
Flight grounded 
CCooiimmbbaattoorree::  The take-off
of a Sharjah-bound Air
Arabia flight from the
international airport here
was aborted after the air-
craft was hit by two
eagles on Monday, airport
sources said. The flight
carrying 164 passengers
was starting on the run-
way for take-off at 7 AM,
when the eagles hit the
engine on the left side,
resulting in stoppage of
the flight, airport sources
said. After all the passen-
gers were disembarked,
technicians checked the
damage caused by the
birds, one of which died
after hitting the blade,
the sources added.

Four killed
JJaasshhppuurr:: Four persons of a
family were killed and six
others were injured after
their car rammed into a
tree in Jashpur district in
Chhattisgarh, a police
official said on Monday.
The accident took place
on Sunday, the first day
of the new year, when
they were coming back
from a picnic at Gutta
waterfall under
Narayanpur police station
limits, he said.
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BRIEF

Police personnel shows his
skills with a trained dog 
during the Maharashtra

Police Raising Day parade, at
SRPF Ground, Goregaon, in

Mumbai, Monday.
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Sukoon ki neend, machharon ke bin.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):

More than six years
after the Centre’s decision
to demonetise the Rs 1,000
and Rs 500 denomination
notes, the Supreme Court
in a 4:1 majority verdict on
Monday upheld the 2016
move, saying the decision-
making process was not
flawed merely because the
procedure emanated from
the government.

Ruling that the decision
to scrap the high-value cur-
rency notes does not suffer
from any legal or constitu-
tional flaw, the top court
said there was consultation
between the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and the
Union government for a pe-
riod of six months.
Observing that the deci-
sion being the executive’s
economic policy cannot be
reversed, a five-judge
Constitution bench headed
by Justice S A Nazeer said

there has to be great re-
straint in matters of eco-
nomic policy and the court
cannot supplant the wis-
dom of the executive by a
judicial review of its deci-
sion. The bench, also com-
prising justices B R Gavai,
A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said
the notification dated
November 8, 2016, which
announced the decision to
scrap the high-value cur-
rency notes, cannot be said
to be unreasonable and
struck down on the ground
of decision-making

process. It added that the
decision had a reasonable
nexus with its objectives,
such as eradicating black
money, terror funding etc.,
and it is not relevant
whether those objectives
were achieved or not.

The apex court said the
52-day window provided
for the exchange of the de-
monetised notes with legal
tenders was not unreason-
able and it cannot be ex-
tended now. “There was
consultation between the
Centre and the Reserve
Bank of India for a period

of six months. We hold that
there was a reasonable
nexus to bring such a
measure, and we hold that
demonetisation was not hit
by the doctrine of propor-
tionality,” the bench said.
“The power available to the
Centre under section 26(2)
of the RBI Act cannot be
restricted to mean that it
can be exercised only for
some series of notes and
not for all series of notes.
Merely because on two ear-
lier occasions the demon-
etisation exercise was by
plenary legislation, it can-

not be held that such power
would not be available to
the central government,”
Justice Gavai, who read the
majority judgment, said.

The bench said section
26(2) does not provide for
excessive legislation in as
much as there is an in-built
safeguard that such a
power has to be exercised
on the recommendation of
the RBI’s central board and
that it is not liable to be
struck down.

“The notification does
not suffer from any flaws in
the decision-making
process. The notification
satisfies the test of propor-
tionality and as such can-
not be struck down.

The period provided by
the impugned notification
cannot be said to be unrea-
sonable. The RBI does not
possess independent power
to accept the demonetised
notes beyond the specified
period.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):

A negative Covid report
is a must for passengers
transiting through China,
Hong Kong, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Thailand, irrespective of
their originating coun-
tries, before landing at any
Indian airport, the Union
Health Ministry said
Monday.

In a letter to states on
Monday, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said that in the context of
the evolving trajectory of
COVID-19 cases in some
countries, especially
China, Singapore, Hong
Kong, the Republic of
Korea, Thailand and
Japan, the guidelines were
revised and came into ef-
fect from January 1.

A negative Covid report
from the RT-PCR test is a
must for passengers arriv-
ing in India from China,
Hong Kong, Japan, South

Korea, Singapore and
Thailand from the first
day of 2023. The test must
be conducted within 72
hours of undertaking the
journey to India and the
negative report from the
RT-PCR test has to be up-
loaded on the Air Suvidha
portal before their depar-
ture. “This will also apply
to transiting passengers
through the countries
(mentioned) irrespective
of their originating coun-
tries before coming to any
Indian Airport,” Bhushan
said in the letter.

Accordingly, the
Ministry of Civil
Aviation’s Air Suvidha
Portal has to be made op-
erational for passengers
on all international flights
from these countries, with
a provision to allow inter-
national travellers arriv-
ing in India to submit neg-
ative RT-PCR test reports
as well as a self-declara-
tion form on this portal.

Narayanpur, Jan 02 (PTI):

A church was van-
dalised and a senior po-
liceman was attacked and
injured during a protest by
a group of tribals in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
Narayanpur city on
Monday, police said.

Narayanpur district
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Sadanand Kumar was
attacked during the
protest that took place in
the afternoon and was
being treated at a hospital,
an official said.

A large number of po-
lice personnel have been
deployed in the city, locat-
ed around 300 km away
from capital Raipur, after
the protest turned violent,
he said. As per prelimi-
nary report, tribals staged
a demonstration to protest

against a clash that took
place between two commu-
nities over alleged reli-
gious conversion in Edka
village in Narayanpur dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said.

Talking to reporters at
the hospital, SP Kumar
said that protestors ar-
rived near Vishwa Dipti
Christian School in the af-

ternoon and tried to
charge towards a church
located in the school prem-
ises.

“After being alerted
about it, I immediately
rushed to the spot with
other officials and tried to
pacify the protestors. They
seemed convinced and
were about to return, but
suddenly someone hit me
with a stick on my head,”
the official said.

Some policemen man-
aged to disperse the crowd
and bring the situation
under control, he added.

The injured SP was
shifted to a local hospital
and given first aid.

However, some visuals
from the spot showed that
protestors had managed to
gain entry into the premis-
es and had vandalised the
church.

Raipur, Jan 02:

The Chhattisgarh
Assembly was adjourned
for the day on Monday
amid uproar over the
delay on the part of the
governor to give assent to
two bills related to quota
in education and jobs.

Bharatiya Janata Party
MLAs Brijmohan
Agrawal and Ajay
Chandrakar said there
was a “constitutional
breakdown” in the state
as the ruling party was
trying to threaten the gov-
ernor on the issue, while
state Congress chief and
legislator Mohan
Markam hit back claim-
ing the delay was deliber-
ate as the two bills were
passed in the House on
December 3. As other
Congress MLAs joined
Markam and started ac-

cusing the BJP of having
‘double standards” and
an “anti reservation
agenda”, the din prompt-
ed Speaker Charandas
Mahant to adjourn the
House two times for brief
periods.

Later, BJP MLAs de-
manded the tabling of the
report of Quantifiable
Data Commission (QDS),
constituted by the state
government for the sur-
vey of Other Backward

Classes (OBC) and
Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) popula-
tion, in the House.

Amid sloganeering,
BJP MLAs trooped into
the Well of the House.

Speaker Mahant an-
nounced the suspension
of 11 BJP members and
adjourned the House for
the day.

The winter session of
the Assembly resumed on
Monday for five days after
a month-long break. A
two-day special session
was held on December 2
and 3, which was then ad-
journed till January 1.

On December 3, the
Assembly had passed two
amendment bills for en-
hancing the overall quota
to 76 per cent in govern-
ment jobs and admissions
to educational institu-
tions.

Shah to visit Chh’garh

this month as 

part of BJP’s ‘Lok Sabha

Prawas’ exercise

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):
Senior BJP leader and
Home Minister Amit Shah
will travel to as many as 11
states this month as part of
his party’s “Lok Sabha
Prawas” programme,
which is aimed at boosting
its prospects in targeted
parliamentary constituen-
cies ahead of the general
election in 2024.

Party sources said Shah
will be in Tripura on
January 5 and Manipur
and Nagaland on January
6. He will be travelling to
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand on January 7
and Andhra Pradesh on
January 8.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0022  ((PPTTII))::

A Delhi court on Monday
remanded in police custody
for three days the five occu-
pants of a car which hit a
woman riding a scooter and
dragged her around 12 kilo-
metres leading to her death in

the national capital on the
new year day. The 20-year-old
woman had died in outer
Delhi’s Sultanpuri on Sunday
and the accused have been
booked on charges of culpa-
ble homicide not amounting
to murder, causing death by
negligence and criminal con-

spiracy, police said. After
hearing the application seek-
ing five days of custodial
interrogation, Metropolitan
Magistrate Ajay Singh Parihar
sent the five men to police
custody for three days.
During the hearing, police
told the court the probe was

in the initial stages and custo-
dial interrogation of the
accused was required for tak-
ing it forward. The Sultanpuri
police station has registered
an FIR against Deepak
Khanna (26), Amit Khanna
(25), Krishan (27), Mithun
(26) and Manoj Mittal.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):

For the first time, India
is constructing “perma-
nent vertical bunkers” of
concrete to station BSF
troops right at the strate-
gically significant Sir
Creek and ‘Harami Nalla’
marshy area along the
I n d i a - P a k i s t a n
International Border in
Gujarat, official sources
said.

The Union Home
Ministry has sanctioned a
Rs 50-crore fund for the
construction of eight
multi-storeyed bunkers
cum observation posts in
this area along the Bhuj
sector in view of the “con-
stant infiltration of
Pakistani fishermen and
fishing boats in the area”,
the sources told PTI.

According to official
data, the Border Security
Force (BSF) apprehended
22 Pakistani fishermen
and seized 79 fishing boats
as well as heroin worth Rs
250 crore and charas
worth Rs 2.49 crore from
this region of Gujarat in
2022. While three pylon-
shaped towers are coming
up in the Sir Creek area, a

4,050 sq km marshy area
between India and
Pakistan, five such con-
crete structures will be
constructed by the
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD)
along the ‘harami nalla’
area spread across 900 sq
km, sources said.

The top floor of each of
the 42-foot high ‘vertical
bunkers’ will have space
for mounting surveillance
gadgets and radars to
keep an eye on the area
that comprises serpentine
estuaries.

The rest two floors will
have the capacity to house
around 15 armed BSF per-
sonnel and their logistics,
the officials said.

According to officials,
these bunkers are being
erected in the Lakhpat
Wari bet, Dafa bet and
Samudra bet on the east-
ern side of the creek area,
well within Indian territo-
ry. A BSF contingent is
providing armed protec-
tion to the labourers en-
gaged by the CPWD to
complete the construction
of the three bunkers in
the Sir Creek area by
March.

India building permanent
bunkers for BSF at Gujarat

creek along Pak border

Delhi woman’s death in new year road accident

Court remands 5 in police custody

SC upholds Centre’s 2016  decision on demonetisation

Demonetisation had to be done through legislation: Justice Nagarathna
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Justice B V Nagarathna of the Supreme Court, who gave a dissenting verdict on demon-
etisation on Monday, said the scrapping of the whole series of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 currency notes
had to be done through a legislation and not through a gazette notification as Parliament cannot
be left aloof in a matter of such critical importance. Justice Nagarathna, who was the juniormost
judge in the Constitution bench also comprising justices S A Nazeer, B R Gavai, A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said the demonetisation of an entire series of notes at the Centre’s instance is
a far more serious issue that has wider implications on the economy and the citizens of the coun-
try. Observing that there was no independent application of mind by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Justice Nagarathna said the entire exercise was carried out in 24 hours.

Negative Covid report must even
for flyers to India transiting

through China, 5 other nations

Cong, BJP clash over delay in
Guv’s assent to two quota bills

Senior cop attacked, church 
vandalised during protest by tribals 

‘No flaw in decision-making process’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 02: A youth
suffering from kidney fail-
ure is undergoing treat-
ment in the local hospitals
of the district since 2020.
The doctors have suggested
to his mother that a kidney
transplant would be re-
quired for the successful
treatment of the youth.

The mother is ready to
give her kidney but is un-
able to bear the expenses of
transplant operation. The
lady reached Collector
Jandarshan on Monday to
seek help. The lady is a resi-
dent of Indira Nagar and
her husband has passed

away.
Her son is undergoing

treatment regularly in in-
stitutions like Sparsh
Hospital Supela,
Ramakrishna Hospital
Raipur and Mittal Hospital
Nehru Nagar Bhilai.
Despite not being financial-
ly capable, she has been get-
ting dialysis done for the
past 02 years with the help
of relatives. Now, kidney
transplant is required to
save the life of the son and
the mother herself is ready
as a donor.

But the economic condi-
tion has become an obsta-
cle and hence she sought
help from the government
and administration. She
submitted an application at
Jandarshan with complete
documents. The Collector

took cognizance of the situ-
ation and also assured to
provide all possible help to
the mother. He sent the ap-
plication to the Chief
Medical Officer and direct-
ed the concerned officer to
provide immediate help to
the applicant so that she
can get benefits from the

government schemes.
Apart from this, a case of

fraud regarding the loan
had also reached the
Jandarshan. The applicant
is a farmer and was duped
of Rs 12 lakh by a loan
agent working in district
Bemetara. The applicant is
a resident of village

Dhekapur Khamharia. The
applicant stated that the
agent used to provide loans
to many farmers. He got
convinced from the agent
and took a loan of Rs 24
lakhs from Dena Bank
Berla in 2017 through him.

The farmer got Rs 12
lakh through cheque but

did not get the cheque for
the remaining amount. On
contacting the agent, he as-
sured that the cheque will
be provided later on. The
farmer complained that the
agent forged his signature
and withdrew Rs 12 lakh.
Now, the bank has sent a re-
covery notice of Rs 30 lakh.

The farmer is troubled fi-
nancially and mentally due
to this fraud. He added that
many farmers like him
have been cheated by the
agent and demanded jus-
tice. The Collector has sent
the application to the SP for
further action.

A social service organi-
zation also reached
Jandarshan and raised the
issue of plastic waste. The
applicants stated that pollu-
tion is caused by plastic

waste scattered near liquor
shops, gardens, tourist
places, ponds, playgrounds
and other places.

The anti-social elements
and boozers make a special
contribution to this pollu-
tion. The applicants stated
that plastic waste causes
harm to livestock and they
die after eating plastic.

Apart from this, plastic
waste causes obstruction in
sewerage and drains. The
applicants gave sugges-
tions for its disposal includ-
ing its use in road construc-
tion. The Collector for-
warded the application to
the concerned officer and
also directed to promote
the use of standard plastic.
A total of 86 applications
were received in
Jandarshan.

Woman wants to donate kidney to son; seeks govt aid for transplant

Mayor Neeraj Pal gives appointment
letters to Anganwadi worker/helper

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0022::  Mayor Neeraj Pal
on Monday gave appointment
letters to 04 Anganwadi work-
ers/helpers and extended best
wishes to them. Now these
women will work as Anganwadi
workers/helpers. In a way, the
mayor gifted them letter of ap-
pointment in the New Year. The
green signal was given for ap-
pointment in MiC and the ap-
pointment order was issued after
completing the departmental
process. 

While congratulating them,
the Mayor said that the responsi-
bility of Anganwadi
worker/helper is very important.
Anganwadi worker/helper in a
ward, locality plays an important

role regarding government
schemes etc. It is notable that
Corporation Commissioner Rohit
Vyas has issued the appointment
order of Anganwadi
worker/helper. Now these
women will perform the respon-
sibility of Anganwadi
workers/helpers in the designat-

ed ward areas. Ragini Verma
Anganwadi worker, Dhaneshwari
Anganwadi worker, Purnima
Nirmalkar Anganwadi helper and
Dileshwari Thakur Anganwadi
helper were among those who
received appointment letter
from Mayor Neeraj Pal. Ragini
Verma has been posted in Ward

No 8 Bajrang Para Kohka,
Dhaneshwari in Ward No 16 Atal
AwasKurud, Poornima Nirmalkar
in Ward No 7 Aarakshi Nagar
Kohka and Dileshwari Thakur in
Ward No 30 Ganesh Mandir
Khursipar. The newly appointed
Anganwadi workers/helpers will
compulsorily have to undergo
departmental training. Within 15
days of receiving the appoint-
ment order, they will have to ap-
pear before Project Officer,
Integrated Child Development
Project, Bhilai, only after that
their appointment would be-
come official. Additional
Commissioner Ashok Dwivedi,
Zone President of Sector 5 Zone
Office Rajesh Chaudhary, Ajay
Shukla were present during the
giving of appointment letter.

Director In-Charge greets
employees on New Year, urges

topmost priority to Safety

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0022:: Director In-charge
Bhilai Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta visited various shops
and departments on Monday to
greet them on the occasion of
New Year. Interacting with em-
ployees, Dasgupta urged them to
carry out their duties with safety
topmost in their minds and en-
couraged them to work towards
fulfilling their targets. He also ap-
pealed to employees to follow
Covid protocols and urged them
to ensure that all those employ-
ees and contractual workers take
both the doses of vaccine.
Accompanied by Executive
Directors and other senior offi-

cers, Dasgupta first visited differ-
ent departments in Ispat Bhavan
including Mines, Projects,
Material Management, Personnel
& Admin, HRD, C & IT, Finance &
Accounts, Vigilance, L & A,
Business Excellence, CET, RDCIS.
He then visited Universal Rail Mill,
Rail & Structural Mill & Roll
Turning Shop, Merchant & Wire
Rod Mill, Bar & Rod Mill,
Transport & Diesel Department,
Raw Material Department, Cost
Control Department, Steel
Melting Shop 3, RCL,
Instrumentation & Automation,
Power & Blowing Station,
Environment Management, PEM,
Blast Furnaces & SGP, Coke
Ovens, Sinter Plant 2 and 3, Ore

Handling Plant, Refractory
Materials Plant 2 & 3, SMS 2 &
Refractory Engineering
Department, Plate Mill, Water
Management Department and
Material Recovery Department,
PPC, Energy Management
Department, Contract Cell
(Works), Safety Engineering
Department, Stores, Maintenance
& Utilities Organisation. Director
I/c Dasgupta was accompanied
by Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
MM Gadre, ED (P&A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED (Projects), Dr
AK Panda, ED (Finance), AK
Chakravarty, ED (MM), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO and Samir
Swaroop, Acting ED (Mines
&Rowghat).

CREDA organises retailer training programme
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 02: Bureau of
Energy Efficiency,
Government of India and
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA) organised a re-
tailer training at Hotel
Central Park in Supela
under energy conserva-
tion based training pro-
gramme.

Vijay Sahu, Member
CREDA Raipur was pres-
ent as the chief guest
while Sanjeev Jain,
Advisor CREDA presided
over. CREDA contacted
the electrical appliance
material retailers and re-
quested them to attend the
event. A large number of
retailers and their repre-
sentatives were present in
the programme.

In his address, Vijay
Sahu, Member CREDA
Raipur, said that in the
current situation, we are
using energy to meet the
electricity needs of the in-
creasing population.

To save electricity and

to use the available re-
sources for a long time, the
use of energy efficient
equipment and renewable
energy is vital. Electrical
equipment sellers were re-
quested to make the Star
Rated equipment and
solar devices accessible to
the general public.

Sanjeev Jain, Advisor
CREDA, said that in the
current situation due to
continuous use of energy
and huge amount of car-
bon emissions, natural

calamities and global
warming are causing ter-
rible situations.

To avoid the disastrous
situations, Solar Energy
Conservation Act 2001 and
the amended bill 2022 have
been introduced and the
Government of India is
working according to the
target of increasing the
productivity of non-con-
ventional energy sources
in India to 500 GW by the
year 2030. Efforts are being
made to make the people

use energy efficient appli-
ances.

At the outset, Bhanu
Pratap, Superintendent
Engineer, CREDA Zonal
Office, Durg, greeted all
the retailers and gave de-
tailed information about
the standards of Bureau of
Energy Efficiency star
rated equipment, etc.

Nihar Ranjan Sahu,
Project Coordinator, from
CREDA Head Office,
Raipur Energy Cell, in-
formed about the provi-

sion made by the govern-
ment in the Energy
Conservation Act.

Dr Priyanka Pichora,
Project Coordinator ex-
plained how retailers /
consumers can save elec-
tricity by using star rated
appliances. Detailed infor-
mation was given about
such appliances.

Rohan Chand Pandey,
Assistant Engineer, while
giving information about
all the appliances to the re-
tailers present in the work-
shop, explained in detail
about the use of Bureau of
Energy Efficiency mobile
app and identifying star
rated appliances.

TR Dhruv, District
Incharge CREDA District
Office Durg, Varsha
Baghel, Assistant
Engineer, Nitesh
Banchore, Assistant
Engineer, TarikaDamle,
Sub-Engineer, Harish
Srivastava, Sub-Engineer,
Vicky Chowdhary, Sub-
Engineer, Yamini
Dewangan, Sub-Engineer
and other staff of CREDA
were present.

Social reformer and freedom fighter Mannathu 
Padmanabhan remembered on birth anniversary 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 02: Bhilai
Nair Samajam (BNS) cele-
brated the birth anniver-
sary of the famous social
reformer of Kerala and

the founder of Nair
Services Society -
Mannathu Padmanabhan
with fervour on Monday.
On this occasion, various
social and cultural pro-
grams were organized
along with Sadbhavna
Rally and Foot March.

At the outset, the pro-
gramme began with gar-
landing the statue of
Mannathu Padmanabhan

at BNS School in Sector 8.
All the members of Bhilai
Nair Samajam paid floral
tributes to the eminent
social reformer.
Thereafter, they took out
a foot march from Sector
8 Square to the BNS
School.

In his address, Bhilai
Nair Samajam Committee
President EKS Nair threw
light on the life of

Mannathu Padmanabhan.
He said that after the
Covid Pandemic, they are
celebrating the Mannam
Jayanti in a grand scale
this year.

He added that after wit-
nessing the sufferings of
common people during
Corona Pandemic, the
Committee has initiated
to open a Polyclinic
through which the mem-

bers of BNS as well as
common people will get
medical services.

Special Guest Sanmukh
Anand spoke about the in-
spirational life of
M a n n a t h u
Padmanabhan. Special
Guest K Priyamvada
spoke about the ancient
texts including Upnishads
and Vedas and their rele-
vance in the present day

world.
Kerala's traditional

food "Sadya" consisting of
18 types of dishes was
served to the people.
Member of Parliament
Vijay Baghel, Durg Mayor
Pradeep Bakliwal, mem-
ber from Raipur Kerala
Samajam, representatives
of different organisations
and common people were
present.

Later, 75 senior mem-
bers of the Samaj were
honored with shawl and
shreefal by Bhilai Nair
Samajam. Scholarships
were distributed among
50 children of the BNS
members, who have
scored above 85% marks
in 10th and 12th. In the
evening, the annual func-
tion of Bhilai Mahila
Nair Samajam was organ-

ised in which various cul-
tural programs were
staged.

Committee President
EKS Nair, General
Secretary EKS Pillai, Vice
President Shailesh
Kumar, Prabhakaran and
Subhash, Treasurer
Unnikrishnan and
Janish, Secretary
Pradeep and other mem-
bers were present.
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p Bhilai Nair Samajam
celebrates Mannam
Jayanti with fervour 

Safety month begins in Bhilai Steel Plant
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0022:: January month is
observed as Safety month in
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant. Safety
Engineering Department (SED)
of BSP is organising January
2023 as Safety month. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP)
hoisted the Safety Flag at Ispat
bhavan and inaugurated the
Safety awareness month at
Bhilai Steel Plant on January 02,
2023. GP Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS) administered the
Safety Oath. The Safety Audit
Schedule was released by
Anirban Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP). Executive Directors,
CGMs, Senior officials and other
employees were present on the
occasion. 

Anirban Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) in his address stated all
measures are being taken to en-

sure Safety of regular employees
as well as Contract Labour in dif-
ferent departments of the Plant
and Project areas to avoid acci-
dents. We need to ensure proper
housekeeping and Safety at our
workplace. We must fully adhere
to the policy of 'Zero tolerance'
at our Plant, he said. 

I've full faith in the Bhilai col-
lective that we will achieve the
target of accident free produc-
tion by following adequate safety

and health standards, he added.
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works) hoist-
ed the Safety Flag at Sanyatra
bhavan and reiterated our com-
mitment towards Safety. We
must adopt a positive attitude to-
wards Safety and do our work.
We must ensure a Safe work-
place, reducing the chances of
accidents with safe and proper
housekeeping, he said. 

We must achieve Safety tar-
gets with the combined efforts

of Executives, Non-Executives
and Contract labour, he said. We
can reduce accidents by follow-
ing proper rules and regulations
related to Safety and by observ-
ing safe work practices he fur-
ther added. SK Agrawal, GM
(SED) and other employees ad-
ministered the Safety Oath.

Various competitions will be
observed during January 2023
as part of Safety month. Safety
flag was hoisted at different de-
partments, SanyatraBhavan,
Ispat Bhavan, Expansion build-
ing on January 02, 2023. CGMs
and HoD's hoisted the Safety
Flag and rendered the Safety
Oath in different departments.
Safety Engineering department,
Civil Engineering department
and other departments ren-
dered their direct and indirect
support in making this pro-
gramme successful.

Caster No 6 in
SMS 2 sets new

record of 42 Heats
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0022:: High speed Caster
6 in SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's Steel
Melting Shop 2 once again
touched a new high with 42 heats
in a single sequence on Day 1 of
2023, surpassing previous best of
41 heats on December 30, 2022.
Total caster running time was 26
hours 50 minutes. Caster No 6 of
SMS 2 had earlier recorded 40
heats achieved on December
16,2022, 36 heats on December
10, 2022 and 35 heats on
December 06, 2022.  It is worth
mentioning that such record num-
ber of heats have been achieved
as against tundish guaranteed life
of 17 heats. The record perform-
ances have been made possible by
Caster 6 Team through high levels
of operational efficiency.The
Caster 6 team was congratulated
by CGM, SMS 2, SK Ghoshal and
other senior officers of the Plant.

p Farmer duped of 
Rs 12 lakh for loan



UNDER-BRIDGE NEARING COMPLETION

The work of painting on the side-walls of the Gudhiyari under-bridge is being undertaken before its inauguration

and people are anxiously waiting for that day, as it will provide big relief to people from that locality.

BJP-RSS spreading feeling
of hatred, animosity: Cong

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0022::  Congress has
termed the Narayanpur inci-
dent as highly unfortunate.
PCC media cell President Sushil
Anand Shukla charged that
both BJP and RSS spread the
feeling of hatred and animosity
and such an incident is an out-
come of the same. He charged
that the type of vicious hatred
being spread by RSS among the
tribals and forest people that
the harmony between the two
is getting damage and feeling
of hatred is increasing which is
leading to such incidents.
When the BJP is not in power
and is far-away from the public
sentiments and needs, then it
takes help of religion and
where there are Muslims, it
creates void between Hindu

and Muslims and causes clash-
es between the two. The places
where there are Christians in
majority, it causes violence and
unrest between Christians and
Hindus. The place where the
people from other religion are
not there, the BJP causes vio-
lence and clashes between the
people of the same religion and
the same is being done in
Chhattisgarh.

PCC media cell President SA
Shukla said Congress party and
the government stands com-
mitted to save the interest of
tribals and the rich tribal cul-
ture. Right after formation of
Congress government, many
decisions have been taken in
favour of tribals. The Congress
government under leadership
of CM Bhupesh Baghel is very
much aware and conscious of
safeguarding the education and
socio-economic and constitu-
tional rights of the tribals in the
state.

Google guides patient from Haryana to Govt Hospital of Ch’garh

Raipur, Jan 02: A 52-
year-old patient named
Dilbag Nayan from Jind,
Haryana has got a relief
from Peripheral artery
disease after undergoing
treatment at Heart, Chest
and Vascular Surgery
Department of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College. He was guided to
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur by google.

The patient was treated
by Head of the
Department of Heart,

Chest and Vascular
Surgery of the Medical
College Dr Krishnakant
Sahu and team. Dr Sahu
and his team treated the
disease through a special
surgical technique called
endarterectomy (a surgi-
cal procedure to remove
the atheromatous plaque
material, or blockage, in

the lining of an artery
constricted by the buildup
of deposits). The patient
is healthy now and is
ready to go back his home
in Jind, Haryana.

Dr Krishnakant Sahu
said that CT angiography
revealed that the 52-year-
old patient had blockages
in the anterior tibial and
posterior tibial blood ves-
sels of the leg called
femoral artery and
popliteal artery. Due to
blockages blood was not
able to flow in the pa-
tient’s feet and thumb and
paw were starting to turn
black. Due to lack of
blood, there was unbear-
able pain in the toes. This
disease is called
Peripheral Artery
Disease.

Peripheral artery dis-
ease is more common in
smokers and those using
tobacco, bidi, gutkha, gu-
dakhu etc. People with un-
controlled diabetes or
those having vasculitis
disease (inflammation of
blood vessels) are also
likely to suffer Peripheral
artery disease. Earlier in

this type of disease the
straight leg was amputat-
ed. There are two main
reasons for leg amputa-
tion or amputation, either
gangrene occurs in the leg
or there is unbearable

pain. Medical science has
made a lot of progress
today and this is the rea-
son that the treatment of
blood vessels of the feet is
also possible with other
methods.

Medical students take
Hippocratic Oath in AIIMS-R

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0022:: Medical
Students of the 2018 batch at
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences have celebrated
their new year with
Hippocratic Oath. They swear
to learn lifelong and devote
their life to improving human
health and society’s welfare.
Their oath ceremony was wit-
nessed by a large gathering of
doctors and other medical
students.

In the early hours, medical
students of the 2018 batch
gathered at the AIIMS cam-
pus. Under the supervision
and guidance of Prof. (Dr.)

The oath ceremony was held
by Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director,
AIIMS, and Prof. Alok C.
Agrawal, Dean (Academics).
Buddy medicos took the oath
to respect scientific gains
made by senior doctors, take
their help in critical cases
without hesitation, respect
patients’ privacy and try to
prevent disease whenever
needed. Prof. Nagarkar said
that the Oath Ceremony has
some privileges as it defines
the role and responsibilities of
doctors serving society. It
ensures respectful life and
affection given by the commu-
nity in return for medical care.
Prof. Sarita Agrawal, Prof.
Nitin R. Gaikwad, Prof. Anil K.
Goel, Dr. Satyaki Ganguly, and
Dr. Preetam N. Wasnik also
graced the occasion.

Leg saving rare cancer surgery by Pedical Cryotherapy performed successfully

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 02:
Recently, a rare surgery
(Pedical Cryotherapy)
was performed at
Sanjeevani Cancer
Hospital, Raipur to re-
move the cancer of the
leg bone of a young per-
son and thereafter saving
his leg. The patient who
came from Odisha was di-
agnosed with osteosarco-
ma after being examined
by Dr. Arpan
Chaturmohata and Dr.
Diwakar Pandey at
Sanjivani. The
chemotherapy specialists
of the hospital, Dr. Aniket

Thoke and Dr. Rakesh
Mishra, reduced the
tumor by neoadjuvant
chemotherapy. After this,
usually the cancerous leg
has to be removed by sur-
gery, but Sanjeevani’s or-
thopedic oncologist,

trained at Tata Memorial
Hospital, Mumbai, Dr.
Rudra Pratap Singh
Thakur performed pedi-
cal cryotherapy to save
the leg.

Dr. Rudra informed
about this procedure that
it is a cheap and benefi-
cial procedure in which
the procedure can be per-
formed at about a quarter
of the cost of a prosthetic
reconstruction, this sur-
gery does not put the pa-
tient’s life in danger in
comparison to other sur-
geries. There is no chance
of the tumor coming
back. This procedure
does not require revision
and is a one-time proce-
dure, with a very low risk
of non-union of the cry-
obone and normal bone.

He shared that the
tumor was dissected out-
side the body with ade-

quate margin, after
which the bone contain-
ing cancer was immersed
for 20 minutes in liquid
nitrogen, which has a
temperature of -195.8 de-
gree Celsius, then the
bone containing cancer
was frozen for 15 min-
utes. Thereafter it was
brought to room tempera-
ture; the bone was then
immersed in normal
saline solution for 15 min-
utes.

This process complete-
ly kills the cancer cells in
the bone and preserves
the proteins, enzymes
and structural integrity
of the bone. Thus the can-
cer was destroyed with
liquid nitrogen while it
was still attached to the
patient’s body (pedical
cryotherapy) and the pa-
tient’s life, organs and
even the patient’s own

bone were saved in sur-
gery.

He further explained
about this state-of-the-art
procedure that in gener-
al, a tumor prosthesis is
used for reconstruction
after removal of the os-
teosarcoma. Tumor
megaprostheses are ex-
pensive and their durabil-
ity becomes a problem in
the long term. Many pa-
tients have to mandatori-
ly undergo revision sur-
gery.

These revision surger-
ies are expensive and
come with their own set
of complications.
Therefore, a biological re-
construction method has
been developed in which
the patient’s affected
bone is treated and used
for reconstruction.
Liquid nitrogen treat-
ment is particularly bene-

ficial for the recycling
treatment of affected au-
tologous bone. Dr. Rudra
further explained that
this procedure is very ef-
fective because the treat-
ed bone, being of the pa-
tient’s own, has optimal
morphological fit and
bone strength is main-
tained even after treat-
ment. Also, because pro-
teins and enzymes are
preserved in the bone,
proper bone union and
bone regeneration capac-
ity are preserved.
Another advantage of
cryotherapy is that in
some special cases, this
treatment can also be
done by removing the
cancerous bone from the
body. This procedure re-
duces the chances of the
cryo-treated bone not
uniting with the normal
bone.

BJP alleges irregularities 

in Jal Jeevan Mission, 

stages walk out

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 02: The
members of BJP grilled
PHE Minister Rudra
Guru with the questions
on the scheme of Jal
Jeevan Mission in
Chhattisgarh State

Legislative Assembly
here on Monday.

Alleging corruption
in every district in Jal
Jeevan Mission Leader
of Opposition Narayan
Chandel said that scam
of 100 crore was com-
mitted in the scheme
and public money was
being looted.

Narayan Chandel de-
manded an inquiry into
the matter from the
House Inquiry
Committee.

BJP MLA
Krishnamurthy Bandhi
too created ruckus in
the house over tender of
Jal Jeevan Mission.
Seeing inability of the
Minister Rudra Guru to
reply to queries on the
issue the opposition
staged walk-out.

Religious conversion of tribals
under Cong protection: Sao

Raipur, Jan 02: BJP State
President Arun Sao in
context of attack on trib-
als in Narayanpur of
Bastar division charged
that under the Congress
rule the atrocities against
the tribals has crossed its
limit and alleged that the
morale of those involved
in religious conversion
under Congress rule have
increased purely due to
protection of Congress
government and they has
become so powerful that
they have become violent.
Now it is using the sharp

weapons that the tribals
are being forced to for reli-
gious conversion by the
Christian Missionaries
and this incident of attack
on SP Naryanpur would
be written as black-day in
the history of the state.

In a statement made to
the press, BJP State
President Sao said that
BJP has been vociferously
saying since long that it is
under the Congress gov-
ernment’s protection that
religious conversion is
going on openly and attack
on the tribals in the Bastar
region stands testimony to
it, as the tribals are now
being beaten using sticks.
On the other hand,
Congress acting as protec-
tor of those involved in re-
ligious conversion, are

watching it as silent spec-
tators, he alleged.

BJP Chief charged that
under the Congress rule it
has become difficult for
common men to live peace-
fully and the criminals are
enjoying full freedom and
no action is being taken
against those involved in
violence, rather gives
statement in their favour.
This has never happened
before that the tribals are
being beaten with stick to
accept religious conver-
sion and all this is happen-
ing with Congress govern-
ment being in power.

BJP Chief charged that
atrocities against tribals
and disrespecting them is
common these days dur-
ing Congress rule and the
Congress leaders term

tribals as the one who eats
the leftover and Minister
Shiv Kumar Daharia sug-
gests them to repair punc-
ture and on not leaving
their religion during
Congress rule, they are
being forced to convert
using sticks and rods. This
type of condition is noth-
ing better than that of
Talibani, he alleged. He
charged that Congress by
adopting such measures is
trying to add poison to
peaceful atmosphere in
the state and trying to de-
stroy the rich culture of
tribals, whereas BJP has
always tried to save the
due respect and honour
and culture of tribals and
would never tolerate any
attack on the tribals or
their culture.

Cong to hold ‘Janadhikar Rally’ today

Raipur, Jan 02: To protest
against anti-reservation
face of BJP, Congress will
be staging ‘Janadhikar
Rally’ at Science College
on Wednesday. In this rally
AICC general secretary
and State in-Charge Selja
Kumari, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, PCC
Chief Mohan Markam,
Secretary in-charge
Chandan Yadav, Ministers
and MLAs will also be
present. In this rally, peo-
ple from more than 70
Samaj will also take  part.
Congress has completed
its preparations for this
rally and people from all
the Districts, Blocks are
coming to take part in the
rally and the party expects
to ensure participation of
more than 1 lakh youth in
this rally from all over the

state and would bring the
true face of BJP before the
society. The demand for so-
cial justice at Science
College ground would be
the centre of this rally and
where the people from de-
prived sections of the soci-
ety would be able to raise
their voice for their just
rights. PCC charged that
with objective not to allwo
Congress government in
the state to take political
credit for the reservation
to ‘Sarv Samaj’ that both
BJP and Rajbhavan are
not allowing the bill to be
signed from Rajbhavan.
After this rally, a delega-
tion of Congress would go
and meet the Governor at
Rajbhavan and submit a
memorandum to sign on

the bill passed by the
Vidhan Sabha.

PCC Chief Mohan
Markam said that the na-
tional leaders of BJP and
Sangh and leaders of the
state reaching a consensus
have put the reservation
bill on the hold in the
Rajbhavan, citing some or
the other vague reasons.
When the increase in
reservation bill can be
passed in the Karnataka
VS and the Governor of
K’taka had even signed on
it, then why the same
reservation bill passed in
the Vidhan Sabha of
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand is passed, it is
not signed by the
Governor of both the
states. In Karnataka, it is

the BJP government
which brought this bill
and took the credit and it
is for the same reasons
that if the bill is passed in
Ch’garh then entire credit
for it will go to Congress
party.

PCC Chief said that it is
the Congress party which
demands BJP to clear its
stand on the reservation
bill and as to whether it is
in favour of the bill or not
and if not, then which par-
ticular aspects it is not in
favour of and clarify as to
why it is not allowing the
Rajbhavan to sign on this
reservation bill aleady
passed in VS. Whether
BJP is having objections
on 32% reservation given
to tribals or the 27% reser-
vation to OBC, should clar-
ify? BJP is having objec-
tions on the issue that why
13% more reservation has
been given to ST in the
new reservation bill or is it
opposing the 4% reserva-
tion to poor ‘savarn’ as
well? The true intentions
of BJP on the reservation
has always being suspi-
cious, he alleged.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  TUESDAY, JANUARY 03,  2023

To bring forth true
face of BJP

Expects participa-
tion of around 1
lakh youths from all
over the state

Tribals are being
forced to accept or
else beaten, if they
refuse

For the first time in
the state at
Sanjeevani Cancer
Hospital, Raipur

Medical Students in AIIMS-R taking Hippocratic Oath.

Medical Students of 2018 batch with their faculty members.

To serve the society
with scientific
knowledge

For treatment of
Peripheral artery
disease

Last 8 months were highly painful: Dilbagh
Narrating the story of the last eight months, the pa-

tient Dilbagh Nayan said he had severe pain in the toe
of the left leg. Due to severe pain he visited Sir
Gangaram Hospital in Delhi where angiography of
leg vein was done which revealed that there was
blockage in popliteal artery. Due to the extreme pain,
the doctors recommended amputation of the leg
below the knee, he said. In the meantime he happened
to get the number of Dr Krishna Kant Sahu on the
google through google search about surgeons and
hospitals related to vascular (blood veins). After com-
ing to know about the surgeon and location he came
to Raipur to get treatment for the disease.

Terms Narayanpur

incident highly

unfortunate
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Congmen submit memo to Tehsildar

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
02: Congmen under the
leadership of Durg
(Rural) Congress Seva
Dal District President P.
Lakshminarasimha

submitted a memoran-
dum to the Tehsildar
Bhilai in the name of
the Governor regarding
the delay in signing of
the reservation bill
passed in the assembly
recently. This was done
on the call of PCC Sewa
Dal State President

Arun Tamarkar.
Prominent among the

Congmen present were
Sheetal Yadav, Saheb
Verma (Corporator),
Lalit Durga
(Corporator), Viplav
Biswas (District
General Secretary
Rural Congress Seva
Dal), Rampal Navik
(Block President
Ahiwara Congress Seva
Dal), Rajkumar Yadav,
Dhanu Nag (former
councillor), Rajesh,
Sarita Jangam, Mannu
Soni, Satyanarayana,
Prakash Durga, Bala
Reddy etc were present.

Farmers of 7 villages will
get facility for irrigation 

Bemetara, Jan 02: Surhi
diversion scheme was
constructed about 50
years ago under Saja as-
sembly constituency of
Bemetara district.
Remodeling and lining
work of right and left
bank canals of Surhi
Diversion Scheme has
been approved with the
efforts of Agriculture and
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey.

Administrative ap-
proval of Rs 1826.23 lakh
has been received from
Water Resources
Department, Raipur.
Presently canal remodel-
ing is in progress, irriga-
tion of 320 hectares of 05
villages from the left
bank canal and 56
hectares of 02 villages
from the right bank canal

totaling 376 hectares of
additional area and com-
pletion of 819 hectares of
shortfall in Narmada
Diversion Scheme.

Including irrigation is
proposed in a total of 1195
hectares. Therefore, the
farmers of Chhirahidih,

Hardanda, Kongiyakala,
Kongiyakhurd, Lolesara,
Masulgondi villages of
Saja assembly con-
stituency will get the ben-
efit of irrigation facility.
Due to which there is
happiness among the
farmers.

DEO conducts surprise inspection in schools

Bemetara, Jan 02: A sur-
prise inspection of the
schools of the district was
done by the District
Education Officer (DEO)
Bemetara for effective op-
eration in the field of edu-
cation. DEO Arvind
Mishra inspected
Government Primary
School Bawanlakh,
Lavatara, East Secondary
School Bawanlakh,
Bhilauri and Lavatara,
Government High School
Bhilauri and Government
Primary School Amora of
Development Block
Bemetara in Berla block.

During the inspection of
Government Pre-
Secondary School,
Bawanlakh, the head read-
er’s office was found
locked. All the teachers of
the school were found ab-
sent. D.E.O. took informa-
tion from the children re-
garding their studies and

the presence of teachers
in the school, on which it
was told by the children
that the teachers always
come late to the school.
Expressing displeasure
over school disorder and

irregular absence of
teachers, he directed to
deduct one day’s salary of
absentee teachers includ-
ing head reader.

Santosh Kumar Raote
and Uttara Dhruv were

found absent from school
without notice in
Government Primary
School Bawanlakh.
Signature of Khilendra
Kumar Sahu was not
found in the reading room
from December 22, 2022 to
December 31, 2022 in
Government Pre-
Secondary School
Bhilauri and casual leave
application of January 2
and 3, 2023 was found. In
this regard, clarification
has been sought from the
head Master and instruc-
tions have been given by
the DEO to deduct the
salary of the teacher ab-
sent on the unsigned work-
ing days and Kantilal
Sahu inspection date.

Geeta Chandrakar,
Tikendra Kumar Sahu,
Dashrath Chandrakar,
Sandeep Kumar Soni,
Monika Govardhan,
Jitendra Patel and
Shakuntala Sahu were
found absent during the in-
spection of Government
High School Bhilori.
Instructions have been

given to deduct the salaries
of all the absent teachers
on the date of inspection.

Zone level F.L.N. the
training equipment was
inspected. The training
was not started till 11.30
am. Suresh Sahoo C.A.C.
Kobia and Ramesh Kumar
Markandeya C.A.C. Matka
was absent at the training
venue. Expressing anger
over the irregularities
found in the schools dur-
ing the inspection, Block
Education Officer Berla ex-
pressed his displeasure
over the irregularities
found in the schools dur-
ing the inspection, even
after he constantly in-
formed the subordinates
about the improvement in
the school system, regular
and timely attendance of
teachers in the school and
continuous monitoring. ,
Block Resource Center
Coordinator, C.A.C.
Bhilori and C.A.C.
Instructed to take neces-
sary action for deducting
one day’s salary of
Lavatra.

Performance Enhancement prog of 25 DAVMMS held

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Jan 02: DAV
Public School, Bacheli
hosted IInd phase
P e r f o r m a n c e
Enhancement pro-
gramme under the aegis
of RTC, Chattisgarh for
25 DAV Mukhyamantri
Schools of Dantewada
and Kondagaon region
was held on Dec 30 and
31. The programme sum-
moned 118 teacher dele-
gates from various
DAVMMPS coordinated
by 18 Master Trainer
from DAV Public Schools
. The programme fo-
cussed on all compre-
hensive development of
the students of DAV
schools in Chhattisgarh
Zone.

The programme began
with the lighting of the
lamp ceremony followed
by training by the mas-

ter trainers and coordi-
nators. The blooming
stars of DAV Public
School Bacheli wel-
comed the guests with a
melodious, energizing
welcome song headed by
their music teacher
Omisha. Later, the event
witnessed an icebreak-
ing session by the mas-
ter trainers. The ARO

CG-F Zone cum the
training coordinator Dr.
Chetna Sharma gave a
motivational speech stat-
ing the importance of
such professional per-
formance enhancement
program. She boosted
the learning spirits of
the teachers and advo-
cated multifaceted devel-
opment of every child.

The welcoming ceremo-
ny ended with DAV an-
them. The programme
went on for 2 days fo-
cussing on the various
genres of eight different
subjects - English, Maths
, Science, Hindi Social
science at different edu-
cational levels .The mas-
ter trainers labelled  ac-
tivity based sessions en-

hancing constructivism
among the teacher dele-
gates. The capturing ses-
sion mainly dealt on per-
formance improvement
in the upcoming exami-
nations and syllabus up-
dation 

The Performance
E n h a n c e m e n t
Programme took a clo-
sure by the motivational
speech delivered by The
ARO CG Zone –F, Dr.
Chetna Sharma. The
teacher delegates shared
their take aways on their
improved approach to
their subjects gained
from the two day per-
formance enhancement
programme. Later partic-
ipation certificates were
distributed. The two day
programme was dis-
solved with DAV Anthem
and Shanti Paath. The
programme was a great
success under the assis-
tance of the entire team (
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff )of DAV Public
School, Bacheli.

CM directs to improve
basic facilities in Mata

Kaushalya Mandir

Raipur, Jan 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
directed the Chief
Secretary that basic facili-
ties should be improved at
Mata Kaushalya Mandir.
Chandrakhuri will expand
in beautification and  facil-
ities for devotees.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel directed that basic
facilities likeroad widen-
ing, street lighting instal-
lation, and vehicle parking
arrangements should be
completed at the earliest.
Instructions were also is-
sued for installing a water
filter for both inside and

outside the temple
grounds.

CM asked that the tem-
ple’s boundary wall will be
made more appealing. The
temple’s boundary wall
will be embellished with
inscriptions telling the
story of Ramkatha. He

also gave instructions for
beautification of the
‘Samudra Manthan scene’
and the ‘Shri Vishnu stat-
ue’ located at the pond.

Further he suggested
for construction of a large
garden to be developed at
the temple’s entrance.

Society needs discussions on ideas of leaders like Tarachand: Sahu

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
02: Under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh (CPSS)
Cultural Cell, the state
level Tarachand Sahu
Jayanti and Surta
Samman ceremony of an-
cestors was organized in
Ahiwara on Jan 1, the
birth anniversary of
Tarachand Sahu. State
Home and Public Works
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, presided over by
state president Tehal Sahu
and chief guest Arun Sao,
Bilaspur MP and state BJP
president were present as
the chief guest of the pro-
gramme.

Mahant Leeladhar
Sahu, the convenor of
State Sahu Sangh Cultural
Cell, said that in this pro-
gram apart from Sahu
Samaj, 27 leaders of other
societies who have worked
and are doing work in the
interest of the society
were honored as well as
the talented children of
Ahiwara were also hon-
ored. A free health check-
up camp was organized by
the senior doctors of the
society. At the same time,
the youth also donated
blood in the memory of
Tarachand Sahu.

Chief guest
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that the birth anniversary
of those who do good work
is celebrated. Tarachand
Sahu did a lot of good
work in his life, so today
we have gathered here to
celebrate his birth an-
niversary. He was both on
the first day of the New
Year and showed it by
doing good work. Be ahead
in building a good society

by giving loyalty, coopera-
tion, and thoughts towards
your party and society. To
become big, the idea
should also be big. Officers
should think and increase
their self-esteem.
Tarachand Sahu did not
do politics by selling his
self-respect. He fought till
the last MP to protect his
self-respect. He said that
when Tarachand Sahu
was ill, he was not even in
a position to sit, then he
sat and heard discussions
from eight-ten community
leaders and they were giv-
ing a new direction to the
society. Society needs the
views and suggestions of
the leaders who have been
honoured today. There
should be brainstorming
on the ideas of such lead-
ers and their ideas should
be implemented in the so-
ciety.

Apart from the state, dis-
trict, tehsil, circle and
rural unit officials partici-
pated in this event.
Deepak Tarachand Sahu,
ex-Minister Jageshwar
Sahu, ex-Minister
Ramshila Sahu, ex-MLA
Dayaram Sahu, G.
Chandrika Sahu, Vice
President of State Sahu
Sangh, Rajendra Sahu,
President of District
Cooperative Bank Durg,

Ashwani Sahu, President
of Agricultural Produce
Market Durg, Nagar
Palika Parishad Ahiwara
President Natwar
Tamarkar, Ch. State
General Secretary Lakhan
Lal Sahu, State Advisor
Ramesh Sahu, Ch. State
Sahu Sangh Vice
President Khilavan Sahu,
Durg District President
Nandal Lal Sahu, Bhilai
District President
Haridwarika Sahu, Tehsil
Sahu Sangh Dhamdha
President Shyamlal Sahu,
Women’s Cell State
Coordinator Sheelu Sahu,
Anand Sahu, convenor of
youth cell, Devkumar
Sahu, president of Durga
division, along with C.G.
Officers of State Sahu
Sangh Cultural Cell and
office bearers of district,
tehsil, range and ward
units of 204 villages partic-
ipated. In the program,
Aaru Sahu and artists of
Lokdhara kept the cere-
mony going by giving
their presentation.

Chhattisgarh BJP State
President and Bilaspur
MP Arun Sao said that
Tarachand Sahu had
dreamed of
Chhattisgarh’s self-re-
spect, we will make it
come true. We will estab-
lish a new identity of

Chhattisgarh in the world.
Addressing the pro-

gram, Deepak Tarachand
Sahu recalling his father’s
word said that Tarachand
Sahu had earlier said that
he has kept his MP’s chair
on a peg for his self-respect
and will be ready through-
out his life to protect
Chhattisgarh’s identity
and self-respect. He had
said that Chhattisgarh
will always be ready to re-
move the sorrows and
pain of every family,
Chhattisgarh will not let
Mahtari’s pride come
under fire.

Among the Purodhas
who were honoured with
Purkha’s Surta Samman,
Bhakta Mata Karma
Samman- Smt. Geeta Sahu
Bhilai-3, Teli Samaj Ratna-
Bedram Sahu Janjgiri,
Tarachand Sahu
Memorial Samman-
Doman Lal Korsewada
(Ex-MLA), Labhchand
Bafna Ahiwara (Ex-MLA)
) and posthumously him-
self. Dau Sharda Prasad
Tamarkar (son- Natwar
Tamarkar Ahiwara,
President Municipality
Ahiwara), Social
Harmony Award- Bisra
Ram Yadav Ahiwara,
Danveer Bhamashah
Award- Vivek Acharya
Director Culture

Department, Social
Harmony Award- Yogesh
Sahu (City Inspector
Kotwali Police Station
Raipur), Karma Mata Seva
Award- Omprakash
Banjare CSIDC Raipur, Dr.
Manrakhan Lal Memorial
Award- Manharan Sahu,
Borsi, Arjun Hirwani
Memorial Award-
Purushottam Sahu Sector-
5 Bhilai, Sant Kabir Sahib
Memorial Award - Padma
Shri R.S. Barle, Durg,
Dhani Dharmadas Smriti
Samman- Mehetar Sahu
Bhimbhauri, Amin Mata
Smriti Samman- Mahant
Roopkala Saheb Utai,
Premsing Guruji
Samman- Ramkhilavan
Sahu Matra, Khuman Lal
Sav Smriti Samman-
Gurudas Manikpuri
Kabirdham and Onkar
Das Manikpuri
(Bollywood Actor), Sant
Tulsidas Smriti Samman-
Ramrajesh Sahu teacher
Nandani Nagar, Telin
Mata Rajim Honor-
Nirmala-Hemant Sahu
Bharda Gunderdehi,
Social Consciousness
Award – B.L. Kurre
(Former District
Education Officer,
Chhattisgarh Chikitsa
Ratna Award- Dr. CL Sahu
Karma Hospital
Murmunda, Chhattisgarh
Medical Pride Award- Suraj
Sahu Aashirwad Blood
Bank Bhilai, Dau Uttam
Sahu Award- Vikram Sahu
Teacher Ahiwara ,
Tarachand Sahu Teacher
Award- Uttam Sahu
(Principal Swami
Atmanand School), Brand
Ambassador Cultural Cell
Pradesh Sahu Sangh - Aaru
Sahu (folk singer), Rajim
Mata Samman - Pushpadevi
Sahu (MP representative
Bemetara), Sant Kabir Seva
Samman - Kundan Sahu
Ahiwara was awarded.

Politics of vote in the name of reservation
is unfortunate even after 75 yrs: CAVS

Jagdalpur, Jan 02: From
the new year, under the ban-
ner of the Chhattisgarh
Anarakshit Varg Sangh
(CAVS), the members asso-
ciated with the association
have started a membership
drive from the local
Golebazar Chowk. The
members of the Sangh are
continuously holding meet-
ings and planning a strate-
gy to unite the general class.
Under this, a decision has
also been taken to form an
organization at the state
level. The members said
that the general class has
now started uniting for its
interests. Membership in
hundreds in just two hours
is a proof of this. The mem-
bers said that even after 75
years of independence, if
the governments are en-
gaged in collecting votes by
misleading the people by
making reservation a lad-
der, then it is a matter of
misfortune for the country.
Everyone has been given
the right to equality in the

constitution, then why this
neglectful treatment of the
general category. After all,
why is the common class
not being thought of?

He further told that the
general class is now waking
up. Members belonging to
various political parties and
government employees
have also accepted the mem-
bership of the union. This
proves that the general class
is being neglected every-
where. And if steps are not
taken today, the future of
present and future genera-
tions will become dark. The
members told that member-
ship drive will soon be

launched in every ward of
the state and efforts will be
made to unite the people.
Soon the process of forma-
tion of the organization will
also be completed in which
legal cell will also be creat-
ed. Under whose leadership
the legal struggle will be
carried forward.

During this, a large num-
ber of other members in-
cluding Rohit Singh Arya,
Asha Acharya, Nohar Singh
Rajput, Sushil Khabari,
Prakash Joshi, Hitendri,
Mohan Lal Joshi, Shobha
Sharma, Gaurav
Mukherjee, Nirmal Jain,
Mitesh were present.

Regarding delay in
signing of bill by Guv

Tarachand Sahu Jayanti
and Surta Samman cer-
emony held in Ahirwara

Asks for more of 
beautification as well

In DAV Public School,
Bacheli

One day salary of
absent teachers will be
deducted

From Surhi 
diversion plan



Susheel Shukla

Mungeli, Jan 02: The dis-
trict was formed approxi-
mately close to eight years,
but even today the people of
the district are waiting for
development and are much
dependent on its old dis-
trict Bilaspur, which in it-
self is a hoax with the peo-
ple of the district.

As per information,
about 52 district level of-
fices were opened, but at
present the officers in most
of the offices are either in
no - charge mode or lying
vacant, even though vacan-
cies were created but has
not been duly filled till date.
The problems of roads,
drinking water and educa-
tion remain the same,
when back Mungeli district
was separated from

Bilaspur in the year 2012,
the fight to make it went on
for a long time, and success
was achieved only in the
year 2012.

The region though it
started to grow under the
patronage of Minister
Mahale, but that stayed for
six years, which has got a
sabbatical after the forma-
tion of the current
Bhupesh Baghel
Government. Sitting in the
opposition the public repre-

sentatives of the region did
not get opportunities to fur-
ther develop the area and
this is the reason why the
development of the district
is not visible.

About 60 thousand
youths in the district are
still unemployed - there is a
lack of resources for em-
ployment in the district,
due to which about 60 thou-
sand youths are still roam-
ing in search of employ-
ment and the benefit of un-

employment allowance is
also not being received on
time. Meanwhile, to expand
health facilities in the dis-
trict, the government has
established health and sub-
health centers in rural
areas including the city, but
the required facilities are
not available.

There are MBBS doctors
in government hospitals
operating in other areas in-
cluding the district hospi-
tal, but they also do not

reach the hospital, and
apart from specialist doc-
tors, other staff posts are
lying vacant. Talking about
the education system in the
district, the posts of teach-
ers are vacant in the
schools running from pri-
mary to higher secondary
level in the district.

There is a shortage of
subject-wise teachers in the
government schools in the
district, in more than half
of the schools the posts of
principals are dependent
on the in-charge, and there
is shortage of staff in the
colleges as well. The same
story goes for roads and
other basic infrastructure
too, and people of the area
are awaiting development
as they have voted for gov-
ernments hoping to see a
developmental change.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jan 02: The
every year Tennis Ball
Cricket by Bajrang Cricket
Club (BCC) in Gram Tarra
was inaugurated in the
New Year by District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu as
the chief guest and it was
chaired by Janpad 'sabha-
pati'- Santosh Sen.

The special guests on
the occasion were Sumitra
Banjare-Sarpanch-Tarra
and Bishat Patel Gram

Adhyaksh Tarra andDr
Tuman Sahu  and Dr Gwal
Tarak.

On this occasion the
guests appealed the people
present to give due impor-
tance to sports. Chief
Guest District Panchayat
member Chandrashekhar
Sahu said that the youths
of today should give im-
portance to sports along
with education.

He said that a healthy
mind resides in healthy
body and playing any
sports makes one physical-

ly fit and therefore the stu-
dents should take up inter-
est in studies along with
sports. The sports should
be played with sportsman
spirit.

On this occasion
Santosh Sahu, Janak
Patel, President, Yadram
Sahu V-P; Rudra Patel,
Dagendra Sahu,
Chumman Tandon,
Cheman Sahu, Tukresh
Sahu, Nepal Sahu,
Hemant Verma and other
players and villagers were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Kusumkasa, Jan 02:
Kavita Urvasha from a
poor tribal family of
Doundi block has got se-
lected for MBBS and has
brought laurels to her fam-
ily and village and there
was long queue of family
and friends to extend
greetings to her for this
achievement.

When the Janpad mem-
ber Kusumkasa Sanjay
Bais got this information,
he immediate went to her
residence and extended
greetings to her. He also in-
formed that on occasion of
"Shakti Diwas' organised
by Halba-Habli Samaj of
Kusumkasa, Kavita
Urvasha will be felicitated
with shawl and srifal.

Kavita's father is a
mason and farmer by pro-
fession from Gram
Amurukasa and she in-
formed that from Class 1-5
she has studied in Gram
Amurukusa and that of
Class 6-10th in nearby vil-

lage Gram Pathara. She
cleared her class 10th
from Balod and got select-
ed in 'Prayas' residential
school Raipur and from
here she cleared her Class
11th and 12th.

During this the teachers

of 'Prayas' informed her
about the NEET exam and
so she decided to prepare
for NEET exam from a pri-
vate coaching class in
Bhilai and during which
she faced lockdown and clo-
sure of coaching class and

was deprived of coaching.
After this she started

studying for 8-10 hours
daily and it brought good
results for her. She cleared
NEET Exam and got se-
lected in Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Memorial Medical
College in Rajnandgaon
and took admission in the
first year of MBBS.

Student Kavita was bril-
liant since beginning and
wanted to become a doc-
tor and therefore she
chose this profession and
wanted to render services
to the poor in the medical
field. For this achieve-
ment, the villagers and all
her family members have
extended greetings and
wished her all the best in
all her future endeavours.

AVVV held in
Saraswati

Shishu Mandir
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 02:
'Acharya Vyaktitva Vikas
Varg' (AVVV) was heldat
Saraswati Shishu Mandir
HS School in Kharora on
Saturday. The organiser
Prakash Singh Thakur
and Principal Ashwini
Patkar inaugurated the
same by garlanding the
photo of Goddess
Saraswati and lighting the
traditional lamp.

In the first phase,
Saraswati Vandana, annu-
al song and prayers were
performed jointly by
Kanchan Verma didi and
Dimple Manikpuri didi. In

the second phase, discus-
sions were held on social
contact campaign and all
expressed their views.
Principal Ashwini Patkar
and Prakash Singh
Thakur organiser gave in-
formation about the social
contact campaign.

Under this campaign,
the Principal Ashwini
Patkar provided informa-
tion about implementa-
tion of schemes in the
state. In the final session,
Physical chief Yashwini
Nishad gave training
about Physical exercises
and Yoga and it concluded
with organisational
'mantra'.

PCC chief pays obeisance
to Goddess Bamleshwari

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jan 02: The
PCC Chief Mohan Markam
paid obeisance to Goddess
Bamleshwari at the Maa
Bamleshwari Temple on
the first day of the New
Year here on Sunday and
sought blessings for peace
and prosperity of all in the
state. During this the
Congmen accorded him
grand welcome and on this
occasion State gen. secy. Dr

Thaneshwar Patila, BCC
President Sanjiv Gomasta
and Congmen in large
number were present.
During talks with media
persons, Mohan Markam
said that the hindrance on
path of the Reservation Bill
passed by the Vidhan
Sabha and Legislature is
somewhere or the other is
acting as threat and dan-
gerous for this system of
democracy. On this occa-
sion he also held talks with

the people from the society
getting affected on account
of delay in this reservation
issue and all extended their
support in state govern-
ment's favour. As per the
programme fixed, all decid-
ed to register protest and
stage demonstration
against the same. The delay
on part of the Governor to
finalise upon the amend-
ment in the reservation bill
is being strongly opposed
by Congmen.

Massive Kalash Yatra marks 
beginning of ‘Srimad Bhagwat Katha’

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 02: It is in
the memory of Late
Bhukhan Lal Kumbhkar,
Late Chandravati
Khumbkar, Late VK
Kumbkar, Late PK
Kumbhkar and late
Bhaskar Kumbkar, the
Kumbkar family of Nagar
Panchayat Kharora organ-
ised 'Srimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Gyan Yagna'
week 'Katha' from Jan 1,
2023 and it will conclude on
Jan 8, 2023.

The 'Katha' recital will
be done by Pt. Yugal
Kishore Maharaj, who is a
known young
Bhagatacharya of Shri
Dhaam Ashram
Vrindavan. This Gyan

Yagna started with mas-
sive 'Kalash Yatra' from
Mangal Bavan and it
passed through Sheetala
Mandir, Mahamaya
Mandir, Kariyadama
Mandir and performing of
prayers and concluded
reaching the starting

venue of 'Katha'.
In this the residents of

city took part in the
'Kalash Yatra' and it was
welcomed at many places
all over the city. In this
Srimad Bhagwat Katha,
Laxmin, Balaram, Neera
Kumbkar, Bhoj Kumari,

Shivkumar Kumbhkar,
Annapurna, Shankar Lal
Kumbkar, Ishwari,
Radheshyam Kumbkar,
Indu Bharat Khumbkar,
Kiran, PK Kumbhkar have
appealed people from all re-
ligions along with their
family members to come

and enjoy the recital of
Srimad Bhagwat Katha.

On this occasion Pt.
Yugal Kishore Maharaj re-
cited the excerpts from the
Srimad Bhagwat Katha
and to which the people en-
joyed with great enthusi-
asm.

On January 3rd, there
will be 'Varah
Aavatar','Shiv Sati
Charitra' and 'Dhruv
Charitra', followed by Kapil
Gita. Similarly there will
be other recitals on Jan 5, 6
and 7 and it will conclude
with 'Gita Pravachan',
'havan- Poornahuti', 'sahas-
tra dhara', 'Mahaprasadi vi-
tran' and Bhog-Bhandara.

Then a Shobha Yatra will
be taken out from Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
chowk ward No. 9 and the
timing of daily recital of
'katha' will be from 1:00 pm
to 6:00 pm.
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p By Kumbhkar family
in Kharora

At Maa Bamleshwari Temple on first day of 2023

People visit temples
to welcome New Year

Kharora, Jan 03: There
was huge rush of devo-
tees along with family
members in the temples
of city to welcome the
New Year and the process
of prayers and rituals
continued almost the
whole day by the people
of city.

On the eve of New
Year, the revellers of city
bid farewell to New Year
at mid-night by cutting
the cake and bursting
fire-crackers and ex-
changed greetings on
New Year with each
other.

On the other hand, wel-
coming the first day of
the New Year on Jan 1,
2023, people visited the
temple and sought bless-
ings for a healthy and
good beginning and there
was rush in the temples
right since beginning.

Kavita brings laurels to her family and village
On getting selected for MBBS through NEET Exam

Sports is good for mental health: Sahu
Tennis Ball Cricket inaugurated in Gram Tarra

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 02: On the
first day of the New Year,
many a nature lovers
reached the region well-
known tourist site viz.
'Tathpathara' eco-tourism
site here on Sunday. There
are many such tourists
sites in the district, which
leaves tourist surrounded
in nature's beauty.

In these tourist sites,
with help of Tourism
Samitis, the facilities like
Night Camping, star gaz-
ing, trekking and others
are being offered. On the
eve of New Year, people
from different parts of
Chhattisgarh including
New Delhi and MP viz.

Bhopal, Indore,
Jabalpur, Sagar arrived
here to enjoy the facilities
and nature's true bliss

here in Tathapathara.
SDM (Revenue) Pendra
Road Pushpendra
Sharma, CEO Janpad
Gourela Sanjay Sharma,
Asst. Commissioner
Tribal Devp Dr Lalit
Shukla and Sarpanch
Gram Panchayat
Tathpathara, Sachiv and
other office bearers of
Paryatan Samiti wel-
comed the New Year with
zeal and enthusiasm.

Denizens welcome NY at Tathpathara
Tennis Ball Cricket inaugurated in Gram Tarra

Visitors reach Chandi temple
to celebrate New Year

Central Chronicle News

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  JJaann  0022::  Devotees
thronged the Chandi temple
in large numbers on New
Year's Day, Sunday and cele-
brated the arrival of the New
Year with enthusiasm. In the
same area, tourist places and
local temples, Maa Chandi
Temple and Mauli Temple,
Ram Janaki Temple, people
keep coming here for twelve
months, but this time in the
New Year the crowd of adults

and mainly children kept in-
creasing since morning. 

There was a crowd of peo-
ple in the park in the morn-
ing and evening and various
entertainments zones were
seen in the garden and due
to Sunday being a holiday,
people enjoyed the day to
the maximum. The view of
the picnic in the area's dam
and lake was festive mode
and people gathered all day
long to celebrate the coming
New Year.

Born eight year old, district awaits development
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‘Uddhav ‘backstabbed’ BJP, but got befitting reply’
Chandrapur, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Bharatiya Janata Party
president JP Nadda on
Monday alleged that Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray “backstabbed”
the BJP and compromised
with his ideology for the
sake of power, but got a be-
fitting reply as a new gov-
ernment is now in place in
Maharashtra.

Nadda was addressing a
‘Vijay Sankalp’ rally in
M a h a r a s h t r a ’ s
Chandrapur district. The
rally is part of the BJP’s
plan to win 18 “difficult”
seats from Maharashtra in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, according to a party
leader.

Thackeray’s party had

snapped ties with long-
term ally BJP after the
2019 Maharashtra
Assembly polls.
Thackeray later tied-up
with the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) and
the Congress to form the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government in the
state.

In June last year, senior

Sena leader Eknath
Shinde led a revolt
against the party leader-
ship following which the
Thackeray government
collapsed. Shinde later be-
came the chief minister
with BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis as his deputy.

Nadda said during the
polls it was clearly men-
tioned that “Delhi mein
Narendra...Maharashtra
mein Devendra” and the
Shiv Sena gave consent to
it at that time.

But, when the election
results came out, they
(Sena and Thackeray)
“backstabbed us” for be-
coming the chief minis-
ter, the BJP president
said.

One should understand

that in politics, power
goes only towards the
truth, he said, adding that
the “unnatural alliance”
(MVA) did not last long.

“Thackeray for the
greed of power back-
stabbed the BJP and sup-
ported those against
whom former RSS
S a r s a n g h c h a l a k
Balasaheb Deoras fought
all his life,” Nadda
claimed.

He asked the BJP work-
ers whether such people
should be forgiven.

Thackeray compro-
mised with his ideology
for the sake of power and
his government stopped
the Ganesh Utsav and
Dahi Handi programmes,
he claimed.

SULTANPURI ACCIDENT

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Scores of people gath-
ered outside the
Sultanpuri Police Station
Monday and blocked traf-
fic demanding punish-
ment for the men who
dragged a woman under
their car for kilometres.
They alleged that police
were treating the inci-
dent as an accident case.

The woman riding a
scooter was dragged
under a car being hit by it
in outer Delhi’s
Sultanpuri area Sunday
night.

She was reportedly
dragged for about four
kilometres and was found

naked by police, an event
which gave rise to specu-
lations that the woman
may have been raped too
by the occupants of the
car.

“At the time, when peo-
ple are wearing five lay-
ers of clothes in winter,
then what’s the likeli-
hood of her being found
naked,” one of the pro-
testers said.

Malti, an aunt of the
victim, said, “Police
called us and informed us
that our girl had met with
an accident.

We demand death for
all who are responsible
for her death. They did
enormous damage to her

family and must be pun-
ished.”

Meanwhile, a team
from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
reached Sultanpuri
Police Station to inspect
the Maruti Baleno car
under which the woman
was stuck long enough to
be dragged for four kilo-
metres.

Rekha, the mother of
the victim, said, “I spoke
to her at 9 pm on
Saturday and asked when
she would return. She
said she will come home
in some time. Later, I took
my medicines and went
to sleep, after that, I have
no idea what happened.”

From Rairangpur to Raisina —
Odisha’s moment of pride

Bhubaneswar, Jan 02 (PTI)

For Odisha, the high-
light of the tumultuous
year gone by was when the
‘daughter of the soil’
Droupadi Murmu became
the first tribal president of
the country.

The state celebrated
Murmu’s rise from the re-
mote Rairangpur town to
the seat of power in
Raisina Hills last July
with great fanfare and
pride. She also created a
record by becoming the
youngest president of the
country at age 64.

In the state, the ruling
BJD held fast to its grip
with the Naveen Patnaik-

led party demolishing the
opposition BJP and
Congress in the panchayat
polls and civic body elec-
tions. BJD won 80 per cent
of local bodies in rural
and urban areas.

The BJD also won the
Padampur bypoll in
December, but in a major
setback, lost the
Dhamnagar by-election in
November — its first by-
poll defeat since 2009 — to
the BJP, which managed to
retain the seat.

Marking its advent as an
industrial power, the state
received investment pro-
posals worth over Rs 10
lakh crore at the Make In
Odisha (MIO) Conclave in

November-December with
the government claiming
that if implemented, these
projects would generate
employment for 10.37 lakh
people.

Odisha also made signif-
icant gains in controlling
Naxalites as it brought
down the Left-Wing
Extremism-affected dis-
tricts from 18 to 10.

A sensational black-
mailing case also rocked
the state in October as 26-
year-old Archana Nag’s ar-
rest exposed a racket that
allegedly extorted politi-
cians, bureaucrats and
celebrities. The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) is investigating the

case, allegedly involving
crores of rupees.

A “fake” doctor hit the
headlines after he was
found to have married 18
women, besides swindling
their money. Ramesh
Chandra Swain, 54, of
Bhagabanpur in
Kendrapara district was
arrested in February after
the elaborate scam was
unearthed.

Govind Sahu, the prime
accused in the murder of a
Kalahandi teacher, died in
jail in December, leading
to a political furore in the
state as opposition parties
pointed fingers at his al-
leged close links with BJD
leaders.

ASHRAM FLYOVER CLOSURE

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Bumper-to-bumper
traffic on Monday
clogged roads near the
Ashram flyover that has
been closed for 45 days for
the construction of a
link-artery, officials said.

Some commuters took
to Twitter to share photos
of jams, while many trav-
elling on the route, dur-
ing the peak hours,
claimed they spent
around half an hour to
cross the section.

There is heavy traffic
in the area, the officials
said and added that sever-
al people called police to
report jams.

The traffic police had
earlier advised people to
park only at designated
places and plan their
journeys, especially if

they were going to hospi-
tals, bus terminals, rail-
way stations and air-
ports, owing to the fly-
over’s closure.

Traffic coming from
the Outer Ring Road,
both sides of the car-
riageways passing
through the Ashram
Chowk, DND flyover,
Mathura road and Noida
bore the brunt.

“From January 1, both
the carriageways of the
Ashram flyover will be
closed due to the con-
struction of a connecting
road between the Ashram
flyover and new DND fly-
over,” the traffic police
had said in a statement.

“The movement of traf-
fic may be restricted and
diverted accordingly
from the roads and
stretches connecting the

Ashram flyover, both side
carriageways passing
through Ashram Chowk,
DND flyover and
Mathura Road,” it had
said.

During this period,
both carriageways of the
ring road on the under-
side of the flyover will be
operational, the traffic
police had said.

The traffic police has
suggested alternative
routes to people.

Commuters coming
from the Badarpur side
are advised to follow
Mata Mandir Marg for
Ring Road and Sarai Kale
Khan, and commuters
coming from Badarpur,
Sarita Vihar and Jamia
side are advised to follow
U-turn for Captain Gaur
Marg, Lajpat Nagar,
AIIMS, they said.

Naga peace accord: A tale of so near, yet so far
Kohima, Jan 02: 

The Gordian knot en-
veloping the Naga peace
talks could not be untied
through the year gone-by,
as a final agreement ac-
ceptable to all sides re-
mained elusive with Naga
rebels and the Centre
agreeing to disagree on
two key issues.

The coming of Centre’s
new interlocutor for Naga
Peace talks, A K Mishra to
Dimapur in Nagaland ear-
lier last year and holding
parleys with representa-
tives of various Naga
groups and other stake-
holders in an effort to re-
solve the vexed problem
had spread hope that a so-
lution to the decades long
insurgency in the state
would come as a welcome
Christmas gift.

Mishra met the leader-
ship of National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isac-
Muivah) including veter-

an leader Th Muivah in-
side the group’s headquar-
ters in Hebron, a first in
the history of such talks.

A former special direc-
tor of the Intelligence
Bureau, Mishra succeeded
the last Interlocutor and
Nagaland Governor R N
Ravi, who was transferred
to Tamil Nadu as the
Governor in September
last year.

After this, the negotia-
tions continued in Delhi
with Muivah and other
leaders of the group for
several rounds, but a final
settlement remained elu-
sive, as the NSCN-IM re-
mained adamant on its de-
mand for a separate flag
and constitution for the
Nagas. A demand, which
till now has not favour
with the Centre.

However, while marking
the 25th year of ceasefire
with the Centre, the
NSCN-IM has assured it
will continue to uphold the

ceasefire. The reassurance
was made by the Ceasefire
Monitoring Cell (CFMC) of
the NSCN-IM on comple-
tion of 25 years of cease-
fire agreement with the
GoI entered on July 25,
1997.

The Government of
India has been holding
separate dialogue with the
NSCN-IM and the Working
Committee of Naga
National Political Groups
(NNPGs) since 1997 and
2017 respectively.

NNPGs comprise of at
least seven Naga groups.

It inked the Framework
Agreement with NSCN-IM
in August 2015 and the
Agreed Position with
NNPGs in November 2017.

While NNPGs have
agreed to accept a solution
and continue the dialogue,
the NSCN-IM has been
rigid on its demand for a
separate flag and constitu-
tion for the Nagas.

“They (Naga negotia-

tors) have come back from
Delhi and nothing is likely
to happen before
Christmas as talks will re-
sume only after the festive
season,” Nagaland Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio had
said last month.

On the other hand, the
Centre heeded to the cry of
the people of the State for
removal of Armed Forces
Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) 1958 from
Nagaland.

On March 31, the Centre
announced withdrawal of
AFSPA 1958 from 15 police
stations in 7 districts in
Nagaland with effect from
April 1, which was wel-
comed by the State govern-
ment but rejected by Naga
civil societies demanding
complete repeal of the Act
from the State.

AFSPA was imposed in
the entire state of
Nagaland from 1958 to
curb the Naga insurgency
movement.

‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ of Bengal
Cong resumes from Kolkata

Kolkata, Jan 02 (PTI) 

The West Bengal
Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ reached Kolkata on
Monday with the party’s
state unit president Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury start-
ing a march from Taratala
in the southwest part of
the city. The yatra, which
has been renamed as
Sagar Se Pahar Tak’ in the

state, was flagged off by
Chowdhury from Ganga
Sagar Island in South 24
Parganas district on
December 28.

Joined by several senior
leaders of the party in
West Bengal, the long
march will pass through
important junctions and
streets of the city, and may
go to Netaji Bhavan at
Elgin Road where senior

leaders are likely to gar-
land Subhas Chandra
Bose’s portrait.

The yatra is also likely
to reach the party’s head-
quarters Bidhan Bhavan’
in central Kolkata and will
also visit Swami
Vivekananda’s residence
on Simla Street in north
Kolkata, where party lead-
ers are scheduled to pay
tribute to the monk.

‘BJP’s ideology differentiates
between people on religious lines’

Kolkata, Jan 02 (PTI) 

West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC
Supremo Mamata
Banerjee on Monday
lashed out at the right-
wing BJP and claimed that
the saffron party’s ideology
differentiates between peo-
ple on the basis of religion.

Banerjee also attacked
what she saw as a tacit un-
derstanding between the
Left and the BJP, accusing
the two parties, which are
ideologically poles apart, of
forging a ‘Ram-Bam’ (BJP-
Left) alliance.

Banerjee, while address-
ing a convention of party
workers and leaders, said
her party’s cadres have to
reach out to the people to
counter canards spread
against the TMC by opposi-
tion parties.

“We are followers of an
inclusive ideology. We need
to take along everyone.
BJP’s ideology differenti-
ates between people on reli-
gious lines.

“You have to listen to
people with humility,”
Banerjee told TMC work-
ers at the party pro-
gramme held at `Nazrul
Mancha’, named after the
famous Independence
struggle poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam.

In an apparent reference
to a tacit understanding be-
tween the opposition BJP

and the Left in the state,
she said, “Now, ‘Ram and
Bam’ (BJP and Left) have
become one.”

She said a proper vigi-
lance system at the party
level will be put in place to
“weed out rotten ele-
ments”.

“A proper vigilance sys-
tem will be put in place to
keep a check at the pan-
chayat level. There will be
a check and cross-check
mechanism to look into all
complaints,” she said.

With an eye on West
Bengal panchayat polls due
this year, the ruling
Trinamool Congress also
launched a new campaign
Didir Suraksha Kavach’ to
reach out to people.

The campaign was
launched by the chief min-
ister in the presence of
TMC national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee
and state president
Subrata Bakshi.

“The party will start the
campaign on January 11
and will continue with it

for 60 days. Our party
workers will reach out to
people across the state and
ensure that everyone can
avail of welfare schemes of
the state government,”
Abhishek Banerjee said
while addressing a press
conference.

Just like Duare Sarkar’
(government at your
doorstep), an outreach pro-
gramme of the state gov-
ernment, the objective of
the new campaign will be
to connect with people
through the party’s pro-
gramme, the CM said.

“Around 3.5 lakh party
workers will reach out to
around 10 crore people of
the state. It is being done so
that no one is left out. The
Duare Sarkar’ campaign of
the state government will
continue,” she said.

Banerjee, while speaking
on TMC’s vision as it com-
pleted 25 years on January
1, said the party aims at a
“united India with a
strengthened federal struc-
ture”.

NEW METRO SERVICE

Elderly people take a metro ride on newly-inaugurated Joka-Taratala line of Kolkata
Metro, Monday.

TRANSIT CAMP

Devotees on the way to Gangasagar Mela rest, at Babughat in Kolkata, Monday. 

BRIEF

Sweaters 
ii Barpeta: For over 200

poor young students of
a school in Assam’s
Barpeta district, the
first day of the new
year proved to be a
‘warm’ one, as they re-
ceived sweaters from
good samaritans
among Netizens, fol-
lowing a social media
post by a theatre
group. The movement
started with a teacher
of the school looking
for means to help her
pupils.

Duplex fire 
ii Ahmedabad: A cou-

ple and their eight-
year-old son were
killed in a fire that
broke out in a bed-
room of their duplex
house in Ahmedabad
on Monday morning,
a fire official said. The
victims were in the
bedroom located on
the first floor of the
house when the blaze
erupted at around 5
am, divisional fire offi-
cer Om Jadeja said.

Arrested 
ii Thane: A 38-year-old

man accused in a
murder case in Bihar
and absconding since
December 2021 has
been arrested by po-
lice in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, an of-
ficial said on Monday.
An FIR was regis-
tered at Nathnagar
police station in
Bihar’s Bhagalpur
district after the ac-
cused, Jibrail Jako
Pathan, allegedly
shot dead a 27-year-
old man, Imran, on
December 14, 2021
and fled with the lat-
ter’s motorcycle and
cash worth Rs 10,000,
he said.

Mishap
ii Pilibhit: Two people

were killed and three
seriously injured
when their car’s driv-
er lost control of the
vehicle and rammed
it into a house here,
police said on
Monday. The acci-
dent took place near
Devipura village
under the Sungarhi
police station area on
Sunday evening,
Circle Officer (City)
Satish Shukla said.
The youngsters were
returning from a
New Year picnic or-
ganised near the
Pilibhit Tiger
Reserve, he said,
adding that Nitesh
Gangwar (26) and
Prajwal Yadav (28)
were killed in the ac-
cident.

Held 
ii Kaushambi: A man

has been arrested for
allegedly raping a 14-
year-old girl suffering
from epilepsy on the
pretext of treating her
in Pipri police station
area of the district, po-
lice said on Sunday.
Shravan Kumar
Singh, SHO, Pipri po-
lice station said the
girl has been suffering
from epilepsy for the
past three years and
was undergoing treat-
ment in private hospi-
tals, but there was no
improvement in her
condition.

People collect water
from a source situated
kilometers away, in
Lahaul-Spiti’s Rashel 
village, Monday.

WB CM chief Mamata
Banerjee speaks during the
launch of party’s campaign
‘Didir Suraksha Kavach’, in
Kolkata, Monday. 

Heavy traffic jams, police advise
commuters take alternative routes

Locals block road demanding swift,
stern punishment for culprits

JP Nadda 



FRESH SNOWFALL

Moored boats are seen in Lake Tahoe as a coat of fresh snow is seen on a mountain the morning after a winter

storm pelted the region with a large amount of snow, in South Lake Tahoe, Calif.,Monday.
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Colombo, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Public service in Sri
Lanka is not an eight-hour
job, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe said on
Monday, as he urged public
servants to work overtime
to make the cash-strapped
island a prosperous nation
this year.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial
crisis last year due to a se-
vere paucity of foreign ex-
change reserves that also
sparked political turmoil in
the island nation which led
to the ouster of the all-
powerful Rajapaksa fami-
ly. “Each person’s duties
(public servants) cannot
be limited to 8 hours a day
and 5 days a week. Let’s all
work with commitment.
By the end of 2023, I hope
to take this country for-
ward with the support of
all of you and restore nor-
malcy,” news portal news-
first.lk reported, quoting
Wickremesinghe as say-
ing during an event held at
the President’s Office here

on Monday. The President
said no public servant can
shirk responsibility as 2023
was a crucial year for the

country’s economy.
Incidentally, Sri Lanka

turns 75 as an independent
nation later this year.

National Day, also
known as Independence
Day, is celebrated on
February 4 to commemo-
rate the country’s political
independence from British
rule in 1948. From April to
July, chaos reigned
supreme in Sri Lanka,
with miles-long queues
forming at fuel stations
and irate residents coming
out in thousands blocking
roads.

‘Public service in SL is not
an eight-hour job’

Colombo, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Sri Lanka’s ousted presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
who fled the country in
July last year and then re-
turned after nearly two
months, has applied for
restoration of his US citi-
zenship after he failed to
get asylum in any country,
according to a media re-
port.However, the US gov-
ernment is yet to consider
the request, The Sunday
Times newspaper here re-
ported. In 2019, Rajapaksa
renounced his US citizen-
ship to contest the 2019
presidential polls. As per
Sri Lankan Constitution,
dual citizenship holders

are barred from contesting
elections.

“An appeal by his
lawyers to the US govern-
ment — more pointedly
the Department of State to
restore his citizenship,
which he renounced to
contest the November 2019
presidential election, has
still not been considered,”
the report said on Sunday.

The former president
and his immediate family
are currently in Dubai on
holiday.

Rajapaksa, 73, had made
the appeal for the restora-
tion of his US Citizenship
after he failed to seek asy-
lum in any country upon
fleeing Sri Lanka during
the anti-government
protests in 2022, the report
said.

An appeal to restore US
citizenship previously
held is a costly legal
process and time-consum-
ing, the report said.

The disgraced former
president fled Sri Lanka
on July 13 last year to the
Maldives. From there, he
travelled to Singapore and
then to Thailand.

‘Lanka’s ousted president applies
for US citizenship restoration’

Tokyo, Jan 02 (AP) 

Japan’s Emperor
Naruhito and his family
waved to throngs of New
Year’s well-wishers from
the balcony at the Imperial
Palace on Monday in the
return of a celebration
halted for the past two
years by the pandemic.

Naruhito offered
prayers for people’s happi-
ness and world peace in
their appearance Monday
beside his wife, Empress
Masako, and their daugh-
ter. Princess Aiko, who
turned 21 in December,
was appearing in her first
New Year’s public greet-

ing. Legal adulthood is 20
in Japan and a condition
for taking part in some
events featuring the em-
peror’s family.

Also standing by was
Emperor Emeritus
Akihito, who abdicated in
favour of his son in 2019,
and his wife, Empress
Emerita Michiko.

Naruhito noted the past
few years had been filled
with hardships brought on
by the pandemic.

“These must have been
hard times for many of
you,” he told the crowd

below, many waving small
Japanese flags.

For the last two years,
the emperor skipped the
public greeting and in-
stead sent video messages.
Only those who applied
and were selected in ad-
vance were allowed in the
Imperial Palace grounds
this year because of pan-
demic restrictions on
large crowds.

In September, Naruhito
made his first trip abroad
since the pandemic and
since he ascended to the
Chrysanthemum Throne,

to attend the state funeral
of Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II.

Naruhito studied at
Oxford University and
plays Western classical
music, and his family has
built close relations with
British royalty.

The emperor does not
have political power but
carries symbolic signifi-
cance for Japan, and he is
generally welcomed ador-
ingly by Japanese people
when he attends cultural
events and makes other
public appearances. (AP)

Japanese emperor greets crowd at palace 

Melbourne, Jan 02 (AP) 

Two helicopters collided
in an Australian tourist
hotspot Monday after-
noon, killing four passen-
gers and critically injur-
ing three others in a crash
that drew emergency aid
from beachgoers enjoying
the water during the
southern summer.

One helicopter appeared
to have been taking off
and the other landing
when they collided near
the Sea World theme park
in Main Beach, a northern
beach on the Gold Coast,
Gary Worrell, Queensland
state police acting inspec-
tor, said at a news confer-
ence. One helicopter land-
ed safely on a sandbank,
but debris from the other
was spread across an area
police described as diffi-
cult to access.

The dead and three most
seriously injured people
were all passengers in the
crashed helicopter.

“Members of the public
and police tried to remove
the people and they com-
menced first aid and tried
to get those people to safe-
ty from an airframe that
was upside down,” Worrell
said. “(People on) Jet Skis,
family boaters, ordinary
members of the public
rushed to assist these peo-
ple.”

Passengers in the other
helicopter, which lost its

windscreen in the crash,
are also receiving medical
assistance.

Footage of the crash
showed a helicopter short-
ly after takeoff being
clipped by another heli-
copter flying over the
water.

Sea World Helicopters, a
separate company from
the theme park, expressed
its condolences and said it
was cooperating with the
authorities handling the
crash investigation.

“We and the entire fly-
ing community are devas-
tated by what has hap-
pened and our sincere con-
dolences go to all those in-
volved and especially the
loved ones and family of
the deceased,” the state-

ment said. The company
did not confirm if it oper-
ated one or both helicop-
ters involved in the crash,
saying in the statement it
would not comment fur-
ther because of the inves-
tigation. A witness named
John told Melbourne
radio station 3AW that pa-
trons at Sea World heard
the crash.

He said staff at the
theme park moved swiftly
to close off areas closest to
the crash. “There was a
massive, massive bang,”
he said. “It was just huge.
I’m not sure if it was the
propellers or whatever
hitting against each other.
But there was this poor
lady and her son near the
helipad in tears.”

Queensland Premier
Annastacia Palaszczuk
said the accident was an
“unthinkable tragedy.

“My deepest sympa-
thies are with each of the
families and everyone af-
fected by this terrible ac-
cident,” she said.

Australian Transport
Safety Bureau chief com-
missioner Angus Mitchell
said an investigation into
the cause of the crash was
underway.

Queensland Ambulance
Service said earlier that
13 people were being as-
sessed for injuries.

The Gold Coast region
is at its busiest in
January, the peak time for
holidays in Australia’s
summer.

Helicopters collide over Australian beach

Vienna, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Underlining that differ-
ences must be settled
through talks, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Monday that Prime
Minister Narenrda Modi
has been in contact with
the leaders of Russia and
Ukraine, pressing them to
return to dialogue and
diplomacy as a prolonged
conflict will not serve the
interests of any party.

Jaishankar, who arrived
here from Cyprus on the
second leg of his two-na-
tion tour, made the re-
marks while delivering a
joint press statement after
his productive talks with
Austrian counterpart
Alexander Schallenberg
here. “We sincerely be-
lieve that this is not the
era of war. Differences
must be settled on the ne-
gotiating table. It is imper-
ative that there is a return
to dialogue and diplomacy.
Prolonged conflict will not
serve the interests of any

party. My Prime Minister
has been in contact with
the leaders of both na-
tions, pressing our point of
view,” Jaishankar said.

“We are also increasing-
ly anxious about the
knock-on effects of the
conflict in terms of acces-
sibility and affordability of
fuel food and fertilisers.
This is a growing concern
for the Global South,” he
added.

India has repeatedly
called on Russia and
Ukraine to return to the
path of diplomacy and dia-
logue and end their ongo-
ing conflict.

Prime Minister Modi
has spoken to the presi-
dents of Russia and
Ukraine on multiple occa-
sions and urged for imme-
diate cessation of hostili-
ties and return to the path
of diplomacy and dialogue
for the resolution of the
conflict.

In his bilateral meeting
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in
Uzbekistan on September
16, Modi said “today’s era
is not of war” and nudged
him to end the conflict.

India has not yet criti-
cised the Russian attack
on Ukraine and has been
maintaining that the crisis
should be resolved
through dialogue.

Jaishankar said Austria
is an important partner
for India in the European
Union at a time when it
seeks to upgrade its rela-
tionship. “We appreciate
its strong support for the
negotiations underway on
the FTA, the investment
agreement and the geo-
graphical indicators

agreement. Their conclu-
sion will obviously have a
positive impact on our bi-
lateral economic partner-
ship as well,” he said.

“Let me underline that
we view Austria as a seri-
ous and consequential
partner when it comes to
bilateral cooperation. You
have experiences and ca-
pabilities that are relevant
to India’s modernisation
and progress,” he said.

The two countries have
currently trade turnover
of approximately USD 2.5
billion. More than 150
Australian companies are
present in India. “We
would like those numbers
also to grow,” the minister
said. “There are many
Austrian companies who
can more actively con-
tribute to our national pri-
orities. Similarly, our en-
terprises too can generate
value and employment
when located in Austria.
Our responsibility as min-
isters is to make sure that
such partnerships hap-
pen,” he said.

‘Modi in contact with leaders
of Russia and Ukraine’

S Jaishankar

Two cashed helicopters sit on the sand at a collision scene near Seaworld, on the Gold
Coast, Australia, Monday.

p 4 passengers dead p After COVID hiatus

Baby’s body found in
dam; mother arrested
TThheessssaalloonniikkii,,  JJaann  0022  ((AAPP))
A woman has been
arrested in northern
Greece after her 11-
month-old daughter was
found dead in an irriga-
tion dam, police said
Monday.

The 29-year-old sus-
pect, whose name wasn’t
provided by authorities, is
due to appear before a
public prosecutor later
Monday to face murder
charges. Police rescuers
found the baby’s body in
the Aliakmonas Dam,
about 500 kilometres (310
miles) north of Athens.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa

Ranil Wickremesinghe

7th August, 2021 was a mo-
mentous occasion for

India, A javelin from an athlete
named Neeraj Chopra made us
proud by fetching us the gold medal
in the Tokyo Olympics. A small act in
the epilogue of this story didn’t
make it to the headlines, that of the
champion donating his javelin for
the purpose for auctioning for the
Namami Gange Program. A tradition
initiated by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, the auctioning of gifts re-
ceived by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister for the program underlines
his personal involvement and
Government’s immense commit-
ment and belief in it. Similarly, on 15
December 2022, this commitment
achieved partial fructification when
it was recognized by the United
Nations as one of world’s top 10
ecosystem restoration programs. In
his Mann Ki Baat address the
Hon’ble Prime Minister rightly stat-
ed that this was a proof of the coun-
try’s “willpower and tireless efforts”
and shows a new path to the world.
Namami Gange’s story traces it way
back to 2014 when the Hon’ble
Prime Minister launched the pro-
gram to restore the river Ganga to
its fabled glory. Enthused by the vi-
sion of Aviral (unrestricted flow) and
Nirmal (unpolluted flow) Gange, a
holistic and integrated approach
was initiated. This approach was
further reinforced by the three verti-
cals of Jan Ganga (public participa-
tion and people-river connect), Gyan
Ganga (research and knowledge
management) and Arth Ganga (self-
sustainable economic model).

So far, 406 projects worth Rs

32,898 crore have been sanctioned
for sewage treatment infrastruc-
ture, river front development, river
surface cleaning, bio-diversity pro-
tection, afforestation, public aware-
ness, industrial effluent monitoring,
Arth Ganga among others. Out of
these, 225 projects have been com-
pleted, the remaining are under vari-
ous stages of execution. About 177
sewerage infrastructure projects
have been sanctioned in the Ganga
Basin for the creation of 5,270 MLD
treatment capacity and 5,211 km
sewer network. Several of these
projects for sewerage management
have been completed. With a large
part of the initial stage achieved,
armed with renewed vigor and pre-
cious experience, we are initiating
Namami Gange 2, which has now
been extended to the tributaries
such as River Yamuna and sub tribu-
taries like Kali, Gomti, Hindon,
Damodar etc. A major reason behind
the program’s success is the Hybrid
Annuity Model under Public Private
Partnership mode (HAM-PPP), a
hitherto unknown approach in the
wastewater sector. Under HAM
model, up to 40% of the construc-
tion cost of waste water treatment
plants is paid to the operators by the
Government and the remaining is re-
leased over a period of 15 years
after assessing their performance
standards. Similarly, “One City One
Operator Model” has been intro-
duced that envisages a one stop so-
lution for city wide sewage treat-
ment. While HAM ensures commit-
ment, performance and sustainabili-
ty by the operators, “One city, one
Operator” ensures single ownership

and accountability.
For industrial pollution abate-

ment, Grossly Polluting Industries
(GPIs) have been identified and are
being monitored by reputed third
party technical institutions. This has
resulted in improved compliance by
industries. A glowing success of this
is the construction of the 20 MLD
Common Effluent Treatment Plants
(CETP) for Jajmau tannery cluster at
Kanpur (largest of its type in the
country). To aid this change, Under
Namami Gange Programme, for the
first time, the right of the river over
its own water was recognized
through an E-Flow Notification in
October 2018. The positive results
being yielded under the Program are
increasingly being seen as Model
River Rejuvenation Programme for
other rivers of the country. The sig-
nificant improvement in Ganga’s
water quality at several locations
testify its success, while in 2018,
there were four polluted stretches
on the main stem of the river, in
2021 none of the stretches are in pri-
ority I (BoD>30 ml) to IV (BoD>6-
10) and only two stretches are in the
least polluted priority V (BoD>3-6).
Ganga’s environmental cleansing
has aided the spiritual cleansing of
the people of India, and this was wit-
nessed when more than 20 crore
people took bath in it during the
Kumbh. Increased sightings of
Gangetic Dolphins, Gharials, Otters
and other aquatic species serve as a
reminder of the same every day.
Even minute details like rejuvenat-
ing local fish species have been
taken care of under the National
Ranching Program-2022. This ap-
proach is most notable in the in-
creased population of the highly lu-
crative Hilsa Fish and subsequent
prosperity of our fishermen.
Multipronged and holistic in nature,
the program has resulted in the af-
forestation of 30,000 hectares in the
Ganga basin, Spring Rejuvenation,
Wetland Conservation, Rejuvenation
of Traditional Water Bodies and
Reuse of Treated water.

The Prime Minister also espoused
the Arth Ganga concept in 2019 dur-
ing the first meeting of the National
Ganga Council. The central idea of

“Arth Ganga” is linking people and
the river Ganga through the bridge
of economics in line with the slogan
of “Banking on River Ganga”. Both
Jan Ganga and Arth Ganga have now
become the engine to transform
Namami Gange into a Jan Andolan.
The past few months have been
eventful for the program, six new
verticals have been identified under
Arth Ganga which are Zero Budget
natural farming, Monetization and
Reuse of Sludge & Wastewater,
Livelihood Generation Opportunities
such as ‘Ghat Mein Haat’, promotion
of local products, Ayurveda, medici-
nal plants etc, Public Participation to
ensure increased synergies between
stakeholders, Cultural Heritage &
Tourism that looks to introduce boat
tourism through community jettis,
promotion of yoga, adventure
tourism and Ganga Artis and
Institutional Building by enhancing
the local capacities for better decen-
tralized water governance. The es-
tablishment of Jalaj Kendras, as
mentioned by the Hon’ble PM, is
also a step towards building a sus-
tainable river centric economic
model. Out of 75 Jalaj Kendras, 26
have already been launched. It is an
initiative to create livelihood oppor-
tunities for those living on the banks
of the river by setting up facilities
and providing handholding to the
local people. The New phase of
Namami Gange can’t come at a
more opportune time, when we are
remembering the great Atalji on his
birth anniversary, celebrating India’s
Amrit Kaal and India’s elevation to
the G20 Presidency. It was Atalji who
had once said, “India is not only a
piece of land, here in every stone
there is Lord Shiva and every drop of
water is Ganga Jal”. The stalwart
would surely be smiling from the
heavens when he sees us actualizing
his dream, he would surely be proud
of our ascendancy on the world
stage as an environmental champi-
on while holding steadfast to the
ideals of ‘One Earth One Family One
Future’ in the true spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

((TThhee  WWrriitteerr  iiss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr  
ffoorr  JJaall  SShhaakkttii  ))
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Border skirmishes 
Despite a number of mil-

itary-level talks between
India and China, there
have been reports of fre-
quent border skirmishes
between the troops of both
the countries from time to
time. Few are unaware that
an ill-defined 3,440 km-long
disputed border is the root
cause of the long-standing
border tensions.
Competition between the
two giants to build infra-
structure along the border
is also one of the major
causes. Besides, one of the
main triggers for the fre-
quent clashes between the
Indian and Chinese troops
is India's construction of a
new road to a high-altitude
air base. It's high time the
Indian government assess-
es other non-military poli-
cy options apart from the
blanket calls for boycotting
Chinese products. It should
also increase scrutiny on
inbound investment and
there must be restrictions
on Chinese equipment in
India's large and growing
telecom sectors. Moreover,
involvement of the Chinese
companies in building 5G
infrastructure should be
banned. It's felt that the
government can handle the
frequent border skirmish-
es by re-examining its level
of interaction in other
areas. Last but not the
least, every country should
promote the ethical con-
cept of universal brother-
hood. The feeling of togeth-
erness and peace needs to
be instilled in every young
mind as the earth is the
common property of
mankind.

Dipen Gogoi, via mail

Room B-201
Many may know that

during the FIFA 2022 World
Cup the entire Argentine
team had stayed in the
Qatar University campus,
where the players were ac-
corded similar accommo-
dation and facilities that a
student of the university
would get. This naturally
will evoke keen interest for
plenty of visitors to the
university to know that in
which room of the campus
the Argentine legend
Lionel Messi had stayed
during the campaign.
Playing a pivotal role in
every game, the left-footed
genius ended his country's
36-year-long wait to win the
prestigious trophy in Qatar.
To immortalize the feat,
therefore, the University of
Qatar has decided to con-
vert Room B-201, where
Messi had stayed, into a
miniature museum.
Interestingly, the room and
the entire area of the uni-
versity campus now sport a
new look with a blue and
white theme to match the
Argentine team's jersey.
This is indeed a huge hon-
our for Messi and
Argentina. Perhaps, hence-
forth in sporting lingo,
number '201' will resonate
with Messi and World Cup
football.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, Chennai 
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People wearing traditional attire take out tableaux of traditional costumes and dishes during the 'Manali Winter Carnival 2023',
in Manali, Monday.

TRADITIONAL COSTUMES

B
y a majority verdict, the Supreme Court on
Monday upheld the government's 2016 decision to

demonetise the currency notes of Rs 1,000 and Rs 500
denominations. A five-judge Constitution bench of the
apex court, headed by Justice S A Nazeer, said the
Centre's decision-making process could not have been
flawed as there was consultation between the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and the Union government. The
court said the notification dated November 8, 2016,
which announced the decision to scrap the high-value
currency notes, cannot be said to be unreasonable and
struck down on the ground of decision-making process.
The apex court said it is not relevant whether the objec-
tive behind the decision was achieved or not. "The noti-
fication dated November 8, 2016 valid, satisfies test of
proportionality," the bench, also comprising justices B R
Gavai, A S Bopanna, V Ramasubramanian and B V
Nagarathna, said. Justice Nagarathna differed from the
majority judgment on the point of the Centre's powers
under section 26(2) of the RBI Act. There has to be great
restraint in matters of economic policy and the court
cannot supplant the wisdom of the executive by a judi-
cial review of its decision, a five-judge Constitution
bench of the apex court, headed by Justice S A Nazeer,
said. "Parliament should have discussed the law on de-
monetisation, the process should not have been done
through a gazette notification. Parliament cannot be left
aloof on an issue of such critical importance for the
country," Justice Nagarathna said. She also said there
was no independent application of mind by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and only its opinion was sought,
which cannot be said to be a recommendation. The
bench, also comprising justices B R Gavai, A S Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian, said the Centre's decision-
making process could not have been flawed as there
was consultation between the RBI and the Union gov-
ernment. The top court's judgment came on a batch of
58 petitions challenging the demonetisation exercise
announced by the Centre on November 8, 2016.

B lack carbon aerosols have indirectly affected the
mass gain of the Tibetan Plateau glaciers by

changing long-range water vapour transport from the
South Asian monsoon region, a study has found. The
South Asia region adjacent to the Tibetan Plateau has
among the highest levels of black carbon emission in
the world, the researchers said. Black carbon aerosols
are produced by the incomplete combustion of fossil
fuels and biomass, and are characterised by strong light
absorption. Many studies have emphasised black car-
bon aerosols from South Asia can be transported across
the Himalayas to the inland region of the Tibetan
Plateau. Researchers noted that black carbon deposi-
tion in snow reduces the albedo of surfaces -- a measure
of how much of Sun's radiations are reflected -- which
may accelerate the melting of glaciers and snow cover,
thus changing the hydrological process and water re-
sources in the region. The study, published in Nature
Communications, found that since the 21st century,
South Asian black carbon aerosols have indirectly af-
fected the mass gain of the Tibetan Plateau glaciers by
changing long-range water vapour transport from the
South Asian monsoon region. "Black carbon aerosols in
South Asia heat up the middle and upper atmosphere,
thus increasing the North South temperature gradient,"
said Professor KANG Shichang from Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS). 

"Accordingly, the convective activity in South Asia is
enhanced, which causes convergence of water vapour
in South Asia. Meanwhile, black carbon also increases
the number of cloud condensation nuclei in the atmos-
phere," Shichang said. These changes in meteorological
conditions caused by black carbon aerosols make more
water vapour form precipitation in South Asia, and the
northward transport to the Tibetan Plateau was weak-
ened, the researchers said. As a result, precipitation in
the central and the southern Tibetan Plateau decreases
during the monsoon, especially in the southern Tibetan
Plateau, they said. The decrease in precipitation further
leads to a decrease of mass gain of glaciers. From 2007
to 2016, the reduced mass gain by precipitation de-
crease accounted for 11 per cent of the average glacier
mass loss on the Tibetan Plateau and 22.1 per cent in
the Himalayas. "The transboundary transport and depo-
sition of black carbon aerosols from South Asia acceler-
ate glacier ablation over the Tibetan Plateau.
"Meanwhile, the reduction of summer precipitation
over the Tibetan Plateau will reduce the mass gain of
plateau glaciers, which will increase the amount of gla-
cier mass deficit," Shichang added.

Black carbon aerosols
increase glacial mass loss

over Tibetan plateau

SC upholds demonetisation

Namami Gange: A Nirmal and viral
testimony of  country’s willpower

Tirthankar Mitra

I ndia will witness a slew of
elections in 2023 together

with the answer to the so far unan-
swered question whether Rahul
Gandhi can rediscover leadership
initiative in search of which he has
failed and faltered in the last eight
years of Narendra Modi’s rule. For
2023 is dotted with elections which
inarguably pen the political script
of 2024 Lok Sabha polls. Even as
Rahul Gandhi continues to march
in his Bharat Jodo Yatra it needs to
be seen whether his walk revives
Congress as the election results
will reveal and pose a challenge to
the popularity of Narendra Modi
who is nearing the end of his sec-
ond term in May 2024.

Elections are scheduled to be
held in Tripura, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Mizoram and Telangana. With BJP

and Congress as the principal po-
litical protagonists and Aam Aadmi
Party and Trinamool Congress
pitching in, the outcome of the
elections will be a pointer which
way the political wind is blowing.
Alliances will be cobbled up and
party policies redrawn as the key
players have tested the water for
the big fight next year.  The last
thing that BJP can do is to rest on
its laurels resounding victories in
Gujarat, UP, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur notwithstanding.

Come 2023 elections, the
Congress fancies it’s chances in
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh.
It’s leadership feels it will be en-
trenched in Chhattisgarh. The
biggest challenge to the
Opposition leadership and of
course, the Congress is how effec-
tively it counters politics of polari-
sation. It is likely to worsen in the
poll season. For the fate of more
than 100 Lok Sabha seats will be

linked to the electoral success or
failure of the elections in the nine
states. Though it has to be taken in
consideration that these results
will not be the final word as BJP
having lost to Congress in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, a year later defeat-
ed its opponent in the Lok Sabha
polls. The AAP has bigger areas of
influence in its sight as it has ambi-
tions of becoming a national level
political player. Its success in
Punjab and small but significant
forays in Goa and Gujarat has
made AAP a bankable participant
in 2023 poll race.

Now is the time now for Rahul
Gandhi to identify himself as a
match winner for his party after
having criss crossed the country.
Of course, he is far from stepping
into the shoes of the great man
who stirred his countrymen
through his Dandi march, time is
nigh for the Gandhi scion to dis-

play his leadership acumen.
Having stayed away from the 2022
assembly elections in the later part
of the year as he was in BJY, the
2023 state elections are an acid
test for him. For they pose a chal-
lenge and offer an opportunity.
The Congress tasted success in
Himachal Pradesh election after a
four year drought. But having
faced humiliating defeats in
Punjab and Gujarat it is back to a
square one. Triumphant return of
Congress to national politics as
principal challenger to BJP is to be
scripted in these 2023 elections.
Therein lies the Yatra’s success as
it would otherwise be dubbed a
journey, without political dividends
in terms of power. Uniting the peo-
ple has been stated to be the goal
of BJY which many has derided as
a maverick’s meanderings.
Success in these state elections
will see Rahul Gandhi as an astute
leader with his finger on the peo-

ple’s pulse. Even as Rahul Gandhi
is between the poles of revive or
perish, another challenge lies
ahead of him. In the event of an
electoral success it has to be
viewed as the triumph of his party
and not his person as personality
cult has been the bane Congress
since the days of his grandmother,
Indira Gandhi.

BJY aimed to address citizens.
Electoral success or the lack of it
in the coming elections will spell
out whether Rahul Gandhi has
been able to reach out to larger
number of the voters  than Prime
Narendra Narendra Modi or fallen
short of it. The response of other
Opposition parties to join BJY has
been lukewarm to say the least.
They will flock to the Congress
following a resounding electoral
success in 2023 state election but
otherwise the grand old party will
be no match compared to the BJP
on Lok Sabha eve. 

State elections will prove Rahul Gandhi’s mass acceptance
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Appointment

New Delhi: Hyundai
Motor India Ltd on
Monday announced
senior management
elevations, including
that of Tarun Garg as
Chief Operating
Officer. Garg, who was
earlier Director
(Sales, Marketing &
Service) will oversee
sales, marketing, serv-
ice and product strate-
gy in his new role,
Hyundai Motor India
Ltd (HMIL) said in a
statement. As part of
the changes in its sen-
ior management lead-
ership, HMIL also said
Gopala Krishnan CS,
Vice President
(Production) has been
elevated as Chief
Manufacturing
Officer (CMO) over-
seeing production,
quality management
and supply chain. The
elevations are effec-
tive from January 1,
2023, it added.

Coffee exports 
New Delhi: Coffee
shipments from India,
Asia’s third-largest
producer and ex-
porter, rose 1.66 per
cent to 4 lakh tonne in
2022 on rise in instant
coffee exports and re-
exports, according to
the Coffee Board.
Exports stood at 3.93
lakh tonne in 2021. In
value terms, coffee ex-
port was higher at Rs
8,762.47 crore in 2022
as against Rs 6,984.67
crore in the previous
year. India ships both
Robusta and Arabica
varieties, besides in-
stant coffee.
According to the
Board’s latest data,
shipment of Robusta
coffee declined mar-
ginally to 2,20,974
tonne in 2022 from
2,20,997 tonne in the
previous year.

OYO bookings

New Delhi, Jan 02:
Travel tech firm OYO
witnessed a record 4.5
lakh-plus bookings on
New Year’s eve, its
highest bookings per
hotel per day for India
in the last 5 years,
Founder and Group
CEO Ritesh Agarwal
said. In a series of
tweets, Agarwal spoke
about the “busiest day
of the year” for the
travel technology
company and shared
that OYO saw higher
bookings in Varanasi
as compared to Goa.
“Over 450k-plus book-
ings were made on
this New Year’s Eve
globally. This is 35 per
cent more than last
year. We are also see-
ing the highest book-
ings per hotel per day
for India in the last 5
years,” Agarwal in-
formed. The year 2022
saw a major uptick in
travel and tourism.
Globally, leisure desti-
nations have led the
travel recovery curve,
while in India, busi-
ness and cultural trav-
el have significantly
contributed to the sec-
tor. “Bookings 
from Goa are rising by
the hour.

METRO RIDE

People board and deboard a metro train on newly-inaugurated Joka-Taratala line of Kolkata Metro, Monday,
Jan. 2, 2023. It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Dec. 30, 2022.

New Delhi, Jan 02:  

The Indian economy re-
covered from the COVID-
induced downturn during
2022 and is poised for fur-
ther improvement in the
coming quarters though
downside risks emanating
from geopolitical tensions,
strengthening dollar and
elevated inflation will con-
tinue. The positive trajecto-
ry in the growth trend and
improved fundamentals
will help the nation in neu-
tralising the impact of
global headwinds which
are expected to have a bear-
ing on the country’s ex-
ports in the months to
come. The challenges be-
fore the government and
the Reserve Bank in the
new year would be to ar-
rest inflation, check declin-
ing value of rupee against
US dollar and promote pri-
vate investment and
growth, with a view to en-
sure that the country re-
mains one the fastest grow-

ing major economies of the
world. India recorded a
growth of 9.7 per cent in
the first half of 2022-23
(April-September), as
against 5.6 per cent in
Indonesia, 3.4 per cent in
the UK, 3.3 per cent in
Mexico, 3.2 per cent in the
Euro area, 2.5 per cent in
France, 2.2 per cent in
China, 1.8 per cent in the
USA and 1.7 per cent in
Japan. “From the view-
point of India, in terms of
headwinds originating
abroad, the worst is proba-
bly behind us ... Overall, I

still expect us to end the
current fiscal year with a
growth rate exceeding 7
per cent. “Next year, the 7
per cent growth rate
should sustain assuming
the forthcoming Budget
does not have any negative
surprises,” opined former
vice-chairman of the Niti
Aayog and noted econo-
mist Arvind Panagariya.
The biggest problem the
economy faced was persist-
ent high inflation which re-
mained above the Reserve
Bank’s comfort level for the
most of the year. Infact, the

RBI had to file a report to
the central government on
why it failed to check infla-
tion. The depreciating
rupee against the US dollar
too remained a challenge
for policy makers making
imports costlier and in
turn impacting the coun-
try’s current account
deficit. The rupee, accord-
ing to analysts, will contin-
ue to remain under pres-
sure in the coming months.
Exports too faced global
headwinds and the things
may not be rosy either in
2023, because of recession
in key western markets
and geo-political crisis due
to the Russia-Ukraine war.
Later months of 2022 wit-
nessed lots of job cuts in
the technology segment
amid global economic tur-
moil, though a mixed bag
of opportunities is likely to
greet job aspirants in the
New Year as telecom and
services-oriented sectors
are anticipated to acceler-
ate hiring.

Indian economy poised for further 
growth in 2023 despite global headwinds

Washington, Jan 02:  

A third of the global
economy will be in reces-
sion this year, the IMF
chief has said, and warned
that 2023 will be “tougher”
than last year as the US,
EU and China will see their
economies slow down.
Kristalina Georgieva, the
chief of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
made these grim asser-
tions on Sunday during a
CBS news programme
“Face the Nation.” It comes
at a time when the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine shows
no signs of abating after
more than 10 months, with
spiralling inflation, higher
interest rates and the surge
in coronavirus infections
in China fuelled by the
Omicron variant. “We ex-
pect one-third of the world
economy to be in reces-
sion,” Georgieva said on
the news programme. The
year 2023 will be tougher

than last year because the
economies of the US, the
EU and China will slow
down, she said. “Even in
countries that are not in re-
cession, it would feel like a
recession for hundreds of
millions of people,” she ex-
plained. In October last
year, the IMF trimmed its
growth forecast for 2023.
“Global growth is forecast
to slow from 6 per cent in
2021 to 3.2 per cent in 2022
and 2.7 per cent in 2023.
This is the weakest growth
profile since 2001 except for
the global financial crisis
and the acute phase of the
COVID-19 pandemic,” it
said.

Recession will hit a 
third of the world this year,

warns IMF chief

NMDC hikes iron
ore lump rates by

Rs 200/ton
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  0022:: State-
owned NMDC on Monday
announced that it has hiked the
prices of iron ore lumps by Rs
200 to Rs 4,300 per tonne. The
country’s largest iron ore miner
has also increased rates of iron
ore fines by Rs 500 to Rs
3,410/tonne, NMDC said in a
regulatory filing. The prices are
effective January 1, and
exclude royalty, district mineral
fund (DMF), National Mineral
Exploration Trust (DMET), cess,
forest permit fee and other
taxes, the company said. Lump
ore or high-grade iron contains
65.53 per cent Fe (iron), while
fines are inferior grade ore with
64 per cent and less Fe content.
In the last price revision
announced on November 30,
NMDC had fixed the rate of the
lump at Rs 4,100 per tonne and
that of fines at Rs 2,910 a tonne
with immediate effect. Iron ore
is one of the key raw materials
used in the manufacturing of
steel, and any movement in its
prices has a direct impact on
the rates of the steel, an alloy
widely used in segments such
as construction, infrastructure,
automobile and railways. 

Mumbai, Jan 02: 

Bajaj Auto, the world’s
most valuable two-wheel-
er and three-wheeler com-
pany, has launched the
all-new Pulsar P150 in
India. This highly agile
and manoeuvrable bike
comes with a modern,
sporty design that com-
plements its powerful and
refined 150cc engine giv-
ing riders a great-to-look-
at, great-to-ride machine.
After the 250cc (N250 and
F250) and 160cc (N160)
versions, this is Pulsar’s
third offering on the all-
new platform that was
launched in October 2021.

The new Pulsar P150
has been engineered to
significantly enhance the
signature ‘Pulsar rush’
due to improved power
delivery, sportier design
and reduced weight. In
this new avatar, the P150

uses all the enhance-
ments of the new Pulsar
platform to inspire a new
generation of Pulsar rid-
ers by amping up all the
things Pulsar is famous
for. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rakesh Sharma,

Executive Director –
Bajaj Auto Ltd., said,
“Two decades ago, Pulsar
150 created the genre of
sports sporty street mo-
torcycling. With the
launch of the all-new
Pulsar P150, we have

again raised the perform-
ance bar! The P150s are a
great addition to the new
Pulsar platform, which
has already seen the
launch of the 250s and the
dual-channel-ABS-fitted
N160. Engineering and
design excellence com-
bined with an intimate
knowledge of the cus-
tomer have shaped the
Pulsar P150, which is sure
to delight its vast cus-
tomer base!” The Pulsar
P150 is attractively priced
at Rs 1,20,454 (ex-show-
room) for twin-disc vari-
ant and Rs 1,17,453 (ex-
showroom) for single-disc
variant. It will be avail-
able in 5 colours for both
variants – Racing Red,
Caribbean Blue, Ebony
Black Red, Ebony Black
Blue and Ebony Black
White. The motorcycle
was launched in Raipur
today.

Bajaj Auto launches the all-new Pulsar P150

New Delhi, Jan 02: 

Online gaming compa-
nies will not be allowed to
engage in betting on the
outcome of games under
the principle laid in draft
rules, Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on
Monday. The minister said
that as of now, all permis-
sible online gaming will
need to be registered with
a self-regulatory organisa-
tion that will be account-
able to the online gaming
rules. “As per the princi-
ples laid under the rule,
wagering on the outcome
of game will not be al-
lowed. All online gaming
companies will have to
register with the self-regu-
latory body that will de-
cide on the action required
to be taken as per the

rules,” Chandrasekhar
said. The Ministry of
Electronics and IT has
published draft rules for
online gaming companies
and has invited comments
on the same by January 17.
The government has pro-
posed a self-regulatory
mechanism, mandatory
verification of players and
physical Indian address
for online gaming compa-

nies, according to the draft
online gaming rules.
Online gaming companies
will be covered under the
new IT rules that were is-
sued in 2021 for social
media platforms. Online
gaming platforms are ex-
pected to comply with the
laws of the land, including
any such law that relates
to gambling or betting. “If
you bet on an outcome of
the game, it is prohibited.
The self-regulatory organi-
sations will develop filters
and tests required to de-
cide permissible gaming,
be it a game of chance or
game of skills or anything
else,” Chandrasekhar
said. He said that the ob-
jective of the rule is to
grow the online gaming
sector and encourage in-
novation. “We are not
policing.

Betting on outcomes of games will not be
allowed; rules expected in Feb : MoS IT

Mumbai, Jan 02:  

The RBI on Monday said
state-owned SBI, along
with private sector lenders
ICICI Bank and HDFC
Bank continue to be
Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs)
or institutions which are
‘too big to fail’. SIBs are
perceived as banks that
are ‘too big to fail (TBTF)’.
This perception of TBTF
creates an expectation of
government support for
these lenders in times of
distress. Due to this, these
banks enjoy certain ad-
vantages in the funding
markets. “SBI, ICICI Bank
and HDFC Bank continue
to be identified as
Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs),
under the same bucketing
structure as in the 2021 list

of D-SIBs,” the Reserve
Bank said in a statement.
The additional Common
Equity Tier 1 (CET1) re-
quirement for D-SIBs was
phased-in from April 1,
2016 and became fully ef-
fective from April 1, 2019.
The additional CET1 re-
quirement will be in addi-
tion to the capital conser-
vation buffer.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) had an-
nounced SBI and ICICI
Bank as D-SIBs in 2015 and
2016. Based on data collect-
ed from banks as on
March 31, 2017, HDFC
Bank was also classified as
a D-SIB. The current up-
date is based on data col-
lected from banks as on
March 31, 2022. The frame-
work for dealing with D-
SIBs was issued in July
2014.

SBI, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank 
continue to remain systemically

important banks: RBI

New Delhi, Jan 02:  

India’s manufacturing
sector activity rose to a 13-
month high in December,
supported by healthy in-
flows of new business and
strong demand conditions,
according to a monthly
survey. The seasonally ad-
justed S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) stood at 57.8 in

December, up from 55.7 in
November, as business
conditions improved to the
greatest extent in over two
years. The December PMI
data pointed to an im-
provement in overall oper-
ating conditions for the
18th straight month. In
PMI parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion
while a score below 50 in-
dicates contraction.
“Following a promising

start to 2022, the Indian
manufacturing industry
maintained a strong per-
formance as time pro-
gressed, wrapping the
year with the best expan-
sion in production seen
since November 2021,”
Pollyanna De Lima,
Economics Associate
Director at S&P Global
Market Intelligence, said.

Hiring activity was
stretched to December,
while more inputs were ac-
quired as firms sought to
supplement production
and add to their invento-
ries. Demand resilience
boosted sales growth in
December. Panellists con-
tinued to obtain healthy
inflows of new business,
and stepped up production
to the greatest extent seen
since November 2021.

India’s mfg PMI hits 13-month high in 
Dec on rise in new orders, strong demand

New Delhi, Jan 02: 

Six years after the
shock move to ban 86 per
cent of the currency in
circulation, cash is still
the king with official data
showing close to doubling
of cash with the public.
The value of the curren-
cy in circulation (or pub-
lic holding of cash) stood
at Rs 32.42 lakh crore as
on December 23, 2022, ac-
cording to Reserve Bank
data. This compares to Rs
17.74 lakh crore worth of
notes in circulation (NiC)
on November 4, 2016, days
before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced outlawing of old
1,000 and 500 rupee notes
to target black money
and fight corruption. NiC
fell to about Rs 9 lakh
crore after demonetisa-

tion. Compared with
January 6, 2017, the cash
in circulation has seen a
more than 3-fold or 260
per cent jump, while from
November 4, 2016, it has
seen about 83 per cent
rise. After the shock an-
nouncement, the govern-
ment gave a limited-time
window for the public to
return the banned cur-
rency. According to the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), almost the entire

amount of currency
withdrawn was turned
in. The total value of
notes returned by the
public was Rs 15.3 lakh
crore or 99.3 per cent of
the total of Rs 15.4 lakh
crore of notes in circula-
tion on November 8, 2016.
This raised questions
over the purpose of a
shock move that trig-
gered a sharp slowdown
in the economy and put
the public to hardship.

Six yrs after Demo: Cash is king,
circulation up 83 pc over 2016

Mumbai, Jan 02:

Transform Schools,
People For Action
launches Masti Ki
Paathshaala - a joyful
learning initiative in the
government schools in
partnership with
SCERT, Chhattisgarh.
The 12-hours fun learn-
ing Masti Ki
Paathshaala will be
rolled out via digital
mode through DIKSHA
platform.

The fun activity-based
content will engage stu-
dents of grades 6-9 in
socio-emotional learn-
ing, foundational con-
cepts of environment
and ecosystem science,

and outdoor DIY activi-
ties to build responsibili-
ty among students to
their immediate envi-
ronment. The second
edition of Masti Ki
Paathshaala is aimed at
helping students to re-
engage with learning
using a thoughtfully cu-
rated set of interactive
learning content that
students can work at
their own pace.

The students will en-
gage with learning in a
way that sparks their cu-
riosity and the interest
in learning more, build-
ing conceptual clarity
and awareness of how
this fits into 21st century
real life scenarios.

Transform Schools
launches IInd edition of

Masti Ki Paathshaala

P athaan is being touted
as India’s biggest ever

action spectacle that audi-
ences have ever seen on the
big screen. The visually
spectacular Yash Raj Films’
action extravaganza,
Pathaan, is part of Aditya
Chopra’s ambitious spy uni-
verse and has the biggest
superstars of the country
Shah Rukh Khan, Deepika
Padukone and John
Abraham in it. The makers
are constantly dropping
breadcrumbs to the fans
and audiences so that they
are constantly discovering
new information about this
most anticipated film in re-
cent times. It looks like YRF
released the jukebox of
Pathaan on Friday and it in-
terestingly has a Pathaan
theme track and a Jim
theme track which led to
fans figuring out that John,
who plays Pathaan’s arch-
enemy, is going to be called
Jim! Director Siddharth
Anand had earlier revealed
that he will present John in
a super slick avatar in
Pathaan. He had said, “I
have always believed in the
fact that the villain’s projec-
tion should be as big, if not
bigger than that of the
hero’s. Only when the vil-
lain is massive, can the tus-
sle between them be spec-
tacular. And we have an ex-
traordinary battle when
SRK takes on John!” YRF’s
adrenaline pumping film is
set to release on Jan 25, 2023
in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

ACROSS

1. Belfry dwellers

5. Urgent abbr.

9. Slowpoke

14. Long, narrative poem

15. Eat in style

16. Brief

17. Handling

19. Pinnacles

20. Turtle

21. Adjusted beforehand

22. Printers’ measures

23. Gallery contents

24. Norms

25. Church official

27. Posted

31. Chimney residue

35. ____ versus Wade

36. Froster

37. City transportation

38. Little

40. Biblical pronoun

41. Excuse me!

42. Umpire’s cry

43. Long ago

44. Ditty

45. Spanish party

49. Practice boxing

51. Court divider

52. Agent (abbr.)

55. Fix

58. Scenic view

60. Cook’s oil

61. Ambulance worker

62. Modify

63. Store sign

64. Fine sand

65. Raises children

66. “____ of Eden”

67. Playthings

DOWN

1. Midler or Davis

2. Kitchen garb

3. Cake layers

4. Beat it!

5. Respect

6. Nap

7. Green Gables girl

8. Teacher’s favorite

9. Drummer Ringo ____

10. Requirement

11. Upper limbs

12. Understood! (2 wds.)

13. For fear that

18. Warty amphibian

21. Discussion group

24. Swimming spot

26. Box

28. Reverberate

29. At no time, in verse

30. Family diagram

31. Right away!

32. Honolulu’s island

33. Plow-pulling animals

34. Modern convenience

38. As yet (2 wds.)

39. Naturalist John ____

46. Traps

47. Renter

48. Molecule component

50. Wharves

52. CB ____

53. Poet ____ Dickinson

54. Treaties

55. Jungle sound

56. She, in Paris

57. Mideast bread

58. Father

59. Relax

61. Edgar Allan ____
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AA  ngoori and Anita Bhabi
virtually meet their

#SabseBadeDeewaneMastane
this Valentine’s Month - &TV
invited fans of Angoori Bhabi
(Shubhangi Atre) and Anita
Bhabi (Nehha Pendse) from
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai to
#ShareYourLove by participat-
ing in the
#SabseBadeDeewaneMastane
campaign. As part of this
month-long campaign in
February, fans got the chance
to express their love and affec-
tion for their favourite Bhabijis
in the way they can and prefer.
Be it poetry, sketches, mes-
sages, Shayari, songs, etc.
Fans conveyed their messages
on &TV’s social media handles
(@AndTVOfficial) on
Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter via the comment sec-
tion of its announcement video
post or through direct mes-
sages. Towards the end of the
month, all the participating

fans were sent a direct link for
a virtual meet and greeted
with Angoori Bhabi.
Watch and Win with &TV’s Ek
Mahanayak – Dr B.R.
Ambedkar -  Between April 1st
and April 29th, &TV launched a
"Watch and Win" contest.
During the show's episode, a
simple question related to
Babasaheb's life journey was
asked, and the participants
stood a chance to win a gold e-
voucher worth INR 5,500. A
special celebration was held

for &TV viewers throughout
April in honour of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar's 131st birthday.
131st Ambedkar Jayanti
Special Track in &TV’s Ek
Mahanayak-Dr B.R. Ambedkar
- On the 131st birth anniver-
sary celebration of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar, a special track was
introduced in the show. Here,
the audience saw Ramji Sakpal
(Jagannath Nivangune),
Ramabai (Narayani Varne) and
people from the chawl where
they reside plan a surprise

birthday celebration for
Bhimrao (Atharva). On the
morning of his birthday,
Bhimrao finds Ramabai writing
a letter and gets curious. He is
more startled by his elder
brother Bala's presence after
years—playing the dhol—and
this takes him down memory
lane, recalling their childhood
memories. Much to his delight,
Bala is joined by Sunaar,
Panditji, Mangesh, Dhruv, and
Bhim’s teacher, Ambedkar
Guruji from Satara, along with

his sisters Ganga, Manjula, and
his Rakhi sister, Madhvi. Bhim
gets extremely emotional rem-
iniscing about his childhood in
Satara, and he fondly remem-
bers his Aai, Bhimabai (Neha
Joshi), and the indescribable
bond he shared with her.
Viewers were also in for a sur-
prise with a song sequence
dedicated to Bhimrao.

&TV will join forces with
Mumbai Traffic Police for an
awareness campaign on Road
Safety. &TV’s immensely
popular and beloved bhabhis,
Angoori (Shubhangi Atre)
and Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) will reinforce
numerous road safety meas-
ures like wearing helmets,
seatbelts, no drinking and
driving, among others. Both
the bhabhis will be seen urg-
ing Mumbaikars to follow the
rules in their unique style,
characteristic of their on-
screen personalities.

Tender moments with &TV fans 

AA s an artist and animation
film designer, Dhimant

Vyas has had a long and eventful
journey. Apart from organizing
exhibitions independently and
paving the way for several cre-
ative innovations, Dhimant has
also collaborated with many
luminaries from the Indian film
industry on several reputed proj-
ects. 

When Dhimant designed the
title animation sequence for
superstar Aamir Khan’s debut
directorial venture ‘Taare
Zameen Par’, the perfectionist
lauded him for his efforts and for
creating something that not only
appealed to children but cap-
tured the imagination of adults
as well.

Appreciating Dhimant’s work,
Aamir stated, “Dhimant is an
extremely talented artist whom I
got introduced to when he made
the caricatures of the Lagaan
characters and subsequently did

the claymation for the title
sequence of Taare Zameen Par.
Both times, he blew my mind. I
am a big fan of his work and look
forward to his exhibition”.
Dhimant’s work has received
appreciation from several other
film personalities including the
legendary Amitabh Bachchan
who called his paintings
“unique”. The exhibition, which
is being conducted from

December 26 to January 1 is
being keenly looked forward to
by the patrons of good art and
those who have followed
Dhimant’s work for years.
Talking about the exhibition, the
maverick artist says, “What
makes this exhibition special for
me is the fact that my daughter
Kavya Vyas, too, will be showcas-
ing a lot of her work. Fishes have
always resonated a feeling of

harmony and inner peace in
Kavya. Her paintings are a win-
dow to her exploration of the elu-
sive meaning of life—themes of
creation, love, beauty, endless
journey, self-realisation—
through the flow, forms, sizes,
colours, and patterns of fishes.
While my daughter grew up to be
an artist like me, she has a dis-
tinctive style of her own that
helps her stand out.” 

While Dhimant has been a vet-
eran, Kavya has managed to
make a name for herself in a very
short span of time as well. While
two-time Grammy Award-win-
ning composer Ricky Tej called
Kavya’s art to be a “wonderful
representation of underwater life
and its beauty”, internationally
acclaimed animation film direc-
tor Joel Simon stated that the
young artist’s paintings “display
a delightful understanding of
colour harmony and dynamic
compositions”.

Amitabh and Aamir vouch for artist and
animation film designer Dhimant Vyas

S tar Bharat is gearing
up to fascinate its

viewers with an amazing
new series set to pre-
miere by the end of
January 2023. The show
will be produced by Film
Farm Productions The
show's creators have
locked Vibhav Roy in the
male lead role. Vibhav
Roy is making his come-
back in a television show
after a gap of 4 years,
after being a part of some
well-known OTT web se-
ries he will be soon as
'Som' in Star Bharat’s up-
coming show 'Meri Saas
Bhoot Hai'. Speaking
about the show Vibhav
Roy gets candid about his
character and his excite-
ment as it’s his first-ever
dramedy show.

He says, “I’m immense-
ly excited to be part of the
show as the show hold a
unique touch to it, and
talking about the genre
it’s a nice blend of drama
and fun which makes it a
complete dramedy show.
Dramedy is something
I've never tried before, so

this would be my first at-
tempt. As I’ve enjoyed
watching this genre a lot,
and I expect to like it just
as much when I play it on
screen. I eagerly antici-
pate this show as an op-
portunity to learn be-
cause it's yet another ex-
citing chance to do so. I'll
make sure to maximize
my learning potential
while preparing for the
character. Further talk-
ing about my character

that I portray is ‘Som’,
who is generally laid-
back but caught between
the diametrically op-
posed demands of his
mother and grandmother.
Well, he is a flash of logic
in this absurd world, and
he is probably the one
who is least bothered by
the constant arguing and
banter that permeates his
home. The story is set in
Banaras, and we intend
to convey the global at-
mosphere while main-
taining a pan-Indian ap-
peal.”

The two central charac-
ters in the story are
‘Gaura’ and ‘Rekha’ will
be played by Kajal
Chauhan and Sushmita
Mukherjee respectively.
The narrative of the plot
will be a light drama with
humorous parts to show
the relationship between
a mother-in-law and a
daughter-in-law.

Stay tuned for more
amusing information
on ‘Meri Saas Bhoot
Hai’ only on Star
Bharat.

Vibhav Roy from ‘Meri Saas Bhoot Hai’
gets candid about his role 

EE chelon Productions helmed by
the visionary Vishal Rana has

always backed meaningful content.
The leading production house's
recent film 'Blurr' is making and
breaking records. The Taapsee
Pannu starrer continues to garner
rave reviews in the digital arena and
has become the most watched film
on Zee5 with a jaw-dropping 150 mil-
lion views, making Christmas merri-
er! Vishal Rana added, "I am really
grateful for all the adulation coming
in, it is really humbling. Since its
inception, we were sure that we

wanted 'Blurr' to  redefine the term,
'edge-of-the-seat thriller.' To shoot
this layered thriller, we adopted a
multi-faceted approach to ensure
that the quality of authencity would
take center stage to maintain unifor-
mity in the scenes prevailing out-
landish darkness. The compelling
story-telling by Ajay Bahl, helmed by
stupendous performances by
Taapsee, Gulshan and Abhilash
makes for a thrilling package. " On
being the most watched film, he fur-
ther added, "Echelon Productions is
dedicated towards creating disrup-
tive content. Stories like 'Blurr' ele-
vates story-telling and motivates
young content creators to experi-
ment and take chances.  Clocking
150 million views is definitely
encouraging."

VViisshhaall  RRaannaa  iiss  aallll  sseett  ttoo  ttaakkee  ffoorr--
wwaarrdd  tthhee  lleeggaaccyy  ooff  JJaassoonn  SSttaatthhaamm--
lleedd  ''TThhee  TTrraannssppoorrtteerr''  ffrraanncchhiissee  iinn
IInnddiiaa  aanndd  iiss  aallssoo  pprroodduucciinngg  aa  nneeww--
aaggee  aaccttiioonn  ccoommeeddyy  iinn  aassssoocciiaattiioonn
wwiitthh  AAnneeeezz  BBaazzmmeeee  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  ootthheerr
pprroojjeeccttss..

Vishal Rana’s ‘Blurr’ becomes most

watched series with 150 million views

Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2 which
airs on Sony Entertainment
Television has been an instant
hit since the time it started air-
ing! The show has successfully
managed to captivate the audi-
ence with its fascinating story
plot and given rise to televi-
sion’s new and favourite roman-
tic pair - Ram and Priya, fondly
addressed by fans as #RaYa.
With the story's progression,
the show has roped in well-
known television actor Hiten
Tejwani, who will be seen
essaying the role of Ram’s
brother Lakhan.
Both Ram and Lakhan are
unaware of each other's exis-
tence, it will be interesting to

see what happens when Ram
and Lakhan come face to face.
Elated to join the show, Hiten
Tejwani shares, “Lakhan is
Ram’s younger brother and how
the story evolves with his entry
will only be revealed as the
show progresses. However,
what I can say is that the role is
very interesting and an impor-
tant one as per the storyline.
There is much to his back-
ground that will lean into the
story arc that is being weaved
according to Lakhan's entry in
the show. Playing a character
who is related to one of televi-
sion's most iconic characters,
Ram, is daunting for sure, but it
also puts me up to a unique
challenge, that of making my
mark in the hearts of the show's
loyal fans. I’m thrilled to join
hands with my dear friend Ekta
once again and would like to
thank her for letting me be a
part of such marquee shows like
Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2. There
is much to offer and much to
learn as well, it’s an iconic show
that has won millions of hearts.
What more can an actor ask
for?"

TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  BBaaddee  AAcchhhhee  LLaaggttee
HHaaiinn  22'',,  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy
aatt  88::0000  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Hiten Tejwani enters 
‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’

RR adio jockey and actor
Mohit Sharma is starring

as Manoj in &TV's popular
show Doosri Maa. The actor,
who started his journey as an RJ
and is currently a voice-over
artist and film and TV actor,
has come a long way in his
career and is thoroughly enjoy-
ing this phase of his life. Mohit
talks about his journey in the
entertainment industry and how
his current show became a
watershed moment in his
career.

EExxcceerrppttss  ooff  iinntteerrvviieeww::
BBeeiinngg  aa  ppooppuullaarr  rraaddiioo  ppeerrssoonn--

aalliittyy,,  wwhhyy  ddiidd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  ttoo
bbeeccoommee  aann  aaccttoorr??

My priority has always been
to entertain the audience.
Although I began my career as a
radio jockey, acting was always
on my mind. For a long time, I
was trying to get into acting. I
gave my first audition in 2017.
However, my first TV appear-
ance was as the host of a reality
show that aired on a regional
channel in Rajasthan. Following
that, I took part in the IFP
(Indian Film Project), where my
team and I received the plat-
inum award. Award-winning
filmmaker Leena Yadav compli-
mented my acting abilities,
which convinced me to pursue
my passion for acting and seek
recognition in the entertain-
ment industry.

WWhhaatt  kkeeeepp  yyoouu  iinnssppiirreedd  ttoo
ggrrooww  aass  aann  aaccttoorr??

Audience feedback has been
a source of inspiration for me
since I was a child. When I was
in school and used to perform
on stage, everyone’s eyes used
to be on me and that honestly
made me feel on top of the
world. All the applauses made
me feel incredible. I have always
wanted to make a difference in
other people's lives by bringing
them joy through my art. I am

glad that I am on the right path.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  bbaagg  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa??
It is an interesting story. I had

auditioned for some other show
in 2017, almost six years ago.
The producers of Doosri Maa
were came across the same
audition tape. They were look-
ing for somebody based in
Jaipur. After watching the audi-
tion tapes, I was chosen for the
role because they found my per-
sonality and traits parallel to
what they were looking for in
this character. This incident also
convinced me that all your hard
work gets paid off eventually
and thus one needs to be always
focused. This show has been a
blessing for me.

HHooww  mmuucchh  ddoo  yyoouu  rreellaattee  ttoo
yyoouurr  cchhaarraacctteerr??

My character Manoj is a
lawyer and Ashok's (Mohit
Dagga) best friend, who knows

everything about him and
always supports him. Manoj is
aware of all of Ashok's personal
and professional affairs. In real
life, I am very similar to Manoj. I
observe a lot and have a
reserved personality. I have lim-
ited friends and always stand by
them whenever they need me.
Whatever adventures I have had
in my life, I bring them out in my
acting. It helps to make my
character more intense, dramat-
ic, and full of emotions. So far,
the audience reaction has been
positive, and I am enjoying it.

HHooww  lluucckkyy  ddoo  yyoouu  ffeeeell  sshhoooott--
iinngg  iinn  yyoouurr  cciittyy??

I consider myself extremely
fortunate to be able to shoot in
Jaipur, close to my family. There
was a time when if you wanted
to be an actor, you had to board
a train and arrive in Mumbai,
leaving your hometown and
family behind. But now every-
thing has changed. I am grateful
to &TV for creating platforms
for artists like us to pursue our
dreams in our hometowns. Not
just me, but there are a lot of
actors in our show who are from
the same city and are shooting
for Doosri Maa.

HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  mmaannaaggee  ttoo  wwoorrkk
aass  aann  RRJJ  aanndd  aann  aaccttoorr  ssiimmuullttaannee--
oouussllyy??

I work two shifts a day as an
actor and a radio jockey. I make
it a point to prioritize both pro-
fessions equally and to give my
best. I will never stop working
as a radio jockey because it has
given me fame, money, and self-
esteem. I am grateful to my pro-
duction team and radio person-
nel for understanding my pas-
sion and helping me balance
both professions.

WWaattcchh  MMoohhiitt  SShhaarrmmaa  aass
MMaannoojj  iinn  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  88::0000
ppmm oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

‘Six-year-old audition tape
helped me bag Doosri Maa’

John's character 
is called Jim, who
plays Pathaan’s
arch-enemy
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Mumbai, Jan 02 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya will be
expected to begin his
full-time T20 captaincy
tenure on a bold note as
the Indian T20 team pre-
pares to start its life be-
yond Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul
with the three match se-
ries against Sri Lanka,
beginning here on
Tuesday.

The followers of
Indian cricket got more
than glimpse of
Hardik’s vision for the
team when led the team
to victory in the rain-hit
T20 series in New
Zealand.

India’s famed top
three — Rohit, Kohli and
Rahul — are not part of
the squad and irrespec-
tive of their T20 future ,
the team must prepare
for life without them.

Both Kishan and
Gaikwad have been
bonafide IPL stars for a
past few years and this
is their real chance to
show their wares with-
out worrying about
their place in the side.

With next T20 World
Cup at least 18 months
away, the duo is expected
to get a fair run al-

though the number of
T20 Internationals this
year is less than 15 with
ODI gaining more prece-
dence. Shubman Gill,
who is yet to make his
T20 debut, is another
opening option for
Hardik.

At number three, the
skipper will rely on the
brilliance of world’s No.
1 batter Suryakumar
Yadav. With Hardik keen
to have six bowling op-
tions in the playing

eleven, Deepak Hooda
could be a likely starter
for Tuesday’s game.

The management will
have to choose between
Sanju Samson and un-
capped Rahul Tripathi
for the one spot in the
middle order. Tripathi
has been warming the
bench for a while now
and it could continue
against Sri Lanka but
Samson on account of
experience should get a
first go. India could also

pack in more all-
rounders in the team
with the option of
Washington Sundar and
Axar Patel. Specialist
spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal is expected to
play in the series opener.

Reigning Asia Cup
champions Sri Lanka
will be no pushovers for
India even in their own
conditions. Sri Lanka
have rewarded the star

performers of the Lanka
Premier League —
Avishka Fernando,
Chamika Karunaratne
and Sadeera
Samarawickrama — by
including them in the
team for the India se-
ries.

Both Fernando and
Karunaratne have made
a comeback and will be
looking to make an im-
pactful contribution.

Bengaluru, Jan 02 (PTI):

The Indian men’s hock-
ey team will draw on its
experience of playing
against Spain and
England in the FIH Pro
League and Wales in the
Commonwealth Games to
negotiate their way in the
group stage of the World
Cup to be held in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela beginning this
month.

India forward Sukhjeet
Singh said while there
were a lot of positives to
take away from the five-
Test away series against
Australia, there were also
several key areas that
need attention.

India is hosting the
World Cup from January
13 to 29 with 16 teams com-
peting in the global event.
The hosts are placed in
Group D along side
England, Spain and Wales.

“In our Pool, we have
Spain, England, and
Wales. We played against
Spain and England in the
Pro League last year. We
also faced off against
Wales at the
Commonwealth Games
2022 (in Birmingham). So,
we will be looking back at
those performances and
pick out the positives and

negatives to prepare our-
selves accordingly,”
Sukhjeet said in a Hockey
India statement.

India will open their
campaign against Spain
on January 13 and have
been training in Rourkela
since December 27.

Sukhjeet, who will be
playing in his first World
Cup, added, “We played a
five-match Test series
against Australia. While
plenty of positives came
out from the tour, there
were still a few areas
where we felt we could im-
prove. So, we are working
on those areas in the train-
ing.” Sukhjeet did not give
too much insight when
asked about the team’s
training drills under chief

coach Graham Reid, only
saying the side is focusing
on strengthening some
areas where it has strug-
gled during the series
against Australia in
November-December.
India lost the closely-con-
tested rubber 1-4.

“I am delighted and
thankful to Reid who gave
me this opportunity to be a
part of the squad, after
seeing my performances
over the past year,” said
Sukhjeet.

Sukhjeet made his sen-
ior debut in February last
year, in the Pro League
2021-22 contest against
Spain, and scored a goal.
Since then, he has earned
16 caps and has scored
four goals.

Karachi, Jan 02 (AP):

Opener Devon Conway
led New Zealand’s early
domination of Pakistan on
day one of the second Test
in Karachi with a knock of
122, before the hosts struck
back in the final session to
limit their opponents to
309-6 at stumps on Monday.

Electing to bat first, the
visitors started strongly as
Conway stitched together
partnerships of 134 and
100 with Tom Latham and
Kane Williamson respec-
tively in front of a modest
crowd at the National
Stadium.

Conway, who scored a
total of 110 runs in the
first Test, hit 16 bound-
aries and one six in his
191-ball knock to notch his
fourth century in Test
cricket.

“It’s been a good ride so
far, I’ve only played a
handful of Test games so
it’s nice to get the opportu-
nity to play and contribute
for the team,” Conway,
whose century took him
past 1,000 Test runs, told
reporters. “It was nice bat-
ting out there with

Tommy Latham and Kane,
we managed to form some
good partnerships.”
Pakistan were finally able
to stem New Zealand’s
flow in the evening as they
took five wickets in the
final session, with Agha
Salman claiming the
scalps of Conway, Henry
Nicholls and Daryl

Mitchell. “I try to con-
tribute as much as possi-
ble when I get the chance
to bowl,” Salman told re-
porters.

“I think as the test pro-
gresses, the wicket will
begin to turn, because I
feel it has more bite than it
did in the first Test.” Tom
Blundell was on 30 unbeat-

en with Ish Sodhi at the
close. The two-match se-
ries is tied at 0-0 after the
opening game, which was
also played in Karachi,
ended in a draw.

Following the second
Test, the two sides will
meet in a three-match one-
day international series in
Karachi.

Sydney, Jan 02 (PTI):

Happy to be back in the
Australian scheme of
things after nearly five
years, Test cricketer Matt
Renshaw says he will try
to make a “good impres-
sion” if he is selected for
the third Test against
South Africa at Sydney be-
ginning on Wednesday.

The 26-year-old left-hand
bat has not donned the
Baggy Green since the
sandpaper episode in 2018.
He has so far played 11
Tests with a highest score
of 184. But injuries to key
players — all-rounder
Cameron Green and pace
bowler Mitchell Starc —
have seen him being draft-
ed into the squad for the
final Test against the
Proteas.

Renshaw has come back
into reckoning on the back
of strong performances
for Queensland in the
Sheffield Shield and a cen-
tury for the Prime
Minister’s XI against the
West Indies in November.

“I think just the Sydney
Test for me, it’s a nice in-
clusion being included in
the last Test of the sum-
mer before a couple of

away tours,” Renshaw was
quoted as saying by SEN
on Monday. Renshaw indi-
cated he was not looking
as far as the four-Test se-
ries against India begin-
ning early February, say-
ing he would like to just
concentrate on the imme-
diate task.

“As I know in cricket,
I’ve learnt a lot that you
can never count your
chickens. So just keep try-
ing to do what I can when I
get into the group... and
make a good impression
and help as much as I can
if I’m not playing,” said
Renshaw.

Melbourne, Jan 02 (PTI):

Australia all-rounder
Ashton Agar is relishing
the prospect of bowling on
spin-friendly sub-conti-
nent wickets during the
four Test series against
India in February.

Australia are slated to
play four Tests and three
ODIs during their tour of
India in February-March.

Agar, who was included
in Australia’s squad for
the third Test against
South Africa following
Cameron Green’s injury,
said he always dreamt of
playing red-ball cricket in
India. “It is in my mind,”
he was quoted as saying by
Sydney Morning Herald.

“?I love watching the
Test matches over there,
and I think playing Test
match cricket in India is
something I’ve always
wanted to do. “It’s the most
exciting cricket to watch
on TV because the wickets
have been wild recently.
They’ve been spinning
sideways, and I imagine
they’ll spin a fair bit over
there as well. It’s a tour I’d
love to go on, but we’ll just

wait and see what hap-
pens.” Left-arm spinner
Agar, who last played a
Test in 2017, has nine wick-
ets from four Tests. From
63 first-class matches, he
has an overall average of
41.84. He has also scored
2271 runs including three
hundreds. The 29-year-old,
who scored a superb 98
batting at No.11 in his Test
debut against England in
2013, said he would love to
bat at number 7 should he
be given a chance. “I feel
like if I do come in I’ll be
batting around that No.7
mark, which is really cool,
that responsibility is real-
ly nice, it’s something I’ve
been doing for Western
Australia and I think it’s
something that makes you
play better to be honest,”
Agar said.

London, Jan 02 (AP): 

Any New Year’s resolu-
tion by Tottenham to stop
conceding the first goal
lasted less than one day as
Aston Villa continued its
revival under Unai Emery
with a 2-0 away win in the
Premier League.

Antonio Conte’s side
has now conceded first in
its last 10 matches, with
Tottenham fifth in the
standings following its lat-
est disappointment.

Emiliano Buendia took
advantage of an error by
Hugo Lloris in the Spurs
goal to open the scoring at
Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium. Douglas Luiz
doubled the advantage to
secure a second consecu-
tive away league victory
for midtable Villa, which
has won three of its last
four league games.

Tottenham has endured
a poor string of results
with just two victories in
the club’s last seven games
undermining its push for
a top-four finish.

Even though Conte
guided the club into the

Champions League last
season, he described that
achievement as a “mira-
cle” and insisted he will
continue to be realistic
with the club.

“I know what is the (fi-
nancial) reality because I
am the coach,” Conte said

after the game. “If you ask
me if I’m scared, I’m not
scared. I believe in my
work, I believe in these
players, but don’t ask me
for things I cannot prom-
ise you.”

Spurs struggled to cre-
ate chances throughout

against Villa and players
were booed off after a
third home defeat from
their last five games.

Liverpool can climb
above Tottenham by win-
ning at Brentford on
Monday.

Chelsea was held 1-1 at
Nottingham Forest in the
other Premier League
match on Sunday.

Forest’s impressive per-
formance was marred by
alleged homophobic
chanting from some home
supporters toward travel-
ing fans. Chelsea’s official
LGBTQ+ supporters
group took to Twitter to-
ward the end of the first
half to “totally condemn”
the chant it said could be
heard during a match
which was shown live on
Sky Sports.

Forest said in a state-
ment shortly after full-
time: “The club are aware
of reports concerning
chants aimed at Chelsea
supporters from a minori-
ty of fans this evening and
do not condone any type of
discriminatory or offen-
sive behaviour.

Leader PSG

loses 3-1 at Lens

for 1st defeat
PPaarriiss,,  JJaann  0022  ((AAPP)):: French
league leader Paris Saint-
Germain crumbled under
pressure to lose 3-1 at Lens
for its first defeat of the sea-
son as second-place Lens cut
the gap to four points and
maintained its perfect home
record.

PSG’s weakness against the
counterattack was ruthlessly
exposed by Lens. The north-
ern side scored at the start of
each half and dominated the
midfield battle against a rat-
tled PSG to make it nine
straight home victories for
coach Franck Haise’s side.
Lens has the league’s best
defense with 11 goals allowed
in 17 matches, compared to 13
for PSG.

Haise celebrated his 100th
game in charge by grabbing a
microphone and singing a
club anthem with the jubilant
fans. Closely knit with its sup-
porters, Lens has strong work-
ing-class roots from its histo-
ry as a mining community and
is known as Les Sang et Or
(The Blood and Gold) for its
yellow jersey and red shorts.
Lens won its only league title
in 1998 and was a close run-
ner-up to Lyon in 2002. The
first goal came in the fifth
minute.

Adelaide, Jan 02 (AP):

Czech teenager Linda
Noskova has produced
one of the first major
shocks of the 2023 season,
beating 8th-ranked
Russian Daria Kasatkina
6-3, 6-7(2), 6-3 Monday in
the opening round of the
Adelaide International.

The 102-ranked 18-year-
old came through a tough
qualifying draw in which
she beat world No. 58
Anna Kalinskaya and No.
43 Anastasia Potapova be-
fore achieving the biggest
win of her career over
third-seeded Kastkina.

Noskova was playing in
only her fifth main draw
on the WTA Tour and had
never previously played,
let alone beaten, a top-10
player. She had been 0-2
against top-20 opponents.

Her best win before
Monday had been over 38-
ranked Alize Cornet in
the second round en route
to the semifinals in
Prague.

Noskova took the first
set comfortably in 46 min-
utes and broke to lead 4-3
in the second before
Kasatkina broke back.
She served for the match

at 6-5 in but Kasatkina
again fought back to take
the set in a tiebreaker.

But the Czech revived to
win the deciding set and
the match in just over 2-
1/2 hours, finishing with
a sweeping cross-court
forehand on match point.
She broke Kasatkina’s
serve eight times overall,
hit 57 winners off the
ground and won 21 of the
24 points when she came
to net.

Kasatkina had a tumul-
tuous 2022 season during
which she broke back into
the top 10. She also came
out as gay and openly de-
nounced Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Noskova reached a
ranking high of 87 in 2022
and qualified for the main
draws at the French and
US Opens.

“It’s been a lot of ups
and downs but I think it
was a really good season,”
Noskova said. “I started
around 300, I think, and
then around 100 now, so
it’s a pretty good progress.

“Obviously I need to
pick it up a little bit to get
back into the (top) 100 but
hopefully I’m going to
achieve it this year.”

Lance Morris 
moving closer to
Test berth, says

Hazlewood
Sydney, Jan 02 (PTI):
Australian pace-bowling
stalwart Josh Hazlewood is
confident young quick
Lance Morris is moving
closer to a Test debut, given
the extra pace and accuracy
he can bring to the side.
Morris is in the Australian
squad for the third Test
against South Africa and
his chances for selection
have been brightened by
the absence of all-rounder
Cameron Green and
Mitchell Starc, both of
whom suffered serious fin-
ger injuries during the
Boxing Day Test. While the
SCG wicket traditionally
favours spin, the forecast of
rain could tilt the selection
in favour of a tearaway
bowler, and Hazlewood sug-
gested Morris is a suitable
candidate for the job.
Hazlewood, returning to the
side after missing three suc-
cessive Tests due to a side
strain, said he is impressed
with Morris’ pace. “Lance
obviously brings that extra
pace that we probably lack
with (Mitchell) Starcy (in-
jured),” Hazlewood was
quoted as saying by
abc.net.au on Monday.

Mission 2024: Indian T20 team under new skipper
Hardik prepares for life without ‘big three’

India to draw on FIH Pro League,
CWG positives to excel in World Cup

Ashton Agar on playing Tests in India

‘Something I have 
always wanted to do’

Conway’s fine century 
puts NZ in driver’s seat

Devon Conway celebrates after scoring 100 runs during the first day of the second
test cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand, in Karachi, Pakistan, Monday.

Renshaw not 
thinking about India

Sri Lankan cricketer Wanindu Hasaranga during a
practice session ahead of the 1st T20 cricket match
between India and Sri Lanka, at Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai, Monday.

Noskova shocks Kasatkina
at Adelaide International

Tottenham upset by resurgent
Villa; Chelsea held at Forest

Aston Villa’s Emiliano Buendia celebrates scoring their
first goal with John McGinn.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The Delhi government's
vigilance department has
put a spanner in the clo-
sure of a graft case against
minister Satyendar Jain,
saying the CBI report has
"lacunae and discrepan-
cies", requiring further
probe in the matter of hir-
ing a creative team for the
PWD department, officials
said on Monday.

The assistant director of
the vigilance department

had filed a written request
before a special court, seek-
ing two months' time to
study the "lacunae and dis-
crepancies" in the Central
Bureau of Investigation's
(CBI) closure report in the
case to file an appropriate
protest petition before it.

The officials said the is-
sues raised by the depart-
ment may require further
investigation by the agency.
The special court has now
granted time till January
31, with a direction that the
final protest petition must
be filed under the signature
of either the secretary or
the deputy secretary of the
vigilance department, they
said.

The CBI had closed the
case against Delhi PWD
Minister Jain and others,
related to alleged corrup-
tion in hiring a creative
team for the department, in
April last year after a four-
year-long investigation dur-
ing which it failed to gather
enough evidence to prose-
cute the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader, the officials
said.

The CBI had filed its clo-
sure report in April last
year before the special
court, which may or may
not accept the final report
submitted by the federal
agency, they added. The
CBI registered the case on
May 28, 2018 on a reference

from the office of the lieu-
tenant governor of the
National Capital Territory
(NCT) of Delhi to investi-
gate the allegations of ir-
regularities in awarding a
tender to a private firm for
hiring a creative team for
PWD projects on the basis
of a report from the vigi-
lance department.

The agency had conduct-
ed a year-long preliminary
enquiry after receiving the
reference. It had levelled se-
rious allegations of corrup-
tion against the minister
and converted the enquiry
findings into an FIR.

"A preliminary enquiry
was earlier conducted to
look into the matter. It was

alleged that the accused
persons, while working in
the capacity of public ser-
vants, deliberately changed
the terms and conditions in
the NIT (notice inviting
tender) to make the private
company eligible for partic-
ipating in the tender," a CBI
spokesperson had said
after the agency filed the
FIR on May 29, 2018.

It was also alleged that
the budget requirements
were met in an unautho-
rised way under some
other unrelated heads,
which were found improp-
er and in violation of vari-
ous guidelines and regula-
tions, the agency
spokesperson had said.
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People wearing traditional attire take out tableaux of traditional costumes and dishes during the 'Manali
Winter Carnival 2023', in Manali, Monday.

WINTER CARNIVAL

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) workers stage a protest against the alleged UKSSSC scam, in Dehradun, Monday.

WORKERS PROTEST

̈ Delhi vigilance
for further
probe

SC grants interim stay on
HC verdict convicting

Ansari of threatening jailer
New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday ordered ad-interim
stay on the Allahabad High
Court verdict convicting for-
mer Uttar Pradesh MLA
Mukhtar Ansari of threaten-
ing a jailer with a pistol in
hand and sentencing him to
seven years in jaill. A bench
of Justices BR Gavai and
Vikram Nath also issued no-
tice to the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment on an application
moved by gangster-politician
Ansari seeking stay of the
high court's order.

Justice Gavai told addi-
tional advocate general
Garima Prashad, appearing
for the state government,

that nowhere did the high
court verdict say the trial
court order acquitting Ansari
was perverse in law. "It is a
settled law that while inter-
fering with the acquittal
order of the trial court the
appellate court has to hold
that the lower court's verdict
is perverse in law. We don't
find this in the high court's
verdict," Justice Gavai said.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Ansari,
said neither the complainant
nor any of the witnesses con-
firmed the incident but the
high court interfered with
the trial court's acquittal
order, and convicted and
sentenced him for the al-
leged crime.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a plea by West Bengal
minister Birbaha Hansda
challenging the Calcutta
High Court order which
banned registration of
fresh FIRs against BJP
leader Suvendu Adhikari
without prior permission
of the court.

A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS
Narasimha asked the
Trinamool Congress
leader to approach the
Calcutta High Court,
which is seized of a simi-
lar matter and is sched-
uled to hear it on
January 10.

"The High Court is

seized of the matter and is
scheduled to hear the mat-
ter on January 10. We
grant liberty to the peti-
tioners to move the high
court and pursue the mat-
ter there. It is not appro-
priate for this court to ex-
ercise its jurisdiction in
the case," the bench said.

At the outset, senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for Hansda told
the court about the high
court order on not regis-
tering any fresh FIR
against Adhikari, the
leader of the opposition
in the state assembly.

"The state government
has filed a separate appeal
against the high court
order and therefore we re-
quest that this matter be
taken along with the state

government's appeal,"
Sibal said.

Senior advocate PS
Patwalia, appearing for
the BJP leader, said FIRs
were being lodged every
day against Adhikari and
it was in this background
that the high court had
passed the order.

He said on one day
Adhikari's rivals wanted
to lodge an FIR over a
stampede at a public event
and on the other for some
other reasons.

"It is all political. The
petitioner has not dis-
closed that she is an active
member of Trinamool
Congress and a cabinet
minister in the West
Bengal government. This
court has on December 15
refused to entertain the

plea for urgent hearing of
the appeal of the state
government against the
high court order," he said.

Patwalia said the apex
court had asked the state
government to move the
Calcutta High Court
which has now listed the
matter for hearing on
January 10.

The bench said it will
allow the petitioner to
move the high court to
pursue the remedy there,
especially when the high
court is seized of the
matter.

On December 15 last
year, the top court had
declined to entertain the
West Bengal govern-
ment's plea seeking reg-
istration of an FIR
against Adhikari and

others in connection
with a stampede at a
blanket distribution pro-
gramme in Paschim
Bardhaman district.

The top court had asked
the state government to
approach the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta
High court instead with
its plea seeking modifica-
tion of an earlier order of
a single judge bench of
the high court granting a
"blanket stay" on registra-
tion of any FIR against
Adhikari.

The state government
had said an appeal
against the high court's
order was filed in the apex
court as the HC judge con-
cerned was unavailable
and away in Port Blair for
judicial work.

Terrorists strike twice at same
site in J-K within 14 hours

Rajouri/Jammu, Jan 02 (PTI): 

Terrorists struck for the
second time at the same
site within 14 hours in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri, leaving a minor
sister-brother duo dead
and six others injured in
an IED explosion on
Monday.

Sanvi Sharma (7) and
Vihan Kumar Sharma (4)
were killed in the blast in
Dangri village where ter-
rorists had opened fire at
three houses on Sunday
evening, killing four civil-
ians and injuring six oth-
ers, according to officials.

The explosion took
place near the house of
Pritam Lal, a victim of
the terror attack on
Sunday evening, locals

said. There were several
people, including Lal's
relatives, in the house
when the blast took place
at around 9.30 am.

As the incidents led to
protests across the dis-
trict, including in Rajouri
town, and a complete shut-
down, Director General of

Police Dilbag Singh, who
visited the site, said that
the IED blast was intended
to target senior officers
who were about to reach
there.

He announced that vil-
lage defence committees
(VDCs) will now be re-
vived and rearmed, after
some protesting leaders
and locals claimed that the
incident could have been
averted had the authori-
ties not taken away the
weapons of VDCs.

Senior J-K BJP leader
and former MLC Vibodh
Gupta alleged that 60 per
cent of guns of VDCs have
been taken back. The DGP
also met the protesters
who were refusing to con-
duct the last rites of the
victims.
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Malegaon blast: Bombay
HC rejects Lt Col Prasad

Purohit's plea for dis-
charge from case

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  0022  ((PPTTII)):: The
Bombay High Court on Monday
rejected an appeal filed by
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Shrikant Purohit seeking dis-
charge in the 2008 Malegaon
blast case. Purohit and six oth-
ers, including BJP MP Prgaya
Singh Thakur, are facing trial in
the case of the blast that killed
six people and left more than 100
injured in September 2008. All
the accused are currently out on
bail. Among other grounds for
seeking discharge, Purohit had
claimed lack of sanction under
relevant provisions of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) to
prosecute him.

However, a bench of Justices A
S Gadkari and Prakash Naik re-
jected his plea, saying the sanc-
tion was not needed as "he was
not on official duty". On
September 29, 2008, six people
were killed and more than 100 in-
jured when an explosive device
strapped to a motorcycle went off
near a mosque in Malegaon, a
communally sensitive town in
Maharashtra's Nashik district.
According to the Maharashtra
Police that conducted an initial
probe into the case, the motor-
bike to which the explosive was
strapped was registered in
Pragya Thakur's name, which led
to her arrest. The National
Investigation Agency later took
over the probe into the case.

Minor siblings among 6 killed in attacks; protests in many areas

Family members mourn near mortal remains of four civil-
ians who were gunned down by unidentified men on
Sunday evening, in Dhangri area of Rajouri, Monday.

SC asks WB minister to move Calcutta HC for
nod to register FIR against Suvendu Adhikari

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The NHRC has issued
notices to the Delhi gov-
ernment and the director
general of Prisons over
reports that a prisoner
was sexually assaulted by
fellow inmates in Tihar
Jail, officials said on
Monday. The National
Human Rights
Commission has also de-
cided to send its own team
for an on-spot inquiry in
the case, they said.

The NHRC has taken
suo motu cognizance of
media reports carried on
December 30 that a 22-
year-old prisoner was al-
legedly sexually assault-
ed by fellow inmates at
Tihar Jail, the rights
panel said in a statement.
Reportedly, the prisoner

is under medical treat-
ment, it said.

The contents of the
media reports, if true,
amount to the violation of
the victim's right to life
and dignity, the NHRC
said. According to the no-
tices issued to the chief
secretary of Delhi and the
director general of
Prisons, the commission
has sought a detailed re-
port in the matter within
four weeks.

The report should in-
clude the present health
status of the victim, ac-
tion taken against the
erring officers and the ac-
cused inmates as well as
the steps taken and pro-
posed to be taken to en-
sure that such incidents
do not recur in the future,
the statement said.

The NHRC said it has is-
sued several guidelines,
advisories and recom-
mendations in the past to
improve many aspects of
prison administration
"but it appears that there
is no perceptible change
in the living conditions of
the inmates in Tihar Jail
since, intermittently, inci-
dents of various types of
their human rights viola-
tions including harass-
ment, torture and sexual
abuse are being reported
and complained about".

"The state, being the
custodian of the inmates
in the jails, is responsible
for their safety and securi-
ty as they are also entitled
to human rights including
the right to dignity guar-
anteed under the
Constitution," it said.

NHRC issues notice to Delhi
govt over reports of sexual

assault on inmate in Tihar Jail

Jaipur, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Twenty-six passengers
were injured after 13
coaches of a Jodhpur-
bound express train de-
railed in Rajasthan's Pali
district early Monday, an
official said.

No loss of life has been
reported, a spokesperson
of the North Western
Railway (NWR) said and
added that several trains
have either been can-
celled or diverted due to
the derailment of the
Bandra Terminus-
Jodhpur Suryanagri
Express (12480) on the
Rajkiyawas-Bamodara
route at 3.27 am.

The injured, two of
them seriously hurt,

have been admitted at
the Bangad Hospital in
Pali, the official said.

The railways is operat-
ing helpline numbers
and Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw is
monitoring the situa-
tion, the spokesperson
said. Vaishnaw will visit
the spot in the evening,
the official added.

"Constantly monitor-
ing the unfortunate acci-
dent of the Bandra-
Jodhpur Suryanagari
Express. Emergency as-
sistance and timely med-
ical support were en-
sured.

Compensation also
granted: Rs 1 lakh to-
wards grievous injuries
and Rs 25,000 towards

minor injuries," the rail-
way minister said in a
statement.

Stranded passengers
have been taken to their
destinations by buses
and alternative train
routes, the spokesperson
said.

The NWR shared a
video in which as pas-
senger says, "Three
coaches S3, S4 and S5
were majorly affected.
The air-conditioned
coaches remained unaf-
fected. We have come to
Luni in the same coach-
es."

The passenger also
said after 15-20 minutes,
ambulances and facili-
ties were arranged for
the injured.

13 coaches of Jodhpur-bound
express train derail

Discrepancies in CBI’s closure report 
in minister Satyendar Jain’s graft case



Flight grounded 
CCooiimmbbaattoorree::  The take-off
of a Sharjah-bound Air
Arabia flight from the
international airport here
was aborted after the air-
craft was hit by two
eagles on Monday, airport
sources said. The flight
carrying 164 passengers
was starting on the run-
way for take-off at 7 AM,
when the eagles hit the
engine on the left side,
resulting in stoppage of
the flight, airport sources
said. After all the passen-
gers were disembarked,
technicians checked the
damage caused by the
birds, one of which died
after hitting the blade,
the sources added.

Four killed
JJaasshhppuurr:: Four persons of a
family were killed and six
others were injured after
their car rammed into a
tree in Jashpur district in
Chhattisgarh, a police
official said on Monday.
The accident took place
on Sunday, the first day
of the new year, when
they were coming back
from a picnic at Gutta
waterfall under
Narayanpur police station
limits, he said.
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Police personnel shows his
skills with a trained dog 
during the Maharashtra

Police Raising Day parade, at
SRPF Ground, Goregaon, in

Mumbai, Monday.
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New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):

More than six years
after the Centre’s decision
to demonetise the Rs 1,000
and Rs 500 denomination
notes, the Supreme Court
in a 4:1 majority verdict on
Monday upheld the 2016
move, saying the decision-
making process was not
flawed merely because the
procedure emanated from
the government.

Ruling that the decision
to scrap the high-value cur-
rency notes does not suffer
from any legal or constitu-
tional flaw, the top court
said there was consultation
between the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and the
Union government for a pe-
riod of six months.
Observing that the deci-
sion being the executive’s
economic policy cannot be
reversed, a five-judge
Constitution bench headed
by Justice S A Nazeer said

there has to be great re-
straint in matters of eco-
nomic policy and the court
cannot supplant the wis-
dom of the executive by a
judicial review of its deci-
sion. The bench, also com-
prising justices B R Gavai,
A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said
the notification dated
November 8, 2016, which
announced the decision to
scrap the high-value cur-
rency notes, cannot be said
to be unreasonable and
struck down on the ground
of decision-making

process. It added that the
decision had a reasonable
nexus with its objectives,
such as eradicating black
money, terror funding etc.,
and it is not relevant
whether those objectives
were achieved or not.

The apex court said the
52-day window provided
for the exchange of the de-
monetised notes with legal
tenders was not unreason-
able and it cannot be ex-
tended now. “There was
consultation between the
Centre and the Reserve
Bank of India for a period

of six months. We hold that
there was a reasonable
nexus to bring such a
measure, and we hold that
demonetisation was not hit
by the doctrine of propor-
tionality,” the bench said.
“The power available to the
Centre under section 26(2)
of the RBI Act cannot be
restricted to mean that it
can be exercised only for
some series of notes and
not for all series of notes.
Merely because on two ear-
lier occasions the demon-
etisation exercise was by
plenary legislation, it can-

not be held that such power
would not be available to
the central government,”
Justice Gavai, who read the
majority judgment, said.

The bench said section
26(2) does not provide for
excessive legislation in as
much as there is an in-built
safeguard that such a
power has to be exercised
on the recommendation of
the RBI’s central board and
that it is not liable to be
struck down.

“The notification does
not suffer from any flaws in
the decision-making
process. The notification
satisfies the test of propor-
tionality and as such can-
not be struck down.

The period provided by
the impugned notification
cannot be said to be unrea-
sonable. The RBI does not
possess independent power
to accept the demonetised
notes beyond the specified
period.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):

A negative Covid report
is a must for passengers
transiting through China,
Hong Kong, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Thailand, irrespective of
their originating coun-
tries, before landing at any
Indian airport, the Union
Health Ministry said
Monday.

In a letter to states on
Monday, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said that in the context of
the evolving trajectory of
COVID-19 cases in some
countries, especially
China, Singapore, Hong
Kong, the Republic of
Korea, Thailand and
Japan, the guidelines were
revised and came into ef-
fect from January 1.

A negative Covid report
from the RT-PCR test is a
must for passengers arriv-
ing in India from China,
Hong Kong, Japan, South

Korea, Singapore and
Thailand from the first
day of 2023. The test must
be conducted within 72
hours of undertaking the
journey to India and the
negative report from the
RT-PCR test has to be up-
loaded on the Air Suvidha
portal before their depar-
ture. “This will also apply
to transiting passengers
through the countries
(mentioned) irrespective
of their originating coun-
tries before coming to any
Indian Airport,” Bhushan
said in the letter.

Accordingly, the
Ministry of Civil
Aviation’s Air Suvidha
Portal has to be made op-
erational for passengers
on all international flights
from these countries, with
a provision to allow inter-
national travellers arriv-
ing in India to submit neg-
ative RT-PCR test reports
as well as a self-declara-
tion form on this portal.

Narayanpur, Jan 02 (PTI):

A church was van-
dalised and a senior po-
liceman was attacked and
injured during a protest by
a group of tribals in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
Narayanpur city on
Monday, police said.

Narayanpur district
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Sadanand Kumar was
attacked during the
protest that took place in
the afternoon and was
being treated at a hospital,
an official said.

A large number of po-
lice personnel have been
deployed in the city, locat-
ed around 300 km away
from capital Raipur, after
the protest turned violent,
he said. As per prelimi-
nary report, tribals staged
a demonstration to protest

against a clash that took
place between two commu-
nities over alleged reli-
gious conversion in Edka
village in Narayanpur dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said.

Talking to reporters at
the hospital, SP Kumar
said that protestors ar-
rived near Vishwa Dipti
Christian School in the af-

ternoon and tried to
charge towards a church
located in the school prem-
ises.

“After being alerted
about it, I immediately
rushed to the spot with
other officials and tried to
pacify the protestors. They
seemed convinced and
were about to return, but
suddenly someone hit me
with a stick on my head,”
the official said.

Some policemen man-
aged to disperse the crowd
and bring the situation
under control, he added.

The injured SP was
shifted to a local hospital
and given first aid.

However, some visuals
from the spot showed that
protestors had managed to
gain entry into the premis-
es and had vandalised the
church.

Raipur, Jan 02:

The Chhattisgarh
Assembly was adjourned
for the day on Monday
amid uproar over the
delay on the part of the
governor to give assent to
two bills related to quota
in education and jobs.

Bharatiya Janata Party
MLAs Brijmohan
Agrawal and Ajay
Chandrakar said there
was a “constitutional
breakdown” in the state
as the ruling party was
trying to threaten the gov-
ernor on the issue, while
state Congress chief and
legislator Mohan
Markam hit back claim-
ing the delay was deliber-
ate as the two bills were
passed in the House on
December 3. As other
Congress MLAs joined
Markam and started ac-

cusing the BJP of having
‘double standards” and
an “anti reservation
agenda”, the din prompt-
ed Speaker Charandas
Mahant to adjourn the
House two times for brief
periods.

Later, BJP MLAs de-
manded the tabling of the
report of Quantifiable
Data Commission (QDS),
constituted by the state
government for the sur-
vey of Other Backward

Classes (OBC) and
Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) popula-
tion, in the House.

Amid sloganeering,
BJP MLAs trooped into
the Well of the House.

Speaker Mahant an-
nounced the suspension
of 11 BJP members and
adjourned the House for
the day.

The winter session of
the Assembly resumed on
Monday for five days after
a month-long break. A
two-day special session
was held on December 2
and 3, which was then ad-
journed till January 1.

On December 3, the
Assembly had passed two
amendment bills for en-
hancing the overall quota
to 76 per cent in govern-
ment jobs and admissions
to educational institu-
tions.

Shah to visit Chh’garh

this month as 

part of BJP’s ‘Lok Sabha

Prawas’ exercise

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):
Senior BJP leader and
Home Minister Amit Shah
will travel to as many as 11
states this month as part of
his party’s “Lok Sabha
Prawas” programme,
which is aimed at boosting
its prospects in targeted
parliamentary constituen-
cies ahead of the general
election in 2024.

Party sources said Shah
will be in Tripura on
January 5 and Manipur
and Nagaland on January
6. He will be travelling to
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand on January 7
and Andhra Pradesh on
January 8.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0022  ((PPTTII))::

A Delhi court on Monday
remanded in police custody
for three days the five occu-
pants of a car which hit a
woman riding a scooter and
dragged her around 12 kilo-
metres leading to her death in

the national capital on the
new year day. The 20-year-old
woman had died in outer
Delhi’s Sultanpuri on Sunday
and the accused have been
booked on charges of culpa-
ble homicide not amounting
to murder, causing death by
negligence and criminal con-

spiracy, police said. After
hearing the application seek-
ing five days of custodial
interrogation, Metropolitan
Magistrate Ajay Singh Parihar
sent the five men to police
custody for three days.
During the hearing, police
told the court the probe was

in the initial stages and custo-
dial interrogation of the
accused was required for tak-
ing it forward. The Sultanpuri
police station has registered
an FIR against Deepak
Khanna (26), Amit Khanna
(25), Krishan (27), Mithun
(26) and Manoj Mittal.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI):

For the first time, India
is constructing “perma-
nent vertical bunkers” of
concrete to station BSF
troops right at the strate-
gically significant Sir
Creek and ‘Harami Nalla’
marshy area along the
I n d i a - P a k i s t a n
International Border in
Gujarat, official sources
said.

The Union Home
Ministry has sanctioned a
Rs 50-crore fund for the
construction of eight
multi-storeyed bunkers
cum observation posts in
this area along the Bhuj
sector in view of the “con-
stant infiltration of
Pakistani fishermen and
fishing boats in the area”,
the sources told PTI.

According to official
data, the Border Security
Force (BSF) apprehended
22 Pakistani fishermen
and seized 79 fishing boats
as well as heroin worth Rs
250 crore and charas
worth Rs 2.49 crore from
this region of Gujarat in
2022. While three pylon-
shaped towers are coming
up in the Sir Creek area, a

4,050 sq km marshy area
between India and
Pakistan, five such con-
crete structures will be
constructed by the
Central Public Works
Department (CPWD)
along the ‘harami nalla’
area spread across 900 sq
km, sources said.

The top floor of each of
the 42-foot high ‘vertical
bunkers’ will have space
for mounting surveillance
gadgets and radars to
keep an eye on the area
that comprises serpentine
estuaries.

The rest two floors will
have the capacity to house
around 15 armed BSF per-
sonnel and their logistics,
the officials said.

According to officials,
these bunkers are being
erected in the Lakhpat
Wari bet, Dafa bet and
Samudra bet on the east-
ern side of the creek area,
well within Indian territo-
ry. A BSF contingent is
providing armed protec-
tion to the labourers en-
gaged by the CPWD to
complete the construction
of the three bunkers in
the Sir Creek area by
March.

India building permanent
bunkers for BSF at Gujarat

creek along Pak border

Delhi woman’s death in new year road accident

Court remands 5 in police custody

SC upholds Centre’s 2016  decision on demonetisation

Demonetisation had to be done through legislation: Justice Nagarathna
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Justice B V Nagarathna of the Supreme Court, who gave a dissenting verdict on demon-
etisation on Monday, said the scrapping of the whole series of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 currency notes
had to be done through a legislation and not through a gazette notification as Parliament cannot
be left aloof in a matter of such critical importance. Justice Nagarathna, who was the juniormost
judge in the Constitution bench also comprising justices S A Nazeer, B R Gavai, A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said the demonetisation of an entire series of notes at the Centre’s instance is
a far more serious issue that has wider implications on the economy and the citizens of the coun-
try. Observing that there was no independent application of mind by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), Justice Nagarathna said the entire exercise was carried out in 24 hours.

Negative Covid report must even
for flyers to India transiting

through China, 5 other nations

Cong, BJP clash over delay in
Guv’s assent to two quota bills

Senior cop attacked, church 
vandalised during protest by tribals 

‘No flaw in decision-making process’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 02: A youth
suffering from kidney fail-
ure is undergoing treat-
ment in the local hospitals
of the district since 2020.
The doctors have suggested
to his mother that a kidney
transplant would be re-
quired for the successful
treatment of the youth.

The mother is ready to
give her kidney but is un-
able to bear the expenses of
transplant operation. The
lady reached Collector
Jandarshan on Monday to
seek help. The lady is a resi-
dent of Indira Nagar and
her husband has passed

away.
Her son is undergoing

treatment regularly in in-
stitutions like Sparsh
Hospital Supela,
Ramakrishna Hospital
Raipur and Mittal Hospital
Nehru Nagar Bhilai.
Despite not being financial-
ly capable, she has been get-
ting dialysis done for the
past 02 years with the help
of relatives. Now, kidney
transplant is required to
save the life of the son and
the mother herself is ready
as a donor.

But the economic condi-
tion has become an obsta-
cle and hence she sought
help from the government
and administration. She
submitted an application at
Jandarshan with complete
documents. The Collector

took cognizance of the situ-
ation and also assured to
provide all possible help to
the mother. He sent the ap-
plication to the Chief
Medical Officer and direct-
ed the concerned officer to
provide immediate help to
the applicant so that she
can get benefits from the

government schemes.
Apart from this, a case of

fraud regarding the loan
had also reached the
Jandarshan. The applicant
is a farmer and was duped
of Rs 12 lakh by a loan
agent working in district
Bemetara. The applicant is
a resident of village

Dhekapur Khamharia. The
applicant stated that the
agent used to provide loans
to many farmers. He got
convinced from the agent
and took a loan of Rs 24
lakhs from Dena Bank
Berla in 2017 through him.

The farmer got Rs 12
lakh through cheque but

did not get the cheque for
the remaining amount. On
contacting the agent, he as-
sured that the cheque will
be provided later on. The
farmer complained that the
agent forged his signature
and withdrew Rs 12 lakh.
Now, the bank has sent a re-
covery notice of Rs 30 lakh.

The farmer is troubled fi-
nancially and mentally due
to this fraud. He added that
many farmers like him
have been cheated by the
agent and demanded jus-
tice. The Collector has sent
the application to the SP for
further action.

A social service organi-
zation also reached
Jandarshan and raised the
issue of plastic waste. The
applicants stated that pollu-
tion is caused by plastic

waste scattered near liquor
shops, gardens, tourist
places, ponds, playgrounds
and other places.

The anti-social elements
and boozers make a special
contribution to this pollu-
tion. The applicants stated
that plastic waste causes
harm to livestock and they
die after eating plastic.

Apart from this, plastic
waste causes obstruction in
sewerage and drains. The
applicants gave sugges-
tions for its disposal includ-
ing its use in road construc-
tion. The Collector for-
warded the application to
the concerned officer and
also directed to promote
the use of standard plastic.
A total of 86 applications
were received in
Jandarshan.

Woman wants to donate kidney to son; seeks govt aid for transplant

Mayor Neeraj Pal gives appointment
letters to Anganwadi worker/helper

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0022::  Mayor Neeraj Pal
on Monday gave appointment
letters to 04 Anganwadi work-
ers/helpers and extended best
wishes to them. Now these
women will work as Anganwadi
workers/helpers. In a way, the
mayor gifted them letter of ap-
pointment in the New Year. The
green signal was given for ap-
pointment in MiC and the ap-
pointment order was issued after
completing the departmental
process. 

While congratulating them,
the Mayor said that the responsi-
bility of Anganwadi
worker/helper is very important.
Anganwadi worker/helper in a
ward, locality plays an important

role regarding government
schemes etc. It is notable that
Corporation Commissioner Rohit
Vyas has issued the appointment
order of Anganwadi
worker/helper. Now these
women will perform the respon-
sibility of Anganwadi
workers/helpers in the designat-

ed ward areas. Ragini Verma
Anganwadi worker, Dhaneshwari
Anganwadi worker, Purnima
Nirmalkar Anganwadi helper and
Dileshwari Thakur Anganwadi
helper were among those who
received appointment letter
from Mayor Neeraj Pal. Ragini
Verma has been posted in Ward

No 8 Bajrang Para Kohka,
Dhaneshwari in Ward No 16 Atal
AwasKurud, Poornima Nirmalkar
in Ward No 7 Aarakshi Nagar
Kohka and Dileshwari Thakur in
Ward No 30 Ganesh Mandir
Khursipar. The newly appointed
Anganwadi workers/helpers will
compulsorily have to undergo
departmental training. Within 15
days of receiving the appoint-
ment order, they will have to ap-
pear before Project Officer,
Integrated Child Development
Project, Bhilai, only after that
their appointment would be-
come official. Additional
Commissioner Ashok Dwivedi,
Zone President of Sector 5 Zone
Office Rajesh Chaudhary, Ajay
Shukla were present during the
giving of appointment letter.

Director In-Charge greets
employees on New Year, urges

topmost priority to Safety

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJaann  0022:: Director In-charge
Bhilai Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta visited various shops
and departments on Monday to
greet them on the occasion of
New Year. Interacting with em-
ployees, Dasgupta urged them to
carry out their duties with safety
topmost in their minds and en-
couraged them to work towards
fulfilling their targets. He also ap-
pealed to employees to follow
Covid protocols and urged them
to ensure that all those employ-
ees and contractual workers take
both the doses of vaccine.
Accompanied by Executive
Directors and other senior offi-

cers, Dasgupta first visited differ-
ent departments in Ispat Bhavan
including Mines, Projects,
Material Management, Personnel
& Admin, HRD, C & IT, Finance &
Accounts, Vigilance, L & A,
Business Excellence, CET, RDCIS.
He then visited Universal Rail Mill,
Rail & Structural Mill & Roll
Turning Shop, Merchant & Wire
Rod Mill, Bar & Rod Mill,
Transport & Diesel Department,
Raw Material Department, Cost
Control Department, Steel
Melting Shop 3, RCL,
Instrumentation & Automation,
Power & Blowing Station,
Environment Management, PEM,
Blast Furnaces & SGP, Coke
Ovens, Sinter Plant 2 and 3, Ore

Handling Plant, Refractory
Materials Plant 2 & 3, SMS 2 &
Refractory Engineering
Department, Plate Mill, Water
Management Department and
Material Recovery Department,
PPC, Energy Management
Department, Contract Cell
(Works), Safety Engineering
Department, Stores, Maintenance
& Utilities Organisation. Director
I/c Dasgupta was accompanied
by Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
MM Gadre, ED (P&A), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED (Projects), Dr
AK Panda, ED (Finance), AK
Chakravarty, ED (MM), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO and Samir
Swaroop, Acting ED (Mines
&Rowghat).

CREDA organises retailer training programme
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 02: Bureau of
Energy Efficiency,
Government of India and
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA) organised a re-
tailer training at Hotel
Central Park in Supela
under energy conserva-
tion based training pro-
gramme.

Vijay Sahu, Member
CREDA Raipur was pres-
ent as the chief guest
while Sanjeev Jain,
Advisor CREDA presided
over. CREDA contacted
the electrical appliance
material retailers and re-
quested them to attend the
event. A large number of
retailers and their repre-
sentatives were present in
the programme.

In his address, Vijay
Sahu, Member CREDA
Raipur, said that in the
current situation, we are
using energy to meet the
electricity needs of the in-
creasing population.

To save electricity and

to use the available re-
sources for a long time, the
use of energy efficient
equipment and renewable
energy is vital. Electrical
equipment sellers were re-
quested to make the Star
Rated equipment and
solar devices accessible to
the general public.

Sanjeev Jain, Advisor
CREDA, said that in the
current situation due to
continuous use of energy
and huge amount of car-
bon emissions, natural

calamities and global
warming are causing ter-
rible situations.

To avoid the disastrous
situations, Solar Energy
Conservation Act 2001 and
the amended bill 2022 have
been introduced and the
Government of India is
working according to the
target of increasing the
productivity of non-con-
ventional energy sources
in India to 500 GW by the
year 2030. Efforts are being
made to make the people

use energy efficient appli-
ances.

At the outset, Bhanu
Pratap, Superintendent
Engineer, CREDA Zonal
Office, Durg, greeted all
the retailers and gave de-
tailed information about
the standards of Bureau of
Energy Efficiency star
rated equipment, etc.

Nihar Ranjan Sahu,
Project Coordinator, from
CREDA Head Office,
Raipur Energy Cell, in-
formed about the provi-

sion made by the govern-
ment in the Energy
Conservation Act.

Dr Priyanka Pichora,
Project Coordinator ex-
plained how retailers /
consumers can save elec-
tricity by using star rated
appliances. Detailed infor-
mation was given about
such appliances.

Rohan Chand Pandey,
Assistant Engineer, while
giving information about
all the appliances to the re-
tailers present in the work-
shop, explained in detail
about the use of Bureau of
Energy Efficiency mobile
app and identifying star
rated appliances.

TR Dhruv, District
Incharge CREDA District
Office Durg, Varsha
Baghel, Assistant
Engineer, Nitesh
Banchore, Assistant
Engineer, TarikaDamle,
Sub-Engineer, Harish
Srivastava, Sub-Engineer,
Vicky Chowdhary, Sub-
Engineer, Yamini
Dewangan, Sub-Engineer
and other staff of CREDA
were present.

Social reformer and freedom fighter Mannathu 
Padmanabhan remembered on birth anniversary 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jan 02: Bhilai
Nair Samajam (BNS) cele-
brated the birth anniver-
sary of the famous social
reformer of Kerala and

the founder of Nair
Services Society -
Mannathu Padmanabhan
with fervour on Monday.
On this occasion, various
social and cultural pro-
grams were organized
along with Sadbhavna
Rally and Foot March.

At the outset, the pro-
gramme began with gar-
landing the statue of
Mannathu Padmanabhan

at BNS School in Sector 8.
All the members of Bhilai
Nair Samajam paid floral
tributes to the eminent
social reformer.
Thereafter, they took out
a foot march from Sector
8 Square to the BNS
School.

In his address, Bhilai
Nair Samajam Committee
President EKS Nair threw
light on the life of

Mannathu Padmanabhan.
He said that after the
Covid Pandemic, they are
celebrating the Mannam
Jayanti in a grand scale
this year.

He added that after wit-
nessing the sufferings of
common people during
Corona Pandemic, the
Committee has initiated
to open a Polyclinic
through which the mem-

bers of BNS as well as
common people will get
medical services.

Special Guest Sanmukh
Anand spoke about the in-
spirational life of
M a n n a t h u
Padmanabhan. Special
Guest K Priyamvada
spoke about the ancient
texts including Upnishads
and Vedas and their rele-
vance in the present day

world.
Kerala's traditional

food "Sadya" consisting of
18 types of dishes was
served to the people.
Member of Parliament
Vijay Baghel, Durg Mayor
Pradeep Bakliwal, mem-
ber from Raipur Kerala
Samajam, representatives
of different organisations
and common people were
present.

Later, 75 senior mem-
bers of the Samaj were
honored with shawl and
shreefal by Bhilai Nair
Samajam. Scholarships
were distributed among
50 children of the BNS
members, who have
scored above 85% marks
in 10th and 12th. In the
evening, the annual func-
tion of Bhilai Mahila
Nair Samajam was organ-

ised in which various cul-
tural programs were
staged.

Committee President
EKS Nair, General
Secretary EKS Pillai, Vice
President Shailesh
Kumar, Prabhakaran and
Subhash, Treasurer
Unnikrishnan and
Janish, Secretary
Pradeep and other mem-
bers were present.
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p Bhilai Nair Samajam
celebrates Mannam
Jayanti with fervour 

Safety month begins in Bhilai Steel Plant
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0022:: January month is
observed as Safety month in
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant. Safety
Engineering Department (SED)
of BSP is organising January
2023 as Safety month. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP)
hoisted the Safety Flag at Ispat
bhavan and inaugurated the
Safety awareness month at
Bhilai Steel Plant on January 02,
2023. GP Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS) administered the
Safety Oath. The Safety Audit
Schedule was released by
Anirban Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP). Executive Directors,
CGMs, Senior officials and other
employees were present on the
occasion. 

Anirban Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) in his address stated all
measures are being taken to en-

sure Safety of regular employees
as well as Contract Labour in dif-
ferent departments of the Plant
and Project areas to avoid acci-
dents. We need to ensure proper
housekeeping and Safety at our
workplace. We must fully adhere
to the policy of 'Zero tolerance'
at our Plant, he said. 

I've full faith in the Bhilai col-
lective that we will achieve the
target of accident free produc-
tion by following adequate safety

and health standards, he added.
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works) hoist-
ed the Safety Flag at Sanyatra
bhavan and reiterated our com-
mitment towards Safety. We
must adopt a positive attitude to-
wards Safety and do our work.
We must ensure a Safe work-
place, reducing the chances of
accidents with safe and proper
housekeeping, he said. 

We must achieve Safety tar-
gets with the combined efforts

of Executives, Non-Executives
and Contract labour, he said. We
can reduce accidents by follow-
ing proper rules and regulations
related to Safety and by observ-
ing safe work practices he fur-
ther added. SK Agrawal, GM
(SED) and other employees ad-
ministered the Safety Oath.

Various competitions will be
observed during January 2023
as part of Safety month. Safety
flag was hoisted at different de-
partments, SanyatraBhavan,
Ispat Bhavan, Expansion build-
ing on January 02, 2023. CGMs
and HoD's hoisted the Safety
Flag and rendered the Safety
Oath in different departments.
Safety Engineering department,
Civil Engineering department
and other departments ren-
dered their direct and indirect
support in making this pro-
gramme successful.

Caster No 6 in
SMS 2 sets new

record of 42 Heats
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0022:: High speed Caster
6 in SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's Steel
Melting Shop 2 once again
touched a new high with 42 heats
in a single sequence on Day 1 of
2023, surpassing previous best of
41 heats on December 30, 2022.
Total caster running time was 26
hours 50 minutes. Caster No 6 of
SMS 2 had earlier recorded 40
heats achieved on December
16,2022, 36 heats on December
10, 2022 and 35 heats on
December 06, 2022.  It is worth
mentioning that such record num-
ber of heats have been achieved
as against tundish guaranteed life
of 17 heats. The record perform-
ances have been made possible by
Caster 6 Team through high levels
of operational efficiency.The
Caster 6 team was congratulated
by CGM, SMS 2, SK Ghoshal and
other senior officers of the Plant.

p Farmer duped of 
Rs 12 lakh for loan



UNDER-BRIDGE NEARING COMPLETION

The work of painting on the side-walls of the Gudhiyari under-bridge is being undertaken before its inauguration

and people are anxiously waiting for that day, as it will provide big relief to people from that locality.

BJP-RSS spreading feeling
of hatred, animosity: Cong

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0022::  Congress has
termed the Narayanpur inci-
dent as highly unfortunate.
PCC media cell President Sushil
Anand Shukla charged that
both BJP and RSS spread the
feeling of hatred and animosity
and such an incident is an out-
come of the same. He charged
that the type of vicious hatred
being spread by RSS among the
tribals and forest people that
the harmony between the two
is getting damage and feeling
of hatred is increasing which is
leading to such incidents.
When the BJP is not in power
and is far-away from the public
sentiments and needs, then it
takes help of religion and
where there are Muslims, it
creates void between Hindu

and Muslims and causes clash-
es between the two. The places
where there are Christians in
majority, it causes violence and
unrest between Christians and
Hindus. The place where the
people from other religion are
not there, the BJP causes vio-
lence and clashes between the
people of the same religion and
the same is being done in
Chhattisgarh.

PCC media cell President SA
Shukla said Congress party and
the government stands com-
mitted to save the interest of
tribals and the rich tribal cul-
ture. Right after formation of
Congress government, many
decisions have been taken in
favour of tribals. The Congress
government under leadership
of CM Bhupesh Baghel is very
much aware and conscious of
safeguarding the education and
socio-economic and constitu-
tional rights of the tribals in the
state.

Google guides patient from Haryana to Govt Hospital of Ch’garh

Raipur, Jan 02: A 52-
year-old patient named
Dilbag Nayan from Jind,
Haryana has got a relief
from Peripheral artery
disease after undergoing
treatment at Heart, Chest
and Vascular Surgery
Department of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical
College. He was guided to
Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur by google.

The patient was treated
by Head of the
Department of Heart,

Chest and Vascular
Surgery of the Medical
College Dr Krishnakant
Sahu and team. Dr Sahu
and his team treated the
disease through a special
surgical technique called
endarterectomy (a surgi-
cal procedure to remove
the atheromatous plaque
material, or blockage, in

the lining of an artery
constricted by the buildup
of deposits). The patient
is healthy now and is
ready to go back his home
in Jind, Haryana.

Dr Krishnakant Sahu
said that CT angiography
revealed that the 52-year-
old patient had blockages
in the anterior tibial and
posterior tibial blood ves-
sels of the leg called
femoral artery and
popliteal artery. Due to
blockages blood was not
able to flow in the pa-
tient’s feet and thumb and
paw were starting to turn
black. Due to lack of
blood, there was unbear-
able pain in the toes. This
disease is called
Peripheral Artery
Disease.

Peripheral artery dis-
ease is more common in
smokers and those using
tobacco, bidi, gutkha, gu-
dakhu etc. People with un-
controlled diabetes or
those having vasculitis
disease (inflammation of
blood vessels) are also
likely to suffer Peripheral
artery disease. Earlier in

this type of disease the
straight leg was amputat-
ed. There are two main
reasons for leg amputa-
tion or amputation, either
gangrene occurs in the leg
or there is unbearable

pain. Medical science has
made a lot of progress
today and this is the rea-
son that the treatment of
blood vessels of the feet is
also possible with other
methods.

Medical students take
Hippocratic Oath in AIIMS-R

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJaann  0022:: Medical
Students of the 2018 batch at
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences have celebrated
their new year with
Hippocratic Oath. They swear
to learn lifelong and devote
their life to improving human
health and society’s welfare.
Their oath ceremony was wit-
nessed by a large gathering of
doctors and other medical
students.

In the early hours, medical
students of the 2018 batch
gathered at the AIIMS cam-
pus. Under the supervision
and guidance of Prof. (Dr.)

The oath ceremony was held
by Nitin M. Nagarkar, Director,
AIIMS, and Prof. Alok C.
Agrawal, Dean (Academics).
Buddy medicos took the oath
to respect scientific gains
made by senior doctors, take
their help in critical cases
without hesitation, respect
patients’ privacy and try to
prevent disease whenever
needed. Prof. Nagarkar said
that the Oath Ceremony has
some privileges as it defines
the role and responsibilities of
doctors serving society. It
ensures respectful life and
affection given by the commu-
nity in return for medical care.
Prof. Sarita Agrawal, Prof.
Nitin R. Gaikwad, Prof. Anil K.
Goel, Dr. Satyaki Ganguly, and
Dr. Preetam N. Wasnik also
graced the occasion.

Leg saving rare cancer surgery by Pedical Cryotherapy performed successfully

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 02:
Recently, a rare surgery
(Pedical Cryotherapy)
was performed at
Sanjeevani Cancer
Hospital, Raipur to re-
move the cancer of the
leg bone of a young per-
son and thereafter saving
his leg. The patient who
came from Odisha was di-
agnosed with osteosarco-
ma after being examined
by Dr. Arpan
Chaturmohata and Dr.
Diwakar Pandey at
Sanjivani. The
chemotherapy specialists
of the hospital, Dr. Aniket

Thoke and Dr. Rakesh
Mishra, reduced the
tumor by neoadjuvant
chemotherapy. After this,
usually the cancerous leg
has to be removed by sur-
gery, but Sanjeevani’s or-
thopedic oncologist,

trained at Tata Memorial
Hospital, Mumbai, Dr.
Rudra Pratap Singh
Thakur performed pedi-
cal cryotherapy to save
the leg.

Dr. Rudra informed
about this procedure that
it is a cheap and benefi-
cial procedure in which
the procedure can be per-
formed at about a quarter
of the cost of a prosthetic
reconstruction, this sur-
gery does not put the pa-
tient’s life in danger in
comparison to other sur-
geries. There is no chance
of the tumor coming
back. This procedure
does not require revision
and is a one-time proce-
dure, with a very low risk
of non-union of the cry-
obone and normal bone.

He shared that the
tumor was dissected out-
side the body with ade-

quate margin, after
which the bone contain-
ing cancer was immersed
for 20 minutes in liquid
nitrogen, which has a
temperature of -195.8 de-
gree Celsius, then the
bone containing cancer
was frozen for 15 min-
utes. Thereafter it was
brought to room tempera-
ture; the bone was then
immersed in normal
saline solution for 15 min-
utes.

This process complete-
ly kills the cancer cells in
the bone and preserves
the proteins, enzymes
and structural integrity
of the bone. Thus the can-
cer was destroyed with
liquid nitrogen while it
was still attached to the
patient’s body (pedical
cryotherapy) and the pa-
tient’s life, organs and
even the patient’s own

bone were saved in sur-
gery.

He further explained
about this state-of-the-art
procedure that in gener-
al, a tumor prosthesis is
used for reconstruction
after removal of the os-
teosarcoma. Tumor
megaprostheses are ex-
pensive and their durabil-
ity becomes a problem in
the long term. Many pa-
tients have to mandatori-
ly undergo revision sur-
gery.

These revision surger-
ies are expensive and
come with their own set
of complications.
Therefore, a biological re-
construction method has
been developed in which
the patient’s affected
bone is treated and used
for reconstruction.
Liquid nitrogen treat-
ment is particularly bene-

ficial for the recycling
treatment of affected au-
tologous bone. Dr. Rudra
further explained that
this procedure is very ef-
fective because the treat-
ed bone, being of the pa-
tient’s own, has optimal
morphological fit and
bone strength is main-
tained even after treat-
ment. Also, because pro-
teins and enzymes are
preserved in the bone,
proper bone union and
bone regeneration capac-
ity are preserved.
Another advantage of
cryotherapy is that in
some special cases, this
treatment can also be
done by removing the
cancerous bone from the
body. This procedure re-
duces the chances of the
cryo-treated bone not
uniting with the normal
bone.

BJP alleges irregularities 

in Jal Jeevan Mission, 

stages walk out

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jan 02: The
members of BJP grilled
PHE Minister Rudra
Guru with the questions
on the scheme of Jal
Jeevan Mission in
Chhattisgarh State

Legislative Assembly
here on Monday.

Alleging corruption
in every district in Jal
Jeevan Mission Leader
of Opposition Narayan
Chandel said that scam
of 100 crore was com-
mitted in the scheme
and public money was
being looted.

Narayan Chandel de-
manded an inquiry into
the matter from the
House Inquiry
Committee.

BJP MLA
Krishnamurthy Bandhi
too created ruckus in
the house over tender of
Jal Jeevan Mission.
Seeing inability of the
Minister Rudra Guru to
reply to queries on the
issue the opposition
staged walk-out.

Religious conversion of tribals
under Cong protection: Sao

Raipur, Jan 02: BJP State
President Arun Sao in
context of attack on trib-
als in Narayanpur of
Bastar division charged
that under the Congress
rule the atrocities against
the tribals has crossed its
limit and alleged that the
morale of those involved
in religious conversion
under Congress rule have
increased purely due to
protection of Congress
government and they has
become so powerful that
they have become violent.
Now it is using the sharp

weapons that the tribals
are being forced to for reli-
gious conversion by the
Christian Missionaries
and this incident of attack
on SP Naryanpur would
be written as black-day in
the history of the state.

In a statement made to
the press, BJP State
President Sao said that
BJP has been vociferously
saying since long that it is
under the Congress gov-
ernment’s protection that
religious conversion is
going on openly and attack
on the tribals in the Bastar
region stands testimony to
it, as the tribals are now
being beaten using sticks.
On the other hand,
Congress acting as protec-
tor of those involved in re-
ligious conversion, are

watching it as silent spec-
tators, he alleged.

BJP Chief charged that
under the Congress rule it
has become difficult for
common men to live peace-
fully and the criminals are
enjoying full freedom and
no action is being taken
against those involved in
violence, rather gives
statement in their favour.
This has never happened
before that the tribals are
being beaten with stick to
accept religious conver-
sion and all this is happen-
ing with Congress govern-
ment being in power.

BJP Chief charged that
atrocities against tribals
and disrespecting them is
common these days dur-
ing Congress rule and the
Congress leaders term

tribals as the one who eats
the leftover and Minister
Shiv Kumar Daharia sug-
gests them to repair punc-
ture and on not leaving
their religion during
Congress rule, they are
being forced to convert
using sticks and rods. This
type of condition is noth-
ing better than that of
Talibani, he alleged. He
charged that Congress by
adopting such measures is
trying to add poison to
peaceful atmosphere in
the state and trying to de-
stroy the rich culture of
tribals, whereas BJP has
always tried to save the
due respect and honour
and culture of tribals and
would never tolerate any
attack on the tribals or
their culture.

Cong to hold ‘Janadhikar Rally’ today

Raipur, Jan 02: To protest
against anti-reservation
face of BJP, Congress will
be staging ‘Janadhikar
Rally’ at Science College
on Wednesday. In this rally
AICC general secretary
and State in-Charge Selja
Kumari, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, PCC
Chief Mohan Markam,
Secretary in-charge
Chandan Yadav, Ministers
and MLAs will also be
present. In this rally, peo-
ple from more than 70
Samaj will also take  part.
Congress has completed
its preparations for this
rally and people from all
the Districts, Blocks are
coming to take part in the
rally and the party expects
to ensure participation of
more than 1 lakh youth in
this rally from all over the

state and would bring the
true face of BJP before the
society. The demand for so-
cial justice at Science
College ground would be
the centre of this rally and
where the people from de-
prived sections of the soci-
ety would be able to raise
their voice for their just
rights. PCC charged that
with objective not to allwo
Congress government in
the state to take political
credit for the reservation
to ‘Sarv Samaj’ that both
BJP and Rajbhavan are
not allowing the bill to be
signed from Rajbhavan.
After this rally, a delega-
tion of Congress would go
and meet the Governor at
Rajbhavan and submit a
memorandum to sign on

the bill passed by the
Vidhan Sabha.

PCC Chief Mohan
Markam said that the na-
tional leaders of BJP and
Sangh and leaders of the
state reaching a consensus
have put the reservation
bill on the hold in the
Rajbhavan, citing some or
the other vague reasons.
When the increase in
reservation bill can be
passed in the Karnataka
VS and the Governor of
K’taka had even signed on
it, then why the same
reservation bill passed in
the Vidhan Sabha of
Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand is passed, it is
not signed by the
Governor of both the
states. In Karnataka, it is

the BJP government
which brought this bill
and took the credit and it
is for the same reasons
that if the bill is passed in
Ch’garh then entire credit
for it will go to Congress
party.

PCC Chief said that it is
the Congress party which
demands BJP to clear its
stand on the reservation
bill and as to whether it is
in favour of the bill or not
and if not, then which par-
ticular aspects it is not in
favour of and clarify as to
why it is not allowing the
Rajbhavan to sign on this
reservation bill aleady
passed in VS. Whether
BJP is having objections
on 32% reservation given
to tribals or the 27% reser-
vation to OBC, should clar-
ify? BJP is having objec-
tions on the issue that why
13% more reservation has
been given to ST in the
new reservation bill or is it
opposing the 4% reserva-
tion to poor ‘savarn’ as
well? The true intentions
of BJP on the reservation
has always being suspi-
cious, he alleged.
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To bring forth true
face of BJP

Expects participa-
tion of around 1
lakh youths from all
over the state

Tribals are being
forced to accept or
else beaten, if they
refuse

For the first time in
the state at
Sanjeevani Cancer
Hospital, Raipur

Medical Students in AIIMS-R taking Hippocratic Oath.

Medical Students of 2018 batch with their faculty members.

To serve the society
with scientific
knowledge

For treatment of
Peripheral artery
disease

Last 8 months were highly painful: Dilbagh
Narrating the story of the last eight months, the pa-

tient Dilbagh Nayan said he had severe pain in the toe
of the left leg. Due to severe pain he visited Sir
Gangaram Hospital in Delhi where angiography of
leg vein was done which revealed that there was
blockage in popliteal artery. Due to the extreme pain,
the doctors recommended amputation of the leg
below the knee, he said. In the meantime he happened
to get the number of Dr Krishna Kant Sahu on the
google through google search about surgeons and
hospitals related to vascular (blood veins). After com-
ing to know about the surgeon and location he came
to Raipur to get treatment for the disease.

Terms Narayanpur

incident highly

unfortunate
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Congmen submit memo to Tehsildar

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
02: Congmen under the
leadership of Durg
(Rural) Congress Seva
Dal District President P.
Lakshminarasimha

submitted a memoran-
dum to the Tehsildar
Bhilai in the name of
the Governor regarding
the delay in signing of
the reservation bill
passed in the assembly
recently. This was done
on the call of PCC Sewa
Dal State President

Arun Tamarkar.
Prominent among the

Congmen present were
Sheetal Yadav, Saheb
Verma (Corporator),
Lalit Durga
(Corporator), Viplav
Biswas (District
General Secretary
Rural Congress Seva
Dal), Rampal Navik
(Block President
Ahiwara Congress Seva
Dal), Rajkumar Yadav,
Dhanu Nag (former
councillor), Rajesh,
Sarita Jangam, Mannu
Soni, Satyanarayana,
Prakash Durga, Bala
Reddy etc were present.

Farmers of 7 villages will
get facility for irrigation 

Bemetara, Jan 02: Surhi
diversion scheme was
constructed about 50
years ago under Saja as-
sembly constituency of
Bemetara district.
Remodeling and lining
work of right and left
bank canals of Surhi
Diversion Scheme has
been approved with the
efforts of Agriculture and
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey.

Administrative ap-
proval of Rs 1826.23 lakh
has been received from
Water Resources
Department, Raipur.
Presently canal remodel-
ing is in progress, irriga-
tion of 320 hectares of 05
villages from the left
bank canal and 56
hectares of 02 villages
from the right bank canal

totaling 376 hectares of
additional area and com-
pletion of 819 hectares of
shortfall in Narmada
Diversion Scheme.

Including irrigation is
proposed in a total of 1195
hectares. Therefore, the
farmers of Chhirahidih,

Hardanda, Kongiyakala,
Kongiyakhurd, Lolesara,
Masulgondi villages of
Saja assembly con-
stituency will get the ben-
efit of irrigation facility.
Due to which there is
happiness among the
farmers.

DEO conducts surprise inspection in schools

Bemetara, Jan 02: A sur-
prise inspection of the
schools of the district was
done by the District
Education Officer (DEO)
Bemetara for effective op-
eration in the field of edu-
cation. DEO Arvind
Mishra inspected
Government Primary
School Bawanlakh,
Lavatara, East Secondary
School Bawanlakh,
Bhilauri and Lavatara,
Government High School
Bhilauri and Government
Primary School Amora of
Development Block
Bemetara in Berla block.

During the inspection of
Government Pre-
Secondary School,
Bawanlakh, the head read-
er’s office was found
locked. All the teachers of
the school were found ab-
sent. D.E.O. took informa-
tion from the children re-
garding their studies and

the presence of teachers
in the school, on which it
was told by the children
that the teachers always
come late to the school.
Expressing displeasure
over school disorder and

irregular absence of
teachers, he directed to
deduct one day’s salary of
absentee teachers includ-
ing head reader.

Santosh Kumar Raote
and Uttara Dhruv were

found absent from school
without notice in
Government Primary
School Bawanlakh.
Signature of Khilendra
Kumar Sahu was not
found in the reading room
from December 22, 2022 to
December 31, 2022 in
Government Pre-
Secondary School
Bhilauri and casual leave
application of January 2
and 3, 2023 was found. In
this regard, clarification
has been sought from the
head Master and instruc-
tions have been given by
the DEO to deduct the
salary of the teacher ab-
sent on the unsigned work-
ing days and Kantilal
Sahu inspection date.

Geeta Chandrakar,
Tikendra Kumar Sahu,
Dashrath Chandrakar,
Sandeep Kumar Soni,
Monika Govardhan,
Jitendra Patel and
Shakuntala Sahu were
found absent during the in-
spection of Government
High School Bhilori.
Instructions have been

given to deduct the salaries
of all the absent teachers
on the date of inspection.

Zone level F.L.N. the
training equipment was
inspected. The training
was not started till 11.30
am. Suresh Sahoo C.A.C.
Kobia and Ramesh Kumar
Markandeya C.A.C. Matka
was absent at the training
venue. Expressing anger
over the irregularities
found in the schools dur-
ing the inspection, Block
Education Officer Berla ex-
pressed his displeasure
over the irregularities
found in the schools dur-
ing the inspection, even
after he constantly in-
formed the subordinates
about the improvement in
the school system, regular
and timely attendance of
teachers in the school and
continuous monitoring. ,
Block Resource Center
Coordinator, C.A.C.
Bhilori and C.A.C.
Instructed to take neces-
sary action for deducting
one day’s salary of
Lavatra.

Performance Enhancement prog of 25 DAVMMS held

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Jan 02: DAV
Public School, Bacheli
hosted IInd phase
P e r f o r m a n c e
Enhancement pro-
gramme under the aegis
of RTC, Chattisgarh for
25 DAV Mukhyamantri
Schools of Dantewada
and Kondagaon region
was held on Dec 30 and
31. The programme sum-
moned 118 teacher dele-
gates from various
DAVMMPS coordinated
by 18 Master Trainer
from DAV Public Schools
. The programme fo-
cussed on all compre-
hensive development of
the students of DAV
schools in Chhattisgarh
Zone.

The programme began
with the lighting of the
lamp ceremony followed
by training by the mas-

ter trainers and coordi-
nators. The blooming
stars of DAV Public
School Bacheli wel-
comed the guests with a
melodious, energizing
welcome song headed by
their music teacher
Omisha. Later, the event
witnessed an icebreak-
ing session by the mas-
ter trainers. The ARO

CG-F Zone cum the
training coordinator Dr.
Chetna Sharma gave a
motivational speech stat-
ing the importance of
such professional per-
formance enhancement
program. She boosted
the learning spirits of
the teachers and advo-
cated multifaceted devel-
opment of every child.

The welcoming ceremo-
ny ended with DAV an-
them. The programme
went on for 2 days fo-
cussing on the various
genres of eight different
subjects - English, Maths
, Science, Hindi Social
science at different edu-
cational levels .The mas-
ter trainers labelled  ac-
tivity based sessions en-

hancing constructivism
among the teacher dele-
gates. The capturing ses-
sion mainly dealt on per-
formance improvement
in the upcoming exami-
nations and syllabus up-
dation 

The Performance
E n h a n c e m e n t
Programme took a clo-
sure by the motivational
speech delivered by The
ARO CG Zone –F, Dr.
Chetna Sharma. The
teacher delegates shared
their take aways on their
improved approach to
their subjects gained
from the two day per-
formance enhancement
programme. Later partic-
ipation certificates were
distributed. The two day
programme was dis-
solved with DAV Anthem
and Shanti Paath. The
programme was a great
success under the assis-
tance of the entire team (
teaching and non-teach-
ing staff )of DAV Public
School, Bacheli.

CM directs to improve
basic facilities in Mata

Kaushalya Mandir

Raipur, Jan 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
directed the Chief
Secretary that basic facili-
ties should be improved at
Mata Kaushalya Mandir.
Chandrakhuri will expand
in beautification and  facil-
ities for devotees.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel directed that basic
facilities likeroad widen-
ing, street lighting instal-
lation, and vehicle parking
arrangements should be
completed at the earliest.
Instructions were also is-
sued for installing a water
filter for both inside and

outside the temple
grounds.

CM asked that the tem-
ple’s boundary wall will be
made more appealing. The
temple’s boundary wall
will be embellished with
inscriptions telling the
story of Ramkatha. He

also gave instructions for
beautification of the
‘Samudra Manthan scene’
and the ‘Shri Vishnu stat-
ue’ located at the pond.

Further he suggested
for construction of a large
garden to be developed at
the temple’s entrance.

Society needs discussions on ideas of leaders like Tarachand: Sahu

Nandini Ahiwara, Jan
02: Under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh (CPSS)
Cultural Cell, the state
level Tarachand Sahu
Jayanti and Surta
Samman ceremony of an-
cestors was organized in
Ahiwara on Jan 1, the
birth anniversary of
Tarachand Sahu. State
Home and Public Works
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, presided over by
state president Tehal Sahu
and chief guest Arun Sao,
Bilaspur MP and state BJP
president were present as
the chief guest of the pro-
gramme.

Mahant Leeladhar
Sahu, the convenor of
State Sahu Sangh Cultural
Cell, said that in this pro-
gram apart from Sahu
Samaj, 27 leaders of other
societies who have worked
and are doing work in the
interest of the society
were honored as well as
the talented children of
Ahiwara were also hon-
ored. A free health check-
up camp was organized by
the senior doctors of the
society. At the same time,
the youth also donated
blood in the memory of
Tarachand Sahu.

Chief guest
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that the birth anniversary
of those who do good work
is celebrated. Tarachand
Sahu did a lot of good
work in his life, so today
we have gathered here to
celebrate his birth an-
niversary. He was both on
the first day of the New
Year and showed it by
doing good work. Be ahead
in building a good society

by giving loyalty, coopera-
tion, and thoughts towards
your party and society. To
become big, the idea
should also be big. Officers
should think and increase
their self-esteem.
Tarachand Sahu did not
do politics by selling his
self-respect. He fought till
the last MP to protect his
self-respect. He said that
when Tarachand Sahu
was ill, he was not even in
a position to sit, then he
sat and heard discussions
from eight-ten community
leaders and they were giv-
ing a new direction to the
society. Society needs the
views and suggestions of
the leaders who have been
honoured today. There
should be brainstorming
on the ideas of such lead-
ers and their ideas should
be implemented in the so-
ciety.

Apart from the state, dis-
trict, tehsil, circle and
rural unit officials partici-
pated in this event.
Deepak Tarachand Sahu,
ex-Minister Jageshwar
Sahu, ex-Minister
Ramshila Sahu, ex-MLA
Dayaram Sahu, G.
Chandrika Sahu, Vice
President of State Sahu
Sangh, Rajendra Sahu,
President of District
Cooperative Bank Durg,

Ashwani Sahu, President
of Agricultural Produce
Market Durg, Nagar
Palika Parishad Ahiwara
President Natwar
Tamarkar, Ch. State
General Secretary Lakhan
Lal Sahu, State Advisor
Ramesh Sahu, Ch. State
Sahu Sangh Vice
President Khilavan Sahu,
Durg District President
Nandal Lal Sahu, Bhilai
District President
Haridwarika Sahu, Tehsil
Sahu Sangh Dhamdha
President Shyamlal Sahu,
Women’s Cell State
Coordinator Sheelu Sahu,
Anand Sahu, convenor of
youth cell, Devkumar
Sahu, president of Durga
division, along with C.G.
Officers of State Sahu
Sangh Cultural Cell and
office bearers of district,
tehsil, range and ward
units of 204 villages partic-
ipated. In the program,
Aaru Sahu and artists of
Lokdhara kept the cere-
mony going by giving
their presentation.

Chhattisgarh BJP State
President and Bilaspur
MP Arun Sao said that
Tarachand Sahu had
dreamed of
Chhattisgarh’s self-re-
spect, we will make it
come true. We will estab-
lish a new identity of

Chhattisgarh in the world.
Addressing the pro-

gram, Deepak Tarachand
Sahu recalling his father’s
word said that Tarachand
Sahu had earlier said that
he has kept his MP’s chair
on a peg for his self-respect
and will be ready through-
out his life to protect
Chhattisgarh’s identity
and self-respect. He had
said that Chhattisgarh
will always be ready to re-
move the sorrows and
pain of every family,
Chhattisgarh will not let
Mahtari’s pride come
under fire.

Among the Purodhas
who were honoured with
Purkha’s Surta Samman,
Bhakta Mata Karma
Samman- Smt. Geeta Sahu
Bhilai-3, Teli Samaj Ratna-
Bedram Sahu Janjgiri,
Tarachand Sahu
Memorial Samman-
Doman Lal Korsewada
(Ex-MLA), Labhchand
Bafna Ahiwara (Ex-MLA)
) and posthumously him-
self. Dau Sharda Prasad
Tamarkar (son- Natwar
Tamarkar Ahiwara,
President Municipality
Ahiwara), Social
Harmony Award- Bisra
Ram Yadav Ahiwara,
Danveer Bhamashah
Award- Vivek Acharya
Director Culture

Department, Social
Harmony Award- Yogesh
Sahu (City Inspector
Kotwali Police Station
Raipur), Karma Mata Seva
Award- Omprakash
Banjare CSIDC Raipur, Dr.
Manrakhan Lal Memorial
Award- Manharan Sahu,
Borsi, Arjun Hirwani
Memorial Award-
Purushottam Sahu Sector-
5 Bhilai, Sant Kabir Sahib
Memorial Award - Padma
Shri R.S. Barle, Durg,
Dhani Dharmadas Smriti
Samman- Mehetar Sahu
Bhimbhauri, Amin Mata
Smriti Samman- Mahant
Roopkala Saheb Utai,
Premsing Guruji
Samman- Ramkhilavan
Sahu Matra, Khuman Lal
Sav Smriti Samman-
Gurudas Manikpuri
Kabirdham and Onkar
Das Manikpuri
(Bollywood Actor), Sant
Tulsidas Smriti Samman-
Ramrajesh Sahu teacher
Nandani Nagar, Telin
Mata Rajim Honor-
Nirmala-Hemant Sahu
Bharda Gunderdehi,
Social Consciousness
Award – B.L. Kurre
(Former District
Education Officer,
Chhattisgarh Chikitsa
Ratna Award- Dr. CL Sahu
Karma Hospital
Murmunda, Chhattisgarh
Medical Pride Award- Suraj
Sahu Aashirwad Blood
Bank Bhilai, Dau Uttam
Sahu Award- Vikram Sahu
Teacher Ahiwara ,
Tarachand Sahu Teacher
Award- Uttam Sahu
(Principal Swami
Atmanand School), Brand
Ambassador Cultural Cell
Pradesh Sahu Sangh - Aaru
Sahu (folk singer), Rajim
Mata Samman - Pushpadevi
Sahu (MP representative
Bemetara), Sant Kabir Seva
Samman - Kundan Sahu
Ahiwara was awarded.

Politics of vote in the name of reservation
is unfortunate even after 75 yrs: CAVS

Jagdalpur, Jan 02: From
the new year, under the ban-
ner of the Chhattisgarh
Anarakshit Varg Sangh
(CAVS), the members asso-
ciated with the association
have started a membership
drive from the local
Golebazar Chowk. The
members of the Sangh are
continuously holding meet-
ings and planning a strate-
gy to unite the general class.
Under this, a decision has
also been taken to form an
organization at the state
level. The members said
that the general class has
now started uniting for its
interests. Membership in
hundreds in just two hours
is a proof of this. The mem-
bers said that even after 75
years of independence, if
the governments are en-
gaged in collecting votes by
misleading the people by
making reservation a lad-
der, then it is a matter of
misfortune for the country.
Everyone has been given
the right to equality in the

constitution, then why this
neglectful treatment of the
general category. After all,
why is the common class
not being thought of?

He further told that the
general class is now waking
up. Members belonging to
various political parties and
government employees
have also accepted the mem-
bership of the union. This
proves that the general class
is being neglected every-
where. And if steps are not
taken today, the future of
present and future genera-
tions will become dark. The
members told that member-
ship drive will soon be

launched in every ward of
the state and efforts will be
made to unite the people.
Soon the process of forma-
tion of the organization will
also be completed in which
legal cell will also be creat-
ed. Under whose leadership
the legal struggle will be
carried forward.

During this, a large num-
ber of other members in-
cluding Rohit Singh Arya,
Asha Acharya, Nohar Singh
Rajput, Sushil Khabari,
Prakash Joshi, Hitendri,
Mohan Lal Joshi, Shobha
Sharma, Gaurav
Mukherjee, Nirmal Jain,
Mitesh were present.

Regarding delay in
signing of bill by Guv

Tarachand Sahu Jayanti
and Surta Samman cer-
emony held in Ahirwara

Asks for more of 
beautification as well

In DAV Public School,
Bacheli

One day salary of
absent teachers will be
deducted

From Surhi 
diversion plan



DB Group BDS felicitates
Prakash M Nadar
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DDaalllliirraajjhhaarraa,,  JJaann  0022::  Co-
Secretary Kshitij Humane and
Founder President Deepak
Sahu of DB Group Blood
Donation Society (BDS) here
felicitated and honored
Prakash M. Nadar with
Chhattisgarh Seva Samman.
Nadar has the exemplary
record of donating blood in 24
states of the country. 

President Deepak Sahu said
that blood donation is a great
service and if a person donates
his blood to someone, he does
the work of saving the lives of
thousands of people and one
such person a resident of
Mumbai Maharashtra, by
name Prakash M. Nadar whose
blood group is B+ has donated

blood in 24 states and on the
activism of donating blood for
the 121st time is in Ashirwad
Blood Bank located in Nehru
Nagar, Durg district of
Chhattisgarh.  He has inspired
many youths today by donat-
ing blood for the 121st time, he

said. Media in-charge Shiva
Suryavanshi Niyaz Khan told
that Prakash Nadar contacted
DB Group in Chhattisgarh and
expressed his desire to do-
nate his blood in the state he
has been donating blood for
the last 32 years, and has now
completed a journey of one
and a half lakh kilometers
across the country, while also
participating in shows like
Kapil Sharma's show to raise
awareness. 

DB Group's Pawan Soni,
Hemant Gautam, Santosh
Kumar, Danesh Arya, Laxman
Dewangan, Bharat
Dewangan, Majeed Khan,
Mohammad Meraj, Sumit
Jain, Komal Thakur have ex-
pressed happiness on the ar-
rival of Prakash Nadar.

Susheel Shukla

Mungeli, Jan 02: The dis-
trict was formed approxi-
mately close to eight years,
but even today the people of
the district are waiting for
development and are much
dependent on its old dis-
trict Bilaspur, which in it-
self is a hoax with the peo-
ple of the district.

As per information,
about 52 district level of-
fices were opened, but at
present the officers in most
of the offices are either in
no - charge mode or lying
vacant, even though vacan-
cies were created but has
not been duly filled till date.
The problems of roads,
drinking water and educa-
tion remain the same,
when back Mungeli district
was separated from

Bilaspur in the year 2012,
the fight to make it went on
for a long time, and success
was achieved only in the
year 2012.

The region though it
started to grow under the
patronage of Minister
Mahale, but that stayed for
six years, which has got a
sabbatical after the forma-
tion of the current
Bhupesh Baghel
Government. Sitting in the
opposition the public repre-

sentatives of the region did
not get opportunities to fur-
ther develop the area and
this is the reason why the
development of the district
is not visible.

About 60 thousand
youths in the district are
still unemployed - there is a
lack of resources for em-
ployment in the district,
due to which about 60 thou-
sand youths are still roam-
ing in search of employ-
ment and the benefit of un-

employment allowance is
also not being received on
time. Meanwhile, to expand
health facilities in the dis-
trict, the government has
established health and sub-
health centers in rural
areas including the city, but
the required facilities are
not available.

There are MBBS doctors
in government hospitals
operating in other areas in-
cluding the district hospi-
tal, but they also do not

reach the hospital, and
apart from specialist doc-
tors, other staff posts are
lying vacant. Talking about
the education system in the
district, the posts of teach-
ers are vacant in the
schools running from pri-
mary to higher secondary
level in the district.

There is a shortage of
subject-wise teachers in the
government schools in the
district, in more than half
of the schools the posts of
principals are dependent
on the in-charge, and there
is shortage of staff in the
colleges as well. The same
story goes for roads and
other basic infrastructure
too, and people of the area
are awaiting development
as they have voted for gov-
ernments hoping to see a
developmental change.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jan 02: The
every year Tennis Ball
Cricket by Bajrang Cricket
Club (BCC) in Gram Tarra
was inaugurated in the
New Year by District
Panchayat member
Chandrashekhar Sahu as
the chief guest and it was
chaired by Janpad 'sabha-
pati'- Santosh Sen.

The special guests on
the occasion were Sumitra
Banjare-Sarpanch-Tarra
and Bishat Patel Gram

Adhyaksh Tarra andDr
Tuman Sahu  and Dr Gwal
Tarak.

On this occasion the
guests appealed the people
present to give due impor-
tance to sports. Chief
Guest District Panchayat
member Chandrashekhar
Sahu said that the youths
of today should give im-
portance to sports along
with education.

He said that a healthy
mind resides in healthy
body and playing any
sports makes one physical-

ly fit and therefore the stu-
dents should take up inter-
est in studies along with
sports. The sports should
be played with sportsman
spirit.

On this occasion
Santosh Sahu, Janak
Patel, President, Yadram
Sahu V-P; Rudra Patel,
Dagendra Sahu,
Chumman Tandon,
Cheman Sahu, Tukresh
Sahu, Nepal Sahu,
Hemant Verma and other
players and villagers were
present.
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Kusumkasa, Jan 02:
Kavita Urvasha from a
poor tribal family of
Doundi block has got se-
lected for MBBS and has
brought laurels to her fam-
ily and village and there
was long queue of family
and friends to extend
greetings to her for this
achievement.

When the Janpad mem-
ber Kusumkasa Sanjay
Bais got this information,
he immediate went to her
residence and extended
greetings to her. He also in-
formed that on occasion of
"Shakti Diwas' organised
by Halba-Habli Samaj of
Kusumkasa, Kavita
Urvasha will be felicitated
with shawl and srifal.

Kavita's father is a
mason and farmer by pro-
fession from Gram
Amurukasa and she in-
formed that from Class 1-5
she has studied in Gram
Amurukusa and that of
Class 6-10th in nearby vil-

lage Gram Pathara. She
cleared her class 10th
from Balod and got select-
ed in 'Prayas' residential
school Raipur and from
here she cleared her Class
11th and 12th.

During this the teachers

of 'Prayas' informed her
about the NEET exam and
so she decided to prepare
for NEET exam from a pri-
vate coaching class in
Bhilai and during which
she faced lockdown and clo-
sure of coaching class and

was deprived of coaching.
After this she started

studying for 8-10 hours
daily and it brought good
results for her. She cleared
NEET Exam and got se-
lected in Bharat Ratna
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Memorial Medical
College in Rajnandgaon
and took admission in the
first year of MBBS.

Student Kavita was bril-
liant since beginning and
wanted to become a doc-
tor and therefore she
chose this profession and
wanted to render services
to the poor in the medical
field. For this achieve-
ment, the villagers and all
her family members have
extended greetings and
wished her all the best in
all her future endeavours.

AVVV held in
Saraswati

Shishu Mandir
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 02:
'Acharya Vyaktitva Vikas
Varg' (AVVV) was heldat
Saraswati Shishu Mandir
HS School in Kharora on
Saturday. The organiser
Prakash Singh Thakur
and Principal Ashwini
Patkar inaugurated the
same by garlanding the
photo of Goddess
Saraswati and lighting the
traditional lamp.

In the first phase,
Saraswati Vandana, annu-
al song and prayers were
performed jointly by
Kanchan Verma didi and
Dimple Manikpuri didi. In

the second phase, discus-
sions were held on social
contact campaign and all
expressed their views.
Principal Ashwini Patkar
and Prakash Singh
Thakur organiser gave in-
formation about the social
contact campaign.

Under this campaign,
the Principal Ashwini
Patkar provided informa-
tion about implementa-
tion of schemes in the
state. In the final session,
Physical chief Yashwini
Nishad gave training
about Physical exercises
and Yoga and it concluded
with organisational
'mantra'.

PCC chief pays obeisance
to Goddess Bamleshwari

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jan 02: The
PCC Chief Mohan Markam
paid obeisance to Goddess
Bamleshwari at the Maa
Bamleshwari Temple on
the first day of the New
Year here on Sunday and
sought blessings for peace
and prosperity of all in the
state. During this the
Congmen accorded him
grand welcome and on this
occasion State gen. secy. Dr

Thaneshwar Patila, BCC
President Sanjiv Gomasta
and Congmen in large
number were present.
During talks with media
persons, Mohan Markam
said that the hindrance on
path of the Reservation Bill
passed by the Vidhan
Sabha and Legislature is
somewhere or the other is
acting as threat and dan-
gerous for this system of
democracy. On this occa-
sion he also held talks with

the people from the society
getting affected on account
of delay in this reservation
issue and all extended their
support in state govern-
ment's favour. As per the
programme fixed, all decid-
ed to register protest and
stage demonstration
against the same. The delay
on part of the Governor to
finalise upon the amend-
ment in the reservation bill
is being strongly opposed
by Congmen.

Massive Kalash Yatra marks 
beginning of ‘Srimad Bhagwat Katha’

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jan 02: It is in
the memory of Late
Bhukhan Lal Kumbhkar,
Late Chandravati
Khumbkar, Late VK
Kumbkar, Late PK
Kumbhkar and late
Bhaskar Kumbkar, the
Kumbkar family of Nagar
Panchayat Kharora organ-
ised 'Srimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Gyan Yagna'
week 'Katha' from Jan 1,
2023 and it will conclude on
Jan 8, 2023.

The 'Katha' recital will
be done by Pt. Yugal
Kishore Maharaj, who is a
known young
Bhagatacharya of Shri
Dhaam Ashram
Vrindavan. This Gyan

Yagna started with mas-
sive 'Kalash Yatra' from
Mangal Bavan and it
passed through Sheetala
Mandir, Mahamaya
Mandir, Kariyadama
Mandir and performing of
prayers and concluded
reaching the starting

venue of 'Katha'.
In this the residents of

city took part in the
'Kalash Yatra' and it was
welcomed at many places
all over the city. In this
Srimad Bhagwat Katha,
Laxmin, Balaram, Neera
Kumbkar, Bhoj Kumari,

Shivkumar Kumbhkar,
Annapurna, Shankar Lal
Kumbkar, Ishwari,
Radheshyam Kumbkar,
Indu Bharat Khumbkar,
Kiran, PK Kumbhkar have
appealed people from all re-
ligions along with their
family members to come

and enjoy the recital of
Srimad Bhagwat Katha.

On this occasion Pt.
Yugal Kishore Maharaj re-
cited the excerpts from the
Srimad Bhagwat Katha
and to which the people en-
joyed with great enthusi-
asm.

On January 3rd, there
will be 'Varah
Aavatar','Shiv Sati
Charitra' and 'Dhruv
Charitra', followed by Kapil
Gita. Similarly there will
be other recitals on Jan 5, 6
and 7 and it will conclude
with 'Gita Pravachan',
'havan- Poornahuti', 'sahas-
tra dhara', 'Mahaprasadi vi-
tran' and Bhog-Bhandara.

Then a Shobha Yatra will
be taken out from Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
chowk ward No. 9 and the
timing of daily recital of
'katha' will be from 1:00 pm
to 6:00 pm.
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p By Kumbhkar family
in Kharora

At Maa Bamleshwari Temple on first day of 2023

People visit temples
to welcome New Year

Kharora, Jan 03: There
was huge rush of devo-
tees along with family
members in the temples
of city to welcome the
New Year and the process
of prayers and rituals
continued almost the
whole day by the people
of city.

On the eve of New
Year, the revellers of city
bid farewell to New Year
at mid-night by cutting
the cake and bursting
fire-crackers and ex-
changed greetings on
New Year with each
other.

On the other hand, wel-
coming the first day of
the New Year on Jan 1,
2023, people visited the
temple and sought bless-
ings for a healthy and
good beginning and there
was rush in the temples
right since beginning.

Kavita brings laurels to her family and village
On getting selected for MBBS through NEET Exam

Sports is good for mental health: Sahu
Tennis Ball Cricket inaugurated in Gram Tarra

Central Chronicle News

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Jan 02: On the
first day of the New Year,
many a nature lovers
reached the region well-
known tourist site viz.
'Tathpathara' eco-tourism
site here on Sunday. There
are many such tourists
sites in the district, which
leaves tourist surrounded
in nature's beauty.

In these tourist sites,
with help of Tourism
Samitis, the facilities like
Night Camping, star gaz-
ing, trekking and others
are being offered. On the
eve of New Year, people
from different parts of
Chhattisgarh including
New Delhi and MP viz.

Bhopal, Indore,
Jabalpur, Sagar arrived
here to enjoy the facilities
and nature's true bliss

here in Tathapathara.
SDM (Revenue) Pendra
Road Pushpendra
Sharma, CEO Janpad
Gourela Sanjay Sharma,
Asst. Commissioner
Tribal Devp Dr Lalit
Shukla and Sarpanch
Gram Panchayat
Tathpathara, Sachiv and
other office bearers of
Paryatan Samiti wel-
comed the New Year with
zeal and enthusiasm.

Denizens welcome NY at Tathpathara
Tennis Ball Cricket inaugurated in Gram Tarra

Visitors reach Chandi temple
to celebrate New Year

Central Chronicle News

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  JJaann  0022::  Devotees
thronged the Chandi temple
in large numbers on New
Year's Day, Sunday and cele-
brated the arrival of the New
Year with enthusiasm. In the
same area, tourist places and
local temples, Maa Chandi
Temple and Mauli Temple,
Ram Janaki Temple, people
keep coming here for twelve
months, but this time in the
New Year the crowd of adults

and mainly children kept in-
creasing since morning. 

There was a crowd of peo-
ple in the park in the morn-
ing and evening and various
entertainments zones were
seen in the garden and due
to Sunday being a holiday,
people enjoyed the day to
the maximum. The view of
the picnic in the area's dam
and lake was festive mode
and people gathered all day
long to celebrate the coming
New Year.

Born eight year old, district awaits development
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‘Uddhav ‘backstabbed’ BJP, but got befitting reply’
Chandrapur, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Bharatiya Janata Party
president JP Nadda on
Monday alleged that Shiv
Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray “backstabbed”
the BJP and compromised
with his ideology for the
sake of power, but got a be-
fitting reply as a new gov-
ernment is now in place in
Maharashtra.

Nadda was addressing a
‘Vijay Sankalp’ rally in
M a h a r a s h t r a ’ s
Chandrapur district. The
rally is part of the BJP’s
plan to win 18 “difficult”
seats from Maharashtra in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, according to a party
leader.

Thackeray’s party had

snapped ties with long-
term ally BJP after the
2019 Maharashtra
Assembly polls.
Thackeray later tied-up
with the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) and
the Congress to form the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government in the
state.

In June last year, senior

Sena leader Eknath
Shinde led a revolt
against the party leader-
ship following which the
Thackeray government
collapsed. Shinde later be-
came the chief minister
with BJP’s Devendra
Fadnavis as his deputy.

Nadda said during the
polls it was clearly men-
tioned that “Delhi mein
Narendra...Maharashtra
mein Devendra” and the
Shiv Sena gave consent to
it at that time.

But, when the election
results came out, they
(Sena and Thackeray)
“backstabbed us” for be-
coming the chief minis-
ter, the BJP president
said.

One should understand

that in politics, power
goes only towards the
truth, he said, adding that
the “unnatural alliance”
(MVA) did not last long.

“Thackeray for the
greed of power back-
stabbed the BJP and sup-
ported those against
whom former RSS
S a r s a n g h c h a l a k
Balasaheb Deoras fought
all his life,” Nadda
claimed.

He asked the BJP work-
ers whether such people
should be forgiven.

Thackeray compro-
mised with his ideology
for the sake of power and
his government stopped
the Ganesh Utsav and
Dahi Handi programmes,
he claimed.

SULTANPURI ACCIDENT

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Scores of people gath-
ered outside the
Sultanpuri Police Station
Monday and blocked traf-
fic demanding punish-
ment for the men who
dragged a woman under
their car for kilometres.
They alleged that police
were treating the inci-
dent as an accident case.

The woman riding a
scooter was dragged
under a car being hit by it
in outer Delhi’s
Sultanpuri area Sunday
night.

She was reportedly
dragged for about four
kilometres and was found

naked by police, an event
which gave rise to specu-
lations that the woman
may have been raped too
by the occupants of the
car.

“At the time, when peo-
ple are wearing five lay-
ers of clothes in winter,
then what’s the likeli-
hood of her being found
naked,” one of the pro-
testers said.

Malti, an aunt of the
victim, said, “Police
called us and informed us
that our girl had met with
an accident.

We demand death for
all who are responsible
for her death. They did
enormous damage to her

family and must be pun-
ished.”

Meanwhile, a team
from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
reached Sultanpuri
Police Station to inspect
the Maruti Baleno car
under which the woman
was stuck long enough to
be dragged for four kilo-
metres.

Rekha, the mother of
the victim, said, “I spoke
to her at 9 pm on
Saturday and asked when
she would return. She
said she will come home
in some time. Later, I took
my medicines and went
to sleep, after that, I have
no idea what happened.”

From Rairangpur to Raisina —
Odisha’s moment of pride

Bhubaneswar, Jan 02 (PTI)

For Odisha, the high-
light of the tumultuous
year gone by was when the
‘daughter of the soil’
Droupadi Murmu became
the first tribal president of
the country.

The state celebrated
Murmu’s rise from the re-
mote Rairangpur town to
the seat of power in
Raisina Hills last July
with great fanfare and
pride. She also created a
record by becoming the
youngest president of the
country at age 64.

In the state, the ruling
BJD held fast to its grip
with the Naveen Patnaik-

led party demolishing the
opposition BJP and
Congress in the panchayat
polls and civic body elec-
tions. BJD won 80 per cent
of local bodies in rural
and urban areas.

The BJD also won the
Padampur bypoll in
December, but in a major
setback, lost the
Dhamnagar by-election in
November — its first by-
poll defeat since 2009 — to
the BJP, which managed to
retain the seat.

Marking its advent as an
industrial power, the state
received investment pro-
posals worth over Rs 10
lakh crore at the Make In
Odisha (MIO) Conclave in

November-December with
the government claiming
that if implemented, these
projects would generate
employment for 10.37 lakh
people.

Odisha also made signif-
icant gains in controlling
Naxalites as it brought
down the Left-Wing
Extremism-affected dis-
tricts from 18 to 10.

A sensational black-
mailing case also rocked
the state in October as 26-
year-old Archana Nag’s ar-
rest exposed a racket that
allegedly extorted politi-
cians, bureaucrats and
celebrities. The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) is investigating the

case, allegedly involving
crores of rupees.

A “fake” doctor hit the
headlines after he was
found to have married 18
women, besides swindling
their money. Ramesh
Chandra Swain, 54, of
Bhagabanpur in
Kendrapara district was
arrested in February after
the elaborate scam was
unearthed.

Govind Sahu, the prime
accused in the murder of a
Kalahandi teacher, died in
jail in December, leading
to a political furore in the
state as opposition parties
pointed fingers at his al-
leged close links with BJD
leaders.

ASHRAM FLYOVER CLOSURE

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Bumper-to-bumper
traffic on Monday
clogged roads near the
Ashram flyover that has
been closed for 45 days for
the construction of a
link-artery, officials said.

Some commuters took
to Twitter to share photos
of jams, while many trav-
elling on the route, dur-
ing the peak hours,
claimed they spent
around half an hour to
cross the section.

There is heavy traffic
in the area, the officials
said and added that sever-
al people called police to
report jams.

The traffic police had
earlier advised people to
park only at designated
places and plan their
journeys, especially if

they were going to hospi-
tals, bus terminals, rail-
way stations and air-
ports, owing to the fly-
over’s closure.

Traffic coming from
the Outer Ring Road,
both sides of the car-
riageways passing
through the Ashram
Chowk, DND flyover,
Mathura road and Noida
bore the brunt.

“From January 1, both
the carriageways of the
Ashram flyover will be
closed due to the con-
struction of a connecting
road between the Ashram
flyover and new DND fly-
over,” the traffic police
had said in a statement.

“The movement of traf-
fic may be restricted and
diverted accordingly
from the roads and
stretches connecting the

Ashram flyover, both side
carriageways passing
through Ashram Chowk,
DND flyover and
Mathura Road,” it had
said.

During this period,
both carriageways of the
ring road on the under-
side of the flyover will be
operational, the traffic
police had said.

The traffic police has
suggested alternative
routes to people.

Commuters coming
from the Badarpur side
are advised to follow
Mata Mandir Marg for
Ring Road and Sarai Kale
Khan, and commuters
coming from Badarpur,
Sarita Vihar and Jamia
side are advised to follow
U-turn for Captain Gaur
Marg, Lajpat Nagar,
AIIMS, they said.

Naga peace accord: A tale of so near, yet so far
Kohima, Jan 02: 

The Gordian knot en-
veloping the Naga peace
talks could not be untied
through the year gone-by,
as a final agreement ac-
ceptable to all sides re-
mained elusive with Naga
rebels and the Centre
agreeing to disagree on
two key issues.

The coming of Centre’s
new interlocutor for Naga
Peace talks, A K Mishra to
Dimapur in Nagaland ear-
lier last year and holding
parleys with representa-
tives of various Naga
groups and other stake-
holders in an effort to re-
solve the vexed problem
had spread hope that a so-
lution to the decades long
insurgency in the state
would come as a welcome
Christmas gift.

Mishra met the leader-
ship of National Socialist
Council of Nagaland (Isac-
Muivah) including veter-

an leader Th Muivah in-
side the group’s headquar-
ters in Hebron, a first in
the history of such talks.

A former special direc-
tor of the Intelligence
Bureau, Mishra succeeded
the last Interlocutor and
Nagaland Governor R N
Ravi, who was transferred
to Tamil Nadu as the
Governor in September
last year.

After this, the negotia-
tions continued in Delhi
with Muivah and other
leaders of the group for
several rounds, but a final
settlement remained elu-
sive, as the NSCN-IM re-
mained adamant on its de-
mand for a separate flag
and constitution for the
Nagas. A demand, which
till now has not favour
with the Centre.

However, while marking
the 25th year of ceasefire
with the Centre, the
NSCN-IM has assured it
will continue to uphold the

ceasefire. The reassurance
was made by the Ceasefire
Monitoring Cell (CFMC) of
the NSCN-IM on comple-
tion of 25 years of cease-
fire agreement with the
GoI entered on July 25,
1997.

The Government of
India has been holding
separate dialogue with the
NSCN-IM and the Working
Committee of Naga
National Political Groups
(NNPGs) since 1997 and
2017 respectively.

NNPGs comprise of at
least seven Naga groups.

It inked the Framework
Agreement with NSCN-IM
in August 2015 and the
Agreed Position with
NNPGs in November 2017.

While NNPGs have
agreed to accept a solution
and continue the dialogue,
the NSCN-IM has been
rigid on its demand for a
separate flag and constitu-
tion for the Nagas.

“They (Naga negotia-

tors) have come back from
Delhi and nothing is likely
to happen before
Christmas as talks will re-
sume only after the festive
season,” Nagaland Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio had
said last month.

On the other hand, the
Centre heeded to the cry of
the people of the State for
removal of Armed Forces
Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) 1958 from
Nagaland.

On March 31, the Centre
announced withdrawal of
AFSPA 1958 from 15 police
stations in 7 districts in
Nagaland with effect from
April 1, which was wel-
comed by the State govern-
ment but rejected by Naga
civil societies demanding
complete repeal of the Act
from the State.

AFSPA was imposed in
the entire state of
Nagaland from 1958 to
curb the Naga insurgency
movement.

‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ of Bengal
Cong resumes from Kolkata

Kolkata, Jan 02 (PTI) 

The West Bengal
Congress’ ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ reached Kolkata on
Monday with the party’s
state unit president Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury start-
ing a march from Taratala
in the southwest part of
the city. The yatra, which
has been renamed as
Sagar Se Pahar Tak’ in the

state, was flagged off by
Chowdhury from Ganga
Sagar Island in South 24
Parganas district on
December 28.

Joined by several senior
leaders of the party in
West Bengal, the long
march will pass through
important junctions and
streets of the city, and may
go to Netaji Bhavan at
Elgin Road where senior

leaders are likely to gar-
land Subhas Chandra
Bose’s portrait.

The yatra is also likely
to reach the party’s head-
quarters Bidhan Bhavan’
in central Kolkata and will
also visit Swami
Vivekananda’s residence
on Simla Street in north
Kolkata, where party lead-
ers are scheduled to pay
tribute to the monk.

‘BJP’s ideology differentiates
between people on religious lines’

Kolkata, Jan 02 (PTI) 

West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC
Supremo Mamata
Banerjee on Monday
lashed out at the right-
wing BJP and claimed that
the saffron party’s ideology
differentiates between peo-
ple on the basis of religion.

Banerjee also attacked
what she saw as a tacit un-
derstanding between the
Left and the BJP, accusing
the two parties, which are
ideologically poles apart, of
forging a ‘Ram-Bam’ (BJP-
Left) alliance.

Banerjee, while address-
ing a convention of party
workers and leaders, said
her party’s cadres have to
reach out to the people to
counter canards spread
against the TMC by opposi-
tion parties.

“We are followers of an
inclusive ideology. We need
to take along everyone.
BJP’s ideology differenti-
ates between people on reli-
gious lines.

“You have to listen to
people with humility,”
Banerjee told TMC work-
ers at the party pro-
gramme held at `Nazrul
Mancha’, named after the
famous Independence
struggle poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam.

In an apparent reference
to a tacit understanding be-
tween the opposition BJP

and the Left in the state,
she said, “Now, ‘Ram and
Bam’ (BJP and Left) have
become one.”

She said a proper vigi-
lance system at the party
level will be put in place to
“weed out rotten ele-
ments”.

“A proper vigilance sys-
tem will be put in place to
keep a check at the pan-
chayat level. There will be
a check and cross-check
mechanism to look into all
complaints,” she said.

With an eye on West
Bengal panchayat polls due
this year, the ruling
Trinamool Congress also
launched a new campaign
Didir Suraksha Kavach’ to
reach out to people.

The campaign was
launched by the chief min-
ister in the presence of
TMC national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee
and state president
Subrata Bakshi.

“The party will start the
campaign on January 11
and will continue with it

for 60 days. Our party
workers will reach out to
people across the state and
ensure that everyone can
avail of welfare schemes of
the state government,”
Abhishek Banerjee said
while addressing a press
conference.

Just like Duare Sarkar’
(government at your
doorstep), an outreach pro-
gramme of the state gov-
ernment, the objective of
the new campaign will be
to connect with people
through the party’s pro-
gramme, the CM said.

“Around 3.5 lakh party
workers will reach out to
around 10 crore people of
the state. It is being done so
that no one is left out. The
Duare Sarkar’ campaign of
the state government will
continue,” she said.

Banerjee, while speaking
on TMC’s vision as it com-
pleted 25 years on January
1, said the party aims at a
“united India with a
strengthened federal struc-
ture”.

NEW METRO SERVICE

Elderly people take a metro ride on newly-inaugurated Joka-Taratala line of Kolkata
Metro, Monday.

TRANSIT CAMP

Devotees on the way to Gangasagar Mela rest, at Babughat in Kolkata, Monday. 

BRIEF

Sweaters 
ii Barpeta: For over 200

poor young students of
a school in Assam’s
Barpeta district, the
first day of the new
year proved to be a
‘warm’ one, as they re-
ceived sweaters from
good samaritans
among Netizens, fol-
lowing a social media
post by a theatre
group. The movement
started with a teacher
of the school looking
for means to help her
pupils.

Duplex fire 
ii Ahmedabad: A cou-

ple and their eight-
year-old son were
killed in a fire that
broke out in a bed-
room of their duplex
house in Ahmedabad
on Monday morning,
a fire official said. The
victims were in the
bedroom located on
the first floor of the
house when the blaze
erupted at around 5
am, divisional fire offi-
cer Om Jadeja said.

Arrested 
ii Thane: A 38-year-old

man accused in a
murder case in Bihar
and absconding since
December 2021 has
been arrested by po-
lice in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, an of-
ficial said on Monday.
An FIR was regis-
tered at Nathnagar
police station in
Bihar’s Bhagalpur
district after the ac-
cused, Jibrail Jako
Pathan, allegedly
shot dead a 27-year-
old man, Imran, on
December 14, 2021
and fled with the lat-
ter’s motorcycle and
cash worth Rs 10,000,
he said.

Mishap
ii Pilibhit: Two people

were killed and three
seriously injured
when their car’s driv-
er lost control of the
vehicle and rammed
it into a house here,
police said on
Monday. The acci-
dent took place near
Devipura village
under the Sungarhi
police station area on
Sunday evening,
Circle Officer (City)
Satish Shukla said.
The youngsters were
returning from a
New Year picnic or-
ganised near the
Pilibhit Tiger
Reserve, he said,
adding that Nitesh
Gangwar (26) and
Prajwal Yadav (28)
were killed in the ac-
cident.

Held 
ii Kaushambi: A man

has been arrested for
allegedly raping a 14-
year-old girl suffering
from epilepsy on the
pretext of treating her
in Pipri police station
area of the district, po-
lice said on Sunday.
Shravan Kumar
Singh, SHO, Pipri po-
lice station said the
girl has been suffering
from epilepsy for the
past three years and
was undergoing treat-
ment in private hospi-
tals, but there was no
improvement in her
condition.

People collect water
from a source situated
kilometers away, in
Lahaul-Spiti’s Rashel 
village, Monday.

WB CM chief Mamata
Banerjee speaks during the
launch of party’s campaign
‘Didir Suraksha Kavach’, in
Kolkata, Monday. 

Heavy traffic jams, police advise
commuters take alternative routes

Locals block road demanding swift,
stern punishment for culprits

JP Nadda 



FRESH SNOWFALL

Moored boats are seen in Lake Tahoe as a coat of fresh snow is seen on a mountain the morning after a winter

storm pelted the region with a large amount of snow, in South Lake Tahoe, Calif.,Monday.
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Colombo, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Public service in Sri
Lanka is not an eight-hour
job, President Ranil
Wickremesinghe said on
Monday, as he urged public
servants to work overtime
to make the cash-strapped
island a prosperous nation
this year.

Sri Lanka was hit by an
unprecedented financial
crisis last year due to a se-
vere paucity of foreign ex-
change reserves that also
sparked political turmoil in
the island nation which led
to the ouster of the all-
powerful Rajapaksa fami-
ly. “Each person’s duties
(public servants) cannot
be limited to 8 hours a day
and 5 days a week. Let’s all
work with commitment.
By the end of 2023, I hope
to take this country for-
ward with the support of
all of you and restore nor-
malcy,” news portal news-
first.lk reported, quoting
Wickremesinghe as say-
ing during an event held at
the President’s Office here

on Monday. The President
said no public servant can
shirk responsibility as 2023
was a crucial year for the

country’s economy.
Incidentally, Sri Lanka

turns 75 as an independent
nation later this year.

National Day, also
known as Independence
Day, is celebrated on
February 4 to commemo-
rate the country’s political
independence from British
rule in 1948. From April to
July, chaos reigned
supreme in Sri Lanka,
with miles-long queues
forming at fuel stations
and irate residents coming
out in thousands blocking
roads.

‘Public service in SL is not
an eight-hour job’

Colombo, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Sri Lanka’s ousted presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa,
who fled the country in
July last year and then re-
turned after nearly two
months, has applied for
restoration of his US citi-
zenship after he failed to
get asylum in any country,
according to a media re-
port.However, the US gov-
ernment is yet to consider
the request, The Sunday
Times newspaper here re-
ported. In 2019, Rajapaksa
renounced his US citizen-
ship to contest the 2019
presidential polls. As per
Sri Lankan Constitution,
dual citizenship holders

are barred from contesting
elections.

“An appeal by his
lawyers to the US govern-
ment — more pointedly
the Department of State to
restore his citizenship,
which he renounced to
contest the November 2019
presidential election, has
still not been considered,”
the report said on Sunday.

The former president
and his immediate family
are currently in Dubai on
holiday.

Rajapaksa, 73, had made
the appeal for the restora-
tion of his US Citizenship
after he failed to seek asy-
lum in any country upon
fleeing Sri Lanka during
the anti-government
protests in 2022, the report
said.

An appeal to restore US
citizenship previously
held is a costly legal
process and time-consum-
ing, the report said.

The disgraced former
president fled Sri Lanka
on July 13 last year to the
Maldives. From there, he
travelled to Singapore and
then to Thailand.

‘Lanka’s ousted president applies
for US citizenship restoration’

Tokyo, Jan 02 (AP) 

Japan’s Emperor
Naruhito and his family
waved to throngs of New
Year’s well-wishers from
the balcony at the Imperial
Palace on Monday in the
return of a celebration
halted for the past two
years by the pandemic.

Naruhito offered
prayers for people’s happi-
ness and world peace in
their appearance Monday
beside his wife, Empress
Masako, and their daugh-
ter. Princess Aiko, who
turned 21 in December,
was appearing in her first
New Year’s public greet-

ing. Legal adulthood is 20
in Japan and a condition
for taking part in some
events featuring the em-
peror’s family.

Also standing by was
Emperor Emeritus
Akihito, who abdicated in
favour of his son in 2019,
and his wife, Empress
Emerita Michiko.

Naruhito noted the past
few years had been filled
with hardships brought on
by the pandemic.

“These must have been
hard times for many of
you,” he told the crowd

below, many waving small
Japanese flags.

For the last two years,
the emperor skipped the
public greeting and in-
stead sent video messages.
Only those who applied
and were selected in ad-
vance were allowed in the
Imperial Palace grounds
this year because of pan-
demic restrictions on
large crowds.

In September, Naruhito
made his first trip abroad
since the pandemic and
since he ascended to the
Chrysanthemum Throne,

to attend the state funeral
of Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II.

Naruhito studied at
Oxford University and
plays Western classical
music, and his family has
built close relations with
British royalty.

The emperor does not
have political power but
carries symbolic signifi-
cance for Japan, and he is
generally welcomed ador-
ingly by Japanese people
when he attends cultural
events and makes other
public appearances. (AP)

Japanese emperor greets crowd at palace 

Melbourne, Jan 02 (AP) 

Two helicopters collided
in an Australian tourist
hotspot Monday after-
noon, killing four passen-
gers and critically injur-
ing three others in a crash
that drew emergency aid
from beachgoers enjoying
the water during the
southern summer.

One helicopter appeared
to have been taking off
and the other landing
when they collided near
the Sea World theme park
in Main Beach, a northern
beach on the Gold Coast,
Gary Worrell, Queensland
state police acting inspec-
tor, said at a news confer-
ence. One helicopter land-
ed safely on a sandbank,
but debris from the other
was spread across an area
police described as diffi-
cult to access.

The dead and three most
seriously injured people
were all passengers in the
crashed helicopter.

“Members of the public
and police tried to remove
the people and they com-
menced first aid and tried
to get those people to safe-
ty from an airframe that
was upside down,” Worrell
said. “(People on) Jet Skis,
family boaters, ordinary
members of the public
rushed to assist these peo-
ple.”

Passengers in the other
helicopter, which lost its

windscreen in the crash,
are also receiving medical
assistance.

Footage of the crash
showed a helicopter short-
ly after takeoff being
clipped by another heli-
copter flying over the
water.

Sea World Helicopters, a
separate company from
the theme park, expressed
its condolences and said it
was cooperating with the
authorities handling the
crash investigation.

“We and the entire fly-
ing community are devas-
tated by what has hap-
pened and our sincere con-
dolences go to all those in-
volved and especially the
loved ones and family of
the deceased,” the state-

ment said. The company
did not confirm if it oper-
ated one or both helicop-
ters involved in the crash,
saying in the statement it
would not comment fur-
ther because of the inves-
tigation. A witness named
John told Melbourne
radio station 3AW that pa-
trons at Sea World heard
the crash.

He said staff at the
theme park moved swiftly
to close off areas closest to
the crash. “There was a
massive, massive bang,”
he said. “It was just huge.
I’m not sure if it was the
propellers or whatever
hitting against each other.
But there was this poor
lady and her son near the
helipad in tears.”

Queensland Premier
Annastacia Palaszczuk
said the accident was an
“unthinkable tragedy.

“My deepest sympa-
thies are with each of the
families and everyone af-
fected by this terrible ac-
cident,” she said.

Australian Transport
Safety Bureau chief com-
missioner Angus Mitchell
said an investigation into
the cause of the crash was
underway.

Queensland Ambulance
Service said earlier that
13 people were being as-
sessed for injuries.

The Gold Coast region
is at its busiest in
January, the peak time for
holidays in Australia’s
summer.

Helicopters collide over Australian beach

Vienna, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Underlining that differ-
ences must be settled
through talks, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on
Monday that Prime
Minister Narenrda Modi
has been in contact with
the leaders of Russia and
Ukraine, pressing them to
return to dialogue and
diplomacy as a prolonged
conflict will not serve the
interests of any party.

Jaishankar, who arrived
here from Cyprus on the
second leg of his two-na-
tion tour, made the re-
marks while delivering a
joint press statement after
his productive talks with
Austrian counterpart
Alexander Schallenberg
here. “We sincerely be-
lieve that this is not the
era of war. Differences
must be settled on the ne-
gotiating table. It is imper-
ative that there is a return
to dialogue and diplomacy.
Prolonged conflict will not
serve the interests of any

party. My Prime Minister
has been in contact with
the leaders of both na-
tions, pressing our point of
view,” Jaishankar said.

“We are also increasing-
ly anxious about the
knock-on effects of the
conflict in terms of acces-
sibility and affordability of
fuel food and fertilisers.
This is a growing concern
for the Global South,” he
added.

India has repeatedly
called on Russia and
Ukraine to return to the
path of diplomacy and dia-
logue and end their ongo-
ing conflict.

Prime Minister Modi
has spoken to the presi-
dents of Russia and
Ukraine on multiple occa-
sions and urged for imme-
diate cessation of hostili-
ties and return to the path
of diplomacy and dialogue
for the resolution of the
conflict.

In his bilateral meeting
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in
Uzbekistan on September
16, Modi said “today’s era
is not of war” and nudged
him to end the conflict.

India has not yet criti-
cised the Russian attack
on Ukraine and has been
maintaining that the crisis
should be resolved
through dialogue.

Jaishankar said Austria
is an important partner
for India in the European
Union at a time when it
seeks to upgrade its rela-
tionship. “We appreciate
its strong support for the
negotiations underway on
the FTA, the investment
agreement and the geo-
graphical indicators

agreement. Their conclu-
sion will obviously have a
positive impact on our bi-
lateral economic partner-
ship as well,” he said.

“Let me underline that
we view Austria as a seri-
ous and consequential
partner when it comes to
bilateral cooperation. You
have experiences and ca-
pabilities that are relevant
to India’s modernisation
and progress,” he said.

The two countries have
currently trade turnover
of approximately USD 2.5
billion. More than 150
Australian companies are
present in India. “We
would like those numbers
also to grow,” the minister
said. “There are many
Austrian companies who
can more actively con-
tribute to our national pri-
orities. Similarly, our en-
terprises too can generate
value and employment
when located in Austria.
Our responsibility as min-
isters is to make sure that
such partnerships hap-
pen,” he said.

‘Modi in contact with leaders
of Russia and Ukraine’

S Jaishankar

Two cashed helicopters sit on the sand at a collision scene near Seaworld, on the Gold
Coast, Australia, Monday.

p 4 passengers dead p After COVID hiatus

Baby’s body found in
dam; mother arrested
TThheessssaalloonniikkii,,  JJaann  0022  ((AAPP))
A woman has been
arrested in northern
Greece after her 11-
month-old daughter was
found dead in an irriga-
tion dam, police said
Monday.

The 29-year-old sus-
pect, whose name wasn’t
provided by authorities, is
due to appear before a
public prosecutor later
Monday to face murder
charges. Police rescuers
found the baby’s body in
the Aliakmonas Dam,
about 500 kilometres (310
miles) north of Athens.

Gotabaya Rajapaksa

Ranil Wickremesinghe

7th August, 2021 was a mo-
mentous occasion for

India, A javelin from an athlete
named Neeraj Chopra made us
proud by fetching us the gold medal
in the Tokyo Olympics. A small act in
the epilogue of this story didn’t
make it to the headlines, that of the
champion donating his javelin for
the purpose for auctioning for the
Namami Gange Program. A tradition
initiated by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, the auctioning of gifts re-
ceived by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister for the program underlines
his personal involvement and
Government’s immense commit-
ment and belief in it. Similarly, on 15
December 2022, this commitment
achieved partial fructification when
it was recognized by the United
Nations as one of world’s top 10
ecosystem restoration programs. In
his Mann Ki Baat address the
Hon’ble Prime Minister rightly stat-
ed that this was a proof of the coun-
try’s “willpower and tireless efforts”
and shows a new path to the world.
Namami Gange’s story traces it way
back to 2014 when the Hon’ble
Prime Minister launched the pro-
gram to restore the river Ganga to
its fabled glory. Enthused by the vi-
sion of Aviral (unrestricted flow) and
Nirmal (unpolluted flow) Gange, a
holistic and integrated approach
was initiated. This approach was
further reinforced by the three verti-
cals of Jan Ganga (public participa-
tion and people-river connect), Gyan
Ganga (research and knowledge
management) and Arth Ganga (self-
sustainable economic model).

So far, 406 projects worth Rs

32,898 crore have been sanctioned
for sewage treatment infrastruc-
ture, river front development, river
surface cleaning, bio-diversity pro-
tection, afforestation, public aware-
ness, industrial effluent monitoring,
Arth Ganga among others. Out of
these, 225 projects have been com-
pleted, the remaining are under vari-
ous stages of execution. About 177
sewerage infrastructure projects
have been sanctioned in the Ganga
Basin for the creation of 5,270 MLD
treatment capacity and 5,211 km
sewer network. Several of these
projects for sewerage management
have been completed. With a large
part of the initial stage achieved,
armed with renewed vigor and pre-
cious experience, we are initiating
Namami Gange 2, which has now
been extended to the tributaries
such as River Yamuna and sub tribu-
taries like Kali, Gomti, Hindon,
Damodar etc. A major reason behind
the program’s success is the Hybrid
Annuity Model under Public Private
Partnership mode (HAM-PPP), a
hitherto unknown approach in the
wastewater sector. Under HAM
model, up to 40% of the construc-
tion cost of waste water treatment
plants is paid to the operators by the
Government and the remaining is re-
leased over a period of 15 years
after assessing their performance
standards. Similarly, “One City One
Operator Model” has been intro-
duced that envisages a one stop so-
lution for city wide sewage treat-
ment. While HAM ensures commit-
ment, performance and sustainabili-
ty by the operators, “One city, one
Operator” ensures single ownership

and accountability.
For industrial pollution abate-

ment, Grossly Polluting Industries
(GPIs) have been identified and are
being monitored by reputed third
party technical institutions. This has
resulted in improved compliance by
industries. A glowing success of this
is the construction of the 20 MLD
Common Effluent Treatment Plants
(CETP) for Jajmau tannery cluster at
Kanpur (largest of its type in the
country). To aid this change, Under
Namami Gange Programme, for the
first time, the right of the river over
its own water was recognized
through an E-Flow Notification in
October 2018. The positive results
being yielded under the Program are
increasingly being seen as Model
River Rejuvenation Programme for
other rivers of the country. The sig-
nificant improvement in Ganga’s
water quality at several locations
testify its success, while in 2018,
there were four polluted stretches
on the main stem of the river, in
2021 none of the stretches are in pri-
ority I (BoD>30 ml) to IV (BoD>6-
10) and only two stretches are in the
least polluted priority V (BoD>3-6).
Ganga’s environmental cleansing
has aided the spiritual cleansing of
the people of India, and this was wit-
nessed when more than 20 crore
people took bath in it during the
Kumbh. Increased sightings of
Gangetic Dolphins, Gharials, Otters
and other aquatic species serve as a
reminder of the same every day.
Even minute details like rejuvenat-
ing local fish species have been
taken care of under the National
Ranching Program-2022. This ap-
proach is most notable in the in-
creased population of the highly lu-
crative Hilsa Fish and subsequent
prosperity of our fishermen.
Multipronged and holistic in nature,
the program has resulted in the af-
forestation of 30,000 hectares in the
Ganga basin, Spring Rejuvenation,
Wetland Conservation, Rejuvenation
of Traditional Water Bodies and
Reuse of Treated water.

The Prime Minister also espoused
the Arth Ganga concept in 2019 dur-
ing the first meeting of the National
Ganga Council. The central idea of

“Arth Ganga” is linking people and
the river Ganga through the bridge
of economics in line with the slogan
of “Banking on River Ganga”. Both
Jan Ganga and Arth Ganga have now
become the engine to transform
Namami Gange into a Jan Andolan.
The past few months have been
eventful for the program, six new
verticals have been identified under
Arth Ganga which are Zero Budget
natural farming, Monetization and
Reuse of Sludge & Wastewater,
Livelihood Generation Opportunities
such as ‘Ghat Mein Haat’, promotion
of local products, Ayurveda, medici-
nal plants etc, Public Participation to
ensure increased synergies between
stakeholders, Cultural Heritage &
Tourism that looks to introduce boat
tourism through community jettis,
promotion of yoga, adventure
tourism and Ganga Artis and
Institutional Building by enhancing
the local capacities for better decen-
tralized water governance. The es-
tablishment of Jalaj Kendras, as
mentioned by the Hon’ble PM, is
also a step towards building a sus-
tainable river centric economic
model. Out of 75 Jalaj Kendras, 26
have already been launched. It is an
initiative to create livelihood oppor-
tunities for those living on the banks
of the river by setting up facilities
and providing handholding to the
local people. The New phase of
Namami Gange can’t come at a
more opportune time, when we are
remembering the great Atalji on his
birth anniversary, celebrating India’s
Amrit Kaal and India’s elevation to
the G20 Presidency. It was Atalji who
had once said, “India is not only a
piece of land, here in every stone
there is Lord Shiva and every drop of
water is Ganga Jal”. The stalwart
would surely be smiling from the
heavens when he sees us actualizing
his dream, he would surely be proud
of our ascendancy on the world
stage as an environmental champi-
on while holding steadfast to the
ideals of ‘One Earth One Family One
Future’ in the true spirit of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

((TThhee  WWrriitteerr  iiss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr  
ffoorr  JJaall  SShhaakkttii  ))
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Border skirmishes 
Despite a number of mil-

itary-level talks between
India and China, there
have been reports of fre-
quent border skirmishes
between the troops of both
the countries from time to
time. Few are unaware that
an ill-defined 3,440 km-long
disputed border is the root
cause of the long-standing
border tensions.
Competition between the
two giants to build infra-
structure along the border
is also one of the major
causes. Besides, one of the
main triggers for the fre-
quent clashes between the
Indian and Chinese troops
is India's construction of a
new road to a high-altitude
air base. It's high time the
Indian government assess-
es other non-military poli-
cy options apart from the
blanket calls for boycotting
Chinese products. It should
also increase scrutiny on
inbound investment and
there must be restrictions
on Chinese equipment in
India's large and growing
telecom sectors. Moreover,
involvement of the Chinese
companies in building 5G
infrastructure should be
banned. It's felt that the
government can handle the
frequent border skirmish-
es by re-examining its level
of interaction in other
areas. Last but not the
least, every country should
promote the ethical con-
cept of universal brother-
hood. The feeling of togeth-
erness and peace needs to
be instilled in every young
mind as the earth is the
common property of
mankind.

Dipen Gogoi, via mail

Room B-201
Many may know that

during the FIFA 2022 World
Cup the entire Argentine
team had stayed in the
Qatar University campus,
where the players were ac-
corded similar accommo-
dation and facilities that a
student of the university
would get. This naturally
will evoke keen interest for
plenty of visitors to the
university to know that in
which room of the campus
the Argentine legend
Lionel Messi had stayed
during the campaign.
Playing a pivotal role in
every game, the left-footed
genius ended his country's
36-year-long wait to win the
prestigious trophy in Qatar.
To immortalize the feat,
therefore, the University of
Qatar has decided to con-
vert Room B-201, where
Messi had stayed, into a
miniature museum.
Interestingly, the room and
the entire area of the uni-
versity campus now sport a
new look with a blue and
white theme to match the
Argentine team's jersey.
This is indeed a huge hon-
our for Messi and
Argentina. Perhaps, hence-
forth in sporting lingo,
number '201' will resonate
with Messi and World Cup
football.

Ranganathan
Sivakumar, Chennai 

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  JANUARY  03,  2023

People wearing traditional attire take out tableaux of traditional costumes and dishes during the 'Manali Winter Carnival 2023',
in Manali, Monday.

TRADITIONAL COSTUMES

B
y a majority verdict, the Supreme Court on
Monday upheld the government's 2016 decision to

demonetise the currency notes of Rs 1,000 and Rs 500
denominations. A five-judge Constitution bench of the
apex court, headed by Justice S A Nazeer, said the
Centre's decision-making process could not have been
flawed as there was consultation between the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and the Union government. The
court said the notification dated November 8, 2016,
which announced the decision to scrap the high-value
currency notes, cannot be said to be unreasonable and
struck down on the ground of decision-making process.
The apex court said it is not relevant whether the objec-
tive behind the decision was achieved or not. "The noti-
fication dated November 8, 2016 valid, satisfies test of
proportionality," the bench, also comprising justices B R
Gavai, A S Bopanna, V Ramasubramanian and B V
Nagarathna, said. Justice Nagarathna differed from the
majority judgment on the point of the Centre's powers
under section 26(2) of the RBI Act. There has to be great
restraint in matters of economic policy and the court
cannot supplant the wisdom of the executive by a judi-
cial review of its decision, a five-judge Constitution
bench of the apex court, headed by Justice S A Nazeer,
said. "Parliament should have discussed the law on de-
monetisation, the process should not have been done
through a gazette notification. Parliament cannot be left
aloof on an issue of such critical importance for the
country," Justice Nagarathna said. She also said there
was no independent application of mind by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and only its opinion was sought,
which cannot be said to be a recommendation. The
bench, also comprising justices B R Gavai, A S Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian, said the Centre's decision-
making process could not have been flawed as there
was consultation between the RBI and the Union gov-
ernment. The top court's judgment came on a batch of
58 petitions challenging the demonetisation exercise
announced by the Centre on November 8, 2016.

B lack carbon aerosols have indirectly affected the
mass gain of the Tibetan Plateau glaciers by

changing long-range water vapour transport from the
South Asian monsoon region, a study has found. The
South Asia region adjacent to the Tibetan Plateau has
among the highest levels of black carbon emission in
the world, the researchers said. Black carbon aerosols
are produced by the incomplete combustion of fossil
fuels and biomass, and are characterised by strong light
absorption. Many studies have emphasised black car-
bon aerosols from South Asia can be transported across
the Himalayas to the inland region of the Tibetan
Plateau. Researchers noted that black carbon deposi-
tion in snow reduces the albedo of surfaces -- a measure
of how much of Sun's radiations are reflected -- which
may accelerate the melting of glaciers and snow cover,
thus changing the hydrological process and water re-
sources in the region. The study, published in Nature
Communications, found that since the 21st century,
South Asian black carbon aerosols have indirectly af-
fected the mass gain of the Tibetan Plateau glaciers by
changing long-range water vapour transport from the
South Asian monsoon region. "Black carbon aerosols in
South Asia heat up the middle and upper atmosphere,
thus increasing the North South temperature gradient,"
said Professor KANG Shichang from Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS). 

"Accordingly, the convective activity in South Asia is
enhanced, which causes convergence of water vapour
in South Asia. Meanwhile, black carbon also increases
the number of cloud condensation nuclei in the atmos-
phere," Shichang said. These changes in meteorological
conditions caused by black carbon aerosols make more
water vapour form precipitation in South Asia, and the
northward transport to the Tibetan Plateau was weak-
ened, the researchers said. As a result, precipitation in
the central and the southern Tibetan Plateau decreases
during the monsoon, especially in the southern Tibetan
Plateau, they said. The decrease in precipitation further
leads to a decrease of mass gain of glaciers. From 2007
to 2016, the reduced mass gain by precipitation de-
crease accounted for 11 per cent of the average glacier
mass loss on the Tibetan Plateau and 22.1 per cent in
the Himalayas. "The transboundary transport and depo-
sition of black carbon aerosols from South Asia acceler-
ate glacier ablation over the Tibetan Plateau.
"Meanwhile, the reduction of summer precipitation
over the Tibetan Plateau will reduce the mass gain of
plateau glaciers, which will increase the amount of gla-
cier mass deficit," Shichang added.

Black carbon aerosols
increase glacial mass loss

over Tibetan plateau

SC upholds demonetisation

Namami Gange: A Nirmal and viral
testimony of  country’s willpower

Tirthankar Mitra

I ndia will witness a slew of
elections in 2023 together

with the answer to the so far unan-
swered question whether Rahul
Gandhi can rediscover leadership
initiative in search of which he has
failed and faltered in the last eight
years of Narendra Modi’s rule. For
2023 is dotted with elections which
inarguably pen the political script
of 2024 Lok Sabha polls. Even as
Rahul Gandhi continues to march
in his Bharat Jodo Yatra it needs to
be seen whether his walk revives
Congress as the election results
will reveal and pose a challenge to
the popularity of Narendra Modi
who is nearing the end of his sec-
ond term in May 2024.

Elections are scheduled to be
held in Tripura, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh,
Mizoram and Telangana. With BJP

and Congress as the principal po-
litical protagonists and Aam Aadmi
Party and Trinamool Congress
pitching in, the outcome of the
elections will be a pointer which
way the political wind is blowing.
Alliances will be cobbled up and
party policies redrawn as the key
players have tested the water for
the big fight next year.  The last
thing that BJP can do is to rest on
its laurels resounding victories in
Gujarat, UP, Uttarakhand, Goa and
Manipur notwithstanding.

Come 2023 elections, the
Congress fancies it’s chances in
Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh.
It’s leadership feels it will be en-
trenched in Chhattisgarh. The
biggest challenge to the
Opposition leadership and of
course, the Congress is how effec-
tively it counters politics of polari-
sation. It is likely to worsen in the
poll season. For the fate of more
than 100 Lok Sabha seats will be

linked to the electoral success or
failure of the elections in the nine
states. Though it has to be taken in
consideration that these results
will not be the final word as BJP
having lost to Congress in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, a year later defeat-
ed its opponent in the Lok Sabha
polls. The AAP has bigger areas of
influence in its sight as it has ambi-
tions of becoming a national level
political player. Its success in
Punjab and small but significant
forays in Goa and Gujarat has
made AAP a bankable participant
in 2023 poll race.

Now is the time now for Rahul
Gandhi to identify himself as a
match winner for his party after
having criss crossed the country.
Of course, he is far from stepping
into the shoes of the great man
who stirred his countrymen
through his Dandi march, time is
nigh for the Gandhi scion to dis-

play his leadership acumen.
Having stayed away from the 2022
assembly elections in the later part
of the year as he was in BJY, the
2023 state elections are an acid
test for him. For they pose a chal-
lenge and offer an opportunity.
The Congress tasted success in
Himachal Pradesh election after a
four year drought. But having
faced humiliating defeats in
Punjab and Gujarat it is back to a
square one. Triumphant return of
Congress to national politics as
principal challenger to BJP is to be
scripted in these 2023 elections.
Therein lies the Yatra’s success as
it would otherwise be dubbed a
journey, without political dividends
in terms of power. Uniting the peo-
ple has been stated to be the goal
of BJY which many has derided as
a maverick’s meanderings.
Success in these state elections
will see Rahul Gandhi as an astute
leader with his finger on the peo-

ple’s pulse. Even as Rahul Gandhi
is between the poles of revive or
perish, another challenge lies
ahead of him. In the event of an
electoral success it has to be
viewed as the triumph of his party
and not his person as personality
cult has been the bane Congress
since the days of his grandmother,
Indira Gandhi.

BJY aimed to address citizens.
Electoral success or the lack of it
in the coming elections will spell
out whether Rahul Gandhi has
been able to reach out to larger
number of the voters  than Prime
Narendra Narendra Modi or fallen
short of it. The response of other
Opposition parties to join BJY has
been lukewarm to say the least.
They will flock to the Congress
following a resounding electoral
success in 2023 state election but
otherwise the grand old party will
be no match compared to the BJP
on Lok Sabha eve. 

State elections will prove Rahul Gandhi’s mass acceptance
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Appointment

New Delhi: Hyundai
Motor India Ltd on
Monday announced
senior management
elevations, including
that of Tarun Garg as
Chief Operating
Officer. Garg, who was
earlier Director
(Sales, Marketing &
Service) will oversee
sales, marketing, serv-
ice and product strate-
gy in his new role,
Hyundai Motor India
Ltd (HMIL) said in a
statement. As part of
the changes in its sen-
ior management lead-
ership, HMIL also said
Gopala Krishnan CS,
Vice President
(Production) has been
elevated as Chief
Manufacturing
Officer (CMO) over-
seeing production,
quality management
and supply chain. The
elevations are effec-
tive from January 1,
2023, it added.

Coffee exports 
New Delhi: Coffee
shipments from India,
Asia’s third-largest
producer and ex-
porter, rose 1.66 per
cent to 4 lakh tonne in
2022 on rise in instant
coffee exports and re-
exports, according to
the Coffee Board.
Exports stood at 3.93
lakh tonne in 2021. In
value terms, coffee ex-
port was higher at Rs
8,762.47 crore in 2022
as against Rs 6,984.67
crore in the previous
year. India ships both
Robusta and Arabica
varieties, besides in-
stant coffee.
According to the
Board’s latest data,
shipment of Robusta
coffee declined mar-
ginally to 2,20,974
tonne in 2022 from
2,20,997 tonne in the
previous year.

OYO bookings

New Delhi, Jan 02:
Travel tech firm OYO
witnessed a record 4.5
lakh-plus bookings on
New Year’s eve, its
highest bookings per
hotel per day for India
in the last 5 years,
Founder and Group
CEO Ritesh Agarwal
said. In a series of
tweets, Agarwal spoke
about the “busiest day
of the year” for the
travel technology
company and shared
that OYO saw higher
bookings in Varanasi
as compared to Goa.
“Over 450k-plus book-
ings were made on
this New Year’s Eve
globally. This is 35 per
cent more than last
year. We are also see-
ing the highest book-
ings per hotel per day
for India in the last 5
years,” Agarwal in-
formed. The year 2022
saw a major uptick in
travel and tourism.
Globally, leisure desti-
nations have led the
travel recovery curve,
while in India, busi-
ness and cultural trav-
el have significantly
contributed to the sec-
tor. “Bookings 
from Goa are rising by
the hour.

METRO RIDE

People board and deboard a metro train on newly-inaugurated Joka-Taratala line of Kolkata Metro, Monday,
Jan. 2, 2023. It was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Dec. 30, 2022.

New Delhi, Jan 02:  

The Indian economy re-
covered from the COVID-
induced downturn during
2022 and is poised for fur-
ther improvement in the
coming quarters though
downside risks emanating
from geopolitical tensions,
strengthening dollar and
elevated inflation will con-
tinue. The positive trajecto-
ry in the growth trend and
improved fundamentals
will help the nation in neu-
tralising the impact of
global headwinds which
are expected to have a bear-
ing on the country’s ex-
ports in the months to
come. The challenges be-
fore the government and
the Reserve Bank in the
new year would be to ar-
rest inflation, check declin-
ing value of rupee against
US dollar and promote pri-
vate investment and
growth, with a view to en-
sure that the country re-
mains one the fastest grow-

ing major economies of the
world. India recorded a
growth of 9.7 per cent in
the first half of 2022-23
(April-September), as
against 5.6 per cent in
Indonesia, 3.4 per cent in
the UK, 3.3 per cent in
Mexico, 3.2 per cent in the
Euro area, 2.5 per cent in
France, 2.2 per cent in
China, 1.8 per cent in the
USA and 1.7 per cent in
Japan. “From the view-
point of India, in terms of
headwinds originating
abroad, the worst is proba-
bly behind us ... Overall, I

still expect us to end the
current fiscal year with a
growth rate exceeding 7
per cent. “Next year, the 7
per cent growth rate
should sustain assuming
the forthcoming Budget
does not have any negative
surprises,” opined former
vice-chairman of the Niti
Aayog and noted econo-
mist Arvind Panagariya.
The biggest problem the
economy faced was persist-
ent high inflation which re-
mained above the Reserve
Bank’s comfort level for the
most of the year. Infact, the

RBI had to file a report to
the central government on
why it failed to check infla-
tion. The depreciating
rupee against the US dollar
too remained a challenge
for policy makers making
imports costlier and in
turn impacting the coun-
try’s current account
deficit. The rupee, accord-
ing to analysts, will contin-
ue to remain under pres-
sure in the coming months.
Exports too faced global
headwinds and the things
may not be rosy either in
2023, because of recession
in key western markets
and geo-political crisis due
to the Russia-Ukraine war.
Later months of 2022 wit-
nessed lots of job cuts in
the technology segment
amid global economic tur-
moil, though a mixed bag
of opportunities is likely to
greet job aspirants in the
New Year as telecom and
services-oriented sectors
are anticipated to acceler-
ate hiring.

Indian economy poised for further 
growth in 2023 despite global headwinds

Washington, Jan 02:  

A third of the global
economy will be in reces-
sion this year, the IMF
chief has said, and warned
that 2023 will be “tougher”
than last year as the US,
EU and China will see their
economies slow down.
Kristalina Georgieva, the
chief of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
made these grim asser-
tions on Sunday during a
CBS news programme
“Face the Nation.” It comes
at a time when the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine shows
no signs of abating after
more than 10 months, with
spiralling inflation, higher
interest rates and the surge
in coronavirus infections
in China fuelled by the
Omicron variant. “We ex-
pect one-third of the world
economy to be in reces-
sion,” Georgieva said on
the news programme. The
year 2023 will be tougher

than last year because the
economies of the US, the
EU and China will slow
down, she said. “Even in
countries that are not in re-
cession, it would feel like a
recession for hundreds of
millions of people,” she ex-
plained. In October last
year, the IMF trimmed its
growth forecast for 2023.
“Global growth is forecast
to slow from 6 per cent in
2021 to 3.2 per cent in 2022
and 2.7 per cent in 2023.
This is the weakest growth
profile since 2001 except for
the global financial crisis
and the acute phase of the
COVID-19 pandemic,” it
said.

Recession will hit a 
third of the world this year,

warns IMF chief

NMDC hikes iron
ore lump rates by

Rs 200/ton
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJaann  0022:: State-
owned NMDC on Monday
announced that it has hiked the
prices of iron ore lumps by Rs
200 to Rs 4,300 per tonne. The
country’s largest iron ore miner
has also increased rates of iron
ore fines by Rs 500 to Rs
3,410/tonne, NMDC said in a
regulatory filing. The prices are
effective January 1, and
exclude royalty, district mineral
fund (DMF), National Mineral
Exploration Trust (DMET), cess,
forest permit fee and other
taxes, the company said. Lump
ore or high-grade iron contains
65.53 per cent Fe (iron), while
fines are inferior grade ore with
64 per cent and less Fe content.
In the last price revision
announced on November 30,
NMDC had fixed the rate of the
lump at Rs 4,100 per tonne and
that of fines at Rs 2,910 a tonne
with immediate effect. Iron ore
is one of the key raw materials
used in the manufacturing of
steel, and any movement in its
prices has a direct impact on
the rates of the steel, an alloy
widely used in segments such
as construction, infrastructure,
automobile and railways. 

Mumbai, Jan 02: 

Bajaj Auto, the world’s
most valuable two-wheel-
er and three-wheeler com-
pany, has launched the
all-new Pulsar P150 in
India. This highly agile
and manoeuvrable bike
comes with a modern,
sporty design that com-
plements its powerful and
refined 150cc engine giv-
ing riders a great-to-look-
at, great-to-ride machine.
After the 250cc (N250 and
F250) and 160cc (N160)
versions, this is Pulsar’s
third offering on the all-
new platform that was
launched in October 2021.

The new Pulsar P150
has been engineered to
significantly enhance the
signature ‘Pulsar rush’
due to improved power
delivery, sportier design
and reduced weight. In
this new avatar, the P150

uses all the enhance-
ments of the new Pulsar
platform to inspire a new
generation of Pulsar rid-
ers by amping up all the
things Pulsar is famous
for. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Rakesh Sharma,

Executive Director –
Bajaj Auto Ltd., said,
“Two decades ago, Pulsar
150 created the genre of
sports sporty street mo-
torcycling. With the
launch of the all-new
Pulsar P150, we have

again raised the perform-
ance bar! The P150s are a
great addition to the new
Pulsar platform, which
has already seen the
launch of the 250s and the
dual-channel-ABS-fitted
N160. Engineering and
design excellence com-
bined with an intimate
knowledge of the cus-
tomer have shaped the
Pulsar P150, which is sure
to delight its vast cus-
tomer base!” The Pulsar
P150 is attractively priced
at Rs 1,20,454 (ex-show-
room) for twin-disc vari-
ant and Rs 1,17,453 (ex-
showroom) for single-disc
variant. It will be avail-
able in 5 colours for both
variants – Racing Red,
Caribbean Blue, Ebony
Black Red, Ebony Black
Blue and Ebony Black
White. The motorcycle
was launched in Raipur
today.

Bajaj Auto launches the all-new Pulsar P150

New Delhi, Jan 02: 

Online gaming compa-
nies will not be allowed to
engage in betting on the
outcome of games under
the principle laid in draft
rules, Minister of State for
Electronics and IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on
Monday. The minister said
that as of now, all permis-
sible online gaming will
need to be registered with
a self-regulatory organisa-
tion that will be account-
able to the online gaming
rules. “As per the princi-
ples laid under the rule,
wagering on the outcome
of game will not be al-
lowed. All online gaming
companies will have to
register with the self-regu-
latory body that will de-
cide on the action required
to be taken as per the

rules,” Chandrasekhar
said. The Ministry of
Electronics and IT has
published draft rules for
online gaming companies
and has invited comments
on the same by January 17.
The government has pro-
posed a self-regulatory
mechanism, mandatory
verification of players and
physical Indian address
for online gaming compa-

nies, according to the draft
online gaming rules.
Online gaming companies
will be covered under the
new IT rules that were is-
sued in 2021 for social
media platforms. Online
gaming platforms are ex-
pected to comply with the
laws of the land, including
any such law that relates
to gambling or betting. “If
you bet on an outcome of
the game, it is prohibited.
The self-regulatory organi-
sations will develop filters
and tests required to de-
cide permissible gaming,
be it a game of chance or
game of skills or anything
else,” Chandrasekhar
said. He said that the ob-
jective of the rule is to
grow the online gaming
sector and encourage in-
novation. “We are not
policing.

Betting on outcomes of games will not be
allowed; rules expected in Feb : MoS IT

Mumbai, Jan 02:  

The RBI on Monday said
state-owned SBI, along
with private sector lenders
ICICI Bank and HDFC
Bank continue to be
Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs)
or institutions which are
‘too big to fail’. SIBs are
perceived as banks that
are ‘too big to fail (TBTF)’.
This perception of TBTF
creates an expectation of
government support for
these lenders in times of
distress. Due to this, these
banks enjoy certain ad-
vantages in the funding
markets. “SBI, ICICI Bank
and HDFC Bank continue
to be identified as
Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs),
under the same bucketing
structure as in the 2021 list

of D-SIBs,” the Reserve
Bank said in a statement.
The additional Common
Equity Tier 1 (CET1) re-
quirement for D-SIBs was
phased-in from April 1,
2016 and became fully ef-
fective from April 1, 2019.
The additional CET1 re-
quirement will be in addi-
tion to the capital conser-
vation buffer.

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) had an-
nounced SBI and ICICI
Bank as D-SIBs in 2015 and
2016. Based on data collect-
ed from banks as on
March 31, 2017, HDFC
Bank was also classified as
a D-SIB. The current up-
date is based on data col-
lected from banks as on
March 31, 2022. The frame-
work for dealing with D-
SIBs was issued in July
2014.

SBI, ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank 
continue to remain systemically

important banks: RBI

New Delhi, Jan 02:  

India’s manufacturing
sector activity rose to a 13-
month high in December,
supported by healthy in-
flows of new business and
strong demand conditions,
according to a monthly
survey. The seasonally ad-
justed S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) stood at 57.8 in

December, up from 55.7 in
November, as business
conditions improved to the
greatest extent in over two
years. The December PMI
data pointed to an im-
provement in overall oper-
ating conditions for the
18th straight month. In
PMI parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion
while a score below 50 in-
dicates contraction.
“Following a promising

start to 2022, the Indian
manufacturing industry
maintained a strong per-
formance as time pro-
gressed, wrapping the
year with the best expan-
sion in production seen
since November 2021,”
Pollyanna De Lima,
Economics Associate
Director at S&P Global
Market Intelligence, said.

Hiring activity was
stretched to December,
while more inputs were ac-
quired as firms sought to
supplement production
and add to their invento-
ries. Demand resilience
boosted sales growth in
December. Panellists con-
tinued to obtain healthy
inflows of new business,
and stepped up production
to the greatest extent seen
since November 2021.

India’s mfg PMI hits 13-month high in 
Dec on rise in new orders, strong demand

New Delhi, Jan 02: 

Six years after the
shock move to ban 86 per
cent of the currency in
circulation, cash is still
the king with official data
showing close to doubling
of cash with the public.
The value of the curren-
cy in circulation (or pub-
lic holding of cash) stood
at Rs 32.42 lakh crore as
on December 23, 2022, ac-
cording to Reserve Bank
data. This compares to Rs
17.74 lakh crore worth of
notes in circulation (NiC)
on November 4, 2016, days
before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced outlawing of old
1,000 and 500 rupee notes
to target black money
and fight corruption. NiC
fell to about Rs 9 lakh
crore after demonetisa-

tion. Compared with
January 6, 2017, the cash
in circulation has seen a
more than 3-fold or 260
per cent jump, while from
November 4, 2016, it has
seen about 83 per cent
rise. After the shock an-
nouncement, the govern-
ment gave a limited-time
window for the public to
return the banned cur-
rency. According to the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), almost the entire

amount of currency
withdrawn was turned
in. The total value of
notes returned by the
public was Rs 15.3 lakh
crore or 99.3 per cent of
the total of Rs 15.4 lakh
crore of notes in circula-
tion on November 8, 2016.
This raised questions
over the purpose of a
shock move that trig-
gered a sharp slowdown
in the economy and put
the public to hardship.

Six yrs after Demo: Cash is king,
circulation up 83 pc over 2016

Mumbai, Jan 02:

Transform Schools,
People For Action
launches Masti Ki
Paathshaala - a joyful
learning initiative in the
government schools in
partnership with
SCERT, Chhattisgarh.
The 12-hours fun learn-
ing Masti Ki
Paathshaala will be
rolled out via digital
mode through DIKSHA
platform.

The fun activity-based
content will engage stu-
dents of grades 6-9 in
socio-emotional learn-
ing, foundational con-
cepts of environment
and ecosystem science,

and outdoor DIY activi-
ties to build responsibili-
ty among students to
their immediate envi-
ronment. The second
edition of Masti Ki
Paathshaala is aimed at
helping students to re-
engage with learning
using a thoughtfully cu-
rated set of interactive
learning content that
students can work at
their own pace.

The students will en-
gage with learning in a
way that sparks their cu-
riosity and the interest
in learning more, build-
ing conceptual clarity
and awareness of how
this fits into 21st century
real life scenarios.

Transform Schools
launches IInd edition of

Masti Ki Paathshaala

P athaan is being touted
as India’s biggest ever

action spectacle that audi-
ences have ever seen on the
big screen. The visually
spectacular Yash Raj Films’
action extravaganza,
Pathaan, is part of Aditya
Chopra’s ambitious spy uni-
verse and has the biggest
superstars of the country
Shah Rukh Khan, Deepika
Padukone and John
Abraham in it. The makers
are constantly dropping
breadcrumbs to the fans
and audiences so that they
are constantly discovering
new information about this
most anticipated film in re-
cent times. It looks like YRF
released the jukebox of
Pathaan on Friday and it in-
terestingly has a Pathaan
theme track and a Jim
theme track which led to
fans figuring out that John,
who plays Pathaan’s arch-
enemy, is going to be called
Jim! Director Siddharth
Anand had earlier revealed
that he will present John in
a super slick avatar in
Pathaan. He had said, “I
have always believed in the
fact that the villain’s projec-
tion should be as big, if not
bigger than that of the
hero’s. Only when the vil-
lain is massive, can the tus-
sle between them be spec-
tacular. And we have an ex-
traordinary battle when
SRK takes on John!” YRF’s
adrenaline pumping film is
set to release on Jan 25, 2023
in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

ACROSS

1. Belfry dwellers

5. Urgent abbr.

9. Slowpoke

14. Long, narrative poem

15. Eat in style

16. Brief

17. Handling

19. Pinnacles

20. Turtle

21. Adjusted beforehand

22. Printers’ measures

23. Gallery contents

24. Norms

25. Church official

27. Posted

31. Chimney residue

35. ____ versus Wade

36. Froster

37. City transportation

38. Little

40. Biblical pronoun

41. Excuse me!

42. Umpire’s cry

43. Long ago

44. Ditty

45. Spanish party

49. Practice boxing

51. Court divider

52. Agent (abbr.)

55. Fix

58. Scenic view

60. Cook’s oil

61. Ambulance worker

62. Modify

63. Store sign

64. Fine sand

65. Raises children

66. “____ of Eden”

67. Playthings

DOWN

1. Midler or Davis

2. Kitchen garb

3. Cake layers

4. Beat it!

5. Respect

6. Nap

7. Green Gables girl

8. Teacher’s favorite

9. Drummer Ringo ____

10. Requirement

11. Upper limbs

12. Understood! (2 wds.)

13. For fear that

18. Warty amphibian

21. Discussion group

24. Swimming spot

26. Box

28. Reverberate

29. At no time, in verse

30. Family diagram

31. Right away!

32. Honolulu’s island

33. Plow-pulling animals

34. Modern convenience

38. As yet (2 wds.)

39. Naturalist John ____

46. Traps

47. Renter

48. Molecule component

50. Wharves

52. CB ____

53. Poet ____ Dickinson

54. Treaties

55. Jungle sound

56. She, in Paris

57. Mideast bread

58. Father

59. Relax

61. Edgar Allan ____
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AA  ngoori and Anita Bhabi
virtually meet their

#SabseBadeDeewaneMastane
this Valentine’s Month - &TV
invited fans of Angoori Bhabi
(Shubhangi Atre) and Anita
Bhabi (Nehha Pendse) from
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai to
#ShareYourLove by participat-
ing in the
#SabseBadeDeewaneMastane
campaign. As part of this
month-long campaign in
February, fans got the chance
to express their love and affec-
tion for their favourite Bhabijis
in the way they can and prefer.
Be it poetry, sketches, mes-
sages, Shayari, songs, etc.
Fans conveyed their messages
on &TV’s social media handles
(@AndTVOfficial) on
Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter via the comment sec-
tion of its announcement video
post or through direct mes-
sages. Towards the end of the
month, all the participating

fans were sent a direct link for
a virtual meet and greeted
with Angoori Bhabi.
Watch and Win with &TV’s Ek
Mahanayak – Dr B.R.
Ambedkar -  Between April 1st
and April 29th, &TV launched a
"Watch and Win" contest.
During the show's episode, a
simple question related to
Babasaheb's life journey was
asked, and the participants
stood a chance to win a gold e-
voucher worth INR 5,500. A
special celebration was held

for &TV viewers throughout
April in honour of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar's 131st birthday.
131st Ambedkar Jayanti
Special Track in &TV’s Ek
Mahanayak-Dr B.R. Ambedkar
- On the 131st birth anniver-
sary celebration of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar, a special track was
introduced in the show. Here,
the audience saw Ramji Sakpal
(Jagannath Nivangune),
Ramabai (Narayani Varne) and
people from the chawl where
they reside plan a surprise

birthday celebration for
Bhimrao (Atharva). On the
morning of his birthday,
Bhimrao finds Ramabai writing
a letter and gets curious. He is
more startled by his elder
brother Bala's presence after
years—playing the dhol—and
this takes him down memory
lane, recalling their childhood
memories. Much to his delight,
Bala is joined by Sunaar,
Panditji, Mangesh, Dhruv, and
Bhim’s teacher, Ambedkar
Guruji from Satara, along with

his sisters Ganga, Manjula, and
his Rakhi sister, Madhvi. Bhim
gets extremely emotional rem-
iniscing about his childhood in
Satara, and he fondly remem-
bers his Aai, Bhimabai (Neha
Joshi), and the indescribable
bond he shared with her.
Viewers were also in for a sur-
prise with a song sequence
dedicated to Bhimrao.

&TV will join forces with
Mumbai Traffic Police for an
awareness campaign on Road
Safety. &TV’s immensely
popular and beloved bhabhis,
Angoori (Shubhangi Atre)
and Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) will reinforce
numerous road safety meas-
ures like wearing helmets,
seatbelts, no drinking and
driving, among others. Both
the bhabhis will be seen urg-
ing Mumbaikars to follow the
rules in their unique style,
characteristic of their on-
screen personalities.

Tender moments with &TV fans 

AA s an artist and animation
film designer, Dhimant

Vyas has had a long and eventful
journey. Apart from organizing
exhibitions independently and
paving the way for several cre-
ative innovations, Dhimant has
also collaborated with many
luminaries from the Indian film
industry on several reputed proj-
ects. 

When Dhimant designed the
title animation sequence for
superstar Aamir Khan’s debut
directorial venture ‘Taare
Zameen Par’, the perfectionist
lauded him for his efforts and for
creating something that not only
appealed to children but cap-
tured the imagination of adults
as well.

Appreciating Dhimant’s work,
Aamir stated, “Dhimant is an
extremely talented artist whom I
got introduced to when he made
the caricatures of the Lagaan
characters and subsequently did

the claymation for the title
sequence of Taare Zameen Par.
Both times, he blew my mind. I
am a big fan of his work and look
forward to his exhibition”.
Dhimant’s work has received
appreciation from several other
film personalities including the
legendary Amitabh Bachchan
who called his paintings
“unique”. The exhibition, which
is being conducted from

December 26 to January 1 is
being keenly looked forward to
by the patrons of good art and
those who have followed
Dhimant’s work for years.
Talking about the exhibition, the
maverick artist says, “What
makes this exhibition special for
me is the fact that my daughter
Kavya Vyas, too, will be showcas-
ing a lot of her work. Fishes have
always resonated a feeling of

harmony and inner peace in
Kavya. Her paintings are a win-
dow to her exploration of the elu-
sive meaning of life—themes of
creation, love, beauty, endless
journey, self-realisation—
through the flow, forms, sizes,
colours, and patterns of fishes.
While my daughter grew up to be
an artist like me, she has a dis-
tinctive style of her own that
helps her stand out.” 

While Dhimant has been a vet-
eran, Kavya has managed to
make a name for herself in a very
short span of time as well. While
two-time Grammy Award-win-
ning composer Ricky Tej called
Kavya’s art to be a “wonderful
representation of underwater life
and its beauty”, internationally
acclaimed animation film direc-
tor Joel Simon stated that the
young artist’s paintings “display
a delightful understanding of
colour harmony and dynamic
compositions”.

Amitabh and Aamir vouch for artist and
animation film designer Dhimant Vyas

S tar Bharat is gearing
up to fascinate its

viewers with an amazing
new series set to pre-
miere by the end of
January 2023. The show
will be produced by Film
Farm Productions The
show's creators have
locked Vibhav Roy in the
male lead role. Vibhav
Roy is making his come-
back in a television show
after a gap of 4 years,
after being a part of some
well-known OTT web se-
ries he will be soon as
'Som' in Star Bharat’s up-
coming show 'Meri Saas
Bhoot Hai'. Speaking
about the show Vibhav
Roy gets candid about his
character and his excite-
ment as it’s his first-ever
dramedy show.

He says, “I’m immense-
ly excited to be part of the
show as the show hold a
unique touch to it, and
talking about the genre
it’s a nice blend of drama
and fun which makes it a
complete dramedy show.
Dramedy is something
I've never tried before, so

this would be my first at-
tempt. As I’ve enjoyed
watching this genre a lot,
and I expect to like it just
as much when I play it on
screen. I eagerly antici-
pate this show as an op-
portunity to learn be-
cause it's yet another ex-
citing chance to do so. I'll
make sure to maximize
my learning potential
while preparing for the
character. Further talk-
ing about my character

that I portray is ‘Som’,
who is generally laid-
back but caught between
the diametrically op-
posed demands of his
mother and grandmother.
Well, he is a flash of logic
in this absurd world, and
he is probably the one
who is least bothered by
the constant arguing and
banter that permeates his
home. The story is set in
Banaras, and we intend
to convey the global at-
mosphere while main-
taining a pan-Indian ap-
peal.”

The two central charac-
ters in the story are
‘Gaura’ and ‘Rekha’ will
be played by Kajal
Chauhan and Sushmita
Mukherjee respectively.
The narrative of the plot
will be a light drama with
humorous parts to show
the relationship between
a mother-in-law and a
daughter-in-law.

Stay tuned for more
amusing information
on ‘Meri Saas Bhoot
Hai’ only on Star
Bharat.

Vibhav Roy from ‘Meri Saas Bhoot Hai’
gets candid about his role 

EE chelon Productions helmed by
the visionary Vishal Rana has

always backed meaningful content.
The leading production house's
recent film 'Blurr' is making and
breaking records. The Taapsee
Pannu starrer continues to garner
rave reviews in the digital arena and
has become the most watched film
on Zee5 with a jaw-dropping 150 mil-
lion views, making Christmas merri-
er! Vishal Rana added, "I am really
grateful for all the adulation coming
in, it is really humbling. Since its
inception, we were sure that we

wanted 'Blurr' to  redefine the term,
'edge-of-the-seat thriller.' To shoot
this layered thriller, we adopted a
multi-faceted approach to ensure
that the quality of authencity would
take center stage to maintain unifor-
mity in the scenes prevailing out-
landish darkness. The compelling
story-telling by Ajay Bahl, helmed by
stupendous performances by
Taapsee, Gulshan and Abhilash
makes for a thrilling package. " On
being the most watched film, he fur-
ther added, "Echelon Productions is
dedicated towards creating disrup-
tive content. Stories like 'Blurr' ele-
vates story-telling and motivates
young content creators to experi-
ment and take chances.  Clocking
150 million views is definitely
encouraging."

VViisshhaall  RRaannaa  iiss  aallll  sseett  ttoo  ttaakkee  ffoorr--
wwaarrdd  tthhee  lleeggaaccyy  ooff  JJaassoonn  SSttaatthhaamm--
lleedd  ''TThhee  TTrraannssppoorrtteerr''  ffrraanncchhiissee  iinn
IInnddiiaa  aanndd  iiss  aallssoo  pprroodduucciinngg  aa  nneeww--
aaggee  aaccttiioonn  ccoommeeddyy  iinn  aassssoocciiaattiioonn
wwiitthh  AAnneeeezz  BBaazzmmeeee  aappaarrtt  ffrroomm  ootthheerr
pprroojjeeccttss..

Vishal Rana’s ‘Blurr’ becomes most

watched series with 150 million views

Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2 which
airs on Sony Entertainment
Television has been an instant
hit since the time it started air-
ing! The show has successfully
managed to captivate the audi-
ence with its fascinating story
plot and given rise to televi-
sion’s new and favourite roman-
tic pair - Ram and Priya, fondly
addressed by fans as #RaYa.
With the story's progression,
the show has roped in well-
known television actor Hiten
Tejwani, who will be seen
essaying the role of Ram’s
brother Lakhan.
Both Ram and Lakhan are
unaware of each other's exis-
tence, it will be interesting to

see what happens when Ram
and Lakhan come face to face.
Elated to join the show, Hiten
Tejwani shares, “Lakhan is
Ram’s younger brother and how
the story evolves with his entry
will only be revealed as the
show progresses. However,
what I can say is that the role is
very interesting and an impor-
tant one as per the storyline.
There is much to his back-
ground that will lean into the
story arc that is being weaved
according to Lakhan's entry in
the show. Playing a character
who is related to one of televi-
sion's most iconic characters,
Ram, is daunting for sure, but it
also puts me up to a unique
challenge, that of making my
mark in the hearts of the show's
loyal fans. I’m thrilled to join
hands with my dear friend Ekta
once again and would like to
thank her for letting me be a
part of such marquee shows like
Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2. There
is much to offer and much to
learn as well, it’s an iconic show
that has won millions of hearts.
What more can an actor ask
for?"

TTuunnee  iinn  ttoo  BBaaddee  AAcchhhhee  LLaaggttee
HHaaiinn  22'',,  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy
aatt  88::0000  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Hiten Tejwani enters 
‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’

RR adio jockey and actor
Mohit Sharma is starring

as Manoj in &TV's popular
show Doosri Maa. The actor,
who started his journey as an RJ
and is currently a voice-over
artist and film and TV actor,
has come a long way in his
career and is thoroughly enjoy-
ing this phase of his life. Mohit
talks about his journey in the
entertainment industry and how
his current show became a
watershed moment in his
career.

EExxcceerrppttss  ooff  iinntteerrvviieeww::
BBeeiinngg  aa  ppooppuullaarr  rraaddiioo  ppeerrssoonn--

aalliittyy,,  wwhhyy  ddiidd  yyoouu  cchhoooossee  ttoo
bbeeccoommee  aann  aaccttoorr??

My priority has always been
to entertain the audience.
Although I began my career as a
radio jockey, acting was always
on my mind. For a long time, I
was trying to get into acting. I
gave my first audition in 2017.
However, my first TV appear-
ance was as the host of a reality
show that aired on a regional
channel in Rajasthan. Following
that, I took part in the IFP
(Indian Film Project), where my
team and I received the plat-
inum award. Award-winning
filmmaker Leena Yadav compli-
mented my acting abilities,
which convinced me to pursue
my passion for acting and seek
recognition in the entertain-
ment industry.

WWhhaatt  kkeeeepp  yyoouu  iinnssppiirreedd  ttoo
ggrrooww  aass  aann  aaccttoorr??

Audience feedback has been
a source of inspiration for me
since I was a child. When I was
in school and used to perform
on stage, everyone’s eyes used
to be on me and that honestly
made me feel on top of the
world. All the applauses made
me feel incredible. I have always
wanted to make a difference in
other people's lives by bringing
them joy through my art. I am

glad that I am on the right path.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  bbaagg  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa??
It is an interesting story. I had

auditioned for some other show
in 2017, almost six years ago.
The producers of Doosri Maa
were came across the same
audition tape. They were look-
ing for somebody based in
Jaipur. After watching the audi-
tion tapes, I was chosen for the
role because they found my per-
sonality and traits parallel to
what they were looking for in
this character. This incident also
convinced me that all your hard
work gets paid off eventually
and thus one needs to be always
focused. This show has been a
blessing for me.

HHooww  mmuucchh  ddoo  yyoouu  rreellaattee  ttoo
yyoouurr  cchhaarraacctteerr??

My character Manoj is a
lawyer and Ashok's (Mohit
Dagga) best friend, who knows

everything about him and
always supports him. Manoj is
aware of all of Ashok's personal
and professional affairs. In real
life, I am very similar to Manoj. I
observe a lot and have a
reserved personality. I have lim-
ited friends and always stand by
them whenever they need me.
Whatever adventures I have had
in my life, I bring them out in my
acting. It helps to make my
character more intense, dramat-
ic, and full of emotions. So far,
the audience reaction has been
positive, and I am enjoying it.

HHooww  lluucckkyy  ddoo  yyoouu  ffeeeell  sshhoooott--
iinngg  iinn  yyoouurr  cciittyy??

I consider myself extremely
fortunate to be able to shoot in
Jaipur, close to my family. There
was a time when if you wanted
to be an actor, you had to board
a train and arrive in Mumbai,
leaving your hometown and
family behind. But now every-
thing has changed. I am grateful
to &TV for creating platforms
for artists like us to pursue our
dreams in our hometowns. Not
just me, but there are a lot of
actors in our show who are from
the same city and are shooting
for Doosri Maa.

HHooww  ddoo  yyoouu  mmaannaaggee  ttoo  wwoorrkk
aass  aann  RRJJ  aanndd  aann  aaccttoorr  ssiimmuullttaannee--
oouussllyy??

I work two shifts a day as an
actor and a radio jockey. I make
it a point to prioritize both pro-
fessions equally and to give my
best. I will never stop working
as a radio jockey because it has
given me fame, money, and self-
esteem. I am grateful to my pro-
duction team and radio person-
nel for understanding my pas-
sion and helping me balance
both professions.

WWaattcchh  MMoohhiitt  SShhaarrmmaa  aass
MMaannoojj  iinn  DDoooossrrii  MMaaaa,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  88::0000
ppmm oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

‘Six-year-old audition tape
helped me bag Doosri Maa’

John's character 
is called Jim, who
plays Pathaan’s
arch-enemy
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Mumbai, Jan 02 (PTI):

Hardik Pandya will be
expected to begin his
full-time T20 captaincy
tenure on a bold note as
the Indian T20 team pre-
pares to start its life be-
yond Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul
with the three match se-
ries against Sri Lanka,
beginning here on
Tuesday.

The followers of
Indian cricket got more
than glimpse of
Hardik’s vision for the
team when led the team
to victory in the rain-hit
T20 series in New
Zealand.

India’s famed top
three — Rohit, Kohli and
Rahul — are not part of
the squad and irrespec-
tive of their T20 future ,
the team must prepare
for life without them.

Both Kishan and
Gaikwad have been
bonafide IPL stars for a
past few years and this
is their real chance to
show their wares with-
out worrying about
their place in the side.

With next T20 World
Cup at least 18 months
away, the duo is expected
to get a fair run al-

though the number of
T20 Internationals this
year is less than 15 with
ODI gaining more prece-
dence. Shubman Gill,
who is yet to make his
T20 debut, is another
opening option for
Hardik.

At number three, the
skipper will rely on the
brilliance of world’s No.
1 batter Suryakumar
Yadav. With Hardik keen
to have six bowling op-
tions in the playing

eleven, Deepak Hooda
could be a likely starter
for Tuesday’s game.

The management will
have to choose between
Sanju Samson and un-
capped Rahul Tripathi
for the one spot in the
middle order. Tripathi
has been warming the
bench for a while now
and it could continue
against Sri Lanka but
Samson on account of
experience should get a
first go. India could also

pack in more all-
rounders in the team
with the option of
Washington Sundar and
Axar Patel. Specialist
spinner Yuzvendra
Chahal is expected to
play in the series opener.

Reigning Asia Cup
champions Sri Lanka
will be no pushovers for
India even in their own
conditions. Sri Lanka
have rewarded the star

performers of the Lanka
Premier League —
Avishka Fernando,
Chamika Karunaratne
and Sadeera
Samarawickrama — by
including them in the
team for the India se-
ries.

Both Fernando and
Karunaratne have made
a comeback and will be
looking to make an im-
pactful contribution.

Bengaluru, Jan 02 (PTI):

The Indian men’s hock-
ey team will draw on its
experience of playing
against Spain and
England in the FIH Pro
League and Wales in the
Commonwealth Games to
negotiate their way in the
group stage of the World
Cup to be held in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela beginning this
month.

India forward Sukhjeet
Singh said while there
were a lot of positives to
take away from the five-
Test away series against
Australia, there were also
several key areas that
need attention.

India is hosting the
World Cup from January
13 to 29 with 16 teams com-
peting in the global event.
The hosts are placed in
Group D along side
England, Spain and Wales.

“In our Pool, we have
Spain, England, and
Wales. We played against
Spain and England in the
Pro League last year. We
also faced off against
Wales at the
Commonwealth Games
2022 (in Birmingham). So,
we will be looking back at
those performances and
pick out the positives and

negatives to prepare our-
selves accordingly,”
Sukhjeet said in a Hockey
India statement.

India will open their
campaign against Spain
on January 13 and have
been training in Rourkela
since December 27.

Sukhjeet, who will be
playing in his first World
Cup, added, “We played a
five-match Test series
against Australia. While
plenty of positives came
out from the tour, there
were still a few areas
where we felt we could im-
prove. So, we are working
on those areas in the train-
ing.” Sukhjeet did not give
too much insight when
asked about the team’s
training drills under chief

coach Graham Reid, only
saying the side is focusing
on strengthening some
areas where it has strug-
gled during the series
against Australia in
November-December.
India lost the closely-con-
tested rubber 1-4.

“I am delighted and
thankful to Reid who gave
me this opportunity to be a
part of the squad, after
seeing my performances
over the past year,” said
Sukhjeet.

Sukhjeet made his sen-
ior debut in February last
year, in the Pro League
2021-22 contest against
Spain, and scored a goal.
Since then, he has earned
16 caps and has scored
four goals.

Karachi, Jan 02 (AP):

Opener Devon Conway
led New Zealand’s early
domination of Pakistan on
day one of the second Test
in Karachi with a knock of
122, before the hosts struck
back in the final session to
limit their opponents to
309-6 at stumps on Monday.

Electing to bat first, the
visitors started strongly as
Conway stitched together
partnerships of 134 and
100 with Tom Latham and
Kane Williamson respec-
tively in front of a modest
crowd at the National
Stadium.

Conway, who scored a
total of 110 runs in the
first Test, hit 16 bound-
aries and one six in his
191-ball knock to notch his
fourth century in Test
cricket.

“It’s been a good ride so
far, I’ve only played a
handful of Test games so
it’s nice to get the opportu-
nity to play and contribute
for the team,” Conway,
whose century took him
past 1,000 Test runs, told
reporters. “It was nice bat-
ting out there with

Tommy Latham and Kane,
we managed to form some
good partnerships.”
Pakistan were finally able
to stem New Zealand’s
flow in the evening as they
took five wickets in the
final session, with Agha
Salman claiming the
scalps of Conway, Henry
Nicholls and Daryl

Mitchell. “I try to con-
tribute as much as possi-
ble when I get the chance
to bowl,” Salman told re-
porters.

“I think as the test pro-
gresses, the wicket will
begin to turn, because I
feel it has more bite than it
did in the first Test.” Tom
Blundell was on 30 unbeat-

en with Ish Sodhi at the
close. The two-match se-
ries is tied at 0-0 after the
opening game, which was
also played in Karachi,
ended in a draw.

Following the second
Test, the two sides will
meet in a three-match one-
day international series in
Karachi.

Sydney, Jan 02 (PTI):

Happy to be back in the
Australian scheme of
things after nearly five
years, Test cricketer Matt
Renshaw says he will try
to make a “good impres-
sion” if he is selected for
the third Test against
South Africa at Sydney be-
ginning on Wednesday.

The 26-year-old left-hand
bat has not donned the
Baggy Green since the
sandpaper episode in 2018.
He has so far played 11
Tests with a highest score
of 184. But injuries to key
players — all-rounder
Cameron Green and pace
bowler Mitchell Starc —
have seen him being draft-
ed into the squad for the
final Test against the
Proteas.

Renshaw has come back
into reckoning on the back
of strong performances
for Queensland in the
Sheffield Shield and a cen-
tury for the Prime
Minister’s XI against the
West Indies in November.

“I think just the Sydney
Test for me, it’s a nice in-
clusion being included in
the last Test of the sum-
mer before a couple of

away tours,” Renshaw was
quoted as saying by SEN
on Monday. Renshaw indi-
cated he was not looking
as far as the four-Test se-
ries against India begin-
ning early February, say-
ing he would like to just
concentrate on the imme-
diate task.

“As I know in cricket,
I’ve learnt a lot that you
can never count your
chickens. So just keep try-
ing to do what I can when I
get into the group... and
make a good impression
and help as much as I can
if I’m not playing,” said
Renshaw.

Melbourne, Jan 02 (PTI):

Australia all-rounder
Ashton Agar is relishing
the prospect of bowling on
spin-friendly sub-conti-
nent wickets during the
four Test series against
India in February.

Australia are slated to
play four Tests and three
ODIs during their tour of
India in February-March.

Agar, who was included
in Australia’s squad for
the third Test against
South Africa following
Cameron Green’s injury,
said he always dreamt of
playing red-ball cricket in
India. “It is in my mind,”
he was quoted as saying by
Sydney Morning Herald.

“?I love watching the
Test matches over there,
and I think playing Test
match cricket in India is
something I’ve always
wanted to do. “It’s the most
exciting cricket to watch
on TV because the wickets
have been wild recently.
They’ve been spinning
sideways, and I imagine
they’ll spin a fair bit over
there as well. It’s a tour I’d
love to go on, but we’ll just

wait and see what hap-
pens.” Left-arm spinner
Agar, who last played a
Test in 2017, has nine wick-
ets from four Tests. From
63 first-class matches, he
has an overall average of
41.84. He has also scored
2271 runs including three
hundreds. The 29-year-old,
who scored a superb 98
batting at No.11 in his Test
debut against England in
2013, said he would love to
bat at number 7 should he
be given a chance. “I feel
like if I do come in I’ll be
batting around that No.7
mark, which is really cool,
that responsibility is real-
ly nice, it’s something I’ve
been doing for Western
Australia and I think it’s
something that makes you
play better to be honest,”
Agar said.

London, Jan 02 (AP): 

Any New Year’s resolu-
tion by Tottenham to stop
conceding the first goal
lasted less than one day as
Aston Villa continued its
revival under Unai Emery
with a 2-0 away win in the
Premier League.

Antonio Conte’s side
has now conceded first in
its last 10 matches, with
Tottenham fifth in the
standings following its lat-
est disappointment.

Emiliano Buendia took
advantage of an error by
Hugo Lloris in the Spurs
goal to open the scoring at
Tottenham Hotspur
Stadium. Douglas Luiz
doubled the advantage to
secure a second consecu-
tive away league victory
for midtable Villa, which
has won three of its last
four league games.

Tottenham has endured
a poor string of results
with just two victories in
the club’s last seven games
undermining its push for
a top-four finish.

Even though Conte
guided the club into the

Champions League last
season, he described that
achievement as a “mira-
cle” and insisted he will
continue to be realistic
with the club.

“I know what is the (fi-
nancial) reality because I
am the coach,” Conte said

after the game. “If you ask
me if I’m scared, I’m not
scared. I believe in my
work, I believe in these
players, but don’t ask me
for things I cannot prom-
ise you.”

Spurs struggled to cre-
ate chances throughout

against Villa and players
were booed off after a
third home defeat from
their last five games.

Liverpool can climb
above Tottenham by win-
ning at Brentford on
Monday.

Chelsea was held 1-1 at
Nottingham Forest in the
other Premier League
match on Sunday.

Forest’s impressive per-
formance was marred by
alleged homophobic
chanting from some home
supporters toward travel-
ing fans. Chelsea’s official
LGBTQ+ supporters
group took to Twitter to-
ward the end of the first
half to “totally condemn”
the chant it said could be
heard during a match
which was shown live on
Sky Sports.

Forest said in a state-
ment shortly after full-
time: “The club are aware
of reports concerning
chants aimed at Chelsea
supporters from a minori-
ty of fans this evening and
do not condone any type of
discriminatory or offen-
sive behaviour.

Leader PSG

loses 3-1 at Lens

for 1st defeat
PPaarriiss,,  JJaann  0022  ((AAPP)):: French
league leader Paris Saint-
Germain crumbled under
pressure to lose 3-1 at Lens
for its first defeat of the sea-
son as second-place Lens cut
the gap to four points and
maintained its perfect home
record.

PSG’s weakness against the
counterattack was ruthlessly
exposed by Lens. The north-
ern side scored at the start of
each half and dominated the
midfield battle against a rat-
tled PSG to make it nine
straight home victories for
coach Franck Haise’s side.
Lens has the league’s best
defense with 11 goals allowed
in 17 matches, compared to 13
for PSG.

Haise celebrated his 100th
game in charge by grabbing a
microphone and singing a
club anthem with the jubilant
fans. Closely knit with its sup-
porters, Lens has strong work-
ing-class roots from its histo-
ry as a mining community and
is known as Les Sang et Or
(The Blood and Gold) for its
yellow jersey and red shorts.
Lens won its only league title
in 1998 and was a close run-
ner-up to Lyon in 2002. The
first goal came in the fifth
minute.

Adelaide, Jan 02 (AP):

Czech teenager Linda
Noskova has produced
one of the first major
shocks of the 2023 season,
beating 8th-ranked
Russian Daria Kasatkina
6-3, 6-7(2), 6-3 Monday in
the opening round of the
Adelaide International.

The 102-ranked 18-year-
old came through a tough
qualifying draw in which
she beat world No. 58
Anna Kalinskaya and No.
43 Anastasia Potapova be-
fore achieving the biggest
win of her career over
third-seeded Kastkina.

Noskova was playing in
only her fifth main draw
on the WTA Tour and had
never previously played,
let alone beaten, a top-10
player. She had been 0-2
against top-20 opponents.

Her best win before
Monday had been over 38-
ranked Alize Cornet in
the second round en route
to the semifinals in
Prague.

Noskova took the first
set comfortably in 46 min-
utes and broke to lead 4-3
in the second before
Kasatkina broke back.
She served for the match

at 6-5 in but Kasatkina
again fought back to take
the set in a tiebreaker.

But the Czech revived to
win the deciding set and
the match in just over 2-
1/2 hours, finishing with
a sweeping cross-court
forehand on match point.
She broke Kasatkina’s
serve eight times overall,
hit 57 winners off the
ground and won 21 of the
24 points when she came
to net.

Kasatkina had a tumul-
tuous 2022 season during
which she broke back into
the top 10. She also came
out as gay and openly de-
nounced Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Noskova reached a
ranking high of 87 in 2022
and qualified for the main
draws at the French and
US Opens.

“It’s been a lot of ups
and downs but I think it
was a really good season,”
Noskova said. “I started
around 300, I think, and
then around 100 now, so
it’s a pretty good progress.

“Obviously I need to
pick it up a little bit to get
back into the (top) 100 but
hopefully I’m going to
achieve it this year.”

Lance Morris 
moving closer to
Test berth, says

Hazlewood
Sydney, Jan 02 (PTI):
Australian pace-bowling
stalwart Josh Hazlewood is
confident young quick
Lance Morris is moving
closer to a Test debut, given
the extra pace and accuracy
he can bring to the side.
Morris is in the Australian
squad for the third Test
against South Africa and
his chances for selection
have been brightened by
the absence of all-rounder
Cameron Green and
Mitchell Starc, both of
whom suffered serious fin-
ger injuries during the
Boxing Day Test. While the
SCG wicket traditionally
favours spin, the forecast of
rain could tilt the selection
in favour of a tearaway
bowler, and Hazlewood sug-
gested Morris is a suitable
candidate for the job.
Hazlewood, returning to the
side after missing three suc-
cessive Tests due to a side
strain, said he is impressed
with Morris’ pace. “Lance
obviously brings that extra
pace that we probably lack
with (Mitchell) Starcy (in-
jured),” Hazlewood was
quoted as saying by
abc.net.au on Monday.

Mission 2024: Indian T20 team under new skipper
Hardik prepares for life without ‘big three’

India to draw on FIH Pro League,
CWG positives to excel in World Cup

Ashton Agar on playing Tests in India

‘Something I have 
always wanted to do’

Conway’s fine century 
puts NZ in driver’s seat

Devon Conway celebrates after scoring 100 runs during the first day of the second
test cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand, in Karachi, Pakistan, Monday.

Renshaw not 
thinking about India

Sri Lankan cricketer Wanindu Hasaranga during a
practice session ahead of the 1st T20 cricket match
between India and Sri Lanka, at Wankhede Stadium in
Mumbai, Monday.

Noskova shocks Kasatkina
at Adelaide International

Tottenham upset by resurgent
Villa; Chelsea held at Forest

Aston Villa’s Emiliano Buendia celebrates scoring their
first goal with John McGinn.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The Delhi government's
vigilance department has
put a spanner in the clo-
sure of a graft case against
minister Satyendar Jain,
saying the CBI report has
"lacunae and discrepan-
cies", requiring further
probe in the matter of hir-
ing a creative team for the
PWD department, officials
said on Monday.

The assistant director of
the vigilance department

had filed a written request
before a special court, seek-
ing two months' time to
study the "lacunae and dis-
crepancies" in the Central
Bureau of Investigation's
(CBI) closure report in the
case to file an appropriate
protest petition before it.

The officials said the is-
sues raised by the depart-
ment may require further
investigation by the agency.
The special court has now
granted time till January
31, with a direction that the
final protest petition must
be filed under the signature
of either the secretary or
the deputy secretary of the
vigilance department, they
said.

The CBI had closed the
case against Delhi PWD
Minister Jain and others,
related to alleged corrup-
tion in hiring a creative
team for the department, in
April last year after a four-
year-long investigation dur-
ing which it failed to gather
enough evidence to prose-
cute the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader, the officials
said.

The CBI had filed its clo-
sure report in April last
year before the special
court, which may or may
not accept the final report
submitted by the federal
agency, they added. The
CBI registered the case on
May 28, 2018 on a reference

from the office of the lieu-
tenant governor of the
National Capital Territory
(NCT) of Delhi to investi-
gate the allegations of ir-
regularities in awarding a
tender to a private firm for
hiring a creative team for
PWD projects on the basis
of a report from the vigi-
lance department.

The agency had conduct-
ed a year-long preliminary
enquiry after receiving the
reference. It had levelled se-
rious allegations of corrup-
tion against the minister
and converted the enquiry
findings into an FIR.

"A preliminary enquiry
was earlier conducted to
look into the matter. It was

alleged that the accused
persons, while working in
the capacity of public ser-
vants, deliberately changed
the terms and conditions in
the NIT (notice inviting
tender) to make the private
company eligible for partic-
ipating in the tender," a CBI
spokesperson had said
after the agency filed the
FIR on May 29, 2018.

It was also alleged that
the budget requirements
were met in an unautho-
rised way under some
other unrelated heads,
which were found improp-
er and in violation of vari-
ous guidelines and regula-
tions, the agency
spokesperson had said.
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People wearing traditional attire take out tableaux of traditional costumes and dishes during the 'Manali
Winter Carnival 2023', in Manali, Monday.

WINTER CARNIVAL

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) workers stage a protest against the alleged UKSSSC scam, in Dehradun, Monday.

WORKERS PROTEST

̈ Delhi vigilance
for further
probe

SC grants interim stay on
HC verdict convicting

Ansari of threatening jailer
New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday ordered ad-interim
stay on the Allahabad High
Court verdict convicting for-
mer Uttar Pradesh MLA
Mukhtar Ansari of threaten-
ing a jailer with a pistol in
hand and sentencing him to
seven years in jaill. A bench
of Justices BR Gavai and
Vikram Nath also issued no-
tice to the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment on an application
moved by gangster-politician
Ansari seeking stay of the
high court's order.

Justice Gavai told addi-
tional advocate general
Garima Prashad, appearing
for the state government,

that nowhere did the high
court verdict say the trial
court order acquitting Ansari
was perverse in law. "It is a
settled law that while inter-
fering with the acquittal
order of the trial court the
appellate court has to hold
that the lower court's verdict
is perverse in law. We don't
find this in the high court's
verdict," Justice Gavai said.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Ansari,
said neither the complainant
nor any of the witnesses con-
firmed the incident but the
high court interfered with
the trial court's acquittal
order, and convicted and
sentenced him for the al-
leged crime.

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a plea by West Bengal
minister Birbaha Hansda
challenging the Calcutta
High Court order which
banned registration of
fresh FIRs against BJP
leader Suvendu Adhikari
without prior permission
of the court.

A bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and Justice PS
Narasimha asked the
Trinamool Congress
leader to approach the
Calcutta High Court,
which is seized of a simi-
lar matter and is sched-
uled to hear it on
January 10.

"The High Court is

seized of the matter and is
scheduled to hear the mat-
ter on January 10. We
grant liberty to the peti-
tioners to move the high
court and pursue the mat-
ter there. It is not appro-
priate for this court to ex-
ercise its jurisdiction in
the case," the bench said.

At the outset, senior ad-
vocate Kapil Sibal, ap-
pearing for Hansda told
the court about the high
court order on not regis-
tering any fresh FIR
against Adhikari, the
leader of the opposition
in the state assembly.

"The state government
has filed a separate appeal
against the high court
order and therefore we re-
quest that this matter be
taken along with the state

government's appeal,"
Sibal said.

Senior advocate PS
Patwalia, appearing for
the BJP leader, said FIRs
were being lodged every
day against Adhikari and
it was in this background
that the high court had
passed the order.

He said on one day
Adhikari's rivals wanted
to lodge an FIR over a
stampede at a public event
and on the other for some
other reasons.

"It is all political. The
petitioner has not dis-
closed that she is an active
member of Trinamool
Congress and a cabinet
minister in the West
Bengal government. This
court has on December 15
refused to entertain the

plea for urgent hearing of
the appeal of the state
government against the
high court order," he said.

Patwalia said the apex
court had asked the state
government to move the
Calcutta High Court
which has now listed the
matter for hearing on
January 10.

The bench said it will
allow the petitioner to
move the high court to
pursue the remedy there,
especially when the high
court is seized of the
matter.

On December 15 last
year, the top court had
declined to entertain the
West Bengal govern-
ment's plea seeking reg-
istration of an FIR
against Adhikari and

others in connection
with a stampede at a
blanket distribution pro-
gramme in Paschim
Bardhaman district.

The top court had asked
the state government to
approach the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta
High court instead with
its plea seeking modifica-
tion of an earlier order of
a single judge bench of
the high court granting a
"blanket stay" on registra-
tion of any FIR against
Adhikari.

The state government
had said an appeal
against the high court's
order was filed in the apex
court as the HC judge con-
cerned was unavailable
and away in Port Blair for
judicial work.

Terrorists strike twice at same
site in J-K within 14 hours

Rajouri/Jammu, Jan 02 (PTI): 

Terrorists struck for the
second time at the same
site within 14 hours in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri, leaving a minor
sister-brother duo dead
and six others injured in
an IED explosion on
Monday.

Sanvi Sharma (7) and
Vihan Kumar Sharma (4)
were killed in the blast in
Dangri village where ter-
rorists had opened fire at
three houses on Sunday
evening, killing four civil-
ians and injuring six oth-
ers, according to officials.

The explosion took
place near the house of
Pritam Lal, a victim of
the terror attack on
Sunday evening, locals

said. There were several
people, including Lal's
relatives, in the house
when the blast took place
at around 9.30 am.

As the incidents led to
protests across the dis-
trict, including in Rajouri
town, and a complete shut-
down, Director General of

Police Dilbag Singh, who
visited the site, said that
the IED blast was intended
to target senior officers
who were about to reach
there.

He announced that vil-
lage defence committees
(VDCs) will now be re-
vived and rearmed, after
some protesting leaders
and locals claimed that the
incident could have been
averted had the authori-
ties not taken away the
weapons of VDCs.

Senior J-K BJP leader
and former MLC Vibodh
Gupta alleged that 60 per
cent of guns of VDCs have
been taken back. The DGP
also met the protesters
who were refusing to con-
duct the last rites of the
victims.
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Malegaon blast: Bombay
HC rejects Lt Col Prasad

Purohit's plea for dis-
charge from case

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJaann  0022  ((PPTTII)):: The
Bombay High Court on Monday
rejected an appeal filed by
Lieutenant Colonel Prasad
Shrikant Purohit seeking dis-
charge in the 2008 Malegaon
blast case. Purohit and six oth-
ers, including BJP MP Prgaya
Singh Thakur, are facing trial in
the case of the blast that killed
six people and left more than 100
injured in September 2008. All
the accused are currently out on
bail. Among other grounds for
seeking discharge, Purohit had
claimed lack of sanction under
relevant provisions of the Code
of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) to
prosecute him.

However, a bench of Justices A
S Gadkari and Prakash Naik re-
jected his plea, saying the sanc-
tion was not needed as "he was
not on official duty". On
September 29, 2008, six people
were killed and more than 100 in-
jured when an explosive device
strapped to a motorcycle went off
near a mosque in Malegaon, a
communally sensitive town in
Maharashtra's Nashik district.
According to the Maharashtra
Police that conducted an initial
probe into the case, the motor-
bike to which the explosive was
strapped was registered in
Pragya Thakur's name, which led
to her arrest. The National
Investigation Agency later took
over the probe into the case.

Minor siblings among 6 killed in attacks; protests in many areas

Family members mourn near mortal remains of four civil-
ians who were gunned down by unidentified men on
Sunday evening, in Dhangri area of Rajouri, Monday.

SC asks WB minister to move Calcutta HC for
nod to register FIR against Suvendu Adhikari

New Delhi, Jan 02 (PTI): 

The NHRC has issued
notices to the Delhi gov-
ernment and the director
general of Prisons over
reports that a prisoner
was sexually assaulted by
fellow inmates in Tihar
Jail, officials said on
Monday. The National
Human Rights
Commission has also de-
cided to send its own team
for an on-spot inquiry in
the case, they said.

The NHRC has taken
suo motu cognizance of
media reports carried on
December 30 that a 22-
year-old prisoner was al-
legedly sexually assault-
ed by fellow inmates at
Tihar Jail, the rights
panel said in a statement.
Reportedly, the prisoner

is under medical treat-
ment, it said.

The contents of the
media reports, if true,
amount to the violation of
the victim's right to life
and dignity, the NHRC
said. According to the no-
tices issued to the chief
secretary of Delhi and the
director general of
Prisons, the commission
has sought a detailed re-
port in the matter within
four weeks.

The report should in-
clude the present health
status of the victim, ac-
tion taken against the
erring officers and the ac-
cused inmates as well as
the steps taken and pro-
posed to be taken to en-
sure that such incidents
do not recur in the future,
the statement said.

The NHRC said it has is-
sued several guidelines,
advisories and recom-
mendations in the past to
improve many aspects of
prison administration
"but it appears that there
is no perceptible change
in the living conditions of
the inmates in Tihar Jail
since, intermittently, inci-
dents of various types of
their human rights viola-
tions including harass-
ment, torture and sexual
abuse are being reported
and complained about".

"The state, being the
custodian of the inmates
in the jails, is responsible
for their safety and securi-
ty as they are also entitled
to human rights including
the right to dignity guar-
anteed under the
Constitution," it said.

NHRC issues notice to Delhi
govt over reports of sexual

assault on inmate in Tihar Jail

Jaipur, Jan 02 (PTI) 

Twenty-six passengers
were injured after 13
coaches of a Jodhpur-
bound express train de-
railed in Rajasthan's Pali
district early Monday, an
official said.

No loss of life has been
reported, a spokesperson
of the North Western
Railway (NWR) said and
added that several trains
have either been can-
celled or diverted due to
the derailment of the
Bandra Terminus-
Jodhpur Suryanagri
Express (12480) on the
Rajkiyawas-Bamodara
route at 3.27 am.

The injured, two of
them seriously hurt,

have been admitted at
the Bangad Hospital in
Pali, the official said.

The railways is operat-
ing helpline numbers
and Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw is
monitoring the situa-
tion, the spokesperson
said. Vaishnaw will visit
the spot in the evening,
the official added.

"Constantly monitor-
ing the unfortunate acci-
dent of the Bandra-
Jodhpur Suryanagari
Express. Emergency as-
sistance and timely med-
ical support were en-
sured.

Compensation also
granted: Rs 1 lakh to-
wards grievous injuries
and Rs 25,000 towards

minor injuries," the rail-
way minister said in a
statement.

Stranded passengers
have been taken to their
destinations by buses
and alternative train
routes, the spokesperson
said.

The NWR shared a
video in which as pas-
senger says, "Three
coaches S3, S4 and S5
were majorly affected.
The air-conditioned
coaches remained unaf-
fected. We have come to
Luni in the same coach-
es."

The passenger also
said after 15-20 minutes,
ambulances and facili-
ties were arranged for
the injured.

13 coaches of Jodhpur-bound
express train derail

Discrepancies in CBI’s closure report 
in minister Satyendar Jain’s graft case


