
New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Sargam Koushal was named
Mrs World 2022, besting con-
testants from 63 countries to
bring the title back to India
after 21 years.
Mrs World 2021 Shaylyn Ford
of the US presented the crown
to Mumbai-based Koushal at a
ceremony held at Westgate
Las Vegas Resort & Casino on
Saturday evening.
Mrs Polynesia was named the
first runner-up, followed by
Mrs Canada as the second
runner-up. The Mrs India pag-
eant announced the winner on
its official Instagram page on

Sunday. "The long wait is
over, it's after 21 years we
have the CROWN back!" read
the post. "We've got the
crown back after 21-22 years.
I'm so excited. Love you India,
love you world," the newly
crowned Mrs World, who hails
from Jammu and Kashmir,
said in a video following the
ceremony.

New DGP
PPaattnnaa:: The Bihar govern-
ment on Sunday appoint-
ed senior Indian Police
Service officer R S Bhatti
as the new Director
General of Police (DGP) of
the state. "Rajwinder
Singh Bhatti, a 1990-
batch IPS officer of Bihar
cadre, is appointed as
DGP of Bihar till further
orders", the notification
issued by the state Home
Department said.

Ill 
JJaaiippuurr:: Twelve girl stu-
dents of a residential
school in Rajasthan's
Sirohi district were taken
ill after consuming con-
taminated khichdi, offi-
cials said on Sunday. The
incident occurred in
Devnarayan Residential
School on Saturday
evening, they said.

Gang-raped 
PPaallgghhaarr:: A teenage girl
was allegedly raped by
eight men at a village in
Palghar district of
Maharashtra, following
which the police have
arrested all the accused,
an official said on Sunday.
The incident occurred dur-
ing the intervening night
of Friday and Saturday, in
which the accused raped
the girl at an unoccupied
bungalow in their beach
village before taking her
to the seashore, where
they again sexually
assaulted her, he said.

Mishap
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three children
were injured after they were
hit by a car near a school in
north Delhi's Gulabi Bagh
area on Sunday, police said.
The incident took place
around 9 am, they said,
adding that the driver has
been arrested. Gajender
(30), a resident of Pratap
Nagar, lost control over his
vehicle near the Lilawati
school, police said. The car
hit the children who were
standing on a footpath,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

Inaugurated 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Sunday
inaugurated the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) services
at AIIMS Bibinagar near
here and said the new
facilities will help in
enhancing patient care
and strengthening overall
digital health ecosystem
for the benefit of the peo-
ple of Telangana.

Arrested
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: At least nine
suspected Rohingyas from
Bangladesh were appre-
hended from Tripura for
illegally entering India,
Northeast Frontier Railway
said on Sunday. The nine
people, including five
women, were apprehended
during a special checking
at Agartala railway station,
NFR Chief Public Relations
Officer Sabyasachi De said
in a statement.
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Eminent film director Sudhir
Mishra delivers Satyajit Ray

Memorial lecture during ongoing
28th Kolkata International Film

Festival in Kolkata, Sunday. 
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Sahibganj, Dec 18 (PTI): 

A man was on Sunday ar-
rested here after his wife
was found chopped into
pieces, with body parts
dumped in different areas
of the district, a police offi-
cer said on Sunday.

The case, similar to the
Shraddha Walkar murder
in Delhi, has left the locals
in shock, he said. The vic-
tim, a 22-year-old woman,
was the second wife of 28-
year-old Dildar Ansari, the
officer said. Local residents
spotted the victim's body
parts, which were being
dragged by dogs, in Boria
area of the district, and the
police were subsequently
informed about the matter.

Sahibganj  Superinten-

dent of Police, Anuranjan
Kispotta, said 18 pieces of
her body could be recov-
ered so far.

"The accused committed
the crime with family
members, who were yet to
be arrested," the SP said.

Earlier, Jagannath Pan,
the officer-in-charge of
Borio Police Station, told
PTI, "On inspection, it was
found that the parts were of
a 22-year-old woman, a resi-
dent of Donda Pahar in
Boria area. Locals were left
aghast at the incident."

Sub-Divisional Police
Officer (Sahibganj)
Rajendra Kumar Dubey
said some of the body parts
of the victim were found in
an abandoned house in the
district.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Over 3,100 new govern-
ment services will be added
for online delivery during
the five-day good gover-
nance week that begins
from Monday, a statement
issued by the Personnel
Ministry on Sunday said.

A host of good gover-
nance activities have been
planned during the nation-
wide campaign based on the
theme 'Prashasan Gaon Ki
Ore' (governance towards
village). As many as 3,120

new services identified by
district collectors across the
country will be added for
online service delivery dur-
ing the five-day 'Prashasan
Gaon ki Ore' campaign to be
inaugurated by Union
Minister for Personnel,
Public Grievances and
Pensions Jitendra Singh on
Monday at Vigyan Bhawan
here, the statement said.

The good governance
week, or Sushasan Saptah,
will witness the nation's
grievance redressal plat-
forms functioning in unison
-- grievances received on
Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (CP-

GRAMS) will be redressed
along with grievances re-
ceived on state portals, it
said. This is the second time
in Amrit Kaal' period that
the government of India will
be conducting a national
campaign at tehsil-level to
address public grievances
and improving service deliv-
ery, the statement said.
Prashasan Gaon ki Ore cam-
paign will create a national
movement for good gover-
nance that will inspire fu-
ture generations, it added.

During the preparatory
phase of the good gover-
nance week 2022 held from
December 10-18, 2022, dis-
trict collectors have also

identified 81,27,944 applica-
tions for service delivery to
be disposed, along with
19,48,122 public grievances
to be redressed in state
grievance portals, the state-
ment said. Secretary,
Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances (DARPG),
V Srinivas said 373 best good
governance practices have
been identified for discus-
sion in district-level work-
shops on December 23. He
said 43 success stories in
public grievances will also
be shared during the good
governance week-2022
(Sushasan Saptah) from
December 19-25.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

How does it feel to know
that your body does not be-
long to you? Trapped, suf-
focating, frustrating!

This is how 25-year-old
Nnyra, a trans woman, felt
for almost 24 years till she
underwent a gender affir-
mation surgery that
helped her get a body she
could identify with.

Born as a male, Nnyra
was identified with gender
incongruence, in which a
person is in constant con-
flict with the sex he or she
is born in.

In gender incongruence,
one fails to identify with
the gender assigned to

them during birth. These
individuals are at conflict
with their parents, sib-
lings, peers and the society
at large, resulting in mi-
nority stress and discrimi-
nation, which lead to se-
vere distress.

"The condition has a def-
inite neurologic, genetic
and hormonal basis," Dr
Richie Gupta, director and
HoD, Plastic, Aesthetic,
Reconstructive Surgery
and Gender Affirmation
Clinic at the Fortis
Hospital in Shalimar Bagh
here, told PTI.

Despite not getting sup-
port from the family mem-
bers and facing societal
stigma, Nnyra underwent

the gender affirmation
surgery to become a fe-
male both in mind and
body.

She was put on feminis-
ing hormone therapy in
2020 and underwent
vaginoplasty, a procedure
by which her vagina was
constructed, in June.

She then underwent a
breast augmentation sur-
gery in August.

"I felt suffocated in a
male body. Some morn-
ings, I would wake up and
feel like scratching my
skin off and just get rid of
the man's body. My parents
never understood what I
was going through," she
recalled.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has said
police officers are not
required to do moral policing
and ask for physical favour
or material goods as it
upheld the order of the dis-
ciplinary authority for the
removal of a CISF constable
from service.
A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and J K Maheshwari
set aside the verdict of the
Gujarat High Court of
December 16, 2014, by
which it had allowed the
plea of CISF constable
Santosh Kumar Pandey and
directed his reinstatement in
service with 50 per cent
back wages from the date of
his removal. Pandey, who
was working as a constable

with the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), was
posted at the Greenbelt Area
of the IPCL Township,
Vadodara, Gujarat, where he
was charge-sheeted vide
memorandum dated October
28, 2001 on allegations of
misconduct.
According to the charge
sheet, Pandey, on the inter-
vening night of October 26
and October 27, 2001, when
he was posted as a constable
on night duty at the
Greenbelt Area of the IPCL
Township, Vadodara, Gujarat
at about 1 am, one Mahesh B.
Chaudhry and his fiancee had
passed through the area on
motorcycle and had stopped
in the corner, which is when
Pandey had come forward
and had questioned them.

HORRIFYING TRUTH 

J’khand woman’s chopped
body found, husband held

CAT SHOW

Cats on display at the 36th Championship Cat Show, in Bhopal, Sunday. 

GOVERNANCE TOWARDS VILLAGE

Over 3,100 services to be added for online delivery
̈ During good 

governance week

Police officers will not
do moral policing: SC

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The Union Health Ministry has
held a meeting with domestic
and international pharmaceuti-
cal companies for the introduc-
tion of human papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccine against cervical
cancer among children in the
national immunisation pro-
gramme next year, official
sources said.
Representatives of the Pune-
based Serum Institute of India
and American multinational
pharmaceutical company
Merck were present in the
meeting held on Thursday and
deliberated on their manufac-
turing capacity as well as pric-
ing of their vaccines, they said.
"The ministry is likely to float
a global tender in early 2023
for 16.02 crore doses of HPV
vaccine which will be supplied

by 2026. Global vaccine manu-
facturer Merck is likely to par-
ticipate in the tender apart
from domestic manufacturer
Serum Institute of India," one
of the official sources stated.
In July 2022, India's drug regu-
lator granted market authori-
sation to the Serum Institute's
indigenously developed HPV
vaccine. However, the vaccine
has not been launched yet.
Recently, on the sidelines of
the South Asia Meeting on
HPV Prevention and Control
Landscape and the Way
Forward, Serum Institute
Director Prakash Kumar Singh
confirmed that their HPV vac-
cine with brand name CER-
VAVAC will be launched in the
first quarter of 2023 at an
affordable price compared to
international HPV vaccines
available in India.

Centre to introduce HPV vaccine
in immunisation prog

FIGHTING SOCIETAL NORMS

People coming forward to undergo
gender affirmation surgeries

REMARKABLE FEAT

Sargam Koushal wins
Mrs World 2022

̈ Crown back in India
after 21 years

Agartala, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
launched a slew of devel-
opment projects in poll-
bound Tripura, asserting
that the "double-engine
government" is working
hard so that people of the
northeastern state are
benefitted.

Addressing a public
rally in the Vivekananda
Ground here, he said that
the focus of the govern-
ment is on all-round devel-
opment of Tripura and the
projects launched will give
a fillip to the state's growth
trajectory. "Over 2 lakh
poor families are getting
their own homes today

and the majority of them
are mothers and sisters of
Tripura," he said.

From the rally ground,
the Prime Minister
launched the "Grih

Pravesh" programme for
more than two lakh benefi-
ciaries under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban and Rural -
schemes.

‘Govt’s focus is on
Tripura’s all-round devp’

PM Modi being presented a memento by Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha during a public rally, in Agartala, Sunday.

Argentina crowned World Cup Champions
Doha, Dec 12:

Lionel Messi 'completed
football' by winning his maid-
en FIFA World Cup title as
Argentina defeated France 4-2
on penalties after the scores
were tied 3-3 in extra-time.
Kylian Mbappe scored a hat-
trick for France while Messi
scored a brace. Angel di
Maria was the only other
scorer for Argentina.

The Lusail Stadium hosted
what will go down as one of
the greatest, if not the great-
est, World Cup finals of all
time. Argentina were cruising
for much of the match, until
Kylian Mbappe converted a
penalty and scored a sensa-
tional equaliser to force the
game into extra-time. That led
to more insane football as
chances flew around at both
ends. Messi scored late in the
second-half of extra time to
seemingly win it for
Argentina, only for them to
concede a penalty mere sec-
onds later. The flawless
Mbappe converted that as
well, thus becoming the first
player to score a hat-trick in

the final of a World Cup. And
yet, he ended up on the losing
side, with Argentina winning
the penalty shootout.

Argentina off to a promis-
ing start, with Lionel Messi
converting a penalty in the
23rd minute to give Argentina
a 1-0 lead over France at the
Lusail Stadium. Leading 1-0,
Argentina haven't lost their
appetite for goals. Mac
Allister, di Maria and Messi at
the centre of most attacks
that are being built.
Argentina double their lead at
36th minutes on counter at-
tack. Messi receives the ball
after it is cleared and immedi-
ately plays it to Alvarez who
releases Mac Allister down
the wing. France are non-exis-
tent in midfield as the
Brighton man steams forward
then passes it to Di Maria on
the left and the veteran hits it
first time into the back of the
net. France scored two goals
in the second through Kylian
Mbappe. In the extra time
both teams scored one goal
each and the match went into
the  penalty shoot-out in
which Argentina win by 4-2.

SRGI conducts two day international conference
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) conducted a two-
day international conference on
"Innovation and Challenges in
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology" on
December 15-16, 2022, sponsored by
the Indian National Science Academy
(INSA), New Delhi, and the
Chhattisgarh Council of Science and
Technology (CCOST), Raipur.

The conference was graced by Chief
Guest Dr MK Verma, Vice Chancellor
CSVTU, and Guest of Honour Dr Alok
Shrivastav, Deputy Director, UR Rao
Satellite Center (URSC), Bangalore,
Karnataka. It commenced with the cen-
trally organised inauguration ceremo-
ny, followed by individual forums car-
ried out in parallel within the colleges
under the aegis of the SRGI group: the
Rungta Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, the Rungta College of
Science and Technology, and the RSR

Rungta College of Engineering and
Technology. The lucid scientific ses-
sions on the first day of the conference
were delivered by prominent personali-
ties in academia, including Dr Samuel
Goodwin, CEO. 

Functionless Machine Learning,
USA; Swati Adhikarla, Product &
Business Strategy Manager,
Functionless Machine Learning, USA; Dr
Sanyog Jain, Professor and Head,
National Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research, Punjab, India;
Dr Vikas Dubey, Associate Professor,
Govt Science College, Tilda CG; Dr NK
Swamy, Dean Academics, ISBM
University, Gariayband CG; Dr Vikas
Dubey, Bhilai Institute of Technology,
Raipur and Dr Ashish Asatkar, Assistant
Professor, Govt Science College, Tilda,
Chhattisgarh. 

The second day of the international
conference was held on December 16,
2022. The illuminating scientific ses-
sions were rendered by Dr Gaurav

Pathak, Manager, Regulatory Affairs &
Compliance, H&H Healthcare &
Cosmetics Pvt Ltd, Pithampur, MP; Dr
Marta Michalska-Domanska, Senior
Professor, Institute of Optoelectronics,
Military University of Technology
Warsaw, Poland; Dr RN Patel, University
of Technical Department, CSVTU,
Bhilai; Dr Arunendra Tiwari, Assistant
Professor, Govt Arts Science &
Commerce College, Jamgaon, CG; and
Dr Sushant Singh, Associate Professor,
AMITY University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
The two-day conference was also
graced by the presence of Rajendra

Surana, Director, Devlila Biotech,
Raipur; Dr Rajmani Patel, Dy Registrar,
Hemchand Yadav University, Durg; and
Dr Vishal Khare, Dept of Energy; CG
Biofuel Development Authority, Raipur;
Dr Padmavati Shrivastava, Associate
Professor in the Department of CSE and
Dean (Academics), Bhilai Institute of
Technology, Raipur; Dr Devesh
Shrivastava, Associate Professor,
Mechanical Engineering, Bhilai Institute
of Technology, Durg and Dr RH Gajghat,
Professor, Dept of Mechanical
Engineering, CCET.

The colloquium was attended by

more than 500 people, including inter-
national and national delegates, re-
search scholars, scientists, professors,
and students from different colleges in
India and abroad. More than 474 regis-
trations were accepted for e-posters
and posters and oral presentations. 

The international conference (ICNN
2022) flourishingly concluded with the
motivation of Dr T Rama Rao, Director
(Academics), SRGI; Mohd Shajid
Ansari, Asst Director, SRGI; Dr Rajesh
Kumar Nema Principal, RIPS; Dr Tripti
Agrawal Jain, Principal, RCST; Dr
Anurag Sharma, Principal, RSR RCET;
Harish Sharma, Vice Principal, RIPSR;
Rita Gupta Vice Principal, RCST;
Gyanesh Sahu, Associate Professor,
RIPSR. The dignitaries of the institu-
tion, Sanjay Rungta, Chairman SRGI,
and Dr Saket Rungta, Director SRGI,
graced the research convention with
blessings and congratulations on the
successful organisation of the interna-
tional conference.

NAAC Team visits St Thomas
College for assessment 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: A three-member
peer team appointed by the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC),
Bangalore visited St Thomas
College Bhilai on December
15&16, 2022 as the College went
in for its fourth cycle of accredita-
tion. The team comprised of for-
mer Vice-Chancellor, University
of Mumbai Prof Dr Suhas
Pednekar as the chairperson,
Professor Dr Pramod Kumar from
Agra as (NAAC Member
Coordinator) and Prof Dr Pargat
Singh Garcha from Ludhiana as
(NAAC Member). 

Principal of the College Dr MG
Roymon gave a PowerPoint pres-
entation about the College's cur-
rent status and its recent develop-
ments in terms of infrastructure
expansion and steps being taken
to implement New National
Education Policy in the forthcom-
ing session. Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, IQAC Coordinator,
also delivered a PowerPoint pres-
entation on the role of College
IQAC for ensuring quality initia-
tives and its sustenance in the col-
lege for evolving, enhancing and
sustaining excellence in its aca-
demic and administrative prac-
tices. 

NAAC Peer Team also interact-
ed with HoDs of all Teaching
Departments of the College. They
also met with the Stakeholders of
the college, ie, Parents, Students,
Alumni and University
Representatives. The Team as-
sessed the infrastructure of the
College, visited various
Departments and Laboratories

and interacted with the Teaching
and Non-Teaching Staff. Along
with Academic Studies, NCC,
NSS, Women's Safety Unit, Eco
Club, Kala Pratibha, Training
Placement, MoU, Sports and
Chhattisgarh Darshan were also
displayed by the College through
the Stall in the evening session,
the performance of a mesmeriz-
ing Cultural Program by the stu-
dents of the College enthralled
everyone. Dr Pargat Singh Garcha
lauded the Students of the college
for their spectacular performance
and their throughout interaction
and involvement during the in-
spection. 

On the second day, the NAAC
team took Stock of Institutional
Values, Best Practices; The
Library, Girls Hostel, Sports
Complex, Gymnasium, Solar
Panels, Fruit Garden, Canteen,
Rain Water Harvesting Stations
and Office were formally inspect-
ed by the Evaluation Committee.
The visits were followed by an in-
teraction with the IQAC members
and conveners of different college
committees. The two-day visit
concluded with an Exit Meeting in
which the NAAC Peer Team was
formally welcomed by the
Principal. The NAAC Chairperson

Prof Dr Suhas Pednekar gave
valuable suggestions for further
Qualitative Development of the
Institution. Dr Pednekar pointed
out the various areas where the
college can improve and urged all
the stakeholders to continue to
give their best. The chairperson
later handed over the peer team
report to the principal. Dr Aruna
Palta, Vice-Chancellor of
Hemchand Yadav University, Durg
was especially present during this
two-day inspection process. His
grace Manager Bishop Alexious
Mar Eusebius, Administrator of
the College Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Rev Father Dr Kurian
John, Treasurer Rev Fr Aju
KVarghese and Principal Dr MG
Roymon thanked the Peer Team
for their entire exercise, he fur-
ther thanked the Teaching and
Non-teaching staff, all the
Students, and Stakeholders for
their active support in the entire
process of accreditation At the
end of the program IQAC
Convener Dr Debjani Mukherjee
thanked for the suggestions given
by the evaluation committee and
assured to implement those sug-
gestions soon. The program was
coordinated by NAAC Convener
Dr James Mathew.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: Football lovers of
Bhilai-Durg and nearby areas are
in for a treat as the year draws to
a close and the new year begins.
Out of the 50 teams from 36
states that would be participating
in the prestigious HERO Under-17
Youth Cup 2022-23, five teams
representing Chhattisgarh,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh would play each
other twice at football ground in
Pant Stadium, Sector 1. 

Bhilai has been chosen as one
of the 10 venues where the
matches would be played firstly
because of its excellent sports in-
frastructure and secondly be-

cause Bhilai Steel Plant is the
sponsor for RK Mission team that
is playing as one of the partici-
pating teams representing
Chhattisgarh. Beginning
December 29, '22 and ending
January 06, 2023, ten matches
would be held at Pant Stadium
Football Ground on alternate
days, with two matches to be
played on each day.  

The tournament matches in
Bhilai that would be played on
Round Robin League basis is
being sponsored by All India
Football Federation, Chhattisgarh
Football Association and Bhilai
Steel Plant. Pant Stadium was
chosen as the venue since the
stadium is well-equipped with all

the necessary facilities including
well-maintained football ground,
dressing room for 30 persons,
rooms for match officials and ref-
erees etc. The four teams that

would play in Bhilai include the
state school champion team
from RK Mission, Narayanpur
that is representing
Chhattisgarh, Mutthut Football
Academy representing Kerala,
Chennai Football Club, Premier
Sporting Academy representing
Bihar and Diamond Rock Football
Academy representing Madhya
Pradesh. 

The football teams of RK
Mission, Narayanpur are spon-
sored by SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.
RK Mission with whom SAIL-BSP
has partnered in many CSR activi-
ties in Rowghat region of Bastar,
including jointly organising Khel
Mela at Narayanpur every year
for schoolchildren in the tribal

belt, has been encouraging tribal
youth to take up football. Besides
sponsoring the RK Mission foot-
ball teams, SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
extends financial support and
provides kits etc to the players. 

While both the Under 17 and
Under 14 teams of RK Mission
are the current state school
champions, the Sr Men's Team
from RK Mission that had won
the Sr Men's State League,
Chhattisgarh last year, would be
playing in the AIFF
Championship next year. By
virtue of being state champions,
the Under 17 and Under 14
teams of RK Mission teams had
participated in prestigious
Subroto Cup last year.

Devendra attends Ghasidas
Jayanti celebrations

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: Baba
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti
was celebrated with pomp
across the city. MLA
Devendra Yadav was pres-
ent as the chief guest at
Kusht Basti in Khursipar.
MLA Devendra Yadav
worshiped Jaitkham and
offered prayers at the por-
trait of Baba Guru
Ghasidas.

Devendra Yadav said
that Baba Guru Ghasidas
ji showed the path of
treating every one as
equal and took the initia-
tive to eradicate caste dis-
crimination.

The people of Satnami
Samaj Khursipar cele-
brated Baba Gurughasdas
Jayanti with pomp near
Jaitkham located near
Baba Balak Nath Temple.
MLA Devendra Yadav

was the chief guest of this
programme also. The peo-
ple of the Samaj ex-
pressed gratitude to the
MLA Devendra Yadav for
community building.

The birth anniversary
of Baba Guru Ghasidas
was also celebrated in
Ward 46 Mini Mata Nagar.
Councillors Jagdish,
Koteshwar Rao, Janardan
Pal and others were 
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: On
Sunday, the Prakash Parv
of Shri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji Maharaj was cele-
brated in a grand manner.
Nagar Kirtan was taken
out from Gurudwara
Nanaksar, Nehru Nagar
which moved across vari-
ous localities. The Nagar
Kirtan was accorded rous-
ing welcome at various
spots amidst showers of
flower petals.

The procession began
from Gurudwara

Nanaksar situated at
Nehru Nagar and moved
across Kosa Nullah Toll
Plaza, Supela Square,

Chandra Mourya Square,
Railway Over Bridge,
Sector 1, Sector 2 and con-
cluded at Sector 6

Gurudwara. Panj Pyaras
led the procession which
was participated by hun-
dreds of devotees. The
devotees swept the entire
route of the procession.

People of different com-
munities also welcomed
the Nagar Kirtan at vari-
ous spots. Political leaders
also welcomed the proces-
sion at different places.
Stalls were set up at differ-
ent places on the route to
distribute cold drinks and
Prasad. Langar was
served at Sector 6
Gurudwara.

New HT cables for 
Sec-9 hospital emergency

supply charged
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: New HT
cables have been laid &
successfully charged to en-
sure emergency power
supply for JLN hospital.
There is an arrangement
for extending PP-2 supply
to SAIL-BSP's JLN hospi-
tal to take care of hospital
emergency loads in case of
grid failure.

Due to obsolete and fault
prone paper insulated HT
supply cables from TSS-2
to TDS-2 and the inaccessi-
bility of the underground
cable route at various loca-
tions along Utai Road, fault
finding and repair of the
cables had become very
difficult and time consum-
ing, severely affecting the
reliability of hospital
emergency supply.

To strengthen the feeder
and ensure reliability of
emergency supply to hos-
pital, around 6.6 kms of
obsolete and fault prone
paper insulated HT cables
from TSS-2 to TDS-2 has
been successfully replaced

with new XLPE cables
through an alternate and
safer cable route by Power
Systems Department
(PSD).

The new cables were
successfully charged on
December 02, 2022 from
TSS-2 in presence of PK
Sarkar CGM I/c (Services),
Asit Saha CGM I/c (M&U)
and SV Nandanwar CGM
(TSD&CSR). Senior offi-
cers from PSD, ETL,

CRME and TEED were
also present on the occa-
sion.

The job was successfully
and safely executed by PSD
team led by Ravindra
Kumar GM (PSD). Other
members of the PSD team;
Messrs V Anil, Ankit
Gupta, Lakshman Rao, BK
Baghel, Kumbhlal, Anand
Rajwar and Vikash Kumar
were also present on the
occasion.

Baba Guru Ghasidas Ji taught 
us the art of living, says CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: Baba Guru
Ghasidas Ji taught us the
art of living life. His teach-
ings are the biggest gift for
humans which is showing
the righteous path, said
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing a
program organized by
Satnam Samaj in Kumhari.

The Chief Minister said
that we celebrate the birth
anniversary of Guru
Ghasidas ji with enthusi-
asm every year. Great men
are born in different times

to show a correct path to so-
ciety. Guru Ghasidas ji did
severe penance and pro-
claimed that Truth is God.

Guru ji gave the message
of Makhe Mankhe Ek
Samaan. The specialty of
his message was that every-
one could understand it
easily. Peace comes only by
following the path of truth.

The Chief Minister said
that they have worked for
all sections of the society.
Citing the example of
Kumhari Gauthan, he said
that livelihood activities
are being done in an appre-

ciable manner.
The government is pro-

moting English education
through Swami Atmanand
School. Along with
English, Chhattisgarhi and
Sanskrit are also being
taught. Baba ji's messages
are in Chhattisgarhi and
we should preserve them.
To preserve his teachings,
Chhattisgarhi language is
being taught in the schools.

The Chief Minister said
that they have made a plan
of Rs 1000 crore for the ren-
ovation of all government
buildings. An arrangement

of Rs 1200 crore has been
made for the upgradation
of ITIs and adding trades
according to modern de-
mand. The Chief Minister
said that this year so far 58
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been purchased
and payment has been
made. The government is
also working for the land-
less farmers.

Baghel said that the
devotees visiting Amar
Tapu for darshan will expe-
rience very nice arrange-
ments for stay. An an-
nouncement has been

made in this regard. The
Chief Minister also an-
nounced for construction of
an additional room and
stage in the building of
Satnami Samaj at
Kumhari. Along with this,
gym material was also pro-
vided on the demand of the
citizens. The Chief
Minister also honored the
talented children of
SAGES.

In his address, Urban
Administration Minister
Shiv Dahriya said that the
Samaj must follow the path
of Baba Guru Ghasidas ji.
In Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is making efforts to ensure
development and progress
of all sections of society.
His Chhattisgarh model is
being appreciated all over
the country.

District Cooperative
Central Bank President
Rajendra Sahu, Kumhari
Municipal Council
President Rajeshwar
Sonkar and office bearers
of the society were present.
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Baghel attends Guru Baba Ghasidas Jayanti celebrations in Kumhari

Nagar Kirtan taken out on Prakash
Parv of Guru Gobind Singh

Two killed, one
injured in separate

road mishaps 
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: Two persons were
killed and a youth was fatally injured
in two different road mishaps which
occurred near Charoda Bus Stand
on National Highway on Sunday
morning. Two of the victims are yet
to be identified. Both the cases can
be categorised as Hit and Run. Old
Bhilai Police have registered of-
fences against the unknown drivers
and investigations are on. According
to information, the first incident oc-
curred around 09:00 hrs. A biker was
crushed to death by a speeding
heavy vehicle. The deceased was
identified as Thakur Prasad Sahu a
resident of village Uraidabri, PS
Thelakadeeh, Rajnandgaon. He was
moving towards Raipur on his bike
bearing registration number CG08-
M-6876 when the incident occurred.
Police team reached the spot and
the injured was taken to the Supela
Hospital where he was pronounced
brought dead. The second incident
occurred after a few hours on the
same spot on the other land. Two
bike borne youths rammed into the
rear end of a truck. They were trav-
elling on a bike bearing registration
number CG07-BP-2594 from Raipur
to Durg. Both the injured were taken
to Supela Hospital where one of
them was declared brought dead.
The second one was fatally injured
and has been admitted to District
Hospital.

HERO Under-17 Youth Cup football 
matches to be played in Pant Stadium



‘Amid ED probe, prepared for more such
moves from Centre as polls approach’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18 (PTI):
Amid the probe by
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate in the al-
leged coal levy scam
and the arrest of a few
bureaucrats and busi-
nessmen, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Sunday
called the action
“vendetta politics” and
said he was prepared for
more such moves by the
Centre.

He also slammed the
Bharatiya Janata Party-
led Union government
for not releasing funds
to Chhattisgarh, adding
he would not keep silent
over such injustice to
his state.

In an interview to
PTI, Baghel, who com-
pleted four years in of-
fice on December 17,
said the schemes of his
government were aimed
at strengthening the
rural economy and cre-
ating self employment
but admitted there were
several poll promises
which are yet to be ful-
filled. “We welcome ac-
tion against corruption.
But if the action is polit-
ically motivated then it
is wrong. Whenever I
campaigned in elections

in other states, raids
were conducted in
Chhattisgarh by the
central agencies,”
Baghel said.

The ED has been
probing a money laun-
dering case linked to the
alleged levy of money
on coal and mining
transporters in
Chhattisgarh. It has ar-
rested five persons so
far, including IAS offi-
cer Sameer Vishnoi and
Deputy Secretary in the
CM’s office Soumya
Chaurasia.

“The BJP does not
have acceptability
among the people of
Chhattisgarh anymore.
Anticipating reverses in
the Assembly polls
(scheduled for late next
year) due to the good
governance of the
Congress government
here, the BJP has roped

in central agencies to
harass and defame my
government. Such acts
should not be done in
politics,” he asserted.

Hinting at the state
polls, Baghel said these
central probe agencies
would become “more ac-
tive in the coming
months” and claimed he
was “mentally prepared
for it”.

The 61-year-old fire-
brand Congress leader,
who has been vocal
against BJP and
R a s h t r i y a
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) leadership, said
he shares good relations
personally with the
Prime Minister, Home
Minister, Finance
Minister, Defence
Minister and all Union
ministers. “But it is my
responsibility to fight in
the interest of the state.
I can speak, write letters
and fight for my state’s
rights. I don’t consider
anything wrong in it.
They (Centre) haven’t
given Chhattisgarh’s
money pending in con-
nection with GST, coal
royalty and central ex-
cise. If injustice is
meted out to us then we
will definitely fight,” he
asserted. Baghel said
farm loan waiver, pro-

curement of paddy at Rs
2,500 per quintal, rural
industrial parks and
procurement of minor
forest produce and cow
dung have been steps
taken in the interest of
common people.

“We have done a lot in
these four years but not
everything. There is al-
ways room for growth.
We have just started and
we need to take it fur-
ther. We took up tasks in
adverse circumstances
(referring to the COVID-
19 pandemic). However,
there are many promis-
es that are yet to be ful-
filled,” the CM admit-
ted. He said his gov-
ernment had achieved
considerable success
against the Maoists
but admitted it was
tough to predict when
the menace would
completely end.

“Left Wing
Extremism has now
been reduced only to
some pockets (in the
state). The govern-
ment has pushed
Naxalites on the back
foot with its three
pronged strategy of
trust, development
and security. However
it is tough to say when
the menace will come
to an end,” he said.

Six nabbed in stabbing incident

Raipur, Dec 18: Six ac-
cused on charges of mur-
dering just on trivial issue
of dance have been nabbed
by the police. As per the
complaint by Gaurav
Bande, working as welder
in Golebazar thana that on
occasion of Guru Ghasidas
Baba’s festival, after danc-
ing with one Sunil Kosale
ner Ghuman in the Shobha
Yatra, both went to have
tea nearby. It was here that
a boy from Telibandha
along with his friends
came and raising the issue
of as to why he refused him
to dance, stabbed Kosale
with knife on his chest and

back and ran away.
A combined team was

formed for this that of
Anti-crime, Cyber unit and
Thana Golebazar and on
interrogation with the
complainant and other per-
sons nearby started collect-
ing information about the
accused. They conducted
raids in all possible places
where the accused could
have hidden and anaged to
nab the accused Sahil
Barle, Sachin Tandon,
Sanjay Didhi, and three
other minor boys.

On interrogation all six
accepted their crime of
having attacked the person
and two of the accused are
resident of Telibandha
Satamipara and one is
from Barod thana Mana
area of Raipur. The police
has seized the knife used in
the crime and sent three
accused to jail and other
three minors to juvenile
home.

Loco pilot robbed in Raipur,
3 suspects arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1188:: The Railway
Protection Force (RPF) arrest-
ed three persons in connection
with the incident of robbery
with on duty loco pilot. This
entire action was taken under
the direction of Raipur
Divisional Safety
Commissioner Sanjay Kumar
Gupta.

The incident took place on
December 17 when the on-duty
railway employee Lalit Kumar
Sahu (loco pilot Titilagarh),
went to the lobby room on
Gudhiyari side near platform
number 6, to board train num-
ber 20824 Ajmer-Puri Express.
Outside the lobby room, 4 mis-
creants thrashed him, robbed
him of his mobile, purse and
ran away.

The railway employee sus-
tained injuries on his lips and

chest and was admitted to the
Railway Hospital WRS Colony
for treatment. Gudiyari police
station Raipur registered the
crime. Acting on the matter the
RPF team led by RPF Post
Raipur in-charge MK
Mukherjee arrested three sus-
pects.

Suspects who have been
arrested are Resham Garud
(20), resident of Khal Bada,
Near Shiv Mandir, Gudiyari,
Kishan Mahanand (21), resi-
dent of Janak Bada, Near Guru
Nanak Chowk, Ganj  Raipur and
Jhamman Sahu (21), resident
of Samta Colony, Arjun Nagar,
Opposite Ashoka Public
School, Raipur. Offence has
been registered against them
under 526/2022 section –
394,294,323,32 IPC in Gudiyari
police station Raipur.

Sikhs take out procession 

Raipur, Dec 18: Sikhs
took out a grand proces-
sion here to celebrate the
birth anniversary of 10th
Guru Gobind Singh with
pomp here. Some of the
youth in procession were
seen juggling with swords,
while some others waved
fireballs much to the sur-
prise of the people. The
procession was taken out
under the leadership of
‘Panj Pyare’ from Shyam
Nagar Gurudwara.

Thousands of women,
men, children and youth
of Sikh community also
participated in this pro-
cession. Various pro-
grammes were organized

in the Gurudwaras
throughout the day on
Saturday. After this, the
procession reached the
Gurdwara of Pandri via
Telibandha Gurdwara
Canal Road with chants of
Wahe Guru. Langar and
prasad were distributed
by Sikh organizations at
various places.

Saffron symbols and
flags were waving on all
the vehicles in the proces-
sion, symbolizing the
valor of the Sikh sect.
Women were seen reciting
on a vehicle. Devotees
were seen singing the
glory of Guru in other ve-
hicles. The Guru Granth
Sahib was placed on a
flower-decked vehicle. The
astonishing feat of the
youth enthralled every-
one.

‘X-mas Sadbhavana Mega Rally taken out’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18:
Christian community
today took out
‘Christmas Sadbhavna
Rally’ here under
Christmas celebrations.
The mega rally was
taken out under the lead-
ership of Arch Bishop
the Right Reverend
Victor Henry Thakur
and Bishop the Right
Reverend Ajay Umesh
James. Bishop AG
Alexius Mor Yusivius of

the Orthodox Kolkata
Diocese and head of
Dudhadhari Math and
former MLA Mahant
Ram Sundar Das, chair-
man of Gou Seva Aayog,
have also sent greetings
for the rally.

The rally left from St.
Paul’s Cathedral
Campus, St. Joseph’s
Church, Byron Bazar
and Salem School prem-
ises and reached Mother
Teresa Ashram via
Akashvani Chowk, Jogi
Bangla Chowk, Bhagat
Singh Chowk and Katora
Talab Road. From there
via Tagore Nagar Chowk
Vivekananda Shopping
Complex, Pensionbada,
Police Line Baron Bazar,

Mahila Thana Chowk,
Rajiv Gandhi Chowk and
end at Salem School.

Thousands of people in
the rally sang carols to-
gether. Memorials were
given to religious leaders.
Vice President of

Chhattisgarh Diocese,
Pastor Ajay Martin and
Rev. Rajesh Guardia of
United Pastors
Fellowship and Fr.
Sandeep Lal of Believers
Diocese specially partici-
pated in the meeting.

Speaker pays tribute to
Guru Ghasidasji on his

birth anniversary 

Raipur, Dec 18:
Chhattisgarh assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Manhat remembered
Guru Ghasidas ji today by
paying homage to his oil
painting installed in the
Central Hall of assembly
premises on the occasion
of his birth anniversary.
Former MLA Gurmukh
Singh Hora, Secretary of
the Legislative Assembly
Dinesh Sharma and sen-
ior officers of the
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat also paid flo-
ral tributes on the oil
painting of Guru
Ghasidas.

Baba Guru Ghasidas Ji

belonged to the holy land
of Chhattisgarh and his
life-philosophy and
thoughts are beneficial
for the whole mankind,
Dr Mahant said in his
message. Guru Ghasidas
Ji always showed the soci-
ety the way for the devel-
opment of human quali-
ties and reestablished
moral values, said Dr
Mahant, adding that that
Baba Guru Ghasidas Ji
showed the world the path
of truth, non-violence and
social harmony through
his teachings. His teach-
ings are relevant even
today and inspiring for all
mankind, he added.

Farmers, labourers to be focus in
next elections as well: Choubey

Raipur, Dec 18: As
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh completed
four years on Saturday, it is
eying 2023 elections, pin-
ning hope on victory with
the help of schemes and
programmes it has been
running during the last
four years. Agriculture,
Water Resources, Rural
Development Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay highlight-
ed the achievements of the
government on Sunday.

Last four years have
been of incredible credibil-
ity, Ravindra Choubey said,
adding that Congress gov-
ernment in the state laid
emphasis on the farmers-
labourers and the poor dur-
ing this period. The party
will go to the public in the
next elections focusing on
the issues of farmers,
labourers and the poor, he
said.

According to Choubey a
new saying has been creat-
ed in these four years i.e.
‘Bhupesh hai to bharosa

hai’. This means that peo-
ple have started consider-
ing Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s words as
Lakshmanrekha, he said.
Despite confrontation be-
tween the centre and state
government in these four
years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has pub-
licly praised the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh,
his plans and programmes
in the NITI Aayog meeting,
Choubey said, adding that
other states have been ad-
vised to follow
Chhattisgarh model.

‘This is the biggest proof
of the credibility of these
four years. The schemes of
the state government,
which BJP leaders do not
tire of criticizing here,
have been praised and re-
warded by the central gov-
ernment’, he said, adding

that the government trans-
ferred a huge amount of
Rs one lakh 50 thousand
crore to the accounts of
farmers, laborers, minor
forest produce collectors
etc. through its schemes.
This money has brought
prosperity to the villages
and the markets of
Chhattisgarh are buzzing,
he said and added that
small businessmen were
benefited in business.

Previous government
spent money in corruption
through infrastructure, he
alleged and said that con-
struction of one of fly-
overs of Raipur was an ex-
ample. Though BJP calls it
development but it had
broken as soon as it was
made, he said adding that
flyover is still under repair.
The Agriculture Minister
said, earlier discussion in

state legislative assembly
used to start with the situa-
tion in Bastar when he was
the leader of the opposi-
tion. ‘We used to say that
the government there is
limited to two km radius of
the highway and red terror
reigns within it. People
from outside used to think
that Naxalites would sur-
round them as soon as they
land at Raipur airport. But
Congress has changed this
picture in four years’, he
said. The Agriculture
Minister has blamed the
BJP for the delay in imple-
menting the Reservation
Bill.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay
said, the Government of
Chhattisgarh fulfilled the
promises made on time.
Congress is getting the
benefit of this in other
states, he said. Upadhyay
said that he worked for five
months in the Himachal
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions where five schemes
which were successfully
implemented in
Chhattisgarh were includ-
ed in the Congress mani-
festo. Public relied on
Congress announcements
and gave their mandate to
the party, he added.

‘Guru Baba Ghasidasji’s
message will always be
relevant for the society’

Raipur, Dec 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has unveiled a major gift
for the students of the
Scheduled Castes (SC) and
OBC sections. Baghel has

announced the  opening of
new Prayas Schools in all
the regional headquarters
of the state. Moreover,
separate hostels will be es-
tablished for these sec-
tions. In addition, an e-li-
brary will be established
at the cost of Rs 50 lakh at
the Post-Matric Boys’
Hostel, Pension Bada in
capital city Raipur by
Municipal Corporation
Raipur.

In his address to the
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti
program organized at
Government Model Post-
Matric Schedule Caste
Boys Hostel in Pension
Bada, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
Guru Ghasidasji was a

saint who gave the mes-
sage of ‘Mankhe Mankhe
Ek Samaan’ for upliftment
of the society. Besides, he
also gave the message of
equality, harmony, unity
and love to eradicate the
social evils prevalent at
that time. He added that
Guru Ghasidas ji was the
only sain who gave dis-
courses in Chhattisgarhi.

Chief Minister said that
it doesn’t matter where a
person comes from, or to
which religion or commu-
nity a person belongs. It is
the quality education and
the moral values that en-
hances personality of a
person and helps in
achieving success in life.
Chhattisgarh Government

is making consistent ef-
forts to provide quality ed-
ucation to children. He
said that we have reopened
260 schools in Bastar. 279
Swami Atmanand Schools
have been opened to pro-
vide quality English medi-
um education to children.
Our Government has
started recruitment  of
teachers on the largest
scale after 1998. He sanc-
tioned Rs 1000 crore  for
renovation of the build-
ings of schools, hostels,
and ashrams. He also men-
tioned about Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumihin Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government.

The program was also
addressed by Urban Body
and Labour Minister Dr
Shiv Daharia and
Parliamentary Secretary
Chandradev Rai. On the
occasion, Mayor Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Ejaz Dhebar, Speaker
Pramod Dubey and a large
number of students were
present.
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During procession of Guru
Ghasidas Baba in city

Young children were
dressed in attire of
‘Santa’ main attraction

To mark birth anniver-
sary of Guru Gobind
Singh

Congress eying elec-
tion 2023 with 4 years
of work

Said CM in his message
on Guru Ghasidas 

New Prayas Schools to
be opened in various
Divisions  for children
of the SCs and OBC
section

E-library to be estab-
lished at the cost of Rs
50 lakh in the Post-
Matric Boys’ Hostel  of
Pension Bada, Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18: PAN
cards will now be made
sitting at home under
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana’ (MMY). Chief
Minister’s has given
gift to the public on
completion of four

years tenure of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. Mitan will reach
home on just one call.
Citizens can avail the
facility by dialing toll
free number 14545.
Citizens do not need to
go out to get a PAN
card. Benefits of
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana are available in
14 municipal corpora-
tions of the state.

PAN card to be issued under MMY

CM Baghel’s gift to the
citizens of the state
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Guidelines issued for 
New Year celebrations

Raipur, Dec 18: A guide-
line has been issued re-
garding the New Year
party in Raipur. This is the
first time after the Covid
period, when no special re-
strictions have been im-
posed in the celebration of
New Year. Last year,
Raipur city celebrated the
New Year amid the threat
of Covid-19. A special
meeting was organized

after discussion with
Raipur Collector Dr.
Sarveshwar Bhure, SSP
Prashant Agarwal. ADM
NR Sahu has set a guide-
lines for the new year by
organising a meeting of
all Hotels, Marriage
Palace, Club and Cafe own-
ers in Raipur city. This
year there will be no re-
striction in the celebration
of New Year, but some spe-
cial rules will have to be
followed. According to the
information released by
the district administra-

tion, a license will have to
be taken to serve liquor in
New Year event parties, a
separate administrative
team will also be formed to
check the license. All the
organizers have to use the
DJ and sound system re-
sponsibly in their party.
Action can be taken to con-
fiscate the sound system
on receiving complaints of
problems faced by the
common people. It will be
mandatory to install
CCTV cameras at the
event venue, so that people
coming and going can be
monitored. During the
event in any Hotel, Club
,Marriage Palace, people
can be invited only accord-
ing to the capacity.
Accordingly, the organiz-
ers will also have to make
arrangements for parking.
If the vehicles are parked
on roads, the police ad-
ministration will take
strict action and fine will
also be imposed on the
people. New Year’s party

will not be organized after
12:30 pm in any Hotel,
Resort and Club of the
city. Before organizing the
program, permission will
also have to be taken from
the district administra-
tion. On receipt of any
kind of complaint, legal
action will be taken
against the organizer or
resort, club, hotel opera-
tors. Last year, around
December 20, the district
administration and the
state government had is-
sued guidelines regarding
the New Year. Then due to
Covid-19 pandemic in the
state, only 50% people
were allowed at the pro-
gram venues regarding
New Year and religious
festivals. That is, only 50
people could be present in
places with a capacity of
100 people, apart from
this, there was strictness
about following the saniti-
zation Covid-19 protocol,
which is not visible this
time.

Herd of Wild buffaloes seen 
in Indravati Tiger Reserve

Bijapur, Dec 18: A herd of
6 Wild Buffaloes has been
seen recently in the
Indravati Tiger Reserve of
the district. Continuous ef-
forts are being made by the
Indravati Tiger Reserve
management for the popu-
lation growth, protection
and promotion of
Chhattisgarh’s state ani-
mal Wild Buffalo.

Deputy Director
Indravati Tiger Reserve
Dhammasheel Ganvir said
that for the protection of
forest buffaloes, monitor-
ing is being done along
with patrolling guards and
villagers so that they can

be protected. Due to the
border of the Indravati
Tiger Reserve area with
Maharashtra, movement of

Wild buffaloes takes place
in both the areas. For this,
coordination is being es-
tablished by the Indravati

Tiger Reserve
Management with the
Gadchiroli Forest
Department of
Maharashtra State so that
the work of conservation
and promotion of forest
buffalo can be done togeth-
er. In India, Wild buffalo is
mainly found in Assam
and Chhattisgarh. Forest
buffalo is one of the rare
and endangered species in
Chhattisgarh. Spread over
2800 sq. kms, the Indravati
Tiger Reserve is a suitable
natural habitat for forest
buffaloes, due to which for-
est buffaloes are seen in
large numbers here.

Folk art festival organized in the memory of Martyr Veer Narayan
Jagdalpur, Dec 18: In
memory of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh, district
and divisional level tribal
folk dance competition
was organized on Friday
at Lalbagh Maidan in
Jagdalpur. Essay, debate,
painting competition was
also organized in memory
of Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh in all ashram hos-
tels of the division from 10
to 14 December.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Chairman of
Tribal Development
Authority of Bastar re-
gion Lakheshwar Baghel
said that participants
from all over the division
have arrived in this com-
petition organized in the
memory of Amar
Balidani Veer Narayan

Singh. A program based
on tribal culture is being
presented by these partici-
pants. The dance troupes
should bring laurels to the
district and the division
by displaying excellent

art. The first prize was
given to Dhulwa Mandai
dance performed by
Sukma district, second
prize to Leja Parab per-
formed by folk dancers of
Neganar and third prize

to Mandari dance per-
formed by Kondagaon dis-
trict. As a prize, the win-
ner was awarded Rs
20,000, the runner-up Rs
10,000 and the third place
Rs 7,000.

Ch’garh team bags 12 medals

Raipur, Dec 18: Federation
Cup National Muay Thai
Championship organized
from December 14-17 at
NSRCC Indoor Boxing
Stadium, Agartala Tripura
witnessed Chhattisgarh
team bagging 04 gold, 02 sil-
ver and 06 bronze medals. A
total of 450 players from 21
states competed in this

championship. Two players
from Raipur and one each

from Bilaspur and Balod
bagged gold.

KPS qualify for semi-finals of HistoryTV18
CBSE Heritage India Quiz 2022

Raipur, Dec 18: It took a
lot more than just knowl-
edge, as the students of
Krishna Public School,
Raipur put on an exempla-
ry display of teamwork,
strategy and steely nerves
to book their place in the
semi-finals of
HistoryTV18 CBSE
Heritage India Quiz 2022
by coming out on top in
the regional round that
took place at DAV PUBLIC
SCHOOL, Bhubaneswar,
Odisha.

Launched in 2001 by
CBSE, the Heritage Quiz
today is the benchmark for
pan-India inter-school
quizzes and attracts the
brightest and the sharpest
young minds from various
prestigious CBSE schools.
Its success can be gauged

by the fact that more than
8049 students participated
in the preliminary elimi-
nation rounds followed by
regional rounds, where 90
students from 30 schools
faced the challenging
questions from quizmas-
ter Somnath Chanda.

Representing Krishna
Public School, Raipur the
winning team of Atharv

Sharma, Manan Sethia
and Shreeansh Naidu put
on a display of harmony
and synergy that kept
them on the front foot
right from the beginning.
Competing against teams
from 30 prestigious
schools for a spot in the
semi-finals, the team from
Krishna Public School,
Raipur held on to its

nerves under pressure to
emerge victorious.

Krishna Public School,
Raipur will now be com-
peting with 3 other schools
in their semi-final round
in their quest to be grab a
spot in the National Finale
of the quiz competition.

Schools from all over
the country were invited
for the quiz competition
with the central theme of
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
to celebrate and commem-
orate 75 years of independ-
ence and the glorious his-
tory of its people, culture
and achievements. The
inter-school quiz competi-
tion was divided across 16
zones under which 2683
CBSE schools sent their
entries via online registra-
tion.

OBC Mahasabha demands
reservation as per population 

Raipur, Dec 18: In re-
sponse to the call of OBC
Mahasabha state unit, a
delegation consisting of
seven members led by
state president
Radheshyam met
Governor Ansuiya Uike
and discussed with him
their demands and re-
quested him for their rep-
resentation as per the pop-
ulation of OBCs. The dele-
gation comprised of state
GS Yugal Kishore Kiran
Dewangan, state president
Youth Cell Chandrajeet

D e w a n g a n ,
state VP
Women Cell
K h i l e s h w a r i
Sahu, Raipur
Division presi-
dent Hemant
K u m a r ,

Bilaspur Division presi-
dent Harish Kumar and
Raipur city GS Banti
Dewangan. The delegation
also apprised Governor
about the concern of
OBCs in concern with dis-
crepancy of reservation in
state and requested to
grant 27% reservation to
OBC by including it in 9th
schedule of the
Constitution. Further it
was communicated that
even after 75 years of inde-
pendence OBCs are de-
prived of their constitu-
tional rights, informs
Hemant Kumar Sahu
Divisional President, OBC
Mahasabha Raipur.

St. Thomas School organises
Science & Arts exhibition

Raipur, Dec 18: An exotic
exhibition was organised on
December 17 by St. Thomas
Eng. Med. Hr. Sec. School,
DDU Nagar, Raipur. The eu-
phoria of students culminat-
ed in the magnificent pres-
entation of working, non
working models, charts
based on concepts of science
& arts. To quote specially the
smart house, hydraulic ma-
chines, space rover, hydro
power plant, model on circu-
latory system, DNA, rain
water harvesting etc are
worth mentioning.
Innumerable models on
craft and arts were displayed
along with beautiful charts.
The Judges for science Ms.
Yogita Sahu and Mr.
Dharmendra Patle, for Arts
& Craft Ms. Diksha
Pushparaj were full of prais-
es for the endeavors of stu-
dents and teachers. The ap-
preciation received by par-
ents on the overall exhibits

in the event was outstand-
ing. The commerce students
took up the challenge of en-
trepreneurship to organize
“STEMS foodie spotlite ” fol-
lowing the ethics of com-
merce maintaining an ac-
count ledger etc. and learnt
business through fun. An
unique attempt was made by
Biology group of students to
monitor health checkup of
parents using their practical
knowledge of the subject.

The tinytots of Pre Primary
depicted their creativity ex-
orbitantly with the display
of their art & craft work. On
this occasion Mr. N. P.
Georgekutty (Chairman)
and Mr. V. K. Kutty (Director
Finance) of KCA, Raipur
graced the event by their
valuable presence and en-
couraged the students for
their efforts. This informa-
tion was given by Director
Principal Mr. H. K. Dutta.

Demand for electric
vehicles increases

Raipur, Dec 18: Due to
the increase in the prices
of petrol and diesel, now
the sales have started in-
creasing along with the de-
mand for electric vehicles.
There has been a signifi-
cant increase in the sale of
electric two-wheelers.
Compared to the year 2021,
the sale of electric two-
wheelers has increased
two and a half times this
year. There has also been a
tremendous increase in
the sale of e-rickshaws.
From the year 2018 to 2021,
about 2,500 e-rickshaws
were sold in the state.
More than 1,400 e-rick-
shaws have been sold till
November this year.

According to the infor-
mation, a subsidy of Rs 25
thousand is being given on
three-wheeler electric ve-
hicles and Rs 1.5 lakh on
four-wheeler electric vehi-
cles.

Tata Motors, Hyundai,
Kia Motors have launched
new electric cars. The de-
mand of electric car was

less till last year but this
year the demand in-
creased during the festive
season. The reasons for
hike in  sales of electric ve-
hicles was  GST and road
tax waived and on single
charge customers can
travel up to 50 to 60 km. It
is notable that Electric car
cost from Rs 8 to 50 lakh

Preparations for Int’nl one-day
cricket match started

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
on Friday held a meet-
ing of officials of vari-
ous departments at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhavan regarding the
administrative prepara-
tions for the proposed
one-day international
match between India
and New Zealand on
January 21, 2023 in
Raipur. The proposed
match is to be organized
under the aegis of BCCI
and Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association. The
match will be held at the
Shaheed Veer Narayan

Singh International
Cricket Stadium in Nava
Raipur.

In the meeting, discus-
sions were held in detail
regarding infrastruc-
ture arrangements in
the stadium, complete
security arrangements,
traffic, parking, route
chart, directional signs,
cleanliness in the stadi-
um, drinking water, mo-
bile network and ambu-
lance and medical team
arrangements on the ac-
cess routes to the stadi-
um. Similarly, arrange-
ments for the arrival
and departure of players
and important persons,
arrangement of transfer

desk at the airport and
SOP of the Government
of India and the State
Government of
Chhattisgarh for the
match.

The necessary
arrangements were dis-
cussed in detail in the
meeting, discussions
were also held regarding
the proposed work re-
sponsibility regarding
all the administrative
arrangements during
the international cricket
match. Secretary, Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, Renu
Pillay, Secretary, Public
Works Department,
Siddharth Komal

Pardeshi, Sports and
Revenue Secretary, NN
Ekka, Collector Raipur,
Sarveshwar Dayal
Bhure, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner, Mayank
Chaturvedi, IG Raipur
Ajay Yadav, Director
Urban Administration,
Ayaz Tamboli, Sports
Director, Shweta Sinha,
representative of
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association
along with officers of
Transport, Health,
Airport Authority,
Public Relations,
Tourism, Culture and
other departments par-
ticipated.

Party will not be held
after 12.30 pm

Two-wheelers sale
increased from 400 to
1000 every month

Favours caste based
census count

Kirti Vyas meets
Indigo officials

Raipur, Dec 18: Three
senior officials of Indigo
airlines Agnel Pinto
Director Sales South and
West, Vikrant
Deshmukh Chhattisgarh
and MP in-charge and
Abhishek Sharma
Senior Manager Sales
Chhattisgarh paid a visit
to Vyas Holidays. Kriti
Vyas welcomed them at
his office and thanked
them for starting direct
flights to Cochin and
Goa. He demanded to
soon start a direct flight
for Jaipur.

Medal winners of Chhattisgarh team.

Federation Cup Nat’l
Muay Thai C’ship

Anita Singh Chauhan ( Raipur, +23 years, -45 kg)
Buddhadeb ( Bilaspur, +23 years, -67 kg) 
Shubham Nishad ( Balod, -23 years, -51 kg) 
Shubham Malviya ( Raipur, -23 years, -60 kg)

In addition Hansa Sahu from Raipur, Devika Nisha
Patel from Raipur and Yash Rai from Raipur bagged
bronze medals in their respective categories, informs
Anis Memon GS Chhattisgarh Amateur Muay Thai
Association.

Gold Medal winners 



Start infrastructure devp 
works: Commissioner 

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 18: Municipal
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey has given instruc-
tions to the officers that the
approved BT roads and in-
frastructure development
should be started immedi-
ately and it should be en-
sured that the works are of
full quality and completed
within the time limit.

Taking a serious stand
towards the government
schemes, he also gave strict
instructions to the officials
to ensure that the flagship

schemes of the government
are run flawlessly and the
actual benefits of the
schemes reach the eligible
people. The Commissioner
was here reviewing the
progress of various works
of the corporation point-
wise by holding a meeting
of zone commissioners, en-
gineers and officers in the
main administrative build-
ing of Korba Municipal
Corporation, Saket.

While reviewing the de-
velopment and construction
works of the corporation
zone wise, instructed the

zone commissioners and en-
gineers that the construc-
tion work of roads should
be started immediately and
District Mineral Trust item,
repair maintenance, coun-
cilor and necessary speed
should be brought in the
work process of approved
and proposed works.

He reviewed other
schemes including Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, Chief
Minister Cheap Drug Shop
Shri Dhanwantri Yojana,
Chief Minister Mitan

Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. Gothan-wise
review of purchase of cow
dung, making of compost,
safe storage of cow dung
and manure and sale of
compost etc.He also re-
viewed the progress of
rainwater harvesting
works and gave instruc-
tions to ensure that rainwa-
ter harvesting is made in
100% buildings according
to the norms set in a
planned manner.

The Commissioner also
told the officials that on
December 17, four years of
Chhattisgarh government's
tenure is going to be com-
pleted, and Chhattisgarh
Pride Day will be celebrated
on this day as per the in-
structions of the govern-
ment, so corporation
Organize Pride Day pro-
grams in all the wards, for
this ward wise nodal offi-
cers have been appointed.
He said that the concerned
nodal officers should en-
sure the entire proceedings
of the event and respectful-
ly invite public representa-
tives to the event.

CGTU submitted memo
to Joint Director

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 18: The
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Association (CGTU) sub-
mitted separate memoran-
dums to Joint Director and
District Education Officer
Raipur discussing various
issues in detail.

Onkar Prasad Verma,
Divisional Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Union, said that under the
leadership of the newly ap-
pointed Divisional
President Ramnarayan
Mishra, the delegation of
the divisional unit, Joint
Director Raipur K. Kumar
held a detailed discussion
while handing over the
memorandum regarding
the pending cases of
Education Department.
The issues discussed were
mainly error-free seniority
list, issuing all pending pro-
motion orders of teacher
cadres, promotions at the

district and nay others.
Handing over the demand
letter,the organization, de-
manded to being informed
about the action taken by
the office on all the above de-
mands.

The divisional president
and secretary said that if
the high office does not take
prompt and appropriate ac-
tion on the above demands
of the organization, the
Chhattisgarh teachers
union will be bound for
protest and movement, for
which all the responsibility
will be of the administra-
tion. In the said meeting

mainly the newly appointed
Divisional President
Ramnarayan Mishra,
Secretary Onkar Prasad
Verma, Treasurer Govind
Prasad Soni, Provincial
Member Sadhna Dubey, Co-
Secretary Paramjit Singh
Sachdeva, District President
Sunil Nayak, Balodabazar
District President Prakash
Kumar Tiwari, District
Treasurer Mohit Verma,
Tehsil Secretary
Tameshwar Kumar
Ghritalhare, Development
Block Dharsiwan President
Avdharam Verma and many
others were present.

State Govt is working in the 
interest of farmers: Dilip Lahariya

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Dec 18: On com-
pletion of 4 years tenure of
Congress government in
the state, Gaurav Diwas
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm in Service Co-
operative Society
Jairamnagar, Ermsahi,
Tikari and other service
co-operative societies. In
this programme former
MLA Dilip Lahariya was
on stage as the chief guest.

Addressing the farmers
and villagers present as
chief guest, Lahariya said
that the Congress govern-
ment of the state is contin-
uously working in the in-
terest of the farmers.

The government not
only waived the loans of

the farmers, but also pur-
chased  paddy at the sup-
port price of Rs 2640 and
has spread happiness in
the farmer's family. He
said that by implementing
the Narva Garva Ghurva
Bari scheme, the Congress
government of
Chhattisgarh has also
worked to provide employ-
ment in every way to the

helpless, poor, farmers and
other people of the village.

Today, the state govern-
ment is celebrating
Gaurav Diwas by complet-
ing its 4-year tenure in this
happiness, due to which
people of every social
class are feeling proud of
themselves. Enumerating
the achievements of the
Congress government,

Lahariya also called upon
the people present to form
the Congress government
in the upcoming assembly
elections.

During the programs or-
ganized in these various
service cooperatives,
farmers and enlightened
citizens were honored by
giving shreefal. Senior
Congress leader Akhilesh

Dubey, block president of
slum cell Narendra
Sharma, Mandi members
Rameshwar Sahu,
Ramashankar Shriwas,
Ramkhilavan Yadav,
Parmeshwar Patel,
Gajanand Patel, Anil
Bhardwaj, Rajeshwar
Patel, Sarpanch
Ramchandra Yadav
Chhatram Pathak, Seva
Cooperative Society
Bhagbali Ghritalhare, or-
ganization manager of
Jairamnagar, Bablu Ram
Ghritalhare, organization
manager of Ermsahi,
Janak Ram Bhaskar, or-
ganization manager of
Tikari, along with farmers
and villagers were pres-
ent. During the programs,
Mandi member
Rameshwar Sahu and
gratitude was expressed
by Block President of
Jhuggi Jhopri Cell,
Narendra Sharma.
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Farmers are prospering with
farmer-friendly schemes: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 18:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, while addressing
the general public in the
Bhent Mulaqat program
at Sher village of
Mahasamund Vidhan
Sabha today, said that
'Our government has
come in Chhattisgarh
with the trust of the peo-
ple, after taking oath, the
first decision taken by our
government was waiving
off the loans of farmers.

This step in the interest
of farmers has signifi-
cantly helped the farmers
of the state who are ex-
panding their scope of
farming from the money
they saved from the loan
waiver and state govern-

ment's farmer centric
schemes. Farmers who
are referred as
'Annadata's' are the food
providers and the food we
consume is a result of
their immense hard-
work. Hence it is the pri-
ority of our state govern-
ment to provide every
possible assistance to
them to prosper." 

He further said that Lok
Sabha MP "Rahul Gandhi
had asked us to waive the
loans of farmers within
10 days, which we com-
pleted in a matter of just
10 hours. People's faith is
with us, as a result of
which we have 71 seats in
the assembly. It is a matter
of great pride for us that
till date a government
with 3/4th majority has
not been formed in
Chhattisgarh before our
governance.

Moreover, our govern-
ment is completing 4
years on 17th December.
Two years have passed in
the Corona period but our
spirits have not weak-
ened. The state govern-
ment has taken many im-
portant decisions in the
interest of its citizens, be
it the rural populace or
urban population, farm-
ers, labourers, tribals,
youth, students, etc.

This has significantly
improved the socio- eco-
nomic condition of every-
one in the state and has
also strengthened the
state's economy. We have
given our farmers the
highest price for their
agricultural produce.
Oilseeds, pulses and Kodo-
Kutki are also being pro-
cured in the state on sup-
port price.

Farmers are getting the
installment of all Nyay
schemes on time, the
fourth installment of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana will be transferred
to their account before
March 31. Our food
providers are happy and
prospering with the help
of the farmer friendly
schemes of the state gov-
ernment."

Appealing to the farm-

ers to donate para (stub-
ble), the Chief Minister
asked the people of the
district to actively partici-
pate in this campaign. He
said that burning stubble
in the farms is destroying
the fertility of the land
and the problem of global
warming is also increas-
ing, due to which the
whole world is troubled.

Carbon emission is hap-
pening on a large scale, so
it is our responsibility to
curtail global warming by
not burning stubble. The
Chief Minister said that
stubble will be useful for
cattle, due to which moth-
er cow and mother earth
will be served.

Talking to Chief
Minister Baghel, farmer
Vijay Chandrakar told
that he has 30 acres of
land. During the loan

waiver, his loan of about
two and a half lakh ru-
pees has been waived and
with the remaining
money he has developed
his farm and he is now
moving towards cultivat-
ing horticulture crops.

Bimla Sahu, who came
from Birkoni, told that
there are 7 members in
her house, they get 35 kg
rice and salt free of cost
regularly. One kg of sugar
is being taken at Rs.17.
She further said that
kerosene is quite expen-
sive which is being bought
at Rs 105 per litre, which is
very expensive and they
are not able to use gas
cylinders due even higher
cost.

On this, Chief Minister
Baghel reaponded that in
this case, the central gov-
ernment decides the price

of kerosene and gas cylin-
ders. Pushpa Pathak told
that her group makes ver-
micompost and so far, ver-
micompost worth Rs 1.80
lakh has been sold by the
group and earthworms
are also being sold by the
members of the group.
Expressing happiness, the
Chief Minister an-
nounced to construct a
shed for the group.

Talking to the Chief
Minister, Manju Yadav,
the beneficiary of the
Godhan Nyaya Yojana,
told that he has 60-70 cows,
and one quintal of milk is
produced by his cow farm,
also, he has sold cow dung
worth 6 lakhs. The bene-
fits of the state govern-
ment's scheme are also
continuously being re-
ceived.

Sitabai, a resident of

Sher village, said that on
Sundays, a mobile clinic
vehicle comes to the haat-
bazaar where free of cost
treatment is available.
Gop Kumar Tandekar told
that 3 installments of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana have also been re-
ceived. One of his chil-
dren is pursuing B.Sc and
one B.Ed.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced to give one lakh
rupees for the uninter-
rupted education of the
children. On being asked
about the information
about the Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Yojana, Uma
Yadav of Keswa village
said that her child's
weight was 2.5 kg earlier
but due to the availability
of hot and nutritious food
under the scheme, now
the weight of her child is

11 kg and she is very
healthy.

Farmer Vijay
Chandrakar told that he
has 30 acres of land and
his loan of about Rs 2.5
lakh was waived off
under the loan waiver
scheme. He developed his
farms with the income he
earned from agriculture
and now he is moving to-
wards  horticulture crops.
He also bought 2 acres of
land for expansion of his
cultivation.
Announcements made
by CM in Gram Sher
Chief Minister Baghel

made several important
announcements for the
development of the Sher
village. Baghel an-
nounced the following de-
velopmental works; estab-
lishment of power sub
center in Sher village viz.

Opening of primary
health center, construc-
tion of building for high-
er secondary school, es-
tablishment of scheduled
caste post-matric hostel in
Mahasamund, construc-
tion of road leading to
Swami Atmanand School
in Mahasamund, athletic
and football ground in
M a h a s a m u n d , a n d
Asphaltization of a 3 km
road from Jamli 
to Sirgidi.

p Farmers are getting
the highest price for
their agricultural
produce

p Construction of 
athletic and football
ground will be done
in Mahasamund

p Establishment of
the scheduled caste
post-matric hostel
to be done soon in
Mahasamund

p Farmers were
respected in 
committees

Valedictory ceremony of Int’l 
conference VIMARSH-2k22

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 18: On the
second day of the 2 days
Indian Society for
Technical Education
(ISTE), SECL & CGCOST
Sponsored International
Conference VIMARSH-
2k22 organized by
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Professor A.D.N.
Vajpayee, Vice Chancellor
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
University, Bilaspur and
Professor Sanjay Tiwari,
Vice Chancellor M.P. Bhoj

University, Bhopal were
present as the chief
guests. In the valedictory
ceremony, the chief guests
congratulated the organiz-
ing committee for the suc-
cessful organization of the
conference and motivated
them to continue organiz-
ing such events in the fu-
ture.

The Chief Patron of this
International Conference
was Jai Narayan
Chouksey, Managing
Trustee H.K. Kalchuri
Education Trust, Patron
Ashish Jaiswal, Managing
Director, Chouksey Group
of Colleges. In the closing
ceremony, Prof. Dr. Sanjay

Pandey presented the
summary of this two-day
international conference
in brief. After that, Er.
Ashish Jaiswal, while in-
troducing his visionary
nature in his speech, he
talked about focusing on
the long term plans
rather than short term
plans. The chief guest of
the program, Professor
Sanjay Tiwari, congratu-
lated the Chouksey
Group of Colleges for or-
ganizing the conference.

Giving information
about self-reliant India,
he said that such semi-
nars provide an opportu-
nity to students and
teachers to collect infor-
mation on different sub-
jects. Special guest
Acharya A.D.N. Vajpayee
said in his address that it
is very important to pay
attention to
Multidisciplinary sub-
jects. He also suggested
the meeting about sus-
tainable development and
anthropology. He said
that we should not give
such things to the envi-

ronment which we cannot
digest. He further added
that the development is not
possible without research.

p At Chouksey Group
of Colleges
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Rajnath cites puranas’ to underline 
Navy’s role in India’s security

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday
cited puranas’ to under-
score the important role
the Indian Navy plays in
the country’s maritime se-
curity. Singh mentioned
about puranas (sacred
writings on Hindu mythol-
ogy) in his speech after

stealth guided missile de-
stroyer Mormugao was
commissioned into the
Navy in Mumbai.

“Even if our puranas
are mere (figment of)
imagination, there is truth
behind them,” he said.
“They are important for
us,” he added.

“I am stating all this be-
fore you as our puranas

mention the importance of
the sea. There is hardly a
story which doesn’t men-
tion the sea.

“At some places (in the
puranas), there is a de-
scription of Lord Vishnu’s
kshir sagar (ocean of
milk), in some places the
earth is seeking shelter in
the sea due to atrocities by
demons, “ Singh said.

Sand deposits due to flood hit paddy
cultivation in Dhemaji

Medhipamua (Assam), Dec 18 (PTI): 

The waters may have re-
ceded in Medhipamua and
over 500 villages of the
country’s most flood-prone
Dhemaji district, border-
ing Arunachal Pradesh,
but peoples’ woes are far
from over as the sand de-
posited by the mighty
Brahmaputra and its trib-
utaries pose a serious
threat to their primary
livelihood of paddy culti-
vation.

Agriculture is the main-
stay of Assam’s worst
flood-hit district, which
was once considered the
‘rice bowl’ of the state and
its community, mostly
comprising the Mising
tribe though in some areas
there is a mixed popula-
tion of Hajong, Bodo and
Sonowal tribes along with
Nepalis who live in vil-
lages located along the
river.

Over 100,000 people in
the district were affected
by three waves of flood
this year which damaged
croplands and washed

away cattle, other live-
stock and houses.

“We had earlier coped
with the disaster in the
hope that the alluvium silt
left behind by the flood wa-
ters will lead to a bountiful
harvest but now it is only
sand that is deposited
which has severely affect-
ed the cultivation of paddy
crop,” a farmer of this vil-
lage Khagendra Doley told
PTI.

Sand deposition in the
riverside villages, particu-
larly in the paddy fields, is
a long-term impact of

flooding which increases
with each rainfall in the
catchment areas, bringing
in more sand with no nu-
trients and less fertile silt,
resulting in continuous
land degradation, he said.

Sand deposits have also
increased over the years
mostly due to rampant
construction of roads,
bridges, dams, and other
development projects on
the mountains of
Arunachal Pradesh and
along the river’s path, ex-
perts pointed out.

“The abrupt drop of the

slope of the River
Brahmputra, plunging
from an altitude of 3,000
metres in Tibet to less
than 150 m at Pasighat
after which it enters
Assam, and its tributaries
exert tremendous pres-
sure in the immediate
flood plains of the dis-
trict,” Director of Rural
Volunteer Centre, an or-
ganisation studying the
impact of floods on local
communities and provid-
ing interventions to the
community, Luit
Goswami, told PTI.

The flashy, unstable and
unpredictable character of
the 26 tributaries of the
Brahmaputra that inter-
sects through the district
lead to massive flash
floods, sand deposition,
debris and river bank ero-
sion, he pointed out.

After the flood water re-
cedes and the affected
areas turn dry, it is found
that the “sediment is
mostly sand with dam-
aged soil and the entire
area turns into a desert”,
he said.

1971 India-Pakistan War

Jodhpur/New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Bhairon Singh Rathore
(81), the veteran of the 1971
India-Pakistan war whose
bravery at Rajasthan’s
Longewala post was por-
trayed by actor Suniel
Shetty in Bollywood movie
‘Border’, is battling health
issues and has been admit-
ted to the AIIMS in Jodhpur.

Rathore’s son Sawai
Singh told PTI that his fa-
ther was admitted to the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) at
Jodhpur on December 14,
two days before the 51st an-
niversary of the war, after
his health deteriorated and
his limbs got affected in
what seemed like a paraly-
sis.

“Doctors told us that my
father has possibly suffered
a brain stroke. He has been
in and out of ICU over the
last few days,” Singh told
PTI. The Singh family lives
in Solankiatala village,
about 120 kms from
Jodhpur.

Rathore was deployed at
the Longewala post in the
Thar desert, commanding a
small BSF unit that was ac-
companied by a company of
the Army’s 23 Punjab regi-
ment. It was the bravery of
these men that decimated
an assaulting Pakistani

brigade and tank regiment
at this location on
December 5, 1971.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had called Rathore, a
retired BSF lance naik, over
phone a few days back and
told him the nation was in-
debted to his contribution
in the 1971 war and the na-
tion is praying that for his
revocery, according to
Sawai Singh.

Bhairon Singh Rathore,
posted with the 14th BSF
battalion during the war, re-
tired in 1987.

Singh said that AIIMS-
Jodhpur had taken care of
his father earlier too and
the entire cost of the treat-
ment is being taken care by
the government, as like al-
ways. “However, sometimes
I have to get medicines from
the market as they are not
available at the hospital,” he
said.

Officers from the Border
Security Force (BSF) and
the General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the
Army responsible for
guarding the India-Pakistan
front along the Thar desert
area have also visited the
hospital to inquire about his
health and treatment, offi-
cials said.

According to BSF records
about the 1971 war at
Longewala post, “When one
of the 23 Punjab boys was
killed, Lance Naik Bhairon
Singh took his light ma-

chine gun and inflicted
heavy casualties on the ad-
vancing enemy.”

“It was only their courage
and determination to do or
die that won the day and
Lance Naik Bhairon Singh
became a great inspiration
to his other comrades on the
post,” the official records
state.

He received the Sena
Medal in 1972 for his gallant
action. Rathore has also
been decorated with numer-
ous other civilian awards
and military felicitations.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah met him in Jaisalmer
in December last year when
he visited the border town
for the Raising Day celebra-
tions of the BSF.

Bhairon Singh Rathore’s
role was assayed by Suniel
Shetty in the 1997 Hindi
movie ‘Border’. While the
reel Bhairon Singh (Shetty)
was shown killed in action
in the movie, the real BSF
soldier and his legacy of
guts, glory and bravery 
lives on.

“My father is a simple
man. He recounts the story
of the 1971 war when people
ask him. He only gets a
monthly pension of Rs
12,000 plus Rs 2,000 al-
lowance for the bravery
medal given to him... the au-
thorities know about his
condition...we hope they
will help us,” Sawai Singh
said.

TMC delegation meets families
of stampede victims

Kolkata, Dec 18 (PTI): 

A five-member TMC del-
egation on Sunday met the
families of those killed in
the stampede in Bengal’s
Asansol, and assured all
possible assistance to
them. The delegation, led
by state industry minister
Shashi Panja, also extend-
ed financial help to the
families.

Six people have been ar-
rested for their alleged
role in triggering a stam-
pede on Wednesday during
a blanket distribution pro-
gramme of the BJP, which
left two women and a 14-
year-old girl dead and five
injured. Leader of

Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, who had also at-
tended the religious event,
left before the blanket dis-
tribution initiative began.

The police had said that
no permission was given
for the blanket distribu-
tion programme.

The Mamata Banerjee
government had earlier
announced Rs 2 lakh as
compensation for each of
the families of the de-
ceased, and Rs 50,000 for
the injured.

Panja, during the visit,
blamed local BJP leaders,
including former Asansol
mayor Jitendra Tewary
and his councillor wife
Chaitali, for the tragedy,
stating that “they had dis-
tributed tokens for blan-
kets among 5,000 people

but the venue had space to
accommodate just 500 peo-
ple”.

She flayed Adhikari for
attending a religious
event.

“BJP leaders, in a bid to
woo people and get votes,
organised a programme
with minimum concern
for safety and security of
human lives. Can they
bring back the 14-year-old
girl, and two other women
whose deaths left their
families shattered,” she
said. The TMC team, also
comprising ministers
Babul Supriyo, Partha
Bhowmik and Malay
Ghatak, along with TMC
state youth wing president
Saayoni Ghosh, were seen
consoling the relatives of
the deceased.

UP jail inmates learn block printing 

Lucknow, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The inmates of the
Fatehgarh district jail in
Farrukhabad here are
being trained in block
printing to make ‘Om
Namah Shivay’ and
‘Radhe-Radhe’ printed
scarves and stoles for sale
at religious places across
the state.

The training is being
provided under the BJP
government’s one district,
one product’ (ODOP)
scheme.

Under the training, the
jail inmates are being
trained to create
‘Ramnami patkas’, ‘dupat-
tas’, and ‘gamchas’ using
the block printing tech-
nique. The products will
be supplied for sale at the
religious places across the
state including Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Mathura and

Chitrakoot.
Along with this, these

products will also be sold
at the Ramnagariya fair to
be held on the banks of the
Ganga in Farrukhabad.

The jail administration
will distribute 10 per cent
of the income to the in-
mates and will also be giv-
ing them fixed remunera-
tion to them for making
the products.

Director General
(Prison Administration
and Reform) Anand
Kumar informed that
under the ODOP scheme,
block printing training is
being imparted to female
and male inmates of the
jail.

These prisoners will
also be employed through
‘rozgar melas’, the UP gov-
ernment said in a state-
ment issued here.

Fulfilling its resolve to
provide employment and
self-employment to every
section of the state, the
government is leaving no

stone unturned to develop
opportunities for people.

The unemployment rate
in the state which was 18
per cent in the year 2016,
has come down to 2.7 per
cent in April 2022, the
statement added.

The DG said 12 female
prisoners are being
trained by Industrial
Training Institute (ITI)
while 35 male prisoners
are being trained by
Gautam Buddha
Development Society
Institute.

There are about 1,050
male prisoners out of
which 35 are being trained
in the first phase, he said.

As soon as the training
of the first phase prison-
ers is completed, other
prisoners will be trained
in a phased manner. After
its completion, the in-
mates will be given certifi-
cates and employment will
also be provided to the
prisoners through rozgar
melas’ by ITI.

UP govt signs agreement with
US-based Austin University

Lucknow, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has signed an
agreement with the US-
based Austin University
for the construction of a
Smart City of Knowledge
in the state, officials said
here on Sunday.

To be built on 5,000 acres
of land at a cost of USD 42
billion, the Knowledge
City will include the best
universities of the world,
accord to an official state-
ment.

According to the state,
Star Consortium will pro-
vide data centre and logis-
tics services in the state
while SLG Group will
build Capital Data Centre.

With these investment
proposals and MoUs,
thousands of employ-
ment opportunities will
be available to the people
of the state.

A target of attracting
investments of Rs 10 lakh
crore through the Global
Investors Summit to be
held in Uttar Pradesh’s
capital Lucknow between
February 10-12 has been
fixed by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath.

Eight teams of minis-
ters and officials are on
tour to 18 countries to at-
tract investments
through road shows and
trade shows.

The US-based Saloni
Heart Foundation has
also signed an MoU in the
presence of Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna
and Additional Chief
Secretary (Infrastructure
and Industrial
Development) Arvind
Kumar in San Francisco.

On the Knowledge City
project, Ashraf Ali
Mustafa, President of
Austin University, said it
is expected to completely
change the picture of
higher education in India
and elsewhere.

Three MoUs were also
signed with fintech start-
up Falcon X CEO Murali
Chirala. Its entrepre-
neurs have shown inter-
est in setting up incuba-
tors and accelerators
units under Invest UP, ac-
cording to the statement.

The delegation met
members of the global en-
trepreneurship organisa-
tion TiE and Indians who
contributed to the cre-
ation of Silicon Valley in
San Francisco. The dele-
gation appealed to them
to make a Silicon Valley
in Uttar Pradesh so that
Indians can also take ad-
vantage of it.

During a road show in
Japan, Yukinori Kobe, di-
rector of Seiko Advance
Limited, signed an MoU
worth Rs 850 crore with
the UP government to set
up a manufacturing unit
in Gautam Buddha
Nagar.

Through this MoU,
more than 200 employ-
ment opportunities will

be created for the people
of the state.

Industrial Development
Minister Nand Gopal
tweeted that his foreign
tours were very success-
ful in terms of attracting
investments.

The road shows in
Germany, Belgium and
Sweden were highly suc-
cessful. Within nine days,
the UP government team
toured three countries
and investment proposals
worth thousands of
crores of rupees were re-
ceived, according to the
statement.

This round of road
shows and one-to-one
business meetings in for-
eign countries will con-
tinue till December 19.

After a road show in the
Netherlands, Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya and IT
and Electronics
Department Minister
Yogendra Upadhyay will
visit France on Monday
to attract investments.

ECO TOURISM

The Jharkhand government is planning to promote eco, cultural tourism at scenic
Netarahat in Latehar district which is famous for hills, forest and waterfalls.

EXERCISING RIGHTS

Voters show their identification cards as they wait in a queue to cast their votes 
during the first phase of Bihar Municipal Corporation elections, at a polling station in
Patna, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Detain  
 Ferozepur: Several

protestors were de-
tained for blocking po-
lice vehicles as the
Punjab Police on
Sunday began an op-
eration to evict those
blocking the road lead-
ing to a distillery and
ethanol plant in
Mansurwal village.
Villagers under the
banner of the Sanjha
Zira Morcha have
been protesting in
front of the plant for
the past five months,
demanding that the
distillery be shut
down as it was al-
legedly polluting un-
derground water in
several villages be-
sides causing air pol-
lution.

Electrocution 
 Chaibasa: A full

grown female ele-
phant died of electro-
cution after it came in
contact with a high-
tension live wire in
Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district, a
forest official said on
Sunday. The local vil-
lagers spotted the
body of the wild ele-
phant early on Sunday
morning near
Hesadeepa forest and
informed the forest de-
partment, the official
said.

Suicide
 Thiruvananthapuram:

A 46-year-old accused,
who was arrested for
allegedly hacking to
death his live-in-part-
ner recently, was on
Sunday found hanging
inside the jail here, po-
lice said.
Pathanamthitta-na-
tive Rajesh, was ar-
rested on December 15
for hacking to death
his live-in-partner
Sindhu (47) in broad
daylight near
Vazhayila here, they
added.

Overturn
 Gorakhpur: A man

was killed and nine
people were injured
after a school bus over-
turned and fell into a
10-ft-deep pit here on
Sunday as its driver
lost control of the vehi-
cle while trying to avoid
hitting a cyclist, police
said. The cyclist,
Tilakdhari (50), died
and the bus driver,
Dharmendra Yadav
(28), was critically in-
jured in the accident
that occurred in
Bhainsa Dhoda village
under Khorabar police
station area, they said.

Suspended 
 Budaun: The panchay-

at secretary of the
Kurkheda village was
suspended for alleged
irregularities in the
construction of a cow
shelter, an official said
on Sunday. Instructions
have also been given to
register an FIR regard-
ing the matter. District
Magistrate Manoj
Kumar said he along
with a few officers con-
ducted a surprise in-
spection of the newly
constructed cow shelter
in Kurkheda village of
the Dataganj tehsil area
on Saturday and found
irregularities.

Karuna Prasad Mishra,
an 88-year-old Congress
supporter, walks during
the party’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Dausa,Sunday.

For building Smart
City of Knowledge

To make scarves for
sale at religious places

 Assures help

‘Subordinate judiciary 

in MP to be called as

district judiciary’
BBhhooppaall,,  DDeecc  1188  ((PPTTII))::
Subordinate judiciary in
Madhya Pradesh will now
be referred to as the dis-
trict judiciary and lower
courts as trial courts, as
per a High Court circular.
This was resolved at a full
court meeting of the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court in which Chief Justice
Ravi Malimath and other
judges took part on Friday,
it said.

“All courts other than the
High Court shall here-
inafter be referred to as the
district judiciary and not as
subordinate judiciary and
that all courts other than
the High Court shall be
referred to as the trial
courts and not as subordi-
nate courts,” it reads.

The circular is issued by
the order of the MP chief
justice and signed by its
Registrar General
Ramkumar Choubey.

“The resolution junking
the use of subordinate judi-
ciary and subordinate
courts is aimed to drive
home the point that every
court is independent within
its jurisdiction,” a top reg-
istry officer of the HC told
PTI. He said when MP high
court chief justice
Malimath was acting chief
justice of Himachal Pradesh
he in a full court meeting
got a similar resolution
passed there.

Hero of Longewala post battling health issues 
At AIIMS-Jodhpur

Sand deposition after the receding of flood water in the

flood-prone Dhemaji district, in Assam.



PROTEST IN SUPPORT OF IRANIANS

The U.S. Capitol is seen behind a vigil honoring Iranians allegedly killed by their government during a rally in 
support of the ongoing protests in Iran at the National Mall in Washington. 
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Cairo, Dec 18 (AP):

Iranian authorities ar-
rested one of the country’s
most renowned actresses on
charges of spreading false-
hoods about nationwide
protests that grip the coun-
try, state media said.

The report by IRNA said
Taraneh Alidoosti, star of
the Oscar-winning movie
“The Salesman,” was de-
tained on Saturday, a week
after she made a post on
Instagram expressing soli-
darity with the first man re-
cently executed for crimes
allegedly committed during
the protests.

The announcement is the
latest in a series of celebrity
arrests, that have included
footballers, actors and influ-
encers, in response to their
open display of support for
anti-government demon-
strations now in their third
month

According to the report
published on the state
media’s official Telegram
channel, Alidoosti was ar-
rested because she did not
provide ‘’any documents in
line with her claims.?

It said that several other
Iranian celebrities had also
been summoned by the judi-
ciary body over publishing
provocative content, and
that some had been arrest-

ed. It provided no further de-
tails.

In her post, the 38-year-old
actress said: ‘’His name was
Mohsen Shekari. Every in-
ternational organization
who is watching this blood-
shed and not taking action,
is a disgrace to humanity.”

Shekari was executed
Dec. 9 after being charged by
an Iranian court with block-
ing a street in Tehran and
attacking a member of the
country’s security forces
with a machete. In
November, Hengameh
Ghaziani and Katayoun
Riahi, two other famous
Iranian actresses, were ar-
rested by authorities for ex-
pressing solidarity with pro-
testers on social media.
Voria Ghafouri, an Iranian
soccer player, was also ar-
rested last month for ‘insult-
ing the national soccer team
and propagandizing against
the government.” All three

have been released. Since
September, Alidoosti has
openly expressed solidarity
with protesters in at least
three posts on Instagram.
Her account, which had
some 8 million followers,
has been suspended.

Last Week, Iran executed
a second prisoner,
Majidreza Rahnavard, in
connection with the
protests. Rahnavard’s body
was left hanging from a con-
struction crane as a grue-
some warning to others.
Iranian authorities alleged
Rahnavard stabbed two
members of its paramili-
tary force.

Both Shekari and
Rahnavard were executed
less than a month after they
were charged, underscoring
the speed at which Iran now
carries out death sentences
imposed for alleged crimes
related to the demonstra-
tions.

Iran authorities arrest actress of Oscar-winning movie

Seoul, Dec 18 (AP):

North Korea fired a pair
of ballistic missiles on
Sunday toward its eastern
waters, its first weapons test
in a month and coming two
days after it claimed to have
performed a key test needed
to build a more mobile, pow-
erful intercontinental bal-
listic missile designed to
strike the US mainland.

South Korea’s military
detected the launch of two
North Korean ballistic mis-
siles from its northwest
Tongchangri area. The mis-
siles flew across the country
toward its eastern waters,
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff said in a statement.

It said the missiles were
fired about 50 minutes apart
but gave no further details,
like precisely what type of
weapons North Korea fired
and how far they flew. The
Joint Chiefs of Staff said
South Korea’s military has
bolstered its surveillance
posture and maintains a
readiness in close coordina-
tion with the United States.
Japanese officials also said
they spotted the two missile

launches from North Korea.
Its coast guard said the mis-
siles fired from North Korea
fell in the waters between
the Korean Peninsula and
Japan. Japanese coast
guard officials said both
missiles landed outside
Japan’s exclusive economic
zone. The Tongchangri area
is home to North Korea’s
Sohae Satellite Launching
Ground, where the country
in past years launched satel-
lite-carrying long-range
rockets in what the U.N.
called a disguised test of
ICBM technology. On
Thursday, in the Sohae facil-
ity, North Korea also per-
formed what it called the
test of a “high-thrust solid-

fuel motor” for a new strate-
gic weapon, a development
that experts say could allow
it to possess a more mobile,
harder-to-detect arsenal of
intercontinental ballistic
missiles that can reach the
U.S. mainland. It wasn’t im-
mediately known if
Sunday’s launches occurred
from the Sohae facility.

Sunday’s launch is the
North’s first public
weapons test since the coun-
try last month launched its
developmental, longest-
range liquid-fueled
Hwasong-17 ICBM capable
of reaching the entire U.S.
homeland. Earlier this
year, North Korea test-
launched a variety of

other missiles at a record
pace, despite pandemic-re-
lated economic hardships
and U.S.-led pressures to
curb its nuclear program.

North Korea has defend-
ed its weapons testing as
self-defense measures to
cope with the expanded
U.S.-South Korea military
drills that it views as an in-
vasion rehearsal. But some
experts say North Korea
likely used its rivals’ mili-
tary training as an excuse
to enlarge its weapons ar-
senal and increase its
leverage in future negotia-
tions with the U.S. The
weapon North Korea said
it could build with the re-
cently tested motor likely
refers to a solid-fueled
ICBM, which is among a
list of high-tech weapons
systems that leader Kim
Jong Un vowed to procure
during a major ruling
Workers’ Party conference
early last year. Other
weapons systems Kim
promised to manufacture
include a multi-warhead
missile, underwater-
launched nuclear missiles
and spy satellites.

N Korea fires 2 ballistic missiles in resumption of testing

Peshawar, Dec 18 (PTI):

At least four Pakistani
policemen were killed and
as many as injured in the
terrorist attack on a newly-
constructed police station
in the country’s volatile
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province on Sunday.

The Bargai police sta-
tion in Laki Marwat bor-
dering the south
Waziristan tribal district
was attacked by terrorists
carrying lethal weapons,
including hand grenades
and rocket launchers, po-
lice said. The suspected
terrorists fled the scene
after a fierce exchange
with the police, it said. A
heavy police contingent
launched a search opera-
tion in the area to track
down the suspects.

Mehmud Khan, the
Chief Minister of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province,
described the attack as an
act of cowardice and
sought an immediate re-
port from the provincial
police chief.

President Arif Alvi also

expressed his condolences
to the grieving families
and condemned the attack
saying “our efforts will
continue until the com-
plete elimination of the
remnants of terrorism”.

Although no group has
immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack,
the previous attacks on po-
lice in the district have
been claimed by the
T e h r e e k - e - T a l i b a n

Pakistan (TTP).
The TTP, set up as an

umbrella group of several
militant outfits in 2007
called off a ceasefire
agreed upon with the fed-
eral government in June
and ordered its militants to
stage terrorist attacks
across the country.

Last month, militants at-
tacked a police patrol vehi-
cle, killing all six police-
men in the same area. The
Pakistani Taliban claimed
responsibility for the am-
bush.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to al-
Qaeda, has been blamed
for several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults
on military bases, and the
2008 bombing of the
Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad.

Terrorist attack in northwest Pakistan kills 4 policemen

Islamabad, Dec 18

A day after India
slammed Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
for his ‘uncivilised out-
burst’ at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Pakistan People’s Party
leader Shazia Marri
threatened New Delhi
with nuclear war.

In a news conference
with Bol News, she said,
“India should not forget
that Pakistan has an
atom bomb. Our nuclear
status is not meant to re-
main silent. We will not
back down if the need
arises.”

She was holding a

press conference in sup-
port of Bilawal Bhutto
and spewed venom
against India. Shazia
threatened India and said
that if the Modi govern-
ment will fight, then he
will get the answer. The

status of a nuclear
state given to Pakistan
has not been given to
remain silent. Pakistan
also knows how to an-
swer.

She said, ‘if you will
keep making allega-
tions against Pakistan
again and again,
Pakistan cannot keep
listening silently, this
will not happen.’

Shazia’s statement
comes at a time when

Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
is being slammed in India
for unleashing a personal
attack on Modi and also
hitting out at the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).

Pak minister threatens
India with ‘nuclear war’

Kabul, Dec 18 (AP):

At least 19 people were
killed and 32 injured when
a fuel tanker exploded in a
tunnel north of the Afghan
capital Kabul, a local offi-
cial said on Sunday. The
Salang Tunnel, which is
around 80 miles north of
Kabul, was originally built
in the 1960s to assist the
Soviet invasion. It is a key
link between the country’s
north and south.

According to Said
Himatullah Shamim, a
spokesman for Parwan
province, Saturday night’s
tunnel explosion killed at
least 19 people, including
women and children. He

said survivors remain
trapped under rubble and

that the number of casual-
ties could rise. It was not

immediately clear what
caused the incident, which
happened at around 8.30
pm. Parwan’s health de-
partment has received 14
dead and 24 injured so far,
according to local official
Dr. Abdullah Afghan.

There are five women
and two children among
the dead, he said, and the
rest are men who are se-
verely burnt and cannot be
recognised. Molvi
Hamidullah Misbah, a
spokesman for the
Ministry of Public Works,
said earlier on Sunday that
the fire was extinguished
and that teams were still
working to clear the 
tunnel.

Fuel tanker tunnel blast kills
at least 19 in Afghanistan

Lahore, Dec 18 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan  made
the much-awaited an-
nouncement that his gov-
ernments in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will
dissolve their provincial as-
semblies on December 23 to
pave the way for fresh elec-
tions.

In an address to the na-
tion via a video link from
his Lahore’s residence
where the Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa chief
ministers were also present
by his side on Saturday
evening, the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man said only fresh elec-
tions can steer the country
out of economic crisis.

“We are heading towards
default and only fresh and
fair polls is a solution to

Pakistan’s economic prob-
lems,” he said as he an-
nounced the date for the dis-
solution of provincial as-
semblies.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif led government has
declared that the next gen-
eral elections will be held
after this government com-
pletes its tenure in August

2023.
Khan said whether or not

the ruling PML-N coalition
government agrees to con-
duct fresh elections across
the country, his announce-
ment will make sure that 65
per cent of Pakistan will go
into polls after the dissolu-
tion of both assemblies.

He thanked the two

provincial chief ministers
for their cooperation with
his party and said that he
had consulted PTI’s lawyers
about the move, adding that
the Constitution did not
allow elections to be delayed
beyond 90 days of an assem-
bly’s dissolution.

Last month, Khan said
that his party would disasso-
ciate itself from the “cur-
rent corrupt political sys-
tem” by quitting the two
provincial assemblies.

The decision to dissolve
assemblies was met with
great objection from PML-N
and PPP leaders the main
forces of the ruling Pakistan
Democratic Movement gov-
ernment. Later, the PML-N
had announced that it was
ready to contest elections in
case the PTI continued with
its decision to dissolve the
two assemblies.

Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assemblies
to dissolve on December 23: Imran

Quinua (Peru), Dec 18 (AP):

This rural hamlet nestled
high in the Peruvian Andes
was the site of a major battle
that secured South America’s
independence from Spain in

the 19th century.
But on Saturday, the streets

of Quinua were overrun by
weeping residents commemo-
rating a far more senseless
loss: the death of Clemer
Rojas, a 23-year-old student

who left his parents’ home on
Thursday to protest the oust-
ing of President Pedro
Castillo and never returned.
A funeral procession of a few
thousand peasant farmers,
led by a steady drumbeat and
people speaking in their na-
tive Quechua language, car-
ried Rojas’ casket draped in
Peru’s red and white flag to a
colonial church where a mass
was celebrated, and he was
later buried in a nearby ceme-
tery. Interspersed amid the
crowd were signs calling for
the closure of Congress and
denouncing caretaker
President Dina Boluarte as
an “assassin.” “My son is
leaving. Tell me he’s not leav-
ing,” Nilda Garcia, a street
vendor, wailed as friends and
family members struggled to
keep her from falling down.
Rojas died in clashes with the
army in the nearby provin-
cial capital of Ayacucho,
which has emerged as an un-
likely epicentre of unrest in
Peru’s still unfolding political
crisis.

The tumult was triggered
by Castillo’s attempt to close
Congress a futile act of
gamesmanship widely con-
demned by the US and others
as a self-coup but seen here,
in Peru’s long-neglected
countryside, as a pride-filled
display of defiance against a
hostile establishment that
never allowed the former
rural school teacher to gov-
ern since his shock victory 17
months ago. Boluarte has
tried to quell the protests, em-
phasizing her own humble
roots and support for protest-
ers’ demands that elections,
scheduled for 2026, be pushed
up to next year At a news con-
ference Saturday, Peru’s first
female president delivered ex-
tensive remarks in Quechua a
foreign language to past
Peruvian presidents compar-
ing the highway blockades,
acts of arson and violent
protests engulfing Peru to the
invisible, emotional damage
suffered by children growing
up in a broken home with
constantly feuding parents.

Peru’s dark past surfaces as young
protester is laid to rest

Doctors collect the bodies of victims in a fuel tanker 
explosion in the Salang Tunnel through the Hindu Kush
mountains, north of Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, Dec. 18.
Over a dozen people were killed and injured when a fuel
tanker exploded in the tunnel a local official said Sunday. 

Relatives grieve during the funeral procession of Clemer
Rojas, 23, who was killed during protests against new
President Dina Boluarte, in Ayacucho, Peru. The eight
deaths this week that converted Ayacucho into the epicen-
ter of violence in Peru’s still unfolding crisis is for many a
stark reminder of the region’s bloody past and longstand-
ing neglect by authorities in the far-away capital. 

A fter taking on the
Supreme Court for the

impasse on Collegium, which
he described as ‘alien’ to the
Constitution, Law Minster
Kiren Rijiju has played anoth-
er bite from His Master’s
Voice – prime minister
Narendra Modi’s favourite si-
multaneous elections. Rijiju
said in a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha the other day
that elections have become a
‘big budget affair’ and that
holding simultaneous polls to
Lok Sabha and state assem-
blies would result in huge sav-
ing to the exchequer and by
implication to the people.

''Simultaneous elections
would result in huge saving to
the public exchequer, avoid-
ance of replication of effort
on part of administrative and
law and order machinery in
holding repeated elections
and bring considerable sav-
ings to political parties and
candidates in their election
campaigns,” the minister
said. It would also provide sta-
bility in governance, he
added. Prime Minister Modi
has been pushing this idea of
synchronised elections, say-
ing the policy paralysis

caused forced by the opera-
tion of the code of conduct for
elections immobilised the gov-
ernment machinery, deter-
ring it from working for the
welfare of the people.

Modi’s call was given a theo-
retical framework by think-
tank NITI Aayog, which pro-
duced a note in 2017, reiterat-
ing the prime minister’s argu-
ment. This was followed up by
the Law Commission, which
in its report on Reforms in
Electoral Laws had suggested
simultaneous elections to Lok
Sabha and state assemblies in
the interest of stability in gov-
ernance. Elections to Lok
Sabha and all state legislative
assemblies were held simulta-
neously in 1951-52, 1957, 1962
and 1967.However, due to the
premature dissolution of
some state legislative assem-
blies in 1968 and 1969 due to
the fall of governments, the
cycle got disrupted.

The political situation ob-
taining in the country today is
quite different from what it
used to be in the 50s and the
60s, with Indian National
Congress enjoying uninter-
rupted rule in all major states.
So there was no conflict be-
tween the Centre and the state
governments in terms of po-
litical interests and considera-
tions. But today, several im-
portant states are ruled by
parties opposing the ruling
party at the Centre and any at-
tempt to synchronise elec-
tions would mean encroach-
ing upon the tenures of as-
semblies in the opposition-
ruled states and, therefore,
disruption rather than stabili-
ty.

States accounting for nearly
50 percent of the country’s
total population are now
under the rule of parties
other than those in power at
the Centre, which means that
simultaneous elections can-
not be even considered with-
out compromising the demo-
cratic rights of such a large
population. Modi and his rul-
ing party may consider this to
be a sacrifice that is too small
in terms of the perceived ben-
efits of one-nation, one-poll
idea, but it is unlikely that any
other party worth its salt
would subscribe to such
views.

The idea was first mooted
officially by the Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice in its report in 2015,
which cited the huge cost sav-
ings as the primary justifica-
tion for holding of simultane-
ous elections to Lok Sabha
and the state assemblies. The
political situation that pre-
vailed during the submission
of the report had a number of
instances when the tenure of
the Lok Sabha had to be cur-
tailed at least seven times
until then due to unstable
coalition governments. But
that has long changed and
houses being dissolved before
time, whether Lok Sabha or
state assemblies, has become
a rarity these days.

The Law Commission,
which studied the issue, had
suggested that elections of
legislative assemblies whose
term ends six months after
the general elections to Lok
Sabha can be clubbed togeth-
er, but with a rider that the re-

sults of such elections be de-
clared at the end of the assem-
bly’s tenure. The
Representation of People Act,
1951 permits the Election
Commission to notify general
elections six months prior to
the end of the terms of Lok
Sabha and state assemblies.
The Law Commission report
as well as the NITI Aayog
paper had given a detailed
plan on how to conduct simul-
taneous elections with a rec-
ommendation to start the
process from 2019 general
elections. The same opportu-
nity would now be available in
2024, when parliamentary
polls are due, for conducting
simultaneous elections.

Five states, namely, Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Odisha, Sikkim and
Telangana are due for assem-
bly elections in 2024 and can
be held alongside the Lok
Sabha polls. Elections in four
states, such as Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram
and Rajasthan will be due in
2023 and early 2024 can be syn-
chronized with the Lok Sabha
polls by amending the
Constitution. Haryana,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and
Delhi can be held along with
the Lok Sabha elections if
these states voluntarily dis-
solve their houses premature-
ly. Technically, these are possi-
ble, but only on paper. But
given the mindset of opposi-
tion parties against the much-
hyped one-nation, one-poll
idea, it is highly unlikely that
the ruling parties in the states
would agree anything even re-
motely close to simultaneous
elections.
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Bilawal Bhutto 
needs to refrain from
undiplomatic words
Unable to believe that

war of words is becoming
so low, when “The butcher
of Gujarat lives, and he is
the prime minister of
India,” Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari told a UN briefing
room, minutes after his
Indian counterpart  S
Jaishankar calling
Pakistan the "epicentre of
terrorism" and sheltering
Osama bin Laden. Actually,
Bilawal Bhutto needs to re-
frain from using such
undiplomatic words on an
international forum just
because he couldn't think
of a proper response to the
allegation made by the
Indian External Affairs
Minister. Instead Bilawal
very foolishly walked into a
trap set up by Dr
Jaishankar and India. He
forgets that he is foreign
minister and should know
the language for foreign af-
fairs, where ‘butcher’ is not
an appropriate word. It's
misfortune of the world's
richest subcontinent re-
sources land is fertile for
everything but infertile for
producing a thinking
mindset. Our subcontinent
is full of food and fruits
with delicious recipes but
tasteless thought. It's a
shameful day for every
Indian that the buried
ghost of Mr. Narendra
Modi was awakened by
Bilawal Bhutto. No one dis-
agrees that two decades ago
thousands of innocent
Muslims (nearly 800) and
Hindus (more than 200)
were killed under the
Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi’s nose,
faced charges of not doing
enough to stop the riots
that began after a train
coach carrying pilgrims
was burnt in Godhra,
killing 59 people. As a re-
sult, he was for a while (till
2014 after he became the
country’s Prime Minister)
banned from entering the
US and a few other coun-
tries. Now the country’s
Apex Court exonerated
him, as a result of my ad-
vice to Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, that if you have
nothing pleasant to say,
please do not speak un-
pleasant things about your
neighbor. As a responsible
minister you should be
aware that if Pakistan is to
progress, have good rela-
tions with your neighbors,
especially India. Otherwise,
your inexperience and fool-
ishness is going to cause
great harm to the people of
Pakistan. I’m sure if India
will take revenge on
Pakistan, not by any wrong
methods instead through
improving the Indian econ-
omy. Because living well is
the best revenge.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Youths, riding a two-wheeler, pose for a photo with the 40-feet tall model of veena at the Lata Mangeshkar Chowk, in Ayodhya.

LATA MANGESHKAR CHOWK

I ndia's trade is moving forward on the high growth wave even
with the high base of last year, and despite global demand

slow down, exports performance continues on the high growth run.
Exports moving to positive territory, after a drop in October, are on
expected line though the challenges continue. The off take has
slowed down with rising inflation in most economies affecting the
purchasing power. Moreover, the large departmental stores are
maintaining lean inventories as credit cost of building inventories
have gone  up  with  interest  rates  moving northwards. Pressure
from persistently high global inflation despite accelerated monetary
tightening has also raised the import bill for essential commodities
like crude petroleum, coking coal that need to be imported. Latest
data showed that India's exports recorded a flat growth of 0.59 per
cent to USD 31.99 billion in November, even as trade deficit widened
to USD 23.89 billion during the month. Exports stood at USD 31.8 bil-
lion in November last year, while imports rose by 5.37 per cent to
USD 55.88 billion in November as compared to USD 53.03 billion in
the corresponding month a year ago. During April-November 2022,
exports rose by 11 per cent to USD 295.26 billion as against USD
265.77 billion in the same month last year. Imports, however, rose
by 29.5 per cent to USD493.61 billion during the eight months period
of this fiscal. It was USD 381.17 billion during April-November 2021,
as per the data. The merchandise trade deficit for April-November
2022 has increased to USD 198.35 billion as against USD115.39 bil-
lion in April-November 2021. India's exports entered negative terri-
tory after a gap of about two years, declining sharply by 16.65 per
cent to USD 29.78 billion in October, mainly due to global demand
slowdown, even as trade deficit widened to USD 26.91 billion. The
World Trade Organisation (WTO) has projected that the global trade
growth will rise by 3.5 percent in 2022, but by only one per cent in
2023. The exports exhibited a positive growth in 15 out of 30 key
sectors in November as compared to the same period last year.
Sectors which recorded positive growth includes electronic goods
(54.48per cent), gems and jewellery (4.61 per cent), RMG of textiles
(11.70 percent), pharmaceuticals (8.66 percent), rice (19.16 per-
cent), and leather (8.68 per cent). With exports continuing to re-
main under stress for the second consecutive month in November,
and imports also falling, the current account deficit is likely to mod-
erate in the second half and close the fiscal with a 3.3 per cent of
GDP or USD 108-112 billion, which will still be a record high. Falling
exports and commodity prices will also help the country print in a
moderate CAD at USD 24-26 billion in Q3FY23 from likely high of
USD31-34 billion in Q2FY23, Icra Ratings said in a report. The next
move by the US Fed would be very important and crucial.

Anjan Roy

C hina appears to have made a planned and heavy intrusion in
the areas close to Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh last week,

which were repulsed by the Indian army forthwith. The Chinese
have repeatedly forayed into the area to make gains in Arunachal
Pradesh near Tawang. This is critical for China because Tawang is
the seat of one of the most revered monasteries in Tibetan
Buddhism. As a result, Tawang monastery plays a critical role in
Tibetan internal politics. Therefore, China’s efforts are to get control
of the area and the Tawang monastery to control more effectively
Tibet’s internal politics. One has to remember that the Tibetan reli-
gious head, Dalai Lama, had come to Tawang and sought his first
refuge in the monastery. Ever since, Dalai Lama is a continuing pain
in China’s neck. Now that Dalai Lama is getting old and a new spiri-
tual head will have to be sworn in after the present Dalai Lama,
China is seeking to ensure that its nominee becomes the new Dalai
Lama. Getting control of the Tawang monastery before that could
give some legitimacy for China’s selection of the next spiritual head
for Tibetan Buddhists. These issues apart, China has been nibbling
at the line of actual control —the so-called LAC— off and on and has
already claimed some victories. China has thus sliced away from
India’s part of the border over the years through these small incur-
sions. It is only now that that the Indian aide has reacted vigorously
to the Chinese tactics. The Galwan valley incident, in which 20
Indian soldiers had died and some unknown numbers of the
Chinese, was the biggest incident recently. But, last week’s Chinese
attempt to capture some high grounds in the areas, only 25 kilome-
tres from Tawang, is the most ambitious and determined  attempt..
This time, when the winter had set in, the sudden sweep was meant
to take possession of grounds to set up an observation post, accord-
ing to some reports. In Galwan valley as well, China was seeking to
acquire lands on Indian side to set up observation posts. Chinese
have already setup some villages in the areas adjoining the border,
which can quickly be turned into supply bases for the Chinese army.
In Yangtze area near Tawang, the Chinese were working with the
same objective in mind. With the observation posts the Chinese
could better monitor the Indian positions as well as movements.
They are interested in tracking Indian preparations in the border
areas. The Chinese have so far downplayed the incident apart from
a brief mention in the Chinese foreign ministry briefing. This they
did only after the statement of the defence minister, Rajnath Singh,
in parliament subsequent to the incident.The Chinese foreign min-
istry is seeking to pass this off as incursions by the Indian army per-
sonnel across the LAC. This is understandable since the Chinese are
seeking now to modify their image. Chinese threats to south east
Asian countries and the entire South China Sea has sent alarm bells
across the region. Its earlier practice of “world warriors”, who were
the hostile diplomats belching fire over alleged insults to China, had
given a very unwelcome picture of the country. After election of Xi
Jinping at the 2oth party Congress in November, it appears China is
taking some care to project a more favourable picture of the coun-
try. The release of the details of last week’s incidents by India,   has
been to vindicate government’s claims of wrong handling of all bor-
der incursions. India seems to be taking the Chinese threats serious-
ly and expects these to continue in future as well. It appears the po-
litical circles deliberately highlighted the episode as the Indian army
had acted swiftly and gained the upper hand over the Chinese. The
Indian opposition parties had all along criticised the government for
its lukewarm responses to Chinese incursions. This time the political
set up had some advantages in showing off the robust responses to
the incursions. The Indian army was better prepared for the sudden
eruption of violence. For whatever reasons and results, border
clashes with China are expected to continue. The silver lining is that
these have remained confined to local levels. Eruption of these on a
larger scale could make things rather difficult to control, as has
been seen in the disastrous Russian campaign in Ukraine.

China is interested in the
Buddhist Monastery in

Tawng for its internal reason

India’s trade on a 
high trajectory

Modi Govt may be dusting out its plan 
for One-Nation, One-Poll by 2024

Fiona Stewart & Alexander Piel

T here's no trait that distin-
guishes humans from all

other mammals more clearly than
the way we walk. Human habitual
bipedalism obligatory walking on
two legs has long been a defining
trait of our species, as well as our
ancestors as far back as 4.5 million
years ago. Science's growing un-
derstanding of chimpanzee cul-
ture, communication and emotion
may have blurred the understand-
ing of "distinctly human", but our
obligatory bipedalism has stood
the test of time.

Why, when, and where bipedal-
ism evolved remains debated,
however. Numerous evolutionary
pressures have been proposed.
Most are about the economics and
energy use of walking on two legs
(bipedalism is far more efficient
than quadrupedalism). Other theo-
ries describe the advantages of
carrying objects. Bipedalism frees
the hands to do interesting things
like make and use tools and reach
for fruit. It also enables us to see

over tall grass. But almost all the
theories suggest that bipedalism is
an adaptation to getting around on
land. It's clear that early bipeds
evolved when savanna grasslands
became increasingly common as
forests retreated 4-8 million years
ago. Walking on two legs made it
easier to forage and travel on the
ground.

But there's also evidence that
contradicts this idea. Hominin
anatomy, palaeo-ecology and the
behaviour of some ape species
present challenges to the theory.
For example, early hominins had a
long list of adaptations to life in the
trees. These included long limbs,
mobile shoulders and wrists, and
curved fingers. All these features
are present in our current tree-
dwelling primate cousins. Studies
of what hominins ate and the ani-
mals they lived with (bushbucks,
colobus monkeys) also suggest
that these hominins did not live in
grasslands. Instead, they inhabited
mosaic landscapes, consisting
most likely of a mixture of riparian
forests and woodlands.

Finally, evidence from the only
non-African great ape the orang-
utan suggests bipedalism was an
adaptation to living in trees. It
helped the apes to negotiate flexi-
ble branches high in the tropical
rainforests of southeast Asia. To
further test hypotheses about how
hominins may have foraged and
moved in a mosaic habitat and
whether this habitat pushed them
to evolve towards living on the
ground and walking on two legs
we investigated the behaviour of
wild chimpanzees in a savanna
mosaic in the Issa valley in
Tanzania.

IIssssaa  cchhiimmppaannzzeeeess
Issa chimpanzees live in an envi-

ronment dominated by woodland.
It is interspersed with grasslands,
rocky outcrops and forests along-
side streams. We followed chim-
panzees for 15 months, collecting
data every two minutes on an indi-
vidual's positional behaviour, the
vegetation type they were in (for-
est, woodland), and what they
were doing (foraging, resting,
grooming and so on).

We expected that chimpanzees
would spend more time on the
ground and standing or moving up-
right in open vegetation like wood-
lands where they cannot easily
travel via the tree canopy. We
thought they would be more ter-
restrial overall compared with
their forest-dwelling cousins in
other parts of Africa. We found
that Issa chimpanzees do indeed
spend more time on the ground in
woodlands than in forests. But
they were not more terrestrial
than other (forested) communi-
ties. In short, it is not a simple rule
of fewer trees leads to more time
on the ground.

It's not clear why Issa chim-
panzees spent so little time on the
ground. It could be that they spend
more time within feeding trees due
to tougher foods that may take
longer to process than those found
in the forests. Alternatively, they
could be staying out of the reach of
Issa's many predators, including
wild dogs, hyenas, and lions. We
don't yet know what is driving Issa
chimpanzees into the trees. Our

findings also suggest a decoupling
between terrestial activity and
bipedalism. Over 85% of bipedal
events were when chimpanzees
were in trees (mostly feeding), not
on the ground, similar to what was
described for orangutans. Our data
from Issa do not support the view
that bipedalism evolved as a ter-
restrial behaviour, especially in
more open habitats.

WWhhyy  iitt  mmaatttteerrss
Our study represents the first

test in a living ape of the long-
held hypothesis that cool, dry and
open environments during a criti-
cal junction in human evolution
catalysed the evolution of terres-
trial bipedalism. Issa allows us to
study ape-habitat interactions as
they might have been millions of
years ago. Hominins may not
have responded to a mosaic land-
scape in exactly the same way as
today's chimpanzees do. But the
way savanna chimpanzees move
around and hold their bodies sup-
ports the idea that early hominin
bipedalism evolved in the trees,
not on the ground. 

Why humans walk on two legs
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Purbanchal Cement
Kolkata: Assam-
based Purvanchal
Cement has ear-
marked Rs 200 crore
for acquisition and ex-
pansion over the next
few years, including
foraying into markets
outside the northeast-
ern region like West
Bengal, a senior offi-
cial said. The Maithon
Group company has at
present a 0.5-million
tonne capacity plant
near Guwahati. "We
are evaluating be-
tween brownfield ex-
pansion and acquisi-
tion preferably with
mine rights in the
northern part of
Assam," Purbanchal
Cement MD Vedant
Agarwal said.

IIFCL 
New Delhi: State-
owned IIFCL has
sanctioned Rs 8,244
crore loans to about 20
projects to help add
836 million tonnes per
annum (MTPA) of
ports capacity, which
is one-fourth of
India's total cargo vol-
umes, a top company
official said. India's
total port capacity is
about 2,600 MTPA. Of
this, 12 major ports'
cargo handling capac-
ity stood at 1,598
MTPA as of March
2022. India
Infrastructure
Finance Company Ltd
(IIFCL) has has been
extending its finan-
cial support to many
strategic port proj-
ects, including the
Paradip Port, Essar
Vizag port, Tuticorin,
Krishnapatnam,
Karaikal.

Zippo 
New Delhi: Iconic
windproof lighter
maker Zippo
Manufacturing
Company is targeting
nearly 50 per cent
growth in sales in
India for 2023 and ex-
pects to continue
strong double-digit
growth over the next
five years, said a com-
pany official. The com-
pany gets around 60-70
per cent of sales from
e-commerce channels
in India and is also ex-
panding its presence
in offline channels,
where it expects faster
growth in 2023, said
Zippo Global
Marketing Associate
Vice President Lucas
Johnson.

Henkel
New Delhi: German
consumer goods firm
Henkel, which has re-
entered the consumer
market in India after
around a decade, is bet-
ting on the beauty seg-
ment in which it is
working to build a ho-
listic hair solutions
portfolio, a company of-
ficial said. With the
consolidation of its
consumer business at
the global level, led by a
successful merger of
beauty care, laundry
and home divisions,
Henkel foresees a pow-
erhouse of internation-
al bestsellers hitting
the Indian market, said
Kartik Kaushik,
Country Head-Henkel
Consumer Brands,
India and South Asia
Export.

Fire-Boltt 
New Delhi: Wearable
and audio devices
maker Fire-Boltt ex-
pects around five
times growth in busi-
ness to Rs 2,400 crore
this fiscal with its
plans to enhance
brand loyalty of cus-
tomers and offer spe-
cialised features for
sports, fitness and
healthcare, a top offi-
cial of the company
said.

CHENNAI HERITAGE AUTO SHOW

Visitors at the 'Chennai Heritage Auto Show 2022’, organised by Madras Heritage
Motoring Club, in Chennai, Sunday, Dec. 18.

Chennai, Dec 18 (PTI):

The Centre is commit-
ted to improve trade facili-
tation for every stakehold-
er, including Customs
Department personnel
and those involved in the
trading communities, said
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman here
on Sunday.

Beyond construction of
a new building, these days
emphasis is also given on
how energy-efficient the
buildings would be so that
there is no pollution or dis-
turbance to anyone, she
said at an event here.

"I am extremely happy
to lay the foundation stone
for new office complex
'Vaigai' which is aptly
named and actually comes
out of the commitment
that the nation has made
to improve trade facilita-
tion", Sitharaman said at
the foundation stone-lay-
ing ceremony of new of-
fice complex 'Vaigai' at
Customs House here.

"There was a time when

we thought that we have to
build office space based on
officers, staff and require-
ments. These days, it is
also looking at how green
our buildings are going to
be, and how energy-effi-
cient these buildings will

be," she said.
"In trade facilitation,

the country actually
stands to benefit from and
also to set standards on
the way in which we have
our Customs or tax offi-
cials and their work-

places," she said. Hailing
that the proposed building
being set up at a cost of Rs
92 crore would accommo-
date 11 partnership agen-
cies of Customs
Department, she said the
building would set a stan-

dard in the way it is being
constructed. "Today facili-
tating import-export
agents, women officers
and their children are all
taken into consideration
when we build our of-
fices," she said.

According to the offi-
cials, the new building
would also have a refresh-
ment area for women em-
ployees and also a creche.

Sitharaman hailed the
'facelift' given to the exist-
ing over century-old build-
ings of the Customs
Department and said it
was thoughtfully done and
drives inspiration from
the Centre's 'Swachch
Bharat' campaign.

"Polishing those credi-
ble awards won by the
Customs Department and
giving them the due shine
is very symbolic and also
indicative to what extent
minute planning has hap-
pened so that the old build-
ing is also more workable
and gives the ambience
that is required for every-
body working," she said.

Country committed to improve trade

facilitation: Nirmala Sitharaman

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with CBIC Chairman Vivek Johri during the foundation stone
laying ceremony of a new office complex of Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), at
Customs House in Chennai, Sunday, Dec. 18.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance will
rival FMCG food businesses
of ITC, Tata Consumer
Products Ltd and Adani
Wilmar with launch of
brand 'Independence' for sta-
ples, processed foods, bever-
ages and other daily essen-
tials,analysts said.

Reliance Consumer
Products Ltd (RCPL), the
newly set up FMCG arm of
Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd
(RRVL) last week made a
foray into staples with
launch of brand
Independence in line with
announcement Ambani had
made at the company's annu-
al shareholder meeting earli-
er this year. RRVL is a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of
Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL). The launch is only in
Gujarat, possibly on a pilot
testing basis, and has indicat-
ed that products would be af-
fordably priced. Post develop-
ment of the brand, it will be
rolled out nationally. It will be
"competing with Adani
Wilmar in edible oil, grains
and pulses; Patanjali Foods
in biscuits, edible oil, pack-

aged atta; Parle and
Britannia in biscuits; Tata
Consumer in pulses, pack-
aged water; and ITC in pack-
aged atta, biscuits," broker-
age Nomura said.
Independence line of prod-
ucts will be available on the
Jio Mart app and Reliance re-
tail stores currently. In com-
ing months, the distribution
is to be extended to FMCG re-
tailers (kirana stores). The
categories include biscuits,
packaged water, edible oil,
packaged atta (wheat flour),
besan (gram flour), pulses,
grains and sugar. "RCPL is a
newly-incorporated compa-
ny despite RRVL already hav-
ing a range of private-label
brands which are sold across
its 2,460 brick and mortar
grocery stores and Jio Mart
app which reaches 2 million
merchant partners/kirana
stores across 260 cities,"
Nomura said. "We note it also
incorporated another compa-
ny (Reliance Beauty and
Personal Care Ltd) on
November 28, 2022. We be-
lieve RIL is incubating newer
separate companies with the
idea of listing them over the
medium term and unlocking
value."

Ambani to take on ITC,
Patanjali, Tata, Adani with

FMCG brand ‘Independence’

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Coal is dirty -- it makes
up for 40 per cent of carbon
dioxide emissions from fos-
sil fuels, its mining wreaks
havoc on the environment
and burning it produces
pollutants like mercury
which are linked to acid
rain and particulate matter
that causes respiratory ill-
nesses. But the war in
Ukraine has caused a mini-
energy crisis globally,
pushing its use to record
levels this year.

And India, the world's
third largest energy con-
sumer, was at the forefront
of the global rise in coal
usage as it fell back on the
easiest available fossil fuel

in the face of a surge in oil
and gas prices that threat-
ened to derail the economic
recovery from the pandem-

ic. The trends of coal con-
sumption and production
this year indicate that the
dirty fuel is here to stay de-
spite the nation's ambi-
tious target of meeting 50
per cent of energy require-
ments from renewable en-
ergy and non-fossil fuel ca-
pacity of 500 GW by 2030.

India's coal consumption
has doubled since 2007 at
an annual growth rate of 6
per cent and the
International Energy
Agency (IEA) estimates
that the largest increase in
the fuel's demand globally
this year was from India (7
per cent or an addition of
70 million tonnes). This on
top of a 14 per cent re-
bound in 2021, and 1,033

million tonnes consump-
tion in 2022.

Speaking to PTI, Coal
and Mines Minister
Pralhad Joshi unveiled the
plans for the next year and
said the coal output of one
billion tonnes will come
from different sources
which consist of state-
owned CIL, commercial
mines and captive coal
blocks.

"We want to see that
there is highest production
and dispatch as far as coal
is concerned. The entire
coal production in the
country will be one billion
tonnes," Joshi said. Coal
India (CIL) accounts for
over 80 per cent of domes-
tic coal output.

Coal is here to stay despite India’s
ambitious renewable energy goals

Coal and Mines Minister Pralhad
Joshi unveiled the plans for the

next year and said the coal output
of one billion tonnes will come

from different sources which con-
sist of state-owned CIL, commer-

cial mines and captive coal blocks.

Bhopal, Dec 18: 

Bandhan Bank, one of the
fastest-growing banks in the
country, has opened its Retail
Asset Centre in Raipur. The
Raipur centre is located on the
Shankar Nagar Pandri Road,
Opposite-Crystal Arcade. The
Bank plans to open total 48
Asset Centres across the coun-
try in the current financial
year.
The asset centre is equipped
to cater to the loan require-
ments of the existing cus-
tomers of Chhattisgarh, as
well as other New-to-Bank
customers. This is a spe-
cialised centre for processing
of loans and will house office
of the various asset vertical
staff of the Bank. At these
asset centres, any customer
looking for loans from the
Bank may walk into the asset

centre, enquire about loans
and also deposit EMIs for any
existing loans with Bandhan
Bank. The asset centre will
work with the credit process-
ing, legal, valuation and other
relevant agencies as part of
the loan sanctioning process.
This centre will also help
channel partners get better
collaboration from the Bank.
Chandra Shekhar Ghosh, MD &
CEO, Bandhan Bank said, “The
Bank is on its journey to diver-
sify its assets portfolio and
asset centres will play a criti-
cal role in the same. We are
also looking at growing the
current products as well as
introducing new products in
the retail asset range. The
Bank is expanding its exposure
geographically and planning to
open more than 550 new
branches across India, within
the current fiscal.”

Bandhan Bank strengthens
presence  with Asset Centre

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Jindal Steel and Power
Limited (JSPL) will spend
Rs 7,930 crore under the
PLI scheme for specialty
steel to manufacture eight
types of high-end alloy in
the country, its Managing
Director Bimlendra Jha
said.

JSPL is one of the qual-
ifiers of the government's
production linked incen-
tive (PLI) scheme which
aims to increase the out-
put of value-added steel
using new age technolo-
gies in the domestic steel
sector. On December 9, the
government announced
the selection of 67 entries
with an investment poten-
tial of Rs 42,500 crore
under the scheme. The

proposed investments are
expected to generate
70,000 job opportunities
and add 26 million tonnes
of speciality steel capaci-
ty in the country.

When asked about the
share of JSPL in the said
investment amount, Jha
replied, "Our commit-
ment to the PLI scheme
(for specialty steel) will be
around Rs 7,930 crore."

JSPL through sub-
sidiary company Jindal
Steel Odisha has submit-

ted the highest number of
entries to manufacture
eight types of specialty
steel products, he told
PTI.

Sharing the details of
the grades, Jha said the
company will make "HR
coil, sheets and plates API
GR which find application
in sectors like oil and
gas". The high tensile
sheets which the compa-
ny would be manufactur-
ing under the PLI scheme
are used in structural
grade fabrication and au-
tomobile industry, he
said. Grades like auto-GR
steel AHSS and cold rolled
and coated products are
used by the auto sector,
while the tin mill products
are used in tin and food
processing industry.

JSPL to invest Rs 7,930 crore under the PLI
scheme for specialty steel: MD Bimlendra Jha

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

BMW Motorrad, the two
wheeler division of the
German luxury car maker,
expects sales to grown in
double digits next year as
well as it remains bullish
on the long term growth
prospects of the country.

The company, which
sells a range of motorcy-
cles in the country, is look-
ing to cross the 7,000 unit
sales mark this year.

With sales volume this
year till November having
already crossed the 6,000
units mark, a growth of
around 40 per cent as com-
pared to same period last

year, BMW Motorrad
India has for the first time
entered the top ten mar-
kets for the brand globally.
The company had sold
5,191 units in the country
last year. "I am absolutely
certain of that," BMW
Motorrad Head of Region
Asia, China, Pacific &
Africa Markus Mueller-
Zambre told PTI when

asked if the company
would be able to achieve
double digit volume
growth in 2023. In order to
continue with sustainable
growth in the market, the
company has realigned its
strategy a bit to reflect on
the measures it needs to
take to keep momentum
growing in the country, he
added.

BMW Motorrad India expects
sales momentum to continue
̈ Eyes double-digit

growth next year

High taxation rates
crippling liquor

trade: ISWAI
Kolkata, Dec 18 (PTI):

High rates of taxation are crip-
pling the alcoholic beverages
(alcobev) sector and threatening
the future of the liquor industry
in the country, the International
Spirits & Wines Association of
India (ISWAI) said. ISWAI, the
apex body of the premium
alcobev industry in the country,
said that taxes account for 67 to
80 per cent of the product
prices, leaving little for the trade
to sustain and manage opera-
tions. "The Indian alcobev indus-
try is in deep crisis due to infla-
tion on one hand and high taxa-
tion rates. In this context, it is
needed to decrease taxes and
raise product prices for the sec-
tor to sustain," ISWAI CEO Nita
Kapoor said. Unlike other indus-
tries, the liquor industry does
not have the freedom to price
the products, Kapoor said.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Meltdown in shares of
Dalal Street debutants
and volatility triggered by
geopolitical tensions
soured the sentiments for
the primary markets,
with fund mobilisation
through IPOs halving to
nearly Rs 57,000 crore in
2022 and the New Year is
expected to be even qui-
eter.

The overall collection
would have been much
lower had it not been for
the Rs 20,557-crore LIC
public offer, which consti-
tutes as much as 35 per
cent of the total amount
raised during the year.

Investors remained jit-
tery throughout 2022 on

recessionary fears and
rising interest rates amid
soaring inflation.

"The year 2023 will be
tough, with growth slow-
ing down globally, we are
bound to see some reper-
cussions in India. I expect
a slower or quieter mar-
ket in 2023, and I suspect
money garnered through
IPOs next year will be
lower than or on the same
level as 2022," said Nikhil
Kamath, co-founder of
True Beacon and
Zerodha.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services, also
believes that the total size
of IPOs in 2023 will be
muted in anticipation of a
volatile stock market.

IPOs in 2022: Fund mobilisation
halves to Rs 57k cr; new year

may be even quieter

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

The Indian automobile
industry is setting out on
a journey with hopes for a
sustained growth momen-
tum in 2023 and further
embracing clean technol-
ogy amid the lurking
speed breakers of rising
interest rates and cost in-
creases due to new emis-
sion and safety norms,
having witnessed a strong
comeback from the
COVID-led downturn this
year.

While the passenger ve-
hicles (PV) segment is set
for record sales in 2022 de-
spite the lingering effects
of supply chain con-
straints and semiconduc-
tor shortages, the two-
wheeler space is yet to see
sustained sales buoyancy

after having suffered for
most of the year.
According to industry es-
timates, PV sales can
reach around 38 lakh
units this year.

The three-wheelers and
commercial vehicles seg-
ments have also wit-
nessed good growth in
2022 compared to 2021, al-
beit on a low base of last
year, which was affected
by the second wave of
COVID-19 and manufac-
turers will be keen to
carry forward the mo-
mentum to the new year.

As per industry ob-
servers, 2023 will also see
acceleration in adoption
of electric vehicles, which
has already started taking
root in 2022, especially in
the two-wheelers seg-
ment.

Auto industry looks to sustain
growth momentum in 2023

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

The government plans to put on
sale next month six mineral
blocks in the states of Odisha
and Rajasthan. Of these six
blocks to be auctioned, three
are bauxite mines and three are
limestone blocks. The three
bauxite blocks -- Ballada,
Kutrumali and Sijimali -- and
two limestone mines --
Garramura and Uskalabgu -- in
Odisha are virgin blocks,
according to a latest report by
the mines ministry.
The remaining mine is Nimana-
Duniya limestone block in Kota,
Rajasthan. The notice inviting
tender for all the six blocks was
floated in the month of
November. Since the amend-
ment to MMDR Act, 1957 in
2015, a total of 216 mineral
blocks have been auctioned till
November 30 across 10 states.

Govt plans to 
auction 6 mineral
blocks in January

Sushmita Mukherjee to be
seen in a quirky character 

S
tar Bharat is all
set to amuse its
viewers with a

full packed entertain-
ing serial which will

soon go on air by the
end of January 2023.

The new show will be pro-
duced under the banner of
Farm Film Productions.
The show's creators have
cast versatile and seasoned
performer Sushmita
Mukherjee in a crucial role.
Sushmita Mukherjee has
appeared in numerous
films and television shows;
her most recent appearance
was in a family drama.
Sushmita Mukherjee is a
prominent name in the in-
dustry. Known for her ver-
satility, she has been part of

the industry for more than
3 decades. The actor will be
soon seen on Star Bharat
which will be her first ap-
pearance and association
with the channel. The show
is said to be a dramedy

which will leave no stone
unturned to entertain the
viewers. Sushmita
Mukherjee will be seen in a
quirky character which
will leave the audience in
surprise. Other leads of the
show are yet to be con-
firmed by the creators. The
yet untitled show is said to
go on air by January.

Sushmita will be seen on
Star Bharat for the first
time with her new unusual
character. The show name
is yet to be finalized but it’s
reported that the show will
be based out of Banaras
and as per the creator the
idea behind the show is to
present some light drama
and comedy packed enter-
tainment to its viewers.

B
ollywood livewire
star Ranveer Singh
hilariously moon-

walked into the comment
section during his ac-
tress-wife Deepika
Padukone's live chat on
social media and
dropped a hilarious
comment. The star cou-
ple are known for their

open public dis-
play of affec-
tion. However,
this time it
was Ranveer

who took the
cake for showing

love.

Deepika was doing a
live session on Instagram
on Friday and Ranveer
went right into her com-
ment section and said
that he wants her to put
moisturiser with her soft
hands on his face.

Deepika was doing the
session for her skincare
product and was explain-
ing the features of the it.

He wrote: 'Wah Wah,
humei bhi interest hai
skincare mein."

And added: 'Hum bhi
chehre pe moisturiser la-
gate hain, thoda maintain
karna acchi baat hai.'

Chitrangda begins shooting
for her Indo-Italian film with
Marco Leonardi

A
ctress Chitrangda Singh, who is known
for films like 'Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi',
'Yeh Saali Zindagi', 'Baazaar' and 'Modern

Love Mumbai', is playing the lead role in Goutam
Ghose's next Indo-Italian yet-to-be-titled film, which
also stars Italian actor Marco Leonardi, known for
his work in the acclaimed movie 'Cinema Paradiso'.

The film is being made in English, Hindi, and
partly in Italian with its story revolving around
issues of human displacement, through the
story of a couple and their child. The first look
of the film has been released and it shows the
actress in a de-glam look. Donning a plain or-
ange saree and minimalist make-up, Chitra
looks sharp and beautiful.

The official statement from the production
house Life Journey Films Production LLP stated,
"Chitrangda is that rare combination of beauty with tal-
ent. She has proved her mettle as an actress. We are
thrilled to work with her. The role is quite challenging
but we are confident that Chitrangda will bring a
unique singularity to the role."

The film's shooting had started back in 2019
but had a major setback due to the pan-
demic. The team has resumed work
now and a major portion of the
shoot is scheduled for Mumbai
and Jabalpur.

The film's script has been
written by Goutam Ghose
and Jagannath Guha, along
with two Italian scriptwriters
Amedeo Paganini and Sergio Scapagnini.

ACROSS

1. Apple drink

6. Of sound mind

10. Drinks daintily

14. Out of the way

15. Before long

16. At rest

17. ____ vision

19. ____ between the lines

20. Small sofa

21. Slim

23. ____ standstill (2 wds.)

24. Precinct

26. Add spices

28. Maker

32. Over

33. Boys

34. Birds' abodes

36. Wooden fasteners

40. Fighter pilots

41. Puma, e.g.

42. Fashion magazine

43. Diner list

44. Water mammal

46. Baldwin or Guinness

47. Wrestling pads

49. Watertight coating

51. Gobi, for one

54. Pierce

55. Knock

56. Leonardo's "____ Lisa"

58. Zany

63. Guitarist ____ Clapton

65. Italian vegetable soup

67. Chorus voice

68. Initial bet

69. Merits

70. Tinted

71. Within earshot

72. ____ potato

DOWN

1. Bottle tops

2. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)

3. Earth

4. Rework proofs

5. Do again

6. Compass point (abbr.)

7. Major artery

8. Ark's captain

9. Signs up

10. Mister

11. Thoughts

12. Greek philosopher

13. Car style

18. Long-legged bird

22. New (prefix)

25. Constructs

27. Attraction

28. Mollusk
29. Marathon, e.g.
30. Biblical locale
31. Take for granted
32. Verify
35. Rested
37. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald
38. Narrow valley
39. Religious group
44. Footstool
45. Paper quantities
48. Sleeve
50. Lessens
51. Great fear
52. Ahead of time
53. Grudge
54. Yule visitor
57. Three squared
59. Deadlock
60. Apple part
61. Prince Charles's sister
62. Irritant
64. Atlantic fish
66. Poet's always
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Patience
Personified:
Yash obliges

700 fans
with 

individual
selfies

Pan-India super star Yash
who proved his mettle at

the box office is also known
for his love and affection for
fans. Recently, he proved yet
again that he's a sovereign
when it comes to winning
hearts.
At an event, Yash clicked self-
ies/pictures with more than
700 fans present. The organis-
ers of the event suggested
that it may be a good idea to
shoot group pictures, but the
star disagreed and opted to
click a picture with each one
of the fans present in the
event.
This warm yet huge gesture
took another one hour for the
event to actually get over.
The kind and warm act of
Yash was hugely appreciated
by his fans in Bangalore who
came from far off distances to
catch a glimpse of him.
The event speaks volumes
about Yash who doesn't take
his stardom for granted. The
actor who comes from humble
background, is a self-made
star who despite the massive
stardom, chooses to remain
grounded.

P
op singer Kylie Minogue
has teased details of her up-
coming 16th studio album,

and fans won't have too long to
wait to hear her new tunes.

The 54-year-old eternal singer
has been busy in the studio,
with reports back in
September, suggest-
ing she has been
playing her efforts to
record label bosses ahead
of a release, reports 'The
Mirror'.

Now fresh details suggest
some 'old' tracks will

be included on
the new

record as
Kylie

plans to in-
clude a couple of
tracks from her 2020
record- making Number 1 album
'Disco'. The rationale is that Kylie
wants to give some of the previ-
ously re-released tracks more
time in the spotlight -- and that
she will then showcase them
while on tour.

The singer herself told
The Sun, quoted by 'The

Mirror': "Because I didn't get to
tour 'Disco', I will be putting a
number of disco tracks in there. I
hope people love it. So far, I'm re-
ally touched by the engagement
or re-engagement of Disco."

It is implied Kylie will be kick-
ing off 2023 by unleashing a

brand new single early in the
new year, with her new
album due for release a few
months later.

While a full-scale UK
arena tour is also on the
cards, which will see the su-

perstar take to the
stage for the

first time in
four years.

S h e

previously said of returning to
the stage: "I'm dreaming of doing
dates." "We are inching closer to
doing something like that.
Patience. I can't wait. Keep
your disco outfit not too far
away." 'The Mirror' further
says that the promise of
new music and live
dates comes after it
was suggested that
Kylie could soon
be heading to Las
Vegas to head up a
residency. She

would follow in the footsteps of
icons, including

Celine Dion and
Mariah Carey to
present a series
of performanc-

es from Sin
City.

Kylie Minogue teases upcoming
16th album and ‘dream’ arena tour

R
eena Kapoor is currently
seen in in Star Bharat's new
serial “Aashao Ka Savera

…Dheere Dheere Se. Reena Kapoor
who is a versatile actor has made
her appearance in many renown
shows. She is seen playing a lead
character as ‘Bhavna's who is a
widow. Reena Kapoor talking about
the character in the show speaks
about the ideal kind of role she
would like to play in future.

Reena Kapoor sharing her
thoughts says,” My dream role
would be like Sivagami from
Bahubali because possess the char-
acteristics of a powerful, honor-
able, and intelligent lady who is
strong and stands up for her beliefs.
She has unparalleled, overpower-
ing strength that epitomizes
woman power. In contrast to
Bhavna, the character I portray in
‘Aashao Ka Savera... Dheere Dheere
Se’ who experiences problems after
losing her husband since she also
loses her identity and how society

perceives women like her. As a re-
sult, both genres place an equal em-
phasis on women, but Sivagami's
role empowers women, setting a
standard for audiences. Well, I sure-
ly hope that I can convey the mes-
sage to the audience through my
role. Since the serial's concept re-
lates to many women in our society,
I hope the audience loves the show
and relates with my character.”

At the core of the plot are the two
antagonistic characters Bhavna
and Raghav, who are alternately
represented by Reena Kapoor and
Rahil Azam. But destiny unites
them, giving their relationship a
second shot.

Stay tuned to watch “Aashao Ka
Savera..Dheere Dheere Se premier-
ing tonight at 9:30 pm  only on Star
Bharat.

‘Sivgami from Bahubali would be my ideal role’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s period
drama ‘Punyashlok

Ahilyabai’, has been
adored by fans of all ages
for its captivating narra-
tive on the honourable
life of Queen Ahilyabai
Holkar. The story depicts
the noble work of
Ahilyabai, a woman
ahead of her time who
challenged the pre-de-
fined societal norms and
made positive contribu-
tions for the welfare of
the people, with the sup-
port of her father-in-law,
Malhar Rao Holkar. With
the on-going track high-
lighting the issue of
‘Sati’, the show unfolds
another crucial chapter
of Ahilyabai Holkar’s life
after the unfortunate
death of Khanderao
Holkar.

Ahilyabai has always
been renowned for her
numerous accomplish-
ments, with the abolition
of Sati practice being one
of them. When
Khanderao was martyred
in the battle of Kumher,
Ahilyabai gave up all de-
sires of life and decided
to perform Sati to accom-
pany her husband at his
funeral pyre. Malhar Rao
Holkar had always been
the strongest pillar of
support for Ahilya and an
open-minded person who
didn’t believe the ortho-
dox beliefs and traditions.
What stopped Ahilya
from entering the pyre
with Khanderao was a

tap on her back by
Malhar Rao who refused
to let it happen as accord-
ing to Malhar Rao, Ahilya
was the only potential
one who could take care
of the darbar and every-
one else. After the demise
of his son Khanderao,
Malhar couldn’t afford to
lose Ahliyabai hence
stood by her side like al-
ways and talked her out
of it.

Talking about the track
Rajesh Shringarpure
said, “In those days, espe-
cially when Sati was such
a huge practice believed
in orthodox circles, what
Malhar Rao did was not
only commendable but
also something which
makes us proud. The con-
cept of Feminism was not
even there in those days
and yet, this gesture
shows that the thought of
equality between man
and woman could have
been historically present
in the minds of people.

Rajesh Shringarpure
expresses his view
about ‘Sati’ track

Ranveer gets sassy with wife
Deepika over live session
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Al Rayyan, Dec 18 (AP):

Luka Modric led Croatia
to third place in what was
likely the midfield great's
last appearance at the
World Cup. The runners-
up from four years ago se-
cured another medal by
beating Morocco 2-1 in the
third-place match on
Saturday. Mislav Orsic
scored the decisive goal
shortly before halftime at
Khalifa International
Stadium to ensure Modric
finished on a winning
note, if this does turn out
to be his last World Cup
match.

At the age of 37, that
seems likely, even if there
are hopes he will lead his
country at the 2024
European Championship.
Josko Gvardiol put
Croatia ahead in the sev-
enth minute, but Achraf
Dari evened the score in
the ninth. It is the second
time Croatia has taken
third place. The team also
achieved that feat in its
first World Cup as an inde-
pendent nation 1998.

After becoming the first
African team to reach the
World Cup semifinals,
Morocco's tournament
ended in two losses. But
the team's achievements
in Qatar will be remem-

bered for the outpouring of
pride among Arab nations.

The World Cup final be-
tween defending champi-
on France and Argentina
is scheduled for Sunday at
Lusail Stadium.

The third-place match is
considered by some to be a
meaningless exhibition.
Even Morocco coach
Walid Regragui described
it as a "booby prize" in the
buildup. But neither team
lacked motivation in a
fiercely contested game be-
tween two nations that few
expected to go so far.

That was underlined by

a host of players needing
to be substituted because
of injury in the second
half as Morocco pushed
for an equalizer.

The teams had already
played out 0-0 draw in the
group stage and had made
to the semifinals on the
back of tough defenses,
with a combined six
shutouts. Goals weren't a
problem this time.

Perhaps that was be-
cause of the relative free-
dom of playing in a game
with supposedly little at
stake. Another factor for
Morocco, at least, was the

absence of three key de-
fenders, Romain Saiss,
Nayef Aguerd and
Noussair Mazraoui.

The impact of those ab-
sences was felt when
Croatia took the lead off
Gvardiol's diving header.
In a slick move, Ivan
Perisic flicked a free kick
into the middle of the
penalty box and the center
back did the rest.

Morocco responded two
minutes later when Lovro
Majer inadvertently
helped on Hakim Ziyech's
free kick and Dari headed
in to even the score.

Chattogram, Dec 18 (PTI):

Wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav registered his ca-
reer-best match figures as
India quickly wrapped up
Bangladesh's second in-
nings for a comprehen-
sive 188-run win in the
opening Test, here
Sunday.

Needing four wickets to
pocket the win, India fin-
ished the job in 11.2 overs,
bowling the hosts out for
324 after the hosts began
at overnight score of 276
for six.

Left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep scalped two of
the remaining four bat-
ters while Mohammed
Siraj and Axar Patel took
one wicket each.

Kuldeep, who cherished
an impressive five-wicket
haul in the first innings,
added three more wickets
in the second Bangladesh
innings to finish with
match figures of 8 for 113.

"I love bowling with
Kookaburra balls, it gives
me better grip and con-
trol, compared to the SG
ball," said Kuldeep after
the win.

"If I were not playing
cricket, it would have
been very challenging but
I have played a lot of
white-ball matches. I have
played IPL and with red

ball India A matched, so
my rhythm was set. "I

could bowl with aggres-
sive approach and in this

rhythm, you need to make
extra effort and it takes a
toll on body," he said.

"I like playing all for-
mats of cricket for India,
nothing matches that
pride. When I don't play I
keep training so that the
confidence remains intact
in matched but I stay re-
laxed," he added.

Kuldeep was ably sup-
ported by left-arm spinner
Patel, who finished with
figures of 4 for 77 in the
second innings.

With this win, India
have climbed to the third
place in the World Test
Championship points
table, pushing Sri Lanka
to the fourth position.

India now have 87
points with 55.77 percent-
age (PCT) while Sri Lanka
have 64 points and 53.33
PCT. Australia lead the
table with 75 PCT and are
followed by South Africa
(60 PCT).

Resuming at the
overnight score of 276 for
6, Bangladesh skipper
Shakib-Al-Hasan came all
out attacking, knowing
very well it would not be
easy to just survive the
whole day.

He went for his shots to
score 84, studded with six
fours and as many hits
over the fence in his 108-
ball stay.

Dominant India rout
Bangladesh in first Test

India's Kuldeep Yadav poses for a photo with the “Man of the
Match “ trophy during the fifth day of the first cricket Test match
between Bangladesh and India at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong on December 18.

Croatia beats Morocco 2-1 to
take 3rd place at World Cup

Karachi, Dec 18:

Harry Brook made the
third hundred of his ex-
traordinary series as
England took a 50-run
first-innings lead as they
were bowled out for 304
runs on the second day of
their third and final Test
against Pakistan.
Nauman Ali and Abrar
Ahmed shared eight
wickets between them
but were made to toil on
a slow, dry pitch, bowling
64.4 out of the 81.4 overs
in England's innings.

Pakistan's openers,
Abdullah Shafique and
Shan Masood, had cut
the deficit to 29 runs by
the close, seeing out nine
overs of spin. On
Monday, they will look to
set England a challeng-
ing fourth-innings target
as they attempt to avoid
being whitewashed on
home soil for the first
time.

Brook reached three
figures in the afternoon
session with a back-foot
punch through the cov-
ers off Abrar, prompting
a standing ovation from

Karachi's National
Stadium and the

England balcony. He
added 117 in a vital sixth-

wicket stand with Ben
Foakes, who made a
watchful 64 in his first
innings of the tour.

Brook's afternoon had
started in calamity as he
ran out his captain, Ben
Stokes, in the second
over after lunch.

But Brook pressed on
unfazed, rifling a pull
through the leg side off
Abrar to get his innings
back up and running and
reaching a 73-ball half-
century with a top-edged
sweep. He found an able
partner in Foakes, who
overturned an early deci-
sion that went against
him and calmly rotated
the strike through the af-
ternoon session.

By the second drinks
break, Pakistan had gone
flat in the field and
Brook recognised he had
the opportunity to cash
in. He pumped Abrar
back over his head for a
straight six and looked at
ease against both spin-
ners, reaching a fluent
hundred off 133 balls by
standing tall and crunch-
ing Abrar through extra
cover.

Brook’s third hundred
gives England slender lead

Chattogram, Dec 18 (PTI):

India captain KL Rahul
admitted that his team was
made to really work hard
by Bangladesh to register a
comprehensive 188-run
win in the first Test of the
two-match series here on
Sunday.

Needing four
Bangladesh wickets on the
final day to take a 1-0 lead
in the series, Indian
wrapped up the match in-
side one hour in the morn-
ing session, bowling out
the hosts for 324 in 113.2
overs. This was after

Bangladesh offered dogged
resistance on the fourth
day morning session on
Saturday with Zakir Hasan
(100) hitting a patient cen-
tury, while Najmul Hossain
Shanto (67) scoring a fifty.

"Hard fought Test
match and we had to re-
ally work hard for this
win. Really happy we
did that," Rahul, who
registered his first Test
win as skipper, said at
the post-match presenta-

tion. "It (the pitch) did flat-
ten out, didn't worry us.
Looked like the batters
were batting comfortably.
Getting runs was hard for
the first three days. The
way their (Bangladesh)
openers batted, we had to
work hard." Rahul said
India wanted to turn
things around after losing
the ODI series 1-2 to
Bangladesh. "We've been
here for a while. The one-
day series, it didn't go as we
wanted. Our intensity was
really high. We know no
victory comes high." The
India skippper lauded his
batting unit, especially
Cheteshwar Pujara,
Shubman Gill, Shreyas
Iyer and Rishabh Pant for
their contributions in the
win.

We’re made to work hard
for this win, says Rahul

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI):

World champions
Australia might have
clinched the five-match T20
International series, but
India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Saturday counted on the
positives and said her side
put up a strong fight in the
contest.

India threatened to
chase down the stiff target
of 189 with late fireworks
from Harmanpreet and
youngster Richa Ghosh but
only to fall seven run short

in the end.
Australia took an unas-

sailable 3-1 lead heading
into the final match of the
series here on Tuesday. The
series is part of prepara-
tion for both the teams
going into the T20 World
Cup in South Africa in
February. "All the young
girls who got an opportuni-
ty to play against this
Aussie side will take away
the experience. We have
positives even though we
lost the series,"
Harmanpreet, who scored
a 30-ball 46, said at the post-
match presentation cere-
mony. After the skipper got
out, India needed 68 from
34 balls when Richa Ghosh
(40 not out; 19 balls) and
Deepti Sharma (12 not out;
8 balls) revived the chase.
They needed 20 runs from
the last over but the experi-
enced Megan Schutt held
her nerves to seal the win.

"We were in the game
throughout. Just one over
here and there could have
made a difference. If I was
there, things could have
changed but unfortunately
I got out, we still had faith
in Richa and Deepti."

Harmanpreet counts on
positives after losing

series to Australia

Valencia, Dec 18 (PTI):

India clinched the inau-
gural FIH Women's Nation's
Cup title with a 1-0 win over
Spain in the summit clash
here on Saturday. The win
sealed India's berth in the
2023-24 Pro League.

Gurjit Kaur scored the
all-important goal in the
sixth minute from the
penalty corner as the
Commonwealth Games
bronze medalists ended the
eight-nation tournament
with five wins on the trot.

The Janneke Schopman-
coached side had beaten
Ireland 2-1 via shootout in
the semifinals here on
Friday. India were ranked a
spot below Spain (seventh)
in the FIH chart. By virtue
of winning the Nations
Cup, the Indian team has
been promoted to the 2023-24
FIH Hockey Women's Pro
League, a key event ahead of
next year's Asian Games
and 2024 Paris Olympics.

It was Spain who first
earned an early penalty cor-
ner but Indian captain and
goalkeeper Savita Punia
made an excellent save.
India earned their first
penalty corner in the sixth
minute and converted it to
take the lead.

Drag-flicker Gurjit Kaur
sent the ball to the left side
of the Spanish goalkeeper
Clara Perez and managed to
beat her. India played bril-
liantly at the start of the
second quarter.
Lalremsiami earned a PC
for the team but this time
Gurjit could not manage to
beat the goalkeeper with
her drag-flick.

Spain soon regrouped
and made several raids on
the Indian circle before
earning a PC at the halfway
stage of the second quarter.
However, the home side
failed to find the back of the
net as Savita stood tall in
front of the goal. India were
1-0 up at the end of half
time. Spain began the sec-
ond half aggressively in
search of an equaliser and
Savita came off the lines to
make a fine save.

India got a chance to
score their second goal of
the match after they earned
a PC but the Spanish goal-
keeper was alert and dived
to the right of the goalpost

to keep her team in the
game. Spain controlled the
possession brilliantly and
showed excellent ball rota-
tion in India's half and it
nearly paid off when Lucia
Jimenez put the ball in the
back of the net.

However, the goal was dis-
allowed as the ball did not
travel five meters outside
India's circle after the um-
pire gave a free hit to Spain.
The final quarter saw excit-
ing action between both
teams. Spain pressed high
in search of their first goal
and earned a PC 10 minutes
before the full time whistle.

However, the Indian de-
fence stood firm and kept
the ball away from their net.
Salima Tete found herself
in a goal-scoring position in
the opposition half but she
failed to beat Clara Perez
with a tomahawk. Spain,
then, earned a PC late in the
quarter but Savita dived to
her right to make an excel-
lent save. Hockey India an-
nounced Rs 2 lakh for each
player and Rs 1 lakh for
each support staff for win-
ning the tournament.

India down Spain 1-0 to win FIH Women’s Nations Cup
̈ Seal 2023-24 

Pro League berth

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI):

Describing India as the "spiritual
home of world cricket", star
Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry
feels the WIPL, which is sched-
uled for March next year, will be
the next frontier for the
women's game. The Women's
IPL (WIPL) is tentatively sched-
uled for March 2023 and the
BCCI had recently floated the
tender to award the tourna-
ment's media rights for the
2023-2027 period. "The
(women's) IPL is going to be
amazing. Tremendously (excited
about it). Next frontier for the
women's game," Perry said after
starring for Australia in their
seven-run win over India in the
fourth women's T20
International here on Saturday.

India is spiritual
home of cricket,

WIPL next frontier
for women’s

game: Ellyse Perry

Brisbane, Dec 18 (AP):

Australia's bowlers
ripped through South
Africa's brittle batting line-
up for the second consecu-
tive day as the hosts
stormed to a six-wicket vic-
tory in the first Test in a
wild opening to the three-
Test series that saw 34

wickets fall inside two
days. On a green, grassy
pitch offering plenty of as-
sistance for bowlers, wick-
ets again tumbled at the
Gabba on Sunday as
Australia was bowled out
for 218 shortly before lunch
on the second day, to take a
66-run lead after the first
innings, before skittling

South Africa's batting line-
up again in the second in-
nings for 99.

Pat Cummins took five
wickets to lead the hosts'
attack, with Scott Boland
and Mitchell Starc claim-
ing two each, with the lat-
ter taking his 300th test
wicket just before lunch.

In keeping with the pat-
tern of the match,
Australia made heavy
work in chasing the mod-
est 34-runs needed for vic-
tory, losing four wickets be-
fore Marnus Labuschagne
and Cameron Green com-
pleted the job on the final
ball of the 8th over.

Kagiso Rabada (4-13)
took all four wickets to fall
in Australia's second in-
nings as the hosts top-
order stumbled, including
David Warner, who was
caught at slip for three
which will further the
speculation on his place in
the team heading into the
Boxing Day Test at
Melbourne.

Cummins, Head, Starc lead
Australia to win inside two days

Australia's Scott Boland (2nd L) celebrates with teammates after
taking the wicket of South Africa's Kyle Verreynne.

Raipur, Dec 18: 

It all started 37 years
back in 1985 when Shiv
Gwalani, a writer by pro-
fession from Raipur along
with his wife and friends
visited Kashmir in 1985
which was at that time a
true paradise on earth.

At Srinagar they met a
taxi driver Shafi
Mohammed Khan and
booked him for 10-12 days
to tour different places in
Kashmir. Accordingly
Shafi took all of them to
different attractive places
and within 8-9 days Shafi
was like a family member
to this party.

Shiv requested him to
take them to their family
and accordingly Shafi in-

vited all of them for a din-
ner at his place. When
Shiv and others reached
Safi’s village they were
surprised to find that the
whole village was waiting
to welcome them and after
spending whole night they
returned to Jammu next
day.

At the end when Shiv
asked Shafi for his
charges, latter refused to
take any money and con-

firmed that how can he
take money from his fami-
ly members. He did not
take money but promised
to keep the bond of friend-
ship.

Even after returning
back to Raipur, Shiv main-
tained his friendship with
Shafi and both remained
in contact through differ-
ent modes of communica-
tions. But after1988 situa-
tion deteriorated in

Kashmir and communica-
tion link broke between
these two friends.

Shafi’s family feel vic-
tim of this situation and
Shiv too was engrossed in
his family affairs. He was
not able to get any trace of
Shafi all these years.

Shiv was picked up by
intelligence department 

In 2016 Shiv met with an
accident and got admitted
in the hospital. While in

hospital he penned down a
book of his memories in
which he included the
story of Shafi too. In
September 2022 when
some people were visiting
Kashmir they asked Shiv
to accompany them and
latter immediately gave
his consent as he thought
to find his friend Shiv
there. On reaching
Kashmir Shiv visited all
those places where Shafi

took him in 1985 and asked
people about Shafi.
Intelligence Department
doubted Shiv’s activities
and took him to their cus-
tody. He was questioned
but later released when
they were satisfied with
his truth. As Shafi was as-
sociated with jewellery
business Shiv met Sharfa
Association members and
narrated them the entire
story. He was carrying his
book ‘Master of Nothings’
in which it was mentioned
about the story of
Kashmir. The association
was surprised but at the
same time happy. They
helped Shiv and within 2-3
hours Shafi could be
traced. They connected
with Shafi over phone but
he was bit frightened as to
who had come to meet
him. When he was con-
firmed that the person on
the other side was Shiv
Gwalani he immediately

took his bullet and came to
meet Shiv.

Story of friendship,
love and promise 

hit headlines
This story of Shiv and

Shafi which is a living ex-
ample of friendship, love
and promise hit the head-
lines of all the newspaper
published from the valley
and it also touched the
heart of former Chief
Minister of Kashmir and
MP Farooq Abdullah.

Former CM to reach
Raipur on Dec 22

MP Farooq Abdullah
was so moved with this
affair of Shiv and Shafi
that he met Shiv and on
latter’s invitation agreed
to visit Raipur. He is
reaching Raipur on
December 22 evening.
When asked, Abdullah
said he is coming to
Raipur to return the love
of people in
Chhattisgarh.

Shiv Gwalani with family members of Shafi Mohammed Khan Shiv Gwalani with former CM of Kashmir. 

̈ True story of
eternal love
and promise

A shepherd guides his sheep during a cold winter day on the outskirts of Srinagar, Sunday. 

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

There is no infighting
within the Himachal
Pradesh Congress and the
"conflict" was only for chief
ministership as there were
three-four claimants, newly
sworn-in CM Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has said,
adding if something were
wrong, there would have
been a "Rajasthan-like situ-
ation".

He asserted that no
Congress legislator in the
state would defect to the
BJP and the party's govern-
ment was committed to
work for the people and
would fulfil the promise of
restoring the old pension
scheme for government
employees in the first cabi-
net meeting.

In an exclusive interview
with PTI, Sukhu said, "We
have spoken to the finance
secretary. Under a strategy
we know from where we
have to generate money
and where we have to in-
vest. We have done the
work on introducing the

old pension scheme and we
will introduce it in the first
cabinet meeting."

Asked about the expan-
sion of his cabinet, he said
it will happen soon and de-
nied reports about some
MLAs lobbying for ministe-
rial berths. After the
Congress wrested power
from the BJP in the hill
state winning 40 of the 68
assembly seats, the party
picked Sukhu, 58, as its
chief minister over some
other claimants to the post,
including state party chief
Pratibha Singh and
Mukesh Agnihotri.

Sukhu, a four-time MLA
from Nadaun in Hamirpur
district and the son of a bus
driver, was sworn in as the
chief minister on
December 11. Agnihotri
took oath as the deputy
chief minister. The chief
minister dismissed reports
about infighting within the
Congress state unit, but ad-
mitted that there was jock-
eying for the post of CM.

"Conflict was for post, it's
not party conflict. Three-
four people were willing to
occupy the post of chief
minister. You can see till
now we have not done the
cabinet expansion. If some-

thing were wrong, a
Rajasthan-like situation
would have occurred," he
said.

The Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan led by
Ashok Gehlot faced a rebel-
lion by his then deputy and
state party president

Sachin Pilot and some
other MLAs in 2020.
Though the Congress man-
aged to defuse the situation
then, the two factions have
been at loggerheads ever
since. Sukhu targeted the
opposition BJP over re-
ports that some Congress

MLAs may join hands with
it. "No Congress member
will defect from the party,"
he asserted. He said the
people of the state voted
against malgovernance of
the BJP. He said the coun-
try is facing various issues
such as unemployment and
inflation but the BJP is try-
ing to divert people's atten-
tion from the core issue by
using various tactics in-
cluding making mockery of
Rahul Gandhi's speech.

He hailed the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra and said the foot
march aims to unite people
and remove hate that is
being spread in society in
the name of religion and
caste. Sukhu credited
Congress workers for the
victory of the party and
praised party leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra for
framing an effective cam-
paigning strategy.

The chief minister said
his government was com-
mitted to work for the wel-
fare of the people and
would fulfil the "10 guaran-
tees" made to the people in
the run-up to the November
12 assembly elections. The
poll results were an-
nounced on December 8.

‘No infighting within Himachal Cong’
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Goa Governor P.S. Sreedharan Pillai, Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, CDS Gen Anil Chauhan, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R.
Hari Kumar and other navy officials during the commissioning ceremony of INS
Mormugao at the naval dockyard in Mumbai, Sunday.

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

COLD WINTER MORNING

̈ ‘Conflict’ was
for CM post

Artist who recreates Kolkata streets
in vibrant colours on canvas

Kolkata, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Kolkata is perceived by
many as a polluted, cacoph-
onous and dull metropolis.
But, from his 2-BHK flat
here, artist Avanish
Trivedi brings out canvas-
es bearing a vibrant, radi-
ant and lively city, which,
according to him, is new
and old at the same time.

To Trivedi, whose ances-
tors came from Gujarat to
the second city' of the
British Empire around 150
years ago, Kolkata has
emotion and stories to tell
and it is those that he tries

to replicate in watercolour.
The works of the 37-year-
old artist feature idle rick-
shaw pullers in the back-
ground of walls with politi-

cal graffiti in a bylane,
busy roads full of people,
crows and trams, and the
Durga puja of Kolkata
which was accorded

UNESCO's intangible cul-
tural heritage of humanity.

"I did not get this vibe in
Delhi, Mumbai or
Varanasi. I tried, but some-
how, those cities never ap-
pealed to me as an artist.
The charm that Calcutta
has, the appeal that
Calcutta has it's like every
frame is ready to be paint-
ed," he told PTI. Trams
which probably exist now
in Kolkata only in entire
Asia - and hand-pulled
rickshaws are Trivedi's
favourite subjects on can-
vas as they take him back
to his childhood.

Noakhali (B’desh), Dec, 18 (PTI): 

Created to heal wounds
of pre-partition riots,
Gandhi Ashram at
Bangladesh's Noakhali still
works to carry forward
Mahatma Gandhi's mission
of peace, social harmony
and rural development, 75
years after it was set up.

Gandhi came to Jayag
here on 29th January, 1947
during his four month stay
at Noakhali from
November 1946 to February
1947, as part of a peace mis-
sion which toured some 47
villages and held prayer
meetings where members
of all communities were in-
vited, to heal the scars of

communal riots which
broke out in that densely
populated district in
October 1946.

The donation of land
and buildings by a rich
barrister Hemanta Kumar
Ghosh in Jayag village en-
abled the leader of India's
struggle for independence,
to set up an ashram trust
which exists till date and
carries out his work of
rural upliftment and build-
ing communal harmony.

"Since Bangladesh came
into being in 1971, this
trust is working with the
people by carrying for-
ward the ideology of com-
munal harmony and peace
and has considerable influ-

ence in greater Noakhali
comprising three districts
of Lakmipur, Feni and
Noakhali", Raha
Nabakumar, the Director
of the Gandhi Ashram
Trust (GAT) told PTI.

After the communal vio-
lence spread in
Bangladesh last year on
October 15 following van-
dalism at a Durga puja
pandal in Comilla district,
a group of people at
Ramganj Upajila
(Subdivision) at Noakhali
district attempted to attack
a Hindu temple which was
stopped by another group
from among the Muslims
of the area, who Raha said
were influenced by Gandhi

ashram's philosophy.
He claimed that since

1994, GAT was successful
in mitigating more than
27,000 cases of domestic vi-
olence and family disputes
through negotiations and
providing legal and finan-
cial support to many
women.

"Actually, people of the
area come to us for solu-
tions in cases of domestic
violence and family prob-
lems instead of going to po-
lice stations or courts and
we try to solve the prob-
lems in our ways," Raha
said adding, "The number
of divorce cases through
Talaq system has reduced
as a result."
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Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

Artist Avanish Trivedi with his works. 

Noakhali's Gandhi Ashram at 75

Still at work to bring peace, rural development

Exhibition tracing dance pioneer 
Astad Deboo’s life comes to close
Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI): 

A retrospective exhibit
on the life of the late
Contemporary Indian
dancer Astad Deboo was a
great success, says his sis-
ter Gulshan Deboo. Astad
Deboo's family, including
his other sister Kamal
Antia, nephew Xerxes
Antia, who runs 70 Event
Media Group, and his wife
Neha Mitra, came together
to celebrate the artiste's life
through the event.

Titled Breaking
Boundaries', the eight-day
exhibition began on
December 10, his second
death anniversary, and con-
cluded on December 17 at
the Ballard Estate-set cul-

tural centre IFBE here.
"The exhibition was very
well executed and dis-
played at the gallery. A big
thank you to everyone who
made the exhibition a suc-
cess. We got an overwhelm-
ing response from all those
who came to see the exhibi-
tion and saw the perform-
ances.

"It was a labour of love. It
is an emotional journey for
all of us starting from
Shanoo Bhatia and Gary
Grewal with whom he had
discussed the idea of hav-
ing an exhibition before he
passed away," Gulshan
Deboo told PTI. The pro-
gramme was conceived by
the design team at EuMo,
led by Bhatia and Grewal

and curated by Poulomi
Das. Xerxes Antia execut-
ed and installed the exhibi-
tion, which was co-edited
by Mitra. Astad Deboo,
renowned for marrying
Kathak and Kathakali into
a unique form, died at the
age of 73 on December 10,
2020 after a brief illness at
his home here.

He is noted for creating a
modern dance vocabulary
that was uniquely Indian.
Breaking Boundaries' cov-
ered the variety of dance
forms and narratives that
the Padma Shri awardee
embodied through his
work, as well as his associ-
ations and contributions to
contemporary creative
dance.

Gujarat MLAs
take oath

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  DDeecc  1188  ((PPTTII)):: The
newly-elected MLAs of the
Gujarat Legislative Assembly
will take oath on the first day
of the two-day session on
Monday, an official said.
Elections for the post of
Speaker and Deputy Speaker
will be held on Tuesday. 

Protem speaker and sen-
ior-most BJP MLA, Yogesh
Patel, will administer the
oath to the 182 MLAs in the
first session of the 15th
Legislative Assembly in the
state capital Gandhinagar on
Monday, secretary of Gujarat
Assembly, DM Patel told PTI
on Sunday.

On the second day of the
two-day session on Tuesday,
the new members will meet
to elect the Speaker, he said.
As per an official notification
issued by the Assembly
Secretariat, elections for the
posts of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker will be held in the
first half on Tuesday and
other businesses will be
taken up in the second half. 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party, which won the seventh
consecutive term in the state
with a record mandate in re-
cent elections, has declared
Shankar Chaudhary and
Jethabhai Bharwad as candi-
dates for the posts of
Speaker and Deputy Speaker,
respectively.

Telangana Congress
infighting intensifies
HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  DDeecc  1177  ((PPTTII))::  The
intra-party wrangling in
Telangana Congress appears to
have intensified with as many as
13 PCC members submitting
their resignations on Sunday,
protesting the remarks of some
senior leaders that those who
"migrated" to Congress from
other parties got prominence.
The 13 members include, sitting
Congress MLA Danasari Anasuya
(Seethakka) and former legisla-
tor Vem Narendar Reddy. Former
deputy chief minister in undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh Damodar
Rajanarasimha on Saturday, in an
apparent reference to some of
the former TDP leaders who
joined the Congress, sought to
know what message would it give
to "original Congress activists" if
those who "migrated" to the
Congress from other parties got
prominence.

Friendship bond reunites friends after 37 years



New DGP
PPaattnnaa:: The Bihar govern-
ment on Sunday appoint-
ed senior Indian Police
Service officer R S Bhatti
as the new Director
General of Police (DGP) of
the state. "Rajwinder
Singh Bhatti, a 1990-
batch IPS officer of Bihar
cadre, is appointed as
DGP of Bihar till further
orders", the notification
issued by the state Home
Department said.

Ill 
JJaaiippuurr:: Twelve girl stu-
dents of a residential
school in Rajasthan's
Sirohi district were taken
ill after consuming con-
taminated khichdi, offi-
cials said on Sunday. The
incident occurred in
Devnarayan Residential
School on Saturday
evening, they said.

Gang-raped 
PPaallgghhaarr:: A teenage girl
was allegedly raped by
eight men at a village in
Palghar district of
Maharashtra, following
which the police have
arrested all the accused,
an official said on Sunday.
The incident occurred dur-
ing the intervening night
of Friday and Saturday, in
which the accused raped
the girl at an unoccupied
bungalow in their beach
village before taking her
to the seashore, where
they again sexually
assaulted her, he said.

Mishap
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three children
were injured after they were
hit by a car near a school in
north Delhi's Gulabi Bagh
area on Sunday, police said.
The incident took place
around 9 am, they said,
adding that the driver has
been arrested. Gajender
(30), a resident of Pratap
Nagar, lost control over his
vehicle near the Lilawati
school, police said. The car
hit the children who were
standing on a footpath,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (north) Sagar Singh
Kalsi said.

Inaugurated 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Union Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya on Sunday
inaugurated the
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission (ABDM) services
at AIIMS Bibinagar near
here and said the new
facilities will help in
enhancing patient care
and strengthening overall
digital health ecosystem
for the benefit of the peo-
ple of Telangana.

Arrested
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: At least nine
suspected Rohingyas from
Bangladesh were appre-
hended from Tripura for
illegally entering India,
Northeast Frontier Railway
said on Sunday. The nine
people, including five
women, were apprehended
during a special checking
at Agartala railway station,
NFR Chief Public Relations
Officer Sabyasachi De said
in a statement.
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Eminent film director Sudhir
Mishra delivers Satyajit Ray

Memorial lecture during ongoing
28th Kolkata International Film

Festival in Kolkata, Sunday. 
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Agartala, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
launched a slew of devel-
opment projects in poll-
bound Tripura, asserting
that the "double-engine
government" is working
hard so that people of the
northeastern state are
benefitted.

Addressing a public
rally in the Vivekananda
Ground here, he said that
the focus of the govern-
ment is on all-round devel-
opment of Tripura and the
projects launched will give
a fillip to the state's growth
trajectory.

"Over 2 lakh poor fami-
lies are getting their own
homes today and the ma-
jority of them are mothers
and sisters of Tripura," he
said.

From the rally ground,
the Prime Minister
launched the "Grih
Pravesh" programme for
more than two lakh benefi-

ciaries under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana -
Urban and Rural -
schemes.

"Cleanliness became a
mass movement in the last
five years and, as a result,
Tripura emerged as the
cleanest among small
states of the country,"
Modi said.

Tripura bagged the top

rank among states among
the states having less than
100 local bodies in a survey
conducted by the central
government.

The majority of benefi-
ciaries of welfare schemes
are women from Tripura,
the Prime Minister said.

Through the PM Matru
Vandana Yojana, every lac-
tating mother is getting

money in their bank ac-
counts, he said adding that
institutional delivery is
being done so that the
mother, as well as the
child, is healthy.

The PM said that thou-
sands of crores of rupees
are being spent on connec-
tivity and infrastructure
projects in Tripura.

Tripura is emerging as
the new gateway of trade
in the North-East, which
would be connected with
Thailand, Myanmar and
other countries, he said.

"Double engine govern-
ment is working hard for
the betterment of the peo-
ple of Tripura," Modi said.

The Prime Minister
apologised to the assem-
bled people as he landed
here around two hours
late from Meghalaya capi-
tal Shillong.

He went there to attend
programmes on the occa-
sion of the golden jubilee
of the North Eastern
Council.

Sahibganj, Dec 18 (PTI): 

A man was on Sunday ar-
rested here after his wife
was found chopped into
pieces, with body parts
dumped in different areas
of the district, a police offi-
cer said on Sunday.

The case, similar to the
Shraddha Walkar murder
in Delhi, has left the locals
in shock, he said. The vic-
tim, a 22-year-old woman,
was the second wife of 28-
year-old Dildar Ansari, the
officer said. Local residents
spotted the victim's body
parts, which were being
dragged by dogs, in Boria
area of the district, and the
police were subsequently
informed about the matter.

Sahibganj  Superinten-

dent of Police, Anuranjan
Kispotta, said 18 pieces of
her body could be recov-
ered so far.

"The accused committed
the crime with family
members, who were yet to
be arrested," the SP said.

Earlier, Jagannath Pan,
the officer-in-charge of
Borio Police Station, told
PTI, "On inspection, it was
found that the parts were of
a 22-year-old woman, a resi-
dent of Donda Pahar in
Boria area. Locals were left
aghast at the incident."

Sub-Divisional Police
Officer (Sahibganj)
Rajendra Kumar Dubey
said some of the body parts
of the victim were found in
an abandoned house in the
district.

Ratlam (MP), Dec 18 (PTI): 

A 30-year-old woman
was tied using ropes,
thrashed with sticks, and
paraded in public for al-
legedly leaving her hus-
band for another man in a
village in Madhya
Pradesh's Ratlam district,
police said on Sunday.

Following the incident
on Saturday, the woman
was admitted to a hospital
and undergoing treat-
ment, an official said.

Police officer
Shivmangal Singh Sengar
said the woman had left
the home of her husband
and started living with an-

other man sometime back.
She was persuaded by

family members and vil-
lagers to return to her hus-
band but she was not will-
ing, he said. After she left
the village with another
man, her husband and his
family members too shift-
ed, the police officer said.

"However, after her hus-
band and his family mem-
bers left the village, the
woman returned and
started living in their va-
cant home," he said,
adding this angered vil-
lagers who called her hus-
band on Saturday. He and
seven other men allegedly
tied the woman with ropes
and thrashed her with
sticks and also paraded
her in the village.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI) :

A 52-year-old man suffer-
ing from an acute liver ail-
ment received a new lease of
life after undergoing plasma
exchange at a hospital here,
doctors said on Sunday.

The patient was admitted
after experiencing symp-
toms of jaundice for two
weeks, followed by altered
consciousness. He had fur-
ther developed ascites (ac-
cumulation of fluid in the
abdomen) and decreased
urine output (acute kidney
injury), the Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital (SGRH) said in a
statement. "On further in-
vestigations, he was detect-

ed hepatitis B virus posi-
tive, and a diagnosis of
acute-on-chronic liver fail-
ure (ACLF) secondary to
hepatitis B virus reactiva-
tion was made," it said.

Dialysis was considered
and the patient was given
the option of liver trans-
plant as his parameters in-
dicated a 50 per cent chance
of survival for a month, it
added.

Dr Piyush Ranjan, senior
consultant, Department of
Gastroenterology at the
SGRH, said, "As there was
no donor in the family, we
offered an unusual option of
plasma exchange (PLEX).
We did a total of five ses-
sions of PLEX for him.
After the second session, his

jaundice started improving,
his consciousness improved
and renal functions also
started improving."

"He was continued on
other medical therapy of
which the most important is
anti-viral therapy. Patient
was discharged after 20 days
of hospitalisation in a sta-
ble condition and (after) one
month of follow up, his as-
cites (water in stomach)
completely resolved and
jaundice had normalised,"
the doctor said.

Plasmapheresis is in-
creasingly being used as a
bridge for liver transplant
and in many cases, a large
proportion of these patients
may recover by controlling
other factors, doctors said.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Over 3,100 new govern-
ment services will be added
for online delivery during
the five-day good gover-
nance week that begins
from Monday, a statement
issued by the Personnel
Ministry on Sunday said.

A host of good gover-
nance activities have been
planned during the nation-
wide campaign based on the
theme 'Prashasan Gaon Ki
Ore' (governance towards
village). As many as 3,120

new services identified by
district collectors across the
country will be added for
online service delivery dur-
ing the five-day 'Prashasan
Gaon ki Ore' campaign to be
inaugurated by Union
Minister for Personnel,
Public Grievances and
Pensions Jitendra Singh on
Monday at Vigyan Bhawan
here, the statement said.

The good governance
week, or Sushasan Saptah,
will witness the nation's
grievance redressal plat-
forms functioning in unison
-- grievances received on
Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (CP-

GRAMS) will be redressed
along with grievances re-
ceived on state portals, it
said. This is the second time
in Amrit Kaal' period that
the government of India will
be conducting a national
campaign at tehsil-level to
address public grievances
and improving service deliv-
ery, the statement said.
Prashasan Gaon ki Ore cam-
paign will create a national
movement for good gover-
nance that will inspire fu-
ture generations, it added.

During the preparatory
phase of the good gover-
nance week 2022 held from
December 10-18, 2022, dis-
trict collectors have also

identified 81,27,944 applica-
tions for service delivery to
be disposed, along with
19,48,122 public grievances
to be redressed in state
grievance portals, the state-
ment said. Secretary,
Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances (DARPG),
V Srinivas said 373 best good
governance practices have
been identified for discus-
sion in district-level work-
shops on December 23. He
said 43 success stories in
public grievances will also
be shared during the good
governance week-2022
(Sushasan Saptah) from
December 19-25.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

How does it feel to know
that your body does not be-
long to you? Trapped, suf-
focating, frustrating!

This is how 25-year-old
Nnyra, a trans woman, felt
for almost 24 years till she
underwent a gender affir-
mation surgery that
helped her get a body she
could identify with.

Born as a male, Nnyra
was identified with gender
incongruence, in which a
person is in constant con-
flict with the sex he or she
is born in.

In gender incongruence,
one fails to identify with
the gender assigned to

them during birth. These
individuals are at conflict
with their parents, sib-
lings, peers and the society
at large, resulting in mi-
nority stress and discrimi-
nation, which lead to se-
vere distress.

"The condition has a def-
inite neurologic, genetic
and hormonal basis," Dr
Richie Gupta, director and
HoD, Plastic, Aesthetic,
Reconstructive Surgery
and Gender Affirmation
Clinic at the Fortis
Hospital in Shalimar Bagh
here, told PTI.

Despite not getting sup-
port from the family mem-
bers and facing societal
stigma, Nnyra underwent

the gender affirmation
surgery to become a fe-
male both in mind and
body.

She was put on feminis-
ing hormone therapy in
2020 and underwent
vaginoplasty, a procedure
by which her vagina was
constructed, in June.

She then underwent a
breast augmentation sur-
gery in August.

"I felt suffocated in a
male body. Some morn-
ings, I would wake up and
feel like scratching my
skin off and just get rid of
the man's body. My parents
never understood what I
was going through," she
recalled.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has said
police officers are not
required to do moral policing
and ask for physical favour
or material goods as it
upheld the order of the dis-
ciplinary authority for the
removal of a CISF constable
from service.
A bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and J K Maheshwari
set aside the verdict of the
Gujarat High Court of
December 16, 2014, by
which it had allowed the
plea of CISF constable
Santosh Kumar Pandey and
directed his reinstatement in
service with 50 per cent
back wages from the date of
his removal. Pandey, who
was working as a constable

with the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), was
posted at the Greenbelt Area
of the IPCL Township,
Vadodara, Gujarat, where he
was charge-sheeted vide
memorandum dated October
28, 2001 on allegations of
misconduct.
According to the charge
sheet, Pandey, on the inter-
vening night of October 26
and October 27, 2001, when
he was posted as a constable
on night duty at the
Greenbelt Area of the IPCL
Township, Vadodara, Gujarat
at about 1 am, one Mahesh B.
Chaudhry and his fiancee had
passed through the area on
motorcycle and had stopped
in the corner, which is when
Pandey had come forward
and had questioned them.

‘Govt’s focus is on
Tripura’s all-round devp’

PM Modi being presented a memento by Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha during a public rally, in Agartala, Sunday.

REMARKABLE FEAT

Sargam Koushal wins Mrs World 2022

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Sargam Koushal was
named Mrs World 2022,
besting contestants from
63 countries to bring the
title back to India after 21
years.

Mrs World 2021
Shaylyn Ford of the US
presented the crown
to Mumbai-based
Koushal at a cere-
mony held at
Westgate Las
Vegas Resort &
Casino on Saturday
evening.

Mrs Polynesia was
named the first runner-
up, followed by Mrs
Canada as the second
runner-up.

The Mrs India pageant
announced the winner on
its official Instagram
page on Sunday.

"The long wait is over,
it's after 21 years we have
the CROWN back!" read

the post.
"We've got the crown

back after 21-22 years. I'm
so excited. Love you
India, love you world,"
the newly crowned Mrs
World, who hails from

Jammu and Kashmir,
said in a video following
the ceremony.

Aditi Govitrikar, the
actor-model who brought
the Mrs India crown to
India in 2001, also shared
a congratulatory mes-
sage on the unverified
page of the Mrs World
pageant.

Tagging Koushal,
Govitrikar wrote:
"Heartiest congratula-
tions @sargam3

@mrsindiainc so
happy to have been
part of the jour-
ney.. it was time
the crown came
back after 21

years."
For the final round,

Koushal wore a pink cen-
tre slit glittery gown de-
signed by Bhawna Rao
and was mentored for the
runway by pageant ex-
pert and model Alesia
Raut.

Mrs World is the first
beauty pageant for mar-
ried women, launched in
1984.

̈ Crown back in India
after 21 years

HORRIFYING TRUTH INHUMAN ACT

J’khand woman’s chopped
body found, husband held

MEDICAL ADVANCEMENT

Man with acute liver ailment
undergoes plasma exchange
̈ At Delhi hospital

Woman tied with ropes,
thrashed in public view
̈ For leaving hubby

for another man

CAT SHOW

Cats on display at the 36th Championship Cat Show, in Bhopal, Sunday. 

GOVERNANCE TOWARDS VILLAGE

Over 3,100 services to be added for online delivery
̈ During good 

governance week

Police officers will not
do moral policing: SC

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The Union Health Ministry has
held a meeting with domestic
and international pharmaceuti-
cal companies for the introduc-
tion of human papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccine against cervical
cancer among children in the
national immunisation pro-
gramme next year, official
sources said.
Representatives of the Pune-
based Serum Institute of India
and American multinational
pharmaceutical company
Merck were present in the
meeting held on Thursday and
deliberated on their manufac-
turing capacity as well as pric-
ing of their vaccines, they said.
"The ministry is likely to float
a global tender in early 2023
for 16.02 crore doses of HPV
vaccine which will be supplied

by 2026. Global vaccine manu-
facturer Merck is likely to par-
ticipate in the tender apart
from domestic manufacturer
Serum Institute of India," one
of the official sources stated.
In July 2022, India's drug regu-
lator granted market authori-
sation to the Serum Institute's
indigenously developed HPV
vaccine. However, the vaccine
has not been launched yet.
Recently, on the sidelines of
the South Asia Meeting on
HPV Prevention and Control
Landscape and the Way
Forward, Serum Institute
Director Prakash Kumar Singh
confirmed that their HPV vac-
cine with brand name CER-
VAVAC will be launched in the
first quarter of 2023 at an
affordable price compared to
international HPV vaccines
available in India.

Centre to introduce HPV vaccine
in immunisation prog

FIGHTING SOCIETAL NORMS

People coming forward to undergo
gender affirmation surgeries SRGI conducts two day international conference

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) conducted a two-
day international conference on
"Innovation and Challenges in
Nanoscience and Nanotechnology" on
December 15-16, 2022, sponsored by
the Indian National Science Academy
(INSA), New Delhi, and the
Chhattisgarh Council of Science and
Technology (CCOST), Raipur.

The conference was graced by Chief
Guest Dr MK Verma, Vice Chancellor
CSVTU, and Guest of Honour Dr Alok
Shrivastav, Deputy Director, UR Rao
Satellite Center (URSC), Bangalore,
Karnataka. It commenced with the cen-
trally organised inauguration ceremo-
ny, followed by individual forums car-
ried out in parallel within the colleges
under the aegis of the SRGI group: the
Rungta Institute of Pharmaceutical
Sciences, the Rungta College of
Science and Technology, and the RSR

Rungta College of Engineering and
Technology. The lucid scientific ses-
sions on the first day of the conference
were delivered by prominent personali-
ties in academia, including Dr Samuel
Goodwin, CEO. 

Functionless Machine Learning,
USA; Swati Adhikarla, Product &
Business Strategy Manager,
Functionless Machine Learning, USA; Dr
Sanyog Jain, Professor and Head,
National Institute of Pharmaceutical
Education and Research, Punjab, India;
Dr Vikas Dubey, Associate Professor,
Govt Science College, Tilda CG; Dr NK
Swamy, Dean Academics, ISBM
University, Gariayband CG; Dr Vikas
Dubey, Bhilai Institute of Technology,
Raipur and Dr Ashish Asatkar, Assistant
Professor, Govt Science College, Tilda,
Chhattisgarh. 

The second day of the international
conference was held on December 16,
2022. The illuminating scientific ses-
sions were rendered by Dr Gaurav

Pathak, Manager, Regulatory Affairs &
Compliance, H&H Healthcare &
Cosmetics Pvt Ltd, Pithampur, MP; Dr
Marta Michalska-Domanska, Senior
Professor, Institute of Optoelectronics,
Military University of Technology
Warsaw, Poland; Dr RN Patel, University
of Technical Department, CSVTU,
Bhilai; Dr Arunendra Tiwari, Assistant
Professor, Govt Arts Science &
Commerce College, Jamgaon, CG; and
Dr Sushant Singh, Associate Professor,
AMITY University, Raipur, Chhattisgarh.
The two-day conference was also
graced by the presence of Rajendra

Surana, Director, Devlila Biotech,
Raipur; Dr Rajmani Patel, Dy Registrar,
Hemchand Yadav University, Durg; and
Dr Vishal Khare, Dept of Energy; CG
Biofuel Development Authority, Raipur;
Dr Padmavati Shrivastava, Associate
Professor in the Department of CSE and
Dean (Academics), Bhilai Institute of
Technology, Raipur; Dr Devesh
Shrivastava, Associate Professor,
Mechanical Engineering, Bhilai Institute
of Technology, Durg and Dr RH Gajghat,
Professor, Dept of Mechanical
Engineering, CCET.

The colloquium was attended by

more than 500 people, including inter-
national and national delegates, re-
search scholars, scientists, professors,
and students from different colleges in
India and abroad. More than 474 regis-
trations were accepted for e-posters
and posters and oral presentations. 

The international conference (ICNN
2022) flourishingly concluded with the
motivation of Dr T Rama Rao, Director
(Academics), SRGI; Mohd Shajid
Ansari, Asst Director, SRGI; Dr Rajesh
Kumar Nema Principal, RIPS; Dr Tripti
Agrawal Jain, Principal, RCST; Dr
Anurag Sharma, Principal, RSR RCET;
Harish Sharma, Vice Principal, RIPSR;
Rita Gupta Vice Principal, RCST;
Gyanesh Sahu, Associate Professor,
RIPSR. The dignitaries of the institu-
tion, Sanjay Rungta, Chairman SRGI,
and Dr Saket Rungta, Director SRGI,
graced the research convention with
blessings and congratulations on the
successful organisation of the interna-
tional conference.

NAAC Team visits St Thomas
College for assessment 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: A three-member
peer team appointed by the
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC),
Bangalore visited St Thomas
College Bhilai on December
15&16, 2022 as the College went
in for its fourth cycle of accredita-
tion. The team comprised of for-
mer Vice-Chancellor, University
of Mumbai Prof Dr Suhas
Pednekar as the chairperson,
Professor Dr Pramod Kumar from
Agra as (NAAC Member
Coordinator) and Prof Dr Pargat
Singh Garcha from Ludhiana as
(NAAC Member). 

Principal of the College Dr MG
Roymon gave a PowerPoint pres-
entation about the College's cur-
rent status and its recent develop-
ments in terms of infrastructure
expansion and steps being taken
to implement New National
Education Policy in the forthcom-
ing session. Dr Debjani
Mukherjee, IQAC Coordinator,
also delivered a PowerPoint pres-
entation on the role of College
IQAC for ensuring quality initia-
tives and its sustenance in the col-
lege for evolving, enhancing and
sustaining excellence in its aca-
demic and administrative prac-
tices. 

NAAC Peer Team also interact-
ed with HoDs of all Teaching
Departments of the College. They
also met with the Stakeholders of
the college, ie, Parents, Students,
Alumni and University
Representatives. The Team as-
sessed the infrastructure of the
College, visited various
Departments and Laboratories

and interacted with the Teaching
and Non-Teaching Staff. Along
with Academic Studies, NCC,
NSS, Women's Safety Unit, Eco
Club, Kala Pratibha, Training
Placement, MoU, Sports and
Chhattisgarh Darshan were also
displayed by the College through
the Stall in the evening session,
the performance of a mesmeriz-
ing Cultural Program by the stu-
dents of the College enthralled
everyone. Dr Pargat Singh Garcha
lauded the Students of the college
for their spectacular performance
and their throughout interaction
and involvement during the in-
spection. 

On the second day, the NAAC
team took Stock of Institutional
Values, Best Practices; The
Library, Girls Hostel, Sports
Complex, Gymnasium, Solar
Panels, Fruit Garden, Canteen,
Rain Water Harvesting Stations
and Office were formally inspect-
ed by the Evaluation Committee.
The visits were followed by an in-
teraction with the IQAC members
and conveners of different college
committees. The two-day visit
concluded with an Exit Meeting in
which the NAAC Peer Team was
formally welcomed by the
Principal. The NAAC Chairperson

Prof Dr Suhas Pednekar gave
valuable suggestions for further
Qualitative Development of the
Institution. Dr Pednekar pointed
out the various areas where the
college can improve and urged all
the stakeholders to continue to
give their best. The chairperson
later handed over the peer team
report to the principal. Dr Aruna
Palta, Vice-Chancellor of
Hemchand Yadav University, Durg
was especially present during this
two-day inspection process. His
grace Manager Bishop Alexious
Mar Eusebius, Administrator of
the College Rev Fr Dr Joshi
Varghese, Rev Father Dr Kurian
John, Treasurer Rev Fr Aju
KVarghese and Principal Dr MG
Roymon thanked the Peer Team
for their entire exercise, he fur-
ther thanked the Teaching and
Non-teaching staff, all the
Students, and Stakeholders for
their active support in the entire
process of accreditation At the
end of the program IQAC
Convener Dr Debjani Mukherjee
thanked for the suggestions given
by the evaluation committee and
assured to implement those sug-
gestions soon. The program was
coordinated by NAAC Convener
Dr James Mathew.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: Football lovers of
Bhilai-Durg and nearby areas are
in for a treat as the year draws to
a close and the new year begins.
Out of the 50 teams from 36
states that would be participating
in the prestigious HERO Under-17
Youth Cup 2022-23, five teams
representing Chhattisgarh,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Bihar and
Madhya Pradesh would play each
other twice at football ground in
Pant Stadium, Sector 1. 

Bhilai has been chosen as one
of the 10 venues where the
matches would be played firstly
because of its excellent sports in-
frastructure and secondly be-

cause Bhilai Steel Plant is the
sponsor for RK Mission team that
is playing as one of the partici-
pating teams representing
Chhattisgarh. Beginning
December 29, '22 and ending
January 06, 2023, ten matches
would be held at Pant Stadium
Football Ground on alternate
days, with two matches to be
played on each day.  

The tournament matches in
Bhilai that would be played on
Round Robin League basis is
being sponsored by All India
Football Federation, Chhattisgarh
Football Association and Bhilai
Steel Plant. Pant Stadium was
chosen as the venue since the
stadium is well-equipped with all

the necessary facilities including
well-maintained football ground,
dressing room for 30 persons,
rooms for match officials and ref-
erees etc. The four teams that

would play in Bhilai include the
state school champion team
from RK Mission, Narayanpur
that is representing
Chhattisgarh, Mutthut Football
Academy representing Kerala,
Chennai Football Club, Premier
Sporting Academy representing
Bihar and Diamond Rock Football
Academy representing Madhya
Pradesh. 

The football teams of RK
Mission, Narayanpur are spon-
sored by SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.
RK Mission with whom SAIL-BSP
has partnered in many CSR activi-
ties in Rowghat region of Bastar,
including jointly organising Khel
Mela at Narayanpur every year
for schoolchildren in the tribal

belt, has been encouraging tribal
youth to take up football. Besides
sponsoring the RK Mission foot-
ball teams, SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
extends financial support and
provides kits etc to the players. 

While both the Under 17 and
Under 14 teams of RK Mission
are the current state school
champions, the Sr Men's Team
from RK Mission that had won
the Sr Men's State League,
Chhattisgarh last year, would be
playing in the AIFF
Championship next year. By
virtue of being state champions,
the Under 17 and Under 14
teams of RK Mission teams had
participated in prestigious
Subroto Cup last year.

Devendra attends Ghasidas
Jayanti celebrations

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: Baba
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti
was celebrated with pomp
across the city. MLA
Devendra Yadav was pres-
ent as the chief guest at
Kusht Basti in Khursipar.
MLA Devendra Yadav
worshiped Jaitkham and
offered prayers at the por-
trait of Baba Guru
Ghasidas.

Devendra Yadav said
that Baba Guru Ghasidas
ji showed the path of
treating every one as
equal and took the initia-
tive to eradicate caste dis-
crimination.

The people of Satnami
Samaj Khursipar cele-
brated Baba Gurughasdas
Jayanti with pomp near
Jaitkham located near
Baba Balak Nath Temple.
MLA Devendra Yadav

was the chief guest of this
programme also. The peo-
ple of the Samaj ex-
pressed gratitude to the
MLA Devendra Yadav for
community building.

The birth anniversary
of Baba Guru Ghasidas
was also celebrated in
Ward 46 Mini Mata Nagar.
Councillors Jagdish,
Koteshwar Rao, Janardan
Pal and others were 
present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: On
Sunday, the Prakash Parv
of Shri Guru Gobind
Singh Ji Maharaj was cele-
brated in a grand manner.
Nagar Kirtan was taken
out from Gurudwara
Nanaksar, Nehru Nagar
which moved across vari-
ous localities. The Nagar
Kirtan was accorded rous-
ing welcome at various
spots amidst showers of
flower petals.

The procession began
from Gurudwara

Nanaksar situated at
Nehru Nagar and moved
across Kosa Nullah Toll
Plaza, Supela Square,

Chandra Mourya Square,
Railway Over Bridge,
Sector 1, Sector 2 and con-
cluded at Sector 6

Gurudwara. Panj Pyaras
led the procession which
was participated by hun-
dreds of devotees. The
devotees swept the entire
route of the procession.

People of different com-
munities also welcomed
the Nagar Kirtan at vari-
ous spots. Political leaders
also welcomed the proces-
sion at different places.
Stalls were set up at differ-
ent places on the route to
distribute cold drinks and
Prasad. Langar was
served at Sector 6
Gurudwara.

New HT cables for 
Sec-9 hospital emergency

supply charged
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: New HT
cables have been laid &
successfully charged to en-
sure emergency power
supply for JLN hospital.
There is an arrangement
for extending PP-2 supply
to SAIL-BSP's JLN hospi-
tal to take care of hospital
emergency loads in case of
grid failure.

Due to obsolete and fault
prone paper insulated HT
supply cables from TSS-2
to TDS-2 and the inaccessi-
bility of the underground
cable route at various loca-
tions along Utai Road, fault
finding and repair of the
cables had become very
difficult and time consum-
ing, severely affecting the
reliability of hospital
emergency supply.

To strengthen the feeder
and ensure reliability of
emergency supply to hos-
pital, around 6.6 kms of
obsolete and fault prone
paper insulated HT cables
from TSS-2 to TDS-2 has
been successfully replaced

with new XLPE cables
through an alternate and
safer cable route by Power
Systems Department
(PSD).

The new cables were
successfully charged on
December 02, 2022 from
TSS-2 in presence of PK
Sarkar CGM I/c (Services),
Asit Saha CGM I/c (M&U)
and SV Nandanwar CGM
(TSD&CSR). Senior offi-
cers from PSD, ETL,

CRME and TEED were
also present on the occa-
sion.

The job was successfully
and safely executed by PSD
team led by Ravindra
Kumar GM (PSD). Other
members of the PSD team;
Messrs V Anil, Ankit
Gupta, Lakshman Rao, BK
Baghel, Kumbhlal, Anand
Rajwar and Vikash Kumar
were also present on the
occasion.

Baba Guru Ghasidas Ji taught 
us the art of living, says CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 18: Baba Guru
Ghasidas Ji taught us the
art of living life. His teach-
ings are the biggest gift for
humans which is showing
the righteous path, said
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing a
program organized by
Satnam Samaj in Kumhari.

The Chief Minister said
that we celebrate the birth
anniversary of Guru
Ghasidas ji with enthusi-
asm every year. Great men
are born in different times

to show a correct path to so-
ciety. Guru Ghasidas ji did
severe penance and pro-
claimed that Truth is God.

Guru ji gave the message
of Makhe Mankhe Ek
Samaan. The specialty of
his message was that every-
one could understand it
easily. Peace comes only by
following the path of truth.

The Chief Minister said
that they have worked for
all sections of the society.
Citing the example of
Kumhari Gauthan, he said
that livelihood activities
are being done in an appre-

ciable manner.
The government is pro-

moting English education
through Swami Atmanand
School. Along with
English, Chhattisgarhi and
Sanskrit are also being
taught. Baba ji's messages
are in Chhattisgarhi and
we should preserve them.
To preserve his teachings,
Chhattisgarhi language is
being taught in the schools.

The Chief Minister said
that they have made a plan
of Rs 1000 crore for the ren-
ovation of all government
buildings. An arrangement

of Rs 1200 crore has been
made for the upgradation
of ITIs and adding trades
according to modern de-
mand. The Chief Minister
said that this year so far 58
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been purchased
and payment has been
made. The government is
also working for the land-
less farmers.

Baghel said that the
devotees visiting Amar
Tapu for darshan will expe-
rience very nice arrange-
ments for stay. An an-
nouncement has been

made in this regard. The
Chief Minister also an-
nounced for construction of
an additional room and
stage in the building of
Satnami Samaj at
Kumhari. Along with this,
gym material was also pro-
vided on the demand of the
citizens. The Chief
Minister also honored the
talented children of
SAGES.

In his address, Urban
Administration Minister
Shiv Dahriya said that the
Samaj must follow the path
of Baba Guru Ghasidas ji.
In Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is making efforts to ensure
development and progress
of all sections of society.
His Chhattisgarh model is
being appreciated all over
the country.

District Cooperative
Central Bank President
Rajendra Sahu, Kumhari
Municipal Council
President Rajeshwar
Sonkar and office bearers
of the society were present.
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Baghel attends Guru Baba Ghasidas Jayanti celebrations in Kumhari

Nagar Kirtan taken out on Prakash
Parv of Guru Gobind Singh

Two killed, one
injured in separate

road mishaps 
BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1188:: Two persons were
killed and a youth was fatally injured
in two different road mishaps which
occurred near Charoda Bus Stand
on National Highway on Sunday
morning. Two of the victims are yet
to be identified. Both the cases can
be categorised as Hit and Run. Old
Bhilai Police have registered of-
fences against the unknown drivers
and investigations are on. According
to information, the first incident oc-
curred around 09:00 hrs. A biker was
crushed to death by a speeding
heavy vehicle. The deceased was
identified as Thakur Prasad Sahu a
resident of village Uraidabri, PS
Thelakadeeh, Rajnandgaon. He was
moving towards Raipur on his bike
bearing registration number CG08-
M-6876 when the incident occurred.
Police team reached the spot and
the injured was taken to the Supela
Hospital where he was pronounced
brought dead. The second incident
occurred after a few hours on the
same spot on the other land. Two
bike borne youths rammed into the
rear end of a truck. They were trav-
elling on a bike bearing registration
number CG07-BP-2594 from Raipur
to Durg. Both the injured were taken
to Supela Hospital where one of
them was declared brought dead.
The second one was fatally injured
and has been admitted to District
Hospital.

HERO Under-17 Youth Cup football 
matches to be played in Pant Stadium



‘Amid ED probe, prepared for more such
moves from Centre as polls approach’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18 (PTI):
Amid the probe by
E n f o r c e m e n t
Directorate in the al-
leged coal levy scam
and the arrest of a few
bureaucrats and busi-
nessmen, Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Sunday
called the action
“vendetta politics” and
said he was prepared for
more such moves by the
Centre.

He also slammed the
Bharatiya Janata Party-
led Union government
for not releasing funds
to Chhattisgarh, adding
he would not keep silent
over such injustice to
his state.

In an interview to
PTI, Baghel, who com-
pleted four years in of-
fice on December 17,
said the schemes of his
government were aimed
at strengthening the
rural economy and cre-
ating self employment
but admitted there were
several poll promises
which are yet to be ful-
filled. “We welcome ac-
tion against corruption.
But if the action is polit-
ically motivated then it
is wrong. Whenever I
campaigned in elections

in other states, raids
were conducted in
Chhattisgarh by the
central agencies,”
Baghel said.

The ED has been
probing a money laun-
dering case linked to the
alleged levy of money
on coal and mining
transporters in
Chhattisgarh. It has ar-
rested five persons so
far, including IAS offi-
cer Sameer Vishnoi and
Deputy Secretary in the
CM’s office Soumya
Chaurasia.

“The BJP does not
have acceptability
among the people of
Chhattisgarh anymore.
Anticipating reverses in
the Assembly polls
(scheduled for late next
year) due to the good
governance of the
Congress government
here, the BJP has roped

in central agencies to
harass and defame my
government. Such acts
should not be done in
politics,” he asserted.

Hinting at the state
polls, Baghel said these
central probe agencies
would become “more ac-
tive in the coming
months” and claimed he
was “mentally prepared
for it”.

The 61-year-old fire-
brand Congress leader,
who has been vocal
against BJP and
R a s h t r i y a
Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) leadership, said
he shares good relations
personally with the
Prime Minister, Home
Minister, Finance
Minister, Defence
Minister and all Union
ministers. “But it is my
responsibility to fight in
the interest of the state.
I can speak, write letters
and fight for my state’s
rights. I don’t consider
anything wrong in it.
They (Centre) haven’t
given Chhattisgarh’s
money pending in con-
nection with GST, coal
royalty and central ex-
cise. If injustice is
meted out to us then we
will definitely fight,” he
asserted. Baghel said
farm loan waiver, pro-

curement of paddy at Rs
2,500 per quintal, rural
industrial parks and
procurement of minor
forest produce and cow
dung have been steps
taken in the interest of
common people.

“We have done a lot in
these four years but not
everything. There is al-
ways room for growth.
We have just started and
we need to take it fur-
ther. We took up tasks in
adverse circumstances
(referring to the COVID-
19 pandemic). However,
there are many promis-
es that are yet to be ful-
filled,” the CM admit-
ted. He said his gov-
ernment had achieved
considerable success
against the Maoists
but admitted it was
tough to predict when
the menace would
completely end.

“Left Wing
Extremism has now
been reduced only to
some pockets (in the
state). The govern-
ment has pushed
Naxalites on the back
foot with its three
pronged strategy of
trust, development
and security. However
it is tough to say when
the menace will come
to an end,” he said.

Six nabbed in stabbing incident

Raipur, Dec 18: Six ac-
cused on charges of mur-
dering just on trivial issue
of dance have been nabbed
by the police. As per the
complaint by Gaurav
Bande, working as welder
in Golebazar thana that on
occasion of Guru Ghasidas
Baba’s festival, after danc-
ing with one Sunil Kosale
ner Ghuman in the Shobha
Yatra, both went to have
tea nearby. It was here that
a boy from Telibandha
along with his friends
came and raising the issue
of as to why he refused him
to dance, stabbed Kosale
with knife on his chest and

back and ran away.
A combined team was

formed for this that of
Anti-crime, Cyber unit and
Thana Golebazar and on
interrogation with the
complainant and other per-
sons nearby started collect-
ing information about the
accused. They conducted
raids in all possible places
where the accused could
have hidden and anaged to
nab the accused Sahil
Barle, Sachin Tandon,
Sanjay Didhi, and three
other minor boys.

On interrogation all six
accepted their crime of
having attacked the person
and two of the accused are
resident of Telibandha
Satamipara and one is
from Barod thana Mana
area of Raipur. The police
has seized the knife used in
the crime and sent three
accused to jail and other
three minors to juvenile
home.

Loco pilot robbed in Raipur,
3 suspects arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1188:: The Railway
Protection Force (RPF) arrest-
ed three persons in connection
with the incident of robbery
with on duty loco pilot. This
entire action was taken under
the direction of Raipur
Divisional Safety
Commissioner Sanjay Kumar
Gupta.

The incident took place on
December 17 when the on-duty
railway employee Lalit Kumar
Sahu (loco pilot Titilagarh),
went to the lobby room on
Gudhiyari side near platform
number 6, to board train num-
ber 20824 Ajmer-Puri Express.
Outside the lobby room, 4 mis-
creants thrashed him, robbed
him of his mobile, purse and
ran away.

The railway employee sus-
tained injuries on his lips and

chest and was admitted to the
Railway Hospital WRS Colony
for treatment. Gudiyari police
station Raipur registered the
crime. Acting on the matter the
RPF team led by RPF Post
Raipur in-charge MK
Mukherjee arrested three sus-
pects.

Suspects who have been
arrested are Resham Garud
(20), resident of Khal Bada,
Near Shiv Mandir, Gudiyari,
Kishan Mahanand (21), resi-
dent of Janak Bada, Near Guru
Nanak Chowk, Ganj  Raipur and
Jhamman Sahu (21), resident
of Samta Colony, Arjun Nagar,
Opposite Ashoka Public
School, Raipur. Offence has
been registered against them
under 526/2022 section –
394,294,323,32 IPC in Gudiyari
police station Raipur.

Sikhs take out procession 

Raipur, Dec 18: Sikhs
took out a grand proces-
sion here to celebrate the
birth anniversary of 10th
Guru Gobind Singh with
pomp here. Some of the
youth in procession were
seen juggling with swords,
while some others waved
fireballs much to the sur-
prise of the people. The
procession was taken out
under the leadership of
‘Panj Pyare’ from Shyam
Nagar Gurudwara.

Thousands of women,
men, children and youth
of Sikh community also
participated in this pro-
cession. Various pro-
grammes were organized

in the Gurudwaras
throughout the day on
Saturday. After this, the
procession reached the
Gurdwara of Pandri via
Telibandha Gurdwara
Canal Road with chants of
Wahe Guru. Langar and
prasad were distributed
by Sikh organizations at
various places.

Saffron symbols and
flags were waving on all
the vehicles in the proces-
sion, symbolizing the
valor of the Sikh sect.
Women were seen reciting
on a vehicle. Devotees
were seen singing the
glory of Guru in other ve-
hicles. The Guru Granth
Sahib was placed on a
flower-decked vehicle. The
astonishing feat of the
youth enthralled every-
one.

‘X-mas Sadbhavana Mega Rally taken out’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18:
Christian community
today took out
‘Christmas Sadbhavna
Rally’ here under
Christmas celebrations.
The mega rally was
taken out under the lead-
ership of Arch Bishop
the Right Reverend
Victor Henry Thakur
and Bishop the Right
Reverend Ajay Umesh
James. Bishop AG
Alexius Mor Yusivius of

the Orthodox Kolkata
Diocese and head of
Dudhadhari Math and
former MLA Mahant
Ram Sundar Das, chair-
man of Gou Seva Aayog,
have also sent greetings
for the rally.

The rally left from St.
Paul’s Cathedral
Campus, St. Joseph’s
Church, Byron Bazar
and Salem School prem-
ises and reached Mother
Teresa Ashram via
Akashvani Chowk, Jogi
Bangla Chowk, Bhagat
Singh Chowk and Katora
Talab Road. From there
via Tagore Nagar Chowk
Vivekananda Shopping
Complex, Pensionbada,
Police Line Baron Bazar,

Mahila Thana Chowk,
Rajiv Gandhi Chowk and
end at Salem School.

Thousands of people in
the rally sang carols to-
gether. Memorials were
given to religious leaders.
Vice President of

Chhattisgarh Diocese,
Pastor Ajay Martin and
Rev. Rajesh Guardia of
United Pastors
Fellowship and Fr.
Sandeep Lal of Believers
Diocese specially partici-
pated in the meeting.

Speaker pays tribute to
Guru Ghasidasji on his

birth anniversary 

Raipur, Dec 18:
Chhattisgarh assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Manhat remembered
Guru Ghasidas ji today by
paying homage to his oil
painting installed in the
Central Hall of assembly
premises on the occasion
of his birth anniversary.
Former MLA Gurmukh
Singh Hora, Secretary of
the Legislative Assembly
Dinesh Sharma and sen-
ior officers of the
Legislative Assembly
Secretariat also paid flo-
ral tributes on the oil
painting of Guru
Ghasidas.

Baba Guru Ghasidas Ji

belonged to the holy land
of Chhattisgarh and his
life-philosophy and
thoughts are beneficial
for the whole mankind,
Dr Mahant said in his
message. Guru Ghasidas
Ji always showed the soci-
ety the way for the devel-
opment of human quali-
ties and reestablished
moral values, said Dr
Mahant, adding that that
Baba Guru Ghasidas Ji
showed the world the path
of truth, non-violence and
social harmony through
his teachings. His teach-
ings are relevant even
today and inspiring for all
mankind, he added.

Farmers, labourers to be focus in
next elections as well: Choubey

Raipur, Dec 18: As
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh completed
four years on Saturday, it is
eying 2023 elections, pin-
ning hope on victory with
the help of schemes and
programmes it has been
running during the last
four years. Agriculture,
Water Resources, Rural
Development Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay highlight-
ed the achievements of the
government on Sunday.

Last four years have
been of incredible credibil-
ity, Ravindra Choubey said,
adding that Congress gov-
ernment in the state laid
emphasis on the farmers-
labourers and the poor dur-
ing this period. The party
will go to the public in the
next elections focusing on
the issues of farmers,
labourers and the poor, he
said.

According to Choubey a
new saying has been creat-
ed in these four years i.e.
‘Bhupesh hai to bharosa

hai’. This means that peo-
ple have started consider-
ing Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s words as
Lakshmanrekha, he said.
Despite confrontation be-
tween the centre and state
government in these four
years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has pub-
licly praised the Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh,
his plans and programmes
in the NITI Aayog meeting,
Choubey said, adding that
other states have been ad-
vised to follow
Chhattisgarh model.

‘This is the biggest proof
of the credibility of these
four years. The schemes of
the state government,
which BJP leaders do not
tire of criticizing here,
have been praised and re-
warded by the central gov-
ernment’, he said, adding

that the government trans-
ferred a huge amount of
Rs one lakh 50 thousand
crore to the accounts of
farmers, laborers, minor
forest produce collectors
etc. through its schemes.
This money has brought
prosperity to the villages
and the markets of
Chhattisgarh are buzzing,
he said and added that
small businessmen were
benefited in business.

Previous government
spent money in corruption
through infrastructure, he
alleged and said that con-
struction of one of fly-
overs of Raipur was an ex-
ample. Though BJP calls it
development but it had
broken as soon as it was
made, he said adding that
flyover is still under repair.
The Agriculture Minister
said, earlier discussion in

state legislative assembly
used to start with the situa-
tion in Bastar when he was
the leader of the opposi-
tion. ‘We used to say that
the government there is
limited to two km radius of
the highway and red terror
reigns within it. People
from outside used to think
that Naxalites would sur-
round them as soon as they
land at Raipur airport. But
Congress has changed this
picture in four years’, he
said. The Agriculture
Minister has blamed the
BJP for the delay in imple-
menting the Reservation
Bill.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay
said, the Government of
Chhattisgarh fulfilled the
promises made on time.
Congress is getting the
benefit of this in other
states, he said. Upadhyay
said that he worked for five
months in the Himachal
Pradesh assembly elec-
tions where five schemes
which were successfully
implemented in
Chhattisgarh were includ-
ed in the Congress mani-
festo. Public relied on
Congress announcements
and gave their mandate to
the party, he added.

‘Guru Baba Ghasidasji’s
message will always be
relevant for the society’

Raipur, Dec 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has unveiled a major gift
for the students of the
Scheduled Castes (SC) and
OBC sections. Baghel has

announced the  opening of
new Prayas Schools in all
the regional headquarters
of the state. Moreover,
separate hostels will be es-
tablished for these sec-
tions. In addition, an e-li-
brary will be established
at the cost of Rs 50 lakh at
the Post-Matric Boys’
Hostel, Pension Bada in
capital city Raipur by
Municipal Corporation
Raipur.

In his address to the
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti
program organized at
Government Model Post-
Matric Schedule Caste
Boys Hostel in Pension
Bada, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
Guru Ghasidasji was a

saint who gave the mes-
sage of ‘Mankhe Mankhe
Ek Samaan’ for upliftment
of the society. Besides, he
also gave the message of
equality, harmony, unity
and love to eradicate the
social evils prevalent at
that time. He added that
Guru Ghasidas ji was the
only sain who gave dis-
courses in Chhattisgarhi.

Chief Minister said that
it doesn’t matter where a
person comes from, or to
which religion or commu-
nity a person belongs. It is
the quality education and
the moral values that en-
hances personality of a
person and helps in
achieving success in life.
Chhattisgarh Government

is making consistent ef-
forts to provide quality ed-
ucation to children. He
said that we have reopened
260 schools in Bastar. 279
Swami Atmanand Schools
have been opened to pro-
vide quality English medi-
um education to children.
Our Government has
started recruitment  of
teachers on the largest
scale after 1998. He sanc-
tioned Rs 1000 crore  for
renovation of the build-
ings of schools, hostels,
and ashrams. He also men-
tioned about Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumihin Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government.

The program was also
addressed by Urban Body
and Labour Minister Dr
Shiv Daharia and
Parliamentary Secretary
Chandradev Rai. On the
occasion, Mayor Raipur
Municipal Corporation
Ejaz Dhebar, Speaker
Pramod Dubey and a large
number of students were
present.
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During procession of Guru
Ghasidas Baba in city

Young children were
dressed in attire of
‘Santa’ main attraction

To mark birth anniver-
sary of Guru Gobind
Singh

Congress eying elec-
tion 2023 with 4 years
of work

Said CM in his message
on Guru Ghasidas 

New Prayas Schools to
be opened in various
Divisions  for children
of the SCs and OBC
section

E-library to be estab-
lished at the cost of Rs
50 lakh in the Post-
Matric Boys’ Hostel  of
Pension Bada, Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18: PAN
cards will now be made
sitting at home under
‘Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana’ (MMY). Chief
Minister’s has given
gift to the public on
completion of four

years tenure of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. Mitan will reach
home on just one call.
Citizens can avail the
facility by dialing toll
free number 14545.
Citizens do not need to
go out to get a PAN
card. Benefits of
Mukhyamantri Mitan
Yojana are available in
14 municipal corpora-
tions of the state.

PAN card to be issued under MMY

CM Baghel’s gift to the
citizens of the state

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022

Guidelines issued for 
New Year celebrations

Raipur, Dec 18: A guide-
line has been issued re-
garding the New Year
party in Raipur. This is the
first time after the Covid
period, when no special re-
strictions have been im-
posed in the celebration of
New Year. Last year,
Raipur city celebrated the
New Year amid the threat
of Covid-19. A special
meeting was organized

after discussion with
Raipur Collector Dr.
Sarveshwar Bhure, SSP
Prashant Agarwal. ADM
NR Sahu has set a guide-
lines for the new year by
organising a meeting of
all Hotels, Marriage
Palace, Club and Cafe own-
ers in Raipur city. This
year there will be no re-
striction in the celebration
of New Year, but some spe-
cial rules will have to be
followed. According to the
information released by
the district administra-

tion, a license will have to
be taken to serve liquor in
New Year event parties, a
separate administrative
team will also be formed to
check the license. All the
organizers have to use the
DJ and sound system re-
sponsibly in their party.
Action can be taken to con-
fiscate the sound system
on receiving complaints of
problems faced by the
common people. It will be
mandatory to install
CCTV cameras at the
event venue, so that people
coming and going can be
monitored. During the
event in any Hotel, Club
,Marriage Palace, people
can be invited only accord-
ing to the capacity.
Accordingly, the organiz-
ers will also have to make
arrangements for parking.
If the vehicles are parked
on roads, the police ad-
ministration will take
strict action and fine will
also be imposed on the
people. New Year’s party

will not be organized after
12:30 pm in any Hotel,
Resort and Club of the
city. Before organizing the
program, permission will
also have to be taken from
the district administra-
tion. On receipt of any
kind of complaint, legal
action will be taken
against the organizer or
resort, club, hotel opera-
tors. Last year, around
December 20, the district
administration and the
state government had is-
sued guidelines regarding
the New Year. Then due to
Covid-19 pandemic in the
state, only 50% people
were allowed at the pro-
gram venues regarding
New Year and religious
festivals. That is, only 50
people could be present in
places with a capacity of
100 people, apart from
this, there was strictness
about following the saniti-
zation Covid-19 protocol,
which is not visible this
time.

Herd of Wild buffaloes seen 
in Indravati Tiger Reserve

Bijapur, Dec 18: A herd of
6 Wild Buffaloes has been
seen recently in the
Indravati Tiger Reserve of
the district. Continuous ef-
forts are being made by the
Indravati Tiger Reserve
management for the popu-
lation growth, protection
and promotion of
Chhattisgarh’s state ani-
mal Wild Buffalo.

Deputy Director
Indravati Tiger Reserve
Dhammasheel Ganvir said
that for the protection of
forest buffaloes, monitor-
ing is being done along
with patrolling guards and
villagers so that they can

be protected. Due to the
border of the Indravati
Tiger Reserve area with
Maharashtra, movement of

Wild buffaloes takes place
in both the areas. For this,
coordination is being es-
tablished by the Indravati

Tiger Reserve
Management with the
Gadchiroli Forest
Department of
Maharashtra State so that
the work of conservation
and promotion of forest
buffalo can be done togeth-
er. In India, Wild buffalo is
mainly found in Assam
and Chhattisgarh. Forest
buffalo is one of the rare
and endangered species in
Chhattisgarh. Spread over
2800 sq. kms, the Indravati
Tiger Reserve is a suitable
natural habitat for forest
buffaloes, due to which for-
est buffaloes are seen in
large numbers here.

Folk art festival organized in the memory of Martyr Veer Narayan
Jagdalpur, Dec 18: In
memory of Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh, district
and divisional level tribal
folk dance competition
was organized on Friday
at Lalbagh Maidan in
Jagdalpur. Essay, debate,
painting competition was
also organized in memory
of Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh in all ashram hos-
tels of the division from 10
to 14 December.

Inaugurating the pro-
gramme, Chairman of
Tribal Development
Authority of Bastar re-
gion Lakheshwar Baghel
said that participants
from all over the division
have arrived in this com-
petition organized in the
memory of Amar
Balidani Veer Narayan

Singh. A program based
on tribal culture is being
presented by these partici-
pants. The dance troupes
should bring laurels to the
district and the division
by displaying excellent

art. The first prize was
given to Dhulwa Mandai
dance performed by
Sukma district, second
prize to Leja Parab per-
formed by folk dancers of
Neganar and third prize

to Mandari dance per-
formed by Kondagaon dis-
trict. As a prize, the win-
ner was awarded Rs
20,000, the runner-up Rs
10,000 and the third place
Rs 7,000.

Ch’garh team bags 12 medals

Raipur, Dec 18: Federation
Cup National Muay Thai
Championship organized
from December 14-17 at
NSRCC Indoor Boxing
Stadium, Agartala Tripura
witnessed Chhattisgarh
team bagging 04 gold, 02 sil-
ver and 06 bronze medals. A
total of 450 players from 21
states competed in this

championship. Two players
from Raipur and one each

from Bilaspur and Balod
bagged gold.

KPS qualify for semi-finals of HistoryTV18
CBSE Heritage India Quiz 2022

Raipur, Dec 18: It took a
lot more than just knowl-
edge, as the students of
Krishna Public School,
Raipur put on an exempla-
ry display of teamwork,
strategy and steely nerves
to book their place in the
semi-finals of
HistoryTV18 CBSE
Heritage India Quiz 2022
by coming out on top in
the regional round that
took place at DAV PUBLIC
SCHOOL, Bhubaneswar,
Odisha.

Launched in 2001 by
CBSE, the Heritage Quiz
today is the benchmark for
pan-India inter-school
quizzes and attracts the
brightest and the sharpest
young minds from various
prestigious CBSE schools.
Its success can be gauged

by the fact that more than
8049 students participated
in the preliminary elimi-
nation rounds followed by
regional rounds, where 90
students from 30 schools
faced the challenging
questions from quizmas-
ter Somnath Chanda.

Representing Krishna
Public School, Raipur the
winning team of Atharv

Sharma, Manan Sethia
and Shreeansh Naidu put
on a display of harmony
and synergy that kept
them on the front foot
right from the beginning.
Competing against teams
from 30 prestigious
schools for a spot in the
semi-finals, the team from
Krishna Public School,
Raipur held on to its

nerves under pressure to
emerge victorious.

Krishna Public School,
Raipur will now be com-
peting with 3 other schools
in their semi-final round
in their quest to be grab a
spot in the National Finale
of the quiz competition.

Schools from all over
the country were invited
for the quiz competition
with the central theme of
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
to celebrate and commem-
orate 75 years of independ-
ence and the glorious his-
tory of its people, culture
and achievements. The
inter-school quiz competi-
tion was divided across 16
zones under which 2683
CBSE schools sent their
entries via online registra-
tion.

OBC Mahasabha demands
reservation as per population 

Raipur, Dec 18: In re-
sponse to the call of OBC
Mahasabha state unit, a
delegation consisting of
seven members led by
state president
Radheshyam met
Governor Ansuiya Uike
and discussed with him
their demands and re-
quested him for their rep-
resentation as per the pop-
ulation of OBCs. The dele-
gation comprised of state
GS Yugal Kishore Kiran
Dewangan, state president
Youth Cell Chandrajeet

D e w a n g a n ,
state VP
Women Cell
K h i l e s h w a r i
Sahu, Raipur
Division presi-
dent Hemant
K u m a r ,

Bilaspur Division presi-
dent Harish Kumar and
Raipur city GS Banti
Dewangan. The delegation
also apprised Governor
about the concern of
OBCs in concern with dis-
crepancy of reservation in
state and requested to
grant 27% reservation to
OBC by including it in 9th
schedule of the
Constitution. Further it
was communicated that
even after 75 years of inde-
pendence OBCs are de-
prived of their constitu-
tional rights, informs
Hemant Kumar Sahu
Divisional President, OBC
Mahasabha Raipur.

St. Thomas School organises
Science & Arts exhibition

Raipur, Dec 18: An exotic
exhibition was organised on
December 17 by St. Thomas
Eng. Med. Hr. Sec. School,
DDU Nagar, Raipur. The eu-
phoria of students culminat-
ed in the magnificent pres-
entation of working, non
working models, charts
based on concepts of science
& arts. To quote specially the
smart house, hydraulic ma-
chines, space rover, hydro
power plant, model on circu-
latory system, DNA, rain
water harvesting etc are
worth mentioning.
Innumerable models on
craft and arts were displayed
along with beautiful charts.
The Judges for science Ms.
Yogita Sahu and Mr.
Dharmendra Patle, for Arts
& Craft Ms. Diksha
Pushparaj were full of prais-
es for the endeavors of stu-
dents and teachers. The ap-
preciation received by par-
ents on the overall exhibits

in the event was outstand-
ing. The commerce students
took up the challenge of en-
trepreneurship to organize
“STEMS foodie spotlite ” fol-
lowing the ethics of com-
merce maintaining an ac-
count ledger etc. and learnt
business through fun. An
unique attempt was made by
Biology group of students to
monitor health checkup of
parents using their practical
knowledge of the subject.

The tinytots of Pre Primary
depicted their creativity ex-
orbitantly with the display
of their art & craft work. On
this occasion Mr. N. P.
Georgekutty (Chairman)
and Mr. V. K. Kutty (Director
Finance) of KCA, Raipur
graced the event by their
valuable presence and en-
couraged the students for
their efforts. This informa-
tion was given by Director
Principal Mr. H. K. Dutta.

Demand for electric
vehicles increases

Raipur, Dec 18: Due to
the increase in the prices
of petrol and diesel, now
the sales have started in-
creasing along with the de-
mand for electric vehicles.
There has been a signifi-
cant increase in the sale of
electric two-wheelers.
Compared to the year 2021,
the sale of electric two-
wheelers has increased
two and a half times this
year. There has also been a
tremendous increase in
the sale of e-rickshaws.
From the year 2018 to 2021,
about 2,500 e-rickshaws
were sold in the state.
More than 1,400 e-rick-
shaws have been sold till
November this year.

According to the infor-
mation, a subsidy of Rs 25
thousand is being given on
three-wheeler electric ve-
hicles and Rs 1.5 lakh on
four-wheeler electric vehi-
cles.

Tata Motors, Hyundai,
Kia Motors have launched
new electric cars. The de-
mand of electric car was

less till last year but this
year the demand in-
creased during the festive
season. The reasons for
hike in  sales of electric ve-
hicles was  GST and road
tax waived and on single
charge customers can
travel up to 50 to 60 km. It
is notable that Electric car
cost from Rs 8 to 50 lakh

Preparations for Int’nl one-day
cricket match started

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 18: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
on Friday held a meet-
ing of officials of vari-
ous departments at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhavan regarding the
administrative prepara-
tions for the proposed
one-day international
match between India
and New Zealand on
January 21, 2023 in
Raipur. The proposed
match is to be organized
under the aegis of BCCI
and Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association. The
match will be held at the
Shaheed Veer Narayan

Singh International
Cricket Stadium in Nava
Raipur.

In the meeting, discus-
sions were held in detail
regarding infrastruc-
ture arrangements in
the stadium, complete
security arrangements,
traffic, parking, route
chart, directional signs,
cleanliness in the stadi-
um, drinking water, mo-
bile network and ambu-
lance and medical team
arrangements on the ac-
cess routes to the stadi-
um. Similarly, arrange-
ments for the arrival
and departure of players
and important persons,
arrangement of transfer

desk at the airport and
SOP of the Government
of India and the State
Government of
Chhattisgarh for the
match.

The necessary
arrangements were dis-
cussed in detail in the
meeting, discussions
were also held regarding
the proposed work re-
sponsibility regarding
all the administrative
arrangements during
the international cricket
match. Secretary, Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, Renu
Pillay, Secretary, Public
Works Department,
Siddharth Komal

Pardeshi, Sports and
Revenue Secretary, NN
Ekka, Collector Raipur,
Sarveshwar Dayal
Bhure, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner, Mayank
Chaturvedi, IG Raipur
Ajay Yadav, Director
Urban Administration,
Ayaz Tamboli, Sports
Director, Shweta Sinha,
representative of
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association
along with officers of
Transport, Health,
Airport Authority,
Public Relations,
Tourism, Culture and
other departments par-
ticipated.

Party will not be held
after 12.30 pm

Two-wheelers sale
increased from 400 to
1000 every month

Favours caste based
census count

Kirti Vyas meets
Indigo officials

Raipur, Dec 18: Three
senior officials of Indigo
airlines Agnel Pinto
Director Sales South and
West, Vikrant
Deshmukh Chhattisgarh
and MP in-charge and
Abhishek Sharma
Senior Manager Sales
Chhattisgarh paid a visit
to Vyas Holidays. Kriti
Vyas welcomed them at
his office and thanked
them for starting direct
flights to Cochin and
Goa. He demanded to
soon start a direct flight
for Jaipur.

Medal winners of Chhattisgarh team.

Federation Cup Nat’l
Muay Thai C’ship

Anita Singh Chauhan ( Raipur, +23 years, -45 kg)
Buddhadeb ( Bilaspur, +23 years, -67 kg) 
Shubham Nishad ( Balod, -23 years, -51 kg) 
Shubham Malviya ( Raipur, -23 years, -60 kg)

In addition Hansa Sahu from Raipur, Devika Nisha
Patel from Raipur and Yash Rai from Raipur bagged
bronze medals in their respective categories, informs
Anis Memon GS Chhattisgarh Amateur Muay Thai
Association.

Gold Medal winners 



Start infrastructure devp 
works: Commissioner 

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 18: Municipal
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey has given instruc-
tions to the officers that the
approved BT roads and in-
frastructure development
should be started immedi-
ately and it should be en-
sured that the works are of
full quality and completed
within the time limit.

Taking a serious stand
towards the government
schemes, he also gave strict
instructions to the officials
to ensure that the flagship

schemes of the government
are run flawlessly and the
actual benefits of the
schemes reach the eligible
people. The Commissioner
was here reviewing the
progress of various works
of the corporation point-
wise by holding a meeting
of zone commissioners, en-
gineers and officers in the
main administrative build-
ing of Korba Municipal
Corporation, Saket.

While reviewing the de-
velopment and construction
works of the corporation
zone wise, instructed the

zone commissioners and en-
gineers that the construc-
tion work of roads should
be started immediately and
District Mineral Trust item,
repair maintenance, coun-
cilor and necessary speed
should be brought in the
work process of approved
and proposed works.

He reviewed other
schemes including Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, Chief
Minister Cheap Drug Shop
Shri Dhanwantri Yojana,
Chief Minister Mitan

Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana. Gothan-wise
review of purchase of cow
dung, making of compost,
safe storage of cow dung
and manure and sale of
compost etc.He also re-
viewed the progress of
rainwater harvesting
works and gave instruc-
tions to ensure that rainwa-
ter harvesting is made in
100% buildings according
to the norms set in a
planned manner.

The Commissioner also
told the officials that on
December 17, four years of
Chhattisgarh government's
tenure is going to be com-
pleted, and Chhattisgarh
Pride Day will be celebrated
on this day as per the in-
structions of the govern-
ment, so corporation
Organize Pride Day pro-
grams in all the wards, for
this ward wise nodal offi-
cers have been appointed.
He said that the concerned
nodal officers should en-
sure the entire proceedings
of the event and respectful-
ly invite public representa-
tives to the event.

CGTU submitted memo
to Joint Director

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 18: The
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Association (CGTU) sub-
mitted separate memoran-
dums to Joint Director and
District Education Officer
Raipur discussing various
issues in detail.

Onkar Prasad Verma,
Divisional Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Teachers
Union, said that under the
leadership of the newly ap-
pointed Divisional
President Ramnarayan
Mishra, the delegation of
the divisional unit, Joint
Director Raipur K. Kumar
held a detailed discussion
while handing over the
memorandum regarding
the pending cases of
Education Department.
The issues discussed were
mainly error-free seniority
list, issuing all pending pro-
motion orders of teacher
cadres, promotions at the

district and nay others.
Handing over the demand
letter,the organization, de-
manded to being informed
about the action taken by
the office on all the above de-
mands.

The divisional president
and secretary said that if
the high office does not take
prompt and appropriate ac-
tion on the above demands
of the organization, the
Chhattisgarh teachers
union will be bound for
protest and movement, for
which all the responsibility
will be of the administra-
tion. In the said meeting

mainly the newly appointed
Divisional President
Ramnarayan Mishra,
Secretary Onkar Prasad
Verma, Treasurer Govind
Prasad Soni, Provincial
Member Sadhna Dubey, Co-
Secretary Paramjit Singh
Sachdeva, District President
Sunil Nayak, Balodabazar
District President Prakash
Kumar Tiwari, District
Treasurer Mohit Verma,
Tehsil Secretary
Tameshwar Kumar
Ghritalhare, Development
Block Dharsiwan President
Avdharam Verma and many
others were present.

State Govt is working in the 
interest of farmers: Dilip Lahariya

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, Dec 18: On com-
pletion of 4 years tenure of
Congress government in
the state, Gaurav Diwas
was celebrated with great
enthusiasm in Service Co-
operative Society
Jairamnagar, Ermsahi,
Tikari and other service
co-operative societies. In
this programme former
MLA Dilip Lahariya was
on stage as the chief guest.

Addressing the farmers
and villagers present as
chief guest, Lahariya said
that the Congress govern-
ment of the state is contin-
uously working in the in-
terest of the farmers.

The government not
only waived the loans of

the farmers, but also pur-
chased  paddy at the sup-
port price of Rs 2640 and
has spread happiness in
the farmer's family. He
said that by implementing
the Narva Garva Ghurva
Bari scheme, the Congress
government of
Chhattisgarh has also
worked to provide employ-
ment in every way to the

helpless, poor, farmers and
other people of the village.

Today, the state govern-
ment is celebrating
Gaurav Diwas by complet-
ing its 4-year tenure in this
happiness, due to which
people of every social
class are feeling proud of
themselves. Enumerating
the achievements of the
Congress government,

Lahariya also called upon
the people present to form
the Congress government
in the upcoming assembly
elections.

During the programs or-
ganized in these various
service cooperatives,
farmers and enlightened
citizens were honored by
giving shreefal. Senior
Congress leader Akhilesh

Dubey, block president of
slum cell Narendra
Sharma, Mandi members
Rameshwar Sahu,
Ramashankar Shriwas,
Ramkhilavan Yadav,
Parmeshwar Patel,
Gajanand Patel, Anil
Bhardwaj, Rajeshwar
Patel, Sarpanch
Ramchandra Yadav
Chhatram Pathak, Seva
Cooperative Society
Bhagbali Ghritalhare, or-
ganization manager of
Jairamnagar, Bablu Ram
Ghritalhare, organization
manager of Ermsahi,
Janak Ram Bhaskar, or-
ganization manager of
Tikari, along with farmers
and villagers were pres-
ent. During the programs,
Mandi member
Rameshwar Sahu and
gratitude was expressed
by Block President of
Jhuggi Jhopri Cell,
Narendra Sharma.
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Farmers are prospering with
farmer-friendly schemes: Baghel

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 18:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, while addressing
the general public in the
Bhent Mulaqat program
at Sher village of
Mahasamund Vidhan
Sabha today, said that
'Our government has
come in Chhattisgarh
with the trust of the peo-
ple, after taking oath, the
first decision taken by our
government was waiving
off the loans of farmers.

This step in the interest
of farmers has signifi-
cantly helped the farmers
of the state who are ex-
panding their scope of
farming from the money
they saved from the loan
waiver and state govern-

ment's farmer centric
schemes. Farmers who
are referred as
'Annadata's' are the food
providers and the food we
consume is a result of
their immense hard-
work. Hence it is the pri-
ority of our state govern-
ment to provide every
possible assistance to
them to prosper." 

He further said that Lok
Sabha MP "Rahul Gandhi
had asked us to waive the
loans of farmers within
10 days, which we com-
pleted in a matter of just
10 hours. People's faith is
with us, as a result of
which we have 71 seats in
the assembly. It is a matter
of great pride for us that
till date a government
with 3/4th majority has
not been formed in
Chhattisgarh before our
governance.

Moreover, our govern-
ment is completing 4
years on 17th December.
Two years have passed in
the Corona period but our
spirits have not weak-
ened. The state govern-
ment has taken many im-
portant decisions in the
interest of its citizens, be
it the rural populace or
urban population, farm-
ers, labourers, tribals,
youth, students, etc.

This has significantly
improved the socio- eco-
nomic condition of every-
one in the state and has
also strengthened the
state's economy. We have
given our farmers the
highest price for their
agricultural produce.
Oilseeds, pulses and Kodo-
Kutki are also being pro-
cured in the state on sup-
port price.

Farmers are getting the
installment of all Nyay
schemes on time, the
fourth installment of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana will be transferred
to their account before
March 31. Our food
providers are happy and
prospering with the help
of the farmer friendly
schemes of the state gov-
ernment."

Appealing to the farm-

ers to donate para (stub-
ble), the Chief Minister
asked the people of the
district to actively partici-
pate in this campaign. He
said that burning stubble
in the farms is destroying
the fertility of the land
and the problem of global
warming is also increas-
ing, due to which the
whole world is troubled.

Carbon emission is hap-
pening on a large scale, so
it is our responsibility to
curtail global warming by
not burning stubble. The
Chief Minister said that
stubble will be useful for
cattle, due to which moth-
er cow and mother earth
will be served.

Talking to Chief
Minister Baghel, farmer
Vijay Chandrakar told
that he has 30 acres of
land. During the loan

waiver, his loan of about
two and a half lakh ru-
pees has been waived and
with the remaining
money he has developed
his farm and he is now
moving towards cultivat-
ing horticulture crops.

Bimla Sahu, who came
from Birkoni, told that
there are 7 members in
her house, they get 35 kg
rice and salt free of cost
regularly. One kg of sugar
is being taken at Rs.17.
She further said that
kerosene is quite expen-
sive which is being bought
at Rs 105 per litre, which is
very expensive and they
are not able to use gas
cylinders due even higher
cost.

On this, Chief Minister
Baghel reaponded that in
this case, the central gov-
ernment decides the price

of kerosene and gas cylin-
ders. Pushpa Pathak told
that her group makes ver-
micompost and so far, ver-
micompost worth Rs 1.80
lakh has been sold by the
group and earthworms
are also being sold by the
members of the group.
Expressing happiness, the
Chief Minister an-
nounced to construct a
shed for the group.

Talking to the Chief
Minister, Manju Yadav,
the beneficiary of the
Godhan Nyaya Yojana,
told that he has 60-70 cows,
and one quintal of milk is
produced by his cow farm,
also, he has sold cow dung
worth 6 lakhs. The bene-
fits of the state govern-
ment's scheme are also
continuously being re-
ceived.

Sitabai, a resident of

Sher village, said that on
Sundays, a mobile clinic
vehicle comes to the haat-
bazaar where free of cost
treatment is available.
Gop Kumar Tandekar told
that 3 installments of
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana have also been re-
ceived. One of his chil-
dren is pursuing B.Sc and
one B.Ed.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced to give one lakh
rupees for the uninter-
rupted education of the
children. On being asked
about the information
about the Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Yojana, Uma
Yadav of Keswa village
said that her child's
weight was 2.5 kg earlier
but due to the availability
of hot and nutritious food
under the scheme, now
the weight of her child is

11 kg and she is very
healthy.

Farmer Vijay
Chandrakar told that he
has 30 acres of land and
his loan of about Rs 2.5
lakh was waived off
under the loan waiver
scheme. He developed his
farms with the income he
earned from agriculture
and now he is moving to-
wards  horticulture crops.
He also bought 2 acres of
land for expansion of his
cultivation.
Announcements made
by CM in Gram Sher
Chief Minister Baghel

made several important
announcements for the
development of the Sher
village. Baghel an-
nounced the following de-
velopmental works; estab-
lishment of power sub
center in Sher village viz.

Opening of primary
health center, construc-
tion of building for high-
er secondary school, es-
tablishment of scheduled
caste post-matric hostel in
Mahasamund, construc-
tion of road leading to
Swami Atmanand School
in Mahasamund, athletic
and football ground in
M a h a s a m u n d , a n d
Asphaltization of a 3 km
road from Jamli 
to Sirgidi.

p Farmers are getting
the highest price for
their agricultural
produce

p Construction of 
athletic and football
ground will be done
in Mahasamund

p Establishment of
the scheduled caste
post-matric hostel
to be done soon in
Mahasamund

p Farmers were
respected in 
committees

Valedictory ceremony of Int’l 
conference VIMARSH-2k22

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 18: On the
second day of the 2 days
Indian Society for
Technical Education
(ISTE), SECL & CGCOST
Sponsored International
Conference VIMARSH-
2k22 organized by
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Professor A.D.N.
Vajpayee, Vice Chancellor
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
University, Bilaspur and
Professor Sanjay Tiwari,
Vice Chancellor M.P. Bhoj
University, Bhopal were
present as the chief
guests. In the valedictory
ceremony, the chief guests
congratulated the organiz-
ing committee for the suc-
cessful organization of
the conference and moti-
vated them to continue or-
ganizing such events in
the future.

The Chief Patron of this
International Conference
was Jai Narayan

Chouksey, Managing
Trustee H.K. Kalchuri
Education Trust, Patron
Ashish Jaiswal, Managing
Director, Chouksey Group
of Colleges. In the closing
ceremony, Prof. Dr. Sanjay
Pandey presented the
summary of this two-day
international conference
in brief. After that, Er.
Ashish Jaiswal, while in-
troducing his visionary
nature in his speech, he
talked about focusing on

the long term plans rather
than short term plans. The
chief guest of the pro-
gram, Professor Sanjay
Tiwari, congratulated the
Chouksey Group of
Colleges for organizing the
conference.

Giving information
about self-reliant India, he
said that such seminars
provide an opportunity to
students and teachers to
collect information on dif-
ferent subjects. Special

guest Acharya A.D.N.
Vajpayee said in his ad-
dress that it is very impor-
tant to pay attention to
Multidisciplinary sub-
jects. He also suggested the
meeting about sustainable
development and anthro-
pology. He said that we
should not give such
things to the environment
which we cannot digest.
He further added that the
development is not possi-
ble without research.

p At Chouksey Group
of Colleges
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Rajnath cites puranas’ to underline 
Navy’s role in India’s security

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Sunday
cited puranas’ to under-
score the important role
the Indian Navy plays in
the country’s maritime se-
curity. Singh mentioned
about puranas (sacred
writings on Hindu mythol-
ogy) in his speech after

stealth guided missile de-
stroyer Mormugao was
commissioned into the
Navy in Mumbai.

“Even if our puranas
are mere (figment of)
imagination, there is truth
behind them,” he said.
“They are important for
us,” he added.

“I am stating all this be-
fore you as our puranas

mention the importance of
the sea. There is hardly a
story which doesn’t men-
tion the sea.

“At some places (in the
puranas), there is a de-
scription of Lord Vishnu’s
kshir sagar (ocean of
milk), in some places the
earth is seeking shelter in
the sea due to atrocities by
demons, “ Singh said.

Sand deposits due to flood hit paddy
cultivation in Dhemaji

Medhipamua (Assam), Dec 18 (PTI): 

The waters may have re-
ceded in Medhipamua and
over 500 villages of the
country’s most flood-prone
Dhemaji district, border-
ing Arunachal Pradesh,
but peoples’ woes are far
from over as the sand de-
posited by the mighty
Brahmaputra and its trib-
utaries pose a serious
threat to their primary
livelihood of paddy culti-
vation.

Agriculture is the main-
stay of Assam’s worst
flood-hit district, which
was once considered the
‘rice bowl’ of the state and
its community, mostly
comprising the Mising
tribe though in some areas
there is a mixed popula-
tion of Hajong, Bodo and
Sonowal tribes along with
Nepalis who live in vil-
lages located along the
river.

Over 100,000 people in
the district were affected
by three waves of flood
this year which damaged
croplands and washed

away cattle, other live-
stock and houses.

“We had earlier coped
with the disaster in the
hope that the alluvium silt
left behind by the flood wa-
ters will lead to a bountiful
harvest but now it is only
sand that is deposited
which has severely affect-
ed the cultivation of paddy
crop,” a farmer of this vil-
lage Khagendra Doley told
PTI.

Sand deposition in the
riverside villages, particu-
larly in the paddy fields, is
a long-term impact of

flooding which increases
with each rainfall in the
catchment areas, bringing
in more sand with no nu-
trients and less fertile silt,
resulting in continuous
land degradation, he said.

Sand deposits have also
increased over the years
mostly due to rampant
construction of roads,
bridges, dams, and other
development projects on
the mountains of
Arunachal Pradesh and
along the river’s path, ex-
perts pointed out.

“The abrupt drop of the

slope of the River
Brahmputra, plunging
from an altitude of 3,000
metres in Tibet to less
than 150 m at Pasighat
after which it enters
Assam, and its tributaries
exert tremendous pres-
sure in the immediate
flood plains of the dis-
trict,” Director of Rural
Volunteer Centre, an or-
ganisation studying the
impact of floods on local
communities and provid-
ing interventions to the
community, Luit
Goswami, told PTI.

The flashy, unstable and
unpredictable character of
the 26 tributaries of the
Brahmaputra that inter-
sects through the district
lead to massive flash
floods, sand deposition,
debris and river bank ero-
sion, he pointed out.

After the flood water re-
cedes and the affected
areas turn dry, it is found
that the “sediment is
mostly sand with dam-
aged soil and the entire
area turns into a desert”,
he said.

1971 India-Pakistan War

Jodhpur/New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Bhairon Singh Rathore
(81), the veteran of the 1971
India-Pakistan war whose
bravery at Rajasthan’s
Longewala post was por-
trayed by actor Suniel
Shetty in Bollywood movie
‘Border’, is battling health
issues and has been admit-
ted to the AIIMS in Jodhpur.

Rathore’s son Sawai
Singh told PTI that his fa-
ther was admitted to the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) at
Jodhpur on December 14,
two days before the 51st an-
niversary of the war, after
his health deteriorated and
his limbs got affected in
what seemed like a paraly-
sis.

“Doctors told us that my
father has possibly suffered
a brain stroke. He has been
in and out of ICU over the
last few days,” Singh told
PTI. The Singh family lives
in Solankiatala village,
about 120 kms from
Jodhpur.

Rathore was deployed at
the Longewala post in the
Thar desert, commanding a
small BSF unit that was ac-
companied by a company of
the Army’s 23 Punjab regi-
ment. It was the bravery of
these men that decimated
an assaulting Pakistani

brigade and tank regiment
at this location on
December 5, 1971.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had called Rathore, a
retired BSF lance naik, over
phone a few days back and
told him the nation was in-
debted to his contribution
in the 1971 war and the na-
tion is praying that for his
revocery, according to
Sawai Singh.

Bhairon Singh Rathore,
posted with the 14th BSF
battalion during the war, re-
tired in 1987.

Singh said that AIIMS-
Jodhpur had taken care of
his father earlier too and
the entire cost of the treat-
ment is being taken care by
the government, as like al-
ways. “However, sometimes
I have to get medicines from
the market as they are not
available at the hospital,” he
said.

Officers from the Border
Security Force (BSF) and
the General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the
Army responsible for
guarding the India-Pakistan
front along the Thar desert
area have also visited the
hospital to inquire about his
health and treatment, offi-
cials said.

According to BSF records
about the 1971 war at
Longewala post, “When one
of the 23 Punjab boys was
killed, Lance Naik Bhairon
Singh took his light ma-

chine gun and inflicted
heavy casualties on the ad-
vancing enemy.”

“It was only their courage
and determination to do or
die that won the day and
Lance Naik Bhairon Singh
became a great inspiration
to his other comrades on the
post,” the official records
state.

He received the Sena
Medal in 1972 for his gallant
action. Rathore has also
been decorated with numer-
ous other civilian awards
and military felicitations.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah met him in Jaisalmer
in December last year when
he visited the border town
for the Raising Day celebra-
tions of the BSF.

Bhairon Singh Rathore’s
role was assayed by Suniel
Shetty in the 1997 Hindi
movie ‘Border’. While the
reel Bhairon Singh (Shetty)
was shown killed in action
in the movie, the real BSF
soldier and his legacy of
guts, glory and bravery 
lives on.

“My father is a simple
man. He recounts the story
of the 1971 war when people
ask him. He only gets a
monthly pension of Rs
12,000 plus Rs 2,000 al-
lowance for the bravery
medal given to him... the au-
thorities know about his
condition...we hope they
will help us,” Sawai Singh
said.

TMC delegation meets families
of stampede victims

Kolkata, Dec 18 (PTI): 

A five-member TMC del-
egation on Sunday met the
families of those killed in
the stampede in Bengal’s
Asansol, and assured all
possible assistance to
them. The delegation, led
by state industry minister
Shashi Panja, also extend-
ed financial help to the
families.

Six people have been ar-
rested for their alleged
role in triggering a stam-
pede on Wednesday during
a blanket distribution pro-
gramme of the BJP, which
left two women and a 14-
year-old girl dead and five
injured. Leader of

Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, who had also at-
tended the religious event,
left before the blanket dis-
tribution initiative began.

The police had said that
no permission was given
for the blanket distribu-
tion programme.

The Mamata Banerjee
government had earlier
announced Rs 2 lakh as
compensation for each of
the families of the de-
ceased, and Rs 50,000 for
the injured.

Panja, during the visit,
blamed local BJP leaders,
including former Asansol
mayor Jitendra Tewary
and his councillor wife
Chaitali, for the tragedy,
stating that “they had dis-
tributed tokens for blan-
kets among 5,000 people

but the venue had space to
accommodate just 500 peo-
ple”.

She flayed Adhikari for
attending a religious
event.

“BJP leaders, in a bid to
woo people and get votes,
organised a programme
with minimum concern
for safety and security of
human lives. Can they
bring back the 14-year-old
girl, and two other women
whose deaths left their
families shattered,” she
said. The TMC team, also
comprising ministers
Babul Supriyo, Partha
Bhowmik and Malay
Ghatak, along with TMC
state youth wing president
Saayoni Ghosh, were seen
consoling the relatives of
the deceased.

UP jail inmates learn block printing 

Lucknow, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The inmates of the
Fatehgarh district jail in
Farrukhabad here are
being trained in block
printing to make ‘Om
Namah Shivay’ and
‘Radhe-Radhe’ printed
scarves and stoles for sale
at religious places across
the state.

The training is being
provided under the BJP
government’s one district,
one product’ (ODOP)
scheme.

Under the training, the
jail inmates are being
trained to create
‘Ramnami patkas’, ‘dupat-
tas’, and ‘gamchas’ using
the block printing tech-
nique. The products will
be supplied for sale at the
religious places across the
state including Ayodhya,
Varanasi, Mathura and

Chitrakoot.
Along with this, these

products will also be sold
at the Ramnagariya fair to
be held on the banks of the
Ganga in Farrukhabad.

The jail administration
will distribute 10 per cent
of the income to the in-
mates and will also be giv-
ing them fixed remunera-
tion to them for making
the products.

Director General
(Prison Administration
and Reform) Anand
Kumar informed that
under the ODOP scheme,
block printing training is
being imparted to female
and male inmates of the
jail.

These prisoners will
also be employed through
‘rozgar melas’, the UP gov-
ernment said in a state-
ment issued here.

Fulfilling its resolve to
provide employment and
self-employment to every
section of the state, the
government is leaving no

stone unturned to develop
opportunities for people.

The unemployment rate
in the state which was 18
per cent in the year 2016,
has come down to 2.7 per
cent in April 2022, the
statement added.

The DG said 12 female
prisoners are being
trained by Industrial
Training Institute (ITI)
while 35 male prisoners
are being trained by
Gautam Buddha
Development Society
Institute.

There are about 1,050
male prisoners out of
which 35 are being trained
in the first phase, he said.

As soon as the training
of the first phase prison-
ers is completed, other
prisoners will be trained
in a phased manner. After
its completion, the in-
mates will be given certifi-
cates and employment will
also be provided to the
prisoners through rozgar
melas’ by ITI.

UP govt signs agreement with
US-based Austin University

Lucknow, Dec 18 (PTI): 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has signed an
agreement with the US-
based Austin University
for the construction of a
Smart City of Knowledge
in the state, officials said
here on Sunday.

To be built on 5,000 acres
of land at a cost of USD 42
billion, the Knowledge
City will include the best
universities of the world,
accord to an official state-
ment.

According to the state,
Star Consortium will pro-
vide data centre and logis-
tics services in the state
while SLG Group will
build Capital Data Centre.

With these investment
proposals and MoUs,
thousands of employ-
ment opportunities will
be available to the people
of the state.

A target of attracting
investments of Rs 10 lakh
crore through the Global
Investors Summit to be
held in Uttar Pradesh’s
capital Lucknow between
February 10-12 has been
fixed by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath.

Eight teams of minis-
ters and officials are on
tour to 18 countries to at-
tract investments
through road shows and
trade shows.

The US-based Saloni
Heart Foundation has
also signed an MoU in the
presence of Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna
and Additional Chief
Secretary (Infrastructure
and Industrial
Development) Arvind
Kumar in San Francisco.

On the Knowledge City
project, Ashraf Ali
Mustafa, President of
Austin University, said it
is expected to completely
change the picture of
higher education in India
and elsewhere.

Three MoUs were also
signed with fintech start-
up Falcon X CEO Murali
Chirala. Its entrepre-
neurs have shown inter-
est in setting up incuba-
tors and accelerators
units under Invest UP, ac-
cording to the statement.

The delegation met
members of the global en-
trepreneurship organisa-
tion TiE and Indians who
contributed to the cre-
ation of Silicon Valley in
San Francisco. The dele-
gation appealed to them
to make a Silicon Valley
in Uttar Pradesh so that
Indians can also take ad-
vantage of it.

During a road show in
Japan, Yukinori Kobe, di-
rector of Seiko Advance
Limited, signed an MoU
worth Rs 850 crore with
the UP government to set
up a manufacturing unit
in Gautam Buddha
Nagar.

Through this MoU,
more than 200 employ-
ment opportunities will

be created for the people
of the state.

Industrial Development
Minister Nand Gopal
tweeted that his foreign
tours were very success-
ful in terms of attracting
investments.

The road shows in
Germany, Belgium and
Sweden were highly suc-
cessful. Within nine days,
the UP government team
toured three countries
and investment proposals
worth thousands of
crores of rupees were re-
ceived, according to the
statement.

This round of road
shows and one-to-one
business meetings in for-
eign countries will con-
tinue till December 19.

After a road show in the
Netherlands, Deputy
Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya and IT
and Electronics
Department Minister
Yogendra Upadhyay will
visit France on Monday
to attract investments.

ECO TOURISM

The Jharkhand government is planning to promote eco, cultural tourism at scenic
Netarahat in Latehar district which is famous for hills, forest and waterfalls.

EXERCISING RIGHTS

Voters show their identification cards as they wait in a queue to cast their votes 
during the first phase of Bihar Municipal Corporation elections, at a polling station in
Patna, Sunday. 

BRIEF

Detain  
 Ferozepur: Several

protestors were de-
tained for blocking po-
lice vehicles as the
Punjab Police on
Sunday began an op-
eration to evict those
blocking the road lead-
ing to a distillery and
ethanol plant in
Mansurwal village.
Villagers under the
banner of the Sanjha
Zira Morcha have
been protesting in
front of the plant for
the past five months,
demanding that the
distillery be shut
down as it was al-
legedly polluting un-
derground water in
several villages be-
sides causing air pol-
lution.

Electrocution 
 Chaibasa: A full

grown female ele-
phant died of electro-
cution after it came in
contact with a high-
tension live wire in
Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district, a
forest official said on
Sunday. The local vil-
lagers spotted the
body of the wild ele-
phant early on Sunday
morning near
Hesadeepa forest and
informed the forest de-
partment, the official
said.

Suicide
 Thiruvananthapuram:

A 46-year-old accused,
who was arrested for
allegedly hacking to
death his live-in-part-
ner recently, was on
Sunday found hanging
inside the jail here, po-
lice said.
Pathanamthitta-na-
tive Rajesh, was ar-
rested on December 15
for hacking to death
his live-in-partner
Sindhu (47) in broad
daylight near
Vazhayila here, they
added.

Overturn
 Gorakhpur: A man

was killed and nine
people were injured
after a school bus over-
turned and fell into a
10-ft-deep pit here on
Sunday as its driver
lost control of the vehi-
cle while trying to avoid
hitting a cyclist, police
said. The cyclist,
Tilakdhari (50), died
and the bus driver,
Dharmendra Yadav
(28), was critically in-
jured in the accident
that occurred in
Bhainsa Dhoda village
under Khorabar police
station area, they said.

Suspended 
 Budaun: The panchay-

at secretary of the
Kurkheda village was
suspended for alleged
irregularities in the
construction of a cow
shelter, an official said
on Sunday. Instructions
have also been given to
register an FIR regard-
ing the matter. District
Magistrate Manoj
Kumar said he along
with a few officers con-
ducted a surprise in-
spection of the newly
constructed cow shelter
in Kurkheda village of
the Dataganj tehsil area
on Saturday and found
irregularities.

Karuna Prasad Mishra,
an 88-year-old Congress
supporter, walks during
the party’s Bharat Jodo
Yatra in Dausa,Sunday.

For building Smart
City of Knowledge

To make scarves for
sale at religious places

 Assures help

‘Subordinate judiciary 

in MP to be called as

district judiciary’
BBhhooppaall,,  DDeecc  1188  ((PPTTII))::
Subordinate judiciary in
Madhya Pradesh will now
be referred to as the dis-
trict judiciary and lower
courts as trial courts, as
per a High Court circular.
This was resolved at a full
court meeting of the
Madhya Pradesh High
Court in which Chief Justice
Ravi Malimath and other
judges took part on Friday,
it said.

“All courts other than the
High Court shall here-
inafter be referred to as the
district judiciary and not as
subordinate judiciary and
that all courts other than
the High Court shall be
referred to as the trial
courts and not as subordi-
nate courts,” it reads.

The circular is issued by
the order of the MP chief
justice and signed by its
Registrar General
Ramkumar Choubey.

“The resolution junking
the use of subordinate judi-
ciary and subordinate
courts is aimed to drive
home the point that every
court is independent within
its jurisdiction,” a top reg-
istry officer of the HC told
PTI. He said when MP high
court chief justice
Malimath was acting chief
justice of Himachal Pradesh
he in a full court meeting
got a similar resolution
passed there.

Hero of Longewala post battling health issues 
At AIIMS-Jodhpur

Sand deposition after the receding of flood water in the

flood-prone Dhemaji district, in Assam.



PROTEST IN SUPPORT OF IRANIANS

The U.S. Capitol is seen behind a vigil honoring Iranians allegedly killed by their government during a rally in 
support of the ongoing protests in Iran at the National Mall in Washington. 
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Cairo, Dec 18 (AP):

Iranian authorities ar-
rested one of the country’s
most renowned actresses on
charges of spreading false-
hoods about nationwide
protests that grip the coun-
try, state media said.

The report by IRNA said
Taraneh Alidoosti, star of
the Oscar-winning movie
“The Salesman,” was de-
tained on Saturday, a week
after she made a post on
Instagram expressing soli-
darity with the first man re-
cently executed for crimes
allegedly committed during
the protests.

The announcement is the
latest in a series of celebrity
arrests, that have included
footballers, actors and influ-
encers, in response to their
open display of support for
anti-government demon-
strations now in their third
month

According to the report
published on the state
media’s official Telegram
channel, Alidoosti was ar-
rested because she did not
provide ‘’any documents in
line with her claims.?

It said that several other
Iranian celebrities had also
been summoned by the judi-
ciary body over publishing
provocative content, and
that some had been arrest-

ed. It provided no further de-
tails.

In her post, the 38-year-old
actress said: ‘’His name was
Mohsen Shekari. Every in-
ternational organization
who is watching this blood-
shed and not taking action,
is a disgrace to humanity.”

Shekari was executed
Dec. 9 after being charged by
an Iranian court with block-
ing a street in Tehran and
attacking a member of the
country’s security forces
with a machete. In
November, Hengameh
Ghaziani and Katayoun
Riahi, two other famous
Iranian actresses, were ar-
rested by authorities for ex-
pressing solidarity with pro-
testers on social media.
Voria Ghafouri, an Iranian
soccer player, was also ar-
rested last month for ‘insult-
ing the national soccer team
and propagandizing against
the government.” All three

have been released. Since
September, Alidoosti has
openly expressed solidarity
with protesters in at least
three posts on Instagram.
Her account, which had
some 8 million followers,
has been suspended.

Last Week, Iran executed
a second prisoner,
Majidreza Rahnavard, in
connection with the
protests. Rahnavard’s body
was left hanging from a con-
struction crane as a grue-
some warning to others.
Iranian authorities alleged
Rahnavard stabbed two
members of its paramili-
tary force.

Both Shekari and
Rahnavard were executed
less than a month after they
were charged, underscoring
the speed at which Iran now
carries out death sentences
imposed for alleged crimes
related to the demonstra-
tions.

Iran authorities arrest actress of Oscar-winning movie

Seoul, Dec 18 (AP):

North Korea fired a pair
of ballistic missiles on
Sunday toward its eastern
waters, its first weapons test
in a month and coming two
days after it claimed to have
performed a key test needed
to build a more mobile, pow-
erful intercontinental bal-
listic missile designed to
strike the US mainland.

South Korea’s military
detected the launch of two
North Korean ballistic mis-
siles from its northwest
Tongchangri area. The mis-
siles flew across the country
toward its eastern waters,
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs
of Staff said in a statement.

It said the missiles were
fired about 50 minutes apart
but gave no further details,
like precisely what type of
weapons North Korea fired
and how far they flew. The
Joint Chiefs of Staff said
South Korea’s military has
bolstered its surveillance
posture and maintains a
readiness in close coordina-
tion with the United States.
Japanese officials also said
they spotted the two missile

launches from North Korea.
Its coast guard said the mis-
siles fired from North Korea
fell in the waters between
the Korean Peninsula and
Japan. Japanese coast
guard officials said both
missiles landed outside
Japan’s exclusive economic
zone. The Tongchangri area
is home to North Korea’s
Sohae Satellite Launching
Ground, where the country
in past years launched satel-
lite-carrying long-range
rockets in what the U.N.
called a disguised test of
ICBM technology. On
Thursday, in the Sohae facil-
ity, North Korea also per-
formed what it called the
test of a “high-thrust solid-

fuel motor” for a new strate-
gic weapon, a development
that experts say could allow
it to possess a more mobile,
harder-to-detect arsenal of
intercontinental ballistic
missiles that can reach the
U.S. mainland. It wasn’t im-
mediately known if
Sunday’s launches occurred
from the Sohae facility.

Sunday’s launch is the
North’s first public
weapons test since the coun-
try last month launched its
developmental, longest-
range liquid-fueled
Hwasong-17 ICBM capable
of reaching the entire U.S.
homeland. Earlier this
year, North Korea test-
launched a variety of

other missiles at a record
pace, despite pandemic-re-
lated economic hardships
and U.S.-led pressures to
curb its nuclear program.

North Korea has defend-
ed its weapons testing as
self-defense measures to
cope with the expanded
U.S.-South Korea military
drills that it views as an in-
vasion rehearsal. But some
experts say North Korea
likely used its rivals’ mili-
tary training as an excuse
to enlarge its weapons ar-
senal and increase its
leverage in future negotia-
tions with the U.S. The
weapon North Korea said
it could build with the re-
cently tested motor likely
refers to a solid-fueled
ICBM, which is among a
list of high-tech weapons
systems that leader Kim
Jong Un vowed to procure
during a major ruling
Workers’ Party conference
early last year. Other
weapons systems Kim
promised to manufacture
include a multi-warhead
missile, underwater-
launched nuclear missiles
and spy satellites.

N Korea fires 2 ballistic missiles in resumption of testing

Peshawar, Dec 18 (PTI):

At least four Pakistani
policemen were killed and
as many as injured in the
terrorist attack on a newly-
constructed police station
in the country’s volatile
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province on Sunday.

The Bargai police sta-
tion in Laki Marwat bor-
dering the south
Waziristan tribal district
was attacked by terrorists
carrying lethal weapons,
including hand grenades
and rocket launchers, po-
lice said. The suspected
terrorists fled the scene
after a fierce exchange
with the police, it said. A
heavy police contingent
launched a search opera-
tion in the area to track
down the suspects.

Mehmud Khan, the
Chief Minister of Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province,
described the attack as an
act of cowardice and
sought an immediate re-
port from the provincial
police chief.

President Arif Alvi also

expressed his condolences
to the grieving families
and condemned the attack
saying “our efforts will
continue until the com-
plete elimination of the
remnants of terrorism”.

Although no group has
immediately claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack,
the previous attacks on po-
lice in the district have
been claimed by the
T e h r e e k - e - T a l i b a n

Pakistan (TTP).
The TTP, set up as an

umbrella group of several
militant outfits in 2007
called off a ceasefire
agreed upon with the fed-
eral government in June
and ordered its militants to
stage terrorist attacks
across the country.

Last month, militants at-
tacked a police patrol vehi-
cle, killing all six police-
men in the same area. The
Pakistani Taliban claimed
responsibility for the am-
bush.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to al-
Qaeda, has been blamed
for several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults
on military bases, and the
2008 bombing of the
Marriott Hotel in
Islamabad.

Terrorist attack in northwest Pakistan kills 4 policemen

Islamabad, Dec 18

A day after India
slammed Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
for his ‘uncivilised out-
burst’ at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,
Pakistan People’s Party
leader Shazia Marri
threatened New Delhi
with nuclear war.

In a news conference
with Bol News, she said,
“India should not forget
that Pakistan has an
atom bomb. Our nuclear
status is not meant to re-
main silent. We will not
back down if the need
arises.”

She was holding a

press conference in sup-
port of Bilawal Bhutto
and spewed venom
against India. Shazia
threatened India and said
that if the Modi govern-
ment will fight, then he
will get the answer. The

status of a nuclear
state given to Pakistan
has not been given to
remain silent. Pakistan
also knows how to an-
swer.

She said, ‘if you will
keep making allega-
tions against Pakistan
again and again,
Pakistan cannot keep
listening silently, this
will not happen.’

Shazia’s statement
comes at a time when

Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
is being slammed in India
for unleashing a personal
attack on Modi and also
hitting out at the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS).

Pak minister threatens
India with ‘nuclear war’

Kabul, Dec 18 (AP):

At least 19 people were
killed and 32 injured when
a fuel tanker exploded in a
tunnel north of the Afghan
capital Kabul, a local offi-
cial said on Sunday. The
Salang Tunnel, which is
around 80 miles north of
Kabul, was originally built
in the 1960s to assist the
Soviet invasion. It is a key
link between the country’s
north and south.

According to Said
Himatullah Shamim, a
spokesman for Parwan
province, Saturday night’s
tunnel explosion killed at
least 19 people, including
women and children. He

said survivors remain
trapped under rubble and

that the number of casual-
ties could rise. It was not

immediately clear what
caused the incident, which
happened at around 8.30
pm. Parwan’s health de-
partment has received 14
dead and 24 injured so far,
according to local official
Dr. Abdullah Afghan.

There are five women
and two children among
the dead, he said, and the
rest are men who are se-
verely burnt and cannot be
recognised. Molvi
Hamidullah Misbah, a
spokesman for the
Ministry of Public Works,
said earlier on Sunday that
the fire was extinguished
and that teams were still
working to clear the 
tunnel.

Fuel tanker tunnel blast kills
at least 19 in Afghanistan

Lahore, Dec 18 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan  made
the much-awaited an-
nouncement that his gov-
ernments in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will
dissolve their provincial as-
semblies on December 23 to
pave the way for fresh elec-
tions.

In an address to the na-
tion via a video link from
his Lahore’s residence
where the Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa chief
ministers were also present
by his side on Saturday
evening, the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man said only fresh elec-
tions can steer the country
out of economic crisis.

“We are heading towards
default and only fresh and
fair polls is a solution to

Pakistan’s economic prob-
lems,” he said as he an-
nounced the date for the dis-
solution of provincial as-
semblies.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif led government has
declared that the next gen-
eral elections will be held
after this government com-
pletes its tenure in August

2023.
Khan said whether or not

the ruling PML-N coalition
government agrees to con-
duct fresh elections across
the country, his announce-
ment will make sure that 65
per cent of Pakistan will go
into polls after the dissolu-
tion of both assemblies.

He thanked the two

provincial chief ministers
for their cooperation with
his party and said that he
had consulted PTI’s lawyers
about the move, adding that
the Constitution did not
allow elections to be delayed
beyond 90 days of an assem-
bly’s dissolution.

Last month, Khan said
that his party would disasso-
ciate itself from the “cur-
rent corrupt political sys-
tem” by quitting the two
provincial assemblies.

The decision to dissolve
assemblies was met with
great objection from PML-N
and PPP leaders the main
forces of the ruling Pakistan
Democratic Movement gov-
ernment. Later, the PML-N
had announced that it was
ready to contest elections in
case the PTI continued with
its decision to dissolve the
two assemblies.

Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assemblies
to dissolve on December 23: Imran

Quinua (Peru), Dec 18 (AP):

This rural hamlet nestled
high in the Peruvian Andes
was the site of a major battle
that secured South America’s
independence from Spain in

the 19th century.
But on Saturday, the streets

of Quinua were overrun by
weeping residents commemo-
rating a far more senseless
loss: the death of Clemer
Rojas, a 23-year-old student

who left his parents’ home on
Thursday to protest the oust-
ing of President Pedro
Castillo and never returned.
A funeral procession of a few
thousand peasant farmers,
led by a steady drumbeat and
people speaking in their na-
tive Quechua language, car-
ried Rojas’ casket draped in
Peru’s red and white flag to a
colonial church where a mass
was celebrated, and he was
later buried in a nearby ceme-
tery. Interspersed amid the
crowd were signs calling for
the closure of Congress and
denouncing caretaker
President Dina Boluarte as
an “assassin.” “My son is
leaving. Tell me he’s not leav-
ing,” Nilda Garcia, a street
vendor, wailed as friends and
family members struggled to
keep her from falling down.
Rojas died in clashes with the
army in the nearby provin-
cial capital of Ayacucho,
which has emerged as an un-
likely epicentre of unrest in
Peru’s still unfolding political
crisis.

The tumult was triggered
by Castillo’s attempt to close
Congress a futile act of
gamesmanship widely con-
demned by the US and others
as a self-coup but seen here,
in Peru’s long-neglected
countryside, as a pride-filled
display of defiance against a
hostile establishment that
never allowed the former
rural school teacher to gov-
ern since his shock victory 17
months ago. Boluarte has
tried to quell the protests, em-
phasizing her own humble
roots and support for protest-
ers’ demands that elections,
scheduled for 2026, be pushed
up to next year At a news con-
ference Saturday, Peru’s first
female president delivered ex-
tensive remarks in Quechua a
foreign language to past
Peruvian presidents compar-
ing the highway blockades,
acts of arson and violent
protests engulfing Peru to the
invisible, emotional damage
suffered by children growing
up in a broken home with
constantly feuding parents.

Peru’s dark past surfaces as young
protester is laid to rest

Doctors collect the bodies of victims in a fuel tanker 
explosion in the Salang Tunnel through the Hindu Kush
mountains, north of Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, Dec. 18.
Over a dozen people were killed and injured when a fuel
tanker exploded in the tunnel a local official said Sunday. 

Relatives grieve during the funeral procession of Clemer
Rojas, 23, who was killed during protests against new
President Dina Boluarte, in Ayacucho, Peru. The eight
deaths this week that converted Ayacucho into the epicen-
ter of violence in Peru’s still unfolding crisis is for many a
stark reminder of the region’s bloody past and longstand-
ing neglect by authorities in the far-away capital. 

A fter taking on the
Supreme Court for the

impasse on Collegium, which
he described as ‘alien’ to the
Constitution, Law Minster
Kiren Rijiju has played anoth-
er bite from His Master’s
Voice – prime minister
Narendra Modi’s favourite si-
multaneous elections. Rijiju
said in a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha the other day
that elections have become a
‘big budget affair’ and that
holding simultaneous polls to
Lok Sabha and state assem-
blies would result in huge sav-
ing to the exchequer and by
implication to the people.

''Simultaneous elections
would result in huge saving to
the public exchequer, avoid-
ance of replication of effort
on part of administrative and
law and order machinery in
holding repeated elections
and bring considerable sav-
ings to political parties and
candidates in their election
campaigns,” the minister
said. It would also provide sta-
bility in governance, he
added. Prime Minister Modi
has been pushing this idea of
synchronised elections, say-
ing the policy paralysis

caused forced by the opera-
tion of the code of conduct for
elections immobilised the gov-
ernment machinery, deter-
ring it from working for the
welfare of the people.

Modi’s call was given a theo-
retical framework by think-
tank NITI Aayog, which pro-
duced a note in 2017, reiterat-
ing the prime minister’s argu-
ment. This was followed up by
the Law Commission, which
in its report on Reforms in
Electoral Laws had suggested
simultaneous elections to Lok
Sabha and state assemblies in
the interest of stability in gov-
ernance. Elections to Lok
Sabha and all state legislative
assemblies were held simulta-
neously in 1951-52, 1957, 1962
and 1967.However, due to the
premature dissolution of
some state legislative assem-
blies in 1968 and 1969 due to
the fall of governments, the
cycle got disrupted.

The political situation ob-
taining in the country today is
quite different from what it
used to be in the 50s and the
60s, with Indian National
Congress enjoying uninter-
rupted rule in all major states.
So there was no conflict be-
tween the Centre and the state
governments in terms of po-
litical interests and considera-
tions. But today, several im-
portant states are ruled by
parties opposing the ruling
party at the Centre and any at-
tempt to synchronise elec-
tions would mean encroach-
ing upon the tenures of as-
semblies in the opposition-
ruled states and, therefore,
disruption rather than stabili-
ty.

States accounting for nearly
50 percent of the country’s
total population are now
under the rule of parties
other than those in power at
the Centre, which means that
simultaneous elections can-
not be even considered with-
out compromising the demo-
cratic rights of such a large
population. Modi and his rul-
ing party may consider this to
be a sacrifice that is too small
in terms of the perceived ben-
efits of one-nation, one-poll
idea, but it is unlikely that any
other party worth its salt
would subscribe to such
views.

The idea was first mooted
officially by the Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice in its report in 2015,
which cited the huge cost sav-
ings as the primary justifica-
tion for holding of simultane-
ous elections to Lok Sabha
and the state assemblies. The
political situation that pre-
vailed during the submission
of the report had a number of
instances when the tenure of
the Lok Sabha had to be cur-
tailed at least seven times
until then due to unstable
coalition governments. But
that has long changed and
houses being dissolved before
time, whether Lok Sabha or
state assemblies, has become
a rarity these days.

The Law Commission,
which studied the issue, had
suggested that elections of
legislative assemblies whose
term ends six months after
the general elections to Lok
Sabha can be clubbed togeth-
er, but with a rider that the re-

sults of such elections be de-
clared at the end of the assem-
bly’s tenure. The
Representation of People Act,
1951 permits the Election
Commission to notify general
elections six months prior to
the end of the terms of Lok
Sabha and state assemblies.
The Law Commission report
as well as the NITI Aayog
paper had given a detailed
plan on how to conduct simul-
taneous elections with a rec-
ommendation to start the
process from 2019 general
elections. The same opportu-
nity would now be available in
2024, when parliamentary
polls are due, for conducting
simultaneous elections.

Five states, namely, Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Odisha, Sikkim and
Telangana are due for assem-
bly elections in 2024 and can
be held alongside the Lok
Sabha polls. Elections in four
states, such as Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram
and Rajasthan will be due in
2023 and early 2024 can be syn-
chronized with the Lok Sabha
polls by amending the
Constitution. Haryana,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra and
Delhi can be held along with
the Lok Sabha elections if
these states voluntarily dis-
solve their houses premature-
ly. Technically, these are possi-
ble, but only on paper. But
given the mindset of opposi-
tion parties against the much-
hyped one-nation, one-poll
idea, it is highly unlikely that
the ruling parties in the states
would agree anything even re-
motely close to simultaneous
elections.
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Bilawal Bhutto 
needs to refrain from
undiplomatic words
Unable to believe that

war of words is becoming
so low, when “The butcher
of Gujarat lives, and he is
the prime minister of
India,” Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari told a UN briefing
room, minutes after his
Indian counterpart  S
Jaishankar calling
Pakistan the "epicentre of
terrorism" and sheltering
Osama bin Laden. Actually,
Bilawal Bhutto needs to re-
frain from using such
undiplomatic words on an
international forum just
because he couldn't think
of a proper response to the
allegation made by the
Indian External Affairs
Minister. Instead Bilawal
very foolishly walked into a
trap set up by Dr
Jaishankar and India. He
forgets that he is foreign
minister and should know
the language for foreign af-
fairs, where ‘butcher’ is not
an appropriate word. It's
misfortune of the world's
richest subcontinent re-
sources land is fertile for
everything but infertile for
producing a thinking
mindset. Our subcontinent
is full of food and fruits
with delicious recipes but
tasteless thought. It's a
shameful day for every
Indian that the buried
ghost of Mr. Narendra
Modi was awakened by
Bilawal Bhutto. No one dis-
agrees that two decades ago
thousands of innocent
Muslims (nearly 800) and
Hindus (more than 200)
were killed under the
Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi’s nose,
faced charges of not doing
enough to stop the riots
that began after a train
coach carrying pilgrims
was burnt in Godhra,
killing 59 people. As a re-
sult, he was for a while (till
2014 after he became the
country’s Prime Minister)
banned from entering the
US and a few other coun-
tries. Now the country’s
Apex Court exonerated
him, as a result of my ad-
vice to Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari, that if you have
nothing pleasant to say,
please do not speak un-
pleasant things about your
neighbor. As a responsible
minister you should be
aware that if Pakistan is to
progress, have good rela-
tions with your neighbors,
especially India. Otherwise,
your inexperience and fool-
ishness is going to cause
great harm to the people of
Pakistan. I’m sure if India
will take revenge on
Pakistan, not by any wrong
methods instead through
improving the Indian econ-
omy. Because living well is
the best revenge.

Bidyut Kumar
Chatterjee, Faridabad

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Youths, riding a two-wheeler, pose for a photo with the 40-feet tall model of veena at the Lata Mangeshkar Chowk, in Ayodhya.

LATA MANGESHKAR CHOWK

I ndia's trade is moving forward on the high growth wave even
with the high base of last year, and despite global demand

slow down, exports performance continues on the high growth run.
Exports moving to positive territory, after a drop in October, are on
expected line though the challenges continue. The off take has
slowed down with rising inflation in most economies affecting the
purchasing power. Moreover, the large departmental stores are
maintaining lean inventories as credit cost of building inventories
have gone  up  with  interest  rates  moving northwards. Pressure
from persistently high global inflation despite accelerated monetary
tightening has also raised the import bill for essential commodities
like crude petroleum, coking coal that need to be imported. Latest
data showed that India's exports recorded a flat growth of 0.59 per
cent to USD 31.99 billion in November, even as trade deficit widened
to USD 23.89 billion during the month. Exports stood at USD 31.8 bil-
lion in November last year, while imports rose by 5.37 per cent to
USD 55.88 billion in November as compared to USD 53.03 billion in
the corresponding month a year ago. During April-November 2022,
exports rose by 11 per cent to USD 295.26 billion as against USD
265.77 billion in the same month last year. Imports, however, rose
by 29.5 per cent to USD493.61 billion during the eight months period
of this fiscal. It was USD 381.17 billion during April-November 2021,
as per the data. The merchandise trade deficit for April-November
2022 has increased to USD 198.35 billion as against USD115.39 bil-
lion in April-November 2021. India's exports entered negative terri-
tory after a gap of about two years, declining sharply by 16.65 per
cent to USD 29.78 billion in October, mainly due to global demand
slowdown, even as trade deficit widened to USD 26.91 billion. The
World Trade Organisation (WTO) has projected that the global trade
growth will rise by 3.5 percent in 2022, but by only one per cent in
2023. The exports exhibited a positive growth in 15 out of 30 key
sectors in November as compared to the same period last year.
Sectors which recorded positive growth includes electronic goods
(54.48per cent), gems and jewellery (4.61 per cent), RMG of textiles
(11.70 percent), pharmaceuticals (8.66 percent), rice (19.16 per-
cent), and leather (8.68 per cent). With exports continuing to re-
main under stress for the second consecutive month in November,
and imports also falling, the current account deficit is likely to mod-
erate in the second half and close the fiscal with a 3.3 per cent of
GDP or USD 108-112 billion, which will still be a record high. Falling
exports and commodity prices will also help the country print in a
moderate CAD at USD 24-26 billion in Q3FY23 from likely high of
USD31-34 billion in Q2FY23, Icra Ratings said in a report. The next
move by the US Fed would be very important and crucial.

Anjan Roy

C hina appears to have made a planned and heavy intrusion in
the areas close to Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh last week,

which were repulsed by the Indian army forthwith. The Chinese
have repeatedly forayed into the area to make gains in Arunachal
Pradesh near Tawang. This is critical for China because Tawang is
the seat of one of the most revered monasteries in Tibetan
Buddhism. As a result, Tawang monastery plays a critical role in
Tibetan internal politics. Therefore, China’s efforts are to get control
of the area and the Tawang monastery to control more effectively
Tibet’s internal politics. One has to remember that the Tibetan reli-
gious head, Dalai Lama, had come to Tawang and sought his first
refuge in the monastery. Ever since, Dalai Lama is a continuing pain
in China’s neck. Now that Dalai Lama is getting old and a new spiri-
tual head will have to be sworn in after the present Dalai Lama,
China is seeking to ensure that its nominee becomes the new Dalai
Lama. Getting control of the Tawang monastery before that could
give some legitimacy for China’s selection of the next spiritual head
for Tibetan Buddhists. These issues apart, China has been nibbling
at the line of actual control —the so-called LAC— off and on and has
already claimed some victories. China has thus sliced away from
India’s part of the border over the years through these small incur-
sions. It is only now that that the Indian aide has reacted vigorously
to the Chinese tactics. The Galwan valley incident, in which 20
Indian soldiers had died and some unknown numbers of the
Chinese, was the biggest incident recently. But, last week’s Chinese
attempt to capture some high grounds in the areas, only 25 kilome-
tres from Tawang, is the most ambitious and determined  attempt..
This time, when the winter had set in, the sudden sweep was meant
to take possession of grounds to set up an observation post, accord-
ing to some reports. In Galwan valley as well, China was seeking to
acquire lands on Indian side to set up observation posts. Chinese
have already setup some villages in the areas adjoining the border,
which can quickly be turned into supply bases for the Chinese army.
In Yangtze area near Tawang, the Chinese were working with the
same objective in mind. With the observation posts the Chinese
could better monitor the Indian positions as well as movements.
They are interested in tracking Indian preparations in the border
areas. The Chinese have so far downplayed the incident apart from
a brief mention in the Chinese foreign ministry briefing. This they
did only after the statement of the defence minister, Rajnath Singh,
in parliament subsequent to the incident.The Chinese foreign min-
istry is seeking to pass this off as incursions by the Indian army per-
sonnel across the LAC. This is understandable since the Chinese are
seeking now to modify their image. Chinese threats to south east
Asian countries and the entire South China Sea has sent alarm bells
across the region. Its earlier practice of “world warriors”, who were
the hostile diplomats belching fire over alleged insults to China, had
given a very unwelcome picture of the country. After election of Xi
Jinping at the 2oth party Congress in November, it appears China is
taking some care to project a more favourable picture of the coun-
try. The release of the details of last week’s incidents by India,   has
been to vindicate government’s claims of wrong handling of all bor-
der incursions. India seems to be taking the Chinese threats serious-
ly and expects these to continue in future as well. It appears the po-
litical circles deliberately highlighted the episode as the Indian army
had acted swiftly and gained the upper hand over the Chinese. The
Indian opposition parties had all along criticised the government for
its lukewarm responses to Chinese incursions. This time the political
set up had some advantages in showing off the robust responses to
the incursions. The Indian army was better prepared for the sudden
eruption of violence. For whatever reasons and results, border
clashes with China are expected to continue. The silver lining is that
these have remained confined to local levels. Eruption of these on a
larger scale could make things rather difficult to control, as has
been seen in the disastrous Russian campaign in Ukraine.

China is interested in the
Buddhist Monastery in

Tawng for its internal reason

India’s trade on a 
high trajectory

Modi Govt may be dusting out its plan 
for One-Nation, One-Poll by 2024

Fiona Stewart & Alexander Piel

T here's no trait that distin-
guishes humans from all

other mammals more clearly than
the way we walk. Human habitual
bipedalism obligatory walking on
two legs has long been a defining
trait of our species, as well as our
ancestors as far back as 4.5 million
years ago. Science's growing un-
derstanding of chimpanzee cul-
ture, communication and emotion
may have blurred the understand-
ing of "distinctly human", but our
obligatory bipedalism has stood
the test of time.

Why, when, and where bipedal-
ism evolved remains debated,
however. Numerous evolutionary
pressures have been proposed.
Most are about the economics and
energy use of walking on two legs
(bipedalism is far more efficient
than quadrupedalism). Other theo-
ries describe the advantages of
carrying objects. Bipedalism frees
the hands to do interesting things
like make and use tools and reach
for fruit. It also enables us to see

over tall grass. But almost all the
theories suggest that bipedalism is
an adaptation to getting around on
land. It's clear that early bipeds
evolved when savanna grasslands
became increasingly common as
forests retreated 4-8 million years
ago. Walking on two legs made it
easier to forage and travel on the
ground.

But there's also evidence that
contradicts this idea. Hominin
anatomy, palaeo-ecology and the
behaviour of some ape species
present challenges to the theory.
For example, early hominins had a
long list of adaptations to life in the
trees. These included long limbs,
mobile shoulders and wrists, and
curved fingers. All these features
are present in our current tree-
dwelling primate cousins. Studies
of what hominins ate and the ani-
mals they lived with (bushbucks,
colobus monkeys) also suggest
that these hominins did not live in
grasslands. Instead, they inhabited
mosaic landscapes, consisting
most likely of a mixture of riparian
forests and woodlands.

Finally, evidence from the only
non-African great ape the orang-
utan suggests bipedalism was an
adaptation to living in trees. It
helped the apes to negotiate flexi-
ble branches high in the tropical
rainforests of southeast Asia. To
further test hypotheses about how
hominins may have foraged and
moved in a mosaic habitat and
whether this habitat pushed them
to evolve towards living on the
ground and walking on two legs
we investigated the behaviour of
wild chimpanzees in a savanna
mosaic in the Issa valley in
Tanzania.

IIssssaa  cchhiimmppaannzzeeeess
Issa chimpanzees live in an envi-

ronment dominated by woodland.
It is interspersed with grasslands,
rocky outcrops and forests along-
side streams. We followed chim-
panzees for 15 months, collecting
data every two minutes on an indi-
vidual's positional behaviour, the
vegetation type they were in (for-
est, woodland), and what they
were doing (foraging, resting,
grooming and so on).

We expected that chimpanzees
would spend more time on the
ground and standing or moving up-
right in open vegetation like wood-
lands where they cannot easily
travel via the tree canopy. We
thought they would be more ter-
restrial overall compared with
their forest-dwelling cousins in
other parts of Africa. We found
that Issa chimpanzees do indeed
spend more time on the ground in
woodlands than in forests. But
they were not more terrestrial
than other (forested) communi-
ties. In short, it is not a simple rule
of fewer trees leads to more time
on the ground.

It's not clear why Issa chim-
panzees spent so little time on the
ground. It could be that they spend
more time within feeding trees due
to tougher foods that may take
longer to process than those found
in the forests. Alternatively, they
could be staying out of the reach of
Issa's many predators, including
wild dogs, hyenas, and lions. We
don't yet know what is driving Issa
chimpanzees into the trees. Our

findings also suggest a decoupling
between terrestial activity and
bipedalism. Over 85% of bipedal
events were when chimpanzees
were in trees (mostly feeding), not
on the ground, similar to what was
described for orangutans. Our data
from Issa do not support the view
that bipedalism evolved as a ter-
restrial behaviour, especially in
more open habitats.

WWhhyy  iitt  mmaatttteerrss
Our study represents the first

test in a living ape of the long-
held hypothesis that cool, dry and
open environments during a criti-
cal junction in human evolution
catalysed the evolution of terres-
trial bipedalism. Issa allows us to
study ape-habitat interactions as
they might have been millions of
years ago. Hominins may not
have responded to a mosaic land-
scape in exactly the same way as
today's chimpanzees do. But the
way savanna chimpanzees move
around and hold their bodies sup-
ports the idea that early hominin
bipedalism evolved in the trees,
not on the ground. 

Why humans walk on two legs
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A close look at chimpanzees puts some old theories to the test
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Purbanchal Cement
Kolkata: Assam-
based Purvanchal
Cement has ear-
marked Rs 200 crore
for acquisition and ex-
pansion over the next
few years, including
foraying into markets
outside the northeast-
ern region like West
Bengal, a senior offi-
cial said. The Maithon
Group company has at
present a 0.5-million
tonne capacity plant
near Guwahati. "We
are evaluating be-
tween brownfield ex-
pansion and acquisi-
tion preferably with
mine rights in the
northern part of
Assam," Purbanchal
Cement MD Vedant
Agarwal said.

IIFCL 
New Delhi: State-
owned IIFCL has
sanctioned Rs 8,244
crore loans to about 20
projects to help add
836 million tonnes per
annum (MTPA) of
ports capacity, which
is one-fourth of
India's total cargo vol-
umes, a top company
official said. India's
total port capacity is
about 2,600 MTPA. Of
this, 12 major ports'
cargo handling capac-
ity stood at 1,598
MTPA as of March
2022. India
Infrastructure
Finance Company Ltd
(IIFCL) has has been
extending its finan-
cial support to many
strategic port proj-
ects, including the
Paradip Port, Essar
Vizag port, Tuticorin,
Krishnapatnam,
Karaikal.

Zippo 
New Delhi: Iconic
windproof lighter
maker Zippo
Manufacturing
Company is targeting
nearly 50 per cent
growth in sales in
India for 2023 and ex-
pects to continue
strong double-digit
growth over the next
five years, said a com-
pany official. The com-
pany gets around 60-70
per cent of sales from
e-commerce channels
in India and is also ex-
panding its presence
in offline channels,
where it expects faster
growth in 2023, said
Zippo Global
Marketing Associate
Vice President Lucas
Johnson.

Henkel
New Delhi: German
consumer goods firm
Henkel, which has re-
entered the consumer
market in India after
around a decade, is bet-
ting on the beauty seg-
ment in which it is
working to build a ho-
listic hair solutions
portfolio, a company of-
ficial said. With the
consolidation of its
consumer business at
the global level, led by a
successful merger of
beauty care, laundry
and home divisions,
Henkel foresees a pow-
erhouse of internation-
al bestsellers hitting
the Indian market, said
Kartik Kaushik,
Country Head-Henkel
Consumer Brands,
India and South Asia
Export.

Fire-Boltt 
New Delhi: Wearable
and audio devices
maker Fire-Boltt ex-
pects around five
times growth in busi-
ness to Rs 2,400 crore
this fiscal with its
plans to enhance
brand loyalty of cus-
tomers and offer spe-
cialised features for
sports, fitness and
healthcare, a top offi-
cial of the company
said.

CHENNAI HERITAGE AUTO SHOW

Visitors at the 'Chennai Heritage Auto Show 2022’, organised by Madras Heritage
Motoring Club, in Chennai, Sunday, Dec. 18.

Chennai, Dec 18 (PTI):

The Centre is commit-
ted to improve trade facili-
tation for every stakehold-
er, including Customs
Department personnel
and those involved in the
trading communities, said
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman here
on Sunday.

Beyond construction of
a new building, these days
emphasis is also given on
how energy-efficient the
buildings would be so that
there is no pollution or dis-
turbance to anyone, she
said at an event here.

"I am extremely happy
to lay the foundation stone
for new office complex
'Vaigai' which is aptly
named and actually comes
out of the commitment
that the nation has made
to improve trade facilita-
tion", Sitharaman said at
the foundation stone-lay-
ing ceremony of new of-
fice complex 'Vaigai' at
Customs House here.

"There was a time when

we thought that we have to
build office space based on
officers, staff and require-
ments. These days, it is
also looking at how green
our buildings are going to
be, and how energy-effi-
cient these buildings will

be," she said.
"In trade facilitation,

the country actually
stands to benefit from and
also to set standards on
the way in which we have
our Customs or tax offi-
cials and their work-

places," she said. Hailing
that the proposed building
being set up at a cost of Rs
92 crore would accommo-
date 11 partnership agen-
cies of Customs
Department, she said the
building would set a stan-

dard in the way it is being
constructed. "Today facili-
tating import-export
agents, women officers
and their children are all
taken into consideration
when we build our of-
fices," she said.

According to the offi-
cials, the new building
would also have a refresh-
ment area for women em-
ployees and also a creche.

Sitharaman hailed the
'facelift' given to the exist-
ing over century-old build-
ings of the Customs
Department and said it
was thoughtfully done and
drives inspiration from
the Centre's 'Swachch
Bharat' campaign.

"Polishing those credi-
ble awards won by the
Customs Department and
giving them the due shine
is very symbolic and also
indicative to what extent
minute planning has hap-
pened so that the old build-
ing is also more workable
and gives the ambience
that is required for every-
body working," she said.

Country committed to improve trade

facilitation: Nirmala Sitharaman

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with CBIC Chairman Vivek Johri during the foundation stone
laying ceremony of a new office complex of Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), at
Customs House in Chennai, Sunday, Dec. 18.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance will
rival FMCG food businesses
of ITC, Tata Consumer
Products Ltd and Adani
Wilmar with launch of
brand 'Independence' for sta-
ples, processed foods, bever-
ages and other daily essen-
tials,analysts said.

Reliance Consumer
Products Ltd (RCPL), the
newly set up FMCG arm of
Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd
(RRVL) last week made a
foray into staples with
launch of brand
Independence in line with
announcement Ambani had
made at the company's annu-
al shareholder meeting earli-
er this year. RRVL is a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of
Reliance Industries Ltd
(RIL). The launch is only in
Gujarat, possibly on a pilot
testing basis, and has indicat-
ed that products would be af-
fordably priced. Post develop-
ment of the brand, it will be
rolled out nationally. It will be
"competing with Adani
Wilmar in edible oil, grains
and pulses; Patanjali Foods
in biscuits, edible oil, pack-

aged atta; Parle and
Britannia in biscuits; Tata
Consumer in pulses, pack-
aged water; and ITC in pack-
aged atta, biscuits," broker-
age Nomura said.
Independence line of prod-
ucts will be available on the
Jio Mart app and Reliance re-
tail stores currently. In com-
ing months, the distribution
is to be extended to FMCG re-
tailers (kirana stores). The
categories include biscuits,
packaged water, edible oil,
packaged atta (wheat flour),
besan (gram flour), pulses,
grains and sugar. "RCPL is a
newly-incorporated compa-
ny despite RRVL already hav-
ing a range of private-label
brands which are sold across
its 2,460 brick and mortar
grocery stores and Jio Mart
app which reaches 2 million
merchant partners/kirana
stores across 260 cities,"
Nomura said. "We note it also
incorporated another compa-
ny (Reliance Beauty and
Personal Care Ltd) on
November 28, 2022. We be-
lieve RIL is incubating newer
separate companies with the
idea of listing them over the
medium term and unlocking
value."

Ambani to take on ITC,
Patanjali, Tata, Adani with

FMCG brand ‘Independence’

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Coal is dirty -- it makes
up for 40 per cent of carbon
dioxide emissions from fos-
sil fuels, its mining wreaks
havoc on the environment
and burning it produces
pollutants like mercury
which are linked to acid
rain and particulate matter
that causes respiratory ill-
nesses. But the war in
Ukraine has caused a mini-
energy crisis globally,
pushing its use to record
levels this year.

And India, the world's
third largest energy con-
sumer, was at the forefront
of the global rise in coal
usage as it fell back on the
easiest available fossil fuel

in the face of a surge in oil
and gas prices that threat-
ened to derail the economic
recovery from the pandem-

ic. The trends of coal con-
sumption and production
this year indicate that the
dirty fuel is here to stay de-
spite the nation's ambi-
tious target of meeting 50
per cent of energy require-
ments from renewable en-
ergy and non-fossil fuel ca-
pacity of 500 GW by 2030.

India's coal consumption
has doubled since 2007 at
an annual growth rate of 6
per cent and the
International Energy
Agency (IEA) estimates
that the largest increase in
the fuel's demand globally
this year was from India (7
per cent or an addition of
70 million tonnes). This on
top of a 14 per cent re-
bound in 2021, and 1,033

million tonnes consump-
tion in 2022.

Speaking to PTI, Coal
and Mines Minister
Pralhad Joshi unveiled the
plans for the next year and
said the coal output of one
billion tonnes will come
from different sources
which consist of state-
owned CIL, commercial
mines and captive coal
blocks.

"We want to see that
there is highest production
and dispatch as far as coal
is concerned. The entire
coal production in the
country will be one billion
tonnes," Joshi said. Coal
India (CIL) accounts for
over 80 per cent of domes-
tic coal output.

Coal is here to stay despite India’s
ambitious renewable energy goals

Coal and Mines Minister Pralhad
Joshi unveiled the plans for the

next year and said the coal output
of one billion tonnes will come

from different sources which con-
sist of state-owned CIL, commer-

cial mines and captive coal blocks.

Bhopal, Dec 18: 

Bandhan Bank, one of the
fastest-growing banks in the
country, has opened its Retail
Asset Centre in Raipur. The
Raipur centre is located on the
Shankar Nagar Pandri Road,
Opposite-Crystal Arcade. The
Bank plans to open total 48
Asset Centres across the coun-
try in the current financial
year.
The asset centre is equipped
to cater to the loan require-
ments of the existing cus-
tomers of Chhattisgarh, as
well as other New-to-Bank
customers. This is a spe-
cialised centre for processing
of loans and will house office
of the various asset vertical
staff of the Bank. At these
asset centres, any customer
looking for loans from the
Bank may walk into the asset

centre, enquire about loans
and also deposit EMIs for any
existing loans with Bandhan
Bank. The asset centre will
work with the credit process-
ing, legal, valuation and other
relevant agencies as part of
the loan sanctioning process.
This centre will also help
channel partners get better
collaboration from the Bank.
Chandra Shekhar Ghosh, MD &
CEO, Bandhan Bank said, “The
Bank is on its journey to diver-
sify its assets portfolio and
asset centres will play a criti-
cal role in the same. We are
also looking at growing the
current products as well as
introducing new products in
the retail asset range. The
Bank is expanding its exposure
geographically and planning to
open more than 550 new
branches across India, within
the current fiscal.”

Bandhan Bank strengthens
presence  with Asset Centre

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Jindal Steel and Power
Limited (JSPL) will spend
Rs 7,930 crore under the
PLI scheme for specialty
steel to manufacture eight
types of high-end alloy in
the country, its Managing
Director Bimlendra Jha
said.

JSPL is one of the qual-
ifiers of the government's
production linked incen-
tive (PLI) scheme which
aims to increase the out-
put of value-added steel
using new age technolo-
gies in the domestic steel
sector. On December 9, the
government announced
the selection of 67 entries
with an investment poten-
tial of Rs 42,500 crore
under the scheme. The

proposed investments are
expected to generate
70,000 job opportunities
and add 26 million tonnes
of speciality steel capaci-
ty in the country.

When asked about the
share of JSPL in the said
investment amount, Jha
replied, "Our commit-
ment to the PLI scheme
(for specialty steel) will be
around Rs 7,930 crore."

JSPL through sub-
sidiary company Jindal
Steel Odisha has submit-

ted the highest number of
entries to manufacture
eight types of specialty
steel products, he told
PTI.

Sharing the details of
the grades, Jha said the
company will make "HR
coil, sheets and plates API
GR which find application
in sectors like oil and
gas". The high tensile
sheets which the compa-
ny would be manufactur-
ing under the PLI scheme
are used in structural
grade fabrication and au-
tomobile industry, he
said. Grades like auto-GR
steel AHSS and cold rolled
and coated products are
used by the auto sector,
while the tin mill products
are used in tin and food
processing industry.

JSPL to invest Rs 7,930 crore under the PLI
scheme for specialty steel: MD Bimlendra Jha

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

BMW Motorrad, the two
wheeler division of the
German luxury car maker,
expects sales to grown in
double digits next year as
well as it remains bullish
on the long term growth
prospects of the country.

The company, which
sells a range of motorcy-
cles in the country, is look-
ing to cross the 7,000 unit
sales mark this year.

With sales volume this
year till November having
already crossed the 6,000
units mark, a growth of
around 40 per cent as com-
pared to same period last

year, BMW Motorrad
India has for the first time
entered the top ten mar-
kets for the brand globally.
The company had sold
5,191 units in the country
last year. "I am absolutely
certain of that," BMW
Motorrad Head of Region
Asia, China, Pacific &
Africa Markus Mueller-
Zambre told PTI when

asked if the company
would be able to achieve
double digit volume
growth in 2023. In order to
continue with sustainable
growth in the market, the
company has realigned its
strategy a bit to reflect on
the measures it needs to
take to keep momentum
growing in the country, he
added.

BMW Motorrad India expects
sales momentum to continue
̈ Eyes double-digit

growth next year

High taxation rates
crippling liquor

trade: ISWAI
Kolkata, Dec 18 (PTI):

High rates of taxation are crip-
pling the alcoholic beverages
(alcobev) sector and threatening
the future of the liquor industry
in the country, the International
Spirits & Wines Association of
India (ISWAI) said. ISWAI, the
apex body of the premium
alcobev industry in the country,
said that taxes account for 67 to
80 per cent of the product
prices, leaving little for the trade
to sustain and manage opera-
tions. "The Indian alcobev indus-
try is in deep crisis due to infla-
tion on one hand and high taxa-
tion rates. In this context, it is
needed to decrease taxes and
raise product prices for the sec-
tor to sustain," ISWAI CEO Nita
Kapoor said. Unlike other indus-
tries, the liquor industry does
not have the freedom to price
the products, Kapoor said.

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

Meltdown in shares of
Dalal Street debutants
and volatility triggered by
geopolitical tensions
soured the sentiments for
the primary markets,
with fund mobilisation
through IPOs halving to
nearly Rs 57,000 crore in
2022 and the New Year is
expected to be even qui-
eter.

The overall collection
would have been much
lower had it not been for
the Rs 20,557-crore LIC
public offer, which consti-
tutes as much as 35 per
cent of the total amount
raised during the year.

Investors remained jit-
tery throughout 2022 on

recessionary fears and
rising interest rates amid
soaring inflation.

"The year 2023 will be
tough, with growth slow-
ing down globally, we are
bound to see some reper-
cussions in India. I expect
a slower or quieter mar-
ket in 2023, and I suspect
money garnered through
IPOs next year will be
lower than or on the same
level as 2022," said Nikhil
Kamath, co-founder of
True Beacon and
Zerodha.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services, also
believes that the total size
of IPOs in 2023 will be
muted in anticipation of a
volatile stock market.

IPOs in 2022: Fund mobilisation
halves to Rs 57k cr; new year

may be even quieter

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

The Indian automobile
industry is setting out on
a journey with hopes for a
sustained growth momen-
tum in 2023 and further
embracing clean technol-
ogy amid the lurking
speed breakers of rising
interest rates and cost in-
creases due to new emis-
sion and safety norms,
having witnessed a strong
comeback from the
COVID-led downturn this
year.

While the passenger ve-
hicles (PV) segment is set
for record sales in 2022 de-
spite the lingering effects
of supply chain con-
straints and semiconduc-
tor shortages, the two-
wheeler space is yet to see
sustained sales buoyancy

after having suffered for
most of the year.
According to industry es-
timates, PV sales can
reach around 38 lakh
units this year.

The three-wheelers and
commercial vehicles seg-
ments have also wit-
nessed good growth in
2022 compared to 2021, al-
beit on a low base of last
year, which was affected
by the second wave of
COVID-19 and manufac-
turers will be keen to
carry forward the mo-
mentum to the new year.

As per industry ob-
servers, 2023 will also see
acceleration in adoption
of electric vehicles, which
has already started taking
root in 2022, especially in
the two-wheelers seg-
ment.

Auto industry looks to sustain
growth momentum in 2023

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI):

The government plans to put on
sale next month six mineral
blocks in the states of Odisha
and Rajasthan. Of these six
blocks to be auctioned, three
are bauxite mines and three are
limestone blocks. The three
bauxite blocks -- Ballada,
Kutrumali and Sijimali -- and
two limestone mines --
Garramura and Uskalabgu -- in
Odisha are virgin blocks,
according to a latest report by
the mines ministry.
The remaining mine is Nimana-
Duniya limestone block in Kota,
Rajasthan. The notice inviting
tender for all the six blocks was
floated in the month of
November. Since the amend-
ment to MMDR Act, 1957 in
2015, a total of 216 mineral
blocks have been auctioned till
November 30 across 10 states.

Govt plans to 
auction 6 mineral
blocks in January

Sushmita Mukherjee to be
seen in a quirky character 

S
tar Bharat is all
set to amuse its
viewers with a

full packed entertain-
ing serial which will

soon go on air by the
end of January 2023.

The new show will be pro-
duced under the banner of
Farm Film Productions.
The show's creators have
cast versatile and seasoned
performer Sushmita
Mukherjee in a crucial role.
Sushmita Mukherjee has
appeared in numerous
films and television shows;
her most recent appearance
was in a family drama.
Sushmita Mukherjee is a
prominent name in the in-
dustry. Known for her ver-
satility, she has been part of

the industry for more than
3 decades. The actor will be
soon seen on Star Bharat
which will be her first ap-
pearance and association
with the channel. The show
is said to be a dramedy

which will leave no stone
unturned to entertain the
viewers. Sushmita
Mukherjee will be seen in a
quirky character which
will leave the audience in
surprise. Other leads of the
show are yet to be con-
firmed by the creators. The
yet untitled show is said to
go on air by January.

Sushmita will be seen on
Star Bharat for the first
time with her new unusual
character. The show name
is yet to be finalized but it’s
reported that the show will
be based out of Banaras
and as per the creator the
idea behind the show is to
present some light drama
and comedy packed enter-
tainment to its viewers.

B
ollywood livewire
star Ranveer Singh
hilariously moon-

walked into the comment
section during his ac-
tress-wife Deepika
Padukone's live chat on
social media and
dropped a hilarious
comment. The star cou-
ple are known for their

open public dis-
play of affec-
tion. However,
this time it
was Ranveer

who took the
cake for showing

love.

Deepika was doing a
live session on Instagram
on Friday and Ranveer
went right into her com-
ment section and said
that he wants her to put
moisturiser with her soft
hands on his face.

Deepika was doing the
session for her skincare
product and was explain-
ing the features of the it.

He wrote: 'Wah Wah,
humei bhi interest hai
skincare mein."

And added: 'Hum bhi
chehre pe moisturiser la-
gate hain, thoda maintain
karna acchi baat hai.'

Chitrangda begins shooting
for her Indo-Italian film with
Marco Leonardi

A
ctress Chitrangda Singh, who is known
for films like 'Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi',
'Yeh Saali Zindagi', 'Baazaar' and 'Modern

Love Mumbai', is playing the lead role in Goutam
Ghose's next Indo-Italian yet-to-be-titled film, which
also stars Italian actor Marco Leonardi, known for
his work in the acclaimed movie 'Cinema Paradiso'.

The film is being made in English, Hindi, and
partly in Italian with its story revolving around
issues of human displacement, through the
story of a couple and their child. The first look
of the film has been released and it shows the
actress in a de-glam look. Donning a plain or-
ange saree and minimalist make-up, Chitra
looks sharp and beautiful.

The official statement from the production
house Life Journey Films Production LLP stated,
"Chitrangda is that rare combination of beauty with tal-
ent. She has proved her mettle as an actress. We are
thrilled to work with her. The role is quite challenging
but we are confident that Chitrangda will bring a
unique singularity to the role."

The film's shooting had started back in 2019
but had a major setback due to the pan-
demic. The team has resumed work
now and a major portion of the
shoot is scheduled for Mumbai
and Jabalpur.

The film's script has been
written by Goutam Ghose
and Jagannath Guha, along
with two Italian scriptwriters
Amedeo Paganini and Sergio Scapagnini.

ACROSS

1. Apple drink

6. Of sound mind

10. Drinks daintily

14. Out of the way

15. Before long

16. At rest

17. ____ vision

19. ____ between the lines

20. Small sofa

21. Slim

23. ____ standstill (2 wds.)

24. Precinct

26. Add spices

28. Maker

32. Over

33. Boys

34. Birds' abodes

36. Wooden fasteners

40. Fighter pilots

41. Puma, e.g.

42. Fashion magazine

43. Diner list

44. Water mammal

46. Baldwin or Guinness

47. Wrestling pads

49. Watertight coating

51. Gobi, for one

54. Pierce

55. Knock

56. Leonardo's "____ Lisa"

58. Zany

63. Guitarist ____ Clapton

65. Italian vegetable soup

67. Chorus voice

68. Initial bet

69. Merits

70. Tinted

71. Within earshot

72. ____ potato

DOWN

1. Bottle tops

2. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)

3. Earth

4. Rework proofs

5. Do again

6. Compass point (abbr.)

7. Major artery

8. Ark's captain

9. Signs up

10. Mister

11. Thoughts

12. Greek philosopher

13. Car style

18. Long-legged bird

22. New (prefix)

25. Constructs

27. Attraction

28. Mollusk
29. Marathon, e.g.
30. Biblical locale
31. Take for granted
32. Verify
35. Rested
37. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald
38. Narrow valley
39. Religious group
44. Footstool
45. Paper quantities
48. Sleeve
50. Lessens
51. Great fear
52. Ahead of time
53. Grudge
54. Yule visitor
57. Three squared
59. Deadlock
60. Apple part
61. Prince Charles's sister
62. Irritant
64. Atlantic fish
66. Poet's always
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Patience
Personified:
Yash obliges

700 fans
with 

individual
selfies

Pan-India super star Yash
who proved his mettle at

the box office is also known
for his love and affection for
fans. Recently, he proved yet
again that he's a sovereign
when it comes to winning
hearts.
At an event, Yash clicked self-
ies/pictures with more than
700 fans present. The organis-
ers of the event suggested
that it may be a good idea to
shoot group pictures, but the
star disagreed and opted to
click a picture with each one
of the fans present in the
event.
This warm yet huge gesture
took another one hour for the
event to actually get over.
The kind and warm act of
Yash was hugely appreciated
by his fans in Bangalore who
came from far off distances to
catch a glimpse of him.
The event speaks volumes
about Yash who doesn't take
his stardom for granted. The
actor who comes from humble
background, is a self-made
star who despite the massive
stardom, chooses to remain
grounded.

P
op singer Kylie Minogue
has teased details of her up-
coming 16th studio album,

and fans won't have too long to
wait to hear her new tunes.

The 54-year-old eternal singer
has been busy in the studio,
with reports back in
September, suggest-
ing she has been
playing her efforts to
record label bosses ahead
of a release, reports 'The
Mirror'.

Now fresh details suggest
some 'old' tracks will

be included on
the new

record as
Kylie

plans to in-
clude a couple of
tracks from her 2020
record- making Number 1 album
'Disco'. The rationale is that Kylie
wants to give some of the previ-
ously re-released tracks more
time in the spotlight -- and that
she will then showcase them
while on tour.

The singer herself told
The Sun, quoted by 'The

Mirror': "Because I didn't get to
tour 'Disco', I will be putting a
number of disco tracks in there. I
hope people love it. So far, I'm re-
ally touched by the engagement
or re-engagement of Disco."

It is implied Kylie will be kick-
ing off 2023 by unleashing a

brand new single early in the
new year, with her new
album due for release a few
months later.

While a full-scale UK
arena tour is also on the
cards, which will see the su-

perstar take to the
stage for the

first time in
four years.

S h e

previously said of returning to
the stage: "I'm dreaming of doing
dates." "We are inching closer to
doing something like that.
Patience. I can't wait. Keep
your disco outfit not too far
away." 'The Mirror' further
says that the promise of
new music and live
dates comes after it
was suggested that
Kylie could soon
be heading to Las
Vegas to head up a
residency. She

would follow in the footsteps of
icons, including

Celine Dion and
Mariah Carey to
present a series
of performanc-

es from Sin
City.

Kylie Minogue teases upcoming
16th album and ‘dream’ arena tour

R
eena Kapoor is currently
seen in in Star Bharat's new
serial “Aashao Ka Savera

…Dheere Dheere Se. Reena Kapoor
who is a versatile actor has made
her appearance in many renown
shows. She is seen playing a lead
character as ‘Bhavna's who is a
widow. Reena Kapoor talking about
the character in the show speaks
about the ideal kind of role she
would like to play in future.

Reena Kapoor sharing her
thoughts says,” My dream role
would be like Sivagami from
Bahubali because possess the char-
acteristics of a powerful, honor-
able, and intelligent lady who is
strong and stands up for her beliefs.
She has unparalleled, overpower-
ing strength that epitomizes
woman power. In contrast to
Bhavna, the character I portray in
‘Aashao Ka Savera... Dheere Dheere
Se’ who experiences problems after
losing her husband since she also
loses her identity and how society

perceives women like her. As a re-
sult, both genres place an equal em-
phasis on women, but Sivagami's
role empowers women, setting a
standard for audiences. Well, I sure-
ly hope that I can convey the mes-
sage to the audience through my
role. Since the serial's concept re-
lates to many women in our society,
I hope the audience loves the show
and relates with my character.”

At the core of the plot are the two
antagonistic characters Bhavna
and Raghav, who are alternately
represented by Reena Kapoor and
Rahil Azam. But destiny unites
them, giving their relationship a
second shot.

Stay tuned to watch “Aashao Ka
Savera..Dheere Dheere Se premier-
ing tonight at 9:30 pm  only on Star
Bharat.

‘Sivgami from Bahubali would be my ideal role’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s period
drama ‘Punyashlok

Ahilyabai’, has been
adored by fans of all ages
for its captivating narra-
tive on the honourable
life of Queen Ahilyabai
Holkar. The story depicts
the noble work of
Ahilyabai, a woman
ahead of her time who
challenged the pre-de-
fined societal norms and
made positive contribu-
tions for the welfare of
the people, with the sup-
port of her father-in-law,
Malhar Rao Holkar. With
the on-going track high-
lighting the issue of
‘Sati’, the show unfolds
another crucial chapter
of Ahilyabai Holkar’s life
after the unfortunate
death of Khanderao
Holkar.

Ahilyabai has always
been renowned for her
numerous accomplish-
ments, with the abolition
of Sati practice being one
of them. When
Khanderao was martyred
in the battle of Kumher,
Ahilyabai gave up all de-
sires of life and decided
to perform Sati to accom-
pany her husband at his
funeral pyre. Malhar Rao
Holkar had always been
the strongest pillar of
support for Ahilya and an
open-minded person who
didn’t believe the ortho-
dox beliefs and traditions.
What stopped Ahilya
from entering the pyre
with Khanderao was a

tap on her back by
Malhar Rao who refused
to let it happen as accord-
ing to Malhar Rao, Ahilya
was the only potential
one who could take care
of the darbar and every-
one else. After the demise
of his son Khanderao,
Malhar couldn’t afford to
lose Ahliyabai hence
stood by her side like al-
ways and talked her out
of it.

Talking about the track
Rajesh Shringarpure
said, “In those days, espe-
cially when Sati was such
a huge practice believed
in orthodox circles, what
Malhar Rao did was not
only commendable but
also something which
makes us proud. The con-
cept of Feminism was not
even there in those days
and yet, this gesture
shows that the thought of
equality between man
and woman could have
been historically present
in the minds of people.

Rajesh Shringarpure
expresses his view
about ‘Sati’ track

Ranveer gets sassy with wife
Deepika over live session
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Al Rayyan, Dec 18 (AP):

Luka Modric led Croatia
to third place in what was
likely the midfield great's
last appearance at the
World Cup. The runners-
up from four years ago se-
cured another medal by
beating Morocco 2-1 in the
third-place match on
Saturday. Mislav Orsic
scored the decisive goal
shortly before halftime at
Khalifa International
Stadium to ensure Modric
finished on a winning
note, if this does turn out
to be his last World Cup
match.

At the age of 37, that
seems likely, even if there
are hopes he will lead his
country at the 2024
European Championship.
Josko Gvardiol put
Croatia ahead in the sev-
enth minute, but Achraf
Dari evened the score in
the ninth. It is the second
time Croatia has taken
third place. The team also
achieved that feat in its
first World Cup as an inde-
pendent nation 1998.

After becoming the first
African team to reach the
World Cup semifinals,
Morocco's tournament
ended in two losses. But
the team's achievements
in Qatar will be remem-

bered for the outpouring of
pride among Arab nations.

The World Cup final be-
tween defending champi-
on France and Argentina
is scheduled for Sunday at
Lusail Stadium.

The third-place match is
considered by some to be a
meaningless exhibition.
Even Morocco coach
Walid Regragui described
it as a "booby prize" in the
buildup. But neither team
lacked motivation in a
fiercely contested game be-
tween two nations that few
expected to go so far.

That was underlined by

a host of players needing
to be substituted because
of injury in the second
half as Morocco pushed
for an equalizer.

The teams had already
played out 0-0 draw in the
group stage and had made
to the semifinals on the
back of tough defenses,
with a combined six
shutouts. Goals weren't a
problem this time.

Perhaps that was be-
cause of the relative free-
dom of playing in a game
with supposedly little at
stake. Another factor for
Morocco, at least, was the

absence of three key de-
fenders, Romain Saiss,
Nayef Aguerd and
Noussair Mazraoui.

The impact of those ab-
sences was felt when
Croatia took the lead off
Gvardiol's diving header.
In a slick move, Ivan
Perisic flicked a free kick
into the middle of the
penalty box and the center
back did the rest.

Morocco responded two
minutes later when Lovro
Majer inadvertently
helped on Hakim Ziyech's
free kick and Dari headed
in to even the score.

Chattogram, Dec 18 (PTI):

Wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav registered his ca-
reer-best match figures as
India quickly wrapped up
Bangladesh's second in-
nings for a comprehen-
sive 188-run win in the
opening Test, here
Sunday.

Needing four wickets to
pocket the win, India fin-
ished the job in 11.2 overs,
bowling the hosts out for
324 after the hosts began
at overnight score of 276
for six.

Left-arm wrist spinner
Kuldeep scalped two of
the remaining four bat-
ters while Mohammed
Siraj and Axar Patel took
one wicket each.

Kuldeep, who cherished
an impressive five-wicket
haul in the first innings,
added three more wickets
in the second Bangladesh
innings to finish with
match figures of 8 for 113.

"I love bowling with
Kookaburra balls, it gives
me better grip and con-
trol, compared to the SG
ball," said Kuldeep after
the win.

"If I were not playing
cricket, it would have
been very challenging but
I have played a lot of
white-ball matches. I have
played IPL and with red

ball India A matched, so
my rhythm was set. "I

could bowl with aggres-
sive approach and in this

rhythm, you need to make
extra effort and it takes a
toll on body," he said.

"I like playing all for-
mats of cricket for India,
nothing matches that
pride. When I don't play I
keep training so that the
confidence remains intact
in matched but I stay re-
laxed," he added.

Kuldeep was ably sup-
ported by left-arm spinner
Patel, who finished with
figures of 4 for 77 in the
second innings.

With this win, India
have climbed to the third
place in the World Test
Championship points
table, pushing Sri Lanka
to the fourth position.

India now have 87
points with 55.77 percent-
age (PCT) while Sri Lanka
have 64 points and 53.33
PCT. Australia lead the
table with 75 PCT and are
followed by South Africa
(60 PCT).

Resuming at the
overnight score of 276 for
6, Bangladesh skipper
Shakib-Al-Hasan came all
out attacking, knowing
very well it would not be
easy to just survive the
whole day.

He went for his shots to
score 84, studded with six
fours and as many hits
over the fence in his 108-
ball stay.

Dominant India rout
Bangladesh in first Test

India's Kuldeep Yadav poses for a photo with the “Man of the
Match “ trophy during the fifth day of the first cricket Test match
between Bangladesh and India at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong on December 18.

Croatia beats Morocco 2-1 to
take 3rd place at World Cup

Karachi, Dec 18:

Harry Brook made the
third hundred of his ex-
traordinary series as
England took a 50-run
first-innings lead as they
were bowled out for 304
runs on the second day of
their third and final Test
against Pakistan.
Nauman Ali and Abrar
Ahmed shared eight
wickets between them
but were made to toil on
a slow, dry pitch, bowling
64.4 out of the 81.4 overs
in England's innings.

Pakistan's openers,
Abdullah Shafique and
Shan Masood, had cut
the deficit to 29 runs by
the close, seeing out nine
overs of spin. On
Monday, they will look to
set England a challeng-
ing fourth-innings target
as they attempt to avoid
being whitewashed on
home soil for the first
time.

Brook reached three
figures in the afternoon
session with a back-foot
punch through the cov-
ers off Abrar, prompting
a standing ovation from

Karachi's National
Stadium and the

England balcony. He
added 117 in a vital sixth-

wicket stand with Ben
Foakes, who made a
watchful 64 in his first
innings of the tour.

Brook's afternoon had
started in calamity as he
ran out his captain, Ben
Stokes, in the second
over after lunch.

But Brook pressed on
unfazed, rifling a pull
through the leg side off
Abrar to get his innings
back up and running and
reaching a 73-ball half-
century with a top-edged
sweep. He found an able
partner in Foakes, who
overturned an early deci-
sion that went against
him and calmly rotated
the strike through the af-
ternoon session.

By the second drinks
break, Pakistan had gone
flat in the field and
Brook recognised he had
the opportunity to cash
in. He pumped Abrar
back over his head for a
straight six and looked at
ease against both spin-
ners, reaching a fluent
hundred off 133 balls by
standing tall and crunch-
ing Abrar through extra
cover.

Brook’s third hundred
gives England slender lead

Chattogram, Dec 18 (PTI):

India captain KL Rahul
admitted that his team was
made to really work hard
by Bangladesh to register a
comprehensive 188-run
win in the first Test of the
two-match series here on
Sunday.

Needing four
Bangladesh wickets on the
final day to take a 1-0 lead
in the series, Indian
wrapped up the match in-
side one hour in the morn-
ing session, bowling out
the hosts for 324 in 113.2
overs. This was after

Bangladesh offered dogged
resistance on the fourth
day morning session on
Saturday with Zakir Hasan
(100) hitting a patient cen-
tury, while Najmul Hossain
Shanto (67) scoring a fifty.

"Hard fought Test
match and we had to re-
ally work hard for this
win. Really happy we
did that," Rahul, who
registered his first Test
win as skipper, said at
the post-match presenta-

tion. "It (the pitch) did flat-
ten out, didn't worry us.
Looked like the batters
were batting comfortably.
Getting runs was hard for
the first three days. The
way their (Bangladesh)
openers batted, we had to
work hard." Rahul said
India wanted to turn
things around after losing
the ODI series 1-2 to
Bangladesh. "We've been
here for a while. The one-
day series, it didn't go as we
wanted. Our intensity was
really high. We know no
victory comes high." The
India skippper lauded his
batting unit, especially
Cheteshwar Pujara,
Shubman Gill, Shreyas
Iyer and Rishabh Pant for
their contributions in the
win.

We’re made to work hard
for this win, says Rahul

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI):

World champions
Australia might have
clinched the five-match T20
International series, but
India skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur on
Saturday counted on the
positives and said her side
put up a strong fight in the
contest.

India threatened to
chase down the stiff target
of 189 with late fireworks
from Harmanpreet and
youngster Richa Ghosh but
only to fall seven run short

in the end.
Australia took an unas-

sailable 3-1 lead heading
into the final match of the
series here on Tuesday. The
series is part of prepara-
tion for both the teams
going into the T20 World
Cup in South Africa in
February. "All the young
girls who got an opportuni-
ty to play against this
Aussie side will take away
the experience. We have
positives even though we
lost the series,"
Harmanpreet, who scored
a 30-ball 46, said at the post-
match presentation cere-
mony. After the skipper got
out, India needed 68 from
34 balls when Richa Ghosh
(40 not out; 19 balls) and
Deepti Sharma (12 not out;
8 balls) revived the chase.
They needed 20 runs from
the last over but the experi-
enced Megan Schutt held
her nerves to seal the win.

"We were in the game
throughout. Just one over
here and there could have
made a difference. If I was
there, things could have
changed but unfortunately
I got out, we still had faith
in Richa and Deepti."

Harmanpreet counts on
positives after losing

series to Australia

Valencia, Dec 18 (PTI):

India clinched the inau-
gural FIH Women's Nation's
Cup title with a 1-0 win over
Spain in the summit clash
here on Saturday. The win
sealed India's berth in the
2023-24 Pro League.

Gurjit Kaur scored the
all-important goal in the
sixth minute from the
penalty corner as the
Commonwealth Games
bronze medalists ended the
eight-nation tournament
with five wins on the trot.

The Janneke Schopman-
coached side had beaten
Ireland 2-1 via shootout in
the semifinals here on
Friday. India were ranked a
spot below Spain (seventh)
in the FIH chart. By virtue
of winning the Nations
Cup, the Indian team has
been promoted to the 2023-24
FIH Hockey Women's Pro
League, a key event ahead of
next year's Asian Games
and 2024 Paris Olympics.

It was Spain who first
earned an early penalty cor-
ner but Indian captain and
goalkeeper Savita Punia
made an excellent save.
India earned their first
penalty corner in the sixth
minute and converted it to
take the lead.

Drag-flicker Gurjit Kaur
sent the ball to the left side
of the Spanish goalkeeper
Clara Perez and managed to
beat her. India played bril-
liantly at the start of the
second quarter.
Lalremsiami earned a PC
for the team but this time
Gurjit could not manage to
beat the goalkeeper with
her drag-flick.

Spain soon regrouped
and made several raids on
the Indian circle before
earning a PC at the halfway
stage of the second quarter.
However, the home side
failed to find the back of the
net as Savita stood tall in
front of the goal. India were
1-0 up at the end of half
time. Spain began the sec-
ond half aggressively in
search of an equaliser and
Savita came off the lines to
make a fine save.

India got a chance to
score their second goal of
the match after they earned
a PC but the Spanish goal-
keeper was alert and dived
to the right of the goalpost

to keep her team in the
game. Spain controlled the
possession brilliantly and
showed excellent ball rota-
tion in India's half and it
nearly paid off when Lucia
Jimenez put the ball in the
back of the net.

However, the goal was dis-
allowed as the ball did not
travel five meters outside
India's circle after the um-
pire gave a free hit to Spain.
The final quarter saw excit-
ing action between both
teams. Spain pressed high
in search of their first goal
and earned a PC 10 minutes
before the full time whistle.

However, the Indian de-
fence stood firm and kept
the ball away from their net.
Salima Tete found herself
in a goal-scoring position in
the opposition half but she
failed to beat Clara Perez
with a tomahawk. Spain,
then, earned a PC late in the
quarter but Savita dived to
her right to make an excel-
lent save. Hockey India an-
nounced Rs 2 lakh for each
player and Rs 1 lakh for
each support staff for win-
ning the tournament.

India down Spain 1-0 to win FIH Women’s Nations Cup
̈ Seal 2023-24 

Pro League berth

Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI):

Describing India as the "spiritual
home of world cricket", star
Australia all-rounder Ellyse Perry
feels the WIPL, which is sched-
uled for March next year, will be
the next frontier for the
women's game. The Women's
IPL (WIPL) is tentatively sched-
uled for March 2023 and the
BCCI had recently floated the
tender to award the tourna-
ment's media rights for the
2023-2027 period. "The
(women's) IPL is going to be
amazing. Tremendously (excited
about it). Next frontier for the
women's game," Perry said after
starring for Australia in their
seven-run win over India in the
fourth women's T20
International here on Saturday.

India is spiritual
home of cricket,

WIPL next frontier
for women’s

game: Ellyse Perry

Brisbane, Dec 18 (AP):

Australia's bowlers
ripped through South
Africa's brittle batting line-
up for the second consecu-
tive day as the hosts
stormed to a six-wicket vic-
tory in the first Test in a
wild opening to the three-
Test series that saw 34

wickets fall inside two
days. On a green, grassy
pitch offering plenty of as-
sistance for bowlers, wick-
ets again tumbled at the
Gabba on Sunday as
Australia was bowled out
for 218 shortly before lunch
on the second day, to take a
66-run lead after the first
innings, before skittling

South Africa's batting line-
up again in the second in-
nings for 99.

Pat Cummins took five
wickets to lead the hosts'
attack, with Scott Boland
and Mitchell Starc claim-
ing two each, with the lat-
ter taking his 300th test
wicket just before lunch.

In keeping with the pat-
tern of the match,
Australia made heavy
work in chasing the mod-
est 34-runs needed for vic-
tory, losing four wickets be-
fore Marnus Labuschagne
and Cameron Green com-
pleted the job on the final
ball of the 8th over.

Kagiso Rabada (4-13)
took all four wickets to fall
in Australia's second in-
nings as the hosts top-
order stumbled, including
David Warner, who was
caught at slip for three
which will further the
speculation on his place in
the team heading into the
Boxing Day Test at
Melbourne.

Cummins, Head, Starc lead
Australia to win inside two days

Australia's Scott Boland (2nd L) celebrates with teammates after
taking the wicket of South Africa's Kyle Verreynne.

Raipur, Dec 18: 

It all started 37 years
back in 1985 when Shiv
Gwalani, a writer by pro-
fession from Raipur along
with his wife and friends
visited Kashmir in 1985
which was at that time a
true paradise on earth.

At Srinagar they met a
taxi driver Shafi
Mohammed Khan and
booked him for 10-12 days
to tour different places in
Kashmir. Accordingly
Shafi took all of them to
different attractive places
and within 8-9 days Shafi
was like a family member
to this party.

Shiv requested him to
take them to their family
and accordingly Shafi in-

vited all of them for a din-
ner at his place. When
Shiv and others reached
Safi’s village they were
surprised to find that the
whole village was waiting
to welcome them and after
spending whole night they
returned to Jammu next
day.

At the end when Shiv
asked Shafi for his
charges, latter refused to
take any money and con-

firmed that how can he
take money from his fami-
ly members. He did not
take money but promised
to keep the bond of friend-
ship.

Even after returning
back to Raipur, Shiv main-
tained his friendship with
Shafi and both remained
in contact through differ-
ent modes of communica-
tions. But after1988 situa-
tion deteriorated in

Kashmir and communica-
tion link broke between
these two friends.

Shafi’s family feel vic-
tim of this situation and
Shiv too was engrossed in
his family affairs. He was
not able to get any trace of
Shafi all these years.

Shiv was picked up by
intelligence department 

In 2016 Shiv met with an
accident and got admitted
in the hospital. While in

hospital he penned down a
book of his memories in
which he included the
story of Shafi too. In
September 2022 when
some people were visiting
Kashmir they asked Shiv
to accompany them and
latter immediately gave
his consent as he thought
to find his friend Shiv
there. On reaching
Kashmir Shiv visited all
those places where Shafi

took him in 1985 and asked
people about Shafi.
Intelligence Department
doubted Shiv’s activities
and took him to their cus-
tody. He was questioned
but later released when
they were satisfied with
his truth. As Shafi was as-
sociated with jewellery
business Shiv met Sharfa
Association members and
narrated them the entire
story. He was carrying his
book ‘Master of Nothings’
in which it was mentioned
about the story of
Kashmir. The association
was surprised but at the
same time happy. They
helped Shiv and within 2-3
hours Shafi could be
traced. They connected
with Shafi over phone but
he was bit frightened as to
who had come to meet
him. When he was con-
firmed that the person on
the other side was Shiv
Gwalani he immediately

took his bullet and came to
meet Shiv.

Story of friendship,
love and promise 

hit headlines
This story of Shiv and

Shafi which is a living ex-
ample of friendship, love
and promise hit the head-
lines of all the newspaper
published from the valley
and it also touched the
heart of former Chief
Minister of Kashmir and
MP Farooq Abdullah.

Former CM to reach
Raipur on Dec 22

MP Farooq Abdullah
was so moved with this
affair of Shiv and Shafi
that he met Shiv and on
latter’s invitation agreed
to visit Raipur. He is
reaching Raipur on
December 22 evening.
When asked, Abdullah
said he is coming to
Raipur to return the love
of people in
Chhattisgarh.

Shiv Gwalani with family members of Shafi Mohammed Khan Shiv Gwalani with former CM of Kashmir. 

̈ True story of
eternal love
and promise

A shepherd guides his sheep during a cold winter day on the outskirts of Srinagar, Sunday. 

New Delhi, Dec 18 (PTI): 

There is no infighting
within the Himachal
Pradesh Congress and the
"conflict" was only for chief
ministership as there were
three-four claimants, newly
sworn-in CM Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has said,
adding if something were
wrong, there would have
been a "Rajasthan-like situ-
ation".

He asserted that no
Congress legislator in the
state would defect to the
BJP and the party's govern-
ment was committed to
work for the people and
would fulfil the promise of
restoring the old pension
scheme for government
employees in the first cabi-
net meeting.

In an exclusive interview
with PTI, Sukhu said, "We
have spoken to the finance
secretary. Under a strategy
we know from where we
have to generate money
and where we have to in-
vest. We have done the
work on introducing the

old pension scheme and we
will introduce it in the first
cabinet meeting."

Asked about the expan-
sion of his cabinet, he said
it will happen soon and de-
nied reports about some
MLAs lobbying for ministe-
rial berths. After the
Congress wrested power
from the BJP in the hill
state winning 40 of the 68
assembly seats, the party
picked Sukhu, 58, as its
chief minister over some
other claimants to the post,
including state party chief
Pratibha Singh and
Mukesh Agnihotri.

Sukhu, a four-time MLA
from Nadaun in Hamirpur
district and the son of a bus
driver, was sworn in as the
chief minister on
December 11. Agnihotri
took oath as the deputy
chief minister. The chief
minister dismissed reports
about infighting within the
Congress state unit, but ad-
mitted that there was jock-
eying for the post of CM.

"Conflict was for post, it's
not party conflict. Three-
four people were willing to
occupy the post of chief
minister. You can see till
now we have not done the
cabinet expansion. If some-

thing were wrong, a
Rajasthan-like situation
would have occurred," he
said.

The Congress govern-
ment in Rajasthan led by
Ashok Gehlot faced a rebel-
lion by his then deputy and
state party president

Sachin Pilot and some
other MLAs in 2020.
Though the Congress man-
aged to defuse the situation
then, the two factions have
been at loggerheads ever
since. Sukhu targeted the
opposition BJP over re-
ports that some Congress

MLAs may join hands with
it. "No Congress member
will defect from the party,"
he asserted. He said the
people of the state voted
against malgovernance of
the BJP. He said the coun-
try is facing various issues
such as unemployment and
inflation but the BJP is try-
ing to divert people's atten-
tion from the core issue by
using various tactics in-
cluding making mockery of
Rahul Gandhi's speech.

He hailed the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra and said the foot
march aims to unite people
and remove hate that is
being spread in society in
the name of religion and
caste. Sukhu credited
Congress workers for the
victory of the party and
praised party leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra for
framing an effective cam-
paigning strategy.

The chief minister said
his government was com-
mitted to work for the wel-
fare of the people and
would fulfil the "10 guaran-
tees" made to the people in
the run-up to the November
12 assembly elections. The
poll results were an-
nounced on December 8.

‘No infighting within Himachal Cong’

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER 19,  2022

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with Goa Governor P.S. Sreedharan Pillai, Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, CDS Gen Anil Chauhan, Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R.
Hari Kumar and other navy officials during the commissioning ceremony of INS
Mormugao at the naval dockyard in Mumbai, Sunday.

COMMISSIONING CEREMONY

COLD WINTER MORNING

̈ ‘Conflict’ was
for CM post

Artist who recreates Kolkata streets
in vibrant colours on canvas

Kolkata, Dec 18 (PTI): 

Kolkata is perceived by
many as a polluted, cacoph-
onous and dull metropolis.
But, from his 2-BHK flat
here, artist Avanish
Trivedi brings out canvas-
es bearing a vibrant, radi-
ant and lively city, which,
according to him, is new
and old at the same time.

To Trivedi, whose ances-
tors came from Gujarat to
the second city' of the
British Empire around 150
years ago, Kolkata has
emotion and stories to tell
and it is those that he tries

to replicate in watercolour.
The works of the 37-year-
old artist feature idle rick-
shaw pullers in the back-
ground of walls with politi-

cal graffiti in a bylane,
busy roads full of people,
crows and trams, and the
Durga puja of Kolkata
which was accorded

UNESCO's intangible cul-
tural heritage of humanity.

"I did not get this vibe in
Delhi, Mumbai or
Varanasi. I tried, but some-
how, those cities never ap-
pealed to me as an artist.
The charm that Calcutta
has, the appeal that
Calcutta has it's like every
frame is ready to be paint-
ed," he told PTI. Trams
which probably exist now
in Kolkata only in entire
Asia - and hand-pulled
rickshaws are Trivedi's
favourite subjects on can-
vas as they take him back
to his childhood.

Noakhali (B’desh), Dec, 18 (PTI): 

Created to heal wounds
of pre-partition riots,
Gandhi Ashram at
Bangladesh's Noakhali still
works to carry forward
Mahatma Gandhi's mission
of peace, social harmony
and rural development, 75
years after it was set up.

Gandhi came to Jayag
here on 29th January, 1947
during his four month stay
at Noakhali from
November 1946 to February
1947, as part of a peace mis-
sion which toured some 47
villages and held prayer
meetings where members
of all communities were in-
vited, to heal the scars of

communal riots which
broke out in that densely
populated district in
October 1946.

The donation of land
and buildings by a rich
barrister Hemanta Kumar
Ghosh in Jayag village en-
abled the leader of India's
struggle for independence,
to set up an ashram trust
which exists till date and
carries out his work of
rural upliftment and build-
ing communal harmony.

"Since Bangladesh came
into being in 1971, this
trust is working with the
people by carrying for-
ward the ideology of com-
munal harmony and peace
and has considerable influ-

ence in greater Noakhali
comprising three districts
of Lakmipur, Feni and
Noakhali", Raha
Nabakumar, the Director
of the Gandhi Ashram
Trust (GAT) told PTI.

After the communal vio-
lence spread in
Bangladesh last year on
October 15 following van-
dalism at a Durga puja
pandal in Comilla district,
a group of people at
Ramganj Upajila
(Subdivision) at Noakhali
district attempted to attack
a Hindu temple which was
stopped by another group
from among the Muslims
of the area, who Raha said
were influenced by Gandhi

ashram's philosophy.
He claimed that since

1994, GAT was successful
in mitigating more than
27,000 cases of domestic vi-
olence and family disputes
through negotiations and
providing legal and finan-
cial support to many
women.

"Actually, people of the
area come to us for solu-
tions in cases of domestic
violence and family prob-
lems instead of going to po-
lice stations or courts and
we try to solve the prob-
lems in our ways," Raha
said adding, "The number
of divorce cases through
Talaq system has reduced
as a result."
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Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

Artist Avanish Trivedi with his works. 

Noakhali's Gandhi Ashram at 75

Still at work to bring peace, rural development

Exhibition tracing dance pioneer 
Astad Deboo’s life comes to close
Mumbai, Dec 18 (PTI): 

A retrospective exhibit
on the life of the late
Contemporary Indian
dancer Astad Deboo was a
great success, says his sis-
ter Gulshan Deboo. Astad
Deboo's family, including
his other sister Kamal
Antia, nephew Xerxes
Antia, who runs 70 Event
Media Group, and his wife
Neha Mitra, came together
to celebrate the artiste's life
through the event.

Titled Breaking
Boundaries', the eight-day
exhibition began on
December 10, his second
death anniversary, and con-
cluded on December 17 at
the Ballard Estate-set cul-

tural centre IFBE here.
"The exhibition was very
well executed and dis-
played at the gallery. A big
thank you to everyone who
made the exhibition a suc-
cess. We got an overwhelm-
ing response from all those
who came to see the exhibi-
tion and saw the perform-
ances.

"It was a labour of love. It
is an emotional journey for
all of us starting from
Shanoo Bhatia and Gary
Grewal with whom he had
discussed the idea of hav-
ing an exhibition before he
passed away," Gulshan
Deboo told PTI. The pro-
gramme was conceived by
the design team at EuMo,
led by Bhatia and Grewal

and curated by Poulomi
Das. Xerxes Antia execut-
ed and installed the exhibi-
tion, which was co-edited
by Mitra. Astad Deboo,
renowned for marrying
Kathak and Kathakali into
a unique form, died at the
age of 73 on December 10,
2020 after a brief illness at
his home here.

He is noted for creating a
modern dance vocabulary
that was uniquely Indian.
Breaking Boundaries' cov-
ered the variety of dance
forms and narratives that
the Padma Shri awardee
embodied through his
work, as well as his associ-
ations and contributions to
contemporary creative
dance.

Gujarat MLAs
take oath

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd,,  DDeecc  1188  ((PPTTII)):: The
newly-elected MLAs of the
Gujarat Legislative Assembly
will take oath on the first day
of the two-day session on
Monday, an official said.
Elections for the post of
Speaker and Deputy Speaker
will be held on Tuesday. 

Protem speaker and sen-
ior-most BJP MLA, Yogesh
Patel, will administer the
oath to the 182 MLAs in the
first session of the 15th
Legislative Assembly in the
state capital Gandhinagar on
Monday, secretary of Gujarat
Assembly, DM Patel told PTI
on Sunday.

On the second day of the
two-day session on Tuesday,
the new members will meet
to elect the Speaker, he said.
As per an official notification
issued by the Assembly
Secretariat, elections for the
posts of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker will be held in the
first half on Tuesday and
other businesses will be
taken up in the second half. 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party, which won the seventh
consecutive term in the state
with a record mandate in re-
cent elections, has declared
Shankar Chaudhary and
Jethabhai Bharwad as candi-
dates for the posts of
Speaker and Deputy Speaker,
respectively.

Telangana Congress
infighting intensifies
HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  DDeecc  1177  ((PPTTII))::  The
intra-party wrangling in
Telangana Congress appears to
have intensified with as many as
13 PCC members submitting
their resignations on Sunday,
protesting the remarks of some
senior leaders that those who
"migrated" to Congress from
other parties got prominence.
The 13 members include, sitting
Congress MLA Danasari Anasuya
(Seethakka) and former legisla-
tor Vem Narendar Reddy. Former
deputy chief minister in undivid-
ed Andhra Pradesh Damodar
Rajanarasimha on Saturday, in an
apparent reference to some of
the former TDP leaders who
joined the Congress, sought to
know what message would it give
to "original Congress activists" if
those who "migrated" to the
Congress from other parties got
prominence.

Friendship bond reunites friends after 37 years


