
Acquit
GGoonnddaa:: A local MP-MLA
court has acquitted BJP
MP from Kaiserganj Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh
and three others in a 29-
year-old case in which
they were accused of
attempting to murder for-
mer Uttar Pradesh minis-
ter Vinod Kumar Singh.

Cremated 
JJooddhhppuurr:: Hundreds gath-
ered to pay tribute to
Bhairon Singh Rathore, a
hero of the 1971 India-
Pakistan war, who was cre-
mated with full state hon-
ours in his ancestral village
here on Tuesday. Rathore,
whose bravery at
Rajasthan's Longewala post
inspired Bollywood film
"Border", breathed his last
at AIIMS here on Monday.

Seized
CChheennnnaaii:: Over 1,500
grams of Methaqualone
and 644 grams of Heroin
were seized at the airport
here and an Ugandan
national was arrested in
this connection, the
Customs department said
on Tuesday. With the
assistance of sniffer dog
'Orio', Customs authori-
ties retrieved the drugs
from the baggage of a
woman passenger who
arrived here from Addis
Ababa on December 18.

Spotted 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Royal Bengal
Tiger was spotted in
Brahmaputra river near
the Raj Bhavan here on
Tuesday before it moved
away and took shelter
among large rocks of
Peacock island, a forest
official said. The big cat
was seen first by morning
walkers and boatmen in
the river and being pushed
by the current towards the
island, where the famous
Umananda temple devot-
ed to Lord Shiva, is locat-
ed atop a hillock.

Approved 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO)
approved the recombi-
nant nasal COVID-19 vac-
cine on September 5 this
year for those aged 18
years and above, Minister
of State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar told
the Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday.

Demand 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Lok Sabha
members on Tuesday
demanded that the gov-
ernment build more reha-
bilitation centres for drug
addicts instead of sending
them to jail. They also
sought the construction
of more sports complexes
to keep youngsters away
from substance abuse.
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BRIEF

Argentina soccer fans take part in
the victory procession celebrating

the team's victory in the FIFA
World Cup 2022 final in Qatar, in

Kolkata, Tuesday.
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Raipur, Dec 20: 

Health Minister T S
Singh Deo, who is locked
in a power tussle with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, has said that he
will decide about his fu-
ture ahead of the state
Assembly elections which
are due in 2023.

The opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
shared a video of his com-
ments on Tuesday and
said Singh Deo should not
delay his next move.

Talking to reporters in
Surajpur district on
Monday, the minister
said, "I will take a deci-
sion about my future
ahead of the elections. As
of now, I have not thought
about it."

Asked about a section of
party workers `wanting'
to see him as chief minis-
ter, Singh Deo said, "It is
up to the workers. It is up

to them to decide what
they want to work on."

Chief minister Baghel
claimed elsewhere that
the media was distorting
his cabinet colleague's re-
marks.

"He (Singh Deo) said he
will decide about fighting
elections in future. You
are deliberately twisting
his statement Every
leader asks his supporters
before entering into the
election fray and Baba (as
Singh Deo is fondly
called) said nothing

wrong. Even I ask my sup-
porters before contesting
an election," Baghel said.

BJP leader and former
minister Rajesh Munat
shared a video of Singh
Deo's statement on
Twitter and said "At last
his pain spilled out in the
open. When this 'chingari'

(spark) will turn into an
explosive and explode,
only time can tell."

Tagging Singh Deo in
the tweet, Munat further
said, "Maharaj! Sonia-
Rahul ji could not take a
decision even after 2.5
years. But now after four
years if you have to take a
decision, then there
should be no delay."

In July this year Singh
Deo gave up his
Panchayat and Rural
Development department,
indicating his resentment
over not getting the CM's
post, though he continued
to hold his other four port-
folios.

As per Singh Deo's sup-
porters, it was decided
when the Congress came
to power in 2018 that he
would be made chief min-
ister for half the term.
But the party leadership
has denied that any such
deal was struck.

‘Will decide about
future before elections’

Bijapur, Dec 20 (PTI): 

A Maoist was killed in
an encounter with securi-
ty personnel in Bijapur
district on Tuesday, a po-
lice official said.

The gunfight took place
at around 10 am in a forest
between Perowada and
Timenar villages under
Mirtur police station lim-
its when a joint team of
the District Reserve Guard
and the Special Task Force
was out on an anti-Maoist
operation, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P told
PTI.

The operation was
launched based on the in-
puts about the presence of
members of the
Bhairamgarh area com-
mittee of Maoists in
Mirtur area, located more
than 400 km from the state
capital Raipur, he said.

The gun-battle broke out
when the patrolling team
was advancing through
the forest near Perowada
and Timenar villages, he

said. After the exchange of
fire stopped, the body of a
Maoist along with a
weapon was recovered
from the spot, the IG said.

The identity of the
killed Maoist was yet to be
ascertained, he said,
adding the search opera-
tion was still underway in
the area.

On November 26 this
year, four Maoists were
gunned down by security
personnel in the district's
Mirtur area.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The global trajectory of monkey-

pox continues to show a declin-

ing trend since mid-August,

Minister of State for Health

Bharati Pravin Pawar told the

Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

Most cases detected till date

have been mild and treatment

for the disease remains largely

supportive, Pawar said in writ-

ten reply to a question.

According to the WHO, investi-

gational drugs are used in some

countries in clinical research

settings only. In terms of build-

ing diagnostic capacities for dis-

ease diagnosis, 20 ICMR-net-

work laboratories have been

operationalised across the coun-

try for testing of monkeypox.

"While the World Health

Organization (WHO) declared

outbreak of monkeypox disease

as a public health emergency of

international concern on July 23,

2022, the global trajectory of

monkeypox continues to show a

declining trend since mid-

August, 2022," she said.

Raipur, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment is considering
bringing in tigers from
neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh and releasing
them in Achanakmar
Tiger Reserve (ATR) and
Barnawapara wildlife
sanctuary in the state, an
official said on Tuesday.

A proposal in this re-
gard was approved in a
meeting of the state's
Wildlife Board chaired by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his official resi-
dence here on Monday, the
official from the state pub-
lic relations department
said.

The proposal was sub-
mitted by the Global Tiger
Forum (GTF), an inter-
governmental internation-
al body working exclusive-

ly for conservation of
tigers, he said. The tiger
augmentation plan aims to
bring big cats from
Madhya Pradesh and re-
lease them in ATR in
Mungeli district, which
shares a border with
Kanha Tiger Reserve of
the neighbouring state, he
said. Water sources and
grasslands have been de-
veloped to increase the
population of herbivorous
animals, which serve as a
prey base in tiger reserves,
the official said.

According to forest offi-
cials, Achanakmar was
recognised as a tiger re-
serve in 2009 and before
that the population of
tigers there was 27.

As per the 2010 census,
the number dropped to 18
and it further declined to
12 in 2011, they said.

While there is no exact
record of the big cat popu-
lation in ATR at present,
five to six tigers have been
spotted in tracking cam-
eras, officials said.

In the meeting, in-prin-
ciple consent was also
given to a proposal to rein-
troduce big cats in
Barnawapara Sanctuary
of Balodabazar district,
where they were last sight-
ed in 2010, the public rela-
tions official said.

Under the Tiger
Reintroduction and
Conservation Plan in
Barnawapara, a habitat
suitability report will be
prepared and the plan will
be launched after receiv-
ing approval from the
National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA), New Delhi, he
said.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Amid a sudden spurt in
COVID-19 cases in Japan,
South Korea, Brazil, China
and the US, the central
government on Tuesday
urged all states and Union
territories to gear up the
whole genome sequencing
of positive samples to keep
track of emerging vari-
ants.

In a letter to states and
UTs, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said such an exercise will
enable timely detection of
newer variants, if any, cir-
culating in the country
and will facilitate under-
taking of requisite public
health measures.

He highlighted that
India with its focus on the
five-fold strategy of test-
track-treat-vaccination
and adherence to Covid-

appropriate behaviour has
been able to restrict the
transmission of the coron-
avirus and is having
around 1,200 cases on a
weekly basis.

Public health challenge
of COVID-19 still persists
around the world with
around 35 lakh cases re-
ported weekly, Bhushan
said. In his letter, he also
referred to the operational
guidelines for revised sur-
veillance strategy in con-
text of COVID- 19 issued
by the ministry in June
this year. It calls for early
detection, isolation, test-
ing, and timely manage-
ment of suspected and
confirmed cases to detect
and contain outbreaks of
new SARS-CoV-2 variants.

"Therefore, monitoring
the trends of existing vari-
ants is of crucial impor-
tance," he said.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Centre has allowed
the states to use the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) to provide ex-gratia
assistance of Rs 50,000 to the
next of kin of those who
have succumbed to COVID-
19, Lok Sabha was informed
on Tuesday. Union Minister
of State for Home Nityanand
Rai said as per the national
policy on disaster manage-
ment, the primary responsi-
bility for disaster manage-
ment, including disbursal of
relief assistance to the affect-
ed people, rests with the state
governments concerned.

He said the state govern-
ments undertake relief
measures in the wake of nat-
ural disasters with help from
the SDRF, already placed at
their disposal, in accordance
with the Government of

India's approved norms. Rai
said keeping in view the
spread of coronavirus in
India and the declaration of
COVID-19 as pandemic by
the World Health
Organisation (WHO), by way
of a special onetime dispen-
sation, the central govern-
ment has allowed the states
to use SDRF towards con-
tainment measures for the fi-
nancial years 2019-20, 2020-21
and 2021-22.

"Further, based on the
guidelines issued by
National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), under section
12(iii) of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, on
September 11, 2021, the cen-
tral government had allowed
the states to use the SDRF to
provide ex-gratia assistance
of Rs 50,000 to the next of kin
of the deceased due to
COVID-19," he said replying
to a written question.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

A Parliamentary panel
on Tuesday asked the civil
aviation ministry to expe-
ditiously formulate a sea-
plane policy and also in-
struct airports as well as
airlines to provide assis-
tance to differently-abled
people to board an air-
craft.

The recommendations
are part of the report
tabled by the department-
related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

Transport, Tourism and
Culture.

In March this year, the
ministry launched the
Small Aircraft Scheme
(SAS), which includes the
operation of seaplanes.

However, the committee
noted that the seaplane
policy has not yet been fi-
nalised.

"The committee, there-
fore, reiterates its recom-
mendation that a seaplane
policy may be formulated
expeditiously in consulta-
tion with various stake-

holders, which will pro-
vide last-mile air connec-
tivity to the common peo-
ple living in far-flung and
remote areas of the coun-
try," it said.

Chaired by YSR
Congress member V
Vijayasai Reddy, the panel
submitted the report on
the action taken by the
government on the recom-
mendations/ observations
made by the panel in an
earlier report on the min-
istry's demand for grants
for 2022-23.

Nagpur, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
has ordered status quo on
a decision taken by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
when he was a minister in
the erstwhile Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment, of allotting land
meant for slum dwellers to
private persons, a ruling
that prompted the
Opposition to demand the
CM's resignation and hold
protests in the legislature
complex here on Tuesday.

The HC order provided
ammunition to Opposition
members to target the
Shinde-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) dispensation
during the ongoing winter
session of the state legisla-
ture in Nagpur, but Deputy

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis stoutly defended
the government in the
Council and denied any
wrongdoing on part of the
CM.

A division bench of
Justices Sunil Shukre and
M W Chandwani of the

HC's Nagpur bench, in its
order passed on December
14, noted that the court
since 2004 has been moni-
toring the land allotments
made by the Nagpur
Improvement Trust (NIT)
to politicians and other in-
fluential individuals.

This was after a petition
was filed by Nagpur-based
social activist Anil
Wadpalliwar, alleging the
NIT, a local planning au-
thority constituted under
the state government's
urban development de-
partment, gave away land
to politicians and others at
meagre rates.

On December 14, the
bench was informed by
amicus curie (appointed
by court to assist) advocate
Anand Parchure that
Shinde, during his tenure
as the urban development
minister in the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment (November 2019 to
June 2022) directed the
NIT to give away land ac-
quired for a housing
scheme for slum dwellers
to 16 private persons.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Till December 14, 4.21
crore hospital admissions
worth Rs 49,468.60 crore had
been authorised under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana,
Minister of State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar said
on Tuesday.

Launched in 2018, AB
PM-JAY is the largest pub-
licly funded health insur-
ance scheme which pro-
vides a health cover of Rs 5
lakh per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation to 10.74
crore poor and vulnerable
families. "As on December
14, under AB PM-JAY, 4.21
crore hospital admissions

worth Rs 49,468.60 crore
have been authorised,
which contributes to direct-
ly reduce the out-of-pocket
expenditure of the public,"
Pawar said in a written
reply in Rajya Sabha.

Under the National
Health Mission (NHM), the
flagship programme of the
government, many steps
have been taken towards
supporting the state gov-
ernments in providing ac-
cessible and affordable
healthcare to people, he
said. Financial and techni-
cal support is provided to
states and union territories
to provide accessible, af-
fordable and quality health-
care, especially to the poor
and vulnerable sections of
the population, in both
urban and rural areas.

T S Singh Deo

Chief minister Baghel
claimed elsewhere that the
media was distorting his cab-
inet colleague's remarks. "He
(Singh Deo) said he will
decide about fighting elec-
tions in future. You are delib-
erately twisting his state-
ment Every leader asks his
supporters before entering
into the election fray and
Baba (as Singh Deo is fondly
called) said nothing wrong.
Even I ask my supporters
before contesting an elec-
tion," Baghel said.

What CM said.....

Monkeypox
declining
globally’ 

̈ Since mid-August

Maoist killed in encounter 
̈ With police

The gunfight took place at
around 10 am on Tuesday in a
forest between Perowada and
Timenar villages under Mirtur
police station limits when a
joint team of the District
Reserve Guard and the
Special Task Force was out on
an anti-Maoist operation. The
operation was launched based
on the inputs about the pres-
ence of members of the
Bhairamgarh area committee
of Maoists in Mirtur area.
After the exchange of fire
stopped, the body of a Maoist
along with a weapon was
recovered from the spot.

About the encounter

SPURT IN COVID CASES IN US, CHINA

‘Increase genome sequencing
of positive samples’

TIGER CONSERVATION PLAN

State Govt plans to bring tigers from
MP for ATR, Barnawapara sanctuary

Ex-gratia of Rs 50,000
approved for next of kin
̈ Of COVID-19 victims

MILLET YEAR CELEBRATION

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Congress MP Mallikarjun Kharge and
others at a lunch hosted in Parliament where millet dishes were served to mark the Millet Year 2023, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PAR PANEL SUGGESTION

‘Seaplane policy to boost
last mile air connectivity’

4.21 cr hospital admissions
authorised under PM-JAY
̈ Till Dec 14

Shinde ‘lands’ in trouble over Uddhav govt-era decision

Members of the Opposition bloc MVA latched on the HC ruling and
staged demonstrations in the legislature complex in Nagpur against
the state government. They accused the Shinde-BJP government of
being corrupt and demanded the resignation of the Chief Minister,
who assumed the top office in June after the collapse of the MVA
government following a revolt by a section of Shiv Sena MLAs.

Deputy Chief Minister Fadnavis said in the Legislative Council that
their government does not give costly plots at lower rates to any-
one. However, the Upper House proceedings were adjourned for the
day after arguments between members of the Opposition and ruling
parties over the matter.

CM must go: Oppn

Fadnavis defends Govt

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Ministry of
Tourism has decided to
shut down its seven over-
seas offices tasked with
promotional activities by
March 31 next year.

At present, the ministry
runs tourism offices in
London, Tokyo, Beijing,
Dubai, Singapore, New
York and Frankfurt.

An office memorandum,
issued by under secretary
Rajesh Kumar, reads, "The
undersigned is directed to
intimate that as per the ap-
proval of the competent
authority, Ministry of
Tourism has decided to
wind up all the overseas
Indian Tourism offices be-
fore March 31, 2023."

Govt to wind
up overseas

tourism offices
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Bhilai, Dec 20: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has announced
that the state government
would adopt the child
Annu Dewangan, who lost
her parents in the
Kumhari Flyover mishap.
From his personal twitter
handle, CM Baghel tweet-
ed, “the orphaned child is
now the responsibility of
all of us. We have decided
to adopt this child. Now
the child is the responsi-
bility of the government”.
The sensitive approach of
the Chief Minister is
being appreciated across
various social media plat-
forms.

It needs to be mentioned
here that 12-year-old Annu
Dewangan had lost her
parents in a freak accident
which occurred at the
under construction flyover
at Kumhari on December
10. Annu with her parents
Aajuram Dewangan and
Nirmala Dewangan, resi-
dents of Changorabhata,
Raipur, had come to attend
a marriage at village

Janjgiri on their moped
bearing registration num-
ber CG04-NV-5125. Around
20:40 hrs on Dec 10, they
were returning back home
on the moped. Near

Kumhari Square, they
took the flyover route as
there was no barricade,
stopper or diversion sign.
Due to lack of street light-
ing arrangements, the

rider failed to assess the
dead end on the flyover
and the family fell off the
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge. Police team rushed
them to the hospital where
Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan were declared
brought-dead. The child
Annu Dewangan was ad-
mitted to AIIMS Raipur
for better treatment.

Later on the interven-
tion of the District
Administration, the
Construction Company
provided Rs 15 lakh to the
orphaned child. An FIR
has also been lodged under
sections 337, 304 of IPC
against the responsible of-
ficials of Royal Infra
Company following the
death of a couple in a
mishap at the under con-
struction flyover.

The contract conditions
for the construction of the
flyover included taking
care of all safety aspects.
The negligence of the
company on the safety is-
sues led to the serious acci-
dent.

State Govt to adopt the child
orphaned in Kumhari Flyover mishap Bhilai, Dec 20: 

Preparations have been
completed for the mega
employment fair in the
district. Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi re-
viewed the preparations
during the time limit
meeting on Tuesday. She
said that applicants from
all over the state will gath-
er in this fair. The process
of their registration
should be completed on
time at the venue. Since
this is the biggest ever em-
ployment event, a large
number of youths are ex-
pected to gather. This fair
will be held at two venues.
Employers from six sec-
tors each will conduct the
recruitments at each
venue. The venue of the
event has been kept at
Livelihood College and
Government ITI, Power
House Bhilai. The
Additional Collector also
gave instructions to pro-
vide the facility of mobile
medical van at the site.
Along with this, the corpo-
ration officials were di-
rected to provide drinking
water and other necessary

facilities. It needs to be
mentioned here that more
than 70 employers are par-
ticipating in this mega
fair. Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka said that the
team of data entry opera-
tors had worked during
Agniveer recruitment.
Their work was very good
and hence their services
should be taken during the
job fair also. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan, Durg
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Laxman
Tiwari and other district
level officers were present
in the meeting.

More than 42000 job op-
portunities will be avail-
able in this job fair. The
special aspect is that new
career options like logis-

tics and hospitality are
also open here. Deputy
Director Manpower
Planning informed that
state level officials contact-
ed reputed employers
across the country and in-
vited them. This is a very
good opportunity when
people will get a chance to
create employment in a
campus itself.

The Additional
Collector also reviewed
the action taken on the ap-
plications received during
Jandarshan. She said that
all the applications should
be resolved within the
time limit and with quali-
ty. She said that the dis-
trict level officer himself
should meet the applicants
on the spot and after exam-
ining the facts, resolve the

matter effectively. On
December 22, district level
Prashasan Tumhar Dwar
camp will be organized at
Karanja. For this camp,
applications should be col-
lected well in advance so
that citizens can be in-
formed about the status of
disposal of their applica-
tions on the spot.

Additional Collector
said that all the offices
have to be maintained
properly. Files have to be
stored in an orderly man-
ner. Files should be
marked and listed proper-
ly so that they can be easi-
ly obtained at the time of
need. Table rotation of em-
ployees should be conduct-
ed for employees who are
working at the same table
for a long time.

Stage all set for Mega Job Fair; Additional
Collector reviews preparations

Bhilai, Dec 20: 

Important personalities
from all walks of the soci-
ety collected at the Peace
Auditorium, Sector-07 to
pay tributes to Rajyogini
Brahmakumari Kamla
Didi at the remembrance
programme organised
under the auspices of
Prajapita Brahmakumari
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya.

While narrating the
reminiscences of
Rajyogini Kamala Didi,
President of Religious
Service Division,
B r a h m a k u m a r i
Manorama Didi, who
came all the way from
Prayagraj, said that
Bhilai is a holy land
where the seed of divine
knowledge was sown by
Kamala Behenji, which
today has become a huge

tree giving cool shade of
peace to countless people.

She further added that
the colour of spirituality
in the soil of
Chhattisgarh is the result
of Kamala didi’s untiring
services. God is an ocean
of love but his direct form
was Kamala Behenji. It
was under her guidance
and blessing that the re-
treat centre “Shanti
Sarovar” was established
in Raipur after the inter-
national headquarters in
Mount Abu. Shanti
Shikhar in Atal Nagar
(New Raipur), Rajyog
Bhavan in Bhilai,
Antardasha Bhavan, and
several service centers
were established under
her guidance in
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
many other places in
Rajasthan.

Brahmakumari Prachi

didi, narrating her mem-
oirs towards Rajyogini
Kamala Behenji, said that
she was in charge of the
entire zone, but there was
no feeling of in charge in
her and she was always
supportive as an elder sis-
ter and mother.

Sharing her experience
of 50 years with Kamala
Behenji, Director of
Bhilai Seva Kendras,
Brahma Kumari Asha
Didi said that from the
age of 15, she kept getting
guidance from Kamala
Behenji, which continued
till now, even further, her
subtle inspiration will
help move forward. She
never had the feeling of
taking from anyone, al-
ways had the feeling of
giving. She never had any
attachment to any person
or thing and always re-
mained unique and loved

by God. The foundation of
Rajyog Bhawan in this
city of Bhilai Sector 7 was
established with her de-

termination. Kamala
Behenji used to say that
one should never lose hap-
piness, should always re-

main positive in life with
honesty and cleanliness.
Under her guidance spiri-
tual knowledge was
spread in more than 65
villages of the tribal areas
of Bastar.

Chief Regional
Coordinator BK Hema
Didi, who came from
Indore, narrating her
memoirs with Kamala
Behenji, said that her life
was transparent, truthful,
inside and outside the
same. There was success
in her powerful resolu-
tions, as a result of which
today we all are seeing
such a big gathering.
Even in the last stages of
her age, she tirelessly con-
tinued to do divine servic-
es.

B h i l a i - b o r n
Brahmakumari Savita
Didi, who is currently
serving Raipur narrating

her experience of 35 years
with Kamala Didi, told
since the age of 18 years
she has been in the serv-
ice of Raipur with
Kamala Didi.

Throwing light on the
personality of Rajyogini
Kamala Didi, former cabi-
net minister Prem
Prakash Pandey said that
all the MLAs of the newly
elected Chhattisgarh
Vidhansabha are invited
for Rajyoga meditation
and Brahma Bhojan at
Shanti Sarovar, and this
tradition continues even
today. Praising the
Brahmakumaris organi-
zation and the sisters, he
said that even strangers
become attached because
of the affection of the sis-
ters. After the formation
of the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, the
party, the opposition and

the entire cabinet went to
Mount Abu, the interna-
tional headquarters, in
the company of
Brahmakumari Kamala
Didi.

President Food, Public
Health and Sanitation
Department councillor
Lakshmi Pati Raju, digni-
taries from all walks of
life and a large number of
Brahmavats from Bhilai,
Durg, Patan, Jamgaon,
Dallirajhara, Daundi
Lohara, Nandani
Ahiwara, Bemetara, Utai
expressed affection, love
and paid emotional trib-
utes. On this occasion, the
memoirs related to the life
of Rajyogini
Brahmakumari Kamala
Didi ji and pictures of the
time of construction of
Bhilai Rajyog Bhavan
were shown in the projec-
tor through video.

Tributes paid to Rajyogini Brahmakumari Kamala Didi 

Bhilai, Dec 20: Durg Rural
assembly constituency
level MLA Trophy Cricket
Tournament was inaugu-
rated at Gandhi Bhantha
ground of Anda village on
Tuesday. The chief guest of
the inauguration ceremo-
ny, MLA and Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu formally inaugurated
the tournament.

Durg Rural assembly
level MLA trophy cricket
competition has been or-
ganized for the first time.
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu reached
Gandhi Bhantha Khel
Ground of Anda village.
He tried his hands on the
cricket bat to formally in-
augurate the tournament.
Then he met the players of
the inaugural match and
greeted them. He unveiled
the dress of different teams

which were provided to the
players by the organizing
committee. Congress
leader Digvijay Sinha wel-
comed the chief guest
Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Addressing the program,
Chief Guest Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that after this
tournament, they are also
going to organize assembly
level Chhattisgarhi
Olympic Games for the
first time. He congratulat-

ed youth leader Digvijay
Sinha along with his team
for this event. Patron of the
tournament, Harsh Sahu
congratulated all the teams
and said that the players
should perform well with
sports spirit. The game
should be played with the
spirit of sportsmanship, he
said. District Panchayat
President Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, Kesh Kala Board
Chhattisgarh Government

Chairman Nandkumar
Sen, Vice President Labour
Welfare Board Keshav
Bunty Harmukh, General
Secretary Pradesh
Congress Committee
Jitendra Sahu, Member
Mandi Board Tarkeshwar
Chandrakar, President
District Panchayat Durg
Devendra Deshmukh,
Municipal Corporation
Risali Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Chairman Keshav

Banchore, Vice President
District Panchayat (Durg)
Jhamit Gaikwad, Yogita
Chandrakar (Agriculture
Chairman District
Panchayat Durg), Harsh
Sahu, Mukund Parkar
(President Sarpanch
Sangh), Manish
Chandrakar (Janpad
Member), Umadevi
Chandrakar (Sarpanch
Gram Panchayat Anda),
Sarpanchs of different vil-
lages, Councillors and
Aldermen of Risali
Municipal Corporation,
members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club were present.
On the first day of the com-
petition, the inaugural
match was played between
Pauwara and Anjora in
which the Anjora team
won the match. 64 teams
are participating in this
competition.

Home Minister inaugurates MLA Trophy cricket tournament 

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2200:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant that produces high
strength TMT Bars with earth-
quake and corrosion resistant
properties for use in big proj-
ects of national importance
has in recent times been sup-
plying TMT Bars for use in
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) project,
famous as bullet train project.
In the month of December
2022, SAIL-BSP rolled out 4000
Tonnes of TMT bars in 9 metre
length in 16 mm diameter from
its modern Bar & Rod Mill out
of which more than 3000 T
have been supplied to meet
specific length requirement of
high speed bullet train project. 
The MAHSR project is mostly
elevated. Work for the MAHSR
project includes viaducts and
bridges, maintenance depot,

tunnels, earth structures and
stations. Steel and concrete
are the most important materi-
al used for any construction
project of such dimensions. 
More than 70,000 Tonnes of
earthquake-resistant TMT Bars
in 500D grade and different
dimensions have already been
supplied by SAIL-BSP for
MAHSR project. The EQR 500D
grade TMT bars supplied for
the MAHSR project have been
rolled by the Plant’s modern
Bar & Rod Mill. It is worth men-
tioning that this is the third

time BRM has rolled and sup-
plied this grade of earthquake-
resistant (EQR) TMT Bars in
the required 9 metre length for
the project. SAIL-BSP’s TMT
Bars are being used in con-
struction of piers and girders
that will support the load-bear-
ing capacity of the steel
bridges as also for various
other structures of the MAHSR
project.  SAIL-Bhilai has been
supplying steel for dams, ther-
mal, hydro-electric & nuclear
power projects, bridges,
expressways, flyovers, tunnels

and highrise buildings all over
the country. Some landmark
projects where SAIL-BSP steel
have been used for construc-
tion activity include Bandra
Worli Sea Link Bridge, Statue
of Unity, Agra expressway on
which fighter planes have land-
ed and in several bridges &
tunnels in North and North-
East India. High speed trains
on MAHSR will operate at a
speed of 320 km/hr covering a
distance of 508 km and 12 sta-
tions. At least 475 km length of
the project will be viaduct
(River/Road/Rail) while about
26 km will be in eight tunnels.
Other earth structures will be
about 7 km long. There will be
12 stations and three depots in
the project. The overall length
of the project in Maharashtra is
156 km and 348 km in Gujarat.

BSP supplies fresh lot of Specified 9 Metre
Length TMT Bars for MAHSR Project

Bhilai, Dec 20: People re-
siding in “Kusht Basti” of
Gautam Nagar area will no
longer have to go far to get
ration. Now they will be
able to take ration in their
own ward. On the initia-
tives of Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav, a new
building of a government
ration shop has been con-
structed for the ward resi-
dents in their own ward.
This Ration Shop was inau-
gurated on Tuesday. Now
people living in Kusht
Basti will get ration from
this shop and now they will
not have to visit another
ward for ration. It needs to
be mentioned here that
MLA Devendra Yadav has
been visiting different
wards of the municipal

corporation regularly. He
interacts with the people
and inquires about their
well being. He makes ef-
forts to resolve the prob-
lems of the people. In this
episode, MLA Devendra
Yadav had visited Gautam
Nagar ward some time
back. During interaction
with the people, he came to
know that there is no gov-
ernment ration shop in
their ward. The locals have

to travel a long distance to
get ration. Taking a serious
note over this issue, MLA
Devendra Yadav issued or-
ders to construct a new
government ration shop
building.

The building has now
been constructed and was
inaugurated by the senior
citizens of the ward. Ward
residents expressed grati-
tude towards MLA
Devendra Yadav.

Residents of “Kusht Basti” will
now get ration in their locality 

Bhilai, Dec 20: As per the
notification received from
NAAC Bangalore, St
Thomas College is accred-
ited with A Grade. NAAC
peer team visited the col-
lege on December 15-16,
2022. In this evaluation
process College scored 3.08
CGPA and got A grade.
The Chairman of this visit
was Professor Suhas
Pednekar, Vice Chancellor
University of Mumbai.
Other members were
Professor Pramod Kumar

from Agra and Dr Pargat
Sigh Garcha from
Ludhiana. On this
achievement Dr Aruna
Palta, Vice Chancellor
Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg and other
officials congratulated St
Thomas College, Bhilai.

Manager Bishop of the
college His Grace Alexios
Mar Eusebius congratulat-
ed and gave his blessings
to all the staff, students,
alumni and parents and
wished for better perform-

ance of the college in
coming future. Former

Administrator of college
Rt Rev George Mathew
Ramban and Former
Bishop Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius also congratu-
lated all the staff members
for the commendable re-
sult.

Administrator of col-
lege Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese congratulated
the college family and said
that the college is dedicat-
ed for quality education
and overall development
of students. Principal of
the College Dr MG
Roymon congratulated all
the professors and staff
members and said that in
this achievement the hard
work of all the employees
and outstanding perform-
ance of students played an
important

St Thomas College accredited with A Grade BSP’s Blast
Furnaces, LDCP &

OHP set new records
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2200:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has created several records
on December 19-20, 2022. The
Plant’s Blast Furnaces created a
new day record in coal dust injec-
tion with 2591 Tonnes of coal
dust injected on December 19,
2022, surpassing the previous
best of 2586 Tonnes of coal dust
injected on November 30, 2022.
The LDCP collective recorded
best ever daily dispatch of 2496
Tonnes of Lime & Calcined
Dolomite to Steel Melting Shops
& Sinter Plants on Dec 19, 2022,
surpassing previous best of 2439
T on November 30, 2022. Best
ever supply of 2496 Tonnes on
December 19 included 785 T to
SMS-2, 1195 T to SMS-3, 516 T to
SPs.  On December 20, the Plant’s
Ore Handling Plant (OHP) record-
ed maximum wagon unloading in
a shift. As many as 275 wagons
were unloaded in ‘A’ shift of
December 20, surpassing previ-
ous best of 270 wagons in B shift
of December 03, 2022.  



X’MAS TABLEAU

A small tableau depicting excerpts from stories of Lord Jesus Christ is on display
prior to Christmas celebrations here on Tuesday.

Dr Manju Singh gets MCh degree in
Principles of Breast Oncoplasty

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2200::  Dr Manju Singh,
Head of Department of Surgery
at Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Raipur has
completed three year
degree course MCh in
Principles of Breast
Oncoplasty from the
University of East
Anglia. 

‘When I started this
course three years ago,
only MRM (Modified Radical
Mastectomy - a surgical proce-
dure to remove breasts) was
done in severe breast diseases.
The concept of oncoplasty was
new to us. Then I started attend-
ing many conferences related to

Oncoplasty and realized that
Oncoplasty would be beneficial
for women with breast cancer.
But being a professor in the sur-

gery department, it was
a bit difficult to convince
people about the bene-
fits of Oncoplasty. So I
decided to pursue
degree in this field for
enhancement of my
competency and com-

pleted three year degree course
in Principles of Breast
Oncoplasty MCh from University
of East Anglia (UK). I am now
doing Master in Breast
Oncoplasty at Chhattisgarh’,
said Dr Manju Singh.

Preparations started for the meetings
of G-20 countries in Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2200::  Administrative
preparations have been started in
connection with the arrangement
of the fourth Permanent Finance
Working Group meeting of the pro-
posed G-20 countries in
September 2023 in Raipur. Today,
a meeting of the State Level
Coordination Committee consti-
tuted for coordinating the
arrangements for the G-20 meet-
ings was held under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhavan. In the meeting,
a detailed discussion was held
with the officials for the arrange-
ments of meetings of the G-20
countries. Officers have been
appointed as nodal officers at the
state level for G-20 meeting. In
this, Mr. Anbalagan P., Secretary,
Culture and Tourism Department,
has been made the nodal officer
for the arrangements for G-20
meetings. Similarly, Commissioner
Public Relations Mr. Dipanshu
Kabra, Managing Director
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board, Mr.
Anil Kumar Sahu and State
Protocol Officer Mr. Arvind Singh
have been appointed as Officer-in-
Charge for protocol arrangements.
IG Raipur Range Mr. Ajay Yadav
and Joint Secretary of Home
Department Mr. Abhijit Singh have
been made in-charge of Security
and Traffic and Protocol. Officer-

in-charge of Raipur City Sprucing
System, Director, Urban
Administration Mr. Eiyaz Fakirbhai
Tamboli and Municipal
Corporation Commissioner, Mr.
Mayank Chaturvedi have been
appointed. Managing Director
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board Mr.
Anil Kumar Sahu has been made
officer-in-charge for tour and
Indian experience for the guests
attending the G-20 meeting.
Commissioner Public Relations Mr.
Dipanshu Kabra and Director
Public Relations, Mr. Saumil
Ranjan Choubey have been made
in-charge of the promotion and
branding of G-20 meetings.
Chhattisgarh Resident
Commissioner, New Delhi, Mr. Ajit
Basant and Director Village
Industries, Mr. Arun Prasad have
been made in-charge of arranging
gifts and souvenirs etc. to the
guests. Director Culture. Mr. Vivek
Acharya has been made in charge
of cultural programs during the
days of G-20 meetings. The Chief
Secretary has directed the state

nodal officers to coordinate with
the nodal officers appointed by the
Government of India for the G-20
meetings. He has instructed the
nodal officers to ensure prepara-
tions for all the arrangements
from now itself. The Chief
Secretary instructed the officers
to prepare for training of various
officers related to security and
traffic system. Instructions have
been given to plant and decorate
the route through which the guest
representatives of G-20 countries
will travel. In the same way,
instructions were given to the offi-
cers of the Urban Administration
Department to display culture and
diversity, to make necessary
preparations for artistic painting
and beautification work on the
walls of the roadsides. Similarly,
before G-20 meetings, discussions
and seminars were organized in
institutions like IIMs, AIIMS and
Triple IITs to prepare for the dis-
semination of the G-20 logo theme
and to increase awareness about
the G-20 theme. 

Mega job fair on 22nd for applicants who applied online
Raipur, Dec 20: An em-
ployment fair is being or-
ganized on December 22
from 10:30 am to 4 pm under
the guidance of District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center Raipur for the appli-
cants who have applied on-
line against 46 thousand 616
posts.

The Deputy Director of

the District Employment
Department has informed
that applicants who sent
the details of their educa-
tional and technical qualifi-
cations and personal infor-
mation through the online
Google form, can visit any
one of the venues-
Government ITI Saddu,
Livelihood College-Jora
and Girls Polytechnic

College, Raipur-on above
mentioned date to attend
the interview process.

Twenty eight employers
will be present in
Livelihood College Jora,
while 25 employers will be
present in Government ITI
Saddu and 15 employers
will be present in
Government Girls
Polytechnic.

FIR be registered against illegal sand 

mining and transportation: Collector
Raipur, Dec 20: The dis-
trict administration has
decided to take stern ac-
tion on illegal mining and
transportation of sand,
morrum and pebbles in
the district. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure, in the
weekly meeting of the
time limit today, gave in-
structions to the officers to
lodge reports against
those involved in illegal
mining and transporta-
tion of sand, morrum and
pebbles. The Collector in-
structed the officers to reg-
ister FIR against those car-
rying out illegal mining
from either closed mines
or mines being run with-
out tender or sanction of
lease. He instructed to

seize and confiscate the ve-
hicles and machines en-
gaged in illegal mining
and transportation. The
Collector gave special in-
structions to all Executive
Magistrates and officers of
the Mineral Department,
including sub-divisional
revenue officers of
Abhanpur, Arang and
Tilda areas, to take strict
action against illegal min-
ing and transportation in

coordination with the po-
lice.

The meeting was attend-
ed by district panchayat
chief executive officer
Akash Chhikara, Raipur
municipal commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi, assis-
tant collector Jayant
Nahata, additional collec-
tor NR Sahu, additional
collectors BB Panchbhai
and BC Sahu, all SDMs
and departmental officers.

Study Circle team defeats Patiala by 6 wickets
in Sikh Premier League match

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 20: Shahid
Bhai Tharu Singh Study
Circle Raipur defeated
Sikh-e-Punjab Patiala by
6 wickets in the match
played here under the
14th Sikh Premier
League 2022 Cricket tour-
nament.

Electing to bat first
after winning the toss,
the Patiala team could
manage to score just 102
runs in 20 overs match. In
reply, the host Raipur
Study Circle team scored

the required runs in 16.4
overs losing just 4 wick-

ets. Randeep Singh
scored 43 runs from 36

balls with the help of 6
fours to ensure victory
for the team. In the sec-
ond match, Chandigarh
Singhs XI defeated
Telangana team by 12
runs in a close encounter
here. Chandigarh team
scored 170 runs with the
help of maximum 55 runs
scored by Harjinder
Singh with the help of 3
sixes and 6 fours. In reply,
the Telangana team could
not score the required
runs even after a quick
fire 53 runs scored by
Navdeep Singh.

Chh’garh bowlers restrict Services
to 213 runs in Ranji match

Raipur, Dec 20: Ravi
Kiran claimed 5 wickets to
help Chhattisgarh restrict
Services to 213 runs in the
first innings of the Ranji
Trophy Cricket match
being organized under the
aegis of BCCI at Air Force
Complex Cricket Stadium
Palam New Delhi.

Electing to bat first after
winning the toss, the
Services team could man-
age to score just 213 runs
in first innings against
Chhattisgarh. Anshul
Gupta scored maximum
71 runs for the team
whereas Devendra

Locheb also scored 53
runs for the team. Ravi
Kiran was the most suc-
cessful bowler for
Chhattisgarh team as he
claimed 5 wickets for 44
runs in his 15 overs spell.
Ajay Mondal also claimed
3 wickets for just 20 runs.

At close of play,
Chhattisgarh had scored 9
runs without losing any
wicket in 3 overs of bat-
ting left for the day.
Openers Rishabh Tiwari
(3 runs) and Sanidhya
Hurkat (6 runs) were un-
beaten at close of play on
day one.

MLAs submit more than 700
Questions for Winter Session

Raipur, Dec 20:
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) have
submitted more than 700
Questions during the
Question Hour for the up-
coming Winter Session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly scheduled to be
held from January 2 to 6.

According to the infor-
mation received, the
MLAs have submitted
majority of the questions
through online mode
whereas 44 Questions
have also been submitted
in off-line mode at the
Assembly Secretariat.

Total starred questions
for the Winter Session in-
clude 361 out of the total
questions 715 submitted
for the forthcoming ses-
sion. Similarly 354 ques-

tions are unstarred one
categorized by Assembly
Secretariat.

Apart from the
Questions, the MLAs
have also submitted sev-
eral notices under Call
Attention motion
through which they
would try to grill the
Treasury bench during
the week-long session.

Few of the MLAs par-
ticularly from the princi-
pal opposition Congress
may also submit adjourn-
ment notice on key issue
to gherao the ruling
Congress government.

BJP objects Baghel’s
statement on SC Youths

Raipur, Dec 20:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader from
Scheduled Caste Morcha
and former Member of
Legislative Assembly
(MLA) Navin
Markandeye on Tuesday
registered objections over
the reported statement
given by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Youth
from the community dur-
ing a Social Function who
were registering protest
on an issue.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office situ-
ated at Ekatma Parishar

here, the BJP leader said
that the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel appears
to have lost control when
the agitated Youth from
the Community were hold
demonstration. He said
that the behaviour of
Bhupesh Baghel is against
the decorum of the post of
Chief Minister. Instead of
giving patience hearing to
the demand of the agitat-
ed youth, the CM made
derogatory remarks
which are unacceptable.
He also sought resignation
from him for his unaccept-
able remarks.

Two student groups clash
in Kalinga University

Raipur, Dec 20: Clash
broke out between two
groups of students of
Kalinga University located
at Kotni in the capital
Raipur. More than 13 stu-
dents were injured in this
clash. Heavy police force
was deployed after the in-
cident. The university was
closed in view of the ten-
sion. Meanwhile the stu-
dents of the hostel were in-
structed to go to their re-
spective homes. Mandir
Hasaud police are looking
into the incident.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the incident took
place at 6 pm on Monday.
Two groups of students

clashed with each other
and there was fierce scuf-
fle from both the sides.
Both of sides lodged the
report at the police station
at 10 pm. However, the rea-
son for the fight is not yet
clear. At the same time, the
university is also investi-
gating in this matter and
an inquiry committee has
been formed.

Apart from
Chhattisgarh, students
from other states also
come to study in Kalinga
University. The university
management has current-
ly refused to say anything
in this matter and is talk-
ing about the investigation
of the matter. The exami-
nation which was sched-
uled to begin in the univer-
sity from Tuesday has
been cancelled.

Governor Uikey pays courtesy
call on the President of India

Raipur, Dec 20:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey paid a
courtesy call on the
President of India
Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi here on
Tuesday.

While interacting with
the President, Governor
inquired about her well-
being and informed her
about various welfare ac-
tivities of the state. She
invited the President to
attend various pro-
grammes as chief guest.
This includes ‘Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations’ to
be organized on January
12 next year marking the
completion of the 75th
year of the establishment
of the state’s prestigious
Government Nagarjuna

Postgraduate College,
Raipur, Convocation of
Amity University Raipur
and the women empower-
ment programme to be
organized by Adivasi
Shiv Sanskriti Samiti,
district-Narmadapuram
from 12 to 18 February
next year. The President
gave her nod to attend the
maximum possible pro-

grammes.
During this, Governor

Uikey also presented a
copy of Raj Bhavan’s
quarterly magazine ‘Ek
Asha’ to President Smt.
Murmu and informed
about the innovative ac-
tivities of the Raj Bhavan
Secretariat. She also pre-
sented a shawl and a me-
mento to the President.

HC directs to carry out
counselling as per old

reservation system

Bilaspur, Dec 20: High
Court Chhattisgarh has
given important decision
related to reservation and
amidst the credit and con-
troversy for higher reser-
vation to certain sections
in the corridors of power,
the High Court (HC) has
directed the Director
Technical Education to
complete the counselling
for B.Pharmacy and
D.Pharmacy as per the old
reservation system.

It is notable here that
the Supreme Court has is-
sued deadline to complete
entry into Pharmacy
College by 31 Dec 2022. In
such conditions if no
counselling is done before
this, then the session will
be declared as zero-year
and admissions can start

only in the next session,
putting future of many
Pharmacy aspirants into
dark.

After the PPHT exam
for admission into B.
Pharmacy and
D.Pharmacy, a notification
was issued by the
Technical Education
Department last on Dec 7
that the counselling will
be done as per the result
and even issued the guide-
lines. But on non-comple-
tion of the counseling, the
troubled students through
an advocate filed a petition
in the High Court demand-
ing counselling at the ear-

liest.
The case was put for

hearing into the bench of
Justice Gautam Bhaduri
and Justice NK
Chandravanshi and dur-
ing hearing it was in-
formed on part of the
Technical Education
Department the same has
been put on hold due to
lack of decision on reser-
vation. On the other hand,
on behalf of the petition-
ers, it was informed that
entire year of the students
will go waste. It was after
hearing from both the
party’s, High Court in its
decision said that if there
is some controversy over
the reservation issue at
government level as per
the rules, then the counsel-
ing be done as per the old
reservation system and
after this decision by HC
thousands of Pharmacy
students took a sigh of
relief.
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University closed after
tension

Informs him about vari-
ous welfare activities of
the state

Invited to attend vari-
ous programmes as a
chief guest

For admissions into B.
Pharmacy and
D.Pharmacy

Raipur, Dec 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has directed that the pro-
posal for the
“Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada Yojana” should
be prepared and present-
ed at the upcoming meet-
ing of the Council of
Ministers. He stated this

scheme will promote tree
plantation on private
land. This statement was
given by him, on the occa-
sion of “Chhattisgarh
Gaurav Diwas” which
was on December 17,
2022. In addition to in-
creasing revenue and em-
ployment opportunities,
this initiative will pro-
mote wood-based indus-
tries by encouraging pri-
vate property owners to
plant trees.

Proposal to be presented in
the next cabinet meeting

Related to
‘Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada Yojana’

Cultural department reorganises
the directorate

Now two separate directorates will work under the
Cultural Department

Raipur, Dec 20: The State Government has declared
that the Directorate of Culture and Archeology operated
under the Department of Culture will now operate as
two separate directorates i.e. Directorate of Archeology
Archives and Museum and Directorate of Culture and
Official Language. An order regarding this has been is-
sued by the Department of Culture situated at
Mantralaya Mahanadi Bhawan.

Administratively, the name and address of the office
have been changed for the well-organized execution cum
operation of the newly constituted Head of Department
offices. According to this, the address of the Directorate
of Archeology Archives and Museum is now Mahant
Ghasidas Memorial Museum Complex Civil Line Raipur
and the address of the office of the Directorate of
Culture and Official Language is Chhattisgarh Housing
Board, Commercial Complex, Second Floor, Sector-27,
Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar.
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CM starts Bhent Mulaquat from Sonakhan village

Raipur, Dec 20: The Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel reached the
Sonakhan village of
Bilaigarh Vidhansabha
during the Bhent Mulaqat
program. He started the
Bhent Mulaqat program
by dedicating flower petals
and garlands to the por-
trait of Chhattisgarh
Mehatari and with the
state song of Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai

Singh Tekam, and Kasdol
MLA Shakuntala Sahu
were also present.

CM inaugurates Shaheed Virnarayan
Singh Eco Tourism Circuit

Bilaigarh, Dec 20: Under
his state-wide Bhent-
Mulaqat campaign, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Sonakhan village
of Bilaigarh assembly con-
stituency in Balodabazar
district, where he inaugu-
rated the eco-tourism cir-
cuit and museum built in
the memory of Martyr
Veer Narayan Singh of
Chhattisgarh today. This
artwork has been shaped
amidst nature in the dense
forests of Kurrupath in
Sonakhan. In this first-of-
its-kind museum of the
state, Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singhji’s biogra-
phy is displayed through
audio-visual setup and a
special metal corten steel.

A special kind of corten
steel has been used to dis-
play the glory of Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh- the
hero who led the rebellion
against the British rule in
the freedom struggle of
1857. It was told that
corten steel is a type of
metal that already has a
layer of rust on it and this
metal does not harm na-

ture. Amidst the greenery
of the Kurrupath moun-
tain, its panoramic beauty
is a sight to behold.

The biography of
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh is engraved on the
tall and beautiful panels
made of corten steel,
which can be seen in day-
light as well as at night.
Amazing setup of lights

make it special and differ-
ent. All the panels are ac-
companied by an audio
setup where one can listen
to narration of the jour-
ney of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh of
Sonakhan, his revolution
and sacrifices. This audio
is available in Hindi,
English and
Chhattisgarhi language.
Tourists can select the lan-
guage of audio as per
their choice. It is notewor-
thy that corten steel has
been used to create arti-
facts under various mega
projects of the country in-
cluding Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor,
Bihar Museum and presti-
gious projects in many
countries. This innova-
tion will give a boost to the
tourism sector and also
generate employment op-
portunities.

CM issues instructions for
use of ‘Gobar paint’ 

Raipur, Dec 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has given in-

structions to compulso-
rily use cow dung paint
for painting the build-
ings of all the govern-
ment departments, cor-
porations and local bod-
ies. Expressing displeas-
ure over the use of
chemical paint by the
construction depart-
ments despite the in-
structions issued earli-
er, Chief Minister has
said that action will be
taken against the offi-
cers found guilty of vio-
lating the aforemen-
tioned instructions.

Chief Minister
Baghel has directed the
Chief Secretary to issue
instructions to all the
departments, corpora-
tions and local bodies to
compulsorily use cow
dung paint for painting

the buildings. Baghel
has said that using the
paint made of cow dung
paint will contribute to-
wards the strengthen-
ing of rural economy
and environmental pro-
tection.

It is worth noting that
the paint mentioned
above is being prepared
from cow dung by
women self-help groups
in Gauthan of Hirapur
Jarwai near Raipur.
Under Godhan Nyaya
Yojana, vermicompost,
supercompost and other
products are being man-
ufactured in Gauthans
using the cow dung pro-
cured at two rupees per
kg. Production of elec-
tricity from cow dung
and manufacturing of
natural paint has been

started recently. Godhan
Nyaya Yojana has given
impetus to the rural
economy and generated
plethora of employment
opportunities in the vil-
lages. The scheme has
also creatred an addi-
tional income source for
the villagers, animal
herders and women
groups. An amount of
Rs 380 crore has been
paid in the last two
years to the beneficiar-
ies of Godhan Nyay
Yojana. With the
amount received from
the scheme, the vil-
lagers have got the
means to meet their
minor needs. And now
with the growing sales
of dung paint, people of
the village be benefitted
furthermore.

CAIT demands early roll out
of E-Commerce Policy &

consumer protection rules
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 19: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State
President, Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram
Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary, Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed the
recent ugly incident of
procuring acid from
Flipkart e commerce
portal and throwing at a
17 years girl in Delhi
three day back has
sparked huge resent-
ment amongst the trad-
ing community of the
country which are now
once again up in arms
against illegal and un-
ethical business prac-
tices of foreign e-com-
merce companies and it
is being strongly de-
manded the Union
Government to immedi-
ately roll out a strong &
tough policy for e-com-
merce. It is deeply re-
gretted that these e tail-
ers are flouting the rules
and policies last many
years but neither the

Central Government
nor any State
Government has taken
any action even after
fully knowing their
business practices be-
cause of which the
traders are loosing con-
fidence on the
Governments and polity.

The Confederation of
All India Traders (
CAIT) has now decided
to take a head on fight
on this critical issue and
has declared to launch a
nationwide campaign
Mumbai demanding the
Central Government to
immediately release
Consumer Protection
Rules for e commerce
and a robust e com-
merce policy with an
empowered Regulatory
Authority like TRAI &
SEBI. CAIT National
Senior Vice  President
Mr. Amar Parwani  &
States Working
President Mr.
Parmanand Jain  in-
formed  said that this
issue is pending with
the Government since
last three years but nei-
ther the rules are en-
forced nor e-commerce
policy is released where-
as Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi is
stressing hard again &
again to provide ease of
doing business but un-
fortunately the officials
have deaf ears and they

are least bothered about
mandate of PM Modi.
The foreign e-commerce
portals are causing huge
GST revenue loss to the
Governments and are
hijacking the businesses
of small traders but who
bothers? These compa-
nies are indulging into
predatory pricing, deep
discounting, loss fund-
ing, exclusivity with
Brand Companies,
owing inventory and
having full control and
all these are strictly pro-
hibited under FDI Retail
Policy but everyone has
become a silent specta-
tor ? Why no one knows
?

Terming  the recent
incident of procuring
Acid from Flipkart por-
tal and throwing on a 17
years girl, as most
heinous   and horrible
crime, Mr. Parwani   &
Mr. Jain said that it is
not the first instance of
obtaining contraband
items from e-commerce
portals but even the raw
material used in making
bombs which were used
for Pulwama bus attack
and large quantity of
Ganja seized by MP
Police last year were
procured from Amazon
but till date no action
has been taken against
Amazon and Flipkart
and these companies are
scot free.

State level committee meeting of Health Department concludes

Raipur, Dec 20: A meet-
ing of the State Level
Committee constituted for
the implementation of the
health grant received
through the 15th Finance
Commission was held
here on Monday at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan under the chair-
manship of Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh
Jain. In the meeting,

under the 15th Finance
Commission, for the finan-
cial year 2023-24, the grant
of Rs 355 crore 74 lakh re-
ceived for state of
Chhattisgarh, was dis-
cussed in detail about the
construction and opera-
tion plan of various infra-

structures of the health
department. In the meet-
ing, the officials of the
health department in-
formed about 55 building-
less health centers will be
constructed with the
amount of health grant re-
ceived from the 15th

Finance Commission.
Health and wellness cen-
ters of primary health
centers in about 1154 vil-
lages of the state will be
upgraded and expenditure
will be made for the opera-
tion of 364 urban health
and wellness centers and

15 polyclinics and for ex-
pansion of various check-
up facilities in community
health centers. In this
meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing, the Secretary of the
Health Department, R.K.
Prasanna, National Health
Mission, Director Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas Sandipan,
CGMSC Managing
Director, Mr. Abhijeet
Singh and other members
of the State Level
Committee (SLC) were
present.

CM launches Conservation Action Report
on Wild Buffaloes in Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2200:: The
Conservation Action Report
(CAR) on Central India’s Wild
Buffalo was launched today
by the Chief Minister Baghel
in the meeting of
Chhattisgarh State Wildlife
Board. Forest Minister,
Mohammad Akbar,

Principal Secretary
(Forest) Manoj Kumar
Pingua;  PCCF & HoFF Sanjay
Shukla; PCCF (WL) P.V.
Narsinga Rao, Wildlife board
members and several senior
forest officials were present
for this occasion. The PCCF
(WL) briefed about the CAR
on Wild buffalo and thanked
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI)
for providing technical sup-
port to the forest department
since the last 17 years. 

While India harbours more
than 80 per cent of the glob-
ally endangered Wild
Buffaloes (Bubalis arnee), a
small sub-population
remains isolated in

Chhattisgarh. Adapted to
hard grounds, as opposed to
their cousins in the wetlands
of Assam, their numbers
have been dwindling, with
less than 50 accounted for in
a baseline survey in 2005.
Over the next 17 years, WTI,
in collaboration with the
Chhattisgarh Forest
Department has been work-
ing on protecting the existing
population alongside taking
measures to restock it. This
CAR details the various
aspect of the project that has
been running for almost two
decades and working

towards conservation goals.
According to Vivek Menon,

Founder and Executive
Director, Wildlife Trust of
India, “WTI entered the state
in 2005, when just seven ani-
mals were left in Udanti
Wildlife Sanctuary, with one
of them being a female. This
meant that the distinct popu-
lation of Central India was in
severe risk of being extirpat-
ed. This report chronicles 15
years of conservation work
with this endangered buffa-
lo. However, the work is yet
far from over. Global atten-
tion as well as central and

state government funding is
required for conserving the
state animal of
Chhattisgarh”.

“The maximum population
at Udanti during the project
period went on to 11 individ-
uals. The state, through its
technical collaboration with
WTI, was also successful in
translocating two individuals
from Manas National Park in
Assam to Barnawapara
Wildlife Sanctuary, for cap-
tive breeding, in 2020”, says
Dr. Rajendra Mishra, Deputy
Director and Project Head of
Central India Wild Buffalo

Recovery Project, WTI.
The report highlights that

the buffaloes in Udanti share
haplotypes with wild individ-
uals from Assam and even
Maharashtra and, therefore
could be used to augment
the wild buffalo population in
Udanti. However, “dwindling
forest habitats, like the one
Udanti –Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve poses a grave threat
to the transfer of wild gene
pool and isolating this small
wild buffalo population.
Through a three-year long
pride campaign, WTI was
able to work on removal of
barriers to conservation
awareness, by reaching out
to about 4000 students,
3000+ villagers and 12 public
service departments. The
CAR highlights how a change
in attitude and awareness
was established using a vari-
ety of tools to reach out to all
section of the society in the
state.

Hilers Theater Club hosts screening
of Hindi web show-’Raipur Days’ 

Raipur, Dec 20: Hilers
Theater Club hosts
screening of Hindi web
show-’Raipur Days’ writ-
ten and directed by
Sourabh Shrivastav and
produced by Tortoise
Motion Pictures.

The show features tal-
ented actors from the
state including Megha
Tiwari, Surabhi
Shrivastava, Kushal
Billaiya, Tushar Babu
Rathore , Arvind

Chandan and Vikrant
Narshih. Along with
these actors the show also
features Mumbai based
renowned Actor
Abhishek Mahendru.
Abhishek is a popular
name in Web and TV
world. This show tells the
story of love and friend-
ship brewing in the city of
Raipur.

Post the screening of
the show the audience
had a very interesting

question and answer ses-
sion with the cast and
crew of the show where
Sourabh told the audi-
ence that he has created
this show to showcase the
urban side of the city. The
show is entirely shot in
Raipur. The six episode
show is currently stream-
ing on leading OTT plat-
form MX Player.

Deepak Soni from
Hilers World confirms
that by continuing the cel-
ebration of independent
spirit Hilers Theatre Club
will be showcasing some
new offbeat yet entertain-
ing films in the months to
come. Deepak will be also
calling industry experts
to give workshops related
to filmmaking.

Compulsorily for paint-
ing in all govt depart-
ments, corporations,
and local bodies

‘Paint manufactured
with cow dung should
be used for painting
govt buildings’

Baghel expresses 
displeasure over the
use of chemical paint
by construction depart-
ments

In case of violation of
the aforementioned
instructions, concerned
officers will be subject-
ed to strict action

State’s first museum
with audio visual setup
inaugurated

Of Bilaigarh VS area

Sonakhan: Chief
Minister Baghel offered
floral tributes at Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh’s
burial place and paid flo-
ral tributes to his life-size
statue. On this occasion,
he welcomed Kunjal
Singh Dewan, Bal
Kunwar Singh, the de-
scendants of Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
with a shawl and
‘Shriphal’.

CM offer floral tributes at Shaheed
Veer Narayan burial place

CM gifts tricycle to
Duleshwar Yadav 

Sonakhan: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gifted a tricycle
to Duleshwar Yadav
during the Bhent
Mulaqat program in
Sonakhan.

Announcement of Rs
5.6 crore for various re-
sources in ‘Eklavya res-
idential complex’ locat-
ed at Sonakhan work-
place of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh.

An amount of Rs 2.5
crore was sanctioned
for rural infrastructure
development in village
Sonakhan.

An amount of Rs.50

lakh was approved for
various construction
works in Arjuni,
Bhusdipali, Mahkoni,
and Mahakam villages
near Sonakhan.

A Swami Atmanand
English medium
school will be opened
in Sonakhan.
A New building will be

constructed for the
high school of Tundra.

Primary Health Center
of Giroudpuri Dham
will be upgraded to a
Community Health
Center.
A Cooperative bank

will be opened in
Sonakhan.
New buildings will be

constructed for the dis-
trict’s health centers.
Announcement of

Veer Narayan Singh

Samuh tap water sup-
ply scheme in 44 re-
gions of the village.
Announcement of

widening, strengthen-
ing, and construction
of a bridge culvert of
Giroudpuri, Rajadeori
to Baya access road.
Announcement of

widening and strength-
ening of Turturia ap-
proach road and con-

struction of a bridge
culvert via Charinda
(Baya) to Bar.
Announcement of

widening and
strengthening of
Sankara approach
road from Saliha to
Kushgarh via
Vijaymal
Sub-divisional office

(SDM office) will be
opened in Giroudpuri

Announcements made by CM

Under 15th Finance
Commission
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Bilaspur, Dec 20:

Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti organizes
many competitions from
time to time and also ex-
tends support to the poor
children for their overall
development. In this series
Meena Samaj Samiti on
the occasion of Azadi ki
Amrit Mahotsav organ-
ized a fine art program
like painting, rangoli and
clay modeling competition
at Government Girls
Primary School in
Hiranagar Sirgitti here
the other day. President of
Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti Dr Niranjan
Sarang said that they work
on education, health and
environment for the uplift-
ment of poor people. “Our
organization is registered
with Chhattisgarhi gov-
ernment. On the occasion
of Azadi ki Amrit
Mahotsav, a competition
on painting, rangoli and

clay modeling was organ-
ized for school children, in
which the kids participat-
ed enthusiastically. The
theme of painting was
Swachh Bharat while the
theme of rangoli was Beti
Bachao. The theme of clay
modeling was Naruva,
Garuva, Ghurwa Bari”, he
told.

The chief guest of this
program was
Shambhudayal Meena and
Chiranji Lal Meena was

the special guest. They
highly appreciated the
program and said that
such competitions must be
conducted by every insti-
tution for the children
studying in villages.
Earlier President of
School Committee
Jagmohan Singh Paikra
welcomed the guests and
appreciated the organizers
for the success of the pro-
gram. All the participants
were distributed refresh-

ments along with prizes by
the Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti. Dignitaries
including former presi-
dent and founder member
of Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti Chimman
Lal Meena, Prabhati Dayal
Vyadwal (father of
Inspector General of
Police Badri Narayan
Meena), CL Meena, Kamal
Singh Meena, Vijender
Singh Meena, Jitendra
Kumar, Chander Lal be-
sides large number mem-
bers of the samiti and
school children were pres-
ent in the program.

Students showcase talents
in different competitions

Organized by Chhattisgarh Meena Samaj Samiti

Winners of different competitions receiving prizes.

Winner of competitions
PPaaiinnttiinngg:: Tania Shrivas
1st, Khushi Yadav 2nd
and Riya Dhruv 3rd
CCllaayy  MMooddeelliinngg:: Kurudip
1st, Renu Dhruv 2nd and
Monika third
RRaannggoollii:: Payal Kewat 1st,
Aradhana 2nd and
Chandni Bhaskar 3rd. 

Dhamtari, Dec 20:

For the residents of
Dhamtari district with 8
lakh population, in order
to provide better health fa-
cilities, a 250 bedded
District Hospital has been
constructed. But failing to
get required and neces-
sary treatment on time,
the people here often faces
annoyance.

It is notable here that
few days back, Health
Minister TS Singh Deo
had come to Dhamtari and
during which the media
persons and social work-
ers informed him that the
District Hospital sans
many facilities for patients
and 30% of those injured
in the road accidents meet
up with death.

In such conditions they
urged the Health Minister
to upgrade the District
Hospital with Trauma
Centre, Digital
Sonography facility,

Cancer Unit and CT Scan
machine. The Health
Department of the state
government, as per in-
structions by Health
Minister had taken these
demands seriously and
work for Trauma Centre is
in progress in the District
Hospital. Along with this a
Rs 3.91 cr CT Scan ma-
chine will be installed and
a total of 16 ultra-modern
machines will also be pur-
chased for this District
Hospital and for which a
new set-up is being pre-
pared. When inspected, it
was found that in the
Paying ward, there is
around 1500 sq. ft area
available. CT Scan ma-
chine and other equip-

ments too have reached
District Hospital. It is
learnt that after trials in
January, the people will
start getting the above fa-
cilities. On the other hand,
health conscious citizens
Aditya Soni, Dinesh
Agrawal and Pritam Sahu
said that CT Scan machine
emits more radiation and
it is good to provide facili-
ties, but the hospital ad-
ministration should take
all measures to ensure
safety and security of pa-
tients admitted and under-
going treatment in the hos-

pital. At the same time, the
employees working in
such areas too should be
provided with laser-proof
jackets and other equip-
ments.
What officer says:

“All precautionary
measures are being taken
for safety from radiation
emitting from CT Scan
machine and the employ-
ees working here will be
provided with laser-proof
special jackets.”

AR Tonder- Civil
Surgeon-District

Hospital.

‘District Hospital to be upgraded soon’
 Work for Trauma 

centre going on, CT
scan machines and 
others already arrived

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  DDeecc  2200:: A seminar
was successfully organized on
the occasion of great saint
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti at Allons
Public School Bemetara. Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal and
parents offered the flowers and
lit the lamp in front of the por-
trait of Gurughasidasji. The
jayanti was celebrated on the
occasion of the birthday of a
great social philanthropist and
the teacher of the Satnam
Panth in the early 19th
Century. He experienced the
evils of the caste system and
gave a social dynamic mantra
to the people for the rejection
of the social inequality by
establishing the Satnam Panth.
He also searched the truth and
equality with white flag of
peace. Dr. Satyajit Hota, the
Principal of the school warmly
welcomed the guests and all
the parents present in the audi-
torium and sent the best wish-
es. According to him parenting
is my responsibility more than
the right or the authority. He
wanted to do parenting with
the parents in the way of

believing in truth, following the
truth, facing the truth, search-
ing the truth and transforming
the same to the progeny. He
advised the students not to be
afraid with fears and to have
patience, courage, conduction
of kindness, forgiveness and
compassion in life. 

According to him believing
in Karmayoga, following the
path of simple life and high
thinking with nonviolence,
share, care, love and smile is
the right way of parenting. He
also told about the effective
parenting tips like taking out
time for children, being a role
model for children, promoting
self-esteem in children, prais-
ing them instead of negative
comments and not comparing
them with other children. He
advised the parents to guide
their children as per their indi-
vidual interests and abilities.
The parents have to realise that
their children are unique so

they have to protect their chil-
dren from the evils and glam-
orous of the modern world. He
also gave the meaning of each
letter of the word “parents”.
According to him P - stands for
the protection to the children
by their parents. 

A - stands for association of
good company to the children.
R - stands for developing
respect to the senior citizens
and to have patriotism. E -
stands for the encouragement
to the children with scientific
expectation as per their poten-
tialities. N - stands for narrat-
ing stories from the Indian
scriptures. 

T - stands for tolerance
development for the crisis peri-
od and S - stands for the spiri-
tual development of the chil-
dren, the essence of the life for
the peace of the universe. He
advised the parents to give
parenting in such a way so that
the children can tell the stories

of their parenting to the next
coming generation.  

During the program, the par-
ents shared the difficulties
which they are facing in the
upbringing of their children in

today’s busy life and the
changing in the behavior of the
children. The Principal told
many ways to solve the prob-
lems of the parents and
inspired them for the impor-

tant duties of the parents. The
parents participated in the quiz
with their interest.

The students Prathamesh
Pandey, Samresh Mohanty and
Gurusevak expressed their
views on the personality of
Gurughasidas. The anchoring
was done by Ms. Shriya and
Mrs. Renuka Kale. 

A vote of thanks was given
by Mrs. Simintini Thakur for
the parents and Mrs. Khushbu
(coordinator) Seema Patel,
Sheetal Vaidya for playing
important roles in making the
program successful.

‘Parenting is my responsibility more than right’
 Seminar held on

occasion of Ghasidas

Jayanti at Allons

Public School

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  DDeecc  2200::  

The farmers of Fingeshwar
Rajim zone have the right to get
water from Sikaser Ganiyari
dams for Rabi crops and doing
politics together is not only the
inaction of the people’s represen-
tatives of the region, but also
indicates corruption. The same
was said by former MLA from
Rajim, Santosh Upadhyay.

Addressing the farmers, who
are running for water these days,
said that instead of wasting their
time and energy making rhetoric
trials among themselves, the
people’s representatives should
make sincere efforts this year for
the farmer brothers. He further

said that due to
sufficient water
availability in the
dams and favor-
able conditions,
the farmers of
Rajim Fingeshwar

region can be given water for
Rabi crops.  Upadhyay has
expressed apprehension that due
to irregularities in the mainte-
nance of the canals of the area,
officials of the Irrigation
Department will not be able to
supply water. He also alleged
that on the pretext of lining work
in the canals, the officials have

been diverting water for the Rabi
crop.  He said that on January 1,
Agriculture and Water Resources
Minister Ravindra Choubey is
coming for the unveiling program
of Pawan Dewan’s statue in
Kirwai, where the demand will be
again made.  Upadhyay also said
that during his legislative tenure,
he continuously gave top priority
to agriculture and farmer’s inter-
est and a policy was made to give
water alternately every year, so
that the farmers used to cooper-
ate in the administrative work
and when their turn came, they
used to produce Rabi crops. 

It is the right of farmers to get water for crops: Upadhyay 
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HC allows woman’s plea for
kidney transplant 

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court has
allowed a woman’s plea for
kidney transplant with her
aunt, a single parent, being
the donor, saying it was satis-
fied that no commercial
transaction was involved in
the organ donation.

The high court said the dif-
ference in the financial con-
dition of the donor and the
recipient, by itself, cannot be
a reason strong enough to es-
tablish a commercial ele-
ment. While disposing of the
petition, the high court said
the recipient, a woman advo-
cate who was also the peti-
tioner, is free to approach
Max Hospital, Saket for con-
ducting the transplant proce-
dure. “The court is satisfied

that there is no commercial
transaction involved in the
donation of the kidney in the
case at hand. Accordingly,
the application filed by the
petitioner before the authori-
sation committee for trans-
plant of the donor’s kidney to
the recipient is allowed....,”
Justice Prathiba M Singh
said. The petitioner ap-
proached the court aggrieved
by the authorities’ conduct in
not processing her applica-
tion for kidney transplant
from the donor, who is her
maternal aunt (mother’s sis-
ter). The woman advocate
said she started experiencing
certain health problems in
March 2021 and, when her
condition started to deterio-
rate in January, 2022, she was
admitted to Max Hospital in
Saket where she was diag-
nosed with chronic kidney
disease stage 5 /end stage
renal disease.

Govt suggested to consider 
conducting TNMC election online
Chennai, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Madras High
Court has suggested to
the State government to
conduct elections to the
Tamil Nadu Medical
Council (TNMC) through
online/ e-voting.

Justice R
Subramanian gave the
suggestion while dispos-
ing two writ petitions
from Dr S Syed Thahir
Hussain of Madurai and
another, today

Earlier in the first
week of this month, the
judge had directed the
government to postpone
the elections to the
Council by three months.

This interim order
passed on December 6
was based on the submis-
sion by Advocate-
General R
Shamugasundaram that
the Tamil Nadu Medical

Registration Act govern-
ing the elections and
other issues will be thor-
oughly revised in three
months.

Recording the submis-
sion, the judge had di-
rected the government to
revisit the 1914 Act with-
in three months and to
conduct the elections
thereafter.

The petitions sought to
quash the notification
dated October 19, 2022,
which notified elections
to the TNMC Election
and prayed for a direc-
tion to the State Chief
Secretary and the Health
Secretary to make provi-
sions for online voting
system. It also sought to
appoint a retired judge of
the High Court as an in-
dependent administrator
to conduct the election
within a timeframe to be
fixed by the Court.

ASI gets water, property tax
notices for Taj Mahal

Agra, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Archaeological
Survey of India has been
asked to pay a water tax of
nearly Rs 2 crore and a
property tax of about Rs 1.5
lakh for the Taj Mahal,
along with a Rs 5-crore
service tax for the Agra
Fort, in an apparent first-of-
its-kind action by local au-
thorities.

The ASI in Agra said the
monuments are exempted
from such taxes, but
Municipal Commissioner
Nikhil Tikaram Funde said
notices have been issued to
several buildings and those
eligible will be given the re-
lief.

The Agra Municipal
Corporation’s notices ask
the ASI to pay a water tax of
Rs 1.94 crore and a property
of Rs 1.47 lakh for the Taj
Mahal, and Rs 1.40 lakh as

property tax for another
monument, the tomb of
Itmad-ud-Daulah.

The notices were issued
for the financial years 2021-
22 and 2022-23, and the ASI
has been asked to pay up
within the next 15 days.

In-addition, the Agra
Cantonment Board has
sent out a notice to the ASI
to recover a service tax of
Rs 5 crore for the Agra Fort,
an official said.

Agra Circle ASI official
protested the action by the
municipality. “The Taj
Mahal, tomb of Itmad-ud-
Daulah and the Agra Fort
are national monuments
that are exempted from
such taxes,” said ASI’s
Agra Circle
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Archeologist Rajkumar
Patel. He said the ASI takes
care of about 4,000 monu-
ments in the country and

has not made any such pay-
ment before.

“It is the first time in my
knowledge, and as per
records, that the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) has received no-
tices of Water Tax from the
Jal Kal Vibhag part of Agra
Municipal Corporation
(AMC) and Property Tax
from the Agra Municipal
Corporation for the nation-
al monuments Taj Mahal
and the tomb of Itmad-ud-
Daulah.”

“We received a water tax
notice of Rs 1.94 crore for
the premises of Taj Mahal
and nearby areas that are
not mentioned clearly, but
it is mainly for the Taj
Mahal premises. Property
tax of Rs 1.47 lakhs for the
East Gate of Taj Mahal and
Rs 1.40 lakh for the tomb of
Itmad-ud-Daulah for prop-
erty tax have been issued.”

Creche at Police Training
College proves helpful

Indore, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The facility of
`Paalnaghar’ (creche) at
the Police Training College
here is proving to be very
useful for its young women
trainees, especially those
who are making a new be-
ginning after the hus-
band’s death.

The `Kilkari’ creche set
up at the `Vatsalya’ hostel
of the college can accom-
modate 20 children at a
time and it is the first of its
kind in Madhya Pradesh,
said a senior official on
Tuesday.

“We noticed that women
who have small children
also come to our training

centre. Due to the lack of
child care facilities, they
face a lot of difficulties
during training and at
times have to even post-
pone training,” Hitika
Vasal, Superintendent of
Police, Police Training
College, told PTI.

Besides toys and televi-
sion for entertainment, the
facility also has a teacher
who can provide pre-school
education to the children.
A family member of
women trainees can also
stay on the creche premis-
es to take care of children,
Vasal said. Priya Yadav
(25), a woman trainee, was
seven months pregnant
when her husband police
constable Dilip Yadav died
in a road accident in Betul
district. She was appointed

as a constable on compas-
sionate grounds, and is
now undergoing training.

Yadav, a native of
Khandwa district, stays on
the college premises with
her daughter. “Physical
training starts early in the
morning and the classes
continue till night. But be-
cause of this creche, I am
getting a lot of help in tak-
ing care of my daughter
and can attend training in
peace,” she said. Inspector
Shailja Bhadoria, a staff
member, said 200 consta-
bles are undergoing train-
ing at present, including
118 women. New recruits
are put through nine
months of rigorous physi-
cal and mental training be-
fore field deployment, she
added.

Ambulance driver boozes,
serves drink to patient 

Jagatsinghpur (Odisha),
Dec 20 (PTI): Drink your
way to health seemed to have
been the motto of an ambu-
lance driver in this tiny
town near the coast, who
stopped his vehicle on the
way to a hospital and offered
his injured passenger a peg,
while pouring himself an-
other. In videos that have
gone viral on social media,
the ambulance driver is
seen making pegs, of what
seems to be an alcoholic bev-
erage, for himself and the
patient, while parking his
vehicle on the side of a high-
way in Tirtol area.

While the driver was seen
gulping his peg down at one
go, the patient, with one leg
plastered, sipped his drink
while lying down on the
stretcher.

The bizarre incident
came to light on Monday
after bystanders took videos
and uploaded those on so-
cial media. When onlookers
confronted the driver, he
claimed that the patient
himself had asked for a
drink. A woman and a child
were also seen in the ambu-
lance.

PTI could not independ-
ently verify the authenticity
of the videos.
Jagatsinghpur Chief
District Medical Officer
(CDMO) Dr Kshetrabasi
Dash told PTI, “Since it was
a private ambulance, we
don’t have much to say. But
the RTO and the police sta-
tion concerned must take
action against the erring
driver.” Angry over the inci-
dent, residents of the area
have demanded a probe into
the incident and strict action
against the ambulance 
driver.

Indian Navy gets 5th 
Scorpene-class submarine Vagir

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Indian Navy on
Tuesday received the fifth
scorpene-class submarine
Vagir ahead of its planned
commissioning next
month, officials said.

The induction of the sub-
marine, built under
Project-75, is set to bolster
the Indian Navy’s combat
capability. India has been
focusing on shoring up its
maritime capability with a
focus on the Indian Ocean
in the backdrop of con-
cerns over China’s growing
forays into the region, con-
sidered the backyard of the
Indian Navy. Project-75 in-
cludes the indigenous con-
struction of six sub-
marines of Scorpene de-
sign.

The submarines are
being constructed at
Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited

(MDL) in Mumbai in col-
laboration with the Naval
Group of France.

“Launched on Nov 12,
2020, Vagir commenced the
sea trials from February 1
and it is a matter of great
pride that she has complet-
ed all major trials includ-
ing the weapon and sensor
trials in the shortest time
in comparison to the earli-
er submarines,” Navy
Spokesperson Commander
Vivek Madhwal said.

Submarine construction
is an intricate activity as
the difficulty is compound-
ed when all equipment are
required to be miniaturised
and are subject to stringent
quality requirements,
he said.

Commander Madhwal
said the construction of
these submarines in an
Indian yard is another step
towards ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’.

PAR PANEL RECOMMENDATION

‘State-of-the-art tech solutions needed
for security at airports’

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

State-of-the-art techno-
logical solutions are need-
ed at all Indian airports to
ensure a foolproof securi-
ty system and there
should be bomb detection
and disposal squads at
more airports, according
to a Parliamentary panel.

Chaired by YSR
Congress member V
Vijayasai Reddy, the panel
presented the report on
the action taken by the
government on the recom-
mendations in its earlier
report on issues related to
security in the civil avia-
tion sector.

The Department-relat-
ed Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

Transport, Tourism and
Culture had earlier rec-
ommended that Bomb
Detection and Disposal
Squad (BDDS) should be
there at more airports.

In its reply, the ministry
informed the committee
that there are regulatory
provisions prescribed by
BCAS for having BDDS at
all airports manned by
CISF.

“In all fresh augmenta-
tion proposals, the provi-
sion for BDDS has been
included. Airports are
also gradually extending
support for BDDS.
However, the recommen-
dations of the Committee
are noted for compli-
ance,” it said.

BCAS is the Bureau of

Civil Aviation Security
and CISF is the Central
Industrial Security Force.

After taking note of the
ministry’s reply, the panel
raised concerns that
BDDS is non-operational
at 44 airports which can
prove to be a major securi-
ty hazard as absence of
BDDS as even one airport
can act as a weak link for
the entire Indian airspace.

In the earlier report, it
had said that only 20 air-
ports had BDDS cover.

“The committee hopes
that the Ministry will take
up this issue with CISF at
the earliest and ensure op-
erationalisation of BDDS
at all the remaining air-
ports,” it said in the re-
port on Tuesday.

Besides, the panel em-
phasised on the need for
state-of-the-art technologi-
cal solutions for security
at all the Indian airports
amid rapidly changing ad-
vancements in technology
and ensure a fullproof se-
curity system.

“The committee notes
the steps being taken by
the Ministry for installa-
tion of CACS (Centralised
Access Control System),
FBS (Full Body Scanner),
RDE (Radiological
Detection Equipment)
and PIDS (Perimeter
Intrusion Detection
System) at various air-
ports and urges the min-
istry to expedite and com-
plete the process at all the
airports,” the report said.

Kashmir reels under 
sub-zero temperatures 

Srinagar, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Cold wave across
Kashmir intensified on
Tuesday as the tempera-
tures fell several degrees
below the freezing point, a
day ahead of ‘Chilla-i-
Kalan’, the 40-day harshest
winter period, officials
said on Tuesday.

The minimum tempera-
ture in Srinagar recorded
last night was minus 3.4
degrees Celsius, while
Gulmarg resort in north
Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict recorded a low of
minus 4.0 degrees Celsius,
they said.

Officials said Pahalgam,
which serves as the base
camp for the annual

Amarnath yatra, recorded
a low of minus 5.4 degrees
Celsius and was the cold-
est recorded place in the
valley.

The mercury in
Kupwara in north
Kashmir settled at a low of
minus 3.9 degrees Celsius
while Qazigund, the gate-
way town to the valley,
recorded minus 3.6 de-
grees Celsius, and
Kokernag recorded a low
of minus 1.8 degrees
Celsius.

The meteorological de-
partment has forecast
colder nights over the next
couple of days as further
fall in the minimum tem-
perature is expected.
There is possibility of
rains or light snowfall in
some parts of Kashmir
around Christmas.

The Chilla-i-Kalan’ is
the 40-day harshest winter
period when a cold wave
grips the region and the
temperature drops consid-
erably leading to the freez-
ing of water bodies, in-
cluding the famous Dal
Lake here as well as the
water supply lines in sev-
eral parts of the valley.

The chances of snowfall
are the most frequent and
maximum during this pe-
riod and most areas, espe-
cially in the higher reach-
es, receive heavy snowfall.

While Chillai-Kalan’ be-
gins on December 21, it
will end on January 30.
The cold wave continues
even after that in Kashmir
with a 20-day-long Chillai-
Khurd’ (small cold) and a
10-day-long Chillai-
Bachha’ (baby cold).

KEEPING WARM

A boy sits near a bonfire to keep himself warm on a cold and foggy winter morning, in
New Delhi, Tuesday.

R-DAY REHEARSAL

Indian Navy contingent rehearses for the upcoming Republic Day parade, at Kartavya Path in New Delhi, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Watery grave  
 Doda: Three mem-

bers of a family were
feared drowned after
their car skidded off
the road and fell into
the Chenab river in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Doda dis-
trict on Tuesday, po-
lice said. The accident
occurred at 5.30 am on
the Batote-Doda-
Kishtwar highway in
Gadsu near Pul Doda,
they said.

Boycott 
 Kohima: Eastern

Nagaland People’s
Organisation
(ENPO) has reaf-
firmed its call to boy-
cott the 2023 assem-
bly elections in the
northeastern state if
the Centre does not
fulfill its demand for
a separate state of
‘Frontier Nagaland’.
The apex tribal body
of the region con-
vened an emergency
central executive
council meeting in
Tuensang on
Monday after the re-
cent visit of a three-
member Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)
fact-finding team to
study the demand.

Suicide
 Bengaluru: A woman

and her two adult but
unmarried children
were found lying dead
in an apartment here
on Monday, police
said. It appeared to be
a suicide pact, the po-
lice said.

Mishap
 Bhopal: Two students

of a school were killed
and 20 others injured,
four of them critically,
on Tuesday when
their pick-up vehicle
collided with a bus in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Rewa district, police
said. The incident oc-
curred near Patiyari
village on the Jawa-
Dabhora road, about
70 km away from the
Rewa district head-
quarters, under the
limits of Panwar po-
lice station, said
Additional Director
General of Police
(ADGP)
Venkateshwar Rao.

Timings
 Chandigarh: Punjab

Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday announced
that all schools in the
state will open at 10
am from December
21 till January 21 due
to foggy weather. The
closing time of the
schools will remain
the same, he said.

Boiler blast
 Chandigarh: Two

workers died in a
boiler blast in a steel
factory in Ludhiana
district’s Doraha city,
police said on
Tuesday. The injured
workers were rushed
to a hospital where
they succumbed, said
police. Four other
workers also sus-
tained injuries in the
blast that took place
in the factor on
Rampur road.

PM Modi and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
after the BJP
Parliamentary party
meeting, in New Delhi,
Tuesday.

Ahead of Chilla-i-Kalan

 For women trainees

Serves peg 
to patient

With donation 
from aunt



U.S. B-52 BOMBER

B-52 bomber, C-17 and South Korean Air Force F-35 fighter jets fly over the Korean Peninsula during a joint air drill in South Korea.
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United Nations, Dec 20 (PTI):

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres said that
the possibility of enlarging
the Security Council is now
“seriously on the table” but
expressed pessimism that the
right of veto would be put
into question.

Guterres made the re-
marks while speaking to re-
porters during his annual
end-of-year conference in
New York on Monday.

He was responding to a
question on UN Security
Council reform to make the
powerful world body more fit
for purpose to deal with
crises such as the Ukraine
war. “The central questions
are related to the composition
of the Security Council and
to the right of veto. Now this

is a matter for member states,
the Secretariat has no influ-
ence in these negotiations,”
Guterres said.

“I think that the during our
General Assembly session in
September, for the first time, I
heard from the United States
and from Russia clearly the
indication that they were in
favour of an enlargement of
the number of permanent
members of the Security
Council,” he said. He added
that there was a proposal

from France and UK some
time ago for some restrictions
in the use of the right of veto.
“But I remain pessimistic
about the possibility of the
right of veto to be seriously
put into question,” he said .

The UN chief added that
reform of the Security
Council needs two-thirds of
the votes of the General
Assembly plus the five posi-
tive votes of the permanent
members of the Security
Council - China, France,
Russia, UK and the US.

“So, I think that there is
now space for a much more
serious discussion in relation
to the Security Council re-
form. I think that the possibil-
ity of enlarging the Security
Council is now seriously on
the table. I’m still not opti-
mistic about the right of

veto,” he said.
Last week, Guterres had

tweeted that “A majority of
@UN member countries now
acknowledge that the
Security Council should be
reformed to reflect today’s
geopolitical realities. I hope
regional groups & countries
can work together to achieve
greater consensus on the way
forward and the modalities of
reform.”

Last week, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar presided over a
signature event in the
Security Council on reformed
multilateralism, asserting
that while the debate on re-
forms has meandered aim-
lessly, the real world in the
meantime has changed dra-
matically and that reform is
the need of the day.

Possibility of enlarging UNSC 
seriously on table: Guterres

Seoul, Dec 20 (AP) 

North Korea threatened
Tuesday to take “bold and
decisive military steps”
against Japan as it
slammed Tokyo’s adoption
of a national security
strategy as an attempt to
turn the country into an
aggressive military power.

The North’s statement
came four days after Japan
announced a security
strategy that reflects its
determination to possess
“counterstrike” capability
and double its military
spending to gain a more of-
fensive footing against
threats from China and
North Korea.

The North’s Foreign
Ministry said in a state-
ment that Japan’s push to
acquire counterstrike ca-
pability has nothing to do
with self-defense but is a
clear attempt to acquire
“pre-emptive attack capa-

bility meant to launch
strikes on other countries’
territories.”

“Japan’s foolish attempt
to satiate its black-hearted
greed — the building up of
its military invasion capa-
bility with the pretext of a
legitimate exercise of self-
defense rights — cannot be
justified and tolerated,” an
unidentified ministry
spokesperson said in a
statement carried by state
media.

The statement accused
the United States of sup-
porting and promoting the
Japanese military ambi-
tions and undermining re-
gional peace. It said such
alleged U.S. moves are
forcing North Korea to
work hard to complete its
plans to develop new
strategic weapons to
thwart enemy attempts to
invade the North.

The statement said
North Korea wants to

make sure it can take
“bold and decisive mili-
tary steps” to protect its
sovereignty and national
interests in the wake of
the complexity of regional
security caused by the
Japanese security strate-
gy.

“Our country will con-
tinue to take actions to
show how much we are
concerned and displeased
with Japan’s unjust,
greedy attempt to realize
its ambitions,” the state-
ment said.

Like in some other
Asian countries, anti-
Japanese sentiments still
run deep in North Korea
because of Japan’s
wartime atrocities. The
Korean Peninsula was
under Japanese colonial
rule from 1910-1945 before
it was split into a capitalis-
tic, U.S.-backed South
Korea and a socialist,
Soviet-supported North

Korea at the end of the
World War II in 1945.

North Korea’s state
media routinely criticize
Japanese colonial wrong-
doing. Its statement
Tuesday also said Japan
inflicted “unmeasurable
misery and pains on
Korean people” during the
colonial rule.

North Korea’s pursuit of
nuclear-tipped missiles is
a major security concern
for Japan as they are capa-
ble of reaching Japan as
well as South Korea and
the mainland U.S. In
October, North Korea fired
an intermediate-range
missile over Japan, forc-
ing Tokyo to issue evacua-
tion alerts and halt trains.

The Japanese strategy
names China as “the
biggest strategic chal-
lenge” before North Korea
and Russia to Japan’s ef-
forts to ensure peace, safe-
ty and stability.

North Korea threatens strong military steps against Japan

London, Dec 20 (PTI):

Britain’s first Indian-
origin Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has defended
the UK’s record on race
amid a brewing row over
controversial remarks by
a columnist attacking
Prince Harry’s wife
Meghan Markle, who is of
African-American her-
itage.

Sunak was addressing
questions posed by re-
porters during a visit to
the Latvian capital of Riga
on Monday when he spoke
out against racism and
highlighted his own her-
itage as carrying some
weight on the subject.

“I absolutely don’t be-
lieve that Britain is a
racist country. And I’d
hope that as our nation’s

first British Asian Prime
Minister when I say that
it carries some weight,”
he told reporters.

“You know, I’m really
proud of our country, its
culture, its resilience, its

beauty. And actually, it’s
an enormous privilege to
champion Britain and in-
deed, its institutions like
the monarchy when I’m
out and about on the
world stage as I am here

today,” said the UK-born
politician, who has his
family roots in Punjab.

Sunak was reacting to
an ongoing row over for-
mer television presenter
and columnist Jeremy
Clarkson writing in The
Sun’ about loathing
Meghan Markle, the
Duchess of Sussex, “on a
cellular level”, in the
wake of the controversial
Harry and Meghan’ docu-
mentary being aired on
Netflix recently.

Clarkson’s column re-
ceived over 6,000 com-
plaints to the
Independent Press
Standards Organisation
(IPSO), resulting in an
apology from the writer
and the newspaper re-
moving the column from
its website.

Absolutely don’t believe Britain
a racist country: Rishi Sunak

Karachi, Dec 20 (PTI):

At least 13 people were
injured on Monday after
an explosion in a market
in Khuzdar district of
Pakistan’s restive
Balochistan province.

A senior police official
said the explosives were
attached to a motorcycle

parked in the market and
were detonated by remote
control. “Since it was
night time there were
fewer people around and
most shops were closed so
there were no casualties,”
a police official said. “The
police have reached the
area and cordoned it off,”
the official added.

13 injured in explosion in market in
Pakistan’s Balochistan province

Karachi, Dec 20 (PTI):

At least 12 people were
killed and dozens injured
in a huge fire which broke
out when a gas cylinder
exploded in Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan
province, media reports
said on Tuesday.

The cylinder exploded
while being refilled at a
filling shop in the Lasbela
district of the southwest-
ern province on Monday,

the Dawn newspaper said.
The flames engulfed

other gas cylinders in the
shop and spread to other
shops, destroying at least
four of them and around
two dozen motorbikes
parked in the vicinity, the
paper added.

Two people were killed
on the spot while 10 others
succumbed to injuries
during the treatment at a
hospital, Geo News report-
ed, quoting the police.

12 killed, dozens injured in fire
in Pakistan’s Balochistan

Seoul, Dec 20 (AP):

The powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un on Tuesday dis-
missed as “malicious dis-
paraging” and “dog bark-
ing” the outside assess-
ments that cast doubt on its
developmental spy satellite
and other military capabili-
ties.

North Korea earlier
claimed its rocket launches
Sunday were tests of its
first military reconnais-
sance satellite and on
Monday its state media re-
leased two low-resolution
photos of South Korean
cities as viewed from
space. Some civilian ex-
perts in South Korea and
elsewhere said the photos
were too crude for a sur-
veillance purpose and that
the launches were likely a
cover for North Korea’s
missile technology. South
Korea’s military main-
tained North Korea fired
two medium-range ballis-

tic missiles.
“Didn’t they think their

assessments are too inap-
propriate and careless as
they commented on our
satellite development capa-
bility and related prepara-
tions only with two photos
that we’ve published in our
newspaper” Kim Yo Jong, a
senior Workers’ Party offi-
cial, said in a statement car-
ried in state media. She
called South Korean ex-
perts’ comments on the
satellite photos “nonsensi-
cal,” “malicious disparag-
ing” and “dog barking.”

Kim Yo Jong said the test
satellite launched carried a

commercial camera be-
cause there was no reason
to use an expensive, high-
resolution camera for a one-
time test. She said North
Korea used two outdated
missiles as space launch ve-
hicles one for a test of track-
ing and receiving signals
and the other for taking
satellite photos and other
tests. “If we want to develop
an intercontinental ballistic
missile, we just fire it. We
don’t use a satellite to carry
out a disguised test of a
long-range missile test as
South Korean puppets
claim to sway public opin-
ions,” Kim Yo Jong said.

Kim’s sister says doubt on spy
satellite are ‘dog barking’

Beijing, Dec 20 (AP):

China says Chinese-
Russian naval drills begin-
ning Wednesday aim to
“further deepen” coopera-
tion between the sides
whose unofficial anti-
Western alliance has
gained strength since
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

The drills will be held
off the coast of Zhejiang
province south of
Shanghai through next
Tuesday, according to a
brief notice posted
Monday by China’s
Eastern Theater
Command under the rul-
ing Communist Party’s
military wing, the People’s
Liberation Army.

“This joint exercise is
directed at demonstrating
the determination and ca-
pability of the two sides to
jointly respond to mar-
itime security threats ...

and further deepen the
China-Russia comprehen-
sive new-era strategic
partnership of coordina-
tion,” the notice said.

The Russian Defense
Ministry said the Varyag
missile cruiser, the
Marshal Shaposhnikov de-
stroyer and two corvettes
of Russia’s Pacific Fleet
would take part in the ma-
neuvers. The ministry
said the Chinese navy
planned to deploy several
surface warships and a
submarine for the exer-
cise, and that aircraft from
the sides would also take
part. The Chinese side
gave no immediate word
on what units would be
taking part. Setting aside
decades of mutual dis-
trust, China and Russia
have stepped up such drills
as part of their aligning of
foreign policies to oppose
the U.S.-led liberal Western
political order. China has re-

fused to criticize Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine at the
United Nations, or even to
refer to it as such, has con-
demned Western sanctions
against Moscow and has ac-
cused Washington and
NATO of provoking
Vladimir Putin into taking
action. China declared a “no
limits” friendship with
Russia just weeks before the
invasion and remains a
major customer for Russian
oil and gas bought at a
heavy discount, although it
is not known to have sold
military hardware to
Moscow.

In November, Tu-95
bombers of the Russian air
force and Chinese H-6K
bombers flew joint patrols
over the Sea of Japan and
the East China Sea. As part
of the drills, the Russian
bombers landed in China
for the first time, and the
Chinese bombers flew to an
air base in Russia.

China-Russia navy drills 
to ‘further deepen’ partnership

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak talks with NATO Troops
at the Tapa Military base, in Tapa, Estonia.

B uy Now, Pay Later
(BNPL) services have

dramatically changed the
landscape of personal lending,
largely by being easy to access
and not charging interest thus
avoiding national credit
laws.In the 2021-22 financial
year, according to data from
the Reserve Bank of
Australia, the number of ac-
tive BNPL accounts in
Australia rose from 5 million
to 7 million. Collectively, these
users spent Australian dollars
16 billion, about 37% more
than the previous years (and
about 2% of all card purchas-
es). With the federal govern-
ment now considering options
to better regulate the industry,
we've been researching how
this largely unregulated but
growing corner of the debt

market is affecting BNPL's
biggest users young adults.
Our annual survey of people
aged 18-24, the Australian
Youth Barometer conducted
in August, indicates 27% of
young people used BNPL in
the past 12 months. BNPL's
popularity as a credit product
is only surpassed by credit
cards, used by 31% of young
Australians in the past year.

About the Australian Youth
Barometer

This is the second year of
the Australian Youth
Barometer, a nationally repre-
sentative survey sample of 505
Australians aged 18-24. In 2021
we asked young people if they
had ever used a BNPL service.
This year, we asked about
BNPL use over the previous
year. In the 2021 Australian
Youth Barometer 53% of par-
ticipants said they had ever
used a BNPL service. That re-
sult was broadly consistent
with research from the
Australian Finance Industry
Association. In March 2021,
AFIA's surveys found 44% of
those aged 18-24, and 52% of
those aged 25-35, had used
BNPL. By March 2022 those
percentages rose to 55% and
58%, respectively.

Financial difficulties are
widespread

Our 2022 survey reports that
90% of young Australians ex-
perienced financial difficul-
ties at some point during the
past year. About a quarter said
this happened often or very
often. In our 2021 survey, 82%
said they had experienced fi-
nancial difficulties during the
previous two years. Financial
stress is correlated with BNPL
use. Our 2022 survey data indi-
cates 30% of those very often
in financial difficulties over
the previous year used BNPL
services, compared with just
8% of those who had never ex-
perienced financial difficulty.

But the relationship is not
clear-cut, with BNPL use
being most prevalent among
those who experience finan-
cial difficulties only some-
times.

Attitudes to BNPL
Generalisations about

young people being "hooked"
on BNPL credit are therefore
inaccurate. As in any demo-
graphic, attitudes vary. Our
2021 survey results indicate
about half are wary of BNPL
services, agreeing they have a
negative effect on young peo-
ple's financial behaviour.

But as incomes fail to keep
up with the cost of living par-
ticularly for energy and hous-
ing the high use of BNPL

should ring regulatory alarm
bells.

The Treasury's consultation
paper on regulating the BNPL
industry notes the need to sub-
ject BNPL companies to the
same type of responsible lend-
ing standards and require-
ments imposed on credit
providers through Australia's
National Consumer Credit
Protection Act.

BNPL products are not sub-
ject to these credit laws be-
cause they don't charge inter-
est, which is key to the act's
definition of credit provision.
As the Treasury paper notes:

This unintended regulatory
gap creates the potential for
consumer harm due to the ab-
sence of key protections avail-
able to other products regulat-
ed by the Credit Act.

Closing this gap is impor-
tant to increase protections
for young people and BNPL
users.

But just as important is to
address the underlying causes
of financial insecurity that
push people into debt in the
first place.

(Professor Monash
University, Beatriz Gallo
Cordoba: Research Fellow
Monash University & Blake
Cutler: Researcher at
Monash University.)
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Football legend
The chief architect of the
victory was Messi who has
carved a niche for himself
in the annals of football leg-
ends such as Pele and
Maradona. It was also a con-
test between 35-year-old
Messi and young star
Mbappe of France. Messi’s
inspiring spirit to win, com-
bined with his stamina, de-
fied the age barrier by
demonstrating an incredi-
ble performance for his
country and millions of
fans the world over. He can
now retire in glory and con-
tinue to motivate the new
generation of players
throughout the world.

Gurpreet Singh

Messi’s done it
At the age of 11, Messi was
diagnosed with hormone
deficiency and he was
shorter than children his
age. He was told that he
could never become a foot-
baller. Today, we take his
name in the same breath as
the greatest footballers, Pele
and Maradona. What an in-
spiring story! This was in-
deed football’s greatest
World Cup final match,
with the magic of both
Messi and Mbappe on full
display. But it seemed that
even God wanted to help
Messi have a dream end to
his great career.

Bal Govind, Noida

Equal share 
The long-awaited and
much-talked-about election
results of Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh along
with the MCD are out. It is
very interesting to note that
all three major political par-
ties, namely BJP, INC and
AAP, equally shared the
success of the election re-
sults. It was BJP in Gujarat,
Congress in Himachal
Pradesh and AAP in Delhi
MCD. So, a very clear mes-
sage to all political parties
is not to take the choice of
the electorates for guaran-
teed. Also Read - For India it
is continuity with progress
in the year ahead BJP's loss
in Himachal Pradesh is a
pointer in this direction.
There seemed to be no more
MODI wave or factor. It is
only the development factor
which mattered as evi-
denced by the poll results of
Himachal Pradesh and
MCD poll results.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
by mail
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Migrant workers, residing in temporary shelters near the Maripat Station, amid dense fog during a cold winter morning, in
Gautam Buddha Nagar district, Tuesday, Dec. 20.

AMID DENSE FOG 

II f judges and journalists hesitate in their duty to take the side of
truth and speak the truth to the powers that be, then democracy

will collapse. This word of caution has come from eminent jurist and
retired Justice BN Shrikrishna while he was speaking at an event at
the Mumbai Press Club on Saturday. According to him, there are two
professions – that of judges and that of journalists – in which people
have to side with the truth. And, his conviction is that if they falter,
then democracy will collapse. It is exactly in the interest of uphold-
ing democracy that people engaged in these two professions should
speak the truth to the powers that be. Though a lot has been dis-
cussed in the past century or so about democracy and about how to
ensure that democracy remains healthy, vibrant and thriving, the
eminent jurist said that the media has a more crucial role to play,
especially in the event that the first three "cosy up". In the words of
the jurist, if the first three of the four pillars of democracy — judici-
ary, legislature, executive and the press – "cosy up", then it is the
duty of the press to take them to task. This is a very significant state-
ment, especially at a time when the credibility of the press – media,
to be more specific in contemporary time – itself is under scrutiny
across the globe. In India, too, the media has come under the scan-
ner, with certain people passing disturbingly ugly comments against
a section of the media. The jurist's observations have also come at a
time when the media in India has been accused by some of playing a
disproportionate role in shaping public perceptions of politics, elec-
toral outcomes and the way power is being exercised. There are also
allegations that while a section of media personalities are seen to
increasingly rub shoulders with top-level politicians, industrialists
and corporate lobbyists, there are also allegations of a section of the
media becoming 'lap-dogs' of politicians. In this context, it is also
pertinent to mention that the latest Freedom of Press Index released
by the Reporters Without Borders has shown that India had sunk
eight points, from 142 (2021) to 150th position this year. What is even
more disturbing is that India, according to the Freedom of Press
Index, is considered as a very dangerous place for journalists with
three-four being killed each year.

TTaalliiaa  DDaann--CCoohheenn  aanndd  CCaarrll  CCrraavveerr

AA re you sure astrology isn't a science? Both astrology and astron-
omy are in the business of making predictions. The theories of

astrology claim that the positions of the planets and the stars influence
who you are and what happens to you: your job, your personality and
your romantic partner. Astrologers make these predictions based on
the positions of the planets at the time of your birth. Astronomy, in
contrast, makes predictions about such phenomena as the movements
of planets and the expansion of galaxies. Astronomers explain their
predictions with such properties as masses, distances and gravitation-
al forces. As a philosopher and an anthropologist who study what sci-
ence means to society, we think it is important to separate the ques-
tion of whether something is a science from the question of whether it
is true or false. Science, in essence, involves making and testing fac-
tual claims about the world. Factual claims are true or false descrip-
tions of the world (Joe is 1 metre tall) as opposed to descriptions of
how we define things (1 metre is 1,000 milimetres). In this sense,
astrologers, like astronomers, make factual claims about the world. To
us, that makes astrology sound a lot like a set of scientific beliefs. For
a very long time, until the 17th or 18th century, astronomy and astrol-
ogy were practised side by side. After all, knowing where the planets
were relative to the stars was necessary to make accurate predictions
about how their locations influenced human affairs. That's why
astronomers and astrologers populated medical schools and govern-
ments, advising people on what the heavens signalled was to come on
Earth. Even famed astronomers Galileo and Kepler practised astrology.
Any rule that says they are scientists only if they make one set of fac-
tual claims but not when they make another set of factual claims
divides these thinkers into two halves that aren't meant to be contra-
dictory. In both cases, they wanted to know how things worked so they
could predict how things would go in the future. But here's the rub:
When researchers test the predictions astrology makes about people's
lives, those predictions turn out to be no better than guesswork.There
is currently no broadly accepted evidence that galactic forces are
capable of influencing the choices people make. The truck parked on
the street exerts more gravitational pull on you than Mars does, and
the radio waves from your local station far outpower those from
Jupiter, for instance. There is an important difference between being
false and being unscientific. Currently, astrological theories are false
precisely because they make scientific claims about the world, and
those claims turn out to be wrong. Although the predictions astrology
makes are false, they are nonetheless a matter of science. That's how
we know they are wrong, after all. Some people believe they find sup-
port for astrological predictions in their own personal experience. They
read their horoscope and it seems just right: They did "meet someone
interesting" or "benefit from listening to a close friend's advice." But
the predictions are vague enough that they would often be true even if
astrology were utterly bogus. That's why it can be difficult to figure out
how to assess an astrologer's predictions with precision. Theories of
astronomy, on the other hand, have evolved over the years with
advances in technology. They are routinely corrected in response to
increasingly precise measurements. For example, Einstein's theory of
general relativity got a boost over Newton's because it predicted the
precise migration of Mercury's closest point to the Sun year after year.
If astrology had the same ability to make correct predictions with such
precision, it might still be a major focus of scientific attention. But then
why do so many people find astrology so useful if its predictions are
not well founded? Why are astrological signs and horoscopes so popu-
lar? It seems that looking to the sky to make some sense of what's
going on right now and what's going to happen in the future has
appealed to a lot of different people at different times in history all
over the world. When it comes to what's commonly known as Western
astrology, many people find their astrological sign to be a source of
meaning in their lives. In fact, nearly 30 per cent of Americans believe
in astrology.It's one of many tools we have for telling stories about our-
selves to make sense of who we are, why we are that way and why
experiences that otherwise would feel meaningless and confusing
seem to happen to us all the time. In this sense, astrology's success
might be less about prediction and more about what it offers in terms
of meaning and interpretation. Among other things, astrology can be a
useful prompt for self-reflection. It asks us whether we have traits typ-
ical of our astrological sign, and whether those we love have traits the
theory suggests they ought to have. Thinking about our traits and rela-
tionships with the people around us is generally a good tool for under-
standing who we are, what we want to be and the meaning of our lives.
Perhaps astrology is helpful in this way, independently of whether
those traits are fixed by the stars.

Why is astronomy a science
but astrology is not?

Of judges, journalists 
and democracy 

90% of young people had
financial troubles in 2022

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Though politicians have for
long tried to reproduce the
people they represent in the
clothes they wear, Our PM
Narendra Modi has too man-
aged to create an everlasting
image with his kurtas. His
sartorial taste is not some-
thing he acquired suddenly as
the chief minister or the
prime minister. He is a total
style icon and has an individ-
ual style of his own.

He believes in the Gujarati
proverb that says a man’s
worth is determined by what
he wears. He dresses differ-
ently when in India and when
travelling abroad. Modi’s love
for khadi is not new. It is re-
ported that “When he was the
Gujarat chief minister, he
used to visit khadi outlets in
Ahmedabad or Gandhinagar
every year in October to buy
the fabric and apparels for
himself. He was always fol-
lowed by his cabinet col-
leagues and top officials.”
Modi's usual attire is a kurta
and vest, and his unusual
half-sleeve kurta is known as
the Modi Kurta. The prime
minister's clothes are made of
silk or cotton, are crisply
ironed and are handmade in
Gujarat. Modi’s ‘Kurta-
Jacket’ combo has now be-
come the latest craze among
youngsters with around 1500
pieces being sold daily in
khadi outlets. It was
Jawaharlal Nehru who used
to wear these jackets and per-

haps Modi made it more fa-
mous. According to the
Managing director of
JadeBlue Lifestyle India Ltd,
Modiji has popularised it and
taken it to the masses.
Nehruji used to largely wear
white and off-white jackets.
He never wore colours. Modiji
brought in colours and a new
design. It has become a style
statement even among corpo-
rates. This Nehru coat or jack-
et is named after the India’s
first Prime Minister ‘Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, who used
to wear Western style Achkan
in his routine. During the 10th
century the jacket was not ac-

tually a jacket but a short
shirt worn over a longer
kurta and under a certain
kind of coat, only worn by
men. The basic structure of
the Nehru jacket, however,
has remained the same
throughout time.

Modi's wardrobe has
gained a huge amount of at-
tention. Though Modi is a big
fan of brand names his outfits
tend to reflect a connection to
his roots. He is very particu-
lar about his look and has
"shunned the shabby and
crumpled kurtas and
dhotis/pyjamas — the staple
political costume of the tradi-

tional Indian politician.
There are a number of outlets
across the country where
Modi-wear is being sold. In
Ahmedabad, a shop sells jack-
ets and kurtas reportedly
manufactured with ‘Modi’s
blessings’. According to The
New York Times, known for
his attire, Modi is inspired
what is known as the Modi
Kurta, "a revisionist version
of the classic Indian tunic
shirt with half-length
sleeves."  In the recent few
years the Modi Kurta has be-
come famous world over.
Fashion experts also endorse
the fact that Modi jacket has

darts at the pockets that give a
slimming effect to Modi.

The Modi Kurta has a leg-
endary following among peo-
ple but this widely acclaimed
‘style statement’ that it has be-
come very simple origins. On
the origins of the ‘Modi
Kurta’ Modi says “My work
with the RSS and BJP not
only meant excessive travel-
ling, but also uncertain and
punishing schedules. And, as
someone who always washed
his own clothes, I realized that
washing a full sleeved Kurta
was tougher and more time
consuming so I decided to cut
his Kurtas into half sleeved
ones.” Thus the Modi Kurta
was born! It is clear that apart
from being a dynamic leader,
he has with his stunning
styling sense has shown that
with big powers do come big
responsibilities and it even re-
spect to his style. In fact, his
fondness for bright colours
and well-cut jackets reflect a
distinct sartorial taste. It’s in-
teresting to know why the
world is convinced that Modi
is the new style icon of India.
During his years as an emerg-
ing leader he used to cut the
sleeves of the kurtas short to
serve the dual purpose: he
had to wash little and the kur-
tas occupied less space in his
bag. Don’t we think, Modi’s
whose appearance began to
display signs of finesse about
a decade back, clearly  recog-
nizes the role of dressing in
creating a personality cult all
over world ?

PM Modi becomes a Style Icon with Kurta-Jacket 
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BRIEF

Fertiliser supply 

New Delhi: The avail-
ability of Di-ammoni-
um Phosphate (DAP)
fertiliser has re-
mained comfortable
in the country,
Minister of State for
Chemicals and
Fertilisers
Bhagwanth Khuba
said in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.
Against the require-
ment of 55.38 lakh
tonne for the ongoing
rabi (winter) season of
the 2022-23 crop year
(July-June), the avail-
ability was 47.88 lakh
tonne till December
14, he said in his writ-
ten reply to the Upper
House.

Toxic waste
New Delhi: The
Chemicals and
Fertiliser Ministry
has forwarded the
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment's proposal on
disposal of chemical
waste lying at the erst-
while Union Carbide
site in Bhopal to the
Environment
Ministry, Parliament
was informed on
Tuesday. In a written
reply to the Rajya
Sabha, Minister of
State for Chemicals
and Fertiliser
Bagwanth Khuba said
as per Union Cabinet's
decision in 2010, the
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment is responsi-
ble for undertaking
disposal of chemical
waste from the Union
Carbide site in
Bhopal.

Foreign companies

New Delhi: As many
as 3,291 foreign com-
panies were active out
of the 5,068 overseas
companies that had
registered their place
of business in India
till September this
year, according to the
government. Minister
of State for Corporate
Affairs Rao Inderjit
Singh on Monday said
that information
about 'ceasing of oper-
ations' is not main-
tained by the corpo-
rate affairs ministry.

IPO to open 
New Delhi: Radiant
Cash Management
Services on Tuesday
said it has fixed a
price band of Rs 94 to
Rs 99 a share for its Rs
388-crore initial public
offering. The initial
share-sale will open
for public subscrip-
tion during December
23-27, the company
said in a statement.
The IPO comprises
fresh issue of shares
worth up to Rs 60
crore and an offer for
sale (OFS) of
33,125,000 shares by
promoter David
Devasahayam and pri-
vate equity firm
Ascent Capital
Advisors India. In
2015, Ascent Capital
had acquired 37.2 per
cent stake in the com-
pany. Based on the
upper band of the
share price, the IPO is
expected to fetch Rs
388 crore.

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

Taking a dig at undue
delay in clearance of
Surety Bond Insurance
product at the regulators'
end, Union road transport
minister Nitin Gadkari on
Monday said they should
not take years to approve a
small innovative scheme.
Talking about his person-
al experience with regard
to getting approval for a
surety bond insurance for
infrastructure sector, he
said, the IRDAI took three
years to clear the product
even after a lot of persua-
sion from the ministry.

The minister on
Monday launched the
country's first-ever surety
bond insurance product
for the infrastructure sec-
tor, which has been devel-
oped by Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance. Surety
Bond Insurance will act as
a security arrangement
for infrastructure projects

and will insulate the con-
tractor as well as the prin-
cipal (contract awarding
authority) from any loss.
"Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) took three years
to do (a) detail study of
surety bond proposal.
After three years, the

regulator gave NOC (no-
objection certificate). I
must thank efficiency of
the regulator who
cleared it in 3-3.5 years,"
he said while launching
the product here. The in-
cumbent chairman
Debasish Panda is good,
dynamic and efficient
person, he said.

Regulators should be 
nimble-footed, they should take

decision fast: Gadkari

HDFC hikes 

lending rate by 35 bps

to 8.65 pc

Mumbai, Dec 20:
Mortgage leader HDFC on
Monday announced a 35
basis points increase in its
retail prime lending rate
and now the minimum rate
will be 8.65 per cent. The re-
vised rates would be effec-
tive from Tuesday. The re-
tail prime lending rate on
housing loans, on which
the adjustable rate home
loans are benchmarked,
has been increased by 35
basis points to 8.65 per cent
onwards, effective
December 20, the bank said
in a regulatory filing.
HDFC has cumulatively in-
creased its lending by 225
bps since May. The repo
rate currently stands at 6.25
per cent, the same as the
pre-pandemic level. HDFC
said the new rate of 8.65 per
cent will be available only
for those borrowers with a
credit score of 800 and
above. This is the lowest
rate in the industry, it
added. The lowest lending
rate of SBI, which leads the
market in home loan AUM
with over Rs 6 lakh crore, is
8.75 per cent for those with
a credit score of 750-plus.

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

In a series of orders is-
sued against individual es-
tablishments in December
2022, the Bombay High
Court has restrained the
use of copyright-protected
sound recordings of
P h o n o g r a p h i c
Performance Ltd. (PPL)
without license by hun-
dreds of popular commer-
cial establishments like
Hotels, Resorts, Lounges,
Pubs, Clubs, Bars etc. such
as Xeco Media LLP
(Discover Resorts), Digi1
Electronics, The Bar Stock
Exchange, Snow World
Entertainment, Adyar
Gate Hotels, Byke
Hospitality, Siddhivinayak
Hospitality, FML
Hospitality, Sai Silks
(Kalamandir), Ambuja
Neotia Holdings, GRT

Hotels and Resorts and
their outlets across the
country. The recent court
orders assume great signif-
icance, as the order applies
to all usage of music in-
cluding ones being played
in public places on New
Year’s Eve, Christmas, and
any other events or in the
background throughout
the year. The eighty-year-
old establishment  PPL
India is a     music licensing
company that control/
owns on ground perform-
ance rights of more than
350 music labels control-
ling over 4 million domes-
tic and international
sound recordings in sever-
al languages like Hindi,
English, Punjabi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada,
Haryanvi, Bhojpuri, etc. It
controls rights for on
ground usage of recorded

songs of some of the
biggest record labels, such
as Aditya Music, Ananda
Audio, Divo, Diljit
Dosanjh, Lahari Music,
Saregama, Sony Music,
Sonotek, T-Series, Times
Music, Universal Music,
Warner Music, and many
more. The commercial es-
tablishments are required
to obtain two types of li-
censes, one for playing
Copyrighted songs in back-
ground in the premises
throughout the year and
another for events like
New Year, Christmas,
Valentine’s Day, Holi or
corporate events etc. help-
ing people to celebrate fea-
tured usage of music.

G.B Aayeer, MD & CEO
of PPL India said that
“The music copyrights are
very expensive world over
where the investments by

music companies run into
several billions and tril-
lions to make and acquire
music. The license fee that
PPL seeks from the estab-
lishments who are using
its music is very nominal
and are based on ratio-
nalised / published tariffs.
Even though in India,
music plays an essential
part on every occasion,
many people have a mind-
set of not paying for its
usage resulting in     huge
loss not only for the right-
ful owners, but also for the
entire     creative communi-
ty. While PPL earnestly
thanks     all the establish-
ments who have come for-
ward and procured licens-
es     in advance, it has no
other alternative but to
seek relief from courts
against the adamant in-
fringers.”

Bombay High Court comes down heavily on Copyright
Infringers playing PPL music without a license

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

Shakti Pumps (India)
Limited, a pioneer in the
manufacturing and export
of energy-efficient pumps
and motors, won the
Excellence Engineering
Export Award. Engineering
Export Promotion
Counselling India (EEPC
INDIA) presented the hon-
our. This award was given
out at the 37th Western
Region Awards ceremony
at the Hotel Four Seasons in
Mumbai by EEPC India, a
division of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry of
the Government of India.

In a formal event,
Anupriya Patel, the Union
Minister of State for
Commerce & Industry, gave
the award to Ramesh
Patidar, Director - Exports

at Shakti Pumps (India)
Limited. Shakti Pumps re-
ceived the honour of being
the star performer in the
product group for the
2018–19 financial year. The
award was given in the cat-
egory of Large Enterprise
for Pumps, Compressor,
Hydraulic, and Pneumatic
Power Engine and their

parts. Apart from getting
the Best Industrialist
award, Shakti Pumps has
received many other
awards. Mr. Dinesh
Patidar, Chairman and
Managing Director, Shakti
Pumps, dedicates this
award to the entire work-
force and people associat-
ed with Shakti Pumps.

Shakti Pumps received Excellence
Engineering Export Award

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

The regulatory burden
is the highest on small
cars, a key segment of the
Indian automobile indus-
try and having a uniform
tax structure across all
segments of vehicles will
not augur well for the sec-
tor growth, according to
Maruti Suzuki India
Chairman RC Bhargava.
He also said India's eco-
nomic growth rate could
be higher if the manufac-
turing sector grows fast,
which 'unfortunately' has
remained a laggard de-
spite the best efforts of the
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment at the Centre due
to implementation gaps at
the ground level. "The bur-

den of regulatory changes
on the small cars is far
higher than the regulatory
burden on big cars and
that is changing the whole
market behaviour. People
who are buying small cars
are not buying small cars
in near the same numbers.
Personally, I think it's not a
good thing, either for the

car industry or the coun-
try," Bhargava said in an
interaction on Monday
evening. For the healthy
growth of the automobile
industry, there must be a
steady increase in the
number of new customers
in the car parc.

The base of ownership
of cars must be increasing
every year. Only then
when the whole pyramid
becomes a larger one,
which is able to balance it-
self, he added. "I don't see
that as becoming an in-
verted pyramid and the
car industry becomes an
industry where in India
there is hardly any growth
in the small segment and
all the growth takes place
in the higher segments.

Uniform tax on small, big 
cars will not augur well for auto

industry growth: Bhargava

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

Nearly 1.15 crore
Indians who had never be-
fore taken a flight were
able to experience air trav-
el via the government's
ambitious UDAN scheme,
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia informed
Parliament. Replying to
queries during Question
Hour in the Rajya Sabha,
Scindia said UDAN is an
ambitious scheme of the
government of India,
under which during the
last six years -- since its in-
ception in 2016 -- nearly
1.15 crore people who had
never travelled in an aero-
plane were able to under-
take that journey. He fur-
ther shared that 11 airlines

are currently part of
UDAN, out of which three
are startups, whereas 70
new airports have been es-
tablished. "Apart from
these we are going to es-
tablish 68 new airports by
the end of 2024 towards di-
versification of civil avia-
tion sector," said the minis-
ter. The ministry of civil
aviation has launched the
Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) -- UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) on October 21,
2016 with an aim to stimu-
late regional air connectiv-
ity and making air travel
affordable to the masses.
"As on November 30, 2022,
after four rounds of bid-
ding under UDAN, 453
routes have commenced,
operationalising 70 air-

ports, including 2 water
aerodrome and 9 heliports.
More than 2.15 lakh UDAN
flights have operated and
over 1.1 crore passengers
have availed the benefits
in UDAN flights so far. The
scheme has been able to
provide air connectivity to
Tier-2 & Tier-3 cities at af-
fordable airfares and has

transformed the way peo-
ple travel," the minister
said in the reply. The
UDAN scheme is applica-
ble for a period of 10 years
from the date of its notifi-
cation. "The government
has set a target to opera-
tionalise 1,000 UDAN
routes during the curren-
cy of the scheme and to re-
vive/develop 100 unserved
and underserved airports/
heliports/water aero-
dromes by 2024. The gov-
ernment of India has ap-
proved a budget of Rs 4,500
crore for revival of exist-
ing unserved/underserved
airports/airstrips of the
state governments,
Airports Authority of
India, public sector under-
takings and civil en-
claves," Scindia said.

Nearly 1.15 crore Indians experienced air travel
through UDAN scheme since 2016: Scindia

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

The EPS-95 National
Agitation Committee has
given 15 days notice to the
labour ministry for in-
creasing the minimum
monthly pension to Rs
7,500 from the existing Rs
1,000 and threatened a na-
tionwide stir if the de-
mand is not met. The
Employees Pension
Scheme 1995 or EPS-95 is
run by the retirement fund
body EPFO, which covers
over six crore subscribers
and over 75 lakh pensioner
beneficiaries. In a letter to
Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Monday, the committee
said there is an increase in
the deaths of EPS-95 pen-
sioners due to very meagre

pension amount and lack
of medical facilities. It
threatened a nationwide
agitation, including block-
ing rail and roadways and
a collective fast onto death
if the minimum pension is
not hiked within 15 days.
The committee has de-
manded enhancement of
minimum pension from Rs
1,000 to Rs 7,500 along with
Dearness Allowance de-
clared at regular intervals.
It has also sought payment
of pension on actual salary
as per the Supreme Court's
verdicts dated October 4,
2016 and November 4, 2022.
The apex court had earlier
in November directed the
government to give the op-
tion for contributing to the
EPS-95 scheme on higher
salaries.

EPS-95 pensioners' 
body gives 15 days notice

to labour ministry 

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

Fodder prices have in-
creased by 28 pc in
November compared to
the same month last year,
the government said on
Tuesday. "Wholesale price
index (WPI) data released
by the Commerce and
Industry Ministry, showed
that the index value for
fodder has recorded at
225.7 in November 2022,
registering an increase of
27.66 per cent over the
same month last year
(176.8)," Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Minister Parshottam
Rupala said in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha.
"As such, no severe hard-
ships to rural families
whose livelihood are de-
pendent on livestock have
been reported by the
States, although there is

increase in the price of
fodder," he added.

The minister informed
that the ICAR- Indian
Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute
(IGFRI), Jhansi has esti-
mated that there is deficit
of 11.24 per cent, 23.4 per
cent and 28.9 per cent in
green fodder, dry fodder
and concentrates, respec-
tively, at the national level.
"The state governments

are primarily responsible
for assessing the shortage
of fodder, if any, and its
impact on the dairy prod-
ucts," Rupala said. He in-
formed the Lower House
that the Centre has not re-
ceived any report from
states on any adverse im-
pact on dairy products.
Rupala said the agricul-
ture ministry has desig-
nated the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) as implementing
agency under the scheme
of Formation and
Promotion of 10,000
Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) to
form and promote 100
FPOs, primarily fodder
centric and animal hus-
bandry activities as a sec-
ondary activity. These
"Fodder plus FPOs" would
engage in fodder develop-
ment activities.

Fodder prices up 28 pc in Nov 2022: Govt

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

The rupee depreciated
13 paise to settle at 82.75
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday as
investors turned cautious
in view of a negative trend
in domestic equities and
rising crude prices in the
global markets. Besides,
renewed forex outflows
and a waning appetite for
riskier assets also dragged
down the local unit, forex
dealers said.

However, a sharp de-
cline in the greenback
against major rivals over-
seas restricted the rupee's
loss, they added. At the in-
terbank forex market, the
local unit opened weak at
82.69 against the green-
back and witnessed an
intra-day high of 82.69 and
a low of 82.88. It finally

ended at 82.75 against the
American currency, a de-
cline of 13 paise over its
previous close of 82.62. On
the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex
ended 103.90 points or 0.17
per cent lower at 61,702.29,
while the broader NSE
Nifty fell 35.15 points or
0.19 per cent to 18,385.30.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, ad-
vanced 0.73 per cent to
USD 80.38 per barrel.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined
0.74 per cent to 103.95.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors (FIIs) were net sell-
ers in the capital markets
on Monday as they of-
floaded shares worth Rs
538.10 crore, according to
exchange data.

Rupee declines 13 paise 
to 82.75 against dollar

Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways Nitin Gadkari with
MoS for for Road Transport & Highways Vijay Kumar Singh and
Tapan Singhel, MD & CEO, Bajaj Allianz General Insurance during
the launch of the ‘Surety Bond Insurance’ product from Bajaj
Allianz, in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

Equity benchmarks re-
covered most of their
intra-day losses and ended
marginally lower on
Tuesday amid buying in
index majors Reliance
Industries and Tata
Consultancy Services.
Helped by last minute buy-
ing activity in some of the
index heavyweights, the
30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex managed to trim
most of its early declines
and ended lower by 103.90
points or 0.17 per cent at
61,702.29.

During the day, it had
tumbled 703.51 points or
1.13 per cent to 61,102.68.
The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 35.15 points or 0.19
per cent to end at 18,385.30.
From the Sensex pack,
Tata Motors, Hindustan
Unilever, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, Bharti Airtel,
Maruti Suzuki, NTPC,
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finance and Tata Steel

were among the major lag-
gards. Tata Consultancy
Services, Reliance
Industries, UltraTech
Cement, IndusInd Bank,
Axis Bank and ICICI Bank
ended in the green from
the 30-share pack.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
closed lower. Equity ex-
changes in Europe were
trading in the negative ter-
ritory in mid-session
deals. The US markets had
ended lower on Monday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude inched
up 0.65 per cent to USD
80.32 per barrel.

Markets recover most
of intra-day losses;

end marginally lower
New Delhi, Dec 20: 

The government has
raised over Rs 4.04 lakh
crore through disinvest-
ment and strategic sale of
public sector enterprises
since the Modi govern-
ment came into power in
2014, the Finance
Ministry said on Tuesday.
Of this, the largest
amount totalling over Rs
1.07 lakh crore through
offer for sale in 59 cases.

This was followed by a
stake sale through
Exchange Traded Fund
(ETF) in 10 tranches, ag-
gregating to Rs 98,949
crore. Strategic sales in
10 companies, including
Air India, yielded Rs
69,412 crore to the excheq-
uer in the last 8 years.
Share buyback in 45
cases fetched Rs 45,104
crore. 17 CPSEs were list-
ed since 2014-15, which
yielded Rs 50,386 crore. Of
this, the initial public of-
fering (IPO) of LIC alone
fetched the government
Rs 20,516 crore.

Govt raises over
Rs 4 lakh cr via
disinvestment

since 2014

Paoli Dam’s ‘Chhaad
The Terrace’ reaches

KIFF Kolkata after
Europe premiere

Actress Paoli Dam is thrilled to see her realistic-
drama film 'Chhaad The Terrace' making waves

globally and for its premiere at KIFF Kolkata.
Paoli said: "I'm thrilled to see the movie making its
way around the world and has already been showcased
in Europe and premiered in North America, so it's great
to see it finally reaching its home viewers. Thank you
KIFF, Kolkata, for selection and screening the movie."
'Chhaad The Terrace' also stars Arunoday 'Rahul'
Banerjee and Rajnandini Paul. The film explores the pro-
tagonist, Mitra's relationship with the terrace and even-
tually her disillusionment with the terrace. Mitra is per-

turbed with her marital responsibilities, she is a writer
and a school teacher, her identity issues trigger her
when she is denied access to the terrace- her open
space. Indrani, the director said: "This is a special
moment as my home-town will host the India pre-

miere of Chhaad The Terrace. I would like to
extend my gratitude to the National Film

Development Corporation for its constant sup-
port and making a dream into reality. I am

looking forward to connecting my film
with audiences and lovers of

open spaces."
Ravinder Bhakar,

Managing Director,
NFDC India,

informed that: "I'm
pleased to see

the movie pick-
ing up

momentum
in festivals

through-
out the

world. 

ACROSS

1. Stumble

5. Mild oath

9. Neckerchief

14. Not there

15. ____ model

16. Bicycle part

17. Flexible

19. Maxim

20. Weight measure

21. Wrong

22. Appointed

23. Bias

24. Respectful title

25. Concurs

28. Lotion ingredient

30. Air hero

33. Distribute cards

34. Online troublemaker

35. Squeal

36. Announce

39. Beg

41. Wind dir.

42. Nappy leather

44. Facts

45. ____ Plaines, Illinois

46. Wristwatch info

47. Dried grape

49. Rooster's mate

50. Dozed

52. Concerned one

55. In reserve

56. French buddy

59. ____ acid (protein component)

60. Electricity source

62. Leonardo da ____

63. Impulse

64. Extinct creature

65. ____ out (narrowly defeated)

66. Tiny particle

67. Not closed

DOWN

1. "All ____ Jazz"

2. Decorate anew

3. OPEC member

4. Enthusiasm

5. Serious plays

6. Batman's sidekick

7. Sports VIP (hyph.)

8. Casual tops

9. Certain dogs

10. Fragrant wood

11. Eden resident

12. Craze

13. Escaped

18. Yarn

23. Vend

24. Cobbler's concern

25. Tacked on
26. Silly ones
27. Marathons, e.g.
29. Earring site
30. Locales
31. Desert plants
32. Patriot ____ Allen
34. Abound
37. Small celestial body
38. Wreck
40. Censor
43. Meal ender
47. Cash in
48. Imitator
49. For this reason
51. Jargon
52. Prehistoric dwelling
53. In the center of
54. Finger jewelry
55. Mexican water
56. Above
57. A la ____
58. Wrinkle remover
61. Excitement
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K
annada superstar
Yash of 'KGF' fame is
going to announce his

new venture on his birthday
celebrated on January 8,
sources close to him con-
firmed. The fans across the
country are eagerly waiting
for the news from the super-
star. Yash, though, has re-
mained tight-lipped about his
new movie.

When asked about it at his
last media interaction, Yash
had maintained that he won't
hurry things up. "I will ex-
plain all by myself," Yash had
said. On January 8, Yash will
make the big announcement
to his fans about his new
movie, which is going to be
sensational, said sources
close to him. "This time

Yash's experimentation
would make international
news and be a big turning
point for Indian cinema.
Yash is all set to take Indian
cinema to international
level," sources explained.

He is confident of deliver-
ing a superhit movie at the
international level, like just
how he did it with 'KGF
Chapter-1' and 'KGF Chapter-
2', elevating the Kannada film
industry to the national level.

Yash will also announce
the launch of his production
house in the name of his
daughter Ayra. Yash had re-
leased the video with
Hollywood stunt director J.J.
Perry and his team practised
shooting, giving hints about
his new venture.

Yash to announce
his new venture on
b’day - January 8

S
tarting 2nd January
at 9:00 PM, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television and Sony LIV
are all set to bring to the
viewers the much antici-
pated cooking reality
show, ‘MasterChef India!’
With the renowned Chefs
– Ranveer Brar, Garima
Arora and Vikas Khanna
taking on the role as
judges, the ripples of ex-
citement cannot be con-
tained! Ready with their
spoons and ladles, the
show will present con-
tenders from all over the
country to showcase their
‘Passion se Profession ka
safar’ with their unique
food to win the coveted
title of ‘MasterChef
India’. Talking about the
key aspects the judges are
looking out for, Chef

Garima Arora says, “At
MasterChef, I am looking

for a home cook, who is a
tastemaker as well as a

change maker.”
Highlighting the roots
where the dish is birthed,
Chef Ranveer Brar says,
“I have come to get a taste
of the delicious stories be-
hind every home cooks
dish which will also turn
the entire country into
their fan.” Chef Vikas
Khanna shares, “The one
whose dish will not only
win our tastebuds but will
even touch our souls will
be crowned MasterChef
India.”

The quest to find the
‘MasterChef India’ is set
to begin soon.

‘MasterChef India’,
starting 2nd January,
every Monday to Friday
at 9:00 pm on Sony
Entertainment Television
and will stream on Sony
LIV!

Chefs Ranveer, Garima and Vikas set their
expectations with ‘MasterChef India’

D
ecember has arrived,
and everyone has
started making their

Christmas plans. It is that
time of the year to express
affection and surprise your
loved ones. &TV artists in-
cluding Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga
Happu Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) share their Secret
Santa plans to make this fes-
tive season most memo-
rable. Shubhangi Atre, es-
saying Angoori Bhabi in
&TV show Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, says, “Christmas is one
of my and my daughter’s
favourite festivals. I wait for
this festival eagerly and
have all the decorations
ready in advance. I have al-
ways had a sweet tooth, and
I am crazy about chocolates.

For me, Christmas is a
chocolate day (laughs). I
hung small socks around
the house, hoping Santa
would come and fill them
with chocolates and candies.
But this time, for me and my
daughter, Christmas is
going to be extra special.
This Christmas, my daugh-
ter Aashi wanted to prepare
and distribute homemade
food packets, chocolates,
pastries, and snacks to un-
derprivileged children and
the elderly. So, I will be help-
ing her out to get smiles on
their faces. We have already
done some shopping. Seeing
their smiling faces on
Christmas Day will bring
me and my daughter im-
mense joy. We all know
Christmas is all about giv-
ing, and this is what I must
teach my daughter as well.
Wishing you all a Merry
Christmas”.

Actors turn Secret Santa
for their loved ones

The once flop movie, 'Baba'
of Tamil megastar,

Rajinikanth, which was re-
released during his 72nd birth-
day on December 12, has
become a superhit.
Directed by Suresh Krissna,
the movie has Rajinikanth
playing the role of an atheist
who gets a sudden spiritual
power. It was a major flop
when it was released 20 years
ago. On its release, however,
the movie seems to have
struck a chord with the audi-
ence. Fans of the Tamil mega
star have been waiting in long
queues in front of the movie
theatres where the film was
screened.
The movie, according to its
makers, has become a major
sensation and almost all shows
are full in Tamil Nadu and
other South Indian states.
The producers are now plan-
ning to increase the number of
screens from 200 to 300 and

the movie has drawn major
numbers even in the interna-
tional destinations where it
was released. 'Baba' is consid-
ered special for the actor as
he wrote the story and screen-
play and was also the film's
producer. It has a star cast
that includes Rajinikanth,
Manisha Koirala, Ashish
Vidyarthi, Vijayakumar, Sivaji
Shinde and Gundumani. The
music was composed by the
Oscar-winning A.R. Rahman.
For the re-release, the movie
has been shortened by 30 min-
utes and the climax changed
to be in sync with the tastes of
present-day moviegoers.

Rajini’s flop movie ‘Baba’
becomes a superhit on re-release

I
ndian actress
Priyanka Chopra
Jonas is currently hol-

idaying with her
American pop star hus-
band Nick Jonas and
daughter Malti.

Priyanka took to
Instagram, where she
shared a slew of pictures
and jokingly took a dig at
Nick for not showing any
interest in getting clicked.
The first picture showed
Priyanka in a black and
white outfit, clicking a
mirror selfie.A

Nick Jonas is also seen
in the frame but with his
head down while he
checks out his cellphone.

Sharing the pictures on
Instagram, Priyanka

wrote, "Perfect winter
days. Ps: 1st pic- hubby is
really interested in my
mirror selfie."

In the other pictures,
Priyanka is seen with
Malti as she carries the
little one in a baby carrier
to show her the
Christmas decor in the
area. Malti's face is par-
tially visible.

The actress will next be
seen in Hollywood films
like Love Again and
Ending Things. She will
also make her OTT debut
with the 'Citadel'. She will
also be seen in Farhan
Akhtar's 'Jee Le Zaraa' in
which she will be co-star-
ring with Alia Bhatt and
Katrina Kaif.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas
takes daughter Malti out
to show Christmas lights

M
athematics is one
of the most sig-
nificant subjects

and plays a very impor-
tant role in everyone’s
day-to-day life. However,
as young students, some
enjoy solving those algo-
rithms, computations,
and equations, while for
others, it is a nightmare.
Every year on December
22, India celebrates
National Mathematics
Day to honour Srinivasa
Ramanujan, the greatest
mathematician of all
time. On this occasion,
&TV artists share their
struggles and fun stories
with numbers. This in-
cludes Neha Joshi
(Yashoda, Doosri Maa),
Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma, Happu Ki Ultan
P a l t a n ) , a n d A a s i f
Sheikh (Vibhuti Narayan

Mishra, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai). Neha Joshi, essay-
ing Yashoda in & the TV
show Doosri Maa, says, “I
have always loved mathe-
matics, be it algebra or
geometry. It was the only
subject where I never had
to mug up answers. I
enjoy solving problems
and can spend hours
doing so.

Actors share their
equation with Maths
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Karachi, Dec 20 (AP):

A relentless England
lineup powered to an eight-
wicket win in the third and
final cricket test on
Tuesday to complete an his-
toric series sweep in
Pakistan.

England started the day
needing a further 55 runs
for victory and reached 170-
2 within 38 minutes to se-
cure its second successive
win with more than a day to
spare in its first test tour to
Pakistan in 17 years.

It was Pakistan's first
ever 3-0 loss in a three-test
series on home soil.

Pakistan fell for 216
against 18-year-old rookie
Rehan Ahmed (5-48) in the
second innings to set
England a modest target of
167 for victory.

Ben Duckett resumed on
50 and remained unbeaten
on 82 off 78 balls and
skip(per Ben Stokes signed
off his team's dominant
Bazball' brand of aggres-
sive cricket by finishing 35
not out. Pakistan spinner
Abrar Ahmed could have
finished the series with 18
wickets in two test matches,
but Agha Salman couldn't
hold onto a difficult chance
from Stoke at long-on with
England just 19 runs away
from a memorable win.

England won the first test
on a flat wicket in
Rawalpindi by 74 runs in
dimming light on the last
day before recording a
thrilling 26-run win at
Multan on a slow turning
track inside four days.

Rehan Ahmed conquered
Pakistan's batters in the
team's fortress National
Stadium on Day 3 and
England had motored to
112-2 in the final session
through aggressive batting
of Zak Crawley (41) and
Duckett.

It was a just a third loss
for Pakistan at the National
Stadium in 45 test matches
and first in 15 years.
England was the first team

to beat Pakistan there in a
test match in 2000 before
South Africa won a test
match here seven years
later. The 3-0 drubbing was
also Pakistan's fourth suc-
cessive test loss at home
after Australia beat them in
the final test earlier this
year to win the two-test se-
ries 1-0. Pakistan was kept
at bay throughout the last
three weeks and unable to
find the right combination
to counter England's ag-
gressive gameplan, which
began at home this summer
and now has seen them
winning nine of the last 10
test matches. England's
only loss in that period was
against South Africa at

Lord's before the Proteas
got beaten 2-1 in the series.

England set the tone of a
clean sweep in Pakistan
when four of its batters
smashed centuries on the
opening day of the first test
and the visitors racked up
world-record 506-4.

Young Harry Brook filled
perfectly in the shoes of in-
jured Jonny Bairstow with
three successive test cen-
turies on tour and amassed
468 runs.

His 111 at Karachi in the
first innings fetched
England a vital first in-
nings lead of 50 runs before
Pakistan capitulated
against Ahmed's legspin in
the second innings.

England completes memorable
3-0 series sweep in Pakistan

Buenos  Aires, Dec 20 (AP):

Thousands of fans lined
up in the middle of the
night to try to get a glimpse
of the Argentina soccer
team that won one of the
greatest World Cup finals
of all time ahead what is
scheduled to be a day of
celebrations in Buenos
Aires.

Members of the team,
led by captain Lionel
Messi, were all smiles as
they descended from the
plane in Ezeiza, right out-
side Argentina's capital,
shortly before 3 a.m.
Tuesday onto a red carpet
that had been rolled out for
the squad. Messi was the
first player from the plane
carrying the World Cup,
flanked by coach Lionel
Scaloni, who put his arm
around the captain as they
walked past a sign that
read, "Thank you, champi-
ons." The players were wel-
comed by rock band La
Mosca singing
"Muchachos," a song that
was written by a fan to the
tune of an old song by the
band and became a popu-
lar unofficial anthem for
Argentine fans at the
World Cup in Qatar.

The newly crowned
champions of the world
boarded an open top bus

and several, including
Messi, could be seen
singing the words to
"Muchachos" while they
waited for everyone to get
on heading to the head-
quarters of the Argentine
Football Association.

The bus moved at a
snail's pace as fans, many
of whom were waving
Argentine flags, swarmed
the bus on a highway, eager
for a glimpse of the players
as law enforcement officers

tried to keep them at bay.
The players will sleep at

AFA headquarters for a
few hours before boarding
the bus later Tuesday that
will take them to the
Obelisk, the iconic Buenos
Aires landmark that was a
sea of people Sunday after-
noon after the team won
the country's third World
Cup, and its first since
1986. President Alberto
Fern ndez declared a na-
tional holiday Tuesday so

the country could cele-
brate the victory.

The day after the streets
of Argentina turned into
massive parties following
the Sunday victory, many
kept a close eye on the
flight that brought the
players home to celebrate.
As the plane got closer to
Argentine soil, almost
200,000 people were track-
ing its path online and
news channels gave live
coverage of the arrival.

Huge crowds welcome Argentina
team after World Cup victory

Soccer fans surround the bus taking the Argentine soccer team that won the World Cup to the
Argentina Soccer Association grounds where they will spend the night after landing at Ezeiza 
airport on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, Dec. 20.

Mumbai/Guwahati, Dec 20 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav
made an 80-ball 90 in his
first Ranji Trophy game in
almost three years while
skipper Ajinkya Rahane
and Yashasvi Jaiswal
struck fine hundreds to
take Mumbai to 396 for
three against Hyderabad
on day one of the Group B
contest here.

Surya, who has ar-
guably been the best batter
in white-ball cricket over
the past 12 months, ap-
proached the red ball
game with the same ag-
gressive intent that he is
known for in the shorter
formats. His knock com-
prised 15 fours and a six.

The stylish batter has
time and again expressed
his desire to play Test
cricket for India. He last
played a first-class game
way back in February
2020.

Jaiswal continued his
rich vein of form with a
sublime 162 off 95 balls
while Rahane was batting
on 139 at stumps. Prithvi
Shaw was out for 19 after
Hyderabad opted to field

at the BKC ground.
Opener Dhruv Shorey
struck his eighth first-

class hundred to steer
Delhi to 271 for seven on
day one of their fixture
against Assam. Assam re-
moved Shorey's partner
Anuj Rawat early after
opting to field first.

Shorey remained un-
beaten on 139 off 216 balls
before bad light forced an
early stumps with 81 overs
bowled on the day. Delhi's
young captain Yash Dhull
made 22 off 56 balls while
Vaibhav Rawal came up
with a valuable 43 off 71
balls. Senior batter Nitish
Rana was out first ball.

Delhi, who lost their
tournament opener to
Maharashtra, fielded a de-
pleted unit in the absence
of injured pacers Ishant
Sharma and Mayank
Yadav. They were forced to
field three debutants in
Harshit Rana, Pranshu
Vijayran and spinner
Hrithik Shokeen.

Senior pacer Navdeep
Saini, who suffered an ab-
dominal muscle strain
while being part of the
Indian team in
Bangladesh, is unlikely to
be fit in time for Delhi's
next game.

Karachi, Dec 20 (AP):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam was left to rue in-
juries to his key fast
bowlers after England
completed a sweep of their
test series on Tuesday.

"We were unfortunate
that our main fast bowlers
were not fit," Babar said
after England recorded an
emphatic eight-wicket win
in the third and final test
and handed Pakistan its
first 3-0 whitewash in a
home test series.

"The new players did
perform but couldn't exe-
cute the way we wanted.
When things were in our
hands we had soft dis-
missals in those times and
due to that we couldn't win
matches which we should
have won."

Pakistan's premier fast
bowler Shaheen Afridi
was ruled out for the se-
ries because of knee in-
jury while Haris Rauf and
Naseem Shah also sus-
tained injuries during the
first test which ruled them
out for the last two match-
es. "Fitness has the main
role because if you are not

extra fit you cannot com-
pete in all the three for-
mats," Babar said.

"You get two to three
days to switch from one
format to the other and
you have to be mentally
ready as well." Pakistan
gave test caps to seamer
Mohammad Ali, who took
four wickets in the first
test before he finished
wicketless in the second
test and got dropped from
the final match. Fast
bowler Mohammad
Wasim had a disappoint-
ing debut in the final test
and could take only one
wicket and that was after

Harry Brook had complet-
ed his third successive
century of England's
memorable tour.

"When you don't have
the backbone of your
bowling, then new bowlers
found it difficult to adjust
quickly," Babar said.

"The way England
played, they did not let us
settle down." England
scored at a belligerent
pace throughout the series
that began with a world-
record 506-4 on the open-
ing day of the first test and
culminated with 170-2 at
better than run-a-ball at
Karachi on Tuesday.

ICC gives below
average rating
to Gabba pitch

Brisbane, Dec 20 (PTI):

The International Cricket
Council on Tuesday gave a
below average rating to the
Brisbane pitch after the first
Test between Australia and
South Africa ended in two
days. Australia won the
game by six wickets after
South Africa managed 152
and 99 in their two innings.
Australia made 218 in their
first innings. ICC match ref-
eree Richie Richardson said:
"Overall, the Gabba pitch for
this Test match was too
much in favour of the
bowlers. There was extra
bounce and occasional ex-
cessive seam movement.

"The odd delivery also
kept low on the second day,
making it very difficult for
batters to build partner-
ships. I found the pitch to be
'below average' as per the
ICC guidelines since it was
not an even contest between
bat and ball." Richardson's
report has been forwarded
to Cricket Australia. The
second Test of the three-
match series will be played
at MCG from December 26.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI):

The Indian doubles pair
of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty reached a career-
best world number five
while HS Prannoy re-
gained his place in the top
10 in men's singles in the
BWF world rankings is-
sued on Tuesday.

Satwik and Chirag have
been on a stellar run this
year with two world tour
titles at Indian Open Super
500 and French Open
Super 750 and also claimed
a maiden gold at the
Commonwealth Games
and a bronze at the World
Championships.

Their unprecedented
success reflected in the
ranking as the duo jumped
two places to the top five
with 75,806 rating points
from 15 tournaments.

Prannoy, too, made
gains in the latest ranking
as he once again broke
into the top 10, grabbing
the world number 9 place
after starting the year at
world number 26.

The 30-year-old from
Kerala, who had first
cracked the elite bracket
in 2016, dished out some
memorable performances
in the season with seven
quarterfinals, two semifi-
nals and a runner-up fin-
ish at the Swiss Open.

Mirpur, Dec 20 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma will miss the sec-
ond Test against
Bangladesh, starting here
on Thursday, as he has not
made a full recovery from
a thumb injury.

Rohit had flown back to
India to see a specialist
after injuring his left
thumb while fielding in
the second ODI against
Bangladesh here on
December 7.

He is under the care of
the BCCI medical team
following his left thumb
injury, which he sus-
tained during the second
ODI against Bangladesh
in Dhaka.

Pacer Naveep Saini,
who had made a come-
back into the Test team, is
also out of the game with
an abdominal muscle
strain.

"The medical team is of
the opinion that the in-
jury needs some more
time to heal completely
before the Indian captain
can bat and field with full
intensity. He will continue

his rehab and will not be
available for the second
and final Test against
Bangladesh.

"Navdeep Saini is also
ruled out of the second
Test owing to an abdomi-
nal muscle strain. The
fast bowler will now re-
port to the NCA for fur-
ther management of his
injury," said the BCCI in a
statement.

It is understandable
why the management did
not want to risk playing
Rohit. India have a busy
home season lined up
with Sri Lanka and New
Zealand visiting for a lim-
ited overs tour next
month and that will be fol-
lowed by the high-profile
Test series against

Australia.
Saini's injury does raise

a few questions on his fit-
ness. He represented
India A in the two games
in Bangladesh ahead of
the Tests and was deemed
fit. He did not play the
first Test, though.

Saini's last Test appear-
ance came in Brisbane in
January last year when
India pulled off a win for
the ages.

K L Rahul will continue
to lead the side in Rohit's
absence with Cheteshwar
Pujara being his deputy.
India lead the two-Test se-
ries 1-0 after a convincing
win in Chattogram.

India's updated squad
for 2nd Test against
Bangladesh: KL Rahul
(C), Shubman Gill,
Cheteshwar Pujara (VC),
Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer,
Rishabh Pant (WK), KS
Bharat (WK),
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Axar Patel, Kuldeep
Yadav, Shardul Thakur,
Mohd. Siraj, Umesh
Yadav, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Saurabh
Kumar, Jaydev Unadkat.

Dubai, Dec 20 (PTI):

Fresh from her 19-ball un-
beaten 40 in the fourth T20I
against Australia, India's
wicketkeeper-batter Richa
Ghosh has gained four
places in the ICC women's
T20I ranking for batters to
reach 40th position. India's
Deepti Sharma moved up a
place to 32nd spot.

Australia all-rounder
Ashleigh Gardner has made
notable progress in the lat-
est weekly update after help-
ing her team score a series-
clinching seven-run win in
the fourth match against
India last Saturday.

Gardner, who was named
Player of the Match for scor-
ing 42 runs and grabbing
two for 20, has advanced one
place to ninth in the list of
batters.

Having also taken two for
21 in the preceding match,
she has gained nine places
to reach 17th in the rank-
ings for bowlers. The 25-
year-old is also up one place
to fourth among all-
rounders.

In the latest weekly up-
date, that considers per-
formances in the third and

fourth matches of the India-
Australia series and the sec-
ond, third and fourth of the
one between the West Indies
and England, Sophia
Dunkley has progressed 19
places to join 12th among
batters after scoring 43, 44
and 35 in three matches.

Australia all-rounder
Ellyse Perry has moved up
17 places to 34th after scores
of 75 and 72 not out.

In the rankings for
bowlers, West Indies cap-
tain Hayley Matthews has
moved up three places to
fourth and also advanced
one place to second among
all-rounders after grabbing
five wickets in three match-
es.

Surya smashes 80-ball
90 on first-class return

Young Richa Ghosh gains
4 places in ICC women's

T20 rankings

Babar rues injuries to
pacers after 3-0 defeat 

Rohit Sharma ruled out of second Test against Bangladesh

India's head coach
Rahul Dravid, left, inter-
acts with captain K.L.

Rahul during a training
session ahead of their

second test cricket
match against

Bangladesh, in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, Tuesday,

Dec. 20.

Satwik-Chirag achieve career-best
world No. 5 rankings

Satwik-Chirag 

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

A newly developed air
filtering technique that
uses ingredients common-
ly found in green tea can
deactivate germs that find
refuge inside air filters,
the Ministry of Science
and Technology said in
an official statement.

A research team led by
Prof Suryasarathi Bose
and Prof Kaushik
Chatterjee at Indian
Institute of Science
(IISc), Bangalore, has de-
veloped a germ-destroy-
ing air filter that can in-
activate germs using in-
gredients like polyphe-
nols and polycationic
polymers commonly
found in green tea.

The ‘green’ ingredi-
ents rupture the mi-

crobes through site-specif-
ic binding, the statement
said.

With a prolonged use,
air filters become a breed-
ing ground for captured
germs.
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J’khand CM Hemant Soren along with UPA MLA’s in a meeting with J’khand Governor Ramesh Bais at Raj Bhavan,
in Ranchi, Tuesday.

SOREN MEETS RAMESH BAIS 

A devotee takes a dip in the holy sarovar (pond) at the Golden Temple amid dense fog on a cold winter morning, in
Amritsar, Tuesday. 

HOLY DIP
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Prayagraj (UP), Dec 20
(PTI): After the latest
patch-up with Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, his uncle Shivpal
Yadav on Tuesday said he
will stay in the party for
the rest of his life irrespec-
tive of whether he gets a
post or not.

Shivpal Yadav, who
wielded immense influ-
ence when SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav
was at the helm, also came
down heavily on the BJP
for calling SP a “party of
goons”, alleging that it is
the saffron party that in-
dulges in “goondaism”
and false cases are regis-
tered against people under
its rule.

“Now, I am going to stay
lifelong in this party
(Samajwadi Party),
whether I get a post or not.
This is our party. I had
worked continuously with
‘netaji’ (Mulayam Singh
Yadav),” Shivpal Yadav
told reporters when asked
whether this is his final
“ghar wapsi” (homecom-
ing) in the SP. Shivpal was

handed over an SP flag by
party president Akhilesh
Yadav after Dimple
Yadav’s win in Mainpuri
by-poll on December 8, the
fourth time in the last six
years when uncle-nephew
duo reunited after break-
ing up following a bitter
power tussle. Shivpal had
floated Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party-Lohia
after parting ways with
the SP. Asked if he could
leave the SP in the future,
Yadav said, “It will not
happen. Why are you ask-
ing such a question?” On
the demand of his sup-

porters that he should get
a respectable post in the
SP, he said, “I have no de-
sire for any post.” To
queries about his role in
the Samajwadi Party, the
senior socialist leader
said, “You see, a post does
not hold any meaning for
me. I have occupied all
posts (in the past). A post
is not a big thing for me.
The major thing is the
faith of the people.”
Asked about speculation
that he could be nominat-
ed as the Leader of
Opposition in UP
Legislative Assembly, the

SP MLA from
Jaswantnagar in Etawah
district said, “I had been
the Leader of Opposition,
and Akhilesh is discharg-
ing well the role of Leader
of Opposition. The out-
come of the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha bypolls is a result of
this. “The actual work in
the party is that of the or-
ganisation. Whatever re-
sponsibility is given, I will
discharge it.” The 67-year-
old leader said there were
prominent people like
Jayaprakash Narayan and
Ram Manohar Lohia who
worked for the country
without holding any big
post. Evading a direct an-
swer to whether the
Samajwadi Party will con-
test the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls with JD(U), the sen-
ior SP leader said, “A deci-
sion will be taken by the
party.” “We want that all
those who are Lohiavaadi,
Gandhivaadi and
Chaudhary Charan
Singhvaadi, should con-
verge and then move
ahead. Our target is to re-
move the BJP,” he said.

‘Will stay in SP for life’

Shivpal Yadav

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena has
directed the chief secre-
tary to recover Rs 97 crore
from the AAP for political
advertisements it pub-
lished in the guise of gov-
ernment advertisements
in 2016, official sources
said on Tuesday.

The development comes
days after the AAP wrest-
ed power from the BJP in
the MCD polls. The AAP
alleged that the LG gave
the order on the saffron
party’s directions and
claimed that Saxena has
no power to issue such a
directive. The opposition
BJP in Delhi welcomed the
LG’s directions and
claimed that the amount to

be recovered from the rul-
ing party will rise to Rs 400
crore. At a press confer-
ence held here, Leader of
Opposition in Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri alleged an “adver-
tisement scam” and de-
manded a CBI inquiry into
it. The LG in his orders to
the chief secretary also di-
rected that all advertise-
ments since September
2016 be referred to the
Committee on Content
Regulation in Government
Advertising (CCRGA), set
up by the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting for vetting
and ascertaining if they
are in consonance with
Supreme Court guide-
lines. The Delhi govern-
ment’s Directorate of

Information and Publicity
(DIP), acting on a 2016 di-
rective from the CCRGA,
had notified that Rs 97.14
crore (Rs 97,14,69,137) had
been spent or booked on
account of “non-conform-
ing advertisements”, the
sources said.

“Of this, while pay-
ments amounting to over
Rs 42.26 crore had already
been released by the DIP,
Rs 54.87 crore for adver-
tisements published were
still pending disbursal,” a
source said. Asked to re-
cover the amount, the DIP
had in 2017 directed the
AAP to pay over Rs 42.26
crore to the state excheq-
uer immediately and di-
rectly pay the pending
amount of Rs 54.87 crore
to the advertising agencies

or publications concerned
within 30 days, the sources
said. “However, even after
the lapse of five years and
eight months, the AAP has
not complied with the DIP
order. Such defiance of a
legitimate order by a regis-
tered political party is not
only contemptuous of the
judiciary, but also does not
augur well for the health
of good governance,” the
source added.

The Directorate of
Vigilance (DoV) also in-
quired into complaints
and found that not only
did the DIP not recover
amounts worth Rs 42.26
crore but it also proactive-
ly paid the pending
amount of Rs 54.87 crore,
rather than getting the
AAP to pay it, a source

said. “In eight cases, pay-
ment of Rs 20.53 crore was
made, falsely attributing it
to court/arbitration or-
ders.” The DoV found that
Deputy Chief Manish
Sisodia had approved the
payment of another Rs 27
crore (approximately) by
entering into fraudulent
“compromise deed or set-
tlement”, despite the fact
that there was no litiga-
tion nor there were any di-
rections from the Supreme
Court or the Delhi High
Court, the source claimed.

The DoV also said that
such advertisements that
are “prima facie and bla-
tantly violative of the
Supreme Court order”
have been continuously is-
sued by the DIP on direc-
tion of the ministers.

LG directs CS to recover Rs 97 cr from AAP 
For ‘political advertisements’

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
rebuked the Uttar
Pradesh government over
an inordinate delay of
1,173 days in filing a peti-
tion against a judgement
of the Allahabad High
Court and that too with
“incorrect particulars”,
saying a State litigation
cannot be taken “so casu-
ally”.

While rejecting the plea
with a cost of Rs 1 lakh,
the apex court said it has
no doubt that such mat-
ters are filed in a “cursory
manner” so the petitions
are dismissed.

It also chastised the
state government over the
“casual manner” in which
the application seeking
condonation of delay was
filed. “We are left with no
doubt that such matters

are filed in a cursory man-
ner to somehow seek a
certification of dismissal
by the Supreme Court. We
thoroughly disapprove
such a practice and feel
necessary to impose costs
on the petitioners,” a
bench of Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and
Hrishikesh Roy said.

The state of Uttar
Pradesh and others had
challenged the May 2019
verdict of the high court
which enhanced the com-
pensation to a Jaunpur-
based woman for her land
that was acquired by the
government.

In its order passed on
December 12, the top
court noted the petition
filed by the state was time-
barred by a period of

1,173. It took on record the
application seeking con-
donation of delay.

Referring to the con-
tents of the application,
the bench observed a bare
look will leave no one in
doubt that there is not
even a “semblance of
cause, what to say of suffi-
cient cause” for condona-
tion of a huge delay of
1,173 days in filing the pe-
tition.

It noted that the peti-
tion was filed on October
31, 2022 against the ver-
dict pronounced in May
2019.

The application seeking
condonation of delay
said, among others things,
that due to the Covid-19
pandemic the special
leave petition (SLP) could

not be filed immediately.
“A cursory reference to

the pandemic situation is
baseless for the reason
that no such situation was
prevalent on the date of
passing of the order by
the high court and at least
seven months thereafter,”
the bench said.

“Moreover, the suspend-
ed limitation period due
to pandemic came to an
end on March 31, 2022 and
there is no explanation
whatsoever for an inordi-
nate delay even there-
after,” it said.

Observing that it is
“disturbing” to notice
that the application was
filed in a casual manner,
the bench referred to a
paragraph in the applica-
tion and noted the date of
judgment and particulars
of the appeal were not of
the present matter at all.

State litigation can’t be taken casually: SC
Rejects UP’s plea with cost of Rs 1 lakh

Kochi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

To seek absolute
freedom at the age of
18 “may not be appro-
priate and good for
the society” accord-
ing to the Kerala

University of Health
Sciences (KUHS) which
made this submission be-
fore the High Court here
during hearing of a plea
by female students of
Kozhikode Medical
College against movement
restrictions on hostel in-
mates after 9.30 PM.

The university has also
contended that sleepless
nights and nightlife were
not meant for the students.

At the same time, the
Left government told the
high court that it has is-
sued an order on
December 6 which relaxes

hostel timings substantial-
ly and Justice Devan
Ramachandran directed
that the same be “imple-
mented forthwith”.

“As per the (new) order,
even though the gates of
the hostels both for boys
and girls are to close by
9.30 PM, it gives sufficient
leeway to the students to
enter it after that time,
subject to certain bare
minimum conditions, ex-
cept for the first year stu-
dents, who are yet not used
to the new environment
and the locality,” the court
observed. It also observed
that prima facie the gov-
ernment order was “a wel-
come step forward”.

“Therefore, I direct all
Principals and other au-
thorities concerned of the
medical colleges to act in
terms of the afore govern-

ment order with immedi-
ate effect,” Justice
Ramachandran said. The
university, on the other
hand, in its affidavit
claimed that “age of matu-
rity does not necessarily
bring in brain matura-
tion” and that there was
scientific evidence to sup-
port the hypothesis that
adolescent brain is “struc-
turally and functionally
vulnerable to environmen-
tal stresses, risky behav-
iour, drug addiction, im-
paired driving and unpro-
tected sex.”

“The development of
the prefrontal cortex of
the brain is very impor-
tant for complex behav-
ioral performance and the
development and matura-
tion of prefrontal cortex is
fully accomplished at the
age of 25 years.

“Considering the above
scientific facts, seeking ab-
solute freedom on attain-
ing the age of 18 may not
be appropriate and good
for the society,” the univer-
sity claimed.

The university also ar-
gued that since the peti-
tioners were medical stu-
dents whose classes start
at 8 AM, they require suffi-
cient sleep after every
day’s work.

“Sleepless nights and
nightlife are not meant for
the students and it is the
duty of the educational in-
stitution and the universi-
ty to frame regulations
contemplating sufficient
rest to the students. The
restrictions imposed are
not absolute and the ordi-
nance provides for the is-
suances of late passes
from the concerned per-

sons,” it has said in the af-
fidavit. It was also of the
view that discipline in a
hostel was of primary im-
portance and it was also
necessary to ensure the
safety and well-being of
the students living there
and for that there are regu-
lations in place.

Therefore, “opening up
the gates of hostels with-
out any regulation, would
be detrimental to the soci-
ety at large if the same is
done without a proper sci-
entific study”, it has said
in its affidavit.

The university also said
in its affidavit that the age
of adolescence was “too
risky to be handled” and
seeking absolute freedom,
which the petitioners may
not even get at their
homes, was not justifiable.

It urged the court to

strike a balance between
the “necessity to ensure
discipline in the hostel
and the needs of the stu-
dents”. Another argument
made by the university
was that unlike campuses
of engineering colleges or
management institutions,
which could be properly
secured, a medical college
campus is always open to
the public and thousands
of persons visit it each day.

“It is also a fact that
many medical college
campuses have bus servic-
es plying through it with
more than one bus stop in
the campus. Public roads
pass through campuses
and the hostels could be se-
cured and protected only
by having compound walls
around the hostel build-
ings,” it has said in its affi-
davit.
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‘Absolute freedom at 18 yrs inappropriate’ IISC-Bangalore develops ‘green’
tech to rid air filters of germs

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI):
India is set to usher in a
revolution in the global
fertiliser space with its
nano fertiliser technology
even as eight such produc-
tion plants will start func-
tioning in the country by
2025, Minister of
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya in-
formed Parliament on
Tuesday. Replying to
queries during the
Question Hour in the
Rajya Sabha, the minister
shared that fertiliser coop-
erative major IFFCO has
signed agreements with
two private sector firms

for setting up nano urea
production plants and one
unit has already begun op-
erations. On whether nan-
otechnology can be used
for producing other fer-
tilisers, Mandaviya said
several Indian scientists
and companies are mak-
ing efforts in this direc-
tion. “Nano Di-

Ammonium Phosphate
(DAP) has been prepared
and is currently in the in-
spection stage while the
related-research work has
been completed. The re-
quired parameters for it to
pass for inclusion in the
Fertiliser Control Order
are being studied. I believe
that in the coming days,
Nano DAP will also come,
Nano Zinc will come,
Nano Sulphur will come
and India will usher in a
revolution in the global
fertiliser sector,” the min-
ister said in the Upper
House. Mandaviya said
IFFCO can permit produc-
tion of nano fertiliser by
any private sector compa-
ny interested in establish-
ing a plant by charging
royalty.

‘India to usher in revolution
in global fertiliser space’

Mansukh Mandaviya

 With nano
technology



Acquit
GGoonnddaa:: A local MP-MLA
court has acquitted BJP
MP from Kaiserganj Brij
Bhushan Sharan Singh
and three others in a 29-
year-old case in which
they were accused of
attempting to murder for-
mer Uttar Pradesh minis-
ter Vinod Kumar Singh.

Cremated 
JJooddhhppuurr:: Hundreds gath-
ered to pay tribute to
Bhairon Singh Rathore, a
hero of the 1971 India-
Pakistan war, who was cre-
mated with full state hon-
ours in his ancestral village
here on Tuesday. Rathore,
whose bravery at
Rajasthan's Longewala post
inspired Bollywood film
"Border", breathed his last
at AIIMS here on Monday.

Seized
CChheennnnaaii:: Over 1,500
grams of Methaqualone
and 644 grams of Heroin
were seized at the airport
here and an Ugandan
national was arrested in
this connection, the
Customs department said
on Tuesday. With the
assistance of sniffer dog
'Orio', Customs authori-
ties retrieved the drugs
from the baggage of a
woman passenger who
arrived here from Addis
Ababa on December 18.

Spotted 
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Royal Bengal
Tiger was spotted in
Brahmaputra river near
the Raj Bhavan here on
Tuesday before it moved
away and took shelter
among large rocks of
Peacock island, a forest
official said. The big cat
was seen first by morning
walkers and boatmen in
the river and being pushed
by the current towards the
island, where the famous
Umananda temple devot-
ed to Lord Shiva, is locat-
ed atop a hillock.

Approved 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO)
approved the recombi-
nant nasal COVID-19 vac-
cine on September 5 this
year for those aged 18
years and above, Minister
of State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar told
the Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday.

Demand 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Lok Sabha
members on Tuesday
demanded that the gov-
ernment build more reha-
bilitation centres for drug
addicts instead of sending
them to jail. They also
sought the construction
of more sports complexes
to keep youngsters away
from substance abuse.
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Argentina soccer fans take part in
the victory procession celebrating

the team's victory in the FIFA
World Cup 2022 final in Qatar, in

Kolkata, Tuesday.

Low29 12High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 18,385.30   8
61,702.29   8SENSEX

GOLD 54,878

SILVER 69,540

Raipur, Dec 20: 

Health Minister T S
Singh Deo, who is locked
in a power tussle with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, has said that he
will decide about his fu-
ture ahead of the state
Assembly elections which
are due in 2023.

The opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party
shared a video of his com-
ments on Tuesday and
said Singh Deo should not
delay his next move.

Talking to reporters in
Surajpur district on
Monday, the minister
said, "I will take a deci-
sion about my future
ahead of the elections. As
of now, I have not thought
about it."

Asked about a section of
party workers `wanting'
to see him as chief minis-
ter, Singh Deo said, "It is
up to the workers. It is up

to them to decide what
they want to work on."

Chief minister Baghel
claimed elsewhere that
the media was distorting
his cabinet colleague's re-
marks.

"He (Singh Deo) said he
will decide about fighting
elections in future. You
are deliberately twisting
his statement Every
leader asks his supporters
before entering into the
election fray and Baba (as
Singh Deo is fondly
called) said nothing

wrong. Even I ask my sup-
porters before contesting
an election," Baghel said.

BJP leader and former
minister Rajesh Munat
shared a video of Singh
Deo's statement on
Twitter and said "At last
his pain spilled out in the
open. When this 'chingari'

(spark) will turn into an
explosive and explode,
only time can tell."

Tagging Singh Deo in
the tweet, Munat further
said, "Maharaj! Sonia-
Rahul ji could not take a
decision even after 2.5
years. But now after four
years if you have to take a
decision, then there
should be no delay."

In July this year Singh
Deo gave up his
Panchayat and Rural
Development department,
indicating his resentment
over not getting the CM's
post, though he continued
to hold his other four port-
folios.

As per Singh Deo's sup-
porters, it was decided
when the Congress came
to power in 2018 that he
would be made chief min-
ister for half the term.
But the party leadership
has denied that any such
deal was struck.

‘Will decide about
future before elections’

Bijapur, Dec 20 (PTI): 

A Maoist was killed in
an encounter with securi-
ty personnel in Bijapur
district on Tuesday, a po-
lice official said.

The gunfight took place
at around 10 am in a forest
between Perowada and
Timenar villages under
Mirtur police station lim-
its when a joint team of
the District Reserve Guard
and the Special Task Force
was out on an anti-Maoist
operation, Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P told
PTI.

The operation was
launched based on the in-
puts about the presence of
members of the
Bhairamgarh area com-
mittee of Maoists in
Mirtur area, located more
than 400 km from the state
capital Raipur, he said.

The gun-battle broke out
when the patrolling team
was advancing through
the forest near Perowada
and Timenar villages, he

said. After the exchange of
fire stopped, the body of a
Maoist along with a
weapon was recovered
from the spot, the IG said.

The identity of the
killed Maoist was yet to be
ascertained, he said,
adding the search opera-
tion was still underway in
the area.

On November 26 this
year, four Maoists were
gunned down by security
personnel in the district's
Mirtur area.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The global trajectory of monkey-

pox continues to show a declin-

ing trend since mid-August,

Minister of State for Health

Bharati Pravin Pawar told the

Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

Most cases detected till date

have been mild and treatment

for the disease remains largely

supportive, Pawar said in writ-

ten reply to a question.

According to the WHO, investi-

gational drugs are used in some

countries in clinical research

settings only. In terms of build-

ing diagnostic capacities for dis-

ease diagnosis, 20 ICMR-net-

work laboratories have been

operationalised across the coun-

try for testing of monkeypox.

"While the World Health

Organization (WHO) declared

outbreak of monkeypox disease

as a public health emergency of

international concern on July 23,

2022, the global trajectory of

monkeypox continues to show a

declining trend since mid-

August, 2022," she said.

Raipur, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment is considering
bringing in tigers from
neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh and releasing
them in Achanakmar
Tiger Reserve (ATR) and
Barnawapara wildlife
sanctuary in the state, an
official said on Tuesday.

A proposal in this re-
gard was approved in a
meeting of the state's
Wildlife Board chaired by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his official resi-
dence here on Monday, the
official from the state pub-
lic relations department
said.

The proposal was sub-
mitted by the Global Tiger
Forum (GTF), an inter-
governmental internation-
al body working exclusive-

ly for conservation of
tigers, he said. The tiger
augmentation plan aims to
bring big cats from
Madhya Pradesh and re-
lease them in ATR in
Mungeli district, which
shares a border with
Kanha Tiger Reserve of
the neighbouring state, he
said. Water sources and
grasslands have been de-
veloped to increase the
population of herbivorous
animals, which serve as a
prey base in tiger reserves,
the official said.

According to forest offi-
cials, Achanakmar was
recognised as a tiger re-
serve in 2009 and before
that the population of
tigers there was 27.

As per the 2010 census,
the number dropped to 18
and it further declined to
12 in 2011, they said.

While there is no exact
record of the big cat popu-
lation in ATR at present,
five to six tigers have been
spotted in tracking cam-
eras, officials said.

In the meeting, in-prin-
ciple consent was also
given to a proposal to rein-
troduce big cats in
Barnawapara Sanctuary
of Balodabazar district,
where they were last sight-
ed in 2010, the public rela-
tions official said.

Under the Tiger
Reintroduction and
Conservation Plan in
Barnawapara, a habitat
suitability report will be
prepared and the plan will
be launched after receiv-
ing approval from the
National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA), New Delhi, he
said.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Amid a sudden spurt in
COVID-19 cases in Japan,
South Korea, Brazil, China
and the US, the central
government on Tuesday
urged all states and Union
territories to gear up the
whole genome sequencing
of positive samples to keep
track of emerging vari-
ants.

In a letter to states and
UTs, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said such an exercise will
enable timely detection of
newer variants, if any, cir-
culating in the country
and will facilitate under-
taking of requisite public
health measures.

He highlighted that
India with its focus on the
five-fold strategy of test-
track-treat-vaccination
and adherence to Covid-

appropriate behaviour has
been able to restrict the
transmission of the coron-
avirus and is having
around 1,200 cases on a
weekly basis.

Public health challenge
of COVID-19 still persists
around the world with
around 35 lakh cases re-
ported weekly, Bhushan
said. In his letter, he also
referred to the operational
guidelines for revised sur-
veillance strategy in con-
text of COVID- 19 issued
by the ministry in June
this year. It calls for early
detection, isolation, test-
ing, and timely manage-
ment of suspected and
confirmed cases to detect
and contain outbreaks of
new SARS-CoV-2 variants.

"Therefore, monitoring
the trends of existing vari-
ants is of crucial impor-
tance," he said.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Centre has allowed
the states to use the State
Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) to provide ex-gratia
assistance of Rs 50,000 to the
next of kin of those who
have succumbed to COVID-
19, Lok Sabha was informed
on Tuesday. Union Minister
of State for Home Nityanand
Rai said as per the national
policy on disaster manage-
ment, the primary responsi-
bility for disaster manage-
ment, including disbursal of
relief assistance to the affect-
ed people, rests with the state
governments concerned.

He said the state govern-
ments undertake relief
measures in the wake of nat-
ural disasters with help from
the SDRF, already placed at
their disposal, in accordance
with the Government of

India's approved norms. Rai
said keeping in view the
spread of coronavirus in
India and the declaration of
COVID-19 as pandemic by
the World Health
Organisation (WHO), by way
of a special onetime dispen-
sation, the central govern-
ment has allowed the states
to use SDRF towards con-
tainment measures for the fi-
nancial years 2019-20, 2020-21
and 2021-22.

"Further, based on the
guidelines issued by
National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA), under section
12(iii) of the Disaster
Management Act, 2005, on
September 11, 2021, the cen-
tral government had allowed
the states to use the SDRF to
provide ex-gratia assistance
of Rs 50,000 to the next of kin
of the deceased due to
COVID-19," he said replying
to a written question.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

A Parliamentary panel
on Tuesday asked the civil
aviation ministry to expe-
ditiously formulate a sea-
plane policy and also in-
struct airports as well as
airlines to provide assis-
tance to differently-abled
people to board an air-
craft.

The recommendations
are part of the report
tabled by the department-
related Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

Transport, Tourism and
Culture.

In March this year, the
ministry launched the
Small Aircraft Scheme
(SAS), which includes the
operation of seaplanes.

However, the committee
noted that the seaplane
policy has not yet been fi-
nalised.

"The committee, there-
fore, reiterates its recom-
mendation that a seaplane
policy may be formulated
expeditiously in consulta-
tion with various stake-

holders, which will pro-
vide last-mile air connec-
tivity to the common peo-
ple living in far-flung and
remote areas of the coun-
try," it said.

Chaired by YSR
Congress member V
Vijayasai Reddy, the panel
submitted the report on
the action taken by the
government on the recom-
mendations/ observations
made by the panel in an
earlier report on the min-
istry's demand for grants
for 2022-23.

Nagpur, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
has ordered status quo on
a decision taken by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde,
when he was a minister in
the erstwhile Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment, of allotting land
meant for slum dwellers to
private persons, a ruling
that prompted the
Opposition to demand the
CM's resignation and hold
protests in the legislature
complex here on Tuesday.

The HC order provided
ammunition to Opposition
members to target the
Shinde-Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) dispensation
during the ongoing winter
session of the state legisla-
ture in Nagpur, but Deputy

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis stoutly defended
the government in the
Council and denied any
wrongdoing on part of the
CM.

A division bench of
Justices Sunil Shukre and
M W Chandwani of the

HC's Nagpur bench, in its
order passed on December
14, noted that the court
since 2004 has been moni-
toring the land allotments
made by the Nagpur
Improvement Trust (NIT)
to politicians and other in-
fluential individuals.

This was after a petition
was filed by Nagpur-based
social activist Anil
Wadpalliwar, alleging the
NIT, a local planning au-
thority constituted under
the state government's
urban development de-
partment, gave away land
to politicians and others at
meagre rates.

On December 14, the
bench was informed by
amicus curie (appointed
by court to assist) advocate
Anand Parchure that
Shinde, during his tenure
as the urban development
minister in the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment (November 2019 to
June 2022) directed the
NIT to give away land ac-
quired for a housing
scheme for slum dwellers
to 16 private persons.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Till December 14, 4.21
crore hospital admissions
worth Rs 49,468.60 crore had
been authorised under the
Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana,
Minister of State for Health
Bharati Pravin Pawar said
on Tuesday.

Launched in 2018, AB
PM-JAY is the largest pub-
licly funded health insur-
ance scheme which pro-
vides a health cover of Rs 5
lakh per family per year for
secondary and tertiary care
hospitalisation to 10.74
crore poor and vulnerable
families. "As on December
14, under AB PM-JAY, 4.21
crore hospital admissions

worth Rs 49,468.60 crore
have been authorised,
which contributes to direct-
ly reduce the out-of-pocket
expenditure of the public,"
Pawar said in a written
reply in Rajya Sabha.

Under the National
Health Mission (NHM), the
flagship programme of the
government, many steps
have been taken towards
supporting the state gov-
ernments in providing ac-
cessible and affordable
healthcare to people, he
said. Financial and techni-
cal support is provided to
states and union territories
to provide accessible, af-
fordable and quality health-
care, especially to the poor
and vulnerable sections of
the population, in both
urban and rural areas.

T S Singh Deo

Chief minister Baghel
claimed elsewhere that the
media was distorting his cab-
inet colleague's remarks. "He
(Singh Deo) said he will
decide about fighting elec-
tions in future. You are delib-
erately twisting his state-
ment Every leader asks his
supporters before entering
into the election fray and
Baba (as Singh Deo is fondly
called) said nothing wrong.
Even I ask my supporters
before contesting an elec-
tion," Baghel said.

What CM said.....

Monkeypox
declining
globally’ 

̈ Since mid-August

Maoist killed in encounter 
̈ With police

The gunfight took place at
around 10 am on Tuesday in a
forest between Perowada and
Timenar villages under Mirtur
police station limits when a
joint team of the District
Reserve Guard and the
Special Task Force was out on
an anti-Maoist operation. The
operation was launched based
on the inputs about the pres-
ence of members of the
Bhairamgarh area committee
of Maoists in Mirtur area.
After the exchange of fire
stopped, the body of a Maoist
along with a weapon was
recovered from the spot.

About the encounter

SPURT IN COVID CASES IN US, CHINA

‘Increase genome sequencing
of positive samples’

TIGER CONSERVATION PLAN

State Govt plans to bring tigers from
MP for ATR, Barnawapara sanctuary

Ex-gratia of Rs 50,000
approved for next of kin
̈ Of COVID-19 victims

MILLET YEAR CELEBRATION

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, Congress MP Mallikarjun Kharge and
others at a lunch hosted in Parliament where millet dishes were served to mark the Millet Year 2023, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

PAR PANEL SUGGESTION

‘Seaplane policy to boost
last mile air connectivity’

4.21 cr hospital admissions
authorised under PM-JAY
̈ Till Dec 14

Shinde ‘lands’ in trouble over Uddhav govt-era decision

Members of the Opposition bloc MVA latched on the HC ruling and
staged demonstrations in the legislature complex in Nagpur against
the state government. They accused the Shinde-BJP government of
being corrupt and demanded the resignation of the Chief Minister,
who assumed the top office in June after the collapse of the MVA
government following a revolt by a section of Shiv Sena MLAs.

Deputy Chief Minister Fadnavis said in the Legislative Council that
their government does not give costly plots at lower rates to any-
one. However, the Upper House proceedings were adjourned for the
day after arguments between members of the Opposition and ruling
parties over the matter.

CM must go: Oppn

Fadnavis defends Govt

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Ministry of
Tourism has decided to
shut down its seven over-
seas offices tasked with
promotional activities by
March 31 next year.

At present, the ministry
runs tourism offices in
London, Tokyo, Beijing,
Dubai, Singapore, New
York and Frankfurt.

An office memorandum,
issued by under secretary
Rajesh Kumar, reads, "The
undersigned is directed to
intimate that as per the ap-
proval of the competent
authority, Ministry of
Tourism has decided to
wind up all the overseas
Indian Tourism offices be-
fore March 31, 2023."

Govt to wind
up overseas

tourism offices
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Bhilai, Dec 20: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has announced
that the state government
would adopt the child
Annu Dewangan, who lost
her parents in the
Kumhari Flyover mishap.
From his personal twitter
handle, CM Baghel tweet-
ed, “the orphaned child is
now the responsibility of
all of us. We have decided
to adopt this child. Now
the child is the responsi-
bility of the government”.
The sensitive approach of
the Chief Minister is
being appreciated across
various social media plat-
forms.

It needs to be mentioned
here that 12-year-old Annu
Dewangan had lost her
parents in a freak accident
which occurred at the
under construction flyover
at Kumhari on December
10. Annu with her parents
Aajuram Dewangan and
Nirmala Dewangan, resi-
dents of Changorabhata,
Raipur, had come to attend
a marriage at village

Janjgiri on their moped
bearing registration num-
ber CG04-NV-5125. Around
20:40 hrs on Dec 10, they
were returning back home
on the moped. Near

Kumhari Square, they
took the flyover route as
there was no barricade,
stopper or diversion sign.
Due to lack of street light-
ing arrangements, the

rider failed to assess the
dead end on the flyover
and the family fell off the
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge. Police team rushed
them to the hospital where
Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan were declared
brought-dead. The child
Annu Dewangan was ad-
mitted to AIIMS Raipur
for better treatment.

Later on the interven-
tion of the District
Administration, the
Construction Company
provided Rs 15 lakh to the
orphaned child. An FIR
has also been lodged under
sections 337, 304 of IPC
against the responsible of-
ficials of Royal Infra
Company following the
death of a couple in a
mishap at the under con-
struction flyover.

The contract conditions
for the construction of the
flyover included taking
care of all safety aspects.
The negligence of the
company on the safety is-
sues led to the serious acci-
dent.

State Govt to adopt the child
orphaned in Kumhari Flyover mishap Bhilai, Dec 20: 

Preparations have been
completed for the mega
employment fair in the
district. Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi re-
viewed the preparations
during the time limit
meeting on Tuesday. She
said that applicants from
all over the state will gath-
er in this fair. The process
of their registration
should be completed on
time at the venue. Since
this is the biggest ever em-
ployment event, a large
number of youths are ex-
pected to gather. This fair
will be held at two venues.
Employers from six sec-
tors each will conduct the
recruitments at each
venue. The venue of the
event has been kept at
Livelihood College and
Government ITI, Power
House Bhilai. The
Additional Collector also
gave instructions to pro-
vide the facility of mobile
medical van at the site.
Along with this, the corpo-
ration officials were di-
rected to provide drinking
water and other necessary

facilities. It needs to be
mentioned here that more
than 70 employers are par-
ticipating in this mega
fair. Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka said that the
team of data entry opera-
tors had worked during
Agniveer recruitment.
Their work was very good
and hence their services
should be taken during the
job fair also. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan, Durg
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Laxman
Tiwari and other district
level officers were present
in the meeting.

More than 42000 job op-
portunities will be avail-
able in this job fair. The
special aspect is that new
career options like logis-

tics and hospitality are
also open here. Deputy
Director Manpower
Planning informed that
state level officials contact-
ed reputed employers
across the country and in-
vited them. This is a very
good opportunity when
people will get a chance to
create employment in a
campus itself.

The Additional
Collector also reviewed
the action taken on the ap-
plications received during
Jandarshan. She said that
all the applications should
be resolved within the
time limit and with quali-
ty. She said that the dis-
trict level officer himself
should meet the applicants
on the spot and after exam-
ining the facts, resolve the

matter effectively. On
December 22, district level
Prashasan Tumhar Dwar
camp will be organized at
Karanja. For this camp,
applications should be col-
lected well in advance so
that citizens can be in-
formed about the status of
disposal of their applica-
tions on the spot.

Additional Collector
said that all the offices
have to be maintained
properly. Files have to be
stored in an orderly man-
ner. Files should be
marked and listed proper-
ly so that they can be easi-
ly obtained at the time of
need. Table rotation of em-
ployees should be conduct-
ed for employees who are
working at the same table
for a long time.

Stage all set for Mega Job Fair; Additional
Collector reviews preparations

Bhilai, Dec 20: 

Important personalities
from all walks of the soci-
ety collected at the Peace
Auditorium, Sector-07 to
pay tributes to Rajyogini
Brahmakumari Kamla
Didi at the remembrance
programme organised
under the auspices of
Prajapita Brahmakumari
I s h w a r i y a
Vishwavidyalaya.

While narrating the
reminiscences of
Rajyogini Kamala Didi,
President of Religious
Service Division,
B r a h m a k u m a r i
Manorama Didi, who
came all the way from
Prayagraj, said that
Bhilai is a holy land
where the seed of divine
knowledge was sown by
Kamala Behenji, which
today has become a huge

tree giving cool shade of
peace to countless people.

She further added that
the colour of spirituality
in the soil of
Chhattisgarh is the result
of Kamala didi’s untiring
services. God is an ocean
of love but his direct form
was Kamala Behenji. It
was under her guidance
and blessing that the re-
treat centre “Shanti
Sarovar” was established
in Raipur after the inter-
national headquarters in
Mount Abu. Shanti
Shikhar in Atal Nagar
(New Raipur), Rajyog
Bhavan in Bhilai,
Antardasha Bhavan, and
several service centers
were established under
her guidance in
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and
many other places in
Rajasthan.

Brahmakumari Prachi

didi, narrating her mem-
oirs towards Rajyogini
Kamala Behenji, said that
she was in charge of the
entire zone, but there was
no feeling of in charge in
her and she was always
supportive as an elder sis-
ter and mother.

Sharing her experience
of 50 years with Kamala
Behenji, Director of
Bhilai Seva Kendras,
Brahma Kumari Asha
Didi said that from the
age of 15, she kept getting
guidance from Kamala
Behenji, which continued
till now, even further, her
subtle inspiration will
help move forward. She
never had the feeling of
taking from anyone, al-
ways had the feeling of
giving. She never had any
attachment to any person
or thing and always re-
mained unique and loved

by God. The foundation of
Rajyog Bhawan in this
city of Bhilai Sector 7 was
established with her de-

termination. Kamala
Behenji used to say that
one should never lose hap-
piness, should always re-

main positive in life with
honesty and cleanliness.
Under her guidance spiri-
tual knowledge was
spread in more than 65
villages of the tribal areas
of Bastar.

Chief Regional
Coordinator BK Hema
Didi, who came from
Indore, narrating her
memoirs with Kamala
Behenji, said that her life
was transparent, truthful,
inside and outside the
same. There was success
in her powerful resolu-
tions, as a result of which
today we all are seeing
such a big gathering.
Even in the last stages of
her age, she tirelessly con-
tinued to do divine servic-
es.

B h i l a i - b o r n
Brahmakumari Savita
Didi, who is currently
serving Raipur narrating

her experience of 35 years
with Kamala Didi, told
since the age of 18 years
she has been in the serv-
ice of Raipur with
Kamala Didi.

Throwing light on the
personality of Rajyogini
Kamala Didi, former cabi-
net minister Prem
Prakash Pandey said that
all the MLAs of the newly
elected Chhattisgarh
Vidhansabha are invited
for Rajyoga meditation
and Brahma Bhojan at
Shanti Sarovar, and this
tradition continues even
today. Praising the
Brahmakumaris organi-
zation and the sisters, he
said that even strangers
become attached because
of the affection of the sis-
ters. After the formation
of the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, the
party, the opposition and

the entire cabinet went to
Mount Abu, the interna-
tional headquarters, in
the company of
Brahmakumari Kamala
Didi.

President Food, Public
Health and Sanitation
Department councillor
Lakshmi Pati Raju, digni-
taries from all walks of
life and a large number of
Brahmavats from Bhilai,
Durg, Patan, Jamgaon,
Dallirajhara, Daundi
Lohara, Nandani
Ahiwara, Bemetara, Utai
expressed affection, love
and paid emotional trib-
utes. On this occasion, the
memoirs related to the life
of Rajyogini
Brahmakumari Kamala
Didi ji and pictures of the
time of construction of
Bhilai Rajyog Bhavan
were shown in the projec-
tor through video.

Tributes paid to Rajyogini Brahmakumari Kamala Didi 

Bhilai, Dec 20: Durg Rural
assembly constituency
level MLA Trophy Cricket
Tournament was inaugu-
rated at Gandhi Bhantha
ground of Anda village on
Tuesday. The chief guest of
the inauguration ceremo-
ny, MLA and Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu formally inaugurated
the tournament.

Durg Rural assembly
level MLA trophy cricket
competition has been or-
ganized for the first time.
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu reached
Gandhi Bhantha Khel
Ground of Anda village.
He tried his hands on the
cricket bat to formally in-
augurate the tournament.
Then he met the players of
the inaugural match and
greeted them. He unveiled
the dress of different teams

which were provided to the
players by the organizing
committee. Congress
leader Digvijay Sinha wel-
comed the chief guest
Tamradhwaj Sahu.
Addressing the program,
Chief Guest Tamradhwaj
Sahu said that after this
tournament, they are also
going to organize assembly
level Chhattisgarhi
Olympic Games for the
first time. He congratulat-

ed youth leader Digvijay
Sinha along with his team
for this event. Patron of the
tournament, Harsh Sahu
congratulated all the teams
and said that the players
should perform well with
sports spirit. The game
should be played with the
spirit of sportsmanship, he
said. District Panchayat
President Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, Kesh Kala Board
Chhattisgarh Government

Chairman Nandkumar
Sen, Vice President Labour
Welfare Board Keshav
Bunty Harmukh, General
Secretary Pradesh
Congress Committee
Jitendra Sahu, Member
Mandi Board Tarkeshwar
Chandrakar, President
District Panchayat Durg
Devendra Deshmukh,
Municipal Corporation
Risali Mayor Shashi Sinha,
Chairman Keshav

Banchore, Vice President
District Panchayat (Durg)
Jhamit Gaikwad, Yogita
Chandrakar (Agriculture
Chairman District
Panchayat Durg), Harsh
Sahu, Mukund Parkar
(President Sarpanch
Sangh), Manish
Chandrakar (Janpad
Member), Umadevi
Chandrakar (Sarpanch
Gram Panchayat Anda),
Sarpanchs of different vil-
lages, Councillors and
Aldermen of Risali
Municipal Corporation,
members of Rajiv Yuva
Mitan Club were present.
On the first day of the com-
petition, the inaugural
match was played between
Pauwara and Anjora in
which the Anjora team
won the match. 64 teams
are participating in this
competition.

Home Minister inaugurates MLA Trophy cricket tournament 

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2200:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant that produces high
strength TMT Bars with earth-
quake and corrosion resistant
properties for use in big proj-
ects of national importance
has in recent times been sup-
plying TMT Bars for use in
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail (MAHSR) project,
famous as bullet train project.
In the month of December
2022, SAIL-BSP rolled out 4000
Tonnes of TMT bars in 9 metre
length in 16 mm diameter from
its modern Bar & Rod Mill out
of which more than 3000 T
have been supplied to meet
specific length requirement of
high speed bullet train project. 
The MAHSR project is mostly
elevated. Work for the MAHSR
project includes viaducts and
bridges, maintenance depot,

tunnels, earth structures and
stations. Steel and concrete
are the most important materi-
al used for any construction
project of such dimensions. 
More than 70,000 Tonnes of
earthquake-resistant TMT Bars
in 500D grade and different
dimensions have already been
supplied by SAIL-BSP for
MAHSR project. The EQR 500D
grade TMT bars supplied for
the MAHSR project have been
rolled by the Plant’s modern
Bar & Rod Mill. It is worth men-
tioning that this is the third

time BRM has rolled and sup-
plied this grade of earthquake-
resistant (EQR) TMT Bars in
the required 9 metre length for
the project. SAIL-BSP’s TMT
Bars are being used in con-
struction of piers and girders
that will support the load-bear-
ing capacity of the steel
bridges as also for various
other structures of the MAHSR
project.  SAIL-Bhilai has been
supplying steel for dams, ther-
mal, hydro-electric & nuclear
power projects, bridges,
expressways, flyovers, tunnels

and highrise buildings all over
the country. Some landmark
projects where SAIL-BSP steel
have been used for construc-
tion activity include Bandra
Worli Sea Link Bridge, Statue
of Unity, Agra expressway on
which fighter planes have land-
ed and in several bridges &
tunnels in North and North-
East India. High speed trains
on MAHSR will operate at a
speed of 320 km/hr covering a
distance of 508 km and 12 sta-
tions. At least 475 km length of
the project will be viaduct
(River/Road/Rail) while about
26 km will be in eight tunnels.
Other earth structures will be
about 7 km long. There will be
12 stations and three depots in
the project. The overall length
of the project in Maharashtra is
156 km and 348 km in Gujarat.

BSP supplies fresh lot of Specified 9 Metre
Length TMT Bars for MAHSR Project

Bhilai, Dec 20: People re-
siding in “Kusht Basti” of
Gautam Nagar area will no
longer have to go far to get
ration. Now they will be
able to take ration in their
own ward. On the initia-
tives of Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav, a new
building of a government
ration shop has been con-
structed for the ward resi-
dents in their own ward.
This Ration Shop was inau-
gurated on Tuesday. Now
people living in Kusht
Basti will get ration from
this shop and now they will
not have to visit another
ward for ration. It needs to
be mentioned here that
MLA Devendra Yadav has
been visiting different
wards of the municipal

corporation regularly. He
interacts with the people
and inquires about their
well being. He makes ef-
forts to resolve the prob-
lems of the people. In this
episode, MLA Devendra
Yadav had visited Gautam
Nagar ward some time
back. During interaction
with the people, he came to
know that there is no gov-
ernment ration shop in
their ward. The locals have

to travel a long distance to
get ration. Taking a serious
note over this issue, MLA
Devendra Yadav issued or-
ders to construct a new
government ration shop
building.

The building has now
been constructed and was
inaugurated by the senior
citizens of the ward. Ward
residents expressed grati-
tude towards MLA
Devendra Yadav.

Residents of “Kusht Basti” will
now get ration in their locality 

Bhilai, Dec 20: As per the
notification received from
NAAC Bangalore, St
Thomas College is accred-
ited with A Grade. NAAC
peer team visited the col-
lege on December 15-16,
2022. In this evaluation
process College scored 3.08
CGPA and got A grade.
The Chairman of this visit
was Professor Suhas
Pednekar, Vice Chancellor
University of Mumbai.
Other members were
Professor Pramod Kumar

from Agra and Dr Pargat
Sigh Garcha from
Ludhiana. On this
achievement Dr Aruna
Palta, Vice Chancellor
Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg and other
officials congratulated St
Thomas College, Bhilai.

Manager Bishop of the
college His Grace Alexios
Mar Eusebius congratulat-
ed and gave his blessings
to all the staff, students,
alumni and parents and
wished for better perform-

ance of the college in
coming future. Former

Administrator of college
Rt Rev George Mathew
Ramban and Former
Bishop Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius also congratu-
lated all the staff members
for the commendable re-
sult.

Administrator of col-
lege Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese congratulated
the college family and said
that the college is dedicat-
ed for quality education
and overall development
of students. Principal of
the College Dr MG
Roymon congratulated all
the professors and staff
members and said that in
this achievement the hard
work of all the employees
and outstanding perform-
ance of students played an
important

St Thomas College accredited with A Grade BSP’s Blast
Furnaces, LDCP &

OHP set new records
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  2200:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has created several records
on December 19-20, 2022. The
Plant’s Blast Furnaces created a
new day record in coal dust injec-
tion with 2591 Tonnes of coal
dust injected on December 19,
2022, surpassing the previous
best of 2586 Tonnes of coal dust
injected on November 30, 2022.
The LDCP collective recorded
best ever daily dispatch of 2496
Tonnes of Lime & Calcined
Dolomite to Steel Melting Shops
& Sinter Plants on Dec 19, 2022,
surpassing previous best of 2439
T on November 30, 2022. Best
ever supply of 2496 Tonnes on
December 19 included 785 T to
SMS-2, 1195 T to SMS-3, 516 T to
SPs.  On December 20, the Plant’s
Ore Handling Plant (OHP) record-
ed maximum wagon unloading in
a shift. As many as 275 wagons
were unloaded in ‘A’ shift of
December 20, surpassing previ-
ous best of 270 wagons in B shift
of December 03, 2022.  



X’MAS TABLEAU

A small tableau depicting excerpts from stories of Lord Jesus Christ is on display
prior to Christmas celebrations here on Tuesday.

Dr Manju Singh gets MCh degree in
Principles of Breast Oncoplasty

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2200::  Dr Manju Singh,
Head of Department of Surgery
at Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Raipur has
completed three year
degree course MCh in
Principles of Breast
Oncoplasty from the
University of East
Anglia. 

‘When I started this
course three years ago,
only MRM (Modified Radical
Mastectomy - a surgical proce-
dure to remove breasts) was
done in severe breast diseases.
The concept of oncoplasty was
new to us. Then I started attend-
ing many conferences related to

Oncoplasty and realized that
Oncoplasty would be beneficial
for women with breast cancer.
But being a professor in the sur-

gery department, it was
a bit difficult to convince
people about the bene-
fits of Oncoplasty. So I
decided to pursue
degree in this field for
enhancement of my
competency and com-

pleted three year degree course
in Principles of Breast
Oncoplasty MCh from University
of East Anglia (UK). I am now
doing Master in Breast
Oncoplasty at Chhattisgarh’,
said Dr Manju Singh.

Preparations started for the meetings
of G-20 countries in Raipur

RRaaiippuurr,,  OOcctt  2200::  Administrative
preparations have been started in
connection with the arrangement
of the fourth Permanent Finance
Working Group meeting of the pro-
posed G-20 countries in
September 2023 in Raipur. Today,
a meeting of the State Level
Coordination Committee consti-
tuted for coordinating the
arrangements for the G-20 meet-
ings was held under the chairman-
ship of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhavan. In the meeting,
a detailed discussion was held
with the officials for the arrange-
ments of meetings of the G-20
countries. Officers have been
appointed as nodal officers at the
state level for G-20 meeting. In
this, Mr. Anbalagan P., Secretary,
Culture and Tourism Department,
has been made the nodal officer
for the arrangements for G-20
meetings. Similarly, Commissioner
Public Relations Mr. Dipanshu
Kabra, Managing Director
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board, Mr.
Anil Kumar Sahu and State
Protocol Officer Mr. Arvind Singh
have been appointed as Officer-in-
Charge for protocol arrangements.
IG Raipur Range Mr. Ajay Yadav
and Joint Secretary of Home
Department Mr. Abhijit Singh have
been made in-charge of Security
and Traffic and Protocol. Officer-

in-charge of Raipur City Sprucing
System, Director, Urban
Administration Mr. Eiyaz Fakirbhai
Tamboli and Municipal
Corporation Commissioner, Mr.
Mayank Chaturvedi have been
appointed. Managing Director
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board Mr.
Anil Kumar Sahu has been made
officer-in-charge for tour and
Indian experience for the guests
attending the G-20 meeting.
Commissioner Public Relations Mr.
Dipanshu Kabra and Director
Public Relations, Mr. Saumil
Ranjan Choubey have been made
in-charge of the promotion and
branding of G-20 meetings.
Chhattisgarh Resident
Commissioner, New Delhi, Mr. Ajit
Basant and Director Village
Industries, Mr. Arun Prasad have
been made in-charge of arranging
gifts and souvenirs etc. to the
guests. Director Culture. Mr. Vivek
Acharya has been made in charge
of cultural programs during the
days of G-20 meetings. The Chief
Secretary has directed the state

nodal officers to coordinate with
the nodal officers appointed by the
Government of India for the G-20
meetings. He has instructed the
nodal officers to ensure prepara-
tions for all the arrangements
from now itself. The Chief
Secretary instructed the officers
to prepare for training of various
officers related to security and
traffic system. Instructions have
been given to plant and decorate
the route through which the guest
representatives of G-20 countries
will travel. In the same way,
instructions were given to the offi-
cers of the Urban Administration
Department to display culture and
diversity, to make necessary
preparations for artistic painting
and beautification work on the
walls of the roadsides. Similarly,
before G-20 meetings, discussions
and seminars were organized in
institutions like IIMs, AIIMS and
Triple IITs to prepare for the dis-
semination of the G-20 logo theme
and to increase awareness about
the G-20 theme. 

Mega job fair on 22nd for applicants who applied online
Raipur, Dec 20: An em-
ployment fair is being or-
ganized on December 22
from 10:30 am to 4 pm under
the guidance of District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center Raipur for the appli-
cants who have applied on-
line against 46 thousand 616
posts.

The Deputy Director of

the District Employment
Department has informed
that applicants who sent
the details of their educa-
tional and technical qualifi-
cations and personal infor-
mation through the online
Google form, can visit any
one of the venues-
Government ITI Saddu,
Livelihood College-Jora
and Girls Polytechnic

College, Raipur-on above
mentioned date to attend
the interview process.

Twenty eight employers
will be present in
Livelihood College Jora,
while 25 employers will be
present in Government ITI
Saddu and 15 employers
will be present in
Government Girls
Polytechnic.

FIR be registered against illegal sand 

mining and transportation: Collector
Raipur, Dec 20: The dis-
trict administration has
decided to take stern ac-
tion on illegal mining and
transportation of sand,
morrum and pebbles in
the district. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure, in the
weekly meeting of the
time limit today, gave in-
structions to the officers to
lodge reports against
those involved in illegal
mining and transporta-
tion of sand, morrum and
pebbles. The Collector in-
structed the officers to reg-
ister FIR against those car-
rying out illegal mining
from either closed mines
or mines being run with-
out tender or sanction of
lease. He instructed to

seize and confiscate the ve-
hicles and machines en-
gaged in illegal mining
and transportation. The
Collector gave special in-
structions to all Executive
Magistrates and officers of
the Mineral Department,
including sub-divisional
revenue officers of
Abhanpur, Arang and
Tilda areas, to take strict
action against illegal min-
ing and transportation in

coordination with the po-
lice.

The meeting was attend-
ed by district panchayat
chief executive officer
Akash Chhikara, Raipur
municipal commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi, assis-
tant collector Jayant
Nahata, additional collec-
tor NR Sahu, additional
collectors BB Panchbhai
and BC Sahu, all SDMs
and departmental officers.

Study Circle team defeats Patiala by 6 wickets
in Sikh Premier League match

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 20: Shahid
Bhai Tharu Singh Study
Circle Raipur defeated
Sikh-e-Punjab Patiala by
6 wickets in the match
played here under the
14th Sikh Premier
League 2022 Cricket tour-
nament.

Electing to bat first
after winning the toss,
the Patiala team could
manage to score just 102
runs in 20 overs match. In
reply, the host Raipur
Study Circle team scored

the required runs in 16.4
overs losing just 4 wick-

ets. Randeep Singh
scored 43 runs from 36

balls with the help of 6
fours to ensure victory
for the team. In the sec-
ond match, Chandigarh
Singhs XI defeated
Telangana team by 12
runs in a close encounter
here. Chandigarh team
scored 170 runs with the
help of maximum 55 runs
scored by Harjinder
Singh with the help of 3
sixes and 6 fours. In reply,
the Telangana team could
not score the required
runs even after a quick
fire 53 runs scored by
Navdeep Singh.

Chh’garh bowlers restrict Services
to 213 runs in Ranji match

Raipur, Dec 20: Ravi
Kiran claimed 5 wickets to
help Chhattisgarh restrict
Services to 213 runs in the
first innings of the Ranji
Trophy Cricket match
being organized under the
aegis of BCCI at Air Force
Complex Cricket Stadium
Palam New Delhi.

Electing to bat first after
winning the toss, the
Services team could man-
age to score just 213 runs
in first innings against
Chhattisgarh. Anshul
Gupta scored maximum
71 runs for the team
whereas Devendra

Locheb also scored 53
runs for the team. Ravi
Kiran was the most suc-
cessful bowler for
Chhattisgarh team as he
claimed 5 wickets for 44
runs in his 15 overs spell.
Ajay Mondal also claimed
3 wickets for just 20 runs.

At close of play,
Chhattisgarh had scored 9
runs without losing any
wicket in 3 overs of bat-
ting left for the day.
Openers Rishabh Tiwari
(3 runs) and Sanidhya
Hurkat (6 runs) were un-
beaten at close of play on
day one.

MLAs submit more than 700
Questions for Winter Session

Raipur, Dec 20:
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) have
submitted more than 700
Questions during the
Question Hour for the up-
coming Winter Session of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly scheduled to be
held from January 2 to 6.

According to the infor-
mation received, the
MLAs have submitted
majority of the questions
through online mode
whereas 44 Questions
have also been submitted
in off-line mode at the
Assembly Secretariat.

Total starred questions
for the Winter Session in-
clude 361 out of the total
questions 715 submitted
for the forthcoming ses-
sion. Similarly 354 ques-

tions are unstarred one
categorized by Assembly
Secretariat.

Apart from the
Questions, the MLAs
have also submitted sev-
eral notices under Call
Attention motion
through which they
would try to grill the
Treasury bench during
the week-long session.

Few of the MLAs par-
ticularly from the princi-
pal opposition Congress
may also submit adjourn-
ment notice on key issue
to gherao the ruling
Congress government.

BJP objects Baghel’s
statement on SC Youths

Raipur, Dec 20:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader from
Scheduled Caste Morcha
and former Member of
Legislative Assembly
(MLA) Navin
Markandeye on Tuesday
registered objections over
the reported statement
given by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Youth
from the community dur-
ing a Social Function who
were registering protest
on an issue.

Addressing a press con-
ference at party office situ-
ated at Ekatma Parishar

here, the BJP leader said
that the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel appears
to have lost control when
the agitated Youth from
the Community were hold
demonstration. He said
that the behaviour of
Bhupesh Baghel is against
the decorum of the post of
Chief Minister. Instead of
giving patience hearing to
the demand of the agitat-
ed youth, the CM made
derogatory remarks
which are unacceptable.
He also sought resignation
from him for his unaccept-
able remarks.

Two student groups clash
in Kalinga University

Raipur, Dec 20: Clash
broke out between two
groups of students of
Kalinga University located
at Kotni in the capital
Raipur. More than 13 stu-
dents were injured in this
clash. Heavy police force
was deployed after the in-
cident. The university was
closed in view of the ten-
sion. Meanwhile the stu-
dents of the hostel were in-
structed to go to their re-
spective homes. Mandir
Hasaud police are looking
into the incident.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the incident took
place at 6 pm on Monday.
Two groups of students

clashed with each other
and there was fierce scuf-
fle from both the sides.
Both of sides lodged the
report at the police station
at 10 pm. However, the rea-
son for the fight is not yet
clear. At the same time, the
university is also investi-
gating in this matter and
an inquiry committee has
been formed.

Apart from
Chhattisgarh, students
from other states also
come to study in Kalinga
University. The university
management has current-
ly refused to say anything
in this matter and is talk-
ing about the investigation
of the matter. The exami-
nation which was sched-
uled to begin in the univer-
sity from Tuesday has
been cancelled.

Governor Uikey pays courtesy
call on the President of India

Raipur, Dec 20:
Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey paid a
courtesy call on the
President of India
Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan,
New Delhi here on
Tuesday.

While interacting with
the President, Governor
inquired about her well-
being and informed her
about various welfare ac-
tivities of the state. She
invited the President to
attend various pro-
grammes as chief guest.
This includes ‘Diamond
Jubilee Celebrations’ to
be organized on January
12 next year marking the
completion of the 75th
year of the establishment
of the state’s prestigious
Government Nagarjuna

Postgraduate College,
Raipur, Convocation of
Amity University Raipur
and the women empower-
ment programme to be
organized by Adivasi
Shiv Sanskriti Samiti,
district-Narmadapuram
from 12 to 18 February
next year. The President
gave her nod to attend the
maximum possible pro-

grammes.
During this, Governor

Uikey also presented a
copy of Raj Bhavan’s
quarterly magazine ‘Ek
Asha’ to President Smt.
Murmu and informed
about the innovative ac-
tivities of the Raj Bhavan
Secretariat. She also pre-
sented a shawl and a me-
mento to the President.

HC directs to carry out
counselling as per old

reservation system

Bilaspur, Dec 20: High
Court Chhattisgarh has
given important decision
related to reservation and
amidst the credit and con-
troversy for higher reser-
vation to certain sections
in the corridors of power,
the High Court (HC) has
directed the Director
Technical Education to
complete the counselling
for B.Pharmacy and
D.Pharmacy as per the old
reservation system.

It is notable here that
the Supreme Court has is-
sued deadline to complete
entry into Pharmacy
College by 31 Dec 2022. In
such conditions if no
counselling is done before
this, then the session will
be declared as zero-year
and admissions can start

only in the next session,
putting future of many
Pharmacy aspirants into
dark.

After the PPHT exam
for admission into B.
Pharmacy and
D.Pharmacy, a notification
was issued by the
Technical Education
Department last on Dec 7
that the counselling will
be done as per the result
and even issued the guide-
lines. But on non-comple-
tion of the counseling, the
troubled students through
an advocate filed a petition
in the High Court demand-
ing counselling at the ear-

liest.
The case was put for

hearing into the bench of
Justice Gautam Bhaduri
and Justice NK
Chandravanshi and dur-
ing hearing it was in-
formed on part of the
Technical Education
Department the same has
been put on hold due to
lack of decision on reser-
vation. On the other hand,
on behalf of the petition-
ers, it was informed that
entire year of the students
will go waste. It was after
hearing from both the
party’s, High Court in its
decision said that if there
is some controversy over
the reservation issue at
government level as per
the rules, then the counsel-
ing be done as per the old
reservation system and
after this decision by HC
thousands of Pharmacy
students took a sigh of
relief.
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University closed after
tension

Informs him about vari-
ous welfare activities of
the state

Invited to attend vari-
ous programmes as a
chief guest

For admissions into B.
Pharmacy and
D.Pharmacy

Raipur, Dec 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has directed that the pro-
posal for the
“Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada Yojana” should
be prepared and present-
ed at the upcoming meet-
ing of the Council of
Ministers. He stated this

scheme will promote tree
plantation on private
land. This statement was
given by him, on the occa-
sion of “Chhattisgarh
Gaurav Diwas” which
was on December 17,
2022. In addition to in-
creasing revenue and em-
ployment opportunities,
this initiative will pro-
mote wood-based indus-
tries by encouraging pri-
vate property owners to
plant trees.

Proposal to be presented in
the next cabinet meeting

Related to
‘Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada Yojana’

Cultural department reorganises
the directorate

Now two separate directorates will work under the
Cultural Department

Raipur, Dec 20: The State Government has declared
that the Directorate of Culture and Archeology operated
under the Department of Culture will now operate as
two separate directorates i.e. Directorate of Archeology
Archives and Museum and Directorate of Culture and
Official Language. An order regarding this has been is-
sued by the Department of Culture situated at
Mantralaya Mahanadi Bhawan.

Administratively, the name and address of the office
have been changed for the well-organized execution cum
operation of the newly constituted Head of Department
offices. According to this, the address of the Directorate
of Archeology Archives and Museum is now Mahant
Ghasidas Memorial Museum Complex Civil Line Raipur
and the address of the office of the Directorate of
Culture and Official Language is Chhattisgarh Housing
Board, Commercial Complex, Second Floor, Sector-27,
Nava Raipur, Atal Nagar.
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CM starts Bhent Mulaquat from Sonakhan village

Raipur, Dec 20: The Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel reached the
Sonakhan village of
Bilaigarh Vidhansabha
during the Bhent Mulaqat
program. He started the
Bhent Mulaqat program
by dedicating flower petals
and garlands to the por-
trait of Chhattisgarh
Mehatari and with the
state song of Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai

Singh Tekam, and Kasdol
MLA Shakuntala Sahu
were also present.

CM inaugurates Shaheed Virnarayan
Singh Eco Tourism Circuit

Bilaigarh, Dec 20: Under
his state-wide Bhent-
Mulaqat campaign, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Sonakhan village
of Bilaigarh assembly con-
stituency in Balodabazar
district, where he inaugu-
rated the eco-tourism cir-
cuit and museum built in
the memory of Martyr
Veer Narayan Singh of
Chhattisgarh today. This
artwork has been shaped
amidst nature in the dense
forests of Kurrupath in
Sonakhan. In this first-of-
its-kind museum of the
state, Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singhji’s biogra-
phy is displayed through
audio-visual setup and a
special metal corten steel.

A special kind of corten
steel has been used to dis-
play the glory of Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh- the
hero who led the rebellion
against the British rule in
the freedom struggle of
1857. It was told that
corten steel is a type of
metal that already has a
layer of rust on it and this
metal does not harm na-

ture. Amidst the greenery
of the Kurrupath moun-
tain, its panoramic beauty
is a sight to behold.

The biography of
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh is engraved on the
tall and beautiful panels
made of corten steel,
which can be seen in day-
light as well as at night.
Amazing setup of lights

make it special and differ-
ent. All the panels are ac-
companied by an audio
setup where one can listen
to narration of the jour-
ney of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh of
Sonakhan, his revolution
and sacrifices. This audio
is available in Hindi,
English and
Chhattisgarhi language.
Tourists can select the lan-
guage of audio as per
their choice. It is notewor-
thy that corten steel has
been used to create arti-
facts under various mega
projects of the country in-
cluding Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor,
Bihar Museum and presti-
gious projects in many
countries. This innova-
tion will give a boost to the
tourism sector and also
generate employment op-
portunities.

CM issues instructions for
use of ‘Gobar paint’ 

Raipur, Dec 20: Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has given in-

structions to compulso-
rily use cow dung paint
for painting the build-
ings of all the govern-
ment departments, cor-
porations and local bod-
ies. Expressing displeas-
ure over the use of
chemical paint by the
construction depart-
ments despite the in-
structions issued earli-
er, Chief Minister has
said that action will be
taken against the offi-
cers found guilty of vio-
lating the aforemen-
tioned instructions.

Chief Minister
Baghel has directed the
Chief Secretary to issue
instructions to all the
departments, corpora-
tions and local bodies to
compulsorily use cow
dung paint for painting

the buildings. Baghel
has said that using the
paint made of cow dung
paint will contribute to-
wards the strengthen-
ing of rural economy
and environmental pro-
tection.

It is worth noting that
the paint mentioned
above is being prepared
from cow dung by
women self-help groups
in Gauthan of Hirapur
Jarwai near Raipur.
Under Godhan Nyaya
Yojana, vermicompost,
supercompost and other
products are being man-
ufactured in Gauthans
using the cow dung pro-
cured at two rupees per
kg. Production of elec-
tricity from cow dung
and manufacturing of
natural paint has been

started recently. Godhan
Nyaya Yojana has given
impetus to the rural
economy and generated
plethora of employment
opportunities in the vil-
lages. The scheme has
also creatred an addi-
tional income source for
the villagers, animal
herders and women
groups. An amount of
Rs 380 crore has been
paid in the last two
years to the beneficiar-
ies of Godhan Nyay
Yojana. With the
amount received from
the scheme, the vil-
lagers have got the
means to meet their
minor needs. And now
with the growing sales
of dung paint, people of
the village be benefitted
furthermore.

CAIT demands early roll out
of E-Commerce Policy &

consumer protection rules
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 19: CAIT
National Senior Vice
President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State
President, Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram
Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary, Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed the
recent ugly incident of
procuring acid from
Flipkart e commerce
portal and throwing at a
17 years girl in Delhi
three day back has
sparked huge resent-
ment amongst the trad-
ing community of the
country which are now
once again up in arms
against illegal and un-
ethical business prac-
tices of foreign e-com-
merce companies and it
is being strongly de-
manded the Union
Government to immedi-
ately roll out a strong &
tough policy for e-com-
merce. It is deeply re-
gretted that these e tail-
ers are flouting the rules
and policies last many
years but neither the

Central Government
nor any State
Government has taken
any action even after
fully knowing their
business practices be-
cause of which the
traders are loosing con-
fidence on the
Governments and polity.

The Confederation of
All India Traders (
CAIT) has now decided
to take a head on fight
on this critical issue and
has declared to launch a
nationwide campaign
Mumbai demanding the
Central Government to
immediately release
Consumer Protection
Rules for e commerce
and a robust e com-
merce policy with an
empowered Regulatory
Authority like TRAI &
SEBI. CAIT National
Senior Vice  President
Mr. Amar Parwani  &
States Working
President Mr.
Parmanand Jain  in-
formed  said that this
issue is pending with
the Government since
last three years but nei-
ther the rules are en-
forced nor e-commerce
policy is released where-
as Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi is
stressing hard again &
again to provide ease of
doing business but un-
fortunately the officials
have deaf ears and they

are least bothered about
mandate of PM Modi.
The foreign e-commerce
portals are causing huge
GST revenue loss to the
Governments and are
hijacking the businesses
of small traders but who
bothers? These compa-
nies are indulging into
predatory pricing, deep
discounting, loss fund-
ing, exclusivity with
Brand Companies,
owing inventory and
having full control and
all these are strictly pro-
hibited under FDI Retail
Policy but everyone has
become a silent specta-
tor ? Why no one knows
?

Terming  the recent
incident of procuring
Acid from Flipkart por-
tal and throwing on a 17
years girl, as most
heinous   and horrible
crime, Mr. Parwani   &
Mr. Jain said that it is
not the first instance of
obtaining contraband
items from e-commerce
portals but even the raw
material used in making
bombs which were used
for Pulwama bus attack
and large quantity of
Ganja seized by MP
Police last year were
procured from Amazon
but till date no action
has been taken against
Amazon and Flipkart
and these companies are
scot free.

State level committee meeting of Health Department concludes

Raipur, Dec 20: A meet-
ing of the State Level
Committee constituted for
the implementation of the
health grant received
through the 15th Finance
Commission was held
here on Monday at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan under the chair-
manship of Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh
Jain. In the meeting,

under the 15th Finance
Commission, for the finan-
cial year 2023-24, the grant
of Rs 355 crore 74 lakh re-
ceived for state of
Chhattisgarh, was dis-
cussed in detail about the
construction and opera-
tion plan of various infra-

structures of the health
department. In the meet-
ing, the officials of the
health department in-
formed about 55 building-
less health centers will be
constructed with the
amount of health grant re-
ceived from the 15th

Finance Commission.
Health and wellness cen-
ters of primary health
centers in about 1154 vil-
lages of the state will be
upgraded and expenditure
will be made for the opera-
tion of 364 urban health
and wellness centers and

15 polyclinics and for ex-
pansion of various check-
up facilities in community
health centers. In this
meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing, the Secretary of the
Health Department, R.K.
Prasanna, National Health
Mission, Director Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas Sandipan,
CGMSC Managing
Director, Mr. Abhijeet
Singh and other members
of the State Level
Committee (SLC) were
present.

CM launches Conservation Action Report
on Wild Buffaloes in Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  2200:: The
Conservation Action Report
(CAR) on Central India’s Wild
Buffalo was launched today
by the Chief Minister Baghel
in the meeting of
Chhattisgarh State Wildlife
Board. Forest Minister,
Mohammad Akbar,

Principal Secretary
(Forest) Manoj Kumar
Pingua;  PCCF & HoFF Sanjay
Shukla; PCCF (WL) P.V.
Narsinga Rao, Wildlife board
members and several senior
forest officials were present
for this occasion. The PCCF
(WL) briefed about the CAR
on Wild buffalo and thanked
Wildlife Trust of India (WTI)
for providing technical sup-
port to the forest department
since the last 17 years. 

While India harbours more
than 80 per cent of the glob-
ally endangered Wild
Buffaloes (Bubalis arnee), a
small sub-population
remains isolated in

Chhattisgarh. Adapted to
hard grounds, as opposed to
their cousins in the wetlands
of Assam, their numbers
have been dwindling, with
less than 50 accounted for in
a baseline survey in 2005.
Over the next 17 years, WTI,
in collaboration with the
Chhattisgarh Forest
Department has been work-
ing on protecting the existing
population alongside taking
measures to restock it. This
CAR details the various
aspect of the project that has
been running for almost two
decades and working

towards conservation goals.
According to Vivek Menon,

Founder and Executive
Director, Wildlife Trust of
India, “WTI entered the state
in 2005, when just seven ani-
mals were left in Udanti
Wildlife Sanctuary, with one
of them being a female. This
meant that the distinct popu-
lation of Central India was in
severe risk of being extirpat-
ed. This report chronicles 15
years of conservation work
with this endangered buffa-
lo. However, the work is yet
far from over. Global atten-
tion as well as central and

state government funding is
required for conserving the
state animal of
Chhattisgarh”.

“The maximum population
at Udanti during the project
period went on to 11 individ-
uals. The state, through its
technical collaboration with
WTI, was also successful in
translocating two individuals
from Manas National Park in
Assam to Barnawapara
Wildlife Sanctuary, for cap-
tive breeding, in 2020”, says
Dr. Rajendra Mishra, Deputy
Director and Project Head of
Central India Wild Buffalo

Recovery Project, WTI.
The report highlights that

the buffaloes in Udanti share
haplotypes with wild individ-
uals from Assam and even
Maharashtra and, therefore
could be used to augment
the wild buffalo population in
Udanti. However, “dwindling
forest habitats, like the one
Udanti –Sitanadi Tiger
Reserve poses a grave threat
to the transfer of wild gene
pool and isolating this small
wild buffalo population.
Through a three-year long
pride campaign, WTI was
able to work on removal of
barriers to conservation
awareness, by reaching out
to about 4000 students,
3000+ villagers and 12 public
service departments. The
CAR highlights how a change
in attitude and awareness
was established using a vari-
ety of tools to reach out to all
section of the society in the
state.

Hilers Theater Club hosts screening
of Hindi web show-’Raipur Days’ 

Raipur, Dec 20: Hilers
Theater Club hosts
screening of Hindi web
show-’Raipur Days’ writ-
ten and directed by
Sourabh Shrivastav and
produced by Tortoise
Motion Pictures.

The show features tal-
ented actors from the
state including Megha
Tiwari, Surabhi
Shrivastava, Kushal
Billaiya, Tushar Babu
Rathore , Arvind

Chandan and Vikrant
Narshih. Along with
these actors the show also
features Mumbai based
renowned Actor
Abhishek Mahendru.
Abhishek is a popular
name in Web and TV
world. This show tells the
story of love and friend-
ship brewing in the city of
Raipur.

Post the screening of
the show the audience
had a very interesting

question and answer ses-
sion with the cast and
crew of the show where
Sourabh told the audi-
ence that he has created
this show to showcase the
urban side of the city. The
show is entirely shot in
Raipur. The six episode
show is currently stream-
ing on leading OTT plat-
form MX Player.

Deepak Soni from
Hilers World confirms
that by continuing the cel-
ebration of independent
spirit Hilers Theatre Club
will be showcasing some
new offbeat yet entertain-
ing films in the months to
come. Deepak will be also
calling industry experts
to give workshops related
to filmmaking.

Compulsorily for paint-
ing in all govt depart-
ments, corporations,
and local bodies

‘Paint manufactured
with cow dung should
be used for painting
govt buildings’

Baghel expresses 
displeasure over the
use of chemical paint
by construction depart-
ments

In case of violation of
the aforementioned
instructions, concerned
officers will be subject-
ed to strict action

State’s first museum
with audio visual setup
inaugurated

Of Bilaigarh VS area

Sonakhan: Chief
Minister Baghel offered
floral tributes at Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh’s
burial place and paid flo-
ral tributes to his life-size
statue. On this occasion,
he welcomed Kunjal
Singh Dewan, Bal
Kunwar Singh, the de-
scendants of Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
with a shawl and
‘Shriphal’.

CM offer floral tributes at Shaheed
Veer Narayan burial place

CM gifts tricycle to
Duleshwar Yadav 

Sonakhan: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel gifted a tricycle
to Duleshwar Yadav
during the Bhent
Mulaqat program in
Sonakhan.

Announcement of Rs
5.6 crore for various re-
sources in ‘Eklavya res-
idential complex’ locat-
ed at Sonakhan work-
place of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh.

An amount of Rs 2.5
crore was sanctioned
for rural infrastructure
development in village
Sonakhan.

An amount of Rs.50

lakh was approved for
various construction
works in Arjuni,
Bhusdipali, Mahkoni,
and Mahakam villages
near Sonakhan.

A Swami Atmanand
English medium
school will be opened
in Sonakhan.
A New building will be

constructed for the
high school of Tundra.

Primary Health Center
of Giroudpuri Dham
will be upgraded to a
Community Health
Center.
A Cooperative bank

will be opened in
Sonakhan.
New buildings will be

constructed for the dis-
trict’s health centers.
Announcement of

Veer Narayan Singh

Samuh tap water sup-
ply scheme in 44 re-
gions of the village.
Announcement of

widening, strengthen-
ing, and construction
of a bridge culvert of
Giroudpuri, Rajadeori
to Baya access road.
Announcement of

widening and strength-
ening of Turturia ap-
proach road and con-

struction of a bridge
culvert via Charinda
(Baya) to Bar.
Announcement of

widening and
strengthening of
Sankara approach
road from Saliha to
Kushgarh via
Vijaymal
Sub-divisional office

(SDM office) will be
opened in Giroudpuri

Announcements made by CM

Under 15th Finance
Commission
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Bilaspur, Dec 20:

Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti organizes
many competitions from
time to time and also ex-
tends support to the poor
children for their overall
development. In this series
Meena Samaj Samiti on
the occasion of Azadi ki
Amrit Mahotsav organ-
ized a fine art program
like painting, rangoli and
clay modeling competition
at Government Girls
Primary School in
Hiranagar Sirgitti here
the other day. President of
Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti Dr Niranjan
Sarang said that they work
on education, health and
environment for the uplift-
ment of poor people. “Our
organization is registered
with Chhattisgarhi gov-
ernment. On the occasion
of Azadi ki Amrit
Mahotsav, a competition
on painting, rangoli and

clay modeling was organ-
ized for school children, in
which the kids participat-
ed enthusiastically. The
theme of painting was
Swachh Bharat while the
theme of rangoli was Beti
Bachao. The theme of clay
modeling was Naruva,
Garuva, Ghurwa Bari”, he
told.

The chief guest of this
program was
Shambhudayal Meena and
Chiranji Lal Meena was

the special guest. They
highly appreciated the
program and said that
such competitions must be
conducted by every insti-
tution for the children
studying in villages.
Earlier President of
School Committee
Jagmohan Singh Paikra
welcomed the guests and
appreciated the organizers
for the success of the pro-
gram. All the participants
were distributed refresh-

ments along with prizes by
the Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti. Dignitaries
including former presi-
dent and founder member
of Chhattisgarh Meena
Samaj Samiti Chimman
Lal Meena, Prabhati Dayal
Vyadwal (father of
Inspector General of
Police Badri Narayan
Meena), CL Meena, Kamal
Singh Meena, Vijender
Singh Meena, Jitendra
Kumar, Chander Lal be-
sides large number mem-
bers of the samiti and
school children were pres-
ent in the program.

Students showcase talents
in different competitions

Organized by Chhattisgarh Meena Samaj Samiti

Winners of different competitions receiving prizes.

Winner of competitions
PPaaiinnttiinngg:: Tania Shrivas
1st, Khushi Yadav 2nd
and Riya Dhruv 3rd
CCllaayy  MMooddeelliinngg:: Kurudip
1st, Renu Dhruv 2nd and
Monika third
RRaannggoollii:: Payal Kewat 1st,
Aradhana 2nd and
Chandni Bhaskar 3rd. 

Dhamtari, Dec 20:

For the residents of
Dhamtari district with 8
lakh population, in order
to provide better health fa-
cilities, a 250 bedded
District Hospital has been
constructed. But failing to
get required and neces-
sary treatment on time,
the people here often faces
annoyance.

It is notable here that
few days back, Health
Minister TS Singh Deo
had come to Dhamtari and
during which the media
persons and social work-
ers informed him that the
District Hospital sans
many facilities for patients
and 30% of those injured
in the road accidents meet
up with death.

In such conditions they
urged the Health Minister
to upgrade the District
Hospital with Trauma
Centre, Digital
Sonography facility,

Cancer Unit and CT Scan
machine. The Health
Department of the state
government, as per in-
structions by Health
Minister had taken these
demands seriously and
work for Trauma Centre is
in progress in the District
Hospital. Along with this a
Rs 3.91 cr CT Scan ma-
chine will be installed and
a total of 16 ultra-modern
machines will also be pur-
chased for this District
Hospital and for which a
new set-up is being pre-
pared. When inspected, it
was found that in the
Paying ward, there is

around 1500 sq. ft area
available. CT Scan ma-
chine and other equip-
ments too have reached
District Hospital. It is
learnt that after trials in
January, the people will
start getting the above fa-
cilities. On the other hand,
health conscious citizens
Aditya Soni, Dinesh
Agrawal and Pritam Sahu
said that CT Scan machine
emits more radiation and
it is good to provide facili-
ties, but the hospital ad-
ministration should take
all measures to ensure
safety and security of pa-
tients admitted and under-

going treatment in the hos-
pital. At the same time, the
employees working in
such areas too should be
provided with laser-proof
jackets and other equip-
ments.

What officer says:
“All precautionary

measures are being taken
for safety from radiation
emitting from CT Scan
machine and the employ-
ees working here will be
provided with laser-proof
special jackets.”

AR Tonder- Civil
Surgeon-District

Hospital.

‘District Hospital to be upgraded soon’
 Work for Trauma 

centre going on, CT
scan machines and 
others already arrived

Dhamtari, Dec 20:

In a right side collision
by a passenger bus
against a car, the woman
in the car lost her life, as
her head-portion got de-
tached from the body due
to high impact and the
son and husband of de-
ceased too received seri-
ous injuries and are un-
dergoing treatment in
district Hospital.

On Sunday morning at
around 9:30 am, the bus
of Dhamtari Roadways
bearing No. CG 05 J-1717
was going from
Dhamtari to Nagri and
all of sudden near
Palwadi turn, the car
bearing No. CG 23-2368,
the bus collided with

high impact from right
side of the car and in
this woman Madhu
Dewangan (55) died on
the spot as her head was
cut and thrown out of
the car. It is learnt that
Madhu had taken out her
head to spit outside. In
this accident, husband of
Madhu- Nehru
Dewangan, and her son
Yashwant Dewangan

also suffered serious in-
juries.

On getting informa-
tion to patrolling team,
the injured were rushed
to District Hospital
Dhamtari. By this time,
TI Dugarli Ramesh Sahu,
SI Virendra Bais reached
along with team to site of
accident and took stock
of the situation. All the
three passengers in the

car were of same family
and were coming from
Churra to Dhamtari
back home. After the ac-
cident the bus driver es-
caped.

Bike rider dies:
In another incident, a

bike rider in high-speed
losing control dashed
against a tree in Gram
Bharda and he died on
the spot and another per-
son sitting behind him
got injured. The de-
ceased is Duleshwar (22)
S/o Rakesh Gaur and his
friend Tameshwar (45)
had come to Magarlod
for some personal work
and it was during night
at around 9:30 pm, their
bike got out of control
and hit the tree nearby.

Bus dashes against car, woman dies on the spot
Son, father also suffered serious injuries

Bemetara, Dec 20: A sem-
inar was successfully or-
ganized on the occasion of
great saint Guru Ghasidas
Jayanti at Allons Public
School Bemetara. Dr.
Satyajit Hota, Principal
and parents offered the
flowers and lit the lamp in
front of the portrait of
Gurughasidasji. The
jayanti was celebrated on
the occasion of the birth-
day of a great social phil-
anthropist and the teacher
of the Satnam Panth in
the early 19th Century. He
experienced the evils of
the caste system and gave
a social dynamic mantra
to the people for the rejec-
tion of the social inequali-
ty by establishing the
Satnam Panth. He also

searched the truth and
equality with white flag of
peace. Dr. Satyajit Hota,
the Principal of the school
warmly welcomed the
guests and all the parents
present in the auditorium
and sent the best wishes.
According to him parent-
ing is my responsibility
more than the right or the
authority. He wanted to do
parenting with the parents
in the way of believing in
truth, following the truth,
facing the truth, searching
the truth and transform-
ing the same to the proge-
ny. He advised the students
not to be afraid with fears

and to have patience,
courage, conduction of
kindness, forgiveness and
compassion in life.
According to him believ-
ing in Karmayoga, follow-
ing the path of simple life
and high thinking with
nonviolence, share, care,
love and smile is the right
way of parenting. He also
told about the effective
parenting tips like taking
out time for children,
being a role model for chil-
dren, promoting self-es-
teem in children, praising
them instead of negative
comments and not com-
paring them with other

children. He advised the
parents to guide their chil-
dren as per their individ-
ual interests and abilities.
The parents have to realise
that their children are
unique so they have to pro-
tect their children from
the evils and glamorous of
the modern world. He also
gave the meaning of each
letter of the word “par-
ents”. According to him P -
stands for the protection to
the children by their par-
ents. A - stands for associa-
tion of good company to
the children. R - stands for
developing respect to the
senior citizens and to have

patriotism. E - stands for
the encouragement to the
children with scientific ex-
pectation as per their po-
tentialities. N - stands for
narrating stories from the
Indian scriptures. T -
stands for tolerance devel-
opment for the crisis peri-
od and S - stands for the
spiritual development of
the children, the essence
of the life for the peace of
the universe. He advised
the parents to give parent-
ing in such a way so that
the children can tell the
stories of their parenting
to the next coming genera-
tion.

During the program, the
parents shared the diffi-
culties which they are fac-
ing in the upbringing of
their children in today’s
busy life and the changing
in the behavior of the chil-
dren. The Principal told
many ways to solve the
problems of the parents
and inspired them for the
important duties of the
parents. The parents par-
ticipated in the quiz with
their interest.

The students
Prathamesh Pandey,
Samresh Mohanty and
Gurusevak expressed
their views on the person-
ality of Gurughasidas.
The anchoring was done
by Ms. Shriya and Mrs.
Renuka Kale. A vote of
thanks was given by Mrs.
Simintini Thakur for the
parents and Mrs. Khushbu
(coordinator) Seema Patel,
Sheetal Vaidya for playing
important roles in making
the program successful.

‘Parenting is my responsibility more than right’
 Seminar held on

occasion of Ghasidas

Jayanti at Allons

Public School

Berla, Dec 20: 

Chief guest Ashish
Chhabra MLA Bemetara
attended the inaugura-
tion ceremony of power
distribution center in vil-
lage Anandgaon of Betla
development block under
Durg division by
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company
Limited.

On this occasion, MLA
Ashish Chhabra congrat-
ulated the people of the
area for the inauguration
of the new power distri-
bution center and said
that physical resources
are being expanded in the
rural areas as well, keep-
ing in mind the public fa-
cilities as per the wishes
of the Chief Minister of
the state, Bhupesh
Baghel.

The viilagers will get
better electricity facili-
ties, they will not have to
go far for any electricity
related problems, Sarda
and Bhibhauri, Kusmi,
Sorla, Surholi, Kharra,
Kumhi, Dhaba, Silghat,
Bharda, Lavatara, Telga,
Nawagaon will get better
power distribution cen-
ter, he said. Electricity

consumers of 8087 of 20
villages including
Bargaon will get its di-
rect benefit, as well as
electricity consumers
will no longer need to go
to Berla for electricity re-
lated problems and pay-
ment of electricity bills,
electricity consumers
will also get electricity.

As per information,
presently Anandgaon dis-
tribution center has 33/11
KV sub-stations in village
Bargaon, Anandgaon and
Lavatra (Dha), out of
which 5428 domestic, 214
domestic, 2349 agricul-
ture and other connec-
tions are there. On this
occasion Hira Devlal
Verma, President,
District Panchayat Berla,
Nawaz Khan, Vice
President, District
Panchayat Berla,
Mahendra Verma
Member District
Panchayat Berla, M
Jamulkar Chief
Engineer Durg,
Superintending Engineer
Salil Khare Raju Rajput
Sarpanch, Jeevan Sahu
Sarpanch, Omprakash
Sahu Sarpanch, Loknath
Yadav and others were
present.

Power distribution center will
solve farmer issue: Chhabra Mungeli, Dec 19: 

District Collector Rahul
Dev here inaugurated a
two-day district level
photo development exhibi-
tion based on schemes and
achievements of the State
Government in the
Jandarshan room located
at the district Collectorate
premises, on completion
of four glorious years of
the state government.

The exhibition was held
till December 18 and on
this occasion, the
Collector also observed
the photo development ex-
hibition along with the
representatives of print
and electronic media.
During the discussion
with the media, he told
that on the completion of
4 years of the state gov-
ernment, an exhibition

has been organized by the
Public Relations
Department to publicize
the schemes and achieve-
ments based on the theme
of Chhattisgarh
Government, Baat Hey
Abhiman Ke,
Chhattisgarhi Swabhiman
Ke, Seva-Jatan-Sarokar, in
which information about
the development works
and achievements of the

state government has been
displayed. Apart from
this, development-based
Janman Pustik,
Chhattisgarhia Olympics,
New Chapter of Justice,
Seva Jatan Sarokar,
Karuna Seva Good
Governance related books,
pamphlets, brochures etc.
are being distributed free
of cost to the common peo-
ple. On this occasion, a

large number of people in-
cluding Additional
Collector Teerthraj
Aggarwal, Joint Collector
Naveen Bhagat, and
Assistant Director of
Public Relations
Department SR Lehre
were present. The District
Panchayat President
Lekhni Sonu Chandrakar
observed the photography
exhibition and said that
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the state govern-
ment is working in the in-
terest of all sections of the
society. Girl students of
Kanya Mahavidyalaya
also observed the photo ex-
hibition, along with
Jitendra Kumar Sharma
and Jitendra Kumar
Tigga, assistant professors
of the Kanya
Mahavidyalaya.

District level photography exhibition inaugurated
FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  DDeecc  2200::  

The farmers of Fingeshwar
Rajim zone have the right to get
water from Sikaser Ganiyari
dams for Rabi crops and doing
politics together is not only the
inaction of the people’s represen-
tatives of the region, but also
indicates corruption. The same
was said by former MLA from
Rajim, Santosh Upadhyay.

Addressing the farmers, who
are running for water these days,
said that instead of wasting their
time and energy making rhetoric
trials among themselves, the
people’s representatives should
make sincere efforts this year for
the farmer brothers. He further
said that due to sufficient water
availability in the dams and
favorable conditions, the farmers
of Rajim Fingeshwar region can
be given water for Rabi crops. 

Upadhyay has expressed
apprehension that due to irregu-
larities in the maintenance of the

canals of the
area, officials of
the Irrigation
Department will
not be able to
supply water. He
also alleged that
on the pretext of

lining work in the canals, the offi-
cials have been diverting water
for the Rabi crop. 

He said that on January 1,
Agriculture and Water Resources
Minister Ravindra Choubey is
coming for the unveiling program
of Pawan Dewan’s statue in
Kirwai, where the demand will be
again made. 

Upadhyay also said that during
his legislative tenure, he continu-
ously gave top priority to agricul-
ture and farmer’s interest and a
policy was made to give water
alternately every year, so that
the farmers used to cooperate in
the administrative work and
when their turn came, they used
to produce Rabi crops. 

It is the right of farmers to get
water for crops: Upadhyay 

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21,  2022

HC allows woman’s plea for
kidney transplant 

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court has
allowed a woman’s plea for
kidney transplant with her
aunt, a single parent, being
the donor, saying it was satis-
fied that no commercial
transaction was involved in
the organ donation.

The high court said the dif-
ference in the financial con-
dition of the donor and the
recipient, by itself, cannot be
a reason strong enough to es-
tablish a commercial ele-
ment. While disposing of the
petition, the high court said
the recipient, a woman advo-
cate who was also the peti-
tioner, is free to approach
Max Hospital, Saket for con-
ducting the transplant proce-
dure. “The court is satisfied

that there is no commercial
transaction involved in the
donation of the kidney in the
case at hand. Accordingly,
the application filed by the
petitioner before the authori-
sation committee for trans-
plant of the donor’s kidney to
the recipient is allowed....,”
Justice Prathiba M Singh
said. The petitioner ap-
proached the court aggrieved
by the authorities’ conduct in
not processing her applica-
tion for kidney transplant
from the donor, who is her
maternal aunt (mother’s sis-
ter). The woman advocate
said she started experiencing
certain health problems in
March 2021 and, when her
condition started to deterio-
rate in January, 2022, she was
admitted to Max Hospital in
Saket where she was diag-
nosed with chronic kidney
disease stage 5 /end stage
renal disease.

Govt suggested to consider 
conducting TNMC election online
Chennai, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Madras High
Court has suggested to
the State government to
conduct elections to the
Tamil Nadu Medical
Council (TNMC) through
online/ e-voting.

Justice R
Subramanian gave the
suggestion while dispos-
ing two writ petitions
from Dr S Syed Thahir
Hussain of Madurai and
another, today

Earlier in the first
week of this month, the
judge had directed the
government to postpone
the elections to the
Council by three months.

This interim order
passed on December 6
was based on the submis-
sion by Advocate-
General R
Shamugasundaram that
the Tamil Nadu Medical

Registration Act govern-
ing the elections and
other issues will be thor-
oughly revised in three
months.

Recording the submis-
sion, the judge had di-
rected the government to
revisit the 1914 Act with-
in three months and to
conduct the elections
thereafter.

The petitions sought to
quash the notification
dated October 19, 2022,
which notified elections
to the TNMC Election
and prayed for a direc-
tion to the State Chief
Secretary and the Health
Secretary to make provi-
sions for online voting
system. It also sought to
appoint a retired judge of
the High Court as an in-
dependent administrator
to conduct the election
within a timeframe to be
fixed by the Court.

ASI gets water, property tax
notices for Taj Mahal

Agra, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Archaeological
Survey of India has been
asked to pay a water tax of
nearly Rs 2 crore and a
property tax of about Rs 1.5
lakh for the Taj Mahal,
along with a Rs 5-crore
service tax for the Agra
Fort, in an apparent first-of-
its-kind action by local au-
thorities.

The ASI in Agra said the
monuments are exempted
from such taxes, but
Municipal Commissioner
Nikhil Tikaram Funde said
notices have been issued to
several buildings and those
eligible will be given the re-
lief.

The Agra Municipal
Corporation’s notices ask
the ASI to pay a water tax of
Rs 1.94 crore and a property
of Rs 1.47 lakh for the Taj
Mahal, and Rs 1.40 lakh as

property tax for another
monument, the tomb of
Itmad-ud-Daulah.

The notices were issued
for the financial years 2021-
22 and 2022-23, and the ASI
has been asked to pay up
within the next 15 days.

In-addition, the Agra
Cantonment Board has
sent out a notice to the ASI
to recover a service tax of
Rs 5 crore for the Agra Fort,
an official said.

Agra Circle ASI official
protested the action by the
municipality. “The Taj
Mahal, tomb of Itmad-ud-
Daulah and the Agra Fort
are national monuments
that are exempted from
such taxes,” said ASI’s
Agra Circle
S u p e r i n t e n d i n g
Archeologist Rajkumar
Patel. He said the ASI takes
care of about 4,000 monu-
ments in the country and

has not made any such pay-
ment before.

“It is the first time in my
knowledge, and as per
records, that the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) has received no-
tices of Water Tax from the
Jal Kal Vibhag part of Agra
Municipal Corporation
(AMC) and Property Tax
from the Agra Municipal
Corporation for the nation-
al monuments Taj Mahal
and the tomb of Itmad-ud-
Daulah.”

“We received a water tax
notice of Rs 1.94 crore for
the premises of Taj Mahal
and nearby areas that are
not mentioned clearly, but
it is mainly for the Taj
Mahal premises. Property
tax of Rs 1.47 lakhs for the
East Gate of Taj Mahal and
Rs 1.40 lakh for the tomb of
Itmad-ud-Daulah for prop-
erty tax have been issued.”

Creche at Police Training
College proves helpful

Indore, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The facility of
`Paalnaghar’ (creche) at
the Police Training College
here is proving to be very
useful for its young women
trainees, especially those
who are making a new be-
ginning after the hus-
band’s death.

The `Kilkari’ creche set
up at the `Vatsalya’ hostel
of the college can accom-
modate 20 children at a
time and it is the first of its
kind in Madhya Pradesh,
said a senior official on
Tuesday.

“We noticed that women
who have small children
also come to our training

centre. Due to the lack of
child care facilities, they
face a lot of difficulties
during training and at
times have to even post-
pone training,” Hitika
Vasal, Superintendent of
Police, Police Training
College, told PTI.

Besides toys and televi-
sion for entertainment, the
facility also has a teacher
who can provide pre-school
education to the children.
A family member of
women trainees can also
stay on the creche premis-
es to take care of children,
Vasal said. Priya Yadav
(25), a woman trainee, was
seven months pregnant
when her husband police
constable Dilip Yadav died
in a road accident in Betul
district. She was appointed

as a constable on compas-
sionate grounds, and is
now undergoing training.

Yadav, a native of
Khandwa district, stays on
the college premises with
her daughter. “Physical
training starts early in the
morning and the classes
continue till night. But be-
cause of this creche, I am
getting a lot of help in tak-
ing care of my daughter
and can attend training in
peace,” she said. Inspector
Shailja Bhadoria, a staff
member, said 200 consta-
bles are undergoing train-
ing at present, including
118 women. New recruits
are put through nine
months of rigorous physi-
cal and mental training be-
fore field deployment, she
added.

Ambulance driver boozes,
serves drink to patient 

Jagatsinghpur (Odisha),
Dec 20 (PTI): Drink your
way to health seemed to have
been the motto of an ambu-
lance driver in this tiny
town near the coast, who
stopped his vehicle on the
way to a hospital and offered
his injured passenger a peg,
while pouring himself an-
other. In videos that have
gone viral on social media,
the ambulance driver is
seen making pegs, of what
seems to be an alcoholic bev-
erage, for himself and the
patient, while parking his
vehicle on the side of a high-
way in Tirtol area.

While the driver was seen
gulping his peg down at one
go, the patient, with one leg
plastered, sipped his drink
while lying down on the
stretcher.

The bizarre incident
came to light on Monday
after bystanders took videos
and uploaded those on so-
cial media. When onlookers
confronted the driver, he
claimed that the patient
himself had asked for a
drink. A woman and a child
were also seen in the ambu-
lance.

PTI could not independ-
ently verify the authenticity
of the videos.
Jagatsinghpur Chief
District Medical Officer
(CDMO) Dr Kshetrabasi
Dash told PTI, “Since it was
a private ambulance, we
don’t have much to say. But
the RTO and the police sta-
tion concerned must take
action against the erring
driver.” Angry over the inci-
dent, residents of the area
have demanded a probe into
the incident and strict action
against the ambulance 
driver.

Indian Navy gets 5th 
Scorpene-class submarine Vagir

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Indian Navy on
Tuesday received the fifth
scorpene-class submarine
Vagir ahead of its planned
commissioning next
month, officials said.

The induction of the sub-
marine, built under
Project-75, is set to bolster
the Indian Navy’s combat
capability. India has been
focusing on shoring up its
maritime capability with a
focus on the Indian Ocean
in the backdrop of con-
cerns over China’s growing
forays into the region, con-
sidered the backyard of the
Indian Navy. Project-75 in-
cludes the indigenous con-
struction of six sub-
marines of Scorpene de-
sign.

The submarines are
being constructed at
Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited

(MDL) in Mumbai in col-
laboration with the Naval
Group of France.

“Launched on Nov 12,
2020, Vagir commenced the
sea trials from February 1
and it is a matter of great
pride that she has complet-
ed all major trials includ-
ing the weapon and sensor
trials in the shortest time
in comparison to the earli-
er submarines,” Navy
Spokesperson Commander
Vivek Madhwal said.

Submarine construction
is an intricate activity as
the difficulty is compound-
ed when all equipment are
required to be miniaturised
and are subject to stringent
quality requirements,
he said.

Commander Madhwal
said the construction of
these submarines in an
Indian yard is another step
towards ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’.

PAR PANEL RECOMMENDATION

‘State-of-the-art tech solutions needed
for security at airports’

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

State-of-the-art techno-
logical solutions are need-
ed at all Indian airports to
ensure a foolproof securi-
ty system and there
should be bomb detection
and disposal squads at
more airports, according
to a Parliamentary panel.

Chaired by YSR
Congress member V
Vijayasai Reddy, the panel
presented the report on
the action taken by the
government on the recom-
mendations in its earlier
report on issues related to
security in the civil avia-
tion sector.

The Department-relat-
ed Parliamentary
Standing Committee on

Transport, Tourism and
Culture had earlier rec-
ommended that Bomb
Detection and Disposal
Squad (BDDS) should be
there at more airports.

In its reply, the ministry
informed the committee
that there are regulatory
provisions prescribed by
BCAS for having BDDS at
all airports manned by
CISF.

“In all fresh augmenta-
tion proposals, the provi-
sion for BDDS has been
included. Airports are
also gradually extending
support for BDDS.
However, the recommen-
dations of the Committee
are noted for compli-
ance,” it said.

BCAS is the Bureau of

Civil Aviation Security
and CISF is the Central
Industrial Security Force.

After taking note of the
ministry’s reply, the panel
raised concerns that
BDDS is non-operational
at 44 airports which can
prove to be a major securi-
ty hazard as absence of
BDDS as even one airport
can act as a weak link for
the entire Indian airspace.

In the earlier report, it
had said that only 20 air-
ports had BDDS cover.

“The committee hopes
that the Ministry will take
up this issue with CISF at
the earliest and ensure op-
erationalisation of BDDS
at all the remaining air-
ports,” it said in the re-
port on Tuesday.

Besides, the panel em-
phasised on the need for
state-of-the-art technologi-
cal solutions for security
at all the Indian airports
amid rapidly changing ad-
vancements in technology
and ensure a fullproof se-
curity system.

“The committee notes
the steps being taken by
the Ministry for installa-
tion of CACS (Centralised
Access Control System),
FBS (Full Body Scanner),
RDE (Radiological
Detection Equipment)
and PIDS (Perimeter
Intrusion Detection
System) at various air-
ports and urges the min-
istry to expedite and com-
plete the process at all the
airports,” the report said.

Kashmir reels under 
sub-zero temperatures 

Srinagar, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Cold wave across
Kashmir intensified on
Tuesday as the tempera-
tures fell several degrees
below the freezing point, a
day ahead of ‘Chilla-i-
Kalan’, the 40-day harshest
winter period, officials
said on Tuesday.

The minimum tempera-
ture in Srinagar recorded
last night was minus 3.4
degrees Celsius, while
Gulmarg resort in north
Kashmir’s Baramulla dis-
trict recorded a low of
minus 4.0 degrees Celsius,
they said.

Officials said Pahalgam,
which serves as the base
camp for the annual

Amarnath yatra, recorded
a low of minus 5.4 degrees
Celsius and was the cold-
est recorded place in the
valley.

The mercury in
Kupwara in north
Kashmir settled at a low of
minus 3.9 degrees Celsius
while Qazigund, the gate-
way town to the valley,
recorded minus 3.6 de-
grees Celsius, and
Kokernag recorded a low
of minus 1.8 degrees
Celsius.

The meteorological de-
partment has forecast
colder nights over the next
couple of days as further
fall in the minimum tem-
perature is expected.
There is possibility of
rains or light snowfall in
some parts of Kashmir
around Christmas.

The Chilla-i-Kalan’ is
the 40-day harshest winter
period when a cold wave
grips the region and the
temperature drops consid-
erably leading to the freez-
ing of water bodies, in-
cluding the famous Dal
Lake here as well as the
water supply lines in sev-
eral parts of the valley.

The chances of snowfall
are the most frequent and
maximum during this pe-
riod and most areas, espe-
cially in the higher reach-
es, receive heavy snowfall.

While Chillai-Kalan’ be-
gins on December 21, it
will end on January 30.
The cold wave continues
even after that in Kashmir
with a 20-day-long Chillai-
Khurd’ (small cold) and a
10-day-long Chillai-
Bachha’ (baby cold).

KEEPING WARM

A boy sits near a bonfire to keep himself warm on a cold and foggy winter morning, in
New Delhi, Tuesday.

R-DAY REHEARSAL

Indian Navy contingent rehearses for the upcoming Republic Day parade, at Kartavya Path in New Delhi, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Watery grave  
 Doda: Three mem-

bers of a family were
feared drowned after
their car skidded off
the road and fell into
the Chenab river in
Jammu and
Kashmir’s Doda dis-
trict on Tuesday, po-
lice said. The accident
occurred at 5.30 am on
the Batote-Doda-
Kishtwar highway in
Gadsu near Pul Doda,
they said.

Boycott 
 Kohima: Eastern

Nagaland People’s
Organisation
(ENPO) has reaf-
firmed its call to boy-
cott the 2023 assem-
bly elections in the
northeastern state if
the Centre does not
fulfill its demand for
a separate state of
‘Frontier Nagaland’.
The apex tribal body
of the region con-
vened an emergency
central executive
council meeting in
Tuensang on
Monday after the re-
cent visit of a three-
member Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA)
fact-finding team to
study the demand.

Suicide
 Bengaluru: A woman

and her two adult but
unmarried children
were found lying dead
in an apartment here
on Monday, police
said. It appeared to be
a suicide pact, the po-
lice said.

Mishap
 Bhopal: Two students

of a school were killed
and 20 others injured,
four of them critically,
on Tuesday when
their pick-up vehicle
collided with a bus in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Rewa district, police
said. The incident oc-
curred near Patiyari
village on the Jawa-
Dabhora road, about
70 km away from the
Rewa district head-
quarters, under the
limits of Panwar po-
lice station, said
Additional Director
General of Police
(ADGP)
Venkateshwar Rao.

Timings
 Chandigarh: Punjab

Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday announced
that all schools in the
state will open at 10
am from December
21 till January 21 due
to foggy weather. The
closing time of the
schools will remain
the same, he said.

Boiler blast
 Chandigarh: Two

workers died in a
boiler blast in a steel
factory in Ludhiana
district’s Doraha city,
police said on
Tuesday. The injured
workers were rushed
to a hospital where
they succumbed, said
police. Four other
workers also sus-
tained injuries in the
blast that took place
in the factor on
Rampur road.

PM Modi and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
after the BJP
Parliamentary party
meeting, in New Delhi,
Tuesday.

Ahead of Chilla-i-Kalan

 For women trainees

Serves peg 
to patient

With donation 
from aunt



U.S. B-52 BOMBER

B-52 bomber, C-17 and South Korean Air Force F-35 fighter jets fly over the Korean Peninsula during a joint air drill in South Korea.
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United Nations, Dec 20 (PTI):

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres said that
the possibility of enlarging
the Security Council is now
“seriously on the table” but
expressed pessimism that the
right of veto would be put
into question.

Guterres made the re-
marks while speaking to re-
porters during his annual
end-of-year conference in
New York on Monday.

He was responding to a
question on UN Security
Council reform to make the
powerful world body more fit
for purpose to deal with
crises such as the Ukraine
war. “The central questions
are related to the composition
of the Security Council and
to the right of veto. Now this

is a matter for member states,
the Secretariat has no influ-
ence in these negotiations,”
Guterres said.

“I think that the during our
General Assembly session in
September, for the first time, I
heard from the United States
and from Russia clearly the
indication that they were in
favour of an enlargement of
the number of permanent
members of the Security
Council,” he said. He added
that there was a proposal

from France and UK some
time ago for some restrictions
in the use of the right of veto.
“But I remain pessimistic
about the possibility of the
right of veto to be seriously
put into question,” he said .

The UN chief added that
reform of the Security
Council needs two-thirds of
the votes of the General
Assembly plus the five posi-
tive votes of the permanent
members of the Security
Council - China, France,
Russia, UK and the US.

“So, I think that there is
now space for a much more
serious discussion in relation
to the Security Council re-
form. I think that the possibil-
ity of enlarging the Security
Council is now seriously on
the table. I’m still not opti-
mistic about the right of

veto,” he said.
Last week, Guterres had

tweeted that “A majority of
@UN member countries now
acknowledge that the
Security Council should be
reformed to reflect today’s
geopolitical realities. I hope
regional groups & countries
can work together to achieve
greater consensus on the way
forward and the modalities of
reform.”

Last week, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar presided over a
signature event in the
Security Council on reformed
multilateralism, asserting
that while the debate on re-
forms has meandered aim-
lessly, the real world in the
meantime has changed dra-
matically and that reform is
the need of the day.

Possibility of enlarging UNSC 
seriously on table: Guterres

Seoul, Dec 20 (AP) 

North Korea threatened
Tuesday to take “bold and
decisive military steps”
against Japan as it
slammed Tokyo’s adoption
of a national security
strategy as an attempt to
turn the country into an
aggressive military power.

The North’s statement
came four days after Japan
announced a security
strategy that reflects its
determination to possess
“counterstrike” capability
and double its military
spending to gain a more of-
fensive footing against
threats from China and
North Korea.

The North’s Foreign
Ministry said in a state-
ment that Japan’s push to
acquire counterstrike ca-
pability has nothing to do
with self-defense but is a
clear attempt to acquire
“pre-emptive attack capa-

bility meant to launch
strikes on other countries’
territories.”

“Japan’s foolish attempt
to satiate its black-hearted
greed — the building up of
its military invasion capa-
bility with the pretext of a
legitimate exercise of self-
defense rights — cannot be
justified and tolerated,” an
unidentified ministry
spokesperson said in a
statement carried by state
media.

The statement accused
the United States of sup-
porting and promoting the
Japanese military ambi-
tions and undermining re-
gional peace. It said such
alleged U.S. moves are
forcing North Korea to
work hard to complete its
plans to develop new
strategic weapons to
thwart enemy attempts to
invade the North.

The statement said
North Korea wants to

make sure it can take
“bold and decisive mili-
tary steps” to protect its
sovereignty and national
interests in the wake of
the complexity of regional
security caused by the
Japanese security strate-
gy.

“Our country will con-
tinue to take actions to
show how much we are
concerned and displeased
with Japan’s unjust,
greedy attempt to realize
its ambitions,” the state-
ment said.

Like in some other
Asian countries, anti-
Japanese sentiments still
run deep in North Korea
because of Japan’s
wartime atrocities. The
Korean Peninsula was
under Japanese colonial
rule from 1910-1945 before
it was split into a capitalis-
tic, U.S.-backed South
Korea and a socialist,
Soviet-supported North

Korea at the end of the
World War II in 1945.

North Korea’s state
media routinely criticize
Japanese colonial wrong-
doing. Its statement
Tuesday also said Japan
inflicted “unmeasurable
misery and pains on
Korean people” during the
colonial rule.

North Korea’s pursuit of
nuclear-tipped missiles is
a major security concern
for Japan as they are capa-
ble of reaching Japan as
well as South Korea and
the mainland U.S. In
October, North Korea fired
an intermediate-range
missile over Japan, forc-
ing Tokyo to issue evacua-
tion alerts and halt trains.

The Japanese strategy
names China as “the
biggest strategic chal-
lenge” before North Korea
and Russia to Japan’s ef-
forts to ensure peace, safe-
ty and stability.

North Korea threatens strong military steps against Japan

London, Dec 20 (PTI):

Britain’s first Indian-
origin Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has defended
the UK’s record on race
amid a brewing row over
controversial remarks by
a columnist attacking
Prince Harry’s wife
Meghan Markle, who is of
African-American her-
itage.

Sunak was addressing
questions posed by re-
porters during a visit to
the Latvian capital of Riga
on Monday when he spoke
out against racism and
highlighted his own her-
itage as carrying some
weight on the subject.

“I absolutely don’t be-
lieve that Britain is a
racist country. And I’d
hope that as our nation’s

first British Asian Prime
Minister when I say that
it carries some weight,”
he told reporters.

“You know, I’m really
proud of our country, its
culture, its resilience, its

beauty. And actually, it’s
an enormous privilege to
champion Britain and in-
deed, its institutions like
the monarchy when I’m
out and about on the
world stage as I am here

today,” said the UK-born
politician, who has his
family roots in Punjab.

Sunak was reacting to
an ongoing row over for-
mer television presenter
and columnist Jeremy
Clarkson writing in The
Sun’ about loathing
Meghan Markle, the
Duchess of Sussex, “on a
cellular level”, in the
wake of the controversial
Harry and Meghan’ docu-
mentary being aired on
Netflix recently.

Clarkson’s column re-
ceived over 6,000 com-
plaints to the
Independent Press
Standards Organisation
(IPSO), resulting in an
apology from the writer
and the newspaper re-
moving the column from
its website.

Absolutely don’t believe Britain
a racist country: Rishi Sunak

Karachi, Dec 20 (PTI):

At least 13 people were
injured on Monday after
an explosion in a market
in Khuzdar district of
Pakistan’s restive
Balochistan province.

A senior police official
said the explosives were
attached to a motorcycle

parked in the market and
were detonated by remote
control. “Since it was
night time there were
fewer people around and
most shops were closed so
there were no casualties,”
a police official said. “The
police have reached the
area and cordoned it off,”
the official added.

13 injured in explosion in market in
Pakistan’s Balochistan province

Karachi, Dec 20 (PTI):

At least 12 people were
killed and dozens injured
in a huge fire which broke
out when a gas cylinder
exploded in Pakistan’s
restive Balochistan
province, media reports
said on Tuesday.

The cylinder exploded
while being refilled at a
filling shop in the Lasbela
district of the southwest-
ern province on Monday,

the Dawn newspaper said.
The flames engulfed

other gas cylinders in the
shop and spread to other
shops, destroying at least
four of them and around
two dozen motorbikes
parked in the vicinity, the
paper added.

Two people were killed
on the spot while 10 others
succumbed to injuries
during the treatment at a
hospital, Geo News report-
ed, quoting the police.

12 killed, dozens injured in fire
in Pakistan’s Balochistan

Seoul, Dec 20 (AP):

The powerful sister of
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un on Tuesday dis-
missed as “malicious dis-
paraging” and “dog bark-
ing” the outside assess-
ments that cast doubt on its
developmental spy satellite
and other military capabili-
ties.

North Korea earlier
claimed its rocket launches
Sunday were tests of its
first military reconnais-
sance satellite and on
Monday its state media re-
leased two low-resolution
photos of South Korean
cities as viewed from
space. Some civilian ex-
perts in South Korea and
elsewhere said the photos
were too crude for a sur-
veillance purpose and that
the launches were likely a
cover for North Korea’s
missile technology. South
Korea’s military main-
tained North Korea fired
two medium-range ballis-

tic missiles.
“Didn’t they think their

assessments are too inap-
propriate and careless as
they commented on our
satellite development capa-
bility and related prepara-
tions only with two photos
that we’ve published in our
newspaper” Kim Yo Jong, a
senior Workers’ Party offi-
cial, said in a statement car-
ried in state media. She
called South Korean ex-
perts’ comments on the
satellite photos “nonsensi-
cal,” “malicious disparag-
ing” and “dog barking.”

Kim Yo Jong said the test
satellite launched carried a

commercial camera be-
cause there was no reason
to use an expensive, high-
resolution camera for a one-
time test. She said North
Korea used two outdated
missiles as space launch ve-
hicles one for a test of track-
ing and receiving signals
and the other for taking
satellite photos and other
tests. “If we want to develop
an intercontinental ballistic
missile, we just fire it. We
don’t use a satellite to carry
out a disguised test of a
long-range missile test as
South Korean puppets
claim to sway public opin-
ions,” Kim Yo Jong said.

Kim’s sister says doubt on spy
satellite are ‘dog barking’

Beijing, Dec 20 (AP):

China says Chinese-
Russian naval drills begin-
ning Wednesday aim to
“further deepen” coopera-
tion between the sides
whose unofficial anti-
Western alliance has
gained strength since
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

The drills will be held
off the coast of Zhejiang
province south of
Shanghai through next
Tuesday, according to a
brief notice posted
Monday by China’s
Eastern Theater
Command under the rul-
ing Communist Party’s
military wing, the People’s
Liberation Army.

“This joint exercise is
directed at demonstrating
the determination and ca-
pability of the two sides to
jointly respond to mar-
itime security threats ...

and further deepen the
China-Russia comprehen-
sive new-era strategic
partnership of coordina-
tion,” the notice said.

The Russian Defense
Ministry said the Varyag
missile cruiser, the
Marshal Shaposhnikov de-
stroyer and two corvettes
of Russia’s Pacific Fleet
would take part in the ma-
neuvers. The ministry
said the Chinese navy
planned to deploy several
surface warships and a
submarine for the exer-
cise, and that aircraft from
the sides would also take
part. The Chinese side
gave no immediate word
on what units would be
taking part. Setting aside
decades of mutual dis-
trust, China and Russia
have stepped up such drills
as part of their aligning of
foreign policies to oppose
the U.S.-led liberal Western
political order. China has re-

fused to criticize Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine at the
United Nations, or even to
refer to it as such, has con-
demned Western sanctions
against Moscow and has ac-
cused Washington and
NATO of provoking
Vladimir Putin into taking
action. China declared a “no
limits” friendship with
Russia just weeks before the
invasion and remains a
major customer for Russian
oil and gas bought at a
heavy discount, although it
is not known to have sold
military hardware to
Moscow.

In November, Tu-95
bombers of the Russian air
force and Chinese H-6K
bombers flew joint patrols
over the Sea of Japan and
the East China Sea. As part
of the drills, the Russian
bombers landed in China
for the first time, and the
Chinese bombers flew to an
air base in Russia.

China-Russia navy drills 
to ‘further deepen’ partnership

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak talks with NATO Troops
at the Tapa Military base, in Tapa, Estonia.

B uy Now, Pay Later
(BNPL) services have

dramatically changed the
landscape of personal lending,
largely by being easy to access
and not charging interest thus
avoiding national credit
laws.In the 2021-22 financial
year, according to data from
the Reserve Bank of
Australia, the number of ac-
tive BNPL accounts in
Australia rose from 5 million
to 7 million. Collectively, these
users spent Australian dollars
16 billion, about 37% more
than the previous years (and
about 2% of all card purchas-
es). With the federal govern-
ment now considering options
to better regulate the industry,
we've been researching how
this largely unregulated but
growing corner of the debt

market is affecting BNPL's
biggest users young adults.
Our annual survey of people
aged 18-24, the Australian
Youth Barometer conducted
in August, indicates 27% of
young people used BNPL in
the past 12 months. BNPL's
popularity as a credit product
is only surpassed by credit
cards, used by 31% of young
Australians in the past year.

About the Australian Youth
Barometer

This is the second year of
the Australian Youth
Barometer, a nationally repre-
sentative survey sample of 505
Australians aged 18-24. In 2021
we asked young people if they
had ever used a BNPL service.
This year, we asked about
BNPL use over the previous
year. In the 2021 Australian
Youth Barometer 53% of par-
ticipants said they had ever
used a BNPL service. That re-
sult was broadly consistent
with research from the
Australian Finance Industry
Association. In March 2021,
AFIA's surveys found 44% of
those aged 18-24, and 52% of
those aged 25-35, had used
BNPL. By March 2022 those
percentages rose to 55% and
58%, respectively.

Financial difficulties are
widespread

Our 2022 survey reports that
90% of young Australians ex-
perienced financial difficul-
ties at some point during the
past year. About a quarter said
this happened often or very
often. In our 2021 survey, 82%
said they had experienced fi-
nancial difficulties during the
previous two years. Financial
stress is correlated with BNPL
use. Our 2022 survey data indi-
cates 30% of those very often
in financial difficulties over
the previous year used BNPL
services, compared with just
8% of those who had never ex-
perienced financial difficulty.

But the relationship is not
clear-cut, with BNPL use
being most prevalent among
those who experience finan-
cial difficulties only some-
times.

Attitudes to BNPL
Generalisations about

young people being "hooked"
on BNPL credit are therefore
inaccurate. As in any demo-
graphic, attitudes vary. Our
2021 survey results indicate
about half are wary of BNPL
services, agreeing they have a
negative effect on young peo-
ple's financial behaviour.

But as incomes fail to keep
up with the cost of living par-
ticularly for energy and hous-
ing the high use of BNPL

should ring regulatory alarm
bells.

The Treasury's consultation
paper on regulating the BNPL
industry notes the need to sub-
ject BNPL companies to the
same type of responsible lend-
ing standards and require-
ments imposed on credit
providers through Australia's
National Consumer Credit
Protection Act.

BNPL products are not sub-
ject to these credit laws be-
cause they don't charge inter-
est, which is key to the act's
definition of credit provision.
As the Treasury paper notes:

This unintended regulatory
gap creates the potential for
consumer harm due to the ab-
sence of key protections avail-
able to other products regulat-
ed by the Credit Act.

Closing this gap is impor-
tant to increase protections
for young people and BNPL
users.

But just as important is to
address the underlying causes
of financial insecurity that
push people into debt in the
first place.

(Professor Monash
University, Beatriz Gallo
Cordoba: Research Fellow
Monash University & Blake
Cutler: Researcher at
Monash University.)
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Football legend
The chief architect of the
victory was Messi who has
carved a niche for himself
in the annals of football leg-
ends such as Pele and
Maradona. It was also a con-
test between 35-year-old
Messi and young star
Mbappe of France. Messi’s
inspiring spirit to win, com-
bined with his stamina, de-
fied the age barrier by
demonstrating an incredi-
ble performance for his
country and millions of
fans the world over. He can
now retire in glory and con-
tinue to motivate the new
generation of players
throughout the world.

Gurpreet Singh

Messi’s done it
At the age of 11, Messi was
diagnosed with hormone
deficiency and he was
shorter than children his
age. He was told that he
could never become a foot-
baller. Today, we take his
name in the same breath as
the greatest footballers, Pele
and Maradona. What an in-
spiring story! This was in-
deed football’s greatest
World Cup final match,
with the magic of both
Messi and Mbappe on full
display. But it seemed that
even God wanted to help
Messi have a dream end to
his great career.

Bal Govind, Noida

Equal share 
The long-awaited and
much-talked-about election
results of Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh along
with the MCD are out. It is
very interesting to note that
all three major political par-
ties, namely BJP, INC and
AAP, equally shared the
success of the election re-
sults. It was BJP in Gujarat,
Congress in Himachal
Pradesh and AAP in Delhi
MCD. So, a very clear mes-
sage to all political parties
is not to take the choice of
the electorates for guaran-
teed. Also Read - For India it
is continuity with progress
in the year ahead BJP's loss
in Himachal Pradesh is a
pointer in this direction.
There seemed to be no more
MODI wave or factor. It is
only the development factor
which mattered as evi-
denced by the poll results of
Himachal Pradesh and
MCD poll results.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,
by mail
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Migrant workers, residing in temporary shelters near the Maripat Station, amid dense fog during a cold winter morning, in
Gautam Buddha Nagar district, Tuesday, Dec. 20.

AMID DENSE FOG 

II f judges and journalists hesitate in their duty to take the side of
truth and speak the truth to the powers that be, then democracy

will collapse. This word of caution has come from eminent jurist and
retired Justice BN Shrikrishna while he was speaking at an event at
the Mumbai Press Club on Saturday. According to him, there are two
professions – that of judges and that of journalists – in which people
have to side with the truth. And, his conviction is that if they falter,
then democracy will collapse. It is exactly in the interest of uphold-
ing democracy that people engaged in these two professions should
speak the truth to the powers that be. Though a lot has been dis-
cussed in the past century or so about democracy and about how to
ensure that democracy remains healthy, vibrant and thriving, the
eminent jurist said that the media has a more crucial role to play,
especially in the event that the first three "cosy up". In the words of
the jurist, if the first three of the four pillars of democracy — judici-
ary, legislature, executive and the press – "cosy up", then it is the
duty of the press to take them to task. This is a very significant state-
ment, especially at a time when the credibility of the press – media,
to be more specific in contemporary time – itself is under scrutiny
across the globe. In India, too, the media has come under the scan-
ner, with certain people passing disturbingly ugly comments against
a section of the media. The jurist's observations have also come at a
time when the media in India has been accused by some of playing a
disproportionate role in shaping public perceptions of politics, elec-
toral outcomes and the way power is being exercised. There are also
allegations that while a section of media personalities are seen to
increasingly rub shoulders with top-level politicians, industrialists
and corporate lobbyists, there are also allegations of a section of the
media becoming 'lap-dogs' of politicians. In this context, it is also
pertinent to mention that the latest Freedom of Press Index released
by the Reporters Without Borders has shown that India had sunk
eight points, from 142 (2021) to 150th position this year. What is even
more disturbing is that India, according to the Freedom of Press
Index, is considered as a very dangerous place for journalists with
three-four being killed each year.

TTaalliiaa  DDaann--CCoohheenn  aanndd  CCaarrll  CCrraavveerr

AA re you sure astrology isn't a science? Both astrology and astron-
omy are in the business of making predictions. The theories of

astrology claim that the positions of the planets and the stars influence
who you are and what happens to you: your job, your personality and
your romantic partner. Astrologers make these predictions based on
the positions of the planets at the time of your birth. Astronomy, in
contrast, makes predictions about such phenomena as the movements
of planets and the expansion of galaxies. Astronomers explain their
predictions with such properties as masses, distances and gravitation-
al forces. As a philosopher and an anthropologist who study what sci-
ence means to society, we think it is important to separate the ques-
tion of whether something is a science from the question of whether it
is true or false. Science, in essence, involves making and testing fac-
tual claims about the world. Factual claims are true or false descrip-
tions of the world (Joe is 1 metre tall) as opposed to descriptions of
how we define things (1 metre is 1,000 milimetres). In this sense,
astrologers, like astronomers, make factual claims about the world. To
us, that makes astrology sound a lot like a set of scientific beliefs. For
a very long time, until the 17th or 18th century, astronomy and astrol-
ogy were practised side by side. After all, knowing where the planets
were relative to the stars was necessary to make accurate predictions
about how their locations influenced human affairs. That's why
astronomers and astrologers populated medical schools and govern-
ments, advising people on what the heavens signalled was to come on
Earth. Even famed astronomers Galileo and Kepler practised astrology.
Any rule that says they are scientists only if they make one set of fac-
tual claims but not when they make another set of factual claims
divides these thinkers into two halves that aren't meant to be contra-
dictory. In both cases, they wanted to know how things worked so they
could predict how things would go in the future. But here's the rub:
When researchers test the predictions astrology makes about people's
lives, those predictions turn out to be no better than guesswork.There
is currently no broadly accepted evidence that galactic forces are
capable of influencing the choices people make. The truck parked on
the street exerts more gravitational pull on you than Mars does, and
the radio waves from your local station far outpower those from
Jupiter, for instance. There is an important difference between being
false and being unscientific. Currently, astrological theories are false
precisely because they make scientific claims about the world, and
those claims turn out to be wrong. Although the predictions astrology
makes are false, they are nonetheless a matter of science. That's how
we know they are wrong, after all. Some people believe they find sup-
port for astrological predictions in their own personal experience. They
read their horoscope and it seems just right: They did "meet someone
interesting" or "benefit from listening to a close friend's advice." But
the predictions are vague enough that they would often be true even if
astrology were utterly bogus. That's why it can be difficult to figure out
how to assess an astrologer's predictions with precision. Theories of
astronomy, on the other hand, have evolved over the years with
advances in technology. They are routinely corrected in response to
increasingly precise measurements. For example, Einstein's theory of
general relativity got a boost over Newton's because it predicted the
precise migration of Mercury's closest point to the Sun year after year.
If astrology had the same ability to make correct predictions with such
precision, it might still be a major focus of scientific attention. But then
why do so many people find astrology so useful if its predictions are
not well founded? Why are astrological signs and horoscopes so popu-
lar? It seems that looking to the sky to make some sense of what's
going on right now and what's going to happen in the future has
appealed to a lot of different people at different times in history all
over the world. When it comes to what's commonly known as Western
astrology, many people find their astrological sign to be a source of
meaning in their lives. In fact, nearly 30 per cent of Americans believe
in astrology.It's one of many tools we have for telling stories about our-
selves to make sense of who we are, why we are that way and why
experiences that otherwise would feel meaningless and confusing
seem to happen to us all the time. In this sense, astrology's success
might be less about prediction and more about what it offers in terms
of meaning and interpretation. Among other things, astrology can be a
useful prompt for self-reflection. It asks us whether we have traits typ-
ical of our astrological sign, and whether those we love have traits the
theory suggests they ought to have. Thinking about our traits and rela-
tionships with the people around us is generally a good tool for under-
standing who we are, what we want to be and the meaning of our lives.
Perhaps astrology is helpful in this way, independently of whether
those traits are fixed by the stars.

Why is astronomy a science
but astrology is not?

Of judges, journalists 
and democracy 

90% of young people had
financial troubles in 2022

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

Though politicians have for
long tried to reproduce the
people they represent in the
clothes they wear, Our PM
Narendra Modi has too man-
aged to create an everlasting
image with his kurtas. His
sartorial taste is not some-
thing he acquired suddenly as
the chief minister or the
prime minister. He is a total
style icon and has an individ-
ual style of his own.

He believes in the Gujarati
proverb that says a man’s
worth is determined by what
he wears. He dresses differ-
ently when in India and when
travelling abroad. Modi’s love
for khadi is not new. It is re-
ported that “When he was the
Gujarat chief minister, he
used to visit khadi outlets in
Ahmedabad or Gandhinagar
every year in October to buy
the fabric and apparels for
himself. He was always fol-
lowed by his cabinet col-
leagues and top officials.”
Modi's usual attire is a kurta
and vest, and his unusual
half-sleeve kurta is known as
the Modi Kurta. The prime
minister's clothes are made of
silk or cotton, are crisply
ironed and are handmade in
Gujarat. Modi’s ‘Kurta-
Jacket’ combo has now be-
come the latest craze among
youngsters with around 1500
pieces being sold daily in
khadi outlets. It was
Jawaharlal Nehru who used
to wear these jackets and per-

haps Modi made it more fa-
mous. According to the
Managing director of
JadeBlue Lifestyle India Ltd,
Modiji has popularised it and
taken it to the masses.
Nehruji used to largely wear
white and off-white jackets.
He never wore colours. Modiji
brought in colours and a new
design. It has become a style
statement even among corpo-
rates. This Nehru coat or jack-
et is named after the India’s
first Prime Minister ‘Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, who used
to wear Western style Achkan
in his routine. During the 10th
century the jacket was not ac-

tually a jacket but a short
shirt worn over a longer
kurta and under a certain
kind of coat, only worn by
men. The basic structure of
the Nehru jacket, however,
has remained the same
throughout time.

Modi's wardrobe has
gained a huge amount of at-
tention. Though Modi is a big
fan of brand names his outfits
tend to reflect a connection to
his roots. He is very particu-
lar about his look and has
"shunned the shabby and
crumpled kurtas and
dhotis/pyjamas — the staple
political costume of the tradi-

tional Indian politician.
There are a number of outlets
across the country where
Modi-wear is being sold. In
Ahmedabad, a shop sells jack-
ets and kurtas reportedly
manufactured with ‘Modi’s
blessings’. According to The
New York Times, known for
his attire, Modi is inspired
what is known as the Modi
Kurta, "a revisionist version
of the classic Indian tunic
shirt with half-length
sleeves."  In the recent few
years the Modi Kurta has be-
come famous world over.
Fashion experts also endorse
the fact that Modi jacket has

darts at the pockets that give a
slimming effect to Modi.

The Modi Kurta has a leg-
endary following among peo-
ple but this widely acclaimed
‘style statement’ that it has be-
come very simple origins. On
the origins of the ‘Modi
Kurta’ Modi says “My work
with the RSS and BJP not
only meant excessive travel-
ling, but also uncertain and
punishing schedules. And, as
someone who always washed
his own clothes, I realized that
washing a full sleeved Kurta
was tougher and more time
consuming so I decided to cut
his Kurtas into half sleeved
ones.” Thus the Modi Kurta
was born! It is clear that apart
from being a dynamic leader,
he has with his stunning
styling sense has shown that
with big powers do come big
responsibilities and it even re-
spect to his style. In fact, his
fondness for bright colours
and well-cut jackets reflect a
distinct sartorial taste. It’s in-
teresting to know why the
world is convinced that Modi
is the new style icon of India.
During his years as an emerg-
ing leader he used to cut the
sleeves of the kurtas short to
serve the dual purpose: he
had to wash little and the kur-
tas occupied less space in his
bag. Don’t we think, Modi’s
whose appearance began to
display signs of finesse about
a decade back, clearly  recog-
nizes the role of dressing in
creating a personality cult all
over world ?

PM Modi becomes a Style Icon with Kurta-Jacket 
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Fertiliser supply 

New Delhi: The avail-
ability of Di-ammoni-
um Phosphate (DAP)
fertiliser has re-
mained comfortable
in the country,
Minister of State for
Chemicals and
Fertilisers
Bhagwanth Khuba
said in the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.
Against the require-
ment of 55.38 lakh
tonne for the ongoing
rabi (winter) season of
the 2022-23 crop year
(July-June), the avail-
ability was 47.88 lakh
tonne till December
14, he said in his writ-
ten reply to the Upper
House.

Toxic waste
New Delhi: The
Chemicals and
Fertiliser Ministry
has forwarded the
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment's proposal on
disposal of chemical
waste lying at the erst-
while Union Carbide
site in Bhopal to the
Environment
Ministry, Parliament
was informed on
Tuesday. In a written
reply to the Rajya
Sabha, Minister of
State for Chemicals
and Fertiliser
Bagwanth Khuba said
as per Union Cabinet's
decision in 2010, the
Madhya Pradesh gov-
ernment is responsi-
ble for undertaking
disposal of chemical
waste from the Union
Carbide site in
Bhopal.

Foreign companies

New Delhi: As many
as 3,291 foreign com-
panies were active out
of the 5,068 overseas
companies that had
registered their place
of business in India
till September this
year, according to the
government. Minister
of State for Corporate
Affairs Rao Inderjit
Singh on Monday said
that information
about 'ceasing of oper-
ations' is not main-
tained by the corpo-
rate affairs ministry.

IPO to open 
New Delhi: Radiant
Cash Management
Services on Tuesday
said it has fixed a
price band of Rs 94 to
Rs 99 a share for its Rs
388-crore initial public
offering. The initial
share-sale will open
for public subscrip-
tion during December
23-27, the company
said in a statement.
The IPO comprises
fresh issue of shares
worth up to Rs 60
crore and an offer for
sale (OFS) of
33,125,000 shares by
promoter David
Devasahayam and pri-
vate equity firm
Ascent Capital
Advisors India. In
2015, Ascent Capital
had acquired 37.2 per
cent stake in the com-
pany. Based on the
upper band of the
share price, the IPO is
expected to fetch Rs
388 crore.

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

Taking a dig at undue
delay in clearance of
Surety Bond Insurance
product at the regulators'
end, Union road transport
minister Nitin Gadkari on
Monday said they should
not take years to approve a
small innovative scheme.
Talking about his person-
al experience with regard
to getting approval for a
surety bond insurance for
infrastructure sector, he
said, the IRDAI took three
years to clear the product
even after a lot of persua-
sion from the ministry.

The minister on
Monday launched the
country's first-ever surety
bond insurance product
for the infrastructure sec-
tor, which has been devel-
oped by Bajaj Allianz
General Insurance. Surety
Bond Insurance will act as
a security arrangement
for infrastructure projects

and will insulate the con-
tractor as well as the prin-
cipal (contract awarding
authority) from any loss.
"Insurance Regulatory
and Development
Authority of India
(IRDAI) took three years
to do (a) detail study of
surety bond proposal.
After three years, the

regulator gave NOC (no-
objection certificate). I
must thank efficiency of
the regulator who
cleared it in 3-3.5 years,"
he said while launching
the product here. The in-
cumbent chairman
Debasish Panda is good,
dynamic and efficient
person, he said.

Regulators should be 
nimble-footed, they should take

decision fast: Gadkari

HDFC hikes 

lending rate by 35 bps

to 8.65 pc

Mumbai, Dec 20:
Mortgage leader HDFC on
Monday announced a 35
basis points increase in its
retail prime lending rate
and now the minimum rate
will be 8.65 per cent. The re-
vised rates would be effec-
tive from Tuesday. The re-
tail prime lending rate on
housing loans, on which
the adjustable rate home
loans are benchmarked,
has been increased by 35
basis points to 8.65 per cent
onwards, effective
December 20, the bank said
in a regulatory filing.
HDFC has cumulatively in-
creased its lending by 225
bps since May. The repo
rate currently stands at 6.25
per cent, the same as the
pre-pandemic level. HDFC
said the new rate of 8.65 per
cent will be available only
for those borrowers with a
credit score of 800 and
above. This is the lowest
rate in the industry, it
added. The lowest lending
rate of SBI, which leads the
market in home loan AUM
with over Rs 6 lakh crore, is
8.75 per cent for those with
a credit score of 750-plus.

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

In a series of orders is-
sued against individual es-
tablishments in December
2022, the Bombay High
Court has restrained the
use of copyright-protected
sound recordings of
P h o n o g r a p h i c
Performance Ltd. (PPL)
without license by hun-
dreds of popular commer-
cial establishments like
Hotels, Resorts, Lounges,
Pubs, Clubs, Bars etc. such
as Xeco Media LLP
(Discover Resorts), Digi1
Electronics, The Bar Stock
Exchange, Snow World
Entertainment, Adyar
Gate Hotels, Byke
Hospitality, Siddhivinayak
Hospitality, FML
Hospitality, Sai Silks
(Kalamandir), Ambuja
Neotia Holdings, GRT

Hotels and Resorts and
their outlets across the
country. The recent court
orders assume great signif-
icance, as the order applies
to all usage of music in-
cluding ones being played
in public places on New
Year’s Eve, Christmas, and
any other events or in the
background throughout
the year. The eighty-year-
old establishment  PPL
India is a     music licensing
company that control/
owns on ground perform-
ance rights of more than
350 music labels control-
ling over 4 million domes-
tic and international
sound recordings in sever-
al languages like Hindi,
English, Punjabi, Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada,
Haryanvi, Bhojpuri, etc. It
controls rights for on
ground usage of recorded

songs of some of the
biggest record labels, such
as Aditya Music, Ananda
Audio, Divo, Diljit
Dosanjh, Lahari Music,
Saregama, Sony Music,
Sonotek, T-Series, Times
Music, Universal Music,
Warner Music, and many
more. The commercial es-
tablishments are required
to obtain two types of li-
censes, one for playing
Copyrighted songs in back-
ground in the premises
throughout the year and
another for events like
New Year, Christmas,
Valentine’s Day, Holi or
corporate events etc. help-
ing people to celebrate fea-
tured usage of music.

G.B Aayeer, MD & CEO
of PPL India said that
“The music copyrights are
very expensive world over
where the investments by

music companies run into
several billions and tril-
lions to make and acquire
music. The license fee that
PPL seeks from the estab-
lishments who are using
its music is very nominal
and are based on ratio-
nalised / published tariffs.
Even though in India,
music plays an essential
part on every occasion,
many people have a mind-
set of not paying for its
usage resulting in     huge
loss not only for the right-
ful owners, but also for the
entire     creative communi-
ty. While PPL earnestly
thanks     all the establish-
ments who have come for-
ward and procured licens-
es     in advance, it has no
other alternative but to
seek relief from courts
against the adamant in-
fringers.”

Bombay High Court comes down heavily on Copyright
Infringers playing PPL music without a license

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

Shakti Pumps (India)
Limited, a pioneer in the
manufacturing and export
of energy-efficient pumps
and motors, won the
Excellence Engineering
Export Award. Engineering
Export Promotion
Counselling India (EEPC
INDIA) presented the hon-
our. This award was given
out at the 37th Western
Region Awards ceremony
at the Hotel Four Seasons in
Mumbai by EEPC India, a
division of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry of
the Government of India.

In a formal event,
Anupriya Patel, the Union
Minister of State for
Commerce & Industry, gave
the award to Ramesh
Patidar, Director - Exports

at Shakti Pumps (India)
Limited. Shakti Pumps re-
ceived the honour of being
the star performer in the
product group for the
2018–19 financial year. The
award was given in the cat-
egory of Large Enterprise
for Pumps, Compressor,
Hydraulic, and Pneumatic
Power Engine and their

parts. Apart from getting
the Best Industrialist
award, Shakti Pumps has
received many other
awards. Mr. Dinesh
Patidar, Chairman and
Managing Director, Shakti
Pumps, dedicates this
award to the entire work-
force and people associat-
ed with Shakti Pumps.

Shakti Pumps received Excellence
Engineering Export Award

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

The regulatory burden
is the highest on small
cars, a key segment of the
Indian automobile indus-
try and having a uniform
tax structure across all
segments of vehicles will
not augur well for the sec-
tor growth, according to
Maruti Suzuki India
Chairman RC Bhargava.
He also said India's eco-
nomic growth rate could
be higher if the manufac-
turing sector grows fast,
which 'unfortunately' has
remained a laggard de-
spite the best efforts of the
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment at the Centre due
to implementation gaps at
the ground level. "The bur-

den of regulatory changes
on the small cars is far
higher than the regulatory
burden on big cars and
that is changing the whole
market behaviour. People
who are buying small cars
are not buying small cars
in near the same numbers.
Personally, I think it's not a
good thing, either for the

car industry or the coun-
try," Bhargava said in an
interaction on Monday
evening. For the healthy
growth of the automobile
industry, there must be a
steady increase in the
number of new customers
in the car parc.

The base of ownership
of cars must be increasing
every year. Only then
when the whole pyramid
becomes a larger one,
which is able to balance it-
self, he added. "I don't see
that as becoming an in-
verted pyramid and the
car industry becomes an
industry where in India
there is hardly any growth
in the small segment and
all the growth takes place
in the higher segments.

Uniform tax on small, big 
cars will not augur well for auto

industry growth: Bhargava

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

Nearly 1.15 crore
Indians who had never be-
fore taken a flight were
able to experience air trav-
el via the government's
ambitious UDAN scheme,
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia informed
Parliament. Replying to
queries during Question
Hour in the Rajya Sabha,
Scindia said UDAN is an
ambitious scheme of the
government of India,
under which during the
last six years -- since its in-
ception in 2016 -- nearly
1.15 crore people who had
never travelled in an aero-
plane were able to under-
take that journey. He fur-
ther shared that 11 airlines

are currently part of
UDAN, out of which three
are startups, whereas 70
new airports have been es-
tablished. "Apart from
these we are going to es-
tablish 68 new airports by
the end of 2024 towards di-
versification of civil avia-
tion sector," said the minis-
ter. The ministry of civil
aviation has launched the
Regional Connectivity
Scheme (RCS) -- UDAN
(Ude Desh ka Aam
Nagrik) on October 21,
2016 with an aim to stimu-
late regional air connectiv-
ity and making air travel
affordable to the masses.
"As on November 30, 2022,
after four rounds of bid-
ding under UDAN, 453
routes have commenced,
operationalising 70 air-

ports, including 2 water
aerodrome and 9 heliports.
More than 2.15 lakh UDAN
flights have operated and
over 1.1 crore passengers
have availed the benefits
in UDAN flights so far. The
scheme has been able to
provide air connectivity to
Tier-2 & Tier-3 cities at af-
fordable airfares and has

transformed the way peo-
ple travel," the minister
said in the reply. The
UDAN scheme is applica-
ble for a period of 10 years
from the date of its notifi-
cation. "The government
has set a target to opera-
tionalise 1,000 UDAN
routes during the curren-
cy of the scheme and to re-
vive/develop 100 unserved
and underserved airports/
heliports/water aero-
dromes by 2024. The gov-
ernment of India has ap-
proved a budget of Rs 4,500
crore for revival of exist-
ing unserved/underserved
airports/airstrips of the
state governments,
Airports Authority of
India, public sector under-
takings and civil en-
claves," Scindia said.

Nearly 1.15 crore Indians experienced air travel
through UDAN scheme since 2016: Scindia

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

The EPS-95 National
Agitation Committee has
given 15 days notice to the
labour ministry for in-
creasing the minimum
monthly pension to Rs
7,500 from the existing Rs
1,000 and threatened a na-
tionwide stir if the de-
mand is not met. The
Employees Pension
Scheme 1995 or EPS-95 is
run by the retirement fund
body EPFO, which covers
over six crore subscribers
and over 75 lakh pensioner
beneficiaries. In a letter to
Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Monday, the committee
said there is an increase in
the deaths of EPS-95 pen-
sioners due to very meagre

pension amount and lack
of medical facilities. It
threatened a nationwide
agitation, including block-
ing rail and roadways and
a collective fast onto death
if the minimum pension is
not hiked within 15 days.
The committee has de-
manded enhancement of
minimum pension from Rs
1,000 to Rs 7,500 along with
Dearness Allowance de-
clared at regular intervals.
It has also sought payment
of pension on actual salary
as per the Supreme Court's
verdicts dated October 4,
2016 and November 4, 2022.
The apex court had earlier
in November directed the
government to give the op-
tion for contributing to the
EPS-95 scheme on higher
salaries.

EPS-95 pensioners' 
body gives 15 days notice

to labour ministry 

New Delhi, Dec 20: 

Fodder prices have in-
creased by 28 pc in
November compared to
the same month last year,
the government said on
Tuesday. "Wholesale price
index (WPI) data released
by the Commerce and
Industry Ministry, showed
that the index value for
fodder has recorded at
225.7 in November 2022,
registering an increase of
27.66 per cent over the
same month last year
(176.8)," Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying
Minister Parshottam
Rupala said in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha.
"As such, no severe hard-
ships to rural families
whose livelihood are de-
pendent on livestock have
been reported by the
States, although there is

increase in the price of
fodder," he added.

The minister informed
that the ICAR- Indian
Grassland and Fodder
Research Institute
(IGFRI), Jhansi has esti-
mated that there is deficit
of 11.24 per cent, 23.4 per
cent and 28.9 per cent in
green fodder, dry fodder
and concentrates, respec-
tively, at the national level.
"The state governments

are primarily responsible
for assessing the shortage
of fodder, if any, and its
impact on the dairy prod-
ucts," Rupala said. He in-
formed the Lower House
that the Centre has not re-
ceived any report from
states on any adverse im-
pact on dairy products.
Rupala said the agricul-
ture ministry has desig-
nated the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) as implementing
agency under the scheme
of Formation and
Promotion of 10,000
Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) to
form and promote 100
FPOs, primarily fodder
centric and animal hus-
bandry activities as a sec-
ondary activity. These
"Fodder plus FPOs" would
engage in fodder develop-
ment activities.

Fodder prices up 28 pc in Nov 2022: Govt

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

The rupee depreciated
13 paise to settle at 82.75
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday as
investors turned cautious
in view of a negative trend
in domestic equities and
rising crude prices in the
global markets. Besides,
renewed forex outflows
and a waning appetite for
riskier assets also dragged
down the local unit, forex
dealers said.

However, a sharp de-
cline in the greenback
against major rivals over-
seas restricted the rupee's
loss, they added. At the in-
terbank forex market, the
local unit opened weak at
82.69 against the green-
back and witnessed an
intra-day high of 82.69 and
a low of 82.88. It finally

ended at 82.75 against the
American currency, a de-
cline of 13 paise over its
previous close of 82.62. On
the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex
ended 103.90 points or 0.17
per cent lower at 61,702.29,
while the broader NSE
Nifty fell 35.15 points or
0.19 per cent to 18,385.30.
Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, ad-
vanced 0.73 per cent to
USD 80.38 per barrel.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined
0.74 per cent to 103.95.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors (FIIs) were net sell-
ers in the capital markets
on Monday as they of-
floaded shares worth Rs
538.10 crore, according to
exchange data.

Rupee declines 13 paise 
to 82.75 against dollar

Union Minister of Road Transport & Highways Nitin Gadkari with
MoS for for Road Transport & Highways Vijay Kumar Singh and
Tapan Singhel, MD & CEO, Bajaj Allianz General Insurance during
the launch of the ‘Surety Bond Insurance’ product from Bajaj
Allianz, in New Delhi.

Mumbai, Dec 20: 

Equity benchmarks re-
covered most of their
intra-day losses and ended
marginally lower on
Tuesday amid buying in
index majors Reliance
Industries and Tata
Consultancy Services.
Helped by last minute buy-
ing activity in some of the
index heavyweights, the
30-share BSE benchmark
Sensex managed to trim
most of its early declines
and ended lower by 103.90
points or 0.17 per cent at
61,702.29.

During the day, it had
tumbled 703.51 points or
1.13 per cent to 61,102.68.
The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 35.15 points or 0.19
per cent to end at 18,385.30.
From the Sensex pack,
Tata Motors, Hindustan
Unilever, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Larsen &
Toubro, Bharti Airtel,
Maruti Suzuki, NTPC,
Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finance and Tata Steel

were among the major lag-
gards. Tata Consultancy
Services, Reliance
Industries, UltraTech
Cement, IndusInd Bank,
Axis Bank and ICICI Bank
ended in the green from
the 30-share pack.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity
markets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
closed lower. Equity ex-
changes in Europe were
trading in the negative ter-
ritory in mid-session
deals. The US markets had
ended lower on Monday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude inched
up 0.65 per cent to USD
80.32 per barrel.

Markets recover most
of intra-day losses;

end marginally lower
New Delhi, Dec 20: 

The government has
raised over Rs 4.04 lakh
crore through disinvest-
ment and strategic sale of
public sector enterprises
since the Modi govern-
ment came into power in
2014, the Finance
Ministry said on Tuesday.
Of this, the largest
amount totalling over Rs
1.07 lakh crore through
offer for sale in 59 cases.

This was followed by a
stake sale through
Exchange Traded Fund
(ETF) in 10 tranches, ag-
gregating to Rs 98,949
crore. Strategic sales in
10 companies, including
Air India, yielded Rs
69,412 crore to the excheq-
uer in the last 8 years.
Share buyback in 45
cases fetched Rs 45,104
crore. 17 CPSEs were list-
ed since 2014-15, which
yielded Rs 50,386 crore. Of
this, the initial public of-
fering (IPO) of LIC alone
fetched the government
Rs 20,516 crore.

Govt raises over
Rs 4 lakh cr via
disinvestment

since 2014

Paoli Dam’s ‘Chhaad
The Terrace’ reaches

KIFF Kolkata after
Europe premiere

Actress Paoli Dam is thrilled to see her realistic-
drama film 'Chhaad The Terrace' making waves

globally and for its premiere at KIFF Kolkata.
Paoli said: "I'm thrilled to see the movie making its
way around the world and has already been showcased
in Europe and premiered in North America, so it's great
to see it finally reaching its home viewers. Thank you
KIFF, Kolkata, for selection and screening the movie."
'Chhaad The Terrace' also stars Arunoday 'Rahul'
Banerjee and Rajnandini Paul. The film explores the pro-
tagonist, Mitra's relationship with the terrace and even-
tually her disillusionment with the terrace. Mitra is per-

turbed with her marital responsibilities, she is a writer
and a school teacher, her identity issues trigger her
when she is denied access to the terrace- her open
space. Indrani, the director said: "This is a special
moment as my home-town will host the India pre-

miere of Chhaad The Terrace. I would like to
extend my gratitude to the National Film

Development Corporation for its constant sup-
port and making a dream into reality. I am

looking forward to connecting my film
with audiences and lovers of

open spaces."
Ravinder Bhakar,

Managing Director,
NFDC India,

informed that: "I'm
pleased to see

the movie pick-
ing up

momentum
in festivals

through-
out the

world. 

ACROSS

1. Stumble

5. Mild oath

9. Neckerchief

14. Not there

15. ____ model

16. Bicycle part

17. Flexible

19. Maxim

20. Weight measure

21. Wrong

22. Appointed

23. Bias

24. Respectful title

25. Concurs

28. Lotion ingredient

30. Air hero

33. Distribute cards

34. Online troublemaker

35. Squeal

36. Announce

39. Beg

41. Wind dir.

42. Nappy leather

44. Facts

45. ____ Plaines, Illinois

46. Wristwatch info

47. Dried grape

49. Rooster's mate

50. Dozed

52. Concerned one

55. In reserve

56. French buddy

59. ____ acid (protein component)

60. Electricity source

62. Leonardo da ____

63. Impulse

64. Extinct creature

65. ____ out (narrowly defeated)

66. Tiny particle

67. Not closed

DOWN

1. "All ____ Jazz"

2. Decorate anew

3. OPEC member

4. Enthusiasm

5. Serious plays

6. Batman's sidekick

7. Sports VIP (hyph.)

8. Casual tops

9. Certain dogs

10. Fragrant wood

11. Eden resident

12. Craze

13. Escaped

18. Yarn

23. Vend

24. Cobbler's concern

25. Tacked on
26. Silly ones
27. Marathons, e.g.
29. Earring site
30. Locales
31. Desert plants
32. Patriot ____ Allen
34. Abound
37. Small celestial body
38. Wreck
40. Censor
43. Meal ender
47. Cash in
48. Imitator
49. For this reason
51. Jargon
52. Prehistoric dwelling
53. In the center of
54. Finger jewelry
55. Mexican water
56. Above
57. A la ____
58. Wrinkle remover
61. Excitement
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K
annada superstar
Yash of 'KGF' fame is
going to announce his

new venture on his birthday
celebrated on January 8,
sources close to him con-
firmed. The fans across the
country are eagerly waiting
for the news from the super-
star. Yash, though, has re-
mained tight-lipped about his
new movie.

When asked about it at his
last media interaction, Yash
had maintained that he won't
hurry things up. "I will ex-
plain all by myself," Yash had
said. On January 8, Yash will
make the big announcement
to his fans about his new
movie, which is going to be
sensational, said sources
close to him. "This time

Yash's experimentation
would make international
news and be a big turning
point for Indian cinema.
Yash is all set to take Indian
cinema to international
level," sources explained.

He is confident of deliver-
ing a superhit movie at the
international level, like just
how he did it with 'KGF
Chapter-1' and 'KGF Chapter-
2', elevating the Kannada film
industry to the national level.

Yash will also announce
the launch of his production
house in the name of his
daughter Ayra. Yash had re-
leased the video with
Hollywood stunt director J.J.
Perry and his team practised
shooting, giving hints about
his new venture.

Yash to announce
his new venture on
b’day - January 8

S
tarting 2nd January
at 9:00 PM, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television and Sony LIV
are all set to bring to the
viewers the much antici-
pated cooking reality
show, ‘MasterChef India!’
With the renowned Chefs
– Ranveer Brar, Garima
Arora and Vikas Khanna
taking on the role as
judges, the ripples of ex-
citement cannot be con-
tained! Ready with their
spoons and ladles, the
show will present con-
tenders from all over the
country to showcase their
‘Passion se Profession ka
safar’ with their unique
food to win the coveted
title of ‘MasterChef
India’. Talking about the
key aspects the judges are
looking out for, Chef

Garima Arora says, “At
MasterChef, I am looking

for a home cook, who is a
tastemaker as well as a

change maker.”
Highlighting the roots
where the dish is birthed,
Chef Ranveer Brar says,
“I have come to get a taste
of the delicious stories be-
hind every home cooks
dish which will also turn
the entire country into
their fan.” Chef Vikas
Khanna shares, “The one
whose dish will not only
win our tastebuds but will
even touch our souls will
be crowned MasterChef
India.”

The quest to find the
‘MasterChef India’ is set
to begin soon.

‘MasterChef India’,
starting 2nd January,
every Monday to Friday
at 9:00 pm on Sony
Entertainment Television
and will stream on Sony
LIV!

Chefs Ranveer, Garima and Vikas set their
expectations with ‘MasterChef India’

D
ecember has arrived,
and everyone has
started making their

Christmas plans. It is that
time of the year to express
affection and surprise your
loved ones. &TV artists in-
cluding Aayudh Bhanushali
(Krishna, Doosri Maa),
Yogesh Tripathi (Daroga
Happu Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) share their Secret
Santa plans to make this fes-
tive season most memo-
rable. Shubhangi Atre, es-
saying Angoori Bhabi in
&TV show Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, says, “Christmas is one
of my and my daughter’s
favourite festivals. I wait for
this festival eagerly and
have all the decorations
ready in advance. I have al-
ways had a sweet tooth, and
I am crazy about chocolates.

For me, Christmas is a
chocolate day (laughs). I
hung small socks around
the house, hoping Santa
would come and fill them
with chocolates and candies.
But this time, for me and my
daughter, Christmas is
going to be extra special.
This Christmas, my daugh-
ter Aashi wanted to prepare
and distribute homemade
food packets, chocolates,
pastries, and snacks to un-
derprivileged children and
the elderly. So, I will be help-
ing her out to get smiles on
their faces. We have already
done some shopping. Seeing
their smiling faces on
Christmas Day will bring
me and my daughter im-
mense joy. We all know
Christmas is all about giv-
ing, and this is what I must
teach my daughter as well.
Wishing you all a Merry
Christmas”.

Actors turn Secret Santa
for their loved ones

The once flop movie, 'Baba'
of Tamil megastar,

Rajinikanth, which was re-
released during his 72nd birth-
day on December 12, has
become a superhit.
Directed by Suresh Krissna,
the movie has Rajinikanth
playing the role of an atheist
who gets a sudden spiritual
power. It was a major flop
when it was released 20 years
ago. On its release, however,
the movie seems to have
struck a chord with the audi-
ence. Fans of the Tamil mega
star have been waiting in long
queues in front of the movie
theatres where the film was
screened.
The movie, according to its
makers, has become a major
sensation and almost all shows
are full in Tamil Nadu and
other South Indian states.
The producers are now plan-
ning to increase the number of
screens from 200 to 300 and

the movie has drawn major
numbers even in the interna-
tional destinations where it
was released. 'Baba' is consid-
ered special for the actor as
he wrote the story and screen-
play and was also the film's
producer. It has a star cast
that includes Rajinikanth,
Manisha Koirala, Ashish
Vidyarthi, Vijayakumar, Sivaji
Shinde and Gundumani. The
music was composed by the
Oscar-winning A.R. Rahman.
For the re-release, the movie
has been shortened by 30 min-
utes and the climax changed
to be in sync with the tastes of
present-day moviegoers.

Rajini’s flop movie ‘Baba’
becomes a superhit on re-release

I
ndian actress
Priyanka Chopra
Jonas is currently hol-

idaying with her
American pop star hus-
band Nick Jonas and
daughter Malti.

Priyanka took to
Instagram, where she
shared a slew of pictures
and jokingly took a dig at
Nick for not showing any
interest in getting clicked.
The first picture showed
Priyanka in a black and
white outfit, clicking a
mirror selfie.A

Nick Jonas is also seen
in the frame but with his
head down while he
checks out his cellphone.

Sharing the pictures on
Instagram, Priyanka

wrote, "Perfect winter
days. Ps: 1st pic- hubby is
really interested in my
mirror selfie."

In the other pictures,
Priyanka is seen with
Malti as she carries the
little one in a baby carrier
to show her the
Christmas decor in the
area. Malti's face is par-
tially visible.

The actress will next be
seen in Hollywood films
like Love Again and
Ending Things. She will
also make her OTT debut
with the 'Citadel'. She will
also be seen in Farhan
Akhtar's 'Jee Le Zaraa' in
which she will be co-star-
ring with Alia Bhatt and
Katrina Kaif.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas
takes daughter Malti out
to show Christmas lights

M
athematics is one
of the most sig-
nificant subjects

and plays a very impor-
tant role in everyone’s
day-to-day life. However,
as young students, some
enjoy solving those algo-
rithms, computations,
and equations, while for
others, it is a nightmare.
Every year on December
22, India celebrates
National Mathematics
Day to honour Srinivasa
Ramanujan, the greatest
mathematician of all
time. On this occasion,
&TV artists share their
struggles and fun stories
with numbers. This in-
cludes Neha Joshi
(Yashoda, Doosri Maa),
Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma, Happu Ki Ultan
P a l t a n ) , a n d A a s i f
Sheikh (Vibhuti Narayan

Mishra, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai). Neha Joshi, essay-
ing Yashoda in & the TV
show Doosri Maa, says, “I
have always loved mathe-
matics, be it algebra or
geometry. It was the only
subject where I never had
to mug up answers. I
enjoy solving problems
and can spend hours
doing so.

Actors share their
equation with Maths



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  21,  2022

Karachi, Dec 20 (AP):

A relentless England
lineup powered to an eight-
wicket win in the third and
final cricket test on
Tuesday to complete an his-
toric series sweep in
Pakistan.

England started the day
needing a further 55 runs
for victory and reached 170-
2 within 38 minutes to se-
cure its second successive
win with more than a day to
spare in its first test tour to
Pakistan in 17 years.

It was Pakistan's first
ever 3-0 loss in a three-test
series on home soil.

Pakistan fell for 216
against 18-year-old rookie
Rehan Ahmed (5-48) in the
second innings to set
England a modest target of
167 for victory.

Ben Duckett resumed on
50 and remained unbeaten
on 82 off 78 balls and
skip(per Ben Stokes signed
off his team's dominant
Bazball' brand of aggres-
sive cricket by finishing 35
not out. Pakistan spinner
Abrar Ahmed could have
finished the series with 18
wickets in two test matches,
but Agha Salman couldn't
hold onto a difficult chance
from Stoke at long-on with
England just 19 runs away
from a memorable win.

England won the first test
on a flat wicket in
Rawalpindi by 74 runs in
dimming light on the last
day before recording a
thrilling 26-run win at
Multan on a slow turning
track inside four days.

Rehan Ahmed conquered
Pakistan's batters in the
team's fortress National
Stadium on Day 3 and
England had motored to
112-2 in the final session
through aggressive batting
of Zak Crawley (41) and
Duckett.

It was a just a third loss
for Pakistan at the National
Stadium in 45 test matches
and first in 15 years.
England was the first team

to beat Pakistan there in a
test match in 2000 before
South Africa won a test
match here seven years
later. The 3-0 drubbing was
also Pakistan's fourth suc-
cessive test loss at home
after Australia beat them in
the final test earlier this
year to win the two-test se-
ries 1-0. Pakistan was kept
at bay throughout the last
three weeks and unable to
find the right combination
to counter England's ag-
gressive gameplan, which
began at home this summer
and now has seen them
winning nine of the last 10
test matches. England's
only loss in that period was
against South Africa at

Lord's before the Proteas
got beaten 2-1 in the series.

England set the tone of a
clean sweep in Pakistan
when four of its batters
smashed centuries on the
opening day of the first test
and the visitors racked up
world-record 506-4.

Young Harry Brook filled
perfectly in the shoes of in-
jured Jonny Bairstow with
three successive test cen-
turies on tour and amassed
468 runs.

His 111 at Karachi in the
first innings fetched
England a vital first in-
nings lead of 50 runs before
Pakistan capitulated
against Ahmed's legspin in
the second innings.

England completes memorable
3-0 series sweep in Pakistan

Buenos  Aires, Dec 20 (AP):

Thousands of fans lined
up in the middle of the
night to try to get a glimpse
of the Argentina soccer
team that won one of the
greatest World Cup finals
of all time ahead what is
scheduled to be a day of
celebrations in Buenos
Aires.

Members of the team,
led by captain Lionel
Messi, were all smiles as
they descended from the
plane in Ezeiza, right out-
side Argentina's capital,
shortly before 3 a.m.
Tuesday onto a red carpet
that had been rolled out for
the squad. Messi was the
first player from the plane
carrying the World Cup,
flanked by coach Lionel
Scaloni, who put his arm
around the captain as they
walked past a sign that
read, "Thank you, champi-
ons." The players were wel-
comed by rock band La
Mosca singing
"Muchachos," a song that
was written by a fan to the
tune of an old song by the
band and became a popu-
lar unofficial anthem for
Argentine fans at the
World Cup in Qatar.

The newly crowned
champions of the world
boarded an open top bus

and several, including
Messi, could be seen
singing the words to
"Muchachos" while they
waited for everyone to get
on heading to the head-
quarters of the Argentine
Football Association.

The bus moved at a
snail's pace as fans, many
of whom were waving
Argentine flags, swarmed
the bus on a highway, eager
for a glimpse of the players
as law enforcement officers

tried to keep them at bay.
The players will sleep at

AFA headquarters for a
few hours before boarding
the bus later Tuesday that
will take them to the
Obelisk, the iconic Buenos
Aires landmark that was a
sea of people Sunday after-
noon after the team won
the country's third World
Cup, and its first since
1986. President Alberto
Fern ndez declared a na-
tional holiday Tuesday so

the country could cele-
brate the victory.

The day after the streets
of Argentina turned into
massive parties following
the Sunday victory, many
kept a close eye on the
flight that brought the
players home to celebrate.
As the plane got closer to
Argentine soil, almost
200,000 people were track-
ing its path online and
news channels gave live
coverage of the arrival.

Huge crowds welcome Argentina
team after World Cup victory

Soccer fans surround the bus taking the Argentine soccer team that won the World Cup to the
Argentina Soccer Association grounds where they will spend the night after landing at Ezeiza 
airport on the outskirts of Buenos Aires, Argentina, Tuesday, Dec. 20.

Mumbai/Guwahati, Dec 20 (PTI):

Suryakumar Yadav
made an 80-ball 90 in his
first Ranji Trophy game in
almost three years while
skipper Ajinkya Rahane
and Yashasvi Jaiswal
struck fine hundreds to
take Mumbai to 396 for
three against Hyderabad
on day one of the Group B
contest here.

Surya, who has ar-
guably been the best batter
in white-ball cricket over
the past 12 months, ap-
proached the red ball
game with the same ag-
gressive intent that he is
known for in the shorter
formats. His knock com-
prised 15 fours and a six.

The stylish batter has
time and again expressed
his desire to play Test
cricket for India. He last
played a first-class game
way back in February
2020.

Jaiswal continued his
rich vein of form with a
sublime 162 off 95 balls
while Rahane was batting
on 139 at stumps. Prithvi
Shaw was out for 19 after
Hyderabad opted to field

at the BKC ground.
Opener Dhruv Shorey
struck his eighth first-

class hundred to steer
Delhi to 271 for seven on
day one of their fixture
against Assam. Assam re-
moved Shorey's partner
Anuj Rawat early after
opting to field first.

Shorey remained un-
beaten on 139 off 216 balls
before bad light forced an
early stumps with 81 overs
bowled on the day. Delhi's
young captain Yash Dhull
made 22 off 56 balls while
Vaibhav Rawal came up
with a valuable 43 off 71
balls. Senior batter Nitish
Rana was out first ball.

Delhi, who lost their
tournament opener to
Maharashtra, fielded a de-
pleted unit in the absence
of injured pacers Ishant
Sharma and Mayank
Yadav. They were forced to
field three debutants in
Harshit Rana, Pranshu
Vijayran and spinner
Hrithik Shokeen.

Senior pacer Navdeep
Saini, who suffered an ab-
dominal muscle strain
while being part of the
Indian team in
Bangladesh, is unlikely to
be fit in time for Delhi's
next game.

Karachi, Dec 20 (AP):

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam was left to rue in-
juries to his key fast
bowlers after England
completed a sweep of their
test series on Tuesday.

"We were unfortunate
that our main fast bowlers
were not fit," Babar said
after England recorded an
emphatic eight-wicket win
in the third and final test
and handed Pakistan its
first 3-0 whitewash in a
home test series.

"The new players did
perform but couldn't exe-
cute the way we wanted.
When things were in our
hands we had soft dis-
missals in those times and
due to that we couldn't win
matches which we should
have won."

Pakistan's premier fast
bowler Shaheen Afridi
was ruled out for the se-
ries because of knee in-
jury while Haris Rauf and
Naseem Shah also sus-
tained injuries during the
first test which ruled them
out for the last two match-
es. "Fitness has the main
role because if you are not

extra fit you cannot com-
pete in all the three for-
mats," Babar said.

"You get two to three
days to switch from one
format to the other and
you have to be mentally
ready as well." Pakistan
gave test caps to seamer
Mohammad Ali, who took
four wickets in the first
test before he finished
wicketless in the second
test and got dropped from
the final match. Fast
bowler Mohammad
Wasim had a disappoint-
ing debut in the final test
and could take only one
wicket and that was after

Harry Brook had complet-
ed his third successive
century of England's
memorable tour.

"When you don't have
the backbone of your
bowling, then new bowlers
found it difficult to adjust
quickly," Babar said.

"The way England
played, they did not let us
settle down." England
scored at a belligerent
pace throughout the series
that began with a world-
record 506-4 on the open-
ing day of the first test and
culminated with 170-2 at
better than run-a-ball at
Karachi on Tuesday.

ICC gives below
average rating
to Gabba pitch

Brisbane, Dec 20 (PTI):

The International Cricket
Council on Tuesday gave a
below average rating to the
Brisbane pitch after the first
Test between Australia and
South Africa ended in two
days. Australia won the
game by six wickets after
South Africa managed 152
and 99 in their two innings.
Australia made 218 in their
first innings. ICC match ref-
eree Richie Richardson said:
"Overall, the Gabba pitch for
this Test match was too
much in favour of the
bowlers. There was extra
bounce and occasional ex-
cessive seam movement.

"The odd delivery also
kept low on the second day,
making it very difficult for
batters to build partner-
ships. I found the pitch to be
'below average' as per the
ICC guidelines since it was
not an even contest between
bat and ball." Richardson's
report has been forwarded
to Cricket Australia. The
second Test of the three-
match series will be played
at MCG from December 26.

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI):

The Indian doubles pair
of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty reached a career-
best world number five
while HS Prannoy re-
gained his place in the top
10 in men's singles in the
BWF world rankings is-
sued on Tuesday.

Satwik and Chirag have
been on a stellar run this
year with two world tour
titles at Indian Open Super
500 and French Open
Super 750 and also claimed
a maiden gold at the
Commonwealth Games
and a bronze at the World
Championships.

Their unprecedented
success reflected in the
ranking as the duo jumped
two places to the top five
with 75,806 rating points
from 15 tournaments.

Prannoy, too, made
gains in the latest ranking
as he once again broke
into the top 10, grabbing
the world number 9 place
after starting the year at
world number 26.

The 30-year-old from
Kerala, who had first
cracked the elite bracket
in 2016, dished out some
memorable performances
in the season with seven
quarterfinals, two semifi-
nals and a runner-up fin-
ish at the Swiss Open.

Mirpur, Dec 20 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit
Sharma will miss the sec-
ond Test against
Bangladesh, starting here
on Thursday, as he has not
made a full recovery from
a thumb injury.

Rohit had flown back to
India to see a specialist
after injuring his left
thumb while fielding in
the second ODI against
Bangladesh here on
December 7.

He is under the care of
the BCCI medical team
following his left thumb
injury, which he sus-
tained during the second
ODI against Bangladesh
in Dhaka.

Pacer Naveep Saini,
who had made a come-
back into the Test team, is
also out of the game with
an abdominal muscle
strain.

"The medical team is of
the opinion that the in-
jury needs some more
time to heal completely
before the Indian captain
can bat and field with full
intensity. He will continue

his rehab and will not be
available for the second
and final Test against
Bangladesh.

"Navdeep Saini is also
ruled out of the second
Test owing to an abdomi-
nal muscle strain. The
fast bowler will now re-
port to the NCA for fur-
ther management of his
injury," said the BCCI in a
statement.

It is understandable
why the management did
not want to risk playing
Rohit. India have a busy
home season lined up
with Sri Lanka and New
Zealand visiting for a lim-
ited overs tour next
month and that will be fol-
lowed by the high-profile
Test series against

Australia.
Saini's injury does raise

a few questions on his fit-
ness. He represented
India A in the two games
in Bangladesh ahead of
the Tests and was deemed
fit. He did not play the
first Test, though.

Saini's last Test appear-
ance came in Brisbane in
January last year when
India pulled off a win for
the ages.

K L Rahul will continue
to lead the side in Rohit's
absence with Cheteshwar
Pujara being his deputy.
India lead the two-Test se-
ries 1-0 after a convincing
win in Chattogram.

India's updated squad
for 2nd Test against
Bangladesh: KL Rahul
(C), Shubman Gill,
Cheteshwar Pujara (VC),
Virat Kohli, Shreyas Iyer,
Rishabh Pant (WK), KS
Bharat (WK),
Ravichandran Ashwin,
Axar Patel, Kuldeep
Yadav, Shardul Thakur,
Mohd. Siraj, Umesh
Yadav, Abhimanyu
Easwaran, Saurabh
Kumar, Jaydev Unadkat.

Dubai, Dec 20 (PTI):

Fresh from her 19-ball un-
beaten 40 in the fourth T20I
against Australia, India's
wicketkeeper-batter Richa
Ghosh has gained four
places in the ICC women's
T20I ranking for batters to
reach 40th position. India's
Deepti Sharma moved up a
place to 32nd spot.

Australia all-rounder
Ashleigh Gardner has made
notable progress in the lat-
est weekly update after help-
ing her team score a series-
clinching seven-run win in
the fourth match against
India last Saturday.

Gardner, who was named
Player of the Match for scor-
ing 42 runs and grabbing
two for 20, has advanced one
place to ninth in the list of
batters.

Having also taken two for
21 in the preceding match,
she has gained nine places
to reach 17th in the rank-
ings for bowlers. The 25-
year-old is also up one place
to fourth among all-
rounders.

In the latest weekly up-
date, that considers per-
formances in the third and

fourth matches of the India-
Australia series and the sec-
ond, third and fourth of the
one between the West Indies
and England, Sophia
Dunkley has progressed 19
places to join 12th among
batters after scoring 43, 44
and 35 in three matches.

Australia all-rounder
Ellyse Perry has moved up
17 places to 34th after scores
of 75 and 72 not out.

In the rankings for
bowlers, West Indies cap-
tain Hayley Matthews has
moved up three places to
fourth and also advanced
one place to second among
all-rounders after grabbing
five wickets in three match-
es.

Surya smashes 80-ball
90 on first-class return

Young Richa Ghosh gains
4 places in ICC women's

T20 rankings

Babar rues injuries to
pacers after 3-0 defeat 

Rohit Sharma ruled out of second Test against Bangladesh

India's head coach
Rahul Dravid, left, inter-
acts with captain K.L.

Rahul during a training
session ahead of their

second test cricket
match against

Bangladesh, in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, Tuesday,

Dec. 20.

Satwik-Chirag achieve career-best
world No. 5 rankings

Satwik-Chirag 



New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

A newly developed air
filtering technique that
uses ingredients common-
ly found in green tea can
deactivate germs that find
refuge inside air filters,
the Ministry of Science
and Technology said in
an official statement.

A research team led by
Prof Suryasarathi Bose
and Prof Kaushik
Chatterjee at Indian
Institute of Science
(IISc), Bangalore, has de-
veloped a germ-destroy-
ing air filter that can in-
activate germs using in-
gredients like polyphe-
nols and polycationic
polymers commonly
found in green tea.

The ‘green’ ingredi-
ents rupture the mi-

crobes through site-specif-
ic binding, the statement
said.

With a prolonged use,
air filters become a breed-
ing ground for captured
germs.
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J’khand CM Hemant Soren along with UPA MLA’s in a meeting with J’khand Governor Ramesh Bais at Raj Bhavan,
in Ranchi, Tuesday.

SOREN MEETS RAMESH BAIS 

A devotee takes a dip in the holy sarovar (pond) at the Golden Temple amid dense fog on a cold winter morning, in
Amritsar, Tuesday. 

HOLY DIP

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari.
Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338, Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

Prayagraj (UP), Dec 20
(PTI): After the latest
patch-up with Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, his uncle Shivpal
Yadav on Tuesday said he
will stay in the party for
the rest of his life irrespec-
tive of whether he gets a
post or not.

Shivpal Yadav, who
wielded immense influ-
ence when SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav
was at the helm, also came
down heavily on the BJP
for calling SP a “party of
goons”, alleging that it is
the saffron party that in-
dulges in “goondaism”
and false cases are regis-
tered against people under
its rule.

“Now, I am going to stay
lifelong in this party
(Samajwadi Party),
whether I get a post or not.
This is our party. I had
worked continuously with
‘netaji’ (Mulayam Singh
Yadav),” Shivpal Yadav
told reporters when asked
whether this is his final
“ghar wapsi” (homecom-
ing) in the SP. Shivpal was

handed over an SP flag by
party president Akhilesh
Yadav after Dimple
Yadav’s win in Mainpuri
by-poll on December 8, the
fourth time in the last six
years when uncle-nephew
duo reunited after break-
ing up following a bitter
power tussle. Shivpal had
floated Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party-Lohia
after parting ways with
the SP. Asked if he could
leave the SP in the future,
Yadav said, “It will not
happen. Why are you ask-
ing such a question?” On
the demand of his sup-

porters that he should get
a respectable post in the
SP, he said, “I have no de-
sire for any post.” To
queries about his role in
the Samajwadi Party, the
senior socialist leader
said, “You see, a post does
not hold any meaning for
me. I have occupied all
posts (in the past). A post
is not a big thing for me.
The major thing is the
faith of the people.”
Asked about speculation
that he could be nominat-
ed as the Leader of
Opposition in UP
Legislative Assembly, the

SP MLA from
Jaswantnagar in Etawah
district said, “I had been
the Leader of Opposition,
and Akhilesh is discharg-
ing well the role of Leader
of Opposition. The out-
come of the Mainpuri Lok
Sabha bypolls is a result of
this. “The actual work in
the party is that of the or-
ganisation. Whatever re-
sponsibility is given, I will
discharge it.” The 67-year-
old leader said there were
prominent people like
Jayaprakash Narayan and
Ram Manohar Lohia who
worked for the country
without holding any big
post. Evading a direct an-
swer to whether the
Samajwadi Party will con-
test the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls with JD(U), the sen-
ior SP leader said, “A deci-
sion will be taken by the
party.” “We want that all
those who are Lohiavaadi,
Gandhivaadi and
Chaudhary Charan
Singhvaadi, should con-
verge and then move
ahead. Our target is to re-
move the BJP,” he said.

‘Will stay in SP for life’

Shivpal Yadav

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

Delhi Lieutenant
Governor V K Saxena has
directed the chief secre-
tary to recover Rs 97 crore
from the AAP for political
advertisements it pub-
lished in the guise of gov-
ernment advertisements
in 2016, official sources
said on Tuesday.

The development comes
days after the AAP wrest-
ed power from the BJP in
the MCD polls. The AAP
alleged that the LG gave
the order on the saffron
party’s directions and
claimed that Saxena has
no power to issue such a
directive. The opposition
BJP in Delhi welcomed the
LG’s directions and
claimed that the amount to

be recovered from the rul-
ing party will rise to Rs 400
crore. At a press confer-
ence held here, Leader of
Opposition in Delhi
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri alleged an “adver-
tisement scam” and de-
manded a CBI inquiry into
it. The LG in his orders to
the chief secretary also di-
rected that all advertise-
ments since September
2016 be referred to the
Committee on Content
Regulation in Government
Advertising (CCRGA), set
up by the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting for vetting
and ascertaining if they
are in consonance with
Supreme Court guide-
lines. The Delhi govern-
ment’s Directorate of

Information and Publicity
(DIP), acting on a 2016 di-
rective from the CCRGA,
had notified that Rs 97.14
crore (Rs 97,14,69,137) had
been spent or booked on
account of “non-conform-
ing advertisements”, the
sources said.

“Of this, while pay-
ments amounting to over
Rs 42.26 crore had already
been released by the DIP,
Rs 54.87 crore for adver-
tisements published were
still pending disbursal,” a
source said. Asked to re-
cover the amount, the DIP
had in 2017 directed the
AAP to pay over Rs 42.26
crore to the state excheq-
uer immediately and di-
rectly pay the pending
amount of Rs 54.87 crore
to the advertising agencies

or publications concerned
within 30 days, the sources
said. “However, even after
the lapse of five years and
eight months, the AAP has
not complied with the DIP
order. Such defiance of a
legitimate order by a regis-
tered political party is not
only contemptuous of the
judiciary, but also does not
augur well for the health
of good governance,” the
source added.

The Directorate of
Vigilance (DoV) also in-
quired into complaints
and found that not only
did the DIP not recover
amounts worth Rs 42.26
crore but it also proactive-
ly paid the pending
amount of Rs 54.87 crore,
rather than getting the
AAP to pay it, a source

said. “In eight cases, pay-
ment of Rs 20.53 crore was
made, falsely attributing it
to court/arbitration or-
ders.” The DoV found that
Deputy Chief Manish
Sisodia had approved the
payment of another Rs 27
crore (approximately) by
entering into fraudulent
“compromise deed or set-
tlement”, despite the fact
that there was no litiga-
tion nor there were any di-
rections from the Supreme
Court or the Delhi High
Court, the source claimed.

The DoV also said that
such advertisements that
are “prima facie and bla-
tantly violative of the
Supreme Court order”
have been continuously is-
sued by the DIP on direc-
tion of the ministers.

LG directs CS to recover Rs 97 cr from AAP 
For ‘political advertisements’

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
rebuked the Uttar
Pradesh government over
an inordinate delay of
1,173 days in filing a peti-
tion against a judgement
of the Allahabad High
Court and that too with
“incorrect particulars”,
saying a State litigation
cannot be taken “so casu-
ally”.

While rejecting the plea
with a cost of Rs 1 lakh,
the apex court said it has
no doubt that such mat-
ters are filed in a “cursory
manner” so the petitions
are dismissed.

It also chastised the
state government over the
“casual manner” in which
the application seeking
condonation of delay was
filed. “We are left with no
doubt that such matters

are filed in a cursory man-
ner to somehow seek a
certification of dismissal
by the Supreme Court. We
thoroughly disapprove
such a practice and feel
necessary to impose costs
on the petitioners,” a
bench of Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and
Hrishikesh Roy said.

The state of Uttar
Pradesh and others had
challenged the May 2019
verdict of the high court
which enhanced the com-
pensation to a Jaunpur-
based woman for her land
that was acquired by the
government.

In its order passed on
December 12, the top
court noted the petition
filed by the state was time-
barred by a period of

1,173. It took on record the
application seeking con-
donation of delay.

Referring to the con-
tents of the application,
the bench observed a bare
look will leave no one in
doubt that there is not
even a “semblance of
cause, what to say of suffi-
cient cause” for condona-
tion of a huge delay of
1,173 days in filing the pe-
tition.

It noted that the peti-
tion was filed on October
31, 2022 against the ver-
dict pronounced in May
2019.

The application seeking
condonation of delay
said, among others things,
that due to the Covid-19
pandemic the special
leave petition (SLP) could

not be filed immediately.
“A cursory reference to

the pandemic situation is
baseless for the reason
that no such situation was
prevalent on the date of
passing of the order by
the high court and at least
seven months thereafter,”
the bench said.

“Moreover, the suspend-
ed limitation period due
to pandemic came to an
end on March 31, 2022 and
there is no explanation
whatsoever for an inordi-
nate delay even there-
after,” it said.

Observing that it is
“disturbing” to notice
that the application was
filed in a casual manner,
the bench referred to a
paragraph in the applica-
tion and noted the date of
judgment and particulars
of the appeal were not of
the present matter at all.

State litigation can’t be taken casually: SC
Rejects UP’s plea with cost of Rs 1 lakh

Kochi, Dec 20 (PTI): 

To seek absolute
freedom at the age of
18 “may not be appro-
priate and good for
the society” accord-
ing to the Kerala

University of Health
Sciences (KUHS) which
made this submission be-
fore the High Court here
during hearing of a plea
by female students of
Kozhikode Medical
College against movement
restrictions on hostel in-
mates after 9.30 PM.

The university has also
contended that sleepless
nights and nightlife were
not meant for the students.

At the same time, the
Left government told the
high court that it has is-
sued an order on
December 6 which relaxes

hostel timings substantial-
ly and Justice Devan
Ramachandran directed
that the same be “imple-
mented forthwith”.

“As per the (new) order,
even though the gates of
the hostels both for boys
and girls are to close by
9.30 PM, it gives sufficient
leeway to the students to
enter it after that time,
subject to certain bare
minimum conditions, ex-
cept for the first year stu-
dents, who are yet not used
to the new environment
and the locality,” the court
observed. It also observed
that prima facie the gov-
ernment order was “a wel-
come step forward”.

“Therefore, I direct all
Principals and other au-
thorities concerned of the
medical colleges to act in
terms of the afore govern-

ment order with immedi-
ate effect,” Justice
Ramachandran said. The
university, on the other
hand, in its affidavit
claimed that “age of matu-
rity does not necessarily
bring in brain matura-
tion” and that there was
scientific evidence to sup-
port the hypothesis that
adolescent brain is “struc-
turally and functionally
vulnerable to environmen-
tal stresses, risky behav-
iour, drug addiction, im-
paired driving and unpro-
tected sex.”

“The development of
the prefrontal cortex of
the brain is very impor-
tant for complex behav-
ioral performance and the
development and matura-
tion of prefrontal cortex is
fully accomplished at the
age of 25 years.

“Considering the above
scientific facts, seeking ab-
solute freedom on attain-
ing the age of 18 may not
be appropriate and good
for the society,” the univer-
sity claimed.

The university also ar-
gued that since the peti-
tioners were medical stu-
dents whose classes start
at 8 AM, they require suffi-
cient sleep after every
day’s work.

“Sleepless nights and
nightlife are not meant for
the students and it is the
duty of the educational in-
stitution and the universi-
ty to frame regulations
contemplating sufficient
rest to the students. The
restrictions imposed are
not absolute and the ordi-
nance provides for the is-
suances of late passes
from the concerned per-

sons,” it has said in the af-
fidavit. It was also of the
view that discipline in a
hostel was of primary im-
portance and it was also
necessary to ensure the
safety and well-being of
the students living there
and for that there are regu-
lations in place.

Therefore, “opening up
the gates of hostels with-
out any regulation, would
be detrimental to the soci-
ety at large if the same is
done without a proper sci-
entific study”, it has said
in its affidavit.

The university also said
in its affidavit that the age
of adolescence was “too
risky to be handled” and
seeking absolute freedom,
which the petitioners may
not even get at their
homes, was not justifiable.

It urged the court to

strike a balance between
the “necessity to ensure
discipline in the hostel
and the needs of the stu-
dents”. Another argument
made by the university
was that unlike campuses
of engineering colleges or
management institutions,
which could be properly
secured, a medical college
campus is always open to
the public and thousands
of persons visit it each day.

“It is also a fact that
many medical college
campuses have bus servic-
es plying through it with
more than one bus stop in
the campus. Public roads
pass through campuses
and the hostels could be se-
cured and protected only
by having compound walls
around the hostel build-
ings,” it has said in its affi-
davit.
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‘Absolute freedom at 18 yrs inappropriate’ IISC-Bangalore develops ‘green’
tech to rid air filters of germs

New Delhi, Dec 20 (PTI):
India is set to usher in a
revolution in the global
fertiliser space with its
nano fertiliser technology
even as eight such produc-
tion plants will start func-
tioning in the country by
2025, Minister of
Chemicals and Fertilisers
Mansukh Mandaviya in-
formed Parliament on
Tuesday. Replying to
queries during the
Question Hour in the
Rajya Sabha, the minister
shared that fertiliser coop-
erative major IFFCO has
signed agreements with
two private sector firms

for setting up nano urea
production plants and one
unit has already begun op-
erations. On whether nan-
otechnology can be used
for producing other fer-
tilisers, Mandaviya said
several Indian scientists
and companies are mak-
ing efforts in this direc-
tion. “Nano Di-

Ammonium Phosphate
(DAP) has been prepared
and is currently in the in-
spection stage while the
related-research work has
been completed. The re-
quired parameters for it to
pass for inclusion in the
Fertiliser Control Order
are being studied. I believe
that in the coming days,
Nano DAP will also come,
Nano Zinc will come,
Nano Sulphur will come
and India will usher in a
revolution in the global
fertiliser sector,” the min-
ister said in the Upper
House. Mandaviya said
IFFCO can permit produc-
tion of nano fertiliser by
any private sector compa-
ny interested in establish-
ing a plant by charging
royalty.

‘India to usher in revolution
in global fertiliser space’

Mansukh Mandaviya

 With nano
technology


