
JEE-Advanced 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE)
Advanced for admission
to the Indian Institutes of
Technology will be con-
ducted on June 4, 2023,
IIT Guwahati announced
on Friday. The institute is
responsible for conduct-
ing the crucial examina-
tion for 2023. According
to IIT officials, it is com-
pulsory for candidates to
appear in both the
papers. "The JEE-
Advanced 2023 will be
conducted by the seven
zonal coordinating IITs
under the guidance of the
Joint Admission Board
2023 (JAB 2023). 

Asphyxiation
NNooiiddaa:: Two men died of
asphyxiation after a fire
broke out in a carton
warehouse in Greater
Noida early Friday, police
officials said. The
deceased have been iden-
tified as Baburam (33)
and Avneesh (32), both
natives of Baduaun dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh, a
police spokesperson said.
"The fire broke out in the
warehouse in village
Milak Lachhi around 1.30
AM. A team of local
police and firefighters
rushed to the spot after
which the blaze was
brought under control,"
the spokesperson said.

NIA raid
JJaammmmuu:: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday conducted
searches at 14 locations
in different districts in a
case related to terror
activities of various pro-
scribed outfits in Jammu
and Kashmir, an official
said. The raids were con-
ducted in Jammu, Kulgam
(south Kashmir),
Pulwama, Anantnag and
Sopore in (north
Kashmir's Baramulla), a
spokesperson of the fed-
eral agency said. The
agency said the searches
were carried out in con-
nection with a case which
was suo-moto registered
on June 21 by the NIA
Police Station in Jammu.

Bakery set afire
KKoocchhii:: A man torched a
bakery here after its
owner allegedly misbe-
haved with his minor
daughter, police said on
Friday. The confectionery
seller was held under
POCSO Act and the father
of the girl was arrested
for arson and both were
lodged in prison after
they were remanded to
judicial custody by a
court. On Wednesday,
Baburaj, who owns the
outlet, allegedly misbe-
haved with the child when
she was in the shop to
buy sweets and she com-
plained to her father. 
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A child wears santa cap ahead of
Christmas, in Amritsar, Friday.
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Ahead of the festive sea-
son, the Centre on Friday
asked states and Union ter-
ritories to take measures
to avoid overcrowding and
ensure adequate ventila-
tion for indoor gatherings
and wearing of masks in
crowded places.

In a letter to states and
UTs, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
stressed on monitoring
and reporting of district-
wise influenza-like illness
(ILI) and severe acute res-
piratory illness (SARI)
cases in all health facili-
ties on a regular basis for
detecting the early rising
trend of cases.

These cases may also be

tested for COVID-19,
Bhushan said.

Ensure higher samples
for whole genome se-
quencing amongst positive

samples of COVID-19 in
the community so as to en-
able timely detection of
new variants, if any, in the
country, he wrote.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

The Winter session of
Parliament concluded on
Friday, six days ahead of
schedule, with opposition
members forcing repeated
adjournments in the final
days over their demand
for a discussion on the
border issue with China.

In his valedictory ad-
dress, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said the produc-
tivity of the House was 97
per cent during the 13 sit-
tings which saw passage
of seven bills, including
the supplementary de-
mands for grants and the
Maritime Anti-Piracy
Bill.

The session began on
December 7 and was origi-
nally scheduled to end on

December 29. However,
members requested the
government and the pre-
siding officers of both the
House to end the proceed-
ings early citing the fes-
tive season and New Year
celebrations ahead.

In both the Houses, op-
position members pressed
for discussion on the bor-
der issue with China,
which was turned down
by presiding officers.

Indian and Chinese
troops clashed along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the Tawang sec-
tor of Arunachal Pradesh
on December 9 and the
face-off resulted in
"minor injuries to a few
personnel from both
sides", according to the
Indian Army.

Kawardha, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Four persons were killed and as
many others injured when their
car fell into a gorge in
Chhattisgarh's Kabirdham dis-
trict in the wee hours of Friday,
police said. The deceased
included three women, of whom
one was a septuagenarian, they
said. The incident took place
around 1 am at Polmi Ghati
under Kukdur police station lim-
its when the victims were
returning to their native place
in Bemetara district from
Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)
where they had gone for the
immersion of mortal remains of
their deceased family member,
Kabirdham Additional
Superintendent of Police
Manisha Thakur said.
Soon after being alerted about
it, a police team was rushed to
the spot and a rescue operation
was launched in the 50-feet
deep gorge where the vehicle
had fallen, she said.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

The Delhi Police is like-
ly to get the narco test re-
port of Aaftab Poonawala
in connection with the
Shraddha Walkar murder
case from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
here on Friday, officials
said.

According to the offi-
cials, the narco test report
is ready and the investigat-
ing officer has been asked
to collect it.

Police said according to
the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory
(CFSL) report, the blood
samples recovered from
Poonawala's house were
Walkar's. During the in-
vestigation, police had col-
lected the blood samples
from Poonawala's

Mehrauli flat and sent
those for examination.

On December 15, police
had said the DNA samples
extracted from the bones
found in a forest area and
the blood traces found at
the house where Walkar
was killed had matched
with the samples of her fa-
ther. The evidence comes
more than a month after
Poonawala was arrested
for allegedly killing
Walkar, his live-in partner.
Police had found 13 bone
pieces from the Mehrauli
forest and its nearby areas
while searching for
Walkar's body parts.

Walkar (27) was alleged-
ly strangled, her body
chopped into 35 pieces and
disposed of in various
parts of Delhi by
Poonawala.

Kathmandu, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Charles Sobhraj, a
Frenchman of Indian and
Vietnamese parentage, was
on Friday released from a
Nepalese prison on the apex
court's order after serving
19 years in jail on murder
charges.

Sobhraj was handed over
to the immigration authori-
ties to process his papers,
officials said.

A joint bench of justices
Sapana Pradhan Malla and
Tilak Prasad Shrestha on
Wednesday ordered to free
78-year-old from jail.

His release was delayed
by a day as the immigration
authorities on Thursday re-
quested to postpone his re-
lease till Friday citing lack
of space to accommodate
him. His release from the

Central Prison on
Thursday was delayed by a
day as the Department of
Immigration, where
Sobhraj was to be sent for
deportation, did not have a
separate room ready for
him. The apex court had or-
dered the government to de-
port him to the country that

issued him passport within
15 days, unless he is wanted
in some other case.

Nicknamed "the Bikini
Killer" and "the Serpent"
due to his skill at deception
and evasion, Sobhraj was
serving a life-term in the
Kathmandu jail since 2003
for the murder of
American woman Connie
Jo Bronzich in 1975 in
Nepal.

In 2014, he was convicted
of killing Laurent Carriere,
a Canadian backpacker,
and given a second life sen-
tence. A life-term in Nepal
means 20 years in jail.

The order by the division
bench of Nepal's top court
came after Sobhraj filed a
plea claiming that he was
put in prison more than the
period recommended for
him.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

The minimum support
price (MSP) of crops can
guarantee stable prices but
not always the best rates,
which can only be ensured
through fair competition in
the market, Niti Aayog mem-
ber Ramesh Chand said on
Friday.

He was addressing an
agriculture conclave organ-
ised by Rural Voice, a digital
media platform.

Speaking on the demand
of farmer groups to make
MSP a legal right, Chand
noted that cultivators want
it to get the best price for
their produce and also to
protect themselves from
price fluctuations.

"In my view, MSP is not
the best price in all situa-
tions. It is definitely a stable

price but not the best price.
Best price comes from com-
petition. If there is competi-
tion in the market, farmers
can get the best price," he
said. The government fixes
MSP for 22 crops. It procures
wheat and paddy for supply
through ration shops under
various welfare schemes.
Some quantities of oilseeds
and pulses are also pro-
cured. Chand, who is also a
member of the government-
appointed committee on
MSP, cautioned that one
should not become too de-
pendent on the MSP, adding
that farmers should take ad-
vantage of market opportu-
nities. He further said maxi-
mum growth is being wit-
nessed in those sectors
where the government's in-
tervention on the price front
is minimum.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

The Delhi High Court sought
on Friday the response of the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) and the Centre
to a plea challenging the rule
making it compulsory for vehi-
cles without FASTag to pay
double the the toll tax.
A bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad issued
notices to the NHAI and the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRT&H) on the
petition which contended that
the rule was discriminatory,
arbitrary and against public
interest as it empowers the
NHAI to collect toll at double
the rate, if paid in cash. The
high court granted four weeks
to the authorities to file their
replies and listed the matter

for further hearing on April 18.
Petitioner Ravinder Tyagi, rep-
resented by advocate Praveen
Agrawal, has sought the
quashing of a provision of the
National Highway Fees
(Determination of Rates and
Collection) Amendment Rules,
2020 read with MoRT&H let-
ters and NHAI circular due to
which commuters without a
FASTag on their vehicles are
bound to pay double the toll
tax.
FASTag is a device that
employs Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) technolo-
gy for making toll payments
directly while the vehicle is in
motion. FASTag (RFID Tag) is
affixed on the windscreen of
the vehicle and enables a cus-
tomer to make the toll pay-
ments directly from the
account which is linked to it.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Aviation regulator DGCA will
put in place norms to compen-
sate a passenger whose ticket
for a particular class has been
involuntarily downgraded by
an airline. The move comes
against the backdrop of rising
complaints about airlines
involuntarily downgrading
tickets issued to passengers.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is in the
process of amending the Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR)
pertaining to 'facilities to be
provided to passengers by air-
lines due to denied boarding,
cancellation of flights and
delays in flights." to protect
the rights of air travellers
affected by downgrading of
their ticket.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Friday chaired a meeting of
top leaders on ways to
strengthen the organisation
and to take forward the
party's soon-to-be launched
outreach initiative.

Kharge held delibera-
tions with party general
secretaries, in-charges of
various states, PCC presi-
dents and CLP leaders on
ways to take forward the
two-month long 'Haath se
haath jodo abhiyan' that
would start from January
26. Rajasthan chief minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot,
Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel, gener-
al secretary organisation K

C Venugopal, Leader of the
House in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, other
general secretaries
Randeep Surjewala, Mukul
Wasnik, Kumari Selja,
Tariq Anwar, Avinash
Pandey, party treasurer
Pawan Kumar Bansal,
Jitendra Singh and all PCC
presidents and CLP leaders
were present at the meet-
ing.

The Congress has decid-
ed to launch to reach out to
every household across the
country.

The leaders also deliber-
ated on the modalities of
the party's initiative during
which the message of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra will be
taken to the people's
doorstep. The campaign

will be launched soon after
the yatra ends in Jammu
and Kashmir by January
end. The yatra is set to
enter the national capital
on Saturday.

The campaign is part of
the Congress efforts to con-
tinue its mass outreach
plan which has gained mo-
mentum after the launch of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra from
September 7 from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu. As part of the cam-
paign, padyatras will be
taken out and a letter from
Rahul Gandhi, that talks
about the core message of
the yatra, will be distrib-
uted among the people
along with a 'charge sheet'
against the Narendra Modi
government.

16 Army personnel killed after
their truck falls into gorge

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Sixteen Indian Army
personnel including three
Junior Commissioned
Officers (JCOs) were
killed in a road accident
when the vehicle they
were travelling in fell into
a gorge while negotiating
a sharp turn at Zema in
North Sikkim, the Army
said. It said four injured
soldiers have been air
evacuated.

"In a tragic road acci-
dent, involving an Army
truck on December 23 at
Zema in North Sikkim, 16
bravehearts of the Indian
Army have lost their
lives," the Army said in
the statement. Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh
said he is "deeply pained"
over the loss of lives of
the personnel. "The na-
tion is deeply grateful for

their service and commit-
ment. My condolences to
the bereaved families.
Praying for the speedy re-
covery of those who are

injured," he said in a
tweet. The Army said the
truck was part of a three-
vehicle convoy that moved
from Chatten in the morn-
ing towards Thangu.
"Enroute at Zema, the ve-
hicle skidded down a steep
slope while negotiating a
sharp turn. A rescue mis-
sion was immediately
launched, and four in-
jured soldiers have been
air evacuated," the Army
said.

"Unfortunately, three
Junior Commissioned
Officers and 13 soldiers suc-
cumbed to the injuries sus-
tained in the accident.
Indian Army stands firm
with the bereaved families,
at this hour of loss." it said.

Indian Army personnel near the wreckage of an Army truck after
the vehicle skidded off while negotiating a sharp turn, at Zema in
North Sikkim, Friday.

Parliament’s Winter session
ends early amid demands for
discussion on Tawang clash

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Winter
Session of Parliament,
which was adjourned sine
die on Friday six days ahead
of schedule, is the eighth
consecutive session to be
cut short, data compiled by
a legislative think tank
showed. Since the 2020
Budget Session, all
Parliament sessions have
ended before their decided
date, the data compiled by
PRS Legislative Research
showed. In 2020, the budget
and monsoon sessions were
both cut short due to a
surge in Covid cases. 

‘2022 winter session 
is 8th consecutive 

session to be adjourned
before schedule’

Centre to states ahead of festive season

‘Avoid overcrowding, ensure wearing of
masks in crowded places’

A COVID care ward is set up as a precautionary measure amid rise
of corona virus cases in some countries, at Gandhi Nagar Hospital,
in Jammu, Friday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: With random coro-

navirus testing of internation-

al arriving passengers set to

start from Saturday, the

Ministry of Civil Aviation has

said that airlines' crew mem-

bers will have to bring such

identified passengers to the

testing facility at the airport.

Against the backdrop of rising

coronavirus cases in China

and some other parts of the

world, the government has

decided to subject 2 per cent

of the passengers arriving on

international flights to ran-

dom coronavirus test starting

from Saturday morning.

Random testing of
international arriving

passengers

Four killed as car
falls into gorge

Mehrauli murder case: Police
likely to get Poonawala’s

narco test report on Friday

HELPING HANDS

Visually challenged people help each other at a bus stand, in Bengaluru, Friday.

Norms to compensate
passengers whose 

tickets are involuntarily
downgraded soon

Kharge meets top Congress leaders
to strategise party’s outreach plan

HC asks NHAI to respond to plea
challenging collection of double toll
tax from vehicles without FASTag

French serial killer Charles Sobhraj released
from Nepal jail following SC’s order

‘MSP can only guarantee
stable price not best rate’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2233::  Several depart-
ments of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
including Blast Furnaces, Steel
Melting Shop 3, LDCP etc record-
ed best ever Daily and Shift
records on December 22, 2022,
breaking their previous records in
production and techno-economic
parameters. There has been su-
perlative daily performance in
production of Hot Metal,
Converting all hot metal in crude
steel resulting in no pig iron,
alongwith record performance in
SMS-3 and total crude steel.

Team BF achieved record daily
production of 20563 T Hot metal
on December 22, 2022. surpassing
the previous best of 19158 T on
November 30, 2022. BF collective
achieved ever best daily Coal Dust

Injection of 2638 T, creating a daily
record on December 22, 2022, sur-
passing the previous best of 2600 T
CDI on December 20, 2022. SMS 3
made all time high of 87 heats on
December 22, 2022, breaking its
previous daily production record of
73 heats made on November 30,
2022.  A daily record in Crude Steel
production of 14274 T was made
on December 22, 2022 by SMS-3
(almost 170% of present operating
capacity of 3 MT with 3 Casters),
which is also the highest for any
SMS Shop of similar capacity in
SAIL (BSP SMS-2, BSL SMS-2&
RSP SMS-2), surpassing the previ-
ous best of 12266 T Crude steel
production on November 30, 2022.
Best ever daily total Crude Steel
production of 20274 T was made
by SMS 2 and SMS 3 was made on
December 22, 2022, the previous

best being 19481 T on November
30, 2022. SMS- 3 also achieved
best ever shift record of 30 heats
in A shift on  December 22, 2022.
Team RMP/ LDCP achieved record
breaking performance by clocking
ever best monthly production of
2575 T Lime and Calcined
Dolomite, creating a new despatch
record on December 22, 2022, sur-
passing the previous best of 2496 T
on December 19, 2022. LDCP col-
lective has achieved ever best
daily despatch of 2575 T of Lime &
CD  to560 T to SMS 2, 1605 T TO
SMS 3 & 410 T to SPs  on
December 22, 2022.  Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works) con-
gratulated the concerned depart-
ments and associated depart-
ments for the record breaking per-
formances.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: Happiness
comes in small packages.
DAV Public School Hudco
proudly celebrated its mag-
nificent and reverberating
Annual Day of Junior
wing on Thursday,
December 22, 2022.The
whole programme re-
volved around the chil-
dren, their happiness and
childhood where they live
their everyday life as if it is
a festival and try to find
ways to turn their life into
a celebration.
Brahmakumari Asha Didi
(Director, Brahmakumari
centres, Bhilai graced the
programme as the chief
guest. The other digni-
taries present at the occa-
sion were AB Purung
(President, Arya Samaj),
Surendra Gupta (Arya
Samajist), PK Jha
(Chairman, LMC),
Amitabh Das (Principal,
Shri Sankaracharya
Vidyalaya), Ravi
Bhaskaran (DAV Jamul),
Priyanka Shukla (HM,

DAV ISPAT, Sec 2), Yogita
Sharma (HM,DAV
Antagarh). The pro-
gramme started with the
lighting of the ceremonial
lamp followed by the bou-
quet presentation and a
beautiful welcome dance
by the students of class III-
IV. Prashant Kumar (DRO,
DAV Institutions CG Zone)
formally welcomed the em-
inent guests,dignitaries,
and the parents. He pre-
sented the Annual Report
and highlighted the major
achievements and per-
formances of the Junior
wing in academics, co-cur-

ricular activities and
sports. He appreciated the
splendid efforts put in by
the students and teachers
and advised the parents to
encourage their children to
take advantage of all the fa-
cilities available in school
to hone the talent of their
children.He concluded that
we at DAV aim to bring in
physical, mental, spiritual
and social development of
the students making them
morally upright and hon-
est. The programme was a
blend of melodious songs,
beautiful dances and eye
opening skits. The evening

was made more colourful
by beautiful rhymes and
songs staged by the buds of
the Pre-Primary wing.
Chhattisgarhi folk dance
by the students of class II
exhibited the culture of the
state remarkably. The eye
opener dance 'Say no to
junk food' and English and
Hindi skit centered on con-
servation of environment
and drawbacks of mobile
made the spectators think.
The exhilarating perform-
ances by children of class
III and IV in retro and con-
temporary dance which
was full of colour, beauty,

rhythm and vibrancy mes-
merized the audience and
left them spell-bound. The
coordination, expressions
and confidence of the
young brigade, clad in vi-
brant attires left everyone
in awe. The Chief Guest ad-
dressing the spectators
said that 'values' which is
the need of the hour are
one of the powerful deter-
minants of human accom-
plishment, progress, fulfill-
ment and evolution. This
value in addition to educa-
tion prepares a child not
only to acquire skills and
earn livelihood but also
sharpens a child's inner
quality to make him or her
a better human.She was
full of appreciation for the
little wonders who taught a
big lesson to celebrate our
life everyday. The vote of
thanks was proposed by
Madam Manju Sharma
(Supervisory Head,Junior
Wing). The entire event
was a grand success and
concluded with shanti path
followed by the National
anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation lift-
ed the Mayor Cup in the
Chhattisgarh state level
Cricket Competition, a
tournament organised be-
tween the teams of corpo-
rations and public repre-
sentatives. The tourna-
ment was organised at
Subhash Stadium Raipur.
The final was played be-
tween Bhilai Mayor-XI and
Bilaspur Mayor-XI.

The Bhilai Mayor Neeraj
Pal's team won the match
by playing brilliant cricket.
Batting first the team
scored a towering 154 runs
on the loss of 8 wickets in
the stipulated 12 overs.
Though the team had a bad
start with the first, second,
third batsmen being un-
able to stay long in the
field, but Khursipar's Zone
President Bhupendra
Yadav, who came in as the
fourth batsman scored a
brilliant century hitting 10

sixes and 8 fours on 35
balls.

Not only did Bhupendra
show his performance with
the bat but also his blowing
expertise by taking 3 wick-
ets. Other star performer
was Umesh Sahu who
scored 20 runs on 11 balls,
in which he hit 2 sixes and
1 four. Chasing the target of
155, the team of Bilaspur
Mayor XI was able to score
only 98 runs by losing 8
wickets in the stipulated 12
overs and suffered defeat in

the final match.
Bhupendra Yadav won

the title of Man of the
Match in the final and
Umesh Sahu was titled
Man of the Series. Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu,
Mukesh Chandrakar, Saket
C h a n d r a k a r ,
E k a n s h B a n c h o r ,
Dharmendra Yadav also
reached Subhash Stadium
in Raipur to encourage the
team.

Mayor Neeraj Pal's team
of Mayor's XI included as

team captain zone presi-
dent Rajesh Chaudhary,
batsman zone president
Bhupendra Yadav, MIC
members Lakshmipati
Raju, Aditya Singh, Keshav
Choubey and Mannan
Gaffar Khan, councillor
Nitish Yadav, Umesh
Kumar Sahu, Engineer
Salman, Suman Sinha,
Yogesh Sahu and Rajendra
Banjare, who played an im-
portant role in winning the
Mayor's Cup for their team
by playing brilliantly.

Workshop on ‘Planning
for Superannuation’ held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: A special
two-day programme on
"Planning for
Superannuation" was or-
ganised on December 20-
21, 2022 at HRDC for non-
executive employees of
BSP and on December 22-
23, 2022 at BMDC, Sector-
7, for executives of BSP,
which were conducted by
Management &
Leadership Development
Centre (MLDC) Delhi

with three renowned fac-
ulties in this subject Dr
Jauhari Lal, Sushant
Vats and CL Arora who
are experts in Finance,
Health, Managing
Change Relationship,
Yoga, Pranayama etc. The
programme was inaugu-
rated by MM Gadre,
ED(P&A) BSP.

40 Non-executives in
the level of S6 and above
and 25 executives in the
level of E6 and above who
are due to superannuate

in recent times attended
the programme which is
highly beneficial for their
future life. The objectives
of the programme are:To
bring change in Attitude
and accept superannua-
tion as an opportunity to
enjoy life; To allay their
fear, apprehension and
anxiety about uncertain-
ty of future life; To create
awareness and lay down
priority to focus on their
wellbeing, happiness and
enjoy life.

TUs condemn SAIL Mgmt for cancelling JO written exam
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: The re-
sult of written examina-
tion for selection as
Junior Officers at SAIL
Plants / Units has been
cancelled on December
22, 2022. The trade
unions are condemning
the SAIL management
for cancelling the writ-
ten exam results and are
levelling allegations of
irregularities.

On the other hand,
Director (Personnel) of
SAIL has appreciated
the team of Bokaro Steel
Plant for remaining vigi-
lant throughout the
process and taking ini-
tiatives to reveal the dis-
crepancies.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
SAIL Management had

issued an order on
December 22 cancelling
the written exam of JO.
The written exam was
conducted on November
06, 2022 and the lists of
short-listed candidates
for interview prepared
on the basis of written
examination were noti-
fied on December 19,
2022.

Certain discrepancies
in evaluation and prepa-
ration of the result sub-
sequently came to the
notice of SAIL. Taking
cognizance of the same,
SAIL decided to cancel
the written examination
held on November 06,
2022 at all the 14 exami-
nation Centers.
Information regarding
re-examination schedule
and related modalities
will be communicated

later on.
LoktantrikIspat Evam

Engineering Mazdoor
Union condemned the
SAIL management and
termed its move of can-
celling the exam to be
dictatorial. The union al-
leged that transparency
was not maintained in
several previous written
examinations as well. In
2008, 2012 and 2018, many
employees approached
the court and their cases
are still pending.

For the recent JO
exam, thousands of em-
ployees spent thousands
of rupees and attended
coaching classes and pre-
pared for the exam. The
result was also declared
but within a couple of
days, the management
cancelled the exam in an
irresponsible manner.

HMS leaders stated
that the DOPT
(Department of
Personnel and Training)
had issued an order to
the SAIL management,
in which 50% posts were
to be reserved for senior
employees and to be se-
lected through direct in-
terview.

The union had in-
formed SAIL manage-
ment about this order
but it was not followed
by the SAIL manage-
ment and a written test
was conducted on 6th
November. HMS union
raised questions regard-
ing the transparency of
the written test as the
candidates had given the
exam through OMR
sheets.

After the exam, the
management should

have uploaded the an-
swer key on the intranet
but it was not done. Even
when the list of selected
candidates were de-
clared, the HMS union
had demanded to pro-
vide the information
about the score of the
written test, but on
December 19, the letter
for the interview was is-
sued by the SAIL
Corporate Office.

Now the decision to
cancel the written exam-
ination has triggered re-
sentment and confusion.
It needs to be mentioned
here that HMS had chal-
lenged the Junior Officer
Examination Policy 2018
before the Central
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Tribunal. The final hear-
ing is pending as the
court is vacant.
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Pay anomaly of 2008-2010 batch JOs resolved
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: SAIL
management has issued
an order on December 22
for the prevention of pay-
fixation anomalies. This
order will come into force
in all units of SAIL from
January 1, 2023.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that SAIL-
SEFI meeting was held on
September 22, 2022 in
which OA representatives
from all units of SAIL
had urged the SAIL man-
agement to explore ways
for removing the pay
anomalies of 2008 and
2010 batch Junior

Officers.
It could be recollected

here that pay and wage
revision of officers and
employees was done in
2007, in which officers
were given 30 percent
MGB and employees got
21 percent MGB.

Thereafter, some em-
ployees were promoted to
the rank of officers in
2008 and 2010 respectively.
In the year 2012, the wage
revision of the employees
was proposed again,
which was settled in the
year 2014.

In the wage revision fi-
nalised in 2014 by the then
SAIL management, the

DPE guidelines were vio-
lated and 17 percent MGB
was provided to the per-
sonnel. Consequent to
this wage revision, the
new pay scale of the per-
sonnel became higher
than the frontline officers.

According to the guide-
lines, "The pay scale given
to the employees in any
public undertaking in the
wage revision agreement
should not exceed that of
the officers in any case,
nor should any dispute
arise from that pay scale."

After this illogical deci-
sion affected the frontline
Junior Officers in SAIL,
who proved their abilities

in the competitive exami-
nation and entered the of-
ficer class ahead of their
personnel colleagues.

They were playing a
key role in the manage-
ment and operations of
shop floors in almost all
departments. With the ef-
forts of OA-BSP and
SEFI, the SAIL
Management had given
fix-pay as interim relief
to these junior officers
with effect from
01.01.2016.

OA-BSP reminded the
SAIL Management at the
time of implementation
of 3rd Pay Revision that
in 2012 Wage Revision,

the Management had
once again done injustice
to the front line officers
by violating the DPE
guidelines.

They tried to balance
by introducing a fixed
pay, but after the third
pay revision, pay fixation
is essential.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that on this
subject, junior officers
from the Bokaro and
Rourkela unit had plead-
ed for justice in the
courts. Due to which no
concrete positive action
could be taken between
SAIL and SEFI during
2017 to 2020.

When the group of jun-
ior officers did not get re-
lief in the courts, SEFI re-
sumed its efforts and
managed to get the orders
issued for Pay- Fixation of
Junior Officers.

With the efforts of
SEFI, the SAIL manage-
ment constituted a com-
mittee for pay-fixation of
junior officers on
September 03, 2021. The
committee determined
the proper method of pay-
fixation by studying the
salary discrepancy of jun-
ior officers working in
SAIL.

SEFI President
Narendra Kumar

Banchore said that the
pay-fixation of junior of-
ficers of 2008 and 2010
batch will provide justice
to these officers. These of-
ficers will get the benefit
of pay-fixation in the
New Year. The long wait
of 12 years is over now.

SEFI President
Narendra Kumar
Banchore, SEFI General
Secretary Abkash Malik
and OA BSP General
Secretary Parvinder
Singh have expressed
gratitude towards SAIL
President Soma Mandal,
Director Personnel
Krishna Kumar Singh,
Director Finance Anil

Kumar Tulsiani, Director
Incharge BSP Arniban
Dasgupta, Director
Incharge BSL Amalendu
Prakash, Director I/C
R o u r k e l a
A t a n u B h o w m i c k ,
Director I/C DSP & ISP
Brijendra Pratap Singh,
Executive Director
Personnel &
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Corporate Office Sameer
Swaroop, Chief General
Manager Neel Madhav
Padhi and General
Manager Vikram Utpal
for approving the pay-fix-
ation order by removing
the wage anomalies of
2008 and 2010 batch.

SAIL issues orders for pay fixation

BMC lifts Mayor Cup trophy for cricket
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: Maitri
Vidya Niketan EMSSS
Risali celebrated
Christmas and New Year
with great enthusiasm on
Friday. President MECA,
R a j a m S u d h a k a r a n ,
Director MECA and
Principal MVN Dr
SajithaThambi, Director
MECA S Sajan, Vice
Principal Dr Beena Sajeev
and Head Mistress Nishi
Sajan graced the occasion
with their presence.

The celebration started
with great pomp and show.
Stage had been decorated
with balls, stars and beau-
tiful Christmas tree.
Informative speeches con-
taining messages of love,
peace, humanity and  reso-
lution for New Year were
presented by Diwakar
Gaikwad and
TumeshwariSahu. Poems
related to Christmas eve
was presented by Simran
and Ritika of primary
class.

Attractive dance per-
formance by Pre-primary
students and Christmas
carol by primary students
enthralled the atmosphere
of celebration. Cherry on
the cake was the entry of
Rohit Lai as Santa or the
stage, bringing happiness
on every one's face. The
added attraction for the oc-
casion was conferring
awards to the students for

their excellence in sports.
Astha Singh of Class II-B

and Ayushi of class VI-A
got 3 position in the
Interschool drawing and
painting competition held
at DPS Bhilai. Subham
Kumar Sahu of Class I-B
qualified for National
Cross country 8 kms in
Korba and VishwajeetSahu
of class XI-B bagged medal
for boxingchampionship

organized by CBSE.
Principal Dr

SajithaThambi addressed
the students with her en-
couraging words for excel-
lence in coming exams.
She also added the role of
teachers and parents in the
life of students and wished
everyone a happy and pros-
perous New Year. The pro-
gram concluded with the
National Anthem.

Christmas and New Year Celebrations at MVN 

DAV HUDCO celebrates Annual Day (Primary Wing) BSP's BF, SMS 3 and LDCP create
new production records



COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The Churches have been decorated with colourful lights for the Christmas Festival
and drawing attention of all.
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Raipur, Dec 23: Health
Minister TS Singhdeo
today attended an online
meeting chaired by Union
Health Minister Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya
with Health Ministers
and Secretaries of all
States and Union
Territories of the country.
Union Health Minister Dr
Mandaviya reviewed the
preparedness and neces-
sary arrangements to deal
with Covid-19 in the coun-
try in the meeting.
Emphasizing on increas-
ing genome sequencing
and testing in all states,
he directed for continuous

monitoring. The Union
Health Minister asked the
states to ensure quick op-
erationalization of infra-
structure facilities relat-
ed to prevention and con-

trol of corona in hospi-
tals. He advised for wide-
spread adherence to
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour, including wearing of
masks. He also insisted

on the compulsory intro-
duction of the
Precautionary Dose of
the vaccine to prevent co-
rona for high-risk elderly
and vulnerable groups.

Singhdeo attends review 
meeting of Union Health Minister 

Health ministers and secretaries of various states attend meeting through video conferencing, 

RRaaiippuurr::  The Director Health

Services has written a letter to

the CHMO Raipur  and direct-

ed to carry out close monitor-

ing of passengers arriving at

the Swami Vivekanand Airport

and carry out random sam-

pling of the foreign passen-

gers. Apart from this he has

directed to keep a track record

of all the passengers coming

to Raipur and in case if the

report is positive, then

genome sequencing of the

samples should be done. This

monitoring in the Airport has

been asked to be started from

tomorrow. 
MMootthheerr,,  ddaauugghhtteerr  ffoouunndd  ppoossiittiivvee

A mother and daughter

from foreign tour coming to

Raipur Airport have been

found to be positive and this

has created sensation here

on Friday. So far their

genome sequencing has not

been done and amidst threat

of new variant of Corona, it

will be sent to AIIMS Raipur

genome sequencing. So far

there are only four positive

cases found in capital city. On

Dec 22, the health department

tested 1372 persons and out of

which a mother and daughter

on their return from USA have

been found to be corona posi-

tive. At the same time, two

others were tested positive on

Dec 21 test. 

‘Airport authorities directed 
to carry out random sampling’
 Of foreign 

passengers; keep
track of all domestic
passengers Preparations to

deal with Covid-19
reviewed

Associate Prof. of

KTUJMC nabbed
On charges of misbehaving

with girl student

Raipur, Dec 23: After
complaint by a girl stu-
dent in the Mahila
Thana against one
Associate Professor of
Kushabhau Thakre
University of
Journalism & Mass
Communication (KTU-
JMC), he has been
taken into arrest.

As per reports the
victimized student of
KTUJMC has filed a
written complaint in
Mahila Thana, that an
Associate Professor
Shailendra Khandelwal
reportedly behaves in
indecent manner and
not only this he even
threatens to fail them
in the exam, if this is
disclosed. The vic-
timised girl had even
informed that the
Associate Prof. has
threatened her with
death, if she discloses
or approaches Police.
She also charged that
the Associate Prof. has
made victim of inde-
cent behaviour with
other girls.

It was based upon the
complaint the police
from Mahila Thana
nabbed the Associate
Professor.

Raipur, Dec 23: 

Alumni Association of
GEC NIT Raipur in asso-
ciation with National
Institute of Technology
Raipur is organising the
Annual Alumni Day 2022
in synchronisation with
Diamond Jubilee of 1962
batch, Golden Jubilee
Reunion of 1972 batch,
Coral Reunion of 1987

batch and Silver Jubilee
Reunion of 1997 batch on
25th December 2022. Dr.
(Mrs.) A.B. Soni, Director
(I/C), NIT Raipur is pre-
siding over the same as
the Chief Guest.

Various Branch-wise
Departmental visits and
faculty interactions for
accessing and thereby,
contributing in accelerat-
ing the growth of the in-

stitute will be the prime
traction of the event.
Additionally, the
Conference Hall and
Meeting Room at Golden
Tower for Alumni shall
be inaugurated. The
event will witness a high-
ly enthralling and enter-
prising interaction and
get-together of the highly
acclaimed alumni of the
institute.

Annual alumni day-2022 celebrations at NIT Raipur Free physiotherapy camp

begins at FURNIT MART 
RRaaiippuurr::  Free Physiotherapy Camp
has started on December 22 at
Furnit Mart, HIG 28, Shankar Nagar
Sector-2 in memory of late
Bhimchand Kothari. The camp will
continue till 25th December. A team
of Physiotherapy specialist doctors
from Udaipur, Rajasthan is providing
services in this camp organized by
Vishwa Hindu Parishad Sewa
Vibhag. The camp starts from 10 am
to 1 pm and till 7 pm in the evening.
Free services are being provided to
the patients in the camp.

Raipur, Dec 23:

Preparations have in-
tensified at the adminis-
trative level for the first in-
ternational cricket match
to be held next month at
the Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh Stadium in Nava
Raipur. Officials of
Chhattisgarh Cricket
Association held a meet-
ing with Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure and
SSP Prashant Agrawal at
Red Cross Building here
recently.

Special emphasis was
laid at the meeting by the
officers on completing all
the preparations on time
keeping in mind the facili-
ties of the visitors along
with the security.
Chhattisgarh Cricket
Association President
Baldev Singh Bhatia,
Additional Collector NR
Sahu and Additional SP
Jayprakash Badai, Kirtan
Rathore were also present
in the meeting.

All necessary arrange-
ments for the first interna-

tional cricket match were
discussed. The officials of
the Cricket Association
spoke on the resources
available at the stadium
and the cooperation ex-
pected from the district ad-
ministration. Cleanliness
of the stadium, repair of
chairs and security of vol-
unteers were discussed.
Facility of ambulance
with fire fighting and med-
ical staff will be made
available at all the entry
gates. Halogen bulbs in
stadium’s floodlights will
also be replaced with
LEDs.

Necessary preparations
for parking arrangements
around the stadium prem-
ises during the match
were also discussed in the
meeting. Security
arrangements with ade-
quate lights etc. at the
parking lots, arrangement
of adequate number of
sanitation workers and
other necessary machines
and equipment for clean-
ing in the stadium premis-
es, leveling of parking lots,
facilities for spectators in
the stadium were also dis-
cussed. The Collector
asked the representatives
of the Cricket Association
to make adequate number
of ticket counters for the
match.

Preparations begin for first
Int’nl cricket match in Raipur

 Meeting of 
representatives of CCA
and Collector-SSP

 Medical and fire
brigade to be arranged
at every entry

Raipur, Dec 23:

In the new year there
were plans to consume
foreign liquors worth
lakhs in the big parties in
the hotels of capital city.
And in view of this the
Excise Department took
prompt action and seized
IMFL liquor in large
quantity from Haryana
and Kolkata.

The Excise team acting
on tip from an informer
seized smugglers carry-
ing 81.75 lakh lts of
Foreign Liquor illegally
being transported in
Volkswagon Vento Car
bearing No. CG 05V 8811
worth Rs 7 lakh; one
Scooty bearing No. CG 06
GG 2650 and one
Splendor bearing No. OD
17H 0699.

The Excise team in-
formed that it was on tip
from an informer they
put a check-post near
Jaiswal Dabha in Mandir
Hasoud under Nava
Raipur circle and nabbed
the accused Ganesh Jaini
S/o Ramanand Jain R/o
Devpuri Raipur in his

Volkswagon Vento Car
with 72 bottles of IMFL of
Blender Pride’s brand
and with comment of
‘For Sale in Haryana
only’. Apart from this 54
lts and 6 Magnum bottles
of Johny Liver Black
Label and 4 Magnum bot-
tle of Gold Label foreign

liquor was seized from
his possession. A case
under section 34 (2), 36, 59
(K) of Excise Act has
been filed against him
and all liquor seized.

Similarly the other ac-
cused, Loknath Kosale
S/o Omprakash R/o
Jamgaon Dhamtari, was
nabbed with 8 bottles of
Blender’s Pride with
same remark of ‘for sale
in Haryana’ in his Scooty
bearing No. CG 06 GG
2650 and 2 Magnum
Bottle of Monkey Soldier
IMFL and a case under
section 34 (2), 36 and 59
(K) of Excise Act was
filed against him.

In another case, one
Harishankar Jaiswal S/o
Omprakash R/o Purgaon
District Balodabazar was
nabbed with 9 bottles of
Bleder’s Pride and 3
Magnum bottles of
Johnliver Black Label
and case was filed against
him as well.

Excise team seize 81.75 lakh lts of foreign liquor
Being smuggled to capital city for New Year celebrations

 All labels were 
marked ‘For Sale in
Haryana Only’

Raipur, Dec 23: Five
members of inter-state
gang have been arrested
for allegedly duping peo-
ple of lakhs of rupees on
the pretext of providing
jobs. All the members of
gang were allegedly in-
volved in duping people
on pretext of providing
jobs in different depart-
ments. So far the gang
has allegedly duped peo-
ple across the country of
more than Rs 50 lakh.

According to informa-
tion available the gang
had allegedly duped one
Tirith Bai Bhardwaj of
Rs 46,600 on the pretext
of providing job in
Indigo Airlines. Tirith
Bai Bhardwaj had lodged
complaint with Kotwali
Police. The complainant
alleged that she received
calls from one Shruti
Sharma from mobile
number 8979488034 and
Kavya Verma from mo-
bile number 9760835263
during the period be-
tween July 10 and July
22. Both of them had
taken total amount of Rs
46,600 in installments

from the complainant on
the pretext of providing
job in Indigo Airlines.

All arrested members
of the gang are residents
of Delhi. They carried
out plans of cheating
people from a rented flat
in Shashi Nagar. Police
have recovered 12 mobile
phones, 8 ATM cards of
different bank accounts,
8 sim cards of different
mobile companies from
their possession. Kotwali
Police have registered
crime under Section 420,
34 IPC against them.

Arrested members are
23-year old Rohan Tank,
resident of Mandawali
Fazalpur Madhuvihar,
34-year old Arjun Tank,
resident of C-238
Chandravihar Badawali
Thana Madhuvihar
Delhi, 24-year old
Satyendra Tiwari, resi-
dent of Jwalpuri Cab No
04-1-92, 26-year old Sunny
Deda, resident of 56
Village Kondali, New
Ashok Nagar and Vikas
Shukla (27) resident of
M-A-2 Dilshad Garden,
Simapuri Delhi.

Inter-state gang 
duping people in the name

of employment busted

Action against

illegal parking
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2233::  In order to keep
the traffic system of the capital
Raipur smooth and safe, 50 digital
hi-tech e-challan device machines
were made available by SBI Bank
to the Traffic Police Raipur on the
instructions of Senior
Superintendent of Police, District
Raipur, Prashant Agrawal. The e-
challan device machine is being
used for the last three days in
action against those parking their
vehicles on no parking areas.
Keeping in view the convenience
of the drivers, facility has been
made available in digital hi-tech
e-challan device machines to pay
challan through credit, debit,
swipe and QR code. Facility has
also been made available to take
action on the spot against the
vehicles parked at no parking.
Driver can get his challan online
on the spot through a link on his
registered mobile number imme-
diately after photography of the
vehicle and pasting of the challan
on the vehicle. Action is being
taken with the said device against
the vehicles parked at no parking
which are obstructing the traffic
on the main roads and market
areas of the city. In last 03 days
action was taken against more
than 500 people for parking their
vehicles in no parking.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2233::

Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar on Thursday
distributed subsidy amounting
to Rs 80 lakh 37 thousand 128
to 404 beneficiaries across the
state under Electric Vehicle
(EV) Policy 2022. He congratu-
lated the beneficiaries and said
that every possible initiative is
being taken as per directions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to promote electric vehicles in
Chhattisgarh.

Transport Minister Akbar
said on the occasion that any
person who purchases an elec-
tric vehicle is entitled to the
subsidy provided by the state
government. For this, they
have to provide the account
number and IFSC code to the
vehicle seller/dealer. 10 per

cent of the value of the vehicle,
a maximum of Rs 1.5 lakh, will
be directly transferred to the
account of the e-vehicle buyer
by the transport department.

Secretary Transport S.
Prakash, Transport
Commissioner Dipanshu Kabra,
Joint Transport Commissioner
Vedvrat Sirmour, RTO Raipur
Shailabh Sahu, and Scientist
Amit Dewangan were present
on the occasion.

Transport Minister Akbar
said on the occasion that it is
the need of the hour to pro-
mote the use of electric vehi-
cles in view of the persisting
global problem of air pollution
tooday. 

In keeping with this spirit, all
possible help is being provided
by the state government to
encourage the mission to pro-

mote electric vehicles in
Chhattisgarh. Subsidies are
being distributed to attract
buyers to purchase e-vehicles.

Transport Minister further
informed that petrol and diesel
are being used for the opera-
tion of vehicles in
Chhattisgarh. For the fulfill-
ment of the same, there is
dependence on other countries
and their prices are also rising
continuously. In such a situa-
tion, the electric vehicle has
emerged as a good alternative
and we need to adopt this.

On the occasion, Automobile
Dealers Association office-
bearers heaped praise on the
efforts being made by the state
government saying that
Chhattisgarh is the only state
in the country to give subsidies
even for hybrid vehicles.
Transport Minister Akbar also
had a virtual discussion with
the Chamber of Commerce
President Amar Parwani,
F.A.D.A. President Manish
Singhania, RADA President
Vivek Garg, Anil Agrawal, and
other automobile dealers and
beneficiaries.

Ch’garh govt providing 10% subsidy
on purchase of e-vehicles: Akbar

Raipur, Dec 23:
Padmavati Film
Production Company in
association with Myra
events will be organising
India International
Fashion Show and Expo
from February 2 and 5.
This event will give the
contestants a chance to
represent themselves on
international level with
specialised training, said
Shree Kumar, Director,
Padmavati Film
Production Company and
Nikita Patole, internation-
al crown holder while
speaking to the scribes
here. They said that event
aim to showcase design tal-
ent from across India and

give models a platform,
from which to kick-start
their careers. The audi-
tions will be held in differ-
ent states - Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Calcutta,
Rajasthan and Hyderabad.
The online auditions have
started and limited seats
are available. The grand fi-
nale event will be organ-
ised on February 5 at Hotel
Triton, Raipur and Chief
Guest of the function will
be Chief MInister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Bollywood celebrities will
also participate in the
event. The event is sup-
ported by Angshuman
Shashi, MD, Daiichi
Hotels.

India International Fashion
Show to be held from Feb 2

Raipur, Dec 23: 

Central Bank of India
inaugurated its 50th Cash
Live ATM at Bemetara.
The inauguration was
done by well know figure
and philanthropist of
Bemetara, Dilip Saluja.
On the occasion Branch
Head, Manoj Bharti, offi-
cers/staff of Bemetara
branch and large number
of valued customers of the
Bank were also present.

Bank’s Regional Head,
Shailesh Verma informed
that Central Bank of India
is celebrating 112th
Founder’s Day and to com-
memorate this event large
number of ATMs are  also
being inaugurated along
the length and breadth of
the country. Raipur
Region will be inaugurat-
ing another 30 ATMs at
various places by the end
of the Financial Year
March 2023.

Central Bank inaugurates 50th Cash Live ATM
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Kasdol, Dec 23:

CM during Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan in Gram
Lahod of Kasdol
Assembly Constituency
announced for construc-
tion of government high
school building in Kharri
and Deorikala village;
Primary School Hardi to
be upgraded as middle
school Nagar Panchayat,
renaming Balar dam of
Kasdol after former minis-
ter Kanhaiya Lal Sharma
and took feedback from
villagers.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
reached Lahod village of
Kasdol assembly con-
stituency under
Balodabazar-Bhatapara
district on December 22 as
a part of his mammoth
public interaction drive
'Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan'
across the state. He was ac-
corded a warm welcome
by the local public repre-
sentatives and officials on
his arrival at the helipad.
He interacted with the
public and took feedback
about the implementation
of the schemes of the state
government. He inaugu-
rated and performed
Bhoomipujan of 46 devel-
opment works worth Rs
52.41 lakh in the village
Lahod of Balodabazaar-
Bhatapara district. This
includes the inauguration
of 21 works worth Rs 39.31
cr and Bhoomipujan of 25
works worth more than Rs

13 crore.
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel said that the
Godhan Nyaya Yojana has
become a source of in-
come for cow herders.
People are now opting for
animal husbandry for
their livelihood. He fur-
ther said that under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, the amount is
being paid to the farmers
in four installments and
improving the economic
condition of the farmers.
Agriculture has now be-
come a profitable busi-
ness. The income of the
farmers has increased.
Gauthans have been con-
structed in the villages,
which are developing as
livelihood centers.

CM took feedback
from villagers

During the Jan-
Chaupal, a student named
Bhesram Patel and other
students requested the
cancellation of the trans-
fer order of the teacher
Mamta Rathor who was

being transferred from
the school in Paijni. The
Chief Minister has given
instructions to the
Collector for required ac-
tion in this matter. Krish
Verma, a 7th-grade stu-
dent of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School,
stated that impoverished
pupils too have access to
free English education
while Krish Verma told
the Chief Minister that
he has designed a 3D
printer. Similarly, while
introducing herself in
English, class 7th student

Bhumi Verma stated that,
in addition to better stud-
ies, other activities for
physical and mental
growth are held on a reg-
ular basis at the school.
They also receive 5,000 ru-
pees annually as part of
the Mahtari Dular
Yojana. Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Yojana benefi-
ciary Mrs. Renu stated
that the scheme has made
a significant improve-
ment in her health and is
being utilized by other
women as well, while chil-
dren are also benefiting

from it. While being
asked about salt, sugar,
rice, gas cylinder, and
kerosene, Khamhariya-
resident Lileshwari
Daheriya said that she is
receiving ration, salt,
sugar, etc. regularly.
Mrityunjay Pandey of
Lavan told that he has re-
ceived the amount of all
the installments of paddy
procurement. He told that
under the Godhan Nyaya
Yojana, he has sold cow
dung worth Rs.1 lakh so
far. Java Bai Sarkor from
Sarkhor said that she

earned profits by selling
cow dung. She also said
that she is also selling
milk alongside cow dung
to earn profits. Palari's
farmer Premlal Verma
told that he suffered a lot
in poultry farming dur-
ing the COVID pandemic.
He has only one acre of
land, and now facing a lot
of problems. Hearing
this, the Chief Minister
instructed the Collector
to resolve the issue.

CM partakes lunch at
the house of a small
farmer in village Lahod

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
lunch at the house of a
small farmer and laborer
Mr. Aghnu Kosle. On this
occasion, the family
members of Kosle ac-
corded a traditional wel-
come to Chief Minister
with 'aarti' and applying
tilak. Baghel relished the
delicious taste of tradi-
tional dishes including
lal bhaji, palak bhaji,
kusum bhaji, hand grind-
ed tomato chutney, naval-
gol matar and aaloo-
bhata-rakhiya badi. He
interacted with all the
family members post-
meal and gave them gifts.
He offered prayers at the
Jaitkhamb located in
front of the house of
Mr.Aghnu Kosele in vil-
lage Lahod and wished
for the happiness, pros-
perity, and well-being of
the people of the state.

Farming has become a profitable
business in Ch'garh: Baghel

CM during Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan in Gram Lahod of Kasdol Assembly Constituency 

Announcements
made by CM

To open a SAGEMS and Power
Distribution Center in Lahod
Construction of a sports
complex in Lavan Nagar
Panchayat, renaming Balar
dam of Kasdol after former
minister Kanhaiya Lal Sharma
Primary School Hardi to be
upgraded as middle school
Construction of Govt High
School building in Kharri and
Deorikala village

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2233:: Delhi Public
School (DPS), Raipur rounded
off incredibly in various compe-
titions by hauling several Gold,
Silver and Bronze medals at the
CBSE Far East Zone
Championship in U-11, U-14 and
U-19 categories which has
paved their way to the nationals
to be held on Jan 9, 2023 at
Gurugram. The event attracted
many contenders from all pres-
tigious government and private
schools across India.  A robust
team of 32 contestants repre-
senting the school on the basis
of their previous stellar medal
tally at state level contested
and made a place among the
cream of creams. 

In the 300, 500 and 1000
metre skating competition,
Sahaj Sojwani, Vridhi Bhadwaj
and Aarya Singh clinched Gold,
Silver and Bronze respectively.
The lawn tennis team consisting
of Aryan Pandey, Shreya
Shadija and Sanika Sharmaat
also showcased their skill at
Bhuwaneshwar to register their
position in the Nationals to be
held at Delhi next year. At
Dibrugarh, the shuttlers in the
U-19 category triumphed push-
ing them into the National level
to be held in Rajasthan. Ishika
Parakh, Ishita Jain and Mimansa
Verma's performance at the
badminton court was lauded by
all the contestants. Tejasvi
Singh, Sunandini, Rewaraje
Verma and Aarushi Kapil Alwa
won bronze medals in the tour-
nament. Following their trail,

young judokasalso notched10
Gold, 5 Silver, 3 Bronze to grab
a place in the Nationals. Avi
Katre, Manoj Kaur, Pari Rajput,
Avani Dwivedi, Anvita
Vishwakarma, Pihu Singhal,
Dollies Dharyani, Deeva
Chhablani, Aditya Raje Singh
and Arnav Shrivastava clinched
Gold in the '25-40 kg' category
while the brilliant performances
of Anshika Jain, Arnav Kumar,
Avneet Kaur, Aarav Sharma and
Umang Jain brought in Silver.
Those adorned with Bronze
medal each, were Mainak
Dutta, Nityam Rathore and
ArchitVashishtha. A resounding
winagainst their adversaries in
various categories and swim-
ming styles to eventually haul 7
Gold, 22 Silver and 4 Bronze
made the swimmers ecstatic
and the school extremely proud
of them. Out of them 18 will be
joining the national squad for
another adventurous stint soon.
"Had it not been for our respec-
tive sports faculty at school, we
wouldn't have realized our
potentials," beamed the
Depsites. Congratulating them
over this major feat which has
induced them into the
Nationals, Principal, Mr.
Raghunath Mukherjee wished
the contenders success in their
fields. Pro Vice Chairman, Mr.
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and Senior
Members of the management
committee, Mr. Vijay Shah and
Mr. Pukhraj Jain also acknowl-
edged and appreciated their
assiduous performance.

DPStellars out to become
national champions

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2233::  

In awareness with reducing
risk and increasing awareness
regarding suicide, Columbia
College of Nursing, Raipur
organized 4th State level work-
shop on the theme 'Building
Awareness Reducing Risks:
Mental Health & Suicide'.

As suicide is the one of the
most common leading cause of
death worldwide, mental health
stigma causes many people to
silence, leading to further trau-
ma & pain. 

The Chief guest for the event
Mrs. Durgawati Kunjam,
Registrar, Chhattisgarh Nurses
Registration Council, Raipur
(C.G) graced us with her pres-
ence joined along with our
Guest of Honour, Harjeet Singh
Hura, Secretary Jan Pragati
Education Society, Guest of
Honour Ravinder Singh Hura,
Treasurer Jan Pragati Education
Society. DR (Mrs.) Anita
Dhagamwar, Principal of
Columbia College of Nursing,
The workshop started with a
lamp lighting ceremony accom-
panied by all the dignitaries.
Harjeet Singh Hura, the
Secretary of Jan Pragati

Education Society- Raipur deliv-
ered the welcome address and
quoted that it is essential to be
calm, open and non-judgemen-
tal to quickly reach out for pro-
fessional support in a suicide
related crisis. This was followed
by speech by Guest of Honour,
Treasurer of Jan Pragati
Education Society Ravinder
Singh Hura. He stated that talk-
ing to a friend or family mem-
ber about their feelings can be
extremely difficult for anyone
and the best way to find out is
to ask or talk to a close person.
Chief Guest of the function
Durgawati Kunjam, Registrar,
Chhattisgarh Nurses
Registration Council Raipur,
asks all to share knowledge and

experience and inspiration. It
takes a lot of courage to help
someone who is suicidal.
Witnessing a loved one dealing
with thoughts about ending
their own life can stir up many
difficult emotions, she added. 

Followed by unfolding of
theme by Prof. (Dr.) Mrs. Anita
Dhagamwar, Principal,
Columbia College of Nursing,
said that suicide is a multifac-
eted problem and hence suicide
prevention programmes should
also be multidimensional.
Afterwards four sessions were
taken to conclude the aware-
ness programe.  Prof. (Dr.) Mrs.
Anita Dhagamwar, Principal,
Columbia College of Nursing
said that the leading incidence

causes for suicide calls atten-
tion to the fact that suicide
occurs at all ages and that sui-
cide prevention and interven-
tion strategies may be adapted
to meet the needs of different
age groups. Prof. Dr. Roja
Princy, Professor of PG College
of Nursing, Durg, Chhattisgarh
gave an insight regarding stig-
ma myths and misperception
regarding stigma. Prof. Neetu
Tripathi, Associate Professor, of
Govt. College of Nursing Raipur
informed about the risk popula-
tion who are more prone to
commit suicide  Mamta Shashi,
Associate Professor, of
Government College of Nursing,
Durg took the session on suicide
prevention and creating aware-
ness.  By creating hope through
action, we can signal to people
experiencing suicidal thoughts
that there is hope and that we
care and want to support them.
Vote of thanks is been delivered
by Deepali Para, Associate
Professor, The Organizing
Committee For The Day Were
Deepali Para Masih. Associate
Professor, Sunidhi Rai Assistant
Professor, Rahul George Clinical
Instructor and all faculty mem-
bers.

State Level Workshop held in Columbia College of Nursing
On the subject 'Building Awareness Reducing Risks: Mental Health & Suicide'

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  2233::  

On Good Governance Week,
a workshop was organized in
the auditorium of Shaheed
Gundadhur Agriculture
College, Kumhrawand.
Collector Chandan Kumar said
that successfully delivering
services to the citizens is
good governance. That's why
the theme of Good
Governance Week has been
kept towards village adminis-
tration. The Collector said
that a mechanism has been
developed to deliver the serv-
ices to the citizens, which is
the administration. To provide
these services to the citizens,
we need to work with trans-
parency, sensitivity and
promptness. 

While it is necessary to act
with responsibility and
accountability to deliver the
services to the citizens,
prompt response is also
essential. The collector said
that we are fortunate that we
are working in the digital age.

Digitization has increased the
speed of work as well as
improved its monitoring.
Through this, the work of tak-
ing the schemes of the gov-
ernment to the ground level
can be done easily. Feedback
is also being taken from the
beneficiaries regarding the
quality of the services provid-
ed. He said that the arrange-
ment of the Rural Secretariat
was made earlier, which was
completely physical. But now
digital medium has also been
added to it. Due to this, the
action taken on the applica-
tions made by the villagers is

being easily monitored. At the
same time, this medium is
also establishing dialogue
between the administration
and the beneficiary, which is
an essential link of good gov-
ernance. Similarly, through
Vidyajatan, the work of moni-
toring schools is being done
through digital medium.
Through this, the presence of
teachers and children in
schools, the quality of mid-
day meals in schools, the sta-
tus of buildings, toilets, drink-
ing water and sanitation is
now easily known through an
app. On this occasion, District

Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer Prakash Sarve said
that due to the implementa-
tion of the concept of good
governance, the work of the
beneficiaries is now being
done at the village level itself,
so that they do not need to
reach higher offices. 

Along with this, the Mitan
scheme has also been started
by the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, through which doorstep
service is being provided to
the people. Additional
Collector Haresh Mandavi
also addressed the program
on the occasion. On this occa-
sion, Joint Collector Ms.
Aastha Rajput, Jagdalpur Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Nandkumar Choubey, Bastar
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Omprakash Verma, Tokapal
Sub-Divisional Officer Sanjay
Vishwakarma along with
Nodal Officer of Rural
Secretariat and district level,
block level and cluster level
officers of Education
Department were present.

Successful delivery of services to 
citizens is good governance: Collector 

Workshop organized on Good Governance Week

Raipur, Dec 23:

The players from
Chhattisgarh participat-
ed in the 3rd Eklavya
National Sports Festival
held at Guntur, Andhra
Pradesh. They show-
cased their dynamic and
spectacular performance
at the event.
Chhattisgarh secured
the fifth position in the
competition with a total
of 58 medals. This in-
cludes 26 gold, 12 silver
and 20 bronze medals.
The National Sports
Festival concluded on
December 22, 2022.

Children of Eklavya
Adarsh Residential
Schools from 22 states
participated in this
sports competition, and
around 288 children from
Eklavya schools of
Chhattisgarh participat-
ed in this competition.

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel congrat-
ulated the players on
their achievements. He
said that along with bet-
ter education in Eklavya
Adarsh Residential
School, they also focus

on the mental and physi-
cal health of the chil-
dren. As a result of this,
the children are perform-
ing well at the national
level and making every-
one proud. Scheduled
Castes and Tribes
Development Minister
Dr. Premsai Singh
Tekam, Secretary Mr.
D.D. Singh and
Commissioner Mrs.
Shammi Abidi have also
congratulated the play-
ers on this wonderful
achievement and wished

them a bright future.
Chhattisgarh players

performed excellent in
athletics and bagged a
total of 20 medals includ-
ing 13 gold, 3 silver, and 4
bronze. In swimming, a
total of 16 medals includ-
ing 8 gold, 6 silver, and 2
bronze and in
wrestling,10 medals in-
cluding 3 gold, 2 silver,
and 5 bronze were won
by players. Along with
this, 3 medals including 1
Gold, 2 Bronze in Chess,
1 Gold in Kho-Kho

(Boys), 1 Silver in Judo,
and 2 Bronze in Yoga
were won by players. 1
bronze was received each
in Badminton, Kabaddi
(Boys), Handball (Boys)
and Kho-Kho (Girls) and
1 silver medal in
weightlifting.

Arjun Kovachi, a stu-
dent of Eklavya Adarsh
Residential School based
in Antagarh Kanker, per-
formed brilliantly in the
competition by winning
a gold medal in 800m,
1500m and 4x400m races
and a silver medal in
400m race. Similarly,
Sonadai Kashyap of
Eklavya Tokapal of
Bastar district won a
gold medal in 400m, 200m
and 100m race, Bhumika
Rathia of Eklavya
Charratangar in Raigarh
and Tania Singh of
Eklavya Palarikhurd in
Sakti won a gold medal
in the high jump. Sohan
Oraon won 03 gold
medals in the under-14
swimming category.

Ch'garh secures fifth place with 58 medals 
Excellent performance by Arjun Kovachi of Antagarh: won three gold and one silver

 In Eklavya National
Sports Festival

 Players performed well
in athletics, swimming
and wrestling

 CM Baghel and Minister
Dr. Tekam 
congratulated all players

Raipur, Dec 23: 

The Centre for
Development of
Telematics (C-DOT), the
premier Telecom R&D
Centre of the
Department of
Telecommunications,
Ministry of
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Government of India, re-
cently organised a three-
day National Workshop
on Cryptology -
NWC2022, in association
with Cryptology
Research Society of
India (CRSI) and IEEE
Communications Society
at Delhi.

The workshop was con-
ducted as part of the
' A z a d i - K a - A m r i t -
Mahotsav' with the
theme 'Advancements in
Cryptology for enhanc-
ing security & privacy in
communication net-
works'. The workshop

witnessed enriching
talks by eminent experts
and field veterans on
novel dimensions of ad-
vanced Cryptology with
key focus on building se-
cure and robust net-
works.

Dr. Dhiman Saha,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Electrical
Engineering and
Computer Science, IIT
Bhilai represented the
institute and presented a
talk on 'Perspectives on
light weight cipher de-
sign'. NWC 2022 aimed to
bring all the relevant
stakeholders on a com-
mon platform to deliber-
ate upon various contem-
porary themes in the

field of Cryptology span-
ning Cyber Security,
Quantum Computing,
P o s t - Q u a n t u m
C r y p t o g r a p h y ,
Blockchain technology,
H o m o m o r p h i c
Encryption, Key
Management and
Cryptography in
Telecom networks with
focus on Wireless and
Satellite communication.
The participating insti-
tutes and organisations
also displayed posters
highlighting their cut-
ting-edge initiatives in
the area of Cryptology.
There were also poster
presentations from mul-
tiple research groups of
IIT Bhilai.

IIT Bhilai invited at the 
‘National Workshop on Cryptology’ 
 Organised by C-DOT



Central Chronicle News

AArraanngg,,  DDeecc  2233:: State President of
BJP Scheduled Caste Morcha and
advocate in the High Court, Naveen
Markandey, has strongly criticized
the government, on the subject of
reservation. Markandeya has al-
leged that the ongoing deadlock on

the issue of reservation in
Chhattisgarh is fabricat-
ed by the Congress gov-
ernment of the state and
the government is delib-
erately taking such deci-
sions with the aim of mis-
leading and deceiving the
public, whose implemen-

tation at the ground level is like a
daydream which has nothing to
do with reality.  Markandeya fur-
ther alleged that in view of the by-
election in the Bhanupratappur
assembly constituency, which has
a majority of Scheduled Tribes,
the government got the reserva-
tion bill passed by convening a

special session in a
hurry to throw dust in
the eyes of the public
and save its reputation,
but very few know that
it has cleverly deliber-
ately allowed several
constitutional hurdles
to remain in the bill so

that the youth of Chhattisgarh
can be deprived of the benefits of
reservation. In case the status quo
of 2012 is maintained, a provision
of 16 per cent reservation should
be made for the Scheduled Castes
while the government is adamant
on giving only 13 per cent reser-
vation, he said. 

Central Chronicle News

KKaassddooll,,  DDeecc  2233::  The region is
awaiting a high-level bridge
near Mahanadi River Aniket
and Madakada and on the first
arrival of the Chief Minister in
Kasadol, the people are believ-
ing that the long-awaited de-
mands will be fulfilled. 

Same way there is also de-
mand for construction of
Kasdol- Sirpur Road as stu-
dents studying in high school
and higher secondary school

have to go to Putpura, but they
have to face great difficulties
due to the muddy road. 

Upon the arrival of the head
of the state, the villagers are
going to meet him and demand
the construction of the
road.Kasadol region of
Transmahanadi has a glorious
history where Pt Ravi Shankar
Shukla, Mini Mata, Bhupendra
Nath Mishra and Dr.

Kanhaiyalal Sharma who
brought Kasadol from zero to
hundred have also represented
this region where education,
health, irrigation, With the pas-
sage of time, the people's ex-
pectations increased and they
were fulfilled. 

Today, the state is ruled by a
competent government, and
the people's hopes are bound-
ed by it.

Govt’s hand behind the deadlock 
on reservation: Markandey

Central Chronicle News

BBiillhhaa,,  DDeecc  2233:: India's great
Mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan's birth anniversary
was celebrated on 22nd
December in a unique way by
Swami Atmanand Government
English Medium School
(SAGEMS) Lingiyadih.  Breaking
the perception of the monotony
of mathematics, the students of
the school presented music, at-
tractive costumes and dialogue
delivery and the research done
on mathematics in a very at-
tractive way.

The role play based on the
life of the great Mathematician
Shri Ramanujan was enthralled
by the children of Classes VIII
and X in which Shubhendu,
Devendra, Nidhi, Kanchan,
Prabha, Akanksha, Prakash,
Prince, Himanshu, Shiva and
Renu performed brilliantly. 

Primary school children per-

formed Maths Parade, dressed
up as Indian mathematicians as
well as different mathematical
shapes.   Divya Sahu got first
position dressed up as calcula-
tor, Shaurya Yadav got second
position as a zero and Ruchi
Dewangan got third position as
a protector. Maths quiz was
also organized for children of
all age groups whose interest-
ing questions tickled the kids a
lot. The Aryabhatta team got
the first place in this competi-
tion, in which Devanshi Gupta,

Himanshu Shrivas, Aditi
Dewangan and Mansi Sharma
were. Along with this, an exhi-
bition of math model was also
exhibited in which mathemat-
ical facts were proved well.
Mayank Verma secured the
first position, Sumit Gupta
and Deeksha Gangwani se-
cured the second and third
positions respectively.

In order to make the pro-
gram a success, teachers of
Mathematics, Mrs. Leena
Kaushik, Mrs. Richa Tiwari,

Mrs. Kavita Singh Chandel,
Mrs. Varsha Pandey and Mr.
Dinesh Kumar Burman, under
the proper guidance of
Principal Dr. MK Mishra, have
created attraction for the fu-
ture generation towards the
subject of mathematics, in-
forms Principal SAGEMS in a
press release.

Road and bridge construction
demanded by residents

Jain community protest against 
declaration of Holy shrine as tourist spot

Central Chronicle News

Nandini- Ahiwara, Dec 23:
On the call of December 21
for All India Bandh by All
Jain Samaj, Ahiwara (
AJS) Jain Sri Sangh held a
peaceful protest rally in
Ahiwara Nagar and
protested against the decla-
ration of the Holy shrine of
Jainism as a tourist area.
Along with this, children
and students of Jain socie-
ty Ahiwara also took a one
day holiday from school
and college.

As per news informa-
tion's, the holy shrine of
Jains located in Girdih dis-
trict of Jharkhand state,
Shri Sammed Shikhar in
the  Parasnath mountain
area has been announced
by the Jharkhand govern-
ment as a tourist spot and
since then, anger has aris-

en among the Jainism fol-
lowers of the whole of
India regarding this issue.
In view of which Indian
every city of the state, peo-
ple of the Jain community
are protesting the with-
drawal of this proposal by

taking to the streets.
In this protest rally of

Ahiwara Samaj, former
Parliamentary Secretary of
the society Lavchand
Bafna, President of
Ahiwara Jain Sri Sangh
and Congress leader

Kailash Nahata,
Dharamchand Bafna,
Chanchal Bafna, Santosh
Bafna, Nemichand Bader,
Lavchand Khajanchi,
Karumal Jain, Pradeep
Kochhar, Shankarlal Bohra
and many others took part.

Sahispara Primary School
gets a ‘Train Look’

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 23:
'Sahispara Primary
School' near the ancient
Dattatreya Temple in the
city has suddenly be-
come a topic of discus-
sion these days, as people
are amazed to see this
school building which
has taken the shape of a
train with compartments
and windows.

As per information, the
school has been painted
by the education admin-
istration and after that,
the painters gave the look
of the train and wherev-
er there is a window of
the room, there is also a
window in the train. The
image of the train has
been perfectly set on this

building and passerby's
are mesmerized by this
sight.

It is known that Rs
25000 has been spent in
painting this building
and Nemi Sahu, the prin-

cipal reader of the
school, said that the
schools gets funds ac-
cording to the number of
children enrolled every
year and . Last year
minor repairs were done

to the building from this
point and later the school
was painted.

Presently there are 3
teachers and 35 students
studying in this school
from class 1 to 5, he said.
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p In SAGEMS Lingiyadih

CTA meets ADEO regarding problems
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 23:
State and district offi-
cials of Chhattisgarh
Teachers Association
(CTA) met Assistant
District Education
Officer Aditya Khare on
December 20 in the ab-
sence of the District
Education Officer and
expressed their anger
over the non-resolution
of local problems.

On this occasion, Vice
President and Divisional

Incharge Vinod Gupta
District Chairman Gopi
Verma District Secretary
Jeevan Verma District
Treasurer Hans  Kumar
Meshram District Media
In charge Devendra
Sahu District
Spokesperson Manoj
Verma District General
Secretary and Rajesh
Sahu District General
Secretary Sandeep Sahu
Block Secretary
Dongargaon Kisan
Deshmukh were present.

Discussing the meet,

District President Gopi
Verma said that some of
the principal are dis-
criminating against the
teachers. He said that
Raju Mahobe Principal
Parasbod Development
Block Rajnandgaon en-
tered the name of Sonia
Sahu in the service
book, due to which the
said lecturer has not
been able to get 1
month's salary.

On the other hand, in
the ambitious plan of the
government, Aarti Sahu,

lecturer of Hindi has
been selected for deputa-
tion in Atmaram Best
School, Government
U.M.S. From Moodhipar,
but the principal there,
Mamta Gupta has still
not relived the teacher
for deputation.

It has been also alleged
that the promotion from
assistant teacher to
higher category has
been published by the
Joint Director
Education Durg
Division which is faulty

and the names of the
teachers of the Faculty
of Commerce are not in-
cluded in the ongoing
seniority list along with
the said teachers.

The Association has
demanded from the dis-
trict education officer to
take disciplinary action
on both the principals
and to order the union-
ization of the qualified
teachers of Dongargarh
and to improve the sen-
iority list and include
the commerce faculty.

Maths Parade, Quiz mark Ramanujan’s birth anniv
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CHARIOT PROCESSION

Devotees take part in a chariot procession with the ‘Thanga Anki’ to be placed on the Ayyappa idol for Mandala
Pooja at Sabarimala, leaving the Aranmula Parthasarathy Temple, in Pathanamthitta, Friday.

ROAD CAVES

Vehicles sink into a huge crater formed after a portion of road caves in, at Goshamahal area in Hyderabad, Friday.

BRIEF

Highway crash 
 Saharanpur (UP):

Two men were killed
in a collision between
a car and a mini-truck
on the Delhi-
Yamunotri National
Highway in this dis-
trict, police said on
Friday. Shahrukh (18)
and Arif (20), resi-
dents of Babil Buzurg
village, were travel-
ling by car at around
11 pm on Thursday
when it collided with a
DCM (mini-truck) on
the highway in Behat
police station area, SP
(Rural) Suraj Rai said.

Hit and run 
 Jammu: A man was

arrested here on
Friday, 22 years after
causing a death by
rash driving in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict, officials said.
Based on specific in-
formation, a police
team repeated raids
and arrested Bopinder
Singh, the accused,
from Reasi. Singh was
in hiding since the
commission of the
crime in 2000 and
therefore he could 
not be apprehended,
they said.

Leopard dies 
 Panaji: A leopard

died after getting
trapped in a wired
snare on the outskirts
of the Mhadei Wildlife
Sanctuary in Sattari
taluka of North Goa, a
Forest department of-
ficial said on Friday.
The carcass of the full-
grown leopard was
found near Kopordem
village on Friday
morning and the ani-
mal is believed to have
died during the inter-
vening night of
Thursday and Friday,
he said, adding the
wired snare was laid
on the border of the
sanctuary.

Woman injured
 Mandsaur: A 65-year-

old woman was in-
jured after she jumped
out of a running ex-
press train that she
had boarded by mis-
take at Ratlam railway
station in Madhya
Pradesh, a Western
Railway official said
on Friday. The inci-
dent was captured on
a CCTV camera. The
woman, Sagar Bai,
was supposed to board
a train for Nagda sta-
tion on Thursday af-
ternoon but she board-
ed the Ernakulam-
Hazrat Nizamuddin
superfast train by mis-
take, the official said.

Haats reopen
 Agartala: The two

border haats of
Tripura for trade with
Bangladesh, which
were shut down be-
cause of the Covid
pandemic, will be re-
opened for normal
trade “very soon”, a
senior official said on
Friday. The two border
haats - one at Srinagar
in South Tripura dis-
trict and Kamalasagar
in Sepahijala were
closed suspending bi-
lateral trade with
Bangladesh when
Covid hit the state in
April, 2020.

West Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose with his wife
Lakshmi Ananda Bose after
the inauguration of annual

flower show at West Bengal
Legislative Assembly lawn,

in Kolkata, Friday.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI):

The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) approached the
Delhi High Court on
Friday against an order of
the Lokpal of India direct-
ing a CBI investigation
against its officials on the
basis of a complaint about
alleged illegal and unau-
thorised constructions in
the city.

Justice Prathiba M
Singh, while refusing to
pass an interim order of
stay “at this stage” de-
ferred the hearing till
January 5.

She asked the counsel
for the petitioner to serve a
copy of the petition to the
Lokpal in the meantime.

Senior counsel
Rajshekhar Rao, appear-
ing for the municipal body,
urged the court to stay fur-
ther proceedings. The
judge, however, said she
will pass an order of stay
if a case is made out

against the MCD on the
next date of hearing.

“Lokpal is consisting of
three members with a re-
tired high court judge...
Once the Lokpal has con-
sidered the matter, there
are some reasons. I have to
hear them,” said the court.

“List on January 5.
Advance intimation be
given to the respondent
Lokpal,” it ordered.

Rao contended that if
CBI a investigation is of-
fered in a case such as the
present one, “nobody
would be able to do their
work” and, by the same
logic, a probe should also
be ordered against the po-
lice for crimes in the city.

The court, however,
said, “MCD can’t be equat-
ed with Delhi police” and
voiced its concern with re-
spect to illegal structures.

“MCD engineers are a
problem. Unauthorised
construction, encroach-
ment, everything takes
place. Something has to be

done,” the court said.
“If you make out a case

on the next date, I will stay
the proceedings,” it said.

The complainant
Vikram Singh Saini, a for-
mer General Secretary of
Samajwadi Yuvjan Sabha,
made a complaint in
December 2021 against
certain MCD officials, al-
leging certain “illegal con-
structions” in South Delhi
were because of their con-
duct.

The said officials have
also been named as peti-
tioners in the case along
with the MCD.

In the petition filed
through lawyer Sanjay
Vashisht, the MCD
claimed that the com-
plainant, without follow-
ing the requisite proce-
dure, filed a “frivolous, un-
substantiated and a vague
complaint” to the Lokpal
and the same does not
even make allegations
with respect to corrupt ac-
tivities.

MCD moves HC against
Lokpal order for CBI

probe against officials

Kolkata, Dec 23 (PTI):

The Calcutta High
Court on Friday directed
that a deputy inspector
general (DIG)-ranked offi-
cer of the CID will super-
vise the investigation into
the unnatural death of
Lalan Sheikh, the main ac-
cused in the massacre of
ten people at Birbhum’s
Bogtui, in CBI custody.

Directing the parties in
the matter to file affidavits
stating their respective po-
sition in the petition by the
CBI, the court said that it
will consider the central
agency’s prayer for the
transfer of investigation
into Lalan’s unnatural
death after the filing of the
affidavits. Justice Jay

Sengupta directed that a
DIG-ranked officer of the
state CID will supervise
the investigation being
carried out by the agency.

He directed the parties
in the petition — the CID,
the CBI and the widow of
Lalan Sheikh to file affi-
davits on their position on
the central agency’s peti-
tion by January 5, when
the matter will be taken up
for hearing again. The CBI
made the application be-
fore the court seeking
transfer of the case on
Lalan’s unnatural death
from the state CID to
NHRC’s director general
or to the CBI itself. Lalan’s
body was found hanging
on December 12 from a
shower stand at CBI’s

camp office in Rampurhat,
which was set up to inves-
tigate the Bogtui killings.
On an order of the high
court, the central agency is
investigating the killing of
ten persons, who were
charred to death inside
their houses which were
set on fire in a reprisal to
the murder of a Trinamool
Congress deputy panchay-
at chief on March 21 at
Bogtui village in Birbhum
district’s Rampurhat. The
widow in her complaint
before the police at
Rampurhat police station
alleged that her husband
was murdered and named
several CBI officials, in-
cluding a superintendent
of police (SP) and a deputy
inspector general (DIG).

DIG-level officer to supervise
CID probe into Lalan’s death: HC

New Delhi, Dec 23

(PTI):

The Delhi High Court
has granted bail to a 20-
year-old man in a rape
and POCSO case arising
out of “juvenile romance”
while noting that the girl
herself offered to stand as
“surety” for him for his
release. While dealing
with the bail plea of the
boy in the FIR registered
at the insistence of the
girl’s mother, Justice
Anup Jairam Bhambhani
said that prima-facie,
there was a consensual
physical relationship be-
tween the petitioner and
the girl who were 18 and
17 years old, respectively,
at the relevant time. The

petitioner’s lawyer argued
that it was a case of juve-
nile romance and the girl
‘X’ - who is now a major -
regards the petitioner as
her husband and wished
to live with him. The
judge directed the release
of the petitioner, who was
in custody for over 22
months, on personal bond
of Rs10,000 with two local
sureties and said this was
a “sui-generis” case as “X
has even offered to stand
‘surety’ for the petitioner
if he is admitted to bail,
since it would appear that
‘X’ would perhaps be the
only local surety available
to the petitioner, who oth-
erwise hails from Bihar”.
The FIR under sections
363 (Punishment for kid-
n a p p i n g ) / 3 6 6

(Kidnapping, abducting
or inducing woman to
compel her marriage)/376
(Punishment for rape)
IPC and section 6
(Punishment for aggra-
vated penetrative sexual
assault) of the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012
(POCSO Act) was regis-
tered after X’s mother re-
ported that she had gone
missing.

In the order dated
December 21, the court
recorded that admittedly,
X has borne a child with
the petitioner and is cur-
rently living with his par-
ents and she has “consis-
tently maintained” that
she had accompanied him
by her own free volition
and got married to him.

Delhi HC grants bail to 20-yr-old in rape
case arising out of juvenile romance

Bhubaneswar, Dec 23 (PTI):

A large number of
street vendors on Friday
staged protests against an
eviction drive to beautify
Odisha’s state capital
Bhubaneswar ahead of
the men’s Hockey World
Cup next month, prompt-
ing authorities to postpone
the exercise.

Officials of the
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) also
assured the protesters that
the next course of action
will be decided following a
discussion with the ven-
dors’ representative body.

“We have decided to stop
the eviction drive for some
days. It will be carried out
after talks with the ven-
dors’ association,” BMC

North Zone assistant com-
missioner Suresh
Chandra Lenka told re-
porters. The agitators,
under the banner of All
Odisha Roadside Vendors’
Association, alleged that
BMC conducted massive
eviction without any prior
notice or arrangement for
rehabilitation.

“The livelihoods of hun-
dreds of vendors have
been affected due to the
eviction drive. Goods
worth lakhs of rupees
were destroyed as the
BMC bulldozed our
makeshift shops,” associa-
tion president Pratap
Sahu said.

Over 10,000 traders par-
ticipated in the protest
march to the BMC office,
Sahu claimed.

Odisha: Street vendors
protest eviction 

Bengaluru, Dec 23 (PTI):

The Karnataka High
Court has issued guide-
lines to be followed when
the same person is facing
cases under the
Karnataka Control of
Organised Crime Act
(KCOCA) and other crimi-
nal laws. The directions
were issued in a petition
filed by the state govern-
ment seeking to keep in
abeyance the trial against
gangster Bannanje Raja
while his KCOCA case was
pending. The state filed
three petitions before the
high court challenging the
dismissal of its applica-
tion by the Special Judge
for KCOCA cases in
Belagavi. The state had
filed the application under

Section 10 of the KCOCA
seeking a stay on all other
regular criminal matters
against Bannanje Raja till
the trial was completed in
the particular case. The
special court had dis-
missed this application.
Justice Suraj Govindaraj,
who heard the state’s peti-
tions, also dismissed it.
The HC noted that the trial
in the KCOCA case had
not yet commenced, while
the trial in the other crimi-
nal cases against the ac-
cused had commenced.

Rejecting the petitions,
the HC said: “It is appar-
ent that Section 10 would
come into play and be op-
erative only in the event of
the trial of an offence
under the KCOCA having
commenced.

Karnataka HC issues guidelines
for trial of KCOCA cases

Belagavi (K’taka), Dec
23 (PTI): Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Friday said he has asked
the Karnataka State
Commission for
Backward Classes to sub-
mit a report on the vari-
ous demands of the dom-
inant Vokkaliga commu-
nity in the state.

Bommai was reacting
to the memorandum sub-
mitted by the Vokkaliga
ministers and BJP legis-
lators demanding in-
crease in reservation for
the Vokkaligas, a farm-
ing community.

The key demand of
these BJP leaders was
that the reservation for
Vokkaligas under the 3A
category of the Other

Backward Classes
(OBCs) should be in-
creased from four per
cent to 12 per cent.

“My cabinet colleagues
and the MLAs today sub-
mitted a memorandum.
In their memo, they have
said that the Vokkaliga
population has in-
creased. They want more
opportunities in jobs and
admission for their
youth,” Bommai told re-
porters. He added that
the Adi Chunchanagiri
Math seer
N i r m a l a n a n d a n a t h
Swamiji too had a meet-
ing on this issue and had
submitted a memoran-
dum to him as well. The
memorandum was later
sent to KSCBC. “I sent

the letter (submitted by
the seer) to the backward
class commission last
month. I will also send
the present memoran-
dum to the KSCBC chair-
man and ask him to sub-
mit a report soon,”
Bommai said.

According to the Chief
Minister, there was a spe-
cial demand for reserva-
tion to the Kunchitigas,
who are a sub-caste of
Vokkaligas. “There is a
separate demand to in-
clude them in the Central
list,” Bommai explained.

The Vokkaliga minis-
ters and legislators had a
meeting on Thursday
under the leadership of
state Revenue Minister R
Ashoka.

Will seek report from Backward Classes
panel on raising Vokkaliga quota: CM Chandigarh, Dec 23 (PTI):

A Punjab and Haryana
High Court-ordered probe
has found that Sonipat po-
lice illegally detained and
tortured labour activist
Shiv Kumar in January
2021, while government
doctors examining him
“apparently danced to the
tune of police officials”.

The judicial probe had
been ordered in March
2021 after the activist’s fa-
ther moved the court, al-
leging that his son was
brutally tortured in police
custody. The probe was
conducted by the then
District and Sessions
Judge, Faridabad, Deepak
Gupta, who submitted his
report recently. Shiv
Kumar, president of the
Majdoor Adhikar

Sanghathan, was arrested
by the Haryana Police in
connection with a protest
held by labourers outside
a factory in Sonipat in
January 2021.

In his report, the judge
has held that allegations of
illegal confinement and
custodial torture of
Kumar were duly proved
on record.

According to the probe,
Kumar was kept in illegal
confinement till January
23, 2021, after being picked
up by police on January
16, 2021. Kumar was shown
as arrested on January 23,
as per the report.

Kumar was “badly tor-
tured” by police which
caused numerous injuries
on various parts of his
body, including fractures,
as per the 29-page report.

“Although, prior to the
medical examination of
Shiv Kumar conducted on
February 20, 2021 by the
medical board of govern-
ment medical college and
hospital, Sector 32
(Chandigarh), said Shiv
Kumar was examined as
many as five times during
January 24, 2021 to
February 2, 2021, but none
of the doctors of the
Government Hospital,
Sonipat, or the doctor de-
puted in jail performed
their duty and they appar-
ently danced to the tune of
the police officials,” it
said.

The report further said,
“Apart from the failure of
the said medical officers at
government hospital,
Sonipat, and at district
jail, Sonipat, even Vinay

Kakran, who was posted
as JMIC Sonipat appears
to have not performed his
duty as was required.”

“It appears that either
Shiv Kumar was not physi-
cally produced before the
magistrate and was made
to sit outside in the police
vehicle, or if produced, he
was not in a position to
speak anything to the
magistrate due to the
threats given by the police,
as he had already been
subjected to torture right
from January 16, 2021, on-
wards till he was produced
before the magistrate,” the
report said.

“Had the learned magis-
trate seen the accused
Shiv Kumar in person, he
could have noticed the in-
juries visible on his body,”
it added.

Haryana cops tortured labour activist



United Nations, Dec 23 (PTI):

During the 2021-22
tenure as non-permanent
member of the UN
Security Council, there
were instances when India
“had to stand alone” but it
did not let go of the princi-
ples it believed in, New
Delhi’s envoy here has
said.

India assumed the
monthly rotating presi-
dency of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) on
December 1, the second
time in its two-year tenure
as an elected member of
the Council in 2021-22.
India had earlier assumed
UNSC presidency in
August 2021.

“During the last two

years, we spoke out in sup-
port of peace, security and
prosperity. We did not hesi-
tate in raising our voice
against the common ene-
mies of humanity, such as
terrorism,” India’s
Permanent Representative
to the UN and President of
the 15-nation UN Security
Council for the month of
December Ambassador

WINTER STORM IN CHICAGO

Pedestrians navigate slippery streets in Chicago. A massive winter storm will be hovering over the majority of the
country for a few days featuring strong sub-zero wind chills and major snow accumulation.

DUCKS IN WALLA WALLA

A man spreads cracked corn for ducks in Walla Walla, Washigton on Friday.
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Beijing, Dec 23 (AP):

China has sanctioned
two U.S. citizens in retalia-
tion for action taken by
Washington over human
rights abuses in Tibet, the
government said Friday,
amid a continuing stand-
off between the sides over
Beijing’s treatment of reli-
gious and ethnic minori-
ties. The Foreign Ministry
said in a statement that
Todd Stein and Miles Yu
Maochun, along with their
close family members,
would be banned from en-
tering China.

Any assets they had in
China would be frozen and
they would be barred from
contact with people or or-
ganisations within China.

The notice said the
measures were in re-
sponse to the U.S. sanc-
tioning two Chinese citi-

zens “under the excuse of
the Tibet human rights’
issue.”

Neither could immedi-
ately be reached for com-
ment.

On Dec. 9, the U.S. im-
posed sanctions on Wu
Yingjie, the top official in
Tibet from 2016 to 2021,
and Zhang Hongbo, the re-
gion’s police chief since
2018.

“Our actions further
aim to disrupt and deter
the People’s Republic of
China’s (PRC) arbitrary
detention and physical
abuse of members of reli-
gious minority groups in
the Tibetan Autonomous
Region,” Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
in announcing the sanc-
tions. An accompanying
Treasury Department no-
tice said Wu had been re-
sponsible for “stability

policies” in Tibet whose
implementation involved
“serious human rights
abuse, including extrajudi-
cial killings, physical
abuse, arbitrary arrests,
and mass detentions.”

It said that during
Zhang’s tenure, police
have been engaged in seri-
ous human rights abuses,
including “torture, physi-
cal abuse, and killings of
prisoners, which included
those arrested on religious
and political grounds.”

The Chinese announce-
ment gave no specific ac-
cusations against Stein
and Yu.

Stein has been deputy
staff director at the
Congressional-Executive
Commission on China
since 2021 and previously
served as senior advisor to
Under Secretary of State
for Civilian Security,

Democracy and Human
Rights Sarah Sewall, in-
cluding serving as her lead
staffer on Tibetan issues.

Previously, he was direc-
tor of government rela-
tions at the monitoring
group International
Campaign for Tibet.

The Chinese-born Yu is
a senior academic who
taught at the U.S. Naval
Academy and a noted crit-
ic of the regime of
Chinese Communist Party
leader Xi Jinping. He
served as key China advis-
er under former Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo.

China in recent years
has passed legislation
mandating tit-for-tat sanc-
tions against foreign indi-
viduals from the U.S., the
EU and other countries
over perceived slights
against its national inter-
ests.

China sanctions 2 US 
citizens over action on Tibet

Colombo, Dec 23 (PTI):

India has handed 125
SUVs to the Sri Lanka
Police under a line of cred-
it as part of its ongoing ef-
forts to support the cash-
strapped island nation and
address the serious mobil-
ity restriction issues faced
by the police due to non-
availability of vehicles.

As part of its
‘Neighbourhood First’ pol-
icy, India has extended
multi-pronged assistance
to Sri Lanka over the last
12 months to help the
country tide over its worst
economic and humanitari-
an crisis since its inde-
pendence from Great
Britain in 1948. Indian
High Commissioner Gopal
Baglay on Thursday hand-
ed over 125 SUVs to Sri
Lanka’s Minister of
Public Security Tiran
Alles for Sri Lanka Police
in an official ceremony.

Taking to Twitter, the
Indian High Commission

in Sri Lanka said that an-
other 375 SUVs will be dis-
patched to Colombo under
an existing line of credit.

“India’s Support to Sri
Lanka continues. The
High Commissioner cere-
monially handed over 125
Mahindra SUVs to Hon.
Min of Public Security,
Tiran Alles for Sri Lanka.
Police 2day. More out of a
total 500 state of the art
SUVs under an existing
Line of credit coming
soon! Contract was signed
earlier this year,” it said in

a tweet. Alles said Sri
Lanka police faced serious
mobility restriction issues
due to non-availability of
vehicles as fleet replenish-
ments were not possible
for the last three years.

The support India pro-
vided ranges from eco-
nomic assistance of close
to USD 4 billion to help se-
cure Sri Lanka’s food,
health and energy securi-
ty by supplying essential
items like food, medicines,
fuel and kerosene. The two
countries are currently ne-

gotiating the crucial debt
restructuring scheme, an
essential prerequisite for
Sri Lanka to close the deal
with the International
Monetary Fund.

Sri Lanka reached a
staff-level agreement with
the global lender in
September for a USD 2.9
billion bailout package for
a period of four years.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment in May appointed in-
ternational legal and debt
advisors for debt restruc-
turing after the country
declared its international
debt default for the first
time in history.

Sri Lanka is nearly
bankrupt and has sus-
pended repaying its USD
51 billion foreign debt, of
which it must repay USD
28 billion by 2027.

Sri Lanka, a country of
22 million people, plunged
into financial and political
turmoil earlier this year
as it faced a shortage of
foreign currencies.

India hands 125 SUVs to Sri Lanka Police

During UNSC tenure, there were instances when
India had to stand alone: UN envoy Amb Kamboj

KKyyiivv,,  DDeecc  2233  ((AAPP)):: Ukrainians
hailed President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s wartime visit to the
United States as a success,
while Russian officials said that
it only fueled the conflict. The
U.S. has announced a new 1.8
billion military aid package,
including supplies of the Patriot
air defense systems, the most
powerful such weapons to be
delivered to Ukraine yet.
Ukraine also stands to receive
an additional 44.9 billion in U.S.
aid as part of a massive govern-

ment spending bill the Senate
approved Thursday. “We are
returning from Washington
with good results, with things
that will really help,” Zelenskyy
said on a video message shared
Thursday night on his Telegram
account. He thanked President
Joe Biden and the U.S.
Congress for supporting
Ukraine’s fight against Russia.
Neither Zelenskyy nor any
other Ukrainian authorities
have confirmed if he’s already
back in Kyiv. In Russia,
President Vladimir Putin had a
different assessment of
Zelenskyy’s trip, which includ-
ed an Oval Office meeting with
Biden, a joint news conference
at the White House and an
address to a largely supportive
Congress. “They say they may
send Patriot there, fine, we
will crack the Patriot too,”
Putin told reporters, adding
that the deliveries will only
extend the fighting.

Ukrainians hail
Zelenskyy after US visit

dismissed by Putin

Lahore, Dec 23 (PTI):

A large number of sup-
porters of Pakistan’s oust-
ed prime minister Imran
Khan “besieged” the gov-
ernor’s house here on
Thursday and warned the
governor of de-notifying
the chief executive of
Punjab province on the
pretext of a trust vote.

Khan, addressing the
participants via video link
from his residence in
Lahore, criticised the fed-
eral government for creat-
ing hurdles in the dissolu-
tion of the Punjab

Assembly. The constitu-
tional crisis in Punjab has
deepened following Chief
Minister Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi’s refusal to
obtain a vote of confi-
dence on the order of
Punjab Governor Baligur
Rehman of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N).

Seventy-year-old Khan
had announced the disso-
lution of Punjab and
Kyber Pakhtunkhwa as-
semblies on December 23
to push the federal coali-
tion government to call for
snap elections.

Imran Khan’s 
supporters ‘besiege’ governor’s

house in Lahore

Man who had
more than 200

guns at home to
plead guilty

PPrroovviiddeennccee  ((UUSS)),,  DDeecc  2233  ((AAPP)):: A
Rhode Island man found with an
arsenal of more than 200 guns
at his home along with thou-
sands of rounds of ammunition
and a flamethrower has agreed
to plead guilty to some federal
charges, according to court
documents. At a date to be
determined, Ronald Andruchuk,
38, will plead guilty to lying to
authorities in order to purchase
guns and possessing a firearm
as a prohibited person because
of his alleged illegal drug use,
according to a plea agreement
filed in US District Court in
Providence on Tuesday. The
deal also calls for Andruchuk to
forfeit all guns, ammunition and
magazines that were seized
from his Burrillville home in

I t seems as if the Russia-
Ukraine indirectly and

the Chinese belligerence in the
region directly has forced an-
other country to give up its long-
standing stand of being a non-
military nation. Pacifist Japan
has said it would soon start a
once-unthinkable $320billion
military build-up that would
arm it with missiles capable of
striking China and ready it for a
sustained conflict as regional
tensions and Russia’s Ukraine
invasion stoke war fears, global-
ly. Last week, Japan approved a
new national security strategy –
one of the country’s largest de-
fence shake-ups since World
War II.This is a marked shift
from the country’s pacifist ap-
proach, which has dominated
its political discourse for
decades. Fumio Kishida’s
Japanese government worries
that Russia has set a precedent
that will encourage China to at-
tack Taiwan, threatening near-
by Japanese islands, disrupting
supplies of advanced semi-con-
ductors, and putting a potential
stranglehold on sea lanes that
supply Middle East oil.

The newly released National
Security Paper spells out that
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is
a serious violation of laws that
forbid the use of force and has
shaken the foundations of the
international order, and the
strategic challenge posed by

China is the biggest Japan has
ever faced. In its sweeping five-
year plan and revamped nation-
al security strategy, the
Japanese government said on
16th December, that it would
also stockpile spare parts and
other munitions, reinforce lo-
gistics, develop cyber-warfare
capabilities, and cooperate
more closely with the United
States and other like-minded na-
tions to deter threats to the es-
tablished international order.

Neighbours’ Reaction
Neighbouring South Korea

issued a strong protest against
Japan’s territorial claim over
disputed islands made in a na-
tional security paper, while cau-
tiously responding to Tokyo’s
plans for an unprecedented mil-
itary build-up. South Korea’s
foreign ministry has demanded
an immediate removal of the
territorial claims from Japan’s
national strategy documents,
saying in a statement that the
move did nothing to help
“building a future-oriented re-
lationship” between the two
countries, and it hoped the im-
plementation of Japan’s new
security policy will be transpar-
ent and contribute to regional
peace and stability while con-
tinuing to uphold the spirit of
is pacifist constitution.

On his part, South Korean
President Yoon Suk-yeol who
took office in May has tried to
improve ties with Tokyo, which
have been marred by the terri-
torial row over the islands and
historic disputes stemming
from Japan’s 1910-1945 occupa-
tion of Korea. However,
President Yoon,had said in an
interview in November that it
was understandable for Japan
to boost its defence spending
given the growing threat from
North Korea’s ballistic missile
programme. Meanwhile. China
has said said that hyping up the

threat posed by Beijing to back
its military build-up “is
doomed to fail.”Chinese
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Wang
Wenbinhas said that Japan’s
new defence policy ignores
facts, deviates from its commit-
ment to China-Japan relations
and the common understand-
ings between the two countries,
and groundlessly discredits
China’s defence building and
normal military activities.
China resolutely opposes this
and has made serious demarch-
es to the Japanese side through
diplomatic channels.

American Praise
US National Security Advisor

Jake Sullivan has praised
Japan’s new national security
and defence strategies, saying
they will also support the US-
Japan alliance. Sullivan also
praised Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida’s com-
mitment to international peace,
nuclear non-proliferation, and
his leadership, including sup-
port for Ukraine. The reason for
United States to welcome the
Japanese decision stems from
the prism, which it uses to view
China. United States sees China
as “the only competitor with
both the intent to reshape the
international order and, in-
creasingly, the economic, diplo-
matic, military, and technologi-
cal power to advance that objec-
tive.” Washington has posi-
tioned the next decade – the
same period covered by Japan’s
three new security documents –
as a critical period.

Japan becomes 3rd-biggest
military spender

Unthinkable under past ad-
ministrations, the rapid arming
of Japan, which already hosts
U.S. forces, including a carrier
strike group and a Marine expe-
ditionary force, has the backing
of most voters, according to

opinion polls. Some surveys put
support as high as 70 percent of
voters. Kishida’s plan will dou-
ble defence outlays to about 2
percent of the gross domestic
product (GDP) over the next five
years, and increase the defence
ministry’s share to about one-
tenth of all public spending. It
will also make Japan the
world’s third-biggest military
spender after the US and China,
based on current budgets. The
five-year spending roadmap did
not come with a detailed plan
for how Kishida’s administra-
tion would pay for it, as ruling
Liberal Democratic Party law-
makers continue to discuss
whether to raise taxes or bor-
row money.

Having seen Russia’s and
Ukraine’s enormous expendi-
ture of munitions and material,
the Japanese government is fo-
cused on buying munitions,
spare parts, and other equip-
ment that the Japanese forces
will need if a conflict breaks out
in the next few years. In addi-
tion, Japan will acquire new ca-
pabilities, such as long-range
missiles that can strike enemy
missiles on the launchpad, and
it will invest in future high-tech
capabilities in realms such as
cyber and space. In toto, Japan’s
armed forces will fast become
much more formidable in the
near future.

In fact, Japan becomes the
second country after Germany
to give up its post-WW II stance
on being a military power, in the
backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine
war. But the notable point is
that in both cases the U.S. has
welcomed the decision of both
the governments, as it will
translate in big business for its
armaments industry. In reality
the Japanese decision may lead
to an end to the ear of non-align-
ment and efforts to establish
world peace sans armaments.
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Messi’s final 
After over a decade of

struggling and failing to win
the football's top prize,
Lionel Messi, arguably the
greatest player of our gener-
ation, finally got his hands
on the FIFA World Cup. In a
thrilling match against
France, the genius showed
his brilliance yet again, scor-
ing two of Argentina's three
goals and getting his team
off to the perfect start in the
penalty shoot-out that de-
fined the game. Coming into
this World Cup, we all knew
it would be Messi's last. I am
confident that much of the
world was yearning for this
great player, who has delight-
ed football fans with his mas-
tery over the years, to get it
done this time. Messi's previ-
ous history at the World Cup
had been one of heartbreak
and pain. But the man never
gave up. Football's best play-
er finally got the monkey of
his back and has firmly se-
cured his place alongside
Diego Maradona as an
Argentinian national hero.
More than that, his talent, ef-
fort and leadership have
made him an inspiration for
billions across the globe.

Jubel D'Cruz, Mumbai

Covid surge in China
The detection of cases of

the highly transmissible
BF.7 Omicron variant in the
country should alert the gov-
ernment as well as the peo-
ple. This variant is responsi-
ble for the current Covid ex-
plosion in China. The hard
lessons learned from past
Covid waves should not be
forgotten. The random sam-
pling of India-bound inter-
national passengers may not
suffice. All passengers com-
ing from China must be test-
ed and put under observa-
tion at least for a week.
Travel to China should be al-
lowed only in very pressing
cases. States should be di-
rected to be ready for a re-
newed vaccination drive. A
second booster dose should
also be encouraged. It is the
duty of all citizens to go for
the necessary vaccination
and wear masks in crowded
places.

HL Sharma, by mail

Remain vigilant
Though people are widely

protected through India’s ex-
cellent vaccination coverage,
they should remain vigilant
and proactive to avoid con-
tracting the virus again.
There are widespread re-
ports around the world of
people getting reinfected de-
spite full vaccination. The
low numbers of cases in
India doesn’t mean that the
cases won’t rise again. We
must follow the well-estab-
lished Covid practices at all
times. Along with vaccina-
tion, washing hands fre-
quently, maintaining mini-
mum space while interacting
with others and masking etc.,
will help contain the virus.

Sanjiv Gupta, by mail
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School students wearing face masks attend morning assembly at their school in Jammu, Friday, Dec 23. Precautions are being
taken at schools amid sudden spurt in COVID cases in China and some other countries. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST COVID 

ASAD MIRZA

A s the year comes to an end, relations between
Bangladesh and the USA remain as frosty as ever. Yet

another diplomatic spat of sorts occurred a few days ago,
over the US Ambassador’s intriguing visit to the Dhaka resi-
dence of a ‘disappeared’ opposition leader. The ruling
Awami League (AL) leaders, already under considerable
stress over an impending general election by next year-end,
expressed their annoyance over the diplomat’s action, but
noticeably avoided a confrontational posture. In contrast,
both the Dhaka-based Embassy as well as the US State
Department strongly backed Ambassador Richard Hass’s
move, much to the delight of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). The state department used the social media to
announce its stand, reiterating its commitment to uphold
human rights. The leader in US focus is Mr Sajedur Islam
Sumon, who belonged to the BNP. Mysteriously, he remains
untraced since 2013. The role of the Government is strongly
suspected. The US Embassy’s explanation is, the
Ambassador was only probing complaints made by a civil
rights group about the matter, along with similar reported
instances of other opposition figures who also went missing
during the Al’s tenure. He was trying to ascertain the facts of
the situation from the family members of Mr Sumon but
had to curtail his visit. The reason: a group of people began
protesting in the area. They suggested that Haas should in-
stead institute an inquiry into the alleged genocide of intel-
lectuals and secular political leaders that occurred in 1977.
General Ziaur Rahman was then in power. He was also the
founder of the BNP, incidentally. Nor was there any official
explanation from Dhaka as to how the demonstrators
reached the area or if anybody had tipped them off about the
controversial visit. Bangladesh Foreign Affairs Minister Dr..
A.K Abdul Momen, to whom Mr Haas later conveyed his
concerns about the demonstration, did not feel there was
any threat to anyone’s security. The incident would not im-
pact US-Bangladesh relations negatively, he said. The main
opposition BNP was not convinced. Its leaders accused the
Al Government of harassing Mr. Haas. They condemned the
AL’s allegedly poor record in handling issues related to
human rights as well as democratic rights of opposition par-
ties. Hundreds of people had been reported missing or killed
in one-sided dubious encounters, especially by personnel of
the rapid Action Battalion (RAB), in recent years. The situa-
tion continued to deteriorate despite repeated warnings and
concerns expressed by the US and EU countries, not to men-
tion major international HR groups, to the Bangladesh
Government. Eventually, last December the Biden-led US ad-
ministration slapped sanctions on seven senior RAB offi-
cials, along with a warning to Dhaka to deal with the opposi-
tion in a more transparent and accountable manner. AL
leaders in response alleged that the US had been fed much
disinformation about the law and order situation by the mo-
tivated opposition. There were major allegations of the BNP
aligning with the fundamentalist Jamat-e-Islami during its
tenure. It carried out systematic repression and attacks
against minority Hindus and AL activists. Kolkata-based an-
alysts point out that perhaps the explanation of the apparent
US bias against the ruling AL was rooted in history.
Bangladesh was established through a hostile break-up of
pro-West US ally Pakistan in South Asia. The US, though it
was forced to recognise Bangladesh and acknowledge exist-
ing realities, had never forgiven the AL, the party that led
the struggle for East Pakistan’s freedom, as well as Russia
and India, for their open-ended support for the liberation
struggle. It had resulted in a major embarrassing defeat for
US/Western policy/diplomacy and much loss of face.
Whether the Democrats or Republicans were in power in the
US was not important — the basic pro-Pak thrust in its diplo-
macy in South Asia had remained the same.

VijayKumar H K

C arbon dioxide emissions, fossil fuels, and the use of
plastics are all major concern when it comes to reduce

carbon footprint. Now a days  packaging is also a big threat of
greenhouse gas emissions. When you add up the production,
transport, and use of packaging items, it can be a lot like
using a car. Some foreign country businesses are looking for
eco-friendly packaging solutions that can help them lower
their carbon footprints, meet their sustainability goals, and
help them compete in a competitive market. Some countries
looking into a new, more environmentally friendly packaging
solutions which are being developed, including boxes made
from corn starch. This was really noticed in a renowned fur-
niture company during 2019 in USA. In 2022, mushroom pack-
aging is becoming a popular choice for sustainable packaging.
Mushroom packaging is a new type of packaging made from
mushrooms. It is a biodegradable and environmentally
friendly solution that uses less plastic than traditional pack-
aging. Mushroom packaging can help businesses grow and
prosper, as well as help the end consumer get the best possible
product, plus it helps the environment by reducing waste.
This type of packaging is made in a short span of time and is
custom-made to fit a range of products. It is resistant to flame
and water, and can be used for shipping needs both in the
short-term and long-term. It is also biodegradable, so it is a
good choice for businesses which are looking for exploring a
cost-effective sustainable packaging options. According to re-
search mushroom packaging is made of just two natural in-
gredients, so it can be composted in just 40-45 days. Just it is
needed to do is break it up and add it to compost bin or scatter
it on flowerbeds. The mushroom packaging a recycling
process is a better way to use packaging materials than creat-
ing new packaging from scratch. This process uses waste
products to create new packaging that can be used again and
again, helping to reduce waste and protect the environment.
Unlike styrofoam, Mushroom Packaging consists of 100 per-
cent biodegradable and renewable material that can be recy-
cled directly in and by nature. Mushroom Packaging there-
fore contributes to up-cycling by providing new value to agri-
cultural waste that otherwise has few other uses and low eco-
nomic value. So therefore our country needs imperatively to
go for mushroom packaging wherever possible rather than
traditional packaging to reduce carbon footprint.

Country needs 
Mushroom packaging

Bangladesh-US Diplomatic
Relations worsen

Japan announces big military push

Kajal Chatterjee

T here lies no doubt to the fact
that overwhelming majority

of Indians traditionally offer uncon-
ditional support to Argentina or
Brazil. And with Argentina in final
with the opposition being European
France, it indeed seemed that almost
whole India was rooting for the
Messi-brigade.  However, it is ques-
tionable whether this passion for
Argentina is solely out of apprecia-
tion of their "poetry" on field or just
to remain in the "mainstream" with-
out exercise of any thought or logic.
Perhaps the latter proposition is
true, given the deluge of rampant
blindness as exemplified by the
Argentina/Messi "admirers". Also in
these times of "globalisation of foot-
ball", hardly there exist any foot-
balling style unique to any country
unlike that of Brazil or Spain a
decade or few ago. The ultimate de-
sire of fetching concrete result in
this practical professional environ-
ment has robbed all "romance" of
"poetry" from the game. 

Sporting sanity demands proper
appreciation of play even if literally
own home team/country is compet-

ing. Of course victory of home
team or favourite team can be
celebrated, but the skills of
the opposing team/players
should also be awarded due
respect if the latter comes out
victorious. And celebration of
victory should not translate
into lampooning of opposition
or getting into fisticuffs with
the supporters of the opposi-
tion. Similarly failure should
not denote the "end of the
world" with vulgar chants to-
wards "own" players or land-
ing into depression(even tak-
ing own lives). But in the
name of supporting Argentina,  the
reactions which we witness in the
country is ridiculous. Be it in win or
loss of Argentina, Indians have spe-
cialised in rampant antics and luna-
cy. While we had heard of suicides
following the Argentine loss in 2014
World Cup final; this Sunday we had
witnessed thunderous boisterous
celebration with crackers and drums
in the name of "joy" shattering the
ear drums of vulnerable senior citi-
zens, babies, sick, animals and birds
around midnight! Social media is
flooded with vulgarities targeting

the real hero of the final - - Kylian
Mbappe! So there lies nothing to go
gaga about Indian obsession with
Argentina! Far from being "sports
lovers", they deserve the tag of
"sports fanatics". However it should
also be noted that just like all Hindus
do not treat the Ayodhya movement
as any sort of "cultural rennaisance",
all Indians do not perceive Sachin
Tendulkar as "God of cricket" ; simi-
larly the whole of India definitely do
not root for Argentina or even Latin
America. Rather prior to the final of
the World Cup, a section of Indians

were eagerly looking forward
for a French win with their
main inspiration being the all-
embracing cosmopolitan hu-
manity-personified spirit of
the "Les Bleus" with 92% of
the players in the team hail-
ing from communities with
roots outside France. And
after completion of the tour-
nament, their love towards
France has gained more in-
tensity. Apart from the skills
stamina perseverance of the
French which enabled them
to make stunning comebacks
throughout the game; the hu-

mane qualities of Mbappe was to be
seen to be believed.  So we were for-
tunate enough to witness that heart-
rending scene following Morocco's
semi-final loss to France - - - Mbappe
not only consoling the devastated
Moroccan players, but embracing
Achraf Hakimi with warmth from the
innermost core of the heart and later
twitting "Don't be sad bro, every-
body is proud of what you did, you
made history". Yes, no might of eco-
nomic clout and glamour have suc-
ceeded in deviating Mbappe from his
basic sense of empathy and humani-

ty. In contrast, the Argentina goal-
keeper Emiliano Martinez had taken
the lead in rendering vulgar chants
of "A minute's silence for Mbappe
who is dead" in the dressing room
while celebrating the World Cup win.
Not only a brute expression of
haughtiness following victory, how
crudely can the Golden Boot winner
of the tournament and all-time top
goal-scorer in World Cup finals be
specifically targeted. Leaving aside
certain vulgarities exemplified by
Martinez during prize distribution
ceremony; the Argentine goalkeeper
carried on his mock-Mbappe ges-
tures during felicitation ceremony
back home also with none other than
Lionel Messi either watching as
mere spectator or joining the "fun".
This height of insensitivity or tacit
approval to such antics have driven
many sensitive Indians further away
from Argentina; not to forget that
"Hand of God" saga which was a
treacherous goal to say the least.
And this very contrasting behaviour
of Argentinians and Mbappe follow-
ing respective victories make the lat-
ter's moral excellence more promi-
nent thereby endearing more to the
hearts of many Indians. 

Kylian Mbappé is the future of football
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Tea gardens

Guwahati: Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on
Thursday held a meet-
ing with representa-
tives of a tea workers'
organisation and other
stakeholders and dis-
cussed ways to revamp
the gardens of Assam
Tea Corporation. It
was decided in the
meeting that ATC may
lease out some of its
tea gardens in the
wake of difficulties in
managing such assets,
an official release said.
The chief minister
also said that if parties
or groups that would
take control of the
management of tea
gardens fail to dis-
burse dues and other
entitlements of work-
ers, ATC will have the
right to take over the
management of those
gardens.

Drone protection
Mumbai: New India
Assurance on
Thursday said it has
launched a product to
offer insurance cover
to drones, becoming
the first public sector
player to enter the seg-
ment. The unmanned
aircraft system
(UAS/UAV/RPAS/dro
ne) insurance will
cover large aircraft to
solo flying gliders.
Coverage will be of-
fered to drone owners,
operators and manu-
facturers, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
Its private sector peers
like HDFC Ergo, ICICI
Lombard, Tata AIG
General and Bajaj
Allianz General al-
ready have such plans.

Growth engine

Lucknow: The rate of
agricultural develop-
ment in Uttar Pradesh
must be doubled if the
state is to become a
growth engine and the
country's largest econ-
omy, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said
on Friday. At a func-
tion to mark Kisan
Samman Diwas-2022,
he also said Farmer
Producer
Organizations (FPOs)
and technology can
play a significant role
to achieve this aim.

New members 
New Delhi: Around
11.82 lakh new mem-
bers joined the ESIC-
run social security
scheme in October
2022, according to offi-
cial data released on
Friday. The data is part
of a report -- Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment
Perspective - October
2022 -- released by the
National Statistical
Office (NSO). It showed
that the gross new en-
rolments with the
Employees' State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) rose to 1.49 crore
in 2021-22, from 1.15
crore in 2020-21. It was
1.51 crore in 2019-20 and
1.49 crore in 2018-19.
From September 2017
to March 2018, around
83.35 lakh new sub-
scribers joined the
ESIC scheme. The re-
port said gross new en-
rolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
October 2022 were 7.49
crore.

AGRICULTURE CONCLAVE

Union Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Sanjeev Balyan
with Managing Director & CEO, IFFCO, US Awasthi during the Agriculture Conclave 
organised by Rural Voice, in New Delhi, Friday, Dec. 23.

New Delhi, Dec 23: 

Concerned over rising
incidence of mis-selling,
the finance ministry has
directed heads of public
sector banks to put in
place strong mechanisms
to avoid unethical prac-
tices for selling insurance
policies to customers.

The Department of
Financial Services has re-
ceived complaints that
fraudulent and unethical
practices are adopted by
banks and life insurance
companies for procuring
policies from the bank
customers, a letter ad-
dressed to chairpersons
and managing directors of
public sector banks said.

There have been in-
stances where life insur-
ance policies were sold to
customers aged above 75
years in Tier II-III cities.
Usually, branches of the
banks push products of
their subsidiary insurers.
When resisted by cus-
tomers, branch officials
would sheepishly con-
vince that they are under
pressure from top.
Insurance products are
pushed when customers
go to seek any kind of
loan or buy a term de-
posit.

In this regard, it said,
the department has al-
ready issued a circular
wherein it has been ad-
vised that a bank should

not adopt restrictive prac-
tices of forcing customers
for getting insurance
from a particular compa-
ny. It is also conveyed that
the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) has
raised objection, as incen-
tives for selling insurance
products bring not only
pressure on the field staff
but the core business of
banking also gets affected
and quality of advances
may get compromised in
the lure of commission
and incentives for staff.

"In keeping with these
guidelines, you are re-
quested to issue suitable
instructions to the con-
cerned vertical of your
bank for putting in place a

robust mechanism for
avoiding any unfair and
unethical practices adopt-
ed by bank and the fran-
chise Life Insurance
Company for procuring
life insurance policies
from bank customers," it
said.

Further, the letter said,
it is also advised that
while sourcing the insur-
ance business, it may be
insured that 100 per cent
KYC compliance is done
by the banks. As per the
latest IRDAI annual re-
port, the mis-selling cases
stood at 23,110 in 2021-22.
The number of mis-sell-
ing complaints per 10,000
policies sold was at 31 dur-
ing the year.

Finmin asks banks not to
use unethical practices to

sell insurance policies

Thane, Dec 23: 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday asked
banks to give loans at re-
duced interest rates to
those seeking to buy vehi-
cles that run on clean en-
ergy, including flex fuel,
electricity and hydrogen.
Speaking at the golden ju-
bilee celebrations of a co-
operative bank in Kalyan
in Maharashtra's Thane
district, the Union
Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
said it was his dream that
vehicles running on diesel
and petrol get phased out
in the next four to five
years.

He said banks must rate
industries based on thee
performance on various
parameters over the past
five years and give those
scoring high marks loans

within 24 hours, adding
credibility and goodwill
would be the biggest capi-
tal in the 21st century.
Speaking about passenger
benefits if public trans-
port turns towards elec-
tric vehicles, Gadkari said
the cost of operation of a
non-air conditioned elec-
tric bus is Rs 39 per kilo-
metre, while it is Rs 41 per
kilometre for an AC elec-
tric bus.

"All buses in cities like
Thane, Kalyan can be con-
verted into electric ones,
which will help reduce
ticket prices for passen-
gers by as much as 30 per
cent," he asserted.
Gadkari said 406 projects
with a total outlay of Rs
3.85 lakh crore have
stalled due to wrong deci-
sions, but the minister
went on to add that not
taking any decision for
fear of it going wrong is
also undesirable.

"Bal Thackeray once
gave me a quote written in
acrylic. It said I like peo-
ple who can get things
done. I like honest people
who take the wrong deci-
sions. I am even ready to
appreciate people who are
dishonest and take wrong
decisions. I dislike people
who don't want to take de-
cisions," Gadkari said.

Give loans at lower rates to those
wanting to buy clean energy 
vehicles: Gadkari to banks

New Delhi, Dec 23: 

India's retail industry
saw a 19 per cent rise in
sales over pre-pandemic
levels during the April-
November 2022 period rid-
ing on the back of strong
performance of segments
such as quick service
restaurant and footwear,
Retailers Association of
India (RAI) said on Friday.
Region wise, the eastern
part clocked the highest
growth at 21 per cent as
compared to the same peri-
od in 2019, RAI said in a
statement. North India fol-
lowed with a 19 per cent
growth while both western
and southern parts wit-
nessed an 18 per cent rise
each, it added. "The indus-
tries that did particularly
well during this period
were the QSR (quick serv-
ice restaurant) and the

footwear industries, with a
30 per cent growth com-
pared to 2019," RAI said.
However, the beauty, well-
ness and personal care in-
dustry only saw a 7 per cent
growth as against the same
period in 2019, it added.
"Consumers are back to
shopping in stores, and it's
something they enjoy even
as they continue to buy on-
line," RAI CEO Kumar
Rajagopalan said. RAI
Chairman Bijou Kurien
said in the last two years
witnessed dramatic
changes in the Indian retail
industry and adoption of
technology by offline retail-
ers saw a quantum jump.
On the outlook for 2023, he
said, "Retail in India is ex-
pected to grow better than
all other key markets across
the world. Omnichannel re-
tail has become the norm
for retailers." 

Retail industry sees 19 pc
rise in sales during 

Apr-Nov 2022: Report
New Delhi, Dec 23: 

The National Bee Board
will support stakeholders
to get geographical indica-
tion (GI) tag of different
types of honey in order to
uplift the beekeeping com-
munity and encourage
value addition, a senior
agriculture ministry offi-
cial said on Thursday.

GI is a sign used on
products that have a spe-
cific geographical origin
and ensures good qualities
or a reputation in the re-
gion. GI is important to
proliferate beekeeping at
national and international
level. "GI tagging will im-
mensely help in uplifting
the beekeeping communi-
ty as after the tag beekeep-
ers can further proceed for
value addition in honey
and other beehive prod-
ucts," said Abhilaksh
Likhi, additional secretary

in the agriculture min-
istry chairing a meeting
on application and use of
GI of honey here.

He said the National Bee
Board (NBB) will support
stakeholders to get GI tag
for different types of
honey with support from
state governments and
other stakeholders, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment.

NBB Executive Director
N K Patle said the GI tag-
ging of honey promotes
the economic prosperity
of beekeepers/other
stakeholders by enhanc-
ing their demand in na-
tional and international
markets. He also men-
tioned GI tagging of
honey helps consumers to
get quality products of de-
sired traits and is assured
of authenticity. It will also
help to stop adulteration
in honey.

National Bee Board to support
stakeholders to get GI tag of

honey: Centre

Mumbai, Dec 23:  

The Sensex plunged 981
points to end below the
60,000-mark following
across-the-board selling on
Friday, marking its fourth
straight day of losses dur-
ing which investors have
lost over Rs 15 lakh crore.
Surging COVID cases in
China and a few other na-
tions have fanned fears of
another global pandemic
wave, while stronger US
growth data has cemented
expectations of the
Federal Reserve continu-
ing with its hawkish
stance, experts said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex slumped 980.93
points or 1.61 per cent to
settle at 59,845.29 -- closing
below the psychologically
key 60,000-mark after
October 28 this year. On

similar lines, the broader
NSE Nifty dropped 320.55
points or 1.77 per cent to
end at 17,806.80. Barring
Titan, all Sensex stocks
closed in the red, led by
Tata Steel (down nearly 5
per cent), Tata Motors,
SBI, Bajaj Finserv,
Reliance Industries,
Wipro, IndusInd Bank,
Maruti Suzuki and L&T.
Investors have now lost Rs
15.78 lakh crore in four ses-
sions, with the market cap-
italisation of BSE-listed
companies standing at Rs

2,72,12,860.03 crore.
"Markets were caught in
frenzied selling as weak
global cues and bearish ex-
ternal factors pushed both
the key benchmark in-
dices below the psycholog-
ical levels.

"Besides spurt in COVID
cases in China and Japan,
the better-than-expected
US Q3 GDP numbers fur-
ther raised concerns that
the Fed will go for more
rate hikes to tame infla-
tion, which further accen-
tuated selling pressure in
the markets," said Amol
Athawale, Deputy Vice
President - Technical
Research at Kotak
Securities Ltd. The US
economy grew at an unex-
pectedly strong 3.2 per
cent on an annual basis in
the quarter ended
September.

Christmas carnage: Sensex crashes
981 pts, Nifty finishes below 18,000

Mumbai, Dec 23: 

The rupee declined by 7
paise to close at 82.86 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Friday due to firm crude
oil prices and steep losses in
domestic stocks amid grow-
ing concerns about interest
rate hikes. A weak green-
back in the global markets
restricted the local unit's
losses, forex dealers said. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened marginally down at
82.81 against its previous
close of 82.79. It moved in a
range of 82.77 to 82.88 in the
day's trade.

The rupee finally finished
at 82.86 against the US dollar,
showing a loss of 7 paise over
its last close. Analysts said
investors are concerned that

strong US economic data will
lead the Federal Reserve to
double down on its interest
rate hikes to control infla-
tion. Revised figures showed
the US economy grew a lot
more in July-September
than initial projections,
while jobless claims were
less than expected last week.

Rupee falls by 7 paise to
82.86 against US dollar
on firm crude oil pricesMumbai, Dec 23: 

Axis Pension FundManagement
Limited (Axis PFM) has been
appointed as a Pension Fund
Manager (PFM) by Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA)
for managing the funds under
National Pension System (NPS).
Axis Pension Fund Management
Limited/Axis PFM is a sub-
sidiary of Axis Asset
Management Company Limited
and a step-down subsidiary of
Axis Bank Limited. Axis PFM
received the certificate for busi-
ness commencement on 20th
September, 2022 by PFRDAand
startedoperations from 21st
October, 2022 onwards. With
the newly launched entity, Axis
Groupspecializes into offering
complete suite of retirement
solutions to the citizens. Axis
PFMwill primarilybe responsible
for managing pension funds of
the investors across all citizens’

model, corporate sector and
government sector respectively,
during their work life as per
investment guidelines defined
by the regulator. The company
aims to aid all the individuals in
building their retirement wealth
with NPS so they can enjoy a
regular income post retirement.
It will focus on maximizing risk-
adjusted returns for its
investors on a consistent and
long-term basis while adhering
to PFRDA guidelines. 
Amitabh Chaudhry, MD&CEO,
Axis Bank said, “With the
launch of Axis Pension Fund,
we are strengthening our pres-
ence in the retirement solutions
segment. By capitalizing on the
investment management capa-
bilities and distribution
strength of Axis Group, we
believe that Axis Pension Fund
will soon realise its vision of
being one of the most preferred
retirement solution providers in
the industry. 

Axis Group forays into
retirement business

New Delhi, Dec 23: 

Lotus Petal Foundationis
inviting applications from
across India for theWinnie
Sun Scholarship Program.
The scholarship gives de-
serving female students
from low-income families
the chance to pursue higher
education in the fields of
medicine, engineering,
nursing, and
pharmacy.Last date to apply
is15th Jan, 2023. Visit
www.lotuspetalfounda-
tion.org to apply. Gurugram
based NGO, Lotus Petal
Foundation, offers this fi-
nancial aid through a joint
scholarship program with
Concentrix Daksh Services
Private Ltd. The aid is for
deserving female candi-
dates from households

where the combined family
income is less than 5 Lakh
per annum.

A scholarship amount of
up to Rs. 65,000 per annum
(covering course fees, living
costs, and travel) will be
given to the student who
have secured admission in
any Government or Private
college recognized by cen-
tral or state board in India
for completion of their un-
dergraduate degree in the

field of Medicine
(MBBS/BDS), Engineering,
Nursing and Pharmacy.
Last year, out of 1200 appli-
cations received from
across India, 25 scholars
were identified from 10
states. These students have
secured admissions in pres-
tigious colleges like IIT
Delhi, IIT Kharagpur, NIT
Delhi, NIT Srinagar, Jorhat
Medical College, Assam
and more.

All India Scholarship to provide
financial aid to 50 meritorious girls

Mumbai, Dec 23: 

Amazon.in relaunches
Prime Gamingin India, a
benefit especially curated
for gaming enthusiasts.
Prime members in India
can now unlock instant ac-
cess tomonthly free games
and exclusive in-game con-
tent like power-ups, skins,
collectibles and more
fromhttps://gaming.ama-
zon.com/across their fa-
vorite titles.Prime Gaming
comes with a host of new
perks, as compared to the
earlier version which was
limited to only FREE ac-
cess to in-game content on
mobile games. Prime is de-
signed to make your life
better every single day
with enormous conven-
ience, entertainment and

savings that comes with a
Prime membership and
the rebranded launch of
Prime Gaming reiterates
these core values of a
Prime membership. To
claim any in-game con-
tent, Prime members can
sign in to their Amazon ac-
count on
https://gaming.amazon.co
m/. Post that, Prime mem-
bers can search for their fa-
vorite games and claim the
available in-game content.
Claims can happen in two
ways – members can link
their Prime Gaming ac-
count with the game app as
aonetime effort, post which
the claimed content will be
automatically available or
by redeeming the promo
code on their gamingac-
count manually.

Prime Gaming
relaunches in India 

Mumbai, Dec 23: 

Ola Electric, India’s largest
EV manufacturer, today
announced the public rollout
of its latest software update,
Move OS 3. The countrywide
rollout will see more than 1
lakh Ola customers receive
over-the-air (OTA) updates
that will unlock the true
potential of their scooters
making them the most tech-
nologically advanced and fea-
ture-rich 2W available in the
country.  MoveOS 3, Ola’s
third major software update
in a year, will add in a slew of
new, exciting ones to the
already existent plethora of
features in Ola’s S1 family of
scooters. The much anticipat-
ed software update will not
only bring in major perform-
ance improvements to the

scooters but also offer
enhanced access, apart from
ensuring seamless ride expe-
rience and convenience for
users while they are on the
road. Another major advan-
tage that the upgrade will
offer is compatibility of Ola
scooters with the company’s
rapidly expanding
Hypercharger network, cur-
rently spread across 27
Indian States. 

Ola kicks off public
roll-out of Move OS 3 

Nayanthara-starrer
horror flick

‘Connect’ opens on
the longest night

T
he Nayanthara-starrer Tamil horror
film 'Connect' arrived in theatres on
Thursday for a special reason.

December 22, being Winter Solstice, also hap-
pens to be the longest night of the year. The
Ashwin Saravanan directorial, unsurpris-
ingly, has the majority of the night shows
packed to the last row.

When asked Nayanthara about the film
releasing on the longest night of the year,
she said: "It's a coincidence to be honest.
But, to now think of this, it all makes
sense to release a film that's relevant to
night and horror stories!!! All night
shows have been sold out now and for
the weekend. Happy to see that on
this special day." The film's Hindi
version will be released in theatres

on December 30. The film, which
features Nayanthara as the

lead, also stars Anupam Kher
and Sathyaraj in crucial

roles. Produced by
Nayanthara's husband,

Vignesh Shivan, under
the Rowdy Pictures
banner, 'Connect' has
been directed by
Ashwin Saravanan,
who has also written
the film with Kaavya
Ramkumar.

A
ctress Kangana Ranaut has said that she has
said no to the "insane amount of money" being
offered to her to perform at weddings and pri-

vate parties.
Kangana took to Instagram, where she

shared a video of veteran singer Asha
Bhosle talking about how her sister

and late legendary singer Lata
Mangeshkar never performed at
weddings.

In the video, Asha Bhosle is
talking about how her elder sister
and legendary singer was once
offered a million dollars to sing
at a wedding, but she refused
the offer.
She was heard saying: "Kaha 2

ghante sirf aap darshan dijiye
humari shadi meina (just come
to our wedding for 2 hours, they
had said to her)."

Kangana captioned: "Agree.
Even I never danced in weddings
or private parties, even though I
have the most popular songs...de-
nied insane amount of
money...glad to come across this
video.. Lataji truly so inspiring."

On the work front, Kangana is
filming her directorial,

'Emergency', where she will be seen
playing former Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi.

ACROSS

1. City vehicles

5. Thin candle

10. Small bills

14. Ship's frame

15. Breathing

16. Pharaoh's river

17. Thought

18. Wall socket

20. Rosters

22. More sensible

23. Poetic contraction

24. Pronoun

26. Solemn

28. Valleys

30. Not as tight

34. Help!

37. Roman fiddler

38. Folk knowledge

39. Sports VIP (hyph.)

41. Type of steak

44. Not imagined

45. Not punctual

46. Agent Smith's nemesis

47. Dubuque residents

50. FBI employee

52. Vegetarians' taboos

54. Most insignificant

58. Cry loudly

61. Pseudonym

63. Rubbish

64. Not condensed

67. Consumer

68. Naturalist John ____

69. Female goat

70. Malicious

71. Norway's capital

72. Make joyous

73. Questions

DOWN

1. Spicy dish

2. Inspect ledgers

3. Make holy

4. Scheduled

5. Driveway sealer

6. Pub beverages

7. Artist Pablo ____

8. Happening

9. Revoke

10. "Snakes ____ Plane" (2 wds.)

11. Pleasing

12. She, in Marseille

13. Beheld

19. Threesome

21. Slope

25. Hopping insect

27. Raggedy Ann, e.g.

29. Go wrong

31. Shortly
32. A great lake
33. Divorce city
34. Hindu garb
35. Toast topping
36. Cabbage dish
40. Close loudly
41. Droop
42. List entry
43. Refresh
45. Garfield's favorite dish
48. Advance upon
49. Briny
51. Serious injury
53. Wave type
55. Road bends
56. T-bone, e.g.
57. Shore birds
58. Japanese wrestling
59. Burden
60. Scoop water
62. Mailed
65. Sis's sib
66. Coloring fluid

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  24,  2022

C R O S S WO R D 517

SOLUTION 516

Kangana has never
danced at weddings,

denied ‘insane 
amount of money’ A

ctor Karan Deol,
the son of Sunny
Deol, has opened

up about his physical
transformation. Karan
shared a video on
Instagram, which cap-
tures his fitness regime
and shows him in a lean-
er form.

In contrast to the ath-
letic style of the body
that necessitates inten-
sive training and a tight
dietary regime, bulking
up or cutting can be ac-
complished with ease.

Karan captioned the
video, "Every End is a
new beginning. Every to-
morrow is a sequel of
today! KEEP MOVING
FORWARD, THAT'S
HOW WINNING IS
DONE: #Rocky (sic)."

Karan's nickname is
Rocky and looking at his
recent transformation
coupled with his

Instagram caption, one
can easily say that he is
inspired from the film
title that resembles his
name, ‘Rocky'.

Talking about his ef-
forts to achieve the physi-
cal makeover, Karan

said, "I feel like I am mov-
ing towards the best
shape in my life. Initially
the goal was being fit &
growing muscle, but now
the regime is transform-
ing all aspects of my life."

He added: "Be it self

discipline, needle pointed
focus, mental clarity or
dietary habits, I have
seen growth in every
sphere. So I'm looking
forward to ending the
year with the start of this
journey."

Leaner, more athletic: Karan
Deol goes for physical makeover

R
aveena Tandon is
one of the most
loved actresses of

all times, and in her clas-

sic act as an investigative
cop in her debut OTT se-
ries Aranyak (Netflix),
she proved that whatever
the medium be, she will
always excel as a per-
former. Making her digi-
tal debut with a stellar
performance, Raveena
Tandon beat Madhuri
Dixit for The Fame Game
and Sushmita Sen for
Arya to win the Filmfare
OTT award for Best Actor,
Series (Female): Drama

for her role in Aranyak.
The beloved actor made
her foray into the world of
OTT in recent times. At
the Filmfare OTT Awards
2022, which honours
Tandon,

Cradling the trophy in
her arms, she would like
to dedicate her award to
all the women in uniform,
“The lady officers who
risk their lives whether
they are in traffic or in
the police force or navy.

This is for those women
who balance their life,
children, husband, In
laws, homes, and goals
and still achieve in their
careers. More power to
these women.” Raveena
said

Tandon played the char-
acter of female cop
Kasturi Dogra in
Aranyak. It was an au-
thor-backed part which
Raveena did full justice to
as an actor.

Raveena dedicates her Filmfare
OTT award to all women in uniform

A
nkur Verma essay-
ing the role of
Rajiv in COLORS’

Parineetii says, “This
year started with a bang
as I bagged my first lead
show ‘Parineetii’. I’m
blessed to be part of this
show which has been gar-
nering lots of love from
the audience since it pre-
miered. The upcoming
year looks bright and daz-
zling and I am confident
that I will work even
harder. I think that’s a
great resolution. I've been
looking forward to head-
ing home to celebrate the
new year with my loved
ones and family and wel-
come 2023 with a new be-
ginning. My life's motto is
to keep getting better and
better over time! I wish all
the viewers a Happy New
Year.”

Shivika Pathak essay-

ing the role of Jeevika in
COLORS’ Agnisakshi
says, “The year 2022 was
initially very mysterious
and later a surprise box
for me as I got to do my
debut in ‘Agnisakshi’. I
believe I have received the
best gift this year and
being a part of COLORS

gives me immense happi-
ness. I will be welcoming
2023 by seeking blessings
from my parents and
would love to celebrate it
with the Agnisakshi
team. I will give my best
and wish people whole-
heartedly accept me as
Jeevika and Shivika both,

as the show's success is
my success.”

Anchal Sahu essaying
the role of Parineet in
COLORS’ Parineetii says,
“The year 2022 was one of
the most special years of
my life. Yes, there were
many ups and downs, but
I guess that’s a part of life
and I am grateful for hav-
ing a beautiful one. I am
glad to be a part of COL-
ORS’ most admired show
‘Parineetii’, which has
been greatly supported by
its viewers and I hope
they continue to do so. I
appreciate and thank
COLORS for giving me
this opportunity.
Entering 2023, I have a
new year resolution
where I want to become a
better version of myself
every day and keep work-
ing harder toward my
skills and craft.

COLORS’ actors welcome the new year 2023 

The star famous in
Tollywood as the 'Mass

Maharaja', Ravi Teja, and
director Trinadha Rao Nakkina
are all set to roll out their
action entertainer 'Dhamaka'
on Friday with premieres
across India and in the US.
A day before the release of the
movie, produced by T.G.
Vishwa Prasad, under the ban-
ner of People Media Factory,
Ravi Teja interacted with the
media and his fans. He said
that he enjoyed the process of
spending time with his fans.
"These meetings send out pos-
itive energy and this boosts
our confidence," Ravi Teja
said.
Unlike his previous films, Ravi
Teja is actively promoting
'Dhamaka'. He, however, clari-
fied: "I don't like to talk much
about my movies, I want my
movies to talk more. If a film
leads to a positive buzz after
the first show, then there's
nobody who can stop it from
becoming a hit." It's been a
while since Ravi Teja did a
completely entertaining movie,
but he said 'Dhamaka' is the
"perfect out-and-out entertain-
er", after 'Raja The Great'.

Ravi Teja is one actor who has
no qualms about working with
newcomers. "I like working
with newcomers," he said.
"There is enthusiasm, excite-
ment and hunger in them to
prove themselves."
The film's audio album is
already a chartbuster and
Ravi Teja is all praise for
composer Bheems
Ceciroleo. "He is a
very good tune
maker. Every

song in the movie has is a
superhit."
Ravi Teja said he loved his
stint with director
Trinadha Rao Nakkina --
"he is a jovial person
and real fun to work
with," he noted.
"And Prasanna
Kumar's dia-
logues
are the
other big
assets."

‘Dhamaka’ is an out-and-out
entertainer, declares Ravi Teja

Z
ee Studios' next fea-
ture is the Devashish
Makhija directed

Joram, a survival-thriller
abouta displaced indige-
nous man. Made in collab-
oration with Makhijafilm -
an independent produc-
tion house jointly owned
by Devashish himself and
c u r a t o r - p r o d u c e r
Anupama Bose-  it will
have its World Premiere at
the upcoming 52nd
International Film
Festival Rotterdam (IFFR).
IFFR returns with this edi-
tion to play as a bigger, ro-
bust on ground festival
after 2 online editions in
2021 & 2022 because of the
pandemic. The film stars
Manoj Bajpayee, Zeeshan
Ayyub, Smita Tambe and
Megha Mathur. It also fea-
tures Tannishtha
Chatterjee, and Rajshri
Deshpande in special ap-
pearances.

JORAM is Devashish's
third collaboration with
Manoj Bajpayee, and his
third film to be screened at
IFFR after Ajji (2018) and

Bhonsle (2019). The film
was also part of FBR sec-
tion of the Viewing Room
at NFDC’s Film Bazaar,
2022. JORAM Director &
Partner, Makhijafilm,
Devashish Makhija
says,"JORAM is my third
film at IFFR, after AJJI
(2018) and BHONSLE
(2019), but the first film
produced by Anupama
Bose and myself as
Makhijafilm, and backed
by Zee Studios, a rare
Indian studio that loves
and nurtures independ-
ent-spirited cinema like
ours. JORAM features
some of the finest interna-
tional actors from India -
Manoj Bajpayee, Mohd.

‘JORAM,’ to have its
‘World Premiere’ at

52nd IFFR 2023
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Kochi, Dec 23 (PTI):

England all-rounder
Sam Curran on Friday be-
came the most expensive
player in the history of
IPL auctions after fetching
a whopping Rs 18.5 crore
bid from Punjab Kings
here.

An intense bidding fol-
lowed for Curran with
Mumbai Indians, Royal
Challengers Bangalore,
Rajasthan Royals,
Chennai Super Kings,
Lucknow Super Giants
and Punjab Kings raising
their paddles frenetically
to secure the services of
T20 World Cup player-of-
the tournament.

In the end, it was
Punkab Kings that broke
the bank to get Curran,
who drew highest-ever bid
that bettered the previous
best buy of Rs 16.25 crore
that Rajasthan Royals had
shelled out to grab South
African all-rounder Chris
Morris in 2021.

Australia all-rounder
Cameroon Green was sec-
ond-highest earner, fetch-
ing Rs 17.5 crore bid from
Mumbai Indians.

England Test skipper
Ben Stokes was the third-
highest gainer, fetching Rs
16.25 crore from CSK who

pipped Kolkata Knight
Riders in another intense
bidding war.

England players were in
demand as batter Harry
Brook earned a Rs 13.25
crore winning from
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

Brook, who struck three
hundreds in as many
games and set new record

for most runs by an
England batter in a Test se-
ries in Pakistan, started at
a base price of Rs 1.5 crore.

The bidding for Brook
was mainly between SRH
and Rajasthan Royals.

India international
Mayank Agarwal was also
bought by Sunrisers
Hyderabad for Rs 8.25

crore. His base price was
set at Rs 1 crore. New
Zealand stalwart Kane
Williamson was sold at his
base price at Rs 2 crore to
Gujarat Titans.

Out-of-favour India bat-
ter Ajinkya Rahane was
sold at his base price of Rs
50 lakh to Chennai Supper
Kings, the only bidder for

the player. South Africa
batter Rilee Rossouw and
Bangladesh al-rounder
Shakib-Al-Hasan went un-
sold. West Indies all-round-
er Jason Holder was sold
to Rajasthan Royals for Rs
5.75 crore.

SAM CURRAN BECOMES MOST EXPENSIVE PLAYER IN IPL HISTORY

England allrounder Sam
Curran broke Chris Morris'
record (INR 16.25 crore) to
become the most expensive
buy at an IPL auction, when
Punjab Kings outbid
Chennai Super Kings and
Mumbai Indians to sign him
for INR 18.25 crore (USD
2.25 million).Sam Curran is
also the most expensive
player in IPL history - even
more than retained players
like Virat Kohli and KL Rahul
- and was reunited with the
franchise that first wel-
comed him into the league
at an INR 7.2-crore bid in
2019. Curran was the Player
of the Final and the
Tournament at the 2022 T20
World Cup in Australia.

Sam Curran:  INR
18.25 crore:

Punjab Kings

Mumbai managed to get
Cameron Green for INR
17.50 crore, making the
Australian allrounder the
second most expensive
player in IPL auction histo-
ry. Green's T20 stocks have
risen significantly in the last
six months. Not part of
Australia's T20 World Cup
squad initially, the all-
rounder was a last-minute
inclusion after Josh Inglis
picked up an injury while
playing golf. Green had shot
into the limelight after a
prolific T20I series in India,
where he made 118 runs,
including two half-cen-
turies, at a strike rate of
214.54 at the top of the
order. 

Cameron Green:
INR 17.50: 

Mumbai Indians

Stokes and Curran's
England team-mate Harry
Brook also made a splash
when Sunrisers Hyderabad
staved off aggressive bid-
ding from Rajasthan Royals
to secure his services for
INR 13.25 crore (USD 1.6
million approx). This is the
most a franchise has paid to
sign an overseas batter at
an auction. Brook, 23, is set
to feature in his maiden IPL
season following a breakout
year in international cricket.
Only two months ago in
Pakistan, his first interna-
tional overseas trip, Brook
impressed with his clean
power hitting to win the
Player-of-the-Series award
after hitting 238 runs at a
strike rate of 163.01, in a
series England won 4-3.

Harry Brook:  INR
13.25 crore:
Sunrisers

HyderabadEngland allrounder Ben
Stokes became the costli-
est signing by Chennai
Super Kings in auction his-
tory at INR 16.25 crore.
Stokes will line-up along-
side MS Dhoni in the IPL
once again, after a brief
stint together at Rising
Pune Super Giant. Royal
Challengers Bangalore and
Rajasthan Royals also
raised the paddle for
Stokes, but it soon became
clear their limited budgets
were going to be a con-
straint. Having come into
the auction with INR 20.45
crores, CSK spent nearly
80% of their budget on
Stokes alone. 

Ben Stokes: INR
16.25 crore: Chennai

Super Kings

Mirpur, Dec 23 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant enhanced
his reputation as the team's
biggest game-changer with
a scintillating 93, putting
India in a commanding po-
sition to complete a series
clean sweep against
Bangladesh on the second
day of the second Test here
on Friday.

Pant, who got out in the
90's for the sixth time in his
Test career, again brought
his 'A' game to the fore with
a counter-attacking knock
that formed the corner of
India's first innings score
of 314.

Between lunch and tea,
the match which seemed to
be hanging in balance was
singlehandedly changed by
Pant, whose 104-ball in-
nings had seven fours and
five huge sixes -- a few of
them being one handed
lofts.

Shreyas Iyer, who has
been very consistent since
his Test debut last year,
also batted with a lot of in-
tent but missed his second
hundred of the series, get-
ting out for 87 off 105 balls.

Riding on the 159-run
fifth wicket stand between
Pant and Iyer, India, who
were left tottering at 94 for
4, will fancy their chances
for a fourth-day finish and
consolidate their position
in the World Test

Championship table.
Trailing by 87 runs,

Bangladesh were seven for
no loss at stumps on Day 2

but batting will only get dif-
ficult on the third day and
playing Ravichandran
Ashwin and Axar Patel on

this track will be a
Herculean job.

If the morning session
belonged to Bangladesh's
left-arm spinner Taijul
Islam (4/74 in 25 overs),
who had rocked the top-
order with wickets of skip-
per KL Rahul (10),
Shubman Gill (20) and
Cheteshwar Pujara (24), by
the end of the afternoon,
Pant struck like tornado,
blowing the hosts away.

It only helped Iyer at the
other end, who was equally
aggressive and a surface
that looked difficult to bat
on suddenly appear to be a
willow wielder's paradise.

Pant literally manhan-
dled the Bangladeshi spin
troika by smashing five
sixes -- two off Taijul, a cou-
ple off Mehidy Hasan
Miraz and one off skipper
Shakib Al Hasan.

India were in trouble at
94 for four when Virat
Kohli (24, 73 balls) once
again nicked one off
Taskin Ahmed outside the
off-stump channel before
Pant propelled the Indian
innings.

But Taijul was made to
look pedestrian by the mav-
erick keeper-batter from
Rourkee.

Pant hammered Taijul
into submission by repeat-
edly dancing down the
track and carting him ei-
ther in the arc between the

mid-wicket and long-on or
by lofting him down the
ground.

The most exhilarating
one was a one-handed
down-the-ground shot off
rival captain Shakib. And
it was not at all surprising
when he repeated the stuff
off Miraz over long-on for a
100-metre long maximum.

The Bangladeshi
bowlers, who were pumped
up at the lunch break, had
drooped shoulders by the
time tea was called.

Pant's beast mode did
rub off on Iyer as he also
lofted Miraz for his first six
and duly completed his sec-
ond half-century of the se-
ries with a single.

By the time, Pant nicked
one to Nurul Hasan behind
the stumps, missing out on
yet another Test hundred,
he was completely done
and didn't come out to keep
after experiencing cramps.

Magnificent Pant, steady Iyer put India in command

Shreyas Iyer (L) and Rishabh Pant run between the wickets during
the second day of the second cricket Test match between
Bangladesh and India at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium in Dhaka on December 23.

Bangladesh: 227 & 7 for
no loss in 6 overs
(Najmul Hossain Shanto
5 batting, Zakir Hasan 2
batting).
India 1st Innings: 314
all out in 86.3 overs
(Rishabh Pant 93,
Shreyas Iyer 87; Taijul
Islam 4/74, Shakib Al
Hasan 4/79).

Brief Scores

Melbourne, Dec 23 (PTI):

"Refreshed and ready to
play the game," World Cup-
winning skipper Meg
Lanning is set to return
from her break and lead
Australia in the ODI series
against Pakistan next
month.

The 30-year-old had
taken time off from the
game to focus on herself
following Australia's gold-
medal finish at the
Commonwealth Games in
August. She missed the
women's Big Bash League

and the recently-conclud-
ed tour of India due to her
break, that lasted five
months. "I can't wait to be
out on the field again with
@ a u s w o m e n c r i c k e t
against Pakistan.

Sometimes you just
have to hit pause, step
back and take a breather.
That's certainly what I
needed," Lanning posted
on her Instagram on
Friday. "The past 6 months
have taught me a lot. I've
learnt so much about my-
self and who and what is
important to me. I've al-
ways played my cards pret-
ty close to my chest.

"This experience has
given me a greater appre-
ciation of how opening up
and talking to the people
that care about you really
can make the tough times
feel easier. It's ok to ask for
help and admit that you
don't have everything
under control.

"Having enjoyed some
time and space. I feel re-
freshed and ready to play
the game that I love in
teams that love. It's such
an exciting time for the
game and I can't wait to be
part of it!" she added.

Cricket Australia (CA)
on Friday named a 13-mem-
ber squad for the three-
match ODI series at home,
starting January 16.

Lanning returns to captain
Australia against Pakistan

Laussane , Dec 23 (AP):

Three-time Olympic
weightlifting champion
Lyu Xiaojun of China
has tested positive in a
doping case, the
International Testing
Agency said on
Thursday.

The ITA said Lyu test-
ed positive for EPO, an
endurance boosting hor-
mone banned in sports,
on October 30 while he

was training. The
Chinese star is provi-
sionally suspended while
a disciplinary case is
prosecuted. Now aged 38,
Lyu said on winning a
third straight Olympic
title in Tokyo last year
that he would target a
fourth at the 2024 Paris
Games. He was the old-
est-ever weightlifting
gold medalist when he
won the men's 81-kilo-
gram category in Tokyo.

Three-time Olympic
champion Lyu tests
positive for doping

England recalls
Stuart Broad for 

test series in 
New Zealand

London, Dec 23 (AP):

Experienced bowler Stuart
Broad has been recalled to
England's squad for the two-test
series in New Zealand while ris-
ing star Rehan Ahmed will not
make the trip.
The 36-year-old Broad is back
after missing the recent 3-0 test
series sweep in Pakistan for the
birth of his first child. The first
test begins Feb. 16 at Mount
Maunganui. Ahmed became the
country's youngest ever men's
test cricket player when the 18-
year-old legspinner lined up
against Pakistan in Karachi last
week and took a decisive five-
wicket haul. The tests in New
Zealand are not likely to favor
spin and, with Jack Leach retain-
ing his status as first-choice,
Ahmed did not make the 15-man
squad with England also taking a
careful approach over his devel-
opment. Ahmed will play in the
UAE T20 League in January.

Manchester, Dec 23 (AP):

Erling Haaland scored
his 24th goal of the season
but it was Nathan Ake's
first that clinched
Manchester City's 3-2 win
over Liverpool in the
English League Cup.

Kevin De Bruyne, one of
six City starters coming
off World Cup duty, set up
both goals and Riyad
Mahrez scored just after
halftime to help City reach
the quarterfinals.

De Bruyne, part of
Belgium's squad that
failed to advance from the
group stage in Qatar,
crossed to Haaland to open
the scoring in the 10th
minute and later sent a
cross to the far post, where
Ake headed home in the
58th at the Etihad
Stadium.

Liverpool twice fought
back to equalize on goals
by Fabio Carvalho and
Mohamed Salah, respec-
tively, but its title defense
is over after Darwin

Nunez missed several
good chances in front of
the net. The victory keeps
Pep Guardiola's team on
course for a fifth cup title
in six seasons.

Haaland showed signs of

rustiness when he fired an
early chance over the bar,
but the Norwegian quickly
made amends with a 10th-
minute volley to make it
two-dozen goals in 19 ap-
pearances overall.

Haaland scores as Man City beats
Liverpool 3-2 in League Cup

Manchester City's Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (C) cele-
brates scoring the opening goal during the English League Cup
fourth round football match between Manchester City and
Liverpool, at the Etihad stadium in Manchester.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Defender Harmanpreet Singh
was on Friday named the cap-
tain of the 18-member Indian
squad which will compete at
the FIH men's Hockey World
Cup, commencing on January
13 in Odisha. Defender Amit
Rohidas will serve as
Harmanpreet's deputy.
Harmanpreet had also cap-
tained the side in the recent
series against Australia, where
the side fought hard before los-
ing the five-match rubber 1-4.
Mid-fielder Manpreet Singh had
led the team at the Tokyo
Olympics where India won a
historic bronze medal but he
will feature in the team as a
player this time as coach
Graham Reid has handed the
captain's band to different play-
ers over a period of time. Reid's
endeavour has been to create
leaders from the senior group.

Harmanpreet to
captain India at

hockey World Cup

Mirpur, Dec 23 (PTI):

He had manifested that
moment in his mind by vi-
sualising it over a 1000
times and when it finally
happened after 12 long
years of wait, Jaydev
Unadkat was both relieved
and delighted after Zakir
Hasan became his maiden
Test wicket.

Unadkat, who made his
Test debut against South
Africa at Centurion on
December 16 in 2010, was
named in the playing XI in
the second Test against
Bangladesh here on
Thursday.

On his Test debut,
which happened a dozen of
winters back, Unadkat
had gone for more than 100
runs in 26 wicketless overs
with Hashim Amla and
AB de Villiers scoring
hundreds and Jacques
Kallis hitting a double cen-
tury. "I did manifest it, I vi-
sualised it more than a
1000 times and there was a

moment when I actually
missed playing with the
red ball," Unadkat told
bcci.tv.

He ended the first in-
nings with the figures of
2/50 as India bowled out
Bangladesh for 227 on the
opening day.

Manifested my 1st test
wicket by visualising it

over 1000 times: Unadkat
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Artists perform during the Delhi International Arts Festival 2022, in New Delhi.

ARTS FESTIVAL 

Srinagar, Dec 23 (PTI): 

Five cops were among 17
persons arrested as a major
narcotics smuggling mod-
ule, originating from
Pakistan, was busted in the
Kupwara district of
Jammu and Kashmir, po-
lice said on Friday.

"In one of its biggest suc-
cesses against drug smug-
gling and peddling in the
district, Police has arrested
17 persons, including five
policemen, a political ac-
tivist, a contractor and a
shopkeeper from different
areas of the districts of
Kupwara and Baramulla,
unearthing another nar-
cotics smuggling module
originating from Pakistan,"
a police spokesman said.

He said while working re-
lentlessly to identify and
act against the drug ped-
dlers active in the north
Kashmir district, police ze-
roed in on some drug ped-
dlers active in Kupwara

town and its adjoining
areas. "On a tip-off, one
Mohammad Waseem Najar
-- a poultry shop owner and
a resident of Darzipura,
Kupwara, was arrested
with some quantity of nar-
cotics from his residential
house," the spokesman said.

After preliminary inves-
tigations, Najar admitted to
be a part of a big group of
drug peddlers and dis-
closed names of some of
his associates belonging to
the district as well as from
the Uri area of district
Baramulla involved in this
illegal trade, the
spokesman said.
"Subsequent raids were
conducted at various places
across the district and 16
more persons were arrest-
ed," he added.

The spokesman said
among the arrested were 5
policemen as well who
were identified as special
police officers (SPOs)
Haroon Rasheed Bhat,

Irshad Ahmed Khan, Sajad
Ahmad Bhat, Zahid
Maqbool Dar and
Constable Abdul Majeed
Bhat. A political activist
Ishfaq Habib Khan was
also among the arrested
persons.

Others who were arrest-
ed include Tahir Ahmed
Malik, a resident of
Rigipora, Khursheed
Ahmed Khan, a dry fruits
shopkeeper and his son
Imtiyaz Khan, Tamheed
Ahmed Khan, a Pakistan-
based terrorist handler,
Roman Mushtaq Bhat, a
resident of Uri in
Baramulla, and Asif
Rashid Hajam, a resident
of Batergam in Kupwara,
the spokesman said.

He said Abid Ali Bhat, a
resident of Bohipora
Kupwara, Tanveer Ahmad
Wani, a contractor,
Nadeem Javed of Uri
Baramulla and Tahir
Ahmad Khan, a resident of
Boniyar in Baramulla

were also arrested by dif-
ferent teams of Police
Station Kupwara.

The busting of this mod-
ule has yet again exposed
the direct involvement of
Pakistan-based terrorist
handlers in pumping nar-
cotics into Kashmir Valley,
aiming to destroy the
Kashmiri youth, the
spokesman said.

CBI lodges FIR against Abhijeet Group-promoted
Corporate Power for Rs 4,037-crore bank fraud

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed an
FIR against Abhijeet
Group promoted compa-
ny Corporate Power
Limited and its directors
for alleged bank fraud of
Rs 4,000 crore, officials
said on Friday. The
agency on Thursday
searched 16 locations in
multiple cities, including
Nagpur, Mumbai, Ranchi,
Kolkata, Durgapur,
Ghaziabad, and
Vishakhapatnam, in con-
nection with the case,
they said.

Corporate Power
Limited, a Kolkata-based
special purpose vehicle
promoted by Abhijeet
Group for setting up a
power plant in
Jharkhand, allegedly
committed a bank fraud of
Rs 4037.87 crore involving
a consortium of 20 banks,

according to a complaint
filed by Union Bank of
India, now a part of the
CBI FIR, the officials said.

They said several com-
panies of Abhijeet Group
and some of its directors
are already facing CBI
probes in connection with
coal scam cases and are
charge-sheeted as well.

Corporate Power
Limited, initially named
Chitarpur Coal and Power
Ltd, had envisaged setting
up a 540 MW power plant
in Latehar district of
Jharkhand in the configu-
ration of 4x135 MW at a
cost of Rs 2,900 crore, they
said.

"It was further alleged
that between 2009 and
2013, the borrower had
submitted manipulated
project cost statements
and diverted bank funds.
It was also alleged that
trade receivables, main

transactions to related
parties and funds were di-
verted to a web of various
companies that were
dummy accounts.
Accordingly, the borrower
was able to siphon off
funds," a CBI spokesper-
son said in a statement.

In the FIR, the agency
has named the company
and its promoters and di-
rectors, including Manoj
Jayaswal, Abhishek
Jayaswal, Abhijeet
Jayaswal, Rajiv Kumar,
Bishal Jaiswal, Munna
Kumar Jaiswal, P.N.
Krishnan, Rajeev Goyal,
Arun Kumar Shrivastava,
S N Gaikwad, Prem
Prakash Sharma and
Arun Gupta as the ac-
cused, it said.

The Union Bank, in its
complaint, has alleged
that the accused persons
cheated the bank with
"criminal intent" to make

a wrongful gain for them-
selves, according to the
statement.

They allegedly entered
into a criminal conspira-
cy disbursing amounts of
working capital from a
bank to a web of various
companies that are relat-
ed party companies, it
said. The funds were si-
phoned off to related
companies shown as
creditors in the account
books, the bank has al-
leged in the complaint.

"...Borrowers have com-
mitted the offence with
utmost dishonest and
criminal intentions of
causing huge loss to the
bank and the exchequer
for wrongful gain to
themselves by creating
fake companies to rotate
the money within the
dummy companies...," it
further alleged, as per the
statement.

Rape case: Chinmayanand appears
before court to file bail papers

Shahjahanpur (UP), Dec 23 (PTI): 

Former Union minister
Swami Chinmayanand on
Friday appeared before a
special MP-MLA court
here and filed bail papers
as directed by the
Allahabad High Court
while granting him inter-
im anticipatory bail in a
rape case.

According to his counsel
Firoz Hasan Khan, the for-
mer minister submitted
two bail bonds of Rs 1 lakh
each. The special court
fixed January 16 as the
next date of hearing.

The Allahabad High
Court on December 19 had
granted interim anticipa-
tory bail to

Chinmayanand till the
next date of hearing and
directed the complainant
woman and the state gov-
ernment to file their
replies within four weeks.

In the high court, the
former minister's counsel
Anoop Trivedi submitted
that he is a 76-year-old
man and has been falsely
implicated in the case.

Chinmayanand does not
have any criminal history.
The former MP is also run-
ning several medical and
educational institutions
and is a person of high po-
litical and spiritual value,
Trivedi said.

Additional Advocate
General M C Chaturvedi
and Additional

Government Advocate A K
Sand opposed the bail ap-
plication on behalf of the
state government.

In 2011, on a complaint
from one of his disciples, a
case of sexual exploitation
was registered against
Chinmayanand, the
founder of Mumukshu
Ashram.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment had in 2018 sent a
letter to the court through
the district magistrate to
withdraw the case, but the
complainant had objected
to it. The application for
withdrawal was dismissed
by the court and a bailable
warrant was issued
against the former Union
minister.
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a
charge sheet against
former Mumbai po-
lice commissioner
Sanjay Pandey and
former NSE CEO
Chitra Ramkrishna
and other top execu-
tives of the bourse in

connection with alleged
tapping of phones of execu-
tives of the stock market,
officials said Friday.

The agency, in its charge
sheet filed before a special
court here, has alleged that
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) had paid Rs 4.54

crore (approx) in 8 years to
ISEC Services Pvt Ltd,
where Pandey was a direc-
tor, for carrying out illegal
interception of phones at
the bourse employees in
the name of cyber vulnera-
bility study, they said.

"It was alleged that unau-
thorised recording and
monitoring of personal call
lines in NSE started in 1997
when then MD (Ravi
Narain) and then
DMD/MD (Ramkrishna) of
NSE connected call lines of
NSE employees to a digital
voice recorder provided by
a private company," CBI
spokesperson said here.

The agency has named
Pandey, two former execu-
tives of the accused compa-
ny, former top executives of
NSE including managing
director Ravi Narain,
deputy managing director
Ramkrishna, executive
vice president Ravi
Varanasi, head (premises)
Mahesh Haldipur, group
operating officer Anand
Subramanian, officer on
special duty SB Thosar, and
manager (premises)
Bhupesh Mistry.

The agency has accused
them under charges of
criminal conspiracy, de-
struction of evidence,

criminal breach of trust,
provisions of the Indian
Telegraph Act and
Prevention of Corruption
Act, they said. The CBI had
taken up the case on July 7,
2022, based on the inputs re-
ceived during the probe of
the Co-location Scam in
NSE that ISEC Services
were illegally tapping land-
line phones of NSE em-
ployees, they said.

According to CBI, the ille-
gal interception started in
1997 when Narain and
Ramkrishna connected
NSE employees' call lines to
a digital voice recorder pro-
vided by a private company.

Ramkrishna supervised the
illegal activity for nearly 12
years with the help of other
accused NSE executives,
the agency has alleged.

In 2009, the monitoring of
calls was handed over to
ISEC, where Pandey was a
director. "To maintain se-
crecy, the work order was
allegedly issued to said pri-
vate company in the name
of 'conducting a periodic
study of cyber vulnerabili-
ties'," the official said. The
company installed a high-
end apparatus in 2012 in
NSE's basement, capable of
recording 120 calls simulta-
neously.

CBI charge sheets ex-Mumbai
police commissioner, NSE ex-CEO 
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

A Delhi court sum-
moned on Friday Ratul
Puri, nephew of former
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath, as
an accused in a money
laundering case linked to
an alleged fertiliser scam
for which Rs 685 crore was
paid as kickback. Special
Judge Vikas Dhull, while
taking cognizance of a
supplementary charge
sheet in the case, directed
Puri to appear before the
court on January 18.

The judge passed the
order while noting the sub-

missions made by the ED's
Special Public Prosecutor
Nitesh Rana that prima
facie there was enough evi-
dence to prosecute Puri in
the case. Besides Puri, the
judge also summoned
Sangam Theatres Private
Limited and Sanjay Jain,
who is currently in judi-
cial custody in the case.

The court also dismissed
Jain's plea seeking default
bail in the case, saying that
the ground was not suffi-
cient to grant him the re-
lief. "From the material
which has come on record
during the course of fur-
ther investigation, there is

sufficient material on
record to take cognizance
of the offence," the judge
said. He said Ratul Puri
and Sangam Theatres
Private Limited knowingly
assisted in the conceal-
ment of the proceeds of
crime and by showing it to
be untainted property.

"In the light of the
aforesaid discussion,
there is sufficient materi-
al on record to summon
accused Sanjay Jain,
Ratul Puri and Sangam
Theaters Private Limited
as an accused," the court
said. Puri is also an ac-
cused in cases related to

the AgustaWestland
chopper scam and Moser
Baer scam. He is current-
ly out on bail.

According to the ED, the
fertiliser scam case, also
involving RJD Rajya
Sabha MP Amarendra
Dhari Singh and IFFCO
Managing Director and
CEO U S Awasthi, relates
to illegal commissions
worth over Rs 685 crore al-
legedly paid to the NRI
sons of Awasthi and
Indian Potash Ltd (IPL)
Managing Director P S
Gahlaut, and some others
by overseas suppliers dur-
ing 2007-14.

FERTILISER SCAM

Kamal Nath’s nephew Ratul Puri
summoned by Delhi court 

‘Fast-track courts
in Punjab soon for
prompt disposal
of issues of NRIs’

LLuuddhhiiaannaa  ((PPuunnjjaabb)),,  DDeecc  2233  ((PPTTII))::
Punjab's NRI Affairs Minister
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal on
Friday said the state govern-
ment would soon set up fast-
track courts for prompt dispos-
al of civil cases involving
Punjabi Non-Resident Indians
(NRIs). 

Presiding over a 'Punjabi
NRIs Naal Milni' event at the
Guru Nanak Dev Bhawan,
Dhaliwal said the state govern-
ment was committed to ensur-
ing prompt resolution of their
grievances through such meets.
The minister said the fast-track
courts would be functioning
solely for the speedy redressal
of civil cases of NRIs. "I have al-
ready spoken to the chief minis-
ter in this regard," Dhaliwal
said, adding the process will be
initiated soon.

Police busts narcotics module in
Kupwara, 5 cops among 17 arrested



JEE-Advanced 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Joint
Entrance Exam (JEE)
Advanced for admission
to the Indian Institutes of
Technology will be con-
ducted on June 4, 2023,
IIT Guwahati announced
on Friday. The institute is
responsible for conduct-
ing the crucial examina-
tion for 2023. According
to IIT officials, it is com-
pulsory for candidates to
appear in both the
papers. "The JEE-
Advanced 2023 will be
conducted by the seven
zonal coordinating IITs
under the guidance of the
Joint Admission Board
2023 (JAB 2023). 

Asphyxiation
NNooiiddaa:: Two men died of
asphyxiation after a fire
broke out in a carton
warehouse in Greater
Noida early Friday, police
officials said. The
deceased have been iden-
tified as Baburam (33)
and Avneesh (32), both
natives of Baduaun dis-
trict in Uttar Pradesh, a
police spokesperson said.
"The fire broke out in the
warehouse in village
Milak Lachhi around 1.30
AM. A team of local
police and firefighters
rushed to the spot after
which the blaze was
brought under control,"
the spokesperson said.

NIA raid
JJaammmmuu:: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday conducted
searches at 14 locations
in different districts in a
case related to terror
activities of various pro-
scribed outfits in Jammu
and Kashmir, an official
said. The raids were con-
ducted in Jammu, Kulgam
(south Kashmir),
Pulwama, Anantnag and
Sopore in (north
Kashmir's Baramulla), a
spokesperson of the fed-
eral agency said. The
agency said the searches
were carried out in con-
nection with a case which
was suo-moto registered
on June 21 by the NIA
Police Station in Jammu.

Bakery set afire
KKoocchhii:: A man torched a
bakery here after its
owner allegedly misbe-
haved with his minor
daughter, police said on
Friday. The confectionery
seller was held under
POCSO Act and the father
of the girl was arrested
for arson and both were
lodged in prison after
they were remanded to
judicial custody by a
court. On Wednesday,
Baburaj, who owns the
outlet, allegedly misbe-
haved with the child when
she was in the shop to
buy sweets and she com-
plained to her father. 
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A child wears santa cap ahead of
Christmas, in Amritsar, Friday.
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Ahead of the festive sea-
son, the Centre on Friday
asked states and Union ter-
ritories to take measures
to avoid overcrowding and
ensure adequate ventila-
tion for indoor gatherings
and wearing of masks in
crowded places.

In a letter to states and
UTs, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
stressed on monitoring
and reporting of district-
wise influenza-like illness
(ILI) and severe acute res-
piratory illness (SARI)
cases in all health facili-
ties on a regular basis for
detecting the early rising
trend of cases.

These cases may also be

tested for COVID-19,
Bhushan said.

Ensure higher samples
for whole genome se-
quencing amongst positive

samples of COVID-19 in
the community so as to en-
able timely detection of
new variants, if any, in the
country, he wrote.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

The Winter session of
Parliament concluded on
Friday, six days ahead of
schedule, with opposition
members forcing repeated
adjournments in the final
days over their demand
for a discussion on the
border issue with China.

In his valedictory ad-
dress, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla said the produc-
tivity of the House was 97
per cent during the 13 sit-
tings which saw passage
of seven bills, including
the supplementary de-
mands for grants and the
Maritime Anti-Piracy
Bill.

The session began on
December 7 and was origi-
nally scheduled to end on

December 29. However,
members requested the
government and the pre-
siding officers of both the
House to end the proceed-
ings early citing the fes-
tive season and New Year
celebrations ahead.

In both the Houses, op-
position members pressed
for discussion on the bor-
der issue with China,
which was turned down
by presiding officers.

Indian and Chinese
troops clashed along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in the Tawang sec-
tor of Arunachal Pradesh
on December 9 and the
face-off resulted in
"minor injuries to a few
personnel from both
sides", according to the
Indian Army.

Kawardha, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Four persons were killed and as
many others injured when their
car fell into a gorge in
Chhattisgarh's Kabirdham dis-
trict in the wee hours of Friday,
police said. The deceased
included three women, of whom
one was a septuagenarian, they
said. The incident took place
around 1 am at Polmi Ghati
under Kukdur police station lim-
its when the victims were
returning to their native place
in Bemetara district from
Prayagraj (Uttar Pradesh)
where they had gone for the
immersion of mortal remains of
their deceased family member,
Kabirdham Additional
Superintendent of Police
Manisha Thakur said.
Soon after being alerted about
it, a police team was rushed to
the spot and a rescue operation
was launched in the 50-feet
deep gorge where the vehicle
had fallen, she said.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

The Delhi Police is like-
ly to get the narco test re-
port of Aaftab Poonawala
in connection with the
Shraddha Walkar murder
case from the Forensic
Science Laboratory (FSL)
here on Friday, officials
said.

According to the offi-
cials, the narco test report
is ready and the investigat-
ing officer has been asked
to collect it.

Police said according to
the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory
(CFSL) report, the blood
samples recovered from
Poonawala's house were
Walkar's. During the in-
vestigation, police had col-
lected the blood samples
from Poonawala's

Mehrauli flat and sent
those for examination.

On December 15, police
had said the DNA samples
extracted from the bones
found in a forest area and
the blood traces found at
the house where Walkar
was killed had matched
with the samples of her fa-
ther. The evidence comes
more than a month after
Poonawala was arrested
for allegedly killing
Walkar, his live-in partner.
Police had found 13 bone
pieces from the Mehrauli
forest and its nearby areas
while searching for
Walkar's body parts.

Walkar (27) was alleged-
ly strangled, her body
chopped into 35 pieces and
disposed of in various
parts of Delhi by
Poonawala.

Kathmandu, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Charles Sobhraj, a
Frenchman of Indian and
Vietnamese parentage, was
on Friday released from a
Nepalese prison on the apex
court's order after serving
19 years in jail on murder
charges.

Sobhraj was handed over
to the immigration authori-
ties to process his papers,
officials said.

A joint bench of justices
Sapana Pradhan Malla and
Tilak Prasad Shrestha on
Wednesday ordered to free
78-year-old from jail.

His release was delayed
by a day as the immigration
authorities on Thursday re-
quested to postpone his re-
lease till Friday citing lack
of space to accommodate
him. His release from the

Central Prison on
Thursday was delayed by a
day as the Department of
Immigration, where
Sobhraj was to be sent for
deportation, did not have a
separate room ready for
him. The apex court had or-
dered the government to de-
port him to the country that

issued him passport within
15 days, unless he is wanted
in some other case.

Nicknamed "the Bikini
Killer" and "the Serpent"
due to his skill at deception
and evasion, Sobhraj was
serving a life-term in the
Kathmandu jail since 2003
for the murder of
American woman Connie
Jo Bronzich in 1975 in
Nepal.

In 2014, he was convicted
of killing Laurent Carriere,
a Canadian backpacker,
and given a second life sen-
tence. A life-term in Nepal
means 20 years in jail.

The order by the division
bench of Nepal's top court
came after Sobhraj filed a
plea claiming that he was
put in prison more than the
period recommended for
him.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

The minimum support
price (MSP) of crops can
guarantee stable prices but
not always the best rates,
which can only be ensured
through fair competition in
the market, Niti Aayog mem-
ber Ramesh Chand said on
Friday.

He was addressing an
agriculture conclave organ-
ised by Rural Voice, a digital
media platform.

Speaking on the demand
of farmer groups to make
MSP a legal right, Chand
noted that cultivators want
it to get the best price for
their produce and also to
protect themselves from
price fluctuations.

"In my view, MSP is not
the best price in all situa-
tions. It is definitely a stable

price but not the best price.
Best price comes from com-
petition. If there is competi-
tion in the market, farmers
can get the best price," he
said. The government fixes
MSP for 22 crops. It procures
wheat and paddy for supply
through ration shops under
various welfare schemes.
Some quantities of oilseeds
and pulses are also pro-
cured. Chand, who is also a
member of the government-
appointed committee on
MSP, cautioned that one
should not become too de-
pendent on the MSP, adding
that farmers should take ad-
vantage of market opportu-
nities. He further said maxi-
mum growth is being wit-
nessed in those sectors
where the government's in-
tervention on the price front
is minimum.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

The Delhi High Court sought
on Friday the response of the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) and the Centre
to a plea challenging the rule
making it compulsory for vehi-
cles without FASTag to pay
double the the toll tax.
A bench of Chief Justice Satish
Chandra Sharma and Justice
Subramonium Prasad issued
notices to the NHAI and the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRT&H) on the
petition which contended that
the rule was discriminatory,
arbitrary and against public
interest as it empowers the
NHAI to collect toll at double
the rate, if paid in cash. The
high court granted four weeks
to the authorities to file their
replies and listed the matter

for further hearing on April 18.
Petitioner Ravinder Tyagi, rep-
resented by advocate Praveen
Agrawal, has sought the
quashing of a provision of the
National Highway Fees
(Determination of Rates and
Collection) Amendment Rules,
2020 read with MoRT&H let-
ters and NHAI circular due to
which commuters without a
FASTag on their vehicles are
bound to pay double the toll
tax.
FASTag is a device that
employs Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) technolo-
gy for making toll payments
directly while the vehicle is in
motion. FASTag (RFID Tag) is
affixed on the windscreen of
the vehicle and enables a cus-
tomer to make the toll pay-
ments directly from the
account which is linked to it.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Aviation regulator DGCA will
put in place norms to compen-
sate a passenger whose ticket
for a particular class has been
involuntarily downgraded by
an airline. The move comes
against the backdrop of rising
complaints about airlines
involuntarily downgrading
tickets issued to passengers.
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is in the
process of amending the Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR)
pertaining to 'facilities to be
provided to passengers by air-
lines due to denied boarding,
cancellation of flights and
delays in flights." to protect
the rights of air travellers
affected by downgrading of
their ticket.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge on
Friday chaired a meeting of
top leaders on ways to
strengthen the organisation
and to take forward the
party's soon-to-be launched
outreach initiative.

Kharge held delibera-
tions with party general
secretaries, in-charges of
various states, PCC presi-
dents and CLP leaders on
ways to take forward the
two-month long 'Haath se
haath jodo abhiyan' that
would start from January
26. Rajasthan chief minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot,
Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter Bhupesh Baghel, gener-
al secretary organisation K

C Venugopal, Leader of the
House in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury, other
general secretaries
Randeep Surjewala, Mukul
Wasnik, Kumari Selja,
Tariq Anwar, Avinash
Pandey, party treasurer
Pawan Kumar Bansal,
Jitendra Singh and all PCC
presidents and CLP leaders
were present at the meet-
ing.

The Congress has decid-
ed to launch to reach out to
every household across the
country.

The leaders also deliber-
ated on the modalities of
the party's initiative during
which the message of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra will be
taken to the people's
doorstep. The campaign

will be launched soon after
the yatra ends in Jammu
and Kashmir by January
end. The yatra is set to
enter the national capital
on Saturday.

The campaign is part of
the Congress efforts to con-
tinue its mass outreach
plan which has gained mo-
mentum after the launch of
the Bharat Jodo Yatra from
September 7 from
Kanyakumari in Tamil
Nadu. As part of the cam-
paign, padyatras will be
taken out and a letter from
Rahul Gandhi, that talks
about the core message of
the yatra, will be distrib-
uted among the people
along with a 'charge sheet'
against the Narendra Modi
government.

16 Army personnel killed after
their truck falls into gorge

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Sixteen Indian Army
personnel including three
Junior Commissioned
Officers (JCOs) were
killed in a road accident
when the vehicle they
were travelling in fell into
a gorge while negotiating
a sharp turn at Zema in
North Sikkim, the Army
said. It said four injured
soldiers have been air
evacuated.

"In a tragic road acci-
dent, involving an Army
truck on December 23 at
Zema in North Sikkim, 16
bravehearts of the Indian
Army have lost their
lives," the Army said in
the statement. Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh
said he is "deeply pained"
over the loss of lives of
the personnel. "The na-
tion is deeply grateful for

their service and commit-
ment. My condolences to
the bereaved families.
Praying for the speedy re-
covery of those who are

injured," he said in a
tweet. The Army said the
truck was part of a three-
vehicle convoy that moved
from Chatten in the morn-
ing towards Thangu.
"Enroute at Zema, the ve-
hicle skidded down a steep
slope while negotiating a
sharp turn. A rescue mis-
sion was immediately
launched, and four in-
jured soldiers have been
air evacuated," the Army
said.

"Unfortunately, three
Junior Commissioned
Officers and 13 soldiers suc-
cumbed to the injuries sus-
tained in the accident.
Indian Army stands firm
with the bereaved families,
at this hour of loss." it said.

Indian Army personnel near the wreckage of an Army truck after
the vehicle skidded off while negotiating a sharp turn, at Zema in
North Sikkim, Friday.

Parliament’s Winter session
ends early amid demands for
discussion on Tawang clash

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Winter
Session of Parliament,
which was adjourned sine
die on Friday six days ahead
of schedule, is the eighth
consecutive session to be
cut short, data compiled by
a legislative think tank
showed. Since the 2020
Budget Session, all
Parliament sessions have
ended before their decided
date, the data compiled by
PRS Legislative Research
showed. In 2020, the budget
and monsoon sessions were
both cut short due to a
surge in Covid cases. 

‘2022 winter session 
is 8th consecutive 

session to be adjourned
before schedule’

Centre to states ahead of festive season

‘Avoid overcrowding, ensure wearing of
masks in crowded places’

A COVID care ward is set up as a precautionary measure amid rise
of corona virus cases in some countries, at Gandhi Nagar Hospital,
in Jammu, Friday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: With random coro-

navirus testing of internation-

al arriving passengers set to

start from Saturday, the

Ministry of Civil Aviation has

said that airlines' crew mem-

bers will have to bring such

identified passengers to the

testing facility at the airport.

Against the backdrop of rising

coronavirus cases in China

and some other parts of the

world, the government has

decided to subject 2 per cent

of the passengers arriving on

international flights to ran-

dom coronavirus test starting

from Saturday morning.

Random testing of
international arriving

passengers

Four killed as car
falls into gorge

Mehrauli murder case: Police
likely to get Poonawala’s

narco test report on Friday

HELPING HANDS

Visually challenged people help each other at a bus stand, in Bengaluru, Friday.

Norms to compensate
passengers whose 

tickets are involuntarily
downgraded soon

Kharge meets top Congress leaders
to strategise party’s outreach plan

HC asks NHAI to respond to plea
challenging collection of double toll
tax from vehicles without FASTag

French serial killer Charles Sobhraj released
from Nepal jail following SC’s order

‘MSP can only guarantee
stable price not best rate’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2233::  Several depart-
ments of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
including Blast Furnaces, Steel
Melting Shop 3, LDCP etc record-
ed best ever Daily and Shift
records on December 22, 2022,
breaking their previous records in
production and techno-economic
parameters. There has been su-
perlative daily performance in
production of Hot Metal,
Converting all hot metal in crude
steel resulting in no pig iron,
alongwith record performance in
SMS-3 and total crude steel.

Team BF achieved record daily
production of 20563 T Hot metal
on December 22, 2022. surpassing
the previous best of 19158 T on
November 30, 2022. BF collective
achieved ever best daily Coal Dust

Injection of 2638 T, creating a daily
record on December 22, 2022, sur-
passing the previous best of 2600 T
CDI on December 20, 2022. SMS 3
made all time high of 87 heats on
December 22, 2022, breaking its
previous daily production record of
73 heats made on November 30,
2022.  A daily record in Crude Steel
production of 14274 T was made
on December 22, 2022 by SMS-3
(almost 170% of present operating
capacity of 3 MT with 3 Casters),
which is also the highest for any
SMS Shop of similar capacity in
SAIL (BSP SMS-2, BSL SMS-2&
RSP SMS-2), surpassing the previ-
ous best of 12266 T Crude steel
production on November 30, 2022.
Best ever daily total Crude Steel
production of 20274 T was made
by SMS 2 and SMS 3 was made on
December 22, 2022, the previous

best being 19481 T on November
30, 2022. SMS- 3 also achieved
best ever shift record of 30 heats
in A shift on  December 22, 2022.
Team RMP/ LDCP achieved record
breaking performance by clocking
ever best monthly production of
2575 T Lime and Calcined
Dolomite, creating a new despatch
record on December 22, 2022, sur-
passing the previous best of 2496 T
on December 19, 2022. LDCP col-
lective has achieved ever best
daily despatch of 2575 T of Lime &
CD  to560 T to SMS 2, 1605 T TO
SMS 3 & 410 T to SPs  on
December 22, 2022.  Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works) con-
gratulated the concerned depart-
ments and associated depart-
ments for the record breaking per-
formances.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: Happiness
comes in small packages.
DAV Public School Hudco
proudly celebrated its mag-
nificent and reverberating
Annual Day of Junior
wing on Thursday,
December 22, 2022.The
whole programme re-
volved around the chil-
dren, their happiness and
childhood where they live
their everyday life as if it is
a festival and try to find
ways to turn their life into
a celebration.
Brahmakumari Asha Didi
(Director, Brahmakumari
centres, Bhilai graced the
programme as the chief
guest. The other digni-
taries present at the occa-
sion were AB Purung
(President, Arya Samaj),
Surendra Gupta (Arya
Samajist), PK Jha
(Chairman, LMC),
Amitabh Das (Principal,
Shri Sankaracharya
Vidyalaya), Ravi
Bhaskaran (DAV Jamul),
Priyanka Shukla (HM,

DAV ISPAT, Sec 2), Yogita
Sharma (HM,DAV
Antagarh). The pro-
gramme started with the
lighting of the ceremonial
lamp followed by the bou-
quet presentation and a
beautiful welcome dance
by the students of class III-
IV. Prashant Kumar (DRO,
DAV Institutions CG Zone)
formally welcomed the em-
inent guests,dignitaries,
and the parents. He pre-
sented the Annual Report
and highlighted the major
achievements and per-
formances of the Junior
wing in academics, co-cur-

ricular activities and
sports. He appreciated the
splendid efforts put in by
the students and teachers
and advised the parents to
encourage their children to
take advantage of all the fa-
cilities available in school
to hone the talent of their
children.He concluded that
we at DAV aim to bring in
physical, mental, spiritual
and social development of
the students making them
morally upright and hon-
est. The programme was a
blend of melodious songs,
beautiful dances and eye
opening skits. The evening

was made more colourful
by beautiful rhymes and
songs staged by the buds of
the Pre-Primary wing.
Chhattisgarhi folk dance
by the students of class II
exhibited the culture of the
state remarkably. The eye
opener dance 'Say no to
junk food' and English and
Hindi skit centered on con-
servation of environment
and drawbacks of mobile
made the spectators think.
The exhilarating perform-
ances by children of class
III and IV in retro and con-
temporary dance which
was full of colour, beauty,

rhythm and vibrancy mes-
merized the audience and
left them spell-bound. The
coordination, expressions
and confidence of the
young brigade, clad in vi-
brant attires left everyone
in awe. The Chief Guest ad-
dressing the spectators
said that 'values' which is
the need of the hour are
one of the powerful deter-
minants of human accom-
plishment, progress, fulfill-
ment and evolution. This
value in addition to educa-
tion prepares a child not
only to acquire skills and
earn livelihood but also
sharpens a child's inner
quality to make him or her
a better human.She was
full of appreciation for the
little wonders who taught a
big lesson to celebrate our
life everyday. The vote of
thanks was proposed by
Madam Manju Sharma
(Supervisory Head,Junior
Wing). The entire event
was a grand success and
concluded with shanti path
followed by the National
anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation lift-
ed the Mayor Cup in the
Chhattisgarh state level
Cricket Competition, a
tournament organised be-
tween the teams of corpo-
rations and public repre-
sentatives. The tourna-
ment was organised at
Subhash Stadium Raipur.
The final was played be-
tween Bhilai Mayor-XI and
Bilaspur Mayor-XI.

The Bhilai Mayor Neeraj
Pal's team won the match
by playing brilliant cricket.
Batting first the team
scored a towering 154 runs
on the loss of 8 wickets in
the stipulated 12 overs.
Though the team had a bad
start with the first, second,
third batsmen being un-
able to stay long in the
field, but Khursipar's Zone
President Bhupendra
Yadav, who came in as the
fourth batsman scored a
brilliant century hitting 10

sixes and 8 fours on 35
balls.

Not only did Bhupendra
show his performance with
the bat but also his blowing
expertise by taking 3 wick-
ets. Other star performer
was Umesh Sahu who
scored 20 runs on 11 balls,
in which he hit 2 sixes and
1 four. Chasing the target of
155, the team of Bilaspur
Mayor XI was able to score
only 98 runs by losing 8
wickets in the stipulated 12
overs and suffered defeat in

the final match.
Bhupendra Yadav won

the title of Man of the
Match in the final and
Umesh Sahu was titled
Man of the Series. Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu,
Mukesh Chandrakar, Saket
C h a n d r a k a r ,
E k a n s h B a n c h o r ,
Dharmendra Yadav also
reached Subhash Stadium
in Raipur to encourage the
team.

Mayor Neeraj Pal's team
of Mayor's XI included as

team captain zone presi-
dent Rajesh Chaudhary,
batsman zone president
Bhupendra Yadav, MIC
members Lakshmipati
Raju, Aditya Singh, Keshav
Choubey and Mannan
Gaffar Khan, councillor
Nitish Yadav, Umesh
Kumar Sahu, Engineer
Salman, Suman Sinha,
Yogesh Sahu and Rajendra
Banjare, who played an im-
portant role in winning the
Mayor's Cup for their team
by playing brilliantly.

Workshop on ‘Planning
for Superannuation’ held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: A special
two-day programme on
"Planning for
Superannuation" was or-
ganised on December 20-
21, 2022 at HRDC for non-
executive employees of
BSP and on December 22-
23, 2022 at BMDC, Sector-
7, for executives of BSP,
which were conducted by
Management &
Leadership Development
Centre (MLDC) Delhi

with three renowned fac-
ulties in this subject Dr
Jauhari Lal, Sushant
Vats and CL Arora who
are experts in Finance,
Health, Managing
Change Relationship,
Yoga, Pranayama etc. The
programme was inaugu-
rated by MM Gadre,
ED(P&A) BSP.

40 Non-executives in
the level of S6 and above
and 25 executives in the
level of E6 and above who
are due to superannuate

in recent times attended
the programme which is
highly beneficial for their
future life. The objectives
of the programme are:To
bring change in Attitude
and accept superannua-
tion as an opportunity to
enjoy life; To allay their
fear, apprehension and
anxiety about uncertain-
ty of future life; To create
awareness and lay down
priority to focus on their
wellbeing, happiness and
enjoy life.

TUs condemn SAIL Mgmt for cancelling JO written exam
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: The re-
sult of written examina-
tion for selection as
Junior Officers at SAIL
Plants / Units has been
cancelled on December
22, 2022. The trade
unions are condemning
the SAIL management
for cancelling the writ-
ten exam results and are
levelling allegations of
irregularities.

On the other hand,
Director (Personnel) of
SAIL has appreciated
the team of Bokaro Steel
Plant for remaining vigi-
lant throughout the
process and taking ini-
tiatives to reveal the dis-
crepancies.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that the
SAIL Management had

issued an order on
December 22 cancelling
the written exam of JO.
The written exam was
conducted on November
06, 2022 and the lists of
short-listed candidates
for interview prepared
on the basis of written
examination were noti-
fied on December 19,
2022.

Certain discrepancies
in evaluation and prepa-
ration of the result sub-
sequently came to the
notice of SAIL. Taking
cognizance of the same,
SAIL decided to cancel
the written examination
held on November 06,
2022 at all the 14 exami-
nation Centers.
Information regarding
re-examination schedule
and related modalities
will be communicated

later on.
LoktantrikIspat Evam

Engineering Mazdoor
Union condemned the
SAIL management and
termed its move of can-
celling the exam to be
dictatorial. The union al-
leged that transparency
was not maintained in
several previous written
examinations as well. In
2008, 2012 and 2018, many
employees approached
the court and their cases
are still pending.

For the recent JO
exam, thousands of em-
ployees spent thousands
of rupees and attended
coaching classes and pre-
pared for the exam. The
result was also declared
but within a couple of
days, the management
cancelled the exam in an
irresponsible manner.

HMS leaders stated
that the DOPT
(Department of
Personnel and Training)
had issued an order to
the SAIL management,
in which 50% posts were
to be reserved for senior
employees and to be se-
lected through direct in-
terview.

The union had in-
formed SAIL manage-
ment about this order
but it was not followed
by the SAIL manage-
ment and a written test
was conducted on 6th
November. HMS union
raised questions regard-
ing the transparency of
the written test as the
candidates had given the
exam through OMR
sheets.

After the exam, the
management should

have uploaded the an-
swer key on the intranet
but it was not done. Even
when the list of selected
candidates were de-
clared, the HMS union
had demanded to pro-
vide the information
about the score of the
written test, but on
December 19, the letter
for the interview was is-
sued by the SAIL
Corporate Office.

Now the decision to
cancel the written exam-
ination has triggered re-
sentment and confusion.
It needs to be mentioned
here that HMS had chal-
lenged the Junior Officer
Examination Policy 2018
before the Central
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e
Tribunal. The final hear-
ing is pending as the
court is vacant.
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Pay anomaly of 2008-2010 batch JOs resolved
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: SAIL
management has issued
an order on December 22
for the prevention of pay-
fixation anomalies. This
order will come into force
in all units of SAIL from
January 1, 2023.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that SAIL-
SEFI meeting was held on
September 22, 2022 in
which OA representatives
from all units of SAIL
had urged the SAIL man-
agement to explore ways
for removing the pay
anomalies of 2008 and
2010 batch Junior

Officers.
It could be recollected

here that pay and wage
revision of officers and
employees was done in
2007, in which officers
were given 30 percent
MGB and employees got
21 percent MGB.

Thereafter, some em-
ployees were promoted to
the rank of officers in
2008 and 2010 respectively.
In the year 2012, the wage
revision of the employees
was proposed again,
which was settled in the
year 2014.

In the wage revision fi-
nalised in 2014 by the then
SAIL management, the

DPE guidelines were vio-
lated and 17 percent MGB
was provided to the per-
sonnel. Consequent to
this wage revision, the
new pay scale of the per-
sonnel became higher
than the frontline officers.

According to the guide-
lines, "The pay scale given
to the employees in any
public undertaking in the
wage revision agreement
should not exceed that of
the officers in any case,
nor should any dispute
arise from that pay scale."

After this illogical deci-
sion affected the frontline
Junior Officers in SAIL,
who proved their abilities

in the competitive exami-
nation and entered the of-
ficer class ahead of their
personnel colleagues.

They were playing a
key role in the manage-
ment and operations of
shop floors in almost all
departments. With the ef-
forts of OA-BSP and
SEFI, the SAIL
Management had given
fix-pay as interim relief
to these junior officers
with effect from
01.01.2016.

OA-BSP reminded the
SAIL Management at the
time of implementation
of 3rd Pay Revision that
in 2012 Wage Revision,

the Management had
once again done injustice
to the front line officers
by violating the DPE
guidelines.

They tried to balance
by introducing a fixed
pay, but after the third
pay revision, pay fixation
is essential.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that on this
subject, junior officers
from the Bokaro and
Rourkela unit had plead-
ed for justice in the
courts. Due to which no
concrete positive action
could be taken between
SAIL and SEFI during
2017 to 2020.

When the group of jun-
ior officers did not get re-
lief in the courts, SEFI re-
sumed its efforts and
managed to get the orders
issued for Pay- Fixation of
Junior Officers.

With the efforts of
SEFI, the SAIL manage-
ment constituted a com-
mittee for pay-fixation of
junior officers on
September 03, 2021. The
committee determined
the proper method of pay-
fixation by studying the
salary discrepancy of jun-
ior officers working in
SAIL.

SEFI President
Narendra Kumar

Banchore said that the
pay-fixation of junior of-
ficers of 2008 and 2010
batch will provide justice
to these officers. These of-
ficers will get the benefit
of pay-fixation in the
New Year. The long wait
of 12 years is over now.

SEFI President
Narendra Kumar
Banchore, SEFI General
Secretary Abkash Malik
and OA BSP General
Secretary Parvinder
Singh have expressed
gratitude towards SAIL
President Soma Mandal,
Director Personnel
Krishna Kumar Singh,
Director Finance Anil

Kumar Tulsiani, Director
Incharge BSP Arniban
Dasgupta, Director
Incharge BSL Amalendu
Prakash, Director I/C
R o u r k e l a
A t a n u B h o w m i c k ,
Director I/C DSP & ISP
Brijendra Pratap Singh,
Executive Director
Personnel &
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Corporate Office Sameer
Swaroop, Chief General
Manager Neel Madhav
Padhi and General
Manager Vikram Utpal
for approving the pay-fix-
ation order by removing
the wage anomalies of
2008 and 2010 batch.

SAIL issues orders for pay fixation

BMC lifts Mayor Cup trophy for cricket
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 23: Maitri
Vidya Niketan EMSSS
Risali celebrated
Christmas and New Year
with great enthusiasm on
Friday. President MECA,
R a j a m S u d h a k a r a n ,
Director MECA and
Principal MVN Dr
SajithaThambi, Director
MECA S Sajan, Vice
Principal Dr Beena Sajeev
and Head Mistress Nishi
Sajan graced the occasion
with their presence.

The celebration started
with great pomp and show.
Stage had been decorated
with balls, stars and beau-
tiful Christmas tree.
Informative speeches con-
taining messages of love,
peace, humanity and  reso-
lution for New Year were
presented by Diwakar
Gaikwad and
TumeshwariSahu. Poems
related to Christmas eve
was presented by Simran
and Ritika of primary
class.

Attractive dance per-
formance by Pre-primary
students and Christmas
carol by primary students
enthralled the atmosphere
of celebration. Cherry on
the cake was the entry of
Rohit Lai as Santa or the
stage, bringing happiness
on every one's face. The
added attraction for the oc-
casion was conferring
awards to the students for

their excellence in sports.
Astha Singh of Class II-B

and Ayushi of class VI-A
got 3 position in the
Interschool drawing and
painting competition held
at DPS Bhilai. Subham
Kumar Sahu of Class I-B
qualified for National
Cross country 8 kms in
Korba and VishwajeetSahu
of class XI-B bagged medal
for boxingchampionship

organized by CBSE.
Principal Dr

SajithaThambi addressed
the students with her en-
couraging words for excel-
lence in coming exams.
She also added the role of
teachers and parents in the
life of students and wished
everyone a happy and pros-
perous New Year. The pro-
gram concluded with the
National Anthem.

Christmas and New Year Celebrations at MVN 

DAV HUDCO celebrates Annual Day (Primary Wing) BSP's BF, SMS 3 and LDCP create
new production records



COLOURFUL LIGHTING

The Churches have been decorated with colourful lights for the Christmas Festival
and drawing attention of all.
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Raipur, Dec 23: Health
Minister TS Singhdeo
today attended an online
meeting chaired by Union
Health Minister Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya
with Health Ministers
and Secretaries of all
States and Union
Territories of the country.
Union Health Minister Dr
Mandaviya reviewed the
preparedness and neces-
sary arrangements to deal
with Covid-19 in the coun-
try in the meeting.
Emphasizing on increas-
ing genome sequencing
and testing in all states,
he directed for continuous

monitoring. The Union
Health Minister asked the
states to ensure quick op-
erationalization of infra-
structure facilities relat-
ed to prevention and con-

trol of corona in hospi-
tals. He advised for wide-
spread adherence to
Covid-appropriate behav-
iour, including wearing of
masks. He also insisted

on the compulsory intro-
duction of the
Precautionary Dose of
the vaccine to prevent co-
rona for high-risk elderly
and vulnerable groups.

Singhdeo attends review 
meeting of Union Health Minister 

Health ministers and secretaries of various states attend meeting through video conferencing, 

RRaaiippuurr::  The Director Health

Services has written a letter to

the CHMO Raipur  and direct-

ed to carry out close monitor-

ing of passengers arriving at

the Swami Vivekanand Airport

and carry out random sam-

pling of the foreign passen-

gers. Apart from this he has

directed to keep a track record

of all the passengers coming

to Raipur and in case if the

report is positive, then

genome sequencing of the

samples should be done. This

monitoring in the Airport has

been asked to be started from

tomorrow. 

MMootthheerr,,  ddaauugghhtteerr  ffoouunndd  ppoossiittiivvee

A mother and daughter

from foreign tour coming to

Raipur Airport have been

found to be positive and this

has created sensation here

on Friday. So far their

genome sequencing has not

been done and amidst threat

of new variant of Corona, it

will be sent to AIIMS Raipur

genome sequencing. So far

there are only four positive

cases found in capital city. On

Dec 22, the health department

tested 1372 persons and out of

which a mother and daughter

on their return from USA have

been found to be corona posi-

tive. At the same time, two

others were tested positive on

Dec 21 test. 

‘Airport authorities directed 
to carry out random sampling’
 Of foreign 

passengers; keep
track of all domestic
passengers Preparations to

deal with Covid-19
reviewed

Associate Prof. of

KTUJMC nabbed
On charges of misbehaving

with girl student

Raipur, Dec 23: After
complaint by a girl stu-
dent in the Mahila
Thana against one
Associate Professor of
Kushabhau Thakre
University of
Journalism & Mass
Communication (KTU-
JMC), he has been
taken into arrest.

As per reports the
victimized student of
KTUJMC has filed a
written complaint in
Mahila Thana, that an
Associate Professor
Shailendra Khandelwal
reportedly behaves in
indecent manner and
not only this he even
threatens to fail them
in the exam, if this is
disclosed. The vic-
timised girl had even
informed that the
Associate Prof. has
threatened her with
death, if she discloses
or approaches Police.
She also charged that
the Associate Prof. has
made victim of inde-
cent behaviour with
other girls.

It was based upon the
complaint the police
from Mahila Thana
nabbed the Associate
Professor.

Raipur, Dec 23: 

Alumni Association of
GEC NIT Raipur in asso-
ciation with National
Institute of Technology
Raipur is organising the
Annual Alumni Day 2022
in synchronisation with
Diamond Jubilee of 1962
batch, Golden Jubilee
Reunion of 1972 batch,
Coral Reunion of 1987

batch and Silver Jubilee
Reunion of 1997 batch on
25th December 2022. Dr.
(Mrs.) A.B. Soni, Director
(I/C), NIT Raipur is pre-
siding over the same as
the Chief Guest.

Various Branch-wise
Departmental visits and
faculty interactions for
accessing and thereby,
contributing in accelerat-
ing the growth of the in-

stitute will be the prime
traction of the event.
Additionally, the
Conference Hall and
Meeting Room at Golden
Tower for Alumni shall
be inaugurated. The
event will witness a high-
ly enthralling and enter-
prising interaction and
get-together of the highly
acclaimed alumni of the
institute.

Annual alumni day-2022 celebrations at NIT Raipur Free physiotherapy camp

begins at FURNIT MART 
RRaaiippuurr::  Free Physiotherapy Camp
has started on December 22 at
Furnit Mart, HIG 28, Shankar Nagar
Sector-2 in memory of late
Bhimchand Kothari. The camp will
continue till 25th December. A team
of Physiotherapy specialist doctors
from Udaipur, Rajasthan is providing
services in this camp organized by
Vishwa Hindu Parishad Sewa
Vibhag. The camp starts from 10 am
to 1 pm and till 7 pm in the evening.
Free services are being provided to
the patients in the camp.

Raipur, Dec 23:

Preparations have in-
tensified at the adminis-
trative level for the first in-
ternational cricket match
to be held next month at
the Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh Stadium in Nava
Raipur. Officials of
Chhattisgarh Cricket
Association held a meet-
ing with Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure and
SSP Prashant Agrawal at
Red Cross Building here
recently.

Special emphasis was
laid at the meeting by the
officers on completing all
the preparations on time
keeping in mind the facili-
ties of the visitors along
with the security.
Chhattisgarh Cricket
Association President
Baldev Singh Bhatia,
Additional Collector NR
Sahu and Additional SP
Jayprakash Badai, Kirtan
Rathore were also present
in the meeting.

All necessary arrange-
ments for the first interna-

tional cricket match were
discussed. The officials of
the Cricket Association
spoke on the resources
available at the stadium
and the cooperation ex-
pected from the district ad-
ministration. Cleanliness
of the stadium, repair of
chairs and security of vol-
unteers were discussed.
Facility of ambulance
with fire fighting and med-
ical staff will be made
available at all the entry
gates. Halogen bulbs in
stadium’s floodlights will
also be replaced with
LEDs.

Necessary preparations
for parking arrangements
around the stadium prem-
ises during the match
were also discussed in the
meeting. Security
arrangements with ade-
quate lights etc. at the
parking lots, arrangement
of adequate number of
sanitation workers and
other necessary machines
and equipment for clean-
ing in the stadium premis-
es, leveling of parking lots,
facilities for spectators in
the stadium were also dis-
cussed. The Collector
asked the representatives
of the Cricket Association
to make adequate number
of ticket counters for the
match.

Preparations begin for first
Int’nl cricket match in Raipur

 Meeting of 
representatives of CCA
and Collector-SSP

 Medical and fire
brigade to be arranged
at every entry

Raipur, Dec 23:

In the new year there
were plans to consume
foreign liquors worth
lakhs in the big parties in
the hotels of capital city.
And in view of this the
Excise Department took
prompt action and seized
IMFL liquor in large
quantity from Haryana
and Kolkata.

The Excise team acting
on tip from an informer
seized smugglers carry-
ing 81.75 lakh lts of
Foreign Liquor illegally
being transported in
Volkswagon Vento Car
bearing No. CG 05V 8811
worth Rs 7 lakh; one
Scooty bearing No. CG 06
GG 2650 and one
Splendor bearing No. OD
17H 0699.

The Excise team in-
formed that it was on tip
from an informer they
put a check-post near
Jaiswal Dabha in Mandir
Hasoud under Nava
Raipur circle and nabbed
the accused Ganesh Jaini
S/o Ramanand Jain R/o
Devpuri Raipur in his

Volkswagon Vento Car
with 72 bottles of IMFL of
Blender Pride’s brand
and with comment of
‘For Sale in Haryana
only’. Apart from this 54
lts and 6 Magnum bottles
of Johny Liver Black
Label and 4 Magnum bot-
tle of Gold Label foreign

liquor was seized from
his possession. A case
under section 34 (2), 36, 59
(K) of Excise Act has
been filed against him
and all liquor seized.

Similarly the other ac-
cused, Loknath Kosale
S/o Omprakash R/o
Jamgaon Dhamtari, was
nabbed with 8 bottles of
Blender’s Pride with
same remark of ‘for sale
in Haryana’ in his Scooty
bearing No. CG 06 GG
2650 and 2 Magnum
Bottle of Monkey Soldier
IMFL and a case under
section 34 (2), 36 and 59
(K) of Excise Act was
filed against him.

In another case, one
Harishankar Jaiswal S/o
Omprakash R/o Purgaon
District Balodabazar was
nabbed with 9 bottles of
Bleder’s Pride and 3
Magnum bottles of
Johnliver Black Label
and case was filed against
him as well.

Excise team seize 81.75 lakh lts of foreign liquor
Being smuggled to capital city for New Year celebrations

 All labels were 
marked ‘For Sale in
Haryana Only’

Raipur, Dec 23: Five
members of inter-state
gang have been arrested
for allegedly duping peo-
ple of lakhs of rupees on
the pretext of providing
jobs. All the members of
gang were allegedly in-
volved in duping people
on pretext of providing
jobs in different depart-
ments. So far the gang
has allegedly duped peo-
ple across the country of
more than Rs 50 lakh.

According to informa-
tion available the gang
had allegedly duped one
Tirith Bai Bhardwaj of
Rs 46,600 on the pretext
of providing job in
Indigo Airlines. Tirith
Bai Bhardwaj had lodged
complaint with Kotwali
Police. The complainant
alleged that she received
calls from one Shruti
Sharma from mobile
number 8979488034 and
Kavya Verma from mo-
bile number 9760835263
during the period be-
tween July 10 and July
22. Both of them had
taken total amount of Rs
46,600 in installments

from the complainant on
the pretext of providing
job in Indigo Airlines.

All arrested members
of the gang are residents
of Delhi. They carried
out plans of cheating
people from a rented flat
in Shashi Nagar. Police
have recovered 12 mobile
phones, 8 ATM cards of
different bank accounts,
8 sim cards of different
mobile companies from
their possession. Kotwali
Police have registered
crime under Section 420,
34 IPC against them.

Arrested members are
23-year old Rohan Tank,
resident of Mandawali
Fazalpur Madhuvihar,
34-year old Arjun Tank,
resident of C-238
Chandravihar Badawali
Thana Madhuvihar
Delhi, 24-year old
Satyendra Tiwari, resi-
dent of Jwalpuri Cab No
04-1-92, 26-year old Sunny
Deda, resident of 56
Village Kondali, New
Ashok Nagar and Vikas
Shukla (27) resident of
M-A-2 Dilshad Garden,
Simapuri Delhi.

Inter-state gang 
duping people in the name

of employment busted

Raipur, Dec 23: 

Central Bank of India
inaugurated its 50th Cash
Live ATM at Bemetara.
The inauguration was
done by well know figure
and philanthropist of
Bemetara, Dilip Saluja.
On the occasion Branch
Head, Manoj Bharti, offi-
cers/staff of Bemetara
branch and large number
of valued customers of the
Bank were also present.

Bank’s Regional Head,
Shailesh Verma informed
that Central Bank of India
is celebrating 112th
Founder’s Day and to com-
memorate this event large
number of ATMs are  also
being inaugurated along
the length and breadth of
the country. Raipur
Region will be inaugurat-
ing another 30 ATMs at
various places by the end
of the Financial Year
March 2023.

Central Bank inaugurates 50th Cash Live ATM
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Kasdol, Dec 23:

CM during Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan in Gram
Lahod of Kasdol
Assembly Constituency
announced for construc-
tion of government high
school building in Kharri
and Deorikala village;
Primary School Hardi to
be upgraded as middle
school Nagar Panchayat,
renaming Balar dam of
Kasdol after former minis-
ter Kanhaiya Lal Sharma
and took feedback from
villagers.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
reached Lahod village of
Kasdol assembly con-
stituency under
Balodabazar-Bhatapara
district on December 22 as
a part of his mammoth
public interaction drive
'Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan'
across the state. He was ac-
corded a warm welcome
by the local public repre-
sentatives and officials on
his arrival at the helipad.
He interacted with the
public and took feedback
about the implementation
of the schemes of the state
government. He inaugu-
rated and performed
Bhoomipujan of 46 devel-
opment works worth Rs
52.41 lakh in the village
Lahod of Balodabazaar-
Bhatapara district. This
includes the inauguration
of 21 works worth Rs 39.31
cr and Bhoomipujan of 25
works worth more than Rs

13 crore.
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel said that the
Godhan Nyaya Yojana has
become a source of in-
come for cow herders.
People are now opting for
animal husbandry for
their livelihood. He fur-
ther said that under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, the amount is
being paid to the farmers
in four installments and
improving the economic
condition of the farmers.
Agriculture has now be-
come a profitable busi-
ness. The income of the
farmers has increased.
Gauthans have been con-
structed in the villages,
which are developing as
livelihood centers.

CM took feedback
from villagers

During the Jan-
Chaupal, a student named
Bhesram Patel and other
students requested the
cancellation of the trans-
fer order of the teacher
Mamta Rathor who was

being transferred from
the school in Paijni. The
Chief Minister has given
instructions to the
Collector for required ac-
tion in this matter. Krish
Verma, a 7th-grade stu-
dent of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School,
stated that impoverished
pupils too have access to
free English education
while Krish Verma told
the Chief Minister that
he has designed a 3D
printer. Similarly, while
introducing herself in
English, class 7th student

Bhumi Verma stated that,
in addition to better stud-
ies, other activities for
physical and mental
growth are held on a reg-
ular basis at the school.
They also receive 5,000 ru-
pees annually as part of
the Mahtari Dular
Yojana. Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Yojana benefi-
ciary Mrs. Renu stated
that the scheme has made
a significant improve-
ment in her health and is
being utilized by other
women as well, while chil-
dren are also benefiting

from it. While being
asked about salt, sugar,
rice, gas cylinder, and
kerosene, Khamhariya-
resident Lileshwari
Daheriya said that she is
receiving ration, salt,
sugar, etc. regularly.
Mrityunjay Pandey of
Lavan told that he has re-
ceived the amount of all
the installments of paddy
procurement. He told that
under the Godhan Nyaya
Yojana, he has sold cow
dung worth Rs.1 lakh so
far. Java Bai Sarkor from
Sarkhor said that she

earned profits by selling
cow dung. She also said
that she is also selling
milk alongside cow dung
to earn profits. Palari's
farmer Premlal Verma
told that he suffered a lot
in poultry farming dur-
ing the COVID pandemic.
He has only one acre of
land, and now facing a lot
of problems. Hearing
this, the Chief Minister
instructed the Collector
to resolve the issue.

CM partakes lunch at
the house of a small
farmer in village Lahod

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel had
lunch at the house of a
small farmer and laborer
Mr. Aghnu Kosle. On this
occasion, the family
members of Kosle ac-
corded a traditional wel-
come to Chief Minister
with 'aarti' and applying
tilak. Baghel relished the
delicious taste of tradi-
tional dishes including
lal bhaji, palak bhaji,
kusum bhaji, hand grind-
ed tomato chutney, naval-
gol matar and aaloo-
bhata-rakhiya badi. He
interacted with all the
family members post-
meal and gave them gifts.
He offered prayers at the
Jaitkhamb located in
front of the house of
Mr.Aghnu Kosele in vil-
lage Lahod and wished
for the happiness, pros-
perity, and well-being of
the people of the state.

Farming has become a profitable
business in Ch'garh: Baghel

CM during Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan in Gram Lahod of Kasdol Assembly Constituency 

Announcements
made by CM

To open a SAGEMS and Power
Distribution Center in Lahod
Construction of a sports
complex in Lavan Nagar
Panchayat, renaming Balar
dam of Kasdol after former
minister Kanhaiya Lal Sharma
Primary School Hardi to be
upgraded as middle school
Construction of Govt High
School building in Kharri and
Deorikala village

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2233:: Delhi Public
School (DPS), Raipur rounded
off incredibly in various compe-
titions by hauling several Gold,
Silver and Bronze medals at the
CBSE Far East Zone
Championship in U-11, U-14 and
U-19 categories which has
paved their way to the nationals
to be held on Jan 9, 2023 at
Gurugram. The event attracted
many contenders from all pres-
tigious government and private
schools across India.  A robust
team of 32 contestants repre-
senting the school on the basis
of their previous stellar medal
tally at state level contested
and made a place among the
cream of creams. 

In the 300, 500 and 1000
metre skating competition,
Sahaj Sojwani, Vridhi Bhadwaj
and Aarya Singh clinched Gold,
Silver and Bronze respectively.
The lawn tennis team consisting
of Aryan Pandey, Shreya
Shadija and Sanika Sharmaat
also showcased their skill at
Bhuwaneshwar to register their
position in the Nationals to be
held at Delhi next year. At
Dibrugarh, the shuttlers in the
U-19 category triumphed push-
ing them into the National level
to be held in Rajasthan. Ishika
Parakh, Ishita Jain and Mimansa
Verma's performance at the
badminton court was lauded by
all the contestants. Tejasvi
Singh, Sunandini, Rewaraje
Verma and Aarushi Kapil Alwa
won bronze medals in the tour-
nament. Following their trail,

young judokasalso notched10
Gold, 5 Silver, 3 Bronze to grab
a place in the Nationals. Avi
Katre, Manoj Kaur, Pari Rajput,
Avani Dwivedi, Anvita
Vishwakarma, Pihu Singhal,
Dollies Dharyani, Deeva
Chhablani, Aditya Raje Singh
and Arnav Shrivastava clinched
Gold in the '25-40 kg' category
while the brilliant performances
of Anshika Jain, Arnav Kumar,
Avneet Kaur, Aarav Sharma and
Umang Jain brought in Silver.
Those adorned with Bronze
medal each, were Mainak
Dutta, Nityam Rathore and
ArchitVashishtha. A resounding
winagainst their adversaries in
various categories and swim-
ming styles to eventually haul 7
Gold, 22 Silver and 4 Bronze
made the swimmers ecstatic
and the school extremely proud
of them. Out of them 18 will be
joining the national squad for
another adventurous stint soon.
"Had it not been for our respec-
tive sports faculty at school, we
wouldn't have realized our
potentials," beamed the
Depsites. Congratulating them
over this major feat which has
induced them into the
Nationals, Principal, Mr.
Raghunath Mukherjee wished
the contenders success in their
fields. Pro Vice Chairman, Mr.
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and Senior
Members of the management
committee, Mr. Vijay Shah and
Mr. Pukhraj Jain also acknowl-
edged and appreciated their
assiduous performance.

DPStellars out to become
national champions

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2233::  

In awareness with reducing
risk and increasing awareness
regarding suicide, Columbia
College of Nursing, Raipur
organized 4th State level work-
shop on the theme 'Building
Awareness Reducing Risks:
Mental Health & Suicide'.

As suicide is the one of the
most common leading cause of
death worldwide, mental health
stigma causes many people to
silence, leading to further trau-
ma & pain. 

The Chief guest for the event
Mrs. Durgawati Kunjam,
Registrar, Chhattisgarh Nurses
Registration Council, Raipur
(C.G) graced us with her pres-
ence joined along with our
Guest of Honour, Harjeet Singh
Hura, Secretary Jan Pragati
Education Society, Guest of
Honour Ravinder Singh Hura,
Treasurer Jan Pragati Education
Society. DR (Mrs.) Anita
Dhagamwar, Principal of
Columbia College of Nursing,
The workshop started with a
lamp lighting ceremony accom-
panied by all the dignitaries.
Harjeet Singh Hura, the
Secretary of Jan Pragati

Education Society- Raipur deliv-
ered the welcome address and
quoted that it is essential to be
calm, open and non-judgemen-
tal to quickly reach out for pro-
fessional support in a suicide
related crisis. This was followed
by speech by Guest of Honour,
Treasurer of Jan Pragati
Education Society Ravinder
Singh Hura. He stated that talk-
ing to a friend or family mem-
ber about their feelings can be
extremely difficult for anyone
and the best way to find out is
to ask or talk to a close person.
Chief Guest of the function
Durgawati Kunjam, Registrar,
Chhattisgarh Nurses
Registration Council Raipur,
asks all to share knowledge and

experience and inspiration. It
takes a lot of courage to help
someone who is suicidal.
Witnessing a loved one dealing
with thoughts about ending
their own life can stir up many
difficult emotions, she added. 

Followed by unfolding of
theme by Prof. (Dr.) Mrs. Anita
Dhagamwar, Principal,
Columbia College of Nursing,
said that suicide is a multifac-
eted problem and hence suicide
prevention programmes should
also be multidimensional.
Afterwards four sessions were
taken to conclude the aware-
ness programe.  Prof. (Dr.) Mrs.
Anita Dhagamwar, Principal,
Columbia College of Nursing
said that the leading incidence

causes for suicide calls atten-
tion to the fact that suicide
occurs at all ages and that sui-
cide prevention and interven-
tion strategies may be adapted
to meet the needs of different
age groups. Prof. Dr. Roja
Princy, Professor of PG College
of Nursing, Durg, Chhattisgarh
gave an insight regarding stig-
ma myths and misperception
regarding stigma. Prof. Neetu
Tripathi, Associate Professor, of
Govt. College of Nursing Raipur
informed about the risk popula-
tion who are more prone to
commit suicide  Mamta Shashi,
Associate Professor, of
Government College of Nursing,
Durg took the session on suicide
prevention and creating aware-
ness.  By creating hope through
action, we can signal to people
experiencing suicidal thoughts
that there is hope and that we
care and want to support them.
Vote of thanks is been delivered
by Deepali Para, Associate
Professor, The Organizing
Committee For The Day Were
Deepali Para Masih. Associate
Professor, Sunidhi Rai Assistant
Professor, Rahul George Clinical
Instructor and all faculty mem-
bers.

State Level Workshop held in Columbia College of Nursing
On the subject 'Building Awareness Reducing Risks: Mental Health & Suicide'

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  2233::  

On Good Governance Week,
a workshop was organized in
the auditorium of Shaheed
Gundadhur Agriculture
College, Kumhrawand.
Collector Chandan Kumar said
that successfully delivering
services to the citizens is
good governance. That's why
the theme of Good
Governance Week has been
kept towards village adminis-
tration. The Collector said
that a mechanism has been
developed to deliver the serv-
ices to the citizens, which is
the administration. To provide
these services to the citizens,
we need to work with trans-
parency, sensitivity and
promptness. 

While it is necessary to act
with responsibility and
accountability to deliver the
services to the citizens,
prompt response is also
essential. The collector said
that we are fortunate that we
are working in the digital age.

Digitization has increased the
speed of work as well as
improved its monitoring.
Through this, the work of tak-
ing the schemes of the gov-
ernment to the ground level
can be done easily. Feedback
is also being taken from the
beneficiaries regarding the
quality of the services provid-
ed. He said that the arrange-
ment of the Rural Secretariat
was made earlier, which was
completely physical. But now
digital medium has also been
added to it. Due to this, the
action taken on the applica-
tions made by the villagers is

being easily monitored. At the
same time, this medium is
also establishing dialogue
between the administration
and the beneficiary, which is
an essential link of good gov-
ernance. Similarly, through
Vidyajatan, the work of moni-
toring schools is being done
through digital medium.
Through this, the presence of
teachers and children in
schools, the quality of mid-
day meals in schools, the sta-
tus of buildings, toilets, drink-
ing water and sanitation is
now easily known through an
app. On this occasion, District

Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer Prakash Sarve said
that due to the implementa-
tion of the concept of good
governance, the work of the
beneficiaries is now being
done at the village level itself,
so that they do not need to
reach higher offices. 

Along with this, the Mitan
scheme has also been started
by the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, through which doorstep
service is being provided to
the people. Additional
Collector Haresh Mandavi
also addressed the program
on the occasion. On this occa-
sion, Joint Collector Ms.
Aastha Rajput, Jagdalpur Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Nandkumar Choubey, Bastar
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Omprakash Verma, Tokapal
Sub-Divisional Officer Sanjay
Vishwakarma along with
Nodal Officer of Rural
Secretariat and district level,
block level and cluster level
officers of Education
Department were present.

Successful delivery of services to 
citizens is good governance: Collector 

Workshop organized on Good Governance Week

Raipur, Dec 23:

The players from
Chhattisgarh participat-
ed in the 3rd Eklavya
National Sports Festival
held at Guntur, Andhra
Pradesh. They show-
cased their dynamic and
spectacular performance
at the event.
Chhattisgarh secured
the fifth position in the
competition with a total
of 58 medals. This in-
cludes 26 gold, 12 silver
and 20 bronze medals.
The National Sports
Festival concluded on
December 22, 2022.

Children of Eklavya
Adarsh Residential
Schools from 22 states
participated in this
sports competition, and
around 288 children from
Eklavya schools of
Chhattisgarh participat-
ed in this competition.

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel congrat-
ulated the players on
their achievements. He
said that along with bet-
ter education in Eklavya
Adarsh Residential
School, they also focus

on the mental and physi-
cal health of the chil-
dren. As a result of this,
the children are perform-
ing well at the national
level and making every-
one proud. Scheduled
Castes and Tribes
Development Minister
Dr. Premsai Singh
Tekam, Secretary Mr.
D.D. Singh and
Commissioner Mrs.
Shammi Abidi have also
congratulated the play-
ers on this wonderful
achievement and wished

them a bright future.
Chhattisgarh players

performed excellent in
athletics and bagged a
total of 20 medals includ-
ing 13 gold, 3 silver, and 4
bronze. In swimming, a
total of 16 medals includ-
ing 8 gold, 6 silver, and 2
bronze and in
wrestling,10 medals in-
cluding 3 gold, 2 silver,
and 5 bronze were won
by players. Along with
this, 3 medals including 1
Gold, 2 Bronze in Chess,
1 Gold in Kho-Kho

(Boys), 1 Silver in Judo,
and 2 Bronze in Yoga
were won by players. 1
bronze was received each
in Badminton, Kabaddi
(Boys), Handball (Boys)
and Kho-Kho (Girls) and
1 silver medal in
weightlifting.

Arjun Kovachi, a stu-
dent of Eklavya Adarsh
Residential School based
in Antagarh Kanker, per-
formed brilliantly in the
competition by winning
a gold medal in 800m,
1500m and 4x400m races
and a silver medal in
400m race. Similarly,
Sonadai Kashyap of
Eklavya Tokapal of
Bastar district won a
gold medal in 400m, 200m
and 100m race, Bhumika
Rathia of Eklavya
Charratangar in Raigarh
and Tania Singh of
Eklavya Palarikhurd in
Sakti won a gold medal
in the high jump. Sohan
Oraon won 03 gold
medals in the under-14
swimming category.

Ch'garh secures fifth place with 58 medals 
Excellent performance by Arjun Kovachi of Antagarh: won three gold and one silver

 In Eklavya National
Sports Festival

 Players performed well
in athletics, swimming
and wrestling

 CM Baghel and Minister
Dr. Tekam 
congratulated all players

Raipur, Dec 23: 

The Centre for
Development of
Telematics (C-DOT), the
premier Telecom R&D
Centre of the
Department of
Telecommunications,
Ministry of
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,
Government of India, re-
cently organised a three-
day National Workshop
on Cryptology -
NWC2022, in association
with Cryptology
Research Society of
India (CRSI) and IEEE
Communications Society
at Delhi.

The workshop was con-
ducted as part of the
' A z a d i - K a - A m r i t -
Mahotsav' with the
theme 'Advancements in
Cryptology for enhanc-
ing security & privacy in
communication net-
works'. The workshop

witnessed enriching
talks by eminent experts
and field veterans on
novel dimensions of ad-
vanced Cryptology with
key focus on building se-
cure and robust net-
works.

Dr. Dhiman Saha,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Electrical
Engineering and
Computer Science, IIT
Bhilai represented the
institute and presented a
talk on 'Perspectives on
light weight cipher de-
sign'. NWC 2022 aimed to
bring all the relevant
stakeholders on a com-
mon platform to deliber-
ate upon various contem-
porary themes in the

field of Cryptology span-
ning Cyber Security,
Quantum Computing,
P o s t - Q u a n t u m
C r y p t o g r a p h y ,
Blockchain technology,
H o m o m o r p h i c
Encryption, Key
Management and
Cryptography in
Telecom networks with
focus on Wireless and
Satellite communication.
The participating insti-
tutes and organisations
also displayed posters
highlighting their cut-
ting-edge initiatives in
the area of Cryptology.
There were also poster
presentations from mul-
tiple research groups of
IIT Bhilai.

IIT Bhilai invited at the 
‘National Workshop on Cryptology’ 
 Organised by C-DOT



Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 23: State
President of BJP
Scheduled Caste Morcha
and advocate in the High
Court, Naveen Markandey,
has strongly criticized the
government, on the sub-
ject of reservation.
Markandeya has alleged
that the ongoing deadlock
on the issue of reservation
in Chhattisgarh is fabri-
cated by the Congress gov-
ernment of the state and
the government is deliber-
ately taking such deci-
sions with the aim of mis-
leading and deceiving the
public, whose implementa-
tion at the ground level is
like a daydream which has
nothing to do with reality.
Markandeya further al-
leged that in view of the
by-election in the

Bhanupratappur assem-
bly constituency, which
has a majority of
Scheduled Tribes, the gov-
ernment got the reserva-
tion bill passed by conven-
ing a special session in a
hurry to throw dust in the
eyes of the public and save
its reputation, but very
few know that it has clev-
erly deliberately allowed

several constitutional hur-
dles to remain in the bill so
that the youth of
Chhattisgarh can be de-
prived of the benefits of
reservation. In case the
status quo of 2012 is main-
tained, a provision of 16
per cent reservation
should be made for the
Scheduled Castes while
the government is
adamant on giving only 13
per cent reservation, he
said. Due to this obstinate
attitude of the government,
the scheduled castes of the
state are feeling cheated and
Due to the state's poor finan-
cial condition does not have
to bear the additional bur-
den of providing employ-
ment and education to the
youth, while it is well
known that thousands of
vacant posts are waiting for
recruitment.

Central Chronicle News

Kasdol, Dec 23: The re-
gion is awaiting a high-
level bridge near
Mahanadi River Aniket
and Madakada and on the
first arrival of the Chief
Minister in Kasadol, the
people are believing that
the long-awaited demands
will be fulfilled.

Same way there is also
demand for construction
of Kasdol- Sirpur Road as

students studying in high
school and higher second-
ary school have to go to
Putpura, but they have to
face great difficulties due
to the muddy road.

Upon the arrival of the
head of the state, the vil-
lagers are going to meet
him and demand the con-
struction of the
road.Kasadol region of
Transmahanadi has a glo-
rious history where Pt
Ravi Shankar Shukla,

Mini Mata, Bhupendra
Nath Mishra and Dr.
Kanhaiyalal Sharma who
brought Kasadol from zero
to hundred have also rep-
resented this region where
education, health, irriga-
tion, With the passage of
time, the people's expecta-
tions increased and they
were fulfilled.

Today, the state is ruled
by a competent govern-
ment, and the people's
hopes are bounded by it.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 23: A three-
day inter-school and poly-
technic competition
"Bilaspur Super-30" pro-
gram was grandly organ-
ized under the joint aegis
of Chouksey Group of
Colleges and L.N.C.T.
University, Bhopal on 19th-
21st December 2022 at the
Chouksey Group of
College premises.

Vijay Pandey, D.E.O,
Bilaspur, present in the
closing ceremony, congrat-
ulated Chouksey Group of
Colleges for successfully
managing  such a grand
event, in his speech. While
congratulating the stu-
dents in the closing cere-
mony, Er. Ashish Jaiswal,
MD. Chouksey Group of
College said the main ob-
jective behind such events
is to refine and bring for-
ward the talents of stu-
dents.

Various Sports events
were organized in this 3
days event from Dec 19-21,
where under Cricket
match, teams of CG

Higher Sec. school,
Birkona and Govt.
Polytechnic College Koni
were winners and runner-
ups. Under Pro-Kabaddi
competition the winners
and runner-ups were,
Chhattisgarh School,
Bilaspur and Adarsh
School, Bilha in boys cate-
gory and DAV School,
Masturi and Saraswati
Shishu Mandir, Sirgitti in
girls category.

In Badminton doubles
Ananya and Maya from
Govt. Girls Higher Sec.
School Masturi, were the
winners, followed by
Shraddha and Prachi
from Govt. Higher Sec.
School, Tikari in girls cat-

egory. In Boys category
Sujal Tamboli and
Saksham verma from
team of SAGES, Mungeli
were placed winners and
Ram Gupta and
Himanshu Vishwakarma
from team of Govt.

Polytechnic college,
Koni were runner-ups. In
Tug of War the winning
team was St. Francis Sr.
Sec. School, Ameri
Bilaspur and the runner-
ups was the team of Govt.
Higher. Sec. School,
Tikari in boys category
and Govt. Higher sec.
School, Masturi were
placed winners and DAV
School, Chirmiri were
runner-ups in girls cate-

gory. Under the Football
competition the team of
St. Francis School,
Bilspur and Govt.
Polytechnic College, Koni
Bilaspur were the finalist.

A large number of stu-
dents participated in vari-
ous sports competitions
organized under this pro-
gram. Specially 40 teams
in Cricket, 12 teams in
Kabbaddi, 16 teams in
football, 43 teams in
Badminton, 98 teams in
Blur, 109 teams in Counter
Strike and 20 teams in
Tug of War from and 32
participants in Fashion
show along with other
events from different
schools and polytechnic
colleges were completed.

Giving information re-
garding successful organi-
zation of Bilaspur Super
30, Er. Ashish Jaiswal , the
Managing Director of
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, stated that the
main aim behind this
event is to enhance the
hidden talent of students,
so that they can make a ca-
reer through higher edu-
cation as well as skill de-
velopment, so that they
can illuminate the name of
our state and country.

NSS teaches the art of living 
a practical life, says Singh

Central Chronicle News

Basna, Dec 23: National
Service Scheme (NSS)
teaches students the art
of living a practical life
apart from the academic
life imprints and readies
them for the world, said
Raja Devendra Bahadur
Singh, President of
Chhattisgarh Forest
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation and MLA of
Basana, in a  program or-
ganized in late Pandit
Jaidev Satpathy
Government College,
Basana.

While addressing the
program held on the eve
of the closing ceremony

of the seven-day special
camp held at village
Bardih, Singh further
said that the National
Service Scheme teaches
the art of living practi-
cal life apart from aca-
demic life and the youth
here in village Bardih,
have already made it a
alcohol ban village and
in the Radha Madhav
temple located on the
side of the road, chanti-
ng of the name of
Akhand Ram has been
going on continuously
for 25 years.

It is commendable
that Basna College has
been selected for the
special camp of the
National Service
Scheme of the village,
which is full of social
harmony, he said.
Manjit Singh Saluja,

MLA representative,
Principal of the college
Dr. SK Saw also ad-
dressed the camp. On this
occasion, District
Congress Committee
Mahasamund, Upadhyay
Istiyak Khairani Nagar
Panchayat Basana
President Taukir Sarwar
Dani, Senior Councilor
Khwaja Tanveer Saeed,
Senior Congressmen
Hemsagar Patel,

Tikeshwar Patel, Block
Congress Committee
Basana President Vijay
Kumar Sahu, Sarpanch
of Gram Panchayat
Bardih Dushkal
Pradhan, Prameet Sahu
volunteers and hundreds
of villagers were present.
The forum was moderat-
ed by Roshni Gupta
(Guest Lecturer) and
Prameet Sahu (Senior
Volunteer).

Govt’s hand behind the deadlock 
on reservation: Markandey

Central Chronicle News

Bilha, Dec 23: India's
great Mathematician
Srinivasa Ramanujan's
birth anniversary was cel-
ebrated on 22nd December
in a unique way by Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School
(SAGEMS) Lingiyadih.

Breaking the perception
of the monotony of math-
ematics, the students of
the school presented
music, attractive cos-
tumes and dialogue deliv-
ery and the research done
on mathematics in a very
attractive way.

The role play based on
the life of the great
Mathematician Shri
Ramanujan was en-
thralled by the children of
Classes VIII and X in

which Shubhendu,
Devendra, Nidhi,
Kanchan, Prabha,
Akanksha, Prakash,
Prince, Himanshu, Shiva
and Renu performed bril-
liantly.

Primary school children
performed Maths Parade,

dressed up as Indian math-
ematicians as well as dif-
ferent mathematical
shapes. Divya Sahu got
first position dressed up as
calculator, Shaurya Yadav
got second position as a
zero and Ruchi Dewangan
got third position as a pro-

tector. Maths quiz was also
organized for children of
all age groups whose inter-
esting questions tickled
the kids a lot.

The Aryabhatta team
got the first place in this
competition, in which
Devanshi Gupta,

Himanshu Shrivas, Aditi
Dewangan and Mansi
Sharma were. Along with
this, an exhibition of math
model was also exhibited
in which mathematical
facts were proved well.
Mayank Verma secured
the first position, Sumit
Gupta and Deeksha
Gangwani secured the sec-
ond and third positions re-
spectively.

In order to make the pro-
gram a success, teachers
of Mathematics, Mrs.
Leena Kaushik, Mrs.
Richa Tiwari, Mrs. Kavita
Singh Chandel, Mrs.
Varsha Pandey and Mr.
Dinesh Kumar Burman,
under the proper guidance
of Principal Dr. MK
Mishra, have created at-
traction for the future gen-
eration towards the sub-
ject of mathematics, in-
forms Principal SAGEMS
in a press release.

Road and bridge construction
demanded by residents

Jain community protest against 
declaration of Holy shrine as tourist spot

Central Chronicle News

Nandini- Ahiwara, Dec 23:
On the call of December 21
for All India Bandh by All
Jain Samaj, Ahiwara (
AJS) Jain Sri Sangh held a
peaceful protest rally in
Ahiwara Nagar and
protested against the decla-
ration of the Holy shrine of
Jainism as a tourist area.
Along with this, children
and students of Jain socie-
ty Ahiwara also took a one
day holiday from school
and college.

As per news informa-
tion's, the holy shrine of
Jains located in Girdih dis-
trict of Jharkhand state,
Shri Sammed Shikhar in
the  Parasnath mountain
area has been announced
by the Jharkhand govern-
ment as a tourist spot and
since then, anger has aris-

en among the Jainism fol-
lowers of the whole of
India regarding this issue.
In view of which Indian
every city of the state, peo-
ple of the Jain community
are protesting the with-
drawal of this proposal by

taking to the streets.
In this protest rally of

Ahiwara Samaj, former
Parliamentary Secretary of
the society Lavchand
Bafna, President of
Ahiwara Jain Sri Sangh
and Congress leader

Kailash Nahata,
Dharamchand Bafna,
Chanchal Bafna, Santosh
Bafna, Nemichand Bader,
Lavchand Khajanchi,
Karumal Jain, Pradeep
Kochhar, Shankarlal Bohra
and many others took part.

Sahispara Primary School
gets a ‘Train Look’

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 23:
'Sahispara Primary
School' near the ancient
Dattatreya Temple in the
city has suddenly be-
come a topic of discus-
sion these days, as people
are amazed to see this
school building which
has taken the shape of a
train with compartments
and windows.

As per information, the
school has been painted
by the education admin-
istration and after that,
the painters gave the look
of the train and wherev-
er there is a window of
the room, there is also a
window in the train. The
image of the train has
been perfectly set on this

building and passerby's
are mesmerized by this
sight.

It is known that Rs
25000 has been spent in
painting this building
and Nemi Sahu, the prin-

cipal reader of the
school, said that the
schools gets funds ac-
cording to the number of
children enrolled every
year and . Last year
minor repairs were done

to the building from this
point and later the school
was painted.

Presently there are 3
teachers and 35 students
studying in this school
from class 1 to 5, he said.
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p Seven-day special
camp of NSS concludes
in Bardih

p Under ‘Bilaspur
Super-30’

p In SAGEMS Lingiyadih

CTA meets ADEO regarding problems
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 23:
State and district offi-
cials of Chhattisgarh
Teachers Association
(CTA) met Assistant
District Education
Officer Aditya Khare on
December 20 in the ab-
sence of the District
Education Officer and
expressed their anger
over the non-resolution
of local problems.

On this occasion, Vice
President and Divisional

Incharge Vinod Gupta
District Chairman Gopi
Verma District Secretary
Jeevan Verma District
Treasurer Hans  Kumar
Meshram District Media
In charge Devendra
Sahu District
Spokesperson Manoj
Verma District General
Secretary and Rajesh
Sahu District General
Secretary Sandeep Sahu
Block Secretary
Dongargaon Kisan
Deshmukh were present.

Discussing the meet,

District President Gopi
Verma said that some of
the principal are dis-
criminating against the
teachers. He said that
Raju Mahobe Principal
Parasbod Development
Block Rajnandgaon en-
tered the name of Sonia
Sahu in the service
book, due to which the
said lecturer has not
been able to get 1
month's salary.

On the other hand, in
the ambitious plan of the
government, Aarti Sahu,

lecturer of Hindi has
been selected for deputa-
tion in Atmaram Best
School, Government
U.M.S. From Moodhipar,
but the principal there,
Mamta Gupta has still
not relived the teacher
for deputation.

It has been also alleged
that the promotion from
assistant teacher to
higher category has
been published by the
Joint Director
Education Durg
Division which is faulty

and the names of the
teachers of the Faculty
of Commerce are not in-
cluded in the ongoing
seniority list along with
the said teachers.

The Association has
demanded from the dis-
trict education officer to
take disciplinary action
on both the principals
and to order the union-
ization of the qualified
teachers of Dongargarh
and to improve the sen-
iority list and include
the commerce faculty.

Maths Parade, Quiz mark Ramanujan’s birth anniv

Chouksey Group of Colleges 
organizes various sports events

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24,  2022

CHARIOT PROCESSION

Devotees take part in a chariot procession with the ‘Thanga Anki’ to be placed on the Ayyappa idol for Mandala
Pooja at Sabarimala, leaving the Aranmula Parthasarathy Temple, in Pathanamthitta, Friday.

ROAD CAVES

Vehicles sink into a huge crater formed after a portion of road caves in, at Goshamahal area in Hyderabad, Friday.

BRIEF

Highway crash 
 Saharanpur (UP):

Two men were killed
in a collision between
a car and a mini-truck
on the Delhi-
Yamunotri National
Highway in this dis-
trict, police said on
Friday. Shahrukh (18)
and Arif (20), resi-
dents of Babil Buzurg
village, were travel-
ling by car at around
11 pm on Thursday
when it collided with a
DCM (mini-truck) on
the highway in Behat
police station area, SP
(Rural) Suraj Rai said.

Hit and run 
 Jammu: A man was

arrested here on
Friday, 22 years after
causing a death by
rash driving in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Reasi dis-
trict, officials said.
Based on specific in-
formation, a police
team repeated raids
and arrested Bopinder
Singh, the accused,
from Reasi. Singh was
in hiding since the
commission of the
crime in 2000 and
therefore he could 
not be apprehended,
they said.

Leopard dies 
 Panaji: A leopard

died after getting
trapped in a wired
snare on the outskirts
of the Mhadei Wildlife
Sanctuary in Sattari
taluka of North Goa, a
Forest department of-
ficial said on Friday.
The carcass of the full-
grown leopard was
found near Kopordem
village on Friday
morning and the ani-
mal is believed to have
died during the inter-
vening night of
Thursday and Friday,
he said, adding the
wired snare was laid
on the border of the
sanctuary.

Woman injured
 Mandsaur: A 65-year-

old woman was in-
jured after she jumped
out of a running ex-
press train that she
had boarded by mis-
take at Ratlam railway
station in Madhya
Pradesh, a Western
Railway official said
on Friday. The inci-
dent was captured on
a CCTV camera. The
woman, Sagar Bai,
was supposed to board
a train for Nagda sta-
tion on Thursday af-
ternoon but she board-
ed the Ernakulam-
Hazrat Nizamuddin
superfast train by mis-
take, the official said.

Haats reopen
 Agartala: The two

border haats of
Tripura for trade with
Bangladesh, which
were shut down be-
cause of the Covid
pandemic, will be re-
opened for normal
trade “very soon”, a
senior official said on
Friday. The two border
haats - one at Srinagar
in South Tripura dis-
trict and Kamalasagar
in Sepahijala were
closed suspending bi-
lateral trade with
Bangladesh when
Covid hit the state in
April, 2020.

West Bengal Governor CV
Ananda Bose with his wife
Lakshmi Ananda Bose after
the inauguration of annual

flower show at West Bengal
Legislative Assembly lawn,

in Kolkata, Friday.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI):

The Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) approached the
Delhi High Court on
Friday against an order of
the Lokpal of India direct-
ing a CBI investigation
against its officials on the
basis of a complaint about
alleged illegal and unau-
thorised constructions in
the city.

Justice Prathiba M
Singh, while refusing to
pass an interim order of
stay “at this stage” de-
ferred the hearing till
January 5.

She asked the counsel
for the petitioner to serve a
copy of the petition to the
Lokpal in the meantime.

Senior counsel
Rajshekhar Rao, appear-
ing for the municipal body,
urged the court to stay fur-
ther proceedings. The
judge, however, said she
will pass an order of stay
if a case is made out

against the MCD on the
next date of hearing.

“Lokpal is consisting of
three members with a re-
tired high court judge...
Once the Lokpal has con-
sidered the matter, there
are some reasons. I have to
hear them,” said the court.

“List on January 5.
Advance intimation be
given to the respondent
Lokpal,” it ordered.

Rao contended that if
CBI a investigation is of-
fered in a case such as the
present one, “nobody
would be able to do their
work” and, by the same
logic, a probe should also
be ordered against the po-
lice for crimes in the city.

The court, however,
said, “MCD can’t be equat-
ed with Delhi police” and
voiced its concern with re-
spect to illegal structures.

“MCD engineers are a
problem. Unauthorised
construction, encroach-
ment, everything takes
place. Something has to be

done,” the court said.
“If you make out a case

on the next date, I will stay
the proceedings,” it said.

The complainant
Vikram Singh Saini, a for-
mer General Secretary of
Samajwadi Yuvjan Sabha,
made a complaint in
December 2021 against
certain MCD officials, al-
leging certain “illegal con-
structions” in South Delhi
were because of their con-
duct.

The said officials have
also been named as peti-
tioners in the case along
with the MCD.

In the petition filed
through lawyer Sanjay
Vashisht, the MCD
claimed that the com-
plainant, without follow-
ing the requisite proce-
dure, filed a “frivolous, un-
substantiated and a vague
complaint” to the Lokpal
and the same does not
even make allegations
with respect to corrupt ac-
tivities.

MCD moves HC against
Lokpal order for CBI

probe against officials

Kolkata, Dec 23 (PTI):

The Calcutta High
Court on Friday directed
that a deputy inspector
general (DIG)-ranked offi-
cer of the CID will super-
vise the investigation into
the unnatural death of
Lalan Sheikh, the main ac-
cused in the massacre of
ten people at Birbhum’s
Bogtui, in CBI custody.

Directing the parties in
the matter to file affidavits
stating their respective po-
sition in the petition by the
CBI, the court said that it
will consider the central
agency’s prayer for the
transfer of investigation
into Lalan’s unnatural
death after the filing of the
affidavits. Justice Jay

Sengupta directed that a
DIG-ranked officer of the
state CID will supervise
the investigation being
carried out by the agency.

He directed the parties
in the petition — the CID,
the CBI and the widow of
Lalan Sheikh to file affi-
davits on their position on
the central agency’s peti-
tion by January 5, when
the matter will be taken up
for hearing again. The CBI
made the application be-
fore the court seeking
transfer of the case on
Lalan’s unnatural death
from the state CID to
NHRC’s director general
or to the CBI itself. Lalan’s
body was found hanging
on December 12 from a
shower stand at CBI’s

camp office in Rampurhat,
which was set up to inves-
tigate the Bogtui killings.
On an order of the high
court, the central agency is
investigating the killing of
ten persons, who were
charred to death inside
their houses which were
set on fire in a reprisal to
the murder of a Trinamool
Congress deputy panchay-
at chief on March 21 at
Bogtui village in Birbhum
district’s Rampurhat. The
widow in her complaint
before the police at
Rampurhat police station
alleged that her husband
was murdered and named
several CBI officials, in-
cluding a superintendent
of police (SP) and a deputy
inspector general (DIG).

DIG-level officer to supervise
CID probe into Lalan’s death: HC

New Delhi, Dec 23

(PTI):

The Delhi High Court
has granted bail to a 20-
year-old man in a rape
and POCSO case arising
out of “juvenile romance”
while noting that the girl
herself offered to stand as
“surety” for him for his
release. While dealing
with the bail plea of the
boy in the FIR registered
at the insistence of the
girl’s mother, Justice
Anup Jairam Bhambhani
said that prima-facie,
there was a consensual
physical relationship be-
tween the petitioner and
the girl who were 18 and
17 years old, respectively,
at the relevant time. The

petitioner’s lawyer argued
that it was a case of juve-
nile romance and the girl
‘X’ - who is now a major -
regards the petitioner as
her husband and wished
to live with him. The
judge directed the release
of the petitioner, who was
in custody for over 22
months, on personal bond
of Rs10,000 with two local
sureties and said this was
a “sui-generis” case as “X
has even offered to stand
‘surety’ for the petitioner
if he is admitted to bail,
since it would appear that
‘X’ would perhaps be the
only local surety available
to the petitioner, who oth-
erwise hails from Bihar”.
The FIR under sections
363 (Punishment for kid-
n a p p i n g ) / 3 6 6

(Kidnapping, abducting
or inducing woman to
compel her marriage)/376
(Punishment for rape)
IPC and section 6
(Punishment for aggra-
vated penetrative sexual
assault) of the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences Act, 2012
(POCSO Act) was regis-
tered after X’s mother re-
ported that she had gone
missing.

In the order dated
December 21, the court
recorded that admittedly,
X has borne a child with
the petitioner and is cur-
rently living with his par-
ents and she has “consis-
tently maintained” that
she had accompanied him
by her own free volition
and got married to him.

Delhi HC grants bail to 20-yr-old in rape
case arising out of juvenile romance

Bhubaneswar, Dec 23 (PTI):

A large number of
street vendors on Friday
staged protests against an
eviction drive to beautify
Odisha’s state capital
Bhubaneswar ahead of
the men’s Hockey World
Cup next month, prompt-
ing authorities to postpone
the exercise.

Officials of the
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) also
assured the protesters that
the next course of action
will be decided following a
discussion with the ven-
dors’ representative body.

“We have decided to stop
the eviction drive for some
days. It will be carried out
after talks with the ven-
dors’ association,” BMC

North Zone assistant com-
missioner Suresh
Chandra Lenka told re-
porters. The agitators,
under the banner of All
Odisha Roadside Vendors’
Association, alleged that
BMC conducted massive
eviction without any prior
notice or arrangement for
rehabilitation.

“The livelihoods of hun-
dreds of vendors have
been affected due to the
eviction drive. Goods
worth lakhs of rupees
were destroyed as the
BMC bulldozed our
makeshift shops,” associa-
tion president Pratap
Sahu said.

Over 10,000 traders par-
ticipated in the protest
march to the BMC office,
Sahu claimed.

Odisha: Street vendors
protest eviction 

Bengaluru, Dec 23 (PTI):

The Karnataka High
Court has issued guide-
lines to be followed when
the same person is facing
cases under the
Karnataka Control of
Organised Crime Act
(KCOCA) and other crimi-
nal laws. The directions
were issued in a petition
filed by the state govern-
ment seeking to keep in
abeyance the trial against
gangster Bannanje Raja
while his KCOCA case was
pending. The state filed
three petitions before the
high court challenging the
dismissal of its applica-
tion by the Special Judge
for KCOCA cases in
Belagavi. The state had
filed the application under

Section 10 of the KCOCA
seeking a stay on all other
regular criminal matters
against Bannanje Raja till
the trial was completed in
the particular case. The
special court had dis-
missed this application.
Justice Suraj Govindaraj,
who heard the state’s peti-
tions, also dismissed it.
The HC noted that the trial
in the KCOCA case had
not yet commenced, while
the trial in the other crimi-
nal cases against the ac-
cused had commenced.

Rejecting the petitions,
the HC said: “It is appar-
ent that Section 10 would
come into play and be op-
erative only in the event of
the trial of an offence
under the KCOCA having
commenced.

Karnataka HC issues guidelines
for trial of KCOCA cases

Belagavi (K’taka), Dec
23 (PTI): Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Friday said he has asked
the Karnataka State
Commission for
Backward Classes to sub-
mit a report on the vari-
ous demands of the dom-
inant Vokkaliga commu-
nity in the state.

Bommai was reacting
to the memorandum sub-
mitted by the Vokkaliga
ministers and BJP legis-
lators demanding in-
crease in reservation for
the Vokkaligas, a farm-
ing community.

The key demand of
these BJP leaders was
that the reservation for
Vokkaligas under the 3A
category of the Other

Backward Classes
(OBCs) should be in-
creased from four per
cent to 12 per cent.

“My cabinet colleagues
and the MLAs today sub-
mitted a memorandum.
In their memo, they have
said that the Vokkaliga
population has in-
creased. They want more
opportunities in jobs and
admission for their
youth,” Bommai told re-
porters. He added that
the Adi Chunchanagiri
Math seer
N i r m a l a n a n d a n a t h
Swamiji too had a meet-
ing on this issue and had
submitted a memoran-
dum to him as well. The
memorandum was later
sent to KSCBC. “I sent

the letter (submitted by
the seer) to the backward
class commission last
month. I will also send
the present memoran-
dum to the KSCBC chair-
man and ask him to sub-
mit a report soon,”
Bommai said.

According to the Chief
Minister, there was a spe-
cial demand for reserva-
tion to the Kunchitigas,
who are a sub-caste of
Vokkaligas. “There is a
separate demand to in-
clude them in the Central
list,” Bommai explained.

The Vokkaliga minis-
ters and legislators had a
meeting on Thursday
under the leadership of
state Revenue Minister R
Ashoka.

Will seek report from Backward Classes
panel on raising Vokkaliga quota: CM Chandigarh, Dec 23 (PTI):

A Punjab and Haryana
High Court-ordered probe
has found that Sonipat po-
lice illegally detained and
tortured labour activist
Shiv Kumar in January
2021, while government
doctors examining him
“apparently danced to the
tune of police officials”.

The judicial probe had
been ordered in March
2021 after the activist’s fa-
ther moved the court, al-
leging that his son was
brutally tortured in police
custody. The probe was
conducted by the then
District and Sessions
Judge, Faridabad, Deepak
Gupta, who submitted his
report recently. Shiv
Kumar, president of the
Majdoor Adhikar

Sanghathan, was arrested
by the Haryana Police in
connection with a protest
held by labourers outside
a factory in Sonipat in
January 2021.

In his report, the judge
has held that allegations of
illegal confinement and
custodial torture of
Kumar were duly proved
on record.

According to the probe,
Kumar was kept in illegal
confinement till January
23, 2021, after being picked
up by police on January
16, 2021. Kumar was shown
as arrested on January 23,
as per the report.

Kumar was “badly tor-
tured” by police which
caused numerous injuries
on various parts of his
body, including fractures,
as per the 29-page report.

“Although, prior to the
medical examination of
Shiv Kumar conducted on
February 20, 2021 by the
medical board of govern-
ment medical college and
hospital, Sector 32
(Chandigarh), said Shiv
Kumar was examined as
many as five times during
January 24, 2021 to
February 2, 2021, but none
of the doctors of the
Government Hospital,
Sonipat, or the doctor de-
puted in jail performed
their duty and they appar-
ently danced to the tune of
the police officials,” it
said.

The report further said,
“Apart from the failure of
the said medical officers at
government hospital,
Sonipat, and at district
jail, Sonipat, even Vinay

Kakran, who was posted
as JMIC Sonipat appears
to have not performed his
duty as was required.”

“It appears that either
Shiv Kumar was not physi-
cally produced before the
magistrate and was made
to sit outside in the police
vehicle, or if produced, he
was not in a position to
speak anything to the
magistrate due to the
threats given by the police,
as he had already been
subjected to torture right
from January 16, 2021, on-
wards till he was produced
before the magistrate,” the
report said.

“Had the learned magis-
trate seen the accused
Shiv Kumar in person, he
could have noticed the in-
juries visible on his body,”
it added.

Haryana cops tortured labour activist



United Nations, Dec 23 (PTI):

During the 2021-22
tenure as non-permanent
member of the UN
Security Council, there
were instances when India
“had to stand alone” but it
did not let go of the princi-
ples it believed in, New
Delhi’s envoy here has
said.

India assumed the
monthly rotating presi-
dency of the UN Security
Council (UNSC) on
December 1, the second
time in its two-year tenure
as an elected member of
the Council in 2021-22.
India had earlier assumed
UNSC presidency in
August 2021.

“During the last two

years, we spoke out in sup-
port of peace, security and
prosperity. We did not hesi-
tate in raising our voice
against the common ene-
mies of humanity, such as
terrorism,” India’s
Permanent Representative
to the UN and President of
the 15-nation UN Security
Council for the month of
December Ambassador

WINTER STORM IN CHICAGO

Pedestrians navigate slippery streets in Chicago. A massive winter storm will be hovering over the majority of the
country for a few days featuring strong sub-zero wind chills and major snow accumulation.

DUCKS IN WALLA WALLA

A man spreads cracked corn for ducks in Walla Walla, Washigton on Friday.
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Beijing, Dec 23 (AP):

China has sanctioned
two U.S. citizens in retalia-
tion for action taken by
Washington over human
rights abuses in Tibet, the
government said Friday,
amid a continuing stand-
off between the sides over
Beijing’s treatment of reli-
gious and ethnic minori-
ties. The Foreign Ministry
said in a statement that
Todd Stein and Miles Yu
Maochun, along with their
close family members,
would be banned from en-
tering China.

Any assets they had in
China would be frozen and
they would be barred from
contact with people or or-
ganisations within China.

The notice said the
measures were in re-
sponse to the U.S. sanc-
tioning two Chinese citi-

zens “under the excuse of
the Tibet human rights’
issue.”

Neither could immedi-
ately be reached for com-
ment.

On Dec. 9, the U.S. im-
posed sanctions on Wu
Yingjie, the top official in
Tibet from 2016 to 2021,
and Zhang Hongbo, the re-
gion’s police chief since
2018.

“Our actions further
aim to disrupt and deter
the People’s Republic of
China’s (PRC) arbitrary
detention and physical
abuse of members of reli-
gious minority groups in
the Tibetan Autonomous
Region,” Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
in announcing the sanc-
tions. An accompanying
Treasury Department no-
tice said Wu had been re-
sponsible for “stability

policies” in Tibet whose
implementation involved
“serious human rights
abuse, including extrajudi-
cial killings, physical
abuse, arbitrary arrests,
and mass detentions.”

It said that during
Zhang’s tenure, police
have been engaged in seri-
ous human rights abuses,
including “torture, physi-
cal abuse, and killings of
prisoners, which included
those arrested on religious
and political grounds.”

The Chinese announce-
ment gave no specific ac-
cusations against Stein
and Yu.

Stein has been deputy
staff director at the
Congressional-Executive
Commission on China
since 2021 and previously
served as senior advisor to
Under Secretary of State
for Civilian Security,

Democracy and Human
Rights Sarah Sewall, in-
cluding serving as her lead
staffer on Tibetan issues.

Previously, he was direc-
tor of government rela-
tions at the monitoring
group International
Campaign for Tibet.

The Chinese-born Yu is
a senior academic who
taught at the U.S. Naval
Academy and a noted crit-
ic of the regime of
Chinese Communist Party
leader Xi Jinping. He
served as key China advis-
er under former Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo.

China in recent years
has passed legislation
mandating tit-for-tat sanc-
tions against foreign indi-
viduals from the U.S., the
EU and other countries
over perceived slights
against its national inter-
ests.

China sanctions 2 US 
citizens over action on Tibet

Colombo, Dec 23 (PTI):

India has handed 125
SUVs to the Sri Lanka
Police under a line of cred-
it as part of its ongoing ef-
forts to support the cash-
strapped island nation and
address the serious mobil-
ity restriction issues faced
by the police due to non-
availability of vehicles.

As part of its
‘Neighbourhood First’ pol-
icy, India has extended
multi-pronged assistance
to Sri Lanka over the last
12 months to help the
country tide over its worst
economic and humanitari-
an crisis since its inde-
pendence from Great
Britain in 1948. Indian
High Commissioner Gopal
Baglay on Thursday hand-
ed over 125 SUVs to Sri
Lanka’s Minister of
Public Security Tiran
Alles for Sri Lanka Police
in an official ceremony.

Taking to Twitter, the
Indian High Commission

in Sri Lanka said that an-
other 375 SUVs will be dis-
patched to Colombo under
an existing line of credit.

“India’s Support to Sri
Lanka continues. The
High Commissioner cere-
monially handed over 125
Mahindra SUVs to Hon.
Min of Public Security,
Tiran Alles for Sri Lanka.
Police 2day. More out of a
total 500 state of the art
SUVs under an existing
Line of credit coming
soon! Contract was signed
earlier this year,” it said in

a tweet. Alles said Sri
Lanka police faced serious
mobility restriction issues
due to non-availability of
vehicles as fleet replenish-
ments were not possible
for the last three years.

The support India pro-
vided ranges from eco-
nomic assistance of close
to USD 4 billion to help se-
cure Sri Lanka’s food,
health and energy securi-
ty by supplying essential
items like food, medicines,
fuel and kerosene. The two
countries are currently ne-

gotiating the crucial debt
restructuring scheme, an
essential prerequisite for
Sri Lanka to close the deal
with the International
Monetary Fund.

Sri Lanka reached a
staff-level agreement with
the global lender in
September for a USD 2.9
billion bailout package for
a period of four years.

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment in May appointed in-
ternational legal and debt
advisors for debt restruc-
turing after the country
declared its international
debt default for the first
time in history.

Sri Lanka is nearly
bankrupt and has sus-
pended repaying its USD
51 billion foreign debt, of
which it must repay USD
28 billion by 2027.

Sri Lanka, a country of
22 million people, plunged
into financial and political
turmoil earlier this year
as it faced a shortage of
foreign currencies.

India hands 125 SUVs to Sri Lanka Police

During UNSC tenure, there were instances when
India had to stand alone: UN envoy Amb Kamboj

KKyyiivv,,  DDeecc  2233  ((AAPP)):: Ukrainians
hailed President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy’s wartime visit to the
United States as a success,
while Russian officials said that
it only fueled the conflict. The
U.S. has announced a new 1.8
billion military aid package,
including supplies of the Patriot
air defense systems, the most
powerful such weapons to be
delivered to Ukraine yet.
Ukraine also stands to receive
an additional 44.9 billion in U.S.
aid as part of a massive govern-

ment spending bill the Senate
approved Thursday. “We are
returning from Washington
with good results, with things
that will really help,” Zelenskyy
said on a video message shared
Thursday night on his Telegram
account. He thanked President
Joe Biden and the U.S.
Congress for supporting
Ukraine’s fight against Russia.
Neither Zelenskyy nor any
other Ukrainian authorities
have confirmed if he’s already
back in Kyiv. In Russia,
President Vladimir Putin had a
different assessment of
Zelenskyy’s trip, which includ-
ed an Oval Office meeting with
Biden, a joint news conference
at the White House and an
address to a largely supportive
Congress. “They say they may
send Patriot there, fine, we
will crack the Patriot too,”
Putin told reporters, adding
that the deliveries will only
extend the fighting.

Ukrainians hail
Zelenskyy after US visit

dismissed by Putin

Lahore, Dec 23 (PTI):

A large number of sup-
porters of Pakistan’s oust-
ed prime minister Imran
Khan “besieged” the gov-
ernor’s house here on
Thursday and warned the
governor of de-notifying
the chief executive of
Punjab province on the
pretext of a trust vote.

Khan, addressing the
participants via video link
from his residence in
Lahore, criticised the fed-
eral government for creat-
ing hurdles in the dissolu-
tion of the Punjab

Assembly. The constitu-
tional crisis in Punjab has
deepened following Chief
Minister Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi’s refusal to
obtain a vote of confi-
dence on the order of
Punjab Governor Baligur
Rehman of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N).

Seventy-year-old Khan
had announced the disso-
lution of Punjab and
Kyber Pakhtunkhwa as-
semblies on December 23
to push the federal coali-
tion government to call for
snap elections.

Imran Khan’s 
supporters ‘besiege’ governor’s

house in Lahore

Man who had
more than 200

guns at home to
plead guilty

PPrroovviiddeennccee  ((UUSS)),,  DDeecc  2233  ((AAPP)):: A
Rhode Island man found with an
arsenal of more than 200 guns
at his home along with thou-
sands of rounds of ammunition
and a flamethrower has agreed
to plead guilty to some federal
charges, according to court
documents. At a date to be
determined, Ronald Andruchuk,
38, will plead guilty to lying to
authorities in order to purchase
guns and possessing a firearm
as a prohibited person because
of his alleged illegal drug use,
according to a plea agreement
filed in US District Court in
Providence on Tuesday. The
deal also calls for Andruchuk to
forfeit all guns, ammunition and
magazines that were seized
from his Burrillville home in

I t seems as if the Russia-
Ukraine indirectly and

the Chinese belligerence in the
region directly has forced an-
other country to give up its long-
standing stand of being a non-
military nation. Pacifist Japan
has said it would soon start a
once-unthinkable $320billion
military build-up that would
arm it with missiles capable of
striking China and ready it for a
sustained conflict as regional
tensions and Russia’s Ukraine
invasion stoke war fears, global-
ly. Last week, Japan approved a
new national security strategy –
one of the country’s largest de-
fence shake-ups since World
War II.This is a marked shift
from the country’s pacifist ap-
proach, which has dominated
its political discourse for
decades. Fumio Kishida’s
Japanese government worries
that Russia has set a precedent
that will encourage China to at-
tack Taiwan, threatening near-
by Japanese islands, disrupting
supplies of advanced semi-con-
ductors, and putting a potential
stranglehold on sea lanes that
supply Middle East oil.

The newly released National
Security Paper spells out that
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is
a serious violation of laws that
forbid the use of force and has
shaken the foundations of the
international order, and the
strategic challenge posed by

China is the biggest Japan has
ever faced. In its sweeping five-
year plan and revamped nation-
al security strategy, the
Japanese government said on
16th December, that it would
also stockpile spare parts and
other munitions, reinforce lo-
gistics, develop cyber-warfare
capabilities, and cooperate
more closely with the United
States and other like-minded na-
tions to deter threats to the es-
tablished international order.

Neighbours’ Reaction
Neighbouring South Korea

issued a strong protest against
Japan’s territorial claim over
disputed islands made in a na-
tional security paper, while cau-
tiously responding to Tokyo’s
plans for an unprecedented mil-
itary build-up. South Korea’s
foreign ministry has demanded
an immediate removal of the
territorial claims from Japan’s
national strategy documents,
saying in a statement that the
move did nothing to help
“building a future-oriented re-
lationship” between the two
countries, and it hoped the im-
plementation of Japan’s new
security policy will be transpar-
ent and contribute to regional
peace and stability while con-
tinuing to uphold the spirit of
is pacifist constitution.

On his part, South Korean
President Yoon Suk-yeol who
took office in May has tried to
improve ties with Tokyo, which
have been marred by the terri-
torial row over the islands and
historic disputes stemming
from Japan’s 1910-1945 occupa-
tion of Korea. However,
President Yoon,had said in an
interview in November that it
was understandable for Japan
to boost its defence spending
given the growing threat from
North Korea’s ballistic missile
programme. Meanwhile. China
has said said that hyping up the

threat posed by Beijing to back
its military build-up “is
doomed to fail.”Chinese
Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Wang
Wenbinhas said that Japan’s
new defence policy ignores
facts, deviates from its commit-
ment to China-Japan relations
and the common understand-
ings between the two countries,
and groundlessly discredits
China’s defence building and
normal military activities.
China resolutely opposes this
and has made serious demarch-
es to the Japanese side through
diplomatic channels.

American Praise
US National Security Advisor

Jake Sullivan has praised
Japan’s new national security
and defence strategies, saying
they will also support the US-
Japan alliance. Sullivan also
praised Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida’s com-
mitment to international peace,
nuclear non-proliferation, and
his leadership, including sup-
port for Ukraine. The reason for
United States to welcome the
Japanese decision stems from
the prism, which it uses to view
China. United States sees China
as “the only competitor with
both the intent to reshape the
international order and, in-
creasingly, the economic, diplo-
matic, military, and technologi-
cal power to advance that objec-
tive.” Washington has posi-
tioned the next decade – the
same period covered by Japan’s
three new security documents –
as a critical period.

Japan becomes 3rd-biggest
military spender

Unthinkable under past ad-
ministrations, the rapid arming
of Japan, which already hosts
U.S. forces, including a carrier
strike group and a Marine expe-
ditionary force, has the backing
of most voters, according to

opinion polls. Some surveys put
support as high as 70 percent of
voters. Kishida’s plan will dou-
ble defence outlays to about 2
percent of the gross domestic
product (GDP) over the next five
years, and increase the defence
ministry’s share to about one-
tenth of all public spending. It
will also make Japan the
world’s third-biggest military
spender after the US and China,
based on current budgets. The
five-year spending roadmap did
not come with a detailed plan
for how Kishida’s administra-
tion would pay for it, as ruling
Liberal Democratic Party law-
makers continue to discuss
whether to raise taxes or bor-
row money.

Having seen Russia’s and
Ukraine’s enormous expendi-
ture of munitions and material,
the Japanese government is fo-
cused on buying munitions,
spare parts, and other equip-
ment that the Japanese forces
will need if a conflict breaks out
in the next few years. In addi-
tion, Japan will acquire new ca-
pabilities, such as long-range
missiles that can strike enemy
missiles on the launchpad, and
it will invest in future high-tech
capabilities in realms such as
cyber and space. In toto, Japan’s
armed forces will fast become
much more formidable in the
near future.

In fact, Japan becomes the
second country after Germany
to give up its post-WW II stance
on being a military power, in the
backdrop of the Russia-Ukraine
war. But the notable point is
that in both cases the U.S. has
welcomed the decision of both
the governments, as it will
translate in big business for its
armaments industry. In reality
the Japanese decision may lead
to an end to the ear of non-align-
ment and efforts to establish
world peace sans armaments.
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Messi’s final 
After over a decade of

struggling and failing to win
the football's top prize,
Lionel Messi, arguably the
greatest player of our gener-
ation, finally got his hands
on the FIFA World Cup. In a
thrilling match against
France, the genius showed
his brilliance yet again, scor-
ing two of Argentina's three
goals and getting his team
off to the perfect start in the
penalty shoot-out that de-
fined the game. Coming into
this World Cup, we all knew
it would be Messi's last. I am
confident that much of the
world was yearning for this
great player, who has delight-
ed football fans with his mas-
tery over the years, to get it
done this time. Messi's previ-
ous history at the World Cup
had been one of heartbreak
and pain. But the man never
gave up. Football's best play-
er finally got the monkey of
his back and has firmly se-
cured his place alongside
Diego Maradona as an
Argentinian national hero.
More than that, his talent, ef-
fort and leadership have
made him an inspiration for
billions across the globe.

Jubel D'Cruz, Mumbai

Covid surge in China
The detection of cases of

the highly transmissible
BF.7 Omicron variant in the
country should alert the gov-
ernment as well as the peo-
ple. This variant is responsi-
ble for the current Covid ex-
plosion in China. The hard
lessons learned from past
Covid waves should not be
forgotten. The random sam-
pling of India-bound inter-
national passengers may not
suffice. All passengers com-
ing from China must be test-
ed and put under observa-
tion at least for a week.
Travel to China should be al-
lowed only in very pressing
cases. States should be di-
rected to be ready for a re-
newed vaccination drive. A
second booster dose should
also be encouraged. It is the
duty of all citizens to go for
the necessary vaccination
and wear masks in crowded
places.

HL Sharma, by mail

Remain vigilant
Though people are widely

protected through India’s ex-
cellent vaccination coverage,
they should remain vigilant
and proactive to avoid con-
tracting the virus again.
There are widespread re-
ports around the world of
people getting reinfected de-
spite full vaccination. The
low numbers of cases in
India doesn’t mean that the
cases won’t rise again. We
must follow the well-estab-
lished Covid practices at all
times. Along with vaccina-
tion, washing hands fre-
quently, maintaining mini-
mum space while interacting
with others and masking etc.,
will help contain the virus.

Sanjiv Gupta, by mail
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School students wearing face masks attend morning assembly at their school in Jammu, Friday, Dec 23. Precautions are being
taken at schools amid sudden spurt in COVID cases in China and some other countries. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST COVID 

ASAD MIRZA

A s the year comes to an end, relations between
Bangladesh and the USA remain as frosty as ever. Yet

another diplomatic spat of sorts occurred a few days ago,
over the US Ambassador’s intriguing visit to the Dhaka resi-
dence of a ‘disappeared’ opposition leader. The ruling
Awami League (AL) leaders, already under considerable
stress over an impending general election by next year-end,
expressed their annoyance over the diplomat’s action, but
noticeably avoided a confrontational posture. In contrast,
both the Dhaka-based Embassy as well as the US State
Department strongly backed Ambassador Richard Hass’s
move, much to the delight of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP). The state department used the social media to
announce its stand, reiterating its commitment to uphold
human rights. The leader in US focus is Mr Sajedur Islam
Sumon, who belonged to the BNP. Mysteriously, he remains
untraced since 2013. The role of the Government is strongly
suspected. The US Embassy’s explanation is, the
Ambassador was only probing complaints made by a civil
rights group about the matter, along with similar reported
instances of other opposition figures who also went missing
during the Al’s tenure. He was trying to ascertain the facts of
the situation from the family members of Mr Sumon but
had to curtail his visit. The reason: a group of people began
protesting in the area. They suggested that Haas should in-
stead institute an inquiry into the alleged genocide of intel-
lectuals and secular political leaders that occurred in 1977.
General Ziaur Rahman was then in power. He was also the
founder of the BNP, incidentally. Nor was there any official
explanation from Dhaka as to how the demonstrators
reached the area or if anybody had tipped them off about the
controversial visit. Bangladesh Foreign Affairs Minister Dr..
A.K Abdul Momen, to whom Mr Haas later conveyed his
concerns about the demonstration, did not feel there was
any threat to anyone’s security. The incident would not im-
pact US-Bangladesh relations negatively, he said. The main
opposition BNP was not convinced. Its leaders accused the
Al Government of harassing Mr. Haas. They condemned the
AL’s allegedly poor record in handling issues related to
human rights as well as democratic rights of opposition par-
ties. Hundreds of people had been reported missing or killed
in one-sided dubious encounters, especially by personnel of
the rapid Action Battalion (RAB), in recent years. The situa-
tion continued to deteriorate despite repeated warnings and
concerns expressed by the US and EU countries, not to men-
tion major international HR groups, to the Bangladesh
Government. Eventually, last December the Biden-led US ad-
ministration slapped sanctions on seven senior RAB offi-
cials, along with a warning to Dhaka to deal with the opposi-
tion in a more transparent and accountable manner. AL
leaders in response alleged that the US had been fed much
disinformation about the law and order situation by the mo-
tivated opposition. There were major allegations of the BNP
aligning with the fundamentalist Jamat-e-Islami during its
tenure. It carried out systematic repression and attacks
against minority Hindus and AL activists. Kolkata-based an-
alysts point out that perhaps the explanation of the apparent
US bias against the ruling AL was rooted in history.
Bangladesh was established through a hostile break-up of
pro-West US ally Pakistan in South Asia. The US, though it
was forced to recognise Bangladesh and acknowledge exist-
ing realities, had never forgiven the AL, the party that led
the struggle for East Pakistan’s freedom, as well as Russia
and India, for their open-ended support for the liberation
struggle. It had resulted in a major embarrassing defeat for
US/Western policy/diplomacy and much loss of face.
Whether the Democrats or Republicans were in power in the
US was not important — the basic pro-Pak thrust in its diplo-
macy in South Asia had remained the same.

VijayKumar H K

C arbon dioxide emissions, fossil fuels, and the use of
plastics are all major concern when it comes to reduce

carbon footprint. Now a days  packaging is also a big threat of
greenhouse gas emissions. When you add up the production,
transport, and use of packaging items, it can be a lot like
using a car. Some foreign country businesses are looking for
eco-friendly packaging solutions that can help them lower
their carbon footprints, meet their sustainability goals, and
help them compete in a competitive market. Some countries
looking into a new, more environmentally friendly packaging
solutions which are being developed, including boxes made
from corn starch. This was really noticed in a renowned fur-
niture company during 2019 in USA. In 2022, mushroom pack-
aging is becoming a popular choice for sustainable packaging.
Mushroom packaging is a new type of packaging made from
mushrooms. It is a biodegradable and environmentally
friendly solution that uses less plastic than traditional pack-
aging. Mushroom packaging can help businesses grow and
prosper, as well as help the end consumer get the best possible
product, plus it helps the environment by reducing waste.
This type of packaging is made in a short span of time and is
custom-made to fit a range of products. It is resistant to flame
and water, and can be used for shipping needs both in the
short-term and long-term. It is also biodegradable, so it is a
good choice for businesses which are looking for exploring a
cost-effective sustainable packaging options. According to re-
search mushroom packaging is made of just two natural in-
gredients, so it can be composted in just 40-45 days. Just it is
needed to do is break it up and add it to compost bin or scatter
it on flowerbeds. The mushroom packaging a recycling
process is a better way to use packaging materials than creat-
ing new packaging from scratch. This process uses waste
products to create new packaging that can be used again and
again, helping to reduce waste and protect the environment.
Unlike styrofoam, Mushroom Packaging consists of 100 per-
cent biodegradable and renewable material that can be recy-
cled directly in and by nature. Mushroom Packaging there-
fore contributes to up-cycling by providing new value to agri-
cultural waste that otherwise has few other uses and low eco-
nomic value. So therefore our country needs imperatively to
go for mushroom packaging wherever possible rather than
traditional packaging to reduce carbon footprint.

Country needs 
Mushroom packaging

Bangladesh-US Diplomatic
Relations worsen

Japan announces big military push

Kajal Chatterjee

T here lies no doubt to the fact
that overwhelming majority

of Indians traditionally offer uncon-
ditional support to Argentina or
Brazil. And with Argentina in final
with the opposition being European
France, it indeed seemed that almost
whole India was rooting for the
Messi-brigade.  However, it is ques-
tionable whether this passion for
Argentina is solely out of apprecia-
tion of their "poetry" on field or just
to remain in the "mainstream" with-
out exercise of any thought or logic.
Perhaps the latter proposition is
true, given the deluge of rampant
blindness as exemplified by the
Argentina/Messi "admirers". Also in
these times of "globalisation of foot-
ball", hardly there exist any foot-
balling style unique to any country
unlike that of Brazil or Spain a
decade or few ago. The ultimate de-
sire of fetching concrete result in
this practical professional environ-
ment has robbed all "romance" of
"poetry" from the game. 

Sporting sanity demands proper
appreciation of play even if literally
own home team/country is compet-

ing. Of course victory of home
team or favourite team can be
celebrated, but the skills of
the opposing team/players
should also be awarded due
respect if the latter comes out
victorious. And celebration of
victory should not translate
into lampooning of opposition
or getting into fisticuffs with
the supporters of the opposi-
tion. Similarly failure should
not denote the "end of the
world" with vulgar chants to-
wards "own" players or land-
ing into depression(even tak-
ing own lives). But in the
name of supporting Argentina,  the
reactions which we witness in the
country is ridiculous. Be it in win or
loss of Argentina, Indians have spe-
cialised in rampant antics and luna-
cy. While we had heard of suicides
following the Argentine loss in 2014
World Cup final; this Sunday we had
witnessed thunderous boisterous
celebration with crackers and drums
in the name of "joy" shattering the
ear drums of vulnerable senior citi-
zens, babies, sick, animals and birds
around midnight! Social media is
flooded with vulgarities targeting

the real hero of the final - - Kylian
Mbappe! So there lies nothing to go
gaga about Indian obsession with
Argentina! Far from being "sports
lovers", they deserve the tag of
"sports fanatics". However it should
also be noted that just like all Hindus
do not treat the Ayodhya movement
as any sort of "cultural rennaisance",
all Indians do not perceive Sachin
Tendulkar as "God of cricket" ; simi-
larly the whole of India definitely do
not root for Argentina or even Latin
America. Rather prior to the final of
the World Cup, a section of Indians

were eagerly looking forward
for a French win with their
main inspiration being the all-
embracing cosmopolitan hu-
manity-personified spirit of
the "Les Bleus" with 92% of
the players in the team hail-
ing from communities with
roots outside France. And
after completion of the tour-
nament, their love towards
France has gained more in-
tensity. Apart from the skills
stamina perseverance of the
French which enabled them
to make stunning comebacks
throughout the game; the hu-

mane qualities of Mbappe was to be
seen to be believed.  So we were for-
tunate enough to witness that heart-
rending scene following Morocco's
semi-final loss to France - - - Mbappe
not only consoling the devastated
Moroccan players, but embracing
Achraf Hakimi with warmth from the
innermost core of the heart and later
twitting "Don't be sad bro, every-
body is proud of what you did, you
made history". Yes, no might of eco-
nomic clout and glamour have suc-
ceeded in deviating Mbappe from his
basic sense of empathy and humani-

ty. In contrast, the Argentina goal-
keeper Emiliano Martinez had taken
the lead in rendering vulgar chants
of "A minute's silence for Mbappe
who is dead" in the dressing room
while celebrating the World Cup win.
Not only a brute expression of
haughtiness following victory, how
crudely can the Golden Boot winner
of the tournament and all-time top
goal-scorer in World Cup finals be
specifically targeted. Leaving aside
certain vulgarities exemplified by
Martinez during prize distribution
ceremony; the Argentine goalkeeper
carried on his mock-Mbappe ges-
tures during felicitation ceremony
back home also with none other than
Lionel Messi either watching as
mere spectator or joining the "fun".
This height of insensitivity or tacit
approval to such antics have driven
many sensitive Indians further away
from Argentina; not to forget that
"Hand of God" saga which was a
treacherous goal to say the least.
And this very contrasting behaviour
of Argentinians and Mbappe follow-
ing respective victories make the lat-
ter's moral excellence more promi-
nent thereby endearing more to the
hearts of many Indians. 

Kylian Mbappé is the future of football
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BRIEF

Tea gardens

Guwahati: Chief
Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on
Thursday held a meet-
ing with representa-
tives of a tea workers'
organisation and other
stakeholders and dis-
cussed ways to revamp
the gardens of Assam
Tea Corporation. It
was decided in the
meeting that ATC may
lease out some of its
tea gardens in the
wake of difficulties in
managing such assets,
an official release said.
The chief minister
also said that if parties
or groups that would
take control of the
management of tea
gardens fail to dis-
burse dues and other
entitlements of work-
ers, ATC will have the
right to take over the
management of those
gardens.

Drone protection
Mumbai: New India
Assurance on
Thursday said it has
launched a product to
offer insurance cover
to drones, becoming
the first public sector
player to enter the seg-
ment. The unmanned
aircraft system
(UAS/UAV/RPAS/dro
ne) insurance will
cover large aircraft to
solo flying gliders.
Coverage will be of-
fered to drone owners,
operators and manu-
facturers, the compa-
ny said in a statement.
Its private sector peers
like HDFC Ergo, ICICI
Lombard, Tata AIG
General and Bajaj
Allianz General al-
ready have such plans.

Growth engine

Lucknow: The rate of
agricultural develop-
ment in Uttar Pradesh
must be doubled if the
state is to become a
growth engine and the
country's largest econ-
omy, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said
on Friday. At a func-
tion to mark Kisan
Samman Diwas-2022,
he also said Farmer
Producer
Organizations (FPOs)
and technology can
play a significant role
to achieve this aim.

New members 
New Delhi: Around
11.82 lakh new mem-
bers joined the ESIC-
run social security
scheme in October
2022, according to offi-
cial data released on
Friday. The data is part
of a report -- Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment
Perspective - October
2022 -- released by the
National Statistical
Office (NSO). It showed
that the gross new en-
rolments with the
Employees' State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) rose to 1.49 crore
in 2021-22, from 1.15
crore in 2020-21. It was
1.51 crore in 2019-20 and
1.49 crore in 2018-19.
From September 2017
to March 2018, around
83.35 lakh new sub-
scribers joined the
ESIC scheme. The re-
port said gross new en-
rolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
October 2022 were 7.49
crore.

AGRICULTURE CONCLAVE

Union Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Sanjeev Balyan
with Managing Director & CEO, IFFCO, US Awasthi during the Agriculture Conclave 
organised by Rural Voice, in New Delhi, Friday, Dec. 23.

New Delhi, Dec 23: 

Concerned over rising
incidence of mis-selling,
the finance ministry has
directed heads of public
sector banks to put in
place strong mechanisms
to avoid unethical prac-
tices for selling insurance
policies to customers.

The Department of
Financial Services has re-
ceived complaints that
fraudulent and unethical
practices are adopted by
banks and life insurance
companies for procuring
policies from the bank
customers, a letter ad-
dressed to chairpersons
and managing directors of
public sector banks said.

There have been in-
stances where life insur-
ance policies were sold to
customers aged above 75
years in Tier II-III cities.
Usually, branches of the
banks push products of
their subsidiary insurers.
When resisted by cus-
tomers, branch officials
would sheepishly con-
vince that they are under
pressure from top.
Insurance products are
pushed when customers
go to seek any kind of
loan or buy a term de-
posit.

In this regard, it said,
the department has al-
ready issued a circular
wherein it has been ad-
vised that a bank should

not adopt restrictive prac-
tices of forcing customers
for getting insurance
from a particular compa-
ny. It is also conveyed that
the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) has
raised objection, as incen-
tives for selling insurance
products bring not only
pressure on the field staff
but the core business of
banking also gets affected
and quality of advances
may get compromised in
the lure of commission
and incentives for staff.

"In keeping with these
guidelines, you are re-
quested to issue suitable
instructions to the con-
cerned vertical of your
bank for putting in place a

robust mechanism for
avoiding any unfair and
unethical practices adopt-
ed by bank and the fran-
chise Life Insurance
Company for procuring
life insurance policies
from bank customers," it
said.

Further, the letter said,
it is also advised that
while sourcing the insur-
ance business, it may be
insured that 100 per cent
KYC compliance is done
by the banks. As per the
latest IRDAI annual re-
port, the mis-selling cases
stood at 23,110 in 2021-22.
The number of mis-sell-
ing complaints per 10,000
policies sold was at 31 dur-
ing the year.

Finmin asks banks not to
use unethical practices to

sell insurance policies

Thane, Dec 23: 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday asked
banks to give loans at re-
duced interest rates to
those seeking to buy vehi-
cles that run on clean en-
ergy, including flex fuel,
electricity and hydrogen.
Speaking at the golden ju-
bilee celebrations of a co-
operative bank in Kalyan
in Maharashtra's Thane
district, the Union
Minister for Road
Transport and Highways
said it was his dream that
vehicles running on diesel
and petrol get phased out
in the next four to five
years.

He said banks must rate
industries based on thee
performance on various
parameters over the past
five years and give those
scoring high marks loans

within 24 hours, adding
credibility and goodwill
would be the biggest capi-
tal in the 21st century.
Speaking about passenger
benefits if public trans-
port turns towards elec-
tric vehicles, Gadkari said
the cost of operation of a
non-air conditioned elec-
tric bus is Rs 39 per kilo-
metre, while it is Rs 41 per
kilometre for an AC elec-
tric bus.

"All buses in cities like
Thane, Kalyan can be con-
verted into electric ones,
which will help reduce
ticket prices for passen-
gers by as much as 30 per
cent," he asserted.
Gadkari said 406 projects
with a total outlay of Rs
3.85 lakh crore have
stalled due to wrong deci-
sions, but the minister
went on to add that not
taking any decision for
fear of it going wrong is
also undesirable.

"Bal Thackeray once
gave me a quote written in
acrylic. It said I like peo-
ple who can get things
done. I like honest people
who take the wrong deci-
sions. I am even ready to
appreciate people who are
dishonest and take wrong
decisions. I dislike people
who don't want to take de-
cisions," Gadkari said.

Give loans at lower rates to those
wanting to buy clean energy 
vehicles: Gadkari to banks

New Delhi, Dec 23: 

India's retail industry
saw a 19 per cent rise in
sales over pre-pandemic
levels during the April-
November 2022 period rid-
ing on the back of strong
performance of segments
such as quick service
restaurant and footwear,
Retailers Association of
India (RAI) said on Friday.
Region wise, the eastern
part clocked the highest
growth at 21 per cent as
compared to the same peri-
od in 2019, RAI said in a
statement. North India fol-
lowed with a 19 per cent
growth while both western
and southern parts wit-
nessed an 18 per cent rise
each, it added. "The indus-
tries that did particularly
well during this period
were the QSR (quick serv-
ice restaurant) and the

footwear industries, with a
30 per cent growth com-
pared to 2019," RAI said.
However, the beauty, well-
ness and personal care in-
dustry only saw a 7 per cent
growth as against the same
period in 2019, it added.
"Consumers are back to
shopping in stores, and it's
something they enjoy even
as they continue to buy on-
line," RAI CEO Kumar
Rajagopalan said. RAI
Chairman Bijou Kurien
said in the last two years
witnessed dramatic
changes in the Indian retail
industry and adoption of
technology by offline retail-
ers saw a quantum jump.
On the outlook for 2023, he
said, "Retail in India is ex-
pected to grow better than
all other key markets across
the world. Omnichannel re-
tail has become the norm
for retailers." 

Retail industry sees 19 pc
rise in sales during 

Apr-Nov 2022: Report
New Delhi, Dec 23: 

The National Bee Board
will support stakeholders
to get geographical indica-
tion (GI) tag of different
types of honey in order to
uplift the beekeeping com-
munity and encourage
value addition, a senior
agriculture ministry offi-
cial said on Thursday.

GI is a sign used on
products that have a spe-
cific geographical origin
and ensures good qualities
or a reputation in the re-
gion. GI is important to
proliferate beekeeping at
national and international
level. "GI tagging will im-
mensely help in uplifting
the beekeeping communi-
ty as after the tag beekeep-
ers can further proceed for
value addition in honey
and other beehive prod-
ucts," said Abhilaksh
Likhi, additional secretary

in the agriculture min-
istry chairing a meeting
on application and use of
GI of honey here.

He said the National Bee
Board (NBB) will support
stakeholders to get GI tag
for different types of
honey with support from
state governments and
other stakeholders, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment.

NBB Executive Director
N K Patle said the GI tag-
ging of honey promotes
the economic prosperity
of beekeepers/other
stakeholders by enhanc-
ing their demand in na-
tional and international
markets. He also men-
tioned GI tagging of
honey helps consumers to
get quality products of de-
sired traits and is assured
of authenticity. It will also
help to stop adulteration
in honey.

National Bee Board to support
stakeholders to get GI tag of

honey: Centre

Mumbai, Dec 23:  

The Sensex plunged 981
points to end below the
60,000-mark following
across-the-board selling on
Friday, marking its fourth
straight day of losses dur-
ing which investors have
lost over Rs 15 lakh crore.
Surging COVID cases in
China and a few other na-
tions have fanned fears of
another global pandemic
wave, while stronger US
growth data has cemented
expectations of the
Federal Reserve continu-
ing with its hawkish
stance, experts said.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex slumped 980.93
points or 1.61 per cent to
settle at 59,845.29 -- closing
below the psychologically
key 60,000-mark after
October 28 this year. On

similar lines, the broader
NSE Nifty dropped 320.55
points or 1.77 per cent to
end at 17,806.80. Barring
Titan, all Sensex stocks
closed in the red, led by
Tata Steel (down nearly 5
per cent), Tata Motors,
SBI, Bajaj Finserv,
Reliance Industries,
Wipro, IndusInd Bank,
Maruti Suzuki and L&T.
Investors have now lost Rs
15.78 lakh crore in four ses-
sions, with the market cap-
italisation of BSE-listed
companies standing at Rs

2,72,12,860.03 crore.
"Markets were caught in
frenzied selling as weak
global cues and bearish ex-
ternal factors pushed both
the key benchmark in-
dices below the psycholog-
ical levels.

"Besides spurt in COVID
cases in China and Japan,
the better-than-expected
US Q3 GDP numbers fur-
ther raised concerns that
the Fed will go for more
rate hikes to tame infla-
tion, which further accen-
tuated selling pressure in
the markets," said Amol
Athawale, Deputy Vice
President - Technical
Research at Kotak
Securities Ltd. The US
economy grew at an unex-
pectedly strong 3.2 per
cent on an annual basis in
the quarter ended
September.

Christmas carnage: Sensex crashes
981 pts, Nifty finishes below 18,000

Mumbai, Dec 23: 

The rupee declined by 7
paise to close at 82.86 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Friday due to firm crude
oil prices and steep losses in
domestic stocks amid grow-
ing concerns about interest
rate hikes. A weak green-
back in the global markets
restricted the local unit's
losses, forex dealers said. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened marginally down at
82.81 against its previous
close of 82.79. It moved in a
range of 82.77 to 82.88 in the
day's trade.

The rupee finally finished
at 82.86 against the US dollar,
showing a loss of 7 paise over
its last close. Analysts said
investors are concerned that

strong US economic data will
lead the Federal Reserve to
double down on its interest
rate hikes to control infla-
tion. Revised figures showed
the US economy grew a lot
more in July-September
than initial projections,
while jobless claims were
less than expected last week.

Rupee falls by 7 paise to
82.86 against US dollar
on firm crude oil pricesMumbai, Dec 23: 

Axis Pension FundManagement
Limited (Axis PFM) has been
appointed as a Pension Fund
Manager (PFM) by Pension
Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA)
for managing the funds under
National Pension System (NPS).
Axis Pension Fund Management
Limited/Axis PFM is a sub-
sidiary of Axis Asset
Management Company Limited
and a step-down subsidiary of
Axis Bank Limited. Axis PFM
received the certificate for busi-
ness commencement on 20th
September, 2022 by PFRDAand
startedoperations from 21st
October, 2022 onwards. With
the newly launched entity, Axis
Groupspecializes into offering
complete suite of retirement
solutions to the citizens. Axis
PFMwill primarilybe responsible
for managing pension funds of
the investors across all citizens’

model, corporate sector and
government sector respectively,
during their work life as per
investment guidelines defined
by the regulator. The company
aims to aid all the individuals in
building their retirement wealth
with NPS so they can enjoy a
regular income post retirement.
It will focus on maximizing risk-
adjusted returns for its
investors on a consistent and
long-term basis while adhering
to PFRDA guidelines. 
Amitabh Chaudhry, MD&CEO,
Axis Bank said, “With the
launch of Axis Pension Fund,
we are strengthening our pres-
ence in the retirement solutions
segment. By capitalizing on the
investment management capa-
bilities and distribution
strength of Axis Group, we
believe that Axis Pension Fund
will soon realise its vision of
being one of the most preferred
retirement solution providers in
the industry. 

Axis Group forays into
retirement business

New Delhi, Dec 23: 

Lotus Petal Foundationis
inviting applications from
across India for theWinnie
Sun Scholarship Program.
The scholarship gives de-
serving female students
from low-income families
the chance to pursue higher
education in the fields of
medicine, engineering,
nursing, and
pharmacy.Last date to apply
is15th Jan, 2023. Visit
www.lotuspetalfounda-
tion.org to apply. Gurugram
based NGO, Lotus Petal
Foundation, offers this fi-
nancial aid through a joint
scholarship program with
Concentrix Daksh Services
Private Ltd. The aid is for
deserving female candi-
dates from households

where the combined family
income is less than 5 Lakh
per annum.

A scholarship amount of
up to Rs. 65,000 per annum
(covering course fees, living
costs, and travel) will be
given to the student who
have secured admission in
any Government or Private
college recognized by cen-
tral or state board in India
for completion of their un-
dergraduate degree in the

field of Medicine
(MBBS/BDS), Engineering,
Nursing and Pharmacy.
Last year, out of 1200 appli-
cations received from
across India, 25 scholars
were identified from 10
states. These students have
secured admissions in pres-
tigious colleges like IIT
Delhi, IIT Kharagpur, NIT
Delhi, NIT Srinagar, Jorhat
Medical College, Assam
and more.

All India Scholarship to provide
financial aid to 50 meritorious girls

Mumbai, Dec 23: 

Amazon.in relaunches
Prime Gamingin India, a
benefit especially curated
for gaming enthusiasts.
Prime members in India
can now unlock instant ac-
cess tomonthly free games
and exclusive in-game con-
tent like power-ups, skins,
collectibles and more
fromhttps://gaming.ama-
zon.com/across their fa-
vorite titles.Prime Gaming
comes with a host of new
perks, as compared to the
earlier version which was
limited to only FREE ac-
cess to in-game content on
mobile games. Prime is de-
signed to make your life
better every single day
with enormous conven-
ience, entertainment and

savings that comes with a
Prime membership and
the rebranded launch of
Prime Gaming reiterates
these core values of a
Prime membership. To
claim any in-game con-
tent, Prime members can
sign in to their Amazon ac-
count on
https://gaming.amazon.co
m/. Post that, Prime mem-
bers can search for their fa-
vorite games and claim the
available in-game content.
Claims can happen in two
ways – members can link
their Prime Gaming ac-
count with the game app as
aonetime effort, post which
the claimed content will be
automatically available or
by redeeming the promo
code on their gamingac-
count manually.

Prime Gaming
relaunches in India 

Mumbai, Dec 23: 

Ola Electric, India’s largest
EV manufacturer, today
announced the public rollout
of its latest software update,
Move OS 3. The countrywide
rollout will see more than 1
lakh Ola customers receive
over-the-air (OTA) updates
that will unlock the true
potential of their scooters
making them the most tech-
nologically advanced and fea-
ture-rich 2W available in the
country.  MoveOS 3, Ola’s
third major software update
in a year, will add in a slew of
new, exciting ones to the
already existent plethora of
features in Ola’s S1 family of
scooters. The much anticipat-
ed software update will not
only bring in major perform-
ance improvements to the

scooters but also offer
enhanced access, apart from
ensuring seamless ride expe-
rience and convenience for
users while they are on the
road. Another major advan-
tage that the upgrade will
offer is compatibility of Ola
scooters with the company’s
rapidly expanding
Hypercharger network, cur-
rently spread across 27
Indian States. 

Ola kicks off public
roll-out of Move OS 3 

Nayanthara-starrer
horror flick

‘Connect’ opens on
the longest night

T
he Nayanthara-starrer Tamil horror
film 'Connect' arrived in theatres on
Thursday for a special reason.

December 22, being Winter Solstice, also hap-
pens to be the longest night of the year. The
Ashwin Saravanan directorial, unsurpris-
ingly, has the majority of the night shows
packed to the last row.

When asked Nayanthara about the film
releasing on the longest night of the year,
she said: "It's a coincidence to be honest.
But, to now think of this, it all makes
sense to release a film that's relevant to
night and horror stories!!! All night
shows have been sold out now and for
the weekend. Happy to see that on
this special day." The film's Hindi
version will be released in theatres

on December 30. The film, which
features Nayanthara as the

lead, also stars Anupam Kher
and Sathyaraj in crucial

roles. Produced by
Nayanthara's husband,

Vignesh Shivan, under
the Rowdy Pictures
banner, 'Connect' has
been directed by
Ashwin Saravanan,
who has also written
the film with Kaavya
Ramkumar.

A
ctress Kangana Ranaut has said that she has
said no to the "insane amount of money" being
offered to her to perform at weddings and pri-

vate parties.
Kangana took to Instagram, where she

shared a video of veteran singer Asha
Bhosle talking about how her sister

and late legendary singer Lata
Mangeshkar never performed at
weddings.

In the video, Asha Bhosle is
talking about how her elder sister
and legendary singer was once
offered a million dollars to sing
at a wedding, but she refused
the offer.
She was heard saying: "Kaha 2

ghante sirf aap darshan dijiye
humari shadi meina (just come
to our wedding for 2 hours, they
had said to her)."

Kangana captioned: "Agree.
Even I never danced in weddings
or private parties, even though I
have the most popular songs...de-
nied insane amount of
money...glad to come across this
video.. Lataji truly so inspiring."

On the work front, Kangana is
filming her directorial,

'Emergency', where she will be seen
playing former Prime Minister

Indira Gandhi.

ACROSS

1. City vehicles

5. Thin candle

10. Small bills

14. Ship's frame

15. Breathing

16. Pharaoh's river

17. Thought

18. Wall socket

20. Rosters

22. More sensible

23. Poetic contraction

24. Pronoun

26. Solemn

28. Valleys

30. Not as tight

34. Help!

37. Roman fiddler

38. Folk knowledge

39. Sports VIP (hyph.)

41. Type of steak

44. Not imagined

45. Not punctual

46. Agent Smith's nemesis

47. Dubuque residents

50. FBI employee

52. Vegetarians' taboos

54. Most insignificant

58. Cry loudly

61. Pseudonym

63. Rubbish

64. Not condensed

67. Consumer

68. Naturalist John ____

69. Female goat

70. Malicious

71. Norway's capital

72. Make joyous

73. Questions

DOWN

1. Spicy dish

2. Inspect ledgers

3. Make holy

4. Scheduled

5. Driveway sealer

6. Pub beverages

7. Artist Pablo ____

8. Happening

9. Revoke

10. "Snakes ____ Plane" (2 wds.)

11. Pleasing

12. She, in Marseille

13. Beheld

19. Threesome

21. Slope

25. Hopping insect

27. Raggedy Ann, e.g.

29. Go wrong

31. Shortly
32. A great lake
33. Divorce city
34. Hindu garb
35. Toast topping
36. Cabbage dish
40. Close loudly
41. Droop
42. List entry
43. Refresh
45. Garfield's favorite dish
48. Advance upon
49. Briny
51. Serious injury
53. Wave type
55. Road bends
56. T-bone, e.g.
57. Shore birds
58. Japanese wrestling
59. Burden
60. Scoop water
62. Mailed
65. Sis's sib
66. Coloring fluid
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Kangana has never
danced at weddings,

denied ‘insane 
amount of money’ A

ctor Karan Deol,
the son of Sunny
Deol, has opened

up about his physical
transformation. Karan
shared a video on
Instagram, which cap-
tures his fitness regime
and shows him in a lean-
er form.

In contrast to the ath-
letic style of the body
that necessitates inten-
sive training and a tight
dietary regime, bulking
up or cutting can be ac-
complished with ease.

Karan captioned the
video, "Every End is a
new beginning. Every to-
morrow is a sequel of
today! KEEP MOVING
FORWARD, THAT'S
HOW WINNING IS
DONE: #Rocky (sic)."

Karan's nickname is
Rocky and looking at his
recent transformation
coupled with his

Instagram caption, one
can easily say that he is
inspired from the film
title that resembles his
name, ‘Rocky'.

Talking about his ef-
forts to achieve the physi-
cal makeover, Karan

said, "I feel like I am mov-
ing towards the best
shape in my life. Initially
the goal was being fit &
growing muscle, but now
the regime is transform-
ing all aspects of my life."

He added: "Be it self

discipline, needle pointed
focus, mental clarity or
dietary habits, I have
seen growth in every
sphere. So I'm looking
forward to ending the
year with the start of this
journey."

Leaner, more athletic: Karan
Deol goes for physical makeover

R
aveena Tandon is
one of the most
loved actresses of

all times, and in her clas-

sic act as an investigative
cop in her debut OTT se-
ries Aranyak (Netflix),
she proved that whatever
the medium be, she will
always excel as a per-
former. Making her digi-
tal debut with a stellar
performance, Raveena
Tandon beat Madhuri
Dixit for The Fame Game
and Sushmita Sen for
Arya to win the Filmfare
OTT award for Best Actor,
Series (Female): Drama

for her role in Aranyak.
The beloved actor made
her foray into the world of
OTT in recent times. At
the Filmfare OTT Awards
2022, which honours
Tandon,

Cradling the trophy in
her arms, she would like
to dedicate her award to
all the women in uniform,
“The lady officers who
risk their lives whether
they are in traffic or in
the police force or navy.

This is for those women
who balance their life,
children, husband, In
laws, homes, and goals
and still achieve in their
careers. More power to
these women.” Raveena
said

Tandon played the char-
acter of female cop
Kasturi Dogra in
Aranyak. It was an au-
thor-backed part which
Raveena did full justice to
as an actor.

Raveena dedicates her Filmfare
OTT award to all women in uniform

A
nkur Verma essay-
ing the role of
Rajiv in COLORS’

Parineetii says, “This
year started with a bang
as I bagged my first lead
show ‘Parineetii’. I’m
blessed to be part of this
show which has been gar-
nering lots of love from
the audience since it pre-
miered. The upcoming
year looks bright and daz-
zling and I am confident
that I will work even
harder. I think that’s a
great resolution. I've been
looking forward to head-
ing home to celebrate the
new year with my loved
ones and family and wel-
come 2023 with a new be-
ginning. My life's motto is
to keep getting better and
better over time! I wish all
the viewers a Happy New
Year.”

Shivika Pathak essay-

ing the role of Jeevika in
COLORS’ Agnisakshi
says, “The year 2022 was
initially very mysterious
and later a surprise box
for me as I got to do my
debut in ‘Agnisakshi’. I
believe I have received the
best gift this year and
being a part of COLORS

gives me immense happi-
ness. I will be welcoming
2023 by seeking blessings
from my parents and
would love to celebrate it
with the Agnisakshi
team. I will give my best
and wish people whole-
heartedly accept me as
Jeevika and Shivika both,

as the show's success is
my success.”

Anchal Sahu essaying
the role of Parineet in
COLORS’ Parineetii says,
“The year 2022 was one of
the most special years of
my life. Yes, there were
many ups and downs, but
I guess that’s a part of life
and I am grateful for hav-
ing a beautiful one. I am
glad to be a part of COL-
ORS’ most admired show
‘Parineetii’, which has
been greatly supported by
its viewers and I hope
they continue to do so. I
appreciate and thank
COLORS for giving me
this opportunity.
Entering 2023, I have a
new year resolution
where I want to become a
better version of myself
every day and keep work-
ing harder toward my
skills and craft.

COLORS’ actors welcome the new year 2023 

The star famous in
Tollywood as the 'Mass

Maharaja', Ravi Teja, and
director Trinadha Rao Nakkina
are all set to roll out their
action entertainer 'Dhamaka'
on Friday with premieres
across India and in the US.
A day before the release of the
movie, produced by T.G.
Vishwa Prasad, under the ban-
ner of People Media Factory,
Ravi Teja interacted with the
media and his fans. He said
that he enjoyed the process of
spending time with his fans.
"These meetings send out pos-
itive energy and this boosts
our confidence," Ravi Teja
said.
Unlike his previous films, Ravi
Teja is actively promoting
'Dhamaka'. He, however, clari-
fied: "I don't like to talk much
about my movies, I want my
movies to talk more. If a film
leads to a positive buzz after
the first show, then there's
nobody who can stop it from
becoming a hit." It's been a
while since Ravi Teja did a
completely entertaining movie,
but he said 'Dhamaka' is the
"perfect out-and-out entertain-
er", after 'Raja The Great'.

Ravi Teja is one actor who has
no qualms about working with
newcomers. "I like working
with newcomers," he said.
"There is enthusiasm, excite-
ment and hunger in them to
prove themselves."
The film's audio album is
already a chartbuster and
Ravi Teja is all praise for
composer Bheems
Ceciroleo. "He is a
very good tune
maker. Every

song in the movie has is a
superhit."
Ravi Teja said he loved his
stint with director
Trinadha Rao Nakkina --
"he is a jovial person
and real fun to work
with," he noted.
"And Prasanna
Kumar's dia-
logues
are the
other big
assets."

‘Dhamaka’ is an out-and-out
entertainer, declares Ravi Teja

Z
ee Studios' next fea-
ture is the Devashish
Makhija directed

Joram, a survival-thriller
abouta displaced indige-
nous man. Made in collab-
oration with Makhijafilm -
an independent produc-
tion house jointly owned
by Devashish himself and
c u r a t o r - p r o d u c e r
Anupama Bose-  it will
have its World Premiere at
the upcoming 52nd
International Film
Festival Rotterdam (IFFR).
IFFR returns with this edi-
tion to play as a bigger, ro-
bust on ground festival
after 2 online editions in
2021 & 2022 because of the
pandemic. The film stars
Manoj Bajpayee, Zeeshan
Ayyub, Smita Tambe and
Megha Mathur. It also fea-
tures Tannishtha
Chatterjee, and Rajshri
Deshpande in special ap-
pearances.

JORAM is Devashish's
third collaboration with
Manoj Bajpayee, and his
third film to be screened at
IFFR after Ajji (2018) and

Bhonsle (2019). The film
was also part of FBR sec-
tion of the Viewing Room
at NFDC’s Film Bazaar,
2022. JORAM Director &
Partner, Makhijafilm,
Devashish Makhija
says,"JORAM is my third
film at IFFR, after AJJI
(2018) and BHONSLE
(2019), but the first film
produced by Anupama
Bose and myself as
Makhijafilm, and backed
by Zee Studios, a rare
Indian studio that loves
and nurtures independ-
ent-spirited cinema like
ours. JORAM features
some of the finest interna-
tional actors from India -
Manoj Bajpayee, Mohd.

‘JORAM,’ to have its
‘World Premiere’ at

52nd IFFR 2023
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Kochi, Dec 23 (PTI):

England all-rounder
Sam Curran on Friday be-
came the most expensive
player in the history of
IPL auctions after fetching
a whopping Rs 18.5 crore
bid from Punjab Kings
here.

An intense bidding fol-
lowed for Curran with
Mumbai Indians, Royal
Challengers Bangalore,
Rajasthan Royals,
Chennai Super Kings,
Lucknow Super Giants
and Punjab Kings raising
their paddles frenetically
to secure the services of
T20 World Cup player-of-
the tournament.

In the end, it was
Punkab Kings that broke
the bank to get Curran,
who drew highest-ever bid
that bettered the previous
best buy of Rs 16.25 crore
that Rajasthan Royals had
shelled out to grab South
African all-rounder Chris
Morris in 2021.

Australia all-rounder
Cameroon Green was sec-
ond-highest earner, fetch-
ing Rs 17.5 crore bid from
Mumbai Indians.

England Test skipper
Ben Stokes was the third-
highest gainer, fetching Rs
16.25 crore from CSK who

pipped Kolkata Knight
Riders in another intense
bidding war.

England players were in
demand as batter Harry
Brook earned a Rs 13.25
crore winning from
Sunrisers Hyderabad.

Brook, who struck three
hundreds in as many
games and set new record

for most runs by an
England batter in a Test se-
ries in Pakistan, started at
a base price of Rs 1.5 crore.

The bidding for Brook
was mainly between SRH
and Rajasthan Royals.

India international
Mayank Agarwal was also
bought by Sunrisers
Hyderabad for Rs 8.25

crore. His base price was
set at Rs 1 crore. New
Zealand stalwart Kane
Williamson was sold at his
base price at Rs 2 crore to
Gujarat Titans.

Out-of-favour India bat-
ter Ajinkya Rahane was
sold at his base price of Rs
50 lakh to Chennai Supper
Kings, the only bidder for

the player. South Africa
batter Rilee Rossouw and
Bangladesh al-rounder
Shakib-Al-Hasan went un-
sold. West Indies all-round-
er Jason Holder was sold
to Rajasthan Royals for Rs
5.75 crore.

SAM CURRAN BECOMES MOST EXPENSIVE PLAYER IN IPL HISTORY

England allrounder Sam
Curran broke Chris Morris'
record (INR 16.25 crore) to
become the most expensive
buy at an IPL auction, when
Punjab Kings outbid
Chennai Super Kings and
Mumbai Indians to sign him
for INR 18.25 crore (USD
2.25 million).Sam Curran is
also the most expensive
player in IPL history - even
more than retained players
like Virat Kohli and KL Rahul
- and was reunited with the
franchise that first wel-
comed him into the league
at an INR 7.2-crore bid in
2019. Curran was the Player
of the Final and the
Tournament at the 2022 T20
World Cup in Australia.

Sam Curran:  INR
18.25 crore:

Punjab Kings

Mumbai managed to get
Cameron Green for INR
17.50 crore, making the
Australian allrounder the
second most expensive
player in IPL auction histo-
ry. Green's T20 stocks have
risen significantly in the last
six months. Not part of
Australia's T20 World Cup
squad initially, the all-
rounder was a last-minute
inclusion after Josh Inglis
picked up an injury while
playing golf. Green had shot
into the limelight after a
prolific T20I series in India,
where he made 118 runs,
including two half-cen-
turies, at a strike rate of
214.54 at the top of the
order. 

Cameron Green:
INR 17.50: 

Mumbai Indians

Stokes and Curran's
England team-mate Harry
Brook also made a splash
when Sunrisers Hyderabad
staved off aggressive bid-
ding from Rajasthan Royals
to secure his services for
INR 13.25 crore (USD 1.6
million approx). This is the
most a franchise has paid to
sign an overseas batter at
an auction. Brook, 23, is set
to feature in his maiden IPL
season following a breakout
year in international cricket.
Only two months ago in
Pakistan, his first interna-
tional overseas trip, Brook
impressed with his clean
power hitting to win the
Player-of-the-Series award
after hitting 238 runs at a
strike rate of 163.01, in a
series England won 4-3.

Harry Brook:  INR
13.25 crore:
Sunrisers

HyderabadEngland allrounder Ben
Stokes became the costli-
est signing by Chennai
Super Kings in auction his-
tory at INR 16.25 crore.
Stokes will line-up along-
side MS Dhoni in the IPL
once again, after a brief
stint together at Rising
Pune Super Giant. Royal
Challengers Bangalore and
Rajasthan Royals also
raised the paddle for
Stokes, but it soon became
clear their limited budgets
were going to be a con-
straint. Having come into
the auction with INR 20.45
crores, CSK spent nearly
80% of their budget on
Stokes alone. 

Ben Stokes: INR
16.25 crore: Chennai

Super Kings

Mirpur, Dec 23 (PTI):

Rishabh Pant enhanced
his reputation as the team's
biggest game-changer with
a scintillating 93, putting
India in a commanding po-
sition to complete a series
clean sweep against
Bangladesh on the second
day of the second Test here
on Friday.

Pant, who got out in the
90's for the sixth time in his
Test career, again brought
his 'A' game to the fore with
a counter-attacking knock
that formed the corner of
India's first innings score
of 314.

Between lunch and tea,
the match which seemed to
be hanging in balance was
singlehandedly changed by
Pant, whose 104-ball in-
nings had seven fours and
five huge sixes -- a few of
them being one handed
lofts.

Shreyas Iyer, who has
been very consistent since
his Test debut last year,
also batted with a lot of in-
tent but missed his second
hundred of the series, get-
ting out for 87 off 105 balls.

Riding on the 159-run
fifth wicket stand between
Pant and Iyer, India, who
were left tottering at 94 for
4, will fancy their chances
for a fourth-day finish and
consolidate their position
in the World Test

Championship table.
Trailing by 87 runs,

Bangladesh were seven for
no loss at stumps on Day 2

but batting will only get dif-
ficult on the third day and
playing Ravichandran
Ashwin and Axar Patel on

this track will be a
Herculean job.

If the morning session
belonged to Bangladesh's
left-arm spinner Taijul
Islam (4/74 in 25 overs),
who had rocked the top-
order with wickets of skip-
per KL Rahul (10),
Shubman Gill (20) and
Cheteshwar Pujara (24), by
the end of the afternoon,
Pant struck like tornado,
blowing the hosts away.

It only helped Iyer at the
other end, who was equally
aggressive and a surface
that looked difficult to bat
on suddenly appear to be a
willow wielder's paradise.

Pant literally manhan-
dled the Bangladeshi spin
troika by smashing five
sixes -- two off Taijul, a cou-
ple off Mehidy Hasan
Miraz and one off skipper
Shakib Al Hasan.

India were in trouble at
94 for four when Virat
Kohli (24, 73 balls) once
again nicked one off
Taskin Ahmed outside the
off-stump channel before
Pant propelled the Indian
innings.

But Taijul was made to
look pedestrian by the mav-
erick keeper-batter from
Rourkee.

Pant hammered Taijul
into submission by repeat-
edly dancing down the
track and carting him ei-
ther in the arc between the

mid-wicket and long-on or
by lofting him down the
ground.

The most exhilarating
one was a one-handed
down-the-ground shot off
rival captain Shakib. And
it was not at all surprising
when he repeated the stuff
off Miraz over long-on for a
100-metre long maximum.

The Bangladeshi
bowlers, who were pumped
up at the lunch break, had
drooped shoulders by the
time tea was called.

Pant's beast mode did
rub off on Iyer as he also
lofted Miraz for his first six
and duly completed his sec-
ond half-century of the se-
ries with a single.

By the time, Pant nicked
one to Nurul Hasan behind
the stumps, missing out on
yet another Test hundred,
he was completely done
and didn't come out to keep
after experiencing cramps.

Magnificent Pant, steady Iyer put India in command

Shreyas Iyer (L) and Rishabh Pant run between the wickets during
the second day of the second cricket Test match between
Bangladesh and India at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium in Dhaka on December 23.

Bangladesh: 227 & 7 for
no loss in 6 overs
(Najmul Hossain Shanto
5 batting, Zakir Hasan 2
batting).
India 1st Innings: 314
all out in 86.3 overs
(Rishabh Pant 93,
Shreyas Iyer 87; Taijul
Islam 4/74, Shakib Al
Hasan 4/79).

Brief Scores

Melbourne, Dec 23 (PTI):

"Refreshed and ready to
play the game," World Cup-
winning skipper Meg
Lanning is set to return
from her break and lead
Australia in the ODI series
against Pakistan next
month.

The 30-year-old had
taken time off from the
game to focus on herself
following Australia's gold-
medal finish at the
Commonwealth Games in
August. She missed the
women's Big Bash League

and the recently-conclud-
ed tour of India due to her
break, that lasted five
months. "I can't wait to be
out on the field again with
@ a u s w o m e n c r i c k e t
against Pakistan.

Sometimes you just
have to hit pause, step
back and take a breather.
That's certainly what I
needed," Lanning posted
on her Instagram on
Friday. "The past 6 months
have taught me a lot. I've
learnt so much about my-
self and who and what is
important to me. I've al-
ways played my cards pret-
ty close to my chest.

"This experience has
given me a greater appre-
ciation of how opening up
and talking to the people
that care about you really
can make the tough times
feel easier. It's ok to ask for
help and admit that you
don't have everything
under control.

"Having enjoyed some
time and space. I feel re-
freshed and ready to play
the game that I love in
teams that love. It's such
an exciting time for the
game and I can't wait to be
part of it!" she added.

Cricket Australia (CA)
on Friday named a 13-mem-
ber squad for the three-
match ODI series at home,
starting January 16.

Lanning returns to captain
Australia against Pakistan

Laussane , Dec 23 (AP):

Three-time Olympic
weightlifting champion
Lyu Xiaojun of China
has tested positive in a
doping case, the
International Testing
Agency said on
Thursday.

The ITA said Lyu test-
ed positive for EPO, an
endurance boosting hor-
mone banned in sports,
on October 30 while he

was training. The
Chinese star is provi-
sionally suspended while
a disciplinary case is
prosecuted. Now aged 38,
Lyu said on winning a
third straight Olympic
title in Tokyo last year
that he would target a
fourth at the 2024 Paris
Games. He was the old-
est-ever weightlifting
gold medalist when he
won the men's 81-kilo-
gram category in Tokyo.

Three-time Olympic
champion Lyu tests
positive for doping

England recalls
Stuart Broad for 

test series in 
New Zealand

London, Dec 23 (AP):

Experienced bowler Stuart
Broad has been recalled to
England's squad for the two-test
series in New Zealand while ris-
ing star Rehan Ahmed will not
make the trip.
The 36-year-old Broad is back
after missing the recent 3-0 test
series sweep in Pakistan for the
birth of his first child. The first
test begins Feb. 16 at Mount
Maunganui. Ahmed became the
country's youngest ever men's
test cricket player when the 18-
year-old legspinner lined up
against Pakistan in Karachi last
week and took a decisive five-
wicket haul. The tests in New
Zealand are not likely to favor
spin and, with Jack Leach retain-
ing his status as first-choice,
Ahmed did not make the 15-man
squad with England also taking a
careful approach over his devel-
opment. Ahmed will play in the
UAE T20 League in January.

Manchester, Dec 23 (AP):

Erling Haaland scored
his 24th goal of the season
but it was Nathan Ake's
first that clinched
Manchester City's 3-2 win
over Liverpool in the
English League Cup.

Kevin De Bruyne, one of
six City starters coming
off World Cup duty, set up
both goals and Riyad
Mahrez scored just after
halftime to help City reach
the quarterfinals.

De Bruyne, part of
Belgium's squad that
failed to advance from the
group stage in Qatar,
crossed to Haaland to open
the scoring in the 10th
minute and later sent a
cross to the far post, where
Ake headed home in the
58th at the Etihad
Stadium.

Liverpool twice fought
back to equalize on goals
by Fabio Carvalho and
Mohamed Salah, respec-
tively, but its title defense
is over after Darwin

Nunez missed several
good chances in front of
the net. The victory keeps
Pep Guardiola's team on
course for a fifth cup title
in six seasons.

Haaland showed signs of

rustiness when he fired an
early chance over the bar,
but the Norwegian quickly
made amends with a 10th-
minute volley to make it
two-dozen goals in 19 ap-
pearances overall.

Haaland scores as Man City beats
Liverpool 3-2 in League Cup

Manchester City's Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (C) cele-
brates scoring the opening goal during the English League Cup
fourth round football match between Manchester City and
Liverpool, at the Etihad stadium in Manchester.

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI) 

Defender Harmanpreet Singh
was on Friday named the cap-
tain of the 18-member Indian
squad which will compete at
the FIH men's Hockey World
Cup, commencing on January
13 in Odisha. Defender Amit
Rohidas will serve as
Harmanpreet's deputy.
Harmanpreet had also cap-
tained the side in the recent
series against Australia, where
the side fought hard before los-
ing the five-match rubber 1-4.
Mid-fielder Manpreet Singh had
led the team at the Tokyo
Olympics where India won a
historic bronze medal but he
will feature in the team as a
player this time as coach
Graham Reid has handed the
captain's band to different play-
ers over a period of time. Reid's
endeavour has been to create
leaders from the senior group.

Harmanpreet to
captain India at

hockey World Cup

Mirpur, Dec 23 (PTI):

He had manifested that
moment in his mind by vi-
sualising it over a 1000
times and when it finally
happened after 12 long
years of wait, Jaydev
Unadkat was both relieved
and delighted after Zakir
Hasan became his maiden
Test wicket.

Unadkat, who made his
Test debut against South
Africa at Centurion on
December 16 in 2010, was
named in the playing XI in
the second Test against
Bangladesh here on
Thursday.

On his Test debut,
which happened a dozen of
winters back, Unadkat
had gone for more than 100
runs in 26 wicketless overs
with Hashim Amla and
AB de Villiers scoring
hundreds and Jacques
Kallis hitting a double cen-
tury. "I did manifest it, I vi-
sualised it more than a
1000 times and there was a

moment when I actually
missed playing with the
red ball," Unadkat told
bcci.tv.

He ended the first in-
nings with the figures of
2/50 as India bowled out
Bangladesh for 227 on the
opening day.

Manifested my 1st test
wicket by visualising it

over 1000 times: Unadkat
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Artists perform during the Delhi International Arts Festival 2022, in New Delhi.

ARTS FESTIVAL 

Srinagar, Dec 23 (PTI): 

Five cops were among 17
persons arrested as a major
narcotics smuggling mod-
ule, originating from
Pakistan, was busted in the
Kupwara district of
Jammu and Kashmir, po-
lice said on Friday.

"In one of its biggest suc-
cesses against drug smug-
gling and peddling in the
district, Police has arrested
17 persons, including five
policemen, a political ac-
tivist, a contractor and a
shopkeeper from different
areas of the districts of
Kupwara and Baramulla,
unearthing another nar-
cotics smuggling module
originating from Pakistan,"
a police spokesman said.

He said while working re-
lentlessly to identify and
act against the drug ped-
dlers active in the north
Kashmir district, police ze-
roed in on some drug ped-
dlers active in Kupwara

town and its adjoining
areas. "On a tip-off, one
Mohammad Waseem Najar
-- a poultry shop owner and
a resident of Darzipura,
Kupwara, was arrested
with some quantity of nar-
cotics from his residential
house," the spokesman said.

After preliminary inves-
tigations, Najar admitted to
be a part of a big group of
drug peddlers and dis-
closed names of some of
his associates belonging to
the district as well as from
the Uri area of district
Baramulla involved in this
illegal trade, the
spokesman said.
"Subsequent raids were
conducted at various places
across the district and 16
more persons were arrest-
ed," he added.

The spokesman said
among the arrested were 5
policemen as well who
were identified as special
police officers (SPOs)
Haroon Rasheed Bhat,

Irshad Ahmed Khan, Sajad
Ahmad Bhat, Zahid
Maqbool Dar and
Constable Abdul Majeed
Bhat. A political activist
Ishfaq Habib Khan was
also among the arrested
persons.

Others who were arrest-
ed include Tahir Ahmed
Malik, a resident of
Rigipora, Khursheed
Ahmed Khan, a dry fruits
shopkeeper and his son
Imtiyaz Khan, Tamheed
Ahmed Khan, a Pakistan-
based terrorist handler,
Roman Mushtaq Bhat, a
resident of Uri in
Baramulla, and Asif
Rashid Hajam, a resident
of Batergam in Kupwara,
the spokesman said.

He said Abid Ali Bhat, a
resident of Bohipora
Kupwara, Tanveer Ahmad
Wani, a contractor,
Nadeem Javed of Uri
Baramulla and Tahir
Ahmad Khan, a resident of
Boniyar in Baramulla

were also arrested by dif-
ferent teams of Police
Station Kupwara.

The busting of this mod-
ule has yet again exposed
the direct involvement of
Pakistan-based terrorist
handlers in pumping nar-
cotics into Kashmir Valley,
aiming to destroy the
Kashmiri youth, the
spokesman said.

CBI lodges FIR against Abhijeet Group-promoted
Corporate Power for Rs 4,037-crore bank fraud

New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed an
FIR against Abhijeet
Group promoted compa-
ny Corporate Power
Limited and its directors
for alleged bank fraud of
Rs 4,000 crore, officials
said on Friday. The
agency on Thursday
searched 16 locations in
multiple cities, including
Nagpur, Mumbai, Ranchi,
Kolkata, Durgapur,
Ghaziabad, and
Vishakhapatnam, in con-
nection with the case,
they said.

Corporate Power
Limited, a Kolkata-based
special purpose vehicle
promoted by Abhijeet
Group for setting up a
power plant in
Jharkhand, allegedly
committed a bank fraud of
Rs 4037.87 crore involving
a consortium of 20 banks,

according to a complaint
filed by Union Bank of
India, now a part of the
CBI FIR, the officials said.

They said several com-
panies of Abhijeet Group
and some of its directors
are already facing CBI
probes in connection with
coal scam cases and are
charge-sheeted as well.

Corporate Power
Limited, initially named
Chitarpur Coal and Power
Ltd, had envisaged setting
up a 540 MW power plant
in Latehar district of
Jharkhand in the configu-
ration of 4x135 MW at a
cost of Rs 2,900 crore, they
said.

"It was further alleged
that between 2009 and
2013, the borrower had
submitted manipulated
project cost statements
and diverted bank funds.
It was also alleged that
trade receivables, main

transactions to related
parties and funds were di-
verted to a web of various
companies that were
dummy accounts.
Accordingly, the borrower
was able to siphon off
funds," a CBI spokesper-
son said in a statement.

In the FIR, the agency
has named the company
and its promoters and di-
rectors, including Manoj
Jayaswal, Abhishek
Jayaswal, Abhijeet
Jayaswal, Rajiv Kumar,
Bishal Jaiswal, Munna
Kumar Jaiswal, P.N.
Krishnan, Rajeev Goyal,
Arun Kumar Shrivastava,
S N Gaikwad, Prem
Prakash Sharma and
Arun Gupta as the ac-
cused, it said.

The Union Bank, in its
complaint, has alleged
that the accused persons
cheated the bank with
"criminal intent" to make

a wrongful gain for them-
selves, according to the
statement.

They allegedly entered
into a criminal conspira-
cy disbursing amounts of
working capital from a
bank to a web of various
companies that are relat-
ed party companies, it
said. The funds were si-
phoned off to related
companies shown as
creditors in the account
books, the bank has al-
leged in the complaint.

"...Borrowers have com-
mitted the offence with
utmost dishonest and
criminal intentions of
causing huge loss to the
bank and the exchequer
for wrongful gain to
themselves by creating
fake companies to rotate
the money within the
dummy companies...," it
further alleged, as per the
statement.

Rape case: Chinmayanand appears
before court to file bail papers

Shahjahanpur (UP), Dec 23 (PTI): 

Former Union minister
Swami Chinmayanand on
Friday appeared before a
special MP-MLA court
here and filed bail papers
as directed by the
Allahabad High Court
while granting him inter-
im anticipatory bail in a
rape case.

According to his counsel
Firoz Hasan Khan, the for-
mer minister submitted
two bail bonds of Rs 1 lakh
each. The special court
fixed January 16 as the
next date of hearing.

The Allahabad High
Court on December 19 had
granted interim anticipa-
tory bail to

Chinmayanand till the
next date of hearing and
directed the complainant
woman and the state gov-
ernment to file their
replies within four weeks.

In the high court, the
former minister's counsel
Anoop Trivedi submitted
that he is a 76-year-old
man and has been falsely
implicated in the case.

Chinmayanand does not
have any criminal history.
The former MP is also run-
ning several medical and
educational institutions
and is a person of high po-
litical and spiritual value,
Trivedi said.

Additional Advocate
General M C Chaturvedi
and Additional

Government Advocate A K
Sand opposed the bail ap-
plication on behalf of the
state government.

In 2011, on a complaint
from one of his disciples, a
case of sexual exploitation
was registered against
Chinmayanand, the
founder of Mumukshu
Ashram.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment had in 2018 sent a
letter to the court through
the district magistrate to
withdraw the case, but the
complainant had objected
to it. The application for
withdrawal was dismissed
by the court and a bailable
warrant was issued
against the former Union
minister.
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

The CBI has filed a
charge sheet against
former Mumbai po-
lice commissioner
Sanjay Pandey and
former NSE CEO
Chitra Ramkrishna
and other top execu-
tives of the bourse in

connection with alleged
tapping of phones of execu-
tives of the stock market,
officials said Friday.

The agency, in its charge
sheet filed before a special
court here, has alleged that
National Stock Exchange
(NSE) had paid Rs 4.54

crore (approx) in 8 years to
ISEC Services Pvt Ltd,
where Pandey was a direc-
tor, for carrying out illegal
interception of phones at
the bourse employees in
the name of cyber vulnera-
bility study, they said.

"It was alleged that unau-
thorised recording and
monitoring of personal call
lines in NSE started in 1997
when then MD (Ravi
Narain) and then
DMD/MD (Ramkrishna) of
NSE connected call lines of
NSE employees to a digital
voice recorder provided by
a private company," CBI
spokesperson said here.

The agency has named
Pandey, two former execu-
tives of the accused compa-
ny, former top executives of
NSE including managing
director Ravi Narain,
deputy managing director
Ramkrishna, executive
vice president Ravi
Varanasi, head (premises)
Mahesh Haldipur, group
operating officer Anand
Subramanian, officer on
special duty SB Thosar, and
manager (premises)
Bhupesh Mistry.

The agency has accused
them under charges of
criminal conspiracy, de-
struction of evidence,

criminal breach of trust,
provisions of the Indian
Telegraph Act and
Prevention of Corruption
Act, they said. The CBI had
taken up the case on July 7,
2022, based on the inputs re-
ceived during the probe of
the Co-location Scam in
NSE that ISEC Services
were illegally tapping land-
line phones of NSE em-
ployees, they said.

According to CBI, the ille-
gal interception started in
1997 when Narain and
Ramkrishna connected
NSE employees' call lines to
a digital voice recorder pro-
vided by a private company.

Ramkrishna supervised the
illegal activity for nearly 12
years with the help of other
accused NSE executives,
the agency has alleged.

In 2009, the monitoring of
calls was handed over to
ISEC, where Pandey was a
director. "To maintain se-
crecy, the work order was
allegedly issued to said pri-
vate company in the name
of 'conducting a periodic
study of cyber vulnerabili-
ties'," the official said. The
company installed a high-
end apparatus in 2012 in
NSE's basement, capable of
recording 120 calls simulta-
neously.

CBI charge sheets ex-Mumbai
police commissioner, NSE ex-CEO 
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New Delhi, Dec 23 (PTI): 

A Delhi court sum-
moned on Friday Ratul
Puri, nephew of former
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Kamal Nath, as
an accused in a money
laundering case linked to
an alleged fertiliser scam
for which Rs 685 crore was
paid as kickback. Special
Judge Vikas Dhull, while
taking cognizance of a
supplementary charge
sheet in the case, directed
Puri to appear before the
court on January 18.

The judge passed the
order while noting the sub-

missions made by the ED's
Special Public Prosecutor
Nitesh Rana that prima
facie there was enough evi-
dence to prosecute Puri in
the case. Besides Puri, the
judge also summoned
Sangam Theatres Private
Limited and Sanjay Jain,
who is currently in judi-
cial custody in the case.

The court also dismissed
Jain's plea seeking default
bail in the case, saying that
the ground was not suffi-
cient to grant him the re-
lief. "From the material
which has come on record
during the course of fur-
ther investigation, there is

sufficient material on
record to take cognizance
of the offence," the judge
said. He said Ratul Puri
and Sangam Theatres
Private Limited knowingly
assisted in the conceal-
ment of the proceeds of
crime and by showing it to
be untainted property.

"In the light of the
aforesaid discussion,
there is sufficient materi-
al on record to summon
accused Sanjay Jain,
Ratul Puri and Sangam
Theaters Private Limited
as an accused," the court
said. Puri is also an ac-
cused in cases related to

the AgustaWestland
chopper scam and Moser
Baer scam. He is current-
ly out on bail.

According to the ED, the
fertiliser scam case, also
involving RJD Rajya
Sabha MP Amarendra
Dhari Singh and IFFCO
Managing Director and
CEO U S Awasthi, relates
to illegal commissions
worth over Rs 685 crore al-
legedly paid to the NRI
sons of Awasthi and
Indian Potash Ltd (IPL)
Managing Director P S
Gahlaut, and some others
by overseas suppliers dur-
ing 2007-14.

FERTILISER SCAM

Kamal Nath’s nephew Ratul Puri
summoned by Delhi court 

‘Fast-track courts
in Punjab soon for
prompt disposal
of issues of NRIs’

LLuuddhhiiaannaa  ((PPuunnjjaabb)),,  DDeecc  2233  ((PPTTII))::
Punjab's NRI Affairs Minister
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal on
Friday said the state govern-
ment would soon set up fast-
track courts for prompt dispos-
al of civil cases involving
Punjabi Non-Resident Indians
(NRIs). 

Presiding over a 'Punjabi
NRIs Naal Milni' event at the
Guru Nanak Dev Bhawan,
Dhaliwal said the state govern-
ment was committed to ensur-
ing prompt resolution of their
grievances through such meets.
The minister said the fast-track
courts would be functioning
solely for the speedy redressal
of civil cases of NRIs. "I have al-
ready spoken to the chief minis-
ter in this regard," Dhaliwal
said, adding the process will be
initiated soon.

Police busts narcotics module in
Kupwara, 5 cops among 17 arrested


