
Alert 
New Delhi: As security
was beefed up in Bodh
Gaya in Bihar following a
threat to Tibetan spiritual
leader Dalai Lama
allegedly from a Chinese
woman, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) on
Thursday called it “a
security issue” 
and refused to comment
further on it.

Capsize
Alappuzha: A tourist from
Andhra Pradesh died after
a houseboat, in which he
was staying, capsized in
the Punnamada lake here
on Thursday morning. The
deceased has been identi-
fied as Ramachandra
Reddy (60), police said.

UGC-NET 
New Delhi: The National
Eligibility Test (NET) to
determine the suitability
of students to be recruit-
ed as assistant professors
will be conducted from
February 21 to March 10,
2023, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) announced
on Thursday. The exam
will be a Computer Based
Test (CBT) in 83 subjects.

Test-fire
New Delhi,: The Indian Air
Force on Thursday suc-
cessfully test-fired the
extended range version of
BrahMos air launched
missile against a ship tar-
get from a SU-30MKI air-
craft, the government
said. The missile achieved
the desired mission objec-
tives in the Bay of Bengal
region, it said.

Snowfall
Srinagar: Srinagar and
other areas in the
Kashmir plains received
light snowfall, the sea-
son’s first, on Thursday
while moderate snow
broke the dry spell in the
Valley’s higher reaches,
officials said. Most of the
plains in the Valley,
including Srinagar,
received light snowfall
from late in the after-
noon, they said.

Trial 
Aurangabad: Train trials
on the newly electrified
Ankai to Aurangabad rail-
way route in Maharashtra
will start on Friday, an
official said here. The
first train will run with
electric traction by next
month after the trials are
complete, the 
South Central Railway
official said.

RISKING LIVES

Ferry passengers walk on a bamboo bridge after getting off a ship on a cold winter morning, in Guwahati, Thursday.
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BRIEF

Reliance Industries chairman
Mukesh Ambani’s son Anant

Ambani and Radhika
Merchant, in Nathdwara,

Thursday.
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New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday asked pharma
companies to ensure ade-
quate stocks and avail-
ability of all drugs, in-
cluding those for Covid
management, in the sup-
ply chain up to the retail
level amid rise in coron-
avirus cases in some
countries.

He reviewed the status,
adequacy of COVID-19
management drugs and
production capacities
with representatives of
pharma companies

through a virtual confer-
ence here so that India is
equipped to effectively
handle any situation.

This review meeting
was taken in view of the
spike in COVID-19 cases
in some countries includ-
ing China, an official
statement said.

Through a presenta-
tion, the minister was

briefed regarding the
evolving global scenario.

Mandaviya appreciat-
ed the pharma compa-
nies for their invaluable
contribution during the
pandemic in the country,
the statement said.

“India’s pharmaceuti-
cal industry is robust, re-
silient and responsive. It
is due to their strength
that we could not only
meet our down demand
during the pandemic, but
also be in a position to
supply medicines to 150
countries,” he said. This
was achieved without
any fall in quality and no

hike in the price of the
medicines, he stressed.

The pharma compa-
nies were asked to keep a
close watch on the global
supply chain scenario,
the statement said.

They were also asked
to closely monitor pro-
duction and availability
of APIs as well as formu-
lations of essential medi-
cines for Covid manage-
ment, it said.

They were asked to en-
sure adequate stocks and
availability of all drugs
including Covid drugs in
the supply chain up to
the retail level.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

A negative Covid re-
port will be a must for
passengers arriving in
India from China, Hong
Kong, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Thailand from January 1,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
said on Thursday.

The Covid test must be
conducted within 72
hours of undertaking the
journey to India and the
negative report from the
RT-PCR test has to be up-
loaded on the Air
Suvidha portal before
their departure, the min-
ister said.

This requirement is in
addition to the random
testing of international
passengers on their ar-
rival in India irrespective
of their port of depar-
ture. Last week, the gov-
ernment made random
coronavirus testing
mandatory for two per
cent of passengers arriv-
ing on each international
flight.

Already many coun-
tries, including the US,
Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan and Italy have an-
nounced testing require-
ments for passengers
from China. The govern-

ment ramped up its sur-
veillance against Covid-
19 amid a spike in coron-
avirus cases in some
countries, including
China, and tightened
Covid guidelines and
asked states and Union
territories to prepare for
any eventuality.

According to the Union
health ministry data on
Thursday, India recorded
268 new coronavirus in-
fections, while the active
cases increased to 3,552.

The daily positivity
rate was recorded at 0.11
per cent while the weekly
positivity was pegged at
0.17 per cent, the ministry
said.

New Delhi, Dec 29
(PTI): In a major
move to increase
voter participation,
the Election
Commission on
Thursday said it has
developed a proto-
type of a remote elec-
tronic voting ma-
chine (RVM) for do-
mestic migrant vot-
ers and has invited

political parties for a
demonstration on
January 16. If implement-
ed after stakeholder con-
sultations, migrant voters
do not need to travel to
their home district to ex-
ercise their franchise.
Terming counting of
votes cast at remote
booths and their transmis-

sion to the returning offi-
cer in other states as a
“technological challenge”,
Election Commission (EC)
officials said RVMs will be
developed as “a robust,
failproof and efficient
stand-alone system” based
on existing electronic vot-

ing machines and will not
be connected to the inter-
net. Based on feedback
from various stakeholders
and the demonstration of
the prototype, the EC will
appropriately carry for-
ward the process of imple-
menting remote voting,

according to a statement.
The poll panel has also
floated a concept note on
remote voting and sought
the views of political par-
ties on the legal, adminis-
trative and technological
challenges in implement-
ing it.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested
an officer of the Indian
Defence Accounts
Service in a case of al-
leged bribery of Rs 10
lakh, officials said on
Thursday.

It is alleged that a
company based in Jind
in Haryana had trans-
ferred the money to a
middleman seeking
favours from the 1988-
batch officer, they said.

The officer posted as
Integrated Finance
Advisor with the South
Western Command in
Jaipur was allegedly
favouring several com-

panies in giving clear-
ances for contracts and
clearing their bills,
they said.

The CBI had received
the information
through its sources
about the alleged activi-
ties of the officer, they
said.

The agency got to
know that a payment of
Rs 10 lakh was made to
a suspected middleman
for allegedly seeking
favours from the officer
after which the agency
nabbed him, they said.

He was later arrested
by the agency after
completion of formali-
ties, they said.

Dantewada, Dec 29: Two
Maoists wanted in murder
cases and carrying a boun-
ty of Rs 10,000 each have
been arrested in
Dantewada district, police
said on Thursday.

A joint team of the
District Reserve Guard and
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
was out on a search opera-
tion in Aranpur police sta-
tion area on Wednesday
when it spotted the two
Maoists in a forest near
Gonderas village while
they were trying to escape,
Dantewada Additional
Superintendent of Police
RK Barman said.

The duo was apprehend-
ed after a short chase, he
said. They were identified

as Dula Sodhi (29) and
woman Deve Kowasi (32),
who were active as lower
rung cadres, the police
said.

The two were wanted in
incidents of murder and
attempt to murder in the
area. They were carrying a
reward of Rs 10,000 each on
their head, Barman said.

Bodh Gaya, Dec 29: 

The Bihar police have
detained a suspected
Chinese woman in Bodh
Gaya in connection with
alleged threat to Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai
Lama and are interro-
gating her, J S Gangwar,
ADG (headquarters) con-
firmed to ANI.

The ADG (headquar-
ters) said that she had
been detained in connec-
tion with the alleged
threat to Dalai Lama.

“Police detained the
suspected (Chinese)
woman in Bodh Gaya in
connection with an al-
leged threat to Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai
Lama. She is being inter-
rogated,” he said.

Earlier in the morn-
ing, a security alert was
sounded in Bodh Gaya
district where the Dalai
Lama is scheduled to
participate in public dis-
courses after intelli-
gence agencies alerted
local police about a
Chinese woman’s pres-
ence and suspected ac-
tivities. The security
agencies released the
sketch of the suspected
woman and started

searching for the
Chinese woman in Gaya,
suspected of spying on
Dalai Lama.

Gaya Senior
Superintendent of
Police (SSP), Harpreet
Kaur said, “Local police
has received inputs
about a Chinese woman
who has been living in
Gaya. We were getting
inputs on her for the last
two years. In view of
this, an alert has been
given and searches are
underway.” “There is no
information at present
about the location of the
Chinese woman. We can-
not rule out suspicion of
her being a Chinese spy,”
SSP Kaur said.

According to inputs,
the suspected Chinese
spy had been living in
different parts of the
country including Bodh
Gaya for more than one
year. However, there is
no record in the foreign
section about the stay of
the Chinese woman.

The Dalai Lama has
this year resumed his
annual tour to Bodh
Gaya, which had been
suspended for the last
two years due to the
Covid pandemic.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The BJP received Rs
351.50 crore or 72.17 per
cent of the total donations
made to political parties
by Electoral Trusts in
2021-22, while the
Congress received less
than the TRS, Samajwadi
Party, AAP and the YSR
Congress, according to the
Association for
Democratic Reforms.
Electoral trust is a non-
profit organisation formed
in India for orderly receiv-
ing of contributions from
corporate entities and in-
dividuals to political par-
ties. It aims at improving
transparency in the usage
of funds for election-relat-
ed expenses.

The BJP received nine-
teen times more donations
than the Congress in 2021-
22 from electoral trust, the
ADR data showed. The
total donations to the BJP
were over 2.5 times of
what went to the other
nine parties. The
Association for
Democratic Reforms, in its
analysis of Electoral

Trusts, said Rs 351.50 crore
or 72.17 per cent of the
total donations received by
all political partiesin 2021-
22 went to the BJP.

According to ADR, the
Congress received Rs 18.44
crore from electoral trust,
while the TRS received Rs
40 crore, Samajwadi Party
Rs 27 crore, Aam Aadmi
Party Rs 21.12 crore and
YSR Congress Rs 20 crore.

The SAD received Rs 7
crore, Punjab Lok
Congress Party Rs 1 crore,
Goa Forward Party and
DMK Rs 50 lakh each
through electoral trust,
the report said. Electoral
Trusts which have de-
clared receiving contribu-
tions during FY 2021-22,
have received a total
amount of Rs 487.09 crore
from corporates and indi-
viduals and distributed Rs
487.06 crore (99.99 per cent)
to various political par-
ties, the Association for
Democratic Reforms said.

E i g h t y - n i n e
corporate/business hous-
es contributed Rs 475.80
crore to Electoral Trusts
in FY 2021-22, 62 con-

tributed Rs 456.30 crore to
Prudent Electoral Trust,
two corporates con-
tributed Rs 10.00 crore to
AB General Electoral
Trust, three corporates
contributed Rs 5 crore to
Samaj Electoral Trust and
15 corporates contributed
Rs 2.20 crore to
Independent Electoral
Trust. The ADR said 40 in-
dividuals have contributed
to Electoral Trusts in FY
2021-22, 13 individuals con-
tributed Rs 8.53 crore to
Prudent Electoral Trust,
15 individuals contributed
Rs 2.61 crore to
Independent Electoral
Trust and 12 individuals
gave a total of Rs 14.34
lakh to Small Donation
Electoral Trust. Arcelor
Mittal Nippon Steel India
Ltd contributed the high-
est amount worth Rs 70.00
crore amongst all donors
of the Electoral Trusts, fol-
lowed by Acrelor Mittal
Design and Engg Centre
Pvt Ltd with Rs 60 crore
and Bharti Airtel Limited
which contributed Rs 51
crore, to various Trusts,
the report said.

STAMPEDE TRAGEDY

Toll rises to Eight
AAmmaarraavvaattii,,  DDeecc  2299  ((PPTTII)):: One
more person who was injured
in a stampede during a pro-
gramme organised by the
Telugu Desam Party in
Kandukur town in Nellore dis-
trict succumbed while under-
going treatment on Wednesday
night, taking the toll to eight,
police said on Thursday.

The victims, including two
women, died and eight others
were injured on Wednesday
after they fell in a drainage
canal when the Leader of
Opposition N Chandrababu
Naidu was addressing a road-
show there.

People gathered in large
numbers at the venue and
there was some jostling among
the public during the meeting,
leading to a stampede at the
canal, they had said based on
initial information.

GOVT TO PHARMA FIRMS

‘Ensure adequate stocks, availability of all drugs’
Including those for Covid management

Covid -ve report mandatory for flyers 
 From 6 nations
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N EC comes up with RVM prototype
For migrant voters

Block diagram of RVM.

Congress opposes
The Congress on Thursday
came out against the Election
Commission’s proposal for a
remote voting system for
migrant workers, and said it
should first allay the
Opposition’s apprehension
about misuse of EVMs before
extending its application
which “would seriously
undermine trust” in the elec-
toral system.

CBI arrests Defence
Accounts Service officer 

Two Maoists wanted
in murder cases held 

About the arrest
A joint team of the District
Reserve Guard and
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
was out on a search operation
in Aranpur police station area
on Wednesday when it spot-
ted the two Maoists in a forest
near Gonderas village while
they were trying to escape.

Chinese woman held, threat
to Dalai Lama averted

ASR REPORT

Cong income through Electoral Trusts
less than TRS, SP, AAP, YSRC

BJP got 72% donations

RS 10 LAKH BRIBERY CASE CBSE releases
class 10, 12 
date sheet

New Delhi, Dec 29
(PTI): The Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on
Thursday announced
class 10 and 12 board
examinations will
begin from February
15.

Releasing the date
sheet, the board said
sufficient gap has
been given between
two subjects, and
other factors such as
competitive entrance
tests have also been
taken into account
in deciding the
dates.

Examination will
begin at 10.30 am.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2299::  Mohonish Mallick
Monnappa, S/o BSP employee
Surajit Mallick, DGM (TSD) and
Dechamma Mallick, has joined
NDA 149th batch as a Fighter Pilot
cadet on December 26, 2022 in
what appears to be  a rather un-
usual career in an era when collec-
tive fascination revolves around
choosing either engineering or
medical as a career option.
Mohonish has spent his formative
years in Bhilai, completing his
schooling in the steel township.  

An enviable study environment,
support from family and friends
and the overall growth atmos-
phere due to the presence of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in the region
helped Mohonish to progress to-
wards unchartered territory. The
freedom offered to choose his pro-
fession and the able support of his
parents helped him to take this
decision to join the Airforce. 

As per official communication
from the government issued on
November 17, 2022, on the basis

of written exam conducted by
UPSC and subsequent interview
held by Service Selection Boards
(SSBs), 519 candidates were
shortlisted for Army, Air Force and
Navy wing for admission in the
149th batch  NDA, the prestigious
tri-force Military Academy of the
country.

Around 66 candidates only
have qualified for Air Force
(Flying) branch to train as fighter
pilots,  although around 90 seats
are usually earmarked every year
in NDA, owing to  stringent med-
ical fitness standards this year. 

Mohonish, who  has a mixed
parentage, is a half-Coorgi and a
half-Bengali as his mother belongs
to Karnataka's Coorg District. It
was during his selection process
at Air Force Selection Board - 3
(Gandhinagar), Air Force Selection
Board - 2 (Mysore) and Base
Hospital Delhi Cantonment that he
came across young NDA cadets
impeccably dressed up in army at-
tire, an observation whichtrig-
gered  his fascination to be one of
these men-in-uniform.

During the entire selection jour-
ney which comprised four-phase
selection  process (Written Exam,
SSB, Pilot Aptitude Test, Medical
Examination followed by Appeal
Review), the teachers from his
school kept pouring their bless-
ings and wishes on Mohonish so
much so that they actually
arranged for a telephonic talk
with Lieutenant General Harinder
Singh (retd), a Bhilai-grown  boy
himself and a much-decorated
Officer of the Indian Army. 

During a candid talk, Mohonish
shared his deep sense of admira-
tion and gratitude for all his teach-
ers of DPS Bhilai and especially
for ParshantVashisht, Principal of
DPS Bhilai; Suman Kumar Tripathi,
his class teacher; Narinder Kaur,
his teacher and Joshi Cherien, his
teacher and football coach. 

Besides being an adventure
junkie,  Mohonish is trained in
Indian Classical Music under the
tutelage of Guru Manik
Chakraborty  and was a regular
member of DPS Music Choir as a
vocalist and guitarist.  In his own
confession, however, long and
challenging motorcycle rides
along meandering hill routes in
Coorg amidst incessant downpour
during monsoon was something
he was always passionate about.
In a dramatic gesture to honour his
love for motorcycling,  two dare-
devil bikers Darshan Chinnappa
and LikithBiddappa, both his ma-
ternal-uncles rode from Coorg to
Pune on their bike covering a dis-
tance of around 1200 Km riding to
witness his joining event. 

Mohonish Mallick joins NDA as Fighter Pilot Cadet

SRG organises district level
Inter ITI Cricket Tournament

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2299::  For the first time
in the state, Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions, organised
a four-day district level Inter ITI
Cricket Tournament (Day-
Night) from December 22-25,
2022 "Rungta Premier League"
for ITI students. A total of 16
teams participated in this com-
petition, including Government
ITI Bhilai, Prism ITI Patan,
Government ITI Patan,
Government ITI Dhamdha,
Rajendraprasad ITI Risali,
Mansa ITI Kurud, Government
ITI Durg, Shreyas ITI Dhaur,
Shri Sai ITI Bhilai, Agrasen ITI
Bhilai, Sandipani ITI Durg, Sun
ITI Durg and BM ITI Durg. This
grand cricket tournament was
inaugurated and the trophy was
unveiled by the chairman
Sanjay Rungta.

The final match of 10 overs
of Rungta Premier League was
played between Government
ITI Bhilai and Government ITI
Durg. After winning the toss
government ITI Durg decided
for the bowling first.
Government ITI Bhilai set a
huge target of 167 runs where
as government ITI Durg's team
managed to score only 129
runs. Govt ITI Bhilai earned the
winner position of Rungta
Premier League. During the
final match, Rishugir Goswami
of Government ITI Bhilai who
scored 122 runs in 38 balls
earned the title of Man of the
Match and Man of the Series as

well.
Training in-charge of

Government ITI Durg AA
Mansoori joined to enjoy the
final match and said that
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions, has taken such an
initiative for the first time in the
state for the ITI students and
also express his gratitude to
Chairman Sanjay Rungta for or-
ganizing such a grand event for
the students of ITI.

The winning team was re-
warded with a RPL-winner tro-
phy, cash amount of Rs 11000/-
and a scholarship of Rs 5100/-
to each player and the runner-
up team was rewarded with a
RPL-runner-up trophy, cash
amount of Rs 5100/- and a
scholarship amount of Rs
3100/- to each player by the
hands of Chairman Sanjay
Rungta.

Rishugir Goswami of
Government ITI Bhilai reward-
ed with a trophy of Man of the
Series, cash amount of Rs
2100/- and Rs 1100/- for Man of
the Match by the hands of
Director Dr Saket Rungta.
Along with this, the Captain of
runner-up team, Suryakant of
Government ITI Durg, was
awarded with an amount of Rs
1100 for his fantastic perform-
ance under pressure.

Chairman Sanjay Rungta,
Director Dr Saket Rungta ap-
preciated the organising com-
mittee for successfully organiz-
ing the grand event of Rungta
Premier League.

Performance Enhancement
Programme culminates 

at DAV Hudco

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: The three
days workshop on the per-
formance enhancement
programme for the teach-
ers of Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Mathematics,
Social science, Commerce,
ICT and EEDP concluded
on Thursday at DAV
Public school Hudco.

The workshop was
loaded with discussions,
demo classes and activi-
ties dealing with various
problems of children of
different 1Q levels and
technical issues dealing
with the preparation of
question papers, various
ways ofrevisions, assess-
ments, promoting emo-
tional Intelligence, portfo-
lio and many more tricks
and tips.

The objective of this
performance enhance-
ment programme was to
provide a platform for the
delegates to discuss the ad-
vancements and current
trends inPhysics,
Chemistry, Biology,
Mathematics, Social sci-
ence, Accountancy and
Business studies,
Economics, ICT and EEDP
where they not only par-
ticipated but also con-
tributed their valuable
thoughts and ideas that
are tested and tried thus
making the workshop a
huge success.

The delegates also
thanked Prashant Kumar
(DRO, DAV Institutions,
CG Zone- A) for organising
such workshops and gave
assurance to implement
all such techniques and

methodology in their
teaching.

The workshop culminat-
ed with the valedictory
function where the plat-
form was aggrandized by
Prashant Kumar
(Principal DAV Hudco
cum DRO CG Zone), Dr BP
Sahu (ARO cum Principal
DAV ISPAT Public School
Nandini), Pranit Jain
(Principal cum ARO DAV
MMPS Pamgarh,
Champa), SK Pandey (HM,
DAVPS SECL, Chirimiri)
and Anamika Bharati
(Principal DAV SECL
Korba) where Prashant
Kumar congratulated the
resource persons for the
successful conduction of
the workshop.

Speaking on the occa-
sion he highlighted the im-
portance of such work-
shops which will indirect-
ly help children to per-
form well in their exams
and also keep the educa-
tors motivated providing
them with chance to step
out of their regular sched-
ule and enhance their
skill.

He further added that
children are the building
blocks of the nation and
we only are responsible to
help them grow in an opti-
mistic manner. Moreover,
all our hard work, efforts
and endeavours should re-
volve around the achieve-
ment of each student's po-
tential, academic, social
and emotional develop-
ment.

The resource persons
were honoured with me-
mentos. The function con-
cluded with shanti path.

Bhilai Mayor's effort result in fast
repair & maintenance work of roads 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: The ef-
forts put in my BMC
Mayor Neeraj Pal towards
giving facelift to city has
started showing result.
Repair and maintenance
of roads to the tune of
crores are being initiated
under Bhilai Corporation
area. The departmental
process of repair and
maintenance of roads in
various areas of the corpo-
ration is being done at a
fast pace.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Bhupesh
Baghel, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is promptly
implementing it. Under
the direction of Bhilai

Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav and Mayor Neeraj
Pal the work has been
started on roads in
Khursipar are.
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
has instructed the officers
to get the work done at a
fast pace keeping in mind
the quality of the roads.

On the instructions of
Mayor Neeraj Pal and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
Rs 9 crore has been sanc-
tioned for repair of roads,
BT road renovation/pot-
hole repair in each zone of
the corporation. Under
this tarring will be done
from Nehru Nagar to KPS,

KPS to Surya Mall,
Khamaria, Priyadarshini
Complex and South
Gangotri area,
Gauravpath, area in front
of Muktidham via Azad
Chowk, Jalebi Chowk to
Subhash Chowk, Nandani
Road, Baikundham area,
Renovation of roads from
Shivshakti Colony Road,
Kishan Chowk to Sheetla
Mandir Road, Chhawni
Chowk to HathkhojPulia,
renovation of roads from
ITI Service Road to
Shivalay MPR Road via
Shri Ram Chowk to
Service Road and asphalt-
ing works in HUDCO area.
Due to the rains, the works
of many roads were left in-
complete, they will also be
completed.

Neeraj Pal inaugurates 
vending zone at Nehru 

Nagar Square

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: A magnifi-
cent vending zone has
been prepared near Nehru
Nagar Square which was
inaugurated by Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal in the
presence of BMC
Commissioner Rohit Vyas.
Beautiful kiosks have been
placed in the vending
zone, giving an attractive
look to the venue. The
kiosks have been installed
in attractive colours in the
same pattern, which has
increased the grandeur of
the venue.

Earlier, shops were oper-
ating at this place in a dis-
organized manner, which
was not even looking good.
In view of which Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
had instructed the officials
to set up vending zones at
the Square of Nehru
Nagar.

This has given a system-
atic, welcoming and neat
view to the place.
Attractive potted plants
have been placed in the
vending zone, paver blocks
have been placed to create
a dust free area, adequate
lighting has been provided
for illumination at night
due to which it will be easi-
er for the kiosk/shop oper-
ators as well as the cus-
tomers to buy from here.

Seven kiosks have been
set up in the vending zone.

Priority has been given to
those already operating
shops at this place in the
vending zone.

It needs a mention that
the design of the kiosk
was provided to the opera-
tors by the officials of the
corporation and the ven-
dors have only construct-
ed the shop for which loan
has been provided from
the National Urban
Livelihood Mission.

The corporation has
completed the survey
work for vending zones
and the work of making
vending zones is being
done at select places. On
the instructions of Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
vending zones will be set
up in other zones as well.

Vending zone is being
prepared with clean envi-
ronment and well organ-
ized shops. Bhilai
Corporation is working
diligently regarding this.

As a result of which
today the city has got a
vending zone at Nehru
Nagar Chowk in Bhilai.
District President Mukesh
Chandrakar, MIC member
Sandeep Nirankari, Zone
Commissioner Rajendra
Nayak, Assistant
Engineer Alok Pashine,
Vinita Verma, Deputy
Engineer Shweta Verma,
Vinita Nirmalkar etc.
were present during the
inauguration.

Hero Under 17 Youth Cup Football
matches inaugurated at Pant Stadium

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2299:: The much
awaitedHero Under-17 Youth
Cup 2022-23 was inaugurated
by Anirban Dasgupta, Director
I/c (BSP) on Thursday at Pant
stadium. TapanSutradhar, ED
(Mines), MM Gadre, ED (P &
A,) Aseemanand Maharaj from
Ramakrishna Mission,
Narayanpur, Nisha Soni, CGM
(Pers), Samir Swarup, CGM
(Mines &Rowghat), SK Soni,
GM (P-NW & Mines), Dr
Anupam Lal, Additional CMO,
Shahid Ahmad, GM(M & HS)
and President, BSP Football
Club, Dr Sanjay Gandhi,
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
Football Association, SK
Jakhar, DGM(SRG), OP Sagar,
Secretary, BSP Football Club,
Deepak Sharma, Match
Commissioner, Saroj Jha, SM
(TSD), Mohan Lal, ex-Football
coach,  and other Senior offi-
cials were present on the occa-
sion.

Chief Guest Anirban
Dasgupta inaugurated the
tournament by kicking a
Football at Pant stadium
Football ground and greeting

the Football players. We feel
fortunate to arrange this venue
for the tournament for talent-
ed players, with players from
Abujmarh too who have been
inspired by RK Mission,
Narayanpur to take up this
sport. These matches will give
impetus to the State and
Nation. I hope minimum 2
teams from this tournament
qualify for the National
Knockout tournament. I have
full faith in these young players
that they will qualify for the
World Cup in the future. We
need to polish them like
Diamonds to make them shine,
he said.

Aseemanand Maharaj from
Ramakrishna Mission stated
that it is a matter of pride that
BSP is supporting RK Mission
to take football forward, help-
ing in the overall development
of the players. 

The first match began at
10:00 hrs on December 29,
2022 between RKM Football
Academy CG and Diamond
Rock Football Academy MP.
Diamond Rock won by 02-00.
Both goals were scored by
Adivek Naidu at the 4th minute
and 89th minute.

The second match on the in-
augural day was at 14:30 hrs
between Chenniyan FC and

The Premier Sports FA Bihar.
The first half score Chenniyan
was 05-00. Goals scored were
1st goal at 16 minute by
MohdFarzeen, 2nd goal at 37
minute by MohdFarzeen, 3rd
goal at 39 minute by Vijesh, 4th
goal at 42 minute by
LalremRuata and 5th goal self
goal by Akash Singh. The 6th
goal at 55 minute was by
AbittoChenniyan FC. The 1st
goal of Premier Sports FA
Bihar team was by Shivam
Kumar Dubey at 64 minute.
The final score was Chenniyan
FC 06 and The Premier Sports
FA Bihar 01.

On December 30, 2022 there

is no match as there are
matches on alternate days. On
December 31, 2022, first match
will be with Chennaiyan FC vs
RKM FA at 09:30 hrs while the
Second match will be with
Muthoot FA Kerala vs Premier
Sporting FA at 14:30 hrs.

50 teams are participating in
10 venues across the Nation,
with 5 teams in each venue.
Five teams representing
Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh would play each other
twice in the Hero Under-17
Youth Cup 2022-23 at football
ground in Pant Stadium,
Sector 1. The tournament

matches in Bhilai are being
sponsored by SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant, All India Football
Federation and Chhattisgarh
Football Association. 

The teams that are playing
in Bhilai include the state
school champion team from
RK Mission, Narayanpur that is
representing Chhattisgarh,
Mutthoot Football Academy
representing Kerala, Chennai
Football Club, Premier
Sporting Academy represent-
ing Bihar and Diamond Rock
Football Academy representing
Madhya Pradesh.

The football teams of RK
Mission, Narayanpur are spon-
sored by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. RK Mission with whom
SAIL-BSP has partnered in
many CSR activities in
Rowghat region of Bastar, in-
cluding jointly organising Khel
Mela at Narayanpur every year
for schoolchildren in the tribal
belt, has been encouraging
tribal youth to take up football.
Besides sponsoring the RK
Mission football teams, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant extends fi-
nancial support and provides
kits etc to the players.
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Durg University VC continues surprise inspection in colleges
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: Principals
should compulsorily be
present in their colleges
during the examinations.
Absence of the principal
makes it difficult to solve
any problem in the con-
duct of the examination.

These words were ex-
pressed by Vice
Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg, Dr
ArunaPalta after surprise
inspection of semester ex-
aminations of various col-
leges. Dr Palta said that
due to the absence of the
principal of the college,
both teachers and employ-
ees do not take the cadre
examinations seriously,
due to which there is al-

ways a possibility of error.
Dr Palta said that there is
a clear instruction of the
Department of Higher
Education, Government of
Chhattisgarh that if a
principal stays on neces-
sary work leave or goes out
of the college for a short
period, then it is necessary
to inform the Additional
Director, Higher
Education, but during the
surprise inspection, no in-
formation related to the
colleges in which princi-
pals were found absent
was available with the
Additional Director of
Durg Division.

It is worth mentioning
that for the smooth con-
duct of the ongoing semes-
ter examinations under

Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg, the Vice
Chancellor and the offi-
cials of the university are
continuously conducting
surprise inspections of
the colleges. Dean Student

Welfare of the University,
Dr Prashant Srivastava
said that necessary action
is being taken in connec-
tion with the cheating case
by confiscating five mobile
phones from Kabirdham

district. The Vice-
Chancellor, Dr Palta and
the NSS Coordinator of
the University, Dr RP
Aggarwal made a surprise
inspection of Government
Shivnath Science College,
Government Kamla Devi
Rathi Girls College and
Government College
Thelkadih of
Rajnandgaon.

The examinations were
being conducted smoothly
in these colleges and was
found to be satisfactory.
The Vice-Chancellor di-
rected the Principal of the
Government Shivnath
Science College that maxi-
mum teachers of the col-
lege should do the exam
work in the examinations.

The second inspection

team of the University,
under the leadership of
Dean Student Welfare, Dr
Prashant Srivastava, con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion of Government
KhubchandBaghel Post
Graduate College, Bhilai
03, Government Mohan
Lal Jain College,
Khursipar and St Thomas
College, Bhilai.

During inspection, ex-
aminations were found to
be conducted smoothly in
all the three colleges. The
sports director of the uni-
versity, Dr Dinesh
Namdev, Assistant
Registrar, Himanshu
Shekhar Mandavi,
Digvijay Kumar were in-
cluded in this inspection
team.



BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATIONS

The Sikh Devotees dressed in the attire took out  massive procession on occasion of birth anniversary of Guru
Gobind Singhji here on Thursday.

CSCS gears up for maiden ODI match at Naya Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
has geared up to host the
maiden One Day
International Cricket
match at Naya Raipur-
based Veer Narayan
Singh International
Cricket Stadium on
January 21 when Men in
Blue will face the visit-
ing New Zealand in sec-
ond of the three-match
series.

Organizing maiden
ODI International Match
at Raipur would be cru-

cial for the CSCS ahead
of the scheduled ICC
World Cup ODI tourna-
ment later next year.

CSCS has already
started working on es-
sential points in accor-
dance to the BCCI guide-
lines for organizing the
January 21 ODI against
New Zealand team.
CSCS would be announc-
ing the time and venue

for the Raipur ODI
match.

Former CSCS
President Prabhtej
Singh Bhatia who is one
of the members of BCCI
Body as well as present
CSCS President Jubin
Shah and Vijay Shah
have extended gratitude
towards the BCCI
Secretary Jai Shah for
giving an opportunity to

CSCS for the Raipur ODI
match. Key decisions
would be taken at the
CSCS meeting on
Thursday as it wants to
make the scheduled ODI
match a mega event at
the Naya Raipur
Stadium which has the
capacity of more than 65
thousand spectators. It
has already won appreci-
ations after successfully
hosting the IPL matches
for Delhi team as well as
few other matches of
Champions League
Cricket tournament.
Former Team India play-
ers like Sachin
Tendulkar, Virendra
Sehwag, Yuraj Singh and
others have also played
matches at the venue
which is eagerly waiting
for January 21 ODI
match against Kiwis.

Variety of cultural programmes mark annual function

Raipur, Dec 29:
Annual function of Smt.
Pramila Gokuldas Daga
Girls College, Kutchery
Chowk, Raipur was organ-
ised here on Thursday in
the College premises. The
programme started with
lighting of the traditional
lamp and garlanding the
idol of Goddess Saraswati.

During this, colourful
cultural programmes were
presented by the girl stu-
dents. The cultural
progammes started with
‘Ganesh Vandana’, followed
with presentation of
Kashmiri, Marathi and
Western dance by the girl
students. The students

thoroughly enjoyed all the
programmes and later
could not stop themselves
from dancing in the pro-
gramme of songs by
Khagesh Orchestra and
Group.

On this occasion the
Chief Guest Dr Kiranmayi

Nayak, Chairperson State
Women’s Commission ex-
plained the importance of
college studies to girl stu-
dents and held the gradua-
tion studies as mort impor-
tant part of life. She told
the students to make good
use of the time. She also ap-

prised them about the nec-
essary things to make path
for healthy future for self
and shared some of her
own experiences, highlight-
ing negative and positive
aspects in today’s social
scenario. On this occasion
some girl students also
shared their views with the
Chief Guest.

President of the organi-
zation Ajay Tiwari explain-
ing the importance of edu-
cation to girls stressed on
all-round development of
girl students. The annual
report was presented by the
Principal of the College Dr
Sangeetha Ghai. The stu-
dent union in-charge Dr
Smriti Aggarwal proposed
the vote of thanks. All the
staff of the College con-
tributed immensely in
making this annual func-
tion a grand success.

Power Plants can be re-started in 28 minutes

Raipur, Dec 29: In case of
emergency black-out, a
mockdrill for start-up
power supply to the power
plants through Hasdeo
Bango Hydel Power Plant
was successfully held at
Chhattisgarh State Load
Dispatch Centre here on
Thursday. Through this

mock-drill it was ensured
that in case of any emer-
gency sitaution of black-
out, power from the start-up
power of Hasdeo Bango
Hydel Power Plant can be
sent in just 28 minutes to
start the power plants in
Korba (West).

It is notable here that in
case of any situation like
that of black-out, it is gener-
ally very difficult to re-start
the power plants and for
this power if required im-
mediately and it can be
done only through Hydel
Power Plants. A mock-drill
in this regard was success-

fully held under the pres-
ence and able guidance of
MD CSPTCL Ujjawala
Baghel and MD CSPGCL
Sanjeev Kumar Katiyar
here on Thursday.

This monitoring of this
‘Black Start Mock-drill’ exe-
cuted from Load Dispatch
Centre of CSPTCL in
Danganiya was done by the
expert engineers of
Western Region Load
Dispatch Centre Mumbai
through video-conferenc-
ing. As per the provisions of
Indian Electricity Grade
Code and State Gird Code, it
is compulsory twice in a

year go through such mock-
drill. During this, ED State
Load Dispatch Centre of
Daganiya KS Manothia, CL
Netam, CE KK Bhagat, KK
Bhourase, Addl. CE Sharda
Sonwani Avinash Sonekar,
R Arvind, SE Sanjay
Choudhary, GK Mandavi,
Anil Agrawal, Pushpa
Pillai, EE Arjun Prasad, GP
Singh, AE Vindhyachal
Gupta, Preeti Gupta,
Juvena Gomes, Pushkar
Verma, EE from production
unit KK Bajaj, Hitendra
Markandey and others were
present.

In this the AEs posted in

the control units of state
Load Dispatch centre viz.
Prem Jaiswal, Rekha
Sharma, Amit Shrivastava,
played an important role in
successful execution of as-
sistant-grade-1 mock-drill.

In the same way SE
Bango Hydel Power Plant
MS Khan and his team, VK
Pandey and his team from
Power Plant of Korba (W);
Transmission centre to
Korba (E), Jamnipali and
Churikhurd and SE from
Kharmora Power Sub-
Station- DS Patel and his
team; SE from
Transmission  Unit PL
Sidar and his team and
Korba (E) Jamnipali and
Churrikhurd and EE from
‘Sanchar and Telemetery’
unit Ajay Kanwar, JL Uraon
and his team also played im-
portant role in successfull
execution of this mock-
drill.

Inter-state gang of thieves busted

Raipur, Dec 29: Raipur
Police have busted inter-
state gang of thieves by ar-
resting three of its mem-
bers for their alleged in-
volvement in the recent
incidents of theft at vari-
ous parts of the capital
Raipur. The action was
taken on three complaints
against theft incident.

In one such complaint
lodged with DD Nagar
Police Station com-
plainant Mangla
Shrivastav told that she
had gone to Korba after
locking her house (MIG-
82), Sector-2 DD Nagar
Raipur on December 6. On
her return on December

10 she found the front door
of her house broken and
when she entered her
house she found the locker
in almirah broken and
gold and silver ornaments
and cash were missing
from almirah.

Similarly unidentified
thieves broke open empty
house of complainant
Samarendra Singh at
Kanchan Ganga Phase-2
DD Nagar in the interven-
ing night of 13th and 14th
December and fled with
gold and silver ornaments
with cash from almirah of
the house.

In another such inci-
dent unidentified thieves
fled after stealing gold and
silver ornaments and cash
from almirah of the house
of one Avinash Singh
Thakur in DD Nagar
R o h i n i p u r a m .
Unidentified thieves had

entered the house through
window after cutting its
grill.

Taking serious note of
all such incidents of theft
the Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal in-
structed ASP City/Crime
Abhishek Maheshwari,
ASP Dev Charan Patel,
CSP Purani Basti Rajesh
Choudhary, DSP Crime
Dinesh Sinha, In-charge
Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit and DD Nagar Police
in-charge to carry out in-
vestigation and arrest
thieves at earliest.
Subsequently the joint
team of anti crime and
cyber unit and DD Nagar
police conducted spot in-
spection besides inquiring
the complainants and ex-
amined the footages of the
CCTV cameras installed
near the sites.
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Raipur, Dec 29: Police
have arrested bike-
borne thieves who
were allegedly in-
volved in looting mo-
biles by roaming
around different parts
of the capital. Police
have recovered four
mobiles from their
possession.

The action comes
after police received a
tip off that two youth
on motorcycle were
looking for buyers of
mobile phones near
Jagannath Chowk in
Saraswati Nagar area.
On the instructions of
the senior officers the
joint team of anti
crime and cyber and
police station went to

the spot mentioned by
the informer and
caught the suspects.

During interroga-
tion arrested youth
gave their identity as
Rohit Sahu and
Shravan Kumar, resi-
dents of Gudiyari.

During search three
mobile phones were
found in dicky of vehi-
cle. During interroga-
tion they did not show
any valid document.
During strict interro-
gation they confessed
of looting mobile
phones along with
some other accom-
plices. Police also
seized two-wheeler
from their possession
and registered offence
under relevant sec-
tion.

BJP creates ruckus over lack of
development, cleanliness

Raipur, Dec 29:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers on
Thursday created ruckus
after staging demonstra-
tion at Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) head-
quarters to register
protest against lack of de-
velopment works and in-
adequate cleanliness
across the city.

During the demonstra-
tion, the BJP workers
raised slogans against the
RMC Mayor and
Commissioner to register
protest and also climbed
the RMC headquarters
building during the
demonstration.

A large number of BJP

workers reached the RMC
headquarters from differ-
ent Municipal Wards to
register protest against
the RMC administration.

BJP Raipur City Unit
President Jayanti Patel
said that several irregular-
ities including corruption
have been taken place dur-
ing the last few years
whereas the Congress
regime has failed to deliv-
er the promises it had
made to the people which
has created resentment, he

alleged.
Before reaching the

RMC headquarters, the
BJP workers organized
Street Plays in all the 70
Municipal Wards to high-
light the failures of RMC
administration.

BJP MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, former Minister
and Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat led the demonstra-
tion and addressed the
public meeting in front of
the RMC building before
staging demonstration.

CM terms lapses in Rahul’s 
security as highly unfortunate

Raipur, Dec 29: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel speaking to
media persons held the
lacunae in the security
during Rahul Gandhi’s
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ as
highly unfortunate and a
cause of concern.

Actually Congress has
written a letter to the
Home Ministry about
the lapses in Rahul
Gandhi’s security dur-
ing his ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’. Congress has
charged that the Delhi
police has failed to pro-
vide proper security to
Rahul during his entry
in Delhi and it failed on
various fronts.

No sooner the Rahul
Gandhi’s yatra reached
Delhi, there were lapses
in his security and the
Delhi police failed to pro-
vide necessary security
to Rahul and failed to
cordon the area he was
passing.

It is notable here that
Rahul Gandhi has got Z+
security. KC Venugopal
has written that situa-
tion after lack of securi-
ty had worsened and it is
the Congress party

workers and the mem-
bers of Yatra who had to
come forward to provide
the security to Rahul.

KC Venugopal has fur-
ther written that Delhi
police remained a silent
spectator and failed to
control the crowd. In ad-
dition to this the use of
Intelligence Bureau is
being to threaten and
cause fear among those
who were meeting Rahul
and IB is regularly hold-
ing inquiries with them.

Have not made up mind on contesting
next election: Singh Deo

Ambikapur, Dec 29 :
Chhattisgarh Health
Minister T S Singh Deo on
Thursday said he had not
yet decided whether he
would contest the next
Assembly election, but
would consult his support-
ers before taking any deci-
sion.

The Congress leader,
who is locked in a power
tussle with Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, had said
on December 20 that he
will take decision about
his future ahead of the
state elections which are
due in 2023. The statement
created a stir in political
circles.

Asked about this on the
sidelines of a program
here, the minister told re-
porters that they should
wait for some time.

“I have not made up my
mind yet. Otherwise, dur-
ing earlier elections held
in 2008, 2013 and 2018, I
was willing to contest

(from early on). But this
time I have not made up
my mind, but I will ask
people before taking any
step.”

In July, Singh Deo gave
up his Panchayat and
Rural Development de-
partment, indicating his
resentment over not get-
ting the chief minister’s
post, though he continues
to hold his other four port-
folios.

Singh Deo’s supporters
claim that when the
Congress came to power in
2018, it had been agreed
that he would be made

chief minister for half the
term. The party leader-

ship has denied that any
such deal was struck.
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RRaaiippuurr:: Senior Congress leader
and Cabinet Minister TS Singh
Deo on Thursday gave another
opportunity to the principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) to corner the
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.

Responding to the opinion
made by the Cabinet Minister
Singh Deo over his “Not so
keen” to contest the Legislative
Assembly polls next year, the
BJP Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat on his micro blogging

account claimed that with the
attempt to achieve supremacy
within Chhattisgarh Congress,
the Chief Minister Baghel has
demoralized Singh Deo who is
now not even keen to contest
the next Legislative assembly
polls. Munat further tagged
him to be having an art of
hatching political conspiracy
against his opponents.

Similarly, the BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal has termed
his comment to be an example
of internal bickering within the
Congress. In support to his
statement, the BJP MLA gave
the example of another Cabinet
Minister Tamradwaj Sahu who
too is reportedly sidelined in
the party affairs over the last
few years.

Singh Deo demoralized due to supremacy

battle within Congress: BJP
p BJP Spokesperson

Rajesh Munat and
MLA Brijmohan take
a dig on Baghel

During entry of his
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
in Delhi

Bike-borne mobile
thieves arrested

Workers stage
demonstration at
RMC headquarters

Three members of
gang arrested for
alleged involvement
in theft incidents 

In case of any 
emergency black-
out like situation

State Load Dispatch
Centre successfully
conducts Black-
start mock-drill

Power sent from
Bango Hydel Power
Plants to re-start
power plants in
Korba (W)

At Smt Pramila
Gokuldas Daga Girls
College

Office-bearers
extend gratitude
towards BCCI
Secretary
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IIIT-NR hosts two-day Int’nl conf
IEEE WIECON-ECE 2022

Raipur, Dec 29: A two-day
‘8th IEEE International
Women in Engineering
(WIE) Conference on
Electrical and Computer
Engineering 2022 (IEEE
WIECON-ECE 2022)” is
being jointly organized by
IEEE Bangladesh Section
and IEEE Madhya
Pradesh Section in collab-
oration with their WIE
Affinity Groups. The con-
ference is being hosted by
the International Institute
of Information
Technology, Naya Raipur
(IIIT-NR), India, on the
30th & 31st of December
2022, in hybrid mode.

The conference had two
pre-conference tutorials
on 29th December 2022.
The first tutorial was held
at IIIT Naya Raipur, India,
on “Digital Literacy of
Women in Chhattisgarh”
for school girls and fe-
males in Chhattisgarh, to

spread digital literacy to
save themselves from vari-
ous online frauds. Dr.
Harold D’Costa, President,
Cyber Security
Corporation and CEO,
Intelligent Quotient
Security System, delivered
the tutorial. In his talk, he
said that online scams like
fake quizzes for extracting
the personal data, fake on-
line friends to get money
and other benefits, money
flipping scam, fake job of-
fers etc. have increased
crimes against females.
Hence, digital education is
mandatory for girls for

their safety. He further
added that women need to
take proactive steps to pro-
tect themselves online by
using strong passwords,
avoiding clicking on suspi-
cious links, being aware of
phishing scams, and using
two-factor authentication.

The second tutorial was
held at Kalinga University
Raipur on Artificial
Intelligence (AI),
Explainable Artificial
Intelligence (XAI), and
Data Science in
Healthcare: Application
and Use Cases, by Prof.
(Dr.) Mayuri Mehta,
Professor, Sarvajanik
College of Engineering &
Technology (SCET),
Gujarat. Prof. Mehta em-
phasized the applications
and use cases of AI and
Data Science in health-
care. AI and Data Science
are helping to revolution-
ize the healthcare indus-

try. By leveraging AI tech-
nologies such as Natural
Language Processing,
Machine Learning, and
Deep Learning, health-
care providers can better
diagnose and treat dis-
eases, improve patient
outcomes, and increase
efficiency throughout the
healthcare system. AI
and Data Science can
help to detect diseases
earlier and more accu-
rately, reduce medical er-
rors, improve medical
image analysis, and cre-
ate more personalized
treatments. The inaugu-
ral session of the confer-
ence will be held in the
forenoon of December 30,
2022, followed by two days
of technical sessions con-
sisting of keynote ad-
dresses by experts and
paper presentations by
researchers from across
the world.

8-year-old girl Shreyashi mesmerizes audience

Raipur, Dec 29: In the re-
cently concluded seven-
day swadeshi mela at
Science College ground
here local talents showed
their skills to mesmerize
the audience. One of thrm
Shreyashi Chatterjee en-
thralled the audience by
dancing “Dhadhina
Natina “ to a very popular
Bengali song. The best
artworks and artists were
declared winners in the

programme. In the
seven-day Swadeshi Mela
organized by CBMD from
23rd to 29th December,
Sunday was the name of
the creativity of the peo-

ple. At the same time, the
presentation of the
Bengali society took place
under the social gather-
ing, in which unforget-
table presentations were
given leaving the impres-
sion of the Bengali cul-
ture, in which indigenous
spirit and mother wor-
ship, patriotic songs, devo-
tional dance related to the
worship of Goddess
Durga, etc. were given,
under the watchful eyes of
Mahua Majumdar.

CS chairs meeting for 
R-Day preparations

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2299:: Like every year,
Republic Day will be observed
in the entire state in a dignified
manner on January 26, 2023. A
meeting was conducted today
at Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhavan in relation to the plan-
ning for the Republic Day cele-
brations. The meeting was
presided over by Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain, DGP
Ashok Juneja also attended the
meeting organized through
video conferencing. In the
meeting, a detailed discussion
was held regarding the deter-
mination of programs for the
Republic Day celebrations.

The Republic Day celebra-
tion at the state level will begin
at 9 am at Police Parade
Ground in Raipur. A parade of
police and armed police force
will be organized at the state-
level function. At the event,
tableaus of various depart-

ments will be on show. The
Chief Secretary has instructed
departmental officers that
departments that wish to show
the tableau should submit
information on their particular
tableau to the General
Administration Department as
soon as possible. The Chief
Secretary directed district
administration officers to make
arrangements for the meeting
of guests and the provision of
drinking water for citizens
attending the state-level main
function.

Jain directed the officers to
send the essential information
for the Honorable Governor
and Chief Minister’s statement
on Republic Day as soon as
possible. Secretary of the
General Administration
Department,  D.D. Singh stated
during the meeting that, as is
customary on Republic Day, all

government buildings and
monuments of national impor-
tance will be lighted. He men-
tioned that guidelines for the
Republic Day celebrations to
be held at the district and other
levels will be released to col-
lectors soon. The conference
also included a detailed discus-
sion of prizes and honors on
the occasion of Republic Day. 

Principal Secretary Home
and Forest Manoj Kumar
Pingua, Secretary Energy
Department Ankit Anand,
Secretary Higher Education
Bhuvanesh Yadav, Secretary
School Education Dr. S.
Bhartidasan, Director Culture
Vivek Acharya, Collector
Raipur Sarveshwar Dayal
Bhure, IG Raipur Ajay Yadav,
Officers of the police depart-
ment including officers of
other departments were pres-
ent.

We are directly interacting with the public: CM

Raipur, Dec 29: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Devarbija village
of the Bemetara assembly
constituency on December
28 as a part of his mam-
moth public interaction
drive ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’ across the state.
Addressing the people he
said this is the first time
that people are holding a
mic in front of a CM.
People are telling their
problems and views. This
has never happened be-
fore. Our government is di-
rectly interacting with the
public.

During the Jan Chaupal,
Chief Minister Baghel
said that the state govern-
ment has made various
schemes for every section
of society. The state gov-
ernment is interacting
with people in the state-
wide Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan and taking feed-
back about the implemen-
tation of schemes from the
beneficiaries. People espe-
cially the rural populace
are interacting with Chief
Minister and telling their
problems openly and di-
rectly to him. People’s
problems are also being
solved in this program.

He said that it is the en-
deavor of the state govern-
ment that the benefits of
the schemes should reach
the maximum number of
people. The benefits of

government schemes have
reached the beneficiaries
even during the pandemic.
Discussing the loan waiv-
er scheme, he said that
when the scheme was im-
plemented, some farmers
had sold their paddy but
their money was returned
through loan waiver.
About Rs.1200 crore were
returned. Chief Minister
asked the people about
loan waiver, people raised
their hands and said ‘yes’
in one voice. He said that
the installment of the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana is proven to be a
boon for the farmers in
their time of need. The
money is needed the most
during farming and festi-
vals. The amount of this
scheme is provided in four
installments.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced for the
establishment District
Cooperative Bank branch
in village Saldha and a
new sub-tehsil office in
Gram Panchayat
Devarbija. He announced
for well-equipped Manglik
Bhavan (Townhall) in
Devarbija, construction of
a 4 km road from village
Hardi to Lata, upgradation

of Parpoda High School to
Higher Secondary School
and Primary School
Khamharia M to Pre
Middle School, Paddy
Purchase Center at
Keshadbari , a sub-health
centre at Gram Panchayat
Ghotmarra and construc-
tion of embankment in
Shivnath river at village
Saldha.
Bhuneshwari bought a

secondhand car by 
selling vermicompost
During the Jan Chaupal,

Mrs. Bhuneshwari of
Sankara told their group
is producing vermicom-
post and so far they have
produced and sold
Vermicompost worth Rs 5

lakh 38 thousand. All the
members of the group are
earning a good income.
Bhuneshwari told that
she bought a second-
hand car recently, and
she and her husband
shared the expenditure
on the car 50-50. Chief
Minister appreciated
her saying that their
partnership is bringing
joy to the family.
Ramkhilavan Sahu of
Keshadbari village told
that he has two and a half
acres of land. The loan of
Rs.2 lakh 36 thousand has
been waived off. He told
that it is now very conven-
ient to bear the expenses of
the family.

Started fancy store 
and rice mill by selling

cow dung
Bharti Verma told that

she started a fancy store by
selling cow dung. She also
started a mini rice mill has
also been opened through
which she is earning a good
income. The Chief
Minister praised her and
asked how do you manage
so much work.
Ramkhilavan Vaishnav of
Chikhali village told that
he is a beneficiary of Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Majdoor Nyay Yojana. Till
now three installments
have been received, and
this scheme is helping a lot.
Balram Patel, the benefici-
ary of Chief Minister’s
Haat Bazar Clinic Yojana,
told that he is getting regu-
lar benefits. The Chief
Minister asked how much
the money was needed, to
which Balram said - “kabar
laghi kaka”( why to pay,
uncle).

During the Jan Chaupal,
the Chief Minister told the
villagers about the
‘Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Sahayata’ Yojana
and said that for the treat-
ment of serious diseases, fi-
nancial aid up to Rs.20 lakh
is provided under this
scheme. Tripti Rajput, a
student of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School told that
she is studying in
Devarbija. Speaking in
English, Tripti said that
her school has a proper
playground. She is study-
ing well in school. A local
person from the public told
about the problem related
to his eye, on which the
Chief Minister, taking a
quick decision, announced
a financial aid of Rs.2 lakh.

RTO now going to authorize ‘second-hand vehicle’ dealers

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: As per
the intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, under the guid-
ance of Transport
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, a new set of
rules are being intro-
duced by the depart-
ment, which will help to
identify the dealer and
the vehicle, as well as
help in controlling the
purchase and sell of
stolen vehicles.

Keeping in mind the
benefits of buying and
selling second-hand ve-
hicles and to make it
transparent, the
Transport Department
of Chhattisgarh had
written to the Central
Government to author-
ize second-hand vehicle

sellers as a dealer. After
this, changes have been
made in the Central
Motor Vehicle Rules,
1989, and this new rule
will come into effect
from April 1, 2023.
Through this, a step is
being taken to strength-
en the ecosystem of the
pre-owned vehicle mar-
ket. Now the market of
pre-owned vehicles will
be able to take advan-
tage of financial facili-
ties directly by joining
the mainstream finan-
cial market.

Significantly, the mar-
ket for pre-owned vehi-
cles in Chhattisgarh is
slowly gaining momen-
tum. In recent years, the
advent of online second-
hand car-selling plat-
forms has further boost-
ed this market. In the
current ecosystem, sev-
eral legal and financial
issues are being faced.
During the transfer of
the vehicle to the subse-
quent dealer, there was
a dispute regarding
third-party damage lia-

bilities, difficulty in de-
termining the defaulter,
etc.

Raipur Pre-Owned
Dealers Association has
been demanding for a
long time that second-
hand vehicle dealers
should also be given
dealer status like new
vehicle dealers. Having
a dealer status will help
a second-hand dealer
after purchase to show-
case the vehicle in stock
or take finance. In case
of an accident of a vehi-
cle, assistance will be
provided during the in-
surance claim as well as
dealers can also insure
their stocks so that they
can be compensated in
any kind of calamity
etc.

The second-hand ve-
hicle seller will now be
able to buy the vehicle
from the buyer and keep
it legally in stock and as
per the requirement.
They can also do all the
paperwork required for
vehicles like the renew-
al of the registration

certificate or second
copy of the registration
certificate, no objection
certificate, insurance or
ownership transfer of
the vehicle, they shall be
competent to apply for
all these papers.
Similarly, now it will be
easier for car buyers
that they can identify
the authorized second-
hand car seller. With
this, tax default vehi-
cles, stolen vehicles or
other disputes can be
avoided or resolved and
in case of any problem,
information regarding
the dealer can be ob-
tained from the RTO of-
fice.

Under the key provi-
sion of the proposed
rules, an ‘authorization
certificate’ has been in-
troduced for dealers of
registered vehicles to
identify the authentici-
ty of the dealer. Further,
the procedure for ac-
knowledging of deliv-
ery of the vehicle be-
tween the registered
owner and the dealer

has been elaborated.
The powers and respon-
sibilities of the dealer
in possession of the reg-
istered vehicles have
also been clarified.
Dealers have been em-
powered to apply for re-
newal of registration
certificate/renewal of
fitness certificate, dupli-
cate registration certifi-
cate, NOC, and transfer
of ownership of motor
vehicles under their
possession.

Similarly, as a regula-
tory measure, maintain-
ing an electronic vehicle
trip register has been
made mandatory, which
shall contain the details
of the journey under-
taken. The purpose of
the journey, driver, time,
mileage etc. will be men-
tioned. These provi-
sions will help in identi-
fying and empowering
the dealers of registered
vehicles. It also provides
adequate safety against
fraudulent activities for
the sale or purchase of
such vehicles.

Prof. Amar KJR Nayak delivered
a guest lecture at IIM-R

Raipur, Dec 29: Prof.
Amar KJR Nayak, profes-
sor of Strategy and the
chairperson of Center for
Regenerative Ecosystem
Design at Xavier Institute
of Management
Bhubaneswar, delivered a
guest lecture at IIM

Raipur on
Dec 26, 2022.
P r o f .
N a y a k ’ s
talk titled
‘ A l l
Interacting
E v o l v i n g
S y s t e m s
Science’ fo-
cused on
the impor-
tance of Systems Science
in unlocking the supply of
natural resources for the
benefits of business as
well as society. With the
evidence of water supply
through rainfall and
water demand in India, he
explained how finding the
weakest link in a regener-
ative ecosystem can show
the path towards solving
grand challenges such as
clean water scarcity.

In his interaction with
the faculty and students of
IIM Raipur, Prof. Nayak
also touched upon the is-
sues of interconnections,
interdependencies, and in-

teractions within a system
as a framework for under-
standing the sustainabili-
ty of the system.Before
the talk, the Director of
IIM Raipur, Prof. Ram
Kumar Kakani welcomed
Prof. Amar Nayak and ex-
pressed his gratitude on
behalf of the institute.
The Director also pointed
to the possibility of an in-
ternational conference on
Sustainability to be held
at IIM Raipur in the com-
ing year. The students of
IIM Raipur presented a
memento to the guest
speaker at the end of the
session.

Sellers of pre-regis-
tered (pre-owned)
vehicles will have to
take a dealership from
RTO

Public holding the mike
and CM is listening has
never happened before

CM reaches Devarbija
of Bemetara Assembly
Constituency for
Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan

>Announces opening a new
sub-tehsil office in Devarbija

>Announces opening a
District Cooperative Bank
branch in Saldha

>Announces construction of
fully equipped town hall in
Devarbija

>Announces construction of a
4 km road from village Hardi
to Lata

>Announces  upgradation of
Parpoda High School as
Higher Secondary and
Primary School Khamharia
as Pre-Middle School

>Announces opening a paddy
procurement sub-center in
Keshadbari

>Announce  opening a sub-
health center in Gram
Panchayat Ghotmarra

Announcements made by CM

p With her dancing skills

Bimla Tiwari
Raipur: Bimla Tiwari,
R/o Gram Atari near

P a t a n ,
breathed
her last
here on
Thursday.
She was
85. The

final rites will be per-
formed in Atari on Dec
30. She was W/o Late
Satyanarayan Tiwari.
She was mother of
Raju, Rita Rani
Sharam, Neeta Sharma
and Rajshri Tiwari.

OBITUARY

Paddy procurement in Ch’garh
crosses 75 lakh MT mark

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: In yet
another significant
achievement, the paddy
procurement at support
price in Chhattisgarh
crossed 75 lakh metric
tonnes (MT) mark on
Wednesday, while the
process will still contin-
ue till January 31 next
year. A target has been
set to procure 110 lakh
MT of paddy this year.

Despite the increase
in the number of regis-

tered farmers to 24.95
lakh 95 thousand, the
state government has
achieved this huge
achievement in a short
span of time. In the year
2017-18, only 56.88 lakh
MT of paddy could be
procured from 12.06
lakh farmers. Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has congratulat-
ed the farmers of the
state on this achieve-
ment.

It is worth mention-
ing Chhattisgarh is set-
ting a new record every
year for the paddy pro-
curement at support
price.

The number of regis-
tered farmers, paddy
area and productivity is
increasing significantly
as compared to the year
2017.

This is the result of
the consistent efforts

being made by the state
government to stream-
line the paddy procure-
ment process keeping in
view the convenience of
farmers.

The number of paddy
procurement centers
has increased to 2614.
Besides, speedy lifting if
paddy has been ensured
by removing the short-
comings in the process
of custom milling.

Apart from this, rapid
initiative has been
taken to open new
branches of banks in
the rural areas of the
state, so that the farm-
ers can get the benefit of
all the schemes of the
government, including
the purchase of paddy
at support price.

Nearly 2.27 lakh new
farmers have registered
this year for selling
paddy:

The total registered
area of paddy has in-
creased to 32.8 lakh
hectares.

Yesterday, till
December 28, 15 thou-
sand 582 crore 51 lakh
rupees had been issued
by Markfed to Apex
Bank for payment to
farmers in lieu of paddy
purchased.

Till yesterday, DO had
been issued for lifting 59
lakh 82 thousand 017
MT of paddy, while 48
lakh 63 thousand 515
MT of paddy had been
lifted so far. Simplifying
the process of issuing
tokens, the state has
started an online token
facility through a mo-
bile app this time. A
total of 20,51,882 tokens
have been issued till yes-
terday. Of these, 4,07,129
tokens were issued
through the app.

CM Baghel extended
his congratulations for
this huge achievement
in short span of time

Peaceful, systematic
and smooth paddy pro-
curement process in
the state



110 bags of illegal paddy seized
Central Chronicle News

KKoorriiyyaa,,  DDeecc  2299:: Under the guid-
ance of District Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh, the administra-
tive team is carefully monitor-
ing the purchase of paddy and
attempts to consume illegal
paddy has been foiled continu-
ously.  Recently, under the
guidance of the Collector,
Tehsildar Baikunthpur
Manharan Rathia caught the

arrival of illegal paddy in
the Targwan committee
and 110 sacks of about 50
quintals of paddy were
seized. On the basis of in-
formation received earlier,
spot inspection was done
by Revenue Inspector
Budar, Patwari Chhindia,
Patwari Amhar, and
Patwari Budar action of
confiscation was done.  It is
noteworthy that so far 3,
91,623.20 quintals of paddy
has been procured from
farmers in Koriya district.
On the instructions of
Collector Mr. Langeh, a
strict vigil is being kept on
the coaches and middle-
men who consume illegal

paddy in the committees and
action is also being taken to
confiscate illegal paddy.
Continuous inspection is being

done by the nodal officers ap-
pointed for investigation and
action is also being taken on
non-standard paddy.

Central Chronicle News

Balodabazar, Dec 29:
Nuvoco Vistas Corp Ltd,
India's fifth-largest cement
company and the largest
cement player in the East,
has launched the Nuvo
Mason - A Masonry Skill
Development Programme
as part of its Corporate
Social Responsibility ini-
tiative to benefit the unor-
ganised masonry sector.

The launch was kicked
off at Baloda Bazaar, in
Chhattisgarh on the out-
skirts of Nuvoco's Risda
and Sonadih Cement
Plants and will be extend-
ed to other locations
wherein Nuvoco operates.

Nuvoco has engaged
LearNet Skills as an imple-
mentation partner.
LearNet is one of the lead-
ing providers of vocation-
al training programs in

the country. With this pro-
gram, Nuvoco intends to
provide short-term skills
development opportuni-
ties for youth and unor-
ganized construction sec-
tor workers aligned with
the National Skills
Qualification Framework
(NSQF). Upon successful
completion of the pro-
gram, participants will be
certified by the National

Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC).

Nuvo Mason is a train-
ing program designed to
improve the masonry
skills of workers, empow-
er them, and open new
earning opportunities for
them. This program con-
sists of approximately
three hundred hours of
training that includes both
theoretical knowledge and

practical application.
A first batch of 30 par-

ticipants has already been
selected from the villages
surrounding the compa-
ny's Risda and Sonadih
Cement Plants. Among the
subjects covered by the
course are brick masonry,
plastering (interiors),
putty (interiors), tile ma-
sonry (floors and walls),
and PCC work.

J a y a k u m a r
Krishnaswamy, Managing
Director, Nuvoco Vistas
Corp. Ltd, commented,
"With a mission to become
a leading building materi-
als company delivering su-
perior performance, we
strive to meet customer ex-
pectations and provide so-
lutions to construct a safe,
durable, and aesthetically
appealing home while
staying abreast of current
construction trends."

NI work at Vilayatkalan
Road station

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 29: The
Anuppur-Katni rail
route is an important
and busy rail route of
the South East Central
Railway, which connects
the entire region to
North India. The con-
struction of a new line is
necessary to make the
operations more smooth
and to pave the way for
new trains.

Actively working in
this direction, the work
of third line from
Anuppur to Katni is
being done. Under this,
non-interlocking work
will be done to connect
Vilayatkalan Road rail-
way station of Anunpur-

Katni section with the
third line.

It may be noted that the
length of the Anuppur-
Katni railway line is 134
km, various stations of
which have been connect-
ed to the third line. This
work is being completed
in a phased manner.

In order to complete
this work at a faster pace,
non-interlocking work
will be done from 29 to 30
December 2022 under the
third line connectivity at
Vilayatkalan Road sta-
tion of the division.

The most important
feature of this work
being done in an innova-
tive way is that no can-
cellation, regulation,
rescheduling, short ter-
minating, diverging of
any passenger train is
being done in it . Under
this, the work of non-in-
terlocking will be done in
02 days.

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur gears up to

tackle new Covid variant

Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Dec 29: Keeping
in view the possibility of
the outbreak of fresh
Covid-19 cases, prepara-
tions have been started in
the districts for its preven-
tion and treatment as per

the instructions of the
government. The arrange-
ments of the Covid Care
Center are being checked
again. The health depart-
ment staff is checking the
life-saving equipment to
ensure they are in work-
ing order and ready for im-
mediate use.

Veer Bal Diwas celebrated in
Swami Atmanand School 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 29: Veer Bal
Diwas was celebrated in
Swami Atmanand School
here, to pay tributes to the
courage of Baba Zorawar
Singh and Baba Fateh
Singh, the younger sons of
Guru Gobind Singh, who
attained martyrdom at a
very young age.

Here it needs a mention
that, the martyrdom of the
family of Guru Gobind
Singhji, the tenth Guru of
the Sikhs, is considered an
example of valour, valor
and courage and Sikhs ob-
serve Martyrdom Week
from 20 December to 27
December as per the
Nanakshahi calendar.

The martyrdom was re-
membered by the students

of the city's Swami
Atmanand Government
Rambishal Pandey
Excellent English Medium
School under the guidance
of school lecturer
Samiksha Gaikwad, the
students narrated the
story of the martyrdom of

Guru Sahib's family by
making paintings through
the exhibition.

Principal Sanjay Ekka
(English Medium) told the
students that how Nawaz
Wazir Khan of Sirhand
imprisoned Mata Gujri
and two younger

Sahibzads Baba Zorawar
Singh and Baba Fateh
Singh under the open sky
in Thanda Burj.

Students Anushka
Gupta, Shreya Sahu,
Deeksha Sahu, Devpriya
Sahu, Yushi Dewangan,
Shreya Sahu, Ankita
Yadav, Namita Sahu,
Muskan Sahu, Lakshita
Sahu Students Ku.
Vibhash Dau, Devvrat
Sonkar, Shubham Sahu,
Rishabh Sahu, Vinay
Sahu, Mayank Sahu,
Shivam performed excel-
lently and on this occa-
sion, Vice Principal
Vikram Singh Thakur,
Complex Coordinator
Subhash Sharma, Senior
Lecturer R.K. Yadav,
M.K.Chandan, M.L. Sen
and others were present.

Devotees leave for Giroudpuri Dham 
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 29: A large
number of Satnami Samaj
members left from
Mungeli to Bilaspur and
then to Giroudpuri under
the auspices of Dr. Sarita
Bhardwaj, Giraudpuri
Dham for the darshan of
Baba Guru Ghasidas.
CM's father Nandkumar
Baghel also participated
on this occasion.

On the occasion of
Guru Parv month,
December 18, under the
leadership of Dr. Sarita
Bhardwaj, State Secretary
of Rashtriya Voter
Jagruti Manch, thousands
of women, men, elderly
people and children of
Satnami community are
being taken free of cost to
visit Giroudpuri Baba
Dham.

Dr. Bhardwaj said that

the main purpose of going
and taking Giroudpuri
Dham is that those who
are unable to travel to
Baba Dham due to finan-
cial, physical and other
reasons, this journey has
been kept free of cost and

said that whoever wants
to visit Baba Dham can
take advantage of the
yatra by getting regis-
tered.

Here it takes a mention
that Social worker Dr.
Sarita Bhardwaj has

worked hard to get the
people of Satnami society
to see Baba Dham at free
of cost and till date thou-
sands of people of
Satnami Samaj have par-
ticipated and left for Baba
Dham pilgrimage.
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p In order to connect
station with the
third line 
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‘Anti-extremist operations continued to be successful’
Hyderabad, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The Telangana police
has been successful in en-
suring that Maoists do not
gain a foothold in the State
by foiling their repeated
attempts to enter it during
2022, a top official said on
Thursday.

Anti-extremist opera-
tions continued to achieve
notable success within
and outside the State and
tremendous results were
achieved this year,
Telangana Director
General of Police (DGP) M
Mahender Reddy told re-
porters here.

Timely dissemination of
information led to three
exchanges of fire (EoF) in
which three important
cadres were neutralised,
he said.

As many as 120 extrem-
ists, including those be-
longing to CPI (Maoist),
CPI (ML) Jana Shakti,
among others, were ar-
rested while 32 extremists
holding different posi-

tions and other cadres of
the CPI (Maoist) surren-
dered, he said.

Assault teams were de-
ployed in the extremist-af-
flicted districts of
Telangana and border
areas of Chhattisgarh and
Maharashtra and 83 field
operations (76 in
Telangana and 7 inter-
State operations) were
conducted, Reddy said.

Greyhounds (the elite
anti-naxal force of
Telangana police) contin-

ued to achieve notable
success in the anti-ex-
tremist operations, he
said adding the
Greyhounds’ units traced
and destroyed several
booby traps and recovered
various types of arms and
ammunition, land mines
and bombs, among others,
in various operations.

“The Telangana govern-
ment’s endeavour has
been to make the State
Maoist-free. Accordingly,
we thwarted Maoists’ re-
peated attempts to infil-
trate into the State,” said
the police chief.

He appreciated the ef-
forts of Superintendents
of Police (SPs) and
Commissioners of Police
(CPs) and police staff of
inter-State border dis-
tricts.

“We have also involved
citizens in our efforts to
ensure the Maoists were
not provided shelter. We
have taken the people
along in our efforts and
gained their trust,” Reddy

said.
He said in communally-

sensitive places like
Hyderabad, Nirmal,
Bhainsa, Karimnagar,
Nizamabad, Nalgonda,
Medak, Sangareddy, offi-
cials worked day and
night and with the in-
volvement of people en-
sured not a single commu-
nal incident was reported.

The DGP further said
Telangana saw an in-
crease in overall crime by
4.44 per cent in the cur-
rent year when compared
to 2021 with a total of
1,42,917 cases registered
during 2022 as against
1,36,841 cases in 2021. The
rise in cases was attrib-
uted to a 57 per cent in-
crease in cyber crime.

A total of 13,895 cyber
crime cases was regis-
tered this year as against
8,839 cases in 2021.

The overall convictions
rate increased to 56 per
cent this year as against
50 per cent the previous
year.

15 electric auto-rickshaws
gutted in fire 

Ahmedabad, Dec 29 (PTI): 

As many as 15 electric
auto-rickshaws, part of a
fleet used to ferry tourists
around the Statue of Unity
in Gujarat’s Narmada dis-
trict, were gutted in a fire
early Thursday morning,
officials said.

The Statue of Unity
Area Development and
Tourism Governance
Authority (SOUADTGA),
however, denied reports
that the rickshaws caught
fire during battery charg-
ing.

A private firm manages
a fleet of more than 90
electric auto-rickshaws

for tourists who visit the
Statue of Unity and em-
ploys local tribal women
as drivers, an official said.

“During early hours of
Thursday, 15 auto-rick-
shaws parked at a charg-
ing station near Kevadia
village caught fire due to
unknown reasons. The
autos were parked 35 feet
away from the charging
station which proves that
rickshaws did not catch
fire during battery charg-
ing,” said a statement is-
sued by SOUADTGA.

Personnel of the local
fire brigade rushed to the
spot and doused the fire
before it could spread to
other electric three-
wheelers parked nearby,
it said.

NGT forms panel for
remedial action 

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI):

The National Green
Tribunal has formed a com-
mittee to assess the ground
situation and take remedial
action regarding the pollu-
tion of a rivulet in Uttar
Pradesh connected to the
Rapti River. The Rapti river
is a part of the Ganga river
basin. The tribunal was
hearing petitions which
claimed two sugar mills in
Balrampur district of the
state were discharging un-
treated industrial effluents
into a stormwater drain
which was then released
into the Suwaon Nala, a
rain-fed rivulet, connected

to the Rapti River.
“We direct a joint

Committee of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), state pollution con-
trol board (PCB) and
District Magistrate,
Balrampur, with the state
PCB acting as the nodal
agency, to ascertain the fac-
tual position and take reme-
dial action in accordance
with the law,” a bench head-
ed by Chairperson Justice
AK Goel said in an order
passed on December 23.

The bench, also compris-
ing Judicial Members
Justice Sudhir Agarwal and
Justice Arun Kumar Tyagi
and Expert Member A
Senthil Vel, directed the fil-
ing of an action taken re-
port within two months.

‘EC plan on remote voting excellent initiative’
New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Former chief election
commissioner S Y
Quraishi on Thursday de-
scribed as an “excellent
initiative” the decision of
the Election Commission
to invite political parties
for a demonstration of a
prototype of remote elec-
tronic voting machine for
domestic migrant voters.

He also welcomed the
move of the poll panel to
carry out a pilot, saying it
will help smoothen diffi-
culties faced by the sys-
tem.

In a major move to in-
crease voter participation,
the Election Commission
on Thursday said it has de-

veloped a prototype of a
remote electronic voting
machine (RVM) for domes-
tic migrant voters and has
invited political parties for

a demonstration on
January 16.

If implemented after
stakeholder consultations,
migrant voters do not need
to travel to their home dis-
trict to exercise their fran-
chise.

“I have seen the EC
press release. I think it is
an excellent initiative be-
cause migrant voters’
issue has been hanging
fire for a long time and we
have not been able to find a
solution,” Quraishi told
PTI.

“If EC has found an
electronic solution, that
is very good and it is very
important that they are
doing it democratically.
They have called all polit-

ical parties for a demo
which is a good thing,”
he said.

He said it was a good
step to invite comments
from all recognised na-
tional and state parties.

“And they have assured
that it will be done in
consultation with all
stakeholders. They will
do a pilot. It is also an ex-
cellent idea. He said pilot
will show all the prob-
lems which the system
will come across. All
good reforms in EC have
come through pilot test-
ing only. I think on the
whole, it is a very good
step and hopefully there
will be a consensus,” he
said.

TMC-BJP slugfest over cancellation
of Arijit Singh’s concert

Kolkata, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Leaders of West Bengal’s
ruling Trinamool Congress
and Opposition BJP ex-
changed barbs on Thursday
over the cancellation of a
scheduled concert of singer
Arijit Singh in New Town
area near Kolkata.

The BJP alleged that the
February 18 concert was can-
celled as Singh had recently
sung ‘rang de tu mohe
gerua’, which has the word
‘saffron’, in the presence of
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee at the inauguration
of the 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival.
The TMC rubbished the
charge and claimed that the
show was cancelled because
of a G20 meeting, while as-
serting that the BJP is “not
the custodian of saffron
colour”.

It said the show will be
held on the same date and a
hunt for an alternate loca-
tion is on. Leader of
Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari tweeted, “Music
has no boundaries when it
comes to Pakistani Ghulam

Ali but the case is different
for Hindustani Arijit Singh.”
Banerjee had in 2016 invited
Ghulam Ali for a concert in
the eastern metropolis after
his show was cancelled in
Mumbai due to threats from
Shiv Sena.

BJP national vice-presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh also told re-
porters that Singh was vic-
timised by state agency
Housing and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(HIDCO), the custodian of
Eco Park, the scheduled
venue in New Town, for
singing the song in front of
Banerjee at KIFF.

HIDCO chairman and
state minister Firhad Hakim
rubbished the BJP’s allega-
tion and asserted that the
party is “not the custodian of
saffron colour”.

“Arijit Singh’s concert had
to be cancelled as there will
be a large number of nation-
al and international guests
at a G20 meeting at Biswa
Bangla Convention Centre
near Eco Park around the
same time. Police cited secu-
rity issues and we went by
their recommendation,”

Hakim said.
Salman Khan’s show

scheduled at Eco Park in
January end was also can-
celled but there was no hulla-
baloo over it, he said.

TMC state spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said that sever-
al alternate locations includ-
ing Acquatica theme park
are being scoured for Singh’s
concert.

“Arijit had sung at the
KIFF inauguration on
December 15 and money de-
posited for his Eco Park con-
cert was returned on
December 8. An amount of
Rs 3 lakh deposited for a pro-
gramme of Salman Khan
was also returned. Then how
did the question of saffron
come?” he said in a Facebook
post in Bangla. He deplored
the way “Bengal’s pride”
Arijit was subjected to poli-
tics and said his programme
will be held elsewhere.
“Similarly, Salman Khan’s
programme will be held at
Milan Mela Fair Ground.
Why is no controversy being
raked up over the cancella-
tion of his Eco Park pro-
gramme?” he added.

Rs 300 cr Angul-Balram
rail-link inaugurated

Angul, Dec 29: 

Coal evacuation from
Talcher coalfields got a
major boost with inaugu-
ration of a 14-km-long
Angul-Balram rail link,
which would enable
Mahanadi Coalfields
Limited (MCL) to increase
daily despatch of coal to
the consumers by about 40
thousand tonne.

Constructed by MCRL
(Mahanadi Coal Railway
Limited), a Joint Venture
Company (JV) of MCL,
IRCON International Ltd
and IDCO, the rail link
was inaugurated by Shri
Pralhad Joshi, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Coal,
Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs along with
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union Minister of
Education and Skill
Development &
Entrepreneurship and

Ashwani Vaishnav, Union
Minister of Railways,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Electronics & Information
Technology.

Amrit Lal Meena,
Secretary to Government
of India, Ministry of Coal;
Pramod Agrawal,
Chairman, Coal India
Limited; OP Singh,
Chairman-cum-Managing
Director, MCL &
Chairman of MCRL,
Keshav Rao, Director
(Personnel), MCL, Jugal
Kumar Borah, Director
(Technical), MCL and Ajit
Kumar Behura, Director

(Finance) were prominent
among senior officers
from East-Cost Railways,
Coal India/MCL present at
the inaugural ceremony.

The Angul-Balram rail
link is the first phase of a
total 68-km-long Inner
Corridor — Angul-
B a l r a m -
P u t u g a d i a J a r a p a d a -
Tentuloi — which will
cater to the coal mines of
Talcher coalfields in
Angul district of Odisha.

In the MCRL, MCL, as a
representative of the
Ministry of Coal, has 64%
equity shares, while

IRCON, representing the
Ministry of Railways, has
26% and IDCO, represent-
ing the Govt of Odisha,
has 10% equity shares.
This JV was formed in
2015 to undertake Project
development, financing
and implementation of
common rail corridor for
the identified coal projects
in the state of Odisha.

The Inner Corridor is
being implemented by
MCRL in two phases. In
the Phase-I, 14-km-long
Angul-Balram Rail Link
was to be constructed,
while in the Phase-II 54-
km-long Balram-
Putug adia -Jarapada-
Tentuloi rail-link would be
completed. IRCON
International Ltd is the
implementing agency of
this project, being devel-
oped at an estimated cost
of Rs 1,700 crore.

Commissioning of the
first phase, Angul-Balram
rail-link, has enhanced the
potential of MCL to
despatch coal by 10 more
rakes daily.

PASSING OUT PARADE

Assistant Commandants of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) take part in the passing out
parade at SSB academy in Chandukhedi, near Bhopal, Thursday. 

CARE FOR STRAY DOGS

A volunteer from a Noida-based NGO puts a coat on a stray dog amid bone-chilling winter. 

BRIEF

Efforts
ii Nagpur: The

Maharashtra govern-
ment is working to
speed up slum rehabil-
itation projects by de-
ploying the Auto-DCR
method and also au-
diting processes to re-
move irregularities,
Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said on
Thursday. Speaking in
the state Legislative
Council, he also said
scrutiny was being
done, including verifi-
cation of Aadhaar
cards, to weed out
names of those dead
as well as those ineli-
gible in slum rehabili-
tation projects.

Halt
ii Mumbai: Railway au-

thorities halted a
Mumbai-bound
Janshatabdi Express
at Manmad station for
about two hours on
Thursday after the
axle of a coach over-
heated and turned
red. According to
Central Railway offi-
cials, the train was de-
tained over the “hot
axle” between 11.05
am and 1.05 pm for the
replacement of the
coach.

Cardiac arrest
ii Kolkata: West Bengal

minister Subrata
Saha on Thursday
died of cardiac arrest
in Murshidabad dis-
trict, his family said.
He was 69, and is sur-
vived by his wife, son
and daughter-in-law.

Trial run 
ii Bapatla: Indian Air

Force officials on
Thursday successfully
conducted a trial run
of the 4.1 km emer-
gency landing facility
constructed near
Picchikalagudipadu
village of
Korishapadu mandal
on the National
Highway-16. An IAF
official said a trans-
port plane AN-32, two
Sukhoi fighter planes
and two Tejas-light
combat fighters par-
ticipated in the trial.

Progress 
ii Nagpur:

Maharashtra’s com-
plete progress cannot
be possible without
development of
Vidarbha, Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde said in the
Assembly on
Thursday. He said his
government was
fully committed to
bring about progress
in underdeveloped
regions of the state
like Vidarbha and
Marathwada.

Injured 
ii Mau: A student of a

government poly-
technic college was
found unconscious at
his rented accommo-
dation here with bul-
let injuries on
Thursday, police
said. Sahil (22), a resi-
dent of Ghazipur dis-
trict, is a third-year
student of the
Government
Polytechnic College
here, they said.

A Sikh devotee takes
bath in the holy Sarovar
during birth anniversary
celebrations of the tenth
Guru of the Sikhs Guru
Gobind Singh Ji at the
Golden Temple, in
Amritsar, Thursday.

Will enable 40K
tonne more daily
coal despatch

S Y Quraishi

p On UP rivulet pollutionp Near Statue of Unity

Dibachandra Hrangkhawal
joins Congress

Agartala, Dec 29 (PTI): 

A day after resigning as
BJP MLA, Dibachandra
Hrangkhawal on
Thursday joined the
Congress on Thursday at a
rally here with his sup-
porters.

Assembly elections in
Tripura are due early next
year.

Hrangkhawal, a tribal
MLA of Karamcherra in
Dhalai district on
Wednesday had cited per-
sonal reasons for his resig-
nation.

In the rally Congress
general secretary Ajay
Kumar called upon the
people of Tripura to come
forward to unseat the
Manik Saha government
in the Assembly election.

“Tripura is one of the
worst sufferers of the BJP-
led government where at-

tempts are being made to
divert people’s attention
from real issues - unem-
ployment, price rise and
communal hatred”, he
said at the rally.

Kumar alleged that from
dawn to dusk the topic of
debate is confined to only
spreading communal ha-
tred and this has been
meticulously done so that
the people could not raise
issues like jobs, price rise,
communal harmony.

Kumar said there will be
a massive campaign for
the next two-months to
show the door to Manik
Saha (Chief Minister) and
Congress leader and party
MLA Sudip Roy Barman
will lead it from the front
to save the northeastern
state.

“If Rahul Gandhi can
walk 500 km why the party
soldiers could not? The

party leaders and workers
must join the campaign to
oust the BJP govern-
ment”, he said.

Sudip Roy Barman had
resigned as a BJP MLA
earlier this year and
joined the Congress in
February. He won in a by-
election later.

Roy Barman said the
people had given a chance
to the BJP to bring pros-
perity to the northeastern
state but they have turned
it into a “den of addiction
to drugs, ganja and
liquor”. “The state is reel-
ing under crises like un-
employment, drug abuse,
corruption and nepotism.
The youths are not getting
jobs. The issue of 10,323
teachers who are on
hunger strike for an indef-
inite period, has not been
settled in the five years”,
he said.

M Mahender Reddy



FIRE ON HIGHWAY

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire on a highway in Gwacheon, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 29. A freight truck 
collided with a bus on a highway near Seoul on Thursday, causing a fire that killed multiple people and injuring
dozens of others, officials said.
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Beijing, Dec 29 (AP):

Moves by the US, Japan
and others to mandate
COVID-19 tests for pas-
sengers arriving from
China reflect global con-
cern that new variants
could emerge in its ongo-
ing explosive outbreak
and the government may
not inform the rest of the
world quickly enough.

There have been no re-
ports of new variants to
date. But given the coun-
try’s track record, the
worry is that China may
not be sharing data on

any signs of evolving
strains that could spark
fresh outbreaks else-
where.

The US, in announcing
a negative test require-
ment on Wednesday for
passengers from China,

cited both the surge in in-
fections and what it said
was a lack of informa-
tion, including the ge-
nomic sequencing of the
virus strains in the 
country.

Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
expressed a similar con-
cern about a lack of infor-
mation when he an-
nounced a testing re-
quirement for passengers
from China earlier this
week.

More broadly, Director-
General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus

said recently that the
WHO needs more infor-
mation on the severity of
the outbreak in China,
particularly regarding
hospital and ICU admis-
sions, “in order to make a
comprehensive risk as-
sessment of the situation
on the ground.”

That dubiousness,
tinged with anger, on the
part of the international
community is a direct
outcome of the ruling
Communist Party’s sud-
den and poorly prepared
exiting of its hardline
policies, said Miles Yu, di-

Lack of info on China’s COVID outbreak stirs global concerns

Washington, Dec 29 (AP):

The US State
Department has approved
the sale of an anti-tank
mine-laying system to
Taiwan amid the rising
military threat from
China.

The department on
Wednesday said the
Volcano system and all re-
lated equipment would
cost an estimated USD 180
million.

It’s capable of scattering
anti-tank and anti-person-
nel mines from either a
ground vehicle or helicop-
ter, the type of weapon
some experts believe
Taiwan needs more of to
dissuade or repel a poten-
tial Chinese invasion.

To advertise that threat,
China’s military sent 71
planes and seven ships to-
ward Taiwan in a 24-hour
display of force directed at
the self-ruled island it

claims is its own territory,
Taiwan’s Defence
Ministry said on Monday.

China’s military harass-
ment of Taiwan has inten-
sified in recent years,
along with rhetoric from
top leaders that the island
has no choice but to accept
eventual Chinese rule.

That has seen the ruling
Communist Party’s in-
creasingly powerful mili-
tary wing, the People’s
Liberation Army, send
planes or ships toward the
island on a near-daily
basis.

Between 6 am on
Sunday and 6 am on
Monday, 47 of the Chinese
planes crossed the median
of the Taiwan Strait, an
unofficial boundary once
tacitly accepted by both
sides, according to the
Defence Ministry.

That came after China
expressed anger at
Taiwan-related provi-

sions in a US annual de-
fence spending bill in
what has come to be a
standard Chinese prac-
tice.

China conducted large-
scale live-fire military ex-
ercises in August in re-
sponse to US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
visit to Taiwan.

Beijing views visits
from foreign governments
to the island as de facto
recognition of Taiwan as
independent and a chal-
lenge to China’s claim of
sovereignty.

While Washington has
only unofficial ties with
Taiwan in deference to
Beijing, those include ro-
bust defense exchanges
and military sales.

In its announcement,
the State Department said
the Volcano sale “serves
US national, economic,
and security interests by
supporting the recipient’s

continuing efforts to mod-
ernise its armed forces
and to maintain a credible
defensive capability”.

It said Taiwan would
have “no difficulty ab-
sorbing this equipment
into its armed forces”,
and that the sale would
“not alter the basic mili-
tary balance in the re-
gion”. Analysts differ
over what Taiwan’s de-
fense priorities should be,
with some calling for big-
ticket items such as ad-
vanced fighter jets.

Others argue for a more
flexible force, heavily
armed with land-based
missile systems to target
enemy ships, planes and
landing craft.

China’s overwhelming
numerical advantage in
personnel and equipment
give Taiwan little choice
but to opt for that more
“asymmetric” approach,
they say.

US to sell Taiwan anti-tank system
amid rising China threat

Phnom Penh, Dec 29 (AP):

A fire burning through
a Cambodian hotel casino
has killed at least 10 people
and injured 30 others, po-
lice said on Thursday, and

neighbouring Thailand
sent firetrucks to help
fight the blaze in a
bustling border region.

Videos posted on social
media showed people ap-
parently jumping from

windows after they were
trapped by the fire at the
Grand Diamond City
Casino and Hotel in the
border town of Poipet.
Thailand’s public broad-
caster reported dozens of
Thais were trapped in-
side. The blaze that start-
ed around midnight on
Wednesday was still burn-
ing Thursday morning.

At least 10 people had
been killed and another 30
injured, some critically,
said Maj. Gen. Sithi Loh,
police chief in Banteay
Meanchey province.

He said 360 emergency
personnel and 11
firetrucks were sent to the
scene and rescue teams
were looking for victims.

Sithi Loh said the cause
of the blaze was not yet
known. The casino em-
ployed about 400 workers.

Thai PBS reported that
50 Thais, both staff and
customers, were trapped
inside the casino complex.

It reported that
Cambodian authorities
requested help to deal
with the fire from
Thailand, which sent
five firetrucks and 10
rescue vans.

Fire at hotel casino on Cambodia 
border kills at least 10

In this photo provided by Cambodia’s Fresh News, a build-
ing burns near a Cambodia-Thai international border gate
in Poipet, west of Phnom Penh, Cambodia. A fire burning
through the Grand Diamond City Casino and Hotel has
killed multiple people and injured dozens of others, police
said Thursday, and neighboring Thailand sent firetrucks to
help fight the blaze in a bustling border region. 

I t's been an eventful year for
space exploration, with suc-

cesses including the completion of
Nasa's Artemis 1 mission (finally),
the inauguration of the James
Webb Space Telescope, and the
completion of China's Tiangong
space station. 2023 is set to be an-
other busy year. Here are five of
the most exciting missions to
watch out for.

JJuuppiitteerr  IIccyy  MMoooonnss  EExxpplloorreerr
In April, the European Space

Agency (Esa) is set to launch the
Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (Juice),
in what will be Europe's first dedi-
cated robotic mission to Jupiter.
Juice is due to reach the planet in
July 2031 after performing an in-
credible flight path through the
Solar System. The mission will
enter into orbit around Jupiter and
perform numerous flybys of its
large icy moons: Europa,
Ganymede and Callisto. After four
years of moon flybys, Juice will
then enter into orbit around
Ganymede, the largest moon in the
Solar System becoming the first
spacecraft ever to reach orbit
around the moon of another planet. 

The icy moons of Jupiter are in-
teresting as they are all believed to
host oceans of liquid water be-
neath their frozen surfaces. Europa,
in particular, is regarded as one of
the most likely abodes in the Solar
System for extra-terrestrial life.

Juice will be equipped with ten sci-
entific instruments including ice-
penetrating radar to study the in-
ternal oceans. This use of radar is a
practical first step in mapping the
sub-surface oceans, paving the
way for more exotic future mis-
sions involving submersible vehi-
cles some of which have already
been put forward. The launch win-
dow runs from April 5 to April 25.

SSppaacceeXX  SSttaarrsshhiipp
Although no date has been an-

nounced by aerospace company
SpaceX at the time of writing, the
first orbital test flight of the super-
heavy Starship spacecraft is highly
anticipated to occur in early
2023.Starship will be the largest
spacecraft capable of carrying hu-
mans from Earth to destinations in
space (the International Space
Station is larger, but it was assem-
bled in space).

It will be the most powerful
launch vehicle ever to fly, capable
of lifting 100 tonnes of cargo to low
Earth orbit. Starship is the collec-
tive name for a two-component
system consisting of the Starship
spacecraft (which carries the crew
and cargo) and the Super Heavy
rocket. The rocket component will
lift Starship to some 65km altitude
before separating and returning to
Earth in a controlled landing.

The upper Starship component
will then use its own engines to
push itself the rest of the way to
orbit. Several short test flights of
the Starship portion of the system
have been made with varying de-
grees of success. But the upcoming
flight will be the first time the
whole system will be used to reach
space as one.This first orbital flight
was originally scheduled to launch
in September 2022, but has been
delayed several times.

DDeeaarrMMoooonn
The long-awaited dearMoon

project, which will take members

of the public on a six-day trip
around the Moon and back, is due
for launch on Starship and was
originally planned for 2023.The
exact date will depend on the suc-
cessful test of Starship, but has
been on the books since 2018. It
will be the first true deep space
tourism launch. Financed by busi-
ness entrepreneur Yusaku
Maezawa, a competition was set
up to select eight members of the
public (and an unknown number of
crew) to join Maezawa on the trip
all completely paid for.

The winners and criteria used
have not been disclosed, although
it is suspected the guests may be
established or aspiring artists. This
mission will mark a big change in
the way we think about space, as
previously only astronauts picked
using incredibly stringent criteria
have been able to go into deep
space (note: we are not counting
brief 10-minute jaunts up to 100
km).A full trip of several days poses
extreme risks, both in terms of
health and engineering.The success
or failure of the dearMoon mission
could affect whether deep space
tourism becomes the next big
thing, or it is relegated back to
being a pipe-dream.
AAsstteerrooiidd  eexxpplloorreerr  rreettuurrnnss  ttoo  EEaarrtthh

The Origins Spectral
Interpretation Resource
Identification Security Regolith
Explorer, mercifully more com-
monly known as OSIRIS-REx, is a
Nasa mission to near-Earth aster-
oid Bennu. A key goal of this ro-
botic mission was to acquire sam-
ples of Bennu and return them to
Earth for analysis. OSIRIS-REx is
now fast returning to Earth with
up to a kilogram of precious aster-
oid samples stored aboard. If all
goes well, the capsule will detach
from the spacecraft, enter the
Earth's atmosphere and parachute
to a soft landing in the deserts of

Utah on September 24.
Asteroid sample return has only

been achieved once before, by the
Japanese Space Agency's
Hayabusa 2 mission in 2020. Bennu
is an approximately diamond-
shaped world just half a kilometre
in size, but has many interesting
characteristics. It is believed to
have broken off from a much larger
asteroid in the first 10 million years
of the Solar System. Some of the
minerals detected within it have
been altered by water, implying
that Bennu's ancient parent body
possessed liquid water. It also has
an abundance of precious metals,
including gold and platinum.
Finally, Bennu is classed as a poten-
tially hazardous object with a
(very) small possibility of Earth im-
pact in the next century.

IInnddiiaa''ss  pprriivvaattee  ssppaaccee  llaauunncchh
While SpaceX is the most promi-

nent private space launch compa-
ny, there are many others develop-
ing their own series of launchers
around the world. Skyroot
Aerospace, which successfully
launched its Vikram-S rocket in
November 2022, is soon to become
the first private Indian company to
launch a satellite. The rocket itself
reached 90km in altitude, a dis-
tance that would need to be im-
proved upon to get a constellation
of satellites into orbit. Skyroot's
first satellite launch is planned for
2023, with a goal of undercutting
the cost of private space launch ri-
vals by producing its 3D-printed
rockets in a matter of days. If suc-
cessful, this could also provide a
route for cheaper launches of sci-
entific missions, enabling a faster
rate of research. Clearly, interest in
the space sector remains high.
With many bold advances and
launches due in 2023, we are enter-
ing a new phase akin to the
"Golden era" of space launches in
the 1960s and '70s. 
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Digital media, greeting
cards and so on 

The present age is the age
of machines. In today's
world, people are moving
forward with electronic de-
vices and electronic media.
As a result, some of the tra-
ditions, some of the games,
some of the relationships in
our society have disap-
peared. At this point, how
many games that we played
when we were young are
being played now? These
days, kids are just busy
with mobile games and so-
cial media. That is really
worrying. These days, two
messages and two com-
ments on social media can
build relationships. But for
the most part, those rela-
tionships aren't long-term.
After all, digital relation-
ships rarely develop spiritu-
al relationships. Also Read -
Bangladesh's role in the se-
curity of Northeastern
states of India When I was
in school, my cousin's
daughter who lived across
the Luit sent me a letter in
the mail on the auspicious
occasion of the English
New Year, sending me New
Year's greetings with my
name. The letter is called a
'greeting card'. I seemed to
be waiting every year to re-
ceive that letter, because the
joy and excitement of re-
ceiving that letter was dif-
ferent. But slowly it ap-
peared that the letter was
not sent. The use of mobile
phones gradually increased
dramatically among people;
Various digital connections
like Facebook and
WhatsApp came. People
were busy there. Finally, I
found out that the greeting
card has disappeared all
around, its use has de-
creased. Now, people send
updates on social media and
messages to their loved
ones in the message box as
soon as it is 12 pm on
December 31: 'Happy New
Year'. The days of writing
letters are memories. In
fact, the influence of digital
media has allowed many
people to learn a lot, but the
digital world has brought
some of the traditions and
small pleasures among us to
extinction, which cannot be
denied.

Sanjib Sagar Das,
Bhawanipur, Bajali.

OPS only after review
Employees and pension-

ers of states which have an-
nounced the revival of the
OPS are elated. The reason
is obvious that they will get
huge monetary benefits.
The move is laudable, but if
we go by the words of
Sanjeev Sanyal that unfund-
ed OPS is a tax on future
generations, the state gov-
ernments must do study the
outcomes of this exercise.
Announcing something as a
poll sop is easy, but imple-
menting it is a Herculean
task. Also, from where will
these states get funds for the
revival of the scheme?
Bir Devinder Singh Bedi,

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Athletes display their ‘mallakhamb’ skills during Uttarakhand’s State-level Khel Mahakumbh, in Dehradun, Thursday, Dec. 29.

‘MALLAKHAMB’

A nother ‘chance encounter’ and another bunch of hardcore terror-
ists eliminated but the question remains from where they came

and for how many times we will be lucky to prevent any major incident
in and around Jammu and Jammu Division as a whole. In this month
only there was a grenade attack on this very Sidhra Bridge and the per-
petrators are still at large. Sticky bomb blasts in buses at Katra and
Udhampur, grenade attack at Rajouri, Bhatta Durrian encounter, live
bomb in a drain outside Jammu Railway Station and similar IED near
Phallian Mandal police post under Satwari Police Station, encounter be-
fore Jammu visit of PM, are enough indicators that Jammu Division is on
target of enemy. The things get further complicated as time and again
drones are being used to drop weapons, narcotics and even an attempt
being made in the past to blow up Air Force Station of Jammu. Another
serious aspect is use of RPG in attacking police station in neighbouring
state of Punjab and another set of RPG subsequently recovered two
days back only. All these incidents when seen on a broader canvass
leads to only one conclusion, from across the border Pakistan is desper-
ately trying to revive terrorism at any cost in both Punjab and Jammu
and Kashmir. All these incidents are not ordinary incidents but a well
hatched conspiracy to cause wide spread trouble across our UT. A look
at the arms and ammunition recovered from encounter site- 7 AK-47s,
M4 rifle, 3 pistols, ammunition make the whole matter much more seri-
ous with dangerous consequences, what are terrorists up to? Cross bor-
der arms, ammunition and narcotics smuggling has taken new dimen-
sion and almost daily seizures of narcotics in and around Jammu clearly
indicate that Pakistan has established underground network of sympa-
thisers in whole Jammu Division. Nonstop series of terrorists attacks all
along the National Highway have been going on for years together, be it
Gurdaspur police station or Pathankot Airbase or Samba officers’ mess
or Ratnuchak or Kaluchak or Sunjwan or Nagrota or Baan Toll Plaza ter-
rorists’ attack, the list is endless with only one major conclusion, this
National Highway is the main carrier route of terrorists. Time and again
Jammu and Kashmir Police have intercepted vehicles carrying terrorists
which have led to encounters, but all these are by chance only. We are
lucky enough every time that there have been no major causalities on
our side but for how long. Some serious intelligence, preempting
enemy designs, subsequent meticulous planning and precision elimina-
tion of the terrorists in there hideouts itself is the need of the hour. With
renewed strategies enemy is trying consistently to revoke terrorism
and indulge in some major terrorist attack, as such we should have a
counter strategy in place to checkmate the cross border enemy. As
pointed out this highway is main transit route for all antinational activi-
ties of arms, ammunition, narcotics, bovine and terrorists smuggling.
Experts have time and again recommended installation of full truck
body scanners at Lakhanpur and other places for automatic checking of
all inbound vehicles instead of random manual frisking, decades have
passed but no consideration to this important aspect being given and
nobody wants to answer this question, why? It is a serious unaddressed
security lapse as such Home Ministry should immediately intervene and
resolve this long pending much needed full body truck scanners issue.
Jammu and Kashmir have special security requirements which cannot
be ignored or buried under the carpet for so long. Another aspect is
strengthening of intelligence network all along the International
Border. Time and again anti national elements are able to ferment trou-
ble by indulging in acts of blasts and encounters, clearly indicating their
OGW and UGW networks are intact. Immediate house to house police
verification is needed to get the moles out. No doubt the police is over
burdened with plethora of duties but this most important aspect of
policing cannot be ignored for long now. There are enough indications
that sleeper cells and their sympathisers are very much present and it’s
high time to apprehend them before they are successful in causing
some major damage. Permanent check points all along the highway
with proper body gears and modern ammunition are a must now.
Enemy is frustrated for obvious reasons, no more able to cause any
major incident in the Kashmir valley as there are no hartal calendars, no
stone pelting and almost negligible terrorist incidents, factually terror-
ism has been squeezed to couple of pockets in two or three districts
only and Jammu and Kashmir Police is confident of wiping out the re-
maining lot of terrorists but we cannot be complacent. Enemy has been
outwitted but not dead yet and it will try its best to revive terrorism at
any cost. Thousand razor cuts bleeding theory of General Zia is very
much alive, pursued and being implemented with new strategies as
such we have to be extra vigilant to defeat the nefarious designs of the
enemy. There are no shortcuts to counter terrorism but consistent block
by block steps are must to wipe it out. Efforts of security forces despite
constrains are much appreciated and timely joint operation of Army
and JKP has saved the day once again for us but we have to pull up our
socks, no time to dabble around, embellishing our success is not the
need of the hour but taking all these recent incidents as reasons enough
to be extra vigilant. Public also has an important role to play, just be
cautious, report and support police if any unwanted activity is ob-
served. Our Jammu and Kashmir Police is professional and experience
enough to tackle any situation and will definitely go extra mile to count-
er these threats, every plan will be thwarted, terrorism has no place to
survive in Jammu and Kashmir.

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t's remarkable to learn that India had effectively lifted 41.5 crore
people out of poverty between 2005–2006 and 2019–20, accord-

ing to the 4th Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2022 report
released recently. India is undoubtedly among the nations that has
drastically decreased poverty quicker than the global average. The re-
port was collaboratively produced by the Oxford Poverty and Human
Development Initiative and the Human Development Report Office of
the UNDP (OPHI).The index is an essential tool for gauging extreme,
complex poverty across more than 100 developing countries.The MPI
was first established to evaluate the advancement of Sustainable
Development Goal 1, which aims to eradicate poverty by 2030. It con-
siders ten factors, including health, living standards, education, and
others, to decide whether a family or the people living in it lacks ac-
cess to necessities.For the first time, the report dedicated a special
section focusing on the 15-year trend of poverty in India. The number
of people living in poverty has reduced by 415 million over the past 15
years, resulting in a drop in the prevalence of poverty from 55.1% to
16.4%. Despite enormous progress, the country continues to have the
highest percentage of people living in multidimensional poverty glob-
ally (364 million people). According to financial analysts, in order to
pull more people out of poverty, the government should invest more in
the productive sector and foster the growth of Small and Medium
Sized Enterprises (SMEs).This will cause the economy to expand and
employ more people, lifting them out of poverty.The agriculture sector
deserves more investment since its value chain may help the millions
of people living in poverty.Additionally, in order to raise people's stan-
dards of life, it is important to identify places that are impoverished
and to build infrastructure in those areas.

Poverty Alleviation in India

Another Jammu 
terrorists’ encounter

Five space exploration missions 
to look out for in 2023

Michelle Langley

E
ach December, Christmas,
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa,

among others, take over our thoughts
and our wallets as we participate in
ceremonies our ancestors have prac-
tised for as long as we can remember.
These are all example of traditions.
And in most cases, traditions are ac-
companied by rituals.

WWhhaatt''ss  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee??
In scientific terms, a "tradition"

refers to the passing down of cus-
toms and beliefs from one generation
to the next. A "ritual", on the other
hand, is a series of actions performed
according to a prescribed order, and
which is often embedded in a larger
symbolic system, such as religion or
philosophy. For example, while cele-
brating birthdays is a tradition, blow-
ing out the candles on a cake is a ritu-
al. Similarly, while getting married is
a tradition, exchanging vows is a ritu-
al. New rituals can be created at any
time. To become tradition they only
need to be understood and replicated
by a wider community.

And it's not just in grand gestures
that humans practise rituals; some
are so embedded into our everyday
lives we no longer recognise them.
The very particular way someone
makes their tea or coffee in the morn-
ing is a ritual they enact daily.
Basically, rituals are everywhere. That
raises the question: why do we have
them at all? Archaeological evidence
for the earliest rituals Ritual behav-
iour has very deep origins in humani-
ty. However, tracking these origins
and their development is difficult as
rituals often leave little or no physical
traces behind for archaeologists to
find. Thus far, the best evidence for
ancient rituals is the deliberate burial
of loved ones. The oldest example is
found at Mt Carmel in Israel, where
some 130,000 years ago a
Neanderthal woman was laid to rest
by her community.

Archaeologists also suggest the
extensive use of coloured pigments
(particularly bright red) to paint bod-
ies, objects and rock walls points to
the practice of "symbolic" behaviour,
including ritual. The oldest reliable

evidence for colourant use dates to
between 500,000 and 310,000 years
ago comes from several archaeologi-
cal sites in southern Africa. Another
type of evidence that is often intrinsi-
cally tied to rituals and traditions is
musical instruments. Bone flutes dat-
ing back to about 42,000 years ago
have been found in Western Europe.
How long people have used the very
first instruments the human voice,
clapping hands and stomping feet re-
mains unknown.

WWhhyy  ddoo  wwee  hhaavvee  rriittuuaallss??
Rituals play a very important role

in human communities for a number
of reasons. First, rituals help reduce
individual and collective anxieties,
especially when we ourselves, our
family, or our whole community is
facing uncertain times or crisis.
Research has shown that by praying
or singing together we feel connect-
ed and supported and our anxiety is
reduced. This may explain why
Parisians were moved to sing togeth-
er as they watched their beloved
Notre Dame Cathedral burn in 2019.
Rituals also help reduce anxiety by al-

lowing us to feel control over our sur-
roundings. For instance, new parents
may be anxious about protecting
their baby. Rituals that welcome the
infant into the family and community
help them feel they've done every-
thing possible including drawing on
supernatural protection to ensure
their child's wellbeing.

Second, rituals bring people togeth-
er to celebrate or otherwise mark im-
portant life milestones. Births, gradua-
tions, marriages and deaths are all
marked by rituals and traditions
across the globe. These events provide
a time and place to gather and encour-
age people to renew their bonds with
friends and family. These bonds are
especially important in times of bad
luck, which helps explain why the in-
centive to maintain them has endured
through human history. Imagine living
tens of thousands of years ago, when
human communities were much
smaller and often lived farther apart. If
a volcano erupted, the resulting de-
struction could mean plant and animal
resources essential food and materials
needed for survival would not be avail-

able for months, or perhaps years. You
would then have to rely on the bonds
you maintained with neighbouring
communities through shared rituals.
Such bonds would encourage the
sharing of resources until circum-
stances improve.

Finally, rituals help us remember
and share huge amounts of cultural
information. By learning a format or
pattern of behaviour through ritual,
we can absorb information and recall
it later more easily. This approach
works astonishingly well to ensure in-
formation is passed down orally over
long periods. Thus far, the oldest
story dated using scientific methods
is the Aboriginal Gunditjmara people's
story of the Budj Bim volcano erup-
tion, which occurred 37,000 years ago
in what is now south-western Victoria.

Being able to retain information
about changes in the landscape, its
plants, animals and people ultimately
increased the likelihood that your fam-
ily would not only survive but thrive.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff
AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy,,  GGrriiffffiitthh  UUnniivveerrssiittyy))

Why rituals have been crucial for humans 
throughout history and why we still need them
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Economic 
management

Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has termed
Rajasthan’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP)
growth rate in double
digits as a symbol of
efficient economic
management of the
state government. “I
am very happy to in-
form that the state’s
economic growth rate
in the year 2021-22 has
been 11.04 per cent
and Rajasthan’s eco-
nomic growth rate is
second in the country.
The double-digit GDP
growth rate is a sym-
bol of the efficient eco-
nomic management of
our government and
the development of
Rajasthan,” Gehlot
tweeted today.

Mineral output 
New Delhi: The coun-
try’s mineral produc-
tion increased 2.5 per
cent in October over
the same month a
year ago, the mines
ministry said on
Thursday. The index
of mineral production
of mining and quarry-
ing sector for the
month stood at 112.5,
up 2.5 per cent as com-
pared to October last
year. As per provision-
al figures of the
Indian Bureau of
Mines, the cumulative
growth during April-
October 2022-23 over
the corresponding pe-
riod of previous year
is 4 per cent. The out-
put of important min-
erals in October in-
cludes coal (662 lakh
tonne), lignite (35 lakh
tonne), natural gas
(utilized) 2,829 million
cubic metre 
and petroleum (crude)
25 lakh tonne.

Appointment

Mumbai: Tata Sons
chairman N
Chandrasekaran will
head the new
Economic Advisory
Council of
Maharashtra, the state
government said on
Thursday. Deputy
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
made the announce-
ment in the Legislative
Council in Nagpur. “To
make Maharashtra a
trillion dollar economy,
the state government
is setting up an
Economic Advisory
Council, to be headed
by Tata Sons chairman
N Chandrasekaran,”
he said.

Big relief
New Delhi: The India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement, which
came into force from
Thursday, is set to pro-
vide a “big relief” to
Indian textile ex-
porters, the
Confederation of
Indian Textiles
Industry said. Under
the pact, Australia is of-
fering zero-duty access
to India for about 96.4
per cent of exports (by
value) from day one.

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

Amid global shocks and
challenges, the Indian
economy presents a pic-
ture of resilience and the
regulators are ready to
take appropriate actions to
preserve financial stability,
RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said on Thursday. In
his foreword to the 26th
Financial Stability Report
(FSR), Das said the inter-
national economic order
stands challenged and fi-
nancial markets are in tur-
moil due to monetary
tightening in most parts of
the world. Food and energy
supplies and prices are
under strain, debt distress
is staring at many emerg-
ing market and developing
economies, and every
economy is grappling with
multiple challenges, he
said. “Amidst such global
shocks and challenges, the
Indian economy presents a
picture of resilience.

Financial stability has
been maintained.
Domestic financial mar-
kets have remained stable
and fully functional. The
banking system is sound
and well-capitalised,” Das
said. In spite of formidable
global headwinds, he said
that India’s external ac-
counts remain well-cush-
ioned and viable. Going
forward, Das said that core
issues of management of
climate change, dealing
with unanticipated and
fresh shocks, if any, fur-
ther strengthening the
buffers of financial sys-
tem, harnessing fintech in-
novations and deepening

financial inclusion will
continue to receive priori-
ty attention from regula-
tors and policy makers. In
2023, India is well posi-
tioned to play a leading
role in the world stage as
part of its G20 presidency.
The biggest challenge for
G20 as a group is to re-ig-
nite the efficacy of multi-
lateralism, the Governor
said.

Further, Das said the
central bank recognises
the destabilising potential
of global risks even as it
draw strength from the ro-
bust macroeconomic fun-
damentals of the Indian
economy. “The Reserve
Bank and the other finan-
cial regulators remain vig-
ilant and in readiness to
ensure the stability and
soundness of our financial
system through appropri-
ate interventions, whenev-
er necessary, in the best in-
terest of the Indian econo-
my,” he said.

Indian economy presents a 
picture of resilience amid global

shocks: RBI Governor
Mumbai, Dec 29:  

Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said he expects
at least two more free trade
agreements to be signed up
in 2023. Negotiations are
scheduled with the UK,
European Union and
Canada, Goyal said at an
event here, adding that his
ministry does not have the
bandwidth to tend to re-
quests by smaller trading
partners like New Zealand
with which the bilateral
trade stands at USD 350
million. “India today
works from a position of
strength, we negotiate
with confidence,” Goyal
said, adding that the coun-
try will sign at least two
such free trade agree-
ments. Speaking at the
event to mark the opera-
tionalisation of the India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement signed in April
this year, Goyal said

January itself is filled
with meetings between
Indian Commerce
Ministry officials and their
counterparts abroad. After
handing over certificates
of origin to the first among
the Indian goods being
sent to Australia after the
agreement, Goyal said the

FTA will benefit a slew of
sectors, including textiles,
gems and jewellery and
also information technolo-
gy, which gets aided by the
dropping of double taxa-
tion. Goyal said he expects
Indian IT companies’
billing to Australia alone
growing to USD 1 billion in

the next 5-7 years from
USD 200 million at present.
The Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP),
which India walked out of
in 2019, would have be-
come a free trade agree-
ment with China in effect,
Goyal said, adding that
Indian industry was “pet-
rified” with the earlier
UPA government’s move to
start negotiations on the
same. He called the walk-
out an economically pru-
dent and wise decision. As
of now, with the agree-
ment with Australia, India
has separately struck
trade agreements with 13
of the 15 countries in the
RCEP, while only New
Zealand and China re-
main. He said on a conser-
vative basis, the ministry
expects the bilateral trade
between India and
Australia to increase to
USD 31 billion in five years
with the free trade agree-
ment in place.

Expect to sign at least 2 
more FTAs in 2023, says Goyal

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
hands over the ‘certificate of origin’ to an industry
participant during an event to operationalize India -
Australia Economic Cooperation Trade Agreement
(IndAus ECTA), in Mumbai, Thursday, Dec. 29.

New Delhi, Dec 29:  

The government has
started close monitoring of
exports of products used
to deal with Covid infec-
tions such as PPE kits,
masks, ventilators and cer-
tain medicines like parac-
etamol on account of ris-
ing infections in various
countries, including
China, an official said. The
move is aimed at dealing
with any possible emer-
gency situation on account
of a spurt in coronavirus
cases. “We are keeping a
close watch on exports of
all these products. We are
monitoring the situation
to take appropriate deci-
sions, though the situation
at present is not alarming.
We should be prepared for
everything and for that

our domestic requirement
should be ready,” the offi-
cial said. “We have started
collecting data on a daily
basis for monitoring pur-
poses for products like
PPE kits, syringes, gloves,
certain medicines like
Remdesivir and paraceta-
mol,” the official added.
The issue came up at a re-
cently held inter-ministe-
rial preparatory meeting
attended by senior offi-
cials from different min-
istries including com-
merce, Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade,
health, and textiles. In
2020, to deal with the out-
break of the pandemic, the
government had imposed
restrictions and prohibi-
tions on exports of prod-
ucts such as PPE kits,

sanitisers, gloves, testing
kits, syringes, Remdesivir
and formulations made
from paracetamol. Official
sources on Wednesday
cautioned that the next 40
days will be crucial as
India may see a Covid
surge in January. As Covid
gets back on the radar
with a surge in China and
people worry about anoth-
er wave in India, some sci-
entists have called for a re-
ality check. The govern-
ment has already sounded
an alert and asked states
and Union Territories to
prepare for any eventuali-
ty. Following the surge, the
government made random
coronavirus testing
mandatory for two per
cent of passengers arriv-
ing in each international
flight from Saturday.

Govt closely monitoring exports 
of products used to deal with Covid

New Delhi, Dec 29:  

Your passion is your
identity! Encouraging peo-
ple to follow and grow
their passion, Amway
India, one of the country’s
leading FMCG Direct-
Selling companies, recent-
ly launched yet another
one-of-its-kind campaign,
‘Passion ko Do Poshan’
with Olympian Saikhom
Mirabai Chanu. The cam-
paign reiterates the
brand’scontinuous efforts
towards focusing on fuel-
ing one’s passion with ade-
quatenutrition support to
achieve excellence, in line
with its commitment to
helping people live better,
healthier lives through a
powerful and inspiring
digital film featuring its
brand ambassador

Mirabai Chanu.
Commenting on the

campaign, Saikhom
Mirabai Chanu said, “I’m
honored to be associated
with - Nutrilite from
Amway, which is globally
recognized for its plant-
based approach to dietary
supplements. As a profes-
sional athlete, I am always
looking for ways to live a
fit and healthy lifestyle

and, in my journey,
Nutrilite provides the ade-
quatenutrition to level up
my game and never slow
down.”

Talking about the cam-
paign, Mr. Ajay Khanna,
CMO, Amway India said,
“Amway has always held a
distinctive and compelling
approach to driving for-
ward its vision to make
India healthier. In line

with this, we are thrilled
to announce our new cam-
paign- ‘Passion ko do
Poshan’, that personifies
the essence of our nutri-
tion and wellness brand,
Nutrilite, the world’s No.1
selling vitamins and di-
etary supplements , which
brings together the best of
nature and the best of sci-
ence.

As people focus on ex-
celling in their passion
areas, they often miss out
on providing their bodies
with the nutrition, which
acts as fuel in their jour-
ney towards their goals.
This campaign reflects
how people’s passion is
synonymous with their
identity, and, along with a
proper diet, Nutrilite pro-
vides them with the re-
quired nutrition support.”

Amway India launches ‘Passion ko Do
Poshan’ campaign with Mirabai Chanu 

Mumbai, Dec 29:

Reliance Jio on
Thursday announced the
launch of its True 5G
services in Indore and
Bhopal. With the launch,
Reliance Jio has become
the first and the only op-
erator in MP to launch 5G
services in the city of
Indore and Bhopal. The
Jio True 5G launch is in
line with the announce-
ment made by
Honourable Chief
Minister Shri. Shivraj
Singh Chouhan at Shri
Mahakaal Mahalok
Ujjain on 14th December
2022. In his speech, CM
had said that Jio would
launch its 5G services in
Indore and Bhopal before
the end of 2022. The

launch of Jio True 5G
confirms Jio’s commit-
ment and supports the
technology readiness for
the upcoming 17th edi-
tion of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas and the
Global Investor Summit
to be held in Indore in
January 2023. Starting
today, Jio users in the city
of Indore and Bhopal,
will be invited to the Jio
Welcome Offer, to experi-
ence Unlimited Data at
up to 1 Gbps+ speeds, at
no additional cost.
Commenting on the
launch, a Jio
Spokesperson said that
“We are proud to rollout
5G in Indore and Bhopal
ahead of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas and the
Global Investor Summit

in January 2023. Jio True
5G is the only 5G service
to be available in these
cities and we honoured
our commitment to the
Hon’ble CM regarding
the launch of True 5G
services in the state.
Indore and Bhopal are
important destinations in
MP with special focus on
education, tourism and
industrial growth. With
the launch of Jio’s True
5G services, consumers
will not just get the best
telecommunication net-
work but will also get in-
finite growth opportuni-
ties in the areas of e-gov-
ernance, education, au-
tomation, Artificial
Intelligence, gaming,
healthcare, agriculture,
IT, and SMEs.

Post launch of Jio True 5G
service in MP by CM

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

The RBI on Thursday
said banks’ gross NPA
ratio has fallen to a sever-
year low of 5 per cent and
the banking system re-
mains sound and well-cap-
italised. In the 26th issue
of the Financial Stability
Report (FSR), the RBI also
said the global economy is
facing formidable head-
winds with recessionary
risks looming large. The
interplay of multiple
shocks has resulted in
tightened financial condi-
tions and heightened
volatility in financial mar-
kets, it pointed out. “The
Indian economy is con-
fronting strong global
headwinds. Yet, sound
macroeconomic funda-
mentals and healthy finan-

cial and non-financial sec-
tor balance sheets are pro-
viding strength and re-
silience and engendering
financial system stability,”
the report said. In the fore-
word to the report, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the central bank
recognises the destabilis-
ing potential of global
risks, even as it draw
strength from the robust
macroeconomic funda-
mentals of the Indian
economy. “The Reserve
Bank and the other finan-
cial regulators remain vig-
ilant and in readiness to
ensure the stability and
soundness of our financial
system through appropri-
ate interventions, whenev-
er necessary, in the best in-
terest of the Indian econo-
my,” he said.

Gross NPA ratio falls 
to 7-year low of 5 pc: RBI

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

G l e n m a r k
Pharmaceuticals Limited
(Glenmark), an innova-
tion-driven, global phar-
maceutical company has
launched the first triple
fixed-dose combination
Teneligliptin with
Pioglitazone and
Metformin in India.
Teneligliptin is a widely
used DPP4 inhibitor
(Dipeptidyl Peptidase 4 in-
hibitor).

This FDC has been
launched under the brand
name Zita®-PioMet, and
containsTeneligliptin (20
mg) + Pioglitazone (15 mg)
+ Metformin
(500mg/1000mg) in a sus-
tained release (SR) formu-
lation. This offers patients
with Type 2 diabetes the

convenience of once daily
dosing to improve their
glycemic control and
achieve the targeted
HbA1c within 24 weeks.

On occasion of the
launch, Alok Malik, EVP
& Business Head - India
Formulations, Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.,
said, “Type 2 diabetes pa-
tients in India often face is-
sues of beta cell dysfunc-
tion along with insulin re-
sistance.

In fact, the prevalence of
high insulin resistance in
India is 38% compared to
the global incidence of
15%ii. Being a leader indi-
abetes therapy in the coun-
try, we are proud to intro-
duce Zita®-PioMet, India’s
first triple fixed dose com-
bination for high insulin-
resistant type 2 diabetes.

Glenmark first company to
launch in India a Triple FDC 

New Delhi, Dec 29: 

The wave of consolida-
tion is likely to hit the
shores of the country’s
fast-growing retail indus-
try next year also as larg-
er players seek to
strengthen their foot-
prints, leverage technolo-
gies to improve efficiency
and expand beyond met-
ros. While the growth
prospects are promising,
the industry is entering
2023 with “cautious opti-
mism” amid inflationary
headwinds and concerns
over spurt in coronavirus
cases in different parts of
the world. After learning
the lessons from the pan-
demic-induced disrup-
tions, the retail players
will continue with their
multi-channel approach
and marketplaces such as

B2B (Business to
Business) commerce and
D2C (Direct to Consumer),
and also focus on diversi-
fying their supply
sources. Consultancy
EY’s India Leader -
Consumer Products &
Retail Angshuman
Bhattacharya said India
seems to be skipping the
modern trade wave, with
two of the large modern
trade chains adopting a
path of B2B commerce
and kirana integration,
with an ambition to cre-
ate a data-unified retail
environment. D2C data,
delivery information, and
telecom data integration
are likely to drive the
eventual convergence of
offline and online chan-
nels towards a “connected
commerce” model of to-
morrow, he said.

According to him, the in-
dustry is likely to contin-
ue witnessing consolida-
tion, as the scale gets driv-
en through technology-led
integration and efficien-
cies. The Retailers
Association of India
(RAI) said the retail in the
country is expected to
grow better than all other
key markets across the
world.

“The occasion-wear
market (festivals, wed-
dings etc.) will thrive in
the country if no Covid
restrictions are intro-
duced,” RAI CEO Kumar
Rajagopalan said.
Reliance Retail, part of
billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), has
become India’s biggest
brick-and-mortar retailer
with over 16,600 stores.

Retail industry: Consolidation wave likely
to continue in 2023 amid Covid clouds

Kolkata, Dec 29: 

India is aiming to dou-
ble the size of its automo-
bile industry to Rs 15 lakh
crore by the end of 2024,
making it one of the
world’s top countries in
this sector, Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari
said. Gadkari also said
that his ministry will
carry out project works
worth Rs 5 lakh crore next
year, of which Rs 2 lakh
crore will come from the
government and the rest
will be raised from the cap-
ital market. “Currently
our automobile industry is
Rs 7.5 lakh crore and we
want to take it to Rs 15
lakh crore by the end of
2024, making it one of the
largest automakers in the

world, creating huge job
opportunities,” Gadkari
said at a virtual session of
Merchants’ Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.
He said the majority of au-
tomobiles in the country
will run on alternative
fuels by 2030.

“We are also working on
developing alternative,
clean and green fuels like
bio-ethanol, bio-CNG, bio-
LNG and green hydro-

gen,” he said, adding that
green hydrogen is the fuel
of the future. Gadkari
spoke about the success of
the listing of
Infrastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT) which drew
huge interest from in-
vestors. InvIT is a collec-
tive investment scheme
similar to a mutual fund,
which enables direct in-
vestment from individual
and institutional investors
in infrastructure projects
to earn a small portion of
the income as a return.

“Small investors are get-
ting 8 per cent return, bet-
ter than banks. We do not
have a problem with fund-
ing. Next year we will
work worth Rs 5 lakh
crore,” he said, responding
to a question on invest-
ment by his ministry.

India aims to double auto industry size
to Rs 15 lakh cr by 2024 end: Gadkari

NSE cautions
investors against
assured returns

schemes
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2299::  The National
Stock Exchange (NSE) has asked
investors not to put their money in
any scheme promising assured
returns from investments in the
stock market. The advisory comes
after the bourse found that two
entities — Pruthvi Consultancy
Services and KBK Advisory — were
offering such schemes and assuring
guaranteed returns on stock mar-
ket investments The two entities
are not registered either as mem-
bers or authorised persons of any
registered member of the NSE, the
exchange said in a statement on
Wednesday. Cautioning the
investors, NSE asked them not to
subscribe to any such scheme or
product offered by any entity offer-
ing indicative/assured/guaranteed
returns in the stock market as the
same is prohibited by law. Further,
investors have been advised not to
share their trading credentials such
as user ID and password, and not to
trade in the markets based on the
tips/ recommendations provided by
unregistered investment advisers.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  30,  2022

YEARENDER 2022

T
he spillover effect of Covid-19 battered econo-
my could be seen this year as well. High
Inflation and Unemployment remained the

key concern for the government and RBI entire
year. The Central bank used monetary tools such
as Repo rate to keep the inflation under control. It
had raised repo rate five times this year to make it
225 basis points higher than the start of the year. In
December MPC meeting, RBI hiked repo rate by 35
basis points.

RBI Monetary Policy Rate: 
How rates have changed this year

BIG NEWS THAT DOMINATED THE BIZ WORLD

CONTROVERSIES SHOOK THE NATION

T
he Reserve Bank
of India
( T h u r s d a y ,

December 01) launched
the first pilot for retail
digital Rupee. The pilot
would cover select lo-
cations in closed user
group (CUG) compris-
ing participating cus-
tomers and merchants.

The digital Rupee is a
virtual token that can be

used as a legal tender, ac-
cording to the RBI. It
would be issued in the

same denominations that
paper currency and coins
are currently issued. It

would be distributed
through intermediaries,
i.e., banks.

Central bank digital currency launch
Many major events
happened in business
world this year as well,
some of them will impact
our lives in next year as well.
RBI repo rate was one such
crucial event as RBI had tried
to keep inflation check via
monetary tool throughout the
year. Here are some impor-
tant events that dominat-
ed the biz world in
2022. I

n a rollercoaster saga unfolded throughout the
year 2022, tech billionaire finally bought mi-
croblogging platform Twitter at a whopping

cost of $44 billion in October end. The deal re-
mained clouded in uncertainty over Elon Musk’s
whims on whether to buy it or not. However, after
some coercion and legal battle, he had got ready to
buy it.

Twitter Takeover Deal

T
he entire year passed with a grim reminder
of imminent recession round the corner. The
recovering economies around the globe faced

multi-pronged challenges including Russia-
Ukraine conflict, Supply-Chain constraint, more.
Hence, many big tech companies laid off some por-
tion of their workforce in order to cut cost and
make themselves prepared for recession. Facebook,
Meta, BYJU’s, Disney, and Salesforce were some of
them which cut 1% to 13% of their staff this year.

Tech lay offs -- Major lay
offs in corporate world

Artifical Intelligence-based
new prototype chatbot
‘ChatGPT’ made the sensation
this year in the world for its
advanced capability of under-
standing natural language and
responding in a natural lan-
guage. The prototype based
chatbox was developed by
Artificial research company
OpenAI.

ChatGPT sensation
on Internet

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi on October 1, inau-
gurated the sixth edition of the India Mobile
Congress (IMC). PM Modi also launched 5G serv-

ices in India on that day. Soon many telecom companies
including Airtel and JIO have brought their 5G plans.
At the end of year, Airtel 5G service is available in over
50 cities across the country.

5G launch 
in India

FTX Fiasco

C
rypto exchange FTX filed for US bankruptcy pro-
ceedings on November 11 and Sam Bankman-
Fried stepped down as CEO, after a rapid liquidi-

ty crisis at the cryptocurrency group that has prompt-
ed intervention from regulators around the world.
FTX`s collapse also led to the spectacular fall in the for-
tune of its founder Bankman-Fried.

India was rattled with politi-
cal controversies in the year
about to end. They began
with a spark and some had
disastrous consequences before
dying a natural death.

Gyanvapi Masjid

I
n early May, a
Varanasi court di-
rected the

Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) to probe
the structure of the
Gyanvapi Masjid. A
Varanasi-based lawyer
filed a petition in the
lower court claiming il-
legality in the con-
struction of the
Gyanvapi Masjid and
sought an archaeologi-
cal survey of the
mosque. The controver-
sy was triggered when
five Hindu women filed
a suit in Varanasi
court, seeking to wor-
ship the Shringar

Gauri within the
Gyanvapi Mosque com-
plex. The mosque com-
mittee went to the apex
court. A petition was
filed in 1991 in the
Varanasi court where
the petitioners, the
local priests, sought
permission to worship
in the Gyanvapi
Mosque area. The peti-
tioners said that the
mosque was built on
the orders of
Aurangzeb by demol-
ishing a part of the
Kashi Vishwanath
Temple during his
reign in the 16th cen-
tury.

It all began in January
when Muslim students

were denied entry into a col-
lege in BJP-ruled
Karnataka’s Udupi because
they were wearing a hijab.
According to the teachers,
the dress didn’t adhere to
the prescribed dress code of
the college. The girls
opposed the teachers and
started protesting against
the college authorities. In
response, a group of boys
from another college started
wearing saffron shawls to
college, which led to a fight
among the students. In
response, the Karnataka
High Court released an order
that stated wearing a hijab
was not an essential reli-
gious practice of Islam. And
refraining from its use did

not violate religious freedom
in the country. Muslim stu-
dents filed petitions to
revoke the High Court order
and boycotted examinations.
During their protest, the
Muslim girls voiced their dis-
appointment at not being
allowed to wear hijab in edu-
cational institutions; they
said they had been deprived
of equal rights. The High
Court is yet to determine
whether wearing a hijab can
be termed an essential reli-
gious practice. Essential reli-
gious practice encapsulates
fundamental elements of the
religion and not following
them results in the change
of religion itself. But these
practices have to be within
the limits of Article 25 of the
Constitution.

The Hijab
controversy

O
n June 14, the
C e n t r a l
Government intro-

duced a short-term re-
cruitment policy, the
Agnipath scheme, for
Indian youth to serve in
the armed forces. The
scheme enabled young-

sters aged 17.5 to 21 to be
inducted into any of the
three services as “ag-
niveers” for a period of
four years. Reportedly, the
soldiers recruited under
Agnipath were to be re-
leased from service after
four years. Soon after the

government made the an-
nouncements, protests
erupted in Bihar and
Rajasthan and some other
places as defence job seek-
ers voiced concerns over
job security and pension.
Trains were set on fire at a
railway station in Bihar.

Agniveer protests Shiva Sena split

On June 20, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray called a meeting of
Shiv Sena legislators to discuss cross-
voting by some party legislators during
the legislative council elections. Though
the Sena managed to win both its seats,
it was worrying that at least 10 party
legislators, led by rebel Eknath Shinde,
voted for a BJP candidate. Shinde ran
away along with most party MLAs first
to Gujarat and then to Assam, both BJP-
ruled states and didn’t listen to appeals
and threats from the Thackerays. After
days of high drama, Shinde was sworn in
as the new chief minister of
Maharashtra and BJP leader Devendra

Fadnavis as his deputy.

The Nupur
Sharma controversy

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma’s comment on the
Prophet in a TV debate on the Gyanvapi
Mosque issue sparked a nationwide con-
troversy.  An FIR was filed against Nupur
Sharma for allegedly giving hate speech.
A video clip of her speech got viral on
Twitter leading to widespread protests
and cases of violence across the country.
Muslim nations such as Qatar and
Afghanistan slammed India over her com-
ments. Indian products in Gulf markets
faced a major setback.
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Melbourne, Dec 29 (AP):

Spinner Nathan Lyon
took 3-58 as Australia
bowled out South Africa
for 204 Thursday to claim
victory by an innings and
182 runs on the fourth day
of the second test at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

Australia clinched the
series and will be chasing
a 3-0 sweep in Sydney
where the third and final
test starts on Jan. 4.

Tamba Bavuma top-
scored for South Africa
with 65, although he also
played key roles in two run
outs. Resuming Thursday
on 15-1, South Africa lost
three wickets in the morn-
ing session.

Mitchell Starc, nursing
a tendon injury to the
blood-stained middle fin-
ger on his bowling hand,
produced a fast yorker to
remove Sarel Erwee lbw
for 21 at 47-2.

Ten runs later, Scott
Boland had Theunis de
Bruyn (28) caught at sec-
ond slip as cracks contin-
ued to appear in the
Proteas’ brittle batting
lineup. Those cracks
widened when Khaya
Zondo was run out in de-
moralizing fashion for one
at 65-4 after Bavuma

pushed to mid-off and
called Zondo through for a
risky single.

Bavuma and Kyle
Verreynne (33) fought
hard to add 63 for the
fourth wicket before
Boland (2-49) removed
Verreynne lbw at 128-5 in
the fourth over after
lunch. Marco Jansen (five)
fell in the same fashion to
spinner Nathan Lyon 16

runs later, following a
video review.

Bavuma was involved in
a second run out, theatri-
cally turning his back on
Keshav Muharaj (13) who
was forced to give up on an
attempted third run
through cover and failed
to regain his ground at the
striker’s end at 174-7.

A wild slog from
Bavuma was caught at

mid-on in the following
over as Lyon claimed his
second victim of the in-
nings and Kagiso Rabada
(three) also skied an at-
tempted slog, leading to
his departure in Lyon’s
next over at 177-9.

Anrich Nortje and
Lungi Ngidi entertained
the crowd with some big
hits as they added 27 for
the last wicket, which fell

before the tea break on day
four.

Medium-pacer Cameron
Green claimed a career-
best 5-27 in South Africa’s
first innings of 189. All-
rounder Green also scored
an unbeaten 51 in
Australia’s reply of 575-8,
retiring hurt for six with a
broken right-index finger
before returning to share a
century partnership with
wicketkeeper Alex Carey
(111) for the eighth wicket.

Green has been ruled
out of the third test.

Opener and man-of-the
match David Warner, who
scored 200 in his 100th test,
along with half-centuries
from Steve Smith (85) and
Travis Head (51), gave
Australia a solid founda-
tion before the late-order
heroics of Green and
Carey allowed captain Pat
Cummins to declare with
a 386-run advantage on the
first innings.

The victory was
Australia’s first test series
win at home against South
Africa since 2005-06. The
Proteas were triumphant
in 2008-09, 2012-13 and 2016-
17. Starc took 1-62 off 18
overs in a lion-hearted per-
formance and is expected
to focus on being fit for
Australia’s test tour of
India in February.

Australia beats South Africa 
in 2nd test to clinch series

The Australian team celebrate after defeating South Africa on the fourth day of the
second cricket Test match between Australia and South Africa at the MCG in
Melbourne on December 29.

Karachi, Dec 29 (AP):

New Zealand pushed
Pakistan onto the backfoot
in the first test after Kane
Williamson hit a
marathon unbeaten dou-
ble century on Thursday.

Williamson’s 200 not out
in 10 hours earned New
Zealand a meaningful 174-
run lead as the visitors de-
clared at a monumental
612-9 at tea, with tailender
Ish Sodhi scoring a career-
best 65. New Zealand spin-
ners Michael Bracewell
and Ish Sodhi made early
inroads in the final session
to reduce Pakistan to 77-2
at stumps. Pakistan still
trails by 97 runs
on a wicket
which has some
encouragement for
spinners from the
bowlers’ footmarks.

Imam-ul-Haq saw off
the session with an un-
beaten 45 while night-
watchman Nauman Ali
survived an umbrella of
fielders around him in the
last over to go not out on 4.

Abdullah Shafique once
again threw away his
wicket as he was caught
low down at short mid-on
for 17 after attempting a
needless drive against off-
spinner Michael
Bracewell. Shafique had
fallen cheaply in
Pakistan’s first innings
score of 438 when he came

down the wicket off Ajaz
Patel in only the fourth
over of the game and got
stumped. Lefthander
Masood was out lbw for 10
after he went onto the
backfoot against Sodhi’s
sharp delivery. Captain
Tim Southee ended
Pakistan’s long frustrating

time in the field
when he de-

clared just after
Williamson lifted

mystery spinner
Abrar Ahmed over

extra cover for his 21st
boundary and then raised
his fifth double hundred
with a single that also fea-
tured a six.

Abrar, who took 17 wick-
ets in two test matches
against England earlier
this month, finished with
5-205 but not before
Williamson and Sodhi had
extended the lead with a
159-run seventh-wicket
stand on a slow turning
wicket. Williamson and
Sodhi dug in for well over
1 1/2 hours into the second
session after New Zealand
resumed on 440-2 before
Pakistan claimed three
quick wickets through
spinners. Both put on 79

runs in the first session
and batted with de-
termination even

when Pakistan took
the second new ball.

They stood firm against
the googlies and legspin of
Abrar while leftarm spin-
ner Nauman (3-185) could-
n’t pose problem from the
footmarks. Sodhi finally
holed out soon after cross-
ing his previous test best
of 63 also against Pakistan
in 2014 while Southee and
Neil Wagner followed
without scoring.

Pakistan in trouble after
Williamson hits double century

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI):

Transition period in an
international team is al-
ways “difficult to handle”
but India has abundant tal-
ent and a potentially good
leader in Hardik Pandya
to smoothly see through
the phase in T20 cricket,
feels former Sri Lanka
captain Kumar
Sangakkara. India will
play six white ball match-
es against Sri Lanka in the
new year with Pandya re-
placing Rohit Sharma as
captain for T20Is starting
January 3. The squad also
doesn’t have KL Rahul and
Virat Kohli which is an in-

dicator that Indian cricket
will undergo transition
from this series.

“Transition is in-
evitable. You have to be al-
ways ready for it. But you
need supporting players to
come through the system
for it to be effective
smoothly,” Sangakkara
told PTI during an interac-
tion organised by Star
Sports, official broadcast-
er of the upcoming Sri
Lanka tour of India.
“Every side goes through
difficult transitions and
we saw that in Australia.
Saw that in NZ for consid-
erable period some time
back, even England. So

you have all these sides go
through transition and dif-
ficulty is a common
theme,” he cited the com-
mon phenomenon.

For the Lankan legend,
it is important to give the
fresh faces a long rope.

“You have to have trust
in players that you select,
trusting them for long pe-
riods, giving them expo-
sure and grounding they
require, so that they can
settle in international
cricket and understand
what it is all about.”

For Sri Lanka especially,
transition has been really
difficult ever since the
likes of Sangakkara and
Mahela Jayawardene re-
tired. “India has a throng
of young players coming
through so it is just about
the selecting the best
among them and giving
them a longer run,”
Sangakkara observed.

However, he waxed elo-
quent about Pandya hav-
ing watched his captaincy
for Gujarat Titans while
being a mentor for
Rajasthan Royals in the
IPL.

Hardik has ingredients to
be successful: Sangakkara

Melbourne, Dec 29 (PTI):

Australian pace bowler
Mitchell Starc on
Thursday made his dis-
pleasure known to South
African batter Theunis de
Bruyn for backing up at
the non-striker’s end dur-
ing the second innings of
the Boxing Day Test at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground here.

The 32-year-old
Australian quick, after
jokingly telling de Bruyn
that he was “half way
down Punt Road”, became
more strident later, warn-
ing the Proteas top-order
batter that if he continued
to leave the crease, he
would be forced to
‘Mankad’ him.

“I had a word with him
(De Bruyn) last night
(Wednesday) because he
was doing it yesterday.
And then he was half way
down Punt Road when I
was stopped,” Starc said
on Fox Cricket after the
hosts wound up the Test
inside four days, inflicting

an innings and 182-run de-
feat on Dean Elgar’s side.

De Bruyn was eventual-
ly dismissed on 28, caught
by Steve Smith off Scott
Boland.

“He said he’s not doing
it on purpose. (If) I’ve got
to keep my foot behind the
line (while bowling), so
you could at least keep
your bat behind the line,”
Starc said.

“There’s no need for it
(backing up too far). You
saw how far down he was,”
added Starc, who will need

a prolonged break to re-
cover from the injury to
his left hand finger.

Once considered unfair
play, although legal, in the
gentleman’s game, the ICC
has now termed these
kind of dismissals as ‘run
out’. Since October 1, it no
longer sits in the ‘unfair
play’ section of its rule
book.

However, the debate con-
tinues if such dismissals
are against the ‘spirit of
game’.

Starc, who bowled with

excruciating pain on
Thursday due to an in-
jured finger in his bowing
arm, got the full backing of
his skipper Pat Cummins.

Starc is supposedly a big
critic of ‘Mankading’, in-
formally named after for-
mer India cricketer Vinoo
Mankad, and had got a lot
of attention for his com-
ments when he told Jos
Buttler during the third
and final T20I against
England in October that
he “is not Deepti
(Sharma)”.

The Australian quick
was referring to Indian
women’s team all-
rounder’s dismissal of
England’s Charlie Dean in
an ODI, which had stirred
a lot of debate.

But on Thursday, a flus-
tered Starc said, “That’s
just absolutely taking the
mickey. That’s not just tak-
ing off before I bowl, he’s a
metre down the wicket.
Yeah I gave him a couple of
warnings. If he wants to
keep doing it I’ll take them
(the stumps).”

Starc, Cummins unhappy with
South African batters backing up

Paris, Dec 29 (AP):

World Cup superstar
Kylian Mbappe scored a
penalty deep into stoppage
time as unbeaten league-
leader Paris Saint-
Germain overcame
Neymar’s red card to
scrape a 2-1 home win
against Strasbourg.

PSG players celebrated
wildly at the final whistle,
probably out of relief fol-
lowing a poor perform-
ance against a team in
19th place. The penalty
came after Jean-Ricner
Bellegarde clumsily lost
the ball trying to dribble
through midfield rather
than clearing it in the 93rd
minute.

The ball reached
Mbappe and he was fouled
from behind. PSG captain
Marquinhos swept the
loose ball home but referee
Clement Turpin disal-
lowed the goal and the
penalty stood.

Mbappe held his nerve
to sweep the ball past goal-
keeper Matz Sels, who
guessed the right way but
was beaten for speed.
Mbappe’s 96th-minute

penalty increased his
league-leading tally to 13
goals as PSG moved eight
points ahead of second-
place Lens, which plays on
Thursday.

Neymar was earlier
shown a second yellow
card in the 62nd for diving
in the penalty area and
red-carded. It means he
will be suspended for
Sunday’s trip to Lens.

Mbappe started just 10
days after playing in the
World Cup final. He be-

came only the second play-
er to score a hat trick in
the final but was incon-
solable after Les Bleus lost
on penalties to Lionel
Messi’s Argentina follow-
ing a 3-3 draw. Messi was
given extra time off by
PSG and is expected back
at training early next
week.

Neymar, who was in
tears after Brazil lost to
Croatia in the quarterfi-
nals, set up PSG’s opening
goal at Parc des Princes.

Mbappe saves PSG with late
penalty; teen Ben Seghir shines

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe
shoots the ball during the French L1 football match
between Paris Saint-Germain FC and RC Strasbourg
Alsace at The Parc des Princes stadium in Paris.

KKaabbuull,,  DDeecc  2299  ((PPTT))::

Star leg-spinner Rashid
Khan was on Thursday named
Afghanistan’s new T20 captain,
replacing veteran Mohammad
Nabi. Rashid, 24, was appoint-
ed captain ahead of the 2021
T20 World Cup as well but had
stepped down following the
announcement of the squad,
claiming he was not consulted
over selection.

Nabi had stepped down post
the 2022 T20 World Cup in
Australia. “Rashid Khan is a
massive name in Afghanistan
Cricket. He has colossal experi-
ence of playing the format
around the world which will
help him take the team to a
new level in the format,” said
Afghanistan Cricket Board
chairman Mirwais Ashraf in a
statement.

“Rashid Khan has the experi-
ence of leading AfghanAtalan
in all three formats before and
we are happy to have him as
our skipper for the T20I format
again. I am sure he will come
out on top and will bring more
glories to the nation.” T20
superstar Rashid said captain-
ing the national team is a mas-
sive honour. “Captaincy is a
huge responsibility. I have the

experience of leading my coun-
try before, there is a great
bunch of guys with whom I
have a good understanding and
feel pretty comfortable. “We
will try to stick together, will
work hard to put things on the
right track and bring pride and
joy to our country and nation,”
said Rashid.

Rashid Khan appointed
Afghanistan T20 captain

Dubai, Dec 29 (PTI):
Swashbuckling Indian bat-
ters Suryakumar Yadav
and Smriti Mandhana
were on Thursday nomi-
nated for the men’s and
women’s T20 Cricketer of
the Year awards, respec-
tively, for their exploits in
2022. Suryakumar has
been nominated alongside
T20 World Cup-winning
England all-rounder Sam
Curran, Pakistan wicket-
keeper batter Mohammad
Rizwan and Zimbabwe’s
batting all-rounder
Sikandar Raza for the top
honours in the men’s cate-
gory. Pakistan bowling all-
rounder Nida Dar, New

Zealand’s Sophie Devine
and Australian Tahlia
Mcgrath will give
Mandhana competition in
the women’s category.

Suryakumar had a sen-
sational 2022 in the short-
est format of the game, be-
coming just the second
batter to score more than
1000 runs in a year in the
format.

He ended the year as the
highest run-getter, scoring
1164 runs at a ridiculous
strike-rate of 187.43. His
tally of 68 sixes in the cal-
endar year in T20s is the
highest anyone has record-
ed in the format in a year
by a fair distance.

Suryakumar, Mandhana
among nominees for ICC T20
Cricketer of the Year honour

Johannesburg, Dec 28 (PTI):

The start of Indian
Premier League changed
his life and Ab de Villiers
is hoping the inaugural
SA20 at home does the
same for the younger gen-
eration of cricketers in
South Africa.

The inaugural SA20, fea-
turing six newly-con-
structed teams, will
launch on January 10 at
Newlands with the open-
ing local derby between
MI Cape Town and Paarl
Royals setting up an explo-
sive start to South African
cricket’s new-kid-on-the-
block. All teams are owned
by IPL franchises. De
Villiers, who played in the
IPL since its inception in
2008 till last year when he
retired, says the SA20 is
just the boost the game re-
quires in South Africa. “I
think the SA20 comes at a
really good time for South
African cricket. We have
seen the amazing things
that these leagues have
done to cricket in particu-
lar nations,” De Villiers

told Cricket South Africa.
“To give our youngsters
this base and the founda-
tion to get exposure at the
highest level against the
best players in the world is
what it’s all about.”

Among the youngsters
that De Villiers will be
keeping a close eye on is
MI Cape Town’s young bat-
ting sensation Dewald
Brevis.

IPL changed our lives
forever,: de Villiers

SA20 league provides timely boost to South African cricket
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New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Amid growing concern
over a surge in COVID-19
cases in some countries,
including in India, the
New Delhi Municipal
Council has leapt into ac-
tion by organising mock
drills, holding preparatory
meetings and educating
people on the pandemic.

NDMC vice-chairman
Satish Upadhyay conduct-
ed an inspection of the
services at a hospital on
Tuesday. The New Delhi
civic body also called a
joint meeting with health
officials to verify the
Covid arrangements at

Charak Palika Hospital in
Moti Bagh on the same
day. Sharing details about
coronavirus preparedness,
NDMC Chairman Amit
Yadav said the civic body
started working soon after
the Centre issued an advi-
sory on COVID-19. "With
the COVID-19 advisory
from the government, we
have already begun work-
ing. We are holding inspec-
tions in hospitals. We are
conducting mock drills
and conducting preparato-
ry meetings. We are taking
stock of medicine avail-
ability," Yadav said. China
has been witnessing thou-
sands of cases daily in the
last few weeks. On
Wednesday, India logged
188 new coronavirus infec-

tions with a daily positivi-
ty rate of 0.14 per cent and
the weekly positivity rate
recorded at 0.18 per cent,
the Union Health Ministry
said. Meanwhile,
Upadhyay said 11 response
teams are in action while
two hospitals and dispen-
saries are ready.

"We are fully ready to
tackle COVID-19. Our oxy-
gen plant is functional.
Our team inspected the
oxygen plant, pathology
lab, haematology lab, bio-
chemistry lab, disaster
management ward, isola-
tion centre, sample collec-
tion centre, vaccination
centre, emergency ward,
ICU ward, OPD block and
other areas in the hospi-
tal," Upadhyay said.

Experts underline role of mental grooming,
aptitude test before sending kids

Kota (Rajasthan), Dec 29 (PTI): 

Parents should assess
their children's aptitude
through professional
help before deciding
whether to send them to
Kota to prepare for the
highly competitive JEE
and NEET exams, ex-
perts have suggested, as
the country's coaching
hub feels the disquiet
caused by the suicide of
four students within a
month.

Grooming students
mentally and training
them to do their daily

chores on their own are
also very important part
of "preparing for the
preparation" exercise,
say educational experts
and psychologists who
have been keeping a tab

on the recent incidents.
Dr Chandra Shekhar

Sushil, who is the head of
the Department of
Psychiatry at New
Medical College Hospital
here, said instead of

pushing children to be-
come doctors and engi-
neers, parents should
make them take an apti-
tude test and then decide
what's best for them.

A majority of parents
send their children for
coaching there with al-
most zero preparation
and the focus is only on
arranging finances and
logistics, they noted.

The recent suicide by
four coaching students
triggered a fresh debate
about mental health of
the students who are
often bogged down in the
fast-paced curriculum,
family expectations and
societal pressures.

ED raids Punjab milk
products processing

business group
New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on
Thursday said it
has seized Rs 1.15
crore cash, mobile
phones and proper-
ty documents after
raiding the premis-

es of a Punjab-based busi-
nessman in connection
with a money laundering
probe linked to an alleged
bank loan fraud.

The searches were
launched on December 27
at 11 business and resi-
dential premises of Pure
Milk Products Pvt. Ltd
(PMPPL), its directors
Charanjit Singh Bajaj,
Livtar Bajaj and Gurdeep
Kaur, their associated en-

tities, along with the
premises of their associ-
ates, the federal probe
agency said in a state-
ment. The money laun-
dering case stems from a
FIR of the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
filed against the accused
earlier, it said.

The CBI FIR had al-
leged that PMPPL "com-
mitted the offence of for-
gery, cheating, submis-
sion of forged documents
as genuine and other of-
fences, and credit facili-
ties sanctioned by the
bank to PMPPL was Rs
62.13 crore and the total
NPA (non performing
asset) amount was Rs
60.74 crore as on
31/10/2019."

Madurai, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Every time the bull was
released into the sporting
arena, she pushed her tail
between her hind legs and
raised her ears. The milch
cow, tethered to a tree,
pretty close to the arena
was apparently apprehen-
sive and perhaps afraid as
the bull repeatedly
charged at her.

Veerapandi village near
Madurai city was hum-
ming, young men training
hard to succeed as ace
tamers in the bull taming
sport 'Jallikattu,' that tra-
ditionally commences in
the Tamil month of 'Thai'
(January) and is conduct-
ed in several regions of
Tamil Nadu.

Under the watchful eyes

of master trainers,
'Mudakkathan' Mani and
'Police' Vinoth, the young
men learn the signifi-
cance of sharp reflexes
and the appropriate meth-
ods to hold on to a bull's
hump to ensure that there
is no injury to man and
animal. Workout sessions
are now relatively more.

The 'Vadi,' entry point
to the makeshift sporting
arena in the village was
abuzz with youths and
bulls raring to go and lit-
tle ones huddling on a
platform under a large
tree to cheer the trainees.

A few men line up on
both sides of the Vadi,
ready to make a soft jump
onto the animal."Lower
your left hand a little
below the hump and have
a watch over your legs
too," Mani shouts at
Sriram Marudhupandi, a
college student.

The youth, who man-

aged to get to the hump
could not sustain the brief
success as the bull eventu-
ally gave the youth the
slip and he tripped and
fell to the ground with a
thud. "Adjusting the posi-
tion of the hand very fast
is important to avoid in-
jury. If the bull turns its
neck, its horn may pierce
or hit the tamer badly,"

Mani, a veteran bull
tamer, who has success-
fully tamed over 3,500
bulls over a span of about
25 years told PTI. "The
tamer's legs should not go
too close to the animal's
legs. The aspirant's knees
must bend slightly back-
wards as and when need-
ed." When Karthikeyan, a
28-year old bank employ-

ee, inadvertently took a
step ahead of the animal,
Vinoth screams, asking
him to run beside the bull.

"Careful man, go on the
side of the animal, run
parallelly, eyes on its
hump for a good em-
brace," Vinoth, who has
tamed 2,000-plus bulls, in-
structs the youth. He is a
regular participant in
Jallikattu for the past
over 20 years. A Grade-I
police constable, he trains
young men during his
leisure.

Mani and Vinoth also
act like 'bulls' and teach
the importance of not
touching the horn or tail.

Moments later, another
bull is released and les-
sons are repeated. "Look
at the eyes, in all probabil-
ity, it will turn left. Men
on left alert," says Mani.
After a short gallop for-
ward, the bull runs to-
wards the left side!

5G services to be launched in Odisha

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Asserting that the
Centre has sanctioned Rs
5,600 crore for telecom
services in Odisha this fis-
cal, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday said 5G services
will be launched in the
eastern state before the
Republic Day celebrations
next year. In an apparent
reference to the ruling
BJD in the state, the minis-
ter also said, "now, no one
can make an allegation
that the Centre is neglect-
ing Odisha's telecom sec-
tor".

"The Modi government
has sanctioned a total of
Rs 5,600 crore for telecom
services in Odisha in the
2022-23 fiscal, and 5G serv-
ices will be launched in
the state before the

Republic Day celebrations
on January 26, 2023," he
said. Vaishnaw, the minis-
ter of railways, communi-
cations, electronics and in-
formation technology, said
a survey was recently con-
ducted in all villages of
Odisha where mobile tow-
ers are not available.

"Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had direct-
ed officials to ensure high-
quality 4G and 5G services
in all villages," the minis-
ter said. Vaishnaw had in
October said that 5G serv-
ices would be available in
at least four cities of
Odisha by March 2023, and
80 per cent area of the
state will have access to
the upgraded network by
the end of the next year.

PM Modi had on
October 1 launched the 5G
services that promise to

provide ultra high-speed
internet on mobile
phones. Vaishnaw was
speaking at a foundation
stone laying ceremony for
the redevelopment of the
Bhubaneswar railway sta-
tion. Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi, who was
also present in the pro-
gramme, claimed that
Odisha has substantially
gained from the central
government's policy for
auctioning of mines.

"The state's revenue
from the mining sector
has touched Rs 50,000
crore from around Rs 5,000
crore in 2014-15," he point-
ed out. He also alleged that
the states were "unable to
garner adequate revenue
from mining operations
earlier" as a policy of 'first
come first served' was fol-
lowed.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: 

Union Minister of
Education and Skill
Development &
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union Minister of Coal,
Mines & Parliamentary
Affairs  Pralhad Joshi and
Union Minister of
Railways, Communication
and Electronics &
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw laid the
foundation Stone for much
awaited public centric vital
Railway project
“Redevelopment of
Bhubaneswar Railway
Station” proposed to be a
World-Class infrastructure
at Bhubaneswar Railway
Station and flagged off
Puri-Jaleswar-Puri MEMU,
on Thursday.

Speaking to the gather-
ing, Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Prahlad Joshi praised
Railway Minister  Ashwini
Vaishnaw for utilising
Electronics & Information
Technology in Railways
and speeding up the infra-
structural Development in
the country by laying new
lines and redeveloping the
Stations and also providing
amenities for the benefit of
the people.

Union Minister of
Railways Ashwini
Vaishnaw in his speech
said that, priority is being
given for the development
of Railways in Odisha.
Now Odisha is getting
more than 10 thousand
crores instead of rupees
700 to 800 crores before
2014. Now Railway is con-

structing about 300 Kms
rail line in an year instead
of a mere 20 to 30Kms earli-
er. Apart from this, 36
Railway Stations of Odisha
are now being upgraded
with modern facilities
where every corner of the

State have been given prior-
ity. These apart, Jagannath
circuit will also run within
a few days. Redevelopment
of Bhubaneswar Railway
Station will have a number
of facilities with modern
infrastructure and ameni-

ties. The Construction peri-
od of the project is 24
months from the start of
the work, added Vaishnaw.
MPs Shri Pratap Sarangi &
Mrs Aparajita Sarangi,
MLAs Ananta Narayan
Jena graced the occasion at
Bhubaneswar Railway
Station.

In the function at Angul
Station, Chief Minister of
Odisha Naveen Patnaik
Flagged off New Express
train between Sambalpur
and Shalimar via Talcher-
Dhenkanal & Bhadrak in
presence of Dharmendra
Pradhan, Pralhad Joshi
and  Ashwini Vaishnaw.
Much awaited Sambalpur -
Shalimar Express via
Talcher-Dhenkanal &
Bhadrak will fulfil the aspi-
rations of the people of
this area.

‘Benefits of tech should
reach remote areas, poor’
Hyderabad, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The benefits of technol-
ogy should reach the re-
mote areas and poorest of
the poor. It should be used
as an instrument of social
justice, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Thursday.

Addressing the stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers of G Narayanamma
Institute of Technology
and Science for Women
and also students of B M
Malani Nursing College
and Suman Junior
College of Mahila
Dakshata Samithi here,
she said engineering has
played a big role in tech-
nological advancements,
including computers,
medical equipment, inter-
net, smart devices and
digital payment systems.

The role of engineering

as a profession becomes
very critical in today's
world where unthinkable
and unprecedented prob-
lems need quick and sus-
tainable solutions, she
said. Observing that engi-
neers have the power to
make the world a better
place, the President said
the solutions that they

find and technologies that
they would create in fu-
ture should be people-ori-
ented and environment-
friendly, an official release
said. Recently at COP 27,
India reiterated its vision
of a safe planet in an one-
word Mantra LiFE which
stands for Lifestyle for
Environment. "We have

been achieving our cli-
mate targets and upgrad-
ing them. We are taking
new initiatives in renew-
able energy, e-mobility,
ethanol-blended fuels,
and green hydrogen.
These initiatives can
start producing better re-
sults on ground through
technological innova-
tions," she said.

The President said
technology in today's
world has social, eco-
nomic, political, educa-
tional, environmental
and geo-political dimen-
sions. It is continuously
evolving and impacting
every arena. She ex-
pressed hope that engi-
neers would come out
with innovative tech-
nologies for the benefit of
public at large and im-
prove the quality of life
of the people.
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Sikh devotees visit the Golden Temple to participate in the birth anniversary celebrations of Guru Gobind Singh
Ji, in Amritsar, Thursday.

BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATIONS 

President Droupadi Murmu with Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan and Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy
during a function at G. Narayanamma Institute of Technology
and Science for Women, in Hyderabad, Thursday.

Foundation stone laid for  ‘Redevelopment
of Bhubaneswar Railway Station’

Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vishnaw with Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi, MPs Aprajita Sarangi and Pratap Chandra Sarangi during
laying of foundation stone for Redevelopment of Bhubaneswar
Railway Station, in Bhubaneswar, Thursday. 

Before 2023 R-Day celebrations

TN’s rural landscape humming, young men rev up training
̈ To take on

mighty bulls

Jallikattu master trainers Mudakkathan Mani and 'Police'
Vinoth train young men in taming bulls at Veerapandi vil-
lage near Madurai, Monday.

COUGH SYRUP DEATHS

India seeks details
from Uzbekistan on

investigations
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2299  ((PPTTII))::  India is
in touch with the Uzbak authori-
ties and has sought details of
their investigation into the death
of 18 children after allegedly con-
suming cough syrup made by an
Indian firm, the External Affairs
Ministry said on Thursday. MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
also said consular assistance is
being provided to some linked to
the company who are facing
legal action there.

Noting that the Uzbek authori-
ties have not formally taken up
the matter with New Delhi, he
said,"nevertheless, our embassy
has contacted the Uzbek side
and is seeking further details of
their investigation ... We under-
stand that legal action has been
initiated by the Uzbek authorities
against some people, including
the local representative of the
company there".

"And in that context, we are
extending necessary consular
assistance to those individuals or
individual," he said. The com-
ments came even as a probe has
already been launched by the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation in connection with
the death of 18 children in
Uzbekistan allegedly linked to
the cough syrup, while the man-
ufacturing of Marion Biotech's
Dok-1 Max has also been sus-
pended.
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PREPARING FOR PREPARATION

̈ To Kota

̈ In some countries

Students at a photo studio in Kota’s coaching hub.

NDMC steps up efforts amid 
concerns over rise in COVID-19 cases 



Alert 
New Delhi: As security
was beefed up in Bodh
Gaya in Bihar following a
threat to Tibetan spiritual
leader Dalai Lama
allegedly from a Chinese
woman, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) on
Thursday called it “a
security issue” 
and refused to comment
further on it.

Capsize
Alappuzha: A tourist from
Andhra Pradesh died after
a houseboat, in which he
was staying, capsized in
the Punnamada lake here
on Thursday morning. The
deceased has been identi-
fied as Ramachandra
Reddy (60), police said.

UGC-NET 
New Delhi: The National
Eligibility Test (NET) to
determine the suitability
of students to be recruit-
ed as assistant professors
will be conducted from
February 21 to March 10,
2023, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) announced
on Thursday. The exam
will be a Computer Based
Test (CBT) in 83 subjects.

Test-fire
New Delhi,: The Indian Air
Force on Thursday suc-
cessfully test-fired the
extended range version of
BrahMos air launched
missile against a ship tar-
get from a SU-30MKI air-
craft, the government
said. The missile achieved
the desired mission objec-
tives in the Bay of Bengal
region, it said.

Snowfall
Srinagar: Srinagar and
other areas in the
Kashmir plains received
light snowfall, the sea-
son’s first, on Thursday
while moderate snow
broke the dry spell in the
Valley’s higher reaches,
officials said. Most of the
plains in the Valley,
including Srinagar,
received light snowfall
from late in the after-
noon, they said.

Trial 
Aurangabad: Train trials
on the newly electrified
Ankai to Aurangabad rail-
way route in Maharashtra
will start on Friday, an
official said here. The
first train will run with
electric traction by next
month after the trials are
complete, the 
South Central Railway
official said.

RISKING LIVES

Ferry passengers walk on a bamboo bridge after getting off a ship on a cold winter morning, in Guwahati, Thursday.
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BRIEF

Reliance Industries chairman
Mukesh Ambani’s son Anant

Ambani and Radhika
Merchant, in Nathdwara,

Thursday.
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New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday asked pharma
companies to ensure ade-
quate stocks and avail-
ability of all drugs, in-
cluding those for Covid
management, in the sup-
ply chain up to the retail
level amid rise in coron-
avirus cases in some
countries.

He reviewed the status,
adequacy of COVID-19
management drugs and
production capacities
with representatives of
pharma companies

through a virtual confer-
ence here so that India is
equipped to effectively
handle any situation.

This review meeting
was taken in view of the
spike in COVID-19 cases
in some countries includ-
ing China, an official
statement said.

Through a presenta-
tion, the minister was

briefed regarding the
evolving global scenario.

Mandaviya appreciat-
ed the pharma compa-
nies for their invaluable
contribution during the
pandemic in the country,
the statement said.

“India’s pharmaceuti-
cal industry is robust, re-
silient and responsive. It
is due to their strength
that we could not only
meet our down demand
during the pandemic, but
also be in a position to
supply medicines to 150
countries,” he said. This
was achieved without
any fall in quality and no

hike in the price of the
medicines, he stressed.

The pharma compa-
nies were asked to keep a
close watch on the global
supply chain scenario,
the statement said.

They were also asked
to closely monitor pro-
duction and availability
of APIs as well as formu-
lations of essential medi-
cines for Covid manage-
ment, it said.

They were asked to en-
sure adequate stocks and
availability of all drugs
including Covid drugs in
the supply chain up to
the retail level.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

A negative Covid re-
port will be a must for
passengers arriving in
India from China, Hong
Kong, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Thailand from January 1,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya
said on Thursday.

The Covid test must be
conducted within 72
hours of undertaking the
journey to India and the
negative report from the
RT-PCR test has to be up-
loaded on the Air
Suvidha portal before
their departure, the min-
ister said.

This requirement is in
addition to the random
testing of international
passengers on their ar-
rival in India irrespective
of their port of depar-
ture. Last week, the gov-
ernment made random
coronavirus testing
mandatory for two per
cent of passengers arriv-
ing on each international
flight.

Already many coun-
tries, including the US,
Japan, South Korea,
Taiwan and Italy have an-
nounced testing require-
ments for passengers
from China. The govern-

ment ramped up its sur-
veillance against Covid-
19 amid a spike in coron-
avirus cases in some
countries, including
China, and tightened
Covid guidelines and
asked states and Union
territories to prepare for
any eventuality.

According to the Union
health ministry data on
Thursday, India recorded
268 new coronavirus in-
fections, while the active
cases increased to 3,552.

The daily positivity
rate was recorded at 0.11
per cent while the weekly
positivity was pegged at
0.17 per cent, the ministry
said.

New Delhi, Dec 29
(PTI): In a major
move to increase
voter participation,
the Election
Commission on
Thursday said it has
developed a proto-
type of a remote elec-
tronic voting ma-
chine (RVM) for do-
mestic migrant vot-
ers and has invited

political parties for a
demonstration on
January 16. If implement-
ed after stakeholder con-
sultations, migrant voters
do not need to travel to
their home district to ex-
ercise their franchise.
Terming counting of
votes cast at remote
booths and their transmis-

sion to the returning offi-
cer in other states as a
“technological challenge”,
Election Commission (EC)
officials said RVMs will be
developed as “a robust,
failproof and efficient
stand-alone system” based
on existing electronic vot-

ing machines and will not
be connected to the inter-
net. Based on feedback
from various stakeholders
and the demonstration of
the prototype, the EC will
appropriately carry for-
ward the process of imple-
menting remote voting,

according to a statement.
The poll panel has also
floated a concept note on
remote voting and sought
the views of political par-
ties on the legal, adminis-
trative and technological
challenges in implement-
ing it.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The CBI has arrested
an officer of the Indian
Defence Accounts
Service in a case of al-
leged bribery of Rs 10
lakh, officials said on
Thursday.

It is alleged that a
company based in Jind
in Haryana had trans-
ferred the money to a
middleman seeking
favours from the 1988-
batch officer, they said.

The officer posted as
Integrated Finance
Advisor with the South
Western Command in
Jaipur was allegedly
favouring several com-

panies in giving clear-
ances for contracts and
clearing their bills,
they said.

The CBI had received
the information
through its sources
about the alleged activi-
ties of the officer, they
said.

The agency got to
know that a payment of
Rs 10 lakh was made to
a suspected middleman
for allegedly seeking
favours from the officer
after which the agency
nabbed him, they said.

He was later arrested
by the agency after
completion of formali-
ties, they said.

Dantewada, Dec 29: Two
Maoists wanted in murder
cases and carrying a boun-
ty of Rs 10,000 each have
been arrested in
Dantewada district, police
said on Thursday.

A joint team of the
District Reserve Guard and
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
was out on a search opera-
tion in Aranpur police sta-
tion area on Wednesday
when it spotted the two
Maoists in a forest near
Gonderas village while
they were trying to escape,
Dantewada Additional
Superintendent of Police
RK Barman said.

The duo was apprehend-
ed after a short chase, he
said. They were identified

as Dula Sodhi (29) and
woman Deve Kowasi (32),
who were active as lower
rung cadres, the police
said.

The two were wanted in
incidents of murder and
attempt to murder in the
area. They were carrying a
reward of Rs 10,000 each on
their head, Barman said.

Bodh Gaya, Dec 29: 

The Bihar police have
detained a suspected
Chinese woman in Bodh
Gaya in connection with
alleged threat to Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai
Lama and are interro-
gating her, J S Gangwar,
ADG (headquarters) con-
firmed to ANI.

The ADG (headquar-
ters) said that she had
been detained in connec-
tion with the alleged
threat to Dalai Lama.

“Police detained the
suspected (Chinese)
woman in Bodh Gaya in
connection with an al-
leged threat to Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai
Lama. She is being inter-
rogated,” he said.

Earlier in the morn-
ing, a security alert was
sounded in Bodh Gaya
district where the Dalai
Lama is scheduled to
participate in public dis-
courses after intelli-
gence agencies alerted
local police about a
Chinese woman’s pres-
ence and suspected ac-
tivities. The security
agencies released the
sketch of the suspected
woman and started

searching for the
Chinese woman in Gaya,
suspected of spying on
Dalai Lama.

Gaya Senior
Superintendent of
Police (SSP), Harpreet
Kaur said, “Local police
has received inputs
about a Chinese woman
who has been living in
Gaya. We were getting
inputs on her for the last
two years. In view of
this, an alert has been
given and searches are
underway.” “There is no
information at present
about the location of the
Chinese woman. We can-
not rule out suspicion of
her being a Chinese spy,”
SSP Kaur said.

According to inputs,
the suspected Chinese
spy had been living in
different parts of the
country including Bodh
Gaya for more than one
year. However, there is
no record in the foreign
section about the stay of
the Chinese woman.

The Dalai Lama has
this year resumed his
annual tour to Bodh
Gaya, which had been
suspended for the last
two years due to the
Covid pandemic.

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The BJP received Rs
351.50 crore or 72.17 per
cent of the total donations
made to political parties
by Electoral Trusts in
2021-22, while the
Congress received less
than the TRS, Samajwadi
Party, AAP and the YSR
Congress, according to the
Association for
Democratic Reforms.
Electoral trust is a non-
profit organisation formed
in India for orderly receiv-
ing of contributions from
corporate entities and in-
dividuals to political par-
ties. It aims at improving
transparency in the usage
of funds for election-relat-
ed expenses.

The BJP received nine-
teen times more donations
than the Congress in 2021-
22 from electoral trust, the
ADR data showed. The
total donations to the BJP
were over 2.5 times of
what went to the other
nine parties. The
Association for
Democratic Reforms, in its
analysis of Electoral

Trusts, said Rs 351.50 crore
or 72.17 per cent of the
total donations received by
all political partiesin 2021-
22 went to the BJP.

According to ADR, the
Congress received Rs 18.44
crore from electoral trust,
while the TRS received Rs
40 crore, Samajwadi Party
Rs 27 crore, Aam Aadmi
Party Rs 21.12 crore and
YSR Congress Rs 20 crore.

The SAD received Rs 7
crore, Punjab Lok
Congress Party Rs 1 crore,
Goa Forward Party and
DMK Rs 50 lakh each
through electoral trust,
the report said. Electoral
Trusts which have de-
clared receiving contribu-
tions during FY 2021-22,
have received a total
amount of Rs 487.09 crore
from corporates and indi-
viduals and distributed Rs
487.06 crore (99.99 per cent)
to various political par-
ties, the Association for
Democratic Reforms said.

E i g h t y - n i n e
corporate/business hous-
es contributed Rs 475.80
crore to Electoral Trusts
in FY 2021-22, 62 con-

tributed Rs 456.30 crore to
Prudent Electoral Trust,
two corporates con-
tributed Rs 10.00 crore to
AB General Electoral
Trust, three corporates
contributed Rs 5 crore to
Samaj Electoral Trust and
15 corporates contributed
Rs 2.20 crore to
Independent Electoral
Trust. The ADR said 40 in-
dividuals have contributed
to Electoral Trusts in FY
2021-22, 13 individuals con-
tributed Rs 8.53 crore to
Prudent Electoral Trust,
15 individuals contributed
Rs 2.61 crore to
Independent Electoral
Trust and 12 individuals
gave a total of Rs 14.34
lakh to Small Donation
Electoral Trust. Arcelor
Mittal Nippon Steel India
Ltd contributed the high-
est amount worth Rs 70.00
crore amongst all donors
of the Electoral Trusts, fol-
lowed by Acrelor Mittal
Design and Engg Centre
Pvt Ltd with Rs 60 crore
and Bharti Airtel Limited
which contributed Rs 51
crore, to various Trusts,
the report said.

STAMPEDE TRAGEDY

Toll rises to Eight
AAmmaarraavvaattii,,  DDeecc  2299  ((PPTTII)):: One
more person who was injured
in a stampede during a pro-
gramme organised by the
Telugu Desam Party in
Kandukur town in Nellore dis-
trict succumbed while under-
going treatment on Wednesday
night, taking the toll to eight,
police said on Thursday.

The victims, including two
women, died and eight others
were injured on Wednesday
after they fell in a drainage
canal when the Leader of
Opposition N Chandrababu
Naidu was addressing a road-
show there.

People gathered in large
numbers at the venue and
there was some jostling among
the public during the meeting,
leading to a stampede at the
canal, they had said based on
initial information.

GOVT TO PHARMA FIRMS

‘Ensure adequate stocks, availability of all drugs’
Including those for Covid management

Covid -ve report mandatory for flyers 
 From 6 nations
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N EC comes up with RVM prototype
For migrant voters

Block diagram of RVM.

Congress opposes
The Congress on Thursday
came out against the Election
Commission’s proposal for a
remote voting system for
migrant workers, and said it
should first allay the
Opposition’s apprehension
about misuse of EVMs before
extending its application
which “would seriously
undermine trust” in the elec-
toral system.

CBI arrests Defence
Accounts Service officer 

Two Maoists wanted
in murder cases held 

About the arrest
A joint team of the District
Reserve Guard and
Chhattisgarh Armed Force
was out on a search operation
in Aranpur police station area
on Wednesday when it spot-
ted the two Maoists in a forest
near Gonderas village while
they were trying to escape.

Chinese woman held, threat
to Dalai Lama averted

ASR REPORT

Cong income through Electoral Trusts
less than TRS, SP, AAP, YSRC

BJP got 72% donations

RS 10 LAKH BRIBERY CASE CBSE releases
class 10, 12 
date sheet

New Delhi, Dec 29
(PTI): The Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on
Thursday announced
class 10 and 12 board
examinations will
begin from February
15.

Releasing the date
sheet, the board said
sufficient gap has
been given between
two subjects, and
other factors such as
competitive entrance
tests have also been
taken into account
in deciding the
dates.

Examination will
begin at 10.30 am.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2299::  Mohonish Mallick
Monnappa, S/o BSP employee
Surajit Mallick, DGM (TSD) and
Dechamma Mallick, has joined
NDA 149th batch as a Fighter Pilot
cadet on December 26, 2022 in
what appears to be  a rather un-
usual career in an era when collec-
tive fascination revolves around
choosing either engineering or
medical as a career option.
Mohonish has spent his formative
years in Bhilai, completing his
schooling in the steel township.  

An enviable study environment,
support from family and friends
and the overall growth atmos-
phere due to the presence of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in the region
helped Mohonish to progress to-
wards unchartered territory. The
freedom offered to choose his pro-
fession and the able support of his
parents helped him to take this
decision to join the Airforce. 

As per official communication
from the government issued on
November 17, 2022, on the basis

of written exam conducted by
UPSC and subsequent interview
held by Service Selection Boards
(SSBs), 519 candidates were
shortlisted for Army, Air Force and
Navy wing for admission in the
149th batch  NDA, the prestigious
tri-force Military Academy of the
country.

Around 66 candidates only
have qualified for Air Force
(Flying) branch to train as fighter
pilots,  although around 90 seats
are usually earmarked every year
in NDA, owing to  stringent med-
ical fitness standards this year. 

Mohonish, who  has a mixed
parentage, is a half-Coorgi and a
half-Bengali as his mother belongs
to Karnataka's Coorg District. It
was during his selection process
at Air Force Selection Board - 3
(Gandhinagar), Air Force Selection
Board - 2 (Mysore) and Base
Hospital Delhi Cantonment that he
came across young NDA cadets
impeccably dressed up in army at-
tire, an observation whichtrig-
gered  his fascination to be one of
these men-in-uniform.

During the entire selection jour-
ney which comprised four-phase
selection  process (Written Exam,
SSB, Pilot Aptitude Test, Medical
Examination followed by Appeal
Review), the teachers from his
school kept pouring their bless-
ings and wishes on Mohonish so
much so that they actually
arranged for a telephonic talk
with Lieutenant General Harinder
Singh (retd), a Bhilai-grown  boy
himself and a much-decorated
Officer of the Indian Army. 

During a candid talk, Mohonish
shared his deep sense of admira-
tion and gratitude for all his teach-
ers of DPS Bhilai and especially
for ParshantVashisht, Principal of
DPS Bhilai; Suman Kumar Tripathi,
his class teacher; Narinder Kaur,
his teacher and Joshi Cherien, his
teacher and football coach. 

Besides being an adventure
junkie,  Mohonish is trained in
Indian Classical Music under the
tutelage of Guru Manik
Chakraborty  and was a regular
member of DPS Music Choir as a
vocalist and guitarist.  In his own
confession, however, long and
challenging motorcycle rides
along meandering hill routes in
Coorg amidst incessant downpour
during monsoon was something
he was always passionate about.
In a dramatic gesture to honour his
love for motorcycling,  two dare-
devil bikers Darshan Chinnappa
and LikithBiddappa, both his ma-
ternal-uncles rode from Coorg to
Pune on their bike covering a dis-
tance of around 1200 Km riding to
witness his joining event. 

Mohonish Mallick joins NDA as Fighter Pilot Cadet

SRG organises district level
Inter ITI Cricket Tournament

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2299::  For the first time
in the state, Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions, organised
a four-day district level Inter ITI
Cricket Tournament (Day-
Night) from December 22-25,
2022 "Rungta Premier League"
for ITI students. A total of 16
teams participated in this com-
petition, including Government
ITI Bhilai, Prism ITI Patan,
Government ITI Patan,
Government ITI Dhamdha,
Rajendraprasad ITI Risali,
Mansa ITI Kurud, Government
ITI Durg, Shreyas ITI Dhaur,
Shri Sai ITI Bhilai, Agrasen ITI
Bhilai, Sandipani ITI Durg, Sun
ITI Durg and BM ITI Durg. This
grand cricket tournament was
inaugurated and the trophy was
unveiled by the chairman
Sanjay Rungta.

The final match of 10 overs
of Rungta Premier League was
played between Government
ITI Bhilai and Government ITI
Durg. After winning the toss
government ITI Durg decided
for the bowling first.
Government ITI Bhilai set a
huge target of 167 runs where
as government ITI Durg's team
managed to score only 129
runs. Govt ITI Bhilai earned the
winner position of Rungta
Premier League. During the
final match, Rishugir Goswami
of Government ITI Bhilai who
scored 122 runs in 38 balls
earned the title of Man of the
Match and Man of the Series as

well.
Training in-charge of

Government ITI Durg AA
Mansoori joined to enjoy the
final match and said that
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions, has taken such an
initiative for the first time in the
state for the ITI students and
also express his gratitude to
Chairman Sanjay Rungta for or-
ganizing such a grand event for
the students of ITI.

The winning team was re-
warded with a RPL-winner tro-
phy, cash amount of Rs 11000/-
and a scholarship of Rs 5100/-
to each player and the runner-
up team was rewarded with a
RPL-runner-up trophy, cash
amount of Rs 5100/- and a
scholarship amount of Rs
3100/- to each player by the
hands of Chairman Sanjay
Rungta.

Rishugir Goswami of
Government ITI Bhilai reward-
ed with a trophy of Man of the
Series, cash amount of Rs
2100/- and Rs 1100/- for Man of
the Match by the hands of
Director Dr Saket Rungta.
Along with this, the Captain of
runner-up team, Suryakant of
Government ITI Durg, was
awarded with an amount of Rs
1100 for his fantastic perform-
ance under pressure.

Chairman Sanjay Rungta,
Director Dr Saket Rungta ap-
preciated the organising com-
mittee for successfully organiz-
ing the grand event of Rungta
Premier League.

Performance Enhancement
Programme culminates 

at DAV Hudco

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: The three
days workshop on the per-
formance enhancement
programme for the teach-
ers of Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, Mathematics,
Social science, Commerce,
ICT and EEDP concluded
on Thursday at DAV
Public school Hudco.

The workshop was
loaded with discussions,
demo classes and activi-
ties dealing with various
problems of children of
different 1Q levels and
technical issues dealing
with the preparation of
question papers, various
ways ofrevisions, assess-
ments, promoting emo-
tional Intelligence, portfo-
lio and many more tricks
and tips.

The objective of this
performance enhance-
ment programme was to
provide a platform for the
delegates to discuss the ad-
vancements and current
trends inPhysics,
Chemistry, Biology,
Mathematics, Social sci-
ence, Accountancy and
Business studies,
Economics, ICT and EEDP
where they not only par-
ticipated but also con-
tributed their valuable
thoughts and ideas that
are tested and tried thus
making the workshop a
huge success.

The delegates also
thanked Prashant Kumar
(DRO, DAV Institutions,
CG Zone- A) for organising
such workshops and gave
assurance to implement
all such techniques and

methodology in their
teaching.

The workshop culminat-
ed with the valedictory
function where the plat-
form was aggrandized by
Prashant Kumar
(Principal DAV Hudco
cum DRO CG Zone), Dr BP
Sahu (ARO cum Principal
DAV ISPAT Public School
Nandini), Pranit Jain
(Principal cum ARO DAV
MMPS Pamgarh,
Champa), SK Pandey (HM,
DAVPS SECL, Chirimiri)
and Anamika Bharati
(Principal DAV SECL
Korba) where Prashant
Kumar congratulated the
resource persons for the
successful conduction of
the workshop.

Speaking on the occa-
sion he highlighted the im-
portance of such work-
shops which will indirect-
ly help children to per-
form well in their exams
and also keep the educa-
tors motivated providing
them with chance to step
out of their regular sched-
ule and enhance their
skill.

He further added that
children are the building
blocks of the nation and
we only are responsible to
help them grow in an opti-
mistic manner. Moreover,
all our hard work, efforts
and endeavours should re-
volve around the achieve-
ment of each student's po-
tential, academic, social
and emotional develop-
ment.

The resource persons
were honoured with me-
mentos. The function con-
cluded with shanti path.

Bhilai Mayor's effort result in fast
repair & maintenance work of roads 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: The ef-
forts put in my BMC
Mayor Neeraj Pal towards
giving facelift to city has
started showing result.
Repair and maintenance
of roads to the tune of
crores are being initiated
under Bhilai Corporation
area. The departmental
process of repair and
maintenance of roads in
various areas of the corpo-
ration is being done at a
fast pace.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh Bhupesh
Baghel, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation is promptly
implementing it. Under
the direction of Bhilai

Nagar MLA Devendra
Yadav and Mayor Neeraj
Pal the work has been
started on roads in
Khursipar are.
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
has instructed the officers
to get the work done at a
fast pace keeping in mind
the quality of the roads.

On the instructions of
Mayor Neeraj Pal and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
Rs 9 crore has been sanc-
tioned for repair of roads,
BT road renovation/pot-
hole repair in each zone of
the corporation. Under
this tarring will be done
from Nehru Nagar to KPS,

KPS to Surya Mall,
Khamaria, Priyadarshini
Complex and South
Gangotri area,
Gauravpath, area in front
of Muktidham via Azad
Chowk, Jalebi Chowk to
Subhash Chowk, Nandani
Road, Baikundham area,
Renovation of roads from
Shivshakti Colony Road,
Kishan Chowk to Sheetla
Mandir Road, Chhawni
Chowk to HathkhojPulia,
renovation of roads from
ITI Service Road to
Shivalay MPR Road via
Shri Ram Chowk to
Service Road and asphalt-
ing works in HUDCO area.
Due to the rains, the works
of many roads were left in-
complete, they will also be
completed.

Neeraj Pal inaugurates 
vending zone at Nehru 

Nagar Square

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: A magnifi-
cent vending zone has
been prepared near Nehru
Nagar Square which was
inaugurated by Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal in the
presence of BMC
Commissioner Rohit Vyas.
Beautiful kiosks have been
placed in the vending
zone, giving an attractive
look to the venue. The
kiosks have been installed
in attractive colours in the
same pattern, which has
increased the grandeur of
the venue.

Earlier, shops were oper-
ating at this place in a dis-
organized manner, which
was not even looking good.
In view of which Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
had instructed the officials
to set up vending zones at
the Square of Nehru
Nagar.

This has given a system-
atic, welcoming and neat
view to the place.
Attractive potted plants
have been placed in the
vending zone, paver blocks
have been placed to create
a dust free area, adequate
lighting has been provided
for illumination at night
due to which it will be easi-
er for the kiosk/shop oper-
ators as well as the cus-
tomers to buy from here.

Seven kiosks have been
set up in the vending zone.

Priority has been given to
those already operating
shops at this place in the
vending zone.

It needs a mention that
the design of the kiosk
was provided to the opera-
tors by the officials of the
corporation and the ven-
dors have only construct-
ed the shop for which loan
has been provided from
the National Urban
Livelihood Mission.

The corporation has
completed the survey
work for vending zones
and the work of making
vending zones is being
done at select places. On
the instructions of Mayor
Neeraj Pal and
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
vending zones will be set
up in other zones as well.

Vending zone is being
prepared with clean envi-
ronment and well organ-
ized shops. Bhilai
Corporation is working
diligently regarding this.

As a result of which
today the city has got a
vending zone at Nehru
Nagar Chowk in Bhilai.
District President Mukesh
Chandrakar, MIC member
Sandeep Nirankari, Zone
Commissioner Rajendra
Nayak, Assistant
Engineer Alok Pashine,
Vinita Verma, Deputy
Engineer Shweta Verma,
Vinita Nirmalkar etc.
were present during the
inauguration.

Hero Under 17 Youth Cup Football
matches inaugurated at Pant Stadium

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2299:: The much
awaitedHero Under-17 Youth
Cup 2022-23 was inaugurated
by Anirban Dasgupta, Director
I/c (BSP) on Thursday at Pant
stadium. TapanSutradhar, ED
(Mines), MM Gadre, ED (P &
A,) Aseemanand Maharaj from
Ramakrishna Mission,
Narayanpur, Nisha Soni, CGM
(Pers), Samir Swarup, CGM
(Mines &Rowghat), SK Soni,
GM (P-NW & Mines), Dr
Anupam Lal, Additional CMO,
Shahid Ahmad, GM(M & HS)
and President, BSP Football
Club, Dr Sanjay Gandhi,
Secretary, Chhattisgarh
Football Association, SK
Jakhar, DGM(SRG), OP Sagar,
Secretary, BSP Football Club,
Deepak Sharma, Match
Commissioner, Saroj Jha, SM
(TSD), Mohan Lal, ex-Football
coach,  and other Senior offi-
cials were present on the occa-
sion.

Chief Guest Anirban
Dasgupta inaugurated the
tournament by kicking a
Football at Pant stadium
Football ground and greeting

the Football players. We feel
fortunate to arrange this venue
for the tournament for talent-
ed players, with players from
Abujmarh too who have been
inspired by RK Mission,
Narayanpur to take up this
sport. These matches will give
impetus to the State and
Nation. I hope minimum 2
teams from this tournament
qualify for the National
Knockout tournament. I have
full faith in these young players
that they will qualify for the
World Cup in the future. We
need to polish them like
Diamonds to make them shine,
he said.

Aseemanand Maharaj from
Ramakrishna Mission stated
that it is a matter of pride that
BSP is supporting RK Mission
to take football forward, help-
ing in the overall development
of the players. 

The first match began at
10:00 hrs on December 29,
2022 between RKM Football
Academy CG and Diamond
Rock Football Academy MP.
Diamond Rock won by 02-00.
Both goals were scored by
Adivek Naidu at the 4th minute
and 89th minute.

The second match on the in-
augural day was at 14:30 hrs
between Chenniyan FC and

The Premier Sports FA Bihar.
The first half score Chenniyan
was 05-00. Goals scored were
1st goal at 16 minute by
MohdFarzeen, 2nd goal at 37
minute by MohdFarzeen, 3rd
goal at 39 minute by Vijesh, 4th
goal at 42 minute by
LalremRuata and 5th goal self
goal by Akash Singh. The 6th
goal at 55 minute was by
AbittoChenniyan FC. The 1st
goal of Premier Sports FA
Bihar team was by Shivam
Kumar Dubey at 64 minute.
The final score was Chenniyan
FC 06 and The Premier Sports
FA Bihar 01.

On December 30, 2022 there

is no match as there are
matches on alternate days. On
December 31, 2022, first match
will be with Chennaiyan FC vs
RKM FA at 09:30 hrs while the
Second match will be with
Muthoot FA Kerala vs Premier
Sporting FA at 14:30 hrs.

50 teams are participating in
10 venues across the Nation,
with 5 teams in each venue.
Five teams representing
Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh would play each other
twice in the Hero Under-17
Youth Cup 2022-23 at football
ground in Pant Stadium,
Sector 1. The tournament

matches in Bhilai are being
sponsored by SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant, All India Football
Federation and Chhattisgarh
Football Association. 

The teams that are playing
in Bhilai include the state
school champion team from
RK Mission, Narayanpur that is
representing Chhattisgarh,
Mutthoot Football Academy
representing Kerala, Chennai
Football Club, Premier
Sporting Academy represent-
ing Bihar and Diamond Rock
Football Academy representing
Madhya Pradesh.

The football teams of RK
Mission, Narayanpur are spon-
sored by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant. RK Mission with whom
SAIL-BSP has partnered in
many CSR activities in
Rowghat region of Bastar, in-
cluding jointly organising Khel
Mela at Narayanpur every year
for schoolchildren in the tribal
belt, has been encouraging
tribal youth to take up football.
Besides sponsoring the RK
Mission football teams, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant extends fi-
nancial support and provides
kits etc to the players.
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Durg University VC continues surprise inspection in colleges
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 29: Principals
should compulsorily be
present in their colleges
during the examinations.
Absence of the principal
makes it difficult to solve
any problem in the con-
duct of the examination.

These words were ex-
pressed by Vice
Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg, Dr
ArunaPalta after surprise
inspection of semester ex-
aminations of various col-
leges. Dr Palta said that
due to the absence of the
principal of the college,
both teachers and employ-
ees do not take the cadre
examinations seriously,
due to which there is al-

ways a possibility of error.
Dr Palta said that there is
a clear instruction of the
Department of Higher
Education, Government of
Chhattisgarh that if a
principal stays on neces-
sary work leave or goes out
of the college for a short
period, then it is necessary
to inform the Additional
Director, Higher
Education, but during the
surprise inspection, no in-
formation related to the
colleges in which princi-
pals were found absent
was available with the
Additional Director of
Durg Division.

It is worth mentioning
that for the smooth con-
duct of the ongoing semes-
ter examinations under

Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg, the Vice
Chancellor and the offi-
cials of the university are
continuously conducting
surprise inspections of
the colleges. Dean Student

Welfare of the University,
Dr Prashant Srivastava
said that necessary action
is being taken in connec-
tion with the cheating case
by confiscating five mobile
phones from Kabirdham

district. The Vice-
Chancellor, Dr Palta and
the NSS Coordinator of
the University, Dr RP
Aggarwal made a surprise
inspection of Government
Shivnath Science College,
Government Kamla Devi
Rathi Girls College and
Government College
Thelkadih of
Rajnandgaon.

The examinations were
being conducted smoothly
in these colleges and was
found to be satisfactory.
The Vice-Chancellor di-
rected the Principal of the
Government Shivnath
Science College that maxi-
mum teachers of the col-
lege should do the exam
work in the examinations.

The second inspection

team of the University,
under the leadership of
Dean Student Welfare, Dr
Prashant Srivastava, con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion of Government
KhubchandBaghel Post
Graduate College, Bhilai
03, Government Mohan
Lal Jain College,
Khursipar and St Thomas
College, Bhilai.

During inspection, ex-
aminations were found to
be conducted smoothly in
all the three colleges. The
sports director of the uni-
versity, Dr Dinesh
Namdev, Assistant
Registrar, Himanshu
Shekhar Mandavi,
Digvijay Kumar were in-
cluded in this inspection
team.



BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATIONS

The Sikh Devotees dressed in the attire took out  massive procession on occasion of birth anniversary of Guru
Gobind Singhji here on Thursday.

CSCS gears up for maiden ODI match at Naya Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS)
has geared up to host the
maiden One Day
International Cricket
match at Naya Raipur-
based Veer Narayan
Singh International
Cricket Stadium on
January 21 when Men in
Blue will face the visit-
ing New Zealand in sec-
ond of the three-match
series.

Organizing maiden
ODI International Match
at Raipur would be cru-

cial for the CSCS ahead
of the scheduled ICC
World Cup ODI tourna-
ment later next year.

CSCS has already
started working on es-
sential points in accor-
dance to the BCCI guide-
lines for organizing the
January 21 ODI against
New Zealand team.
CSCS would be announc-
ing the time and venue

for the Raipur ODI
match.

Former CSCS
President Prabhtej
Singh Bhatia who is one
of the members of BCCI
Body as well as present
CSCS President Jubin
Shah and Vijay Shah
have extended gratitude
towards the BCCI
Secretary Jai Shah for
giving an opportunity to

CSCS for the Raipur ODI
match. Key decisions
would be taken at the
CSCS meeting on
Thursday as it wants to
make the scheduled ODI
match a mega event at
the Naya Raipur
Stadium which has the
capacity of more than 65
thousand spectators. It
has already won appreci-
ations after successfully
hosting the IPL matches
for Delhi team as well as
few other matches of
Champions League
Cricket tournament.
Former Team India play-
ers like Sachin
Tendulkar, Virendra
Sehwag, Yuraj Singh and
others have also played
matches at the venue
which is eagerly waiting
for January 21 ODI
match against Kiwis.

Variety of cultural programmes mark annual function

Raipur, Dec 29:
Annual function of Smt.
Pramila Gokuldas Daga
Girls College, Kutchery
Chowk, Raipur was organ-
ised here on Thursday in
the College premises. The
programme started with
lighting of the traditional
lamp and garlanding the
idol of Goddess Saraswati.

During this, colourful
cultural programmes were
presented by the girl stu-
dents. The cultural
progammes started with
‘Ganesh Vandana’, followed
with presentation of
Kashmiri, Marathi and
Western dance by the girl
students. The students

thoroughly enjoyed all the
programmes and later
could not stop themselves
from dancing in the pro-
gramme of songs by
Khagesh Orchestra and
Group.

On this occasion the
Chief Guest Dr Kiranmayi

Nayak, Chairperson State
Women’s Commission ex-
plained the importance of
college studies to girl stu-
dents and held the gradua-
tion studies as mort impor-
tant part of life. She told
the students to make good
use of the time. She also ap-

prised them about the nec-
essary things to make path
for healthy future for self
and shared some of her
own experiences, highlight-
ing negative and positive
aspects in today’s social
scenario. On this occasion
some girl students also
shared their views with the
Chief Guest.

President of the organi-
zation Ajay Tiwari explain-
ing the importance of edu-
cation to girls stressed on
all-round development of
girl students. The annual
report was presented by the
Principal of the College Dr
Sangeetha Ghai. The stu-
dent union in-charge Dr
Smriti Aggarwal proposed
the vote of thanks. All the
staff of the College con-
tributed immensely in
making this annual func-
tion a grand success.

Power Plants can be re-started in 28 minutes

Raipur, Dec 29: In case of
emergency black-out, a
mockdrill for start-up
power supply to the power
plants through Hasdeo
Bango Hydel Power Plant
was successfully held at
Chhattisgarh State Load
Dispatch Centre here on
Thursday. Through this

mock-drill it was ensured
that in case of any emer-
gency sitaution of black-
out, power from the start-up
power of Hasdeo Bango
Hydel Power Plant can be
sent in just 28 minutes to
start the power plants in
Korba (West).

It is notable here that in
case of any situation like
that of black-out, it is gener-
ally very difficult to re-start
the power plants and for
this power if required im-
mediately and it can be
done only through Hydel
Power Plants. A mock-drill
in this regard was success-

fully held under the pres-
ence and able guidance of
MD CSPTCL Ujjawala
Baghel and MD CSPGCL
Sanjeev Kumar Katiyar
here on Thursday.

This monitoring of this
‘Black Start Mock-drill’ exe-
cuted from Load Dispatch
Centre of CSPTCL in
Danganiya was done by the
expert engineers of
Western Region Load
Dispatch Centre Mumbai
through video-conferenc-
ing. As per the provisions of
Indian Electricity Grade
Code and State Gird Code, it
is compulsory twice in a

year go through such mock-
drill. During this, ED State
Load Dispatch Centre of
Daganiya KS Manothia, CL
Netam, CE KK Bhagat, KK
Bhourase, Addl. CE Sharda
Sonwani Avinash Sonekar,
R Arvind, SE Sanjay
Choudhary, GK Mandavi,
Anil Agrawal, Pushpa
Pillai, EE Arjun Prasad, GP
Singh, AE Vindhyachal
Gupta, Preeti Gupta,
Juvena Gomes, Pushkar
Verma, EE from production
unit KK Bajaj, Hitendra
Markandey and others were
present.

In this the AEs posted in

the control units of state
Load Dispatch centre viz.
Prem Jaiswal, Rekha
Sharma, Amit Shrivastava,
played an important role in
successful execution of as-
sistant-grade-1 mock-drill.

In the same way SE
Bango Hydel Power Plant
MS Khan and his team, VK
Pandey and his team from
Power Plant of Korba (W);
Transmission centre to
Korba (E), Jamnipali and
Churikhurd and SE from
Kharmora Power Sub-
Station- DS Patel and his
team; SE from
Transmission  Unit PL
Sidar and his team and
Korba (E) Jamnipali and
Churrikhurd and EE from
‘Sanchar and Telemetery’
unit Ajay Kanwar, JL Uraon
and his team also played im-
portant role in successfull
execution of this mock-
drill.

Inter-state gang of thieves busted

Raipur, Dec 29: Raipur
Police have busted inter-
state gang of thieves by ar-
resting three of its mem-
bers for their alleged in-
volvement in the recent
incidents of theft at vari-
ous parts of the capital
Raipur. The action was
taken on three complaints
against theft incident.

In one such complaint
lodged with DD Nagar
Police Station com-
plainant Mangla
Shrivastav told that she
had gone to Korba after
locking her house (MIG-
82), Sector-2 DD Nagar
Raipur on December 6. On
her return on December

10 she found the front door
of her house broken and
when she entered her
house she found the locker
in almirah broken and
gold and silver ornaments
and cash were missing
from almirah.

Similarly unidentified
thieves broke open empty
house of complainant
Samarendra Singh at
Kanchan Ganga Phase-2
DD Nagar in the interven-
ing night of 13th and 14th
December and fled with
gold and silver ornaments
with cash from almirah of
the house.

In another such inci-
dent unidentified thieves
fled after stealing gold and
silver ornaments and cash
from almirah of the house
of one Avinash Singh
Thakur in DD Nagar
R o h i n i p u r a m .
Unidentified thieves had

entered the house through
window after cutting its
grill.

Taking serious note of
all such incidents of theft
the Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal in-
structed ASP City/Crime
Abhishek Maheshwari,
ASP Dev Charan Patel,
CSP Purani Basti Rajesh
Choudhary, DSP Crime
Dinesh Sinha, In-charge
Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit and DD Nagar Police
in-charge to carry out in-
vestigation and arrest
thieves at earliest.
Subsequently the joint
team of anti crime and
cyber unit and DD Nagar
police conducted spot in-
spection besides inquiring
the complainants and ex-
amined the footages of the
CCTV cameras installed
near the sites.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: Police
have arrested bike-
borne thieves who
were allegedly in-
volved in looting mo-
biles by roaming
around different parts
of the capital. Police
have recovered four
mobiles from their
possession.

The action comes
after police received a
tip off that two youth
on motorcycle were
looking for buyers of
mobile phones near
Jagannath Chowk in
Saraswati Nagar area.
On the instructions of
the senior officers the
joint team of anti
crime and cyber and
police station went to

the spot mentioned by
the informer and
caught the suspects.

During interroga-
tion arrested youth
gave their identity as
Rohit Sahu and
Shravan Kumar, resi-
dents of Gudiyari.

During search three
mobile phones were
found in dicky of vehi-
cle. During interroga-
tion they did not show
any valid document.
During strict interro-
gation they confessed
of looting mobile
phones along with
some other accom-
plices. Police also
seized two-wheeler
from their possession
and registered offence
under relevant sec-
tion.

BJP creates ruckus over lack of
development, cleanliness

Raipur, Dec 29:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers on
Thursday created ruckus
after staging demonstra-
tion at Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) head-
quarters to register
protest against lack of de-
velopment works and in-
adequate cleanliness
across the city.

During the demonstra-
tion, the BJP workers
raised slogans against the
RMC Mayor and
Commissioner to register
protest and also climbed
the RMC headquarters
building during the
demonstration.

A large number of BJP

workers reached the RMC
headquarters from differ-
ent Municipal Wards to
register protest against
the RMC administration.

BJP Raipur City Unit
President Jayanti Patel
said that several irregular-
ities including corruption
have been taken place dur-
ing the last few years
whereas the Congress
regime has failed to deliv-
er the promises it had
made to the people which
has created resentment, he

alleged.
Before reaching the

RMC headquarters, the
BJP workers organized
Street Plays in all the 70
Municipal Wards to high-
light the failures of RMC
administration.

BJP MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, former Minister
and Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat led the demonstra-
tion and addressed the
public meeting in front of
the RMC building before
staging demonstration.

CM terms lapses in Rahul’s 
security as highly unfortunate

Raipur, Dec 29: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel speaking to
media persons held the
lacunae in the security
during Rahul Gandhi’s
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ as
highly unfortunate and a
cause of concern.

Actually Congress has
written a letter to the
Home Ministry about
the lapses in Rahul
Gandhi’s security dur-
ing his ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’. Congress has
charged that the Delhi
police has failed to pro-
vide proper security to
Rahul during his entry
in Delhi and it failed on
various fronts.

No sooner the Rahul
Gandhi’s yatra reached
Delhi, there were lapses
in his security and the
Delhi police failed to pro-
vide necessary security
to Rahul and failed to
cordon the area he was
passing.

It is notable here that
Rahul Gandhi has got Z+
security. KC Venugopal
has written that situa-
tion after lack of securi-
ty had worsened and it is
the Congress party

workers and the mem-
bers of Yatra who had to
come forward to provide
the security to Rahul.

KC Venugopal has fur-
ther written that Delhi
police remained a silent
spectator and failed to
control the crowd. In ad-
dition to this the use of
Intelligence Bureau is
being to threaten and
cause fear among those
who were meeting Rahul
and IB is regularly hold-
ing inquiries with them.

Have not made up mind on contesting
next election: Singh Deo

Ambikapur, Dec 29 :
Chhattisgarh Health
Minister T S Singh Deo on
Thursday said he had not
yet decided whether he
would contest the next
Assembly election, but
would consult his support-
ers before taking any deci-
sion.

The Congress leader,
who is locked in a power
tussle with Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, had said
on December 20 that he
will take decision about
his future ahead of the
state elections which are
due in 2023. The statement
created a stir in political
circles.

Asked about this on the
sidelines of a program
here, the minister told re-
porters that they should
wait for some time.

“I have not made up my
mind yet. Otherwise, dur-
ing earlier elections held
in 2008, 2013 and 2018, I
was willing to contest

(from early on). But this
time I have not made up
my mind, but I will ask
people before taking any
step.”

In July, Singh Deo gave
up his Panchayat and
Rural Development de-
partment, indicating his
resentment over not get-
ting the chief minister’s
post, though he continues
to hold his other four port-
folios.

Singh Deo’s supporters
claim that when the
Congress came to power in
2018, it had been agreed
that he would be made

chief minister for half the
term. The party leader-

ship has denied that any
such deal was struck.
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RRaaiippuurr:: Senior Congress leader
and Cabinet Minister TS Singh
Deo on Thursday gave another
opportunity to the principal
opposition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) to corner the
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.

Responding to the opinion
made by the Cabinet Minister
Singh Deo over his “Not so
keen” to contest the Legislative
Assembly polls next year, the
BJP Spokesperson Rajesh
Munat on his micro blogging

account claimed that with the
attempt to achieve supremacy
within Chhattisgarh Congress,
the Chief Minister Baghel has
demoralized Singh Deo who is
now not even keen to contest
the next Legislative assembly
polls. Munat further tagged
him to be having an art of
hatching political conspiracy
against his opponents.

Similarly, the BJP MLA
Brijmohan Agrawal has termed
his comment to be an example
of internal bickering within the
Congress. In support to his
statement, the BJP MLA gave
the example of another Cabinet
Minister Tamradwaj Sahu who
too is reportedly sidelined in
the party affairs over the last
few years.

Singh Deo demoralized due to supremacy

battle within Congress: BJP
p BJP Spokesperson

Rajesh Munat and
MLA Brijmohan take
a dig on Baghel

During entry of his
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
in Delhi

Bike-borne mobile
thieves arrested

Workers stage
demonstration at
RMC headquarters

Three members of
gang arrested for
alleged involvement
in theft incidents 

In case of any 
emergency black-
out like situation

State Load Dispatch
Centre successfully
conducts Black-
start mock-drill

Power sent from
Bango Hydel Power
Plants to re-start
power plants in
Korba (W)

At Smt Pramila
Gokuldas Daga Girls
College

Office-bearers
extend gratitude
towards BCCI
Secretary
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IIIT-NR hosts two-day Int’nl conf
IEEE WIECON-ECE 2022

Raipur, Dec 29: A two-day
‘8th IEEE International
Women in Engineering
(WIE) Conference on
Electrical and Computer
Engineering 2022 (IEEE
WIECON-ECE 2022)” is
being jointly organized by
IEEE Bangladesh Section
and IEEE Madhya
Pradesh Section in collab-
oration with their WIE
Affinity Groups. The con-
ference is being hosted by
the International Institute
of Information
Technology, Naya Raipur
(IIIT-NR), India, on the
30th & 31st of December
2022, in hybrid mode.

The conference had two
pre-conference tutorials
on 29th December 2022.
The first tutorial was held
at IIIT Naya Raipur, India,
on “Digital Literacy of
Women in Chhattisgarh”
for school girls and fe-
males in Chhattisgarh, to

spread digital literacy to
save themselves from vari-
ous online frauds. Dr.
Harold D’Costa, President,
Cyber Security
Corporation and CEO,
Intelligent Quotient
Security System, delivered
the tutorial. In his talk, he
said that online scams like
fake quizzes for extracting
the personal data, fake on-
line friends to get money
and other benefits, money
flipping scam, fake job of-
fers etc. have increased
crimes against females.
Hence, digital education is
mandatory for girls for

their safety. He further
added that women need to
take proactive steps to pro-
tect themselves online by
using strong passwords,
avoiding clicking on suspi-
cious links, being aware of
phishing scams, and using
two-factor authentication.

The second tutorial was
held at Kalinga University
Raipur on Artificial
Intelligence (AI),
Explainable Artificial
Intelligence (XAI), and
Data Science in
Healthcare: Application
and Use Cases, by Prof.
(Dr.) Mayuri Mehta,
Professor, Sarvajanik
College of Engineering &
Technology (SCET),
Gujarat. Prof. Mehta em-
phasized the applications
and use cases of AI and
Data Science in health-
care. AI and Data Science
are helping to revolution-
ize the healthcare indus-

try. By leveraging AI tech-
nologies such as Natural
Language Processing,
Machine Learning, and
Deep Learning, health-
care providers can better
diagnose and treat dis-
eases, improve patient
outcomes, and increase
efficiency throughout the
healthcare system. AI
and Data Science can
help to detect diseases
earlier and more accu-
rately, reduce medical er-
rors, improve medical
image analysis, and cre-
ate more personalized
treatments. The inaugu-
ral session of the confer-
ence will be held in the
forenoon of December 30,
2022, followed by two days
of technical sessions con-
sisting of keynote ad-
dresses by experts and
paper presentations by
researchers from across
the world.

8-year-old girl Shreyashi mesmerizes audience

Raipur, Dec 29: In the re-
cently concluded seven-
day swadeshi mela at
Science College ground
here local talents showed
their skills to mesmerize
the audience. One of thrm
Shreyashi Chatterjee en-
thralled the audience by
dancing “Dhadhina
Natina “ to a very popular
Bengali song. The best
artworks and artists were
declared winners in the

programme. In the
seven-day Swadeshi Mela
organized by CBMD from
23rd to 29th December,
Sunday was the name of
the creativity of the peo-

ple. At the same time, the
presentation of the
Bengali society took place
under the social gather-
ing, in which unforget-
table presentations were
given leaving the impres-
sion of the Bengali cul-
ture, in which indigenous
spirit and mother wor-
ship, patriotic songs, devo-
tional dance related to the
worship of Goddess
Durga, etc. were given,
under the watchful eyes of
Mahua Majumdar.

CS chairs meeting for 
R-Day preparations

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2299:: Like every year,
Republic Day will be observed
in the entire state in a dignified
manner on January 26, 2023. A
meeting was conducted today
at Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhavan in relation to the plan-
ning for the Republic Day cele-
brations. The meeting was
presided over by Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain, DGP
Ashok Juneja also attended the
meeting organized through
video conferencing. In the
meeting, a detailed discussion
was held regarding the deter-
mination of programs for the
Republic Day celebrations.

The Republic Day celebra-
tion at the state level will begin
at 9 am at Police Parade
Ground in Raipur. A parade of
police and armed police force
will be organized at the state-
level function. At the event,
tableaus of various depart-

ments will be on show. The
Chief Secretary has instructed
departmental officers that
departments that wish to show
the tableau should submit
information on their particular
tableau to the General
Administration Department as
soon as possible. The Chief
Secretary directed district
administration officers to make
arrangements for the meeting
of guests and the provision of
drinking water for citizens
attending the state-level main
function.

Jain directed the officers to
send the essential information
for the Honorable Governor
and Chief Minister’s statement
on Republic Day as soon as
possible. Secretary of the
General Administration
Department,  D.D. Singh stated
during the meeting that, as is
customary on Republic Day, all

government buildings and
monuments of national impor-
tance will be lighted. He men-
tioned that guidelines for the
Republic Day celebrations to
be held at the district and other
levels will be released to col-
lectors soon. The conference
also included a detailed discus-
sion of prizes and honors on
the occasion of Republic Day. 

Principal Secretary Home
and Forest Manoj Kumar
Pingua, Secretary Energy
Department Ankit Anand,
Secretary Higher Education
Bhuvanesh Yadav, Secretary
School Education Dr. S.
Bhartidasan, Director Culture
Vivek Acharya, Collector
Raipur Sarveshwar Dayal
Bhure, IG Raipur Ajay Yadav,
Officers of the police depart-
ment including officers of
other departments were pres-
ent.

We are directly interacting with the public: CM

Raipur, Dec 29: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Devarbija village
of the Bemetara assembly
constituency on December
28 as a part of his mam-
moth public interaction
drive ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’ across the state.
Addressing the people he
said this is the first time
that people are holding a
mic in front of a CM.
People are telling their
problems and views. This
has never happened be-
fore. Our government is di-
rectly interacting with the
public.

During the Jan Chaupal,
Chief Minister Baghel
said that the state govern-
ment has made various
schemes for every section
of society. The state gov-
ernment is interacting
with people in the state-
wide Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan and taking feed-
back about the implemen-
tation of schemes from the
beneficiaries. People espe-
cially the rural populace
are interacting with Chief
Minister and telling their
problems openly and di-
rectly to him. People’s
problems are also being
solved in this program.

He said that it is the en-
deavor of the state govern-
ment that the benefits of
the schemes should reach
the maximum number of
people. The benefits of

government schemes have
reached the beneficiaries
even during the pandemic.
Discussing the loan waiv-
er scheme, he said that
when the scheme was im-
plemented, some farmers
had sold their paddy but
their money was returned
through loan waiver.
About Rs.1200 crore were
returned. Chief Minister
asked the people about
loan waiver, people raised
their hands and said ‘yes’
in one voice. He said that
the installment of the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana is proven to be a
boon for the farmers in
their time of need. The
money is needed the most
during farming and festi-
vals. The amount of this
scheme is provided in four
installments.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced for the
establishment District
Cooperative Bank branch
in village Saldha and a
new sub-tehsil office in
Gram Panchayat
Devarbija. He announced
for well-equipped Manglik
Bhavan (Townhall) in
Devarbija, construction of
a 4 km road from village
Hardi to Lata, upgradation

of Parpoda High School to
Higher Secondary School
and Primary School
Khamharia M to Pre
Middle School, Paddy
Purchase Center at
Keshadbari , a sub-health
centre at Gram Panchayat
Ghotmarra and construc-
tion of embankment in
Shivnath river at village
Saldha.
Bhuneshwari bought a

secondhand car by 
selling vermicompost
During the Jan Chaupal,

Mrs. Bhuneshwari of
Sankara told their group
is producing vermicom-
post and so far they have
produced and sold
Vermicompost worth Rs 5

lakh 38 thousand. All the
members of the group are
earning a good income.
Bhuneshwari told that
she bought a second-
hand car recently, and
she and her husband
shared the expenditure
on the car 50-50. Chief
Minister appreciated
her saying that their
partnership is bringing
joy to the family.
Ramkhilavan Sahu of
Keshadbari village told
that he has two and a half
acres of land. The loan of
Rs.2 lakh 36 thousand has
been waived off. He told
that it is now very conven-
ient to bear the expenses of
the family.

Started fancy store 
and rice mill by selling

cow dung
Bharti Verma told that

she started a fancy store by
selling cow dung. She also
started a mini rice mill has
also been opened through
which she is earning a good
income. The Chief
Minister praised her and
asked how do you manage
so much work.
Ramkhilavan Vaishnav of
Chikhali village told that
he is a beneficiary of Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Majdoor Nyay Yojana. Till
now three installments
have been received, and
this scheme is helping a lot.
Balram Patel, the benefici-
ary of Chief Minister’s
Haat Bazar Clinic Yojana,
told that he is getting regu-
lar benefits. The Chief
Minister asked how much
the money was needed, to
which Balram said - “kabar
laghi kaka”( why to pay,
uncle).

During the Jan Chaupal,
the Chief Minister told the
villagers about the
‘Mukhyamantri Vishesh
Swasthya Sahayata’ Yojana
and said that for the treat-
ment of serious diseases, fi-
nancial aid up to Rs.20 lakh
is provided under this
scheme. Tripti Rajput, a
student of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School told that
she is studying in
Devarbija. Speaking in
English, Tripti said that
her school has a proper
playground. She is study-
ing well in school. A local
person from the public told
about the problem related
to his eye, on which the
Chief Minister, taking a
quick decision, announced
a financial aid of Rs.2 lakh.

RTO now going to authorize ‘second-hand vehicle’ dealers

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: As per
the intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, under the guid-
ance of Transport
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, a new set of
rules are being intro-
duced by the depart-
ment, which will help to
identify the dealer and
the vehicle, as well as
help in controlling the
purchase and sell of
stolen vehicles.

Keeping in mind the
benefits of buying and
selling second-hand ve-
hicles and to make it
transparent, the
Transport Department
of Chhattisgarh had
written to the Central
Government to author-
ize second-hand vehicle

sellers as a dealer. After
this, changes have been
made in the Central
Motor Vehicle Rules,
1989, and this new rule
will come into effect
from April 1, 2023.
Through this, a step is
being taken to strength-
en the ecosystem of the
pre-owned vehicle mar-
ket. Now the market of
pre-owned vehicles will
be able to take advan-
tage of financial facili-
ties directly by joining
the mainstream finan-
cial market.

Significantly, the mar-
ket for pre-owned vehi-
cles in Chhattisgarh is
slowly gaining momen-
tum. In recent years, the
advent of online second-
hand car-selling plat-
forms has further boost-
ed this market. In the
current ecosystem, sev-
eral legal and financial
issues are being faced.
During the transfer of
the vehicle to the subse-
quent dealer, there was
a dispute regarding
third-party damage lia-

bilities, difficulty in de-
termining the defaulter,
etc.

Raipur Pre-Owned
Dealers Association has
been demanding for a
long time that second-
hand vehicle dealers
should also be given
dealer status like new
vehicle dealers. Having
a dealer status will help
a second-hand dealer
after purchase to show-
case the vehicle in stock
or take finance. In case
of an accident of a vehi-
cle, assistance will be
provided during the in-
surance claim as well as
dealers can also insure
their stocks so that they
can be compensated in
any kind of calamity
etc.

The second-hand ve-
hicle seller will now be
able to buy the vehicle
from the buyer and keep
it legally in stock and as
per the requirement.
They can also do all the
paperwork required for
vehicles like the renew-
al of the registration

certificate or second
copy of the registration
certificate, no objection
certificate, insurance or
ownership transfer of
the vehicle, they shall be
competent to apply for
all these papers.
Similarly, now it will be
easier for car buyers
that they can identify
the authorized second-
hand car seller. With
this, tax default vehi-
cles, stolen vehicles or
other disputes can be
avoided or resolved and
in case of any problem,
information regarding
the dealer can be ob-
tained from the RTO of-
fice.

Under the key provi-
sion of the proposed
rules, an ‘authorization
certificate’ has been in-
troduced for dealers of
registered vehicles to
identify the authentici-
ty of the dealer. Further,
the procedure for ac-
knowledging of deliv-
ery of the vehicle be-
tween the registered
owner and the dealer

has been elaborated.
The powers and respon-
sibilities of the dealer
in possession of the reg-
istered vehicles have
also been clarified.
Dealers have been em-
powered to apply for re-
newal of registration
certificate/renewal of
fitness certificate, dupli-
cate registration certifi-
cate, NOC, and transfer
of ownership of motor
vehicles under their
possession.

Similarly, as a regula-
tory measure, maintain-
ing an electronic vehicle
trip register has been
made mandatory, which
shall contain the details
of the journey under-
taken. The purpose of
the journey, driver, time,
mileage etc. will be men-
tioned. These provi-
sions will help in identi-
fying and empowering
the dealers of registered
vehicles. It also provides
adequate safety against
fraudulent activities for
the sale or purchase of
such vehicles.

Prof. Amar KJR Nayak delivered
a guest lecture at IIM-R

Raipur, Dec 29: Prof.
Amar KJR Nayak, profes-
sor of Strategy and the
chairperson of Center for
Regenerative Ecosystem
Design at Xavier Institute
of Management
Bhubaneswar, delivered a
guest lecture at IIM

Raipur on
Dec 26, 2022.
P r o f .
N a y a k ’ s
talk titled
‘ A l l
Interacting
E v o l v i n g
S y s t e m s
Science’ fo-
cused on
the impor-
tance of Systems Science
in unlocking the supply of
natural resources for the
benefits of business as
well as society. With the
evidence of water supply
through rainfall and
water demand in India, he
explained how finding the
weakest link in a regener-
ative ecosystem can show
the path towards solving
grand challenges such as
clean water scarcity.

In his interaction with
the faculty and students of
IIM Raipur, Prof. Nayak
also touched upon the is-
sues of interconnections,
interdependencies, and in-

teractions within a system
as a framework for under-
standing the sustainabili-
ty of the system.Before
the talk, the Director of
IIM Raipur, Prof. Ram
Kumar Kakani welcomed
Prof. Amar Nayak and ex-
pressed his gratitude on
behalf of the institute.
The Director also pointed
to the possibility of an in-
ternational conference on
Sustainability to be held
at IIM Raipur in the com-
ing year. The students of
IIM Raipur presented a
memento to the guest
speaker at the end of the
session.

Sellers of pre-regis-
tered (pre-owned)
vehicles will have to
take a dealership from
RTO

Public holding the mike
and CM is listening has
never happened before

CM reaches Devarbija
of Bemetara Assembly
Constituency for
Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan

>Announces opening a new
sub-tehsil office in Devarbija

>Announces opening a
District Cooperative Bank
branch in Saldha

>Announces construction of
fully equipped town hall in
Devarbija

>Announces construction of a
4 km road from village Hardi
to Lata

>Announces  upgradation of
Parpoda High School as
Higher Secondary and
Primary School Khamharia
as Pre-Middle School

>Announces opening a paddy
procurement sub-center in
Keshadbari

>Announce  opening a sub-
health center in Gram
Panchayat Ghotmarra

Announcements made by CM

p With her dancing skills

Bimla Tiwari
Raipur: Bimla Tiwari,
R/o Gram Atari near

P a t a n ,
breathed
her last
here on
Thursday.
She was
85. The

final rites will be per-
formed in Atari on Dec
30. She was W/o Late
Satyanarayan Tiwari.
She was mother of
Raju, Rita Rani
Sharam, Neeta Sharma
and Rajshri Tiwari.

OBITUARY

Paddy procurement in Ch’garh
crosses 75 lakh MT mark

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 29: In yet
another significant
achievement, the paddy
procurement at support
price in Chhattisgarh
crossed 75 lakh metric
tonnes (MT) mark on
Wednesday, while the
process will still contin-
ue till January 31 next
year. A target has been
set to procure 110 lakh
MT of paddy this year.

Despite the increase
in the number of regis-

tered farmers to 24.95
lakh 95 thousand, the
state government has
achieved this huge
achievement in a short
span of time. In the year
2017-18, only 56.88 lakh
MT of paddy could be
procured from 12.06
lakh farmers. Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has congratulat-
ed the farmers of the
state on this achieve-
ment.

It is worth mention-
ing Chhattisgarh is set-
ting a new record every
year for the paddy pro-
curement at support
price.

The number of regis-
tered farmers, paddy
area and productivity is
increasing significantly
as compared to the year
2017.

This is the result of
the consistent efforts

being made by the state
government to stream-
line the paddy procure-
ment process keeping in
view the convenience of
farmers.

The number of paddy
procurement centers
has increased to 2614.
Besides, speedy lifting if
paddy has been ensured
by removing the short-
comings in the process
of custom milling.

Apart from this, rapid
initiative has been
taken to open new
branches of banks in
the rural areas of the
state, so that the farm-
ers can get the benefit of
all the schemes of the
government, including
the purchase of paddy
at support price.

Nearly 2.27 lakh new
farmers have registered
this year for selling
paddy:

The total registered
area of paddy has in-
creased to 32.8 lakh
hectares.

Yesterday, till
December 28, 15 thou-
sand 582 crore 51 lakh
rupees had been issued
by Markfed to Apex
Bank for payment to
farmers in lieu of paddy
purchased.

Till yesterday, DO had
been issued for lifting 59
lakh 82 thousand 017
MT of paddy, while 48
lakh 63 thousand 515
MT of paddy had been
lifted so far. Simplifying
the process of issuing
tokens, the state has
started an online token
facility through a mo-
bile app this time. A
total of 20,51,882 tokens
have been issued till yes-
terday. Of these, 4,07,129
tokens were issued
through the app.

CM Baghel extended
his congratulations for
this huge achievement
in short span of time

Peaceful, systematic
and smooth paddy pro-
curement process in
the state



CTA office bearers apprise CEO about their problems

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 29: It
was under leadership of
the District President
Chhattisgarh Teachers'
Association (CTA)
Dongargarh Gopi Verma,
the regional office bearers
met CEO District
Panchayat and submitted
complaint about the prob-
lems prior to their merger
and urged for its early so-
lution.

On behalf of CTA the of-
fice bearers apprised CEO
that the Shiksha Panchayat
Samvarg of 2017, who were
merged with the School
Education Department in

their original posts,
should be issued regular-
isation order by the
District Panchayat.

The different types of
arrears amount of
Teacher LB category
amounting to Rs 15.38 cr
has been paid to the
District Panchayat for dis-
tribution to eligible teach-
ers. So the CTA urged the
Distict Panchayat to re-
lease their arrear amount
soon.

Apar from this the
points raised by them in-
cluded 4 teachers from
ST Welfare Deaprtment
in Dongargarh block who
have been merged with

School Education depart-
ment on1 July 2018 should
get their merger order
from ST Welfare depart-
ment, so that the teachers
will not be deprived of
promotion. During this

general secy. Shailendra
Kumar Yadu, District
Treasurer Hans Kumar
Meshram, District gen.
secy. Rajesh Sahu, Manish
Soni and Hariharno sir
were present.

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-Bharatpur
gears up to tackle new Covid variant

Central Chronicle News

MM aa nn ee nn dd rr aa gg aa rr hh -- CC hh ii rr mm ii rr ii --
BBhhaarraattppuurr,,  DDeecc  2299::  Keeping in
view the possibility of the out-
break of fresh Covid-19 cases,
preparations have been started
in the districts for its preven-
tion and treatment as per the
instructions of the govern-
ment. The arrangements of the
Covid Care Center are being
checked again. The health de-
partment staff is checking the
life-saving equipment to en-
sure they are in working order
and ready for immediate use. 

District collector Shri P.S.
Dhruv chaired a meeting of
senior officials of the health
department including the chief
medical officer and health offi-
cer today in this regard. The

collector instructed the health
officials to start necessary
preparations in view of the
possible outbreak of Covid-19
infection. He said that people
in countries like China, Japan,
South Korea, and Hong Kong
are getting infected with the
new variant BF-7 of Covid-19.
The BF-7 variant is fast spread-
ing and has a short incubation
period. Few people in our
country have also been found
infected with this variant.
Keeping in view the instruc-
tions of the government and
authorities concerned, all nec-

essary measures and prepara-
tions should be done in the dis-
trict to tackle the outbreak of
this infectious disease. 

The collector instructed the
health officials to check all
kinds of life-saving equipment
including ventilators, multi-
para monitors, oxygen concen-
trators, PSA plants, oxygen
cylinders, and oxygen
pipelines and make necessary
improvements. He directed to
provide necessary training to
the para-medical staff to oper-
ate the life-saving equipment.

The Collector also reviewed

the updated status of Covid-19
vaccination in the district and
areas with less vaccination
percentage. He asked to get
the maximum number of pos-
sible people vaccinated
against Covid-19 by setting
up special camps. He asked
the Chief Medical and Health
Officer to ensure cent percent
vaccination of the front-line
workers. He also directed to
ensure the availability of nec-
essary medicines, equipment,
and other materials for the
next three months. 

The Collector also instruct-
ed to conduct Covid tests on a
random basis for the patients
coming to the hospital with
cold, cough, fever, and other
symptoms of Covid. Chief
Medical and Health Officer
Shri Suresh Tiwari, DPM Shri
Prince Jaiswal, and other offi-
cers were present in 
the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 29:
Scout Guide, Rover,
Ranger was organized by
Bharat Scouts and Guides
District Association
Rajnandgaon from 23
December to 27 December
at Saraswati Shishu
Mandir Dongargarh.

A total of about 886
scout guides and scout
guides and 60 service
rover rangers from 09 de-
velopment blocks of
Rajnandgaon district
gave their services.

The chief guest of the
ceremony was MLA
Bhuneshwar Shobharam
Baghel, Nawaz Khan
(Chairman District Co.
Bank ), Kiran Deudkar,
Sudesh Kumar Meshram,
and Mahesh Verma.

A variety of programs
including Flag etiquette,

March past, Color party,
Gate construction,
Painting, Physical dis-
play, Cooking, Make
friends Petroline Council
Youth Forum, Debate,
Quiz, Rangoli,
Exhibition, Tableau etc
was done.

Camp Director Mayukh
Srivastava, District
O r g a n i z a t i o n
Commissioner, Jayantri
Tekam District
O r g a n i z a t i o n

Commissioner Guide,
Vijay Tembhurkar Co-
Secretary Devendra
Ambade District
Secretary Omkar Patel
Special Assistant
Pioneering, Phanendra
Lodhi were present, apart
from students, and volun-
teers .Rakesh Bhavate
(Special Assistant District
Rally Public
Relations)gave informa-
tion about the said pro-
gram.

Central Chronicle News

Balodabazar, Dec 29:
Nuvoco Vistas Corp Ltd,
India's fifth-largest cement
company and the largest
cement player in the East,
has launched the Nuvo
Mason - A Masonry Skill
Development Programme
as part of its Corporate
Social Responsibility ini-
tiative to benefit the unor-
ganised masonry sector.

The launch was kicked
off at Baloda Bazaar, in
Chhattisgarh on the out-
skirts of Nuvoco's Risda
and Sonadih Cement
Plants and will be extend-
ed to other locations
wherein Nuvoco operates.

Nuvoco has engaged
LearNet Skills as an imple-
mentation partner.
LearNet is one of the lead-
ing providers of vocation-
al training programs in

the country. With this pro-
gram, Nuvoco intends to
provide short-term skills
development opportuni-
ties for youth and unor-
ganized construction sec-
tor workers aligned with
the National Skills
Qualification Framework
(NSQF). Upon successful
completion of the pro-
gram, participants will be
certified by the National

Skill Development
Corporation (NSDC).

Nuvo Mason is a train-
ing program designed to
improve the masonry
skills of workers, empow-
er them, and open new
earning opportunities for
them. This program con-
sists of approximately
three hundred hours of
training that includes both
theoretical knowledge and

practical application.
A first batch of 30 par-

ticipants has already been
selected from the villages
surrounding the compa-
ny's Risda and Sonadih
Cement Plants. Among the
subjects covered by the
course are brick masonry,
plastering (interiors),
putty (interiors), tile ma-
sonry (floors and walls),
and PCC work.

J a y a k u m a r
Krishnaswamy, Managing
Director, Nuvoco Vistas
Corp. Ltd, commented,
"With a mission to become
a leading building materi-
als company delivering su-
perior performance, we
strive to meet customer ex-
pectations and provide so-
lutions to construct a safe,
durable, and aesthetically
appealing home while
staying abreast of current
construction trends."

NI work at Vilayatkalan
Road station

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 29: The
Anuppur-Katni rail
route is an important
and busy rail route of
the South East Central
Railway, which connects
the entire region to
North India. The con-
struction of a new line is
necessary to make the
operations more smooth
and to pave the way for
new trains.

Actively working in
this direction, the work
of third line from
Anuppur to Katni is
being done. Under this,
non-interlocking work
will be done to connect
Vilayatkalan Road rail-
way station of Anunpur-

Katni section with the
third line.

It may be noted that the
length of the Anuppur-
Katni railway line is 134
km, various stations of
which have been connect-
ed to the third line. This
work is being completed
in a phased manner.

In order to complete
this work at a faster pace,
non-interlocking work
will be done from 29 to 30
December 2022 under the
third line connectivity at
Vilayatkalan Road sta-
tion of the division.

The most important
feature of this work
being done in an innova-
tive way is that no can-
cellation, regulation,
rescheduling, short ter-
minating, diverging of
any passenger train is
being done in it . Under
this, the work of non-in-
terlocking will be done in
02 days.

110 bags of illegal
paddy seized

Central Chronicle News

KKoorriiyyaa,,  DDeecc  2299::  Under the guid-
ance of District Collector Vinay
Kumar Langeh, the administrative
team is carefully monitoring the
purchase of paddy and attempts
to consume illegal paddy has been
foiled continuously.  

Recently, under the guidance
of the Collector, Tehsildar
Baikunthpur Manharan Rathia
caught the arrival of illegal paddy
in the Targwan committee and
110 sacks of about 50 quintals of
paddy were seized. On the basis

of information received earlier,
spot inspection was done by
Revenue Inspector Budar, Patwari
Chhindia, Patwari Amhar, and
Patwari Budar action of confisca-
tion was done.   

It is noteworthy that so far 3,
91,623.20 quintals of paddy has
been procured from farmers in
Koriya district. On the instructions
of Collector Mr. Langeh, a strict
vigil is being kept on the coaches
and middlemen who consume ille-
gal paddy in the committees and
action is also being taken to con-
fiscate illegal paddy. 

Veer Bal Diwas celebrated in
Swami Atmanand School 

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 29: Veer Bal
Diwas was celebrated in
Swami Atmanand School
here, to pay tributes to the
courage of Baba Zorawar
Singh and Baba Fateh
Singh, the younger sons of
Guru Gobind Singh, who
attained martyrdom at a
very young age.

Here it needs a mention
that, the martyrdom of the
family of Guru Gobind
Singhji, the tenth Guru of
the Sikhs, is considered an
example of valour, valor
and courage and Sikhs ob-
serve Martyrdom Week
from 20 December to 27
December as per the
Nanakshahi calendar.

The martyrdom was re-
membered by the students

of the city's Swami
Atmanand Government
Rambishal Pandey
Excellent English Medium
School under the guidance
of school lecturer
Samiksha Gaikwad, the
students narrated the
story of the martyrdom of

Guru Sahib's family by
making paintings through
the exhibition.

Principal Sanjay Ekka
(English Medium) told the
students that how Nawaz
Wazir Khan of Sirhand
imprisoned Mata Gujri
and two younger

Sahibzads Baba Zorawar
Singh and Baba Fateh
Singh under the open sky
in Thanda Burj.

Students Anushka
Gupta, Shreya Sahu,
Deeksha Sahu, Devpriya
Sahu, Yushi Dewangan,
Shreya Sahu, Ankita
Yadav, Namita Sahu,
Muskan Sahu, Lakshita
Sahu Students Ku.
Vibhash Dau, Devvrat
Sonkar, Shubham Sahu,
Rishabh Sahu, Vinay
Sahu, Mayank Sahu,
Shivam performed excel-
lently and on this occa-
sion, Vice Principal
Vikram Singh Thakur,
Complex Coordinator
Subhash Sharma, Senior
Lecturer R.K. Yadav,
M.K.Chandan, M.L. Sen
and others were present.

Devotees leave for Giroudpuri Dham 
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 29: A large
number of Satnami Samaj
members left from
Mungeli to Bilaspur and
then to Giroudpuri under
the auspices of Dr. Sarita
Bhardwaj, Giraudpuri
Dham for the darshan of
Baba Guru Ghasidas.
CM's father Nandkumar
Baghel also participated
on this occasion.

On the occasion of
Guru Parv month,
December 18, under the
leadership of Dr. Sarita
Bhardwaj, State Secretary
of Rashtriya Voter
Jagruti Manch, thousands
of women, men, elderly
people and children of
Satnami community are
being taken free of cost to
visit Giroudpuri Baba
Dham.

Dr. Bhardwaj said that

the main purpose of going
and taking Giroudpuri
Dham is that those who
are unable to travel to
Baba Dham due to finan-
cial, physical and other
reasons, this journey has
been kept free of cost and

said that whoever wants
to visit Baba Dham can
take advantage of the
yatra by getting regis-
tered.

Here it takes a mention
that Social worker Dr.
Sarita Bhardwaj has

worked hard to get the
people of Satnami society
to see Baba Dham at free
of cost and till date thou-
sands of people of
Satnami Samaj have par-
ticipated and left for Baba
Dham pilgrimage.
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Prog to benefit local talents

Covid-19
Preparedness 

Vikram Mandavi reaches remote Matla, Vengla village
Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Dec 29: Regional
MLA and Vice President of
Bastar Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi visited the most
sensitive areas of
Bhairamgarh block by bike
and during his one day stay,
his team reached
Mingachal, Gadamli,
Jaivaram, Hitulwada,
Vengla, Matla  Bardela and
dependent village Chhote
Gongla.

The most important
thing was told by the vil-
lagers that till now no MLA
has stepped in Matla and
Vengla, prior to this and
Vikram Shah Mandavi is
the first public representa-
tive to step into the region.

Bhoomipujan of
Devguri, Mata Gudi was
done through Jan Choupal
in these different villages

while crossing the rough
roads, Khat and Nala and at
the same time, many basic
facilities like roads,
bridges, school buildings,
hand pumps were given.

On getting information
about the dilapidated
school building of Dhakad
Para, the MLA asked to en-
sure necessary action by
doing a quick evaluation

and similarly, approval was
given for construction of
shed for hand pump and
women's group.

Similarly, instructions
were given to the officials

to install a new trans-
former in Gadamli, road to
mud mudroom, construc-
tion of individual dabri to
the beneficiaries, land lev-
eling, goat shed, and cow
shed.

On the other hand, in
various villages including
Hitulwada, Vengla and
Matla, renovation of
Devguri-Mataguri, con-
struction of sheds and vari-
ous basic facilities like elec-
tricity, water, roads were
approved. District
Panchayat President
Shankar Kudiyam, District
Panchayat Member
Somaru Ram Kashyap,
District Member Bhavesh
Korsa along with
Sarpanch, Panch and
Panchayat representatives
of Gram Panchayat
Minachal, Jaivaram
Gadamli were present dur-
ing the entire program.

Covid-19 Preparedness

Scout Guide Rover Ranger organized
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‘Anti-extremist operations continued to be successful’
Hyderabad, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The Telangana police
has been successful in en-
suring that Maoists do not
gain a foothold in the State
by foiling their repeated
attempts to enter it during
2022, a top official said on
Thursday.

Anti-extremist opera-
tions continued to achieve
notable success within
and outside the State and
tremendous results were
achieved this year,
Telangana Director
General of Police (DGP) M
Mahender Reddy told re-
porters here.

Timely dissemination of
information led to three
exchanges of fire (EoF) in
which three important
cadres were neutralised,
he said.

As many as 120 extrem-
ists, including those be-
longing to CPI (Maoist),
CPI (ML) Jana Shakti,
among others, were ar-
rested while 32 extremists
holding different posi-

tions and other cadres of
the CPI (Maoist) surren-
dered, he said.

Assault teams were de-
ployed in the extremist-af-
flicted districts of
Telangana and border
areas of Chhattisgarh and
Maharashtra and 83 field
operations (76 in
Telangana and 7 inter-
State operations) were
conducted, Reddy said.

Greyhounds (the elite
anti-naxal force of
Telangana police) contin-

ued to achieve notable
success in the anti-ex-
tremist operations, he
said adding the
Greyhounds’ units traced
and destroyed several
booby traps and recovered
various types of arms and
ammunition, land mines
and bombs, among others,
in various operations.

“The Telangana govern-
ment’s endeavour has
been to make the State
Maoist-free. Accordingly,
we thwarted Maoists’ re-
peated attempts to infil-
trate into the State,” said
the police chief.

He appreciated the ef-
forts of Superintendents
of Police (SPs) and
Commissioners of Police
(CPs) and police staff of
inter-State border dis-
tricts.

“We have also involved
citizens in our efforts to
ensure the Maoists were
not provided shelter. We
have taken the people
along in our efforts and
gained their trust,” Reddy

said.
He said in communally-

sensitive places like
Hyderabad, Nirmal,
Bhainsa, Karimnagar,
Nizamabad, Nalgonda,
Medak, Sangareddy, offi-
cials worked day and
night and with the in-
volvement of people en-
sured not a single commu-
nal incident was reported.

The DGP further said
Telangana saw an in-
crease in overall crime by
4.44 per cent in the cur-
rent year when compared
to 2021 with a total of
1,42,917 cases registered
during 2022 as against
1,36,841 cases in 2021. The
rise in cases was attrib-
uted to a 57 per cent in-
crease in cyber crime.

A total of 13,895 cyber
crime cases was regis-
tered this year as against
8,839 cases in 2021.

The overall convictions
rate increased to 56 per
cent this year as against
50 per cent the previous
year.

15 electric auto-rickshaws
gutted in fire 

Ahmedabad, Dec 29 (PTI): 

As many as 15 electric
auto-rickshaws, part of a
fleet used to ferry tourists
around the Statue of Unity
in Gujarat’s Narmada dis-
trict, were gutted in a fire
early Thursday morning,
officials said.

The Statue of Unity
Area Development and
Tourism Governance
Authority (SOUADTGA),
however, denied reports
that the rickshaws caught
fire during battery charg-
ing.

A private firm manages
a fleet of more than 90
electric auto-rickshaws

for tourists who visit the
Statue of Unity and em-
ploys local tribal women
as drivers, an official said.

“During early hours of
Thursday, 15 auto-rick-
shaws parked at a charg-
ing station near Kevadia
village caught fire due to
unknown reasons. The
autos were parked 35 feet
away from the charging
station which proves that
rickshaws did not catch
fire during battery charg-
ing,” said a statement is-
sued by SOUADTGA.

Personnel of the local
fire brigade rushed to the
spot and doused the fire
before it could spread to
other electric three-
wheelers parked nearby,
it said.

NGT forms panel for
remedial action 

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI):

The National Green
Tribunal has formed a com-
mittee to assess the ground
situation and take remedial
action regarding the pollu-
tion of a rivulet in Uttar
Pradesh connected to the
Rapti River. The Rapti river
is a part of the Ganga river
basin. The tribunal was
hearing petitions which
claimed two sugar mills in
Balrampur district of the
state were discharging un-
treated industrial effluents
into a stormwater drain
which was then released
into the Suwaon Nala, a
rain-fed rivulet, connected

to the Rapti River.
“We direct a joint

Committee of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), state pollution con-
trol board (PCB) and
District Magistrate,
Balrampur, with the state
PCB acting as the nodal
agency, to ascertain the fac-
tual position and take reme-
dial action in accordance
with the law,” a bench head-
ed by Chairperson Justice
AK Goel said in an order
passed on December 23.

The bench, also compris-
ing Judicial Members
Justice Sudhir Agarwal and
Justice Arun Kumar Tyagi
and Expert Member A
Senthil Vel, directed the fil-
ing of an action taken re-
port within two months.

‘EC plan on remote voting excellent initiative’
New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Former chief election
commissioner S Y
Quraishi on Thursday de-
scribed as an “excellent
initiative” the decision of
the Election Commission
to invite political parties
for a demonstration of a
prototype of remote elec-
tronic voting machine for
domestic migrant voters.

He also welcomed the
move of the poll panel to
carry out a pilot, saying it
will help smoothen diffi-
culties faced by the sys-
tem.

In a major move to in-
crease voter participation,
the Election Commission
on Thursday said it has de-

veloped a prototype of a
remote electronic voting
machine (RVM) for domes-
tic migrant voters and has
invited political parties for

a demonstration on
January 16.

If implemented after
stakeholder consultations,
migrant voters do not need
to travel to their home dis-
trict to exercise their fran-
chise.

“I have seen the EC
press release. I think it is
an excellent initiative be-
cause migrant voters’
issue has been hanging
fire for a long time and we
have not been able to find a
solution,” Quraishi told
PTI.

“If EC has found an
electronic solution, that
is very good and it is very
important that they are
doing it democratically.
They have called all polit-

ical parties for a demo
which is a good thing,”
he said.

He said it was a good
step to invite comments
from all recognised na-
tional and state parties.

“And they have assured
that it will be done in
consultation with all
stakeholders. They will
do a pilot. It is also an ex-
cellent idea. He said pilot
will show all the prob-
lems which the system
will come across. All
good reforms in EC have
come through pilot test-
ing only. I think on the
whole, it is a very good
step and hopefully there
will be a consensus,” he
said.

TMC-BJP slugfest over cancellation
of Arijit Singh’s concert

Kolkata, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Leaders of West Bengal’s
ruling Trinamool Congress
and Opposition BJP ex-
changed barbs on Thursday
over the cancellation of a
scheduled concert of singer
Arijit Singh in New Town
area near Kolkata.

The BJP alleged that the
February 18 concert was can-
celled as Singh had recently
sung ‘rang de tu mohe
gerua’, which has the word
‘saffron’, in the presence of
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee at the inauguration
of the 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival.
The TMC rubbished the
charge and claimed that the
show was cancelled because
of a G20 meeting, while as-
serting that the BJP is “not
the custodian of saffron
colour”.

It said the show will be
held on the same date and a
hunt for an alternate loca-
tion is on. Leader of
Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari tweeted, “Music
has no boundaries when it
comes to Pakistani Ghulam

Ali but the case is different
for Hindustani Arijit Singh.”
Banerjee had in 2016 invited
Ghulam Ali for a concert in
the eastern metropolis after
his show was cancelled in
Mumbai due to threats from
Shiv Sena.

BJP national vice-presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh also told re-
porters that Singh was vic-
timised by state agency
Housing and Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(HIDCO), the custodian of
Eco Park, the scheduled
venue in New Town, for
singing the song in front of
Banerjee at KIFF.

HIDCO chairman and
state minister Firhad Hakim
rubbished the BJP’s allega-
tion and asserted that the
party is “not the custodian of
saffron colour”.

“Arijit Singh’s concert had
to be cancelled as there will
be a large number of nation-
al and international guests
at a G20 meeting at Biswa
Bangla Convention Centre
near Eco Park around the
same time. Police cited secu-
rity issues and we went by
their recommendation,”

Hakim said.
Salman Khan’s show

scheduled at Eco Park in
January end was also can-
celled but there was no hulla-
baloo over it, he said.

TMC state spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh said that sever-
al alternate locations includ-
ing Acquatica theme park
are being scoured for Singh’s
concert.

“Arijit had sung at the
KIFF inauguration on
December 15 and money de-
posited for his Eco Park con-
cert was returned on
December 8. An amount of
Rs 3 lakh deposited for a pro-
gramme of Salman Khan
was also returned. Then how
did the question of saffron
come?” he said in a Facebook
post in Bangla. He deplored
the way “Bengal’s pride”
Arijit was subjected to poli-
tics and said his programme
will be held elsewhere.
“Similarly, Salman Khan’s
programme will be held at
Milan Mela Fair Ground.
Why is no controversy being
raked up over the cancella-
tion of his Eco Park pro-
gramme?” he added.

Rs 300 cr Angul-Balram
rail-link inaugurated

Angul, Dec 29: 

Coal evacuation from
Talcher coalfields got a
major boost with inaugu-
ration of a 14-km-long
Angul-Balram rail link,
which would enable
Mahanadi Coalfields
Limited (MCL) to increase
daily despatch of coal to
the consumers by about 40
thousand tonne.

Constructed by MCRL
(Mahanadi Coal Railway
Limited), a Joint Venture
Company (JV) of MCL,
IRCON International Ltd
and IDCO, the rail link
was inaugurated by Shri
Pralhad Joshi, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Coal,
Mines and Parliamentary
Affairs along with
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union Minister of
Education and Skill
Development &
Entrepreneurship and

Ashwani Vaishnav, Union
Minister of Railways,
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Electronics & Information
Technology.

Amrit Lal Meena,
Secretary to Government
of India, Ministry of Coal;
Pramod Agrawal,
Chairman, Coal India
Limited; OP Singh,
Chairman-cum-Managing
Director, MCL &
Chairman of MCRL,
Keshav Rao, Director
(Personnel), MCL, Jugal
Kumar Borah, Director
(Technical), MCL and Ajit
Kumar Behura, Director

(Finance) were prominent
among senior officers
from East-Cost Railways,
Coal India/MCL present at
the inaugural ceremony.

The Angul-Balram rail
link is the first phase of a
total 68-km-long Inner
Corridor — Angul-
B a l r a m -
P u t u g a d i a J a r a p a d a -
Tentuloi — which will
cater to the coal mines of
Talcher coalfields in
Angul district of Odisha.

In the MCRL, MCL, as a
representative of the
Ministry of Coal, has 64%
equity shares, while

IRCON, representing the
Ministry of Railways, has
26% and IDCO, represent-
ing the Govt of Odisha,
has 10% equity shares.
This JV was formed in
2015 to undertake Project
development, financing
and implementation of
common rail corridor for
the identified coal projects
in the state of Odisha.

The Inner Corridor is
being implemented by
MCRL in two phases. In
the Phase-I, 14-km-long
Angul-Balram Rail Link
was to be constructed,
while in the Phase-II 54-
km-long Balram-
Putug adia -Jarapada-
Tentuloi rail-link would be
completed. IRCON
International Ltd is the
implementing agency of
this project, being devel-
oped at an estimated cost
of Rs 1,700 crore.

Commissioning of the
first phase, Angul-Balram
rail-link, has enhanced the
potential of MCL to
despatch coal by 10 more
rakes daily.

PASSING OUT PARADE

Assistant Commandants of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) take part in the passing out
parade at SSB academy in Chandukhedi, near Bhopal, Thursday. 

CARE FOR STRAY DOGS

A volunteer from a Noida-based NGO puts a coat on a stray dog amid bone-chilling winter. 

BRIEF

Efforts
ii Nagpur: The

Maharashtra govern-
ment is working to
speed up slum rehabil-
itation projects by de-
ploying the Auto-DCR
method and also au-
diting processes to re-
move irregularities,
Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said on
Thursday. Speaking in
the state Legislative
Council, he also said
scrutiny was being
done, including verifi-
cation of Aadhaar
cards, to weed out
names of those dead
as well as those ineli-
gible in slum rehabili-
tation projects.

Halt
ii Mumbai: Railway au-

thorities halted a
Mumbai-bound
Janshatabdi Express
at Manmad station for
about two hours on
Thursday after the
axle of a coach over-
heated and turned
red. According to
Central Railway offi-
cials, the train was de-
tained over the “hot
axle” between 11.05
am and 1.05 pm for the
replacement of the
coach.

Cardiac arrest
ii Kolkata: West Bengal

minister Subrata
Saha on Thursday
died of cardiac arrest
in Murshidabad dis-
trict, his family said.
He was 69, and is sur-
vived by his wife, son
and daughter-in-law.

Trial run 
ii Bapatla: Indian Air

Force officials on
Thursday successfully
conducted a trial run
of the 4.1 km emer-
gency landing facility
constructed near
Picchikalagudipadu
village of
Korishapadu mandal
on the National
Highway-16. An IAF
official said a trans-
port plane AN-32, two
Sukhoi fighter planes
and two Tejas-light
combat fighters par-
ticipated in the trial.

Progress 
ii Nagpur:

Maharashtra’s com-
plete progress cannot
be possible without
development of
Vidarbha, Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde said in the
Assembly on
Thursday. He said his
government was
fully committed to
bring about progress
in underdeveloped
regions of the state
like Vidarbha and
Marathwada.

Injured 
ii Mau: A student of a

government poly-
technic college was
found unconscious at
his rented accommo-
dation here with bul-
let injuries on
Thursday, police
said. Sahil (22), a resi-
dent of Ghazipur dis-
trict, is a third-year
student of the
Government
Polytechnic College
here, they said.

A Sikh devotee takes
bath in the holy Sarovar
during birth anniversary
celebrations of the tenth
Guru of the Sikhs Guru
Gobind Singh Ji at the
Golden Temple, in
Amritsar, Thursday.

Will enable 40K
tonne more daily
coal despatch

S Y Quraishi

p On UP rivulet pollutionp Near Statue of Unity

Dibachandra Hrangkhawal
joins Congress

Agartala, Dec 29 (PTI): 

A day after resigning as
BJP MLA, Dibachandra
Hrangkhawal on
Thursday joined the
Congress on Thursday at a
rally here with his sup-
porters.

Assembly elections in
Tripura are due early next
year.

Hrangkhawal, a tribal
MLA of Karamcherra in
Dhalai district on
Wednesday had cited per-
sonal reasons for his resig-
nation.

In the rally Congress
general secretary Ajay
Kumar called upon the
people of Tripura to come
forward to unseat the
Manik Saha government
in the Assembly election.

“Tripura is one of the
worst sufferers of the BJP-
led government where at-

tempts are being made to
divert people’s attention
from real issues - unem-
ployment, price rise and
communal hatred”, he
said at the rally.

Kumar alleged that from
dawn to dusk the topic of
debate is confined to only
spreading communal ha-
tred and this has been
meticulously done so that
the people could not raise
issues like jobs, price rise,
communal harmony.

Kumar said there will be
a massive campaign for
the next two-months to
show the door to Manik
Saha (Chief Minister) and
Congress leader and party
MLA Sudip Roy Barman
will lead it from the front
to save the northeastern
state.

“If Rahul Gandhi can
walk 500 km why the party
soldiers could not? The

party leaders and workers
must join the campaign to
oust the BJP govern-
ment”, he said.

Sudip Roy Barman had
resigned as a BJP MLA
earlier this year and
joined the Congress in
February. He won in a by-
election later.

Roy Barman said the
people had given a chance
to the BJP to bring pros-
perity to the northeastern
state but they have turned
it into a “den of addiction
to drugs, ganja and
liquor”. “The state is reel-
ing under crises like un-
employment, drug abuse,
corruption and nepotism.
The youths are not getting
jobs. The issue of 10,323
teachers who are on
hunger strike for an indef-
inite period, has not been
settled in the five years”,
he said.

M Mahender Reddy



FIRE ON HIGHWAY

Firefighters work to extinguish a fire on a highway in Gwacheon, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 29. A freight truck 
collided with a bus on a highway near Seoul on Thursday, causing a fire that killed multiple people and injuring
dozens of others, officials said.
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Beijing, Dec 29 (AP):

Moves by the US, Japan
and others to mandate
COVID-19 tests for pas-
sengers arriving from
China reflect global con-
cern that new variants
could emerge in its ongo-
ing explosive outbreak
and the government may
not inform the rest of the
world quickly enough.

There have been no re-
ports of new variants to
date. But given the coun-
try’s track record, the
worry is that China may
not be sharing data on

any signs of evolving
strains that could spark
fresh outbreaks else-
where.

The US, in announcing
a negative test require-
ment on Wednesday for
passengers from China,

cited both the surge in in-
fections and what it said
was a lack of informa-
tion, including the ge-
nomic sequencing of the
virus strains in the 
country.

Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
expressed a similar con-
cern about a lack of infor-
mation when he an-
nounced a testing re-
quirement for passengers
from China earlier this
week.

More broadly, Director-
General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus

said recently that the
WHO needs more infor-
mation on the severity of
the outbreak in China,
particularly regarding
hospital and ICU admis-
sions, “in order to make a
comprehensive risk as-
sessment of the situation
on the ground.”

That dubiousness,
tinged with anger, on the
part of the international
community is a direct
outcome of the ruling
Communist Party’s sud-
den and poorly prepared
exiting of its hardline
policies, said Miles Yu, di-

Lack of info on China’s COVID outbreak stirs global concerns

Washington, Dec 29 (AP):

The US State
Department has approved
the sale of an anti-tank
mine-laying system to
Taiwan amid the rising
military threat from
China.

The department on
Wednesday said the
Volcano system and all re-
lated equipment would
cost an estimated USD 180
million.

It’s capable of scattering
anti-tank and anti-person-
nel mines from either a
ground vehicle or helicop-
ter, the type of weapon
some experts believe
Taiwan needs more of to
dissuade or repel a poten-
tial Chinese invasion.

To advertise that threat,
China’s military sent 71
planes and seven ships to-
ward Taiwan in a 24-hour
display of force directed at
the self-ruled island it

claims is its own territory,
Taiwan’s Defence
Ministry said on Monday.

China’s military harass-
ment of Taiwan has inten-
sified in recent years,
along with rhetoric from
top leaders that the island
has no choice but to accept
eventual Chinese rule.

That has seen the ruling
Communist Party’s in-
creasingly powerful mili-
tary wing, the People’s
Liberation Army, send
planes or ships toward the
island on a near-daily
basis.

Between 6 am on
Sunday and 6 am on
Monday, 47 of the Chinese
planes crossed the median
of the Taiwan Strait, an
unofficial boundary once
tacitly accepted by both
sides, according to the
Defence Ministry.

That came after China
expressed anger at
Taiwan-related provi-

sions in a US annual de-
fence spending bill in
what has come to be a
standard Chinese prac-
tice.

China conducted large-
scale live-fire military ex-
ercises in August in re-
sponse to US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s
visit to Taiwan.

Beijing views visits
from foreign governments
to the island as de facto
recognition of Taiwan as
independent and a chal-
lenge to China’s claim of
sovereignty.

While Washington has
only unofficial ties with
Taiwan in deference to
Beijing, those include ro-
bust defense exchanges
and military sales.

In its announcement,
the State Department said
the Volcano sale “serves
US national, economic,
and security interests by
supporting the recipient’s

continuing efforts to mod-
ernise its armed forces
and to maintain a credible
defensive capability”.

It said Taiwan would
have “no difficulty ab-
sorbing this equipment
into its armed forces”,
and that the sale would
“not alter the basic mili-
tary balance in the re-
gion”. Analysts differ
over what Taiwan’s de-
fense priorities should be,
with some calling for big-
ticket items such as ad-
vanced fighter jets.

Others argue for a more
flexible force, heavily
armed with land-based
missile systems to target
enemy ships, planes and
landing craft.

China’s overwhelming
numerical advantage in
personnel and equipment
give Taiwan little choice
but to opt for that more
“asymmetric” approach,
they say.

US to sell Taiwan anti-tank system
amid rising China threat

Phnom Penh, Dec 29 (AP):

A fire burning through
a Cambodian hotel casino
has killed at least 10 people
and injured 30 others, po-
lice said on Thursday, and

neighbouring Thailand
sent firetrucks to help
fight the blaze in a
bustling border region.

Videos posted on social
media showed people ap-
parently jumping from

windows after they were
trapped by the fire at the
Grand Diamond City
Casino and Hotel in the
border town of Poipet.
Thailand’s public broad-
caster reported dozens of
Thais were trapped in-
side. The blaze that start-
ed around midnight on
Wednesday was still burn-
ing Thursday morning.

At least 10 people had
been killed and another 30
injured, some critically,
said Maj. Gen. Sithi Loh,
police chief in Banteay
Meanchey province.

He said 360 emergency
personnel and 11
firetrucks were sent to the
scene and rescue teams
were looking for victims.

Sithi Loh said the cause
of the blaze was not yet
known. The casino em-
ployed about 400 workers.

Thai PBS reported that
50 Thais, both staff and
customers, were trapped
inside the casino complex.

It reported that
Cambodian authorities
requested help to deal
with the fire from
Thailand, which sent
five firetrucks and 10
rescue vans.

Fire at hotel casino on Cambodia 
border kills at least 10

In this photo provided by Cambodia’s Fresh News, a build-
ing burns near a Cambodia-Thai international border gate
in Poipet, west of Phnom Penh, Cambodia. A fire burning
through the Grand Diamond City Casino and Hotel has
killed multiple people and injured dozens of others, police
said Thursday, and neighboring Thailand sent firetrucks to
help fight the blaze in a bustling border region. 

I t's been an eventful year for
space exploration, with suc-

cesses including the completion of
Nasa's Artemis 1 mission (finally),
the inauguration of the James
Webb Space Telescope, and the
completion of China's Tiangong
space station. 2023 is set to be an-
other busy year. Here are five of
the most exciting missions to
watch out for.

JJuuppiitteerr  IIccyy  MMoooonnss  EExxpplloorreerr
In April, the European Space

Agency (Esa) is set to launch the
Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (Juice),
in what will be Europe's first dedi-
cated robotic mission to Jupiter.
Juice is due to reach the planet in
July 2031 after performing an in-
credible flight path through the
Solar System. The mission will
enter into orbit around Jupiter and
perform numerous flybys of its
large icy moons: Europa,
Ganymede and Callisto. After four
years of moon flybys, Juice will
then enter into orbit around
Ganymede, the largest moon in the
Solar System becoming the first
spacecraft ever to reach orbit
around the moon of another planet. 

The icy moons of Jupiter are in-
teresting as they are all believed to
host oceans of liquid water be-
neath their frozen surfaces. Europa,
in particular, is regarded as one of
the most likely abodes in the Solar
System for extra-terrestrial life.

Juice will be equipped with ten sci-
entific instruments including ice-
penetrating radar to study the in-
ternal oceans. This use of radar is a
practical first step in mapping the
sub-surface oceans, paving the
way for more exotic future mis-
sions involving submersible vehi-
cles some of which have already
been put forward. The launch win-
dow runs from April 5 to April 25.

SSppaacceeXX  SSttaarrsshhiipp
Although no date has been an-

nounced by aerospace company
SpaceX at the time of writing, the
first orbital test flight of the super-
heavy Starship spacecraft is highly
anticipated to occur in early
2023.Starship will be the largest
spacecraft capable of carrying hu-
mans from Earth to destinations in
space (the International Space
Station is larger, but it was assem-
bled in space).

It will be the most powerful
launch vehicle ever to fly, capable
of lifting 100 tonnes of cargo to low
Earth orbit. Starship is the collec-
tive name for a two-component
system consisting of the Starship
spacecraft (which carries the crew
and cargo) and the Super Heavy
rocket. The rocket component will
lift Starship to some 65km altitude
before separating and returning to
Earth in a controlled landing.

The upper Starship component
will then use its own engines to
push itself the rest of the way to
orbit. Several short test flights of
the Starship portion of the system
have been made with varying de-
grees of success. But the upcoming
flight will be the first time the
whole system will be used to reach
space as one.This first orbital flight
was originally scheduled to launch
in September 2022, but has been
delayed several times.

DDeeaarrMMoooonn
The long-awaited dearMoon

project, which will take members

of the public on a six-day trip
around the Moon and back, is due
for launch on Starship and was
originally planned for 2023.The
exact date will depend on the suc-
cessful test of Starship, but has
been on the books since 2018. It
will be the first true deep space
tourism launch. Financed by busi-
ness entrepreneur Yusaku
Maezawa, a competition was set
up to select eight members of the
public (and an unknown number of
crew) to join Maezawa on the trip
all completely paid for.

The winners and criteria used
have not been disclosed, although
it is suspected the guests may be
established or aspiring artists. This
mission will mark a big change in
the way we think about space, as
previously only astronauts picked
using incredibly stringent criteria
have been able to go into deep
space (note: we are not counting
brief 10-minute jaunts up to 100
km).A full trip of several days poses
extreme risks, both in terms of
health and engineering.The success
or failure of the dearMoon mission
could affect whether deep space
tourism becomes the next big
thing, or it is relegated back to
being a pipe-dream.
AAsstteerrooiidd  eexxpplloorreerr  rreettuurrnnss  ttoo  EEaarrtthh

The Origins Spectral
Interpretation Resource
Identification Security Regolith
Explorer, mercifully more com-
monly known as OSIRIS-REx, is a
Nasa mission to near-Earth aster-
oid Bennu. A key goal of this ro-
botic mission was to acquire sam-
ples of Bennu and return them to
Earth for analysis. OSIRIS-REx is
now fast returning to Earth with
up to a kilogram of precious aster-
oid samples stored aboard. If all
goes well, the capsule will detach
from the spacecraft, enter the
Earth's atmosphere and parachute
to a soft landing in the deserts of

Utah on September 24.
Asteroid sample return has only

been achieved once before, by the
Japanese Space Agency's
Hayabusa 2 mission in 2020. Bennu
is an approximately diamond-
shaped world just half a kilometre
in size, but has many interesting
characteristics. It is believed to
have broken off from a much larger
asteroid in the first 10 million years
of the Solar System. Some of the
minerals detected within it have
been altered by water, implying
that Bennu's ancient parent body
possessed liquid water. It also has
an abundance of precious metals,
including gold and platinum.
Finally, Bennu is classed as a poten-
tially hazardous object with a
(very) small possibility of Earth im-
pact in the next century.

IInnddiiaa''ss  pprriivvaattee  ssppaaccee  llaauunncchh
While SpaceX is the most promi-

nent private space launch compa-
ny, there are many others develop-
ing their own series of launchers
around the world. Skyroot
Aerospace, which successfully
launched its Vikram-S rocket in
November 2022, is soon to become
the first private Indian company to
launch a satellite. The rocket itself
reached 90km in altitude, a dis-
tance that would need to be im-
proved upon to get a constellation
of satellites into orbit. Skyroot's
first satellite launch is planned for
2023, with a goal of undercutting
the cost of private space launch ri-
vals by producing its 3D-printed
rockets in a matter of days. If suc-
cessful, this could also provide a
route for cheaper launches of sci-
entific missions, enabling a faster
rate of research. Clearly, interest in
the space sector remains high.
With many bold advances and
launches due in 2023, we are enter-
ing a new phase akin to the
"Golden era" of space launches in
the 1960s and '70s. 
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Digital media, greeting
cards and so on 

The present age is the age
of machines. In today's
world, people are moving
forward with electronic de-
vices and electronic media.
As a result, some of the tra-
ditions, some of the games,
some of the relationships in
our society have disap-
peared. At this point, how
many games that we played
when we were young are
being played now? These
days, kids are just busy
with mobile games and so-
cial media. That is really
worrying. These days, two
messages and two com-
ments on social media can
build relationships. But for
the most part, those rela-
tionships aren't long-term.
After all, digital relation-
ships rarely develop spiritu-
al relationships. Also Read -
Bangladesh's role in the se-
curity of Northeastern
states of India When I was
in school, my cousin's
daughter who lived across
the Luit sent me a letter in
the mail on the auspicious
occasion of the English
New Year, sending me New
Year's greetings with my
name. The letter is called a
'greeting card'. I seemed to
be waiting every year to re-
ceive that letter, because the
joy and excitement of re-
ceiving that letter was dif-
ferent. But slowly it ap-
peared that the letter was
not sent. The use of mobile
phones gradually increased
dramatically among people;
Various digital connections
like Facebook and
WhatsApp came. People
were busy there. Finally, I
found out that the greeting
card has disappeared all
around, its use has de-
creased. Now, people send
updates on social media and
messages to their loved
ones in the message box as
soon as it is 12 pm on
December 31: 'Happy New
Year'. The days of writing
letters are memories. In
fact, the influence of digital
media has allowed many
people to learn a lot, but the
digital world has brought
some of the traditions and
small pleasures among us to
extinction, which cannot be
denied.

Sanjib Sagar Das,
Bhawanipur, Bajali.

OPS only after review
Employees and pension-

ers of states which have an-
nounced the revival of the
OPS are elated. The reason
is obvious that they will get
huge monetary benefits.
The move is laudable, but if
we go by the words of
Sanjeev Sanyal that unfund-
ed OPS is a tax on future
generations, the state gov-
ernments must do study the
outcomes of this exercise.
Announcing something as a
poll sop is easy, but imple-
menting it is a Herculean
task. Also, from where will
these states get funds for the
revival of the scheme?
Bir Devinder Singh Bedi,

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Athletes display their ‘mallakhamb’ skills during Uttarakhand’s State-level Khel Mahakumbh, in Dehradun, Thursday, Dec. 29.

‘MALLAKHAMB’

A nother ‘chance encounter’ and another bunch of hardcore terror-
ists eliminated but the question remains from where they came

and for how many times we will be lucky to prevent any major incident
in and around Jammu and Jammu Division as a whole. In this month
only there was a grenade attack on this very Sidhra Bridge and the per-
petrators are still at large. Sticky bomb blasts in buses at Katra and
Udhampur, grenade attack at Rajouri, Bhatta Durrian encounter, live
bomb in a drain outside Jammu Railway Station and similar IED near
Phallian Mandal police post under Satwari Police Station, encounter be-
fore Jammu visit of PM, are enough indicators that Jammu Division is on
target of enemy. The things get further complicated as time and again
drones are being used to drop weapons, narcotics and even an attempt
being made in the past to blow up Air Force Station of Jammu. Another
serious aspect is use of RPG in attacking police station in neighbouring
state of Punjab and another set of RPG subsequently recovered two
days back only. All these incidents when seen on a broader canvass
leads to only one conclusion, from across the border Pakistan is desper-
ately trying to revive terrorism at any cost in both Punjab and Jammu
and Kashmir. All these incidents are not ordinary incidents but a well
hatched conspiracy to cause wide spread trouble across our UT. A look
at the arms and ammunition recovered from encounter site- 7 AK-47s,
M4 rifle, 3 pistols, ammunition make the whole matter much more seri-
ous with dangerous consequences, what are terrorists up to? Cross bor-
der arms, ammunition and narcotics smuggling has taken new dimen-
sion and almost daily seizures of narcotics in and around Jammu clearly
indicate that Pakistan has established underground network of sympa-
thisers in whole Jammu Division. Nonstop series of terrorists attacks all
along the National Highway have been going on for years together, be it
Gurdaspur police station or Pathankot Airbase or Samba officers’ mess
or Ratnuchak or Kaluchak or Sunjwan or Nagrota or Baan Toll Plaza ter-
rorists’ attack, the list is endless with only one major conclusion, this
National Highway is the main carrier route of terrorists. Time and again
Jammu and Kashmir Police have intercepted vehicles carrying terrorists
which have led to encounters, but all these are by chance only. We are
lucky enough every time that there have been no major causalities on
our side but for how long. Some serious intelligence, preempting
enemy designs, subsequent meticulous planning and precision elimina-
tion of the terrorists in there hideouts itself is the need of the hour. With
renewed strategies enemy is trying consistently to revoke terrorism
and indulge in some major terrorist attack, as such we should have a
counter strategy in place to checkmate the cross border enemy. As
pointed out this highway is main transit route for all antinational activi-
ties of arms, ammunition, narcotics, bovine and terrorists smuggling.
Experts have time and again recommended installation of full truck
body scanners at Lakhanpur and other places for automatic checking of
all inbound vehicles instead of random manual frisking, decades have
passed but no consideration to this important aspect being given and
nobody wants to answer this question, why? It is a serious unaddressed
security lapse as such Home Ministry should immediately intervene and
resolve this long pending much needed full body truck scanners issue.
Jammu and Kashmir have special security requirements which cannot
be ignored or buried under the carpet for so long. Another aspect is
strengthening of intelligence network all along the International
Border. Time and again anti national elements are able to ferment trou-
ble by indulging in acts of blasts and encounters, clearly indicating their
OGW and UGW networks are intact. Immediate house to house police
verification is needed to get the moles out. No doubt the police is over
burdened with plethora of duties but this most important aspect of
policing cannot be ignored for long now. There are enough indications
that sleeper cells and their sympathisers are very much present and it’s
high time to apprehend them before they are successful in causing
some major damage. Permanent check points all along the highway
with proper body gears and modern ammunition are a must now.
Enemy is frustrated for obvious reasons, no more able to cause any
major incident in the Kashmir valley as there are no hartal calendars, no
stone pelting and almost negligible terrorist incidents, factually terror-
ism has been squeezed to couple of pockets in two or three districts
only and Jammu and Kashmir Police is confident of wiping out the re-
maining lot of terrorists but we cannot be complacent. Enemy has been
outwitted but not dead yet and it will try its best to revive terrorism at
any cost. Thousand razor cuts bleeding theory of General Zia is very
much alive, pursued and being implemented with new strategies as
such we have to be extra vigilant to defeat the nefarious designs of the
enemy. There are no shortcuts to counter terrorism but consistent block
by block steps are must to wipe it out. Efforts of security forces despite
constrains are much appreciated and timely joint operation of Army
and JKP has saved the day once again for us but we have to pull up our
socks, no time to dabble around, embellishing our success is not the
need of the hour but taking all these recent incidents as reasons enough
to be extra vigilant. Public also has an important role to play, just be
cautious, report and support police if any unwanted activity is ob-
served. Our Jammu and Kashmir Police is professional and experience
enough to tackle any situation and will definitely go extra mile to count-
er these threats, every plan will be thwarted, terrorism has no place to
survive in Jammu and Kashmir.

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I t's remarkable to learn that India had effectively lifted 41.5 crore
people out of poverty between 2005–2006 and 2019–20, accord-

ing to the 4th Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2022 report
released recently. India is undoubtedly among the nations that has
drastically decreased poverty quicker than the global average. The re-
port was collaboratively produced by the Oxford Poverty and Human
Development Initiative and the Human Development Report Office of
the UNDP (OPHI).The index is an essential tool for gauging extreme,
complex poverty across more than 100 developing countries.The MPI
was first established to evaluate the advancement of Sustainable
Development Goal 1, which aims to eradicate poverty by 2030. It con-
siders ten factors, including health, living standards, education, and
others, to decide whether a family or the people living in it lacks ac-
cess to necessities.For the first time, the report dedicated a special
section focusing on the 15-year trend of poverty in India. The number
of people living in poverty has reduced by 415 million over the past 15
years, resulting in a drop in the prevalence of poverty from 55.1% to
16.4%. Despite enormous progress, the country continues to have the
highest percentage of people living in multidimensional poverty glob-
ally (364 million people). According to financial analysts, in order to
pull more people out of poverty, the government should invest more in
the productive sector and foster the growth of Small and Medium
Sized Enterprises (SMEs).This will cause the economy to expand and
employ more people, lifting them out of poverty.The agriculture sector
deserves more investment since its value chain may help the millions
of people living in poverty.Additionally, in order to raise people's stan-
dards of life, it is important to identify places that are impoverished
and to build infrastructure in those areas.

Poverty Alleviation in India

Another Jammu 
terrorists’ encounter

Five space exploration missions 
to look out for in 2023

Michelle Langley

E
ach December, Christmas,
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa,

among others, take over our thoughts
and our wallets as we participate in
ceremonies our ancestors have prac-
tised for as long as we can remember.
These are all example of traditions.
And in most cases, traditions are ac-
companied by rituals.

WWhhaatt''ss  tthhee  ddiiffffeerreennccee??
In scientific terms, a "tradition"

refers to the passing down of cus-
toms and beliefs from one generation
to the next. A "ritual", on the other
hand, is a series of actions performed
according to a prescribed order, and
which is often embedded in a larger
symbolic system, such as religion or
philosophy. For example, while cele-
brating birthdays is a tradition, blow-
ing out the candles on a cake is a ritu-
al. Similarly, while getting married is
a tradition, exchanging vows is a ritu-
al. New rituals can be created at any
time. To become tradition they only
need to be understood and replicated
by a wider community.

And it's not just in grand gestures
that humans practise rituals; some
are so embedded into our everyday
lives we no longer recognise them.
The very particular way someone
makes their tea or coffee in the morn-
ing is a ritual they enact daily.
Basically, rituals are everywhere. That
raises the question: why do we have
them at all? Archaeological evidence
for the earliest rituals Ritual behav-
iour has very deep origins in humani-
ty. However, tracking these origins
and their development is difficult as
rituals often leave little or no physical
traces behind for archaeologists to
find. Thus far, the best evidence for
ancient rituals is the deliberate burial
of loved ones. The oldest example is
found at Mt Carmel in Israel, where
some 130,000 years ago a
Neanderthal woman was laid to rest
by her community.

Archaeologists also suggest the
extensive use of coloured pigments
(particularly bright red) to paint bod-
ies, objects and rock walls points to
the practice of "symbolic" behaviour,
including ritual. The oldest reliable

evidence for colourant use dates to
between 500,000 and 310,000 years
ago comes from several archaeologi-
cal sites in southern Africa. Another
type of evidence that is often intrinsi-
cally tied to rituals and traditions is
musical instruments. Bone flutes dat-
ing back to about 42,000 years ago
have been found in Western Europe.
How long people have used the very
first instruments the human voice,
clapping hands and stomping feet re-
mains unknown.

WWhhyy  ddoo  wwee  hhaavvee  rriittuuaallss??
Rituals play a very important role

in human communities for a number
of reasons. First, rituals help reduce
individual and collective anxieties,
especially when we ourselves, our
family, or our whole community is
facing uncertain times or crisis.
Research has shown that by praying
or singing together we feel connect-
ed and supported and our anxiety is
reduced. This may explain why
Parisians were moved to sing togeth-
er as they watched their beloved
Notre Dame Cathedral burn in 2019.
Rituals also help reduce anxiety by al-

lowing us to feel control over our sur-
roundings. For instance, new parents
may be anxious about protecting
their baby. Rituals that welcome the
infant into the family and community
help them feel they've done every-
thing possible including drawing on
supernatural protection to ensure
their child's wellbeing.

Second, rituals bring people togeth-
er to celebrate or otherwise mark im-
portant life milestones. Births, gradua-
tions, marriages and deaths are all
marked by rituals and traditions
across the globe. These events provide
a time and place to gather and encour-
age people to renew their bonds with
friends and family. These bonds are
especially important in times of bad
luck, which helps explain why the in-
centive to maintain them has endured
through human history. Imagine living
tens of thousands of years ago, when
human communities were much
smaller and often lived farther apart. If
a volcano erupted, the resulting de-
struction could mean plant and animal
resources essential food and materials
needed for survival would not be avail-

able for months, or perhaps years. You
would then have to rely on the bonds
you maintained with neighbouring
communities through shared rituals.
Such bonds would encourage the
sharing of resources until circum-
stances improve.

Finally, rituals help us remember
and share huge amounts of cultural
information. By learning a format or
pattern of behaviour through ritual,
we can absorb information and recall
it later more easily. This approach
works astonishingly well to ensure in-
formation is passed down orally over
long periods. Thus far, the oldest
story dated using scientific methods
is the Aboriginal Gunditjmara people's
story of the Budj Bim volcano erup-
tion, which occurred 37,000 years ago
in what is now south-western Victoria.

Being able to retain information
about changes in the landscape, its
plants, animals and people ultimately
increased the likelihood that your fam-
ily would not only survive but thrive.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPrrooffeessssoorr  ooff
AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy,,  GGrriiffffiitthh  UUnniivveerrssiittyy))

Why rituals have been crucial for humans 
throughout history and why we still need them
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Economic 
management

Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has termed
Rajasthan’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP)
growth rate in double
digits as a symbol of
efficient economic
management of the
state government. “I
am very happy to in-
form that the state’s
economic growth rate
in the year 2021-22 has
been 11.04 per cent
and Rajasthan’s eco-
nomic growth rate is
second in the country.
The double-digit GDP
growth rate is a sym-
bol of the efficient eco-
nomic management of
our government and
the development of
Rajasthan,” Gehlot
tweeted today.

Mineral output 
New Delhi: The coun-
try’s mineral produc-
tion increased 2.5 per
cent in October over
the same month a
year ago, the mines
ministry said on
Thursday. The index
of mineral production
of mining and quarry-
ing sector for the
month stood at 112.5,
up 2.5 per cent as com-
pared to October last
year. As per provision-
al figures of the
Indian Bureau of
Mines, the cumulative
growth during April-
October 2022-23 over
the corresponding pe-
riod of previous year
is 4 per cent. The out-
put of important min-
erals in October in-
cludes coal (662 lakh
tonne), lignite (35 lakh
tonne), natural gas
(utilized) 2,829 million
cubic metre 
and petroleum (crude)
25 lakh tonne.

Appointment

Mumbai: Tata Sons
chairman N
Chandrasekaran will
head the new
Economic Advisory
Council of
Maharashtra, the state
government said on
Thursday. Deputy
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
made the announce-
ment in the Legislative
Council in Nagpur. “To
make Maharashtra a
trillion dollar economy,
the state government
is setting up an
Economic Advisory
Council, to be headed
by Tata Sons chairman
N Chandrasekaran,”
he said.

Big relief
New Delhi: The India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement, which
came into force from
Thursday, is set to pro-
vide a “big relief” to
Indian textile ex-
porters, the
Confederation of
Indian Textiles
Industry said. Under
the pact, Australia is of-
fering zero-duty access
to India for about 96.4
per cent of exports (by
value) from day one.

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

Amid global shocks and
challenges, the Indian
economy presents a pic-
ture of resilience and the
regulators are ready to
take appropriate actions to
preserve financial stability,
RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said on Thursday. In
his foreword to the 26th
Financial Stability Report
(FSR), Das said the inter-
national economic order
stands challenged and fi-
nancial markets are in tur-
moil due to monetary
tightening in most parts of
the world. Food and energy
supplies and prices are
under strain, debt distress
is staring at many emerg-
ing market and developing
economies, and every
economy is grappling with
multiple challenges, he
said. “Amidst such global
shocks and challenges, the
Indian economy presents a
picture of resilience.

Financial stability has
been maintained.
Domestic financial mar-
kets have remained stable
and fully functional. The
banking system is sound
and well-capitalised,” Das
said. In spite of formidable
global headwinds, he said
that India’s external ac-
counts remain well-cush-
ioned and viable. Going
forward, Das said that core
issues of management of
climate change, dealing
with unanticipated and
fresh shocks, if any, fur-
ther strengthening the
buffers of financial sys-
tem, harnessing fintech in-
novations and deepening

financial inclusion will
continue to receive priori-
ty attention from regula-
tors and policy makers. In
2023, India is well posi-
tioned to play a leading
role in the world stage as
part of its G20 presidency.
The biggest challenge for
G20 as a group is to re-ig-
nite the efficacy of multi-
lateralism, the Governor
said.

Further, Das said the
central bank recognises
the destabilising potential
of global risks even as it
draw strength from the ro-
bust macroeconomic fun-
damentals of the Indian
economy. “The Reserve
Bank and the other finan-
cial regulators remain vig-
ilant and in readiness to
ensure the stability and
soundness of our financial
system through appropri-
ate interventions, whenev-
er necessary, in the best in-
terest of the Indian econo-
my,” he said.

Indian economy presents a 
picture of resilience amid global

shocks: RBI Governor
Mumbai, Dec 29:  

Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said he expects
at least two more free trade
agreements to be signed up
in 2023. Negotiations are
scheduled with the UK,
European Union and
Canada, Goyal said at an
event here, adding that his
ministry does not have the
bandwidth to tend to re-
quests by smaller trading
partners like New Zealand
with which the bilateral
trade stands at USD 350
million. “India today
works from a position of
strength, we negotiate
with confidence,” Goyal
said, adding that the coun-
try will sign at least two
such free trade agree-
ments. Speaking at the
event to mark the opera-
tionalisation of the India-
Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade
Agreement signed in April
this year, Goyal said

January itself is filled
with meetings between
Indian Commerce
Ministry officials and their
counterparts abroad. After
handing over certificates
of origin to the first among
the Indian goods being
sent to Australia after the
agreement, Goyal said the

FTA will benefit a slew of
sectors, including textiles,
gems and jewellery and
also information technolo-
gy, which gets aided by the
dropping of double taxa-
tion. Goyal said he expects
Indian IT companies’
billing to Australia alone
growing to USD 1 billion in

the next 5-7 years from
USD 200 million at present.
The Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP),
which India walked out of
in 2019, would have be-
come a free trade agree-
ment with China in effect,
Goyal said, adding that
Indian industry was “pet-
rified” with the earlier
UPA government’s move to
start negotiations on the
same. He called the walk-
out an economically pru-
dent and wise decision. As
of now, with the agree-
ment with Australia, India
has separately struck
trade agreements with 13
of the 15 countries in the
RCEP, while only New
Zealand and China re-
main. He said on a conser-
vative basis, the ministry
expects the bilateral trade
between India and
Australia to increase to
USD 31 billion in five years
with the free trade agree-
ment in place.

Expect to sign at least 2 
more FTAs in 2023, says Goyal

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal
hands over the ‘certificate of origin’ to an industry
participant during an event to operationalize India -
Australia Economic Cooperation Trade Agreement
(IndAus ECTA), in Mumbai, Thursday, Dec. 29.

New Delhi, Dec 29:  

The government has
started close monitoring of
exports of products used
to deal with Covid infec-
tions such as PPE kits,
masks, ventilators and cer-
tain medicines like parac-
etamol on account of ris-
ing infections in various
countries, including
China, an official said. The
move is aimed at dealing
with any possible emer-
gency situation on account
of a spurt in coronavirus
cases. “We are keeping a
close watch on exports of
all these products. We are
monitoring the situation
to take appropriate deci-
sions, though the situation
at present is not alarming.
We should be prepared for
everything and for that

our domestic requirement
should be ready,” the offi-
cial said. “We have started
collecting data on a daily
basis for monitoring pur-
poses for products like
PPE kits, syringes, gloves,
certain medicines like
Remdesivir and paraceta-
mol,” the official added.
The issue came up at a re-
cently held inter-ministe-
rial preparatory meeting
attended by senior offi-
cials from different min-
istries including com-
merce, Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade,
health, and textiles. In
2020, to deal with the out-
break of the pandemic, the
government had imposed
restrictions and prohibi-
tions on exports of prod-
ucts such as PPE kits,

sanitisers, gloves, testing
kits, syringes, Remdesivir
and formulations made
from paracetamol. Official
sources on Wednesday
cautioned that the next 40
days will be crucial as
India may see a Covid
surge in January. As Covid
gets back on the radar
with a surge in China and
people worry about anoth-
er wave in India, some sci-
entists have called for a re-
ality check. The govern-
ment has already sounded
an alert and asked states
and Union Territories to
prepare for any eventuali-
ty. Following the surge, the
government made random
coronavirus testing
mandatory for two per
cent of passengers arriv-
ing in each international
flight from Saturday.

Govt closely monitoring exports 
of products used to deal with Covid

New Delhi, Dec 29:  

Your passion is your
identity! Encouraging peo-
ple to follow and grow
their passion, Amway
India, one of the country’s
leading FMCG Direct-
Selling companies, recent-
ly launched yet another
one-of-its-kind campaign,
‘Passion ko Do Poshan’
with Olympian Saikhom
Mirabai Chanu. The cam-
paign reiterates the
brand’scontinuous efforts
towards focusing on fuel-
ing one’s passion with ade-
quatenutrition support to
achieve excellence, in line
with its commitment to
helping people live better,
healthier lives through a
powerful and inspiring
digital film featuring its
brand ambassador

Mirabai Chanu.
Commenting on the

campaign, Saikhom
Mirabai Chanu said, “I’m
honored to be associated
with - Nutrilite from
Amway, which is globally
recognized for its plant-
based approach to dietary
supplements. As a profes-
sional athlete, I am always
looking for ways to live a
fit and healthy lifestyle

and, in my journey,
Nutrilite provides the ade-
quatenutrition to level up
my game and never slow
down.”

Talking about the cam-
paign, Mr. Ajay Khanna,
CMO, Amway India said,
“Amway has always held a
distinctive and compelling
approach to driving for-
ward its vision to make
India healthier. In line

with this, we are thrilled
to announce our new cam-
paign- ‘Passion ko do
Poshan’, that personifies
the essence of our nutri-
tion and wellness brand,
Nutrilite, the world’s No.1
selling vitamins and di-
etary supplements , which
brings together the best of
nature and the best of sci-
ence.

As people focus on ex-
celling in their passion
areas, they often miss out
on providing their bodies
with the nutrition, which
acts as fuel in their jour-
ney towards their goals.
This campaign reflects
how people’s passion is
synonymous with their
identity, and, along with a
proper diet, Nutrilite pro-
vides them with the re-
quired nutrition support.”

Amway India launches ‘Passion ko Do
Poshan’ campaign with Mirabai Chanu 

Mumbai, Dec 29:

Reliance Jio on
Thursday announced the
launch of its True 5G
services in Indore and
Bhopal. With the launch,
Reliance Jio has become
the first and the only op-
erator in MP to launch 5G
services in the city of
Indore and Bhopal. The
Jio True 5G launch is in
line with the announce-
ment made by
Honourable Chief
Minister Shri. Shivraj
Singh Chouhan at Shri
Mahakaal Mahalok
Ujjain on 14th December
2022. In his speech, CM
had said that Jio would
launch its 5G services in
Indore and Bhopal before
the end of 2022. The

launch of Jio True 5G
confirms Jio’s commit-
ment and supports the
technology readiness for
the upcoming 17th edi-
tion of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas and the
Global Investor Summit
to be held in Indore in
January 2023. Starting
today, Jio users in the city
of Indore and Bhopal,
will be invited to the Jio
Welcome Offer, to experi-
ence Unlimited Data at
up to 1 Gbps+ speeds, at
no additional cost.
Commenting on the
launch, a Jio
Spokesperson said that
“We are proud to rollout
5G in Indore and Bhopal
ahead of the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas and the
Global Investor Summit

in January 2023. Jio True
5G is the only 5G service
to be available in these
cities and we honoured
our commitment to the
Hon’ble CM regarding
the launch of True 5G
services in the state.
Indore and Bhopal are
important destinations in
MP with special focus on
education, tourism and
industrial growth. With
the launch of Jio’s True
5G services, consumers
will not just get the best
telecommunication net-
work but will also get in-
finite growth opportuni-
ties in the areas of e-gov-
ernance, education, au-
tomation, Artificial
Intelligence, gaming,
healthcare, agriculture,
IT, and SMEs.

Post launch of Jio True 5G
service in MP by CM

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

The RBI on Thursday
said banks’ gross NPA
ratio has fallen to a sever-
year low of 5 per cent and
the banking system re-
mains sound and well-cap-
italised. In the 26th issue
of the Financial Stability
Report (FSR), the RBI also
said the global economy is
facing formidable head-
winds with recessionary
risks looming large. The
interplay of multiple
shocks has resulted in
tightened financial condi-
tions and heightened
volatility in financial mar-
kets, it pointed out. “The
Indian economy is con-
fronting strong global
headwinds. Yet, sound
macroeconomic funda-
mentals and healthy finan-

cial and non-financial sec-
tor balance sheets are pro-
viding strength and re-
silience and engendering
financial system stability,”
the report said. In the fore-
word to the report, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the central bank
recognises the destabilis-
ing potential of global
risks, even as it draw
strength from the robust
macroeconomic funda-
mentals of the Indian
economy. “The Reserve
Bank and the other finan-
cial regulators remain vig-
ilant and in readiness to
ensure the stability and
soundness of our financial
system through appropri-
ate interventions, whenev-
er necessary, in the best in-
terest of the Indian econo-
my,” he said.

Gross NPA ratio falls 
to 7-year low of 5 pc: RBI

Mumbai, Dec 29: 

G l e n m a r k
Pharmaceuticals Limited
(Glenmark), an innova-
tion-driven, global phar-
maceutical company has
launched the first triple
fixed-dose combination
Teneligliptin with
Pioglitazone and
Metformin in India.
Teneligliptin is a widely
used DPP4 inhibitor
(Dipeptidyl Peptidase 4 in-
hibitor).

This FDC has been
launched under the brand
name Zita®-PioMet, and
containsTeneligliptin (20
mg) + Pioglitazone (15 mg)
+ Metformin
(500mg/1000mg) in a sus-
tained release (SR) formu-
lation. This offers patients
with Type 2 diabetes the

convenience of once daily
dosing to improve their
glycemic control and
achieve the targeted
HbA1c within 24 weeks.

On occasion of the
launch, Alok Malik, EVP
& Business Head - India
Formulations, Glenmark
Pharmaceuticals Ltd.,
said, “Type 2 diabetes pa-
tients in India often face is-
sues of beta cell dysfunc-
tion along with insulin re-
sistance.

In fact, the prevalence of
high insulin resistance in
India is 38% compared to
the global incidence of
15%ii. Being a leader indi-
abetes therapy in the coun-
try, we are proud to intro-
duce Zita®-PioMet, India’s
first triple fixed dose com-
bination for high insulin-
resistant type 2 diabetes.

Glenmark first company to
launch in India a Triple FDC 

New Delhi, Dec 29: 

The wave of consolida-
tion is likely to hit the
shores of the country’s
fast-growing retail indus-
try next year also as larg-
er players seek to
strengthen their foot-
prints, leverage technolo-
gies to improve efficiency
and expand beyond met-
ros. While the growth
prospects are promising,
the industry is entering
2023 with “cautious opti-
mism” amid inflationary
headwinds and concerns
over spurt in coronavirus
cases in different parts of
the world. After learning
the lessons from the pan-
demic-induced disrup-
tions, the retail players
will continue with their
multi-channel approach
and marketplaces such as

B2B (Business to
Business) commerce and
D2C (Direct to Consumer),
and also focus on diversi-
fying their supply
sources. Consultancy
EY’s India Leader -
Consumer Products &
Retail Angshuman
Bhattacharya said India
seems to be skipping the
modern trade wave, with
two of the large modern
trade chains adopting a
path of B2B commerce
and kirana integration,
with an ambition to cre-
ate a data-unified retail
environment. D2C data,
delivery information, and
telecom data integration
are likely to drive the
eventual convergence of
offline and online chan-
nels towards a “connected
commerce” model of to-
morrow, he said.

According to him, the in-
dustry is likely to contin-
ue witnessing consolida-
tion, as the scale gets driv-
en through technology-led
integration and efficien-
cies. The Retailers
Association of India
(RAI) said the retail in the
country is expected to
grow better than all other
key markets across the
world.

“The occasion-wear
market (festivals, wed-
dings etc.) will thrive in
the country if no Covid
restrictions are intro-
duced,” RAI CEO Kumar
Rajagopalan said.
Reliance Retail, part of
billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s Reliance
Industries Ltd (RIL), has
become India’s biggest
brick-and-mortar retailer
with over 16,600 stores.

Retail industry: Consolidation wave likely
to continue in 2023 amid Covid clouds

Kolkata, Dec 29: 

India is aiming to dou-
ble the size of its automo-
bile industry to Rs 15 lakh
crore by the end of 2024,
making it one of the
world’s top countries in
this sector, Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari
said. Gadkari also said
that his ministry will
carry out project works
worth Rs 5 lakh crore next
year, of which Rs 2 lakh
crore will come from the
government and the rest
will be raised from the cap-
ital market. “Currently
our automobile industry is
Rs 7.5 lakh crore and we
want to take it to Rs 15
lakh crore by the end of
2024, making it one of the
largest automakers in the

world, creating huge job
opportunities,” Gadkari
said at a virtual session of
Merchants’ Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.
He said the majority of au-
tomobiles in the country
will run on alternative
fuels by 2030.

“We are also working on
developing alternative,
clean and green fuels like
bio-ethanol, bio-CNG, bio-
LNG and green hydro-

gen,” he said, adding that
green hydrogen is the fuel
of the future. Gadkari
spoke about the success of
the listing of
Infrastructure Investment
Trust (InvIT) which drew
huge interest from in-
vestors. InvIT is a collec-
tive investment scheme
similar to a mutual fund,
which enables direct in-
vestment from individual
and institutional investors
in infrastructure projects
to earn a small portion of
the income as a return.

“Small investors are get-
ting 8 per cent return, bet-
ter than banks. We do not
have a problem with fund-
ing. Next year we will
work worth Rs 5 lakh
crore,” he said, responding
to a question on invest-
ment by his ministry.

India aims to double auto industry size
to Rs 15 lakh cr by 2024 end: Gadkari

NSE cautions
investors against
assured returns

schemes
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2299::  The National
Stock Exchange (NSE) has asked
investors not to put their money in
any scheme promising assured
returns from investments in the
stock market. The advisory comes
after the bourse found that two
entities — Pruthvi Consultancy
Services and KBK Advisory — were
offering such schemes and assuring
guaranteed returns on stock mar-
ket investments The two entities
are not registered either as mem-
bers or authorised persons of any
registered member of the NSE, the
exchange said in a statement on
Wednesday. Cautioning the
investors, NSE asked them not to
subscribe to any such scheme or
product offered by any entity offer-
ing indicative/assured/guaranteed
returns in the stock market as the
same is prohibited by law. Further,
investors have been advised not to
share their trading credentials such
as user ID and password, and not to
trade in the markets based on the
tips/ recommendations provided by
unregistered investment advisers.
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T
he spillover effect of Covid-19 battered econo-
my could be seen this year as well. High
Inflation and Unemployment remained the

key concern for the government and RBI entire
year. The Central bank used monetary tools such
as Repo rate to keep the inflation under control. It
had raised repo rate five times this year to make it
225 basis points higher than the start of the year. In
December MPC meeting, RBI hiked repo rate by 35
basis points.

RBI Monetary Policy Rate: 
How rates have changed this year

BIG NEWS THAT DOMINATED THE BIZ WORLD

CONTROVERSIES SHOOK THE NATION

T
he Reserve Bank
of India
( T h u r s d a y ,

December 01) launched
the first pilot for retail
digital Rupee. The pilot
would cover select lo-
cations in closed user
group (CUG) compris-
ing participating cus-
tomers and merchants.

The digital Rupee is a
virtual token that can be

used as a legal tender, ac-
cording to the RBI. It
would be issued in the

same denominations that
paper currency and coins
are currently issued. It

would be distributed
through intermediaries,
i.e., banks.

Central bank digital currency launch
Many major events
happened in business
world this year as well,
some of them will impact
our lives in next year as well.
RBI repo rate was one such
crucial event as RBI had tried
to keep inflation check via
monetary tool throughout the
year. Here are some impor-
tant events that dominat-
ed the biz world in
2022. I

n a rollercoaster saga unfolded throughout the
year 2022, tech billionaire finally bought mi-
croblogging platform Twitter at a whopping

cost of $44 billion in October end. The deal re-
mained clouded in uncertainty over Elon Musk’s
whims on whether to buy it or not. However, after
some coercion and legal battle, he had got ready to
buy it.

Twitter Takeover Deal

T
he entire year passed with a grim reminder
of imminent recession round the corner. The
recovering economies around the globe faced

multi-pronged challenges including Russia-
Ukraine conflict, Supply-Chain constraint, more.
Hence, many big tech companies laid off some por-
tion of their workforce in order to cut cost and
make themselves prepared for recession. Facebook,
Meta, BYJU’s, Disney, and Salesforce were some of
them which cut 1% to 13% of their staff this year.

Tech lay offs -- Major lay
offs in corporate world

Artifical Intelligence-based
new prototype chatbot
‘ChatGPT’ made the sensation
this year in the world for its
advanced capability of under-
standing natural language and
responding in a natural lan-
guage. The prototype based
chatbox was developed by
Artificial research company
OpenAI.

ChatGPT sensation
on Internet

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi on October 1, inau-
gurated the sixth edition of the India Mobile
Congress (IMC). PM Modi also launched 5G serv-

ices in India on that day. Soon many telecom companies
including Airtel and JIO have brought their 5G plans.
At the end of year, Airtel 5G service is available in over
50 cities across the country.

5G launch 
in India

FTX Fiasco

C
rypto exchange FTX filed for US bankruptcy pro-
ceedings on November 11 and Sam Bankman-
Fried stepped down as CEO, after a rapid liquidi-

ty crisis at the cryptocurrency group that has prompt-
ed intervention from regulators around the world.
FTX`s collapse also led to the spectacular fall in the for-
tune of its founder Bankman-Fried.

India was rattled with politi-
cal controversies in the year
about to end. They began
with a spark and some had
disastrous consequences before
dying a natural death.

Gyanvapi Masjid

I
n early May, a
Varanasi court di-
rected the

Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) to probe
the structure of the
Gyanvapi Masjid. A
Varanasi-based lawyer
filed a petition in the
lower court claiming il-
legality in the con-
struction of the
Gyanvapi Masjid and
sought an archaeologi-
cal survey of the
mosque. The controver-
sy was triggered when
five Hindu women filed
a suit in Varanasi
court, seeking to wor-
ship the Shringar

Gauri within the
Gyanvapi Mosque com-
plex. The mosque com-
mittee went to the apex
court. A petition was
filed in 1991 in the
Varanasi court where
the petitioners, the
local priests, sought
permission to worship
in the Gyanvapi
Mosque area. The peti-
tioners said that the
mosque was built on
the orders of
Aurangzeb by demol-
ishing a part of the
Kashi Vishwanath
Temple during his
reign in the 16th cen-
tury.

It all began in January
when Muslim students

were denied entry into a col-
lege in BJP-ruled
Karnataka’s Udupi because
they were wearing a hijab.
According to the teachers,
the dress didn’t adhere to
the prescribed dress code of
the college. The girls
opposed the teachers and
started protesting against
the college authorities. In
response, a group of boys
from another college started
wearing saffron shawls to
college, which led to a fight
among the students. In
response, the Karnataka
High Court released an order
that stated wearing a hijab
was not an essential reli-
gious practice of Islam. And
refraining from its use did

not violate religious freedom
in the country. Muslim stu-
dents filed petitions to
revoke the High Court order
and boycotted examinations.
During their protest, the
Muslim girls voiced their dis-
appointment at not being
allowed to wear hijab in edu-
cational institutions; they
said they had been deprived
of equal rights. The High
Court is yet to determine
whether wearing a hijab can
be termed an essential reli-
gious practice. Essential reli-
gious practice encapsulates
fundamental elements of the
religion and not following
them results in the change
of religion itself. But these
practices have to be within
the limits of Article 25 of the
Constitution.

The Hijab
controversy

O
n June 14, the
C e n t r a l
Government intro-

duced a short-term re-
cruitment policy, the
Agnipath scheme, for
Indian youth to serve in
the armed forces. The
scheme enabled young-

sters aged 17.5 to 21 to be
inducted into any of the
three services as “ag-
niveers” for a period of
four years. Reportedly, the
soldiers recruited under
Agnipath were to be re-
leased from service after
four years. Soon after the

government made the an-
nouncements, protests
erupted in Bihar and
Rajasthan and some other
places as defence job seek-
ers voiced concerns over
job security and pension.
Trains were set on fire at a
railway station in Bihar.

Agniveer protests Shiva Sena split

On June 20, Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray called a meeting of
Shiv Sena legislators to discuss cross-
voting by some party legislators during
the legislative council elections. Though
the Sena managed to win both its seats,
it was worrying that at least 10 party
legislators, led by rebel Eknath Shinde,
voted for a BJP candidate. Shinde ran
away along with most party MLAs first
to Gujarat and then to Assam, both BJP-
ruled states and didn’t listen to appeals
and threats from the Thackerays. After
days of high drama, Shinde was sworn in
as the new chief minister of
Maharashtra and BJP leader Devendra

Fadnavis as his deputy.

The Nupur
Sharma controversy

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) spokesper-
son Nupur Sharma’s comment on the
Prophet in a TV debate on the Gyanvapi
Mosque issue sparked a nationwide con-
troversy.  An FIR was filed against Nupur
Sharma for allegedly giving hate speech.
A video clip of her speech got viral on
Twitter leading to widespread protests
and cases of violence across the country.
Muslim nations such as Qatar and
Afghanistan slammed India over her com-
ments. Indian products in Gulf markets
faced a major setback.
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Melbourne, Dec 29 (AP):

Spinner Nathan Lyon
took 3-58 as Australia
bowled out South Africa
for 204 Thursday to claim
victory by an innings and
182 runs on the fourth day
of the second test at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground.

Australia clinched the
series and will be chasing
a 3-0 sweep in Sydney
where the third and final
test starts on Jan. 4.

Tamba Bavuma top-
scored for South Africa
with 65, although he also
played key roles in two run
outs. Resuming Thursday
on 15-1, South Africa lost
three wickets in the morn-
ing session.

Mitchell Starc, nursing
a tendon injury to the
blood-stained middle fin-
ger on his bowling hand,
produced a fast yorker to
remove Sarel Erwee lbw
for 21 at 47-2.

Ten runs later, Scott
Boland had Theunis de
Bruyn (28) caught at sec-
ond slip as cracks contin-
ued to appear in the
Proteas’ brittle batting
lineup. Those cracks
widened when Khaya
Zondo was run out in de-
moralizing fashion for one
at 65-4 after Bavuma

pushed to mid-off and
called Zondo through for a
risky single.

Bavuma and Kyle
Verreynne (33) fought
hard to add 63 for the
fourth wicket before
Boland (2-49) removed
Verreynne lbw at 128-5 in
the fourth over after
lunch. Marco Jansen (five)
fell in the same fashion to
spinner Nathan Lyon 16

runs later, following a
video review.

Bavuma was involved in
a second run out, theatri-
cally turning his back on
Keshav Muharaj (13) who
was forced to give up on an
attempted third run
through cover and failed
to regain his ground at the
striker’s end at 174-7.

A wild slog from
Bavuma was caught at

mid-on in the following
over as Lyon claimed his
second victim of the in-
nings and Kagiso Rabada
(three) also skied an at-
tempted slog, leading to
his departure in Lyon’s
next over at 177-9.

Anrich Nortje and
Lungi Ngidi entertained
the crowd with some big
hits as they added 27 for
the last wicket, which fell

before the tea break on day
four.

Medium-pacer Cameron
Green claimed a career-
best 5-27 in South Africa’s
first innings of 189. All-
rounder Green also scored
an unbeaten 51 in
Australia’s reply of 575-8,
retiring hurt for six with a
broken right-index finger
before returning to share a
century partnership with
wicketkeeper Alex Carey
(111) for the eighth wicket.

Green has been ruled
out of the third test.

Opener and man-of-the
match David Warner, who
scored 200 in his 100th test,
along with half-centuries
from Steve Smith (85) and
Travis Head (51), gave
Australia a solid founda-
tion before the late-order
heroics of Green and
Carey allowed captain Pat
Cummins to declare with
a 386-run advantage on the
first innings.

The victory was
Australia’s first test series
win at home against South
Africa since 2005-06. The
Proteas were triumphant
in 2008-09, 2012-13 and 2016-
17. Starc took 1-62 off 18
overs in a lion-hearted per-
formance and is expected
to focus on being fit for
Australia’s test tour of
India in February.

Australia beats South Africa 
in 2nd test to clinch series

The Australian team celebrate after defeating South Africa on the fourth day of the
second cricket Test match between Australia and South Africa at the MCG in
Melbourne on December 29.

Karachi, Dec 29 (AP):

New Zealand pushed
Pakistan onto the backfoot
in the first test after Kane
Williamson hit a
marathon unbeaten dou-
ble century on Thursday.

Williamson’s 200 not out
in 10 hours earned New
Zealand a meaningful 174-
run lead as the visitors de-
clared at a monumental
612-9 at tea, with tailender
Ish Sodhi scoring a career-
best 65. New Zealand spin-
ners Michael Bracewell
and Ish Sodhi made early
inroads in the final session
to reduce Pakistan to 77-2
at stumps. Pakistan still
trails by 97 runs
on a wicket
which has some
encouragement for
spinners from the
bowlers’ footmarks.

Imam-ul-Haq saw off
the session with an un-
beaten 45 while night-
watchman Nauman Ali
survived an umbrella of
fielders around him in the
last over to go not out on 4.

Abdullah Shafique once
again threw away his
wicket as he was caught
low down at short mid-on
for 17 after attempting a
needless drive against off-
spinner Michael
Bracewell. Shafique had
fallen cheaply in
Pakistan’s first innings
score of 438 when he came

down the wicket off Ajaz
Patel in only the fourth
over of the game and got
stumped. Lefthander
Masood was out lbw for 10
after he went onto the
backfoot against Sodhi’s
sharp delivery. Captain
Tim Southee ended
Pakistan’s long frustrating

time in the field
when he de-

clared just after
Williamson lifted

mystery spinner
Abrar Ahmed over

extra cover for his 21st
boundary and then raised
his fifth double hundred
with a single that also fea-
tured a six.

Abrar, who took 17 wick-
ets in two test matches
against England earlier
this month, finished with
5-205 but not before
Williamson and Sodhi had
extended the lead with a
159-run seventh-wicket
stand on a slow turning
wicket. Williamson and
Sodhi dug in for well over
1 1/2 hours into the second
session after New Zealand
resumed on 440-2 before
Pakistan claimed three
quick wickets through
spinners. Both put on 79

runs in the first session
and batted with de-
termination even

when Pakistan took
the second new ball.

They stood firm against
the googlies and legspin of
Abrar while leftarm spin-
ner Nauman (3-185) could-
n’t pose problem from the
footmarks. Sodhi finally
holed out soon after cross-
ing his previous test best
of 63 also against Pakistan
in 2014 while Southee and
Neil Wagner followed
without scoring.

Pakistan in trouble after
Williamson hits double century

New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI):

Transition period in an
international team is al-
ways “difficult to handle”
but India has abundant tal-
ent and a potentially good
leader in Hardik Pandya
to smoothly see through
the phase in T20 cricket,
feels former Sri Lanka
captain Kumar
Sangakkara. India will
play six white ball match-
es against Sri Lanka in the
new year with Pandya re-
placing Rohit Sharma as
captain for T20Is starting
January 3. The squad also
doesn’t have KL Rahul and
Virat Kohli which is an in-

dicator that Indian cricket
will undergo transition
from this series.

“Transition is in-
evitable. You have to be al-
ways ready for it. But you
need supporting players to
come through the system
for it to be effective
smoothly,” Sangakkara
told PTI during an interac-
tion organised by Star
Sports, official broadcast-
er of the upcoming Sri
Lanka tour of India.
“Every side goes through
difficult transitions and
we saw that in Australia.
Saw that in NZ for consid-
erable period some time
back, even England. So

you have all these sides go
through transition and dif-
ficulty is a common
theme,” he cited the com-
mon phenomenon.

For the Lankan legend,
it is important to give the
fresh faces a long rope.

“You have to have trust
in players that you select,
trusting them for long pe-
riods, giving them expo-
sure and grounding they
require, so that they can
settle in international
cricket and understand
what it is all about.”

For Sri Lanka especially,
transition has been really
difficult ever since the
likes of Sangakkara and
Mahela Jayawardene re-
tired. “India has a throng
of young players coming
through so it is just about
the selecting the best
among them and giving
them a longer run,”
Sangakkara observed.

However, he waxed elo-
quent about Pandya hav-
ing watched his captaincy
for Gujarat Titans while
being a mentor for
Rajasthan Royals in the
IPL.

Hardik has ingredients to
be successful: Sangakkara

Melbourne, Dec 29 (PTI):

Australian pace bowler
Mitchell Starc on
Thursday made his dis-
pleasure known to South
African batter Theunis de
Bruyn for backing up at
the non-striker’s end dur-
ing the second innings of
the Boxing Day Test at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground here.

The 32-year-old
Australian quick, after
jokingly telling de Bruyn
that he was “half way
down Punt Road”, became
more strident later, warn-
ing the Proteas top-order
batter that if he continued
to leave the crease, he
would be forced to
‘Mankad’ him.

“I had a word with him
(De Bruyn) last night
(Wednesday) because he
was doing it yesterday.
And then he was half way
down Punt Road when I
was stopped,” Starc said
on Fox Cricket after the
hosts wound up the Test
inside four days, inflicting

an innings and 182-run de-
feat on Dean Elgar’s side.

De Bruyn was eventual-
ly dismissed on 28, caught
by Steve Smith off Scott
Boland.

“He said he’s not doing
it on purpose. (If) I’ve got
to keep my foot behind the
line (while bowling), so
you could at least keep
your bat behind the line,”
Starc said.

“There’s no need for it
(backing up too far). You
saw how far down he was,”
added Starc, who will need

a prolonged break to re-
cover from the injury to
his left hand finger.

Once considered unfair
play, although legal, in the
gentleman’s game, the ICC
has now termed these
kind of dismissals as ‘run
out’. Since October 1, it no
longer sits in the ‘unfair
play’ section of its rule
book.

However, the debate con-
tinues if such dismissals
are against the ‘spirit of
game’.

Starc, who bowled with

excruciating pain on
Thursday due to an in-
jured finger in his bowing
arm, got the full backing of
his skipper Pat Cummins.

Starc is supposedly a big
critic of ‘Mankading’, in-
formally named after for-
mer India cricketer Vinoo
Mankad, and had got a lot
of attention for his com-
ments when he told Jos
Buttler during the third
and final T20I against
England in October that
he “is not Deepti
(Sharma)”.

The Australian quick
was referring to Indian
women’s team all-
rounder’s dismissal of
England’s Charlie Dean in
an ODI, which had stirred
a lot of debate.

But on Thursday, a flus-
tered Starc said, “That’s
just absolutely taking the
mickey. That’s not just tak-
ing off before I bowl, he’s a
metre down the wicket.
Yeah I gave him a couple of
warnings. If he wants to
keep doing it I’ll take them
(the stumps).”

Starc, Cummins unhappy with
South African batters backing up

Paris, Dec 29 (AP):

World Cup superstar
Kylian Mbappe scored a
penalty deep into stoppage
time as unbeaten league-
leader Paris Saint-
Germain overcame
Neymar’s red card to
scrape a 2-1 home win
against Strasbourg.

PSG players celebrated
wildly at the final whistle,
probably out of relief fol-
lowing a poor perform-
ance against a team in
19th place. The penalty
came after Jean-Ricner
Bellegarde clumsily lost
the ball trying to dribble
through midfield rather
than clearing it in the 93rd
minute.

The ball reached
Mbappe and he was fouled
from behind. PSG captain
Marquinhos swept the
loose ball home but referee
Clement Turpin disal-
lowed the goal and the
penalty stood.

Mbappe held his nerve
to sweep the ball past goal-
keeper Matz Sels, who
guessed the right way but
was beaten for speed.
Mbappe’s 96th-minute

penalty increased his
league-leading tally to 13
goals as PSG moved eight
points ahead of second-
place Lens, which plays on
Thursday.

Neymar was earlier
shown a second yellow
card in the 62nd for diving
in the penalty area and
red-carded. It means he
will be suspended for
Sunday’s trip to Lens.

Mbappe started just 10
days after playing in the
World Cup final. He be-

came only the second play-
er to score a hat trick in
the final but was incon-
solable after Les Bleus lost
on penalties to Lionel
Messi’s Argentina follow-
ing a 3-3 draw. Messi was
given extra time off by
PSG and is expected back
at training early next
week.

Neymar, who was in
tears after Brazil lost to
Croatia in the quarterfi-
nals, set up PSG’s opening
goal at Parc des Princes.

Mbappe saves PSG with late
penalty; teen Ben Seghir shines

Paris Saint-Germain’s French forward Kylian Mbappe
shoots the ball during the French L1 football match
between Paris Saint-Germain FC and RC Strasbourg
Alsace at The Parc des Princes stadium in Paris.

KKaabbuull,,  DDeecc  2299  ((PPTT))::

Star leg-spinner Rashid
Khan was on Thursday named
Afghanistan’s new T20 captain,
replacing veteran Mohammad
Nabi. Rashid, 24, was appoint-
ed captain ahead of the 2021
T20 World Cup as well but had
stepped down following the
announcement of the squad,
claiming he was not consulted
over selection.

Nabi had stepped down post
the 2022 T20 World Cup in
Australia. “Rashid Khan is a
massive name in Afghanistan
Cricket. He has colossal experi-
ence of playing the format
around the world which will
help him take the team to a
new level in the format,” said
Afghanistan Cricket Board
chairman Mirwais Ashraf in a
statement.

“Rashid Khan has the experi-
ence of leading AfghanAtalan
in all three formats before and
we are happy to have him as
our skipper for the T20I format
again. I am sure he will come
out on top and will bring more
glories to the nation.” T20
superstar Rashid said captain-
ing the national team is a mas-
sive honour. “Captaincy is a
huge responsibility. I have the

experience of leading my coun-
try before, there is a great
bunch of guys with whom I
have a good understanding and
feel pretty comfortable. “We
will try to stick together, will
work hard to put things on the
right track and bring pride and
joy to our country and nation,”
said Rashid.

Rashid Khan appointed
Afghanistan T20 captain

Dubai, Dec 29 (PTI):
Swashbuckling Indian bat-
ters Suryakumar Yadav
and Smriti Mandhana
were on Thursday nomi-
nated for the men’s and
women’s T20 Cricketer of
the Year awards, respec-
tively, for their exploits in
2022. Suryakumar has
been nominated alongside
T20 World Cup-winning
England all-rounder Sam
Curran, Pakistan wicket-
keeper batter Mohammad
Rizwan and Zimbabwe’s
batting all-rounder
Sikandar Raza for the top
honours in the men’s cate-
gory. Pakistan bowling all-
rounder Nida Dar, New

Zealand’s Sophie Devine
and Australian Tahlia
Mcgrath will give
Mandhana competition in
the women’s category.

Suryakumar had a sen-
sational 2022 in the short-
est format of the game, be-
coming just the second
batter to score more than
1000 runs in a year in the
format.

He ended the year as the
highest run-getter, scoring
1164 runs at a ridiculous
strike-rate of 187.43. His
tally of 68 sixes in the cal-
endar year in T20s is the
highest anyone has record-
ed in the format in a year
by a fair distance.

Suryakumar, Mandhana
among nominees for ICC T20
Cricketer of the Year honour

Johannesburg, Dec 28 (PTI):

The start of Indian
Premier League changed
his life and Ab de Villiers
is hoping the inaugural
SA20 at home does the
same for the younger gen-
eration of cricketers in
South Africa.

The inaugural SA20, fea-
turing six newly-con-
structed teams, will
launch on January 10 at
Newlands with the open-
ing local derby between
MI Cape Town and Paarl
Royals setting up an explo-
sive start to South African
cricket’s new-kid-on-the-
block. All teams are owned
by IPL franchises. De
Villiers, who played in the
IPL since its inception in
2008 till last year when he
retired, says the SA20 is
just the boost the game re-
quires in South Africa. “I
think the SA20 comes at a
really good time for South
African cricket. We have
seen the amazing things
that these leagues have
done to cricket in particu-
lar nations,” De Villiers

told Cricket South Africa.
“To give our youngsters
this base and the founda-
tion to get exposure at the
highest level against the
best players in the world is
what it’s all about.”

Among the youngsters
that De Villiers will be
keeping a close eye on is
MI Cape Town’s young bat-
ting sensation Dewald
Brevis.

IPL changed our lives
forever,: de Villiers

SA20 league provides timely boost to South African cricket
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New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Amid growing concern
over a surge in COVID-19
cases in some countries,
including in India, the
New Delhi Municipal
Council has leapt into ac-
tion by organising mock
drills, holding preparatory
meetings and educating
people on the pandemic.

NDMC vice-chairman
Satish Upadhyay conduct-
ed an inspection of the
services at a hospital on
Tuesday. The New Delhi
civic body also called a
joint meeting with health
officials to verify the
Covid arrangements at

Charak Palika Hospital in
Moti Bagh on the same
day. Sharing details about
coronavirus preparedness,
NDMC Chairman Amit
Yadav said the civic body
started working soon after
the Centre issued an advi-
sory on COVID-19. "With
the COVID-19 advisory
from the government, we
have already begun work-
ing. We are holding inspec-
tions in hospitals. We are
conducting mock drills
and conducting preparato-
ry meetings. We are taking
stock of medicine avail-
ability," Yadav said. China
has been witnessing thou-
sands of cases daily in the
last few weeks. On
Wednesday, India logged
188 new coronavirus infec-

tions with a daily positivi-
ty rate of 0.14 per cent and
the weekly positivity rate
recorded at 0.18 per cent,
the Union Health Ministry
said. Meanwhile,
Upadhyay said 11 response
teams are in action while
two hospitals and dispen-
saries are ready.

"We are fully ready to
tackle COVID-19. Our oxy-
gen plant is functional.
Our team inspected the
oxygen plant, pathology
lab, haematology lab, bio-
chemistry lab, disaster
management ward, isola-
tion centre, sample collec-
tion centre, vaccination
centre, emergency ward,
ICU ward, OPD block and
other areas in the hospi-
tal," Upadhyay said.

Experts underline role of mental grooming,
aptitude test before sending kids

Kota (Rajasthan), Dec 29 (PTI): 

Parents should assess
their children's aptitude
through professional
help before deciding
whether to send them to
Kota to prepare for the
highly competitive JEE
and NEET exams, ex-
perts have suggested, as
the country's coaching
hub feels the disquiet
caused by the suicide of
four students within a
month.

Grooming students
mentally and training
them to do their daily

chores on their own are
also very important part
of "preparing for the
preparation" exercise,
say educational experts
and psychologists who
have been keeping a tab

on the recent incidents.
Dr Chandra Shekhar

Sushil, who is the head of
the Department of
Psychiatry at New
Medical College Hospital
here, said instead of

pushing children to be-
come doctors and engi-
neers, parents should
make them take an apti-
tude test and then decide
what's best for them.

A majority of parents
send their children for
coaching there with al-
most zero preparation
and the focus is only on
arranging finances and
logistics, they noted.

The recent suicide by
four coaching students
triggered a fresh debate
about mental health of
the students who are
often bogged down in the
fast-paced curriculum,
family expectations and
societal pressures.

ED raids Punjab milk
products processing

business group
New Delhi, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on
Thursday said it
has seized Rs 1.15
crore cash, mobile
phones and proper-
ty documents after
raiding the premis-

es of a Punjab-based busi-
nessman in connection
with a money laundering
probe linked to an alleged
bank loan fraud.

The searches were
launched on December 27
at 11 business and resi-
dential premises of Pure
Milk Products Pvt. Ltd
(PMPPL), its directors
Charanjit Singh Bajaj,
Livtar Bajaj and Gurdeep
Kaur, their associated en-

tities, along with the
premises of their associ-
ates, the federal probe
agency said in a state-
ment. The money laun-
dering case stems from a
FIR of the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI)
filed against the accused
earlier, it said.

The CBI FIR had al-
leged that PMPPL "com-
mitted the offence of for-
gery, cheating, submis-
sion of forged documents
as genuine and other of-
fences, and credit facili-
ties sanctioned by the
bank to PMPPL was Rs
62.13 crore and the total
NPA (non performing
asset) amount was Rs
60.74 crore as on
31/10/2019."

Madurai, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Every time the bull was
released into the sporting
arena, she pushed her tail
between her hind legs and
raised her ears. The milch
cow, tethered to a tree,
pretty close to the arena
was apparently apprehen-
sive and perhaps afraid as
the bull repeatedly
charged at her.

Veerapandi village near
Madurai city was hum-
ming, young men training
hard to succeed as ace
tamers in the bull taming
sport 'Jallikattu,' that tra-
ditionally commences in
the Tamil month of 'Thai'
(January) and is conduct-
ed in several regions of
Tamil Nadu.

Under the watchful eyes

of master trainers,
'Mudakkathan' Mani and
'Police' Vinoth, the young
men learn the signifi-
cance of sharp reflexes
and the appropriate meth-
ods to hold on to a bull's
hump to ensure that there
is no injury to man and
animal. Workout sessions
are now relatively more.

The 'Vadi,' entry point
to the makeshift sporting
arena in the village was
abuzz with youths and
bulls raring to go and lit-
tle ones huddling on a
platform under a large
tree to cheer the trainees.

A few men line up on
both sides of the Vadi,
ready to make a soft jump
onto the animal."Lower
your left hand a little
below the hump and have
a watch over your legs
too," Mani shouts at
Sriram Marudhupandi, a
college student.

The youth, who man-

aged to get to the hump
could not sustain the brief
success as the bull eventu-
ally gave the youth the
slip and he tripped and
fell to the ground with a
thud. "Adjusting the posi-
tion of the hand very fast
is important to avoid in-
jury. If the bull turns its
neck, its horn may pierce
or hit the tamer badly,"

Mani, a veteran bull
tamer, who has success-
fully tamed over 3,500
bulls over a span of about
25 years told PTI. "The
tamer's legs should not go
too close to the animal's
legs. The aspirant's knees
must bend slightly back-
wards as and when need-
ed." When Karthikeyan, a
28-year old bank employ-

ee, inadvertently took a
step ahead of the animal,
Vinoth screams, asking
him to run beside the bull.

"Careful man, go on the
side of the animal, run
parallelly, eyes on its
hump for a good em-
brace," Vinoth, who has
tamed 2,000-plus bulls, in-
structs the youth. He is a
regular participant in
Jallikattu for the past
over 20 years. A Grade-I
police constable, he trains
young men during his
leisure.

Mani and Vinoth also
act like 'bulls' and teach
the importance of not
touching the horn or tail.

Moments later, another
bull is released and les-
sons are repeated. "Look
at the eyes, in all probabil-
ity, it will turn left. Men
on left alert," says Mani.
After a short gallop for-
ward, the bull runs to-
wards the left side!

5G services to be launched in Odisha

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29 (PTI): 

Asserting that the
Centre has sanctioned Rs
5,600 crore for telecom
services in Odisha this fis-
cal, Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Thursday said 5G services
will be launched in the
eastern state before the
Republic Day celebrations
next year. In an apparent
reference to the ruling
BJD in the state, the minis-
ter also said, "now, no one
can make an allegation
that the Centre is neglect-
ing Odisha's telecom sec-
tor".

"The Modi government
has sanctioned a total of
Rs 5,600 crore for telecom
services in Odisha in the
2022-23 fiscal, and 5G serv-
ices will be launched in
the state before the

Republic Day celebrations
on January 26, 2023," he
said. Vaishnaw, the minis-
ter of railways, communi-
cations, electronics and in-
formation technology, said
a survey was recently con-
ducted in all villages of
Odisha where mobile tow-
ers are not available.

"Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had direct-
ed officials to ensure high-
quality 4G and 5G services
in all villages," the minis-
ter said. Vaishnaw had in
October said that 5G serv-
ices would be available in
at least four cities of
Odisha by March 2023, and
80 per cent area of the
state will have access to
the upgraded network by
the end of the next year.

PM Modi had on
October 1 launched the 5G
services that promise to

provide ultra high-speed
internet on mobile
phones. Vaishnaw was
speaking at a foundation
stone laying ceremony for
the redevelopment of the
Bhubaneswar railway sta-
tion. Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi, who was
also present in the pro-
gramme, claimed that
Odisha has substantially
gained from the central
government's policy for
auctioning of mines.

"The state's revenue
from the mining sector
has touched Rs 50,000
crore from around Rs 5,000
crore in 2014-15," he point-
ed out. He also alleged that
the states were "unable to
garner adequate revenue
from mining operations
earlier" as a policy of 'first
come first served' was fol-
lowed.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 29: 

Union Minister of
Education and Skill
Development &
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Union Minister of Coal,
Mines & Parliamentary
Affairs  Pralhad Joshi and
Union Minister of
Railways, Communication
and Electronics &
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw laid the
foundation Stone for much
awaited public centric vital
Railway project
“Redevelopment of
Bhubaneswar Railway
Station” proposed to be a
World-Class infrastructure
at Bhubaneswar Railway
Station and flagged off
Puri-Jaleswar-Puri MEMU,
on Thursday.

Speaking to the gather-
ing, Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Prahlad Joshi praised
Railway Minister  Ashwini
Vaishnaw for utilising
Electronics & Information
Technology in Railways
and speeding up the infra-
structural Development in
the country by laying new
lines and redeveloping the
Stations and also providing
amenities for the benefit of
the people.

Union Minister of
Railways Ashwini
Vaishnaw in his speech
said that, priority is being
given for the development
of Railways in Odisha.
Now Odisha is getting
more than 10 thousand
crores instead of rupees
700 to 800 crores before
2014. Now Railway is con-

structing about 300 Kms
rail line in an year instead
of a mere 20 to 30Kms earli-
er. Apart from this, 36
Railway Stations of Odisha
are now being upgraded
with modern facilities
where every corner of the

State have been given prior-
ity. These apart, Jagannath
circuit will also run within
a few days. Redevelopment
of Bhubaneswar Railway
Station will have a number
of facilities with modern
infrastructure and ameni-

ties. The Construction peri-
od of the project is 24
months from the start of
the work, added Vaishnaw.
MPs Shri Pratap Sarangi &
Mrs Aparajita Sarangi,
MLAs Ananta Narayan
Jena graced the occasion at
Bhubaneswar Railway
Station.

In the function at Angul
Station, Chief Minister of
Odisha Naveen Patnaik
Flagged off New Express
train between Sambalpur
and Shalimar via Talcher-
Dhenkanal & Bhadrak in
presence of Dharmendra
Pradhan, Pralhad Joshi
and  Ashwini Vaishnaw.
Much awaited Sambalpur -
Shalimar Express via
Talcher-Dhenkanal &
Bhadrak will fulfil the aspi-
rations of the people of
this area.

‘Benefits of tech should
reach remote areas, poor’
Hyderabad, Dec 29 (PTI): 

The benefits of technol-
ogy should reach the re-
mote areas and poorest of
the poor. It should be used
as an instrument of social
justice, President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Thursday.

Addressing the stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers of G Narayanamma
Institute of Technology
and Science for Women
and also students of B M
Malani Nursing College
and Suman Junior
College of Mahila
Dakshata Samithi here,
she said engineering has
played a big role in tech-
nological advancements,
including computers,
medical equipment, inter-
net, smart devices and
digital payment systems.

The role of engineering

as a profession becomes
very critical in today's
world where unthinkable
and unprecedented prob-
lems need quick and sus-
tainable solutions, she
said. Observing that engi-
neers have the power to
make the world a better
place, the President said
the solutions that they

find and technologies that
they would create in fu-
ture should be people-ori-
ented and environment-
friendly, an official release
said. Recently at COP 27,
India reiterated its vision
of a safe planet in an one-
word Mantra LiFE which
stands for Lifestyle for
Environment. "We have

been achieving our cli-
mate targets and upgrad-
ing them. We are taking
new initiatives in renew-
able energy, e-mobility,
ethanol-blended fuels,
and green hydrogen.
These initiatives can
start producing better re-
sults on ground through
technological innova-
tions," she said.

The President said
technology in today's
world has social, eco-
nomic, political, educa-
tional, environmental
and geo-political dimen-
sions. It is continuously
evolving and impacting
every arena. She ex-
pressed hope that engi-
neers would come out
with innovative tech-
nologies for the benefit of
public at large and im-
prove the quality of life
of the people.
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Sikh devotees visit the Golden Temple to participate in the birth anniversary celebrations of Guru Gobind Singh
Ji, in Amritsar, Thursday.

BIRTH ANNIV CELEBRATIONS 

President Droupadi Murmu with Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan and Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy
during a function at G. Narayanamma Institute of Technology
and Science for Women, in Hyderabad, Thursday.

Foundation stone laid for  ‘Redevelopment
of Bhubaneswar Railway Station’

Union Railways Minister Ashwini Vishnaw with Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi, MPs Aprajita Sarangi and Pratap Chandra Sarangi during
laying of foundation stone for Redevelopment of Bhubaneswar
Railway Station, in Bhubaneswar, Thursday. 

Before 2023 R-Day celebrations

TN’s rural landscape humming, young men rev up training
̈ To take on

mighty bulls

Jallikattu master trainers Mudakkathan Mani and 'Police'
Vinoth train young men in taming bulls at Veerapandi vil-
lage near Madurai, Monday.

COUGH SYRUP DEATHS

India seeks details
from Uzbekistan on

investigations
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2299  ((PPTTII))::  India is
in touch with the Uzbak authori-
ties and has sought details of
their investigation into the death
of 18 children after allegedly con-
suming cough syrup made by an
Indian firm, the External Affairs
Ministry said on Thursday. MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
also said consular assistance is
being provided to some linked to
the company who are facing
legal action there.

Noting that the Uzbek authori-
ties have not formally taken up
the matter with New Delhi, he
said,"nevertheless, our embassy
has contacted the Uzbek side
and is seeking further details of
their investigation ... We under-
stand that legal action has been
initiated by the Uzbek authorities
against some people, including
the local representative of the
company there".

"And in that context, we are
extending necessary consular
assistance to those individuals or
individual," he said. The com-
ments came even as a probe has
already been launched by the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation in connection with
the death of 18 children in
Uzbekistan allegedly linked to
the cough syrup, while the man-
ufacturing of Marion Biotech's
Dok-1 Max has also been sus-
pended.
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PREPARING FOR PREPARATION

̈ To Kota

̈ In some countries

Students at a photo studio in Kota’s coaching hub.

NDMC steps up efforts amid 
concerns over rise in COVID-19 cases 


