
Electrocution 
JJaasshhppuurr:: A male elephant
died of electrocution after
coming in contact with a
live wire in an agricultural
field in Jashpur district, a
forest official said. The
carcass was found at
Kurdeg village under
Bagicha forest range on
Wednesday morning, said
Ashok Singh, a forest
range officer.

Inaugurate 
KKoollkkaattaa:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inau-
gurate the Joka-Taratala
metro corridor in south-
western Kolkata on
Friday, an official said.
The prime minister will
first flag off West
Bengal’s first Vande
Bharat Express from
Howrah to New Jalpaiguri,
connecting the state’s
two most important cities
- Kolkata in the south and
Siliguri in the north.
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BRIEF

Former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi during the

party’s 138th Foundation Day
function, at AICC 

headquarters in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):

The government is like-
ly to make it mandatory
for passengers arriving
from China and five other
places to have negative RT-
PCR reports from next
week, official sources said
on Wednesday. They also
cautioned that the next 40
days will be crucial as
India may see a Covid
surge in January.

Even if there is a wave,
deaths and hospitalisation
will be very low, the Health
Ministry sources said.

“Previously, it has been
noticed that a new wave of
COVID-19 hits India
around 30-35 days after it

hits East Asia.... This has
been a trend,” an official
said. The sources said fill-
ing up of ‘air suvidha’
forms and 72-hour prior
RT-PCR testing may be

made mandatory from
next week for internation-
al passengers coming from
China, Japan, South
Korea, Hong Kong,
Thailand and Singapore.

The sources said 39 in-
ternational passengers
were found positive for
COVID-19 out of the 6,000
tested on arrival in the last
two days. Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya will visit the
airport in Delhi on
Thursday to take stock of
testing and screening facil-
ities there, they said.

The proposed tightening
of Covid guidelines and
warning of a fresh surge
come days after Health
Minister Mandaviya asked
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to consider sus-
pending the Bharat Jodo
Yatra if COVID-19 proto-
cols could not be followed.

Raigarh, Dec 28 (PTI): 

A 22-year-old social
media content creator al-
legedly committed suicide
at her home in  Raigarh
district, police said on
Wednesday. Leena
Nagwanshi was on
Tuesday found hanging
from a pipe with a scarf on
the terrace of her house
here under Chakradhar
Nagar police station lim-
its, an official said.

She had identified her-
self on her Facebook han-
dle as a YouTuber. She
used to post her reels on
Instagram and had 11,000
followers. Nagwanshi was
alone in the house at the
time of the incident. When
her mother returned from

the market, she found her
hanging, the official said.
“No suicide note was
found at the spot. The
woman’s mobile phone
was seized and was being
examined,” he said. A case
has been registered in this
connection and further in-

vestigation is underway,
he said. The body was
handed over to the family
members after post-
mortem, he added.

Nagwanshi was a stu-
dent of Bachelor of
Commerce second year
course. Her father is a gov-
ernment officer posted in
Surguja district.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 28 (PTI): The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has submitted a re-
port in the Chief Judicial
Magistrate Court here giv-
ing clean chit to former
Kerala chief minister
Oommen Chandy in the
sexual exploitation allega-
tion levelled by a prime ac-
cused woman in the sensa-
tional solar scam, prompt-
ing the Congress to seek
apology from Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
for recommending central
agency probe.

The CBI submitted the
referral report in the court
here on Tuesday, sources

said. The CBI also submit-
ted another referral report
in the court exonerating
BJP leader A P
Abdullakutty in the sexual
exploitation complaint by
the woman.

The case against
Abdulla Kutty had been
registered in 2014 when he
was a Congress MLA from
Kannur. He later joined
BJP.

The State Congress lead-
ers said here that the CBI
had earlier submitted re-
ferral reports in the court
giving clean chit to four
other Congress leaders in-
cluding AICC general sec-
retary K C Venugopal, Lok

Sabha MPs Adoor
Prakash and Hibi Eden
and MLA K P Anil Kumar
who were named as ac-
cused in the sexual ex-
ploitation case filed by the
woman.

Sources said that the
CBI probe has found that
there was no basis for the
woman’s allegation
against Chandy as there
was no evidence to prove
that she had gone to the of-
ficial residence of then
Chief Minister on that
particular day.

The CBI has also found
that it was a fabricated
case, the sources further
said.

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):
The Serum Institute of
India (SII) has offered two
crore doses of Covishield
vaccine to the central
government free of cost
amid a rise in COVID-19
cases in some countries,
official sources said on
Wednesday.

According to an official
source, Prakash Kumar
Singh, Director of
Government and
Regulatory Affairs at the
Serum Institute, has writ-
ten to the Health
Ministry offering the
doses worth Rs 410 crore
free of cost. It is learnt

that Singh has sought to
know from the ministry
how the delivery can be
made. SII has so far pro-
vided more than 170 crore
doses of Covishield to the
government for the na-
tional immunisation pro-
gramme.

Amid a spike in
COVID-19 cases in some
countries, including
China and South Korea,
the government has
sounded an alert and
asked states and Union
territories to prepare for
any eventuality.

India has stepped its
surveillance and genome
sequencing of Covid posi-
tive samples.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::  The
National Green Tribunal has
constituted a fact-finding com-
mittee for providing relief to
victims of the white clay mine
collapse in Bastar district on
December 2. Six persons,
including five women, were
killed and three injured after a
portion of the mine collapsed at
Maalgaon village in the dis-
trict’s Nagarnar police station
limits. The tribunal had taken
suo motu cognisance of a report
on the collapse. A bench com-
prising Chairperson Justice AK
Goel said it appeared that the

tribunal’s intervention was
needed for providing relief to
the victims and to prevent simi-
lar incidents in the future. “We
constitute a fact-finding com-
mittee comprising principal
secretary (environment),
Chhattisgarh, as chairman and
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Chhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board (CECB), district magis-
trate and senior superintendent
of police (SSP), Bastar, as
members,” the bench said. The
committee has been directed to
meet within two weeks, under-
take a visit to the site, interact
with the stakeholders and
ascertain the cause and persons
responsible, the bench said.

PRECUATIONARY MEASURE

Govt to make -ve RT-PCR must for fliers
Arriving from China, 5 other places 

2 Int’l passengers
test Covid +ive 

at Mumbai airport
Two international passen-
gers were found to be COVID
positive in random sampling
at Mumbai International air-
port on Wednesday. Both
the samples have been sent
for genome sequencing,
said Maharashtra health
department. More details
are awaited.

2 more returnees test
positive in Chennai

Two more passengers, who
returned from Dubai and
Cambodia, tested positive for
COVID-19 at the airport here
on Wednesday, taking the total
number of returnees testing
for the virus so far in Tamil
Nadu to four. Confirming that
the two passengers had tested
positive for the virus, State
Health Minister Ma
Subramanian said.

22-yr-old social media content
creator commits suicide

Leena Nagwanshi

About the incident
Leena Nagwanshi was on
Tuesday found hanging from
a pipe with a scarf on the ter-
race of her house here under
Chakradhar Nagar police sta-
tion limits. She had identified
herself on her Facebook han-
dle as a YouTuber. She used
to post her reels on Instagram
and had 11,000 followers. 

SII to provide 2 crore Covishield
doses to central govt 

 Free of cost

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION CASE

CBI gives clean chit to Oommen Chandy 
NGT forms 

fact-finding committee 
 On Bastar white

clay mine collapse

Outsider contractors cause loss to BSP: HS Mishra
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2288::  Bhilai Shramik
Sabha (HMS) President and sen-
ior labour leader HS Mishra has
expressed concern over the grow-
ing dominance of outside compa-
nies and contractors in Bhilai
Steel Plant. He said that the plant
is suffering losses due to the ten-
dency of outsider companies and
contractors to take up work in re-
verse auction and leave it incom-
plete. At the same time, negative
impact is being seen on the quali-
ty and standards of work.
Therefore, it is necessary that the
plant management again follows
the old tradition of giving work to
local companies and contractors.

Mishra said that in the era of
competition, work is being given
to outside companies and con-
tractors in Bhilai Steel Plant.
Presently the companies and con-
tractors from Odisha, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Haryana, Andhra
Pradesh, Pune, Mumbai and
Kolkata are working at Bhilai

Steel Plant. Such companies and
contractors take work in reverse
auction at very low rates. But
most of the companies and con-
tractors are unable to conduct the
work and leave it midway. They
ignore the quality of work and ex-
ploit the labourers.  He said that
earlier the tenders were invited
through sealed envelopes. In
which work was given to the low-
est bidder and the officers kept an
eye on the quality standards of

the work. But today the officers
are no longer concerned with the
quality of work. In the recent past,
big companies and contractors
from Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh used to take work
and complete it on time. Even
today there is no dearth of such
companies and contractors in
Chhattisgarh who have the capac-
ity to work in the plant. 

But the officials indicate cer-
tain points and standards in the
reverse auction which favours
the outside company and con-
tractors, while the local company
and contractor are not able to
meet those standards.  Mishra
said that the management of
Bhilai Steel Plant should make
arrangements to give work only
to the old local companies and
contractors and stop taking work
from outsiders. He further said
that the Deputy Chief Labor
Commissioner has issued a circu-
lar with instructions to follow the
rules and regulations. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Story of
Pushplata Parkar from
Pathariya Doma is inspir-
ing for all the women en-
trepreneurs across the
state. Pushplata came all
the way from Pathariya
Doma to meet the Chief
Minister at the Bhent-
Mulaqat program at Bori
on Tuesday.

With sheer hard work,
resilience and a confident
demeanour, Pushplata has
earned nearly Rs 1.50 lakh
this year by selling wash-
ing powder in 15 villages
on an e-rickshaw.

Around a year ago,
Pushplata attended the

training of making wash-
ing powder, organized by
the Panchayat
Department. She dedicat-
edly worked on creating a
quality product and a
trustworthy brand.

She took the product to

nearby villages, but there
she faced competition
with the existing national
brands. On being asked
why her product should
be used instead of the na-
tional brands available,
she confidently replied

that the quality of her
product speaks for itself,
use it and then believe.

Pushplata was selling a
quality product at a rea-
sonable price, and people
could see conviction in
her presentation. Soon the

demand took off. She
started supplying wash-
ing powder in 15 nearby
villages. Soon she bought
an e-rickshaw for trans-
port.

With support from her
husband, Pushplata aims

to gradually expand her
business. She said that be-
coming an entrepreneur
has given wings to her
hopes and dreams.

She was taught during
the training that good
products at reasonable
prices sell the best. So she
works day and night to
maintain the quality of
her product. Besides de-
veloping entrepreneurial
skills, Pushplata has also
picked up money manage-
ment skills.

Apart from her busi-
ness, she is investing in
her children's future as
well. Her daughter Khyati
is studying in Swami
Atmanand School Bori.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: With the
prayers of welfare of all,
auspicious life, bright fu-
ture, happiness, peace,
prosperity and building a
strong nation, the 151
Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna was performed
on Wednesday at Sector 7.

This mega religious
event is being organised
under the auspices of All
World Gayatri Parivar
Shantikunj Haridwar and
under the subtle protec-
tion of Pandit Shriram
Sharma Acharya and
Mata Bhagwati Devi
Sharma.

On the second day of
the 151 Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna, thousands of
devotees offered aahutis
to the Yajna Devta. At the
outset, the programme
began with welcoming
the representatives of
Shantikunj Haridwar,
who have arrived here to
conduct the Yajna.

SP Singh, VP Singh,
Rajkumar Singh, Dheeraj
Lal Tank, Jaikant Poddar,

Dr S Kumar, Rajmani
Dubey, Dr PL Sao, MP
Vijay Baghel, Ramshila
Sahu, Dr Dayaram Sahu,
Ramswaroop Sahu,
Girdhari Lal Sahu,
Prithvi Pal Sahu, Mohan
Umre, Jitendra Prasad,
Toofani Sharma, Kiran
Chaturvedi and Loknath
Sahu welcomed the
Pragya Putras including
Pandit Shyam Bihari
Dubey, Ramesh Tiwari,
Basant Yadav, Narayan
Raghuvanshi Manharan
Sahu, Parmeshwar Sahu,
Bhushan Chaudhary
Vikas, Vinod Netam,

Chandrabhan Maurya
and Gora Prasad.

MP Vijay Baghel with
his wife performed the re-
ligious rituals on the
main Yajna kund. He per-
formed Sarvatobhadra
Poojan, Navagraha
Poojan, Pitr Devta
Poojan, Mekhala,
Saptarishi Pujan, etc. A
large number of youth
and students performed
Yajna with devotion. On
the first day about 3000
people participated in the
Yajna.

Delivering the sermon,
Pt Shyam Bihari Dubey

said that most of the peo-
ple and families are sad,
shocked and upset.
Explaining the reason, he
said that today we are ig-
noring the Gods of the
earth and are insulting
them. He added that the
Gods on the earth are our
aged parents.

In the desire of happi-
ness, peace, prosperity,
promotion, car, bungalow,
children, etc, we go to
many Babas and religious
places but still our wishes
are not fulfilled. He ex-
plained that our God lives
in our house only and

serving the parents is the
best worship.

On December 29,
Governor Anasuiya Uikey,
Head of Akhil Vishwa
Gayatri Parivar
Shantikunj Haridwar
Shailbala Pandya, Dev
S a n s k r i t i
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya, Gayatri Parivar
Women Empowerment
Chief Shefali Pandya and
other dignitaries will de-
liver sermon in the
evening. The programme
for the day would conclude
with a grand Deep Yajna.

Sakshi Mudliar tops Indian
Engineering Services in

women’s category
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Sakshi
Mudliar, D/o VST Raman,
Maths Lecturer at BSP's
Senior Secondary School,
Sector 10 and Asha
Mudliar, Biology lecturer
at Government High
School Sector 7 has
brought laurels to the city
by topping the Indian
Engineering Services
exam 2022 at the National
level in the women's cate-
gory. Sakshi has secured
the 17th rank at National
level overall.

A passout of DPS, Bhilai,
Sakshi got 9.15 percentile
and did Civil Engineering
from NIT, Raipur. She is
currently employed as
Assistant Engineer in the
Chhattisgarh Public Health
Engineering Department.
Sakshi gave the IES pre-
lims in February 2022,
Mains in June 2022 and

Interview in November
2022. The IES results were
announced on December
23, 2022 and she was
thrilled to secure the top
position in the women's cat-
egory. "I want to serve our
country sincerely with
technical knowledge. She
shares that Metro man E
Sreedharan is her mentor,
who is himself an IES offi-
cer", she said.

Sakshi's elder sister

Richa Mudliar has done
her PhD from IIT Kanpur.
Thorough preparation of
the syllabus with standard
books along with repeated
practice will pave the way
for success for aspirants,
she said. Sakshi proudly
states that the environment
for studies is very good in
Bhilai with ample coaching
facilities and concerned
and aware parents. The
positive ambience in Bhilai
township is due to the pres-
ence of Bhilai Steel Plant,
she added.

"My selection in IES's
Defence Ministry will offer
me a dream job of my
choice", she said. Other av-
enues for IES aspirants in-
clude a position in CPWD,
Central Water Engineering
Service, Border Road
Organisation etc. Sakshi's
other interests include
reading Novels and making
personal Diary entries.

Employment opportunities created
with the ‘Gobar Paint unit’ in Litiya

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Cow dung
was the only material used
to smear homes in the
rural areas. People were
protected from contamina-
tion by living in highly
clean, bacteria-free houses
that were protected from
smeared cow dung.
Modern technology has
now produced inexpensive
Gobar paints that also
have a lengthy lifespan.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had given
directives to use Gobar
paint at the government
buildings. Union Minister
of Road Transport, Nitin
Gadkari, praised this deci-
sion. In the village Litiya,
Gobar paint production is
in progress.

Twelve hundred liters
of Gobar paint was pro-
duced here in the first
batch. Distemper, emul-
sion, etc are also being
produced here. The vil-

lagers are overjoyed with
this initiative. During the
bhent mulaqat pro-
gramme at Bori on
Tuesday, the Chief
Minister witnessed gobar
paint manufacturing and
spoke about its benefits.
Devki Verma of the vil-
lage gave thorough details.

The government build-

ing would be painted with
gobar paint, the Chief
Minister told the resi-
dents. C-mart will also sell
Gobar paint.

"With the products of
our land, we have a wide
range of options. We are
developing rural skills to
their greatest potential",
he said.

HERO Under-17 Youth Cup 
Football matches from today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Football
lovers of Bhilai-Durg and
nearby areas are in for a
treat with the HERO
Under-17 Youth Cup 2022-
23 beginning on December
29, 2022 at Pant stadium.
Out of the 50 teams from
36 states that would be par-
ticipating in the presti-
gious HERO Under-17
Youth Cup 2022-23, five
teams representing
Chhattisgarh, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh would
play each other twice at
football ground in Pant
Stadium, Sector 1. Bhilai
has been chosen as one of
the 10 venues where the
matches would be played
because of its excellent
sports infrastructure.
Beginning 29th Dec 22 and

ending 6th Jan 2023, ten
matches would be held at
Pant Stadium Football
Ground on alternate days,
with two matches to be
played on each day.

The tournament match-
es in Bhilai that would be
played on Round Robin
League basis are being
sponsored by All India

Football Federation,
Chhattisgarh Football
Association and Bhilai
Steel Plant. Pant Stadium
was chosen as the venue
since the stadium is well-
equipped with all the nec-
essary facilities including
well-maintained football
ground, dressing room for
30 persons, rooms for

match officials and refer-
ees etc.

The four teams that
would play in Bhilai in-
clude the state school
champion team from R K
Mission, Narayanpur that
is representing
Chhattisgarh, Muthoot
Football Academy repre-
senting Kerala, Chennai
Football Club, Premier
Sporting Academy repre-
senting Bihar and
Diamond Rock Football
Academy representing
Madhya Pradesh.

The football teams of R
K Mission, Narayanpur
are sponsored by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant. R K
Mission with whom SAIL-
BSP has partnered in
many CSR activities in
Rowghat region of Bastar,
including jointly organis-
ing Khel Mela at

Narayanpur every year for
schoolchildren in the trib-
al belt, has been encourag-
ing tribal youth to take up
football. Besides sponsor-
ing the RK Mission foot-
ball teams, SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant extends finan-
cial support and provides
kits etc to the players.

While both the Under 17
and Under 14 teams of RK
Mission are the current
state school champions,
the Sr Men's Team from
RK Mission that had won
the Sr Men's State League,
Chhattisgarh last year,
would be playing in the
AIFF Championship next
year. By virtue of being
state champions, the
Under 17 and Under 14
teams of RK Mission
teams had participated in
the prestigious Subroto
Cup last year.
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Sakshi Mudliar

Thousands of devotees participate in Gayatri Mahayajna

Pushplata creates a unique brand of washing powder
Earns Rs 1.50 lakh this year by selling washing powder on e-rickshaw

HS Mishra



FATE OF NEW POLES!

When it comes to promotion and campaigning, the political parties take all possible
leverage in encashing it and one such example is use of newly installed decorative
electricity poles covered with hoardings of a political leader on her maiden visit.

Supreme Court team lifts All India Advocates Cricket title
Raipur, Dec 28: Subhendu
Kaushik scored smashing
154 runs to help Supreme
Court team lift the 34th All
India Advocates Cricket
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Unit here on
Wednesday.

Electing to bat first, the
Supreme Court scored mas-
sive 288 runs against the
Bombay High Court team in
the final match here.
Opener Subhendu Kaushik
scored maximum 154 runs
for the team whereas
Saurabh Ahuja too scored

37 runs for the team to put a
grand total.

In reply, the Bombay High
Court team managed to
score just 227 runs and lost

the match by 61 runs.
Aswhin claimed maximum
3 wickets for SC team.
Subhendu Kaushik was ad-
judged Man of the Match

for his magnificent 154 runs
in the final.

Cabinet Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat was the
chief guest of the conclud-
ing ceremony during which
the Chhattisgarh High
Court Judge Deepak
Tiwari, Chhattisgarh
Advocate Cricket Sangh
(CACS) President Faizal
Rizvi, Secretary Bhupinder
Jain and others were pres-
ent. In the Plate group final
match, Karnataka regis-
tered victory against
Gujarat by 6 wickets to
clinch the title.

Power consumers to pay additional
Rs 1.10 per unit as VCA

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::  In compliance
to the notified tariff principles
of Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Regulatory
Commissioner (CSECRC) and
as per provisions under arti-
cle-93 of the Act 2021, it is in
the third quarter of FY 2022-23
i:e Aug-Sept 2022, that the
Variable Cost Adjustment
(VCA) has been finalised. The
cost of the power purchased
by CSPDCL from Aug-Sept
2022, as compared to the rec-
ommended rate by CSERC,
there is net hike of Rs 549 cr
and it is due to this hike that a

hike of 49 Paisa is there in the
VCA from Dec 2022 to Jan
2023. Earlier it was 61 Paisa
per unit and now it has
become Rs. 1.10.

In a press release issued by
CSPDCL, it was informed that
VCA is calculated in every two
months time. For the power
purchase between Aug-Sept
2022, CSDPDCL has to make
higher payment of Rs 549 cr in
comparison to rate recom-
mended by CSERC. Out of this
major share of Rs 459 cr is that
of NTPC, whereas there is
shortage of Rs 26.51 cr in the
bill of CSPDCL in comparison
to the rates recommended by
CSERC. 

In the above period, the
power purchased from differ-
ent sources witnessed hike in
the cost of power compared to
CSERC’s rates and which is as
follows: Rs 459 cr to NTPC; Rs
5.74 cr to NTPC-SAIL power;

Rs 18.79 cr to CSPGL and Rs 92
to other plants (viz. bio-mass
solar, hydel, nuclear power
plants & others). In this way
the net VCA amount came to
Rs 549.01 cr.

So due to the power pur-
chase in the above rate, the
power consumers from all cat-
egories will be charged VCA of
Rs 1.10 per unit in the electric-
ity bills from January-Feb
2023. 

It is notable here that in
power production, mainly it is
coal and fuel which is used as
main fuel in power plant. The
cost of above two fuels keeps
varying as per market demand
and value. CSERC in order to
finalise the power tariff, calcu-
lates the VCA rate based upon
the fluctuating prices of fuel
and it was done on trimester
basis from May 2012 to Sept
2015. Afer this it is being done
on bi-monthly basis. In the

VCA charges, the benefits of
Half-rate Bijli Yojana will also
be provided.

So with hike in the fuel and
coal, in the coming two
months, the power consumers
of the state will have to pay
VCA at thee cost of Rs 1.10
per unit and under section 62
(4) of Electricity Act, there is
provision to take VCA.

CSPCL informed that out of
total expenditure to the power
distribution company, around
85% of the expenditure is on
power purchase and which
keeps in varying as per the
fluctuation or hike in the
prices of fuel/ source used in
power production. Prior to the
start of new FY, CSERC fixes
the new power tariff and with
hike in the fuel, CSPDCL
adjusted the additional finan-
cial burden with a particular
formula through VCA charge,
informs

IOCL & State’s Health Department sign MoU

Raipur, Dec 28: The GoI en-
terprise Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL)
would be providing assis-
tance to the state govern-
ment for eradication of
Tuberculosis (TB). For this
an MoU was signed between
the state government and
Union Health and Family
Welfare Ministry’s Central
TB Division and IOCL in the
presence of Union Health
Minister of State Dr
Mansukh Mandavia and
Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri in New
Delhi. The State’s TB Oficer
Dr Dharmendra Gahwai
was also present on the occa-
sion. It is under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)

of IOCL that 50 Tru-not ma-
chine and 5 portable digital
X-ray machines will be pro-
vided to Chhattisgarh and
IOCL will also take up the
maintenance expenditure
on these machines for three
years. It is notable here that
IOCL is providing assis-
tance under Union Health
and Family Welfare
Ministry’s Central TB
Division for running the
National TB Control
Programme. Under the
Intensified Tuberculosis
Elimination Project (ITEP),
IOCL will be providing as-
sistance to two States in the
Country for TB eradication
viz. Chhattsigarh and UP. In
this three years project,

IOCL will be working along
with the state governments
of both the state with objec-
tive to reduce number of TB
patients by 80%. Under this
project there is also target to
bring down the mortality
rate from TB by 90% by 2025.

As per the MoU signed be-
tween IOCL and Health
Department, IOCL will pro-
vide assistance to the State
Government till 2026 to iden-
tify TB patients at initial
stage of their disease; pro-
vide free of cost treatment
to TB patients and provide
necessary care and assis-
tance and on increasing the
rate of cent percent recov-
ery of TB patients from the
disease.

Congress govt misleading people
on reservation issue: Brijmohan

Raipur, Dec 28:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Legislator
Brijmohan Agrawal on
Wednesday said that the
Congress government has
spoiled the career of youth
on Reservation grounds.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Ekatma
Parishar, the senior BJP
leader said that govern-
ment has become career

killer government for
youth as it does not have
fund for providing employ-
ment opportunity to them.
He held the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel responsi-
ble for the present status of
Reservation for youth in
government jobs. He
added that neither the
state government had
brought an Ordinance on
Reservation nor had taken
stay from Supreme Court
on HC order which is an
example of misleading
people from every section
of society.

BJP Legislator said that

the Congress is adopting
the policy of divide and
rule among the various
section of society on the
Reservation issue. He also
claimed that resentment is
brewing among every sec-
tion of society after the
Congress government had
brought Legislation of
76% in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

Agrawal also urged the
state government to make
the data of Quarantable
Commission public and
termed the entire act to be
politically motivated to
gain mileage.

Rajbhavan cites shortcomings in
the ten-point reply of state govt.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::  A letter has
come forward amidst the
ongoing tug-of-war between
the ruling party in the state
and Governor on the reserva-
tion issue. In the letter getting
viral, there is mention about
the reply submitted by the
state government and com-
ments on the Governor and
the Rajbhavan’s legal advisor.
In this four-page letter, there
is also mention about the
rights of the Governor.

Actually over the last three
days the amendment bill on
the reservation percentage to
STs, OBCs and EWS passed in
the Vidhan Sabha and now
pending with the Governor for
final signature has heated up
the political atmosphere, with
both the government in power
and Governor trying to prove
themselves correct and gar-
ner on the credit of being
more favourable and sympa-
thizer towards weaker sec-
tions of the society.

CM Baghel has targetted

the legal advisor of the
Rajbhavan questioning as to
how come an advisor be
above the legislature for the
bill passed. It is learnt that
this letter has come forward
after this statement by CM. In
the letter it has been men-
tioned that the Legal Advisor
of Rajbhavan is a district-
judge appointed by High
Court and belongs to judicial
services. It has also being
mentioned that passing any
type of comment against the
Legal Advisor or officer of
Rajbhavan is not appropriate.

Further in context of the
replies submitted to ten-point
questions raised Rajbhavan
also has been cited with many
shortcomings in each. In the
reply by the state government
it was mentioned that the
Rajbhavan has been provided
with the Quantifiable Data,
but in reality, Rajbhavan
claims that it has not being
provided. Apart from this
anomalies have been pointed
out in all the ten-point reply
submitted by the state gov-
ernment and Rajbhavan has
sought further clarification
upon the same, so as to
decide upon the reservation
bill issue at the earliest.

Bhagat, Trivedi promoted as
Additional Director Industries

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 28: Two sen-
ior officers of
Directorate of Industries
have been promoted as
Additional Director.

As per the order issued
here, the Joint Director
Santosh Bhagat has been
promoted as Additional
Director with the fresh
posting at Directorate
Industries whereas Chief
General Manager CSIDC
Alok Kumar Trivedi has
been also promoted as
Additional Director
State Investment
Promotion Board and
has been given addition-
al responsibility of
Officer on Special Duty
at the Department of
Commerce & Industries
in Mantralaya.

Similarly, a fresh post-

ing order of CSIDC
General Manager Suresh
Koshi and Deputy
Director Industries
Devsharan Singh
Dhruva would be issued
separately.

Meanwhile, Santosh
Kumar Singh posted as
General Manager at
District Trade Centre
Gariabandh has been
posted as Joint Director
Industries.

BJP, Governor making
all sorts of excuses not
to sign on the bill: CM

Raipur, Dec 28: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
came down heavily
against the BJP leader on
the reservation issue and
said that they have still not
received the signed bill
from Rajbhavan so far. CM
said that Arvind Netam
too has commented on it
saying that it should be
put in the 9th Schedule. On
this CM questioned that
both Netam and BJP
should informed whether
OBC should get reserva-
tion or not?

Speaking to section of
media persons prior to
leaving for ongoing
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme in Bemetara at
the helipad, CM Baghel
said that both the BJP and
Governor should confirm

whether SCs, STs, OBCs
and EWS should get reser-
vation or not. CM target-
ing BJP questioned as to
when they (BJP) will ask
Governor to sign on the
reservation bill and also
questioned as to how they
(BJP) is having its two
mouthpiece?

CM Baghel charged that
Governor is not signing
because of coming under
BJP’s pressure. The people
from Tribal community
went to Rajbhavan, but
she did not meet them. CM
said that at one place
where the Governor
claims herself as sensitive
to tribals and their issues,

then at least she could
have met them in
Rajbhavan. The state gov-
ernment has submitted its
reply  to the Governor on
the ten-points she has
sought clarification and as
such she will not be satis-
fied with the reply submit-
ted. Knowing for sure that
they will meet with lot of
criticism, CM Baghel said
that therefore they (BJP)
and Governor are making
all sorts of excuses not to
sign upon the bill.

CM charged that the
BJP leaders do not want
favour and welfare of peo-
ple of the state and in last
15 years we have seen that
and instead of fighting di-
rectly, they are retaliating
in such a manner. CM said
that all the public sector
units have been closed
down by the BJP and 35
trains have been cancelled
and only one is now run-
ning.
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Even after submission
of reply by the state
government

Fresh posting

orders issued

MLA alleged that
career of youth
spoiled on the issue

To assist state for
TB eradication 

IOCL to provide 50
Tru-Not and 5 digi-
tal X-Ray machines
to state govt

For electricity bills
from Jan-Feb 2023

Imposed due to hike in
coal and fuel prices
used increasing cost
of power generation
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Baghel calls the persons
showing black balloons,

heard their problems

Bemetara, Dec 28: In the
Bhent-Mulaquat an inci-
dent took  place and it has
become talk of the town
among the common men.
It is said that as & when
there is any type of protest
before CM’s arrival the
protestors are immediate-
ly caught by the police and
action is taken. But in the
ongoing Bhent-Mulaquat
campaign in Bemetara
Vidhan Sabha today, the
people who opposed Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
in village Raka- Kathia
were shocked to get the
love and respect instead of
punishment.

The incident was such
that when the Chief
Minister was taking feed-
back of government
schemes during this pro-
gramme, a protestor was
being held outside the pro-
gram venue showing black
balloons. When the Chief
Minister came to know
about this, he was called
him to the venue and

asked him about his prob-
lem. Deepika Sahu told
that she has got high elec-
tricity bill due to which
she is facing problems and
she is not getting the bene-
fit of half electricity bill
scheme. On this, the Chief
Minister immediately
asked for her electricity
bill at the venue itself and
instructed the officials to
investigate and the investi-
gation was also done im-
mediately.

In the investigation, it
was found that those who
were showing black bal-
loons did not have electric-
ity connections in their
name but in the name of
someone else. At the same
time, she had not paid the
electricity bill for almost 2
years. Due to non-payment
of electricity bill, the old
amount was added to the
current bill and given to
the concerned. Along with
this, the benefit of half
electricity scheme is not
available for single elec-
tricity bill connection and
non-payment of continu-
ous bill. After listening to
the Chief Minister, the ap-
plicants went back pretty
satisfied.

Farmers thanked CM, Food
Minister, Collector 

Mungeli, Dec 28: A dele-
gation of farmers of
Chhaparwa, a remote vil-
lage located in the
Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve area of Lormi de-
velopment block thanked
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Food Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat, and
District Collector Rahul
Dev for the opening of the
new paddy procurement
center (PPC) in their vil-
lage. The delegation
reached the district
Collectorate on Tuesday
and handed over a thank-
you letter along with a
flower bouquet to the dis-
trict collector.

Collector congratulated

the farmers saying that
with the opening of paddy
procurement center, farm-
ers will no longer have to
travel long distances to
sell their paddy. Now the
paddy of the farmers will
be sold in their village it-
self.

It is worth mentioning
that according to the di-
rection of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the state

government has given ap-
proval for a new paddy
procurement center in
Chhaparwa village keep-
ing in view the conven-
ience of the farmers of
this remote forest area of
Mungeli district. This will
facilitate the farmers of
Chhaparwa and sur-
rounding areas to sell
paddy at the support
price.

Members of BMCBA held
courtesy meeting with CM
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Raipur, Dec 28: The mem-
bers of the Buddhist
Minority Constitutional
Bikhhu Association
(BMCBA), headed by the
President of the association
Bhadant Harshbodhi
Mahasthveer, paid a cour-
tesy visit to the Chief
Minister today at the latter’s
official residence. They hon-
ored the Chief Minister by
presenting him with a
shawl and floral bouquet
and invited him to the three-
day Sanghyan Sankalp

Parishad organized in
Dishabhoomi Nagpur on
Jan 26, 27, and 28. The Chief
Minister thanked the mem-
bers of the association for
the invitation. On this occa-

sion, the members of the as-
sociation, including
Prashant Ilamkar, Sanjay
Gajghate, Baleshwar
Chaure, and Bimbisar were
also present.

‘Gayatri Pariwar’ secures a place in
Golden Book of World Records

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::  ‘Gayatri
Pariwar’ of Bemetara district,
under the leadership of the
Central President of
Chhattisgarh Manwa Kurmi
Samaj, Chowaram Verma, paid
courtesy call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his resi-
dence office today. They told
Chief Minister Baghel about
the Golden Book of World
Records award they have
received for organizing the
grand Garbh Sanskar
Mahotsav, and presented him

the award. Chief Minister
Baghel congratulated the
members Gayatri Parivar for
this achievement. Mr. Durga
Prasad Tikriha, Toran Nayak,
Top Singh Tikriha and Khemlal
Verma were present on this
occasion.

It is noteworthy that on
January 3, a district-level
Garbh Sanskar Mahotsav pro-
gram was organized by the
Gayatri Pariwar in village
Silghat (Bhimbhauri) of Berla
development block of

Bemetara district. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel had
graced this programme as the
Chief Guest. In this program
organized under the aegis of
Akhil Vishwa Gayatri Parivar
Shantikunj Haridwar,
‘Punsavan Sanskar’ of 536
pregnant women was per-
formed. For organizing this
grand event of Garbh Sanskar
Mahotsav, Akhil Vishwa
Gayatri Parivar has secured a
place in the Golden Book of
World Records.

Governor approved the proposal
for the release of prisoners 

Raipur, Dec 28: ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ is being
celebrated across the coun-
try to commemorate 75
years of India’s independ-
ence. A Series of pro-
grammes are being organ-
ized as a part of the cele-
brations. In this sequence,
under a special initiative,
the Central Government
has proposed to give spe-
cial remission to certain
categories of prisoners and
to release them on 26

January 2023 and 15
August 2023.

Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has ap-
proved the proposal to re-
lease 42 convicted prison-
ers of the state on the occa-
sion of Republic Day,
January 26, 2023, in compli-
ance with the decision of
the government. The pris-
oners to be released in-
clude two women prison-
ers who are above 50 years
of age and have served 50
per cent of their total
prison sentence. According
to Article 161 in The
Constitution Of India, the

Governor has the power to
grant pardons, etc, and to
suspend, remit or com-
mute sentences in certain
cases. Meanwhile, the pur-
pose of releasing prisoners
on special remission on the
occasion of ‘Azadi Amrit
Mahotsav’ is to ensure dis-
cipline and good conduct
in the jail and to provide an
opportunity for the possi-
bility of early release from
jail as an incentive. This
will surely help prevent re-
cidivism and encourage
the ex-offenders to become
responsible citizens of the
country.

Govt’s schemes formulated for the
welfare of every section: CM

Bemetara, Dec 28:
Addressing the gathering
during Bhent-Mulaqat in
Bemetara assembly con-
stituency in village-Kathia
(Ranka) Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the state government has
formulated schemes for
the welfare of every sec-
tion.

He said that a plan has
also been chalked out for
the protection of the cows.
The core objective of the
government is to bring
positive changes in the
lives of farmers and tribal
people. In keeping with
this spirit, schemes are
being formulated, he
added.

Further CM said that the
universal PDS scheme has
been started for providing
food security to people of
the state belonging to
every section. Our first
task was farm loan waiver,
in which loans of 19 lakh
farmers were waived off.

CM Baghel said that his
government is farmer-
friendly. We have launched
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana for the welfare of
farmers, its fourth install-
ment will be distributed on
March 31 next year.

Chief Minister said that
the aim of his government
is to boost the income of

the common man. People
are getting benefitted from
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana.

He said that his govern-
ment is giving the highest

price for paddy to the
farmers. The promise was
Rs 2500 per quintal but we
are giving Rs 2640 and 2660
per quintal to the farmers.
We have made paddy pro-
curement easy for the con-

venience of the farmers.
An online token facility
has been started. Attention
is being paid to works
being done in the interest
of all sections.

DCC celebrates 138th Foundation Day of INC

KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  DDeecc  2288:: Sukma
district president Maheshwari
Baghel hoisted the flag and
explained the purpose of the
Congress party. Sukma
Municipal President Raju Sahu
said that the Congress Party was
founded on this day, December
28, 1885 by British officers AO
Hume, Dadabhai Nairoji and
Dinshaw Wacha in the presence
of 72 delegates at Gokuldas
Tejpal Sanskrit College in
Bombay. We are celebrating the
138th foundation day of the
Indian National Congress Party,
which sacrificed thousands of
lives for the freedom of the coun-
try and laid the foundation for
the country’s innovation. He took
everyone along and went on. To
keep Indian democracy strong,
Nehru made 5 out of 14 ministers
from non-Congress parties in his
first cabinet. The principle of tak-
ing everyone along is visible in
this decision. When the UPA gov-
ernment was formed during the
presidency of Sonia Gandhi, then
things like RTI, RTE, Food
Security Act, MNREGA, forest

rights or land acquisition law
came.  Congress has left the
mark of its ideology on the peo-
ple and the country.

Independent India moved for-
ward because the Congress
showed the courage to break the
chains of thousands of years
from the poor, downtrodden,
downtrodden communities. Took
a firm resolve to take freedom to
every citizen and tried sincerely
to move forward in that direc-
tion. Leaders like Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Maulana Azad, Subhash
Chandra Bose, Kamaraj came
forward under the leadership of
Gandhi.  

The names of women leaders
like Sarojini Naidu, Aruna Asaf
Ali, Rajkumar Amrit Kaur
reached every household and
strengthened the Congress.
Shahu further said that around
the time of India’s independence,
many other countries had also
become independent. But in
many countries dictatorship took
over the reins of power. India not
only became a successful and

strong democracy, but in a few
decades we became a super
power in the field of economic,
nuclear, missile and strategic.
India has joined the top countries
of the world in agriculture, edu-
cation, medical, IT, and service
sectors. Targeting the Modi gov-
ernment, he said that the basic
spirit of India is constantly being
attacked.  The negativity in the
form of hatred is being spread
across the country. People are
suffering from inflation, unem-
ployment, but the Central gov-
ernment is not concerned about
it, he alleged.  

DCC (urban) President Sheikh
Sajar, District General Secretary
Sheikh Ghulam Murtaza, Seva Dal
District President Mukesh
Kashyap, Sukma BCC President
Sunil Yadav, Urdu Board Member
Munawar Ali, DCC spokesperson
Mo Hussain, District Media
Incharge Dharmendra Singh
Chauhan, Sukma Jail
Commissioner Manoj Chaurasia
on the occasion.  , Sukma
Congress Business Cell District
President Rammu Rathi, Sukma
IT Cell District President Rinku
Das, City Congress Vice President
Mohan Thakur, Councilor
Ramsukh Yadav, Lalamma Pujari,
City Congress Secretary Arun
Mishra, City Congress Treasurer
Sunil Rathi, Seva Dal Media
Incharge Ajay Shrivas Ji Bachha
Kori, Kailash Sahu, Salman Khan
and hardworking workers of Seva
Dal, workers of District Congress,
workers of Youth Congress NSUI
were present.

Collector bans use of
non-standard ballast 

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Dec 28:
District Collector P.S.
Dhruv as part of quality
check is continuously visit-
ing various zones and
checking the thickness of
the layers of the roads
under construction, and the
quality of the material used
in it and the width of the
road, etc. with the expert
technical officers on the
spot.

In this connection, on
December 24, the Collector
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the road con-
struction work from
Gudbhela Nala to Singhat,
Duggi to Khadgawan and
Korba to Chirmiri in
Khadgawan development
block. During the inspec-
tion of Asphaltization work
of Gudbhela Nala to
Singhat, the Collector in-
spected the 19 mm road
being laid there and in-
structions were given to im-
mediately ban the use of
ballast in case of breakage
of some parts of the mix
ballast due to running of
the roller.

To check the quality of
ballast used in road con-

struction, the collector
reached the hot mix plant
located at Gram Panchayat
Manjholi and inspected the
bitumen ballast being pre-
pared there. The Collector
gave strict instructions to
the Public Works
Department officials not to
use this ballast in road con-
struction work and also re-
viewed the renovation of
Duggi to Khadgawan road
at a cost of Rs 95 lakh and
Korba to Chirmiri road
under construction at a cost
of Rs 95 lakh.

He instructed the officers

present on the spot to pay
special attention to the
quality of construction
work and to complete the
construction of Duggi to
Khadgawan road expedi-
tiously. It may be noted that
in Manendragarh-
Chirmiri-Bharatpur dis-
trict, construction and re-
pair work of many rural
roads is being done at a cost
of about Rs 60 crore,
Janakpur bypass road is
being constructed at a cost
of Rs 3 crore 35 lakh 78
thousand, this bypass is of
1.50 kilometer length.

Shows sensitivity
towards those 
opposing the CM

For the opening of new
PPC in Chhaparwa

During Bhent-Mulaqat:
Bemetara assembly
constituency, 
Village-Kathia (Ranka) Community hall will be

constructed in village
Ranka-Kathia.

Higher secondary school
building will be con-
structed in village
Ranka-Kathia.

Administrative approval
will be given to Chana
Gheghri Ghat.

Gram Panchayat Kusmi
will be made Nagar
Panchayat.

Swami Atmanand
English medium school
will be started in Kusmi.

Jewra-Arjuni-Boriya road
will be upgraded and
renovated and adminis-
trative approval will be
given for road widening.

Announcement made for
opening of SAGEMS in
Ranka Kathia.

Announcements
made by CM

Raipur, Dec 28: 138th
foundation day of
Congress was observed
by PCC by hoisting the
party flag by PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and dis-
tributing sweets among
the members, said

Adivasi Congress district
president  Bhavani
Markam. The prominent
among those present
were Girish Dewangan,
Ramawatar Agrawal,
Girsih Dubey, Arun
Janghel and others.

KKaatthhiiaa:: Farmer Khedu Ram f
Kathia said to the Chief
Minister that he owns a land
plot of 25 acres. He has
earned profits from selling
paddy. He also said that he
is waiting for the fourth
installment of the Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay Yojana.
Khedu said that he is
engaged in organic farming,
and he manufactures organ-

ic fertilizer at his home’s
Badi. He dreams of selling
the organic crops abroad

Farmer Khedu Ram says he earned
profits from selling paddy

Derha Ram heaped
praise for govt’s

schemes for farmers
Kathia:  Farmer Derha Ram,
a resident of village
Chetwa heaped praise on
all the schemes started by
the state for the welfare of
farmers. ‘I own 2.50 acres
of land and the loan taken
for it has been waived off’,
he added.

Shesh Kumari purchased anklet selling cow-dung
KKaatthhiiaa::  Shesh Kumari Dewangan is a resident
of village Rampur. She bought the anklet by
selling cow dung worth Rs 37,000. Smt. Shesh
Kumari described the scheme as excellent
saying that now the value of cow dung has
increased.

Santoshi Purena getting all ration on time
KKaatthhiiaa:: Santoshi Purena said that she has
received her ration card and she is get-
ting essentials food items like rice, salt,
and sugar each month on time. She told
the Chief Minister kerosene and gas
cylinder are very expensive, and request-
ed that their prices should decrease. The Chief Minister
informed her that the Central Government decides the prices
of these items.

On occasion of R-Day
2023

In District-level Garbh
Sanskar Mahotsav
organized by Gayatri
Pariwar

Members of Gayatri
family presented the
CM with the award

Association invited him
for a three-day
Sanghyan Sankalp
Parishad

Adivasi Congress observes
Cong foundation day

 In road construction
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Sukma, Dec 28: Collector
Sukma Harris S conduct-
ed review of government
prestigious and important
and top priority schemes
in the district. In the meet-
ing held at the meeting
hall of the Collectorate,
Collector directed to en-
sure purchase of cow-
dung from all the
'Gauthans'.

Expressing annoyance
over no purchase of cow-
dung from few 'Gauthans',
Collector has sought clari-
fication from Janpad CEO
of three block headquar-
ters. In the 'Gauthans' he
has asked to collect more
'pairadaan' compared to
that of last year.

Collector in the meeting
directed to start
'Dhanwantari' yojana in
Dornapal in January 2023.

He also held talks on
progress in e-KYC for
Pradhamantri Kissan
Samman Nidhi yojana.
Further he reviewed
about the applications re-
ceived in the revenue
camps held in village-level
and directed to complete
the cases related to non-
controversial division of
property, mutation, 'kisan-
kitab', issuing of caste cer-
tificates; and other cases
soon.

In the coming days, the
works related to revenue,
food, social welfare de-
partment and others for
common men should be
sorted out after receiving
application letters.
Collector also held discus-
sions on the condition of
paddy purchase on MSP
from Paddy Procurement
centre for Khariff
Marketing year 2022-23.

He also took informa-
tion about storage of ra-
tion in the Fair Price
Shops. In view of increas-
ing number of Corona
cases, he directed to keep
update all preparations
for handling it in the
health department. He
asked to ensure corona
tests, availability of test-

ing kits, Oxygen cylin-
ders and about isolation
centres. He also reviewed
about the Malaria-free
Chhattisgarh campaign
and also reviewed about
'Devgudi sheds' construc-
tion, Anganbadi bhavan,
PDS Bhavan and other
construction works
under PWD.
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Dongargaon, Dec 28: A
village and cluster level
sports competition was
held under the guidance of
District Youth Officer
Devesh Singh in Gram
Gungeli under the aegis of
Nehru Yuwa Kendra
Rajnandgaon and Swamy
Vivekanand Yuwa Mandal
here on Monday.

In the sports competi-
tions held under leader-
ship of Dhananjay Sahu,
tug-of-war; Kabaddi for
men & women; 100 mts
race; musical chair; Shot-

put throw was organised.
In this sports players from
different villages and re-
gions of Dongargaon
block were present.

Sports competition
began in the presence of
Gram Patel, Sachiv and of-

fice bearers of Swamy
Vivekanand Yuwa Mandal
and welcome of all the
guests.

The inaugural match
was played with 'Kabaddi'
competition between girl's
team of Gram Badgaon

and Gungeri and during
this Janpad member
Mahendra Yadav,
Narmada Kanwar, Vibha
Sahu were present and
they all hailed this pro-
gramme.

In the 100 mts race,

L u k e s h w a r d a s
Pendarwani came first; in
Musical Chair-
Khileshwari came first; in
the Shot-put throw-
Chandrashekhar of Gram
Maneri came first; in the
tug-of-war competition,
Gram Pairi residents
came first; in the men &
women's Kabaddi- resi-
dent of Gram Gunderi-
Navagaon came first.

All the winners of the
sports were presented
with prizes and memen-
toes and citation certifi-
cate by Nehru Yuwa
Kendra Rajnandgaon. As
referees in the competi-
tion- Lalit Netam,
Jagendra Chandravanshi
rendered their services.

Two railway staff receive
award for better safety work

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::    Continuous
efforts are being made   by the
Divisional Railway
Administration to ensure safe
and secure operation of trains .
Under this, several awareness
campaigns safety seminars,
special safety campaigns are
being regularly conducted by
the administration. 

Apart from this, Safety
Award is also being given to en-
courage the safety category
employees for doing alertness
at work place with vigilance
while on duty. In this series for
the identification of hot axles
during last week's work, and
averting possible accident and

playing an important role in
safe rail operation, Train
Manager Raigarh Kripa Ram
Tendulkar and Track
Maintainer Jaithari Vishwanath
Hembram were selected for
the Safety Award. On Monday
during the review meeting held
in the Divisional Railway
Manager's meeting room,
Divisional Railway Manager
Praveen Pander honored these

two employees by giving them
safety awards. 

Appreciating their com-
mendable vigilant work
Divisional Railway Manager
gave his, best wishes and asked
them to continue working with
the same enthusiasm. On this
occasion, Additional Divisional
Railway Manager Sham
Sunder, Debra and all branch
officers were present. 

Game zone for children at Bilaspur station
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 28: New
facilities are being daily
made available to the pas-
sengers by the railway ad-
ministration in a gradual
and phased manner in the
railway stations . Along
with this , modern facili-
ties of entertainment
which are available in big
shopping malls are also
being made available here.

Keeping this fact in
mind, under a special and
new experiment, the facili-
ty of arcade game-zone
has been made available
near Gate No. 01 of
Bilaspur station for the en-
tertainment of the chil-
dren traveling along with
the passengers. It was duly

inaugurated on
Wednesday at the hands of
Principal Chief
Commercial Manager N.
Sreekumar.

In this special gaming-
zone provided at Bilaspur
station, modern gaming
facilities is available

which are  favorite of chil-
dren and game zones of
big shopping malls are
also available. In this gam-
ing zone, apart from ham-
mer king, super bike, bas-
ketball, air hockey, moto
bike, alien shooting, there
will be an opportunity to

play many types of games,
which will give better en-
tertainment to the chil-
dren.

Platform ticket will not
be mandatory to enter the
game zone. The children
accompanying the passen-
gers while waiting for the
train will not only enjoy
this gaming zone, but oth-
ers will also enjoy playing
in this game zone.

Railway Administration
hopes that with the avail-
ability of this game zone,
the children coming to
Bilaspur station will be
better entertained. With
this meaningful initiative,
the passengers will also
not have to worry about
the entertainment of the
children.

KMC gives deadline of Jan 10

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 28: Municipal
Commissioner Korba
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) Prabhakar Pandey
has adopted firm attitude
against outstanding recov-
ery of revenue and on his
instructions, there are
about 100 such big default-

ers of KMC who are hav-
ing more than Rs 1 lakh as
an outstanding amount
and plans are to recover
the same.

Making public the
names of these 100 default-
ers, KMC has given them
the last chance to deposit
their outstanding amount
and if the entire amount is
not deposited in KMC by
Jan 10, then attachment of
their property will be
done.

It is under guidance of
Municipal Commissioner

KMC Prabhakar Pandey
that KMC is going to act
tough on defaulters of
property tax. KMC has
prepared list of such big
100 defaulters and made it
public.

Majority of big default-
ers have been issued 'ab-
hiyachan bill', demand no-
tice and warrants as per
rules and have been asked
to deposit their amount in
KMC by Jan 10, 2023, fail-
ing which their property
will be attached and other
legal action may be taken.

Meeting of Health deptt held in Gariyaband
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 28: The
Corona testing room of
city's Community Health
Centre is locked out and
the nurse deployed for vac-
cination just keeps sitting
on the table and there are
no persons ready to get
vaccination done. At the
same time neither the pa-
tients or their family mem-
bers are wearing masks
who are visiting CHC.

It is notable here that
with threats of new vari-
ant of Corona looming
large in other countries
and with cases already
being detected in big cities
of India, including
Chhattisgarh, the pre-
paredness and mockdrill
for the preparations to
tackle Corona was held
here on Tuesday.

In this context a meeting
of the health department
was held in District head-
quarters in Gariyaband on
Tuesday and in this in-
structions were given to
strictly adhere to corona
guidelines and follow coro-
na appropriate behaviour
(CAB) at congested and
crowded public places.

It is notable here that for
last one years, the
denizens of state and city
are free from this corona
pandemic and with vacci-
nation target being
achieved cent percent in
some towns and city, peo-
ple are relaxed.

But during this long
break of non-corona peri-
od, people have literally
forgotten about wearing of
masks in public places or
using sanitizers frequently
while going out and main-

tianing social distancing.
On the other hand, test-

ing in the city's CHC has
completed come to a stand-
still and there is lockout in
the testing centre. Over the
last few days, a nurse is
seen sitting in the chair

with a table for vaccina-
tion and even after waiting
for hours she did not found
any persons coming for
vaccination or booster
dose.

But now the Health de-
partment has come on

alert and decided to ensure
its strict compliance. This
time the newly construct-
ed building of CHC in
Rajim has been made as
Corona centre and it has
got 10 beds in it. In this
centre with Oxygen facili-
ty, the patients with cough
and cough and other coro-
na symptoms would be
tested on compulsory
basis.

Block Medical Officer Dr
P Kudesia said that meet-
ing in this context was
held in district headquar-
ter's and it was directed to
ensure strict compliance of
corona guidelines and fol-
low CAB in public places.
It has been directed to
carry out testing on ran-
dom basis and those have
likely symptoms and due
emphasis will be put on
vaccination as well.
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p To 100 big defaulters
of KMC to clear their
outstanding tax
amount

To ensure regular checking and emphasis on vaccination

A nurse deployed for vaccination waiting for persons to
get vaccinated.

Sports competitions held among villagers
p In Gram Gungeri

Navagaon

One additional AC-
3 coach facility 

In Bilaspur-Indore-Bilaspur
Narmada Express

Bilaspur, Dec 28: One
AC-3 coach facility is being
provided permanently in
train       number
18234/18233 Bilaspur-
Indore-Bilaspur Narmada
Express by the railway ad-
ministration to provide
better travel facilities and
confirmed berths to maxi-
mum number of passen-
gers . This facility will be
available in train number
18234 Bilaspur-Indore
Express from Bilaspur
from 05 January 2023 and
in train number 18233
Indore-Bilaspur Express
from Indore from 06
January 2023.

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::              Work is
being done at every level by the
Railway Administration to en-
sure the safe travel of the pas-
sengers. Along with this, fire ex-
tinguishers have also been made
available at stations and AC
coaches etc. of trains to prevent
fire in case of any emergency. 

In the same context to make
railway employees efficient in
using fire-fighting equipment,
training campaigns are being
conducted from time to time so
that all employees can use the
fire-fighting equipment available
in the train.

In this series, a special train-
ing campaign was conducted by

the Civil Defense Inspector of
the Divisional Safety
Department by visiting Multi-
Departmental Regional Training
Institute Bilaspur, Divisional
Track Training Center, Bilaspur,
Electric Loco Training Center
Uslapur, passenger trains and

various stations of the division. 
During the training, the Civil

Defense Inspector took a class
and informed the employees
about safety standards and use
of fire extinguishers. 

Along with this, everyone was
also explained in detail about the
precautions to be taken to pre-
vent accidents due to fire. After
this, every employee was made
to practice using fire extinguish-
er one by one. 

They were also told that if you
are not able to control the fire,
then they can call helpline no
112 for assistance. Along with
this, training was also given on
how to give first aid to different
parts of the body through trian-
gular bandage.

Special training to railway employees
for using fire extinguishers and first aid

Collector express annoyance over
delay in cow-dung purchase

From few Gauthans in three block hq’s

KKoottaammii//GGoouurreellaa,,  PPeennddrraa,,  MMaarrwwaahhii,,  DDeecc  2288::  After
serving in the Indian military services, Krishna P
andey has opted to render public services and
leaves no stone unturned to fight against the public
grievances and problems faced. Being struggle-

some right since childhood, Krishna Pandey is presently working as a
journalist in IBN24 news and 'Dabang News Live'. The state President
RTI Sangh Anil Agrawal has appointed Krishna Pandey as District
President GPM and soon Pandey will be making appointments of
blocks Presidents in GPM.

Of  RTI Sangh

Krishna Pandey appointed District President
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Criminal
I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Department (CID) of the
Odisha Police on
Wednesday stepped up
the probe into the death
of two Russian nationals
at a hotel in Rayagada, in-
terrogating their co-trav-
ellers and the tour guide,
officials said.

Pavel Antov (65), a
Russian MP and busi-
nessman, died after al-
legedly falling from the
hotel’s third floor on
December 24. Vladimir
Bidenov, his fellow trav-
eller, was also found dead
in his room on December
22.

A four-member group
of Russians, including
Antov and Bidenov and
their Delhi-based travel
guide Jitendra Singh,
had checked-in to the
hotel in Rayagada district
on December 21.

The two co-travellers,
Pansasenko Natalia (44)
and Turov Mikhail (64)
along with Singh are
being questioned, police
said.

The duo have been
asked not to leave the
state for the time being.

“The couple and the
guide were taken to the
crime branch office in
Bhubaneswar on
Tuesday and later to the
state police headquarters
on Wednesday, where
they are being questioned
on different issues like
why they chose Rayagada
as their destination,” a
senior police officer said.

Asked if they were de-
tained or arrested, he
said “it’s nothing of that
sort”.

“We have so far not
found any evidence indi-
cating irregularities. The
CID is probing into differ-
ent angles of the inci-
dent,” the officer added.

The CID has also sealed
both the hotel rooms
where Antov and
Bidenov (61) were stay-
ing.

The post-mortem re-
port of the Russian MP
indicates that he died of
internal injury after a
fall, while that of
Bidenov point to a heart
attack as the cause of
death, police said.

The last rites of the two
deceased have been com-
pleted with consent of
their family members
and the Russian
Embassy, they said.

Odisha DGP Sunil
Kumar Bansal had on
Tuesday ordered a CID
probe into the “unnatu-
ral” death of the two
Russian nationals.

Meanwhile, a local ad-
ministrative officer
claimed that the Russian
tourists had come to
Rayagada to witness the
tribal life in the region.

J’khand actress shot dead 

Howrah (WB), Dec 28 (PTI): 

An actress from
Jharkhand was shot
dead after she allegedly
thwarted a highway
robbery attempt in
West Bengal’s Howrah
district on Wednesday,
police said.

Riya Kumari, a
youtuber and actress
along with her hus-
band Prakash Kumar, a
film producer, and their
two-year-old daughter
were heading to
Kolkata via the
National Highway 16
by car, they said.
Kumar stopped near
Mahishrekha in
Bagnan police station
area around 6 am to re-
lieve himself. Soon, a
gang of three men at-
tacked him, trying to
rob his belongings.
When his wife rushed
to rescue the husband,
they shot her and fled
the spot immediately,
police said.

The men apparently
spoke to the couple in
Bengali, which they did
not understand. The

husband in conversa-
tions with journalists
did not rule out enimi-
ty but said he had no
idea why they could be
attacked and had as-
sumed the killers to be
tourists like him.

Kumar took his wife
to the vehicle and drove
about 3 km in search of
help. When he saw
some people along the
highway in Kulgachia-
Pirtala, he narrated the
incident to them.

Locals helped Kumar
take his wife to the SCC
Medical College and
Hospital in Uluberia
where doctors declared
her brought dead, po-
lice said.

Police said they were
investigating the inci-
dent and also question-
ing the husband.

“We have spoken to
the husband, and since
the daughter is too
young we may talk to
her later as we do not
want to cause her more
trouble. We will also
speak to the locals
whom the man ap-
proached for help,” a
police officer said.

Their car has been
seized for forensic ex-
amination, he said.

Tribal Ministry, Amazon launch
computer skills training prog

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Union Tribal
Affairs Ministry on
Wednesday launched a
two-day computational
skills training pro-
gramme for teachers of
Eklavya Model
Residential Schools
(EMRS) for tribal stu-
dents in collaboration
with Amazon.

The face-to-face train-
ing workshop for the
teachers of 54 EMRS of
six states — Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Rajasthan and
Telangana — focuses on
early access to comput-
er science education for
tribal and other commu-
nities.

Amazon Future
Engineer (AFE)-CSR
programme aims to de-
velop the interest of stu-
dents in exploring high-
er education and a fruit-
ful career in computer
science. It also provides
teachers with necessary

resources and support
to create awareness
about computer science
and facilitate its learn-
ing.

One of the objectives
is to launch the AFE
programme in the 54
schools in these six
states having access to
digital infrastructure
including a computer
lab and stable active in-
ternet connectivity.

Course modules will
include computer sci-
ence fundamentals, in-
troduction to coding,
logical sequencing,
learning loops, block
programming using
open secure source plat-
forms, class chat ses-
sions to discuss tech
space, different tech ini-
tiatives, etc.

As part of a central
sector scheme launched
in 1997-98, residential
schools have been built
in remote areas to pro-
vide quality education
to tribal students.

So far, the ministry
has sanctioned 684 such
schools, of which 378
are reported to be func-
tional.

TN CM accepts farmers plea

Chennai, Dec 28 (PTI): 

A full sugarcane will
be included in the Pongal
gift hamper, already an-
nounced to be distributed
to the family ration card-
holders for the ensuing
mid-January harvest fes-
tival, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin said
on Wednesday.

Accepting the demand

of farmers, the Chief
Minister who chaired a
meeting with senior offi-
cials, directed the author-
ities to include one full
sugarcane in the Pongal
gift package. And the to-
kens for providing the
gift hampers will be dis-
tributed from January 3
to 8.

The four-day harvest
festival is celebrated
from January 14 com-
mencing with Bhogi. The
next three days are ob-
served as Pongal, Mattu
Pongal and Kaanum
Pongal.

The state government
had on December 22 an-
nounced the Pongal gift
bag containing 1 kg raw
rice and 1 kg sugar along
with Rs 1,000 cash to 2.19
crore family cardholders
and families living in Sri
Lankan Tamil refugee
camps ahead of the
Pongal festival 2023. The
move would cost the gov-
ernment about Rs
2,356.67 crore.

“Accepting the request
of the farmers, the Chief
Minister has issued or-
ders to include one full
sugarcane in the Pongal

gift package for all the
rice cardholders,” an offi-
cial release here said. He
would launch the distri-
bution of the gift ham-
pers on January 9.

The DMK govern-
ment’s announcement
without including the
sugarcane evoked a
strong protest from the
opposition parties such
as the AIADMK and BJP.
The farmers claimed that
they would incur a huge
loss if the government
did not procure sugar-
cane and distribute it to
the ration cardholders.

‘BJP to focus on Old Mysuru region for majority’ 

Belagavi (K’taka), Dec 28 (PTI): 

BJP National General
Secretary C T Ravi on
Wednesday said his party
will be giving a special
focus on the ‘Old Mysuru’
region in the runup to
20203 assembly polls in
Karnataka, as the party
has realised that without
winning the confidence of
people in the region, it
cannot get majority.

He said the BJP will go
before the people in the
Vokkaliga-dominated Old
Mysuru region where it is
perceived as weak, with
development and
Hindutva as the agenda.

His comments have
come in the wake of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s scheduled
visit to the region’s
Mandya on December 30
and Devanahalli on
December 31. “Amit Shah,

like a good player, can give
a good performance on
any pitch. We are focusing
on the old Mysuru region.
We have realised from the
2008 and 2018 elections
that we cannot get a ma-
jority without winning
the confidence of people
in this region. So, while fo-
cusing on the entire state,
we will give special focus
on the Old Mysuru re-
gion,” Ravi said in re-
sponse to a question.

Speaking to reporters

here, he said, the BJP will
work towards winning
more seats in Mandya,
Mysuru, Hassan,
C h a m a r a j a n a g a r ,
Bengaluru rural, Kolar
and Chikkaballapur dis-
tricts.

The Vokkaliga dominat-
ed region is considered to
be the bastion of JD(S),
where Congress is also
strong.

Stating that the BJP will
go for election with a re-
port card on its perform-
ance, Ravi said, “Take PM-
KISAN, for example.
Hasn’t it reached farmers
of the Old Mysuru region
? Haven’t people of the re-
gion benefited from the
Bengaluru-Mysuru corri-
dor? Milk subsidy that
farmers get was started by
the BJP. Also, the Hassan
airport, which was former
PM H D Deve Gowda’s
dream, is being imple-
mented by the BJP. We
have so many such things
to tell people.”

Responding to a ques-
tion on reservation de-
mand by Vokkaligas to
hike their quota from 4 to
12 per cent, he said, “BJP
is committed to social jus-
tice, we will find a formula
where everyone gets jus-
tice.”

BJP has been making
consistent efforts to make
inroads into constituen-
cies or regions where it is
not strong, especially in
the old Mysuru region,
aimed at reaping political
dividends.

In the 2018 polls, the
BJP managed to win one
seat in Hassan; later in a
high-voltage 2019 bypolls,
it managed to win the K R
Pet seat, its first victory in
Mandya district, and also
won Chikkballapur, an-
other first.

Creating history of
sorts, the party bagged the
Sira assembly segment in
Tumakuru district for the
first time in November,
2020 by polls.

TN undertakes project to
conserve Nilgiri tahr

Chennai, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Wednesday is-
sued orders to conserve
the Nilgiri tahr through a
project that is touted as the
first in the country.

The Rs 25.14-crore proj-
ect would be implemented
during a 5-year period
from 2022-2027, and follow
a strategy including syn-
chronised surveys to esti-
mate numbers of the tahrs
through radio telemetry
and radio-collaring,
among others, the govern-
ment said.

Locally known as
Varaiaadu, the tahr has
been an endangered
species and protected
under schedule-I of the
Wildlife (protection) Act of
India, 1972. The animal is
endemic to the Western
Ghats, which are interna-

tionally recognised as a re-
gion of immense global
importance due to its bio-
diversity.

As per a Worldwide
Fund for Nature Report
2015, there are 3,122 Tahrs
in the wild. The species
once inhabited a large por-
tion of Western Ghats, but
it is now restricted to a few
pockets. This was because
of habitat loss, biotic pres-
sure, invasive and exotic
species and adverse im-
pact of climate change.
The project - the Nilgiri
tahr - aims to restore its
original habitat and try to
re-introduce the species in
areas where they original-
ly lived, an official release
here said. The project
would have also a major
component to restore the
fragmented habitat.
Restoration of shola grass-
lands which is the major

habitat for the animal
would be taken up as a pri-
ority, the order said.

Further, every October
7, would be observed as the
Nilgiri Tahr Day coincid-
ing with the birth anniver-
sary of E R C Davidar who
pioneered the first study
on the animal in 1975 to en-
hance awareness on the
need for conserving the
animal, the order said.

It is proposed to re-intro-
duce development of tahr-
based eco tourism under
the leadership of a direc-
tor who would have an as-
sistant. There are several
references to the Nilgiri
tahr in the 2,000-year-old
Tamil Sangam literature.
Two of the five great epics
of the Sangam period,
Silappathikaram and
Sivaka Cintama?i include
descriptions of the tahr
and its habitat.

HC closes criminal case
against doctor 

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has closed criminal pro-
ceedings against a doctor
in a case of allegedly caus-
ing the death of her minor
patient by negligence, say-
ing there was no fruitful
purpose left in permitting
further prosecution in the
matter when the parties
have arrived at a settle-
ment.

Justice Jasmeet Singh,
while quashing the FIR on
a petition by the doctor,
noted that according to
the observation of the

Disciplinary Committee
of the Delhi Medical
Council, the petitioner
was guilty of “error of
judgment and not of negli-
gence” and has paid Rs 8.5
lakh to the father of the
deceased pursuant to a
compromise between
them.

“The court does not see
any fruitful purpose if
criminal proceedings are
permitted to be prosecut-
ed any further. It is a fit
case for quashing. In this
view of the matter, there
is no reason to continue
the proceedings,” said the
court in a recent order.

“FIR No. 365/2016 dated
11.08.2016, under Section
304-A (causing death by
negligence) IPC, regis-
tered at Police Station

Mianwali Nagar and pro-
ceedings emanating there-
from is hereby quashed,”
ordered the court.

The judge said the fa-
ther of the deceased has
decided to put a quietus to
the matter and quashing
the proceedings on ac-
count of the compromise
would bring about peace
and would secure ends of
justice.

According to the FIR
which was registered on a
complaint by the de-
ceased’s father, she was
about 16 years when she
passed away in April 2014
and the death allegedly oc-
curred on account of med-
ical negligence at the
hands of the petitioner
who was her treating doc-
tor.

PROTEST AGAINST PAK PM

Members of Shiv Sena Dogra Front stage a protest against Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, in Jammu, Wednesday. 

FOUNDATION DAY FUNCTION

Congress leaders V.D. Satheesan, Hibi Eden and others light lamps during the party’s 138th Foundation Day func-
tion, in Kochi, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Low visibility
 Guwahati: Flight

movement at the
Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International
Airport here have been
affected due to low visi-
bility, leading to over-
crowding of the passen-
ger terminal, officials
said on Wednesday. The
Adani Group-con-
trolled facility has is-
sued an advisory ask-
ing passengers to con-
tact their airlines to
check the departure
timings before arriving
at the airport, they
said.

Bust
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab police on
Wednesday claimed to
have busted a trans-bor-
der smuggling network
and arrested two men
after recovering 10 kg
heroin along with arms
and ammunition from
their possession. The
development comes
just three days after the
police had cracked
down on an elaborate
trans-border drug
smuggling cartel with
the arrest of its two
kingpins after recover-
ing 10 kg heroin and
one sophisticated drone
from them.

Extended
 Palghar: A court in

Maharashtra’s Palghar
district on Wednesday
extended the police cus-
tody of actor Sheezan
Khan, arrested in con-
nection with the al-
leged suicide of his co-
actor Tunisha Sharma,
by two days. Khan (27)
was arrested by the
Valiv police in the dis-
trict on Sunday for al-
legedly abetting
Sharma’s suicide.

Arrested 
 Hoshiarpur: A woman

has been arrested by
the Punjab police for al-
legedly throwing her
eight-year-old son into
a canal near Uchi Bassi
village in Punjab’s
Hoshiarpur district
after repeated quarrel
with her husband over
monetary issues, a sen-
ior official said on
Wednesday.

Temperatures 
 Jaipur: A marginal rise

of one or two degrees
Celsius in minimum
temperatures failed to
give any respite from the
bone-chilling cold in
parts of Rajasthan,
where Churu recorded
0.6 degree Celsius,
weather officials said on
Wednesday. Churu was
followed by Fatehpur in
Sikar which recorded a
low of 0.8 degree Celsius
on Tuesday night.

Proposal 
 Nagpur: The

Maharashtra govern-
ment has asked the
district administra-
tion to submit a pro-
posal to rename
Ahmednagar as
Punyashlok
Ahilyadevi Nagar’, it
told the Legislative
Council here on
Wednesday.

Union Minister for
Information &
Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur launches the 
official Government of
India Calendar for the
year 2023, at National
Media Centre in New
Delhi, Wednesday.

For allegedly 
causing death by

negligence

 In 2023 polls

C T Ravi

For teachers 
of tribal schools

In highway 
robbery bid 

Says sugarcane will
be included in
Pongal gift bag

CID steps up probe 
into death of 2 Russian

nationals 



FROZEN CANAL 

A resident fishes through holes cut into a frozen canal in Beijing, Wednesday, Dec. 28.
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Salt Lake City, Dec 28 (AP):

Scientists will get USD
25 million to study salt lake
ecosystems in the drought-
stricken U.S. West, as
President Joe Biden signed
legislation Tuesday allo-
cating the funds in the face
of unprecedented existen-
tial threats caused by the
lack of water.

The funding allows the
United States Geological
Survey to study the hydrol-
ogy of the ecosystems in
and around Utah’s Great
Salt Lake, California’s
Mono Lake, Oregon’s Lake
Albert and other saline
lakes.

Amid a decades-long
drought, less snowmelt has
flowed through the rivers
that feed into the lakes,
causing shorelines to re-
cede and lake levels to
plummet. Dwindling lake
levels jeopardize the peo-

ple, animals and business-
es that rely on maintaining
the ecosystem.

The lakes often serve as
critical habitats for migra-
tory birds. Dust exposed by
receding water levels can
be blown into the air and
have dangerous health ef-
fects on surrounding com-
munities. And further de-
pletion threatens the
canals and infrastructure
that a multi-million dollar
mining industry needs to
extract salts from the
lakes. In Utah, the Great
Salt Lake shrunk to its

lowest point in recorded
history, posing threats to
economic output, snow-
pack, public health and
wildlife. Ski resorts worry
about a future without
lake effect snow. State law-
makers and local water
district officials have com-
mitted to funding and in-
centivising conservation
efforts, yet development,
population growth and en-
during agricultural de-
mand continue to strain
the water supply needed to
maintain the lake.

In eastern California,
state officials have dramat-
ically curtailed the
amount Los Angeles can
divert from the creeks and
tributaries that feed Mono
Lake in the eastern
Sierras. Diminishing lake
levels have for years made
the water saltier, jeopardiz-
ing bird, fish and brine
shrimp habitats.

Biden signs bill to study salt
lakes in drought-hit US West United Nations, Dec 28 (AP):

The UN Security
Council on Tuesday de-
cried increasing restric-
tions on women’s rights in
Afghanistan, urging the
country’s Taliban rulers to
reverse them immediately.

The Security Council
“reiterated its deep con-
cern of the suspension of
schools beyond the sixth
grade, and its call for the
full, equal, and meaningful
participation of women
and girls in Afghanistan,”
it said in a press statement.
U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights Volker
pointed to “terrible conse-
quences” of a decision to
bar women from working
for non-governmental or-
ganizations.

Last week, Taliban au-
thorities stopped universi-
ty education for women,
sparking international out-
rage and demonstrations
in Afghan cities. On
Saturday, they announced

the exclusion of women
from NGO work, a move
that already has prompted
four major international
aid agencies to suspend op-
erations in Afghanistan.

“No country can develop
indeed survive socially and
economically with half its
population excluded,” U.N.
High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker T rk
said in a statement issued
in Geneva. “These unfath-
omable restrictions
placed on women and
girls will not only increase
the suffering of all
Afghans but, I fear, pose a
risk beyond Afghanistan’s
borders.”

“This latest decree by
the de facto authorities
will have terrible conse-
quences for women and
for all Afghan people,” T
rk said, adding that ban-
ning women from work-
ing for NGOs will deprive
them and their families of
incomes and of the right
to “contribute positively”

to the country’s develop-
ment.

“The ban will signifi-
cantly impair, if not de-
stroy, the capacity of
these NGOs to deliver the
essential services on
which so many vulnera-
ble Afghans depend,” he
said.

UN calls on Taliban to drop restrictions on women

Manila, Dec 28 (AP):

The death toll from
heavy rains and floods
that devastated parts of
the Philippines over the
Christmas weekend has
risen to 25, with 26 others
still missing, the national
disaster response agency
said Wednesday.

Nearly 400,000 people
were affected, with over
81,000 still in shelters and
nine others injured, the
National Disaster Risk
Reduction and
Management Council
said.

Sixteen of the 25 deaths
were reported in Northern
Mindanao region in the
south, while 12 of the 26
missing are from the east-
ern Bicol region, the coun-

cil added. A shear line the
point where warm and
cold air meet triggered
rains in parts of eastern,
central and southern
Philippines, the state
weather bureau PAGASA
said. The weather distur-
bance disrupted
Christmas celebration in
affected provinces, with
photos from the southern

province of Misamis
Occidental showing res-
cuers carrying an elderly
woman on a plastic chair
as they waded through a
flooded street. Some resi-
dents in the province were
seen hanging on to floaters
as coast guard rescuers
pulled them across chest-
deep flood using a rope.

The disaster manage-

ment council said 1,196
houses were damaged by
the floods, while sections
of 123 roads and 12 bridges
were affected. Some areas
remain without power or
water supply.

While the effect of the
shear line has weakened, a
new low pressure area
may bring moderate to
heavy rains within the
next 24 hours to the same
areas affected by the
Christmas weekend floods.
The weather bureau said
Wednesday that flooding
and landslides are likely,
especially in areas with
significant prior rainfall.

Each year about 20 ty-
phoons and storms batter
the Philippines, one of the
world’s most disaster-
prone countries.

Philippine rain, flooding cause at least 25 deaths, damage

Washington, Dec 28 (PTI):

In a tragic incident,
three Indian-Americans,
including a woman, have
drowned after they fell
through the ice while
walking on a frozen lake
in the US state of Arizona.

The incident occurred
on December 26 at 3:35 PM
at Woods Canyon Lake in
Coconino County, Arizona.

“The missing men are
located deceased and iden-
tified as Narayana
Muddana, 49 and Gokul
Mediseti, 47. The female
victim has been identified
as Haritha Muddana (age
unknown). The three vic-
tims resided in Chandler,

Arizona and are originally
from India,” Coconino
County Sheriff ’s Office
(CCSO) said in a statement
on Tuesday.

Chandler is a suburb of
Phoenix.

Officials said they
were able to pull Haritha
from the water soon after
and administered life-
saving measures but
were unsuccessful and
she died at the scene, it
said.

Crews then began
searching for Narayana
and Mediseti, who had
also fallen into the lake.
The two men were found
dead on Tuesday after-
noon, the sheriff ’s office

said.
All the three bodies have

been recovered.
According to a state-

ment released by officials
with CCSO, “deputies sta-

tioned at a substation in
the area were called to the
lake after two men and a
woman were walking on
the frozen lake and fell
through the ice.”

Three Indian Americans die after falling in
frozen lake in Arizona: Officials

Kathmandu, Dec 28 (PTI):

Two-way trade from
one of the key border
transit routes between
Nepal and China re-
sumed formally on
Wednesday after being
closed for almost three
years due to the Covid-19
pandemic, officials said.

A ceremony marking
the official resumption of
the trade from the
Kerung-Rasuwagadhi
border port was held on
Wednesday, although the
export of goods to China
had resumed from
Tuesday, The
Kathmandu Post news-
paper said, quoting
Lhasa-based Consulate
General Nawaraj
Dhakal.

The port came into for-
mal operation in 1961.

The Chinese Embassy
in Nepal released pic-
tures of the ceremony

and said in a statement
that China looks forward
to importing more goods
from Nepal. The state-
ment said that six cargo
trucks full of Nepali
goods passed through the
port into China.

The ceremony was at-
tended by delegates of
the Department of
Commerce of Xizang
Autonomous Region, the
Lhasa Customs, the
General Station of
Immigration Inspection
of Xizang Autonomous
Region, the Health
Commission of Xizang
Autonomous Region, and
other relevant depart-
ments, the report said.

According to Head of
Rasuwa Customs,
Narayan Prasad
Bhandari, goods worth
Rs 5 million were export-
ed on Tuesday, the report
said.

In 2021, when the pan-

demic was at its peak in
Nepal, Xizang
Autonomous Region pro-
vided a large number of
medical supplies to the
Himalayan country
through the port.

Although the port had
been closed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, a
one-way freight clear-
ance at the Kerung port
was reopened in April
2020 at Nepal’s request,
the report said.

An estimated 150 busi-
nesses were exporting
their products through
the Kerung-
Rasuwagadhi port.

Nepal imports ready-
made clothes, footwear,
apples, motor batteries,
plastic products, and
more from China
through the port.

It exports pashmina,
carpets, noodles, wheat,
vanaspati ghee, choco-
lates, and more to China.

Key trade route between Nepal-China
reopens after nearly 3 years

Berlin, Dec 28 (AP):

A Swiss court has grant-
ed a six-month “stay of
bankruptcy” to the operat-
ing company for the never-
opened Nord Stream 2
pipeline, which was built to
bring Russian gas to
Germany but was put on
ice shortly before Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in February.
The company’s stay was ex-
tended from January 10
through July 10 by a region-
al court in the Swiss canton
(state) of Zug, according to
a notice published
Wednesday in the Swiss
Official Gazette of
Commerce.

Nord Stream 2 AG, a sub-
sidiary of Russia’s
Gazprom, is based in Zug
Nord Stream 2’s court-ap-
pointed administrator,
Transliq AG, sought the ex-
tension. German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
government halted the cer-

tification process for the
pipeline on February 22,
after Russia recognised the
independence of two sepa-
ratist regions in eastern
Ukraine.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered
sent troops into Ukraine
two days later, and US
President Joe Biden
President then directed his
administration to impose
sanctions on the Nord
Stream 2 operating compa-
ny. The pipeline project had
long drawn resistance from

Ukraine and eastern
European countries, as well
as bipartisan opposition in
the United States. At the be-
ginning of March, the oper-
ating company said it had
dismissed all its employees
in Zug, who numbered up to
110, according to local offi-
cials. Russia once account-
ed for more than half of
Germany’s natural gas sup-
plies but started reducing
deliveries in mid-June, cit-
ing alleged technical prob-
lems with the parallel Nord
Stream 1 pipeline.

Nord Stream 2 pipeline firm gets
6-month stay of bankruptcy

Lahore, Dec 28 (PTI):

A Pakistani court has
handed down a death sen-
tence to a former minis-
ter’s son for killing three
transgender persons in
Punjab province in 2008.

A district and sessions
court of the Sialkot dis-
trict announced the ver-
dict on Tuesday after the
prosecution presented all
witnesses and evidence.

Ahmed Bilal Cheema,
son of former Punjab
Minister Ajmal Cheema,
had shot dead the trans-
genders —Mazhar
Hussain, Aamir Shahzad,
and Abdul Jabbar— at his
outhouse in Sialkot in
2008. Judge Jazila Aslam
sentenced the convict to
death on three counts and
ordered payment of PKR
500,000 to the relatives of
each of the victims as

compensation.
The convict would face

imprisonment for another
six months in case of non-
payment of the compensa-
tion amount.

According to the police,
Cheema had called the
transgender persons at his
outhouse for a dance party
and opened fire at them
when they refused some of
his and his friends’ de-
mands, killing them on the
spot.

Cheema later managed
to flee to the United States
and when he returned to
Pakistan in July of this
year, the police arrested
him at the airport, and
subsequently, the trial
began. According to a po-
lice officer, the Cheema
family offered blood
money to the relatives of
the victims but they re-
fused.

Ex-minister’s son
sentenced to death

in Pakistan

Seoul, Dec 28 (AP): 

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un presented
unspecified goals to fur-
ther bolster his military
power next year at a meet-
ing of top political offi-
cials, state media reported
on Wednesday, in an indi-
cation he’ll continue his
provocative run of
weapons displays.

Kim’s statement came
as animosities with rival
South Korea rose sharply
this week with the South
accusing the North of fly-
ing drones across the bor-
der for the first time in five
years. This year, North
Korea already performed a
record number of missile
tests in what experts call
an attempt to modernise
its arsenal and increase its
leverage in future dealings

with the United States.
During the Tuesday ses-

sion at the ongoing plena-
ry meeting of the ruling
Workers’ Party, Kim
analysed new security
challenges in internation-
al politics and on the
Korean Peninsula and
clarified principles and di-
rections to take in external
relations and fights

against enemies to protect
national interests and sov-
ereignty, according to the
official Korean Central
News Agency.

Kim “set forth new key
goals for bolstering the
self-reliant defense capa-
bility to be pushed ahead
in 2023 under the multilat-
erally changing situa-
tion,” KCNA said, without

elaborating.
Some observers say the

new goals could be related
to Kim’s drive to expand
his nuclear arsenal and ac-
quire high-tech weapons
systems such as multi-
warhead missiles, a more
agile long-range weapon, a
spy satellite and advanced
drones. They say Kim
would eventually aim to
use his boosted nuclear
power to force his rivals to
accept the North as a legit-
imate nuclear state, a sta-
tus he thinks is essential
in getting international
sanctions lifted. On
Monday, South Korea’s
military fired warning
shots and launched fighter
jets and helicopters, after
detecting what it called
five North Korean drones
that violated the South’s
airspace.

Kim lays out key goals to
boost military power

A dvent calendars with hidden
chocolatey treats, huge tins

of Quality Street and steaming cups
of hot chocolate festooned with
whipped cream and marshmallows
are all much-loved wintry staples at
Christmastime. But how many of us
stop to think about where chocolate
actually comes from and how it
made its way into our culinary cul-
ture? The story of chocolate has a
compelling, rich history that aca-
demics like me are learning more
about every day. Chocolate is made
by fermenting, drying, roasting and
grinding the seeds of a small, tropi-
cal tree of the genus Theobroma.
Most chocolate sold today is made
from the species Theobroma cacao,
but Indigenous peoples in South
America, Central America and
Mexico make food, drink and medi-
cine with many other Theobroma
species. 

Cacao was domesticated at least
4,000 years ago, first in the Amazon
basin and then in Central America.
The oldest archaeological evidence
of cacao, possibly as old as 3,500
BCE, comes from Ecuador. In
Mexico and Central America, ves-
sels with cacao residues date to as
early as 1,900 BCE. Cacao is the
name in many languages of
Mesoamerica (Mexico and Central
America) for both the tree, the seed
and the preparations that come
from it; people who use this word

give a nod to that ancient,
Indigenous past. Cacao is a conven-
ient catch-all term, the way "bread"
in English describes a baked food
made of flour, water and yeast. For
thousands of years, Mesoamericans
have used cacao for many purposes:
as a ritual offering, a medicine, and
a key ingredient in both special oc-
casion and everyday food and drink
each of which had different names.
One of these special, local cacao
concoctions was called "chocolat".

CCoolloonniiaalliissttss  aanndd  ccuurrrreennccyy
How did chocolate take off like

wildfire when its birthplace has
been long neglected? The most pop-
ular initial use of cacao in the 16th
century, by colonists from Europe
and Africa in Latin America, was as
currency rather than something to
eat or drink. My research on cacao
as money shows its steady develop-
ment in the crucial role of small
coin, as one of several commodity
monies in pre-Colombian
Mesoamerica. The Rio Ceniza valley
in what is now western El Salvador
was an extraordinary producer,
among only four high-volume farm-
ing centres that greatly expanded
the cacao money supply in the 13th
century. Spanish colonists quickly
made the convenient and reliable
cacao money legal tender for all
kinds of transactions. However, they
were initially dubious about ingest-
ing the substance, debating its
health effects and flavour. The Rio
Ceniza valley, known then by the
Indigenous name Izalcos, became
famous as the place where money
grew on trees and newly arrived
colonists could make a fortune.
Their local, unique cacao drink was
"chocolat".

CCrroossssiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrlldd
Despite a hesitant start, choco-

late had become hugely popular in
Europe by the late 16th century.
Among a host of new flavours from
the Americas, chocolate was espe-

cially captivating. Most importantly,
drinking chocolate became a way to
socialise. It also became increasing-
ly associated with luxury and indul-
gence, to the point of sinfulness, as
well as healthful properties that par-
ticularly enhanced beauty and fertil-
ity. By the 1600s, Europeans were
using the word chocolate to de-
scribe cacao-flavoured sweets,
drinks and sauces. 

Chocolate soon began to change
the way people did things. As
Spanish literature scholar Carolyn
Nadeau points out: "Prior to choco-
late, breakfast was not a communal
event as lunch and dinner were." As
chocolate became increasingly pop-
ular in Spain, so too did breakfast. It
was also fashionable as a mid-after-
noon or late-night snack, taken with
bread rolls or even fried bread the
ancestor of today's breakfast-time
churros.

By the 18th century, a variety of
recipes using chocolate filled the
pages of European cookbooks,
demonstrating how important it had
become at all levels of society. Far
from its Indigenous Central
American origins, enslaved Africans,
labouring on new plantations in
Latin America and later in west
Africa, grew much of the cacao that
fed the expanding global market.
For makers and consumers, choco-
late developed vivid connections to
class, gender and race. Chocolate
became an evocative shorthand for
blackness. Steep inequalities have
become entrenched ever more
deeply with the globalisation of
chocolate. 

For example, 75% of chocolate
consumption takes place in Europe,
the US and Canada, yet 100% of the
world's cocoa is produced by Black,
Indigenous, Latin American and
Asian people areas that consume
only 25% of the world's finished
chocolate, with Africans consuming
the least at 4%. It is largely pro-

duced by hand and is a source of
livelihood for up to 50m people in
mostly developing countries. The
COVID-19 pandemic made things
even worse. Reduction in move-
ment, limitations on gatherings,
supply chain interruptions and poor
access to healthcare hit producing
communities hard. Meanwhile,
large cocoa buyers and traders re-
duced or paused their cocoa pur-
chasing for as long as two years to
weather the storm of uncertain con-
sumer demand throughout the pan-
demic.

IInneeqquuaalliittyy,,  ffaaiirr  ttrraaddee  aanndd  ffaarrmmeerrss
Current trends have deep roots in

chocolate's past. Chocolate con-
sumption continues to grow.
Europeans are today's largest con-
sumers of chocolate and the UK is
among the highest in Europe, with a
per capita consumption of 8.1kg per
year and the largest market for fair
trade chocolate. As the chocolate
market grows, so too do problems of
social inequality and ecological dis-
ruption. Carla Martin, founder and
director of the Fine Cacao and
Chocolate Institute, and I have ex-
plained that a path towards eco-
nomic, social and environmental
sustainability will require a range of
significant investments.

The University of Reading has al-
ready made vital efforts with the
Cocoa Germplasm Database to help
farmers identify and access cacao's
genetic diversity, and to understand
how genetic profiles relate to
greater crop resilience and produc-
tivity. Innovative social enterprises
such as Cocoa360 are incubators for
addressing the big challenges that
cacao farmers face, and charting a
more hopeful future for chocolate
and those who produce it. Food for
thought as you unwrap another
Ferrero Rocher this Christmas. 

GGlloobbaall  PPrrooffeessssoorr  iinn  HHiissttoorriiccaall
AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  RReeaaddiinngg
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Politics of love
It’s heartening that

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
in his Bharat Jodo Yatra not
only paid homage at the
samadhi Sadaiv Atal of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
stalwart and the former Prime
Minister (PM) Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, but also visited me-
morials of other important
leaders who have contributed
to the making of the nation —
including family members
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi and
of Mahatma Gandhi, former
PM Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Chaudhry Charan Singh and
Dalit leader Jagjivan Ram.  In
PM Narendra Modi era, the
BJP, a party which is only seen
paying homage to its own
leaders, but Rahul Gandhi
starts with a new beginning of
the politics of love and recon-
ciliation. He wants to send a
message through his gesture
that Rahul Gandhi is uniting
India beyond small political
gains. The Congress has been
keen to send out the message
that the Yatra is not exclusively
a party affair and anybody
concerned about the future of
democracy may join.
Whatsoever, it is up to the
Modi-led BJP to now recipro-
cate that respect towards the
opposition and particularly
Nehru. Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra only barely con-
cealed its intent towards the
politics of love. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Food security
The dependence of a huge

population on a government-
run programme to satiate their
hunger is alarming. The NFSA
was a good move as it provid-
ed relief to the poor, especially
during Covid, but amid all
these factors, one cannot deny
the fact that the scheme is a
tentative measure which can’t
resolve the hunger issue for a
long time. The government
needs to consider for how long
it will be able to support those
who rely on such schemes to
feed themselves. It creates a
hefty burden on the public
treasury. The government
should create the means
through which the deprived
people can earn their bread.

RRiisshhiikkaa  KKrriittii,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Appointment 
of judges

The debate on the appoint-
ment of judges of high courts
and the Supreme Court re-
mains unabated and under the
prevalent circumstances, it ap-
pears that no consensus can be
reached. The parameters for
the selection of judges were
the duration of legal practice
coupled with the integrity of
the incumbent and an unblem-
ished past record. These traits
were evaluated by the judiciary
only, without any interference
of the executive or the legisla-
ture. The current controversy is
the result of diluting the time-
tested system of the selection
of judges and the result is for
everybody to see.

VVKK  AAnnaanndd,,  CChhaannddiiggaarrhh
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Girl students wearing face masks attend a class after the Karnataka Government makes masks mandatory at public places and closed
spaces, in Bengaluru, Wednesday, Dec. 28.

FACE MASKS BACK IN PLACES

R ecent developments in Saudi Arabia and Iran seem to be on an
upswing and may lead to a better understanding amongst two

old foes, besides unfolding a new regional and global security para-
digm. It seems as if in this winter season, the ice between the two
largest Muslim countries i.e. Saudi Arabia and Iran have started melt-
ing. One claims to be the leader of the Sunni domination, while the
other is the Shia leader. This difference doesn't hold any importance
in the difference of opinion between the two on various regional and
global issues. However, it seems that the current Saudi dispensation,
led by Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, is ready to forget the
old enmity and forge a new relationship with its old foe. This develop-
ment also comes in the background of strained relations between the
US and Saudi Arabia, on the issue of oil pricing and supply and de-
fence cooperation. Last week, the Iranian side also showed signs of
reconciliation when Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian met with his Saudi counterpart, Prince Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud, in Jordan. Amir-Abdollahian announced that Tehran is ready
to reach an agreement with Western powers regarding its nuclear file
if "red lines are respected." In a tweet, Amir-Abdollahian stated that
he had a "friendly conversation" with his counterparts in neighbour-
ing countries on the sidelines of the second Baghdad Conference for
Cooperation and Partnership in Jordan, adding that he met the for-
eign ministers of Jordan, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia at the
event, adding that the Saudi minister asserted his country's readi-
ness to continue dialogue with Iran. Saudi Arabia cut off relations
with Iran in 2016 after Iranian protesters attacked the Saudi Embassy
in Tehran. The demonstrators were upset over Saudi Arabia executing
Shia cleric Nimr al-Nimr. Saudi Arabia and Iran have long been at
odds over numerous regional issues, perhaps most prominently Iran's
nuclear program. The two countries are also on opposite sides of the
Yemen civil war, with Saudi Arabia backing the internationally recog-
nized government and Iran supporting the Houthi rebels. In 2021, offi-
cials from Saudi Arabia and Iran began holding direct talks -- facilitat-
ed by Baghdad -- to reduce tensions. The bilateral dialogue continued
in 2022 also. Previously, Iraq hosted the fifth round of Saudi-Iran talks
in April. There have been no rounds since then. In June, then-Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi said the talks had made "remark-
able progress." Iran delayed a sixth round of talks with Saudi Arabia
in August due to the political instability in Iraq at the time. Regional
wire service Amwaj Media reported earlier that Saudi Arabia stopped
the dialogue with Iran. This was due to concerns over Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani, who replaced Kadhimi in
October, according to Amwaj. Amir-Abdollahian announced that
Tehran is ready to reach an agreement with Western powers regard-
ing its nuclear file if "red lines are respected." "In the past two to
three months, the US made hypocritical statements and took action
that did not match their words," he said about the nuclear talks.
Washington "has repeatedly claimed it is ready to take the final step
of all parties returning to the agreement in Vienna, but they behaved
hypocritically in the media," he added. Amir-Abdollahian stated that
the parties to the talks are returning to "realism," noting that if "red
lines are respected, we are ready to take the final steps to reach an
agreement." It is expected that the normalization of ties between the
two biggest Muslim nations may lead to regional stability, besides an
increase in the influence of the middle-eastern bloc in global politics.
This may lead to a further refresh of the US policy for the region, be-
cause if the two nations come together then it may translate into a
more demanding and assertive bloc, challenging the American policy
and strategy in the region, which seems to have faltered recently. 

Moitrayee Das 

S leep is an indispensable part of our life. It is vital for the normal
functioning of an individual. Short hours of sleep and poor

quality sleep can harm all aspects of an individual's daily functioning
(attention, memory, language, reasoning, decision-making, and
learning). Therefore, good sleep is vital to better performance
across professions. Even so, it is found that insomnia is speedily
growing as a global health issue. Several hazards have been created
in the workplace, referable to as insomnia. Some clinical studies
about sleep show that about 4 per cent to 5% of the population in the
west is affected by a problem called excessive daytime sleepiness
(EDS) (Ulfberg et al., 1996). Working shifts have become integral to
modern industrial life (Akerstedt & Wright, 2009). In India, the shift
system, in one form or another, has been in existence for more than
70 years (Verhaegen et al., 1987). It started in docks and textile mills
and has spread to all industries continuously (Boggild & Knutsson,
1999). In constantly running plants, working in three shifts is in-
evitable (Folkard & Tucker, 2003). Shift work interferes with the gen-
eral life of an individual as compared to those working day shifts or
what is commonly known as general shifts (Anderson & Bremer,
1987). Studies have shown that workers on rotating shifts are sleep-
less and get only 5.6 hours of sleep on average compared to those on
a non-shift basis for 24 hours (Boggild & Knutsson, 1999). Insomnia
seems to be a common problem among rotating shift workers
(Holbrook, White & Hitt, 1994). A study by Palo and Das (2021) found
that of 275 rotating shift workers they studied, 11 per cent of the
workers working rotating shifts suffer from poor sleep quality.
Molecular and hormonal problems in the body are highly possible
due to irregular work schedules or working in shifts. It can obstruct a
person's day-to-day functioning (Wirth MD et al., 2017). Most stud-
ies, primarily in sleep and shift work, have often found that the risk
of accidents increases due to sleepiness (Bonnet, 1985). Sleep-relat-
ed problems involving sleep attacks are common among shift work-
ers, eventually leading to sleepiness during their respective shifts
(Sandberg et al., 2011). It has far-reaching implications for the off-
shift well-being of the workers as well. However, a few studies have
considered shift work and its relationship with on- and off-shift out-
comes in Indian organizations. It is time to realize that our limited
sleep should not be worn as a 'badge of honour to prove our commit-
ment and dedication towards our work. The well-being of the organi-
zation lies entirely in the well-being of the employees. If employees
are not healthy there will be disturbing repercussions not just for the
employees but also for the eventual profitability of the organization.
Numerous studies have shown how organizations have lost a huge
sum of money on employees' health and increased sick leaves. There
needs to be a huge shift in the work culture that promotes unhealthy
workplace behaviour to one that truly acknowledges and cares
about the concerns and problems of the employees. Certain un-
healthy practices such as encouraging overtime to stay, work com-
munication post-work hours, equating 'busyness' with productivity,
workplace gossip, discouraging holidays and leisure time, rest/vaca-
tion shaming, inadequate rest breaks or restrooms among many oth-
ers play a significant role in deciding the future work culture of the
organizations. Sleep is a necessity, not a luxury. We do not need to
earn our rest time, we deserve it.

New year resolution: 
To sleep well

Saudi-Iran ties on the mend 

The history of chocolate: When 
money really did grow on trees

Kajal Chatterjee

S o Sunil Gavaskar finds
Kuldeep Yadav 's omission

from the playing XI of the second
and final Test in Mirpur as "unbe-
lievable, to put it gently" despite
the spinner's match figures (8/113)
fetching Man of the Match award in
the first Test in Chittagong! Surely
many other "pundits" are also feel-
ing so and aggrieved over supposed
"Horses for courses" policy of the
team management. Viewing the
spectacle, it needs to be asked
whether Gavaskar and the "pun-
dits" had ever expressed disbelief
and disgust on the behaviour meted
towards Wriddhiman Saha - - - the
best wicketkeeper of the contem-
porary world. 

Following the rest awarded to
Rishabh Pant, a rare opportunity for
Wriddhiman Saha to don the gloves
came during the home series
against New Zealand in November
2021.  And it required an unbeaten
innings of 61 by Saha to somehow
save the Kanpur Test for India, that
too when he was in acute pain due

to stiff neck. Yet, what was the re-
sult of playing such an epic innings.
Just a cold-blooded negligence and
belittlement of Saha by a represen-
tative of the team management
that too when that Kanpur Test was
still alive.  Throughout history of
Indian cricket, many cricketers
have not received their entitled
dues and opportunities. Many
found themselves dropped despite
performing excellently. Many do
not get a single call in the national
squad despite excelling in domestic
cricket for years.  But BCCI man-
darins, selectors or team manage-
ment have never stated in public
that X or Y would not be considered
for selection in the national squad
or first eleven. There always exists
a facade of "neutrality" with the of-
ficial stance remaining "Everybody
eligible for selection depending
upon performance".  But when a
cricketer responds to the surname
Saha, even that facade gets relegat-
ed to oblivion. Yes, then batting
coach Vikram Rathour did acknowl-
edge Saha's brilliant innings by
fighting against all odds; yet on the
same breath scandalously delivered

the ultimatum that when Pant
would be available after completion
of his phase of rest, Saha would
have to yield place to him as the lat-
ter is a "mere replacement" of the
former. But the team management
didn't care to clarify why Saha was
not promptly reinstated to the first
eleven after he regained fitness
after coming out of injury which he
had incurred in early 2018 in South
Africa just after the first Test at
Cape Town ! Not to forget in that
very Test , Saha emerged as the
first Asian wicketkeeper to take 10
catches in a match. Yet even after
such a superlative performance, the
No.1 wicketkeeper of India and the
contemporary world was not wel-
comed back to the first eleven with
preference accorded to his replace-
ment Pant. So it is clearly proved
that all dialogues of "original first
eleven" and "replacement" were
nothing but farce; rather those ter-
minologies were crudely exploited
according to the situation with
clever eyes to pamper Pant and dis-
criminate against Saha. Previously
it got hilariously conveyed that
preference is being accorded to

Pant in the first eleven for his al-
leged "better batsmanship"! So
even after taking unbelievable acro-
batic catches in the 5 Tests against
South Africa and Bangladesh in
home soil(2019); Saha got dropped
in the subsequent Test series in
New Zealand in early 2020 with
Pant being given his spot ! But
when Saha had come up with that
gallant innings of spine in most try-
ing times in Kanpur ; we were made
to hear that it is the "misfortune" of
Saha to miss the bus as he is play-
ing in the era of "extremely special
player" in the form of Pant. Not only
is it a heartless joke, nothing can be
more ridiculous than this callous bi-
ased prejudiced statement.  And
just notice the crassness through
which the team management had
transmitted such a negative mes-
sage to Saha by publicly declaring
that he should not expect a berth in
the first eleven till Pant remains in
the scene! What a snub to his con-
tribution and efficiency. What an in-
sult to the silent worker Saha! Have
the team management ever pub-
licly declared that they are not
ready to look beyond Kohli-Pujara-

Rahane-Rohit or Shami-Ishant-
Ashwin-Jadeja! But when the soft
target was Saha, a clear signal had
been given to him that he did not
enjoy the confidence of the team
management. What a "reward"
given to Saha for his "sin" of lifting
India's fortunes despite enduring
the pain of a stiff neck! No wonder
why Saha has been robbed of his
place in the team as "second wicket
keeper" also.

At least Kuldeep Yadav has not
been given an "ultimatum" of sorts
that he should not expect a birth in
the team due to the presence of
Ravichandran Ashwin and Axar
Patel! So he still holds every chance
to return in first XI in future. But the
door of the team was shut with a
bang right in front of the nose of
Wriddhiman Saha for his "failure"
of playing a match-saving innings of
61 not out in Kanpur Test. So it must
be again asked why don't the
Gavaskars find nothing unbeliev-
able in such blatant injustice to the
contemporary world's Best wicket-
keeper. Why doesn't blatant injus-
tice to him do not raise minimum
hue and cry anywhere.

What a Double standard! 
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BRIEF

UCO Bank
New Delhi: State-
owned UCO Bank on
Wednesday said it is
planning to raise up to
Rs 1,000 crore by issu-
ing debt securities.
The bank’s board will
consider the proposal
for raising tier I capi-
tal in the form of addi-
tional tier I bonds in
one or more tranches
aggregating to Rs
1,000 crore, UCO Bank
said in a regulatory
filing. The board is
scheduled to meet on
January 3, 2023 to take
up the fund raise pro-
posal. UCO Bank
stock closed at 
Rs 31.45 on BSE, down
2.93 per cent.

DICGC 
Mumbai: The Deposit
Insurance and Credit
Guarantee
Corporation (DICGC)
settled claims of Rs
8,516.6 crore in the last
financial year and
bulk of them were
from customers of the
Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-oper-
ative (PMC) Bank, the
Reserve Bank said on
Tuesday. An amount
of Rs 3,791.6 crore was
provided to Unity
Small Finance Bank
for making payment
to the depositors of
the erstwhile PMC
Bank, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
said in Trends and
Progress in Banking
Report for FY22.

FRDA 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment sector NPS
subscribers will have
to make a request for
partial withdrawal of
their National
Pension System (NPS)
corpus only through
their associated nodal
offices from January
1, 2023. The govern-
ment sector NPS sub-
scribers include em-
ployees of central and
state governments
and autonomous bod-
ies. The Pension Fund
Regulatory And
Development
Authority (PFRDA)
relaxed the norms
during the COVID
pandemic by allowing
withdrawals 
under NPS through
self-declaration.

Coal India 
New Delhi: Coal India
Chairman Pramod
Agrawal on Tuesday
exuded confidence
that the PSU will
achieve the produc-
tion target of 700 mil-
lion tonnes for the cur-
rent financial year.
Coal India (CIL) ac-
counts for over 80 per
cent of the domestic
coal output. “ I am con-
fident...Coal India will
achieve the 700 million
tonne coal production
target this financial
year,” the chairman
was quoted as saying
in a statement.

IIHM 
New Delhi: IIHM
YOUNG CHEF
OLYMPIAD 2023
(YCO 2023) is a unique
competitive event
being held for the
ninth time since its
inception in 2015,
with around 60 coun-
tries participating
this time. Held under
the auspices of the
International
Hospitality Council,
UK, the competition is
organized by IIHM, a
part of the Indismart
Group which is a
large conglomerate
that operates the
IndiSmart Hotels and
offers a wide range of
services in the field of
Hospitality
Management
Education Training
and Consultancy in
India and
South East Asia.

2023 AUDI A8

This photo provided by Audi shows the 2023 Audi A8, a large luxury sedan available
with 22-way adjustable heated and ventilated seats complete with massage. 

FRUIT MARKET

Vendors sort out oranges at a wholesale fruit market, in Kolkata, Wednesday, Dec. 28.

Mumbai, Dec 28 (PTI):

Despite the Narendra
Modi government’s high-
octane push to boost man-
ufacturing through the
‘Make in India’ initiative,
foreign investors continue
to chase bets in the servic-
es sector, a domestic rat-
ing agency said on
Wednesday.

India Ratings and
Research also said a bulk
of the foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) in manu-
facturing is not greenfield
or fresh investments
which should otherwise
be the aspirational aspect.

“ despite the govern-
ment’s effort to attract
more investments in the
manufacturing sector
through ‘Make in India’
campaign, the FDI inflow
is still tilted in favour of
the services sector,” the
rating agency said.

“ this could be because
doing business in the serv-
ices sector is less compli-

cated than doing business
in the manufacturing sec-
tor in India,” the agency,
an arm of Fitch Ratings,
said.

It said services sector
FDI increased to USD
153.01 billion in the servic-
es sector during April 2014
to March 2022 from USD
80.51 billion during to
April 2000 to March 2014,
while the increase in man-
ufacturing was less fast at
USD 94.32 billion as
against USD 77.11 billion.

The agency reminded
that in 2014, India
launched a flagship pro-
gramme called ‘Make in
India’ to facilitate invest-
ments across sectors, but
with a special focus to
build a world-class manu-
facturing sector and fol-
lowed it up with the PLI
scheme across 14 manu-
facturing sectors.

The services sector ac-
counted for the highest
share in FDI between 2000-
2014 as well, the agency

said, adding that within
services, trading, telecom-
munications, banking/in-
surance, IT/business out-
sourcing and
hotels/tourism are the
favourites.

In manufacturing, the
FDI has been concentrat-
ed in segments such as
auto, chemicals, drugs
and pharmaceuticals,
metallurgical and food
processing.

Computer software and
hardware have done well,
where the FDI increased
to USD 72.7 billion during
April 2014 to March 2022,
from just USD 12.8 billion
during April 2000 to
March 2014, the agency
said, adding that this sec-
tor witnessed further trac-
tion after the roll out of
PLI (production linked in-
centive) scheme with
major global brands such
as Apple, Samsung,
Flextronics, and Nokia an-
nouncing big investments
in India.

‘Govt’s manufacturing
push not yielding results’

FDI continues to chase less-complicated services sector

Adani Transmission
incorporate arm for

smart meter business

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Adani Transmission
has formed a subsidiary, BEST
Smart Metering Ltd (BSML), to
undertake the smart meter busi-
ness. BSML is incorporated in
India and registered with the
Registrar of Companies, Gujarat
at Ahmedabad on 27th December
2022 and is yet to commence its
business operations, a BSE filing
stated. “Company has incorpo-
rated a wholly-owned subsidiary
company in the name of BEST
Smart Metering Ltd,” a BSE filing
stated. Adani Transmission has
the 100 per cent equity of Rs 1
lakh divided into 10,000 equity
shares of Rs 10 each. This
assumes significance in view of
Revamped Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS) launched by the
government to help DISCOMs
improve their operational effi-
ciencies and financial sustain-
ability by providing result-linked
financial assistance to them to
strengthen supply infrastruc-
ture based on meeting pre-qual-
ifying criteria and achieving
basic minimum benchmarks.
Under the RDSS, Prepaid Smart
metering is the critical interven-
tion envisaged, with an estimat-
ed outlay of Rs 1,50,000 crore
with GBS (gross budgetary sup-
port) of 23,000 crore and 250
Million prepaid smart meters
are targeted to be installed dur-
ing the Scheme period from FY
2021-22 to FY 2025-26.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::

Bolstered by premiumisation
trends, pent-up demand and
policy initiatives, the country’s
appliances and consumer elec-
tronics sector expects to con-
tinue on the double-digit
growth trajectory in 2023, as
companies seek to expand
capacity and roll out new-age
smart products.

Learning the hard way in the
wake of the global supply chain
disruptions caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic and pro-
longed lockdown in China,
leading companies in the sec-
tor are focusing on enhancing
production capacity as well as
domestic supply chain to
reduce dependence on import-
ed components. All said,
geopolitical developments and
rupee depreciation could have
an adverse impact on compa-
nies. 

Appliances & Consumer
Electronics (ACE) industry
body CEAMA is “optimistic
about good growth in 2023 as
well” and expects to almost
double the value of the indus-
try in the next three years to Rs
1.48 lakh crore by 2025, as well
as make the country an alter-
native hub for exports. In 2022,

ACE industry logged an overall
value growth of around 35 per
cent, led by an unprecedented
rise in sales of cooling products
such as residential air condi-
tioners and higher festive sales
in the second half of the year.
Strong demand for mid and
premium products also helped
the sector, which was signifi-
cantly hit by the pandemic.

Notwithstanding worries
about rise in raw material input
costs amid inflationary chal-
lenges due to the current
geopolitical situations, the
industry anticipates increased
business opportunities, espe-
cially since there is likely to be
demand for several appliances.

“We expect the summer of
2023 to be buoyant, with a
strong summer driving pent-up
demand. We are bullish about a
good summer, which begins at
the end of February and lasts
till the end of June. In the long-
term, the Indian AC market is
expected to grow at a double-
digit CAGR during the FY21-
FY26 period,” Voltas MD & CEO
Pradeep Bakshi told PTI.

The industry will continue to
focus on new innovative,
health and environment-
friendly products. Changing
lifestyle along with increased

affordability will fuel market
growth, according to Voltas
which sold a record 1.6 million
units of residential ACs from
January till November 2022.

The Tata group firm is
investing around Rs 1,000
crore, out of which Rs 500 crore
will be for the RAC
(Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning) plant and Rs 500
crore for the ancillaries, includ-
ing compressors. Consumer
Electronics and Appliances
Manufacturers Association
(CEAMA) President Eric
Braganza said that with the
thrust on building domestic
manufacturing capabilities
through PLI (Production-

Linked Incentive) schemes for
promotion of domestic manu-
facturing of air conditioners
and PMPs (Phased
Manufacturing Programmes),
the industry expects not to be
dependent in the coming years
on the vagaries of foreign sup-
ply chains and dollar fluctua-
tions that affect prices and
operating margins.
“Additionally, with the growth
in the domestic market, manu-
facturing will achieve
economies of scale, which will
contribute in making India an
alternative export hub for the
rest of the world,” he said.
Overall, the industry is expect-
ed to grow 10-15 per cent in FY

2023-24, Godrej Appliances
Business Head and Executive
Vice President Kamal Nandi
said. The Godrej & Boyce group
firm is anticipating a 20 per
cent growth in this period,
which will be primarily led by
the premium segment. “Year-
to-date (till November) data
re-establishes the premium
trend with frost free refrigera-
tors and fully automatic wash-
ing machines continuing to
grow much faster,” he said.
Panasonic Life Solutions India
Chairman Manish Sharma said
the consumer durable industry
is observing a technological
evolution due to the pandemic
that has accelerated the adop-

tion of IoT-enabled appliances.
He said that the industry is on a
steady growth trajectory
backed by a rise in demand for
premium appliances, improv-
ing economy and positive con-
sumer sentiments.

“We expect to see a resur-
gence in demand for consumer
appliances as customers are
gradually returning to their
pre-Covid routine... we, at
Panasonic, are anticipating
stable business growth driven
by positive consumer senti-
ments,” he added.

Panasonic has synergised
efforts to create a portfolio of
smart products across cate-
gories like air conditioners,
washing machines, refrigera-
tors, fans, plugs and switches.
These are powered by Miraie
an IoT-based platform that
connects with Panasonic appli-
ances wirelessly for easy con-
trol and remote monitoring.

LG India VP - Home
Appliances & Air Conditioners -
Deepak Bansal said, “we are
betting big on 2023 as we will
be launching a robust product
portfolio based on Indian
insights”. The South Korean
major, which has completed 25
years in India this year, said a
“positive consumer sentiment

post-pandemic is certainly a
good signal, especially during
festival season. However, the
external global environment
remains a challenge due to
geopolitical and inflation
issues but the impact on India
remains minimal”.

Super Plastronics Pvt Ltd
(SPPL), which has licenses for
international brands including
Blaupunkt, Thomson, Kodak
and White-Westinghouse - for
the Indian market, expects the
TV market to grow 7-10 per
cent in 2023, with availability
of 5G services and increased
fibre cable connectivity in rural
areas. “Huge growth is expect-
ed in semi-urban and rural
areas in India. Having said that,
the challenge I feel for 2023 is
buying sentiments and if infla-
tion and interest rates keep on
increasing, there can be a
slowdown effect,” SPPL CEO
Avneet Singh Marwah said.

BSH Home Appliances (India
& SAARC), which operates with
brands such as Bosch and
Siemens in the appliance
space, said 2022 was a year of
revival for the industry at large
as it witnessed a strong spike
in demand across cooling,
laundry appliances and refrig-
erators.

Appliances, consumer electronics industry aim double-digit
growth, production capacity expansion in 2023

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PIT):

With natural gas prices
surging globally and sup-
ply chain concerns plagu-
ing the EV rollout pace,
Auto LPG can play a role
in India’s transition to a
low carbon economy and
fit in the fuel mix, indus-
try body IAC said
Wednesday.

With India poised to be-
come a USD 5 trillion
economy in the coming
years, energy or fuel secu-
rity has assumed greater
importance.

Auto LPG is the third
most widely used trans-
port fuel in the world
after petrol and diesel. It

has zero global warming
potential, while over 60
per cent of electricity in
India still comes from
coal.

In a statement, IAC said
the government has taken

a number of measures,
including diversifying the
energy basket and pro-
moting alternatives, but
the focus is more on push-
ing an EV-driven mobility
system to move away

from carbon-based petrol
and diesel and achieving
a cleaner environment.

“But, now that a full-
fledged war has been un-
derway involving a key
global energy producer
and exporter on top of al-
ready prevailing pandem-
ic-induced global energy
supply disruptions, ener-
gy security has become
an even more dire and
pressing issue.

“In this backdrop,
should the government
not consider other alter-
native fuel options for mo-
bility, such as auto LPG,
in tandem with its pro-
nounced focus on EVs?” it
said.

Auto LPG can play a role in India’s fuel mix, energy security

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):

Mukesh Ambani, who
took over the reins of
Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) after the sudden de-
mise of his legendary in-
dustrialist father
Dhirubhai Ambani, com-
pletes 20 years at the helm
during which the compa-
ny saw a 17-fold jump in
revenues, 20-times surge
in profit and has become a
global conglomerate.

Following Dhirubhai’s
death in 2002, Mukesh and
his younger brother Anil
assumed joint leadership

of Reliance. While the
elder brother took over as
the chairman and manag-
ing director, Anil was
named vice chairman and
joint managing director.

The brothers, however,
feuded over control, lead-

ing to a split with Mukesh
assuming control of the
gas, oil, and petrochemi-
cals units as RIL, while
Anil got telecommunica-
tions, power generation,
and financial services
units through a demerger.

In 20 years that Stanford
University-drop out
Mukesh, 65, has been at
the helm of RIL, the com-
pany has re-entered the
telecom business, diversi-
fied in retail and new ener-
gy, and raised a record Rs
2.5 lakh crore selling mi-
nority interests during the
Covid lockdown.

Mukesh Ambani completes 20
years at helm of Reliance

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):

State-owned RINL on
Wednesday said Arun
Kanti Bagchi has assumed
charge as Director
(Projects) at the company.

Prior to his joining,
Bagchi was heading the
project team of MECON
which is involved in the
project management con-
sultancy services for
NMDC’s steel plant com-
ing up at Nagarnar in
Chhattisgarh. The plant
has an annual capacity of
3 million tonne (MT),
RINL said in a statement.
“ Arun Kanti Bagchi as-

sumed charge as Director
(Projects) at RINL on
December 26, 2022,” it
said.

Bagchi, a Mechanical
Engineering graduate
from REC, Bhopal, joined
MECON Ltd in 1988 as
Management Trainee
(Technical).

Arun Kanti Bagchi assumes
charge as RINL Director (Projects)

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::

Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
closed marginally down in a
range-bound trade on
Wednesday due to profit taking
by investors after two straight
days of gains amid mixed glob-
al trends and foreign fund out-
flows. 

The 30-share Sensex
declined 17.15 points or 0.03
per cent to settle at 60,910.28.
During the day, it declined
213.66 points or 0.35 per cent
to 60,713.77. The broader NSE
Nifty closed lower by 9.80
points or 0.05 per cent to end
at 18,122.50. From the Sensex
pack, Bharti Airtel, Axis Bank,

Bajaj Finserv, Tata Steel,
UltraTech Cement and Tata
Motors were the major lag-
gards. Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Power Grid and
Maruti were among the win-
ners. “The benchmark indices
traded dull and ended almost
flat amid mixed cues. After the
initial downtick, the Nifty spent
the entire day in a narrow band
however the tone was on the
positive side, thanks to buying
select index majors,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.45 per cent and midcap index
gained 0.23 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty close marginally
down in range-bound trade
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YEARENDER 2022

TOP BIGGEST BOLLYWOOD CONTROVERSIES

GLOBAL LEADERS: WHO ARE THIS YEAR'S BIGGEST WINNERS?

Controversies
and Bollywood
go hand-in-
hand. And 2022
was rather full
of them as some
or other contro-
versy kept strik-
ing the enter-
tainment indus-
try, keeping it
in the news
throughout the
year. Bollywood
celebrities are
known to get
involved in
some controver-
sy or another
and as men-
tioned above,
this year was no
different. As
2022 is coming
to an end, we
thought of going
down memory
lane and walk-
ing through
some of the most
talked about
controversies of
the year. 

T
he Kashmir
Files was
screened at the

Internation Film Festival
of India which was held
in Goa last month.
However, things turned
ugly at the closing cere-
mony of IFFI, when the

head of Jury Nadav Lapid
addressed the audience
and called the film 'propa-
ganda, vulgar'. He stated,
"All of us were disturbed
and shocked by the 15th
film, 'The Kashmir Files'.
That felt like a propagan-
da, vulgar movie, inappro-

priate for an artistic com-
petitive section of such a
prestigious film festival. I
feel totally comfortable
openly sharing these feel-
ings here with you at this
stage. In the spirit of this
festival, we can surely
also accept a critical dis-

cussion, which is essen-
tial for art and life," said
Nadav at the festival's
closing ceremony. Post
his statement on 'The
Kashmir Files, Lapid was
slammed by several
celebrities including film
director Vivek Agnihotri,
who challenged the for-
mer to prove how the film
is factually wrong. He
said, "I challenge all these
urban Naxals and the leg-
endary filmmaker who
came from Israel that if
they can prove any single
shot, event or dialogue is
not completely true, then I
will quit filmmaking.

Who are these people who
stand up against India
every time?" As the con-
troversy grew, some peo-
ple came in support of
Lapid, while others ac-
cused him of being insen-
sitive towards the suffer-
ing of Kashmiri Pandits.

The Kashmir Files vs IFFI jury head Nadav Lapid

RR anveer 
Singh, who often steals the spot-

light with his flashy fashion sense and
clothing style, got enmeshed in a controver-

sy earlier this year after he posed nude for a
magazine photoshoot earlier this year. An FIR was

filed and the actor was booked for obscenity for
sharing his nude pictures from a magazine

shoot. In his statement to the police, the
actor stated that one of the pho-

tos from the shoot was tam-
pered with and morphed, and
the image where his private

parts were visible did not
belong to him. Ranveer faced

severe backlash from netizens after
he shared his nude photoshoot

Internet witnessed a barrage of
reaction including hilarious
memes. In fact, an office-bearer
of an NGO had also approached
the police against the actor
saying that he hurt the
sentiments of women. 

A
amir Khan was
returning to the big

screen after a gap of
four years with his
much-awaited film
'Laal Singh Chaddha'.
However, just when lead
actors - Aamir and
Kareena Kapoor Khan
dropped the first trailer
of the film, netizens
began the Boycott
trend
against
'Laal
Singh
Chadda' and
asked people to completely shun the movie and not watch
it in theatres. At first, it looked harmless, just a group of
trolls creating some hysteria around the film, however,
when the film was declared a box office flop, people
realised the seriousness.  Some Twitter users went through
the archives and dug up Aamir's controversial 'India's
growing intolerance' statement and circulated it on the
micro-blogging site. Some of Kareena's controversial state-
ments from the past in the wake of B-Town favouring nepo-
tism over talent and not being kind to outsiders also sur-
faced online. 

Boycott Laal Singh
Chaddha controversy

Jacqueline Fernandez-Sukesh
Chandrasekhar link-up

Actress Jacqueline Fernandez hit the headlines after several intimate
photos of her and conman Sukesh Chandrashekhar surfaced online

and went viral in January this year. The alleged couple was captured
sharing a mushy moment in the photo, that defined their bond with
each other. Reportedly, conman Sukesh had also released a handwrit-
ten letter to express his displeasure over the viral photos and confirmed
that he was in a relationship with the actress. Throughout the year,
Jacqueline was summoned several times by the Enforcement Director in
connection with her involvement in Sukesh Chandrasekhar money laun-
dering case. As per the ED, she consciously overlooked Sukesh's crimi-
nal past due to lure of money and continued to indulge in financial
transactions with him. In December, the actress had also sought per-
mission to travel to Bahrain to meet her mother, but withdrew her plea
after she was told by the court that the case is at crucial stage. 

While the entire country
waits rather

impatiently for
Shah Rukh Khan's
'Pathaan' to air, the
film has started
making headlines
even before its
release. The first
song 'Besharam
Rang' featuring
Deepika Padukone
and Shah Rukh
showcasing their
electric chemistry on a beautiful
coast of Spain, faced severe back-
lash a section, for an orange biki-
ni Deepika donned in one of the
sequences. Some of the critics
took the song lyrics - Besharam
(shameless) rang (colour) quite
literally and assumed that it was
an insult to Hinduism. Several
outfits and their leaders also
strongly objected to Deepika's
orange bikini and Shah Rukh's
green shirt and expressed their
displeasure saying their senti-
ments have been hurt. 

Saffron bikini row
in Pathaan

Enforcement Directorate grilled actor Vijay
Deverakonda for more than nine hours in connection

with the money laundering case registered after a com-
plaint was filed with the central agency stating that
hawala money was invested in the movie 'Liger' by a
top Telangana Rashtra Samithi leader. According to
sources, Vijay was questioned in a case related to an
alleged FEMA (Foreign Exchange Management Act,
1999) violation. Earlier on November 17, ED questioned
'Liger' producer Charmme Kaur over an alleged FEMA
violation. The film starring Vijay Deverakonda, Ananaya
Panday, Ramya Krishnan and Ronit Roy was made on a
budget of Rs 120 crore, but failed to mint money at the
Box Office. As per reports, the film failed to collect even
Rs 30 per cent of its investment. 

Hawala money used 
for Liger funding?

The year 2022 was a tumultuous one for global poli-
tics. The war in Ukraine upended the global economy -
still facing the effects of Covid-19 - and threatened
global peace and stability. Across the world, leaders
had to adapt to the changing scenarios while resolving
internal issues within their own countries. Europe was
nervous that it may face a situation akin to World
War II, the US was cautious not to begin a new Cold
War with Russia and China, countries in West Asia
witnessed unrest and the UK saw three prime minis-
ters in a span of a couple of months. Some leaders
managed to fight those adversities and lead their peo-
ple, while others wilted in the face of challenges.

PRIME MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi took a proac-
tive approach to ensure cessation of hostili-

ties in Ukraine. In the initial phases of the war,
when European and American leaders sided with
Ukraine, PM Modi made sure India sided with
peace and called Russian President Vladimir

Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky and urged them to give diplomacy a chance
- more than once. “Today’s era is not an era of war,

and I have spoken to you on the phone about this,”
PM Modi told Vladimir Putin - a remark that drew

praise and was even adopted by the G20 mem-
bers in their draft communique. In 2023, the

global focus on India as it hosts the G20 sum-
mit in New Delhi. PM Modi has

promised the world
that India will be-
come a global factory

and counter China’s
dominance of global trade

and supply chains. Amid the chaos,
PM Modi emerged as a global leader
who united the world.

W
hen Rishi Sunak lost the elec-
tions to Liz Truss early

September, he may have felt it
was over. But when the MP
from Richmond (Yorks)
became the prime minister
seven weeks later - the first
person of Indian descent to lead
the country which colonised
India for two centuries - he knew
that he is the prime minister that the
people of the UK needed and not the one that the
Conservative Party of the UK wants. But why shall the UK not
want Rishi Sunak to lead, despite him being the most eligible
candidate for the top job? The Conservative Party felt that by
electing Truss as Prime Minister they would have ticked the
liberal checkbox by selecting the UK’s second female prime
minister after Margaret Thatcher, ignoring the remarkable
work Sunak did as UK finance minister at the height of the
pandemic by saving jobs and extending furloughs. However,
Truss ended up being the UK’s shortest-serving former prime
minister, resigning after seven weeks. The same policies that
Sunak warned against, Truss implemented, leading to her
(and the UK economy’s) fall. 

UK PRIME MINISTER RISHI SUNAK

When Zelensky ignored US’
intelligence reports that

Russia would invade Ukraine,
he took a gamble. He chose
to trust his neighbour and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, but on February 24,
2022, when Russia struck Kyiv
with missiles he became a
laughing stock for his detractors.
The US was quick to offer him a safe route and become
a leader-in-exile, like the Allies did with French wartime
leader Charles de Gaulle when Hitler’s Nazi army invad-
ed France and installed Vichy as the French president at
the height of the second World War. “The fight is here; I
need ammunition, not a ride,” Zelensky reportedly said.
And 300 days later, he is still there, visiting frontlines,
meeting old Ukrainian mothers whose sons and daugh-
ters are fighting a war, speaking to children and assur-
ing them that he will be there, no matter what comes.
And it has boosted morale of the Ukrainian soldiers
fighting Russian troops. 

UKRAINE PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

If the so-called ‘woke mob’ is both-
ering you, help is not far away

and help has come in the form
of Florida’s Republican gover-
nor Ron DeSantis. After grab-
bing the headlines by imple-
menting the ‘Don’t Say Gay’
Law which bars classroom
instruction by school personnel
or third parties on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity may not occur
in kindergarten through grade 3 or in a manner that is not
age-appropriate or developmentally appropriate for stu-
dents, DeSantis emerged like a messiah for those who were
looking for a more palatable version of Donald Trump. His
fans were overjoyed when he was reelected as Florida gov-
ernor earlier as they chanted ‘two more years’. Yes, in two
more years DeSantis could be the US President, defeating
Joe Biden and the Democrats in the 2024 Presidential
Elections. “We fight the woke in the legislature. We fight
the woke in the schools. We fight the woke in the corpora-
tions. We will never, ever surrender to the woke mob.
Florida is where woke goes to die,” DeSantis said in his
speech, which was met with loud, raucous cheers. 

FLORIDA GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS

2022 was a record-setting year for
Emmanuel Macron. He was the

fourth French President to be
reelected to office and while
his critics were unsure of his
survival in French politics, but
he joined the ranks of Charles
de Gaulle, François Mitterrand
and Jacques Chirac. The liberals
in Europe heaved a sigh of relief
seeing far-right candidate Marine Le
Pen defeated - for the moment, France is an emblem of
democracy. Macron did not rest on his laurels. Macron
understood that Europe should not just rely on the US for its
own security, so he travelled to Kyiv and then to Moscow, to
meet Putin and convince him to end his ‘military operation’.
Macron in 2022 reminded people of former German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel. He emerged as one of Europe’s tallest
leaders, taking charge as neighbours grew wary of Putin
and his ambitions. “The job of a diplomat is to talk to every-
body and particularly to the people we disagree with,”
Macron said, in response to criticism from his eastern
European counterparts who were not happy when he said
‘Russia should not be humiliated’.

FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON

Tsai Ing-wen is readying
herself for a possible

Chinese invasion of Taiwan
and she knows that the day
will come. Chinese President
Xi Jinping has been clear -
reunify Taiwan with the
motherland, if required,
forcibly and Tsai Ing-Wen is
paying attention. She has
studied Volodymyr Zelensky
closely and extended support
to Ukraine because she
knows that nothing angers
autocrats more than flourish-
ing democracies extending
support to one another. She
also weathered the storm
quite remarkably when China
carried out war drills around
Taiwan in reaction to former
US House Speaker and
Democrat Nancy Pelosi’s
visit. According to several
experts, the war drills were
nothing but a preparation for
an invasion - that could come
as soon as 2027. But Tsai is
not scared. Speaking to the
Atlantic, she said that Taiwan
may be unfortunate to have a
big neighbour but that makes
Taiwan stronger. 

TAIWAN 
PRESIDENT 

TSAI-ING WEN

Ranveer Singh’s
nude

photoshoot



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  29,  2022

Melbourne, Dec 28 (AP):

Dean Elgar’s weary
South Africa side faces a
difficult task to avoid a big
defeat in the second test
against Australia at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground with two days of
play remaining. South
Africa reached 15-1 in its
second innings at stumps
Wednesday, still requiring
371 more runs to make
Australia bat again. Given
that South Africa has
failed to score 200 in its
previous three innings in
this series, and its leading
batsman and captain
Elgar is already back in
the sheds, the odds are
against the touring team.

Only seven overs were
bowled in the evening ses-
sion before rain interrupt-
ed play, sparing South
Africa further misery on
day three.

South Africa had lost
Elgar for a duck in the sec-
ond over as rival captain
Pat Cummins struck a key
blow, removing the left-
hander caught behind off
the glove. Theunis de
Bruyn, dropped at slip on
three, is not out on six
with Sarel Erwee on
seven.

Resuming Wednesday
on 386-3, Australia de-
clared at tea on 575-8 in
reply to South Africa’s

first innings of 189.
Wicketkeeper Alex Carey
scored his maiden test cen-

tury for Australia, hitting
13 boundaries in his tally
of 111. Carey and

Cameron Green (51 not
out), who showed ad-
mirable composure
against the short ball de-
spite nursing a broken fin-
ger, shared a century stand
for the eighth wicket.

“I probably came out at
a good moment when the
bowlers were probably
pretty tired,” Carey said.

He said it was a special
moment to have his good
friend Green at the crease
when he reached his maid-
en century.

“To see him throw his
arms out meant a lot to
me. We’ve formed a really
good relationship on the
field but also off the field,”
Carey said. “It was huge
courage from him.”

South Africa bowling
coach Charl Langeveldt
said South Africa’s only
hope to save the match
would be to “bat time.”
“We take it hour by hour. If
we can bat two days, that
would be brilliant,” he
said.

Langeveldt said Anrich
Nortje (3-92 off 25 overs)
“bowled with a lot of heat”
but pace spearhead Kagiso
Rabada (2-144 off 28 overs)
needed to work on his con-
trol.

“The guys put in the ef-
fort. The only problem is
just our control,”
Langeveldt said. “Kagiso
wasn’t on song.”

Carey ton puts
Aus in box seat Karachi, Dec 28 (AP):

Kane Williamson’s first
international century for
almost two years put New
Zealand on top in the first
cricket test against
Pakistan on Wednesday.

Williamson, who
stepped down from the
captaincy in his team’s
first test tour to Pakistan
in 20 years, capitalized on
two missed stumpings to
hit an unbeaten 105 as the
Black Caps reached 440-6
at stumps on the third day,
a lead of two runs.

Tom Latham also made
his 13th test century, be-
coming the first New
Zealand opener to achieve
the feat, and Devon
Conway hit 92 as the visi-
tors dominated the spin-
ners on a slow turning
wicket.

Mystery spinner Abrar
Ahmed picked up 3-143
and left-arm slow bowler
Nauman Ali took 2-137 but
neither could wrestle con-
trol away from the batters.

Wicketkeeper Sarfaraz
Ahmed, making a test
comeback after four years,
fumbled stumping oppor-
tunities when Williamson
was on 15 and 21, while the
former skipper also over-
turned an lbw ruling
against Abrar through a
television referral.

It was Williamson’s first
international century
since his 238 against
Pakistan in Hamilton in
January 2021.

Tom Blundell (47) and
Daryl Mitchell (42) played
useful knocks and shared
half-century stands with
Williamson against some
scrappy Pakistan fielding.

Blundell was dropped
low down by Imam-ul-Haq
at short mid-wicket before
paceman Mohammad
Wasim had him lbw late in
the day. Mitchell, who
scored three centuries and

two half-centuries in the
three-test series against
England in June, smashed
four successive bound-
aries off Wasim after
Pakistan took the second
new ball.

Abrar removed Mitchell
and Latham to reverse
sweeps as the ball bal-
looned to close-in fielders
after hitting their gloves.

Captain Babar Azam

was among at least three
Pakistan players hit by a
virus and didn’t take the
field at the start. He stayed
off until half an hour
after lunch.

Salman Agha, who
made a maiden test hun-
dred in Pakistan’s first in-
nings 438, is unwell and
hasn’t fielded.

There was confusion
when substitute fielder
Mohammad Rizwan led
the team for a while.
However, team manage-
ment had named Sarfaraz
as the designated stand-in
skipper and he eventually
took charge because sub-
stitute fielders can’t cap-
tain a side. Latham raised
his 100 with a single off
Abrar before he fell for
113.

Resuming on 165-0,
Latham and Conway
stretched their opening
stand to a record 183 be-
fore Nauman struck in his
first over.

Conway had added 10 to
his overnight 82 but was
out lbw to a Nauman de-
livery which spun sharply
from the rough. Sarfaraz
successfully overturned
umpire Aleem Dar’s not-
out decision through a tel-
evision referral.

The opening stand bet-
tered New Zealand’s previ-
ous first-wicket record
against Pakistan when
Mark Richardson and
Matthew Bell shared a 181-
run partnership in
Hamilton in 2001.

Williamson, Latham tons put
Kiwis on top against Pakistan

Kane Williamson

Dubai, Dec 28 (PTI):

India left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh was on
Wednesday nominated for
the ICC Emerging
Cricketer of the Year hon-
our alongside Marco
Jansen, Finn Allen and
Ibrahim Zadran.

Voting for the award
will begin in January, said
the ICC in a release.

Arshdeep has made the
shortlist less than six
months after making his
international debut.

In 21 T20
Internationals, the lanky
pacer took 33 wickets at
an average of 18.12, pro-
viding breakthroughs
both with the new and old
ball.

Building on a strong
IPL career, India’s nation-
al setup took on the left-
arm quick, and he made
the most of the chance
with the team looking to
bounce back after a disap-
pointing 2021 T20 World
Cup. Arshdeep was also
handed an ODI cap on
India’s recent tour of New

Zealand, and the future is
bright for the 23-year-old.

In a short span of time,
Arshdeep came up with
memorable performanc-
es, including in the high-
pressure T20 World Cup
game against Pakistan at
the MCG. With swing and

pace at his disposal,
Arshdeep removed both
members of Pakistan’s
prolific opening pair. He
claimed Babar Azam with
his first ball lbw, before
taking the wicket of
Mohammad Rizwan at the
end of his next over.

Arshdeep Singh among nominees for
ICC Emerging Cricketer of Year Award

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::

Injured Australian all-round-
er Cameron Green has said he
will do everything possible to
be fit for the gruelling four-
Test series against India,
beginning in early February
next year, as it was a massive
assignment.

While the 23-year-old, who
emerged the second-highest
earner ever in the history of
the IPL auctions in Kochi

recently, will miss the third
and final Test against South
Africa at Sydney due to a frac-
tured index finger, Green said
he wants to be quickly ready
for the “mentally and physical-
ly” challenging India tour.

The Border-Gavaskar Trophy
tour is crucial for both India
and Australia as the World Test
Championship final slots are at
stake for both sides, and Green
does not want to miss the
opportunity to be part of such

an important series. “It obvi-
ously hurts not playing for
Australia (in the final Test ver-
sus South Africa at Sydney).
I’ve played every game since I
debuted, so it’s going to feel a
bit weird watching Test cricket
from home,” said Green, who
suffered a serious finger injury
after getting hit by an Anrich
Nortje bouncer on Tuesday.

The tall all-rounder batted
through pain on Wednesday to
score an unbeaten half-centu-
ry before Australia declared
their first innings at 575 for
eight wickets at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on
day three.

Though ruled out of the
Sydney Test, the all-rounder
who went to Mumbai Indians
for Rs 17.5 crore during the
IPL auction, has set his sights
on the India series.

“It’s a great (Australian
dressing room) environment to
be a part of so I’m definitely
going to miss it (in Sydney
Test). I’m going to do as much
as I can to get it right and try
to go to India,” Green was
quoted as saying by Cricket
Australia on Wednesday.

Will do everything possible to be fit
for Test series against India: Green

Dubai, Dec 28 (PTI):

Ravichandran Ashwin
and Shreyas Iyer on
Wednesday made signifi-
cant gains in the ICC
rankings after helping
India win the second
Test against Bangladesh
in Mirpur.

Ashwin has moved up
one slot and is joint-
fourth among bowlers
along with teammate
Jasprit Bumrah after fin-
ishing with six wickets
in the match.

He has also inched up
three places to 84th
among batters following
a crucial unbeaten
knock of 42 in the second
innings that enabled a
three-wicket victory and
won India crucial WTC
points. Ashwin, who has
been the No. 1 bowler
and all-rounder in the
past, has also earned

seven rating points in the
all-rounders’ rankings,
which are led by his com-
patriot Ravindra Jadeja.
Jadeja is currently on
369 rating points while
Ashwin is on 343.

Iyer, who partnered
Ashwin in an unbroken
71-run partnership that
steered the team to victo-
ry, has attained a career-
best 16th position.

Iyer’s scores of 87 and
29 not out have helped
him progress from 26th
position, his previous
best in the rankings.

Ashwin moves up to
joint fourth, Iyer jumps

10 spots to be 16th

A
sh

w
in ICC rankings

Manchester, Dec 28 (AP):

As Erik ten Hag con-
firmed Manchester
United’s ongoing search
for a new striker, his exist-
ing ones made up for
Cristiano Ronaldo’s de-
parture in a 3-0 win
against Nottingham
Forest.

Marcus Rashford and
Anthony Martial struck
first-half goals in the
game at Old Trafford as
United moved to within a
point of fourth-place
Tottenham.

However, if United’s
manager is to guide his
team to a top-four finish
in his first season at the
club, he is likely to need
more firepower to cover
the exit of Ronaldo, who
had his contract terminat-
ed last month.

Substitute Fred com-
pleted the scoring in the
87th minute but Ten Hag
was frustrated by a host of
missed opportunities.

“We have to score more
goals,” he said. “We creat-
ed so many chances and it
takes us just before the

end to score the third
goal. We need to take this
moment earlier.”

Rashford struck his
10th goal of the season
and Martial scored his
fifth in only five starts to

highlight their potential
as a partnership.

But Ronaldo’s exit fol-
lowing his explosive inter-
view with Piers Morgan
has left Ten Hag with lim-
ited options in attack.

United was linked with
a move for Netherlands
international Cody
Gakpo, who was one of
the standout performers
at the World Cup.
However, PSV Eindhoven
announced it had agreed
to sell the forward to
United’s top-four rival
Liverpool.

“I don’t talk about indi-
vidual cases. We are look-
ing for offensive players,
we are looking for a strik-
er,” Ten Hag said.

“It would be good be-
cause of all the games
coming, we are playing
every third day and it is
tough. I think we are al-
ways in the market, but it
has to match the sporting
criteria, but also the fi-
nancial criteria.

“We do what we can to
bring in any player we
can.” United’s attempts to
bring in a top quality for-
ward in January could be
hindered by the potential
sale of the club after own-
ers, the Glazers, con-
firmed their willingness
to consider giving up con-
trol.

Man United beats Forest 3-0

Nottingham Forest’s Nigerian striker Emmanuel Dennis
(L) fights for the ball with Manchester United’s
Brazilian midfielder Casemiro during the English
Premier League football match between Manchester
United and Nottingham Forest at Old Trafford in
Manchester, north west England.

New delhi, Dec 28:

While he has started bat-
ting in the nets, Rohit
Sharma is expected to be
fully fit by the end of the
first week of January, in
time for the ODI series
against Sri Lanka. That
made him unavailable for
the T20Is starting January
3. KL Rahul and Virat
Kohli have been rested
after the full tour of
Bangladesh. It is learnt
that neither of them asked
for the break, but the selec-
tors felt they needed the
rest. Jasprit Bumrah was
declared fit and was avail-
able for selection, but the
selectors don’t want to
rush him back. They want
to simulate training for
him that replicates the
workload of a proper
match, and see how he
holds up before he is
brought back to interna-
tional cricket.

That is also the reason
why Ravindra Jadeja, who
was earlier named in the
squad for the Bangladesh

tour, is still out of interna-
tional cricket. The selec-
tors now want to see him
in match simulation just
to be sure of his match fit-
ness. Rishabh Pant has
been sent to the NCA for
strength and conditioning
before the Test
series against
Au s t r a l i a .
The team
management
feels he will
have a key
role to play
in the Tests,
and needs this
housekeeping break
after playing 44 inter-

nationals this year. India
need to win three of four
Tests against Australia to
qualify for the World Test
Championship final.

A significant develop-
ment is the promotion of
Hardik Pandya to full-
time vice-captain in both
formats, which comes as
a recognition of his lead-
ership ability. That

should also be a
sign that the
place of Rahul,
the previous

vice-captain, is
not set in stone

in either white-
ball format.

HI announces cash
prize to boost morale
of Indian team ahead

of World Cup
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Hockey India on
Wednesday announced cash
prizes for the Indian team and
support staff ahead of next
month’s FIH men’s World Cup in
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela. India
will begin their campaign
against Spain from January 13
and HI decided to reward the
team members with Rs 25 lakh
each and the support staff with
Rs 5 lakh each for a gold medal-
winning feat at the prestigious
quadrennial event. A silver
medal would see the players
walk away with Rs 15 lakh and
the support staff would be
awarded Rs 3 lakh, while a
bronze medal will see them
being awarded with Rs 10 lakh
each, while the support staff
would be entitled to a prize of Rs
2 lakh. The decision was made
by Hockey India Executive
Board in a virtual meeting on
December 24. “Finishing on the
podium at a Senior Men’s
World Cup is not an easy task,
and we hope this announce-
ment will further increase the
motivation levels of the already
glory-hungry Indian Men’s
Hockey Team,” said HI presi-
dent Dilip Tirkey in a release.

Bumrah fit but selectors cautious, 
Pant sent to NCA before Australia Tests

Hardik Pandya
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Jammu, Dec 28 (PTI): 

With yet another inci-
dent of terrorists trying to
sneak into Kashmir by
hiding in a truck, security
experts have batted
strongly for the installa-
tion of vehicle scanners
along the highways.

Four heavily-armed ter-
rorists, travelling in a
truck to Kashmir after in-
filtrating from Pakistan,
were killed in a "chance
encounter" with security
forces here early
Wednesday morning, a po-
lice officer said.

The gunfight took place
around 7.30 am amid
dense fog near Tawi
Bridge in the Sidhra by-
pass area along the
J a m m u - S r i n a g a r
National Highway

It is a "major challenge"
for security forces which
have foiled over a dozen
such bids on national
highways in Jammu and
Kashmir by eliminating
several terrorists and re-
covering large quantities
of weapons and explosive
material during the past
few years.

"There is a long pending
demand of security forces
to install full body vehicle
scanners along the high-
way," security expert and
retired army officer Brig
Anil Gupta told PTI.

He said that in the ab-
sence of such scanners,
one cannot check each
and every truck.

Brig Gupta, who served
at the Nagrota-based 16
Corps headquarters, said
the "loophole is being ex-

ploited" by terrorists and
their supporters.

"I think the only solu-
tion to this is to have full
body scanners installed
at various locations along
highways with checking
made mandatory for ve-
hicles," he said.

Police had on
November 10 busted a ter-
ror module of Jaish-e-
Mohammad and arrested
three operatives from the
Narwal area, recovering
arms and ammunition
including three AK-56 ri-
fles, one pistol, nine mag-
azines and six grenades
from a Kashmir-bound
truck.

On April 22, police ar-
rested two persons in-
cluding the driver of a
truck who had ferried
terrorists in a truck from

the International Border
of village Supwal in
Samba district to
Sunjuwan where they
carried out a terror at-
tack in which two terror-
ists and one CISF officer
were killed and four se-
curity personnel were in-
jured.

Four suspected Jaish-
e-Mohammed terrorists,
who were hiding in a
truck, were killed on
November 17, 2020 in an
encounter with security
forces on the Jammu-
Srinagar National
Highway near Nagrota
in the outskirts of
Jammu city.

Three Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) mili-
tants were killed on
January 31, 2020 in a
gunbattle that broke out

after a group of terror-
ists, travelling in a truck,
opened fire at a police
team at a toll plaza on the
Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway on the out-
skirts of Jammu city.

Agartala, Dec 28 (PTI): 

BJP MLA Dibachandra
Hrangkhawal resigned
from the assembly on
Wednesday, becoming the
seventh legislator of the
ruling coalition in the state
to quit this year.
Hrangkhawal, a tribal MLA
of Karamcherra in Dhalai,
cited personal reasons for
his resignation, months
ahead of the assembly elec-
tions in the state.

"Today, I have submitted
my resignation as an MLA
to the secretary of the as-
sembly as speaker Ratan
Chakraborty was not
present. I have resigned
on personal grounds," he
told reporters.
Hrangkhawal, who was
the president of the state
Congress, switched over
to the BJP just before the
2018 assembly elections. "I
have not decided yet on
my next course of action
but will obviously remain
in politics since I am a po-

litical person," he said.
Hrangkhawal was ac-

companied to the assembly
by senior state Congress
leader Asish Kumar Saha,
who had resigned as a BJP
MLA earlier this year.
With this, the BJP lost four
of its MLAs this year.
Besides Saha, legislators
Sudip Roy Barman and
Burbo Mohan Tripura
also resigned earlier this
year. MLA Asish Das of
Surma constituency was
disqualified for his alleged
misconduct.

The Indigenous People's
Front of Tripura (IPFT), a

constituent of the BJP-led
government, also lost
three of its MLAs --
Dhananjoy Tripura,
Brishaketu Debbarma and
Mevar Kumar Jamatia.
The resignations of
Dhananjoy Tripura and
Mevar Kumar Jamatia
were accepted by the
speaker but Brishaketu
was disqualified on the ac-
count of "procedural
fault". BJP spokesperson
Subrata Chakraborty told
PTI that Hrangkhawal was
ailing for a long and was
not being able to perform
his duties.

Bhopal, Dec 28 (PTI): 

BJP leader and Madhya
Pradesh ex-chief minister
Uma Bharti has told the
Lodhi community that they
are free to vote for any
party by taking their own
interest into account.
Bharti belongs to the same
community, which comes
under the other backward
class or OBC category.

Bharti's message came
during her address at a con-
vention of marriageable
boys and girls of her com-
munity on December 25 in
Bhopal, though a purport-
ed video clip of her re-
marks surfaced on Tuesday
evening. Madhya Pradesh
is a BJP-governed state.
Bharti (63) said that she
was a loyal soldier of the

BJP and would seek votes
from her party's platform,
but the people of her com-
munity should take a deci-
sion on the basis of their
own interests. "I will come,
I will come on the platform
of my party, I will ask for
votes. I never say that if
you are a Lodhi then vote
for the BJP. I tell everyone
to vote for the BJP because
I am a loyal soldier of my
party. But I will expect a lit-
tle from you that you will
be a loyal soldier of the
party," she said. Bharti
said, "You have to see the
surroundings and look for
your interests. If you are
not a party worker or a
party voter, you have to de-
cide for yourself. We are in
the bond of love but from
my side, you are completely

free from the political bond-
ing." The state Congress
tweeted a video of Bharti's
address and said, "Big mes-
sage for Lodhi community -
Senior BJP leader and for-
mer Chief Minister Uma
Bharti has indicated to the
Lodhi community that now
there is no need to vote for
the BJP. Uma Bharti ji, wel-
come in the grand cam-
paign to save Madhya
Pradesh."

K K Mishra, chairman of
the media department of
the MP Congress
Committee, said that
Bharti has been trying to
re-establish her shrinking
political base in the BJP.
"But, we can't say as she
used to backtrack from her
announcements and state-
ments," he said.

Kota (Rajasthan), Dec 28 (PTI): 

Commercial flights to
Kota, which is home to the
coaching industry worth
Rs 6,000 crore, are yet to be
a reality even nearly three
decades after they were
suspended in 1995. A record
two lakh students are en-
rolled in various coaching
institutes this year. Once
an industrial hub, the city
has transformed into the
coaching capital of the
country in recent years.
However, air connectivity
till Kota remains a distant
dream.

Commercial flights from
Kota Airport were discon-
tinued in 1995 after the pas-

senger flow dried up follow-
ing the industrial recession
there. Coaching classes
were yet to take shape of an
industry in the 1990s.
According to a representa-
tive of a noted coaching in-
stitute here, lack of air con-
nectivity is a big setback.

"The students here are in
a very competitive atmos-
phere, the exam is tough
and the expectations are
high. Due to lack of air con-
nectivity, many parents are
not able to visit their chil-
dren regularly. Similarly,
even if there is a break, stu-
dents often decide to stay
back because of the travel
time and do not visit home.

"This cut off kind of de-

voids children of the kind
of moral support they can
get from the families. Air

connectivity can help ad-
dress these issues to a larg-
er extent," Nitesh Sharma,

a spokesperson for Allen
Career Institute told PTI.
His thoughts were echoed
by medical aspirant
Sanchit Garg, whose par-
ents run their own hospital
in Bhopal.

"The nearest airport is
Jaipur which is also a four-
and-a-half hour drive from
here. So even if they want
to take a weekend off, they
cannot visit me because
they will just get to spend
an hour or so with me after
that much effort. Many of
my friends are also on the
same boat whose families
do not have the time band-
width to travel by train or
other means of transport,"
he said.

‘Mumbai belongs to Maha,
not to anyone’s father’

Nagpur, Dec 28 (PTI): 

M a h a r a s h t r a
Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on
Wednesday said
Mumbai belongs to
the state and "not to
anyone's father"
while strongly con-

demning remarks made by
some Karnataka leaders
amid the raging boundary
dispute between the two
states.

Speaking in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly, Fadnavis said
the state's feelings will be
conveyed to the Karnataka
government and Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, Raising the issue in
the House, Leader of
Opposition Ajit Pawar (of

Nationalist Congress
Party) claimed Karnataka
CM and ministers have
been hurting
Maharashtra's pride by
their remarks and the
Maharashtra govern-
ment's response is not in
the same coin.

"Law minister (of
Karnataka) Madhu
Swamy has demanded
that Mumbai should be
made a Union Territory.
(Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA) Laxman Savadi
said Mumbai belongs to
Karnataka and has
rubbed salt on the
Marathi people's wounds,"
Pawar said.

The NCP leader de-
manded that the chief
minister condemn this in
strong words. Fadnavis
said, "Mumbai belongs to

Maharashtra and not to
anyone's father. We will
not tolerate anyone stak-
ing claim over Mumbai
and we will put forth our
feelings before the
Karnataka government
and Union home minister."

He said Union minister
Shah will be requested to
reprimand such "motor-

mouths". In a meeting be-
tween the chief ministers
of the two states with
Shah, it was decided that
no fresh claim would be
laid by any of the two par-
ties, he said.

"The comments by
Karnataka MLAs or the
Karnataka Congress presi-
dent are contrary to what
was decided. Will not toler-
ate any claim staked on
Mumbai. We condemn this.
We will send a letter (to
Karnataka government)
condemning these state-
ments," Fadnavis said.

"(These comments) are
not in line what was de-
cided in the meeting with
the Union home minister.
It will be brought to the
notice of the Union home
minister," Fadnavis
added.
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A tourist poses for a photograph with an artist having long moustache, in Bikaner, Wednesday.

ENJOYING HOLIDAYS

People living in slums at the site after Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Ranchi district administration demolished
their houses near railway tracks during an anti-encroachment drive, in Ranchi, Wednesday.

ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE
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Devendra Fadnavis

28 years since they were suspended,
commercial flights yet to land in Kota

Kota airport where non commercial flights land.
Commercial flights have been suspended since 1995. 

UMA BHARTI TO LODHI COMMUNITY

‘You are free to vote for any party’

Another BJP MLA resigns in TripuraAMU looking into
scuffle involving

Kashmiri students
Aligarh, Dec 28 (PTI):
The Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) is
looking into the
December 24 scuffle be-
tween two groups of
students -- one from
Kashmir and another
from eastern Uttar
Pradesh -- and will take
"stringent measures" to
ensure safety of stu-
dents on the campus, of-
ficials said on
Wednesday.

The university will
also find out the rea-
sons behind other
such clashes in recent
past, they said. An al-
tercation broke out on
Saturday night, when
Jibran, a Kashmiri
student residing in an
AMU hostel, allegedly
objected to a game of
badminton being
played outside his
hostel room by a
group of students
from eastern UP.

"We have initiated a
time bound process for
ascertaining the rea-
sons behind the recent
incidents. The univer-
sity will stringently fol-
low all measures and
steps for ensuring the
safety and security of
all students at the cam-
pus," AMU spokesman
Omar S Peerzada told
PTI. Peerzada did not
specify any timeline
for initiating measures
but said it would come
soon.

AMU Proctor Prof
Mohammad Waseem
Ali has denied any neg-
ligence on Saturday's
fight and said that the
issue had been blown
out of proportion.

He said that the inci-
dent was triggered
when a Kashmiri stu-
dent had objected to the
din caused by a bad-
minton game which
was being played just
outside his room.

Spotlight again on demand to install vehicle scanners 
On highways following Jammu encounter



Electrocution 
JJaasshhppuurr:: A male elephant
died of electrocution after
coming in contact with a
live wire in an agricultural
field in Jashpur district, a
forest official said. The
carcass was found at
Kurdeg village under
Bagicha forest range on
Wednesday morning, said
Ashok Singh, a forest
range officer.Forest
department personnel vis-
ited the spot and an
autopsy conducted by a
team of veterinarians
revealed that the 
elephant had died of elec-
trocution, he said.

Inaugurate 
KKoollkkaattaa:: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inau-
gurate the Joka-Taratala
metro corridor in south-
western Kolkata on
Friday, an official said.
The prime minister will
first flag off West
Bengal’s first Vande
Bharat Express from
Howrah to New Jalpaiguri,
connecting the state’s
two most important cities
- Kolkata in the south and
Siliguri in the north.

Stone 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: President
Droupadi Murmu on
Wednesday laid founda-
tion stone of the project
for development of pil-
grimage facilities at
Bhadrachalam group of
temples in Telangana
under the ‘Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and
Spiritual, Heritage
Augmentation Drive

(PRASHAD)’ scheme.

Praise
New Delhi: An organisa-
tion of ex-servicemen on
Wednesday thanked
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for the govern-
ment’s approval of the
revision of pension of
armed forces personnel
under the ‘One Rank One
Pension’ scheme with ret-
rospective effect from
July 1, 2019.

Fire
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  A 44-year-old
man was burnt to death
in southeast Delhi’s
Jaitpur area on
Wednesday after his
clothes caught fire, police
said. They said a person
identified as Sandeep
informed the police
around 10.30 am about
the incident, which took
place on the ground floor
of a house in Hari Nagar
Extension Part-II, Jaitpur.
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Former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi during the

party’s 138th Foundation Day
function, at AICC 

headquarters in New Delhi,
Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):

The government is like-
ly to make it mandatory
for passengers arriving
from China and five other
places to have negative RT-
PCR reports from next
week, official sources said
on Wednesday. They also
cautioned that the next 40
days will be crucial as
India may see a Covid
surge in January.

Even if there is a wave,
deaths and hospitalisation
will be very low, the Health
Ministry sources said.

“Previously, it has been
noticed that a new wave of
COVID-19 hits India
around 30-35 days after it

hits East Asia.... This has
been a trend,” an official
said. The sources said fill-
ing up of ‘air suvidha’
forms and 72-hour prior
RT-PCR testing may be

made mandatory from
next week for internation-
al passengers coming from
China, Japan, South
Korea, Hong Kong,
Thailand and Singapore.

The sources said 39 in-
ternational passengers
were found positive for
COVID-19 out of the 6,000
tested on arrival in the last
two days. Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya will visit the
airport in Delhi on
Thursday to take stock of
testing and screening facil-
ities there, they said.

The proposed tightening
of Covid guidelines and
warning of a fresh surge
come days after Health
Minister Mandaviya asked
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to consider sus-
pending the Bharat Jodo
Yatra if COVID-19 proto-
cols could not be followed.

Raigarh, Dec 28 (PTI): 

A 22-year-old social
media content creator al-
legedly committed suicide
at her home in  Raigarh
district, police said on
Wednesday. Leena
Nagwanshi was on
Tuesday found hanging
from a pipe with a scarf on
the terrace of her house
here under Chakradhar
Nagar police station lim-
its, an official said.

She had identified her-
self on her Facebook han-
dle as a YouTuber. She
used to post her reels on
Instagram and had 11,000
followers. Nagwanshi was
alone in the house at the
time of the incident. When
her mother returned from

the market, she found her
hanging, the official said.
“No suicide note was
found at the spot. The
woman’s mobile phone
was seized and was being
examined,” he said. A case
has been registered in this
connection and further in-

vestigation is underway,
he said. The body was
handed over to the family
members after post-
mortem, he added.

Nagwanshi was a stu-
dent of Bachelor of
Commerce second year
course. Her father is a gov-
ernment officer posted in
Surguja district.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 28 (PTI): The Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) has submitted a re-
port in the Chief Judicial
Magistrate Court here giv-
ing clean chit to former
Kerala chief minister
Oommen Chandy in the
sexual exploitation allega-
tion levelled by a prime ac-
cused woman in the sensa-
tional solar scam, prompt-
ing the Congress to seek
apology from Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
for recommending central
agency probe.

The CBI submitted the
referral report in the court
here on Tuesday, sources

said. The CBI also submit-
ted another referral report
in the court exonerating
BJP leader A P
Abdullakutty in the sexual
exploitation complaint by
the woman.

The case against
Abdulla Kutty had been
registered in 2014 when he
was a Congress MLA from
Kannur. He later joined
BJP.

The State Congress lead-
ers said here that the CBI
had earlier submitted re-
ferral reports in the court
giving clean chit to four
other Congress leaders in-
cluding AICC general sec-
retary K C Venugopal, Lok

Sabha MPs Adoor
Prakash and Hibi Eden
and MLA K P Anil Kumar
who were named as ac-
cused in the sexual ex-
ploitation case filed by the
woman.

Sources said that the
CBI probe has found that
there was no basis for the
woman’s allegation
against Chandy as there
was no evidence to prove
that she had gone to the of-
ficial residence of then
Chief Minister on that
particular day.

The CBI has also found
that it was a fabricated
case, the sources further
said.

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):
The Serum Institute of
India (SII) has offered two
crore doses of Covishield
vaccine to the central
government free of cost
amid a rise in COVID-19
cases in some countries,
official sources said on
Wednesday.

According to an official
source, Prakash Kumar
Singh, Director of
Government and
Regulatory Affairs at the
Serum Institute, has writ-
ten to the Health
Ministry offering the
doses worth Rs 410 crore
free of cost. It is learnt

that Singh has sought to
know from the ministry
how the delivery can be
made. SII has so far pro-
vided more than 170 crore
doses of Covishield to the
government for the na-
tional immunisation pro-
gramme.

Amid a spike in
COVID-19 cases in some
countries, including
China and South Korea,
the government has
sounded an alert and
asked states and Union
territories to prepare for
any eventuality.

India has stepped its
surveillance and genome
sequencing of Covid posi-
tive samples.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::  The
National Green Tribunal has
constituted a fact-finding com-
mittee for providing relief to
victims of the white clay mine
collapse in Bastar district on
December 2. Six persons,
including five women, were
killed and three injured after a
portion of the mine collapsed at
Maalgaon village in the dis-
trict’s Nagarnar police station
limits. The tribunal had taken
suo motu cognisance of a report
on the collapse. A bench com-
prising Chairperson Justice AK
Goel said it appeared that the

tribunal’s intervention was
needed for providing relief to
the victims and to prevent simi-
lar incidents in the future. “We
constitute a fact-finding com-
mittee comprising principal
secretary (environment),
Chhattisgarh, as chairman and
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), Chhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board (CECB), district magis-
trate and senior superintendent
of police (SSP), Bastar, as
members,” the bench said. The
committee has been directed to
meet within two weeks, under-
take a visit to the site, interact
with the stakeholders and
ascertain the cause and persons
responsible, the bench said.

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Wednesday
reviewed the security situ-
ation and development is-
sues in Jammu and
Kashmir, where four heav-
ily-armed terrorists who
had come from Pakistan
were killed early this
morning, officials said.

In the pre-scheduled
meeting, the home minis-
ter reviewed the prevail-
ing security situation in
the Union Territory and
steps taken to deal with
the Pakistan-backed ter-
rorists and maintain
peace.

The development pro-
grammes being carried
out in the UT were also
discussed threadbare at
the meeting, an official
said. The meeting was at-
tended by Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir Manoj Sinha,
senior officials of the min-
istry, paramilitary forces,
the Jammu and Kashmir
administration and police.
There have been sporadic

incidents of violence in
Jammu and Kashmir in
recent months that in-
clude attacks on innocent
civilians and security per-
sonnel, and infiltration
bids from across the bor-
der, officials said.

The four heavily-armed
terrorists, who were killed
in a “chance encounter” in
Jammu early Wednesday,
came from Pakistan, po-
lice said. Early this month,
there were reports that
members of the Kashmiri
Pandit community work-

ing in the Valley were in a
state of panic after a ter-
rorist group released a
“hit list” of 56 employees
from among them.

A blog linked to The
Resistance Front (TRF), an
offshoot of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba, published the list of
56 Kashmiri Pandit em-
ployees who were recruit-
ed under the Prime
Minister’s Rehabilitation
Package (PMRP), and
warned of mounting at-
tacks on them.

In the aftermath of tar-
geted killings by terror-
ists, several Kashmiri
Pandits employed in the
Valley under the PMRP
have shifted to Jammu and
are on a protest for over
200 days demanding relo-
cation of the rest of them.

The government had in-
formed Parliament that as
many as 118 civilians, in-
cluding five Kashmiri
Pandits and 16 other
Hindus and Sikhs, were
killed in Jammu and
Kashmir since the abroga-
tion of Article 370 in 2019
till July 2022.

Jammu, Dec 28 (PTI):
Four heavily-armed ter-
rorists, travelling in a
truck to Kashmir after in-
filtrating from Pakistan,
were killed in a “chance
encounter” with security
forces here on Wednesday,
a police officer said,
terming it a “major suc-
cess” ahead of Republic
Day. The truck driver, how-
ever, escaped from the
scene and efforts are on to
nab him, Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP), Jammu zone,
Mukesh Singh said.

He said the gunfight
took place around 7.30 am
amid dense fog near Tawi
Bridge in the Sidhra by-
pass area along the
Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway. “Bodies of four
terrorists have been recov-
ered from the truck. Seven
AK assault rifles, one M4
rifle, three pistols and a

large quantity of ammuni-
tion were also seized from
their possession,” Singh,
flanked by General Officer
Commanding of Army’s
Tiger Division, Maj Gen
Gaurav Gautam, told re-
porters at the scene of the
gunfight. He said the inter-
ception of the terrorists
was the result of “high
alert” of security agencies
following the recent recov-
ery of arms from a truck
in Narwal bypass area of
Jammu. “All the material
recovered from the posses-
sion of the (slain) terror-
ists is being scrutinised
and analysed. We are not
aware of the group...
whether they came from
across the border or not, is
a matter of investigation.
The only thing we can tell
right now is that the truck
was going from Jammu to-
wards Srinagar side,” the
ADGP said.

PM’s mother Hiraben

admitted to hospital,

condition stable

Ahmedabad, Dec 28 (PTI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s mother Hiraben
(99) was on Wednesday ad-
mitted to a super-specialty
hospital here due to some
health issues, and her con-
dition is stable, hospital
authorities said.

Modi visited the hospi-
tal in the afternoon to
meet his ailing mother.

Hiraben, also called
Hiraba, was admitted to U
N Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre, a government-
funded autonomous hospi-
tal situated in the campus
of the civil hospital, in the
morning.

“Prime Minister’s moth-
er is admitted to U N
Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre, Ahmedabad, and
her condition is stable”
said the hospital in a state-
ment. “She has been ad-
mitted to the hospital for a
check-up.

PRECUATIONARY MEASURE

Govt to make -ve RT-PCR must for fliers
Arriving from China, 5 other places 

2 Int’l passengers
test Covid +ive 

at Mumbai airport
Two international passen-
gers were found to be COVID
positive in random sampling
at Mumbai International air-
port on Wednesday. Both
the samples have been sent
for genome sequencing,
said Maharashtra health
department. More details
are awaited.

2 more returnees test
positive in Chennai

Two more passengers, who
returned from Dubai and
Cambodia, tested positive for
COVID-19 at the airport here
on Wednesday, taking the total
number of returnees testing
for the virus so far in Tamil
Nadu to four. Confirming that
the two passengers had tested
positive for the virus, State
Health Minister Ma
Subramanian said.

22-yr-old social media content
creator commits suicide

Leena Nagwanshi

About the incident
Leena Nagwanshi was on
Tuesday found hanging from
a pipe with a scarf on the ter-
race of her house here under
Chakradhar Nagar police sta-
tion limits. She had identified
herself on her Facebook han-
dle as a YouTuber. She used
to post her reels on Instagram
and had 11,000 followers. 

SII to provide 2 crore Covishield
doses to central govt 

 Free of cost

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION CASE

CBI gives clean chit to Oommen Chandy 
NGT forms 

fact-finding committee 
 On Bastar white

clay mine collapse

HM Shah reviews security situation in JK

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah with Jammu
and Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha

holds a high-level 
meeting on Jammu and
Kashmir, in New Delhi,

Wednesday. 

CHANCE ENCOUNTER

Four heavily-armed
terrorists killed 

Annual Sports Day held at Khalsa Public School
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2288::  Annual Sports
Day was organised recently
at Khalsa Public Higher
Secondary School. School
Management Committee
President Sardar Rajinder
Pal Singh Bhatia was the
chief guest while Vice
President Sardar Tarsem
Singh Dhillon presided over.
The programme began with
an attractive march past. 

The guests threw light on
the importance of sports in
student life. The audiences
applauded various cultural
presentations as well as the
Sikh Martial Arts Gatka.
After hoisting the sports flag,
pigeons were released as a
symbol of peace. 

The participating students
were administered a Sports
Oath. A presentation "Vande

Matram" based on the Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsava was
highly appreciated by all.

Principal Lakhvinder Kaur
Walia appreciated the teach-
ers who prepared the stu-
dents for various sporting
events. Jaideep Singh was
declared Best Sports Boy
while Pratistha Yadav was
declared Best Sports Girl. 

Indravati House emerged
winner while Mahanadi

House was the runner up.
The winning students of all
the sporting events were also
felicitated. School Managing
Committee Vice President
Sardar Kulveer Singh Saluja,
Secretary Sardar Harmeet
Singh Bhatia, Gurudwara
Committee President Sardar
Arvinder Singh Khurana,
Gulbir Singh Bhatia and
Sampooran Singh Saini were
specially present.

Chief Guest Sardar
Rajinder Pal Singh Bhatia
said that the sports events
have been organised at the
school for the last 42 years.
After getting encourage-
ment in the school, several
students earned name and
fame at national and interna-
tional level in the field of
sports. Vice Principal
Maninder Kaur proposed the
vote of thanks. 

Outsider contractors cause loss to BSP: HS Mishra
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2288:: Bhilai Shramik
Sabha (HMS) President and sen-
ior labour leader HS Mishra has
expressed concern over the
growing dominance of outside
companies and contractors in
Bhilai Steel Plant. He said that
the plant is suffering losses due
to the tendency of outsider com-
panies and contractors to take
up work in reverse auction and
leave it incomplete. At the same
time, negative impact is being
seen on the quality and stan-
dards of work. Therefore, it is
necessary that the plant man-
agement again follows the old
tradition of giving work to local
companies and contractors.

Mishra said that in the era of
competition, work is being given
to outside companies and con-
tractors in Bhilai Steel Plant.
Presently the companies and
contractors from Odisha, Bihar,

Jharkhand, Haryana, Andhra
Pradesh, Pune, Mumbai and
Kolkata are working at Bhilai
Steel Plant. Such companies and
contractors take work in reverse
auction at very low rates. But
most of the companies and con-
tractors are unable to conduct
the work and leave it midway.
They ignore the quality of work
and exploit the labourers.  He
said that earlier the tenders were

invited through sealed en-
velopes. In which work was given
to the lowest bidder and the offi-
cers kept an eye on the quality
standards of the work. But today
the officers are no longer con-
cerned with the quality of work.
In the recent past, big companies
and contractors from Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh used
to take work and complete it on
time. Even today there is no
dearth of such companies and
contractors in Chhattisgarh who
have the capacity to work in the
plant.  But the officials indicate
certain points and standards in
the reverse auction which
favours the outside company and
contractors, while the local com-
pany and contractor are not able
to meet those standards.  Mishra
said that the management of
Bhilai Steel Plant should make
arrangements to give work only
to the old local companies and
contractors and stop taking work

from outsiders. He further said
that the Deputy Chief Labor
Commissioner has issued a cir-
cular with instructions to follow
the rules and regulations. 

Only a few companies and
contractors follow this instruc-
tion. Most of the companies and
contractors openly violate
labour laws and other rules, due
to which the labourers are not
getting their basic rights and fa-
cilities. Mishra said that many
companies and contractors are
working in Bhilai Steel Plant who
hire five to ten subcontractors to
get their work done. These sub-
contractors even do not have
labour license, PF code and ESI.
He demanded from the Plant
Management to get the work
completed by the company,
agency or contractor to whom
the work is allotted. This will en-
sure quality of work and ex-
ploitation of employees will also
be reduced.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Story of
Pushplata Parkar from
Pathariya Doma is inspir-
ing for all the women en-
trepreneurs across the
state. Pushplata came all
the way from Pathariya
Doma to meet the Chief
Minister at the Bhent-
Mulaqat program at Bori
on Tuesday.

With sheer hard work,
resilience and a confident
demeanour, Pushplata
has earned nearly Rs 1.50
lakh this year by selling
washing powder in 15 vil-
lages on an e-rickshaw.

Around a year ago,
Pushplata attended the

training of making wash-
ing powder, organized by
the Panchayat
Department. She dedicat-
edly worked on creating a
quality product and a
trustworthy brand.

She took the product to

nearby villages, but there
she faced competition
with the existing national
brands. On being asked
why her product should
be used instead of the na-
tional brands available,
she confidently replied

that the quality of her
product speaks for itself,
use it and then believe.

Pushplata was selling a
quality product at a rea-
sonable price, and people
could see conviction in
her presentation. Soon

the demand took off. She
started supplying wash-
ing powder in 15 nearby
villages. Soon she bought
an e-rickshaw for trans-
port.

With support from her
husband, Pushplata aims

to gradually expand her
business. She said that be-
coming an entrepreneur
has given wings to her
hopes and dreams.

She was taught during
the training that good
products at reasonable
prices sell the best. So she
works day and night to
maintain the quality of
her product. Besides de-
veloping entrepreneurial
skills, Pushplata has also
picked up money manage-
ment skills.

Apart from her busi-
ness, she is investing in
her children's future as
well. Her daughter Khyati
is studying in Swami
Atmanand School Bori.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: With the
prayers of welfare of all,
auspicious life, bright fu-
ture, happiness, peace,
prosperity and building a
strong nation, the 151
Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna was performed
on Wednesday at Sector 7.

This mega religious
event is being organised
under the auspices of All
World Gayatri Parivar
Shantikunj Haridwar and
under the subtle protec-
tion of Pandit Shriram
Sharma Acharya and
Mata Bhagwati Devi
Sharma.

On the second day of
the 151 Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna, thousands of
devotees offered aahutis
to the Yajna Devta. At the
outset, the programme
began with welcoming
the representatives of
Shantikunj Haridwar,
who have arrived here to
conduct the Yajna.

SP Singh, VP Singh,
Rajkumar Singh, Dheeraj
Lal Tank, Jaikant Poddar,

Dr S Kumar, Rajmani
Dubey, Dr PL Sao, MP
Vijay Baghel, Ramshila
Sahu, Dr Dayaram Sahu,
Ramswaroop Sahu,
Girdhari Lal Sahu,
Prithvi Pal Sahu, Mohan
Umre, Jitendra Prasad,
Toofani Sharma, Kiran
Chaturvedi and Loknath
Sahu welcomed the
Pragya Putras including
Pandit Shyam Bihari
Dubey, Ramesh Tiwari,
Basant Yadav, Narayan
Raghuvanshi Manharan
Sahu, Parmeshwar Sahu,
Bhushan Chaudhary
Vikas, Vinod Netam,

Chandrabhan Maurya
and Gora Prasad.

MP Vijay Baghel with
his wife performed the re-
ligious rituals on the
main Yajna kund. He per-
formed Sarvatobhadra
Poojan, Navagraha
Poojan, Pitr Devta
Poojan, Mekhala,
Saptarishi Pujan, etc. A
large number of youth
and students performed
Yajna with devotion. On
the first day about 3000
people participated in the
Yajna.

Delivering the sermon,
Pt Shyam Bihari Dubey

said that most of the peo-
ple and families are sad,
shocked and upset.
Explaining the reason, he
said that today we are ig-
noring the Gods of the
earth and are insulting
them. He added that the
Gods on the earth are our
aged parents.

In the desire of happi-
ness, peace, prosperity,
promotion, car, bungalow,
children, etc, we go to
many Babas and religious
places but still our wishes
are not fulfilled. He ex-
plained that our God lives
in our house only and

serving the parents is the
best worship.

On December 29,
Governor Anasuiya Uikey,
Head of Akhil Vishwa
Gayatri Parivar
Shantikunj Haridwar
Shailbala Pandya, Dev
S a n s k r i t i
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya, Gayatri Parivar
Women Empowerment
Chief Shefali Pandya and
other dignitaries will de-
liver sermon in the
evening. The programme
for the day would conclude
with a grand Deep Yajna.

Sakshi Mudliar tops Indian
Engineering Services in

women’s category
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Sakshi
Mudliar, D/o VST Raman,
Maths Lecturer at BSP's
Senior Secondary School,
Sector 10 and Asha
Mudliar, Biology lecturer
at Government High
School Sector 7 has
brought laurels to the city
by topping the Indian
Engineering Services
exam 2022 at the National
level in the women's cate-
gory. Sakshi has secured
the 17th rank at National
level overall.

A passout of DPS, Bhilai,
Sakshi got 9.15 percentile
and did Civil Engineering
from NIT, Raipur. She is
currently employed as
Assistant Engineer in the
Chhattisgarh Public Health
Engineering Department.
Sakshi gave the IES pre-
lims in February 2022,
Mains in June 2022 and

Interview in November
2022. The IES results were
announced on December
23, 2022 and she was
thrilled to secure the top
position in the women's cat-
egory. "I want to serve our
country sincerely with
technical knowledge. She
shares that Metro man E
Sreedharan is her mentor,
who is himself an IES offi-
cer", she said.

Sakshi's elder sister

Richa Mudliar has done
her PhD from IIT Kanpur.
Thorough preparation of
the syllabus with standard
books along with repeated
practice will pave the way
for success for aspirants,
she said. Sakshi proudly
states that the environment
for studies is very good in
Bhilai with ample coaching
facilities and concerned
and aware parents. The
positive ambience in Bhilai
township is due to the pres-
ence of Bhilai Steel Plant,
she added.

"My selection in IES's
Defence Ministry will offer
me a dream job of my
choice", she said. Other av-
enues for IES aspirants in-
clude a position in CPWD,
Central Water Engineering
Service, Border Road
Organisation etc. Sakshi's
other interests include
reading Novels and making
personal Diary entries.

Employment opportunities created
with the ‘Gobar Paint unit’ in Litiya

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Cow dung
was the only material used
to smear homes in the
rural areas. People were
protected from contamina-
tion by living in highly
clean, bacteria-free houses
that were protected from
smeared cow dung.
Modern technology has
now produced inexpensive
Gobar paints that also
have a lengthy lifespan.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had given
directives to use Gobar
paint at the government
buildings. Union Minister
of Road Transport, Nitin
Gadkari, praised this deci-
sion. In the village Litiya,
Gobar paint production is
in progress.

Twelve hundred liters
of Gobar paint was pro-
duced here in the first
batch. Distemper, emul-
sion, etc are also being
produced here. The vil-

lagers are overjoyed with
this initiative. During the
bhent mulaqat pro-
gramme at Bori on
Tuesday, the Chief
Minister witnessed gobar
paint manufacturing and
spoke about its benefits.
Devki Verma of the vil-
lage gave thorough details.

The government build-

ing would be painted with
gobar paint, the Chief
Minister told the resi-
dents. C-mart will also sell
Gobar paint.

"With the products of
our land, we have a wide
range of options. We are
developing rural skills to
their greatest potential",
he said.

HERO Under-17 Youth Cup 
Football matches from today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 28: Football
lovers of Bhilai-Durg and
nearby areas are in for a
treat with the HERO
Under-17 Youth Cup 2022-
23 beginning on December
29, 2022 at Pant stadium.
Out of the 50 teams from
36 states that would be par-
ticipating in the presti-
gious HERO Under-17
Youth Cup 2022-23, five
teams representing
Chhattisgarh, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh would
play each other twice at
football ground in Pant
Stadium, Sector 1. Bhilai
has been chosen as one of
the 10 venues where the
matches would be played
because of its excellent
sports infrastructure.
Beginning 29th Dec 22 and

ending 6th Jan 2023, ten
matches would be held at
Pant Stadium Football
Ground on alternate days,
with two matches to be
played on each day.

The tournament match-
es in Bhilai that would be
played on Round Robin
League basis are being
sponsored by All India

Football Federation,
Chhattisgarh Football
Association and Bhilai
Steel Plant. Pant Stadium
was chosen as the venue
since the stadium is well-
equipped with all the nec-
essary facilities including
well-maintained football
ground, dressing room for
30 persons, rooms for

match officials and refer-
ees etc.

The four teams that
would play in Bhilai in-
clude the state school
champion team from R K
Mission, Narayanpur that
is representing
Chhattisgarh, Muthoot
Football Academy repre-
senting Kerala, Chennai
Football Club, Premier
Sporting Academy repre-
senting Bihar and
Diamond Rock Football
Academy representing
Madhya Pradesh.

The football teams of R
K Mission, Narayanpur
are sponsored by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant. R K
Mission with whom SAIL-
BSP has partnered in
many CSR activities in
Rowghat region of Bastar,
including jointly organis-
ing Khel Mela at

Narayanpur every year for
schoolchildren in the trib-
al belt, has been encourag-
ing tribal youth to take up
football. Besides sponsor-
ing the RK Mission foot-
ball teams, SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant extends finan-
cial support and provides
kits etc to the players.

While both the Under 17
and Under 14 teams of RK
Mission are the current
state school champions,
the Sr Men's Team from
RK Mission that had won
the Sr Men's State League,
Chhattisgarh last year,
would be playing in the
AIFF Championship next
year. By virtue of being
state champions, the
Under 17 and Under 14
teams of RK Mission
teams had participated in
the prestigious Subroto
Cup last year.
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Sakshi Mudliar

Thousands of devotees participate in Gayatri Mahayajna

Pushplata creates a unique brand of washing powder
Earns Rs 1.50 lakh this year by selling washing powder on e-rickshaw

Renuka Sahu
awarded PhD

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2288:: Pt
Ravishankar Shukla
University, Raipur award-
ed PhD to Renuka Sahu in
the field of Mathematics
for her thesis on the topic
"A study of McEliece
Cryptosystem Based on
Various Significant
Codes". 

She completed the the-
sis under the guidance of
Dr BP Tripathi at
Government NPG College
of Science, Raipur. She is
the daughter of BSP em-
ployee and Shri Ram

Janmotsava Samiti
District President Sewak
Ram Sahu and Taramati
Sahu.

Renuka Sahu

HS Mishra



FATE OF NEW POLES!

When it comes to promotion and campaigning, the political parties take all possible
leverage in encashing it and one such example is use of newly installed decorative
electricity poles covered with hoardings of a political leader on her maiden visit.

Supreme Court team lifts All India Advocates Cricket title
Raipur, Dec 28: Subhendu
Kaushik scored smashing
154 runs to help Supreme
Court team lift the 34th All
India Advocates Cricket
tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Unit here on
Wednesday.

Electing to bat first, the
Supreme Court scored mas-
sive 288 runs against the
Bombay High Court team in
the final match here.
Opener Subhendu Kaushik
scored maximum 154 runs
for the team whereas
Saurabh Ahuja too scored

37 runs for the team to put a
grand total.

In reply, the Bombay High
Court team managed to
score just 227 runs and lost

the match by 61 runs.
Aswhin claimed maximum
3 wickets for SC team.
Subhendu Kaushik was ad-
judged Man of the Match

for his magnificent 154 runs
in the final.

Cabinet Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat was the
chief guest of the conclud-
ing ceremony during which
the Chhattisgarh High
Court Judge Deepak
Tiwari, Chhattisgarh
Advocate Cricket Sangh
(CACS) President Faizal
Rizvi, Secretary Bhupinder
Jain and others were pres-
ent. In the Plate group final
match, Karnataka regis-
tered victory against
Gujarat by 6 wickets to
clinch the title.

Power consumers to pay additional
Rs 1.10 per unit as VCA

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::  In compliance
to the notified tariff principles
of Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Regulatory
Commissioner (CSECRC) and
as per provisions under arti-
cle-93 of the Act 2021, it is in
the third quarter of FY 2022-23
i:e Aug-Sept 2022, that the
Variable Cost Adjustment
(VCA) has been finalised. The
cost of the power purchased
by CSPDCL from Aug-Sept
2022, as compared to the rec-
ommended rate by CSERC,
there is net hike of Rs 549 cr
and it is due to this hike that a

hike of 49 Paisa is there in the
VCA from Dec 2022 to Jan
2023. Earlier it was 61 Paisa
per unit and now it has
become Rs. 1.10.

In a press release issued by
CSPDCL, it was informed that
VCA is calculated in every two
months time. For the power
purchase between Aug-Sept
2022, CSDPDCL has to make
higher payment of Rs 549 cr in
comparison to rate recom-
mended by CSERC. Out of this
major share of Rs 459 cr is that
of NTPC, whereas there is
shortage of Rs 26.51 cr in the
bill of CSPDCL in comparison
to the rates recommended by
CSERC. 

In the above period, the
power purchased from differ-
ent sources witnessed hike in
the cost of power compared to
CSERC’s rates and which is as
follows: Rs 459 cr to NTPC; Rs
5.74 cr to NTPC-SAIL power;

Rs 18.79 cr to CSPGL and Rs 92
to other plants (viz. bio-mass
solar, hydel, nuclear power
plants & others). In this way
the net VCA amount came to
Rs 549.01 cr.

So due to the power pur-
chase in the above rate, the
power consumers from all cat-
egories will be charged VCA of
Rs 1.10 per unit in the electric-
ity bills from January-Feb
2023. 

It is notable here that in
power production, mainly it is
coal and fuel which is used as
main fuel in power plant. The
cost of above two fuels keeps
varying as per market demand
and value. CSERC in order to
finalise the power tariff, calcu-
lates the VCA rate based upon
the fluctuating prices of fuel
and it was done on trimester
basis from May 2012 to Sept
2015. Afer this it is being done
on bi-monthly basis. In the

VCA charges, the benefits of
Half-rate Bijli Yojana will also
be provided.

So with hike in the fuel and
coal, in the coming two
months, the power consumers
of the state will have to pay
VCA at thee cost of Rs 1.10
per unit and under section 62
(4) of Electricity Act, there is
provision to take VCA.

CSPCL informed that out of
total expenditure to the power
distribution company, around
85% of the expenditure is on
power purchase and which
keeps in varying as per the
fluctuation or hike in the
prices of fuel/ source used in
power production. Prior to the
start of new FY, CSERC fixes
the new power tariff and with
hike in the fuel, CSPDCL
adjusted the additional finan-
cial burden with a particular
formula through VCA charge,
informs

IOCL & State’s Health Department sign MoU

Raipur, Dec 28: The GoI en-
terprise Indian Oil
Corporation Limited (IOCL)
would be providing assis-
tance to the state govern-
ment for eradication of
Tuberculosis (TB). For this
an MoU was signed between
the state government and
Union Health and Family
Welfare Ministry’s Central
TB Division and IOCL in the
presence of Union Health
Minister of State Dr
Mansukh Mandavia and
Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Hardeep Singh Puri in New
Delhi. The State’s TB Oficer
Dr Dharmendra Gahwai
was also present on the occa-
sion. It is under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)

of IOCL that 50 Tru-not ma-
chine and 5 portable digital
X-ray machines will be pro-
vided to Chhattisgarh and
IOCL will also take up the
maintenance expenditure
on these machines for three
years. It is notable here that
IOCL is providing assis-
tance under Union Health
and Family Welfare
Ministry’s Central TB
Division for running the
National TB Control
Programme. Under the
Intensified Tuberculosis
Elimination Project (ITEP),
IOCL will be providing as-
sistance to two States in the
Country for TB eradication
viz. Chhattsigarh and UP. In
this three years project,

IOCL will be working along
with the state governments
of both the state with objec-
tive to reduce number of TB
patients by 80%. Under this
project there is also target to
bring down the mortality
rate from TB by 90% by 2025.

As per the MoU signed be-
tween IOCL and Health
Department, IOCL will pro-
vide assistance to the State
Government till 2026 to iden-
tify TB patients at initial
stage of their disease; pro-
vide free of cost treatment
to TB patients and provide
necessary care and assis-
tance and on increasing the
rate of cent percent recov-
ery of TB patients from the
disease.

Congress govt misleading people
on reservation issue: Brijmohan

Raipur, Dec 28:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Legislator
Brijmohan Agrawal on
Wednesday said that the
Congress government has
spoiled the career of youth
on Reservation grounds.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Ekatma
Parishar, the senior BJP
leader said that govern-
ment has become career

killer government for
youth as it does not have
fund for providing employ-
ment opportunity to them.
He held the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel responsi-
ble for the present status of
Reservation for youth in
government jobs. He
added that neither the
state government had
brought an Ordinance on
Reservation nor had taken
stay from Supreme Court
on HC order which is an
example of misleading
people from every section
of society.

BJP Legislator said that

the Congress is adopting
the policy of divide and
rule among the various
section of society on the
Reservation issue. He also
claimed that resentment is
brewing among every sec-
tion of society after the
Congress government had
brought Legislation of
76% in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

Agrawal also urged the
state government to make
the data of Quarantable
Commission public and
termed the entire act to be
politically motivated to
gain mileage.

Rajbhavan cites shortcomings in
the ten-point reply of state govt.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::  A letter has
come forward amidst the
ongoing tug-of-war between
the ruling party in the state
and Governor on the reserva-
tion issue. In the letter getting
viral, there is mention about
the reply submitted by the
state government and com-
ments on the Governor and
the Rajbhavan’s legal advisor.
In this four-page letter, there
is also mention about the
rights of the Governor.

Actually over the last three
days the amendment bill on
the reservation percentage to
STs, OBCs and EWS passed in
the Vidhan Sabha and now
pending with the Governor for
final signature has heated up
the political atmosphere, with
both the government in power
and Governor trying to prove
themselves correct and gar-
ner on the credit of being
more favourable and sympa-
thizer towards weaker sec-
tions of the society.

CM Baghel has targetted

the legal advisor of the
Rajbhavan questioning as to
how come an advisor be
above the legislature for the
bill passed. It is learnt that
this letter has come forward
after this statement by CM. In
the letter it has been men-
tioned that the Legal Advisor
of Rajbhavan is a district-
judge appointed by High
Court and belongs to judicial
services. It has also being
mentioned that passing any
type of comment against the
Legal Advisor or officer of
Rajbhavan is not appropriate.

Further in context of the
replies submitted to ten-point
questions raised Rajbhavan
also has been cited with many
shortcomings in each. In the
reply by the state government
it was mentioned that the
Rajbhavan has been provided
with the Quantifiable Data,
but in reality, Rajbhavan
claims that it has not being
provided. Apart from this
anomalies have been pointed
out in all the ten-point reply
submitted by the state gov-
ernment and Rajbhavan has
sought further clarification
upon the same, so as to
decide upon the reservation
bill issue at the earliest.

Bhagat, Trivedi promoted as
Additional Director Industries

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 28: Two sen-
ior officers of
Directorate of Industries
have been promoted as
Additional Director.

As per the order issued
here, the Joint Director
Santosh Bhagat has been
promoted as Additional
Director with the fresh
posting at Directorate
Industries whereas Chief
General Manager CSIDC
Alok Kumar Trivedi has
been also promoted as
Additional Director
State Investment
Promotion Board and
has been given addition-
al responsibility of
Officer on Special Duty
at the Department of
Commerce & Industries
in Mantralaya.

Similarly, a fresh post-

ing order of CSIDC
General Manager Suresh
Koshi and Deputy
Director Industries
Devsharan Singh
Dhruva would be issued
separately.

Meanwhile, Santosh
Kumar Singh posted as
General Manager at
District Trade Centre
Gariabandh has been
posted as Joint Director
Industries.

BJP, Governor making
all sorts of excuses not
to sign on the bill: CM

Raipur, Dec 28: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
came down heavily
against the BJP leader on
the reservation issue and
said that they have still not
received the signed bill
from Rajbhavan so far. CM
said that Arvind Netam
too has commented on it
saying that it should be
put in the 9th Schedule. On
this CM questioned that
both Netam and BJP
should informed whether
OBC should get reserva-
tion or not?

Speaking to section of
media persons prior to
leaving for ongoing
‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme in Bemetara at
the helipad, CM Baghel
said that both the BJP and
Governor should confirm

whether SCs, STs, OBCs
and EWS should get reser-
vation or not. CM target-
ing BJP questioned as to
when they (BJP) will ask
Governor to sign on the
reservation bill and also
questioned as to how they
(BJP) is having its two
mouthpiece?

CM Baghel charged that
Governor is not signing
because of coming under
BJP’s pressure. The people
from Tribal community
went to Rajbhavan, but
she did not meet them. CM
said that at one place
where the Governor
claims herself as sensitive
to tribals and their issues,

then at least she could
have met them in
Rajbhavan. The state gov-
ernment has submitted its
reply  to the Governor on
the ten-points she has
sought clarification and as
such she will not be satis-
fied with the reply submit-
ted. Knowing for sure that
they will meet with lot of
criticism, CM Baghel said
that therefore they (BJP)
and Governor are making
all sorts of excuses not to
sign upon the bill.

CM charged that the
BJP leaders do not want
favour and welfare of peo-
ple of the state and in last
15 years we have seen that
and instead of fighting di-
rectly, they are retaliating
in such a manner. CM said
that all the public sector
units have been closed
down by the BJP and 35
trains have been cancelled
and only one is now run-
ning.
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Even after submission
of reply by the state
government

Fresh posting

orders issued

MLA alleged that
career of youth
spoiled on the issue

To assist state for
TB eradication 

IOCL to provide 50
Tru-Not and 5 digi-
tal X-Ray machines
to state govt

For electricity bills
from Jan-Feb 2023

Imposed due to hike in
coal and fuel prices
used increasing cost
of power generation

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2022

Baghel calls the persons
showing black balloons,

heard their problems

Bemetara, Dec 28: In the
Bhent-Mulaquat an inci-
dent took  place and it has
become talk of the town
among the common men.
It is said that as & when
there is any type of protest
before CM’s arrival the
protestors are immediate-
ly caught by the police and
action is taken. But in the
ongoing Bhent-Mulaquat
campaign in Bemetara
Vidhan Sabha today, the
people who opposed Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
in village Raka- Kathia
were shocked to get the
love and respect instead of
punishment.

The incident was such
that when the Chief
Minister was taking feed-
back of government
schemes during this pro-
gramme, a protestor was
being held outside the pro-
gram venue showing black
balloons. When the Chief
Minister came to know
about this, he was called
him to the venue and

asked him about his prob-
lem. Deepika Sahu told
that she has got high elec-
tricity bill due to which
she is facing problems and
she is not getting the bene-
fit of half electricity bill
scheme. On this, the Chief
Minister immediately
asked for her electricity
bill at the venue itself and
instructed the officials to
investigate and the investi-
gation was also done im-
mediately.

In the investigation, it
was found that those who
were showing black bal-
loons did not have electric-
ity connections in their
name but in the name of
someone else. At the same
time, she had not paid the
electricity bill for almost 2
years. Due to non-payment
of electricity bill, the old
amount was added to the
current bill and given to
the concerned. Along with
this, the benefit of half
electricity scheme is not
available for single elec-
tricity bill connection and
non-payment of continu-
ous bill. After listening to
the Chief Minister, the ap-
plicants went back pretty
satisfied.

Farmers thanked CM, Food
Minister, Collector 

Mungeli, Dec 28: A dele-
gation of farmers of
Chhaparwa, a remote vil-
lage located in the
Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve area of Lormi de-
velopment block thanked
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Food Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat, and
District Collector Rahul
Dev for the opening of the
new paddy procurement
center (PPC) in their vil-
lage. The delegation
reached the district
Collectorate on Tuesday
and handed over a thank-
you letter along with a
flower bouquet to the dis-
trict collector.

Collector congratulated

the farmers saying that
with the opening of paddy
procurement center, farm-
ers will no longer have to
travel long distances to
sell their paddy. Now the
paddy of the farmers will
be sold in their village it-
self.

It is worth mentioning
that according to the di-
rection of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the state

government has given ap-
proval for a new paddy
procurement center in
Chhaparwa village keep-
ing in view the conven-
ience of the farmers of
this remote forest area of
Mungeli district. This will
facilitate the farmers of
Chhaparwa and sur-
rounding areas to sell
paddy at the support
price.

Members of BMCBA held
courtesy meeting with CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 28: The mem-
bers of the Buddhist
Minority Constitutional
Bikhhu Association
(BMCBA), headed by the
President of the association
Bhadant Harshbodhi
Mahasthveer, paid a cour-
tesy visit to the Chief
Minister today at the latter’s
official residence. They hon-
ored the Chief Minister by
presenting him with a
shawl and floral bouquet
and invited him to the three-
day Sanghyan Sankalp

Parishad organized in
Dishabhoomi Nagpur on
Jan 26, 27, and 28. The Chief
Minister thanked the mem-
bers of the association for
the invitation. On this occa-

sion, the members of the as-
sociation, including
Prashant Ilamkar, Sanjay
Gajghate, Baleshwar
Chaure, and Bimbisar were
also present.

‘Gayatri Pariwar’ secures a place in
Golden Book of World Records

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::  ‘Gayatri
Pariwar’ of Bemetara district,
under the leadership of the
Central President of
Chhattisgarh Manwa Kurmi
Samaj, Chowaram Verma, paid
courtesy call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his resi-
dence office today. They told
Chief Minister Baghel about
the Golden Book of World
Records award they have
received for organizing the
grand Garbh Sanskar
Mahotsav, and presented him

the award. Chief Minister
Baghel congratulated the
members Gayatri Parivar for
this achievement. Mr. Durga
Prasad Tikriha, Toran Nayak,
Top Singh Tikriha and Khemlal
Verma were present on this
occasion.

It is noteworthy that on
January 3, a district-level
Garbh Sanskar Mahotsav pro-
gram was organized by the
Gayatri Pariwar in village
Silghat (Bhimbhauri) of Berla
development block of

Bemetara district. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel had
graced this programme as the
Chief Guest. In this program
organized under the aegis of
Akhil Vishwa Gayatri Parivar
Shantikunj Haridwar,
‘Punsavan Sanskar’ of 536
pregnant women was per-
formed. For organizing this
grand event of Garbh Sanskar
Mahotsav, Akhil Vishwa
Gayatri Parivar has secured a
place in the Golden Book of
World Records.

Governor approved the proposal
for the release of prisoners 

Raipur, Dec 28: ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’ is being
celebrated across the coun-
try to commemorate 75
years of India’s independ-
ence. A Series of pro-
grammes are being organ-
ized as a part of the cele-
brations. In this sequence,
under a special initiative,
the Central Government
has proposed to give spe-
cial remission to certain
categories of prisoners and
to release them on 26

January 2023 and 15
August 2023.

Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey has ap-
proved the proposal to re-
lease 42 convicted prison-
ers of the state on the occa-
sion of Republic Day,
January 26, 2023, in compli-
ance with the decision of
the government. The pris-
oners to be released in-
clude two women prison-
ers who are above 50 years
of age and have served 50
per cent of their total
prison sentence. According
to Article 161 in The
Constitution Of India, the

Governor has the power to
grant pardons, etc, and to
suspend, remit or com-
mute sentences in certain
cases. Meanwhile, the pur-
pose of releasing prisoners
on special remission on the
occasion of ‘Azadi Amrit
Mahotsav’ is to ensure dis-
cipline and good conduct
in the jail and to provide an
opportunity for the possi-
bility of early release from
jail as an incentive. This
will surely help prevent re-
cidivism and encourage
the ex-offenders to become
responsible citizens of the
country.

Govt’s schemes formulated for the
welfare of every section: CM

Bemetara, Dec 28:
Addressing the gathering
during Bhent-Mulaqat in
Bemetara assembly con-
stituency in village-Kathia
(Ranka) Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the state government has
formulated schemes for
the welfare of every sec-
tion.

He said that a plan has
also been chalked out for
the protection of the cows.
The core objective of the
government is to bring
positive changes in the
lives of farmers and tribal
people. In keeping with
this spirit, schemes are
being formulated, he
added.

Further CM said that the
universal PDS scheme has
been started for providing
food security to people of
the state belonging to
every section. Our first
task was farm loan waiver,
in which loans of 19 lakh
farmers were waived off.

CM Baghel said that his
government is farmer-
friendly. We have launched
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana for the welfare of
farmers, its fourth install-
ment will be distributed on
March 31 next year.

Chief Minister said that
the aim of his government
is to boost the income of

the common man. People
are getting benefitted from
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana.

He said that his govern-
ment is giving the highest

price for paddy to the
farmers. The promise was
Rs 2500 per quintal but we
are giving Rs 2640 and 2660
per quintal to the farmers.
We have made paddy pro-
curement easy for the con-

venience of the farmers.
An online token facility
has been started. Attention
is being paid to works
being done in the interest
of all sections.

DCC celebrates 138th Foundation Day of INC

KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  DDeecc  2288:: Sukma
district president Maheshwari
Baghel hoisted the flag and
explained the purpose of the
Congress party. Sukma
Municipal President Raju Sahu
said that the Congress Party was
founded on this day, December
28, 1885 by British officers AO
Hume, Dadabhai Nairoji and
Dinshaw Wacha in the presence
of 72 delegates at Gokuldas
Tejpal Sanskrit College in
Bombay. We are celebrating the
138th foundation day of the
Indian National Congress Party,
which sacrificed thousands of
lives for the freedom of the coun-
try and laid the foundation for
the country’s innovation. He took
everyone along and went on. To
keep Indian democracy strong,
Nehru made 5 out of 14 ministers
from non-Congress parties in his
first cabinet. The principle of tak-
ing everyone along is visible in
this decision. When the UPA gov-
ernment was formed during the
presidency of Sonia Gandhi, then
things like RTI, RTE, Food
Security Act, MNREGA, forest

rights or land acquisition law
came.  Congress has left the
mark of its ideology on the peo-
ple and the country.

Independent India moved for-
ward because the Congress
showed the courage to break the
chains of thousands of years
from the poor, downtrodden,
downtrodden communities. Took
a firm resolve to take freedom to
every citizen and tried sincerely
to move forward in that direc-
tion. Leaders like Jawaharlal
Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Maulana Azad, Subhash
Chandra Bose, Kamaraj came
forward under the leadership of
Gandhi.  

The names of women leaders
like Sarojini Naidu, Aruna Asaf
Ali, Rajkumar Amrit Kaur
reached every household and
strengthened the Congress.
Shahu further said that around
the time of India’s independence,
many other countries had also
become independent. But in
many countries dictatorship took
over the reins of power. India not
only became a successful and

strong democracy, but in a few
decades we became a super
power in the field of economic,
nuclear, missile and strategic.
India has joined the top countries
of the world in agriculture, edu-
cation, medical, IT, and service
sectors. Targeting the Modi gov-
ernment, he said that the basic
spirit of India is constantly being
attacked.  The negativity in the
form of hatred is being spread
across the country. People are
suffering from inflation, unem-
ployment, but the Central gov-
ernment is not concerned about
it, he alleged.  

DCC (urban) President Sheikh
Sajar, District General Secretary
Sheikh Ghulam Murtaza, Seva Dal
District President Mukesh
Kashyap, Sukma BCC President
Sunil Yadav, Urdu Board Member
Munawar Ali, DCC spokesperson
Mo Hussain, District Media
Incharge Dharmendra Singh
Chauhan, Sukma Jail
Commissioner Manoj Chaurasia
on the occasion.  , Sukma
Congress Business Cell District
President Rammu Rathi, Sukma
IT Cell District President Rinku
Das, City Congress Vice President
Mohan Thakur, Councilor
Ramsukh Yadav, Lalamma Pujari,
City Congress Secretary Arun
Mishra, City Congress Treasurer
Sunil Rathi, Seva Dal Media
Incharge Ajay Shrivas Ji Bachha
Kori, Kailash Sahu, Salman Khan
and hardworking workers of Seva
Dal, workers of District Congress,
workers of Youth Congress NSUI
were present.

Collector bans use of
non-standard ballast 

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Dec 28:
District Collector P.S.
Dhruv as part of quality
check is continuously visit-
ing various zones and
checking the thickness of
the layers of the roads
under construction, and the
quality of the material used
in it and the width of the
road, etc. with the expert
technical officers on the
spot.

In this connection, on
December 24, the Collector
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the road con-
struction work from
Gudbhela Nala to Singhat,
Duggi to Khadgawan and
Korba to Chirmiri in
Khadgawan development
block. During the inspec-
tion of Asphaltization work
of Gudbhela Nala to
Singhat, the Collector in-
spected the 19 mm road
being laid there and in-
structions were given to im-
mediately ban the use of
ballast in case of breakage
of some parts of the mix
ballast due to running of
the roller.

To check the quality of
ballast used in road con-

struction, the collector
reached the hot mix plant
located at Gram Panchayat
Manjholi and inspected the
bitumen ballast being pre-
pared there. The Collector
gave strict instructions to
the Public Works
Department officials not to
use this ballast in road con-
struction work and also re-
viewed the renovation of
Duggi to Khadgawan road
at a cost of Rs 95 lakh and
Korba to Chirmiri road
under construction at a cost
of Rs 95 lakh.

He instructed the officers

present on the spot to pay
special attention to the
quality of construction
work and to complete the
construction of Duggi to
Khadgawan road expedi-
tiously. It may be noted that
in Manendragarh-
Chirmiri-Bharatpur dis-
trict, construction and re-
pair work of many rural
roads is being done at a cost
of about Rs 60 crore,
Janakpur bypass road is
being constructed at a cost
of Rs 3 crore 35 lakh 78
thousand, this bypass is of
1.50 kilometer length.

Shows sensitivity
towards those 
opposing the CM

For the opening of new
PPC in Chhaparwa

During Bhent-Mulaqat:
Bemetara assembly
constituency, 
Village-Kathia (Ranka) Community hall will be

constructed in village
Ranka-Kathia.

Higher secondary school
building will be con-
structed in village
Ranka-Kathia.

Administrative approval
will be given to Chana
Gheghri Ghat.

Gram Panchayat Kusmi
will be made Nagar
Panchayat.

Swami Atmanand
English medium school
will be started in Kusmi.

Jewra-Arjuni-Boriya road
will be upgraded and
renovated and adminis-
trative approval will be
given for road widening.

Announcement made for
opening of SAGEMS in
Ranka Kathia.

Announcements
made by CM

Raipur, Dec 28: 138th
foundation day of
Congress was observed
by PCC by hoisting the
party flag by PCC Chief
Mohan Markam and dis-
tributing sweets among
the members, said

Adivasi Congress district
president  Bhavani
Markam. The prominent
among those present
were Girish Dewangan,
Ramawatar Agrawal,
Girsih Dubey, Arun
Janghel and others.

KKaatthhiiaa:: Farmer Khedu Ram f
Kathia said to the Chief
Minister that he owns a land
plot of 25 acres. He has
earned profits from selling
paddy. He also said that he
is waiting for the fourth
installment of the Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay Yojana.
Khedu said that he is
engaged in organic farming,
and he manufactures organ-

ic fertilizer at his home’s
Badi. He dreams of selling
the organic crops abroad

Farmer Khedu Ram says he earned
profits from selling paddy

Derha Ram heaped
praise for govt’s

schemes for farmers
Kathia:  Farmer Derha Ram,
a resident of village
Chetwa heaped praise on
all the schemes started by
the state for the welfare of
farmers. ‘I own 2.50 acres
of land and the loan taken
for it has been waived off’,
he added.

Shesh Kumari purchased anklet selling cow-dung
KKaatthhiiaa::  Shesh Kumari Dewangan is a resident
of village Rampur. She bought the anklet by
selling cow dung worth Rs 37,000. Smt. Shesh
Kumari described the scheme as excellent
saying that now the value of cow dung has
increased.

Santoshi Purena getting all ration on time
KKaatthhiiaa:: Santoshi Purena said that she has
received her ration card and she is get-
ting essentials food items like rice, salt,
and sugar each month on time. She told
the Chief Minister kerosene and gas
cylinder are very expensive, and request-
ed that their prices should decrease. The Chief Minister
informed her that the Central Government decides the prices
of these items.

On occasion of R-Day
2023

In District-level Garbh
Sanskar Mahotsav
organized by Gayatri
Pariwar

Members of Gayatri
family presented the
CM with the award

Association invited him
for a three-day
Sanghyan Sankalp
Parishad

Adivasi Congress observes
Cong foundation day

 In road construction



Collector express annoyance over
delay in cow-dung purchase

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Dec 28: Collector
Sukma Harris S conducted
review of government pres-
tigious and important and
top priority schemes in the
district. In the meeting held
at the meeting hall of the
Collectorate, Collector di-
rected to ensure purchase
of cow-dung from all the
'Gauthans'.

Expressing annoyance
over no purchase of cow-
dung from few 'Gauthans',
Collector has sought clarifi-
cation from Janpad CEO of
three block headquarters.
In the 'Gauthans' he has
asked to collect more
'pairadaan' compared to
that of last year. Collector
in the meeting directed to

start 'Dhanwantari' yojana
in Dornapal in January
2023. He also held talks on
progress in e-KYC for
Pradhamantri Kissan
Samman Nidhi yojana.
Further he reviewed about
the applications received in
the revenue camps held in
village-level and directed to
complete the cases related
to non-controversial divi-
sion of property, mutation,
'kisan-kitab', issuing of
caste certificates; and other
cases soon. In the coming
days, the works related to
revenue, food, social wel-
fare department and others
for common men should be
sorted out after receiving
application letters.
Collector also held discus-
sions on the condition of

paddy purchase on MSP
from Paddy Procurement
centre for Khariff
Marketing year 2022-23. He
also took information about
storage of ration in the Fair
Price Shops.

In view of increasing
number of Corona cases, he
directed to keep update all
preparations for handling it
in the health department.
He asked to ensure corona
tests, availability of testing
kits, Oxygen cylinders and
about isolation centres. He
also reviewed about the
Malaria-free Chhattisgarh
campaign and also re-
viewed about 'Devgudi
sheds' construction,
Anganbadi bhavan, PDS
Bhavan and other construc-
tion works under PWD.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Dec 28: The
birth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee was ob-
served as Good
Governance day by BJP
Kharora Zone-3 Mandal in
Gram Mohrenga here on
Monday. Along with this
the farmers were impart-
ed training by BJP District
Raipur Gramin Kissan
Morcha.

In this discussions were
held on strengthening the
organisation and to pro-
mote about the rich Indian
Culture and heritage.
Discussions were also held
about the wrong policies of
the state government and
its solution.

During this the BJP
leaders said that now time
has come for a change and
appealed all the party
workers to get ready for
victory in the next year VS
polls and take necessary

steps. On this occasion,
Mahesh Rasel of Gram
Madhi joined BJP fold
from Congress in front of
all.

Among the prominent
speakers on the occasion

were State Kissan V-P and
spokesman Gourishankar
Vaas, Omprakash
Chandravanshi state secy.
Kissan Morcha, Dr Gulab
Singh Tikriha State work-
ing committee member
and railway board mem-
ber; District President
Kissan Morcha Anil
Nayak, Mandal Gen.

Secy. Ghanshyam
Chandrakar, District
Kissan Morcha V-P Bablu
Sharma, District
Treasurer- Rajkumar
Thakur, Surendra Verma
district gen.secy.,
Shatruhan Sahu, Mandal
President Kissan Morcha,
Maruti Nandan Verma
District Secy. Kissan
Morcha and other office
bearers were present.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, Dec 28: A
village and cluster level
sports competition was
held under the guidance of
District Youth Officer
Devesh Singh in Gram
Gungeli under the aegis of
Nehru Yuwa Kendra
Rajnandgaon and Swamy
Vivekanand Yuwa Mandal
here on Monday.

In the sports competi-
tions held under leader-
ship of Dhananjay Sahu,
tug-of-war; Kabaddi for
men & women; 100 mts
race; musical chair; Shot-
put throw was organised.
In this sports players from
different villages and re-

gions of Dongargaon block
were present. Sports com-
petition began in the pres-
ence of Gram Patel, Sachiv
and office bearers of
Swamy Vivekanand Yuwa
Mandal and welcome of all
the guests.

The inaugural match
was played with 'Kabaddi'
competition between girl's
team of Gram Badgaon
and Gungeri and during
this Janpad member

Mahendra Yadav, Narmada
Kanwar, Vibha Sahu were
present and they all hailed
this programme.

In the 100 mts race,
L u k e s h w a r d a s
Pendarwani came first; in
Musical Chair-
Khileshwari came first; in
the Shot-put throw-
Chandrashekhar of Gram
Maneri came first; in the
tug-of-war competition,
Gram Pairi residents

came first; in the men &
women's Kabaddi- resi-
dent of Gram Gunderi-
Navagaon came first.

All the winners of the
sports were presented with
prizes and mementoes and
citation certificate by
Nehru Yuwa Kendra
Rajnandgaon. As referees
in the competition- Lalit
Netam, Jagendra
Chandravanshi rendered
their services.

Two railway staff receive
award for better safety work

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::    Continuous
efforts are being made   by the
Divisional Railway
Administration to ensure safe
and secure operation of trains .
Under this, several awareness
campaigns safety seminars,
special safety campaigns are
being regularly conducted by
the administration. 

Apart from this, Safety
Award is also being given to en-
courage the safety category
employees for doing alertness
at work place with vigilance
while on duty. In this series for
the identification of hot axles
during last week's work, and
averting possible accident and

playing an important role in
safe rail operation, Train
Manager Raigarh Kripa Ram
Tendulkar and Track
Maintainer Jaithari Vishwanath
Hembram were selected for
the Safety Award. On Monday
during the review meeting held
in the Divisional Railway
Manager's meeting room,
Divisional Railway Manager
Praveen Pander honored these

two employees by giving them
safety awards. 

Appreciating their com-
mendable vigilant work
Divisional Railway Manager
gave his, best wishes and asked
them to continue working with
the same enthusiasm. On this
occasion, Additional Divisional
Railway Manager Sham
Sunder, Debra and all branch
officers were present. 

Game zone for children at Bilaspur station
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 28: New
facilities are being daily
made available to the pas-
sengers by the railway ad-
ministration in a gradual
and phased manner in the
railway stations . Along
with this , modern facili-
ties of entertainment
which are available in big
shopping malls are also
being made available here.

Keeping this fact in
mind, under a special and
new experiment, the facil-
ity of arcade game-zone
has been made available
near Gate No. 01 of
Bilaspur station for the
entertainment of the chil-
dren traveling along with
the passengers. It was

duly inaugurated on
Wednesday at the hands of
Principal Chief
Commercial Manager N.
Sreekumar.

In this special gaming-
zone provided at Bilaspur
station, modern gaming
facilities is available

which are  favorite of chil-
dren and game zones of
big shopping malls are
also available. In this gam-
ing zone, apart from ham-
mer king, super bike, bas-
ketball, air hockey, moto
bike, alien shooting, there
will be an opportunity to

play many types of games,
which will give better en-
tertainment to the chil-
dren.

Platform ticket will not
be mandatory to enter the
game zone. The children
accompanying the passen-
gers while waiting for the
train will not only enjoy
this gaming zone, but oth-
ers will also enjoy playing
in this game zone.

Railway Administration
hopes that with the avail-
ability of this game zone,
the children coming to
Bilaspur station will be
better entertained. With
this meaningful initiative,
the passengers will also
not have to worry about
the entertainment of the
children.

KMC gives deadline of Jan 10

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 28: Municipal
Commissioner Korba
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) Prabhakar Pandey
has adopted firm attitude
against outstanding recov-
ery of revenue and on his
instructions, there are
about 100 such big default-

ers of KMC who are hav-
ing more than Rs 1 lakh as
an outstanding amount
and plans are to recover
the same.

Making public the
names of these 100 default-
ers, KMC has given them
the last chance to deposit
their outstanding amount
and if the entire amount is
not deposited in KMC by
Jan 10, then attachment of
their property will be
done.

It is under guidance of
Municipal Commissioner

KMC Prabhakar Pandey
that KMC is going to act
tough on defaulters of
property tax. KMC has
prepared list of such big
100 defaulters and made it
public.

Majority of big default-
ers have been issued 'ab-
hiyachan bill', demand no-
tice and warrants as per
rules and have been asked
to deposit their amount in
KMC by Jan 10, 2023, fail-
ing which their property
will be attached and other
legal action may be taken.

Meeting of Health deptt held in Gariyaband
Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 28: The
Corona testing room of
city's Community Health
Centre is locked out and
the nurse deployed for vac-
cination just keeps sitting
on the table and there are
no persons ready to get
vaccination done. At the
same time neither the pa-
tients or their family mem-
bers are wearing masks
who are visiting CHC.

It is notable here that
with threats of new vari-
ant of Corona looming
large in other countries
and with cases already
being detected in big cities
of India, including
Chhattisgarh, the pre-
paredness and mockdrill
for the preparations to
tackle Corona was held
here on Tuesday.

In this context a meeting
of the health department
was held in District head-
quarters in Gariyaband on
Tuesday and in this in-
structions were given to
strictly adhere to corona
guidelines and follow coro-
na appropriate behaviour
(CAB) at congested and
crowded public places.

It is notable here that for
last one years, the
denizens of state and city
are free from this corona
pandemic and with vacci-
nation target being
achieved cent percent in
some towns and city, peo-
ple are relaxed.

But during this long
break of non-corona peri-
od, people have literally
forgotten about wearing of
masks in public places or
using sanitizers frequently
while going out and main-

tianing social distancing.
On the other hand, test-

ing in the city's CHC has
completed come to a stand-
still and there is lockout in
the testing centre. Over the
last few days, a nurse is
seen sitting in the chair

with a table for vaccina-
tion and even after waiting
for hours she did not found
any persons coming for
vaccination or booster
dose.

But now the Health de-
partment has come on

alert and decided to ensure
its strict compliance. This
time the newly construct-
ed building of CHC in
Rajim has been made as
Corona centre and it has
got 10 beds in it. In this
centre with Oxygen facili-
ty, the patients with cough
and cough and other coro-
na symptoms would be
tested on compulsory
basis.

Block Medical Officer Dr
P Kudesia said that meet-
ing in this context was
held in district headquar-
ter's and it was directed to
ensure strict compliance of
corona guidelines and fol-
low CAB in public places.
It has been directed to
carry out testing on ran-
dom basis and those have
likely symptoms and due
emphasis will be put on
vaccination as well.
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p To 100 big defaulters
of KMC to clear their
outstanding tax
amount

To ensure regular checking and emphasis on vaccination

A nurse deployed for vaccination waiting for persons to
get vaccinated.

One additional AC-
3 coach facility 

In Bilaspur-Indore-Bilaspur
Narmada Express

Bilaspur, Dec 28: One
AC-3 coach facility is being
provided permanently in
train       number
18234/18233 Bilaspur-
Indore-Bilaspur Narmada
Express by the railway ad-
ministration to provide
better travel facilities and
confirmed berths to maxi-
mum number of passen-
gers . This facility will be
available in train number
18234 Bilaspur-Indore
Express from Bilaspur
from 05 January 2023 and
in train number 18233
Indore-Bilaspur Express
from Indore from 06
January 2023.

Sports competitions held among villagers
p In Gram Gungeri

Navagaon

Good Governance and training to farmers given
On occasion of birth anniversary of former PM Late Atal Bihari Vajpayee

From few Gauthans in three block hq’s
Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  2288::              Work
is being done at every level
by the Railway
Administration to ensure
the safe travel of the pas-
sengers. Along with this,
fire extinguishers have also
been made available at
stations and AC coaches
etc. of trains to prevent fire
in case of any emergency. 

In the same context to
make railway employees
efficient in using fire-fight-
ing equipment, training
campaigns are being con-
ducted from time to time
so that all employees can
use the fire-fighting equip-
ment available in the train.

In this series, a special
training campaign was
conducted by the Civil
Defense Inspector of the
Divisional Safety
Department by visiting
M u l t i - D e p a r t m e n t a l
Regional Training Institute
Bilaspur, Divisional Track
Training Center, Bilaspur,
Electric Loco Training
Center Uslapur, passenger
trains and various stations
of the division. 

During the training, the
Civil Defense Inspector
took a class and informed
the employees about safe-
ty standards and use of fire
extinguishers. 

Along with this, every-
one was also explained in
detail about the precau-
tions to be taken to pre-
vent accidents due to fire.
After this, every employee
was made to practice
using fire extinguisher one
by one. 

They were also told that if
you are not able to control
the fire, then they can call
helpline no 112 for assis-
tance. Along with this, train-
ing was also given on how to
give first aid to different
parts of the body through
triangular bandage.

Special training to railway
employees for using fire

extinguishers and first aid
Kotami/Gourela, Pendra, Marwahi, Dec 28: After serving in
the Indian military services, Krishna P andey has opted to render
public services and leaves no stone unturned to fight against the
public grievances and problems faced. Being strugglesome right
since childhood, Krishna Pandey is presently working as a jour-
nalist in IBN24 news and 'Dabang News Live'. The state President
RTI Sangh Anil Agrawal has appointed Krishna Pandey as District President GPM
and soon Pandey will be making appointments of blocks Presidents in GPM.

Of  RTI Sangh

Krishna Pandey appointed District President
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Criminal
I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Department (CID) of the
Odisha Police on
Wednesday stepped up
the probe into the death
of two Russian nationals
at a hotel in Rayagada, in-
terrogating their co-trav-
ellers and the tour guide,
officials said.

Pavel Antov (65), a
Russian MP and busi-
nessman, died after al-
legedly falling from the
hotel’s third floor on
December 24. Vladimir
Bidenov, his fellow trav-
eller, was also found dead
in his room on December
22.

A four-member group
of Russians, including
Antov and Bidenov and
their Delhi-based travel
guide Jitendra Singh,
had checked-in to the
hotel in Rayagada district
on December 21.

The two co-travellers,
Pansasenko Natalia (44)
and Turov Mikhail (64)
along with Singh are
being questioned, police
said.

The duo have been
asked not to leave the
state for the time being.

“The couple and the
guide were taken to the
crime branch office in
Bhubaneswar on
Tuesday and later to the
state police headquarters
on Wednesday, where
they are being questioned
on different issues like
why they chose Rayagada
as their destination,” a
senior police officer said.

Asked if they were de-
tained or arrested, he
said “it’s nothing of that
sort”.

“We have so far not
found any evidence indi-
cating irregularities. The
CID is probing into differ-
ent angles of the inci-
dent,” the officer added.

The CID has also sealed
both the hotel rooms
where Antov and
Bidenov (61) were stay-
ing.

The post-mortem re-
port of the Russian MP
indicates that he died of
internal injury after a
fall, while that of
Bidenov point to a heart
attack as the cause of
death, police said.

The last rites of the two
deceased have been com-
pleted with consent of
their family members
and the Russian
Embassy, they said.

Odisha DGP Sunil
Kumar Bansal had on
Tuesday ordered a CID
probe into the “unnatu-
ral” death of the two
Russian nationals.

Meanwhile, a local ad-
ministrative officer
claimed that the Russian
tourists had come to
Rayagada to witness the
tribal life in the region.

J’khand actress shot dead 

Howrah (WB), Dec 28 (PTI): 

An actress from
Jharkhand was shot
dead after she allegedly
thwarted a highway
robbery attempt in
West Bengal’s Howrah
district on Wednesday,
police said.

Riya Kumari, a
youtuber and actress
along with her hus-
band Prakash Kumar, a
film producer, and their
two-year-old daughter
were heading to
Kolkata via the
National Highway 16
by car, they said.
Kumar stopped near
Mahishrekha in
Bagnan police station
area around 6 am to re-
lieve himself. Soon, a
gang of three men at-
tacked him, trying to
rob his belongings.
When his wife rushed
to rescue the husband,
they shot her and fled
the spot immediately,
police said.

The men apparently
spoke to the couple in
Bengali, which they did
not understand. The

husband in conversa-
tions with journalists
did not rule out enimi-
ty but said he had no
idea why they could be
attacked and had as-
sumed the killers to be
tourists like him.

Kumar took his wife
to the vehicle and drove
about 3 km in search of
help. When he saw
some people along the
highway in Kulgachia-
Pirtala, he narrated the
incident to them.

Locals helped Kumar
take his wife to the SCC
Medical College and
Hospital in Uluberia
where doctors declared
her brought dead, po-
lice said.

Police said they were
investigating the inci-
dent and also question-
ing the husband.

“We have spoken to
the husband, and since
the daughter is too
young we may talk to
her later as we do not
want to cause her more
trouble. We will also
speak to the locals
whom the man ap-
proached for help,” a
police officer said.

Their car has been
seized for forensic ex-
amination, he said.

Tribal Ministry, Amazon launch
computer skills training prog

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Union Tribal
Affairs Ministry on
Wednesday launched a
two-day computational
skills training pro-
gramme for teachers of
Eklavya Model
Residential Schools
(EMRS) for tribal stu-
dents in collaboration
with Amazon.

The face-to-face train-
ing workshop for the
teachers of 54 EMRS of
six states — Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Rajasthan and
Telangana — focuses on
early access to comput-
er science education for
tribal and other commu-
nities.

Amazon Future
Engineer (AFE)-CSR
programme aims to de-
velop the interest of stu-
dents in exploring high-
er education and a fruit-
ful career in computer
science. It also provides
teachers with necessary

resources and support
to create awareness
about computer science
and facilitate its learn-
ing.

One of the objectives
is to launch the AFE
programme in the 54
schools in these six
states having access to
digital infrastructure
including a computer
lab and stable active in-
ternet connectivity.

Course modules will
include computer sci-
ence fundamentals, in-
troduction to coding,
logical sequencing,
learning loops, block
programming using
open secure source plat-
forms, class chat ses-
sions to discuss tech
space, different tech ini-
tiatives, etc.

As part of a central
sector scheme launched
in 1997-98, residential
schools have been built
in remote areas to pro-
vide quality education
to tribal students.

So far, the ministry
has sanctioned 684 such
schools, of which 378
are reported to be func-
tional.

TN CM accepts farmers plea

Chennai, Dec 28 (PTI): 

A full sugarcane will
be included in the Pongal
gift hamper, already an-
nounced to be distributed
to the family ration card-
holders for the ensuing
mid-January harvest fes-
tival, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M K Stalin said
on Wednesday.

Accepting the demand

of farmers, the Chief
Minister who chaired a
meeting with senior offi-
cials, directed the author-
ities to include one full
sugarcane in the Pongal
gift package. And the to-
kens for providing the
gift hampers will be dis-
tributed from January 3
to 8.

The four-day harvest
festival is celebrated
from January 14 com-
mencing with Bhogi. The
next three days are ob-
served as Pongal, Mattu
Pongal and Kaanum
Pongal.

The state government
had on December 22 an-
nounced the Pongal gift
bag containing 1 kg raw
rice and 1 kg sugar along
with Rs 1,000 cash to 2.19
crore family cardholders
and families living in Sri
Lankan Tamil refugee
camps ahead of the
Pongal festival 2023. The
move would cost the gov-
ernment about Rs
2,356.67 crore.

“Accepting the request
of the farmers, the Chief
Minister has issued or-
ders to include one full
sugarcane in the Pongal

gift package for all the
rice cardholders,” an offi-
cial release here said. He
would launch the distri-
bution of the gift ham-
pers on January 9.

The DMK govern-
ment’s announcement
without including the
sugarcane evoked a
strong protest from the
opposition parties such
as the AIADMK and BJP.
The farmers claimed that
they would incur a huge
loss if the government
did not procure sugar-
cane and distribute it to
the ration cardholders.

‘BJP to focus on Old Mysuru region for majority’ 

Belagavi (K’taka), Dec 28 (PTI): 

BJP National General
Secretary C T Ravi on
Wednesday said his party
will be giving a special
focus on the ‘Old Mysuru’
region in the runup to
20203 assembly polls in
Karnataka, as the party
has realised that without
winning the confidence of
people in the region, it
cannot get majority.

He said the BJP will go
before the people in the
Vokkaliga-dominated Old
Mysuru region where it is
perceived as weak, with
development and
Hindutva as the agenda.

His comments have
come in the wake of
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s scheduled
visit to the region’s
Mandya on December 30
and Devanahalli on
December 31. “Amit Shah,

like a good player, can give
a good performance on
any pitch. We are focusing
on the old Mysuru region.
We have realised from the
2008 and 2018 elections
that we cannot get a ma-
jority without winning
the confidence of people
in this region. So, while fo-
cusing on the entire state,
we will give special focus
on the Old Mysuru re-
gion,” Ravi said in re-
sponse to a question.

Speaking to reporters

here, he said, the BJP will
work towards winning
more seats in Mandya,
Mysuru, Hassan,
C h a m a r a j a n a g a r ,
Bengaluru rural, Kolar
and Chikkaballapur dis-
tricts.

The Vokkaliga dominat-
ed region is considered to
be the bastion of JD(S),
where Congress is also
strong.

Stating that the BJP will
go for election with a re-
port card on its perform-
ance, Ravi said, “Take PM-
KISAN, for example.
Hasn’t it reached farmers
of the Old Mysuru region
? Haven’t people of the re-
gion benefited from the
Bengaluru-Mysuru corri-
dor? Milk subsidy that
farmers get was started by
the BJP. Also, the Hassan
airport, which was former
PM H D Deve Gowda’s
dream, is being imple-
mented by the BJP. We
have so many such things
to tell people.”

Responding to a ques-
tion on reservation de-
mand by Vokkaligas to
hike their quota from 4 to
12 per cent, he said, “BJP
is committed to social jus-
tice, we will find a formula
where everyone gets jus-
tice.”

BJP has been making
consistent efforts to make
inroads into constituen-
cies or regions where it is
not strong, especially in
the old Mysuru region,
aimed at reaping political
dividends.

In the 2018 polls, the
BJP managed to win one
seat in Hassan; later in a
high-voltage 2019 bypolls,
it managed to win the K R
Pet seat, its first victory in
Mandya district, and also
won Chikkballapur, an-
other first.

Creating history of
sorts, the party bagged the
Sira assembly segment in
Tumakuru district for the
first time in November,
2020 by polls.

TN undertakes project to
conserve Nilgiri tahr

Chennai, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on Wednesday is-
sued orders to conserve
the Nilgiri tahr through a
project that is touted as the
first in the country.

The Rs 25.14-crore proj-
ect would be implemented
during a 5-year period
from 2022-2027, and follow
a strategy including syn-
chronised surveys to esti-
mate numbers of the tahrs
through radio telemetry
and radio-collaring,
among others, the govern-
ment said.

Locally known as
Varaiaadu, the tahr has
been an endangered
species and protected
under schedule-I of the
Wildlife (protection) Act of
India, 1972. The animal is
endemic to the Western
Ghats, which are interna-

tionally recognised as a re-
gion of immense global
importance due to its bio-
diversity.

As per a Worldwide
Fund for Nature Report
2015, there are 3,122 Tahrs
in the wild. The species
once inhabited a large por-
tion of Western Ghats, but
it is now restricted to a few
pockets. This was because
of habitat loss, biotic pres-
sure, invasive and exotic
species and adverse im-
pact of climate change.
The project - the Nilgiri
tahr - aims to restore its
original habitat and try to
re-introduce the species in
areas where they original-
ly lived, an official release
here said. The project
would have also a major
component to restore the
fragmented habitat.
Restoration of shola grass-
lands which is the major

habitat for the animal
would be taken up as a pri-
ority, the order said.

Further, every October
7, would be observed as the
Nilgiri Tahr Day coincid-
ing with the birth anniver-
sary of E R C Davidar who
pioneered the first study
on the animal in 1975 to en-
hance awareness on the
need for conserving the
animal, the order said.

It is proposed to re-intro-
duce development of tahr-
based eco tourism under
the leadership of a direc-
tor who would have an as-
sistant. There are several
references to the Nilgiri
tahr in the 2,000-year-old
Tamil Sangam literature.
Two of the five great epics
of the Sangam period,
Silappathikaram and
Sivaka Cintama?i include
descriptions of the tahr
and its habitat.

HC closes criminal case
against doctor 

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has closed criminal pro-
ceedings against a doctor
in a case of allegedly caus-
ing the death of her minor
patient by negligence, say-
ing there was no fruitful
purpose left in permitting
further prosecution in the
matter when the parties
have arrived at a settle-
ment.

Justice Jasmeet Singh,
while quashing the FIR on
a petition by the doctor,
noted that according to
the observation of the

Disciplinary Committee
of the Delhi Medical
Council, the petitioner
was guilty of “error of
judgment and not of negli-
gence” and has paid Rs 8.5
lakh to the father of the
deceased pursuant to a
compromise between
them.

“The court does not see
any fruitful purpose if
criminal proceedings are
permitted to be prosecut-
ed any further. It is a fit
case for quashing. In this
view of the matter, there
is no reason to continue
the proceedings,” said the
court in a recent order.

“FIR No. 365/2016 dated
11.08.2016, under Section
304-A (causing death by
negligence) IPC, regis-
tered at Police Station

Mianwali Nagar and pro-
ceedings emanating there-
from is hereby quashed,”
ordered the court.

The judge said the fa-
ther of the deceased has
decided to put a quietus to
the matter and quashing
the proceedings on ac-
count of the compromise
would bring about peace
and would secure ends of
justice.

According to the FIR
which was registered on a
complaint by the de-
ceased’s father, she was
about 16 years when she
passed away in April 2014
and the death allegedly oc-
curred on account of med-
ical negligence at the
hands of the petitioner
who was her treating doc-
tor.

PROTEST AGAINST PAK PM

Members of Shiv Sena Dogra Front stage a protest against Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, in Jammu, Wednesday. 

FOUNDATION DAY FUNCTION

Congress leaders V.D. Satheesan, Hibi Eden and others light lamps during the party’s 138th Foundation Day func-
tion, in Kochi, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Low visibility
 Guwahati: Flight

movement at the
Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International
Airport here have been
affected due to low visi-
bility, leading to over-
crowding of the passen-
ger terminal, officials
said on Wednesday. The
Adani Group-con-
trolled facility has is-
sued an advisory ask-
ing passengers to con-
tact their airlines to
check the departure
timings before arriving
at the airport, they
said.

Bust
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab police on
Wednesday claimed to
have busted a trans-bor-
der smuggling network
and arrested two men
after recovering 10 kg
heroin along with arms
and ammunition from
their possession. The
development comes
just three days after the
police had cracked
down on an elaborate
trans-border drug
smuggling cartel with
the arrest of its two
kingpins after recover-
ing 10 kg heroin and
one sophisticated drone
from them.

Extended
 Palghar: A court in

Maharashtra’s Palghar
district on Wednesday
extended the police cus-
tody of actor Sheezan
Khan, arrested in con-
nection with the al-
leged suicide of his co-
actor Tunisha Sharma,
by two days. Khan (27)
was arrested by the
Valiv police in the dis-
trict on Sunday for al-
legedly abetting
Sharma’s suicide.

Arrested 
 Hoshiarpur: A woman

has been arrested by
the Punjab police for al-
legedly throwing her
eight-year-old son into
a canal near Uchi Bassi
village in Punjab’s
Hoshiarpur district
after repeated quarrel
with her husband over
monetary issues, a sen-
ior official said on
Wednesday.

Temperatures 
 Jaipur: A marginal rise

of one or two degrees
Celsius in minimum
temperatures failed to
give any respite from the
bone-chilling cold in
parts of Rajasthan,
where Churu recorded
0.6 degree Celsius,
weather officials said on
Wednesday. Churu was
followed by Fatehpur in
Sikar which recorded a
low of 0.8 degree Celsius
on Tuesday night.

Proposal 
 Nagpur: The

Maharashtra govern-
ment has asked the
district administra-
tion to submit a pro-
posal to rename
Ahmednagar as
Punyashlok
Ahilyadevi Nagar’, it
told the Legislative
Council here on
Wednesday.

Union Minister for
Information &
Broadcasting Anurag
Thakur launches the 
official Government of
India Calendar for the
year 2023, at National
Media Centre in New
Delhi, Wednesday.

For allegedly 
causing death by

negligence

 In 2023 polls

C T Ravi

For teachers 
of tribal schools

In highway 
robbery bid 

Says sugarcane will
be included in
Pongal gift bag

CID steps up probe 
into death of 2 Russian

nationals 



FROZEN CANAL 

A resident fishes through holes cut into a frozen canal in Beijing, Wednesday, Dec. 28.
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Salt Lake City, Dec 28 (AP):

Scientists will get USD
25 million to study salt lake
ecosystems in the drought-
stricken U.S. West, as
President Joe Biden signed
legislation Tuesday allo-
cating the funds in the face
of unprecedented existen-
tial threats caused by the
lack of water.

The funding allows the
United States Geological
Survey to study the hydrol-
ogy of the ecosystems in
and around Utah’s Great
Salt Lake, California’s
Mono Lake, Oregon’s Lake
Albert and other saline
lakes.

Amid a decades-long
drought, less snowmelt has
flowed through the rivers
that feed into the lakes,
causing shorelines to re-
cede and lake levels to
plummet. Dwindling lake
levels jeopardize the peo-

ple, animals and business-
es that rely on maintaining
the ecosystem.

The lakes often serve as
critical habitats for migra-
tory birds. Dust exposed by
receding water levels can
be blown into the air and
have dangerous health ef-
fects on surrounding com-
munities. And further de-
pletion threatens the
canals and infrastructure
that a multi-million dollar
mining industry needs to
extract salts from the
lakes. In Utah, the Great
Salt Lake shrunk to its

lowest point in recorded
history, posing threats to
economic output, snow-
pack, public health and
wildlife. Ski resorts worry
about a future without
lake effect snow. State law-
makers and local water
district officials have com-
mitted to funding and in-
centivising conservation
efforts, yet development,
population growth and en-
during agricultural de-
mand continue to strain
the water supply needed to
maintain the lake.

In eastern California,
state officials have dramat-
ically curtailed the
amount Los Angeles can
divert from the creeks and
tributaries that feed Mono
Lake in the eastern
Sierras. Diminishing lake
levels have for years made
the water saltier, jeopardiz-
ing bird, fish and brine
shrimp habitats.

Biden signs bill to study salt
lakes in drought-hit US West United Nations, Dec 28 (AP):

The UN Security
Council on Tuesday de-
cried increasing restric-
tions on women’s rights in
Afghanistan, urging the
country’s Taliban rulers to
reverse them immediately.

The Security Council
“reiterated its deep con-
cern of the suspension of
schools beyond the sixth
grade, and its call for the
full, equal, and meaningful
participation of women
and girls in Afghanistan,”
it said in a press statement.
U.N. High Commissioner
for Human Rights Volker
pointed to “terrible conse-
quences” of a decision to
bar women from working
for non-governmental or-
ganizations.

Last week, Taliban au-
thorities stopped universi-
ty education for women,
sparking international out-
rage and demonstrations
in Afghan cities. On
Saturday, they announced

the exclusion of women
from NGO work, a move
that already has prompted
four major international
aid agencies to suspend op-
erations in Afghanistan.

“No country can develop
indeed survive socially and
economically with half its
population excluded,” U.N.
High Commissioner for
Human Rights Volker T rk
said in a statement issued
in Geneva. “These unfath-
omable restrictions
placed on women and
girls will not only increase
the suffering of all
Afghans but, I fear, pose a
risk beyond Afghanistan’s
borders.”

“This latest decree by
the de facto authorities
will have terrible conse-
quences for women and
for all Afghan people,” T
rk said, adding that ban-
ning women from work-
ing for NGOs will deprive
them and their families of
incomes and of the right
to “contribute positively”

to the country’s develop-
ment.

“The ban will signifi-
cantly impair, if not de-
stroy, the capacity of
these NGOs to deliver the
essential services on
which so many vulnera-
ble Afghans depend,” he
said.

UN calls on Taliban to drop restrictions on women

Manila, Dec 28 (AP):

The death toll from
heavy rains and floods
that devastated parts of
the Philippines over the
Christmas weekend has
risen to 25, with 26 others
still missing, the national
disaster response agency
said Wednesday.

Nearly 400,000 people
were affected, with over
81,000 still in shelters and
nine others injured, the
National Disaster Risk
Reduction and
Management Council
said.

Sixteen of the 25 deaths
were reported in Northern
Mindanao region in the
south, while 12 of the 26
missing are from the east-
ern Bicol region, the coun-

cil added. A shear line the
point where warm and
cold air meet triggered
rains in parts of eastern,
central and southern
Philippines, the state
weather bureau PAGASA
said. The weather distur-
bance disrupted
Christmas celebration in
affected provinces, with
photos from the southern

province of Misamis
Occidental showing res-
cuers carrying an elderly
woman on a plastic chair
as they waded through a
flooded street. Some resi-
dents in the province were
seen hanging on to floaters
as coast guard rescuers
pulled them across chest-
deep flood using a rope.

The disaster manage-

ment council said 1,196
houses were damaged by
the floods, while sections
of 123 roads and 12 bridges
were affected. Some areas
remain without power or
water supply.

While the effect of the
shear line has weakened, a
new low pressure area
may bring moderate to
heavy rains within the
next 24 hours to the same
areas affected by the
Christmas weekend floods.
The weather bureau said
Wednesday that flooding
and landslides are likely,
especially in areas with
significant prior rainfall.

Each year about 20 ty-
phoons and storms batter
the Philippines, one of the
world’s most disaster-
prone countries.

Philippine rain, flooding cause at least 25 deaths, damage

Washington, Dec 28 (PTI):

In a tragic incident,
three Indian-Americans,
including a woman, have
drowned after they fell
through the ice while
walking on a frozen lake
in the US state of Arizona.

The incident occurred
on December 26 at 3:35 PM
at Woods Canyon Lake in
Coconino County, Arizona.

“The missing men are
located deceased and iden-
tified as Narayana
Muddana, 49 and Gokul
Mediseti, 47. The female
victim has been identified
as Haritha Muddana (age
unknown). The three vic-
tims resided in Chandler,

Arizona and are originally
from India,” Coconino
County Sheriff ’s Office
(CCSO) said in a statement
on Tuesday.

Chandler is a suburb of
Phoenix.

Officials said they
were able to pull Haritha
from the water soon after
and administered life-
saving measures but
were unsuccessful and
she died at the scene, it
said.

Crews then began
searching for Narayana
and Mediseti, who had
also fallen into the lake.
The two men were found
dead on Tuesday after-
noon, the sheriff ’s office

said.
All the three bodies have

been recovered.
According to a state-

ment released by officials
with CCSO, “deputies sta-

tioned at a substation in
the area were called to the
lake after two men and a
woman were walking on
the frozen lake and fell
through the ice.”

Three Indian Americans die after falling in
frozen lake in Arizona: Officials

Kathmandu, Dec 28 (PTI):

Two-way trade from
one of the key border
transit routes between
Nepal and China re-
sumed formally on
Wednesday after being
closed for almost three
years due to the Covid-19
pandemic, officials said.

A ceremony marking
the official resumption of
the trade from the
Kerung-Rasuwagadhi
border port was held on
Wednesday, although the
export of goods to China
had resumed from
Tuesday, The
Kathmandu Post news-
paper said, quoting
Lhasa-based Consulate
General Nawaraj
Dhakal.

The port came into for-
mal operation in 1961.

The Chinese Embassy
in Nepal released pic-
tures of the ceremony

and said in a statement
that China looks forward
to importing more goods
from Nepal. The state-
ment said that six cargo
trucks full of Nepali
goods passed through the
port into China.

The ceremony was at-
tended by delegates of
the Department of
Commerce of Xizang
Autonomous Region, the
Lhasa Customs, the
General Station of
Immigration Inspection
of Xizang Autonomous
Region, the Health
Commission of Xizang
Autonomous Region, and
other relevant depart-
ments, the report said.

According to Head of
Rasuwa Customs,
Narayan Prasad
Bhandari, goods worth
Rs 5 million were export-
ed on Tuesday, the report
said.

In 2021, when the pan-

demic was at its peak in
Nepal, Xizang
Autonomous Region pro-
vided a large number of
medical supplies to the
Himalayan country
through the port.

Although the port had
been closed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, a
one-way freight clear-
ance at the Kerung port
was reopened in April
2020 at Nepal’s request,
the report said.

An estimated 150 busi-
nesses were exporting
their products through
the Kerung-
Rasuwagadhi port.

Nepal imports ready-
made clothes, footwear,
apples, motor batteries,
plastic products, and
more from China
through the port.

It exports pashmina,
carpets, noodles, wheat,
vanaspati ghee, choco-
lates, and more to China.

Key trade route between Nepal-China
reopens after nearly 3 years

Berlin, Dec 28 (AP):

A Swiss court has grant-
ed a six-month “stay of
bankruptcy” to the operat-
ing company for the never-
opened Nord Stream 2
pipeline, which was built to
bring Russian gas to
Germany but was put on
ice shortly before Russia in-
vaded Ukraine in February.
The company’s stay was ex-
tended from January 10
through July 10 by a region-
al court in the Swiss canton
(state) of Zug, according to
a notice published
Wednesday in the Swiss
Official Gazette of
Commerce.

Nord Stream 2 AG, a sub-
sidiary of Russia’s
Gazprom, is based in Zug
Nord Stream 2’s court-ap-
pointed administrator,
Transliq AG, sought the ex-
tension. German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s
government halted the cer-

tification process for the
pipeline on February 22,
after Russia recognised the
independence of two sepa-
ratist regions in eastern
Ukraine.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered
sent troops into Ukraine
two days later, and US
President Joe Biden
President then directed his
administration to impose
sanctions on the Nord
Stream 2 operating compa-
ny. The pipeline project had
long drawn resistance from

Ukraine and eastern
European countries, as well
as bipartisan opposition in
the United States. At the be-
ginning of March, the oper-
ating company said it had
dismissed all its employees
in Zug, who numbered up to
110, according to local offi-
cials. Russia once account-
ed for more than half of
Germany’s natural gas sup-
plies but started reducing
deliveries in mid-June, cit-
ing alleged technical prob-
lems with the parallel Nord
Stream 1 pipeline.

Nord Stream 2 pipeline firm gets
6-month stay of bankruptcy

Lahore, Dec 28 (PTI):

A Pakistani court has
handed down a death sen-
tence to a former minis-
ter’s son for killing three
transgender persons in
Punjab province in 2008.

A district and sessions
court of the Sialkot dis-
trict announced the ver-
dict on Tuesday after the
prosecution presented all
witnesses and evidence.

Ahmed Bilal Cheema,
son of former Punjab
Minister Ajmal Cheema,
had shot dead the trans-
genders —Mazhar
Hussain, Aamir Shahzad,
and Abdul Jabbar— at his
outhouse in Sialkot in
2008. Judge Jazila Aslam
sentenced the convict to
death on three counts and
ordered payment of PKR
500,000 to the relatives of
each of the victims as

compensation.
The convict would face

imprisonment for another
six months in case of non-
payment of the compensa-
tion amount.

According to the police,
Cheema had called the
transgender persons at his
outhouse for a dance party
and opened fire at them
when they refused some of
his and his friends’ de-
mands, killing them on the
spot.

Cheema later managed
to flee to the United States
and when he returned to
Pakistan in July of this
year, the police arrested
him at the airport, and
subsequently, the trial
began. According to a po-
lice officer, the Cheema
family offered blood
money to the relatives of
the victims but they re-
fused.

Ex-minister’s son
sentenced to death

in Pakistan

Seoul, Dec 28 (AP): 

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un presented
unspecified goals to fur-
ther bolster his military
power next year at a meet-
ing of top political offi-
cials, state media reported
on Wednesday, in an indi-
cation he’ll continue his
provocative run of
weapons displays.

Kim’s statement came
as animosities with rival
South Korea rose sharply
this week with the South
accusing the North of fly-
ing drones across the bor-
der for the first time in five
years. This year, North
Korea already performed a
record number of missile
tests in what experts call
an attempt to modernise
its arsenal and increase its
leverage in future dealings

with the United States.
During the Tuesday ses-

sion at the ongoing plena-
ry meeting of the ruling
Workers’ Party, Kim
analysed new security
challenges in internation-
al politics and on the
Korean Peninsula and
clarified principles and di-
rections to take in external
relations and fights

against enemies to protect
national interests and sov-
ereignty, according to the
official Korean Central
News Agency.

Kim “set forth new key
goals for bolstering the
self-reliant defense capa-
bility to be pushed ahead
in 2023 under the multilat-
erally changing situa-
tion,” KCNA said, without

elaborating.
Some observers say the

new goals could be related
to Kim’s drive to expand
his nuclear arsenal and ac-
quire high-tech weapons
systems such as multi-
warhead missiles, a more
agile long-range weapon, a
spy satellite and advanced
drones. They say Kim
would eventually aim to
use his boosted nuclear
power to force his rivals to
accept the North as a legit-
imate nuclear state, a sta-
tus he thinks is essential
in getting international
sanctions lifted. On
Monday, South Korea’s
military fired warning
shots and launched fighter
jets and helicopters, after
detecting what it called
five North Korean drones
that violated the South’s
airspace.

Kim lays out key goals to
boost military power

A dvent calendars with hidden
chocolatey treats, huge tins

of Quality Street and steaming cups
of hot chocolate festooned with
whipped cream and marshmallows
are all much-loved wintry staples at
Christmastime. But how many of us
stop to think about where chocolate
actually comes from and how it
made its way into our culinary cul-
ture? The story of chocolate has a
compelling, rich history that aca-
demics like me are learning more
about every day. Chocolate is made
by fermenting, drying, roasting and
grinding the seeds of a small, tropi-
cal tree of the genus Theobroma.
Most chocolate sold today is made
from the species Theobroma cacao,
but Indigenous peoples in South
America, Central America and
Mexico make food, drink and medi-
cine with many other Theobroma
species. 

Cacao was domesticated at least
4,000 years ago, first in the Amazon
basin and then in Central America.
The oldest archaeological evidence
of cacao, possibly as old as 3,500
BCE, comes from Ecuador. In
Mexico and Central America, ves-
sels with cacao residues date to as
early as 1,900 BCE. Cacao is the
name in many languages of
Mesoamerica (Mexico and Central
America) for both the tree, the seed
and the preparations that come
from it; people who use this word

give a nod to that ancient,
Indigenous past. Cacao is a conven-
ient catch-all term, the way "bread"
in English describes a baked food
made of flour, water and yeast. For
thousands of years, Mesoamericans
have used cacao for many purposes:
as a ritual offering, a medicine, and
a key ingredient in both special oc-
casion and everyday food and drink
each of which had different names.
One of these special, local cacao
concoctions was called "chocolat".

CCoolloonniiaalliissttss  aanndd  ccuurrrreennccyy
How did chocolate take off like

wildfire when its birthplace has
been long neglected? The most pop-
ular initial use of cacao in the 16th
century, by colonists from Europe
and Africa in Latin America, was as
currency rather than something to
eat or drink. My research on cacao
as money shows its steady develop-
ment in the crucial role of small
coin, as one of several commodity
monies in pre-Colombian
Mesoamerica. The Rio Ceniza valley
in what is now western El Salvador
was an extraordinary producer,
among only four high-volume farm-
ing centres that greatly expanded
the cacao money supply in the 13th
century. Spanish colonists quickly
made the convenient and reliable
cacao money legal tender for all
kinds of transactions. However, they
were initially dubious about ingest-
ing the substance, debating its
health effects and flavour. The Rio
Ceniza valley, known then by the
Indigenous name Izalcos, became
famous as the place where money
grew on trees and newly arrived
colonists could make a fortune.
Their local, unique cacao drink was
"chocolat".

CCrroossssiinngg  tthhee  wwoorrlldd
Despite a hesitant start, choco-

late had become hugely popular in
Europe by the late 16th century.
Among a host of new flavours from
the Americas, chocolate was espe-

cially captivating. Most importantly,
drinking chocolate became a way to
socialise. It also became increasing-
ly associated with luxury and indul-
gence, to the point of sinfulness, as
well as healthful properties that par-
ticularly enhanced beauty and fertil-
ity. By the 1600s, Europeans were
using the word chocolate to de-
scribe cacao-flavoured sweets,
drinks and sauces. 

Chocolate soon began to change
the way people did things. As
Spanish literature scholar Carolyn
Nadeau points out: "Prior to choco-
late, breakfast was not a communal
event as lunch and dinner were." As
chocolate became increasingly pop-
ular in Spain, so too did breakfast. It
was also fashionable as a mid-after-
noon or late-night snack, taken with
bread rolls or even fried bread the
ancestor of today's breakfast-time
churros.

By the 18th century, a variety of
recipes using chocolate filled the
pages of European cookbooks,
demonstrating how important it had
become at all levels of society. Far
from its Indigenous Central
American origins, enslaved Africans,
labouring on new plantations in
Latin America and later in west
Africa, grew much of the cacao that
fed the expanding global market.
For makers and consumers, choco-
late developed vivid connections to
class, gender and race. Chocolate
became an evocative shorthand for
blackness. Steep inequalities have
become entrenched ever more
deeply with the globalisation of
chocolate. 

For example, 75% of chocolate
consumption takes place in Europe,
the US and Canada, yet 100% of the
world's cocoa is produced by Black,
Indigenous, Latin American and
Asian people areas that consume
only 25% of the world's finished
chocolate, with Africans consuming
the least at 4%. It is largely pro-

duced by hand and is a source of
livelihood for up to 50m people in
mostly developing countries. The
COVID-19 pandemic made things
even worse. Reduction in move-
ment, limitations on gatherings,
supply chain interruptions and poor
access to healthcare hit producing
communities hard. Meanwhile,
large cocoa buyers and traders re-
duced or paused their cocoa pur-
chasing for as long as two years to
weather the storm of uncertain con-
sumer demand throughout the pan-
demic.

IInneeqquuaalliittyy,,  ffaaiirr  ttrraaddee  aanndd  ffaarrmmeerrss
Current trends have deep roots in

chocolate's past. Chocolate con-
sumption continues to grow.
Europeans are today's largest con-
sumers of chocolate and the UK is
among the highest in Europe, with a
per capita consumption of 8.1kg per
year and the largest market for fair
trade chocolate. As the chocolate
market grows, so too do problems of
social inequality and ecological dis-
ruption. Carla Martin, founder and
director of the Fine Cacao and
Chocolate Institute, and I have ex-
plained that a path towards eco-
nomic, social and environmental
sustainability will require a range of
significant investments.

The University of Reading has al-
ready made vital efforts with the
Cocoa Germplasm Database to help
farmers identify and access cacao's
genetic diversity, and to understand
how genetic profiles relate to
greater crop resilience and produc-
tivity. Innovative social enterprises
such as Cocoa360 are incubators for
addressing the big challenges that
cacao farmers face, and charting a
more hopeful future for chocolate
and those who produce it. Food for
thought as you unwrap another
Ferrero Rocher this Christmas. 

GGlloobbaall  PPrrooffeessssoorr  iinn  HHiissttoorriiccaall
AArrcchhaaeeoollooggyy,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  RReeaaddiinngg
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Politics of love
It’s heartening that

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
in his Bharat Jodo Yatra not
only paid homage at the
samadhi Sadaiv Atal of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
stalwart and the former Prime
Minister (PM) Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, but also visited me-
morials of other important
leaders who have contributed
to the making of the nation —
including family members
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi and
of Mahatma Gandhi, former
PM Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Chaudhry Charan Singh and
Dalit leader Jagjivan Ram.  In
PM Narendra Modi era, the
BJP, a party which is only seen
paying homage to its own
leaders, but Rahul Gandhi
starts with a new beginning of
the politics of love and recon-
ciliation. He wants to send a
message through his gesture
that Rahul Gandhi is uniting
India beyond small political
gains. The Congress has been
keen to send out the message
that the Yatra is not exclusively
a party affair and anybody
concerned about the future of
democracy may join.
Whatsoever, it is up to the
Modi-led BJP to now recipro-
cate that respect towards the
opposition and particularly
Nehru. Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra only barely con-
cealed its intent towards the
politics of love. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Food security
The dependence of a huge

population on a government-
run programme to satiate their
hunger is alarming. The NFSA
was a good move as it provid-
ed relief to the poor, especially
during Covid, but amid all
these factors, one cannot deny
the fact that the scheme is a
tentative measure which can’t
resolve the hunger issue for a
long time. The government
needs to consider for how long
it will be able to support those
who rely on such schemes to
feed themselves. It creates a
hefty burden on the public
treasury. The government
should create the means
through which the deprived
people can earn their bread.

RRiisshhiikkaa  KKrriittii,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Appointment 
of judges

The debate on the appoint-
ment of judges of high courts
and the Supreme Court re-
mains unabated and under the
prevalent circumstances, it ap-
pears that no consensus can be
reached. The parameters for
the selection of judges were
the duration of legal practice
coupled with the integrity of
the incumbent and an unblem-
ished past record. These traits
were evaluated by the judiciary
only, without any interference
of the executive or the legisla-
ture. The current controversy is
the result of diluting the time-
tested system of the selection
of judges and the result is for
everybody to see.

VVKK  AAnnaanndd,,  CChhaannddiiggaarrhh
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Girl students wearing face masks attend a class after the Karnataka Government makes masks mandatory at public places and closed
spaces, in Bengaluru, Wednesday, Dec. 28.

FACE MASKS BACK IN PLACES

R ecent developments in Saudi Arabia and Iran seem to be on an
upswing and may lead to a better understanding amongst two

old foes, besides unfolding a new regional and global security para-
digm. It seems as if in this winter season, the ice between the two
largest Muslim countries i.e. Saudi Arabia and Iran have started melt-
ing. One claims to be the leader of the Sunni domination, while the
other is the Shia leader. This difference doesn't hold any importance
in the difference of opinion between the two on various regional and
global issues. However, it seems that the current Saudi dispensation,
led by Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, is ready to forget the
old enmity and forge a new relationship with its old foe. This develop-
ment also comes in the background of strained relations between the
US and Saudi Arabia, on the issue of oil pricing and supply and de-
fence cooperation. Last week, the Iranian side also showed signs of
reconciliation when Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian met with his Saudi counterpart, Prince Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud, in Jordan. Amir-Abdollahian announced that Tehran is ready
to reach an agreement with Western powers regarding its nuclear file
if "red lines are respected." In a tweet, Amir-Abdollahian stated that
he had a "friendly conversation" with his counterparts in neighbour-
ing countries on the sidelines of the second Baghdad Conference for
Cooperation and Partnership in Jordan, adding that he met the for-
eign ministers of Jordan, Iraq, Qatar, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia at the
event, adding that the Saudi minister asserted his country's readi-
ness to continue dialogue with Iran. Saudi Arabia cut off relations
with Iran in 2016 after Iranian protesters attacked the Saudi Embassy
in Tehran. The demonstrators were upset over Saudi Arabia executing
Shia cleric Nimr al-Nimr. Saudi Arabia and Iran have long been at
odds over numerous regional issues, perhaps most prominently Iran's
nuclear program. The two countries are also on opposite sides of the
Yemen civil war, with Saudi Arabia backing the internationally recog-
nized government and Iran supporting the Houthi rebels. In 2021, offi-
cials from Saudi Arabia and Iran began holding direct talks -- facilitat-
ed by Baghdad -- to reduce tensions. The bilateral dialogue continued
in 2022 also. Previously, Iraq hosted the fifth round of Saudi-Iran talks
in April. There have been no rounds since then. In June, then-Iraqi
Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi said the talks had made "remark-
able progress." Iran delayed a sixth round of talks with Saudi Arabia
in August due to the political instability in Iraq at the time. Regional
wire service Amwaj Media reported earlier that Saudi Arabia stopped
the dialogue with Iran. This was due to concerns over Iraqi Prime
Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani, who replaced Kadhimi in
October, according to Amwaj. Amir-Abdollahian announced that
Tehran is ready to reach an agreement with Western powers regard-
ing its nuclear file if "red lines are respected." "In the past two to
three months, the US made hypocritical statements and took action
that did not match their words," he said about the nuclear talks.
Washington "has repeatedly claimed it is ready to take the final step
of all parties returning to the agreement in Vienna, but they behaved
hypocritically in the media," he added. Amir-Abdollahian stated that
the parties to the talks are returning to "realism," noting that if "red
lines are respected, we are ready to take the final steps to reach an
agreement." It is expected that the normalization of ties between the
two biggest Muslim nations may lead to regional stability, besides an
increase in the influence of the middle-eastern bloc in global politics.
This may lead to a further refresh of the US policy for the region, be-
cause if the two nations come together then it may translate into a
more demanding and assertive bloc, challenging the American policy
and strategy in the region, which seems to have faltered recently. 

Moitrayee Das 

S leep is an indispensable part of our life. It is vital for the normal
functioning of an individual. Short hours of sleep and poor

quality sleep can harm all aspects of an individual's daily functioning
(attention, memory, language, reasoning, decision-making, and
learning). Therefore, good sleep is vital to better performance
across professions. Even so, it is found that insomnia is speedily
growing as a global health issue. Several hazards have been created
in the workplace, referable to as insomnia. Some clinical studies
about sleep show that about 4 per cent to 5% of the population in the
west is affected by a problem called excessive daytime sleepiness
(EDS) (Ulfberg et al., 1996). Working shifts have become integral to
modern industrial life (Akerstedt & Wright, 2009). In India, the shift
system, in one form or another, has been in existence for more than
70 years (Verhaegen et al., 1987). It started in docks and textile mills
and has spread to all industries continuously (Boggild & Knutsson,
1999). In constantly running plants, working in three shifts is in-
evitable (Folkard & Tucker, 2003). Shift work interferes with the gen-
eral life of an individual as compared to those working day shifts or
what is commonly known as general shifts (Anderson & Bremer,
1987). Studies have shown that workers on rotating shifts are sleep-
less and get only 5.6 hours of sleep on average compared to those on
a non-shift basis for 24 hours (Boggild & Knutsson, 1999). Insomnia
seems to be a common problem among rotating shift workers
(Holbrook, White & Hitt, 1994). A study by Palo and Das (2021) found
that of 275 rotating shift workers they studied, 11 per cent of the
workers working rotating shifts suffer from poor sleep quality.
Molecular and hormonal problems in the body are highly possible
due to irregular work schedules or working in shifts. It can obstruct a
person's day-to-day functioning (Wirth MD et al., 2017). Most stud-
ies, primarily in sleep and shift work, have often found that the risk
of accidents increases due to sleepiness (Bonnet, 1985). Sleep-relat-
ed problems involving sleep attacks are common among shift work-
ers, eventually leading to sleepiness during their respective shifts
(Sandberg et al., 2011). It has far-reaching implications for the off-
shift well-being of the workers as well. However, a few studies have
considered shift work and its relationship with on- and off-shift out-
comes in Indian organizations. It is time to realize that our limited
sleep should not be worn as a 'badge of honour to prove our commit-
ment and dedication towards our work. The well-being of the organi-
zation lies entirely in the well-being of the employees. If employees
are not healthy there will be disturbing repercussions not just for the
employees but also for the eventual profitability of the organization.
Numerous studies have shown how organizations have lost a huge
sum of money on employees' health and increased sick leaves. There
needs to be a huge shift in the work culture that promotes unhealthy
workplace behaviour to one that truly acknowledges and cares
about the concerns and problems of the employees. Certain un-
healthy practices such as encouraging overtime to stay, work com-
munication post-work hours, equating 'busyness' with productivity,
workplace gossip, discouraging holidays and leisure time, rest/vaca-
tion shaming, inadequate rest breaks or restrooms among many oth-
ers play a significant role in deciding the future work culture of the
organizations. Sleep is a necessity, not a luxury. We do not need to
earn our rest time, we deserve it.

New year resolution: 
To sleep well

Saudi-Iran ties on the mend 

The history of chocolate: When 
money really did grow on trees

Kajal Chatterjee

S o Sunil Gavaskar finds
Kuldeep Yadav 's omission

from the playing XI of the second
and final Test in Mirpur as "unbe-
lievable, to put it gently" despite
the spinner's match figures (8/113)
fetching Man of the Match award in
the first Test in Chittagong! Surely
many other "pundits" are also feel-
ing so and aggrieved over supposed
"Horses for courses" policy of the
team management. Viewing the
spectacle, it needs to be asked
whether Gavaskar and the "pun-
dits" had ever expressed disbelief
and disgust on the behaviour meted
towards Wriddhiman Saha - - - the
best wicketkeeper of the contem-
porary world. 

Following the rest awarded to
Rishabh Pant, a rare opportunity for
Wriddhiman Saha to don the gloves
came during the home series
against New Zealand in November
2021.  And it required an unbeaten
innings of 61 by Saha to somehow
save the Kanpur Test for India, that
too when he was in acute pain due

to stiff neck. Yet, what was the re-
sult of playing such an epic innings.
Just a cold-blooded negligence and
belittlement of Saha by a represen-
tative of the team management
that too when that Kanpur Test was
still alive.  Throughout history of
Indian cricket, many cricketers
have not received their entitled
dues and opportunities. Many
found themselves dropped despite
performing excellently. Many do
not get a single call in the national
squad despite excelling in domestic
cricket for years.  But BCCI man-
darins, selectors or team manage-
ment have never stated in public
that X or Y would not be considered
for selection in the national squad
or first eleven. There always exists
a facade of "neutrality" with the of-
ficial stance remaining "Everybody
eligible for selection depending
upon performance".  But when a
cricketer responds to the surname
Saha, even that facade gets relegat-
ed to oblivion. Yes, then batting
coach Vikram Rathour did acknowl-
edge Saha's brilliant innings by
fighting against all odds; yet on the
same breath scandalously delivered

the ultimatum that when Pant
would be available after completion
of his phase of rest, Saha would
have to yield place to him as the lat-
ter is a "mere replacement" of the
former. But the team management
didn't care to clarify why Saha was
not promptly reinstated to the first
eleven after he regained fitness
after coming out of injury which he
had incurred in early 2018 in South
Africa just after the first Test at
Cape Town ! Not to forget in that
very Test , Saha emerged as the
first Asian wicketkeeper to take 10
catches in a match. Yet even after
such a superlative performance, the
No.1 wicketkeeper of India and the
contemporary world was not wel-
comed back to the first eleven with
preference accorded to his replace-
ment Pant. So it is clearly proved
that all dialogues of "original first
eleven" and "replacement" were
nothing but farce; rather those ter-
minologies were crudely exploited
according to the situation with
clever eyes to pamper Pant and dis-
criminate against Saha. Previously
it got hilariously conveyed that
preference is being accorded to

Pant in the first eleven for his al-
leged "better batsmanship"! So
even after taking unbelievable acro-
batic catches in the 5 Tests against
South Africa and Bangladesh in
home soil(2019); Saha got dropped
in the subsequent Test series in
New Zealand in early 2020 with
Pant being given his spot ! But
when Saha had come up with that
gallant innings of spine in most try-
ing times in Kanpur ; we were made
to hear that it is the "misfortune" of
Saha to miss the bus as he is play-
ing in the era of "extremely special
player" in the form of Pant. Not only
is it a heartless joke, nothing can be
more ridiculous than this callous bi-
ased prejudiced statement.  And
just notice the crassness through
which the team management had
transmitted such a negative mes-
sage to Saha by publicly declaring
that he should not expect a berth in
the first eleven till Pant remains in
the scene! What a snub to his con-
tribution and efficiency. What an in-
sult to the silent worker Saha! Have
the team management ever pub-
licly declared that they are not
ready to look beyond Kohli-Pujara-

Rahane-Rohit or Shami-Ishant-
Ashwin-Jadeja! But when the soft
target was Saha, a clear signal had
been given to him that he did not
enjoy the confidence of the team
management. What a "reward"
given to Saha for his "sin" of lifting
India's fortunes despite enduring
the pain of a stiff neck! No wonder
why Saha has been robbed of his
place in the team as "second wicket
keeper" also.

At least Kuldeep Yadav has not
been given an "ultimatum" of sorts
that he should not expect a birth in
the team due to the presence of
Ravichandran Ashwin and Axar
Patel! So he still holds every chance
to return in first XI in future. But the
door of the team was shut with a
bang right in front of the nose of
Wriddhiman Saha for his "failure"
of playing a match-saving innings of
61 not out in Kanpur Test. So it must
be again asked why don't the
Gavaskars find nothing unbeliev-
able in such blatant injustice to the
contemporary world's Best wicket-
keeper. Why doesn't blatant injus-
tice to him do not raise minimum
hue and cry anywhere.

What a Double standard! 
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BRIEF

UCO Bank
New Delhi: State-
owned UCO Bank on
Wednesday said it is
planning to raise up to
Rs 1,000 crore by issu-
ing debt securities.
The bank’s board will
consider the proposal
for raising tier I capi-
tal in the form of addi-
tional tier I bonds in
one or more tranches
aggregating to Rs
1,000 crore, UCO Bank
said in a regulatory
filing. The board is
scheduled to meet on
January 3, 2023 to take
up the fund raise pro-
posal. UCO Bank
stock closed at 
Rs 31.45 on BSE, down
2.93 per cent.

DICGC 
Mumbai: The Deposit
Insurance and Credit
Guarantee
Corporation (DICGC)
settled claims of Rs
8,516.6 crore in the last
financial year and
bulk of them were
from customers of the
Punjab and
Maharashtra Co-oper-
ative (PMC) Bank, the
Reserve Bank said on
Tuesday. An amount
of Rs 3,791.6 crore was
provided to Unity
Small Finance Bank
for making payment
to the depositors of
the erstwhile PMC
Bank, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
said in Trends and
Progress in Banking
Report for FY22.

FRDA 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment sector NPS
subscribers will have
to make a request for
partial withdrawal of
their National
Pension System (NPS)
corpus only through
their associated nodal
offices from January
1, 2023. The govern-
ment sector NPS sub-
scribers include em-
ployees of central and
state governments
and autonomous bod-
ies. The Pension Fund
Regulatory And
Development
Authority (PFRDA)
relaxed the norms
during the COVID
pandemic by allowing
withdrawals 
under NPS through
self-declaration.

Coal India 
New Delhi: Coal India
Chairman Pramod
Agrawal on Tuesday
exuded confidence
that the PSU will
achieve the produc-
tion target of 700 mil-
lion tonnes for the cur-
rent financial year.
Coal India (CIL) ac-
counts for over 80 per
cent of the domestic
coal output. “ I am con-
fident...Coal India will
achieve the 700 million
tonne coal production
target this financial
year,” the chairman
was quoted as saying
in a statement.

IIHM 
New Delhi: IIHM
YOUNG CHEF
OLYMPIAD 2023
(YCO 2023) is a unique
competitive event
being held for the
ninth time since its
inception in 2015,
with around 60 coun-
tries participating
this time. Held under
the auspices of the
International
Hospitality Council,
UK, the competition is
organized by IIHM, a
part of the Indismart
Group which is a
large conglomerate
that operates the
IndiSmart Hotels and
offers a wide range of
services in the field of
Hospitality
Management
Education Training
and Consultancy in
India and
South East Asia.

2023 AUDI A8

This photo provided by Audi shows the 2023 Audi A8, a large luxury sedan available
with 22-way adjustable heated and ventilated seats complete with massage. 

FRUIT MARKET

Vendors sort out oranges at a wholesale fruit market, in Kolkata, Wednesday, Dec. 28.

Mumbai, Dec 28 (PTI):

Despite the Narendra
Modi government’s high-
octane push to boost man-
ufacturing through the
‘Make in India’ initiative,
foreign investors continue
to chase bets in the servic-
es sector, a domestic rat-
ing agency said on
Wednesday.

India Ratings and
Research also said a bulk
of the foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) in manu-
facturing is not greenfield
or fresh investments
which should otherwise
be the aspirational aspect.

“ despite the govern-
ment’s effort to attract
more investments in the
manufacturing sector
through ‘Make in India’
campaign, the FDI inflow
is still tilted in favour of
the services sector,” the
rating agency said.

“ this could be because
doing business in the serv-
ices sector is less compli-

cated than doing business
in the manufacturing sec-
tor in India,” the agency,
an arm of Fitch Ratings,
said.

It said services sector
FDI increased to USD
153.01 billion in the servic-
es sector during April 2014
to March 2022 from USD
80.51 billion during to
April 2000 to March 2014,
while the increase in man-
ufacturing was less fast at
USD 94.32 billion as
against USD 77.11 billion.

The agency reminded
that in 2014, India
launched a flagship pro-
gramme called ‘Make in
India’ to facilitate invest-
ments across sectors, but
with a special focus to
build a world-class manu-
facturing sector and fol-
lowed it up with the PLI
scheme across 14 manu-
facturing sectors.

The services sector ac-
counted for the highest
share in FDI between 2000-
2014 as well, the agency

said, adding that within
services, trading, telecom-
munications, banking/in-
surance, IT/business out-
sourcing and
hotels/tourism are the
favourites.

In manufacturing, the
FDI has been concentrat-
ed in segments such as
auto, chemicals, drugs
and pharmaceuticals,
metallurgical and food
processing.

Computer software and
hardware have done well,
where the FDI increased
to USD 72.7 billion during
April 2014 to March 2022,
from just USD 12.8 billion
during April 2000 to
March 2014, the agency
said, adding that this sec-
tor witnessed further trac-
tion after the roll out of
PLI (production linked in-
centive) scheme with
major global brands such
as Apple, Samsung,
Flextronics, and Nokia an-
nouncing big investments
in India.

‘Govt’s manufacturing
push not yielding results’

FDI continues to chase less-complicated services sector

Adani Transmission
incorporate arm for

smart meter business

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Adani Transmission
has formed a subsidiary, BEST
Smart Metering Ltd (BSML), to
undertake the smart meter busi-
ness. BSML is incorporated in
India and registered with the
Registrar of Companies, Gujarat
at Ahmedabad on 27th December
2022 and is yet to commence its
business operations, a BSE filing
stated. “Company has incorpo-
rated a wholly-owned subsidiary
company in the name of BEST
Smart Metering Ltd,” a BSE filing
stated. Adani Transmission has
the 100 per cent equity of Rs 1
lakh divided into 10,000 equity
shares of Rs 10 each. This
assumes significance in view of
Revamped Distribution Sector
Scheme (RDSS) launched by the
government to help DISCOMs
improve their operational effi-
ciencies and financial sustain-
ability by providing result-linked
financial assistance to them to
strengthen supply infrastruc-
ture based on meeting pre-qual-
ifying criteria and achieving
basic minimum benchmarks.
Under the RDSS, Prepaid Smart
metering is the critical interven-
tion envisaged, with an estimat-
ed outlay of Rs 1,50,000 crore
with GBS (gross budgetary sup-
port) of 23,000 crore and 250
Million prepaid smart meters
are targeted to be installed dur-
ing the Scheme period from FY
2021-22 to FY 2025-26.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::

Bolstered by premiumisation
trends, pent-up demand and
policy initiatives, the country’s
appliances and consumer elec-
tronics sector expects to con-
tinue on the double-digit
growth trajectory in 2023, as
companies seek to expand
capacity and roll out new-age
smart products.

Learning the hard way in the
wake of the global supply chain
disruptions caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic and pro-
longed lockdown in China,
leading companies in the sec-
tor are focusing on enhancing
production capacity as well as
domestic supply chain to
reduce dependence on import-
ed components. All said,
geopolitical developments and
rupee depreciation could have
an adverse impact on compa-
nies. 

Appliances & Consumer
Electronics (ACE) industry
body CEAMA is “optimistic
about good growth in 2023 as
well” and expects to almost
double the value of the indus-
try in the next three years to Rs
1.48 lakh crore by 2025, as well
as make the country an alter-
native hub for exports. In 2022,

ACE industry logged an overall
value growth of around 35 per
cent, led by an unprecedented
rise in sales of cooling products
such as residential air condi-
tioners and higher festive sales
in the second half of the year.
Strong demand for mid and
premium products also helped
the sector, which was signifi-
cantly hit by the pandemic.

Notwithstanding worries
about rise in raw material input
costs amid inflationary chal-
lenges due to the current
geopolitical situations, the
industry anticipates increased
business opportunities, espe-
cially since there is likely to be
demand for several appliances.

“We expect the summer of
2023 to be buoyant, with a
strong summer driving pent-up
demand. We are bullish about a
good summer, which begins at
the end of February and lasts
till the end of June. In the long-
term, the Indian AC market is
expected to grow at a double-
digit CAGR during the FY21-
FY26 period,” Voltas MD & CEO
Pradeep Bakshi told PTI.

The industry will continue to
focus on new innovative,
health and environment-
friendly products. Changing
lifestyle along with increased

affordability will fuel market
growth, according to Voltas
which sold a record 1.6 million
units of residential ACs from
January till November 2022.

The Tata group firm is
investing around Rs 1,000
crore, out of which Rs 500 crore
will be for the RAC
(Refrigeration and Air
Conditioning) plant and Rs 500
crore for the ancillaries, includ-
ing compressors. Consumer
Electronics and Appliances
Manufacturers Association
(CEAMA) President Eric
Braganza said that with the
thrust on building domestic
manufacturing capabilities
through PLI (Production-

Linked Incentive) schemes for
promotion of domestic manu-
facturing of air conditioners
and PMPs (Phased
Manufacturing Programmes),
the industry expects not to be
dependent in the coming years
on the vagaries of foreign sup-
ply chains and dollar fluctua-
tions that affect prices and
operating margins.
“Additionally, with the growth
in the domestic market, manu-
facturing will achieve
economies of scale, which will
contribute in making India an
alternative export hub for the
rest of the world,” he said.
Overall, the industry is expect-
ed to grow 10-15 per cent in FY

2023-24, Godrej Appliances
Business Head and Executive
Vice President Kamal Nandi
said. The Godrej & Boyce group
firm is anticipating a 20 per
cent growth in this period,
which will be primarily led by
the premium segment. “Year-
to-date (till November) data
re-establishes the premium
trend with frost free refrigera-
tors and fully automatic wash-
ing machines continuing to
grow much faster,” he said.
Panasonic Life Solutions India
Chairman Manish Sharma said
the consumer durable industry
is observing a technological
evolution due to the pandemic
that has accelerated the adop-

tion of IoT-enabled appliances.
He said that the industry is on a
steady growth trajectory
backed by a rise in demand for
premium appliances, improv-
ing economy and positive con-
sumer sentiments.

“We expect to see a resur-
gence in demand for consumer
appliances as customers are
gradually returning to their
pre-Covid routine... we, at
Panasonic, are anticipating
stable business growth driven
by positive consumer senti-
ments,” he added.

Panasonic has synergised
efforts to create a portfolio of
smart products across cate-
gories like air conditioners,
washing machines, refrigera-
tors, fans, plugs and switches.
These are powered by Miraie
an IoT-based platform that
connects with Panasonic appli-
ances wirelessly for easy con-
trol and remote monitoring.

LG India VP - Home
Appliances & Air Conditioners -
Deepak Bansal said, “we are
betting big on 2023 as we will
be launching a robust product
portfolio based on Indian
insights”. The South Korean
major, which has completed 25
years in India this year, said a
“positive consumer sentiment

post-pandemic is certainly a
good signal, especially during
festival season. However, the
external global environment
remains a challenge due to
geopolitical and inflation
issues but the impact on India
remains minimal”.

Super Plastronics Pvt Ltd
(SPPL), which has licenses for
international brands including
Blaupunkt, Thomson, Kodak
and White-Westinghouse - for
the Indian market, expects the
TV market to grow 7-10 per
cent in 2023, with availability
of 5G services and increased
fibre cable connectivity in rural
areas. “Huge growth is expect-
ed in semi-urban and rural
areas in India. Having said that,
the challenge I feel for 2023 is
buying sentiments and if infla-
tion and interest rates keep on
increasing, there can be a
slowdown effect,” SPPL CEO
Avneet Singh Marwah said.

BSH Home Appliances (India
& SAARC), which operates with
brands such as Bosch and
Siemens in the appliance
space, said 2022 was a year of
revival for the industry at large
as it witnessed a strong spike
in demand across cooling,
laundry appliances and refrig-
erators.

Appliances, consumer electronics industry aim double-digit
growth, production capacity expansion in 2023

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PIT):

With natural gas prices
surging globally and sup-
ply chain concerns plagu-
ing the EV rollout pace,
Auto LPG can play a role
in India’s transition to a
low carbon economy and
fit in the fuel mix, indus-
try body IAC said
Wednesday.

With India poised to be-
come a USD 5 trillion
economy in the coming
years, energy or fuel secu-
rity has assumed greater
importance.

Auto LPG is the third
most widely used trans-
port fuel in the world
after petrol and diesel. It

has zero global warming
potential, while over 60
per cent of electricity in
India still comes from
coal.

In a statement, IAC said
the government has taken

a number of measures,
including diversifying the
energy basket and pro-
moting alternatives, but
the focus is more on push-
ing an EV-driven mobility
system to move away

from carbon-based petrol
and diesel and achieving
a cleaner environment.

“But, now that a full-
fledged war has been un-
derway involving a key
global energy producer
and exporter on top of al-
ready prevailing pandem-
ic-induced global energy
supply disruptions, ener-
gy security has become
an even more dire and
pressing issue.

“In this backdrop,
should the government
not consider other alter-
native fuel options for mo-
bility, such as auto LPG,
in tandem with its pro-
nounced focus on EVs?” it
said.

Auto LPG can play a role in India’s fuel mix, energy security

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):

Mukesh Ambani, who
took over the reins of
Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL) after the sudden de-
mise of his legendary in-
dustrialist father
Dhirubhai Ambani, com-
pletes 20 years at the helm
during which the compa-
ny saw a 17-fold jump in
revenues, 20-times surge
in profit and has become a
global conglomerate.

Following Dhirubhai’s
death in 2002, Mukesh and
his younger brother Anil
assumed joint leadership

of Reliance. While the
elder brother took over as
the chairman and manag-
ing director, Anil was
named vice chairman and
joint managing director.

The brothers, however,
feuded over control, lead-

ing to a split with Mukesh
assuming control of the
gas, oil, and petrochemi-
cals units as RIL, while
Anil got telecommunica-
tions, power generation,
and financial services
units through a demerger.

In 20 years that Stanford
University-drop out
Mukesh, 65, has been at
the helm of RIL, the com-
pany has re-entered the
telecom business, diversi-
fied in retail and new ener-
gy, and raised a record Rs
2.5 lakh crore selling mi-
nority interests during the
Covid lockdown.

Mukesh Ambani completes 20
years at helm of Reliance

New Delhi, Dec 28 (PTI):

State-owned RINL on
Wednesday said Arun
Kanti Bagchi has assumed
charge as Director
(Projects) at the company.

Prior to his joining,
Bagchi was heading the
project team of MECON
which is involved in the
project management con-
sultancy services for
NMDC’s steel plant com-
ing up at Nagarnar in
Chhattisgarh. The plant
has an annual capacity of
3 million tonne (MT),
RINL said in a statement.
“ Arun Kanti Bagchi as-

sumed charge as Director
(Projects) at RINL on
December 26, 2022,” it
said.

Bagchi, a Mechanical
Engineering graduate
from REC, Bhopal, joined
MECON Ltd in 1988 as
Management Trainee
(Technical).

Arun Kanti Bagchi assumes
charge as RINL Director (Projects)

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::

Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
closed marginally down in a
range-bound trade on
Wednesday due to profit taking
by investors after two straight
days of gains amid mixed glob-
al trends and foreign fund out-
flows. 

The 30-share Sensex
declined 17.15 points or 0.03
per cent to settle at 60,910.28.
During the day, it declined
213.66 points or 0.35 per cent
to 60,713.77. The broader NSE
Nifty closed lower by 9.80
points or 0.05 per cent to end
at 18,122.50. From the Sensex
pack, Bharti Airtel, Axis Bank,

Bajaj Finserv, Tata Steel,
UltraTech Cement and Tata
Motors were the major lag-
gards. Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Power Grid and
Maruti were among the win-
ners. “The benchmark indices
traded dull and ended almost
flat amid mixed cues. After the
initial downtick, the Nifty spent
the entire day in a narrow band
however the tone was on the
positive side, thanks to buying
select index majors,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Technical
Research, Religare Broking Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.45 per cent and midcap index
gained 0.23 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty close marginally
down in range-bound trade
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YEARENDER 2022

TOP BIGGEST BOLLYWOOD CONTROVERSIES

GLOBAL LEADERS: WHO ARE THIS YEAR'S BIGGEST WINNERS?

Controversies
and Bollywood
go hand-in-
hand. And 2022
was rather full
of them as some
or other contro-
versy kept strik-
ing the enter-
tainment indus-
try, keeping it
in the news
throughout the
year. Bollywood
celebrities are
known to get
involved in
some controver-
sy or another
and as men-
tioned above,
this year was no
different. As
2022 is coming
to an end, we
thought of going
down memory
lane and walk-
ing through
some of the most
talked about
controversies of
the year. 

T
he Kashmir
Files was
screened at the

Internation Film Festival
of India which was held
in Goa last month.
However, things turned
ugly at the closing cere-
mony of IFFI, when the

head of Jury Nadav Lapid
addressed the audience
and called the film 'propa-
ganda, vulgar'. He stated,
"All of us were disturbed
and shocked by the 15th
film, 'The Kashmir Files'.
That felt like a propagan-
da, vulgar movie, inappro-

priate for an artistic com-
petitive section of such a
prestigious film festival. I
feel totally comfortable
openly sharing these feel-
ings here with you at this
stage. In the spirit of this
festival, we can surely
also accept a critical dis-

cussion, which is essen-
tial for art and life," said
Nadav at the festival's
closing ceremony. Post
his statement on 'The
Kashmir Files, Lapid was
slammed by several
celebrities including film
director Vivek Agnihotri,
who challenged the for-
mer to prove how the film
is factually wrong. He
said, "I challenge all these
urban Naxals and the leg-
endary filmmaker who
came from Israel that if
they can prove any single
shot, event or dialogue is
not completely true, then I
will quit filmmaking.

Who are these people who
stand up against India
every time?" As the con-
troversy grew, some peo-
ple came in support of
Lapid, while others ac-
cused him of being insen-
sitive towards the suffer-
ing of Kashmiri Pandits.

The Kashmir Files vs IFFI jury head Nadav Lapid

RR anveer 
Singh, who often steals the spot-

light with his flashy fashion sense and
clothing style, got enmeshed in a controver-

sy earlier this year after he posed nude for a
magazine photoshoot earlier this year. An FIR was

filed and the actor was booked for obscenity for
sharing his nude pictures from a magazine

shoot. In his statement to the police, the
actor stated that one of the pho-

tos from the shoot was tam-
pered with and morphed, and
the image where his private

parts were visible did not
belong to him. Ranveer faced

severe backlash from netizens after
he shared his nude photoshoot

Internet witnessed a barrage of
reaction including hilarious
memes. In fact, an office-bearer
of an NGO had also approached
the police against the actor
saying that he hurt the
sentiments of women. 

A
amir Khan was
returning to the big

screen after a gap of
four years with his
much-awaited film
'Laal Singh Chaddha'.
However, just when lead
actors - Aamir and
Kareena Kapoor Khan
dropped the first trailer
of the film, netizens
began the Boycott
trend
against
'Laal
Singh
Chadda' and
asked people to completely shun the movie and not watch
it in theatres. At first, it looked harmless, just a group of
trolls creating some hysteria around the film, however,
when the film was declared a box office flop, people
realised the seriousness.  Some Twitter users went through
the archives and dug up Aamir's controversial 'India's
growing intolerance' statement and circulated it on the
micro-blogging site. Some of Kareena's controversial state-
ments from the past in the wake of B-Town favouring nepo-
tism over talent and not being kind to outsiders also sur-
faced online. 

Boycott Laal Singh
Chaddha controversy

Jacqueline Fernandez-Sukesh
Chandrasekhar link-up

Actress Jacqueline Fernandez hit the headlines after several intimate
photos of her and conman Sukesh Chandrashekhar surfaced online

and went viral in January this year. The alleged couple was captured
sharing a mushy moment in the photo, that defined their bond with
each other. Reportedly, conman Sukesh had also released a handwrit-
ten letter to express his displeasure over the viral photos and confirmed
that he was in a relationship with the actress. Throughout the year,
Jacqueline was summoned several times by the Enforcement Director in
connection with her involvement in Sukesh Chandrasekhar money laun-
dering case. As per the ED, she consciously overlooked Sukesh's crimi-
nal past due to lure of money and continued to indulge in financial
transactions with him. In December, the actress had also sought per-
mission to travel to Bahrain to meet her mother, but withdrew her plea
after she was told by the court that the case is at crucial stage. 

While the entire country
waits rather

impatiently for
Shah Rukh Khan's
'Pathaan' to air, the
film has started
making headlines
even before its
release. The first
song 'Besharam
Rang' featuring
Deepika Padukone
and Shah Rukh
showcasing their
electric chemistry on a beautiful
coast of Spain, faced severe back-
lash a section, for an orange biki-
ni Deepika donned in one of the
sequences. Some of the critics
took the song lyrics - Besharam
(shameless) rang (colour) quite
literally and assumed that it was
an insult to Hinduism. Several
outfits and their leaders also
strongly objected to Deepika's
orange bikini and Shah Rukh's
green shirt and expressed their
displeasure saying their senti-
ments have been hurt. 

Saffron bikini row
in Pathaan

Enforcement Directorate grilled actor Vijay
Deverakonda for more than nine hours in connection

with the money laundering case registered after a com-
plaint was filed with the central agency stating that
hawala money was invested in the movie 'Liger' by a
top Telangana Rashtra Samithi leader. According to
sources, Vijay was questioned in a case related to an
alleged FEMA (Foreign Exchange Management Act,
1999) violation. Earlier on November 17, ED questioned
'Liger' producer Charmme Kaur over an alleged FEMA
violation. The film starring Vijay Deverakonda, Ananaya
Panday, Ramya Krishnan and Ronit Roy was made on a
budget of Rs 120 crore, but failed to mint money at the
Box Office. As per reports, the film failed to collect even
Rs 30 per cent of its investment. 

Hawala money used 
for Liger funding?

The year 2022 was a tumultuous one for global poli-
tics. The war in Ukraine upended the global economy -
still facing the effects of Covid-19 - and threatened
global peace and stability. Across the world, leaders
had to adapt to the changing scenarios while resolving
internal issues within their own countries. Europe was
nervous that it may face a situation akin to World
War II, the US was cautious not to begin a new Cold
War with Russia and China, countries in West Asia
witnessed unrest and the UK saw three prime minis-
ters in a span of a couple of months. Some leaders
managed to fight those adversities and lead their peo-
ple, while others wilted in the face of challenges.

PRIME MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi took a proac-
tive approach to ensure cessation of hostili-

ties in Ukraine. In the initial phases of the war,
when European and American leaders sided with
Ukraine, PM Modi made sure India sided with
peace and called Russian President Vladimir

Putin and Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky and urged them to give diplomacy a chance
- more than once. “Today’s era is not an era of war,

and I have spoken to you on the phone about this,”
PM Modi told Vladimir Putin - a remark that drew

praise and was even adopted by the G20 mem-
bers in their draft communique. In 2023, the

global focus on India as it hosts the G20 sum-
mit in New Delhi. PM Modi has

promised the world
that India will be-
come a global factory

and counter China’s
dominance of global trade

and supply chains. Amid the chaos,
PM Modi emerged as a global leader
who united the world.

W
hen Rishi Sunak lost the elec-
tions to Liz Truss early

September, he may have felt it
was over. But when the MP
from Richmond (Yorks)
became the prime minister
seven weeks later - the first
person of Indian descent to lead
the country which colonised
India for two centuries - he knew
that he is the prime minister that the
people of the UK needed and not the one that the
Conservative Party of the UK wants. But why shall the UK not
want Rishi Sunak to lead, despite him being the most eligible
candidate for the top job? The Conservative Party felt that by
electing Truss as Prime Minister they would have ticked the
liberal checkbox by selecting the UK’s second female prime
minister after Margaret Thatcher, ignoring the remarkable
work Sunak did as UK finance minister at the height of the
pandemic by saving jobs and extending furloughs. However,
Truss ended up being the UK’s shortest-serving former prime
minister, resigning after seven weeks. The same policies that
Sunak warned against, Truss implemented, leading to her
(and the UK economy’s) fall. 

UK PRIME MINISTER RISHI SUNAK

When Zelensky ignored US’
intelligence reports that

Russia would invade Ukraine,
he took a gamble. He chose
to trust his neighbour and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, but on February 24,
2022, when Russia struck Kyiv
with missiles he became a
laughing stock for his detractors.
The US was quick to offer him a safe route and become
a leader-in-exile, like the Allies did with French wartime
leader Charles de Gaulle when Hitler’s Nazi army invad-
ed France and installed Vichy as the French president at
the height of the second World War. “The fight is here; I
need ammunition, not a ride,” Zelensky reportedly said.
And 300 days later, he is still there, visiting frontlines,
meeting old Ukrainian mothers whose sons and daugh-
ters are fighting a war, speaking to children and assur-
ing them that he will be there, no matter what comes.
And it has boosted morale of the Ukrainian soldiers
fighting Russian troops. 

UKRAINE PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR ZELENSKY

If the so-called ‘woke mob’ is both-
ering you, help is not far away

and help has come in the form
of Florida’s Republican gover-
nor Ron DeSantis. After grab-
bing the headlines by imple-
menting the ‘Don’t Say Gay’
Law which bars classroom
instruction by school personnel
or third parties on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity may not occur
in kindergarten through grade 3 or in a manner that is not
age-appropriate or developmentally appropriate for stu-
dents, DeSantis emerged like a messiah for those who were
looking for a more palatable version of Donald Trump. His
fans were overjoyed when he was reelected as Florida gov-
ernor earlier as they chanted ‘two more years’. Yes, in two
more years DeSantis could be the US President, defeating
Joe Biden and the Democrats in the 2024 Presidential
Elections. “We fight the woke in the legislature. We fight
the woke in the schools. We fight the woke in the corpora-
tions. We will never, ever surrender to the woke mob.
Florida is where woke goes to die,” DeSantis said in his
speech, which was met with loud, raucous cheers. 

FLORIDA GOVERNOR RON DESANTIS

2022 was a record-setting year for
Emmanuel Macron. He was the

fourth French President to be
reelected to office and while
his critics were unsure of his
survival in French politics, but
he joined the ranks of Charles
de Gaulle, François Mitterrand
and Jacques Chirac. The liberals
in Europe heaved a sigh of relief
seeing far-right candidate Marine Le
Pen defeated - for the moment, France is an emblem of
democracy. Macron did not rest on his laurels. Macron
understood that Europe should not just rely on the US for its
own security, so he travelled to Kyiv and then to Moscow, to
meet Putin and convince him to end his ‘military operation’.
Macron in 2022 reminded people of former German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel. He emerged as one of Europe’s tallest
leaders, taking charge as neighbours grew wary of Putin
and his ambitions. “The job of a diplomat is to talk to every-
body and particularly to the people we disagree with,”
Macron said, in response to criticism from his eastern
European counterparts who were not happy when he said
‘Russia should not be humiliated’.

FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON

Tsai Ing-wen is readying
herself for a possible

Chinese invasion of Taiwan
and she knows that the day
will come. Chinese President
Xi Jinping has been clear -
reunify Taiwan with the
motherland, if required,
forcibly and Tsai Ing-Wen is
paying attention. She has
studied Volodymyr Zelensky
closely and extended support
to Ukraine because she
knows that nothing angers
autocrats more than flourish-
ing democracies extending
support to one another. She
also weathered the storm
quite remarkably when China
carried out war drills around
Taiwan in reaction to former
US House Speaker and
Democrat Nancy Pelosi’s
visit. According to several
experts, the war drills were
nothing but a preparation for
an invasion - that could come
as soon as 2027. But Tsai is
not scared. Speaking to the
Atlantic, she said that Taiwan
may be unfortunate to have a
big neighbour but that makes
Taiwan stronger. 

TAIWAN 
PRESIDENT 

TSAI-ING WEN

Ranveer Singh’s
nude

photoshoot
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Melbourne, Dec 28 (AP):

Dean Elgar’s weary
South Africa side faces a
difficult task to avoid a big
defeat in the second test
against Australia at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground with two days of
play remaining. South
Africa reached 15-1 in its
second innings at stumps
Wednesday, still requiring
371 more runs to make
Australia bat again. Given
that South Africa has
failed to score 200 in its
previous three innings in
this series, and its leading
batsman and captain
Elgar is already back in
the sheds, the odds are
against the touring team.

Only seven overs were
bowled in the evening ses-
sion before rain interrupt-
ed play, sparing South
Africa further misery on
day three.

South Africa had lost
Elgar for a duck in the sec-
ond over as rival captain
Pat Cummins struck a key
blow, removing the left-
hander caught behind off
the glove. Theunis de
Bruyn, dropped at slip on
three, is not out on six
with Sarel Erwee on
seven.

Resuming Wednesday
on 386-3, Australia de-
clared at tea on 575-8 in
reply to South Africa’s

first innings of 189.
Wicketkeeper Alex Carey
scored his maiden test cen-

tury for Australia, hitting
13 boundaries in his tally
of 111. Carey and

Cameron Green (51 not
out), who showed ad-
mirable composure
against the short ball de-
spite nursing a broken fin-
ger, shared a century stand
for the eighth wicket.

“I probably came out at
a good moment when the
bowlers were probably
pretty tired,” Carey said.

He said it was a special
moment to have his good
friend Green at the crease
when he reached his maid-
en century.

“To see him throw his
arms out meant a lot to
me. We’ve formed a really
good relationship on the
field but also off the field,”
Carey said. “It was huge
courage from him.”

South Africa bowling
coach Charl Langeveldt
said South Africa’s only
hope to save the match
would be to “bat time.”
“We take it hour by hour. If
we can bat two days, that
would be brilliant,” he
said.

Langeveldt said Anrich
Nortje (3-92 off 25 overs)
“bowled with a lot of heat”
but pace spearhead Kagiso
Rabada (2-144 off 28 overs)
needed to work on his con-
trol.

“The guys put in the ef-
fort. The only problem is
just our control,”
Langeveldt said. “Kagiso
wasn’t on song.”

Carey ton puts
Aus in box seat Karachi, Dec 28 (AP):

Kane Williamson’s first
international century for
almost two years put New
Zealand on top in the first
cricket test against
Pakistan on Wednesday.

Williamson, who
stepped down from the
captaincy in his team’s
first test tour to Pakistan
in 20 years, capitalized on
two missed stumpings to
hit an unbeaten 105 as the
Black Caps reached 440-6
at stumps on the third day,
a lead of two runs.

Tom Latham also made
his 13th test century, be-
coming the first New
Zealand opener to achieve
the feat, and Devon
Conway hit 92 as the visi-
tors dominated the spin-
ners on a slow turning
wicket.

Mystery spinner Abrar
Ahmed picked up 3-143
and left-arm slow bowler
Nauman Ali took 2-137 but
neither could wrestle con-
trol away from the batters.

Wicketkeeper Sarfaraz
Ahmed, making a test
comeback after four years,
fumbled stumping oppor-
tunities when Williamson
was on 15 and 21, while the
former skipper also over-
turned an lbw ruling
against Abrar through a
television referral.

It was Williamson’s first
international century
since his 238 against
Pakistan in Hamilton in
January 2021.

Tom Blundell (47) and
Daryl Mitchell (42) played
useful knocks and shared
half-century stands with
Williamson against some
scrappy Pakistan fielding.

Blundell was dropped
low down by Imam-ul-Haq
at short mid-wicket before
paceman Mohammad
Wasim had him lbw late in
the day. Mitchell, who
scored three centuries and

two half-centuries in the
three-test series against
England in June, smashed
four successive bound-
aries off Wasim after
Pakistan took the second
new ball.

Abrar removed Mitchell
and Latham to reverse
sweeps as the ball bal-
looned to close-in fielders
after hitting their gloves.

Captain Babar Azam

was among at least three
Pakistan players hit by a
virus and didn’t take the
field at the start. He stayed
off until half an hour
after lunch.

Salman Agha, who
made a maiden test hun-
dred in Pakistan’s first in-
nings 438, is unwell and
hasn’t fielded.

There was confusion
when substitute fielder
Mohammad Rizwan led
the team for a while.
However, team manage-
ment had named Sarfaraz
as the designated stand-in
skipper and he eventually
took charge because sub-
stitute fielders can’t cap-
tain a side. Latham raised
his 100 with a single off
Abrar before he fell for
113.

Resuming on 165-0,
Latham and Conway
stretched their opening
stand to a record 183 be-
fore Nauman struck in his
first over.

Conway had added 10 to
his overnight 82 but was
out lbw to a Nauman de-
livery which spun sharply
from the rough. Sarfaraz
successfully overturned
umpire Aleem Dar’s not-
out decision through a tel-
evision referral.

The opening stand bet-
tered New Zealand’s previ-
ous first-wicket record
against Pakistan when
Mark Richardson and
Matthew Bell shared a 181-
run partnership in
Hamilton in 2001.

Williamson, Latham tons put
Kiwis on top against Pakistan

Kane Williamson

Dubai, Dec 28 (PTI):

India left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh was on
Wednesday nominated for
the ICC Emerging
Cricketer of the Year hon-
our alongside Marco
Jansen, Finn Allen and
Ibrahim Zadran.

Voting for the award
will begin in January, said
the ICC in a release.

Arshdeep has made the
shortlist less than six
months after making his
international debut.

In 21 T20
Internationals, the lanky
pacer took 33 wickets at
an average of 18.12, pro-
viding breakthroughs
both with the new and old
ball.

Building on a strong
IPL career, India’s nation-
al setup took on the left-
arm quick, and he made
the most of the chance
with the team looking to
bounce back after a disap-
pointing 2021 T20 World
Cup. Arshdeep was also
handed an ODI cap on
India’s recent tour of New

Zealand, and the future is
bright for the 23-year-old.

In a short span of time,
Arshdeep came up with
memorable performanc-
es, including in the high-
pressure T20 World Cup
game against Pakistan at
the MCG. With swing and

pace at his disposal,
Arshdeep removed both
members of Pakistan’s
prolific opening pair. He
claimed Babar Azam with
his first ball lbw, before
taking the wicket of
Mohammad Rizwan at the
end of his next over.

Arshdeep Singh among nominees for
ICC Emerging Cricketer of Year Award

MMeellbboouurrnnee,,  DDeecc  2288  ((PPTTII))::

Injured Australian all-round-
er Cameron Green has said he
will do everything possible to
be fit for the gruelling four-
Test series against India,
beginning in early February
next year, as it was a massive
assignment.

While the 23-year-old, who
emerged the second-highest
earner ever in the history of
the IPL auctions in Kochi

recently, will miss the third
and final Test against South
Africa at Sydney due to a frac-
tured index finger, Green said
he wants to be quickly ready
for the “mentally and physical-
ly” challenging India tour.

The Border-Gavaskar Trophy
tour is crucial for both India
and Australia as the World Test
Championship final slots are at
stake for both sides, and Green
does not want to miss the
opportunity to be part of such

an important series. “It obvi-
ously hurts not playing for
Australia (in the final Test ver-
sus South Africa at Sydney).
I’ve played every game since I
debuted, so it’s going to feel a
bit weird watching Test cricket
from home,” said Green, who
suffered a serious finger injury
after getting hit by an Anrich
Nortje bouncer on Tuesday.

The tall all-rounder batted
through pain on Wednesday to
score an unbeaten half-centu-
ry before Australia declared
their first innings at 575 for
eight wickets at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground on
day three.

Though ruled out of the
Sydney Test, the all-rounder
who went to Mumbai Indians
for Rs 17.5 crore during the
IPL auction, has set his sights
on the India series.

“It’s a great (Australian
dressing room) environment to
be a part of so I’m definitely
going to miss it (in Sydney
Test). I’m going to do as much
as I can to get it right and try
to go to India,” Green was
quoted as saying by Cricket
Australia on Wednesday.

Will do everything possible to be fit
for Test series against India: Green

Dubai, Dec 28 (PTI):

Ravichandran Ashwin
and Shreyas Iyer on
Wednesday made signifi-
cant gains in the ICC
rankings after helping
India win the second
Test against Bangladesh
in Mirpur.

Ashwin has moved up
one slot and is joint-
fourth among bowlers
along with teammate
Jasprit Bumrah after fin-
ishing with six wickets
in the match.

He has also inched up
three places to 84th
among batters following
a crucial unbeaten
knock of 42 in the second
innings that enabled a
three-wicket victory and
won India crucial WTC
points. Ashwin, who has
been the No. 1 bowler
and all-rounder in the
past, has also earned

seven rating points in the
all-rounders’ rankings,
which are led by his com-
patriot Ravindra Jadeja.
Jadeja is currently on
369 rating points while
Ashwin is on 343.

Iyer, who partnered
Ashwin in an unbroken
71-run partnership that
steered the team to victo-
ry, has attained a career-
best 16th position.

Iyer’s scores of 87 and
29 not out have helped
him progress from 26th
position, his previous
best in the rankings.

Ashwin moves up to
joint fourth, Iyer jumps

10 spots to be 16th

A
sh

w
in ICC rankings

Manchester, Dec 28 (AP):

As Erik ten Hag con-
firmed Manchester
United’s ongoing search
for a new striker, his exist-
ing ones made up for
Cristiano Ronaldo’s de-
parture in a 3-0 win
against Nottingham
Forest.

Marcus Rashford and
Anthony Martial struck
first-half goals in the
game at Old Trafford as
United moved to within a
point of fourth-place
Tottenham.

However, if United’s
manager is to guide his
team to a top-four finish
in his first season at the
club, he is likely to need
more firepower to cover
the exit of Ronaldo, who
had his contract terminat-
ed last month.

Substitute Fred com-
pleted the scoring in the
87th minute but Ten Hag
was frustrated by a host of
missed opportunities.

“We have to score more
goals,” he said. “We creat-
ed so many chances and it
takes us just before the

end to score the third
goal. We need to take this
moment earlier.”

Rashford struck his
10th goal of the season
and Martial scored his
fifth in only five starts to

highlight their potential
as a partnership.

But Ronaldo’s exit fol-
lowing his explosive inter-
view with Piers Morgan
has left Ten Hag with lim-
ited options in attack.

United was linked with
a move for Netherlands
international Cody
Gakpo, who was one of
the standout performers
at the World Cup.
However, PSV Eindhoven
announced it had agreed
to sell the forward to
United’s top-four rival
Liverpool.

“I don’t talk about indi-
vidual cases. We are look-
ing for offensive players,
we are looking for a strik-
er,” Ten Hag said.

“It would be good be-
cause of all the games
coming, we are playing
every third day and it is
tough. I think we are al-
ways in the market, but it
has to match the sporting
criteria, but also the fi-
nancial criteria.

“We do what we can to
bring in any player we
can.” United’s attempts to
bring in a top quality for-
ward in January could be
hindered by the potential
sale of the club after own-
ers, the Glazers, con-
firmed their willingness
to consider giving up con-
trol.

Man United beats Forest 3-0

Nottingham Forest’s Nigerian striker Emmanuel Dennis
(L) fights for the ball with Manchester United’s
Brazilian midfielder Casemiro during the English
Premier League football match between Manchester
United and Nottingham Forest at Old Trafford in
Manchester, north west England.

New delhi, Dec 28:

While he has started bat-
ting in the nets, Rohit
Sharma is expected to be
fully fit by the end of the
first week of January, in
time for the ODI series
against Sri Lanka. That
made him unavailable for
the T20Is starting January
3. KL Rahul and Virat
Kohli have been rested
after the full tour of
Bangladesh. It is learnt
that neither of them asked
for the break, but the selec-
tors felt they needed the
rest. Jasprit Bumrah was
declared fit and was avail-
able for selection, but the
selectors don’t want to
rush him back. They want
to simulate training for
him that replicates the
workload of a proper
match, and see how he
holds up before he is
brought back to interna-
tional cricket.

That is also the reason
why Ravindra Jadeja, who
was earlier named in the
squad for the Bangladesh

tour, is still out of interna-
tional cricket. The selec-
tors now want to see him
in match simulation just
to be sure of his match fit-
ness. Rishabh Pant has
been sent to the NCA for
strength and conditioning
before the Test
series against
Au s t r a l i a .
The team
management
feels he will
have a key
role to play
in the Tests,
and needs this
housekeeping break
after playing 44 inter-

nationals this year. India
need to win three of four
Tests against Australia to
qualify for the World Test
Championship final.

A significant develop-
ment is the promotion of
Hardik Pandya to full-
time vice-captain in both
formats, which comes as
a recognition of his lead-
ership ability. That

should also be a
sign that the
place of Rahul,
the previous

vice-captain, is
not set in stone

in either white-
ball format.

HI announces cash
prize to boost morale
of Indian team ahead

of World Cup
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Hockey India on
Wednesday announced cash
prizes for the Indian team and
support staff ahead of next
month’s FIH men’s World Cup in
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela. India
will begin their campaign
against Spain from January 13
and HI decided to reward the
team members with Rs 25 lakh
each and the support staff with
Rs 5 lakh each for a gold medal-
winning feat at the prestigious
quadrennial event. A silver
medal would see the players
walk away with Rs 15 lakh and
the support staff would be
awarded Rs 3 lakh, while a
bronze medal will see them
being awarded with Rs 10 lakh
each, while the support staff
would be entitled to a prize of Rs
2 lakh. The decision was made
by Hockey India Executive
Board in a virtual meeting on
December 24. “Finishing on the
podium at a Senior Men’s
World Cup is not an easy task,
and we hope this announce-
ment will further increase the
motivation levels of the already
glory-hungry Indian Men’s
Hockey Team,” said HI presi-
dent Dilip Tirkey in a release.

Bumrah fit but selectors cautious, 
Pant sent to NCA before Australia Tests

Hardik Pandya
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Jammu, Dec 28 (PTI): 

With yet another inci-
dent of terrorists trying to
sneak into Kashmir by
hiding in a truck, security
experts have batted
strongly for the installa-
tion of vehicle scanners
along the highways.

Four heavily-armed ter-
rorists, travelling in a
truck to Kashmir after in-
filtrating from Pakistan,
were killed in a "chance
encounter" with security
forces here early
Wednesday morning, a po-
lice officer said.

The gunfight took place
around 7.30 am amid
dense fog near Tawi
Bridge in the Sidhra by-
pass area along the
J a m m u - S r i n a g a r
National Highway

It is a "major challenge"
for security forces which
have foiled over a dozen
such bids on national
highways in Jammu and
Kashmir by eliminating
several terrorists and re-
covering large quantities
of weapons and explosive
material during the past
few years.

"There is a long pending
demand of security forces
to install full body vehicle
scanners along the high-
way," security expert and
retired army officer Brig
Anil Gupta told PTI.

He said that in the ab-
sence of such scanners,
one cannot check each
and every truck.

Brig Gupta, who served
at the Nagrota-based 16
Corps headquarters, said
the "loophole is being ex-

ploited" by terrorists and
their supporters.

"I think the only solu-
tion to this is to have full
body scanners installed
at various locations along
highways with checking
made mandatory for ve-
hicles," he said.

Police had on
November 10 busted a ter-
ror module of Jaish-e-
Mohammad and arrested
three operatives from the
Narwal area, recovering
arms and ammunition
including three AK-56 ri-
fles, one pistol, nine mag-
azines and six grenades
from a Kashmir-bound
truck.

On April 22, police ar-
rested two persons in-
cluding the driver of a
truck who had ferried
terrorists in a truck from

the International Border
of village Supwal in
Samba district to
Sunjuwan where they
carried out a terror at-
tack in which two terror-
ists and one CISF officer
were killed and four se-
curity personnel were in-
jured.

Four suspected Jaish-
e-Mohammed terrorists,
who were hiding in a
truck, were killed on
November 17, 2020 in an
encounter with security
forces on the Jammu-
Srinagar National
Highway near Nagrota
in the outskirts of
Jammu city.

Three Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) mili-
tants were killed on
January 31, 2020 in a
gunbattle that broke out

after a group of terror-
ists, travelling in a truck,
opened fire at a police
team at a toll plaza on the
Jammu-Srinagar nation-
al highway on the out-
skirts of Jammu city.

Agartala, Dec 28 (PTI): 

BJP MLA Dibachandra
Hrangkhawal resigned
from the assembly on
Wednesday, becoming the
seventh legislator of the
ruling coalition in the state
to quit this year.
Hrangkhawal, a tribal MLA
of Karamcherra in Dhalai,
cited personal reasons for
his resignation, months
ahead of the assembly elec-
tions in the state.

"Today, I have submitted
my resignation as an MLA
to the secretary of the as-
sembly as speaker Ratan
Chakraborty was not
present. I have resigned
on personal grounds," he
told reporters.
Hrangkhawal, who was
the president of the state
Congress, switched over
to the BJP just before the
2018 assembly elections. "I
have not decided yet on
my next course of action
but will obviously remain
in politics since I am a po-

litical person," he said.
Hrangkhawal was ac-

companied to the assembly
by senior state Congress
leader Asish Kumar Saha,
who had resigned as a BJP
MLA earlier this year.
With this, the BJP lost four
of its MLAs this year.
Besides Saha, legislators
Sudip Roy Barman and
Burbo Mohan Tripura
also resigned earlier this
year. MLA Asish Das of
Surma constituency was
disqualified for his alleged
misconduct.

The Indigenous People's
Front of Tripura (IPFT), a

constituent of the BJP-led
government, also lost
three of its MLAs --
Dhananjoy Tripura,
Brishaketu Debbarma and
Mevar Kumar Jamatia.
The resignations of
Dhananjoy Tripura and
Mevar Kumar Jamatia
were accepted by the
speaker but Brishaketu
was disqualified on the ac-
count of "procedural
fault". BJP spokesperson
Subrata Chakraborty told
PTI that Hrangkhawal was
ailing for a long and was
not being able to perform
his duties.

Bhopal, Dec 28 (PTI): 

BJP leader and Madhya
Pradesh ex-chief minister
Uma Bharti has told the
Lodhi community that they
are free to vote for any
party by taking their own
interest into account.
Bharti belongs to the same
community, which comes
under the other backward
class or OBC category.

Bharti's message came
during her address at a con-
vention of marriageable
boys and girls of her com-
munity on December 25 in
Bhopal, though a purport-
ed video clip of her re-
marks surfaced on Tuesday
evening. Madhya Pradesh
is a BJP-governed state.
Bharti (63) said that she
was a loyal soldier of the

BJP and would seek votes
from her party's platform,
but the people of her com-
munity should take a deci-
sion on the basis of their
own interests. "I will come,
I will come on the platform
of my party, I will ask for
votes. I never say that if
you are a Lodhi then vote
for the BJP. I tell everyone
to vote for the BJP because
I am a loyal soldier of my
party. But I will expect a lit-
tle from you that you will
be a loyal soldier of the
party," she said. Bharti
said, "You have to see the
surroundings and look for
your interests. If you are
not a party worker or a
party voter, you have to de-
cide for yourself. We are in
the bond of love but from
my side, you are completely

free from the political bond-
ing." The state Congress
tweeted a video of Bharti's
address and said, "Big mes-
sage for Lodhi community -
Senior BJP leader and for-
mer Chief Minister Uma
Bharti has indicated to the
Lodhi community that now
there is no need to vote for
the BJP. Uma Bharti ji, wel-
come in the grand cam-
paign to save Madhya
Pradesh."

K K Mishra, chairman of
the media department of
the MP Congress
Committee, said that
Bharti has been trying to
re-establish her shrinking
political base in the BJP.
"But, we can't say as she
used to backtrack from her
announcements and state-
ments," he said.

Kota (Rajasthan), Dec 28 (PTI): 

Commercial flights to
Kota, which is home to the
coaching industry worth
Rs 6,000 crore, are yet to be
a reality even nearly three
decades after they were
suspended in 1995. A record
two lakh students are en-
rolled in various coaching
institutes this year. Once
an industrial hub, the city
has transformed into the
coaching capital of the
country in recent years.
However, air connectivity
till Kota remains a distant
dream.

Commercial flights from
Kota Airport were discon-
tinued in 1995 after the pas-

senger flow dried up follow-
ing the industrial recession
there. Coaching classes
were yet to take shape of an
industry in the 1990s.
According to a representa-
tive of a noted coaching in-
stitute here, lack of air con-
nectivity is a big setback.

"The students here are in
a very competitive atmos-
phere, the exam is tough
and the expectations are
high. Due to lack of air con-
nectivity, many parents are
not able to visit their chil-
dren regularly. Similarly,
even if there is a break, stu-
dents often decide to stay
back because of the travel
time and do not visit home.

"This cut off kind of de-

voids children of the kind
of moral support they can
get from the families. Air

connectivity can help ad-
dress these issues to a larg-
er extent," Nitesh Sharma,

a spokesperson for Allen
Career Institute told PTI.
His thoughts were echoed
by medical aspirant
Sanchit Garg, whose par-
ents run their own hospital
in Bhopal.

"The nearest airport is
Jaipur which is also a four-
and-a-half hour drive from
here. So even if they want
to take a weekend off, they
cannot visit me because
they will just get to spend
an hour or so with me after
that much effort. Many of
my friends are also on the
same boat whose families
do not have the time band-
width to travel by train or
other means of transport,"
he said.

‘Mumbai belongs to Maha,
not to anyone’s father’

Nagpur, Dec 28 (PTI): 

M a h a r a s h t r a
Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on
Wednesday said
Mumbai belongs to
the state and "not to
anyone's father"
while strongly con-

demning remarks made by
some Karnataka leaders
amid the raging boundary
dispute between the two
states.

Speaking in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly, Fadnavis said
the state's feelings will be
conveyed to the Karnataka
government and Union
Home Minister Amit
Shah, Raising the issue in
the House, Leader of
Opposition Ajit Pawar (of

Nationalist Congress
Party) claimed Karnataka
CM and ministers have
been hurting
Maharashtra's pride by
their remarks and the
Maharashtra govern-
ment's response is not in
the same coin.

"Law minister (of
Karnataka) Madhu
Swamy has demanded
that Mumbai should be
made a Union Territory.
(Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA) Laxman Savadi
said Mumbai belongs to
Karnataka and has
rubbed salt on the
Marathi people's wounds,"
Pawar said.

The NCP leader de-
manded that the chief
minister condemn this in
strong words. Fadnavis
said, "Mumbai belongs to

Maharashtra and not to
anyone's father. We will
not tolerate anyone stak-
ing claim over Mumbai
and we will put forth our
feelings before the
Karnataka government
and Union home minister."

He said Union minister
Shah will be requested to
reprimand such "motor-

mouths". In a meeting be-
tween the chief ministers
of the two states with
Shah, it was decided that
no fresh claim would be
laid by any of the two par-
ties, he said.

"The comments by
Karnataka MLAs or the
Karnataka Congress presi-
dent are contrary to what
was decided. Will not toler-
ate any claim staked on
Mumbai. We condemn this.
We will send a letter (to
Karnataka government)
condemning these state-
ments," Fadnavis said.

"(These comments) are
not in line what was de-
cided in the meeting with
the Union home minister.
It will be brought to the
notice of the Union home
minister," Fadnavis
added.
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A tourist poses for a photograph with an artist having long moustache, in Bikaner, Wednesday.

ENJOYING HOLIDAYS

People living in slums at the site after Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Ranchi district administration demolished
their houses near railway tracks during an anti-encroachment drive, in Ranchi, Wednesday.

ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE
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Devendra Fadnavis

28 years since they were suspended,
commercial flights yet to land in Kota

Kota airport where non commercial flights land.
Commercial flights have been suspended since 1995. 

UMA BHARTI TO LODHI COMMUNITY

‘You are free to vote for any party’

Another BJP MLA resigns in TripuraAMU looking into
scuffle involving

Kashmiri students
Aligarh, Dec 28 (PTI):
The Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) is
looking into the
December 24 scuffle be-
tween two groups of
students -- one from
Kashmir and another
from eastern Uttar
Pradesh -- and will take
"stringent measures" to
ensure safety of stu-
dents on the campus, of-
ficials said on
Wednesday.

The university will
also find out the rea-
sons behind other
such clashes in recent
past, they said. An al-
tercation broke out on
Saturday night, when
Jibran, a Kashmiri
student residing in an
AMU hostel, allegedly
objected to a game of
badminton being
played outside his
hostel room by a
group of students
from eastern UP.

"We have initiated a
time bound process for
ascertaining the rea-
sons behind the recent
incidents. The univer-
sity will stringently fol-
low all measures and
steps for ensuring the
safety and security of
all students at the cam-
pus," AMU spokesman
Omar S Peerzada told
PTI. Peerzada did not
specify any timeline
for initiating measures
but said it would come
soon.

AMU Proctor Prof
Mohammad Waseem
Ali has denied any neg-
ligence on Saturday's
fight and said that the
issue had been blown
out of proportion.

He said that the inci-
dent was triggered
when a Kashmiri stu-
dent had objected to the
din caused by a bad-
minton game which
was being played just
outside his room.

Spotlight again on demand to install vehicle scanners 
On highways following Jammu encounter


