
Bus overturns 
BBiijjaappuurr:: Two persons
were killed and five oth-
ers injured after a bus in
which they were travel-
ling overturned in Bijapur
district on Sunday, a sen-
ior police official said.

Minor fire 
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
on the third floor of a
five-storey building in
suburban Kandivali here,
but nobody was injured in
the incident, an official
said. The blaze erupted in
Geetanjali Building in
Samta Nagar locality in
the afternoon, the fire
brigade official said.

Prez visit
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: President
Droupadi Murmu will visit
the Srisailam temple in
Nandyal district in Andhra
Pradesh to inaugurate a
project of the Tourism
Department 'Prasad' on
Monday, officials said on
Sunday. Murmu will be
reaching the temple town
in chopper from
Hyderabad, they said.

Arrested 
JJaammmmuu:: An over-ground
worker (OGW) of terror-
ists was arrested in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district on
Sunday, police said. A pis-
tol and some ammunition
were seized from his pos-
session, they said. Tayab
Khan, a resident of Salwa,
was arrested in a joint
search and cordon opera-
tion by the police and the
Army in the Mendhar
area, a police official said.

Mishap
RRaaiisseenn:: Two medical stu-
dents were killed when
their motorcycle hit a road
divider in Madhya
Pradesh's Raisen district,
police said on Sunday. The
accident took place on
Saturday evening on
Bhopal-Jabalpur highway
near Obedullahganj, about
100 km from the district
headquarters, they said.

Bird flu
KKoottttaayyaamm:: Over 6,000
birds were culled in three
separate panchayats of
Kerala's Kottayam district
where a bird flu outbreak
has been confirmed. A
total of 6,017 birds, most-
ly ducks, were killed on
Saturday in the Vechur,
Neendoor and Arpookara
panchayats of the district,
a release from the district
administration said.

Militant attack
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A man escaped
unhurt after two motorcy-
cle-borne militants shot at
him in Jammu and
Kashmir's Shopian district
on Sunday, officials said.
The militants fired three
pistol rounds at Waseem
Ahmad Wani (27), resident
of Heerpora area of
Shopian, the officials said.
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A child dressed as Santa at
Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic

Church on Christmas, in New
Delhi, Sunday.
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Kanker, Dec 25: 

A head constable of the
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) was killed
after his subordinate al-
legedly opened fire at him
with a rifle in the state's
Kanker district on Sunday,
police said.

The incident took place
on Sunday morning at a
government college in
Kanker where the CAF's
11th battalion was de-
ployed for security duty as
a strong room was set up
in the institute for the re-
cently held bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly seat in the dis-
trict, Superintendent of
Police Shalabh Sinha said.

As per preliminary in-

formation, an argument
broke out between consta-
ble Purushottam Singh
and head constable
Surendra Bhagat over
some issue following
which Singh allegedly
opened fire with an Insas
rifle, he said. Bhagat died

on the spot in the firing, he
added. Singh subsequently
locked himself in a room
with the weapon. After
senior officials persuaded
him, he came out of the
room following which he
was taken into custody, the
official said.

Mirpur, Dec 25 (PTI): 

India defeated Bangladesh
by three wickets in the sec-
ond and final Test to clinch
the series 2-0 here on Sunday.

Chasing 145, India re-
sumed at 45 for four but lost
three wickets early before
Shreyas Iyer (29 not out) and
Ravichandran Ashwin (42
not out) held fort to guide the
visitors home in 47 overs.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
(5/63) was the top performer

with the ball for Bangladesh.
Earlier, India dismissed
Bangladesh for 231 in their

second innings to set them-
selves a target of 145. Litton
Das (73) led Bangladesh's
fightback on the third day
with seven fours in his 98-
ball innings. For India,
Umesh Yadav (1/32) re-
moved the dangerous Zakir
Hasan (51) just after the
southpaw struck a fifty,
while Axar (3/58) claimed
the scalps of Mehidy (0) and
Nurul Hasan (31) in the sec-
ond session. India won the
first Test by 188 runs.

Jashpur, Dec 25: 

Thousands of people as-
sembled at Jashpur's
Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Rosary, ranked as the
second largest church in
Asia in terms of seating
capacity, and other places
across Chhattisgarh to cel-
ebrate the Christmas festi-
val.

The church located in
Jashpur's Kunkuri town
has the capacity to accom-
modate nearly 10,000 peo-
ple.

In capital Raipur and
other major cities of the
state, churches were
decked up with lights and
Christmas trees where a
large number of people in
formal attire gathered late

Saturday night to attend
the midnight masses and
prayers on Sunday morn-
ing. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
the celebration at St Paul's
Cathedral in Byron Bazar
area of Raipur on Sunday
morning and prayed for
the prosperity of the

state's people. The celebra-
tions could not be held
with full fervour in the last
two years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but
this time people were seen
exchanging greetings out-
side churches in
Christ ian-dominated
areas of the state.

Thousands of people
from the Christian com-
munity congregated at the
Our Lady of the Rosary
Cathedral in Kunkuri
town of Jashpur on
Saturday night and offered
prayers till the wee hours
of Sunday, the church
Bishop Emmanuel
Kerketta told reporters.

The church is located in
the tribal Christians-domi-
nated Jashpur district in

the northern part of
Chhattisgarh.

At the Shanti Bhavan
church in Jashpur town,
around 2,000 Christian
families from 16 villages in
the vicinity gathered to
mark the celebration.

For the last two years,
people exchanged greet-
ings online, but this time,
everyone got the opportu-
nity to celebrate the festi-
val with traditional gaiety,
said J Majju, an assistant
professor at the St Thomas
College Bhilai (Durg dis-
trict). CM Baghel in a
tweet said, "Greetings and
best wishes to all people
belonging to Christian
community in the state on
the occasion of
'Christmas'".

Srinagar, Dec 25 (PTI): 

A huge cache of arms
and ammunition and "war-
like stores", including AK-
74 rifles, Pakistani-origin
hand grenades and balloons
with I Love Pakistan' mark-
ings, were recovered along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Uri Sector of Jammu and
Kashmir's Baramulla dis-
trict, an Army officer said
on Friday.

The recoveries were
made at a time when there
is huge desperation on the
Pakistani side to either in-
filtrate terrorists or smug-
gle war-like stores into
Kashmir as the number of
ultras and arms and ammu-
nition was at an all-time
low in the Valley, he said.

Giving details, General
Officer Commanding
(GOC) of Army's 19
Infantry Division Major

General Ajay Chandpuria
said based on intelligence
inputs received from multi-
ple intelligence agencies
over a period of two weeks
about infiltration attempts
and dumping of war-like
stores by terrorists in the
Hathlanga area of Rampur
Sector in Uri, multiple am-

bushes and search opera-
tions were conducted along
the LoC.

On Friday, a search oper-
ation was launched in the
general area of Hathlanga
Nala which lasted for eight
hours and concluded with
the recovery of arms, am-
munition and war-like

stores, he said. The recover-
ies include eight AK-74 ri-
fles, 24 AK-74 rifle maga-
zines, 560 7.62mm AK-74 live
ammunition, 12 .30mm
Chinese pistols, 24 Chinese
pistol magazines, 244
.30mm pistol live ammuni-
tion, nine Chinese hand
grenades, five Pakistani-
origin hand grenades, 81
balloons with "I Love
Pakistan" marking on
them, and five synthetic
gunny nags with Pakistani
marking, the Army officer
said.

"The situation is near
normal in Kashmir valley
as the number of terrorists
and the availability of war-
like stores is at an all-time
low. So, there is huge des-
peration from the other side
to either infiltrate terror-
ists or smuggle war-like
stores," he told reporters in
Baramulla.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Indian security agencies
have carried out a major de-
fence infrastructure re-
vamp including creation of
ramps for army tanks and
strengthening of BSF
bunkers along the
International Border with
Pakistan, since the two
sides announced a military
ceasefire in 2021, officials
said.

The first phase of the in-
frastructure renovation
and creation of some new
ones has been recently com-
pleted on a stretch of 26
kilometres along the front
in Jammu while another 33
kilometres in the same re-

gion is being carried out, of-
ficial sources told PTI.

Jammu shares a 192 km-
long front of the total 2,289
kilometres of the India -
Pakistan IB before it runs
down towards Gujarat and
Rajasthan on the country's
western flank. The Line of
Control (LoC) between the
two neighbours falls major-
ly in Kashmir and it is
about 772 kilometres long.

The defence infrastruc-
ture work that has been un-
dertaken includes creation
and revamp of multiple
DCBs (ditch-cum-bandhs),
maintenance of damaged
border fence, creation of
ramps for movement of
army tanks to the forward
areas, upgrade of Border
Security Force 'morchas'

(troop posts), bunkers and
locations for installation of
surveillance and other pro-
tection mechanism, offi-
cials said.

The work is being under-
taken through the funds re-
ceived from the Union
Home ministry, they said.

Officials said these works
were initiated and the first
phase was completed (on 26
kms) after India and
Pakistan renewed their
ceasefire agreement along
the front in Jammu and
Kashmir on February 20,
2021. "The other side too is
undertaking similar works
and both sides keep each
other informed in case a
major work is undertaken
near the fence," a senior
BSF officer said.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

The outgoing year 2022
has been inspirational and
wonderful for India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday as he cited
many gains the country
made in the period, carv-
ing for itself a "special
place" in the world.

In his last 'Mann ki Baat'
episode of the year, Modi
also cited a Tata Memorial
Centre's research to assert
that the country's tradi-
tional methods like yoga
and ayurveda are now
standing up to the touch-
stone of evidence-based
medicine of the modern
era. An intensive research

done by this centre has re-
vealed that yoga is very ef-
fective for breast cancer pa-
tients, he said, noting that
it is the first such study.

Lauding the country's
feats in 2022, he said it at-
tained the status of the
world's fifth largest econo-
my, achieved the record
surpassing "incredible" fig-
ure of 220 crore Covid vac-
cine doses and crossed the

"magical" export figure of
USD 400 billion (one bil-
lion=100 crore) .

The country adopted and
lived its resolution of 'self-
reliant India' and wel-
comed its first indigenous
aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant and also attained
glory in space, drone and
defence sectors in the year,
he added. Modi said, "In
2022, the strength of people
of the country, their coop-
eration, their resolve, their
vast success was of such
magnitude that it would be
difficult to include all of
those in 'Mann Ki Baat'.
2022 has indeed been very
inspiring and wonderful in
many ways."

Kathmandu, Dec 25 (PTI):

President Bidya Devi
Bhandari on Sunday
appointed CPN-Maoist
Centre chairman
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda' as the new
Prime Minister of
Nepal.
Prachanda has been
appointed as the Prime Minister
of Nepal as per the Article 76
Clause 2 of the Constitution,
according to a statement issued
by the President's Office here.
The President had called any
member of the House of
Representatives, who can gar-
ner a majority with support
from two or more parties as
stipulated in the Article 76

clause 2 of the Constitution to
submit a claim for the Prime
Minister's post.
Prachanda, 68, had submitted

the claim before the
deadline given by the
President expired at 5
pm on Sunday.
The swearing in ceremo-
ny of the newly-appoint-
ed Prime Minister will
take place at 4 pm on
Monday, according to

the President's Office.
Prachanda along with CPN-UML
chairman K P Sharma Oli,
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)
president Ravi Lamichhane,
Rastriya Prajatantra Party chief
Rajendra Lingden among other
top leaders earlier went to the
President's Office with a pro-
posal to appoint him as the new
Prime Minister, sources said.

Agra (UP), Dec 25 (PTI): 

A 40-year-old man, who re-
turned from China two days
back, has tested positive for
COVID-19 following which
he has been isolated at his
home here, Chief Medical
Officer Arun Srivastava said
on Sunday.

His samples will be sent to
Lucknow for genome se-
quencing, he said. "The man
has been isolated at his home
and teams of the health de-
partment have been asked to
conduct tests of his family
members and those who
came in contact with him,"
Srivastava added. The man
returned to Agra from China

via Delhi on December 23 fol-
lowing which he was tested
at a private lab. The report
came out positive for Covid,
he added. This the first Covid
positive case in the district
detected after November 25,
officials said. Amid a surge
in Covid cases in some coun-
tries, including China, the
Centre has ramped up its
anti-coronavirus measures.

The Centre had said RT-
PCR test would be made
mandatory for passengers
from China, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Thailand and asked states to
conduct a mock drill on
December 27 to ensure readi-
ness of health facilities in-
cluding medical oxygen gen-
eration plants.

FIT OF ANGER

CAF jawan shoots
dead head constable

Accused jawan being taken away after the incident.

The incident took place on
Sunday morning at a govern-
ment college in Kanker where
the CAF's 11th battalion was
deployed for security duty as a
strong room was set up in the
institute for the recently held
bypoll to Bhanupratappur
Assembly seat in the district. As
per preliminary information, an
argument broke out between
constable Purushottam Singh
and head constable Surendra
Bhagat over some issue follow-
ing which Singh allegedly
opened fire with an Insas rifle.
Bhagat died on the spot in the
firing. Singh subsequently locked
himself in a room with the
weapon. After senior officials
persuaded him, he came out of
the room following which he was
taken into custody.

About the mishap

India beat B’desh, win series 2-0

Indian team poses with the trophy after wining second cricket test match against Bangladesh in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Sunday.

BBaannggllaaddeesshh:: 227 & 231 all out
in 70.2 overs (Litton Das 73,
Zakir Hasan 51; Axar Patel
3/68).
IInnddiiaa:: 314 and 145 for 7 in 47
overs (Ravichandran Ashwin
42 not out, Axar Patel 26,
Shreyas Iyer 29 not out;
Mehidy Hasan Miraz 5/63).

Brief Scores

‘War-like stores recovered from Uri sector’

Arms, ammunition and other War Likes Stores along the Line of
Control recovered during a joint search operation by Army and
J&K police conducted on Dec. 24. 

‘Major infra revamp
taken up at border areas’ 
̈ At IB in J&K

Thousands offer Christmas prayers
at Asia’s second largest church 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITY

A woman offers rose at a church on the occasion of Christmas festival, in Kolkata, Sunday.

‘MANN KI BAAT’

‘India carved special
place for itself in world’

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Agra man who returned
from China tests positive’
̈ For COVID-19’

Prachanda returns
as Nepal PM

̈ With Oli’s support

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25:
Department of Sociology of
St Thomas College organ-
ised a one day workshop on
'Mind Mastery: A
Reprogrammer in
Learning'. The main objec-
tive of the workshop was to
adapt various tricks and
techniques of learning
with fun and master our
mind to reprogram for
learning even the most ab-
stract concepts.

Dr Joby PA, psychologist,
mind trainer, hypnothera-
pist and career counsellor
was the resource person of
the workshop. The session
was quite interesting and
interactive that kept the
students involved in the ac-
tivities of the workshop.

Principal Dr MG

Roymon, expressed his
gratitude and felicitated
the guest speaker with a
memento as a token of love
and congratulated him for
making the workshop
worth interesting and
mind boggling.

Administrator of the
college, Rev Father Dr
Joshi Varghese appreciat-
ed the guest speaker for in-
troducing such a topic for
the workshop. Deepti

Santosh, Head in charge of
Sociology Department,
welcomed the Resource
Person and Dr Hari
Prakash Sonwani,
Assistant Professor
Sociology Department, ex-
tended his support for the
smooth accomplishment of
the workshop. Sheryil P
Anil, member of student
association of sociology
department proposed the
vote of thanks.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2255::  DAV Public School
Hudco celebrated its Annual
Function for its senior wing with
grandeur and brio. The grand-
stand was dignified by chief
guest Dr Aruna Paha (Vice-
Chancellor, Hemchand
University, Durg) and Guest of
Honour Gitesh Kumar (IRS, Joint
Commissioner Income Tax,
Bhilai). 

The other distinguished digni-
taries present were BP Sahu
(ARO Cum Principal, Nandini),
Ravi Bhaskaran (Principal DAV,
Jamul), AB Purung (President,
LMC), PKJha (Chairman, LMC),
Surendra Gupta (Arya Samajist),
Priyanka Shukla  (HM, DAV
ISPAT, Sec 2) and Madam
Subrata Kar.

Commencing on a devotional
note with the lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp, by the eminent
guests, the programme ad-
vanced with the bouquet presen-
tation followed by welcome song

and dance. Prashant Kumar
(DRO and Principal DAV Public
School, Hudco) extended a
warm welcome to the digni-
taries, Media Personages and
Parents and presented the
School Annual Report. 

He read out the achievements
of the school both academic and
co-curricular and wished suc-
cess to the students who could
not make up for the prizes. His
address was followed by cultural
programs and felicitation of the
achievers and toppers of differ-
ent stream, best all rounder,
best student, best sports person,
best reader and special prizes
were awarded to Jasraj Sandhu,

Priyansh Bhaduri, Anmol
Malviya and Dhairya Kasar for
their fabulous achievement and
nomination in National Children
Science Congress making it a
special and memorable moment
for everyone.

Moments of the function were
marked by the precious words of
advice and appreciation by the
chief guest, during an address to
the parents. She specifically laid
special emphasis on the impor-
tance of the School in shaping
the character of the child and
applauded DAV's role in impart-
ing best education to the chil-
dren.

The spectacular cultural pro-

gram was an incredible amalga-
mation of various hues. The
event flagged off with melodious
welcome song and dance.
Students dazzled the spectators
with Classical, Semi Classical
Fusion, Ethnic Folk fusion and
Contemporary dance and made
them spell bound. 

The Hindi skit 'Hamari
Sabhyata' showcased how the
today's generation in the name
of development, success and
growth are leaving their custom,
culture and tradition behind. On
the contrary the English skit 'IT-
A Boon or a Bane' displayed that
though IT is empowering people
but it will always remain as a

good slave and a bad master. 
The contemporary dance by

the students of class VI to XI
concluded the cultural program
and made the audience spell-
bound. The highlight of the
event was the conduction of
Master and Miss DAV for which
the students went through many
levels of tough scrutiny to reach
in the top four. The jury mem-
bers after evaluating the final-
ists declared Laavanya Sharma
as Miss DAV and Mrinal Das as
Master DAV.

The guest of honour in his
blessing opined that DAV, Hudco
is one of the reputed schools of
Bhilai and the credit for taking it
to such height of success goes to
the relentless and dedicated ef-
forts of its entire staff. He fur-
ther added that DAV Hudco ex-
cels in all fields of learning and
congratulated the school for
carving a niche for themselves.
The program came to an end
with the Shanti Path followed by
the National Anthem.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2255:: Steel Workers
Federation of India (SWFI)
General Secretary and CITU
leader Lalitmohan Mishra has
demanded from the SAIL man-
agement to withdraw the Notice
through which the Junior Officer
examination has been post-
poned on unclear grounds. In his
letter to the SAIL management,
Mishra said from the circular No
Per/IR & W/E-438/22 dated 22nd
December, 2022, they came to
know that the JO examination
has been postponed. 

But keeping in mind the per-
spective of the aspirant workers
who worked hard for the same,
cancelling examinations would
mark as a discriminatory act on
the part of the management.
Steel Workers' Federation of
India (SWFI) vehemently

protests the attitude of the man-
agement. SAIL being a corporate
entity should not have indulged
in this type of erratic discrimina-
tory behaviour. SWFI requested
to immediately withdraw the
said whimsical Notice on three
grounds.

Speaking about the first
ground, Mishra said that it is
mention worthy that reason
shown in said Notice for cancel-
lation of said examination is
most unspecific and evasive
which is already giving rise to a
vivid and very reasonable doubt
in mind of every stake holder of
said Examination that your au-
thority concerned is shying away
from revealing material facts for
the sole purpose of cancellation
of said Examination on some fic-
titious grounds.

That as per communication of
Director (Personnel), dated 23rd

December, 2022, it has been
learnt that root cause for is-
suance of said Notice is divul-
gence of 'some discrepancies' at
Bokaro Steel Plant under the
leadership of CGM I/C
(Personnel). It is superfluous to
mention here that the entire
onus for such discrepancy lies on
your authority concerned and it
would be extremely unfair if bur-
den of such failure is heaped
upon JO aspirants of other Units
who have cleared the said
Examination by the dint of merit
and hard work.

That almost all of the exami-
nees are invested with several
social and familial obligations
and responsibilities, so it would
be almost impossible for them to
keep the same tenacity for fac-
ing the same examination again
and there is a great possibility
that a good number of candi-

dates who had passed this exam
may remain unsuccessful the
next time which would in-
evitably prove to be a hatching
ground for unlimited disputes,
litigation before quasi-judicial
and judicial authorities.
Moreover, it may act as a pivotal
factor for growing resentment
among employees. At this junc

ture your authority concerned
is requested to withdraw said
Notice with immediate effect for
all Units, other than Bokaro Steel
Plant and give effect of the earli-
er notice by conducting the per-
sonal interviews as scheduled.
SAIL's authority concerned may
conduct a separate written test
for those who appeared at the
said Examination from Bokaro
Steel Plant and conduct their
personal interviews accordingly
after publishing the result of
the same.

Twin-city celebrates Christmas with fervour

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25: On
Sunday, twin-city Durg -
Bhilai celebrated
Christmas with gaiety
and religious fervour. The
celebrations were held at
all the churches in the
city. Dressed in their fin-
ery, people visited church-
es to exchange wishes and
offer prayers. People at-

tended the special church
service to celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ and
sought his blessings.

Religious fervour
marked the Christmas
celebrations as people at-
tended carols, masses and
special prayers at church-
es on Saturday midnight
and Sunday morning.
Special prayers were of-
fered at churches and the

pastors rendered select
chapters from the Holy
Bible. They exhorted the
community members to
be good to others and set
an example.

Churches, educational
institutions and hotels
were decorated with
lights. Christmas trees
and cribs were seen at
churches and establish-
ments. Stars, lights and

candles lit up the church-
es as the festive spirit con-
tinued not only among
Christians, but also
among the common pub-
lic.

At many churches, wel-
fare activities were also
conducted along with the
Christmas celebrations.
Members of the churches
collected items to be do-
nated to the poor.

Dispute over installation of Atal Ji’s statue
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25: On
Sunday, the party workers
of Congress and BJP re-
portedly clashed over the
dispute arising from the
installation of a statue of
former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee at a
garden in Sant Ravidas
Nagar of Camp-2,
Chhawani. The clash had
almost turned violent
when the administration
intervened and the cops
managed to diffuse the
tension.

However, a brawl-like
situation continued for
several hours at the venue.
The BJPians managed to
install the statue at the
garden but were not able
to unveil it. The adminis-
tration has sealed the en-
tire garden by imposing
Section 145 of CrPC.

The administration
would hear the arguments
of both the parties to find
some amicable solution
for this dispute. Till then,
the garden would remain
sealed. It needs to be men-
tioned here that a garden
has been developed on the
land of BSP at ward 37,
Camp-2 of Chhawani area.

On Sunday, the BJP
party workers organised a
programme here and
were installing a statue of

Late Atal Ji. In the mean-
while, some Congress
party workers and locals
raised objections and
asked the BJPians to
show the permission for
installing the statue. On
information, a team of
Chhawani Police Station
reached the spot and tried
to diffuse the tension.

As the situation was
going out of control, CSP
Prabhat Kumar also
reached the spot with ad-

ditional police force.
Meanwhile, MP Vijay
Baghel reached the spot
and insisted on allowing
the installation of the stat-
ue. He stated that permis-
sion has been sought from
the BSP management. As
any official reply has not
come in 30 days, it is con-
sidered as consent.

Tension prevailed at
the garden till late
evening. The BJPians in-
stalled the statue during
this period. Finally, the
administration imposed
section 145 of CrPC and
sealed the garden.
Policemen have been de-
ployed here to guard the
garden round the clock.
The dispute will be heard
by a committee headed by
the District Collector. As
per the decision of this
committee, further action
would be taken.

Risali Mahotsava begins with a grand procession

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25: Risali
Municipal Corporation is
going to celebrate its
foundation day on
December 26. "Risali
Mahotsava" has been or-
ganised on the occasion.
A day before the
Foundation Day, the
Block Congress
Committee took out a

grand procession.
The procession was

named as "Samman
Rally", through which the
Congress party workers
expressed gratitude to-
wards Home Minister and
local MLA Tamradhwaj
Sahu for his successful ef-
forts in the constitution of
a separate Municipal
Corporation for Risali.

Moving across various

localities of Risali, State
Congress General
Secretary Jitendra Sahu
invited the citizens to par-
ticipate in the Mahotsava
to be held on December 26.

Tableaux displaying
the achievements of the
state government were a
part of this rally.
Congmen tried to make
the people aware of the
achievements of the state

government through
these tableaux.

The rally started from
Ward 7 Risali Sector East
Sports Ground. Risali
Corporation Mayor
Shashi Sinha, Sarita
Sahu, Mayor in Council
members and women cor-
porators were seen in tra-
ditional costumes.

The main objective of
this rally was to express

gratitude to MLA and
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, who
played a vital role in the
formation of Risali
Municipal Corporation.
Now this civic body is
going to celebrate its
third Foundation Day.

In the last three years,
the Risali Municipal
Corporation made the
public welfare schemes

reach to the residents of
this area. The rally was
led by State Congress
General Secretary
Jitendra Sahu.

Block Congress
President Mukund Bhau,
Chandrakant Kore,
Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Speaker Keshav
Banchore, Corporators,
Aldermen, Youth
Congress, NSUI, Mahila

Congress Risali and office
bearers of Rajiv Yuva
Club were present.

In the Samman Rally,
women corporators and
aldermen of Risali
Corporation had taken
out attractive tableaux on
four different tractors. A
glimpse of the
Chhattisgarh culture and
other schemes were visi-
ble apart from the Urban

Gauthan, Atmanand
School, Narva Garuva
Ghurva and Bari scheme
etc. There were more
than 400 bikes and cars in
the rally.

The rally was accorded
a rousing welcome at all
the traffic junctions. To
give grandeur to the rally,
the workers were holding
the Congress flag in their
hands.
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Mayor and Congmen participate in traditional attire

Preparations underway for 151
Kundiya Gayatri Mahayajna

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25: The local
unit of All World Gayatri
Pariwar has organised 151
Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna to celebrate the
silver jubilee of
Ashwamedha Yajna which
was organised in Bhilai in
the year 1993. The 151
Kundiya Yajna will be held
during 27 to 30 December at
Sector 7 Dussehra Ground.
Preparations are underway
for this mega event. The
preparations had begun at
the venue after bhoomipu-
jan held on December 04.

The preparations are
being made under the su-
pervision of AWGP
Chhattisgarh Zone
Coordinator Adarsh

Verma, Zone Advisor Dilip
Panigrahi, Sub Zone
Coordinator SP Singh and
other senior members. The
mega religious programme
would begin with Kalash
Yatra on December 27. On
December 28, the pro-
gramme would begin with
group meditation, chanting
and pranayam at 06:00 hrs.
At 08:00 hrs, Dev Pujan and
Agni Sthapana would be
held after which Gayatri

Mahayajna would begin.
Around 15:00 hrs, a conven-
tion has been organised for
the AWGP members.
Devotional music pro-
gramme would be held in
the evening during which
the representatives of
Shantikunj Haridwar
would deliver sermons.

On December 29, group
meditation and chanting
will be held early in the
morning followed by

Mahayajna. The Women's
Convention will begin from
14:00 hrs. Dev Sanskriti
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya would deliver the
sermon in the evening.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Dr Chinmay
Pandya is grandson of one
of the greatest scholars,
seers, philosophers of re-
cent times in India - Pt
Shriram Sharma Acharya
(1911-1990), who was the
founder of All World
Gayatri Pariwar. The pro-
gramme for the day would
conclude with Deep Yajna.
On December 30,
Mahayajna would begin at
08:00 hrs and conclude with
Mahapurnahuti in the 
afternoon.

SWFI demands immediate withdrawal
of JO exam cancellation notice

DAV Hudco dazzles on its Senior Wing Annual Day Workshop on ‘Mind Mastery: A
Reprogrammer in Learning’ held



DOG SHOW

Dogs of different breeds participating in various competitions  under dog show or-
ganised by Chhattisgarh Canine Association at Ram Mangalam Lawn, Pachpedi
Naka here on Sunday.

Annual Alumni day celebrated at NIT Raipur
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 25: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized
“Annual Alumni Day
2022” meeting session on
December 25, 2022 along
with Alumni Association,
NIT Raipur. Dr AB Soni,
Director (I/C), NIT
Raipur was the Chief
Guest of the event.
Alumni meet session was
organized at the
Institute’s Golden Tower.
The session was conduct-
ed under the guidance of
Mahesh Kumar Chandak,
1988 batch, Department of
Mechanical Engineering
and Alok Awadhiya, 1994
batch, Department of
Chemical Engineering.

The event was inaugu-
rated with the registra-
tion and fellowship cere-
mony, in where along
with the Director of the
Institute, Dr Samir
Bajpai, Head, Career
Development Cell, and Dr
Chandrakant Thakur,
Assistant Professor,
Chemical Engineering
were also present. This
was followed by the inau-
guration ceremony of the
newly constructed confer-
ence hall and board room
for the Alumni
Association. Thereafter,
the batches of 1962, 1972,
1987 and 1997 were taken
to the Golden Tower,
where the Director of the
Institute was also pres-
ent.

The session started
with lamp lighting cere-
mony at the Golden
Tower and by worshiping
Maa Saraswati. The
guests were welcomed
with welcome speech by
KD Diwan, President,
Alumni Association, NIT
Raipur following which
the annual activities re-
port of the association
was presented by Anant
Singh Parihar, Secretary,
Alumni Association, NIT
Raipur.

This was followed by a
felicitation ceremony, in
which the Director,
Faculties, and the batches
of 1961, 1962 and 1972 of
the institute were felici-
tated.

Dr AB Soni addressed

the attendees and con-
gratulated the alumni of
different batches of the
institute and thanked the
Alumni Association for
the cooperation with the
institute. This was fol-
lowed by the appreciation
of the contribution of the
1994 batch in the develop-
ment of the institute.

Moving ahead, the
alumni of 1972 batch pre-
sented “Matured Golden
Lives” souvenir magazine
on their Golden Jubilee
Anniversary. The Alumni
Meet session successfully
concluded with the vote of
thanks delivered by
Mahesh Kumar Chandak,
and Alok Awadhiya, fol-
lowed by Departmental
Visit of the Alumni.

Workshop on ‘Good Governance 
Week-Administration Towards village’ concludes

Raipur, Dec 24: A one-day
district-level workshop on
‘Good Governance Week-
Administration Towards
Village’ was organized at
the Red Cross meeting hall
located in the Collectorate
premises recently under
the direction of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure. Retired IAS officer
and former collector of
Raipur district MK Raut
addressed the workshop
through video conferenc-
ing. He informed about his
work as collector in
Raipur district and shared
his experience and chal-
lenges of the past, and in
the present time besides

highlighting the useful-
ness of administration in
various online programs.
He also talked of deliver-
ing public welfare works
to the common people at a
rapid pace besides dis-
cussing the need to make
efforts with the vision of
the district in the year
2047. ‘Earlier the impor-
tant challenge of the dis-
trict administration was
to distribute goods in ra-
tion shops. Patwari also
used to carry all the docu-
ments. Now instant infor-
mation is available with
Bhuinya software. Today
Chhattisgarh is better
than other states of the
country in terms of distri-

bution of ration. Now gov-
ernment orders are also
received through
WhatsApp. The assets of
every village can also be
easily known’, Raut said.

Earlier common citizens
had to stand in queues to
pay their bills but now tax
collection is also being
done easily through online
medium, he said, adding
that rural areas are con-
verting into urban areas.
According to him
Government-administra-
tion needs to be made an
information bank so that
people can get information
about public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment at one place.

Gold, silver jewelleries worth lakhs stolen

Raipur, Dec 25: Two
women have lost gold and
silver jewelleries kept in-
side their purse in
Golebazar area of city on
Saturday morning. The
Golebazar police suspects
it to be a case of a gang
from outside.

As per reports, in
Golebazar area, not only
people from city, but from
neighboring cities also
come. On Saturday,
Kalyani Thakur from
Devendra Nagar along
with her daughter Dipti
had reached Golebazar
before getting their jew-
elleries repaired from
Sadar Bazar area. It was
near a hand-cart vendor
opposite the thana, they
halted for a while to pur-

chase some crockery of
tea-set and then went to
Bhansali Jewellers to get
their jewelleries repaired.
On reaching Bhansali
Jewellers, when they
opened their purse they
found the gold and silver
jewelleries of around 4
‘tolas’ missing worth
around Rs 98000. It
seems as if some profes-
sional pick-pocketing
person had cleared their
jewels.

On the same day,
Laxmi Goswami R/o
Bhatgaon, along with
his mother and two sis-
ters had reached
Golebazar to purchase
silver jewelleries and
purchased 15-20 ‘tola’
‘Kamarbandh’ from
Punjab Jewellers. When
they went to a fancy
store to purchase some

items, they kept their
hand- bag on the table and
it was in no point it got
stolen.

Both the victims of

theft filed complaint in
this regard in Golebazar
thana and case was filed
and taken into investiga-
tion

Five drug peddlers nabbed with MD drug worth Rs 90000

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 25: As per
instructions by IG
Raipur district Ajay
Yadav and SP Prashant
Agrawal to put a check
on increasing incidents
of drug abuse and intoxi-
cation in capital city, the
Narcotics Cell team
formed under Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
got tip from informer
that some persons are
keeping drugs in their
possession in a luxury
car opposite Ambuja
Mall and are looking for
customers. The team
went to the site and

nabbed five drug ped-
dlers including 3 male
and 2 female along with
6.9 gms MD worth Rs
90000 and four wheeler
luxury vehicle. It was
learnt that the accused
have brought the drugs
from Goa.

The team under lead-
ership of ASP
City/Crime Virendra
Chaturvedi, DSP cime
Dinesh Sinha and in-

charge anti-crime and
Cyber unit and TI Pandri
nabbed all the above five
accused red-handed. On
inquiry they disclosed
their names as Prakhar
Marwa, Moh. Aavesh,
Priya Swarnakar, all res-
ident of Raipur.When
the team conducted
search in their vehicle,
they found MD drugs
being brought from Goa.
Along with these three-

Abhay Kumar Mirche
and Neha Bhagat were
also nabbed and the MG
Glostar vehicle beaing
No CG 04 NM 1234 and
Activa vehicle bearing
No. CG 04 NJ 6828 was
also seized and it is using
which they used to sell
drugs roaming at prime
locations.

From the accused the
crime team seized 6.9
gms of MD drug in 18 dif-
ferent packets worth Rs
90000 and along with MG
Glostar vehicle and
Activa totaling Rs 20.0
lakh, making the entire
amount to Rs 20.90 lakh.
A case under section 21
(A) of Narcotics Act was
filed against the above
five and and taken into
arrest and further inves-
tigation.

BJP celebrates Good Governance Day
on Atalji’s birth anniversary

Raipur, Dec 25: BJP paid
tribute to former Prime
Minister and creator of
Chhattisgarh late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee by cele-
brating his birth anniver-
sary as Good Governance
Day today. BJP leaders lis-
tened to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ program along with
party workers and general
public everywhere.

State BJP President MP
Arun Sao listened to the
country’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ program along with
workers and citizens at
Birkona (booth no. 137) of
Beltara Legislative
Assembly under his parlia-

mentary constituency
Bilaspur today. He called for
following Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is de-
veloping India and serving
the countrymen according
to Atalji’s principles.
Leader of Opposition
Narayan Chandel paid
homage to Atalji’s portrait
on the occasion of Good
Governance Day, the birth
anniversary of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

BJP Regional
Organization General
Secretary Ajay Jamwal too
listened to the Prime
Minister’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’
programme with the work-
ers in village Paonta of
Abhanpur. Former
Assembly Speaker
Dharamlal Kaushik lis-
tened to ‘Mann Ki Baat’ at
booth number 222,
Panchsheel Nagar, Tifra
Sirgitti Mandal, Bilaspur

and celebrated Good
Governance Day on the
98th birth anniversary of
Atal ji. Ward Corporators
and residents were present
in large numbers on this oc-
casion.

All national, state and
district level leaders resid-
ing in Raipur visited party
booths and listened to Modi
ji’s ‘Maan Ki Baat’ pro-
gramme on birth anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. MP Sunil Soni,
senior MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, former minister
and party state spokesper-
son Rajesh Munat, party’s
Raipur City District
President Jayanti Bhai
Patel, Motilal Sahu, senior
BJP leader Satchidanand
Upasne, Kedarnath Gupta,
Nalinesh Thokne and all
other district office bearers
and leaders listened to
‘Mann Ki Baat’.

Jesus Christ gave us the message of love,
harmony and brotherhood: CM

Raipur, Dec 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited St. Joseph’s
Cathedral and St. Paul’s
Cathedral in the capital
city Raipur today and
prayed for the progress
and prosperity of the
state. He extended
Christmas greetings and
best wishes to all the resi-
dents of Chhattisgarh in-
cluding the Christian com-

munity.
On this occasion,

Baghel said that the birth-
day of Lord Jesus Christ is
being celebrated with
great pomp and fervor all
over the world. Joyful fes-
tivities, cakes and sweets,
children dressing up for
the occasion are few of the
many happy sightings on
this festival. Lord Jesus
gave the message of Love
and Harmony for the en-
tire humanity. He taught
us that only through com-
passion, love and service

we can reach God, and this
is the way to win over ha-
tred, jealousy and anger
prevailing in life. In this
message there is brother-
hood, there is love which
can defeat the violence, ha-
tred, jealousy and sorrow
spread in the world today.
Chief Minister Baghel
said that we should serve
humanity by following the
message of Lord Jesus so
that we can take this
human civilization to
greater heights of evolu-
tion. On this occasion,

Chief Minister Baghel
joined Christmas celebra-
tions and the cake cutting
ceremony at the cathe-
drals. Everyone present in
the church prayed to the
Lord and the choir of the
church presented carols.
Christian community wel-
comed Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel by pre-
senting him with a bou-
quet and shawl. On this oc-
casion, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of Minorities
Commission Mahendra
Chhabra, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Bishop the
Right Reverend Ajay
Umesh James, Pastor Ajay
Martin, Deacon Marcus
Keju, Deacon K.K. Pegs,
Deacon A. Corey, Deacon
Abraham Ras and Diocese
spokesperson John Rajesh
Paul were present in large
numbers from the
Christian community.

Reply submitted to Governor’s
queries on reservation bill: CM

Raipur, Dec 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Sunday said the state
government has submit-
ted a reply to queries
raised by Governor
Anusuiya Uikey on two
amendment bills to hike
the overall reservation in
the state to 76 per cent.

Talking to reporters
here, Baghel said the
Governor should now give
her assent to the bills as
she had said she will do it
after the state government
submits replies to her
queries.

The state Assembly on
December 2 passed the
Chhattisgarh Public
Service (Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes
Reservation) Amendment
Bill and the Chhattisgarh
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in

Admission) Amendment
Bill, pertaining to quota in
government jobs and ad-
mission in educational in-
stitutions in proportion to
the population of different
categories in the state.

According to the bills,
the Scheduled Tribes will
get a quota of 32 per cent,
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) 27 per cent,
Scheduled Castes 13 per
cent, and four per cent has
been provisioned for the

Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) in govern-
ment jobs and admissions
in educational institu-
tions.

The bills were pending
for assent with the gover-
nor who had sought de-
tails on 10 points from the
Congress-led state govern-
ment before giving her ap-
proval.

Asked about it, Baghel
said, “The reply has been
sent to the governor.

There is no such arrange-
ment in the Constitution,
but the governor had
sought details from de-
partments and the answer
has been submitted. Now
she should give her assent
to the bills.”

The 10 queries raised by
the Governor included de-
tails of the quantitative
data related to the
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe commu-
nities if collected, details
of the extraordinary situ-
ation that compelled the
state government to hike
reservation beyond 50 per
cent ceiling and report of
the Quantifiable Data
Commission (constituted
by the state government
for a survey of OBC and
EWS population in the
state). Meanwhile,
Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA Brijmohan

Agrawal said the state
government should make
public its reply to the gov-
ernor on the reservation
bills.

The issue of reserva-
tion flared up after the
Chhattisgarh High Court
in September this year
set aside the Raman
Singh-headed state gov-
ernment’s 2012 order to
raise the quota to 58 per
cent in government jobs
and admissions in educa-
tional institutions, ob-
serving that reservation
exceeding the 50 per cent
ceiling was unconstitu-
tional. The decision had
halted the recruitment
process for government
jobs, triggering a massive
protest particularly by
tribals whose quota came
down to 20 per cent from
32 per cent following the
order.
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To defeat violence,
hatred, envy and grief

CM visits Saint Joseph
Cathedral and Saint
Paul Cathedral and
participated in the
prayers there

CM extends greetings
of Christmas to
Christian Community
and people of the state

Ch’garh BJP leaders
go to the booths 
and listen to ‘Mann-
Ki-Baat’

Were trying to sell it in
costly vehicle opposite
Ambuja Mall 

p In Golebazar area

Bike rider dies,
another injured
As a vehicle hits them 

on VIP Road

Raipur, Dec 25: In a
head-on collision be-

tween a
S U V
a n d
bike on
V I P
R o a d ,
t h e
m i n o r
in the

bike died on the sport
and another minor suf-
fered serious injuries.
The case is that of
Telibandha thana.

As per information in
this regard, the name of
victim minor is Prateek
and the car driver is re-
ported to be suffering
from low-blood pressure
and he was admitted in
the hospital for treat-
ment. On getting infor-
mation about the inci-
dent, the police reached
the site and sent body for
post-mortem and that of
injured to the hospital.

Former Collector 
of the district and
retired IAS officer
MK Raut gives
important informa-
tion in the workshop
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Collector holds
meeting in view of
the CM’s meeting

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 25:
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla took a meeting of
officers in the collectorate
meeting hall on Saturday.
In the meeting, he in-
structed to complete all
necessary preparations on
time. The District
Collector said that the
meeting program of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
with the general public is
going on statewide.
Through this, the Chief
Minister is taking feed-
back of the schemes from
the common citizens.

SP I Kalyan Alicela
while giving information
regarding the elaborate se-
curity arrangements keep-
ing in view the arrival of
VVIPs asked the district
administration to work in
coordination with the dis-
trict administration. The
Collector also directed
that the officers/employ-
ees who have been as-
signed duty should dis-

charge their duties and re-
sponsibilities promptly.

During the meeting, the
Collector gave instruc-
tions to make necessary
preparations for the
works to be
inaugurated/bhoomipu-
jan by the Chief Minister
in advance. Apart from
this, he gave necessary in-
structions to the officials
after taking information
about stage arrange-
ments, parking, helipad,
security arrangements,
drinking water, electricity
etc.

On this occasion
District Panchayat CEO
Leena Kamlesh Mandavi,
Additional Collector Dr.
Anil Bajpai, ASP Pankaj
Patel, Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue Bemetara
Suruchi Singh, Berla cou-
ple Kishore Urvsha, Saja
Dhanraj Markam,
Nawagarh-Pravin Tiwari
CEO of District
Panchayat, Tehsildar And
district level officers were
present.

Christian community celebrates
birth of Jesus Christ

Central Chronicle News

Nandini Ahiwara: The
birth of Lord Jesus was
celebrated by the mem-
bers ofChristian
Community Church
Nandini and in this they
worshipped prayers and
songs were sung on this
joyous occasion. Good
message by Pastor Rajiv
Arnold, the love was given
to the residents of all the
societies and classes. The
people of the Christian
Community congratulat-
ed each other by exchang-
ing sweets and gifts on
this festive occasion.

As per the Holy scrip-
tures - in Luke 2:8 to 12
“And there were shep-
herds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the
Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and
they were terrified. But
the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy
that will be for all the peo-
ple. Today in the town of

David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a
manger.”

Further in the scripture
it is written that this giver
of Salvation was born to
the world so as to take
away the sins of the world.
It was for Him, A voice
came from the cloud, say-
ing, “This is my Son,
whom I have chosen; lis-
ten to him.” It was said for
Him “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoev-
er believes in him shall

not perish but have eter-
nal life. When Jesus grew
up, the scripture says
“Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sins of
the world”. The Bible also
tells that in order to have
eternal life, there is no
other name under heaven
given to mankind by
which we must be saved
The angles said- “I am
bringing you good news
that will be a great joy to
all the people.” According
to Holy Scriptures, God
sent his son to the world in
order to save the world.
The world could be saved
by Faith- A gift from God
to the World.

Building being constructed using sand
and mud in base instead of Murrum!

Bijapur, Dec 25: These
days a post matric girl’s
hostel building is being
constructed by spending a
huge amount in Usoor vil-
lage of Bijapur district.
Looking at the building
being constructed, it
seems that somehow a
huge amount would be
spent for the construction
of this building. The nec-
essary technical norms of
building construction are

also not being followed.
Curing of the building
with water is also not
being done from time to
time. In the base of the
building where high quali-
ty sand and mud should
have been poured, soil is
being used in a hurry.

The sign board related
to the construction of the
building has also not been
installed. The name of the
construction agency and
the address of the contrac-
tor are also not known,
nor is the cost of construc-
tion of the building
known. At the place where

the new building is being
constructed, there used to
be a decades-old forest
nursery where valuable
teak trees were also cut,
but no one has taken the
interest and information
about costly teak trees cut
till date! No responsible of-
ficer and engineer either
conducts inspection of
this work from time to
time and it is being com-
pleted at contractor’s
mercy without checking
the actual quality of con-
struction work and mate-
rial whether being used as
per the estimate and
guidelines fixed for such
buildings.

210 Anganwadis will have steel 
medical-grade water storage tanks installed

Raipur, Dec 25: Minister
for Women and Child
Development  Anila
Bhediya on Friday flagged
off a vehicle carrying stain-
less steel water storage
tanks for drinking water
arrangements in
Anganwadis from her resi-
dential office in Forest
Colony, Raipur. These med-
ical-grade stainless steel
water storage tanks with a
capacity of 1500 liters will
be installed under the CSR
head in 210 Anganwadis
throughout three districts

in the state: Raipur, Durg,
and Balod. This will pro-
vide clean water to children
and the general public in
Anganwadis. This will also
help to keep water-borne in-
fections at bay.

According to Minister
Bhediya, polluted water can
lead to a variety of diseases.
In light of this, the
Department of Women and
Child Development is work-
ing with ICICI Bank to set
up clean drinking water for
young children in

Anganwadis. Under the di-
rection of the CSR head,
stainless steel water stor-
age tanks will be installed
in 210 Anganwadis across
the state. As a result, kids
will have access to clean
water. Minister of Women
and Child Development
Bhediya expressed her ap-
preciation to ICICI
Foundation and ICICI Bank
for giving the water storage
tank. On this occasion, the
Director of the Women and
Child Development

Department Divya Umesh
Mishra, senior officers of
ICICI Bank and
Foundation, officers of the
Women and Child
Development Department,
and Anganwadi workers
and others were present.

It is noteworthy that the
water tanks being installed
in the Anganwadis are
made of medical-grade
stainless steel and are dou-
ble-layered insulated tanks.
These maintain the same
water temperature regard-
less of environmental
changes. Because it is com-
posed of medical-grade
steel, no moss can grow
within, and the water it
contains is absolutely free
from bacteria. The valve at
the base of the tank makes
it easier to clean. There is
no likelihood of complica-
tions such as the discharge
of harmful chemicals in
these steel tanks.

Ch’garh Govt’s efforts successful
in improving healthcare 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 25: The ef-
forts made by the state
government in improving
healthcare in one of the
worst Maoist-affected
Dantewada districts of
Chhattisgarh have been a
success. The health
schemes implemented by
the state government have
started proving to be effec-
tive. One of these ambi-
tious schemes is the
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana

which has shown positive
results in improving
healthcare services in the
last few years.

People residing in inac-
cessible and remote areas
used to struggle a lot for
healthcare facilities. They
have to travel long dis-
tances to reach cities to get
access to quality health-
care, which was both time
taking and heavy on their
pockets. Keeping this in
view, Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel launched
the Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana on
October 2, 2019, to make
quality and affordable
healthcare available to
people residing in remote
and far-flung areas. Today,
with the joint efforts of the
government and local ad-

ministration, effective re-
sults are being seen in the
district under this scheme.
Haat bazaar holds an im-
portant place in the life of
villagers. They reach the
weekly Haat bazaar to buy
their daily use item and
are getting medical facili-
ties available in the
bazaars itself through mo-
bile medical units.

A total of 20 haat mar-
kets are operational in the
district. Under this
scheme, 1,28,756 patients
have benefited by organiz-
ing 2550 camps in the 20
haat markets identified.
Smt. Pramila, a resident of
Kanvalnar said that along
with buying the daily es-
sentials, she also gets her
health check-up done at
the Haat-Bazar clinic. It is

very convenient for me.
Shri Manglu, a resident of
Jotatrai, who has benefit-
ed from the scheme, said
that he was having a fever.
With the facility of health
check-ups and treatment
at the Haat Bazaar clinic
every week, his health has
improved considerably.

At present, primary
healthcare services have
been strengthened in rural
areas. Now health services
have expanded at the vil-
lage level through Haat
Bazar clinics. Quality
health care is being pro-
vided to people in remote
areas. Due to the efforts of
the government and the
administration, basic fa-
cilities are being made
available to the villagers
today.

Members of Cycus Club create awareness
on environment conservation

Raipur, Dec 25: 35 mem-
bers of Cycus Fitness Club
on Sunday cycled for 10
km in Naya Raipur NRDA
area to spread the message
of environment conserva-
tion. They appealed to the
masses to shed use of vehi-
cles for one day in a week
and use bicycle on that day.
Club member Rakesh
Sachdev said, riding cycle
not only is good for health
but also reduces the pollu-
tion caused due to petrol
and diesel.

The prominent among
themselves who were pres-
ent in today’s programme

include Nitin Bhansali,
Rakesh Sachdev,
Divyanshu Jaiswal, Sweta

Jaiswal, Minder Saluja,
Satyendra Shrivastav,
Kirti Vyas and others.

Baba Guru Ghasidas tried to unite the entire human society : Chhabra
Bemetara, Dec 25: Chief
guest Ashish Chhabra MLA
Bemetara, attended the cele-
bration of Param Pujya
Baba Guru Ghasidas
Jayanti organized in Gram
Panchayat Phari and Gram
Panchayat Dokla and Nagar
Bemetara under
Vidhansabha constituency.
By garlanding the photo of
Baba Guru Ghasidas and
worshiping Jaitkham, he
wished for the peace and
prosperity of the people of
the region.

Along with this, under
the Sugam Road Scheme in
village Fari, acceptance of
township access road
amounting to Rs. 20 lakh for
stage and building con-
struction work including
Bhumi Pujan of amount
worth lakhs was announced

MLA Chhabra said on the
occasion that Baba Guru
Ghasidas tried to unite the
entire human society in a

single thread by giving the
message of equality. He pro-
moted social harmony by
envisioning a casteless soci-
ety. This message of Baba
Guru Ghasidas is exempla-
ry for all societies, he gave
his message in
Chhattisgarhi language, the
evidence of this is found in
Panthi songs. The saint is
not of any one society but

for the whole human socie-
ty. Baba Guru Ghasidas’s
messages are inspirational
and exemplary for all soci-
eties.

Saint Shiromani Param
Pujya Baba Guru
Ghasidas’s birth anniver-
sary is celebrated as Guru
Parv on December 18 and
this festival is celebrated till
December 31 in the state

with reverence-devotion
and joy.

On this occasion
Shakuntala Mangat Sahu
President Municipal
Council Bemetara, Shashi
Gaikwad Member Lukesh
Verma President Block
Congress Committee
Bemetara, Mithlesh Verma
Vice President District
Panchayat Bemetara,
Manoj Sharma, Rani Sen,
Jaya Sahu, Raju Sahu,
Homlal Sahu ,Anil Yadu,
Santram Yadav, Mohit
Verma, Basant Joshi,
Dinesh Joshi, Rajendra
Verma, Rajkumar Banjare,
Lokesh Dehre, Goudas
Dehre, Shailendra Sahu,
Laxman Dehre, Bhalelal
Dehre, Omprakash, Rupray,
Dhruv Ram, Uttam,
Roopchand, Gayaram, Dilip
Banjare, Manish, Jittu,
Daulal, Rajendra, Mukesh
A large number of villagers
were also present.

CM announces a grant of Rs 10 lakh 
Kasdol, Dec 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
met delegations of various
communities and social
organizations in Kasdol
late on Thursday. On the
demand of the representa-
tives of Press Club Kasdol,
the Chief Minister an-
nounced a financial grant
of Rs 10 lakh for the Press
Club building. He also an-
nounced sanctioning
funds of Rs. 20 lahks to
Kanwar Samaj for the
community hall and Rs. 20
lahks to Patel Samaj for
the construction of the
building in Lavan. On this
occasion, Baghel took in-
formation from the repre-
sentatives of all societies
and organizations regard-
ing their social activities
and also took feedback
from them regarding the
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes and pro-
grammes. Addressing the
gathering on occasion, the
Chief Minister said re-

garding the reservation
for Scheduled Castes that
the reservation percentage
has been hiked on the
basis of the number of the
population of other back-
ward classes. If the sched-
uled caste society gives its
consent to get the census
done, then a commission
will be constituted to get
their census done as well.
If there is an increase in
the population, then the
reservation will be in pro-
portion to the population.
On the demand for girls
hostel by Pragya Kurmi
Samaj, he said that a plan
is being chalked out to
open hostels in every dis-

trict headquarters.
The Brahmin Samaj

thanked the Chief
Minister for renaming
Balar Dam after the late
Kanhaiya Lal Sharma.
Sindhi Samaj expressed
its gratitude to the Chief
Minister for the allotment
of land according to the
rules and Dhobi Samaj for
constituting Rajak Kalyan
Board.

On the demand of
Manikpuri Samaj, the
Chief Minister gave in-
structions to the Collector
to provide land for Kabir
Granthalaya in Kasdol. He
directed to allot of land to
Jaiswal Samaj, Yadav

Samaj, Satnami Samaj,
and Digambar Jain Samaj
for temple construction as
per the process. Similarly,
instructions were also
given to Tehsil Sahu
Samaj and Youth Club
Committee to provide land
at a concessional rate as
per rules. On the demand
for boats for fishermen by
Nishad Samaj, he asked
the collector to do the
needful. The Chief
Minister instructed the
collector to take action on
the application for the
cemetery of the Christian
society. Similarly, asked to
reserve land for the ceme-
tery of Sunni Muslim
Samaj.

On the demand of the
building to the representa-
tives of the Gond commu-
nity, the Chief Minister
said that funds would be
sanctioned for the con-
struction of the building
after the allotment of the
land.

69.12 lakh MT paddy has been
procured in the state

Raipur, Dec 25: The
amount of paddy procured
at support price from
farmers of the state is in-
creasing constantly to-
wards the estimated target
of 110 lakh metric tonnes
(MT). Till now, 69.12 lakh
MT of paddy have been
procured, in lieu of which
Rs.14,369 crore has been
paid to 17 lakh 3 thousand
828 farmers of the state
under the bank linking

system.
It is noteworthy that due

to the ease in the selling
process of paddy and the
better arrangement and
availability of gunny bags
for the lifting of paddy by
the millers, paddy pro-
curement and custom
milling are being done
flawlessly. Till now DO has
been issued for the lifting
of 52.33 lakh MT paddy, in
lieu of which 41 lakh 50
thousand metric tonnes of
paddy has been lifted by
the millers.

Food Department
Secretary Topeshwar

Verma said that this year
25.92 lakh farmers have
been registered in the
state and about 2.26 lakh
are newly registered farm-
ers. 2600 procurement cen-
ters have been set up for
paddy procurement in the
state. Normal paddy is
being procured at the rate
of Rs.2040 per quintal and
grade-A paddy is being
procured at Rs.2060 per
quintal. A strict vigil is
also being kept on the sys-
tem of paddy procurement
in the state. Goods carriers
are being inspected at
check posts to prevent ille-

gal transportation of
paddy from border states.

As of December 23,
more than 1.82 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy have been
purchased from 39 thou-
sand 371 farmers in the
state, apart from this,
more than 64 thousand
tonnes of paddy have also
been purchased from the
farmers through tokens
obtained online. 12,649 to-
kens have been issued on-
line through the ‘Token
Tuhar Haath’ app and
52,648 tokens have been is-
sued by other means for
paddy procurement.

In the Naxal-hit district

People get quick med-
ical assistance under
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana

In three districts of the
state

Minister Bhediya
flagged off the vehicle of
the water storage tank

CSR item provides clean
water for children in
Anganwadis.

Not even curing is
being done from time
to time

Nearly Rs.14,369 cr paid
to more than 17 lakh
farmers

p Appeals to use bicycles



Bilaspur, Dec 25: 

Railway Protection
Force in South East
Central Railway is dis-
charging its social respon-
sibilities along with the
safety of railway passen-
gers, railway property
with utmost priority. From
time to time, special drives
are conducted by the
Railway Protection Force.
In this series, in the month

of November, 2022, under
the jurisdiction of South
East Central Railway, 273
minor boys/girls were res-
cued by RPF officers/em-
ployees at various sta-
tions/trains and handed
over to non-governmental
organizations/parents.

Quick assistance is pro-
vided to passengers
through Security Helpline
and Women Helpline run-
ning round the clock in
Railway Protection Force
Control Room. Special at-
tention is being paid to the
safety of women passen-
gers by deployment of
women RPF staff at rail-
way stations/trains .
Along with this, to ensure
the safety of the passen-

gers, the vulnerable trains
running at night are being
escorted by the RPF per-
sonnel.

A strict vigil is being
maintained on the activi-
ties of criminals involved
in theft of luggage, drug
abuse, pickpocketing and
other heinous crimes like
theft, dacoity by deploy-
ment of decoy task force

teams in unsafe
trains/sections. The
morale of RPF officers
and staff of South East
Central Railway is very
high and they are commit-
ted and dedicated towards
RPF objectives of ensur-
ing proper security of rail-
way passengers, passenger
premises and railway
property.
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Bilaspur, Dec 25: 

On December 22, 2022,
an informal meeting was
held with the office bear-
ers of Other Backward
Classes Railway
Employees Association,
South East Central
Railway in the presence
of Alok Kumar, General
Manager, South East
Central Railway in the
auditorium located at
Zonal Headquarters. In
this meeting, Zonal
President of Other
Backward Classes
Railway Employees
Organization, Zonal
Secretary, General
Secretary B. Venkat
Ramana and office bear-
ers of other three divi-
sions as well as all the of-
ficers of South East
Central Railway were
present. Heads of depart-

ments were also present.
In this meeting, the of-

fice bearers of Other
Backward Classes
Railway Employees
Organization highlighted
the problems of other
backward class staff.
Various issues related to
the welfare of the em-
ployees were discussed.
The departmental heads
of all the departments

gave department-wise in-
formation on the issues
raised by the officials of
OBC Railway Employees
Organization related to
the welfare of the em-
ployees. On this occasion,
the General Manager
said that any problems of
the employees should be
resolved according to the
rules. Along with this, he
also gave necessary

guidelines.
Principal Chief

Personnel Officer R K
Agarwal coordinated the
meeting. In this meeting,
it was said to take neces-
sary steps to solve the
basic complaints and
problems of the employ-
ees. Special emphasis
was laid on the issue re-
lated to transfer of em-
ployees. Several issues
were discussed between
the Railway
Administration and the
Association. The meeting
was attended by the sen-
ior vice president
N.K.Patel, vice president
H. Prasad Rao , add fi-
nance secretary
S.Madhusudhan Rao, P.M
Rao,N.K. Sunkar,V.K.
Mahobia, Mohd. Shakoor,
D.Murlidhar, Virendra
Kohli and all other office
bearers.

GM SECR holds meeting
with OBC Association Dongargarh, Dec 25:

Without the consent of
the sarpanch and secre-
tary of Gram Panchayat
Jatkanhar, the case of
transfer of lakhs of ru-
pees of 15th finance and
other items to the mate-
rial supplier by the data
operator has come to
light, here.

A written complaint
was made by Panchayat
Secretary Raju Verma to
the District Panchayat
CEO and District CEO
on December 14, but till
today the matter was not
taken into cognizance by
the higher authorities.

Accusing the regional
district member and
chairman Manoj Sinha
in the illegal transfer of
various items of money
it was found that there
are many such construc-
tion works which have
not started and their

amount has been trans-
ferred. The matter of
making fake evaluation
by the departmental en-
gineer without construc-
tion work is also coming
to the fore.

Similarly, for the level-
ing of Anganwadi
grounds, it has been said
in the complaint that the
amount was withdrawn
without any proposal.
Same way data opera-
tors have been appointed
against the rules, with-

out the consent and pro-
posal of the sarpanch
secretary.

Similarly, 1.50 lakh
was sanctioned for
Gauthan leveling,in
which 60 thousand ru-
pees were billed on 27
September and 89 thou-
sand 600 hundred rupees
were paid on 17
November.

In which only 12 to 15
tree hives have been in-
serted and out of the
sanctioned amount of

Rs 2.5 lakh for bore min-
ing in Gauthan, Rs 1
long has been paid on
28th September.
Sanctioned amount of
Rs.3 lakh for purchase of
pump for drinking water
system has been paid on
25th January,which has
not been purchased yet.

The approval for the
construction of Koliyari
Nala Pulia is Rs 17.23
lakh. Out of which Rs 5
lakh 6 5 thousand 200
has been
paid.Meanwhile region-
al district member
Manoj Sinha said that
all the allegations lev-
eled by the secretary are
baseless.

Against the rule transfer of funds
from Gram Panchayat reported

What officer says
“ Higher authorities

have been informed for
investigation.” CEO
Divya Thakur.

Jagdalpur, Dec 25:
Collector Chandan
Kumar and SSP Jitendra
Meena listened to the
problems of the villagers
on Wednesday Dec 21 by
setting up a Chaupal in
Chandameta village of
Darbha development
block. A large number of
villagers reached this
Chaupal organized in the
CRPF camp and while
discussing about the de-
velopment works being
done here, they also put
their problems before the
administration. On this
occasion, CEO District
Panchayat Prakash
Sarve, Commander of
CRPF 80th Corps Jitendra
Kumar, SDM Sanjay
Vishwakarma, CEO
District Panchayat Subrat
Pradhan, Tehsildar
Jeevesh Sori and officers
of various departments
were also present.

Collector directed the
officers to resolve the de-
mand for electricity and
mobile network made by
the villagers. Under the
leadership of SSP
Jitendra Meena, he ap-
preciated the work being
done in the direction of
education and health by
the jawans for establish-
ing peace in the area and
providing security to the
villagers and said that ac-
cording to the need of the
villagers, in the area
rapid development works
will be done. He said that
work will also be done in

this direction that there
should be arrangement of
vehicles for transporta-
tion. He talked about
prompt action on the ap-
plications given by the
villagers.

He also asked the vil-
lagers to get their fields
repaired by taking advan-
tage of the MNREGA
scheme, which would in-
crease production. He
said that through this em-
ployment will also be eas-
ily available to the local
people. On this occasion,
he took information from
the villagers regarding

ration card, pension,
Aadhar card, caste certifi-
cate and directed the offi-
cials to make these facili-
ties available to the vil-
lagers who do not have
them immediately. He
also directed the EE
PMGSY to speed up the
construction of the road
under construction from
Chhindgur to
Chandameta.

Collector took chil-
dren’s class

The work of imparting
education to small chil-
dren is also being done in
the CRPF camp set up at
Chandameta. When the
Collector, who arrived
here on Wednesday to
know the problems of the
villagers, heard the sound
of studies being done by
small children in the cam-
pus, he also reached
among the children. He
expressed happiness on
seeing the education of
small children here and
he also asked questions to
the children.

Collector and SSP give patient 
hearing to grievances of villagers
 In the Janchaupal

held at Chandameta

RPF SECR runs campaign ‘Nanhe Farishte’

 273 children 

handed over to their

families safely

Sukma, Dec 25: Swami
Vivekananda Yuva Shakti
Kendra complex located at
Sukma district headquar-
ters will soon be rejuvenat-
ed after District Collector
Haris.S visited the center
and discussed with
Executive Engineer RES
Anil Rathore on converting
the campus according to
the needs of the youth. The
Collector said that along
with the currently operat-
ing library, coaching center
etc., residential arrange-
ments will also be made for
the convenience of the stu-

dents coming to the head-
quarters to prepare for
competitive examinations
from far-flung areas of the
district. Along with this,
the area of the entire cen-
ter will also be expanded.
During the review of Jal
Jeevan Mission in village
Dubbatota, the Collector
reviewed the work
progress by inspecting
mercury and houses with
tap connections. Officials
of the Public Health
Engineering Department
told that the construction
of the tank in the village as

well as the installation of
taps in all the houses have
been completed and within
a week water supply will
start in the houses of the
entire village. Government
Higher Secondary School
operated in Nagar
Panchayat Doranapal is to
be upgraded to Swami
Atmanand Excellent
School and the Collector
observed the school and
gave necessary guidelines
to the officials regarding
the construction. It is
worth noting that tile
work, construction of new
toilets, laboratory and
other works are to be done
in the school and giving in-
structions, the Collector
said that there will be win-
ter vacations in the
schools, making good use
of this time; necessary re-
pair work should be done
in the rooms as per priori-
ty.

Swami Vivekananda Yuva
Shakti Kendra to be rejuvenated

Jagdalpur, Dec 25: 

The ‘Naat Sanstha’ is
constantly striving to give
proper recognition to the
folk art and culture of
Bastar and to provide a
proper platform to the
local artists. For this pur-
pose, an organization
named Nat was formed by
the local artists. This or-
ganization is continuous-
ly working towards pro-
viding platform to local
artists at various levels.

Shooting of a tele film
viz. ‘Prayas’ has been com-
pleted under the aegis of
NAT. In which, under the
joint auspices of Naat and

Doordarshan, a compre-
hensive telefilm has been
produced on the ‘Kuruti’
like child labor prevailing
in Bastar. An attempt has
been made in this tele-film
to show why any child is
forced to do child labour.
What is the compulsion of
the child? 

And due to what cir-
cumstances child labor is
forced? 

The government-admin-
istration takes action
against child labourers.
But in the absence of a
proper solution, both the
child labourers and their
families are troubled.
Efforts have been made to

show this confusion and
pain through telefilms
called ‘Prayas’ by ‘Nata’.
Naat’s founders Parmesh

Raja, Shailendra Pandey
and Harish Sahu told that
12 artistes and technical
staff of Doordarshan took

2 days to shoot this tele-
film. This tele-film named
Prayas could be completed
by shooting in different lo-
cations. Shailendra
Pandey, Harish Sahu,
Shivprakash CG, Kishan
Baghel, Sagar Srivastava,
Upendra Singh Thakur,
Laxminarayan Pandey,
Manish Panigrahi, Anjali
Kashyap, Sumanlata Nag,
Namrata Kashyap, Smita
Verma, Bharti Panigrahi
are the main -cast in this
tele-film. Guidance in this
was given by Vipin
Dewan, special guidance
by Parmesh Raja and con-
tribution by Rahul
Pandey.

Telefilm Prayas shot on child labor to be telecast on DD

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  2255::  

The Jain community of the
region has submitted a memo-
randum, after the declaration
of the Jharkhand Government
to make their religious site,
Sammet Shikhartirtha a tourist
place. The entire Jain society
together decided to send a
memorandum to the govern-
ment by keeping their estab-
lishments closed opposing this
decision of the government
and in the same order, on
December 21, the Mungeli Jain
society also kept their business
establishments closed and
gathered in large numbers,
took out a bike rally and toured
the city, reached the
Collectorate and submitted
their memorandum to the

President, the Prime Minister
and the Chief Minister of
Jharkhand. 

The memorandum men-
tioned that in view of the sanc-
tity of Sammet Shikhartirtha
where 20 Tirthankaras attained
Nirvana and millions of souls
attained salvation by doing
penance, the place should not
be declared a tourist destina-
tion. 

Among those present were
senior Anopchand Baid of
Shwetambar Jain Samaj, presi-
dent Kantilal Lodha, senior
Subhash Chand Jain of
Digambar Jain Samaj, presi-
dent Sharadchand Jain, presi-
dent of Sadhumargi Jain Sangh
Jethmal Kotadia, Kanhaiyalal
Kotadia, Secretary Vikas Jain
and many others.  

Jain community 
submits memorandum
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AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Jharkhand’s Jamtara district is making efforts through a unique campaign ‘Police ki
Pathshala’ (Police’s School), which aims at creating awareness about phishing
activities, in Jamtara, Sunday. 

SILENT MARCH

Members of the Jain community take out a ‘silent march’ for sanctity of pilgrimage site ‘Sammed Shikhar ji’, in
Jaipur, Sunday.

BRIEF

Cremated 
 Bankura: Grief-

stricken family mem-
bers bade a tearful
farewell to Naik
Gopinath Makur, who
was among the 16
Army personnel killed
in a road accident in
Sikkim, as his mortal
remains were con-
signed to flames at his
home village in West
Bengal’s Bankura dis-
trict on Sunday.

Busted
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab Police on
Sunday said it has
busted a drug smug-
gling cartel and ar-
rested two men with
10 kg heroin and a so-
phisticated drone,
from their possession.
Punjab Director
General of Police
Gaurav Yadav said the
accused have been
identified as Dalbir
and Jagdish, both resi-
dents of Gharinda in
Amritsar.

Perform 
 Kolkata: Over 5,000

artistes from across
the state will be par-
ticipating at the
Bangla Sangeet Mela,
which began in
Kolkata on Sunday.
The eight-day festival,
which aims to show-
case the rich reposito-
ry of Bengali music,
will be held at 11 ven-
ues across the city, in-
cluding Rabindra
Sadan, Sisir Manch,
Hedua Park and
Deshapriyo Park,
Minister of State for
Information and
Cultural Affairs
Indranil Sen said.

Sanctuary 
 Muzaffarnagar: In a

bid to resolve the
problem of stray cat-
tle, the Centre has de-
cided to build a cow
sanctuary in Purkazi
block of
Muzaffarnagar, Union
minister Sanjeev
Kumar Balyan said on
Sunday. The proposed
cow sanctuary will
come up at
Meghachandan vil-
lage and will be
spread over 70
hectares of govern-
ment land.

Honour
 Dehradun:

Uttarakhand Governor
Lt Gen (Retd) Gurmit
Singh on Sunday hon-
oured five district mag-
istrates in the state for
their contribution to
good governance
through their perform-
ance. The honour was
conferred upon them
at a function held at the
Raj Bhawan here on
the occasion of the
Good Governance Day
(Sushasan Diwas).

Protest 
 Kolkata: Two teach-

ers’ organisations on
Sunday decried the
“undemocratic” sack-
ing of Visva Bharati
university Prof
Sudipta Bhattacharya
for allegedly being in-
volved in activities
detrimental to the
functioning of the in-
stitution.

Security personnel stand
guard at Saint Mary’s

Garrison church on
Christmas, in Jammu,

Sunday. 

U t t a r k a s h i
(Uttarakhand), Dec 25
(PTI): Villagers clashed
with organisers of an
event attended by
Christian clerics at
Devdhung in Uttarkashi
district, accusing them of
unlawful conversion, offi-
cials said. Cases have
been registered at the
Purola police station
against people associated
with a missionary organi-
sation called Asha Aur
Jivan Kendra as well as
five villagers, Purola
Station House Officer
(SHO) Komal Singh Rawat
said on Sunday.

The officer said FIRs
have been registered
against the people associ-
ated with the organisa-
tion under different sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), including
153(a) (promoting enmity
between different groups
on grounds of religion,
race), 323 (voluntarily

causing hurt) and 504 (in-
tentional insult with in-
tent to provoke breach of
peace). The villagers have
been booked for rioting
under section 147 of the
IPC apart from 153(a), 323
and 504, Rawat said.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said on
Sunday that the govern-
ment has brought the
Freedom of Religion
(Amendment) Act to deal
sternly with people who
indulge in forcible conver-
sions. Strong action will
be taken in this particular
case, he told reporters on
the sidelines of a func-
tion. The incident was re-
ported on Friday, Sub
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM), Purola, Jitendra
Kumar said.

“Villagers have com-
plained of collective con-
version at a programme
in the area. We have infor-
mation that there was
also a minor clash be-

tween the villagers and
the programme’s organis-
ers. The matter is being
investigated,” he said. On
Saturday, right-wing
Hindu outfits held a
demonstration at the
SDM’s office, alleging that
Christian missionaries
are converting people
from Nepal coming to
Uttarkashi to work by of-
fering them allurements.

They also submitted a
memorandum addressed
to the Governor Gurmit
Singh, demanding action.

The organisers of the
event could not be imme-
diately contacted. The
governor recently gave
his assent to the Freedom
of Religion (Amendment)
Bill passed by the state as-
sembly on November 30
making unlawful conver-
sion a cognisable and non-
bailable offence punish-
able with a maximum of
10 years’ imprisonment
besides a fine.

U’khand villagers allege
unlawful conversions

Clash with organisers of event; FIRs registered

Shimla, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Former chief minister
Jai Ram Thakur, who was
on Sunday elected the
leader of the BJP legisla-
tive party in Himachal
Pradesh, hit out at the
Congress, alleging its gov-
ernment was failing to de-
liver on poll promises and
leaders were moving in dif-
ferent directions. Thakur
was unanimously elected
as all 24 BJP MLAs pro-
posed his name for the
post, senior party leader
and head of the election
management committee
Mangal Pandey said. The
Congress wrested
Himachal Pradesh from
the BJP in November win-
ning 40 seats in the 68-
member assembly. The saf-
fron party won 25 seats and
three went to
Independents. Six-time leg-
islator Thakur won from

Seraj with the highest mar-
gin. The meeting of the
BJP MLAs here was at-
tended by state BJP chief
Suresh Kashyap, state BJP
in-charge and co-incharge
Avinash Rai Khanna and
Sanjay Tandon, and cen-
tral observer Vinod Tawda.

Later addressing media
persons on Sunday, Jai
Ram Thakur said though
the difference in vote share
between the Congress and
the BJP was just 0.9 per-
cent, the BJP has accepted
the mandate and is ready
to perform the role of op-

position. However, the
Congress government has
failed to deliver on its poll
promises, he said and
noted that it promised to
implement the old pension
scheme in 10 days but 14
days have passed. The

Congress is still unable to
expand the cabinet, he said
and added that the chief
minister, deputy chief
minister and MLAs are
moving in different direc-
tions. It is the first time
that the public is protest-
ing on road in the first two
weeks of a new govern-
ment as all development
works have been affected,
he claimed and added that
MLAs are waiting to be in-
ducted in cabinet while ad-
visors are already enjoy-
ing cabinet ranks. Thakur,
who also submitted a
memorandum to the gov-
ernor, opposed the “de-no-
tifying of functional insti-
tutions” opened after April
1, 2022. It is illegal and the
BJP is examining the mat-
ter legally as the institu-
tions were opened after ap-
proval from the cabinet
and with budget provision
and creation of posts.

Jai Ram Thakur elected leader of BJP legislative party  

Himachal Pradesh BJP President Suresh Kumar Kashyap
offers sweet to former state chief minister Jai Ram Thakur
as he is named as the leader of BJP Legislator Party, in
Shimla, Sunday.

Chennai, Dec 25 (PTI): 

The picturesque road to
Parandur village is ab-
solutely quiet but for the
chirping and buzzing of
winged creatures and the
sound of some moving ve-
hicles.

While the long winding
road offers spectacular
views of greenery and
paddy fields, the presence
of policemen, beginning
midway, brings in the ele-
ment of curiosity.
Barricades, some looking
like iron walls with barbed
wires could really turn
heads.

Right on the roadside,
farmers are busy dumping
paddy, which has some
moisture, to dry. Glittering
like sand dunes under a
bright sun, cleaned and
dried paddy is ready one
side for loading onto wait-
ing trucks while cows and

buffaloes march towards
the grassland. Traders
could be seen negotiating
with farmers the price fac-
tor near a local seed bank.
On a side of the road, po-
lice checkposts dot the
landscape. Unknown to

the outside world till re-
cent times, Parandur
grabbed headlines first in
August after the govern-
ment said that the place is
its choice for a greenfield
airport. Fearing displace-
ment and loss of sustain-

able livelihood options,
farmers are resentful over
the proposed land acquisi-
tion to make way for the
airport. Giving vent to
their emotions, farmers
started protesting against
the move and have been

holding demonstrations.
The government, which

has proposed a Rs 20,000
crore airport has held
talks twice with them and
has said that experts
would study the area’s geo-
logical features.

Nestled between
Kancheepuram and
Arakkonam and tucked
away from the busy
Chennai-Bengaluru high-
way, the quaint small
Parandur and its environs
are striking for its eye-
catching water bodies.

Ponds, lakes and canals
criss-cross the region and
an inspiring line up of
towering trees, forming
the middle portion of a
sprawling lake, offers a
breathtaking view in
Nelvoy village.

Farmers say that they
are not inclined to part
with their land for the air-
port project.

Of paddy fields and barbed wires, the story of a TN ‘airport’ village

Barricades have been put up in view of protests by farmers who oppose acquisition of
their land for the project at Parandur, near Chennai, where the Tamil Nadu government
has proposed to set up a Chennai Greenfield airport to cater to future needs at Parandur,
in Chennai.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

More than 70 personnel
have featured in posters of
various awareness cam-
paigns run by the Delhi
Police as a reward for their
good work, investigations
and humanitarian acts, of-
ficials said.

One can easily spot
these posters at metro sta-
tions like IIT, Sarojini
Nagar, Ashram, INA, GK,
ITO and Panchsheel
among others in which the
featured personnel can be
seen alerting the masses
on cyber or other types of
fraud.

According to officials, it
was Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Arora’s idea to make these
policemen and women the
face of the force’s aware-
ness campaign as a reward
for their outstanding
work.

One such poster is
aimed at encouraging sen-
ior citizens to register
themselves with Delhi
Police’s portal for the team
to visit them and carry out
the security audits of the
societies they are living in.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (PRO) Suman
Nalwa said police person-
nel are being featured as
models for awareness cam-
paigns in the print media
as well. There is a 360-de-
gree campaign going on
for this whole drive.

“It is one of our unique
initiatives through which
we are not only taking our
message to Delhiites but at
the same time boosting the
morale of our own men
and women in uniform,”
she said.

“Their (featured person-
nel) feedback has been
amazing in the sense that
they feel like a celebrity.

Their families feel proud
and children show them in
their schools. This has
given them a recognition
at a larger platform since
we showcase their work on
social media as well,”
Nalwa said.

“Many among them
have also received interna-
tional acclaim as well. So
overall, the impact has
been very positive and
very motivating,” she
added.

This initiative was kick-
started early this month
with its focus on caution-
ing the masses against
cyber scams.

The Delhi Police will
continue this style of com-
munication in the near fu-
ture as well, an officer
said.

According to a senior
police officer, Delhi
Police’s PRO department
is fully equipped with its

own studio where they
carry out recordings and
photo shoots.

Head Constable
Gurpreet Gaur who has
been featured in one such
billboard at Pancsheel
metro station said ever
since her poster has come
up, she feels like a celebri-
ty.

“It feels good when your
work is rewarded. When
my children saw an adver-
tisement in the print
media featuring me they
were very happy and excit-
ed. They even shared this
news with their teachers
and friends in school,” she
said.

“They told me how
proud they feel. We are
known by our work but
now even senior officers of
my district know me well.
I feel motivated and en-
couraged to do even
more,” she said.

Delhi cops strike a pose in posters across city

Guwahati, Dec 25 (PTI):

Distancing himself
from an Assam Police di-
rective asking districts to
carry out a survey on
churches, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
asked the DGP to inquire
why such a letter was is-
sued and immediately
take “corrective meas-
ures”. The Assam govern-
ment does not have the in-
tention to carry out any
survey on religious insti-
tutions like churches,
Sarma told a TV channel
on Saturday.

The chief minister was
reacting to a letter from
the Special Branch of
Assam Police to the dis-
trict administrations seek-
ing information on the

number of churches, reli-
gious conversion and peo-
ple involved in forceful
conversions, if any.

“I think we should not
ask for such kind of infor-
mation like how many
churches are there in
Assam. This might hurt
the sentiment of a particu-
lar religious community.
We should avoid this kind
of thing,” the chief minis-
ter, who also holds the
home portfolio, said.

“I completely disassoci-
ate myself from the letter
as it was never discussed
in any government forum.
The letter is wholly un-
warranted and as a citizen
of Assam, we want to live
in peace and harmony
with all the communities,”
Sarma said.

ASSAM CM TO DGP

‘Probe into police 
directive on church survey’

Bhubaneswar, Dec 25 (PTI):
L Eswar Rao of Jatni in
Odisha’s Khurda district
has created a miniature
sculpture of Jesus Christ
inside a glass bottle.

Rao has created a 4-inch
high and 2-inch wide
sculpture of Jesus Christ
with a crucifix inside a 750
ml bottle.

He placed a cross with
Jesus Christ on it, sur-
rounded by two Christmas
trees, with the message
Merry Christmas in it.

Rao has used chalk,
glass, and glitter paper for
the model. It took him
seven days to create the
miniature sculpture.

The 40-year-old artist
has been practising this
artwork for the last 25
years. He creates minia-

ture art on pencil nib and
soap and presents them in
a bottle. Earlier he created
a sculpture of a woman
and the Hockey World Cup
on pencil nib to mark
Women’s Day and during
the Hockey World Cup.

Rao’s journey as a
miniature artist began in
1999 after he gifted a Taj
Mahal carved out of chalk
to his teacher.

“I have been practising
miniature artwork since I
was in Class 2. I had gifted
my miniature art to my
teacher when I was in
Class 12. My teacher was
so impressed by my work
that he later introduced
me to the then principal of
B K College of Arts and
praised my inborn talent,”
Rao told PTI.

Odisha artist creates 
miniature art of Jesus Christ 

Inside glass bottle

Thakur attacks
Cong govt

Addressing media persons
on Sunday, Jai Ram Thakur
said though the difference in
vote share between the
Congress and the BJP was
just 0.9 percent, the BJP has
accepted the mandate and is
ready to perform the role of
opposition. However, the
Congress government has
failed to deliver on its poll
promises, he said and noted
that it promised to imple-
ment the old pension
scheme in 10 days but 14
days have passed. 



CHRISTMAS MASS 

Two Christian women embrace outside a Sacred Heart Cathedral on the occasion of Christmas Mass in Lahore,

Pakistan, Sunday, Dec. 25.
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Washington, Dec 25 (PTI):

A US court has ruled
that Marine Corps cannot
deny entry to Sikhs sport-
ing a beard and wearing a
turban, in a major victory
for three recruits from the
community who can now
join the elite unit’s basic
training without having to
forfeit their religious be-
liefs.

The trio of recruits -
Aekash Singh, Jaskirat
Singh, and Milaap Singh
Chahal - had sought an ex-
emption from a Marines
grooming rule requiring
them to shave their
beards, with the men argu-
ing it was their expression
of commitment to their re-
ligious faith.

The Marine Corps told
three Sikh men that they
could serve only if they
shaved before going
through basic training.

They appealed to the US
Court of Appeals for the
DC Circuit in September
after a lower-court judge
denied their request for a
preliminary injunction
that would have allowed
them to enter basic train-
ing with their articles of
faith. “They are now suf-
fering and will continue to
suffer grave, immediate,
and ongoing injuries to the
exercise of their faith,”
the three-judge bench of
the US Court of Appeals
here ruled on Friday.

“A federal court has just
ruled that Sikhs can main-

tain their religious beards
while serving their coun-
try in the U.S. Marine
Corps. Now, three Sikh re-
cruits, who had previously
been denied religious ac-
commodations, can enter
basic training,” lawyer
Eric Baxter, who repre-
sented the three men,
tweeted.

“This is a major ruling
for religious freedom for
years, the Marine Corps
has barred Sikh recruits
with religious beards from
entry into basic training.
Today’s ruling strikes
down that rule as a “viola-
tion of the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act
(RFRA),” he said.

“No one should have to
choose between serving

God and country,” he
added in a series of tweets.

The Marines’ ban on fa-
cial hair applies in basic
training and “combat
zones,” a designation the
plaintiffs said in court cov-
ers over three dozen coun-
tries where hazard pay is
given, the Washington
Post newspaper reported.

The Marines claimed
that beards will impact
“troop uniformity” and
appearance among re-
cruits, ultimately threat-
ening national security.

Writing for the Court,
Judge Millett stated that
the Sikh recruits “not only
have a substantial likeli-
hood of success on the
merits it is difficult to
imagine them losing.”

US Marines must allow Sikh recruits with
beards, turbans: US court orders

Islamabad, Dec 25 (PTI):

Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has said that the
United States is willing to
provide funds to
Islamabad to help it en-
hance its border security
for preventing cross-bor-
der attacks from
Afghanistan, according to
a media report on Sunday.

Bhutto, who was in
Washington from
December 14 to 21 where

he met various top policy-
makers and chaired the
Ministerial Conference of
the G-77 and China, the
largest negotiating bloc of
developing countries

within the UN system,
said he held talks with
senior US senators over
the border security fund
to be given in 2023, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed. “Two senior senators
Bob Menendez from New
Jersey and Lindsey
Graham from South
Carolina told me that they
were provided “funding
in the 2023 budget to help
us with border security,”
Bhutto told reporters
while responding to
queries.

Senator Menendez
chairs the Senate
Committee on Foreign

Relations while Senator
Graham, a senior
Republican, heads the
Senate Committee on
Judiciary, Bhutto said,
while emphasising the
strong standing of the two
lawmakers.

During a news briefing
in Washington on
December 19, US State
D e p a r t m e n t ’ s
Spokesperson Ned Price
noted that Afghanistan-
based terrorist groups
like the outlawed
T e h r e e k - i - T a l i b a n
Pakistan have recently in-
creased attacks on
Pakistani targets and of-

fered help to Islamabad to
deal with the “increasing-
ly dangerous threat”.

“We have partnered
with our Pakistani
friends to help them take
on this challenge. We
stand ready to assist,
whether with this unfold-
ing situation or more
broadly,” Price said.

But Bhutto’s response
to Dawn made it clear that
while the US wanted good
relations between the two
South Asian neighbours,
it appears keener to coop-
erate with Islamabad in
combating terrorist at-
tacks from Afghanistan.

US willing to provide Pakistan with funds to
enhance border security: Bilawal Bhutto

Karachi, Dec 25 (PTI):

The notorious terrorist
group Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) has
claimed the lives of six se-
curity personnel and in-
jured a few others in the
last two days by carrying
out several attacks in the
restive Balochistan
province, Pakistan Army’s
media wing said on
Sunday.

According to a state-
ment released by Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), a terrorist and a
soldier were killed during
an exchange of fire be-
tween militants and the se-

curity forces in an intelli-
gence-based operation
conducted in the Sambaza
area of Zhob district.

It said the operation,
launched on the basis of
“credible information”,
was continuing for the last
96 hours.

The objective was to
“deny terrorists the use of
few suspected routes to
move across the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border to
sneak into Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa along the
interprovincial boundary
and target citizens and se-
curity forces”, the state-
ment said. The ISPR,
Pakistan Army’s media

wing, also said that the ter-
rorists were supported by
their facilitators from
across the border. In a sep-
arate incident in the
Dannuk Gogdan area of
Turbot, armed militants
attacked a vehicle of the
Frontier Corps on
Saturday in which four
soldiers were killed in the
ensuing exchange of fire.

In the border town of
Chaman, a Levies soldier
was killed when unknown
militants on a motorcycle
opened fire on a check post
late last night.

The TTP has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attacks
in Turbat and Chaman.

Pak Taliban kills 6 security personnel
in multiple attacks in Balochistan

Kabul, Dec 25 (AP):

Foreign aid groups on
Sunday suspended their
operations in Afghanistan
following a decision by the
country’s Taliban rulers to
ban women from working
at international and local
non-governmental organi-
sations.

Save the Children, the
Norwegian Refugee
Council and CARE, said
they cannot effectively
reach children, women
and men in desperate need
in Afghanistan without
the women on their work-
forces. The NGO ban was
introduced a day earlier,
allegedly because women
weren’t wearing the
Islamic headscarf correct-
ly. “We have complied with
all cultural norms and we
simply can’t work without
our dedicated female staff,
who are essential for us to
access women who are in
desperate need of assis-
tance,” Neil Turner, the
The Norwegian Refugee
Council’s chief for
Afghanistan, told The
Associated Press on

Sunday. He said the group
has 468 female staff in the
country.

The developments came
in response to the
Taliban’s latest edict that
curtails the rights and
freedoms of women since
they seized power last
year.

The US has condemned
the Taliban for ordering
non-governmental groups
in Afghanistan to stop em-
ploying women, saying the
ban will disrupt vital and
life-saving assistance to
millions.

The Taliban takeover
last year sent
Afghanistan’s economy
into a tailspin and trans-
formed the country, driv-
ing millions into poverty
and hunger. Foreign aid
stopped almost overnight.

Sanctions on Taliban
rulers, a halt on bank
transfers and frozen bil-
lions in Afghanistan’s cur-
rency reserves have al-
ready restricted access to
global institutions and the
outside money that sup-
ported the country’s aid-
dependent economy before

the withdrawal of US and
NATO forces.

“Women are central to
humanitarian operations
around the world,” US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Saturday.
“This decision could be
devastating for the Afghan
people.”

The NGO order came in
a letter from Economy
Minister Qari Din
Mohammed Hanif. It said
any organisation found
not complying with the
order will have their oper-
ating license revoked in
Afghanistan. It is the latest
blow to female rights and
freedoms since the
Taliban seized power last
year and follows sweeping
restrictions on education,
employment, clothing and
travel.

The flurry of edicts
from the all-male and reli-
giously driven Taliban
government are reminis-
cent of their rule in the
late 1990s, when they
banned women from edu-
cation and public spaces
and outlawed music, tele-
vision and many sports.

3 NGOs suspend work in Afghanistan
after Taliban bar women

Beijing, Dec 25 (PTI):

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said on
Sunday that China is
ready to work with India
for the “steady and sound
growth” of bilateral ties
and the two countries are
committed to upholding
stability at the border
areas where tensions have
prevailed since 2020.
Addressing a symposium
on the international situa-
tion and China’s foreign
relations in 2022, Wang
said both countries have
maintained communica-
tion through diplomatic
and military-to-military
channels.

“China and India have
maintained communica-
tion through the diplomat-
ic and military-to-military
channels, and both coun-
tries are committed to up-
holding stability in the
border areas,” said Wang,
who has been elevated to
the ruling Communist
Party of China’s (CPC)
high-power political bu-

reau during the recent
party Congress.

“We stand ready to work
with India in the direction
toward steady and sound
growth of China-India re-
lations,” he said at the
symposium.

Wang, along with
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval, is the Special
Representative of the
India-China boundary
mechanism which has re-
mained dormant in the
present set of border
standoffs.

In his lengthy address
on China’s diplomatic

work, Wang focused more
on China’s troubled ties
with the US and burgeon-
ing relations with Russia,
despite the Ukraine war.

He briefly touched on
India-China relations that
have been bogged down
since April 2020 when
China tried to move a
large number of its troops
to the disputed areas in
Easter Ladakh, resulting
in a prolonged military
standoff. The two coun-
tries have held 17 rounds
of talks so far to resolve
the standoff. The 17th
round of the India-China

Corps Commander Level
Meeting was held on
December 20 during which
the two sides agreed to
stay in close contact and
maintain dialogue
through military and
diplomatic channels and
work out a mutually ac-
ceptable resolution of the
remaining issues at the
earliest, according to a
joint press release issued
after the talks.

Ever since the once-in-a-
five-year Congress of the
CPC in October which re-
elected President Xi
Jinping for an unprece-
dented third five-year
term, speculation is rife
about Beijing’s future
course of India policy, es-
pecially in 2023 and
whether it will normalise
relations and restore sta-
bility at the 3,488-km long
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) which has been wit-
nessing tensions between
the two militaries.

According to observers,
this month’s clash be-
tween Indian and Chinese

soldiers at Yangtse in
Arunachal Pradesh, bare-
ly weeks after Xi began his
new term, spelled danger
that 2023 too will end up as
yet another blank year in
the bilateral ties.

It was the first major
clash between the Indian
and Chinese armies since
the fierce face-off in the
Galwan Valley in June
2020 that marked the most
serious military conflict
between the two sides in
decades. The ties between
the two countries froze
since then, with India
making it clear that peace
and tranquillity at the bor-
der is the sine qua non for
the overall development of
bilateral ties. The PLA’s
move at Yangtse taking
place after the completion
of disengagement from
many friction points was
seen as the reflection of
the dilemma prevailing in
the Chinese political and
military ranks on how to
deal with India which is
on political ascendency in-
ternationally.

China ready to work with India for ‘steady and
sound growth’ of ties: FM Wang Yi

London, Dec 25 (PTI):

King Charles III is host-
ing his first traditional
family Christmas as
monarch on Sunday at the
Sandringham royal estate
in Norfolk for the first
time.

It also marks the first
time since before the pan-
demic in 2019 that
Britain’s royal family
spent Christmas at east-
ern England estate and the
royal standard flag is once
again flying above the
house marking a return of
the long-standing festive
tradition. Sunday also
marks the first Christmas
since the death of Queen
Elizabeth II in September,
aged 96.

The family began the
day with a morning serv-
ice at St. Mary Magdalene
Church, greeting royal
fans before sitting down to
a family dinner with
turkey and the usual fes-
tive trimmings.

The King and Queen
Consort Camilla is joined

by the Prince and Princess
of Wales, William and

Kate, and their children
Prince George, Princess

Charlotte and Prince
Louis. On Saturday, the

two older children George
and Charlotte joined

William and Kate at
Westminster Abbey in
London for a carol service
in honour of the late
Queen.

In his first-ever tradi-
tional Christmas Day mes-
sage as the British
monarch, the King pays
tribute to his late mother
Queen Elizabeth II’s 
legacy. In an image re-
leased by Buckingham
Palace earlier this week,
the 74-year-old is seen next
to a Christmas tree at St.
George’s Chapel in
Windsor Castle recording
the message earlier this
month to be broadcast on
Sunday evening. The
British monarch’s
Christmas broadcast is a
long-standing tradition
and is aimed at people
across the UK and the
Commonwealth. It will be
the first televised annual
royal Christmas Day
broadcast not to be pre-
sented by the late Queen,
who appeared in the first

televised message in 1957.
St. George’s Chapel

marks a change of scene
from the messages record-
ed by the Queen, who
would traditionally be
seated and surrounded by
photos of her family in a
palace room.

It is in the George VI
Memorial Chapel of the
royal chapel that Queen
Elizabeth II was laid to
rest along with her hus-
band Prince Philip follow-
ing a state funeral in
September.

In other personal touch-
es of the environmentally
minded new King,
Buckingham Palace said
the tree is plastic-free with
recyclable decorations and
arrangements of holly and
ivy in the background.

Following the recording
of his festive address, the
Christmas tree was re-
used by St. George’s
Chapel in the Dean’s
Cloister for visitors to
enjoy, the palace said.

King Charles hosts first traditional Christmas as British monarch

Prevent attacks
from Afghanistan

King Charles III, centre, right, and Camilla, the Queen Consort lead the Royal Family as they arrive to attend the Christmas day service at St Mary

Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Sunday, Dec. 25.

G reater conservation ef-
forts are needed to pro-

tect Antarctic ecosystems,
and the populations of up to
97 per cent of land-based
Antarctic species could de-
cline by 2100 if we don't
change tack, our new re-
search has found. The study,
published today, also found
just USD 23 million per year
would be enough to imple-
ment ten key strategies to re-
duce threats to Antarctica's
biodiversity. This relatively
small sum would benefit up
to 84% of terrestrial bird,
mammal, and plant groups.
We identified climate change
as the biggest threat to
Antarctica's unique plant and
animal species. Limiting
global warming is the most
effective way to secure their
future. Threats to Antarctic
biodiversity Antarctica's
land-based species have
adapted to survive the cold-
est, windiest, highest, driest
continent on Earth.

The species includes two
flowering plants, hardy moss
and lichens, numerous mi-
crobes, tough invertebrates
and hundreds of thousands
of breeding seabirds, includ-
ing the emperor and Ad lie
penguins. Antarctica also
provides priceless services to
the planet and humankind. It
helps regulate the global cli-

mate by driving atmospheric
circulation and ocean cur-
rents, and absorbing heat and
carbon dioxide. Antarctica
even drives weather patterns
in Australia. Some people
think of Antarctica as a safe,
protected wilderness. But the
continent's plants and ani-
mals still face numerous
threats. Chief among them is
climate change. As global
warming worsens,
Antarctica's ice-free areas are
predicted to expand, rapidly
changing the habitat avail-
able for wildlife. And as ex-
treme weather events such as
heatwaves become more fre-
quent, Antarctica's plants
and animals are expected to
suffer. What's more, scientists
and tourists visiting the icy
continent each year can
harm the environment
through, for example, pollu-
tion and disturbing the
ground or plants. And the
combination of more human
visitors and milder tempera-
tures in Antarctica also cre-
ates the conditions for inva-
sive species to thrive.So how
will these threats affect
Antarctic species? And what
conservation strategies can
be used to mitigate them?
Our research set out to find
the answers.

What we found
Our study involved work-

ing with 29 experts in
Antarctic biodiversity, con-
servation, logistics, tourism
and policy. The experts as-
sessed how Antarctica's
species will respond to future
threats. Under a worst-case
scenario, the populations of
97% of Antarctic terrestrial
species and breeding seabirds
could decline between now
and 2100, if current conserva-
tion efforts stay on the same
trajectory. At best, the popula-

tions of 37% of species would
decline. The most likely sce-
nario is a decline in 65% of
the continent's plants and
wildlife by the year 2100.

The emperor penguin re-
lies on ice for breeding, and is
the most vulnerable of
Antarctica's species. In the
worst-case scenario, the em-
peror penguin is at risk of ex-
tinction by 2100 the only
species in our study facing
this fate. Climate change will
also likely wreak havoc on
other Antarctic specialists,
such as the nematode worm
Scottnema lindsayae. The
species lives in extremely dry
soils, and is at risk as warm-
ing and ice-melt increases
soil moisture. Climate change
won't lead to a decline in all
Antarctic species in fact,
some may benefit initially.
These include the two
Antarctic plants, some moss-
es and the gentoo penguin.
These species may increase
their populations and become
more widely distributed in
the event of more liquid
water (as opposed to ice),
more ice-free land and
warmer temperatures.

So, what to do?
Clearly, current conserva-

tion efforts are insufficient to
conserve Antarctic species in
a changing world. The ex-
perts we worked with identi-
fied ten management strate-
gies to mitigate threats to the
continent's land-based
species. Unsurprisingly, miti-
gating climate change (listed
as the "influence external pol-
icy" strategy) would provide
the greatest benefit. Reducing
climate change to no more
than 2 degrees Celsius of
warming would benefit up to
68% of terrestrial species and
breeding seabirds. The next
two most beneficial strategies

were "managing non-native
species and disease" and
"managing and protecting
species". These strategies in-
clude measures such as
granting special protections
to species, and increasing
biosecurity to prevent intro-
ductions of non-native
species.

How much would it all
cost?

The United Nations' COP15
nature summit concluded in
Canada this week. Funding
for conservation projects was
a core agenda item. In
Antarctica, at least, such con-
servation is surprisingly
cheap. Our research found
implementing all strategies
together could cost as little as
USD 23 million per year until
2100 (or about USD 2 billion
in total). By comparison, the
cost to recover Australia's
threatened species is estimat-
ed at more than USD 1.2 bil-
lion per year (although this is
far more than is actually
spent). However, for the "in-
fluence external policy" strat-
egy (relating to climate
change mitigation) we includ-
ed only the cost of advocating
for policy change. We did not
include the global cost of re-
ducing carbon emissions, nor
did we balance these against
the much greater economic
costs of not acting. As
Antarctica faces increasing
pressure from climate change
and human activities, a com-
bination of regional and glob-
al conservation efforts is
needed. Spending just USD 23
million a year to preserve
Antarctica's biodiversity and
ecosystems is an absolute
bargain.

(Conservation biologist,
Queensland University of

Technology.)
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Collective effort for
ultimate success

Throughout the history of
sporting world, innumerable
teams have won the most cov-
eted trophy in respective dis-
ciplines. But have the world
ever witnessed the winning
captain hitting the bed with
the trophy as Lionel Messi
has done the unthinkable
with Jules Rimet. Leaving
aside the question whether
such a gesture poses assault
upon the dignity of the tro-
phy ; it must definitely be
asked whether Argentina has
won the World Cup solely due
to the skills of Messi. Didn't
Argentina reach the final just
because of the collective ef-
fort of the whole team includ-
ing the coach and backroom
staff. Didn't Angel Di Maria
score the only field goal for
the team (not penalty). What
about Emiliano Martinez
who might be scandalising
the game through consistent
off-field antics and vulgarity;
but as a goalkeeper, didn't he
make excellent saves both in
actual play time and finally
in the shoot-outs. Also what
about the other Argentina
players who had scored suc-
cessfully in most crucial
shoot-outs. Without their con-
tributions, could Messi suc-
ceed in laying his hands upon
the trophy (sleeping with it
being absolutely out of ques-
tion). As the Captain of the
team, it was natural that
Messi would be the first per-
son to receive the trophy. But
how can he take it to his bed-
room to sleep (and allowing
others to click it in supposed
"privacy" and publicise it) as
if he is the "sole owner" of it
unlike the Grand slam tro-
phies won by Federar-Nadal-
Djokovic brigade. Never can
an individual (however Great
or Greatest he/she might be
or even the Captain) treat
himself/herself above the
team specially when ultimate
success get attained only by
virtue of collective effort and
contribution. Last but not the
least. Would Lionel Messi
have raised his hands up and
taken sole responsibility of
failure had Argentina lost the
final or got knocked out in
earlier stages of the World
Cup.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

Test travellers
The detection of cases of

the highly transmissible BF.7
Omicron variant in the coun-
try should alert the govern-
ment as well as the people.
This variant is responsible
for the current Covid explo-
sion in China. The hard les-
sons learned from past Covid
waves should not be forgot-
ten. The random sampling of
India-bound international
passengers may not suffice.
All passengers coming from
China must be tested and put
under observation at least for
a week. Travel to China
should be allowed only in
very pressing cases. States
should be directed to be
ready for a renewed vaccina-
tion drive. A second booster
dose should also be encour-
aged. It is the duty of all citi-
zens to go for the necessary
vaccination and wear masks
in crowded places.

HL Sharma, Amritsar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Other species may follow if we don’t act
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Men dressed as Santa Claus along with hotel staff ride on a horsecart during Christmas celebrations, in Amritsar, Sunday, Dec. 25.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

N ine assembly elections will take place between
February and December 2023 stretching from

Telangana to Tripura. Collectively these polls will be the
last chance for opposition to test the mettle of the incum-
bent BJP before the May 2024 general elections. Any real-
istic assessment of the next national polls must begin
with the premise that the BJP is exceptionally well
placed. Make no mistake, 2024 general election campaign
began in December 1 with the commencement of India’s
year-long presidency of the group of 20. The click roll—
out of this milestone included automated text to mobile
subscribers hologram projected onto national monu-
ments, full page news advertisements and an op-ed
penned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in all the lead-
ing newspapers. The coup de grace is the lotus flower icon
just so happens to be both India’s chosen G20 logo and BJP
symbol. To be fair, Modi’s personal popularity is running
well ahead of his party’s. For example, the PM was the be-
ginning, middle and end of the recently concluded assem-
bly campaigns in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh. This
may not be enough to overcome local factors in the con-
text of an assembly campaign, such as in Himachal
Pradesh, or municipal elections as Delhi. But a leader
with a 59% net approval rating, according to Morning
Consults Global Leader tracker, is an asset for BJP fight-
ing a national election. So, what about the Opposition? In
June, 2019, election post -mortems were replete with the
woes of a fragmented, leaderless, out organized, an out-
funded Opposition. Any impartial evaluation of the
Opposition at year’s end would begin with these short-
comings. But, at long last, there are signs of creative de-
struction underway in the opposition ranks. Let’s begin
with the Congress. The Bharat Jodo Yatra, has on the sur-
face, been qualified success. Even BJP insiders are sur-
prised at the crowds, grassroots support, and compelling
photo — ops the Yatra has produced. However, one can
argue that it has been more successful in rehabilitating
Rahul Gandhi’s image than rebuilding the party’s tattered
election machine. The Yatra’s itinerary is divorced from
hard—nosed calculations of electoral politics, an admis-
sion its planners have said was by design. Yet, the
Congress is theoretically in the business of winning elec-
tions, not running a social advocacy organization. In the
meantime, the Congress’s listless Gujarat campaign has
allowed Aam Aadmi Party to establish itself as a third
force while the Congress saw its vote share drop by nearly
15 percentage points in five years. If there’s one estab-
lished empirical fact about the Congress politics over last
four decades, it is this: once the Congress falls below sec-
ond place in the state, it never rebounds. The party can
scarcely squander market share in a traditional bipolar
state since it is hard pressed to make up votes elsewhere.
Beyond the Congress, the AAP has its national ambitions
clear. With the AAP’s entry in Gujarat, in addition to its
hold on Delhi and Punjab, Arvind Kejriwal has firmly en-
tered the 2024 conversion. However, in both Gujarat and
Delhi Municipal elections, the AAP underperformed ex-
pectations. The party has decided, alternately to put on
questions of nationalism or try to outflank the BJP on the
Right. Muslims firmly rejected AAP in Gujarat.
According to Lokniti –CDSM data, Muslims in the state
strongly consolidated behind the Congress. Furthermore,
it is not clear that this strategy can even win over core
Hindu votes.

Vijaykumar H K

I t is a major concern in the country that teens are
using illegal drugs like paint fumes on a daily basis

these days. Inhalants like paint fumes are the substances
that are used to achieve a variety of different psychoactive
effects.Paint fumes pollute the environment also.Inhalant
abuse includes a wide range of household products that can
be purchased by almost anyone, such as aerosols, solvents,
cleaners, pain relievers, and paints.The most concerning of
these is Huffing Paint.The vast majority of people who con-
tinue to use inhalants like paint fumes are under the age of
eighteen, which is particularly concerning.The "huffing"
process typically entails placing the substance (e.g., paint)
in a container, such as a bag, and then rapidly breathing in
the fumes to achieve the psychoactive effects.Because these
psychoactive effects are frequently fleeting, people will con-
tinue to "huff" the fumes in order to prolong the
effects.According to the studies, younger people are more
likely to inhale products like paint fumes and paint thinner,
while older people are more likely to inhale products con-
taining nitrous oxide.According to studies, huffing has a va-
riety of effects on the body.Individuals with a history of
sniffing paint fumes performed significantly worse on
measures of motor speed, set shifting, attention, and memo-
ry, according to the findings. The results also showed that
huffing/sniffing paint fumes for a longer period of time
(i.e., those with a long-term abuse problem) was associated
with more severe impairments on these measures. This im-
plies that individuals had significant changes in their
brains as a result of this substance. According to studies,
individuals who have chronically inhaled substances such
as paint fumes and paint thinners have brain damage in a
number of areas.Because the effects of sniffing paint fade
quickly, some people begin to "huff" repeatedly for long peri-
ods of time in order to prolong the psychoactive effects.
This is a potentially hazardous practise. Some people who
are otherwise healthy but sniff paint and other inhalants
for long periods of time can develop a syndrome known as
sudden sniffing death syndrome. This can happen even to
people who do not regularly use inhalants. Death is usually
caused by an overdose of the chemicals in paint fumes,
which causes cardiac failure.Individuals who huff on a reg-
ular basis are at risk of developing a formal substance use
disorder. Individuals develop tolerance to inhalants, crav-
ings for them, and may develop a formal withdrawal syn-
drome as a result of continued misuse of inhalants such as
paint fumes, so our centre regime should ban paints that
emits harmful fumes.

Paints which emits harmful
fumes has to be banned

Modi blew the whistle for Lok
Sabha poll with G20 Presidency

Antarctica’s emperor penguins 
could be extinct by 2100

James Rawlings 

W hy doesn't the rain-
bow have colours

like black, brown and grey in
it? Ivy, aged four, Kent, UK.
Many of us have seen rain-
bows in the sky once the sun
starts shining again after a
spell of rain. For us to see a
rainbow, the conditions need
to be just right. We need
some water droplets in the
air like rain or even fog and
we need the Sun to be behind
us and quite low to the
ground. This is because a
rainbow is created by light
passing through water
droplets. The light that
comes from the sun seems
white to us. But the white
light we see in everyday life
is actually made up of a mix
of different colours. When

the light goes through a rain-
drop, these colours can sepa-
rate out.

Waves of light
You wouldn't know it to

look at it, but light travels in
waves, like waves moving
across the ocean. Each of the
colours in the rainbow have
what we call a different
"wavelength". This means
that the distance between
the tops of the wave is a dif-
ferent length for each colour.
The colours, from violet with
the shortest wavelength to
red with the longest, are
called the "visible spec-
trum". Raindrops look more
like little balls than the
teardrop shapes we often
draw. When light hits one
one of these little balls of
water, the light can change
direction. We call this "re-

fraction".
Each of the different wave-

lengths is refracted by a
slightly different amount. If
the light hits the raindrop at
the right angle, the refrac-
tion separates the wave-
lengths out into their differ-
ent colours. As lots of light is
refracted through lots of
raindrops, we see these
colours as a rainbow in the
sky. The order the colours
come in is set by how long
their wavelength is. When
we learn about the rainbow,
we are taught that there are
seven colours: red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, indigo
and violet. But this isn't
strictly true.

Colours in the rainbow
The different colours

blend into each other, and it
is difficult to tell where one

colour ends and another be-
gins. There are other colours
in between them, where they
mix like turquoise between
blue and green. Blue and
green are next to each other
in the colour spectrum,
which is why we can see
turquoise where they blend
into each other. Some
colours, though, are mixes of
colours that aren't next to
each other in the spectrum.

Brown, for instance, is a
mix of red and green. But
the red and green bands in
the rainbow aren't next to
each other, so we don't see
them mix to make brown.
The same is the case for
many other colours that are
mixtures - if the colour
bands in the rainbow don't
overlap then they can't mix.

But there are two colours

we would never see in a rain-
bow - black and white. Black
is the absence of colour it's
what's we see when there's
no light at all. On the other
hand, white is a combination
of all the colours together.
When light is refracted by
raindrops it separates the
white light out into the visi-
ble spectrum, meaning it is
no longer white. Grey is a
mix of black and white, and
as we can't ever see black
and white in a rainbow, we
also can't see colours made
by mixing them. Next time
you see a rainbow, look out
for how many colours you
can spot in it and the colours
that you can't see.

Hourly Paid Lecturer in
Physics, Nottingham

Trent University

Why doesn’t the rainbow have black, brown and grey in it?
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Garuda Aerospace
receives 

Chennai: Drone man-
ufacturer Garuda
Aerospace has re-
ceived the Type
Certification and
RPTO (Remote Pilot
Training
Organisation) ap-
provals from the
Director General of
Civil Aviation for the
indigenously designed
kisan drones, the com-
pany said on Sunday.
DGCA Type certifica-
tion is provided on the
basis of the quality
check and is issued
after a rigorous testing
process of the un-
manned aerial vehicles.

NCLAT
New Delhi: The
NCLAT has set aside
an order passed by
fair trade regulator
Competition
Commission of India
(CCI) with respect to
DLF and directed it to
examine the matter.
The case pertains to
CCI rejecting a com-
plaint against DLF
and its subsidiary for
alleged abuse of the
dominant position on
the basis of a sec-
ond/supplementary
report from DG.

DPIIT 
New Delhi: The
Department for
Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) has
sought views of 16 de-
partments and min-
istries on its draft na-
tional retail trade poli-
cy, which is aimed at
overall development
of all formats of the
sector, an official said.
After getting com-
ments of all the de-
partments and min-
istries, DPIIT would
seek approval of the
Union Cabinet 
on the policy, the offi-
cial added.

Piramal Realty 
New Delhi: Piramal
Realty is targeting
about Rs 2,200 crore
sales bookings this fis-
cal, up over 40 per cent
year-on-year, on strong
housing demand, its
CEO Gaurav Sawhney
said. Founded in 2012,
Piramal Realty is the
real estate develop-
ment arm of business
conglomerate Piramal
Group. It is one of the
leading developers
with 15 million square
feet of residential and
commercial space
under development in
the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR).

Kannan Jubilee
Coffee

Coimbatore: Kannan
Jubilee Coffee
Company will be ex-
panding its retail out-
lets to 140 over the next
three years from the
present 70 in southern
parts of India and also
in United States, a top
official from the firm
said on Saturday.
Looking to open out-
lets in Delhi, Mumbai
and Kolkata, the
Coimbatore-based
company would re-
quire approximately
Rs 40 crore to Rs 50
crore for which it may
opt for joint ventures
and franchisees, com-
pany partner J
Shankar Krishnan
told reporters here.
The firm which pro-
duces Kannan Kaapi, a
popular coffee brand,
also launched 16 new
products including in-
stant coffee powder,
coffee decoction and
different flavours of
pickles and ready-mix
products for Tamil
Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala,
Krishnan said.

LNG DRIVEN FERRY

German Minister of Economics and Climate Protection Robert Habeck stands in front of a Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) driven ferry in the shipyard of Flensburg Shipbuilding Company (Flensburger
Schiffbau-Gesellschaft, FSG) in Flensburg, northern Germany, on December 25.

Chennai, Dec 25 (PTI):

India is recognised as
the pharmacy of the
world as the country pro-
duces global standard
medicine at affordable
cost, Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.

India supplies about 50
per cent of all of Africa’s
demand for generic medi-
cine, 40 per cent of USA’s
need for generic medicine
and 25 per cent of the UK’s
requirement of all medi-
cines, she said at the 35th
annual convocation of
The Tamil Nadu Dr MGR
Medical University here.

Besides, she said India
produces about 60 per cent
of global vaccines and 70
per cent of the World
Health Organisation’s

vaccines for essential im-
munisation schemes.

Talking about the
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme undertaken by
India, she said, “The
Centre, along with state
governments, executed
vaccination at a rapid
pace that by the time
Omicron variant of Covid
attacked us, we were pre-
pared to face it... India
could stand up to face the
challenge because of the

preparedness of a demo-
cratically-elected govern-
ment.” Many countries in
the world, including
China, which had ob-
tained WHO approval for
COVID vaccines much
earlier than India, are see-
ing resurgence of the pan-
demic, the Union minister
said, adding that India,
however, obtained WHO
approval much later after
repeated trials and scruti-
ny. With regard to medical
tourism, she said, it is esti-
mated to be around USD 9
billion which makes it
stand at 10th position in
the Global Medical
Tourism Index.

Approximately two mil-
lion patients visit India
each year from 78 coun-
tries for medical, wellness
and IVF treatments,
Sitharaman said.

India recognised as 
pharmacy of the world: FM

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

The country’s largest
insurer LIC may take a
call on composite licence
clause after the passage
of Insurance Laws
(Amendment) Bill in
Parliament, sources said.

As per the proposed
Bill, an applicant may
apply for registration of
one or more classes/sub-
classes of insurance busi-
ness of any category or
type of insurer.

However, reinsurers
are prohibited from seek-
ing registration of any
other class of insurance
business. A composite li-
cence will allow insurers
to undertake general and
health insurance via a
single entity. Sources said
LIC would take a call on
composite licence and

other issues emanating
out of passage of the Bill
in a comprehensive man-
ner taking into consider-
ation Life Insurance
Corporation Act, 1956.

The Bill, with proposed
amendments to the
Insurance Act 1938 and
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority Act, 1999, is ex-
pected to be tabled in
Parliament in the upcom-
ing Budget session start-
ing next month, sources
said.

If the proposal for com-
posite insurance registra-
tion is passed, there
would be change in sol-
vency margin and capital
requirement for these
companies. The proposed
amendments suggest that
the minimum paid up
capital be specified by the

Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) considering the
size and scale of opera-
tions, class or sub-class of
insurance business and
the category or type of in-
surer. Currently, solvency
ratio is pegged at 150 per
cent while paid up capital
is Rs 100 crore as per the
existing law.

The finance ministry
has recently circulated
for wider consultation
the amendment in insur-
ance law, including re-
duction in minimum cap-
ital requirement, with a
view to enhancing insur-
ance penetration, im-
prove0 efficiency, and en-
able product innovation
and diversification.
Insurance penetration in
India during 2021-22 was

4.2 per cent, remaining
same as in 2020-21.
Insurance density in
India increased from
USD 78 in 2020-21 to USD
91 in 2021-22. The level of
insurance density has re-
ported consistent in-
crease from USD 11.5 in
2001-02 to USD 64.4 in the
year 2010-11.

The proposed amend-
ments primarily focus on
enhancing the promoting
policyholders’ interests,
improving returns to the
policyholders, facilitat-
ing entry of more players
in insurance market lead-
ing to economic growth
and employment genera-
tion, enhancing efficien-
cies of the insurance in-
dustry - operational as
well as financial and en-
abling ease of doing busi-
ness.

LIC may look at composite 
licence after passage of Insurance Laws

Mumbai, Dec 25: End
your year on a high note
with Croma’s Festival of
Dreams, New Year sale.
Croma, India’s first and
trusted omnichannel elec-
tronics retailer from the
Tata Group, has rolled out
exciting offers on the de-
sired gadgets and appli-
ances across range of prod-
uct categories, including
laptops, mobile phones,
home appliances, TVs, and
more to make the shopping
dreams of its customers
come true. The sale is live in
stores and on Croma.com
through January 2, 2023,
best describes the holiday
season. Christmas & New
Year are the most celebrat-
ed occasions for all that
spells happiness. From
playing ‘Secret Santa’ to
buying a long-cherished gift
for loved ones – all the holi-
day desires of the valued

customers are taken care of
by the massive range of dis-
counts Croma is offering. In
addition, Croma is also in-
troducing three bands, Red -
offering 10% off, Green - of-
fering 5%, and White - offer-
ing 3% off for in-store pur-
chases to lucky draw win-
ners. The lucky draw bands
redeemable only in stores
in two phases, from
December 23 to December
25, and from December 31 to
January 1, 2023. Croma has
pulled in a plethora of of-
fers to mark the end of the
year with a bang. For the
ones looking to buy or gift a
smart phone to the loved
ones, not only 5G smart-
phones are starting at INR
12,999, but also an added bo-
nanza awaits as Croma is
offering a Smartwatch
worth ?4,999 Free on select
brands. For the gaming
nerds looking for an up-

grade, the 12th Generation
Intel(R) Gaming Laptops
are starting at just INR
54,990, while for the ones
looking for a budget laptop,
the Intel (R) Core(TM) i3
starts at INR 34990. Croma
is all set to assist the cus-
tomers in revamping their
homes with carefully curat-
ed season offerings at in-
credible prices on refrigera-
tors, washing machines,
smartphones, earphones,
televisions, home appli-
ances, and many more.
With 4K UHD TVs starting
at a monthly EMI of just
INR 990, LG OLED TVs
starting at just Rs 2990 per
month, fully automatic
washing machines starting
at INR 20,990, and side-by-
side 1.5-ton 3 Star Inverter
Split AC at just INR 34,990, a
complete home shopping
experience awaits the cus-
tomers.

Croma rolls out end-of-the-year
‘Festival of Dreams’ campaign 

Kolkata, Dec 25 (PTI):

India requires a corpo-
rate mandate on Research
& Development similar to
CSR to promote a technol-
ogy innovation culture
which will help build criti-
cal technologies here in
the country, Zoho
Corporation’s founder
Sridhar Vembu said.

The Padma Shree
awardee and CEO of the
country’s first billion-dol-
lar IT product company
said the country lacks a
culture of its own R&D
and pointed out that mere-
ly having manufacturing
facilities of global tech
product companies like
Apple will not bring “high
income jobs” for people at
large in India.

“A corporate mandate to
spend one or two per cent
on R&D is needed for India
like the two per cent CSR

(corporate social responsi-
bility) mandate. It is a high
potential investment,”
Vembu stated in a brief in-
terview with PTI.

He was in the city re-
cently to deliver his lec-
ture on ‘Transforming the
Indian Economy’ organ-
ised by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce
and Swadeshi Research
Institute. The government

has expanded the scope of
CSR to R&D but the coun-
try currently does not
have any dedicated re-
search mandate for corpo-
rates. Asked about India’s
success in receiving
Apple’s investment to
manufacture in India,
Vembu compared the situ-
ation with Mexico where
there are factories for US
companies but they don’t
have much value addition.

“We (India) have to
know what is a long-term
model for us,” he asked.

“We need those factories
but we also need the R&D,
to ‘own the technologies’
because we need to have
high income jobs to come
here (India). Then the in-
come will spread through
the economy. Mere facto-
ries without intellectual
properties will have limit-
ed benefit on the econo-
my,” Vembu said.

India needs corporate mandate 
on R&D: Zoho CEO Sridhar Vembu

Zoho CEO Sridhar Vembu

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

Riding on the back of a
26 per cent surge in tax col-
lections, the government
is set to unveil the next set
of reforms in tax adminis-
tration by pruning the
number of forms available
for filing Income Tax
Return (ITR) to improve
taxpayers’ experience and
reduce the time taken to
file returns.

Both direct and indirect
tax collections have been
buoyant in 2022 in clear in-
dication of revival of the
economy after the pan-
demic and also as a result
of government efforts to
plug tax leakages.

Going forward, as it
seeks to tighten the noose
around evaders, the gov-
ernment may also look at
stricter tax deduction
norms for e-commerce and
online service providers,

besides online gaming.
Taxation of the digital

economy, ensuring devel-
oping countries get their
fair share of taxes and
global coordination for
taxation of cryptocurren-
cies would be one of the
priority areas as India is
all set to host the leaders of
G-20 countries next year.

Rationalisation of long-
term capital gains tax
structure is also expected
to bring parity in holding
period between similar
asset classes. Currently,
shares held for more than
one year attract a 10 per
cent tax on long-term capi-
tal gains. Gains arising
from sale of immovable
property and unlisted
shares held for more than
2 years and debt instru-
ments and jewellery held
for over 3 years attract 20
per cent long term-capital
gains tax.

Buoyant tax collections
cushion Govt on fiscal front

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2255  ((PPTTII))::

The Board of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) is
being revamped by merging two
directorships into one and creat-
ing a new position of director for
corporate affairs in an attempt
to breathe fresh life into the
state-owned behemoth that is
increasingly looking beyond oil
and gas, sources said. ONGC
Board presently has six directors
for exploration, onshore opera-
tions, offshore operations,
finance, human resources and
technical and field services. It
used to be headed by a chairman
and managing director.

The government earlier this
month appointed Arun Kumar
Singh, who had recently retired
as head of oil refining and fuel
marketing company BPCL, as
the chairman of ONGC but not as
its managing director. While this
is the first instance of a 60-year-
old retired person being
appointed as the head of a
bluechip state-owned firm, the
government also initiated a

board revamp. A post of Director
(Production) has been created
after merging Director
(Onshore), who is in charge of
all oil and gas fields located on
land, and Director (Offshore)
who looks after all offshore
assets such as the prime
Mumbai High fields, two sources
aware of the matter said. A new
position of Director (Strategy &
Corporate Affairs) has also been
created.

The post of Director
(Production) will come into
effect from March 1, 2023 after
Director (Onshore) Anurag
Sharma superannuates on
February 28, 2023. The job is
likely to go to Pankaj Kumar,
Director (Offshore).

The new Director (Strategy &
Corporate Affairs) is likely to
look after information technolo-
gy, communication services,
safety, occupational health,
environment, business develop-
ment, joint ventures and market-
ing after a rejig of workforce
between the different functions
happens, the sources said.

ONGC board revamp on lines
of McKinsey suggestions

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

Assocham president
Sumant Sinha has called
for bringing down interest
rates for the industry, espe-
cially for the domestic re-
newables sector, which is
seeing high rates of 8-10
per cent compared to 3-4
per cent in the western
markets.

On his expectations
from the government for
the domestic power and re-
newable energy sectors in
the upcoming budget,
Sinha said interest rates
should be brought down
for the rate-sensitive sec-
tor.

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to present the
budget on February 1.

“Bring down the inter-
est rates because ours is a
very interest rate-centric

sector. ...it is high com-
pared to what you pay in
other parts of the world. In
India, the rate is in the
range of 8 per cent to 9.5
per cent for the industry
and (specifically) in power
and renewables (sectors) it
is 8-10 per cent,” Sinha,
who is also the Chairman
of ReNew Power told PTI
in an interview.

“In the western world,
rates are 3 to 4 per cent.”

Sinha said every 1 per-
centage point increase in
the interest rate has an im-
pact of about 15 paise on
the tariff of power. So, if
borrowing is cheaper, the
industry could provide
cheaper power to the buy-
ers, which will have a mul-
tiplier effect down the
chain.

Singh also suggested
that the allocation for PLI
for solar module manufac-
turing can be increased
from Rs 19,500 crore in the
Budget for FY2022-23.

“In our sector what we
would like to see happen-
ing is (announcement of)
the green hydrogen policy,
with some degree of subsi-
dization for manufactur-
ing of hydrogen if we have
to compete at the global
level.

Bring down interest rates for renewable
power: Assocham president Sumant Sinha

Assocham president
Sumant Sinha

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

With increasing conges-
tion across cities in India,
Maruti Suzuki India ex-
pects sales of its vehicles
with auto gear shift to pick
up further next year, ac-
cording to company
Senior Executive Officer,
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava.

The company had intro-
duced the auto gear shift
(AGS) technology that re-
lieves drivers from manu-
ally changing gears using
the clutch, for the first
time in 2013-14 on its
hatchback Celerio. It has
cumulatively sold 7.74
lakh units of such vehicles
across its portfolio so far.

“After we introduced
AGS, slowly we have ex-
panded it in so many of
our models. We do believe
that with increased con-
gestion, especially in

urban areas, AGS is a fur-
ther addition to the ease of
driving. So we believe
technology will pick up
even further,” Srivastava
told PTI.

The company has nine
models — Celerio, Alto
K10, WagonR, Dzire, Ignis,
Swift, Brezza, S-Presso
and Baleno — which come
with the AGS option.

In terms of AGS pene-
tration, he said, “It varies

between 12 per cent to 23
per cent across the mod-
els” and the volume
among individual models
also “varies because of dif-
ferent times of introduc-
tion”.

Celerio has clocked cu-
mulative sales of 2 lakh
units of AGS, followed by
WagonR at 1.39 lakh units,
Swift 1.24 lakh units, Dzire
1.01 lakh units, Alto K10
68,000 units, Ignis 49,000
units, Brezza 39,000 units,
S-Presso 37,000 units and
Baleno 20,000 units.

On the increasing ac-
ceptance of the AGS tech-
nology, Srivastava said it is
mainly due to the afford-
ability factor. He cited the
example of entry-level
SUVs where the price dif-
ference between a normal
transmission and AGS, is
just about Rs 50,000 result-
ing in AGS penetration of
around 19 per cent.

Maruti Suzuki expects sales of vehicles
with auto gear shift to accelerate

Maruti Suzuki  India
Senior Executive Officer,

Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava.

FPIs invest 
Rs 11,557 cr in
equities in Dec

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2255  ((PPTTII))::
Foreign investors have infused
a net Rs 11,557 crore in Indian
equities in December so far
despite a market correction
and increasing concerns over
re-emergence of COVID in
China and some other parts of
the world.

Going ahead, macro data
from the US and COVID news
will drive FPI flows and the
markets in the near term, said
V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

According to data with the
depositories, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) invested a net
sum of Rs 11,557 crore in equi-
ties during December 1-23.
This comes following a net
investment of over Rs 36,200
crore in November primarily
due to weakening of the US
dollar index and positivity
about overall macroeconomic
trends.

K
arisma Kapoor recre-
ated the iconic song
'Kajra Mohabbat

Waala' originally picturised
on her mother and veteran
actress Babita along with
yesteryear's Bollywood star
Biswajit from the 1968 film
'Kismat'. The track was spe-
cial in many aspects includ-
ing Biswajit becoming the
first hero of that era who
dressed as a woman for the

song. The hit number was
sung by Shamshad Begum
and Asha Bhosle. Karisma
is known for giving several
hits including 'Jigar',
'Anari', 'Coolie No.1', 'Jeet',
among others. She became a
star with her roles in
movies such as 'Raja
Hindustani' and 'Dil To
Paagal Hai'. Karisma won
the best actress award for

'Fiza'. The 48-year-old ac-
tress appeared on the
singing reality show and en-
joyed listening to the per-
formances by the Top 10
young talents including
Aarohi, Atharva,
Dnyaneshwari, Palakshi,
Harsh, Rafa, Prajyot,
Devika, Atanu, and Jetshen
on the tracks from the 60s
era.

D
irector-producer Aanand L. Rai and his team are
celebrating the first anniversary of his streaming
movie 'Atrangi Re'. The film featured Akshay

Kumar as the lead along with Sara Ali Khan and
Dhanush, and told the story of a girl who becomes men-
tally ill after suffering a childhood trauma.

Taking to his Instagram, the director shared pictures
of himself with Akshay Kumar. Sara Ali Khan and
Dhanush. He wrote in the caption, "Some memories are
unforgettable, remaining ever vivid and heartwarming."

Akshay played the role of an imaginary magician
named Sajjad. Sara also took to her social media to share
some BTS clips and fond memories from the sets of
'Atrangi Re'. She also penned down a heartfelt note,
thanking the team, director Aanand L. Rai, choreogra-
pher Vijay Ganguly and her co-stars. In the caption, she
wrote: "A year ago, today, I shared Rinku Suryavanshi
with all of you. Can't believe how time has flown. It feels
like just yesterday that @aanandlrai sir was making me
swing soda bottles in Bihar and @vijayganguly was
trying to teach me 'heroine wali ada' in Madurai."She
added in her caption, "I wish I could just go back and
do all those 2 hour drives on the outskirts of UP-
Bihar, late nights baarish shoots in Varanasi, sun-
rise drives in Delhi with sir, long steady cam
shots with sprints and thumkas, and of course
the idlis and sambar that @dhanushkraja
would feed us and the sarson ka saag that
@akshaykumar sir got us all.

"Seema Ji I so miss being beaten by chap-
pals by you because every moment after
that you've just been so loving, helpful
and giving to me. Missing @aanandl-
rai and his laad-pyaar a lot today."

'Atrangi Re' released on Disney+
Hotstar on December 24, 2021,
and received a positive re-
sponse overall, although
many netizens objected to
the portrayal of mental
health in the film.

ACROSS

1. Performs onstage

5. Group of three

9. ____ metal

14. Burglar's booty

15. Rip apart

16. Barton or Bow

17. Excessive pride

19. Modernize

20. Spanish girl

21. President Ronald ____

22. Party

23. Yard covering

24. Bowling lane

27. Diving bird

29. Discount event

33. Foot part

34. Practical joke

35. Continually

36. Adoration

38. Supported

40. Loud noise

41. On a cruise

42. Orange drink

43. ____ had it!

44. Clairvoyant person

45. Fair (hyph.)

47. Surrendered

49. Wild animal's home

51. Canvass

53. Like Swiss mountains

56. Redoes the kitchen

60. ____ mignon

61. Reckless one

62. Entertain

63. Modern Persia

64. Go up

65. Takes it easy

66. Disarray

67. Cabbage salad

DOWN

1. Woe is me!

2. Apple part

3. Shredded

4. Curly or Moe

5. Forest path

6. Leased apartment

7. Machu Picchu dweller

8. Poetic work

9. Metal fastener

10. Scouring powder

11. Chimed

12. Region

13. Hock

18. Dull color

21. Scope

23. Borrowed money

24. Motorist's aid

25. Slack

26. Embankment

28. Monstrous giants

30. Elude

31. Take off

32. Was mistaken

37. Most ahead of time

38. Count ____ of jazz

39. Smell

46. Musical dramas

47. Oaf

48. Church leaders

50. Poker stakes

52. Foretelling signs

53. Not nearby

54. Shade of green

55. Asset

56. Infrequent

57. Corrupt

58. ____ Kudrow of "Friends"

59. Large quantity

61. Faintly lit
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Sara Ali Khan 

pens heartfelt 

note on ‘Atrangi Re’

first anniversary
A

nupama Chopra brought
these exceptional talents
together to discuss the

year that was, break down scenes
from their films and name per-
formances from the year that
made them jealous.

Rishab Shetty on life after
Kantara said, “Nothing has
changed for me after Kantara
and it will not. It will always stay
the same. Whenever I start work-
ing on my next film, I will start it

exactly how I did Kantara. I
have always believed in start-

ing from scratch. I only
bring the idea of success to

my heart but do not let it
go to my mind.”

Janhvi Kapoor
spoke about how so-

cial media presence
cannot be confused

for stardom. She
said, “If all 21

million of my
I n s t a g r a m
f o l l o w e r s

came and
watched Mili
it would’ve

been a huge hit. So as actors
today if you have a social media
presence then that makes you an
influencer and an actor. And
being an influencer might make
your stardom more accessible."

Vidya Balan spoke in favour of

women-led films. The Jalsa actor
said, “We’ve worked so hard as
women to have a certain stand-
ing today where we are headlin-
ing more films so I love how post-
pandemic because the men’s
films aren’t working they turn

around and say that the women’s
films are not going to work all the
more. How ridiculous. What
about Gangubai Kathiawadi? It
did better than most male hero-
driven films.”

Ayushmann Khurrana dis-
cussed a scene from his film that
really terrified him. “In 'An
Action Hero', when I had just re-
covered from COVID, the doctor
told me not to exert myself too
much and I had to run the first 5
days. It was my first action film
and there was this hunger to just
do something very different and
out of my skin.”

Dulquer Salmaan and
Rajkummar Rao addressed the
changing nature of stardom.

Dulquer said, “I am not chas-
ing superstardom. I want to just
really try and find films that ei-
ther challenge me as an actor or
it's a film that I want to watch.”

While Rajkummar Rao said,
“When a good film doesn't work,
it really hurts. When a bad film
works, it also hurts a little bit. So
I just hope we make good films
and they do good work.”

Pan-Indian actors came together for 
‘The Film Companion Actors’ Adda 2022’

N
ew Year par hoga
dhamaal as Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s prestigious
singing reality show,
‘Indian Idol – Season 13’
will be celebrating its
grand ‘Success Party on
1st January 2023 from 8:00
PM to 11:00 PM!’ Making
the ‘mausam musicana,’
hamare contestants ka
saath nibhaane aayegi
desh bhar ki jaani maani
hastiyaan! Celebrating the
show's success in the new
year, the special episode
will not only see the Top 10
contestants; Rishi Singh,
Vineet Singh, Navdeep
Wadali, Shivam Singh,
Chirag Kotwal, Sonakshi
Kar, Bidipta Chakraborty,
Senjuti Das, Debosmita
Roy and Kavya Limaye set
the tone for the grand
event but adding on to the
entertainment and laugh-

ter quotient will be the
who’s who from the music
and entertainment indus-
try! Not only this but join-
ing host Aditya Narayan
will be Haarsh
Limbachiyaa and together,
the dynamic duo will be

seen adding chaar-chand
to the show.

On this special day, view-
ers will witness some of
the legendary and
renowned names from the
industry like Jeet Ganguly,
Mahalakshmi Iyer, Ash

King, RJ Malishka,
Dhvani Bhanushali, Rahul
Vaidya, Divyansh &
Manuraj, Pawandeep
Rajan, Sreerama Chandra,
Kunal Rawal and
Abhimanyu Dasani.
There’s more! Adding
comic relief to the event
will be comedy masters;
Gaurav Dubey, Kettan
Singh and Nitesh Shetty
who will surely leave
everyone in splits.

Setting an extraordi-
nary climax to the ‘Success
Party’ will be, ‘Mumbai Ki
Rani’ RJ Malishka who
will be seen engaging the
judges, Vishal Dadlani and
Himesh Reshammiya and
host Aditya Narayan into
an intriguing segment of
‘Sach Ka Sammna.’ It will
be interesting to witness
the judges and host spill
the beans that is less talked
about!

‘Indian Idol – Season 13’ invites to its grand ‘Success Party’

Bollywood couple Riteish
Deshmukh and Genelia

D'Souza recalled their initial
years of relationship and how
they have preserved the gifts
that they exchanged back then.
Riteish and Genelia met on the
sets of their 2002 film 'Tujhe
Meri Kasam'. They dated for
almost 9 years before tying the
knot on February 3, 2012. While
talking about the first gift they
gave to each other, Riteish
said: "She still has that gift. I
gave her a rose, which she
cherished inside a book. It's
been 20 years and we still have
it." He added: "When we were
dating there was no such thing
as video call and calls and mes-
sages during outdoor shoots
would be very expensive. I was
in New York for 30 days and

she was doing most of the
films in the south, so we decid-
ed to write letters to each
other every day. So when we
met after 30 days, we
exchanged all the 30 letters
and would read what hap-
pened to us in those 30 days."
Genelia added: "We still have
those letters." While recalling
a wedding sequence from his
film 'Masti', Riteish said:
"There was a wedding
sequence where we both were
dressed up as bride and
groom, so we went to the vani-
ty and clicked a few pictures
as we did not know if we
would ever get married in real
life. I still remember the time
when I put a mangalsutra
around Genelia's neck, it felt
like a fairytale."

Letters, roses, romance:
When Riteish and

Genelia were dating

T
V star Rupali
Ganguly of
'Anupamaa' fame

shared a video of her
dancing to the tune of
'Jingle Bells'.

With her curled hair,
Christmas cap, and red
top, the actress made
her fans go gaga with
her dance moves. She
was seen enjoying the
music and ringing in the
yuletide spirit with full

gusto. The 45-year-old
actress wrote in the cap-
tion: "Time of the year
to go lil extra dancing,
as the Santa comes with
his bag full of joy and
makes us happier!!
Merry Merry
Christmas.."

After her post, many
of her fans admired her
dance moves and shared
their best wishes. One of
her fans commented:

"Rupali Santa looks too
cute" Another fan reiter-
ated: "Looking so cute..."

Rupali is known for
her TV shows such as
'Sarabhai vs Sarabhai',
'Baa Bahoo Aur Baby',
'Parvarrish – Kuchh
Khattee Kuchh Meethi',
'Sanjivani', and many
more. She has become a
household name with
her titular role in the
show 'Anupamaa'.

Rupali Ganguly spreads X’mas cheer
with her dance moves

Karisma recreates iconic
‘Kajra Mohabbat Wala’
song with Bharti Singh

During Christmas week, &TV viewers
will get to witness the high-voltage

drama in Doosri Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai. About
the Christmas celebration in &TV show
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, Daroga Happu
Singh shares, “The kids want to embark
on a trip during their Christmas vacation.
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak) and Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) vote on the destination,
with Rajesh suggesting Manali and Katori
Amma preferring Jabalpur. Daroga
Happu Singh (Yogesh Tripathi) supports
Rajesh, and the two decide to visit Manali.
Upset and angry with the decision, Katori
Amma wishes for a landslide in Manali.
Everyone boards Sanjay Choudhary's car
for the journey. On their way, they hear on
the radio that a landslide has occurred in
Manali, closing the road. Everyone re-

turns home. The children express their de-
sire to see snow to Katori Amma, who re-
sponds, ‘Mera bass chale... yahi Kanpur
mein barf gira doon’, and it soon begins to
snow. Rajesh and Bimlesh (Sapna
Sikarwar) notice that everything Katori
Amma says come true.”

&TV viewers to witness the high-voltage drama
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Mirpur, Dec 25 (PTI):

A dogged 71-run stand
between Shreyas Iyer and
R Ashwin came to India's
rescue as the visitors
fought back from a hope-
less situation to pull off a
three-wicket win over
Bangladesh in the second
Test and clinch the series
2-0 here on Sunday.
With India at 74 for
seven chasing
1 4 5 ,
Bangladesh
were on
course for their
first ever Test win
against their for-
midable neighbours
before Iyer (29 not out off
46) and Aswhin (42 not out
off 62) denied them with an
unbeaten 71-run stand off
105 balls.

Off-spinner Mehidy
Hazan Miraz (5/63)
gave his all on way to a
five wicket haul but it
did not prove to be
enough. The come-from-
behind win meant India
wrapped up the series 2-0
to strengthen their
chances of a second
straight final appearance
in the World Test
Championship.

Bangladesh spinners
were all over the Indians
after the start of play on
Sunday. Resuming the in-
nings at 45 for four, India
lost Jaydev Unadkat (13) in
the second over of the day.

After slog sweeping
Miraz for a six, Unadkat
was caught plumb in front
of the stumps with a slider
from Shakib Al Hasan.
Unadkat took the review in
desperation but ended up
wasting it.

India's crisis man
Rishabh Pant walked into
the middle and tried to put
the pressure back on the
opposition with his count-

er attacking approach. The
southpaw had changed the
course of the first innings
with his 93 but fell for nine
on this occasion with
Miraz trapping him leg be-
fore. It became 74 for seven
when a well set Axar Patel
(34) became Miraz's fifth
wicket. It was the

straighter one again that
thud into his pads before
clipping the leg stump.

India were staring at
their maiden defeat
against Bangladesh before
Iyer and Ashwin provided
a ray of hope with a gritty
stand. The duo was happy
to preserve their wicket

initially before Iyer
changed the momentum
with back-to-back bound-
aries off Shakib in the 41st
over. Miraz offered a loose
ball in the following over
and Iyer was quick to make
room and punch it through
cover for another bound-
ary.

Bangladesh resorted to
pace in their bid to break
the stand but the plan did

not work. Ashwin, who
was dropped at short leg on
one, collected a couple of
boundaries off right arm
seamer Khaled Ahmed to
bring the target down to
just 26 runs.

Miraz was brought into
the attack as the last throw
of dice but Aswhin pulled
him for a six before back-
to-back boundaries, sealing
the win for the visitors.

Karachi, Dec 25 (AP):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam is focusing on turn-
ing around his team's for-
tunes in the upcoming
two-test series against
New Zealand rather than
getting distracted by the
sudden shakeup of the
Pakistan Cricket Board
setup.

Former PCB chairman
Najam Sethi returned to
lead the new 14-member
management committee of
the board after the govern-
ment removed Ramiz Raja
and also repealed the
body's constitution in the
aftermath of Pakistan's 3-0
loss to England in a test se-
ries last week.

Shahid Afridi was
named interim chief selec-
tor and the flamboyant for-
mer Pakistan captain im-
mediately beefed up the 16-
member squad for the test

series against the New
Zealand by adding three
more bowlers. "Things
have changed in the past
two, three days and there
have been changes, but as
a professional you have to
face such things," Babar
said Sunday on the eve of
the first test. "Our job is to
put effort on the ground
and our full focus is on
how to win the match, how

to take a good start in the
series and how to do well
in all the three depart-
ments of the game."

England's aggressive
style of play, dubbed
"Bazball" after coach
Brendon McCullum, re-
sulted in Pakistan getting
whitewashed at home for
the first time in a series
featuring three or more
games.

Ashwin, Iyer script dramatic 
come-from-behind win for India 

India's Shreyas Iyer (R) and Ravichandran Ashwin run between
the wickets during the fourth day of the second cricket Test match
between Bangladesh and India at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on December 25.

Dubai, Dec 25 (PTI):

India's 2-0 series sweep
over Bangladesh in
Mirpur on Sunday con-
solidated their position at

the number two
spot behind lead-
ers Australia in
the ICC World

Test Championship
standings. The se-

ries win brightened
India's hope for a back-to-
back WTC final appear-
ance. Chasing 145, India
were in real trouble at 74
for 7 but Ravichandran
Ashwin (42 not out ) and

Shreyas Iyer (29 not out)
held fort and stitched
unbeaten 71 runs for the
eighth-wicket to pull off
a three-wicket win on the

fourth day of the second
and final Test. This
helped India consolidate
their position behind
Australia with 58.92 per
cent of possible points
with a crucial home se-
ries against Australia
(four Tests) due in
February-March next
year.

India need to produce
some good results during
their series against pace-
setters Australia if they

are to make it to back-to-
back appearances in the
WTC final.

Australia are in the box
seat to qualify for their
first WTC final, with the
Pat Cummins' side cur-
rently holding a healthy
lead at the top of the
standings with 76.92 per
cent of possible points.
Fresh from their six-
wicket win over South
Africa, Australia have
two more matches at
home against the Proteas
in Melbourne and
Sydney. Four Tests in
India for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in
February and March next
year will be Australia's
final assignment in this
period, but they also have
the chance to seal their
place in the ongoing
home series. India took
the second place after
Dean Elgar side's loss but
the Proteas can still have
an opportunity to reclaim
their place inside the top
two by bouncing back in
the ongoing series in
Australia. South Africa
do have the luxury of two
matches at home against
the West Indies in
February and March.

India consolidate position at No 2,
remain in hunt for WTC final

Babar looking past PCB
changes, focusing on NZ

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

India's batting approach in the
two Tests against Bangladesh
was a far cry from the aggres-
sion promised by KL Rahul and
the buck stops at the stand-in
captain's doorstep after a close
shave in the Mirpur game which
could have gone the home
team's way.
The Indian bowlers did get the
40 wickets on expected lines
but their propensity to let the
opposition tail wag nearly cost
them the second Test which
was won by four wickets.
The day four surface was chal-
lenging but knocking off 145
should still have been a
straightforward job for India.
Instead, they chose to employ
ultra-defensive technique on a
track where that should have
been the last option.

In a small run-chase, letting
that sort of mindset allowed the
Bangladesh spinners to boss
the proceedings.
A special stand between
Shreyas Iyer and Ravichandran
Ashwin saved the blushes for
India but the below par per-
formance of the top-order and a
few tactical blunders raise plen-
ty of questions for the tougher
test that awaits them in the
upcoming home series against
Australia. India don't need to
copy England's uber aggressive
style of play popularly known as
'Bazball' but Rahul and Co
should have taken a leaf out of
their book at least while chas-
ing 145. Chasing 167 on a tricky
Karachi pitch, England shut the
game by racing to 112 for two
in 17 overs at stumps on day
three. They eventually 'gunned'
down the target in just 28.1

overs the following morning.
The Indian top-order did not
need to go hammer and tongs
like the English but it could
have done a lot more than just
defending against the rampag-
ing Bangladesh spinners.
Skipper Rahul's never looked
assured in the middle and was
dismissed on the front foot in
the two innings. His place in the
first Test against Australia in
February looks far from certain.
Shubman Gill and Cheteshwar
Pujara tried to step out of the
crease against offie Mehidy
Hasan Miraz but failed miser-
ably. The current generation's
struggles against spin are not
new and their underwhelming
showing against Miraz and Co
will only leave the much more
accomplished Nathan Lyon lick-
ing his lips ahead of the series
opener in Nagpur.

Team India: Rahul's approach, sane
selection calls are need of the hour

Indian cricketer Virat Kohli with wife Anushka poses for

photographs after being honoured by the Punjab Cricket

Association (PCA) for becoming the 13th Indian cricketer

to play 100 Test matches, at IS Bindra PCA Stadium,

Mohali, Friday, March 4, 2022. 

Birmingham: India's Harjinder Kaur atop the podium

poses for photographs after winning the bronze medal in

the women's 71kg category weightlifting event, at the

Commonwealth Games 2022 (CWG), in Birmingham, UK,

Monday, Aug. 1, 2022. 

Birmingham: Indian women's cricket team players pose for photographs with their sil-

ver medals and the tricolor after the medal ceremony at the Commonwealth Games

2022, Edgbaston Cricket Ground in Birmingham, UK, Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022.

Jakarta: Silver medallist Indian athletes, from left, Mohd Anas, Hima Das, MR

Poovamma and Rajiv Arokia pose for photographs after the medal ceremony of Mixed

4x400m Relay event at the 18th Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Wednesday,

Aug 29, 2018. (PTI Photo/Shahbaz Khan)  (PTI12_22_2022_000212A)

Stockholm: Olympic

champion javelin

thrower Neeraj

Chopra reacts after

setting a new nation-

al record and his per-

sonal best with a

throw of 89.94 mts at

the Stockholm

Diamond League.

Chopra finished sec-

ond at the meet after

the reigning world

champion Anderson

Peters of Grenada. 

Birmingham: Gold

medallist India's P.V.

Sindhu celebrates her

win in the Women's

Singles Badminton

final match at the

C o m m o n w e a l t h

Games 2022 (CWG),

in Birmingham, UK,

Monday, Aug. 8, 2022. 

Bengaluru: Madhya Pradesh's players take the trophy on a victory lap after winning

their final Ranji Trophy cricket match against Mumbai, at M Chinnaswamy Stadium in

Bengaluru, Sunday, June 26, 2022. 

Birmingham: Gold

medallists India's

S a t w i k s a i r a j

Rankireddy (L) and

Chirag Shetty pose

for photos with their

gold medals after

winning the Men's

Doubles Final

Badminton match

against England's

Ben Lane and Sean

Vendy at the

C o m m o n w e a l t h

Games 2022 (CWG),

in Birmingham, UK,

Monday, Aug. 8,

2022.
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In country’s coaching hub, students flock to scribble on ‘wall of beliefs’
Kota (Raj), Dec 25 (PTI): 

"Please let me get select-
ed in NEET 2023", "Dear
God, please give my con-
centration back", "AIIMS
Delhi please", "IIT Delhi for
me and Google for my
brother" -- these are not
part of any diary but wish-
es scribbled on "wall of be-
liefs" at a temple here by
scores of coaching centre
students.

Lakhs of students come
to Rajasthan's coaching
hub Kota every year with
dreams of getting into
some of the country's most
prestigious engineering
and medical colleges, but
many soon find themselves
bogged down by hectic rou-
tines, peer pressure and the
burden of expectations.

According to the priests at
the Radha Krishna temple
in Talwandi area, the faith
of students has been so
strongly cemented over the
years that the temple has to
be repainted every two
months.

More than 300 students
visit the temple daily, they
said. A record two lakh stu-
dents have enrolled in vari-
ous coaching institutes
here this year. Initially seen
as defacement by the tem-
ple authorities, the "wall of
beliefs" was named after
the temple became popular
in early 2000 when a few
students who had scribbled
their prayers cleared the
engineering entrance exam
IIT JEE and medical en-
trance tests.

"Long back, when a few

students came to pray here,
they scribbled their wishes
asking for their selection in
IIT JEE or medical en-
trance tests. A few months
later, parents of two stu-

dents visited the temple
and offered to make a dona-
tion for the temple claim-
ing the wishes of their chil-
dren scribbled on the wall
have been fulfilled and

from there it became a
trend. "Initially, people
used to write their wishes
anywhere on the temple
walls and we tried discour-
aging them citing deface-
ment and also warned of
action. But later when the
faith of locals and students
got cemented, we decided to
make dedicated areas in
the temple and called it
'wall of beliefs," Kishan
Bihari, one of the temple
priests, told PTI.

Another priest Trilok
Sharma said the temple is
repainted every two
months because the walls
often get filled with wishes
and there is no space for
others to write. "Whenever
students come, we also give
them blessings and
prashad and encourage

them that God only helps
when you do your best.
Hardwork is the key.

"We keep talking to stu-
dents and parents. At times
we find students have even
written the choice of
their colleges or their
ranks. We explain that it
is good to manifest but it
also has to be supplement-
ed with efforts," he said.
Battling with stress amid
the cut-throat competi-
tion, the temple is also the
place for students to medi-
tate and feel better.

"I have not written my
wish on the wall yet, I will
write it closer to the main
exam when I have confi-
dence in my preparation.
But during my course,
whenever I feel low or
stressed, I come here and

offer my prayers or do med-
itation to feel better," said
Pragati Sahu, a National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) aspirant from
Madhya Pradesh.

Srinagar, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Wearing Santa hats, a
group of Muslims on
Sunday converged at a
church here, distributed
sweets and exchanged
greetings as Christmas
was celebrated in Kashmir
with traditional enthusi-
asm and religious fervour.

The members of the
miniscule population of
Christians in Kashmir
thronged the churches for
Mass at many places. The
biggest Mass was held at
the Holy Family Catholic
Church at Maulana Azad
Road here, where dozens of
Christians, including
women and children, as-
sembled to celebrate the
birthday of Jesus Christ
and held special prayers.

The church was decorat-
ed with colourful buntings,

lights and balloons and it
wore a festive look. A
group of Muslims also cel-
ebrated Christmas at the
church to give a message of
communal harmony. They
wore Santa hats, distrib-
uted sweets and exchanged
greetings. The group mem-
bers said they came to the
church to spread the mes-
sage of communal harmo-
ny, brotherhood and peace.
"We did not want to let
them (Christians) feel that
they were isolated.

This is a very small com-
munity. So, we came here
to celebrate this festival
with them," a group mem-
ber said. Safiya, a resident
of the city, said she visited
a church for the first time.
"I feel good because people
from every community are
here and are celebrating
with each other, which is

very good and rare as
well," she said. Father
Brito said Muslims in the
valley have always stood
by the Christians.
"Christmas is a message of
love, joy and happiness.
Our Muslim brothers and
sisters are always with us.
They always help and sup-
port us. This is an opportu-
nity for us to share happi-
ness, joy and love with
each other," he said.

Among the believers
were tourists from differ-
ent parts of the country
who joined the locals on
the auspicious day. Similar
prayers were held at other
churches, including Saint
Joseph's Church in north
Kashmir's Baramulla, the
oldest Catholic Church in
Jammu and Kashmir, and
at a church in tourist re-
sort Gulmarg.

Jammu, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Various measures are in
place at famous Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine atop
Trikuta hills in Reasi dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir to tackle heavy
rush of pilgrims and avoid
any untoward incident, an
official said on Sunday.

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
has also issued guidelines
for strict adherence to the
COVID-19 guidelines as a
precautionary measure,
the official said.

In a first-ever stampede
at the shrine on January 1
this year, 12 pilgrims lost
their lives and 16 were in-
jured, prompting the
shrine board to introduce
Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) as
part of various projects
sanctioned for the conven-

ience of the pilgrims, bet-
ter crowd management
and tracking of the yatris
along the 13-km track and
the 'Bhawan' (sanctum
sanctorum).

"The shrine is ready to
meet heavy rush of devo-
tees around New Year. A
strategy has been chalked
out to ensure smooth regu-
lation of expected influx of
pilgrims, decongestion of
entire track, particularly
the Bhawan area, and all-
time surveillance through
CCTV dedicated network
of over 500 cameras," a
shrine board official said.

He said enforcement
teams of the board are
being deployed for four
days at the Bhawan from
December 30 to January 2
to keep an eye on the num-
ber of pilgrims to avoid
crowding.

The dedicated teams

will also ensure that the
pilgrims, except those hav-
ing valid accommodation
slips, return to the base
camp Katra immediately
after having 'Darshan' at
the shrine.

The official said the
shrine board has also
identified four holding
areas one each at Katra,
Ardhkuwari, Sanjichha
and Manokamana area to
accommodate the pil-
grims if their number in-
creases beyond the daily
limit of 50,000.

Earlier, Chief Executive
Officer, SMVDSB Anshul
Garg said the RFID-based
yatra registration cards
have been started with the
focus to enhance not only
the security but also en-
sure real time tracking of
pilgrims on the track en-
route Bhawan for better
regulation of the pilgrims

in accordance with the
holding capacity of the
trek and the shrine area
(Bhawan).

He emphasized the secu-
rity agencies not to allow
any pilgrims without a
valid RFID card for which
additional handheld scan-
ners may be put to use
with sufficient staff to
plug any shortfall. On the
concern about COVID-19,
the official said all the
stakeholders have been ad-
vised to wear masks while
dealing with the yatris.

The shrine board has
made wearing of face
masks mandatory for
every pilgrim attending
the 'Atka Arti' and in the
'darshan queue', the offi-
cial said.

On Friday, Chief
Secretary Arun Kumar
Mehta at a meeting had
said there is no need to

panic in view of rising
COVID-19 cases in neigh-
bouring countries as no
surge have been reported
so far in the Union
Territory.

However, Mehta en-
joined upon the health ex-
perts to take preemptive
measures so that the ad-
ministration is fully pre-
pared to meet any contin-
gency. He asked them to
activate all the Covid test-
ing facilities so that any
person desiring to test
finds the facility nearby.

He impressed upon
them to create ample
awareness among the pub-
lic so that no unnecessary
scare is created among
them. According to offi-
cials, there is currently no
bed occupancy related to
Covid in the health facili-
ties in the Union
Territory.

‘Set up medical
varsity in Pondy’

Puducherry Dec 25 (PTI): 

Puducherry Chief
Minister N Rangasamy on
Sunday urged Union
Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare
Bharati Pravin Pawar to
establish a medical univer-
sity here. At a meeting dur-
ing the Central Minister's
visit to the Union
Territory, Rangasamy sub-
mitted a memorandum
urging the Centre to set up
the varsity.

Earlier, the Union
Minister addressed a meet-
ing of officials of Health
Department of Puducherry
and the Centrally adminis-
tered JIPMER here. She re-
viewed the implementation
of various health-related
schemes, said an official re-

lease. PWD Minister of
Puducherry K
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n a n ,
Director of JIPMER
Rakesh Agarwal, Director
of Health of Puducherry
administration G
Sriramulu were among
those who attended the
meeting.

Covid concerns fail to
dampen Christmas spirit

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Hundreds thronged
churches across the na-
tional capital for
Christmas festivities on
Sunday after two years of
muted celebrations in the
shadow of the Covid pan-
demic with people seek-
ing to find a balance be-
tween rituals and precau-
tions.

Colourful lights,
Christmas trees, buntings
and balloons decked up
street corners, markets
and public areas as people
from all religions and cul-
tures celebrated the festi-
val with food and music.

Christmas this year
comes amid a low num-
ber of Covid cases.
However, church-goers

exercised caution consid-
ering the surge in infec-
tions in some countries.
Most churches urged the
people to wear masks and
follow Covid-appropriate
behaviour.

"It (crowd) was double
the number we witnessed
last year. There are no
harsher curbs like the
previous two years. So,
the number has obvious-
ly gone up," a spokesper-
son of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of
Delhi said. "However, we
urged people to wear
masks and maintain so-
cial distance considering
cases are rising in some
countries," he said.

An administration offi-
cial at the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of

Delhi said though people
turned out in big num-
bers this time, most of
them observed Covid-ap-
pripriate behaviour.

The pandemic had put a
halt to big congregations
with most churches host-
ing socially distanced cel-
ebrations for two years.

In 2020, churches in
Delhi held multiple mass-
es on December 24-25,
where a limited number
of people were admitted
through online registra-
tion to ensure social dis-
tancing.

Though there were no
restrictions on the num-
ber of visitors last year,
fewer people reached
churches amid concern
over the Omicron variant
of the coronavirus.
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PM Modi pays tribute to former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his birth anniversary, at Sadaiv Atal, in
New Delhi, Sunday.

TRIBUTE TO VAJPAYEE

People during Christmas celebrations at Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic Church, in New Delhi, Sunday.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

People throng markets, churches

Tunisha Sharma’s Death

Co-actor arrest-
ed on charge of

suicide abetment
Palghar, Dec 25 (PTI):
Police on Sunday arrested a
27-year old co-actor of televi-
sion and film actress
Tunisha Sharma on the
charge of abetting her sui-
cide in Maharashtra's
Palghar district, an official
said. The 21-year-old actress
allegedly committed suicide
on the set of a serial in Vasai
area here on Saturday, he
said. Based on a complaint
filed by Sharma's mother,
the Valiv police here regis-
tered a case against the de-
ceased's co-actor, Sheezan M
Khan, under Indian Penal
Code Section 306 (abetment
of suicide) and arrested
him, the station house office
of Valiv police station said.
Khan was later produced be-
fore a Vasai magistrate who
remanded him in police cus-
tody for four days, Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Tulinj) Chandrakant
Jadhav said.

Mariamnagar: A
tiny bit of Portugal

in Tripura
Agartala, Dec 25 (PTI):
25-year old Victor Sagar
D'souza, a descendant of
Portuguese settlers in the
northeast, wants to visit
the land of is ancestors in
search of his roots. D'souza
was born near the
Portuguese' Church at
Mariamnagar, on the out-
skirts of Agartala, where
his ancestors were settled
some 500 years ago. "I heard
many stories from my
grandfather and others
about how my ancestors
came to Tripura and how
they settled here. But with
the passage of time our tra-
dition, culture, food habits
have changed but we still
identify ourselves as de-
scendants of Portugese set-
tlers,", said D'souza, who
runs a retail shop near the
church, the epicentre of
Tripura's ̀ tiny Portugal'.

N Rangasamy

Mata Vaishno Devi shrine ready to meet NY rush of pilgrims

UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Muslims converge at church
to celebrate Christmas

Sacked from job,
man, his aide kill
Surat firm owner,

his father and uncle
Surat, Dec 25 (PTI): A
man and his associate
allegedly stabbed to
death the owner of an
embroidery firm in
Gujarat's Surat, his fa-
ther and uncle on
Sunday apparently as
he was angry with his
former employer for re-
moving him from job re-
cently, police said.

The triple murder
took place at the vic-
tim's company, Vedant
Texo, located in Anjani
industrial area of
Amroli area of Surat
city, they said.

The Surat Police de-
tained the two accused
and formed a Special
Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the case, a
senior official said.

"The accused and his
associate walked into
the company on Sunday
morning and stabbed
the owner of the unit,
his father and uncle to
death," Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP) (Zone 5) Harshad
Mehta said.

Both the accused
have been detained and
are being questioned,
he told reporters. The
deceased are identified
as Kalpesh Dholakia
(36), Dhanji Dholakiya
(61) and Ghanshyam
Rajodiya (48).

"A rift between the
owner of the embroi-
dery firm and his em-
ployee led to murder of
three persons...The in-
terrogation of the ac-
cused revealed that the
factory owner had ter-
minated the services of
the man 10 days ago
after he was found
sleeping during the
night shift. A heated ar-
gument had taken place
between them at that
time," he said.

TEMPLE EXCLUSIVELY FOR JEE, NEET WISHES

Wishes scribbled by JEE, NEET coaching students on ‘wall
of beliefs’ at Radha Krishna Temple in Kota. 



Bus overturns 
BBiijjaappuurr:: Two persons
were killed and five oth-
ers injured after a bus in
which they were travel-
ling overturned in Bijapur
district on Sunday, a sen-
ior police official said.

Minor fire 
MMuummbbaaii:: A fire broke out
on the third floor of a
five-storey building in
suburban Kandivali here,
but nobody was injured in
the incident, an official
said. The blaze erupted in
Geetanjali Building in
Samta Nagar locality in
the afternoon, the fire
brigade official said.

Prez visit
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: President
Droupadi Murmu will visit
the Srisailam temple in
Nandyal district in Andhra
Pradesh to inaugurate a
project of the Tourism
Department 'Prasad' on
Monday, officials said on
Sunday. Murmu will be
reaching the temple town
in chopper from
Hyderabad, they said.

Arrested 
JJaammmmuu:: An over-ground
worker (OGW) of terror-
ists was arrested in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Poonch district on
Sunday, police said. A pis-
tol and some ammunition
were seized from his pos-
session, they said. Tayab
Khan, a resident of Salwa,
was arrested in a joint
search and cordon opera-
tion by the police and the
Army in the Mendhar
area, a police official said.

Mishap
RRaaiisseenn:: Two medical stu-
dents were killed when
their motorcycle hit a road
divider in Madhya
Pradesh's Raisen district,
police said on Sunday. The
accident took place on
Saturday evening on
Bhopal-Jabalpur highway
near Obedullahganj, about
100 km from the district
headquarters, they said.

Bird flu
KKoottttaayyaamm:: Over 6,000
birds were culled in three
separate panchayats of
Kerala's Kottayam district
where a bird flu outbreak
has been confirmed. A
total of 6,017 birds, most-
ly ducks, were killed on
Saturday in the Vechur,
Neendoor and Arpookara
panchayats of the district,
a release from the district
administration said.

Militant attack
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A man escaped
unhurt after two motorcy-
cle-borne militants shot at
him in Jammu and
Kashmir's Shopian district
on Sunday, officials said.
The militants fired three
pistol rounds at Waseem
Ahmad Wani (27), resident
of Heerpora area of
Shopian, the officials said.
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BRIEF

A child dressed as Santa at
Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic

Church on Christmas, in New
Delhi, Sunday.
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Kanker, Dec 25: 

A head constable of the
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) was killed
after his subordinate al-
legedly opened fire at him
with a rifle in the state's
Kanker district on Sunday,
police said.

The incident took place
on Sunday morning at a
government college in
Kanker where the CAF's
11th battalion was de-
ployed for security duty as
a strong room was set up
in the institute for the re-
cently held bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly seat in the dis-
trict, Superintendent of
Police Shalabh Sinha said.

As per preliminary in-

formation, an argument
broke out between consta-
ble Purushottam Singh
and head constable
Surendra Bhagat over
some issue following
which Singh allegedly
opened fire with an Insas
rifle, he said. Bhagat died

on the spot in the firing, he
added. Singh subsequently
locked himself in a room
with the weapon. After
senior officials persuaded
him, he came out of the
room following which he
was taken into custody, the
official said.

Mirpur, Dec 25 (PTI): 

India defeated Bangladesh
by three wickets in the sec-
ond and final Test to clinch
the series 2-0 here on Sunday.

Chasing 145, India re-
sumed at 45 for four but lost
three wickets early before
Shreyas Iyer (29 not out) and
Ravichandran Ashwin (42
not out) held fort to guide the
visitors home in 47 overs.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
(5/63) was the top performer

with the ball for Bangladesh.
Earlier, India dismissed
Bangladesh for 231 in their

second innings to set them-
selves a target of 145. Litton
Das (73) led Bangladesh's
fightback on the third day
with seven fours in his 98-
ball innings. For India,
Umesh Yadav (1/32) re-
moved the dangerous Zakir
Hasan (51) just after the
southpaw struck a fifty,
while Axar (3/58) claimed
the scalps of Mehidy (0) and
Nurul Hasan (31) in the sec-
ond session. India won the
first Test by 188 runs.

Jashpur, Dec 25: 

Thousands of people as-
sembled at Jashpur's
Cathedral of Our Lady of
the Rosary, ranked as the
second largest church in
Asia in terms of seating
capacity, and other places
across Chhattisgarh to cel-
ebrate the Christmas festi-
val.

The church located in
Jashpur's Kunkuri town
has the capacity to accom-
modate nearly 10,000 peo-
ple.

In capital Raipur and
other major cities of the
state, churches were
decked up with lights and
Christmas trees where a
large number of people in
formal attire gathered late

Saturday night to attend
the midnight masses and
prayers on Sunday morn-
ing. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
the celebration at St Paul's
Cathedral in Byron Bazar
area of Raipur on Sunday
morning and prayed for
the prosperity of the

state's people. The celebra-
tions could not be held
with full fervour in the last
two years due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, but
this time people were seen
exchanging greetings out-
side churches in
Christ ian-dominated
areas of the state.

Thousands of people
from the Christian com-
munity congregated at the
Our Lady of the Rosary
Cathedral in Kunkuri
town of Jashpur on
Saturday night and offered
prayers till the wee hours
of Sunday, the church
Bishop Emmanuel
Kerketta told reporters.

The church is located in
the tribal Christians-domi-
nated Jashpur district in

the northern part of
Chhattisgarh.

At the Shanti Bhavan
church in Jashpur town,
around 2,000 Christian
families from 16 villages in
the vicinity gathered to
mark the celebration.

For the last two years,
people exchanged greet-
ings online, but this time,
everyone got the opportu-
nity to celebrate the festi-
val with traditional gaiety,
said J Majju, an assistant
professor at the St Thomas
College Bhilai (Durg dis-
trict). CM Baghel in a
tweet said, "Greetings and
best wishes to all people
belonging to Christian
community in the state on
the occasion of
'Christmas'".

Srinagar, Dec 25 (PTI): 

A huge cache of arms
and ammunition and "war-
like stores", including AK-
74 rifles, Pakistani-origin
hand grenades and balloons
with I Love Pakistan' mark-
ings, were recovered along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Uri Sector of Jammu and
Kashmir's Baramulla dis-
trict, an Army officer said
on Friday.

The recoveries were
made at a time when there
is huge desperation on the
Pakistani side to either in-
filtrate terrorists or smug-
gle war-like stores into
Kashmir as the number of
ultras and arms and ammu-
nition was at an all-time
low in the Valley, he said.

Giving details, General
Officer Commanding
(GOC) of Army's 19
Infantry Division Major

General Ajay Chandpuria
said based on intelligence
inputs received from multi-
ple intelligence agencies
over a period of two weeks
about infiltration attempts
and dumping of war-like
stores by terrorists in the
Hathlanga area of Rampur
Sector in Uri, multiple am-

bushes and search opera-
tions were conducted along
the LoC.

On Friday, a search oper-
ation was launched in the
general area of Hathlanga
Nala which lasted for eight
hours and concluded with
the recovery of arms, am-
munition and war-like

stores, he said. The recover-
ies include eight AK-74 ri-
fles, 24 AK-74 rifle maga-
zines, 560 7.62mm AK-74 live
ammunition, 12 .30mm
Chinese pistols, 24 Chinese
pistol magazines, 244
.30mm pistol live ammuni-
tion, nine Chinese hand
grenades, five Pakistani-
origin hand grenades, 81
balloons with "I Love
Pakistan" marking on
them, and five synthetic
gunny nags with Pakistani
marking, the Army officer
said.

"The situation is near
normal in Kashmir valley
as the number of terrorists
and the availability of war-
like stores is at an all-time
low. So, there is huge des-
peration from the other side
to either infiltrate terror-
ists or smuggle war-like
stores," he told reporters in
Baramulla.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Indian security agencies
have carried out a major de-
fence infrastructure re-
vamp including creation of
ramps for army tanks and
strengthening of BSF
bunkers along the
International Border with
Pakistan, since the two
sides announced a military
ceasefire in 2021, officials
said.

The first phase of the in-
frastructure renovation
and creation of some new
ones has been recently com-
pleted on a stretch of 26
kilometres along the front
in Jammu while another 33
kilometres in the same re-

gion is being carried out, of-
ficial sources told PTI.

Jammu shares a 192 km-
long front of the total 2,289
kilometres of the India -
Pakistan IB before it runs
down towards Gujarat and
Rajasthan on the country's
western flank. The Line of
Control (LoC) between the
two neighbours falls major-
ly in Kashmir and it is
about 772 kilometres long.

The defence infrastruc-
ture work that has been un-
dertaken includes creation
and revamp of multiple
DCBs (ditch-cum-bandhs),
maintenance of damaged
border fence, creation of
ramps for movement of
army tanks to the forward
areas, upgrade of Border
Security Force 'morchas'

(troop posts), bunkers and
locations for installation of
surveillance and other pro-
tection mechanism, offi-
cials said.

The work is being under-
taken through the funds re-
ceived from the Union
Home ministry, they said.

Officials said these works
were initiated and the first
phase was completed (on 26
kms) after India and
Pakistan renewed their
ceasefire agreement along
the front in Jammu and
Kashmir on February 20,
2021. "The other side too is
undertaking similar works
and both sides keep each
other informed in case a
major work is undertaken
near the fence," a senior
BSF officer said.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

The outgoing year 2022
has been inspirational and
wonderful for India, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday as he cited
many gains the country
made in the period, carv-
ing for itself a "special
place" in the world.

In his last 'Mann ki Baat'
episode of the year, Modi
also cited a Tata Memorial
Centre's research to assert
that the country's tradi-
tional methods like yoga
and ayurveda are now
standing up to the touch-
stone of evidence-based
medicine of the modern
era. An intensive research

done by this centre has re-
vealed that yoga is very ef-
fective for breast cancer pa-
tients, he said, noting that
it is the first such study.

Lauding the country's
feats in 2022, he said it at-
tained the status of the
world's fifth largest econo-
my, achieved the record
surpassing "incredible" fig-
ure of 220 crore Covid vac-
cine doses and crossed the

"magical" export figure of
USD 400 billion (one bil-
lion=100 crore) .

The country adopted and
lived its resolution of 'self-
reliant India' and wel-
comed its first indigenous
aircraft carrier INS
Vikrant and also attained
glory in space, drone and
defence sectors in the year,
he added. Modi said, "In
2022, the strength of people
of the country, their coop-
eration, their resolve, their
vast success was of such
magnitude that it would be
difficult to include all of
those in 'Mann Ki Baat'.
2022 has indeed been very
inspiring and wonderful in
many ways."

Kathmandu, Dec 25 (PTI):

President Bidya Devi
Bhandari on Sunday
appointed CPN-Maoist
Centre chairman
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
Prachanda' as the new
Prime Minister of
Nepal.
Prachanda has been
appointed as the Prime Minister
of Nepal as per the Article 76
Clause 2 of the Constitution,
according to a statement issued
by the President's Office here.
The President had called any
member of the House of
Representatives, who can gar-
ner a majority with support
from two or more parties as
stipulated in the Article 76

clause 2 of the Constitution to
submit a claim for the Prime
Minister's post.
Prachanda, 68, had submitted

the claim before the
deadline given by the
President expired at 5
pm on Sunday.
The swearing in ceremo-
ny of the newly-appoint-
ed Prime Minister will
take place at 4 pm on
Monday, according to

the President's Office.
Prachanda along with CPN-UML
chairman K P Sharma Oli,
Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP)
president Ravi Lamichhane,
Rastriya Prajatantra Party chief
Rajendra Lingden among other
top leaders earlier went to the
President's Office with a pro-
posal to appoint him as the new
Prime Minister, sources said.

Agra (UP), Dec 25 (PTI): 

A 40-year-old man, who re-
turned from China two days
back, has tested positive for
COVID-19 following which
he has been isolated at his
home here, Chief Medical
Officer Arun Srivastava said
on Sunday.

His samples will be sent to
Lucknow for genome se-
quencing, he said. "The man
has been isolated at his home
and teams of the health de-
partment have been asked to
conduct tests of his family
members and those who
came in contact with him,"
Srivastava added. The man
returned to Agra from China

via Delhi on December 23 fol-
lowing which he was tested
at a private lab. The report
came out positive for Covid,
he added. This the first Covid
positive case in the district
detected after November 25,
officials said. Amid a surge
in Covid cases in some coun-
tries, including China, the
Centre has ramped up its
anti-coronavirus measures.

The Centre had said RT-
PCR test would be made
mandatory for passengers
from China, Japan, South
Korea, Singapore and
Thailand and asked states to
conduct a mock drill on
December 27 to ensure readi-
ness of health facilities in-
cluding medical oxygen gen-
eration plants.

FIT OF ANGER

CAF jawan shoots
dead head constable

Accused jawan being taken away after the incident.

The incident took place on
Sunday morning at a govern-
ment college in Kanker where
the CAF's 11th battalion was
deployed for security duty as a
strong room was set up in the
institute for the recently held
bypoll to Bhanupratappur
Assembly seat in the district. As
per preliminary information, an
argument broke out between
constable Purushottam Singh
and head constable Surendra
Bhagat over some issue follow-
ing which Singh allegedly
opened fire with an Insas rifle.
Bhagat died on the spot in the
firing. Singh subsequently locked
himself in a room with the
weapon. After senior officials
persuaded him, he came out of
the room following which he was
taken into custody.

About the mishap

India beat B’desh, win series 2-0

Indian team poses with the trophy after wining second cricket test match against Bangladesh in
Dhaka, Bangladesh, Sunday.

BBaannggllaaddeesshh:: 227 & 231 all out
in 70.2 overs (Litton Das 73,
Zakir Hasan 51; Axar Patel
3/68).
IInnddiiaa:: 314 and 145 for 7 in 47
overs (Ravichandran Ashwin
42 not out, Axar Patel 26,
Shreyas Iyer 29 not out;
Mehidy Hasan Miraz 5/63).

Brief Scores

‘War-like stores recovered from Uri sector’

Arms, ammunition and other War Likes Stores along the Line of
Control recovered during a joint search operation by Army and
J&K police conducted on Dec. 24. 

‘Major infra revamp
taken up at border areas’ 
̈ At IB in J&K

Thousands offer Christmas prayers
at Asia’s second largest church 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITY

A woman offers rose at a church on the occasion of Christmas festival, in Kolkata, Sunday.

‘MANN KI BAAT’

‘India carved special
place for itself in world’

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Agra man who returned
from China tests positive’
̈ For COVID-19’

Prachanda returns
as Nepal PM

̈ With Oli’s support

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25:
Department of Sociology of
St Thomas College organ-
ised a one day workshop on
'Mind Mastery: A
Reprogrammer in
Learning'. The main objec-
tive of the workshop was to
adapt various tricks and
techniques of learning
with fun and master our
mind to reprogram for
learning even the most ab-
stract concepts.

Dr Joby PA, psychologist,
mind trainer, hypnothera-
pist and career counsellor
was the resource person of
the workshop. The session
was quite interesting and
interactive that kept the
students involved in the ac-
tivities of the workshop.

Principal Dr MG

Roymon, expressed his
gratitude and felicitated
the guest speaker with a
memento as a token of love
and congratulated him for
making the workshop
worth interesting and
mind boggling.

Administrator of the
college, Rev Father Dr
Joshi Varghese appreciat-
ed the guest speaker for in-
troducing such a topic for
the workshop. Deepti

Santosh, Head in charge of
Sociology Department,
welcomed the Resource
Person and Dr Hari
Prakash Sonwani,
Assistant Professor
Sociology Department, ex-
tended his support for the
smooth accomplishment of
the workshop. Sheryil P
Anil, member of student
association of sociology
department proposed the
vote of thanks.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2255::  DAV Public School
Hudco celebrated its Annual
Function for its senior wing with
grandeur and brio. The grand-
stand was dignified by chief
guest Dr Aruna Paha (Vice-
Chancellor, Hemchand
University, Durg) and Guest of
Honour Gitesh Kumar (IRS, Joint
Commissioner Income Tax,
Bhilai). 

The other distinguished digni-
taries present were BP Sahu
(ARO Cum Principal, Nandini),
Ravi Bhaskaran (Principal DAV,
Jamul), AB Purung (President,
LMC), PKJha (Chairman, LMC),
Surendra Gupta (Arya Samajist),
Priyanka Shukla  (HM, DAV
ISPAT, Sec 2) and Madam
Subrata Kar.

Commencing on a devotional
note with the lighting of the cer-
emonial lamp, by the eminent
guests, the programme ad-
vanced with the bouquet presen-
tation followed by welcome song

and dance. Prashant Kumar
(DRO and Principal DAV Public
School, Hudco) extended a
warm welcome to the digni-
taries, Media Personages and
Parents and presented the
School Annual Report. 

He read out the achievements
of the school both academic and
co-curricular and wished suc-
cess to the students who could
not make up for the prizes. His
address was followed by cultural
programs and felicitation of the
achievers and toppers of differ-
ent stream, best all rounder,
best student, best sports person,
best reader and special prizes
were awarded to Jasraj Sandhu,

Priyansh Bhaduri, Anmol
Malviya and Dhairya Kasar for
their fabulous achievement and
nomination in National Children
Science Congress making it a
special and memorable moment
for everyone.

Moments of the function were
marked by the precious words of
advice and appreciation by the
chief guest, during an address to
the parents. She specifically laid
special emphasis on the impor-
tance of the School in shaping
the character of the child and
applauded DAV's role in impart-
ing best education to the chil-
dren.

The spectacular cultural pro-

gram was an incredible amalga-
mation of various hues. The
event flagged off with melodious
welcome song and dance.
Students dazzled the spectators
with Classical, Semi Classical
Fusion, Ethnic Folk fusion and
Contemporary dance and made
them spell bound. 

The Hindi skit 'Hamari
Sabhyata' showcased how the
today's generation in the name
of development, success and
growth are leaving their custom,
culture and tradition behind. On
the contrary the English skit 'IT-
A Boon or a Bane' displayed that
though IT is empowering people
but it will always remain as a

good slave and a bad master. 
The contemporary dance by

the students of class VI to XI
concluded the cultural program
and made the audience spell-
bound. The highlight of the
event was the conduction of
Master and Miss DAV for which
the students went through many
levels of tough scrutiny to reach
in the top four. The jury mem-
bers after evaluating the final-
ists declared Laavanya Sharma
as Miss DAV and Mrinal Das as
Master DAV.

The guest of honour in his
blessing opined that DAV, Hudco
is one of the reputed schools of
Bhilai and the credit for taking it
to such height of success goes to
the relentless and dedicated ef-
forts of its entire staff. He fur-
ther added that DAV Hudco ex-
cels in all fields of learning and
congratulated the school for
carving a niche for themselves.
The program came to an end
with the Shanti Path followed by
the National Anthem.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2255:: Steel Workers
Federation of India (SWFI)
General Secretary and CITU
leader Lalitmohan Mishra has
demanded from the SAIL man-
agement to withdraw the Notice
through which the Junior Officer
examination has been post-
poned on unclear grounds. In his
letter to the SAIL management,
Mishra said from the circular No
Per/IR & W/E-438/22 dated 22nd
December, 2022, they came to
know that the JO examination
has been postponed. 

But keeping in mind the per-
spective of the aspirant workers
who worked hard for the same,
cancelling examinations would
mark as a discriminatory act on
the part of the management.
Steel Workers' Federation of
India (SWFI) vehemently

protests the attitude of the man-
agement. SAIL being a corporate
entity should not have indulged
in this type of erratic discrimina-
tory behaviour. SWFI requested
to immediately withdraw the
said whimsical Notice on three
grounds.

Speaking about the first
ground, Mishra said that it is
mention worthy that reason
shown in said Notice for cancel-
lation of said examination is
most unspecific and evasive
which is already giving rise to a
vivid and very reasonable doubt
in mind of every stake holder of
said Examination that your au-
thority concerned is shying away
from revealing material facts for
the sole purpose of cancellation
of said Examination on some fic-
titious grounds.

That as per communication of
Director (Personnel), dated 23rd

December, 2022, it has been
learnt that root cause for is-
suance of said Notice is divul-
gence of 'some discrepancies' at
Bokaro Steel Plant under the
leadership of CGM I/C
(Personnel). It is superfluous to
mention here that the entire
onus for such discrepancy lies on
your authority concerned and it
would be extremely unfair if bur-
den of such failure is heaped
upon JO aspirants of other Units
who have cleared the said
Examination by the dint of merit
and hard work.

That almost all of the exami-
nees are invested with several
social and familial obligations
and responsibilities, so it would
be almost impossible for them to
keep the same tenacity for fac-
ing the same examination again
and there is a great possibility
that a good number of candi-

dates who had passed this exam
may remain unsuccessful the
next time which would in-
evitably prove to be a hatching
ground for unlimited disputes,
litigation before quasi-judicial
and judicial authorities.
Moreover, it may act as a pivotal
factor for growing resentment
among employees. At this junc

ture your authority concerned
is requested to withdraw said
Notice with immediate effect for
all Units, other than Bokaro Steel
Plant and give effect of the earli-
er notice by conducting the per-
sonal interviews as scheduled.
SAIL's authority concerned may
conduct a separate written test
for those who appeared at the
said Examination from Bokaro
Steel Plant and conduct their
personal interviews accordingly
after publishing the result of
the same.

Twin-city celebrates Christmas with fervour
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Bhilai, Dec 25: On
Sunday, twin-city Durg -
Bhilai celebrated
Christmas with gaiety
and religious fervour. The
celebrations were held at
all the churches in the
city. Dressed in their fin-
ery, people visited church-
es to exchange wishes and
offer prayers. People at-

tended the special church
service to celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ and
sought his blessings.

Religious fervour
marked the Christmas
celebrations as people at-
tended carols, masses and
special prayers at church-
es on Saturday midnight
and Sunday morning.
Special prayers were of-
fered at churches and the

pastors rendered select
chapters from the Holy
Bible. They exhorted the
community members to
be good to others and set
an example.

Churches, educational
institutions and hotels
were decorated with
lights. Christmas trees
and cribs were seen at
churches and establish-
ments. Stars, lights and

candles lit up the church-
es as the festive spirit con-
tinued not only among
Christians, but also
among the common pub-
lic.

At many churches, wel-
fare activities were also
conducted along with the
Christmas celebrations.
Members of the churches
collected items to be do-
nated to the poor.

Dispute over installation of Atal Ji’s statue
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 25: On
Sunday, the party workers
of Congress and BJP re-
portedly clashed over the
dispute arising from the
installation of a statue of
former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee at a
garden in Sant Ravidas
Nagar of Camp-2,
Chhawani. The clash had
almost turned violent
when the administration
intervened and the cops
managed to diffuse the
tension.

However, a brawl-like
situation continued for
several hours at the venue.
The BJPians managed to
install the statue at the
garden but were not able
to unveil it. The adminis-
tration has sealed the en-
tire garden by imposing
Section 145 of CrPC.

The administration
would hear the arguments
of both the parties to find
some amicable solution
for this dispute. Till then,
the garden would remain
sealed. It needs to be men-
tioned here that a garden
has been developed on the
land of BSP at ward 37,
Camp-2 of Chhawani area.

On Sunday, the BJP
party workers organised a
programme here and
were installing a statue of

Late Atal Ji. In the mean-
while, some Congress
party workers and locals
raised objections and
asked the BJPians to
show the permission for
installing the statue. On
information, a team of
Chhawani Police Station
reached the spot and tried
to diffuse the tension.

As the situation was
going out of control, CSP
Prabhat Kumar also
reached the spot with ad-

ditional police force.
Meanwhile, MP Vijay
Baghel reached the spot
and insisted on allowing
the installation of the stat-
ue. He stated that permis-
sion has been sought from
the BSP management. As
any official reply has not
come in 30 days, it is con-
sidered as consent.

Tension prevailed at
the garden till late
evening. The BJPians in-
stalled the statue during
this period. Finally, the
administration imposed
section 145 of CrPC and
sealed the garden.
Policemen have been de-
ployed here to guard the
garden round the clock.
The dispute will be heard
by a committee headed by
the District Collector. As
per the decision of this
committee, further action
would be taken.

Risali Mahotsava begins with a grand procession
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Bhilai, Dec 25: Risali
Municipal Corporation is
going to celebrate its
foundation day on
December 26. "Risali
Mahotsava" has been or-
ganised on the occasion.
A day before the
Foundation Day, the
Block Congress
Committee took out a

grand procession.
The procession was

named as "Samman
Rally", through which the
Congress party workers
expressed gratitude to-
wards Home Minister and
local MLA Tamradhwaj
Sahu for his successful ef-
forts in the constitution of
a separate Municipal
Corporation for Risali.

Moving across various

localities of Risali, State
Congress General
Secretary Jitendra Sahu
invited the citizens to par-
ticipate in the Mahotsava
to be held on December 26.

Tableaux displaying
the achievements of the
state government were a
part of this rally.
Congmen tried to make
the people aware of the
achievements of the state

government through
these tableaux.

The rally started from
Ward 7 Risali Sector East
Sports Ground. Risali
Corporation Mayor
Shashi Sinha, Sarita
Sahu, Mayor in Council
members and women cor-
porators were seen in tra-
ditional costumes.

The main objective of
this rally was to express

gratitude to MLA and
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, who
played a vital role in the
formation of Risali
Municipal Corporation.
Now this civic body is
going to celebrate its
third Foundation Day.

In the last three years,
the Risali Municipal
Corporation made the
public welfare schemes

reach to the residents of
this area. The rally was
led by State Congress
General Secretary
Jitendra Sahu.

Block Congress
President Mukund Bhau,
Chandrakant Kore,
Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Speaker Keshav
Banchore, Corporators,
Aldermen, Youth
Congress, NSUI, Mahila

Congress Risali and office
bearers of Rajiv Yuva
Club were present.

In the Samman Rally,
women corporators and
aldermen of Risali
Corporation had taken
out attractive tableaux on
four different tractors. A
glimpse of the
Chhattisgarh culture and
other schemes were visi-
ble apart from the Urban

Gauthan, Atmanand
School, Narva Garuva
Ghurva and Bari scheme
etc. There were more
than 400 bikes and cars in
the rally.

The rally was accorded
a rousing welcome at all
the traffic junctions. To
give grandeur to the rally,
the workers were holding
the Congress flag in their
hands.
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Mayor and Congmen participate in traditional attire

Preparations underway for 151
Kundiya Gayatri Mahayajna
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Bhilai, Dec 25: The local
unit of All World Gayatri
Pariwar has organised 151
Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna to celebrate the
silver jubilee of
Ashwamedha Yajna which
was organised in Bhilai in
the year 1993. The 151
Kundiya Yajna will be held
during 27 to 30 December at
Sector 7 Dussehra Ground.
Preparations are underway
for this mega event. The
preparations had begun at
the venue after bhoomipu-
jan held on December 04.

The preparations are
being made under the su-
pervision of AWGP
Chhattisgarh Zone
Coordinator Adarsh

Verma, Zone Advisor Dilip
Panigrahi, Sub Zone
Coordinator SP Singh and
other senior members. The
mega religious programme
would begin with Kalash
Yatra on December 27. On
December 28, the pro-
gramme would begin with
group meditation, chanting
and pranayam at 06:00 hrs.
At 08:00 hrs, Dev Pujan and
Agni Sthapana would be
held after which Gayatri

Mahayajna would begin.
Around 15:00 hrs, a conven-
tion has been organised for
the AWGP members.
Devotional music pro-
gramme would be held in
the evening during which
the representatives of
Shantikunj Haridwar
would deliver sermons.

On December 29, group
meditation and chanting
will be held early in the
morning followed by

Mahayajna. The Women's
Convention will begin from
14:00 hrs. Dev Sanskriti
Vishwavidyalaya Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr Chinmay
Pandya would deliver the
sermon in the evening.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Dr Chinmay
Pandya is grandson of one
of the greatest scholars,
seers, philosophers of re-
cent times in India - Pt
Shriram Sharma Acharya
(1911-1990), who was the
founder of All World
Gayatri Pariwar. The pro-
gramme for the day would
conclude with Deep Yajna.
On December 30,
Mahayajna would begin at
08:00 hrs and conclude with
Mahapurnahuti in the 
afternoon.

SWFI demands immediate withdrawal
of JO exam cancellation notice

DAV Hudco dazzles on its Senior Wing Annual Day Workshop on ‘Mind Mastery: A
Reprogrammer in Learning’ held



DOG SHOW

Dogs of different breeds participating in various competitions  under dog show or-
ganised by Chhattisgarh Canine Association at Ram Mangalam Lawn, Pachpedi
Naka here on Sunday.

Annual Alumni day celebrated at NIT Raipur
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Raipur, Dec 25: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized
“Annual Alumni Day
2022” meeting session on
December 25, 2022 along
with Alumni Association,
NIT Raipur. Dr AB Soni,
Director (I/C), NIT
Raipur was the Chief
Guest of the event.
Alumni meet session was
organized at the
Institute’s Golden Tower.
The session was conduct-
ed under the guidance of
Mahesh Kumar Chandak,
1988 batch, Department of
Mechanical Engineering
and Alok Awadhiya, 1994
batch, Department of
Chemical Engineering.

The event was inaugu-
rated with the registra-
tion and fellowship cere-
mony, in where along
with the Director of the
Institute, Dr Samir
Bajpai, Head, Career
Development Cell, and Dr
Chandrakant Thakur,
Assistant Professor,
Chemical Engineering
were also present. This
was followed by the inau-
guration ceremony of the
newly constructed confer-
ence hall and board room
for the Alumni
Association. Thereafter,
the batches of 1962, 1972,
1987 and 1997 were taken
to the Golden Tower,
where the Director of the
Institute was also pres-
ent.

The session started
with lamp lighting cere-
mony at the Golden
Tower and by worshiping
Maa Saraswati. The
guests were welcomed
with welcome speech by
KD Diwan, President,
Alumni Association, NIT
Raipur following which
the annual activities re-
port of the association
was presented by Anant
Singh Parihar, Secretary,
Alumni Association, NIT
Raipur.

This was followed by a
felicitation ceremony, in
which the Director,
Faculties, and the batches
of 1961, 1962 and 1972 of
the institute were felici-
tated.

Dr AB Soni addressed

the attendees and con-
gratulated the alumni of
different batches of the
institute and thanked the
Alumni Association for
the cooperation with the
institute. This was fol-
lowed by the appreciation
of the contribution of the
1994 batch in the develop-
ment of the institute.

Moving ahead, the
alumni of 1972 batch pre-
sented “Matured Golden
Lives” souvenir magazine
on their Golden Jubilee
Anniversary. The Alumni
Meet session successfully
concluded with the vote of
thanks delivered by
Mahesh Kumar Chandak,
and Alok Awadhiya, fol-
lowed by Departmental
Visit of the Alumni.

Workshop on ‘Good Governance 
Week-Administration Towards village’ concludes

Raipur, Dec 24: A one-day
district-level workshop on
‘Good Governance Week-
Administration Towards
Village’ was organized at
the Red Cross meeting hall
located in the Collectorate
premises recently under
the direction of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure. Retired IAS officer
and former collector of
Raipur district MK Raut
addressed the workshop
through video conferenc-
ing. He informed about his
work as collector in
Raipur district and shared
his experience and chal-
lenges of the past, and in
the present time besides

highlighting the useful-
ness of administration in
various online programs.
He also talked of deliver-
ing public welfare works
to the common people at a
rapid pace besides dis-
cussing the need to make
efforts with the vision of
the district in the year
2047. ‘Earlier the impor-
tant challenge of the dis-
trict administration was
to distribute goods in ra-
tion shops. Patwari also
used to carry all the docu-
ments. Now instant infor-
mation is available with
Bhuinya software. Today
Chhattisgarh is better
than other states of the
country in terms of distri-

bution of ration. Now gov-
ernment orders are also
received through
WhatsApp. The assets of
every village can also be
easily known’, Raut said.

Earlier common citizens
had to stand in queues to
pay their bills but now tax
collection is also being
done easily through online
medium, he said, adding
that rural areas are con-
verting into urban areas.
According to him
Government-administra-
tion needs to be made an
information bank so that
people can get information
about public welfare
schemes of the govern-
ment at one place.

Gold, silver jewelleries worth lakhs stolen

Raipur, Dec 25: Two
women have lost gold and
silver jewelleries kept in-
side their purse in
Golebazar area of city on
Saturday morning. The
Golebazar police suspects
it to be a case of a gang
from outside.

As per reports, in
Golebazar area, not only
people from city, but from
neighboring cities also
come. On Saturday,
Kalyani Thakur from
Devendra Nagar along
with her daughter Dipti
had reached Golebazar
before getting their jew-
elleries repaired from
Sadar Bazar area. It was
near a hand-cart vendor
opposite the thana, they
halted for a while to pur-

chase some crockery of
tea-set and then went to
Bhansali Jewellers to get
their jewelleries repaired.
On reaching Bhansali
Jewellers, when they
opened their purse they
found the gold and silver
jewelleries of around 4
‘tolas’ missing worth
around Rs 98000. It
seems as if some profes-
sional pick-pocketing
person had cleared their
jewels.

On the same day,
Laxmi Goswami R/o
Bhatgaon, along with
his mother and two sis-
ters had reached
Golebazar to purchase
silver jewelleries and
purchased 15-20 ‘tola’
‘Kamarbandh’ from
Punjab Jewellers. When
they went to a fancy
store to purchase some

items, they kept their
hand- bag on the table and
it was in no point it got
stolen.

Both the victims of

theft filed complaint in
this regard in Golebazar
thana and case was filed
and taken into investiga-
tion

Five drug peddlers nabbed with MD drug worth Rs 90000
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Raipur, Dec 25: As per
instructions by IG
Raipur district Ajay
Yadav and SP Prashant
Agrawal to put a check
on increasing incidents
of drug abuse and intoxi-
cation in capital city, the
Narcotics Cell team
formed under Anti-
Crime and Cyber Unit
got tip from informer
that some persons are
keeping drugs in their
possession in a luxury
car opposite Ambuja
Mall and are looking for
customers. The team
went to the site and

nabbed five drug ped-
dlers including 3 male
and 2 female along with
6.9 gms MD worth Rs
90000 and four wheeler
luxury vehicle. It was
learnt that the accused
have brought the drugs
from Goa.

The team under lead-
ership of ASP
City/Crime Virendra
Chaturvedi, DSP cime
Dinesh Sinha and in-

charge anti-crime and
Cyber unit and TI Pandri
nabbed all the above five
accused red-handed. On
inquiry they disclosed
their names as Prakhar
Marwa, Moh. Aavesh,
Priya Swarnakar, all res-
ident of Raipur.When
the team conducted
search in their vehicle,
they found MD drugs
being brought from Goa.
Along with these three-

Abhay Kumar Mirche
and Neha Bhagat were
also nabbed and the MG
Glostar vehicle beaing
No CG 04 NM 1234 and
Activa vehicle bearing
No. CG 04 NJ 6828 was
also seized and it is using
which they used to sell
drugs roaming at prime
locations.

From the accused the
crime team seized 6.9
gms of MD drug in 18 dif-
ferent packets worth Rs
90000 and along with MG
Glostar vehicle and
Activa totaling Rs 20.0
lakh, making the entire
amount to Rs 20.90 lakh.
A case under section 21
(A) of Narcotics Act was
filed against the above
five and and taken into
arrest and further inves-
tigation.

BJP celebrates Good Governance Day
on Atalji’s birth anniversary

Raipur, Dec 25: BJP paid
tribute to former Prime
Minister and creator of
Chhattisgarh late Atal
Bihari Vajpayee by cele-
brating his birth anniver-
sary as Good Governance
Day today. BJP leaders lis-
tened to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ program along with
party workers and general
public everywhere.

State BJP President MP
Arun Sao listened to the
country’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘Mann Ki
Baat’ program along with
workers and citizens at
Birkona (booth no. 137) of
Beltara Legislative
Assembly under his parlia-

mentary constituency
Bilaspur today. He called for
following Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who is de-
veloping India and serving
the countrymen according
to Atalji’s principles.
Leader of Opposition
Narayan Chandel paid
homage to Atalji’s portrait
on the occasion of Good
Governance Day, the birth
anniversary of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

BJP Regional
Organization General
Secretary Ajay Jamwal too
listened to the Prime
Minister’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’
programme with the work-
ers in village Paonta of
Abhanpur. Former
Assembly Speaker
Dharamlal Kaushik lis-
tened to ‘Mann Ki Baat’ at
booth number 222,
Panchsheel Nagar, Tifra
Sirgitti Mandal, Bilaspur

and celebrated Good
Governance Day on the
98th birth anniversary of
Atal ji. Ward Corporators
and residents were present
in large numbers on this oc-
casion.

All national, state and
district level leaders resid-
ing in Raipur visited party
booths and listened to Modi
ji’s ‘Maan Ki Baat’ pro-
gramme on birth anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. MP Sunil Soni,
senior MLA Brijmohan
Agrawal, former minister
and party state spokesper-
son Rajesh Munat, party’s
Raipur City District
President Jayanti Bhai
Patel, Motilal Sahu, senior
BJP leader Satchidanand
Upasne, Kedarnath Gupta,
Nalinesh Thokne and all
other district office bearers
and leaders listened to
‘Mann Ki Baat’.

Jesus Christ gave us the message of love,
harmony and brotherhood: CM

Raipur, Dec 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited St. Joseph’s
Cathedral and St. Paul’s
Cathedral in the capital
city Raipur today and
prayed for the progress
and prosperity of the
state. He extended
Christmas greetings and
best wishes to all the resi-
dents of Chhattisgarh in-
cluding the Christian com-

munity.
On this occasion,

Baghel said that the birth-
day of Lord Jesus Christ is
being celebrated with
great pomp and fervor all
over the world. Joyful fes-
tivities, cakes and sweets,
children dressing up for
the occasion are few of the
many happy sightings on
this festival. Lord Jesus
gave the message of Love
and Harmony for the en-
tire humanity. He taught
us that only through com-
passion, love and service

we can reach God, and this
is the way to win over ha-
tred, jealousy and anger
prevailing in life. In this
message there is brother-
hood, there is love which
can defeat the violence, ha-
tred, jealousy and sorrow
spread in the world today.
Chief Minister Baghel
said that we should serve
humanity by following the
message of Lord Jesus so
that we can take this
human civilization to
greater heights of evolu-
tion. On this occasion,

Chief Minister Baghel
joined Christmas celebra-
tions and the cake cutting
ceremony at the cathe-
drals. Everyone present in
the church prayed to the
Lord and the choir of the
church presented carols.
Christian community wel-
comed Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel by pre-
senting him with a bou-
quet and shawl. On this oc-
casion, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board Kuldeep Juneja,
Chairman of Minorities
Commission Mahendra
Chhabra, Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar and Bishop the
Right Reverend Ajay
Umesh James, Pastor Ajay
Martin, Deacon Marcus
Keju, Deacon K.K. Pegs,
Deacon A. Corey, Deacon
Abraham Ras and Diocese
spokesperson John Rajesh
Paul were present in large
numbers from the
Christian community.

Reply submitted to Governor’s
queries on reservation bill: CM

Raipur, Dec 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Sunday said the state
government has submit-
ted a reply to queries
raised by Governor
Anusuiya Uikey on two
amendment bills to hike
the overall reservation in
the state to 76 per cent.

Talking to reporters
here, Baghel said the
Governor should now give
her assent to the bills as
she had said she will do it
after the state government
submits replies to her
queries.

The state Assembly on
December 2 passed the
Chhattisgarh Public
Service (Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes
Reservation) Amendment
Bill and the Chhattisgarh
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in

Admission) Amendment
Bill, pertaining to quota in
government jobs and ad-
mission in educational in-
stitutions in proportion to
the population of different
categories in the state.

According to the bills,
the Scheduled Tribes will
get a quota of 32 per cent,
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) 27 per cent,
Scheduled Castes 13 per
cent, and four per cent has
been provisioned for the

Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) in govern-
ment jobs and admissions
in educational institu-
tions.

The bills were pending
for assent with the gover-
nor who had sought de-
tails on 10 points from the
Congress-led state govern-
ment before giving her ap-
proval.

Asked about it, Baghel
said, “The reply has been
sent to the governor.

There is no such arrange-
ment in the Constitution,
but the governor had
sought details from de-
partments and the answer
has been submitted. Now
she should give her assent
to the bills.”

The 10 queries raised by
the Governor included de-
tails of the quantitative
data related to the
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe commu-
nities if collected, details
of the extraordinary situ-
ation that compelled the
state government to hike
reservation beyond 50 per
cent ceiling and report of
the Quantifiable Data
Commission (constituted
by the state government
for a survey of OBC and
EWS population in the
state). Meanwhile,
Bharatiya Janata Party
MLA Brijmohan

Agrawal said the state
government should make
public its reply to the gov-
ernor on the reservation
bills.

The issue of reserva-
tion flared up after the
Chhattisgarh High Court
in September this year
set aside the Raman
Singh-headed state gov-
ernment’s 2012 order to
raise the quota to 58 per
cent in government jobs
and admissions in educa-
tional institutions, ob-
serving that reservation
exceeding the 50 per cent
ceiling was unconstitu-
tional. The decision had
halted the recruitment
process for government
jobs, triggering a massive
protest particularly by
tribals whose quota came
down to 20 per cent from
32 per cent following the
order.
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To defeat violence,
hatred, envy and grief

CM visits Saint Joseph
Cathedral and Saint
Paul Cathedral and
participated in the
prayers there

CM extends greetings
of Christmas to
Christian Community
and people of the state

Ch’garh BJP leaders
go to the booths 
and listen to ‘Mann-
Ki-Baat’

Were trying to sell it in
costly vehicle opposite
Ambuja Mall 

p In Golebazar area

Bike rider dies,
another injured
As a vehicle hits them 

on VIP Road

Raipur, Dec 25: In a
head-on collision be-

tween a
S U V
a n d
bike on
V I P
R o a d ,
t h e
m i n o r
in the

bike died on the sport
and another minor suf-
fered serious injuries.
The case is that of
Telibandha thana.

As per information in
this regard, the name of
victim minor is Prateek
and the car driver is re-
ported to be suffering
from low-blood pressure
and he was admitted in
the hospital for treat-
ment. On getting infor-
mation about the inci-
dent, the police reached
the site and sent body for
post-mortem and that of
injured to the hospital.

Former Collector 
of the district and
retired IAS officer
MK Raut gives
important informa-
tion in the workshop
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Collector holds
meeting in view of
the CM’s meeting

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 25:
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla took a meeting of
officers in the collectorate
meeting hall on Saturday.
In the meeting, he in-
structed to complete all
necessary preparations on
time. The District
Collector said that the
meeting program of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
with the general public is
going on statewide.
Through this, the Chief
Minister is taking feed-
back of the schemes from
the common citizens.

SP I Kalyan Alicela
while giving information
regarding the elaborate se-
curity arrangements keep-
ing in view the arrival of
VVIPs asked the district
administration to work in
coordination with the dis-
trict administration. The
Collector also directed
that the officers/employ-
ees who have been as-
signed duty should dis-

charge their duties and re-
sponsibilities promptly.

During the meeting, the
Collector gave instruc-
tions to make necessary
preparations for the
works to be
inaugurated/bhoomipu-
jan by the Chief Minister
in advance. Apart from
this, he gave necessary in-
structions to the officials
after taking information
about stage arrange-
ments, parking, helipad,
security arrangements,
drinking water, electricity
etc.

On this occasion
District Panchayat CEO
Leena Kamlesh Mandavi,
Additional Collector Dr.
Anil Bajpai, ASP Pankaj
Patel, Sub-Divisional
Officer Revenue Bemetara
Suruchi Singh, Berla cou-
ple Kishore Urvsha, Saja
Dhanraj Markam,
Nawagarh-Pravin Tiwari
CEO of District
Panchayat, Tehsildar And
district level officers were
present.

Christian community celebrates
birth of Jesus Christ

Central Chronicle News

Nandini Ahiwara: The
birth of Lord Jesus was
celebrated by the mem-
bers ofChristian
Community Church
Nandini and in this they
worshipped prayers and
songs were sung on this
joyous occasion. Good
message by Pastor Rajiv
Arnold, the love was given
to the residents of all the
societies and classes. The
people of the Christian
Community congratulat-
ed each other by exchang-
ing sweets and gifts on
this festive occasion.

As per the Holy scrip-
tures - in Luke 2:8 to 12
“And there were shep-
herds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping
watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the
Lord appeared to them,
and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and
they were terrified. But
the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news of great joy
that will be for all the peo-
ple. Today in the town of

David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a
manger.”

Further in the scripture
it is written that this giver
of Salvation was born to
the world so as to take
away the sins of the world.
It was for Him, A voice
came from the cloud, say-
ing, “This is my Son,
whom I have chosen; lis-
ten to him.” It was said for
Him “For God so loved the
world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoev-
er believes in him shall

not perish but have eter-
nal life. When Jesus grew
up, the scripture says
“Behold the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sins of
the world”. The Bible also
tells that in order to have
eternal life, there is no
other name under heaven
given to mankind by
which we must be saved
The angles said- “I am
bringing you good news
that will be a great joy to
all the people.” According
to Holy Scriptures, God
sent his son to the world in
order to save the world.
The world could be saved
by Faith- A gift from God
to the World.

Building being constructed using sand
and mud in base instead of Murrum!

Bijapur, Dec 25: These
days a post matric girl’s
hostel building is being
constructed by spending a
huge amount in Usoor vil-
lage of Bijapur district.
Looking at the building
being constructed, it
seems that somehow a
huge amount would be
spent for the construction
of this building. The nec-
essary technical norms of
building construction are

also not being followed.
Curing of the building
with water is also not
being done from time to
time. In the base of the
building where high quali-
ty sand and mud should
have been poured, soil is
being used in a hurry.

The sign board related
to the construction of the
building has also not been
installed. The name of the
construction agency and
the address of the contrac-
tor are also not known,
nor is the cost of construc-
tion of the building
known. At the place where

the new building is being
constructed, there used to
be a decades-old forest
nursery where valuable
teak trees were also cut,
but no one has taken the
interest and information
about costly teak trees cut
till date! No responsible of-
ficer and engineer either
conducts inspection of
this work from time to
time and it is being com-
pleted at contractor’s
mercy without checking
the actual quality of con-
struction work and mate-
rial whether being used as
per the estimate and
guidelines fixed for such
buildings.

210 Anganwadis will have steel 
medical-grade water storage tanks installed

Raipur, Dec 25: Minister
for Women and Child
Development  Anila
Bhediya on Friday flagged
off a vehicle carrying stain-
less steel water storage
tanks for drinking water
arrangements in
Anganwadis from her resi-
dential office in Forest
Colony, Raipur. These med-
ical-grade stainless steel
water storage tanks with a
capacity of 1500 liters will
be installed under the CSR
head in 210 Anganwadis
throughout three districts

in the state: Raipur, Durg,
and Balod. This will pro-
vide clean water to children
and the general public in
Anganwadis. This will also
help to keep water-borne in-
fections at bay.

According to Minister
Bhediya, polluted water can
lead to a variety of diseases.
In light of this, the
Department of Women and
Child Development is work-
ing with ICICI Bank to set
up clean drinking water for
young children in

Anganwadis. Under the di-
rection of the CSR head,
stainless steel water stor-
age tanks will be installed
in 210 Anganwadis across
the state. As a result, kids
will have access to clean
water. Minister of Women
and Child Development
Bhediya expressed her ap-
preciation to ICICI
Foundation and ICICI Bank
for giving the water storage
tank. On this occasion, the
Director of the Women and
Child Development

Department Divya Umesh
Mishra, senior officers of
ICICI Bank and
Foundation, officers of the
Women and Child
Development Department,
and Anganwadi workers
and others were present.

It is noteworthy that the
water tanks being installed
in the Anganwadis are
made of medical-grade
stainless steel and are dou-
ble-layered insulated tanks.
These maintain the same
water temperature regard-
less of environmental
changes. Because it is com-
posed of medical-grade
steel, no moss can grow
within, and the water it
contains is absolutely free
from bacteria. The valve at
the base of the tank makes
it easier to clean. There is
no likelihood of complica-
tions such as the discharge
of harmful chemicals in
these steel tanks.

Ch’garh Govt’s efforts successful
in improving healthcare 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 25: The ef-
forts made by the state
government in improving
healthcare in one of the
worst Maoist-affected
Dantewada districts of
Chhattisgarh have been a
success. The health
schemes implemented by
the state government have
started proving to be effec-
tive. One of these ambi-
tious schemes is the
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana

which has shown positive
results in improving
healthcare services in the
last few years.

People residing in inac-
cessible and remote areas
used to struggle a lot for
healthcare facilities. They
have to travel long dis-
tances to reach cities to get
access to quality health-
care, which was both time
taking and heavy on their
pockets. Keeping this in
view, Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel launched
the Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana on
October 2, 2019, to make
quality and affordable
healthcare available to
people residing in remote
and far-flung areas. Today,
with the joint efforts of the
government and local ad-

ministration, effective re-
sults are being seen in the
district under this scheme.
Haat bazaar holds an im-
portant place in the life of
villagers. They reach the
weekly Haat bazaar to buy
their daily use item and
are getting medical facili-
ties available in the
bazaars itself through mo-
bile medical units.

A total of 20 haat mar-
kets are operational in the
district. Under this
scheme, 1,28,756 patients
have benefited by organiz-
ing 2550 camps in the 20
haat markets identified.
Smt. Pramila, a resident of
Kanvalnar said that along
with buying the daily es-
sentials, she also gets her
health check-up done at
the Haat-Bazar clinic. It is

very convenient for me.
Shri Manglu, a resident of
Jotatrai, who has benefit-
ed from the scheme, said
that he was having a fever.
With the facility of health
check-ups and treatment
at the Haat Bazaar clinic
every week, his health has
improved considerably.

At present, primary
healthcare services have
been strengthened in rural
areas. Now health services
have expanded at the vil-
lage level through Haat
Bazar clinics. Quality
health care is being pro-
vided to people in remote
areas. Due to the efforts of
the government and the
administration, basic fa-
cilities are being made
available to the villagers
today.

Members of Cycus Club create awareness
on environment conservation

Raipur, Dec 25: 35 mem-
bers of Cycus Fitness Club
on Sunday cycled for 10
km in Naya Raipur NRDA
area to spread the message
of environment conserva-
tion. They appealed to the
masses to shed use of vehi-
cles for one day in a week
and use bicycle on that day.
Club member Rakesh
Sachdev said, riding cycle
not only is good for health
but also reduces the pollu-
tion caused due to petrol
and diesel.

The prominent among
themselves who were pres-
ent in today’s programme

include Nitin Bhansali,
Rakesh Sachdev,
Divyanshu Jaiswal, Sweta

Jaiswal, Minder Saluja,
Satyendra Shrivastav,
Kirti Vyas and others.

Baba Guru Ghasidas tried to unite the entire human society : Chhabra
Bemetara, Dec 25: Chief
guest Ashish Chhabra MLA
Bemetara, attended the cele-
bration of Param Pujya
Baba Guru Ghasidas
Jayanti organized in Gram
Panchayat Phari and Gram
Panchayat Dokla and Nagar
Bemetara under
Vidhansabha constituency.
By garlanding the photo of
Baba Guru Ghasidas and
worshiping Jaitkham, he
wished for the peace and
prosperity of the people of
the region.

Along with this, under
the Sugam Road Scheme in
village Fari, acceptance of
township access road
amounting to Rs. 20 lakh for
stage and building con-
struction work including
Bhumi Pujan of amount
worth lakhs was announced

MLA Chhabra said on the
occasion that Baba Guru
Ghasidas tried to unite the
entire human society in a

single thread by giving the
message of equality. He pro-
moted social harmony by
envisioning a casteless soci-
ety. This message of Baba
Guru Ghasidas is exempla-
ry for all societies, he gave
his message in
Chhattisgarhi language, the
evidence of this is found in
Panthi songs. The saint is
not of any one society but

for the whole human socie-
ty. Baba Guru Ghasidas’s
messages are inspirational
and exemplary for all soci-
eties.

Saint Shiromani Param
Pujya Baba Guru
Ghasidas’s birth anniver-
sary is celebrated as Guru
Parv on December 18 and
this festival is celebrated till
December 31 in the state

with reverence-devotion
and joy.

On this occasion
Shakuntala Mangat Sahu
President Municipal
Council Bemetara, Shashi
Gaikwad Member Lukesh
Verma President Block
Congress Committee
Bemetara, Mithlesh Verma
Vice President District
Panchayat Bemetara,
Manoj Sharma, Rani Sen,
Jaya Sahu, Raju Sahu,
Homlal Sahu ,Anil Yadu,
Santram Yadav, Mohit
Verma, Basant Joshi,
Dinesh Joshi, Rajendra
Verma, Rajkumar Banjare,
Lokesh Dehre, Goudas
Dehre, Shailendra Sahu,
Laxman Dehre, Bhalelal
Dehre, Omprakash, Rupray,
Dhruv Ram, Uttam,
Roopchand, Gayaram, Dilip
Banjare, Manish, Jittu,
Daulal, Rajendra, Mukesh
A large number of villagers
were also present.

CM announces a grant of Rs 10 lakh 
Kasdol, Dec 25: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
met delegations of various
communities and social
organizations in Kasdol
late on Thursday. On the
demand of the representa-
tives of Press Club Kasdol,
the Chief Minister an-
nounced a financial grant
of Rs 10 lakh for the Press
Club building. He also an-
nounced sanctioning
funds of Rs. 20 lahks to
Kanwar Samaj for the
community hall and Rs. 20
lahks to Patel Samaj for
the construction of the
building in Lavan. On this
occasion, Baghel took in-
formation from the repre-
sentatives of all societies
and organizations regard-
ing their social activities
and also took feedback
from them regarding the
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes and pro-
grammes. Addressing the
gathering on occasion, the
Chief Minister said re-

garding the reservation
for Scheduled Castes that
the reservation percentage
has been hiked on the
basis of the number of the
population of other back-
ward classes. If the sched-
uled caste society gives its
consent to get the census
done, then a commission
will be constituted to get
their census done as well.
If there is an increase in
the population, then the
reservation will be in pro-
portion to the population.
On the demand for girls
hostel by Pragya Kurmi
Samaj, he said that a plan
is being chalked out to
open hostels in every dis-

trict headquarters.
The Brahmin Samaj

thanked the Chief
Minister for renaming
Balar Dam after the late
Kanhaiya Lal Sharma.
Sindhi Samaj expressed
its gratitude to the Chief
Minister for the allotment
of land according to the
rules and Dhobi Samaj for
constituting Rajak Kalyan
Board.

On the demand of
Manikpuri Samaj, the
Chief Minister gave in-
structions to the Collector
to provide land for Kabir
Granthalaya in Kasdol. He
directed to allot of land to
Jaiswal Samaj, Yadav

Samaj, Satnami Samaj,
and Digambar Jain Samaj
for temple construction as
per the process. Similarly,
instructions were also
given to Tehsil Sahu
Samaj and Youth Club
Committee to provide land
at a concessional rate as
per rules. On the demand
for boats for fishermen by
Nishad Samaj, he asked
the collector to do the
needful. The Chief
Minister instructed the
collector to take action on
the application for the
cemetery of the Christian
society. Similarly, asked to
reserve land for the ceme-
tery of Sunni Muslim
Samaj.

On the demand of the
building to the representa-
tives of the Gond commu-
nity, the Chief Minister
said that funds would be
sanctioned for the con-
struction of the building
after the allotment of the
land.

69.12 lakh MT paddy has been
procured in the state

Raipur, Dec 25: The
amount of paddy procured
at support price from
farmers of the state is in-
creasing constantly to-
wards the estimated target
of 110 lakh metric tonnes
(MT). Till now, 69.12 lakh
MT of paddy have been
procured, in lieu of which
Rs.14,369 crore has been
paid to 17 lakh 3 thousand
828 farmers of the state
under the bank linking

system.
It is noteworthy that due

to the ease in the selling
process of paddy and the
better arrangement and
availability of gunny bags
for the lifting of paddy by
the millers, paddy pro-
curement and custom
milling are being done
flawlessly. Till now DO has
been issued for the lifting
of 52.33 lakh MT paddy, in
lieu of which 41 lakh 50
thousand metric tonnes of
paddy has been lifted by
the millers.

Food Department
Secretary Topeshwar

Verma said that this year
25.92 lakh farmers have
been registered in the
state and about 2.26 lakh
are newly registered farm-
ers. 2600 procurement cen-
ters have been set up for
paddy procurement in the
state. Normal paddy is
being procured at the rate
of Rs.2040 per quintal and
grade-A paddy is being
procured at Rs.2060 per
quintal. A strict vigil is
also being kept on the sys-
tem of paddy procurement
in the state. Goods carriers
are being inspected at
check posts to prevent ille-

gal transportation of
paddy from border states.

As of December 23,
more than 1.82 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy have been
purchased from 39 thou-
sand 371 farmers in the
state, apart from this,
more than 64 thousand
tonnes of paddy have also
been purchased from the
farmers through tokens
obtained online. 12,649 to-
kens have been issued on-
line through the ‘Token
Tuhar Haath’ app and
52,648 tokens have been is-
sued by other means for
paddy procurement.

In the Naxal-hit district

People get quick med-
ical assistance under
Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazaar Clinic Yojana

In three districts of the
state

Minister Bhediya
flagged off the vehicle of
the water storage tank

CSR item provides clean
water for children in
Anganwadis.

Not even curing is
being done from time
to time

Nearly Rs.14,369 cr paid
to more than 17 lakh
farmers

 Appeals to use bicycles



Bilaspur, Dec 25: 

Railway Protection
Force in South East
Central Railway is dis-
charging its social respon-
sibilities along with the
safety of railway passen-
gers, railway property
with utmost priority.
From time to time, special
drives are conducted by
the Railway Protection
Force. In this series, in the
month of November, 2022,
under the jurisdiction of
South East Central
Railway, 273 minor
boys/girls were rescued
by RPF officers/employ-
ees at various
stations/trains and hand-
ed over to non-govern-
m e n t a l
organizations/parents.

Quick assistance is pro-
vided to passengers

through Security Helpline
and Women Helpline run-
ning round the clock in
Railway Protection Force
Control Room. Special at-
tention is being paid to
the safety of women pas-
sengers by deployment of
women RPF staff at rail-
way stations/trains .
Along with this, to ensure
the safety of the passen-

gers, the vulnerable
trains running at night
are being escorted by the
RPF personnel.

A strict vigil is being
maintained on the activi-
ties of criminals involved
in theft of luggage, drug
abuse, pickpocketing and
other heinous crimes like
theft, dacoity by deploy-
ment of decoy task force

teams in unsafe
trains/sections. The
morale of RPF officers
and staff of South East
Central Railway is very
high and they are commit-
ted and dedicated towards
RPF objectives of ensur-
ing proper security of
railway passengers, pas-
senger premises and rail-
way property.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  26,  2022

Bilaspur, Dec 25: 

On December 22, 2022,
an informal meeting was
held with the office bear-
ers of Other Backward
Classes Railway
Employees Association,
South East Central
Railway in the presence
of Alok Kumar, General
Manager, South East
Central Railway in the
auditorium located at
Zonal Headquarters. In
this meeting, Zonal
President of Other
Backward Classes
Railway Employees
Organization, Zonal
Secretary, General
Secretary B. Venkat
Ramana and office bear-
ers of other three divi-
sions as well as all the of-
ficers of South East
Central Railway were
present. Heads of depart-

ments were also present.
In this meeting, the of-

fice bearers of Other
Backward Classes
Railway Employees
Organization highlighted
the problems of other
backward class staff.
Various issues related to
the welfare of the em-
ployees were discussed.
The departmental heads
of all the departments

gave department-wise in-
formation on the issues
raised by the officials of
OBC Railway Employees
Organization related to
the welfare of the em-
ployees. On this occasion,
the General Manager
said that any problems of
the employees should be
resolved according to the
rules. Along with this, he
also gave necessary

guidelines.
Principal Chief

Personnel Officer R K
Agarwal coordinated the
meeting. In this meeting,
it was said to take neces-
sary steps to solve the
basic complaints and
problems of the employ-
ees. Special emphasis
was laid on the issue re-
lated to transfer of em-
ployees. Several issues
were discussed between
the Railway
Administration and the
Association. The meeting
was attended by the sen-
ior vice president
N.K.Patel, vice president
H. Prasad Rao , add fi-
nance secretary
S.Madhusudhan Rao, P.M
Rao,N.K. Sunkar,V.K.
Mahobia, Mohd. Shakoor,
D.Murlidhar, Virendra
Kohli and all other office
bearers.

GM SECR holds meeting
with OBC Association Dongargarh, Dec 25:

Without the consent of
the sarpanch and secre-
tary of Gram Panchayat
Jatkanhar, the case of
transfer of lakhs of ru-
pees of 15th finance and
other items to the mate-
rial supplier by the data
operator has come to
light, here.

A written complaint
was made by Panchayat
Secretary Raju Verma to
the District Panchayat
CEO and District CEO
on December 14, but till
today the matter was not
taken into cognizance by
the higher authorities.

Accusing the regional
district member and
chairman Manoj Sinha
in the illegal transfer of
various items of money
it was found that there
are many such construc-
tion works which have
not started and their

amount has been trans-
ferred. The matter of
making fake evaluation
by the departmental en-
gineer without construc-
tion work is also coming
to the fore.

Similarly, for the level-
ing of Anganwadi
grounds, it has been said
in the complaint that the
amount was withdrawn
without any proposal.
Same way data opera-
tors have been appointed
against the rules, with-

out the consent and pro-
posal of the sarpanch
secretary.

Similarly, 1.50 lakh
was sanctioned for
Gauthan leveling,in
which 60 thousand ru-
pees were billed on 27
September and 89 thou-
sand 600 hundred rupees
were paid on 17
November.

In which only 12 to 15
tree hives have been in-
serted and out of the
sanctioned amount of

Rs 2.5 lakh for bore min-
ing in Gauthan, Rs 1
long has been paid on
28th September.
Sanctioned amount of
Rs.3 lakh for purchase of
pump for drinking water
system has been paid on
25th January,which has
not been purchased yet.

The approval for the
construction of Koliyari
Nala Pulia is Rs 17.23
lakh. Out of which Rs 5
lakh 6 5 thousand 200
has been
paid.Meanwhile region-
al district member
Manoj Sinha said that
all the allegations lev-
eled by the secretary are
baseless.

Against the rule transfer of funds
from Gram Panchayat reported

What officer says
“ Higher authorities

have been informed for
investigation.” CEO
Divya Thakur.

Jagdalpur, Dec 25:
Collector Chandan
Kumar and SSP Jitendra
Meena listened to the
problems of the villagers
on Wednesday Dec 21 by
setting up a Chaupal in
Chandameta village of
Darbha development
block. A large number of
villagers reached this
Chaupal organized in the
CRPF camp and while
discussing about the de-
velopment works being
done here, they also put
their problems before the
administration. On this
occasion, CEO District
Panchayat Prakash
Sarve, Commander of
CRPF 80th Corps Jitendra
Kumar, SDM Sanjay
Vishwakarma, CEO
District Panchayat Subrat
Pradhan, Tehsildar
Jeevesh Sori and officers
of various departments
were also present.

Collector directed the
officers to resolve the de-
mand for electricity and
mobile network made by
the villagers. Under the
leadership of SSP
Jitendra Meena, he ap-
preciated the work being
done in the direction of
education and health by
the jawans for establish-
ing peace in the area and
providing security to the
villagers and said that ac-
cording to the need of the
villagers, in the area
rapid development works
will be done. He said that
work will also be done in

this direction that there
should be arrangement of
vehicles for transporta-
tion. He talked about
prompt action on the ap-
plications given by the
villagers.

He also asked the vil-
lagers to get their fields
repaired by taking advan-
tage of the MNREGA
scheme, which would in-
crease production. He
said that through this em-
ployment will also be eas-
ily available to the local
people. On this occasion,
he took information from
the villagers regarding

ration card, pension,
Aadhar card, caste certifi-
cate and directed the offi-
cials to make these facili-
ties available to the vil-
lagers who do not have
them immediately. He
also directed the EE
PMGSY to speed up the
construction of the road
under construction from
Chhindgur to
Chandameta.

Collector took chil-
dren’s class

The work of imparting
education to small chil-
dren is also being done in
the CRPF camp set up at
Chandameta. When the
Collector, who arrived
here on Wednesday to
know the problems of the
villagers, heard the sound
of studies being done by
small children in the cam-
pus, he also reached
among the children. He
expressed happiness on
seeing the education of
small children here and
he also asked questions to
the children.

Collector and SSP give patient 
hearing to grievances of villagers
 In the Janchaupal

held at Chandameta

RPF SECR runs campaign ‘Nanhe Farishte’
 273 children 

handed over to their

families safely
Sukma, Dec 25: 

Swami Vivekananda Yuva
Shakti Kendra complex lo-
cated at Sukma district
headquarters will soon be
rejuvenated after District
Collector Haris.S visited
the center and discussed
with Executive Engineer
RES Anil Rathore on con-
verting the campus accord-
ing to the needs of the
youth. The Collector said
that along with the cur-
rently operating library,
coaching center etc., resi-
dential arrangements will
also be made for the con-
venience of the students
coming to the headquar-
ters to prepare for competi-
tive examinations from far-
flung areas of the district.
Along with this, the area of
the entire center will also
be expanded. During the
review of Jal Jeevan

Mission in village
Dubbatota, the Collector
reviewed the work
progress by inspecting
mercury and houses with
tap connections. Officials
of the Public Health
Engineering Department
told that the construction
of the tank in the village as
well as the installation of
taps in all the houses have
been completed and within

a week water supply will
start in the houses of the
entire village. Government
Higher Secondary School
operated in Nagar
Panchayat Doranapal is to
be upgraded to Swami
Atmanand Excellent
School and the Collector
observed the school and
gave necessary guidelines
to the officials regarding
the construction. It is

worth noting that tile
work, construction of new
toilets, laboratory and
other works are to be done
in the school and giving in-
structions, the Collector
said that there will be win-
ter vacations in the
schools, making good use
of this time; necessary re-
pair work should be done
in the rooms as per priori-
ty.

Swami Vivekananda Yuva 
Shakti Kendra to be rejuvenated

Jagdalpur, Dec 25: 

The ‘Naat Sanstha’ is
constantly striving to give
proper recognition to the
folk art and culture of
Bastar and to provide a
proper platform to the
local artists. For this pur-
pose, an organization
named Nat was formed by
the local artists. This or-
ganization is continuous-
ly working towards pro-
viding platform to local
artists at various levels.

Shooting of a tele film
viz. ‘Prayas’ has been com-
pleted under the aegis of
NAT. In which, under the
joint auspices of Naat and

Doordarshan, a compre-
hensive telefilm has been
produced on the ‘Kuruti’
like child labor prevailing
in Bastar. An attempt has
been made in this tele-film
to show why any child is
forced to do child labour.
What is the compulsion of
the child? 

And due to what cir-
cumstances child labor is
forced? 

The government-admin-
istration takes action
against child labourers.
But in the absence of a
proper solution, both the
child labourers and their
families are troubled.
Efforts have been made to

show this confusion and
pain through telefilms
called ‘Prayas’ by ‘Nata’.
Naat’s founders Parmesh

Raja, Shailendra Pandey
and Harish Sahu told that
12 artistes and technical
staff of Doordarshan took

2 days to shoot this tele-
film. This tele-film named
Prayas could be completed
by shooting in different lo-
cations. Shailendra
Pandey, Harish Sahu,
Shivprakash CG, Kishan
Baghel, Sagar Srivastava,
Upendra Singh Thakur,
Laxminarayan Pandey,
Manish Panigrahi, Anjali
Kashyap, Sumanlata Nag,
Namrata Kashyap, Smita
Verma, Bharti Panigrahi
are the main -cast in this
tele-film. Guidance in this
was given by Vipin
Dewan, special guidance
by Parmesh Raja and con-
tribution by Rahul
Pandey.

Telefilm Prayas shot on child labor to be telecast on DD

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  2255::  

The Jain community of the
region has submitted a memo-
randum, after the declaration
of the Jharkhand Government
to make their religious site,
Sammet Shikhartirtha a tourist
place. The entire Jain society
together decided to send a
memorandum to the govern-
ment by keeping their estab-
lishments closed opposing this
decision of the government
and in the same order, on
December 21, the Mungeli Jain
society also kept their business
establishments closed and
gathered in large numbers,
took out a bike rally and toured
the city, reached the
Collectorate and submitted
their memorandum to the

President, the Prime Minister
and the Chief Minister of
Jharkhand. 

The memorandum men-
tioned that in view of the sanc-
tity of Sammet Shikhartirtha
where 20 Tirthankaras attained
Nirvana and millions of souls
attained salvation by doing
penance, the place should not
be declared a tourist destina-
tion. 

Among those present were
senior Anopchand Baid of
Shwetambar Jain Samaj, presi-
dent Kantilal Lodha, senior
Subhash Chand Jain of
Digambar Jain Samaj, presi-
dent Sharadchand Jain, presi-
dent of Sadhumargi Jain Sangh
Jethmal Kotadia, Kanhaiyalal
Kotadia, Secretary Vikas Jain
and many others.  

Jain community 
submits memorandum

RRaajjiimm,,  DDeecc  2255:: 90-year-old
Bisan Patel of Chaubebandha,
a village adjacent to the city, is
in news for working for cleanli-
ness and has become synony-
mous for the word sanitation.
He starts the cleanliness drive
every day from 5:00 am and
regardless of age, wearing a
dhoti and he does the cleanli-
ness work in major roads con-
necting crucial places of the
region. It is noteworthy that in
the year 2014, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi changed the
picture of the whole country by
inaugurating the cleanliness
campaign and thousands of

organizations have been hon-
ored by joining this campaign
and lakhs of people have
received awards. And here,
Choubebandha’s Bison Patel’s
positive thinking and desire to
clean up have outlived his age.

According to information, he is
the first person of this age in
the entire state of
Chhattisgarh, who is still mak-
ing regular efforts to carry for-
ward the cleanliness cam-
paign.

Chaubebandha’s Bison Patel
synonymous with cleanliness

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  2255::  Good gover-
nance week is being celebrat-
ed in the district till 25
December on the theme
‘Administration towards vil-
lage’ for quick resolution of
public grievances and better
service delivery. Under the
good governance week, a
workshop was organized in the
auditorium of the district
office under the guidance of
District Collector Saurabh
Kumar. Addressing the work-
shop, Chief Guest retired
Additional Collector Ashok
Tiwari, said that good gover-
nance is to ensure that the
services of government
schemes reach the citizens
within the time limit. The aim
of Good Governance Week is
that all people can get the ben-

efits of government schemes
and to deliver services to the cit-
izens, we need to work with
transparency, sensitivity and
promptness. ADM R.A.
Kuruvanshi while addressing the
workshop said that if any person
approaches you with any prob-
lem and if he is not in your juris-
diction, then definitely give
proper guidance to that person,
so that his problem can be
solved. Officer-in-charge of
Public Grievance Redressal
Branch, Joint Director Mr. S.S.
Dubey said that due to the
implementation of the concept
of good governance, the work of
the beneficiaries is now being
done easily and now they don’t
need to come to higher office.
Officers of all the departments
were present on the occasion.

Good governance
week celebrated
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AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Jharkhand’s Jamtara district is making efforts through a unique campaign ‘Police ki
Pathshala’ (Police’s School), which aims at creating awareness about phishing
activities, in Jamtara, Sunday. 

SILENT MARCH

Members of the Jain community take out a ‘silent march’ for sanctity of pilgrimage site ‘Sammed Shikhar ji’, in
Jaipur, Sunday.

BRIEF

Cremated 
 Bankura: Grief-

stricken family mem-
bers bade a tearful
farewell to Naik
Gopinath Makur, who
was among the 16
Army personnel killed
in a road accident in
Sikkim, as his mortal
remains were con-
signed to flames at his
home village in West
Bengal’s Bankura dis-
trict on Sunday.

Busted
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab Police on
Sunday said it has
busted a drug smug-
gling cartel and ar-
rested two men with
10 kg heroin and a so-
phisticated drone,
from their possession.
Punjab Director
General of Police
Gaurav Yadav said the
accused have been
identified as Dalbir
and Jagdish, both resi-
dents of Gharinda in
Amritsar.

Perform 
 Kolkata: Over 5,000

artistes from across
the state will be par-
ticipating at the
Bangla Sangeet Mela,
which began in
Kolkata on Sunday.
The eight-day festival,
which aims to show-
case the rich reposito-
ry of Bengali music,
will be held at 11 ven-
ues across the city, in-
cluding Rabindra
Sadan, Sisir Manch,
Hedua Park and
Deshapriyo Park,
Minister of State for
Information and
Cultural Affairs
Indranil Sen said.

Sanctuary 
 Muzaffarnagar: In a

bid to resolve the
problem of stray cat-
tle, the Centre has de-
cided to build a cow
sanctuary in Purkazi
block of
Muzaffarnagar, Union
minister Sanjeev
Kumar Balyan said on
Sunday. The proposed
cow sanctuary will
come up at
Meghachandan vil-
lage and will be
spread over 70
hectares of govern-
ment land.

Honour
 Dehradun:

Uttarakhand Governor
Lt Gen (Retd) Gurmit
Singh on Sunday hon-
oured five district mag-
istrates in the state for
their contribution to
good governance
through their perform-
ance. The honour was
conferred upon them
at a function held at the
Raj Bhawan here on
the occasion of the
Good Governance Day
(Sushasan Diwas).

Protest 
 Kolkata: Two teach-

ers’ organisations on
Sunday decried the
“undemocratic” sack-
ing of Visva Bharati
university Prof
Sudipta Bhattacharya
for allegedly being in-
volved in activities
detrimental to the
functioning of the in-
stitution.

Security personnel stand
guard at Saint Mary’s

Garrison church on
Christmas, in Jammu,

Sunday. 

U t t a r k a s h i
(Uttarakhand), Dec 25
(PTI): Villagers clashed
with organisers of an
event attended by
Christian clerics at
Devdhung in Uttarkashi
district, accusing them of
unlawful conversion, offi-
cials said. Cases have
been registered at the
Purola police station
against people associated
with a missionary organi-
sation called Asha Aur
Jivan Kendra as well as
five villagers, Purola
Station House Officer
(SHO) Komal Singh Rawat
said on Sunday.

The officer said FIRs
have been registered
against the people associ-
ated with the organisa-
tion under different sec-
tions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), including
153(a) (promoting enmity
between different groups
on grounds of religion,
race), 323 (voluntarily

causing hurt) and 504 (in-
tentional insult with in-
tent to provoke breach of
peace). The villagers have
been booked for rioting
under section 147 of the
IPC apart from 153(a), 323
and 504, Rawat said.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said on
Sunday that the govern-
ment has brought the
Freedom of Religion
(Amendment) Act to deal
sternly with people who
indulge in forcible conver-
sions. Strong action will
be taken in this particular
case, he told reporters on
the sidelines of a func-
tion. The incident was re-
ported on Friday, Sub
Divisional Magistrate
(SDM), Purola, Jitendra
Kumar said.

“Villagers have com-
plained of collective con-
version at a programme
in the area. We have infor-
mation that there was
also a minor clash be-

tween the villagers and
the programme’s organis-
ers. The matter is being
investigated,” he said. On
Saturday, right-wing
Hindu outfits held a
demonstration at the
SDM’s office, alleging that
Christian missionaries
are converting people
from Nepal coming to
Uttarkashi to work by of-
fering them allurements.

They also submitted a
memorandum addressed
to the Governor Gurmit
Singh, demanding action.

The organisers of the
event could not be imme-
diately contacted. The
governor recently gave
his assent to the Freedom
of Religion (Amendment)
Bill passed by the state as-
sembly on November 30
making unlawful conver-
sion a cognisable and non-
bailable offence punish-
able with a maximum of
10 years’ imprisonment
besides a fine.

U’khand villagers allege
unlawful conversions

Clash with organisers of event; FIRs registered

Shimla, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Former chief minister
Jai Ram Thakur, who was
on Sunday elected the
leader of the BJP legisla-
tive party in Himachal
Pradesh, hit out at the
Congress, alleging its gov-
ernment was failing to de-
liver on poll promises and
leaders were moving in dif-
ferent directions. Thakur
was unanimously elected
as all 24 BJP MLAs pro-
posed his name for the
post, senior party leader
and head of the election
management committee
Mangal Pandey said. The
Congress wrested
Himachal Pradesh from
the BJP in November win-
ning 40 seats in the 68-
member assembly. The saf-
fron party won 25 seats and
three went to
Independents. Six-time leg-
islator Thakur won from

Seraj with the highest mar-
gin. The meeting of the
BJP MLAs here was at-
tended by state BJP chief
Suresh Kashyap, state BJP
in-charge and co-incharge
Avinash Rai Khanna and
Sanjay Tandon, and cen-
tral observer Vinod Tawda.

Later addressing media
persons on Sunday, Jai
Ram Thakur said though
the difference in vote share
between the Congress and
the BJP was just 0.9 per-
cent, the BJP has accepted
the mandate and is ready
to perform the role of op-

position. However, the
Congress government has
failed to deliver on its poll
promises, he said and
noted that it promised to
implement the old pension
scheme in 10 days but 14
days have passed. The

Congress is still unable to
expand the cabinet, he said
and added that the chief
minister, deputy chief
minister and MLAs are
moving in different direc-
tions. It is the first time
that the public is protest-
ing on road in the first two
weeks of a new govern-
ment as all development
works have been affected,
he claimed and added that
MLAs are waiting to be in-
ducted in cabinet while ad-
visors are already enjoy-
ing cabinet ranks. Thakur,
who also submitted a
memorandum to the gov-
ernor, opposed the “de-no-
tifying of functional insti-
tutions” opened after April
1, 2022. It is illegal and the
BJP is examining the mat-
ter legally as the institu-
tions were opened after ap-
proval from the cabinet
and with budget provision
and creation of posts.

Jai Ram Thakur elected leader of BJP legislative party  

Himachal Pradesh BJP President Suresh Kumar Kashyap
offers sweet to former state chief minister Jai Ram Thakur
as he is named as the leader of BJP Legislator Party, in
Shimla, Sunday.

Chennai, Dec 25 (PTI): 

The picturesque road to
Parandur village is ab-
solutely quiet but for the
chirping and buzzing of
winged creatures and the
sound of some moving ve-
hicles.

While the long winding
road offers spectacular
views of greenery and
paddy fields, the presence
of policemen, beginning
midway, brings in the ele-
ment of curiosity.
Barricades, some looking
like iron walls with barbed
wires could really turn
heads.

Right on the roadside,
farmers are busy dumping
paddy, which has some
moisture, to dry. Glittering
like sand dunes under a
bright sun, cleaned and
dried paddy is ready one
side for loading onto wait-
ing trucks while cows and

buffaloes march towards
the grassland. Traders
could be seen negotiating
with farmers the price fac-
tor near a local seed bank.
On a side of the road, po-
lice checkposts dot the
landscape. Unknown to

the outside world till re-
cent times, Parandur
grabbed headlines first in
August after the govern-
ment said that the place is
its choice for a greenfield
airport. Fearing displace-
ment and loss of sustain-

able livelihood options,
farmers are resentful over
the proposed land acquisi-
tion to make way for the
airport. Giving vent to
their emotions, farmers
started protesting against
the move and have been

holding demonstrations.
The government, which

has proposed a Rs 20,000
crore airport has held
talks twice with them and
has said that experts
would study the area’s geo-
logical features.

Nestled between
Kancheepuram and
Arakkonam and tucked
away from the busy
Chennai-Bengaluru high-
way, the quaint small
Parandur and its environs
are striking for its eye-
catching water bodies.

Ponds, lakes and canals
criss-cross the region and
an inspiring line up of
towering trees, forming
the middle portion of a
sprawling lake, offers a
breathtaking view in
Nelvoy village.

Farmers say that they
are not inclined to part
with their land for the air-
port project.

Of paddy fields and barbed wires, the story of a TN ‘airport’ village

Barricades have been put up in view of protests by farmers who oppose acquisition of
their land for the project at Parandur, near Chennai, where the Tamil Nadu government
has proposed to set up a Chennai Greenfield airport to cater to future needs at Parandur,
in Chennai.

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

More than 70 personnel
have featured in posters of
various awareness cam-
paigns run by the Delhi
Police as a reward for their
good work, investigations
and humanitarian acts, of-
ficials said.

One can easily spot
these posters at metro sta-
tions like IIT, Sarojini
Nagar, Ashram, INA, GK,
ITO and Panchsheel
among others in which the
featured personnel can be
seen alerting the masses
on cyber or other types of
fraud.

According to officials, it
was Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay
Arora’s idea to make these
policemen and women the
face of the force’s aware-
ness campaign as a reward
for their outstanding
work.

One such poster is
aimed at encouraging sen-
ior citizens to register
themselves with Delhi
Police’s portal for the team
to visit them and carry out
the security audits of the
societies they are living in.

Deputy Commissioner
of Police (PRO) Suman
Nalwa said police person-
nel are being featured as
models for awareness cam-
paigns in the print media
as well. There is a 360-de-
gree campaign going on
for this whole drive.

“It is one of our unique
initiatives through which
we are not only taking our
message to Delhiites but at
the same time boosting the
morale of our own men
and women in uniform,”
she said.

“Their (featured person-
nel) feedback has been
amazing in the sense that
they feel like a celebrity.

Their families feel proud
and children show them in
their schools. This has
given them a recognition
at a larger platform since
we showcase their work on
social media as well,”
Nalwa said.

“Many among them
have also received interna-
tional acclaim as well. So
overall, the impact has
been very positive and
very motivating,” she
added.

This initiative was kick-
started early this month
with its focus on caution-
ing the masses against
cyber scams.

The Delhi Police will
continue this style of com-
munication in the near fu-
ture as well, an officer
said.

According to a senior
police officer, Delhi
Police’s PRO department
is fully equipped with its

own studio where they
carry out recordings and
photo shoots.

Head Constable
Gurpreet Gaur who has
been featured in one such
billboard at Pancsheel
metro station said ever
since her poster has come
up, she feels like a celebri-
ty.

“It feels good when your
work is rewarded. When
my children saw an adver-
tisement in the print
media featuring me they
were very happy and excit-
ed. They even shared this
news with their teachers
and friends in school,” she
said.

“They told me how
proud they feel. We are
known by our work but
now even senior officers of
my district know me well.
I feel motivated and en-
couraged to do even
more,” she said.

Delhi cops strike a pose in posters across city

Guwahati, Dec 25 (PTI):

Distancing himself
from an Assam Police di-
rective asking districts to
carry out a survey on
churches, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
asked the DGP to inquire
why such a letter was is-
sued and immediately
take “corrective meas-
ures”. The Assam govern-
ment does not have the in-
tention to carry out any
survey on religious insti-
tutions like churches,
Sarma told a TV channel
on Saturday.

The chief minister was
reacting to a letter from
the Special Branch of
Assam Police to the dis-
trict administrations seek-
ing information on the

number of churches, reli-
gious conversion and peo-
ple involved in forceful
conversions, if any.

“I think we should not
ask for such kind of infor-
mation like how many
churches are there in
Assam. This might hurt
the sentiment of a particu-
lar religious community.
We should avoid this kind
of thing,” the chief minis-
ter, who also holds the
home portfolio, said.

“I completely disassoci-
ate myself from the letter
as it was never discussed
in any government forum.
The letter is wholly un-
warranted and as a citizen
of Assam, we want to live
in peace and harmony
with all the communities,”
Sarma said.

ASSAM CM TO DGP

‘Probe into police 
directive on church survey’

Bhubaneswar, Dec 25 (PTI):
L Eswar Rao of Jatni in
Odisha’s Khurda district
has created a miniature
sculpture of Jesus Christ
inside a glass bottle.

Rao has created a 4-inch
high and 2-inch wide
sculpture of Jesus Christ
with a crucifix inside a 750
ml bottle.

He placed a cross with
Jesus Christ on it, sur-
rounded by two Christmas
trees, with the message
Merry Christmas in it.

Rao has used chalk,
glass, and glitter paper for
the model. It took him
seven days to create the
miniature sculpture.

The 40-year-old artist
has been practising this
artwork for the last 25
years. He creates minia-

ture art on pencil nib and
soap and presents them in
a bottle. Earlier he created
a sculpture of a woman
and the Hockey World Cup
on pencil nib to mark
Women’s Day and during
the Hockey World Cup.

Rao’s journey as a
miniature artist began in
1999 after he gifted a Taj
Mahal carved out of chalk
to his teacher.

“I have been practising
miniature artwork since I
was in Class 2. I had gifted
my miniature art to my
teacher when I was in
Class 12. My teacher was
so impressed by my work
that he later introduced
me to the then principal of
B K College of Arts and
praised my inborn talent,”
Rao told PTI.

Odisha artist creates 
miniature art of Jesus Christ 

Inside glass bottle

Thakur attacks
Cong govt

Addressing media persons
on Sunday, Jai Ram Thakur
said though the difference in
vote share between the
Congress and the BJP was
just 0.9 percent, the BJP has
accepted the mandate and is
ready to perform the role of
opposition. However, the
Congress government has
failed to deliver on its poll
promises, he said and noted
that it promised to imple-
ment the old pension
scheme in 10 days but 14
days have passed. 



CHRISTMAS MASS 

Two Christian women embrace outside a Sacred Heart Cathedral on the occasion of Christmas Mass in Lahore,

Pakistan, Sunday, Dec. 25.
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Washington, Dec 25 (PTI):

A US court has ruled
that Marine Corps cannot
deny entry to Sikhs sport-
ing a beard and wearing a
turban, in a major victory
for three recruits from the
community who can now
join the elite unit’s basic
training without having to
forfeit their religious be-
liefs.

The trio of recruits -
Aekash Singh, Jaskirat
Singh, and Milaap Singh
Chahal - had sought an ex-
emption from a Marines
grooming rule requiring
them to shave their
beards, with the men argu-
ing it was their expression
of commitment to their re-
ligious faith.

The Marine Corps told
three Sikh men that they
could serve only if they
shaved before going
through basic training.

They appealed to the US
Court of Appeals for the
DC Circuit in September
after a lower-court judge
denied their request for a
preliminary injunction
that would have allowed
them to enter basic train-
ing with their articles of
faith. “They are now suf-
fering and will continue to
suffer grave, immediate,
and ongoing injuries to the
exercise of their faith,”
the three-judge bench of
the US Court of Appeals
here ruled on Friday.

“A federal court has just
ruled that Sikhs can main-

tain their religious beards
while serving their coun-
try in the U.S. Marine
Corps. Now, three Sikh re-
cruits, who had previously
been denied religious ac-
commodations, can enter
basic training,” lawyer
Eric Baxter, who repre-
sented the three men,
tweeted.

“This is a major ruling
for religious freedom for
years, the Marine Corps
has barred Sikh recruits
with religious beards from
entry into basic training.
Today’s ruling strikes
down that rule as a “viola-
tion of the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act
(RFRA),” he said.

“No one should have to
choose between serving

God and country,” he
added in a series of tweets.

The Marines’ ban on fa-
cial hair applies in basic
training and “combat
zones,” a designation the
plaintiffs said in court cov-
ers over three dozen coun-
tries where hazard pay is
given, the Washington
Post newspaper reported.

The Marines claimed
that beards will impact
“troop uniformity” and
appearance among re-
cruits, ultimately threat-
ening national security.

Writing for the Court,
Judge Millett stated that
the Sikh recruits “not only
have a substantial likeli-
hood of success on the
merits it is difficult to
imagine them losing.”

US Marines must allow Sikh recruits with
beards, turbans: US court orders

Islamabad, Dec 25 (PTI):

Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has said that the
United States is willing to
provide funds to
Islamabad to help it en-
hance its border security
for preventing cross-bor-
der attacks from
Afghanistan, according to
a media report on Sunday.

Bhutto, who was in
Washington from
December 14 to 21 where

he met various top policy-
makers and chaired the
Ministerial Conference of
the G-77 and China, the
largest negotiating bloc of
developing countries

within the UN system,
said he held talks with
senior US senators over
the border security fund
to be given in 2023, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed. “Two senior senators
Bob Menendez from New
Jersey and Lindsey
Graham from South
Carolina told me that they
were provided “funding
in the 2023 budget to help
us with border security,”
Bhutto told reporters
while responding to
queries.

Senator Menendez
chairs the Senate
Committee on Foreign

Relations while Senator
Graham, a senior
Republican, heads the
Senate Committee on
Judiciary, Bhutto said,
while emphasising the
strong standing of the two
lawmakers.

During a news briefing
in Washington on
December 19, US State
D e p a r t m e n t ’ s
Spokesperson Ned Price
noted that Afghanistan-
based terrorist groups
like the outlawed
T e h r e e k - i - T a l i b a n
Pakistan have recently in-
creased attacks on
Pakistani targets and of-

fered help to Islamabad to
deal with the “increasing-
ly dangerous threat”.

“We have partnered
with our Pakistani
friends to help them take
on this challenge. We
stand ready to assist,
whether with this unfold-
ing situation or more
broadly,” Price said.

But Bhutto’s response
to Dawn made it clear that
while the US wanted good
relations between the two
South Asian neighbours,
it appears keener to coop-
erate with Islamabad in
combating terrorist at-
tacks from Afghanistan.

US willing to provide Pakistan with funds to
enhance border security: Bilawal Bhutto

Karachi, Dec 25 (PTI):

The notorious terrorist
group Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) has
claimed the lives of six se-
curity personnel and in-
jured a few others in the
last two days by carrying
out several attacks in the
restive Balochistan
province, Pakistan Army’s
media wing said on
Sunday.

According to a state-
ment released by Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), a terrorist and a
soldier were killed during
an exchange of fire be-
tween militants and the se-

curity forces in an intelli-
gence-based operation
conducted in the Sambaza
area of Zhob district.

It said the operation,
launched on the basis of
“credible information”,
was continuing for the last
96 hours.

The objective was to
“deny terrorists the use of
few suspected routes to
move across the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border to
sneak into Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa along the
interprovincial boundary
and target citizens and se-
curity forces”, the state-
ment said. The ISPR,
Pakistan Army’s media

wing, also said that the ter-
rorists were supported by
their facilitators from
across the border. In a sep-
arate incident in the
Dannuk Gogdan area of
Turbot, armed militants
attacked a vehicle of the
Frontier Corps on
Saturday in which four
soldiers were killed in the
ensuing exchange of fire.

In the border town of
Chaman, a Levies soldier
was killed when unknown
militants on a motorcycle
opened fire on a check post
late last night.

The TTP has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attacks
in Turbat and Chaman.

Pak Taliban kills 6 security personnel
in multiple attacks in Balochistan

Kabul, Dec 25 (AP):

Foreign aid groups on
Sunday suspended their
operations in Afghanistan
following a decision by the
country’s Taliban rulers to
ban women from working
at international and local
non-governmental organi-
sations.

Save the Children, the
Norwegian Refugee
Council and CARE, said
they cannot effectively
reach children, women
and men in desperate need
in Afghanistan without
the women on their work-
forces. The NGO ban was
introduced a day earlier,
allegedly because women
weren’t wearing the
Islamic headscarf correct-
ly. “We have complied with
all cultural norms and we
simply can’t work without
our dedicated female staff,
who are essential for us to
access women who are in
desperate need of assis-
tance,” Neil Turner, the
The Norwegian Refugee
Council’s chief for
Afghanistan, told The
Associated Press on

Sunday. He said the group
has 468 female staff in the
country.

The developments came
in response to the
Taliban’s latest edict that
curtails the rights and
freedoms of women since
they seized power last
year.

The US has condemned
the Taliban for ordering
non-governmental groups
in Afghanistan to stop em-
ploying women, saying the
ban will disrupt vital and
life-saving assistance to
millions.

The Taliban takeover
last year sent
Afghanistan’s economy
into a tailspin and trans-
formed the country, driv-
ing millions into poverty
and hunger. Foreign aid
stopped almost overnight.

Sanctions on Taliban
rulers, a halt on bank
transfers and frozen bil-
lions in Afghanistan’s cur-
rency reserves have al-
ready restricted access to
global institutions and the
outside money that sup-
ported the country’s aid-
dependent economy before

the withdrawal of US and
NATO forces.

“Women are central to
humanitarian operations
around the world,” US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said Saturday.
“This decision could be
devastating for the Afghan
people.”

The NGO order came in
a letter from Economy
Minister Qari Din
Mohammed Hanif. It said
any organisation found
not complying with the
order will have their oper-
ating license revoked in
Afghanistan. It is the latest
blow to female rights and
freedoms since the
Taliban seized power last
year and follows sweeping
restrictions on education,
employment, clothing and
travel.

The flurry of edicts
from the all-male and reli-
giously driven Taliban
government are reminis-
cent of their rule in the
late 1990s, when they
banned women from edu-
cation and public spaces
and outlawed music, tele-
vision and many sports.

3 NGOs suspend work in Afghanistan
after Taliban bar women

Beijing, Dec 25 (PTI):

Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said on
Sunday that China is
ready to work with India
for the “steady and sound
growth” of bilateral ties
and the two countries are
committed to upholding
stability at the border
areas where tensions have
prevailed since 2020.
Addressing a symposium
on the international situa-
tion and China’s foreign
relations in 2022, Wang
said both countries have
maintained communica-
tion through diplomatic
and military-to-military
channels.

“China and India have
maintained communica-
tion through the diplomat-
ic and military-to-military
channels, and both coun-
tries are committed to up-
holding stability in the
border areas,” said Wang,
who has been elevated to
the ruling Communist
Party of China’s (CPC)
high-power political bu-

reau during the recent
party Congress.

“We stand ready to work
with India in the direction
toward steady and sound
growth of China-India re-
lations,” he said at the
symposium.

Wang, along with
National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval, is the Special
Representative of the
India-China boundary
mechanism which has re-
mained dormant in the
present set of border
standoffs.

In his lengthy address
on China’s diplomatic

work, Wang focused more
on China’s troubled ties
with the US and burgeon-
ing relations with Russia,
despite the Ukraine war.

He briefly touched on
India-China relations that
have been bogged down
since April 2020 when
China tried to move a
large number of its troops
to the disputed areas in
Easter Ladakh, resulting
in a prolonged military
standoff. The two coun-
tries have held 17 rounds
of talks so far to resolve
the standoff. The 17th
round of the India-China

Corps Commander Level
Meeting was held on
December 20 during which
the two sides agreed to
stay in close contact and
maintain dialogue
through military and
diplomatic channels and
work out a mutually ac-
ceptable resolution of the
remaining issues at the
earliest, according to a
joint press release issued
after the talks.

Ever since the once-in-a-
five-year Congress of the
CPC in October which re-
elected President Xi
Jinping for an unprece-
dented third five-year
term, speculation is rife
about Beijing’s future
course of India policy, es-
pecially in 2023 and
whether it will normalise
relations and restore sta-
bility at the 3,488-km long
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) which has been wit-
nessing tensions between
the two militaries.

According to observers,
this month’s clash be-
tween Indian and Chinese

soldiers at Yangtse in
Arunachal Pradesh, bare-
ly weeks after Xi began his
new term, spelled danger
that 2023 too will end up as
yet another blank year in
the bilateral ties.

It was the first major
clash between the Indian
and Chinese armies since
the fierce face-off in the
Galwan Valley in June
2020 that marked the most
serious military conflict
between the two sides in
decades. The ties between
the two countries froze
since then, with India
making it clear that peace
and tranquillity at the bor-
der is the sine qua non for
the overall development of
bilateral ties. The PLA’s
move at Yangtse taking
place after the completion
of disengagement from
many friction points was
seen as the reflection of
the dilemma prevailing in
the Chinese political and
military ranks on how to
deal with India which is
on political ascendency in-
ternationally.

China ready to work with India for ‘steady and
sound growth’ of ties: FM Wang Yi

London, Dec 25 (PTI):

King Charles III is host-
ing his first traditional
family Christmas as
monarch on Sunday at the
Sandringham royal estate
in Norfolk for the first
time.

It also marks the first
time since before the pan-
demic in 2019 that
Britain’s royal family
spent Christmas at east-
ern England estate and the
royal standard flag is once
again flying above the
house marking a return of
the long-standing festive
tradition. Sunday also
marks the first Christmas
since the death of Queen
Elizabeth II in September,
aged 96.

The family began the
day with a morning serv-
ice at St. Mary Magdalene
Church, greeting royal
fans before sitting down to
a family dinner with
turkey and the usual fes-
tive trimmings.

The King and Queen
Consort Camilla is joined

by the Prince and Princess
of Wales, William and

Kate, and their children
Prince George, Princess

Charlotte and Prince
Louis. On Saturday, the

two older children George
and Charlotte joined

William and Kate at
Westminster Abbey in
London for a carol service
in honour of the late
Queen.

In his first-ever tradi-
tional Christmas Day mes-
sage as the British
monarch, the King pays
tribute to his late mother
Queen Elizabeth II’s 
legacy. In an image re-
leased by Buckingham
Palace earlier this week,
the 74-year-old is seen next
to a Christmas tree at St.
George’s Chapel in
Windsor Castle recording
the message earlier this
month to be broadcast on
Sunday evening. The
British monarch’s
Christmas broadcast is a
long-standing tradition
and is aimed at people
across the UK and the
Commonwealth. It will be
the first televised annual
royal Christmas Day
broadcast not to be pre-
sented by the late Queen,
who appeared in the first

televised message in 1957.
St. George’s Chapel

marks a change of scene
from the messages record-
ed by the Queen, who
would traditionally be
seated and surrounded by
photos of her family in a
palace room.

It is in the George VI
Memorial Chapel of the
royal chapel that Queen
Elizabeth II was laid to
rest along with her hus-
band Prince Philip follow-
ing a state funeral in
September.

In other personal touch-
es of the environmentally
minded new King,
Buckingham Palace said
the tree is plastic-free with
recyclable decorations and
arrangements of holly and
ivy in the background.

Following the recording
of his festive address, the
Christmas tree was re-
used by St. George’s
Chapel in the Dean’s
Cloister for visitors to
enjoy, the palace said.

King Charles hosts first traditional Christmas as British monarch

Prevent attacks
from Afghanistan

King Charles III, centre, right, and Camilla, the Queen Consort lead the Royal Family as they arrive to attend the Christmas day service at St Mary

Magdalene Church in Sandringham in Norfolk, England, Sunday, Dec. 25.

G reater conservation ef-
forts are needed to pro-

tect Antarctic ecosystems,
and the populations of up to
97 per cent of land-based
Antarctic species could de-
cline by 2100 if we don't
change tack, our new re-
search has found. The study,
published today, also found
just USD 23 million per year
would be enough to imple-
ment ten key strategies to re-
duce threats to Antarctica's
biodiversity. This relatively
small sum would benefit up
to 84% of terrestrial bird,
mammal, and plant groups.
We identified climate change
as the biggest threat to
Antarctica's unique plant and
animal species. Limiting
global warming is the most
effective way to secure their
future. Threats to Antarctic
biodiversity Antarctica's
land-based species have
adapted to survive the cold-
est, windiest, highest, driest
continent on Earth.

The species includes two
flowering plants, hardy moss
and lichens, numerous mi-
crobes, tough invertebrates
and hundreds of thousands
of breeding seabirds, includ-
ing the emperor and Ad lie
penguins. Antarctica also
provides priceless services to
the planet and humankind. It
helps regulate the global cli-

mate by driving atmospheric
circulation and ocean cur-
rents, and absorbing heat and
carbon dioxide. Antarctica
even drives weather patterns
in Australia. Some people
think of Antarctica as a safe,
protected wilderness. But the
continent's plants and ani-
mals still face numerous
threats. Chief among them is
climate change. As global
warming worsens,
Antarctica's ice-free areas are
predicted to expand, rapidly
changing the habitat avail-
able for wildlife. And as ex-
treme weather events such as
heatwaves become more fre-
quent, Antarctica's plants
and animals are expected to
suffer. What's more, scientists
and tourists visiting the icy
continent each year can
harm the environment
through, for example, pollu-
tion and disturbing the
ground or plants. And the
combination of more human
visitors and milder tempera-
tures in Antarctica also cre-
ates the conditions for inva-
sive species to thrive.So how
will these threats affect
Antarctic species? And what
conservation strategies can
be used to mitigate them?
Our research set out to find
the answers.

What we found
Our study involved work-

ing with 29 experts in
Antarctic biodiversity, con-
servation, logistics, tourism
and policy. The experts as-
sessed how Antarctica's
species will respond to future
threats. Under a worst-case
scenario, the populations of
97% of Antarctic terrestrial
species and breeding seabirds
could decline between now
and 2100, if current conserva-
tion efforts stay on the same
trajectory. At best, the popula-

tions of 37% of species would
decline. The most likely sce-
nario is a decline in 65% of
the continent's plants and
wildlife by the year 2100.

The emperor penguin re-
lies on ice for breeding, and is
the most vulnerable of
Antarctica's species. In the
worst-case scenario, the em-
peror penguin is at risk of ex-
tinction by 2100 the only
species in our study facing
this fate. Climate change will
also likely wreak havoc on
other Antarctic specialists,
such as the nematode worm
Scottnema lindsayae. The
species lives in extremely dry
soils, and is at risk as warm-
ing and ice-melt increases
soil moisture. Climate change
won't lead to a decline in all
Antarctic species in fact,
some may benefit initially.
These include the two
Antarctic plants, some moss-
es and the gentoo penguin.
These species may increase
their populations and become
more widely distributed in
the event of more liquid
water (as opposed to ice),
more ice-free land and
warmer temperatures.

So, what to do?
Clearly, current conserva-

tion efforts are insufficient to
conserve Antarctic species in
a changing world. The ex-
perts we worked with identi-
fied ten management strate-
gies to mitigate threats to the
continent's land-based
species. Unsurprisingly, miti-
gating climate change (listed
as the "influence external pol-
icy" strategy) would provide
the greatest benefit. Reducing
climate change to no more
than 2 degrees Celsius of
warming would benefit up to
68% of terrestrial species and
breeding seabirds. The next
two most beneficial strategies

were "managing non-native
species and disease" and
"managing and protecting
species". These strategies in-
clude measures such as
granting special protections
to species, and increasing
biosecurity to prevent intro-
ductions of non-native
species.

How much would it all
cost?

The United Nations' COP15
nature summit concluded in
Canada this week. Funding
for conservation projects was
a core agenda item. In
Antarctica, at least, such con-
servation is surprisingly
cheap. Our research found
implementing all strategies
together could cost as little as
USD 23 million per year until
2100 (or about USD 2 billion
in total). By comparison, the
cost to recover Australia's
threatened species is estimat-
ed at more than USD 1.2 bil-
lion per year (although this is
far more than is actually
spent). However, for the "in-
fluence external policy" strat-
egy (relating to climate
change mitigation) we includ-
ed only the cost of advocating
for policy change. We did not
include the global cost of re-
ducing carbon emissions, nor
did we balance these against
the much greater economic
costs of not acting. As
Antarctica faces increasing
pressure from climate change
and human activities, a com-
bination of regional and glob-
al conservation efforts is
needed. Spending just USD 23
million a year to preserve
Antarctica's biodiversity and
ecosystems is an absolute
bargain.

(Conservation biologist,
Queensland University of

Technology.)
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Collective effort for
ultimate success

Throughout the history of
sporting world, innumerable
teams have won the most cov-
eted trophy in respective dis-
ciplines. But have the world
ever witnessed the winning
captain hitting the bed with
the trophy as Lionel Messi
has done the unthinkable
with Jules Rimet. Leaving
aside the question whether
such a gesture poses assault
upon the dignity of the tro-
phy ; it must definitely be
asked whether Argentina has
won the World Cup solely due
to the skills of Messi. Didn't
Argentina reach the final just
because of the collective ef-
fort of the whole team includ-
ing the coach and backroom
staff. Didn't Angel Di Maria
score the only field goal for
the team (not penalty). What
about Emiliano Martinez
who might be scandalising
the game through consistent
off-field antics and vulgarity;
but as a goalkeeper, didn't he
make excellent saves both in
actual play time and finally
in the shoot-outs. Also what
about the other Argentina
players who had scored suc-
cessfully in most crucial
shoot-outs. Without their con-
tributions, could Messi suc-
ceed in laying his hands upon
the trophy (sleeping with it
being absolutely out of ques-
tion). As the Captain of the
team, it was natural that
Messi would be the first per-
son to receive the trophy. But
how can he take it to his bed-
room to sleep (and allowing
others to click it in supposed
"privacy" and publicise it) as
if he is the "sole owner" of it
unlike the Grand slam tro-
phies won by Federar-Nadal-
Djokovic brigade. Never can
an individual (however Great
or Greatest he/she might be
or even the Captain) treat
himself/herself above the
team specially when ultimate
success get attained only by
virtue of collective effort and
contribution. Last but not the
least. Would Lionel Messi
have raised his hands up and
taken sole responsibility of
failure had Argentina lost the
final or got knocked out in
earlier stages of the World
Cup.

Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

Test travellers
The detection of cases of

the highly transmissible BF.7
Omicron variant in the coun-
try should alert the govern-
ment as well as the people.
This variant is responsible
for the current Covid explo-
sion in China. The hard les-
sons learned from past Covid
waves should not be forgot-
ten. The random sampling of
India-bound international
passengers may not suffice.
All passengers coming from
China must be tested and put
under observation at least for
a week. Travel to China
should be allowed only in
very pressing cases. States
should be directed to be
ready for a renewed vaccina-
tion drive. A second booster
dose should also be encour-
aged. It is the duty of all citi-
zens to go for the necessary
vaccination and wear masks
in crowded places.

HL Sharma, Amritsar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Other species may follow if we don’t act
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Men dressed as Santa Claus along with hotel staff ride on a horsecart during Christmas celebrations, in Amritsar, Sunday, Dec. 25.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

N ine assembly elections will take place between
February and December 2023 stretching from

Telangana to Tripura. Collectively these polls will be the
last chance for opposition to test the mettle of the incum-
bent BJP before the May 2024 general elections. Any real-
istic assessment of the next national polls must begin
with the premise that the BJP is exceptionally well
placed. Make no mistake, 2024 general election campaign
began in December 1 with the commencement of India’s
year-long presidency of the group of 20. The click roll—
out of this milestone included automated text to mobile
subscribers hologram projected onto national monu-
ments, full page news advertisements and an op-ed
penned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in all the lead-
ing newspapers. The coup de grace is the lotus flower icon
just so happens to be both India’s chosen G20 logo and BJP
symbol. To be fair, Modi’s personal popularity is running
well ahead of his party’s. For example, the PM was the be-
ginning, middle and end of the recently concluded assem-
bly campaigns in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh. This
may not be enough to overcome local factors in the con-
text of an assembly campaign, such as in Himachal
Pradesh, or municipal elections as Delhi. But a leader
with a 59% net approval rating, according to Morning
Consults Global Leader tracker, is an asset for BJP fight-
ing a national election. So, what about the Opposition? In
June, 2019, election post -mortems were replete with the
woes of a fragmented, leaderless, out organized, an out-
funded Opposition. Any impartial evaluation of the
Opposition at year’s end would begin with these short-
comings. But, at long last, there are signs of creative de-
struction underway in the opposition ranks. Let’s begin
with the Congress. The Bharat Jodo Yatra, has on the sur-
face, been qualified success. Even BJP insiders are sur-
prised at the crowds, grassroots support, and compelling
photo — ops the Yatra has produced. However, one can
argue that it has been more successful in rehabilitating
Rahul Gandhi’s image than rebuilding the party’s tattered
election machine. The Yatra’s itinerary is divorced from
hard—nosed calculations of electoral politics, an admis-
sion its planners have said was by design. Yet, the
Congress is theoretically in the business of winning elec-
tions, not running a social advocacy organization. In the
meantime, the Congress’s listless Gujarat campaign has
allowed Aam Aadmi Party to establish itself as a third
force while the Congress saw its vote share drop by nearly
15 percentage points in five years. If there’s one estab-
lished empirical fact about the Congress politics over last
four decades, it is this: once the Congress falls below sec-
ond place in the state, it never rebounds. The party can
scarcely squander market share in a traditional bipolar
state since it is hard pressed to make up votes elsewhere.
Beyond the Congress, the AAP has its national ambitions
clear. With the AAP’s entry in Gujarat, in addition to its
hold on Delhi and Punjab, Arvind Kejriwal has firmly en-
tered the 2024 conversion. However, in both Gujarat and
Delhi Municipal elections, the AAP underperformed ex-
pectations. The party has decided, alternately to put on
questions of nationalism or try to outflank the BJP on the
Right. Muslims firmly rejected AAP in Gujarat.
According to Lokniti –CDSM data, Muslims in the state
strongly consolidated behind the Congress. Furthermore,
it is not clear that this strategy can even win over core
Hindu votes.

Vijaykumar H K

I t is a major concern in the country that teens are
using illegal drugs like paint fumes on a daily basis

these days. Inhalants like paint fumes are the substances
that are used to achieve a variety of different psychoactive
effects.Paint fumes pollute the environment also.Inhalant
abuse includes a wide range of household products that can
be purchased by almost anyone, such as aerosols, solvents,
cleaners, pain relievers, and paints.The most concerning of
these is Huffing Paint.The vast majority of people who con-
tinue to use inhalants like paint fumes are under the age of
eighteen, which is particularly concerning.The "huffing"
process typically entails placing the substance (e.g., paint)
in a container, such as a bag, and then rapidly breathing in
the fumes to achieve the psychoactive effects.Because these
psychoactive effects are frequently fleeting, people will con-
tinue to "huff" the fumes in order to prolong the
effects.According to the studies, younger people are more
likely to inhale products like paint fumes and paint thinner,
while older people are more likely to inhale products con-
taining nitrous oxide.According to studies, huffing has a va-
riety of effects on the body.Individuals with a history of
sniffing paint fumes performed significantly worse on
measures of motor speed, set shifting, attention, and memo-
ry, according to the findings. The results also showed that
huffing/sniffing paint fumes for a longer period of time
(i.e., those with a long-term abuse problem) was associated
with more severe impairments on these measures. This im-
plies that individuals had significant changes in their
brains as a result of this substance. According to studies,
individuals who have chronically inhaled substances such
as paint fumes and paint thinners have brain damage in a
number of areas.Because the effects of sniffing paint fade
quickly, some people begin to "huff" repeatedly for long peri-
ods of time in order to prolong the psychoactive effects.
This is a potentially hazardous practise. Some people who
are otherwise healthy but sniff paint and other inhalants
for long periods of time can develop a syndrome known as
sudden sniffing death syndrome. This can happen even to
people who do not regularly use inhalants. Death is usually
caused by an overdose of the chemicals in paint fumes,
which causes cardiac failure.Individuals who huff on a reg-
ular basis are at risk of developing a formal substance use
disorder. Individuals develop tolerance to inhalants, crav-
ings for them, and may develop a formal withdrawal syn-
drome as a result of continued misuse of inhalants such as
paint fumes, so our centre regime should ban paints that
emits harmful fumes.

Paints which emits harmful
fumes has to be banned

Modi blew the whistle for Lok
Sabha poll with G20 Presidency

Antarctica’s emperor penguins 
could be extinct by 2100

James Rawlings 

W hy doesn't the rain-
bow have colours

like black, brown and grey in
it? Ivy, aged four, Kent, UK.
Many of us have seen rain-
bows in the sky once the sun
starts shining again after a
spell of rain. For us to see a
rainbow, the conditions need
to be just right. We need
some water droplets in the
air like rain or even fog and
we need the Sun to be behind
us and quite low to the
ground. This is because a
rainbow is created by light
passing through water
droplets. The light that
comes from the sun seems
white to us. But the white
light we see in everyday life
is actually made up of a mix
of different colours. When

the light goes through a rain-
drop, these colours can sepa-
rate out.

Waves of light
You wouldn't know it to

look at it, but light travels in
waves, like waves moving
across the ocean. Each of the
colours in the rainbow have
what we call a different
"wavelength". This means
that the distance between
the tops of the wave is a dif-
ferent length for each colour.
The colours, from violet with
the shortest wavelength to
red with the longest, are
called the "visible spec-
trum". Raindrops look more
like little balls than the
teardrop shapes we often
draw. When light hits one
one of these little balls of
water, the light can change
direction. We call this "re-

fraction".
Each of the different wave-

lengths is refracted by a
slightly different amount. If
the light hits the raindrop at
the right angle, the refrac-
tion separates the wave-
lengths out into their differ-
ent colours. As lots of light is
refracted through lots of
raindrops, we see these
colours as a rainbow in the
sky. The order the colours
come in is set by how long
their wavelength is. When
we learn about the rainbow,
we are taught that there are
seven colours: red, orange,
yellow, green, blue, indigo
and violet. But this isn't
strictly true.

Colours in the rainbow
The different colours

blend into each other, and it
is difficult to tell where one

colour ends and another be-
gins. There are other colours
in between them, where they
mix like turquoise between
blue and green. Blue and
green are next to each other
in the colour spectrum,
which is why we can see
turquoise where they blend
into each other. Some
colours, though, are mixes of
colours that aren't next to
each other in the spectrum.

Brown, for instance, is a
mix of red and green. But
the red and green bands in
the rainbow aren't next to
each other, so we don't see
them mix to make brown.
The same is the case for
many other colours that are
mixtures - if the colour
bands in the rainbow don't
overlap then they can't mix.

But there are two colours

we would never see in a rain-
bow - black and white. Black
is the absence of colour it's
what's we see when there's
no light at all. On the other
hand, white is a combination
of all the colours together.
When light is refracted by
raindrops it separates the
white light out into the visi-
ble spectrum, meaning it is
no longer white. Grey is a
mix of black and white, and
as we can't ever see black
and white in a rainbow, we
also can't see colours made
by mixing them. Next time
you see a rainbow, look out
for how many colours you
can spot in it and the colours
that you can't see.

Hourly Paid Lecturer in
Physics, Nottingham

Trent University

Why doesn’t the rainbow have black, brown and grey in it?
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BRIEF

Garuda Aerospace
receives 

Chennai: Drone man-
ufacturer Garuda
Aerospace has re-
ceived the Type
Certification and
RPTO (Remote Pilot
Training
Organisation) ap-
provals from the
Director General of
Civil Aviation for the
indigenously designed
kisan drones, the com-
pany said on Sunday.
DGCA Type certifica-
tion is provided on the
basis of the quality
check and is issued
after a rigorous testing
process of the un-
manned aerial vehicles.

NCLAT
New Delhi: The
NCLAT has set aside
an order passed by
fair trade regulator
Competition
Commission of India
(CCI) with respect to
DLF and directed it to
examine the matter.
The case pertains to
CCI rejecting a com-
plaint against DLF
and its subsidiary for
alleged abuse of the
dominant position on
the basis of a sec-
ond/supplementary
report from DG.

DPIIT 
New Delhi: The
Department for
Promotion of
Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) has
sought views of 16 de-
partments and min-
istries on its draft na-
tional retail trade poli-
cy, which is aimed at
overall development
of all formats of the
sector, an official said.
After getting com-
ments of all the de-
partments and min-
istries, DPIIT would
seek approval of the
Union Cabinet 
on the policy, the offi-
cial added.

Piramal Realty 
New Delhi: Piramal
Realty is targeting
about Rs 2,200 crore
sales bookings this fis-
cal, up over 40 per cent
year-on-year, on strong
housing demand, its
CEO Gaurav Sawhney
said. Founded in 2012,
Piramal Realty is the
real estate develop-
ment arm of business
conglomerate Piramal
Group. It is one of the
leading developers
with 15 million square
feet of residential and
commercial space
under development in
the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR).

Kannan Jubilee
Coffee

Coimbatore: Kannan
Jubilee Coffee
Company will be ex-
panding its retail out-
lets to 140 over the next
three years from the
present 70 in southern
parts of India and also
in United States, a top
official from the firm
said on Saturday.
Looking to open out-
lets in Delhi, Mumbai
and Kolkata, the
Coimbatore-based
company would re-
quire approximately
Rs 40 crore to Rs 50
crore for which it may
opt for joint ventures
and franchisees, com-
pany partner J
Shankar Krishnan
told reporters here.
The firm which pro-
duces Kannan Kaapi, a
popular coffee brand,
also launched 16 new
products including in-
stant coffee powder,
coffee decoction and
different flavours of
pickles and ready-mix
products for Tamil
Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Kerala,
Krishnan said.

LNG DRIVEN FERRY

German Minister of Economics and Climate Protection Robert Habeck stands in front of a Liquefied
Natural Gas (LNG) driven ferry in the shipyard of Flensburg Shipbuilding Company (Flensburger
Schiffbau-Gesellschaft, FSG) in Flensburg, northern Germany, on December 25.

Chennai, Dec 25 (PTI):

India is recognised as
the pharmacy of the
world as the country pro-
duces global standard
medicine at affordable
cost, Union Finance and
Corporate Affairs
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said.

India supplies about 50
per cent of all of Africa’s
demand for generic medi-
cine, 40 per cent of USA’s
need for generic medicine
and 25 per cent of the UK’s
requirement of all medi-
cines, she said at the 35th
annual convocation of
The Tamil Nadu Dr MGR
Medical University here.

Besides, she said India
produces about 60 per cent
of global vaccines and 70
per cent of the World
Health Organisation’s

vaccines for essential im-
munisation schemes.

Talking about the
COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gramme undertaken by
India, she said, “The
Centre, along with state
governments, executed
vaccination at a rapid
pace that by the time
Omicron variant of Covid
attacked us, we were pre-
pared to face it... India
could stand up to face the
challenge because of the

preparedness of a demo-
cratically-elected govern-
ment.” Many countries in
the world, including
China, which had ob-
tained WHO approval for
COVID vaccines much
earlier than India, are see-
ing resurgence of the pan-
demic, the Union minister
said, adding that India,
however, obtained WHO
approval much later after
repeated trials and scruti-
ny. With regard to medical
tourism, she said, it is esti-
mated to be around USD 9
billion which makes it
stand at 10th position in
the Global Medical
Tourism Index.

Approximately two mil-
lion patients visit India
each year from 78 coun-
tries for medical, wellness
and IVF treatments,
Sitharaman said.

India recognised as 
pharmacy of the world: FM

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

The country’s largest
insurer LIC may take a
call on composite licence
clause after the passage
of Insurance Laws
(Amendment) Bill in
Parliament, sources said.

As per the proposed
Bill, an applicant may
apply for registration of
one or more classes/sub-
classes of insurance busi-
ness of any category or
type of insurer.

However, reinsurers
are prohibited from seek-
ing registration of any
other class of insurance
business. A composite li-
cence will allow insurers
to undertake general and
health insurance via a
single entity. Sources said
LIC would take a call on
composite licence and

other issues emanating
out of passage of the Bill
in a comprehensive man-
ner taking into consider-
ation Life Insurance
Corporation Act, 1956.

The Bill, with proposed
amendments to the
Insurance Act 1938 and
Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority Act, 1999, is ex-
pected to be tabled in
Parliament in the upcom-
ing Budget session start-
ing next month, sources
said.

If the proposal for com-
posite insurance registra-
tion is passed, there
would be change in sol-
vency margin and capital
requirement for these
companies. The proposed
amendments suggest that
the minimum paid up
capital be specified by the

Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) considering the
size and scale of opera-
tions, class or sub-class of
insurance business and
the category or type of in-
surer. Currently, solvency
ratio is pegged at 150 per
cent while paid up capital
is Rs 100 crore as per the
existing law.

The finance ministry
has recently circulated
for wider consultation
the amendment in insur-
ance law, including re-
duction in minimum cap-
ital requirement, with a
view to enhancing insur-
ance penetration, im-
prove0 efficiency, and en-
able product innovation
and diversification.
Insurance penetration in
India during 2021-22 was

4.2 per cent, remaining
same as in 2020-21.
Insurance density in
India increased from
USD 78 in 2020-21 to USD
91 in 2021-22. The level of
insurance density has re-
ported consistent in-
crease from USD 11.5 in
2001-02 to USD 64.4 in the
year 2010-11.

The proposed amend-
ments primarily focus on
enhancing the promoting
policyholders’ interests,
improving returns to the
policyholders, facilitat-
ing entry of more players
in insurance market lead-
ing to economic growth
and employment genera-
tion, enhancing efficien-
cies of the insurance in-
dustry - operational as
well as financial and en-
abling ease of doing busi-
ness.

LIC may look at composite 
licence after passage of Insurance Laws

Mumbai, Dec 25: End
your year on a high note
with Croma’s Festival of
Dreams, New Year sale.
Croma, India’s first and
trusted omnichannel elec-
tronics retailer from the
Tata Group, has rolled out
exciting offers on the de-
sired gadgets and appli-
ances across range of prod-
uct categories, including
laptops, mobile phones,
home appliances, TVs, and
more to make the shopping
dreams of its customers
come true. The sale is live in
stores and on Croma.com
through January 2, 2023,
best describes the holiday
season. Christmas & New
Year are the most celebrat-
ed occasions for all that
spells happiness. From
playing ‘Secret Santa’ to
buying a long-cherished gift
for loved ones – all the holi-
day desires of the valued

customers are taken care of
by the massive range of dis-
counts Croma is offering. In
addition, Croma is also in-
troducing three bands, Red -
offering 10% off, Green - of-
fering 5%, and White - offer-
ing 3% off for in-store pur-
chases to lucky draw win-
ners. The lucky draw bands
redeemable only in stores
in two phases, from
December 23 to December
25, and from December 31 to
January 1, 2023. Croma has
pulled in a plethora of of-
fers to mark the end of the
year with a bang. For the
ones looking to buy or gift a
smart phone to the loved
ones, not only 5G smart-
phones are starting at INR
12,999, but also an added bo-
nanza awaits as Croma is
offering a Smartwatch
worth ?4,999 Free on select
brands. For the gaming
nerds looking for an up-

grade, the 12th Generation
Intel(R) Gaming Laptops
are starting at just INR
54,990, while for the ones
looking for a budget laptop,
the Intel (R) Core(TM) i3
starts at INR 34990. Croma
is all set to assist the cus-
tomers in revamping their
homes with carefully curat-
ed season offerings at in-
credible prices on refrigera-
tors, washing machines,
smartphones, earphones,
televisions, home appli-
ances, and many more.
With 4K UHD TVs starting
at a monthly EMI of just
INR 990, LG OLED TVs
starting at just Rs 2990 per
month, fully automatic
washing machines starting
at INR 20,990, and side-by-
side 1.5-ton 3 Star Inverter
Split AC at just INR 34,990, a
complete home shopping
experience awaits the cus-
tomers.

Croma rolls out end-of-the-year
‘Festival of Dreams’ campaign 

Kolkata, Dec 25 (PTI):

India requires a corpo-
rate mandate on Research
& Development similar to
CSR to promote a technol-
ogy innovation culture
which will help build criti-
cal technologies here in
the country, Zoho
Corporation’s founder
Sridhar Vembu said.

The Padma Shree
awardee and CEO of the
country’s first billion-dol-
lar IT product company
said the country lacks a
culture of its own R&D
and pointed out that mere-
ly having manufacturing
facilities of global tech
product companies like
Apple will not bring “high
income jobs” for people at
large in India.

“A corporate mandate to
spend one or two per cent
on R&D is needed for India
like the two per cent CSR

(corporate social responsi-
bility) mandate. It is a high
potential investment,”
Vembu stated in a brief in-
terview with PTI.

He was in the city re-
cently to deliver his lec-
ture on ‘Transforming the
Indian Economy’ organ-
ised by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce
and Swadeshi Research
Institute. The government

has expanded the scope of
CSR to R&D but the coun-
try currently does not
have any dedicated re-
search mandate for corpo-
rates. Asked about India’s
success in receiving
Apple’s investment to
manufacture in India,
Vembu compared the situ-
ation with Mexico where
there are factories for US
companies but they don’t
have much value addition.

“We (India) have to
know what is a long-term
model for us,” he asked.

“We need those factories
but we also need the R&D,
to ‘own the technologies’
because we need to have
high income jobs to come
here (India). Then the in-
come will spread through
the economy. Mere facto-
ries without intellectual
properties will have limit-
ed benefit on the econo-
my,” Vembu said.

India needs corporate mandate 
on R&D: Zoho CEO Sridhar Vembu

Zoho CEO Sridhar Vembu

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

Riding on the back of a
26 per cent surge in tax col-
lections, the government
is set to unveil the next set
of reforms in tax adminis-
tration by pruning the
number of forms available
for filing Income Tax
Return (ITR) to improve
taxpayers’ experience and
reduce the time taken to
file returns.

Both direct and indirect
tax collections have been
buoyant in 2022 in clear in-
dication of revival of the
economy after the pan-
demic and also as a result
of government efforts to
plug tax leakages.

Going forward, as it
seeks to tighten the noose
around evaders, the gov-
ernment may also look at
stricter tax deduction
norms for e-commerce and
online service providers,

besides online gaming.
Taxation of the digital

economy, ensuring devel-
oping countries get their
fair share of taxes and
global coordination for
taxation of cryptocurren-
cies would be one of the
priority areas as India is
all set to host the leaders of
G-20 countries next year.

Rationalisation of long-
term capital gains tax
structure is also expected
to bring parity in holding
period between similar
asset classes. Currently,
shares held for more than
one year attract a 10 per
cent tax on long-term capi-
tal gains. Gains arising
from sale of immovable
property and unlisted
shares held for more than
2 years and debt instru-
ments and jewellery held
for over 3 years attract 20
per cent long term-capital
gains tax.

Buoyant tax collections
cushion Govt on fiscal front

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2255  ((PPTTII))::

The Board of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) is
being revamped by merging two
directorships into one and creat-
ing a new position of director for
corporate affairs in an attempt
to breathe fresh life into the
state-owned behemoth that is
increasingly looking beyond oil
and gas, sources said. ONGC
Board presently has six directors
for exploration, onshore opera-
tions, offshore operations,
finance, human resources and
technical and field services. It
used to be headed by a chairman
and managing director.

The government earlier this
month appointed Arun Kumar
Singh, who had recently retired
as head of oil refining and fuel
marketing company BPCL, as
the chairman of ONGC but not as
its managing director. While this
is the first instance of a 60-year-
old retired person being
appointed as the head of a
bluechip state-owned firm, the
government also initiated a

board revamp. A post of Director
(Production) has been created
after merging Director
(Onshore), who is in charge of
all oil and gas fields located on
land, and Director (Offshore)
who looks after all offshore
assets such as the prime
Mumbai High fields, two sources
aware of the matter said. A new
position of Director (Strategy &
Corporate Affairs) has also been
created.

The post of Director
(Production) will come into
effect from March 1, 2023 after
Director (Onshore) Anurag
Sharma superannuates on
February 28, 2023. The job is
likely to go to Pankaj Kumar,
Director (Offshore).

The new Director (Strategy &
Corporate Affairs) is likely to
look after information technolo-
gy, communication services,
safety, occupational health,
environment, business develop-
ment, joint ventures and market-
ing after a rejig of workforce
between the different functions
happens, the sources said.

ONGC board revamp on lines
of McKinsey suggestions

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

Assocham president
Sumant Sinha has called
for bringing down interest
rates for the industry, espe-
cially for the domestic re-
newables sector, which is
seeing high rates of 8-10
per cent compared to 3-4
per cent in the western
markets.

On his expectations
from the government for
the domestic power and re-
newable energy sectors in
the upcoming budget,
Sinha said interest rates
should be brought down
for the rate-sensitive sec-
tor.

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to present the
budget on February 1.

“Bring down the inter-
est rates because ours is a
very interest rate-centric

sector. ...it is high com-
pared to what you pay in
other parts of the world. In
India, the rate is in the
range of 8 per cent to 9.5
per cent for the industry
and (specifically) in power
and renewables (sectors) it
is 8-10 per cent,” Sinha,
who is also the Chairman
of ReNew Power told PTI
in an interview.

“In the western world,
rates are 3 to 4 per cent.”

Sinha said every 1 per-
centage point increase in
the interest rate has an im-
pact of about 15 paise on
the tariff of power. So, if
borrowing is cheaper, the
industry could provide
cheaper power to the buy-
ers, which will have a mul-
tiplier effect down the
chain.

Singh also suggested
that the allocation for PLI
for solar module manufac-
turing can be increased
from Rs 19,500 crore in the
Budget for FY2022-23.

“In our sector what we
would like to see happen-
ing is (announcement of)
the green hydrogen policy,
with some degree of subsi-
dization for manufactur-
ing of hydrogen if we have
to compete at the global
level.

Bring down interest rates for renewable
power: Assocham president Sumant Sinha

Assocham president
Sumant Sinha

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

With increasing conges-
tion across cities in India,
Maruti Suzuki India ex-
pects sales of its vehicles
with auto gear shift to pick
up further next year, ac-
cording to company
Senior Executive Officer,
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava.

The company had intro-
duced the auto gear shift
(AGS) technology that re-
lieves drivers from manu-
ally changing gears using
the clutch, for the first
time in 2013-14 on its
hatchback Celerio. It has
cumulatively sold 7.74
lakh units of such vehicles
across its portfolio so far.

“After we introduced
AGS, slowly we have ex-
panded it in so many of
our models. We do believe
that with increased con-
gestion, especially in

urban areas, AGS is a fur-
ther addition to the ease of
driving. So we believe
technology will pick up
even further,” Srivastava
told PTI.

The company has nine
models — Celerio, Alto
K10, WagonR, Dzire, Ignis,
Swift, Brezza, S-Presso
and Baleno — which come
with the AGS option.

In terms of AGS pene-
tration, he said, “It varies

between 12 per cent to 23
per cent across the mod-
els” and the volume
among individual models
also “varies because of dif-
ferent times of introduc-
tion”.

Celerio has clocked cu-
mulative sales of 2 lakh
units of AGS, followed by
WagonR at 1.39 lakh units,
Swift 1.24 lakh units, Dzire
1.01 lakh units, Alto K10
68,000 units, Ignis 49,000
units, Brezza 39,000 units,
S-Presso 37,000 units and
Baleno 20,000 units.

On the increasing ac-
ceptance of the AGS tech-
nology, Srivastava said it is
mainly due to the afford-
ability factor. He cited the
example of entry-level
SUVs where the price dif-
ference between a normal
transmission and AGS, is
just about Rs 50,000 result-
ing in AGS penetration of
around 19 per cent.

Maruti Suzuki expects sales of vehicles
with auto gear shift to accelerate

Maruti Suzuki  India
Senior Executive Officer,

Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava.

FPIs invest 
Rs 11,557 cr in
equities in Dec

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  2255  ((PPTTII))::
Foreign investors have infused
a net Rs 11,557 crore in Indian
equities in December so far
despite a market correction
and increasing concerns over
re-emergence of COVID in
China and some other parts of
the world.

Going ahead, macro data
from the US and COVID news
will drive FPI flows and the
markets in the near term, said
V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

According to data with the
depositories, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) invested a net
sum of Rs 11,557 crore in equi-
ties during December 1-23.
This comes following a net
investment of over Rs 36,200
crore in November primarily
due to weakening of the US
dollar index and positivity
about overall macroeconomic
trends.

K
arisma Kapoor recre-
ated the iconic song
'Kajra Mohabbat

Waala' originally picturised
on her mother and veteran
actress Babita along with
yesteryear's Bollywood star
Biswajit from the 1968 film
'Kismat'. The track was spe-
cial in many aspects includ-
ing Biswajit becoming the
first hero of that era who
dressed as a woman for the

song. The hit number was
sung by Shamshad Begum
and Asha Bhosle. Karisma
is known for giving several
hits including 'Jigar',
'Anari', 'Coolie No.1', 'Jeet',
among others. She became a
star with her roles in
movies such as 'Raja
Hindustani' and 'Dil To
Paagal Hai'. Karisma won
the best actress award for

'Fiza'. The 48-year-old ac-
tress appeared on the
singing reality show and en-
joyed listening to the per-
formances by the Top 10
young talents including
Aarohi, Atharva,
Dnyaneshwari, Palakshi,
Harsh, Rafa, Prajyot,
Devika, Atanu, and Jetshen
on the tracks from the 60s
era.

D
irector-producer Aanand L. Rai and his team are
celebrating the first anniversary of his streaming
movie 'Atrangi Re'. The film featured Akshay

Kumar as the lead along with Sara Ali Khan and
Dhanush, and told the story of a girl who becomes men-
tally ill after suffering a childhood trauma.

Taking to his Instagram, the director shared pictures
of himself with Akshay Kumar. Sara Ali Khan and
Dhanush. He wrote in the caption, "Some memories are
unforgettable, remaining ever vivid and heartwarming."

Akshay played the role of an imaginary magician
named Sajjad. Sara also took to her social media to share
some BTS clips and fond memories from the sets of
'Atrangi Re'. She also penned down a heartfelt note,
thanking the team, director Aanand L. Rai, choreogra-
pher Vijay Ganguly and her co-stars. In the caption, she
wrote: "A year ago, today, I shared Rinku Suryavanshi
with all of you. Can't believe how time has flown. It feels
like just yesterday that @aanandlrai sir was making me
swing soda bottles in Bihar and @vijayganguly was
trying to teach me 'heroine wali ada' in Madurai."She
added in her caption, "I wish I could just go back and
do all those 2 hour drives on the outskirts of UP-
Bihar, late nights baarish shoots in Varanasi, sun-
rise drives in Delhi with sir, long steady cam
shots with sprints and thumkas, and of course
the idlis and sambar that @dhanushkraja
would feed us and the sarson ka saag that
@akshaykumar sir got us all.

"Seema Ji I so miss being beaten by chap-
pals by you because every moment after
that you've just been so loving, helpful
and giving to me. Missing @aanandl-
rai and his laad-pyaar a lot today."

'Atrangi Re' released on Disney+
Hotstar on December 24, 2021,
and received a positive re-
sponse overall, although
many netizens objected to
the portrayal of mental
health in the film.

ACROSS

1. Performs onstage

5. Group of three

9. ____ metal

14. Burglar's booty

15. Rip apart

16. Barton or Bow

17. Excessive pride

19. Modernize

20. Spanish girl

21. President Ronald ____

22. Party

23. Yard covering

24. Bowling lane

27. Diving bird

29. Discount event

33. Foot part

34. Practical joke

35. Continually

36. Adoration

38. Supported

40. Loud noise

41. On a cruise

42. Orange drink

43. ____ had it!

44. Clairvoyant person

45. Fair (hyph.)

47. Surrendered

49. Wild animal's home

51. Canvass

53. Like Swiss mountains

56. Redoes the kitchen

60. ____ mignon

61. Reckless one

62. Entertain

63. Modern Persia

64. Go up

65. Takes it easy

66. Disarray

67. Cabbage salad

DOWN

1. Woe is me!

2. Apple part

3. Shredded

4. Curly or Moe

5. Forest path

6. Leased apartment

7. Machu Picchu dweller

8. Poetic work

9. Metal fastener

10. Scouring powder

11. Chimed

12. Region

13. Hock

18. Dull color

21. Scope

23. Borrowed money

24. Motorist's aid

25. Slack

26. Embankment

28. Monstrous giants

30. Elude

31. Take off

32. Was mistaken

37. Most ahead of time

38. Count ____ of jazz

39. Smell

46. Musical dramas

47. Oaf

48. Church leaders

50. Poker stakes

52. Foretelling signs

53. Not nearby

54. Shade of green

55. Asset

56. Infrequent

57. Corrupt

58. ____ Kudrow of "Friends"

59. Large quantity

61. Faintly lit
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Sara Ali Khan 

pens heartfelt 

note on ‘Atrangi Re’

first anniversary
A

nupama Chopra brought
these exceptional talents
together to discuss the

year that was, break down scenes
from their films and name per-
formances from the year that
made them jealous.

Rishab Shetty on life after
Kantara said, “Nothing has
changed for me after Kantara
and it will not. It will always stay
the same. Whenever I start work-
ing on my next film, I will start it

exactly how I did Kantara. I
have always believed in start-

ing from scratch. I only
bring the idea of success to

my heart but do not let it
go to my mind.”

Janhvi Kapoor
spoke about how so-

cial media presence
cannot be confused

for stardom. She
said, “If all 21

million of my
I n s t a g r a m
f o l l o w e r s

came and
watched Mili
it would’ve

been a huge hit. So as actors
today if you have a social media
presence then that makes you an
influencer and an actor. And
being an influencer might make
your stardom more accessible."

Vidya Balan spoke in favour of

women-led films. The Jalsa actor
said, “We’ve worked so hard as
women to have a certain stand-
ing today where we are headlin-
ing more films so I love how post-
pandemic because the men’s
films aren’t working they turn

around and say that the women’s
films are not going to work all the
more. How ridiculous. What
about Gangubai Kathiawadi? It
did better than most male hero-
driven films.”

Ayushmann Khurrana dis-
cussed a scene from his film that
really terrified him. “In 'An
Action Hero', when I had just re-
covered from COVID, the doctor
told me not to exert myself too
much and I had to run the first 5
days. It was my first action film
and there was this hunger to just
do something very different and
out of my skin.”

Dulquer Salmaan and
Rajkummar Rao addressed the
changing nature of stardom.

Dulquer said, “I am not chas-
ing superstardom. I want to just
really try and find films that ei-
ther challenge me as an actor or
it's a film that I want to watch.”

While Rajkummar Rao said,
“When a good film doesn't work,
it really hurts. When a bad film
works, it also hurts a little bit. So
I just hope we make good films
and they do good work.”

Pan-Indian actors came together for 
‘The Film Companion Actors’ Adda 2022’

N
ew Year par hoga
dhamaal as Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s prestigious
singing reality show,
‘Indian Idol – Season 13’
will be celebrating its
grand ‘Success Party on
1st January 2023 from 8:00
PM to 11:00 PM!’ Making
the ‘mausam musicana,’
hamare contestants ka
saath nibhaane aayegi
desh bhar ki jaani maani
hastiyaan! Celebrating the
show's success in the new
year, the special episode
will not only see the Top 10
contestants; Rishi Singh,
Vineet Singh, Navdeep
Wadali, Shivam Singh,
Chirag Kotwal, Sonakshi
Kar, Bidipta Chakraborty,
Senjuti Das, Debosmita
Roy and Kavya Limaye set
the tone for the grand
event but adding on to the
entertainment and laugh-

ter quotient will be the
who’s who from the music
and entertainment indus-
try! Not only this but join-
ing host Aditya Narayan
will be Haarsh
Limbachiyaa and together,
the dynamic duo will be

seen adding chaar-chand
to the show.

On this special day, view-
ers will witness some of
the legendary and
renowned names from the
industry like Jeet Ganguly,
Mahalakshmi Iyer, Ash

King, RJ Malishka,
Dhvani Bhanushali, Rahul
Vaidya, Divyansh &
Manuraj, Pawandeep
Rajan, Sreerama Chandra,
Kunal Rawal and
Abhimanyu Dasani.
There’s more! Adding
comic relief to the event
will be comedy masters;
Gaurav Dubey, Kettan
Singh and Nitesh Shetty
who will surely leave
everyone in splits.

Setting an extraordi-
nary climax to the ‘Success
Party’ will be, ‘Mumbai Ki
Rani’ RJ Malishka who
will be seen engaging the
judges, Vishal Dadlani and
Himesh Reshammiya and
host Aditya Narayan into
an intriguing segment of
‘Sach Ka Sammna.’ It will
be interesting to witness
the judges and host spill
the beans that is less talked
about!

‘Indian Idol – Season 13’ invites to its grand ‘Success Party’

Bollywood couple Riteish
Deshmukh and Genelia

D'Souza recalled their initial
years of relationship and how
they have preserved the gifts
that they exchanged back then.
Riteish and Genelia met on the
sets of their 2002 film 'Tujhe
Meri Kasam'. They dated for
almost 9 years before tying the
knot on February 3, 2012. While
talking about the first gift they
gave to each other, Riteish
said: "She still has that gift. I
gave her a rose, which she
cherished inside a book. It's
been 20 years and we still have
it." He added: "When we were
dating there was no such thing
as video call and calls and mes-
sages during outdoor shoots
would be very expensive. I was
in New York for 30 days and

she was doing most of the
films in the south, so we decid-
ed to write letters to each
other every day. So when we
met after 30 days, we
exchanged all the 30 letters
and would read what hap-
pened to us in those 30 days."
Genelia added: "We still have
those letters." While recalling
a wedding sequence from his
film 'Masti', Riteish said:
"There was a wedding
sequence where we both were
dressed up as bride and
groom, so we went to the vani-
ty and clicked a few pictures
as we did not know if we
would ever get married in real
life. I still remember the time
when I put a mangalsutra
around Genelia's neck, it felt
like a fairytale."

Letters, roses, romance:
When Riteish and

Genelia were dating

T
V star Rupali
Ganguly of
'Anupamaa' fame

shared a video of her
dancing to the tune of
'Jingle Bells'.

With her curled hair,
Christmas cap, and red
top, the actress made
her fans go gaga with
her dance moves. She
was seen enjoying the
music and ringing in the
yuletide spirit with full

gusto. The 45-year-old
actress wrote in the cap-
tion: "Time of the year
to go lil extra dancing,
as the Santa comes with
his bag full of joy and
makes us happier!!
Merry Merry
Christmas.."

After her post, many
of her fans admired her
dance moves and shared
their best wishes. One of
her fans commented:

"Rupali Santa looks too
cute" Another fan reiter-
ated: "Looking so cute..."

Rupali is known for
her TV shows such as
'Sarabhai vs Sarabhai',
'Baa Bahoo Aur Baby',
'Parvarrish – Kuchh
Khattee Kuchh Meethi',
'Sanjivani', and many
more. She has become a
household name with
her titular role in the
show 'Anupamaa'.

Rupali Ganguly spreads X’mas cheer
with her dance moves

Karisma recreates iconic
‘Kajra Mohabbat Wala’
song with Bharti Singh

During Christmas week, &TV viewers
will get to witness the high-voltage

drama in Doosri Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai. About
the Christmas celebration in &TV show
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, Daroga Happu
Singh shares, “The kids want to embark
on a trip during their Christmas vacation.
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak) and Katori Amma
(Himani Shivpuri) vote on the destination,
with Rajesh suggesting Manali and Katori
Amma preferring Jabalpur. Daroga
Happu Singh (Yogesh Tripathi) supports
Rajesh, and the two decide to visit Manali.
Upset and angry with the decision, Katori
Amma wishes for a landslide in Manali.
Everyone boards Sanjay Choudhary's car
for the journey. On their way, they hear on
the radio that a landslide has occurred in
Manali, closing the road. Everyone re-

turns home. The children express their de-
sire to see snow to Katori Amma, who re-
sponds, ‘Mera bass chale... yahi Kanpur
mein barf gira doon’, and it soon begins to
snow. Rajesh and Bimlesh (Sapna
Sikarwar) notice that everything Katori
Amma says come true.”

&TV viewers to witness the high-voltage drama
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YEARENDER

Mirpur, Dec 25 (PTI):

A dogged 71-run stand
between Shreyas Iyer and
R Ashwin came to India's
rescue as the visitors
fought back from a hope-
less situation to pull off a
three-wicket win over
Bangladesh in the second
Test and clinch the series
2-0 here on Sunday.
With India at 74 for
seven chasing
1 4 5 ,
Bangladesh
were on
course for their
first ever Test win
against their for-
midable neighbours
before Iyer (29 not out off
46) and Aswhin (42 not out
off 62) denied them with an
unbeaten 71-run stand off
105 balls.

Off-spinner Mehidy
Hazan Miraz (5/63)
gave his all on way to a
five wicket haul but it
did not prove to be
enough. The come-from-
behind win meant India
wrapped up the series 2-0
to strengthen their
chances of a second
straight final appearance
in the World Test
Championship.

Bangladesh spinners
were all over the Indians
after the start of play on
Sunday. Resuming the in-
nings at 45 for four, India
lost Jaydev Unadkat (13) in
the second over of the day.

After slog sweeping
Miraz for a six, Unadkat
was caught plumb in front
of the stumps with a slider
from Shakib Al Hasan.
Unadkat took the review in
desperation but ended up
wasting it.

India's crisis man
Rishabh Pant walked into
the middle and tried to put
the pressure back on the
opposition with his count-

er attacking approach. The
southpaw had changed the
course of the first innings
with his 93 but fell for nine
on this occasion with
Miraz trapping him leg be-
fore. It became 74 for seven
when a well set Axar Patel
(34) became Miraz's fifth
wicket. It was the

straighter one again that
thud into his pads before
clipping the leg stump.

India were staring at
their maiden defeat
against Bangladesh before
Iyer and Ashwin provided
a ray of hope with a gritty
stand. The duo was happy
to preserve their wicket

initially before Iyer
changed the momentum
with back-to-back bound-
aries off Shakib in the 41st
over. Miraz offered a loose
ball in the following over
and Iyer was quick to make
room and punch it through
cover for another bound-
ary.

Bangladesh resorted to
pace in their bid to break
the stand but the plan did

not work. Ashwin, who
was dropped at short leg on
one, collected a couple of
boundaries off right arm
seamer Khaled Ahmed to
bring the target down to
just 26 runs.

Miraz was brought into
the attack as the last throw
of dice but Aswhin pulled
him for a six before back-
to-back boundaries, sealing
the win for the visitors.

Karachi, Dec 25 (AP):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam is focusing on turn-
ing around his team's for-
tunes in the upcoming
two-test series against
New Zealand rather than
getting distracted by the
sudden shakeup of the
Pakistan Cricket Board
setup.

Former PCB chairman
Najam Sethi returned to
lead the new 14-member
management committee of
the board after the govern-
ment removed Ramiz Raja
and also repealed the
body's constitution in the
aftermath of Pakistan's 3-0
loss to England in a test se-
ries last week.

Shahid Afridi was
named interim chief selec-
tor and the flamboyant for-
mer Pakistan captain im-
mediately beefed up the 16-
member squad for the test

series against the New
Zealand by adding three
more bowlers. "Things
have changed in the past
two, three days and there
have been changes, but as
a professional you have to
face such things," Babar
said Sunday on the eve of
the first test. "Our job is to
put effort on the ground
and our full focus is on
how to win the match, how

to take a good start in the
series and how to do well
in all the three depart-
ments of the game."

England's aggressive
style of play, dubbed
"Bazball" after coach
Brendon McCullum, re-
sulted in Pakistan getting
whitewashed at home for
the first time in a series
featuring three or more
games.

Ashwin, Iyer script dramatic 
come-from-behind win for India 

India's Shreyas Iyer (R) and Ravichandran Ashwin run between
the wickets during the fourth day of the second cricket Test match
between Bangladesh and India at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Cricket Stadium in Dhaka on December 25.

Dubai, Dec 25 (PTI):

India's 2-0 series sweep
over Bangladesh in
Mirpur on Sunday con-
solidated their position at

the number two
spot behind lead-
ers Australia in
the ICC World

Test Championship
standings. The se-

ries win brightened
India's hope for a back-to-
back WTC final appear-
ance. Chasing 145, India
were in real trouble at 74
for 7 but Ravichandran
Ashwin (42 not out ) and

Shreyas Iyer (29 not out)
held fort and stitched
unbeaten 71 runs for the
eighth-wicket to pull off
a three-wicket win on the

fourth day of the second
and final Test. This
helped India consolidate
their position behind
Australia with 58.92 per
cent of possible points
with a crucial home se-
ries against Australia
(four Tests) due in
February-March next
year.

India need to produce
some good results during
their series against pace-
setters Australia if they

are to make it to back-to-
back appearances in the
WTC final.

Australia are in the box
seat to qualify for their
first WTC final, with the
Pat Cummins' side cur-
rently holding a healthy
lead at the top of the
standings with 76.92 per
cent of possible points.
Fresh from their six-
wicket win over South
Africa, Australia have
two more matches at
home against the Proteas
in Melbourne and
Sydney. Four Tests in
India for the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy in
February and March next
year will be Australia's
final assignment in this
period, but they also have
the chance to seal their
place in the ongoing
home series. India took
the second place after
Dean Elgar side's loss but
the Proteas can still have
an opportunity to reclaim
their place inside the top
two by bouncing back in
the ongoing series in
Australia. South Africa
do have the luxury of two
matches at home against
the West Indies in
February and March.

India consolidate position at No 2,
remain in hunt for WTC final

Babar looking past PCB
changes, focusing on NZ

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI):

India's batting approach in the
two Tests against Bangladesh
was a far cry from the aggres-
sion promised by KL Rahul and
the buck stops at the stand-in
captain's doorstep after a close
shave in the Mirpur game which
could have gone the home
team's way.
The Indian bowlers did get the
40 wickets on expected lines
but their propensity to let the
opposition tail wag nearly cost
them the second Test which
was won by four wickets.
The day four surface was chal-
lenging but knocking off 145
should still have been a
straightforward job for India.
Instead, they chose to employ
ultra-defensive technique on a
track where that should have
been the last option.

In a small run-chase, letting
that sort of mindset allowed the
Bangladesh spinners to boss
the proceedings.
A special stand between
Shreyas Iyer and Ravichandran
Ashwin saved the blushes for
India but the below par per-
formance of the top-order and a
few tactical blunders raise plen-
ty of questions for the tougher
test that awaits them in the
upcoming home series against
Australia. India don't need to
copy England's uber aggressive
style of play popularly known as
'Bazball' but Rahul and Co
should have taken a leaf out of
their book at least while chas-
ing 145. Chasing 167 on a tricky
Karachi pitch, England shut the
game by racing to 112 for two
in 17 overs at stumps on day
three. They eventually 'gunned'
down the target in just 28.1

overs the following morning.
The Indian top-order did not
need to go hammer and tongs
like the English but it could
have done a lot more than just
defending against the rampag-
ing Bangladesh spinners.
Skipper Rahul's never looked
assured in the middle and was
dismissed on the front foot in
the two innings. His place in the
first Test against Australia in
February looks far from certain.
Shubman Gill and Cheteshwar
Pujara tried to step out of the
crease against offie Mehidy
Hasan Miraz but failed miser-
ably. The current generation's
struggles against spin are not
new and their underwhelming
showing against Miraz and Co
will only leave the much more
accomplished Nathan Lyon lick-
ing his lips ahead of the series
opener in Nagpur.

Team India: Rahul's approach, sane
selection calls are need of the hour

Indian cricketer Virat Kohli with wife Anushka poses for

photographs after being honoured by the Punjab Cricket

Association (PCA) for becoming the 13th Indian cricketer

to play 100 Test matches, at IS Bindra PCA Stadium,

Mohali, Friday, March 4, 2022. 

Birmingham: India's Harjinder Kaur atop the podium

poses for photographs after winning the bronze medal in

the women's 71kg category weightlifting event, at the

Commonwealth Games 2022 (CWG), in Birmingham, UK,

Monday, Aug. 1, 2022. 

Birmingham: Indian women's cricket team players pose for photographs with their sil-

ver medals and the tricolor after the medal ceremony at the Commonwealth Games

2022, Edgbaston Cricket Ground in Birmingham, UK, Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022.

Jakarta: Silver medallist Indian athletes, from left, Mohd Anas, Hima Das, MR

Poovamma and Rajiv Arokia pose for photographs after the medal ceremony of Mixed

4x400m Relay event at the 18th Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta, Indonesia on Wednesday,

Aug 29, 2018. (PTI Photo/Shahbaz Khan)  (PTI12_22_2022_000212A)

Stockholm: Olympic

champion javelin

thrower Neeraj

Chopra reacts after

setting a new nation-

al record and his per-

sonal best with a

throw of 89.94 mts at

the Stockholm

Diamond League.

Chopra finished sec-

ond at the meet after

the reigning world

champion Anderson

Peters of Grenada. 

Birmingham: Gold

medallist India's P.V.

Sindhu celebrates her

win in the Women's

Singles Badminton

final match at the

C o m m o n w e a l t h

Games 2022 (CWG),

in Birmingham, UK,

Monday, Aug. 8, 2022. 

Bengaluru: Madhya Pradesh's players take the trophy on a victory lap after winning

their final Ranji Trophy cricket match against Mumbai, at M Chinnaswamy Stadium in

Bengaluru, Sunday, June 26, 2022. 

Birmingham: Gold

medallists India's

S a t w i k s a i r a j

Rankireddy (L) and

Chirag Shetty pose

for photos with their

gold medals after

winning the Men's

Doubles Final

Badminton match

against England's

Ben Lane and Sean

Vendy at the

C o m m o n w e a l t h

Games 2022 (CWG),

in Birmingham, UK,

Monday, Aug. 8,

2022.
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In country’s coaching hub, students flock to scribble on ‘wall of beliefs’
Kota (Raj), Dec 25 (PTI): 

"Please let me get select-
ed in NEET 2023", "Dear
God, please give my con-
centration back", "AIIMS
Delhi please", "IIT Delhi for
me and Google for my
brother" -- these are not
part of any diary but wish-
es scribbled on "wall of be-
liefs" at a temple here by
scores of coaching centre
students.

Lakhs of students come
to Rajasthan's coaching
hub Kota every year with
dreams of getting into
some of the country's most
prestigious engineering
and medical colleges, but
many soon find themselves
bogged down by hectic rou-
tines, peer pressure and the
burden of expectations.

According to the priests at
the Radha Krishna temple
in Talwandi area, the faith
of students has been so
strongly cemented over the
years that the temple has to
be repainted every two
months.

More than 300 students
visit the temple daily, they
said. A record two lakh stu-
dents have enrolled in vari-
ous coaching institutes
here this year. Initially seen
as defacement by the tem-
ple authorities, the "wall of
beliefs" was named after
the temple became popular
in early 2000 when a few
students who had scribbled
their prayers cleared the
engineering entrance exam
IIT JEE and medical en-
trance tests.

"Long back, when a few

students came to pray here,
they scribbled their wishes
asking for their selection in
IIT JEE or medical en-
trance tests. A few months
later, parents of two stu-

dents visited the temple
and offered to make a dona-
tion for the temple claim-
ing the wishes of their chil-
dren scribbled on the wall
have been fulfilled and

from there it became a
trend. "Initially, people
used to write their wishes
anywhere on the temple
walls and we tried discour-
aging them citing deface-
ment and also warned of
action. But later when the
faith of locals and students
got cemented, we decided to
make dedicated areas in
the temple and called it
'wall of beliefs," Kishan
Bihari, one of the temple
priests, told PTI.

Another priest Trilok
Sharma said the temple is
repainted every two
months because the walls
often get filled with wishes
and there is no space for
others to write. "Whenever
students come, we also give
them blessings and
prashad and encourage

them that God only helps
when you do your best.
Hardwork is the key.

"We keep talking to stu-
dents and parents. At times
we find students have even
written the choice of
their colleges or their
ranks. We explain that it
is good to manifest but it
also has to be supplement-
ed with efforts," he said.
Battling with stress amid
the cut-throat competi-
tion, the temple is also the
place for students to medi-
tate and feel better.

"I have not written my
wish on the wall yet, I will
write it closer to the main
exam when I have confi-
dence in my preparation.
But during my course,
whenever I feel low or
stressed, I come here and

offer my prayers or do med-
itation to feel better," said
Pragati Sahu, a National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) aspirant from
Madhya Pradesh.

Srinagar, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Wearing Santa hats, a
group of Muslims on
Sunday converged at a
church here, distributed
sweets and exchanged
greetings as Christmas
was celebrated in Kashmir
with traditional enthusi-
asm and religious fervour.

The members of the
miniscule population of
Christians in Kashmir
thronged the churches for
Mass at many places. The
biggest Mass was held at
the Holy Family Catholic
Church at Maulana Azad
Road here, where dozens of
Christians, including
women and children, as-
sembled to celebrate the
birthday of Jesus Christ
and held special prayers.

The church was decorat-
ed with colourful buntings,

lights and balloons and it
wore a festive look. A
group of Muslims also cel-
ebrated Christmas at the
church to give a message of
communal harmony. They
wore Santa hats, distrib-
uted sweets and exchanged
greetings. The group mem-
bers said they came to the
church to spread the mes-
sage of communal harmo-
ny, brotherhood and peace.
"We did not want to let
them (Christians) feel that
they were isolated.

This is a very small com-
munity. So, we came here
to celebrate this festival
with them," a group mem-
ber said. Safiya, a resident
of the city, said she visited
a church for the first time.
"I feel good because people
from every community are
here and are celebrating
with each other, which is

very good and rare as
well," she said. Father
Brito said Muslims in the
valley have always stood
by the Christians.
"Christmas is a message of
love, joy and happiness.
Our Muslim brothers and
sisters are always with us.
They always help and sup-
port us. This is an opportu-
nity for us to share happi-
ness, joy and love with
each other," he said.

Among the believers
were tourists from differ-
ent parts of the country
who joined the locals on
the auspicious day. Similar
prayers were held at other
churches, including Saint
Joseph's Church in north
Kashmir's Baramulla, the
oldest Catholic Church in
Jammu and Kashmir, and
at a church in tourist re-
sort Gulmarg.

Jammu, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Various measures are in
place at famous Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine atop
Trikuta hills in Reasi dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir to tackle heavy
rush of pilgrims and avoid
any untoward incident, an
official said on Sunday.

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB)
has also issued guidelines
for strict adherence to the
COVID-19 guidelines as a
precautionary measure,
the official said.

In a first-ever stampede
at the shrine on January 1
this year, 12 pilgrims lost
their lives and 16 were in-
jured, prompting the
shrine board to introduce
Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) as
part of various projects
sanctioned for the conven-

ience of the pilgrims, bet-
ter crowd management
and tracking of the yatris
along the 13-km track and
the 'Bhawan' (sanctum
sanctorum).

"The shrine is ready to
meet heavy rush of devo-
tees around New Year. A
strategy has been chalked
out to ensure smooth regu-
lation of expected influx of
pilgrims, decongestion of
entire track, particularly
the Bhawan area, and all-
time surveillance through
CCTV dedicated network
of over 500 cameras," a
shrine board official said.

He said enforcement
teams of the board are
being deployed for four
days at the Bhawan from
December 30 to January 2
to keep an eye on the num-
ber of pilgrims to avoid
crowding.

The dedicated teams

will also ensure that the
pilgrims, except those hav-
ing valid accommodation
slips, return to the base
camp Katra immediately
after having 'Darshan' at
the shrine.

The official said the
shrine board has also
identified four holding
areas one each at Katra,
Ardhkuwari, Sanjichha
and Manokamana area to
accommodate the pil-
grims if their number in-
creases beyond the daily
limit of 50,000.

Earlier, Chief Executive
Officer, SMVDSB Anshul
Garg said the RFID-based
yatra registration cards
have been started with the
focus to enhance not only
the security but also en-
sure real time tracking of
pilgrims on the track en-
route Bhawan for better
regulation of the pilgrims

in accordance with the
holding capacity of the
trek and the shrine area
(Bhawan).

He emphasized the secu-
rity agencies not to allow
any pilgrims without a
valid RFID card for which
additional handheld scan-
ners may be put to use
with sufficient staff to
plug any shortfall. On the
concern about COVID-19,
the official said all the
stakeholders have been ad-
vised to wear masks while
dealing with the yatris.

The shrine board has
made wearing of face
masks mandatory for
every pilgrim attending
the 'Atka Arti' and in the
'darshan queue', the offi-
cial said.

On Friday, Chief
Secretary Arun Kumar
Mehta at a meeting had
said there is no need to

panic in view of rising
COVID-19 cases in neigh-
bouring countries as no
surge have been reported
so far in the Union
Territory.

However, Mehta en-
joined upon the health ex-
perts to take preemptive
measures so that the ad-
ministration is fully pre-
pared to meet any contin-
gency. He asked them to
activate all the Covid test-
ing facilities so that any
person desiring to test
finds the facility nearby.

He impressed upon
them to create ample
awareness among the pub-
lic so that no unnecessary
scare is created among
them. According to offi-
cials, there is currently no
bed occupancy related to
Covid in the health facili-
ties in the Union
Territory.

‘Set up medical
varsity in Pondy’

Puducherry Dec 25 (PTI): 

Puducherry Chief
Minister N Rangasamy on
Sunday urged Union
Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare
Bharati Pravin Pawar to
establish a medical univer-
sity here. At a meeting dur-
ing the Central Minister's
visit to the Union
Territory, Rangasamy sub-
mitted a memorandum
urging the Centre to set up
the varsity.

Earlier, the Union
Minister addressed a meet-
ing of officials of Health
Department of Puducherry
and the Centrally adminis-
tered JIPMER here. She re-
viewed the implementation
of various health-related
schemes, said an official re-

lease. PWD Minister of
Puducherry K
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n a n ,
Director of JIPMER
Rakesh Agarwal, Director
of Health of Puducherry
administration G
Sriramulu were among
those who attended the
meeting.

Covid concerns fail to
dampen Christmas spirit

New Delhi, Dec 25 (PTI): 

Hundreds thronged
churches across the na-
tional capital for
Christmas festivities on
Sunday after two years of
muted celebrations in the
shadow of the Covid pan-
demic with people seek-
ing to find a balance be-
tween rituals and precau-
tions.

Colourful lights,
Christmas trees, buntings
and balloons decked up
street corners, markets
and public areas as people
from all religions and cul-
tures celebrated the festi-
val with food and music.

Christmas this year
comes amid a low num-
ber of Covid cases.
However, church-goers

exercised caution consid-
ering the surge in infec-
tions in some countries.
Most churches urged the
people to wear masks and
follow Covid-appropriate
behaviour.

"It (crowd) was double
the number we witnessed
last year. There are no
harsher curbs like the
previous two years. So,
the number has obvious-
ly gone up," a spokesper-
son of the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of
Delhi said. "However, we
urged people to wear
masks and maintain so-
cial distance considering
cases are rising in some
countries," he said.

An administration offi-
cial at the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of

Delhi said though people
turned out in big num-
bers this time, most of
them observed Covid-ap-
pripriate behaviour.

The pandemic had put a
halt to big congregations
with most churches host-
ing socially distanced cel-
ebrations for two years.

In 2020, churches in
Delhi held multiple mass-
es on December 24-25,
where a limited number
of people were admitted
through online registra-
tion to ensure social dis-
tancing.

Though there were no
restrictions on the num-
ber of visitors last year,
fewer people reached
churches amid concern
over the Omicron variant
of the coronavirus.
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PM Modi pays tribute to former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his birth anniversary, at Sadaiv Atal, in
New Delhi, Sunday.

TRIBUTE TO VAJPAYEE

People during Christmas celebrations at Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic Church, in New Delhi, Sunday.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

People throng markets, churches

Tunisha Sharma’s Death

Co-actor arrest-
ed on charge of

suicide abetment
Palghar, Dec 25 (PTI):
Police on Sunday arrested a
27-year old co-actor of televi-
sion and film actress
Tunisha Sharma on the
charge of abetting her sui-
cide in Maharashtra's
Palghar district, an official
said. The 21-year-old actress
allegedly committed suicide
on the set of a serial in Vasai
area here on Saturday, he
said. Based on a complaint
filed by Sharma's mother,
the Valiv police here regis-
tered a case against the de-
ceased's co-actor, Sheezan M
Khan, under Indian Penal
Code Section 306 (abetment
of suicide) and arrested
him, the station house office
of Valiv police station said.
Khan was later produced be-
fore a Vasai magistrate who
remanded him in police cus-
tody for four days, Assistant
Commissioner of Police
(Tulinj) Chandrakant
Jadhav said.

Mariamnagar: A
tiny bit of Portugal

in Tripura
Agartala, Dec 25 (PTI):
25-year old Victor Sagar
D'souza, a descendant of
Portuguese settlers in the
northeast, wants to visit
the land of is ancestors in
search of his roots. D'souza
was born near the
Portuguese' Church at
Mariamnagar, on the out-
skirts of Agartala, where
his ancestors were settled
some 500 years ago. "I heard
many stories from my
grandfather and others
about how my ancestors
came to Tripura and how
they settled here. But with
the passage of time our tra-
dition, culture, food habits
have changed but we still
identify ourselves as de-
scendants of Portugese set-
tlers,", said D'souza, who
runs a retail shop near the
church, the epicentre of
Tripura's ̀ tiny Portugal'.

N Rangasamy

Mata Vaishno Devi shrine ready to meet NY rush of pilgrims

UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Muslims converge at church
to celebrate Christmas

Sacked from job,
man, his aide kill
Surat firm owner,

his father and uncle
Surat, Dec 25 (PTI): A
man and his associate
allegedly stabbed to
death the owner of an
embroidery firm in
Gujarat's Surat, his fa-
ther and uncle on
Sunday apparently as
he was angry with his
former employer for re-
moving him from job re-
cently, police said.

The triple murder
took place at the vic-
tim's company, Vedant
Texo, located in Anjani
industrial area of
Amroli area of Surat
city, they said.

The Surat Police de-
tained the two accused
and formed a Special
Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the case, a
senior official said.

"The accused and his
associate walked into
the company on Sunday
morning and stabbed
the owner of the unit,
his father and uncle to
death," Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP) (Zone 5) Harshad
Mehta said.

Both the accused
have been detained and
are being questioned,
he told reporters. The
deceased are identified
as Kalpesh Dholakia
(36), Dhanji Dholakiya
(61) and Ghanshyam
Rajodiya (48).

"A rift between the
owner of the embroi-
dery firm and his em-
ployee led to murder of
three persons...The in-
terrogation of the ac-
cused revealed that the
factory owner had ter-
minated the services of
the man 10 days ago
after he was found
sleeping during the
night shift. A heated ar-
gument had taken place
between them at that
time," he said.

TEMPLE EXCLUSIVELY FOR JEE, NEET WISHES

Wishes scribbled by JEE, NEET coaching students on ‘wall
of beliefs’ at Radha Krishna Temple in Kota. 


