordinary course of
nature," the doctors opined.

"All injuries produced by
blunt force impact and pos-
sible with vehicular acci-
dent and dragging," the pre-
liminary report said.

The doctors said they
would be able to offer a final
opinion after the receipt of
chemical analysis and bio-
logical sample reports.

"Also, the report indi-
cates that there is no injury
suggestive of sexual as-
sault. The final report will
be received in due course,"

said Sagar Preet Hooda,
Special Commissioner of
Police (Law and Order).

Sources said that there
were no injury marks on
her private parts.

Anjali Singh was killed in
the early hours of the New
Year after her scooter was
hit by a car, which dragged
her for 12 km. Her body was
found in Kanjhawala area.

All five accused were sent
to three days in police cus-
tody on Monday.

The body was handed
over to her family on
Tuesday for cremation.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday announced a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh for
the victim's family and as-
sured that the government
will appoint the best lawyer
to fight the case.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

Five cases of COVID-19's
XBB.1.5 variant, responsible for
the rise in cases in the US, have
been found in India, according
to data from the Indian SARS-
CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG).
Of the five, three cases were
found in Gujarat and one each in
Karnataka and Rajasthan,
according to INSACOG figures
on Tuesday. The XBB.1.5 strain
is a relative of the Omicron XBB
variant, which is a recombinant
of the Omicron BA.2.10.1 and
BA.2.75 subvariants. Combined,
XBB and XBB.1.5 make up 44
per cent of cases in the US.
COVID-19 variant Omicron and
its sub-lineages continue to be
the dominant variant in India
with 'XBB' being the most
prevalent sub-lineage circulat-
ing all over the country,
INSACOG has said.
INSACOG reports genomic sur-
veillance of SARS-CoV-2 across
the country through sequencing
of samples from sentinel sites
and international passengers
arriving in India.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI): 

The railways will roll out hydro-
gen-powered trains on its narrow
gauge heritage routes by
December, making them "com-
pletely green".
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said Tuesday the trains
will be on the lines of those run-
ning in China and Germany.
As a pilot project, the railways is
manufacturing a prototype of
hydrogen fuel-based train at the
Northern Railway workshop. It
would be test-run on the
Sonipat-Jind section in Haryana.
"We will roll out the hydrogen
trains on the heritage routes
from December 2023. This will
mean that these heritage routes
will go completely green," said
Vaishnaw. Worldwide, there is a

bid to replace diesel-powered
locomotives with hydrogen-pro-
pelled engines wherever full
electrification is difficult or too
expensive as it offers an emis-
sion-free, quiet alternative that
can be economically competi-
tive. Germany's Coradia iLint is
the world's first passenger train
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell,
which produces electrical power
for traction. This zero-emission
train emits low levels of noise,
with exhaust being only steam
and condensed water. This train
can run 1000 km at a speed of
140kmph at one go. This train
was being tested in Germany
since 2018.
China too recently launched
Asia's first hydrogen-powered
trains for the Urban Railways. It
gets a range of 600 km on a sin-
gle tank, with a top speed of 160
kmph, according to reports.

‘Convert knowledge to bring
change to everyday life’

̈ Focus on 
emerging sciences

PM  Modi addresses the 108th Indian Science Congress on the theme
'Science and Technology for Sustainable Development with Women
Empowerment', via video conferencing, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

‘5 cases of Covid’s
XBB.1.5 variant
found in India’

Leopard kills woman

Third attack in one month

A leopard attacked Umabai
Baiga when she stepped out
of her house to answer
nature's call. After being
alerted, forest personnel
reached the spot and found
her mutilated body in the
nearby forest. An immediate
relief of Rs 25,000 was given
to the victim's kin while bal-
ance Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed after the completion
of formalities. Cage traps
have been installed to capture
the animal.

About the incident

Constitution a living document: Prez
̈ Capable of 

incorporating 
changing aspirations
of people

President Droupadi Murmu with Rajasthan Governor Kalraj Mishra
and Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot during the inauguration of
'Samvidhan Udyan' at Raj Bhawan in Jaipur, Tuesday.

‘Second Covid booster shot unwarranted’

Second batch of 12 cheetahs

to arrive at Kuno
̈ This month

R-DAY REHEARSAL

Indian Coast Gaurds congingent rehearses for the Republic Parade 2023 at the Kartavya Path during a cold and
foggy morning, in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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Family members during cremation of the 20-year-old woman who was
killed after being hit and dragged by a car, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Railways to run hydrogen-powered
trains on heritage routes

̈ By Dec 2023
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Bhilai, Dec 03: 

Residents of general
and under-privileged sec-
tions living in Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
area will no longer need to
take hotels and expensive
private wedding halls for
marriage, engagement
and other functions. On
the initiatives of Bhilai
Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav, a grand Manglik
Bhawan with all the facili-
ties is being constructed in
Hudco.

On Monday, MLA
Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal conduct-
ed a surprise inspection of
the construction site and
oversaw the quality of the
construction work. They
took information about
the development work.
MLA Devendra Yadav
gave instructions to the
concerned contractor and

said that any negligence
will not be tolerated in the
construction work.
Construction work should
be completed on time and
quality should be taken
care of. It is worth men-
tioning that after the con-
struction of this building,

common citizens will also
be able to organize mar-
riage-party and engage-
ment programs easily by
paying nominal fees. The
citizens had demanded
from Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav for such a
building. On the public de-

mand, MLA Devendra
Yadav took the initiative
and sent the proposal to
the government. After re-
ceiving approval, the ten-
dering process was com-
pleted and a work order
was issued. Earlier, on the
initiative of MLA Yadav, a

SarvManglik Bhawan was
constructed in
Baikunthdham. The sec-
ond Manglik Bhawan is
being constructed in
Hudco.

According to informa-
tion, SarvaManglik
Bhawan will have all the
facilities including a
grand garden, marriage
hall, AC and non AC
rooms, etc. There will be 25
rooms, out of which 20
rooms will have attached
toilets. After completion of
construction and finishing
works, the ACs will be in-
stalled in the rooms and
halls.

Along with this, a big
kitchen has also been con-
structed here. There will
be parking space for 150 to
200 vehicles. MLA Yadav
said that the people of the
entire city will benefit
from the SarvaManglik
Bhavan.

MLA and Mayor inspect SarvaManglik
Bhawan construction site

Bhilai, Jan 03: 

Gram Panchayat Patora
is going to become the first
village of the district
where e-rickshaws will be
used for door-to-door
garbage collection by the
women SHG involved in
this task. Several works
have been done in the field
of cleanliness by the Gram
Panchayat in the past and
in this series another new
initiative is being taken by
the Gram Panchayat. The
work of garbage collection
by e-rickshaw will be done
by Saraswati Didi Women
Self Help Group. E-rick-
shaws and tractor trolleys
were purchased under the
Swachh Bharat Mission
under the guidance of
District Panchayat
President Shalini Yadav.
With this, Patora has be-
come the first village in
Chhattisgarh where such

initiative has been taken
for cleanliness. With the
resolve to maintain the
sustainability of cleanli-
ness in the village, an e-
rickshaw was flagged off
from the District
Panchayat Durg for village
Patora. Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, President, District
Panchayat; Ashwani
Dewangan, Chief

Executive Officer, District
P a n c h a y a t ;
A n j i t a G o p e s h S a h u ,
Sarpanch, Patora;
Rivendra Yadav,
GopeshSahu, Suresh
Kapse, Saraswati Didi self-
help group members
BhuneshwariDewangan,
SohdraSahu, Dina Sahu,
and office staff were pres-
ent.

Patora becomes first 
village to have e-rickshaws

for garbage collection 

Bhilai, Jan 03: Sinter
Plant -3 in Bhilai Steel
Plant has achieved yet an-
other milestone. The plant,
a vital cog in the steel mak-
ing process, has achieved
80 MT (Million Ton) cumu-
lative production on
December 29, 2022.

Sinter Plant -3 was com-
missioned in 2001 with sin-
gle machine of 3.2 MTPA
capacity. The plant was
augmented with a second
sinter machine, commis-
sioned in 2014 with 3.7
MTPA capacity. Thus far,

Machine 1 has produced
approximately 60 MT and
Machine 2 had recently
crossed the 20 MT cumula-
tive production target on
December 06, 2022.

The momentous occa-
sion was marked by cake
cutting ceremony by
ED(W) Anjani Kumar.
Senior management offi-
cials of BSP. Ex- SP-3 em-
ployees and officials from
customer, supplier & serv-
ices departments joined
the celebrations.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, ED(W) congratulated
the entire SP-3 fraternity
for this achievement and
urged the workforce to
have a personal bond with
the machines and equip-
ment in their respective
areas. Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM I/c (Iron) applauded
the turnaround Sinter
Plant has achieved over
the last few years. PK
Sarkar, CGM I/c
(Services), AsitSaha, CGM
I/c (M&U) and Rajiv
Pandey, CGM(PBS) & A
Shankar GM I/c (Elect) ap-

preciated the inclusive
growth that SP-3 is striving
for and commended the
high morale and synergy
displayed by the team.

In his address, AK
Dutta, CGM (SPs), thanked
the management for the
unwavering and constant
support extended and as-
sured that the SP-III team
is fully energized and
ready to take up any chal-
lenge and shall achieve the
100 MT target soon. MRK
Shariff GM I/c, SP-III
thanked the management
and all present for the sup-
port and stated that SP-III
team is fully motivated and
working in synergy to ful-
fil all the requirements of
Blast Furnaces in terms of
quantity and quality.

With the adoption of ad-
vanced operational and
maintenance practices and
advent of state-of-the-art
digital initiatives, Sinter
Plant 3 is all geared up to
face the new challenges in
their onward journey to-
wards 100MT and beyond.

Sinter Plant 3 achieves yet another Milestone
Bhilai, Jan 03: 

Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg Vice-
Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta felicitated
Professor of Hindi,
G o v e r n m e n t
DanveerTularam Post
Graduate College, Utai, Dr
Siya Ram Sharma on
being nominated as a
member of Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi by
presenting a shrifal and
shawl in the university.
Giving this information,
Dr Prashant Srivastava,
Vice-Chancellor, Student
Welfare said that Dr
Sharma is the first profes-
sor from Chhattisgarh to
be nominated as a mem-
ber of the Sahitya
Akademi, New Delhi.

Principal of
Government College, Utai,
Dr Rajesh Pandey, Senior
Professors, Dr Alim Khan,
Dr Awadhesh Srivastava,
Dr Rita Gupta and Dean

Student Welfare, Dr
Prashant Srivastava were
also present during the fe-
licitation.

It is worth mentioning
that Dr Siya Ram Sharma,
during his more than 28
years of government serv-
ice, has got many excel-
lent works written and
published in national level
newspapers and maga-
zines. Well-known profes-
sor and litterateur of the
region, who has great in-

terest in Hindi literature,
Dr Sharma completed his
postgraduate education in
Delhi. Presently 04 re-
search scholars are doing
PhD research under the
guidance of Dr Sharma.
Congratulating Dr
Sharma on his success,
the Vice-Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta said that
being a member of the na-
tional level Sahitya
Akademi is a matter of
pride for the entire region.

Dr Palta asked other pro-
fessors to keep striving for
similar remarkable
achievements.

Principal of
Government College, Utai,
Dr Rajesh Pandey said
that with this achieve-
ment of Dr Siya Ram
Sharma, the name of the
college has been inscribed
on the national panel. Dr
Sharmadeserves congrat-
ulations for this. In re-
sponse Dr Siya Ram
Sharma thanked the Vice
Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta, Principal, Dr
Rajesh Pandey and all the
fellow professors of the
college. He said that the
constant encouragement
and research activities
given by the university
and the college has result-
ed in this success. In fu-
ture also, as a member of
Sahitya Akademi, he will
continue to work to en-
courage literary activities
in Chhattisgarh region.

Prof Siya Ram Sharma nominated as 
member of Sahitya Akademi; VC felicitates

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033::

A strategic decision taken
to reduce sinter percentage in
burden first in Blast Furnace 8
and then in BF 7 has resulted in
Blast Furnaces sustain daily
Hot Metal production levels
between 17500 and 18000
Tonnes even with daily sinter
production of less than 24000 T
owing to one sinter machine in
Sinter Plant 2 under break-
down from December 23, 2022
onwards. Daily consumption of
sinter in BF 7 & BF 8 has strate-
gically been reduced by 3200 T. 

From December 15, 2022, a
decision was taken by the plant
to reduce sinter percentage in
burden. In BF 8, sinter percent-
age in burden was kept at 52 to
55 %. The pellet percentage in
burden is 22% in BF 8. The

same modality was followed in
BF 7 also. This decision has led
to reduction in daily consump-
tion of sinter in BF 7 & BF 8 by
around 3200 T. This reduction
in consumption has resulted in
filling up of emergency sinter
bunker of Sinter Plant 3 to a

level of around 18000
Tonnes.The shop has been able
to sustain daily Hot Metal pro-
duction at 17500 to 18000 T
with no reduction in blast on
account of sinter shortage.

Earlier, there was blast
reduction due to sinter short-

age. Now with reduced sinter
percentage, there is no sinter
shortfall inspite of  non avail-
ability of one machine of Sinter
Plant 2.In October2022, sinter
percentage in burden was 65.5
with average daily consump-
tion of sinter at 8370 T. In
November2022, the sinter per-
centage in burden was 60.5
with average daily consump-
tion of sinter at 8465 T. With
sinter percentage in burden
reduced to 56.5 in December
2022, average daily consump-
tion of sinter is now down to
7056 Tonnes.

This game changer strategy
taken by the Plant was imple-
mented first by BF 8 Team
under guidance of Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM In-charge
(Iron). The same strategy is
now being replicated in BF 7.

Reduced Sinter in Burden helps 
sustain Hot Metal Production levels

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033:: Police have
arrested two ruffians and have
recovered sharp weapons from
their possession. CSP
Chhawani Prabhat Kumar
informed that Khursipar Police
Station received a complaint
from one Babulal Sahu of
Shivaji Nagar Khursipar.
Babulal's elder brother was
taking a walk after dinner in
the locality. Meanwhile, Karan
Bharti and Mohit Banjare of the
locality intercepted him and

attacked with sharp weapons.
Acting on the complaint, Sub
Inspector Mahendra Jai Singh,
Chumuk Sinha and Aman
Sharma reached Shivaji Nagar
and the accused were taken
into custody. A knife was
recovered from Mohit Banjare
while a sword was recovered
from Karan Bharti. Police
booked the accused under the
provisions mentioned in sec-
tions 294, 506B, 324, 34 of IPC
and 25, 27 Arms Act.

Two arrested 
with sharp weapons

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033:: Police arrested a
notorious goon on charges of
threatening the people with a
sharp weapon. CSP Vaibhav
Banker informed that under
the directions of SP Abhishek
Pallava, the team of Durg
Police is taking action against
the habitual offenders and
goons. In this sequel, police
received a tip off that a habitu-
al offender was threatening
people with a knife at New Bus
Stand in Durg. Police team
swung into action and the

notorious goon Bablu Irani was
taken into custody. A knife was
recovered from his possession.
The accused Bablu Irani alias
Jakir Hussein (55) son of
Mukaddar Ali a resident of
Iranidera, Kelabadi was booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 25, 27 of Arms
Act. Head Constable
Harishchandra Chaudhary,
Constable Ravindra Singh,
Radheshyam Chandrakar and
Mithlesh Sahu played a vital
role in arresting the accused.

Notorious goon
Bablu Irani arrested

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033::  

A 42-year-old man was allegedly
murdered by his father and three
other members of the family. The
deceased often troubled his fam-
ily members after consuming
liquor. Using abusive words, he
was quarrelling with the family
members on January 01. Angered
family members overpowered
him and throttled him to death.
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava informed
that Gangadhar Patel (42) son of

Dwarika Patel a resident of vil-
lage Konka (Dhamdha) was
found dead in suspicious condi-
tion at his home. On January 02,
his father Dwarika Patel gave
information in this regard at
Dhamdha Police Station. Police
team reached the spot and con-
ducted the crime scene investi-
gation. Injury marks were visible
on the head, neck and other parts
of the body. The autopsy reports
confirmed that it was a murder
after which police lodged an FIR

under section 302 of IPC. During
investigation, it was discovered
that the deceased was a habitual
drinker and quarrelled with his
family daily demanding money
for liquor. On January 01 also, he
returned home in a drunken state
and started quarrelling with his
father Dwarika Patel, Dhanraj
Patel, mother Durpati Patel and
brother Mani Ram Patel. 

He used abusive words and
attacked his father. His father
retaliated after which other
members of the family came in
the support of the old man. They
thrashed Gangadhar Patel and
throttled him to death.
Thereafter they carried the body
of Gangadhar and left him in his
room. Police have arrested the
father Dwarika Patel, Dhanraj
Patel, mother Durpati Patel and
brother Mani Ram Patel on
charges of murder.

Father and family members 
kill habitual drinker

Bhilai, Jan 03: Karm and
Pali Shiromani awards
were given away in Bar
and Rod Mill of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant for ex-
emplary work by employ-
ees. Parimal
AnnajiSonkar, Manager
(BRM) was felicitated with
Pali Shiromani award
while Julie Khalko, (OCT),
Joginder (OCT), N Satrish
Kumar (MOCT), Subrat
Gon (OCT) and Navin
Kumar Muleti (OCT) were
honoured with Karm
Shiromani awards.
Mukesh Gupta, CGM
(BRM) and Chief Guest on
the occasion congratulated
the awardees and urged
them to continue to work
for better results while en-
suring that all safety appli-

ances and all available re-
sources are properly used.
The department has
reached new heights due to
the efforts of such employ-
ees, he stated, urging other
employees to get inspired
by the award winners to
work with greater commit-
ment at the shopfloor.
Senior officials of BRM in-
cluding all section heads,
employees and members of
Personnel department
were present on the occa-
sion. The awardees shared

their views on the occa-
sion. Karm and Pali
Shiromani awards are
given away to build a
healthy competitive atmos-
phere in the shop and to fe-
licitate employees for their
innovation, better utilisa-
tion of resources for fulfil-
ment of organisational ob-
jectives and adherence to
safety standards. The pro-
gramme was coordinated
and compered by Samayla
Ansari, Assistant Manager
(Pers-Mills Zone 1).

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards
given away in Bar and Rod Mill

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0033::  

Police arrested a bootlegger
and recovered 140 quarters of
illicit liquor from his posses-
sion. ASP (Rural) Anant Kumar
informed that considering the
inputs of illicit liquor trade, the
teams of various police sta-
tions are maintaining vigil on
the activities of suspects and
criminal record holders. The
network of informers has also

been activated. In this sequel,
the team of Nandini Nagar
Police Station received a tip off
regarding a scooterist who was
smuggling illicit liquor. Police
team swung into action and the
suspect was rounded up near
AsharamBapu Ashram in
Nandini Nagar. The suspect
Karan Kosre was riding a scoot-
er with a blank registration
plate. On searching, police
found 140 quarters of liquor
from his bag. Police seized the
liquor worth Rs 15400 and the
scooter worth Rs 15000 of the
accused. He has been booked
under the provisions men-
tioned in section 34 (2) of
Excise Act. The accused Karan
Kosre (20) son of DaulalKosre a
resident of Nardha, PS Jamul
was arrested earlier also for
liquor smuggling.

Bootlegger arrested
with illicit liquor  



Congress plenary session in Raipur from Feb 24 to 26
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0033:: The Congress
on Monday said a three-day
plenary session of the party
would be held in Raipur in
Chhattisgarh from February
24 to 26. All India Congress
Committee General
Secretary Organisation K C
Venugopal said the election
to the Congress Working
Committee will also be held
along with the plenary ses-
sion, as per the party’s con-
stitution. “We had a demo-
cratic election and the
Congress President was
elected through a transpar-

ent and democratic way. As
per tradition, we already
announced the plenary ses-
sion of the party in the last
leg of February at Raipur.
“Now, AICC has decided that
the 85th plenary session of
Indian National Congress will
be held on February 24, 25
and 26 in Raipur,” Venugopal
told reporters. He said during
the three-day session, the
major issues that will be
debated are political, eco-
nomic, international affairs,
farmers and agricultural,
social justice and empower-

ment, youth education and
employment. The party will
formulate its strategy on
these issues and will come
out with resolutions during
the session, Venugopal said.
“As per the (party’s) constitu-
tion, Congress Working
Committee election will also
be held along with the plena-
ry session,” the Congress
leader said. The Congress
president’s election will be
ratified at the plenary ses-
sion by all the 9,900-odd
Pradesh Congress
Committee delegates.

Name of Santram Netam
almost finalised

Raipur, Jan 03: In the
meeting of party MLAs
held at CM’s official resi-
dence, name of MLA
Santram Netam has been
cleared for the post of Dy.
Speaker in Vidhan Sabha.
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
has given indications that
consensus has been
reached on the name of
Santram Netam in the
party’s meeting. The elec-
tion for VS Dy. Speaker is to
be held on Jan 5 and before
12:00 noon nominations will

be submitted to the Vidhan
Sabha secretary. It is no-
table here that Santram
Netam is MLA from
Keshkal and is a good
spokesman and is among
known tribal leader in the
region.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that earlier there
was tradition to give the
post of Dy. Speaker in VS to
the Opposition party and it

was broken in the Jogi’s
government. In the first
Vidhan Sabha, the post of
Dy. Speaker in VS was given
to Banwari Lal Agrawal
and later the ruling party
brought no-confidence mo-
tion against the Dy. Speaker
and he has to resign from
the post. After this
Dharamjeet Singh from the
ruling party was appointed
as the Dy. Speaker and since
then the post of Dy. Speaker
is with the ruling party it-
self. This time also the elec-
tion for post of Dy. Speaker
in VS will be unopposed, as
Congress is already in the
majority. The post of Dy.
Speaker got vacant after de-
mise of ex-Speaker Late
Manoj Mandavi.

Uproar in Ch’garh Assembly over 
‘religious conversions’

Raipur, Jan 03: The
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) claimed in the
Chhattisgarh Assembly on
Tuesday that religious
conversion in tribal-domi-
nated areas has increased
under the Congress gov-
ernment’s watch as the
issue of vandalization of a
church in Narayanpur
during a protest figured in
the House which also saw
brief suspension of 12
Opposition members.

The Opposition party
said Monday’s violent inci-
dent in Narayanpur city
could have been averted
had the police acted in
time against complaints
pertaining to alleged reli-
gious conversions.

A church was vandal-
ized and six police person-
nel, including an IPS offi-
cer, were attacked and in-
jured during a protest by a
group of tribals in

Narayanpur city in con-
nection with an alleged in-
cident of religious conver-
sion.

Senior BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal and
other party legislators
raised the issue and
sought a discussion on al-
leged conversions in the
state by moving an ad-
journment motion notice.
However, the demand led
to an uproar in the House
as Congress MLAs coun-
tered their charges.

The Opposition legisla-
tors trooped into the Well
of the House raising slo-
gans like “stop converting
tribals”. Senior Congress

MLA Dhanendra Sahu,
who was in the Chair, an-
nounced the suspension of
12 BJP members and ad-
journed the House for five
minutes.

After the proceedings
resumed, Sahu revoked
the suspension of the
Opposition members.
However, BJP legislator
Agrawal his reiterated de-
mand for a discussion on
alleged religious conver-
sions in the state.

Subsequently, BJP mem-
bers displayed posters fea-
turing messages that said
the Congress government
was against reservation
for deprived sections, a
move that again led to bed-
lam. Thereafter, Sahu ad-
journed the House for the
day. Talking to reporters
in the Assembly complex,
senior BJP MLA and for-
mer Chief Minister
Raman Singh sought to
corner the Congress gov-
ernment over the
Narayanpur incident.

“The incident could

have been averted had the
police and administration
acted in time over com-
plaints of alleged atroci-
ties by Christian mission-
aries on local tribal people
who don’t want to get con-
verted. The Monday’s re-
action was in response to
attacks on local tribals by
missionary goons from
outside the state,” Singh
alleged. He accused the
Congress government of
failing to maintain law
and order in Narayanpur.

Reacting sharply to BJP
charges, state
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Ravindra
Chaubey said religious
conversions were not tak-
ing place in the state as al-
leged by the Opposition
and termed the
Narayanpur incident as a
law and order issue.

The Home Minister was
willing to give a statement
on the Narayanpur inci-
dent in the House, but the
BJP raised the issue just to
create noise, he added.
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Raipur, Jan 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday said
Governor Anusuiya
Uikey was overstepping
constitutional boundaries
by asking questions to the
state government on the
two reservation amend-
ment bills.

The governor should ei-
ther sign the bills or re-
turn them, he said.

The CM was speaking
at the ruling Congress’s
Jan Adhikar Maha-rally
here at the Science
College ground, organ-
ized to highlight his gov-
ernment’s initiatives in
favour of reservations
and the “delay” by the
governor in giving assent
to the two bills passed by
the state Assembly last
month.

The Assembly on
December 2 passed the
Chhattisgarh Public
Service (Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward
Classes Reservation)
Amendment Bill and
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in

Admission) Amendment
Bill related to quotas in
government jobs and ad-
mission in educational in-
stitutions in proportion to
the population of respec-
tive communities.

As per the bills,
Scheduled Tribes will get

32 percent reservation,
Other Backward Classes
27 percent, Scheduled
Castes 13 percent and
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) four per
cent, taking the overall
reservation in the state to
76 percent. The delay by

governor Uikey in giving
assent has led to a con-
frontation between her
and the Congress govern-
ment. “Legislature, exec-
utive and judiciary have
distinct functions....their
responsibilities are de-
fined in the

Constitution....The Raj
Bhavan has been acting
beyond its jurisdiction by
asking questions to the
state government (on
reservation bills). Article
200 of the Constitution
mentions clearly that ei-
ther the governor gives
assent to a bill or returns
it to the Assembly,”
Baghel said at the rally.

The bills, passed by the
MLAs in the interest of
people, has been withheld
at the governor’s resi-
dence, he said.

“The BJP has made Raj
Bhavan an `akhada’
(arena) of politics and it
is trying to stop the bene-
fits of reservation, which
is your right, from reach-
ing you,” the chief minis-
ter further said.

The governor had said
she would give her assent
to the bills within a
minute after they were
passed, he claimed.

The government has
also replied to all her
questions, Baghel said.

The BJP-led Union gov-
ernment was snatching
away employment, trying
to abolish reservation
and selling off public sec-
tor undertakings, he said.

‘Guv acting beyond her powers by raising questions on quota bills’

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0033:: After the
Janadhikar Rally by Congress,
the senior Congress leaders
under leadership of PCC Chief
Mohan Markam submitted a
memorandum visiting
Rajbhavan and urged to sign
upon the reservation bill pend-
ing in Rajbhavan for
Governor’s signature. In the
memorandum it was men-
tioned that PCC through this
memorandum wants to bring
it to the attention about the
reservation bill.

The Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment in favour of the ‘sarv
samaj’, had passed a reserva-
tion bill through special ses-
sion of VS with 76% reserva-
tion to backward classes. In
this 32% reservation has been
marked for STs in proportion
of their population; 13% toSCs

and 27% to OBCs and 4% to
the general and poor category.
To make it into a law, it has
been sent to Rajbhavan for
Governor’s signature and it is
pending there for almost a
month.

All the Congmen urged the
Governor to sign on the bill as
lacking which all the new
recruitments  and admission in
the educational institutions is
pending, causing huge loss to
the ‘sarv samaj’, education
youth and new generation.

Congress delegation
through this memorandum has
urged that in view of 93.5%
population of ‘Sarv-Samaj’, the
reservation bill passed with

majority in the Vidhan Sabha
with full majority should be
signed and made into a consti-
tutional right.

Delegation comprised of
AICC general secretary and
state in-charge Selja Kumari,
PCC Chief Mohan Markam,
PCC secretary Chandan
Yadav, LS MP Deepak Baiz, MP
Phulodevi Netam, Minister TS
Singh Deo, Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Ravindra Choubey,
Mohammed Akbar, U mesh
Patel, Jaisingh Agrawal, and
other Ministers, parliamentary
secretaries and other public
representatives and PCC
office bearers of state were
present.

Congress submits memorandum
to Governor in Rajbhavan

Demands  signa-
ture in the bill soon
as it is pending for
last one month

As BJP seeks to 
corner Cong govt 

BJP MLAs, MPs
to stage dharna

today
Seeking Reservation

implementation

Raipur, Jan 03:
Giving further boost to
the political campaign
on Reservation issue,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) will stage a
day-long dharna on
Wednesday at
Ambedkar Chowk.

According to the in-
formation received, the
Members of
Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) and Members
of Parliament (MPs)
would stage dharna in
support to the demand
for early implementa-
tion of Reservation in
Chhattisgarh. BJP
wants to get the confu-
sions clear and wants
from the state govern-
ment to present the
Quantifiable Data
Commission report on
the basis of which the
state government has
introduced the Bill in
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
on reservation.

Raipur, Jan 03: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure held a weekly time-
limit meeting at the Red
Cross meeting hall located
in the Collectorate premis-
es here today. He told the
officers to work in coordi-
nation and ensure timely
benefits to the citizens
from the public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment. Extensive brain-
storming should be done

for better results in the
board examinations in a
meeting of the principals
at the block level, the
Collector said.

He asked the Mineral
Officer to take strict action
against illegal mining and
transportation of sand,
morrum and gravel in the
district. He told the offi-
cers to register FIR in po-
lice stations against those
indulging in illegal exca-
vation and transpotation
of sand, gravel and mor-
rum.

During review of the
preparations for
‘Chhattisgarhia Alympic’
Dr Bhure instructed the
concerned officers to work
in coordination to ensure
success of the programme.
He also reviewed progress
in implementation of state

government’s important
schemes such as Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School, Suposhan
Abhiyan, electricity bill
half, Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health
Scheme, ration card, Rajiv
Gandhi Ashray Patta
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and paddy procure-
ment.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Raipur District
Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Akash
Chhikara, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi, Assistant
Collector Jayant Nahata,
Additional Collector NR
Sahu, Additional
Collectors BB Panchbhai
and BC Sahu, all SDMs
and departmental officers.

Collector instructs DEO to hold a meeting
of principals at the block level 

For better results in
board examinations

Progress of impor-
tant schemes of the
state government
reviewed in the
weekly time-limit
meeting

Election to be held
on Jan 5; consensus
reached in Cong
party MLAs meeting

Raipur, Jan 03:
Chhattisgarh State Cricket
Sangh (CSCS) on Tuesday
announced the various
committees for smooth con-
duct of the January 21 One
Day International (ODI)
Cricket match between
India and visiting New
Zealand at Naya Raipur-
based Veer Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium.

CSCS Spokesperson
Binay Bajaj said that CSCS
President Jubin Shah,
Secretary Mukul Tiwari,
Rajesh Dave, Vijay Shah
and Pramod Shankar
Sharma would be the
Tournament Committee
members. Similarly, Binay
Bajaj would be in-charge of
the Ticket and
Accreditiation Committee,
Tarun Singh Parihar in

Security Committee, Vijay
Bermeda for Medical,
Prashant Singh
Raghuvanshi as Media
Manager, Sumit Gupta for
House Keeping &
Hospitality, Manjeet Singh
for Logistic, Shamim
Miraja as Pitch Curator,
Siddharth Pathak would be
Team Manager of India
whereas Yogesh Shah
would be New Zealand

Team Manager, Jigar
Bawaria would be Match
Official Manager, Jaideep
Das as Scorer, Satnosh
Meshram for Broadcasting,
Jitendra Vegad for Net
Bowlers, Bhavesh
Chandana for Ball Boys and
GS Murty as Stadium
Manager.

Above committee would
look after the various activi-
ties during the ODI match.

CSCS announces committees for
January 21 ODI match

Governor approves mercy
petition of a prisoner on

the occasion of New Year
Raipur, Jan 03:
Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey has
approved the mercy pe-
tition of an 80-year-old
convicted prisoner de-
tained in Central Jail
Bilaspur, on the occa-
sion of New Year. The
decision has been
taken keeping in view
the age of the prisoner,
time served in prison,
and his good behavior
in jail.

Raipur, Jan 03:
Akarshi Kashyap
from Chhattisgarh
has been selected in
the Team India for
the mixed team in
the Asian
Badminton tourna-
ment to be held at
Dubai from January
14 to 19.

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Badminton Association
(CBA) Spokesperson
Anurag Dixit informed
that Akrashi has been se-
lected on the basis of her
performance in the
Selection Trials held at
Noida UP by BOI after she
defeated Ashita from
Assam to secure berth in

Team India. She would be
representing India in
Women’ singles matches
and would join PV Sindhu
in the mega event.
Akarshi would also be par-
ticipating in the Master
Super 1000 International
Badminton Tournament
to be held at Malaysia.

Akarshi in Team India for
Dubai Asian Badminton

tournament Raipur, Jan 03: Komal
Maheshwari from Raipur District
and Jai Satnam Gym won silver
medal in the National Weightlifting
Championship being held at
Nagarkoil in Tamil Nadu. Similarly,
Bhavesh Sarang also won silver
medal in the 81Kg weight category
by lifting total 281Kg in the senior
category.

According to the information re-
ceived, he won silver medal in 55 Kg
weight category by lifting 100 Kg
Snatch and 137 Kg Clean and Jerk
event in Senior Inter-state champi-
onship. He also won the bronze
medal in the Senior Overall cham-
pionship apart from the silver
medal in the Junior category.

Nearly 15 players from the Raipur
District participated. Rustam
Sarang and Ajaydeep Sarang were
the Trainers of the team, informs a
press release issued here.

Bhavesh, Komal wins silver medals in
National Weighting championship
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Bilaspur, Jan 03: The
15th meeting of the
Internal Quality
Assurance Cell Committee
was organized in hybrid
mode on January 02, 2023
from 9 am under the chair-
manship of Honorable
Vice-Chancellor of Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University),
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal. In the meeting
of the committee organ-
ized in the conference hall
of the administrative
building, the Registrar,
Prof. Manish Shrivastava
and Director of Internal
Quality Assurance Cell,
Prof. A.S. Randive and
other members of the com-
mittee were present.

While presiding over the
meeting, the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, while
extending his best wishes
for the New Year 2023 to all
present said that together

we have achieved the goals
for the year 2022 and in the
coming times we all will
put the university on the
national and international
academic map with the
same united zeal.
Professor Chakrawal em-
phasized that collective ef-
forts would make an inef-
faceable imprint of the
university. He said that in
this new year 2023, there
should be prosperity, posi-

tivity, completeness, liveli-
ness, harmony and health
in everyone’s life. He added
that to expand the univer-
sity in various dimen-
sions, all of us will have to
carry out the tasks with a
spirit of solidarity, as we
have done in the past. He
hoped that the proposal for
the new administrative
building sent by the
University to the Ministry
of Higher Education,

Government of India
would be approved soon.
The Vice Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal hoped that in
the coming years the aca-
demic progress and infra-
structure development of
the university would be
presented as a case study
for other higher education-
al institutions.

Appreciating the efforts
being made by the univer-
sity for NIRF ranking,
Vice-Chancellor Professor
Chakrawal gave necessary
instructions during the
meeting. He said that our
primary goal is to have the
university included in the
list of first hundred higher
educational institutions of
the country, for which we
are proceeding as per the
requirements of various
criteria of NIRF. He said
that on the first day of the
year, all of us should take a
resolution that in the com-
ing days of the year, with

dedication, perseverance,
and continuous efforts, we
will perform all our duties
and responsibilities with
full devotion, while giving
the highest priority to var-
ious aspects related to the
students.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Chakrawal moti-
vated the teachers who re-
ceived the Best Research
Paper Awards and Best
Teacher Awards for the
years 2019, 2020 and 2021 by
IQAC on the occasion of
Kulutsava in the meeting
to perform better. On this
occasion, the Registrar
Prof. Manish Srivastava
also expressed his views.
The guests participated in
the meeting through on-
line medium. The vote of
thanks was presented by
the Director of Internal
Quality Assurance Cell,
Prof. A.S. Ranadive who
also conducted the 
meeting.

Good beginning ensures the result: VC 

Raipur, Jan 03: On
November 9, 2022, a no-
tice was issued by the
Health Department to 212
MBBS contracted med-
ical officers to take
charge within five days at
their place of posting as
the last opportunity be-
fore taking any action
against them. Out of 212
contractual medical offi-
cers, 123 have joined their
respective assignments
in accordance with the
notice, while the remain-
ing 89 are still absent.

The state government
will now take action
against these doctors
who have not joined their
posting and will recover
the entire amount of the
bond against the MBBS
contractual medical offi-
cers as per the rules.

Chhattisgarh Medical,
Dental, and
P h y s i o t h e r a p y
( P h y s i o t h e r a p y )
Graduate Admission will
be done according to the
rules of the Medical
Education Department of
the state government.
Under this rule, action
will be taken to recover
the entire amount of the
bond as arrears of land
revenue against the ab-
sentee doctors who do
not comply with the con-
ditions of the bond.
Permanent registration
of MBBS graduate quali-
fication in the State

Medical Council will be
issued only on the basis
of the last degree award-
ed to the candidate. The
candidate for the degree
will have to submit a no-
objection certificate to
the Dean of their college,
on whose recommenda-
tion the final degree will
be awarded by the
University.

A letter has been writ-
ten by the Health
Department to the
Director of the Medical
Education Department,
the Registrar of the
Medical Council, and the
Dean of Ayush
University Uparwara,
Naya Raipur for taking
action in this regard.
Recovery proceedings
are under process
against the contractual
medical officers who do
not comply with the
terms of the bond.

State Govt to recover bond amount from
absentee MBBS Contractual Medical Officers

Act against 89 doc-
tors who have
failed to report for
duty; health depart-
ment instructs
dean, registrar, and
directorate to take
action

Raipur, Jan 03: The
work of Covid vaccina-
tion is going on slowly
across the state. The situ-
ation is such that more
than two lakh covaxines
are lying dumped in the
state, which has expired
on Sunday. At the same
time, a letter was sent by
the Health Department to
give these vaccines to
other states, but in the
event of no correspon-
dence from the Center on
this, this vaccine is still
lying dumped.

At the same time, ac-
cording to the officials of
the Health Department,
the company will with-
draw two lakh vaccines
from Chhattisgarh.
Whereas, to speed up vac-
cination in the state, de-

mand has been called
from all the districts. For
which December 31 has
been fixed as the last
date.

In such a situation,
after receiving the de-
mand from all the dis-
tricts, it will be sent to
the center and after that
it may take about seven
days for the supply in-
cluding approval from
there.

In such a situation,
there is a possibility of
increasing the pace of

vaccination after seven
days. At present the num-
ber of vaccines is very
less. At the same time,
the lock is hanging in
many vaccination cen-
ters. In such a situation,
according to the officials
of the Health
Department, those who
have not got booster dose
or second dose, such peo-
ple can go to the centers
and get themselves regis-
tered, on the basis of
which the vaccine will be
called for them.

Apart from this, the
central government has
also given permission to
the nasal vaccine, while
its guideline has not been
released yet. After the re-
lease of its guideline, fur-
ther process will be done.

Company to withdraw 2 lakh vaccines,
demand for vaccine will increase

Raipur, Jan 03: The new
year has begun. This new
year has brought a gift of
happiness for the unem-
ployed youths of the state
looking for jobs. In the be-
ginning of the year, vacan-
cies have come out for more
than 165 posts. Applicants
can apply directly to these
posts. In fact, to connect the
educated unemployed
youth of Chhattisgarh with
employment, a placement
camp will be organised on
January 5  at Old Police
Headquarters premises,
Raipur. The camp  is organ-
ized by the District
Employment Office in

which recruitment will be
held for 165 different posts
in reputed institutions for
unemployed youths. The
camp will start at 11:00 am
and will continue till 2:00
pm. Mahavir Shiksha
Prasar Samiti will recruit
for 25 posts of lecturers in-
cluding manager in the
camp. Post Graduate and
B.Ed pass candidates in
Arts, Science or Commerce
subject can apply for these
posts. Selected candidates
will be given a monthly
salary ranging from Rs
6,000 to Rs 15,000. Similarly,
candidates will be selected
for recruitment to 90 differ-
ent posts by Janadhar
Kaushal Vikas Samiti for
the post of Field Executive,
Marketing Executive,
District Nodal Officer and

Zonal Officer. 12th,
Graduate, DCA, PGDCA
passed candidates can apply
for these posts. On getting
selected on these posts,
salary ranging from Rs 8,000
to Rs 15,000 will be given.
Apart from this, 50 posts of
Site Engineer, Senior
Engineer and Supervisor
will also be recruited by
Goyal Borewells.
Candidates holding BE,
B.Tech or Diploma in Civil
Engineering can apply for
this. If selected, according
to the experience, salary
can be given from Rs 8000 to
25,000 per month. For more
information related to the
placement camp, the candi-
dates can also contact the
District Employment Office,
Old Police Headquarters
Complex, Raipur.

Placement camp on January 5 for 
the recruitment of 165 posts

p Good news for the
unemployed in the
new year

Raipur, Jan 03 

Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission
Chairman Taman Singh
Sonwani met Governor
Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan on Monday and
presented the
Commission’s annual re-
port for the year 2021-22.
After the annual report is
submitted to the Governor,

it will be put on the table of
the Legislative Assembly.
On this occasion,
Commission members Dr.
Praveen Verma, Dr. Sarita
Uikey, Secretary Mr.
Jeevan Kishore Dhruv,
Controller of
Examinations Mrs. Aarti
Wasnik and Additional
Controller of
Examinations Mr. C.P.
Baghel were present.

CPSC presents annual
report  to the Governor

Korea, Jan 03: In an eco-
friendly bid to promote
organic farming with the
use of organic vermicom-
post, the women involved
in the manufacturing of
vermicompost are paving
the way for new econom-
ic progress for them-
selves and their families.
The socio-economical
livelihood scenario of
women is continuously
improving by joining the
village Gauthans. One
such example is being
presented by the women
of Jagruti Mahila Self
Help Group associated
with Chhindiya Gram
Panchayat, who along
with making vermicom-

post, are creating new di-
mensions of self-employ-
ment by making LED
bulbs as well. The women
of Chhindiya Jagriti
Mahila Self Help Group
of the Baikunthpur vil-
lage have been honored
by the district adminis-
tration for their numer-
ous products and vermi-
compost manufacturing,
and these products are
being sold easily through
C Mart. The group said
that they got huge bene-

fits in the field of market-
ing from C-Mart, and now
all their goods are being
bought by C-Mart.
Women who have been
able to make themselves
self-reliant by joining
Bihaan say that by join-
ing this wave of self-em-
ployment, we have now
become independent and
are helping our family
members financially by
creating a new identity
for themselves among so-
ciety and their family

members, the name of
their village organization
is Suraj Mahila Gram
Sangathan, in which 6
women are working to-
gether to make LEDs.

Neelam, a member of
the group says that today
her dream has come true
with the help of the inno-
vative initiatives of the
state government. Since
2019, vermi and super
compost fertilizers are
being manufactured and
sold by the group in

Gauthans and so far, the
group has earned a profit
of Rs 6 to 7 lakh by selling
vermicompost fertilizer
worth Rs 17 lakh, while
earthworm manure
worth Rs 2.5 lakh was
also sold by the group.
Neelam says that for a
long time it was her
dream to have her own
house, along with it she
also had a great desire to
buy a two-wheeler. The
profits earned from the
sale of vermicompost
helped her fulfill both
these wishes.

Now she proudly trav-
els in her vehicle.
Similarly, the lives of
other women of the
group have also been
filled with happiness due
to their attaining pros-
perity through Gothan’s
activities.

It is noteworthy that
during the Bhent

Mulaqat program held in
Patna , the women of the
group talked to the Chief
Minister and told him
about the livelihood activ-
ities, on which Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel
praised the work of the
group and congratulated
them.

Self help Group has
made more than one
thousand LED bulbs
Jagriti Mahila Group

of Gram Panchayat
Chhindiya is now being
established as an inspira-
tion for other rural
women around.
Chairperson of the group
Neelam Kushwaha in-
formed that till now more
than one thousand LED
bulbs have been manufac-
tured by the group and
they have received about
70 thousand rupees from
the sale of more than 500
bulbs.

‘Women are realizing their dreams through the income-oriented activities of Gauthans’

Raipur, Jan 03: Soon after
Savitri Manoj Mandavi
took oath as assembly mem-
ber after she had won the
by-election of
Bhanupratappur VS con-
stituency, Adivasi Congress

district president Bhavani
Singh Markam welcomed
her. Along with him state
president Tuleshwar
Chandrakar, OBC class
Lokesh Sahu, secretary
Prakash Sharma, Congress
leader Tushar Thakur, YC
state secretary Bhavesh
Thakur and others were
present.

Adivasi Congress welcomes
Savitri Mandavi

On her oath as
Assembly member

CM also appreciat-
ed their progress in
the Bhent Mulaqat
program

Raipur, Jan 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
appreciated the spirit of the
soldiers posted on duty in
the interior areas of Bastar
zone at the New Year meet-
ing ceremony of the police
personnel organized in the
police line today.
Addressing the gathering,
Baghel said, ‘Despite many
challenges, our jawans are
discharging their duties
very well. The trust and se-
curity of the general public
has increased with their

prompt duty. This is our
biggest achievement.”

During the discussion
with the Chief Minister,
Sunaina Patel, a member of
Danteshwari Fighters, told
that she has been coming to
Raipur for the last 3 years to
attend the New Year meet-
ing and in these years, The
membership of
Danteshwari Fighters has
increased from 30 to 60. She
further said that she is
proud to work for the state
by taking on the responsi-
bility of important tasks
like Naxal patrolling, han-
dling of Naxal fronts and
opening of new camps. On
being asked by the Chief
Minister about her work,
she said that the people of
the region mostly come in
the camps for women’s
health related problems.
Ration shop, ambulance,
health centers and police
help center have been set up
in Kamaluru and interior
areas. On the request of
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel,
she spoke in Halbi dialect.
On which the Chief

Minister thanked her in
halbi dialect as well.

On the request of Chief
Minister, a jawan sang the
song “Mai Chhattisgarhiya
Hanv Re” by Chhattisgarh’s
popular lyricist Mr. Laxman
Masturia. The STF jawan
told that he has represented
the security work force in
the construction of 05
camps. He further informed
that positive response is
being received from the
local people everywhere to-
wards the security camps
and people are insisting on

setting up even more camps.
The main reason for this is
that we are providing treat-
ment through health camps
along with the construction
of roads from the camp and
reconstruction of schools.

The ASI of DRG who
came from Kondagaon dis-
trict informed that earlier
he was involved in Naxalite
activities. He joined DRG
under the rehabilitation
policy of Chhattisgarh
Government. On being
asked by Chief Minister
Baghel, he told that earlier

he had to wander in the for-
est but now he is leading a
happy life. There has been a
decrease in Naxalite inci-
dents due to the opening of
camps in remote and inac-
cessible areas. Poonam
Yadav, a woman member of
DRG told that she was in-
strumental in the construc-
tion of Potampalli and
Palaiguda camps in Sukma
district. She told that in the
initial phase of the con-
struction of the camp, the
local people first protested.
But now due to developmen-

tal works like barracks, toi-
lets, fencing, lights and road
construction , the fear of
the people has started re-
ducing.

DRG Jawan  Ram Lal
Netam posted in Bijapur in-
formed that camps have
been opened in Itepal and
Pusnar due to which there
has been a decrease in the
incidents of road cutting by
Naxalites. CRPF’s Ms.
Johnsy Jana said that CRPF
has been given an impor-
tant responsibility towards
the state’s security and they
work in cooperation with
the state police as well. The
road connectivity and facili-
ties have also increased in
the rural areas through the
camps. The trust of the
local people on the police
has increased. BSF Jawan
Mr. Prashant Chaturvedi
told that he has been posted
in the security of Raoghat
project since last 02 years.
The support and trust of the
local people has increased
towards the jawans than be-
fore. Contrary to the
Naxalite image, now the

view of outsiders towards
the state has also turned
positive. ITBP jawan Mr.
Rajesh Luthra appreciated
the cooperation being re-
ceived by the police force
and police superintendents
of the state. He thanked
ADG Mr. Vivekanand Sinha
and said that Mr. Sinha is al-
ways present to solve all our
needs and complaints and
also solves them within 48
hours.
Yoga camps are being or-

ganized in the villages
The jawans of the Border

Security Force said that
their team is committed to
fulfill the developmental as-
pirations of the people.
They established a new
record by operating rail-
ways in remote areas like
Antagarh.

Chief Constable of the
District Police Force
Narsing Rupendra Verma
told that his work is to pro-
vide first aid to the people in
the camps. They provide
yoga training to children,
old people and women along
with other sports  activities

by organizing camps in the
village. Anupama Kapoor
from Surguja informed that
the villagers are very happy
with the construction of
road between the remote re-
gions of Bhutahi and
Putang in Balrampur. The
police personnel and vil-
lagers actively participated
in door-to-door flag cam-
paign and also hoisted the
flag on the highest peak
Gourlata. She is also mak-
ing people aware about the
“Hamar Beti Humar Maan”
scheme. SDRF jawan Mr.
Jageshwar Dhivar said that
60 teams are deployed in the
state to deal with any kind if
emergency. She said to Mr.
Baghel that Under your
guidance, our team also
worked with full readiness
in the country’s longest res-
cue of a child named Rahul
which lasted for more than
100 hours. We also trained
1200 Aapda Mitras to deal
with floods and various nat-
ural calamities.
Appreciating their work,
the Chief Minister congrat-
ulated them.

‘Bastar’s Police security camps have become facility centres for the villagers’
Positive response from
the rural populace
towards police security
camps

Women members of
Danteshwari Fighters
are standing on the
Naxal front with full
promptness

Jawans shared their
experiences during the
discussion with CM
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Dallirajhara, Jan 03:

The city’s largest State
Bank of India, located op-
posite Jain Bhavan
Chowk, Nagar Palika road
was sometimes back was
not even having a parking
place and at that time the
customers visiting the
bank used to face lots of
problems. At that time the
Police department of city
and Traffic police had to
issue challan to control
traffic. Many a time there
used to lot of controversy
between the customers
and police and finally they
had to pay penalty for
wrong parking.

So keeping in mind the
above problem of the cus-
tomers, SBI in order to

provide parking to the cus-
tomers and provide shade
during summer season,
got a parking space in the
cricket ground in the front
on 50X15 feet with help
from the then city admin-
istrator Shashi Dayanand.

For some time the bank
customers used to take full
benefit of this scheme and
during night hours it

turned out to be den for
the anti-socials and unem-
ployed indulging in liquor
and selling of ‘pakodas’
and ‘samosas’ below this
shed and earn a living for
their family.

Sometimes later few
other persons nearby spot-
ted it as a place to park
their vehicle and started
parking their vehicles on

daily basis and in this
there are many being
parked for last few months
and it is gathering thick
dust.

This issue was raised by
local citizens and bank
customers many times,
but till date no action has
been taken. Neither the po-
lice administration nor
the Bank management is
taking action on the own-
ers of these vehicles till
date.

All are basically looking
for their benefits and the
bank customers are still
facing the music of lack of
parking space, even after
having place reserved for
them nearby. So they are
forced to park their vehi-
cles now in front of the
Bank itself and it is lead-
ing to traffic-jam like situ-
ation and probably the
Bank’s management is
waiting for some accident
to take place that some ac-
tion might be taken and
then it may lead to some
solution to this long pend-
ing problem.

Space, shed for parking
being illegally used

 Is actually meant
for Bank’s 
customers; nearby
residents have 
illegally parked
their vehicles here

Bhond, Jan 03:

The finals of the 17-day
long ‘Kabaddi’ competi-
tion was held at Lal
Bahadur Shastri Stadium
in Nagar Panchayat
Bastar on the eve of New
Year and in this the host
Bastar Yodha defaeted
‘Fafani Bastar’ by 58-34
and won the title of
‘Bastar Kabaddi Mela-
2022’ in its favour.

At the concluding func-
tion, the chief guest and
patron of Kabaddi in
Bastar was Lakheshwar
Baghel and LS MP Deepak
Baiz. Both presented the
winning team ‘Bastar
Yodha’ with cash prize of
Rs 51000 and to the run-
ner’s up - Faffani Bastar
with cash prize of Rs 31000
and shining trophy.

For the third place in
the competition, Tungapal
team of Bakawand Block
defeated Young Star
Bastar team by 45-28 and
secured the third place.
Tungapal was presented

with cash prize of Rs 21000
and Young Star in the
fourth place with 11000 as
cah prize.

It is notable here that
under the patronship of
MLA Lakheshawr Baghel,
BCC Bastar and Bakawant
jointly organised this
‘Kabaddi’ competition
from Dec 15 and in this
Kabaddi players from 64
teams got an opportunity
to show their talent.

Extending New Year
greetings to both the win-
ning and runner’s up
team, MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel said that now

‘Kabaddi’ has become a
game of mental sports and
in this it is important to
gain points. He said that
be it sports or life, disci-
pline is of utmost impor-
tance and one achieves
success only because of it.
He extended greetings to
the organising committee
for successful conduct of
this ‘Kabaddi’ competition
and  said that in the New
Year there will be
‘Kabaddi’ competition or-
ganised for the girls at dis-
trict-level.

Never seen such a
‘Kabaddi’ competition:

Baiz LS MP Deepak Baiz
hailed the organisation of
such a massive ‘Kabaddi’
competition in Bastar re-
gion and said that Kabaddi
is no longer the game of
power, but that of mental
techniques and whichever
player will play it with dis-
cipline will win the same.
He said that he is associat-
ed with ‘Kabaddi’ for long,
but in life has never seen
such a huge competition
till date and extended
greetings to all the organ-
izers and MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel for
holding it.

Bastar Yodha wins the 
final of ‘Kabaddi’ competition
 ‘Fafani Bastar’

emerge as runner’s up

Dhamtari, Jan 03:

With no changes in the
registry rules this year,
there were record reg-
istries done in Dhamtari
District this year and
from April-Nov 2022, a
total of 7,290 persons got
the registry done. In

comparison to 2021, this
year the government
earned an income of Rs
11 crore from registry,
which is Rs 3 cr higher
than that of last year.
The state government
has not changed any reg-
istry rules this year and
probably this could be
one of the reasons.

With this the registry
of land below 5 decimal
of agriculture land too
has been started. As a re-
sult of which there was
massive bounce in the
real estate business.

As per information
from sub-registrar’s of-
fice, in the year 2021,
2814 registry were done
in Dhamtari; 2512 in
Kurud, 352 in Nagri
andin April 2022 till Nov,

3,764 registries were
done in Dhamtari; 3017
in Kurud; 509 in Nagri. It
is learnt that last year
for the same period a
total of 5,678 persons got
the registry done and by
which the government
earned a revenue of Rs
8.47 crore.

On the other hand,
this year there was in-
come of Rs 11.89 cr from
registry to the state gov-
ernment from Dhamtari
district. In this way
there was hike of
around Rs 3 cr in the rev-
enue. If ex-officer from
the registry office is to
be believed than in last
few years, Dhamtari dis-
trict has topped in the
list of sales and pur-
chase of property. With

roads passing from near
the farms and laying of
broad-guage railway
track has brought mas-
sive hike in the real es-
tate rates.

On the other hand,
there was break on man-
ual stamp papers and
due to which e-stamp got
massive hike. It is learnt
that in 2022-23, there is
target for selling of e-
stamp papers worth Rs
41 crore and so far stamp
papers worth Rs 15.87
crore have been sold.

What officer says:
The registry is being

done as per the state gov-
ernment’s new guide-
lines and sale of e-stamp
papers too has in-
creased. PL Mandavi- Dy.
Registrar

Govt earned revenue of Rs 11 cr from registry 
 From April-Nov

2022 this year; 

it is Rs 3 cr higher

compared to that

of last year

 Total 7290 

persons got the

registry done in

Dhamtari districtDongargarh, Jan 03: The
New Year celebration in
Housing Board Colony in
Achouli was celebrated
with great enthusiasm.
The officers and employ-
ees of the Housing Board
Colony bid farewell to 2022
by busting fire-crackers
and cuttig the cake and ex-
tended greetings to each
other on arrival of the

New Year. The transferred
employees Dr Kamal
Gupta and Ashok
Khandelwal were bid far-
well. On this occasion VK
Sahu, Fatteram Kosaria,
Hira Sahu, Kamta Yadav,
Jairam Verma, Aatmaram
Thakur, Kriti Prakash
Singh Pawar, Priynka
Tiwari, Anamika Verma,
Vandana Dhruv, Bhishma
Thakur, Kishan Nirala,
Tikamlal Sahu, Tikeshwar
Nishad and other employ-
ees were present.

New Year 
celebrated with gaiety

 In Housing Board
Colony, Achouli DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  JJaann  0033:: The stu-

dents of Saraswati Shishu
Mandir HS School, Dongargarh
gave best performance in the
National Yogasan competition
held recently in  Udaipur
(Rajasthan). Meghraj Verma
(Kishore Varg) got the gold
medal (first place); Bhaiyya
Shivam Shevate (Tarun Varg)
Silver Medal (second place) and
Aishwarya Raj Verma (Tarun
Varg) won the silver Medal.
Principal Prakash Yadav has
wished for bright future of

these students and extended
greetings to all. President
Saraswati Shishu Mandir HS
School Sunil Jain, V-P Meena
Girdhar, Treasurer- Prakash
Girdhar, Sachiv- Neelam
Chopda, Principal duo- Vishali
Deshkar, senior ‘Acharya’-
Suresh Das Vaishnav, Thaiilesh
Sahu, Virsingh Yadav Tamrakar,
Sushil Yadav, Vishesh Sahu,
Manish Singh, Pradeep Singh,
Amit Shukla, Omprakash
Mahobia and others have
extended greetings.

SSM students bring
laurels to School

Dongargarh, Jan 03:  

Under the guidance of
Dr. Pradeep Jambulkar,
Principal of Government
Nehru College,
Dongargarh and Program
Officer of National
Service Scheme,
Hemuram Padme  Neelam
Chaturvedani, Priya
Thakur and Rajesh
Thakur and under the

joint aegis of the National
Service Scheme Unit of
Government Higher
Secondary School,
Bhandarpur, a 7-day spe-
cial camp was held under
the Chief Patronage of Dr.
Hemchand Yadav
University Durg Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Aruna
Palta.

While addressing the
students of National

Service Scheme, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Palta said
that NSS unit is the
strength of every college
and we should feel proud
that we are NSS
Swayamsevaks. Along
with this, while giving in-
formation regarding the
upcoming annual exami-
nation, addressing the stu-
dents she said, that the key
to success was not short-

cut but hard work.
Program Coordinator

National Service Scheme
Dr. Aggarwal, District
Organizer District
Rajnandgaon Dr. SK Patel,
Principal of Dr. LC
Government College
Thelkadih, Assistant
Professor Vinay also took
part in the event.Team
leader Vicky Ramteke,
team leader Vaishali

Lautre, deputy team
leader Rajaram, team in-
charge Roshan Verma, cul-
tural in-charge Deepak
Verma, youth leaders
Krishna Gupta, Umakant,
Jhaleshwar, Deepshikha
Payal Mansi Mayuri Pooja
Nikita Gupta Sanket , Dal
Nayak Hemlal Sinha and
Dal Nayak Deepika Sinha
and other volunteers were
present.

Meanwhile Dr. Aruna
Palta also inspected Nehru
College Dangargarh be-
fore reaching the camp of
National Service Scheme
in village Karela. She ap-
preciated the facilities
available for the students
in the college and the
physical environment of
the college. Dr. Palta was
honored by the college
family by presenting me-
mento and shawl. All the
officers and employees of
the college were present
on this occasion.

NSS Unit real strength of College: Dr. Palta 

Dongargarh, Jan 03: It
was as per appeal by the
PM Narendra Modi, with
objective to familiarize
people about the sacrifice
and martyrdom of son of
Guru Govind Singh viz.
Sahibjade Jorwar Singh
and Fateh Singh to coun-
trymen, it was decided to
observe it as ‘Veer Bal
Diwas’. In this series,
‘Veer Bal Diwas’ was ob-
served in Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya
(JNV) here on Monday
and this programme was
chaired by Principal Dr
Rupendra Singh. First the
photo of Guru Govind
Singh and his son Jorwar

Singh and Fatesh Singh
was garlanded and tradi-
tional lampw as lit to inau-
gurate the programme.

Thereafter the Vice-
Principal of School
Omprakash Chourasia in
his speech apprised the
students about the sacri-
fice, martyrdom and val-
our of Guru Govind
Singh, his four sons and
mother Gujari and their
patriotism for the country.
Student Kundiksha
Kaushik of Class 10th pre-
sented before students
about the objective of cele-
brating ‘Veer Bal Diwas’
as highlighted by PM
Narendra Modi and said

that the last and final ob-
jective of all should be love
for the nation and patriot-
ism.

Principal Rupendra
Singh in his address ap-
prised students about the
martyrdom and valour of
Indian martyrs and coura-
geous persons and also ap-
prised them about impor-
tant schemes of the gov-
ernment and how they can
render services to the na-
tion in their future life. In
the above programme,
parents of the students,
teachers of the School and
other non-teaching staff
were present in large num-
ber.

‘Veer Bal Diwas’ celebrated in JNV

Dhamtari, Jan 03:

On the occasion of
New Year, there was
huge rush of tourists
and visitors to tourist
sites in Dhamtari dis-
trict. The largest and
most famous of all pic-
nic spot near Dhamtari-
Gangrel dam was ready
to handle the New Year
rush and on the first day
of the New Year, the
number of persons visit-
ing Gangrel was enor-
mously high compared
to other days. All per-
formed prayers at
‘Vandevi Maa Angaroti
Mandir’ and sought
blessings for wonderful
start of New Year. To
make the first day of
New Year memorable,
people were found danc-

ing to the tunes of DJ.
To bid farewell to 2022

and welcome New Year
2023, special arrange-
ments were made for all
the residents of
Dhamtari district.
Denizens on the eve of
New  Year danced to DJ
tunes in the hotels and
restaurants and at
home. On the first day of
the New Year, there was
huge rush of tourists at
Gangrel dam,
Murrumsilli, Sondhur
dam and Narhara water
reservoir. Here the
tourists not only from
Dhamtari, but from
Raipur, Bilaspur also
reached here in large
number. First they all
visited ‘Vandevi
Aangarmoti Mandir’
and offered prayers and

then enjoyed ride on the
speed-boats in the
Gangrel dam offered by
the Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board. In this
right from children to
elders including men
and women enjoyed
cruise in the cruise boat,
Queen of Gangrel, Aqua
Jurning Boat, fly-boat,
speed-boat, Luxury boat
and others and enjoyed
the day-out on the first
day of New Year.

In the Cruize Ship, the
tourists were taken on
ride near the island area
of the dam. Tourist
Malkit Singh Taluja,
Parvir Kaun, Surjit

Singh Barnela from
Raipur said that
Gangrel dam has
emerged as the most
beautiful tourist site in
Chhattisgarh and taking
a ride in the blue water
of the dam in the boat
and cruize is highly ad-
venturous and this day
can never be forgotten.
Hemlata Pandey, Neelu
Sharma, Reshma
Markam said that the
state and central govern-
ment by linking Gangrel
dam with the Tourism
circuit has given a new
identity to Gangrel dam.

On the tourist map of
Chhattisgarh, Gangrel
dam has got lot of popu-
larity and now the dis-
trict administration
should pay attention to
provide more of basic

amenities and should
think about the tourist
with limited budget ex-
penditure and should be
given relaxation in
water sports.

In the New Year gath-
ering, along with young
children, women were
also found splashing
their feet in the dam’s
water and since it hap-
pened to be hide-n-seek
between the Sun and
shade, it turned out be a
just perfect Sunday and
celebrations on the first
day of New Year for all
and turned out to be un-
forgettable moment for
all. Many were busy in
taking snaps and selfies
at the tourist site and
enjoyed every moment
of their presence in
Gangrel dam.

Denizens throng Gangrel dam on first day of NY
 Enjoyed boat 

and cruise ride in
dam water

KKoorrbbaa,,  JJaann  0033::

The Assistant Teacher remain-
ing absent without prior informa-
tion and coming to School in state
of intoxication has been suspend-
ed. Along with this the two teach-
ers who were not coming to
School for long time have been
asked to stop the two-wage hike
and DEO has issued orders in this
regard on Monday.  As per the
suspension order issued, Asst.
Teacher (LB) Shyam Kumar
Parmar posted in Govt Primary
School Sarsadeva was found
absent for last many months and
as & when he used to come, he
was in state of intoxication. In this
regard, as per letter from the
Source Co-ordinator of block hq’s
office Korba and complaint by
Gram Panchayat Shyang
Sarpanch and villagers, it was
found as the case of serious indis-
cipline and against the
Chhattisgarh Civil Service Act

(Rule) 1965. Due to this under rule
9 and 10 of CSC Act (categorisa-
tion, control and Appeal) 1966,
the Asst. teacher was suspended.
During the suspension period he
will be attached to headquarter in
the office of BEO Kartala and
would continue to be eligible for
getting ‘Jeevan Nirvaha Bhatta’. In
the same way, under Block Hq’s
Korba, an Asst. Teacher (LB) post-
ed in Govt. Primary School
Sarsadeva Patait Singh Paikra is
also having complaint of being
absent for last many months and
coming to school in intoxicated
state. In this regard, as per letter
from resource co-ordinator Korba
block Hq’s and complaint by
Sarpanch Gram Panchayt Shyang
and villagers, it was treated as
one falling under serious indisci-
pline and against the
Chhattisgarh Civil Services Act
1965. On this DEO directed to stop
two wage-hike of Patait Singh
Paikra.

One Asst. teacher suspended,
another pay-hike stopped
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BRIEF

Arrested  
ii Chandigarh: The

Haryana State
Vigilance Bureau has
arrested an officer of
the state civil service
after an FIR was regis-
tered against him and
three of his family
members in a cheat-
ing and bribery case,
an agency spokesper-
son said here on
Tuesday. The accused
Haryana Civil Service
officer has been iden-
tified as Wakeel
Ahmed.

Injured 
ii Kaushambi: A sub-

inspector was injured
when a police team
that had gone to stop
construction work on
a disputed plot of land
in Uttar Pradesh’s
Kaushambi district
was pelted with stones
by a group of people,
an official said on
Tuesday. Three people
have been arrested in
connection with the
incident that occurred
in Arka Mahavirpur
village under Karari
police station area late
on Monday night, the
police official said.

Seized
ii Kolkata: Nine peo-

ple were arrested in
Kolkata for possess-
ing unaccounted
cash of around Rs 60
lakh, police said on
Tuesday. Acting on a
tip-off about the pres-
ence of a huge sum of
money meant for
hawala transactions,
the anti-rowdy sec-
tion of the detective
department of
Kolkata Police con-
ducted a raid in
Burrabazar area on
Monday evening.

Tearful adieu 
ii Jammu: The mortal

remains of six people
including two minor
cousins who were
killed in twin terror-
ist incidents in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Rajouri
district were given a
tearful and emotion-
al farewell as they
were cremated at
their native place on
Tuesday.

Lifer
ii Gonda: A local court

has sentenced a man
to rigorous imprison-
ment for life in con-
nection with a three-
year-old murder case.
The court has also im-
posed a fine of Rs
50,000 on the convict,
identified as Surendra
Chauhan. The case
dates back to the
October 2019 murder
of one Alpana Tiwari,
Assistant District
Government Advocate
Abhinav Chaturvedi
said.

Quit
ii Chennai: Actor-politi-

cian Gayathri
Raguramm, who was
suspended from the
BJP in November last
year, announced on
Tuesday that she is re-
signing from the party
and claimed that
women are not safe in
the Tamil Nadu unit
as “nobody cares
about true karyakar-
tas”.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi with supporters
during the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, in East Delhi,
Tuesday.

Aurangabad, Jan 03 (PTI) 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party will win the
Aurangabad Lok Sabha seat
in Maharashtra by a mar-
gin of 2 lakh votes in 2024
polls, a senior leader has
said implying the party is
keen to take on Shiv Sena
(UBT) which has represent-
ed this constituency multi-
ple times.

Speaking to reporters
after BJP president JP
Nadda addressed a rally in
Aurangabad city on
Monday night, state BJP

chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will also hold a

rally in Aurangabad, but did-
n’t give a specific date.

“The BJP will win the
Aurangabad Lok Sabha seat
by a margin of 2 lakh votes,”
Bawankule told reporters.
Nadda addressed two rallies
in Chandrapur and
Aurangabad cities as part of
the BJP’s plan to win 18 “diffi-
cult” seats it has identified in
Maharashtra out of 160 tar-
geted constituencies across
the country in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, BJP leaders
had said. Aurangabad Lok
Sabha constituency was rep-
resented by the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena mul-
tiple times before it was
wrested by the Asaduddin

Owaisi-led All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) in 2019. BJP sources
had said Amit Shah will trav-
el to as many as 11 states this
month as part of his party’s
“Lok Sabha Prawas” pro-
gramme, which is aimed at
boosting its prospects in tar-
geted parliamentary con-
stituencies ahead of the gen-
eral elections in 2024.

When asked about some
people leaving the venue of
Nadda’s rally in Aurangabad
while he was present on the
stage, Bawankule said they
might have left as the rally
was delayed by four hours
and due to the water supply
timings in the city.

‘BJP will win Aurangabad
LS seat by 2 lakh votes’

Chandrashekhar Bawankule

p In 2024

COLD WINTER MORNING

People wearing woollen clothes on a cold winter day, in Lucknow, Tuesday.

Bhopal, Jan 03 (PTI) 

The Madhya Pradesh
government announced
on Tuesday that it will pro-
vide plots of land free of
cost to the families which
do not own a house.

The announcement by
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan at a cabi-
net meeting came when
Assembly elections are
only a year away in the
BJP-ruled state.

The scheme, named the
Mukhyamantri Bhu
Adhikar Yojna, will be in-
troduced in Tikamgarh
district from Wednesday
and later in other parts of
the state, he was quoted as
saying in an official re-
lease.

“When I visited
Tikamgarh during the
election campaign in

Prithvipur Assembly
seat, some people stopped
me and said they do not
have a house to live in,”
Chouhan said.

When he asked where
they were currently liv-
ing, they said they lived
in their ancestral homes,
but with the size of the
family growing, there
was no room for all the
members and they took
turns to sleep inside, the
CM said.

This prompted him to
come up with the scheme,
he said.

Initially 10,500 families
in Tikamgarh district
will be given plots of land
worth a total of Rs 120
crore. The plots will be al-
lotted in the name of both
husband and wife, and no
premium will be charged,
Chouhan said.

MP govt to provide plots of
land free to poor families

HC quashes FIR against dog owner 

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

Taking note of a settle-
ment between the parties,
the Delhi High Court has
quashed an FIR registered
against a dog owner after
the pet bit his neighbour’s
daughter and he allegedly
assaulted the victim and
her family following an al-
tercation over the issue.

The court recorded the
petitioner dog owner’s un-
dertaking that he will be
“careful in nature regard-
ing the maintenance of
dogs”, and observed no
purpose would be served if
the criminal proceedings
are allowed to continue in
spite of a compromise.

The court, however, im-
posed a cost of Rs 20,000 on
the petitioner and asked

him to deposit the money
in the Advocate Welfare
Fund of the High Court of
Delhi.

“The present case is that
of a dispute between the
neighbours. The com-
plainant has stated that
both parties have been re-
siding adjacent to each
other for the last about 20
years. She states that she
has graciously forgiven
the accused and parties
are now having cordial re-
lations.The petitioner/ac-
cused, in court, has under-
taken that he will be care-
ful in nature regarding the
maintenance of dogs,”
said Justice Dinesh
Kumar Sharma in an
order. “Accordingly, the
case FIR No.69/2018 under
Sections 289 (Negligent
conduct with respect to an-
imal)/323 (Punishment for
voluntarily causing hurt)
/337 (Causing hurt by act

endangering life or per-
sonal safety of others)/34
(Common intention) IPC
registered at Police
Station Jagat Puri and all
the proceedings emanat-
ing therefrom are
quashed,” the court or-
dered

It directed the petitioner
to pay the cost of Rs 20,000
imposed on him within
two weeks.

The petitioner, while
seeking the quashing of
the FIR, informed the
court that the an amicable
settlement was reached
with the intervention of
well-wishers and it was
agreed that both parties
shall make harmony in
the area and have no griev-
ances against each other.

The FIR was lodged on a
statement of the mother of
the girl who was allegedly
bitten by the petitioner’s
dog.

p For pet biting 
neighbour

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

The body of the 20-year-
old woman, who was killed
after being hit and dragged
by a car here, was handed
over to her family mem-
bers on Tuesday, officials
said. The body was handed
over after the autopsy was
conducted at the Maulana
Azad Medical College in
central Delhi, following
which family members
proceeded for cremation.

The woman, killed in the
early hours of New Year
after her scooter was hit by
a car, was dragged for 12
kilometres under the vehi-
cle on the city’s roads, ac-
cording to the police. Five
men who were allegedly in
the car have been booked
for culpable homicide

among other sections.
The victim’s uncle said,

“We have received her
body. The final rites will be
conducted on Tuesday
evening in the Aman
Vihar area. We saw the
post-mortem report and
we are satisfied with it.”

Sources said that doc-
tors who conducted the
autopsy have opined
that there were no in-
jury marks on her pri-
vate parts. Shock and
haemorrhage due to in-
jury to the head, spine
and lower limbs led to
the death of the woman,
according to a prelimi-
nary autopsy report
which also indicated
“no injury suggestive of
sexual assault,” police
said on Tuesday.

Kanjhawala Case

Victim’s body handed
over to family members

PROTEST RALLY

Members of All Odisha Anganwadi Ladies Workers Association take out a procession

rally towards Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik’s residence during their demon-

stration, in Bhubaneswar, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI) 

‘Warehouse drones’ for
warehouse management,
‘Reaper drones’ for mili-
tary and law enforce-
ment and ‘Ornithopter’
based on the design of
birds for surveillance in
tight spaces are among
the various drones devel-
oped by the aeromodel-
ling club at IIT-
Guwahati.

The club is encourag-
ing students to harness
creativity, technology
and innovation in aero-
modelling and develop
smart drones with an
easy interface for com-
mon people, an official
said.

“The club has devel-
oped different types of
drones, including
‘Warehouse drones’ for
warehouse management,
‘Reaper drones’ for mili-

tary and law enforce-
ment, ‘Ornithopter’
based on the design of
birds that can be used for
surveillance in tight
spaces, for wildlife pho-
tography, and ‘RAVEN’,
an indigenously devel-
oped VTOL (Vertical
Takeoff and Landing) ca-
pable fixed-winged air-
craft,” said Chivukula
Vasudeva Sastri, a pro-
fessor at the Department
of Chemistry, the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Guwahati.

“Apart from these proj-
ects, students have also
developed a drone capa-
ble of firing at targets
with high precision. The
firing mechanism is de-
signed in such a way that
it returns to its previous
position waiting for the
pilot’s command for the
next firing,” he added.

Sastri explained that

in a real-world scenario,
warehouses were one of
the most difficult places
to maintain with various
repetitive tasks such as
inventory management
or moving objects to dif-
ferent places.

Any failure in doing
these tasks on time can
cause heavy financial
losses. To avoid human
inefficiency, the innova-
tors have developed a
drone to eliminate such
labour-intensive duties
that involve time con-
suming repetitive physi-
cal work.

“With a little bit of
tweaking in the pro-
gram, for future scope,
the utility of the drone
can be modified from un-
derstanding the flow of
water in agricultural
lands to delivery of
goods within a city by
using line following algo-

rithms along roads, it
can also be used for
faster identification of
items in the inventory of
industries,” Sastri said.

‘Reaper’ is an indige-
nously developed un-
manned aerial vehicle
designed primarily for
military and law enforce-
ment use such as pa-
trolling, target identifica-
tion and tracking, among
others.

“The drone can also be
used during natural dis-
asters like floods or
earthquakes, helping dis-
aster management teams
search for
injured/trapped people
by making use of hyper-
spectral imaging.

Another use is that it
can collect data on ani-
mals in any national
parks/wildlife sanctuar-
ies and study their be-
haviour,” Sastri added.

IIT-Guwahati develops drone for warehouse
management, military and law enforcement

Malda (WB), Jan 03 (PTI) 

Just a few days after its
inaugural run, the
Howrah-New Jalpaiguri
Vande Bharat Express
was pelted with stones in
West Bengal’s Malda dis-
trict.

The incident prompted
the BJP to demand an NIA
investigation into the inci-
dent, while the Trinamool
Congress hinted at a “con-
spiracy to defame the
state”.

No injuries, however,
were reported in the inci-
dent that took place near
Kumarganj railway sta-
tion, around 50 km from
Malda town, on Monday
evening, a Railway official
said.

The glass door of coach
number C13 of 22303
Vande Bharat Express
was damaged in the inci-

dent, he said.
Kumarganj falls under

the jurisdiction of the
Katihar division of the
Northeast Frontier
Railway (NFR).

The train was not
stopped mid-way after the
incident took place at 5.10
pm on Monday and it halt-
ed at its designated stop-
page at Malda Town rail-
way station, the official
said.

Malda Town railway
station Government
Railway Police (GRP) IC
Prashant Rai said that
Railway Protection Force
(RPF) is investigating the
matter.

The train was flagged-
off virtually by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
from Howrah station on
December 30.

West Bengal BJP presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar
alleged that those involved
in anti-CAA protests in
2019 were involved in the
ransacking of the train.

“It is shameful that

Vande Bharat express is
being attacked or ran-
sacked in no other state.
The state government will
do nothing against the
perpetrators to secure its
vote bank,” he said.

Leader of Opposition in
West Bengal Assembly
and BJP leader Suvendu
Adhikari wondered
whether the incident was
“revenge” for the raising
of ‘Jai Shree Ram’ slogans
at the inaugural function
in Howrah station.

“Unfortunate & sicken-
ing. Stones pelted at
India’s pride Vande
Bharat Express in WB’s
Malda district. Is this re-
venge for ‘Jai Shree Ram’
chants on the Inaugural
day? I urge @PMOIndia &
@RailMinIndia to han-
dover the probe to
@NIA_India & punish the
p e r p e t r a t o r s .
@AshwiniVaishnaw,” he
tweeted.

Reacting to BJP’s allega-
tions, TMC spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said it was a

“conspiracy” to defame
the state government.

“ We don’t know who is
involved in it. The police
and railway officials are
looking into it. We suspect
that the BJP is trying to
politicise the issue,” he
said.

BJP workers had raised
‘Jai Shree Ram’ slogans
during the inauguration
programme following
which Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee refused
to get up on the dais from
where the train was
flagged off.

The incident had creat-
ed a major controversy,
with the TMC taking ex-
ception to the raising of
“political slogans” at a
government programme,
made more solemn by the
death of the mother of the
prime minister, while the
BJP tried to downplay the
incident, with Vaishnaw
saying that nothing had
occurred to cause any
angst as party workers
often raise slogans.

Vande Bharat pelted with stones in Malda
BJP,TMC engage 

in slugfest

Jammu, Jan 03 (PTI) 

Authorities on Tuesday
imposed night curfew on
a kilometre-long stretch
along the International
Border in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Samba district
to ensure better area
domination by BSF
troops, according to an of-
ficial order.

The step was taken in
view of the threat of
cross-border infiltration
and smuggling of
weapons through drones
in the present foggy
weather, it stated.

The order issued by the
district magistrate
Anuradha Gupta banned
the movement of civil-
ians from 9 PM to 6 AM in
area up to one kilometer
from the International
Border (IB) in Samba dis-
trict. “No person or
group of persons shall

move in the area up to
one kilometer along the
International Border in
district Samba from 2100
hrs to 0600 hour during
the night,” the order 
stated.

During a meeting of
the district-level standing
committee, authorities of
the Border Security
Force took up the issue of
imposition of night cur-
few on a kilometre-long
strip from IBr from 9 pm
to 6 am daily, enabling
them to perform their du-
ties more effective, the
order said.

To ensure smooth func-
tioning, better domina-
tion by BSF authorities
and to preclude nefarious
activities close to the bor-
der areas, the regulation
in the movement of peo-
ple has become immi-
nent, particularly in the
area from the
International Border, it
said. “It is felt by district
administration, that it is

expedient that the move-
ment of people in border
areas is regulated so that
there is better area domi-
nation by BSF in border
area and nefarious de-
signs of forces inimical to
Indian security are sub-
verted,” DM said in the
order.

She said in case move-
ment is necessary, the
person or persons are re-
quired to produce their
respective ID cards to
BSF and police authori-
ties. “Any person found
violating the aforemen-
tioned order shall be
dealt with in accordance
with law. Since it is not
possible to serve the
order individually, it is
being issued ex-parte”,
DM said. This order shall
come into force with im-
mediate effect and shall
remain in force for a peri-
od of two months from
the date of its issuance, if
not withdrawn or /re-
scinded earlier.

Night curfew imposed along IB
p In J-K’s Samba
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Jerusalem, Jan 03 (PTI):

Reena Vinod
Pushkarna, a celebrity
chef, restaurateur, entre-
preneur and a close friend
of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and
his wife Sara, was among
the 21 recipients of this
year’s prestigious Pravasi
Bharatiya Samman Award
(PBSA).

Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award is the
highest honour conferred
on overseas Indians dur-
ing the Pravasi Bharatiya
Divas Convention, which
will be held between
January 8 and 10 in
Indore, Madhya Pradesh.
These awards were an-
nounced on Monday.

Reena is a key figure in
the India-Israel business
and cultural arena.

She was part of a high-
profile team who pre-
pared the dishes when
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visited Israel in
2017. Born in 1958 to an
Indian Army officer fa-
ther and an Iraqi-Jewish
mother, Reena immi-
grated to Israel in 1983
with husband Vinod,

when India and Israel did
not have full-fledged diplo-
matic relations.

“I am proud of my her-
itage. Mine has been an ef-
fort to connect people and
in the process I have also
been witness to all the
milestones in the evolu-
tion of the strong ties be-

tween India and Israel,”
Reena told PTI.

“My husband, Vinod,
has been the most impor-
tant and consistent pillar
of strength in this whole
journey and all this
would not have been pos-
sible without him,” she
added.

Indian-origin friend of PM
Netanyahu conferred with Pravasi

Bharatiya Samman Award

Vienna, Jan 03 (PTI):

China did not observe
agreements with India on
border issues and that is
why there is a “tense situa-
tion” between the two
neighbours, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has pointed
out as he explained how
Beijing tried to “unilater-
ally change LAC”.

During an interview to
Austria’s national broad-
caster ORF on Monday,
Jaishankar said India had

agreements with China
not to mass force in the
border areas.

However, China did not
observe those agreements,
“which is why we have the
currently tense situation
that we do”, he said while
responding to a question.

“We had an agreement
not to unilaterally change
the Line of Control (LAC),
which they (China) have
tried to unilaterally do,”
he said.

Replying to a counter
question on what if China

also says that India did not
observe the agreements,
Jaishankar said it’s diffi-
cult for Beijing to say that
as the “record is very
clear”.

“Today, there is a lot of
transparency in satellite
pictures. If we see who
moved the forces to the
border areas first, I think
the record is very clear. So,
it is very difficult for
China to say what you
have suggested they
could,” Jaishankar said.

Indian and Chinese

troops clashed along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the Tawang sec-
tor of Arunachal Pradesh
on December 9 and the
face-off resulted in “minor
injuries to a few personnel
from both sides”, accord-
ing to the Indian Army.

It is the first major clash
between the Indian and
Chinese armies since the
fierce face-off in the
Galwan Valley in June
2020 that marked the most
serious military conflict
between the two sides in
decades.

The ties between the two
countries froze since then
with India making it clear
that peace and tranquillity
at the border is the sine
qua non for the overall de-
velopment of bilateral
ties.

The two countries have
held 17 rounds of talks so
far to resolve the standoff.

Jaishankar arrived in
Austria from Cyprus on
the second leg of his two-
nation tour.

This is the first EAM-
level visit from India to
Austria in the last 27
years, and it takes place
against the backdrop of 75
years of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two
countries in 2023.

China didn’t observe
agreements with India on
border issue: Jaishankar

External Affiars Minister S Jaishankar with Foreign Ministers Alexander Schallenberg of
Austria, Jan Lipavský of Czech Republic and Rastislav Kácer of Slovak Republic during a
meeting in the Slavkov format, in Vienna.

JOE BIDEN WITH FAMILY

First lady Jill Biden and granddaughter Natalie Biden, left, walk, as her daughter Ashley Biden, far back, kisses her

father President Joe Biden, as they arrive together at Andrews Air Force Base, Md.,  Pres. Biden is returning to the

White House after spending a week with family on St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Islamabad, Jan 03 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan
on Tuesday announced
early closure of markets
and wedding halls as part
of a raft of measures
under the energy conser-
vation plan as the govern-
ment struggled to revive
the economy.

Briefing the media after
a meeting of the cabinet
which approved the
National Energy
Conservation Plan to save
energy and decrease de-
pendence on imported oil,
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif said markets would
close at 8.30pm while wed-
ding halls would shut

doors by 10.00pm respec-
tively, which will “save us
Rs 60 billion”.

Announcing more meas-
ures, he said that manufac-
turing of incandescent
bulbs would be stopped
from February 1 while pro-
duction of inefficient fans
would be stopped from
July. He said these meas-
ures would help to save an-
other Rs22 billion.

The government would
also make the use of coni-
cal geysers mandatory
within a year, which by
using less gas would save
Rs 92 billion, and alterna-
tive use of street lights
would save another Rs 4
billion.

Asif said that all gov-
ernment buildings and of-
fices would also reduce
use of energy under the
plan and a policy to work
from home would also be
completed in up to 10 days.

“No lights were on in
the cabinet meeting today.
The meeting was held in
full sunlight,” he said, pro-
viding an example for the
country to follow.

Asif also said that the
cabinet planned to con-
serve 30 per cent of the
electricity used by govern-
ment departments, which
would save Rs62 billion.

In another step, Asif
said that electric motorcy-
cles would be introduced

by the end of this year to
help cut the import of fuel.

“The plan to save energy
is being enforced immedi-
ately and the cabinet will
monitor it,” he said.

Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman
who accompanied the de-
fence minister at the press
conference said the plan
would also help to tackle
the climate change issue.

“The world has been fol-
lowing this plan for a
while and it is imperative
for us to change our
habits,” she said and asked
businesses to cooperate.

The measures to save
energy come a day after
the National Security

Committee agreed that the
revival of the economy is
essential for national secu-
rity. Pakistan’s economic
situation is facing “severe
headwinds” with inflation
being forecast to stay high
between 21-23 per cent and
the country’s fiscal deficit
widening by more than 115
per cent in the first four
months (July-October) of
the current fiscal year.

Pakistan’s Ministry of
Finance in its Monthly
Economic Update and
Outlook last week said
that the economic growth
is likely to remain below
the budgeted target in
FY23 due to devastation
caused by floods.

Cash-strapped Pakistan announces early closure
of markets, wedding halls to save energy

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Prime Minister of
Israel Benjamin Netanyahu, his wife Sara Netanyahu and
celebrity chef Reena Pushkarna. (File Photo).

Kyiv, Jan 03 (AP):

Russia is preparing to
step up its attacks on
Ukraine using Iranian-
made exploding drones,
according to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, as Moscow
looks for ways to keep up
the pressure on Kyiv after
months of battlefield set-
backs for the Kremlin’s
war strategy.

“We have information
that Russia is planning a
prolonged attack by
Shaheds (exploding
drones),” Zelenskyy said
in his nightly video ad-
dress late Monday.

He said the goal is to
break Ukraine’s resist-
ance by “exhausting our
people, (our) air defense,
our energy,” more than 10
months after Russia invad-
ed its neighbor.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin is explor-
ing how to shore up confi-
dence in Moscow’s flawed
war effort, which in recent
months has been dented
by a Ukrainian counterof-
fensive backed by
W e s t e r n - s u p p l i e d
weapons. That has
brought criticism in some
Russian circles of the mili-
tary’s performance.

In the latest embarrass-

ment for the Kremlin,
Ukrainian forces fired
rockets at a facility in the
eastern Donetsk region
where Russian soldiers
were stationed, killing 63
of them. It was one of the
deadliest attacks on the
Kremlin’s forces since
the war began more than
10 months ago.

Ukraine’s Western-re-
inforced air defenses
have made it difficult for
Russian warplanes to
carry out missile strikes.
The Iranian-made ex-
ploding drones are a
cheap weapon which also
spreads fear among
troops and civilians. The

United States and its al-
lies have sparred with
Iran over Tehran’s role in
allegedly supplying
Moscow with the drones.

The Institute for the
Study of War said that
Putin is looking to
strengthen support for
his strategy among key
voices in Russia.

“Russia’s air and mis-
sile campaign against
Ukraine is likely not
generating the
Kremlin’s desired infor-
mation effects among
Russia’s nationalists,”
the think tank said late
Monday.

“Such profound mili-

tary failures will contin-
ue to complicate Putin’s
efforts to appease the
Russian pro-war commu-
nity and retain the domi-
nant narrative in the do-
mestic information
space,” it added.

Zelenskyy warned that
in the coming weeks,
“the nights may be quite
restless.”

Russia plans tactical shift using more drones: Ukraine 

PP orn addiction is rampant today.
Don’t we think that parents

should have more quality conversation
with their children instead of keeping
it bottled up. If they open up, then chil-
dren feel easy to communicate with
them without a fear of being judged.
More and more disturbed parents and
spouses have been seeking help, and
there is even a growing concern in
schools. It hurts child’s spirit and
infects mind with unclean thoughts.
Pornography consumption is not
something that can easily be stopped.
Once the appetite for it has developed,
it actually increases. Recently the
Central Bureau of Investigation has
smashed an international child
pornography racket, being run for the
past two years through a WhatsApp
group that had 119 members from 18
countries. Porn or no porn should be
decided by the common man and not
by a bunch of bureaucrats.

Pornography has existed for cen-
turies and there has been a debate
about whether pornography is socially
or morally acceptable but as it involves
adults, there is no law that is broken.
But when children are involved in sex-
ual exploitation, pornography is open-
ly regarded to be a heinous crime in
multiple nations. Adolescence goes
downhill when there are too many
restrictions. When obscenity becomes
a commodity, it threatens to corrode
the very bedrock of ethics on which a
healthy society is founded. In such
cases, sex education should be made
compulsory for students before they
reach puberty so that they understand
sex and its functionality. Many schools
focus exclusively on academics, pay-

ing little attention to effective counsel-
ing of adolescents. There has to be a
policy to reduce the focus in the area
of sex in general if our women and
children are to be protected globally.
At an individual level, pornography
addiction, including ‘cyber porn addic-
tion’ is one of the most notorious prob-
lems associated with pornography use
today. Child pornography is a real and
pressing problem that exists on local,
national and international levels. Child
Protection Act, 2012 provides protec-
tion to children from sexual assault,
harassment and pornography. In this
Act, Section 13 makes use of children
for pornographic purposes a criminal
offence that can lead to being jailed
for up to five years. The world of inter-
net and social media appeals the child
a lot and because of this young mind
does not give a second thought on the
dark side of that world. With the inter-
net making its way into phones, people
now don't even care about who is sit-
ting next to them. The government has
already told the Supreme Court that
there cannot be a complete ban on
Internet pornography in the country
and legal actions are also not possible
in a large number of cases. 

The only way out is for parents to
spend their free time interacting with
their children instead of watching bor-
ing television soaps. The influence of
cinema and television on our impres-
sionable youth cannot be under esti-
mated. There are so many other
movies that have explicit scenes bor-
dering on soft porn. At times, there are
even advertisements for safe sex or
use of condoms which depict young
girls and boys. We all know of scientif-

ically proven bad effects of porn films.
They tear families apart, objectify
women and pollute children’s mind.
Today the children addicted to pornog-
raphy brings about various changes in
values, attitudes, development and
also gives rise to unwanted health
issues. There are children who use to
take money from their parents saying
that need to download some study
material from Internet to complete
their homework, but instead spend
them watching porn clippings at the
cafes. It is a part of socialization seems
to be a difficult proposition to accept
as it is a by-product of child sexual
abuse. It has become very important
that people talk about child pornogra-
phy so as to raise awareness of the
implications of such crimes in our soci-
ety. Peer pressure is also a cause of
child pornography. It is high time that
child pornography is dealt with sepa-
rately.

Children being weak, gentle and
meek should be protected from the
world of criminals, shady people, and
negative people and so on. These vul-
nerable kids fall prey to the predators
of child abuse, child trafficking, child
pornography etc. Sex Education today
is both timely and apt as the impor-
tance of sex education cannot be
overemphasized. Unfortunately, we do
not take sex education seriously
because there exists a huge communi-
cation gap between the political lead-
ership and the scientific community.
Schools are ideal places where stu-
dents can get answers to basic ques-
tions on sex. 

With teenage pregnancies and
abortions on the rise, and an increase
in the number of those affected by
AIDS, sex education for children is a
must. Because of the conservative cul-
ture that exists in our society, children
find it difficult to discuss sex with their
parents or teachers. Due to lack of
information and the cultural barrier,
many of them become easy prey of
pedophiles. 

It is necessary to prevent children
from learning from bad peers and
obscene books about sex. A holistic
approach should be adapted to sex
education by making available stan-
dard textbooks on the Internet for the

middleclass children also. Banning
pornography is not a solution. Sex edu-
cation would help students develop
personal values and understand inter-
personal relationships as they explore
their own sexuality. When sexual
abuse comes from all quarter’s viz. rel-
atives, colleagues and strangers, it is
mandatory to teach the children how
to overcome and protect themselves
from such contingencies than about
sex.

There is also an urgent need to keep
the young informed of the measures to
protect themselves against sexual
exploitation. Effective counseling as
an inclusive aspect in schools will lead
to the overall wellbeing and healthy
development of the child.
Participatory sex education will pro-
vide the impetus for discussion and
discourage prejudices. Academicians
and policymakers should evolve a syl-
labus that is relevant to the changing
times.

The hesitation to discuss sex in
open classrooms can be overcome if
women teachers teach girls and male
teachers educate boys. Other schools
in the city should make sex education
part of the curriculum to avoid such
misinformation and restrict child
abuse. There must be a check on their
activities by the parents while using
net. They must also be made aware of
the pros and cons of the high tech
modern world and social media. It is
important to develop an understand-
ing of the problem so that laws are
made and implemented to curb child
pornography and the rights are given
to children are actually practiced.

The Indian cyber law needs to be
amended and made more effective to
curb access, use, transmission and
publishing of porn. Also, cyber educa-
tion and etiquette need to be inculcat-
ed in school curriculum to sensitize
children about the huge porn content
available and how they should protect
themselves from it. People should be
educated to note the behavioural
changes of the children and find out
the reasons for abuses to save the
child from trauma which may be pro-
longed. Sex education as a part of cur-
riculum will create awareness and a
healthier India.
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Politics of religion
The dignified and justified offence
taken by Mamata Banerjee on
hearing shrill cries of "Jai Shri
Ram" directed at her prompt the
BJP leaders to ask in "wonder" - - -
"What's wrong in taking God's
name?" May I humbly ask those
leaders what would be their exact
reaction if a section of public start
chanting "Allahu Akbar" in an offi-
cial  function organised by the NDA
government. Hope the BJP leaders
also wouldn't find anything wrong
in that call to Almighty as it means
"God is Greater". It also gets ques-
tioned why does Banerjee feel dis-
turbed by the chants of Lord Ram.
Leaving aside the fact of the slo-
gan's deep communal association
with muscle flexing of rabid
Hindutva, Babri Masjid demolition
and blatant Muslim bashing
(thereby assaulting the divine
name of Lord Ram); can it be asked
why do the BJP fanatics invoke this
slogan exactly when Banerjee
arrive at the podium/dias. Will we
have to believe that the saffron
brigade visualise Lord Ram within
Mamata Banerjee - - -  whom they
love to hate mock and taunt so
much throughout the year. BJP
leaders would naturally not find
any communalism and hatred
embedded within "Jai Shri Ram" ;
however, the least they can do is to
stand up and admit in a straight-
forward fashion that they direct
this slogan at Banerjee just to
humiliate and belittle her.
However, it is too much to expect
such courage of honesty on the
part of BJP supporters who are
heartless and uncivilised enough
to religiously and openly taunt not
only a Chief minister in her own
land, but also a noble lady.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

Right or wrong!
The Supreme Court (SC) in a 4:1
majority verdict upheld the Modi
government's (or the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s) 2016
decision to demonetise the Rs 1,000
and Rs 500 denomination notes,
saying the decision-making process
was not flawed. Though majority
judges admitted that to them its
'Not relevant whether objective
achieved or not'. Though I agree
with the lone dissenting Judge
Justice BV Nagarathna, the note ban
decision was well-intentioned and
well-thought-off as it targeted evils
such as black money, terror funding,
and counterfeiting. Even the Justice
SA Nazeer lead bench, also compris-
ing justices BR Gavai, AS Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian, said the
Centre's decision-making process
could not have been flawed as there
was consultation between the RBI
and the Union government.  But the
big question was did the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) apply its inde-
pendent application of mind?
Never, because the Modi govern-
ment only requested RBI's opinion,
which cannot be said to be a recom-
mendation. It’s a pity that the osten-
sibly learned judges need to apply
some practical thinking whether or
not Demonetisation (Demo) was
right or wrong. The whole of India
knows that Demo has been a disas-
ter. and never felt the pains of
exchanging banned notes, making
Many people lose their hard-earned
money and lives during note ban.
It’s been done and black money has-
n’t vanished nor has currency circu-
lation reduced. Looks like one more
talking point in the media only. One
way good as executive powers
weren’t questioned. Let’s hope for
no more bans of any kind unless it’s
mandated by people i.e., after dis-
cussions in both houses of parlia-
ment not only two to three persons.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd
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Army jawans take part in a parade during a dress rehearsal ahead of Army Day, at MEG & Centre in Bengaluru, Tuesday, Jan. 3.

ARMY DAY  REHEARSAL

It is a pity that the government could not think of a better “new year gift
for the country’s poor” than continuing to feed 81.35 crore Indians with
free food grains for another year till December 31, 2023, under a 10-year-
old National Food Security Act (NFSA), at a cost of over Rs.200,000 crore.
In the process, the government admits that India’s poverty level contin-
ues to increase with the growth of its population. The union government
enacted NFSA in July, 2013, giving legal entitlement to 67 percent of the
population — 75 percent in rural areas and 50 per cent in urban areas —
to receive highly subsidised food grains. India’s population was 128.13
crore then.  The free ration scheme was started by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in April 2020 under ‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) to help the country’s 67 percent poor population
whose livelihoods were shuttered by a national lockdown to contain the
spread of coronavirus. It was certainly a very thoughtful move on the
government’s part at that point of time. There were four phases of lock-
downs (between 25 March 2020 and 31 May 2020), and two unlock peri-
ods (1 June–31 July 2020) in India. By 2021, life  nearly turned normal.
However, giving-away anything for free is easy. It generally makes recip-
ients highly happy. But, freebees carry a risk factor. Their withdrawal
could make the donor quite unpopular among the gift recipients. The
free food grains scheme was extended through the entire 2021 and 2022
probably because a number of India’s states, including West Bengal,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Assam, Puducherry, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Gujarat, went for legislative assembly elections. The exten-
sion of PMGKAY through 2023 may have also made sense for the
Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled national government as nine more states
are due for assembly elections during this year. One will not be surprised
if the scheme is even run through the next year, when the national elec-
tion is due along with seven state assembly polls. The PMJKAY seems to
have assumed a new purpose: that is to deny the opposition parties of
taking advantage of a possible withdrawal syndrome among poor voters
who will be deprived of free rations. In the process, the real issue lead-
ing to the enactment of NFSA appears to have gotten lost. Meanwhile,
the government doles in support of the country’s so-called poor, repre-
sented by a static percentage (67 percent) of the population that’s grow-
ing every day, every month and every year, have overtaken its intention
to eradicate poverty. When NFSA was enacted in July 2013, less than a
year before the 2014 Lok Sabha election, the country’s population was
128 crore. And, at 67 percent, it covered some 85 crore population.
Interestingly, the act did not help the Congress party win the 2014
national election.  Now, India’s population is nearly 141.4 crore. That rais-
es the number of the poor under the NFSA definition to 94.47 crore and
not 81.35 crore as computed by the PMGKAY implementing authority.
Under NFSA, food grains were to be made available at highly subsidised
prices of Rs. 3/2/1 per kg for rice, wheat and coarse grains respectively
for an initial period of three years from the date of commencement of the
Act (July 13, 2013). Thereafter, prices were to be fixed by the union gov-
ernment from time to time. The government decided to continue with the
above-mentioned subsidised prices under NFSA despite inflation and ris-
ing high open market prices of food grains. Sadly, NFSA has always been
used as a political tool by the ruling parties in both the union and state
governments. It operates more like an election agenda to reward the
poor. Poverty eradication received less priority from the government.
This explains why so many so-called poverty eradication schemes have
failed to make a dent on the number of the poor under NFSA over the
years. The schemes include the National Food for Work Programme;
Swarnajayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana; Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar
Yojana; Indira Awaas Yojana for Rural Housing; Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act; Pradhan Mantri Gramodaya Yojana;
Rural Employment Generation Programme; Prime Minister’s Rozgar
Yojana; Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana; Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
– Urban (PMAY-U); Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G) and
Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana. While PMAY-U is a flagship
union government mission implemented by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs, PMAY-G was introduced to boost the “Housing for All”
scheme by the end of 2022. The main aim of the PMAY-G scheme is to
provide brick-built houses with some of the basic amenities. The scheme
has already missed the execution deadline. It continues through the cur-
rent year. In fact, none of the schemes achieved their prescribed lofty
goals. High rates of rural and urban unemployment continue.  According
to a study, nearly 33 percent of India’s educated youth are unemployed
due to a lack of future skills. Addressing these issues are much tougher
than providing free or highly subsidised food grains to an overwhelming
number of India’s population (67 percent) helping politicisation of pover-
ty. Interestingly, the government’s new education policy, based on “four
pillars which are access, equity, quality and accountability,” does not
address those burning issues leading to joblessness and poverty. 

RRaajjeennddeerr  KKuummaarr  SShhaarrmmaa

Recently, the Jharkhand government has declared Shri Sammed Shikharji,
Giridih, a holy and religious place of Jainism as a tourist place, it may be
known that this religious place is the center of faith of both Digambar and
Shwetambar sects.  It is also called Nirvana Bhoomi of 20 out of 24
Tirthankaras of Jainism.  Expressing its objection, the Jain community has
opposed the decision of the Jharkhand government. The above episode
has forced us to think that we should try to define tourist place and reli-
gious place properly. The subject is not the decision of any particular state
government, but it is a general important issue which is related to our
beliefs. First of all, there is a dire need to define tourist place and religious
place separately. Tourists go to tourist places only with the intention of
roaming around, that is, leaving the restrictions of daily life, they go out
of the house to enjoy the natural beauty of nature without any hindrance
for some time. In tourism, a person would not want to follow any kind of
restrictions and rules, such as ban on non-veg food, prohibition of enter-
ing a particular place by wearing shoes and slippers, expectation of a dis-
ciplined life, etc. are some of the standards that differentiate tourism
from a religious place. It won't be fair to call religious places as tourist
places because people go to religious places  of their faith, stay there to
meditate, follow a restrained life, stay away from the evils of their daily
life for some time etc.  In the present context, it would be appropriate to
say here that all religious places can be tourist places as well, but all
tourist places cannot be religious places. At present, people have consid-
ered religious places as tourist places. This is the reason why unneces-
sarily there is always  crowd at religious places. Pilgrim visits a religious
place for a religious purpose, so the pilgrim has no option but to go to the
religious place. But it is not necessary that the tourist also had to go to the
religious place for sightseeing. If he wants, he can go to any other desti-
nation for tourism. For example, if someone wants to spend time on the
beach, then it is not necessary to go to Dwarka or Rameswaram only.
Because apart from these two beach tourist places, many more will be
found. Similarly, if you want to go for tourism on hill stations, then apart
from Maa Vaishno Devi Dham, there are many other hill stations. So think
whether you want to go on a pilgrimage or a tourist trip. One journey indi-
cates freedom while the other indicates a disciplined and restrained life.
The time has come to understand the difference between a tourist place
and a place of pilgrimage. And along with this, governments should also
take initiative to define the religious places and tourist places present in
the country by giving up the greed of earning maximum revenue. So that
the purity and cleanliness of the religious places could be maintained.

Time to re - define religious
and tourist places

Free food supply to  poor
won’t help eradicate poverty

Can’t parents help their children
to overcome of Porn addiction?

AAttuull  KKuummaarr  TTiiwwaarrii  

Any discussion on apprenticeship in India
invariably draws a comparison with Germany
and such other developed economies.
Apprenticeship has been credited for low unem-
ployment rates and higher productivity of the
industrial workforce in such developed coun-
tries. Even in developing countries like India, a
study conducted by Dalberg for DFID (now
FCDO) in March 2020 placed the benefit-cost
ratio at 1.3 to 1.9 times for employers across
various sectors. Thus, there is a consensus that
apprenticeship, which is learning while work-
ing, is the best pathway for education to work
transition.  Admittedly, compared to 4% of
workforce in Germany and 1.7% in UK, India has
just 0.1% of workforce engaged as apprentices.
Much of the low rates are attributable to the
vastly informal sector in India. Out of 466 mil-
lion workers (PLFS 2017-18), around 375 million
or 80.47% are estimated to be working in the
informal sector. Further, the economy related to
crafts and skill trades is almost overwhelmingly
in the unorganised sector.  Even among the
around 90 million formal workforce in India, less
than 20 million are engaged in enterprises with
30 or more employers. Larger the size of the
enterprise, higher would be its propensity to
offer positions to trainees and apprentices. In
Germany, for example, a total of 21.7% of the
2.1 million companies had at least 10 employees
. Around 20.3% of all companies offer trainee
positions in Germany, and this share increases
from ~12% among enterprises with 1-9 employ-

ees to 81.3% in enterprises with more than 500
employees. For India, the proportion of enter-
prises (or establishments within the meaning of
the Apprentices Act, 1961) with more than 9
employees is just 1.4% of the 5.85 crore estab-
lishments . Micro sized enterprises face signifi-
cant hindrance in making human capital invest-
ment including on apprenticeships. Apart
fromthe structure of the economy, people’s per-
ceptions of apprenticeship do also matter. It
ranges from apprenticeship seen as an integral
part of youth’s education in Germany to a
salaried job with training in UK to apprentices
as inexpensive labour in many developing
economies. Interestingly, the stipend paid to
apprentice is 20-50% of wages of skilled worker
in, Austria, Denmark,Germany, Switzerland,
etc., which constitute as a significant economic
arbitrage in favour of the apprentices in the
labour market. In India, stipends to apprentices
are on average 80% of the wages of semi-skilled
labour (ILO estimates), which implies that par-
ticularly for MSMEs that constitute most of the
economy, the economic return out of appren-
tices engaged is not so attractive. Finally, the
higher transaction cost for managing appren-
tices in India, with ‘optional’ and ‘designated’
trades, processing of contracts and stipends,
and the approval and monitoring processes, etc.
Despite all these challenges, the number of
Apprentices in India has grown from 0.9 lakh in
2014-15 to more than 5 lakhsin 2021-22. It is
after considering the peculiarities of the Indian
economy as discussed above that we need to
approach the goal of raising apprenticeship

opportunities in India to 10 lakhs by end of 2022,
and to 60 lakhs by 2026.  How to increase the
efficiency gains by the establishments in man-
agement of apprenticeship is  a more control-
lable variable in this direction. The government
shares stipend cost with the establishments up
to 25% or Rs. 1, 500 per apprentice under the
National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme
(NAPS). Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has removed physical
claim submission and allowed online process
through the apprenticeship portal to reduce
procedural delays in stipend reimbursement to
establishments. The stipend support is pro-
posed to be delivered directly to the appren-
tices through DBT mode to plug leakages.To fur-
ther reduce the transaction costs to the estab-
lishments, enterprises with pan-India opera-
tions would be able to, instead of multiple

states, engage with a single state-level appren-
ticeship/skill entity. Data sharing between
apprenticeship schemes is expected to further
streamline the registration process for enter-
prises. In terms of rationalisation of curriculum,
redundant courses have been removed and
duration of apprenticeship training is made
more uniform (with options to meet varying
requirements of establishments and sectors).
Standardisation of curriculum and streamlining
of process between types of trades (designated
and optional), besides allowing establishments
to customise their courses in line with their
needs, etc. are other measures taken that would
make it easier for establishments to engage a
greater number of apprentices.   While the ease
of doing business would certainly help, what
remains an issue is how aspirational value of
apprenticeship is raised in the country. For this
to happen, it is necessary to embed apprentice-
ship in the educational ecosystem besides
building credible pathways from apprenticeship
to higher education so that apprenticeship
receives the respect that it deserves for hands-
on learning and improving the employability of
our youth.  To actualize this intent, defined
credits shall be assigned on completion of
Apprenticeship and assessment as per the new
National Credit Framework so that it becomes
useful in pursuing further education. In addi-
tion, Apprenticeships and Internships are pro-
posed to be embedded in the school curricu-
lums at the post-secondary level. The higher
education system is also gearing up to main-
stream Apprenticeship embedded degree pro-

grams as per the guidelines of theUGC.  Finally,
to make headway in any public policy, the
stakeholders need to be energized. A massive
awareness program across the country has
been launched in the form of Apprenticeship
promotion events across more than 250 districts
as calendar events through the year. A central-
ized helpline is expected to address any queries
from establishments or candidates. While we
work on all the above action points to make
apprenticeship as a win-win situation for
trainees and establishments so that it further
grows deep roots in Indian economy, it is neces-
sary that apprenticeship does not become an
avenue for supply of cheap labour. All forms of
work exposure cannot be clubbed under
Apprenticeship.   

Apprenticeship is defined by a verified writ-
ten contract between the employer and appren-
tice; payment of stipend as per norms; struc-
tured training of the apprentice including non-
production time training; light yet tight moni-
toring; and its assessment.The value proposi-
tion of apprenticeship for employers must
emerge from qualitative aspects of higher pro-
ductivity, lower attrition, and lower hiring
costs.For the trainees, it is work-based learning
with reasonable stipends and greater likelihood
of getting employment. The fruits of
Apprenticeship growth must therefore accrue
to all concernedstakeholders: the Apprentice,
the establishment, and the overall economy for
a long-term sustainable growth.

((AAuutthhoorreedd    iiss    SSeeccrreettaarryy,,  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  SSkkiillll
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  EEnnttrreepprreenneeuurrsshhiipp))

Can Apprenticeship work in India?

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

VINOD  CHANDRASHEKHAR DIXIT

Atul Kumar Tiwari 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  WEDNESDAY, JANUARY  04,  2023

BRIEF

Resignation

New Delhi:BharatPe's
chief executive Suhail
Sameer, who had a fall
out with ousted co-
founder Ashneer
Grover, has stepped
down, sending the com-
pany scouting for suc-
cession planning. In a
statement, BharatPe
said, "Sameer will tran-
sition from chief exec-
utive officer to strate-
gic advisor effective
January 7, 2023." It did
not mention the reason
behind Sameer's resig-
nation. "This (new role
for Sameer) will ensure
a smooth transition for
current CFO, Nalin
Negi, who has been ap-
pointed interim CEO to
partner with senior ex-
ecutives to bolster exe-
cution in all phases of
the company's busi-
ness," it said.

CEO-designate 
Mumbai: Grounded
carrier Jet Airways on
Monday said Sanjiv
Kapoor remains the
CEO-designate of the
company till the air-
line's ownership is
transferred to the con-
sortium by the lenders.
Earlier CNBCTV18 re-
ported that the head of
the Jet Airways man-
agement committee
and erstwhile
Resolution Professional
Ashish Chhawchharia
in a notice to Kapoor
has asked him to re-
frain from using the
title of CEO of the air-
line. In October 2020,
the airline's committee
of creditors (CoC) ap-
proved the revival plan
submitted by the con-
sortium of Dubai-based
Murari Lal Jalan and
the UK's Kalrock
Capital.

Investments 

Hyderabad:
Telangana has attract-
ed a whopping Rs 3.30
lakh crore (USD 40 bil-
lion) worth of invest-
ment through the path-
breaking TSiPASS and
in IT and ITeS sectors
since 2014, said IT and
Industries Minister
K.T. Rama Rao. The
Telangana State
Industrial Project
Approval and Self-
Certification System
(TS-iPASS) is a single-
window clearance for
setting up industries in
the State.

Lending rates
New Delhi: State-
owned Indian Bank in-
creased lending rates,
including the marginal
cost of funds-based
lending rates (MCLR),
by up to 25 basis points.
The new rates are effec-
tive from January 3,
Indian Bank said in a
regulatory filing. The
Asset Liability
Management
Committee (ALCO) of
the bank has reviewed
the Marginal Cost of
funds based Lending
Rate (MCLR), Treasury
Bills Linked Lending
Rates (TBLR), Base
Rate and Benchmark
Prime Lending Rate
(BPLR) and decided for
an upward revision in
MCLR, TBLR, Base
Rate and BPLR across
various tenors, it
noted.

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Finance Minister
Niramala Sitharaman  wel-
comed the Supreme Court
judgement upholding the
decision of the Modi gov-
ernment to demonetise
high value currency notes
in November 2016. On
November 8, 2016 Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had announced demoneti-
sation of old Rs 1,000 and
Rs 500 banknotes and one of
the key objectives of the un-
precedented decision was
to promote digital pay-
ments and curb black
money flows. "Welcome the
Hon'ble Supreme Court's
judgement today on
Demonetization. A five-
judge Constitution Bench
(via a 4-1 majority) has up-
held the Demonetization
after carefully examining
the issue & has dismissed
several petitions challeng-

ing the decision,"
Sitharaman said in a series
of tweets. "There were con-
sultations between the
Centre & RBI for a period of
6 months. There is a rea-
sonable nexus to bring
such a measure & it satis-
fies the test of proportion-
ality. Decision-making
process cannot be faulted
merely because the propos-
al emanated from the
Centre," she said, quoting
the judgement. "SC:
"Section 26(2) RBI Act can-

not be struck down as un-
constitutional on the
ground of excessive delega-
tion. There has to be great
restraint in matters of eco-
nomic policy. The court
cannot supplant the wis-
dom of executive with its
wisdom"," she said. In an-
other tweet, she said the
apex court has remarked
that "the central govern-
ment's decision was after
RBI board's approval which
shows in-built safeguard
against centre's powers. It

cannot be said that there is
excessive delegation of
power under the RBI Act to
the Centre which is answer-
able to the Parliament."
Even the dissenting judge
has said that
"Demonetization was a
well-intentioned and well-
thought-of decision to tar-
get evils plaguing the na-
tion's economy, such as
black money, terror fund-
ing and counterfeit curren-
cy", the finance minister
added. Earlier in the day,
the Supreme Court in a 4:1
majority verdict upheld the
government's 2016 decision
to demonetise the Rs 1,000
and Rs 500 denomination
notes. There has to be great
restraint in matters of eco-
nomic policy and the court
cannot supplant the wis-
dom of the executive by a
judicial review of its deci-
sion, a five-judge
Constitution bench of the

apex court, headed by
Justice S A Nazeer, said.

Justice B V Nagarathna
dissented from the majori-
ty judgment on the point of
the Centre's powers under
section 26(2) of the RBI Act
and said the scrapping of
the Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 se-
ries notes had to be done
through a legislation and
not through a notification.
"Parliament should have
discussed the law on de-
monetisation, the process
should not have been done
through a gazette notifica-
tion. Parliament cannot be
left aloof on an issue of
such critical importance
for the country," Justice
Nagarathna said. She also
said there was no inde-
pendent application of
mind by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and only its
opinion was sought, which
cannot be said to be a rec-
ommendation.

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Rating agency Icra on
Tuesday revised its
growth estimates for the
Indian road logistics sec-
tor to 11-13 per cent for
the current fiscal against
the previous estimate of
7-9 per cent. The rating
agency said the growth
is supported by a strong
demand environment,
coupled with the contin-
uation of firm freight
rates, also supported by
the base effect to an ex-
tent, given that FY22 had
a weak first quarter due
to the second wave of
COVID-19. Icra further
said it expects revenue
growth of the Indian
road logistics sector at a
higher single digit for
F24 over FY23 on an ele-
vated base and continua-

tion of a healthy demand
scenario. The debt cover-
age metrics of the logis-
tic sector are expected to
marginally moderate in
FY23 and FY24 compared
to the FY22 levels, owing
to expected debt-funded
capital expenditure for
vehicle replacement re-
quired prior to the intro-
duction of the scrappage
policy, along with the ris-
ing interest rate regime,
it added. Further, Icra
said multimodal offer-
ings are likely to gain
from increased accept-
ance and traction going
forward, as players offer-
ing multi-modal services
have more flexibility. In
addition to these, timely
and effective implemen-
tation of the National
Logistics Policy and
other such initiatives
would be key to provid-
ing the requisite impetus
to the sector, the agency
said.

Icra revises upwards
road logistics sector

growth forecast
̈ To 11-13 pc 

this fiscal

Welcome SC judgement
on demonetisation: FM

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

Microsoft Chairman
and CEO Satya Nadella on
Tuesday said there is
tremendous momentum
in cloud adoption, as he
termed cloud a "big game
changer". Nadella, who is
currently in India, ad-
dressed Microsoft Future
Ready Leadership
Summit in Mumbai on
Tuesday.

He is also scheduled to
visit Delhi and Bengaluru
this week, and will be
meeting key customers,
startups, developers, edu-
cators and students dur-
ing his India visit.
Nadella, in his address on
Tuesday, listed cloud and
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
as imperatives that can be
helpful in driving eco-
nomic growth. "Cloud has
been a big game changer.
cloud is in early-to-inter-

mediate innings," Nadella
said and noted the
"tremendous momentum
in cloud adoption."
According to research
firm IDC, the overall
Indian public cloud serv-
ices market is expected to
reach USD 13 billion by
2026, growing at a CAGR

of 23.1 per cent for 2021-26.
The revenue totaled USD
2.8 billion for the first half
of 2022. Public cloud serv-
ice (PCS) makes comput-
ing and storage applica-
tions available on demand
to organisations and indi-
viduals over the public in-
ternet. A private cloud

model's resources are
available only to a single
organisation. Top cloud
computing providers in
India include Amazon
Web Services (AWS),
Google Cloud and
Microsoft's Azure.
Hyderabad-born Nadella
also lauded the way in
which India is building
public infrastructure. He
said, "We see tremendous
momentum today, when it
comes to cloud adoption.
In fact, when I think about
Microsoft Windows, in the
client server era, we sold a
few servers in the cloud.
It's a completely different
ballgame. But I look at
every business in the
cloud consumption." "We
are adding a fourth region
in Hyderabad as well. So
we are very committed to
making quality cloud in-
frastructure available
everywhere," he added.

Cloud a big game changer; tremendous 
momentum in cloud adoption: Satya Nadella

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella leaves from Taj Mahal hotel during
his visit to India, in Mumbai, Tuesday, Jan. 3.

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Prices of refrigerators
are likely to increase by up
to 5 per cent as the revised
norms of the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE)
have become applicable
from January 1 this year.
According to manufactur-
ers like Godrej Appliances,
Haier and Panasonic, im-
plementation of the new
norms may put an addi-
tional burden of 2-5 per
cent on consumers, de-
pending on the models.

Besides tightening the
labelling, the new norms
also mandate separate star
labelling for freezers and
refrigerator provisioning
units (storage part) of the
frost-free models. "Now, we
have to declare labelling
for both. That is the new
change," said Godrej
Appliances Business Head
and Executive Vice
President Kamal Nandi

told PTI. When asked
about the price increase,
he said: "In every energy
efficiency tightening, cost
inputs go up a little bit to
achieve those efficiencies
through better insulation
and around 2-3 per cent
price hike because of this
will be happening, depend-
ing on various models and
star ratings". Moreover, an-
other change in the recent
star labelling that is hap-
pening is the declaration of
the net capacity of a refrig-
erator unit and not the
gross capacity, Nandi said.

Net capacity is the usable
capacity of any refrigera-
tor, while gross capacity is
based on the total volume
(of liquid) which could be
stored in a unit.

"For example, there are
gaps between the door and
shelves, which are not use-
able. So, those will not be
considered," Nandi added.

This will help a cus-
tomer to make a judicious
decision while buying the
refrigerator, based on the
actual space available to
them for storing. Haier
Appliances India
President Satish NS said
after BEE revised norms,
energy efficiency for re-
frigerators has been rede-
fined. "Some of the com-
pressors have to be re-
loaded or changed.
Definitely, we are looking
for a 2-4 per cent price in-
crease," he said, adding
"the cost would be passed
on to the consumers".

Refrigerator prices may rise up to 5% as
revised BEE labelling norms come into force

New Delhi, Jan 03: 

Domestic passenger ve-
hicles sales rose by 23 per
cent to a record of 37.93
lakh units in 2022 led by the
likes of Maruti Suzuki,
Hyundai and Tata Motors
as the companies rode on
easing of pandemic related
challenges and semicon-
ductor shortages to cash in
on pent up demand, spe-
cially for SUVs. Other man-
ufacturers like Toyota
Kirloskar Motor and Skoda
India also reported record
sales in 2022. "The industry
wholesales in January to
December 2022 were just
short of 38 lakh units. It
was 37.93 lakh units
against 30.82 lakh in 2021,
which is a growth of 23 per
cent," Maruti Suzuki India

Senior Executive Officer,
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava told
reporters in a virtual con-
ference. He further said the
2022 wholesales are "the
highest ever in the indus-
try for a calendar year" and
the last highest was in 2018
which was 33.3 lakh units.
"So, this is about 14 per

cent higher than the high-
est ever," he added.

On the reasons for the
growth, Srivastava said, "I
believe this resurgence to
the highest ever level is
partly because of the better
availability of semiconduc-
tors because last year was
badly affected by the semi-
conductor issue." 

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

HDFC Bank, India’s
largest private sector
bank, is partnering with
Microsoft in the next
phase of its digital trans-
formationjourney and un-
locking business value by
transforming the applica-
tion portfolio, moderniz-
ing the data landscape and
securing the enterprise
with Microsoft Cloud.
HDFC Bank as a part of its
Future Ready strategy is
developing in house IPs as
well as partnering with
several companies includ-
ing FinTechs’ to co -create
technology IPs. Thebank
will leverage Microsoft
Azure to consolidate and

modernize its enterprise
data landscape through a
Federated Data Lake to
scale its information man-
agement capabilities
across enterprise report-
ing, and advanced analyt-
ics using artificial intelli-
gence. Built on Microsoft
Azure stack, the solution
will enable the bank to de-
mocratize and monetize
its data landscape catering
to several business
units,spanning multiple
systems, reports and
processes. The solution
powered by its unified ar-
chitecture, collaborative
engineering environment,
industry-leading security
andecosystem of AI/ML
based deep learning capa-

bilities. In addition, the
Bank will also leverage
Microsoft Power
Platform's industry-lead-
ing low code, no code capa-
bilities to set up an App
Innovation and
Automation Factory. The
App Factory will enable
the Bank to migrate, mod-
ernize and transform its
application portfolio. “Our
partnership with
Microsoft is a part of our
technology transforma-
tion agenda by investing
in  running the bank as
well as building the bank
of the future. At the heart
of this is the ability to
offer a neo banking experi-
ence to our customers that
is second to none.

HDFC Bank partners with Microsoft as
part of its Digital Transformation Journey

Domestic passenger vehicles sales rise 
23 pc to record of 37.93 lakh units in 2022

New Delhi, Jan 03:  

German luxury carmak-
er Audi  reported a 27.14 per
cent rise in its retail sales in
India at 4,187 units in 2022.
The company sold 3,293
units in 2021. Although the
supply chain challenges
and semiconductor scarcity
still hold back the full poten-
tial of growth, Audi India
said its performance in 2022
was buoyed by a strong
product portfolio, a revival
in customer sentiment and
strong business continuity.

The luxury carmaker
also said it has increased
the prices of its vehicles by
up to 1.7 per cent in most of

its models from January 1.
Audi India Head Balbir
Singh Dhillon said the com-
pany's growth in 2022 is
higher than the estimated
growth of 20-22 per cent of
the luxury section in India
and the company witnessed
sales growth in all the seg-
ments it is present.

He said the company's
performance in 2022 was de-
spite hitting roadblocks

posed by global issues like
semiconductor availability
and shipment challenges.
Audi India said its sales
uptick in 2022 was propelled
by its three main launches
Audi Q7, Audi A8 L and
Audi Q3. Besides, sedans A4
and A6, SUVs Q5 and Q8,
and electric cars e-tron and
e-tron Sportback remain
volume sellers for the
brand, the firm added.

"Not only are the sales
numbers growing, but also
the pre-owned business --
Audi Approved: plus -- is
also growing. It's actually
growing more than double
the new car sales," Dhillon
said.

Audi sales jump 27.14
pc to 4,187 units in 2022

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

Equity benchmarks
ended with gains on
Tuesday amid a largely
firm trend in global mar-
kets after facing bouts of
volatility during the ses-
sion. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 126.41
points or 0.21 per cent to
settle at 61,294.20. During
the day, it hit a high of
61,343.96 and a low of
61,004.04.

The broader NSE Nifty
gained 35.10 points or 0.19
per cent to end at
18,232.55. From the
Sensex pack, Axis Bank,
Titan, Tata Consultancy
Services, Tech Mahindra,
IndusInd Bank, Wipro,
Nestle and Bajaj Finance
were among the major

winners. Mahindra &
Mahindra, Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever and Tata Steel
were the main laggards.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Shanghai and
Hong Kong logged gains,
while Seoul ended lower.
Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading in
the green in mid-session
deals.

Market benchmarks settle
with gains in volatile trade

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

The rupee pared initial gains
and settled 8 paise lower at
82.86 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday, weighed
by a strong greenback overseas
and sustained foreign fund out-
flows. At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened on a positive note at
82.69 against the greenback,
but pared the gains and fell to
an intra-day low of 82.92. The
domestic currency finally set-
tled at 82.86, down 8 paise over
its previous close of 82.78. The
dollar index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 1 per cent higher at
104.55. Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.02
per cent to USD 85.93 per bar-
rel. According to Dilip Parmar,

Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, the Indian rupee
continued its downward drift as
importers rushed for dollar buy-
ing, while the inflows remained
muted as traders awaited
Wednesday's Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting minutes. Spot USD-INR
has been consolidating in the
narrow range of 82.40 to 82.95. 

Rupee falls 8 paise to close
at 82.86 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jan 03: 

Unemployment rate in the
country has zoomed to a high
of 8.3 per cent in December,
the highest in 2022, according
to data from Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE). The unemployment
rate during November was at 8
per cent, while in September
it was the lowest at 6.43 per
cent and was at the second
highest level during the year
at 8.28 per cent in August, the
CMIE data stated. While the
urban unemployment rate was
at 10 per cent during the last
month of 2022, rural jobless-
ness stood at 7.5 per cent dur-
ing December. 

Unemployment rate
surges to 8.3 pc in
Dec; joblessness

highest in Haryana at
37.4 pc: CMIE

National crush Vicky Kaushal
is the perfect husband as he

never fails to impress wife
Katrina Kaif and make her feel
special. Vicky recently danced for
Katrina, seemingly on her birth-
day. Taking to Instagram on

Saturday, actor Mini
Mathur posted a

video giving a
glimpse of

how she
spent 2022. A part of the clip

showed Vicky Kaushal seated on
the ground as he danced while
actress Sharvari Wagh, who is
rumoured to be dating Vicky's
brother Sunny Kaushal, was also
seen grooving to the music
behind him. Katrina sat on a

couch near them with another
person and blushed looking at
Vicky. On the work front,
Katrina, who was last seen in

the horror comedy film
'Phone Bhoot' alongside
Siddhant Chaturvedi and
Ishaan Khatter, will be next

seen in Aditya Chopra's
upcoming action thriller film

'Tiger 3' alongside Salman
Khan. She also has Sriram

Raghavan's upcoming film 'Merry
Christmas' opposite Vijay
Sethupathi AND Farhan Akhtar's
upcoming film 'Jee Le Zara'. Vicky
was last seen in Shashank
Khaitan's 'Govinda Naam Mera'.
He will also be seen in Meghna
Gulzar's next film Sam Bahadur
alongside Sanya Malhotra and
Fatima Sana Shaikh.

ACROSS

1. Cease

5. Tatters

9. Leading actors

14. Dalai ____

15. On the peak

16. Wave type

17. Plow-pulling animals

18. Surrealism's Salvador ____

19. Ham it up

20. Fiesta item

22. Liberate

24. Tomato color

25. Business abbr.

27. Oahu and Maui

29. Less hazardous

32. Mailbox item

34. Detergent

36. Fleet of warships

40. Gobbled up

41. Gypsy's card

43. Jog

44. Revolve

47. Raised

50. Formal procession

52. Deposes

53. More sharply inclined

56. Cereal grains

58. Conger

59. Eternities

61. Decide

65. Beneath

67. Bullring shouts

69. Whirl

70. Actor ____ Martin

71. Bait

72. Retirement accounts (abbr.)

73. Tear to bits

74. Mild oath

75. Green Gables girl

DOWN

1. Sow's chow

2. Car for hire

3. Warning sign

4. Cure-all

5. Speed checker

6. "One Day ____ Time" (2 wds.)

7. Miniature ____

8. Liveliness

9. Pittsburgh player

10. Actor ____ Robbins

11. Embellish

12. Judged

13. Winter toys

21. Shredded

23. Real ____

26. Entreaty

28. Upper limb

29. Wound remainder
30. Choir member
31. Yard units
33. Miscalculated
35. Hi-fi
37. Fine ____
38. Song for two
39. Ampersands
42. Bread spread
45. Mimic
46. Narrowed gradually
48. Cast a ballot
49. Germany's neighbor
51. Governor Schwarzenegger
53. Author Dr. ____
54. First extra inning
55. Church official
57. Resource
60. Pronounce indistinctly
62. Shore bird
63. Not fatty
64. Other
66. First woman
68. Historic time
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Vicky
Kaushal’s

dance moves
makes wife

Katrina blush

Bakhtiyaar Irani in ‘Wagle Ki Duniya: Nayi Peedhi Naye Kissey’

S
ony SAB’ Wagle Ki
Duniya: Nayi Peedhi
Naye Kissey is one

of the most entertaining
yet thought provoking tel-
evision shows winning
the audience's hearts and
dealing with social issues.
The upcoming episode of
the show portrays a socie-
tal issue of molestation
that worries every female
in the country. Noted
actor Bakhtiyaar Irani
will make an entry as a fa-
mous fashion photogra-
pher in the upcoming
plot.

The show highlights
real-life struggles of a
common man but also
provides a positive solu-
tion and perspective to-
wards life. In the previous
episodes we saw how
Wagle family dealt with
Sakhi’s blackmailers. The
forthcoming episodes are
going to be more awaken-
ing with a very pertinent

social issue of molesta-
tion being discussed.
Bakhtiyaar Irani, who
was earlier associated
with Sony SAB has re-
turned to play a famous
fashion photographer of
an advertising firm in the
show. He will be seen im-
pressing girls with his
charm and attractive
looks. Sakhi who ends up
in the advertising firm in
a desperate situation

crosses paths with Mr
Paul. What happens next
is a life changing event
for Sakhi. It will be inter-
esting to see Bakhtiyaar
Irani bring layers of twist
to the show and what
turn of events his charac-
ter brings.

Bakhtiyaar Irani,
shared his excitement of
coming back to Sony
SAB and said, “My asso-
ciation with Sony SAB

and Hats Off Production
goes long back. And
working with Sony SAB
has been great in the past
with shows like Yes Boss
and Badi Door Se Aaye
Hain. For a major part of
my career, I have worked
with SAB, and I share a
special bond with them.
So, the question of say-
ing no to them for any
new role doesn’t arise. I
am now happy to be back
with a show that is trying
to bring a difference to
the society with its posi-
tive messaging.” Talking
about his character,
Bakhtiyaar added, “This
character is a cameo and
will be seen as a part of
an important narrative. I
will be seen playing a fa-
mous fashion photogra-
pher, who attracts every-
one with his good looks,
attractive personality,
and his charm. For the
first time I am doing a

character with a grey
shade, something that is
a bit challenging for me
as I am the opposite of
that. Working with Sony
SAB and Hats Off has al-
ways involved doing
light-hearted roles. But
now as the channel has
changed its proposition
with some realistic
shows, it will be interest-
ing to see different
flavours. For this charac-
ter, I had to get into its el-
ement. I put in conscious
efforts to get into the
skin of it and stay like
that till all rehearsals
and shots were over. So, it
will be exciting to see the
different shades of his
character. Stay tuned to,
Wagle Ki Duniya, only on
Sony SAB.”

Keep watching Wagle
Ki Duniya: Nayi Peedhi
Naye Kissey only on
Sony SAB, every Monday
to Saturday at 9.00 PM.

A
ctor Ajay Devgn
and filmmaker
Rohit Shetty have

started prepping for the
the third installment of
the "Singham" franchise.

Ajay took to his
Instagram and made an
announcement. He also
shared a photo of him
and Rohit.

"Made a good start to
the New Year with @it-
srohitshetty's narration
of Singham Again. The
script I heard is fire. God
willing this will be our
11th blockbuster", read
the caption.

The director comment-
ed on Ajay's post, "Ab tak
Imaandaari aur Mehnat
ke saath kaam kiya hai...
is baar andar Aag bhi
hai". During the promo-
tions of his latest directo-

rial "Cirkus", Rohit had
announced that actress
Deepika Padukone will
also have a part in the se-
quel. He confirmed that
she will be taking the bad
guys down in a cop
avatar. "Singham" first
released in 2011. It serves
as first installment of
Rohit's 'Cop Universe'. A
remake of the 2010 Tamil
film of the same title by
Hari, the film stars Ajay
in the lead role as a police
officer named Bajirao
Singham alongside Kajal
Aggarwal and Prakash
Raj who reprises his role
as in original.

Following the film's
success, the actor-direc-
tor duo collaborated for
sequel "Singham
Returns", which hit the
screens in 2014.

Ajay Devgn, Rohit Shetty
‘make good start’ for

‘Singham Again’

S
ony Entertainment
Television's latest
show, Kathaa

Ankahee, is the Hindi re-
make of the superhit
Turkish drama ‘1001
Nights’ (Binbir Gece).
This heartwarming story
shows how love can
bloom even in the darkest
of times. The story re-
volves around an unfor-
gettable scar that sepa-
rates Kathaa (Aditi Dev
Sharma) and Viaan
(Adnan Khan) but keeps
them bound. Viewers
have seen how Kathaa, a
single mother, is racing
against time to raise 1
crore in one week for her
son Aarav's surgery in
the current track. After
exhausting all other pos-
sibilities, she will come to
the realization that it is
impossible to arrange the
sizeable sum for which

she asks her boss, Viaan,
who makes an inappro-
priate offer in exchange
for the money. And, Katha
choosing her son’s life
over her self-respect goes
to the extent to spend a
night with Viaan just to
arrange the money for
her son. While Aarav’s

(Ajinkya Mishra) condi-
tion worsens, an angel in
disguise, Neerja comes in
to become his donor.
Essaying the character of
Neerja, popular actress
Priti Amin will be seen
portraying the role of
Aarav’s donor in Kathaa
Ankahee.

Acing numerous char-
acters across languages,
Priti Amin makes her
come back on Television
as Neerja after a break of
almost 9 years. The char-
acter of Neerja who has a
significant role to play in
Kathaa’s life is a widowed
mother with two sons
who are living abroad.
She will keekeepasting
about her relationship
with kids how she is loved
and that there is no sad-
ness in her life. With her
happy go lucky nature,
there is never a dull mo-

ment when she is around
and brings a smile on
everybody’s faces. But
what truth lies behind
Neerja’s smile will be an
interesting revelation
that will unfold as the
story moves forward.

Elated to join the show,
actor Priti Amin talks
about her character
Neerja and shares, “My
character Neerja is an
ever-happy woman who
makes it seem like every-
thing is perfect in her life
with two well-settled sons
fighting over to keep her
with them. In reality, she
is an abandoned single
lady who stays in a
widow’s ashram and pre-
tends everything is fine." 

Tune into Kathaa
Ankahee every Mon-Fri
at 8:30 pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television!

Priti Amin makes a TV comeback as Neerja

'T
hunivu', the much-anticipated
Pongal release of the Tamil su-
perstar Ajith Kumar, will hit the

screens across the globe on January 11.
The Pongal release is slated to be the

first blockbuster movie of 2023 from the
Tamil cinema industry.

The movie has Malayalam 'Lady
Superstar' Manju Warrier playing a
major role as the crime partner of
Ajith's character. The duo has done
some high-voltage action scenes in the
movie.

The makers of the movie have not re-
leased details of the character played by
Ajith Kumar. They have released a
poster in which Ajith's character is seen
standing with a gun in between curren-
cy notes.

The movie directed by H. Vinoth also
has Tamil character actor Samudrakani
playing the role of a police officer,
Dayalan. The posters of 'Thunivu' seem
to depict that Ajith Kumar is likely to be
confronted by Samudrakani's Dayalan.

The Tamil character actor G.M.
Sundar is playing the role of
Muthazhagan, a pivotal role in the
movie.

John Kokken, who usually plays the
villain in Tamil movies, is once again
appearing as a baddie in the movie. His
character Krish is a businessman with
shades of grey.

Director H. Vinoth and Ajith Kumar
are collaborating for the third time for a
movie. They have had successive movies
in 'Neerkonda Paarvai' and 'Valimai'.

There were rumours that the movie
was based on a major bank heist that

took place in the country, but all that H.
Vinoth is prepared to say is that it is an
entertainer.

The movie's music is by Ghibran.
Nirav Shah wields the camera, Vijay
Velukutty is the film's editor and Milan
the art direction.

Ajit Kumar ‘Thunivu’ is the first 
blockbuster slated for a 2023 release

I
t's the official party
season across the
world and all eyes are

on the new party number
on the block. Starring Yo
Yo Honey Singh along
with the sensational
Mouni Roy, the song is
called ‘Gatividhi’ which
launched on 24 December
2022.

“After the success of
Jaam, Namoh Studios’
?rst single, I was very ex-
cited to collaborate with
them once again. Like the
name suggests, Gatividhi
is going to be a hep party
song and Mouni Roy’s
charm in the video has
lifted the song to the next
level. The video is killer
and I can’t wait for the
people to see and listen to
Gatividhi,” says Yo! Yo!
Honey Singh.

Mouni Roy said, "It is
the perfect song for this
time of the year. What
better way to celebrate
the year ending with a

Badass song. It was a per-
fect collaboration with

Yo! Yo! and Namoh
Studios."

‘Gatividhi’  to take the
music industry by storm!

Malayalam star Prithviraj
Sukumaran will team up

with actor-director Basil
Joseph for the upcoming
movie, Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil.
The movie is being directed
by Vipin Das, fresh out of the
success of the blockbuster
Malayalam movie, 'Jaya Jaya
Jaya Jaya Hey', where Basil
Joseph plays the male lead.
The script of the upcoming
movie is by Deepu Pradeep,
whose earlier movie
'Kunjiramayanam', helmed by
Vineeth Sreenivasan, was a
Malayalam super hit.
Taking to social media,
Prithviraj said 'Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil' is a full-time
comedy and that he was

looking forward to sharing
screen space with Basil
Joseph, who is one of the ris-
ing stars of the Malayalam
industry.
The actor said: "Welcome you
all for a smile-filled 2023.
This is a story that makes me
smile every time I think of
this since the past year when
I heard it for the first time."
Prithviraj added: "Teaming up
with the multi-talented Basil
Joseph, directed by Vipin Das
after the blockbuster 'Jaya
Jaya Jaya Jaya Hey', written
by Deepu Pradeep after
'Kunjiramayanam', and join-
ing hands with my long-time
associates E4 Entertainment,
presenting 'Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil'.

Prithviraj to team up with
Basil Joseph for new movie
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Karachi, Jan 03 (AP):

Matt Henry and Ajaz
Patel's last-wicket century
stand helped New Zealand
take control of the second
Test against jittery
Pakistan on Tuesday.

Henry made a career-
best unbeaten 68 off 81
balls while Patel also
notched his Test-best of 35
as they added 104 for the
10th wicket and propelled
New Zealand to 449 on Day
2.

Both Henry and Patel
then struck early blows
and captain Babar Azam
was run out in a bizarre
mix-up with Imam-ul-Haq
in the final session before
Pakistan struggled to
reach 154-3 at stumps.

Imam was unbeaten on
74 and Saud Shakeel, who
took nearly an hour before
getting his first run off his
42nd ball and also sur-
vived a dropped catch, was
not out on 13.

Fast bowler Henry, play-
ing his first test since last
June, induced a top-edge of
Abdullah Shafique's (19)
mistimed pull shot and
Patel got rid of Shan
Masood (20) to leave
Pakistan in trouble at 62-2
going into the final ses-
sion.

Imam reached his fifty
with a straight six over the
head of offspinner
Michael Bracewell in the
last session, but New
Zealand still managed to
slow down Pakistan's

progress and leads by 295
runs. Earlier, Abrar
Ahmed (4-149) struck
twice and Naseem Shah (3-
71) clean bowled Ish Sodhi
at his overnight score of
11 to curtail New Zealand
at 345-9 after it resumed on
309-6. But Henry and Patel

stretched New Zealand in
a dominating aggressive
century-stand against
both pace and spin.

Henry and Ajaz defied
Pakistan for 1 1/2 hours as
Pakistan couldn't wrap up
New Zealand's innings de-
spite using all five of its

bowling options against
the last-wicket pair which
took the visitors to 433-9 by
lunch. Abrar finally ended
Pakistan's frustration
when he had Patel caught
of a mistimed sweep soon
after lunch. Earlier,
Blundell, 30 overnight,
went on to complete his
fifty off 103 balls with six
fours before he was clean
bowled for 51 by Abrar off
a delivery that spun away
from the righthander and
also kept a bit low.

Tim Southee (10) suc-
cessfully overturned an
lbw ruling against Hasan
Ali but got stumped by
Abrar before Patel hung in
with Henry, who replaced
Neil Wagner in the only
change New Zealand has
made from the team that
drew the first Test.

Hasan couldn't get a suc-
cess in his comeback to test
cricket since last July as he
bowled 21 wicketless overs
for 72 runs. Henry showed
a lot of aggression against
the pace, lifting Hasan
and Naseem for big sixes
over mid-wicket and
smashing eight bound-
aries. Naseem went for an
unsuccessful lbw TV re-
ferral when Henry was on
27 before Henry latched
onto any loose delivery
with perfection. Patel was
equally good against the
spinners, hitting four
boundaries as both
showed plenty of determi-
nation before New Zealand
finally got bowled out.

Pakistan trails by 295
in 2nd Test against NZ

New Zealand's Matt Henry plays a shot during the second day of
the second cricket Test match between Pakistan and New Zealand
at the National Stadium in Karachi on January 3.

Adelaide, Jan 03 (AP):

Novak Djokovic main-
tained his winning streak
in singles matches in
Australia, beating
Constant Lestienne of
France 6-3, 6-2 Tuesday in
the first round of the
Adelaide International. It
was the top-seeded
Djokovic's 30th straight
singles victory on
Australian soil in a streak
that goes back to 2018.

It was Djokovic's first
singles match of the sea-
son after losing in doubles
the previous day, and the
win keeps him on course
for a possible semifinal
matchup in Adelaide
against seventh-ranked
Daniil Medvedev, who ear-
lier beat Lorenzo Sonego
of Italy 7-6 (6), 2-1 when
Sonego was forced to re-
tire with a right arm in-

jury. Djokovic, whose last
loss in Australia was in
the fourth round of the
2018 Australian Open, will
face either Jordan
Thompson of Australia or
Quentin Halys of France
for a place in the quarterfi-
nals. He was again warm-
ly received by the crowd in
Adelaide, where he won
this tournament at the age
of 19. Djokovic is playing
in Australia for the first
time since 2021, having
missed last year's
Australian Open when he
was deported because his
unvaccinated status
breached the country's
vaccination requirement
for in-bound travelers. His
ranking has dropped to
No. 5 after also being
forced to miss other tour-
naments, including the
U.S. Open, last year.

"What you focus on, you

become. If I focus on the
negatives, that's what I'll
attract, so I don't want to
do that. I don't hold a
grudge," Djokovic said
when asked about his re-
turn to Australia. "I am
here to play tennis, to
enjoy sports and spread
good energy. To see the
packed house for my first
match was definitely a
very pleasant surprise,
and lots of support, lots of
love." Djokovic's arrival in
Australia was much
smoother this time around
compared with last year.
"Well, I kind of was joking
around with my team hop-
ing that I can enter
Australia this time, and
that's what happened," he
said.

"It was really, I would
say, normal. As with any
other year coming into
Australia except the last
year, easy through the
passport control, landed
well." Earlier, Medvedev
saved nine set points be-
fore taking the first set in a
tiebreaker against the
45th-ranked Sonego. "I did-
n't know it was nine (set
points)," Medvedev said.

"That's actually crazy.
Probably, maybe the first
time in my life I've saved
nine set points. "What a
match to start the year," he
added.

Sonego was playing
Medvedev for the first
time and often seemed to
have the upper hand in the
first set. He had six set
points on Medvedev's
serve at 5-4 but Medvedev
was able to rely on his big
serve when he had to, sav-
ing all six.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

Indian table tennis star Manika

Batra on Tuesday gained three

places to reach a career-high

35 in the ITTF world rankings.

The 27-year-old had produced

a special performance to win

India's first ever medal at the

Asian Cup in November. She

had stunned world number five

Hina Hayata of Japan and

world number seven Chen

Xingtong of China on way to

securing a historic bronze in

Bangkok. That effort fetched

her 175 points in the rankings,

contributing to her rise. She

had also reached the semifi-

nals of two WTT Contender

events in Hungary and

Slovenia. "The Asian Cup per-

formance was surely among

my best alongside the run at

the 2018 Commonwealth

Games. I enjoyed my game and

was very confident," Manika

told PTI. The Asian Cup medal

came after she returned home

empty handed from the 2022

Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham. Four years earlier

in Gold Coast, she had pocket-

ed four medals, including two

gold in an unprecedented run.

She will be in action later this

week at the Asian qualification

event in Doha for the World

Championships. She will also

be in Doha for the WTT

Contender later this month

before featuring in the WTT

Star Contender in Goa next

month. 

Djokovic beats Lestienne
for winning start to 2023

Manika Batra
reaches career
high 35 in world

rankings

Sydney, Jan 03 (PTI):

South Africa captain
Dean Elgar says pride and
the opportunity to still
qualify for the ICC World
Test Championship (WTC)
final will be two major driv-
ing factors as they aim to
bounce back from a crush-
ing series loss in the third
and last Test against
Australia beginning here
on Wednesday.

The clash at the SCG is a
dead rubber as the hosts
won the first two matches
of the series in Brisbane
and Melbourne.

All that the South
Africans can now hope for
is a consolation victory, al-
though a win will also keep
them alive in the hunt for a
place in that WTC decider
later this year. Elgar and Co
are presently placed fourth
behind the Australians,
India and Sri Lanka, with a
win in Sydney for the home
side guaranteeing a place
in the final. "There's plenty
to play for," the Proteas

skipper told the media
ahead of the game.

"We're playing for pride,
we're playing for a potential
place to the WTC final. So
we've also got a lot to play
for. "That's a massive incen-
tive for us and for me you
play every Test match like
it's your last and hopefully
we can put on a better spec-
tacle this time. We always
want to play good Test

cricket and be a thorn in
the side of the opposition
and we'll be aiming to so
better again this time."

South Africa have been
disappointing with the bat
throughout the series, espe-
cially the top order. Barring
some exceptions like Kyle
Verreynne and Temba
Bavuma, Elgar believes the
batters need to do far better
in this game. Theunis de

Bruyn will miss the match
due to paternity leave,
meaning there will be at
least one change to the line-
up. "You can't hide in Test
cricket and the top five we
obviously need to find a
way to deal with and negate
the demands of batting dis-
cipline in Test cricket,"
Elgar explained.

"I think Kyle's been bril-
liant for us at six and mov-
ing him around I don't
think is going to help us or
help him at all and I don't
think it's fair.

"I think our only batting
options are with those two
(Rassie van der Dussen and
Heinrich Klaasen) by
squad composition.

"Rassie has quite a bit of
experience at Test level and
he can bring a lot to the role
and then you look at a guy
like Heinrich, who's im-
mensely talented and
maybe he's deserving of a
chance now, an extended
chance as well. We'll make
those decisions this after-
noon," he said.

Still plenty to play for, says Elgar ahead of Sydney Test
Rajkot, Jan 03 (PTI):

Jaydev Unadkat, fresh
from his fine bowling per-
formance in the second
Test against Bangladesh at
Mirpur, returned to the
Ranji grind and made a
smashing impact, grab-
bing a hat-trick in the first
over to leave Group B ri-
vals Delhi in a disarray on
Tuesday.

Delhi, who lost 7 wickets
for just 10 runs, didn't face
ignominy of lowest first-
class score of 6 by a team
called 'The B's' against
England in an official
match held in 1810.

Courtesy young Hrithik
Shokeen (68), they finally
managed 133 before
Saurashtra scored 184 in
just 46 overs as the visitors
decided to play with two
specialist bowlers.

Unadkat took wickets
off the third, fourth and
fifth deliveries to achieve
the distinction of becom-
ing the only player to take

a first-over hat-trick in
Ranji Trophy's 88-year-old
history.

The previous quickest
Ranji hat-trick, a split one,
is in the name of
Karnataka's Vinay Kumar
who achieved the feat over
two overs -- first and third.

Unadkat's hat-trick vic-
tims included opener
Dhruv Shorey, Vaibhav
Rawal and young Delhi
captain Yash Dhull, all of
whom departed for duck.

Sources close to the
Delhi team management
in fact were wondering as
to why on a pitch that had
moisture, a rookie like
Ayush Badoni was sent to
open on his debut.

Badoni, Rawal and even
Dhull don't have the
wherewithal to face
Unadkat on a lightly damp
wicket and they had no
clue which one was leav-
ing them, which one came
back in and the trademark
one which skids straight
after pitching.

Auckland, Jan 03 (AP):

Former U.S. Open
champion Emma
Raducanu overcame wind
and rain in a match
which stretched over al-
most four hours to beat
Linda Fruhvirtova 4-6, 6-
4, 6-2 Tuesday in her first
singles match of 2023 at
the ASB Classic.

The match twice was
interrupted by rain and
the second delay in the de-
ciding set forced the play-
ers from the court for al-
most an hour.

Raducanu returned to
take charge of the match,
immediately breaking the
17-year-old Fruhvirtova
for a 2-0 lead and going on
to serve for the match at 5-
0. Fruhvirtova broke
back for 5-1, then saved
four match points on
serve in a tenacious at-
tempt to keep the match
alive. Raducanu fell be-
hind 0-30 in her next serv-

ice game but recovered
with a series of big serves
and finally took out the
match in just under 2 1-2
hours of court time, not
counting delays.

"I think it's like four
hours later. Honestly, I
don't know what time it is
anymore," Raducanu

said. "What a battle.
Linda is such a great
young player and it was a
different dynamic for me
because usually I'm the
younger one. Going into
this match she is and
she's going to be up there
for sure, she already is."

Raducanu, who is 20,

was playing her first com-
petitive match in 2 1-2
months and had to fight
hard against the Czech
teenager who won a tight
first set in 53 minutes.

The first and shorter
rain delay came at 4-4 in
the first set. Fruhvirtova
took an early 2-0 lead in
the second set but
Raducanu broke back for
2-2 and went on to take the
set in 46 minutes.

The second rain break
came with Raducanu
leading 1-0 in the third
set. She won the next four
games and eventually the
match with a marked lift
in aggression. While her
serve was strong, her re-
turn of serve was deci-
sive and she won 65% of
points of Fruhvirtova's
second serve. Raducanu's
second-round opponent
will be Slovakia qualifier
Viktoria Kuzmova, who
upset fourth-seeded
Bernarda Pera 6-4, 6-4.

Raducanu beats weather to
win first singles match of 2023

Unadkat makes history by taking
first-over Ranji hat-trick vs Delhi

Sydney, Jan 03 (PTI):

The Sydney pitch has a
"huge connection" to the
Indian conditions, said
Australia skipper Pat
Cummins ahead of the
third Test against South
Africa, hoping it will pro-
vide his side ideal prepara-
tion for their upcoming
red-ball series in India.

Australia are leading
the three-Test series
against South Africa 2-0
and a win at SCG will all
but seal their final spot at
the World Test
Championships Final to
be held at the Oval in June.

Australia have typically
struggled in subcontinent
conditions and a dry, spin-
ning surface is expected at
the SCG, keeping in mind
the upcoming tour of
India in February.

"It's a huge connection
to India," Cummins told
reporters on Tuesday.

"Fast bowling and re-
verse swing is going to
come into it, which we can

expect in India. Probably
get more spin overs here,
our batters are probably
going to face more spin
here as well, so it's a really
good connection.

"Even personally, cap-
taining here might be a lit-
tle different to the last few
Test matches," he added.

Australia currently are
sitting pretty atop the
WTC points table with 10
wins from 14 Tests. In
their last series before the
final, Cummins and Co.
will face India, who are
second with eight wins.

Australia are eyeing a

WTC final in June before
taking on arch-rivals
England in the five-Test
Ashes campaign.

"It's been a big driver for
us over the last couple of
years. I think playing in
London (in) a final against
India, say, at a neutral
venue, that's really excit-
ing."

Australia had missed
out on the WTC final spot
in the inaugural edition to
New Zealand after being
docked four points by the
ICC for being two overs be-
hind in the 2020 Boxing
Day Test. "It was still a

new concept so even
things like overs rates it
wasn't really spoken about
as importantly as perhaps
what we think about it
now," said the Australian
pace spearhead.

"I think we got down to
nine minutes down at one
stage (in a recent Test) so
we just made sure we had
Travis Head or 'Smithy'
(Steve Smith, two part-
time spin bowlers) as an
option and we got back ba-
sically within a couple of
overs.

"Having just missed out
on the World Test
Championship final last
cycle, that was always
going to be a big goal. I
think we've been playing
fantastically, we've put
ourselves in that position
to earn that spot early
which is a huge driver for
us. "It's always exciting
going to England and play-
ing an Ashes series, but
adding in a World Test
Championship final is
huge."

SCG pitch has ‘huge connection’
to India, says Cummins

Mumbai, Jan 03 (PTI):

Star pacer Jasprit
Bumrah was on Tuesday
added to India's ODI squad
for the three games against
Sri Lanka after National
Cricket Academy declared
him fit for home series be-
ginning January 10.
Bumrah last played for
India in September and had

also missed the T20 World
Cup in Australia due to a
back injury. "The All-India
Senior Selection Committee
has included pacer Jasprit
Bumrah in India's ODI
squad for the upcoming
Mastercard 3-match ODI se-
ries against Sri Lanka.

"The pacer has under-
gone rehabilitation and has
been declared fit by the
National Cricket Academy
(NCA). He will be joining
the Team India ODI squad
soon," said the BCCI in a
statement. The first ODI
will be played in Guwahati
on January 10, second in
Kolkata on January 12 and
third in Trivandrum on
January 15.

With the focus on 50-over
cricket in an ODI World Cup
year, it is unlikely that
Bumrah will feature in the
shortest format till the ICC
event at home in October-
November.

Bumrah added to India’s
ODI squad for SL series

after NCA fitness clearance

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

Celebrated filmmaker
Muzaffar Ali will show-
case his lesser-known
artistic side outside of cin-
ema at an upcoming exhi-
bition, featuring the direc-
tor’s paintings, collages,
sketches and designed ob-
jects.

The ‘Muzaffar Ali’ exhi-
bition at Bikaner House
here from January 11 will
shed light on a variety of
media that have kept the
director and fashion de-
signer busy beyond the
world of movies.

Curated by scholar-au-
thor Uma Nair, the pio-
neering show by Masha
Art will feature a compre-
hensive body of Ali’s
works in the past four
decades.

The show will also fea-
ture some large-scale
paintings that Ali con-
ceived and completed dur-
ing the Covid-19 lockdown.

“My relationship with
sketch-pen and brush,
crayon and acrylic and oil
is both organic and scien-
tific.
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A medic collects a sample for the COVID-19 test at a public health centre, in
Bengaluru, Tuesday.

COVID-19 TEST

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju with BJP MP Sushil Modi and Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama during the foundation
stone laying ceremony of ‘Dalai Lama Centre for Tibetan and Indian Ancient Wisdom’, in Bodh Gaya, Tuesday. 
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Kozhikode (Kerala), Jan
03 (PTI): Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Tuesday said art is be-
yond any religion or caste
and everyone should enjoy
it without any discrimina-
tion or differences.

Vijayan said this after
inaugurating the 61st
Kerala School Arts
Festival, which is dubbed
as Asia’s biggest school-re-
lated cultural event.

In his speech at the
event, the Chief Minister
said the festival should be
a stage for enjoying and
encouraging the diverse
art forms in the state and
the country, irrespective of
their religious or caste
background. “This festival
is a stage for participants
to show their talents and
entertain each other and
those present in the audi-
ence, irrespective of their
religion or caste. Art is be-

yond any religion or caste.
“Therefore, that is how the
festival should be enjoyed
and seen by everyone in
order to ensure unity in
the state. Then only, we
can ensure that Kerala
continues to be a centre of
peace, happiness and secu-
larism,” Vijayan said. To

the over 14,000 partici-
pants, the Chief Minister
said everyone cannot win
and therefore the focus
should be on participating
in the event.

“Participation in itself
is a major achievement
and this mindset should be
inculcated in the students

and parents too should
adopt it,” he added.

Vijayan also said that
the government was duty-
bound to ensure social se-
curity of children and a
major step in that direc-
tion was the massive
statewide anti-drug cam-
paign launched by his ad-
ministration.

The Chief Minister, in
his speech, further said
that the festival — which
began in 1957 and is con-
sidered as Asia’s biggest
school arts festival —
could not be held in the
last two years due to the
covid-19 pandemic which
played spoilsport for many
such cultural gatherings.

The pandemic also
caused psychological prob-
lems among children as
they were confined in-
doors and could not get to-
gether with their peers,
Vijayan said.

‘Art is beyond religion or caste’

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurates the 61st
Kerala School Kalolsavam, in Kozhikode, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday dedicated to the
nation 28 infrastructure
projects including
bridges and roads in
strategically-key areas of
Ladakh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and
Jammu and Kashmir
among others to boost
military preparedness
and spur socio-economic
growth.

The defence minister
unveiled the projects,
built at a cost of Rs 724
crore, at a function held
at the Siyom bridge on
the Along-Yinkiong road
in Arunachal Pradesh, in
his first visit to the bor-
der state that came three-
and-a-half weeks after an
attempt of transgression
by the Chinese troops in
the Tawang sector of the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC).

The projects comprised
22 bridges including the
Siyom bridge, three roads
and three other projects.
Eight of these projects
are in Ladakh, five in
Arunachal Pradesh, four
in Jammu and Kashmir,
three each in Sikkim,
Punjab and Uttarakhand
and two in Rajasthan, ac-
cording to the defence
ministry.

In his address, Singh
also made an indirect ref-
erence to the Chinese
PLA’s attempts of trans-
gressions along the LAC.

“Recently, our forces ef-
fectively countered the
adversary in the
Northern sector and dealt
with the situation with
bravery and promptness.
This was made possible
due to adequate infra-
structural development
in the region,” he said.
“This motivates us even
more for the progress of
far-flung areas,” he said.

Rajnath dedicates 28 infra projects from Arunachal 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Arunachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Pema Khandu during the inaugural
ceremony of Siyom Bridge in Arunachal Pradesh and 27
other projects, Tuesday.

Kasaragod (Ker), Dec 03
(PTI): When she migrated
to the US years ago with
her parents after discon-
tinuing studies in a village
school in Kerala, Juli A
Mathew never wanted to
be a lawyer or judge.

Some legal issues,
which her father had faced
in his business years ago,
had sowed in her mind the
first seeds of thought
about the need to study
law.

Mathew later served as
an advocate for 15 long
years in the US and creat-
ed history by becoming
the first Indian-American
woman to be elected to a
judge’s bench there four
years ago shattering the
glass ceiling and defying
odds. After taking oath as
a Fort Bend County Judge
in Texas in the US for the
second consecutive time,
she now feels that this is
the best job she ever had
and she likes this profes-
sion the most. A native of
Thiruvalla in
Pathanamthitta district,
Mathew took oath as a

judge of the county court
in Texas from her hus-
band’s village house in
this northernmost Kerala
district via video confer-
encing on Monday.

“It was my wish to
swear-in from my hus-
band’s house this time.
Otherwise my in-laws
could not have been able to
partake in the ceremony. I
am so happy that they and
other family members
could witness the oath-tak-
ing,” she told PTI on
Tuesday.

Mathew said when she
became the judge for the
first time four years ago,
her parents were there to
witness the ceremony and
bless her. “It was such a
beautiful memory,” the
woman, in her mid-forties,
said. She also recalled how
her parents once tried to
discourage her from pur-
suing legal studies as it
was a “stressful” field.

This time, her parents
and elder daughter could
not take part in the cere-
mony as they were away in
the US.

‘She never wished to be a judge,
but this Indian-American woman
now cherishes the job the most’

Indian-American Juli A Mathew takes oath as a Fort Bend
County Judge in Texas via video conferencing.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  0033  ((PPTTII))  :: The
National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has
not taken any stand on the new
forest conservation rules and a
dialogue with the Union
Environment Ministry on the
matter will continue, its
Chairman Harsh Chouhan said
on Tuesday. 

“The commission is a consti-
tutional body having the powers
of a civil court. We are not a
political entity and have taken
any stand (on the new forest
conservation rules). The NCST’s
objective is to evaluate policies
and inform the government
about any violations of tribal
rights through the President,”
Chouhan told PTI. The commis-
sion had written to the
Environment ministry last
September, saying the Forest
Conservation Rules, 2022,
would have “serious” impacts
on the rights of Scheduled

Tribes and other traditional for-
est dwellers (OTFDs). The NCST
had rued that the ministry did
not consult it on such an impor-
tant amendment and asked
Environment Minister
Bhupender Yadav to keep the
rules in abeyance. Reports on
Tuesday quoted Chouhan as
saying that the NCST’s position
on the matter “will be the
same”. The Forest Rights Act
(FRA) grants substantial access

and management rights over
forest land and forests to STs
and OTFDs traditionally residing
in those areas. Any diversion of
such forest land for non-forest
purposes requires the consent
of the rights-holders. To ensure
this, FRA compliance in forest
conservation processes
requires recognition of rights in
the proposed forest to be
diverted, titles issued, details of
the proposal and impacts on STs
and OTFDs placed in front of
gram sabhas and their free
prior informed consent sought
before sending the proposal for
Stage I clearance. 

“The current rules have done
away with the requirement of
seeking consent all together
and have left the process of
recognition of rights to be car-
ried out after stage I clearance
or even Stage II clearance,”
Chouhan had said in his letter to
the Environment ministry.

‘Have not taken any stand on
new forest conservation rules’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The national executive of
the BJP will meet here for two
days on January 16-17 and is
likely to endorse an extension
in its national president J P
Nadda’s tenure, according to
party sources on Tuesday. The
key organisational body of the
party will deliberate on its
strategy for the upcoming state
assembly elections and take
stock of its preparations for the
2024 Lok Sabha polls as well,
sources said. There is a strong
possibility that Nadda, whose
three-year term as the party
president ends later this
month, may get the extension
as party chief in view of the
coming elections, the party
sources said. The deliberation
on countrywide programmes
planned by the government to
mark India’s presidency of G-20
is likely to be one of the high-

lights of the meeting, with the
BJP set to laud Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s efforts in this
regard and prepare a road map
to involve its cadres in the exer-
cise, sources said. The party’s
performance in recently held
assembly polls and the func-
tioning of the BJP’s government
at the Centre could also come
up for discussion in the meet-
ing, they added. Postponement
of the organisational polls in
view of the assembly elections
and the all-important Lok
Sabha polls in 2024, may also
come up for discussion at the
meeting. According to sources,
the process of internal polls in
the party may begin after the
Lok Sabha polls are over in
April-May 2024. Nadda’s prede-
cessor and Home Minister Amit
Shah had also got an extension
to spearhead the party’s prepa-
ration for the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls.

BJP national executive
meeting in Delhi 

On Jan 16-17

New Delhi, Jan 03 (PTI):

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought a re-
sponse from the CBI to the
bail plea of former
Congress councillor
Balwan Khokhar, sen-
tenced to life imprison-
ment in a 1984 anti-Sikh
riots case, on several
grounds including having
already served almost
nine years in jail.

Besides Khokhar, for-
mer Congress MP Sajjan
Kumar and ex-MLA
Mahender Yadav are serv-
ing life imprisonment and
10-year jail term respec-
tively in the same case.

A bench comprising
Justices S K Kaul and
Abhay S Oka took note of
the submission that

Khokhar has undergone
eight years and 10 months
of imprisonment so far in
the case besides being 50
per cent handicapped.

“Issue notice. List after
four weeks,” the bench
said and asked the CBI to
file its response in the
meantime.

Earlier in May 2020, the
apex court had denied in-
terim bail or parole on
health grounds to former
Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar.

Sajjan Kumar and
Balwan Khokhar are
lodged in Tihar jail after
the Delhi High Court con-
victed them on December
17, 2018 in the case.

Khokhar’s life sentence
was upheld by the Delhi
High Court in 2018, while

it had overturned the ac-
quittal of Kumar by the
trial court in 2013 in the
case related to the killing
of five Sikhs in Raj Nagar
Part-I in Palam Colony in
southwest Delhi on
November 1-2, 1984 and
burning down of a gurd-
wara in Raj Nagar Part-II.

The anti-Sikh riots had
broken out after the assas-
sination of then prime
minister Indira Gandhi on
October 31, 1984 by her
two Sikh bodyguards.

The high court had also
upheld the conviction and
varying sentences award-
ed by the trial court to re-
tired naval officer Captain
Bhagmal, Girdhari Lal
and former MLAs
Mahender Yadav and
Kishan Khokhar.

SC seeks CBI response on
bail plea of ex-councillor 

Serving life term in 1984 anti-Sikh riots case

Muzaffar Ali to exhibit
non-cinema artistic works
 At upcoming show

Armed Pak
intruder shot
dead by BSF

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  JJaann  0033  ((PPTTII)):: An
armed Pakistani intruder was
shot dead by the Border
Security Force (BSF) along the
India-Pakistan international
border in Punjab on Tuesday
morning, officials said.

The infiltration bid was
detected in Gurdaspur’s Ajnala
sector around 8 am and the
troops subsequently recovered
the body of a man along with a
weapon there.

“At about 0830 hours, BSF
troops of border post Channa
in Gurdaspur sector observed
suspected movement of an
armed Pak intruder ahead of
the fence.

“The suspected intruder was
challenged and neutralised by
the troops,” a BSF spokesper-
son said. “A gun was found
near the body of the Pakistani
miscreant and an extensive
search of the area is in
progress,” the spokesperson
said.

Harsh Chouhan


