
Public hearing 
JJaammmmuu:: The Jammu and
Kashmir Pollution
Control Committee on
Friday conducted a pub-
lic hearing here as part
of environmental clear-
ance process for expan-
sion of civil enclave at
the Jammu airport with
an area of 40,000 square
metres, an official said.
Over 122 acres of land
has been identified to
be handed over to the
Airport Authority of
India to build a state-of-
the-art new terminal
building at the Jammu
airport. The public hear-
ing was attended by a
large number of people
including representa-
tives of the Animal
Husbandry Department,
prominent citizens and
residents of Belicharan,
Basheer Gujjar Basti,
Doda Basti, Poonch
Basti villages besides
officials of the Airport
Authority, Cantonment
Board and officers of
the revenue department,
the official said.

Tigress dead 
UUmmaarriiaa  ((MMPP))::  A tigress
was found dead in
Umaria district in
Madhya Pradesh on
Friday, an official said.
The carcass was spotted
near Kachodar Basad
Nala in Ghughuti range,
Umaria Divisional Forest
Officer Mohit Sood told
PTI. “It was around 10
years old and may have
died three to four days
ago. We have found no
injury marks on the
body,” he said. A post
mortem has been carried
out and the tigress’ tis-
sue samples are being
sent for tests to check
for possible causes of
death, including poison-
ing, he added.

Probe ordered 
JJaammmmuu:: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
has ordered an inquiry
into a recent fire incident
at the Civil Secretariat
here and called for fixing
of responsibility for fail-
ure in activating
response at various lev-
els to control the blaze in
a timely manner.
Principal Secretary,
Estates Department, was
appointed as the inquiry
officer to probe the fire
at the Civil Secretariat
on December 28, an
order issued by
Secretary General
Administration
Department (GAD)
Piyush Singla said.
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Young women pose for 
pictures after getting their
hands and face painted for
New Year celebrations, in

Amritsar, Friday.
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Raipur, Dec 30 (PTI) The
Chhattisgarh government
has given its employees
the option to choose be-
tween the old pension
scheme and the new pen-
sion scheme, the move
coming after the Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority re-
peatedly rejected the
state’s demand for return
of funds deposited as part
of the National Pension
System. However, for those
who have joined govern-
ment service after April 1,

2022, it would be mandato-
ry to be part of the old pen-
sion scheme, officials said
here on Friday.

“The decision was taken
in a cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel during
the day. During the cabinet
meeting, it was decided to
introduce the OPS by giv-
ing option to the employ-
ees who were appointed
after November 1, 2004 and
before April 2022,” a public
relations department offi-
cial said. “For this, em-

ployees will have to submit
an affidavit. If such an em-
ployee opts for OPS, he or
she will have to deposit the
government’s contribu-
tion and dividend in the

NPS account since they
were appointed (after
November 1, 2004) till
March 31 this year to the
state government’s new
General Provident Fund
(GPF) under OPS,” he ex-
plained.

It means employees opt-
ing for OPS will have to
withdraw their fund de-
posited in the NPS account
and then redeposit it in the
new GPF (General
Provident Fund) account
of the state government,
the official further said.

Baghel, during the budg-
et session of the Assembly
earlier this year, had an-
nounced that his govern-
ment would reinstate the
old pension scheme (OPS).
Later his government
wrote to PFRDA demand-
ing refund of money de-
posited in the form of gov-
ernment and employee
contribution towards NPS
since November 2004.

The Congress-led state
government’s demand to
refund Rs 17,000 crore was
rejected by PFRDA.

Ahmedabad, Dec 30 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother Hiraben
passed away at a hospital
in Ahmedabad early on
Friday. She was 99.

A bulletin from the UN
Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre, where she was ad-
mitted on Wednesday after
her health deteriorated,
shared the news of her de-
mise. “Hiraben Modi
passed away on 30/12/2022
at 3.30 am during the treat-
ment at U N Mehta Heart
Hospital”, the medical bul-
letin said.

She is survived by her
five sons - PM Modi and
his brothers Somabhai,
Amrutbhai, Prahladbhai
and Pankajbhai - and
daughter Vasantiben.

Her last rites were per-
formed at a crematorium
in Gandhinagar around
9.30 am in the presence of

PM Modi, his brothers and
other family members.

Following her death in
the early hours, the prime
minister reached the resi-
dence of his brother
Pankaj Modi at Raysan vil-
lage on the outskirts of
Gandhinagar, where the
mortal remains of their
mother were kept.

Immediately after his ar-
rival at the airport in
Ahmedabad in the morn-
ing, the PM went to the
house of his younger
brother. He offered floral
tributes to his mother
there and bowed down at
her feet. Later, PM Modi
and his brothers shoul-
dered her mortal remains
for some distance before
placing them in a mortu-
ary van. Her last rites
were performed at Sector
30 crematorium in
Gandhinagar.

Earlier, the prime minis-
ter tweeted that “a great
journey of 100 years” has
ended with his mother’s
demise.

“A great journey of 100
years has come to an end. I
have witnessed three qual-
ities in mother, a journey
like that of a tapasvi
(saint), a selfless worker
and life dedicated to val-
ues,” Modi tweeted.

Four of family killed as car

plunges into water-filled

quarry, girl swims to safety

Raigarh: Four members of
a family were killed after
their car fell into a water-
filled abandoned stone
quarry in Sarangarh-
Bhilaigarh district of
Chhattisgarh, police said
on Friday. A 15-year-old girl
from the family, who was
also in the vehicle, man-
aged to get out of it and
swim to safety although her
attempt to rescue her
grandfather proved unsuc-
cessful, they said. The inci-
dent took place near
Timarlaga village on
Raigarh-Sarangarh road
when the victims were re-
turning after visiting a tem-
ple in adjoining Odisha,
Sarangarh-Bhilaigarh
Additional Superintendent
of Police Maheshwar Nag
said. Those killed were
identified as Minu Patel,
sarpanch of Timarlaga
panchayat, her husband
Mahendra and her father-
in-law and mother-in-law,
he said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii//DDeehhrraadduunn,,  DDeecc  3300  ((PPTTII))::

India’s star cricketer Rishabh
Pant had a miraculous escape
when his luxury car crashed
into a road divider and caught
fire after he dozed off at the
wheel on the Delhi-Dehradun
highway in the early hours of
Friday. The 25-year-old, who
was on his way to his home-
town Roorkee to surprise his
mother, suffered injuries on his
head, back and feet but is in a
stable condition following the
accident in Manglaur in
Uttarakhand’s Haridwar district
around 5.30 am, police said.
The driver and other staff of a
Haryana Roadways bus passing
by helped the cricketer get out
of the burning Mercedes Benz,
said Haridwar Senior
Superintendent of Police Ajai
Singh. The car was completely
charred and reduced to a man-
gled heap. Pant, who was alone
in the car, dozed off and the car
hit the divider before bursting

into flames, he said. The bus
driver, Sushil Kumar, said he
saw the car slamming into the
divider, stopped and ran over to
help. “When we reached the
car, sparks were rising but it
had not yet caught fire. We

pulled out the man from the
car, laid him down and ran back
to the car to see if there were
others inside. I saw no one.
When we ran back to the man...
we saw his limbs moving,” the
bus driver told television chan-
nels.

“When we went closer, he
said I am a cricketer, I am Pant.
I had not heard of him but the
conductor told me he was a big
cricketer,” Kumar said. As con-
cerns mounted about the
extent of his injuries and
whether they could impact his
game, Dr Sushil Nagar, who
treated Pant at the Emergency
department of the Roorkee hos-
pital where he was initially
taken to, said there was no
fracture but a ligament injury
to the knee that would require
further investigation. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
among those who sent in their
best wishes for his speedy
recovery.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):

The government on
Friday raised interest
rates on most post office
savings schemes that do
not get income tax benefits
in line with the firming of
interest rates in the econo-
my. While the interest rate
for popular PPF and girl
child savings scheme
Sukanya Samriddhi were
retained, rates for deposits
up to 5 per cent as well as
NSC, senior citizen sav-
ings scheme and Kisan
Vikas Patra (KVP) where
income accruing is taxable
have been hiked by up to
1.1 percentage points, ac-
cording to a finance min-
istry notification.

This is the second quar-
ter of an increase in a row
in interest rates for some
schemes. This follows a
status quo or unchanged
rates for nine straight
quarters. Interest rates for

small savings schemes are
notified on a quarterly
basis. With the revision, a
one-year term deposit
with post offices would
earn 6.6 per cent, for two
years (6.8 per cent), three
years (6.9 per cent) and five
years (7 per cent).

Senior Citizen Savings
scheme will earn 40 basis
points more at 8 per cent
during the January-March
period, the notification
said.

With regard to KVP, the
government has hiked the
interest rates to 7.2 per
cent, thereby maturing in
120 months. Currently,
KVP yields 7 per cent rate
with a maturity period of
123 months.

Monthly Income
Scheme would earn 40
basis points more at 7.1
per cent, while National

Savings Certificate (NSC)
has been raised by 20 basis
points to 7 per cent.

The interest rate on girl
child savings scheme
Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana was retained at 7.6
per cent, and that for
Public Provident Fund
(PPF) it has been kept un-
changed at 7.1 per cent.
Savings deposits will con-
tinue to earn 4 per cent per
annum.

The Reserve Bank since
May has raised the bench-
mark lending rate by 2.25
per cent to 6.25 per cent,
prompting banks to raise
interest rates on deposits
as well.

RBI raised repo rate or
short-term lending rate by
35 basis points earlier this
month. This was the fifth
consecutive rate hike after
a 40 basis points increase
in May and 50 basis points
hike each in June, August
and September.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):
The Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Friday issued
revised Covid guidelines
for passengers arriving in
international flights, ahead
of RT-PCR negative test re-
port being made compulso-
ry for travellers from six
countries, including China
and Thailand. From
January 1, 2023, a pre-de-
parture RT-PCR negative
test report will be manda-
tory for passengers coming
in all international flights

from China, Singapore,
Hong Kong, the Republic of
Korea, Thailand and
Japan. Airlines are direct-
ed to modify their check-in
functionalities to incorpo-
rate the changes and issue
boarding passes only to
those international passen-
gers travelling from the six
countries who have sub-
mitted self-declaration
forms on the Air Suvidha
portal, the ministry said in
a communication. “Air
Suvidha portal self-decla-
ration has been made oper-
ational for passengers trav-
elling in all international
flights from China,
Singapore, Hong Kong,
Republic of Korea,
Thailand and Japan, with a
provision to allow these in-
ternational travellers ar-
riving in India to upload
negative RT-PCR test re-
ports as well as to submit
self-declaration form,” it
said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3300  ((PPTTII))::

CRPF Director General
(DG) Sujoy Lal Thaosen has
been given the additional
charge of the post of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
DG following retirement of
incumbent Pankaj Kumar
Singh on December 31, a gov-
ernment order said Friday.

Singh, a 1988-batch Indian
Police Service officer of the
Rajasthan cadre, will com-
plete his 1.4 year long tenure
as the BSF chief after he took
charge on August 31 last year.

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) chief Thaosen is
Singh’s batchmate from the
Madhya Pradesh cadre and
according to an order issued
by the Union home ministry,
he will hold the “additional
charge” of BSF DG till the
appointment of a regular
incumbent or until further
orders, whichever is earlier.
The handing over of the
charge between the two offi-
cers will be done after noon

on Saturday after Singh
reviews a farewell parade of
the force and gives away serv-
ice medals to some BSF per-
sonnel at a camp of the force
here in the morning.

Pankaj Kumar Singh’s BSF
appointment last year had
created a history where a son
and father held the top post of
a paramilitary force in the
country.

His father and retired IPS
officer of the 1959-batch,
Prakash Singh, also headed
the BSF as its DG from June,
1993 to January, 1994.

Prakash Singh is consid-
ered an architect of police
reforms in the country. He had
petitioned the Supreme Court
in 1996 for carrying out
reforms in the police estab-
lishment following which the
government started giving a
fixed tenure of two years at
least to the chief of the
Intelligence Bureau, the CBI,
foreign secretary, the RAW
chief and the Union home sec-
retary.

Kolkata, Dec 30 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, after flag-
ging off the Vande Bharat
Express from Howrah to
New Jalpaiguri virtually
on Friday, asserted that
the Union government is
transforming the coun-
try’s railway infrastruc-
ture by making record in-
vestments.

The Prime Minister who
also launched four railway
projects for West Bengal
and laid the foundation
stone for the redevelop-
ment of the New
Jalpaiguri railway station,
pointed out that railway
stations, including New
Jalpaiguri, are being de-
veloped on the lines of air-
ports. In all the railway
projects inaugurated by
him for West Bengal are
estimated to be worth
more than Rs 5,000 crore.
Noting that doubling of

tracks and electrification
is underway at a record
speed, he said that the
eastern and western
freight corridors will
bring revolutionary
changes to the country’s
economy. “Today’s Vande
Bharat train was launched
from the land where
‘Vande Mataram’ slogan
was coined. The launch
date of December 30 is sig-

nificant as Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose had hoisted
the tricolour in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands on
this day in 1943,” he said.

“In the 21st century, for
rapid development of the
country, growth and re-
form of railways is essen-
tial. A nationwide cam-
paign is underway to
transform railways,” Modi
said. He noted that new
airports, waterways, ports
and roads are being con-
structed to ensure seam-
less connectivity for peo-
ple. Later in the day, he
also informed his audi-
ence of themany initia-
tives taken to clean the
Ganges in Bengal and pro-
vide safe drinking water
in the state. “India is work-
ing towards boosting its
Jal Shakti. On January 13,
a cruise will set sail from
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
to Dibrugarh in Assam via
Bangladesh.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):

The Supreme Court has
directed the states to con-
stitute a special unit in po-
lice stations within three
months to investigate and
facilitate motor accident
claim cases.

Issuing a slew of direc-
tions, the top court said on
receiving intimation
about a road accident by a
motor vehicle at a public
place, the SHO concerned
shall take steps as per
Section 159 of the Motor
Vehicle Amendment Act
under which an Accident
Information Report is to
be filed to the Claims
Tribunal within three
months by the police.

“In our view, the head of
the Home Department of
the State and the Director
General of Police in all
States/Union Territories
shall ensure the compli-
ance of the Rules by con-

stituting a special unit in
the police stations or at
least at town level to inves-
tigate and facilitate the
motor accident claim
cases. The said action
must be ensured within a
period of three months,” a
bench of Justices S A
Nazeer and J K
Maheshwari said.

The top court said after
registering the FIR, the
Investigating Officer shall
act as specified in the
Motor Vehicles
Amendment Rules, 2022
and submit the First
Accident Report within 48
hours to the Claims
Tribunal. “The registering
officer is duty bound to
verify the registration of
the vehicle, driving li-
cence, fitness of vehicle,
permit and other ancillary
issues and submit the re-
port in coordination to the
police officer before the
Claims Tribunal. “The

flow chart and all other
documents, as specified in
the rules, shall either be in
vernacular language or in
English language, as the
case may be and shall be
supplied as per Rules,” the
bench said in a recent
order. The apex court also
directed the state authori-
ties to take appropriate
steps to develop a joint
web portal/platform to co-
ordinate with and facili-
tate the stakeholders for
carrying out the provi-
sions of the Motor
Vehicles Amendment Act
and the Rules in coordina-
tion with any technical
agency and be notified to
public. The top court’s
order came on a plea chal-
lenging an order passed by
the Allahabad High Court
which dismissed the ap-
peal filed against the
award passed by the Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT).

‘Rahul to be
Oppn’s PM face in

2024 polls’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior Congress
leader and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Kamal
Nath on Friday said Rahul
Gandhi will be the opposition’s
prime minister candidate for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
In an email interview with PTI,
Nath lauded Gandhi for leading
the Congress’ countrywide
Bharat Jodo Yatra, saying he is
not doing politics for power but
for the common people of the
country. “As far as the 2024 Lok
Sabha election is concerned,
Rahul Gandhi will not just be
the face of the opposition but
will be its prime ministerial
candidate too,” he said. Nath
also said that no one in the his-
tory of the world has undertak-
en such a long ‘padayatra’. No
family other than the Gandhi
family has given so many sacri-
fices for the country, the
Congress leader said. “Rahul
Gandhi does not do politics for
power, but for the people of
the country who make anyone
sit in power,” he said.

Chhattisgarh govt staffers get option to choose
between new and old pension schemes

Cricketer Rishabh 
Pant injured in car crash 

Cricketer Rishabh Pant
receives treatment at a

hospital after his car met
with an accident, in

Roorkee, Friday.

PM Modi’s mother Hiraben 
passes away in Gujarat, cremated

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi performs last rites
of his mother Heeraben
Modi, in Gandhinagar,
Friday,.

CRPF DG to hold 
additional charge of BSF

Govt hikes interest on post office
savings schemes by up to 1.1 bps

 Retains PPF rate

Covid: MoCA issues revised 
guidelines for arriving intl passengers

from six countries

‘Centre transforming railway 
infrastructure by making record investment’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurates various
railway projects, via video

conferencing, Friday.

SC directs states to form special units in police
stations to facilitate motor accident claims

Surprise inspection of semester 
examinations of Durg University continues

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: About 80
percent of the semester ex-
aminations 2022-23 conduct-
ed by Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg have been
completed. The remaining
exams will end on January
06. In this context, the Vice-
Chancellor and the team of
officers of the University are
continuously inspecting var-
ious examination centers. In
the series of surprise inspec-
tion of examination centers,
Vice Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta and NSS
Coordinator, Dr RP Agarwal
inspected Government
Nehru PG College,
Dongargarh and interacted
with the principal and pro-
fessors. Giving this informa-
tion, the Vice-Chancellor
and Dean, Student Welfare,

Dr Prashant Srivastava said
that on Friday a team of uni-
versity officials conducted a
surprise inspection of
G o v e r n m e n t
DanveerTularam PG
College, Utai and Shaildevi
College, Anda.
Examinations were found to
be conducted smoothly in
both the colleges and the
staff of the college were
fully present and the inspec-
tion team also saw the satis-
factory conduct of the class-
es. The team also included
Dr Prashant Srivastava
along with Assistant
Registrar Digvijay Kumar.

Deputy Registrar of
Examinations, Dr Rajmani
Patel said that till now 08
mobile phones have been
submitted in the University
in the copying case. For this
action will be taken as per

rules under the University's
Copying Act. Meanwhile,
the Vice-Chancellor Dr
ArunaPaltain a meeting
with the University officials
made it clear that it needs to
been ensured that no cheat-
ing or copying cases are
seen in the upcoming annu-
al examinations. Proper
arrangements should be
made to stop copying and to
ban students from carrying
mobiles in the examination

hall from the entrance of
the college itself. Dr Palta
urged cooperation from all
the professors considering
the examination work as
important. The Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep said
that according to the in-
structions of the Higher
Education Department of
the Government of
Chhattisgarh, discharging
the duties of invigilator,
evaluator, internal and ex-

ternal examiner, paper set-
ter, head of the center or as-
sistant head of the center in
the examinations comes
under the purview of essen-
tial service for the profes-
sors. Therefore, in the prac-
tical and theoretical exami-
nations of university and
autonomous colleges, the
cooperation of the profes-
sors is expected in the dis-
charge of all the responsi-
bilities mentioned above. It
is notable that the universi-
ty administration is prepar-
ing to conduct practical ex-
aminations of the universi-
ty in February 2023 and the-
ory examinations after Holi
in the second week of
March. The date for online
application in annual exam-
inations has been extended
till January 02, 2023 with a
late fee of Rs200.

Durg Police solved 
mysterious and 

sensational cases in 2022
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: Durg
Police have solved sever-
al mysterious, controver-
sial and heinous cases in
the year 2022. Besides
maintaining law and
order, Durg Police suc-
ceeded in putting an ef-
fective curb on illegal ac-
tivities like betting and
gambling.

Its campaign against
the online betting rack-
ets has been very suc-
cessful. In the cases of
Mahadev Book, Reddy
Anna and other online
cricket betting sites, po-
lice busted a total of 12
panels and arrested 71
accused. 39 laptops and
160 mobiles have been re-
covered.

While addressing
media persons here at
the Police Control Room
on Friday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava spoke
about various significant
cases of the year 2022.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
Additional Police
Superintendent (Rural)
Anant Sahu, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nasar Siddique,
City Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Vaibhav
Banker, City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Nikhil
Rakhecha, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Prabhat
Kumar, Police Sub-
Divisional Officer
(Patan) Devansh Rathore
and Police Sub-
Divisional Officer
(Dhamdha) Sanjay
Pundhir were present
during the annual press
conference.

Some sensational mur-
der incidents also oc-
curred in the year 2022
which were solved by
Durg Police. One such
case was the murder of
Ranjit Singh due to old
enmity in Chhawani.
Police arrested Sona
alias Josh Abraham of
Camp 01, Aman Bharti of
Camp 01, Biselal Bharti
of Camp 01, Pintu Singh
of Supela, Bhupendra
Sahu of Camp 01 and
Nikhil Sahu of Camp 01
in this case.

Another shocking inci-
dent was the murder of a
jeweller in Amleshwar
on October 20. The ac-
cused had shot dead the
jewellery shop owner
Surendra Soni and had
looted gold and silver
jewelery from the shop.
Police chased the digital
footprints of the accused
and arrested them from
Uttar Pradesh.

Police arrested the ac-
cused Anupam alias
Abhishek Kumar Jha of
Vaishali (Bihar),
Saurabh Kumar Singh of

Gaya (Bihar); Alok
Kumar Yadavof
Chhapra (Bihar) and
Abhay Kumar Bharti of
Chandauli (UP) in this
case. The stolen booty
was also recovered.

Another sensational
incident was the murder
of a child Sameer Sahu
in village Ruda of Anda
Police Station. His body
was found stuffed in a
sack with his hands and
legs tied with a rope.
Police had arrested two
minors in connection
with this murder.

Police Station Newai
solved the blind murder
case of an old man
Shankar Lal Yadav who
was murdered while col-
lecting dry wood in
Jawahar Udyan. The ac-
cused Santosh
Nirmalkar of Konari
was arrested in this case.
Police Station Newai also
solved the blind murder
case of Bhamabai Sahu
whose body was recov-
ered from a gutter.

Police Station
Amleshwar solved the
sensational murder case
of Sheikh Mehruddin of
Old Bhilai whose
charred body was recov-
ered from Amleshwar
Khar. Mohammad Asraf
and Sandeep Patil were
arrested in this case. The
most sensational case
was the murder of four
members of a family in
village Kapsada of Police
Station Kumhari limits.

Bholanath Yadav, his
wife Naila Yadav and 02
children Pramod Yadav
and Mukta Yadav were
brutally murdered with
sharp weapons. Police
arrested his brother
Kismat Yadav, Akash
Manjhi and Tikam Das
Ghritlahare in connec-
tion with this murder.

In the cases of online
fraud, Rs 20 lakh of one
Soma Shastri of Pragati
Nagar Risali were saved
by police. The online
fraudsters had trans-
ferred Rs 20 lakh from
her accused for electrici-
ty bill payment; Rs 39400
of Subhankar
Chakraborty of Jayanti
Nagar were saved after
he was cheated in name
of reward points in cred-
it card; Rs 80000 of
Ankush Kumar Das of
Talpuri were saved after
he was cheated for SIM
card updation. In other
cases, a total of Rs
17,00,000 has been put on
hold and returned to the
account of the con-
cerned victims.

Durg Police took ac-
tion over the cases of
smuggling and trade of
narcotics and other in-
toxicants and arrested
several offenders in-
volved in such illegal ac-
tivities. 42 packets of
Ganja were recovered

from Suraj Marotrao of
Nagpur and Vinod
Dongre of Balaghat
when they were smug-
gling it in a Skoda car
number - MH46P 6040.
21.62 grams of brown
sugar worth Rs 4.5 lakh
was recovered from
Bablu Yadav and Lucky
Mahar, residents of
Shivpara Durg.

Huge cache of banned
and scheduled psy-
chotropic drugs worth
Rs 5 lakh were recovered
from Rakesh Verma of
Vaishali Nagar, Jaggu
alias Jageshwar Nishad
of Newai, Ajay Agarwal
of Khursipar and Shafak
Bano of Supela.

Mohan Nagar Police
had arrested Devendra
alias Montu
Vishwakarma, Vaibhav
Khandelwal, Rustom
Netam and Anish alias
Sona Rajput with 170 sa-
chets of brown sugar
and 2900 intoxicant
tablets worth about Rs
4.10 lakh.

Some of the major
cases of theft included
the arrest of Anwar
Khan, Dwarika Das
Manikpuri, Sagar Sen,
Som Chand Soni alias
Guddu, Raju Soni alias
Omkar and Jitendra
alias Jitu Pawar in total
41 cases of theft.

About 1.30 kg of gold
jewellery, about 6 kg of
silver jewelery and Rs 01
lakh in cash were recov-
ered from them. Old
Bhilai Police solved the
incident of theft of mo-
bile phones and acces-
sories from the mobile
shop and recovered 41
mobiles from the ac-
cused Jitu alias Jitendra
Baya.

Major action taken
against vehicle theft in-
cluded the case of Old
Bhilai Police Station in
which a stolen truck
trailer was recovered
from the accused
Hareram Manjhi. Police
Station Khursipar ar-
rested the accused
Shubham Nandi, Ayush
Tiwari and Pritam
Nishad with 10 vehicles.

In another case, Police
Station Khursipar recov-
ered the stolen truck num-
ber CG 07 AE 5534. Several
cases of chain snatching
and loot were also solved
in the year 2022.

ACCU team identified
the accused with the help
of CCTV footage and ar-
rested Ravi Gupta and
Mahesh Yadav with 03
pieces of gold chain and
02 scooters worth 05
lakhs. In another case,
Rajat Singh of
Khursipar, Dheeraj
Manjhi of Khursipar
and Kuldeep Kaushik
were arrested with mo-
bile phones, sold jew-
ellery and stolen 
vehicles.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: Over ten
thousand devotees partici-
pated in the 151 Kundiya
gayatri Mahayajna which
was organised to celebrate
the silver jubilee of
AshwamedhMahayagya
which was organised in
the year 1993 in Bhilai. The
mega religious event came
to an end with poornahuti
on Friday. On the last day,
AWGP Chief ShailBala
Pandya, Devsanskriti
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya and the women
awareness wing chief
Shaifali Pandya were spe-
cially present.

The dignity of a man
lies in the fact that whoev-
er takes the highest resolu-
tion, should reach it to per-
fection. Man is not perfect
but should make continu-
ous efforts to attain perfec-
tion. Idealists interested in
sacrificial life should take
this vow in the direction of

perfection and keep mov-
ing forward till achieving
the goal. It is only expected
from human beings that
they should avoid inferior
tendencies and move to-
wards divinity. With these
wishes, the 151 Kundiya
Gayatri Mahayagya was
organized at Sector 7
Dussehra ground. More
than 20000 devotees and
dignitaries attended the
Ashvamedha Silver
Jubilee celebrations. On
the last day of the grand
religious program, Dev
S a n s k r i t i
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice-
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya, Shailbala Pandya

and Gayatri Parivar Nari
Jagran chief Shefali
Pandya delivered ser-
mons. The religious ritu-
als and mahayajna were
conducted by Pandit
Shyam Bihari Dubey.

SP Singh, Mohan Umre,
RamswaroopSahu, Dr PL
Sao, Kiran Chaturvedi
welcomed their spiritual
leaders, who had arrived
from Shantikunj
Haridwar. The Mahayajna
was conducted by a team
led by Pandit Shyam
Bihari Dubey including
Ramesh Tiwari, Basant
Yadav, Narayan
R a g h u v a n s h i ,
M a n h a r a n S a h u ,

Parmeshwar Sahu,
Bhushan Chaudhary,
Vikas, Vinod Netam,
Chandrabhan Maurya and
Gora Prasad. On the last
day, about five thousand
devotees offered aahutis to
the YagyaDevta. On the
last day, Dr Chinmay
Pandya said that everyone
lives for themselves but
you all should learn to live
for others. The one who
lives and dies for others;
his life is Ramayana and
deed is Geeta. We should
lead an ideal life, he said.
ShailBala Pandya also
gave Diksha of Gayatri
Mantra to the devotees.
After the Mahapurnahuti,

Aarti was offered to the
deities and prayers were
offered for world welfare,
happiness and peace.

MP Vijay Baghel, Rajni
Baghel, Dr Dayaram Sahu,
R a m s h i l a S a h u ,
Lakshmipati Raju, Deputy
Zone Coordinator SP
Singh, AP Singh, Raj
Kumar Singh, Dhiraj Lal
Tank, VP Singh, Dr PL
Sao, Yogendra Sahu, YK
Sahu, Anita Sahu,
Vasudev Sharma,
LoknathSahu, Mohan
Umre, Alakh Ram Nayak,
RamswaroopSahu, Prithvi
Pal Sahu, SaraswatiUmre,
Laxman Dewangan, Sunil
Vaishnav, SahdevSahu,
Rajmani Dubey, Dr S
Kumar, Jaikant Poddar,
Dhirendra Sahu,
RamadharMahilang, stu-
dents of Dev Sanskriti
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
SankaraKumhari and
members of Gayatri
Pariwar played a vital role
in making the event a
grand success.

ACCU recovers lost mobiles;
distributes to owners  

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3300:: Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit of Durg Police has recovered
133 lost mobiles worth Rs 27 lakhs.
On the instructions of the Inspector
General of Police, the ACCU traced
the lost mobiles and now the recov-
ered mobiles are being distributed
to the owners. 

While addressing media persons
here at the Police Control Room on
Friday, SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that the police stations are
regularly getting reports of missing
mobiles. Taking the matter into cog-
nizance, Inspector General of Police
(Durg Range) Dr Anand Chhabra (IPS)
had given instructions to trace the
missing mobiles and hand them over
to the applicants. Under the guidance
of Additional Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Crime)

Nasar Siddiqui, the Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra traced the lost mobiles and
distributed them to the concerned
mobile owners. As per the instructions
of senior officials, ACCU conducted a
campaign to find the mobiles on the
basis of applications received in the
year 2021-2022. 

With tireless hard work and dedi-
cation, the Anti-Crime and Cyber Unit
recovered 133 lost mobiles which
were being used by other persons in
Durg, Bhilai, Rajnandgaon, Balod,
Bemetara and Raipur areas. Total
value of the recovered mobiles is
about Rs 27 lakh. The recovered mo-
biles are being duly distributed to the
concerned applicants. On the instruc-
tions of the Superintendent of Police,
a list of the IMEI numbers of recov-
ered mobiles will be uploaded on the
social media accounts (Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter) of Durg Police. 

BMC GBM approves all proposals within two hours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: On Friday,
the General Body Meeting
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation approved all
the proposals within two
hours. The ruling
Congress got the advan-
tage of having a majority
in the house while the op-
position appeared helpless
as they failed to corner the
ruling party over signifi-
cant issues including the
recent outbreak of diar-
rhoea in Camp area.

The meeting began at

11:00 hrs on the day. The
opposition corporators de-
manded from the Mayor to
give his statement on the
outbreak of diarrhoea.
The BJP corporators in-
cluding Daya Singh,
Rikesh Sen, Piyush
Mishra, P Shyamsundar
Rao and others tried to
create a scene in the house
over this issue. On this the
Mayor stated that discus-
sions on other issues will
be done after the debate on
agenda. He started read-
ing out the proposals in-
cluded in the agenda. Over

the issues of making alter-
native arrangements for
the shopkeepers affected
due to Canal Road,
Corporator Piyush Mishra
demanded to conduct an
inquiry over the owner-
ship of a land. Thereafter,
the Mayor tabled the pro-
posal to rename the Power
House Fish Market after
former Corporator Late
Gaffar Khan. On this
issue, BJP corporators
questioned who had raised
this demand. BJP
Corporator Bhojraj Sinha
stated that mother of

Shaheed Vikram Manjhi
has demanded to name
this fish market after her
son's name. Mayor replied
that a Square has been al-
ready named after
Shaheed Vikram Manjhi
and further stated that
Late Gaffar Khan had
been doing business in
this fish market for a long
time and he was a member
of the house for a long pe-
riod. After a noisy scene,
the proposal was finally
passed on the basis of ma-
jority. The Fish Market
will be named after Late

Gaffar Khan.
The General Body fur-

ther approved the propos-
als to construct CC Road
from Gaurav Path to Azad
Square in Ramnagar
Ward. Drain construction,
Tubular Pole installation
etc will also be done.
Further, one part of the
sector 1 garden will be
named after Late Mini
Mata while the second
part will be named after
Shaheed Amit Nayak.

During the discussion
on the city sanitation, MiC
member Laxmipati Raju

entered into an argument
with BJP Corporator
Piyush Mishra. Mishra de-
manded discussion over
the deaths of two sanita-
tion workers and ques-
tioned why the Black
Listed contractors have
been awarded works and
how the BMC is going to
make payments to them.
The opposition tried to
corner the ruling party
over the issue of city sani-
tation but failed in their at-
tempt. All the proposals of
city sanitation were
passed with majority. The
opposition tried to raise
several other issues but
discussion was not held.

Publicising the achieve-
ments of his department,
Congress Corporator from
Radhika Nagar and MiC
member Aditya Singh had
come in house wearing a
text banner in which the
significant works done in
the field of education,
sports and youth welfare
were displayed.
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151 Kundiya Gayatri Mahayajna concludes with poornahuti

Model Gauthan
inaugurated in
new Ganjmandi

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3300:: The DurgMunicipal
Corporation has constructed a model
Gauthan in New Ganj Mandi at
Dhamdha Naka, taking forward the
state government's important
scheme Narwa, Garwa, Ghurwa and
Bari. This Gauthan will be the second
of its kind of the city. The first one in
Gokulnagar Pulgaon is being operat-
ed by Women self help group. On this
occasion MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, State Backward
Classes Commission Vice Chairman
RN Verma, Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh Chandrakar,
Speaker Rajesh Yadav, District
Central Cooperative Bank President
Rajendra Sahu, Madrasa Board
President Altaf Ahmed, Agricultural
Produce Market President Ashwani
Sahu, MIC Abdul Gani, Members of
the newly created Gauthan
Committee and MIC members Bhola
Mahobia, Deepak Sahu, Mandeep
Singh Bhatia, Shankar Thakur,
Jayashree Joshi, General Secretary
Sandeep Vora, worshiped cows in the
newly constructed Gauthan during
the inauguration.



FOUNDATION DAY

Students of Rashtriya Ucchatar Madhyamik Vidyalaya presented variety of cultural

programmes on its foundation day here on Friday.

FIR registered against several BJP leaders 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3300::  Bharatiya
Janata Party gheraoed
Municipal Corporation the
Raipur Police have registered
FIR against more than 100
BJP leaders and workers for
allegedly going on rampage,
scuffling with the cops, mis-
behaving with the lady cops
and damaging the properties
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) during
their protest dharna. The FIR
has been registered on com-
plaints of a policeman and
Zone-4 commissioner.

It was told that the BJP
leader climbed on the iron
grill at the gate in order to
climb the balcony of the cor-
poration office. They

allegedly scuffled with the
policemen besides abusing
them on being prevented
from climbing the balcony. It
was claimed that police con-
stable Ravi Podiyam was also
assaulted and suffered an
injury near his ear. Woman
constable Manju Minj too
was attacked with a ball of
wet clay in her eyes.

Phuleshwari Netam too
was assaulted. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Jyotsna Chowdhary
also suffered a cut on her
neck. Complaint has been
registered against BJP work-
ers Harish Sahu, Rahul Rai,
Bajrang Dhruv, Shubhakanr
Dwivedi, Mrityunjay Dubey,
Pranay Sahu, Sachin
Meghani, Vikas Shukla,
Sandeep Kasar, Harshila

Rupali Sharma, Neetu Thakur
and 50 others. According to
the complaint of Zone 4
Commissioner the iron grill
channel of the main door of
the corporation building,
window panes, pots were
broken during the BJP’s
protest. A political flag was
placed in the balcony of the
Corporation building. 

Meanwhile according to
BJP District President Jayati
Patel the police personnel
manhandled the BJP workers
and leaders. BJP leaders and
workers were also hurt. FIR
was not registered on com-
plaints of BJP leaders. Patel
said that BJP was not going
to be afraid of such FIR;
rather it will continue to
raise issues of public 
interest. 

Children mesmerize audience
with their performance

Raipur, Dec 30: The an-
nual day celebration of
Kids Paradise Play School,
Kabir Nagar was held at
the school premises re-
cently. Children, dressed
up in colourful costumes
performed at the cultural
programme organized on
the theme of patriotism.
The children of nursery
class, who were perform-
ing on stage for the first
time, got a lot of applause.

‘Desh Rangila’, ‘Sandesh
Aate Hai’, ‘Kesariya Rang’
etc. songs were mesmeriz-
ingly presented. MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma
was present as the chief
guest on the occasion.

Satbir Singh, Dr Mukesh
Shah, Poornima Tiwari
and school staff along
with Director Sachin
Sharma and a large num-
ber of parents were 
present.

Raipur, Dec 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has expressed
deep condolences on the
sad demise of four mem-
bers of the same family
in a road accident that
took place in village
Timarlaga of Sarangarh
tehsil in Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh district, when
their car fell into a un-

used mine. The mine was
filled with water up to 20-
25 feet. Chief Minister
has assured the bereaved
family of providing
every possible support in
this difficult situation.
Baghel has directed the
District Administration
to provide the best possi-
ble medical facility to
their daughter, who was
injured in the accident.
As per the provisions of
the Revenue Book
Circular (RBC), financial
aid of Rs 4 lakh per de-
ceased will be provided
to the family.

Welfare of human society lies in the path shown by Baba: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3300:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that the
great message given by Guru
Ghasidas Baba, ‘Mankhe-
Mankhe Ek Samman’, the state
of Chhattisgarh is forging new
dimensions of development by
walking on the path of develop-
ment, harmony, peace and love.
The welfare of humanity is being
done by following the path
shown by Baba. We all are chil-
dren of God, Truth is God and
God is Truth. Chief Minister Mr.

Baghel was addressing a huge
gathering on the occasion of the
conclusion of the state level
Guru Ghasidas Baba Lok
Mahotsav and Jayanti Samaroh
2022, organised at Nawagarh,
development block headquarters
under Bemetara district on
Friday. Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Nawagarh Gurudayal

Singh Banjare felicitated the
Chief Minister on behalf of the
society by wearing a turban and
presenting him with a symbol.
On this occasion, the Chief
Minister worshiped Baba Guru
Ghasidas and wished for the
happiness, prosperity and wel-
fare of the state. On this occa-
sion, Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh

Baghel directed the collector to
hand over government land in
the name of Guru Balak Das Seva
Samiti on the request of Satnam
Samaj under legal process.
Along with this, announced to
give Rs one crore  for the con-
struction of Jaitkham and build-
ing in Nawagarh. Chief Minister
said that following the message
and path of Baba Guru Ghasidas,
the Satnami community is mov-
ing towards development. He
said that Satnami community
has not only been educated by
Baba’s message, but by being
aware and leading, is contribut-
ing significantly in the develop-
ment of Chhattisgarh along with
its society. He said that the
youth of Satnami community are
moving forward by taking inspi-
ration from Baba’s blessings and

message and are contributing in
the development of
Chhattisgarh. The Chief Minister
said that the message given by
Baba Guru Ghasidas is not only
for one person, one society, one
state and one country, but it is
relevant even today for the
whole world. The Chief Minister
said that if we imbibe even one
word and one line of the mes-
sage given by Baba Guru
Ghasidas in our life, then our
whole life will become meaning-
ful. He said that Baba Guru
Ghasidas has given his message
to the society in a very direct and
simple way. The message he has
given will remain unforgettable
for the entire human society.
Guru Ghasidas has said that
Satnaam is the essence, it
inspires every living being to be

ready for the truth in every
moment. Similarly, the mes-
sage of Guru Ghasidas that
truth is the ornament of man,
always inspires us to imbibe it
in life by adopting true path
and qualities. On this occasion,
Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel gave away cash award
and trophy to the winners of
the state level Open Panthi
dance organised at
Government High School
Ground, Nawagarh. Satsang
Balika Panthi Party Nikum
Durg, who came first in the
competition, was given Rs 1.51
lakh and trophy. Similarly,
Adarsh Panthi party Deori,
Mungeli got Rs 1.10 lakh and
trophy for the second position
and Satya Prachar Panthi
young man Pitora (Nandani

Ahiwara) got Rs 75 thousand for the third position.

Postcard campaign of youth-students
in support of reservation bill

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 30:
Congress and its stu-
dents wing NSUI have
launched a postcard
campaign in support of
reservation amendment
bill. Under the campaign
signatures of youth
would be collected by
setting up stalls outside
colleges, coaching cen-
tres and libraries, said
Youth Congress state
president Akash
Sharma and NSUI state
president Neeraj Pandey
at a press conference
here today. All the
signed postcards would
be sent to the Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey in a

bid to seek her signature
on the reservation
amendment bill.

They charged the
Governor with playing
politics with the support
of BJP on the issue. The
reservation amendment
bill was passed in the
state legislative assem-
bly and then sent to the
Governor for signature.
But the bill is pending in
Raj Bhavan since 2nd
December, they said.
The bill has provision of
32% reservation for ST,
13% for SC, 27% for OBC
and 4% for EWS. They
alleged that Governor
was not signing the bill
at the behest of BJP.

Both the leaders said

that they would contin-
ue to work to raise voice
in the interests of the
poor, reserved category
students and unem-
ployed.

Akash Sharma said
that ‘Chhatra Yuva
Adhikar Agrah Kendra’
would be opened outside
all colleges, universities,
coaching centres and li-
braries across the state.
Students and youth will
sign postcards raising
their plight before the
Governor through
‘Agrah Kendra’, he said,
adding that the youth
would send postcards
signed by them from
cities and towns to the
Governor.

CM Baghel pays tribute to
Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla 

Raipur, Dec 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has paid tribute to free-
dom fighter and first
Chief Minister of undi-
vided Madhya Pradesh,
Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla on his death an-
niversary on Dec 31. Chief
Minister Baghel said that
Pt. Ravi Shankar Shukla
was a popular mass
leader and efficient ad-
ministrator. During his
tenure as Chief Minister,
he played an important
role in formulation and

implementation of devel-
opment schemes in vari-
ous sectors including edu-
cation, health and irriga-
tion in Chhattisgarh re-
gion.

Ravi Shankarji played
an active and leading role
in many national move-
ments during the freedom
struggle. He created mass
awareness against the
British rule in
Chhattisgarh and in-
spired people to cooperate
in various movements of
Gandhiji. Chhattisgarh
government will continue
to take forward the works
of Ravi Shankarji, said
Baghel.

National conference of
architects on Jan 6-7

Raipur, Dec 30: The
Chhattisgarh Chapter of
The Indian Institute of
Architects (IIA) is going
to organise two-day na-
tional conference of ar-
chitects from January 6,
2023 at Pt Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
here. Prior to this confer-
ence the national meeting
and building material ex-
hibition of architects
would be inaugurated on
January 5, 2023.

The national confer-
ence will be inaugurated
on January 6 morning in
presence Of IIA national
president and executive.
On the same day, presen-
tation of Architect

Alaska from Netherlands
and Aniket Bhagwat from
Mumbai will be held in
the first technical session.
In the second technical
session, there will be a
presentation by Architect
Gurujit Singh Matharu
from Ahmedabad,
Architect Prasanna More
from Pune and Architect
Vinu Daniel from
Trivandrum.

On January 7,
Architect Samip Padora
from Mumbai, Manish
Gulati, Architect from
Delhi and Manjunath,
Engineer from Bangalore
will present their views.
Architect Abin
Chowdhary from Kolkata,

Brinda Soumya from
Mumbai will also present
their views in the second
technical session of the
day. A building material
exhibition has also been
organized for the general
public from 10 am to 9 pm
during the conference.
The conference is being
organised with the sup-
port of Indian Institute of
Interior Designer Raipur
Branch, CREDAI, Indian
Building Congress and
Practicing Engineer
Welfare Association.
Students of NIT, Amity,
ITM, NIFD Chanakya and
Aesthetic Institute will
participate in the confer-
ence.

Governor, CM condole demise 
of PM Modi’s mother

Raipur: Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
expressed profound grief
over the demise of Smt.
Heeraben Modi, mother of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi. “I pray
that her soul rests in peace
and may God give enough
strength to the bereaved
family members to bear
the irreparable loss. The
sympathies of all the

countrymen including
people of Chhattisgarh
are with the Prime
Minister”, she said.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel ex-
pressed profound grief
over the demise of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s mother Smt.
Heeraben, and paid trib-
utes to her. He said that
‘the loss of a mother is

like the collapse of the
main pillar in life, which
leaves a huge void in one’s
life. In this hour of grief,
may God give enough
strength to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the bereaved family
members to bear the ir-
reparable loss. I pray to
God to grant the virtuous
soul a place at His feet’,
added Chief Minister.

Govt decides to start special scheme
for renovation of schools

Raipur, Dec 30: In the
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his res-
idence office today, cabinet
has decided to start a spe-
cial scheme for the renova-
tion of school buildings.
Under this scheme, a total
of Rs 780 cr will be spent
on the renovation of
schools.

Further in the cabinet
in order to attract in-
vestors in Nava Raipur
Atal Nagar, infrastructure
development fee has been
revised to determine the
lease premium of plots on
the basis of area category
within the sector. Cabinet
has decided to reduce the
present infrastructure de-
velopment fee from Rs.500
per square meter to Rs.100
per square meter for plot
area of more than 50 acres.

Taking an important de-
cision to improve the envi-
ronment through commer-

cial tree plantation and to
boost the income of farm-
ers, Cabinet has decided to
commence Mukhyamantri
Vriksha Sampada Yojana
in the state.

Under this scheme, a
target has been set to plant
15 crore saplings of Clonal
Eucalyptus, tissue culture
teak and bamboo, Millia
Dubia as well as the
saplings of other economi-
cally beneficial species on
nearly one lakh 80 thou-
sand acres in a duration of
five years at the rate of
36000 acres per year.
Government, semi-govern-
ment, autonomous institu-
tions of the government,
private educational insti-
tutions, private trusts,
non-government institu-
tions, panchayats and
lease land holders who
want to do plantation on
their land will be able to
take advantage of this
scheme.

Discussion was held in

the meeting regarding the
implementation of the
Millet Mission program in
the state. Joint initiative
will be taken by the de-
partments of agriculture,
forest, cooperative, pan-
chayat and rural develop-
ment, school education,
scheduled caste and tribe
development, food, women
and child development
and Gramodyog, indus-
tries, culture, commerce
and industry, tourism,
public relations, home and
jail, commercial tax and
health and family welfare.

The cabinet also ap-
proved draft of the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Regularization of
U n a u t h o r i z e d
D e v e l o p m e n t
(Amendment) Bill-2022
was approved. The draft of
the Chhattisgarh
Gambling (Prohibition)
Bill-2022 was approved.
Proceedings of the 23rd
meeting of the Central

Regional Council held in
Bhopal on August 22, 2022
and the new agenda point
for the upcoming meeting
of the Standing
Committee of the Central
Regional Council were dis-
cussed and Chief Minister
was authorized to finalize
the agenda point for the
upcoming meeting.

Cabinet has decided to
constitute district-level ag-
glomeration and district-
level committee in 5 new
districts for monitoring
the cluster level imple-
mentation of the central
and state sponsored
schemes related to inter-
departmental and inter-
body.

The amendment draft of
Chhattisgarh Motor
Vehicle Taxation Act 1991
for levy of lifetime tax
from ambulance category
vehicles was approved.
The draft of amendment
in the Chhattisgarh Motor
Vehicle Taxation Act 1991

and Rules 1991 was ap-
proved to increase the tem-
porary registration tax on
vehicles.

Cabinet has decided to
distribute fortified rice in
all the districts of the state
to the ration card holders
(except APL) under the
state scheme. An amount
of Rs 26.42 crore will be
spent on this work.

Cabinet has decided to
distribute free food grains
on Antyodaya and priority
ration cards issued under
the Chhattisgarh Food and
Nutrition Security Act
2012, similar to the distri-
bution of free food grains
from the month of
January 2023 to December
2023 on the ration cards is-
sued under the National
Food Security Act 2013.

The draft of amendment
in Chhattisgarh Industrial
Land and Management
Rules 2015 was approved.

The report of judicial
inquiry into the incident
of the death of Honorable
MLA Shri Bhima Mandavi
of Assembly Constituency
No. 88 Dantewada was pre-
sented.

Decision was taken re-
garding valuation of as-
sets under Chhattisgarh
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical College
Durg (Acquisition) Act
2021.
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To spend total of 
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aid of Rs 4 lakh each
under RBC
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Samiti soon

Annual day 
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p For RMC ‘rampage’
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State-level Surta Samman ceremony
of late Tarachand on Jan 1

Nandini Ahiwara, Dec
30: Under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh Cultural Cell,
the state level Surta
Samman ceremony of late
Tarachand Sahu and an-
cestors will be organized
in Ahiwara Nagar on
January 1, in which the
memory of senior people
of Sahu community will
be honoured and a free
health check-up camp will
also organized by the sen-
ior doctors of Sahu Samaj.
State, District, Tehsil,
Area, unit level office
bearers are expected to at-
tend this event.

For the preparation of
the said event, a review
meeting was held at Sahu
Sadan Ahiwara under the

chairmanship of Lakhan
Lal Guruji General
Secretary and in this
Shyamlal Sahu President,
Tehsil Sahu Sangh
Dhamdha and regional
presidents and Mahant
Leeladhar Das, the con-
venor of City Sahu Sangh
Ahiwara and Cultural Cell
State Sahu Sangh were
present.

The meeting was held in
the presence of Dr.
Rajendra Sahu, General
Secretary, Cultural Cell,
Anuj Sahu, Councilor,
Hemant Sahu, Vikram
Guruji, Sukrit Sahu,
Bhukan Sahu, Kundan
Sahu, Gangaram, Puranik
Sahu, Kirti Sahu,
Khemesh Sahu etc. office
bearers of the society.

State’s 1st TAVI Valve Implantation at
ACI of Ambedkar Hospital

Raipur, Dec 30: Doctors
in Advance Cardiac
Institute (ACI) of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur gave a new
life to a 72-year-old man by
successfully performing
Transcatheter Aortic
Valve Implantation (TAVI
Process) procedure to im-
plant valve within valve at
his heart. Head of
Cardiology Department,
Advance Cardiac Institute,
Dr Smit Srivastava and
team implanted TAVI
valve inside the old surgi-
cal valve of the patient in
the high risk category at
the stage called old age.

Dr Smit Srivastava im-
planted a new valve inside
a pre-implanted surgical
valve in a high-risk elderly
patient with hypertension

and rheumatic heart dis-
ease, through a thin wire
(similar to the way a stent
is placed in a blood vessel
during angioplasty). This
whole process is called
valve-in-valve TAVI. This
is the first case in the state
to implant a valve inside a
valve through tran-
scatheter aortic valve im-
plantation (TAVI) in the
disease of aortic valve nar-
rowing or aortic stenosis.
Giving information about
the case Cardiologist Dr
Smit Srivastava, said that
a paramount valve was
transplanted in the elderly

patient in the year 2009
through open heart sur-
gery in a private heart hos-
pital. In February 2022, the
patient started having
problems due to this valve.
According to him the life
span of a person suffering
from aortic stenosis re-
mains only for three years
due to angina or pain in
the heart.

If dizziness comes and
faints, then the life span re-
mains only for 2 years, he
said and added that the eld-
erly patient had chest pain
and dizziness and heart
function was only 35 per-

cent. It was a high risk
case so it was decided to
treat it with TAVI proce-
dure, he said, adding that
the mean gradient of the
valve was greater than 60
mmHg.

Looking at all this, it was
decided to transplant valve
in valve to this patient and
successful transplant was
done on 22nd December, he
said. The loss of sodium
from the patient’s body has
decreased, he said, adding
that the patient became
completely healthy.

Dr Srivastava attributed
success of this procedure
to government’s health as-
sistance scheme, support
of all the doctors and other
staff. He also mentioned
the support of CTVS
Department head Dr KK
Sahu and Dr Nishant
Singh Chandel,
Cardiologist Dr Jogesh
Vishandasani, Resident
Doctor Pratik Gupta, Dr
Kumar Ujjawl and Dr Ekta
Singh, Dr Shruti from
Anaesthesia and Critical
Care.

Farmers now reaching banks instead of moneylenders: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara (Nawagarh),
Dec 30: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday reached Dadhi
village of Nawagarh as-
sembly constituency
under the Bemetara dis-
trict as a part of his
mammoth public interac-
tion drive ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
Addressing the people
present in Dadhi village,
he said that the farmers
of Chhattisgarh are buy-
ing agricultural land, in-
vesting in agriculture,
and building the future of
their children. Earlier
farmers used to go to the
moneylender’s house,
but now their money re-
mains deposited in the
bank. The money being
given to the farmers
through schemes is com-
ing into the banking sys-
tem, which will speed up
development, this is a big
change to bring prosperi-
ty to the farmers.

Chief Minister said,
“Our state is a rice bowl,
yet because of local cir-
cumstances, many peo-
ple had to quit agricul-
ture. Today, though, it ap-
pears that the situation
has changed. Now farm-
ers are happy in
Chhattisgarh. Chief
Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel, speaking at

Bhent-Mulaqat, said that
he came to the Nawagarh
assembly constituency in
Dadhi to take feedback
and know about the
ground reality of the
schemes being imple-
mented by the state gov-
ernment.

He is accompanied by
officials of the Mantralay
and members of the as-
sembly constituency. He
further said that the pur-
pose of this program is to
directly interact with
local people.

While discussing loan
waiver and paddy pro-
curement, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel said
that the fourth install-

ment of the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana will
be released on March 31.
Even after the COVID cri-

sis, the state government
continued to implement
various public welfare
schemes. The install-

ments were released de-
spite the challenging cir-
cumstances. He further
said, “This is a beautiful
time in Bemetara, crops
of papaya, sugarcane,
and banana are flourish-
ing.

I noticed no hay burn-
ing anywhere in
Nawagarh. I appreciate
you abiding by my re-
quest to stop the burning
of hay and to donate it to
gauthans”. He said that
the farmers of
Chhattisgarh are happy,
they are investing in
agriculture, fulfilling
their needs and so,
progress and prosperity
are on the rise.

BoB organises Sub-Committee
meeting on Financial Inclusion

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 30: Under
the chairmanship of Mrs.
Sheetal Shashwat Verma,
Director, Institutional
Finance, in association
with Bank of Baroda, a
meeting of the sub-com-
mittee of the State Level
Bankers’ Committee on
Financial Inclusion was
organised on December
28. In this  meeting, all the
bank heads were directed
by the chairperson to
open branches in the re-
mote areas of
Chhattisgarh for expan-
sion of banking branch-
es. Along with this, in-
structions were given to
Jan Dhan account hold-
ers to benefit from social
security services such as

Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana and Atal Pension
Yojana etc. and the
progress of banks in the
field of financial inclu-
sion was reviewed. The
Reserve Bank of India di-
rected to review and acti-
vate the Business
Correspondents at fre-
quent intervals, to pro-

vide financial services
smoothly in all rural and
urban areas. Mrs Shaili
Jamour, Deputy General
Manager, NABARD in-
formed all the banks
about the Financial
Inclusion Fund scheme
and informed about the
use of this fund to pro-
vide financial services in
remote areas. On behalf
of Bank of Baroda,

Network Deputy General
Manager, Chhattisgarh,
Mr. Anmay Mishra called
upon to follow the in-
structions given by the
Chairperson and gave de-
tailed information about
financial inclusion. SLBC
Chief, D.K. Upadhyay
asked all the banks to
take immediate action on
the space allotted for
banking expansion.
Heads/representatives of
all the banks of
Chhattisgarh state, repre-
sentatives of NABARD
and government depart-
ments participated in this
programme.

The program was coor-
dinated by Mr. Arvind
Verma, Senior Manager,
Bank of Baroda, Raipur.
Bank of Baroda, Mr.
Nishant Dwivedi, Mr.
Baljit Singh and Mr.
Prasannajit Mukherjee
cooperated in this pro-
gram.

CM Baghel unveiled the state 
government’s New Year calendar

Raipur, Dec 30: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today unveiled the New Year
calendar of the Chhattisgarh
government in his residen-
tial office after a cabinet
meeting. In the New Year cal-
endar issued by the
Chhattisgarh Government,
the attractive pictures ex-
pressing the colorful culture
of the state are making it
look extremely beautiful.
Through the New Year calen-
dar, the new model of devel-
opment created by the
Chhattisgarh government in
the fields of art, culture,
food, festivities, sports, con-
servation and development
of tourist places is being dis-
played. On the occasion of
the calendar release, the
members of the Council of

Ministers, the Chief
Secretary, and the
Secretaries of all depart-
ments were also present. The
picture of Chhattisgarh
Mehatari on every page of
the calendar, issued with the
theme of Chhattisgarhiya
Jagar, seems to symbolize
the pride and honor of
Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, while re-
leasing the 2023 calendar of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, gave his New Year’s
greetings and best wishes to
everyone. The Chief
Minister said that he is a
common Chhattisgarhiya
person. He has done every-

thing that an ordinary
Chhattisgarhi villager does
in his daily life. His lifestyle
has been like any other com-
mon man’s, and inherently,
he is still that common man.
The Chhatttisgarhiya flair in
his manners and behavior
has always been there and
will remain so.

He said that our culture is
very ancient and prosperous.
Our identity is governed by
our culture. Culture isn’t cre-
ated in a day, but is refined
through hundreds of years
and many generations to
reach its current form. It is,
therefore, a matter of pride
for us. The New Year calen-
dar of the Chhattisgarh gov-

ernment documents our cul-
tural heritage.

Pictures displaying the
glory of food donation on the
occasion of Chhechhera-
Punni Tihar, the beautiful
scenery showing the Maghi
Punni Mela in Rajim, the
grand and beautiful struc-
ture of the Shivrinarayan
Temple, Chhattisgarhiya
sports, and food (Bore Basi),
the center of tribal faith-
Devgudi, Hareli Tihar, the
National Tribal Dance
Festival, Teeja Tihar, Bastar
Dussehra, Chandkhuri
Dham, and Karma festival
have been included in the
calendar, which is a symbol
of Chhattisgarhiya Jagar.

Prof. Ranjan Gupta 

visited IIT Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: Prof.
Ranjan Gupta from the
IUCAA (Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics, Pune)
visited IIT Bhilai from
December 22 to 24, 2022.
Prof. Gupta is an expert
in astronomy, and he has

had an illustrious career
at the Institute of
Geomagnetism and sub-
sequently at the Inter-
University Centre for
Astronomy and
Astrophysics.

During his stay at IIT
Bhilai, he visited the per-
manent campus site to
see the observatory
tower which is currently
under construction. He
provided valuable sug-
gestions about the struc-
ture, data collection, and
maintenance of the ob-
servatory.

He also gave a talk re-
garding different
megaprojects in physics
and astronomy and the
contribution of India in
terms of manpower and
developing infrastruc-
ture.

He provided deep in-
sight about the kind of
work undergoing in
these mega projects and
how one can get them-
selves involved in such
projects and contribute
positively.

Of the State Level
Bankers Committee

Rainbow hues of
Chhattisgarhi culture
will be seen in the New
Year’s calendar

72-year-old man gets
new life through 
valve-in-valve procedure

CM announces slew of
development work for
Dadhi village of
Nawagarh Assembly
Constituency

>Announces to give Dadhi
village a full tehsil status

>Announces opening of
Swami Atmanand
English medium school
village Dadhi

>Announces opening of a
District Cooperative
Bank branch in
Pratappur village

>Announces construction
of CC Road from Sahda
Dev Chowk to main
entrance

>Announces construction
of community hall village
Dadhi

>Announces construction
of road from Semaria to
Sendri via Bhainsbod

>Announces to renovate
Raja Bada

>Announces construction
of a new building for
high school in
Chargawan and primary
school in Tarke

CM’s announcement 
for village Dadhi

Chief Minister has made
various announcement for
the Dadhi village which
includes giving the full
tehsil status to village
Dadhi, opening of a Swami
Atmanand English medium
school, construction of a
CC road from Sahda Dev
Chowk to the main
entrance of the village, a
Community hall to be con-
structed in Dadhi, con-
struction of road from
Semaria to Sendri via
Bhainsbod, renovation of
Raja Bada, opening of a
District Cooperative Bank
branch in village
Pratappur, a new high
school for Chargawan and
a new building for primary
school at Tarke.

Gauthan committee maintains
Gauthan with its own funds

Prabhuram, the President of the Damedih Gauthan
Committee, said that their committee has received Rs. 6 lakhs.

The money is being used for the maintenance of
Gauthans. The Chief Minister said that India’s
socialist leaders always believed policies could not
be made while sitting in air-conditioned rooms.
The state government is creating schemes in the
village and utilizing the money for the village.

Prabhuram further said that they had always dreamed of this
day. Even ancestors had this dream. Mahatma Gandhi had the
same dream. Today, this dream is coming true. The state gov-
ernment under the able leadership of CM Mr.Bhupesh Baghel is
using the village’s money for the development of the village.

Persons authorized by Divyangjan can
also take ration from the ration shop

A beneficiary raised the issue of differently-abled people
going to the ration shop to obtain rations, to which the Chief
Minister responded that orders have been issued that in such
a circumstance, authorized persons can also take rations
according to rules if reaching the shop is a major challenge.

Gendsingh Verma said that
he owns 4.5 acres of land. His
debt worth Rs. 90,000 has
been waived off. He has used
the money for borewell min-
ing. He has also done
wire fencing to obtain
the Rabi harvest.
While interacting
with the Chief
Minister, Mr. Indru
Sahu told that his
loan of Rs.1 lakh has been
waived off under the loan
waiver scheme, he has also
sold paddy, and the money
has been credited into his
account. Hearing this, the

Chief Minister asked - what
did he take for his wife, in
reply Mr. Indru told that he
has bought Kardhan for his
wife and two daughters-in-

law. A beneficiary of
Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Yojana, Anita
Sahu, said to the
Chief Minister that
she is educating her
children with the help

of the money she obtained
from the scheme. The Chief
Minister, while praising her,
said that she has given the
right direction to secure the
future of her children.

Gend Singh’s loan of Rs 90,000 waived off

During the Jan
Chaupal, Neelam Sahu, a
resident of village
Dadhi, said that they
have 4 members in the
family and they get 40 kg
of rice, and two kg of salt
free of cost. They have to
pay only for the sugar i.e.
Rs 17. While interacting
with the Chief Minister,
Ashish Sinha praised
Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.
He urged to further in-
crease the amount pro-
vided under the scheme.

Chief Minister replied
with a smile on his face
and said that Rahul ji
had also come and said
the same thing. The
amount was increased at
that time. Chief Minister
replied that the price of
gas is fixed by the
Central Government.

People praised the Rajiv Gandhi

Gramin Bhoomiheen Krishi

Mazdoor Nyay Yojana

Godhan Nyay Yojana
enabled Dulapa to bear
her family’s expenses
During the Jan Chaupal,

when the Chief Minister
asked about the Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Dulapa Yadav
said that she had sold 500
quintals of cow dung. She
has received Rs.50,000, and
she will soon receive
another Rs.50,000.
Furthermore, she does not
own any farmland. however,
she is able to run the house
with the money she earns
through  Godhan  Nyay Yojana.
While interacting with the
Chief Minister Mrs. Leela Sahu
said that her group was
formed in 2020 and they have
earned Rs.2 lakh 82 thousand
by selling vermicompost. They
are also carrying out works
related to Kodo. The Chief
Minister praised them after
hearing this.

NNeexxtt  iinnssttaallllmmeenntt  uunnddeerr  RRaajjiivv  YYuuvvaa  MMiittaann  CClluubb  YYoojjaannaa  ttoo  bbee  rreelleeaasseedd  oonn  JJaannuuaarryy  1122

During the Jan Chaupal, Panna Lal, a member of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club Umaria told the Chief
Minister about the activities of the club and said that earlier there was no such wonderful scheme.
They had organized Ramayana with this amount. Talking about the ‘Chhattisgarhiya Olympics’,
Radhika said that after so many years she played traditional sports like fugdi. Her kids also played and
they all enjoyed it a lot. Pradeep Pathak said that they had organized the competition in the village.
On this, the Chief Minister said that the next installment will be distributed to the Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club on January 12.



Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
interacted with the com-
mon people of Bemetara
assembly in Devarbija
under the state-wide meet-
ing program. During this,
the police took into cus-
tody the farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari who was
going to submit a memo-
randum to the Chief
Minister regarding the ex-
pansion of irrigation facil-
ities and villages affected
by the erroneous delimita-
tion.

During this, the farmer
leader told the police per-
sonnel that the Chief

Minister has come to meet
the common people of
Bemetara assembly under
the meeting program. In
such a situation, he is
being prevented from
handing over the memo-
randum informing the
Chief Minister about the
problems of the area,
which is unfortunate.

The farmer leader said

that the villagers of 18 vil-
lages are suffering due to
the erroneous delimita-
tion during the division of
Bemetara- Durg district.

The villagers of these
villages have to visit the of-
fices of Durg- Bemetara
for their every minor prob-
lem, yet the problems are
not resolved. That's why
they were going to meet

the Chief Minister to de-
mand that these villages
should be completely in-
cluded in the Bemetara
Assembly.

During this, Gokul
Sahu Subhau Sahu
Ajay Mishra, Manoj
Patel, Maheshwar
Patel, Manoj Sinha,
Govind Sahu Pun U
Sahu Balram Rai,
Dnyaneshwar Sahu,
Shantilal Kurre,
Jeevan Banjare,
Nathuram Sahu,
Topender Sonwani,
Kishan Patel, Naresh
Rai along with farmer
leader , Tilak Sinha,
Sandeep Sharma,
Dilip Sahu, Arun
Tiwari, Bajrang,
Karan Dubey,
Umashankar Verma,
Bhuneshwar Patel,
Surendra Sahu,
Yogendra Rajput,
Keshlal Sahu, Saroj
Pal etc were present.

DSWB observe ‘Gaurav Mah’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 29: On occa-
sion of Armed Forces Day
on Dec 7 and 'Vijay Diwas'
on Dec 16, 'Gaurva Diwas'
was observed. In this con-
text, District Sainik
Welfare Board (DSWB)
member, para-comman-
does and teacher-
Purshottam Kumar
Chandra, Kalyan convener
Maj. Shivendra Pandey

(retd.), Accountant
Surendra Rathore felicitat-
ed many from block head-
quarters Takathpur by
pinning them with the
token Armed Forces Flag.
Among those felicitated in-
cluded- Head Master Govt
Primary School
Nadiyapara Chana
Dongari- Manharan Lal
Kaiwart, Teachers- RK
Bhoi, Bhupendra Kashyap,
Keshav Prasad Sahu, RK
Kashyap, Ashwini Kurre,
Chandresh Tiwari,
Mahesh Kaushik, teacher-
Ramsheela Kashyap, staff
of the School- Vimala Bai,
Sunita Dhangarh.

Kalyan convener on this

occasion gave information
about the amount handed
over to the family mem-
bers of the soldiers which
was collected on occasion
of Armed Forces Day and
about other economic as-
sistance given to them. The
programme began with
the state song.

The School's manage-
ment felicitated Kalyan
convener and accountant
with the flower bouquet. It
was conducted by PK
Chandra. Th members of
District Sainik Board ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the School family for their
kind gesture towards the
Sainiks.

Sangh has been rendering services
for the society for long: Sharma

Central Chronicle News

Kasdol, Dec 30: The
week-long training pro-
gramme of 'Prathamik
Shiksha Varg' of RSS in
Saraswati Shishu Mandir
(SSM) Balodabazar dis-
trict concluded here on
Thursday. The chief
speaker in this training
programme on the con-
cluding day was Jagdish
Patel (Sah-Prant-Sampark
Chief) and chief guest was
Verma Sharma Principal
Indra Devi Gouraha
Vidyalaya. Special guest
on the occasion were
Khodasram Kashyap
District Sangh-Chalak-
and Rajendra Nirala- Varg
Karyavahak.

In this programme, the
entire 'Vrath' of pro-
gramme was put forth by

Varg Karyavah Rajendra
Nirala. Niralaji inforemd
that in this training, all
the RSS workers from en-
tire Mandal Khand came
on their expenditure and
took part in the training
and it was residential
training.

In this the RSS workers
were imparted training on
physical and mental devel-
opment. Speaking on the
occasion chief guest said
that RSS has been working
for the society and the na-
tion since beginning and

despite being in adverse
conditions, has always
worked to achieve its tar-
get. In this world's largest
organisation, the people
from different sections of
society are gathered and
imparted training on pa-
triotism and for the wel-
fare of society and nation.

Chief Speaker in his ad-
dress held detailed discus-
sions on the country, reli-
gion, culture and ex-
change of thoughts and
said that Sangh has always
being favourable for devel-

opment of country's rich
culture and heritage and
participation of people in
it.

There are many activi-
ties of RSS viz. 'Gousewa',
'Kutumb Prabodhan', 'envi-
ronment' and other sub-
jects, wherein discsusions
are held to create aware-
ness in the society.

He also informed that
any person joining RSS al-
ways comes and is filled
with sentiments of RSS
and as & when emergency
or adverse situations have

come before country,
Sangh and its workers
have done remarkable
work in favour of people
and the society.

The RSS workers get-
ting trained in this camp
will make efforts for more
of an organised society
and would unite people
with Hindutva philosophy.
Through this 7-day train-
ing, RSS worker develops a
sense of dedication and ac-
countability towards the
society, he added.

The vote of thanks was
proposed by all arrange-
ments head and 'Sah-
Khand Karyavah'-
Puneshwar Nath Mishra
and he expressed grati-
tude towards all those who
extended help and cooper-
ation in making this train-
ing camp a grand success.
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Adequate resources in district
to deal with Covid-19: Collector
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 30: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha here
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the Medical
College affiliated district
hospital with the aim of
ensuring the availability
of health resources in the
district as per the instruc-
tions of the government to
deal with any situation of
Covid infection.

He reviewed the facili-
ties available in the newly
constructed 20-bed Covid
ward in the hospital prem-
ises and said during the in-
spection that adequate
health resources are avail-
able in the district to deal
with the possible situation
of Covid infection.

All the medicines are
available as per the proto-
col as per the instructions
of the government and
jumbo oxygen cylinders
are also available in suffi-
cient quantity, he said.
The Collector said that all
preparations are being en-
sured by the district ad-
ministration for any up-
coming challenges and
along with this, all the

health facilities are being
continuously developed as
per the instructions of the
government.

During the inspection of
the 20-bed Kovid ward,
Collector Mr. Jha took
stock of electricity, water,
cleanliness and other facil-
ities in the ward and in-
structed civil surgeons
and other health officials
to work fast in this direc-
tion to ensure oxygen sup-
ply in the Covid ward from
the PSA oxygen plant built
in the premises.
Additional Collector
Pradeep Sahu, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey along with other
officers of Medical College
and Health Department
were present.

Seven-day NSS camp begins in GNPGC
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 30:
The seven-day NSS camp
began under the direction
of Principal Govt. Nehru
PG College (GNPGC) and
Programme office of NSS
Unit Hemuram Padme
and Neelam
Chaturvedani here on Dec
28.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by chief guest MLA
Bhuneshwar Shobharam
Baghel in Gram Karela
Bhavani by garlanding on
the photo of Goddess
Saraswati and lighting of
traditional lamp. It was
organised jointly under
aegis of Govt Nehru PG
College, Dongargarh and
Govt HS School,

Bhandarpur.
Special guest was

Sarpanch Gram Karela
Kaushalya Devlal
Kanwar, District
Panchayat member
R'gaon- Viplav Sahu,
Murli Verma Janpad
Panchayat member
Khairagarh, Laxmikant
Verma Gram Panchayat

Bhandarpur Sarpanch,
Jagan Lal Sen President
Janbhagidari Samiti,
Bhandarpur and Mandir
Trust Chief; Lecturer- Dr
Asha Choudhary, Asst.
Prof. Gulshan Sinha,
Vedprakash Sahu, Govt
Nehru PG College
Dongargarh and other as-
sistants.
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Mayawati slams BJP for delay
in urban body polls 

Lucknow, Dec 30 (PTI) 

Hitting out at the ruling
BJP, Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati on
Friday said had the saffron
party not “wasted time” in
“Sangh appeasement” by
indulging in issues such as

conversion, jihad and a
survey of madrasas, the
delay in holding the civic
polls in Uttar Pradesh
could have been avoided.

Addressing a meeting of
the BSP office-bearers of
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand at the party

headquarters here,
Mayawati also slammed
the Congress, alleging that
both the grand old party
and the BJP are against
reservation. “If the inten-
tion and policy of the BJP
were not to delay the Uttar
Pradesh local body elec-
tion and hold it in a legal
manner on time, instead of
wasting time in Sangh ap-
peasement by indulging in
issues like conversion,
hate, jihad and madrasa
survey, it would have fo-
cused on OBC reservation
in the civic polls,” she was
quoted as saying in a state-
ment issued by the BSP.

The Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High Court
quashed the Uttar Pradesh
government’s draft notifi-
cation on the urban local
body polls on Tuesday and
ordered it to hold the elec-

tions without any reserva-
tion for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).

“Both the Congress and
the BJP are anti-reserva-
tion parties. Together, they
have made the constitu-
tional right of reservation
for the uplift of SCs
(Scheduled Castes) and
STs (Scheduled Tribes) al-
most inactive and ineffec-
tive and now, the same bad,
casteist, hostile attitude is
being shown with the
reservation for OBCs as
well. “Because of their
casteist intentions, thou-
sands of posts reserved for
them (SCs, STs and OBCs)
in government depart-
ments have been lying va-
cant for years. Even the
SP’s (Samajwadi Party)
thinking, policy and inten-
tions are not right on the
issue,” Mayawati said.

COVID-19: Woman who arrived from
US via Delhi-Agra tests positive

Jabalpur, Dec 30 (PTI) 

A woman who had come
from the United States of
America to Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh has tested
positive for COVID-19, a sen-
ior official said on Friday.

The 38-year-old woman,
her husband and daughter
had arrived in India to meet

kin on December 23 and
came to Jabalpur via New
Delhi and Agra, Joint
Director of Health Services
Dr Sanjay Mishra told PTI.

“She complained of cold
and cough and got herself
tested for coronavirus. Her
test report returned positive
on Thursday. Her samples
will be sent to DRDO
Laboratory in Gwalior for
genome sequencing. The
samples of her kin will be
taken during the day for

COVID-19 tests,” he said.
“The woman works in the

United States of America.
She had come to India for
three weeks for a family func-
tion in Kolkata,” Dr Mishra
added. Incidentally, the first
set of COVID-19 cases in MP
was detected on March 20,
2020 in Jabalpur. Three were
members of a family who
had returned from Dubai and
a fourth person who had a
travel history to Germany
had tested positive.

BJP’s Bihar vice prez sacked

Patna, Dec 30 (PTI) 

The BJP in Bihar on
Friday said it has sacked
one of its vice presidents,
Rajib Ranjan, for indisci-
pline, in a sign of the dis-
array into which the party
may have fallen after
being robbed of power in
the state.

The party shared a let-
ter to the effect issued by
state unit chief Sanjay
Jaiswal, dated December
29, shortly after Ranjan
claimed that he has “re-
signed” from the primary
membership.

In his letter, Jaiswal ad-
monished Ranjan for “con-
tinuing with giving state-
ments that went contrary

to the party line, ignoring
warnings given orally”.

“Your utterances have
been unbecoming of a
state vice president and
also adversely affect the
party’s reputation. You are
hereby relieved of your
post and suspended from
the party for six years”,
said Jaiswal.

Interestingly, the party
chose not to go public with
the letter until Friday af-
ternoon when Ranjan is-
sued a statement alleging
that the party had become
“infested with elements
hostile towards Dalits and
OBCs”. “The party has de-
viated from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
call for ‘sabka saath sabka
Vikas’. In Bihar, the agen-
da has become Patna-cen-
tric. Important districts
like my native Nalanda do

not figure on the priority
list”, Ranjan had alleged.

An outspoken leader,
Ranjan had been with the
JD(U) of Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and had rep-
resented Islampur assem-
bly segment for two con-
secutive terms until join-
ing the BJP in 2015.

Recently, he had embar-
rassed his party by issuing
a statement “in personal
capacity” disapproving of
the BJP vehemently de-
manding compensation to
victims of hooch tragedy
in Saran district.

This had triggered spec-
ulations that he might be
thinking of a patch up
with the chief minister
who had pulled the rug
from under the BJP’s feet
nearly six months ago by
quitting NDA and joining
the Mahagathbandhan.

‘Tunisha’s death appears to be case of murder’

Thane, Dec 30 (PTI) 

Vanita Sharma, mother
of actor Tunisha Sharma
who allegedly committed
suicide on a television
show set in neighbouring
Palghar last week, on
Friday said her death
could be a case of murder,
and also accused co-actor
Sheezan Khan and his
family of trying to force
her daughter into reli-
gious conversion.

She also claimed that
her daughter had checked

the mobile phone of Khan,
with whom she was in a
relationship but broke up
recently, and found his
WhatsApp chats with
some other woman, and
when Tunisha confronted
Khan about it, he slapped
her, stating that she was
free to do whatever she
wanted.

Tunisha, 21, who acted
in the show ‘Ali Baba:
Dastaan-E-Kabul’, was
found hanging in the
washroom on the set of
the serial near Vasai in
Palghar on December 24.
Khan was arrested on
Sunday on the charge of
abetting her suicide. He is
currently in police cus-
tody.

“Tunisha was not some-

one who could commit sui-
cide. On the day she died,
she had told me that she
wanted to go to
Chandigarh to celebrate
Christmas for two days,”
her mother told reporters
at her residence at
Bhayandar in Thane dis-
trict.

“It can be a case of mur-
der. The act of Sheezan
Khan getting Tunisha’s
(body) down and taking it
to a hospital is doubtful.
What happened in that 15
minutes needs to be
probed,” she said.

According to her, when
Tunisha first told her that
she liked Khan and want-
ed to marry him, she had
asked her to focus on her
career and decide about it

later. “Sheezan demanded
costly gifts from Tunisha.
She used to give such ex-
pensive gifts to him. Both
of them would frequently
stay at the residence of
each other’s families.
However, they broke up
later,” Sharma said.

“Once, when Tunisha
checked the mobile phone
of Sheezan, she found his
WhatsApp chats with
some other woman. When
she sought explanation
from him about it,
Sheezan slapped her said
she can do whatever she
wants,” she claimed.

The deceased actor’s
mother said when she per-
sonally asked Khan about
it, he told her that he can-
not do anything about it.

AAP accuses BJP of reneging on its MCD poll
promise of in-situ rehabilitation of slum dwellers
New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI) 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Friday accused
the BJP of reneging on
its MCD poll promise of
in-situ rehabilitation of
slum dwellers in the na-
tional capital.

At a press conference,
AAP MLA Atishi said
just before the MCD polls
on December 4, the prime
minister had inaugurat-
ed 3,024 flats at Kalkaji
and handed over the keys
to eligible beneficiaries
at Bhoomiheen camp.

She said the BJP had
told around 40,000 inhabi-
tants of Navjeevan camp
and Jawahar camp, locat-

ed opposite the
Bhoomiheen camp, that
they too will be given
flats at their location.

“It’s not been a month
and the DDA has pasted
notices at the Navjeevan
and Jawahar camps, in-
forming the people living
there that they will be
shifted to Narela and that
the JJ clusters will be
razed,” Atishi said citing
the notice.

She said the Arvind
Kejriwal government
will not let the BJP bull-
doze the JJ clusters till
the time these people get
their houses.

No immediate reaction
was available form the

BJP.
The DDA is undertak-

ing in-situ slum rehabili-
tation of 376 JJ clusters
in line with PM
Narendra Modi’s vision
to provide housing for
all. The objective of the
rehabilitation project is
to provide a better and
healthy living environ-
ment to the residents of
the JJ clusters.

Under the Kalkaji
Extension Project, in-situ
slum rehabilitation of
three slum clusters —
Bhoomiheen camp,
Navjeevan camp and
Jawahar camp — is being
taken up in a phased
manner.

Nagpur, Dec 30 (PTI) 

M a h a r a s h t r a
Bharatiya Janata Party
chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule on Friday
sought the reaction of
Congress leaders in the
state on the comments of
their Karnataka col-
league D K Shivakumar
on the border row be-
tween the two states.

Shivakumar had, on

Wednesday, asked
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai to lead an all-
party delegation to Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah to get an assurance
on the state’s stand on the
border issue.

Speaking to reporters
in Vidhan Bhavan com-
plex here, Bawankule

wanted Maharashtra
Congress chief Nana
Patole and other leaders
to clear their stand on the
aggressive statements
made by Shivakumar on
the border row.

Bawankule also
brushed aside the no-con-
fidence motion brought
by the Opposition parties
against Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar
and said it would fall flat.

Man’s death during mock drill

Kerala Human Rights Panel registers case
Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 30 (PTI): The Kerala
State Human Rights
Commission (KSHRC) on
Friday registered a case
into the tragic death of a
man while taking part in a
mock drill held in a river
in Pathanamthitta and
sought a report from the
State Disaster
Management Authority
and the District Collector
on the incident.

Binu Soman (34), who
acted as a volunteer in the
drill organised to assess
the disaster management

agencies’ preparedness to
deal with floods, was seen
drowning at Manimala
river near Keezhvaipur on
Thursday. Though the
man was rescued and ad-
mitted to a private medical
college hospital in
Thiruvalla by the officials,
who took part in the mock
drill, he later died in the
day. The Commission reg-
istered the case based on a
complaint lodged by a
human rights activist.

The complainant al-
leged that if the rescue
personnel had arrived on

time, the life of the de-
ceased man could have
been saved. The mock
drill, without taking any
precaution, was a gross vi-
olation of human rights
and action should be taken
against the officials who
were responsible for the
tragic death of the man, he
further said in the com-
plaint. V K Beena Kumari,
member, KSHRC, directed
the head of the State
Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA) and the
Pathanamthitta District
Collector to submit an ex-

planation report within
the next 15 days after ex-
amining the circum-
stances that had led to the
tragedy, an official state-
ment here said.

The Commission would
take further action after
receiving the report, it
added.

Mock drills were held at
various places in
Pathanamthitta district on
Thursday as part of as-
sessing the disaster man-
agement team’s prepared-
ness to deal with floods
and landslides.

‘Congress and JD(S) are both corrupt
and ‘parivaarvadi’ parties’

Mandya (K’taka), Dec 30 (PTI) 

Hitting the ground run-
ning in poll-bound
Karnataka, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah called
both the Congress and
JD(S) as ‘parivaarvadi’
(dynastic politics) and cor-
rupt and urged the people
of Mandya and Old
Mysuru region to support
the BJP and bring it to
power with a majority in
the state.

The BJP is considered to
be weak in the Vokkaliga-
dominated Old Mysuru re-
gion, and is focusing on
this belt to gain complete
majority in 2023 Assembly
polls. “Enough of JD(S)-

Congress, Congress-JD(S)
this time Mandya, the
Mysuru region should
make BJP win with full
majority. Congress and
JD(S) are both parivaarva-
di (dynastic politics) par-
ties, they are corrupt par-

ties,” Shah said.
Addressing a massive pub-
lic meeting as part of the
ongoing ‘Janasankalpa
Yatre’ of the state BJP, he
said, “We have seen ad-
ministration of both par-
ties, when Congress
comes, Karnataka will be-
come Delhi’s ATM and
when JD(S) comes it be-
comes ATM for a family.
Repeatedly these two par-
ties have through corrup-
tion have stopped
Karnataka’s progress.”

Stating that the time has
come to get free from ‘pari-
vaarvad’ and corruption,
Shah asked people to give
BJP an opportunity to
form the government with

full majority once, and
bring a “double engine”
government.

“In the next five years
under the leadership of
Modji we will take
Karnataka much forward
in the path of progress,”
he said, accusing both
Congress and JD(S) of
being “corrupt, communal
and also protectors of
criminals”.

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi, state BJP
chief Nalin Kumar Kateel,
party’s national General
Secretary C T Ravi among
other leaders were present
at the event.

TEACHERS PROTEST

Members of Primary Teachers (Ex-Cadre) Mahasangh supporters shout slogans 

during a protest, in Bhubaneswar, Friday.

BRIEF

Fraudsters 
ii New Delhi: The

Delhi Police has bust-
ed a gang which oper-
ated under the dis-
guise of an insur-
ance firm at a Noida-
based call centre and
cheated loan seekers
by offering them low
interest rates against
the newly purchased
insurance police, po-
lice said on Friday.
Three accused, iden-
tified as Mohit
Sharma (31), Prem
Singh (33) and Mohd.
Faisal (37), were
tracked on the basis
of technical investi-
gation including
money trail of the
amount they got
transferred by the
victim on the pretext
of processing fee and
various other
charges.
Subsequently, they
were arrested in con-
nection with the
fraud, police said.

Odisha DA
ii Bhubaneswar: The

Odisha government
on Friday announced
a four per cent hike
in Dearness
Allowance (DA) and
Dearness Relief (DR)
for state government
employees and pen-
sioners. A statement
released by the Chief
Minister’s office said
that the new hike in
DA and DR for offi-
cials and retired em-
ployees will be effec-
tive retrospectively
from July 1, 2022.
With the latest revi-
sion, the rate of DA
and DR now stands at
38 per cent. This is
the second hike in
DA this year. In
September, the state
government had an-
nounced a three per
cent hike in DA and
DR for state govern-
ment employees and
pensioners.

Murder accused
ii Thane: A man ac-

cused in a murder
case, who had been
on the run for 28
years, was appre-
hended at
Chhatrapati Shivaji
International
Airport in neigh-
bouring Mumbai, po-
lice said on Friday.
The police on
Thursday nabbed the
accused who was
wanted in connection
with the killing of
five members of a
family in Kashirmira
in November, 1994,
senior inspector
Aviraj Kurade of
MBVV police said.
Jagranidevi
Prajapati (27) and her
four children, in the
age group of three
months to five years,
were killed in their
house by three men,
he said.

Woman killed
ii Srinagar: A tourist

died while six others
were injured when their
vehicle skidded off the
road and fell into a deep
gorge in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district on Friday, offi-
cials said. The accident
occurred near Zig post
in Qazigund area of the
south Kashmir district,
they said. The deceased
has been identified as
Sheeb, from Uttar
Pradesh, the officials
said. The injured others
have been admitted to a
hospital where their
condition is stated to be
stable.

People purchase warm
clothes on a cold winder
day, at Connaught Place
in New Delhi, Friday.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addresses a public
meeting, in Mandya, Friday.

Border row

Maha BJP’s Bawankule seeks
Patole’s reaction on

Shivakumar’s statements

Mother alleges
attempted religious
conversion by
Sheezan, his family

p Leader claims 
he has quit

Samples sent for
genome sequencing

Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati during a meeting
of party’s office bearers at party office in Lucknow, Friday.

Jaipur, Dec 30 (PTI) 

Burglars stole jewellery,
Rs 1.5 lakh in cash, some
documents, and even bath-
room fittings from the offi-
cial residence of Nagaur
MP Hanuman Beniwal in
the Jalupura area here,
police said on Friday.

Beniwal noticed the

theft Friday morning and
lodged a complaint at
Jalupura Police Station.

The police station is
barely 30 metres away
from his residence.

The national convener
of the Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party (RLP)
posted a series of tweets
on the matter.

“Today, an incident of
theft at my official resi-
dence in Jalupura, Jaipur
came to my notice. As
soon as I got information
about the incident, I went
to the spot and talked to
the Home Secretary on the
telephone,” he wrote in
one of the tweets. He said
that his house is mere 200

metres away from the
Jaipur Police
Commissionerate head-
quarters and the incident
calls into question the
state of law and order in
the city. “Some cash, jew-
ellery and documents
were stolen from the resi-
dence, for which an FIR
has also been lodged.

Burglars steal jewellery, bathroom fittings from MP’s house



NEW YEAR AND CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES

The Kremlin Wall, the Spasskaya Tower, Red Square, the GUM department store, the St. Basil’s Cathedral and the
Bolshoy Moskvoretsky Bridge are decorated for the New Year and Christmas festivities in Moscow, Russia,
Thursday, Dec. 29.
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Peshawar, Dec 30 (PTI):

At least three Pakistan
Army personnel were
killed in an exchange of
fire with militants in
Pakistan’s restive Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, a
military statement said.

The exchange of fire
took place in the Kurram
district of the province,
which also led to the
killing of two terrorists,
Pakistan military’s media
wing, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR),
said. The soldiers were
identified as Subedar
Shuja Muhammad (43),
Khuzdar Naik
Muhammad Ramzan (32)
and Sukkur Sepoy Abdul
Rehman (30), it said.

The exchange of fire
took place when troops
raided a hideout in a for-
mer militant stronghold
near the Afghan border,
the statement said, adding
that the raid was carried
out to eliminate terrorists

from the area.
“Pakistan Army is de-

termined to eliminate the
menace of terrorism and
such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve,”
the statement said.

The incident came amid
a spike in terrorist attacks
across the country
claimed mostly by the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) which uni-
laterally scrapped a cease-
fire in November, effec-
tively ending a start-stop
negotiation process bro-
kered by the Afghan
Taliban, the Express
Tribune newspaper re-
ported.

The TTP, which was
comprehensively defeated
in a decisive kinetic opera-
tion by the military, has
found safe havens across
the border in Afghanistan
from where the group has
been directing its terrorist
operations in Pakistan,
the report added. Last

week, a Pakistani Taliban
fighter detonated a car
bomb in Islamabad and he
was from Kurram.

The attack was claimed
by TTP, which has reacti-
vated after the capture of
Kabul by the Afghan
Taliban.

The TTP, believed to be
close to al-Qaeda, has been
blamed for several deadly
attacks across Pakistan,
including an attack on
army headquarters in
2009, assaults on military
bases, and the 2008 bomb-
ing of the Marriott Hotel
in Islamabad.

In 2014, the Pakistani
Taliban stormed the
Army Public School (APS)
in the northwestern city
of Peshawar, killing at
least 150 people, including
131 students.

The Friday attack was
the first suicide bombing
incident in Islamabad
since the 2014 courthouse
bombing that killed 10
people.

3 Pakistan Army personnel killed
in exchange of fire with militants

Taipei, Dec 30 (AP):

Taiwan President Tsai
Ing-wen thanked navy and
army personnel on Friday
for their service defending
the island, after China sent
a record-breaking number
of warplanes and ships to-
ward Taiwan this week.
Tsai, addressing the
Taiwanese Navy’s 146th
Fleet at a naval base on
Penghu Island, said the mil-
itary maneuvers by China
earlier in the week were the
largest to date this year.
“Your duty is very heavy ...
and I wanted to thank you,
our military brothers and
sisters, for your hard work,”
she said. “Taiwan is on the
frontlines of democracy.
Only if we are prepared for

war can we avoid war, and
only if we have the ability to
wage war can we stop war.”
China’s military harass-
ment of Taiwan, which it
claims is its own territory,
has intensified in recent
years, and the Communist
Party’s People’s Liberation
Army has sent planes or
ships toward the island on a
near-daily basis.

In a 24-hour period be-
tween Sunday and Monday,
47 Chinese planes crossed
the median of the Taiwan
Strait, an unofficial bound-
ary once tacitly accepted by
both sides, according to
Taiwan’s Ministry of
National Defense. The inci-
dent came amid heightened
tensions after China fired
missiles into the sea and

sent planes and ships
across the dividing line in
the Taiwan Strait in
August after U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi vis-
ited the island. In re-
sponse, Tsai has been ac-
tively trying to reform the
island’s military and de-
fense capabilities, revital-
izing its shipbuilding in-
dustry while also actively
purchasing weapons from
the U.S. On Tuesday, she
announced the extension
of compulsory military
service from four months

to one year starting in 2024.
Tsai addressed that move

in her speech to troops on
Friday, saying Taiwan
would also modernize train-
ing for current servicemem-
bers. Taiwan now only re-
quires men to serve for four
months in the military,
which the public widely
views as insufficient for the
island’s defense. She said
the new year-long mandato-
ry service would not be a
“waste of time.” Tsai visit-
ed both a naval and army
base in Penghu, an archipel-

ago of several dozen islands
off the western coast.

Taiwan’s Tsai thanks troops after
China military maneuvers

Kyiv, Dec 30 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
vowed on Friday to deepen
their bilateral cooperation
against the backdrop of
Moscow’s 10-month war in
Ukraine, which weathered
another night of drone
and rocket attacks follow-
ing a massive missile bom-
bardment.

Putin and Xi made no di-
rect mention of Ukraine
as they held bilateral talks
via video conference.

But they hailed
strengthening ties be-
tween Moscow and Beijing
amid what they called
“geopolitical tensions”
and a “difficult interna-
tional situation.”

“In the face of increas-
ing geopolitical tensions,
the significance of the
Russian-Chinese strategic
partnership is growing as

a stabilising factor,” Putin
said.

He invited Xi to visit
Moscow in the spring.

In Ukraine, authorities
reviewed the toll from a
widespread Russian mis-
sile attack on power sta-
tions and other vital infra-
structure on Thursday
that was the biggest such
bombardment in weeks.

Four civilians were
killed during the barrage,
according to Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, the deputy
head of the Ukrainian

president’s office.
The General Staff of the

Armed Forces of Ukraine
said in its Friday morning
update that Russian forces
had unleashed a total of 85
missiles and 35 air strikes
on Ukrainian targets in
the previous 24 hours.

Russia also launched 63
attacks from multiple
launch rocket systems, the
military report said.

Following the first
waves of missiles on
Thursday morning,
Russian forces attacked

Ukraine with Iranian-
made Shahed-131/136
drones on Thursday night
and early on Friday, all of
which were shot down, the
Ukrainian air force said.

Some were aimed at
Kyiv, Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said Friday.

Of seven kamikaze
drones launched against
the Ukrainian capital, two
were shot down on the ap-
proach to the city and five
over Kyiv itself, according
to Klitschko.

Windows in a residen-
tial building and one non-
residential building were
damaged as a result of
falling debris, but no casu-
alties were reported, he
said. Further east, the
Ukrainian military report-
ed its forces shot down 10
attack drones in the cen-
t r a l - e a s t e r n
Dnipropetrovsk province
and southeastern
Zaporizhzhia provinces.

Putin, Xi hold talks as Russia fires
another Ukraine barrage

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen, center, poses with soldiers during a visit to the Penghu
Magong military base in outlying Penghu Island, Taiwan, Friday, Dec. 30. President Tsai
thanked the men and women serving in the navy and army Friday for holding up the 
island’s defense, after China sent a record-breaking number of warplanes and ships 
towards the island this week. 

I n mid-December this
year, foreign exchange re-

serves of the State Bank of
Pakistan’s (SBP) dropped to
$6.1 billion, the lowest level
since April 2014, meaning that
the SBP had reserves, just
enough to meet five weeks of
imports needed. The reserves
of commercial banks declined
by $14 million to $5.9 billion.
For the coalition federal gov-
ernment of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement with
Mian Shehbaz Sharif of the
Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) as the Prime
Minister, the financial crisis
is too severe to confront with
confidence the political uncer-
tainty in the New Year. To a
great extent  the situation was
created by the main opposi-
tion party, Tehreek-i-Insaaf,
headed by the erstwhile
Prime Minister Imran Khan
Niazi.

The foreign exchange re-
serves held by the SBP was
$6.11 billion on December 22,
2022 against $10.8 billion in
April 2022 when the PDM-led
coalition took over the reins
from the PTI-led government
through the vote of no-confi-
dence. Pakistan’s total foreign
reserves fell $570 million to
$12 billion. Financial analysts
suggest that the federal gov-

ernment has to ensure exter-
nal inflows as quickly as pos-
sible to avoid a looming de-
fault on its external obliga-
tions, especially when
Pakistan needs to keep the
IMF loan programme on
track. Farhad Rauf who
heads the independent corpo-
rate establishment, Ismail
Iqbal Securities (Private)
Limited has warned the gov-
ernment of ‘dangerously low
levels’ of forex reserves.

Pakistan has an outstand-
ing debt servicing imperative
of $8.3 billion and will have to
get rollover of $2 billion from
the UAE during the next three
months of the current fiscal
year. Besides that, another
outstanding loan repayment
of $700 million to Chinese
banks which Pakistan expects
to be refinanced. The princi-
pal amount of debt servicing
stands at $5.035 billion in the
next three months, while the
interest repayment is around
$426.88 million. Thus in all,
the outstanding amount has
gone up to $5.462 billion. In
January 2023, Pakistan has to
repay $600 million on account
of commercial loans out of
which $400 million will be
paid back to a Dubai-based
bank.

To date, Pakistan received
$5.11 billion in bilateral, and
multilateral loans and grants
in the first five months of the
current fiscal year. But the
government could only
muster up $200 million
through commercial loans in
the first five months out of the
total budgeted amount of
$7.47 billion. The government
envisaged to fetch in $2 billion
through international bonds
for which no preparatory ac-
tion has been taken up.

The PTI chairman keeps
pressing for advancing the
general elections feeling the
pulse of the electorate in
favour of the opposition. The
party keeps the threat of res-
ignation en masse of elected
members of National
Assembly and provincial leg-
islatures. However Khan too
feels that it might not be easy
to force early elections. In a re-
cent interview, he said, ‘I don’t
see elections happening now.
There is hearsay about a tech-
nocrat government being
brought forward.’. But he had
for the past months been de-
manding snap polls. This
stance was intensified after
his end of PTI’s party’s
“Haqeeqi Azadi” in
November-end. He even an-
nounced that Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assem-
blies would be dissolved to put
pressure on the Election
Commission of Pakistan.

The pressure tactics to force
early election is actually
Imran Khan’s personal per-
ception. It was not deliberated
inside the PTI. Most of the
PTI law- makers of both
National and provincial as-
semblies have not yet
processed their resignations.
Furthermore, he seems some-
what hesitant about going
ahead with his zeal for enforc-
ing early polls. Which is why,
referring to the disastrous ex-
perience of 1970i n the erst-
while East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh), he has stupefied
political analysts by resorting
to an unseemly hurry saying
“If political engineering is at-
tempted in the next general
election, then the results
won’t be good.”

Political circles in the
meantime were stunned by a

revelation by senior journal-
ist Hamid Mir that the miltab-
lishment wanted Shehbaz
Sharif as the PM in 2018. But
the PML-N president “refused
to betray” his brother and his
party, Imran Khan was picked
up by default.

According to Mir, there was
a meeting between then Chief
of Armed Forces General
Qamar JavedBajwa, then the
former DG ISI Lt Gen Naveed
Mukhtar first. Thereafter, the
then director-general of Inter-
Services Intelligence Maj Gen
Faiz Hameed was consulted. .
Mir further alleged that
Shehbaz Sharif was invited to
this meeting and the army
biggies tried to ensure
Shehbaz that he would not
have to take all his orders
from his elder brother and
party boss Nawaz. Shehbaz
politely declined the ‘offer’.

The polity of Pakistan
faces an ordeal, that too at a
time when there is a twin un-
certainty- political as well
and economic .In other
words, there is a simultaneity
of financial crisis and politi-
cal instability The PDM is a
reflex of an “all versus Khan”
dynamic, in a changing envi-
ronment. The democratic
process in Pakistan remains
vulnerable and has experi-
enced considerable instabili-
ty since the country’s inde-
pendence. ‘Corruption allega-
tions, grievances, and politi-
cal turmoil are common
themes in Pakistani history,
with the military as a recur-
rent stakeholder in politics”,
quipped a Swedish academic
who was in Islamabad,
Lahore and Karachi for a
study on the politico-social
nebula that engulfs India’s
troubled neighbor.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 88

Curtail ties 
with China

It is time for India to see
through the nefarious de-
signs of China. Instead of
trying to mend fences,
India should go ahead and
expose China’s policies on
various global platforms.
China has been continu-
ously making incursions
on borders with India de-
spite having a ‘package
settlement’ in 2005. There
is a strong need to devise
an exhaustive policy in-
stead of making piece-
meal policy changes to
deal with China. It is evi-
dent that President Xi
Jinping is vindictive to-
wards India. Despite PM
Modi’s warm welcome to
him during his visit to
India, China has been
showing hostility towards
us. India should stop
pleasing China and think
of curtailing trade rela-
tions with it. Rather, it
should consider exploring
trade avenues with coun-
tries such as Taiwan.

V Kumar, Ludhiana

Mock drills sensible
Holding mock drills is a

sensible exercise. These
drills are needed to curb
infections in view of the
New Year celebrations.
While Covid-appropriate
behaviour is really war-
ranted, tightening operat-
ing conditions for the
service industry can wait,
as, at present, India’s
caseload is quite low. A
speedy rollout of vaccines
in 2021 was a very effec-
tive measure to combat
the pandemic, but when it
came to booster shots, the
performance this year
has been disappointing.
Measures such as mock
drills, masking mandates
and vaccination drives
should be the priority.
These can help keep infec-
tions under control with-
out derailing economic
growth.

SK Panesar, by mail

Boost industrial
growth

Refer to ‘At 8-9%
growth, India will take 20
years to become devel-
oped nation, says former
RBI Governor’; no doubt
PM Modi’s vision is to
take India to dizzying
heights and he is working
to the best of his ability.
At present, India with per
capita income of $3,472 is
known as a middle-in-
come country; to be clas-
sified as a developed
country, it would require
to raise its per capita in-
come to $13,205, which is a
distant dream at the mo-
ment. To raise the growth
rate, policymakers will
have to bring about dras-
tic changes in policies, es-
pecially in the field of in-
dustrial growth, which is
the only solution to boost
economic growth.

Raj Kumar Kapoor, Ropar
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Women take selfie in the background of a sand sculpture designed by 181 Women's Help Center of Tamil Nadu Government to aware
people about violence against women and women's safety, at Marina Beach in Chennai, Friday, Dec. 30.

SAND SCULPTURE

P ele, the Brazilian king of soccer who won a record three World Cups
and became one of the most commanding sports figures of the last

century, died Thursday. He was 82. The standard-bearer of "the beautiful
game" had undergone treatment for colon cancer since 2021. He had been
hospitalised for the last month with multiple ailments. His agent Joe Fraga
confirmed his death. Widely regarded as one of soccer's greatest players,
Pele spent nearly two decades enchanting fans and dazzling opponents as
the game's most prolific scorer with Brazilian club Santos and the Brazil na-
tional team. His grace, athleticism and mesmerizing moves transfixed players
and fans. He orchestrated a fast, fluid style that revolutionised the sport a
samba-like flair that personified his country's elegance on the field. He car-
ried Brazil to soccer's heights and became a global ambassador for his sport
in a journey that began on the streets of Sao Paulo state, where he would kick
a sock stuffed with newspapers or rags. In the conversation about soccer's
greatest players, only the late Diego Maradona, Lionel Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo are mentioned alongside Pele. Different sources, counting different
sets of games, list Pele 's goal totals anywhere between 650 (league match-
es) and 1,281 (all senior matches, some against low-level competition.) The
player who would be dubbed "The King" was introduced to the world at 17 at
the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, the youngest player ever at the tournament.
He was carried off the field on teammates' shoulders after scoring two goals
in Brazil's 5-2 victory over the host country in the final. Injury limited him to
just two games when Brazil retained the world title in 1962, but Pele was the
emblem of his country's World Cup triumph of 1970 in Mexico. He scored in
the final and set up Carlos Alberto with a nonchalant pass for the last goal in a
4-1 victory over Italy. The image of Pele in a bright, yellow Brazil jersey, with
the No. 10 stamped on the back, remains alive with soccer fans everywhere.
As does his trademark goal celebration -- a leap with a right fist thrust high
above his head. Pele 's fame was such that in 1967 factions of a civil war in
Nigeria agreed to a brief cease-fire so he could play an exhibition match in
the country. He was knighted by Britain's Queen Elizabeth II in 1997. When he
visited Washington to help popularize the game in North America, it was the
U.S. president who stuck out his hand first. "My name is Ronald Reagan, I'm
the president of the United States of America," the host said to his visitor.
"But you don't need to introduce yourself because everyone knows who Pele
is." Pele was Brazil's first modern Black national hero but rarely spoke about
racism in a country where the rich and powerful tend to hail from the white
minority. Opposing fans taunted Pele with monkey chants at home and all
over the world. "He said that he would never play if he had to stop every time
he heard those chants," said Angelica Basthi, one of Pele 's biographers. "He
is key for Black people's pride in Brazil, but never wanted to be a flagbearer."
Pele 's life after soccer took many forms. He was a politician -- Brazil's
Extraordinary Minister for Sport -- a wealthy businessman, and an ambassa-
dor for UNESCO and the United Nations. 

He had roles in movies, soap operas and even composed songs and record-
ed CDs of popular Brazilian music. As his health deteriorated, his travels and
appearances became less frequent. He was often seen in a wheelchair during
his final years and did not attend a ceremony to unveil a statue of him repre-
senting Brazil's 1970 World Cup team. Pele spent his 80th birthday isolated
with a few family members at a beach home. Born Edson Arantes do
Nascimento, in the small city of Tres Coracoes in the interior of Minas Gerais
state on Oct. 23, 1940, Pele grew up shining shoes to buy his modest soccer
gear. Pele 's talent drew attention when he was 11, and a local professional
player brought him to Santos' youth squads. It didn't take long for him to
make it to the senior squad. Despite his youth and 5-foot-8 frame, he scored
against grown men with the same ease he displayed against friends back
home. He debuted with the Brazilian club at 16 in 1956, and the club quickly
gained worldwide recognition. The name Pele came from him mispronounc-
ing the name of a player called Bil. He went to the 1958 World Cup as a re-
serve but became a key player for his country's championship team. His first
goal, in which he flicked the ball over the head of a defender and raced
around him to volley it home, was voted as one of the best in World Cup histo-
ry. The 1966 World Cup in England -- won by the hosts -- was a bitter one for
Pele , by then already considered the world's top player. Brazil was knocked
out in the group stage and Pele , angry at the rough treatment, swore it was
his last World Cup. He changed his mind and was rejuvenated in the 1970
World Cup. In a game against England, he struck a header for a certain score,
but the great goalkeeper Gordon Banks flipped the ball over the bar in an as-
tonishing move. Pele likened the save one of the best in World Cup history to
a "salmon climbing up a waterfall." Later, he scored the opening goal in the
final against Italy, his last World Cup match. In all, Pele played 114 matches
with Brazil, scoring a record 95 goals, including 77 in official matches. His run
with Santos stretched over three decades until he went into semi-retirement
after the 1972 season. Wealthy European clubs tried to sign him, but the
Brazilian government intervened to keep him from being sold, declaring him
a national treasure. On the field, Pele 's energy, vision and imagination drove
a gifted Brazilian national team with a fast, fluid style of play that exemplified
"O Jogo Bonito" -- Portuguese for "The Beautiful Game." His 1977 autobiog-
raphy, "My Life and the Beautiful Game," made the phrase part of soccer's
lexicon. In 1975, he joined the New York Cosmos of the North American
Soccer League. Although 34 and past his prime, Pele gave soccer a higher
profile in North America. He led the Cosmos to the 1977 league title and
scored 64 goals in three seasons. Pele ended his career on Oct. 1, 1977, in an
exhibition between the Cosmos and Santos before a crowd in New Jersey of
some 77,000. He played half the game with each club. Among the dignitaries
on hand was perhaps the only other athlete whose renown spanned the globe
Muhammad Ali. Pele would endure difficult times in his personal life, espe-
cially when his son Edinho was arrested on drug-related charges. Pele had
two daughters out of wedlock and five children from his first two marriages,
to Rosemeri dos Reis Cholbi and Assiria Seixas Lemos. He later married busi-
nesswoman Marcia Cibele Aoki.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

I n the eyes of the world, Pele might mean a great/the greatest foot-
baller of the world; but in my dictionary, Pele was a man of gallant

heart possessing a brilliant world view.  Lot of water has flown under the
bridge since the childhood days of Pele. The  simplicity of yesteryears have
absolutely yielded place to gross consumerism due to “liberalisation” and
“globalisation” which have also brought a drastic change in the lifestyle of
the Indian society since 1991. Individuals, who were careerist and earned
high degrees have got flooded with new money. Almost the whole  erst-
while middle class have got promoted to the status of rich. Costly cars,
high-end villas, air travel, foreign tours --- all norms of luxury have got easi-
ly accessible to the “successful” lot. In contrast, life has become a hell for
those who have missed the bus of "liberalisation". Despite lack of resource,
they will have to splurge money on luxurious items on the demand of dis-
contented family members. Right from newspapers to TV to hoardings --- it
is call for enjoying luxuries all the way. Yes, all the vested interests have
come together to transform luxuries into "necessity" even for those with
limited means. And the greatest misfortune lies in the fact that con-
sumerism has no limit. Whenever a consumerist urge gets fulfilled, another
item knocks on the door. Far from appreciating the greatest treasure
named contentment, the unsatisfied lot among the middle class are splurg-
ing their limited money on luxuries so as to boost the treasury of the adver-
tisers and endangering their very own future. In contrast, during his child-
hood days plagued by acute poverty, Pele's family didn't know from where
their next meal would come from. Yet somehow his mother managed to
garner a piece of bread with a slice of banana to feed the family. Still Pele
used to think himself extremely fortunate as unlike millions of Brazilians, at
least he never went hungry. When lesser souls would have landed in ex-
treme  frustration and depression or deviated from the right path due to
abject poverty; Pele used to remain content and continue to pursue his
football skills. And the end result of his emergence as a legend is known to
all of us.  Indeed what a magnanimous, humble and noble personality.
Great player, but Greater Human being. But alas the likes of Pele can be
found few and far between in this consumerist society of today.  May his
soul rest in eternal peace.

Pele set the standard for
greatness in the land of sport

Pele: Brazil’s mighty king
of beautiful game

Pakistan is entering the year of more 
Eco-Political uncertainty in 2023

Louise Gentle, Nottingham

Trent University

D o live-born lizards have
belly buttons, and do

live-born reptiles have an um-
bilical cord? Gaelle, aged 12,
Bristol, UK

What an interesting 
question!

A belly button or tummy
button is technically known
as a navel or umbilicus.
Humans have belly buttons
because before we are born,
we are connected to our moth-
ers via an umbilical cord.
This is a tube that delivers
nourishment to the unborn
baby, known as an embryo,
and removes waste. It runs
from the placenta an organ in
the mother that provides a
source of food and oxygen to
the tummy of the embryo.

Once a baby is born, it can
get nourishment such as milk
through its mouth, and the
umbilical cord is no longer
needed. The umbilical cord

shrivels up and drops off after
a few weeks. So, a belly button
is basically a scar from where
the umbilical cord used to at-
tach to the baby's tummy.
Humans are part of the group
of animals called mammals,
and other mammal babies de-
velop inside their mother in
the same way, getting nour-
ishment from the placenta via
an umbilical cord.

Belly buttons are quite
large in humans, so they are
pretty obvious. They are also
visible in large mammals
such as dolphins, orangutans
and whales. Smaller mam-
mals like cats, dogs and mice
also have them, but the scars
do not form large holes and
they are often covered by hair
or fur. Other animal babies
develop in different ways,
though. Animals are actually
separated into three groups,
depending on how the em-
bryos develop.

The first type is the one we
have already talked about

when the embryo develops in-
side the mother and gets the
food and oxygen it needs from
the placenta. The second type
is animals that lay eggs.
These animals, including rep-
tiles, birds, amphibians and
some mammals, don't have a
placenta to provide food for
their babies. So, do they have
a belly button too?

Animals that lay eggs
Animals that develop in

eggs, rather than in a womb,
still need food. But, instead of
getting this from the mother,
the food is present in the egg
in a special area known as the
yolk sac. This is the yellow bit
that you see in the middle of
a fried egg. Don't worry, there
are no babies in the eggs that
you eat they are unfertilised,
meaning that they wouldn't
ever develop into babies.

The embryos in fertilised
eggs aren't able to drink the
nutritious yolk through their
mouths, in the same way that
human embryos can't drink

until they are born. Instead,
the embryos inside the eggs
are attached to the yolk sac by
a smaller feeding tube called
the yolk stalk that goes to the
tummy of the embryo.

The yolk stalk is similar to
the umbilical cord, and it also
dries up once the baby hatch-
es as it is no longer needed.
So, yes, animals that come
from eggs do have a belly but-
ton scar, but it is usually so
tiny that you would have diffi-
culty seeing it. But what
about reptiles like lizards or
snakes? They don't have a pla-
centa, like mammals, but
they often don't lay eggs.
They are in the third group of
animals.

Ovoviviparous animals
For these animals, the em-

bryo develops inside an egg,
but the egg stays inside the
mother. These animals are
called ovoviviparous animals.
Sometimes the mother lays
the eggs just before the babies
are born, which is what the

duck-billed platypus, an
Australian mammal, does.
Often, the eggs hatch inside
the mother, so she gives birth
to live-born babies. This is
how some sharks and rays
are born. Reptiles like snakes
or lizards are often ovovivipa-
rous. Although they are live-
born, they have not been at-
tached to their mother via an
umbilical cord.

Instead, they have received
nourishment through the
yolk sac, via the yolk stalk.
So, yes all animals have a
belly button. Even dinosaurs
had belly buttons! Recently, a
fossil of a relative of tricer-
atops was found with a belly
button scar very similar to
the scars found on modern-
day alligators. The animals
that have been attached to a
mother through an umbilical
cord, though, generally have
a much larger belly button
than those that have been at-
tached to an egg yolk via an
egg stalk.

Curious Kids: Do all animals have belly buttons?
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GST revenue 

Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
said Goods and
Services Tax (GST)
collection has in-
creased by 24.5 per
cent year-on-year to
Rs 11,967.76 crore in
April-November this
fiscal. Cheema said
the total revenue from
GST during the first
eight months of 2021-
22 was Rs 9,612.6 crore,
whereas the total col-
lection from April to
November this year
stood at Rs 11,967.76
crore. “The Taxation
department has
achieved these results
by emphasizing the
use of technology
rather than harassing
honest taxpayers
through general in-
spections,” Cheema
said in an official
statement here.

External debt 
New Delhi: India’s ex-
ternal debt stood at
USD 610.5 billion in
the second quarter of
2022-23, down by USD
2.3 billion from end-
June 2022, the finance
ministry said on
Thursday. The exter-
nal debt to GDP ratio
stood at 19.2 per cent
as at end-September
2022 as compared to
19.3 per cent at end-
June. “At end-
September 2022,
India’s external debt
was placed at USD
610.5 billion, recording
a decrease of USD 2.3
billion over its level at
end-June 2022,” it said.
Valuation gains due to
the appreciation of the
US dollar vis- -vis
major currencies such
as the euro, yen and
Indian rupee was
placed at USD 
10.6 billion.

Core sector 
Stamp duty

Kolkata: Realtors’
body CREDAI  wel-
comed the West
Bengal government’s
extension of stamp
duty rebate till March
2023. The state govern-
ment in a notification
said the two per cent
stamp duty and 10 per
cent circle rate benefit
stands extended till
March. The benefit
was introduced in
October 2021 to benefit
home buyers. “The
real estate market has
been doing well be-
cause of the rebate ex-
tended by the govern-
ment. This year the
sales have been brisk
and there has been a
record collection on
account of stamp duty
and registration fees
by the state.

Stamp duty
Kolkata: Realtors’
body CREDAI  wel-
comed the West
Bengal government’s
extension of stamp
duty rebate till March
2023. The state govern-
ment in a notification
said the two per cent
stamp duty and 10 per
cent circle rate benefit
stands extended till
March. The benefit
was introduced in
October 2021 to benefit
home buyers. “The
real estate market has
been doing well be-
cause of the rebate ex-
tended by the govern-
ment. This year the
sales have been brisk
and there has been a
record collection on
account of stamp duty
and registration fees
by the state.

ROKA CEREMONY

Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani, Nita Ambani and other Ambani and Merchant family members
during ‘roka’ ceremony of Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant, in Nathdwara, Thursday.

New Delhi, Dec 30: 

From connecting people
with 5G services to lower-
ing the cost of operations,
the country’s revitalised
telecom sector is witness-
ing the bloom of reforms,
and is set to attract more
than Rs 1.5 lakh crore in-
vestments to build up net-
works in the new year.

Once the poster boy of
India’s growth story, then
a debt-laden segment that
saw many players wither-
ing away and now riding
the wave of reforms as
well as big-ticket invest-
ments, the telecom sector
turned a new chapter in
2022. While the Adani
group is yet to unveil its
full-fledged plan for the
telecom business,

Reliance Industries
Chairman Mukesh
Ambani has committed Rs
2 lakh crore investment
for rolling out a 5G net-
work across the country
by December 2023. “It has
been an exciting year be-
cause of the launch of 5G,
a much-awaited technolo-
gy for 4-5 years. This is a
big step forward. We look
forward to a robust rollout
of 5G next year because
this year is just the begin-
ning. “We are all working
on use cases. We are
telling state governments,
ministries, startups and
innovators to come out
with innovative use cases
in the Indian context,
which will unlock busi-
nesses and will also solve
some public problems,
some challenges,”
Telecom Secretary K
Rajaraman told PTI. He

also said the government
will continue to take
measures that will lower
the cost of operations for
telecom operators, a move
that will result in higher
margins for the sector,
which had been reeling
under a debt burden for
more than a decade.
Reliance Jio has commit-
ted Rs 87,946.93 crore for
the spectrum that it has to
pay over a period of 20
years, leaving a balance of
Rs 1.12 lakh crore. While
the company had invested
a partial amount in build-
ing its own 5G core, it will
invest the majority of the
Rs 1.12 lakh in capex for
5G in 2023, according to
sources. Bharti Airtel is
expected to invest in the
range of Rs 27,000-28,000
crore and state-owned
BSNL around Rs 16,000
crore in 2023 for rolling

out an indigenously devel-
oped 4G network by TCS
and C-DoT-led consor-
tium. Later, the system
will be upgraded to 5G.
Together, investments
worth more than Rs 1.5
lakh crore are expected in
the telecom sector. COAI
Director General SP
Kochhar said the structur-
al and procedural reforms
in the telecom sector ap-
proved by the government
last year such as e-KYC,
doing away with
Spectrum Usage Charge
(SUC) for spectrum ac-
quired in a future auction,
100 per cent FDI under the
automatic route as well as
rationalisation of bank
guarantee, Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR), interest
rates and penalties, and fa-
cilitating Right of Way
(RoW) have positively im-
pacted the sector in 2022.

Telecom space to attract 
Rs 1.5 lakh cr investments for 5G
 Tariff hikes likely too New Delhi, Dec 30: 

The commerce ministry
has sought a reduction in
the import duty on gold in
the forthcoming budget
with a view to push ex-
ports and manufacturing
of the gems and jewellery
sector, sources said. In
July this year, the centre
hiked gold import duty to
15 per cent from 10.75 per
cent to check the current
account deficit (CAD) and
rising import of the yellow
metal. The basic customs
duty on gold is 12.5 per
cent. Along with the agri-
culture infrastructure de-
velopment cess (AIDC) of
2.5 per cent, the effective
gold customs duty will be
15 per cent. “As the gems
and jewellery industry has
recommended the com-
merce ministry for a cut in
the duty, the commerce

ministry has urged the fi-
nance ministry for the
same. The ministry has
also asked for tweaking
import duty on certain
other products to boost
manufacturing and ex-
ports,” the sources said.
Every year, the gems and
jewellery export industry
seeks a reduction in im-
port duty.

Former chairman Gems
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) Colin Shah said
that the industry is pin-
ning its hope on the forth-
coming Budget to push ex-
ports and generate jobs in
the sector. “Customs duty
cut on gold and a progres-
sive repair policy for jew-
ellery will help the sector
immensely. We are also
very hopeful that there
will be presumptive taxa-
tion on our special notified

zones for rough diamonds
and abolition of duty on
the seed used for lab-
grown production,” Shah,
who is also the founder
and MD of Kama Jewelry,
said. According to the
council, India has the po-
tential to be the repair hub
of the world and this poli-
cy can help increase ex-
ports by up to USD 300-400
million. The gems and jew-
ellery exports rose by 2 per
cent to USD 26.45 billion in
April-November 2022 this
year.

Gold imports have
dipped by 18.13 per cent to
USD 27.21 billion during
April-November this fis-
cal. Gold imports have a
bearing on the current ac-
count deficit (CAD). India
is the largest importer of
gold, which mainly caters
to the demand of the jew-
ellery industry.

Commerce Ministry seeks cut
in gold import duty in Budget

To push jewellery exports

Mumbai, Dec 30: 

A yellow glow is likely to
stand out amid grey geopo-
litical clouds in 2023, with
gold price projected to
touch Rs 60,000 per 10
grams in the Indian mar-
ket as more investors veer
towards safe-haven assets.
In a year where volatility
was more a norm than an
exception, gold prices in
the international market
oscillated from a peak of
USD 2,070 per ounce in
March to a low of USD
1,616 per ounce in
November and is steadily
recovering since then, ac-
cording to market experts.
At the beginning of 2022,
gold prices were around
USD 1,800 an ounce.
Currently, the yellow
metal price is hovering
around USD 1,803 an
ounce on international
markets and Rs 54,790 per

10 grams on commodi-
ty stock exchange
MCX at a time when
the rupee is at near
83-level against the
US dollar. Going for-
ward, a raft of
factors, includ-
ing geopolitical
situation, reces-
sion concerns,
inflation trends
and low ap-
petite for cryp-
to assets, are
expected to
boost gold
prices since
the yellow
metal is always considered
as a safe haven in uncer-
tain times. “Gold in the in-
ternational market is ex-
pected to trade in a range
of USD 1,670-2,000 with a
positive bias in 2023. On
the MCX gold may trade in
a range of Rs 48,500-
60,000,” Kotak Securities

Vice President and
Head Commodity
Research Ravindra V
Rao told PTI. While
the demand for gold is

likely to be re-
silient in 2023,
Rao said fur-
ther tighten-
ing of interest
rate by the US
F e d e r a l

Reserve could
cast a dark shad-
ow on yellow
metal prices at
least in the first
quarter of next
year. “Physical

demand for gold bars and
coins remains strong,
spurred by ongoing infla-
tion concerns and geopo-
litical and financial mar-
ket risks. Inflows in gold
Exchange Traded Fund
(ETF) might start gaining
momentum as the Fed is
likely approaching the

final leg of rate hikes in
the current cycle,” he
noted. Market experts
opined that Russia-
Ukraine conflict led to a
short-term spike in gold
prices before it began
falling amid stronger dol-
lar and spike in crude oil
prices.

The hike in interest
rates effected by the
Federal Reserve and other
central banks to manage
inflation during the year
also dampened sentiment
for gold, as rising yields
undermined the holding
capacity of zero-yielding
bullion, they added. At the
Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), gold
began the year at Rs 47,850
per 10 grams, then rose to
a peak of Rs 55,680 per 10
grams in March and also
touched a low of Rs 48,950
per 10 grams in
September.

Gold to retain its glitter; may touch Rs 60,000 level in 2023

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

Widening trade gap
pushed up the country’s
current account deficit to
USD 36.4 billion or 4.4 per
cent of the GDP in the sec-
ond quarter of the current
fiscal, as per data released
by the Reserve Bank.
India’s current account
balance recorded a deficit
of USD 36.4 billion in July-
September 2022-23, up
from USD 18.2 billion (2.2
per cent of GDP) in the
first quarter of the fiscal
and USD 9.7 billion (1.3 per
cent of GDP) in the year
ago period. “Underlying
the current account deficit
in Q2:2022-23 was the
widening of the merchan-
dise trade deficit to USD
83.5 billion from USD 63
billion in Q1:2022-23 and
an increase in net outgo

under investment in-
come,” the RBI said. It also
said the current account
deficit for April-June quar-
ter of 2022-23 has been re-
vised downwards due to
downward adjustment in
Customs data. “India
recorded a current ac-
count deficit of 3.3 per
cent of GDP in H1:2022-23
on the back of a sharp in-
crease in the merchandise
trade deficit, as compared
with 0.2 per cent in
H1:2021-22” the RBI added.
Services exports reported
a growth of 30.2 per cent
on a year-on-year (y-o-y)
basis on the back of rising
exports of software, busi-
ness and travel services.
Net services receipts in-
creased both sequentially
and on a y-o-y basis.

Meanwhile, the RBI’s
Financial Stability Report

said the steady net inflows
of foreign direct invest-
ment and the resumption
of portfolio flows since
July 2022 indicate that the
CAD will be comfortably
financed. Net outgo from
the primary income ac-
count, mainly reflecting
payments of investment
income, increased to USD
12 billion from USD 9.8 bil-
lion a year ago, as per a
statement on
‘Developments in India’s
Balance of Payments
(BoP) during the Second
Quarter (July-September)
of 2022-23’. “Private trans-
fer receipts, mainly repre-
senting remittances by
Indians employed over-
seas, amounted to USD
27.4 billion, an increase of
29.7 per cent from their
level a year ago,” the state-
ment added.

CAD widens to USD 36.4 bn 
or 4.4 pc of GDP in Q2: RBI data

New Delhi, Dec 30: 

As India remained a
bright spot in an otherwise
gloomy global economic
scenario, the country’s cor-
porate sector showed a
good appetite for acquisi-
tions in 2022, a year which
also saw the downfall of
some of its prominent
leaders. Cement, retail,
pharmaceuticals and
quick commerce were the
sectors that witnessed
multi-crore deals as play-
ers sought to enhance
their respective positions
in the industry. India Inc
also lost two of its leaders
— former Tata Sons chair-
man Cyrus Mistry in an
accident that brought to
the fore the need to wear
seat belts even while seat-
ed on rear seats, and
Vikram Kirloskar, vice-
chairman of Toyota

Kirloskar Motor due to a
heart attack. The cement
industry hogged the lime-
light in 2022 as far as acqui-
sitions were concerned,
with Asia’s richest man
Gautam Adani-led Adani
Group acquiring the ce-
ment business of Swiss
building material major
Holcim, consisting of
Ambuja Cement and ACC,
through a USD 6.4 billion
deal in September. The ac-
quisition gave the ports-to-
power conglomerate Adani
Group a foothold in the ce-
ment sector, making it the
second largest company
after Aditya Birla Group
firm UltraTech Cement,
which had earlier an-
nounced a nearly Rs 13,000
crore expansion to main-
tain its lead. In December,
debt-ridden Jaypee Group
announced the sale of its
cement business to Dalmia

Cement (Bharat) Ltd at an
enterprise value of Rs 5,666
crore, exiting from the seg-
ment. Interestingly, in the
retail sector, it was the col-
lapse of the Rs 24,713-crore
deal of Reliance to acquire
the retail business of the
Kishore Biyani-led Future
group in April which stood
out. Yet, billionaire
Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance ended the year ac-
quiring the Indian cash
and carry business along
with assets of Germany’s
METRO AG in a Rs 2,850
crore deal. It comprised the
operative businesses of all
31 Metro India stores as
well as the real estate port-
folio that includes six store-
occupied properties and
gave Reliance Retail
Ventures Ltd (RRVL), the
retail arm of Reliance
Industries, a significant
boost.

India Inc high on acquisitions in 2022; 
spotlight on cement, retail, pharma sectors

Mumbai, Dec 30: The
rupee gained 14 paise to
close at 82.73 (provisional)
against the US dollar in the
last trading session of 2022,
as the American currency
retreated from its elevated
levels and a rising appetite
for riskier assets among in-
vestors. The local currency,
however, ended the year on
a negative note, with a loss
of 844 paise or 11.36 per

cent, primarily led by a
strong dollar against its
major crosses overseas.
The greenback climbed in
the overseas market as the
US Federal Reserve raised
rates aggressively follow-
ing surging inflation.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.77 and
touched an intra-day high
of 82.70 and a low of 82.82
against the greenback. It fi-
nally settled at 82.73, regis-
tering a rise of 14 paise
over its previous close of
82.87. On December 31,
2021, the rupee settled at
74.29 against the US dollar.
According to Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas, the rupee ap-
preciated on Friday on soft-
ness in US Dollar and risk-
on sentiments in global
markets.

Rupee gains 14 paise to 
close at 82.73 against US dollar;

ends 2022 with 11 pc fall
Mumbai, Dec 30: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and NSE Nifty closed on a
bearish note on the last
trading day of 2022 due to
fag-end selling in select
banking, IT and capital
goods shares. The key in-
dices, however, posted an-
nual gains of over 4 per
cent in 2022 to emerge as
the world’s best-perform-
ing large market indices.
Stock markets opened on a
bullish note on the last ses-
sion of the year and traded
in green in the most part
of the day. Gains in Asian
markets also supported
the local equities. Sensex
rose by 258.8 points or 0.42
per cent to an intra-day
high of 61,392.68 while
Nifty touched a high of
18,265.25 points. The mar-
ket lost steam after weak
opening in European

stocks with the indices
paring all gains. The 30-
share BSE Sensex closed
down 293.14 points or 0.48
per cent at 60,840.74. The
broader NSE Nifty de-
clined 85.70 points or 0.47
per cent to end at 18,105.30.
The BSE barometer closed
2022 with an annual gain
of 4.44 per cent or 2,586.92
points while the Nifty
ended the year higher by
4.32 per cent or 751.25
points. Sensex touched its
all-time high of 63,583.07
points on December 1 after

hitting its 52-week low of
50,921.22 points on June 17.
Sensex jumped 10,502.49
points or 21.99 per cent last
year. “On the last day of a
tumultuous year, domestic
indices shed their early
gains as negative signals
from global peers pushed
indices lower. Investors re-
mained concerned over
the economic outlook for
the new year, underpinned
by growing fears of reces-
sion,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. “The
ongoing volatility is ex-
pected to be sustained in
the near-term because of
high interest rates and a
slowing economy. We be-
lieve that value buying is
the theme of 2023. Fair val-
uation, steady earnings,
and a robust demand sce-
nario will be the cutting
parameters,” Nair said.

Sensex closes 2022 with annual 
gain of 4.44pc, Nifty ends up 4.32 pc

New Delhi, Dec 30:
Multilateral funding
agency Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
has sanctioned USD 100
million (about Rs 830
crore) to Shriram Finance
Limited (SFL) to provide
vehicle loans to women en-
trepreneurs. The USD 100
million External
Commercial Borrowing
(ECB) is a five-year loan
and is under SFL’s Social
Finance framework to pro-
vide credit towards the
purchase of new and used
vehicles throughout India,
Shriram Finance said in a
statement. Proceeds from
ADB can be used for vehi-
cle finance for commercial
purposes for BS VI compli-
ant vehicles and electric
vehicles, specifically, fi-
nance women entrepre-
neurs, cater to under-de-

veloped states of the coun-
try and empower and pro-
mote the social and eco-
nomic status of the under-
served communities, it
added. Besides the ADB
loan, SFL has also success-
fully raised USD 250 mil-
lion from US Development
Finance Corporation and
USD 475 million through a
144A Bond from the inter-
national market in 2022,
thereby continuing to di-
versify its funding profile
and continue its objectives
for financial inclusion.

Commenting on the
fundraise, SFL executive
vice chairman Umesh
Revankar said the compa-
ny will finance for buying
of vehicles and equipment
in new and untapped mar-
kets to provide business
opportunities and gener-
ate employment.

ADB grants USD 100
mn to Shriram Finance 

For vehicle loans to women entrepreneurs
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Heartwarming moments of political circle 
Yearender 2022: Indian poli-

tics is known for intense poll battles,
war of words, conspiracy to collapse
and form a government, allega-
tions-counter allegations, and mega
road shows and rallies. But, it is not
the only side of the Indian polity.
There is also a positive and brighter
side to it which is often sidelined in
a never-ending relay of develop-
ments in the political corridor.
Inspiring and adorable moments
do appear in politics but often go
unnoticed. The year 2022 witnessed
several such heart-winning
moments. As the journey of 2022 is
going to conclude in days to come,
let’s cherish some such lovely
moments where politicians were
seen in a different character.

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s picture with
his mother Heeraben in which he is seen wash-
ing the feet of his mother. PM Modi shared a se-

ries of tweets sharing his emotions on how a mother
is so important in the life of any person. He met and
sought blessings from his mother on the occasion of
her 100th birthday.

Modi & Maa 

P
riyanka Gandhi Vadra, sister of Rahul Gandhi
who is leading the Congress’ one of biggest
campaigns- was seen in a jolly mood at the pa-

dayatra in Rajasthan. She along with other women
was seen running on the road.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s run

Shivpal Singh Yadav was one of the factors respon-
sible for the ugly fight between the father-son

duo- Mulayam Singh Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav over
the control of the Samajwadi Party. But the year 2022
witnessed an unexpected turn of events in which
Shivpal Yadav lent his support to Akhilesh’s wife
Dimple Yadav who contested by-poll from Mainpuri.
On November 30, Shivpal asked people to call Akhilesh
'Chhote Netaji' as his father and party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav was known by the same name.

Chacha-Bhatija patch-up

I
n Indian politics, we have witnessed several
incidents where kin of politicians fighting for
the legacy and properties but a very heart-

warming story came from Bihar. Rashtriya
Janta Dal (RJD) president Lalu Prasad’s daugh-
ter Rohini Acharya donated her kidneys to the
74-year-old father to save his life. The surgery
took place in Singapore on December 5. The
daughter-father bonding was unprecedented and
drew praises from all walks of life.

Father-Daughter bonding

W
est Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who is known for doing in-
tense politics, was seen dancing hand-

in-hand with folk artists during the
Independence Day celebrations in Kolkata.

Mamata Banerjee’s dance

O
n December 11, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Nagpur. Elated by the
rousing welcome, PM Modi joined the

group of artists and tried his hands on the in-
strument. PM Modi was seen playing dhol stand-
ing next to one of the performers.

PM Modi’s Dhol Play

I
n a video from ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra Rahul’
dated October 6, former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and his mother Sonia Gandhi’s

endearing moment caught on camera. Gandhi
was seen kneeling at his mother's feet and help-
ing her tie her shoelaces.

Mother-son duo

Pele’s 10 most memorable goals
Pele made scoring look easy, getting the
ball into the net in the most varied
and beautiful ways dribbling past
defenders, firing powerful shots, strik-
ing well-placed free kicks or using firm
headers. Nearly 1,090 of his goals came
with the Brazilian club Santos, and 95
were scored with Brazil's national
team. Not all of Pel 's goals were
caught on tape, but there is still plenty
of footage of his countless outstanding
scores. Pel also had some spectacular
"almost goals" throughout his career,
including a shot from behind the mid-
field line that just missed wide in the
1970 World Cup.

Pelé celebrates with teammates after winning the 1958 World Cup. Pelé is hoisted on the shoulders of his teammates after Brazil won the 1970 World Cup.

Some of his most memorable goals

THE FIRST
WWhheenn:: Sept. 7, 1956.
WWhheerree:: Santo Andre, Brazil.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Corinthians of Santo Andre.
HHooww:: Pele was a teenager and had just started playing for
Santos. He found the net just moments after coming into the
match in the second half, helping Santos win the friendly
match 7-1. Corinthians' goalkeeper at the time, Zaluar, later
created a business card in which he identified himself as
"the first goalkeeper to ever concede a goal to Pele."

THE BEST EVER?
WWhheenn:: Aug. 2, 1959.
WWhheerree:: Sao Paulo.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Juventus of Sao Paulo.
HHooww:: The goal known as one of his greatest ever was not
caught on tape, but it was digitally recreated for a movie
about Pel based on accounts by players, fans and journalists
who were at the historic match at Rua Javari, home to Sao
Paulo club Juventus.
Pel received the ball just inside the area and immediately
flicked it past the first defender who challenged him. He
lobbied the ball over another defender near the penalty spot
and, without letting it hit the ground, quickly flicked it over
the third defender and over the goalkeeper. With an open
net in front of him, he headed the ball home. Juventus later
honored Pel for his goal with a statue and a commemorative
plaque at the stadium.

WORLD CUP FIRST
WWhheenn:: June 19, 1958.
WWhheerree:: Gothenburg, Sweden.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Wales.
HHooww:: Pel 's first World Cup goal was a beauty. It happened in
the 66th minute of a difficult game against Wales in the tourna-
ment's quarterfinals. With his back turned to the goal, the 17-
year-old Pel controlled the ball with his chest and quickly flicked
it toward the goal and past a defender, then fired a right-footed
low shot into the corner.

FIRST IN A FINAL
WWhheenn::  June 29, 1958.
WWhheerree:: Solna, Sweden.
OOppppoonneenntt::  Sweden.
HHooww:: Pel scored six goals in his first World Cup, including twice
in the 5-2 victory in the final against the hosts. His first goal gave
Brazil a 3-1 lead in the 55th minute, and the second was a header
near the final whistle to close the scoring. Pel 's first goal was the
most impressive he lobbied the ball over a defender inside the
area before striking a firm shot from near the penalty spot.

LAST IN A FINAL
WWhheenn::  June 21, 1970.
WWhheerree:: Mexico City.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Italy.
HHooww:: Pel scored his 12th and final World Cup goal with a
remarkable header past Italy goalkeeper Enrico Albertosi in front
of more than 107,000 people at Azteca Stadium, opening the way
for Brazil's 4-1 victory and a third world title. After a left-flank
cross by Rivelino, Pel jumped high into the air behind an Italian
defender and firmly headed the ball into the corner.

THE 1,000th
WWhheenn::  Nov. 19, 1969.
WWhheerree:: Rio de Janeiro.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Vasco da Gama.
HHooww:: The milestone goal came from a penalty kick at a
packed Maracana Stadium. Pel was fouled to set up the
penalty, then calmly hit a low shot into the right corner in the
78th minute, giving Santos a 2-1 win. Vasco goalkeeper
Andrada guessed the side correctly but was not able to make
the stop. Pel ran to pick up the ball inside the goal as
reporters and photographers stormed the field to record the
moment. The match was stopped for several minutes. Pel
raised the ball as he was carried away from the net and cele-
brated by going around the field near the crowd. Although it
was a home game for Vasco, most of the 65,000 people in the
crowd were cheering for Pel , who dedicated the goal to
Brazil's children.

WORTH A PLAQUE
WWhheenn:: March 5, 1961.
WWhheerree:: Rio de Janeiro.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Fluminense.
HHooww:: It became known as the Gol de Placa, now a synonym for
an outstanding goal, because it receive a commemorative
bronze plaque at the Maracana Stadium. It was another one of
Pele's goals not caught on tape, but reports from the time said
that Pel crossed nearly the entire length of the field dribbling
past his opponents before finding the net to lead Santos to a 3-1
win over Fluminense. The plaque at the Maracana still reads,
"On this pitch, on March 5 of 1961, Pel scored the most beautiful
goal in the history of the Maracana."

COSMOS WONDER
WWhheenn:: Aug. 10, 1976.
WWhheerree:: New York.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Miami Toros.
HHooww:: One of the few bicycle kick goals of Pel 's career
came in the last match that the New York Cosmos played at
Yankee Stadium, an 8-2 thrashing of the Miami Toros. After
a right-flank cross into the penalty area, Pel thrust his body
into the air and s truck the ball with his right foot high
above the rest of his body, sending a rocket in to the net.

CLUB GLORY
WWhheenn:: Oct. 11, 1962.
WWhheerree:: Lisbon, Portugal.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Benfica.
HHooww:: Pel had a stellar performance in the decisive match
against Benfica in the Intercontinental Cup, scoring three
goals to lead Santos to a 5-2 win and its first club world title.
His second goal was the most impressive he used his body to
elude the first defender then burst into the area past two other
opponents before firing a left-footed shot into the far corner.

THE LAST GOAL
WWhheenn:: Oct. 1, 1977.
WWhheerree:: East Rutherford, New Jersey, United States.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Santos.
HHooww:: It came in his farewell match, a friendly between
Santos and the New York Cosmos at the Giants Stadium.
Pel played a half for each team, but it was with Cosmos
that he got on the board with a powerful free kick shot just
before halftime. It was one of his more than 60 goals in
more than 100 games with the Cosmos. 
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Lille (France) Dec 30:

Pele, soccer’s first global
superstar, has died at the
age of 82. To many fans,
the Brazilian will be re-
membered as the best to
have ever played the game.
For others it goes further:
He was the symbol of soc-
cer played with passion,
gusto and a smile. Indeed,
he helped to forge an
image of the game, which
even today lots of people
continue to crave. Pele
wasn’t just a great player
and a wonderful ambassa-
dor for the world’s
favourite game; he was a
cultural icon. Indeed, he
remains the face of a puri-
ty in soccer that existed
long before big money and
global geopolitics infiltrat-
ed the game.

It is testament to his leg-
end that everyone from
English 1966 World Cup
winner Sir Bobby

Charlton and current
French superstar Kylian
Mbapp to Luiz In cio Lula
da Silva - the former and
incoming president of
Brazil - and former US
President Barack Obama
have led tributes to him.

Early days at Santos
Pele was born Edson

Arantes do Nascimento in
Sao Paolo state, Brazil in
1940. His early years were
the same as many soccer
players who preceded him
and countless who then
followed and were in-
spired by him: born into
poverty, introduced to the
game by a family member,
later becoming obsessed
by a sport that taught him
about life and gave him op-
portunities. Youth team
football came first, in 1953,
when he signed for his
local club, Bauru. But it
was his first professional
club, Santos, that
proPeleled Pele toward

stardom. Having moved
there in 1956, he played 636
matches and scored 618
goals before leaving in
1974. Not just the beating
heart of the team, Pele
was also an immense, one-
club loyalist. Long before
the feats of modern-day
stars Cristiano Ronaldo or
Erling Haaland, Pele
blazed a goal-scoring trail
that marked him out as
being significantly differ-
ent to other players
around him. Similarly, he
displayed levels of skill
which even today mean
that some observers of the
game place the Brazilian
ahead of the likes of other
contenders for the title of
Greatest of All Time:
Lionel Messi and Diego
Maradona. Within a year
of signing for Santos, Pele
made his debut for Brazil,
three months short of his
17th birthday.

He scored in that game

against Argentina, and 65
years later he remains the
Brazilian national team’s
youngest-ever scorer. A
year later, in 1958, this
young player helped his
national team win the
World Cup in Sweden.
Then again in 1962, at the

World Cup in Chile, and
once more at the 1970 tour-
nament in Mexico.
Ultimately, Pele played 92
times for Brazil, scoring 77
goals. By comparison,
England’s Harry Kane has
scored 53 times in 80
matches. In addition to his

national team achieve-
ments, for his club Pele
won six Brazilian league
titles and two South
American championships.

The American years
Later, in 1975, he came

out of semi-retirement to
play for the New York
Cosmos in the North
American Soccer League.
By then, Pele was in his
mid-30s but still managed
to score 37 goals in 64
matches. Some believe
that it was his brief stint
playing in the United
States that kick-started the
country’s interest in foot-
ball. After his retirement,
Pele was venerated,
adored and remained in-
fluential. He became
FIFA’s Player of the 20th
century, an award he
shared with Maradona. In
2014, he was given FIFA’s
first-ever Ballon d’Or Prix
d’Honneur, and even
Nelson Mandela spoke of

his regard for the
Brazilian when presenting
him with a Laureus
Lifetime Achievement
Award, in 2000. Pele ‘s tal-
ent has never been in
doubt. Yet it was fortu-
itous that he played at a
time when soccer was
emerging from the shad-
ows cast by global conflict,
when the world needed
symbols of hope and
sporting heroes. The
Brazilian was able to serve
this purpose, though he
did so during a period
when television first
black-and-white, then
colour brought soccer di-
rectly into people’s living
rooms.

At the time, Pele was
Messi, Ronaldo and
Mbapp rolled into one
made globally consumable
by this new technology.
Inevitably, during his life,
Pele encountered prob-
lems: his commercial ac-

tivities were sometimes
mired in controversy; at
one stage he was labeled a
left-wing antagonist of the
Brazilian government,
then was later described
as being too conservative
in his views of the
Brazilian dictatorship. He
had numerous children
some the result of affairs
and one of them, a son,
Edinho, was sent to prison
for laundering money
made from drug deals.
However, the abiding
memory is of a man who
played soccer in a way that
many of us both amateurs
and professionals have all
aspired to.

Pele was not only skill-
ful, he also brought great
joy to innumerable people
across the world, over a pe-
riod of decades. For all of
us, even those with just the
slightest interest in foot-
ball, we will never forget
him.

Pele : A global superstar and cultural icon who put passion at the heart of soccer

New Delhi: In this Friday, Oct. 16, 2015 file photo,
Brazilian football legend Pele waves to his fans before
the start of the Under-17 boys final match of the
Subroto Cup as Chief Guest at the Ambedkar Stadium
in New Delhi. Pele passed away due to cancer at the
age of 82 in Brazil on Thursday, Dec. 29.

Karachi, Dec 30:

An out-of-the-blue dec-
laration by Babar Azam
set New Zealand a target
of 138 in the final hour of
the first Test in Karachi.
Babar was all smiles
after making the call, but
it was a strange move. A
Pakistan win was all but
impossible but a New
Zealand win couldn’t be
ruled out even though a
draw was the most likely

result. New Zealand pro-
moted Michael
Bracewell to open with
Devon Conway. Though
Bracewell fell for 3,
Conway and Tom
Latham kept going for
the target.

At one stage, New
Zealand needed 83 from
nine overs. Babar looked
concerned but a fading
light lit up his face again
as the game was called
off when the target was

77 runs away with 7.3
overs left.

Earlier, Ish Sodhi’s
maiden five-wicket haul
left Pakistan precarious-
ly close to their fifth suc-
cessive defeat in the for-
mat. They were 206 for 7 -
effectively 32 for 7 - with
close to 50 overs left in
the game, but Saud
Shakeel and Mohammad
Wasim added 71 for the
eighth wicket to pull
them out of the danger.

Pak-Kiwis first test
ends in stalemate

New Zealand’s Ish Sodhi, center, celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket
of Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq during the fifth day of first test cricket match between
Pakistan and New Zealand, in Karachi, Pakistan, Friday, Dec. 30, 2022.

Mumbai, Dec 30: It is
often said in the domestic
circuit that just beating a
Mumbai batter would give
gratification to a bowler
because taking his wicket
would be a laborious task.
The Saurashtra bowlers
accomplished the more ar-
duous job, by scalping 20
wickets in just about three
days. Three of those bat-
ters are accomplished
India stars but a disci-
plined Saurashtra attack
defied the odds, beating
Mumbai in Mumbai by 48
runs in in their Group B
Ranji game on Friday
(December 30).

“It is as good as winning
the Ranji Trophy,” said
Arpit Vasavda, the stand-
in skipper of Saurashtra.
The Mumbai team is led by
former India captain
Ajinkya Rahne with the in-
form Surya Kumar Yadav,
recently elevated to vice-
captain in the India T20I
side, and the dangerous
Prithvi Shaw in their
ranks. “Beating Mumbai
in Mumbai is that much
special. It is such a great
feeling for the side.
Particularly because they
had a few India stars.”

The Saurashtra side
themselves were missing a
couple of their own inter-
nationals - Cheteshwar
Pujara and Jaydev
Unadkat, the regular cap-
tain. Vasavda, a veteran of
70 first-class games, who
was captaining Saurashtra
in the absence of Unadkat,
said they could beat such a
powerful opposition be-
cause of their disciplined
bowling and right team se-

lection. “By nature, we are
a disciplined side and we
follow in the footsteps of
our seniors like Pujara and
Jaydev who have set a fine
team culture,” Vasavda
said. “We have been in
touch with them constant-
ly.”

Big win for Gujarat, MP

edges out Railways

Ahmedabad, Dec 30 (PTI):
Gujarat thrashed
Chandigarh by an innings
and 87 runs on the fourth
and final day of a Ranji
Trophy Elite Group D
match here on Friday.

Resuming at the
overnight score of 46 for 2
and trailing by 246 runs,
Chandigarh was bowled
out for 205 in 75.3 overs.
Jagjit Singh Sandhu, bat-
ting at no. 10, was the high-
est scorer with 46 (42 balls,
6 fours, 3 sixes). Left-arm

spinner Hardik Patel was
the best bowler for
Gujarat, picking up four
wickets.

Earlier, Gujarat piled up
596 for 4 declared, riding
on captain Priyank
Panchal’s superb double
century after Chandigarh
had made 304 in the first
innings. Meanwhile in
Indore, defending champi-
on Madhya Pradesh huffed
and puffed their way to a
win over Railways, thanks
to Avesh Khan’s knock of
30 (25 balls, 2 fours, 2 sixes).

Chasing 215 for victory,
MP saw their openers put
on 46 runs to set the plat-
form. But the hard-work-
ing Railways bowlers man-
aged to strike at regular in-
tervals. The consistent
Rajat Patidar, a key batter
for Madhya Pradesh, fell
after making just 14 to left-
arm spinner Akash
Pandey (2/63). Himanshu

Mitra (45, 142 balls, 3
fours), Saransh Jain (36)
and captain Akshat
Raghuwanshi (26) made
useful contributions but it
looked Madhya Pradesh
was letting the match slip
away from their hands. In
Avesh Khan, Madhya
Pradesh found a hero as
the burly medium pacer
smacked two sixes and two
fours to take his side past
the finishing line.

Madhya Pradesh got six
points for the win and now
has 20 after three matches,
followed by Gujarat (14)
and Vidarbha (12).

Goa hold Karnataka for

draw; Kerala, Jharkhand

register wins

Porvorim (Goa): Goa’s
batters dished out a gritty
display on the fourth and
final day to deny
Karnataka an outright win

in a Ranji Trophy
Elite Group C match
here on Friday.
Resuming at the
overnight score of
321 for 8, Goa skip-
per Darshan Misal (95,
172 balls, 15 fours, 1 six)
extend his vigil at the
crease and also added 52
runs to the total.Misal,
who missed out on a well-
deserved ton by five runs,
put on 99 runs for the
ninth wicket with
Lakshay Garg (38, 83
balls).

Apart from swelling the
total, Misal and Garg oc-
cupied the crease for long
enough to frustrate the
Karnataka bowlers. Misal
was the last batter to be
dismissed, caught by
Nikin Jose off medium-
pacer V Vyshak (3/60).

Asked to follow-on, Goa
batters defied the visiting
team’s bowlers for 45
overs more, making 150
for 3 to force a draw.
Karnataka got three
points while Goa had to
be content with 1 point.

Meanwhile, Kerala
knocked off the target of
126 in 19.1 overs to beat
Chhattisgarh by seven
wickets to pocket six
points. Opener P Rahul
hammered 66 from 58
balls (5 fours, 2 sixes) and
added 86 runs for the first
wicket with Rohan
Kunnummal (40, 27 balls,
4 fours, 2 sixes) to power
the chase. In another
Group C clash,
Jharkhand thrashed
Services by nine wickets
at Jamshedpur to pick up
six points.
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Mumbai: Saurashtra players celebrate after
winning their Ranji Trophy match against Mumbai
by 48 runs, in Mumbai, Friday, Dec. 30.

DDuubbaaii,,  DDeecc  3300  ((PPTTII))::

Stylish opener Smriti
Mandhana is the only Indian
across women and men catego-
ry to feature among the ICC
nominees for the Cricketer of
the Year honour. Mandhana will
be competing for the top hon-
ours alongside England’s Nat
Sciver, New Zealand’s Amelia
Kerr and Australia opener Beth
Mooney. Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam, England Test cap-
tain Ben Stokes, Zimbabwe all-
rounder Sikandar Raza and
New Zealand Test captain Tim
Southee are the nominees for
the Men’s Cricketer of the Year
award. Stokes is also among
the Test Cricket of the Year
nominees alongside compatriot
Jonny Bairstow, Australia open-
er Usman Khawaja and South
Africa speedster Kagiso
Rabada. Voting for the awards
is set to commence next week
where global cricket fans will
have the chance to submit their
votes alongside a specialist ICC
Voting Academy comprising
prominent cricket media repre-
sentatives to determine the
2022 winners, said the ICC in a
statement. Mandhana, who is
the winner of the Rachael
Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC
Women’s Cricketer of the Year
2021, is in the running once
again to bag the coveted price

in 2022. Mandhana continued
her rich vein of form in interna-
tional cricket for the second
year running, finishing as
India’s highest run-scorer
across formats. She showed
her incredible prowess in the
white-ball formats and was the
highest run-getter in T20Is (594
runs) and the second-highest in
ODIs (696 runs) for India.
Mandhana made her presence
felt at both the major tourna-
ments this year the Women’s
Cricket World Cup and the
Commonwealth Games. In the
latter, she was one of the driv-
ing forces in India going
through to the final and bag-
ging the silver medal in the
first-ever Women’s cricket
event at the Commonwealth
Games. Stokes is a front-runner
to become the Men’s Cricketer
of the Year. England were living
a nightmare in Test cricket
after humiliating series losses
in the Ashes and the series
against West Indies. Joe Root
resigned as the Test skipper
and the reins were handed over
to Stokes and Brendon
McCullum, the coach.

Since then, Stokes has taken
England to new heights, win-
ning nine of the 10 Tests as cap-
tain. Along the way, he has
scored 870 runs, including two
centuries and picked up 26
wickets. 

Mandhana only Indian in race for 
ICC Cricketer of the Year honour

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):
Indian men’s singles play-
ers were handed a tough
draw with Kidambi
Srikanth, Lakshya Sen and
HS Prannoy — all clubbed
together in the same quar-
ter at the Yonex Sunrise
India Open badminton
tournament, scheduled to
be held here from January
17 to 22. Former world
champion and double
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu will face her last
edition’s nemesis
Supanida Katethong in the
opening round of the BWF
World Tour event, which
has been upgraded to
Super 750 category this
year. Reigning champions
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty will,

meanwhile, begin their
men’s doubles campaign
against Denmark’s Jeppe
Bay and Lasse Molhede,
ranked no. 31 in the world.

The fifth seeded duo
would target a potential
quarterfinal clash against
top seeds Takuro Hoki and
Yugo Kobayashi of Japan,
in what would be the first
major hurdle in their title
defence. The trio of
Srikanth, Prannoy and
Sen will carry India’s
hopes in the tournament
but given the draw only
one can cross the last eight
hurdle, which includes
reigning World and
Olympic champion Viktor
Axelsen, China’s Shi Yu Qi
and Japan’s Kento
Momota.

India Open: Srikanth,
Sen, Prannoy clubbed
in ‘quarter of death’

ICC Awards 2022 shortlists
Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year;
Babar Azam (PAK), Sikandar Raza (ZIM), Tim Southee (NZ),
Ben Stokes (ENG)
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC Women’s Cricketer of the
Year; Amelia Kerr (NZ), Smriti Mandhana (IND), Beth Mooney
(AUS), Nat Sciver (ENG)
ICC Men’s Test Cricketer of the Year; Jonny Bairstow (ENG),
Usman Khawaja (AUS), Kagiso Rabada (SA), Ben Stokes (ENG)
ICC Men’s ODI Cricketer of the Year; Babar Azam (PAK), Shai
Hope (WI), Sikandar Raza (ZIM), Adam Zampa (AUS)
ICC Women’s ODI Cricketer of the Year; Alyssa Healy (AUS),
Shabnim Ismail (SA), Amelia Kerr (NZ), Nat Sciver (ENG)
ICC Men’s T20I Cricketer of the Year; Sam Curran (ENG),
Sikandar Raza (ZIM), Mohammad Rizwan (PAK), Suryakumar
Yadav (IND)
ICC Women’s T20I Cricketer of the Year; Nida Dar (PAK), Sophie
Devine (NZ), Smriti Mandhana (IND), Tahlia McGrath (AUS)
ICC Emerging Men’s Cricketer of the Year; Finn Allen (NZ),
Marco Jansen (SA), Arshdeep Singh (IND), Ibrahim Zadran
(AFG)
ICC Emerging Women’s Cricketer of the Year; Yastika Bhatia
(IND), Darcie Brown (AUS), Alice Capsey (ENG), Renuka
Singh (IND).

Sydney, Dec 30 (AP):
Matthew Renshaw has re-
ceived his first call-up to
an Australian test squad
since 2018 with the opener
brought in for the third
and final match against
South Africa beginning
next Wednesday in Sydney.

Renshaw is one of two
additions named Friday to
the 14-man squad with
spin-bowling allrounder
Ashton Agar also back in
favor after injuries to fast
bowlers Mitchell Starc and
Cameron Green at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground, where Australia
clinched the series.

The 26-year-old
Renshaw last played a test
match in March 2018 when
he rushed to South Africa

after Steve Smith, David
Warner and Cameron
Bancroft were suspended
following the Cape Town
ball-tampering scandal.

After playing 10 tests,
Renshaw was dropped for
Bancroft ahead of the
2017-18 Ashes series as a
result of poor domestic
first-class Sheffield Shield
form. The left-hander
failed to retain his Cricket
Australia contract in 2019-
20. Agar is likely to play on
an expected spin-friendly
pitch at the Sydney
Cricket Ground. The left-
arm spinner could play at
No. 7 and leave wicket-
keeper Alex Carey, who
had a maiden test century
at the MCG, to be promot-
ed up the order.

Agar, Renshaw  into
Australia squad for

3rd South Africa test
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Delhi court acquits man found ‘roaming
around’ during lockdown of criminal charge

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

A court here has acquit-
ted a man, who was al-
legedly roaming around
during the lockdown in
May 2021, from the crimi-
nal charge of disobeying
the order of a public ser-
vant, saying the charge
was not proved beyond a
reasonable doubt.

The court observed that
the analysis of material
and crucial aspects
showed "many a short-
coming" in the prosecu-
tion's case.

The court was hearing a
case against Rajeev, who
was accused of intention-
ally disobeying the curfew
order of the Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Shalimar Bagh.

According to the prose-
cution, the accused was
found "roaming around"
near Azadpur Mandi on

May 15, 2021, during the
spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic, without any per-
mit for movement or a sat-
isfactory reason.

"In my view, the accused
cannot be convicted for
the offence of section 188
(disobedience to order
duly promulgated by pub-
lic servant) of the Indian
Penal code as the prosecu-
tion has failed to prove its
case beyond all reasonable
doubts," Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Neeti Suri Mishra said in
an order passed earlier
this month.

Therefore, in light of
the facts, circumstances
and evidence, the accused
is acquitted, the judge
added. The court said a
sub-inspector, who testi-
fied against the accused,
did not provide the daily
diary (DD) entry to show
or to prove that he was on

patrolling duty on the said
date.

This created a "reason-
able doubt" about the pro-
ceedings conducted by
the police official against
the accused, the court
said.

It said the police offi-
cial concerned did not
click any photographs of
the accused to substanti-
ate the allegations
against him.

Besides, no other docu-
mentary evidence was
brought on record to show
that the accused was actual-
ly present on the spot or was
not following the issued
guidelines, the court said.

"This lapse on the part
of the police authorities
creates a reasonable doubt
in the investigation con-
ducted by the police, there-
by making the prosecu-
tion's case highly doubt-
ful," the court said.

Dalai Lama appeals for 
collective stand against 

weapons of mass destruction
Bodh Gaya, Dec 30 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama on Friday ap-
pealed to people across the
globe to "collectively" take
a stand against weapons
of mass destruction.

Recalling the massive
destruction wrought by
atom bombs during the
Second World War in
Japan, the Dalai Lama
said during his public dis-
course here that he had
the opportunity to visit
Hiroshima and see for
himself the level of mas-
sive devastation there.

Two atomic bombs
were detonated over the
Japanese cities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

on 6 and 9 August 1945, re-
spectively. Appealing to
the people across the

world to "collectively"
take a stand against these
weapons of mass destruc-

tion, the Dalai Lama said,
"I could see, first hand,
the massive destruction
the bomb had caused ..
many countries in the
world have developed nu-
clear weapons but at the
same time there are peo-
ple who are opposed to
these".

The Dalai Lama also
expressed his concern
about the COVID pan-
demic, recalling that it
originated in "China but
spread to India and other
parts of the world". "The
pandemic is quite seri-
ous. It gives anxiety to
people. We offer our
prayers so that it sub-
sides", said the Buddhist
leader.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

The CBI has seized Rs 40
lakh in cash during
searches conducted after
the arrest of an Indian
Defence Accounts Service
(IDAS) officer attached to
the Army's South Western
Command in a Rs 10 lakh
bribery case, officials said
on Friday.

The agency has arrested
Uma Shankar Prasad
Kushwaha, a 1998-batch
IDAS officer attached to
the South Western
Command in Jaipur as the
Integrated Financial
Advisor (IFA), along with
Ram Roop Meena, an ac-
counts officer posted at the
IFA office, Vijay Nama, a

junior translator, and al-
leged middleman Rajendra
Singh of Jaipur-based
Tanushree Services.

Three private persons --
Sunil Kumar of Jind-
based Hitech Security
Services Private Limited,
Prabjinder Singh Brar of
Ganganagar-based ESS
PEE Traders and Dinesh
Kumar Jindal of
Bhatinda-based D K
Enterprises -- were also ar-
rested on bribery charges
on Thursday, the officials
said.

"It was alleged that the
accused of the three pri-
vate firms entered into a
conspiracy and were ob-
taining all works related
to outsourcing of conser-

vancy services for various
locations in South
Western Command and
for extending undue
favour in the award of the
said works, bypassing the
provisions of GeM as well
as for payment of bills
without objection," a CBI
spokesperson said in a
statement.

The companies had al-
legedly conspired to bribe
the IFA officials to get
clearances for their bills
without any objection.

Kushwaha, in con-
nivance with Meena,
Nama and Singh, was reg-
ularly demanding and ob-
taining illegal gratifica-
tion from the accused pri-
vate contractors to clear

their bills and favour
them in getting contracts,
in violation of guidelines,
the CBI has alleged.

All the arrested accused
will be produced before a
special Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) court
in Haryana's Panchkula,
the officials said.

"Searches were conduct-
ed at nine different places,
including Jaipur, Jind,
Bathinda and
Ganganagar, which led to
the recovery of cash of Rs
40 lakh (approx.), various
property documents relat-
ing to public servants and
incriminating docu-
ments," the spokesperson
of the federal probe
agency said.

‘Will not compromise on national security 
for good relations with our neighbours’

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 30 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
said India wants to have
and maintain friendly re-
lations with its neigh-
bours, but it will not be
done at the cost of na-
tional security.

Speaking at the 90th
annual pilgrimage of
Sivagiri Mutt here, Singh
recalled former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's remark that
we can change friends
but not our neighbours.

"Therefore, we need
good and friendly rela-
tions with our neigh-
bours. However, we will
not compromise on na-
tional security to main-
tain good relations. We
do not want good rela-
tions with anyone at the

cost of our national secu-
rity," the Defence
Minister said.

Singh also spoke about
Kerala-based social re-
former Sree Narayana
Guru's teachings, like
'prosperity through in-
dustry' which is the basis
of the Indian's govern-
ment's 'Atma Nirbhar
Bharat' policy.

As a result of the same
we are considered as one
of the top 5 economies in
the world and our mili-
tary is seen as a force to
be reckoned with, he con-
tended.

He further said that
while he was working to
protect the "body" --
boundaries -- of India
with the help of the
armed forces and under
the guidance of PM
Modi, the saints of the

Mutt were working to
protect the soul of the
country.

"I appreciate the work
you are doing. We can
survive as a nation only
when both the body and
soul are safe," Singh said
and expressed confi-
dence that this year's an-
nual pilgrimage would
also be a success.

In January 1928,
V a l l a b h a s s e r r y
Govindan Vaidyar and T
K Kittan jointly request-
ed Guru to have a
Sivagiri pilgrimage as all
the higher classes and
others had their own pil-
grim centres, but 'avar-
nas' had nowhere to go,
according to the Mutt
website.

Guru gave his consent
to the proposal and fixed
a date of first of January of every year for the pil- grimage, prior to which pilgrims have to main-

tain a 10-day long austere
life and wear only yellow
clothes, the website said.

The Defence Minister,
at the event, also con-
doled the death of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's mother --
Hiraben.

Singh said that when
he learned about the
tragic news he was con-
templating returning to
Delhi, but the PM told
everyone that all should
fulfill their official com-
mitments before coming
back.

"So on behalf of every-
one here, the Sivagiri
Mutt and myself, I would
like to pay tribute to Ma
Hiraben," he said.

Thereafter, a one-
minute silence was ob-
served by everyone pres-
ent there.

Earlier, in his speech,
he said many allege lib-
erty, equality and frater-
nity are not part of
Indian tradition and ide-
ologies and that it
reached us through the
French Revolution.

"However, that is incor-
rect. Sources of liberty,
equality, fraternity and
world peace can be seen
in Indian culture. In fact,
the concept of human
equality can be seen in
our ancient texts and the
preaching and literary
works of saints, philoso-
phers and poets of the
'Bhakti' period.

"Rather, they took it a
step forward by talking
of universal equality,
equality between all liv-
ing things or the whole
world being one family,"
he claimed.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addresses the inaugural ceremony of the 90th annual 
pilgrimage of Sivagiri Mutt, in Varkala, Kerala, Friday.

NIA files charge sheet against 11 in
PFI conspiracy case in Telangana

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency has
filed a charge sheet
against 11 people accused
of being involved in or-
ganising terror training
camps and recruitment of
youngsters for the
banned Popular Front of
India in Telangana, an of-
ficial said on Friday.

The charge sheet
against the accused -- 10
belonging to Telangana
and one to Andhra
Pradesh -- was filed be-
fore the NIA Special
Court in Hyderabad on

Thursday, a spokesperson
of the federal agency
said.

The case was initially
registered on July 4 at the
VI-Town police station in
Telangana's Nizamabad
district and was later re-
registered by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on August 26.

"Investigations have re-
vealed that the accused
persons were radicalising
gullible Muslim youth
and recruiting them into
the PFI through speeches
filled with hatred and
venom against the gov-
ernment of India as well

as other organisations
and individuals," the
spokesperson said.

"Once recruited into
the PFI (Popular Front of
India), Muslim youths
were sent to training
camps organised by the
PFI under the cover and
guise of yoga classes and
physical education...," the
NIA official said.

In the "beginners
course, they were trained
in the use of every day ar-
ticles (knife, sickle and
iron rods) to kill a person
by attacking vulnerable
body parts such as throat,
stomach and head, and

for commission of terror
acts", the spokesperson
said.

The official said Abdul
Khader, Abdul Ahad,
Abdul Saleem, Shaik
Shadullah, Feroz Khan,
Mohammad Osman, Syed
Yahiya Sameer, Shaik
Imran alias "Imran
Qureshi", Mohd Abdul
Mubeen and Mohammad
Irfan of Telangana, and
Shaik Iliyas Ahmed of
Andhra Pradesh were
charge-sheeted under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code and
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Centre effects joint 
secretary-level reshuffle

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

Nineteen bureaucrats
have been appointed to dif-
ferent central government
departments as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic
reshuffle effected by the
Centre on Friday.

Padam Lal Negi has been
appointed as joint secretary
& financial advisor,
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Sanjeev Kumar Kassi will
be joint secretary, Coal
Ministry and Gangadhar
Panda, as additional direc-
tor of the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), according to an
order issued by the

Personnel Ministry.
Jitendra Srivastava, a

2000-batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of the Bihar
cadre, has been named joint
secretary, Department of
Drinking Water &
Sanitation and K Manicka
Raj as joint secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs.

Preet Pal Singh has been
appointed as joint secretary,
Ministry of Food
Processing industries, Rina
Sonowal Kouli as joint sec-
retary in the Department of
Higher Education,
Lokhande Prashant
Sitaram will be joint secre-

tary in the Ministry of
Home Affairs, and
Chittaranjan Dash and
Ravi Shankar have been ap-
pointed as principal com-
missioners, Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA).

Deepika Kachhal will be
joint secretary, Ministry of
Labour & Employment,
Manish Kumar Kanojia will
be financial advisor, Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC),
Mumbai, Surender Mehra
as adviser, NITI Aayog and
Sanjiv as joint secretary,
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade, said the order.

Lucas Laiconsing
Kamsuan has been ap-
pointed as joint secretary,
Department of Public
Enterprises, Anshu
Manish Khalkho will be di-
rector (A&F), National
Highways & Infrastructure
Development Corporation
Ltd. (NHIDCL), A
Dhanalakshmi as joint
secretary, Department of
Science & Technology,
Mebanshailang R Synrem
will be joint secretary,
Ministry of tourism and
Preetam B Yashvant as
joint secretary, Ministry of
Women & Child
Development, the 
order said.

Citing national security,
Lakshadweep admin
prohibits entry into 17
uninhabited islands

Kavaratti, Dec 30 (PTI):
The Lakshadweep
Administration has pro-
hibited entry without
prior permission into 17
uninhabited islands of
the archipelago citing na-
tional security and public
safety concerns. The
District Magistrate of
Lakshadweep has issued a
proclamation under
Section 

144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC)
prohibiting entry of peo-
ple into the 17 uninhabit-
ed islands without prior
permission of the sub-di-
visional magistrate.

The December 28 deci-
sion by the administra-
tion has been taken to pre-
vent terror or smuggling
activities out of these un-
inhabited islands which
have temporary struc-
tures for housing labour-
ers for harvesting co-
conuts.

The administration, in
its order, has cited appre-
hensions that among the
labourers there could also
be persons who engage in
illegal, anti-social and
anti-national activities,
like smuggling or hiding
weapons or narcotics in
these islands.

Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama during a sermon at
Kalachakra Ground in Bodh Gaya, Friday.

Sand artist Manas Kumar Sahoo makes a sand sculpture to pay tribute to
Brazilian footballer Pele, at Puri beach, Friday.

TRIBUTE TO PELECBI arrests IDAS officer attached to Army’s
South Western Command in bribery case



Public hearing 
JJaammmmuu:: The Jammu and
Kashmir Pollution
Control Committee on
Friday conducted a pub-
lic hearing here as part
of environmental clear-
ance process for expan-
sion of civil enclave at
the Jammu airport with
an area of 40,000 square
metres, an official said.
Over 122 acres of land
has been identified to
be handed over to the
Airport Authority of
India to build a state-of-
the-art new terminal
building at the Jammu
airport. The public hear-
ing was attended by a
large number of people
including representa-
tives of the Animal
Husbandry Department,
prominent citizens and
residents of Belicharan,
Basheer Gujjar Basti,
Doda Basti, Poonch
Basti villages besides
officials of the Airport
Authority, Cantonment
Board and officers of
the revenue department,
the official said.

Tigress dead 
UUmmaarriiaa  ((MMPP))::  A tigress
was found dead in
Umaria district in
Madhya Pradesh on
Friday, an official said.
The carcass was spotted
near Kachodar Basad
Nala in Ghughuti range,
Umaria Divisional Forest
Officer Mohit Sood told
PTI. “It was around 10
years old and may have
died three to four days
ago. We have found no
injury marks on the
body,” he said. A post
mortem has been carried
out and the tigress’ tis-
sue samples are being
sent for tests to check
for possible causes of
death, including poison-
ing, he added.

Probe ordered 
JJaammmmuu:: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration
has ordered an inquiry
into a recent fire incident
at the Civil Secretariat
here and called for fixing
of responsibility for fail-
ure in activating
response at various lev-
els to control the blaze in
a timely manner.
Principal Secretary,
Estates Department, was
appointed as the inquiry
officer to probe the fire
at the Civil Secretariat
on December 28, an
order issued by
Secretary General
Administration
Department (GAD)
Piyush Singla said.
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Young women pose for 
pictures after getting their
hands and face painted for
New Year celebrations, in

Amritsar, Friday.
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Raipur, Dec 30 (PTI) The
Chhattisgarh government
has given its employees
the option to choose be-
tween the old pension
scheme and the new pen-
sion scheme, the move
coming after the Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority re-
peatedly rejected the
state’s demand for return
of funds deposited as part
of the National Pension
System. However, for those
who have joined govern-
ment service after April 1,

2022, it would be mandato-
ry to be part of the old pen-
sion scheme, officials said
here on Friday.

“The decision was taken
in a cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel during
the day. During the cabinet
meeting, it was decided to
introduce the OPS by giv-
ing option to the employ-
ees who were appointed
after November 1, 2004 and
before April 2022,” a public
relations department offi-
cial said. “For this, em-

ployees will have to submit
an affidavit. If such an em-
ployee opts for OPS, he or
she will have to deposit the
government’s contribu-
tion and dividend in the

NPS account since they
were appointed (after
November 1, 2004) till
March 31 this year to the
state government’s new
General Provident Fund
(GPF) under OPS,” he ex-
plained.

It means employees opt-
ing for OPS will have to
withdraw their fund de-
posited in the NPS account
and then redeposit it in the
new GPF (General
Provident Fund) account
of the state government,
the official further said.

Baghel, during the budg-
et session of the Assembly
earlier this year, had an-
nounced that his govern-
ment would reinstate the
old pension scheme (OPS).
Later his government
wrote to PFRDA demand-
ing refund of money de-
posited in the form of gov-
ernment and employee
contribution towards NPS
since November 2004.

The Congress-led state
government’s demand to
refund Rs 17,000 crore was
rejected by PFRDA.

Ahmedabad, Dec 30 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother Hiraben
passed away at a hospital
in Ahmedabad early on
Friday. She was 99.

A bulletin from the UN
Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre, where she was ad-
mitted on Wednesday after
her health deteriorated,
shared the news of her de-
mise. “Hiraben Modi
passed away on 30/12/2022
at 3.30 am during the treat-
ment at U N Mehta Heart
Hospital”, the medical bul-
letin said.

She is survived by her
five sons - PM Modi and
his brothers Somabhai,
Amrutbhai, Prahladbhai
and Pankajbhai - and
daughter Vasantiben.

Her last rites were per-
formed at a crematorium
in Gandhinagar around
9.30 am in the presence of

PM Modi, his brothers and
other family members.

Following her death in
the early hours, the prime
minister reached the resi-
dence of his brother
Pankaj Modi at Raysan vil-
lage on the outskirts of
Gandhinagar, where the
mortal remains of their
mother were kept.

Immediately after his ar-
rival at the airport in
Ahmedabad in the morn-
ing, the PM went to the
house of his younger
brother. He offered floral
tributes to his mother
there and bowed down at
her feet. Later, PM Modi
and his brothers shoul-
dered her mortal remains
for some distance before
placing them in a mortu-
ary van. Her last rites
were performed at Sector
30 crematorium in
Gandhinagar.

Earlier, the prime minis-
ter tweeted that “a great
journey of 100 years” has
ended with his mother’s
demise.

“A great journey of 100
years has come to an end. I
have witnessed three qual-
ities in mother, a journey
like that of a tapasvi
(saint), a selfless worker
and life dedicated to val-
ues,” Modi tweeted.

Four of family killed as car

plunges into water-filled

quarry, girl swims to safety

Raigarh: Four members of
a family were killed after
their car fell into a water-
filled abandoned stone
quarry in Sarangarh-
Bhilaigarh district of
Chhattisgarh, police said
on Friday. A 15-year-old girl
from the family, who was
also in the vehicle, man-
aged to get out of it and
swim to safety although her
attempt to rescue her
grandfather proved unsuc-
cessful, they said. The inci-
dent took place near
Timarlaga village on
Raigarh-Sarangarh road
when the victims were re-
turning after visiting a tem-
ple in adjoining Odisha,
Sarangarh-Bhilaigarh
Additional Superintendent
of Police Maheshwar Nag
said. Those killed were
identified as Minu Patel,
sarpanch of Timarlaga
panchayat, her husband
Mahendra and her father-
in-law and mother-in-law,
he said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii//DDeehhrraadduunn,,  DDeecc  3300  ((PPTTII))::

India’s star cricketer Rishabh
Pant had a miraculous escape
when his luxury car crashed
into a road divider and caught
fire after he dozed off at the
wheel on the Delhi-Dehradun
highway in the early hours of
Friday. The 25-year-old, who
was on his way to his home-
town Roorkee to surprise his
mother, suffered injuries on his
head, back and feet but is in a
stable condition following the
accident in Manglaur in
Uttarakhand’s Haridwar district
around 5.30 am, police said.
The driver and other staff of a
Haryana Roadways bus passing
by helped the cricketer get out
of the burning Mercedes Benz,
said Haridwar Senior
Superintendent of Police Ajai
Singh. The car was completely
charred and reduced to a man-
gled heap. Pant, who was alone
in the car, dozed off and the car
hit the divider before bursting

into flames, he said. The bus
driver, Sushil Kumar, said he
saw the car slamming into the
divider, stopped and ran over to
help. “When we reached the
car, sparks were rising but it
had not yet caught fire. We

pulled out the man from the
car, laid him down and ran back
to the car to see if there were
others inside. I saw no one.
When we ran back to the man...
we saw his limbs moving,” the
bus driver told television chan-
nels.

“When we went closer, he
said I am a cricketer, I am Pant.
I had not heard of him but the
conductor told me he was a big
cricketer,” Kumar said. As con-
cerns mounted about the
extent of his injuries and
whether they could impact his
game, Dr Sushil Nagar, who
treated Pant at the Emergency
department of the Roorkee hos-
pital where he was initially
taken to, said there was no
fracture but a ligament injury
to the knee that would require
further investigation. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
among those who sent in their
best wishes for his speedy
recovery.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):

The government on
Friday raised interest
rates on most post office
savings schemes that do
not get income tax benefits
in line with the firming of
interest rates in the econo-
my. While the interest rate
for popular PPF and girl
child savings scheme
Sukanya Samriddhi were
retained, rates for deposits
up to 5 per cent as well as
NSC, senior citizen sav-
ings scheme and Kisan
Vikas Patra (KVP) where
income accruing is taxable
have been hiked by up to
1.1 percentage points, ac-
cording to a finance min-
istry notification.

This is the second quar-
ter of an increase in a row
in interest rates for some
schemes. This follows a
status quo or unchanged
rates for nine straight
quarters. Interest rates for

small savings schemes are
notified on a quarterly
basis. With the revision, a
one-year term deposit
with post offices would
earn 6.6 per cent, for two
years (6.8 per cent), three
years (6.9 per cent) and five
years (7 per cent).

Senior Citizen Savings
scheme will earn 40 basis
points more at 8 per cent
during the January-March
period, the notification
said.

With regard to KVP, the
government has hiked the
interest rates to 7.2 per
cent, thereby maturing in
120 months. Currently,
KVP yields 7 per cent rate
with a maturity period of
123 months.

Monthly Income
Scheme would earn 40
basis points more at 7.1
per cent, while National

Savings Certificate (NSC)
has been raised by 20 basis
points to 7 per cent.

The interest rate on girl
child savings scheme
Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana was retained at 7.6
per cent, and that for
Public Provident Fund
(PPF) it has been kept un-
changed at 7.1 per cent.
Savings deposits will con-
tinue to earn 4 per cent per
annum.

The Reserve Bank since
May has raised the bench-
mark lending rate by 2.25
per cent to 6.25 per cent,
prompting banks to raise
interest rates on deposits
as well.

RBI raised repo rate or
short-term lending rate by
35 basis points earlier this
month. This was the fifth
consecutive rate hike after
a 40 basis points increase
in May and 50 basis points
hike each in June, August
and September.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):
The Ministry of Civil
Aviation on Friday issued
revised Covid guidelines
for passengers arriving in
international flights, ahead
of RT-PCR negative test re-
port being made compulso-
ry for travellers from six
countries, including China
and Thailand. From
January 1, 2023, a pre-de-
parture RT-PCR negative
test report will be manda-
tory for passengers coming
in all international flights

from China, Singapore,
Hong Kong, the Republic of
Korea, Thailand and
Japan. Airlines are direct-
ed to modify their check-in
functionalities to incorpo-
rate the changes and issue
boarding passes only to
those international passen-
gers travelling from the six
countries who have sub-
mitted self-declaration
forms on the Air Suvidha
portal, the ministry said in
a communication. “Air
Suvidha portal self-decla-
ration has been made oper-
ational for passengers trav-
elling in all international
flights from China,
Singapore, Hong Kong,
Republic of Korea,
Thailand and Japan, with a
provision to allow these in-
ternational travellers ar-
riving in India to upload
negative RT-PCR test re-
ports as well as to submit
self-declaration form,” it
said.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  3300  ((PPTTII))::

CRPF Director General
(DG) Sujoy Lal Thaosen has
been given the additional
charge of the post of the
Border Security Force (BSF)
DG following retirement of
incumbent Pankaj Kumar
Singh on December 31, a gov-
ernment order said Friday.

Singh, a 1988-batch Indian
Police Service officer of the
Rajasthan cadre, will com-
plete his 1.4 year long tenure
as the BSF chief after he took
charge on August 31 last year.

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) chief Thaosen is
Singh’s batchmate from the
Madhya Pradesh cadre and
according to an order issued
by the Union home ministry,
he will hold the “additional
charge” of BSF DG till the
appointment of a regular
incumbent or until further
orders, whichever is earlier.
The handing over of the
charge between the two offi-
cers will be done after noon

on Saturday after Singh
reviews a farewell parade of
the force and gives away serv-
ice medals to some BSF per-
sonnel at a camp of the force
here in the morning.

Pankaj Kumar Singh’s BSF
appointment last year had
created a history where a son
and father held the top post of
a paramilitary force in the
country.

His father and retired IPS
officer of the 1959-batch,
Prakash Singh, also headed
the BSF as its DG from June,
1993 to January, 1994.

Prakash Singh is consid-
ered an architect of police
reforms in the country. He had
petitioned the Supreme Court
in 1996 for carrying out
reforms in the police estab-
lishment following which the
government started giving a
fixed tenure of two years at
least to the chief of the
Intelligence Bureau, the CBI,
foreign secretary, the RAW
chief and the Union home sec-
retary.

Kolkata, Dec 30 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, after flag-
ging off the Vande Bharat
Express from Howrah to
New Jalpaiguri virtually
on Friday, asserted that
the Union government is
transforming the coun-
try’s railway infrastruc-
ture by making record in-
vestments.

The Prime Minister who
also launched four railway
projects for West Bengal
and laid the foundation
stone for the redevelop-
ment of the New
Jalpaiguri railway station,
pointed out that railway
stations, including New
Jalpaiguri, are being de-
veloped on the lines of air-
ports. In all the railway
projects inaugurated by
him for West Bengal are
estimated to be worth
more than Rs 5,000 crore.
Noting that doubling of

tracks and electrification
is underway at a record
speed, he said that the
eastern and western
freight corridors will
bring revolutionary
changes to the country’s
economy. “Today’s Vande
Bharat train was launched
from the land where
‘Vande Mataram’ slogan
was coined. The launch
date of December 30 is sig-

nificant as Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose had hoisted
the tricolour in Andaman
and Nicobar Islands on
this day in 1943,” he said.

“In the 21st century, for
rapid development of the
country, growth and re-
form of railways is essen-
tial. A nationwide cam-
paign is underway to
transform railways,” Modi
said. He noted that new
airports, waterways, ports
and roads are being con-
structed to ensure seam-
less connectivity for peo-
ple. Later in the day, he
also informed his audi-
ence of themany initia-
tives taken to clean the
Ganges in Bengal and pro-
vide safe drinking water
in the state. “India is work-
ing towards boosting its
Jal Shakti. On January 13,
a cruise will set sail from
Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh
to Dibrugarh in Assam via
Bangladesh.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):

The Supreme Court has
directed the states to con-
stitute a special unit in po-
lice stations within three
months to investigate and
facilitate motor accident
claim cases.

Issuing a slew of direc-
tions, the top court said on
receiving intimation
about a road accident by a
motor vehicle at a public
place, the SHO concerned
shall take steps as per
Section 159 of the Motor
Vehicle Amendment Act
under which an Accident
Information Report is to
be filed to the Claims
Tribunal within three
months by the police.

“In our view, the head of
the Home Department of
the State and the Director
General of Police in all
States/Union Territories
shall ensure the compli-
ance of the Rules by con-

stituting a special unit in
the police stations or at
least at town level to inves-
tigate and facilitate the
motor accident claim
cases. The said action
must be ensured within a
period of three months,” a
bench of Justices S A
Nazeer and J K
Maheshwari said.

The top court said after
registering the FIR, the
Investigating Officer shall
act as specified in the
Motor Vehicles
Amendment Rules, 2022
and submit the First
Accident Report within 48
hours to the Claims
Tribunal. “The registering
officer is duty bound to
verify the registration of
the vehicle, driving li-
cence, fitness of vehicle,
permit and other ancillary
issues and submit the re-
port in coordination to the
police officer before the
Claims Tribunal. “The

flow chart and all other
documents, as specified in
the rules, shall either be in
vernacular language or in
English language, as the
case may be and shall be
supplied as per Rules,” the
bench said in a recent
order. The apex court also
directed the state authori-
ties to take appropriate
steps to develop a joint
web portal/platform to co-
ordinate with and facili-
tate the stakeholders for
carrying out the provi-
sions of the Motor
Vehicles Amendment Act
and the Rules in coordina-
tion with any technical
agency and be notified to
public. The top court’s
order came on a plea chal-
lenging an order passed by
the Allahabad High Court
which dismissed the ap-
peal filed against the
award passed by the Motor
Accident Claims Tribunal
(MACT).

‘Rahul to be
Oppn’s PM face in

2024 polls’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Senior Congress
leader and former Madhya
Pradesh chief minister Kamal
Nath on Friday said Rahul
Gandhi will be the opposition’s
prime minister candidate for
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
In an email interview with PTI,
Nath lauded Gandhi for leading
the Congress’ countrywide
Bharat Jodo Yatra, saying he is
not doing politics for power but
for the common people of the
country. “As far as the 2024 Lok
Sabha election is concerned,
Rahul Gandhi will not just be
the face of the opposition but
will be its prime ministerial
candidate too,” he said. Nath
also said that no one in the his-
tory of the world has undertak-
en such a long ‘padayatra’. No
family other than the Gandhi
family has given so many sacri-
fices for the country, the
Congress leader said. “Rahul
Gandhi does not do politics for
power, but for the people of
the country who make anyone
sit in power,” he said.

Chhattisgarh govt staffers get option to choose
between new and old pension schemes

Cricketer Rishabh 
Pant injured in car crash 

Cricketer Rishabh Pant
receives treatment at a

hospital after his car met
with an accident, in

Roorkee, Friday.

PM Modi’s mother Hiraben 
passes away in Gujarat, cremated

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi performs last rites
of his mother Heeraben
Modi, in Gandhinagar,
Friday,.

CRPF DG to hold 
additional charge of BSF

Govt hikes interest on post office
savings schemes by up to 1.1 bps

 Retains PPF rate

Covid: MoCA issues revised 
guidelines for arriving intl passengers

from six countries

‘Centre transforming railway 
infrastructure by making record investment’

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurates various
railway projects, via video

conferencing, Friday.

SC directs states to form special units in police
stations to facilitate motor accident claims

Surprise inspection of semester 
examinations of Durg University continues

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: About 80
percent of the semester ex-
aminations 2022-23 conduct-
ed by Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg have been
completed. The remaining
exams will end on January
06. In this context, the Vice-
Chancellor and the team of
officers of the University are
continuously inspecting var-
ious examination centers. In
the series of surprise inspec-
tion of examination centers,
Vice Chancellor, Dr
ArunaPalta and NSS
Coordinator, Dr RP Agarwal
inspected Government
Nehru PG College,
Dongargarh and interacted
with the principal and pro-
fessors. Giving this informa-
tion, the Vice-Chancellor
and Dean, Student Welfare,

Dr Prashant Srivastava said
that on Friday a team of uni-
versity officials conducted a
surprise inspection of
G o v e r n m e n t
DanveerTularam PG
College, Utai and Shaildevi
College, Anda.
Examinations were found to
be conducted smoothly in
both the colleges and the
staff of the college were
fully present and the inspec-
tion team also saw the satis-
factory conduct of the class-
es. The team also included
Dr Prashant Srivastava
along with Assistant
Registrar Digvijay Kumar.

Deputy Registrar of
Examinations, Dr Rajmani
Patel said that till now 08
mobile phones have been
submitted in the University
in the copying case. For this
action will be taken as per

rules under the University's
Copying Act. Meanwhile,
the Vice-Chancellor Dr
ArunaPaltain a meeting
with the University officials
made it clear that it needs to
been ensured that no cheat-
ing or copying cases are
seen in the upcoming annu-
al examinations. Proper
arrangements should be
made to stop copying and to
ban students from carrying
mobiles in the examination

hall from the entrance of
the college itself. Dr Palta
urged cooperation from all
the professors considering
the examination work as
important. The Registrar
Bhupendra Kuldeep said
that according to the in-
structions of the Higher
Education Department of
the Government of
Chhattisgarh, discharging
the duties of invigilator,
evaluator, internal and ex-

ternal examiner, paper set-
ter, head of the center or as-
sistant head of the center in
the examinations comes
under the purview of essen-
tial service for the profes-
sors. Therefore, in the prac-
tical and theoretical exami-
nations of university and
autonomous colleges, the
cooperation of the profes-
sors is expected in the dis-
charge of all the responsi-
bilities mentioned above. It
is notable that the universi-
ty administration is prepar-
ing to conduct practical ex-
aminations of the universi-
ty in February 2023 and the-
ory examinations after Holi
in the second week of
March. The date for online
application in annual exam-
inations has been extended
till January 02, 2023 with a
late fee of Rs200.

Durg Police solved 
mysterious and 

sensational cases in 2022
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: Durg
Police have solved sever-
al mysterious, controver-
sial and heinous cases in
the year 2022. Besides
maintaining law and
order, Durg Police suc-
ceeded in putting an ef-
fective curb on illegal ac-
tivities like betting and
gambling.

Its campaign against
the online betting rack-
ets has been very suc-
cessful. In the cases of
Mahadev Book, Reddy
Anna and other online
cricket betting sites, po-
lice busted a total of 12
panels and arrested 71
accused. 39 laptops and
160 mobiles have been re-
covered.

While addressing
media persons here at
the Police Control Room
on Friday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava spoke
about various significant
cases of the year 2022.
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
Additional Police
Superintendent (Rural)
Anant Sahu, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nasar Siddique,
City Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Vaibhav
Banker, City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Nikhil
Rakhecha, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Prabhat
Kumar, Police Sub-
Divisional Officer
(Patan) Devansh Rathore
and Police Sub-
Divisional Officer
(Dhamdha) Sanjay
Pundhir were present
during the annual press
conference.

Some sensational mur-
der incidents also oc-
curred in the year 2022
which were solved by
Durg Police. One such
case was the murder of
Ranjit Singh due to old
enmity in Chhawani.
Police arrested Sona
alias Josh Abraham of
Camp 01, Aman Bharti of
Camp 01, Biselal Bharti
of Camp 01, Pintu Singh
of Supela, Bhupendra
Sahu of Camp 01 and
Nikhil Sahu of Camp 01
in this case.

Another shocking inci-
dent was the murder of a
jeweller in Amleshwar
on October 20. The ac-
cused had shot dead the
jewellery shop owner
Surendra Soni and had
looted gold and silver
jewelery from the shop.
Police chased the digital
footprints of the accused
and arrested them from
Uttar Pradesh.

Police arrested the ac-
cused Anupam alias
Abhishek Kumar Jha of
Vaishali (Bihar),
Saurabh Kumar Singh of

Gaya (Bihar); Alok
Kumar Yadavof
Chhapra (Bihar) and
Abhay Kumar Bharti of
Chandauli (UP) in this
case. The stolen booty
was also recovered.

Another sensational
incident was the murder
of a child Sameer Sahu
in village Ruda of Anda
Police Station. His body
was found stuffed in a
sack with his hands and
legs tied with a rope.
Police had arrested two
minors in connection
with this murder.

Police Station Newai
solved the blind murder
case of an old man
Shankar Lal Yadav who
was murdered while col-
lecting dry wood in
Jawahar Udyan. The ac-
cused Santosh
Nirmalkar of Konari
was arrested in this case.
Police Station Newai also
solved the blind murder
case of Bhamabai Sahu
whose body was recov-
ered from a gutter.

Police Station
Amleshwar solved the
sensational murder case
of Sheikh Mehruddin of
Old Bhilai whose
charred body was recov-
ered from Amleshwar
Khar. Mohammad Asraf
and Sandeep Patil were
arrested in this case. The
most sensational case
was the murder of four
members of a family in
village Kapsada of Police
Station Kumhari limits.

Bholanath Yadav, his
wife Naila Yadav and 02
children Pramod Yadav
and Mukta Yadav were
brutally murdered with
sharp weapons. Police
arrested his brother
Kismat Yadav, Akash
Manjhi and Tikam Das
Ghritlahare in connec-
tion with this murder.

In the cases of online
fraud, Rs 20 lakh of one
Soma Shastri of Pragati
Nagar Risali were saved
by police. The online
fraudsters had trans-
ferred Rs 20 lakh from
her accused for electrici-
ty bill payment; Rs 39400
of Subhankar
Chakraborty of Jayanti
Nagar were saved after
he was cheated in name
of reward points in cred-
it card; Rs 80000 of
Ankush Kumar Das of
Talpuri were saved after
he was cheated for SIM
card updation. In other
cases, a total of Rs
17,00,000 has been put on
hold and returned to the
account of the con-
cerned victims.

Durg Police took ac-
tion over the cases of
smuggling and trade of
narcotics and other in-
toxicants and arrested
several offenders in-
volved in such illegal ac-
tivities. 42 packets of
Ganja were recovered

from Suraj Marotrao of
Nagpur and Vinod
Dongre of Balaghat
when they were smug-
gling it in a Skoda car
number - MH46P 6040.
21.62 grams of brown
sugar worth Rs 4.5 lakh
was recovered from
Bablu Yadav and Lucky
Mahar, residents of
Shivpara Durg.

Huge cache of banned
and scheduled psy-
chotropic drugs worth
Rs 5 lakh were recovered
from Rakesh Verma of
Vaishali Nagar, Jaggu
alias Jageshwar Nishad
of Newai, Ajay Agarwal
of Khursipar and Shafak
Bano of Supela.

Mohan Nagar Police
had arrested Devendra
alias Montu
Vishwakarma, Vaibhav
Khandelwal, Rustom
Netam and Anish alias
Sona Rajput with 170 sa-
chets of brown sugar
and 2900 intoxicant
tablets worth about Rs
4.10 lakh.

Some of the major
cases of theft included
the arrest of Anwar
Khan, Dwarika Das
Manikpuri, Sagar Sen,
Som Chand Soni alias
Guddu, Raju Soni alias
Omkar and Jitendra
alias Jitu Pawar in total
41 cases of theft.

About 1.30 kg of gold
jewellery, about 6 kg of
silver jewelery and Rs 01
lakh in cash were recov-
ered from them. Old
Bhilai Police solved the
incident of theft of mo-
bile phones and acces-
sories from the mobile
shop and recovered 41
mobiles from the ac-
cused Jitu alias Jitendra
Baya.

Major action taken
against vehicle theft in-
cluded the case of Old
Bhilai Police Station in
which a stolen truck
trailer was recovered
from the accused
Hareram Manjhi. Police
Station Khursipar ar-
rested the accused
Shubham Nandi, Ayush
Tiwari and Pritam
Nishad with 10 vehicles.

In another case, Police
Station Khursipar recov-
ered the stolen truck num-
ber CG 07 AE 5534. Several
cases of chain snatching
and loot were also solved
in the year 2022.

ACCU team identified
the accused with the help
of CCTV footage and ar-
rested Ravi Gupta and
Mahesh Yadav with 03
pieces of gold chain and
02 scooters worth 05
lakhs. In another case,
Rajat Singh of
Khursipar, Dheeraj
Manjhi of Khursipar
and Kuldeep Kaushik
were arrested with mo-
bile phones, sold jew-
ellery and stolen 
vehicles.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: Over ten
thousand devotees partici-
pated in the 151 Kundiya
gayatri Mahayajna which
was organised to celebrate
the silver jubilee of
AshwamedhMahayagya
which was organised in
the year 1993 in Bhilai. The
mega religious event came
to an end with poornahuti
on Friday. On the last day,
AWGP Chief ShailBala
Pandya, Devsanskriti
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya and the women
awareness wing chief
Shaifali Pandya were spe-
cially present.

The dignity of a man
lies in the fact that whoev-
er takes the highest resolu-
tion, should reach it to per-
fection. Man is not perfect
but should make continu-
ous efforts to attain perfec-
tion. Idealists interested in
sacrificial life should take
this vow in the direction of

perfection and keep mov-
ing forward till achieving
the goal. It is only expected
from human beings that
they should avoid inferior
tendencies and move to-
wards divinity. With these
wishes, the 151 Kundiya
Gayatri Mahayagya was
organized at Sector 7
Dussehra ground. More
than 20000 devotees and
dignitaries attended the
Ashvamedha Silver
Jubilee celebrations. On
the last day of the grand
religious program, Dev
S a n s k r i t i
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice-
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya, Shailbala Pandya

and Gayatri Parivar Nari
Jagran chief Shefali
Pandya delivered ser-
mons. The religious ritu-
als and mahayajna were
conducted by Pandit
Shyam Bihari Dubey.

SP Singh, Mohan Umre,
RamswaroopSahu, Dr PL
Sao, Kiran Chaturvedi
welcomed their spiritual
leaders, who had arrived
from Shantikunj
Haridwar. The Mahayajna
was conducted by a team
led by Pandit Shyam
Bihari Dubey including
Ramesh Tiwari, Basant
Yadav, Narayan
R a g h u v a n s h i ,
M a n h a r a n S a h u ,

Parmeshwar Sahu,
Bhushan Chaudhary,
Vikas, Vinod Netam,
Chandrabhan Maurya and
Gora Prasad. On the last
day, about five thousand
devotees offered aahutis to
the YagyaDevta. On the
last day, Dr Chinmay
Pandya said that everyone
lives for themselves but
you all should learn to live
for others. The one who
lives and dies for others;
his life is Ramayana and
deed is Geeta. We should
lead an ideal life, he said.
ShailBala Pandya also
gave Diksha of Gayatri
Mantra to the devotees.
After the Mahapurnahuti,

Aarti was offered to the
deities and prayers were
offered for world welfare,
happiness and peace.

MP Vijay Baghel, Rajni
Baghel, Dr Dayaram Sahu,
R a m s h i l a S a h u ,
Lakshmipati Raju, Deputy
Zone Coordinator SP
Singh, AP Singh, Raj
Kumar Singh, Dhiraj Lal
Tank, VP Singh, Dr PL
Sao, Yogendra Sahu, YK
Sahu, Anita Sahu,
Vasudev Sharma,
LoknathSahu, Mohan
Umre, Alakh Ram Nayak,
RamswaroopSahu, Prithvi
Pal Sahu, SaraswatiUmre,
Laxman Dewangan, Sunil
Vaishnav, SahdevSahu,
Rajmani Dubey, Dr S
Kumar, Jaikant Poddar,
Dhirendra Sahu,
RamadharMahilang, stu-
dents of Dev Sanskriti
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
SankaraKumhari and
members of Gayatri
Pariwar played a vital role
in making the event a
grand success.

ACCU recovers lost mobiles;
distributes to owners  

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3300:: Anti-Crime and Cyber
Unit of Durg Police has recovered
133 lost mobiles worth Rs 27 lakhs.
On the instructions of the Inspector
General of Police, the ACCU traced
the lost mobiles and now the recov-
ered mobiles are being distributed
to the owners. 

While addressing media persons
here at the Police Control Room on
Friday, SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that the police stations are
regularly getting reports of missing
mobiles. Taking the matter into cog-
nizance, Inspector General of Police
(Durg Range) Dr Anand Chhabra (IPS)
had given instructions to trace the
missing mobiles and hand them over
to the applicants. Under the guidance
of Additional Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and Deputy
Superintendent of Police (Crime)

Nasar Siddiqui, the Anti-Crime and
Cyber Unit led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra traced the lost mobiles and
distributed them to the concerned
mobile owners. As per the instructions
of senior officials, ACCU conducted a
campaign to find the mobiles on the
basis of applications received in the
year 2021-2022. 

With tireless hard work and dedi-
cation, the Anti-Crime and Cyber Unit
recovered 133 lost mobiles which
were being used by other persons in
Durg, Bhilai, Rajnandgaon, Balod,
Bemetara and Raipur areas. Total
value of the recovered mobiles is
about Rs 27 lakh. The recovered mo-
biles are being duly distributed to the
concerned applicants. On the instruc-
tions of the Superintendent of Police,
a list of the IMEI numbers of recov-
ered mobiles will be uploaded on the
social media accounts (Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter) of Durg Police. 

BMC GBM approves all proposals within two hours

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 30: On Friday,
the General Body Meeting
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation approved all
the proposals within two
hours. The ruling
Congress got the advan-
tage of having a majority
in the house while the op-
position appeared helpless
as they failed to corner the
ruling party over signifi-
cant issues including the
recent outbreak of diar-
rhoea in Camp area.

The meeting began at

11:00 hrs on the day. The
opposition corporators de-
manded from the Mayor to
give his statement on the
outbreak of diarrhoea.
The BJP corporators in-
cluding Daya Singh,
Rikesh Sen, Piyush
Mishra, P Shyamsundar
Rao and others tried to
create a scene in the house
over this issue. On this the
Mayor stated that discus-
sions on other issues will
be done after the debate on
agenda. He started read-
ing out the proposals in-
cluded in the agenda. Over

the issues of making alter-
native arrangements for
the shopkeepers affected
due to Canal Road,
Corporator Piyush Mishra
demanded to conduct an
inquiry over the owner-
ship of a land. Thereafter,
the Mayor tabled the pro-
posal to rename the Power
House Fish Market after
former Corporator Late
Gaffar Khan. On this
issue, BJP corporators
questioned who had raised
this demand. BJP
Corporator Bhojraj Sinha
stated that mother of

Shaheed Vikram Manjhi
has demanded to name
this fish market after her
son's name. Mayor replied
that a Square has been al-
ready named after
Shaheed Vikram Manjhi
and further stated that
Late Gaffar Khan had
been doing business in
this fish market for a long
time and he was a member
of the house for a long pe-
riod. After a noisy scene,
the proposal was finally
passed on the basis of ma-
jority. The Fish Market
will be named after Late

Gaffar Khan.
The General Body fur-

ther approved the propos-
als to construct CC Road
from Gaurav Path to Azad
Square in Ramnagar
Ward. Drain construction,
Tubular Pole installation
etc will also be done.
Further, one part of the
sector 1 garden will be
named after Late Mini
Mata while the second
part will be named after
Shaheed Amit Nayak.

During the discussion
on the city sanitation, MiC
member Laxmipati Raju

entered into an argument
with BJP Corporator
Piyush Mishra. Mishra de-
manded discussion over
the deaths of two sanita-
tion workers and ques-
tioned why the Black
Listed contractors have
been awarded works and
how the BMC is going to
make payments to them.
The opposition tried to
corner the ruling party
over the issue of city sani-
tation but failed in their at-
tempt. All the proposals of
city sanitation were
passed with majority. The
opposition tried to raise
several other issues but
discussion was not held.

Publicising the achieve-
ments of his department,
Congress Corporator from
Radhika Nagar and MiC
member Aditya Singh had
come in house wearing a
text banner in which the
significant works done in
the field of education,
sports and youth welfare
were displayed.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 31,  2022

151 Kundiya Gayatri Mahayajna concludes with poornahuti

Model Gauthan
inaugurated in
new Ganjmandi

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  3300:: The DurgMunicipal
Corporation has constructed a model
Gauthan in New Ganj Mandi at
Dhamdha Naka, taking forward the
state government's important
scheme Narwa, Garwa, Ghurwa and
Bari. This Gauthan will be the second
of its kind of the city. The first one in
Gokulnagar Pulgaon is being operat-
ed by Women self help group. On this
occasion MLA Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal, State Backward
Classes Commission Vice Chairman
RN Verma, Corporation
Commissioner Lokesh Chandrakar,
Speaker Rajesh Yadav, District
Central Cooperative Bank President
Rajendra Sahu, Madrasa Board
President Altaf Ahmed, Agricultural
Produce Market President Ashwani
Sahu, MIC Abdul Gani, Members of
the newly created Gauthan
Committee and MIC members Bhola
Mahobia, Deepak Sahu, Mandeep
Singh Bhatia, Shankar Thakur,
Jayashree Joshi, General Secretary
Sandeep Vora, worshiped cows in the
newly constructed Gauthan during
the inauguration.



FOUNDATION DAY

Students of Rashtriya Ucchatar Madhyamik Vidyalaya presented variety of cultural

programmes on its foundation day here on Friday.

FIR registered against several BJP leaders 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3300::  Bharatiya
Janata Party gheraoed
Municipal Corporation the
Raipur Police have registered
FIR against more than 100
BJP leaders and workers for
allegedly going on rampage,
scuffling with the cops, mis-
behaving with the lady cops
and damaging the properties
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) during
their protest dharna. The FIR
has been registered on com-
plaints of a policeman and
Zone-4 commissioner.

It was told that the BJP
leader climbed on the iron
grill at the gate in order to
climb the balcony of the cor-
poration office. They

allegedly scuffled with the
policemen besides abusing
them on being prevented
from climbing the balcony. It
was claimed that police con-
stable Ravi Podiyam was also
assaulted and suffered an
injury near his ear. Woman
constable Manju Minj too
was attacked with a ball of
wet clay in her eyes.

Phuleshwari Netam too
was assaulted. Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Jyotsna Chowdhary
also suffered a cut on her
neck. Complaint has been
registered against BJP work-
ers Harish Sahu, Rahul Rai,
Bajrang Dhruv, Shubhakanr
Dwivedi, Mrityunjay Dubey,
Pranay Sahu, Sachin
Meghani, Vikas Shukla,
Sandeep Kasar, Harshila

Rupali Sharma, Neetu Thakur
and 50 others. According to
the complaint of Zone 4
Commissioner the iron grill
channel of the main door of
the corporation building,
window panes, pots were
broken during the BJP’s
protest. A political flag was
placed in the balcony of the
Corporation building. 

Meanwhile according to
BJP District President Jayati
Patel the police personnel
manhandled the BJP workers
and leaders. BJP leaders and
workers were also hurt. FIR
was not registered on com-
plaints of BJP leaders. Patel
said that BJP was not going
to be afraid of such FIR;
rather it will continue to
raise issues of public 
interest. 

Children mesmerize audience
with their performance

Raipur, Dec 30: The an-
nual day celebration of
Kids Paradise Play School,
Kabir Nagar was held at
the school premises re-
cently. Children, dressed
up in colourful costumes
performed at the cultural
programme organized on
the theme of patriotism.
The children of nursery
class, who were perform-
ing on stage for the first
time, got a lot of applause.

‘Desh Rangila’, ‘Sandesh
Aate Hai’, ‘Kesariya Rang’
etc. songs were mesmeriz-
ingly presented. MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma
was present as the chief
guest on the occasion.

Satbir Singh, Dr Mukesh
Shah, Poornima Tiwari
and school staff along
with Director Sachin
Sharma and a large num-
ber of parents were 
present.

Raipur, Dec 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has expressed
deep condolences on the
sad demise of four mem-
bers of the same family
in a road accident that
took place in village
Timarlaga of Sarangarh
tehsil in Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh district, when
their car fell into a un-

used mine. The mine was
filled with water up to 20-
25 feet. Chief Minister
has assured the bereaved
family of providing
every possible support in
this difficult situation.
Baghel has directed the
District Administration
to provide the best possi-
ble medical facility to
their daughter, who was
injured in the accident.
As per the provisions of
the Revenue Book
Circular (RBC), financial
aid of Rs 4 lakh per de-
ceased will be provided
to the family.

Welfare of human society lies in the path shown by Baba: CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  3300:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that the
great message given by Guru
Ghasidas Baba, ‘Mankhe-
Mankhe Ek Samman’, the state
of Chhattisgarh is forging new
dimensions of development by
walking on the path of develop-
ment, harmony, peace and love.
The welfare of humanity is being
done by following the path
shown by Baba. We all are chil-
dren of God, Truth is God and
God is Truth. Chief Minister Mr.

Baghel was addressing a huge
gathering on the occasion of the
conclusion of the state level
Guru Ghasidas Baba Lok
Mahotsav and Jayanti Samaroh
2022, organised at Nawagarh,
development block headquarters
under Bemetara district on
Friday. Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Nawagarh Gurudayal

Singh Banjare felicitated the
Chief Minister on behalf of the
society by wearing a turban and
presenting him with a symbol.
On this occasion, the Chief
Minister worshiped Baba Guru
Ghasidas and wished for the
happiness, prosperity and wel-
fare of the state. On this occa-
sion, Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh

Baghel directed the collector to
hand over government land in
the name of Guru Balak Das Seva
Samiti on the request of Satnam
Samaj under legal process.
Along with this, announced to
give Rs one crore  for the con-
struction of Jaitkham and build-
ing in Nawagarh. Chief Minister
said that following the message
and path of Baba Guru Ghasidas,
the Satnami community is mov-
ing towards development. He
said that Satnami community
has not only been educated by
Baba’s message, but by being
aware and leading, is contribut-
ing significantly in the develop-
ment of Chhattisgarh along with
its society. He said that the
youth of Satnami community are
moving forward by taking inspi-
ration from Baba’s blessings and

message and are contributing in
the development of
Chhattisgarh. The Chief Minister
said that the message given by
Baba Guru Ghasidas is not only
for one person, one society, one
state and one country, but it is
relevant even today for the
whole world. The Chief Minister
said that if we imbibe even one
word and one line of the mes-
sage given by Baba Guru
Ghasidas in our life, then our
whole life will become meaning-
ful. He said that Baba Guru
Ghasidas has given his message
to the society in a very direct and
simple way. The message he has
given will remain unforgettable
for the entire human society.
Guru Ghasidas has said that
Satnaam is the essence, it
inspires every living being to be

ready for the truth in every
moment. Similarly, the mes-
sage of Guru Ghasidas that
truth is the ornament of man,
always inspires us to imbibe it
in life by adopting true path
and qualities. On this occasion,
Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel gave away cash award
and trophy to the winners of
the state level Open Panthi
dance organised at
Government High School
Ground, Nawagarh. Satsang
Balika Panthi Party Nikum
Durg, who came first in the
competition, was given Rs 1.51
lakh and trophy. Similarly,
Adarsh Panthi party Deori,
Mungeli got Rs 1.10 lakh and
trophy for the second position
and Satya Prachar Panthi
young man Pitora (Nandani

Ahiwara) got Rs 75 thousand for the third position.

Postcard campaign of youth-students
in support of reservation bill

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 30:
Congress and its stu-
dents wing NSUI have
launched a postcard
campaign in support of
reservation amendment
bill. Under the campaign
signatures of youth
would be collected by
setting up stalls outside
colleges, coaching cen-
tres and libraries, said
Youth Congress state
president Akash
Sharma and NSUI state
president Neeraj Pandey
at a press conference
here today. All the
signed postcards would
be sent to the Governor
Ms Anusuiya Uikey in a

bid to seek her signature
on the reservation
amendment bill.

They charged the
Governor with playing
politics with the support
of BJP on the issue. The
reservation amendment
bill was passed in the
state legislative assem-
bly and then sent to the
Governor for signature.
But the bill is pending in
Raj Bhavan since 2nd
December, they said.
The bill has provision of
32% reservation for ST,
13% for SC, 27% for OBC
and 4% for EWS. They
alleged that Governor
was not signing the bill
at the behest of BJP.

Both the leaders said

that they would contin-
ue to work to raise voice
in the interests of the
poor, reserved category
students and unem-
ployed.

Akash Sharma said
that ‘Chhatra Yuva
Adhikar Agrah Kendra’
would be opened outside
all colleges, universities,
coaching centres and li-
braries across the state.
Students and youth will
sign postcards raising
their plight before the
Governor through
‘Agrah Kendra’, he said,
adding that the youth
would send postcards
signed by them from
cities and towns to the
Governor.

CM Baghel pays tribute to
Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla 

Raipur, Dec 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has paid tribute to free-
dom fighter and first
Chief Minister of undi-
vided Madhya Pradesh,
Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla on his death an-
niversary on Dec 31. Chief
Minister Baghel said that
Pt. Ravi Shankar Shukla
was a popular mass
leader and efficient ad-
ministrator. During his
tenure as Chief Minister,
he played an important
role in formulation and

implementation of devel-
opment schemes in vari-
ous sectors including edu-
cation, health and irriga-
tion in Chhattisgarh re-
gion.

Ravi Shankarji played
an active and leading role
in many national move-
ments during the freedom
struggle. He created mass
awareness against the
British rule in
Chhattisgarh and in-
spired people to cooperate
in various movements of
Gandhiji. Chhattisgarh
government will continue
to take forward the works
of Ravi Shankarji, said
Baghel.

National conference of
architects on Jan 6-7

Raipur, Dec 30: The
Chhattisgarh Chapter of
The Indian Institute of
Architects (IIA) is going
to organise two-day na-
tional conference of ar-
chitects from January 6,
2023 at Pt Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium
here. Prior to this confer-
ence the national meeting
and building material ex-
hibition of architects
would be inaugurated on
January 5, 2023.

The national confer-
ence will be inaugurated
on January 6 morning in
presence Of IIA national
president and executive.
On the same day, presen-
tation of Architect

Alaska from Netherlands
and Aniket Bhagwat from
Mumbai will be held in
the first technical session.
In the second technical
session, there will be a
presentation by Architect
Gurujit Singh Matharu
from Ahmedabad,
Architect Prasanna More
from Pune and Architect
Vinu Daniel from
Trivandrum.

On January 7,
Architect Samip Padora
from Mumbai, Manish
Gulati, Architect from
Delhi and Manjunath,
Engineer from Bangalore
will present their views.
Architect Abin
Chowdhary from Kolkata,

Brinda Soumya from
Mumbai will also present
their views in the second
technical session of the
day. A building material
exhibition has also been
organized for the general
public from 10 am to 9 pm
during the conference.
The conference is being
organised with the sup-
port of Indian Institute of
Interior Designer Raipur
Branch, CREDAI, Indian
Building Congress and
Practicing Engineer
Welfare Association.
Students of NIT, Amity,
ITM, NIFD Chanakya and
Aesthetic Institute will
participate in the confer-
ence.

Governor, CM condole demise 
of PM Modi’s mother

Raipur: Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
expressed profound grief
over the demise of Smt.
Heeraben Modi, mother of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi. “I pray
that her soul rests in peace
and may God give enough
strength to the bereaved
family members to bear
the irreparable loss. The
sympathies of all the

countrymen including
people of Chhattisgarh
are with the Prime
Minister”, she said.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel ex-
pressed profound grief
over the demise of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s mother Smt.
Heeraben, and paid trib-
utes to her. He said that
‘the loss of a mother is

like the collapse of the
main pillar in life, which
leaves a huge void in one’s
life. In this hour of grief,
may God give enough
strength to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and the bereaved family
members to bear the ir-
reparable loss. I pray to
God to grant the virtuous
soul a place at His feet’,
added Chief Minister.

Govt decides to start special scheme
for renovation of schools

Raipur, Dec 30: In the
Cabinet meeting chaired
by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his res-
idence office today, cabinet
has decided to start a spe-
cial scheme for the renova-
tion of school buildings.
Under this scheme, a total
of Rs 780 cr will be spent
on the renovation of
schools.

Further in the cabinet
in order to attract in-
vestors in Nava Raipur
Atal Nagar, infrastructure
development fee has been
revised to determine the
lease premium of plots on
the basis of area category
within the sector. Cabinet
has decided to reduce the
present infrastructure de-
velopment fee from Rs.500
per square meter to Rs.100
per square meter for plot
area of more than 50 acres.

Taking an important de-
cision to improve the envi-
ronment through commer-

cial tree plantation and to
boost the income of farm-
ers, Cabinet has decided to
commence Mukhyamantri
Vriksha Sampada Yojana
in the state.

Under this scheme, a
target has been set to plant
15 crore saplings of Clonal
Eucalyptus, tissue culture
teak and bamboo, Millia
Dubia as well as the
saplings of other economi-
cally beneficial species on
nearly one lakh 80 thou-
sand acres in a duration of
five years at the rate of
36000 acres per year.
Government, semi-govern-
ment, autonomous institu-
tions of the government,
private educational insti-
tutions, private trusts,
non-government institu-
tions, panchayats and
lease land holders who
want to do plantation on
their land will be able to
take advantage of this
scheme.

Discussion was held in

the meeting regarding the
implementation of the
Millet Mission program in
the state. Joint initiative
will be taken by the de-
partments of agriculture,
forest, cooperative, pan-
chayat and rural develop-
ment, school education,
scheduled caste and tribe
development, food, women
and child development
and Gramodyog, indus-
tries, culture, commerce
and industry, tourism,
public relations, home and
jail, commercial tax and
health and family welfare.

The cabinet also ap-
proved draft of the
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Regularization of
U n a u t h o r i z e d
D e v e l o p m e n t
(Amendment) Bill-2022
was approved. The draft of
the Chhattisgarh
Gambling (Prohibition)
Bill-2022 was approved.
Proceedings of the 23rd
meeting of the Central

Regional Council held in
Bhopal on August 22, 2022
and the new agenda point
for the upcoming meeting
of the Standing
Committee of the Central
Regional Council were dis-
cussed and Chief Minister
was authorized to finalize
the agenda point for the
upcoming meeting.

Cabinet has decided to
constitute district-level ag-
glomeration and district-
level committee in 5 new
districts for monitoring
the cluster level imple-
mentation of the central
and state sponsored
schemes related to inter-
departmental and inter-
body.

The amendment draft of
Chhattisgarh Motor
Vehicle Taxation Act 1991
for levy of lifetime tax
from ambulance category
vehicles was approved.
The draft of amendment
in the Chhattisgarh Motor
Vehicle Taxation Act 1991

and Rules 1991 was ap-
proved to increase the tem-
porary registration tax on
vehicles.

Cabinet has decided to
distribute fortified rice in
all the districts of the state
to the ration card holders
(except APL) under the
state scheme. An amount
of Rs 26.42 crore will be
spent on this work.

Cabinet has decided to
distribute free food grains
on Antyodaya and priority
ration cards issued under
the Chhattisgarh Food and
Nutrition Security Act
2012, similar to the distri-
bution of free food grains
from the month of
January 2023 to December
2023 on the ration cards is-
sued under the National
Food Security Act 2013.

The draft of amendment
in Chhattisgarh Industrial
Land and Management
Rules 2015 was approved.

The report of judicial
inquiry into the incident
of the death of Honorable
MLA Shri Bhima Mandavi
of Assembly Constituency
No. 88 Dantewada was pre-
sented.

Decision was taken re-
garding valuation of as-
sets under Chhattisgarh
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical College
Durg (Acquisition) Act
2021.
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under RBC
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State-level Surta Samman ceremony
of late Tarachand on Jan 1

Nandini Ahiwara, Dec
30: Under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh Cultural Cell,
the state level Surta
Samman ceremony of late
Tarachand Sahu and an-
cestors will be organized
in Ahiwara Nagar on
January 1, in which the
memory of senior people
of Sahu community will
be honoured and a free
health check-up camp will
also organized by the sen-
ior doctors of Sahu Samaj.
State, District, Tehsil,
Area, unit level office
bearers are expected to at-
tend this event.

For the preparation of
the said event, a review
meeting was held at Sahu
Sadan Ahiwara under the

chairmanship of Lakhan
Lal Guruji General
Secretary and in this
Shyamlal Sahu President,
Tehsil Sahu Sangh
Dhamdha and regional
presidents and Mahant
Leeladhar Das, the con-
venor of City Sahu Sangh
Ahiwara and Cultural Cell
State Sahu Sangh were
present.

The meeting was held in
the presence of Dr.
Rajendra Sahu, General
Secretary, Cultural Cell,
Anuj Sahu, Councilor,
Hemant Sahu, Vikram
Guruji, Sukrit Sahu,
Bhukan Sahu, Kundan
Sahu, Gangaram, Puranik
Sahu, Kirti Sahu,
Khemesh Sahu etc. office
bearers of the society.

State’s 1st TAVI Valve Implantation at
ACI of Ambedkar Hospital

Raipur, Dec 30: Doctors
in Advance Cardiac
Institute (ACI) of Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, affili-
ated to Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College, Raipur gave a new
life to a 72-year-old man by
successfully performing
Transcatheter Aortic
Valve Implantation (TAVI
Process) procedure to im-
plant valve within valve at
his heart. Head of
Cardiology Department,
Advance Cardiac Institute,
Dr Smit Srivastava and
team implanted TAVI
valve inside the old surgi-
cal valve of the patient in
the high risk category at
the stage called old age.

Dr Smit Srivastava im-
planted a new valve inside
a pre-implanted surgical
valve in a high-risk elderly
patient with hypertension

and rheumatic heart dis-
ease, through a thin wire
(similar to the way a stent
is placed in a blood vessel
during angioplasty). This
whole process is called
valve-in-valve TAVI. This
is the first case in the state
to implant a valve inside a
valve through tran-
scatheter aortic valve im-
plantation (TAVI) in the
disease of aortic valve nar-
rowing or aortic stenosis.
Giving information about
the case Cardiologist Dr
Smit Srivastava, said that
a paramount valve was
transplanted in the elderly

patient in the year 2009
through open heart sur-
gery in a private heart hos-
pital. In February 2022, the
patient started having
problems due to this valve.
According to him the life
span of a person suffering
from aortic stenosis re-
mains only for three years
due to angina or pain in
the heart.

If dizziness comes and
faints, then the life span re-
mains only for 2 years, he
said and added that the eld-
erly patient had chest pain
and dizziness and heart
function was only 35 per-

cent. It was a high risk
case so it was decided to
treat it with TAVI proce-
dure, he said, adding that
the mean gradient of the
valve was greater than 60
mmHg.

Looking at all this, it was
decided to transplant valve
in valve to this patient and
successful transplant was
done on 22nd December, he
said. The loss of sodium
from the patient’s body has
decreased, he said, adding
that the patient became
completely healthy.

Dr Srivastava attributed
success of this procedure
to government’s health as-
sistance scheme, support
of all the doctors and other
staff. He also mentioned
the support of CTVS
Department head Dr KK
Sahu and Dr Nishant
Singh Chandel,
Cardiologist Dr Jogesh
Vishandasani, Resident
Doctor Pratik Gupta, Dr
Kumar Ujjawl and Dr Ekta
Singh, Dr Shruti from
Anaesthesia and Critical
Care.

Farmers now reaching banks instead of moneylenders: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara (Nawagarh),
Dec 30: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday reached Dadhi
village of Nawagarh as-
sembly constituency
under the Bemetara dis-
trict as a part of his
mammoth public interac-
tion drive ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
Addressing the people
present in Dadhi village,
he said that the farmers
of Chhattisgarh are buy-
ing agricultural land, in-
vesting in agriculture,
and building the future of
their children. Earlier
farmers used to go to the
moneylender’s house,
but now their money re-
mains deposited in the
bank. The money being
given to the farmers
through schemes is com-
ing into the banking sys-
tem, which will speed up
development, this is a big
change to bring prosperi-
ty to the farmers.

Chief Minister said,
“Our state is a rice bowl,
yet because of local cir-
cumstances, many peo-
ple had to quit agricul-
ture. Today, though, it ap-
pears that the situation
has changed. Now farm-
ers are happy in
Chhattisgarh. Chief
Minister  Bhupesh
Baghel, speaking at

Bhent-Mulaqat, said that
he came to the Nawagarh
assembly constituency in
Dadhi to take feedback
and know about the
ground reality of the
schemes being imple-
mented by the state gov-
ernment.

He is accompanied by
officials of the Mantralay
and members of the as-
sembly constituency. He
further said that the pur-
pose of this program is to
directly interact with
local people.

While discussing loan
waiver and paddy pro-
curement, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel said
that the fourth install-

ment of the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana will
be released on March 31.
Even after the COVID cri-

sis, the state government
continued to implement
various public welfare
schemes. The install-

ments were released de-
spite the challenging cir-
cumstances. He further
said, “This is a beautiful
time in Bemetara, crops
of papaya, sugarcane,
and banana are flourish-
ing.

I noticed no hay burn-
ing anywhere in
Nawagarh. I appreciate
you abiding by my re-
quest to stop the burning
of hay and to donate it to
gauthans”. He said that
the farmers of
Chhattisgarh are happy,
they are investing in
agriculture, fulfilling
their needs and so,
progress and prosperity
are on the rise.

BoB organises Sub-Committee
meeting on Financial Inclusion

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 30: Under
the chairmanship of Mrs.
Sheetal Shashwat Verma,
Director, Institutional
Finance, in association
with Bank of Baroda, a
meeting of the sub-com-
mittee of the State Level
Bankers’ Committee on
Financial Inclusion was
organised on December
28. In this  meeting, all the
bank heads were directed
by the chairperson to
open branches in the re-
mote areas of
Chhattisgarh for expan-
sion of banking branch-
es. Along with this, in-
structions were given to
Jan Dhan account hold-
ers to benefit from social
security services such as

Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana and Atal Pension
Yojana etc. and the
progress of banks in the
field of financial inclu-
sion was reviewed. The
Reserve Bank of India di-
rected to review and acti-
vate the Business
Correspondents at fre-
quent intervals, to pro-

vide financial services
smoothly in all rural and
urban areas. Mrs Shaili
Jamour, Deputy General
Manager, NABARD in-
formed all the banks
about the Financial
Inclusion Fund scheme
and informed about the
use of this fund to pro-
vide financial services in
remote areas. On behalf
of Bank of Baroda,

Network Deputy General
Manager, Chhattisgarh,
Mr. Anmay Mishra called
upon to follow the in-
structions given by the
Chairperson and gave de-
tailed information about
financial inclusion. SLBC
Chief, D.K. Upadhyay
asked all the banks to
take immediate action on
the space allotted for
banking expansion.
Heads/representatives of
all the banks of
Chhattisgarh state, repre-
sentatives of NABARD
and government depart-
ments participated in this
programme.

The program was coor-
dinated by Mr. Arvind
Verma, Senior Manager,
Bank of Baroda, Raipur.
Bank of Baroda, Mr.
Nishant Dwivedi, Mr.
Baljit Singh and Mr.
Prasannajit Mukherjee
cooperated in this pro-
gram.

CM Baghel unveiled the state 
government’s New Year calendar

Raipur, Dec 30: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today unveiled the New Year
calendar of the Chhattisgarh
government in his residen-
tial office after a cabinet
meeting. In the New Year cal-
endar issued by the
Chhattisgarh Government,
the attractive pictures ex-
pressing the colorful culture
of the state are making it
look extremely beautiful.
Through the New Year calen-
dar, the new model of devel-
opment created by the
Chhattisgarh government in
the fields of art, culture,
food, festivities, sports, con-
servation and development
of tourist places is being dis-
played. On the occasion of
the calendar release, the
members of the Council of

Ministers, the Chief
Secretary, and the
Secretaries of all depart-
ments were also present. The
picture of Chhattisgarh
Mehatari on every page of
the calendar, issued with the
theme of Chhattisgarhiya
Jagar, seems to symbolize
the pride and honor of
Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, while re-
leasing the 2023 calendar of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, gave his New Year’s
greetings and best wishes to
everyone. The Chief
Minister said that he is a
common Chhattisgarhiya
person. He has done every-

thing that an ordinary
Chhattisgarhi villager does
in his daily life. His lifestyle
has been like any other com-
mon man’s, and inherently,
he is still that common man.
The Chhatttisgarhiya flair in
his manners and behavior
has always been there and
will remain so.

He said that our culture is
very ancient and prosperous.
Our identity is governed by
our culture. Culture isn’t cre-
ated in a day, but is refined
through hundreds of years
and many generations to
reach its current form. It is,
therefore, a matter of pride
for us. The New Year calen-
dar of the Chhattisgarh gov-

ernment documents our cul-
tural heritage.

Pictures displaying the
glory of food donation on the
occasion of Chhechhera-
Punni Tihar, the beautiful
scenery showing the Maghi
Punni Mela in Rajim, the
grand and beautiful struc-
ture of the Shivrinarayan
Temple, Chhattisgarhiya
sports, and food (Bore Basi),
the center of tribal faith-
Devgudi, Hareli Tihar, the
National Tribal Dance
Festival, Teeja Tihar, Bastar
Dussehra, Chandkhuri
Dham, and Karma festival
have been included in the
calendar, which is a symbol
of Chhattisgarhiya Jagar.

Prof. Ranjan Gupta 

visited IIT Bhilai

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: Prof.
Ranjan Gupta from the
IUCAA (Inter-University
Centre for Astronomy
and Astrophysics, Pune)
visited IIT Bhilai from
December 22 to 24, 2022.
Prof. Gupta is an expert
in astronomy, and he has

had an illustrious career
at the Institute of
Geomagnetism and sub-
sequently at the Inter-
University Centre for
Astronomy and
Astrophysics.

During his stay at IIT
Bhilai, he visited the per-
manent campus site to
see the observatory
tower which is currently
under construction. He
provided valuable sug-
gestions about the struc-
ture, data collection, and
maintenance of the ob-
servatory.

He also gave a talk re-
garding different
megaprojects in physics
and astronomy and the
contribution of India in
terms of manpower and
developing infrastruc-
ture.

He provided deep in-
sight about the kind of
work undergoing in
these mega projects and
how one can get them-
selves involved in such
projects and contribute
positively.

Of the State Level
Bankers Committee

Rainbow hues of
Chhattisgarhi culture
will be seen in the New
Year’s calendar

72-year-old man gets
new life through 
valve-in-valve procedure

CM announces slew of
development work for
Dadhi village of
Nawagarh Assembly
Constituency

>Announces to give Dadhi
village a full tehsil status

>Announces opening of
Swami Atmanand
English medium school
village Dadhi

>Announces opening of a
District Cooperative
Bank branch in
Pratappur village

>Announces construction
of CC Road from Sahda
Dev Chowk to main
entrance

>Announces construction
of community hall village
Dadhi

>Announces construction
of road from Semaria to
Sendri via Bhainsbod

>Announces to renovate
Raja Bada

>Announces construction
of a new building for
high school in
Chargawan and primary
school in Tarke

CM’s announcement 
for village Dadhi

Chief Minister has made
various announcement for
the Dadhi village which
includes giving the full
tehsil status to village
Dadhi, opening of a Swami
Atmanand English medium
school, construction of a
CC road from Sahda Dev
Chowk to the main
entrance of the village, a
Community hall to be con-
structed in Dadhi, con-
struction of road from
Semaria to Sendri via
Bhainsbod, renovation of
Raja Bada, opening of a
District Cooperative Bank
branch in village
Pratappur, a new high
school for Chargawan and
a new building for primary
school at Tarke.

Gauthan committee maintains
Gauthan with its own funds

Prabhuram, the President of the Damedih Gauthan
Committee, said that their committee has received Rs. 6 lakhs.

The money is being used for the maintenance of
Gauthans. The Chief Minister said that India’s
socialist leaders always believed policies could not
be made while sitting in air-conditioned rooms.
The state government is creating schemes in the
village and utilizing the money for the village.

Prabhuram further said that they had always dreamed of this
day. Even ancestors had this dream. Mahatma Gandhi had the
same dream. Today, this dream is coming true. The state gov-
ernment under the able leadership of CM Mr.Bhupesh Baghel is
using the village’s money for the development of the village.

Persons authorized by Divyangjan can
also take ration from the ration shop

A beneficiary raised the issue of differently-abled people
going to the ration shop to obtain rations, to which the Chief
Minister responded that orders have been issued that in such
a circumstance, authorized persons can also take rations
according to rules if reaching the shop is a major challenge.

Gendsingh Verma said that
he owns 4.5 acres of land. His
debt worth Rs. 90,000 has
been waived off. He has used
the money for borewell min-
ing. He has also done
wire fencing to obtain
the Rabi harvest.
While interacting
with the Chief
Minister, Mr. Indru
Sahu told that his
loan of Rs.1 lakh has been
waived off under the loan
waiver scheme, he has also
sold paddy, and the money
has been credited into his
account. Hearing this, the

Chief Minister asked - what
did he take for his wife, in
reply Mr. Indru told that he
has bought Kardhan for his
wife and two daughters-in-

law. A beneficiary of
Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Yojana, Anita
Sahu, said to the
Chief Minister that
she is educating her
children with the help

of the money she obtained
from the scheme. The Chief
Minister, while praising her,
said that she has given the
right direction to secure the
future of her children.

Gend Singh’s loan of Rs 90,000 waived off

During the Jan
Chaupal, Neelam Sahu, a
resident of village
Dadhi, said that they
have 4 members in the
family and they get 40 kg
of rice, and two kg of salt
free of cost. They have to
pay only for the sugar i.e.
Rs 17. While interacting
with the Chief Minister,
Ashish Sinha praised
Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.
He urged to further in-
crease the amount pro-
vided under the scheme.

Chief Minister replied
with a smile on his face
and said that Rahul ji
had also come and said
the same thing. The
amount was increased at
that time. Chief Minister
replied that the price of
gas is fixed by the
Central Government.

People praised the Rajiv Gandhi

Gramin Bhoomiheen Krishi

Mazdoor Nyay Yojana

Godhan Nyay Yojana
enabled Dulapa to bear
her family’s expenses
During the Jan Chaupal,

when the Chief Minister
asked about the Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Dulapa Yadav
said that she had sold 500
quintals of cow dung. She
has received Rs.50,000, and
she will soon receive
another Rs.50,000.
Furthermore, she does not
own any farmland. however,
she is able to run the house
with the money she earns
through  Godhan  Nyay Yojana.
While interacting with the
Chief Minister Mrs. Leela Sahu
said that her group was
formed in 2020 and they have
earned Rs.2 lakh 82 thousand
by selling vermicompost. They
are also carrying out works
related to Kodo. The Chief
Minister praised them after
hearing this.

NNeexxtt  iinnssttaallllmmeenntt  uunnddeerr  RRaajjiivv  YYuuvvaa  MMiittaann  CClluubb  YYoojjaannaa  ttoo  bbee  rreelleeaasseedd  oonn  JJaannuuaarryy  1122

During the Jan Chaupal, Panna Lal, a member of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club Umaria told the Chief
Minister about the activities of the club and said that earlier there was no such wonderful scheme.
They had organized Ramayana with this amount. Talking about the ‘Chhattisgarhiya Olympics’,
Radhika said that after so many years she played traditional sports like fugdi. Her kids also played and
they all enjoyed it a lot. Pradeep Pathak said that they had organized the competition in the village.
On this, the Chief Minister said that the next installment will be distributed to the Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club on January 12.
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Bijapur, Dec 30: CEO
District Panchayat Ravi
Kumar Sahu conducted
surprise inspection in
order to take stock of actu-
al situation of 'Gauthans'
in the Gram Panchayats of
Bhairamgarh Janpad here
on Thursday. During this
he inspected the condition
of cow-dung purchase and
preparation of vermi-com-
post in the Gauthans of
villages of Jangala,
Jaivram, Mingachal.

Expressing annoyance
over shortage of technical
aspects in preparing of
vermi-compost in the

Gauthans and lack of

timely inspection by the
Asst. Agriculture
Development Extension
Officer, directed to ensure
its regular inspection.

On this occasion he gave
necessary suggestions to
WSHG in Jaivaram
Gauthan to take up veg-
etable production. He also
conducted inspection of
selection of venue for
Rural Industrial Centre in
Garm Mangalnar and
Gadamali.

By holding meeting with
female members of WSHG
of Mingalchal, he took in-
formation about the cow-

dung purchase and prepa-
ration of vermi-compost
by the Group. The women
cited the problems being
faced in running of the
Gauthans to the CEO and
asked for early solution.

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
interacted with the com-
mon people of Bemetara
assembly in Devarbija
under the state-wide meet-
ing program. During this,
the police took into custody
the farmer leader Yogesh

Tiwari who was going to
submit a memorandum to
the Chief Minister regard-
ing the expansion of irri-
gation facilities and vil-
lages affected by the erro-
neous delimitation.

During this, the farmer
leader told the police per-
sonnel that the Chief
Minister has come to meet
the common people of
Bemetara assembly under
the meeting program. In
such a situation, he is
being prevented from
handing over the memo-
randum informing the
Chief Minister about the
problems of the area,
which is unfortunate.

The farmer leader said

that the villagers of 18 vil-
lages are suffering due to
the erroneous delimita-
tion during the division of
Bemetara- Durg district.

The villagers of these
villages have to visit the of-
fices of Durg- Bemetara
for their every minor prob-
lem, yet the problems are
not resolved. That's why
they were going to meet
the Chief Minister to de-
mand that these villages
should be completely in-
cluded in the Bemetara
Assembly.

During this, Gokul
Sahu Subhau Sahu Ajay
Mishra, Manoj Patel,
Maheshwar Patel, Manoj
Sinha, Govind Sahu Pun
U Sahu Balram Rai,
Dnyaneshwar Sahu,
Shantilal Kurre, Jeevan
Banjare, Nathuram
Sahu, Topender
Sonwani, Kishan Patel,
Naresh Rai along with
farmer leader , Tilak
Sinha, Sandeep Sharma,
Dilip Sahu, Arun Tiwari,
Bajrang, Karan Dubey,
Umashankar Verma,
Bhuneshwar Patel,
Surendra Sahu,
Yogendra Rajput, Keshlal
Sahu, Saroj Pal etc were
present.

DSWB observe ‘Gaurav Mah’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 29: On occa-
sion of Armed Forces Day
on Dec 7 and 'Vijay Diwas'
on Dec 16, 'Gaurva Diwas'
was observed. In this con-
text, District Sainik
Welfare Board (DSWB)
member, para-comman-
does and teacher-
Purshottam Kumar
Chandra, Kalyan convener
Maj. Shivendra Pandey

(retd.), Accountant
Surendra Rathore felicitat-
ed many from block head-
quarters Takathpur by
pinning them with the
token Armed Forces Flag.
Among those felicitated in-
cluded- Head Master Govt
Primary School
Nadiyapara Chana
Dongari- Manharan Lal
Kaiwart, Teachers- RK
Bhoi, Bhupendra Kashyap,
Keshav Prasad Sahu, RK
Kashyap, Ashwini Kurre,
Chandresh Tiwari,
Mahesh Kaushik, teacher-
Ramsheela Kashyap, staff
of the School- Vimala Bai,
Sunita Dhangarh.

Kalyan convener on this

occasion gave information
about the amount handed
over to the family mem-
bers of the soldiers which
was collected on occasion
of Armed Forces Day and
about other economic as-
sistance given to them. The
programme began with
the state song.

The School's manage-
ment felicitated Kalyan
convener and accountant
with the flower bouquet. It
was conducted by PK
Chandra. Th members of
District Sainik Board ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the School family for their
kind gesture towards the
Sainiks.

Sangh has been rendering services
for the society for long: Sharma

Central Chronicle News

Kasdol, Dec 30: The
week-long training pro-
gramme of 'Prathamik
Shiksha Varg' of RSS in
Saraswati Shishu Mandir
(SSM) Balodabazar dis-
trict concluded here on
Thursday. The chief
speaker in this training
programme on the con-
cluding day was Jagdish
Patel (Sah-Prant-Sampark
Chief) and chief guest was
Verma Sharma Principal
Indra Devi Gouraha
Vidyalaya. Special guest
on the occasion were
Khodasram Kashyap
District Sangh-Chalak-
and Rajendra Nirala- Varg
Karyavahak.

In this programme, the
entire 'Vrath' of pro-
gramme was put forth by

Varg Karyavah Rajendra
Nirala. Niralaji inforemd
that in this training, all
the RSS workers from en-
tire Mandal Khand came
on their expenditure and
took part in the training
and it was residential
training.

In this the RSS workers
were imparted training on
physical and mental devel-
opment. Speaking on the
occasion chief guest said
that RSS has been working
for the society and the na-
tion since beginning and

despite being in adverse
conditions, has always
worked to achieve its tar-
get. In this world's largest
organisation, the people
from different sections of
society are gathered and
imparted training on pa-
triotism and for the wel-
fare of society and nation.

Chief Speaker in his ad-
dress held detailed discus-
sions on the country, reli-
gion, culture and ex-
change of thoughts and
said that Sangh has always
being favourable for devel-

opment of country's rich
culture and heritage and
participation of people in
it.

There are many activi-
ties of RSS viz. 'Gousewa',
'Kutumb Prabodhan', 'envi-
ronment' and other sub-
jects, wherein discsusions
are held to create aware-
ness in the society.

He also informed that
any person joining RSS al-
ways comes and is filled
with sentiments of RSS
and as & when emergency
or adverse situations have

come before country,
Sangh and its workers
have done remarkable
work in favour of people
and the society.

The RSS workers get-
ting trained in this camp
will make efforts for more
of an organised society
and would unite people
with Hindutva philosophy.
Through this 7-day train-
ing, RSS worker develops a
sense of dedication and ac-
countability towards the
society, he added.

The vote of thanks was
proposed by all arrange-
ments head and 'Sah-
Khand Karyavah'-
Puneshwar Nath Mishra
and he expressed grati-
tude towards all those who
extended help and cooper-
ation in making this train-
ing camp a grand success.
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Adequate resources in district
to deal with Covid-19: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 30: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha here
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the Medical
College affiliated district
hospital with the aim of
ensuring the availability
of health resources in the
district as per the instruc-
tions of the government to
deal with any situation of
Covid infection.

He reviewed the facili-
ties available in the newly
constructed 20-bed Covid
ward in the hospital prem-
ises and said during the in-
spection that adequate
health resources are avail-
able in the district to deal
with the possible situation
of Covid infection.

All the medicines are
available as per the proto-

col as per the instructions
of the government and
jumbo oxygen cylinders
are also available in suffi-
cient quantity, he said.

The Collector said that
all preparations are being
ensured by the district ad-
ministration for any up-
coming challenges and
along with this, all the
health facilities are being
continuously developed as
per the instructions of the
government.

During the inspection of
the 20-bed Kovid ward,
Collector Mr. Jha took
stock of electricity, water,
cleanliness and other fa-
cilities in the ward and in-
structed civil surgeons
and other health officials
to work fast in this direc-
tion to ensure oxygen sup-
ply in the Covid ward
from the PSA oxygen
plant built in the 
premises.

Additional Collector
Pradeep Sahu, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey along with other
officers of Medical College
and Health Department
were present.

Seven-day NSS camp begins in GNPGC
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 30:
The seven-day NSS camp
began under the direction
of Principal Govt. Nehru
PG College (GNPGC) and
Programme office of NSS
Unit Hemuram Padme
and Neelam Chaturvedani
here on Dec 28.

The camp was inaugu-
rated by chief guest MLA
Bhuneshwar Shobharam
Baghel in Gram Karela
Bhavani by garlanding on
the photo of Goddess
Saraswati and lighting of
traditional lamp. It was or-
ganised jointly under
aegis of Govt Nehru PG
College, Dongargarh and
Govt HS School,
Bhandarpur.

Special guest was
Sarpanch Gram Karela
Kaushalya Devlal

Kanwar, District
Panchayat member
R'gaon- Viplav Sahu,
Murli Verma Janpad
Panchayat member
Khairagarh, Laxmikant
Verma Gram Panchayat
Bhandarpur Sarpanch,
Jagan Lal Sen President

Janbhagidari Samiti,
Bhandarpur and Mandir
Trust Chief; Lecturer- Dr
Asha Choudhary, Asst.
Prof. Gulshan Sinha,
Vedprakash Sahu, Govt
Nehru PG College
Dongargarh and other as-
sistants.

p In Gram Panchayats

of Bhairamgarh block

CEO conducts inspection of Gauthans
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Mayawati slams BJP for delay
in urban body polls 

Lucknow, Dec 30 (PTI) 

Hitting out at the ruling
BJP, Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) chief Mayawati on
Friday said had the saffron
party not “wasted time” in
“Sangh appeasement” by
indulging in issues such as

conversion, jihad and a
survey of madrasas, the
delay in holding the civic
polls in Uttar Pradesh
could have been avoided.

Addressing a meeting of
the BSP office-bearers of
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand at the party

headquarters here,
Mayawati also slammed
the Congress, alleging that
both the grand old party
and the BJP are against
reservation. “If the inten-
tion and policy of the BJP
were not to delay the Uttar
Pradesh local body elec-
tion and hold it in a legal
manner on time, instead of
wasting time in Sangh ap-
peasement by indulging in
issues like conversion,
hate, jihad and madrasa
survey, it would have fo-
cused on OBC reservation
in the civic polls,” she was
quoted as saying in a state-
ment issued by the BSP.

The Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High Court
quashed the Uttar Pradesh
government’s draft notifi-
cation on the urban local
body polls on Tuesday and
ordered it to hold the elec-

tions without any reserva-
tion for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs).

“Both the Congress and
the BJP are anti-reserva-
tion parties. Together, they
have made the constitu-
tional right of reservation
for the uplift of SCs
(Scheduled Castes) and
STs (Scheduled Tribes) al-
most inactive and ineffec-
tive and now, the same bad,
casteist, hostile attitude is
being shown with the
reservation for OBCs as
well. “Because of their
casteist intentions, thou-
sands of posts reserved for
them (SCs, STs and OBCs)
in government depart-
ments have been lying va-
cant for years. Even the
SP’s (Samajwadi Party)
thinking, policy and inten-
tions are not right on the
issue,” Mayawati said.

COVID-19: Woman who arrived from
US via Delhi-Agra tests positive

Jabalpur, Dec 30 (PTI) 

A woman who had come
from the United States of
America to Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh has tested
positive for COVID-19, a sen-
ior official said on Friday.

The 38-year-old woman,
her husband and daughter
had arrived in India to meet

kin on December 23 and
came to Jabalpur via New
Delhi and Agra, Joint
Director of Health Services
Dr Sanjay Mishra told PTI.

“She complained of cold
and cough and got herself
tested for coronavirus. Her
test report returned positive
on Thursday. Her samples
will be sent to DRDO
Laboratory in Gwalior for
genome sequencing. The
samples of her kin will be
taken during the day for

COVID-19 tests,” he said.
“The woman works in the

United States of America.
She had come to India for
three weeks for a family func-
tion in Kolkata,” Dr Mishra
added. Incidentally, the first
set of COVID-19 cases in MP
was detected on March 20,
2020 in Jabalpur. Three were
members of a family who
had returned from Dubai and
a fourth person who had a
travel history to Germany
had tested positive.

BJP’s Bihar vice prez sacked

Patna, Dec 30 (PTI) 

The BJP in Bihar on
Friday said it has sacked
one of its vice presidents,
Rajib Ranjan, for indisci-
pline, in a sign of the dis-
array into which the party
may have fallen after
being robbed of power in
the state.

The party shared a let-
ter to the effect issued by
state unit chief Sanjay
Jaiswal, dated December
29, shortly after Ranjan
claimed that he has “re-
signed” from the primary
membership.

In his letter, Jaiswal ad-
monished Ranjan for “con-
tinuing with giving state-
ments that went contrary

to the party line, ignoring
warnings given orally”.

“Your utterances have
been unbecoming of a
state vice president and
also adversely affect the
party’s reputation. You are
hereby relieved of your
post and suspended from
the party for six years”,
said Jaiswal.

Interestingly, the party
chose not to go public with
the letter until Friday af-
ternoon when Ranjan is-
sued a statement alleging
that the party had become
“infested with elements
hostile towards Dalits and
OBCs”. “The party has de-
viated from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
call for ‘sabka saath sabka
Vikas’. In Bihar, the agen-
da has become Patna-cen-
tric. Important districts
like my native Nalanda do

not figure on the priority
list”, Ranjan had alleged.

An outspoken leader,
Ranjan had been with the
JD(U) of Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and had rep-
resented Islampur assem-
bly segment for two con-
secutive terms until join-
ing the BJP in 2015.

Recently, he had embar-
rassed his party by issuing
a statement “in personal
capacity” disapproving of
the BJP vehemently de-
manding compensation to
victims of hooch tragedy
in Saran district.

This had triggered spec-
ulations that he might be
thinking of a patch up
with the chief minister
who had pulled the rug
from under the BJP’s feet
nearly six months ago by
quitting NDA and joining
the Mahagathbandhan.

‘Tunisha’s death appears to be case of murder’

Thane, Dec 30 (PTI) 

Vanita Sharma, mother
of actor Tunisha Sharma
who allegedly committed
suicide on a television
show set in neighbouring
Palghar last week, on
Friday said her death
could be a case of murder,
and also accused co-actor
Sheezan Khan and his
family of trying to force
her daughter into reli-
gious conversion.

She also claimed that
her daughter had checked

the mobile phone of Khan,
with whom she was in a
relationship but broke up
recently, and found his
WhatsApp chats with
some other woman, and
when Tunisha confronted
Khan about it, he slapped
her, stating that she was
free to do whatever she
wanted.

Tunisha, 21, who acted
in the show ‘Ali Baba:
Dastaan-E-Kabul’, was
found hanging in the
washroom on the set of
the serial near Vasai in
Palghar on December 24.
Khan was arrested on
Sunday on the charge of
abetting her suicide. He is
currently in police cus-
tody.

“Tunisha was not some-

one who could commit sui-
cide. On the day she died,
she had told me that she
wanted to go to
Chandigarh to celebrate
Christmas for two days,”
her mother told reporters
at her residence at
Bhayandar in Thane dis-
trict.

“It can be a case of mur-
der. The act of Sheezan
Khan getting Tunisha’s
(body) down and taking it
to a hospital is doubtful.
What happened in that 15
minutes needs to be
probed,” she said.

According to her, when
Tunisha first told her that
she liked Khan and want-
ed to marry him, she had
asked her to focus on her
career and decide about it

later. “Sheezan demanded
costly gifts from Tunisha.
She used to give such ex-
pensive gifts to him. Both
of them would frequently
stay at the residence of
each other’s families.
However, they broke up
later,” Sharma said.

“Once, when Tunisha
checked the mobile phone
of Sheezan, she found his
WhatsApp chats with
some other woman. When
she sought explanation
from him about it,
Sheezan slapped her said
she can do whatever she
wants,” she claimed.

The deceased actor’s
mother said when she per-
sonally asked Khan about
it, he told her that he can-
not do anything about it.

AAP accuses BJP of reneging on its MCD poll
promise of in-situ rehabilitation of slum dwellers
New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI) 

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Friday accused
the BJP of reneging on
its MCD poll promise of
in-situ rehabilitation of
slum dwellers in the na-
tional capital.

At a press conference,
AAP MLA Atishi said
just before the MCD polls
on December 4, the prime
minister had inaugurat-
ed 3,024 flats at Kalkaji
and handed over the keys
to eligible beneficiaries
at Bhoomiheen camp.

She said the BJP had
told around 40,000 inhabi-
tants of Navjeevan camp
and Jawahar camp, locat-

ed opposite the
Bhoomiheen camp, that
they too will be given
flats at their location.

“It’s not been a month
and the DDA has pasted
notices at the Navjeevan
and Jawahar camps, in-
forming the people living
there that they will be
shifted to Narela and that
the JJ clusters will be
razed,” Atishi said citing
the notice.

She said the Arvind
Kejriwal government
will not let the BJP bull-
doze the JJ clusters till
the time these people get
their houses.

No immediate reaction
was available form the

BJP.
The DDA is undertak-

ing in-situ slum rehabili-
tation of 376 JJ clusters
in line with PM
Narendra Modi’s vision
to provide housing for
all. The objective of the
rehabilitation project is
to provide a better and
healthy living environ-
ment to the residents of
the JJ clusters.

Under the Kalkaji
Extension Project, in-situ
slum rehabilitation of
three slum clusters —
Bhoomiheen camp,
Navjeevan camp and
Jawahar camp — is being
taken up in a phased
manner.

Nagpur, Dec 30 (PTI) 

M a h a r a s h t r a
Bharatiya Janata Party
chief Chandrashekhar
Bawankule on Friday
sought the reaction of
Congress leaders in the
state on the comments of
their Karnataka col-
league D K Shivakumar
on the border row be-
tween the two states.

Shivakumar had, on

Wednesday, asked
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai to lead an all-
party delegation to Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah to get an assurance
on the state’s stand on the
border issue.

Speaking to reporters
in Vidhan Bhavan com-
plex here, Bawankule

wanted Maharashtra
Congress chief Nana
Patole and other leaders
to clear their stand on the
aggressive statements
made by Shivakumar on
the border row.

Bawankule also
brushed aside the no-con-
fidence motion brought
by the Opposition parties
against Assembly
Speaker Rahul Narwekar
and said it would fall flat.

Man’s death during mock drill

Kerala Human Rights Panel registers case
Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 30 (PTI): The Kerala
State Human Rights
Commission (KSHRC) on
Friday registered a case
into the tragic death of a
man while taking part in a
mock drill held in a river
in Pathanamthitta and
sought a report from the
State Disaster
Management Authority
and the District Collector
on the incident.

Binu Soman (34), who
acted as a volunteer in the
drill organised to assess
the disaster management

agencies’ preparedness to
deal with floods, was seen
drowning at Manimala
river near Keezhvaipur on
Thursday. Though the
man was rescued and ad-
mitted to a private medical
college hospital in
Thiruvalla by the officials,
who took part in the mock
drill, he later died in the
day. The Commission reg-
istered the case based on a
complaint lodged by a
human rights activist.

The complainant al-
leged that if the rescue
personnel had arrived on

time, the life of the de-
ceased man could have
been saved. The mock
drill, without taking any
precaution, was a gross vi-
olation of human rights
and action should be taken
against the officials who
were responsible for the
tragic death of the man, he
further said in the com-
plaint. V K Beena Kumari,
member, KSHRC, directed
the head of the State
Disaster Management
Authority (SDMA) and the
Pathanamthitta District
Collector to submit an ex-

planation report within
the next 15 days after ex-
amining the circum-
stances that had led to the
tragedy, an official state-
ment here said.

The Commission would
take further action after
receiving the report, it
added.

Mock drills were held at
various places in
Pathanamthitta district on
Thursday as part of as-
sessing the disaster man-
agement team’s prepared-
ness to deal with floods
and landslides.

‘Congress and JD(S) are both corrupt
and ‘parivaarvadi’ parties’

Mandya (K’taka), Dec 30 (PTI) 

Hitting the ground run-
ning in poll-bound
Karnataka, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah called
both the Congress and
JD(S) as ‘parivaarvadi’
(dynastic politics) and cor-
rupt and urged the people
of Mandya and Old
Mysuru region to support
the BJP and bring it to
power with a majority in
the state.

The BJP is considered to
be weak in the Vokkaliga-
dominated Old Mysuru re-
gion, and is focusing on
this belt to gain complete
majority in 2023 Assembly
polls. “Enough of JD(S)-

Congress, Congress-JD(S)
this time Mandya, the
Mysuru region should
make BJP win with full
majority. Congress and
JD(S) are both parivaarva-
di (dynastic politics) par-
ties, they are corrupt par-

ties,” Shah said.
Addressing a massive pub-
lic meeting as part of the
ongoing ‘Janasankalpa
Yatre’ of the state BJP, he
said, “We have seen ad-
ministration of both par-
ties, when Congress
comes, Karnataka will be-
come Delhi’s ATM and
when JD(S) comes it be-
comes ATM for a family.
Repeatedly these two par-
ties have through corrup-
tion have stopped
Karnataka’s progress.”

Stating that the time has
come to get free from ‘pari-
vaarvad’ and corruption,
Shah asked people to give
BJP an opportunity to
form the government with

full majority once, and
bring a “double engine”
government.

“In the next five years
under the leadership of
Modji we will take
Karnataka much forward
in the path of progress,”
he said, accusing both
Congress and JD(S) of
being “corrupt, communal
and also protectors of
criminals”.

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, Union Minister
Pralhad Joshi, state BJP
chief Nalin Kumar Kateel,
party’s national General
Secretary C T Ravi among
other leaders were present
at the event.

TEACHERS PROTEST

Members of Primary Teachers (Ex-Cadre) Mahasangh supporters shout slogans 

during a protest, in Bhubaneswar, Friday.

BRIEF

Fraudsters 
ii New Delhi: The

Delhi Police has bust-
ed a gang which oper-
ated under the dis-
guise of an insur-
ance firm at a Noida-
based call centre and
cheated loan seekers
by offering them low
interest rates against
the newly purchased
insurance police, po-
lice said on Friday.
Three accused, iden-
tified as Mohit
Sharma (31), Prem
Singh (33) and Mohd.
Faisal (37), were
tracked on the basis
of technical investi-
gation including
money trail of the
amount they got
transferred by the
victim on the pretext
of processing fee and
various other
charges.
Subsequently, they
were arrested in con-
nection with the
fraud, police said.

Odisha DA
ii Bhubaneswar: The

Odisha government
on Friday announced
a four per cent hike
in Dearness
Allowance (DA) and
Dearness Relief (DR)
for state government
employees and pen-
sioners. A statement
released by the Chief
Minister’s office said
that the new hike in
DA and DR for offi-
cials and retired em-
ployees will be effec-
tive retrospectively
from July 1, 2022.
With the latest revi-
sion, the rate of DA
and DR now stands at
38 per cent. This is
the second hike in
DA this year. In
September, the state
government had an-
nounced a three per
cent hike in DA and
DR for state govern-
ment employees and
pensioners.

Murder accused
ii Thane: A man ac-

cused in a murder
case, who had been
on the run for 28
years, was appre-
hended at
Chhatrapati Shivaji
International
Airport in neigh-
bouring Mumbai, po-
lice said on Friday.
The police on
Thursday nabbed the
accused who was
wanted in connection
with the killing of
five members of a
family in Kashirmira
in November, 1994,
senior inspector
Aviraj Kurade of
MBVV police said.
Jagranidevi
Prajapati (27) and her
four children, in the
age group of three
months to five years,
were killed in their
house by three men,
he said.

Woman killed
ii Srinagar: A tourist

died while six others
were injured when their
vehicle skidded off the
road and fell into a deep
gorge in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Anantnag
district on Friday, offi-
cials said. The accident
occurred near Zig post
in Qazigund area of the
south Kashmir district,
they said. The deceased
has been identified as
Sheeb, from Uttar
Pradesh, the officials
said. The injured others
have been admitted to a
hospital where their
condition is stated to be
stable.

People purchase warm
clothes on a cold winder
day, at Connaught Place
in New Delhi, Friday.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah addresses a public
meeting, in Mandya, Friday.

Border row

Maha BJP’s Bawankule seeks
Patole’s reaction on

Shivakumar’s statements

Mother alleges
attempted religious
conversion by
Sheezan, his family

p Leader claims 
he has quit

Samples sent for
genome sequencing

Bahujan Samaj Party supremo Mayawati during a meeting
of party’s office bearers at party office in Lucknow, Friday.

Jaipur, Dec 30 (PTI) 

Burglars stole jewellery,
Rs 1.5 lakh in cash, some
documents, and even bath-
room fittings from the offi-
cial residence of Nagaur
MP Hanuman Beniwal in
the Jalupura area here,
police said on Friday.

Beniwal noticed the

theft Friday morning and
lodged a complaint at
Jalupura Police Station.

The police station is
barely 30 metres away
from his residence.

The national convener
of the Rashtriya
Loktantrik Party (RLP)
posted a series of tweets
on the matter.

“Today, an incident of
theft at my official resi-
dence in Jalupura, Jaipur
came to my notice. As
soon as I got information
about the incident, I went
to the spot and talked to
the Home Secretary on the
telephone,” he wrote in
one of the tweets. He said
that his house is mere 200

metres away from the
Jaipur Police
Commissionerate head-
quarters and the incident
calls into question the
state of law and order in
the city. “Some cash, jew-
ellery and documents
were stolen from the resi-
dence, for which an FIR
has also been lodged.

Burglars steal jewellery, bathroom fittings from MP’s house



NEW YEAR AND CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES

The Kremlin Wall, the Spasskaya Tower, Red Square, the GUM department store, the St. Basil’s Cathedral and the
Bolshoy Moskvoretsky Bridge are decorated for the New Year and Christmas festivities in Moscow, Russia,
Thursday, Dec. 29.
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Peshawar, Dec 30 (PTI):

At least three Pakistan
Army personnel were
killed in an exchange of
fire with militants in
Pakistan’s restive Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, a
military statement said.

The exchange of fire
took place in the Kurram
district of the province,
which also led to the
killing of two terrorists,
Pakistan military’s media
wing, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR),
said. The soldiers were
identified as Subedar
Shuja Muhammad (43),
Khuzdar Naik
Muhammad Ramzan (32)
and Sukkur Sepoy Abdul
Rehman (30), it said.

The exchange of fire
took place when troops
raided a hideout in a for-
mer militant stronghold
near the Afghan border,
the statement said, adding
that the raid was carried
out to eliminate terrorists

from the area.
“Pakistan Army is de-

termined to eliminate the
menace of terrorism and
such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve,”
the statement said.

The incident came amid
a spike in terrorist attacks
across the country
claimed mostly by the
banned Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) which uni-
laterally scrapped a cease-
fire in November, effec-
tively ending a start-stop
negotiation process bro-
kered by the Afghan
Taliban, the Express
Tribune newspaper re-
ported.

The TTP, which was
comprehensively defeated
in a decisive kinetic opera-
tion by the military, has
found safe havens across
the border in Afghanistan
from where the group has
been directing its terrorist
operations in Pakistan,
the report added. Last

week, a Pakistani Taliban
fighter detonated a car
bomb in Islamabad and he
was from Kurram.

The attack was claimed
by TTP, which has reacti-
vated after the capture of
Kabul by the Afghan
Taliban.

The TTP, believed to be
close to al-Qaeda, has been
blamed for several deadly
attacks across Pakistan,
including an attack on
army headquarters in
2009, assaults on military
bases, and the 2008 bomb-
ing of the Marriott Hotel
in Islamabad.

In 2014, the Pakistani
Taliban stormed the
Army Public School (APS)
in the northwestern city
of Peshawar, killing at
least 150 people, including
131 students.

The Friday attack was
the first suicide bombing
incident in Islamabad
since the 2014 courthouse
bombing that killed 10
people.

3 Pakistan Army personnel killed
in exchange of fire with militants

Taipei, Dec 30 (AP):

Taiwan President Tsai
Ing-wen thanked navy and
army personnel on Friday
for their service defending
the island, after China sent
a record-breaking number
of warplanes and ships to-
ward Taiwan this week.
Tsai, addressing the
Taiwanese Navy’s 146th
Fleet at a naval base on
Penghu Island, said the mil-
itary maneuvers by China
earlier in the week were the
largest to date this year.
“Your duty is very heavy ...
and I wanted to thank you,
our military brothers and
sisters, for your hard work,”
she said. “Taiwan is on the
frontlines of democracy.
Only if we are prepared for

war can we avoid war, and
only if we have the ability to
wage war can we stop war.”
China’s military harass-
ment of Taiwan, which it
claims is its own territory,
has intensified in recent
years, and the Communist
Party’s People’s Liberation
Army has sent planes or
ships toward the island on a
near-daily basis.

In a 24-hour period be-
tween Sunday and Monday,
47 Chinese planes crossed
the median of the Taiwan
Strait, an unofficial bound-
ary once tacitly accepted by
both sides, according to
Taiwan’s Ministry of
National Defense. The inci-
dent came amid heightened
tensions after China fired
missiles into the sea and

sent planes and ships
across the dividing line in
the Taiwan Strait in
August after U.S. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi vis-
ited the island. In re-
sponse, Tsai has been ac-
tively trying to reform the
island’s military and de-
fense capabilities, revital-
izing its shipbuilding in-
dustry while also actively
purchasing weapons from
the U.S. On Tuesday, she
announced the extension
of compulsory military
service from four months

to one year starting in 2024.
Tsai addressed that move

in her speech to troops on
Friday, saying Taiwan
would also modernize train-
ing for current servicemem-
bers. Taiwan now only re-
quires men to serve for four
months in the military,
which the public widely
views as insufficient for the
island’s defense. She said
the new year-long mandato-
ry service would not be a
“waste of time.” Tsai visit-
ed both a naval and army
base in Penghu, an archipel-

ago of several dozen islands
off the western coast.

Taiwan’s Tsai thanks troops after
China military maneuvers

Kyiv, Dec 30 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Chinese leader Xi Jinping
vowed on Friday to deepen
their bilateral cooperation
against the backdrop of
Moscow’s 10-month war in
Ukraine, which weathered
another night of drone
and rocket attacks follow-
ing a massive missile bom-
bardment.

Putin and Xi made no di-
rect mention of Ukraine
as they held bilateral talks
via video conference.

But they hailed
strengthening ties be-
tween Moscow and Beijing
amid what they called
“geopolitical tensions”
and a “difficult interna-
tional situation.”

“In the face of increas-
ing geopolitical tensions,
the significance of the
Russian-Chinese strategic
partnership is growing as

a stabilising factor,” Putin
said.

He invited Xi to visit
Moscow in the spring.

In Ukraine, authorities
reviewed the toll from a
widespread Russian mis-
sile attack on power sta-
tions and other vital infra-
structure on Thursday
that was the biggest such
bombardment in weeks.

Four civilians were
killed during the barrage,
according to Kyrylo
Tymoshenko, the deputy
head of the Ukrainian

president’s office.
The General Staff of the

Armed Forces of Ukraine
said in its Friday morning
update that Russian forces
had unleashed a total of 85
missiles and 35 air strikes
on Ukrainian targets in
the previous 24 hours.

Russia also launched 63
attacks from multiple
launch rocket systems, the
military report said.

Following the first
waves of missiles on
Thursday morning,
Russian forces attacked

Ukraine with Iranian-
made Shahed-131/136
drones on Thursday night
and early on Friday, all of
which were shot down, the
Ukrainian air force said.

Some were aimed at
Kyiv, Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said Friday.

Of seven kamikaze
drones launched against
the Ukrainian capital, two
were shot down on the ap-
proach to the city and five
over Kyiv itself, according
to Klitschko.

Windows in a residen-
tial building and one non-
residential building were
damaged as a result of
falling debris, but no casu-
alties were reported, he
said. Further east, the
Ukrainian military report-
ed its forces shot down 10
attack drones in the cen-
t r a l - e a s t e r n
Dnipropetrovsk province
and southeastern
Zaporizhzhia provinces.

Putin, Xi hold talks as Russia fires
another Ukraine barrage

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen, center, poses with soldiers during a visit to the Penghu
Magong military base in outlying Penghu Island, Taiwan, Friday, Dec. 30. President Tsai
thanked the men and women serving in the navy and army Friday for holding up the 
island’s defense, after China sent a record-breaking number of warplanes and ships 
towards the island this week. 

I n mid-December this
year, foreign exchange re-

serves of the State Bank of
Pakistan’s (SBP) dropped to
$6.1 billion, the lowest level
since April 2014, meaning that
the SBP had reserves, just
enough to meet five weeks of
imports needed. The reserves
of commercial banks declined
by $14 million to $5.9 billion.
For the coalition federal gov-
ernment of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement with
Mian Shehbaz Sharif of the
Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) as the Prime
Minister, the financial crisis
is too severe to confront with
confidence the political uncer-
tainty in the New Year. To a
great extent  the situation was
created by the main opposi-
tion party, Tehreek-i-Insaaf,
headed by the erstwhile
Prime Minister Imran Khan
Niazi.

The foreign exchange re-
serves held by the SBP was
$6.11 billion on December 22,
2022 against $10.8 billion in
April 2022 when the PDM-led
coalition took over the reins
from the PTI-led government
through the vote of no-confi-
dence. Pakistan’s total foreign
reserves fell $570 million to
$12 billion. Financial analysts
suggest that the federal gov-

ernment has to ensure exter-
nal inflows as quickly as pos-
sible to avoid a looming de-
fault on its external obliga-
tions, especially when
Pakistan needs to keep the
IMF loan programme on
track. Farhad Rauf who
heads the independent corpo-
rate establishment, Ismail
Iqbal Securities (Private)
Limited has warned the gov-
ernment of ‘dangerously low
levels’ of forex reserves.

Pakistan has an outstand-
ing debt servicing imperative
of $8.3 billion and will have to
get rollover of $2 billion from
the UAE during the next three
months of the current fiscal
year. Besides that, another
outstanding loan repayment
of $700 million to Chinese
banks which Pakistan expects
to be refinanced. The princi-
pal amount of debt servicing
stands at $5.035 billion in the
next three months, while the
interest repayment is around
$426.88 million. Thus in all,
the outstanding amount has
gone up to $5.462 billion. In
January 2023, Pakistan has to
repay $600 million on account
of commercial loans out of
which $400 million will be
paid back to a Dubai-based
bank.

To date, Pakistan received
$5.11 billion in bilateral, and
multilateral loans and grants
in the first five months of the
current fiscal year. But the
government could only
muster up $200 million
through commercial loans in
the first five months out of the
total budgeted amount of
$7.47 billion. The government
envisaged to fetch in $2 billion
through international bonds
for which no preparatory ac-
tion has been taken up.

The PTI chairman keeps
pressing for advancing the
general elections feeling the
pulse of the electorate in
favour of the opposition. The
party keeps the threat of res-
ignation en masse of elected
members of National
Assembly and provincial leg-
islatures. However Khan too
feels that it might not be easy
to force early elections. In a re-
cent interview, he said, ‘I don’t
see elections happening now.
There is hearsay about a tech-
nocrat government being
brought forward.’. But he had
for the past months been de-
manding snap polls. This
stance was intensified after
his end of PTI’s party’s
“Haqeeqi Azadi” in
November-end. He even an-
nounced that Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assem-
blies would be dissolved to put
pressure on the Election
Commission of Pakistan.

The pressure tactics to force
early election is actually
Imran Khan’s personal per-
ception. It was not deliberated
inside the PTI. Most of the
PTI law- makers of both
National and provincial as-
semblies have not yet
processed their resignations.
Furthermore, he seems some-
what hesitant about going
ahead with his zeal for enforc-
ing early polls. Which is why,
referring to the disastrous ex-
perience of 1970i n the erst-
while East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh), he has stupefied
political analysts by resorting
to an unseemly hurry saying
“If political engineering is at-
tempted in the next general
election, then the results
won’t be good.”

Political circles in the
meantime were stunned by a

revelation by senior journal-
ist Hamid Mir that the miltab-
lishment wanted Shehbaz
Sharif as the PM in 2018. But
the PML-N president “refused
to betray” his brother and his
party, Imran Khan was picked
up by default.

According to Mir, there was
a meeting between then Chief
of Armed Forces General
Qamar JavedBajwa, then the
former DG ISI Lt Gen Naveed
Mukhtar first. Thereafter, the
then director-general of Inter-
Services Intelligence Maj Gen
Faiz Hameed was consulted. .
Mir further alleged that
Shehbaz Sharif was invited to
this meeting and the army
biggies tried to ensure
Shehbaz that he would not
have to take all his orders
from his elder brother and
party boss Nawaz. Shehbaz
politely declined the ‘offer’.

The polity of Pakistan
faces an ordeal, that too at a
time when there is a twin un-
certainty- political as well
and economic .In other
words, there is a simultaneity
of financial crisis and politi-
cal instability The PDM is a
reflex of an “all versus Khan”
dynamic, in a changing envi-
ronment. The democratic
process in Pakistan remains
vulnerable and has experi-
enced considerable instabili-
ty since the country’s inde-
pendence. ‘Corruption allega-
tions, grievances, and politi-
cal turmoil are common
themes in Pakistani history,
with the military as a recur-
rent stakeholder in politics”,
quipped a Swedish academic
who was in Islamabad,
Lahore and Karachi for a
study on the politico-social
nebula that engulfs India’s
troubled neighbor.
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Curtail ties 
with China

It is time for India to see
through the nefarious de-
signs of China. Instead of
trying to mend fences,
India should go ahead and
expose China’s policies on
various global platforms.
China has been continu-
ously making incursions
on borders with India de-
spite having a ‘package
settlement’ in 2005. There
is a strong need to devise
an exhaustive policy in-
stead of making piece-
meal policy changes to
deal with China. It is evi-
dent that President Xi
Jinping is vindictive to-
wards India. Despite PM
Modi’s warm welcome to
him during his visit to
India, China has been
showing hostility towards
us. India should stop
pleasing China and think
of curtailing trade rela-
tions with it. Rather, it
should consider exploring
trade avenues with coun-
tries such as Taiwan.

V Kumar, Ludhiana

Mock drills sensible
Holding mock drills is a

sensible exercise. These
drills are needed to curb
infections in view of the
New Year celebrations.
While Covid-appropriate
behaviour is really war-
ranted, tightening operat-
ing conditions for the
service industry can wait,
as, at present, India’s
caseload is quite low. A
speedy rollout of vaccines
in 2021 was a very effec-
tive measure to combat
the pandemic, but when it
came to booster shots, the
performance this year
has been disappointing.
Measures such as mock
drills, masking mandates
and vaccination drives
should be the priority.
These can help keep infec-
tions under control with-
out derailing economic
growth.

SK Panesar, by mail

Boost industrial
growth

Refer to ‘At 8-9%
growth, India will take 20
years to become devel-
oped nation, says former
RBI Governor’; no doubt
PM Modi’s vision is to
take India to dizzying
heights and he is working
to the best of his ability.
At present, India with per
capita income of $3,472 is
known as a middle-in-
come country; to be clas-
sified as a developed
country, it would require
to raise its per capita in-
come to $13,205, which is a
distant dream at the mo-
ment. To raise the growth
rate, policymakers will
have to bring about dras-
tic changes in policies, es-
pecially in the field of in-
dustrial growth, which is
the only solution to boost
economic growth.

Raj Kumar Kapoor, Ropar
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Women take selfie in the background of a sand sculpture designed by 181 Women's Help Center of Tamil Nadu Government to aware
people about violence against women and women's safety, at Marina Beach in Chennai, Friday, Dec. 30.

SAND SCULPTURE

P ele, the Brazilian king of soccer who won a record three World Cups
and became one of the most commanding sports figures of the last

century, died Thursday. He was 82. The standard-bearer of "the beautiful
game" had undergone treatment for colon cancer since 2021. He had been
hospitalised for the last month with multiple ailments. His agent Joe Fraga
confirmed his death. Widely regarded as one of soccer's greatest players,
Pele spent nearly two decades enchanting fans and dazzling opponents as
the game's most prolific scorer with Brazilian club Santos and the Brazil na-
tional team. His grace, athleticism and mesmerizing moves transfixed players
and fans. He orchestrated a fast, fluid style that revolutionised the sport a
samba-like flair that personified his country's elegance on the field. He car-
ried Brazil to soccer's heights and became a global ambassador for his sport
in a journey that began on the streets of Sao Paulo state, where he would kick
a sock stuffed with newspapers or rags. In the conversation about soccer's
greatest players, only the late Diego Maradona, Lionel Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo are mentioned alongside Pele. Different sources, counting different
sets of games, list Pele 's goal totals anywhere between 650 (league match-
es) and 1,281 (all senior matches, some against low-level competition.) The
player who would be dubbed "The King" was introduced to the world at 17 at
the 1958 World Cup in Sweden, the youngest player ever at the tournament.
He was carried off the field on teammates' shoulders after scoring two goals
in Brazil's 5-2 victory over the host country in the final. Injury limited him to
just two games when Brazil retained the world title in 1962, but Pele was the
emblem of his country's World Cup triumph of 1970 in Mexico. He scored in
the final and set up Carlos Alberto with a nonchalant pass for the last goal in a
4-1 victory over Italy. The image of Pele in a bright, yellow Brazil jersey, with
the No. 10 stamped on the back, remains alive with soccer fans everywhere.
As does his trademark goal celebration -- a leap with a right fist thrust high
above his head. Pele 's fame was such that in 1967 factions of a civil war in
Nigeria agreed to a brief cease-fire so he could play an exhibition match in
the country. He was knighted by Britain's Queen Elizabeth II in 1997. When he
visited Washington to help popularize the game in North America, it was the
U.S. president who stuck out his hand first. "My name is Ronald Reagan, I'm
the president of the United States of America," the host said to his visitor.
"But you don't need to introduce yourself because everyone knows who Pele
is." Pele was Brazil's first modern Black national hero but rarely spoke about
racism in a country where the rich and powerful tend to hail from the white
minority. Opposing fans taunted Pele with monkey chants at home and all
over the world. "He said that he would never play if he had to stop every time
he heard those chants," said Angelica Basthi, one of Pele 's biographers. "He
is key for Black people's pride in Brazil, but never wanted to be a flagbearer."
Pele 's life after soccer took many forms. He was a politician -- Brazil's
Extraordinary Minister for Sport -- a wealthy businessman, and an ambassa-
dor for UNESCO and the United Nations. 

He had roles in movies, soap operas and even composed songs and record-
ed CDs of popular Brazilian music. As his health deteriorated, his travels and
appearances became less frequent. He was often seen in a wheelchair during
his final years and did not attend a ceremony to unveil a statue of him repre-
senting Brazil's 1970 World Cup team. Pele spent his 80th birthday isolated
with a few family members at a beach home. Born Edson Arantes do
Nascimento, in the small city of Tres Coracoes in the interior of Minas Gerais
state on Oct. 23, 1940, Pele grew up shining shoes to buy his modest soccer
gear. Pele 's talent drew attention when he was 11, and a local professional
player brought him to Santos' youth squads. It didn't take long for him to
make it to the senior squad. Despite his youth and 5-foot-8 frame, he scored
against grown men with the same ease he displayed against friends back
home. He debuted with the Brazilian club at 16 in 1956, and the club quickly
gained worldwide recognition. The name Pele came from him mispronounc-
ing the name of a player called Bil. He went to the 1958 World Cup as a re-
serve but became a key player for his country's championship team. His first
goal, in which he flicked the ball over the head of a defender and raced
around him to volley it home, was voted as one of the best in World Cup histo-
ry. The 1966 World Cup in England -- won by the hosts -- was a bitter one for
Pele , by then already considered the world's top player. Brazil was knocked
out in the group stage and Pele , angry at the rough treatment, swore it was
his last World Cup. He changed his mind and was rejuvenated in the 1970
World Cup. In a game against England, he struck a header for a certain score,
but the great goalkeeper Gordon Banks flipped the ball over the bar in an as-
tonishing move. Pele likened the save one of the best in World Cup history to
a "salmon climbing up a waterfall." Later, he scored the opening goal in the
final against Italy, his last World Cup match. In all, Pele played 114 matches
with Brazil, scoring a record 95 goals, including 77 in official matches. His run
with Santos stretched over three decades until he went into semi-retirement
after the 1972 season. Wealthy European clubs tried to sign him, but the
Brazilian government intervened to keep him from being sold, declaring him
a national treasure. On the field, Pele 's energy, vision and imagination drove
a gifted Brazilian national team with a fast, fluid style of play that exemplified
"O Jogo Bonito" -- Portuguese for "The Beautiful Game." His 1977 autobiog-
raphy, "My Life and the Beautiful Game," made the phrase part of soccer's
lexicon. In 1975, he joined the New York Cosmos of the North American
Soccer League. Although 34 and past his prime, Pele gave soccer a higher
profile in North America. He led the Cosmos to the 1977 league title and
scored 64 goals in three seasons. Pele ended his career on Oct. 1, 1977, in an
exhibition between the Cosmos and Santos before a crowd in New Jersey of
some 77,000. He played half the game with each club. Among the dignitaries
on hand was perhaps the only other athlete whose renown spanned the globe
Muhammad Ali. Pele would endure difficult times in his personal life, espe-
cially when his son Edinho was arrested on drug-related charges. Pele had
two daughters out of wedlock and five children from his first two marriages,
to Rosemeri dos Reis Cholbi and Assiria Seixas Lemos. He later married busi-
nesswoman Marcia Cibele Aoki.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

I n the eyes of the world, Pele might mean a great/the greatest foot-
baller of the world; but in my dictionary, Pele was a man of gallant

heart possessing a brilliant world view.  Lot of water has flown under the
bridge since the childhood days of Pele. The  simplicity of yesteryears have
absolutely yielded place to gross consumerism due to “liberalisation” and
“globalisation” which have also brought a drastic change in the lifestyle of
the Indian society since 1991. Individuals, who were careerist and earned
high degrees have got flooded with new money. Almost the whole  erst-
while middle class have got promoted to the status of rich. Costly cars,
high-end villas, air travel, foreign tours --- all norms of luxury have got easi-
ly accessible to the “successful” lot. In contrast, life has become a hell for
those who have missed the bus of "liberalisation". Despite lack of resource,
they will have to splurge money on luxurious items on the demand of dis-
contented family members. Right from newspapers to TV to hoardings --- it
is call for enjoying luxuries all the way. Yes, all the vested interests have
come together to transform luxuries into "necessity" even for those with
limited means. And the greatest misfortune lies in the fact that con-
sumerism has no limit. Whenever a consumerist urge gets fulfilled, another
item knocks on the door. Far from appreciating the greatest treasure
named contentment, the unsatisfied lot among the middle class are splurg-
ing their limited money on luxuries so as to boost the treasury of the adver-
tisers and endangering their very own future. In contrast, during his child-
hood days plagued by acute poverty, Pele's family didn't know from where
their next meal would come from. Yet somehow his mother managed to
garner a piece of bread with a slice of banana to feed the family. Still Pele
used to think himself extremely fortunate as unlike millions of Brazilians, at
least he never went hungry. When lesser souls would have landed in ex-
treme  frustration and depression or deviated from the right path due to
abject poverty; Pele used to remain content and continue to pursue his
football skills. And the end result of his emergence as a legend is known to
all of us.  Indeed what a magnanimous, humble and noble personality.
Great player, but Greater Human being. But alas the likes of Pele can be
found few and far between in this consumerist society of today.  May his
soul rest in eternal peace.

Pele set the standard for
greatness in the land of sport

Pele: Brazil’s mighty king
of beautiful game

Pakistan is entering the year of more 
Eco-Political uncertainty in 2023

Louise Gentle, Nottingham

Trent University

D o live-born lizards have
belly buttons, and do

live-born reptiles have an um-
bilical cord? Gaelle, aged 12,
Bristol, UK

What an interesting 
question!

A belly button or tummy
button is technically known
as a navel or umbilicus.
Humans have belly buttons
because before we are born,
we are connected to our moth-
ers via an umbilical cord.
This is a tube that delivers
nourishment to the unborn
baby, known as an embryo,
and removes waste. It runs
from the placenta an organ in
the mother that provides a
source of food and oxygen to
the tummy of the embryo.

Once a baby is born, it can
get nourishment such as milk
through its mouth, and the
umbilical cord is no longer
needed. The umbilical cord

shrivels up and drops off after
a few weeks. So, a belly button
is basically a scar from where
the umbilical cord used to at-
tach to the baby's tummy.
Humans are part of the group
of animals called mammals,
and other mammal babies de-
velop inside their mother in
the same way, getting nour-
ishment from the placenta via
an umbilical cord.

Belly buttons are quite
large in humans, so they are
pretty obvious. They are also
visible in large mammals
such as dolphins, orangutans
and whales. Smaller mam-
mals like cats, dogs and mice
also have them, but the scars
do not form large holes and
they are often covered by hair
or fur. Other animal babies
develop in different ways,
though. Animals are actually
separated into three groups,
depending on how the em-
bryos develop.

The first type is the one we
have already talked about

when the embryo develops in-
side the mother and gets the
food and oxygen it needs from
the placenta. The second type
is animals that lay eggs.
These animals, including rep-
tiles, birds, amphibians and
some mammals, don't have a
placenta to provide food for
their babies. So, do they have
a belly button too?

Animals that lay eggs
Animals that develop in

eggs, rather than in a womb,
still need food. But, instead of
getting this from the mother,
the food is present in the egg
in a special area known as the
yolk sac. This is the yellow bit
that you see in the middle of
a fried egg. Don't worry, there
are no babies in the eggs that
you eat they are unfertilised,
meaning that they wouldn't
ever develop into babies.

The embryos in fertilised
eggs aren't able to drink the
nutritious yolk through their
mouths, in the same way that
human embryos can't drink

until they are born. Instead,
the embryos inside the eggs
are attached to the yolk sac by
a smaller feeding tube called
the yolk stalk that goes to the
tummy of the embryo.

The yolk stalk is similar to
the umbilical cord, and it also
dries up once the baby hatch-
es as it is no longer needed.
So, yes, animals that come
from eggs do have a belly but-
ton scar, but it is usually so
tiny that you would have diffi-
culty seeing it. But what
about reptiles like lizards or
snakes? They don't have a pla-
centa, like mammals, but
they often don't lay eggs.
They are in the third group of
animals.

Ovoviviparous animals
For these animals, the em-

bryo develops inside an egg,
but the egg stays inside the
mother. These animals are
called ovoviviparous animals.
Sometimes the mother lays
the eggs just before the babies
are born, which is what the

duck-billed platypus, an
Australian mammal, does.
Often, the eggs hatch inside
the mother, so she gives birth
to live-born babies. This is
how some sharks and rays
are born. Reptiles like snakes
or lizards are often ovovivipa-
rous. Although they are live-
born, they have not been at-
tached to their mother via an
umbilical cord.

Instead, they have received
nourishment through the
yolk sac, via the yolk stalk.
So, yes all animals have a
belly button. Even dinosaurs
had belly buttons! Recently, a
fossil of a relative of tricer-
atops was found with a belly
button scar very similar to
the scars found on modern-
day alligators. The animals
that have been attached to a
mother through an umbilical
cord, though, generally have
a much larger belly button
than those that have been at-
tached to an egg yolk via an
egg stalk.

Curious Kids: Do all animals have belly buttons?
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GST revenue 

Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
said Goods and
Services Tax (GST)
collection has in-
creased by 24.5 per
cent year-on-year to
Rs 11,967.76 crore in
April-November this
fiscal. Cheema said
the total revenue from
GST during the first
eight months of 2021-
22 was Rs 9,612.6 crore,
whereas the total col-
lection from April to
November this year
stood at Rs 11,967.76
crore. “The Taxation
department has
achieved these results
by emphasizing the
use of technology
rather than harassing
honest taxpayers
through general in-
spections,” Cheema
said in an official
statement here.

External debt 
New Delhi: India’s ex-
ternal debt stood at
USD 610.5 billion in
the second quarter of
2022-23, down by USD
2.3 billion from end-
June 2022, the finance
ministry said on
Thursday. The exter-
nal debt to GDP ratio
stood at 19.2 per cent
as at end-September
2022 as compared to
19.3 per cent at end-
June. “At end-
September 2022,
India’s external debt
was placed at USD
610.5 billion, recording
a decrease of USD 2.3
billion over its level at
end-June 2022,” it said.
Valuation gains due to
the appreciation of the
US dollar vis- -vis
major currencies such
as the euro, yen and
Indian rupee was
placed at USD 
10.6 billion.

Core sector 
Stamp duty

Kolkata: Realtors’
body CREDAI  wel-
comed the West
Bengal government’s
extension of stamp
duty rebate till March
2023. The state govern-
ment in a notification
said the two per cent
stamp duty and 10 per
cent circle rate benefit
stands extended till
March. The benefit
was introduced in
October 2021 to benefit
home buyers. “The
real estate market has
been doing well be-
cause of the rebate ex-
tended by the govern-
ment. This year the
sales have been brisk
and there has been a
record collection on
account of stamp duty
and registration fees
by the state.

Stamp duty
Kolkata: Realtors’
body CREDAI  wel-
comed the West
Bengal government’s
extension of stamp
duty rebate till March
2023. The state govern-
ment in a notification
said the two per cent
stamp duty and 10 per
cent circle rate benefit
stands extended till
March. The benefit
was introduced in
October 2021 to benefit
home buyers. “The
real estate market has
been doing well be-
cause of the rebate ex-
tended by the govern-
ment. This year the
sales have been brisk
and there has been a
record collection on
account of stamp duty
and registration fees
by the state.

ROKA CEREMONY

Reliance Industries chairman Mukesh Ambani, Nita Ambani and other Ambani and Merchant family members
during ‘roka’ ceremony of Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant, in Nathdwara, Thursday.

New Delhi, Dec 30: 

From connecting people
with 5G services to lower-
ing the cost of operations,
the country’s revitalised
telecom sector is witness-
ing the bloom of reforms,
and is set to attract more
than Rs 1.5 lakh crore in-
vestments to build up net-
works in the new year.

Once the poster boy of
India’s growth story, then
a debt-laden segment that
saw many players wither-
ing away and now riding
the wave of reforms as
well as big-ticket invest-
ments, the telecom sector
turned a new chapter in
2022. While the Adani
group is yet to unveil its
full-fledged plan for the
telecom business,

Reliance Industries
Chairman Mukesh
Ambani has committed Rs
2 lakh crore investment
for rolling out a 5G net-
work across the country
by December 2023. “It has
been an exciting year be-
cause of the launch of 5G,
a much-awaited technolo-
gy for 4-5 years. This is a
big step forward. We look
forward to a robust rollout
of 5G next year because
this year is just the begin-
ning. “We are all working
on use cases. We are
telling state governments,
ministries, startups and
innovators to come out
with innovative use cases
in the Indian context,
which will unlock busi-
nesses and will also solve
some public problems,
some challenges,”
Telecom Secretary K
Rajaraman told PTI. He

also said the government
will continue to take
measures that will lower
the cost of operations for
telecom operators, a move
that will result in higher
margins for the sector,
which had been reeling
under a debt burden for
more than a decade.
Reliance Jio has commit-
ted Rs 87,946.93 crore for
the spectrum that it has to
pay over a period of 20
years, leaving a balance of
Rs 1.12 lakh crore. While
the company had invested
a partial amount in build-
ing its own 5G core, it will
invest the majority of the
Rs 1.12 lakh in capex for
5G in 2023, according to
sources. Bharti Airtel is
expected to invest in the
range of Rs 27,000-28,000
crore and state-owned
BSNL around Rs 16,000
crore in 2023 for rolling

out an indigenously devel-
oped 4G network by TCS
and C-DoT-led consor-
tium. Later, the system
will be upgraded to 5G.
Together, investments
worth more than Rs 1.5
lakh crore are expected in
the telecom sector. COAI
Director General SP
Kochhar said the structur-
al and procedural reforms
in the telecom sector ap-
proved by the government
last year such as e-KYC,
doing away with
Spectrum Usage Charge
(SUC) for spectrum ac-
quired in a future auction,
100 per cent FDI under the
automatic route as well as
rationalisation of bank
guarantee, Adjusted Gross
Revenue (AGR), interest
rates and penalties, and fa-
cilitating Right of Way
(RoW) have positively im-
pacted the sector in 2022.

Telecom space to attract 
Rs 1.5 lakh cr investments for 5G
 Tariff hikes likely too New Delhi, Dec 30: 

The commerce ministry
has sought a reduction in
the import duty on gold in
the forthcoming budget
with a view to push ex-
ports and manufacturing
of the gems and jewellery
sector, sources said. In
July this year, the centre
hiked gold import duty to
15 per cent from 10.75 per
cent to check the current
account deficit (CAD) and
rising import of the yellow
metal. The basic customs
duty on gold is 12.5 per
cent. Along with the agri-
culture infrastructure de-
velopment cess (AIDC) of
2.5 per cent, the effective
gold customs duty will be
15 per cent. “As the gems
and jewellery industry has
recommended the com-
merce ministry for a cut in
the duty, the commerce

ministry has urged the fi-
nance ministry for the
same. The ministry has
also asked for tweaking
import duty on certain
other products to boost
manufacturing and ex-
ports,” the sources said.
Every year, the gems and
jewellery export industry
seeks a reduction in im-
port duty.

Former chairman Gems
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) Colin Shah said
that the industry is pin-
ning its hope on the forth-
coming Budget to push ex-
ports and generate jobs in
the sector. “Customs duty
cut on gold and a progres-
sive repair policy for jew-
ellery will help the sector
immensely. We are also
very hopeful that there
will be presumptive taxa-
tion on our special notified

zones for rough diamonds
and abolition of duty on
the seed used for lab-
grown production,” Shah,
who is also the founder
and MD of Kama Jewelry,
said. According to the
council, India has the po-
tential to be the repair hub
of the world and this poli-
cy can help increase ex-
ports by up to USD 300-400
million. The gems and jew-
ellery exports rose by 2 per
cent to USD 26.45 billion in
April-November 2022 this
year.

Gold imports have
dipped by 18.13 per cent to
USD 27.21 billion during
April-November this fis-
cal. Gold imports have a
bearing on the current ac-
count deficit (CAD). India
is the largest importer of
gold, which mainly caters
to the demand of the jew-
ellery industry.

Commerce Ministry seeks cut
in gold import duty in Budget

To push jewellery exports

Mumbai, Dec 30: 

A yellow glow is likely to
stand out amid grey geopo-
litical clouds in 2023, with
gold price projected to
touch Rs 60,000 per 10
grams in the Indian mar-
ket as more investors veer
towards safe-haven assets.
In a year where volatility
was more a norm than an
exception, gold prices in
the international market
oscillated from a peak of
USD 2,070 per ounce in
March to a low of USD
1,616 per ounce in
November and is steadily
recovering since then, ac-
cording to market experts.
At the beginning of 2022,
gold prices were around
USD 1,800 an ounce.
Currently, the yellow
metal price is hovering
around USD 1,803 an
ounce on international
markets and Rs 54,790 per

10 grams on commodi-
ty stock exchange
MCX at a time when
the rupee is at near
83-level against the
US dollar. Going for-
ward, a raft of
factors, includ-
ing geopolitical
situation, reces-
sion concerns,
inflation trends
and low ap-
petite for cryp-
to assets, are
expected to
boost gold
prices since
the yellow
metal is always considered
as a safe haven in uncer-
tain times. “Gold in the in-
ternational market is ex-
pected to trade in a range
of USD 1,670-2,000 with a
positive bias in 2023. On
the MCX gold may trade in
a range of Rs 48,500-
60,000,” Kotak Securities

Vice President and
Head Commodity
Research Ravindra V
Rao told PTI. While
the demand for gold is

likely to be re-
silient in 2023,
Rao said fur-
ther tighten-
ing of interest
rate by the US
F e d e r a l

Reserve could
cast a dark shad-
ow on yellow
metal prices at
least in the first
quarter of next
year. “Physical

demand for gold bars and
coins remains strong,
spurred by ongoing infla-
tion concerns and geopo-
litical and financial mar-
ket risks. Inflows in gold
Exchange Traded Fund
(ETF) might start gaining
momentum as the Fed is
likely approaching the

final leg of rate hikes in
the current cycle,” he
noted. Market experts
opined that Russia-
Ukraine conflict led to a
short-term spike in gold
prices before it began
falling amid stronger dol-
lar and spike in crude oil
prices.

The hike in interest
rates effected by the
Federal Reserve and other
central banks to manage
inflation during the year
also dampened sentiment
for gold, as rising yields
undermined the holding
capacity of zero-yielding
bullion, they added. At the
Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), gold
began the year at Rs 47,850
per 10 grams, then rose to
a peak of Rs 55,680 per 10
grams in March and also
touched a low of Rs 48,950
per 10 grams in
September.

Gold to retain its glitter; may touch Rs 60,000 level in 2023

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

Widening trade gap
pushed up the country’s
current account deficit to
USD 36.4 billion or 4.4 per
cent of the GDP in the sec-
ond quarter of the current
fiscal, as per data released
by the Reserve Bank.
India’s current account
balance recorded a deficit
of USD 36.4 billion in July-
September 2022-23, up
from USD 18.2 billion (2.2
per cent of GDP) in the
first quarter of the fiscal
and USD 9.7 billion (1.3 per
cent of GDP) in the year
ago period. “Underlying
the current account deficit
in Q2:2022-23 was the
widening of the merchan-
dise trade deficit to USD
83.5 billion from USD 63
billion in Q1:2022-23 and
an increase in net outgo

under investment in-
come,” the RBI said. It also
said the current account
deficit for April-June quar-
ter of 2022-23 has been re-
vised downwards due to
downward adjustment in
Customs data. “India
recorded a current ac-
count deficit of 3.3 per
cent of GDP in H1:2022-23
on the back of a sharp in-
crease in the merchandise
trade deficit, as compared
with 0.2 per cent in
H1:2021-22” the RBI added.
Services exports reported
a growth of 30.2 per cent
on a year-on-year (y-o-y)
basis on the back of rising
exports of software, busi-
ness and travel services.
Net services receipts in-
creased both sequentially
and on a y-o-y basis.

Meanwhile, the RBI’s
Financial Stability Report

said the steady net inflows
of foreign direct invest-
ment and the resumption
of portfolio flows since
July 2022 indicate that the
CAD will be comfortably
financed. Net outgo from
the primary income ac-
count, mainly reflecting
payments of investment
income, increased to USD
12 billion from USD 9.8 bil-
lion a year ago, as per a
statement on
‘Developments in India’s
Balance of Payments
(BoP) during the Second
Quarter (July-September)
of 2022-23’. “Private trans-
fer receipts, mainly repre-
senting remittances by
Indians employed over-
seas, amounted to USD
27.4 billion, an increase of
29.7 per cent from their
level a year ago,” the state-
ment added.

CAD widens to USD 36.4 bn 
or 4.4 pc of GDP in Q2: RBI data

New Delhi, Dec 30: 

As India remained a
bright spot in an otherwise
gloomy global economic
scenario, the country’s cor-
porate sector showed a
good appetite for acquisi-
tions in 2022, a year which
also saw the downfall of
some of its prominent
leaders. Cement, retail,
pharmaceuticals and
quick commerce were the
sectors that witnessed
multi-crore deals as play-
ers sought to enhance
their respective positions
in the industry. India Inc
also lost two of its leaders
— former Tata Sons chair-
man Cyrus Mistry in an
accident that brought to
the fore the need to wear
seat belts even while seat-
ed on rear seats, and
Vikram Kirloskar, vice-
chairman of Toyota

Kirloskar Motor due to a
heart attack. The cement
industry hogged the lime-
light in 2022 as far as acqui-
sitions were concerned,
with Asia’s richest man
Gautam Adani-led Adani
Group acquiring the ce-
ment business of Swiss
building material major
Holcim, consisting of
Ambuja Cement and ACC,
through a USD 6.4 billion
deal in September. The ac-
quisition gave the ports-to-
power conglomerate Adani
Group a foothold in the ce-
ment sector, making it the
second largest company
after Aditya Birla Group
firm UltraTech Cement,
which had earlier an-
nounced a nearly Rs 13,000
crore expansion to main-
tain its lead. In December,
debt-ridden Jaypee Group
announced the sale of its
cement business to Dalmia

Cement (Bharat) Ltd at an
enterprise value of Rs 5,666
crore, exiting from the seg-
ment. Interestingly, in the
retail sector, it was the col-
lapse of the Rs 24,713-crore
deal of Reliance to acquire
the retail business of the
Kishore Biyani-led Future
group in April which stood
out. Yet, billionaire
Mukesh Ambani-led
Reliance ended the year ac-
quiring the Indian cash
and carry business along
with assets of Germany’s
METRO AG in a Rs 2,850
crore deal. It comprised the
operative businesses of all
31 Metro India stores as
well as the real estate port-
folio that includes six store-
occupied properties and
gave Reliance Retail
Ventures Ltd (RRVL), the
retail arm of Reliance
Industries, a significant
boost.

India Inc high on acquisitions in 2022; 
spotlight on cement, retail, pharma sectors

Mumbai, Dec 30: The
rupee gained 14 paise to
close at 82.73 (provisional)
against the US dollar in the
last trading session of 2022,
as the American currency
retreated from its elevated
levels and a rising appetite
for riskier assets among in-
vestors. The local currency,
however, ended the year on
a negative note, with a loss
of 844 paise or 11.36 per

cent, primarily led by a
strong dollar against its
major crosses overseas.
The greenback climbed in
the overseas market as the
US Federal Reserve raised
rates aggressively follow-
ing surging inflation.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.77 and
touched an intra-day high
of 82.70 and a low of 82.82
against the greenback. It fi-
nally settled at 82.73, regis-
tering a rise of 14 paise
over its previous close of
82.87. On December 31,
2021, the rupee settled at
74.29 against the US dollar.
According to Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas, the rupee ap-
preciated on Friday on soft-
ness in US Dollar and risk-
on sentiments in global
markets.

Rupee gains 14 paise to 
close at 82.73 against US dollar;

ends 2022 with 11 pc fall
Mumbai, Dec 30: 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
and NSE Nifty closed on a
bearish note on the last
trading day of 2022 due to
fag-end selling in select
banking, IT and capital
goods shares. The key in-
dices, however, posted an-
nual gains of over 4 per
cent in 2022 to emerge as
the world’s best-perform-
ing large market indices.
Stock markets opened on a
bullish note on the last ses-
sion of the year and traded
in green in the most part
of the day. Gains in Asian
markets also supported
the local equities. Sensex
rose by 258.8 points or 0.42
per cent to an intra-day
high of 61,392.68 while
Nifty touched a high of
18,265.25 points. The mar-
ket lost steam after weak
opening in European

stocks with the indices
paring all gains. The 30-
share BSE Sensex closed
down 293.14 points or 0.48
per cent at 60,840.74. The
broader NSE Nifty de-
clined 85.70 points or 0.47
per cent to end at 18,105.30.
The BSE barometer closed
2022 with an annual gain
of 4.44 per cent or 2,586.92
points while the Nifty
ended the year higher by
4.32 per cent or 751.25
points. Sensex touched its
all-time high of 63,583.07
points on December 1 after

hitting its 52-week low of
50,921.22 points on June 17.
Sensex jumped 10,502.49
points or 21.99 per cent last
year. “On the last day of a
tumultuous year, domestic
indices shed their early
gains as negative signals
from global peers pushed
indices lower. Investors re-
mained concerned over
the economic outlook for
the new year, underpinned
by growing fears of reces-
sion,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services. “The
ongoing volatility is ex-
pected to be sustained in
the near-term because of
high interest rates and a
slowing economy. We be-
lieve that value buying is
the theme of 2023. Fair val-
uation, steady earnings,
and a robust demand sce-
nario will be the cutting
parameters,” Nair said.

Sensex closes 2022 with annual 
gain of 4.44pc, Nifty ends up 4.32 pc

New Delhi, Dec 30:
Multilateral funding
agency Asian
Development Bank (ADB)
has sanctioned USD 100
million (about Rs 830
crore) to Shriram Finance
Limited (SFL) to provide
vehicle loans to women en-
trepreneurs. The USD 100
million External
Commercial Borrowing
(ECB) is a five-year loan
and is under SFL’s Social
Finance framework to pro-
vide credit towards the
purchase of new and used
vehicles throughout India,
Shriram Finance said in a
statement. Proceeds from
ADB can be used for vehi-
cle finance for commercial
purposes for BS VI compli-
ant vehicles and electric
vehicles, specifically, fi-
nance women entrepre-
neurs, cater to under-de-

veloped states of the coun-
try and empower and pro-
mote the social and eco-
nomic status of the under-
served communities, it
added. Besides the ADB
loan, SFL has also success-
fully raised USD 250 mil-
lion from US Development
Finance Corporation and
USD 475 million through a
144A Bond from the inter-
national market in 2022,
thereby continuing to di-
versify its funding profile
and continue its objectives
for financial inclusion.

Commenting on the
fundraise, SFL executive
vice chairman Umesh
Revankar said the compa-
ny will finance for buying
of vehicles and equipment
in new and untapped mar-
kets to provide business
opportunities and gener-
ate employment.

ADB grants USD 100
mn to Shriram Finance 

For vehicle loans to women entrepreneurs
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Heartwarming moments of political circle 
Yearender 2022: Indian poli-

tics is known for intense poll battles,
war of words, conspiracy to collapse
and form a government, allega-
tions-counter allegations, and mega
road shows and rallies. But, it is not
the only side of the Indian polity.
There is also a positive and brighter
side to it which is often sidelined in
a never-ending relay of develop-
ments in the political corridor.
Inspiring and adorable moments
do appear in politics but often go
unnoticed. The year 2022 witnessed
several such heart-winning
moments. As the journey of 2022 is
going to conclude in days to come,
let’s cherish some such lovely
moments where politicians were
seen in a different character.

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi’s picture with
his mother Heeraben in which he is seen wash-
ing the feet of his mother. PM Modi shared a se-

ries of tweets sharing his emotions on how a mother
is so important in the life of any person. He met and
sought blessings from his mother on the occasion of
her 100th birthday.

Modi & Maa 

P
riyanka Gandhi Vadra, sister of Rahul Gandhi
who is leading the Congress’ one of biggest
campaigns- was seen in a jolly mood at the pa-

dayatra in Rajasthan. She along with other women
was seen running on the road.

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra’s run

Shivpal Singh Yadav was one of the factors respon-
sible for the ugly fight between the father-son

duo- Mulayam Singh Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav over
the control of the Samajwadi Party. But the year 2022
witnessed an unexpected turn of events in which
Shivpal Yadav lent his support to Akhilesh’s wife
Dimple Yadav who contested by-poll from Mainpuri.
On November 30, Shivpal asked people to call Akhilesh
'Chhote Netaji' as his father and party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav was known by the same name.

Chacha-Bhatija patch-up

I
n Indian politics, we have witnessed several
incidents where kin of politicians fighting for
the legacy and properties but a very heart-

warming story came from Bihar. Rashtriya
Janta Dal (RJD) president Lalu Prasad’s daugh-
ter Rohini Acharya donated her kidneys to the
74-year-old father to save his life. The surgery
took place in Singapore on December 5. The
daughter-father bonding was unprecedented and
drew praises from all walks of life.

Father-Daughter bonding

W
est Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who is known for doing in-
tense politics, was seen dancing hand-

in-hand with folk artists during the
Independence Day celebrations in Kolkata.

Mamata Banerjee’s dance

O
n December 11, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi arrived in Nagpur. Elated by the
rousing welcome, PM Modi joined the

group of artists and tried his hands on the in-
strument. PM Modi was seen playing dhol stand-
ing next to one of the performers.

PM Modi’s Dhol Play

I
n a video from ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra Rahul’
dated October 6, former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and his mother Sonia Gandhi’s

endearing moment caught on camera. Gandhi
was seen kneeling at his mother's feet and help-
ing her tie her shoelaces.

Mother-son duo

Pele’s 10 most memorable goals
Pele made scoring look easy, getting the
ball into the net in the most varied
and beautiful ways dribbling past
defenders, firing powerful shots, strik-
ing well-placed free kicks or using firm
headers. Nearly 1,090 of his goals came
with the Brazilian club Santos, and 95
were scored with Brazil's national
team. Not all of Pel 's goals were
caught on tape, but there is still plenty
of footage of his countless outstanding
scores. Pel also had some spectacular
"almost goals" throughout his career,
including a shot from behind the mid-
field line that just missed wide in the
1970 World Cup.

Pelé celebrates with teammates after winning the 1958 World Cup. Pelé is hoisted on the shoulders of his teammates after Brazil won the 1970 World Cup.

Some of his most memorable goals

THE FIRST
WWhheenn:: Sept. 7, 1956.
WWhheerree:: Santo Andre, Brazil.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Corinthians of Santo Andre.
HHooww:: Pele was a teenager and had just started playing for
Santos. He found the net just moments after coming into the
match in the second half, helping Santos win the friendly
match 7-1. Corinthians' goalkeeper at the time, Zaluar, later
created a business card in which he identified himself as
"the first goalkeeper to ever concede a goal to Pele."

THE BEST EVER?
WWhheenn:: Aug. 2, 1959.
WWhheerree:: Sao Paulo.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Juventus of Sao Paulo.
HHooww:: The goal known as one of his greatest ever was not
caught on tape, but it was digitally recreated for a movie
about Pel based on accounts by players, fans and journalists
who were at the historic match at Rua Javari, home to Sao
Paulo club Juventus.
Pel received the ball just inside the area and immediately
flicked it past the first defender who challenged him. He
lobbied the ball over another defender near the penalty spot
and, without letting it hit the ground, quickly flicked it over
the third defender and over the goalkeeper. With an open
net in front of him, he headed the ball home. Juventus later
honored Pel for his goal with a statue and a commemorative
plaque at the stadium.

WORLD CUP FIRST
WWhheenn:: June 19, 1958.
WWhheerree:: Gothenburg, Sweden.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Wales.
HHooww:: Pel 's first World Cup goal was a beauty. It happened in
the 66th minute of a difficult game against Wales in the tourna-
ment's quarterfinals. With his back turned to the goal, the 17-
year-old Pel controlled the ball with his chest and quickly flicked
it toward the goal and past a defender, then fired a right-footed
low shot into the corner.

FIRST IN A FINAL
WWhheenn::  June 29, 1958.
WWhheerree:: Solna, Sweden.
OOppppoonneenntt::  Sweden.
HHooww:: Pel scored six goals in his first World Cup, including twice
in the 5-2 victory in the final against the hosts. His first goal gave
Brazil a 3-1 lead in the 55th minute, and the second was a header
near the final whistle to close the scoring. Pel 's first goal was the
most impressive he lobbied the ball over a defender inside the
area before striking a firm shot from near the penalty spot.

LAST IN A FINAL
WWhheenn::  June 21, 1970.
WWhheerree:: Mexico City.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Italy.
HHooww:: Pel scored his 12th and final World Cup goal with a
remarkable header past Italy goalkeeper Enrico Albertosi in front
of more than 107,000 people at Azteca Stadium, opening the way
for Brazil's 4-1 victory and a third world title. After a left-flank
cross by Rivelino, Pel jumped high into the air behind an Italian
defender and firmly headed the ball into the corner.

THE 1,000th
WWhheenn::  Nov. 19, 1969.
WWhheerree:: Rio de Janeiro.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Vasco da Gama.
HHooww:: The milestone goal came from a penalty kick at a
packed Maracana Stadium. Pel was fouled to set up the
penalty, then calmly hit a low shot into the right corner in the
78th minute, giving Santos a 2-1 win. Vasco goalkeeper
Andrada guessed the side correctly but was not able to make
the stop. Pel ran to pick up the ball inside the goal as
reporters and photographers stormed the field to record the
moment. The match was stopped for several minutes. Pel
raised the ball as he was carried away from the net and cele-
brated by going around the field near the crowd. Although it
was a home game for Vasco, most of the 65,000 people in the
crowd were cheering for Pel , who dedicated the goal to
Brazil's children.

WORTH A PLAQUE
WWhheenn:: March 5, 1961.
WWhheerree:: Rio de Janeiro.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Fluminense.
HHooww:: It became known as the Gol de Placa, now a synonym for
an outstanding goal, because it receive a commemorative
bronze plaque at the Maracana Stadium. It was another one of
Pele's goals not caught on tape, but reports from the time said
that Pel crossed nearly the entire length of the field dribbling
past his opponents before finding the net to lead Santos to a 3-1
win over Fluminense. The plaque at the Maracana still reads,
"On this pitch, on March 5 of 1961, Pel scored the most beautiful
goal in the history of the Maracana."

COSMOS WONDER
WWhheenn:: Aug. 10, 1976.
WWhheerree:: New York.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Miami Toros.
HHooww:: One of the few bicycle kick goals of Pel 's career
came in the last match that the New York Cosmos played at
Yankee Stadium, an 8-2 thrashing of the Miami Toros. After
a right-flank cross into the penalty area, Pel thrust his body
into the air and s truck the ball with his right foot high
above the rest of his body, sending a rocket in to the net.

CLUB GLORY
WWhheenn:: Oct. 11, 1962.
WWhheerree:: Lisbon, Portugal.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Benfica.
HHooww:: Pel had a stellar performance in the decisive match
against Benfica in the Intercontinental Cup, scoring three
goals to lead Santos to a 5-2 win and its first club world title.
His second goal was the most impressive he used his body to
elude the first defender then burst into the area past two other
opponents before firing a left-footed shot into the far corner.

THE LAST GOAL
WWhheenn:: Oct. 1, 1977.
WWhheerree:: East Rutherford, New Jersey, United States.
OOppppoonneenntt:: Santos.
HHooww:: It came in his farewell match, a friendly between
Santos and the New York Cosmos at the Giants Stadium.
Pel played a half for each team, but it was with Cosmos
that he got on the board with a powerful free kick shot just
before halftime. It was one of his more than 60 goals in
more than 100 games with the Cosmos. 
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Lille (France) Dec 30:

Pele, soccer’s first global
superstar, has died at the
age of 82. To many fans,
the Brazilian will be re-
membered as the best to
have ever played the game.
For others it goes further:
He was the symbol of soc-
cer played with passion,
gusto and a smile. Indeed,
he helped to forge an
image of the game, which
even today lots of people
continue to crave. Pele
wasn’t just a great player
and a wonderful ambassa-
dor for the world’s
favourite game; he was a
cultural icon. Indeed, he
remains the face of a puri-
ty in soccer that existed
long before big money and
global geopolitics infiltrat-
ed the game.

It is testament to his leg-
end that everyone from
English 1966 World Cup
winner Sir Bobby

Charlton and current
French superstar Kylian
Mbapp to Luiz In cio Lula
da Silva - the former and
incoming president of
Brazil - and former US
President Barack Obama
have led tributes to him.

Early days at Santos
Pele was born Edson

Arantes do Nascimento in
Sao Paolo state, Brazil in
1940. His early years were
the same as many soccer
players who preceded him
and countless who then
followed and were in-
spired by him: born into
poverty, introduced to the
game by a family member,
later becoming obsessed
by a sport that taught him
about life and gave him op-
portunities. Youth team
football came first, in 1953,
when he signed for his
local club, Bauru. But it
was his first professional
club, Santos, that
proPeleled Pele toward

stardom. Having moved
there in 1956, he played 636
matches and scored 618
goals before leaving in
1974. Not just the beating
heart of the team, Pele
was also an immense, one-
club loyalist. Long before
the feats of modern-day
stars Cristiano Ronaldo or
Erling Haaland, Pele
blazed a goal-scoring trail
that marked him out as
being significantly differ-
ent to other players
around him. Similarly, he
displayed levels of skill
which even today mean
that some observers of the
game place the Brazilian
ahead of the likes of other
contenders for the title of
Greatest of All Time:
Lionel Messi and Diego
Maradona. Within a year
of signing for Santos, Pele
made his debut for Brazil,
three months short of his
17th birthday.

He scored in that game

against Argentina, and 65
years later he remains the
Brazilian national team’s
youngest-ever scorer. A
year later, in 1958, this
young player helped his
national team win the
World Cup in Sweden.
Then again in 1962, at the

World Cup in Chile, and
once more at the 1970 tour-
nament in Mexico.
Ultimately, Pele played 92
times for Brazil, scoring 77
goals. By comparison,
England’s Harry Kane has
scored 53 times in 80
matches. In addition to his

national team achieve-
ments, for his club Pele
won six Brazilian league
titles and two South
American championships.

The American years
Later, in 1975, he came

out of semi-retirement to
play for the New York
Cosmos in the North
American Soccer League.
By then, Pele was in his
mid-30s but still managed
to score 37 goals in 64
matches. Some believe
that it was his brief stint
playing in the United
States that kick-started the
country’s interest in foot-
ball. After his retirement,
Pele was venerated,
adored and remained in-
fluential. He became
FIFA’s Player of the 20th
century, an award he
shared with Maradona. In
2014, he was given FIFA’s
first-ever Ballon d’Or Prix
d’Honneur, and even
Nelson Mandela spoke of

his regard for the
Brazilian when presenting
him with a Laureus
Lifetime Achievement
Award, in 2000. Pele ‘s tal-
ent has never been in
doubt. Yet it was fortu-
itous that he played at a
time when soccer was
emerging from the shad-
ows cast by global conflict,
when the world needed
symbols of hope and
sporting heroes. The
Brazilian was able to serve
this purpose, though he
did so during a period
when television first
black-and-white, then
colour brought soccer di-
rectly into people’s living
rooms.

At the time, Pele was
Messi, Ronaldo and
Mbapp rolled into one
made globally consumable
by this new technology.
Inevitably, during his life,
Pele encountered prob-
lems: his commercial ac-

tivities were sometimes
mired in controversy; at
one stage he was labeled a
left-wing antagonist of the
Brazilian government,
then was later described
as being too conservative
in his views of the
Brazilian dictatorship. He
had numerous children
some the result of affairs
and one of them, a son,
Edinho, was sent to prison
for laundering money
made from drug deals.
However, the abiding
memory is of a man who
played soccer in a way that
many of us both amateurs
and professionals have all
aspired to.

Pele was not only skill-
ful, he also brought great
joy to innumerable people
across the world, over a pe-
riod of decades. For all of
us, even those with just the
slightest interest in foot-
ball, we will never forget
him.

Pele : A global superstar and cultural icon who put passion at the heart of soccer

New Delhi: In this Friday, Oct. 16, 2015 file photo,
Brazilian football legend Pele waves to his fans before
the start of the Under-17 boys final match of the
Subroto Cup as Chief Guest at the Ambedkar Stadium
in New Delhi. Pele passed away due to cancer at the
age of 82 in Brazil on Thursday, Dec. 29.

Karachi, Dec 30:

An out-of-the-blue dec-
laration by Babar Azam
set New Zealand a target
of 138 in the final hour of
the first Test in Karachi.
Babar was all smiles
after making the call, but
it was a strange move. A
Pakistan win was all but
impossible but a New
Zealand win couldn’t be
ruled out even though a
draw was the most likely

result. New Zealand pro-
moted Michael
Bracewell to open with
Devon Conway. Though
Bracewell fell for 3,
Conway and Tom
Latham kept going for
the target.

At one stage, New
Zealand needed 83 from
nine overs. Babar looked
concerned but a fading
light lit up his face again
as the game was called
off when the target was

77 runs away with 7.3
overs left.

Earlier, Ish Sodhi’s
maiden five-wicket haul
left Pakistan precarious-
ly close to their fifth suc-
cessive defeat in the for-
mat. They were 206 for 7 -
effectively 32 for 7 - with
close to 50 overs left in
the game, but Saud
Shakeel and Mohammad
Wasim added 71 for the
eighth wicket to pull
them out of the danger.

Pak-Kiwis first test
ends in stalemate

New Zealand’s Ish Sodhi, center, celebrates with teammates after taking the wicket
of Pakistan’s Imam-ul-Haq during the fifth day of first test cricket match between
Pakistan and New Zealand, in Karachi, Pakistan, Friday, Dec. 30, 2022.

Mumbai, Dec 30: It is
often said in the domestic
circuit that just beating a
Mumbai batter would give
gratification to a bowler
because taking his wicket
would be a laborious task.
The Saurashtra bowlers
accomplished the more ar-
duous job, by scalping 20
wickets in just about three
days. Three of those bat-
ters are accomplished
India stars but a disci-
plined Saurashtra attack
defied the odds, beating
Mumbai in Mumbai by 48
runs in in their Group B
Ranji game on Friday
(December 30).

“It is as good as winning
the Ranji Trophy,” said
Arpit Vasavda, the stand-
in skipper of Saurashtra.
The Mumbai team is led by
former India captain
Ajinkya Rahne with the in-
form Surya Kumar Yadav,
recently elevated to vice-
captain in the India T20I
side, and the dangerous
Prithvi Shaw in their
ranks. “Beating Mumbai
in Mumbai is that much
special. It is such a great
feeling for the side.
Particularly because they
had a few India stars.”

The Saurashtra side
themselves were missing a
couple of their own inter-
nationals - Cheteshwar
Pujara and Jaydev
Unadkat, the regular cap-
tain. Vasavda, a veteran of
70 first-class games, who
was captaining Saurashtra
in the absence of Unadkat,
said they could beat such a
powerful opposition be-
cause of their disciplined
bowling and right team se-

lection. “By nature, we are
a disciplined side and we
follow in the footsteps of
our seniors like Pujara and
Jaydev who have set a fine
team culture,” Vasavda
said. “We have been in
touch with them constant-
ly.”

Big win for Gujarat, MP

edges out Railways

Ahmedabad, Dec 30 (PTI):
Gujarat thrashed
Chandigarh by an innings
and 87 runs on the fourth
and final day of a Ranji
Trophy Elite Group D
match here on Friday.

Resuming at the
overnight score of 46 for 2
and trailing by 246 runs,
Chandigarh was bowled
out for 205 in 75.3 overs.
Jagjit Singh Sandhu, bat-
ting at no. 10, was the high-
est scorer with 46 (42 balls,
6 fours, 3 sixes). Left-arm

spinner Hardik Patel was
the best bowler for
Gujarat, picking up four
wickets.

Earlier, Gujarat piled up
596 for 4 declared, riding
on captain Priyank
Panchal’s superb double
century after Chandigarh
had made 304 in the first
innings. Meanwhile in
Indore, defending champi-
on Madhya Pradesh huffed
and puffed their way to a
win over Railways, thanks
to Avesh Khan’s knock of
30 (25 balls, 2 fours, 2 sixes).

Chasing 215 for victory,
MP saw their openers put
on 46 runs to set the plat-
form. But the hard-work-
ing Railways bowlers man-
aged to strike at regular in-
tervals. The consistent
Rajat Patidar, a key batter
for Madhya Pradesh, fell
after making just 14 to left-
arm spinner Akash
Pandey (2/63). Himanshu

Mitra (45, 142 balls, 3
fours), Saransh Jain (36)
and captain Akshat
Raghuwanshi (26) made
useful contributions but it
looked Madhya Pradesh
was letting the match slip
away from their hands. In
Avesh Khan, Madhya
Pradesh found a hero as
the burly medium pacer
smacked two sixes and two
fours to take his side past
the finishing line.

Madhya Pradesh got six
points for the win and now
has 20 after three matches,
followed by Gujarat (14)
and Vidarbha (12).

Goa hold Karnataka for

draw; Kerala, Jharkhand

register wins

Porvorim (Goa): Goa’s
batters dished out a gritty
display on the fourth and
final day to deny
Karnataka an outright win

in a Ranji Trophy
Elite Group C match
here on Friday.
Resuming at the
overnight score of
321 for 8, Goa skip-
per Darshan Misal (95,
172 balls, 15 fours, 1 six)
extend his vigil at the
crease and also added 52
runs to the total.Misal,
who missed out on a well-
deserved ton by five runs,
put on 99 runs for the
ninth wicket with
Lakshay Garg (38, 83
balls).

Apart from swelling the
total, Misal and Garg oc-
cupied the crease for long
enough to frustrate the
Karnataka bowlers. Misal
was the last batter to be
dismissed, caught by
Nikin Jose off medium-
pacer V Vyshak (3/60).

Asked to follow-on, Goa
batters defied the visiting
team’s bowlers for 45
overs more, making 150
for 3 to force a draw.
Karnataka got three
points while Goa had to
be content with 1 point.

Meanwhile, Kerala
knocked off the target of
126 in 19.1 overs to beat
Chhattisgarh by seven
wickets to pocket six
points. Opener P Rahul
hammered 66 from 58
balls (5 fours, 2 sixes) and
added 86 runs for the first
wicket with Rohan
Kunnummal (40, 27 balls,
4 fours, 2 sixes) to power
the chase. In another
Group C clash,
Jharkhand thrashed
Services by nine wickets
at Jamshedpur to pick up
six points.
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y When disciplined Saurashtra defied the odds

Mumbai: Saurashtra players celebrate after
winning their Ranji Trophy match against Mumbai
by 48 runs, in Mumbai, Friday, Dec. 30.

DDuubbaaii,,  DDeecc  3300  ((PPTTII))::

Stylish opener Smriti
Mandhana is the only Indian
across women and men catego-
ry to feature among the ICC
nominees for the Cricketer of
the Year honour. Mandhana will
be competing for the top hon-
ours alongside England’s Nat
Sciver, New Zealand’s Amelia
Kerr and Australia opener Beth
Mooney. Pakistan skipper
Babar Azam, England Test cap-
tain Ben Stokes, Zimbabwe all-
rounder Sikandar Raza and
New Zealand Test captain Tim
Southee are the nominees for
the Men’s Cricketer of the Year
award. Stokes is also among
the Test Cricket of the Year
nominees alongside compatriot
Jonny Bairstow, Australia open-
er Usman Khawaja and South
Africa speedster Kagiso
Rabada. Voting for the awards
is set to commence next week
where global cricket fans will
have the chance to submit their
votes alongside a specialist ICC
Voting Academy comprising
prominent cricket media repre-
sentatives to determine the
2022 winners, said the ICC in a
statement. Mandhana, who is
the winner of the Rachael
Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC
Women’s Cricketer of the Year
2021, is in the running once
again to bag the coveted price

in 2022. Mandhana continued
her rich vein of form in interna-
tional cricket for the second
year running, finishing as
India’s highest run-scorer
across formats. She showed
her incredible prowess in the
white-ball formats and was the
highest run-getter in T20Is (594
runs) and the second-highest in
ODIs (696 runs) for India.
Mandhana made her presence
felt at both the major tourna-
ments this year the Women’s
Cricket World Cup and the
Commonwealth Games. In the
latter, she was one of the driv-
ing forces in India going
through to the final and bag-
ging the silver medal in the
first-ever Women’s cricket
event at the Commonwealth
Games. Stokes is a front-runner
to become the Men’s Cricketer
of the Year. England were living
a nightmare in Test cricket
after humiliating series losses
in the Ashes and the series
against West Indies. Joe Root
resigned as the Test skipper
and the reins were handed over
to Stokes and Brendon
McCullum, the coach.

Since then, Stokes has taken
England to new heights, win-
ning nine of the 10 Tests as cap-
tain. Along the way, he has
scored 870 runs, including two
centuries and picked up 26
wickets. 

Mandhana only Indian in race for 
ICC Cricketer of the Year honour

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI):
Indian men’s singles play-
ers were handed a tough
draw with Kidambi
Srikanth, Lakshya Sen and
HS Prannoy — all clubbed
together in the same quar-
ter at the Yonex Sunrise
India Open badminton
tournament, scheduled to
be held here from January
17 to 22. Former world
champion and double
Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu will face her last
edition’s nemesis
Supanida Katethong in the
opening round of the BWF
World Tour event, which
has been upgraded to
Super 750 category this
year. Reigning champions
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty will,

meanwhile, begin their
men’s doubles campaign
against Denmark’s Jeppe
Bay and Lasse Molhede,
ranked no. 31 in the world.

The fifth seeded duo
would target a potential
quarterfinal clash against
top seeds Takuro Hoki and
Yugo Kobayashi of Japan,
in what would be the first
major hurdle in their title
defence. The trio of
Srikanth, Prannoy and
Sen will carry India’s
hopes in the tournament
but given the draw only
one can cross the last eight
hurdle, which includes
reigning World and
Olympic champion Viktor
Axelsen, China’s Shi Yu Qi
and Japan’s Kento
Momota.

India Open: Srikanth,
Sen, Prannoy clubbed
in ‘quarter of death’

ICC Awards 2022 shortlists
Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Men’s Cricketer of the Year;
Babar Azam (PAK), Sikandar Raza (ZIM), Tim Southee (NZ),
Ben Stokes (ENG)
Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC Women’s Cricketer of the
Year; Amelia Kerr (NZ), Smriti Mandhana (IND), Beth Mooney
(AUS), Nat Sciver (ENG)
ICC Men’s Test Cricketer of the Year; Jonny Bairstow (ENG),
Usman Khawaja (AUS), Kagiso Rabada (SA), Ben Stokes (ENG)
ICC Men’s ODI Cricketer of the Year; Babar Azam (PAK), Shai
Hope (WI), Sikandar Raza (ZIM), Adam Zampa (AUS)
ICC Women’s ODI Cricketer of the Year; Alyssa Healy (AUS),
Shabnim Ismail (SA), Amelia Kerr (NZ), Nat Sciver (ENG)
ICC Men’s T20I Cricketer of the Year; Sam Curran (ENG),
Sikandar Raza (ZIM), Mohammad Rizwan (PAK), Suryakumar
Yadav (IND)
ICC Women’s T20I Cricketer of the Year; Nida Dar (PAK), Sophie
Devine (NZ), Smriti Mandhana (IND), Tahlia McGrath (AUS)
ICC Emerging Men’s Cricketer of the Year; Finn Allen (NZ),
Marco Jansen (SA), Arshdeep Singh (IND), Ibrahim Zadran
(AFG)
ICC Emerging Women’s Cricketer of the Year; Yastika Bhatia
(IND), Darcie Brown (AUS), Alice Capsey (ENG), Renuka
Singh (IND).

Sydney, Dec 30 (AP):
Matthew Renshaw has re-
ceived his first call-up to
an Australian test squad
since 2018 with the opener
brought in for the third
and final match against
South Africa beginning
next Wednesday in Sydney.

Renshaw is one of two
additions named Friday to
the 14-man squad with
spin-bowling allrounder
Ashton Agar also back in
favor after injuries to fast
bowlers Mitchell Starc and
Cameron Green at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground, where Australia
clinched the series.

The 26-year-old
Renshaw last played a test
match in March 2018 when
he rushed to South Africa

after Steve Smith, David
Warner and Cameron
Bancroft were suspended
following the Cape Town
ball-tampering scandal.

After playing 10 tests,
Renshaw was dropped for
Bancroft ahead of the
2017-18 Ashes series as a
result of poor domestic
first-class Sheffield Shield
form. The left-hander
failed to retain his Cricket
Australia contract in 2019-
20. Agar is likely to play on
an expected spin-friendly
pitch at the Sydney
Cricket Ground. The left-
arm spinner could play at
No. 7 and leave wicket-
keeper Alex Carey, who
had a maiden test century
at the MCG, to be promot-
ed up the order.

Agar, Renshaw  into
Australia squad for

3rd South Africa test
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Delhi court acquits man found ‘roaming
around’ during lockdown of criminal charge

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

A court here has acquit-
ted a man, who was al-
legedly roaming around
during the lockdown in
May 2021, from the crimi-
nal charge of disobeying
the order of a public ser-
vant, saying the charge
was not proved beyond a
reasonable doubt.

The court observed that
the analysis of material
and crucial aspects
showed "many a short-
coming" in the prosecu-
tion's case.

The court was hearing a
case against Rajeev, who
was accused of intention-
ally disobeying the curfew
order of the Assistant
Commissioner of Police,
Shalimar Bagh.

According to the prose-
cution, the accused was
found "roaming around"
near Azadpur Mandi on

May 15, 2021, during the
spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic, without any per-
mit for movement or a sat-
isfactory reason.

"In my view, the accused
cannot be convicted for
the offence of section 188
(disobedience to order
duly promulgated by pub-
lic servant) of the Indian
Penal code as the prosecu-
tion has failed to prove its
case beyond all reasonable
doubts," Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Neeti Suri Mishra said in
an order passed earlier
this month.

Therefore, in light of
the facts, circumstances
and evidence, the accused
is acquitted, the judge
added. The court said a
sub-inspector, who testi-
fied against the accused,
did not provide the daily
diary (DD) entry to show
or to prove that he was on

patrolling duty on the said
date.

This created a "reason-
able doubt" about the pro-
ceedings conducted by
the police official against
the accused, the court
said.

It said the police offi-
cial concerned did not
click any photographs of
the accused to substanti-
ate the allegations
against him.

Besides, no other docu-
mentary evidence was
brought on record to show
that the accused was actual-
ly present on the spot or was
not following the issued
guidelines, the court said.

"This lapse on the part
of the police authorities
creates a reasonable doubt
in the investigation con-
ducted by the police, there-
by making the prosecu-
tion's case highly doubt-
ful," the court said.

Dalai Lama appeals for 
collective stand against 

weapons of mass destruction
Bodh Gaya, Dec 30 (PTI): 

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama on Friday ap-
pealed to people across the
globe to "collectively" take
a stand against weapons
of mass destruction.

Recalling the massive
destruction wrought by
atom bombs during the
Second World War in
Japan, the Dalai Lama
said during his public dis-
course here that he had
the opportunity to visit
Hiroshima and see for
himself the level of mas-
sive devastation there.

Two atomic bombs
were detonated over the
Japanese cities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

on 6 and 9 August 1945, re-
spectively. Appealing to
the people across the

world to "collectively"
take a stand against these
weapons of mass destruc-

tion, the Dalai Lama said,
"I could see, first hand,
the massive destruction
the bomb had caused ..
many countries in the
world have developed nu-
clear weapons but at the
same time there are peo-
ple who are opposed to
these".

The Dalai Lama also
expressed his concern
about the COVID pan-
demic, recalling that it
originated in "China but
spread to India and other
parts of the world". "The
pandemic is quite seri-
ous. It gives anxiety to
people. We offer our
prayers so that it sub-
sides", said the Buddhist
leader.

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

The CBI has seized Rs 40
lakh in cash during
searches conducted after
the arrest of an Indian
Defence Accounts Service
(IDAS) officer attached to
the Army's South Western
Command in a Rs 10 lakh
bribery case, officials said
on Friday.

The agency has arrested
Uma Shankar Prasad
Kushwaha, a 1998-batch
IDAS officer attached to
the South Western
Command in Jaipur as the
Integrated Financial
Advisor (IFA), along with
Ram Roop Meena, an ac-
counts officer posted at the
IFA office, Vijay Nama, a

junior translator, and al-
leged middleman Rajendra
Singh of Jaipur-based
Tanushree Services.

Three private persons --
Sunil Kumar of Jind-
based Hitech Security
Services Private Limited,
Prabjinder Singh Brar of
Ganganagar-based ESS
PEE Traders and Dinesh
Kumar Jindal of
Bhatinda-based D K
Enterprises -- were also ar-
rested on bribery charges
on Thursday, the officials
said.

"It was alleged that the
accused of the three pri-
vate firms entered into a
conspiracy and were ob-
taining all works related
to outsourcing of conser-

vancy services for various
locations in South
Western Command and
for extending undue
favour in the award of the
said works, bypassing the
provisions of GeM as well
as for payment of bills
without objection," a CBI
spokesperson said in a
statement.

The companies had al-
legedly conspired to bribe
the IFA officials to get
clearances for their bills
without any objection.

Kushwaha, in con-
nivance with Meena,
Nama and Singh, was reg-
ularly demanding and ob-
taining illegal gratifica-
tion from the accused pri-
vate contractors to clear

their bills and favour
them in getting contracts,
in violation of guidelines,
the CBI has alleged.

All the arrested accused
will be produced before a
special Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) court
in Haryana's Panchkula,
the officials said.

"Searches were conduct-
ed at nine different places,
including Jaipur, Jind,
Bathinda and
Ganganagar, which led to
the recovery of cash of Rs
40 lakh (approx.), various
property documents relat-
ing to public servants and
incriminating docu-
ments," the spokesperson
of the federal probe
agency said.

‘Will not compromise on national security 
for good relations with our neighbours’

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 30 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
said India wants to have
and maintain friendly re-
lations with its neigh-
bours, but it will not be
done at the cost of na-
tional security.

Speaking at the 90th
annual pilgrimage of
Sivagiri Mutt here, Singh
recalled former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's remark that
we can change friends
but not our neighbours.

"Therefore, we need
good and friendly rela-
tions with our neigh-
bours. However, we will
not compromise on na-
tional security to main-
tain good relations. We
do not want good rela-
tions with anyone at the

cost of our national secu-
rity," the Defence
Minister said.

Singh also spoke about
Kerala-based social re-
former Sree Narayana
Guru's teachings, like
'prosperity through in-
dustry' which is the basis
of the Indian's govern-
ment's 'Atma Nirbhar
Bharat' policy.

As a result of the same
we are considered as one
of the top 5 economies in
the world and our mili-
tary is seen as a force to
be reckoned with, he con-
tended.

He further said that
while he was working to
protect the "body" --
boundaries -- of India
with the help of the
armed forces and under
the guidance of PM
Modi, the saints of the

Mutt were working to
protect the soul of the
country.

"I appreciate the work
you are doing. We can
survive as a nation only
when both the body and
soul are safe," Singh said
and expressed confi-
dence that this year's an-
nual pilgrimage would
also be a success.

In January 1928,
V a l l a b h a s s e r r y
Govindan Vaidyar and T
K Kittan jointly request-
ed Guru to have a
Sivagiri pilgrimage as all
the higher classes and
others had their own pil-
grim centres, but 'avar-
nas' had nowhere to go,
according to the Mutt
website.

Guru gave his consent
to the proposal and fixed
a date of first of January of every year for the pil- grimage, prior to which pilgrims have to main-

tain a 10-day long austere
life and wear only yellow
clothes, the website said.

The Defence Minister,
at the event, also con-
doled the death of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's mother --
Hiraben.

Singh said that when
he learned about the
tragic news he was con-
templating returning to
Delhi, but the PM told
everyone that all should
fulfill their official com-
mitments before coming
back.

"So on behalf of every-
one here, the Sivagiri
Mutt and myself, I would
like to pay tribute to Ma
Hiraben," he said.

Thereafter, a one-
minute silence was ob-
served by everyone pres-
ent there.

Earlier, in his speech,
he said many allege lib-
erty, equality and frater-
nity are not part of
Indian tradition and ide-
ologies and that it
reached us through the
French Revolution.

"However, that is incor-
rect. Sources of liberty,
equality, fraternity and
world peace can be seen
in Indian culture. In fact,
the concept of human
equality can be seen in
our ancient texts and the
preaching and literary
works of saints, philoso-
phers and poets of the
'Bhakti' period.

"Rather, they took it a
step forward by talking
of universal equality,
equality between all liv-
ing things or the whole
world being one family,"
he claimed.
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addresses the inaugural ceremony of the 90th annual 
pilgrimage of Sivagiri Mutt, in Varkala, Kerala, Friday.

NIA files charge sheet against 11 in
PFI conspiracy case in Telangana

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency has
filed a charge sheet
against 11 people accused
of being involved in or-
ganising terror training
camps and recruitment of
youngsters for the
banned Popular Front of
India in Telangana, an of-
ficial said on Friday.

The charge sheet
against the accused -- 10
belonging to Telangana
and one to Andhra
Pradesh -- was filed be-
fore the NIA Special
Court in Hyderabad on

Thursday, a spokesperson
of the federal agency
said.

The case was initially
registered on July 4 at the
VI-Town police station in
Telangana's Nizamabad
district and was later re-
registered by the National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on August 26.

"Investigations have re-
vealed that the accused
persons were radicalising
gullible Muslim youth
and recruiting them into
the PFI through speeches
filled with hatred and
venom against the gov-
ernment of India as well

as other organisations
and individuals," the
spokesperson said.

"Once recruited into
the PFI (Popular Front of
India), Muslim youths
were sent to training
camps organised by the
PFI under the cover and
guise of yoga classes and
physical education...," the
NIA official said.

In the "beginners
course, they were trained
in the use of every day ar-
ticles (knife, sickle and
iron rods) to kill a person
by attacking vulnerable
body parts such as throat,
stomach and head, and

for commission of terror
acts", the spokesperson
said.

The official said Abdul
Khader, Abdul Ahad,
Abdul Saleem, Shaik
Shadullah, Feroz Khan,
Mohammad Osman, Syed
Yahiya Sameer, Shaik
Imran alias "Imran
Qureshi", Mohd Abdul
Mubeen and Mohammad
Irfan of Telangana, and
Shaik Iliyas Ahmed of
Andhra Pradesh were
charge-sheeted under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code and
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

Centre effects joint 
secretary-level reshuffle

New Delhi, Dec 30 (PTI): 

Nineteen bureaucrats
have been appointed to dif-
ferent central government
departments as part of a
senior-level bureaucratic
reshuffle effected by the
Centre on Friday.

Padam Lal Negi has been
appointed as joint secretary
& financial advisor,
Ministry of Civil Aviation,
Sanjeev Kumar Kassi will
be joint secretary, Coal
Ministry and Gangadhar
Panda, as additional direc-
tor of the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), according to an
order issued by the

Personnel Ministry.
Jitendra Srivastava, a

2000-batch Indian
Administrative Service
(IAS) officer of the Bihar
cadre, has been named joint
secretary, Department of
Drinking Water &
Sanitation and K Manicka
Raj as joint secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs.

Preet Pal Singh has been
appointed as joint secretary,
Ministry of Food
Processing industries, Rina
Sonowal Kouli as joint sec-
retary in the Department of
Higher Education,
Lokhande Prashant
Sitaram will be joint secre-

tary in the Ministry of
Home Affairs, and
Chittaranjan Dash and
Ravi Shankar have been ap-
pointed as principal com-
missioners, Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA).

Deepika Kachhal will be
joint secretary, Ministry of
Labour & Employment,
Manish Kumar Kanojia will
be financial advisor, Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC),
Mumbai, Surender Mehra
as adviser, NITI Aayog and
Sanjiv as joint secretary,
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade, said the order.

Lucas Laiconsing
Kamsuan has been ap-
pointed as joint secretary,
Department of Public
Enterprises, Anshu
Manish Khalkho will be di-
rector (A&F), National
Highways & Infrastructure
Development Corporation
Ltd. (NHIDCL), A
Dhanalakshmi as joint
secretary, Department of
Science & Technology,
Mebanshailang R Synrem
will be joint secretary,
Ministry of tourism and
Preetam B Yashvant as
joint secretary, Ministry of
Women & Child
Development, the 
order said.

Citing national security,
Lakshadweep admin
prohibits entry into 17
uninhabited islands

Kavaratti, Dec 30 (PTI):
The Lakshadweep
Administration has pro-
hibited entry without
prior permission into 17
uninhabited islands of
the archipelago citing na-
tional security and public
safety concerns. The
District Magistrate of
Lakshadweep has issued a
proclamation under
Section 

144 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC)
prohibiting entry of peo-
ple into the 17 uninhabit-
ed islands without prior
permission of the sub-di-
visional magistrate.

The December 28 deci-
sion by the administra-
tion has been taken to pre-
vent terror or smuggling
activities out of these un-
inhabited islands which
have temporary struc-
tures for housing labour-
ers for harvesting co-
conuts.

The administration, in
its order, has cited appre-
hensions that among the
labourers there could also
be persons who engage in
illegal, anti-social and
anti-national activities,
like smuggling or hiding
weapons or narcotics in
these islands.

Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama during a sermon at
Kalachakra Ground in Bodh Gaya, Friday.

Sand artist Manas Kumar Sahoo makes a sand sculpture to pay tribute to
Brazilian footballer Pele, at Puri beach, Friday.

TRIBUTE TO PELECBI arrests IDAS officer attached to Army’s
South Western Command in bribery case


