
Maritime piracy
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Lok Sabha
on Monday passed a bill
to make special provi-
sions for the repression of
piracy on high seas with
the government adding
life imprisonment along
with the provision of
death penalty for those
convicted of the crime.
Various amendments
moved by opposition
members were negated
and the bill was passed by
a voice vote. 

Bribery case
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested a superinten-
dent of GST in Mumbai
for allegedly demanding
a bribe of Rs 10 lakh
from a businessman, offi-
cials said Monday. The
agency acted on a com-
plaint from scrap trader
Zakir Hussain Shah in
Mumbai who had alleged
that GST Superintendent
B Someshwar Rao had
demanded Rs 20 lakh
from him to settle 
liability of Rs 1.25 crore,
they said.

CS meet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ahead of the
Union Budget 2023-24,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
chair the ‘second
national conference of
chief secretaries’ in the
national capital next
month, a senior govern-
ment official said.
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Chhattisgarh Governor
Anusuiya Uikey with Union

MoS for External Affairs
Meenakashi Lekhi at

Parliament House complex,
in New Delhi, Monday.
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New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):
The BJP has raised the
number of “difficult” Lok
Sabha seats it is eying to
win in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls to 160 from 144, with
a big chunk of additions
coming from Bihar where
it is set to contest most of
the constituencies on its
own following its split
with the JD(U).

Its organisational lead-
ers assigned to spearhead
the drive in these seats
met party president J P

Nadda on Monday to take
stock of the exercise and
discuss the future road
map. With Bihar and
Telangana figuring high
on its expansion drive, the
BJP will also be holding a
two-day training meet of
its “vistaraks”, who are
each in charge of one of
these seats on a full-time
basis, in Patna and
Hyderabad, sources said.

The BJP lost most of
these seats, which are
from states across the

country, in 2019 but some
of its winning constituen-
cies also figure on the list
as the party believes that
they remain a challenge
due to local social and po-
litical factors. Seats like
Rohtak and Baghpat that
the BJP had won are
among these seats.

The sources said that
the Bihar meeting is on
December 21 and 22 while
the one in Hyderabad is
likely to be on December
28 and 29. Nadda is expect-

ed to address the meeting
via video-conference.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP and
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar-led Janata Dal
(United) contested 17 seats
each in Bihar. While the
BJP had won all of them,
the JD(U) also emerged
victorious in all but one
constituency. The six re-
maining seats were won
by another BJP ally Lok
Janshakti Party, then
headed by Ram Vilas

Paswan. While the BJP
meeting in Bihar is expect-
ed to focus on 90 seats, the
remainder 70 seats will be
on the agenda at the
Hyderabad exercise.

Key organisational lead-
ers, including general sec-
retaries Vinod Tawde, who
is in charge, and Sunil
Bansal, are among the BJP
functionaries supervising
the programmes where
general secretary (organi-
sation) B L Santhosh may
also be present, they said.

Alwar (Rajasthan), Dec
19 (PTI): Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Monday
urged BJP leaders criticis-
ing him to “open up shops
to spread love in the mar-
ket of hatred” as he was
doing through his Bharat
Jodo Yatra. Addressing a
rally here on the sidelines
of the Yatra, he also asked
each minister in the
Rajasthan Cabinet to un-
dertake a yatra once a
month across the desert
state to reach out to the
common people and re-
dress their grievances. He
accused the BJP leaders of
abusing him and spread-
ing hatred. On seeing
Congress workers give fly-
ing kisses to him, Gandhi
said he got distracted by

their gesture and said
even those atop BJP of-
fices wave back at him
after initial hesitation. He
said the Yatra has walked
for 100 days now and “on

the way sometimes I met
my dear friends who are
standing atop BJP offices,
who do not respond to my
waving but later they do”.
“I don’t hate them but I

stand by my ideology.
They ask me what I am
doing and their leaders
ask me why I am walking
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

Google, the world’s
most popular search en-
gine, is working on mak-
ing text and voice internet
search available in over
100 Indian langugages, its
India-born CEO Sundar
Pichai said on Monday.
Pichai, who is visiting
India, said the pace of
technological change in
the country has been ex-
traordinary and Google is
supporting small busi-
nesses and startups, in-
vesting in cybersecurity,
providing education and
skills training, and apply-
ing AI (Artificial
Intelligence) in sectors
like agriculture and
healthcare. “I’m here to
see progress being made

from our USD 10 billion,
10-year India Digitization
Fund (IDF), and share
new ways. We’re helping
to advance India’s digital
future at our Google for
India event. “That in-
cludes our efforts to build

a single, unified AI model
that will be capable of
handling over 100 Indian
languages across speech
and text - part of our glob-
al effort to bring the
world’s 1,000 most-spoken
languages online, and to
help people access knowl-
edge and information in
their preferred language,”
he wrote in a blog. “We’re
also supporting a new,
multidisciplinary centre
for responsible AI with

IIT Madras,” Pichai said.
This as part of Google
working to seize the op-
portunity in AI globally,
balancing the need to be
bold with innovation and
responsible in its ap-
proach.

“I’m excited to see the
ways India will contribute
to breakthroughs in AI
that could benefit over a
billion people in India,
and more around the
world,” he said.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has
warned against the use of
stem cell therapy for
treating autism due to in-
adequate scientific evi-
dence on its efficacy and
said its promotion and
advertisement will be
considered as “profes-
sional misconduct”.

The Ethics and Medical
Registration Board
(EMRB) of the NMC said
more research needs to
be conducted and encour-
aged in terms of well-de-
signed double-blind ran-
domised controlled trials
to explore the safety and
efficacy of stem cell ther-
apy (SCT) in Autism

Spectrum Disorder
(ASD). The recommenda-
tions by a committee of
experts constituted by
the EMRB of the NMC to
examine the issues relat-
ed to prescription, recom-
mendation of adminis-
tration of SCT for ASD
have come following a
court order as their use
has become prevalent de-
spite there being not
much of scientific evi-
dence on its efficacy,
Yogendra Malik, EMRB
member told PTI.

National and interna-
tional guidelines, includ-
ing those by the ICMR,
are uniform in their con-
clusion that there is in-
sufficient evidence for
SCT in ASD. The guide-

lines do not recommend
it as a treatment for ASD
and call for more high-
quality research, the
committee said in its re-
port. Several experts in
the field have noted pre-
vailing unethical prac-
tice of offering SCT as a
treatment for ASD. They
have also expressed con-
cern and warned about
its indiscriminate promo-
tion, it said.

Five randomised con-
trolled trials/controlled
clinical trials of SCT in
ASD have so far been con-
ducted. The largest and a
well-designed double-
blind randomised place-
bo controlled study was
by Geraldine Dawson in
2020, the committee said.

New York, Dec 19 (PTI):

Twitter users voted
on Monday for Elon
Musk to quit as head
of the social media
giant in a poll the tech-
nology tycoon ran on
his future and prom-
ised to abide by its re-
sults.

A total of 57.5 per
cent voted “yes” after
the 51-year-old billion-
aire asked his 122 mil-
lion followers whether
he should stand down.
Over 17 million votes
were cast in the poll
that began on Sunday
evening and ended
early Monday morn-
ing with most respon-
dents voting in the af-
firmative, CNN report-
ed. Musk did not im-
mediately react to the
outcome of the vote.

He tweeted on
Sunday: “Should I step
down as head of
Twitter? I will abide
by the results of this
poll”.

“As the saying goes,
be careful what you
wish, as you might get
it,” Musk added in a
later tweet. In the past,
Musk has obeyed

Twitter polls. He’s
fond of quoting the
phrase “vox populi,
vox dei”, a Latin
phrase that roughly
means “the voice of
the people is the voice
of God”.

Since buying
Twitter for USD 44 bil-
lion and taking over as
the CEO in late
October, Musk, who
also runs Tesla and
SpaceX, has journeyed
from one controversy
to the next.

Musk also an-
nounced on Twitter
that major policy
changes would be
voted on moving for-
ward.

The poll comes as
Twitter says it will
shut down accounts
solely designed to pro-
mote other social
media platforms.

The measure would
also affect accounts
that link off to or con-
tain usernames from
platforms such as
Facebook, Instagram,
Mastodon, Truth
Social, Tribel, Nostr
and Post, the company
said in a tweet, the
BBC reported.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1199  ((PPTTII))::

The Supreme Court has
directed the Centre to follow
the reservation policy for
admission in research degree
programmes and recruitment of
faculty members at IITs as pro-
vided under the Central
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Teachers’
Cadre) Act, 2019. The top court
was hearing a plea filed by a
man named S N Pandey seeking
direction to the Centre and the
IITs to follow the reservation
policy with regard to admis-
sions in research programmes
and recruitment of faculty
members, claiming the guide-
lines were being violated. The
matter came up before a bench
of Justices M R Shah and C T

Ravikumar and it was informed
that the Central Educational
Institutions (Reservation in
Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019 stip-
ulates such reservation and it is
being implemented. “Counsel
appearing on behalf of the
respondent has pointed out that
now in view of the Central
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Teachers’
Cadre) Act, 2019, the reserva-
tion is provided with respect to
all the Central Educational
Institutions including the IITs.
“The concerned respondents
are hereby directed to follow
the reservation and act as per
the reservations provided under
the Central Educational
Institutions (Reservation in
Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019,” the
bench said. The Act provides for

quotas in teaching positions in
central institutions for persons
from Scheduled Castes/Tribes,
socially and educationally back-
ward classes, and those from
economically weaker sections.
Pandey, in his plea filed through
advocate Ashwani Kumar
Dubey, had also sought direc-
tives for creation of a mecha-
nism for resolving harassment
complaints by students/schol-
ars related to research work
and to constitute a committee
of technical experts to review
the performance of the existing
faculty. 

He had sought cancellation
of the appointment of non-per-
forming faculty due to violation
of reservation norms and for-
mulation of a transparent
recruitment policy.

Elon Musk voted
out as Twitter boss
in poll he launched

BJP raises its target of win in ‘difficult’
Lok Sabha seats to 160 from 144

Rahul Gandhi to BJP leaders criticising him

‘In market of hatred, open up shops to spread love like me’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Monday strongly objected to
the use of the term “pitai”
(beating) by former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi while refer-
ring to the India-China clash in
Tawang, and asserted that our
soldiers have stood their
ground in Yangtse in Arunachal
Pradesh and should be “appre-
ciated and honoured”. There is
no problem with political criti-
cism of the government’s

actions, Jaishankar said, but
objected to “direct or indirect”
criticism of the soldiers guard-
ing the country’s frontiers. His
remarks during the debate on
the Anti Maritime Piracy Bill in
the Lok Sabha were in
response to Gandhi’s allega-
tions in Jaipur last week that
China had taken away 2,000
square kilometres of Indian
territory, killed 20 Indian sol-
diers, and was “beating our
jawans in Arunachal Pradesh”.

EAM Jaishankar objects to use of term ‘pitai’ for jawans

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar speaks in the Lok

Sabha during the ongoing
Winter Session of Parliament,

in New Delhi, Monday.

National Medical Commission warns against
using stem cell therapy for treating autism

‘Google building AI model to support over 100 Indian languages’

‘India will be big export economy; to 
benefit from open and connected internet’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India will be a big export economy and it needs to cre-
ate a balance between safeguarding citizens and enabling compa-
nies to innovate with its framework, Google CEO Sundar Pichai said
on Monday. Pichai said that the company is focussing on startups
from India and out of its USD 300 million for the startups, around
one-fourth will be invested in entities that are led by women.

SC directs Centre, IITs to follow
quota law in recruitment of faculty

Google CEO Sundar Pichai
speaks during the ‘Women
Will’ session at Google for

India Summit 2022, at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi, Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: The Prize
distribution ceremony of
the Drawing/Painting for
BSP school students and
SAIL Story writing compe-
tition was held at Nehru art
gallery, Civic Centre on
December 19, 2022. MK
Rana, CGM (Contract Cell-
Works) from SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.

Rana in his address con-
gratulated the school stu-
dents for their stupendous
efforts, creativity and
urged everyone to work to-
wards a sustainable future
by using renewable energy.
Rana inaugurated an exhi-
bition of selected entries
from the competition in all

3 categories, which are dis-
played at Nehru Art gallery,
Civic Centre from
December 19-21, 2022.

The theme of the
Drawing competition was
'New India with Renewable
Energy'. The competition
was organized in 3
Categories , i.e., category A
for classes 3 to 5, category B
for classes 6 to 8 and catego-
ry C for classes 9 to 12.
Almost 300 students from
over 10 BSP schools partici-
pated in the competition
earlier.

Chanchal Bharti from
BIVV Sector - 11 Khursipar,
Dipti Verma from BSP
EMMS Sector - 5 and Mansi
Kumari Mandavi from
BIVV Sector - 11 Khursipar
won the 1st, 2nd and 3rd

prize respectively in
Category - A (Class 3 To 5).
Ritik Goswami from BIVV -
6, Gautami Lahre from
EMMS -7 and Rutuja
Nikam from EMMS - 6 won
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize
respectively in Category B

(Class 6 To 8)while
Arunabha Kumar Das from
SSS-10, Meenakshi Sahu
from BSP SSS sector -10
and N Meghna from BSP
SSS sector 4 won the 1st,
2nd and 3rd prize respec-
tively in Category C (Class

9 to 12). A special prize
Judge's choice award was
given to A. Hannah from
EMMS V. Apart from this, 2
consolation prizes each in
all 3 categories were also
given away.

PR department jointly

with Bhilai Arts Club
with support of Education
department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant organ-
ized a Drawing/ Painting
competition for students
of BSP Schools under the
banner of 'Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav'. The competi-
tion was held on
December 11, 2022 at
Senior Secondary school,
Sector VII.

Jacob Kurian, GM (LA &
PR), Prashant Tiwari, GM
(PR), Shikha Dubey, GM
(Education), RJ Raju,
AGM (Education), PK
Nandi from Arts Club,
Bhilai, parents and
awardees from various
BSP schools were present
at Nehru art gallery dur-
ing the Prize distribution
ceremony. K Moses and
Lomas Sahu evaluated the
entries as Judges for the
competition giving weigh-
tage to originality of ideas
and concept.

SAIL organized a "SAIL
Swarna Jayanti Story

Writing Competition -2022''
to commemorate the
"Swarna Jayanti Year" of
SAIL since its incorpora-
tion on January 24, 1973.
The theme of the competi-
tion was 'SAIL's contribu-
tion in Nation building in
the last five decades.' 

MK Rana felicitated the
winners in Hindi lan-
guage; Dani Prasad
Sharma, ex-BSP employee
who secured the 1st prize
and Dr Kamlesh Gogia,
Associate Professor, MATS
university, Raipur who se-
cured the 2nd prize . The
competition was open to
any citizen of India includ-
ing employees of SAIL and
their families. Prashant
Tiwari, GM (PR) proposed
the Vote of Thanks.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1199::  MGM Senior
Secondary School , Sector - 6,
celebrated its 56th Annual Day -
ABHIVYAKTI on the theme -
Every Child Is Special, Let's
Empower Him/Her. The Chief
Guests on the occasion were Dr
Abhishek Pallava (IPS)
Superintendent of Police , Durg
District & RK Vij (IPS) Director
General of Police (Retired). The
Special Guests were SV
Nandanwar CGM in Town
Services and CSR and Vibha
Jha City Coordinator CBSE &
Jayesh CS Pai, Registar IIT
Bhilai. 

His Grace Alexios Mar
Eusebius, Manager Bishop and
Metropolitan of the Calcutta
Diocese presided over the en-
tire function and blessed one
and all with his gracious pres-
ence. The occasion was also
graced by Father Jacob
Thomas, Vice President of the
school; Father Shinu Cherian,
Assistant Vicar; KC Mathew,
Hon'ble Correspondent of the

School; Roy George, MGO
Cathedral Secretary; Dissiny
Varghese, Treasurer; School &
Church Managing Committee
Members & Parents. 

The function commenced
with the school prayer followed
by a welcome dance by the
school students and the tradi-
tional lighting of the lamp by
guests. This entailed the
sapling presentation and pin-
ning of badges. The welcome
speech was presented by
Elizabeth Anitha Rajan,
Headmistress First Shift &
Shiny Joseph Incharge IInd
shift, MGM School. 

The Honourable
Correspondent in his speech ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
meritorious students and stated
that even small appreciation
from the teachers can boost
their morale. Jacob Thomas ad-
dressed on the theme
Abhivyakti and said that all chil-
dren are genius in their own
way and must be given oppor-
tunity to grow, flourish and
show their talent. 

The Principal Father Dr BD
Tharakan presented the Annual
Report for the academic year
2021-22 in an interactive way
highlighting the achievement of
the students in academics,
sports and staged his vision for
the progress of the school. He
stressed on the importance of
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) and 21ST
Century Skills. He also men-
tioned about MGM Share and
Care-A Noble project for the fi-
nancially weaker students. 

Dr Abhishek Pallava elo-
quently addressed the gather-
ing with his view and inspired
one and all. He urged that par-
ents need to give time for their
children and also support them.
Children need inclusive educa-
tion not exclusive. 

He also added that we should
not become a critic but be a
teacher. RK Vij (IPS) in his ad-
dress opined on the role of
teachers in empowering child's
life. He also emphasized on NEP
2020 and its focus on moral val-

ues, ethics & equality in a stu-
dent's life. SV Nandanwar
stressed on the necessity of
overall development of children
and the merits of constructive
feedback. Dr Jayesh CS Pai ex-
pressed his views on the devel-
opment of a child in a society. 

The Annual Prize distribution
honoured the meritorious stu-
dents who had excelled in CBSE
Board Exam 2021- 22 . Elizabeth
Anitha Rajan, Beena Mathew,
Swapna E Chacko, Somy
Sajeev, Shantha John, Asha
Sujith, Mini Varghese, Jenny
John & Rossy S Thomas were fe-
licitated by the school manage-
ment for long service. 

The Cultural fiesta based on
the theme Abhivyakti 2022-
Every child is special, Let's em-
power him/her followed. The
celebration proved to be a plat-
form for the students to come
together & show their inherent
talents. The memorable func-
tion ended with the Vote of
Thanks by Richa Bijoria & Arti
Pandey followed by the
National Anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: Bhilai
Maitri College Risali or-
ganised community
camp at village Dev
Baloda on December 17.
Several awareness pro-
grams were conducted in
this camp by B Ed
trainees. B Ed trainees
performed Nukkad
Drama which was fo-

cused on girls education,
environment cleanliness
and protest against
dowry system.

Students of Bhilai
Maitri College gave sever-
al messages through vari-
ous slogan during rally
that was conducted for
spreading awareness re-
garding the importance
of girls education, adult
education, child educa-

tion, neat and clean sur-
rounding health etc.

Directors of Bhilai
Maitri College appreciat-
ed teachers and students
for the success of this vil-
lage camp. Dr Surekha
Vinod Patil admired Dr
Shalini Verma, Sini
Karunanidhi ( Incharges
of village camp) and all
students for conducting
this purposeful camp.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: On
Monday, the residents of
Supela complained about
the sale of stale and con-
taminated food items in
some hotels and roadside
eateries. The denizens at
Collector Jandarshan
pointed out that some
street vendors and hotels
are not taking care of the
quality of food.

They are not paying full
attention to the purity of
water and the freshness of
food, due to which people
are falling sick. Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi di-
rected the corporation offi-
cials to take action regard-

ing the application. On
Monday, 84 applications
were received. Most of
these applications were re-
lated to revenue matters.
The Additional Collector
asked all the SDMs to take
effective action in these
matters and inform the ap-
plicants.

The relatives of the peo-
ple who died of Covid also
sought information about
the status of their applica-
tion. The Additional
Collector said that payment

of compensation will be
made to all the eligible ap-
plicants soon.

An application related to
road dividers in Indira
Market was also submitted
at Jandarshan. The appli-
cant stated that due to the
divider, the width of the
road has reduced consider-
ably which creates a situa-
tion of traffic jam. If the di-
vider is removed, many
problems can be solved.

Another applicant de-
manded extensive planta-

tion on the sides of the road
being constructed between
Ahiwara to Powerhouse.
He said that along with the
construction of this road,
greenery should be promot-
ed widely by planting trees
so that this industrial area
can also get a healthy envi-
ronment. In this regard, the
Additional Collector sent
an application to the PWD
officials and gave instruc-
tions to plant saplings in
sufficient numbers.

A cleanliness worker of
Navodaya Vidyalaya also
reached the Jandarshan.
He said that he works in
Navodaya Vidyalaya Borai
as a daily wage earner. On
Diwali, he went on leave
without prior information
due to which his services
were terminated. The em-
ployee sought his reinstate-
ment and submitted an ap-
plication in this regard.

Solar high mast lights to illuminate
ten wards of Vaishalinagar

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: With the
aim of promoting non-con-
ventional energy sources,
CREDA Energy
Department is making
continuous efforts in the
field of solar energy. Vijay
Sahu (Member CREDA
Raipur) had sent recom-
mendation for installation
of 10 nos solar high mast
lights through CREDA de-
partment for night light-
ing in various wards of
Vaishali Nagar assembly
constituency.

Out of these 10 wards,
bhoomipujan was per-
formed at 06 wards on 15th
December and at 04 wards
on 19th December. Vijay
Sahu was the chief guest
of the bhoomipujan pro-
grammes. Councilors and
ward residents were pres-
ent during the pro-
grammes.

This work was appreci-
ated by the ward residents
and they thanked CREDA
for promoting green ener-

gy in the cities.
Bhoomipujan has been

performed in Ward no 12
(Near Atal Awas), Ward no
13 (Mangal Bazar Kohka),
Ward no 34 (Durga Higher
Secondary School, Veer
Shivaji Nagar Camp-02)
and Ward no 35 (Yug
Nirman High School,
Sharda Para).

Vijay Sahu (Member
CREDA), Dharmaraj
Sharma (Chairman
Gandhi Vichar Yatra
Chhattisgarh), Nand
Kumar Kashyap
(Chairman, Block

Congress Committee
Supela Kohka), Rama
Vishwakarma (Chairman
Block Congress
Committee Camp), Girwar
Bunty Sahu (Speaker,
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai) and Anju Suman
Sagar Sinha (Councillor
Ward No 13), Santosh Nath
Singh (Councillor Ward
No 34), Engineer Salman
(Councillor Ward No 35),
TR Dhruv (District
Incharge, CREDA) and
ward residents of all con-
cerned wards were 
present.

Progress on sustainability indicators
to be visible on dashboard

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: The State
Planning Commission in
Chhattisgarh has prepared
a dashboard for monitor-
ing the progress of the in-
dices prepared by the UN
for sustainable develop-
ment till the year 2030.
Detailed information was
given to the officers in the
divisional level workshop
about the dashboard and
the district indicator
framework prepared for
monitoring. Officials of
the State Planning
Commission said that it is
easier to analyze through
data that to what extent the

departmental work being
done for sustainable devel-
opment is proving effective
within a district in com-
parison to the work being
done in other districts of
the state. With the help of
indicators, the review can
be done in a better way.
Officials said that for this
purpose, it is very impor-
tant that the departmental
officers keep improving
their work by observing
and reviewing the dash-
board. They must be more
aware in the matter of data
collection so that accurate
display of the ground situ-
ation can be done.

State Planning
Commission Secretary
Anup Kumar Srivastava

said that SDG (Sustainable
Development Goal), which
has been set by the UN, has
to be fulfilled by the year
2030. These goals are like a
marathon which is possi-
ble to achieve when the
planning is done with ac-
curate data. "We'll have
better tools to monitor our
goals.

The District Indicator
Framework has been pre-
pared by the State
Planning Commission in
collaboration with all the
departments, which was
released by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the
month of August this
year", he said. There are 82
types of indicators which
will be continuously moni-

tored by Collectors and
CEOs of the districts. It
will also have scoring and
ranking of districts so that
the results of the work at
the grassroots level can
also be displayed through
the dashboard.

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that the "District Indicator
Framework" prepared by
the State Planning
Commission is a very use-
ful framework, which is in
line with the global SDGs.
It will be helpful in effec-
tively implementing the
targets in the districts.
Through this framework,
we will get a beautiful plat-
form for better analysis of
data for monitoring. It will

prove to be an effective tool
for the administration.
The CEO directed all the
department heads to pro-
vide only concrete figures
for this in a time-bound
manner.

Dr Neetu Gourdia, Joint
Director, State Planning
Commission gave detailed
information regarding DIF
and SDG Dashboard and
the importance of data.
She answered the queries
of the participants. DPSO
DS Verma was also present
in the programme.

DIF indicators mainly
focus on social, economic
and environmental as-
pects; bringing progress
which is sure to lead to
socio-economic develop-
ment. Through the SDG
Dashboard, information
on progress against each
target will be received
quickly, due to which mid-
course correction, redistri-
bution of resources will be
ensured and effective im-
plementation of schemes
will be ensured.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 20,  2022

i State Planning
Commission holds
training on ‘District
Indicator Framework’
prepared for district
level monitoring of
Sustainable
Development 
Goal (SDG)

Bhoomipoojan performed for installation of lights

Citizens complain about sale of stale food items

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: The
biggest ever job fair of
Durg district is going to
be organised on
December 21. Over 70
companies from across
the country are going to
participate in the fair
with 42000 vacancies.

This mega employment
fair will be inaugurated
at 10.30 am at
Government ITI Power
House and Livelihood
College Sector 6A
Market. More than 70 pri-
vate employers from dif-
ferent states of the coun-
try will participate in the
fair.

Giving more informa-

tion in this regard,
Deputy Director
(Manpower Planning)
Rajkumar Kurre said
that the mega employ-
ment fair is being organ-
ized as per the intention
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
under guidance of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena.

In this fair, the best em-
ployment prospects will
be ready for the youth
within Chhattisgarh and
also outside the state.
Kurre said that the deci-
sion to organize a mega
employment fair has
been taken at the state
level.

Under the guidance of

Director Employment
and Training Avneesh
Sharan, the departmental
officers contacted the em-
ployers of the state and
outside the state and pre-
pared the outline of this
program.

The mega employment
fair has jobs for every sec-
tor. Recruitments will be
made in the sectors of
Textile (Apparel),
Banking and Financial, IT
and IT Enabled Services,
BPO, Manufacturing,
Automobile and various
industries and service sec-
tor.

For detailed informa-
tion of vacancies, the can-
didates can click
bit.ly/Jobfair-application.

Only those applicants can
participate in the job fair,
who have previously sub-
mitted the application
through Google Form.
Detailed information
about vacancies can be
obtained from the dis-
trict's website or Google
link bit.ly/Jobfair-appli-
cation.

Applicants who have filled
the Google form can partici-
pate in the Mega Job Fair on
December 21. They shall
come with self-attested photo-
copies of all their educational
certificates, employment of-
fice registration sheet,
Chhattisgarh residence cer-
tificate, caste certificate and
Aadhaar card, passport size
photograph, etc.

70 employers from across the country
to provide more than 42000 jobs p 84 applications

submitted in
JandarshanMega Job Fair at Government ITI Power House and Livelihood College Sector 6 on Dec 21

Bhilai Maitri College organises Village
Community camp at Dev Baloda

MGM celebrates 56 th Annual Day 

Prize distribution of Drawing/Painting and SAIL Story writing competition held



SANTA’S DRESSES

With few days left for Christmas celebrations, the demand for Santa Claus dress is
high among young and road-side vendors have put up many hand-carts on main
roads.

State level committee meeting of

Health Department concludes

Raipur, Dec 19: A meeting
of the State Level
Committee constituted for
the implementation of the
health grant received
through the 15th Finance
Commission was held here
on Monday at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh Jain.
In the meeting, under the
15th Finance Commission,
for the financial year 2023-
24, the grant of Rs 355 crore
74 lakh received for state of
Chhattisgarh, was dis-
cussed in detail about the
construction and operation
plan of various infrastruc-
tures of the health depart-
ment. In the meeting, the of-
ficials of the health depart-
ment informed about 55

buildingless health centers
will be constructed with the
amount of health grant re-
ceived from the 15th
Finance Commission.
Health and wellness centers
of primary health centers in
about 1154 villages of the
state will be upgraded and
expenditure will be made
for the operation of 364
urban health and wellness
centers and 15 polyclinics
and for expansion of vari-
ous check-up facilities in
community health centers.
In this meeting organized
through video conferencing,
the Secretary of the Health
Department, R.K.
Prasanna, National Health
Mission, Director Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas Sandipan,
CGMSC Managing Director,
Mr. Abhijeet Singh and
other members of the State
Level Committee (SLC) were
present.

Rejuvenation of school buildings, Ashrams,
and student hostels soon

Raipur, Dec 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has given instructions for
preparing a special ac-
tion plan for the repair
and maintenance of
school buildings,
Ashrams, and hostels.
He has also instructed to
include government
buildings like the
Collectorate, Sub -divi-
sional and Tehsil Offices,

Police Stations, and other
places where most people
visit for their official
work in the action plan
for repair and mainte-
nance.

The Chief Minister
Baghel has asked the
Chief Secretary to pre-
pare a plan for the repair
and maintenance of gov-
ernment buildings in-
cluding educational insti-

tutions and to present it
in the upcoming cabinet
meeting. The Chief
Minister said that after
the formation of the new
state of Chhattisgarh, the
repairs of school build-
ings, Ashrams, and hos-
tels were not taken care
of, due to which a lot of
difficulties are surfacing
in teaching and learning
in schools. He has said

that before the start of
the next academic ses-
sion, the development, re-
pairs, and maintenance
work in schools,
Ashrams, and hostels
should be done. Similarly,
other government build-
ings that are frequented
by the common people for
official work also require
repair, maintenance, and
administration.

More than 30 applications received in ‘Janchaupal’
Raipur, Dec 19: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Bhure
heard more than 30 appli-
cations related to the prob-
lems and complaints of
people coming from far-
flung areas of the district
in ‘Jan Chapal’ held today.
The Collector directed the
concerned officers to dis-
pose of the applications re-
ceived in Jan Choupal
within the time limit.
Benefits of the schemes
must be within the reach
of common people on
time, he said, instructing

the officials to ensure
proper implementation of

all the government
schemes.

Deshbandhu School celebrates 
Pre-Golden Jubilee with grandeur

Raipur, Dec 19:
Deshbandhu English
Medium Higher
Secondary School, Raipur,
celebrated Pre Golden
Jubilee with grandeur,
merriment, and enthusi-
asm on Monday. The event
commenced with lighting
of the ceremonial lamp by
Mr Shishir Das, Principal
of the school. Children of
the school garlanded the
statue of Maa Saraswati.

A very thoughtful con-

ceptualisation of the func-
tion witnessed sponta-
neous participation of stu-
dents and their parents
with much enthusiasm.
Talented students por-
trayed the rich legacy the
school and enthralled the
audience with their dance
and song performances.
Students from class
Nursery to XII participat-
ed in the programme.
Dance and song competi-
tion was conducted in four

groups A, B, C, and D re-
spectively. Marigold won
the first prize in group A
and B, Rose won the first
place in group C and D.
The judges of the pro-
gramme were Usha
Sashidharan, Jhuma
Bose, C.S Dev, Meeta
Majumdar and Dr Nilesh
Channawar. The manage-
ment of the school con-
gratulated everyone for
the smooth conduct of the
function.

Munat alleges embezzlement 
of rice released by Centre 

Raipur, Dec 19: BJP
leader and former
Minister Rajesh Munat
has charged the Congress
government in
Chhattisgarh with deny-
ing the poor of their
rights. Public ration was
black marketed from gov-
ernment ration shops, he
alleged while addressing
a press conference here
today.

Raising the issue of
rice received by the state
from centre during
COVID situation Munat
said that said that the
amount of rice received
from the centre was not
distributed; rather a large
quantity of rice was em-
bezzled. Munat has now
asked for the full account
of the rice received by the
state from the Centre. He

said that the state had
also claimed to distribute
extra rice during the
Covid period.

Showing its sensitivity
towards the poor the
Government of India sent
rice for them during the
Covid period, he said,
adding that this is about 3
crore 80 lakh 61 thousand
540 quintals of rice in a
total of 33 months from
April 2020 to December
2022. The center gave this
complete ration to the
state, he said and added
that it had to be distrib-
uted to the people. He said
that 2 crore 29 lakh 80

thousand 711 quintals of
rice was distributed in
the state while quantity of
about 1 crore 50 lakh 80
thousand 829 quintals
was not distributed. No
one knows where this rice
has gone and no one
knows where it is kept, he
said adding that its cost is
Rs 5 thousand 127 crore.
Alleging irregularities in
such a huge amount of
rice he said that the stock
of ration was not audited
for 4 years. It is clear that
the stock audit was not
done so that major irregu-
larities do not come to
light, he alleged.

Ch’garh honoured at a national level once again

Raipur, Dec 19:
Chhattisgarh is creating a
unique identity in our na-
tion under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Under Baghel’s
leadership, work is being
done in the best way possi-
ble for the implementation
and monitoring of public
welfare schemes, and
Chhattisgarh has been re-
ceiving national level
awards continuously.

Chhattisgarh has bagged
another national award.
The “Mor Mayaru Guruji”
program of the

Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (CSCPCR)
has received the Silver
Scotch Award at the na-
tional level. This honor
was given during the grand
event held in the India
Habitat Center New Delhi
by the Scotch Foundation.
Anila Bhedia, Minister of
the Chhattisgarh,
President of State

Commission for Protection
of Child Rights.
Tejkunwar Netam received
the honour. On this occa-
sion, the Secretary of the
Commission Prateek
Khare and the member of
the Commission Puja
Khanuja were also present.

After receiving the hon-
our Anila Bhedia said dur-
ing her address that this
program has been started

with the aim to encourage
teachers to behave with
children in accordance
with the latter’s mindset.
She also congratulated the
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board and the Forest
Department of Balod for
receiving the award in the
felicitation ceremony.

She said that when one is
honored at a national level,
they are motivated to per-
form better. It is notewor-
thy that the National
Scotch Award is an ex-
tremely reputed honor that
is given only after qualify-
ing through seven phases
of a step-by-step process.
This award has been given
to the “Mor Mayaru
Guruji” program for inno-
vation in the category of
Women and Child Welfare

and in the field of child
protection.

Under the “Mor Mayaru
Guruji” program, children
are made knowledgeable
and aware while keeping in
mind the psychological im-
pact of teachers on them.
During the teacher-student
interaction or overall edu-
cation, there is a signifi-
cant effect of a teacher’s
character and personality
on children, and if this as-
pect of teaching is given
due importance, then it is
possible to protect the
rights of children by incul-
cating morality and
strength of character in
them.

The Commission has
trained about 2000 teachers
from various districts
under this program.

Embezzlement of 77 lakh:
Lecturer suspended

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 19: Major ac-
tion has been taken in the
matter of alleged embez-
zlement of Rs 77 lakh in
Bilaspur. While taking ac-
tion, the school education
department has suspend-
ed a lecturer who is al-
legedly involved in embez-

zlement of government
funds from the treasury.

Suspension order has
also been issued. The
District Education Officer
of Bilaspur and the
Principal of Beltara
Higher Secondary School
reached Ratanpur police
station this morning and
presented two separate

complaints against the
lecturer and clerk. Police
are registering FIR on the
basis of complaints.
According to the informa-
tion, the lecturer and
clerk, in connivance with
the treasury employees,
got Rs 77 lakh transferred
to their account on fake
bills.

GNY is proving to be helpful in fulfilling
various dreams of the villagers: CM

Raipur, Dec 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that Godhan Nyay
Yojana (GNY) has become
a source of additional in-
come for cattle herders, vil-
lagers, farmers and labor-
ers. In last two years since
the inception of GNY, an
amount of about Rs 380 cr
has been paid to the benefi-
ciaries of the scheme,
Gauthan committees and
women self-help groups.
This substantial amount
earned from cow dung has
turned out to be a boon for
people in rural areas, as it
is contributing towards ful-
fillment of their small-
small dreams. Chief
Minister was addressing a
virtual program organized
for transfer of funds to the

accounts of the beneficiar-
ies of GNY at his official
residence here on Monday.

In this programme, CM
made an online transfer of
Rs 5.99 cr to the accounts of
the beneficiaries of the
scheme. This includes Rs
4.41 cr paid in lieu of the
2.2 quintals of cow dung
procured from cattle
herders, villagers, farmers
and landless during the
fortnight from December 1-
15, payment of Rs 94 lakh
to the Gauthan commit-
tees, and an amount of
Rs.64 lakhs transferred as
dividend amount to the ac-
counts of women self-help
groups.

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Forest
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori, MLAs
Sangeeta Sinha and Dr.

Laxmi Dhruv were also
present in the programme.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister said that during
Bhent-Mulaqat visit, the
villagers told him that they
are using the money re-
ceived against the dung
procurement for fulfilling
their needs. Many benefici-
aries told that they are
using the amount for their
children’s education, for
purchasing ornaments,
motorcycles, scooties and
developing agricultural
land etc. Chief Minister
said that the farmers have
donated more than 5 lakh
quintals of hay in
Gauthans on the appeal of
the state government.
Paddy harvesting work is
almost over in the state,
but still heaps of hay can
be found accumulated in
the fields of many farmers.
Arrangements should be
made to bring this hay

from the farms to the
Gauthans.

Chief Minister said that
the committees of our self-
supporting Gauthans are
purchasing cow dung from
their own funds. If we look
at the total amount paid
against the procurement of
cow dung for the last three
fortnights, the amount
paid by Gauthan commit-
tees is more than the pay-
ments made by the state
government. In the fort-
night from December 1 to
15, the self-supporting
Gothans of the state have
paid more amount in lieu
of dung procured as com-
pared to the Agriculture
Department. Out of Rs 4.41
cr paid to cow dung ven-
dors today, Rs 2.75 cr has
been paid by 4372 self-sup-
porting Gauthans from
their own resources and Rs
1.66 cr has been paid by the
Agriculture Department.

This is a major transforma-
tion. Baghel has instructed
the officers concerned to
make more and more
Gauthans self-supporting.
CM said that the Gauthan
committees, which are
seeking permission to con-
struct sheds in Gauthans,
should be given permis-
sion. So far cow dung
worth Rs 32.36 crore has
been procured by self-sup-
porting Gauthans.

While addressing the
program, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey  said that
Gauthans have become the
centers of livelihood ori-
ented activities in villages.
Gauthans are being devel-
oped as Rural Industrial
Parks (RIPA), and with this
upgrade, the economic ac-
tivities here will be further
expanded. Our Gauthans
will prove to be milestones
for the development of vil-
lages. Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Director of Animal
Husbandry Department
Chandan Sanjay Tripathi,
Deputy Secretary
Agriculture Tulika
Prajapati were present in
the programme.
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Under 15th Finance
Commission

During COVID situation
by state govt

Ch’garh’s ‘mor mayaru
guruji’ prog received
the National Silver
Scotch Award

Nearly Rs 380 cr has
been paid to the benefi-
ciaries in two years

Officials directed to
make arrangements for
transportation of hay
from the fields to
Gauthans

CM transfers Rs 5.99 cr
online into the
accounts of the benefi-
ciaries

Dy. Secy. CMO suspended, judicial
remand extended for 14 days

Raipur, Dec 19: Accused
in the money laundering
and coal levy scam, the
Dy. Secretary in CMO
Soumya Chaurasia has
been suspended by the
state government. GAD
citing the ED’s press re-
lease has suspended her

last on Dec 15 and during
this suspension period
she will continue to get
allowances as per rules.

It was amidst strict se-
curity, Dy. CMO Soumya
Chourasia was produced
in the special court here
on Monday. At the same

time her judicial remand
has been extended fur-
ther and she was sent to
judicial remand for an-
other 14 days and now
she will be produce in the
court once again on
January 2, 2023.

It is notable here that
other four accused in-
cluding suspended IAS
Sameer Bishnoi, Sunil
Agrawal, Laxmikant
Tiwari and Sunil
Agrawal are already un-
dergoing judicial remand
and are in jail and would
be produced in the Court
on Jan 13, 2023. ED has at-
tached 91 properties of
above four and 21 proper-
ties of Soumya
Chourasia.

Pt. Sunderlal Sharma
Memorial theme Dec 21
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1199::  Pandit
Sunderlal Sharma Memorial
theme is being organized by the
Chhattisgarh Culture Council
under the auspices of the
Sahitya Academy. This program
will be held on Dec 21 at 5:30
pm in the Cultural Department
premises. The main speakers in
the program will be Ravi
Shrivastav from Bhilai, Jeevan
Yadu from Khairagarh, and Lalit
Mishra from Raipur. Nandkishor
Tiwari from Bilaspur will pre-
side over the event.
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Collector inspects RIPA under construction in Turenar
Jagdalpur, Dec 19:
Collector Chandan Kumar
inspected the rural indus-
trial park under construc-
tion at Turenar on
Monday. He inquired
about the identification of
economic activities to be
conducted in this campus
and its training. He told
the members of women’s
self-help groups (WSHGs)
engaged in economic ac-
tivities to involve other
members of their family
here and increase their
family’s income by con-
necting with this impor-
tant scheme of gover-
nance.

He said that full assis-
tance is being provided by
the government to
strengthen the economic
condition of the villagers,
whose benefits should be
availed by the villagers. He
said that Rural Industrial

Park is being constructed
in a very large complex at
Tourenar and in this the
people of the local
Panchayat will be provid-
ed maximum opportuni-
ties for economic activi-
ties. The Collector also in-
quired about the neces-
sary preparations made to

start the economic activi-
ties in the sheds allotted to
the departments. He also
directed the officers for
beautification of the cam-
pus. Similarly, Collector
Chandan Kumar also in-
spected the rejuvenation
work being done at Swami
Atmanand Excellent

English Medium School,
Dharampura. On this oc-
casion, Chief Executive
Officer of District
Panchayat Prakash Sarve,
Sub-Divisional Officer of
Public Works Department
Rajeev Batra along with
principal and teachers of
the school were present.

During the inspection,
the Collector gave instruc-
tions to edit the work
while providing grandeur
according to the dignity of
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School. He said
that keeping in mind the
needs of the teachers and
students, the work of reju-
venating the school should
be done so that the facility
of smart class is also avail-
able to the children here.
He also directed regarding
maintaining uniformity in
the campus. Speeding up
the construction of addi-
tional rooms being con-
structed here, instructions
were given to complete
them by the month of
March. In view of the
large number of children
enrolled in the school, he
also gave instructions for
construction of adequate
number of toilets.

Multidisciplinary National
Seminar at Mahant College

Raipur, Dec 19: A two
days multidisciplinary
National Seminar  was
held in Mahant
Laxminarayan Das
College on the topic enti-
tled “Emerging Trends of
Technology in Context of
Challenges to Education
and Research”. The day
one of the seminar was di-
vided into two technical
sessions and was presided
by   prominent academi-

cians, dignitaries and dele-
gates.

The occasion was
graced by   Prof Aruna
Palta, Vice Chancellor
Hemchand Durg
University, Raipur,
Pramod Dubey, Speaker in
Municipal Corporation,
Management Committee
member Ajay Tiwari,
President Shiksha
Pracharak Samiti, Anil
Tiwari, Secretary, Shiksha

Pracharak Samiti,
Principal Dewashish
Mukherjee, Prof Anjani
Shukla, Dilip Charanji.
The chief guest on this oc-
casion was Pramod Dubey.

Professor O.P.
Chandrakar, Principal
Govt. College Kurud
presided over the first
technical session. The re-
source persons were Prof.
TC Gupta, JYoganandam
CG  College, Raipur,
Sadhana Bagachi, re-
source persons ITM
University.

In his inaugural address
Pramod Dubey said that
technology runs our lives
and Artificial intelligence
has become an integral
part of our lives and will
play a significant role in
the future.

The second technical
session was chaired by
Prof Usha Kiran Agrawal
and the key Resource per-
son was Dr Gopal Krishna
Deshmukh, ITM, Pt RSU
Raipur. Prof Deshmukh
discussed about the role of
IT in research. Professor
Usha Kiran Agrawal em-
phasized on the ethical
way to conduct research.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur/ New Delhi,
Dec 19: The Supreme
Court has rejected the
petition against
Rajasthan government
to stop the development
of Parsa mine and
Hasdeo area in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Dismissing the petition
against this develop-
ment-oriented project,
the Apex court said,
they will not come in the
way of development.

Dismissing the inter-
im plea, a bench of
Justices BR Gavai and
Vikram Nath said, “we
do not want to come in
the way of development
and we are very clear on
this. We will determine
your rights under law
but not at the cost of de-
velopment. We will not
stop any project unless
the illegality is huge.”
The bench, in its order,
also clarified that pend-
ing several petitions
challenging land acqui-

sition for Parsa coal
block in Hasdeo Aranya
forest area of
??Chhattisgarh  stay,
shall not be treated as
any kind of restriction
against coal mining ac-
tivities. A hospital with
hundred bedded modern
medical facility pro-
posed by Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL), a power unit
of Rajasthan state at
Surguja., along with
this, the way has been
cleared to expand the
English medium school,
which provides free edu-
cation to tribals, from
tenth to twelfth stan-
dard.

Rajasthan govern-
ment’s RRVUNL is the
biggest contributor to
employment and CSR in
Surguja district and the
opening of its new mine
will further benefit the
local people. This news
is also a big deal for
Chhattisgarh because
due to the mines of
Rajasthan, the state
fund will also get thou-
sands of crores of rev-
enue for public welfare.

It is noteworthy that

due to afforestation and
local community devel-
opment programmes,
the Parsa block of
Rajasthan has emerged
as a model mine in the
coal sector of the coun-
try.

Despite having the
fifth largest coal re-
serves in the world,
India suffers from power
shortage. With solar
and wind power provid-
ing electricity only for a
few hours a day, coal will
remain a major source
of electricity for many
years to come. In such a
situation, due to the
movement of anti-devel-
opment elements and
fake cases in opening
coal mines, India has to
buy foreign coal at a
heavy cost instead of
getting its own cheap
from local employment.
Due to which electricity
prices are always getting
expensive. Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand are the
major coal producing
states of the country.
Apart from this, coal is
produced in Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha as well
as in Maharashtra and
Bengal.

Civic action program organized
at 223 Battalion CRPF Penta

Konta, Dec 19: Under
the direction of DIG
(Operations) CRPF,
Sukma, Arvind Rai and
Commandant 223 CRPF
Battalion Naveen Kumar,
a Civic Action Program
was organized at G/223
Battalion CRPF Penta, in
which  Kul Prakash
Siddharth (D/C) and
Santosh Kumar (M/O). G
/ Company Commander
of 223 Battalion CRPF
Inspector / G.D.
Jagannath Daka,

Inspector / G. D. Kudan
Kishore, Inspector /G.
D.I. Sundar Murthy / 223
Battalion’s other subordi-
nate officers and jawans
distributed blankets,
solar lanterns, mosquito
nets, sarees and mango
plants to more than 200
villagers, elders, women
and children of Penta,
Nagalgunda, Kosaguda
and other nearby vil-
lages.

The villagers took part
in the civic action pro-

gram and during the pro-
gram the villagers were
informed about various
welfare schemes run by
the government and
women empowerment
and children were also
made aware. The vil-
lagers, women and chil-
dren who came to the
Civic Action Program
village also had tea and
snacks with the jawans of
G/223 Battalion and they
looked very happy and
excited.

Officers of Bastar participated in SLCWC meeting 
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Dec 19: The
state working committee
meeting of the BJP legal
cell was held at the
Kushabhau Thakre
premises of BJP’s state
office. Sapan Dewangan,
Naveen Thakur, Dinesh
Panigrahi, Jayprakash
Padhi, Yashwant Singh
Thakur attended the
meeting. BJP’s National

Vice President and for-
mer CM Raman Singh

addressed the State
Working Committee of

Law Cell.
Apart from this, for-

mer minister Rajesh
Munat, state in-charge
Nareshchandra Gupta,
state convenor of law cell
J a y p r a k a s h
Chandravanshi, co-coor-
dinator Sanju Pandey,
Gopal Dixit addressed.
The program was coordi-
nated by Brajesh Pandey.
State executive member
and district convenor co-
ordinator were also pres-
ent in the meeting.

CCTV cameras will be installed
in 14 police stations: Sundarraj

Jagdalpur, Dec 19: The
department is now going
to install CCTV cameras
in 14 police stations and 5
outposts of Bastar district.
With this camera, audio-
video evidence of com-
plaints against the police
will be available. The sys-
tem of this CCTV camera
will be connected to the
mobile of the police sta-
tion. Through which the
station in-charge will be
able to keep an eye on the
police station from any-
where.

According to the infor-
mation received, a success-
ful trial of installing such
cameras in the police sta-
tions has been done six
months back in the capi-
tal. The first CCTV cam-
era has been installed
after the trial at
Khahardih police station
in Raipur. The cameras to
be installed in police sta-

tions will be equipped
with hi-tech technology,
the recording of which
can be preserved for one
and a half years. For this,
a tender has been issued to
a company from the police
headquarters. Very soon
the process of its installa-
tion will be started.

Bastar IG Sundarraj P.
confirming this, he said
that such cameras will be
installed in all the police
stations of Bastar district.
This will bring trans-
parency in the working of
the police, as well as pre-
ferred action can be taken
on the complaints.

Collector instructs to speed
up the lifting of paddy 

Bemetara, Dec 19:
Collector Jitendra

Kumar Shukla, after
holding a meeting of the
rice millers of the dis-
trict, directed for early
lifting of the paddy
being purchased at the
support price. During
the meeting held in the
Collectorate meeting
hall, the Collector said
that the pace of collect-
ing paddy and deposit-
ing rice in the Civil
Supplies Corporation
and the Food
Corporation of India
after the DO cut is slow,
which should be expedit-
ed. Shukla instructed
both the agencies to de-
posit rice according to
the capacity of the rice

mill. Food Officer Nitish
Kumar Trivedi said that
143 DOs have been is-
sued to rice millers so
far. In this ratio, the per-
centage of paddy lifting
is less.

In the meeting, Deputy
Registrar Cooperative
Societies John Khalko,
District Marketing
Officer Ashutosh
Kosaria, District
Manager Civil Supplies
Corporation Alka
Shukla, Nodal Officer
District Cooperative
Central Bank Marya.
Durg District Bemetara
D.D. Dehre, Arvind
Verma including rice
millers were present.

SCs to get a reservation on the
basis of 2021 census: CM

Raipur, Dec 19:
“Chhattisgarh is speedily
moving on the path of devel-
opment by following the
path of truth, non-violence,
brotherhood, fraternity,
equality, and harmony as
preached by Baba Guru
Ghasidas”, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said while
addressing the public in the
program organized at
Lalpur Dham of Lormi de-
velopment block under
Mungeli district on the
birth anniversary of Baba
Guru Ghasidas. He said that
a provision had been made
to give 13 percent reserva-
tion to Scheduled Castes
(SCs) according to the pres-
ent population. He demand-
ed that the Government of
India should conduct the
2021 census soon so that ac-
cording to the new census,

reservations will be provid-
ed to the Scheduled Castes
immediately. In the pro-
gram, the Chief Minister
announced an amount of
Rs1 cr for the development
of Lalpur Dham.

In the program organized
at Lalpur Dham, Chief
Minister Baghel worshiped
‘Joda Jaitkham’ which is
the symbol of ‘faith and be-
lief ’ of the Satnami commu-
nity and the temple, and
wished for the happiness
and prosperity of the state.
Congratulating the people
on the occasion of Baba
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti, he
said that Baba Guru
Ghasidas has preached to
follow the path of truth and
state government is follow-
ing the same path. His mes-
sage of social harmony is

still relevant today.
He further said that the

present Chhattisgarh
Government has strength-
ened the state economy.
Farmers are earning a fair
price for their hard work.
Their agriculture loans and
irrigation taxes have been
waived off. The minor forest
produces along with Urad,
Moong and Arhar are being
procured on support price.
The procurement price of
sugarcane has been in-
creased which has strength-
ened the economic condi-
tion of the farmers. To
strengthen the education
and health sector of the
state, Rs.1 thousand crore
has been approved for the
repair of dilapidated and re-
pairable schools and other
government buildings, and

Rs.1200 crore has been ap-
proved for the strengthen-
ing of technical education.
He further said that follow-
ing Babaji’s message to
‘serve humanity’, the state
government has provided
free ration for three months
to those living below the
poverty line during the
lockdown.

Addressing the public at
the program, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahariya said,”
We have to follow the path
preached by Baba Guru
Ghasidas, only then the
state of Chhattisgarh will
move forward. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel has promoted the
tradition and culture of
Chhattisgarh and has main-

tained social harmony”.
“Chief Minister performed
Bhumi Pujan for the estab-
lishment of Guru Ghasidas
Shodh Peeth and Museum
in Nava Raipur and for pro-
viding national level coach-
ing facilities to the meritori-
ous students of Scheduled
Castes for competitive ex-
aminations. These estab-
lishments will help the
youth to move forward in
their career.” he further
added. Parliamentary
Secretary Rashmi Ashish
Singh, former minister, and
Mungeli MLA Punnulal
Mohle, Lormi MLA
Dharamjeet Singh, and
President of Bandhwa ‘s
Satnam Kalyan Samiti
Gautia Phanishwar Patle
were present and they ad-
dressed the public.

CM demanded to 
conduct the 2021 
census at the earliest

Baghel participates in
the ‘Guru Parv Mela’
organized at Lalpur
Dham

Announces Rs.1 cr for
the development of
Lalpur Dham

SC gives go ahead to Rajasthan’s

mining project in Hasdeo
Says it will not come 
in the way of develop-
ment

Rani Virdi
Raipur: Rani Virdi, Ro

Faffadih Lane
N o . - 4 ,
breathed her
last here on
Monday. She

was 89. She was moter
of PRO RDA and rela-
tive of Dr Parvinder
Hanspal.

OBITUARY

Raipur, Dec 19: A delega-
tion of PCC Chhattisgarh
in which Adivasi
Congress district presi-
dent Bhavani Singh
Markam was also a mem-
ber met Maharashtra PCC
president  Nanabhau
Patole in Nagpur on
Monday. Markam ap-
prised Patole about the
achievements of state gov-

ernment. Patole congrat-
ulated Markam for
party’s win in
Bhanupratappur by-elec-
tion  and HP Assembly
elections. Those present
on the occasion were
Shakil Ahmed and
Prakash Sharma from
Nagpur, Ghanshyam
Vishwakarma from
Rajnandgaon and others.

Adivasi Congress meets PCC Maha president

By holding a meeting
with rice millers

And 5 outposts of
Bastar district



Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Dec 19: DEO BR
Baghel conducted surprise
inspection of HS School,
Boy's School and POTA
Cabin in Bedare and gave
necessary instructions to
the Principal Bedre, all
teachers and
Superintendent of
Ashram to ensure all nec-
essary arrangements for
studies of children. First
he held talks with the
teachers and then checked
the learning level of chil-
dren and gave guidance to
all children and teachers
to increase their learning
level.

Baghel informed that it
is education only which
can provide us better life
and therefore education is
must. Further speaking to
students appearing in
Board exams, he asked
them to remain stress-free
during exams and for this
he explained to them im-
portance of time-manage-
ment.

He cited that just like
food is good for body's

health, in the same way
doing physical exercise is
also equally important.
Bahgel also inquired
about problems being
faced by students and as-
sured them to fulfill the
same at the earliest.

DEO conducts surprise
inspection of Schools

Newly constructed water tank 
and children’s park in ruins

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 19:
Newly constructed water
tank and children's park is
in ruins, here in the region
due to the gross negli-
gence of the ward coun-
cilor and departmental
staff of the municipality.

Same way residents of
Ward No. 8 have been fac-
ing the problem of drink-
ing water for the past sev-
eral months and there is a
lot of indignation among
the residents of the ward
for ignoring the com-
plaints made by the ward
residents several times re-
garding the entertainment
of the children and the
drinking water problem
that has worsened.

According to the infor-
mation received, the water
tank and garden were con-
structed in 2020 in ward
number 8 Chirpani ward
keeping in mind the major
problems of the residents
of the ward. But the resi-

dents of the ward could
not use this water tank
built after spending lakhs
of rupees even for one

year and the water tank
and the garden are seen in
a completely dilapidated
condition.

Ward residents have
complained about these
major problems many
times to Ward Councilor
Alka Jai Sahare and
Municipal Officer, but till
now no solution has been
found. Meanwhile
Councilor Alka Jayesh
Sahare said that the taps
in the water tank and the
materials in the garden
have been damaged by
anti-social elements,and
the problem will be
changed and arranged as
soon as possible. The
problem will be solved by
inspecting the site - CMO
CMO Pramod Shukla

Grand Satnam Shobhayatra organized

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 19: Like
every year in Arang
Nagar, a huge procession
was organized in Arang
Nagar on Thursday in
honor of the 266th birth
anniversary of Saint
Shiromani Baba Guru
Ghasidas Satnami Samaj
Bhawan in Development
Block Arang.

The procession started
from the newly construct-
ed Minimata Bhawan

under the leadership of
seven saints and Dharma
Guru Khushwant Saheb
and in the presence of
Minister Dr. Shivkumar
Daharia and Shakun
Dahria.

The chief guest of the
program Dr. Shivkumar
Daharia addressed the so-
ciety and he appealed to
the society to serve their
home, family, society,
state and country by fol-
lowing the path told by
Baba Guru Ghasidas and

told the need to take the
society further towards
education. Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria also
inaugurated the newly
constructed Minimata
Bhavan at a cost of Rs.
1,00,000 and also an-
nounced bore mining for
boundary wall and drink-
ing water.

On this occasion promi-
nently Dr. Ghanshyam
Tandon, Dr. Vishnu
Bhardwaj, Kishan
Bhardwaj, Girdhar

Koshale, Durga Rai,
Azuram Vanshe, Sanjay
Chelak, Yashwat Tandon,
Pushpa Pintu Kurre,
Vikas Tandon, Hriday Lal
Jangde, Anil Sonwani,
Devraj Jangde , Bedram
Khunte, Ganesh Bandhe,
Kishan Bhardwaj,
Jhanak Awade,
Tikeshwar Gilhare and
thousands of women,
men, youth, children, eld-
ers and saints of the
Satnami community were
present.
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With increased green cover, Telangana forests
rolling out red carpet to tigers from Maha

Hyderabad, Dec 19 (PTI): 

With habitat improve-
ment works, increased
green cover and prey base,
forest areas of Telangana
bordering Maharashtra are
rolling out the red carpet to
tigers in recent times.

According to Telangana
Forest Department officials,
there are increased in-
stances of tigers moving
into the state in recent years
from Maharashtra even as
there has also been a rise in
the population of the big
cats in the state.

The officials cite, besides
better green cover and prey
bases, spillover population
of tigers from Tipeshwar
and Tadoba (reserves) in
Maharashtra among the
factors for migration of the
tigers into wildlife areas of
the state and Kagaznagar
Forest division in
Kumaram Bheem Asifabad
district in particular.

The officials further said
a few of them are also mak-
ing Telangana forests their
home.

The officials said they are
developing a lot of grass-
lands due to which herbi-
vore population is growing

and there has been an in-
crease in tiger and leopard
population also in the state.

A team of the National
Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), which
took up evaluation of the
Kawal Tiger Reserve (KTR)
and Amrabad Tiger Reserve
(ATR) in Telangana last
month had appreciated the
good work being taken up in
the KTR corridor area like
habitat improvement works
including development of
water sources and grass-
lands and said it gives an
impression that Telangana
state has laid a red carpet
for migrating Tigers from
Maharashtra, forest offi-
cials pointed out.

Kawal Tiger Reserve
(KTR) corridor in the state
has a notified way connect-
ing Kawal to other tiger re-
serves in Maharashtra.

“There has been a rise in
the number of tigers mov-
ing into the corridor area.
So this has a good forested
area and good prey base like
spotted deer and sambar
and other animals and is
suitable as a tiger habitat.
And then we have spillover
population of tigers from
Tipeshwar and Tadoba

where their population is
increasing and the excess
population is now slowly
moving towards
Kagaznagar in search of
territory,” a senior Forest
Department official told
PTI.

“We try to provide all
suitable habitats for the mi-
grating tigers like grass-
lands, water bodies, and
then prey animals and also
protection. We will try to
give as much support as
possible with the idea that
they should become resi-
dents here,” the official ex-
plained.

Around eight tigers are
moving in the corridor
area, which is slightly high
this year when compared to
previous years, the official
said adding they come and
some stay back and some
may tend to go back and
then they make an appear-
ance again.

“In the last five to six
years we have seen that the
tigresses have given birth in
our area,” he said. Now
movement of tigers is also
reported from new areas—
Eturnagaram, Kinnerasani,
Pakala and neighbouring
areas, the official said.

Punjab govt opens first sales 
centre for sand, gravel

Chandigarh, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The Punjab govern-
ment on Monday opened
its first sales centre in
Mohali for selling sand
and gravel to people at
government rates with
mines and geology min-
ister Harjot Singh Bains
saying that it is the AAP
government’s commit-
ment to make construc-
tion material available at
affordable rates.

Bains, in another deci-
sion, said his depart-
ment will impose a fine
of Rs 2 lakh if anyone
found carrying construc-
tion material which was
extracted illegally.

Addressing the media
on this occasion, Bains
pointed out that middle-
men who are into stor-
age of building material
and some transporters
were creating scarcity of
the construction materi-
al and selling it at Rs 60
to 80 per cubic feet.

“We have found a solu-
tion to it,” said the min-
ister while referring to
the opening of the gov-

ernment-owned sales
centre. “We have 2 lakh
metric tonne of supply
at this centre and people
can purchase at the gov-
ernment rates.

One can buy the con-
struction material at Rs
28 per cubic feet, he said.

However, he pointed
out that as the supply of
mining material increas-
es in future, the rate of
sand and gravel will be
supplied in the range of
Rs 15-16 per cubic feet.
He said with the opening
of this centre, the loot of
people at the rate of Rs
70 to 80 per cubic feet
will not take place.

“It is our endeavour
that such centres will be
opened in each district
in the state in coming
days,” said the minister.
Development authorities
in the state have been
asked to provide land for
opening of such centres
in the state.

The initiative will also
help in forcing those
who sell sand and gravel
at high rates to reduce
their prices, the minister

said.
The minister, mean-

while, claimed that 90
per cent of illegal min-
ing has been stopped in
Punjab.

He, though, said there
may be some stray inci-
dents in the night and in
which FIRs have been
lodged.

Bains said the depart-
ment has now decided
that a fine of Rs 2 lakh
will be imposed if any
truck carrying construc-
tion material which was
extracted illegally.

If the fine is not de-
posited within two
weeks, then the im-
pounded vehicle will be
auctioned to recover the
fine, he said.

He also slammed the
previous government
over the issue of illegal
sand mining, claiming
that lakhs of metric
tonne of sand was being
sold in an illegal manner.

Bains said, “the
Punjab and Haryana
High court banned min-
ing operations in the
state on November 10.”

But the minister did not
clarify the reason behind
the high court’s order.

However, the state gov-
ernment after arranging
sand and gravel from
outside of the state has
been daily supplying
90,000 MT of construc-
tion material in Punjab,
Bains added.

The AAP government
earlier had come under
fire from the Opposition
over the high rates of the
construction material in
the state.

The Punjab govern-
ment in August amended
the 2021 sand and gravel
mining policy to fix the
rates of sand at Rs 9 per
cubic feet and also the
maximum retail price of
gravel at Rs 20 per cubic
feet, excluding trans-
portation charges.

The illegal sand min-
ing was among key is-
sues in the 2022 state as-
sembly polls and the
Aam Aadmi Party tar-
geted the previous gov-
ernment over the issue
during the poll cam-
paign.

‘Upper primary attendance in

J’khand schools down to 58%’
Ranchi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Following the pandemic,
attendance of students in
Jharkhand schools
dropped to 58 per cent at
the upper primary level
and 68 per cent at the pri-
mary level, according to a
report prepared by econo-
mist Jean Dreze.

The report, prepared on
the basis of a survey con-
ducted in 138 state-run
schools across 16 districts
of the state, stated that 53
per cent of teachers admit-
ted that students have for-
gotten how to read and
write after the schools re-
opened following the pan-
demic.

“The survey showed
that underprivileged and
tribal children were left
abandoned by the
Education Department.
The schools were closed
for two years but nothing
was done for them. The on-
line education during the
period was just a joke as 87
per cent of students in
government schools had

no access to smart-
phones,” Dreze said.

Jharkhand Education
Project Council (JPEC) di-
rector Kiran Kumari Pasi
told PTI that the learning
abilities of students, and
attendance in schools have
declined after the pandem-
ic.

“I don’t want to com-
ment on the survey as I
haven’t seen it. But, it is a
fact that the learning abili-
ties of students and atten-
dance in schools have de-
clined after the pandemic.
We have taken various ini-
tiatives — from promoting
sports to recreation activi-
ties — to bring students
back to schools. The situa-
tion is improving now,”
she said.

JPEC is an autonomous
body set up by the
Jharkhand government
for universalisation of pri-
mary education. While

classes 1 to 5 form primary
level of education, classes
6 to 8 comprise upper-pri-
mary level.

The survey — ‘Gloom in
the Classroom: The
Schooling Crisis in
Jharkhand’ — conducted
by Bharat Gyan Vigyan
Samiti (Jharkhand) also
found an acute shortage of
teachers.

Only 20 per cent of
upper-primary schools
and 50 per cent of primary
schools have a teacher-stu-
dent ratio of less than 30,
as prescribed under the
Right to Education Act
(RTE), the report prepared
by the Belgian-born econo-
mist along with re-
searcher Paran Amitava
stated. Out of the 138
schools surveyed for the
report, 20 per cent had a
single teacher, it said.

At 55 per cent, para-
teachers accounted for the
majority of teachers at the
primary level in these
schools. At the upper-pri-
mary level, the figure was
37 per cent, it added.

1971 India-Pakistan War

Jodhpur/New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Bhairon Singh Rathore,
a BSF veteran of the 1971
India-Pakistan war whose
bravery at Rajasthan’s
Longewala post was por-
trayed by actor Suniel
Shetty in the Bollywood
movie ‘Border’, died in
Jodhpur on Monday.

He was 81.
“The braveheart took his

last breath at AIIMS,
Jodhpur, today. DG BSF
and all ranks condole the
passing of Naik (retd)
Bhairon Singh, Sena
Medal, the hero of the
Longewala battle during
the 1971 war. BSF salutes
his intrepid bravery,
courage and dedication to-
wards his duty,” the force
said in a tweet.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
expressed grief over his
death. “Naik (retd)
Bhairon Singh Ji will be re-
membered for his service
to our nation. He showed
great courage at a crucial

point in our nation’s histo-
ry. Saddened by his passing
away. My thoughts are with
his family in this hour of
sadness. Om Shanti,” Modi
tweeted. Shah, in his
Tweet, remembered his
meeting with the war hero
during his visit to
Jaisalmer in December last
year, saying the “tale of his
bravery will keep motivat-
ing the future genera-
tions.” Rathore’s son Sawai
Singh told PTI on Saturday
that his father was admit-
ted to the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) at
Jodhpur on December 14,
two days before the 51st an-

niversary of the war, after
his health deteriorated and
his limbs got affected in
what seemed like a paraly-
sis. “Doctors told us that
my father possibly suffered
a brain stroke. He was in
and out of ICU over the last
few days,” Singh said. The
Rathore family lives in
Solankiatala village, about
100 km from Jodhpur. A
BSF spokesperson said
Bhairon Singh Rathore’s
body has been taken to a
training centre of the force
in Jodhpur where a wreath
laying ceremony will be
held on Tuesday after
which the cremation will
be conducted in his village
with full military honours.

Rathore was deployed at
the Longewala post in the
Thar desert of Jaisalmer,
commanding a small BSF
unit of six to seven person-
nel that was accompanied
by a 120 men company of
the Army’s 23 Punjab regi-
ment. It was the bravery of
these men that decimated
an assaulting Pakistani
brigade and tank regiment

at this location on
December 5, 1971.

He received the Sena
Medal in 1972 for his gal-
lant action. Posted with the
14th BSF battalion during
the war, Bhairon Singh
Rathore retired from serv-
ice as a Naik in 1987. BSF
records about the
Longewala battle state,
“When one of the 23
Punjab boys was killed,
Lance Naik Bhairon Singh
took his light machine gun
and inflicted heavy casual-
ties on the advancing
enemy.” “It was only their
courage and determina-
tion to do or die that won
the day and Lance Naik
Bhairon Singh became a
great inspiration to his
other comrades on the
post,” official records state.
Actor Suniel Shetty, who
essayed Bhairon Singh
Rathore’s bravery in the
1997 movie ‘Border’, paid
tributes on Twitter. “Rest
in power Naik Bhairon
Singh Ji. Heartfelt condo-
lences to the family,” he
tweeted.

Admin proposes ‘Shukpa’ and
‘Tsersnon’ as state tree, flower

Leh/Jammu, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The Ladakh administra-
tion has proposed Bhoti
‘Shukpa’ and Bhoti
‘Tsersnon’ as the state tree
and state flower of the
union territory of Ladakh,
officials said. The pro-
posed state tree and state

flower for the union terri-
tory of Ladakh are placed
in the public domain for
suggestions and com-
ments from experts and
the general public by the
committee constituted for
the purpose, Chairperson
State tree and flower com-
mittee, Dr Padma Gurmet
said. After the detailed de-
liberations, the experts
suggested Juniperus poly-

carpos (Shukpa) as the
state tree and Meconopsis
aculeata (Tsersnon) as the
state flower of Ladakh, Dr
Gurmet said.

Before submitting the
final proposal for ap-
proval, the panel has
sought views and sugges-
tions of the general public
and experts before
January 7 next year,
Chairperson said.

Keralites celebrate
Argentina’s WC final win

Thiruvananthapuram/
Kochi, Dec 19 (PTI): The
streets of Kerala resem-
bled that of Argentina on
Sunday night when the
Latin American nation
lifted the football World
Cup in Qatar after a gap of
36 years.

Old and young, children
and women, soccer fans
were out screaming out of
joy, bursting firecrackers,
shouting the name of
Lionel Messi, blowing
trumpets and horns, cele-
brating Argentina’s win
by dancing on the streets.

Thousands of people
across Kerala celebrated
Argentina’s penalty
shootout win over France
in the 2022 FIFA World
Cup final on Sunday night.

The East Fort area and
Vanchiyoor in
Thiruvananthapuram, the
state capital, were literally
crowded at midnight with
fans wearing Argentina
jerseys celebrating the vic-
tory.

Various parts of Kochi
city also witnessed huge
celebrations with fire-
crackers, and trumpets
blowing when Messi lifted
the World Cup for
Argentina.

Television channels
showed the celebrations
on the streets of several

towns, cities and villages
of the southern state as
the South American team
defeated France in the
penalty shootout after 120
minutes of play resulted
in a 3-3 stalemate.

“Vamos,” fans, donning
the Argentina jersey, were
seen shouting as they
jumped up and down and
danced around with each
other unable to contain
their joy.

Some were too excited to
even answer reporters’
queries on how they were
feeling and just responded
with screams and incoher-
ent shouts.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, Leader
of Opposition V D

Satheesan, Assembly
Speaker M B Rajesh, vari-
ous state ministers, MLAs,
movie stars including
Mammootty and Mohanlal
shared their excitement
over Argentina’s triumph.

In a Facebook post,
Vijayan congratulated
Argentina for the World
Cup victory.

“Congratulations to
Argentina who won the
football World Cup. Lionel
Messi led Argentina to vic-
tory — the most precious
achievement of his ca-
reer,” he said.

He said unique expres-
sions of the beautiful
game of football were wit-
nessed throughout the
tournament.

Mammootty and
Mohanlal, the two big
stars of Malayalam movie
industry were at the
Lusail stadium in Qatar to
witness the title clash be-
tween Argentina and
France.

“What a Night !!! What a
Game !! Absolute
Goosebumps !! Thrilled to
have witnessed probably
one of the greatest ever
football match. Congrats
Argentina and Magical
messi on conquering the
world. Well Played
#France and Kylian
Mbappe,” Mammootty
posted on Facebook.

Mohanlal, who also
posted a picture of himself
at the stadium, said it was
a glorious final in which
two worthy opponents
played their hearts out
and gave millions of foot-
ball fans a “nerve-wrack-
ing match”.

“ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
Argentina on a hard won
victory. 36 years of toil and
the cup is once again
yours. Leo Messi has kept
his date with destiny and
will bow out in glory. A glo-
rious last dance...Kudos to
Kylian Mbappe and the
French team for being
such worthy opponents
and for the great fight they
put up till the end.

ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE

Police personnel during an anti-encroachment drive, at Batadrava in Nagaon, Monday. 

BRIEF

Injured   
 Ballia: Four persons,

including three of a
family, have been seri-
ously injured after an
uncontrolled police
vehicle smashed into
their home in UP, po-
lice said. The incident
took place in
Singhanchvar village
under the Garhwar
police station area, po-
lice said on Monday.
According to the po-
lice, the ill-fated police
vehicle was from the
Phephana police sta-
tion.

Mishap
 Aligarh: Five people

were killed and 33 oth-
ers injured in separate
accidents here on
Monday morning due
to dense fog, police
said. In Auraiya dis-
trict, three people
were killed and nine
others were injured
when a bus going to
Lucknow from
Dehardun rammed
into a truck from be-
hind on the Lucknow-
Agra Expressway,
they said. The de-
ceased have been iden-
tified as Mahesh
Chandra, Neeraj
Kumar and Aman
Kumar, they said.

Greet
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Monday greeted the
people of Goa on the
occasion of its
Liberation Day. She
called upon Goans to
uphold the spirit of
liberation through
democratic rights
earned by the sacri-
fice of those who
fought for independ-
ence from Portuguese
rule.

Drama
 Belagavi: Calling ‘BJP’s

Hinduism a drama,’
Karnataka Congress
unit president D K
Shivakumar on Monday
asserted that the
Hinduism practised by
him and others in the
party was better than
that practised by the rul-
ing party. The KPCC
chief, however, said what
Congress propagates is
the Constitution.

Attacked
 Thane: A ticket

checker of the Central
Railway was attacked
and injured by a pas-
senger at a railway
station in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district on Monday, po-
lice said. The incident
took place at Ambivali
railway station in
Kalyan taluka around
9 am, an official said.

Stay
 Chennai: The Madras

High Court on
Monday stayed a re-
cent order of the TN
State SC/ST
Commission that im-
posed a fine of Rs 500
on the Superintendent
of Police (SP) attached
to Tirunelveli, and is-
sued a bailable war-
rant to arrest and pro-
duce him before the
Commission on
December 28.

Samajwadi Party
President Akhilesh Yadav
arrives at District Jail to
meet party MLA Irfan
Solanki, in Kanpur,
Monday.

Fans of Argentina’s football team celebrate the team’s 
victory in their final football match against France in the
FIFA World Cup 2022, in Kochi, Sunday night.

 Of Ladakh

Hero of Longewala passes away in Jodhpur
Post-Pandemic

Disaster



FASHION SHOW

Models present creations of Shakeel’s by Zeeshan Danish during a fashion show of Bridal Couture Week, in Lahore,
Pakistan, Monday.
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Johannesburg, Dec 19 (PTI): 

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa was re-
elected as President of the
ruling African National
Congress in a party leader-
ship contest here on
Monday, days after he es-
caped impeachment pro-
ceedings over an alleged
money laundering scan-
dal. Ramaphosa, 70, beat
his rival, former Health
Minister Zweli Mkhize, by
garnering a majority of
the votes cast by thou-
sands of delegates from
the African National
Congress (ANC) branches
across the country who
had gathered at the Nasrec
Centre in Johannesburg
since Friday.

Mkhize had been re-
moved from his position as
minister after it was al-
leged that he played a role
in a multi-million-rand
fraud committed by his as-
sociates during the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Ramaphosa, who was

widely tipped to secure re-
election for a second five-
year term, won despite a
sword hanging over his
head over alleged flouting
of his constitutional obli-
gations and currency laws.

His campaign was
dogged by the Farmgate
scandal that broke in
June, involving large sums
of foreign currency found
hidden at his private game
farm. Ramaphosa has de-
nied wrongdoing and has
not been charged with any
scandal-related crimes.

Several authorities are
still investigating the
issue, while Ramaphosa
told a Parliamentary in-

vestigation that it was
money from a foreign
buyer who paid for the
rare animals bred at the
farm. The alleged buyer
could not be traced.

A close ally of
Ramaphosa, Paul
Mashatile, was elected
Deputy President at the
party’s 55th National
Conference.

The election was de-
layed by almost two days
amid frequent disruptions
at the Congress, including
rowdy delegates disrupt-
ing the opening address by
Ramaphosa, especially
when former present
Jacob Zuma walked in
late. Senior official Gwede
Mantashe on TV called for
security to address the sit-
uation. Although the elec-
tion process was closed to
the media, insiders said
there was heated debate
amid allegations of money
changing hands to secure
votes by delegates.

The announcement of
the results brought an end
to media speculation that
Mkhize had taken the lead
in the race.

South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa re-elected 

London, Dec 19 (PTI): 

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak used a
European summit in the
Latvian capital of Riga to
reaffirm the UK’s support
for Ukraine in its ongoing
conflict with Russia and
announced a fresh defen-
sive aid package for the
new year as part of a GBP
250-million contract.

Addressing the meeting
of the Joint Expeditionary
Force (JEF), which brings
together 10 like-minded
nations to prevent conflict
in the Nordic and Baltic
region, Sunak called on
the regional leaders to
sustain or exceed 2022 lev-
els of support for Ukraine
in 2023 through ongoing
military aid, economic re-
silience and political back-
ing.

The JEF meeting,
which brought together
the UK, Denmark,
Finland, Estonia, Iceland,
Latvia, Lithuania, the
Netherlands, Sweden and
Norway, was also ad-
dressed by Ukraine

President Volodymyr
Zelenksyy.

“From the Arctic Circle
to the Isle of Wight, the
UK and our European al-
lies have been in lockstep
in our response to the in-
vasion of Ukraine, and we
remain steadfast in our
ambition for peace in
Europe once again,” said
Sunak.

“But to achieve peace,
we must deter aggression
and our deployments
across the region together
are vital in ensuring we
are able to respond to the
gravest of threats. I know

this Joint Expeditionary
Force summit will only
underline our close friend-
ships and unwavering
support for Ukraine,” he
said.

The British Indian
leader’s call came as the
UK announced that it will
supply “hundreds of thou-
sands of rounds of ar-
tillery ammunition” next
year, under a GBP 250-mil-
lion contract that will en-
sure a constant flow of
critical artillery ammuni-
tion to Ukraine through-
out 2023.

The UK claims to be

Europe’s leading provider
of defensive aid to
Ukraine, including send-
ing Multiple Launch
Rocket Systems and re-
cently, 125 anti-aircraft
guns. It has also provided
more than 100,000 rounds
of ammunition since
February, with the deliver-
ies being directly linked to
successful operations to
retake territory in
Ukraine.

“For our part in the
United Kingdom, we have
pledged to match or ex-
ceed the GBP 2.3bn in aid
that we provided this year,
next year, and I would
very much hope and en-
courage others around the
table to do whatever they
can to continue the strong
support,” added Sunak.

At the summit, the lead-
ers are said to have dis-
cussed the defensive capa-
bilities needed by
Ukrainian forces, includ-
ing further air defence.
Also on the agenda were
plans to accelerate cooper-
ation among JEF nations,
bolster intelligence shar-
ing, strengthen defences
to hybrid threats and pro-
tect critical national infra-

structure.
As part of that in-

creased collaboration, the
allies also discussed sup-
port to Finland and
Sweden ahead of their ac-
cession to the North
Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO), and
scaling up joint exercises
to further strengthen the
JEF alliance.

Following the JEF sum-
mit, Sunak is scheduled to
meet the newly-reappoint-
ed Latvian Prime
Minister Kri janis Karin
for a bilateral, underscor-
ing the close partnership
between the two coun-
tries, before travelling on
to Estonia, where he will
meet UK and NATO
troops serving on NATO’s
eastern flank.

In Estonia, Sunak is
scheduled to sign a new
tech partnership with
Prime Minister Kaja
Kallas. Downing Street
said the joint partnership
is set to harness the
shared expertise between
the two countries, helping
both the UK and Estonia
bolster technology ties
and support new digital
infrastructure.

UK PM reaffirms UK defensive support to Ukraine

Honolulu, Dec 19 (AP): 

A flight from Phoenix to
Honolulu carrying many
people traveling for the
holidays encountered se-
vere turbulence shortly
before landing, sending
some unrestrained people
and objects flying about
the cabin and seriously in-
juring 11 people, officials
and passengers said.

In all, 36 people received
medical treatment follow-
ing Sunday’s turbulent
Hawaiian Airlines flight
for bumps, bruises, cuts
and nausea, said Jim
Ireland, director of
Honolulu Emergency
Medical Services. Twenty
people were taken to hos-
pitals, including 11 in seri-
ous condition.

“We are also very happy,
and we feel fortunate that
there were not any deaths
or other critical injuries.
And we’re also very hope-
ful that all will recover and
make a full recovery,”
Ireland said.

The full flight had near-

ly 300 people aboard and
carried many passengers
traveling to Hawaii for the
holidays, like Jacie Hayata
Ano, who was heading
home.

“It was just rocky,” she
told KHON-TV. “And then,
it quickly just escalated to
the point where we’re
shaking so much that we
were pretty much like
floating off of our chairs.”

Hawaiian Airlines Chief
Operating Officer Jon
Snook said such turbu-
lence is isolated and un-
usual, noting that the air-
line hadn’t experienced
anything like it in recent
history. Three flight atten-
dants were among the in-
jured, he said.

Passenger Kaylee Reyes
told Hawaii News Now
that her mother had just
sat down when the turbu-
lence hit and had not had a
chance to buckle her safe-
ty belt.

“She flew up and hit the
ceiling,” Reyes said.

Jazmin Bitanga, who
was also traveling home
for the holidays, said there
were two drops in altitude,
including one that was so

strong it sent her
boyfriend’s water bottle
into the plane’s ceiling.

“I turned around and
there was a couple of peo-
ple bleeding and just brac-
ing themselves,” she told
Hawaii News Now. “Just
all around me, there were
people crying.”

There was some inter-
nal damage to the aircraft
during the turbulence,
Snook said. The fasten-
seat belts sign was on at
the time, though some of
those injured weren’t
wearing them, he said.

Thomas Vaughan, a me-
teorologist with the
National Weather Service
in Honolulu, said there
had been a weather advi-
sory for thunderstorms
that included Oahu and
areas that would have in-
cluded the flight path at
the time of the turbu-
lence.

The airline was aware of
the weather forecast and
the unstable air and
weather conditions, but
had no warning that the
particular patch of air
where the turbulence oc-
curred “was in any way

dangerous,” Snook said.
He didn’t know how

much altitude the plane
lost during the turbulence,
saying that would be part
of an investigation involv-
ing the National
Transportation Safety
Board. The plane’s flight
data recorder would pro-
vide those details, he said.

The investigation would
also address precisely
what the passengers and
crew were doing at the
time, he said.

The Airbus A330-200
began its descent immedi-
ately after the turbulence,
and the crew declared an
emergency because of the
number of injuries on
board, he said. Air traffic
controllers gave the flight
priority to land.

The aircraft will under-
go an thorough inspection
and maintenance, mostly
to fix components in the
cabin, Snook said.

Snook said he could
only speculate whether
some passengers hit their
heads, but that was likely
based on the injuries and
the damage to cabin 
paneling.

Dozens hurt in turbulent
Hawaii flight

Islamabad, Dec 19 (AP): 

The death toll from a
fuel tanker explosion in
a tunnel north of the
Afghan capital, Kabul,
rose to 31 on Monday, a
Taliban government
spokesman said as more
bodies were pulled out
from the site and res-
cuers continued to
search for survivors.

The cause of the blast
on Saturday evening in
Salang Tunnel, around
130 kilometers (80 miles)

from Kabul, remained
unclear.

The tunnel, originally
built in the 1960s to as-
sist the Soviet invasion,
is a key link between
north and south
Afghanistan.

Initially, at least 19
people were reported
killed. A Health
Ministry spokesman,
Sharafat Zaman
Amarkhail, said the
number of fatalities
climbed to 31 and that
37 people were injured.

Former Afghan
President Hamid Karzai
expressed his condo-
lences over the blast,
saying he received news
about the dead and in-
jured in the explosion in
Parwan province with

“great sadness.”
“I offer my deepest

condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims of
this tragic incident and
pray for the quick recov-
ery of the injured,” he
tweeted.

Death toll in Afghan fuel tanker explosion rises to 31

Kyiv, Dec 19 (AP): 

Multiple explosive
drones attacked Ukraine’s
capital before dawn
Monday, local authorities
reported, as Russian
President Vladimir Putin
prepared to visit ally
Belarus, which provided
the Kremlin’s forces with a
launch pad for Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine almost
10 months ago.

The drone attack came
three days after what
Ukrainian officials de-
scribed as one of Russia’s
biggest assaults on Kyiv
since the war started and
as Moscow presses on with
its effort to torment
Ukraine from the air amid
a broad battlefield stale-
mate.

Russia launched 23 self-
exploding drones over
Kyiv while the city slept,
but Ukrainian forces shot
down 18 of them, the Kyiv
city administration said
on Telegram.

No major casualties
were reported from the at-
tack, although the
Ukrainian president’s of-
fice said the war killed at
least three civilians and
wounded 11 elsewhere in
the country between

Sunday and Monday.
The drone barrage

caused emergency power
outages in 11 central and
eastern regions of the
country, including the cap-
ital region, authorities
said.

Monday was St.
Nicholas Day, an occasion
that marks the start of the
Christmas holidays in
Ukraine and is when chil-
dren typically receive
their first gifts hidden
under pillows.

“This is how Russians
congratulated our chil-
dren on the holiday,”
Serhii Kruk, the head of
Ukraine’s State
Emergency Service,
wrote on Telegram, at-
taching photos of fire-
fighters barely distin-
guished amid the flames
of an infrastructure fa-
cility that got hit.

“In the night when
everyone is waiting for a
miracle, the terrorist
country continues to ter-
rorise the peaceful
Ukrainian people,”
Ukraine’s human rights
chief, Dmytro Lubinets,
said.

Bits of wreckage from
the downed drones dam-
aged a road in the central

Solomianskyi district and
broke windows in a multi-
story building in the
Shevchenkyvskyi district
of Kyiv, city officials said.

One drone struck the
home of Olha and Ivan
Kobzarenko, ages 84 and
83, in the outskirts of the
capital. Ivan sustained a
head injury.

Their garage was com-
pletely destroyed and their
dog, Malysh, was killed.
Olha, speaking in her bed-
room where shattered
glass and blood covered
the floor, said the blast
flung the front gate into
the couple’s house.

“I know that I am not

alone,” Olha said.
“Everyone is suffering.
Everyone.”

Nina Sobol, a 59-year-old
clerk working at one of the
city’s power companies,
was on her way to work
when the strikes hap-
pened. Like many of her
colleagues, she waited out-
side while emergency
services inspected dam-
age. “I feel really anx-
ious,” she said. “Anxious
because you never know
at which moment there
will be an incoming mis-
sile.” Authorities said a
critical infrastructure
point was also hit, with-
out giving more details.

Nighttime drone attack hits Kyiv
as Putin heads to Belarus

 11 seriously

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaks, during the
Joint Expeditionary Force (JEF) meeting in Riga, Latvia,
Monday. 

 For new year

 As ANC leader

T he National Crime
Records Bureau's

Accidental Deaths and
Suicides in India report show
that the number of student
deaths by suicide increased by
4.5 percent, with Maharashtra
reporting the highest number
of deaths, followed by Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
According to the report, for
the last five years, the cases of
suicide among students are
increasing continuously. The
unemployment rate is very
high among the reasons be-
hind the increasing cases of
suicide among students. In
Sikkim, about 27% of the
state's suicides were related to
unemployment and were
found to be most common
among those aged 21 to 30.

Juxtaposing academic excel-
lence with the pressure of
marks, studies and perform-
ance are important factors in
student suicides in India from
exam-oriented education.

What is it that makes stu-
dents so prone to suicide? A
simple interview with any
student preparing for any
competitive exam in India, be
it JEE, NEET, or CLAT, will
reveal that the major source of
mental distress among stu-
dents is the intolerable
amount of pressure that al-
most every student faces. in-
serted by one. During those
few years that we students set
aside to prepare for a competi-
tive exam, every teacher,
every relative, and every aunt
or uncle reiterates the impor-

tance of studying hard and
getting admission to a good
college. While spontaneous in-
quiries about what the stu-
dent aspires to do after gradu-
ating from school, or where
his or her interests lie, are
greatly appreciated and even
spurred on by us, especially
some parents, The constant
arguing with the coaches at
the hands of many relatives
and most of the coaching
classes have a detrimental ef-
fect on our mental health.

This raises the question as
to what can be done to reduce
the pressure on the minds of
the students. The answer to
this question is not that com-
plicated and is right in front of
our eyes. The first step needs
to be taken to curb the com-
mercialization of entrance ex-
aminations. The highly com-
plex nature of all these exams
(not all) inevitably means that
to crack them, parents have to
fulfill their dream of getting
their kids admitted to presti-
gious coaching centers, mak-
ing it difficult for the student
in more ways than one. The
problem gets compounded as
he is now under increased
pressure to clear the exam to
repay the money spent by the
parents on coaching and he
also has to face the additional
pressures of the coaching in-
stitute.

Until and unless this sicken-
ing system is eradicated from
the examination culture of
the country, no visible change
will be seen in terms of curb-
ing the rate of suicide among
students. The government
should take cognizance of this
issue if we think that “Today's
children are tomorrow's fu-
ture”. Forced career choices
make many students succumb
to the immense amount of
pressure, especially from
their families and teachers in

terms of career options and
studies. Lack of support from
educational institutions ill-
equipped to deal with mental
health issues of children and
adolescents and lack of cen-
ters and trained human re-
sources for guidance and
counseling. Preparatory
courses and tertiary The exor-
bitant cost of education acts
as a burden on the students
and puts tremendous pres-
sure on them.

The 'Happiness
Curriculum' launched by the
Delhi government focuses on
holistic education by includ-
ing meditation, value educa-
tion, and mental exercises in
the traditional education cur-
riculum. It should be adopted
by other states as well. It is im-
portant to reform the exam-
centered education system in
India. The curriculum should
be designed in such a way that
it emphasizes the importance
of mental exercise and medi-
tation. To reduce the risk fac-
tors of suicide, teachers
should be trained as gatekeep-
ers and innovative methods of
examination should be adopt-
ed. Students need to be appre-
ciated and it is important to
change how Indian society
looks at education. It should
be a celebration of efforts and
not marks. Effective counsel-
ing centers should be set up in
all the schools/ colleges/
coaching centers to address
the anxiety, depression, and
other mental health issues of
the students. There is a need
to learn from the failures of
the past and take immediate
steps involving all stakehold-
ers including students, par-
ents, teachers, institutions,
and policymakers to address
the growing menace.

(Writer is Research Scholar
in Political Science
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WORLD IS ONE FAMILY
Apart from the enjoy-

ment of witnessing per-
haps the most competitive
final in the history of the
World Cup with the fate of
the teams resembling a see-
saw and ultimate success of
Lionel Messi in laying
hands upon the much-cov-
eted trophy ; Kylian
Mbappe and France still
stand out despite finishing
second-best. First, when
most countries of the world
discriminate against it's
minorities and "Outsiders"
in terms of race religion or
colour ; the gallant-hearted
French team is liberal
enough to include 92% of
its members from the mi-
grant communities.
Second, despite getting out-
played till 80th minute of
the game and trailing 0-2,
the epic comeback by the
French transmit an inspir-
ing message of life that one
should not lose hope de-
spite initial setbacks with a
turn-around guaranteed if
the adversities get tackled
with tenacity and persever-
ance. Third, Mbappe is
surely a great player pos-
sessed of impeccable skills;
but as a human being, he
resides at a much higher
pedestal! Be it scoring a
rarest of rare hattrick in a
World Cup final or ulti-
mately finding himself in
the losing side despite win
knocking at the door;
Mbappe remains in his
usual calm composed hum-
ble philosophical avatar.
May we draw inspiration
from the saint-like person-
ality of Mbappe(complet-
ing just 24 years of life in
20th December) and negoti-
ate the crests and troughs of
life with such a piece of de-
tachment. May this all-
embracing cosmopolitan
humanity-personified
French/"Les Bleus" spirit
of "WORLD IS ONE FAMI-
LY" enjoy the last laugh in
every sector of the global
society by eradicating all
norms of hatred and intol-
erance.
Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

Unfair to others
Rewarding non-perform-

ers has presented a real pic-
ture about the non-perform-
ance and corrupt practices
of unscrupulous employ-
ees. This is happening de-
spite politicians’ tall claims
of eradication of corrup-
tion. The main aim of par-
ties is to win elections by
making even impractical
promises which may jeop-
ardise the economy.
Eminent economists have
opposed the OPS as being
economically unviable, but
vote-hungry politicians are
ignoring this hard fact. In
Himachal, where most of
the funds are spent on pay-
ing salaries and pensions of
employees, obviously, the
rest of the population has
to fend for itself.

Deepak, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Goa CM Pramod Sawant inspects a Guard of Honour during the celebrations of Goa Liberation Day, at Taleigao in Panaji, Monday.

GUARD OF HONOUR

W ith loosing the Himachal Pradesh assembly
elections BJP is compelled to clear its stand

on OPS otherwise the party will meet the same fate
next year in the coming assembly elections in nine
states including the state of Karnataka where Rahul
Gandhi devoted sufficient time during his long
march and also Cong president Mallikarjun khadge
belong to that state.Due to Mallikarjun khadge Cong
will try it's best to capture the power on the issue of
OPS and BJP can not afford to loose the Karnataka
and if it happens the downfall of BJP will start in
other states where the elections are to be held im-
mediately after Whenever a major change is re-
quired in the country there is lack of discussion with-
in the BJP party which is apparent clear from the fol-
lowing. During the NDA 1 ordinance was issued twice
on land acquisition but in the parliament party failed
to explain that what will be fate of rental holder
farmers who plough the land of others on rent be-
cause this payment for the land to be acquired will
be made to owner of land.If for a such a minor expla-
nation there is no reply with a party what else can be
said about the wide discussion within the
party.Country had seen how miserably issue of farm-
ers was handled by the party and ultimately re-
pealed the three agriculture bills when about 800
farmers lost their lives during agitation.
Demonetisation was not implemented properly and
many persons died while withdrawing the money
from the banks.No one is happy in which way issue
of collegium is being handled presently and the
countrymen are unhappy over this matter. In a an-
swer to a question whether old pension scheme is
being implemented by central government the gov-
ernment had explained that there is no such propos-
al to introduce old pension scheme . The old pension
scheme assures life long income, post retirement
and employees get a pension under a pre deter-
mined formula which is equivalent to 50 percent of
the last drawn salary and also get the benefit of the
revision of Dearness Relief twice a year and also pro-
vision of general provident fund.and the accomolat-
ed PF is paid at the time of retirement and moreover
the government bears the expenditure incurred on
the pension.In the OPS the pension liability remained
unfunded-that is, there was no corpus for pension
which would grow continuously and the government
of India budget provided for pension every year. In
the last we expect that issue be taken seriously and
be solved in a sensitive way without harming the
economy of the country.

Until and unless this sickening system is eradicated
from the examination culture of the country, no visi-
ble change will be seen in terms of curbing the rate of
suicide among students. The government should take
cognizance of this issue if we think that “Today's
children are tomorrow's future”. Forced career choic-
es make many students succumb to the immense
amount of pressure, especially from their families
and teachers in terms of career options and studies.
Lack of support from educational institutions ill-
equipped to deal with mental health issues of chil-
dren and adolescents and lack of centers and trained
human resources for guidance and counseling.
Preparatory courses and tertiary The exorbitant cost
of education acts as a burden on the students and
puts tremendous pressure on them.

Vijaykumar H K

W
ater is widely recognised as a vital resource
for humans. It is a resource that must be pre-

served for future generations, and recycling grey
water is the best way to do so.Grey water is waste-
water from domestic bathrooms, laundries, and
kitchen outlets. Grey water is commonly contami-
nated with a variety of insoluble and soluble sub-
stances, including detergent, dirt, lint, human hair,
saliva, skin, and other impurities. Whether the con-
taminant is organic or inorganic, particulate or mi-
crobial, surfactant or detergent, appropriate grey
water recycling systems can assist in achieving the
desired water quality.According to statistics, in our
country grey water contributes between 30 and 50
percent of the wastewater discharged to the sewer.
As a result, one can significantly reduce the load on
the infrastructure by recycling it.Grey water filtration
systems can be installed in every household and
commercial establishment to reduce the strain on
public sewerage systems. It improves municipal sys-
tem efficiency and public health also.The amount of
water that was previously used can be cut in half by
using a grey water recycling system.Advantages of
Grey water are many to mention few: Incorporating
a grey water recycling system will cut water bill in
half.A grey water recycling system uses thermal en-
ergy to warm new cold water that is approaching.
This means that its use reduces the amount of ener-
gy used by up to 50% to 60%.Depending on where
one lives, untreated sewage entering conduits can
be avoided by using a grey water recycling system. A
few urban communities are working hard to meet
the sewage system's demands. As a result, untreat-
ed wastewater has been observed to settle in areas
where it is not required.More Conscious Water
Consumption Changes and advancements made by
utilising a grey water system can benefit both
human beings and the environment. Recycled grey
water contains supplements that are supposed to
help your plants grow. So, in order to water these
plants, make use of recycled grey water.Greywater
treatment plants can help to protect aquatic systems
while also reducing human reliance on traditional
water sources.Therefore state and central govern-
ment should create awareness of the benefits of
grey water reuse, so that everyone especially in
urban areas inclined toward incorporating a grey
water recycling system into their homes.

Awareness on Grey 
water reuse needed

Old pension 
scheme-A game 

changer phenomenon

Increasing cases of suicide among students
preparing for competitive exams

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

E very one is aware that
“Smoking” has been criti-

cized as the most lethal weapon of
self murder. According to the
Tobacco Products Act, 2004, direct
and indirect advertising of all to-
bacco products and its sale to mi-
nors is banned. Addiction to nico-
tine makes it hard to quit. The in-
creasing incidence of heart attack
in India, fast spreading among
younger generation has been
largely on account of smoking
habits. The problem of Smoking in
India is widespread but no studies
have been done to estimate what
percentage of the population are
smokers.  

Roadside paan shops bountifully
stocked with cigarettes feed smok-
ers continuing to exhale smoke
from cigarettes. It is a fact that
smoking is a hard habit to break be-
cause tobacco contains nicotine,
which is highly addictive. Smoking
harms not just the smoker, but also
family members, coworkers, and
others who breathe the smoker's
cigarette smoke, called secondhand
smoke or passive smoke. In fact,

statistics tell us that approximately
70 out of 100 people who smoke
want to stop but go on puffing, day
in and day out, seemingly power-
less to quit. Research has shown
that non-smokers who reside with a
smoker have a 24% increase in risk
for developing lung cancer when
compared with other non-smok-
ers.Owners of sales outlets must
display boards with the warnings
like "tobacco causes cancer”, "to-
bacco kills"& “sale to minors is a
punishable offence". 

Sometimes it happens that notifi-
cation prohibiting selling tobacco
products to minors has no effect as
the teenagers continue to buy to-
bacco/cigarettes on the pretext that
they are buying it on behalf of their
elders. Smoking also provides other
side benefits which are real. Let us
remember that staying smoke free
helps more of everything — more
energy, better performance, better
looks, more money in your pocket,
and, in the long run, more life to
live. In India there is little cam-
paigning save the statutory warn-
ings printed in small print on ciga-
rette cartons and advertisements.
Graphic health warnings using a

mixture of pictures and words are
part and parcel of every country’s
policy on cigarette marketing. The
40 per cent warning on one side
proved ineffective as vendors dis-
played the packaging on the other
side, so that consumers would not
see the warnings.  

Cigarette manufacturers share
the kitty with vested interest,
hence their interest is well protect-
ed with simple modifications to fool
the general public. It is agreed that
the bigger warning can create an
impact when a smoker buys a ciga-
rette pack. But how do we resolve
the issue when smokers buy one or
two cigarettes and the packet is
being opened by the shop owner
who sells cigarettes for business. It
is the youth who are the most vul-
nerable group as far as the con-
sumption of tobacco is concerned.
Most of them begin smoking as a
fad and even as a rite of passage.
According to The Cigarette
Package Health Warnings:
International Status Report  2014
India has slipped to 136th position
in the list of 198 countries that warn
smokers about the hazards of
smoking through graphic pictures

on cigarette packages. Can’t we im-
plement the ban on the companies
manufacturing these tobacco prod-
ucts of intoxication. 

One would find (particularly
smokers) like all laws in India, noth-
ing will be implemented. Indians
just do not have the psyche to obey
laws. They believe that rules are
meant to be broken. Smokers are
unmindful of the consequences of
passive smoking. Over time, the
habit of smoking weaves its way
through all of the activities in our
lives, and we come to think we
can't be happy or productive with-
out cigarettes. Various provisions
that we implement time and again
clearly states that People can
smoke on roads or in their homes
but not in any other place. More
deaths are caused each year by to-
bacco use than by all deaths from
AIDS, illegal drug use, alcohol use,
motor vehicle injuries, suicides, and
murders combined.

It smells something else totally
against enforcing the rule strongly
across the country as law enacted
smoking is banned only for outside
propaganda. Here, the Govt. is
happy that it has a law, police is

happy that it can earn more money,
the cigarette companies are happy
that they don’t have to bother, the
finance ministry is happy as there
is no affect on taxes and the health
minister is happy that he could do
atleast one thing in his tenure - so
what matters if it is not implement-
ed. It is reported that a cigarette
smoker shortens his life by about
5.5 minutes for each cigarette
smoked, almost the time he spends
for smoking it. 

The increasing incidence of
heart attack in India, fast spread-
ing among younger generation has
been largely on account of smok-
ing habits. Nearly 30 million people
in the country are estimated to be
victims of heart diseases. No
doubt, the Government has come
out with good points to deal with
the matter but  at the same time
taxes on tobacco products should
go up to help smokers give up.
Such methods will be long lasting.
Under such circumstances, it clear-
ly shows that the anti- smoking Act
will go up in smoke. But I feel that
People must wake up to the danger
of smoke to themselves and pas-
sive smokers before it is too late.

Giving up smoking is the easiest thing in the world

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.
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BRIEF

Heavy 
investments 

Srinagar: PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti
on Monday said the
claim made by the
government about
heavy investment flow
into Jammu and
Kashmir after the ab-
rogation of Article 370
is a “lie”. “Despite
GOIs tall claims of
heavy investment flow
into J&K post abroga-
tion of Article 370, the
figures presented by
them in the
Parliament prove oth-
erwise. 840 crores in
2017-18 vis-a-vis 376
crores in 2021-22. A lie
has no legs,”
Mehbooba Mufti
tweeted. The former
chief minister was re-
acting to the govern-
ment’s figures on
year-wise investments
in Jammu and
Kashmir for the past
five years.

Acquisition
New Delhi: Wipro
Consumer Care on
Monday announced
its entry into the pack-
aged food and spice
segment by acquiring
Nirapara, one of the
largest-selling tradi-
tional food brands in
Kerala. The deal size
was not disclosed by
the company. The
Wipro group arm has
signed a definitive
agreement with
Nirapara, a company
statement said. With
this acquisition,
Wipro Consumer Care
joins FMCG firms
such as Dabur,
Emami, Tata
Consumer Products
Ltd and ITC, which
are already present in
the spices market.
Launched in 1976,
Nirapara is known for
its blended spices. The
brand leads in produc-
ing a large variety of
spice mixes, and rice
powder used in mak-
ing ‘appam’, ‘idiyap-
pam’, etc.

Telecom bills

New Delhi:The gov-
ernment is expecting to
get Digital Personal
Data Protection Bill and
Telecommunication
Bill passed in Monsoon
session of Parliament,
Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said
on Monday.While
speaking at Google For
India event, the IT and
telecom minister said
another bill on Digital
India Act will be also
floated in a month for
public consultation.

Sugar output 
New Delhi: Sugar
production has in-
creased 5 per cent to
82.1 lakh tonnes be-
tween October 1 and
December 15 period of
this marketing year,
while mills have con-
tracted to export 45-50
lakh tonnes of sweet-
ener, industry body
ISMA said on
Monday. Sugar mar-
keting year runs from
October to September.
The production of
sugar stood at 77.9
lakh tonnes in the
corresponding period
of the 2021-22 
marketing year.

JEWELLERY EXHIBITION

Actress Ananya Nagalla at a jewellery exhibition, in
Hyderabad, Monday, Dec. 19.

New Delhi, Dec 19:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said note in circu-
lation (NiC) has witnessed
an annual growth of 7.98
per cent to Rs 31.92 lakh
crore as of December 2,
2022. The demand for cur-
rency depends upon sever-
al macroeconomic factors,
including economic
growth and level of inter-
est rates, she said in a
reply to the Lok Sabha.
The quantum of cash or
banknotes in the economy
depends on the require-
ment for meeting the de-
mand for banknotes due to
GDP growth, inflation, re-
placement of soiled ban-
knotes and growth in non-
cash modes of payment.
She stressed that the mis-
sion of the government is
to move towards a less
cash economy to reduce
the generation and circu-
lation of black money and
to promote the digital
economy. Both the govern-
ment and RBI have taken
measures to promote a less
cash economy and encour-

age digital payment, she
said. With regard to
‘Rationalisation of
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) for Debit Card
Transactions’, she said the
RBI has advised banks to
ensure that merchants on-
boarded by them do not
pass on MDR charges to
customers while accepting
payments through debit
cards. The Department of
Revenue advised banks to
immediately refund
charges collected, if any,
on or after January 1, 2020,
on transactions carried
out using the electronic
modes prescribed under
section 269SU of the Act
and not to impose charges
on any future transactions
through the prescribed
modes, the minister noted.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary in a reply to
the House said crypto as-
sets are by definition bor-
derless and require inter-
national collaboration to
prevent regulatory arbi-
trage. “Therefore, any leg-
islation on the subject can
be effective only with sig-
nificant international col-
laboration on evaluation
of the risks and benefits
and evolution of common
taxonomy and standards,”
he said. Currently, he said,
policy related to crypto as-
sets and related ecosystem
is with the Ministry of
Finance. Replying to an-
other question,
Chaudhary said, there are
four stock exchanges hav-
ing commodity derivatives
segment viz, Multi
Commodity Exchange of
India Limited (MCX),
National Commodity &
Derivatives Exchange
Limited (NCDEX),
Bombay Stock Exchange
Limited (BSE) and
National Stock Exchange
of India Limited (NSE) at
present.

Note in circulation rise 8 pc
annually to Rs 32 lakh crore: FM

New Delhi, Dec 19: 

India’s coal production
will touch one billion
tonnes in the next finan-
cial year from 900 million
tonnes this fiscal ending
March, as the country
gears up to stop the import
of thermal coal by 2024-25,
Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi informed
Parliament on Monday.
Replying to queries in the
Rajya Sabha during the
Question Hour, the Coal
Minister said India’s do-
mestic coal requirement
will reach 1,500 million
tonnes by 2030, for which
the nation needs to scale
up its production. “As far
as production is con-
cerned, in FY14 it was 566
million tonnes.

This year our total pro-
duction will be 900 million
tonnes, this means all our
PSUs are producing to the
optimum level,” Joshi said
in the Rajya Sabha.
Without naming any polit-
ical party, the minister
said the previous regime
was riddled with scams
whereas the current dis-

pensation led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was ensuring energy secu-
rity for India.

“Our requirement by
2030 will be 1,500 million
tonnes, and for that, we
have to scale up our pro-
duction, the previous
regime, they did not pro-
duce, there were only
scams, and today we are
producing and we are en-
suring energy security for
India, for that coal is need-
ed,” Joshi said. As per de-
mand projections, coal
mines are planned and
their operations are run to
ensure the energy security
of the country

India’s coal production to 
touch 1 billion tonnes next fiscal,

Govt informs Parliament

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  1199:: Italian super-
bike maker Ducati on Monday
said it will hike the prices of its
entire range of motorcycles in
India from January 1. The com-
pany, however, did not disclose
the quantum of the hike. Ducati
India announces an increase in

price on its entire motorcycle
range to be effective on ex-
showroom price from January
1, 2023, the luxury bike maker
said in a statement. The com-
pany has been absorbing costs
for some time but will now
have to pass on the increase
through a revision in prices due
to a sub-
stantial

increment in costs related to
raw material, production and
logistics, it added. The revised
prices will be applicable for all
models and variants of the
bikes irrespective of dealer-

ships across New
Delhi, Mumbai,

Pune, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Kochi,

Hyderabad
a n d

Kolkata.

Ducati India to hike prices of
its motorcycle range from Jan

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1199::

Realtors apex body CREDAI
on Monday, in its pre-Budget
wish list, has sought an
increase in the deduction limit
on home loan interest to Rs 5
lakh from the current Rs 2
lakh in view of hardening of
mortgage rates since May.
The interest rates on home
loans have gone up by around
2 percentage points in the last
seven months, to around 8.5
per cent following the hike in
repo rates by 225 basis points
since May. CREDAI noted that
EMIs (Equated Monthly
Instalments) on home loans
have gone up because of a
rise in mortgage rates.
Hence, the association said
there is a “compelling need to

increase the existing limit of
Rs 2 lakh on exemption of
interest paid on home loans to
at least Rs 5 lakh.” This would
not only give some extra dis-
posable income in the hands
of middle-income homeown-
ers but would also attract
prospective homebuyers to
buy a home, it added. CREDAI
President Harsh Vardhan
Patodia said: “Our recommen-
dations are focused on sus-
taining the current growth in
the sector, boosting demand
and exemptions for homebuy-
ers. The real estate sector can
add millions of livelihoods in a
short time and significantly
contribute to GDP.” He noted
the continuous hike in key
interest rates might cause
short-term turbulence in

overall housing demand. “The
sector has begun to gradually
recover across key property
markets, primarily driven by
end-users. However, repeated
rate hikes may have an impact
on the interest-sensitive sec-
tor,” Patodia said. 

Moreover, CREDAI suggest-
ed that the price cap of Rs 45
lakh on units to qualify as
affordable housing needs to
be revised as there have been
substantial changes in the
prices of various construction
raw materials, labour costs
and overall construction
costs. To boost demand,
CREDAI urged the govern-
ment to incentivise homeown-
ers by exempting 100 per cent
of the rental income up to Rs
20 lakh per annum. This would

encourage people with dis-
posable incomes to invest in
properties for renting purpos-
es. The Confederation of Real
Estate Developers’
Associations of India
(CREDAI) represents over
13,000 private developers
across 221 city chapters in 21
states. 

Among other pre-budget
demand from industry play-
ers, Pradeep Aggarwal,
Founder & Chairman of
Signature Global, said, “keep-
ing in view high inflation and
significant rise in borrowing
cost in the last few months,
there is an urgent need of tax
sops, especially for home
buyers in affordable and mid-
segment housing, to over-
come the financial hardship.”

CREDAI seeks hike in deduction limit on home
loan interest to Rs 5 lakh in next year’s budget

Mumbai, Dec 19:

Key stock indices
Sensex and Nifty closed
nearly 1 per cent higher on
Monday following heavy
buying in banking, oil and
FMCG shares after two
sessions of losses.
Benchmark Sensex
jumped 468.38 points or
0.76 per cent to settle at
61,806.19. During the day, it
advanced 507.11 points or
0.82 per cent to a high of
61,844.92. The broader NSE
Nifty climbed 151.45 points
or 0.83 per cent to end at
18,420.45. From the Sensex
pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Power Grid,
Bharti Airtel, Bajaj
Finserv, HDFC, Hindustan
Unilever, Maruti, ITC,

Titan, Nestle, Bajaj
Finance and Reliance
Industries were the major
winners. Tata

Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Tata Motors and
IndusInd Bank were
among the laggards.

Sensex, Nifty climb nearly 
1pc after two sessions of fall

Mumbai, Dec 18: 

Jaguar Land Rover India
has introduced specially
curated and unique travel
experiences, Defender
Journeys, in India. This is
a self-drive, multi-day, ad-
venture program, in
Defender vehicles, that
will include many aspira-
tional and sought-after

itineraries across India.
Each Defender Journey
will include luxury stays
and hospitality, lifestyle ex-
periences, cultural immer-
sion and drive across some
of the most iconic routes
in India with off-road
trails, that offer a complete
Defender driving experi-
ence. There will be 5
Defenders deployed in

each Journey, thus offer-
ing just 5 drive slots, to pro-
vide a highly exclusive and
personalised experience.
The first Defender
Journey known as Konkan
Experience is scheduled
from 16th January 2023.
Rohit Suri, President and
Managing Director, Jaguar
Land Rover India, said:
“The Defender clients are
active and adventurous.
Defender, with its iconic
driving capabilities and de-
sign, offers the perfect op-
portunity to engage our
discerning clients with a
program to explore the cul-
tural diversity of our beau-
tiful country; be it the stun-
ning coastal regions,
whitewashed peaks of the
Himalayas or the ephemer-
al dunes of the Thar. Each
journey is bound to be a
trip of a lifetime.”

Land Rover introduces unique travel
experiences, Defender Journeys, in India

New Delhi, Dec 19: 

Sony India announced
its latest range of A Series
Home Theatre Systems
with 5.1.2 ChHT-A5000
and 3.1 Ch HT-A3000
soundbars which offers
an advanced and revolu-
tionary multi-dimension-
al sound experience with
Dolby Atmos® and
DTS:X®. Powered with
modern 360 Spatial Sound
Mapping technologyand
sound field optimisation
that createsan unbeliev-
able immersive sound-
scape for any music, film,
or game. The soundbar
works well withGoogle
Assistant or Amazon
Alexa enabled devices as
well as strong Bluetooth
and Wi-Fi connectivity.
With a sound output of

450W with
HT-A5000 and 240W
with HT-A3000, the sound-
bar produces loud and
clear audio.

The HT-A5000 has a pre-
mium minimalist
Omnidirectional Block
design with sophisticated
rounded edges. The HT-
A3000 and optional speak-
ers are also designed in an
Omnidirectional Block
concept. Its sophisticated
rounded edges represent a

single solid block provid-
ing wide-spreading sound,
while the combination of
rich material textures
blends easily with any liv-
ing room environment.

With 360 Spatial Sound
Mapping technology, ex-
perience sound coming
from every direction and

distance. To enjoy
an even more
personalised and

immersive sound
experience, both sound-
bars come with Sound
Field Optimization, which
uses built-in microphones
to ingeniously measure
the relative height and po-
sition of the soundbar
and rear speakers. HT-
A5000 and HT-A3000
soundbars work together
to deliver clear, wide-rang-
ing sound.

Sony India announces its latest range
of A Series Home Theatre Systems

Mumbai, Dec 19: The
rupee gained 6 paise to set-
tle at 82.69 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday as robust buying
in the domestic equities
and a weak American cur-
rency against key crosses
overseas boosted investor
sentiments. However,
fresh foreign capital out-
flows and rising crude
prices restricted the
rupee’s rise, forex dealers
said. At the interbank
forex market, the local
unit opened weak at 82.80
against the greenback and
witnessed an intra-day
high of 82.57 and a low of
82.80. It finally ended at
82.69 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a rise of 6 paise over
its previous close of 82.75.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined
0.44 per cent to 104.24. On
the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex
ended 468.38 points or 0.76
per cent higher at
61,806.19, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced
151.45 points or 0.83 per
cent to 18,420.45.

Rupee rises 6 paise to close
at 82.69 against US dollar

Govt to take view
on privatisation of

public sector banks 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1199:: The gov-
ernment on Monday said it
will take a view on privatisa-
tion of public sector banks
(PSBs) after consultation
with the concerned depart-
ment and regulator.
Consideration of issues relat-
ed to disinvestment and deci-
sion on selection, terms and
conditions, etc. in case of
strategic sale is entrusted to
the Cabinet committee des-
ignated for this purpose
under the Government of
India (Transaction of
Business) Rules, 1961, minis-
ter of state for finance
Bhagwat Karad said in a writ-
ten reply to Lok Sabha.
“Before such consideration
for decision thereon, consul-
tation is undertaken with the
ministries and departments
concerned and, where neces-
sary, with the regulator con-
cerned,” he said. 

Mumbai, Dec 19:

Domestic rating agency
Icra on Monday upped its
banking sector outlook to
‘positive’ on healthy asset
growth, improving asset
quality and stronger capi-
tal buffers. The agency ex-
pects asset quality to im-
prove to a decadal best of 4
per cent from a gross non-
performing assets (NPAs)
perspective by the end of
FY24.

The banking system’s
credit growth will slow
down to 11-11.6 per cent in
FY24, after a very healthy
growth of 15.2-16.1 per
cent expected in FY23, the
rating agency said. A bulk
of the credit growth story
will be led by state-owned
lenders which are in far
better shape now having

recognised and provided
for loan losses and also
after some capital infu-
sions, it said, adding that
the market share gains for
private sector lenders will
slow down.

Public sector lenders
will witness a credit
growth of 13.4-14.1 per
cent in FY23 and 9.5-10.1
per cent in FY24, the
agency estimated, adding
that the same for private
sector banks will be 14.5-
15.5 per cent and 12.6-13.5
per cent. From an asset
quality perspective, the
system’s GNPAs (Gross
Non-Performing Assets)
will come down to 4 per
cent and net NPAs will be
under 1 per cent, the
agency’s vice president
Aashay Choksey told re-
porters.

Icra revises banking sector
outlook to ‘positive’

Kajal Chauhan to 
appear in dramedy show
S tar Bharat is gear-

ing up to enthrall its
viewers with a fully
loaded and captivating
drama that will air by
the end of January 2023.
The show will be pro-
duced under the banner
of Farm Film
Productions. The show's
creators chose a vibrant
and brilliant artist like
Kajal Chauhan to play a
vital role in the drama.
Kajal has already ap-
peared in a number of
television series.

She is well-known in
the television industry
for her vibrant charac-
ters. The actor will soon
appear in a new show on
Star Bharat alongside
the versatile actress

Sushmita Mukherjee.
The show is described as
a dramedy that will do
everything possible to

keep viewers enter-
tained. Kajal Chauhan
will play a simple per-
sona that will delight
and enchant the audi-
ence. The developers of
the show have not yet
confirmed the show's
other leads; the show is
planned to air in
January.

The show's name has
yet to be announced, but
it has been claimed that
the show's background
would be set in Banaras,
and the creator's purpose
is to present its viewers
with some light drama
and fun filled pleasure.

Stay tuned to Star
Bharat to know more
about the upcoming
show.

F ollowing the success
of 'Kaduva',

Malayalam cinema star
Prithviraj Sukumaran
and ace director Shaji
Kailas have paired up
once more for their up-
coming action thriller
'Kaapa'.

The new project is rid-
ing high on audience ex-
pectations after the tri-
umph of 'Kaduva' at the
box office. 'Kaduva', an
action comedy, was the
first film collaboration of
the actor-director duo
and garnered praise all
over.

'Kaapa', on the other
hand, is set in the seedy

underbelly of
Thiruvananthapuram,
where rival criminals en-
gage in ruthless gang

fights. The screenplay
has been written by G.R.
Indugopan.In addition to
Prithviraj Sukumaran,
'Kaapa' also stars Asif
Ali, Aparna Balamurali,
Indrans and Anna Ben in
key roles.

The much-anticipated
film is receiving much
praise for its racy trailer.
Prithviraj Sukumaran is
portrayed as having a dis-
tinctive, dynamic per-
sona in the trailer, which
tells the tale of 'Law
Above Justice'.

The movie is scheduled
for release on December
22, just in time for
Christmas.

'Bigg Boss 14' fame Nikki
Tamboli is surely a fitness
freak. She makes sure to in-
volve everything as part of
her lifestyle for better
health and well-being, and
is particular about regular
exercises, yoga, and despite
busy schedule, never miss-
es the gym. She shared:
"Fitness for me is like oxy-
gen, a necessity. It gives me
mental peace. I believe that
for a healthy functioning of
the body one needs to take
a proper balanced diet of 5
to 6 small meals rather
than eating 3 big meals in a
day. It's about maintaining
a proper balanced nutri-
tious diet. Being fit is not
just about how the body
looks but how well and
healthy it is even from
within." Nikki made her
acting debut with a Telugu
film 'Chikati Gadilo
Chithakotudu'. Later she

also did a Tamil film
'Kanchana 3'. She made her
TV debut with 'Bigg Boss
14' which gave her a lot of
fame and made her a place
in the entertainment in-
dustry. She also took part
in 'Khatron Ke Khiladi 11'.
She asserted that for a
healthy lifestyle, it is im-
portant to regulate eating
habits. She always travells
with her home-made food
so as to avoid eating any-
thing out.

"Having green tea right
before bed is one habit I
swear by. It gives me the
detox I need after an entire
day. Also I travel with my
own set of foods and
healthy juice that I prepare
at home. That way I don't
get tempted by outside
junk or ready sugar drinks.
It has all the goodness of
lime, guava, carrots and a
hint of mint," she added.

ACROSS

1. Over

6. Skilled

10. Identical

14. Batman’s sidekick

15. Genuine

16. Parched

17. ____ and fauna

18. Renovating

20. Water vapor

21. Colleague

22. Slender

24. First number

25. Two (Sp.)

28. Tote

29. Love, Italian-style

34. Melon peel

36. Rep.’s opponent

38. Hidden gunman

39. Burn reliever

40. Flawless

42. Elm or pine

43. Most insignificant

45. Noshed

46. Body powder

47. Highly skilled

48. Knockout count

50. Truman’s monogram

51. Tricky curve

54. Supplements

56. Maryland’s capital

61. Andes animal

65. Honor roll (2 wds.)

66. Radar’s kin

67. Direction

68. Motionless

69. Vision related

70. RR terminals

71. Legal paper

72. Requirements

DOWN

1. Barking sounds

2. Roll of cloth

3. Band instrument

4. Kind of infection

5. Tooth covering

6. Put in order

7. Hive dwellers

8. Cowboy’s rope

9. Musician ____ John

10. Eastern garment

11. Diva’s specialty

12. Coin factory

13. Cliff’s brink

19. Atlantic or Indian

23. Check accounts

25. Serious play

26. Lubricated

27. Sleep noise

30. Catcher’s glove

31. Actress ____ Winfrey

32. Staggers

33. Put up

35. Profound

37. “Cry ____ River” (2 wds.)

38. Streamlined

41. Vouched for

44. Short distances

49. Singer Willie ____

52. Compact

53. Glide

55. Incline

56. Thirst quenchers

57. Uncluttered

58. Space org.

59. Picnic nuisances

60. Emerald ____

62. Initial wager

63. Housekeeper

64. Circle parts
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Actress Kiara Advani will be

seen teaming up with chore-

ographer Ganesh Acharya

for the second time after

'Bijli' from her latest release

'Govinda Naam Mera' for

the upcoming Kartik

Aaryan-starrer 'Satyaprem

Ki Katha'. While Kiara has

time and again expressed

her excitement for having

collaborated with the leg-

endary choreographer for

the first time with Bijli, the

actress is now already

shooting for yet another

song with him for her next

film. Kiara shared a video of

herself and Ganesh dancing

to 'Bijli' celebrating the

response to 'Govinda Naam

Mera'. The actress said:

"With The Legend! I was so

excited to be choreo-

graphed by Masterji for

#Bijli Just us adding some

Bijli on the sets of Satya

Prem ki katha as we shoot

for the next song together."

Having recently wrapped

the shoot of song for S.

Shankar's RC-15, Kiara has

now resumed the shoot of

her upcoming film

'Satyaprem ki Katha', a

musical romantic drama

film directed by Sameer

Vidwans. The film is sched-

uled to be released theatri-

cally in 2023.

T V actress Shweta Tiwari
talks about her bond

with her on-screen daughters
on the sets of 'Main Hoon
Aparajita'. She is playing the
role of Aparajita, a mother of
three daughters.

The role of three daughters
is played by Anushka
Merchande, Dhwani Gori and
Shruti Choudhary. Talking
about her bond with them she
said: "The mother-daughter
relationship is one of the
most beautiful relationships
in the world. In the show, I am
a mother of three daughters
and all of them are adorable."

"I am more like a friend to
them now. They all are very
smart and curious kids, they
want to learn everything
about the industry. Recently
during an outdoor shoot, we
got the opportunity to go out
together for a picnic se-
quence." The actress, who is a
mother of two in real life,

added that she has all the fun
on the sets with her on-screen
daughters. From playing foot-
ball, making reels to having
food together, Shweta makes
sure to spend quality time
with them.

The TV star best known for
her 'Kasauti Zindagi Kay' role,
said: "Over and above produc-
tion's arrangements I tried
my best to ensure that they
were comfortable and enjoyed
the outdoor shoot to the
fullest.

"We all spent some quality
time playing football, antak-
shari, making some nice fun
videos for our social media,
and after the shoot we even
went out for dinner. With the
girls there is no dull day but
this kind of quality time cer-
tainly strengthens our bond
and improves our on-screen
chemistry."

'Main Hoon Aparajita'
airs on Zee TV.

Shweta Tiwari talks
about how 

she bonds with 
on-screen daughters

I t's FIFA time and quite a few
of B-Town's football enthusi-

asts are seen watching the
matches live in Qatar. Raveena
Tandon too took off with her son
Ranbirvardhan Thadani and the
two spent some quality mother-
son time together watching
Croatia vs Morocco match.

They watched Croatia defeat
Morocco in the play-off on
Saturday to finish third in the
tournament. Sharing some
videos and photographs on
Instagram, Raveena wrote,
"#fifa2022. It’s Son Time ! #croat-
iavsmorocco #achrafhakimi
#worldcup #qatar"

The actress is seen wearing a
black top with a denim jacket
with her hair tied up in a pony-
tail. Ranbir wore a red T-shirt.
Raveena was also seen grooving
and singing along to the music in
the stadium. Filmmaker and cho-
reographer Farah Khan com-
mented on her post, "Mothers of

the year (haha emoji)." She is
also in Qatar with her son.
"@farahkhankunder hahaha ya
that’ll be our caption," Raveena
replied. Many Bollywood stars
have already flown to Qatar dur-
ing the tournament to watch the
football action. Yesterday,

Deepika Padukone was seen
flyin to Qatar for the finale.
Kartik Aaryan was seen with his
ticket to Qatar this morning.
Others including Shah Rukh
Khan are also expected to attend
the final tonight.

Meanwhile, on the work front,
Raveena was last seen in the
blockbuster KGF: Chapter 2
which was the second highest-
grossing film.

The movie has set a new
benchmark in the Indian film in-
dustry by breaking all box office
records. She also made a big
wave with ‘Aranyak’ on OTT for
which she has bagged alot of
awards this year. Raveena will be
next seen in T series family en-
tertainer Ghudchadi alongside
Sanjay Dutt, Arbaaz Khan’s up-
coming social drama Patna
Shukla. She has recently fin-
ished shooting for a Disney plus
Hotstar web series. She will soon
start shoot for Aranyak Season 2.

Raveena Tandon spends quality time with son Ranbir 

HH arshvardhan Rane's love
for nature and life on

the road is quite evident
through his social media, and
now he has taken that bond a
little further by buying a new
house, but with a twist. As the
actor's birthday approaches,
he has planned a big move to
his new home for a while.

Giving a twist to normal
housing, this new purchase of
Harshvardhan is actually a
campervan and the actor is
quite excited to take it on the
road, across the scenic loca-
tions that he loves. This
campervan is actually the ful-
filment of his childhood
dream that came to fruition
after 12 years of planning and
7 months of execution. Before
this too, Harshvardhan has
often taken on the road with
his jeep, going to some
remote locations and making
the car his home. With this
new dream-come-to-life of
his, he is indeed promoting a
nomad like minimalistic

lifestyle. The actor has prom-
ised himself to live in his
campervan until his upcoming
film Sanam Teri Kasam 2
releases in an attempt to live
a more minimalist lifestyle.
With his new home,
Harshvardhan has also
become the first actor in India
to live in a campervan instead
of a fancy house. There are
many celebrities in Hollywood
who have lived their best life
on the road, including stars
like Shailene Woodley, Will
Smith, Simon Cowell, Ashton
Kutcher and wife Mila Kunis,
and Vin Diesel. But for the
Indian film industry, it's a
first. Meanwhile on the work
front, the actor was seen this
year in Tara Vs Bilal which is
soon looking for its release on
OTT. He has completed the
shoot of Sanjay Gupta's sports
drama and is currently work-
ing on Bejoy Nambiar's
Dange, post which he will
start work on Sanam Teri
Kasam 2.

Harshvardhan Rane
becomes first actor to
live in a Campervan

After ‘Kaduva’ success, Prithviraj-Kailas
duo’s ‘Kaapa’ set for Dec 22 release

Kiara Advani is
‘excited’ 

to be 
choreographed

by Ganesh
Acharya 

once again

Nikki Tamboli
Fitness for me is 

like oxygen, it gives
me mental peace
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New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

India will have to keep
their emotions in check in
order to go the distance in
the men’s hockey World
Cup next month, says leg-
endary Dutch player Bram
Lomans.

The 1998 World Cup-win-
ner and two-time Olympic
gold medallist said the
hosts can be title con-
tenders along with
Australia they manages to
keep focus and soak the
pressure of expectations
in the premier tourna-
ment, starting January 13.

“I think if India can
cope with the enormous
pressure, and if the play-
ers do not get too excited,
they have a really good
chance to win. India have
got good strikers, good cor-
ner-takers, and a good
goalkeeper. So they have
all the ingredients to go
far,” said Lomans, whose
drag-flicking skills during
the late 1990s revolu-
tionised the game.

“If they get too excited
or emotional, then it can
fall apart. But if they can
keep their focus, then they
are one of the biggest can-
didates, along with
Australia,” Lomans was
quoted as saying in a
Hockey India release.

India are in Group D
alongside Spain, England,

and Wales. Lomans is im-
pressed with captain
Harmanpreet Singh’s “re-
laxed attitude”, saying he
can handle pressure and
go about his task in a cool
manner.

“He is really good be-
cause he knows his
strengths and his qualities
and he just goes for it. He

does not stress about it too
much when he is taking a
penalty corner, even
though I am sure the pres-
sure will be enormous on
him. But he has that calm-
ness around him that
helps him get the job
done,” Lomans, who is in
India for drag-flicking
training sessions with the

men’s team at Bengaluru,
added. The 47-year-old tac-
tician also said India have
a strong pool of young
drag flickers going into the
World Cup at
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela. “The biggest
strength of the current
Indian team is that they
have 4-5 really good penal-

ty-corner takers who can
score. If they all can chip
in, it will take the pressure
off Harmanpreet. The
quality is high and I am
honoured I can help them
out. There are also some
really good talents at the
U-21 camp, who can come
up in the future,” he
added.

Indian players need to soak pressure, keep
emotions in hockey World Cup: Lomans

Karachi, Dec 19 (AP):

Legspinner Rehan
Ahmed became the
youngest men’s test crick-
eter to claim a five-wicket
haul on his debut and put
England on the brink of a
historic 3-0 sweep in its
first test tour to Pakistan
in 17 years.

Pakistan’s batters crum-
bled for 216 in the second
innings of the third and
final test as the 18-year-old
Ahmed grabbed 5-48 and
Jack Leach (3-72) claimed
all three of his wickets in
the space of six deliveries
on Day 3 to leave England a
modest target of 167 runs.
Ben Duckett (50 not out)
and Zak Crawley (41) mo-
tored England to 112-2 by
stumps with their aggres-
sive “Bazball” brand of
batting named after their
coach Brendon McCullum.

England needs a further
55 runs to register its sec-
ond successive win inside
four days following its
thrilling 26-run victory at
Multan last week. England
won the first test by 74
runs in dimming light on
the last day on a flat wicket
in Rawalpindi. Crawley
and Duckett plundered 87
runs off 69 balls before
mystery spinner Abrar

Ahmed grabbed two late
wickets. Crawley was ad-
judged leg before wicket
while attempting a sweep
and Rehan Ahmed (10),
promoted up the order,
smacked two boundaries
before he swiped and got
clean bowled. Harry
Brook’s third successive
century had given England
a 50-run first innings lead
when it replied with 354
after dismissing Pakistan
for 304, with Ahmed and
Leach sharing six wickets
between them.

Pakistan, staring at its
first ever 3-0 whitewash at
home, lost the last seven
wickets for 52 runs in the
second innings as Ahmed
stifled the middle-order
with his sharp googlies
and legspin. Captain
Babar Azam (54) hit his
third half century in the
last four innings and Saud
Shakeel (53) made his
fourth fifty in his debut se-
ries before Ahmed left the
lower order clueless on a
wicket which has a vari-
able bounce and slow turn

from Day 1.
Babar and Shakeel had

rebuilt Pakistan’s hopes
with a 110-run stand before
both fell late in the second
session to Ahmed.

Babar became the fourth
test player to complete
1,000 runs this year, but
played an overambitious
pull against Ahmed’s short
ball soon after completing
his half century and Ollie
Pope held a sharp catch at
short mid-wicket. Ahmed,
who also became the
youngest England test

debutant at the age of 18
years, 126 days, then
picked up the wickets of
Mohammad Rizwan (7)
and Shakeel in successive
overs to seize complete
control as Pakistan
reached 177-6 at tea.
Shakeel followed up his
three previous half cen-
turies in his maiden test
series with another defiant
fifty before he top-edged a
sweep against Ahmed and
was caught by Leach at
square leg.

Babar and Shakeel had
defied spin and pace for 2
hours, 45 minutes after
Leach’s triple strike had
reduced Pakistan to 54-3.

Pakistan was ahead by
just three runs when the
top order crashed against
Leach on a wicket where
spinners have dominated.

Former captain Azhar
Ali had a disappointing
end to his 97-test career as
the 37-year-old fell without
scoring in his last innings
when Leach knocked back
his off stump with a sharp
turning delivery. England
players applauded and
shook hands with Azhar
before he took the final
guard with his wife and
two sons among a sparse
crowd at the National
Stadium.

World Cup Hockey in Odisha:
Offline ticket sales start

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  Offline ticket sales for the World Cup Hockey to
be held in Odisha next month began on Monday, though fans
are disappointed that all tickets for India’s first three matches
are sold out. The matches will be held in Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar and the newly built Birsa Munda Stadium in
Rourkela between January 13 and 29. Hockey fans, including
women, made a beeline at the counters to get tickets from
early in the morning. However, they failed to get tickets for
India’s matches. “The man at the counter said tickets only for
January 13 and 14 matches are available. However, there will
be no India match on those two days. We are told tickets for
India matches have been sold out (online),” said C R Mohapatra
who came to the Reserve Police Line Ground near Gate no. 8 of
the Kalinga Hockey Stadium. The website selling the tickets
showed that passes for India’s matches against Spain, England
and Wales on January 13, 15 and 19 respectively are sold out.

DDhhaakkaa,,  DDeecc  1199  ((PPTTII))

India skipper Rohit Sharma
is unlikely to feature in the sec-
ond and final Test against
Bangladesh, beginning here on
Thursday, as he has not yet
fully recovered from a thumb
injury he suffered in the pre-
ceding ODI series.

Rohit had hurt his left thumb
while fielding in the second
ODI against Bangladesh on
December 7. India had lost the
ODI series 1-2.

Rohit had travelled back to
Mumbai to see a specialist fol-
lowing his injury. “He is yet to
travel to Dhaka for the second

Test. His webbing is sore and
there is still some pain. It is
unlikely that he will play,” a
BCCI source told PTI.

India will be pressing for
another win as they aim to
reach their second straight
World Test Championship final.

After the win on Sunday,
Rahul had said that it would
take a day or two to get the
final word on Rohit’s fitness
and availability.

“About Rohit, we may be
able to know (his status) in the
next day or two, even I am not
aware of it,” Rahul had said at
the post-match press confer-
ence.

Rohit unlikely 
to regain full fitness

for second Test

Ahmed puts England on brink of memorable 3-0 win in Pak

Pak’s Azhar Ali,

center, who is

playing his last

match due to his

retirement, walks

off the field after

his dismissal 

during the third

day of third test

cricket match 

between England

and Pakistan, in

Karachi, Monday.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

India women’s hockey
captain Savita Punia is
confident her team will
produce good results at the
Asian Games in Hangzhou
next year following their
FIH Nations Cup title tri-
umph in Valencia last
Saturday. The team re-
turned to the national cap-
ital on Monday morning
after defeating Spain 1-0 in
the final of the inaugural

edition of the tournament
and got promoted to the
2023-24 Pro League.

“We have had a good
year in 2022 and going for-
ward we will continue to
aim for more wins and ti-
tles. We have the Asian
Games 2022 coming up
next year, and we will defi-
nitely try to come back
with a good result,” said
Savita on arrival at the IGI
airport. “As a captain, I am
very proud and delighted

with my teammates.
Everyone gave their 100
per cent, and we main-
tained our focus right
from the start, on and off
the field, and it really feels
great to be part of such a
team,” added Savita.

Gurjit Kaur scored the
only goal in the match and
the defender said winning
the tournament was per-
haps the “best moment”
for her and the team.

“Winning the final of
the Nations Cup has to
count as the best moment
for me and the team. We
had this as our goal from
the beginning and to be
able to achieve it felt really
good,” said Gurjit.

The tournament also
saw 22-year-old forward
Lalremsiami cross the 100-
cap mark in India colours.

“To be able to reach the
100-cap mark at such a
young age is something
that gives me immense joy.
And I am very grateful for
the continued support
from everyone on the
team.

“We are very happy to
have won the Nations Cup
and we will continue to
work hard going ahead,”
Lalremsiami said.

Nations Cup triumph gives us 
confidence for Asian Games: Savita

Lusail, Dec 19 (AP):

France played its part
in one of the most memo-
rable finishes in World
Cup history, even though
the defending champions
failed to retain the title.

Kylian Mbapp ‘s hat
trick of goals all came late
first in regulation, then in
extra time and helped give
France a 3-3 draw with
Argentina in the final.

In the penalty shootout,
it seemed destined for
Lionel Messi to win his
first World Cup at the age
of 35, not Mbapp to win his
second at 23.

Still, the foundations of
France’s national soccer
team are solid with just
under four years to go
until the next World Cup
in 2026.

France outperformed
expectations even as the
defending champion and
the world’s fourth-ranked
team.

A run of poor results in
the UEFA Nations League,
including a home loss in
June to Denmark, plus a
litany of injuries before
and after the squad for
Qatar was selected kept
high hopes in check.

Then, in the last train-
ing session before the

flight to Doha, forward
Christopher Nkunku was
injured by a teammate.

It got worse in Qatar.
Ballon d’Or winner Karim
Benzema was forced out of
the squad because of an
injury and then Lucas
Hern ndez, the left back in
the 2018 team, picked up a
season-ending knee injury
nine minutes into
France’s first game
against Australia.

France persevered and
got better as the team
passed through the knock-
out rounds against Poland,
England and Morocco.

The record now under
France coach Didier
Deschamps of two World
Cup finals and a quarterfi-
nal, plus a European
Championship final and a
UEFA Nations League title

is truly impressive.
“I’m optimistic about

the future,” said
Deschamps, who has ex-
pertly mixed youth and ex-
perience in his teams. “A
lot of players have played
in many of those tourna-
ments and have got experi-
ence.”

The next generation of
players to revitalize Les
Bleus is already at the
World Cup.

Several made debuts
this year and their
progress in Qatar was ac-
celerated by all the in-
juries and illness to long-
established players.

On March 24, France
will host the Netherlands
at Stade de France to start
one of the toughest
European Championship
qualifying groups.

With Mbapp and Deschamps,
France’s future looks just fine

Woakes on 
opting out of IPL

‘It wasn’t 
easy decision by

any means’

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  1199  ((PPTTII))::
England all-rounder Chris
Woakes says it wasn’t an
easy call to miss the “finan-
cially rewarding” IPL next
year but he had to do that
to have a best shot at mak-
ing the Test team for the
2023 Ashes at home.
Woakes might not have
attracted a million dollar
bid but would have been
sought- after at the IPL
auction in Kochi later this
week. Woakes, who missed
the home Test season with
injury, will be instead turn-
ing up for Warwickshire in
the County Championship.
“It wasn’t an easy decision,
by any means. There’s still
a part of me that wishes I
could go because the IPL is
a great tournament and
financially it could be very
rewarding - but I didn’t
want to make the decision
solely on finance. “It’s a
tricky scenario: having just
won a World Cup, poten-
tially stock could be high. 

Melbourne, Dec 19 (AP): 

Venus Williams has been
awarded a wild-card
entry to play at the
Australian Open next
month, 25 years after she
played the Grand Slam
tournament for the first
time.

The 42-year-old
Williams has reached the
final twice in Australia,

including a loss to her
younger sister, Serena,
in the 2017 champi-

onship match. She will
be contesting the season-
opening major for the
22nd time. “I’ve been
competing in the country
for over 20 years now and

the Australian com-
munity has always
supported me
w h o l e -
heart-

e d l y, ”
the seven-time major win-
ner said in a statement.
Venus and Serena
Williams combined to
win the Australian Open
women’s doubles title
four times and Venus also
won the mixed doubles
title in 1998 with fellow
American Justin
Gimelstob.

Serena Williams will
not be contesting the Jan.
16-29 tournament at
Melbourne Park after an-
nouncing at the U.S. Open
that she was ready to
evolve away from tennis.

Venus Williams
awarded wild-card entry

for Australian Open
Wellington, Dec 19 (PTI):

New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson and
head coach Gary Stead
will miss the white-ball
tour of India, starting next
month, as part of their
workload management.

New Zealand Cricket
(NZC) have named split
ODI squads for the away
series against Pakistan,
which begins on January
10, and India, scheduled to
start on January 18.
Newly-appointed Test cap-
tain Tim Southee will also
return home after the
Pakistan tour to prepare
for the home Test series
against England in
February. In Wiliamson
and Stead’s absence, Tom
Latham will lead the
Kiwis while batting coach
Luke Ronchi will serve as
the head coach in the
three-match ODI series
against India.

Ronchi will also be in
charge as the head coach
for the T20 series in India,
the squad for which will be
announced on January 9.
He will be assisted by for-
mer New Zealand women
coach Bob Carter and for-
mer spinner Paul
Wiseman. All-rounder
Mark Chapman and pacer

Jacob Duffy will replace
Williamson and Southee
in the squad for the India
tour. In-form pace bowling
all-rounder Henry Shipley
has been handed a maiden
call-up after impressing in
the domestic circuit. He
has been named in both
squads. The tall (1.96m)
right-arm pacer and mid-
dle order power batter was
the leading wicket-taker in
last season’s Super Smash.

“Henry’s an exciting tal-
ent who we’ve had our eye
on for a while,” New
Zealand selector Gavin
Larsen said. “He’s taken
his game to another level
in the past 12 months, and
we’re delighted to see his
progression given how
valuable genuine all-
rounders are in any crick-
et team,” he added.

Skipper Williamson,
head coach Stead 

to miss tour of India

Deep Ekka
Grace 

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Thousands of farmers
held a rally here on
Monday under the banner
of RSS-affiliated Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS) to press
for a rollback of GST on
agricultural goods and
other demands and threat-
ened to intensify their
protest if these are not met.

Braving cold conditions,
the farmers travelled to
Delhi from several states,
including Punjab,
Maharashtra, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal,
on tractors, motorcycles
and private buses and par-
ticipated in the 'Kisan
Garjana' rally at the
Ramleela Ground to seek
relief measures, the organ-
isers said. The protesters

were demanding a rollback
of GST on farming activi-
ties, an increase in the in-
come support provided
under the PM-Kisan
scheme, revocation of the
permission for commercial
production of genetically

modified (GM) crops and
remunerative prices for
their produce based on the
input cost, they said.
Launched in December
2018, income support of Rs
6,000 per year in three
equal installments is pro-

vided to all land-holding
farmer families under the
PM-Kisan scheme.

The BKS, in a statement,
said "state and central gov-
ernments will face trouble
if they do not heed the
farmers' demand in time".
National General
Secretary, BKS, Mohini
Mohan said: "The promis-
es made by the prime min-
ister regarding the rights
of farmers have proved to
be empty." 

"The government prom-
ised an increase in the in-
come of farmers, but this
could not happen. Farmers
are not beggars, they have
the right to remunerative
prices for their crops," he
said. Mohan said the
world's largest farmers' or-
ganisation "will roar and be
vocal" if the government
does not wake up in time.

RSS’ farmer body warns govt
of trouble if demands not met
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Commuters ride horse-driven carts amid smog on a cold winter morning, in New Delhi, Monday.

WINTER MORNING

Bill to repeal over 60 old laws, 
rectify error in one introduced in LS

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

A bill which seeks to re-
peal over 60 obsolete laws,
including one enacted 137
years ago, was introduced
in Lok Sabha on Monday.

The Repealing and
Amending Bill, 2022 also
aims to correct a "patent
error" in another law by

replacing certain words.
Piloted by Law Minister

Kiren Rijiju, the bill is one
of the periodical meas-
ures by which enactments
which have ceased to be in
force, or have become ob-
solete or the retention as
separate Act is unneces-
sary, are repealed.

Such bills also correct

defects which are detected
in laws. The bill proposes
to repeal the Land
Acquisition (Mines) Act,
1885. It also seeks to repeal
the Telegraph Wires
(Unlawful Possession)
Act, 1950.

‘Disruptions not sending good signals’
New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Rajya Sabha Chairman
and Vice President of India
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Monday said disruptions of
House proceedings were
not sending good signals
and that he has asked cer-
tain MPs to see him in his
chamber over last week's
disruptions.

Dhankar rejected no-
tices seeking a discussion
on Chinese incursion on
Indian borders saying
they were not drafted in
accordance with the rules,
leading to almost the en-
tire opposition staging a
walkout of the House.

Leader of the
Opposition and Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said the Chairman
has all powers and can
allow for a discussion but
Dhankar wasn't im-
pressed. When the House

met for the day, the
Chairman said he has re-
ceived 9 notices under rule
267 that called for the sus-
pension of the listed busi-
ness and taking up a dis-
cussion or debate on the
matter indicated therein.

Without disclosing ei-
ther the contents or the
movers of the notices,
Dhankar said he cannot
give attention to any no-
tice that is "deficient" or
that "miserably fails mini-
mum requirement of the
fulfilment of rules."
Stating that Dhankar had
on December 8 laid down
the methodology for giv-
ing notices under rule 267,
he said none of the 9 no-
tices measured up to the
requirement.

"It is a painful duty for
me that not only the rule is
outraged, no attention
whatsoever has been laid
on the rule. The notices

are drawn in a manner as
if the rule doesn't exist. I
expect the members to fol-
low the procedure indicat-
ed in the rule, go through
all the two essential ele-
ments and then carve out
notice," he said.

And it is for the same
reason that rule no 267 no-
tice was accepted in the
entire tenure of his prede-
cessor M Venkaiah Naidu,

he said. He then went on to
refer to adjournments of
proceedings that opposi-
tion MPs forced on
December 13, 15 and 16 to
press for a discussion on
the Chine border row. "I
painfully report to you
that loss of more than 100
minutes of disruption on
December 13, 15 and 16 has
sent not a good signal," he
said, adding besides caus-

ing loss of crores to the ex-
chequer, the time meant
discussions on public is-
sues was also wasted.

"This House is a unique
platform. We must share
the vision, passion, and
mission of the framers of
the Constitution," he said.
"Generating optics of dis-
ruption brings a very bad
name to us. It generates
disillusionment.

It sends a signal as if
those who have been elect-
ed to this august House, to
perform the solum duty to
act as House of Elders, the
Upper House, conduct
themselves in a manner
which leaves much to be
desired."  Dhankhar said
he will be open to any no-
tice that is in accordance
with the rules. "Any no-
tice that is in the line with
the spirit and sense of the
rules, will receive my con-
sideration."

Delhi court to hear actor Nora Fatehi's defamation
complaint against Jacqueline Fernandez on Jan 21

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

A Delhi court is likely
to hear on January 21 a
criminal complaint filed
by actor Nora Fatehi
against Jacqueline
Fernandez for allegedly
defaming her by "unfairly
dragging" her name into
a Rs 200 crore money
laundering case involv-
ing 'conman' Sukesh
Chandrashekar.

Fatehi, a Canadian citi-
zen, has also arrayed 15
media organisations as
accused in her complaint.

The complaint was
brought up before Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Snigdha Sarvaria, who
assigned the matter to
Metropolitan Magistrate

Kapil Gupta.
M e t r o p o l i t a n

Magistrate Gupta, there-
after, posted the matter
for January 21 to decide
whether to take cogni-
sance on the complaint.

Fatehi, who is likely to
appear before the court
on January 21, had said
in her complaint filed on
December 12 that she has
"a pristine reputation
apart from a rapidly pro-
gressing career which
has quite obviously
threatened her rivals who
are unable to compete
with her on fair footing".

The defamatory state-
ment was made by
Fernandez in "bad faith"
and with "mala fide in-
tention" and was circu-

lated by the media hous-
es made accused in the
complaint with an intent
to defame her, she said.

The complaint claimed
the allegations made by
Fernandez, also a
Bollywood actor, that
Fatehi had received gifts
from Chandrashekar
were wrong.

"The only time the
complainant spoke to
Chandrashekar was
when his wife, Leena
Maria Paul, made her
speak to him over speak-
erphone at the event in
Chennai where the com-
plainant was invited by
Leena. At the event, the
complainant was gifted
an iPhone and a Gucci
bag by Leena. No gifts

were ever received by the
complainant from
Chandrashekar," Fatehi
has said in the com-
plaint.

Fatehi also denied she
had received a luxury car
from Chandrashekar and
said it was part payment
to her brother-in-law
Bobby Khan, who
Chandrashekar had ap-
proached for directing a
movie.

"Since the complainant
had never even spoken to
Chandrashekar let alone
having met him, hence
the imputation made by
the Fernandez and the
subsequent publishing of
the same by the accused
media houses are un-
true," the complaint said.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The government on
Monday said that it has
accorded approval to 163
proposals worth Rs
2,46,989 crore under vari-
ous categories of capital
procurement for the
armed forces in the last
three years.

Minister of State for
Defence Ajay Bhatt, reply-
ing to a question in Rajya
Sabha, also said the share
of procurement from do-
mestic firms has been on
an upward trajectory.

"The government, in
the last three years that is
from 2019-20 to 2021-22 and
current year (2022-23 up to
September 2022), has ac-
corded Acceptance of

Necessity (AoN) to 163
proposals worth Rs
2,46,989.38 crore approxi-
mately, under various cat-
egories of capital procure-
ment which promote do-
mestic manufacturing as
per DAP-2020," he said.

The AoN is the initial
approval for any defence
project. Procurement is
done under the frame-
work of the Defence
Acquisition Procedure
(DAP).

Bhatt said the share of
domestic firms in the
total procurement was at
54 per cent in 2018-19. It
jumped to 59 per cent in
2019-20 and to 64 per cent
in 2020-21, he said.

This year, it has in-
creased to 68 per cent for

domestic procurement, of
which 25 per cent has
been earmarked for pro-
curement from the pri-
vate industry, the minis-
ter said.

"With focus of the gov-
ernment on indigenisa-
tion and procurement of
defence products from the
domestic resources, the
expenditure on defence
procurement from foreign
sources has reduced from
46 per cent to 36 per cent
in the last four years that
is from 2018-19 to 2021-22,"
Bhatt said.

To a separate question,
he said the defence im-
ports in 2021-22 was
50,061.68 crore while it
was Rs 53,118.58 crore in
2020-21, Rs 47,961.47 crore

2019-20 and Rs 45,705.57 in
2018-19. On India's defence
exports, Bhatt said it was
Rs 12,815 crore in 2021-22,
Rs 8,435 crore in 2020-21,
Rs 9,116 crore in 2019-20
and Rs 10,746 crore in
2018-19.

He said the defence ex-
ports this year, till date,
has been estimated at Rs
6,058 crore. Asked about
the schemes launched by
the government to make
the country self-reliant in
the field of weapons and
defence equipment and
the targets that have been
achieved so far, Bhatt said
the desired information
is "sensitive in nature
and its disclosure is not
in the interest of national
security." 

ED attaches Rs 907 cr assets of
crypto exchanges under PMLA

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate has attached
proceeds of crime worth
Rs 907 crore and arrested
three persons in cases re-
lated to money launder-
ing by crypto exchanges,
Parliament was in-
formed on Monday.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said Central
GST officers have detect-
ed Goods and Services
Tax (GST) evasion worth
Rs 87.60 crore by 12 cryp-
to exchanges.

Recovery of Rs 110.97
crore, including interest
and penalty, has been
made. The minister said
further investigation is
under process in eight
cases and four cases are
closed on payment of tax

along with interest and
penalty.

Further, in case of
crypto exchange Zanmai
Labs Pvt Ltd, known as
WazirX, assets worth Rs
289.68 crore have been
seized from the exchange
and its Directors for vio-
lation of the provisions
of the foreign exchange
management act
(FEMA), Chaudhary
said.

In a written reply to a
question in the Lok
Sabha, the minister said
the Directorate of
Enforcement is investi-
gating several cases relat-
ed to crypto frauds
wherein a few crypto ex-
changes have also been
found involved in money
laundering.

"As on December 14,
2022, proceeds of crime

amounting to Rs 907.48
crore have been at-
tached/seized, three per-
sons have been arrested
and four prosecution
complaints have been
filed before the Special
Court, PMLA, in these
cases," Chaudhary said.

Currently, crypto as-
sets are unregulated in
India. "Crypto assets by
definition are borderless
and require internation-
al collaboration to pre-
vent regulatory arbi-
trage. Therefore, any leg-
islation for regulation or
for banning can be effec-
tive only with significant
international collabora-
tion on evaluation of the
risks and benefits and
evolution of common
taxonomy and stan-
dards," Chaudhary
added.

India’s development will be
based on vision and aspirations

of its people: Bhagwat
Mumbai, Dec 19 (PTI): 

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat has said India's
development will be based
on the vision and aspira-
tions of its people. "If
India does it by looking at
America and China, it
won't be India's develop-
ment.

This may be develop-
ment, but then India will
become like China and
America," he said.
"India`s development will
happen based on its vi-
sion, the conditions and
aspirations of its people,
culture and our country's
outlook towards the
world," Bhagwat said at
an event in Mumbai on
Sunday.

On religion, Bhagwat
said, "A religion which

makes man prosperous
but destroys nature is not
religion." 

"If India becomes
strong, we won't wield the
'danda' (stick) as China
and America do, but due
to us those who wield the
'danda' will stop wielding
them," Bhagwat said.

India's development
model is not about devel-
oping itself and letting
other countries fight with
each other, the RSS chief
said. "India's development
means progress of the
whole world," he added.

"As India is becoming
strong and prosperous,
Indians all over the world
are holding their heads
high. Earlier, hardly any-
one took notice, but now
have been asked to host
G20 presidency," he said.

UNNAO RAPE CASE

HC judge recuses from
hearing interim bail plea of

convicted leader Sengar
New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Delhi High Court judge
Justice Talwant Singh on
Monday recused himself
from hearing the interim
bail plea of expelled BJP
leader Kuldeep Singh
Sengar in a case in which
he is serving life imprison-
ment for raping a minor
girl in Uttar Pradesh's
Unnao in 2017.

A bench of Justice
Siddharth Mridul and
Justice Talwant Singh di-
rected that the case be list-
ed before another bench for
hearing on December 22.
"List this application be-
fore a bench in which one
of us, namely, Justice

Talwant Singh, is not a
member subject to obtain-
ing directions of the chief
justice," the court ordered,
without specifying the rea-
sons for Justice Singh's re-
cusal from the hearing in
the case.

The court was informed
that Sengar was seeking in-
terim bail for two months
to attend his daughter's
wedding which is to take
place on February 8. The
ceremonies for the wed-
ding will begin on January
18, the counsel for Sengar
said. Sengar's appeal chal-
lenging the trial court's
verdict in the Unnao rape
case is already pending in
the high court.

He has sought quashing
of the December 16, 2019
judgement of the trial
court which convicted him.
Sengar has also sought set-
ting aside of the December
20, 2019 order sentencing
him to imprisonment for
the remainder of his life.

The trial court had con-
victed Sengar under vari-
ous provisions of the IPC
including section 376 (2)
which deals with the of-
fence of rape committed by
a public servant who "takes
advantage of his official po-
sition and commits rape on
a woman in his custody as
such public servant or in
the custody of a public ser-
vant subordinate to him".
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Farmers during the ‘Kisan Garjana’ rally, organised by Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS), at Ramleela Maidan in New Delhi Monday.

Capital procurement proposals worth Rs 2.46 lakh
crore for armed forces approved in last 3 years: Govt

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts 
proceedings in the House during the ongoing Winter
Session of Parliament, in New Delhi, Monday.



Maritime piracy
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Lok Sabha
on Monday passed a bill
to make special provi-
sions for the repression of
piracy on high seas with
the government adding
life imprisonment along
with the provision of
death penalty for those
convicted of the crime.
Various amendments
moved by opposition
members were negated
and the bill was passed by
a voice vote. 

Bribery case
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI has
arrested a superinten-
dent of GST in Mumbai
for allegedly demanding
a bribe of Rs 10 lakh
from a businessman, offi-
cials said Monday. The
agency acted on a com-
plaint from scrap trader
Zakir Hussain Shah in
Mumbai who had alleged
that GST Superintendent
B Someshwar Rao had
demanded Rs 20 lakh
from him to settle 
liability of Rs 1.25 crore,
they said.

CS meet
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Ahead of the
Union Budget 2023-24,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
chair the ‘second
national conference of
chief secretaries’ in the
national capital next
month, a senior govern-
ment official said.
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New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):
The BJP has raised the
number of “difficult” Lok
Sabha seats it is eying to
win in the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls to 160 from 144, with
a big chunk of additions
coming from Bihar where
it is set to contest most of
the constituencies on its
own following its split
with the JD(U).

Its organisational lead-
ers assigned to spearhead
the drive in these seats
met party president J P

Nadda on Monday to take
stock of the exercise and
discuss the future road
map. With Bihar and
Telangana figuring high
on its expansion drive, the
BJP will also be holding a
two-day training meet of
its “vistaraks”, who are
each in charge of one of
these seats on a full-time
basis, in Patna and
Hyderabad, sources said.

The BJP lost most of
these seats, which are
from states across the

country, in 2019 but some
of its winning constituen-
cies also figure on the list
as the party believes that
they remain a challenge
due to local social and po-
litical factors. Seats like
Rohtak and Baghpat that
the BJP had won are
among these seats.

The sources said that
the Bihar meeting is on
December 21 and 22 while
the one in Hyderabad is
likely to be on December
28 and 29. Nadda is expect-

ed to address the meeting
via video-conference.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP and
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar-led Janata Dal
(United) contested 17 seats
each in Bihar. While the
BJP had won all of them,
the JD(U) also emerged
victorious in all but one
constituency. The six re-
maining seats were won
by another BJP ally Lok
Janshakti Party, then
headed by Ram Vilas

Paswan. While the BJP
meeting in Bihar is expect-
ed to focus on 90 seats, the
remainder 70 seats will be
on the agenda at the
Hyderabad exercise.

Key organisational lead-
ers, including general sec-
retaries Vinod Tawde, who
is in charge, and Sunil
Bansal, are among the BJP
functionaries supervising
the programmes where
general secretary (organi-
sation) B L Santhosh may
also be present, they said.

Alwar (Rajasthan), Dec
19 (PTI): Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Monday
urged BJP leaders criticis-
ing him to “open up shops
to spread love in the mar-
ket of hatred” as he was
doing through his Bharat
Jodo Yatra. Addressing a
rally here on the sidelines
of the Yatra, he also asked
each minister in the
Rajasthan Cabinet to un-
dertake a yatra once a
month across the desert
state to reach out to the
common people and re-
dress their grievances. He
accused the BJP leaders of
abusing him and spread-
ing hatred. On seeing
Congress workers give fly-
ing kisses to him, Gandhi
said he got distracted by

their gesture and said
even those atop BJP of-
fices wave back at him
after initial hesitation. He
said the Yatra has walked
for 100 days now and “on

the way sometimes I met
my dear friends who are
standing atop BJP offices,
who do not respond to my
waving but later they do”.
“I don’t hate them but I

stand by my ideology.
They ask me what I am
doing and their leaders
ask me why I am walking
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

Google, the world’s
most popular search en-
gine, is working on mak-
ing text and voice internet
search available in over
100 Indian langugages, its
India-born CEO Sundar
Pichai said on Monday.
Pichai, who is visiting
India, said the pace of
technological change in
the country has been ex-
traordinary and Google is
supporting small busi-
nesses and startups, in-
vesting in cybersecurity,
providing education and
skills training, and apply-
ing AI (Artificial
Intelligence) in sectors
like agriculture and
healthcare. “I’m here to
see progress being made

from our USD 10 billion,
10-year India Digitization
Fund (IDF), and share
new ways. We’re helping
to advance India’s digital
future at our Google for
India event. “That in-
cludes our efforts to build

a single, unified AI model
that will be capable of
handling over 100 Indian
languages across speech
and text - part of our glob-
al effort to bring the
world’s 1,000 most-spoken
languages online, and to
help people access knowl-
edge and information in
their preferred language,”
he wrote in a blog. “We’re
also supporting a new,
multidisciplinary centre
for responsible AI with

IIT Madras,” Pichai said.
This as part of Google
working to seize the op-
portunity in AI globally,
balancing the need to be
bold with innovation and
responsible in its ap-
proach.

“I’m excited to see the
ways India will contribute
to breakthroughs in AI
that could benefit over a
billion people in India,
and more around the
world,” he said.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

The National Medical
Commission (NMC) has
warned against the use of
stem cell therapy for
treating autism due to in-
adequate scientific evi-
dence on its efficacy and
said its promotion and
advertisement will be
considered as “profes-
sional misconduct”.

The Ethics and Medical
Registration Board
(EMRB) of the NMC said
more research needs to
be conducted and encour-
aged in terms of well-de-
signed double-blind ran-
domised controlled trials
to explore the safety and
efficacy of stem cell ther-
apy (SCT) in Autism

Spectrum Disorder
(ASD). The recommenda-
tions by a committee of
experts constituted by
the EMRB of the NMC to
examine the issues relat-
ed to prescription, recom-
mendation of adminis-
tration of SCT for ASD
have come following a
court order as their use
has become prevalent de-
spite there being not
much of scientific evi-
dence on its efficacy,
Yogendra Malik, EMRB
member told PTI.

National and interna-
tional guidelines, includ-
ing those by the ICMR,
are uniform in their con-
clusion that there is in-
sufficient evidence for
SCT in ASD. The guide-

lines do not recommend
it as a treatment for ASD
and call for more high-
quality research, the
committee said in its re-
port. Several experts in
the field have noted pre-
vailing unethical prac-
tice of offering SCT as a
treatment for ASD. They
have also expressed con-
cern and warned about
its indiscriminate promo-
tion, it said.

Five randomised con-
trolled trials/controlled
clinical trials of SCT in
ASD have so far been con-
ducted. The largest and a
well-designed double-
blind randomised place-
bo controlled study was
by Geraldine Dawson in
2020, the committee said.

New York, Dec 19 (PTI):

Twitter users voted
on Monday for Elon
Musk to quit as head
of the social media
giant in a poll the tech-
nology tycoon ran on
his future and prom-
ised to abide by its re-
sults.

A total of 57.5 per
cent voted “yes” after
the 51-year-old billion-
aire asked his 122 mil-
lion followers whether
he should stand down.
Over 17 million votes
were cast in the poll
that began on Sunday
evening and ended
early Monday morn-
ing with most respon-
dents voting in the af-
firmative, CNN report-
ed. Musk did not im-
mediately react to the
outcome of the vote.

He tweeted on
Sunday: “Should I step
down as head of
Twitter? I will abide
by the results of this
poll”.

“As the saying goes,
be careful what you
wish, as you might get
it,” Musk added in a
later tweet. In the past,
Musk has obeyed

Twitter polls. He’s
fond of quoting the
phrase “vox populi,
vox dei”, a Latin
phrase that roughly
means “the voice of
the people is the voice
of God”.

Since buying
Twitter for USD 44 bil-
lion and taking over as
the CEO in late
October, Musk, who
also runs Tesla and
SpaceX, has journeyed
from one controversy
to the next.

Musk also an-
nounced on Twitter
that major policy
changes would be
voted on moving for-
ward.

The poll comes as
Twitter says it will
shut down accounts
solely designed to pro-
mote other social
media platforms.

The measure would
also affect accounts
that link off to or con-
tain usernames from
platforms such as
Facebook, Instagram,
Mastodon, Truth
Social, Tribel, Nostr
and Post, the company
said in a tweet, the
BBC reported.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1199  ((PPTTII))::

The Supreme Court has
directed the Centre to follow
the reservation policy for
admission in research degree
programmes and recruitment of
faculty members at IITs as pro-
vided under the Central
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Teachers’
Cadre) Act, 2019. The top court
was hearing a plea filed by a
man named S N Pandey seeking
direction to the Centre and the
IITs to follow the reservation
policy with regard to admis-
sions in research programmes
and recruitment of faculty
members, claiming the guide-
lines were being violated. The
matter came up before a bench
of Justices M R Shah and C T

Ravikumar and it was informed
that the Central Educational
Institutions (Reservation in
Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019 stip-
ulates such reservation and it is
being implemented. “Counsel
appearing on behalf of the
respondent has pointed out that
now in view of the Central
Educational Institutions
(Reservation in Teachers’
Cadre) Act, 2019, the reserva-
tion is provided with respect to
all the Central Educational
Institutions including the IITs.
“The concerned respondents
are hereby directed to follow
the reservation and act as per
the reservations provided under
the Central Educational
Institutions (Reservation in
Teachers’ Cadre) Act, 2019,” the
bench said. The Act provides for

quotas in teaching positions in
central institutions for persons
from Scheduled Castes/Tribes,
socially and educationally back-
ward classes, and those from
economically weaker sections.
Pandey, in his plea filed through
advocate Ashwani Kumar
Dubey, had also sought direc-
tives for creation of a mecha-
nism for resolving harassment
complaints by students/schol-
ars related to research work
and to constitute a committee
of technical experts to review
the performance of the existing
faculty. 

He had sought cancellation
of the appointment of non-per-
forming faculty due to violation
of reservation norms and for-
mulation of a transparent
recruitment policy.

Elon Musk voted
out as Twitter boss
in poll he launched

BJP raises its target of win in ‘difficult’
Lok Sabha seats to 160 from 144

Rahul Gandhi to BJP leaders criticising him

‘In market of hatred, open up shops to spread love like me’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Monday strongly objected to
the use of the term “pitai”
(beating) by former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi while refer-
ring to the India-China clash in
Tawang, and asserted that our
soldiers have stood their
ground in Yangtse in Arunachal
Pradesh and should be “appre-
ciated and honoured”. There is
no problem with political criti-
cism of the government’s

actions, Jaishankar said, but
objected to “direct or indirect”
criticism of the soldiers guard-
ing the country’s frontiers. His
remarks during the debate on
the Anti Maritime Piracy Bill in
the Lok Sabha were in
response to Gandhi’s allega-
tions in Jaipur last week that
China had taken away 2,000
square kilometres of Indian
territory, killed 20 Indian sol-
diers, and was “beating our
jawans in Arunachal Pradesh”.

EAM Jaishankar objects to use of term ‘pitai’ for jawans

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar speaks in the Lok

Sabha during the ongoing
Winter Session of Parliament,

in New Delhi, Monday.

National Medical Commission warns against
using stem cell therapy for treating autism

‘Google building AI model to support over 100 Indian languages’

‘India will be big export economy; to 
benefit from open and connected internet’
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: India will be a big export economy and it needs to cre-
ate a balance between safeguarding citizens and enabling compa-
nies to innovate with its framework, Google CEO Sundar Pichai said
on Monday. Pichai said that the company is focussing on startups
from India and out of its USD 300 million for the startups, around
one-fourth will be invested in entities that are led by women.

SC directs Centre, IITs to follow
quota law in recruitment of faculty

Google CEO Sundar Pichai
speaks during the ‘Women
Will’ session at Google for

India Summit 2022, at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi, Monday.
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Bhilai, Dec 19: The Prize
distribution ceremony of
the Drawing/Painting for
BSP school students and
SAIL Story writing compe-
tition was held at Nehru art
gallery, Civic Centre on
December 19, 2022. MK
Rana, CGM (Contract Cell-
Works) from SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.

Rana in his address con-
gratulated the school stu-
dents for their stupendous
efforts, creativity and
urged everyone to work to-
wards a sustainable future
by using renewable energy.
Rana inaugurated an exhi-
bition of selected entries
from the competition in all

3 categories, which are dis-
played at Nehru Art gallery,
Civic Centre from
December 19-21, 2022.

The theme of the
Drawing competition was
'New India with Renewable
Energy'. The competition
was organized in 3
Categories , i.e., category A
for classes 3 to 5, category B
for classes 6 to 8 and catego-
ry C for classes 9 to 12.
Almost 300 students from
over 10 BSP schools partici-
pated in the competition
earlier.

Chanchal Bharti from
BIVV Sector - 11 Khursipar,
Dipti Verma from BSP
EMMS Sector - 5 and Mansi
Kumari Mandavi from
BIVV Sector - 11 Khursipar
won the 1st, 2nd and 3rd

prize respectively in
Category - A (Class 3 To 5).
Ritik Goswami from BIVV -
6, Gautami Lahre from
EMMS -7 and Rutuja
Nikam from EMMS - 6 won
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prize
respectively in Category B

(Class 6 To 8)while
Arunabha Kumar Das from
SSS-10, Meenakshi Sahu
from BSP SSS sector -10
and N Meghna from BSP
SSS sector 4 won the 1st,
2nd and 3rd prize respec-
tively in Category C (Class

9 to 12). A special prize
Judge's choice award was
given to A. Hannah from
EMMS V. Apart from this, 2
consolation prizes each in
all 3 categories were also
given away.

PR department jointly

with Bhilai Arts Club
with support of Education
department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant organ-
ized a Drawing/ Painting
competition for students
of BSP Schools under the
banner of 'Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav'. The competi-
tion was held on
December 11, 2022 at
Senior Secondary school,
Sector VII.

Jacob Kurian, GM (LA &
PR), Prashant Tiwari, GM
(PR), Shikha Dubey, GM
(Education), RJ Raju,
AGM (Education), PK
Nandi from Arts Club,
Bhilai, parents and
awardees from various
BSP schools were present
at Nehru art gallery dur-
ing the Prize distribution
ceremony. K Moses and
Lomas Sahu evaluated the
entries as Judges for the
competition giving weigh-
tage to originality of ideas
and concept.

SAIL organized a "SAIL
Swarna Jayanti Story

Writing Competition -2022''
to commemorate the
"Swarna Jayanti Year" of
SAIL since its incorpora-
tion on January 24, 1973.
The theme of the competi-
tion was 'SAIL's contribu-
tion in Nation building in
the last five decades.' 

MK Rana felicitated the
winners in Hindi lan-
guage; Dani Prasad
Sharma, ex-BSP employee
who secured the 1st prize
and Dr Kamlesh Gogia,
Associate Professor, MATS
university, Raipur who se-
cured the 2nd prize . The
competition was open to
any citizen of India includ-
ing employees of SAIL and
their families. Prashant
Tiwari, GM (PR) proposed
the Vote of Thanks.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1199::  MGM Senior
Secondary School , Sector - 6,
celebrated its 56th Annual Day -
ABHIVYAKTI on the theme -
Every Child Is Special, Let's
Empower Him/Her. The Chief
Guests on the occasion were Dr
Abhishek Pallava (IPS)
Superintendent of Police , Durg
District & RK Vij (IPS) Director
General of Police (Retired). The
Special Guests were SV
Nandanwar CGM in Town
Services and CSR and Vibha
Jha City Coordinator CBSE &
Jayesh CS Pai, Registar IIT
Bhilai. 

His Grace Alexios Mar
Eusebius, Manager Bishop and
Metropolitan of the Calcutta
Diocese presided over the en-
tire function and blessed one
and all with his gracious pres-
ence. The occasion was also
graced by Father Jacob
Thomas, Vice President of the
school; Father Shinu Cherian,
Assistant Vicar; KC Mathew,
Hon'ble Correspondent of the

School; Roy George, MGO
Cathedral Secretary; Dissiny
Varghese, Treasurer; School &
Church Managing Committee
Members & Parents. 

The function commenced
with the school prayer followed
by a welcome dance by the
school students and the tradi-
tional lighting of the lamp by
guests. This entailed the
sapling presentation and pin-
ning of badges. The welcome
speech was presented by
Elizabeth Anitha Rajan,
Headmistress First Shift &
Shiny Joseph Incharge IInd
shift, MGM School. 

The Honourable
Correspondent in his speech ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
meritorious students and stated
that even small appreciation
from the teachers can boost
their morale. Jacob Thomas ad-
dressed on the theme
Abhivyakti and said that all chil-
dren are genius in their own
way and must be given oppor-
tunity to grow, flourish and
show their talent. 

The Principal Father Dr BD
Tharakan presented the Annual
Report for the academic year
2021-22 in an interactive way
highlighting the achievement of
the students in academics,
sports and staged his vision for
the progress of the school. He
stressed on the importance of
Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy (FLN) and 21ST
Century Skills. He also men-
tioned about MGM Share and
Care-A Noble project for the fi-
nancially weaker students. 

Dr Abhishek Pallava elo-
quently addressed the gather-
ing with his view and inspired
one and all. He urged that par-
ents need to give time for their
children and also support them.
Children need inclusive educa-
tion not exclusive. 

He also added that we should
not become a critic but be a
teacher. RK Vij (IPS) in his ad-
dress opined on the role of
teachers in empowering child's
life. He also emphasized on NEP
2020 and its focus on moral val-

ues, ethics & equality in a stu-
dent's life. SV Nandanwar
stressed on the necessity of
overall development of children
and the merits of constructive
feedback. Dr Jayesh CS Pai ex-
pressed his views on the devel-
opment of a child in a society. 

The Annual Prize distribution
honoured the meritorious stu-
dents who had excelled in CBSE
Board Exam 2021- 22 . Elizabeth
Anitha Rajan, Beena Mathew,
Swapna E Chacko, Somy
Sajeev, Shantha John, Asha
Sujith, Mini Varghese, Jenny
John & Rossy S Thomas were fe-
licitated by the school manage-
ment for long service. 

The Cultural fiesta based on
the theme Abhivyakti 2022-
Every child is special, Let's em-
power him/her followed. The
celebration proved to be a plat-
form for the students to come
together & show their inherent
talents. The memorable func-
tion ended with the Vote of
Thanks by Richa Bijoria & Arti
Pandey followed by the
National Anthem.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: Bhilai
Maitri College Risali or-
ganised community
camp at village Dev
Baloda on December 17.
Several awareness pro-
grams were conducted in
this camp by B Ed
trainees. B Ed trainees
performed Nukkad
Drama which was fo-

cused on girls education,
environment cleanliness
and protest against
dowry system.

Students of Bhilai
Maitri College gave sever-
al messages through vari-
ous slogan during rally
that was conducted for
spreading awareness re-
garding the importance
of girls education, adult
education, child educa-

tion, neat and clean sur-
rounding health etc.

Directors of Bhilai
Maitri College appreciat-
ed teachers and students
for the success of this vil-
lage camp. Dr Surekha
Vinod Patil admired Dr
Shalini Verma, Sini
Karunanidhi ( Incharges
of village camp) and all
students for conducting
this purposeful camp.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: On
Monday, the residents of
Supela complained about
the sale of stale and con-
taminated food items in
some hotels and roadside
eateries. The denizens at
Collector Jandarshan
pointed out that some
street vendors and hotels
are not taking care of the
quality of food.

They are not paying full
attention to the purity of
water and the freshness of
food, due to which people
are falling sick. Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi di-
rected the corporation offi-
cials to take action regard-

ing the application. On
Monday, 84 applications
were received. Most of
these applications were re-
lated to revenue matters.
The Additional Collector
asked all the SDMs to take
effective action in these
matters and inform the ap-
plicants.

The relatives of the peo-
ple who died of Covid also
sought information about
the status of their applica-
tion. The Additional
Collector said that payment

of compensation will be
made to all the eligible ap-
plicants soon.

An application related to
road dividers in Indira
Market was also submitted
at Jandarshan. The appli-
cant stated that due to the
divider, the width of the
road has reduced consider-
ably which creates a situa-
tion of traffic jam. If the di-
vider is removed, many
problems can be solved.

Another applicant de-
manded extensive planta-

tion on the sides of the road
being constructed between
Ahiwara to Powerhouse.
He said that along with the
construction of this road,
greenery should be promot-
ed widely by planting trees
so that this industrial area
can also get a healthy envi-
ronment. In this regard, the
Additional Collector sent
an application to the PWD
officials and gave instruc-
tions to plant saplings in
sufficient numbers.

A cleanliness worker of
Navodaya Vidyalaya also
reached the Jandarshan.
He said that he works in
Navodaya Vidyalaya Borai
as a daily wage earner. On
Diwali, he went on leave
without prior information
due to which his services
were terminated. The em-
ployee sought his reinstate-
ment and submitted an ap-
plication in this regard.

Solar high mast lights to illuminate
ten wards of Vaishalinagar

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: With the
aim of promoting non-con-
ventional energy sources,
CREDA Energy
Department is making
continuous efforts in the
field of solar energy. Vijay
Sahu (Member CREDA
Raipur) had sent recom-
mendation for installation
of 10 nos solar high mast
lights through CREDA de-
partment for night light-
ing in various wards of
Vaishali Nagar assembly
constituency.

Out of these 10 wards,
bhoomipujan was per-
formed at 06 wards on 15th
December and at 04 wards
on 19th December. Vijay
Sahu was the chief guest
of the bhoomipujan pro-
grammes. Councilors and
ward residents were pres-
ent during the pro-
grammes.

This work was appreci-
ated by the ward residents
and they thanked CREDA
for promoting green ener-

gy in the cities.
Bhoomipujan has been

performed in Ward no 12
(Near Atal Awas), Ward no
13 (Mangal Bazar Kohka),
Ward no 34 (Durga Higher
Secondary School, Veer
Shivaji Nagar Camp-02)
and Ward no 35 (Yug
Nirman High School,
Sharda Para).

Vijay Sahu (Member
CREDA), Dharmaraj
Sharma (Chairman
Gandhi Vichar Yatra
Chhattisgarh), Nand
Kumar Kashyap
(Chairman, Block

Congress Committee
Supela Kohka), Rama
Vishwakarma (Chairman
Block Congress
Committee Camp), Girwar
Bunty Sahu (Speaker,
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai) and Anju Suman
Sagar Sinha (Councillor
Ward No 13), Santosh Nath
Singh (Councillor Ward
No 34), Engineer Salman
(Councillor Ward No 35),
TR Dhruv (District
Incharge, CREDA) and
ward residents of all con-
cerned wards were 
present.

Progress on sustainability indicators
to be visible on dashboard

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 19: The State
Planning Commission in
Chhattisgarh has prepared
a dashboard for monitor-
ing the progress of the in-
dices prepared by the UN
for sustainable develop-
ment till the year 2030.
Detailed information was
given to the officers in the
divisional level workshop
about the dashboard and
the district indicator
framework prepared for
monitoring. Officials of
the State Planning
Commission said that it is
easier to analyze through
data that to what extent the

departmental work being
done for sustainable devel-
opment is proving effective
within a district in com-
parison to the work being
done in other districts of
the state. With the help of
indicators, the review can
be done in a better way.
Officials said that for this
purpose, it is very impor-
tant that the departmental
officers keep improving
their work by observing
and reviewing the dash-
board. They must be more
aware in the matter of data
collection so that accurate
display of the ground situ-
ation can be done.

State Planning
Commission Secretary
Anup Kumar Srivastava

said that SDG (Sustainable
Development Goal), which
has been set by the UN, has
to be fulfilled by the year
2030. These goals are like a
marathon which is possi-
ble to achieve when the
planning is done with ac-
curate data. "We'll have
better tools to monitor our
goals.

The District Indicator
Framework has been pre-
pared by the State
Planning Commission in
collaboration with all the
departments, which was
released by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the
month of August this
year", he said. There are 82
types of indicators which
will be continuously moni-

tored by Collectors and
CEOs of the districts. It
will also have scoring and
ranking of districts so that
the results of the work at
the grassroots level can
also be displayed through
the dashboard.

District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan said
that the "District Indicator
Framework" prepared by
the State Planning
Commission is a very use-
ful framework, which is in
line with the global SDGs.
It will be helpful in effec-
tively implementing the
targets in the districts.
Through this framework,
we will get a beautiful plat-
form for better analysis of
data for monitoring. It will

prove to be an effective tool
for the administration.
The CEO directed all the
department heads to pro-
vide only concrete figures
for this in a time-bound
manner.

Dr Neetu Gourdia, Joint
Director, State Planning
Commission gave detailed
information regarding DIF
and SDG Dashboard and
the importance of data.
She answered the queries
of the participants. DPSO
DS Verma was also present
in the programme.

DIF indicators mainly
focus on social, economic
and environmental as-
pects; bringing progress
which is sure to lead to
socio-economic develop-
ment. Through the SDG
Dashboard, information
on progress against each
target will be received
quickly, due to which mid-
course correction, redistri-
bution of resources will be
ensured and effective im-
plementation of schemes
will be ensured.
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i State Planning
Commission holds
training on ‘District
Indicator Framework’
prepared for district
level monitoring of
Sustainable
Development 
Goal (SDG)

Bhoomipoojan performed for installation of lights

Citizens complain about sale of stale food items
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Bhilai, Dec 19: The
biggest ever job fair of
Durg district is going to
be organised on
December 21. Over 70
companies from across
the country are going to
participate in the fair
with 42000 vacancies.

This mega employment
fair will be inaugurated
at 10.30 am at
Government ITI Power
House and Livelihood
College Sector 6A
Market. More than 70 pri-
vate employers from dif-
ferent states of the coun-
try will participate in the
fair.

Giving more informa-

tion in this regard,
Deputy Director
(Manpower Planning)
Rajkumar Kurre said
that the mega employ-
ment fair is being organ-
ized as per the intention
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
under guidance of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena.

In this fair, the best em-
ployment prospects will
be ready for the youth
within Chhattisgarh and
also outside the state.
Kurre said that the deci-
sion to organize a mega
employment fair has
been taken at the state
level.

Under the guidance of

Director Employment
and Training Avneesh
Sharan, the departmental
officers contacted the em-
ployers of the state and
outside the state and pre-
pared the outline of this
program.

The mega employment
fair has jobs for every sec-
tor. Recruitments will be
made in the sectors of
Textile (Apparel),
Banking and Financial, IT
and IT Enabled Services,
BPO, Manufacturing,
Automobile and various
industries and service sec-
tor.

For detailed informa-
tion of vacancies, the can-
didates can click
bit.ly/Jobfair-application.

Only those applicants can
participate in the job fair,
who have previously sub-
mitted the application
through Google Form.
Detailed information
about vacancies can be
obtained from the dis-
trict's website or Google
link bit.ly/Jobfair-appli-
cation.

Applicants who have filled
the Google form can partici-
pate in the Mega Job Fair on
December 21. They shall
come with self-attested photo-
copies of all their educational
certificates, employment of-
fice registration sheet,
Chhattisgarh residence cer-
tificate, caste certificate and
Aadhaar card, passport size
photograph, etc.

70 employers from across the country
to provide more than 42000 jobs p 84 applications

submitted in
JandarshanMega Job Fair at Government ITI Power House and Livelihood College Sector 6 on Dec 21

Bhilai Maitri College organises Village
Community camp at Dev Baloda

MGM celebrates 56 th Annual Day 

Prize distribution of Drawing/Painting and SAIL Story writing competition held



SANTA’S DRESSES

With few days left for Christmas celebrations, the demand for Santa Claus dress is
high among young and road-side vendors have put up many hand-carts on main
roads.

State level committee meeting of

Health Department concludes

Raipur, Dec 19: A meeting
of the State Level
Committee constituted for
the implementation of the
health grant received
through the 15th Finance
Commission was held here
on Monday at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan under
the chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh Jain.
In the meeting, under the
15th Finance Commission,
for the financial year 2023-
24, the grant of Rs 355 crore
74 lakh received for state of
Chhattisgarh, was dis-
cussed in detail about the
construction and operation
plan of various infrastruc-
tures of the health depart-
ment. In the meeting, the of-
ficials of the health depart-
ment informed about 55

buildingless health centers
will be constructed with the
amount of health grant re-
ceived from the 15th
Finance Commission.
Health and wellness centers
of primary health centers in
about 1154 villages of the
state will be upgraded and
expenditure will be made
for the operation of 364
urban health and wellness
centers and 15 polyclinics
and for expansion of vari-
ous check-up facilities in
community health centers.
In this meeting organized
through video conferencing,
the Secretary of the Health
Department, R.K.
Prasanna, National Health
Mission, Director Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas Sandipan,
CGMSC Managing Director,
Mr. Abhijeet Singh and
other members of the State
Level Committee (SLC) were
present.

Rejuvenation of school buildings, Ashrams,
and student hostels soon

Raipur, Dec 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has given instructions for
preparing a special ac-
tion plan for the repair
and maintenance of
school buildings,
Ashrams, and hostels.
He has also instructed to
include government
buildings like the
Collectorate, Sub -divi-
sional and Tehsil Offices,

Police Stations, and other
places where most people
visit for their official
work in the action plan
for repair and mainte-
nance.

The Chief Minister
Baghel has asked the
Chief Secretary to pre-
pare a plan for the repair
and maintenance of gov-
ernment buildings in-
cluding educational insti-

tutions and to present it
in the upcoming cabinet
meeting. The Chief
Minister said that after
the formation of the new
state of Chhattisgarh, the
repairs of school build-
ings, Ashrams, and hos-
tels were not taken care
of, due to which a lot of
difficulties are surfacing
in teaching and learning
in schools. He has said

that before the start of
the next academic ses-
sion, the development, re-
pairs, and maintenance
work in schools,
Ashrams, and hostels
should be done. Similarly,
other government build-
ings that are frequented
by the common people for
official work also require
repair, maintenance, and
administration.

More than 30 applications received in ‘Janchaupal’
Raipur, Dec 19: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Bhure
heard more than 30 appli-
cations related to the prob-
lems and complaints of
people coming from far-
flung areas of the district
in ‘Jan Chapal’ held today.
The Collector directed the
concerned officers to dis-
pose of the applications re-
ceived in Jan Choupal
within the time limit.
Benefits of the schemes
must be within the reach
of common people on
time, he said, instructing

the officials to ensure
proper implementation of

all the government
schemes.

Deshbandhu School celebrates 
Pre-Golden Jubilee with grandeur

Raipur, Dec 19:
Deshbandhu English
Medium Higher
Secondary School, Raipur,
celebrated Pre Golden
Jubilee with grandeur,
merriment, and enthusi-
asm on Monday. The event
commenced with lighting
of the ceremonial lamp by
Mr Shishir Das, Principal
of the school. Children of
the school garlanded the
statue of Maa Saraswati.

A very thoughtful con-

ceptualisation of the func-
tion witnessed sponta-
neous participation of stu-
dents and their parents
with much enthusiasm.
Talented students por-
trayed the rich legacy the
school and enthralled the
audience with their dance
and song performances.
Students from class
Nursery to XII participat-
ed in the programme.
Dance and song competi-
tion was conducted in four

groups A, B, C, and D re-
spectively. Marigold won
the first prize in group A
and B, Rose won the first
place in group C and D.
The judges of the pro-
gramme were Usha
Sashidharan, Jhuma
Bose, C.S Dev, Meeta
Majumdar and Dr Nilesh
Channawar. The manage-
ment of the school con-
gratulated everyone for
the smooth conduct of the
function.

Munat alleges embezzlement 
of rice released by Centre 

Raipur, Dec 19: BJP
leader and former
Minister Rajesh Munat
has charged the Congress
government in
Chhattisgarh with deny-
ing the poor of their
rights. Public ration was
black marketed from gov-
ernment ration shops, he
alleged while addressing
a press conference here
today.

Raising the issue of
rice received by the state
from centre during
COVID situation Munat
said that said that the
amount of rice received
from the centre was not
distributed; rather a large
quantity of rice was em-
bezzled. Munat has now
asked for the full account
of the rice received by the
state from the Centre. He

said that the state had
also claimed to distribute
extra rice during the
Covid period.

Showing its sensitivity
towards the poor the
Government of India sent
rice for them during the
Covid period, he said,
adding that this is about 3
crore 80 lakh 61 thousand
540 quintals of rice in a
total of 33 months from
April 2020 to December
2022. The center gave this
complete ration to the
state, he said and added
that it had to be distrib-
uted to the people. He said
that 2 crore 29 lakh 80

thousand 711 quintals of
rice was distributed in
the state while quantity of
about 1 crore 50 lakh 80
thousand 829 quintals
was not distributed. No
one knows where this rice
has gone and no one
knows where it is kept, he
said adding that its cost is
Rs 5 thousand 127 crore.
Alleging irregularities in
such a huge amount of
rice he said that the stock
of ration was not audited
for 4 years. It is clear that
the stock audit was not
done so that major irregu-
larities do not come to
light, he alleged.

Ch’garh honoured at a national level once again

Raipur, Dec 19:
Chhattisgarh is creating a
unique identity in our na-
tion under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Under Baghel’s
leadership, work is being
done in the best way possi-
ble for the implementation
and monitoring of public
welfare schemes, and
Chhattisgarh has been re-
ceiving national level
awards continuously.

Chhattisgarh has bagged
another national award.
The “Mor Mayaru Guruji”
program of the

Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (CSCPCR)
has received the Silver
Scotch Award at the na-
tional level. This honor
was given during the grand
event held in the India
Habitat Center New Delhi
by the Scotch Foundation.
Anila Bhedia, Minister of
the Chhattisgarh,
President of State

Commission for Protection
of Child Rights.
Tejkunwar Netam received
the honour. On this occa-
sion, the Secretary of the
Commission Prateek
Khare and the member of
the Commission Puja
Khanuja were also present.

After receiving the hon-
our Anila Bhedia said dur-
ing her address that this
program has been started

with the aim to encourage
teachers to behave with
children in accordance
with the latter’s mindset.
She also congratulated the
Chhattisgarh Housing
Board and the Forest
Department of Balod for
receiving the award in the
felicitation ceremony.

She said that when one is
honored at a national level,
they are motivated to per-
form better. It is notewor-
thy that the National
Scotch Award is an ex-
tremely reputed honor that
is given only after qualify-
ing through seven phases
of a step-by-step process.
This award has been given
to the “Mor Mayaru
Guruji” program for inno-
vation in the category of
Women and Child Welfare

and in the field of child
protection.

Under the “Mor Mayaru
Guruji” program, children
are made knowledgeable
and aware while keeping in
mind the psychological im-
pact of teachers on them.
During the teacher-student
interaction or overall edu-
cation, there is a signifi-
cant effect of a teacher’s
character and personality
on children, and if this as-
pect of teaching is given
due importance, then it is
possible to protect the
rights of children by incul-
cating morality and
strength of character in
them.

The Commission has
trained about 2000 teachers
from various districts
under this program.

Embezzlement of 77 lakh:
Lecturer suspended

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 19: Major ac-
tion has been taken in the
matter of alleged embez-
zlement of Rs 77 lakh in
Bilaspur. While taking ac-
tion, the school education
department has suspend-
ed a lecturer who is al-
legedly involved in embez-

zlement of government
funds from the treasury.

Suspension order has
also been issued. The
District Education Officer
of Bilaspur and the
Principal of Beltara
Higher Secondary School
reached Ratanpur police
station this morning and
presented two separate

complaints against the
lecturer and clerk. Police
are registering FIR on the
basis of complaints.
According to the informa-
tion, the lecturer and
clerk, in connivance with
the treasury employees,
got Rs 77 lakh transferred
to their account on fake
bills.

GNY is proving to be helpful in fulfilling
various dreams of the villagers: CM

Raipur, Dec 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that Godhan Nyay
Yojana (GNY) has become
a source of additional in-
come for cattle herders, vil-
lagers, farmers and labor-
ers. In last two years since
the inception of GNY, an
amount of about Rs 380 cr
has been paid to the benefi-
ciaries of the scheme,
Gauthan committees and
women self-help groups.
This substantial amount
earned from cow dung has
turned out to be a boon for
people in rural areas, as it
is contributing towards ful-
fillment of their small-
small dreams. Chief
Minister was addressing a
virtual program organized
for transfer of funds to the

accounts of the beneficiar-
ies of GNY at his official
residence here on Monday.

In this programme, CM
made an online transfer of
Rs 5.99 cr to the accounts of
the beneficiaries of the
scheme. This includes Rs
4.41 cr paid in lieu of the
2.2 quintals of cow dung
procured from cattle
herders, villagers, farmers
and landless during the
fortnight from December 1-
15, payment of Rs 94 lakh
to the Gauthan commit-
tees, and an amount of
Rs.64 lakhs transferred as
dividend amount to the ac-
counts of women self-help
groups.

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Forest
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, Advisor to Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma,
Parliamentary Secretary
Shishupal Sori, MLAs
Sangeeta Sinha and Dr.

Laxmi Dhruv were also
present in the programme.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister said that during
Bhent-Mulaqat visit, the
villagers told him that they
are using the money re-
ceived against the dung
procurement for fulfilling
their needs. Many benefici-
aries told that they are
using the amount for their
children’s education, for
purchasing ornaments,
motorcycles, scooties and
developing agricultural
land etc. Chief Minister
said that the farmers have
donated more than 5 lakh
quintals of hay in
Gauthans on the appeal of
the state government.
Paddy harvesting work is
almost over in the state,
but still heaps of hay can
be found accumulated in
the fields of many farmers.
Arrangements should be
made to bring this hay

from the farms to the
Gauthans.

Chief Minister said that
the committees of our self-
supporting Gauthans are
purchasing cow dung from
their own funds. If we look
at the total amount paid
against the procurement of
cow dung for the last three
fortnights, the amount
paid by Gauthan commit-
tees is more than the pay-
ments made by the state
government. In the fort-
night from December 1 to
15, the self-supporting
Gothans of the state have
paid more amount in lieu
of dung procured as com-
pared to the Agriculture
Department. Out of Rs 4.41
cr paid to cow dung ven-
dors today, Rs 2.75 cr has
been paid by 4372 self-sup-
porting Gauthans from
their own resources and Rs
1.66 cr has been paid by the
Agriculture Department.

This is a major transforma-
tion. Baghel has instructed
the officers concerned to
make more and more
Gauthans self-supporting.
CM said that the Gauthan
committees, which are
seeking permission to con-
struct sheds in Gauthans,
should be given permis-
sion. So far cow dung
worth Rs 32.36 crore has
been procured by self-sup-
porting Gauthans.

While addressing the
program, Agriculture
Minister Ravindra
Choubey  said that
Gauthans have become the
centers of livelihood ori-
ented activities in villages.
Gauthans are being devel-
oped as Rural Industrial
Parks (RIPA), and with this
upgrade, the economic ac-
tivities here will be further
expanded. Our Gauthans
will prove to be milestones
for the development of vil-
lages. Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Director of Animal
Husbandry Department
Chandan Sanjay Tripathi,
Deputy Secretary
Agriculture Tulika
Prajapati were present in
the programme.
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Under 15th Finance
Commission

During COVID situation
by state govt

Ch’garh’s ‘mor mayaru
guruji’ prog received
the National Silver
Scotch Award

Nearly Rs 380 cr has
been paid to the benefi-
ciaries in two years

Officials directed to
make arrangements for
transportation of hay
from the fields to
Gauthans

CM transfers Rs 5.99 cr
online into the
accounts of the benefi-
ciaries

Dy. Secy. CMO suspended, judicial
remand extended for 14 days

Raipur, Dec 19: Accused
in the money laundering
and coal levy scam, the
Dy. Secretary in CMO
Soumya Chaurasia has
been suspended by the
state government. GAD
citing the ED’s press re-
lease has suspended her

last on Dec 15 and during
this suspension period
she will continue to get
allowances as per rules.

It was amidst strict se-
curity, Dy. CMO Soumya
Chourasia was produced
in the special court here
on Monday. At the same

time her judicial remand
has been extended fur-
ther and she was sent to
judicial remand for an-
other 14 days and now
she will be produce in the
court once again on
January 2, 2023.

It is notable here that
other four accused in-
cluding suspended IAS
Sameer Bishnoi, Sunil
Agrawal, Laxmikant
Tiwari and Sunil
Agrawal are already un-
dergoing judicial remand
and are in jail and would
be produced in the Court
on Jan 13, 2023. ED has at-
tached 91 properties of
above four and 21 proper-
ties of Soumya
Chourasia.

Pt. Sunderlal Sharma
Memorial theme Dec 21
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1199::  Pandit
Sunderlal Sharma Memorial
theme is being organized by the
Chhattisgarh Culture Council
under the auspices of the
Sahitya Academy. This program
will be held on Dec 21 at 5:30
pm in the Cultural Department
premises. The main speakers in
the program will be Ravi
Shrivastav from Bhilai, Jeevan
Yadu from Khairagarh, and Lalit
Mishra from Raipur. Nandkishor
Tiwari from Bilaspur will pre-
side over the event.
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Collector inspects RIPA under construction in Turenar
Jagdalpur, Dec 19:
Collector Chandan Kumar
inspected the rural indus-
trial park under construc-
tion at Turenar on
Monday. He inquired
about the identification of
economic activities to be
conducted in this campus
and its training. He told
the members of women’s
self-help groups (WSHGs)
engaged in economic ac-
tivities to involve other
members of their family
here and increase their
family’s income by con-
necting with this impor-
tant scheme of gover-
nance.

He said that full assis-
tance is being provided by
the government to
strengthen the economic
condition of the villagers,
whose benefits should be
availed by the villagers. He
said that Rural Industrial

Park is being constructed
in a very large complex at
Tourenar and in this the
people of the local
Panchayat will be provid-
ed maximum opportuni-
ties for economic activi-
ties. The Collector also in-
quired about the neces-
sary preparations made to

start the economic activi-
ties in the sheds allotted to
the departments. He also
directed the officers for
beautification of the cam-
pus. Similarly, Collector
Chandan Kumar also in-
spected the rejuvenation
work being done at Swami
Atmanand Excellent

English Medium School,
Dharampura. On this oc-
casion, Chief Executive
Officer of District
Panchayat Prakash Sarve,
Sub-Divisional Officer of
Public Works Department
Rajeev Batra along with
principal and teachers of
the school were present.

During the inspection,
the Collector gave instruc-
tions to edit the work
while providing grandeur
according to the dignity of
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School. He said
that keeping in mind the
needs of the teachers and
students, the work of reju-
venating the school should
be done so that the facility
of smart class is also avail-
able to the children here.
He also directed regarding
maintaining uniformity in
the campus. Speeding up
the construction of addi-
tional rooms being con-
structed here, instructions
were given to complete
them by the month of
March. In view of the
large number of children
enrolled in the school, he
also gave instructions for
construction of adequate
number of toilets.

Multidisciplinary National
Seminar at Mahant College

Raipur, Dec 19: A two
days multidisciplinary
National Seminar  was
held in Mahant
Laxminarayan Das
College on the topic enti-
tled “Emerging Trends of
Technology in Context of
Challenges to Education
and Research”. The day
one of the seminar was di-
vided into two technical
sessions and was presided
by   prominent academi-

cians, dignitaries and dele-
gates.

The occasion was
graced by   Prof Aruna
Palta, Vice Chancellor
Hemchand Durg
University, Raipur,
Pramod Dubey, Speaker in
Municipal Corporation,
Management Committee
member Ajay Tiwari,
President Shiksha
Pracharak Samiti, Anil
Tiwari, Secretary, Shiksha

Pracharak Samiti,
Principal Dewashish
Mukherjee, Prof Anjani
Shukla, Dilip Charanji.
The chief guest on this oc-
casion was Pramod Dubey.

Professor O.P.
Chandrakar, Principal
Govt. College Kurud
presided over the first
technical session. The re-
source persons were Prof.
TC Gupta, JYoganandam
CG  College, Raipur,
Sadhana Bagachi, re-
source persons ITM
University.

In his inaugural address
Pramod Dubey said that
technology runs our lives
and Artificial intelligence
has become an integral
part of our lives and will
play a significant role in
the future.

The second technical
session was chaired by
Prof Usha Kiran Agrawal
and the key Resource per-
son was Dr Gopal Krishna
Deshmukh, ITM, Pt RSU
Raipur. Prof Deshmukh
discussed about the role of
IT in research. Professor
Usha Kiran Agrawal em-
phasized on the ethical
way to conduct research.
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Raipur/ New Delhi,
Dec 19: The Supreme
Court has rejected the
petition against
Rajasthan government
to stop the development
of Parsa mine and
Hasdeo area in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Dismissing the petition
against this develop-
ment-oriented project,
the Apex court said,
they will not come in the
way of development.

Dismissing the inter-
im plea, a bench of
Justices BR Gavai and
Vikram Nath said, “we
do not want to come in
the way of development
and we are very clear on
this. We will determine
your rights under law
but not at the cost of de-
velopment. We will not
stop any project unless
the illegality is huge.”
The bench, in its order,
also clarified that pend-
ing several petitions
challenging land acqui-

sition for Parsa coal
block in Hasdeo Aranya
forest area of
??Chhattisgarh  stay,
shall not be treated as
any kind of restriction
against coal mining ac-
tivities. A hospital with
hundred bedded modern
medical facility pro-
posed by Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL), a power unit
of Rajasthan state at
Surguja., along with
this, the way has been
cleared to expand the
English medium school,
which provides free edu-
cation to tribals, from
tenth to twelfth stan-
dard.

Rajasthan govern-
ment’s RRVUNL is the
biggest contributor to
employment and CSR in
Surguja district and the
opening of its new mine
will further benefit the
local people. This news
is also a big deal for
Chhattisgarh because
due to the mines of
Rajasthan, the state
fund will also get thou-
sands of crores of rev-
enue for public welfare.

It is noteworthy that

due to afforestation and
local community devel-
opment programmes,
the Parsa block of
Rajasthan has emerged
as a model mine in the
coal sector of the coun-
try.

Despite having the
fifth largest coal re-
serves in the world,
India suffers from power
shortage. With solar
and wind power provid-
ing electricity only for a
few hours a day, coal will
remain a major source
of electricity for many
years to come. In such a
situation, due to the
movement of anti-devel-
opment elements and
fake cases in opening
coal mines, India has to
buy foreign coal at a
heavy cost instead of
getting its own cheap
from local employment.
Due to which electricity
prices are always getting
expensive. Chhattisgarh
and Jharkhand are the
major coal producing
states of the country.
Apart from this, coal is
produced in Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha as well
as in Maharashtra and
Bengal.

Civic action program organized
at 223 Battalion CRPF Penta

Konta, Dec 19: Under
the direction of DIG
(Operations) CRPF,
Sukma, Arvind Rai and
Commandant 223 CRPF
Battalion Naveen Kumar,
a Civic Action Program
was organized at G/223
Battalion CRPF Penta, in
which  Kul Prakash
Siddharth (D/C) and
Santosh Kumar (M/O). G
/ Company Commander
of 223 Battalion CRPF
Inspector / G.D.
Jagannath Daka,

Inspector / G. D. Kudan
Kishore, Inspector /G.
D.I. Sundar Murthy / 223
Battalion’s other subordi-
nate officers and jawans
distributed blankets,
solar lanterns, mosquito
nets, sarees and mango
plants to more than 200
villagers, elders, women
and children of Penta,
Nagalgunda, Kosaguda
and other nearby vil-
lages.

The villagers took part
in the civic action pro-

gram and during the pro-
gram the villagers were
informed about various
welfare schemes run by
the government and
women empowerment
and children were also
made aware. The vil-
lagers, women and chil-
dren who came to the
Civic Action Program
village also had tea and
snacks with the jawans of
G/223 Battalion and they
looked very happy and
excited.

Officers of Bastar participated in SLCWC meeting 
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Jagdalpur, Dec 19: The
state working committee
meeting of the BJP legal
cell was held at the
Kushabhau Thakre
premises of BJP’s state
office. Sapan Dewangan,
Naveen Thakur, Dinesh
Panigrahi, Jayprakash
Padhi, Yashwant Singh
Thakur attended the
meeting. BJP’s National

Vice President and for-
mer CM Raman Singh

addressed the State
Working Committee of

Law Cell.
Apart from this, for-

mer minister Rajesh
Munat, state in-charge
Nareshchandra Gupta,
state convenor of law cell
J a y p r a k a s h
Chandravanshi, co-coor-
dinator Sanju Pandey,
Gopal Dixit addressed.
The program was coordi-
nated by Brajesh Pandey.
State executive member
and district convenor co-
ordinator were also pres-
ent in the meeting.

CCTV cameras will be installed
in 14 police stations: Sundarraj

Jagdalpur, Dec 19: The
department is now going
to install CCTV cameras
in 14 police stations and 5
outposts of Bastar district.
With this camera, audio-
video evidence of com-
plaints against the police
will be available. The sys-
tem of this CCTV camera
will be connected to the
mobile of the police sta-
tion. Through which the
station in-charge will be
able to keep an eye on the
police station from any-
where.

According to the infor-
mation received, a success-
ful trial of installing such
cameras in the police sta-
tions has been done six
months back in the capi-
tal. The first CCTV cam-
era has been installed
after the trial at
Khahardih police station
in Raipur. The cameras to
be installed in police sta-

tions will be equipped
with hi-tech technology,
the recording of which
can be preserved for one
and a half years. For this,
a tender has been issued to
a company from the police
headquarters. Very soon
the process of its installa-
tion will be started.

Bastar IG Sundarraj P.
confirming this, he said
that such cameras will be
installed in all the police
stations of Bastar district.
This will bring trans-
parency in the working of
the police, as well as pre-
ferred action can be taken
on the complaints.

Collector instructs to speed
up the lifting of paddy 

Bemetara, Dec 19:
Collector Jitendra

Kumar Shukla, after
holding a meeting of the
rice millers of the dis-
trict, directed for early
lifting of the paddy
being purchased at the
support price. During
the meeting held in the
Collectorate meeting
hall, the Collector said
that the pace of collect-
ing paddy and deposit-
ing rice in the Civil
Supplies Corporation
and the Food
Corporation of India
after the DO cut is slow,
which should be expedit-
ed. Shukla instructed
both the agencies to de-
posit rice according to
the capacity of the rice

mill. Food Officer Nitish
Kumar Trivedi said that
143 DOs have been is-
sued to rice millers so
far. In this ratio, the per-
centage of paddy lifting
is less.

In the meeting, Deputy
Registrar Cooperative
Societies John Khalko,
District Marketing
Officer Ashutosh
Kosaria, District
Manager Civil Supplies
Corporation Alka
Shukla, Nodal Officer
District Cooperative
Central Bank Marya.
Durg District Bemetara
D.D. Dehre, Arvind
Verma including rice
millers were present.

SCs to get a reservation on the
basis of 2021 census: CM

Raipur, Dec 19:
“Chhattisgarh is speedily
moving on the path of devel-
opment by following the
path of truth, non-violence,
brotherhood, fraternity,
equality, and harmony as
preached by Baba Guru
Ghasidas”, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said while
addressing the public in the
program organized at
Lalpur Dham of Lormi de-
velopment block under
Mungeli district on the
birth anniversary of Baba
Guru Ghasidas. He said that
a provision had been made
to give 13 percent reserva-
tion to Scheduled Castes
(SCs) according to the pres-
ent population. He demand-
ed that the Government of
India should conduct the
2021 census soon so that ac-
cording to the new census,

reservations will be provid-
ed to the Scheduled Castes
immediately. In the pro-
gram, the Chief Minister
announced an amount of
Rs1 cr for the development
of Lalpur Dham.

In the program organized
at Lalpur Dham, Chief
Minister Baghel worshiped
‘Joda Jaitkham’ which is
the symbol of ‘faith and be-
lief ’ of the Satnami commu-
nity and the temple, and
wished for the happiness
and prosperity of the state.
Congratulating the people
on the occasion of Baba
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti, he
said that Baba Guru
Ghasidas has preached to
follow the path of truth and
state government is follow-
ing the same path. His mes-
sage of social harmony is

still relevant today.
He further said that the

present Chhattisgarh
Government has strength-
ened the state economy.
Farmers are earning a fair
price for their hard work.
Their agriculture loans and
irrigation taxes have been
waived off. The minor forest
produces along with Urad,
Moong and Arhar are being
procured on support price.
The procurement price of
sugarcane has been in-
creased which has strength-
ened the economic condi-
tion of the farmers. To
strengthen the education
and health sector of the
state, Rs.1 thousand crore
has been approved for the
repair of dilapidated and re-
pairable schools and other
government buildings, and

Rs.1200 crore has been ap-
proved for the strengthen-
ing of technical education.
He further said that follow-
ing Babaji’s message to
‘serve humanity’, the state
government has provided
free ration for three months
to those living below the
poverty line during the
lockdown.

Addressing the public at
the program, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahariya said,”
We have to follow the path
preached by Baba Guru
Ghasidas, only then the
state of Chhattisgarh will
move forward. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel has promoted the
tradition and culture of
Chhattisgarh and has main-

tained social harmony”.
“Chief Minister performed
Bhumi Pujan for the estab-
lishment of Guru Ghasidas
Shodh Peeth and Museum
in Nava Raipur and for pro-
viding national level coach-
ing facilities to the meritori-
ous students of Scheduled
Castes for competitive ex-
aminations. These estab-
lishments will help the
youth to move forward in
their career.” he further
added. Parliamentary
Secretary Rashmi Ashish
Singh, former minister, and
Mungeli MLA Punnulal
Mohle, Lormi MLA
Dharamjeet Singh, and
President of Bandhwa ‘s
Satnam Kalyan Samiti
Gautia Phanishwar Patle
were present and they ad-
dressed the public.

CM demanded to 
conduct the 2021 
census at the earliest

Baghel participates in
the ‘Guru Parv Mela’
organized at Lalpur
Dham

Announces Rs.1 cr for
the development of
Lalpur Dham

SC gives go ahead to Rajasthan’s

mining project in Hasdeo
Says it will not come 
in the way of develop-
ment

Rani Virdi
Raipur: Rani Virdi, Ro

Faffadih Lane
N o . - 4 ,
breathed her
last here on
Monday. She

was 89. She was moter
of PRO RDA and rela-
tive of Dr Parvinder
Hanspal.

OBITUARY

Raipur, Dec 19: A delega-
tion of PCC Chhattisgarh
in which Adivasi
Congress district presi-
dent Bhavani Singh
Markam was also a mem-
ber met Maharashtra PCC
president  Nanabhau
Patole in Nagpur on
Monday. Markam ap-
prised Patole about the
achievements of state gov-

ernment. Patole congrat-
ulated Markam for
party’s win in
Bhanupratappur by-elec-
tion  and HP Assembly
elections. Those present
on the occasion were
Shakil Ahmed and
Prakash Sharma from
Nagpur, Ghanshyam
Vishwakarma from
Rajnandgaon and others.

Adivasi Congress meets PCC Maha president

By holding a meeting
with rice millers

And 5 outposts of
Bastar district
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Bijapur, Dec 19: DEO BR
Baghel conducted surprise
inspection of HS School,
Boy's School and POTA
Cabin in Bedare and gave
necessary instructions to
the Principal Bedre, all
teachers and
Superintendent of
Ashram to ensure all nec-

essary arrangements for
studies of children. First
he held talks with the
teachers and then checked
the learning level of chil-
dren and gave guidance to
all children and teachers
to increase their learning
level. Baghel informed
that it is education only
which can provide us bet-
ter life and therefore edu-
cation is must. Further
speaking to students ap-
pearing in Board exams,

he asked them to remain
stress-free during exams
and for this he explained
to them importance of
time-management.

He cited that just like
food is good for body's
health, in the same way
doing physical exercise is
also equally important.
Bahgel also inquired
about problems being
faced by students and as-
sured them to fulfill the
same at the earliest.

Urchins and rag pickers enrolled to school
Central Chronicle News

Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Dec 19: In
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district, the dis-
trict administration is run-
ning Bal Jatan Abhiyan
and it is gradually gaining
momentum to improve the
future of garbage pickers,
orphans and destitute chil-
dren by connecting them
with education.

Under this campaign,
under the guidance of
District Collector P.S Dhruv,
on 16th December, 12 chil-
dren were duly enrolled in
school, from Bhains Dafai,
Mahua Dafai, Tikrapara
Indira Nagar area of
Chirmiri Municipal
Corporation area.
Expressing his gratitude to
the Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, Collector
Dhruv and the officials of
the district administration,
he said that for the first
time the administration
has shown so much sensi-
tivity towards the educa-
tion and future of the chil-

dren of the poor. It is note-
worthy that in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district, Bal
Jatan Abhiyan has been
started from last 19th
November, not even a
month has passed since the
start of this campaign, that
the district administration
has enrolled 15 nomads and

15 rag pickers in schools
and initiative is being taken
to connect voluntary and
social organizations with
this campaign. For this, the
process of giving priority
employment to the people
of such families has also
been started by the
Corporation Commissioner
through the activities con-

ducted in SLRM Center and
Multiactivity Center.
Kumari Khushboo,
Rakesh, Mukesh, Kumari
Muskaan, Kumari Jyoti,
Abhay Kumar, Piyush,
Kumari Manisha were
given admission. District
administration officials
and teachers were present
on the occasion.

Arpit cites importance 
of tourist sites in GPM
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Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Dec 19: The YC
leader Arpit Rai met the
Tourism Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu in con-
text of tourism sites in the
district.

Arpit informed him
there is 'Sonkund Manas
Teerth sthal' in
Sonbacharwar in GPM
disrict and 'Laxman Ghat'
in Gram Panchayat
Pithampur and Jhojha wa-
terfall in Gram Panchayat
Bamhani and all these are
centre of attraction for the
tourists.

The faith of people at
'Sonkund Manas Teerth' is
spread all over the state
and country and it holds

its own importance right
since 'Sanatan' period.
Similarly 'Laxman Ghat' of
Pithampur according to
historical beliefs and sto-
ries has got connections
with 'Tretayug Ramyug'
and 'Ojha waterfall' always
has natural beauty
throughout the year.

But with no facilities at
the above three tourist
sites in GPM district and
not being included under
the state's list of tourist
sites in Chhattisgarh, have

failed to get due recogni-
tion and have less of popu-
larity. On its inclusion in
the list of main tourist site
attractions of
Chhattisgarh, these places
will have its own impor-
tance and would increase
in arrival of tourists.

In return Tourism
Minister Sahu assured the
YC leader to include the
same and write letter in
this regard to MD
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board for the same.

64th meeting of the ROLIC concludes
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 19: The
quarterly meeting of the
Regional Official
Language Implementation
Committee(ROLIC) was
held on Monday under the
chairmanship of Alok
Kumar, General Manager,
South East Central
Railway. Heads of all the
departments of Zonal
Office, Additional
Divisional Railway
Managers of Divisions
and Chief Factory
Managers from factories
participated in this meet-
ing. This meeting was held
for the quarter ending
September-2022.

In the meeting the use
and progress of the offi-
cial language in official
work in the concerned
quarter was discussed ac-
cording to the agenda set
by the Railway Board.
Additional Divisional

Railway Manager, Raipur
Lokesh Vishnoi was
awarded the Railway
Board's Silver Medal for
the year-2020 for his spe-
cial contribution to the of-
ficial language.

Addressing the meeting
, the Chairman and
General Manager of the
Regional Official
Language Implementation
Committee said that this is
an important meeting and
it would be worthwhile to
implement the concept of
e - book to create aware-
ness among the personnel
about the use of official
language, where through
desktop or mobile Books
can be read easily.

It should start from the
headquarters. If readers
want to read technical
books, literature and short
stories etc., then it will be
possible to read them
through e-library. In this
way, one e-book will get the

benefit of reading by the
readers of many libraries
of the railway.

The General Manager
further said that after re-
ceiving the suggestions re-
ceived from all the circles,
a master list should be pre-
pared and designed for the
e-library so that it would
be easy to find and read
books. Throwing light on

other items, he said that
the targets set for the
progress of the official
language are prepared
keeping many things in
mind, but after achieving
the target, do not stop
there, but keep trying to
move forward from it.
Where there is a difference
in the percentage of tar-
gets in 'A ' , 'B ' and 'C ' re-

gions, follow 100%. To in-
crease the work through
dictation, more and more
workshops should be or-
ganized so that junior offi-
cers can be easily disposed
of quickly.

At the beginning of the
meeting, Chief Official
Language Officer and
Chief Factory Manager
Amitav Chaudhary while
congratulating all the
members including the
Chairman, underlining
the essential items of the
meeting, writing 100%
original correspondence,
giving maximum answers
to the letters received in
English and Section 3( 3)
Emphasized on 100% com-
pliance of the documents.
Senior Official Language
Officer conducted the
meeting while presenting
the agenda in the meeting
and at the end of the meet-
ing thanked the Chairman
and all the office bearers.

DEO conducts surprise
inspection of Schools

Newly constructed water tank 
and children’s park in ruins
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Dongargarh, Dec 19:
Newly constructed water
tank and children's park is
in ruins, here in the region
due to the gross negli-
gence of the ward coun-
cilor and departmental
staff of the municipality.

Same way residents of
Ward No. 8 have been fac-
ing the problem of drink-
ing water for the past sev-
eral months and there is a
lot of indignation among
the residents of the ward
for ignoring the com-
plaints made by the ward
residents several times re-
garding the entertainment
of the children and the
drinking water problem
that has worsened.

According to the infor-
mation received, the water
tank and garden were con-
structed in 2020 in ward
number 8 Chirpani ward
keeping in mind the major

problems of the residents
of the ward. But the resi-
dents of the ward could
not use this water tank
built after spending lakhs
of rupees even for one

year and the water tank
and the garden are seen in
a completely dilapidated
condition.

Ward residents have
complained about these
major problems many
times to Ward Councilor
Alka Jai Sahare and
Municipal Officer, but till
now no solution has been
found. Meanwhile
Councilor Alka Jayesh
Sahare said that the taps
in the water tank and the
materials in the garden
have been damaged by
anti-social elements,and
the problem will be
changed and arranged as
soon as possible. The
problem will be solved by
inspecting the site - CMO
CMO Pramod Shukla

Grand Satnam Shobhayatra organized
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Arang, Dec 19: Like
every year in Arang
Nagar, a huge procession
was organized in Arang
Nagar on Thursday in
honor of the 266th birth
anniversary of Saint
Shiromani Baba Guru
Ghasidas Satnami Samaj
Bhawan in Development
Block Arang.

The procession started
from the newly construct-
ed Minimata Bhawan
under the leadership of
seven saints and Dharma
Guru Khushwant Saheb
and in the presence of
Minister Dr. Shivkumar
Daharia and Shakun
Dahria.

The chief guest of the
program Dr. Shivkumar
Daharia addressed the so-
ciety and he appealed to

the society to serve their
home, family, society, state
and country by following
the path told by Baba
Guru Ghasidas and told
the need to take the society
further towards educa-
tion. Minister Dr.
Shivkumar Dahria also in-
augurated the newly con-
structed Minimata
Bhavan at a cost of Rs.

1,00,000 and also an-
nounced bore mining for
boundary wall and drink-
ing water.

On this occasion promi-
nently Dr. Ghanshyam
Tandon, Dr. Vishnu
Bhardwaj, Kishan
Bhardwaj, Girdhar
Koshale, Durga Rai,
Azuram Vanshe, Sanjay
Chelak, Yashwat Tandon,

Pushpa Pintu Kurre,
Vikas Tandon, Hriday Lal
Jangde, Anil Sonwani,
Devraj Jangde , Bedram
Khunte, Ganesh Bandhe,
Kishan Bhardwaj, Jhanak
Awade, Tikeshwar Gilhare
and thousands of women,
men, youth, children, eld-
ers and saints of the
Satnami community were
present.
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p Urges tourism
Minister to include 
it in list of tourism
sites of Ch’garh

p In Gram Bedare

ADRM Raipur Lokesh Vishnoi awarded the Railway Board’s Silver Medal for the year 2020

‘De-addition’ rally
taken out by students

KKoorriiyyaa,,  DDeecc  1199::  On occasion of
Guru Ghasdas Jayanti, under
guidance of Collector VK
Langeh, a rally was taken out on
'de-addiction day' from District
Hq's Baikunthpur to Prembag
Mandir premises to SECL
Chowk, Tehsil office road to
Ramanuj Pratap Singh Deo HS
School, and upto Mini-Stadium.
In this rally the School students
carried placards highlighting im-
portance of de-addiction and
'no-intoxication' and its bad ef-
fects on health. Apart from this
they also highlighted about de-
veloping state, creating a
healthy atmosphere in one's
house, having good amount of
savings, keeping environment
healthy and clean and about
harmful effects of taking any
form of intoxication and got an
affidavit filed by all those pres-
ent. On this occasion the officers
and employees of the district ad-
ministration were present.

ABVP workers 
distribute blankets

to forest people
PPaannddaarriiaa,,  DDeecc  1199::  The workers of
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) distributed blan-
kets to members of forest families
in forest area of the region. In this
series on Sunday, ABVP workers
distributed blankets to families in
Gram Bhelki, Diwan Patpar forest
locality on MP-CG border. ABVP
convener Tushar Chandravanshi
informed that services to humani-
ty is the best service and ABVP is
working with the same goal in its
mind. This is having remarkable
effect on the society. The workers
of ABVP include students and this
in turn generates feeling of empa-
thy and services to the needy
among them. Kabirdhaam is a for-
est area and the temperature dips
here very low and therefore the
ABVP workers distributed blan-
kets to forest people in remote
forest area. In this blanket distri-
bution, the residents of Bhedali,
Bhaluchua and ABVP district con-
venor Tushar Chandravanshi,
District ST secretary Sachin
Dhurve, Rajesh Panaria, Shesh
Narayan Chandravanshi, Taman,
Khemlal, Jai Mahilage, Ajay
Nishad, Birbal Sahu and others
were present.
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With increased green cover, Telangana forests
rolling out red carpet to tigers from Maha

Hyderabad, Dec 19 (PTI): 

With habitat improve-
ment works, increased
green cover and prey base,
forest areas of Telangana
bordering Maharashtra are
rolling out the red carpet to
tigers in recent times.

According to Telangana
Forest Department officials,
there are increased in-
stances of tigers moving
into the state in recent years
from Maharashtra even as
there has also been a rise in
the population of the big
cats in the state.

The officials cite, besides
better green cover and prey
bases, spillover population
of tigers from Tipeshwar
and Tadoba (reserves) in
Maharashtra among the
factors for migration of the
tigers into wildlife areas of
the state and Kagaznagar
Forest division in
Kumaram Bheem Asifabad
district in particular.

The officials further said
a few of them are also mak-
ing Telangana forests their
home.

The officials said they are
developing a lot of grass-
lands due to which herbi-
vore population is growing

and there has been an in-
crease in tiger and leopard
population also in the state.

A team of the National
Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA), which
took up evaluation of the
Kawal Tiger Reserve (KTR)
and Amrabad Tiger Reserve
(ATR) in Telangana last
month had appreciated the
good work being taken up in
the KTR corridor area like
habitat improvement works
including development of
water sources and grass-
lands and said it gives an
impression that Telangana
state has laid a red carpet
for migrating Tigers from
Maharashtra, forest offi-
cials pointed out.

Kawal Tiger Reserve
(KTR) corridor in the state
has a notified way connect-
ing Kawal to other tiger re-
serves in Maharashtra.

“There has been a rise in
the number of tigers mov-
ing into the corridor area.
So this has a good forested
area and good prey base like
spotted deer and sambar
and other animals and is
suitable as a tiger habitat.
And then we have spillover
population of tigers from
Tipeshwar and Tadoba

where their population is
increasing and the excess
population is now slowly
moving towards
Kagaznagar in search of
territory,” a senior Forest
Department official told
PTI.

“We try to provide all
suitable habitats for the mi-
grating tigers like grass-
lands, water bodies, and
then prey animals and also
protection. We will try to
give as much support as
possible with the idea that
they should become resi-
dents here,” the official ex-
plained.

Around eight tigers are
moving in the corridor
area, which is slightly high
this year when compared to
previous years, the official
said adding they come and
some stay back and some
may tend to go back and
then they make an appear-
ance again.

“In the last five to six
years we have seen that the
tigresses have given birth in
our area,” he said. Now
movement of tigers is also
reported from new areas—
Eturnagaram, Kinnerasani,
Pakala and neighbouring
areas, the official said.

Punjab govt opens first sales 
centre for sand, gravel

Chandigarh, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The Punjab govern-
ment on Monday opened
its first sales centre in
Mohali for selling sand
and gravel to people at
government rates with
mines and geology min-
ister Harjot Singh Bains
saying that it is the AAP
government’s commit-
ment to make construc-
tion material available at
affordable rates.

Bains, in another deci-
sion, said his depart-
ment will impose a fine
of Rs 2 lakh if anyone
found carrying construc-
tion material which was
extracted illegally.

Addressing the media
on this occasion, Bains
pointed out that middle-
men who are into stor-
age of building material
and some transporters
were creating scarcity of
the construction materi-
al and selling it at Rs 60
to 80 per cubic feet.

“We have found a solu-
tion to it,” said the min-
ister while referring to
the opening of the gov-

ernment-owned sales
centre. “We have 2 lakh
metric tonne of supply
at this centre and people
can purchase at the gov-
ernment rates.

One can buy the con-
struction material at Rs
28 per cubic feet, he said.

However, he pointed
out that as the supply of
mining material increas-
es in future, the rate of
sand and gravel will be
supplied in the range of
Rs 15-16 per cubic feet.
He said with the opening
of this centre, the loot of
people at the rate of Rs
70 to 80 per cubic feet
will not take place.

“It is our endeavour
that such centres will be
opened in each district
in the state in coming
days,” said the minister.
Development authorities
in the state have been
asked to provide land for
opening of such centres
in the state.

The initiative will also
help in forcing those
who sell sand and gravel
at high rates to reduce
their prices, the minister

said.
The minister, mean-

while, claimed that 90
per cent of illegal min-
ing has been stopped in
Punjab.

He, though, said there
may be some stray inci-
dents in the night and in
which FIRs have been
lodged.

Bains said the depart-
ment has now decided
that a fine of Rs 2 lakh
will be imposed if any
truck carrying construc-
tion material which was
extracted illegally.

If the fine is not de-
posited within two
weeks, then the im-
pounded vehicle will be
auctioned to recover the
fine, he said.

He also slammed the
previous government
over the issue of illegal
sand mining, claiming
that lakhs of metric
tonne of sand was being
sold in an illegal manner.

Bains said, “the
Punjab and Haryana
High court banned min-
ing operations in the
state on November 10.”

But the minister did not
clarify the reason behind
the high court’s order.

However, the state gov-
ernment after arranging
sand and gravel from
outside of the state has
been daily supplying
90,000 MT of construc-
tion material in Punjab,
Bains added.

The AAP government
earlier had come under
fire from the Opposition
over the high rates of the
construction material in
the state.

The Punjab govern-
ment in August amended
the 2021 sand and gravel
mining policy to fix the
rates of sand at Rs 9 per
cubic feet and also the
maximum retail price of
gravel at Rs 20 per cubic
feet, excluding trans-
portation charges.

The illegal sand min-
ing was among key is-
sues in the 2022 state as-
sembly polls and the
Aam Aadmi Party tar-
geted the previous gov-
ernment over the issue
during the poll cam-
paign.

‘Upper primary attendance in

J’khand schools down to 58%’
Ranchi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Following the pandemic,
attendance of students in
Jharkhand schools
dropped to 58 per cent at
the upper primary level
and 68 per cent at the pri-
mary level, according to a
report prepared by econo-
mist Jean Dreze.

The report, prepared on
the basis of a survey con-
ducted in 138 state-run
schools across 16 districts
of the state, stated that 53
per cent of teachers admit-
ted that students have for-
gotten how to read and
write after the schools re-
opened following the pan-
demic.

“The survey showed
that underprivileged and
tribal children were left
abandoned by the
Education Department.
The schools were closed
for two years but nothing
was done for them. The on-
line education during the
period was just a joke as 87
per cent of students in
government schools had

no access to smart-
phones,” Dreze said.

Jharkhand Education
Project Council (JPEC) di-
rector Kiran Kumari Pasi
told PTI that the learning
abilities of students, and
attendance in schools have
declined after the pandem-
ic.

“I don’t want to com-
ment on the survey as I
haven’t seen it. But, it is a
fact that the learning abili-
ties of students and atten-
dance in schools have de-
clined after the pandemic.
We have taken various ini-
tiatives — from promoting
sports to recreation activi-
ties — to bring students
back to schools. The situa-
tion is improving now,”
she said.

JPEC is an autonomous
body set up by the
Jharkhand government
for universalisation of pri-
mary education. While

classes 1 to 5 form primary
level of education, classes
6 to 8 comprise upper-pri-
mary level.

The survey — ‘Gloom in
the Classroom: The
Schooling Crisis in
Jharkhand’ — conducted
by Bharat Gyan Vigyan
Samiti (Jharkhand) also
found an acute shortage of
teachers.

Only 20 per cent of
upper-primary schools
and 50 per cent of primary
schools have a teacher-stu-
dent ratio of less than 30,
as prescribed under the
Right to Education Act
(RTE), the report prepared
by the Belgian-born econo-
mist along with re-
searcher Paran Amitava
stated. Out of the 138
schools surveyed for the
report, 20 per cent had a
single teacher, it said.

At 55 per cent, para-
teachers accounted for the
majority of teachers at the
primary level in these
schools. At the upper-pri-
mary level, the figure was
37 per cent, it added.

1971 India-Pakistan War

Jodhpur/New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Bhairon Singh Rathore,
a BSF veteran of the 1971
India-Pakistan war whose
bravery at Rajasthan’s
Longewala post was por-
trayed by actor Suniel
Shetty in the Bollywood
movie ‘Border’, died in
Jodhpur on Monday.

He was 81.
“The braveheart took his

last breath at AIIMS,
Jodhpur, today. DG BSF
and all ranks condole the
passing of Naik (retd)
Bhairon Singh, Sena
Medal, the hero of the
Longewala battle during
the 1971 war. BSF salutes
his intrepid bravery,
courage and dedication to-
wards his duty,” the force
said in a tweet.

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
expressed grief over his
death. “Naik (retd)
Bhairon Singh Ji will be re-
membered for his service
to our nation. He showed
great courage at a crucial

point in our nation’s histo-
ry. Saddened by his passing
away. My thoughts are with
his family in this hour of
sadness. Om Shanti,” Modi
tweeted. Shah, in his
Tweet, remembered his
meeting with the war hero
during his visit to
Jaisalmer in December last
year, saying the “tale of his
bravery will keep motivat-
ing the future genera-
tions.” Rathore’s son Sawai
Singh told PTI on Saturday
that his father was admit-
ted to the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) at
Jodhpur on December 14,
two days before the 51st an-

niversary of the war, after
his health deteriorated and
his limbs got affected in
what seemed like a paraly-
sis. “Doctors told us that
my father possibly suffered
a brain stroke. He was in
and out of ICU over the last
few days,” Singh said. The
Rathore family lives in
Solankiatala village, about
100 km from Jodhpur. A
BSF spokesperson said
Bhairon Singh Rathore’s
body has been taken to a
training centre of the force
in Jodhpur where a wreath
laying ceremony will be
held on Tuesday after
which the cremation will
be conducted in his village
with full military honours.

Rathore was deployed at
the Longewala post in the
Thar desert of Jaisalmer,
commanding a small BSF
unit of six to seven person-
nel that was accompanied
by a 120 men company of
the Army’s 23 Punjab regi-
ment. It was the bravery of
these men that decimated
an assaulting Pakistani
brigade and tank regiment

at this location on
December 5, 1971.

He received the Sena
Medal in 1972 for his gal-
lant action. Posted with the
14th BSF battalion during
the war, Bhairon Singh
Rathore retired from serv-
ice as a Naik in 1987. BSF
records about the
Longewala battle state,
“When one of the 23
Punjab boys was killed,
Lance Naik Bhairon Singh
took his light machine gun
and inflicted heavy casual-
ties on the advancing
enemy.” “It was only their
courage and determina-
tion to do or die that won
the day and Lance Naik
Bhairon Singh became a
great inspiration to his
other comrades on the
post,” official records state.
Actor Suniel Shetty, who
essayed Bhairon Singh
Rathore’s bravery in the
1997 movie ‘Border’, paid
tributes on Twitter. “Rest
in power Naik Bhairon
Singh Ji. Heartfelt condo-
lences to the family,” he
tweeted.

Admin proposes ‘Shukpa’ and
‘Tsersnon’ as state tree, flower

Leh/Jammu, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The Ladakh administra-
tion has proposed Bhoti
‘Shukpa’ and Bhoti
‘Tsersnon’ as the state tree
and state flower of the
union territory of Ladakh,
officials said. The pro-
posed state tree and state

flower for the union terri-
tory of Ladakh are placed
in the public domain for
suggestions and com-
ments from experts and
the general public by the
committee constituted for
the purpose, Chairperson
State tree and flower com-
mittee, Dr Padma Gurmet
said. After the detailed de-
liberations, the experts
suggested Juniperus poly-

carpos (Shukpa) as the
state tree and Meconopsis
aculeata (Tsersnon) as the
state flower of Ladakh, Dr
Gurmet said.

Before submitting the
final proposal for ap-
proval, the panel has
sought views and sugges-
tions of the general public
and experts before
January 7 next year,
Chairperson said.

Keralites celebrate
Argentina’s WC final win

Thiruvananthapuram/
Kochi, Dec 19 (PTI): The
streets of Kerala resem-
bled that of Argentina on
Sunday night when the
Latin American nation
lifted the football World
Cup in Qatar after a gap of
36 years.

Old and young, children
and women, soccer fans
were out screaming out of
joy, bursting firecrackers,
shouting the name of
Lionel Messi, blowing
trumpets and horns, cele-
brating Argentina’s win
by dancing on the streets.

Thousands of people
across Kerala celebrated
Argentina’s penalty
shootout win over France
in the 2022 FIFA World
Cup final on Sunday night.

The East Fort area and
Vanchiyoor in
Thiruvananthapuram, the
state capital, were literally
crowded at midnight with
fans wearing Argentina
jerseys celebrating the vic-
tory.

Various parts of Kochi
city also witnessed huge
celebrations with fire-
crackers, and trumpets
blowing when Messi lifted
the World Cup for
Argentina.

Television channels
showed the celebrations
on the streets of several

towns, cities and villages
of the southern state as
the South American team
defeated France in the
penalty shootout after 120
minutes of play resulted
in a 3-3 stalemate.

“Vamos,” fans, donning
the Argentina jersey, were
seen shouting as they
jumped up and down and
danced around with each
other unable to contain
their joy.

Some were too excited to
even answer reporters’
queries on how they were
feeling and just responded
with screams and incoher-
ent shouts.

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, Leader
of Opposition V D

Satheesan, Assembly
Speaker M B Rajesh, vari-
ous state ministers, MLAs,
movie stars including
Mammootty and Mohanlal
shared their excitement
over Argentina’s triumph.

In a Facebook post,
Vijayan congratulated
Argentina for the World
Cup victory.

“Congratulations to
Argentina who won the
football World Cup. Lionel
Messi led Argentina to vic-
tory — the most precious
achievement of his ca-
reer,” he said.

He said unique expres-
sions of the beautiful
game of football were wit-
nessed throughout the
tournament.

Mammootty and
Mohanlal, the two big
stars of Malayalam movie
industry were at the
Lusail stadium in Qatar to
witness the title clash be-
tween Argentina and
France.

“What a Night !!! What a
Game !! Absolute
Goosebumps !! Thrilled to
have witnessed probably
one of the greatest ever
football match. Congrats
Argentina and Magical
messi on conquering the
world. Well Played
#France and Kylian
Mbappe,” Mammootty
posted on Facebook.

Mohanlal, who also
posted a picture of himself
at the stadium, said it was
a glorious final in which
two worthy opponents
played their hearts out
and gave millions of foot-
ball fans a “nerve-wrack-
ing match”.

“ C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
Argentina on a hard won
victory. 36 years of toil and
the cup is once again
yours. Leo Messi has kept
his date with destiny and
will bow out in glory. A glo-
rious last dance...Kudos to
Kylian Mbappe and the
French team for being
such worthy opponents
and for the great fight they
put up till the end.

ANTI-ENCROACHMENT DRIVE

Police personnel during an anti-encroachment drive, at Batadrava in Nagaon, Monday. 

BRIEF

Injured   
 Ballia: Four persons,

including three of a
family, have been seri-
ously injured after an
uncontrolled police
vehicle smashed into
their home in UP, po-
lice said. The incident
took place in
Singhanchvar village
under the Garhwar
police station area, po-
lice said on Monday.
According to the po-
lice, the ill-fated police
vehicle was from the
Phephana police sta-
tion.

Mishap
 Aligarh: Five people

were killed and 33 oth-
ers injured in separate
accidents here on
Monday morning due
to dense fog, police
said. In Auraiya dis-
trict, three people
were killed and nine
others were injured
when a bus going to
Lucknow from
Dehardun rammed
into a truck from be-
hind on the Lucknow-
Agra Expressway,
they said. The de-
ceased have been iden-
tified as Mahesh
Chandra, Neeraj
Kumar and Aman
Kumar, they said.

Greet
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Monday greeted the
people of Goa on the
occasion of its
Liberation Day. She
called upon Goans to
uphold the spirit of
liberation through
democratic rights
earned by the sacri-
fice of those who
fought for independ-
ence from Portuguese
rule.

Drama
 Belagavi: Calling ‘BJP’s

Hinduism a drama,’
Karnataka Congress
unit president D K
Shivakumar on Monday
asserted that the
Hinduism practised by
him and others in the
party was better than
that practised by the rul-
ing party. The KPCC
chief, however, said what
Congress propagates is
the Constitution.

Attacked
 Thane: A ticket

checker of the Central
Railway was attacked
and injured by a pas-
senger at a railway
station in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district on Monday, po-
lice said. The incident
took place at Ambivali
railway station in
Kalyan taluka around
9 am, an official said.

Stay
 Chennai: The Madras

High Court on
Monday stayed a re-
cent order of the TN
State SC/ST
Commission that im-
posed a fine of Rs 500
on the Superintendent
of Police (SP) attached
to Tirunelveli, and is-
sued a bailable war-
rant to arrest and pro-
duce him before the
Commission on
December 28.

Samajwadi Party
President Akhilesh Yadav
arrives at District Jail to
meet party MLA Irfan
Solanki, in Kanpur,
Monday.

Fans of Argentina’s football team celebrate the team’s 
victory in their final football match against France in the
FIFA World Cup 2022, in Kochi, Sunday night.

 Of Ladakh

Hero of Longewala passes away in Jodhpur
Post-Pandemic

Disaster



FASHION SHOW

Models present creations of Shakeel’s by Zeeshan Danish during a fashion show of Bridal Couture Week, in Lahore,
Pakistan, Monday.
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Johannesburg, Dec 19 (PTI): 

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa was re-
elected as President of the
ruling African National
Congress in a party leader-
ship contest here on
Monday, days after he es-
caped impeachment pro-
ceedings over an alleged
money laundering scan-
dal. Ramaphosa, 70, beat
his rival, former Health
Minister Zweli Mkhize, by
garnering a majority of
the votes cast by thou-
sands of delegates from
the African National
Congress (ANC) branches
across the country who
had gathered at the Nasrec
Centre in Johannesburg
since Friday.

Mkhize had been re-
moved from his position as
minister after it was al-
leged that he played a role
in a multi-million-rand
fraud committed by his as-
sociates during the Covid-
19 pandemic.

Ramaphosa, who was

widely tipped to secure re-
election for a second five-
year term, won despite a
sword hanging over his
head over alleged flouting
of his constitutional obli-
gations and currency laws.

His campaign was
dogged by the Farmgate
scandal that broke in
June, involving large sums
of foreign currency found
hidden at his private game
farm. Ramaphosa has de-
nied wrongdoing and has
not been charged with any
scandal-related crimes.

Several authorities are
still investigating the
issue, while Ramaphosa
told a Parliamentary in-

vestigation that it was
money from a foreign
buyer who paid for the
rare animals bred at the
farm. The alleged buyer
could not be traced.

A close ally of
Ramaphosa, Paul
Mashatile, was elected
Deputy President at the
party’s 55th National
Conference.

The election was de-
layed by almost two days
amid frequent disruptions
at the Congress, including
rowdy delegates disrupt-
ing the opening address by
Ramaphosa, especially
when former present
Jacob Zuma walked in
late. Senior official Gwede
Mantashe on TV called for
security to address the sit-
uation. Although the elec-
tion process was closed to
the media, insiders said
there was heated debate
amid allegations of money
changing hands to secure
votes by delegates.

The announcement of
the results brought an end
to media speculation that
Mkhize had taken the lead
in the race.

South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa re-elected 

London, Dec 19 (PTI): 

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak used a
European summit in the
Latvian capital of Riga to
reaffirm the UK’s support
for Ukraine in its ongoing
conflict with Russia and
announced a fresh defen-
sive aid package for the
new year as part of a GBP
250-million contract.

Addressing the meeting
of the Joint Expeditionary
Force (JEF), which brings
together 10 like-minded
nations to prevent conflict
in the Nordic and Baltic
region, Sunak called on
the regional leaders to
sustain or exceed 2022 lev-
els of support for Ukraine
in 2023 through ongoing
military aid, economic re-
silience and political back-
ing.

The JEF meeting,
which brought together
the UK, Denmark,
Finland, Estonia, Iceland,
Latvia, Lithuania, the
Netherlands, Sweden and
Norway, was also ad-
dressed by Ukraine

President Volodymyr
Zelenksyy.

“From the Arctic Circle
to the Isle of Wight, the
UK and our European al-
lies have been in lockstep
in our response to the in-
vasion of Ukraine, and we
remain steadfast in our
ambition for peace in
Europe once again,” said
Sunak.

“But to achieve peace,
we must deter aggression
and our deployments
across the region together
are vital in ensuring we
are able to respond to the
gravest of threats. I know

this Joint Expeditionary
Force summit will only
underline our close friend-
ships and unwavering
support for Ukraine,” he
said.

The British Indian
leader’s call came as the
UK announced that it will
supply “hundreds of thou-
sands of rounds of ar-
tillery ammunition” next
year, under a GBP 250-mil-
lion contract that will en-
sure a constant flow of
critical artillery ammuni-
tion to Ukraine through-
out 2023.

The UK claims to be

Europe’s leading provider
of defensive aid to
Ukraine, including send-
ing Multiple Launch
Rocket Systems and re-
cently, 125 anti-aircraft
guns. It has also provided
more than 100,000 rounds
of ammunition since
February, with the deliver-
ies being directly linked to
successful operations to
retake territory in
Ukraine.

“For our part in the
United Kingdom, we have
pledged to match or ex-
ceed the GBP 2.3bn in aid
that we provided this year,
next year, and I would
very much hope and en-
courage others around the
table to do whatever they
can to continue the strong
support,” added Sunak.

At the summit, the lead-
ers are said to have dis-
cussed the defensive capa-
bilities needed by
Ukrainian forces, includ-
ing further air defence.
Also on the agenda were
plans to accelerate cooper-
ation among JEF nations,
bolster intelligence shar-
ing, strengthen defences
to hybrid threats and pro-
tect critical national infra-

structure.
As part of that in-

creased collaboration, the
allies also discussed sup-
port to Finland and
Sweden ahead of their ac-
cession to the North
Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO), and
scaling up joint exercises
to further strengthen the
JEF alliance.

Following the JEF sum-
mit, Sunak is scheduled to
meet the newly-reappoint-
ed Latvian Prime
Minister Kri janis Karin
for a bilateral, underscor-
ing the close partnership
between the two coun-
tries, before travelling on
to Estonia, where he will
meet UK and NATO
troops serving on NATO’s
eastern flank.

In Estonia, Sunak is
scheduled to sign a new
tech partnership with
Prime Minister Kaja
Kallas. Downing Street
said the joint partnership
is set to harness the
shared expertise between
the two countries, helping
both the UK and Estonia
bolster technology ties
and support new digital
infrastructure.

UK PM reaffirms UK defensive support to Ukraine

Honolulu, Dec 19 (AP): 

A flight from Phoenix to
Honolulu carrying many
people traveling for the
holidays encountered se-
vere turbulence shortly
before landing, sending
some unrestrained people
and objects flying about
the cabin and seriously in-
juring 11 people, officials
and passengers said.

In all, 36 people received
medical treatment follow-
ing Sunday’s turbulent
Hawaiian Airlines flight
for bumps, bruises, cuts
and nausea, said Jim
Ireland, director of
Honolulu Emergency
Medical Services. Twenty
people were taken to hos-
pitals, including 11 in seri-
ous condition.

“We are also very happy,
and we feel fortunate that
there were not any deaths
or other critical injuries.
And we’re also very hope-
ful that all will recover and
make a full recovery,”
Ireland said.

The full flight had near-

ly 300 people aboard and
carried many passengers
traveling to Hawaii for the
holidays, like Jacie Hayata
Ano, who was heading
home.

“It was just rocky,” she
told KHON-TV. “And then,
it quickly just escalated to
the point where we’re
shaking so much that we
were pretty much like
floating off of our chairs.”

Hawaiian Airlines Chief
Operating Officer Jon
Snook said such turbu-
lence is isolated and un-
usual, noting that the air-
line hadn’t experienced
anything like it in recent
history. Three flight atten-
dants were among the in-
jured, he said.

Passenger Kaylee Reyes
told Hawaii News Now
that her mother had just
sat down when the turbu-
lence hit and had not had a
chance to buckle her safe-
ty belt.

“She flew up and hit the
ceiling,” Reyes said.

Jazmin Bitanga, who
was also traveling home
for the holidays, said there
were two drops in altitude,
including one that was so

strong it sent her
boyfriend’s water bottle
into the plane’s ceiling.

“I turned around and
there was a couple of peo-
ple bleeding and just brac-
ing themselves,” she told
Hawaii News Now. “Just
all around me, there were
people crying.”

There was some inter-
nal damage to the aircraft
during the turbulence,
Snook said. The fasten-
seat belts sign was on at
the time, though some of
those injured weren’t
wearing them, he said.

Thomas Vaughan, a me-
teorologist with the
National Weather Service
in Honolulu, said there
had been a weather advi-
sory for thunderstorms
that included Oahu and
areas that would have in-
cluded the flight path at
the time of the turbu-
lence.

The airline was aware of
the weather forecast and
the unstable air and
weather conditions, but
had no warning that the
particular patch of air
where the turbulence oc-
curred “was in any way

dangerous,” Snook said.
He didn’t know how

much altitude the plane
lost during the turbulence,
saying that would be part
of an investigation involv-
ing the National
Transportation Safety
Board. The plane’s flight
data recorder would pro-
vide those details, he said.

The investigation would
also address precisely
what the passengers and
crew were doing at the
time, he said.

The Airbus A330-200
began its descent immedi-
ately after the turbulence,
and the crew declared an
emergency because of the
number of injuries on
board, he said. Air traffic
controllers gave the flight
priority to land.

The aircraft will under-
go an thorough inspection
and maintenance, mostly
to fix components in the
cabin, Snook said.

Snook said he could
only speculate whether
some passengers hit their
heads, but that was likely
based on the injuries and
the damage to cabin 
paneling.

Dozens hurt in turbulent
Hawaii flight

Islamabad, Dec 19 (AP): 

The death toll from a
fuel tanker explosion in
a tunnel north of the
Afghan capital, Kabul,
rose to 31 on Monday, a
Taliban government
spokesman said as more
bodies were pulled out
from the site and res-
cuers continued to
search for survivors.

The cause of the blast
on Saturday evening in
Salang Tunnel, around
130 kilometers (80 miles)

from Kabul, remained
unclear.

The tunnel, originally
built in the 1960s to as-
sist the Soviet invasion,
is a key link between
north and south
Afghanistan.

Initially, at least 19
people were reported
killed. A Health
Ministry spokesman,
Sharafat Zaman
Amarkhail, said the
number of fatalities
climbed to 31 and that
37 people were injured.

Former Afghan
President Hamid Karzai
expressed his condo-
lences over the blast,
saying he received news
about the dead and in-
jured in the explosion in
Parwan province with

“great sadness.”
“I offer my deepest

condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims of
this tragic incident and
pray for the quick recov-
ery of the injured,” he
tweeted.

Death toll in Afghan fuel tanker explosion rises to 31

Kyiv, Dec 19 (AP): 

Multiple explosive
drones attacked Ukraine’s
capital before dawn
Monday, local authorities
reported, as Russian
President Vladimir Putin
prepared to visit ally
Belarus, which provided
the Kremlin’s forces with a
launch pad for Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine almost
10 months ago.

The drone attack came
three days after what
Ukrainian officials de-
scribed as one of Russia’s
biggest assaults on Kyiv
since the war started and
as Moscow presses on with
its effort to torment
Ukraine from the air amid
a broad battlefield stale-
mate.

Russia launched 23 self-
exploding drones over
Kyiv while the city slept,
but Ukrainian forces shot
down 18 of them, the Kyiv
city administration said
on Telegram.

No major casualties
were reported from the at-
tack, although the
Ukrainian president’s of-
fice said the war killed at
least three civilians and
wounded 11 elsewhere in
the country between

Sunday and Monday.
The drone barrage

caused emergency power
outages in 11 central and
eastern regions of the
country, including the cap-
ital region, authorities
said.

Monday was St.
Nicholas Day, an occasion
that marks the start of the
Christmas holidays in
Ukraine and is when chil-
dren typically receive
their first gifts hidden
under pillows.

“This is how Russians
congratulated our chil-
dren on the holiday,”
Serhii Kruk, the head of
Ukraine’s State
Emergency Service,
wrote on Telegram, at-
taching photos of fire-
fighters barely distin-
guished amid the flames
of an infrastructure fa-
cility that got hit.

“In the night when
everyone is waiting for a
miracle, the terrorist
country continues to ter-
rorise the peaceful
Ukrainian people,”
Ukraine’s human rights
chief, Dmytro Lubinets,
said.

Bits of wreckage from
the downed drones dam-
aged a road in the central

Solomianskyi district and
broke windows in a multi-
story building in the
Shevchenkyvskyi district
of Kyiv, city officials said.

One drone struck the
home of Olha and Ivan
Kobzarenko, ages 84 and
83, in the outskirts of the
capital. Ivan sustained a
head injury.

Their garage was com-
pletely destroyed and their
dog, Malysh, was killed.
Olha, speaking in her bed-
room where shattered
glass and blood covered
the floor, said the blast
flung the front gate into
the couple’s house.

“I know that I am not

alone,” Olha said.
“Everyone is suffering.
Everyone.”

Nina Sobol, a 59-year-old
clerk working at one of the
city’s power companies,
was on her way to work
when the strikes hap-
pened. Like many of her
colleagues, she waited out-
side while emergency
services inspected dam-
age. “I feel really anx-
ious,” she said. “Anxious
because you never know
at which moment there
will be an incoming mis-
sile.” Authorities said a
critical infrastructure
point was also hit, with-
out giving more details.

Nighttime drone attack hits Kyiv
as Putin heads to Belarus

 11 seriously

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaks, during the
Joint Expeditionary Force (JEF) meeting in Riga, Latvia,
Monday. 

 For new year

 As ANC leader

T he National Crime
Records Bureau's

Accidental Deaths and
Suicides in India report show
that the number of student
deaths by suicide increased by
4.5 percent, with Maharashtra
reporting the highest number
of deaths, followed by Madhya
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
According to the report, for
the last five years, the cases of
suicide among students are
increasing continuously. The
unemployment rate is very
high among the reasons be-
hind the increasing cases of
suicide among students. In
Sikkim, about 27% of the
state's suicides were related to
unemployment and were
found to be most common
among those aged 21 to 30.

Juxtaposing academic excel-
lence with the pressure of
marks, studies and perform-
ance are important factors in
student suicides in India from
exam-oriented education.

What is it that makes stu-
dents so prone to suicide? A
simple interview with any
student preparing for any
competitive exam in India, be
it JEE, NEET, or CLAT, will
reveal that the major source of
mental distress among stu-
dents is the intolerable
amount of pressure that al-
most every student faces. in-
serted by one. During those
few years that we students set
aside to prepare for a competi-
tive exam, every teacher,
every relative, and every aunt
or uncle reiterates the impor-

tance of studying hard and
getting admission to a good
college. While spontaneous in-
quiries about what the stu-
dent aspires to do after gradu-
ating from school, or where
his or her interests lie, are
greatly appreciated and even
spurred on by us, especially
some parents, The constant
arguing with the coaches at
the hands of many relatives
and most of the coaching
classes have a detrimental ef-
fect on our mental health.

This raises the question as
to what can be done to reduce
the pressure on the minds of
the students. The answer to
this question is not that com-
plicated and is right in front of
our eyes. The first step needs
to be taken to curb the com-
mercialization of entrance ex-
aminations. The highly com-
plex nature of all these exams
(not all) inevitably means that
to crack them, parents have to
fulfill their dream of getting
their kids admitted to presti-
gious coaching centers, mak-
ing it difficult for the student
in more ways than one. The
problem gets compounded as
he is now under increased
pressure to clear the exam to
repay the money spent by the
parents on coaching and he
also has to face the additional
pressures of the coaching in-
stitute.

Until and unless this sicken-
ing system is eradicated from
the examination culture of
the country, no visible change
will be seen in terms of curb-
ing the rate of suicide among
students. The government
should take cognizance of this
issue if we think that “Today's
children are tomorrow's fu-
ture”. Forced career choices
make many students succumb
to the immense amount of
pressure, especially from
their families and teachers in

terms of career options and
studies. Lack of support from
educational institutions ill-
equipped to deal with mental
health issues of children and
adolescents and lack of cen-
ters and trained human re-
sources for guidance and
counseling. Preparatory
courses and tertiary The exor-
bitant cost of education acts
as a burden on the students
and puts tremendous pres-
sure on them.

The 'Happiness
Curriculum' launched by the
Delhi government focuses on
holistic education by includ-
ing meditation, value educa-
tion, and mental exercises in
the traditional education cur-
riculum. It should be adopted
by other states as well. It is im-
portant to reform the exam-
centered education system in
India. The curriculum should
be designed in such a way that
it emphasizes the importance
of mental exercise and medi-
tation. To reduce the risk fac-
tors of suicide, teachers
should be trained as gatekeep-
ers and innovative methods of
examination should be adopt-
ed. Students need to be appre-
ciated and it is important to
change how Indian society
looks at education. It should
be a celebration of efforts and
not marks. Effective counsel-
ing centers should be set up in
all the schools/ colleges/
coaching centers to address
the anxiety, depression, and
other mental health issues of
the students. There is a need
to learn from the failures of
the past and take immediate
steps involving all stakehold-
ers including students, par-
ents, teachers, institutions,
and policymakers to address
the growing menace.

(Writer is Research Scholar
in Political Science
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WORLD IS ONE FAMILY
Apart from the enjoy-

ment of witnessing per-
haps the most competitive
final in the history of the
World Cup with the fate of
the teams resembling a see-
saw and ultimate success of
Lionel Messi in laying
hands upon the much-cov-
eted trophy ; Kylian
Mbappe and France still
stand out despite finishing
second-best. First, when
most countries of the world
discriminate against it's
minorities and "Outsiders"
in terms of race religion or
colour ; the gallant-hearted
French team is liberal
enough to include 92% of
its members from the mi-
grant communities.
Second, despite getting out-
played till 80th minute of
the game and trailing 0-2,
the epic comeback by the
French transmit an inspir-
ing message of life that one
should not lose hope de-
spite initial setbacks with a
turn-around guaranteed if
the adversities get tackled
with tenacity and persever-
ance. Third, Mbappe is
surely a great player pos-
sessed of impeccable skills;
but as a human being, he
resides at a much higher
pedestal! Be it scoring a
rarest of rare hattrick in a
World Cup final or ulti-
mately finding himself in
the losing side despite win
knocking at the door;
Mbappe remains in his
usual calm composed hum-
ble philosophical avatar.
May we draw inspiration
from the saint-like person-
ality of Mbappe(complet-
ing just 24 years of life in
20th December) and negoti-
ate the crests and troughs of
life with such a piece of de-
tachment. May this all-
embracing cosmopolitan
humanity-personified
French/"Les Bleus" spirit
of "WORLD IS ONE FAMI-
LY" enjoy the last laugh in
every sector of the global
society by eradicating all
norms of hatred and intol-
erance.
Kajal Chatterjee, Kolkata

Unfair to others
Rewarding non-perform-

ers has presented a real pic-
ture about the non-perform-
ance and corrupt practices
of unscrupulous employ-
ees. This is happening de-
spite politicians’ tall claims
of eradication of corrup-
tion. The main aim of par-
ties is to win elections by
making even impractical
promises which may jeop-
ardise the economy.
Eminent economists have
opposed the OPS as being
economically unviable, but
vote-hungry politicians are
ignoring this hard fact. In
Himachal, where most of
the funds are spent on pay-
ing salaries and pensions of
employees, obviously, the
rest of the population has
to fend for itself.

Deepak, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Goa CM Pramod Sawant inspects a Guard of Honour during the celebrations of Goa Liberation Day, at Taleigao in Panaji, Monday.

GUARD OF HONOUR

W ith loosing the Himachal Pradesh assembly
elections BJP is compelled to clear its stand

on OPS otherwise the party will meet the same fate
next year in the coming assembly elections in nine
states including the state of Karnataka where Rahul
Gandhi devoted sufficient time during his long
march and also Cong president Mallikarjun khadge
belong to that state.Due to Mallikarjun khadge Cong
will try it's best to capture the power on the issue of
OPS and BJP can not afford to loose the Karnataka
and if it happens the downfall of BJP will start in
other states where the elections are to be held im-
mediately after Whenever a major change is re-
quired in the country there is lack of discussion with-
in the BJP party which is apparent clear from the fol-
lowing. During the NDA 1 ordinance was issued twice
on land acquisition but in the parliament party failed
to explain that what will be fate of rental holder
farmers who plough the land of others on rent be-
cause this payment for the land to be acquired will
be made to owner of land.If for a such a minor expla-
nation there is no reply with a party what else can be
said about the wide discussion within the
party.Country had seen how miserably issue of farm-
ers was handled by the party and ultimately re-
pealed the three agriculture bills when about 800
farmers lost their lives during agitation.
Demonetisation was not implemented properly and
many persons died while withdrawing the money
from the banks.No one is happy in which way issue
of collegium is being handled presently and the
countrymen are unhappy over this matter. In a an-
swer to a question whether old pension scheme is
being implemented by central government the gov-
ernment had explained that there is no such propos-
al to introduce old pension scheme . The old pension
scheme assures life long income, post retirement
and employees get a pension under a pre deter-
mined formula which is equivalent to 50 percent of
the last drawn salary and also get the benefit of the
revision of Dearness Relief twice a year and also pro-
vision of general provident fund.and the accomolat-
ed PF is paid at the time of retirement and moreover
the government bears the expenditure incurred on
the pension.In the OPS the pension liability remained
unfunded-that is, there was no corpus for pension
which would grow continuously and the government
of India budget provided for pension every year. In
the last we expect that issue be taken seriously and
be solved in a sensitive way without harming the
economy of the country.

Until and unless this sickening system is eradicated
from the examination culture of the country, no visi-
ble change will be seen in terms of curbing the rate of
suicide among students. The government should take
cognizance of this issue if we think that “Today's
children are tomorrow's future”. Forced career choic-
es make many students succumb to the immense
amount of pressure, especially from their families
and teachers in terms of career options and studies.
Lack of support from educational institutions ill-
equipped to deal with mental health issues of chil-
dren and adolescents and lack of centers and trained
human resources for guidance and counseling.
Preparatory courses and tertiary The exorbitant cost
of education acts as a burden on the students and
puts tremendous pressure on them.

Vijaykumar H K

W
ater is widely recognised as a vital resource
for humans. It is a resource that must be pre-

served for future generations, and recycling grey
water is the best way to do so.Grey water is waste-
water from domestic bathrooms, laundries, and
kitchen outlets. Grey water is commonly contami-
nated with a variety of insoluble and soluble sub-
stances, including detergent, dirt, lint, human hair,
saliva, skin, and other impurities. Whether the con-
taminant is organic or inorganic, particulate or mi-
crobial, surfactant or detergent, appropriate grey
water recycling systems can assist in achieving the
desired water quality.According to statistics, in our
country grey water contributes between 30 and 50
percent of the wastewater discharged to the sewer.
As a result, one can significantly reduce the load on
the infrastructure by recycling it.Grey water filtration
systems can be installed in every household and
commercial establishment to reduce the strain on
public sewerage systems. It improves municipal sys-
tem efficiency and public health also.The amount of
water that was previously used can be cut in half by
using a grey water recycling system.Advantages of
Grey water are many to mention few: Incorporating
a grey water recycling system will cut water bill in
half.A grey water recycling system uses thermal en-
ergy to warm new cold water that is approaching.
This means that its use reduces the amount of ener-
gy used by up to 50% to 60%.Depending on where
one lives, untreated sewage entering conduits can
be avoided by using a grey water recycling system. A
few urban communities are working hard to meet
the sewage system's demands. As a result, untreat-
ed wastewater has been observed to settle in areas
where it is not required.More Conscious Water
Consumption Changes and advancements made by
utilising a grey water system can benefit both
human beings and the environment. Recycled grey
water contains supplements that are supposed to
help your plants grow. So, in order to water these
plants, make use of recycled grey water.Greywater
treatment plants can help to protect aquatic systems
while also reducing human reliance on traditional
water sources.Therefore state and central govern-
ment should create awareness of the benefits of
grey water reuse, so that everyone especially in
urban areas inclined toward incorporating a grey
water recycling system into their homes.

Awareness on Grey 
water reuse needed

Old pension 
scheme-A game 

changer phenomenon

Increasing cases of suicide among students
preparing for competitive exams

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

E very one is aware that
“Smoking” has been criti-

cized as the most lethal weapon of
self murder. According to the
Tobacco Products Act, 2004, direct
and indirect advertising of all to-
bacco products and its sale to mi-
nors is banned. Addiction to nico-
tine makes it hard to quit. The in-
creasing incidence of heart attack
in India, fast spreading among
younger generation has been
largely on account of smoking
habits. The problem of Smoking in
India is widespread but no studies
have been done to estimate what
percentage of the population are
smokers.  

Roadside paan shops bountifully
stocked with cigarettes feed smok-
ers continuing to exhale smoke
from cigarettes. It is a fact that
smoking is a hard habit to break be-
cause tobacco contains nicotine,
which is highly addictive. Smoking
harms not just the smoker, but also
family members, coworkers, and
others who breathe the smoker's
cigarette smoke, called secondhand
smoke or passive smoke. In fact,

statistics tell us that approximately
70 out of 100 people who smoke
want to stop but go on puffing, day
in and day out, seemingly power-
less to quit. Research has shown
that non-smokers who reside with a
smoker have a 24% increase in risk
for developing lung cancer when
compared with other non-smok-
ers.Owners of sales outlets must
display boards with the warnings
like "tobacco causes cancer”, "to-
bacco kills"& “sale to minors is a
punishable offence". 

Sometimes it happens that notifi-
cation prohibiting selling tobacco
products to minors has no effect as
the teenagers continue to buy to-
bacco/cigarettes on the pretext that
they are buying it on behalf of their
elders. Smoking also provides other
side benefits which are real. Let us
remember that staying smoke free
helps more of everything — more
energy, better performance, better
looks, more money in your pocket,
and, in the long run, more life to
live. In India there is little cam-
paigning save the statutory warn-
ings printed in small print on ciga-
rette cartons and advertisements.
Graphic health warnings using a

mixture of pictures and words are
part and parcel of every country’s
policy on cigarette marketing. The
40 per cent warning on one side
proved ineffective as vendors dis-
played the packaging on the other
side, so that consumers would not
see the warnings.  

Cigarette manufacturers share
the kitty with vested interest,
hence their interest is well protect-
ed with simple modifications to fool
the general public. It is agreed that
the bigger warning can create an
impact when a smoker buys a ciga-
rette pack. But how do we resolve
the issue when smokers buy one or
two cigarettes and the packet is
being opened by the shop owner
who sells cigarettes for business. It
is the youth who are the most vul-
nerable group as far as the con-
sumption of tobacco is concerned.
Most of them begin smoking as a
fad and even as a rite of passage.
According to The Cigarette
Package Health Warnings:
International Status Report  2014
India has slipped to 136th position
in the list of 198 countries that warn
smokers about the hazards of
smoking through graphic pictures

on cigarette packages. Can’t we im-
plement the ban on the companies
manufacturing these tobacco prod-
ucts of intoxication. 

One would find (particularly
smokers) like all laws in India, noth-
ing will be implemented. Indians
just do not have the psyche to obey
laws. They believe that rules are
meant to be broken. Smokers are
unmindful of the consequences of
passive smoking. Over time, the
habit of smoking weaves its way
through all of the activities in our
lives, and we come to think we
can't be happy or productive with-
out cigarettes. Various provisions
that we implement time and again
clearly states that People can
smoke on roads or in their homes
but not in any other place. More
deaths are caused each year by to-
bacco use than by all deaths from
AIDS, illegal drug use, alcohol use,
motor vehicle injuries, suicides, and
murders combined.

It smells something else totally
against enforcing the rule strongly
across the country as law enacted
smoking is banned only for outside
propaganda. Here, the Govt. is
happy that it has a law, police is

happy that it can earn more money,
the cigarette companies are happy
that they don’t have to bother, the
finance ministry is happy as there
is no affect on taxes and the health
minister is happy that he could do
atleast one thing in his tenure - so
what matters if it is not implement-
ed. It is reported that a cigarette
smoker shortens his life by about
5.5 minutes for each cigarette
smoked, almost the time he spends
for smoking it. 

The increasing incidence of
heart attack in India, fast spread-
ing among younger generation has
been largely on account of smok-
ing habits. Nearly 30 million people
in the country are estimated to be
victims of heart diseases. No
doubt, the Government has come
out with good points to deal with
the matter but  at the same time
taxes on tobacco products should
go up to help smokers give up.
Such methods will be long lasting.
Under such circumstances, it clear-
ly shows that the anti- smoking Act
will go up in smoke. But I feel that
People must wake up to the danger
of smoke to themselves and pas-
sive smokers before it is too late.

Giving up smoking is the easiest thing in the world
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BRIEF

Heavy 
investments 

Srinagar: PDP presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti
on Monday said the
claim made by the
government about
heavy investment flow
into Jammu and
Kashmir after the ab-
rogation of Article 370
is a “lie”. “Despite
GOIs tall claims of
heavy investment flow
into J&K post abroga-
tion of Article 370, the
figures presented by
them in the
Parliament prove oth-
erwise. 840 crores in
2017-18 vis-a-vis 376
crores in 2021-22. A lie
has no legs,”
Mehbooba Mufti
tweeted. The former
chief minister was re-
acting to the govern-
ment’s figures on
year-wise investments
in Jammu and
Kashmir for the past
five years.

Acquisition
New Delhi: Wipro
Consumer Care on
Monday announced
its entry into the pack-
aged food and spice
segment by acquiring
Nirapara, one of the
largest-selling tradi-
tional food brands in
Kerala. The deal size
was not disclosed by
the company. The
Wipro group arm has
signed a definitive
agreement with
Nirapara, a company
statement said. With
this acquisition,
Wipro Consumer Care
joins FMCG firms
such as Dabur,
Emami, Tata
Consumer Products
Ltd and ITC, which
are already present in
the spices market.
Launched in 1976,
Nirapara is known for
its blended spices. The
brand leads in produc-
ing a large variety of
spice mixes, and rice
powder used in mak-
ing ‘appam’, ‘idiyap-
pam’, etc.

Telecom bills

New Delhi:The gov-
ernment is expecting to
get Digital Personal
Data Protection Bill and
Telecommunication
Bill passed in Monsoon
session of Parliament,
Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said
on Monday.While
speaking at Google For
India event, the IT and
telecom minister said
another bill on Digital
India Act will be also
floated in a month for
public consultation.

Sugar output 
New Delhi: Sugar
production has in-
creased 5 per cent to
82.1 lakh tonnes be-
tween October 1 and
December 15 period of
this marketing year,
while mills have con-
tracted to export 45-50
lakh tonnes of sweet-
ener, industry body
ISMA said on
Monday. Sugar mar-
keting year runs from
October to September.
The production of
sugar stood at 77.9
lakh tonnes in the
corresponding period
of the 2021-22 
marketing year.

JEWELLERY EXHIBITION

Actress Ananya Nagalla at a jewellery exhibition, in
Hyderabad, Monday, Dec. 19.

New Delhi, Dec 19:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said note in circu-
lation (NiC) has witnessed
an annual growth of 7.98
per cent to Rs 31.92 lakh
crore as of December 2,
2022. The demand for cur-
rency depends upon sever-
al macroeconomic factors,
including economic
growth and level of inter-
est rates, she said in a
reply to the Lok Sabha.
The quantum of cash or
banknotes in the economy
depends on the require-
ment for meeting the de-
mand for banknotes due to
GDP growth, inflation, re-
placement of soiled ban-
knotes and growth in non-
cash modes of payment.
She stressed that the mis-
sion of the government is
to move towards a less
cash economy to reduce
the generation and circu-
lation of black money and
to promote the digital
economy. Both the govern-
ment and RBI have taken
measures to promote a less
cash economy and encour-

age digital payment, she
said. With regard to
‘Rationalisation of
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) for Debit Card
Transactions’, she said the
RBI has advised banks to
ensure that merchants on-
boarded by them do not
pass on MDR charges to
customers while accepting
payments through debit
cards. The Department of
Revenue advised banks to
immediately refund
charges collected, if any,
on or after January 1, 2020,
on transactions carried
out using the electronic
modes prescribed under
section 269SU of the Act
and not to impose charges
on any future transactions
through the prescribed
modes, the minister noted.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary in a reply to
the House said crypto as-
sets are by definition bor-
derless and require inter-
national collaboration to
prevent regulatory arbi-
trage. “Therefore, any leg-
islation on the subject can
be effective only with sig-
nificant international col-
laboration on evaluation
of the risks and benefits
and evolution of common
taxonomy and standards,”
he said. Currently, he said,
policy related to crypto as-
sets and related ecosystem
is with the Ministry of
Finance. Replying to an-
other question,
Chaudhary said, there are
four stock exchanges hav-
ing commodity derivatives
segment viz, Multi
Commodity Exchange of
India Limited (MCX),
National Commodity &
Derivatives Exchange
Limited (NCDEX),
Bombay Stock Exchange
Limited (BSE) and
National Stock Exchange
of India Limited (NSE) at
present.

Note in circulation rise 8 pc
annually to Rs 32 lakh crore: FM

New Delhi, Dec 19: 

India’s coal production
will touch one billion
tonnes in the next finan-
cial year from 900 million
tonnes this fiscal ending
March, as the country
gears up to stop the import
of thermal coal by 2024-25,
Union Coal Minister
Pralhad Joshi informed
Parliament on Monday.
Replying to queries in the
Rajya Sabha during the
Question Hour, the Coal
Minister said India’s do-
mestic coal requirement
will reach 1,500 million
tonnes by 2030, for which
the nation needs to scale
up its production. “As far
as production is con-
cerned, in FY14 it was 566
million tonnes.

This year our total pro-
duction will be 900 million
tonnes, this means all our
PSUs are producing to the
optimum level,” Joshi said
in the Rajya Sabha.
Without naming any polit-
ical party, the minister
said the previous regime
was riddled with scams
whereas the current dis-

pensation led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
was ensuring energy secu-
rity for India.

“Our requirement by
2030 will be 1,500 million
tonnes, and for that, we
have to scale up our pro-
duction, the previous
regime, they did not pro-
duce, there were only
scams, and today we are
producing and we are en-
suring energy security for
India, for that coal is need-
ed,” Joshi said. As per de-
mand projections, coal
mines are planned and
their operations are run to
ensure the energy security
of the country

India’s coal production to 
touch 1 billion tonnes next fiscal,

Govt informs Parliament

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  1199:: Italian super-
bike maker Ducati on Monday
said it will hike the prices of its
entire range of motorcycles in
India from January 1. The com-
pany, however, did not disclose
the quantum of the hike. Ducati
India announces an increase in

price on its entire motorcycle
range to be effective on ex-
showroom price from January
1, 2023, the luxury bike maker
said in a statement. The com-
pany has been absorbing costs
for some time but will now
have to pass on the increase
through a revision in prices due
to a sub-
stantial

increment in costs related to
raw material, production and
logistics, it added. The revised
prices will be applicable for all
models and variants of the
bikes irrespective of dealer-

ships across New
Delhi, Mumbai,

Pune, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Kochi,

Hyderabad
a n d

Kolkata.

Ducati India to hike prices of
its motorcycle range from Jan

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1199::

Realtors apex body CREDAI
on Monday, in its pre-Budget
wish list, has sought an
increase in the deduction limit
on home loan interest to Rs 5
lakh from the current Rs 2
lakh in view of hardening of
mortgage rates since May.
The interest rates on home
loans have gone up by around
2 percentage points in the last
seven months, to around 8.5
per cent following the hike in
repo rates by 225 basis points
since May. CREDAI noted that
EMIs (Equated Monthly
Instalments) on home loans
have gone up because of a
rise in mortgage rates.
Hence, the association said
there is a “compelling need to

increase the existing limit of
Rs 2 lakh on exemption of
interest paid on home loans to
at least Rs 5 lakh.” This would
not only give some extra dis-
posable income in the hands
of middle-income homeown-
ers but would also attract
prospective homebuyers to
buy a home, it added. CREDAI
President Harsh Vardhan
Patodia said: “Our recommen-
dations are focused on sus-
taining the current growth in
the sector, boosting demand
and exemptions for homebuy-
ers. The real estate sector can
add millions of livelihoods in a
short time and significantly
contribute to GDP.” He noted
the continuous hike in key
interest rates might cause
short-term turbulence in

overall housing demand. “The
sector has begun to gradually
recover across key property
markets, primarily driven by
end-users. However, repeated
rate hikes may have an impact
on the interest-sensitive sec-
tor,” Patodia said. 

Moreover, CREDAI suggest-
ed that the price cap of Rs 45
lakh on units to qualify as
affordable housing needs to
be revised as there have been
substantial changes in the
prices of various construction
raw materials, labour costs
and overall construction
costs. To boost demand,
CREDAI urged the govern-
ment to incentivise homeown-
ers by exempting 100 per cent
of the rental income up to Rs
20 lakh per annum. This would

encourage people with dis-
posable incomes to invest in
properties for renting purpos-
es. The Confederation of Real
Estate Developers’
Associations of India
(CREDAI) represents over
13,000 private developers
across 221 city chapters in 21
states. 

Among other pre-budget
demand from industry play-
ers, Pradeep Aggarwal,
Founder & Chairman of
Signature Global, said, “keep-
ing in view high inflation and
significant rise in borrowing
cost in the last few months,
there is an urgent need of tax
sops, especially for home
buyers in affordable and mid-
segment housing, to over-
come the financial hardship.”

CREDAI seeks hike in deduction limit on home
loan interest to Rs 5 lakh in next year’s budget

Mumbai, Dec 19:

Key stock indices
Sensex and Nifty closed
nearly 1 per cent higher on
Monday following heavy
buying in banking, oil and
FMCG shares after two
sessions of losses.
Benchmark Sensex
jumped 468.38 points or
0.76 per cent to settle at
61,806.19. During the day, it
advanced 507.11 points or
0.82 per cent to a high of
61,844.92. The broader NSE
Nifty climbed 151.45 points
or 0.83 per cent to end at
18,420.45. From the Sensex
pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Power Grid,
Bharti Airtel, Bajaj
Finserv, HDFC, Hindustan
Unilever, Maruti, ITC,

Titan, Nestle, Bajaj
Finance and Reliance
Industries were the major
winners. Tata

Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Tata Motors and
IndusInd Bank were
among the laggards.

Sensex, Nifty climb nearly 
1pc after two sessions of fall

Mumbai, Dec 18: 

Jaguar Land Rover India
has introduced specially
curated and unique travel
experiences, Defender
Journeys, in India. This is
a self-drive, multi-day, ad-
venture program, in
Defender vehicles, that
will include many aspira-
tional and sought-after

itineraries across India.
Each Defender Journey
will include luxury stays
and hospitality, lifestyle ex-
periences, cultural immer-
sion and drive across some
of the most iconic routes
in India with off-road
trails, that offer a complete
Defender driving experi-
ence. There will be 5
Defenders deployed in

each Journey, thus offer-
ing just 5 drive slots, to pro-
vide a highly exclusive and
personalised experience.
The first Defender
Journey known as Konkan
Experience is scheduled
from 16th January 2023.
Rohit Suri, President and
Managing Director, Jaguar
Land Rover India, said:
“The Defender clients are
active and adventurous.
Defender, with its iconic
driving capabilities and de-
sign, offers the perfect op-
portunity to engage our
discerning clients with a
program to explore the cul-
tural diversity of our beau-
tiful country; be it the stun-
ning coastal regions,
whitewashed peaks of the
Himalayas or the ephemer-
al dunes of the Thar. Each
journey is bound to be a
trip of a lifetime.”

Land Rover introduces unique travel
experiences, Defender Journeys, in India

New Delhi, Dec 19: 

Sony India announced
its latest range of A Series
Home Theatre Systems
with 5.1.2 ChHT-A5000
and 3.1 Ch HT-A3000
soundbars which offers
an advanced and revolu-
tionary multi-dimension-
al sound experience with
Dolby Atmos® and
DTS:X®. Powered with
modern 360 Spatial Sound
Mapping technologyand
sound field optimisation
that createsan unbeliev-
able immersive sound-
scape for any music, film,
or game. The soundbar
works well withGoogle
Assistant or Amazon
Alexa enabled devices as
well as strong Bluetooth
and Wi-Fi connectivity.
With a sound output of

450W with
HT-A5000 and 240W
with HT-A3000, the sound-
bar produces loud and
clear audio.

The HT-A5000 has a pre-
mium minimalist
Omnidirectional Block
design with sophisticated
rounded edges. The HT-
A3000 and optional speak-
ers are also designed in an
Omnidirectional Block
concept. Its sophisticated
rounded edges represent a

single solid block provid-
ing wide-spreading sound,
while the combination of
rich material textures
blends easily with any liv-
ing room environment.

With 360 Spatial Sound
Mapping technology, ex-
perience sound coming
from every direction and

distance. To enjoy
an even more
personalised and

immersive sound
experience, both sound-
bars come with Sound
Field Optimization, which
uses built-in microphones
to ingeniously measure
the relative height and po-
sition of the soundbar
and rear speakers. HT-
A5000 and HT-A3000
soundbars work together
to deliver clear, wide-rang-
ing sound.

Sony India announces its latest range
of A Series Home Theatre Systems

Mumbai, Dec 19: The
rupee gained 6 paise to set-
tle at 82.69 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Monday as robust buying
in the domestic equities
and a weak American cur-
rency against key crosses
overseas boosted investor
sentiments. However,
fresh foreign capital out-
flows and rising crude
prices restricted the
rupee’s rise, forex dealers
said. At the interbank
forex market, the local
unit opened weak at 82.80
against the greenback and
witnessed an intra-day
high of 82.57 and a low of
82.80. It finally ended at
82.69 against the
American currency, regis-
tering a rise of 6 paise over
its previous close of 82.75.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, declined
0.44 per cent to 104.24. On
the domestic equity mar-
ket front, the BSE Sensex
ended 468.38 points or 0.76
per cent higher at
61,806.19, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced
151.45 points or 0.83 per
cent to 18,420.45.

Rupee rises 6 paise to close
at 82.69 against US dollar

Govt to take view
on privatisation of

public sector banks 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1199:: The gov-
ernment on Monday said it
will take a view on privatisa-
tion of public sector banks
(PSBs) after consultation
with the concerned depart-
ment and regulator.
Consideration of issues relat-
ed to disinvestment and deci-
sion on selection, terms and
conditions, etc. in case of
strategic sale is entrusted to
the Cabinet committee des-
ignated for this purpose
under the Government of
India (Transaction of
Business) Rules, 1961, minis-
ter of state for finance
Bhagwat Karad said in a writ-
ten reply to Lok Sabha.
“Before such consideration
for decision thereon, consul-
tation is undertaken with the
ministries and departments
concerned and, where neces-
sary, with the regulator con-
cerned,” he said. 

Mumbai, Dec 19:

Domestic rating agency
Icra on Monday upped its
banking sector outlook to
‘positive’ on healthy asset
growth, improving asset
quality and stronger capi-
tal buffers. The agency ex-
pects asset quality to im-
prove to a decadal best of 4
per cent from a gross non-
performing assets (NPAs)
perspective by the end of
FY24.

The banking system’s
credit growth will slow
down to 11-11.6 per cent in
FY24, after a very healthy
growth of 15.2-16.1 per
cent expected in FY23, the
rating agency said. A bulk
of the credit growth story
will be led by state-owned
lenders which are in far
better shape now having

recognised and provided
for loan losses and also
after some capital infu-
sions, it said, adding that
the market share gains for
private sector lenders will
slow down.

Public sector lenders
will witness a credit
growth of 13.4-14.1 per
cent in FY23 and 9.5-10.1
per cent in FY24, the
agency estimated, adding
that the same for private
sector banks will be 14.5-
15.5 per cent and 12.6-13.5
per cent. From an asset
quality perspective, the
system’s GNPAs (Gross
Non-Performing Assets)
will come down to 4 per
cent and net NPAs will be
under 1 per cent, the
agency’s vice president
Aashay Choksey told re-
porters.

Icra revises banking sector
outlook to ‘positive’

Kajal Chauhan to 
appear in dramedy show
S tar Bharat is gear-

ing up to enthrall its
viewers with a fully
loaded and captivating
drama that will air by
the end of January 2023.
The show will be pro-
duced under the banner
of Farm Film
Productions. The show's
creators chose a vibrant
and brilliant artist like
Kajal Chauhan to play a
vital role in the drama.
Kajal has already ap-
peared in a number of
television series.

She is well-known in
the television industry
for her vibrant charac-
ters. The actor will soon
appear in a new show on
Star Bharat alongside
the versatile actress

Sushmita Mukherjee.
The show is described as
a dramedy that will do
everything possible to

keep viewers enter-
tained. Kajal Chauhan
will play a simple per-
sona that will delight
and enchant the audi-
ence. The developers of
the show have not yet
confirmed the show's
other leads; the show is
planned to air in
January.

The show's name has
yet to be announced, but
it has been claimed that
the show's background
would be set in Banaras,
and the creator's purpose
is to present its viewers
with some light drama
and fun filled pleasure.

Stay tuned to Star
Bharat to know more
about the upcoming
show.

F ollowing the success
of 'Kaduva',

Malayalam cinema star
Prithviraj Sukumaran
and ace director Shaji
Kailas have paired up
once more for their up-
coming action thriller
'Kaapa'.

The new project is rid-
ing high on audience ex-
pectations after the tri-
umph of 'Kaduva' at the
box office. 'Kaduva', an
action comedy, was the
first film collaboration of
the actor-director duo
and garnered praise all
over.

'Kaapa', on the other
hand, is set in the seedy

underbelly of
Thiruvananthapuram,
where rival criminals en-
gage in ruthless gang

fights. The screenplay
has been written by G.R.
Indugopan.In addition to
Prithviraj Sukumaran,
'Kaapa' also stars Asif
Ali, Aparna Balamurali,
Indrans and Anna Ben in
key roles.

The much-anticipated
film is receiving much
praise for its racy trailer.
Prithviraj Sukumaran is
portrayed as having a dis-
tinctive, dynamic per-
sona in the trailer, which
tells the tale of 'Law
Above Justice'.

The movie is scheduled
for release on December
22, just in time for
Christmas.

'Bigg Boss 14' fame Nikki
Tamboli is surely a fitness
freak. She makes sure to in-
volve everything as part of
her lifestyle for better
health and well-being, and
is particular about regular
exercises, yoga, and despite
busy schedule, never miss-
es the gym. She shared:
"Fitness for me is like oxy-
gen, a necessity. It gives me
mental peace. I believe that
for a healthy functioning of
the body one needs to take
a proper balanced diet of 5
to 6 small meals rather
than eating 3 big meals in a
day. It's about maintaining
a proper balanced nutri-
tious diet. Being fit is not
just about how the body
looks but how well and
healthy it is even from
within." Nikki made her
acting debut with a Telugu
film 'Chikati Gadilo
Chithakotudu'. Later she

also did a Tamil film
'Kanchana 3'. She made her
TV debut with 'Bigg Boss
14' which gave her a lot of
fame and made her a place
in the entertainment in-
dustry. She also took part
in 'Khatron Ke Khiladi 11'.
She asserted that for a
healthy lifestyle, it is im-
portant to regulate eating
habits. She always travells
with her home-made food
so as to avoid eating any-
thing out.

"Having green tea right
before bed is one habit I
swear by. It gives me the
detox I need after an entire
day. Also I travel with my
own set of foods and
healthy juice that I prepare
at home. That way I don't
get tempted by outside
junk or ready sugar drinks.
It has all the goodness of
lime, guava, carrots and a
hint of mint," she added.

ACROSS

1. Over

6. Skilled

10. Identical

14. Batman’s sidekick

15. Genuine

16. Parched

17. ____ and fauna

18. Renovating

20. Water vapor

21. Colleague

22. Slender

24. First number

25. Two (Sp.)

28. Tote

29. Love, Italian-style

34. Melon peel

36. Rep.’s opponent

38. Hidden gunman

39. Burn reliever

40. Flawless

42. Elm or pine

43. Most insignificant

45. Noshed

46. Body powder

47. Highly skilled

48. Knockout count

50. Truman’s monogram

51. Tricky curve

54. Supplements

56. Maryland’s capital

61. Andes animal

65. Honor roll (2 wds.)

66. Radar’s kin

67. Direction

68. Motionless

69. Vision related

70. RR terminals

71. Legal paper

72. Requirements

DOWN

1. Barking sounds

2. Roll of cloth

3. Band instrument

4. Kind of infection

5. Tooth covering

6. Put in order

7. Hive dwellers

8. Cowboy’s rope

9. Musician ____ John

10. Eastern garment

11. Diva’s specialty

12. Coin factory

13. Cliff’s brink

19. Atlantic or Indian

23. Check accounts

25. Serious play

26. Lubricated

27. Sleep noise

30. Catcher’s glove

31. Actress ____ Winfrey

32. Staggers

33. Put up

35. Profound

37. “Cry ____ River” (2 wds.)

38. Streamlined

41. Vouched for

44. Short distances

49. Singer Willie ____

52. Compact

53. Glide

55. Incline

56. Thirst quenchers

57. Uncluttered

58. Space org.

59. Picnic nuisances

60. Emerald ____

62. Initial wager

63. Housekeeper

64. Circle parts
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Actress Kiara Advani will be

seen teaming up with chore-

ographer Ganesh Acharya

for the second time after

'Bijli' from her latest release

'Govinda Naam Mera' for

the upcoming Kartik

Aaryan-starrer 'Satyaprem

Ki Katha'. While Kiara has

time and again expressed

her excitement for having

collaborated with the leg-

endary choreographer for

the first time with Bijli, the

actress is now already

shooting for yet another

song with him for her next

film. Kiara shared a video of

herself and Ganesh dancing

to 'Bijli' celebrating the

response to 'Govinda Naam

Mera'. The actress said:

"With The Legend! I was so

excited to be choreo-

graphed by Masterji for

#Bijli Just us adding some

Bijli on the sets of Satya

Prem ki katha as we shoot

for the next song together."

Having recently wrapped

the shoot of song for S.

Shankar's RC-15, Kiara has

now resumed the shoot of

her upcoming film

'Satyaprem ki Katha', a

musical romantic drama

film directed by Sameer

Vidwans. The film is sched-

uled to be released theatri-

cally in 2023.

T V actress Shweta Tiwari
talks about her bond

with her on-screen daughters
on the sets of 'Main Hoon
Aparajita'. She is playing the
role of Aparajita, a mother of
three daughters.

The role of three daughters
is played by Anushka
Merchande, Dhwani Gori and
Shruti Choudhary. Talking
about her bond with them she
said: "The mother-daughter
relationship is one of the
most beautiful relationships
in the world. In the show, I am
a mother of three daughters
and all of them are adorable."

"I am more like a friend to
them now. They all are very
smart and curious kids, they
want to learn everything
about the industry. Recently
during an outdoor shoot, we
got the opportunity to go out
together for a picnic se-
quence." The actress, who is a
mother of two in real life,

added that she has all the fun
on the sets with her on-screen
daughters. From playing foot-
ball, making reels to having
food together, Shweta makes
sure to spend quality time
with them.

The TV star best known for
her 'Kasauti Zindagi Kay' role,
said: "Over and above produc-
tion's arrangements I tried
my best to ensure that they
were comfortable and enjoyed
the outdoor shoot to the
fullest.

"We all spent some quality
time playing football, antak-
shari, making some nice fun
videos for our social media,
and after the shoot we even
went out for dinner. With the
girls there is no dull day but
this kind of quality time cer-
tainly strengthens our bond
and improves our on-screen
chemistry."

'Main Hoon Aparajita'
airs on Zee TV.

Shweta Tiwari talks
about how 

she bonds with 
on-screen daughters

I t's FIFA time and quite a few
of B-Town's football enthusi-

asts are seen watching the
matches live in Qatar. Raveena
Tandon too took off with her son
Ranbirvardhan Thadani and the
two spent some quality mother-
son time together watching
Croatia vs Morocco match.

They watched Croatia defeat
Morocco in the play-off on
Saturday to finish third in the
tournament. Sharing some
videos and photographs on
Instagram, Raveena wrote,
"#fifa2022. It’s Son Time ! #croat-
iavsmorocco #achrafhakimi
#worldcup #qatar"

The actress is seen wearing a
black top with a denim jacket
with her hair tied up in a pony-
tail. Ranbir wore a red T-shirt.
Raveena was also seen grooving
and singing along to the music in
the stadium. Filmmaker and cho-
reographer Farah Khan com-
mented on her post, "Mothers of

the year (haha emoji)." She is
also in Qatar with her son.
"@farahkhankunder hahaha ya
that’ll be our caption," Raveena
replied. Many Bollywood stars
have already flown to Qatar dur-
ing the tournament to watch the
football action. Yesterday,

Deepika Padukone was seen
flyin to Qatar for the finale.
Kartik Aaryan was seen with his
ticket to Qatar this morning.
Others including Shah Rukh
Khan are also expected to attend
the final tonight.

Meanwhile, on the work front,
Raveena was last seen in the
blockbuster KGF: Chapter 2
which was the second highest-
grossing film.

The movie has set a new
benchmark in the Indian film in-
dustry by breaking all box office
records. She also made a big
wave with ‘Aranyak’ on OTT for
which she has bagged alot of
awards this year. Raveena will be
next seen in T series family en-
tertainer Ghudchadi alongside
Sanjay Dutt, Arbaaz Khan’s up-
coming social drama Patna
Shukla. She has recently fin-
ished shooting for a Disney plus
Hotstar web series. She will soon
start shoot for Aranyak Season 2.

Raveena Tandon spends quality time with son Ranbir 

HH arshvardhan Rane's love
for nature and life on

the road is quite evident
through his social media, and
now he has taken that bond a
little further by buying a new
house, but with a twist. As the
actor's birthday approaches,
he has planned a big move to
his new home for a while.

Giving a twist to normal
housing, this new purchase of
Harshvardhan is actually a
campervan and the actor is
quite excited to take it on the
road, across the scenic loca-
tions that he loves. This
campervan is actually the ful-
filment of his childhood
dream that came to fruition
after 12 years of planning and
7 months of execution. Before
this too, Harshvardhan has
often taken on the road with
his jeep, going to some
remote locations and making
the car his home. With this
new dream-come-to-life of
his, he is indeed promoting a
nomad like minimalistic

lifestyle. The actor has prom-
ised himself to live in his
campervan until his upcoming
film Sanam Teri Kasam 2
releases in an attempt to live
a more minimalist lifestyle.
With his new home,
Harshvardhan has also
become the first actor in India
to live in a campervan instead
of a fancy house. There are
many celebrities in Hollywood
who have lived their best life
on the road, including stars
like Shailene Woodley, Will
Smith, Simon Cowell, Ashton
Kutcher and wife Mila Kunis,
and Vin Diesel. But for the
Indian film industry, it's a
first. Meanwhile on the work
front, the actor was seen this
year in Tara Vs Bilal which is
soon looking for its release on
OTT. He has completed the
shoot of Sanjay Gupta's sports
drama and is currently work-
ing on Bejoy Nambiar's
Dange, post which he will
start work on Sanam Teri
Kasam 2.

Harshvardhan Rane
becomes first actor to
live in a Campervan

After ‘Kaduva’ success, Prithviraj-Kailas
duo’s ‘Kaapa’ set for Dec 22 release

Kiara Advani is
‘excited’ 

to be 
choreographed

by Ganesh
Acharya 

once again

Nikki Tamboli
Fitness for me is 

like oxygen, it gives
me mental peace
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New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

India will have to keep
their emotions in check in
order to go the distance in
the men’s hockey World
Cup next month, says leg-
endary Dutch player Bram
Lomans.

The 1998 World Cup-win-
ner and two-time Olympic
gold medallist said the
hosts can be title con-
tenders along with
Australia they manages to
keep focus and soak the
pressure of expectations
in the premier tourna-
ment, starting January 13.

“I think if India can
cope with the enormous
pressure, and if the play-
ers do not get too excited,
they have a really good
chance to win. India have
got good strikers, good cor-
ner-takers, and a good
goalkeeper. So they have
all the ingredients to go
far,” said Lomans, whose
drag-flicking skills during
the late 1990s revolu-
tionised the game.

“If they get too excited
or emotional, then it can
fall apart. But if they can
keep their focus, then they
are one of the biggest can-
didates, along with
Australia,” Lomans was
quoted as saying in a
Hockey India release.

India are in Group D
alongside Spain, England,

and Wales. Lomans is im-
pressed with captain
Harmanpreet Singh’s “re-
laxed attitude”, saying he
can handle pressure and
go about his task in a cool
manner.

“He is really good be-
cause he knows his
strengths and his qualities
and he just goes for it. He

does not stress about it too
much when he is taking a
penalty corner, even
though I am sure the pres-
sure will be enormous on
him. But he has that calm-
ness around him that
helps him get the job
done,” Lomans, who is in
India for drag-flicking
training sessions with the

men’s team at Bengaluru,
added. The 47-year-old tac-
tician also said India have
a strong pool of young
drag flickers going into the
World Cup at
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela. “The biggest
strength of the current
Indian team is that they
have 4-5 really good penal-

ty-corner takers who can
score. If they all can chip
in, it will take the pressure
off Harmanpreet. The
quality is high and I am
honoured I can help them
out. There are also some
really good talents at the
U-21 camp, who can come
up in the future,” he
added.

Indian players need to soak pressure, keep
emotions in hockey World Cup: Lomans

Karachi, Dec 19 (AP):

Legspinner Rehan
Ahmed became the
youngest men’s test crick-
eter to claim a five-wicket
haul on his debut and put
England on the brink of a
historic 3-0 sweep in its
first test tour to Pakistan
in 17 years.

Pakistan’s batters crum-
bled for 216 in the second
innings of the third and
final test as the 18-year-old
Ahmed grabbed 5-48 and
Jack Leach (3-72) claimed
all three of his wickets in
the space of six deliveries
on Day 3 to leave England a
modest target of 167 runs.
Ben Duckett (50 not out)
and Zak Crawley (41) mo-
tored England to 112-2 by
stumps with their aggres-
sive “Bazball” brand of
batting named after their
coach Brendon McCullum.

England needs a further
55 runs to register its sec-
ond successive win inside
four days following its
thrilling 26-run victory at
Multan last week. England
won the first test by 74
runs in dimming light on
the last day on a flat wicket
in Rawalpindi. Crawley
and Duckett plundered 87
runs off 69 balls before
mystery spinner Abrar

Ahmed grabbed two late
wickets. Crawley was ad-
judged leg before wicket
while attempting a sweep
and Rehan Ahmed (10),
promoted up the order,
smacked two boundaries
before he swiped and got
clean bowled. Harry
Brook’s third successive
century had given England
a 50-run first innings lead
when it replied with 354
after dismissing Pakistan
for 304, with Ahmed and
Leach sharing six wickets
between them.

Pakistan, staring at its
first ever 3-0 whitewash at
home, lost the last seven
wickets for 52 runs in the
second innings as Ahmed
stifled the middle-order
with his sharp googlies
and legspin. Captain
Babar Azam (54) hit his
third half century in the
last four innings and Saud
Shakeel (53) made his
fourth fifty in his debut se-
ries before Ahmed left the
lower order clueless on a
wicket which has a vari-
able bounce and slow turn

from Day 1.
Babar and Shakeel had

rebuilt Pakistan’s hopes
with a 110-run stand before
both fell late in the second
session to Ahmed.

Babar became the fourth
test player to complete
1,000 runs this year, but
played an overambitious
pull against Ahmed’s short
ball soon after completing
his half century and Ollie
Pope held a sharp catch at
short mid-wicket. Ahmed,
who also became the
youngest England test

debutant at the age of 18
years, 126 days, then
picked up the wickets of
Mohammad Rizwan (7)
and Shakeel in successive
overs to seize complete
control as Pakistan
reached 177-6 at tea.
Shakeel followed up his
three previous half cen-
turies in his maiden test
series with another defiant
fifty before he top-edged a
sweep against Ahmed and
was caught by Leach at
square leg.

Babar and Shakeel had
defied spin and pace for 2
hours, 45 minutes after
Leach’s triple strike had
reduced Pakistan to 54-3.

Pakistan was ahead by
just three runs when the
top order crashed against
Leach on a wicket where
spinners have dominated.

Former captain Azhar
Ali had a disappointing
end to his 97-test career as
the 37-year-old fell without
scoring in his last innings
when Leach knocked back
his off stump with a sharp
turning delivery. England
players applauded and
shook hands with Azhar
before he took the final
guard with his wife and
two sons among a sparse
crowd at the National
Stadium.

World Cup Hockey in Odisha:
Offline ticket sales start

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr::  Offline ticket sales for the World Cup Hockey to
be held in Odisha next month began on Monday, though fans
are disappointed that all tickets for India’s first three matches
are sold out. The matches will be held in Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar and the newly built Birsa Munda Stadium in
Rourkela between January 13 and 29. Hockey fans, including
women, made a beeline at the counters to get tickets from
early in the morning. However, they failed to get tickets for
India’s matches. “The man at the counter said tickets only for
January 13 and 14 matches are available. However, there will
be no India match on those two days. We are told tickets for
India matches have been sold out (online),” said C R Mohapatra
who came to the Reserve Police Line Ground near Gate no. 8 of
the Kalinga Hockey Stadium. The website selling the tickets
showed that passes for India’s matches against Spain, England
and Wales on January 13, 15 and 19 respectively are sold out.

DDhhaakkaa,,  DDeecc  1199  ((PPTTII))

India skipper Rohit Sharma
is unlikely to feature in the sec-
ond and final Test against
Bangladesh, beginning here on
Thursday, as he has not yet
fully recovered from a thumb
injury he suffered in the pre-
ceding ODI series.

Rohit had hurt his left thumb
while fielding in the second
ODI against Bangladesh on
December 7. India had lost the
ODI series 1-2.

Rohit had travelled back to
Mumbai to see a specialist fol-
lowing his injury. “He is yet to
travel to Dhaka for the second

Test. His webbing is sore and
there is still some pain. It is
unlikely that he will play,” a
BCCI source told PTI.

India will be pressing for
another win as they aim to
reach their second straight
World Test Championship final.

After the win on Sunday,
Rahul had said that it would
take a day or two to get the
final word on Rohit’s fitness
and availability.

“About Rohit, we may be
able to know (his status) in the
next day or two, even I am not
aware of it,” Rahul had said at
the post-match press confer-
ence.

Rohit unlikely 
to regain full fitness

for second Test

Ahmed puts England on brink of memorable 3-0 win in Pak

Pak’s Azhar Ali,

center, who is

playing his last

match due to his

retirement, walks

off the field after

his dismissal 

during the third

day of third test

cricket match 

between England

and Pakistan, in

Karachi, Monday.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI):

India women’s hockey
captain Savita Punia is
confident her team will
produce good results at the
Asian Games in Hangzhou
next year following their
FIH Nations Cup title tri-
umph in Valencia last
Saturday. The team re-
turned to the national cap-
ital on Monday morning
after defeating Spain 1-0 in
the final of the inaugural

edition of the tournament
and got promoted to the
2023-24 Pro League.

“We have had a good
year in 2022 and going for-
ward we will continue to
aim for more wins and ti-
tles. We have the Asian
Games 2022 coming up
next year, and we will defi-
nitely try to come back
with a good result,” said
Savita on arrival at the IGI
airport. “As a captain, I am
very proud and delighted

with my teammates.
Everyone gave their 100
per cent, and we main-
tained our focus right
from the start, on and off
the field, and it really feels
great to be part of such a
team,” added Savita.

Gurjit Kaur scored the
only goal in the match and
the defender said winning
the tournament was per-
haps the “best moment”
for her and the team.

“Winning the final of
the Nations Cup has to
count as the best moment
for me and the team. We
had this as our goal from
the beginning and to be
able to achieve it felt really
good,” said Gurjit.

The tournament also
saw 22-year-old forward
Lalremsiami cross the 100-
cap mark in India colours.

“To be able to reach the
100-cap mark at such a
young age is something
that gives me immense joy.
And I am very grateful for
the continued support
from everyone on the
team.

“We are very happy to
have won the Nations Cup
and we will continue to
work hard going ahead,”
Lalremsiami said.

Nations Cup triumph gives us 
confidence for Asian Games: Savita

Lusail, Dec 19 (AP):

France played its part
in one of the most memo-
rable finishes in World
Cup history, even though
the defending champions
failed to retain the title.

Kylian Mbapp ‘s hat
trick of goals all came late
first in regulation, then in
extra time and helped give
France a 3-3 draw with
Argentina in the final.

In the penalty shootout,
it seemed destined for
Lionel Messi to win his
first World Cup at the age
of 35, not Mbapp to win his
second at 23.

Still, the foundations of
France’s national soccer
team are solid with just
under four years to go
until the next World Cup
in 2026.

France outperformed
expectations even as the
defending champion and
the world’s fourth-ranked
team.

A run of poor results in
the UEFA Nations League,
including a home loss in
June to Denmark, plus a
litany of injuries before
and after the squad for
Qatar was selected kept
high hopes in check.

Then, in the last train-
ing session before the

flight to Doha, forward
Christopher Nkunku was
injured by a teammate.

It got worse in Qatar.
Ballon d’Or winner Karim
Benzema was forced out of
the squad because of an
injury and then Lucas
Hern ndez, the left back in
the 2018 team, picked up a
season-ending knee injury
nine minutes into
France’s first game
against Australia.

France persevered and
got better as the team
passed through the knock-
out rounds against Poland,
England and Morocco.

The record now under
France coach Didier
Deschamps of two World
Cup finals and a quarterfi-
nal, plus a European
Championship final and a
UEFA Nations League title

is truly impressive.
“I’m optimistic about

the future,” said
Deschamps, who has ex-
pertly mixed youth and ex-
perience in his teams. “A
lot of players have played
in many of those tourna-
ments and have got experi-
ence.”

The next generation of
players to revitalize Les
Bleus is already at the
World Cup.

Several made debuts
this year and their
progress in Qatar was ac-
celerated by all the in-
juries and illness to long-
established players.

On March 24, France
will host the Netherlands
at Stade de France to start
one of the toughest
European Championship
qualifying groups.

With Mbapp and Deschamps,
France’s future looks just fine

Woakes on 
opting out of IPL

‘It wasn’t 
easy decision by

any means’

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  1199  ((PPTTII))::
England all-rounder Chris
Woakes says it wasn’t an
easy call to miss the “finan-
cially rewarding” IPL next
year but he had to do that
to have a best shot at mak-
ing the Test team for the
2023 Ashes at home.
Woakes might not have
attracted a million dollar
bid but would have been
sought- after at the IPL
auction in Kochi later this
week. Woakes, who missed
the home Test season with
injury, will be instead turn-
ing up for Warwickshire in
the County Championship.
“It wasn’t an easy decision,
by any means. There’s still
a part of me that wishes I
could go because the IPL is
a great tournament and
financially it could be very
rewarding - but I didn’t
want to make the decision
solely on finance. “It’s a
tricky scenario: having just
won a World Cup, poten-
tially stock could be high. 

Melbourne, Dec 19 (AP): 

Venus Williams has been
awarded a wild-card
entry to play at the
Australian Open next
month, 25 years after she
played the Grand Slam
tournament for the first
time.

The 42-year-old
Williams has reached the
final twice in Australia,

including a loss to her
younger sister, Serena,
in the 2017 champi-

onship match. She will
be contesting the season-
opening major for the
22nd time. “I’ve been
competing in the country
for over 20 years now and

the Australian com-
munity has always
supported me
w h o l e -
heart-

e d l y, ”
the seven-time major win-
ner said in a statement.
Venus and Serena
Williams combined to
win the Australian Open
women’s doubles title
four times and Venus also
won the mixed doubles
title in 1998 with fellow
American Justin
Gimelstob.

Serena Williams will
not be contesting the Jan.
16-29 tournament at
Melbourne Park after an-
nouncing at the U.S. Open
that she was ready to
evolve away from tennis.

Venus Williams
awarded wild-card entry

for Australian Open
Wellington, Dec 19 (PTI):

New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson and
head coach Gary Stead
will miss the white-ball
tour of India, starting next
month, as part of their
workload management.

New Zealand Cricket
(NZC) have named split
ODI squads for the away
series against Pakistan,
which begins on January
10, and India, scheduled to
start on January 18.
Newly-appointed Test cap-
tain Tim Southee will also
return home after the
Pakistan tour to prepare
for the home Test series
against England in
February. In Wiliamson
and Stead’s absence, Tom
Latham will lead the
Kiwis while batting coach
Luke Ronchi will serve as
the head coach in the
three-match ODI series
against India.

Ronchi will also be in
charge as the head coach
for the T20 series in India,
the squad for which will be
announced on January 9.
He will be assisted by for-
mer New Zealand women
coach Bob Carter and for-
mer spinner Paul
Wiseman. All-rounder
Mark Chapman and pacer

Jacob Duffy will replace
Williamson and Southee
in the squad for the India
tour. In-form pace bowling
all-rounder Henry Shipley
has been handed a maiden
call-up after impressing in
the domestic circuit. He
has been named in both
squads. The tall (1.96m)
right-arm pacer and mid-
dle order power batter was
the leading wicket-taker in
last season’s Super Smash.

“Henry’s an exciting tal-
ent who we’ve had our eye
on for a while,” New
Zealand selector Gavin
Larsen said. “He’s taken
his game to another level
in the past 12 months, and
we’re delighted to see his
progression given how
valuable genuine all-
rounders are in any crick-
et team,” he added.

Skipper Williamson,
head coach Stead 

to miss tour of India

Deep Ekka
Grace 

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Thousands of farmers
held a rally here on
Monday under the banner
of RSS-affiliated Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS) to press
for a rollback of GST on
agricultural goods and
other demands and threat-
ened to intensify their
protest if these are not met.

Braving cold conditions,
the farmers travelled to
Delhi from several states,
including Punjab,
Maharashtra, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal,
on tractors, motorcycles
and private buses and par-
ticipated in the 'Kisan
Garjana' rally at the
Ramleela Ground to seek
relief measures, the organ-
isers said. The protesters

were demanding a rollback
of GST on farming activi-
ties, an increase in the in-
come support provided
under the PM-Kisan
scheme, revocation of the
permission for commercial
production of genetically

modified (GM) crops and
remunerative prices for
their produce based on the
input cost, they said.
Launched in December
2018, income support of Rs
6,000 per year in three
equal installments is pro-

vided to all land-holding
farmer families under the
PM-Kisan scheme.

The BKS, in a statement,
said "state and central gov-
ernments will face trouble
if they do not heed the
farmers' demand in time".
National General
Secretary, BKS, Mohini
Mohan said: "The promis-
es made by the prime min-
ister regarding the rights
of farmers have proved to
be empty." 

"The government prom-
ised an increase in the in-
come of farmers, but this
could not happen. Farmers
are not beggars, they have
the right to remunerative
prices for their crops," he
said. Mohan said the
world's largest farmers' or-
ganisation "will roar and be
vocal" if the government
does not wake up in time.

RSS’ farmer body warns govt
of trouble if demands not met
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Commuters ride horse-driven carts amid smog on a cold winter morning, in New Delhi, Monday.

WINTER MORNING

Bill to repeal over 60 old laws, 
rectify error in one introduced in LS

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

A bill which seeks to re-
peal over 60 obsolete laws,
including one enacted 137
years ago, was introduced
in Lok Sabha on Monday.

The Repealing and
Amending Bill, 2022 also
aims to correct a "patent
error" in another law by

replacing certain words.
Piloted by Law Minister

Kiren Rijiju, the bill is one
of the periodical meas-
ures by which enactments
which have ceased to be in
force, or have become ob-
solete or the retention as
separate Act is unneces-
sary, are repealed.

Such bills also correct

defects which are detected
in laws. The bill proposes
to repeal the Land
Acquisition (Mines) Act,
1885. It also seeks to repeal
the Telegraph Wires
(Unlawful Possession)
Act, 1950.

‘Disruptions not sending good signals’
New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Rajya Sabha Chairman
and Vice President of India
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Monday said disruptions of
House proceedings were
not sending good signals
and that he has asked cer-
tain MPs to see him in his
chamber over last week's
disruptions.

Dhankar rejected no-
tices seeking a discussion
on Chinese incursion on
Indian borders saying
they were not drafted in
accordance with the rules,
leading to almost the en-
tire opposition staging a
walkout of the House.

Leader of the
Opposition and Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge said the Chairman
has all powers and can
allow for a discussion but
Dhankar wasn't im-
pressed. When the House

met for the day, the
Chairman said he has re-
ceived 9 notices under rule
267 that called for the sus-
pension of the listed busi-
ness and taking up a dis-
cussion or debate on the
matter indicated therein.

Without disclosing ei-
ther the contents or the
movers of the notices,
Dhankar said he cannot
give attention to any no-
tice that is "deficient" or
that "miserably fails mini-
mum requirement of the
fulfilment of rules."
Stating that Dhankar had
on December 8 laid down
the methodology for giv-
ing notices under rule 267,
he said none of the 9 no-
tices measured up to the
requirement.

"It is a painful duty for
me that not only the rule is
outraged, no attention
whatsoever has been laid
on the rule. The notices

are drawn in a manner as
if the rule doesn't exist. I
expect the members to fol-
low the procedure indicat-
ed in the rule, go through
all the two essential ele-
ments and then carve out
notice," he said.

And it is for the same
reason that rule no 267 no-
tice was accepted in the
entire tenure of his prede-
cessor M Venkaiah Naidu,

he said. He then went on to
refer to adjournments of
proceedings that opposi-
tion MPs forced on
December 13, 15 and 16 to
press for a discussion on
the Chine border row. "I
painfully report to you
that loss of more than 100
minutes of disruption on
December 13, 15 and 16 has
sent not a good signal," he
said, adding besides caus-

ing loss of crores to the ex-
chequer, the time meant
discussions on public is-
sues was also wasted.

"This House is a unique
platform. We must share
the vision, passion, and
mission of the framers of
the Constitution," he said.
"Generating optics of dis-
ruption brings a very bad
name to us. It generates
disillusionment.

It sends a signal as if
those who have been elect-
ed to this august House, to
perform the solum duty to
act as House of Elders, the
Upper House, conduct
themselves in a manner
which leaves much to be
desired."  Dhankhar said
he will be open to any no-
tice that is in accordance
with the rules. "Any no-
tice that is in the line with
the spirit and sense of the
rules, will receive my con-
sideration."

Delhi court to hear actor Nora Fatehi's defamation
complaint against Jacqueline Fernandez on Jan 21

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

A Delhi court is likely
to hear on January 21 a
criminal complaint filed
by actor Nora Fatehi
against Jacqueline
Fernandez for allegedly
defaming her by "unfairly
dragging" her name into
a Rs 200 crore money
laundering case involv-
ing 'conman' Sukesh
Chandrashekar.

Fatehi, a Canadian citi-
zen, has also arrayed 15
media organisations as
accused in her complaint.

The complaint was
brought up before Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Snigdha Sarvaria, who
assigned the matter to
Metropolitan Magistrate

Kapil Gupta.
M e t r o p o l i t a n

Magistrate Gupta, there-
after, posted the matter
for January 21 to decide
whether to take cogni-
sance on the complaint.

Fatehi, who is likely to
appear before the court
on January 21, had said
in her complaint filed on
December 12 that she has
"a pristine reputation
apart from a rapidly pro-
gressing career which
has quite obviously
threatened her rivals who
are unable to compete
with her on fair footing".

The defamatory state-
ment was made by
Fernandez in "bad faith"
and with "mala fide in-
tention" and was circu-

lated by the media hous-
es made accused in the
complaint with an intent
to defame her, she said.

The complaint claimed
the allegations made by
Fernandez, also a
Bollywood actor, that
Fatehi had received gifts
from Chandrashekar
were wrong.

"The only time the
complainant spoke to
Chandrashekar was
when his wife, Leena
Maria Paul, made her
speak to him over speak-
erphone at the event in
Chennai where the com-
plainant was invited by
Leena. At the event, the
complainant was gifted
an iPhone and a Gucci
bag by Leena. No gifts

were ever received by the
complainant from
Chandrashekar," Fatehi
has said in the com-
plaint.

Fatehi also denied she
had received a luxury car
from Chandrashekar and
said it was part payment
to her brother-in-law
Bobby Khan, who
Chandrashekar had ap-
proached for directing a
movie.

"Since the complainant
had never even spoken to
Chandrashekar let alone
having met him, hence
the imputation made by
the Fernandez and the
subsequent publishing of
the same by the accused
media houses are un-
true," the complaint said.

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The government on
Monday said that it has
accorded approval to 163
proposals worth Rs
2,46,989 crore under vari-
ous categories of capital
procurement for the
armed forces in the last
three years.

Minister of State for
Defence Ajay Bhatt, reply-
ing to a question in Rajya
Sabha, also said the share
of procurement from do-
mestic firms has been on
an upward trajectory.

"The government, in
the last three years that is
from 2019-20 to 2021-22 and
current year (2022-23 up to
September 2022), has ac-
corded Acceptance of

Necessity (AoN) to 163
proposals worth Rs
2,46,989.38 crore approxi-
mately, under various cat-
egories of capital procure-
ment which promote do-
mestic manufacturing as
per DAP-2020," he said.

The AoN is the initial
approval for any defence
project. Procurement is
done under the frame-
work of the Defence
Acquisition Procedure
(DAP).

Bhatt said the share of
domestic firms in the
total procurement was at
54 per cent in 2018-19. It
jumped to 59 per cent in
2019-20 and to 64 per cent
in 2020-21, he said.

This year, it has in-
creased to 68 per cent for

domestic procurement, of
which 25 per cent has
been earmarked for pro-
curement from the pri-
vate industry, the minis-
ter said.

"With focus of the gov-
ernment on indigenisa-
tion and procurement of
defence products from the
domestic resources, the
expenditure on defence
procurement from foreign
sources has reduced from
46 per cent to 36 per cent
in the last four years that
is from 2018-19 to 2021-22,"
Bhatt said.

To a separate question,
he said the defence im-
ports in 2021-22 was
50,061.68 crore while it
was Rs 53,118.58 crore in
2020-21, Rs 47,961.47 crore

2019-20 and Rs 45,705.57 in
2018-19. On India's defence
exports, Bhatt said it was
Rs 12,815 crore in 2021-22,
Rs 8,435 crore in 2020-21,
Rs 9,116 crore in 2019-20
and Rs 10,746 crore in
2018-19.

He said the defence ex-
ports this year, till date,
has been estimated at Rs
6,058 crore. Asked about
the schemes launched by
the government to make
the country self-reliant in
the field of weapons and
defence equipment and
the targets that have been
achieved so far, Bhatt said
the desired information
is "sensitive in nature
and its disclosure is not
in the interest of national
security." 

ED attaches Rs 907 cr assets of
crypto exchanges under PMLA

New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate has attached
proceeds of crime worth
Rs 907 crore and arrested
three persons in cases re-
lated to money launder-
ing by crypto exchanges,
Parliament was in-
formed on Monday.

Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said Central
GST officers have detect-
ed Goods and Services
Tax (GST) evasion worth
Rs 87.60 crore by 12 cryp-
to exchanges.

Recovery of Rs 110.97
crore, including interest
and penalty, has been
made. The minister said
further investigation is
under process in eight
cases and four cases are
closed on payment of tax

along with interest and
penalty.

Further, in case of
crypto exchange Zanmai
Labs Pvt Ltd, known as
WazirX, assets worth Rs
289.68 crore have been
seized from the exchange
and its Directors for vio-
lation of the provisions
of the foreign exchange
management act
(FEMA), Chaudhary
said.

In a written reply to a
question in the Lok
Sabha, the minister said
the Directorate of
Enforcement is investi-
gating several cases relat-
ed to crypto frauds
wherein a few crypto ex-
changes have also been
found involved in money
laundering.

"As on December 14,
2022, proceeds of crime

amounting to Rs 907.48
crore have been at-
tached/seized, three per-
sons have been arrested
and four prosecution
complaints have been
filed before the Special
Court, PMLA, in these
cases," Chaudhary said.

Currently, crypto as-
sets are unregulated in
India. "Crypto assets by
definition are borderless
and require internation-
al collaboration to pre-
vent regulatory arbi-
trage. Therefore, any leg-
islation for regulation or
for banning can be effec-
tive only with significant
international collabora-
tion on evaluation of the
risks and benefits and
evolution of common
taxonomy and stan-
dards," Chaudhary
added.

India’s development will be
based on vision and aspirations

of its people: Bhagwat
Mumbai, Dec 19 (PTI): 

RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat has said India's
development will be based
on the vision and aspira-
tions of its people. "If
India does it by looking at
America and China, it
won't be India's develop-
ment.

This may be develop-
ment, but then India will
become like China and
America," he said.
"India`s development will
happen based on its vi-
sion, the conditions and
aspirations of its people,
culture and our country's
outlook towards the
world," Bhagwat said at
an event in Mumbai on
Sunday.

On religion, Bhagwat
said, "A religion which

makes man prosperous
but destroys nature is not
religion." 

"If India becomes
strong, we won't wield the
'danda' (stick) as China
and America do, but due
to us those who wield the
'danda' will stop wielding
them," Bhagwat said.

India's development
model is not about devel-
oping itself and letting
other countries fight with
each other, the RSS chief
said. "India's development
means progress of the
whole world," he added.

"As India is becoming
strong and prosperous,
Indians all over the world
are holding their heads
high. Earlier, hardly any-
one took notice, but now
have been asked to host
G20 presidency," he said.

UNNAO RAPE CASE

HC judge recuses from
hearing interim bail plea of

convicted leader Sengar
New Delhi, Dec 19 (PTI): 

Delhi High Court judge
Justice Talwant Singh on
Monday recused himself
from hearing the interim
bail plea of expelled BJP
leader Kuldeep Singh
Sengar in a case in which
he is serving life imprison-
ment for raping a minor
girl in Uttar Pradesh's
Unnao in 2017.

A bench of Justice
Siddharth Mridul and
Justice Talwant Singh di-
rected that the case be list-
ed before another bench for
hearing on December 22.
"List this application be-
fore a bench in which one
of us, namely, Justice

Talwant Singh, is not a
member subject to obtain-
ing directions of the chief
justice," the court ordered,
without specifying the rea-
sons for Justice Singh's re-
cusal from the hearing in
the case.

The court was informed
that Sengar was seeking in-
terim bail for two months
to attend his daughter's
wedding which is to take
place on February 8. The
ceremonies for the wed-
ding will begin on January
18, the counsel for Sengar
said. Sengar's appeal chal-
lenging the trial court's
verdict in the Unnao rape
case is already pending in
the high court.

He has sought quashing
of the December 16, 2019
judgement of the trial
court which convicted him.
Sengar has also sought set-
ting aside of the December
20, 2019 order sentencing
him to imprisonment for
the remainder of his life.

The trial court had con-
victed Sengar under vari-
ous provisions of the IPC
including section 376 (2)
which deals with the of-
fence of rape committed by
a public servant who "takes
advantage of his official po-
sition and commits rape on
a woman in his custody as
such public servant or in
the custody of a public ser-
vant subordinate to him".
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Farmers during the ‘Kisan Garjana’ rally, organised by Bharatiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS), at Ramleela Maidan in New Delhi Monday.

Capital procurement proposals worth Rs 2.46 lakh
crore for armed forces approved in last 3 years: Govt

Rajya Sabha Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar conducts 
proceedings in the House during the ongoing Winter
Session of Parliament, in New Delhi, Monday.


