
Alert
UUttttaarrkkaasshhii::  Police and
intelligence agencies are
on alert after a Pakistani
flag and two banners
wrapped around light
green coloured balloons
were found in a forest in
the district, officials said
on Saturday. One of the
banners is in Urdu, while
the other has “LBA” writ-
ten on it in bold letters,
followed by “Cabinet
Lahore Bar Association”,
Uttarkashi Superintendent
of Police (SP) Arpan
Yaduvanshi said.

Boycott 
DDhhaannbbaadd:: Jharkhand gov-
ernment doctors on
Saturday boycotted the
biometric attendance sys-
tem protesting against
“technical flaws” in it and
said they will continue to
do it till the “errors” are
fixed. The protestors
claimed that the salary of
some of them was
“wrongly” deducted
based on data provided
by the system.

Mourn 
KKoocchhii:: Kerala’s Catholic
community, which com-
prises a significant por-
tion of the State’s popula-
tion, mourned the death
of Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI. He was the
first pontiff in 600 years
to resign from the job,
under whose tenure India
got its first saintess.
Kerala nun Sister
Alphonsa became saint-
ess Alphonsa after being
canonised by Pope
Benedict XVI in 2008.

Shot dead 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A 40-year-old
gym owner was shot dead
by some unidentified men
in east Delhi’s Preet Vihar
area, police said on
Saturday. Mahendra
Agrawal was shot dead
Friday around 8 pm by 2-3
men when he was sitting
in his office inside his
gym. Police have
retrieved the CCTV
footage of the incident
which has captured the
accused who were wear-
ing masks. 

Positive
IInnddoorree:: Four members of
a family tested positive
for coronavirus in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore district
on Saturday, and their
samples have been sent
for genome sequencing,
an official said. A 45-year-
old man, his wife and
their daughters, aged 12
and seven years, living in
Agrawal Nagar colony
have tested positive for
the infection, district sur-
veillance officer Dr Amit
Malakar told PTI.

Threaten
NNaaggppuurr:: Security was
beefed up at the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) headquar-
ters at Nagpur in
Maharashtra on Saturday
after an unidentified
caller threatened to 
blow it up with a bomb,
police said.

WELCOMING NEW YEAR

People wishing Happy New Year 2023 pose for a picture at a mustard field, in
Moradabad, Saturday.
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BRIEF

Fishermen row their boat 
on the River Hooghly during

the last sunset of 2022, in
Nadia, Saturday.

Ahmedabad, Dec 31:

A prayer meet will be
organised on Sunday in
memory of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother Hiraben
at PM’s birthplace
Vadnagar in Gujarat,
according to her family
members.

Hiraben passed away
at 99 in Ahmedabad
early Friday morning.

She is survived by
five sons — PM Modi
and his brothers
Somabhai, Amrutbhai,
Prahladbhai and
Pankajbhai — and
daughter Vasantiben.

The “besnu” or
prayer meet for
Hiraben Damodardas
Modi will be held at
Vadnagar in Mehsana
district on January 1
between 9 AM and
noon, as per an adver-

tisement issued by her
family members in a
Gujarati newspaper on
Saturday. Hiraben
passed away during

treatment at U N Mehta
Heart Hospital. Her
last rites were per-
formed at a crematori-
um in Gandhinagar in
the presence of PM
Modi, his brothers and
other family members.

After her death, the
prime minister tweeted
that a great journey of
100 years has come to
an end.

“I have witnessed
three qualities in moth-
er, a journey like that
of a tapasvi (saint), a
selfless worker and a
life dedicated to values.

“When I met her on
her 100th birthday she
told me one thing
which I always remem-
ber.

‘Kam karo buddhi
thi, jivan jivo suddhi
thi’ (work using your
brain and live life with
purity),” he tweeted.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3311  ((PPTTII))::
Retirement fund body EPFO
has asked its field offices to
provide an option for higher
pension to eligible subscribers
in accordance with the
Supreme Court order on
November 4, 2022.

According to the Employees
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) circular on December
29, 2022 the central govern-
ment has directed to imple-
ment the directions in the
Supreme Court order.

The field offices have been
directed to implement “the
directions contained in para 44
(ix) of the Supreme Court
judgement on November 4,
2022” within stipulated time-
line and to ensure adequate
publicity of the decision taken
by the EPFO to implement the
said directions, the circular
said. Earlier in November 2022,
the Supreme Court had upheld

Employees Pension
(Amendment) Scheme 2014.
The EPS amendment of August
22, 2014 had raised the pen-
sionable salary cap to Rs
15,000 a month from Rs 6,500 a
month, and allowed members
along with their employers to
contribute 8.33 per cent on
their actual salaries (if it
exceeded the cap) towards the
EPS.

It gave all EPS members, as
on September 1, 2014, six
months to opt for the amended
scheme. The apex court in its
order gave four more months
to eligible subscribers to opt
for higher pension under EPS-
95. The court had also struck
down the requirement in the
2014 amendments mandating
employee contribution of 1.16

per cent of the salary exceed-
ing Rs 15,000 per month. This
will facilitate the subscribers
to contribute higher to the
scheme and get enhanced
benefits accordingly.

The EPFO circular also pro-
vides for the higher pension
option for those eligible sub-
scribers who either con-
tributed on actual wages high-
er than Rs 5,000 or Rs 6,500
per month prevalent threshold
pensionable salary or exer-
cised their option for higher
pension or their request for
higher pension was declined
by EPFO authorities before the
amendment to EPS-95 in 2014.

The eligible subscribers
would have to apply jointly
with their employer for the
enhanced benefit in the appli-
cation form prescribed by the
Commissioner and all other
required documents like joint
declaration etc.

PREZ’S MESSAGE ON NY

‘Let’s rededicate 
ourselves to inclusive

devp of nation’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: President Droupadi
Murmu greeted citizens on New
Year’s Eve on Saturday and
called on them to resolve to
rededicate themselves to the
unity, integrity and inclusive
development of the country.
“May the dawn of New Year,
imbued with fresh energy, bring
new happiness, goals, inspira-
tions and greater achievements
in our lives. On this occasion, let
us resolve to rededicate our-
selves to the unity, integrity and
inclusive development of the
nation,” Murmu said in her mes-
sage released by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. “On the
occasion of New Year, I extend
my heartiest greetings and best
wishes to all fellow citizens and
all Indians abroad,” she said.
The President further said, “I
wish for the progress and pros-
perity of our glorious nation and
the people in the year 2023.” 

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

Genome sequencing of
around 500 samples col-
lected in December are
being done at INSACOG
labs across the country at
present, sources said on
Saturday during a high-
level Covid review meet-
ing chaired by a top gov-
ernment official amid a
surge in cases in some
countries. Principal
Secretary to the prime
minister P K Mishra
chaired the meeting with
senior officials and ex-
perts to review the status
of COVID-19 in the coun-
try and compliance of di-
rections issued by the PM
during the review meeting
on December 22. During

the meeting, Union Health
ministry officials in-
formed that the Ministry
of Commerce has been
asked to monitor exports
of medicinal products and
equipment to China, they
said. Mishra was apprised
of the evolving global sce-
nario of the pandemic
with surge in Covid ob-
served in some countries,
including China, Japan,
South Korea, Singapore,
Brazil etc, official sources
said. It was informed that
Union Health Minister

Mansukh Mandaviya
chaired a virtual review
meeting with health min-
isters of states on COVID-
19 on December 23.

The focus was on en-
hancing awareness about
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour, strengthening of sur-
veillance, including ramp-
ing up of testing across
the country, and uptake of
coronavirus precaution-
ary doses, they stated.

It was informed that ac-
cording to the directions of
the prime minister, mock
drills across all health fa-
cilities were conducted on
Dec 27. All states and
Union Territories partici-
pated in the drills to en-
sure operational reediness
of Covid-dedicated facili-
ties with specific focus on
oxygen plants, ventilators,
logistics and human re-
sources.

Navsari, Dec 31 (PTI):
Nine persons were killed
and nearly 15 others in-
jured after a sports utility
vehicle (SUV) rammed
into a luxury bus in
Navsari district of Gujarat
in the wee hours of
Saturday, police said.

The accident occurred
on a national highway
near Vesma village when
the bus was going towards
Valsad, while the SUV was
coming from the opposite
direction, Navsari

Superintendent of Police
(SP) Rushikesh Upadhyay
said. Of the nine persons
travelling in the SUV, eight
died on the spot along with
the driver of the luxury
bus, he said.

Those travelling in the
SUV were residents of
Ankleshwar (in Gujarat)
and they were on their
way back to their home-
town from Valsad,
Upadhyay said, adding
that the passengers of the
bus hailed from Valsad.

Govt pulls up
WhatsApp for incorrect

India map 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: IT Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Saturday
asked WhatsApp to fix an incor-
rect map of India shown in a
video tweeted by the messaging
platform. The Minister also made
it clear that “all platforms that do
business in India and/or want to
continue to do business in India,
must use correct maps”. “Dear
@WhatsApp - Request that you
pls fix the India map error
asap”,” Chandrasekhar tweeted
immediately after the Meta-
owned messaging platform put
out a New Year-related tweet
showing a wrong map of India.
The video post by WhatsApp
about a New Year eve livestream
depicted the globe that showed
an incorrect map of India with
regard to Jammu and Kashmir.

India abstains
from UN 

resolution 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3311:: India has

abstained in the United Nations

General Assembly on a resolution

that asked the International

Court of Justice for its opinion on

the legal consequences of Israel’s

“prolonged occupation” and

annexation of the Palestinian ter-

ritory. The draft resolution ‘Israeli

practices affecting the human

rights of the Palestinian people in

the Occupied Palestinian

Territory, including East

Jerusalem’ was adopted by a

recorded vote on Friday, with 87

votes in favour, 26 against and 53

abstentions, including by India.

The resolution decided to

request the UN’s highest judicial

body to “render an advisory opin-

ion” on “what are the legal conse-

quences arising from the ongoing

violation by Israel of the right of

the Palestinian people to self-

determination, from its prolonged

occupation,  settlement and

annexation of the Palestinian ter-

ritory occupied since 1967,

including measures aimed at

altering the demographic compo-

sition, character and status of the

Holy City of Jerusalem, and from

its adoption of related discrimina-

tory legislation and measures.”

Prayer meet for Modi’s mother todayGOOD NEWS FOR EPFO MEMBERS

Option for higher pension to eligible subscribers
 EPFO implements

SC order

Nine killed as SUV
rams into luxury bus

In Navsari

Mangled remains of the SUV after it collided with a bus,
in Navsari, Saturday.

Revellers come
out to celebrate

NY’s eve 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The newly-chris-
tened Kartavya Path resem-
bled a picnic spot as hundreds
thronged the national capital
landmark with family and
friends to celebrate New Year’s
eve after a Covid-induced two-
year gap. Visitors, including
some children who arrived as
part of a school trip, rushed to
the venue from distant parts of
the national capital to spend
some quality time with their
friends and families.
While the children enjoyed the
remote-controlled car rides
along the lake, their parents
kept themselves entertained
with board games.
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Junk dealers arrested 
with stolen metal scrap

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Police ar-
rested two junk dealers
and recovered stolen metal
scrap from their posses-
sion. The accused had
loaded the scrap on a pick-
up truck and were trying
to dispose of it off. CSP
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker in-
formed that under the
guidance of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, the
team of Durg City Kotwali
is working against the peo-
ple involved in illegal ac-
tivities.

In this sequel, they re-
ceived a tip off regarding
two scrap dealers who
were possessing stolen
metal scrap. Acting on this
tip off, the team of Durg
City Kotwali swung into
action and conducted a
raid at Sheopara Square in

Durg.
Police recovered metal

scrap including old doors,
angles, pipes, iron bars, tin
shed, rod scrap, etc total
worth Rs 3.30 lakhs from
the possession of the junk
dealers identified as
Devanand Soni (60) son of
Late Kamhaiyya Lal Soni
and Ganesh Soni (35) son
of Devanand Soni, both
residents of Ward 03, Gaya

Nagar, Durg.
They have been booked

under the provisions men-
tioned in sections 41 (1+4)
of CrPC and Section 379,
34 of IPC. Inspector SN
Singh, Head Constable
Nemu Prasad Sahu, Anil
Rajput, Constables Luv
Pandey, Alauddin and
Mithilesh Sahu played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Family get together of Kanyakubj
Samajik Chetna Manch organised 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Family get
together programme of
KanyakubjSamajik Chetna
Manch Bhilai-Durg was or-
ganised in the premises of
Chetna Manch Sector-1 on
December 25, 2022, in
which maximum number
of people enthusiastically
participated for the intro-
duction of young women
from different areas of
India.

The chief guest on the
occasion was Dr Dinesh
Mishra, the chairman of
the Andhashraddha
Umulan Samiti. President
of Kanyakubj Sabha
Raipur Arun Shuklaand
alsoVirendra Pandey, for-
mer MLA from Raipur,
Brijendra Pandey Zone
President from Bilaspur,
Arvind Dixit President of
Brahmin Vikas Navyuvak
Manch, working President

of Rajnandgaon
Kanyakubj Sabha Vishnu
Dutt Tiwari. All specially
participated in this pro-
gram along with their of-
fice bearers.

Bachchu Pandey, the pio-
neer of Brahmin Samaj
from Nagpur also partici-
pated in the program along
with his office bearers and
active members.

BMK Vajpayee, the pa-
tron of Kanyakubj Samajik
Chetna Manch, gave a mes-
sage to strengthen the soli-

darity of the society in the
program.President Pandit
Umakant Dixit in his ad-
dress said that all the mem-
bers of the society have to
provide their financial sup-
port in the construction of
the building and women
have to ensure their role in
the progress of the society.
General Secretary
Ravindra Mishra presented
the annual report.

All the guests from
Raipur, Nagpur, Bilaspur
and Rajnandgaon praised

the family introduction
programme and encour-
aged them to cooperate vol-
untarily for the expansion
work of the community
building.

President of Kanyakubj
Brahmin Samaj Raipur Pt
Arun Shukla along with
his office bearers gave a
cheque of one lakh to
President Pt Umakant
Dixit for the reconstruction
of the building.

All the members of the
executive were present in
the program. Atul Awasthi,
Jyoti Tiwari and cultural
secretary Rakesh Shukla
coordinated the program.
Senior members of the so-
ciety were also felicitated.
On this occasion, the 27th
issue of the matrimonial
magazine Chetna was re-
leased. Vice President
Santosh Dixit thanked all
the active members for the
success of the program.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: About
one lakh sixty thousand
applications have been re-
ceived for the annual ex-
aminations of session
2022-23 to be conducted of-
fline by Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg. Last
year, more than two lakh
applications were re-
ceived for the annual ex-
amination conducted on-
line.

Giving this informa-
tion, Dr Rajmani Patel,
Deputy Registrar of
Examinations of the
University, said that the
date of online submission
of examination applica-
tion for annual examina-

tion has expired. On the
demand of the students,
the last date has been ex-
tended till January 02,
2023 with a late fee of Rs
200. Last chance has been
given to the students to fill
forms online.

Dr Patel further stated
that practical examina-
tions of all regular and
private students will be
organised in the month of
February. In this regard,
the list of external exam-
iners is being made avail-
able at all the examina-
tion centres.

These practical exami-
nations will be held from
February 01 to February
28, and annual examina-
tions will be held from the

second week of March
after Holi.

Dean, Student Welfare
of the University, Dr
Prashant Srivastava said
that most of the answer
books of the semester ex-
amination of the univer-
sity are in the process of
reaching the evaluation
center located in the confi-
dential department of the
university.

Till now, more than fifty
thousand answer books
have been provided to the
expert professors for eval-
uation.

The remaining answer
books will also be sent to
the evaluators in the first
week of January. Dr
Srivastava, after dis-

cussing with the officials
of the confidential depart-
ment, said that there is a
possibility of declaring
the results of MCom in se-
mester examinations
first. The Vice-Chancellor
of the University is keep-
ing a close watch on the
evaluation work of the se-
mester examinations.

The Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Palta has directed in the
meeting of the officials
that proper arrangements
should be made to an-
nounce the results of the
semester examinations
from January 10, 2023. Dr
Palta instructed the uni-
versity to work even on
holidays to speed up the
evaluation work.

High Speed Caster 
No 6 in SMS 2 sets new

record once again

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: It has
been a month of records
for SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Steel Melting Shop
2. The high speed Caster
No 6 of SMS 2 once again
set a new record of 41
heats in a single sequence

on 30th Dec 22 as against
tundish guaranteed life of
17 heats, surpassing previ-
ous best of 40 heats
achieved on 16th
December 2022. Earlier on
10th Dec 22, Caster 6 had
produced 36 heats in a sin-
gle sequence, surpassing
previous best of 35 heats

achieved on 6th December
2022. The record perform-
ances have been made pos-
sible by Caster 6 Team
through high levels of op-
erational efficiency. The
team was congratulated by
CGM, SMS 2, Shri SK
Ghoshal and other senior
officers of the Plant.

Efforts to upgrade District
Hospital as zero referral centre

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a review
meeting at the District
Hospital Durg on
Saturday. In the meeting,
the Collector gave instruc-
tions to work in mission
mode with the aim of up-
grading the hospital and
making it a zero referral
hospital. Appointments of
health workers and other
vacant posts will be done
from DMF.

District administration
will provide necessary
equipment and machines.
A waiting zone with a ca-
pacity of 300 persons will
also be made for the con-
venience of the relatives
accompanying the pa-
tients. CMHO JP
Meshram and Civil
Surgeon YK Sharma of
the district hospital were

also present in the meet-
ing.

To further improve the
infrastructure, Collector
said that a 10 bed private
ward and 300 persons
waiting hall will be con-
structed in the MCH
wing. He also asked to en-
sure that there is proper
arrangement of sleeping
and toilet in the waiting
hall. Apart from this, he

directed to get manifold
room and pipe line work,
central oxygen pipe line
system in Gynae HDU
and construction of OPD
wing for MCH.

Collector Meena re-
viewed the reasons for the
referral from the hospital
and assured to provide
necessary equipment, ma-
chines and employees
from the DMF fund to re-

duce the referral rate.
ABG machine and

transport ventilator in
ICU ward and institution-
al model of sonography
machine will be available
in radiology department
soon. Apart from this, nec-
essary equipment will be
made available in SNCU,
Eye, Orthopedics,
Pathology, Cancer OPD,
Septic OT, MCH and other

departments.
Health and other per-

sonnel in various depart-
ments will also be ap-
pointed from the DMF
fund. Under this, a total of
77 health workers includ-
ing 16 staff nurses, 10
medical officers, 1 ENT
specialist, 8 OT techni-
cians, 6 dressers and 21
other personnel will be
appointed.

In order to improve the
medical system in the dis-
trict hospital, the
Collector gave instruc-
tions for 24-hour availabil-
ity of 1+4 Home Guards
and appointment of 20
new security guards from
DMF. Along with this, he
was also instructed to con-
duct training and mock
drills of the security per-
sonnel so that it becomes
easier for them to act
favourably in possible dif-
ficult situations.
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Durg University receives one lakh sixty
thousand applications for annual exam

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: BSP has
achieved the ever best
monthly EUR-Rakes
despatch of 100 no's in
December 2022 surpassing
the previous best of 91
rakes that have been
achieved in the month of
Nov'22, out of which URM
has dispatched 82 no's and
RSM has dispatched 18 no's
of EUR- Rakes.

This feat has been
achieved by BSP
(URM&RSM) with the help
of associated departments
like SMS-3, PPC, RCL,
INCOS and T&D along
with other allied agencies
including RITES. Indian
Railways has ensured the
timely availability of 260

mtr EUR rakes for loading
of panels. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) along with Anjani
Kumar, ED (W) of BSP  vis-
ited URM and congratulat-
ed the URM & RSM collec-
tive for their excellent per-

formance. PK Sarkar, CGM
I/c (Services), AsitSaha,
CGM I/c(M & U), Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (Iron),
SK Kar, CGM(Quality &
SMS 3), Anish Sengupta
CGM (URM), T Dastidar,
CGM(RSM&RTS) and

Malik Gopinath GM I/c
(T&D) were present on the
occasion. They also ac-
knowledged the support
from Indian Railways for
ensuring the timely avail-
ability of 260-mtr EUR
rakes for loading.

BSP achieves Ever Best monthly
EUR-Rakes despatch to Indian Railways

Police seizes lethal
weapons which were

purchased online
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3311::  Under its crime
prevention and control exercise,
District Police have seized lethal
weapons from the people who
had purchased them online from
e-commerce sites. Most of these
attractive looking lethal
weapons were purchased and
being possessed by the minors
and youngsters. Police have
seized 48 nos sharp knives from
the possession of these people.
While addressing media persons
here at the Police Control Room,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava informed
that they had been receiving in-
formation regarding online
shopping of sharp knives, pistol-
lighters and airguns by the peo-
ple of the district. Taking a seri-
ous note over the possible use of
these weapons in crime, District
Police traced the people who pur-
chased lethal weapons online.
Under the guidance of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui, the team of Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit coordinat-
ed with the e-commerce compa-
nies to gather information about
the people those who purchased
/ ordered sharp knives, pistol-
lighters and airguns in the dis-
trict. The officials of online shop-
ping sites were asked to provide
information about such online
purchases. In response, the com-
panies provided shipping address
and information of the products
sent to the customers. Police
sorted out the orders of lethal
weapons and a total of 48 knives
were seized from the purchasers.
During this campaign, the majori-
ty of the people who ordered
lethal weapons were found to be
minors and youths, who were at-
tracted towards the beautiful
sharp knives, etc. In the presence
of their family members, they
were made to sign affidavits to
not repeat this act in future.
Police explained the circum-
stances of possessing such items
and released them with a warn-
ing. Durg Police is maintaining
constant watch on the people
who are purchasing such lethal
and objectionable items from e-
commerce companies and online
shopping sites.

BNS organises two day program on birth anniversary of Mannathu Padmanabhan

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3311::  A two-day pro-
gram has been organized by
Bhilai Nair Samajam (BNS) on
January 01 and 02, 2023 to mark
the birth anniversary of
Mannathu Padmanabhan, the
famous social reformer of Kerala
and the founder of Nair Services
Society. On this occasion, vari-
ous social and cultural programs
have been organized along with
Sadbhavna Rally and Foot

March. Giving information about
the two-day program, Bhilai Nair
Samajam Committee President
EKS Nair said that
MannathuPadmanabhan's birth
anniversary is celebrated on
January 2 but they have organ-
ized programmes two days in
advance to celebrate this occa-
sion in a grand manner. 

In this episode, on the first
day, on January 1, a Sadbhavna
rally has been organized. This
rally will start at 10 am from
Equipment Square, Sector-1.
Mayor of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, Neeraj Pal will flag
off this rally. On this occasion,
MP Vijay Baghel, Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu, MLA
Devendra Yadav, former minister
Prem Prakash Pandey, Risali
Municipal Corporation Speaker
Keshav Banchhor and dignitaries
will be present.

Four vehicles will be included

in the Sadbhavna Rally, on which
MannathuPadmanabhan's por-
trait and his biography will be
displayed. K Priyabda and her
father Sanmukh Anand will be
present as special guests in the
rally. The special attraction of
the rally will be the traditional
drummers from Kerala who will
accompany the rally. Committee
President EKS Nair, General
Secretary EKS Pillai, Vice
President Shailesh Kumar,

Prabhakaran and Subhash,
Treasurer Unnikrishnan and
Janish, Secretary Pradeep and
other members will be present.

Rally will start from
Equipment Square, Sector-1 and
move across Sector-5, Sector-10
Globe Chowk, BSP Risali Market,
Angle Chowk, Borsi Maharaja
Chowk, Padmanabhpur Durg,
Jail Triangle, Hudco Shriram
Chowk and conclude at BNS
School in Sector 8.

On January 2, Mannam
Jayanti has been organized.
People of the Samaj will take out
a foot march from Sector-8
Chowk to BNS School. On reach-
ing the school, wreaths will be
offered at the statue of
Mannathu Padmanabhan.
Thereafter, Committee
President Mr Nair and General
Secretary Mr Pillai will address
the gathering. Kerala's tradition-
al food "Sadya" consisting of 18
types of dishes will be served to
the people. Later, 75 senior
members of the Samaj will be
honored with shawl and shreefal
by Bhilai Nair Samajam. The chil-
dren of the BNS members, who
have scored above 85% marks in
10th and 12th, will be given
scholarships. Thereafter, the an-
nual function will be organized
by Bhilai Mahila Nair Samajam,
in which various cultural pro-
grams will be staged.

p Sadbhavna Rally on
Jan 01 and foot
march on Jan 02 

p Mayor Neeraj Pal to
flag off the rally 

p Various social and
cultural events
organised 

Mannatu Padmanabhan biography 

He was a social reformer and

freedom fighter from Kerala. He

was born on 2 January 1878 at

Perunna in Kottayam district of

Kerala. Sardar KM Panikker called

him the 'Madan Mohan Malaviya

of Kerala'. He participated in the

Vaikom (1924) and Guruvayoor

(1931) temple-entry satyagraha and

anti-untouchability movements.

Vaikom Satyagraha was a move-

ment for temple entry of the depressed classes in

Travancore (modern Kerala). He is considered a re-

former and moral guide of the members of the Nair com-

munity. He inspired the members of the Nair communi-

ty to end the evil and orthodox customs. He inspired the

Nairs to demand temple entry for all castes and to abol-

ish untouchability. In 1914, he founded the Nair Service

Society. He became a member of the Indian National

Congress in 1946 and participated in the movement

against Sir CP Ramaswamy Iyer's administration in

Travancore.



Good opportunity to buy gold,
prices may increase in 2023

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3311:: Due to the influ-
ence of the international mar-
ket, the prices of gold and silver
have started rising again. Its
effect has also been felt in
Raipur bullion market. In the
last one year, gold has become
costlier by Rs 4850 per ten
grams in Raipur Sarafa. At the
same time, there has been a
jump of Rs 2700 per kg in the
price of silver. On Saturday
evening, gold was Rs 54850 per
ten grams (standard) and silver
was Rs 65900 per kg in Raipur
Sarafa market. Significantly, on
December 29, 2021, gold in

Raipur was Rs 49400 per ten
grams (standard) and silver
was Rs 62800 per kg. Bullion
traders said that there are indi-
cations of further increase in
their prices in the coming days.
They said that there are only
signs of increase in prices, so

now is a good time to buy. In
bullion showroom, the benefit
of gift scheme is being given
along with discount in making
to woo the customers.
Customers have shown tremen-
dous response towards this
scheme. Bulllion showroom has
introduced new range of jew-
ellery as well as a collection of
traditional jewellery. Gold loans
given by banking and other
institutions  also increased this
year. It is notable that com-
pared to the year 2021, there
has been an increase of up to 20
percent in gold loans.

Instagram influencer arrested for
posting video of speeding vehicle,

promoting online gambling
Raipur, Dec 31: Raipur
Police have arrested an
Instagram influencer Babu
Khemani alias Gulshan for
allegedly posting a
video of speeding vehi-
cle and promoting on-
line gambling.

Babu Khemani al-
legedly uploaded a
video on Instagram recently
while driving at high speed
and abusing. Police took ac-
tion against him a complaint
in this regard. Apart from
this, Babu Khemani alias
Gulshan had also allegedly
promoted online gambling on

the online betting app
Gajanand Book on social
media. Taking the above inci-
dents seriously, instructions

were given by Senior
Superintendent of
Police Prashant
Agrawal to take legal
action. After this, the
team of Anti-Crime

and Cyber ??Unit caught
Babu Khemani alias Gulshan
and imposed a challan of Rs
3000 on him under the Motor
Vehicle Act. Apart from this,
action was taken under rele-
vant sections for promoting
online gambling.

Gasification is the future of coal, useful for clean environment: JSP

Raipur, Dec 31: Amrutlal
Meena, Union Coal
Secretary and  Pramod
Agarwal, Chairman, Coal
India Limited, visited the
coal gasification plant of
Jindal Steel & Power (JSP)
led by Naveen Jindal at
Angul Steel Complex,
Odisha to make the nation
self-reliant in the energy
sector so  that clean coal
technology can be used on
a large scale. Welcoming
both the senior officials of
the country, JSP officials
explained in detail how
gasification is the future of
coal. He told that coal gasi-

fication can play an impor-
tant role in realizing the
dream of self-sufficient
India in the field of ener-
gy, along with reducing
the amount of carbon
from the atmosphere and
can become a good domes-
tic alternative to the im-

port of energy sources.
JSP officials said that
their enthusiasm has in-
creased with the arrival of
Mr. Meena and Mr.
Agarwal. The Coal
Gasification Plant (CGP)
with a capacity of 2,25,000
common cubic meters per

hour, set up at Angul Steel
Complex with a steel pro-
duction capacity of 6 mil-
lion tonnes per annum, is
the world’s first and
largest coal gasification
plant in terms of steel pro-
duction. JSP is the only
steel producer in the

world which is producing
steel from DRI plant using
Syn-Gas obtained through
Coal Gasification with
minimum carbon emis-
sion as compared to other
methods. The Coal
Gasification Plant of
Angul Steel Complex has
become a “Technology
Demonstrator”, which is
being appreciated by in-
dustries across the world.
The plant is also helpful in
the production of blue hy-
drogen as syn-gas con-
tains 60 per cent hydro-
gen. Several senior offi-
cials including Mr. VR
Sharma, Vice-Chairman,
JSP Advisory Group, Mr.
Dinesh Kumar Saraogi,
CEO-Steel Business and
Executive Director,
Damodar Mittal were
present on the occasion.

1.54 lakh applications received for
examination in colleges

Raipur, Dec 31: So far 1.54
lakh students have applied
for the main examination
in colleges under Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University. Many students
who appeared in regular
and private exams have
not been able to apply. In
view of this, the universi-
ty management has ex-

tended the last date of ap-
plication till January 7.
The management said
that on January 20, the
time table for the exami-
nation to be held in all the
courses will be released.
It is notable that NSUI
student leader met
Registrar Dr. Shailendra
Patel as large number of
students have not filled

the examination forms
even after the date of fill-
ing the examination form
was over. The students in-
formed about the prob-
lems and handed over the
memorandum.

In this, the students
had demanded to extend
the date, on which the
university management,
taking a quick decision,
has made January 7 the
last date for filling the ex-
amination form.
Students Union
President of the
University, Hariom
Tiwari, Vaibhav Mujewar,
Ankit Sharma, Alok
Singh, Aniket and other
students had submitted
the memorandum.

Obscene paper slips thrown at
some houses in Naya Raipur

Raipur, Dec 31: In a
strange case that came to
light in Naya Raipur’s
Rakhi police station area
surprising even the po-
lice, leaflets mentioning
mobile numbers and mes-
sage ‘Playboy’ were
thrown in the houses of
many officers in the area.
According to informa-
tion, a youth named
Yuval is studying in an
educational institution in
Naya Raipur. To disclose
the matter, some police-
women called the young
man on that number at
midnight. Subsequently
the police arrested the
youth and subjected him
to interrogation on the
matter.

In fact, people in
Sector-3 area falling
under jurisdiction of

Rakhi police station in-
formed the police about
leaflets with obscene mes-
sage thrown at homes.
They told the police that a
slip with an obscene mes-
sage was found at the gate
of their colony. Word sex
play boy, name and a
number were mentioned
in the slip. On informa-
tion, the police called the
youth on the mobile num-
ber mentioned on the
slip. When he came to po-
lice he was arrested.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the youth belongs
to Rajnandgaon.
Meanwhile the youth
says that he is studying
BBA in a Kalinga
University located in
Naya Raipur. He says that
some people had asked
him to throw the leaflets
in the houses of the
colony built in Sector-3.
The youth has admitted
to throwing slips in more
than a dozen houses.

Police use catchy social
media posts, videos to warn

against drunk driving 

Raipur, Dec 31: The po-
lice in Chhattisgarh’s
Raipur are using catchy
social media posts and
videos to caution people
against drunk driving dur-
ing the new year celebra-
tions. Posts on the Raipur
police’s social media han-
dles, including Twitter
and Facebook, in the last
couple of days, have gone
viral.

In one of the posts in
Hindi, the police warned
that citizens speeding on
roads will have to usher in
the new year inside a po-
lice lock up. “Creative fly-
ers and videos are being
issued by the Raipur po-
lice from time to time to
make people aware about
traffic safety rules. It at-

tracts attention of the gen-
eral public,” Raipur sen-
ior superintendent of po-
lice Prashant Agrawal
told.

Ahead of New Year’s
Eve, similar messages
were conveyed through
videos and posts on social
media, he said. In one of
the videos, four young-
sters are seen drinking al-
cohol in a car despite
being warned by the po-
lice who saw them buying
liquor, and they later meet
with an accident.

At the end of every
video, the Raipur SSP is
seen urging people not to
risk their lives by driving
in an inebriated state. The
police have made elabo-
rate security arrange-
ments in the capital to en-
sure peaceful new year
celebrations. “Adequate

number of police person-
nel has been deployed
across Raipur in view of
new year parties and gath-
erings at various places.
Patrolling teams from
each police station along
with Dial 112 emergency
service will keep a close
vigil in their respective
areas,” an official said.

The state’s housing and
environment department
has issued guidelines per-
mitting the use of loud-
speakers from 10 am to 12
midnight on New Year’s
Eve and January 1, a pub-
lic relations officer here
said.

All district collectors
and superintendents of
police have been instruct-
ed to ensure strict imple-
mentation of guidelines to
prevent noise pollution,
he added.

Guidelines issued for 
New Year’s programs

Raipur Dec 31:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government’s Housing
and Environment
Department has issued
guidelines on the use of
loudspeakers for New
Year’s Eve celebrations.
The use of loudspeakers
in New Year programmes
will be permitted from 10
a.m. to 12 midnight on the
nights of December 31 and
January 1, 2023, as per the
guidelines issued by the
Collector and the
Superintendent of Police.
In this regard, all district
collectors and superin-
tendents of police have
been asked to ensure
arrangements under noise
pollution rules.
Instructions have been

given to ensure wide pub-
licity and strict compli-
ance of the instructions of
the Noise Pollution Rules.
In the instructions issued
by the Housing and
Environment Department,
it has been said that like
the previous years, vari-
ous programs are likely to
be organised by the citi-
zens and organisations of
the state on the occasion of
New Year. In view of the
increase in the level of pol-
lution due to noise pollu-

tion generated from these
events, using the powers
conferred under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, various
programs to be organised
in the state on the arrival
of New Year, December 31,
2022 and January 1, 2023
Permission should be
given to use loudspeaker
and public address system
from 10 pm to 12 midnight,
subject to the criteria pre-
scribed in the Noise
Pollution Rules.

Chh’garh wins two silver medals in
Yoga Sports championship

Raipur, Dec 31:
Chhattisgarh won two sil-
ver medals in the 3rd Sub
Junior and Junior
National Yoga Sports
championship being or-
ganized under the aegis of
NYSF in Maharashtra.

Chhattisgarh won the
silver medals in Recurve
Pair and in  Artistic Group
in Junior Boys category
and secured fourth posi-
tion in both the other
group event. Prabhakar
Singh, Satish Patle,
Prakash Kumar Sahu,
Tanish Chandel and

Pramod Shivanker won
silver medal in Artistic
Group whereas Satish
Patle and Prakash Sahy
won the other silver medal
in Recurve Pair. Manish
Rawat was the team man-

ager whereas Nurendra
Kumbar was chief coach
and was assisted by girls
coach Ishwari and assis-
tant coaches Govind
Sharma and Omprakash
Chandravanshi.

Yogesh appointed BCCI Observer for
Rajkot T-20 match against Sri Lanka

Raipur, Dec 31: Yogesh
Shah from Bhilai Cricket
Association (BCA) under
the Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) has
been appointed as
Observer for the January
7 T-20 match between
India and Sri Lanka at
Rajkot under the three-
match T=20 series against
the neighouring Islander.

CSCS President Jubin
Shah and Secretary

Mukul Tiwari and other
office-bearers have con-

gratulated Yogesh on his
achievement. As an
Observer, Yogesh Shah
would have key responsi-
bilities during the match
which includes the
Ground work of the
Rajkot Stadium as well as
Security Team, Match
Officials Assessment,
Player Dressing Room
and other essential
arrangements at the
venue.

Baghel requests PM for early release of amounts
pending with Center for Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 31: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to Delhi
today. The Congress
leader called on Modi a
day after Chhattisgarh
decided to introduce the
Old Pension Scheme for
government employees
by giving them the option
to choose between it and
the new pension scheme
after the Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
repeatedly rejected the
state’s demand for return
of funds deposited as
part of the National
Pension System.

Apprising Prime

Minister about ongoing
progress in
Chhattisgarh’s agricul-
ture and other sectors,
Baghel said millets were
being produced in abun-
dance in the state. The
support price of Kodo-
Kutki (grains of millet
species) has been de-
clared Rs 3000 per quin-
tal, he said.

As many as 22 species
of millet are being pro-
duced in country’s first
millet bank set up in
Chhattisgarh, he said.
Appreciating the Millet
Mission, the Prime
Minister advised to start
Millet Cafe in Raipur.

Baghel also informed

Prime Minister about the
revenue amounts of
Chhattisgarh pending
with the Center and re-
quested for early release.
He also requested assis-
tance from the Center to
improve various civic
amenities in the state.

During the meeting
Baghel told Prime
Minister Modi like other
producing states,
Chhattisgarh was also
facing shortfall in com-
mercial tax revenue after
GST implementation.
Chhattisgarh is yet to get
Rs 1375 out of GST com-
pensation payable to it
till June 30, 2022 since the
day of GST implementa-

tion, he said.
Baghel said that the re-

covery of additional levy
from the coal blocks can-
celed by the Supreme
Court in 2014 was
achieved by the central
government.

The Central
Government was re-
quested several times to
transfer the amount of
Rs 4170 crore recovered
from the coal blocks of
Chhattisgarh, but the
amount is yet to be re-
ceived, he said. He re-
quested the Prime
Minister that the amount
should be transferred to
the state at the earliest.

Baghel informed about
hurdles coming in the
way of supply of coal
from South Eastern
Coalfields Limited
(SECL) in the last 06
months and said that fuel
requirement of sponge
iron and steel industries
operating in
Chhattisgarh were being
affected due to irregular
supply.

He asked the Prime
Minister to instruct
SECL to sign contract

with state nodal agency
for supply of coal to the
industries in the state.

According to Baghel
the Howrah-Mumbai
train route is like a life-
line for Chhattisgarh, but
this year a large number
of passenger trains have
been stopped by the
Railways from time to
time.

He said that no alterna-
tive arrangements were
made before stopping the
operation of such trains.
Middle and lower class
people have to face a lot of
inconvenience due to the
cancellation of trains
and they have to face in-
convenience for even em-
ployment and business,
Baghel said.

Train is the only easy
and convenient way for
the common citizens to
travel during the winter
season.

He requested the
Prime Minister to in-
struct the concerned au-
thorities to cancel trains
in the state in future only
after making adequate
and proper alternative
arrangements.
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Informs about
abundant millet
production in state

Modi appreciates
Millet Mission,
advises to start
Millet Cafe in
Raipur

Loudspeakers can be
used only until 10
p.m. to 12 midnight p On New Year

Police arrest a
youth in connection
with the matter

Last date extended
till January 7

Application date for
the main examina-
tions under RSU
university has been
extended.  January
7th is the last date

Coal Secretary and
CIL Chairman 
visited JSP’s Coal
Gasification Plant

CBSE releases time table of 10th,
12th board exams

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3311::  The Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has released the time-
table on Thursday for the
board examinations for class
10th and 12th for academic
session 2022-23. For the con-
venience of the students in the
examinations starting from
February 15, sufficient gap has
been given in between each
examination, so that the stu-
dent can easily prepare for the
next subject. The class 10th
exams will continue till March
21st and 12th till April 5th.
Practical examinations of CBSE

10th and 12th session 2022-23
will be conducted from January
1, 2023. CBSE Board has also
taken care of JEE exams while
preparing the date sheet for
class 12th. That’s why the
board has released the time
table well in advance so that

students can get enough time
to prepare for the exam. Exams
start from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Students will be given extra
time of 15 minutes to read the
question paper. Students can
download the datesheet from
the official website of CBSE.
CBSE has released the sample
paper for different subjects on
its official website. With the
help of this, students can pre-
pare well for the exam in time.
However, the board is yet to
release the admit card for the
exam. Admit card will be
issued in January.
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CM receives invitation for opening 
ceremony of World Cup Hockey

Raipur, Dec 31: A delega-
tion, under the leadership
of Handloom, Textiles and
Handicrafts Department
of Odisha State  Rita Sahu,
paid courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office
today. Sahu invited  Baghel
to attend the opening cere-
mony of the Hockey World
Cup to be held in Odisha
as the representative of
Mr. Nava Satpayak of
Odisha. The delegation
presented Mr. Baghel a
scarf, a bouquet, a World

Cup jersey and insignia to
Mr. Baghel. Mr. Baghel
thanked Mrs. Sahu for the
presents and the invita-
tion. It is noteworthy that
the FIH Odisha Men’s

World Cup is being organ-
ized from 13 to 29 January
2023. Matches under this
sports event will be held in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela.

CAIT welcome DPIIT step for
National Retail Trade Policy

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 31: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, States
Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary
Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge
Sanjay Choubey in-
formed that the initiative
by the DPIIT to roll out
National Retail Trade
Policy is a welcome step
and will certainly boost
the retail trade of India
to a next level.

It meets with the long
pending demand of the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) and
hence we appreciate this
move-said CAIT National

Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & State
President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi.

They strongly said that
the policy must contain a
specific provision that
only up to 20% of the re-
tail trade should be al-
lowed to be conducted on-
line. They further de-
manded that the stake-
holders must be taken
into confidence before
implementing the same.

Mr. Parwani  & Mr.
Doshi  said that the
Indian retail trade mar-
ket is Rs.130 lakh crore
annually with a 10%
growth rate every year
but unfortunately, the re-
tail trade in India is the
only vertical of country’s
retail trade which nei-
ther have a separate
Ministry nor a policy.
Therefore, the National
Retail Trade Policy will
prove to be a booster for
the economy and Trade
& commerce of the coun-
try. It is to be noted that

about 80% retail trade is
conducted by traditional
retailers i.e. non corpo-
rate retail, about 10% by
corporate retail, about
7% by e-commerce and
about 3% by direct sell-
ing.

Mr. Parwani  & Mr.
Doshi  however said that
without an e-commerce
policy and codified rules
and regulations for e-
commerce trade, the
National Retail Trade
Policy will prove to be a
half baked exercise
which will be only par-
tially beneficial.

The retail trade has
four verticals corporate
retail, non-corporate re-
tail, e-commerce and di-
rect selling and therefore
the National Retail Trade
Policy should have a con-
solidated and compre-
hensive policy under
which all the four verti-
cals can work in tandem
and no overlapping by
one another should be al-
lowed.

Upliftment of the society is possible only
through organization: Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Dec 31: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) organ-
ized a meeting of NGOs
and voluntary organiza-
tions from various regions
of Chhattisgarh for the bet-
terment of the society on
Dec 28 in the hall of the ad-
ministrative building with
a view to carry out its so-
cial responsibilities. The
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal was the
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram.

Welcoming the represen-
tatives of all the institu-
tions to the University, the
Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal emphasized on
working together for the
upliftment of the society
with service, coordination,
dedication, and coopera-

tion. He said that intensive
work of service by volun-
teers is going on in differ-
ent areas of Chhattisgarh.
The volunteers of the
University’s National
Service Scheme and the
youth of the National
Cadet Corps will work
closely with all the institu-
tions.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal em-
phasized that working
alone in any field will not
work; rather everyone will
have to work together, only
then the desired goals can
be achieved. He said that
there is a very small differ-
ence between necessity
and luxury which we have
to understand and only

then we will be able to do
some creative work for the
society. He urged that the
university is ready to work
with all in various fields of
service and nation build-
ing. He added that it is im-
portant that we connect the
youth with various dimen-
sions of sports, public serv-
ice, social activities so that
their positive energy can
be properly utilised.

Appreciating the initia-
tive of the Vice-Chancellor
the participants from vari-
ous institutions expressed
their desire to work togeth-
er with various depart-
ments of the university
and hoped that the positive
results of this initiative

would be seen conspicu-
ously in the field of social
upliftment.

Before this, the guests
were welcomed with
saplings. The coordinator
of the program is
Professor Pratibha J.
Mishra of Department of
Social Work. Professor
Mishra gave the welcome
address while the partici-
pants who came from dif-
ferent fields, while giving
their introduction, present-
ed in detail the work being
done by their organiza-
tions and institutions. On
this occasion, the Chief
Guest was honored by pre-
senting a shawl and shree-
phal. Along with this, T-

shirts made available by
UNICEF were distributed
to the participants by the
Vice-Chancellor and the
Registrar. A new variety of
mushroom prepared by Dr.
Bhaskar Charasia,
Assistant Professor of
Department of Rural
Technology and Social
Development and his post-
graduate level students
was also released for sale
by the guests. In the end,
vote of thanks was deliv-
ered by the Registrar, Prof.
Manish Srivastava.

At this conclave of
NGOs, issues of vital im-
portance for the current
times such as women em-
powerment, stress relief,
health, medical facilities,
service of the elderly,
youth development,
human service, clean
water, plastic eradication,
environment, pollution,
forest dwellers’ welfare,
schemes for disabled, em-
ployment, cow service,
water, forest, and land
awareness was discussed.

Two camps organised for distribution of aids & appliances

Raipur, Dec 31: REC
Limited, a Maharatna
Central Public Sector
Enterprise under the
Ministry of Power has
committed financial assis-
tance of about Rs 10 cr  as
a part of its CSR initiative.
Under the initiative, REC
is lending support to AL-
IMCO for ‘Distribution of

aids & assistive devices to
persons with special abili-
ties’ by organizing 25
camps in various
Districts/States across the
country over a period of

two years. As a part of the
project, two camps for dis-
tribution of aids and appli-
ances to persons with spe-
cial abilities were organ-
ized in Raipur. The first

camp was organized in
Mana Camp in the pres-
ence of Vivek Kumar
Dewangan, Chairman &
Managing Director - REC,
Ajoy Choudhury, Director
(Finance) – REC, Dr.
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, IAS, Collector &
DM - Raipur and other offi-
cials of REC Limited, AL-
IMCO and the district ad-
ministration. A second
camp was organized in
Aadarsh Nagar on the
same day.

CM accorded warm welcome by villagers,
members  of Satnami Samaj

Raipur, Dec 31: On the ar-
rival of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at
Nawagarh’s Government
Shri Koduram Dalit
College field helipad, the
villagers, members and of-
ficials of the Satnami
Samaj, local public repre-

sentatives, and citizens
presented him with gar-
lands and floral bouquets
as part of a hearty wel-
come

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA of Nawagarh
Assembly Constituency
Gurudayal Singh
Banjare, Bemetara
Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla,
Bemetara Police Officer
I. Kalyan Elisela, and
other officials/employees
were also present.

Now possible to vote for one’s home
or native constituency:  Kangale

Raipur, Dec 31: It is now
possible to vote for your
home or native constituen-
cy from anywhere in the
country. For this, the
Election Commission of
India has developed a pro-
totype remote electronic
voting  machine. Through
this, migrant voters will
get freedom from the has-
sle of going to their home
state/city for voting.

This information has
been given by Chief
Electoral Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangale. She
told that many times vot-
ers were unable to vote
due to internal or domes-
tic migration of voters due
to many reasons like em-
ployment, marriage, edu-
cation. With the introduc-
tion of remote machines,
voter turnout will improve
and maximum participa-
tion in elections will be en-
sured. The Commission

has invited all the recog-
nized 08 National and 57
State Parties on  January
16th, 2023 to demonstrate
the working of the Multi-
Constituency Prototype
Remote EVM and has also
requested them to submit
written representations by
January 31st, 2023. Based
on the feedback received
and the performance of
the prototype, the
Commission will move to-
wards implementing the
remote voting system.
Significantly, in the era of
technological progress, de-
nial of voting rights on the
basis of migration is not
an acceptable option.

The general election-
2019 saw a voter turnout of
67.4% and the Election
Commission of India is
mindful of the fact that
more than 30 crore elec-
tors have not exercised
their right to vote and the
voting percentage varies
across states/UTs. It is
recognised that there are
many reasons for a voter

not to register at the new
place of residence and
thus, lose the opportunity
to exercise the right to
vote. Voter turnout due to
internal migration (do-
mestic migrants) is also a
major constraint in im-
proving voter turnout
and ensuring greater par-
ticipation in elections,
which also needs to be ad-
dressed. Although there
is no central database for
intra-country migration,
an analysis of data avail-
able in the public domain
suggests that migration
related to employment,
marriage and education
is a significant compo-
nent of overall domestic
migration.

If we look at the overall
domestic migration, out-
migration is observed on
a large scale among the
rural population. About
85% of internal migra-
tion takes place within
states. Soon after taking
over as the Chief Election
Commissioner, Kumar

came face-to-face with the
problem of internal mi-
gration by trekking to a
remote polling station in
Dumak village of
Chamoli district and fo-
cused his attention on
how migrant voters be en-
abled to exercise fran-
chise from their present
place of residence. Legal,
statutory, administrative
and technological initia-
tives are needed to imple-
ment such empower-
ment. The Commission’s
team recommended alter-
native methods of voting
such as two-way direct
transit postal ballots,
proxy voting, special
early polling stations to
find inclusive solutions to
enable electoral participa-
tion of migrants at all
socio-economic levels. dis-
cussed in detail all the op-
tions like early voting,
one-way or two-way elec-
tronic transmission of
postal ballots (ETPBS)
and internet-based voting
system etc.

National Deworming Day to be observed on Feb 10

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 31: National
Deworming Day is to be
observed in the state on
February 10, 2023. Infant
Protection Month is to be
observed from February
28 to March 31, 2023, in
the state for better health
care of babies. A meeting
of the State Level
Steering Committee was
held in Mantralaya today

under the chairmanship
of Mr. Prasanna R,
Secretary of the Health
and Family Welfare
Department. He gave the
necessary guidelines re-
garding both campaigns.
He instructed the offi-
cials of the Health
Department and other de-
partments present in the

meeting to achieve a 100
percent target in both
campaigns.

The outline and effec-
tive implementation of
both events were dis-
cussed in the State-Level
Steering Committee
meeting. In the meeting,
the Director of Health
Services Mr. Bhim Singh,

Director of National
Health Mission Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas
Sandeepan, Managing
Director of CGMSC Mr.
Chandrakant Verma, offi-
cials from the Health
Department, School
Education Department,
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Women and
Child Development
Department, non-govern-
mental Organization
(NGO) Evidence Action
and officers of other or-
ganizations were present.

During National
Deworming Day, i.e.on
February 10, deworming
medicine will be provid-
ed to all children and
teenagers in the state of
one year to 19 years of

age. Children will be pro-
vided deworming medi-
cine in Anganwadis, gov-
ernment schools, health
care centers, aided pri-
vate schools, and techni-
cal education institu-
tions. During the infant
protection month from
February 28 to March 31,
IFA syrup will be provid-
ed to children below five
years of age i.e. from 6
months to 59 months and
Vitamin ‘A’ will be given
to children from nine
months to 59 months. It is
necessary to give vitamin
‘A’ and IFA syrup along
with anthelmintic medi-
cine to children and ado-
lescents for good health,
better nutrition, access to
regular education and to
increase quality of life.
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Raipur, Dec 31: Swiggy
continued to climb high
in its popularity chart as
it welcomed thousands of
new users this year in
Raipur. What people of
Raipur & Chhattisgarh
love to Eat on Swiggy
Food Marketplace. The
most ordered item in
Raipur was Chicken
biryani and it also ruled
as the No.1 Dish across
Chhattisgarh. Veg Hakka

Noodles was the No.1
snack ordered in Raipur,
whereas Chhattisgarh
opted for paneer chilli as
its favorite. Choco lava
cake was the most or-
dered dessert in Raipur
and Chhattisgarh.

Our delivery executive
Sagar Khare delivered
the most number of or-
ders across Raipur. The
best part about working
with Swiggy is the guid-
ance we get from the
team on how to expand

our business and make it
better. The platform gives
us a lot of visibility and
access to new customers
which we didn’t have be-
fore and as a result our
orders have also shot
up.”, stated Mr. Shafique
owner of Madrasi restau-
rant from Raipur. Indian
dishes and local
favourites saw a year-
round demand as foodies
of the city also saw the
highest bill with a single
order of Rs 13,180.

AgFarm widens its Reach in India
Raipur, Dec 31: Dubai-
based agrochemical com-
pany, AgFarm has intro-
duced its entire product
range in Chhattisgarh.
The launch coincides
with the Rabi crop sowing
season in India, typically
starting in the winter sea-
son. AgFarm entered the
Indian market almost an
year ago and enjoys pres-
ence in Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Telangana.
AgFarm’s comprehensive
portfolio consists of high-
ly effective and sustain-

able herbicides, insecti-
cides, fungicides, and
plant growth regulators
that boost crop health and
support farmers’ econom-
ic resilience and produc-
tivity by targeting the
most damaging pests and
diseases in all major
crops. These products
cover all the major crops
and cash crops, fruits, oil
seeds, and important veg-
etables. “Chhattisgarh is
famously known as the
“Rice Bowl” of Central
India, with the main crop
being Paddy. Apart from
paddy, oil seeds like

Groundnut, Soybean, and
Sunflower and cereals
like maize are also grown
in the state. AgFarm of-
fers a complete range of
crop solutions for all
these important crops.
Our foray into the state
through the online medi-
um will help the retailers
and farmers of
Chhattisgarh save time
and lower the input costs
for them as we will pass
on the savings incurred
towards supply chain
management to them.
Further, it will also facili-
tate them to establish a di-

rect digital connection
with the company, which
will enable us to under-
stand their requirements
and concerns better.
Besides, modern social
listening and digital ana-
lytics will also help us re-
duce the turn around
time and provide our cus-
tomers with products at
affordable prices,” says
Sandeep Singh Chauhan,
Director, AgFarm.
AgFarm aims to revolu-
tionize the agricultural
world digitally by allow-
ing buyers access to buy
agro-inputs in a single

click. Its products are ex-
clusively available on
nurture.retail app. The
company possesses
unique R&D capabilities
and focuses on manufac-
turing highly efficacious
agro-inputs such as
Halogen, Hardy, Relevant,
Longstar, Dinotrex,
Jogger, Sabaa, Udayan
etc. AgFarm’s vision is to
contribute to the produc-
tion improvement of
crops and support in en-
riching human life by
providing agricultural so-
lutions in harmony with
the natural environment.

From Rita Sahu, rep 
and Minister, Govt 
of Odisha

Infant Protection Month
to be observed from Feb
28 to Mar 31- 2023

Secretary of Health
Department stresses on
achieving 100% target in
both the campaign

From anywhere in the
country

On his arrival at
Nawagarh’s
Government Shri
Koduram Dalit College
ground

To persons with special 
abilities by REC in 
collaboration with ALIMCO 

Issues of Vital
Importance to the
Society Discussed at
NGO Conclave in CU

Chhattisgarh opted for ‘Paneer
Chilli’ as its favourite
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Korba, Dec 31: On finding
M/s Mahavir Jain guilty of
alleged irregularities in
transportation of govern-
ment's paddy, the Food &
Civil Supplies Department
has banned the firm for
transportation for three
years, for which an agree-
ment was signed by F&CS.

Apart from this the
F&CS also seized the secu-
rity deposit of Rs 20 lakh
deposited by the firm
under this agreement. In
this regard MD
Chhattisgarh state Civil
Supplies Corporation
(CSCSC) has issued or-
ders here on Thursday. As
per the order issued, for
marketing year 2020-21,
F&CS entered into agree-
ment with M/s Mahavir
Jain of Korba for trans-
portation of government
paddy. During transporta-
tion by the firm on 22 Sept
2022, after taking load of
Food material from Ware
House Godown in Gram
Satrenga of Korba block,
the firm indulged in ir-
regularities of loading of
rice in truck bearing No.

CG 12 S 6291 and it was
caught by the local district
administration. The in-
vestigation was done by
District Manager of
F&CS and in this 10.98
quintal rice was found
less. In this regard a com-
plaint was lodged at
Rampur thana against
M/s Mahavir Jain and the
district administration

black-listed it and banned it
for next three years. MD

F&CS issued a notice to the
firm seeking clarification

and dissatisfied with its
reply, the firm was banned.
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Dongargarh, Dec 31: It
was as per appeal by the
PM Narendra Modi, with
objective to familiarize
people about the sacri-
fice and martyrdom of
son of Guru Govind
Singh viz. Sahibjade
Jorwar Singh and Fateh
Singh to countrymen, it
was decided to observe it
as 'Veer Bal Diwas'.

In this series, 'Veer Bal
Diwas' was observed in
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya (JNV) here on
Monday and this pro-
gramme was chaired by
Principal Dr Rupendra
Singh. First the photo of
Guru Govind Singh and

his son Jorwar Singh
and Fatesh Singh was
garlanded and tradition-
al lampw as lit to inaugu-
rate the programme.

Thereafter the Vice-
Principal of School
Omprakash Chourasia
in his speech apprised
the students about the
sacrifice, martyrdom
and valour of Guru
Govind Singh, his four
sons and mother Gujari
and their patriotism for
the country. Student
Kundiksha Kaushik of
Class 10th presented be-
fore students about the
objective of celebrating
'Veer Bal Diwas' as
highlighted by PM
Narendra Modi and

said that the last and
final objective of all
should be love for the
nation and patriotism.

Principal Rupendra
Singh in his address ap-
prised students about
the martyrdom and val-
our of Indian martyrs
and courageous per-
sons and also apprised
them about important
schemes of the govern-
ment and how they can
render services to the
nation in their future
life. In the above pro-
gramme, parents of the
students, teachers of
the School and other
non-teaching staff were
present in large 
number.

Collector chairs weekly Time-Limit meeting
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Dec 31: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh reviewed the de-
partmental works of all
the departments in the
weekly Time-Limit meet-
ing here and inquired
about the progress of var-
ious departments includ-
ing vermi and super-com-
post manure lifting.

While reviewing paddy
procurement in the dis-
trict, Langeh said that im-
mediate action is being
taken if irregularities are
found in paddy procure-
ment and everyone
should be alert and pay at-
tention to the arrange-
ments for smooth opera-
tion and the nodal officers
should do continuous in-

spection.
The Collector also in-

quired about the progress
of construction works
under Rural Industrial
Park in the district and di-
rected all the CEO Janpad
Panchayats to start the
activities soon.

He inquired about the
progress in making caste

certificate from the
District Education
Officer and for the avail-
ability of seeds for the up-
coming Rabi season, the
Collector directed the
Agriculture Department
to prepare an action plan
according to the demand
and make seeds available
to the farmers.
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Sheorinarayan, Dec 31:
Sixteen districts of the
state participated in the
state level drop row ball
competition which started
from December 28, in sen-
ior boys category
Bemetara came first, sec-
ond MCB and third
Janjgir, first, in junior
boys category Bemetara
was first, second Janjgir
and 3rd Dhamtari, in sub
junior girls category 1st
was Bemetara, 2nd
Surguja and 3rd Durg, in
senior girls category  1st
was Bemetara, 2nd Balod
and 3rd Durg District.

In the tournament
Pankaj was winner in the
senior category,Dhamtari
Kumari Himani Bemetara,
in the junior category

Niranjan of Janjgir was
winner while Mehak from
Durg won the title in the
girls' category. People
reached in large numbers

and enjoyed this game.
Shashikanta Rathore as
the chief guest in the prize
distribution ceremony,
Member Women's
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Raghavendra Singh, Vice
President, District
Panchayat, Vishwakarma
Shilp Kalyan Board.

Narayan Khandelia
Animal Welfare Board
Pappu Baghel Scheduled
Castes Board Member
Mati Anjani Tiwari
President Nagar
Panchayat Shivrinarayan
or Councilor Manoj Tiwari
Niram Jan Kashyap Pintu
Bhatt, Laxman Chauhan
encouraged the players.

Sindhi Samaj demands
action against accused

Central Chronicle News

Simga, Dec 31: President
of Pujya Sindhi Panchayat
Simga- Kishan Advani
along with other members
of Samaj submitted a
memorandum in Simga
Thana for objectionable
comments against Lord
Shri Jhulelal and demand-
ed action against those in-
volved in it.

In the memorandum it
was mentioned that an of-
fice bearer of
Chhattisgarh Kranti Sena
Saurabh Chandrakar and
his friends have passed ob-
jectionable comments
against 'ist dev' of Sindhi

Samaj- Lord Shri Jhulelal
and it has hurt the senti-
ments of people of the
Samaj and by doing so an
effort has been made to
spread violence and create
tensed atmosphere in the
Samaj and its people.

Kishan Advani in-
formed that few days back,
Chhattisgarh government
has renamed the capital
city's 'Katoratalab' on re-
quest by the Samaj as
'Jhulelal Sarovar' and it
was done by government's

consent and legal proce-
dure. After this there has
been unwanted comments
on social media over Lord
Shri Jhulelal and Samaj,
which is creating great
deal of resentment among
the society and its people.

Members of Sindhi
Samaj have demanded ac-
tion against those found to
be guilty and file FIR
against them. On this occa-
sion Chiranjivi Panjwani,
Manohar Panjwani and
others were present.

Shortcomings in CHC-Kharora mock-drill
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Dec 31:
Doctors were wearing
PPE kits and brought pa-
tients to the hospital and
the Oxygen level of each
was checked and then
drip was applied and few
patients were put on the
ventilator to check it's
working. This was not in
reality but a mock-drill to
check the preparations to
handle likely third-wave
of Covid-19.

Though this sort of
scene was common dur-
ing the second wave in
most of the hospitals in
Kharora region and the
same was sort of repeat-
ed in the mock-drill. In
the mock-drill conducted,
few shortcomings came
to fore and on which in-
structions were given to
update the same.

There is plenty of facil-

ity for supply of Oxygen
to the patients in
Community Health
Centre (CHC) in
Kharora. The plant is in
running condition, but as

to whether it can supply
Oxygen to 550 beds in the
hospital during emer-
gency, nobody has
checked it so far.

Neeraj Sahu of Kesala

informed that on
Thursday evening he
brought his mother to
Kharora and at that time
there was no doctor in
CHC and he was forced to
take her mother to a pri-
vate hospital in Kharora.

At that time her moth-
er was facing fainting
condition due to low BP
and on which the doctors
asked him that a drip
needs to be applied for
two hours and for which
he has to pay Rs 1200.
Here is worth mention-
ing that during the mock-
drill, all the doctors of
CHC were present.

With news about in-
creasing number of
Corona cases in China,
Japan and other coun-
tries, the Indian health
ministry has directed all
the states to keep their
health infrastructure
upto- date, so as to handle

any emergency third
wave of Covid-19.

So in view of this
preparations have been
started in all the health
centres and hospitals in
the state. Under this the
ventilator, multi-para-
monitor, Oxygen concen-
trator and other life-sav-
ing drugs are to be
checked and kept in ac-
tive mode.
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p For passing 
objectionable 
comments against
Lord Shri Jhulelal

What officer says

Mock-drill in view
of increasing Covid-
19 cases was done in
CHC and few short-
comings have come
to fore and it would
be retified and here
all other prepara-
tions are upto-date.
Mamta Sunwani - In-
Charge BMO.

State level drop row ball 
competition concludes Special camp for

Covid vaccination 
The Collector gave instruc-

tions to complete 100% vacci-
nation, keeping in view the
danger of infection of the new
variant BF-7 of Covid, gave
necessary guidelines to all the
officers to comply with the
guidelines issued by the gov-
ernment to prevent this vari-
ant. He instructed the Chief
Medical and Health Officer to
prepare an action plan for or-
ganizing special camps for
Covid vaccination in the dis-
trict and said that all the con-
cerned departments should
prepare for vaccination, iden-
tify the remaining people for
precaution dose and complete
100 percent vaccination.

M/s Mahavir Jain banned for 3  years
For irregularities in transportation of paddy

‘Veer Bal Diwas’ celebrated in JNV
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Bail to man accused of running
illegal visa racket

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

A Delhi court has grant-
ed bail to a man arrested
for allegedly running an il-
legal visa racket, noting
that no one victim had
come forward to file a com-
plaint against him.

Vacation Judge
Shailender Malik granted
relief to accused Nanda
Ballab Joshi, noting that
while 32 passports were re-
covered from his posses-
sion, he was admittedly
running a tour and travel
agency. “It is also not the
case of the prosecution
that passports recovered
from the possession of the
accused were fake, rather
(they are) found to be gen-
uine. “It is also admitted
position that none came
forward to give the com-
plaint regarding alleged
fake visa having been

given or provided by the
accused,” the judge said in
an order passed on
December 30. The judge
also noted that the ac-
cused was in judicial cus-
tody since November 26,
2022 and was no longer re-
quired for custodial inter-
rogation or investigation.

“In such circumstances,
I am of the view that the
accused is entitled to
bail,” the judge said.

The judge, however, di-
rected the accused not to
leave the country without
its prior permission. He
will not try to influence
witnesses or tamper with
evidence in any manner,
the courts said.

Joshi had claimed in his
application that he was
falsely implicated in the
case and that there was no
evidence of any forgery or
cheating having been com-

mitted by him.
He submitted that 32

passports recovered by po-
lice were genuine.

He noted that the prose-
cution did not record
statements of any ag-
grieved person or com-
plainant regarding al-
leged fake visas, etc. He
contended that the co- ac-
cused in the case, Baldev
Raj and Kuldeep Singh,
have already been granted
bail and his case is also on
the same footing.

The prosecution op-
posed the bail application
on the grounds that dur-
ing the investigation, a
large number of account
statements of different
persons and different
bank statements were
found that were “false”
and 32 passports were re-
covered from the posses-
sion of the accused.

‘BJP will go alone in 2023 K’taka polls’
Bengaluru, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Urging party workers to
ensure that BJP forms a
government with two-
thirds majority in
Karnataka, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday asserted that the
party will go alone in the
2023 assembly polls, and
said it will be a direct con-
test as voting for JD(S) is
like casting the ballot for
Congress.

He also urged people to
decide whether they are
standing with a party of
patriots, referring to the
BJP, or with “tukde tukde
gang” under the leader-
ship of Congress.

“There are clearly two
sides and it is a straight
fight this time. Journalists
say there is a triangular
fight. I said no, it is a
straight fight, because vot-
ing for JD(S) means voting
for Congress. So, is it a
straight fight or not?”

Shah asked.
Accusing the JD(S) of

spreading rumours claim-
ing that BJP will tie up
with them, while address-
ing party workers here, he
said: “I have come to tell
the workers and the people
of Karnataka that we will
not go with any party. We
will fight alone and form
the government on our
own.”

“There are clearly two
sides. On one side, there is
an organisation of patri-
ots in the form of BJP and
on the other side, tukde-

tukde gang have come to-
gether under the leader-
ship of the Congress. It is
for the people of
Karnataka to decide now
whether they are with the
patriots or those who sup-
port people who want to
divide this country,” he
added. Shah was speaking
at the BJP’s booth presi-
dents and booth-level
agents convention at the
Palace Ground here.

\ Highlighting the saf-
fron party’s massive victo-
ry in Gujarat, Shah told
party workers assembled
from across Karnataka: “If
you want to form a govern-
ment, don’t form an in-
complete one, form a gov-
ernment with a full two-
thirds majority.”

“I have seen the mood of
the people of Karnataka.
People are ready (to sup-
port us), we need to go to
them,” he added.

Karnataka will go to the
polls by April-May, 2023.

Four killed in firecracker
blast at house

Namakkal (TN), Dec 31 (PTI): 

Four persons including
the owner of a firecracker
shop and three women
were killed and an equal
number of people were in-
jured in a blast at a house
in the district where fire-
crackers were allegedly
stocked, police said on
Saturday.

Tamil Nadu Chief

Minister M K Stalin, who
condoled the deaths, ex-
tended his sympathies to
the bereaved families and
ordered a relief of Rs 2
lakh each to the families
of the victims who lost
the lives and Rs 50,000 to
each of the injured.

The blast, which oc-
curred suddenly at
around 4 AM, damaged
the house in Mohanur
here and a few others in
the vicinity causing in-
juries to four persons, po-
lice said. Fire tenders

battled for nearly two
hours and put out the
blaze.

“It is not clear why
Thillai Kumar (35), a li-
cence holder, had stocked
the firecrackers in his
house. The incident hap-
pened around 4 AM.
Thillai Kumar, his moth-
er Selvi (55) and wife
Priya (28) died instantly,”
a senior police official
told PTI.

Kumar’s 4-year old
daughter, however, es-
caped unhurt, he added.

‘Achieved ‘100 % success’
in ensuring peace’

Srinagar, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Police achieved “100 per
cent success” in ensuring
peace and stability in the
Valley in 2022 but
Pakistan-sponsored on-
line terrorism is a chal-
lenge now, a senior officer
said on Saturday.

Over two dozen boys
have been brought back to
the mainstream and all
but two chiefs and top
commanders of terror
outfits have been neu-
tralised, Additional
Director General of
Police, Kashmir, Vijay
Kumar said in a series of
tweets.

There were no hartals,
street violence, internet
shutdown, funeral proces-
sions of terrorists, glam-

orising of terrorists and
stone pelting incidents, es-
pecially at encounter sites,
and this benefitted all sec-
tions of society, he said.

“On L&O (law and
order) front, we have
achieved 100% success in
peace & stability. From
2897 cases of L&O inci-
dents in 2016 to 26 minor
cases in 2022. No civilian
lost life in firing while

handling L&O problems
in last more than 3 years,”
the ADGP said.

He said the security
forces made major gains
on the anti-terrorist oper-
ations front this year.

“All Chiefs & Top
Commanders of terror
outfits neutralised except
HM’s Chief Farooq Nalli
& LeT Commander Reyaz
Sethri and both would be
neutralised soon,” he
added.

Continuous action
against terror ecosystems
is going on, Kumar said.

The process of identify-
ing and taking cognizance
of each threat by register-
ing FIRs, making arrests
is going on. Properties
were attached in 49 terror-
related cases this year,
he said.

PLANTATION DRIVE

Religious leaders with Suvankar Sen (L), MD & CEO, Senco Gold & Diamonds and Joita
Sen (R), Director, Senco Gold & Diamonds plant saplings to spread peace and hope
during a nationwide plantation drive on the occasion of the New Year 2023, in Kolkata,
Saturday. 

GANGASAGAR PILGRIMS

Devotees on the way to Gangasagar Mela take rest, at Babughat in Kolkata, Saturday. 

BRIEF

Present  
ii New Delhi: Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday met
Air Marshal P V Iyer
(retd), who is in his 90s
and is a fitness enthu-
siast, and said his zest
for life is remarkable.
Iyer, an avid runner,
presented Modi with
his book ‘Fit At Any
Age: A Practitioner’s
Guide’.

Cancelled 
ii Dehradun: The

Uttarakhand
Subordinate Services
Selection Commission
has cancelled three re-
cruitment examina-
tions held in the state
in 2021 as irregulari-
ties had surfaced, ac-
cording to its chair-
man GS Martolia. The
three cancelled exami-
nations are the gradu-
ate-level recruitment
test held in May 2021
and those held for the
recruitment of forest
guards and secretariat
security guards held
in July 2021 and
September 2021 re-
spectively.

Strike 
ii Aligarh:

Administrative work
at the Aligarh Muslim
University remained
hamstrung on
Saturday as nearly
1,600 non-teaching em-
ployees carried on
their protest on
Saturday over the non-
payment of their
wages. The protest,
which was reported to
be peaceful, entered
its second day on
Saturday.

Promoted 
ii Bengaluru: The

Karnataka government
on Saturday effected a
major reshuffle in the
police department by
promoting 53 Indian
Police Service officers
and transferring many
of them. Director
General of Police
(Prisons), Dr Alok
Mohan has been trans-
ferred as the DGP
(Home Guards
Commandant General),
while Bengaluru Police
Commissioner C H
Pratap Reddy has been
promoted to the rank of
DGP.

Mishap
ii Banda: Two people died

when the motorcycle on
which they were travel-
ling was hit by an
unidentified vehicle in
Uttar Pradesh’s Banda
district, police said on
Saturday. The accident
occurred near Dingwahi
village under Kotwali po-
lice station area late on
Friday night. The de-
ceased were identified as
Shivam Gupta (23) and
Utkarsh Soni (24), they
said.

Arrested
ii Hyderabad: A man

who allegedly made
‘derogatory’ comments
on Lord Ayyappa which
triggered protests from
devotees, BJP and VHP
leaders in Telangana
was arrested on
Saturday, police said. B
Naresh was held at
Jangaon in the state,
they said.

Tourists gathered at the
Heritage Street on the
eve of New Year 2023, in
Amritsar, Saturday. ADGP Vijay Kumar

In Namakkal, relief
announced

Amit Shah

HC disapproves
deliberate filing

of meritless pleas

New Delhi, Dec 31
(PTI): The Delhi High
Court has disapproved of
the deliberate filing of
“meritless” pleas in pend-
ing civil cases, saying it
wastes precious judicial
time and prevents the
conclusion of the main
matter. Justice Chandra
Dhari Singh said until
the bar and the bench
come together to fix re-
sponsibility, the main
matters would continue
to linger on and never see
the light of the day.



LANDSLIDE

Rescuers work at the site of a landslide in Tsuruoka, Yamagata prefecture, north of
Tokyo Saturday, Dec. 31. A landslide swallowed about a dozen homes in northern
Japan Saturday.

NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

Fireworks explode over the Sydney Harbour Bridge during an early fireworks show ahead of New Year celebrations
in Sydney, Saturday, Dec 31.
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United Nations/Geneva, Dec 31 (PTI):

The World Health
Organization has again
urged China to regularly
share specific and real-
time data on the COVID-
19 situation in the coun-
try, amid a surge in coron-
avirus cases after Beijing
relaxed its strict “zero-
COVID” policy.

The global health
agency has asked Chinese
health officials to share
data on genetic sequenc-
ing, hospitalisations,
deaths and vaccinations.

A high-level meeting
took place between offi-
cials from WHO and
China on the current
surge in COVID-19 cases
to seek further informa-
tion on the situation, and

to offer WHO’s expertise
and further support, a
WHO statement said on
Friday.

“WHO again asked for
regular sharing of specif-
ic and real-time data on
the epidemiological situa-
tion including more ge-
netic sequencing data,
data on disease impact in-
cluding hospitalisations,
ICU admissions and
deaths and data on vacci-
nations delivered and vac-
cination status, especially
in vulnerable people and
those over 60 years old,” it
added.

WHO reiterated the im-
portance of vaccination
and booster doses to pro-
tect against severe dis-
ease and death for people
at higher risk.

WHO asks China to regularly
share data on COVID-19 situation

Larnaca (Cyprus), Dec 31 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
has lauded the role of
Indian peacekeepers
under the flag of the
United Nations as he visit-
ed a street here in Cyprus
named in memory of
General K S Thimayya.

Jaishankar is currently
on his first official visit to
Cyprus as India and this
Mediterranean country
celebrate 60 years of
diplomatic relations.

“So nice to see the
street in Larnaca named
after General K S
Thimayya. Indian
Peacekeepers serving
under the UN flag are ap-
preciated around the
world,” Jaishankar
tweeted on Friday along
with pictures.

Cyprus Foreign
Minister Ioannis
Kasoulides has also

praised and thanked
India’s substantive contri-
bution throughout the
years for its participation
in United Nations
Peacekeeping Force in
Cyprus (UNFICYP).

India is the second
largest contributor to UN
missions with 5,887 per-
sonnel.

Kasoulides made these
remarks during his meet-
ing with Jaishankar, who
is on his maiden trip to

Cyprus.
“I expressed my appre-

ciation for India’s sub-
stantive contribution
throughout the years

through its participation
in UNFICYP, with mili-
tary and police person-
nel,” Kasoulides said on
Thursday.

“Cyprus was very fortu-
nate to have 3 Indian
Commanders of the UN
Peacekeeping Mission in
Cyprus: General Gyani,
General (Kodendera
Subayya) Thimayya, who
served in Cyprus until his
passing in 1965 and
General Dewan Prem

Chand whose tireless ef-
forts during the Turkish
invasion to protect civil-
ians, evacuate foreign
diplomatic staff and safe-
guard the airport in
Nicosia, will never be for-
gotten,” he said. “Our is-
land, having one of the
longest standing UN
Peacekeeping missions
deployed on our territory,
we thank India for the
service and sacrifice of its
peacekeepers,” he said.

Jaishankar lauds role of Indian peacekeepers under UN

Beijing, Dec 31 (AP):

Chinese manufacturing
contracted for a third con-
secutive month in
December, in the biggest
drop since early 2020, as
the country battles a na-
tionwide COVID-19 surge
after suddenly easing anti-
epidemic measures.

A monthly purchasing
managers’ index declined
to 47.0 from 48.0 in
November, according to
data released from the
National Bureau of
Statistics on Saturday.
Numbers below 50 indi-
cate a contraction in activ-
ity. The contraction was
the biggest since February
2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic had just started.

The weakening comes
as China earlier this
month abruptly relaxed

COVID-19 restrictions
after years of attempts to
stamp out the virus. The
country of 1.4 billion is
now facing a nationwide
outbreak and authorities
have stopped publishing a
daily tally of COVID-19 in-
fections.

Several other sub-index-
es, including for large en-
terprises, production and
demand in the manufac-
turing market also
dropped compared to
November. “Some sur-
veyed companies reported
that due to the impact of
the epidemic, the logistics
and transportation man-
power was insufficient,
and delivery time had
been extended,” said Zhao
Qinghe, a senior econo-
mist at the statistics bu-
reau in a published analy-
sis of the December data.

Chinese manufacturing weakens
amid COVID-19 outbreak

Islamabad, Dec 31 (PTI):

Pakistan’s economic situ-
ation is facing “severe head-
winds” with inflation being
forecast to stay high be-
tween 21-23 per cent and the
cash-strapped country’s fis-
cal deficit widening by more
than 115 per cent in the first
four months (July-October)
of the current fiscal year.

Pakistan’s Ministry of
Finance (MoF) in its
Monthly Economic Update
and Outlook said that the
economic growth is likely to
remain below the budgeted
target in FY23 due to devas-
tation caused by floods, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

“This combination of low
growth, high inflation and
low levels of official foreign
exchange reserves are the
key challenges for policy-
makers,” alerted the MoF

on Friday.
According to the MoF re-

port, the overall fiscal
deficit stood at 1.5 per cent
of GDP (Rs1.266 trillion)
during July-October 2022-23
as compared to 0.9 per cent
of GDP (Rs 587 billion) last
year. The fiscal deteriora-
tion was because of higher
expenditure growth on the
back of higher markup pay-
ments while the govern-
ment is facing the unprece-
dented challenge of provid-
ing relief to people in flood-
hit areas. It said the average
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
in the first five months
(July-November) of FY23 re-
mained 25.1 per cent com-
pared to 9.3 per cent in the
same period last year. “It is
expected that CPI inflation
will remain in the range of
21-23 per cent,” it said.

The current account

posted a deficit of USD 3.1
billion for July-November
FY23 against a deficit of
USD 7.2 billion last year,
mainly due to an improve-
ment in the trade balance.

The current account
deficit (CAD) shrank to
USD 276 million in
November as against USD
569 million in October.

Talking about the indus-
trial sector, the MoF also
conceded downward
trends. Industrial activity,
measured by the large-scale
manufacturing (LSM)
index output, came in
somewhat lower than ex-
pected in October as the
sector was the most ex-
posed to external condi-
tions, the newspaper re-
ported.

The situation on the LSM
front has been attributed to
several factors.

Pakistan’s economy faces severe headwinds
with mounting deficits, high inflation

Islamabad, Dec 31 (PTI):

Pakistan’s strategic port
city of Gwadar which wit-
nessed five days of unre-
lenting anti-government
protests is slowly return-
ing to normalcy, according
to a media report on
Saturday.

Shops and business cen-
tres started reopening on
Friday and traffic was re-
stored between the port
city and Karachi as well as
other areas. Though
bazaars remained open in
different areas of Gwadar
town, the situation was
still tense and people pre-
ferred to stay at home, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed.

The Gwadar deputy
commissioner said in a
statement that life in the
port city and other areas of

the district was returning
to normal, with the coop-
eration of the people and
joint efforts of the govern-
ment and security forces,
who had taken steps to re-
solve the issue.

The commissioner’s of-
fice said shops and trading
and commercial centres
were re-opening and busi-
ness activities are being
restored in the port city,
adding that the govern-
ment was taking steps to
protect the life and propri-
ety of the people.

The statement claimed
that the people of Gwadar
have rejected the anti-de-
velopment stance of the el-
ements who wanted to sab-
otage the government’s ef-
forts for the development
of Gwadar with the help of
China. No sit-in or protest
was reported in Gwadar

and other areas, including
two coastal towns of Pansi
and Ormara, as the
Balochistan government
had imposed Section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure
Code in the district for one
month, banning all kinds
of processions, protest ral-
lies, sit-ins and gathering
of more than five persons.

There were reports
about the arrest of
Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman, the chief of Haq
Do Tehreek (HDT) who
was leading the protests,
but officials denied such
reports.

The protesters were de-
manding basic rights like
water, electricity and jobs.
Internet and other com-
munication services could
not be restored in Gwadar
despite the passage of five
days.

Normalcy returns to Pakistan’s
Gwadar area after clashes

London, Dec 31 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak struck a
cautious note with his first
New Year message as
British Prime Minister on
Saturday as he warned
that the UK’s problems
won’t go away in 2023, at
the end of a “tough” 12
months.

The 42-year-old Indian-
origin leader, who took
charge as the UK’s Prime
Minister towards the end
of October following tur-
moil within the ruling
Conservative Party, re-
called his inaugural ad-
dress on the steps of 10
Downing Street to reiter-
ate his promise to work
“relentlessly” on the
things that matter.

“I’m not going to pre-
tend that all our problems
will go away in the New
Year,” said Sunak.

“But 2023 will give us
the opportunity to show-
case the very best of

Britain on the world stage
defending freedom and
democracy wherever we
find it under threat,” he
said.

He highlighted the “bar-
baric” war in Ukraine as
one of the dominating
challenges ahead.

“Just as we recovered
from an unprecedented
global pandemic, Russia
launched a barbaric and il-
legal invasion across
Ukraine,” he said in the
video message.

“This has had a pro-
found economic impact
around the world, which
the UK is not immune to.
Now, I know many of you

have felt that impact at
home. That’s why this gov-
ernment has taken diffi-
cult but fair decisions to
get borrowing and debt
under control. And it’s be-
cause of those decisions
that we’ve been able to
help the most vulnerable
with the rising cost of en-
ergy bills,” he said.

In his New Year mes-
sage, Sunak went on to
promise that the “very
best of Britain” will be on
display in the coming
months as he pledged con-
tinuing support for
Ukraine and pitched King
Charles III’s coronation on
May 6 as a unifying force
for the country.

“Three months ago, I
stood at the steps of
Downing Street and prom-
ised I would work relent-
lessly on the things that
matter most to you. Since
then, this government has
taken decisive action to
back our NHS [National

Health Service] with
record resources to tackle
the backlogs more fund-
ing, more doctors, and
more nurses. We’re also
tackling illegal migration
and stopping criminals
from abusing our asylum
system,” he said.

The Opposition Labour
Party leader, Sir Keir
Starmer, used his New
Year message to also ac-
knowledge it had been a
“very tough year” and said
the UK “needs to change”
its way of doing politics.

“For Britain to become a
fairer, greener, more dy-
namic country we need a
completely new way of
doing politics. After every-
thing we’ve been through
together, that’s what
Britain deserves,” he said.

Liberal Democrat leader
Sir Ed Davey also pointed
to the “tough” times of
2022 but said the New Year
is an “opportunity to turn
the page and look ahead”.

UK’s problems won’t go away in
2023, warns PM Rishi Sunak

T he AK Antony panel
constituted by Sonia

Gandhi to look into the 2014
Congress debacle blamed
BJP’s Hindu communalism
for the Congress defeat and
concluded that Hindu votes
mattered to win elections.
Regardless, the Congress lost
in 2019. Now, after eight and a
half years, AK Antony has
come out of semi-retirement
and reiterated that along with
Muslim votes, Hindu votes
also mattered if the Congress
wanted to “defeat Modi”.
Then, in 2014, the ‘Antony
Report’ was consigned to the
cold storage and not heard of
again. Now, perhaps, the
Gandhi family will listen for
several reasons. One, Hindu
consolidation should not
favour the BJP alone. Two,
the Congress should stop
looking at Hindu votes consol-
idation as communal. Three,
if Muslim votes can consoli-
date and not be communal,
why should not the same
apply to Hindu votes?

Four, bigotry should not
have different meanings for
different sets of people. Five,
this is a new India with a
large proportion of the elec-
torate who are Hindus, who
look at appeasement as dis-

criminatory. The Congress
has to correct its skewed per-
ception on the majority and
minority. All traces of blatant
appeasement should go out
the window. Last, Modi’s con-
cept of ‘sabka saath, sabka
vikas’ has to be countered
with an equally all-encom-
passing, effective and inclu-
sive slogan. The Congress
cannot look at Muslim votes
in isolation and continue to
profit electorally. The
Congress is not Bollywood,
which makes films keeping in
mind the Muslim majority of
Pakistan, and which worked
for “I’m Khan and Bhajrangi
Bhaijaan” for as long as there
weren’t the streaks of nation-
alism, and jingoism.

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra has changed per-
ceptions to some extent, but
the dividends from the yatra
cannot be squandered.
Samajwadi Akhilesh Yadav’s
refusal to join the BJY is
proof that the yatra has rat-
tled not just the BJP, but has
also upset the other political
adversaries of the Congress.
The Bharat Jodo Yatra ap-
pears to be on the right path.
But the reality is as long as
there are other minority-ap-
peasement parties, the
Congress will be reduced to
scrounging for shavings of
the minority votes. As the
party approaches 2024, there’s
a need for another period of
soul-searching.

The party should look at
the Antony panacea with a
fresh pair of eyes. The
Hindutva-wielding BJP
should be wounded where it
hurts it most…its Hindu vote-
bank. The semi-retired but
still powerful voice of AK

Antony makes sense to a lot of
Hindus, who do not want to
waste their votes on ineffec-
tive regional parties. The
Antony panel report should
be pulled out and circulated.
It must become essential
reading for all Congress
units. Apparently, it is hard to
find a copy of the report. The
majority of Congress leaders
had to be reminded of it after
Antony spoke again that
Hindu votes mattered. And
that includes the current lot
of Congress spokespersons.

Which brings us to Rahul
Gandhi’s diatribe at the Red
Fort that the media was
bought and paid for after
Narendra Modi became
Prime Minister. The fact is,
the Congress decision to boy-
cott news television channels
for their open BJP bias gave
to the BJP open sesame
footage to air its views at the
cost of the Congress. That la-
cunae worked for the benefit
of the BJP, which took full ad-
vantage of the absence of au-
thorized Congress spokesper-
sons. The plethora of
YouTube channels that came
to the rescue just could not
outshout the combined noise
of the so-called ‘Godi media’.

This self-created void has
now made it difficult for the
Congress to take forward AK
Antony’s ‘Hindu votes matter’
strategy. Even before the
words were out of Antony’s
mouth, a storm of criticism
was let loose on the media
questioning the Congress for
taking “Muslim votes for
granted” for decades, and
now deciding to play “vote-
bank politics with Hindu
votes”. Examples of the nu-
merous times the Congress

“mistreated Hindus” for elec-
toral purposes are being pa-
raded on TV screens; in-
stances of which Congress
leader invented ‘Hindu ter-
ror’, and which one spoke of
‘Hindu Pakistan’? And, didn’t
a top Congress leader equate
“Hindutva” with Boko Haram
and ISIS? Also, did not Dr.
Manmohan Singh say that
Muslims had the first right on
the nation’s resources?

The question is, should the
Congress be deterred, dis-
couraged or should the
Congress go ahead and start a
dialogue with the Hindu elec-
torate, even at the expense of
the Muslim minority? The
Congress cites its victory in
Himachal Pradesh, where 95
percent of the population is
Hindu, and 65 percent of that
upper caste Hindus, to refute
the argument that the Hindus
will not ever again align be-
hind the Congress. The fact is,
Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ after it left behind
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana had taken on
an increasingly ‘Hindu aura’
about it, and pictures of
Rahul Gandhi prostrating be-
fore Hindu gods and goddess-
es were all over the media.
And with his well-advertised
beard, Rahul Gandhi did look
like the “tapasvi” he had be-
come over 2800 kilometres
and 100-odd days on the road.
Today, after nearly 10 years in
the woods, the Congress can-
not fight on the plank of
“communalism versus secu-
larism”. It is not being “pro-
minority” that has hurt the
Congress as much as the per-
ception that the Congress is
openly “anti-majority”.
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RIP Pele
World’s most popular and

beautiful game football’s emper-
or Edson Arantes do Nascimento
alias Pele (82) is no more. I was
a lucky one and saw him play at
Eden Garden on 24th September
1977 against the PK Banerjee-
coached Mohun Bagan not only
stopped the 'King of Football'
from scoring a goal, but almost
won 2-1 before a controversial
penalty made it a 2-2 draw
against the star-studded New
York Cosmos. But who forget
the penalty saver specialist
Shivaji Banerjee picking the ball
off the foot of the football em-
peror Pele. Brazil’s joint all-time
scorer won three World Cups as
a player, in 1958, 1962 and 1970,
over a 14-year international ca-
reer that included 77 goals in 92
appearances for his country.
Nicknamed “the Black Pearl”
and “the King”, Pelé was one of
only three players to have
scored in four World Cups. In
1,363 games, he scored 1,281
goals, at the time of his retire-
ment in 1977 more than twice as
many as his nearest challenger.
An inspiration for so many mil-
lions, a reference of yesterday,
today, always, Pele once said "I
was born to play football, just
like Beethoven was born to write
music and Michelangelo was
born to paint," was not any ex-
aggeration. How do we even
compare Diego Maradona,
Bobby Moore or Lionel Messi
with Pele. For me, Pele just
stands tall. Yes, Root, Messi or
Maradona are greats in their
own right, but Pele made soccer
what it is today. Any debate
today as to who was/is the best
ever, only serves to demean the
man, he was simply a footballing
gentleman, a great, great player
with an elegance that has rarely
been copied or bettered and he
became one of the first global
icons of the 20th century. RIP
Pele, for many of my generation
this is one of our saddest days
but thanks for all the memories
there were many and unforget-
table.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Step up surveillance
Apropos of ‘Drone incursions’;

the manifold jump in drone in-
cursions, especially in Punjab, is
a matter of concern for all and
more so for the security estab-
lishment. Punjab accounts for 84
per cent of the total drone activ-
ities reported along the entire
western border this year. The
smuggling of arms, ammunition,
narcotics and fake currency
close to the international border
in Punjab is not possible without
state support and patronage
from across the border and tacit
complicity of anti-nationals and
drug peddlers on our side. The
shooting down of drones speaks
volume of the alertness of BSF.
Against a desperate adversary
like Pakistan, relentless vigil and
prompt counter-action well sup-
ported by technology is required
for effective border manage-
ment. Identifying, isolating and
decimating the anti-social net-
work and modules on our side of
the border should get equal at-
tention.

GGpp  CCaapptt  JJSS  BBooppaarraaii  
((RReettdd)),,  BBhhaaddssaallii
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10th Flower Show in Ahmedabad, Saturday, Dec. 31.

FLOWER SHOW

I ndia's image of being a pharmacy to the world is-
getting dented, and quite frequently at that. After

Maiden Pharmaceutical Company was accused by
Gambia for the deaths of 70 children due to the con-
sumption of its contaminated syrups which caused kid-
ney failure, Uzbekistan has raised the red flag against
another Indian drug manufacturer Marion Biotech
whose syrup Doc-1 Max had allegedly caused the death
of 18 kids. Like Maiden’s cough syrup, Marion’s Doc-1
Max was also found to be contaminated with ethylene
glycol which is an illegal,  toxic  adulterant used  by
drug manufacturers to cut down the cost of their prod-
uct. Any action against the two companies can be initiat-
ed only after the completion of a proper investigation
despite the toxic adulterant used in cough syrups. It is
surprising that the Drug Controller of  India does not
have strict and effective regulations to keep in check lib-
eral use of ethylene glycol. While the government awaits
clinical details from Gambia, in Uzbekistan the syrup
was  administered  without  a  doctor’s prescription and
the dose also was more than the prescribed limit. The
manufacturing of Marion Biotech's Dok-1Max has
stopped  "for now" as the Central Drugs Standard
Control  Organisation began a probe in connection  with
the  death  of  18  children  in Uzbekistan allegedly linked
to the cough syrup. Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said further  action  would  be  taken  based
on  the inspection of  the pharma company, under a
cloud after the Uzbekistan health ministry's allegation
that the children died after consuming Dok-1 Max. 

Marion Biotech does not sell Dok-1 Max in India and its
only export has been to Uzbekistan, an Uttar Pradesh
government official said as inspection began at the com-
pany office in Noida on the outskirts of the national capi-
tal. Samples of the cough   syrup   have   been   taken
from   the manufacturing premises in Noida and sent to
the Regional Drugs Testing Laboratory (RDTL) in
Chandigarh for testing. The CDSCOl has been in regular
contact with the national drug regulator of Uzbekistan
regarding the matter since December 27. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said India is in touch with the
Uzbek authorities and has sought details of  their investi-
gation into the matter. MEA spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi also said consular assistance is being provided to
some linked to the company who are facing legal action
there. Before Uzbekistan's claims, there were reports
linking the deaths of 70 children in Gambia to cough
syrups manufactured by Haryana-based Maiden
Pharmaceuticals  earlier  this  year. According to the
Uzbek ministry, the chemical ethylene glycol was found
in a batch of Dok-1 Maxsyrup during laboratory tests.
The Drugs Controller General of India claimed the WHO
drew a premature link. The DCGI has sought more infor-
mation from the Uzbek regulator regarding the latest al-
legation which had a political fallout back home. The
Congress asked the government to stop boasting about
India being a pharmacy to the world and take strictest
action, while the ruling BJP accused it of deriding India in
its "hate" for Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

T he beginning of a new year is an occasion that is
eagerly awaited since it brings with it new hopes

and is all about looking forward to the promise of a new
year and a fresh start. Everyone would agree that this
New Year is special since it would be observed without
any restrictions imposed by Covid. Communities and
countries all around the world celebrate the start of the
New Year with a variety of festivities and splendor based
on their own customs. Every country in the globe has its
own rituals for ringing in the new year. This list of New
Year's Day traditions includes anything from eating 12
grapes in Spain to watching the ball drop in New
York.Greeks place an onion on their doors to mark the be-
ginning of the new year.Onions are a symbol of growth,
rebirth, and fertility.In Japan, a warm bowl of soba noo-
dles is traditionally consumed to welcome the new year.
Traditionally, New Year’s Eve in France kicks off with a
glass of champagne and foie gras; each region also has
its local specialties. Canadians continue to begin the new
year with their preferred winter activity, ice fishing, de-
spite the freezing temperatures. India celebrates the
Gregorian New Year on January 1 together with the rest
of the world with a lot of hope for a new beginning and
fresh ambitions. The country takes pleasure in its joyous
New Year celebrations, which are full of traditions, activi-
ties, and food. In every region of India, people wear vi-
brant clothing and participate in entertaining activities
like singing, playing games, dancing, and going to par-
ties. There are people of all ages in nightclubs, movie
theatres, hotels, restaurants, and theme parks. The en-
joyable event is regarded as a fantastic opportunity to re-
connect with old friends and family members. The pur-
pose is to bid farewell to the previous year and welcome
the new one in the hopes that it will usher in an abun-
dance of joy and happiness in everyone's lives.Since we
live in a global community, let's keep the New Year's res-
olution of working for our neighbors' well-being by re-
membering that we are all one, accepting everyone and
not making any distinctions.

New Year celebrations

Another pharmaceutical
selling ‘killer’ syrup

Even after eight years, Congress brand 
of secularism has no definite shape

Kajal Chatterjee

R ight from the moment of
commencement of a New

Year, deafening crackers reverber-
ate across the midnight sky ren-
dering horror in the vulnerable
hearts of infant, children, senior
citizens, sick and the animal world.
The party continues on the streets,
bars, night clubs with utmost
hooliganism. With the arrival of
dawn, picnic parties start their
journey towards various destina-
tions playing music in decibels
much more than permissible limit.

A “majestic” start of the New
Year indeed! However this frenzied
activity neither requires any con-
crete effort nor serves any real
purpose. People with loads of
money and time to waste can easi-
ly do it. Moreover do the New Year
revellers ever wonder a bit about
the feeling of the unfortunate
souls who lose their near and dear
ones on that date or have to attend
any critical relative in Hospitals?
Less said about the plight of the
unprivileged hearts the better who

have to deal with acute hunger
and injustice year after year. The
arrival of a New Year does not put
any balm on their starved stom-
achs or uplift them from their utter
helpless situation.

The revellers absolutely miss
the actual relevance of a new cal-
endar. This is the right juncture to
clean up their souls and engage
themselves in a bit of introspec-
tion. Barring few enlightened ex-
ceptional persons, lot of shortcom-
ings and deficiencies invade our
characters. Moreover sky has no
limit. So there lies lot of scope for
improvement to bring within our
personalities. Instead of accusing
others, why don’t we stand in front
of the mirror embedded in our
conscience and make a compre-
hensive list of our sins and wrong
acts? We should make a resolution
to lead our lives in a healthy man-
ner not only in terms of hygiene or
official duties; but also in matters
concerning relations with family
members, neighbours, colleagues
and the society as a whole? Is it
too much a task? Yes, partying and

shouting are no doubt easier, but
we can do it throughout the year!
If we continue to engage ourselves
in such acts in New Year also,
where will the special significance
of the red-letter day lie? A mere
change of date and calendar only.
And another pretext to party hard-
er?

Unless we refresh our souls and
take sincere vow to bring a real
change in our personalities and so-
ciety, the New Year will never
achieve its real significance.

Also it also needs to be asked
would just mere utterance of
"Happy New Year" ensure happi-
ness from the very first dawn of
the change of the calendar! Rather
we should all go all-out to make
the New Year and the society
happy by undertaking concrete
steps. Not only should we try to
have a good care of the person in
ourselves and remain true to our
respective professions delivering
our honest best; but also provide
justice to our conscience --- if our
wish of a Happy New Year is in-
deed serious enough.

Just because "I am safe" or
"not affected" does not mean that
I would remain indifferent to the
tragedy of hundreds who passed
away prematurely in bank queues
while trying to deposit or with-
draw their own money or vulnera-
bility of the millions of wage-earn-
ers who lost their jobs on the wake
of demonetisation! How many of
us feel the inconsolable pain of the
lakhs who have passed away due
to Covid or that of the family of the
hundreds of poorest of poor who
had passed away in hungriest of
condition upon highways and rail-
way tracks while forced to indulge
in "Long March" thanks to instant
lockdown without notice or the
suffering of the millions who have
lost their likelihood on the after ef-
fects of lockdown!  Far from trying
to feel their plight,  general Indians
promptly joined the rhetoric of
banging plates and lighting torch-
es!  Can a mere piece of document
(as in the process of NRC) be al-
lowed higher place in society by
overriding the highest truth of hu-
manity! If "No", then how can we

afford to remain indifferent to in-
numerable persons already lan-
guishing in jails just because they
could not produce certain docu-
ments and lakhs of others are set
to move in detention centres. Or
take the case of Rohingyas.  Why
can't we see  our own children on
the faces of the Rohingya children
who are witnessing hell under the
God's sky along with their kith and
kin! Why can't we realise that had
destiny played its cards otherwise,
ourselves could also have taken
birth as Rohingyas. No wonder
why enlightened persons like
Rabindranath Tagore had repeat-
edly asserted humanity to be
much greater than nationalism.

Real happiness can be achieved
in the society only when we will try
to feel a bit of sympathy and em-
pathy in our souls for our fellow
human beings. This will obviously
lead to protest against injustice
torture which will also put to end
of such ills thereby leading to a
truly Happy society where all days
appear new enriching and worth
living for. 

LET 2023 BE THE YEAR OF EMPATHY

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

SUSHIL KUTTY
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: G Kamala
Vardhana Rao has
taken over the charge
as the CEO of food
regulator FSSAI.
According to a state-
ment, Rao, an IAS offi-
cer, took charge as the
Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the
Food Safety and
Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) on
Thursday. In a
Personnel Ministry
order on December 26,
Rao was named CEO
of FSSAI. The FSSAI
is a statutory body es-
tablished under the
Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

Wheat exports
New Delhi: Wheat
exports rose 29.29 per
cent to USD 1.50 bil-
lion during April-
November this fiscal
from USD 1.17 billion
in the same period the
previous year, the
commerce ministry
said on Friday.
Though the govern-
ment banned wheat
exports in May, some
shipments are allowed
to meet the food secu-
rity needs of the coun-
tries that request it.
The ministry said that
Basmati rice exports
too increased by 39.26
per cent to USD 2.87
billion during April-
November 2022, while
that of non-basmati
rice registered a
growth of 5 per to
USD 4.2 billion in the
same period.

Electric scooter

New Delhi: Hero
MotoCorp  said it has
commenced customer
deliveries of its first
electric scooter VIDA
V1. The first electric
vehicle of the brand
was delivered in
Bengaluru. Deliveries
in Jaipur and Delhi
will follow, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
“Our vision with
VIDA is to establish
future oriented mobil-
ity trends that will
benefit the customers
as well as the planet.
With the commence-
ment of customer de-
liveries, we are begin-
ning to realise our vi-
sion,” Hero MotoCorp
Chairman and CEO
Pawan Munjal said.

Interest rate 
Chennai: Non-bank-
ing finance company
Sundaram Finance
would revise interest
rate on its term de-
posits with effect from
January 1, the city-
based firm said on
Saturday. Accordingly,
the rate on 12-month
deposit would be in-
creased to 7.20 per
cent, 7.50 per cent for
a tenure of 24 months
and for 36 months it
would be 7.50 per cent.
For senior citizens,
the rate of interest
would be 7.70 per cent
for 12-month deposits,
8 per cent for 24 and 36
months, the city-
based Sundaram
Finance said in a
statement here.

NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

Fireworks explode over Sky Tower in central Auckland as New Year celebrations begin in New Zealand,
Sunday, Jan. 1,

Kolkata, Dec 31: 

Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said
India can be among the top
ten countries in the global
ranking of maritime mer-
chandise trade with giant
strides taken by the gov-
ernment for modernisa-
tion and capacity building
in the sector. Sonowal, the
minister for ports, ship-
ping and waterways, said
the Centre is carrying out
development in a sustain-
able way to meet the 2070
net zero emission target.
“With the massive mod-
ernisation and develop-
ment taking place, we can
be among the top 10 coun-
tries in the maritime mer-
chandise trade,” Sonowal
said at the 121st annual
general meeting of the
Merchants’ Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
here.

He did not mention any
timeline for achieving the
milestone. Currently,
India’s ranking in the mar-
itime trade volume is 18,

according to reports. The
minister stated that proj-
ects like ‘Sagarmala’ and
‘PM Gati Shakti’ are “de-
livering results and will
bring sea change after
rolling out of all the pro-
grammes in the next few
years”. “In 2014, our cargo
handling capacity in ports
was 800 million tonne and
in 2022, it is 1,600 million
tonne,” the minister said.
In the inland waterways,
the cargo handling has
now grown to 109 million
tonne from a mere 16 mil-
lion tonne capacity in 2014,
he said. Sonowal also said
that an MoU was signed

involving Paradip, Kandla,
Tuticorin ports and
Cochin shipyard to
achieve sustainable goals.
The minister had recently
announced India’s first
National Centre of
Excellence for Green Port
& Shipping. The centre
aims at developing a regu-
latory framework and a
roadmap for alternative
technology adoption for
“green shipping” to foster
carbon neutrality. The
minister also stated that a
river cruise covering a dis-
tance of 3,200 km from
Varanasi will commence
in January and end in
Assam’s Dibrugarh.
Sonowal, who also holds
the portfolio of the Ayush
ministry, stated that the
market for Ayush has
grown to Rs 1.6 lakh crore
in the last eight years with
support from the Centre.
The Ministry of Ayush
has focused on education
and research in ayurveda,
yoga and naturopathy,
unani, siddha, and ho-
moeopathy.

India can be among top 10
countries in global maritime

trade ranking: Sonowal

New Delhi, Dec 31:  

Retail inflation for in-
dustrial workers eased to
5.41 per cent in November
compared to 6.08 per cent
in October this year main-
ly due lower prices of cer-
tain food items. “Year-on-
year inflation for the
month stood at 5.41 per
cent compared to 6.08 per
cent for the previous
month (October 2022) and
4.84 per cent during the
corresponding month
(November 2021) a year be-
fore,” a Labour Bureau
statement said. Food infla-
tion stood at 4.30 per cent
in November 2022 against
6.52 per cent of the previ-
ous month (October 2022)
and 3.40 per cent during

the corresponding month
(November 2021) a year
ago. The All-India CPI-IW
(Consumer Price Index-
Industrial Workers for
November, 2022 remained
stationary at 132.5 points
compared to October 2022.
The maximum upward

pressure in current index
came from Miscellaneous
group contributing 0.21
percentage points to the
total change. At item level,
wheat, wheat atta, buffalo
milk, cow milk, dairy
milk, eggs hen, sunflower
oil, onion, chillies dry,

cooked meal, doctar’s/sur-
gon’s fee, hospital/nursing
home charges and bus fare
etc. are responsible for the
rise in index. However, it
stated that this increase
was largely checked by
apple, banana, orange,
brinjal, cabbage, carrot,
cauliflower, cucumber,
gourd, lady finger and
tomato etc. putting down-
ward pressure on the
index. At centre level,
Korba recorded a maxi-
mum increase of 4.4
points followed by
Chhindwara with 3.0
points. Among others, 2
centres recorded increase
between 2 to 2.9 points, 8
centres between 1 to 1.9
points and 29 centres be-
tween 0.1 to 0.9 points.

Retail inflation for industrial 
workers eases to 5.41pc in November

Mumbai, Dec 31:  

Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and Machine
Learning (ML) driven
tools for data analysis and
information creation will
be integral part of Reserve
Bank’s Medium-term
Strategy Framework
Utkarsh 2.0’ for the period
2023-2025 launched on
Friday by Governor
Shaktikanta Das. The first
strategy framework
(Utkarsh 2022) covering
the period 2019-2022 was
launched in July 2019. It
became a medium-term
strategy document guid-
ing the Bank’s progress to-
wards realisation of the
identified milestones.
Against the backdrop of a
challenging global and do-

mestic environment,
Utkarsh 2.0 commences
from 2023, when India as-
sumes the G-20 Presidency,
the RBI said.

“With India’s G-20 presi-
dency during the period of
Utkarsh 2.0, it confers a
unique opportunity to
showcase our accomplish-
ments in the realm of digi-
tal payments and strive to-

wards broad basing of ac-
ceptance of the Indian
Rupee in bilateral and
multilateral trade,” the
document said. Utkarsh
2.0 harnesses the
strengths of Utkarsh 2022
by retaining the six Vision
statements as well as Core
Purpose, Values, and
Mission statement, the
RBI said, and added that
collectively, they create a
strategic guiding path,” it
said. The Vision in
Utkarsh 2.0 that will guide
the Reserve Bank of India
over the period 2023-25 in-
clude, ‘Excellence in per-
formance of its functions’;
Strengthened trust of citi-
zens and Institutions in
the RBI; and Enhanced rel-
evance and significance in
national and global roles.

RBI to extensively use AI, 
MI driven tools for data analysis

Nicosia, Dec 31: 

External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
here on Friday said India
is on the path of becom-
ing a manufacturing hub
for the global community
and intended to become a
5 trillion economy by
2025. Addressing a busi-
ness event organised by
the High Commission of
India in Cyprus,
Jaishankar said New
Delhi and Nicosia had a
lot of potentials to in-
crease the bilateral trade
between the two coun-
tries.

Jaishankar who is on a
three-day visit to Cyprus,
while addressing the
business event said India
and Cyprus last year had

bilateral trade of about
USD 214 million dollars
and were confident to
reach the last year’s fig-
ure much earlier this
year. The minister, who is
here to celebrate the 60
years of bilateral rela-
tions between India and
Cyprus, said technology
and infrastructure
progress made in the last
few years created an ap-
petite for world invest-
ment in India. He said
India and Cyprus had an
active institutional mech-
anism in Economic coop-
eration. The minister
stressed that Cyprus is
the 10th largest investor
in India with an accumu-
lative investment of USD
12 billion during the last
20 years. India exported

pharmaceutical products
such as hydroxychloro-
quine and paracetamol,
iron, steel, ceramic prod-
ucts, and electrical ma-
chinery to Cyprus during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“As we look at the basket
of trade, clearly there is
the potential to explore
more as India gets promi-
nent in the global econo-
my. India’s trade policies
and reform are competi-
tive in the global commu-
nity. The country has
emerged as one of the
strong destinations for
FDI,” Jaishankar said.
“India has a strategy to
position itself as a much
greater trader, manufac-
turer, and strong service
provide after the pandem-
ic,” he said.

Jaishankar in Cyprus pitches for India becoming
manufacturing hub; 5 trillion economy by 2025

New Delhi, Dec 31:  

Adani group on Friday
gained full control of news
broadcaster NDTV after it
acquired most of founders
Prannoy Roy and Radhika
Roy’s stake at a premium
of almost 17 per cent over
the rate it paid to minority
shareholders of the firm.
Adani group now holds
64.71 per cent of New
Delhi Television Ltd
(NDTV), according to a
regulatory filing. The
group run by Asia’s rich-
est man Gautam Adani
used RRPR Holdings
Private Limited, a compa-
ny that was founded by the
Roys and bear their ini-
tials in its name, to buy
27.26 per cent shares from

Prannoy Roy and Radhika
Roy at a price of Rs 342.65
per share, it said. The
price paid to Roys, which
translates into Rs 602
crore, is almost 17 per cent
premium to Rs 294 a share
Adani Group had offered
in an open offer to minori-
ty shareholders after tak-
ing control of RRPR
Holdings. Shares of NDTV
closed at Rs 345.60 apiece
on the BSE. Issuing a state-
ment, Adani group said
subsequent to change in
control, the Board of
NDTV has been further
strengthened with the ap-
pointment of two more
members - Sunil Kumar
(fromer IAS officer) and
Aman Kumar Singh (for-
mer civil servant).

Adani group takes control of
NDTV, buys promoters stake at 17 pc 

premium to open offer price
New Delhi, Dec 31: 

The government’s fiscal
deficit in end-November
touched 59 per cent of the
full year Budget Estimate
on increased capital ex-
penditure and slow
growth in non-tax rev-
enue, according to
Finance Ministry data re-
leased on Friday. In actual
terms, the fiscal deficit,
which is the difference be-
tween expenditure and
revenue, was Rs 9.78 lakh
crore during the April-
November period of 2022-
23. In the corresponding
period last year, the deficit
was 46.2 per cent of the
Budget Estimates of 2021-
22. The government has
budgeted fiscal deficit to
be Rs 16.61 lakh crore or

6.4 per cent of the GDP in
the current year ending
March 2023. The deficit is
funded by market borrow-
ings. As per the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA) data, the net tax
revenue at Rs 12.24 lakh
crore was 63.3 per cent of
BE 2022-23. During the cor-
responding period of 2021-
22, the net tax revenue was
73.5 per cent of that year’s
BE.

Non-tax revenue was at
Rs 1.98 lakh crore or 73.5
per cent of BE. In the last
fiscal, the collection was
91.8 per cent of BE. The
central government’s total
expenditure during April-
November works out to be
61.9 per cent of BE 2022-23,
higher than 59.6 per cent of
BE in the year-ago period.

Centre’s fiscal deficit touches 59%
of full-year target in Nov-end

New Delhi, Dec 31: 

In a historic milestone
that underscores India’s
commitment to counter
the menace of
Tuberculosis, IndianOil
(Indian Oil Corporation
Limited) signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Central TB Division
(CTD) under the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare (MoH&FW), and
the states of Uttar Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh to un-
dertake intensified TB
elimination project. The
MoU bolsters Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi’s
vision to end Tuberculosis
in India by 2025, five years
ahead of the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG).

The agreement was
inked in the presence of
the Union Minister of

Petroleum & Natural Gas
and Housing & Urban
Affairs, Mr Hardeep Singh
Puri and the Union
Minister of Health and
Family Welfare Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya. On
behalf of IndianOil, Mr
Ranjan Kumar Mohapatra,
Director (HR), signed the
MoU with Mr Vishal
Chauhan, Joint Secretary
(Policy), MoH&FW, Dr
Dharmendra Gahwai,
State TB Officer,
Chhattisgarh and Dr
Shailendra Bhatnagar,
State TB Officer, Uttar

Pradesh. Speaking on the
occasion, Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said,
“I compliment IndianOil
and its top leadership for
not just taking the proac-
tive initiative of signing
this milestone MoU to
fight Tuberculosis but
bringing it to the point of
concrete implementation.”
Union Minister of Health
and Family Welfare Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya ap-
plauded IndianOil and
both the states for their col-
lective efforts to strength-
en the Prime Minister’s

mission to eliminate TB by
2025 and said, “Public part-
nerships and a holistic ap-
proach will be crucial to
steer initiatives like TB
eradication.

Earlier, welcoming the
dignitaries, Mr Ranjan
Kumar Mohapatra,
Director (HR) IndianOil,
remarked, “IndianOil, as
India’s largest Energy
PSE, has always been
going beyond business pri-
orities to align with na-
tional commitments. Our
resolve to strengthen na-
tional health infrastruc-
ture was at the forefront
during the most ravaging
phases of the COVID pan-
demic when you will recall
how IndianOil realigned
its business resources to
shore up the medical oxy-
gen support and enhance
Covid-care infrastructure
in the nation.”.

IndianOil embarks on Intensified TB Elimination Project 

Mumbai, Dec 31: On
16thDecember 2022,AU
Small Finance Bank,
India’s leading small fi-
nance bank, and HDFC
Life, one of India’s leading
life insurers, entered into a
corporate agency arrange-
ment for soliciting insur-
ance plans of HDFC Life
through the bancassur-
ancebusiness model. This
partnership would enable

diverse customers of AU
Small Finance Bank to ac-
cess the entire range of life
insurance products offered
by HDFC Life, thus fulfill-
ing their need for financial
protection.

Thesaid arrangement
will aim to further enrich
the Bank’s life insurance
offering by enabling its
customers to access the
digital platform and the

touch points of HDFC Life
for servicing.

With its legacy of 27
years, AU Small Finance
Bank (AU SFB) has built
nuanced understanding of
customers in the rural and
semi-urban markets and
has built products and
services tailored to the
needs of these segments.

Speaking on the partner-
ship,Vibha Padalkar –
Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer,
HDFC Life, said,“Life in-
surance is necessary for
every individual with re-
sponsibilities. We at HDFC
Life work with a clear ob-
jective of financially secur-
ing the Indian population.
Our distribution network
has been growing with
time, as we build newer,
long-lasting partnerships.

AU Small Finance Bank and HDFC
Life announce Bancassurance tie-up

B ollywood actress
Tara Sutaria has

wrapped up shooting for
her upcoming thriller ti-
tled 'Apurva', which also
stars Dhairya Karwah.

The official Instagram
page of the production
house Cine1Studios
shared a picture from the
film's set and captioned it:
"Teamwork is the best
work. Ending 2022 on a
high note as we wrap our
film #Apurva."

Directed by Nikhil
Nagesh Bhat, the film
will showcase the grip-
ping story of a girl
who survives a dan-
gerous night using
her wits and
strength in this

high-stakes game of
life and

death.'Apurva' is an
e d g e - o f - t h e - s e a t

thriller and will see
Tara Sutaria in an avatar

never seen before, based
on a story that will keep
audiences hooked right to
the very end. Along with
Tara Sutaria the film also
stars Abhishek Banerjee
and Rajpal Yadav in piv-
otal roles. Apurva is pro-
duced by Star Studios
and Murad Khetani-
Cine1 Studios, and is di-
rected by Nikhil Nagesh
Bhat.

ACROSS

1. Transmits

6. Spoiled child

10. Mister (Ger.)

14. Shoe spike

15. Existence

16. Famed canal

17. Breathing

18. Take turns

20. Broadcast

22. Loafer ornament

23. Fury

24. Each

25. Curvy turn

26. Sound system

30. Fathered

32. Horseback game

33. Wine valley

35. Certain protest (hyph.)

39. Parcel out

41. Frying ____

42. Succinct

43. Cut roughly

44. Ruckus

46. Brisk wind

47. Locomotive

49. Las Vegas bride, often

51. Family animal

54. Building wing

55. Victory letter

56. ____ photography

58. Toronto native, e.g.

63. Useful

65. Australian dog

66. Staff member

67. Alleviate

68. Host

69. Poppy or sesame

70. Mild oath

71. Peruses

DOWN

1. Go away!

2. She, in Toulouse

3. Rocker ____ Young

4. Humorist ____ Barry

5. Musician ____ Wonder

6. Nonchalant

7. Annoy

8. Fore’s opposite

9. Wobble

10. Roosters’ mates

11. Wipe out

12. Ceremonies

13. Film spools

19. Most exceptional

21. Wrought ____

24. Musical instrument

26. Resorts

27. Turnpike charge
28. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
29. Hen’s perch
30. Madrid’s country
31. San ____
34. Spring month
36. Ambush
37. Emerald ____
38. Poetic contraction
40. Menace
45. Youth
48. United
50. President, e.g.
51. Fathers
52. Ghostly
53. Commerce
55. Clothing stand
57. Frozen
58. Roberto’s house
59. Thin coin
60. Andes native
61. Ripened
62. Nays
64. Roadster
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I t’s time for New Year
Celebrations, and

&TV actors have some
special plans to celebrate
the beginning of 2023.
These include Neha Joshi
(Yashoda), Mohit Dagga
(Ashok), Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna)
from Doosri Maa, Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh), Kamna Pathak
(Rajesh), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amaa)
from Happu ki Ultan
Paltan, Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi),
Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari),
Aasif Sheikh (Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita
Bhabi) from Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai. Kamna Pathak,
essaying Rajesh in &TV
show Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, says, “It will be

my first New Year's Eve
celebration after mar-
riage, and I will be cele-
brating it with Sandeep.

We both started working
right after our wedding
and did not have enough
time to spend together,

but thankfully we will
have 3 to 4 days off during
new year. We have decid-
ed to ring in the New Year
at a romantic and serene
hill station nearby.”
Rohitashv Gour, essaying
Manmohan Tiwari in
&TV show Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, says, “I am look-
ing forward to welcoming
2023 with lots of joy and
happiness. I have planned
a trip to Chandigarh,
where we will visit the fa-
mous Rock Garden. I am
also planning to meet
some of my close friends
there. I wish every a very
happy New Year”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabijii Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Actors reveal their special NY celebration plans

WW hat happens when love brings two people together against the bound-
aries of time? Based on this premise, Sony SAB’s upcoming show is all set

to break the clutter with a love story that has never been witnessed before on tel-
evision as the show follows the journey of Dhruv and Tara. Riya Sharma, a pop-

ular television actor will be seen essaying the lead role of Tarapriya a
princess from the 17th century. She is ‘sarva gun sampan’ and
embraces nature. She is strong-willed, ambitious, intelligent and is
blessed with a healing touch. On portraying the character of Rajkumari
Tarapriya, Riya Sharma said, “The show breaks the clutter with its
unusual love story that goes against the boundaries of time. The best
part about portraying my character Tarapriya is that she belongs to a
different era, one that we have often imagined. I believe his show will
offer viewers something unique as it beautifully narrates the journey of
two people from two different worlds. Without giving away too much, I
would just want to say, stay tuned to Sony SAB and look forward to
something fresh and exciting coming your way.”
DDhhrruuvv  TTaarraa  ––  SSaammaayy  SSaaddii  ssee  PPaarree  wwiillll  llaauunncchh  oonn  SSoonnyy  SSAABB,,  ssttaayy  ttuunneedd
ffoorr  mmoorree  uuppddaatteess..

Aishwarya Khare
all set for a 

solo trip to Bali on
New Year

&TV introduce new characters,
adding twists to storylines

GHAR EK MANDIR-KRIPA AGRASEN MAHARAJA KI

I shita Ganguly to enter as Sandhya Gupta –
Sandhya Gupta is a young, free-spirited girl

from a traditional, conservative family. The most
intriguing aspect is that she and Varun had an in-
tense love affair five years ago, but they ended it
because she was not ready to settle down. But, as
they say, some stories do not end. She accidentally
ends up at Agarwal's house, as she is Nisha's
cousin.

Zahida Parveen replaced Archana Mittal as
Anuradha Agarwal - The actress replaced Archana
Mittal as Anuradha Agarwal in the show. She is a
homemaker, for whom her life revolves around her
husband, Kundan Agarwal (Sai Ballal), and her
family. She is the backbone of the Agarwal family
and stands by her husband’s word. She likes to
stick to her traditional belief system, but with her
growing bond with Genda, she gets more flexible
in her perspective, unlike before when she did not
prefer changes.

Watch Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm, Ek
Mahanayak – Dr B. R. Ambedkarat 8:30pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabijii Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday only on &TV!

W ith internet abuzz
of news about

Bollywood stars Kiara
Advani and Sidharth
Malhotra to tie the knot,
people are wondering if
another palace wedding
is on the cards in
Rajasthan.

In December 2021,
Vicky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif had tied the
knot at The Six Senses
Fort Barwara in Sawai
Madhopur. Their wed-
ding function was a top
secret affair where cent
per cent privacy was
maintained.

Now, the reports doing
the rounds suggesting
Kiara and Sidharth will
tie the knot in Jaisalmer
next year and the wed-
ding date has been fixed
as February 6. However,

the gorgeous Bollywood
couple has stayed tight-
lipped on the matter.

The wedding, as per
sources, will take place at
Jaisalmer Palace Hotel,
but, there is no official
confirmation from stars
as well as the hotel. The
pre-wedding functions of
Mehendi, Haldi and
Sangeet will be held on
February 4-5, while the
nuptials will take place
on February 6, sources
say. So far on the social
media, the Bollywood
stars have given no clue
of their wedding. While
Kiara has posted her pic-
ture with Amitabh
Bachchan from sets of
KBC in her recent post,
Sidharth has posted a pic-
ture of 'Mission Majnu',
his next movie.

Kiara-Sidharth
wedding on the cards

in Rajasthan?

Riya Sharma plays a princess in 
‘Dhruv Tara – Samay Sadi se Pare’

AA
s everyone is making plans for New
Year celebrations, 'Bhagya Lakshmi'

actress Aishwarya Khare has decided to go
on a solo trip to Bali and explore its beauty.
She shared: "I decided to plan this solo trip to
Bali because after working round the clock
the whole year everyone needs a little
breather which is totally different from the
monotonous life. This trip is mainly about
rejuvenating myself and a short break to self-
actualize." The 'Yeh Hai Chahatein' actress
shared that she is excited about her solo trip
as she will get a chance to spend some time
with herself and do yoga and meditation.

"I am really excited to attend this yoga
meditation retreat that I have come here, I
am sure it will be revitalizing. I decided to do
a solo trip because I thought I needed to be
with myself for some time."

"I was looking forward to this trip for a very
long time and I am so glad that I made this
decision. I feel every woman should go for a
solo trip at least once in her life. I will surely
be back fresh, happy, and all ready for next
year," she added.

Tara Sutaria wraps up
shooting for ‘Apurva’
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New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

The Thomas Cup tri-
umph made for an epic
success story while Neeraj
Chopra further enhanced
his superstar status with a
rare Diamond League title
but the cricket team’s
struggles on the 22-yard
strip left a lot to be desired
in a bittersweet 2022 for
Indian sports.

In hockey, the women’s
team continued its inspir-
ing run with a silver
medal at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

The much-coveted 90m
mark eluded the Olympic
champion but the legend
of Neeraj Chopra kept
growing with podium fin-
ishes at elite tournaments.

However, wrestler Ravi
Dahiya could not carry
forward his Olympic suc-
cess and made a shock
first-round exit from the
World Championship.

The sincere, passionate
and hard-working athlete
that Dahiya is, the defeat
would have rankled the
grappler the most.

He is not not someone
who can digest defeat easi-
ly and is expected go all
out in season 2023, when
quotas for the Paris
Games will be up for
grabs.

The crashing out of
Dahiya was unexpected,

and so was the perform-
ance of the men’s shut-
tlers at the Thomas Cup,
where the historic title
win put India on path to
becoming a badminton
powerhouse.

The rise of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty has been phenome-
nal in the last two years
and their showing was key
in India breaking the
hegemony of China and
Indonesia at the presti-
gious tournament, held in
Bangkok in May.

Established stars such
as PV Sindhu and Lakshya
Sen did not exactly set the
courts on fire but they
made their presence felt
by winning a number of ti-
tles on the BWF Tour.

The shuttlers extended

their impressive run to
Birmingham CWG, win-
ning six medals, including
three golds, a silver and
two bronze.

Neeraj missed the CWG
due to a groin injury but
before that he won a silver
in the World
Championships in the
USA to become only the
second Indian after Anju
Bobby Geaorge — who
won a bronze in 2003 Paris
edition — to win a medal
at the showpiece.

In September, he be-
came the Diamond League
champion by winning the
Finals of the prestigious
meeting series, adding an-
other first to his name.

He came agonisingly
close to 90m mark when he
threw the spear to 89.94m

to finish second in the
Stockholm leg of the
Diamond League.

At least six top Indian
athletes were caught for
using banned drugs and
the run-up to the
Commonwealth Games
was marred by a series of
positive dope cases.

Indian wrestlers expect-
edly dominated the CWG
but the tougher World
Championships served a
reality check for estab-
lished stars such as
Dahiya.

While Dahiya struggled,
Aman Sehrawat made
steady progress in 57kg
category. He became the U-
23 world champion after
winning a gold at the Bolat
Turlykhanov Cup in
Almaty. Vinesh Phogat

also struggled but the rise
of Greco Roman wrestlers
and an exceptional show
by the juniors at the big
stage made it an eventful
year for Indian wrestling.

The rise of Antim
Panghal, who became the
U-20 world champion in
Sofia, is very heartening
and she could be India’s
best bet in 53kg when
Vinesh is not around.

The Indian hockey
teams continued their up-
ward trend, with the
women slightly outper-
forming their male coun-
terparts by clinching a
CWG medal — a bronze —
after 16 years.

The men’s team won sil-
ver but the crushing 0-7 de-
feat to Australia in the
final was a dampener.

Later in the year India
clashed with the
Kookaburras on their
home turf and though
they lost the series 1-4, en-
gaging the host in a high-
scoring series would have
given the players confi-
dence ahead of the World
Cup.

Weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu added a second
World Championships
medal to her collection,
apart from a CWG gold.
The sport also found new
heroes in Jeremy
Lalrinnunga and Achinta
Sheuli, who were among
10 medal winners in
Birmingham.

However, replicating the
CWG success in tougher
tournaments proved to be
a herculean task for al-

most all of them, barring
Mirabai. India, though, got
its maiden junior world
champion in the sport in
Harshada Garud.

What the Indian fans
will not forget and can
watch on loop without get-
ting tired is Virat Kohli’s
breathtaking shots in the
high-octane T20 World
Cup match against
Pakistan.

The cricketing world
was in his awe as he
proved that batting re-
mains an art even in the
T20 format, where muscle
power and innovation is
redefining the game style.

This was after Kohli
quit the leadership role in
the longest format and his
relationship with the
BCCI had hit a nadir after

being sacked from ODI
captaincy. To say the least,
Indian cricket in 2022 was
chaotic both on and off the
field.

The struggle of premier
batters, including that of
skipper Rohit Sharma and
KL Rahul, remained an in-
tense topic of debate.
Their approach was ques-
tioned as the Indian team
often paid the price for
their struggle in power-
play overs.

Hardik Pandya emerged
as a new leader of the na-
tional T20 team as Rohit
paid the price for another
semi-final exit in the
World Cup following a
crushing defeat at the
hands of England.

The team also lost a Test
series in South Africa.

While the established
players struggled, one bat-
ter who mesmerized the
fans and experts alike was
Suryakumar Yadav. His
ability to strike the ball
hard and clean was phe-
nomenal as he took T20
batting to another level,
drawing comparisons
with the great AB de
Villiers. The way Sourav
Ganguly’s tenure ended as
BCCI president also invit-
ed criticism. The Supreme
Court allowed him to con-
tinue as president but the
board installed Roger
Binny as the new chief.

Sports in 2022: Hockey good, badminton better, Neeraj best

The Indian badminton team created history on May 15,
2022, as they lifted the Thomas Cup trophy for the very
first time.

Neeraj Chopra celebrates after winning the men’s
Javelin Throw at the Weltklasse Zurich 2022 Diamond
League series, at Stadion Letzigrund in Zurich,
Switzerland.

India’s players celebrate with skipper-goalkeeper
Savita Punia after beating New Zealand in the bronze
medal play-off at the Commonwealth Games, in
Birmingham, on August 7, 2022.

Sydney, Dec 31 (AP):

Rafael Nadal has ended
an up-and-down 2022 with
a 3-6 6-3 6-4 loss to Britain’s
Cameron Norrie at the
United Cup mixed teams
tournament on Saturday.

Nadal won the
Australian Open and
French Open to take his
career Grand Slam si
ngles total to a leading 22.
But foot, rib and abdomen
injuries meant he played
only four events after
Wimbledon in July.

Norrie’s win gave
Britain a 1-0 lead over
Spain.

Norrie failed to win a set
in his four previous
matches against Nadal.

“It was pretty crazy. I
was thinking I’d never
won a set before, so I want-
ed to come out and firstly
do that,” Norrie said. “It
was a super physical
match and I enjoyed it. It’s
a great way to end 2022 for
me.”

In other matches, Top-
ranked Iga Swiatek gave

Poland an early lead over
Kazakhstan when she beat
Yulia Putintseva 6-1 6-3 at
Brisbane.

“First matches of the
season are always kind of
rusty, so I’m happy that in
the important moments I
was really composed,”
Swiatek said.

At Perth, Bulgaria and
Belgium were level at 1-1
after the first day.

Bulgaria’s Grigor
Dimitrov beat David
Goffin 6-4 7-5 after Alison
Van Uytvanck had a 6-1 3-6
6-2 win over Isabella
Shinikova to give Belgium
the early lead.

Earlier, Jiri Lehecka
scored a 6-4 6-2 upset win
over world No. 12
Alexander Zverev to help
give the Czech Republic a
2-0 lead. The 21-year-old

Lehecka, ranked No. 81,
broke four times in the
Group C match at Ken
Rosewall Arena in Sydney
to bounce back from an
opening singles loss to
Taylor Fritz of the United
States on Thursday.

Marie Bouzkova later
beat Jule Niemeier 6-2 7-5
in the second match to
give the Czechs a 2-0 lead.
Czech women’s No. 1 Petra
Kvitova can clinch the tie
on Sunday when she faces
Laura Siegemund.

Zverev was competing
for the first time since
June when he tore three
ligaments in his right
ankle during his Roland
Garros semifinal match
against Rafael Nadal.

“I knew before the
match that he hadn’t
played in a while but with
a player like him that can
mean nothing,” Lehecka
said.

“In the crucial moments
I showed all the experi-
ence from the last year
playing against good play-
ers.”

Rafael Nadal loses in three
sets to Norrie at United Cup

Britain’s Cameron Norrie hits a return against Rafael
Nadal of Spain during their men’s singles match on day
three of the United Cup tennis tournament in Sydney
on December 31.

London, Dec 31 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo com-
pleted a lucrative move to
Saudi Arabian club Al
Nassr in a deal that is a
landmark moment for
Middle Eastern soccer but
will see one of Europe’s
biggest stars disappear
from the sport’s elite stage.

Al Nassr posted a pic-
ture on social media of the
five-time Ballon d’Or hold-
ing up the team’s jersey
after Ronaldo signed a deal
until June 2025, with the
club hailing the move as
“history in the making.”

“This is a signing that
will not only inspire our
club to achieve even
greater success but inspire
our league, our nation and
future generations, boys
and girls to be the best ver-
sion of themselves,” the
club wrote.

It also gives the 37-year-
old Ronaldo a massive pay-
day in what could be the
final contract of his ca-
reer. Media reports have
claimed the Portugal star
could be earning up to
USD 200 million a year
from the deal, which
would make him the high-

est-paid soccer player in
history.

Ronaldo said in a state-
ment that he was “eager to
experience a new football
league in a different coun-
try.”

“I am fortunate that I
have won everything I set
out to win in European
football and feel now that
this is the right moment to
share my experience in
Asia,” the forward added.

While the signing is a
massive boost for Middle

Eastern soccer, it will also
fuel the debate about
Saudi Arabia using so-
called “sportswashing” to
boost the country’s image
internationally. Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth
fund owns Premier
League team Newcastle,
and the country is consid-
ering a bid to host the 2030
World Cup.

Ronaldo had been a free
agent after his contract
was terminated by
Manchester United follow-

ing an explosive TV inter-
view in which he criti-
cised manager Erik ten
Hag and the club’s owners
after having been repeat-
edly benched and even
temporarily suspended by
the club.

He is also coming off a
disappointing World Cup
where he was benched in
the knockout rounds and
left the field in tears after
Portugal lost in the quar-
terfinals to Morocco.

And after a storied ca-
reer that saw him win the
Champions League with
both United and Real
Madrid, along with league
and cup titles in England,
Spain and Italy, he will
now seemingly see out the
last years of his career far
away from the spotlight of
top European soccer.

While Saudi Arabia
earned its biggest interna-
tional soccer win ever at
the World Cup in Qatar
last month when it beat
eventual champion
Argentina in its first
group-stage game, the do-
mestic league has few
other stars and is not
watched by a major inter-
national audience.

Cristiano Ronaldo makes big-money
move to Saudi Arabian club

Barcelona, Dec 31 (AP):

Playing his first match
since his World Cup hopes
were dashed by an injury,
Karim Benzema came the
rescue of Real Madrid
with a pair of late goals to
snatch a 2-0 victory at 10-
man Valladolid.

Benzema had a subdued
showing in his first com-
petitive match since
November 2 following in-
juries that had limited his
availability for his club
and finally sidelined him
for his France at soccer’s
elite competition.

But the Ballon d’Or win-
ner came through in the
final minutes on Friday to
give Carlo Ancelotti’s side
the three points it needed
to provisionally move to
the top of the Spanish
league standings. Madrid
also relied on goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois to keep
the score deadlocked as it
struggled to create
chances in its first game
since the league paused for
seven weeks for the tour-
nament in Qatar.
Valladolid defended well

and threatened on the
break at its Jos Zorrilla
stadium until the game fi-
nally swung in Madrid’s
favor when the video assis-
tant referee spotted a
handball in the area by de-
fender Javi S nchez.

Benzema stepped up
and coolly slotted his
penalty kick into the left
corner as goalkeeper Jordi
Masip fell the other way to
grab the lead in the 83rd

minute. Valladolid’s
chances of hunting for a
late equalizer were hurt
when striker Sergio Le n,
one of its most incisive
players, was shown a di-
rect red card apparently
for using inappropriate
language while protesting
the penalty decision.
Benzema then got his
brace in the 89th after a
pass by substitute
Eduardo Camavinga.

“Benzema played very
well given that he had
barely played in the last
three months,” Courtois
said. “Maybe he was lack-
ing a bit of pace. I bet the
Karim of last year would
have scored even more
goals, but it is good for him
to get this double.”

Before Benzema put
Madrid ahead, Courtois
made two great saves to
deny Le n and midfielder
lvaro Aguado. Courtois
used a one-handed diving
save to stop Aguado’s long-
range strike in the first
half. He then got low to
turn back Le n’s header in
the 68th. “Courtois’ saves
were decisive,” said
Valladolid coach Pacheta
Mart n, whose team slid
into 15th place.

Madrid moved one point
ahead of Barcelona at the
top of the standings before
Xavi Hern ndez’s side
plays a derby against
Espanyol on Saturday.

Before kickoff, a mo-
ment of silence was held
in memory of Brazil great
Pel , who died on
Thursday.

Benzema nets 2, Madrid wins 
1st game after World Cup break

Sydney, Dec 31 (PTI):

South Africa batter
Theunis de Bruyn will
miss the third and final
Test against Australia
next week as he is set to
return home for the birth
of his first child.

The 30-year-old came
into the side for the
Boxing Day Test in place
of Rassie van der Dussen.
Batting at number three,
de Bruyn had scores of 12
and 28 in South Africa’s

innings-and-182-run de-
feat in Melbourne.

He also made headlines
when Australian quick
Mitchell Starc warned
him for backing up at the
non-striker’s end during
the second innings.

“Batter Theunis de
Bruyn will miss the third
#AUSvSA Test in Sydney
as he returns home for
the birth of his first child.
We wish him everything
of the best for this excit-
ing part of his life,”
Cricket South Africa
(CSA) tweeted on
Saturday.

De Bruyn’s absence
means either van der
Dussen could make his
way back to the playing
XI or the the big-hitting
reserve wicketkeeper
Henrich Klaasen, who
has played only one Test,
may be given an opportu-
nity. South African bat-
ters have struggled in this
series. The visitors have
been skittled out for
scores of 152, 99, 189, and
204 in the two Tests so far.
South Africa trail the
three-match series 0-2.

SA’s de Bruyn to miss 
third Test against Australia

for birth of his first child

PCB announces free
entry for second
Test against NZ

Karachi, Dec 31 (PTI):
The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) on Saturday
announced free entry for
spectators for the second
and final Test against New
Zealand at the National
Bank Cricket Arena, start-
ing here on Monday.

The decision to allow
free entry comes after a
disappointing crowd
turnout in the series-open-
ing first Test that ended
after bad light stopped
play on Friday. “The spec-
tators are only required to
bring either their original
CNIC or B-form to enter
the stadium and they will
be able to watch the action
free of cost from any of
the premium (Imran
Khan, Quaid, Wasim
Akram and Zaheer
Abbas), first class (Asif
Iqbal, Waqar Hassan and
Majid Khan) and general
enclosures (Muhammad
Brothers and Intikhab
Alam),” a PCB media re-
lease said. The board
added that shuttles will
also be running in be-
tween the National Bank
Cricket Arena and the
Gareeb Nawaz parking
area for ease of access to
the stadium.

BCCI to review
T20 World Cup
performance in

new year
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3311  ((PPTTII)):: The
BCCI brass will review India’s
underwhelming performance in
the T20 World Cup with skipper
Rohit Sharma and coach Rahul
Dravid on January 1. NCA chief
VVS Laxman, who has been
with the Indian team in Dravid’s
absence, is also expected to be
part of the meeting. The meet-
ing in Mumbai is scheduled
ahead of limited overs against
Sri Lanka beginning on January
3. England had hammered India
by 10 wickets in the World Cup
semi-finals, extending their
barren run in ICC events since
2013 when they won the
Champions Trophy under M S
Dhoni’s leadership. 

The last world title came at
home in 2011. The selection
panel led by Chetan Sharma
were shown the door post the
World Cup but a new panel is
yet to be formed. The commit-
tee was sacked in November
but it continues to track the
ongoing Ranji Trophy and also
picked the team for three T20s
and ODIs against Sri Lanka. The
Cricket Advisory Committee,
which was formed earlier this
month, met in Mumbai on
Friday to shortlist the list of
candidates for the selectors’
posts.

Bengaluru, Dec 31 (PTI): 

JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on
Saturday called BJP a
party full of "hypocrisies
and lies" and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah "a po-
litical chameleon" and
"reincarnation" of Nazi
propagandist Joseph
Goebbels.

The former Chief
Minister through a series
of tweets has reacted to
the saffron party leader's
attack against JD(S).

"The fact that BJP-Bari
Bootatike Party (a party
full of hypocrisies) is a
party of liars was made
evident by your yapping
lies. @AmitShah You are a
political chameleon! This
is the true face of your
party. You're a reincarna-
tion of Joseph Goebbels.
You're disgraceful,"
Kumaraswamy said.

Pointing at Shah's alle-
gation that Karnataka will
become the ATM of the
JD(S) party if it wins, he
said if the regional party
forms the government, it
will become the ATM of
the crores of Kannadigas,
farmers, labourers, the op-
pressed, and the disabled.

Samba/Jammu, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Police and security
forces on Saturday con-
ducted a search operation
in several forward villages
along the International
Border in Samba district
of Jammu and Kashmir, a
police officer said. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Operations-Samba) G R
Bhardwaj said the focus of
the search operation was
to look for any under-
ground tunnel and create
public awareness about
drones being used to
smuggle weapons from
across the border.

The search operation
comes in the wake of a re-
cent gunfight in Sidhra by-
pass area in Jammu that
left four terrorists aboard

a Kashmir-bound truck
dead. The terrorists are
believed to have infiltrated
from the International
Border (IB) and were head-
ing to the Valley when
they were intercepted by
the security forces. "In
view of the recent en-
counter, security has been

beefed up and the vulnera-
ble areas searched,"
Bhardwaj, leading the
joint operation of the po-
lice, CRPF and BSF, told
reporters. He said the
search operation started
from Chek Dhurma, the
last village along the IB,
Saturday morning.
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H D Kumaraswamy

Tourists rush to hill for the celebrations of the New Year, in Shimla, Saturday.

TOURISTS THRONG HILL

‘Amit Shah reincarnation
of Joseph Goebbels’

Madurai, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Sand moves up through
the air as the gigantic bull
'Vengai' kicks up dirt by
lowering its horn as soon
as it sights a few men. Its
bellow becomes more
powerful when they try to
walk closer and stops
when they stand still.

The farmland of P
Rajasekaran, President of
Jallikattu Peravai-Tamil
Nadu is buzzing as the
sport's annual season
nears. 'Seriyadikkuthu',
he says referring to the
bull's roar, a word largely
unknown to people in
urban areas.

The Tamil word de-
notes a loud sound made
by the bull. "That sound is
the first signal that he has
noticed people in his turf
and he is ready for a

fight." Pointing to the ani-
mal rubbing its horn
against the tree, he says it
is a natural way followed
by bulls to sharpen their
horns.

As familiar people ap-
proach to take him for
training like 'swimming
and running,' the sound
he makes diminishes and
'Vengai' gradually stops
lowering its horn to
knock on the ground.
Vengai means leopard
and the bull is much larg-
er, taller and heavier than
the feline and may weigh
nearly a ton. "You need a
minimum of two well-
built men to control
Vengai, to hold the rope
on both sides."

While regular agricul-
ture related work is on,
the focus at his farm in
Varichur village in

Sivaganga Road near
Madurai is on Vengai and
other bulls. Given the ag-

gression of the bulls, it
does not appear to be easy
to handle them unless a

person gets the knack of
it. When the herdsman
shouts, calling another

bull 'Sevalai,' it acknowl-
edges immediately by
shaking its head and
making a sound.

Elsewhere, in another
village, G Keerthana, a
transperson is busy at-
tending to 'Rudra,' her
choice bull. In fact, sever-
al bulls are named 'Rudra'
or 'Rudran' by people. All
smiles, the 33-year old
transgender woman says
her bulls have won prizes
in Jallikattu contests.

Asked how she man-
ages to rear and prepare
them for the annual
event, she says,'I have
milch cows and I am a
poultry farmer as well.'
She rears as many as
eight bulls. She has a
team of men to help her
attend to the cattle and
they say Jallikattu, 'the
spice of the season' is the

time to rejoice.
Rajasekaran, a veteran

of court battles witnessed
so far to guard Jallikattu,
says the sport has im-
measurable intrinsic
value and is a way of life
in rural regions, with reli-
gious, cultural and eco-
nomic dimensions.

"Jallikattu is the key to
protect native breeds," he
says. But for the sport,
people would sell bull
calves to slaughter hous-
es. The tough legal fight
has made people under-
stand even better the im-
portance of native
breeds, he says.
Kangayam, Pulikulam
and Umblachery are
among the indigenous
cattle breeds and a dis-
tinctive hump is a prereq-
uisite for participation in
Jallikattu.

Kolkata, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Santragachi Jheel or
Pakhiralay (Bird
Sanctuary), on the out-
skirts of Kolkata, has at-
tracted a record over 7,000
winged visitors this win-
ter, at least 15 per cent
more than the number es-
timated last winter.

The latest unofficial
count till now by the
Nature Mates' Club, which
has been maintaining the
lake for the last 5 years,
suggests the number has
already crossed 7,000 this
year.

"So far, the `jheel' (lake)
has hosted around 45
species, but never at one
particular point in time.
Normally, you will get to
see around 20 species",
said Lina Chatterjee of
Nature Mates, who over-

sees the Santragachi Jheel
project.

According to the NGO's
annual census, the num-
ber of birds had fallen to
nearly 700 in 2018 when
the Howrah Municipal
Corporation cleared the
lake of water hyacinths
entirely, leaving no place

for the birds to rest.
However, some species

whose numbers dwindled
considerably in the previ-
ous years are making a
comeback.

"The number of birds
which went down to 700
after this drive to clear up
water plants has now

grown back to more than
7000" said Arjan Basu Roy,
secretary of Nature Mates
Nature Club.

"Luckily, we are getting
back the Trans-
Himalayan Migrant
Ducks which went miss-
ing post the 2018 clean-up
drive", he said.

The most dominant
species among the birds
found is the Lesser
Whistling duck. The
Gadwall and Garganey
and Northern Pintail vari-
eties can also be spotted.
For the first time in years,
the Glossy Ibis has also
been spotted here.

The number of birds
may well go up by
January 14, the official
counting day for the sanc-
tuary, provided the weath-
er and fog conditions are
favourable, Roy said.

‘NIA registers ‘all-time high’ 73 terror cases in 2022’
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
registered an "all-time
high" of 73 cases in 2022
even as it is working to un-
dertake a "whole of ecosys-
tem" approach to dismantle
the terrorist networks that
aim to harm India, officials
said Saturday. They also
said that the agency was
"pressing on the pedal" to
get extradited gangster
Goldy Brar, the prime ac-
cused in the murder of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala.

There were reports of
his detention in the US re-
cently but agency sources
said those were "uncon-
firmed" reports. An
Interpol arrest warrant is
alive against him, and his
visa in Canada has expired.
Efforts are on to get him
back to India to face the

law, they said.
The federal anti-terrorist

investigation agency has
released the year-end fig-
ures of its action saying the
cases filed by it under the
provisions of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) and some other IPC
sections covered a spec-
trum of crimes, including
'Jihadi terror', gangster-ter-
ror-drug smugglers nexus,
terrorist funding, and FIRs
against the now banned
Islamic organisation PFI or
the Popular Front of India.

"The NIA has registered
73 cases in 2022 which is a
19.67 per cent increase from
the 61 cases registered in
2021 and is an all-time high
for the agency," a
spokesperson for the
agency said. On average,
about 60 cases were filed by
the agency in 2019 and 2020,
officials said.

Among the cases regis-

tered this year include 35
cases of 'Jihadi' terror in
J&K, Assam, Bihar, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
and West Bengal, 10 cases
related to Left Wing
Extremism (LWE), five
cases related to insurgents
in the northeast, seven
cases related to the PFI,
three cases of gangster-ter-
ror-drug smuggler nexus,
one case of terror funding,
and two related to fake
Indian currency notes
(FICN), the spokesperson
said.

The agency also filed a
total of 59 chargesheets
against 368 persons during
the year, as per official data.
"Judgements have been
pronounced in 38 cases in
2022, all of which have
ended in conviction. 109
persons have been convict-

ed to rigorous imprison-
ment and fine and six life
sentences have also been
awarded," the data said.
The overall conviction rate
for the agency currently
stands at 94.39 per cent, it
said.

Officials said the agency
was working on an "ecosys-
tem kind of approach" and
working in coordination
with other central probe
agencies and state organi-
sations so that the entire
terrorist infrastructure is
dismantled. "It is the vision
of the Union home minis-
ter (Amit Shah) that the
NIA should undertake an
'agency-like approach' and
not just like a police sta-
tion. This approach, like
the FBI of the US, man-
dates a wider and extensive
approach towards terror
crimes and its modus
operandi," a senior NIA of-
ficer said.

The agency, created in
the aftermath of the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks, has
also increased its "geo-
graphical footprints" with-
in the country as its
branches have gone up to 18
now and this is expected to
touch the two dozen mark
by the next year, the officer
said. We are getting more
manpower and looking to
establish two full-fledged
verticals to tackle cyber ter-
rorism and human traffick-
ing, he said.

The agency officials said
the NIA was also register-
ing "offshoot cases" where
terrorist links emerge dur-
ing the course of investiga-
tion by the state police or
any other central agency. It
is part of our new standard
operating procedure (SOP)
that we get associated with
any terror-like case from
the beginning so that if it
comes to us at a later stage,

we are aware of its track,
the evidence, and other in-
puts, they said.

The agency was also un-
dertaking investigations
that have cross-border ram-
ifications and require the
sleuths to travel to that
country. "For such probes,
the NIA takes the help of
the ministry of home and
external affairs and we
have, and we would, travel
to those countries where
our investigations are
linked to," they said.

As per the official data,
the NIA arrested 456 people
this year including 19 ab-
sconders. Two accused
were arrested upon depor-
tation and one accused
after extradition, it said. In
2022, eight persons were
designated as individual
terrorists under the
Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), the
data said.

‘Modi will become PM again’
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma as-
serted on Saturday that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will return to power
for a third consecutive
term after the 2024 general
election, even though there
could be many candidates
for the post.

Sarma said the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
(BJP) and the country's
only candidate for the post
of prime minister is Modi.
"Narendra Modi will be-
come the prime minister
again with the blessings of
people," he told a press con-
ference here.

Asked about other
prospective candidates for
the Prime Minister's
Office, Sarma said anyone
can be a candidate for the
top post and there is noth-
ing wrong in it. "I am not
concerned about who will

get the silver or bronze
medals," he said.

Asked about Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's
comments that he consid-
ers the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and the BJP his "guru",
Sarma said if Gandhi feels
that way, he should visit

the RSS headquarters in
Nagpur, bow his head be-
fore the "Bharat Mata" flag
and offer "gurudakshina".

Gandhi on Saturday said
he considers the RSS-BJP
his guru and the more the
saffron party attacks the
Congress, the better it is
for the opposition party to

understand its ideology.
"I want them (BJP) to at-

tack us aggressively, this
will help the Congress
party understand its ideol-
ogy. I consider them (BJP)
as my guru. They are show-
ing me the way and train-
ing me on what is not to be
done," he said.

On Gandhi not wearing
woolens in this winter dur-
ing his public appear-
ances, Sarma, who was
once in the Congress be-
fore switching loyalties to
the BJP in 2015, said it was
a fashion statement of the
former Congress chief.

"There are scores of peo-
ple in the country who are
still poor due to the long
Congress rule. The poor
cannot afford to buy a
blanket or woolens. Rahul
has everything but he is
not wearing those. That is
Rahul's fashion state-
ment," the Assam chief
minister said.
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma during a
press conference, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Santragachi Jheel sees 
surge in migratory birds

Santragachi Jheel crowded with the migratory birds dur-
ing winter, in Kolkata, Saturday.

Bulls get ‘tone up,’ Jallikattu preparation peps up TN’s hinterland

Gigantic bull ‘Vengai’ trains for Jallikattu at a village near Madurai in Tamil Nadu.

Missing Russian
found

Bhubaneswar, Dec 31
(PTI): The Russian man,
who had "disappeared"
amid the mystery sur-
rounding the deaths of
two other men including a
lawmaker from the same
country in Odisha recent-
ly, was found on Saturday.
Andrew Glagolev, a self-
proclaimed anti-Ukraine
war activist, was located
in a market area near
Bhubaneswar railway sta-
tion and he is now in the
custody of the
Government Railway
Police (GRP), an official
said. His visa has expired
and he had applied to the
UN for asylum in India,
Bhubaneswar GRP in-
charge Jaydev Biswajit
said.

The Russian MP was a
critic of President
Vladimir Putin while
Glagolev, who used to stay
in Puri, was also on the
same page, having been
sighted earlier on in
Odisha's capital holding
placards with anti-war and
anti-Putin slogans, seeking
financial assistance. About
a month ago, the man was
seen in the Bhubaneswar
railway station holding a
placard that read: " I am
Russian Refugee, I am
against War, I am against
Putin, I am Homeless,
Please Help me".

Search operation 
conducted along IB 

Special Operations Group (SOG) with Border Security
Force (BSF) during a search operation near International
Border, at Samba in Jammu, Saturday.

In J-K’s Samba



Alert
UUttttaarrkkaasshhii::  Police and
intelligence agencies are
on alert after a Pakistani
flag and two banners
wrapped around light
green coloured balloons
were found in a forest in
the district, officials said
on Saturday. One of the
banners is in Urdu, while
the other has “LBA” writ-
ten on it in bold letters,
followed by “Cabinet
Lahore Bar Association”,
Uttarkashi Superintendent
of Police (SP) Arpan
Yaduvanshi said.

Boycott 
DDhhaannbbaadd:: Jharkhand gov-
ernment doctors on
Saturday boycotted the
biometric attendance sys-
tem protesting against
“technical flaws” in it and
said they will continue to
do it till the “errors” are
fixed. The protestors
claimed that the salary of
some of them was
“wrongly” deducted
based on data provided
by the system.

Mourn 
KKoocchhii:: Kerala’s Catholic
community, which com-
prises a significant por-
tion of the State’s popula-
tion, mourned the death
of Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI. He was the
first pontiff in 600 years
to resign from the job,
under whose tenure India
got its first saintess.
Kerala nun Sister
Alphonsa became saint-
ess Alphonsa after being
canonised by Pope
Benedict XVI in 2008.

Shot dead 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A 40-year-old
gym owner was shot dead
by some unidentified men
in east Delhi’s Preet Vihar
area, police said on
Saturday. Mahendra
Agrawal was shot dead
Friday around 8 pm by 2-3
men when he was sitting
in his office inside his
gym. Police have
retrieved the CCTV
footage of the incident
which has captured the
accused who were wear-
ing masks. 

Positive
IInnddoorree:: Four members of
a family tested positive
for coronavirus in Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore district
on Saturday, and their
samples have been sent
for genome sequencing,
an official said. A 45-year-
old man, his wife and
their daughters, aged 12
and seven years, living in
Agrawal Nagar colony
have tested positive for
the infection, district sur-
veillance officer Dr Amit
Malakar told PTI.

Threaten
NNaaggppuurr:: Security was
beefed up at the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) headquar-
ters at Nagpur in
Maharashtra on Saturday
after an unidentified
caller threatened to 
blow it up with a bomb,
police said.

WELCOMING NEW YEAR

People wishing Happy New Year 2023 pose for a picture at a mustard field, in
Moradabad, Saturday.
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Fishermen row their boat 
on the River Hooghly during

the last sunset of 2022, in
Nadia, Saturday.

Ahmedabad, Dec 31:

A prayer meet will be
organised on Sunday in
memory of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother Hiraben
at PM’s birthplace
Vadnagar in Gujarat,
according to her family
members.

Hiraben passed away
at 99 in Ahmedabad
early Friday morning.

She is survived by
five sons — PM Modi
and his brothers
Somabhai, Amrutbhai,
Prahladbhai and
Pankajbhai — and
daughter Vasantiben.

The “besnu” or
prayer meet for
Hiraben Damodardas
Modi will be held at
Vadnagar in Mehsana
district on January 1
between 9 AM and
noon, as per an adver-

tisement issued by her
family members in a
Gujarati newspaper on
Saturday. Hiraben
passed away during

treatment at U N Mehta
Heart Hospital. Her
last rites were per-
formed at a crematori-
um in Gandhinagar in
the presence of PM
Modi, his brothers and
other family members.

After her death, the
prime minister tweeted
that a great journey of
100 years has come to
an end.

“I have witnessed
three qualities in moth-
er, a journey like that
of a tapasvi (saint), a
selfless worker and a
life dedicated to values.

“When I met her on
her 100th birthday she
told me one thing
which I always remem-
ber.

‘Kam karo buddhi
thi, jivan jivo suddhi
thi’ (work using your
brain and live life with
purity),” he tweeted.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3311  ((PPTTII))::
Retirement fund body EPFO
has asked its field offices to
provide an option for higher
pension to eligible subscribers
in accordance with the
Supreme Court order on
November 4, 2022.

According to the Employees
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) circular on December
29, 2022 the central govern-
ment has directed to imple-
ment the directions in the
Supreme Court order.

The field offices have been
directed to implement “the
directions contained in para 44
(ix) of the Supreme Court
judgement on November 4,
2022” within stipulated time-
line and to ensure adequate
publicity of the decision taken
by the EPFO to implement the
said directions, the circular
said. Earlier in November 2022,
the Supreme Court had upheld

Employees Pension
(Amendment) Scheme 2014.
The EPS amendment of August
22, 2014 had raised the pen-
sionable salary cap to Rs
15,000 a month from Rs 6,500 a
month, and allowed members
along with their employers to
contribute 8.33 per cent on
their actual salaries (if it
exceeded the cap) towards the
EPS.

It gave all EPS members, as
on September 1, 2014, six
months to opt for the amended
scheme. The apex court in its
order gave four more months
to eligible subscribers to opt
for higher pension under EPS-
95. The court had also struck
down the requirement in the
2014 amendments mandating
employee contribution of 1.16

per cent of the salary exceed-
ing Rs 15,000 per month. This
will facilitate the subscribers
to contribute higher to the
scheme and get enhanced
benefits accordingly.

The EPFO circular also pro-
vides for the higher pension
option for those eligible sub-
scribers who either con-
tributed on actual wages high-
er than Rs 5,000 or Rs 6,500
per month prevalent threshold
pensionable salary or exer-
cised their option for higher
pension or their request for
higher pension was declined
by EPFO authorities before the
amendment to EPS-95 in 2014.

The eligible subscribers
would have to apply jointly
with their employer for the
enhanced benefit in the appli-
cation form prescribed by the
Commissioner and all other
required documents like joint
declaration etc.

PREZ’S MESSAGE ON NY

‘Let’s rededicate 
ourselves to inclusive

devp of nation’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: President Droupadi
Murmu greeted citizens on New
Year’s Eve on Saturday and
called on them to resolve to
rededicate themselves to the
unity, integrity and inclusive
development of the country.
“May the dawn of New Year,
imbued with fresh energy, bring
new happiness, goals, inspira-
tions and greater achievements
in our lives. On this occasion, let
us resolve to rededicate our-
selves to the unity, integrity and
inclusive development of the
nation,” Murmu said in her mes-
sage released by the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. “On the
occasion of New Year, I extend
my heartiest greetings and best
wishes to all fellow citizens and
all Indians abroad,” she said.
The President further said, “I
wish for the progress and pros-
perity of our glorious nation and
the people in the year 2023.” 

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

Genome sequencing of
around 500 samples col-
lected in December are
being done at INSACOG
labs across the country at
present, sources said on
Saturday during a high-
level Covid review meet-
ing chaired by a top gov-
ernment official amid a
surge in cases in some
countries. Principal
Secretary to the prime
minister P K Mishra
chaired the meeting with
senior officials and ex-
perts to review the status
of COVID-19 in the coun-
try and compliance of di-
rections issued by the PM
during the review meeting
on December 22. During

the meeting, Union Health
ministry officials in-
formed that the Ministry
of Commerce has been
asked to monitor exports
of medicinal products and
equipment to China, they
said. Mishra was apprised
of the evolving global sce-
nario of the pandemic
with surge in Covid ob-
served in some countries,
including China, Japan,
South Korea, Singapore,
Brazil etc, official sources
said. It was informed that
Union Health Minister

Mansukh Mandaviya
chaired a virtual review
meeting with health min-
isters of states on COVID-
19 on December 23.

The focus was on en-
hancing awareness about
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour, strengthening of sur-
veillance, including ramp-
ing up of testing across
the country, and uptake of
coronavirus precaution-
ary doses, they stated.

It was informed that ac-
cording to the directions of
the prime minister, mock
drills across all health fa-
cilities were conducted on
Dec 27. All states and
Union Territories partici-
pated in the drills to en-
sure operational reediness
of Covid-dedicated facili-
ties with specific focus on
oxygen plants, ventilators,
logistics and human re-
sources.

Navsari, Dec 31 (PTI):
Nine persons were killed
and nearly 15 others in-
jured after a sports utility
vehicle (SUV) rammed
into a luxury bus in
Navsari district of Gujarat
in the wee hours of
Saturday, police said.

The accident occurred
on a national highway
near Vesma village when
the bus was going towards
Valsad, while the SUV was
coming from the opposite
direction, Navsari

Superintendent of Police
(SP) Rushikesh Upadhyay
said. Of the nine persons
travelling in the SUV, eight
died on the spot along with
the driver of the luxury
bus, he said.

Those travelling in the
SUV were residents of
Ankleshwar (in Gujarat)
and they were on their
way back to their home-
town from Valsad,
Upadhyay said, adding
that the passengers of the
bus hailed from Valsad.

Govt pulls up
WhatsApp for incorrect

India map 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: IT Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar on Saturday
asked WhatsApp to fix an incor-
rect map of India shown in a
video tweeted by the messaging
platform. The Minister also made
it clear that “all platforms that do
business in India and/or want to
continue to do business in India,
must use correct maps”. “Dear
@WhatsApp - Request that you
pls fix the India map error
asap”,” Chandrasekhar tweeted
immediately after the Meta-
owned messaging platform put
out a New Year-related tweet
showing a wrong map of India.
The video post by WhatsApp
about a New Year eve livestream
depicted the globe that showed
an incorrect map of India with
regard to Jammu and Kashmir.

India abstains
from UN 

resolution 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3311:: India has

abstained in the United Nations

General Assembly on a resolution

that asked the International

Court of Justice for its opinion on

the legal consequences of Israel’s

“prolonged occupation” and

annexation of the Palestinian ter-

ritory. The draft resolution ‘Israeli

practices affecting the human

rights of the Palestinian people in

the Occupied Palestinian

Territory, including East

Jerusalem’ was adopted by a

recorded vote on Friday, with 87

votes in favour, 26 against and 53

abstentions, including by India.

The resolution decided to

request the UN’s highest judicial

body to “render an advisory opin-

ion” on “what are the legal conse-

quences arising from the ongoing

violation by Israel of the right of

the Palestinian people to self-

determination, from its prolonged

occupation,  settlement and

annexation of the Palestinian ter-

ritory occupied since 1967,

including measures aimed at

altering the demographic compo-

sition, character and status of the

Holy City of Jerusalem, and from

its adoption of related discrimina-

tory legislation and measures.”

Prayer meet for Modi’s mother todayGOOD NEWS FOR EPFO MEMBERS

Option for higher pension to eligible subscribers
 EPFO implements

SC order

Nine killed as SUV
rams into luxury bus

In Navsari

Mangled remains of the SUV after it collided with a bus,
in Navsari, Saturday.

Revellers come
out to celebrate

NY’s eve 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The newly-chris-
tened Kartavya Path resem-
bled a picnic spot as hundreds
thronged the national capital
landmark with family and
friends to celebrate New Year’s
eve after a Covid-induced two-
year gap. Visitors, including
some children who arrived as
part of a school trip, rushed to
the venue from distant parts of
the national capital to spend
some quality time with their
friends and families.
While the children enjoyed the
remote-controlled car rides
along the lake, their parents
kept themselves entertained
with board games.
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Junk dealers arrested 
with stolen metal scrap

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Police ar-
rested two junk dealers
and recovered stolen metal
scrap from their posses-
sion. The accused had
loaded the scrap on a pick-
up truck and were trying
to dispose of it off. CSP
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker in-
formed that under the
guidance of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, the
team of Durg City Kotwali
is working against the peo-
ple involved in illegal ac-
tivities.

In this sequel, they re-
ceived a tip off regarding
two scrap dealers who
were possessing stolen
metal scrap. Acting on this
tip off, the team of Durg
City Kotwali swung into
action and conducted a
raid at Sheopara Square in

Durg.
Police recovered metal

scrap including old doors,
angles, pipes, iron bars, tin
shed, rod scrap, etc total
worth Rs 3.30 lakhs from
the possession of the junk
dealers identified as
Devanand Soni (60) son of
Late Kamhaiyya Lal Soni
and Ganesh Soni (35) son
of Devanand Soni, both
residents of Ward 03, Gaya

Nagar, Durg.
They have been booked

under the provisions men-
tioned in sections 41 (1+4)
of CrPC and Section 379,
34 of IPC. Inspector SN
Singh, Head Constable
Nemu Prasad Sahu, Anil
Rajput, Constables Luv
Pandey, Alauddin and
Mithilesh Sahu played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Family get together of Kanyakubj
Samajik Chetna Manch organised 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Family get
together programme of
KanyakubjSamajik Chetna
Manch Bhilai-Durg was or-
ganised in the premises of
Chetna Manch Sector-1 on
December 25, 2022, in
which maximum number
of people enthusiastically
participated for the intro-
duction of young women
from different areas of
India.

The chief guest on the
occasion was Dr Dinesh
Mishra, the chairman of
the Andhashraddha
Umulan Samiti. President
of Kanyakubj Sabha
Raipur Arun Shuklaand
alsoVirendra Pandey, for-
mer MLA from Raipur,
Brijendra Pandey Zone
President from Bilaspur,
Arvind Dixit President of
Brahmin Vikas Navyuvak
Manch, working President

of Rajnandgaon
Kanyakubj Sabha Vishnu
Dutt Tiwari. All specially
participated in this pro-
gram along with their of-
fice bearers.

Bachchu Pandey, the pio-
neer of Brahmin Samaj
from Nagpur also partici-
pated in the program along
with his office bearers and
active members.

BMK Vajpayee, the pa-
tron of Kanyakubj Samajik
Chetna Manch, gave a mes-
sage to strengthen the soli-

darity of the society in the
program.President Pandit
Umakant Dixit in his ad-
dress said that all the mem-
bers of the society have to
provide their financial sup-
port in the construction of
the building and women
have to ensure their role in
the progress of the society.
General Secretary
Ravindra Mishra presented
the annual report.

All the guests from
Raipur, Nagpur, Bilaspur
and Rajnandgaon praised

the family introduction
programme and encour-
aged them to cooperate vol-
untarily for the expansion
work of the community
building.

President of Kanyakubj
Brahmin Samaj Raipur Pt
Arun Shukla along with
his office bearers gave a
cheque of one lakh to
President Pt Umakant
Dixit for the reconstruction
of the building.

All the members of the
executive were present in
the program. Atul Awasthi,
Jyoti Tiwari and cultural
secretary Rakesh Shukla
coordinated the program.
Senior members of the so-
ciety were also felicitated.
On this occasion, the 27th
issue of the matrimonial
magazine Chetna was re-
leased. Vice President
Santosh Dixit thanked all
the active members for the
success of the program.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: About
one lakh sixty thousand
applications have been re-
ceived for the annual ex-
aminations of session
2022-23 to be conducted of-
fline by Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg. Last
year, more than two lakh
applications were re-
ceived for the annual ex-
amination conducted on-
line.

Giving this informa-
tion, Dr Rajmani Patel,
Deputy Registrar of
Examinations of the
University, said that the
date of online submission
of examination applica-
tion for annual examina-

tion has expired. On the
demand of the students,
the last date has been ex-
tended till January 02,
2023 with a late fee of Rs
200. Last chance has been
given to the students to fill
forms online.

Dr Patel further stated
that practical examina-
tions of all regular and
private students will be
organised in the month of
February. In this regard,
the list of external exam-
iners is being made avail-
able at all the examina-
tion centres.

These practical exami-
nations will be held from
February 01 to February
28, and annual examina-
tions will be held from the

second week of March
after Holi.

Dean, Student Welfare
of the University, Dr
Prashant Srivastava said
that most of the answer
books of the semester ex-
amination of the univer-
sity are in the process of
reaching the evaluation
center located in the confi-
dential department of the
university.

Till now, more than fifty
thousand answer books
have been provided to the
expert professors for eval-
uation.

The remaining answer
books will also be sent to
the evaluators in the first
week of January. Dr
Srivastava, after dis-

cussing with the officials
of the confidential depart-
ment, said that there is a
possibility of declaring
the results of MCom in se-
mester examinations
first. The Vice-Chancellor
of the University is keep-
ing a close watch on the
evaluation work of the se-
mester examinations.

The Vice-Chancellor, Dr
Palta has directed in the
meeting of the officials
that proper arrangements
should be made to an-
nounce the results of the
semester examinations
from January 10, 2023. Dr
Palta instructed the uni-
versity to work even on
holidays to speed up the
evaluation work.

High Speed Caster 
No 6 in SMS 2 sets new

record once again

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: It has
been a month of records
for SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Steel Melting Shop
2. The high speed Caster
No 6 of SMS 2 once again
set a new record of 41
heats in a single sequence

on 30th Dec 22 as against
tundish guaranteed life of
17 heats, surpassing previ-
ous best of 40 heats
achieved on 16th
December 2022. Earlier on
10th Dec 22, Caster 6 had
produced 36 heats in a sin-
gle sequence, surpassing
previous best of 35 heats

achieved on 6th December
2022. The record perform-
ances have been made pos-
sible by Caster 6 Team
through high levels of op-
erational efficiency. The
team was congratulated by
CGM, SMS 2, Shri SK
Ghoshal and other senior
officers of the Plant.

Efforts to upgrade District
Hospital as zero referral centre

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena chaired a review
meeting at the District
Hospital Durg on
Saturday. In the meeting,
the Collector gave instruc-
tions to work in mission
mode with the aim of up-
grading the hospital and
making it a zero referral
hospital. Appointments of
health workers and other
vacant posts will be done
from DMF.

District administration
will provide necessary
equipment and machines.
A waiting zone with a ca-
pacity of 300 persons will
also be made for the con-
venience of the relatives
accompanying the pa-
tients. CMHO JP
Meshram and Civil
Surgeon YK Sharma of
the district hospital were

also present in the meet-
ing.

To further improve the
infrastructure, Collector
said that a 10 bed private
ward and 300 persons
waiting hall will be con-
structed in the MCH
wing. He also asked to en-
sure that there is proper
arrangement of sleeping
and toilet in the waiting
hall. Apart from this, he

directed to get manifold
room and pipe line work,
central oxygen pipe line
system in Gynae HDU
and construction of OPD
wing for MCH.

Collector Meena re-
viewed the reasons for the
referral from the hospital
and assured to provide
necessary equipment, ma-
chines and employees
from the DMF fund to re-

duce the referral rate.
ABG machine and

transport ventilator in
ICU ward and institution-
al model of sonography
machine will be available
in radiology department
soon. Apart from this, nec-
essary equipment will be
made available in SNCU,
Eye, Orthopedics,
Pathology, Cancer OPD,
Septic OT, MCH and other

departments.
Health and other per-

sonnel in various depart-
ments will also be ap-
pointed from the DMF
fund. Under this, a total of
77 health workers includ-
ing 16 staff nurses, 10
medical officers, 1 ENT
specialist, 8 OT techni-
cians, 6 dressers and 21
other personnel will be
appointed.

In order to improve the
medical system in the dis-
trict hospital, the
Collector gave instruc-
tions for 24-hour availabil-
ity of 1+4 Home Guards
and appointment of 20
new security guards from
DMF. Along with this, he
was also instructed to con-
duct training and mock
drills of the security per-
sonnel so that it becomes
easier for them to act
favourably in possible dif-
ficult situations.
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Durg University receives one lakh sixty
thousand applications for annual exam

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 31: BSP has
achieved the ever best
monthly EUR-Rakes
despatch of 100 no's in
December 2022 surpassing
the previous best of 91
rakes that have been
achieved in the month of
Nov'22, out of which URM
has dispatched 82 no's and
RSM has dispatched 18 no's
of EUR- Rakes.

This feat has been
achieved by BSP
(URM&RSM) with the help
of associated departments
like SMS-3, PPC, RCL,
INCOS and T&D along
with other allied agencies
including RITES. Indian
Railways has ensured the
timely availability of 260

mtr EUR rakes for loading
of panels. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) along with Anjani
Kumar, ED (W) of BSP  vis-
ited URM and congratulat-
ed the URM & RSM collec-
tive for their excellent per-

formance. PK Sarkar, CGM
I/c (Services), AsitSaha,
CGM I/c(M & U), Tapas
Dasgupta, CGM I/c (Iron),
SK Kar, CGM(Quality &
SMS 3), Anish Sengupta
CGM (URM), T Dastidar,
CGM(RSM&RTS) and

Malik Gopinath GM I/c
(T&D) were present on the
occasion. They also ac-
knowledged the support
from Indian Railways for
ensuring the timely avail-
ability of 260-mtr EUR
rakes for loading.

BSP achieves Ever Best monthly
EUR-Rakes despatch to Indian Railways

Police seizes lethal
weapons which were

purchased online
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3311::  Under its crime
prevention and control exercise,
District Police have seized lethal
weapons from the people who
had purchased them online from
e-commerce sites. Most of these
attractive looking lethal
weapons were purchased and
being possessed by the minors
and youngsters. Police have
seized 48 nos sharp knives from
the possession of these people.
While addressing media persons
here at the Police Control Room,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava informed
that they had been receiving in-
formation regarding online
shopping of sharp knives, pistol-
lighters and airguns by the peo-
ple of the district. Taking a seri-
ous note over the possible use of
these weapons in crime, District
Police traced the people who pur-
chased lethal weapons online.
Under the guidance of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui, the team of Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit coordinat-
ed with the e-commerce compa-
nies to gather information about
the people those who purchased
/ ordered sharp knives, pistol-
lighters and airguns in the dis-
trict. The officials of online shop-
ping sites were asked to provide
information about such online
purchases. In response, the com-
panies provided shipping address
and information of the products
sent to the customers. Police
sorted out the orders of lethal
weapons and a total of 48 knives
were seized from the purchasers.
During this campaign, the majori-
ty of the people who ordered
lethal weapons were found to be
minors and youths, who were at-
tracted towards the beautiful
sharp knives, etc. In the presence
of their family members, they
were made to sign affidavits to
not repeat this act in future.
Police explained the circum-
stances of possessing such items
and released them with a warn-
ing. Durg Police is maintaining
constant watch on the people
who are purchasing such lethal
and objectionable items from e-
commerce companies and online
shopping sites.

BNS organises two day program on birth anniversary of Mannathu Padmanabhan

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3311::  A two-day pro-
gram has been organized by
Bhilai Nair Samajam (BNS) on
January 01 and 02, 2023 to mark
the birth anniversary of
Mannathu Padmanabhan, the
famous social reformer of Kerala
and the founder of Nair Services
Society. On this occasion, vari-
ous social and cultural programs
have been organized along with
Sadbhavna Rally and Foot

March. Giving information about
the two-day program, Bhilai Nair
Samajam Committee President
EKS Nair said that
MannathuPadmanabhan's birth
anniversary is celebrated on
January 2 but they have organ-
ized programmes two days in
advance to celebrate this occa-
sion in a grand manner. 

In this episode, on the first
day, on January 1, a Sadbhavna
rally has been organized. This
rally will start at 10 am from
Equipment Square, Sector-1.
Mayor of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, Neeraj Pal will flag
off this rally. On this occasion,
MP Vijay Baghel, Home Minister
TamradhwajSahu, MLA
Devendra Yadav, former minister
Prem Prakash Pandey, Risali
Municipal Corporation Speaker
Keshav Banchhor and dignitaries
will be present.

Four vehicles will be included

in the Sadbhavna Rally, on which
MannathuPadmanabhan's por-
trait and his biography will be
displayed. K Priyabda and her
father Sanmukh Anand will be
present as special guests in the
rally. The special attraction of
the rally will be the traditional
drummers from Kerala who will
accompany the rally. Committee
President EKS Nair, General
Secretary EKS Pillai, Vice
President Shailesh Kumar,

Prabhakaran and Subhash,
Treasurer Unnikrishnan and
Janish, Secretary Pradeep and
other members will be present.

Rally will start from
Equipment Square, Sector-1 and
move across Sector-5, Sector-10
Globe Chowk, BSP Risali Market,
Angle Chowk, Borsi Maharaja
Chowk, Padmanabhpur Durg,
Jail Triangle, Hudco Shriram
Chowk and conclude at BNS
School in Sector 8.

On January 2, Mannam
Jayanti has been organized.
People of the Samaj will take out
a foot march from Sector-8
Chowk to BNS School. On reach-
ing the school, wreaths will be
offered at the statue of
Mannathu Padmanabhan.
Thereafter, Committee
President Mr Nair and General
Secretary Mr Pillai will address
the gathering. Kerala's tradition-
al food "Sadya" consisting of 18
types of dishes will be served to
the people. Later, 75 senior
members of the Samaj will be
honored with shawl and shreefal
by Bhilai Nair Samajam. The chil-
dren of the BNS members, who
have scored above 85% marks in
10th and 12th, will be given
scholarships. Thereafter, the an-
nual function will be organized
by Bhilai Mahila Nair Samajam,
in which various cultural pro-
grams will be staged.

p Sadbhavna Rally on
Jan 01 and foot
march on Jan 02 

p Mayor Neeraj Pal to
flag off the rally 

p Various social and
cultural events
organised 

Mannatu Padmanabhan biography 

He was a social reformer and

freedom fighter from Kerala. He

was born on 2 January 1878 at

Perunna in Kottayam district of

Kerala. Sardar KM Panikker called

him the 'Madan Mohan Malaviya

of Kerala'. He participated in the

Vaikom (1924) and Guruvayoor

(1931) temple-entry satyagraha and

anti-untouchability movements.

Vaikom Satyagraha was a move-

ment for temple entry of the depressed classes in

Travancore (modern Kerala). He is considered a re-

former and moral guide of the members of the Nair com-

munity. He inspired the members of the Nair communi-

ty to end the evil and orthodox customs. He inspired the

Nairs to demand temple entry for all castes and to abol-

ish untouchability. In 1914, he founded the Nair Service

Society. He became a member of the Indian National

Congress in 1946 and participated in the movement

against Sir CP Ramaswamy Iyer's administration in

Travancore.



Good opportunity to buy gold,
prices may increase in 2023

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3311:: Due to the influ-
ence of the international mar-
ket, the prices of gold and silver
have started rising again. Its
effect has also been felt in
Raipur bullion market. In the
last one year, gold has become
costlier by Rs 4850 per ten
grams in Raipur Sarafa. At the
same time, there has been a
jump of Rs 2700 per kg in the
price of silver. On Saturday
evening, gold was Rs 54850 per
ten grams (standard) and silver
was Rs 65900 per kg in Raipur
Sarafa market. Significantly, on
December 29, 2021, gold in

Raipur was Rs 49400 per ten
grams (standard) and silver
was Rs 62800 per kg. Bullion
traders said that there are indi-
cations of further increase in
their prices in the coming days.
They said that there are only
signs of increase in prices, so

now is a good time to buy. In
bullion showroom, the benefit
of gift scheme is being given
along with discount in making
to woo the customers.
Customers have shown tremen-
dous response towards this
scheme. Bulllion showroom has
introduced new range of jew-
ellery as well as a collection of
traditional jewellery. Gold loans
given by banking and other
institutions  also increased this
year. It is notable that com-
pared to the year 2021, there
has been an increase of up to 20
percent in gold loans.

Instagram influencer arrested for
posting video of speeding vehicle,

promoting online gambling
Raipur, Dec 31: Raipur
Police have arrested an
Instagram influencer Babu
Khemani alias Gulshan for
allegedly posting a
video of speeding vehi-
cle and promoting on-
line gambling.

Babu Khemani al-
legedly uploaded a
video on Instagram recently
while driving at high speed
and abusing. Police took ac-
tion against him a complaint
in this regard. Apart from
this, Babu Khemani alias
Gulshan had also allegedly
promoted online gambling on

the online betting app
Gajanand Book on social
media. Taking the above inci-
dents seriously, instructions

were given by Senior
Superintendent of
Police Prashant
Agrawal to take legal
action. After this, the
team of Anti-Crime

and Cyber ??Unit caught
Babu Khemani alias Gulshan
and imposed a challan of Rs
3000 on him under the Motor
Vehicle Act. Apart from this,
action was taken under rele-
vant sections for promoting
online gambling.

Gasification is the future of coal, useful for clean environment: JSP

Raipur, Dec 31: Amrutlal
Meena, Union Coal
Secretary and  Pramod
Agarwal, Chairman, Coal
India Limited, visited the
coal gasification plant of
Jindal Steel & Power (JSP)
led by Naveen Jindal at
Angul Steel Complex,
Odisha to make the nation
self-reliant in the energy
sector so  that clean coal
technology can be used on
a large scale. Welcoming
both the senior officials of
the country, JSP officials
explained in detail how
gasification is the future of
coal. He told that coal gasi-

fication can play an impor-
tant role in realizing the
dream of self-sufficient
India in the field of ener-
gy, along with reducing
the amount of carbon
from the atmosphere and
can become a good domes-
tic alternative to the im-

port of energy sources.
JSP officials said that
their enthusiasm has in-
creased with the arrival of
Mr. Meena and Mr.
Agarwal. The Coal
Gasification Plant (CGP)
with a capacity of 2,25,000
common cubic meters per

hour, set up at Angul Steel
Complex with a steel pro-
duction capacity of 6 mil-
lion tonnes per annum, is
the world’s first and
largest coal gasification
plant in terms of steel pro-
duction. JSP is the only
steel producer in the

world which is producing
steel from DRI plant using
Syn-Gas obtained through
Coal Gasification with
minimum carbon emis-
sion as compared to other
methods. The Coal
Gasification Plant of
Angul Steel Complex has
become a “Technology
Demonstrator”, which is
being appreciated by in-
dustries across the world.
The plant is also helpful in
the production of blue hy-
drogen as syn-gas con-
tains 60 per cent hydro-
gen. Several senior offi-
cials including Mr. VR
Sharma, Vice-Chairman,
JSP Advisory Group, Mr.
Dinesh Kumar Saraogi,
CEO-Steel Business and
Executive Director,
Damodar Mittal were
present on the occasion.

1.54 lakh applications received for
examination in colleges

Raipur, Dec 31: So far 1.54
lakh students have applied
for the main examination
in colleges under Pandit
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University. Many students
who appeared in regular
and private exams have
not been able to apply. In
view of this, the universi-
ty management has ex-

tended the last date of ap-
plication till January 7.
The management said
that on January 20, the
time table for the exami-
nation to be held in all the
courses will be released.
It is notable that NSUI
student leader met
Registrar Dr. Shailendra
Patel as large number of
students have not filled

the examination forms
even after the date of fill-
ing the examination form
was over. The students in-
formed about the prob-
lems and handed over the
memorandum.

In this, the students
had demanded to extend
the date, on which the
university management,
taking a quick decision,
has made January 7 the
last date for filling the ex-
amination form.
Students Union
President of the
University, Hariom
Tiwari, Vaibhav Mujewar,
Ankit Sharma, Alok
Singh, Aniket and other
students had submitted
the memorandum.

Obscene paper slips thrown at
some houses in Naya Raipur

Raipur, Dec 31: In a
strange case that came to
light in Naya Raipur’s
Rakhi police station area
surprising even the po-
lice, leaflets mentioning
mobile numbers and mes-
sage ‘Playboy’ were
thrown in the houses of
many officers in the area.
According to informa-
tion, a youth named
Yuval is studying in an
educational institution in
Naya Raipur. To disclose
the matter, some police-
women called the young
man on that number at
midnight. Subsequently
the police arrested the
youth and subjected him
to interrogation on the
matter.

In fact, people in
Sector-3 area falling
under jurisdiction of

Rakhi police station in-
formed the police about
leaflets with obscene mes-
sage thrown at homes.
They told the police that a
slip with an obscene mes-
sage was found at the gate
of their colony. Word sex
play boy, name and a
number were mentioned
in the slip. On informa-
tion, the police called the
youth on the mobile num-
ber mentioned on the
slip. When he came to po-
lice he was arrested.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the youth belongs
to Rajnandgaon.
Meanwhile the youth
says that he is studying
BBA in a Kalinga
University located in
Naya Raipur. He says that
some people had asked
him to throw the leaflets
in the houses of the
colony built in Sector-3.
The youth has admitted
to throwing slips in more
than a dozen houses.

Police use catchy social
media posts, videos to warn

against drunk driving 

Raipur, Dec 31: The po-
lice in Chhattisgarh’s
Raipur are using catchy
social media posts and
videos to caution people
against drunk driving dur-
ing the new year celebra-
tions. Posts on the Raipur
police’s social media han-
dles, including Twitter
and Facebook, in the last
couple of days, have gone
viral.

In one of the posts in
Hindi, the police warned
that citizens speeding on
roads will have to usher in
the new year inside a po-
lice lock up. “Creative fly-
ers and videos are being
issued by the Raipur po-
lice from time to time to
make people aware about
traffic safety rules. It at-

tracts attention of the gen-
eral public,” Raipur sen-
ior superintendent of po-
lice Prashant Agrawal
told.

Ahead of New Year’s
Eve, similar messages
were conveyed through
videos and posts on social
media, he said. In one of
the videos, four young-
sters are seen drinking al-
cohol in a car despite
being warned by the po-
lice who saw them buying
liquor, and they later meet
with an accident.

At the end of every
video, the Raipur SSP is
seen urging people not to
risk their lives by driving
in an inebriated state. The
police have made elabo-
rate security arrange-
ments in the capital to en-
sure peaceful new year
celebrations. “Adequate

number of police person-
nel has been deployed
across Raipur in view of
new year parties and gath-
erings at various places.
Patrolling teams from
each police station along
with Dial 112 emergency
service will keep a close
vigil in their respective
areas,” an official said.

The state’s housing and
environment department
has issued guidelines per-
mitting the use of loud-
speakers from 10 am to 12
midnight on New Year’s
Eve and January 1, a pub-
lic relations officer here
said.

All district collectors
and superintendents of
police have been instruct-
ed to ensure strict imple-
mentation of guidelines to
prevent noise pollution,
he added.

Guidelines issued for 
New Year’s programs

Raipur Dec 31:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government’s Housing
and Environment
Department has issued
guidelines on the use of
loudspeakers for New
Year’s Eve celebrations.
The use of loudspeakers
in New Year programmes
will be permitted from 10
a.m. to 12 midnight on the
nights of December 31 and
January 1, 2023, as per the
guidelines issued by the
Collector and the
Superintendent of Police.
In this regard, all district
collectors and superin-
tendents of police have
been asked to ensure
arrangements under noise
pollution rules.
Instructions have been

given to ensure wide pub-
licity and strict compli-
ance of the instructions of
the Noise Pollution Rules.
In the instructions issued
by the Housing and
Environment Department,
it has been said that like
the previous years, vari-
ous programs are likely to
be organised by the citi-
zens and organisations of
the state on the occasion of
New Year. In view of the
increase in the level of pol-
lution due to noise pollu-

tion generated from these
events, using the powers
conferred under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, various
programs to be organised
in the state on the arrival
of New Year, December 31,
2022 and January 1, 2023
Permission should be
given to use loudspeaker
and public address system
from 10 pm to 12 midnight,
subject to the criteria pre-
scribed in the Noise
Pollution Rules.

Chh’garh wins two silver medals in
Yoga Sports championship

Raipur, Dec 31:
Chhattisgarh won two sil-
ver medals in the 3rd Sub
Junior and Junior
National Yoga Sports
championship being or-
ganized under the aegis of
NYSF in Maharashtra.

Chhattisgarh won the
silver medals in Recurve
Pair and in  Artistic Group
in Junior Boys category
and secured fourth posi-
tion in both the other
group event. Prabhakar
Singh, Satish Patle,
Prakash Kumar Sahu,
Tanish Chandel and

Pramod Shivanker won
silver medal in Artistic
Group whereas Satish
Patle and Prakash Sahy
won the other silver medal
in Recurve Pair. Manish
Rawat was the team man-

ager whereas Nurendra
Kumbar was chief coach
and was assisted by girls
coach Ishwari and assis-
tant coaches Govind
Sharma and Omprakash
Chandravanshi.

Yogesh appointed BCCI Observer for
Rajkot T-20 match against Sri Lanka

Raipur, Dec 31: Yogesh
Shah from Bhilai Cricket
Association (BCA) under
the Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS) has
been appointed as
Observer for the January
7 T-20 match between
India and Sri Lanka at
Rajkot under the three-
match T=20 series against
the neighouring Islander.

CSCS President Jubin
Shah and Secretary

Mukul Tiwari and other
office-bearers have con-

gratulated Yogesh on his
achievement. As an
Observer, Yogesh Shah
would have key responsi-
bilities during the match
which includes the
Ground work of the
Rajkot Stadium as well as
Security Team, Match
Officials Assessment,
Player Dressing Room
and other essential
arrangements at the
venue.

Baghel requests PM for early release of amounts
pending with Center for Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 31: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to Delhi
today. The Congress
leader called on Modi a
day after Chhattisgarh
decided to introduce the
Old Pension Scheme for
government employees
by giving them the option
to choose between it and
the new pension scheme
after the Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
repeatedly rejected the
state’s demand for return
of funds deposited as
part of the National
Pension System.

Apprising Prime

Minister about ongoing
progress in
Chhattisgarh’s agricul-
ture and other sectors,
Baghel said millets were
being produced in abun-
dance in the state. The
support price of Kodo-
Kutki (grains of millet
species) has been de-
clared Rs 3000 per quin-
tal, he said.

As many as 22 species
of millet are being pro-
duced in country’s first
millet bank set up in
Chhattisgarh, he said.
Appreciating the Millet
Mission, the Prime
Minister advised to start
Millet Cafe in Raipur.

Baghel also informed

Prime Minister about the
revenue amounts of
Chhattisgarh pending
with the Center and re-
quested for early release.
He also requested assis-
tance from the Center to
improve various civic
amenities in the state.

During the meeting
Baghel told Prime
Minister Modi like other
producing states,
Chhattisgarh was also
facing shortfall in com-
mercial tax revenue after
GST implementation.
Chhattisgarh is yet to get
Rs 1375 out of GST com-
pensation payable to it
till June 30, 2022 since the
day of GST implementa-

tion, he said.
Baghel said that the re-

covery of additional levy
from the coal blocks can-
celed by the Supreme
Court in 2014 was
achieved by the central
government.

The Central
Government was re-
quested several times to
transfer the amount of
Rs 4170 crore recovered
from the coal blocks of
Chhattisgarh, but the
amount is yet to be re-
ceived, he said. He re-
quested the Prime
Minister that the amount
should be transferred to
the state at the earliest.

Baghel informed about
hurdles coming in the
way of supply of coal
from South Eastern
Coalfields Limited
(SECL) in the last 06
months and said that fuel
requirement of sponge
iron and steel industries
operating in
Chhattisgarh were being
affected due to irregular
supply.

He asked the Prime
Minister to instruct
SECL to sign contract

with state nodal agency
for supply of coal to the
industries in the state.

According to Baghel
the Howrah-Mumbai
train route is like a life-
line for Chhattisgarh, but
this year a large number
of passenger trains have
been stopped by the
Railways from time to
time.

He said that no alterna-
tive arrangements were
made before stopping the
operation of such trains.
Middle and lower class
people have to face a lot of
inconvenience due to the
cancellation of trains
and they have to face in-
convenience for even em-
ployment and business,
Baghel said.

Train is the only easy
and convenient way for
the common citizens to
travel during the winter
season.

He requested the
Prime Minister to in-
struct the concerned au-
thorities to cancel trains
in the state in future only
after making adequate
and proper alternative
arrangements.
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Informs about
abundant millet
production in state

Modi appreciates
Millet Mission,
advises to start
Millet Cafe in
Raipur

Loudspeakers can be
used only until 10
p.m. to 12 midnight p On New Year

Police arrest a
youth in connection
with the matter

Last date extended
till January 7

Application date for
the main examina-
tions under RSU
university has been
extended.  January
7th is the last date

Coal Secretary and
CIL Chairman 
visited JSP’s Coal
Gasification Plant

CBSE releases time table of 10th,
12th board exams

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3311::  The Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has released the time-
table on Thursday for the
board examinations for class
10th and 12th for academic
session 2022-23. For the con-
venience of the students in the
examinations starting from
February 15, sufficient gap has
been given in between each
examination, so that the stu-
dent can easily prepare for the
next subject. The class 10th
exams will continue till March
21st and 12th till April 5th.
Practical examinations of CBSE

10th and 12th session 2022-23
will be conducted from January
1, 2023. CBSE Board has also
taken care of JEE exams while
preparing the date sheet for
class 12th. That’s why the
board has released the time
table well in advance so that

students can get enough time
to prepare for the exam. Exams
start from 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Students will be given extra
time of 15 minutes to read the
question paper. Students can
download the datesheet from
the official website of CBSE.
CBSE has released the sample
paper for different subjects on
its official website. With the
help of this, students can pre-
pare well for the exam in time.
However, the board is yet to
release the admit card for the
exam. Admit card will be
issued in January.
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CM receives invitation for opening 
ceremony of World Cup Hockey

Raipur, Dec 31: A delega-
tion, under the leadership
of Handloom, Textiles and
Handicrafts Department
of Odisha State  Rita Sahu,
paid courtesy call on Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his residence office
today. Sahu invited  Baghel
to attend the opening cere-
mony of the Hockey World
Cup to be held in Odisha
as the representative of
Mr. Nava Satpayak of
Odisha. The delegation
presented Mr. Baghel a
scarf, a bouquet, a World

Cup jersey and insignia to
Mr. Baghel. Mr. Baghel
thanked Mrs. Sahu for the
presents and the invita-
tion. It is noteworthy that
the FIH Odisha Men’s

World Cup is being organ-
ized from 13 to 29 January
2023. Matches under this
sports event will be held in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela.

CAIT welcome DPIIT step for
National Retail Trade Policy

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 31: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, States
Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
Secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary
Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge
Sanjay Choubey in-
formed that the initiative
by the DPIIT to roll out
National Retail Trade
Policy is a welcome step
and will certainly boost
the retail trade of India
to a next level.

It meets with the long
pending demand of the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) and
hence we appreciate this
move-said CAIT National

Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & State
President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi.

They strongly said that
the policy must contain a
specific provision that
only up to 20% of the re-
tail trade should be al-
lowed to be conducted on-
line. They further de-
manded that the stake-
holders must be taken
into confidence before
implementing the same.

Mr. Parwani  & Mr.
Doshi  said that the
Indian retail trade mar-
ket is Rs.130 lakh crore
annually with a 10%
growth rate every year
but unfortunately, the re-
tail trade in India is the
only vertical of country’s
retail trade which nei-
ther have a separate
Ministry nor a policy.
Therefore, the National
Retail Trade Policy will
prove to be a booster for
the economy and Trade
& commerce of the coun-
try. It is to be noted that

about 80% retail trade is
conducted by traditional
retailers i.e. non corpo-
rate retail, about 10% by
corporate retail, about
7% by e-commerce and
about 3% by direct sell-
ing.

Mr. Parwani  & Mr.
Doshi  however said that
without an e-commerce
policy and codified rules
and regulations for e-
commerce trade, the
National Retail Trade
Policy will prove to be a
half baked exercise
which will be only par-
tially beneficial.

The retail trade has
four verticals corporate
retail, non-corporate re-
tail, e-commerce and di-
rect selling and therefore
the National Retail Trade
Policy should have a con-
solidated and compre-
hensive policy under
which all the four verti-
cals can work in tandem
and no overlapping by
one another should be al-
lowed.

Upliftment of the society is possible only
through organization: Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Dec 31: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) organ-
ized a meeting of NGOs
and voluntary organiza-
tions from various regions
of Chhattisgarh for the bet-
terment of the society on
Dec 28 in the hall of the ad-
ministrative building with
a view to carry out its so-
cial responsibilities. The
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal was the
Chief Guest of the pro-
gram.

Welcoming the represen-
tatives of all the institu-
tions to the University, the
Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal emphasized on
working together for the
upliftment of the society
with service, coordination,
dedication, and coopera-

tion. He said that intensive
work of service by volun-
teers is going on in differ-
ent areas of Chhattisgarh.
The volunteers of the
University’s National
Service Scheme and the
youth of the National
Cadet Corps will work
closely with all the institu-
tions.

V-C Prof. Chakrawal em-
phasized that working
alone in any field will not
work; rather everyone will
have to work together, only
then the desired goals can
be achieved. He said that
there is a very small differ-
ence between necessity
and luxury which we have
to understand and only

then we will be able to do
some creative work for the
society. He urged that the
university is ready to work
with all in various fields of
service and nation build-
ing. He added that it is im-
portant that we connect the
youth with various dimen-
sions of sports, public serv-
ice, social activities so that
their positive energy can
be properly utilised.

Appreciating the initia-
tive of the Vice-Chancellor
the participants from vari-
ous institutions expressed
their desire to work togeth-
er with various depart-
ments of the university
and hoped that the positive
results of this initiative

would be seen conspicu-
ously in the field of social
upliftment.

Before this, the guests
were welcomed with
saplings. The coordinator
of the program is
Professor Pratibha J.
Mishra of Department of
Social Work. Professor
Mishra gave the welcome
address while the partici-
pants who came from dif-
ferent fields, while giving
their introduction, present-
ed in detail the work being
done by their organiza-
tions and institutions. On
this occasion, the Chief
Guest was honored by pre-
senting a shawl and shree-
phal. Along with this, T-

shirts made available by
UNICEF were distributed
to the participants by the
Vice-Chancellor and the
Registrar. A new variety of
mushroom prepared by Dr.
Bhaskar Charasia,
Assistant Professor of
Department of Rural
Technology and Social
Development and his post-
graduate level students
was also released for sale
by the guests. In the end,
vote of thanks was deliv-
ered by the Registrar, Prof.
Manish Srivastava.

At this conclave of
NGOs, issues of vital im-
portance for the current
times such as women em-
powerment, stress relief,
health, medical facilities,
service of the elderly,
youth development,
human service, clean
water, plastic eradication,
environment, pollution,
forest dwellers’ welfare,
schemes for disabled, em-
ployment, cow service,
water, forest, and land
awareness was discussed.

Two camps organised for distribution of aids & appliances

Raipur, Dec 31: REC
Limited, a Maharatna
Central Public Sector
Enterprise under the
Ministry of Power has
committed financial assis-
tance of about Rs 10 cr  as
a part of its CSR initiative.
Under the initiative, REC
is lending support to AL-
IMCO for ‘Distribution of

aids & assistive devices to
persons with special abili-
ties’ by organizing 25
camps in various
Districts/States across the
country over a period of

two years. As a part of the
project, two camps for dis-
tribution of aids and appli-
ances to persons with spe-
cial abilities were organ-
ized in Raipur. The first

camp was organized in
Mana Camp in the pres-
ence of Vivek Kumar
Dewangan, Chairman &
Managing Director - REC,
Ajoy Choudhury, Director
(Finance) – REC, Dr.
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, IAS, Collector &
DM - Raipur and other offi-
cials of REC Limited, AL-
IMCO and the district ad-
ministration. A second
camp was organized in
Aadarsh Nagar on the
same day.

CM accorded warm welcome by villagers,
members  of Satnami Samaj

Raipur, Dec 31: On the ar-
rival of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at
Nawagarh’s Government
Shri Koduram Dalit
College field helipad, the
villagers, members and of-
ficials of the Satnami
Samaj, local public repre-

sentatives, and citizens
presented him with gar-
lands and floral bouquets
as part of a hearty wel-
come

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA of Nawagarh
Assembly Constituency
Gurudayal Singh
Banjare, Bemetara
Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla,
Bemetara Police Officer
I. Kalyan Elisela, and
other officials/employees
were also present.

Now possible to vote for one’s home
or native constituency:  Kangale

Raipur, Dec 31: It is now
possible to vote for your
home or native constituen-
cy from anywhere in the
country. For this, the
Election Commission of
India has developed a pro-
totype remote electronic
voting  machine. Through
this, migrant voters will
get freedom from the has-
sle of going to their home
state/city for voting.

This information has
been given by Chief
Electoral Officer Reena
Babasaheb Kangale. She
told that many times vot-
ers were unable to vote
due to internal or domes-
tic migration of voters due
to many reasons like em-
ployment, marriage, edu-
cation. With the introduc-
tion of remote machines,
voter turnout will improve
and maximum participa-
tion in elections will be en-
sured. The Commission

has invited all the recog-
nized 08 National and 57
State Parties on  January
16th, 2023 to demonstrate
the working of the Multi-
Constituency Prototype
Remote EVM and has also
requested them to submit
written representations by
January 31st, 2023. Based
on the feedback received
and the performance of
the prototype, the
Commission will move to-
wards implementing the
remote voting system.
Significantly, in the era of
technological progress, de-
nial of voting rights on the
basis of migration is not
an acceptable option.

The general election-
2019 saw a voter turnout of
67.4% and the Election
Commission of India is
mindful of the fact that
more than 30 crore elec-
tors have not exercised
their right to vote and the
voting percentage varies
across states/UTs. It is
recognised that there are
many reasons for a voter

not to register at the new
place of residence and
thus, lose the opportunity
to exercise the right to
vote. Voter turnout due to
internal migration (do-
mestic migrants) is also a
major constraint in im-
proving voter turnout
and ensuring greater par-
ticipation in elections,
which also needs to be ad-
dressed. Although there
is no central database for
intra-country migration,
an analysis of data avail-
able in the public domain
suggests that migration
related to employment,
marriage and education
is a significant compo-
nent of overall domestic
migration.

If we look at the overall
domestic migration, out-
migration is observed on
a large scale among the
rural population. About
85% of internal migra-
tion takes place within
states. Soon after taking
over as the Chief Election
Commissioner, Kumar

came face-to-face with the
problem of internal mi-
gration by trekking to a
remote polling station in
Dumak village of
Chamoli district and fo-
cused his attention on
how migrant voters be en-
abled to exercise fran-
chise from their present
place of residence. Legal,
statutory, administrative
and technological initia-
tives are needed to imple-
ment such empower-
ment. The Commission’s
team recommended alter-
native methods of voting
such as two-way direct
transit postal ballots,
proxy voting, special
early polling stations to
find inclusive solutions to
enable electoral participa-
tion of migrants at all
socio-economic levels. dis-
cussed in detail all the op-
tions like early voting,
one-way or two-way elec-
tronic transmission of
postal ballots (ETPBS)
and internet-based voting
system etc.

National Deworming Day to be observed on Feb 10

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 31: National
Deworming Day is to be
observed in the state on
February 10, 2023. Infant
Protection Month is to be
observed from February
28 to March 31, 2023, in
the state for better health
care of babies. A meeting
of the State Level
Steering Committee was
held in Mantralaya today

under the chairmanship
of Mr. Prasanna R,
Secretary of the Health
and Family Welfare
Department. He gave the
necessary guidelines re-
garding both campaigns.
He instructed the offi-
cials of the Health
Department and other de-
partments present in the

meeting to achieve a 100
percent target in both
campaigns.

The outline and effec-
tive implementation of
both events were dis-
cussed in the State-Level
Steering Committee
meeting. In the meeting,
the Director of Health
Services Mr. Bhim Singh,

Director of National
Health Mission Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas
Sandeepan, Managing
Director of CGMSC Mr.
Chandrakant Verma, offi-
cials from the Health
Department, School
Education Department,
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Women and
Child Development
Department, non-govern-
mental Organization
(NGO) Evidence Action
and officers of other or-
ganizations were present.

During National
Deworming Day, i.e.on
February 10, deworming
medicine will be provid-
ed to all children and
teenagers in the state of
one year to 19 years of

age. Children will be pro-
vided deworming medi-
cine in Anganwadis, gov-
ernment schools, health
care centers, aided pri-
vate schools, and techni-
cal education institu-
tions. During the infant
protection month from
February 28 to March 31,
IFA syrup will be provid-
ed to children below five
years of age i.e. from 6
months to 59 months and
Vitamin ‘A’ will be given
to children from nine
months to 59 months. It is
necessary to give vitamin
‘A’ and IFA syrup along
with anthelmintic medi-
cine to children and ado-
lescents for good health,
better nutrition, access to
regular education and to
increase quality of life.
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Raipur, Dec 31: Swiggy
continued to climb high
in its popularity chart as
it welcomed thousands of
new users this year in
Raipur. What people of
Raipur & Chhattisgarh
love to Eat on Swiggy
Food Marketplace. The
most ordered item in
Raipur was Chicken
biryani and it also ruled
as the No.1 Dish across
Chhattisgarh. Veg Hakka

Noodles was the No.1
snack ordered in Raipur,
whereas Chhattisgarh
opted for paneer chilli as
its favorite. Choco lava
cake was the most or-
dered dessert in Raipur
and Chhattisgarh.

Our delivery executive
Sagar Khare delivered
the most number of or-
ders across Raipur. The
best part about working
with Swiggy is the guid-
ance we get from the
team on how to expand

our business and make it
better. The platform gives
us a lot of visibility and
access to new customers
which we didn’t have be-
fore and as a result our
orders have also shot
up.”, stated Mr. Shafique
owner of Madrasi restau-
rant from Raipur. Indian
dishes and local
favourites saw a year-
round demand as foodies
of the city also saw the
highest bill with a single
order of Rs 13,180.

AgFarm widens its Reach in India
Raipur, Dec 31: Dubai-
based agrochemical com-
pany, AgFarm has intro-
duced its entire product
range in Chhattisgarh.
The launch coincides
with the Rabi crop sowing
season in India, typically
starting in the winter sea-
son. AgFarm entered the
Indian market almost an
year ago and enjoys pres-
ence in Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Telangana.
AgFarm’s comprehensive
portfolio consists of high-
ly effective and sustain-

able herbicides, insecti-
cides, fungicides, and
plant growth regulators
that boost crop health and
support farmers’ econom-
ic resilience and produc-
tivity by targeting the
most damaging pests and
diseases in all major
crops. These products
cover all the major crops
and cash crops, fruits, oil
seeds, and important veg-
etables. “Chhattisgarh is
famously known as the
“Rice Bowl” of Central
India, with the main crop
being Paddy. Apart from
paddy, oil seeds like

Groundnut, Soybean, and
Sunflower and cereals
like maize are also grown
in the state. AgFarm of-
fers a complete range of
crop solutions for all
these important crops.
Our foray into the state
through the online medi-
um will help the retailers
and farmers of
Chhattisgarh save time
and lower the input costs
for them as we will pass
on the savings incurred
towards supply chain
management to them.
Further, it will also facili-
tate them to establish a di-

rect digital connection
with the company, which
will enable us to under-
stand their requirements
and concerns better.
Besides, modern social
listening and digital ana-
lytics will also help us re-
duce the turn around
time and provide our cus-
tomers with products at
affordable prices,” says
Sandeep Singh Chauhan,
Director, AgFarm.
AgFarm aims to revolu-
tionize the agricultural
world digitally by allow-
ing buyers access to buy
agro-inputs in a single

click. Its products are ex-
clusively available on
nurture.retail app. The
company possesses
unique R&D capabilities
and focuses on manufac-
turing highly efficacious
agro-inputs such as
Halogen, Hardy, Relevant,
Longstar, Dinotrex,
Jogger, Sabaa, Udayan
etc. AgFarm’s vision is to
contribute to the produc-
tion improvement of
crops and support in en-
riching human life by
providing agricultural so-
lutions in harmony with
the natural environment.

From Rita Sahu, rep 
and Minister, Govt 
of Odisha

Infant Protection Month
to be observed from Feb
28 to Mar 31- 2023

Secretary of Health
Department stresses on
achieving 100% target in
both the campaign

From anywhere in the
country

On his arrival at
Nawagarh’s
Government Shri
Koduram Dalit College
ground

To persons with special 
abilities by REC in 
collaboration with ALIMCO 

Issues of Vital
Importance to the
Society Discussed at
NGO Conclave in CU

Chhattisgarh opted for ‘Paneer
Chilli’ as its favourite
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Koriya, Dec 31: Collector
Koriya reached Gauthans
in Gram Pondi and Rajouli
of Sonhat Block of the dis-
trict here on Friday. On
this occasion he said that
the Gauthans developed
under government's
schemes viz 'Suraji Gram
Yojana', 'Narwa, Ghurwa,
Garwa and Badi' and their
activities have strength-
ened the economic condi-
tion of rural women and
created more employment
opportunities in the vil-
lages.

Collector during inspec-

tion of Gauthan in Gram
Pondi held talks with
women about prepara-
tions of Vermi-compost
and took information on

how they convert the cow-
dung into organic manure.
Here he also obtained in-
formation about the lifting
of vermi-compost pre-

pared by WSHGs and the
amount earned after sell-
ing it. Holding talks with
the female members of
WSHGs in the Gauthan at
Pondi, Collector heard the
stories of success and see-
ing the enthusiasm and
energy of women active in
'Gauthans' he motivated
them to work harder.
Women associated with
vegetable production in-
formed that by selling
'baigan', green chillies,
and others, they have
aerned Rs 37,600. The
group for Vermi-compost
has so far sold fertilizers
worth Rs 4 lakh.
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Korba, Dec 31: On finding
M/s Mahavir Jain guilty of
alleged irregularities in
transportation of govern-
ment's paddy, the Food &
Civil Supplies Department
has banned the firm for
transportation for three
years, for which an agree-
ment was signed by
F&CS.

Apart from this the
F&CS also seized the se-
curity deposit of Rs 20
lakh deposited by the
firm under this agree-
ment. In this regard MD
Chhattisgarh state Civil
Supplies Corporation
(CSCSC) has issued or-
ders here on Thursday. As
per the order issued, for
marketing year 2020-21,
F&CS entered into agree-
ment with M/s Mahavir
Jain of Korba for trans-
portation of government
paddy.

During transportation
by the firm on 22 Sept
2022, after taking load of
Food material from Ware
House Godown in Gram
Satrenga of Korba block,
the firm indulged in ir-
regularities of loading of
rice in truck bearing No.

CG 12 S 6291 and it was
caught by the local district
administration.

The investigation was
done by District Manager
of F&CS and in this 10.98
quintal rice was found less.
In this regard a complaint
was lodged at Rampur

thana against M/s
Mahavir Jain and the dis-
trict administration black-
listed it and banned it for
next three years. MD F&CS
issued a notice to the firm
seeking clarification and
dissatisfied with its reply,
the firm was banned.
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Rajim, Dec 31: There are
reports that no water is in
the Anicut and on January
7, the birth anniversary of
Bhaktin Rajim Mata will
be celebrated at the new
fair ground, in which,
apart from a large number
of people are set to gather
and with no water, the situ-
ation will turn into a prob-
lem.

As per reports, heavy
torrential water is continu-
ously flowing from 5 gates
of Anicut and the depart-
mental employee doesn't

even have time to shut
them down or pay atten-
tion as a result, gradually
the overflowing Anicut
flow has become complete-
ly empty by flowing for-
ward and as a result, where
there should have been 7 to

8 feet of water, sand is now
visible there.

It may be noted that
Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey had
reached the Maghi Punni
fair last year and had
opined about the impor-

tance of water.It must be
mentioned that the water
resources department of
Dhamtari district oversees
Navagaon Anicut, but the
work of filling water is the
responsibility of the
Gariaband Water

Resources Department, but
due to lack of co-ordina-
tion between the officers in
the department of two dif-
ferent districts, this situa-
tion is being created.

If the water is released
and the gate remains open
in this way, then there will
be no justification for fill-
ing the water, so people
have demanded from the
State Water Resources
Minister Ravindra
Choubey that by closing
the gate of Anicut, the
water should be filled to
the brim, before the com-
mencement of the fair.

Collector chairs weekly Time-Limit meeting
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Dec 31: District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh reviewed the de-
partmental works of all
the departments in the
weekly Time-Limit meet-
ing here and inquired
about the progress of var-
ious departments includ-
ing vermi and super-com-
post manure lifting.

While reviewing paddy
procurement in the dis-
trict, Langeh said that im-
mediate action is being
taken if irregularities are
found in paddy procure-
ment and everyone
should be alert and pay at-
tention to the arrange-
ments for smooth opera-
tion and the nodal officers
should do continuous in-

spection.
The Collector also in-

quired about the progress
of construction works
under Rural Industrial
Park in the district and di-
rected all the CEO Janpad
Panchayats to start the
activities soon.

He inquired about the
progress in making caste

certificate from the
District Education
Officer and for the avail-
ability of seeds for the up-
coming Rabi season, the
Collector directed the
Agriculture Department
to prepare an action plan
according to the demand
and make seeds available
to the farmers.
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Sheorinarayan, Dec 31:
Sixteen districts of the
state participated in the
state level drop row ball
competition which started
from December 28, in sen-
ior boys category
Bemetara came first, sec-
ond MCB and third
Janjgir, first, in junior
boys category Bemetara
was first, second Janjgir
and 3rd Dhamtari, in sub
junior girls category 1st
was Bemetara, 2nd
Surguja and 3rd Durg, in
senior girls category  1st
was Bemetara, 2nd Balod
and 3rd Durg District.

In the tournament
Pankaj was winner in the
senior category,Dhamtari
Kumari Himani Bemetara,
in the junior category

Niranjan of Janjgir was
winner while Mehak from
Durg won the title in the
girls' category. People
reached in large numbers

and enjoyed this game.
Shashikanta Rathore as
the chief guest in the prize
distribution ceremony,
Member Women's
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Raghavendra Singh, Vice
President, District
Panchayat, Vishwakarma
Shilp Kalyan Board.

Narayan Khandelia
Animal Welfare Board
Pappu Baghel Scheduled
Castes Board Member
Mati Anjani Tiwari
President Nagar
Panchayat Shivrinarayan
or Councilor Manoj Tiwari
Niram Jan Kashyap Pintu
Bhatt, Laxman Chauhan
encouraged the players.
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State level drop row ball 
competition concludes Special camp for

Covid vaccination 
The Collector gave instruc-

tions to complete 100% vacci-
nation, keeping in view the
danger of infection of the new
variant BF-7 of Covid, gave
necessary guidelines to all the
officers to comply with the
guidelines issued by the gov-
ernment to prevent this vari-
ant. He instructed the Chief
Medical and Health Officer to
prepare an action plan for or-
ganizing special camps for
Covid vaccination in the dis-
trict and said that all the con-
cerned departments should
prepare for vaccination, iden-
tify the remaining people for
precaution dose and complete
100 percent vaccination.

M/s Mahavir Jain 
banned for 3  years
For irregularities in transportation of paddy
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Dongargarh, Dec 31: It
was as per appeal by the
PM Narendra Modi, with
objective to familiarize peo-
ple about the sacrifice and
martyrdom of son of Guru
Govind Singh viz.
Sahibjade Jorwar Singh
and Fateh Singh to coun-
trymen, it was decided to
observe it as 'Veer Bal
Diwas'.

In this series, 'Veer Bal
Diwas' was observed in
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya (JNV) here on
Monday and this pro-
gramme was chaired by

Principal Dr Rupendra
Singh. First the photo of
Guru Govind Singh and his
son Jorwar Singh and
Fatesh Singh was garland-
ed and traditional lampw
as lit to inaugurate the pro-
gramme.

Thereafter the Vice-
Principal of School
Omprakash Chourasia in
his speech apprised the stu-
dents about the sacrifice,
martyrdom and valour of
Guru Govind Singh, his
four sons and mother

Gujari and their patriotism
for the country. Student
Kundiksha Kaushik of
Class 10th presented before
students about the objec-
tive of celebrating 'Veer Bal
Diwas' as highlighted by
PM Narendra Modi and

said that the last and final
objective of all should be
love for the nation and pa-
triotism.

Principal Rupendra
Singh in his address ap-
prised students about the
martyrdom and valour of
Indian martyrs and coura-
geous persons and also ap-
prised them about impor-
tant schemes of the govern-
ment and how they can ren-
der services to the nation in
their future life. In the
above programme, parents
of the students, teachers of
the School and other non-
teaching staff were present
in large number.

‘Veer Bal Diwas’ celebrated in JNV

Collector conducts inspection of Gauthans

Anicut worth crores of rupees drying up

Sindhi Samaj demands
action against accused
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Simga, Dec 31: President
of Pujya Sindhi Panchayat
Simga- Kishan Advani
along with other members
of Samaj submitted a
memorandum in Simga
Thana for objectionable
comments against Lord
Shri Jhulelal and demand-
ed action against those in-
volved in it.

In the memorandum it
was mentioned that an of-
fice bearer of
Chhattisgarh Kranti Sena
Saurabh Chandrakar and
his friends have passed ob-
jectionable comments
against 'ist dev' of Sindhi

Samaj- Lord Shri Jhulelal
and it has hurt the senti-
ments of people of the
Samaj and by doing so an
effort has been made to
spread violence and create
tensed atmosphere in the
Samaj and its people.

Kishan Advani in-
formed that few days back,
Chhattisgarh government
has renamed the capital
city's 'Katoratalab' on re-
quest by the Samaj as
'Jhulelal Sarovar' and it
was done by government's

consent and legal proce-
dure. After this there has
been unwanted comments
on social media over Lord
Shri Jhulelal and Samaj,
which is creating great
deal of resentment among
the society and its people.

Members of Sindhi
Samaj have demanded ac-
tion against those found to
be guilty and file FIR
against them. On this occa-
sion Chiranjivi Panjwani,
Manohar Panjwani and
others were present.

Shortcomings in CHC-Kharora mock-drill
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Dec 31:
Doctors were wearing
PPE kits and brought pa-
tients to the hospital and
the Oxygen level of each
was checked and then
drip was applied and few
patients were put on the
ventilator to check it's
working. This was not in
reality but a mock-drill to
check the preparations to
handle likely third-wave
of Covid-19.

Though this sort of
scene was common dur-
ing the second wave in
most of the hospitals in
Kharora region and the
same was sort of repeat-
ed in the mock-drill. In
the mock-drill conducted,
few shortcomings came
to fore and on which in-
structions were given to
update the same.

There is plenty of facil-

ity for supply of Oxygen
to the patients in
Community Health
Centre (CHC) in
Kharora. The plant is in
running condition, but as

to whether it can supply
Oxygen to 550 beds in the
hospital during emer-
gency, nobody has
checked it so far.

Neeraj Sahu of Kesala

informed that on
Thursday evening he
brought his mother to
Kharora and at that time
there was no doctor in
CHC and he was forced to
take her mother to a pri-
vate hospital in Kharora.

At that time her moth-
er was facing fainting
condition due to low BP
and on which the doctors
asked him that a drip
needs to be applied for
two hours and for which
he has to pay Rs 1200.
Here is worth mention-
ing that during the mock-
drill, all the doctors of
CHC were present.

With news about in-
creasing number of
Corona cases in China,
Japan and other coun-
tries, the Indian health
ministry has directed all
the states to keep their
health infrastructure
upto- date, so as to handle

any emergency third
wave of Covid-19.

So in view of this
preparations have been
started in all the health
centres and hospitals in
the state. Under this the
ventilator, multi-para-
monitor, Oxygen concen-
trator and other life-sav-
ing drugs are to be
checked and kept in ac-
tive mode.

p For passing 
objectionable 
comments against
Lord Shri Jhulelal

What officer says

Mock-drill in view
of increasing Covid-
19 cases was done in
CHC and few short-
comings have come
to fore and it would
be retified and here
all other prepara-
tions are upto-date.
Mamta Sunwani - In-
Charge BMO.
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Bail to man accused of running
illegal visa racket

New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

A Delhi court has grant-
ed bail to a man arrested
for allegedly running an il-
legal visa racket, noting
that no one victim had
come forward to file a com-
plaint against him.

Vacation Judge
Shailender Malik granted
relief to accused Nanda
Ballab Joshi, noting that
while 32 passports were re-
covered from his posses-
sion, he was admittedly
running a tour and travel
agency. “It is also not the
case of the prosecution
that passports recovered
from the possession of the
accused were fake, rather
(they are) found to be gen-
uine. “It is also admitted
position that none came
forward to give the com-
plaint regarding alleged
fake visa having been

given or provided by the
accused,” the judge said in
an order passed on
December 30. The judge
also noted that the ac-
cused was in judicial cus-
tody since November 26,
2022 and was no longer re-
quired for custodial inter-
rogation or investigation.

“In such circumstances,
I am of the view that the
accused is entitled to
bail,” the judge said.

The judge, however, di-
rected the accused not to
leave the country without
its prior permission. He
will not try to influence
witnesses or tamper with
evidence in any manner,
the courts said.

Joshi had claimed in his
application that he was
falsely implicated in the
case and that there was no
evidence of any forgery or
cheating having been com-

mitted by him.
He submitted that 32

passports recovered by po-
lice were genuine.

He noted that the prose-
cution did not record
statements of any ag-
grieved person or com-
plainant regarding al-
leged fake visas, etc. He
contended that the co- ac-
cused in the case, Baldev
Raj and Kuldeep Singh,
have already been granted
bail and his case is also on
the same footing.

The prosecution op-
posed the bail application
on the grounds that dur-
ing the investigation, a
large number of account
statements of different
persons and different
bank statements were
found that were “false”
and 32 passports were re-
covered from the posses-
sion of the accused.

‘BJP will go alone in 2023 K’taka polls’
Bengaluru, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Urging party workers to
ensure that BJP forms a
government with two-
thirds majority in
Karnataka, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday asserted that the
party will go alone in the
2023 assembly polls, and
said it will be a direct con-
test as voting for JD(S) is
like casting the ballot for
Congress.

He also urged people to
decide whether they are
standing with a party of
patriots, referring to the
BJP, or with “tukde tukde
gang” under the leader-
ship of Congress.

“There are clearly two
sides and it is a straight
fight this time. Journalists
say there is a triangular
fight. I said no, it is a
straight fight, because vot-
ing for JD(S) means voting
for Congress. So, is it a
straight fight or not?”

Shah asked.
Accusing the JD(S) of

spreading rumours claim-
ing that BJP will tie up
with them, while address-
ing party workers here, he
said: “I have come to tell
the workers and the people
of Karnataka that we will
not go with any party. We
will fight alone and form
the government on our
own.”

“There are clearly two
sides. On one side, there is
an organisation of patri-
ots in the form of BJP and
on the other side, tukde-

tukde gang have come to-
gether under the leader-
ship of the Congress. It is
for the people of
Karnataka to decide now
whether they are with the
patriots or those who sup-
port people who want to
divide this country,” he
added. Shah was speaking
at the BJP’s booth presi-
dents and booth-level
agents convention at the
Palace Ground here.

\ Highlighting the saf-
fron party’s massive victo-
ry in Gujarat, Shah told
party workers assembled
from across Karnataka: “If
you want to form a govern-
ment, don’t form an in-
complete one, form a gov-
ernment with a full two-
thirds majority.”

“I have seen the mood of
the people of Karnataka.
People are ready (to sup-
port us), we need to go to
them,” he added.

Karnataka will go to the
polls by April-May, 2023.

Four killed in firecracker
blast at house

Namakkal (TN), Dec 31 (PTI): 

Four persons including
the owner of a firecracker
shop and three women
were killed and an equal
number of people were in-
jured in a blast at a house
in the district where fire-
crackers were allegedly
stocked, police said on
Saturday.

Tamil Nadu Chief

Minister M K Stalin, who
condoled the deaths, ex-
tended his sympathies to
the bereaved families and
ordered a relief of Rs 2
lakh each to the families
of the victims who lost
the lives and Rs 50,000 to
each of the injured.

The blast, which oc-
curred suddenly at
around 4 AM, damaged
the house in Mohanur
here and a few others in
the vicinity causing in-
juries to four persons, po-
lice said. Fire tenders

battled for nearly two
hours and put out the
blaze.

“It is not clear why
Thillai Kumar (35), a li-
cence holder, had stocked
the firecrackers in his
house. The incident hap-
pened around 4 AM.
Thillai Kumar, his moth-
er Selvi (55) and wife
Priya (28) died instantly,”
a senior police official
told PTI.

Kumar’s 4-year old
daughter, however, es-
caped unhurt, he added.

‘Achieved ‘100 % success’
in ensuring peace’

Srinagar, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir
Police achieved “100 per
cent success” in ensuring
peace and stability in the
Valley in 2022 but
Pakistan-sponsored on-
line terrorism is a chal-
lenge now, a senior officer
said on Saturday.

Over two dozen boys
have been brought back to
the mainstream and all
but two chiefs and top
commanders of terror
outfits have been neu-
tralised, Additional
Director General of
Police, Kashmir, Vijay
Kumar said in a series of
tweets.

There were no hartals,
street violence, internet
shutdown, funeral proces-
sions of terrorists, glam-

orising of terrorists and
stone pelting incidents, es-
pecially at encounter sites,
and this benefitted all sec-
tions of society, he said.

“On L&O (law and
order) front, we have
achieved 100% success in
peace & stability. From
2897 cases of L&O inci-
dents in 2016 to 26 minor
cases in 2022. No civilian
lost life in firing while

handling L&O problems
in last more than 3 years,”
the ADGP said.

He said the security
forces made major gains
on the anti-terrorist oper-
ations front this year.

“All Chiefs & Top
Commanders of terror
outfits neutralised except
HM’s Chief Farooq Nalli
& LeT Commander Reyaz
Sethri and both would be
neutralised soon,” he
added.

Continuous action
against terror ecosystems
is going on, Kumar said.

The process of identify-
ing and taking cognizance
of each threat by register-
ing FIRs, making arrests
is going on. Properties
were attached in 49 terror-
related cases this year,
he said.

PLANTATION DRIVE

Religious leaders with Suvankar Sen (L), MD & CEO, Senco Gold & Diamonds and Joita
Sen (R), Director, Senco Gold & Diamonds plant saplings to spread peace and hope
during a nationwide plantation drive on the occasion of the New Year 2023, in Kolkata,
Saturday. 

GANGASAGAR PILGRIMS

Devotees on the way to Gangasagar Mela take rest, at Babughat in Kolkata, Saturday. 

BRIEF

Present  
ii New Delhi: Prime

Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday met
Air Marshal P V Iyer
(retd), who is in his 90s
and is a fitness enthu-
siast, and said his zest
for life is remarkable.
Iyer, an avid runner,
presented Modi with
his book ‘Fit At Any
Age: A Practitioner’s
Guide’.

Cancelled 
ii Dehradun: The

Uttarakhand
Subordinate Services
Selection Commission
has cancelled three re-
cruitment examina-
tions held in the state
in 2021 as irregulari-
ties had surfaced, ac-
cording to its chair-
man GS Martolia. The
three cancelled exami-
nations are the gradu-
ate-level recruitment
test held in May 2021
and those held for the
recruitment of forest
guards and secretariat
security guards held
in July 2021 and
September 2021 re-
spectively.

Strike 
ii Aligarh:

Administrative work
at the Aligarh Muslim
University remained
hamstrung on
Saturday as nearly
1,600 non-teaching em-
ployees carried on
their protest on
Saturday over the non-
payment of their
wages. The protest,
which was reported to
be peaceful, entered
its second day on
Saturday.

Promoted 
ii Bengaluru: The

Karnataka government
on Saturday effected a
major reshuffle in the
police department by
promoting 53 Indian
Police Service officers
and transferring many
of them. Director
General of Police
(Prisons), Dr Alok
Mohan has been trans-
ferred as the DGP
(Home Guards
Commandant General),
while Bengaluru Police
Commissioner C H
Pratap Reddy has been
promoted to the rank of
DGP.

Mishap
ii Banda: Two people died

when the motorcycle on
which they were travel-
ling was hit by an
unidentified vehicle in
Uttar Pradesh’s Banda
district, police said on
Saturday. The accident
occurred near Dingwahi
village under Kotwali po-
lice station area late on
Friday night. The de-
ceased were identified as
Shivam Gupta (23) and
Utkarsh Soni (24), they
said.

Arrested
ii Hyderabad: A man

who allegedly made
‘derogatory’ comments
on Lord Ayyappa which
triggered protests from
devotees, BJP and VHP
leaders in Telangana
was arrested on
Saturday, police said. B
Naresh was held at
Jangaon in the state,
they said.

Tourists gathered at the
Heritage Street on the
eve of New Year 2023, in
Amritsar, Saturday. ADGP Vijay Kumar

In Namakkal, relief
announced

Amit Shah

HC disapproves
deliberate filing

of meritless pleas

New Delhi, Dec 31
(PTI): The Delhi High
Court has disapproved of
the deliberate filing of
“meritless” pleas in pend-
ing civil cases, saying it
wastes precious judicial
time and prevents the
conclusion of the main
matter. Justice Chandra
Dhari Singh said until
the bar and the bench
come together to fix re-
sponsibility, the main
matters would continue
to linger on and never see
the light of the day.



LANDSLIDE

Rescuers work at the site of a landslide in Tsuruoka, Yamagata prefecture, north of
Tokyo Saturday, Dec. 31. A landslide swallowed about a dozen homes in northern
Japan Saturday.

NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

Fireworks explode over the Sydney Harbour Bridge during an early fireworks show ahead of New Year celebrations
in Sydney, Saturday, Dec 31.
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United Nations/Geneva, Dec 31 (PTI):

The World Health
Organization has again
urged China to regularly
share specific and real-
time data on the COVID-
19 situation in the coun-
try, amid a surge in coron-
avirus cases after Beijing
relaxed its strict “zero-
COVID” policy.

The global health
agency has asked Chinese
health officials to share
data on genetic sequenc-
ing, hospitalisations,
deaths and vaccinations.

A high-level meeting
took place between offi-
cials from WHO and
China on the current
surge in COVID-19 cases
to seek further informa-
tion on the situation, and

to offer WHO’s expertise
and further support, a
WHO statement said on
Friday.

“WHO again asked for
regular sharing of specif-
ic and real-time data on
the epidemiological situa-
tion including more ge-
netic sequencing data,
data on disease impact in-
cluding hospitalisations,
ICU admissions and
deaths and data on vacci-
nations delivered and vac-
cination status, especially
in vulnerable people and
those over 60 years old,” it
added.

WHO reiterated the im-
portance of vaccination
and booster doses to pro-
tect against severe dis-
ease and death for people
at higher risk.

WHO asks China to regularly
share data on COVID-19 situation

Larnaca (Cyprus), Dec 31 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
has lauded the role of
Indian peacekeepers
under the flag of the
United Nations as he visit-
ed a street here in Cyprus
named in memory of
General K S Thimayya.

Jaishankar is currently
on his first official visit to
Cyprus as India and this
Mediterranean country
celebrate 60 years of
diplomatic relations.

“So nice to see the
street in Larnaca named
after General K S
Thimayya. Indian
Peacekeepers serving
under the UN flag are ap-
preciated around the
world,” Jaishankar
tweeted on Friday along
with pictures.

Cyprus Foreign
Minister Ioannis
Kasoulides has also

praised and thanked
India’s substantive contri-
bution throughout the
years for its participation
in United Nations
Peacekeeping Force in
Cyprus (UNFICYP).

India is the second
largest contributor to UN
missions with 5,887 per-
sonnel.

Kasoulides made these
remarks during his meet-
ing with Jaishankar, who
is on his maiden trip to

Cyprus.
“I expressed my appre-

ciation for India’s sub-
stantive contribution
throughout the years

through its participation
in UNFICYP, with mili-
tary and police person-
nel,” Kasoulides said on
Thursday.

“Cyprus was very fortu-
nate to have 3 Indian
Commanders of the UN
Peacekeeping Mission in
Cyprus: General Gyani,
General (Kodendera
Subayya) Thimayya, who
served in Cyprus until his
passing in 1965 and
General Dewan Prem

Chand whose tireless ef-
forts during the Turkish
invasion to protect civil-
ians, evacuate foreign
diplomatic staff and safe-
guard the airport in
Nicosia, will never be for-
gotten,” he said. “Our is-
land, having one of the
longest standing UN
Peacekeeping missions
deployed on our territory,
we thank India for the
service and sacrifice of its
peacekeepers,” he said.

Jaishankar lauds role of Indian peacekeepers under UN

Beijing, Dec 31 (AP):

Chinese manufacturing
contracted for a third con-
secutive month in
December, in the biggest
drop since early 2020, as
the country battles a na-
tionwide COVID-19 surge
after suddenly easing anti-
epidemic measures.

A monthly purchasing
managers’ index declined
to 47.0 from 48.0 in
November, according to
data released from the
National Bureau of
Statistics on Saturday.
Numbers below 50 indi-
cate a contraction in activ-
ity. The contraction was
the biggest since February
2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic had just started.

The weakening comes
as China earlier this
month abruptly relaxed

COVID-19 restrictions
after years of attempts to
stamp out the virus. The
country of 1.4 billion is
now facing a nationwide
outbreak and authorities
have stopped publishing a
daily tally of COVID-19 in-
fections.

Several other sub-index-
es, including for large en-
terprises, production and
demand in the manufac-
turing market also
dropped compared to
November. “Some sur-
veyed companies reported
that due to the impact of
the epidemic, the logistics
and transportation man-
power was insufficient,
and delivery time had
been extended,” said Zhao
Qinghe, a senior econo-
mist at the statistics bu-
reau in a published analy-
sis of the December data.

Chinese manufacturing weakens
amid COVID-19 outbreak

Islamabad, Dec 31 (PTI):

Pakistan’s economic situ-
ation is facing “severe head-
winds” with inflation being
forecast to stay high be-
tween 21-23 per cent and the
cash-strapped country’s fis-
cal deficit widening by more
than 115 per cent in the first
four months (July-October)
of the current fiscal year.

Pakistan’s Ministry of
Finance (MoF) in its
Monthly Economic Update
and Outlook said that the
economic growth is likely to
remain below the budgeted
target in FY23 due to devas-
tation caused by floods, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

“This combination of low
growth, high inflation and
low levels of official foreign
exchange reserves are the
key challenges for policy-
makers,” alerted the MoF

on Friday.
According to the MoF re-

port, the overall fiscal
deficit stood at 1.5 per cent
of GDP (Rs1.266 trillion)
during July-October 2022-23
as compared to 0.9 per cent
of GDP (Rs 587 billion) last
year. The fiscal deteriora-
tion was because of higher
expenditure growth on the
back of higher markup pay-
ments while the govern-
ment is facing the unprece-
dented challenge of provid-
ing relief to people in flood-
hit areas. It said the average
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
in the first five months
(July-November) of FY23 re-
mained 25.1 per cent com-
pared to 9.3 per cent in the
same period last year. “It is
expected that CPI inflation
will remain in the range of
21-23 per cent,” it said.

The current account

posted a deficit of USD 3.1
billion for July-November
FY23 against a deficit of
USD 7.2 billion last year,
mainly due to an improve-
ment in the trade balance.

The current account
deficit (CAD) shrank to
USD 276 million in
November as against USD
569 million in October.

Talking about the indus-
trial sector, the MoF also
conceded downward
trends. Industrial activity,
measured by the large-scale
manufacturing (LSM)
index output, came in
somewhat lower than ex-
pected in October as the
sector was the most ex-
posed to external condi-
tions, the newspaper re-
ported.

The situation on the LSM
front has been attributed to
several factors.

Pakistan’s economy faces severe headwinds
with mounting deficits, high inflation

Islamabad, Dec 31 (PTI):

Pakistan’s strategic port
city of Gwadar which wit-
nessed five days of unre-
lenting anti-government
protests is slowly return-
ing to normalcy, according
to a media report on
Saturday.

Shops and business cen-
tres started reopening on
Friday and traffic was re-
stored between the port
city and Karachi as well as
other areas. Though
bazaars remained open in
different areas of Gwadar
town, the situation was
still tense and people pre-
ferred to stay at home, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed.

The Gwadar deputy
commissioner said in a
statement that life in the
port city and other areas of

the district was returning
to normal, with the coop-
eration of the people and
joint efforts of the govern-
ment and security forces,
who had taken steps to re-
solve the issue.

The commissioner’s of-
fice said shops and trading
and commercial centres
were re-opening and busi-
ness activities are being
restored in the port city,
adding that the govern-
ment was taking steps to
protect the life and propri-
ety of the people.

The statement claimed
that the people of Gwadar
have rejected the anti-de-
velopment stance of the el-
ements who wanted to sab-
otage the government’s ef-
forts for the development
of Gwadar with the help of
China. No sit-in or protest
was reported in Gwadar

and other areas, including
two coastal towns of Pansi
and Ormara, as the
Balochistan government
had imposed Section 144 of
the Criminal Procedure
Code in the district for one
month, banning all kinds
of processions, protest ral-
lies, sit-ins and gathering
of more than five persons.

There were reports
about the arrest of
Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman, the chief of Haq
Do Tehreek (HDT) who
was leading the protests,
but officials denied such
reports.

The protesters were de-
manding basic rights like
water, electricity and jobs.
Internet and other com-
munication services could
not be restored in Gwadar
despite the passage of five
days.

Normalcy returns to Pakistan’s
Gwadar area after clashes

London, Dec 31 (PTI):

Rishi Sunak struck a
cautious note with his first
New Year message as
British Prime Minister on
Saturday as he warned
that the UK’s problems
won’t go away in 2023, at
the end of a “tough” 12
months.

The 42-year-old Indian-
origin leader, who took
charge as the UK’s Prime
Minister towards the end
of October following tur-
moil within the ruling
Conservative Party, re-
called his inaugural ad-
dress on the steps of 10
Downing Street to reiter-
ate his promise to work
“relentlessly” on the
things that matter.

“I’m not going to pre-
tend that all our problems
will go away in the New
Year,” said Sunak.

“But 2023 will give us
the opportunity to show-
case the very best of

Britain on the world stage
defending freedom and
democracy wherever we
find it under threat,” he
said.

He highlighted the “bar-
baric” war in Ukraine as
one of the dominating
challenges ahead.

“Just as we recovered
from an unprecedented
global pandemic, Russia
launched a barbaric and il-
legal invasion across
Ukraine,” he said in the
video message.

“This has had a pro-
found economic impact
around the world, which
the UK is not immune to.
Now, I know many of you

have felt that impact at
home. That’s why this gov-
ernment has taken diffi-
cult but fair decisions to
get borrowing and debt
under control. And it’s be-
cause of those decisions
that we’ve been able to
help the most vulnerable
with the rising cost of en-
ergy bills,” he said.

In his New Year mes-
sage, Sunak went on to
promise that the “very
best of Britain” will be on
display in the coming
months as he pledged con-
tinuing support for
Ukraine and pitched King
Charles III’s coronation on
May 6 as a unifying force
for the country.

“Three months ago, I
stood at the steps of
Downing Street and prom-
ised I would work relent-
lessly on the things that
matter most to you. Since
then, this government has
taken decisive action to
back our NHS [National

Health Service] with
record resources to tackle
the backlogs more fund-
ing, more doctors, and
more nurses. We’re also
tackling illegal migration
and stopping criminals
from abusing our asylum
system,” he said.

The Opposition Labour
Party leader, Sir Keir
Starmer, used his New
Year message to also ac-
knowledge it had been a
“very tough year” and said
the UK “needs to change”
its way of doing politics.

“For Britain to become a
fairer, greener, more dy-
namic country we need a
completely new way of
doing politics. After every-
thing we’ve been through
together, that’s what
Britain deserves,” he said.

Liberal Democrat leader
Sir Ed Davey also pointed
to the “tough” times of
2022 but said the New Year
is an “opportunity to turn
the page and look ahead”.

UK’s problems won’t go away in
2023, warns PM Rishi Sunak

T he AK Antony panel
constituted by Sonia

Gandhi to look into the 2014
Congress debacle blamed
BJP’s Hindu communalism
for the Congress defeat and
concluded that Hindu votes
mattered to win elections.
Regardless, the Congress lost
in 2019. Now, after eight and a
half years, AK Antony has
come out of semi-retirement
and reiterated that along with
Muslim votes, Hindu votes
also mattered if the Congress
wanted to “defeat Modi”.
Then, in 2014, the ‘Antony
Report’ was consigned to the
cold storage and not heard of
again. Now, perhaps, the
Gandhi family will listen for
several reasons. One, Hindu
consolidation should not
favour the BJP alone. Two,
the Congress should stop
looking at Hindu votes consol-
idation as communal. Three,
if Muslim votes can consoli-
date and not be communal,
why should not the same
apply to Hindu votes?

Four, bigotry should not
have different meanings for
different sets of people. Five,
this is a new India with a
large proportion of the elec-
torate who are Hindus, who
look at appeasement as dis-

criminatory. The Congress
has to correct its skewed per-
ception on the majority and
minority. All traces of blatant
appeasement should go out
the window. Last, Modi’s con-
cept of ‘sabka saath, sabka
vikas’ has to be countered
with an equally all-encom-
passing, effective and inclu-
sive slogan. The Congress
cannot look at Muslim votes
in isolation and continue to
profit electorally. The
Congress is not Bollywood,
which makes films keeping in
mind the Muslim majority of
Pakistan, and which worked
for “I’m Khan and Bhajrangi
Bhaijaan” for as long as there
weren’t the streaks of nation-
alism, and jingoism.

Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra has changed per-
ceptions to some extent, but
the dividends from the yatra
cannot be squandered.
Samajwadi Akhilesh Yadav’s
refusal to join the BJY is
proof that the yatra has rat-
tled not just the BJP, but has
also upset the other political
adversaries of the Congress.
The Bharat Jodo Yatra ap-
pears to be on the right path.
But the reality is as long as
there are other minority-ap-
peasement parties, the
Congress will be reduced to
scrounging for shavings of
the minority votes. As the
party approaches 2024, there’s
a need for another period of
soul-searching.

The party should look at
the Antony panacea with a
fresh pair of eyes. The
Hindutva-wielding BJP
should be wounded where it
hurts it most…its Hindu vote-
bank. The semi-retired but
still powerful voice of AK

Antony makes sense to a lot of
Hindus, who do not want to
waste their votes on ineffec-
tive regional parties. The
Antony panel report should
be pulled out and circulated.
It must become essential
reading for all Congress
units. Apparently, it is hard to
find a copy of the report. The
majority of Congress leaders
had to be reminded of it after
Antony spoke again that
Hindu votes mattered. And
that includes the current lot
of Congress spokespersons.

Which brings us to Rahul
Gandhi’s diatribe at the Red
Fort that the media was
bought and paid for after
Narendra Modi became
Prime Minister. The fact is,
the Congress decision to boy-
cott news television channels
for their open BJP bias gave
to the BJP open sesame
footage to air its views at the
cost of the Congress. That la-
cunae worked for the benefit
of the BJP, which took full ad-
vantage of the absence of au-
thorized Congress spokesper-
sons. The plethora of
YouTube channels that came
to the rescue just could not
outshout the combined noise
of the so-called ‘Godi media’.

This self-created void has
now made it difficult for the
Congress to take forward AK
Antony’s ‘Hindu votes matter’
strategy. Even before the
words were out of Antony’s
mouth, a storm of criticism
was let loose on the media
questioning the Congress for
taking “Muslim votes for
granted” for decades, and
now deciding to play “vote-
bank politics with Hindu
votes”. Examples of the nu-
merous times the Congress

“mistreated Hindus” for elec-
toral purposes are being pa-
raded on TV screens; in-
stances of which Congress
leader invented ‘Hindu ter-
ror’, and which one spoke of
‘Hindu Pakistan’? And, didn’t
a top Congress leader equate
“Hindutva” with Boko Haram
and ISIS? Also, did not Dr.
Manmohan Singh say that
Muslims had the first right on
the nation’s resources?

The question is, should the
Congress be deterred, dis-
couraged or should the
Congress go ahead and start a
dialogue with the Hindu elec-
torate, even at the expense of
the Muslim minority? The
Congress cites its victory in
Himachal Pradesh, where 95
percent of the population is
Hindu, and 65 percent of that
upper caste Hindus, to refute
the argument that the Hindus
will not ever again align be-
hind the Congress. The fact is,
Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ after it left behind
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana had taken on
an increasingly ‘Hindu aura’
about it, and pictures of
Rahul Gandhi prostrating be-
fore Hindu gods and goddess-
es were all over the media.
And with his well-advertised
beard, Rahul Gandhi did look
like the “tapasvi” he had be-
come over 2800 kilometres
and 100-odd days on the road.
Today, after nearly 10 years in
the woods, the Congress can-
not fight on the plank of
“communalism versus secu-
larism”. It is not being “pro-
minority” that has hurt the
Congress as much as the per-
ception that the Congress is
openly “anti-majority”.
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RIP Pele
World’s most popular and

beautiful game football’s emper-
or Edson Arantes do Nascimento
alias Pele (82) is no more. I was
a lucky one and saw him play at
Eden Garden on 24th September
1977 against the PK Banerjee-
coached Mohun Bagan not only
stopped the 'King of Football'
from scoring a goal, but almost
won 2-1 before a controversial
penalty made it a 2-2 draw
against the star-studded New
York Cosmos. But who forget
the penalty saver specialist
Shivaji Banerjee picking the ball
off the foot of the football em-
peror Pele. Brazil’s joint all-time
scorer won three World Cups as
a player, in 1958, 1962 and 1970,
over a 14-year international ca-
reer that included 77 goals in 92
appearances for his country.
Nicknamed “the Black Pearl”
and “the King”, Pelé was one of
only three players to have
scored in four World Cups. In
1,363 games, he scored 1,281
goals, at the time of his retire-
ment in 1977 more than twice as
many as his nearest challenger.
An inspiration for so many mil-
lions, a reference of yesterday,
today, always, Pele once said "I
was born to play football, just
like Beethoven was born to write
music and Michelangelo was
born to paint," was not any ex-
aggeration. How do we even
compare Diego Maradona,
Bobby Moore or Lionel Messi
with Pele. For me, Pele just
stands tall. Yes, Root, Messi or
Maradona are greats in their
own right, but Pele made soccer
what it is today. Any debate
today as to who was/is the best
ever, only serves to demean the
man, he was simply a footballing
gentleman, a great, great player
with an elegance that has rarely
been copied or bettered and he
became one of the first global
icons of the 20th century. RIP
Pele, for many of my generation
this is one of our saddest days
but thanks for all the memories
there were many and unforget-
table.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Step up surveillance
Apropos of ‘Drone incursions’;

the manifold jump in drone in-
cursions, especially in Punjab, is
a matter of concern for all and
more so for the security estab-
lishment. Punjab accounts for 84
per cent of the total drone activ-
ities reported along the entire
western border this year. The
smuggling of arms, ammunition,
narcotics and fake currency
close to the international border
in Punjab is not possible without
state support and patronage
from across the border and tacit
complicity of anti-nationals and
drug peddlers on our side. The
shooting down of drones speaks
volume of the alertness of BSF.
Against a desperate adversary
like Pakistan, relentless vigil and
prompt counter-action well sup-
ported by technology is required
for effective border manage-
ment. Identifying, isolating and
decimating the anti-social net-
work and modules on our side of
the border should get equal at-
tention.

GGpp  CCaapptt  JJSS  BBooppaarraaii  
((RReettdd)),,  BBhhaaddssaallii
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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10th Flower Show in Ahmedabad, Saturday, Dec. 31.

FLOWER SHOW

I ndia's image of being a pharmacy to the world is-
getting dented, and quite frequently at that. After

Maiden Pharmaceutical Company was accused by
Gambia for the deaths of 70 children due to the con-
sumption of its contaminated syrups which caused kid-
ney failure, Uzbekistan has raised the red flag against
another Indian drug manufacturer Marion Biotech
whose syrup Doc-1 Max had allegedly caused the death
of 18 kids. Like Maiden’s cough syrup, Marion’s Doc-1
Max was also found to be contaminated with ethylene
glycol which is an illegal,  toxic  adulterant used  by
drug manufacturers to cut down the cost of their prod-
uct. Any action against the two companies can be initiat-
ed only after the completion of a proper investigation
despite the toxic adulterant used in cough syrups. It is
surprising that the Drug Controller of  India does not
have strict and effective regulations to keep in check lib-
eral use of ethylene glycol. While the government awaits
clinical details from Gambia, in Uzbekistan the syrup
was  administered  without  a  doctor’s prescription and
the dose also was more than the prescribed limit. The
manufacturing of Marion Biotech's Dok-1Max has
stopped  "for now" as the Central Drugs Standard
Control  Organisation began a probe in connection  with
the  death  of  18  children  in Uzbekistan allegedly linked
to the cough syrup. Union Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya said further  action  would  be  taken  based
on  the inspection of  the pharma company, under a
cloud after the Uzbekistan health ministry's allegation
that the children died after consuming Dok-1 Max. 

Marion Biotech does not sell Dok-1 Max in India and its
only export has been to Uzbekistan, an Uttar Pradesh
government official said as inspection began at the com-
pany office in Noida on the outskirts of the national capi-
tal. Samples of the cough   syrup   have   been   taken
from   the manufacturing premises in Noida and sent to
the Regional Drugs Testing Laboratory (RDTL) in
Chandigarh for testing. The CDSCOl has been in regular
contact with the national drug regulator of Uzbekistan
regarding the matter since December 27. The Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said India is in touch with the
Uzbek authorities and has sought details of  their investi-
gation into the matter. MEA spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi also said consular assistance is being provided to
some linked to the company who are facing legal action
there. Before Uzbekistan's claims, there were reports
linking the deaths of 70 children in Gambia to cough
syrups manufactured by Haryana-based Maiden
Pharmaceuticals  earlier  this  year. According to the
Uzbek ministry, the chemical ethylene glycol was found
in a batch of Dok-1 Maxsyrup during laboratory tests.
The Drugs Controller General of India claimed the WHO
drew a premature link. The DCGI has sought more infor-
mation from the Uzbek regulator regarding the latest al-
legation which had a political fallout back home. The
Congress asked the government to stop boasting about
India being a pharmacy to the world and take strictest
action, while the ruling BJP accused it of deriding India in
its "hate" for Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Dr Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

T he beginning of a new year is an occasion that is
eagerly awaited since it brings with it new hopes

and is all about looking forward to the promise of a new
year and a fresh start. Everyone would agree that this
New Year is special since it would be observed without
any restrictions imposed by Covid. Communities and
countries all around the world celebrate the start of the
New Year with a variety of festivities and splendor based
on their own customs. Every country in the globe has its
own rituals for ringing in the new year. This list of New
Year's Day traditions includes anything from eating 12
grapes in Spain to watching the ball drop in New
York.Greeks place an onion on their doors to mark the be-
ginning of the new year.Onions are a symbol of growth,
rebirth, and fertility.In Japan, a warm bowl of soba noo-
dles is traditionally consumed to welcome the new year.
Traditionally, New Year’s Eve in France kicks off with a
glass of champagne and foie gras; each region also has
its local specialties. Canadians continue to begin the new
year with their preferred winter activity, ice fishing, de-
spite the freezing temperatures. India celebrates the
Gregorian New Year on January 1 together with the rest
of the world with a lot of hope for a new beginning and
fresh ambitions. The country takes pleasure in its joyous
New Year celebrations, which are full of traditions, activi-
ties, and food. In every region of India, people wear vi-
brant clothing and participate in entertaining activities
like singing, playing games, dancing, and going to par-
ties. There are people of all ages in nightclubs, movie
theatres, hotels, restaurants, and theme parks. The en-
joyable event is regarded as a fantastic opportunity to re-
connect with old friends and family members. The pur-
pose is to bid farewell to the previous year and welcome
the new one in the hopes that it will usher in an abun-
dance of joy and happiness in everyone's lives.Since we
live in a global community, let's keep the New Year's res-
olution of working for our neighbors' well-being by re-
membering that we are all one, accepting everyone and
not making any distinctions.

New Year celebrations

Another pharmaceutical
selling ‘killer’ syrup

Even after eight years, Congress brand 
of secularism has no definite shape

Kajal Chatterjee

R ight from the moment of
commencement of a New

Year, deafening crackers reverber-
ate across the midnight sky ren-
dering horror in the vulnerable
hearts of infant, children, senior
citizens, sick and the animal world.
The party continues on the streets,
bars, night clubs with utmost
hooliganism. With the arrival of
dawn, picnic parties start their
journey towards various destina-
tions playing music in decibels
much more than permissible limit.

A “majestic” start of the New
Year indeed! However this frenzied
activity neither requires any con-
crete effort nor serves any real
purpose. People with loads of
money and time to waste can easi-
ly do it. Moreover do the New Year
revellers ever wonder a bit about
the feeling of the unfortunate
souls who lose their near and dear
ones on that date or have to attend
any critical relative in Hospitals?
Less said about the plight of the
unprivileged hearts the better who

have to deal with acute hunger
and injustice year after year. The
arrival of a New Year does not put
any balm on their starved stom-
achs or uplift them from their utter
helpless situation.

The revellers absolutely miss
the actual relevance of a new cal-
endar. This is the right juncture to
clean up their souls and engage
themselves in a bit of introspec-
tion. Barring few enlightened ex-
ceptional persons, lot of shortcom-
ings and deficiencies invade our
characters. Moreover sky has no
limit. So there lies lot of scope for
improvement to bring within our
personalities. Instead of accusing
others, why don’t we stand in front
of the mirror embedded in our
conscience and make a compre-
hensive list of our sins and wrong
acts? We should make a resolution
to lead our lives in a healthy man-
ner not only in terms of hygiene or
official duties; but also in matters
concerning relations with family
members, neighbours, colleagues
and the society as a whole? Is it
too much a task? Yes, partying and

shouting are no doubt easier, but
we can do it throughout the year!
If we continue to engage ourselves
in such acts in New Year also,
where will the special significance
of the red-letter day lie? A mere
change of date and calendar only.
And another pretext to party hard-
er?

Unless we refresh our souls and
take sincere vow to bring a real
change in our personalities and so-
ciety, the New Year will never
achieve its real significance.

Also it also needs to be asked
would just mere utterance of
"Happy New Year" ensure happi-
ness from the very first dawn of
the change of the calendar! Rather
we should all go all-out to make
the New Year and the society
happy by undertaking concrete
steps. Not only should we try to
have a good care of the person in
ourselves and remain true to our
respective professions delivering
our honest best; but also provide
justice to our conscience --- if our
wish of a Happy New Year is in-
deed serious enough.

Just because "I am safe" or
"not affected" does not mean that
I would remain indifferent to the
tragedy of hundreds who passed
away prematurely in bank queues
while trying to deposit or with-
draw their own money or vulnera-
bility of the millions of wage-earn-
ers who lost their jobs on the wake
of demonetisation! How many of
us feel the inconsolable pain of the
lakhs who have passed away due
to Covid or that of the family of the
hundreds of poorest of poor who
had passed away in hungriest of
condition upon highways and rail-
way tracks while forced to indulge
in "Long March" thanks to instant
lockdown without notice or the
suffering of the millions who have
lost their likelihood on the after ef-
fects of lockdown!  Far from trying
to feel their plight,  general Indians
promptly joined the rhetoric of
banging plates and lighting torch-
es!  Can a mere piece of document
(as in the process of NRC) be al-
lowed higher place in society by
overriding the highest truth of hu-
manity! If "No", then how can we

afford to remain indifferent to in-
numerable persons already lan-
guishing in jails just because they
could not produce certain docu-
ments and lakhs of others are set
to move in detention centres. Or
take the case of Rohingyas.  Why
can't we see  our own children on
the faces of the Rohingya children
who are witnessing hell under the
God's sky along with their kith and
kin! Why can't we realise that had
destiny played its cards otherwise,
ourselves could also have taken
birth as Rohingyas. No wonder
why enlightened persons like
Rabindranath Tagore had repeat-
edly asserted humanity to be
much greater than nationalism.

Real happiness can be achieved
in the society only when we will try
to feel a bit of sympathy and em-
pathy in our souls for our fellow
human beings. This will obviously
lead to protest against injustice
torture which will also put to end
of such ills thereby leading to a
truly Happy society where all days
appear new enriching and worth
living for. 

LET 2023 BE THE YEAR OF EMPATHY
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SUSHIL KUTTY



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY, JANUARY  01,  2023

BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: G Kamala
Vardhana Rao has
taken over the charge
as the CEO of food
regulator FSSAI.
According to a state-
ment, Rao, an IAS offi-
cer, took charge as the
Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of the
Food Safety and
Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) on
Thursday. In a
Personnel Ministry
order on December 26,
Rao was named CEO
of FSSAI. The FSSAI
is a statutory body es-
tablished under the
Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare.

Wheat exports
New Delhi: Wheat
exports rose 29.29 per
cent to USD 1.50 bil-
lion during April-
November this fiscal
from USD 1.17 billion
in the same period the
previous year, the
commerce ministry
said on Friday.
Though the govern-
ment banned wheat
exports in May, some
shipments are allowed
to meet the food secu-
rity needs of the coun-
tries that request it.
The ministry said that
Basmati rice exports
too increased by 39.26
per cent to USD 2.87
billion during April-
November 2022, while
that of non-basmati
rice registered a
growth of 5 per to
USD 4.2 billion in the
same period.

Electric scooter

New Delhi: Hero
MotoCorp  said it has
commenced customer
deliveries of its first
electric scooter VIDA
V1. The first electric
vehicle of the brand
was delivered in
Bengaluru. Deliveries
in Jaipur and Delhi
will follow, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
“Our vision with
VIDA is to establish
future oriented mobil-
ity trends that will
benefit the customers
as well as the planet.
With the commence-
ment of customer de-
liveries, we are begin-
ning to realise our vi-
sion,” Hero MotoCorp
Chairman and CEO
Pawan Munjal said.

Interest rate 
Chennai: Non-bank-
ing finance company
Sundaram Finance
would revise interest
rate on its term de-
posits with effect from
January 1, the city-
based firm said on
Saturday. Accordingly,
the rate on 12-month
deposit would be in-
creased to 7.20 per
cent, 7.50 per cent for
a tenure of 24 months
and for 36 months it
would be 7.50 per cent.
For senior citizens,
the rate of interest
would be 7.70 per cent
for 12-month deposits,
8 per cent for 24 and 36
months, the city-
based Sundaram
Finance said in a
statement here.

NEW YEAR CELEBRATIONS

Fireworks explode over Sky Tower in central Auckland as New Year celebrations begin in New Zealand,
Sunday, Jan. 1,

Kolkata, Dec 31: 

Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said
India can be among the top
ten countries in the global
ranking of maritime mer-
chandise trade with giant
strides taken by the gov-
ernment for modernisa-
tion and capacity building
in the sector. Sonowal, the
minister for ports, ship-
ping and waterways, said
the Centre is carrying out
development in a sustain-
able way to meet the 2070
net zero emission target.
“With the massive mod-
ernisation and develop-
ment taking place, we can
be among the top 10 coun-
tries in the maritime mer-
chandise trade,” Sonowal
said at the 121st annual
general meeting of the
Merchants’ Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
here.

He did not mention any
timeline for achieving the
milestone. Currently,
India’s ranking in the mar-
itime trade volume is 18,

according to reports. The
minister stated that proj-
ects like ‘Sagarmala’ and
‘PM Gati Shakti’ are “de-
livering results and will
bring sea change after
rolling out of all the pro-
grammes in the next few
years”. “In 2014, our cargo
handling capacity in ports
was 800 million tonne and
in 2022, it is 1,600 million
tonne,” the minister said.
In the inland waterways,
the cargo handling has
now grown to 109 million
tonne from a mere 16 mil-
lion tonne capacity in 2014,
he said. Sonowal also said
that an MoU was signed

involving Paradip, Kandla,
Tuticorin ports and
Cochin shipyard to
achieve sustainable goals.
The minister had recently
announced India’s first
National Centre of
Excellence for Green Port
& Shipping. The centre
aims at developing a regu-
latory framework and a
roadmap for alternative
technology adoption for
“green shipping” to foster
carbon neutrality. The
minister also stated that a
river cruise covering a dis-
tance of 3,200 km from
Varanasi will commence
in January and end in
Assam’s Dibrugarh.
Sonowal, who also holds
the portfolio of the Ayush
ministry, stated that the
market for Ayush has
grown to Rs 1.6 lakh crore
in the last eight years with
support from the Centre.
The Ministry of Ayush
has focused on education
and research in ayurveda,
yoga and naturopathy,
unani, siddha, and ho-
moeopathy.

India can be among top 10
countries in global maritime

trade ranking: Sonowal

New Delhi, Dec 31:  

Retail inflation for in-
dustrial workers eased to
5.41 per cent in November
compared to 6.08 per cent
in October this year main-
ly due lower prices of cer-
tain food items. “Year-on-
year inflation for the
month stood at 5.41 per
cent compared to 6.08 per
cent for the previous
month (October 2022) and
4.84 per cent during the
corresponding month
(November 2021) a year be-
fore,” a Labour Bureau
statement said. Food infla-
tion stood at 4.30 per cent
in November 2022 against
6.52 per cent of the previ-
ous month (October 2022)
and 3.40 per cent during

the corresponding month
(November 2021) a year
ago. The All-India CPI-IW
(Consumer Price Index-
Industrial Workers for
November, 2022 remained
stationary at 132.5 points
compared to October 2022.
The maximum upward

pressure in current index
came from Miscellaneous
group contributing 0.21
percentage points to the
total change. At item level,
wheat, wheat atta, buffalo
milk, cow milk, dairy
milk, eggs hen, sunflower
oil, onion, chillies dry,

cooked meal, doctar’s/sur-
gon’s fee, hospital/nursing
home charges and bus fare
etc. are responsible for the
rise in index. However, it
stated that this increase
was largely checked by
apple, banana, orange,
brinjal, cabbage, carrot,
cauliflower, cucumber,
gourd, lady finger and
tomato etc. putting down-
ward pressure on the
index. At centre level,
Korba recorded a maxi-
mum increase of 4.4
points followed by
Chhindwara with 3.0
points. Among others, 2
centres recorded increase
between 2 to 2.9 points, 8
centres between 1 to 1.9
points and 29 centres be-
tween 0.1 to 0.9 points.

Retail inflation for industrial 
workers eases to 5.41pc in November

Mumbai, Dec 31:  

Artificial Intelligence
(AI) and Machine
Learning (ML) driven
tools for data analysis and
information creation will
be integral part of Reserve
Bank’s Medium-term
Strategy Framework
Utkarsh 2.0’ for the period
2023-2025 launched on
Friday by Governor
Shaktikanta Das. The first
strategy framework
(Utkarsh 2022) covering
the period 2019-2022 was
launched in July 2019. It
became a medium-term
strategy document guid-
ing the Bank’s progress to-
wards realisation of the
identified milestones.
Against the backdrop of a
challenging global and do-

mestic environment,
Utkarsh 2.0 commences
from 2023, when India as-
sumes the G-20 Presidency,
the RBI said.

“With India’s G-20 presi-
dency during the period of
Utkarsh 2.0, it confers a
unique opportunity to
showcase our accomplish-
ments in the realm of digi-
tal payments and strive to-

wards broad basing of ac-
ceptance of the Indian
Rupee in bilateral and
multilateral trade,” the
document said. Utkarsh
2.0 harnesses the
strengths of Utkarsh 2022
by retaining the six Vision
statements as well as Core
Purpose, Values, and
Mission statement, the
RBI said, and added that
collectively, they create a
strategic guiding path,” it
said. The Vision in
Utkarsh 2.0 that will guide
the Reserve Bank of India
over the period 2023-25 in-
clude, ‘Excellence in per-
formance of its functions’;
Strengthened trust of citi-
zens and Institutions in
the RBI; and Enhanced rel-
evance and significance in
national and global roles.

RBI to extensively use AI, 
MI driven tools for data analysis

Nicosia, Dec 31: 

External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar
here on Friday said India
is on the path of becom-
ing a manufacturing hub
for the global community
and intended to become a
5 trillion economy by
2025. Addressing a busi-
ness event organised by
the High Commission of
India in Cyprus,
Jaishankar said New
Delhi and Nicosia had a
lot of potentials to in-
crease the bilateral trade
between the two coun-
tries.

Jaishankar who is on a
three-day visit to Cyprus,
while addressing the
business event said India
and Cyprus last year had

bilateral trade of about
USD 214 million dollars
and were confident to
reach the last year’s fig-
ure much earlier this
year. The minister, who is
here to celebrate the 60
years of bilateral rela-
tions between India and
Cyprus, said technology
and infrastructure
progress made in the last
few years created an ap-
petite for world invest-
ment in India. He said
India and Cyprus had an
active institutional mech-
anism in Economic coop-
eration. The minister
stressed that Cyprus is
the 10th largest investor
in India with an accumu-
lative investment of USD
12 billion during the last
20 years. India exported

pharmaceutical products
such as hydroxychloro-
quine and paracetamol,
iron, steel, ceramic prod-
ucts, and electrical ma-
chinery to Cyprus during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
“As we look at the basket
of trade, clearly there is
the potential to explore
more as India gets promi-
nent in the global econo-
my. India’s trade policies
and reform are competi-
tive in the global commu-
nity. The country has
emerged as one of the
strong destinations for
FDI,” Jaishankar said.
“India has a strategy to
position itself as a much
greater trader, manufac-
turer, and strong service
provide after the pandem-
ic,” he said.

Jaishankar in Cyprus pitches for India becoming
manufacturing hub; 5 trillion economy by 2025

New Delhi, Dec 31:  

Adani group on Friday
gained full control of news
broadcaster NDTV after it
acquired most of founders
Prannoy Roy and Radhika
Roy’s stake at a premium
of almost 17 per cent over
the rate it paid to minority
shareholders of the firm.
Adani group now holds
64.71 per cent of New
Delhi Television Ltd
(NDTV), according to a
regulatory filing. The
group run by Asia’s rich-
est man Gautam Adani
used RRPR Holdings
Private Limited, a compa-
ny that was founded by the
Roys and bear their ini-
tials in its name, to buy
27.26 per cent shares from

Prannoy Roy and Radhika
Roy at a price of Rs 342.65
per share, it said. The
price paid to Roys, which
translates into Rs 602
crore, is almost 17 per cent
premium to Rs 294 a share
Adani Group had offered
in an open offer to minori-
ty shareholders after tak-
ing control of RRPR
Holdings. Shares of NDTV
closed at Rs 345.60 apiece
on the BSE. Issuing a state-
ment, Adani group said
subsequent to change in
control, the Board of
NDTV has been further
strengthened with the ap-
pointment of two more
members - Sunil Kumar
(fromer IAS officer) and
Aman Kumar Singh (for-
mer civil servant).

Adani group takes control of
NDTV, buys promoters stake at 17 pc 

premium to open offer price
New Delhi, Dec 31: 

The government’s fiscal
deficit in end-November
touched 59 per cent of the
full year Budget Estimate
on increased capital ex-
penditure and slow
growth in non-tax rev-
enue, according to
Finance Ministry data re-
leased on Friday. In actual
terms, the fiscal deficit,
which is the difference be-
tween expenditure and
revenue, was Rs 9.78 lakh
crore during the April-
November period of 2022-
23. In the corresponding
period last year, the deficit
was 46.2 per cent of the
Budget Estimates of 2021-
22. The government has
budgeted fiscal deficit to
be Rs 16.61 lakh crore or

6.4 per cent of the GDP in
the current year ending
March 2023. The deficit is
funded by market borrow-
ings. As per the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA) data, the net tax
revenue at Rs 12.24 lakh
crore was 63.3 per cent of
BE 2022-23. During the cor-
responding period of 2021-
22, the net tax revenue was
73.5 per cent of that year’s
BE.

Non-tax revenue was at
Rs 1.98 lakh crore or 73.5
per cent of BE. In the last
fiscal, the collection was
91.8 per cent of BE. The
central government’s total
expenditure during April-
November works out to be
61.9 per cent of BE 2022-23,
higher than 59.6 per cent of
BE in the year-ago period.

Centre’s fiscal deficit touches 59%
of full-year target in Nov-end

New Delhi, Dec 31: 

In a historic milestone
that underscores India’s
commitment to counter
the menace of
Tuberculosis, IndianOil
(Indian Oil Corporation
Limited) signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Central TB Division
(CTD) under the Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare (MoH&FW), and
the states of Uttar Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh to un-
dertake intensified TB
elimination project. The
MoU bolsters Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi’s
vision to end Tuberculosis
in India by 2025, five years
ahead of the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG).

The agreement was
inked in the presence of
the Union Minister of

Petroleum & Natural Gas
and Housing & Urban
Affairs, Mr Hardeep Singh
Puri and the Union
Minister of Health and
Family Welfare Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya. On
behalf of IndianOil, Mr
Ranjan Kumar Mohapatra,
Director (HR), signed the
MoU with Mr Vishal
Chauhan, Joint Secretary
(Policy), MoH&FW, Dr
Dharmendra Gahwai,
State TB Officer,
Chhattisgarh and Dr
Shailendra Bhatnagar,
State TB Officer, Uttar

Pradesh. Speaking on the
occasion, Union Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said,
“I compliment IndianOil
and its top leadership for
not just taking the proac-
tive initiative of signing
this milestone MoU to
fight Tuberculosis but
bringing it to the point of
concrete implementation.”
Union Minister of Health
and Family Welfare Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya ap-
plauded IndianOil and
both the states for their col-
lective efforts to strength-
en the Prime Minister’s

mission to eliminate TB by
2025 and said, “Public part-
nerships and a holistic ap-
proach will be crucial to
steer initiatives like TB
eradication.

Earlier, welcoming the
dignitaries, Mr Ranjan
Kumar Mohapatra,
Director (HR) IndianOil,
remarked, “IndianOil, as
India’s largest Energy
PSE, has always been
going beyond business pri-
orities to align with na-
tional commitments. Our
resolve to strengthen na-
tional health infrastruc-
ture was at the forefront
during the most ravaging
phases of the COVID pan-
demic when you will recall
how IndianOil realigned
its business resources to
shore up the medical oxy-
gen support and enhance
Covid-care infrastructure
in the nation.”.

IndianOil embarks on Intensified TB Elimination Project 

Mumbai, Dec 31: On
16thDecember 2022,AU
Small Finance Bank,
India’s leading small fi-
nance bank, and HDFC
Life, one of India’s leading
life insurers, entered into a
corporate agency arrange-
ment for soliciting insur-
ance plans of HDFC Life
through the bancassur-
ancebusiness model. This
partnership would enable

diverse customers of AU
Small Finance Bank to ac-
cess the entire range of life
insurance products offered
by HDFC Life, thus fulfill-
ing their need for financial
protection.

Thesaid arrangement
will aim to further enrich
the Bank’s life insurance
offering by enabling its
customers to access the
digital platform and the

touch points of HDFC Life
for servicing.

With its legacy of 27
years, AU Small Finance
Bank (AU SFB) has built
nuanced understanding of
customers in the rural and
semi-urban markets and
has built products and
services tailored to the
needs of these segments.

Speaking on the partner-
ship,Vibha Padalkar –
Managing Director &
Chief Executive Officer,
HDFC Life, said,“Life in-
surance is necessary for
every individual with re-
sponsibilities. We at HDFC
Life work with a clear ob-
jective of financially secur-
ing the Indian population.
Our distribution network
has been growing with
time, as we build newer,
long-lasting partnerships.

AU Small Finance Bank and HDFC
Life announce Bancassurance tie-up

B ollywood actress
Tara Sutaria has

wrapped up shooting for
her upcoming thriller ti-
tled 'Apurva', which also
stars Dhairya Karwah.

The official Instagram
page of the production
house Cine1Studios
shared a picture from the
film's set and captioned it:
"Teamwork is the best
work. Ending 2022 on a
high note as we wrap our
film #Apurva."

Directed by Nikhil
Nagesh Bhat, the film
will showcase the grip-
ping story of a girl
who survives a dan-
gerous night using
her wits and
strength in this

high-stakes game of
life and

death.'Apurva' is an
e d g e - o f - t h e - s e a t

thriller and will see
Tara Sutaria in an avatar

never seen before, based
on a story that will keep
audiences hooked right to
the very end. Along with
Tara Sutaria the film also
stars Abhishek Banerjee
and Rajpal Yadav in piv-
otal roles. Apurva is pro-
duced by Star Studios
and Murad Khetani-
Cine1 Studios, and is di-
rected by Nikhil Nagesh
Bhat.

ACROSS

1. Transmits

6. Spoiled child

10. Mister (Ger.)

14. Shoe spike

15. Existence

16. Famed canal

17. Breathing

18. Take turns

20. Broadcast

22. Loafer ornament

23. Fury

24. Each

25. Curvy turn

26. Sound system

30. Fathered

32. Horseback game

33. Wine valley

35. Certain protest (hyph.)

39. Parcel out

41. Frying ____

42. Succinct

43. Cut roughly

44. Ruckus

46. Brisk wind

47. Locomotive

49. Las Vegas bride, often

51. Family animal

54. Building wing

55. Victory letter

56. ____ photography

58. Toronto native, e.g.

63. Useful

65. Australian dog

66. Staff member

67. Alleviate

68. Host

69. Poppy or sesame

70. Mild oath

71. Peruses

DOWN

1. Go away!

2. She, in Toulouse

3. Rocker ____ Young

4. Humorist ____ Barry

5. Musician ____ Wonder

6. Nonchalant

7. Annoy

8. Fore’s opposite

9. Wobble

10. Roosters’ mates

11. Wipe out

12. Ceremonies

13. Film spools

19. Most exceptional

21. Wrought ____

24. Musical instrument

26. Resorts

27. Turnpike charge
28. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
29. Hen’s perch
30. Madrid’s country
31. San ____
34. Spring month
36. Ambush
37. Emerald ____
38. Poetic contraction
40. Menace
45. Youth
48. United
50. President, e.g.
51. Fathers
52. Ghostly
53. Commerce
55. Clothing stand
57. Frozen
58. Roberto’s house
59. Thin coin
60. Andes native
61. Ripened
62. Nays
64. Roadster
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I t’s time for New Year
Celebrations, and

&TV actors have some
special plans to celebrate
the beginning of 2023.
These include Neha Joshi
(Yashoda), Mohit Dagga
(Ashok), Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna)
from Doosri Maa, Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh), Kamna Pathak
(Rajesh), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amaa)
from Happu ki Ultan
Paltan, Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi),
Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari),
Aasif Sheikh (Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra), and
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita
Bhabi) from Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai. Kamna Pathak,
essaying Rajesh in &TV
show Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, says, “It will be

my first New Year's Eve
celebration after mar-
riage, and I will be cele-
brating it with Sandeep.

We both started working
right after our wedding
and did not have enough
time to spend together,

but thankfully we will
have 3 to 4 days off during
new year. We have decid-
ed to ring in the New Year
at a romantic and serene
hill station nearby.”
Rohitashv Gour, essaying
Manmohan Tiwari in
&TV show Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, says, “I am look-
ing forward to welcoming
2023 with lots of joy and
happiness. I have planned
a trip to Chandigarh,
where we will visit the fa-
mous Rock Garden. I am
also planning to meet
some of my close friends
there. I wish every a very
happy New Year”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabijii Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Actors reveal their special NY celebration plans

WW hat happens when love brings two people together against the bound-
aries of time? Based on this premise, Sony SAB’s upcoming show is all set

to break the clutter with a love story that has never been witnessed before on tel-
evision as the show follows the journey of Dhruv and Tara. Riya Sharma, a pop-

ular television actor will be seen essaying the lead role of Tarapriya a
princess from the 17th century. She is ‘sarva gun sampan’ and
embraces nature. She is strong-willed, ambitious, intelligent and is
blessed with a healing touch. On portraying the character of Rajkumari
Tarapriya, Riya Sharma said, “The show breaks the clutter with its
unusual love story that goes against the boundaries of time. The best
part about portraying my character Tarapriya is that she belongs to a
different era, one that we have often imagined. I believe his show will
offer viewers something unique as it beautifully narrates the journey of
two people from two different worlds. Without giving away too much, I
would just want to say, stay tuned to Sony SAB and look forward to
something fresh and exciting coming your way.”
DDhhrruuvv  TTaarraa  ––  SSaammaayy  SSaaddii  ssee  PPaarree  wwiillll  llaauunncchh  oonn  SSoonnyy  SSAABB,,  ssttaayy  ttuunneedd
ffoorr  mmoorree  uuppddaatteess..

Aishwarya Khare
all set for a 

solo trip to Bali on
New Year

&TV introduce new characters,
adding twists to storylines

GHAR EK MANDIR-KRIPA AGRASEN MAHARAJA KI

I shita Ganguly to enter as Sandhya Gupta –
Sandhya Gupta is a young, free-spirited girl

from a traditional, conservative family. The most
intriguing aspect is that she and Varun had an in-
tense love affair five years ago, but they ended it
because she was not ready to settle down. But, as
they say, some stories do not end. She accidentally
ends up at Agarwal's house, as she is Nisha's
cousin.

Zahida Parveen replaced Archana Mittal as
Anuradha Agarwal - The actress replaced Archana
Mittal as Anuradha Agarwal in the show. She is a
homemaker, for whom her life revolves around her
husband, Kundan Agarwal (Sai Ballal), and her
family. She is the backbone of the Agarwal family
and stands by her husband’s word. She likes to
stick to her traditional belief system, but with her
growing bond with Genda, she gets more flexible
in her perspective, unlike before when she did not
prefer changes.

Watch Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm, Ek
Mahanayak – Dr B. R. Ambedkarat 8:30pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabijii Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday only on &TV!

W ith internet abuzz
of news about

Bollywood stars Kiara
Advani and Sidharth
Malhotra to tie the knot,
people are wondering if
another palace wedding
is on the cards in
Rajasthan.

In December 2021,
Vicky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif had tied the
knot at The Six Senses
Fort Barwara in Sawai
Madhopur. Their wed-
ding function was a top
secret affair where cent
per cent privacy was
maintained.

Now, the reports doing
the rounds suggesting
Kiara and Sidharth will
tie the knot in Jaisalmer
next year and the wed-
ding date has been fixed
as February 6. However,

the gorgeous Bollywood
couple has stayed tight-
lipped on the matter.

The wedding, as per
sources, will take place at
Jaisalmer Palace Hotel,
but, there is no official
confirmation from stars
as well as the hotel. The
pre-wedding functions of
Mehendi, Haldi and
Sangeet will be held on
February 4-5, while the
nuptials will take place
on February 6, sources
say. So far on the social
media, the Bollywood
stars have given no clue
of their wedding. While
Kiara has posted her pic-
ture with Amitabh
Bachchan from sets of
KBC in her recent post,
Sidharth has posted a pic-
ture of 'Mission Majnu',
his next movie.

Kiara-Sidharth
wedding on the cards

in Rajasthan?

Riya Sharma plays a princess in 
‘Dhruv Tara – Samay Sadi se Pare’

AA
s everyone is making plans for New
Year celebrations, 'Bhagya Lakshmi'

actress Aishwarya Khare has decided to go
on a solo trip to Bali and explore its beauty.
She shared: "I decided to plan this solo trip to
Bali because after working round the clock
the whole year everyone needs a little
breather which is totally different from the
monotonous life. This trip is mainly about
rejuvenating myself and a short break to self-
actualize." The 'Yeh Hai Chahatein' actress
shared that she is excited about her solo trip
as she will get a chance to spend some time
with herself and do yoga and meditation.

"I am really excited to attend this yoga
meditation retreat that I have come here, I
am sure it will be revitalizing. I decided to do
a solo trip because I thought I needed to be
with myself for some time."

"I was looking forward to this trip for a very
long time and I am so glad that I made this
decision. I feel every woman should go for a
solo trip at least once in her life. I will surely
be back fresh, happy, and all ready for next
year," she added.

Tara Sutaria wraps up
shooting for ‘Apurva’
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New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI):

The Thomas Cup tri-
umph made for an epic
success story while Neeraj
Chopra further enhanced
his superstar status with a
rare Diamond League title
but the cricket team’s
struggles on the 22-yard
strip left a lot to be desired
in a bittersweet 2022 for
Indian sports.

In hockey, the women’s
team continued its inspir-
ing run with a silver
medal at the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

The much-coveted 90m
mark eluded the Olympic
champion but the legend
of Neeraj Chopra kept
growing with podium fin-
ishes at elite tournaments.

However, wrestler Ravi
Dahiya could not carry
forward his Olympic suc-
cess and made a shock
first-round exit from the
World Championship.

The sincere, passionate
and hard-working athlete
that Dahiya is, the defeat
would have rankled the
grappler the most.

He is not not someone
who can digest defeat easi-
ly and is expected go all
out in season 2023, when
quotas for the Paris
Games will be up for
grabs.

The crashing out of
Dahiya was unexpected,

and so was the perform-
ance of the men’s shut-
tlers at the Thomas Cup,
where the historic title
win put India on path to
becoming a badminton
powerhouse.

The rise of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty has been phenome-
nal in the last two years
and their showing was key
in India breaking the
hegemony of China and
Indonesia at the presti-
gious tournament, held in
Bangkok in May.

Established stars such
as PV Sindhu and Lakshya
Sen did not exactly set the
courts on fire but they
made their presence felt
by winning a number of ti-
tles on the BWF Tour.

The shuttlers extended

their impressive run to
Birmingham CWG, win-
ning six medals, including
three golds, a silver and
two bronze.

Neeraj missed the CWG
due to a groin injury but
before that he won a silver
in the World
Championships in the
USA to become only the
second Indian after Anju
Bobby Geaorge — who
won a bronze in 2003 Paris
edition — to win a medal
at the showpiece.

In September, he be-
came the Diamond League
champion by winning the
Finals of the prestigious
meeting series, adding an-
other first to his name.

He came agonisingly
close to 90m mark when he
threw the spear to 89.94m

to finish second in the
Stockholm leg of the
Diamond League.

At least six top Indian
athletes were caught for
using banned drugs and
the run-up to the
Commonwealth Games
was marred by a series of
positive dope cases.

Indian wrestlers expect-
edly dominated the CWG
but the tougher World
Championships served a
reality check for estab-
lished stars such as
Dahiya.

While Dahiya struggled,
Aman Sehrawat made
steady progress in 57kg
category. He became the U-
23 world champion after
winning a gold at the Bolat
Turlykhanov Cup in
Almaty. Vinesh Phogat

also struggled but the rise
of Greco Roman wrestlers
and an exceptional show
by the juniors at the big
stage made it an eventful
year for Indian wrestling.

The rise of Antim
Panghal, who became the
U-20 world champion in
Sofia, is very heartening
and she could be India’s
best bet in 53kg when
Vinesh is not around.

The Indian hockey
teams continued their up-
ward trend, with the
women slightly outper-
forming their male coun-
terparts by clinching a
CWG medal — a bronze —
after 16 years.

The men’s team won sil-
ver but the crushing 0-7 de-
feat to Australia in the
final was a dampener.

Later in the year India
clashed with the
Kookaburras on their
home turf and though
they lost the series 1-4, en-
gaging the host in a high-
scoring series would have
given the players confi-
dence ahead of the World
Cup.

Weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu added a second
World Championships
medal to her collection,
apart from a CWG gold.
The sport also found new
heroes in Jeremy
Lalrinnunga and Achinta
Sheuli, who were among
10 medal winners in
Birmingham.

However, replicating the
CWG success in tougher
tournaments proved to be
a herculean task for al-

most all of them, barring
Mirabai. India, though, got
its maiden junior world
champion in the sport in
Harshada Garud.

What the Indian fans
will not forget and can
watch on loop without get-
ting tired is Virat Kohli’s
breathtaking shots in the
high-octane T20 World
Cup match against
Pakistan.

The cricketing world
was in his awe as he
proved that batting re-
mains an art even in the
T20 format, where muscle
power and innovation is
redefining the game style.

This was after Kohli
quit the leadership role in
the longest format and his
relationship with the
BCCI had hit a nadir after

being sacked from ODI
captaincy. To say the least,
Indian cricket in 2022 was
chaotic both on and off the
field.

The struggle of premier
batters, including that of
skipper Rohit Sharma and
KL Rahul, remained an in-
tense topic of debate.
Their approach was ques-
tioned as the Indian team
often paid the price for
their struggle in power-
play overs.

Hardik Pandya emerged
as a new leader of the na-
tional T20 team as Rohit
paid the price for another
semi-final exit in the
World Cup following a
crushing defeat at the
hands of England.

The team also lost a Test
series in South Africa.

While the established
players struggled, one bat-
ter who mesmerized the
fans and experts alike was
Suryakumar Yadav. His
ability to strike the ball
hard and clean was phe-
nomenal as he took T20
batting to another level,
drawing comparisons
with the great AB de
Villiers. The way Sourav
Ganguly’s tenure ended as
BCCI president also invit-
ed criticism. The Supreme
Court allowed him to con-
tinue as president but the
board installed Roger
Binny as the new chief.

Sports in 2022: Hockey good, badminton better, Neeraj best

The Indian badminton team created history on May 15,
2022, as they lifted the Thomas Cup trophy for the very
first time.

Neeraj Chopra celebrates after winning the men’s
Javelin Throw at the Weltklasse Zurich 2022 Diamond
League series, at Stadion Letzigrund in Zurich,
Switzerland.

India’s players celebrate with skipper-goalkeeper
Savita Punia after beating New Zealand in the bronze
medal play-off at the Commonwealth Games, in
Birmingham, on August 7, 2022.

Sydney, Dec 31 (AP):

Rafael Nadal has ended
an up-and-down 2022 with
a 3-6 6-3 6-4 loss to Britain’s
Cameron Norrie at the
United Cup mixed teams
tournament on Saturday.

Nadal won the
Australian Open and
French Open to take his
career Grand Slam si
ngles total to a leading 22.
But foot, rib and abdomen
injuries meant he played
only four events after
Wimbledon in July.

Norrie’s win gave
Britain a 1-0 lead over
Spain.

Norrie failed to win a set
in his four previous
matches against Nadal.

“It was pretty crazy. I
was thinking I’d never
won a set before, so I want-
ed to come out and firstly
do that,” Norrie said. “It
was a super physical
match and I enjoyed it. It’s
a great way to end 2022 for
me.”

In other matches, Top-
ranked Iga Swiatek gave

Poland an early lead over
Kazakhstan when she beat
Yulia Putintseva 6-1 6-3 at
Brisbane.

“First matches of the
season are always kind of
rusty, so I’m happy that in
the important moments I
was really composed,”
Swiatek said.

At Perth, Bulgaria and
Belgium were level at 1-1
after the first day.

Bulgaria’s Grigor
Dimitrov beat David
Goffin 6-4 7-5 after Alison
Van Uytvanck had a 6-1 3-6
6-2 win over Isabella
Shinikova to give Belgium
the early lead.

Earlier, Jiri Lehecka
scored a 6-4 6-2 upset win
over world No. 12
Alexander Zverev to help
give the Czech Republic a
2-0 lead. The 21-year-old

Lehecka, ranked No. 81,
broke four times in the
Group C match at Ken
Rosewall Arena in Sydney
to bounce back from an
opening singles loss to
Taylor Fritz of the United
States on Thursday.

Marie Bouzkova later
beat Jule Niemeier 6-2 7-5
in the second match to
give the Czechs a 2-0 lead.
Czech women’s No. 1 Petra
Kvitova can clinch the tie
on Sunday when she faces
Laura Siegemund.

Zverev was competing
for the first time since
June when he tore three
ligaments in his right
ankle during his Roland
Garros semifinal match
against Rafael Nadal.

“I knew before the
match that he hadn’t
played in a while but with
a player like him that can
mean nothing,” Lehecka
said.

“In the crucial moments
I showed all the experi-
ence from the last year
playing against good play-
ers.”

Rafael Nadal loses in three
sets to Norrie at United Cup

Britain’s Cameron Norrie hits a return against Rafael
Nadal of Spain during their men’s singles match on day
three of the United Cup tennis tournament in Sydney
on December 31.

London, Dec 31 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo com-
pleted a lucrative move to
Saudi Arabian club Al
Nassr in a deal that is a
landmark moment for
Middle Eastern soccer but
will see one of Europe’s
biggest stars disappear
from the sport’s elite stage.

Al Nassr posted a pic-
ture on social media of the
five-time Ballon d’Or hold-
ing up the team’s jersey
after Ronaldo signed a deal
until June 2025, with the
club hailing the move as
“history in the making.”

“This is a signing that
will not only inspire our
club to achieve even
greater success but inspire
our league, our nation and
future generations, boys
and girls to be the best ver-
sion of themselves,” the
club wrote.

It also gives the 37-year-
old Ronaldo a massive pay-
day in what could be the
final contract of his ca-
reer. Media reports have
claimed the Portugal star
could be earning up to
USD 200 million a year
from the deal, which
would make him the high-

est-paid soccer player in
history.

Ronaldo said in a state-
ment that he was “eager to
experience a new football
league in a different coun-
try.”

“I am fortunate that I
have won everything I set
out to win in European
football and feel now that
this is the right moment to
share my experience in
Asia,” the forward added.

While the signing is a
massive boost for Middle

Eastern soccer, it will also
fuel the debate about
Saudi Arabia using so-
called “sportswashing” to
boost the country’s image
internationally. Saudi
Arabia’s sovereign wealth
fund owns Premier
League team Newcastle,
and the country is consid-
ering a bid to host the 2030
World Cup.

Ronaldo had been a free
agent after his contract
was terminated by
Manchester United follow-

ing an explosive TV inter-
view in which he criti-
cised manager Erik ten
Hag and the club’s owners
after having been repeat-
edly benched and even
temporarily suspended by
the club.

He is also coming off a
disappointing World Cup
where he was benched in
the knockout rounds and
left the field in tears after
Portugal lost in the quar-
terfinals to Morocco.

And after a storied ca-
reer that saw him win the
Champions League with
both United and Real
Madrid, along with league
and cup titles in England,
Spain and Italy, he will
now seemingly see out the
last years of his career far
away from the spotlight of
top European soccer.

While Saudi Arabia
earned its biggest interna-
tional soccer win ever at
the World Cup in Qatar
last month when it beat
eventual champion
Argentina in its first
group-stage game, the do-
mestic league has few
other stars and is not
watched by a major inter-
national audience.

Cristiano Ronaldo makes big-money
move to Saudi Arabian club

Barcelona, Dec 31 (AP):

Playing his first match
since his World Cup hopes
were dashed by an injury,
Karim Benzema came the
rescue of Real Madrid
with a pair of late goals to
snatch a 2-0 victory at 10-
man Valladolid.

Benzema had a subdued
showing in his first com-
petitive match since
November 2 following in-
juries that had limited his
availability for his club
and finally sidelined him
for his France at soccer’s
elite competition.

But the Ballon d’Or win-
ner came through in the
final minutes on Friday to
give Carlo Ancelotti’s side
the three points it needed
to provisionally move to
the top of the Spanish
league standings. Madrid
also relied on goalkeeper
Thibaut Courtois to keep
the score deadlocked as it
struggled to create
chances in its first game
since the league paused for
seven weeks for the tour-
nament in Qatar.
Valladolid defended well

and threatened on the
break at its Jos Zorrilla
stadium until the game fi-
nally swung in Madrid’s
favor when the video assis-
tant referee spotted a
handball in the area by de-
fender Javi S nchez.

Benzema stepped up
and coolly slotted his
penalty kick into the left
corner as goalkeeper Jordi
Masip fell the other way to
grab the lead in the 83rd

minute. Valladolid’s
chances of hunting for a
late equalizer were hurt
when striker Sergio Le n,
one of its most incisive
players, was shown a di-
rect red card apparently
for using inappropriate
language while protesting
the penalty decision.
Benzema then got his
brace in the 89th after a
pass by substitute
Eduardo Camavinga.

“Benzema played very
well given that he had
barely played in the last
three months,” Courtois
said. “Maybe he was lack-
ing a bit of pace. I bet the
Karim of last year would
have scored even more
goals, but it is good for him
to get this double.”

Before Benzema put
Madrid ahead, Courtois
made two great saves to
deny Le n and midfielder
lvaro Aguado. Courtois
used a one-handed diving
save to stop Aguado’s long-
range strike in the first
half. He then got low to
turn back Le n’s header in
the 68th. “Courtois’ saves
were decisive,” said
Valladolid coach Pacheta
Mart n, whose team slid
into 15th place.

Madrid moved one point
ahead of Barcelona at the
top of the standings before
Xavi Hern ndez’s side
plays a derby against
Espanyol on Saturday.

Before kickoff, a mo-
ment of silence was held
in memory of Brazil great
Pel , who died on
Thursday.

Benzema nets 2, Madrid wins 
1st game after World Cup break

Sydney, Dec 31 (PTI):

South Africa batter
Theunis de Bruyn will
miss the third and final
Test against Australia
next week as he is set to
return home for the birth
of his first child.

The 30-year-old came
into the side for the
Boxing Day Test in place
of Rassie van der Dussen.
Batting at number three,
de Bruyn had scores of 12
and 28 in South Africa’s

innings-and-182-run de-
feat in Melbourne.

He also made headlines
when Australian quick
Mitchell Starc warned
him for backing up at the
non-striker’s end during
the second innings.

“Batter Theunis de
Bruyn will miss the third
#AUSvSA Test in Sydney
as he returns home for
the birth of his first child.
We wish him everything
of the best for this excit-
ing part of his life,”
Cricket South Africa
(CSA) tweeted on
Saturday.

De Bruyn’s absence
means either van der
Dussen could make his
way back to the playing
XI or the the big-hitting
reserve wicketkeeper
Henrich Klaasen, who
has played only one Test,
may be given an opportu-
nity. South African bat-
ters have struggled in this
series. The visitors have
been skittled out for
scores of 152, 99, 189, and
204 in the two Tests so far.
South Africa trail the
three-match series 0-2.

SA’s de Bruyn to miss 
third Test against Australia

for birth of his first child

PCB announces free
entry for second
Test against NZ

Karachi, Dec 31 (PTI):
The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) on Saturday
announced free entry for
spectators for the second
and final Test against New
Zealand at the National
Bank Cricket Arena, start-
ing here on Monday.

The decision to allow
free entry comes after a
disappointing crowd
turnout in the series-open-
ing first Test that ended
after bad light stopped
play on Friday. “The spec-
tators are only required to
bring either their original
CNIC or B-form to enter
the stadium and they will
be able to watch the action
free of cost from any of
the premium (Imran
Khan, Quaid, Wasim
Akram and Zaheer
Abbas), first class (Asif
Iqbal, Waqar Hassan and
Majid Khan) and general
enclosures (Muhammad
Brothers and Intikhab
Alam),” a PCB media re-
lease said. The board
added that shuttles will
also be running in be-
tween the National Bank
Cricket Arena and the
Gareeb Nawaz parking
area for ease of access to
the stadium.

BCCI to review
T20 World Cup
performance in

new year
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3311  ((PPTTII)):: The
BCCI brass will review India’s
underwhelming performance in
the T20 World Cup with skipper
Rohit Sharma and coach Rahul
Dravid on January 1. NCA chief
VVS Laxman, who has been
with the Indian team in Dravid’s
absence, is also expected to be
part of the meeting. The meet-
ing in Mumbai is scheduled
ahead of limited overs against
Sri Lanka beginning on January
3. England had hammered India
by 10 wickets in the World Cup
semi-finals, extending their
barren run in ICC events since
2013 when they won the
Champions Trophy under M S
Dhoni’s leadership. 

The last world title came at
home in 2011. The selection
panel led by Chetan Sharma
were shown the door post the
World Cup but a new panel is
yet to be formed. The commit-
tee was sacked in November
but it continues to track the
ongoing Ranji Trophy and also
picked the team for three T20s
and ODIs against Sri Lanka. The
Cricket Advisory Committee,
which was formed earlier this
month, met in Mumbai on
Friday to shortlist the list of
candidates for the selectors’
posts.

Bengaluru, Dec 31 (PTI): 

JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on
Saturday called BJP a
party full of "hypocrisies
and lies" and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah "a po-
litical chameleon" and
"reincarnation" of Nazi
propagandist Joseph
Goebbels.

The former Chief
Minister through a series
of tweets has reacted to
the saffron party leader's
attack against JD(S).

"The fact that BJP-Bari
Bootatike Party (a party
full of hypocrisies) is a
party of liars was made
evident by your yapping
lies. @AmitShah You are a
political chameleon! This
is the true face of your
party. You're a reincarna-
tion of Joseph Goebbels.
You're disgraceful,"
Kumaraswamy said.

Pointing at Shah's alle-
gation that Karnataka will
become the ATM of the
JD(S) party if it wins, he
said if the regional party
forms the government, it
will become the ATM of
the crores of Kannadigas,
farmers, labourers, the op-
pressed, and the disabled.

Samba/Jammu, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Police and security
forces on Saturday con-
ducted a search operation
in several forward villages
along the International
Border in Samba district
of Jammu and Kashmir, a
police officer said. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Operations-Samba) G R
Bhardwaj said the focus of
the search operation was
to look for any under-
ground tunnel and create
public awareness about
drones being used to
smuggle weapons from
across the border.

The search operation
comes in the wake of a re-
cent gunfight in Sidhra by-
pass area in Jammu that
left four terrorists aboard

a Kashmir-bound truck
dead. The terrorists are
believed to have infiltrated
from the International
Border (IB) and were head-
ing to the Valley when
they were intercepted by
the security forces. "In
view of the recent en-
counter, security has been

beefed up and the vulnera-
ble areas searched,"
Bhardwaj, leading the
joint operation of the po-
lice, CRPF and BSF, told
reporters. He said the
search operation started
from Chek Dhurma, the
last village along the IB,
Saturday morning.
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H D Kumaraswamy

Tourists rush to hill for the celebrations of the New Year, in Shimla, Saturday.

TOURISTS THRONG HILL

‘Amit Shah reincarnation
of Joseph Goebbels’

Madurai, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Sand moves up through
the air as the gigantic bull
'Vengai' kicks up dirt by
lowering its horn as soon
as it sights a few men. Its
bellow becomes more
powerful when they try to
walk closer and stops
when they stand still.

The farmland of P
Rajasekaran, President of
Jallikattu Peravai-Tamil
Nadu is buzzing as the
sport's annual season
nears. 'Seriyadikkuthu',
he says referring to the
bull's roar, a word largely
unknown to people in
urban areas.

The Tamil word de-
notes a loud sound made
by the bull. "That sound is
the first signal that he has
noticed people in his turf
and he is ready for a

fight." Pointing to the ani-
mal rubbing its horn
against the tree, he says it
is a natural way followed
by bulls to sharpen their
horns.

As familiar people ap-
proach to take him for
training like 'swimming
and running,' the sound
he makes diminishes and
'Vengai' gradually stops
lowering its horn to
knock on the ground.
Vengai means leopard
and the bull is much larg-
er, taller and heavier than
the feline and may weigh
nearly a ton. "You need a
minimum of two well-
built men to control
Vengai, to hold the rope
on both sides."

While regular agricul-
ture related work is on,
the focus at his farm in
Varichur village in

Sivaganga Road near
Madurai is on Vengai and
other bulls. Given the ag-

gression of the bulls, it
does not appear to be easy
to handle them unless a

person gets the knack of
it. When the herdsman
shouts, calling another

bull 'Sevalai,' it acknowl-
edges immediately by
shaking its head and
making a sound.

Elsewhere, in another
village, G Keerthana, a
transperson is busy at-
tending to 'Rudra,' her
choice bull. In fact, sever-
al bulls are named 'Rudra'
or 'Rudran' by people. All
smiles, the 33-year old
transgender woman says
her bulls have won prizes
in Jallikattu contests.

Asked how she man-
ages to rear and prepare
them for the annual
event, she says,'I have
milch cows and I am a
poultry farmer as well.'
She rears as many as
eight bulls. She has a
team of men to help her
attend to the cattle and
they say Jallikattu, 'the
spice of the season' is the

time to rejoice.
Rajasekaran, a veteran

of court battles witnessed
so far to guard Jallikattu,
says the sport has im-
measurable intrinsic
value and is a way of life
in rural regions, with reli-
gious, cultural and eco-
nomic dimensions.

"Jallikattu is the key to
protect native breeds," he
says. But for the sport,
people would sell bull
calves to slaughter hous-
es. The tough legal fight
has made people under-
stand even better the im-
portance of native
breeds, he says.
Kangayam, Pulikulam
and Umblachery are
among the indigenous
cattle breeds and a dis-
tinctive hump is a prereq-
uisite for participation in
Jallikattu.

Kolkata, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Santragachi Jheel or
Pakhiralay (Bird
Sanctuary), on the out-
skirts of Kolkata, has at-
tracted a record over 7,000
winged visitors this win-
ter, at least 15 per cent
more than the number es-
timated last winter.

The latest unofficial
count till now by the
Nature Mates' Club, which
has been maintaining the
lake for the last 5 years,
suggests the number has
already crossed 7,000 this
year.

"So far, the `jheel' (lake)
has hosted around 45
species, but never at one
particular point in time.
Normally, you will get to
see around 20 species",
said Lina Chatterjee of
Nature Mates, who over-

sees the Santragachi Jheel
project.

According to the NGO's
annual census, the num-
ber of birds had fallen to
nearly 700 in 2018 when
the Howrah Municipal
Corporation cleared the
lake of water hyacinths
entirely, leaving no place

for the birds to rest.
However, some species

whose numbers dwindled
considerably in the previ-
ous years are making a
comeback.

"The number of birds
which went down to 700
after this drive to clear up
water plants has now

grown back to more than
7000" said Arjan Basu Roy,
secretary of Nature Mates
Nature Club.

"Luckily, we are getting
back the Trans-
Himalayan Migrant
Ducks which went miss-
ing post the 2018 clean-up
drive", he said.

The most dominant
species among the birds
found is the Lesser
Whistling duck. The
Gadwall and Garganey
and Northern Pintail vari-
eties can also be spotted.
For the first time in years,
the Glossy Ibis has also
been spotted here.

The number of birds
may well go up by
January 14, the official
counting day for the sanc-
tuary, provided the weath-
er and fog conditions are
favourable, Roy said.

‘NIA registers ‘all-time high’ 73 terror cases in 2022’
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
registered an "all-time
high" of 73 cases in 2022
even as it is working to un-
dertake a "whole of ecosys-
tem" approach to dismantle
the terrorist networks that
aim to harm India, officials
said Saturday. They also
said that the agency was
"pressing on the pedal" to
get extradited gangster
Goldy Brar, the prime ac-
cused in the murder of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala.

There were reports of
his detention in the US re-
cently but agency sources
said those were "uncon-
firmed" reports. An
Interpol arrest warrant is
alive against him, and his
visa in Canada has expired.
Efforts are on to get him
back to India to face the

law, they said.
The federal anti-terrorist

investigation agency has
released the year-end fig-
ures of its action saying the
cases filed by it under the
provisions of the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act
(UAPA) and some other IPC
sections covered a spec-
trum of crimes, including
'Jihadi terror', gangster-ter-
ror-drug smugglers nexus,
terrorist funding, and FIRs
against the now banned
Islamic organisation PFI or
the Popular Front of India.

"The NIA has registered
73 cases in 2022 which is a
19.67 per cent increase from
the 61 cases registered in
2021 and is an all-time high
for the agency," a
spokesperson for the
agency said. On average,
about 60 cases were filed by
the agency in 2019 and 2020,
officials said.

Among the cases regis-

tered this year include 35
cases of 'Jihadi' terror in
J&K, Assam, Bihar, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
and West Bengal, 10 cases
related to Left Wing
Extremism (LWE), five
cases related to insurgents
in the northeast, seven
cases related to the PFI,
three cases of gangster-ter-
ror-drug smuggler nexus,
one case of terror funding,
and two related to fake
Indian currency notes
(FICN), the spokesperson
said.

The agency also filed a
total of 59 chargesheets
against 368 persons during
the year, as per official data.
"Judgements have been
pronounced in 38 cases in
2022, all of which have
ended in conviction. 109
persons have been convict-

ed to rigorous imprison-
ment and fine and six life
sentences have also been
awarded," the data said.
The overall conviction rate
for the agency currently
stands at 94.39 per cent, it
said.

Officials said the agency
was working on an "ecosys-
tem kind of approach" and
working in coordination
with other central probe
agencies and state organi-
sations so that the entire
terrorist infrastructure is
dismantled. "It is the vision
of the Union home minis-
ter (Amit Shah) that the
NIA should undertake an
'agency-like approach' and
not just like a police sta-
tion. This approach, like
the FBI of the US, man-
dates a wider and extensive
approach towards terror
crimes and its modus
operandi," a senior NIA of-
ficer said.

The agency, created in
the aftermath of the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks, has
also increased its "geo-
graphical footprints" with-
in the country as its
branches have gone up to 18
now and this is expected to
touch the two dozen mark
by the next year, the officer
said. We are getting more
manpower and looking to
establish two full-fledged
verticals to tackle cyber ter-
rorism and human traffick-
ing, he said.

The agency officials said
the NIA was also register-
ing "offshoot cases" where
terrorist links emerge dur-
ing the course of investiga-
tion by the state police or
any other central agency. It
is part of our new standard
operating procedure (SOP)
that we get associated with
any terror-like case from
the beginning so that if it
comes to us at a later stage,

we are aware of its track,
the evidence, and other in-
puts, they said.

The agency was also un-
dertaking investigations
that have cross-border ram-
ifications and require the
sleuths to travel to that
country. "For such probes,
the NIA takes the help of
the ministry of home and
external affairs and we
have, and we would, travel
to those countries where
our investigations are
linked to," they said.

As per the official data,
the NIA arrested 456 people
this year including 19 ab-
sconders. Two accused
were arrested upon depor-
tation and one accused
after extradition, it said. In
2022, eight persons were
designated as individual
terrorists under the
Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), the
data said.

‘Modi will become PM again’
New Delhi, Dec 31 (PTI): 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma as-
serted on Saturday that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will return to power
for a third consecutive
term after the 2024 general
election, even though there
could be many candidates
for the post.

Sarma said the
Bharatiya Janata Party's
(BJP) and the country's
only candidate for the post
of prime minister is Modi.
"Narendra Modi will be-
come the prime minister
again with the blessings of
people," he told a press con-
ference here.

Asked about other
prospective candidates for
the Prime Minister's
Office, Sarma said anyone
can be a candidate for the
top post and there is noth-
ing wrong in it. "I am not
concerned about who will

get the silver or bronze
medals," he said.

Asked about Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi's
comments that he consid-
ers the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
and the BJP his "guru",
Sarma said if Gandhi feels
that way, he should visit

the RSS headquarters in
Nagpur, bow his head be-
fore the "Bharat Mata" flag
and offer "gurudakshina".

Gandhi on Saturday said
he considers the RSS-BJP
his guru and the more the
saffron party attacks the
Congress, the better it is
for the opposition party to

understand its ideology.
"I want them (BJP) to at-

tack us aggressively, this
will help the Congress
party understand its ideol-
ogy. I consider them (BJP)
as my guru. They are show-
ing me the way and train-
ing me on what is not to be
done," he said.

On Gandhi not wearing
woolens in this winter dur-
ing his public appear-
ances, Sarma, who was
once in the Congress be-
fore switching loyalties to
the BJP in 2015, said it was
a fashion statement of the
former Congress chief.

"There are scores of peo-
ple in the country who are
still poor due to the long
Congress rule. The poor
cannot afford to buy a
blanket or woolens. Rahul
has everything but he is
not wearing those. That is
Rahul's fashion state-
ment," the Assam chief
minister said.
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma during a
press conference, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Santragachi Jheel sees 
surge in migratory birds

Santragachi Jheel crowded with the migratory birds dur-
ing winter, in Kolkata, Saturday.

Bulls get ‘tone up,’ Jallikattu preparation peps up TN’s hinterland

Gigantic bull ‘Vengai’ trains for Jallikattu at a village near Madurai in Tamil Nadu.

Missing Russian
found

Bhubaneswar, Dec 31
(PTI): The Russian man,
who had "disappeared"
amid the mystery sur-
rounding the deaths of
two other men including a
lawmaker from the same
country in Odisha recent-
ly, was found on Saturday.
Andrew Glagolev, a self-
proclaimed anti-Ukraine
war activist, was located
in a market area near
Bhubaneswar railway sta-
tion and he is now in the
custody of the
Government Railway
Police (GRP), an official
said. His visa has expired
and he had applied to the
UN for asylum in India,
Bhubaneswar GRP in-
charge Jaydev Biswajit
said.

The Russian MP was a
critic of President
Vladimir Putin while
Glagolev, who used to stay
in Puri, was also on the
same page, having been
sighted earlier on in
Odisha's capital holding
placards with anti-war and
anti-Putin slogans, seeking
financial assistance. About
a month ago, the man was
seen in the Bhubaneswar
railway station holding a
placard that read: " I am
Russian Refugee, I am
against War, I am against
Putin, I am Homeless,
Please Help me".

Search operation 
conducted along IB 

Special Operations Group (SOG) with Border Security
Force (BSF) during a search operation near International
Border, at Samba in Jammu, Saturday.

In J-K’s Samba


