
Reward 
BBaagghhppaatt:: As the BJP staged
nationwide protests against
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
objectionable remarks on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a local party leader
in Uttar Pradesh on
Saturday said he would
give Rs 2-crore reward to
anyone beheading the
Pakistani foreign minister.

Building fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A 46-year-old
man died and two women
were injured in a fire that
broke out in a building
adjoining a hospital in
suburban Ghatkopar here
on Saturday afternoon,
officials said. After the
fire, 22 patients undergo-
ing treatment in the adja-
cent hospital were shifted
to another medical facili-
ty as a precautionary
measure, they said.

Mishap
SSaammbbhhaall:: A couple appar-
ently died due to suffoca-
tion after leaving a gas
heater on inside their
room while their four-
month-old child was
found in an unconscious
condition, police said here
on Saturday. The
deceased have been iden-
tified as Al Salam (25)
and Meshar Jahan (23),
they said.

Tight security
NNaaggppuurr:: As many as 7,000
police personnel will be
deployed to ensure the
smooth passage of the
winter session of the
Maharashtra legislature
beginning here on Monday,
officials said on Saturday.
Nagpur Police
Commissioner Amitesh
Kumar said the police are
geared up to ensure that
no untoward incident takes
place during the session.

Shot at 
SSaahhaarraannppuurr:: Four motor-
cycle-borne masked mis-
creants shot and injured
two schoolgoing children
here on Saturday, police
said. The incident hap-
pened in an area under
Deoband police station
when Vinay, a class 12
student, and Siddharth, a
class 9 student, were on
their way to school on a
bike, they said.

Overturn
PPrraayyaaggrraajj:: Two school stu-
dents died and 12 more
were injured as a bus over-
turned in a village here,
police said. The students
from a school in Jaunpur
were on a tour of Prayagraj
in the bus when the accident
took place in Bheski village
under the Handia police sta-
tion area, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Ganganagar) Abhishek
Agarwal said.

Gutted
SSuurrii  ((WWBB)):: A vocational
training centre of the
ISKCON was gutted in
West Bengal's Birbhum
district on Saturday, offi-
cials said. No casualty
was reported.
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BRIEF

BJP supporters burn an effigy 
during a protest over Pakistani

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto's
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in Gurugram,

Saturday.
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New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
dismissed a plea filed by
Bilkis Bano seeking a re-
view of its May 13 verdict
by which it had said the
state of Gujarat was the "ap-
propriate government"
competent to examine the
application for the pre-ma-
ture release filed by a con-
vict in the gang-rape and
murder case.

Bano's separate petition
challenging the remission
of the sentences of the 11
convicts by the state govern-
ment is pending before the
Supreme Court. She was
gang-raped and seven mem-
bers of her family were
killed during the 2002
Gujarat riots.

In its May 13 order, the
apex court had asked the
state government to consid-

er the plea of a convict for
pre-mature release in terms
of its policy of July 9, 1992,

which was applicable on the
date of conviction, and de-
cide it within a period of

two months. All the 11 con-
victs were granted remis-
sion by the Gujarat govern-
ment and released on
August 15. Bano's plea seek-
ing review of the May 13
order came up for in-cham-
ber consideration on
December 13 before a bench
of justices Ajay Rastogi and
Vikram Nath.

"In our opinion, there ap-
pears no error apparent on
the face of record, which
may call for review of the
judgment dated May 13, 2022
and as regards the judg-
ments on which the reliance
has been placed, none of the
judgments are of any assis-
tance to the review petition-
er," the bench said in its
order which was uploaded
on the top court website on
Saturday. "In our opinion,
no case for review is made
out. The review petition is
accordingly dismissed," it
said, while also rejecting the
application for listing in the
open court.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The GST Council on
Saturday agreed to decrim-
inalise certain offences and
doubled the threshold for
launching prosecution
under the tax law to Rs 2
crore, but retained the
limit at Rs 1 crore for fake
invoicing.

The Council also clari-
fied on the definition of
SUVs (sports utility vehi-
cles) for levy of 22 per cent
compensation cess and de-
cided to come out with pa-
rameters to define MUVs
(multi utility vehicles).

Briefing reporters after
the 48th GST Council meet-
ing, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
the Council could decide
on only 8 out of the 15 agen-
da items due to paucity of
time, but added that no
new taxes have been

brought in. The agenda
items which could not be
considered included taxa-
tion for pan masala and
gutkha firms and a report
by a Group of Ministers
(GoM) on setting up of ap-
pellate tribunals. The re-
port of another GoM,
chaired by Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma, on GST levy on
online gaming, casinos and
horse racing was also not
part of the agenda for
Saturday's meeting.
Sitharaman said in case of

SUVs, the clarification that
has been given is that the
higher rate of compensa-
tion cess of 22 per cent is
applicable to a motor vehi-
cle fulfilling all four condi-
tions -- it is popularly
known as SUV; has engine
capacity exceeding 1,500cc;
length exceeding 4,000 mm;
has ground clearance of
170 mm and above. "So this
clarification is not new tax,
it's more to say what de-
fines that commodity
which is under taxation as
SUV," the minister said.

Kolkata, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday at a meet-
ing of Eastern Zone
Council indicated to chief
ministers that the states too
share a responsibility along
with the BSF for security in
India's border areas.

Illegal infiltration, trans-
border smuggling and the
vulnerable India-
Bangladesh boundary were
among subjects discussed
at the 25th Eastern Zonal
Council (EZC) meeting,
chaired by Shah, at the
West Bengal secretariat
near here, a senior official
said. Talks on transporta-
tion facilities and water-
sharing among the states

were also held at the 25th
EZC meeting, which was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, her
counterpart from
Jharkhand Hemant Soren,
Bihar deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav and Odisha minister
Pradeep Amat, the official
said. The role of BSF was
discussed, in the light of
the increase in the opera-
tional area of the border
force earlier this year. In re-
sponse, according to

sources, the home minister
is believed to have indicated
that the state governments
too have a role to play in
border security, according
to sources. The meeting
also discussed resurgence
of Maoist activities in
Jharkhand-Odisha and
Bengal. It was decided that
states and centre will pool
real time information on
Maoist activities in the red
zone in order to coordinate
steps to neutralize the
movement, officials said.

West Bengal chief minis-
ter also highlighted that
arms are being smuggled
into Bengal from neigh-
bouring states and coordi-
nated steps are needed to
check this menace.

Bhopal, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A 40-year-old man being
rushed to a hospital in
Delhi from Chhattisgarh
capital Raipur was provid-
ed an oxygen cylinder in
time at Bhopal station in
Madhya Pradesh after his
oxygen levels dropped pre-
cariously enroute.

Kadar Yadav's oxygen
saturation reading was 80-
85 per cent, which calls for
immediate medical help
amid a threat of hypoxia,
when the Bilaspur-New
Delhi Rajdhani Express
was passing through MP
in the intervening night of
December 15-16, Dheeraj
Kumar, the male nurse ac-
companying him, told PTI.

"Yadav was being taken

to Ram Manohar Lohia
hospital in Delhi from
Raipur after surgery for
brain haemorrhage.
Looking at his condition
due to the drop in oxygen
levels, I contacted railway
officials for help," Kumar
said. Abhishek Makwaney,
vice chairman of COVID
Patient Help Desk (CPHD)
, told PTI railway officials
called his NGO at 1:25am
on December 16 seeking
an oxygen cylinder.

"After much running,
we arranged it from
Chirayu Hospital and
rushed it to Bhopal station
at around 4am just before
the Rajdhani Express ar-
rived. The patient was
given oxygen as well as
other medical help and the
train left for its destina-
tion at 4:30am," he said.

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

Days after the successful
trials of the nuclear-capable
Agni-5 ballistic missile,
India has now developed the
capability to strike targets
beyond the range of 7,000
kms. Sources in the defence
establishment told ANI that
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
has been able to reduce the
weight of the Agni-5 missile
by replacing steel content
with composite materials.

"The weight reduction
that has been achieved in
the missile system is beyond
20 per cent and if the gov-
ernment wants, the nuclear-
capable strategic missile
can go beyond 7,000 kms,"
they said. Sources cited the

example of the Agni-3
which weighs around 40
tonnes and can strike tar-
gets at 3,000 kms but the
Agni-4 weighing slightly
more than 20 tonnes can
cover a much longer range.

The extended range of the
missile which is part of the
Strategic Forces Command
will give a variety of options
to the planners during times
of conflict.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The Centre on Saturday
said it has sufficient food-
grain stocks to meet the re-
quirements under the food
security law and other wel-
fare schemes.

The government is also
regularly monitoring the
prices of essential commodi-
ties. "Government of India
has sufficient foodgrain
stocks under central pool to
meet the requirement of
NFSA and its other welfare
schemes as well as for addi-
tional allocation of
PMGKAY," an official state-
ment said. About 159 lakh
tonnes of wheat and 104 lakh
tonnes of rice will be avail-

able as on January 1, 2023, as
against the respective buffer
norms requirement of 138
lakh tonnes of wheat and 76
lakh tonnes of rice as on
January 1.

As on December 15th,
around 180 lakh tonnes of
wheat and 111 lakh tonnes of
rice are available in the cen-
tral pool.

Buffer norms require-
ments have been envisaged
for particular dates of the
year as on 1st of April, 1st of
July, 1st of October and 1st of
January, the ministry noted.

The stock position of
wheat and rice under central
pool have always remained
well above the buffer norms,
it asserted. Around 227 lakh

tonnes of wheat and 205 lakh
tonnes of rice were available
as on 1st of October, 2022
against the respective buffer
norms requirements of 205
lakh tonnes of wheat and 103
lakh tonnes of rice as on 1st
of October.

"Though procurement of
wheat during last season
was on lower side due to less-
er production coupled with
selling by farmers at prices
higher than MSP in the open
market consequent to geopo-
litical situation, yet enough
stock of wheat will still be
available in central pool to
cater to the needs of the
country till the time next
wheat crop arrives," the min-
istry said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A three-month-old boy
from Bangladesh, suffering
from a rare congenital condi-
tion, got a new lease of life
after doctors at AIIMS here re-
moved a protruding part of
his brain which had turned
into a giant cyst, larger than
the size of his head.

Giant Occipital
Encephalocele is a rare con-
genital condition in which
there is a big sac-like protru-
sion or projection of the brain
and the membranes that
cover it through an opening
in the skull. If left untreated,
the giant cyst can rupture,
causing meningitis and then
death, Dr Deepak Kumar
Gupta, Professor of the

Department of Neurosurgery
at AIIMS told PTI. During the
three-hour long surgery, doc-
tors removed the cyst and also
"covered the functional part of
the brain by expanding the
skull." 

"Large swelling from be-
hind the skull causes difficul-
ty in positioning of the baby,

difficulty in feeding and nurs-
ing and there is always a fear
of sudden rupture of the
swelling containing brain tis-
sues," he said. Dr Gupta said
the father of the child Abid
Azad, Development Outreach
and Communication
Specialist, USAID,
Bangladesh, had approached
him a couple of months back.
"After evaluating the baby's
condition, we decided to per-
form the surgery. On
December 12, the surgery was
done during which the non-
functional protruding part of
the brain which had taken the
shape of a cyst was excised,
all normal brain tissues were
preserved and expansile cran-
ioplasty was done at same
time giving space to brain to
continue to grow in future,"
Dr Gupta said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The CBI has approached
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Bombay High
Court order granting bail
to former Maharashtra
home minister Anil
Deshmukh in a corruption
case.

The high court had on
December 12 granted bail
to the 73-year-old
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader in the case but
said the order will be effec-
tive after 10 days, as the
Central Bureau of
Investigation had sought
time to challenge it in the
apex court. The high court
had said except for dis-
missed police officer
Sachin Waze's statement
none recorded by the CBI
indicated money was ex-
torted from bar owners in

Mumbai at the behest of
the politician. In its plea
filed in the top court, the
probe agency has claimed
the high court "committed
grave error" while granting
bail to Deshmukh irrespec-
tive of the serious objec-
tions raised by the CBI both
on the merits of the case as
well as the effect his bail
will have on the continuing
investigation. "The high
court failed to appreciate
that the economic offences
are required to be treated
as separate category of of-
fences and bail in such of-
fences is not required to be
granted as a routine matter.
Usually, social-economic of-
fences have deep rooted
conspiracies effecting the
moral fiber of the society
and causing irreparable
harm, need to be consid-
ered seriously," it said.

Jaipur, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A man allegedly mur-
dered his aunt, chopped
the body into pieces and
dumped them at different
places near Delhi highway
here, police said on
Saturday.

He then informed the
police that his aunt was
missing and also started
looking for her along with
other relatives, they said.

However, police got sus-
picious of him and inter-
rogated him, following
which he revealed that he
bludgeoned his aunt to
death with a hammer on
December 11. The man,
Anuj Sharma alias
Achitya Govind Das (33),
was arrested on Thursday,

police said. Sharma had
been associated with Hare
Krishna' movement for the
last seven-eight years.

However, a spokesper-
son of the organisation in
Jaipur said Sharma was
not active for the past one
year after the death of his
mother. Sharma had in-
formed the police on the
night of December 11 that
his aunt Saroj Sharma (65)
had gone to the temple in
the morning and was
missing since then.

During the probe, it was
found that his statements
were misleading, follow-
ing which his activities
were monitored, police
said. In CCTV footage, he
was seen leaving his house
with a suitcase. A relative
had seen him cleaning
blood stains near the
kitchen of the house, they
said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Aaftab Amin Poonawala,
accused of strangling his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar and
chopping her body into pieces,
on Saturday virtually appeared
before a Delhi court and said he
was not aware of the bail peti-
tion moved on his behalf.
Poonawala, who appeared
through video conference, said
though he had signed the
vakalatnama, he was not aware
a bail petition would be filed by
his advocate. "Let the bail appli-
cation be kept pending and only
after the accused meets his
counsel, it be decided whether
the bail application is pressed or
not," Additional Sessions Judge
Vrinda Kumari said.

MAJOR SETBACK

SC dismisses Bilkis Bano’s plea 
̈ Seeking review 

of its earlier order 

When people do not get justice from the
Supreme Court, where do they go, Delhi
Commission for Women (DCW) chief Swati
Maliwal asked on Saturday after the apex court
dismissed a review plea filed by Bilkis Bano.
"Supreme Court rejected Bilkis Bano's plea.
Bilkis Bano was gang-raped when she was 21
years old, and her three-year-old son and six
family members were murdered but Gujarat
government freed all the rapists. If justice won't come from
Supreme Court, where will people go?" Maliwal asked on Twitter.

‘Where will people go if they do not get justice from SC’

Swati Maliwal 

GST Council doubles limit for
launching prosecution to Rs 2 cr
̈ Defines SUVs 

for 22 % cess

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala
Sitharaman chairs the 48th meeting of the GST Council via virtual
mode, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Chh’gh man on train to Delhi gets
emergency oxygen support

̈ At 4 am

EZC MEETING

‘States to share responsibility
for security in border areas’

ENHANCED NUCLEAR CAPABILITY

Agni missiles can strike
beyond 7000-km range

ART WITH A DIFFERENCE

Sand artist Sudarshan Pattanaik creates a sand sculpture ahead of FIFA WORLD CUP
final 2022 in Qatar, in Puri, Saturday.

Poonawala
appears before
court virtually

‘Sufficient foodgrain stocks to meet
requirements of welfare schemes’

TERRIFYING TRUTH

Man chops up aunt’s body
̈ Dumps parts near

Delhi Highway

NEW LEASE OF LIFE

Infant from B’desh with cyst larger than size
of his head undergoes successful surgery

̈ At AIIMS Delhi

A child suffering from Giant
Occipital Encephalocele. Its 

surgery has been done recently 
at AIIMS, in New Delhi, Saturday.

CBI moves SC against
Anil Deshmukh’s bail

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Police
have arrested four ruffi-
ans on charges of attack-
ing a marriage procession.
About seven persons were
injured in the incident.
Two of them have suffered
injuries from sharp
weapons also. According
to information, the inci-
dent occurred late evening
on Friday.

The victims hail from
Dongargarh and had come
to Durg with a marriage
party. After taking a halt at
Manas Bhavan, the mar-
riage procession was pro-
ceeding towards the
groom's place in Shakti
Nagar. The people were
dancing to the tunes of a
DJ when a passerby
scooterist hit a child of the
marriage procession.

He entered into an alter-
cation and later came back
with his accomplices. The
ruffians attacked the peo-

ple of the marriage pro-
cession with sharp
weapons and threatened
them of dire conse-
quences.

Under the instructions
of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and supervision of
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, and City
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker,
the team of Mohan Nagar
Police Station led by
Inspector Vipin Rangari
and the patrolling team
interrogated the suspects
and four ruffians involved
in attacking the marriage
procession were arrested.

The accused are identi-
fied as Jitendra alias
Prince Soni (19) son of
Amarjeet Soni a resident
of Shanti Nagar;
Praduman Verma alias
Dabbu (18) son of Shiv
Verma a resident of
Shanti Nagar;
Tameshwar Nirmalkar
alias Tomu (20) son of

Shiv Nirmalkar a resi-
dent of New Shanti
Nagar and Nohar Sahu
alias Robin Sahu (19) son
of Dinesh Sahu a resident
of Sikola Basti, near
Hanuman Mandir. They
have been booked under
the provisions mentioned
in section 294,506,307,
34 of IPC.

Admission open at KSC for
IITJEE and NEET test series  
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1177::  Admissions
are open in Kota Study Circle
for All India Test Series for
upcoming NEET and IIT JEE
exams. Like every year, this
year also Kota Study Circle is
organising All India Test
Series in pen paper format
from January 18 for the stu-
dents preparing for NEET and
IIT JEE exams where class
12th students and dropper
students can give exams for
self-assessment. 

They can visit and contact
the Kota Study Circle. Every
test series is conducted in a
disciplined manner, just like
pen, paper based main
exams. Probable questions
for the upcoming examina-
tion are included in the test
series which has been pre-
pared by highly trained facul-
ties of Kota. 

The test series of Kota
Study Circle are divided into

Minor, Semi Major, Major
and Mock Tests. The students
get a chance to appear in the
exams 24 times. To honour
the best performers in each
test, they are awarded with
appropriate prizes. Kota
Study Circle's test series are
provided keeping in mind the
main exam, similar questions
in similar pattern and solu-
tions and video lecturers, All
India Rank are provided to
the students immediately
after the test. 

If the students study the
test series in a comprehen-
sive manner, it is more likely
that they will be able to crack
the IIT JEE and NEET exams.
The test series questions are
hundred percent based on
the syllabus. The same ques-
tions are available in English
and Hindi. For more informa-
tion the interested students
can contact Kota Study
Circle, Building No 150, New
Civic Center, Bhilai. 

BSP employees felicitated with Pali
Shiromani and Karm Shiromani Award
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Employees
belonging to Utilities zone
of Bhilai Steel Plant were
awarded with the 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' for
their exemplary work per-
formance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel
Plant.

Pali Shiromani Award
winner included PB
Patnaik, AGM (WMD) and
Karm Shiromani Award
winners Roop Narayan,
Chief MOCT, CAS N CWP, D
Satya Rajalu, Master OCT,
PSDP, were felicitated for
their exemplary work. The
norms of social distancing

were followed in conducting
and distribution of the
prizes during the function
in the wake of COVID-19
pandemic. The function was
presided over by G A Sorte,
CGM (Utilities). Chinmoy
Khan, GM (CAS N CWP),
Utpat Dutta, GM (WMD), RP
Ahirwar, GM (Propane
Plant), Purnachandra Bag,

GM (OP-II), Mohammad
Nadeem Khan, GM (OP-II),
SK Sarangi, Senior
Manager (PLEM) presented
the award winners with a
certificate of merit, memen-
to and appreciation letter
for the spouse of the em-
ployee. The programme was
conducted by Personnel
Office of P&E Zone.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Division
level exhibition of the
Public Relations
Department was organ-
ized at Rajendra Park in
Durg on Saturday. The
achievements of the flag-
ship schemes of the state
government are dis-
played in the exhibition.
MLA Arun Vora inaugu-
rated the exhibition.

In his address, MLA
Vora said that the state
government has brought
such schemes in the last
four years through which
the lives of the general
public have improved. He
stated that an amount of
Rs 16000 crore has been

given to the farmers
through Nyay schemes in
the last four years.

Funds have also been
given to landless farmers
through the Bhumiheen
Kisan Yojana. Swami
Atmanand schools have

been opened so that chil-
dren can study in
English medium. There
has been rapid industrial
development through
rural industrial parks.

Vora said that the state
government also did a

great job for the forest
produce collectors. The
government is procuring
65 minor forest produce.
Centers have been start-
ed for their processing.

On this occasion, the
achievements of the gov-

ernment were also
screened in the exhibi-
tion through a video
film. Additional
Collector Arvind Ekka,
Joint Collector Gokul
Rawate were also 
present.

Peddler arrested with brown sugar 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Police ar-
rested a drug peddler and
recovered brown sugar
worth Rs 1 lakh from his
possession. Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela) informed that
they are conducting a spe-
cial operation against the
illegal trade of drugs and
narcotics.

The network of inform-
ers has been activated to
collect information about
the suspects. In this se-
quel, police received a tip
off regarding a youth who
was selling brown sugar
to the addicts near Ekta
Park in Radhika Nagar.

Acting on the tip off, the
police team swung into ac-
tion and the suspect was
taken into custody. On
searching, 1.510 grams of
brown sugar packed in 15
sachets worth Rs 1 Lakh
was recovered from him.

It was the first case of
brown sugar peddling in
Supela Police Station lim-
its. The accused Ashish
Dubey (31) son of Prakash
Chandra Dubey a resident
of 7-A, Maitri Vihar,
Radhika Nagar, Supela
has been booked under
the provisions mentioned

in section 21 (b) of NDPS
Act.

Inspector Durgesh
Sharma, SI Lakhesh
Gangesh, Constable
Mohammad Junaid
Siddhiqui, Vivek Singh,
Vikas Tiwari and Abhay
Singh played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Effective steps taken to preserve and promote
culture and tradition, says Tamradhwaj Sahu

Bhilai, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas programme was or-
ganised in Gram
Panchayat Khamharia on
Saturday on completion of
four years of development
of Chhattisgarh govern-
ment.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu was
present as the chief guest.
On completion of four suc-
cessful years of the state
government, Tamradhwaj
Sahu expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the people of
Chhattisgarh and said that
this has been possible with
the active participation of
common people.

Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has always been
working on inclusive de-
velopment. Continuous ef-

forts are being made to do
better work through
schemes for the farmers,
laborers, youth, women
and elders of all sections

of the society.
The state government is

committed to the all-round
development of the state.
In these four years, along

with preserving the cul-
ture and civilization of
Chhattisgarh, the govern-
ment has also taken posi-
tive steps to promote them

and will take further steps
as well.

Apart from this, Sahu
also spoke about Anna
Data, the farmers. He said
that farmers are getting
the highest price of paddy
in the country. From the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, benefits are being
provided to the landless
agricultural labourers.

The schemes of the gov-
ernment are directly bene-
fiting the common people
and happiness is spread-
ing among the people of
Chhattisgarh. Shalini
Rivendra Yadav, District
Panchayat President;
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan and
other public representa-
tives and officials were
present.
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Achievements of four years displayed in exhibition 
MLA Arun Vora inaugurates exhibition of PR Deptt

Four arrested for attacking 
marriage procession
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Raipur, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
while addressing the
Gaurav Diwas event to
mark completion of 4
years of his government,
announced Rs 100 crore
for the scheme of
‘Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada’.

He further stated that
the budgetary provision
of the amount of Rs 1000
crore for the maintenance
and upgradation of all
schools, hostels, ashrams,
government buildings
and also announced Rs
1200 crore for the ‘Swami
Atmanand Excellent ITI
Scheme’ which aims to
improve the level of tech-
nical education by carry-
ing out upgradation work

of industrial training in-
stitutions . Earlier, he in-
augurated and performed
Bhoomipujan of 14 works
worth Rs 33.96 crore on
the occasion of
‘Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas’ It includes
Bhoomipujan of 12 works
worth Rs 30.13 crore and
the inauguration of two
works worth Rs 3.83
crore. Agriculture
Minister Ravindra

Choubey, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya,
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Rajesh Tiwari,
Chhattisgarh State Food
Civil Supplies
Corporation Chairman
Ram Gopal Agarwal,
Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, and senior officers
were present in the pro-
gramme. Chief Minister

performed Bhoomipujan
of Sant Shiromani Guru
Ghasidas Baba Memorial
and Museum in Nava
Raipur to be built at a cost
of Rs 4.86 crore, building
of school cum coaching
center for SC (Prayas) cat-
egory students to be built

at a cost of Rs 9.39 crore
in Parsada village of
Durg district, 50 seater
pre matric SC girls hostel
at Saja in Bemetara dis-
trict at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater pre matric
SC boys hostel at
Barampur in Mungeli dis-

trict at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater pre matric
SC girls hostel at
Mazgaon at a cost of Rs
1.52 crore, 50 seater pre
matric SC girls hostel in
Lormi at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater pre matric
SC girls ashram in Lormi
at a cost of Rs 1.62 crore,
50 seater post matric SC
boys hostel in Fasterpur
at a cost of Rs 1.91 crore,
50 seater pre matric
scheduled tribe girls hos-
tel in Mandir Hasaud of
Raipur at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater Pre
Matric Scheduled Caste
Girls Hostel at Bhilai of
Raipur district at a cost of
Rs 1.52 crore and 50 seater
Scheduled Caste Girls
Ashram at village
Dabrabhant in
Kabirdham district at a
cost of Rs 1.62 crore.

CM announces Rs 1200 crore for Atmanand ITIs
Key announcement during Gaurav Diwas programme include Rs 1000 crore for schools

“Soon after the formation of the government, the farm loans
were waived off, giving a huge relief to the farmers of the
state. Farmers in Chhattisgarh are now getting the highest
price of paddy in the whole country. The state government is
running schemes for every section from farmers to landless
agro laborers. First-of-its-kind unique schemes have been
launched by the government including Godhan Nyay Yojana for
purchasing cow dung”, said the Chief Minister.  Recounting the
success of his government in Chhattisgarh he said “The
schemes of the government have directly benefited the com-
mon people and brought prosperity in their lives. We are mov-
ing forward in the direction of fulfilling the dreams of our fore-
fathers of a ‘developed and prosperous Chhattisgarh’. Work is
being done for the welfare of every section of society including
farmers, laborers, youth, women, and the elderly. The govern-
ment is committed to the inclusive development of the state.”

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1177:: National Institute
of Technology (NIT) Raipur con-
ducted a speaker session on the
Origin and Expansion of ISRO
under the aegis of Mechanical
Engineering Association (MEA) of
NIT Raipur under the supervision
of Dr. Suraj Kumar Mukti, Faculty
Incharge, MEA and Dr. Mridul
Singh Rajput, Assistant Professor,
Mechanical Engineering.  The
speaker for this event was Dr.
Alok Srivastava, Deputy Director-
Mechanical System Area, URSC,
currently serving as Chairman of
Review Board for all the space-
craft built by ISRO. He is an  ISRO
team awardee for Chandrayan-1
mission. He has also worked as
the project director for  INSAT-3D
and INSAT-3DR. 

Dr. Alok Srivastava began his lec-
ture by emphasizing on how
Mathematics, heat transfer,
robotics, material analysis, etc.
play key roles in manufacturing
satellites. Since 1963, ISRO has
manufactured nearly 34 remote
sensing and communication
satellites. ISRO has made IRNSS
Constellation for helping in GPS
navigation. LLRI lunar laser rang-
ing instrument was also devel-
oped. ISRO has come a long way
from the development of
Aryabhatta to GSLV mark 3.
Remote sensing satellites are also
developed by ISRO. He also stat-
ed the importance of Mars
Orbital Mission and how incredi-
ble it was for ISRO to succeed in
it. He enlightened everyone on
the problems faced by space-
crafts used in interplanetary mis-
sions  due to difference in prevail-
ing atmospheric conditions. He
talked about the four pillars of
ISRO, i.e., help, support, advice
and react and that teamwork is
the reason for the organization’s
success. 

NIT Raipur hosts speaker
session by ISRO Scientist

Raipur, Dec 17:

A team of
Anaesthesiologists from
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences shines in
a prestigious quiz competi-
tion during the National
Conference held at
Shillong.

The 69th Annual
National Conference of
the Indian Society of
Anaesthesiologists was
held in North Eastern
Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute of Health &
Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS), Shillong.
In the mentorship of Prof.
(Dr.) Nandkishore
Agrawal, HoD
(Anaesthesiology) the

Junior Residents actively
participated in the educa-
tional feast.

The GOLDCON quiz of
the conference is a well-
known flagship event
where three junior resi-
dents from the department
participated and won
three medals. Dr.
Abhinaya Prabhu won the

gold medal, Dr. Dhanaj
Shreeganesh bronze, and
Dr. Nandeeshawara DK
won consolation 5th posi-
tion.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M
Nagarkar, Director lauds
efforts by the department
and congratulated the
winning PG from depart-
ment of Anesthesiology.

AIIMS-R shines in National
Conference of Anaesthesiologists

SPORTS ROUND UP

Raipur, Dec 17: Jasjeet XI
from Kashmir defeated
Ranjit Singh Club from
Telangana by 49 runs in

the match under 14th Sikh
Premier League tourna-
ment being organised here.
Similarly, the Vijit Khalsha

team from Nagpur defeat-
ed GKS Raipur by 22 runs
in the second match played
here.

Kashmir, Nagpur register win 
in Sikh Premier League matches

Raipur, Dec 17:

National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Raipur
is set to participate in All
India Inter NIT Faculty
and Staff Tournament to
be held at NIT Hamirpur
from 17th to 19th
December 2022. The facul-
ty and staff representa-
tives of the badminton,
table tennis and chess
teams went to Hamirpur
for the tournament.

The team for bad-
minton consists of Dr.
Lalit Kumar Sahu, Dr.
Amit Raj Singh, Dr.
Dharam Pal, Dr. Naeem
Ahmad, Dr. Meena
Murmu, Dr. Chetna
Sharma Rajput, Dr. Sonal

Yadav and Devendra
Kumar Soni.

For Table tennis the
team members are Sayon
Pramanik, Dr. Shirish
Deo, Dr. Dharm Pal, Dr.
HK Narang, Dr. Suraj
kumar Mukti, Dr. Neha

Gupta, Dr. Nisha Netam
and Dr. Alfia Bano .

Chess participants are
Dr. Amit Raj Singh, Vikas
kumar Sharma, Dr.
Srinivasu G., Dr. D.C.
Jhariya  and Manoj
Kumar Patle.

Raipur to participate in All India Inter NIT Tournament 

Veterans Table Tennis
tournament today

Raipur, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh Veterans
Table Tennis Committee
of Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association
with Rajdhani Table
Tennis Association
(RTTA) is organising late
GP Shivhare (Durg) me-
morial 3rd Chhattisgarh
State Masters Ranking
Table Tennis tourna-
ment 2022 on Sunday at
Sapre School-based TT
Hall here. Providing the
above information, the
RTTA Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that the
tournament would be
played in various age cat-
egories including 40
years, 50 years, 60 years,
65 years and 70 years cat-
egory for Male whereas a
separate event for
Veteran Women players
too would be held. He fur-
ther informed that near-
ly 130 players would be
participating in the tour-
nament to be held in
League basis. Alok
Buildtech Private
Limited Durg CMD
Anand Shivhare would
be the chief guest of the
concluding and prize dis-
tribution ceremony in
the evening.
International Umpire
Pravin Nirapure and
Assistant Chief Umpire
Abhinav Sharma would
be the officials for the
tournament.

Raipur, Dec 17:

“Success isn’t just about
counting your wins, but
also using your failures
and rejections as stepping
stones that propel you to-
wards success,” shares
Psychologist Shivli
Shrivastava, during the
workshop on “Failure
Fridays” held at On The
Rocks, Raipur. The work-
shop addressed how fail-
ure and rejections are part
of our journey. These are

painful experiences and if
left unaddressed they can

negatively impact our self-
esteem and self-worth.

The participants shared
their range of experience
ranging from failure in
personal and professional
life and the self-critisism
that follows. The highlight
of the evening was insight
on how failure can be used
as foundation for creating
success. The participants
of the workshop left with
a toolkit on developing a
growth mindset to pre-
pare themselves for any
future experiences of fail-
ure.

Failures are stepping stones for Success

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1177::

Mr. Sibasis Mishra, Head
(Deputy General Manager),
MSME Business Development
was on a two-day visit from
December 15 to 16 to Raipur.
The purpose of his visit was to
promote credit in the MSME
sector. During his visit, he held

a meeting with potential new
customers and former cus-
tomers of the Bank at Babylon
International, Raipur. He also
met the regional heads of the
four regions of Bank of Baroda
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg and
Dhamtari  Mr. Amit Banerjee,
Mr. Barun Meher, Mr. Arvind
Katkar and Mr. Rajesh Das and

also participated in the cus-
tomer meet organised for the
customers of all the four
regions. Mr. Sibasis Mishra
also held a meeting with the
branch heads and felicitated
the branch heads who per-
formed excellently. Since
Raipur and Chhattisgarh are
mainly the centers of MSME
growth, this visit of Mr. Sibasis
Mishra was specially for Raipur
and Chhattisgarh. The cus-
tomers expressed their satis-
faction towards Bank of Baroda
for this visit. Keeping in view
the progress of Bank of
Baroda’s MSME sector in
Chhattisgarh, the visit was
very successful. Distinguished
customers of Bank of Baroda,
four regional heads of
Chhattisgarh network and offi-
cials of the bank were present
in the programs organized dur-
ing this tour.

Sibasis Mishra, DGM, BoB reviews MSME growth 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1177:: Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary Education
has released the time table
for the year 2022-23 for
Chhattisgarh Board Exam. In
Chhattisgarh, th board exams
will be held on March 1 for
class 12th and on March 2 for
class 10th. The timing of the
exam will be from 9 am to
12:15 pm. Class 12th exams
are going to start from 1st\
March 2022. It will continue
till March 31, 2023 whereas
class 10th board exams will be
held from March 2, 2023 to
March 24, 2023. It is notable
that  3,40,000 candidates will

appear in class 10th board
exam and 3,30,000 candidates
will appear in the 12th board
exam. To know the time table
in detail, students can visit
the board’s website
www.cgbse.nic.in.

Like last year, this time also
the board exams are starting
from the first week of March.
Holi fesitval is falling in the
middle of the month-long
board exams, where Holika
Dahan will be celebrated on
March 7 and Holi will be
played on March 8. Due to Holi
falling in the middle of the
examination, the board exam-
inees Holi festival will fade
this year. Due to the
Mathematics paper immedi-
ately after Holi, the students
of class 10th will also face a
lot of trouble.

CG Board  releases  time table for
class 10th and 12th board exams
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Bagarpali, Dec 17:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s state-
wide tour under the Bhent
Mulaqat program reached
Bagarpali on Thursday.
CM Bhupesh Baghel said
that during his interac-
tion  with numerous peo-
ple from across the state
in the ‘janchaupal’ organ-
ised under Bhent Mulaqat
program, majority of the
people said that they have
stopped migrating to
other places in search of
work as they are getting
sufficient employment op-
portunities in their vil-

lages with the help of
state governments
schemes which has
proved a boon for the
rural populace.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that a labourer
in Janjgir informed that,
earlier he used to travel
far looking for work op-
purtunity, but with the es-
tablishment of Gauthan
in his village, he is earn-
ing substantially with
livelihood oriented activi-
ties happening in
Gauthan without leaving
his village.

In Bagarpali, Hemlata
told that earlier she had to
migrate constantly for
work. But now she is asso-
ciated with a Gauthan
which has become a
source of regular income
for her and her family.
Baghel further said, ‘re-
cently in Saraipali too, a
person narrated a similar
reminiscence to him, the
issue of the reduction in
migration also came to the
fore in Jashpur. From this
it is evident that the socio-
economic condition of the
people has improved due

to the schemes of the state
government, CM added.

‘This is a very good sign
and for further expansion
I have announced a com-
mittee to observe and
study the social changes
sprouting up with the help
of our state government’s
schemes’. He further said
that it is a great thing that
today people do not have
to go out for work. We are
also giving 7 thousand ru-
pees to the labourers. This
has also become a support
for the landless laborers
as well.”

Migration has stopped due 
to state govt’s schemes: CM
 People from across the

state informed that they
are getting employment
opportunities in their 
villages itself which has
relieved them from
migrating for work CM announces a commit-
tee to observe social
changes coming from the
state govt’s schemes

Mahasamund, Dec 17:

CM Bhupsh Baghel ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence in Mahasamund
said thatBhent-Mulaqat
has ended today in all
four of the district’s as-
sembly constituencies.
This program’s objective
is to gather information
from the general public
about the schemes. He
said that Bhent mulaqat
is frequently held to so-
licit comment about the
government’s plans. -
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Vinod
Sevenlal Chandrakar
were present along with
him. CM informed that
in more than 50 of the
assembly constituen-
cies, Bhent-Mulaqat has
been finished. On the
ground, all the plans are
clearly evident. The
Public Distribution
System’s (PDS) imple-

mentation is going
smoothly. The revenue
from these schemes is
rising. Additionally, the
Haat Bazar Clinic yojana
is run. In the fields of ed-
ucation and health, work
has improved.

Chief Minister in-
formed that so far 50
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been procured
and the  paddy procure-
ment is going on smooth-
ly. No complaints have
been received so far.
This year the govern-
ment has set a goal of
purchasing 110 metric

tonnes of paddy. There
have been specific in-
structions regarding the
land. Settlement for the
error is sent to the
Collector. In the
Mahasamund district,
the medical college and
overbridge are signifi-
cant accomplishments.
Additionally, the district
has received announce-
ments regarding devel-
opment. A request to es-
tablish a municipal cor-
poration and a bypass
route was submitted
during this time, CM
added. CM informed

that there was opposi-
tion related to the Karni
power station and people
are seated in protest.
The Collector was given
instructions on how to
get rid of it.

The Chief Minister
stated that there is a
plan in the state to open
cyber police stations,
which have already
begun in three locations.
A day will also come
when the curriculum at
Atmanand English
Medium School would
be presented in
Chhattisgarhi, he added.

PDS implementation 
is going on smoothly: CM

By Sanjay Kumar Mishra

Raipur, Dec 17: A student
of Rajkumar College
(RKC), Raipur, Abhimanyu
Sreekumar 18, has topped
the National Defence
Academy (NDA) examina-
tion in the country, by se-
curing AIR 193. Results of
this prestigious examina-
tion were published on
17thNovember, 2022.
Abhimanyu, is a native of
Thiruvalla, Kerala, who
has completed his school-
ing from Rajkumar
College, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh with flying
colours. His father is an
Office Accountant and his
mother is a Maths teacher
in Rajkumar College,
Raipur (C.G.). As men-
tioned earlier, he complet-
ed his schooling from one
of the most prestigious

and elite educational insti-
tutions of India i.e.
Rajkumar College.

After completing class
eleventh, he started
preparing for the NDA ex-
amination. The examina-
tion had two parts- Written
Examination and
Interview. Abhimanyu
says, “I could not clear the
written during my first at-
tempt.” “But, I got this suc-
cess in my second attempt
for the Written part and
cracked the SSB in my first
attempt itself,” he added.
On preparation for the ex-
amination, he said that
candidates should under-
stand the basics of all the
subjects taught in schools.
“NDA syllabus comprises
Mathematics, History,
English, Civics,
Geography, Biology,
Physics, Chemistry,

Economics and Current
Affairs. It is a mixture of
both Arts (Humanities)
and Science subjects. So it
requires a separate prepa-
ration apart from the
ICSE/ISC/CBSE board syl-
labus,” he added.

Abhimanyu said that
preparation for NDA, un-
like other competitive
exam., is solely based on
how mentally tough an as-
pirant is as this is the only

arena, which requires an
aspirant to clear written,
develop an officer-like per-
sonality as well as a decent
physical health standard.
Apart from studies, extra-
curricular activities have a
heavy impact on sculpting
out one’s personality for
NDA. He will choose
Indian Army to work after
completion of his training.
“I will be undergoing
training in NDA for three
years and spend one year
in the Indian Military
Academy. The topper boy
said that he wanted to
serve the country directly
by joining the Defence sec-
tor. “From my childhood it-
self, I had fascination for
weapons and tanks,” he
added. “Solely studying for
exam by devoting 12 to 14
hours a day like other engi-
neering and medical en-

trance exams, cannot help
one to crack this exam as
this turns a person noth-
ing-less-than-a-puppet!
Armed forces need people
who are aware of current
political and geopolitical
scenarios both nationally
and internationally and
people with good commu-
nication skills and the
ones who are proactive
rather than hyperactive,”
he added. It is worthy to
mention that Abhimanyu
has also topped with 2nd
position, in his school in
ISC, 22, by securing 93% in
his class12 and a highest of
99 in Mathematics! He has
also completed his
Diploma in Hindustani
Classical Music in Violin
from the Indira Gandhi
Kala Sangit
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Khairagarh.

RKCianAbhimanyu cracks UPSC NDA exam

Raipur, Dec 17: 

Regional Saras Mela
will be organised from
December 15 to December
25 at BTI Ground, Shankar
Nagar, Raipur for exhibi-
tion and sale of products
manufactured by women
self-help groups formed
under the Chhattisgarh
State Rural Livelihood
Mission (Bihan). In this 11-
day long fair, items manu-
factured by rural commu-
nities from Chhattisgarh
as well as several states
will be displayed and sold.
People will be able to enjoy
local delicacies in the food
stalls of Chhattisgarhi cui-
sine in the fair. The region-
al Saras Mela will also
have excellent products
produced by the rural

communities of Assam,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Jharkhand, Telangana
and West Bengal for dis-
play-cum-sale. Cultural
programs will also be pre-
sented in the evening at
the fair. Organized under
‘Bihan’ for promotion and
sale of natural products
produced and manufac-
tured by rural women and
groups working in rural
industrial parks in
Gouthans of the state, peo-
ple will be able to enjoy
delicacies and cultural
evening. The Regional
Saras Mela is being organ-
ized under the
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Livelihood Mission -
‘Bihan’ scheme, run by the

State Government’s
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
for the prosperity and em-
ployment of the villages.
In the fair, there will be a
system of exhibition-cum-
sale of many special or-
ganic products manufac-
tured by women self-help
groups formed in rural
areas of the state under
‘Bihan’. Kosa, silk, khadi,
handloom, bullmetal, ter-
racotta, bamboo, wood
craft etc. products will be
available for sale and exhi-
bition. Chemical-free spe-
cial products like fragrant
rice, black rice, spices, oil,
forest produce based rare
products, honey etc. from
different districts of the
state will be sold in the
fair.

Regional Saras Mela 
from Dec 15-25 at BTI Ground

Raipur, Dec 17: 

Sports and Youth
Welfare Minister Umesh
Patel said that sports activ-
ities will be promoted in
the state to save the young
generation from the
clutches of drugs and to
develop a sense of disci-
pline in them. For this,
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club,
Health and Wellness
Center, Khelo India Small
Centre, suitable sports
grounds available in pan-
chayats, sports academies
will be made more re-
sourceful, so that the youth
of the area can regularly
practice sports yoga. Patel
was presiding over the re-
view meeting of Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhavan. In the
meeting, Additional Chief
Secretary of the

Department Renu Pillay
informed that a total of
13,261 Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Clubs have been formed in
the state, through which
43,867 activities have been
conducted in the form of
sports and various cultur-
al events. Similarly, apart

from activities related to
yoga and fitness, sports ac-
tivities are also being or-
ganised regularly through
866 Health and Wellness
Centers. Training in
malkhamb, archery, volley-
ball, football, hockey is
being imparted in Khelo

India mini centers in
Narayanpur, Bijapur,
Bilaspur, Gariaband,
Surguja, Jashpur and
Rajnandgaon districts.
Soon, small sports centers
will also be started in
Balod, Balodabazar, Patan
(Durg), Kanker, Raipur,

Raigarh and Sukma dis-
tricts. Officials informed
that in the year 2022-23, the
Chhattisgarh Olympics
have been organised at the
district and divisional
level. Chhattisgarhia
Olympics will be organ-
ized at the state level from
December 28  to  January
06. Similarly, youth festival
has been organized at the
district level. Now the
youth festival will be or-
ganized at the divisional
level till  December 31 and
at the state level from
January 12 to 14, 2023. A
total of 5289 suitable sports
grounds have been select-
ed in various panchayats
of the state, in which

sports competitions will be
organised throughout the
year.

According to the an-
nouncement of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, the process of set-
ting up sports academies
has been started in differ-
ent districts of the state.
Youths getting training in
sports academies estab-
lished in Bastar, Bilaspur,
Raipur have registered
their presence in national
level events and won
medals. With the aim of
bringing rural sports tal-
ents to the fore, sports
practice scheme is being
implemented in rural
areas. Sports officers of
the districts along with the
Secretary of the Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, Mr. NN Ekka
were present in the meet-
ing.

Sports activities to be organised on priority: Patel
 To save the young 

generation 
from drug abuse

Raipur, Dec 17:

The state govern-
ment has decided to
c e l e b r a t e
“Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas” on December 17
this year, to mark the
completion of four
years of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Various programmes
will be organized
across the state on this

occasion. “Slogan
C o m p e t i t i o n ,
P h o t o g r a p h y
Competition and Reel
Competition” are being
organized by the Public
Relations Department
to mark this occasion.
Interested persons will
have to send their en-
tries to
https://www.cgmodel.i
n by January 5 to par-
ticipate in the desired
competitions. The sub-
jects include tourism,
nature, architecture,
public facilities, clean-
liness, education, festi-
vals-traditions, devel-
opment work and gov-
ernment schemes.

Slogan, photography
and reel competition

organized 
 By PR Deptt on 

occasion of ‘Ch’garh
Gaurav Diwas’

Raipur, Dec 17: 

CAIT  National Senior
Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Magelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani State President
Jitendra Doshi, States
Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary, Bharat
Jain, State Treasurer
Ajay Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed The
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) in a
communication sent to
Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi has urged him for
involvement of the busi-

ness community in vari-
ous events that will be
held during the G-20
Presidency tenure of the
Country. In its letter to
Modi, the CAIT has said
that the business commu-
nity of the Country is
highly delighted and moti-
vated for performing its
major role during India’s
Presidency of G-20 which
is a rare honour for the
Country under visionary
leadership of Modi. The
CAIT has further said
that the Presidency
tenure India is an oppor-
tunity for the Country not
only to showcase the cen-
turies old vibrant and
lively culture of our India
but even for demonstrat-
ing the pace of develop-
ment in terms of infra-

structure, technology and
of course the trade & com-
merce that has been ac-
complished in the past
few years. The CAIT has
sent similar communica-
tion to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, Urban
Development Minister
Hardeep Puri and G-20
Sherpa  Amitabh Kant.
CAIT National Senior
Vice  President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & States
Working President  Mr.
Parmanand Jain in their
communication to Modi
has suggested that a large
number of foreign digni-
taries and delegates will
be visiting various cities
and will certainly take
rounds of the respective

cities and also do shop-
ping. In the wake of such
a scenario, it will be in fit-
ness of things if commer-
cial markets of the cities
may be nicely illuminated
and decorated depicting
the old heritage of the city
and development of trade
and commerce in the city
and the country. It is fur-
ther suggested that during
the course of the event in
a particular city an “
Utsav” may be held where
not only a commercial ex-
hibition is organised but
the journey of the city
may also be showcased.
Both the trade leaders in-
formed that the CAIT has
already moved a sugges-
tion of beautification and
illumination of markets
and organising a “ DILLI

UTSAV” to Lt. Governor
of Delhi  V.K.Saxena as
Delhi being the capital of
the Country must show-
case the rich cultural & so-
cial  heritage of the
Country and robust devel-
opment of trade and com-
merce. Mr. Parwani  & Mr.
Jain said that the CAIT is
motivated by “ Jan
Bhagidari” and encour-
agement to small sector of
the country vision of the
Prime Minister Modi has
suggested that  trade asso-
ciations across the coun-
try particularly in the
cities where G-20 meetings
and other programs will
be held, may be involved
in various preparations
for getting cities ready to
host such meetings and
other programs .

CAIT urges involvement of Trading Community in G-20 events
Writes to PM Modi

Raipur, Dec 17: 

A legacy brand for over
79 years, Queen of Sarees –
Kankatala, brings the
Handwoven Sarees of
India Exhibition & Sale ex-
clusively for Raipur on
December  18th and 19th
2022 at Hotel Babylon Inn –
Noak’s Ark. The brand
will showcase the master-
piece sarees in various
one-of-a-kind weaves, like
Kanchipuram, Banarasi,
Paithani, Organza, Patola,
Jamdani, Kota, and many
more handwoven weaves
handpicked by Kankatala
family from across 50
weaving clusters of India
specially for Saree con-
noisseurs of Raipur.

Since 1943, Kankatala
has been constantly work-
ing towards curating the

best weaves for their pa-
trons, and like most of
their patrons; their
weavers too, have been as-
sociated with them for 3
generations. For the first
time in Raipur, this event

is going to be a one-stop
destination for authentic
Indian handlooms. Every
saree hosted at the event
captures the timeless
artistry that has been
passed on from one gener-
ation of artisans to anoth-
er and is a piece of heir-
loom that only a true con-
noisseur of Indian hand-
loom can appreciate.

Mr. Mallikharjuna Rao
Kankatala, Managing
Director said, “Every sea-
son we host an exclusive
exhibition across various
cities in India. This festive
season, we handpicked
some of the best handloom
sarees for our Queens of
Kankatala for an exclusive
2-day sale. We hope they
will appreciate this sale as
much as the precious sea-
sons.”

Kankatala exclusive 2-day 
exhibition for the first time in Raipur



BKS submits memorandum to Collector

Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  1177::    Bhartiya
Kisan Sangh (BKS) submitted
a memorandum in the name of
the Chief Minister to the
Collector regarding various de-
mands related to the farmers.
In the memorandum, demands
have been made to follow the
manifesto related to farmers,
approval of sugar factory in
Mungeli, completion of pend-
ing irrigation projects. 

It was told in the memoran-
dum that four years of the for-
mation of the Congress gov-
ernment are going to be com-
pleted and the government
had talked about giving two
years' bonus to the farmers in
the election manifesto, which
is not being implemented. It
was said to give four times the

compensation amount of the
acquired land to the farmers,
which has not been done.
There has been a demand to
start pending irrigation proj-
ects and registry fee should be
waived on transfer of name
and mutual partition. 

The memorandum also de-
manded for approval to be
given for sugar factory in
Mungeli tehsil and to give
Village Chakarbhatha, sub-
tehsil. The memorandum also
called for Paddy procurement
center Bhalapur to be made a
new service cooperative socie-
ty and Naveen Atmanand
English medium school should
be opened in Setganga so that
the children of nearby farmers
can also get good education. 

Workers of Bhartiya Kisan
Sangh, District Coordinator

Sanjay Parihar, District
General Secretary Yogesh
Kesharwani, Krishna, Som
Patel, Sharad Patel, Surendra
Sahu, Raj Sonkar and others
were present among those
who handed over the memo-
randum.

Start infrastructure development works: Commissioner 
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 17:
Municipal Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey has
given instructions to the
officers that the approved
BT roads and infrastruc-
ture development should
be started immediately
and it should be ensured
that the works are of full
quality and completed
within the time limit.
Taking a serious stand to-
wards the government
schemes, he also gave
strict instructions to the
officials to ensure that the
flagship schemes of the
government are run flaw-
lessly and the actual bene-

fits of the
schemes reach
the eligible peo-
ple. The
Commissioner
was here re-
viewing the
progress of
various works
of the corporation point-
wise by holding a meeting
of zone commissioners,
engineers and officers in
the main administrative
building of Korba
Municipal Corporation,
Saket. While reviewing
the development and con-
struction works of the cor-
poration zone wise, in-
structed the zone commis-
sioners and engineers that

the construction work of
roads should be started
immediately and District
Mineral Trust item, re-
pair maintenance, coun-
cilor and necessary speed
should be brought in the
work process of approved
and proposed works. He
reviewed other schemes
including Godhan Nyay
Yojana, Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health

Scheme, Chief
Minister Cheap
Drug Shop Shri
D h a n w a n t r i
Yojana, Chief
Minister Mitan
Y o j a n a ,
P r a d h a n
Mantri Awas

Yojana. Gothan-wise re-
view of purchase of cow
dung, making of compost,
safe storage of cow dung
and manure and sale of
compost etc.He also re-
viewed the progress of
rainwater harvesting
works and gave instruc-
tions to ensure that rain-
water harvesting is made
in 100% buildings accord-
ing to the norms set in a

planned manner.
The Commissioner also

told the officials that on
December 17, four years of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's tenure is going to
be completed, and
Chhattisgarh Pride Day
will be celebrated on this
day as per the instructions
of the government, so cor-
poration Organize Pride
Day programs in all the
wards, for this ward wise
nodal officers have been
appointed. He said that
the concerned nodal offi-
cers should ensure the en-
tire proceedings of the
event and respectfully in-
vite public representa-
tives to the event.

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, Dec 17:
Suspected Naxalites killed
a villager on suspicion of
being a police informer in
Dantewada district,a sen-
ior official said on Friday.
Jairam Kashyap, the vic-
tim, was found strangled
under the jurisdiction of
the Malewahi police sta-
tion, said Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
range) Sundarraj P.

A group of Naxalites
visited Kashyap's village
on Thursday night and
took him away, he said,
adding that his body was
recovered on Friday after-
noon. After being alerted
about the incident, a police
team rushed to the spot
and the body was sent for
post-mortem, the official
said.

The police also recov-
ered a pamphlet from near
the body. The pamphlet ex-
pressed suspicion that he

was a police informer, an-
other official said.
Kashyap was not a police
informer, he said, adding
that further investigation
was underway.

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh government
as part of its developmen-
tal plans has sanctioned
lakhs of rupees for each
and every village in the re-
gion to access potable
drinking water, but as per
information work is being
done by sanctioning
crores of rupees under the
Nal Jal Yojana in village
Basin Pendra Sirrikala of
Fingeshwar development
block, but according to
Madhubala Ratre, District
Panchayat member and
Chairperson of the area
said that the work of Nal
Jal Yojana in these vil-
lages is of very poor a
bogus bill for pipe exten-
sion has been made by dig-
ging a pit in the village
and filling it without lay-

ing a pipe and the pipeline
laid in these villages has
already burst at many
places.

In a written complaint,
the villagers told Mrs.
Ratre their distress and
said that they are not get-
ting the benefit of the tap
water scheme and the re-
sponsible officers has
given a no-objection cer-

tificate to the contractor
without work done by the
public representatives.

Madhubala Ratre fur-
ther said that she had
raised this matter in the
general meeting of the
District Panchayat 2
months ago, but the offi-
cials of the District
Panchayat have also not
taken any action and have
become the target of cor-
ruption, due to which the
image of the Government
of Chhattisgarh is getting
tarnished in front of the
people of the area.

Madhubala Ratre said
that on December 16, she
will once again vigorously
raise the corruption
prevalent in the water de-
partment and if genuine
action is not taken, then
along with the villagers
she will go for opposition.

CM inaugurates railway over-bridge 

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 17:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
railway over bridge of
Mahasamund-Tumgaon
Road today by cutting the
ribbon of the over-bridge
during the statewide
Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gramme. On this occa-
sion, Minister in-charge
of Home and District
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Mahasamund
Vinod Chandrakar were
also present.

It is noteworthy that
the much awaited
Tumgaon overbridge was
very significant for the
general public and with
the construction of this
railway bridge, the resi-
dents of the city will not
be hindered by the fre-
quent problems of traffic
jams and will be able to

commute swiftly.
The people of the dis-

trict, especially the daily
commuters from
Tumgaon and
Mahasamund, will be sig-
nificantly relieved from
this. At present, due to
the closure of the railway
gate, a situation of fre-
quent jams was created.

But with the  construc-
tion of railway over-
bridge, they will get relief
from this and commuter's
time will also be saved.

With the construction
of Tumgaon railway
o v e r b r i d g e ,
Mahasamund's popula-
tion of more than 35 thou-
sand  will get conven-
ience of smooth com-
mute. According to the
information recieved by
officials,the overbridge
will be completed at a
cost of 40 crores.

The amount of land ac-
quisition is separate and
not included in this. The
total length of the over-
bridge is 616 meters and
the width is 15 meters.
Railway crossing is 294
meters towards
Mahasamund and 248
meters towards Tumgaon
and the length of railway
crossing is 74 meters.

North Eastern Public School 
celebrate ‘Vijay Diwas’

Central Chronicle News

Takhatpur, Dec 17:
Remembering the sacri-
fice and bravery of the
Indian Army, the victory
day ceremony was organ-
ized in the school by the
prestigious education in-
stitute North Eastern
Public School,
Takhatpur.

On this occasion, in
1971, the Indian Army de-
feated Pakistan and liber-
ated Bangladesh and
gave it the honor of being
an independent country.
Tributes were paid re-
membering the immortal
martyrdom given by the
brave soldiers during the
war.

School Principal
Jitendra Kumar Dash,

while addressing the stu-
dents in his speech, said
that we should be proud
of the contribution and
sacrifices of the armed
forces deployed in the se-
curity of our country
and learn from their sac-
rifice and bravery, always
be ready to serve the
country.

In this order of speech,
school student Khyati
Dewangan expressed her
views and said that we
should remember that
the whole nation has to
bear the brunt of the war,
so the effort should be
that all the nations re-
spect each other's rights,
boundaries. And taking

care of respect, keep
moving forward in the
path of progress.

Ritesh Prajapati, the
teacher of the school, con-
ducted the Vijay Diwas
function efficiently. There
was a dignified presence
of teachers and other
staff including students
in the said ceremony.
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p At Mahasamund-
Tumgaon road

p Work is being done
expeditously, people
will get relief from
frequent traffic jams
in the area

Workshop on National
Tobacco Control Prog held

Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  1177::  Under the aus-
pices of the District
Administration and Health
Department, for the effective
implementation and publicity of
the COTPA-2003 under the
National Tobacco Control
Program, a workshop and essay
competition was organized at
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Residential School, here. 

A large number of students
took part in the competition and
issues in relation to diseases,

family troubles, financial loss,
social and personal humiliation
due to consumption of tobacco
were discussed. Both essay and
project presentation was dis-
cussed in the workshop and
many students took part in the
event. Abhinav Diwakar, a stu-
dent of Class X, gave a presen-
tation on this project through
logbook and chart paper,
recording the work done by
himself and was awarded first
for best presentation, Bhumika
Kant 10th and Satish Kumar
12th bagged first and second

prize in essay competition.
Balram Sakat, Rameshwar
Yadu, Nakul Chandrakar,
Muskan Sahu, and Satish
Kumar were made representa-
tive of the health department.  

Head of the institution,
Rajendra Diwakar, administrator
H.R. Bhaskar, school Principal
Asha Diwakar, Vice- principal
Chhatrapal Dahire and nodal
teacher Premchand Tandon
were given tobacco-free educa-
tional institute certificate and
board of smoke-free area was in-
stalled in the school. 

Madhubala Ratre to raise
issue of corruption

In tap water dept. in GBM

Naxalites kill villager
Aboout the incident
Jairam Kashyap, the

victim, was found stran-
gled under the jurisdic-
tion of the Malewahi
police station. A group
of Naxalites visited
Kashyap's village on
Thursday night and
took him away. His body
was recovered on
Friday afternoon. After
being alerted about the
incident, a police team
rushed to the spot and
the body was sent for
post-mortem. The police
also recovered a pam-
phlet from near the
body. The pamphlet ex-
pressed suspicion that
he was a police in-
former
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FINAL TOUCHES

Sand sculptor Krishana Debnath gives the final touches to a sand sculpture showing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in Agartala, Saturday. 

WINGED VISITORS

Migratory birds at the Kolleru lake in Andhra Pradesh.

BRIEF

Robbed 
 Chandigarh: The

Ludhiana police on
Saturday recovered
the mobile phone of a
Norwegian cyclist
within two days of it
being stolen from him
during his solo world
bicycle tour in the city.
Two people have also
been arrested in this
regard, they said.

Duped 
 Gurugram: A man

was allegedly duped
of around Rs 2 lakh
while ordering wine
to be delivered to his
home, police said on
Saturday. According
to the complaint,
Chandrakant
Takkar, a resident of
Emerald Floor
Premier in sector 65
dialled the number
of Jagadish wine
shop that he found
on the internet.

Factory  fire
 Pune: Two persons

sustained minor in-
juries in an explo-
sion in a factory in
Wadhu Budruk area
of Pune on Saturday,
an official said. Eight
fire tenders were
rushed to the factory
that manufactures
cushions and foam
material and had at
least 50 to 55 gas
cylinders on the
premises, he said.

Bandh 
 Thane: Commercial

establishments in
Thane city and neigh-
bouring Kalyan,
Dombivali townships
in Maharashtra re-
mained shut on
Saturday in response
to the bandh call given
by the Warkari com-
munity to protest
against the alleged ob-
jectionable remarks
about saints and
Hindu deities made by
Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Sushma
Andhare.

Protest 
 Jabalpur: Some

Hindu right-wing out-
fits tried to protest at
Bhedaghat, the site of
marble rocks, and the
picturesque
Dhuadhar waterfall
in Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh after
getting to know that
Shah Rukh Khan-
starrer film ‘Dunki’
was being shot there,
police officials 
said on Saturday.

Arrested 
 Bareilly: Two men

were arrested here
on Saturday for al-
legedly firing at a
constable inside a po-
lice outpost, a police
official said. The in-
cident took place at
the Nakatiya outpost,
which falls under the
Cantt police station,
on National Highway
24 on Friday night,
he said. The accused
have been identified
as Vikas and
Yashpal, he said.

Indian Air Force (IAF)
cadets celebrate after their

combined graduation 
ceremony at the Air Force
Academy, in Dundigal, on

the outskirts of Hyderabad,
Saturday. 

Mumbai, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister and BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis
on Saturday took a jibe at
opposition Maha Vikas
Agadhi’s (MVA) protest in
Mumbai calling it a
“nano” morcha for gain-
ing political capital.

In a show of strength,
MVA constituents includ-
ing Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP,
Congress, and other par-
ties took out a protest
march against the Eknath
Shinde-BJP government
demanding the removal of
state Governor B S
Koshyari for passing “in-
sulting” remarks against
iconic personalities, in-
cluding Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

Amid the row, Fadnavis
said he has been repeated-
ly saying no one should
speak against national
icons and that those who
do so are wrong. “Despite
making my stand clear, a

morcha was organised for
gaining political capital.
When you run out of is-
sues, such morchas are or-
ganised,’’ he told reporters
and added Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and B R
Ambedkar are our idols.

A political firestorm
erupted after governor
Koshyari had called
Chhatrapati Shivaji an
“icon of olden times”.

Senior BJP leader and
state minister
Chandrakant Patil had
kicked up a row by saying

social reformers B R
Ambedkar and Jyotiba
Phule had “begged”
(sought donations) to start
schools.

Referring to a border
dispute between
Maharashtra and
Karnataka, Fadnavis said
it is not something new
which cropped up after the
formation of the Shinde-
BJP government (in July
this year).

“The Congress and the
NCP (Nationalist
Congress Party) are re-
sponsible for this problem.
The issue is the creation of
the Congress party,” he al-
leged.

The border issue dates
back to 1957 after the reor-
ganisation of states on lin-
guistic lines.

Responding to a query,
Fadnavis said no one can
take Mumbai away from
Maharashtra. “(Shiv Sena
chief) Uddhav Thackeray
should look for new issues
to play politics,” he said.

‘MVA morcha was aimed
at gaining political capital’

Devendra Fadnavis

Rajouri/Jammu, Dec 17 (PTI):

Two persons, who died
of firing outside an army
camp, were cremated in
the Rajouri district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Saturday, officials said.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha described
the incident as “very un-
fortunate” and an-
nounced an ex-gratia re-
lief of Rs 5 lakh to the
families of the deceased.

Kamal Kumar and
Surinder Kumar, both
residents of Pahlyana,
were killed and another
person, Anil Kumar of
Uttarakhand was injured
in a firing incident out-
side the Army camp near
its Alpha gate in Rajouri
town on Friday morning.

While the Army in a
tweet said some “uniden-
tified” terrorists had
started firing at the
camp, eyewitnesses
claimed that a sentry

posted at the gate opened
fire at the approaching
locals, resulting in casu-
alties.

District Development
Commissioner Vikas
Kundal, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police Haseeb Mughal
and other senior civil
and police officers joined
thousands of people in
the cremation of the de-
ceased at the local cre-
matory.

The cremation passed
off peacefully without
any untoward incident,
an official said.

“The incident in
Rajouri is very unfortu-
nate. Condolences to the
bereaved families. The
price of a life cannot be
set in monetary terms
but still, I announce an
ex-gratia relief of Rs five
lakh for each affected
family,” Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha posted on
Twitter. Leaders of dif-

ferent political parties
visited the bereaved fam-
ily and demanded a time-
bound probe into the in-
cident and adequate
compensation to the fam-
ilies of the deceased.

“It is a tragic incident
and whosoever is found
involved will have to face
the law. Army is conduct-
ing a court of inquiry
and police have launched
its investigation after
registering a case,” J&K
BJP president Ravinder
Raina told reporters
after meeting the fami-
lies of the deceased in
Rajouri.

He said Lt Governor
telephoned the victims’
families to assure that
justice will be done to
them, adding, “I have
talked to the General of-
ficer Commanding-in-
Chief, northern
Command and GOC 25
Infantry Division based
in Rajouri over the inci-

dent.” Raina said the
Army is a professional
force and known for its
discipline, bravery and
upholding human rights,
adding, “I have full faith
that the investigation
will be completed in a
time-bound manner to
award exemplary pun-
ishment to the guilty.”

Referring to the killing
of three local youths of
Rajouri in a fake en-
counter in Shopian on
July 18, 2020, the BJP
leader said the Army’s
court of inquiry nailed
the guilty and took stern
action against them.

A delegation of the
Pradesh Congress
Committee led by former
Member of Legislative
Council (MLC) Ravinder
Sharma also visited the
families of the deceased
and demanded a time-
bound judicial probe into
the killings to fix the re-
sponsibility.

Two Rajouri firing victims cremated Police conducting raids to trace 
ex-Union minister Chinmayanand

Mangaluru, Dec 17
(PTI): Moral policing is
on the rise in Mangaluru
city and its outskirts be-
cause Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai is encouraging
such acts by right wing ac-
tivists, Congress leader
Siddaramaiah alleged on
Saturday.

Addressing reporters at
the airport here, he said
eight moral policing inci-
dents have been reported
in Dakshina Kannada in
the recent past.

Condemning such acts
by anti-social elements, he
said strict action should
be taken against those in-
volved in moral policing.

Siddramaiah wondered
whether the Chief
Minister is aware of the
existing laws and the du-

ties of the police. The gov-
ernment should not allow
such activities to take
place, he said.

Reacting to the wide-
spread criticism against
the statement of KPCC
president D K
Shivakumar on the

Mangaluru blasts,
Siddaramaiah said the
BJP is manipulating the
KPCC chief ’s statement
and spreading false infor-
mation among the people.

On the BJP’s charge
that terrorist activities
were on the rise during
the rule of the Congress,
he asked why the BJP
could not contain terror-
ism in the country in the
last 9 years. “Now they
have a double-engine gov-
ernment here and why are
they not preventing ter-
rorist activities,” he
asked.

He said the BJP leaders
are trying to divert the at-
tention of the people from
burning problems faced
by the State and are pro-
voking the masses with
emotive issues.

‘Bommai encouraging moral policing’

Siddramaiah 

Shahjahanpur (UP), Dec
17 (PTI): Police are con-
ducting raids to trace for-
mer Union minister
Swami Chinmayanand,
who has been declared as
an absconder by a court
here. Superintendent of
Police (SP) S Anand told
PTI on Saturday that the
directives of the MP-MLA
court are being complied
with. “Chinmayanand
was not found at his ad-
dress. We are conducting
raids to trace him. We will
soon find him and pro-
duce him in the court,” he
said. Government lawyer
Neelima Saxena said the
MP-MLA court declared
Chinmayanand as an ab-
sconder on December 15.
Saxena added that the
court has directed the
Shahjahanpur SP to pro-
duce Chinmayanand be-
fore it on January 16 and

that the directive be past-
ed on the former Union
minister’s house as well at
public places.

An official posted at the
Kotwali police station
said raids are being con-
ducted to trace
Chinmayanand and the
same is being mentioned
in the general diary, but
Chinmayanand has gone
somewhere from his
Mumukshu ashram.

C h i n m a y a n a n d ’ s
lawyer Hasan Khan said
action against his client
was taken under section
82 of the CrPC (proclama-
tion for person abscond-
ing), but Chinmayanad is
76 years old, suffering
from various ailments
and recently underwent
an eye operation in
Hyderabad. “He has high
blood pressure and dia-
betes. He wanted to ap-

pear in court on
December 15. However,
his health condition dete-
riorated and as a result,
he could not be brought to
the court. His interim bail
plea is to be heard by the
high court on December
19,” Khan said.

Senior advocate Anoop
Trivedi said section 82 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) per-
tains to proclamation for
a person absconding.

In 2011, on a complaint
from one of his disciples,
a case of sexual exploita-
tion was registered
against Mumukshu
ashram founder
Chinmayanand. The
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had, in 2018, sent a
letter to the court through
the district magistrate to
withdraw the case, but the
victim had objected to it.



Cairo, Dec 17 (AP):

The International
Monetary Fund has ap-
proved a deal that will pro-
vide a USD 3 billion sup-
port package to cash-
strapped Egypt over a peri-
od of almost four years,
with the agreement expect-
ed to draw in additional
USD 14 billion in financing
for the Middle East country.
The announcement from
the IMF’s executive board
late on Friday comes after a
preliminary agreement
was reached in October be-
tween Egypt and the fund,
hours after Egypt’s central
bank introduced a series of
reforms, including a hike
in key interest rates by
roughly 2 percentage
points. The Egyptian econ-
omy has been hard-hit by
the coronavirus pandemic
and the war in Ukraine,
events that have played
havoc with global markets

and hiked oil and food
prices worldwide. Egypt is
the world’s largest wheat
importer, most of which
came from Russia and
Ukraine. The country’s
supply is subject to price
changes on the internation-
al market. The deal an-
nounced on Friday known
as an Extended Fund
Facility Arrangement is ex-
pected to cover a period of
46 months and will give the
Egyptian government im-
mediate access to about
USD 347 million, which will
help the debt-ridden econo-
my nation bolster its bal-
ance of payments and
budget, the IMF said. The
statement said the package
is expected ‘to catalyse ad-
ditional financing of about
USD 14 billion from Egypt’s
international and regional
partners. According to the
IMF, the package will intro-
duce wide-sweeping eco-
nomic reforms, including a

‘durable shift to a flexible
exchange rate regime’’ and
a ‘monetary policy aimed at
gradually reducing infla-
tion.’’

Washington, Dec 17
(AP): Private businesses
in Ukraine are in line to re-
ceive 2 billion in financing
arranged by the
International Finance
Corporation (IFC) to help
rebuild the country’s agri-
culture and fuel import in-
dustries and other ven-
tures, which have faced ex-
tensive losses because of
the war. The IFC, a mem-
ber of the World Bank
Group, provides private
sector financing to devel-
oping countries. The loans
differ from the billions that
Ukraine has received in
grants and other forms of
no-strings-attached aid
from donor nations, as
they must be paid back.
Since Russia invaded in

February, at least 5 million
jobs have been lost, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s Ministry
of Economy. The National
Bank of Ukraine estimates
that 11% of businesses had
closed as of September
and more than half were
operating below capacity.
Loans to the country’s pri-
vate sector will become
more important in coming
years as Ukraine’s finance
ministry copes with a
widening budget deficit. In
addition, grants and other
foreign aid are not guaran-
teed, and Republicans in

the U.S. Congress have sig-
naled uncertain support
for Ukraine when they
take control of the House
in January. Getting private
financing is difficult for
countries facing war,
floods and other calami-
ties. “You’re looking at a
level of risk that is just as-
tounding,” said Kenneth
Rogoff, a Harvard
University economist.
Even before the war in
Ukraine, corruption was
rampant and Ukraine had
difficulty getting invest-
ment.

BALLET DANCERS PERFORM

Ballet dancers perform “The Nutcracker” ballet during the annual presentation at the Teresa Carreno Theater in
Caracas, Venezuela.

UKRAIN CRISIS

Ukrainian soldiers fire a Pion artillery system at Russian positions near Bakhmut,
Donetsk region, Ukraine.
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Islamabad, Dec 17 (PTI):

Pakistan could recon-
sider its strategy for deal-
ing with Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers, Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari has said, as he ex-
pressed disappointment
over their failure to pre-
vent the banned TTP
from conducting cross-
border terrorist attacks
in his country.

Addressing a UN event
in New York Bilawal said:
“Pakistan will not toler-
ate cross-border terror-
ism by the TTP (Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan) or
other terrorist groups,
like the BLA (Balochistan
Liberation Army).

He said that Pakistan
could reconsider its strat-
egy for dealing with
Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers, but it could not af-
ford to disengage with
Kabul, the Dawn newspa-

per reported. Separately,
in his address to a com-
memoration event to hon-
our the victims of the
December 16, 2014, terror-
ist attack on the Army
Public School (APS) in
Peshawar, Bilawal said
that Kabul’s Taliban
rulers had failed
Pakistan’s “hope and ex-
pectation” of constrain-
ing the TTP from con-
ducting cross-border ter-
rorist attacks.” The TTP
militants, who had come
from Afghanistan, had
killed 149 people - includ-
ing 132 schoolchildren -
in one of the worst ter-
rorist attacks in
Pakistan. Bilawal re-
called that the Afghan
Taliban pledged to do so
in Doha, where they
signed a peace agreement
with the United States
and also in subsequent
declarations. “But en-
deavours towards this

end appear to have failed.
The TTP seems to have
been emboldened to de-
clare war against
Pakistan. Its attacks have
intensified,” he noted.

On being asked if
Islamabad would consid-
er disengaging with
Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers because they were
allowing them to carry
out the attacks, Bilawal
said: “I can’t wish the

Taliban away or
Afghanistan away. They
are a reality, and they are
on my border.”

Bur “the modes and
ways in which we are en-
gaging, particularly with-
in the Pakistani context,
and as far as the TTP is
concerned, perhaps that
can be reconsidered, as
far as the strategy is con-
cerned,” he said.

He said Pakistan has
shared a comprehensive
dossier with the secre-
tary-general and the UN
Security Council “con-
taining concrete evidence
of such external support
to the TTP and other ter-
rorist groups operating
against Pakistan”.

“We need to eliminate
the safe havens of these
terrorists; to cut off the
sources of their financ-
ing and sponsorship, and
to target and hold ac-
countable individuals

and entities responsible
for the terrorist attacks
or for sponsoring and fi-
nancing such attacks,” he
said. His remarks came
days after the banned
T e h r e e k - e - T a l i b a n
Pakistan (TTP) last week
called off an indefinite
ceasefire agreed with the
government in June and
ordered its militants to
carry out attacks across
the country. The TTP, also
known as the Pakistan
Taliban, was set up as an
umbrella group of sever-
al militant outfits in 2007.
Its main aim is to impose
its strict brand of Islam
across Pakistan. The TTP
announced a ceasefire
with the government in
June but the attacks on
the security forces never
stopped. The group never
claimed responsibility
and instead blamed splin-
ter groups for those at-
tacks.

‘Pak could reconsider its strategy for
dealing with Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers’

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari

Washington, Dec 17 (PTI):

The Delhi Police and
Central Bureau of
Investigations have helped
the FBI in busting a major
trans-national scam that
duped thousands of
Americans, mostly senior
citizens, of millions of dol-
lars in about 10 years on
the pretext of providing
them with tech-support, a
US attorney has said.

Harshad Madaan, 34,
from New Delhi and
Vikash Gupta, 33, from
Faridabad, were arrested
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and
the Delhi Police this week.
The third Indian Gagan
Lamba, 41, from New
Delhi remains at large.
Gagan’s brother Jatin
Lamba is also in police

custody. All are charged by
indictment with conspira-
cy to commit wire fraud,
conspiracy to commit
computer fraud, and sub-
stantive violations of wire
fraud and computer fraud.

US Attorney Philip R
Sellinger, in a statement,
thanked CBI and the Delhi
Police for their assistance
in busting this trans-na-
tional tech support scam.
I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n ,
Meghana Kumar, 50, plead-
ed guilty to the charges
this week. Jayant Bhatia,
33, of Ontario has been ar-
rested by Canadian au-
thorities. Kulwinder
Singh, 34, of Richmond
Hill, New York, has been
charged with conspiracy
to commit money launder-
ing, money laundering,
and engaging in monetary

transactions in property
derived from specified un-
lawful activity. Bhatia has
been charged with offens-
es related to his participa-
tion in a high-tech fraud
scheme The indictment al-
leges that all six Indians
and persons of Indian ori-
gin used access to personal
computers to run a high-
tech extortion scheme on a
global scale. Sellinger said
they frequently preyed
upon senior citizens and
scared them into paying
for unnecessary and use-
less computer repair serv-
ices. “Tech-support scams
and other consumer fraud
schemes that frequently
target elderly or vulnera-
ble citizens are particular-
ly egregious crimes,” said
Acting Inspector in
Charge Raimundo

Marrero, Newark Field
Office, Philadelphia
Division, said. The indict-
ment alleges that from
2012 through November
2022, they were members
of a criminal fraud ring
that operated a technical
support fraud scheme in
the United States, India,
and Canada. The scheme
targeted victims across
the United States and
Canada, including New
Jersey, many of whom
were elderly. The primary
objective was to trick vic-
tims into believing that
their personal computers
were infected with a virus
or malware and then con-
vince the victims to pay
hundreds or thousands of
dollars to the fraud ring
for phony computer repair
services.

CBI and Delhi Police help FBI in busting 
a multimillion-dollar tech support scam

United Nations, Dec 17 (AP):

The U.N. General
Assembly on Friday re-
jected attempts by
Myanmar’s military
junta, Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers, and
Libya’s rival eastern-
based government to take
their country’s seats at the
United Nations.

The 193-member world
body voted by consensus,
with a bang of the gavel by
assembly president Csaba
Korsi, to approve a recom-
mendation by its
Credentials Committee
that the requests be de-
ferred. The decision
means that Myanmar will
remain being represented
at the United Nations by
Kyaw Moe Tun, who was
Myanmar’s ambassador

when the military ousted
civilian leader Aung San
Suu Kyi on Feb. 1, 2021.

Afghanistan’s seat will
remain with the country’s
previous government led
by President Ashraf
Ghani, which was ousted
by the Taliban in August
2021. And Libyan
Ambassador Taher
Elsonni, who represents
the government based in
the capital, Tripoli, in
western Libya will remain
the country’s envoy.

Guyana’s U.N. ambassa-
dor, Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett, who chairs the
credentials committee, in-
troduced its report before
the vote, citing rival com-
munications from
Myanmar, Afghanistan
and Libya seeking to rep-
resent their countries.

“The committee decided
to postpone its considera-
tion of the credentials per-
taining to the representa-
tives of Myanmar,
Afghanistan and of
Libya” to a future time in
the current 77th session of
the General Assembly,
which ends next
September, she said.

Korosi then gaveled
adoption of the resolution
approving the commit-
tee’s report.

Myanmar’s military
rulers sought the U.N. seat
after Suu Kyi was ousted.
The army’s coup was met
with widespread peaceful
protests that were
quashed with lethal force,
triggering armed resist-
ance that some U.N. ex-
perts have characterized
as civil war. After the

Taliban overran
Afghanistan in the final
weeks of the U.S. and
NATO forces’ pullout from
the country after 20 years
of war, they sought a U.N.
seat and initially prom-
ised to allow women’s and
minority rights. Instead,
they have banned second-
ary education for girls, se-
verely restricted work and
travel for women, and car-
ried out public lashings
and a public execution.

Oil-rich Libya plunged
into chaos after a NATO-
backed uprising toppled
and killed longtime dicta-
tor Moammar Gadhafi in
2011. In the chaos that fol-
lowed, the county split,
with the rival administra-
tions backed by rogue
militias and foreign gov-
ernments.

UN rejects seats for Myanmar
junta, Taliban, Libya’s east

$2B in loans to help Ukraine’s 
agriculture, fuel import businesses

IMF approves deal with Egypt for
USD 3 billion support package

Deal reached for new
non-Russian power
source for Europe

Bucharest, Dec 17 (AP):
The leaders of Hungary,
Romania, Georgia and
Azerbaijan finalised an
agreement on Saturday on
an undersea electricity
connector that could be-
come a new power source
for the European Union
amid a crunch on energy
supplies caused by the war
in Ukraine.

The agreement involves
a cable running beneath
the Black Sea that would
link Azerbaijan to
Hungary via Georgia and
Romania.

The deal comes as
Hungary, which has lob-
bied heavily against EU
sanctions on Russia for its
war in Ukraine, is seeking
additional sources for fos-
sil fuels to reduce its heavy
dependence on Russian oil
and gas.

Azerbaijan plans to ex-
port electricity from off-
shore wind farms to
Europe via Georgia, a
cable beneath the Black
Sea, and then to Romania
and Hungary.

The office of Romanian
President Klaus Iohannis
said in a statement on
Friday that the agreement
between the four nations
will provide the “financial
and technical framework”
for the undersea electrici-
ty cable project.

The project will aim to
diversify energy supplies
and increase regional en-
ergy security, the state-
ment said.

On Friday, Romanian
natural gas producer
Romgaz also said it signed
a contract with
Azerbaijan’s state oil com-
pany SOCAR to receive
natural gas through the so-
called southern gas corri-
dor, with deliveries set to
start on January 1.
Romgaz said it will serve
its “strategic objectives” of
diversifying natural gas
sources.

I t is said that life is what you
make it like we can turn

our life into heaven or hell. What
difference does it make from our
point of view whether we can
live like a frog in a well or
whether we can be conscious
enough about our surroundings?
God has provided us with many
admirable ingredients for a
happy and healthy life and we
have prepared some ingredients
for the ease of the same life.
Where the former is often easily
neglected and underestimated,
but the latter hurts a lot when
separated. We came into this
world with certain gifts already
presented and these were expect-
ed to stay with us for the rest of
our lives. But did we come with
those gifts? Shall we go with
them? No, it is not that everyone
comes from this world alone and
leaves alone. We considered
them inseparable as they were
gifted to us immediately and we
failed to realize that they did not
come with us but were given to
us to make our life happy and
meaningful.

There is a famous saying in
this materialistic world that
nothing comes for free. But why
is it so? This is because now our
priorities have changed and we
have made our life very easy. If
we have money in our pockets
and have the power to make the
world feel our presence then
everything in this world is under
our feet. But there are some of
the most basic and essential
things that no power in the world
can buy or dominate. Even the
richest person on this planet
does not have enough money to
be their master.

But what are they? What is the
list that contains these mighty
things? Is there a universal list
for this? No, because they differ
from person to person. The most
common among them are-First it
is our life which comes in the
list. We are breathing now be-
cause God has created us to
come into this world and we owe
him nothing for this amazing
grace. After we entered the stage
of this drama we formed rela-
tions like friends and relatives

but there were two persons with
whom we were connected organ-
ically before we even opened our
eyes. And it was our parents who
taught us to differentiate be-
tween right and wrong and in-
spired us to make good use of
every moment of life. Our family
members are the dearest person
to us in the world and we are
proud that they are with us but
which paper certifies that we are
their owner or they are due for
such payment? They are with us
because we were destined to be
with them and luck is always in-
dependent whether good or bad.

The values of life were with us
when we were born (and they
were most sacred) but at that
time we were too young to under-
stand them and they gradually
changed with the environment
around us. Our philosophy of life
is mixed with that of our family
and friends, resulting in a new
set of ideologies to guide us in all
our subsequent decisions. It has
made one the most revered figure
like Gandhi and the other the
most criticized like Hitler, but
both have something to learn be-
cause one showed the path to fol-
low and the other the path not to
follow. To do. The most amazing
thing about it is that it is free. It
depends on us what we can gain
and what we can lose. Another
free gem of our life is the nature
around us. We have the sun that
brings a new dawn every day; We
have green pastures to make
those mornings pleasant, birds
chirping to wake us up, flowers
blooming to see the beauty of
life, and flowing water to soothe
our eyes. This natural beauty of
nature is the cutest and most en-
dearing presence for men who
ask for nothing but a keen ob-
server to admire. And the most
important thing is that we have
not yet paid anything to enjoy
this heaven on earth.

Man is the best resource be-
cause he transforms the matter
around him into productive re-
sources. It is only because of the
skill n talent hidden in their
mind. Man is the most intelli-
gent creature on earth. We have
reached the moon, gained new

methods of faster communica-
tion, and even developed artifi-
cial intelligence. What made all
this possible? It is our brain and
analytical thinking that lead us
to explore the hitherto unex-
plored areas of life. And that
skill came to us for free. We have
sharpened it by coming to life.
We see a child who is as intelli-
gent as Kautilya, a girl whose IQ
is higher than Einstein, and a
boy who has made a clock that
was mistaken for a bomb. All of
them are in productive phases of
their life and have not received
any sophisticated education
from any world-renowned uni-
versity. All this is his innate tal-
ent which has come to him for
free. We all have the such ability
but we did not recognize it and
failed to make the world feel in
awe of us.

The diversity that we see
around us is the spice of life. We
have the snow-clad Himalayas,
the fertile alluvial plains, the
mineral-rich peninsular plateau,
the biodiversity-rich coastal
plains, and the Western Ghats
and deserts with their scorching
heat. We have a wide variety of
religions, languages, festivals,
music, dance, drama, etc. We
have many seasons that are so
punctual in their arrival and de-
parture. The changing season
brings excitement into our lives
and motivates us to adapt our
lifestyle more and feel the vast-
ness of life. But now the values
are changing and men are too.
Men are gravitating towards
wealth and have become materi-
alistic. The feelings of love, affec-
tion, compassion, co-existence,
and peace are losing their base.
We are indeed lucky to have
some valuable things right from
our birth and we are likely to
have them till our last breath,
but only if we can preserve them
by understanding their utility. If
we start taking them for granted,
the results will be disastrous.
And then this proverb will be-
come true- "Na baap bada na
bhaiya, sabse bada rupaiya".

(Writer is Research Scholar 
in Political Science, Poetess,

freelance journalist, and columnist.)
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No end to corruption
Day in and day out, we read

about and see corruption all
around — in the departments of
police, excise and taxation, food
and civil supplies, revenue and
what not! Still, the Punjab
Government claims that the
state is now corruption-free!
How ridiculous is this? More so
when the AAP supremo went on
announcing with pride that the
Punjab Chief Minister had per-
formed the miracle of eradicat-
ing corruption in just one month.
An inference can easily be
drawn from the daily news how
rampant corruption is in the
state. Mere declarations will not
serve any purpose. Concrete
steps should be taken if the gov-
ernment wishes to rid Punjab of
this menace.

SSaatt  PPaall  SShhaarrmmaa,,  BBaatthhiinnddaa

Reform UN urgently
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar has raised valid
points to highlight the failure of
the United Nations Security
Council in maintaining interna-
tional peace and security.
Countries having veto power
have misused it many times:
China blocked the blacklisting of
Hafiz Saeed as a global terrorist
time and again. Why should only
five permanent members con-
trol the world while the 10 non-
permanent ones remain silent
spectators? The UN needs to be
reformed urgently to extend
powers to more member coun-
tries.

OO  PPrraassaaddaa  RRaaoo,,  HHyyddeerraabbaadd

Bans rarely work
Leave alone Bihar, perhaps no

ban can be implemented any-
where in the world. In India,
most bans are announced with-
out thinking about the socio-
economic and practical implica-
tions. Corruption, insincerity
and the lack of workforce are
the major reasons for the failure
of such bans. For example, the
ban on plastic bags in
Chandigarh is a complete fail-
ure. Sporadic raids on traders,
particularly small-time hawkers,
result only in undue harassment.
Besides, most local chemists in
the city continue to sell medi-
cines without an authorised doc-
tor’s prescription and without is-
suing proper receipts, a legally
banned practice.

BBaallvviinnddeerr,,  CChhaannddiiggaarrhh

Against 
Parliament spirit

Parliament is the supreme and
sacred body whose main func-
tion is to legislate laws on the
basis of arguments and counter-
arguments put up by public rep-
resentatives on issues of public
and national importance. The
House provides an equal oppor-
tunity to raise the issues of na-
tional importance to all public
representatives without any dis-
crimination on the basis of caste,
colour, creed or religion.
Arguments can have a bearing
on framing of laws meant for
public welfare. Hence, the Lok
Sabha Speaker is right in point-
ing out that there should be no
references to caste during the
course of discussion. Any such
reference by any public repre-
sentative is uncalled for as it is
against the spirit of the House.

RRaavvii  SShhaarrmmaa,,  DDhhaarriiwwaall

LETTERS
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PRIYANKA SAURABH

People with their pet during Pet festival, at NSIC, Okhla, in New Delhi, Saturday, Dec. 17.

PET FESTIVAL

W ith no enthusiasm shown by locals in terror-
ism, almost nil new recruitments, no hartals,

no stone pelting, no post Jumma Namaz protests,
bumper tourist season, Independence Day celebra-
tions with almost every household of Kashmir hoist-
ing Tiranga, opening of beauty parlours and cinema
halls, tension free night life back, practically total
peace at Kashmir, has rattled Pakistan like anything.
Irrelevant statements, total internal chaos with Ex-PM
on roads and being shot at one of the rallies, General
Bajwa resigning, protests in Baluchistan and other
areas of POJK, ever collapsing economy, scarcity of oil
and food material are not enough reasons for Pakistan
to worry. Despite running around for charity in whole
world yet Pakistan’s Kashmir obsession makes it a
laughing stock in the eyes of the world. Playing reli-
gion and fabricating stories of atrocities in Kashmir
have been exposed by open live telecast of bumper
tourists season and events to promote more tourism in
Kashmir and of course earlier visits of various head of
states and ambassadors. There are no takers of
Pakistan victim theory in Western Countries and it is
no more blue eyed boy of America now. Ever increas-
ing association of India-America and emergence of
India as world leader is just too much for Pakistan to
digest. Presidency of G20 and fifth largest economy of
world is India, no match for a virtually failed state of
Pakistan who has just been let off the hook from FATF
Grey List. Billions of dollars of oil deal between India
and Russia has not gone well with OIC and as it has
just poked its nose into the area way beyond its set do-
main. On Kashmir issue even UN has refused to inter-
vene and so has America. OIC with no locus standi is
just trying to make an issue of nothing and rightly re-
buffed by India. OIC stand is totally unacceptable.
Kashmir is no more an issue but yes POJK has defi-
nitely been and India will for sure take it to logical con-
clusion at right time.

Another free gem of our life is the nature around us.
We have the sun that brings a new dawn every day; We
have green pastures to make those mornings pleasant,
birds chirping to wake us up, flowers blooming to see
the beauty of life, and flowing water to soothe our
eyes. This natural beauty of nature is the cutest and
most endearing presence for men who ask for nothing
but a keen observer to admire. And the most impor-
tant thing is that we have not yet paid anything to
enjoy this heaven on earth. But now the values are
changing and men are too. Men are gravitating to-
wards wealth and have become materialistic. The feel-
ings of love, affection, compassion, co-existence, and
peace are losing their base.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE

A highly prestigious technological institution situ-
ated in a South Indian state. While engaged in lec-

ture within the class, the teacher addressed one of his
students by using the name of a notorious terrorist.
Perhaps the teacher had got  "inspired" to call so be-
cause the student is coincidentally affiliated to the
same religious group as the terrorist. Can any race, re-
ligious-caste-linguistic- colour group or nationality
dare to claim that the concerned community is ab-
solutely bereft of persons of criminal or terrorist an-
tecedents. Yet how can the teacher address a student in
such a derogatory fashion clearly transmitting the
message that a particular religious community and ter-
rorism are synonymous to each other. Even if it was
done just for the sake of "fun" (on confronted by the stu-
dent in an extremely dignified manner, the teacher
himself invoked the "fun" factor); it clearly reflects his
highly casual as well as biased mindset. By imitating
the heart-rending cry of the injured frog whose tribe
was getting hit thanks to the boys who were throwing
stones in the pond ("Boys, stop your cruel sport. What
is play to you is death to us"); the teacher must be inti-
mated in clearest fashion possible --- "Sir, stop your
cruel joke. What is fun to you is insult to us". Let's move
diagonally to reach an East Indian state. Here a judge of
a particular High Court has taunted an official by in-
voking his caste and "reserved" status during open pro-
ceedings with the others present breaking out into
bursts of laughter. The District Land Acquisition
Officer, now suspended on allegations of indulging in
bribery, was summoned by the Court and questioned
whether he had secured the job through the policy of
reservation. On receiving an affirmative answer, the
judge chuckled in delight and self-congratulated for
"getting it right by realising his name". Indeed it forms
the democratic right of every individual to have his
take on caste based reservation policy which gets pur-
sued in the sector of higher education and jobs. He/she
can freely exercise his/her support or objection to-
wards the quota system, but only in appropriate fo-
rums. But how can the caste (or mode of entry in jobs)
of an official enter the picture when the Court is decid-
ing whether he had really indulged in corruption or
not. Surely there exists no correlation between caste
and corruption because neither honesty nor dishon-
esty can ever be the monopoly of any particular group
of population. Irrespective of demographic credential,
any person can be a paragon of vice or virtue. The offi-
cial can surely be punished if his alleged wrongs get
proved in Court, but mocking him in terms of caste and
mode of entry in jobs is certainly not fair enough. If we
can't practice the distinction between personal opinion
and official responsibility; how can we act neutral
while performing our joby. Can the concerned judge de-
liver a verdict in neutral fashion if the mind remains
prejudiced enough to unnecessarily invoke the caste or
job-entry mode of the accused facing allegations of cor-
ruption. This is certainly not "Honorable". Both these
bizarre incidents nakedly brings to light two aspects of
this society. First, both the judge and the teacher are so-
cially "elite" basking in imposed glamour of being "edu-
cated". But their cruel attitude towards members of a
particular religion/ caste blatantly expose that they are
nothing but mere possessors of University degrees and
pathetically devoid of the basic essence of education-
values ethics neutrality and humanity. Second, the
meaningful silence of the classmates compelling only
the victimised student to stand up for himself and the
cruel laughter by the persons in Court following such
an insensitive comment by the judge prove the magni-
tude of selfishness and hatred prevalent in the society.
Despite deluge of rhetoric revolving "modernity" of
"technological advancement"; it seems as far as mindset
is concerned, our society is making a fast retreat to-
wards intolerance and darkness.

Rretreat towards Darkness

Unacceptable OIC 
interference

Why are we not seeing the best in life?

K Raveendran

A global survey of companies
has revealed a serious short-

age of tech talent when it comes
to artificial intelligence, which is
threatening to slow down the shift
towards the new productivity tool.
A majority of respondents in the
survey, carried out by manage-
ment consultancy McKinsey, have
reported difficulty in hiring for
each AI-related role in the past
year, and most say it either wasn’t
any easier or was more difficult to
acquire this talent than in years
past. AI data scientists remain
particularly scarce, with the
largest share of respondents rat-
ing data scientist as a role that
has been difficult to fill, out of the
roles we asked about.

The findings are particularly rel-
evant to India, which boasts the
world’s biggest talent pool, and
have lessons for the country’s edu-
cation system. India has been one
of the biggest beneficiaries of the

IT boom, triggered by the highly
feared Y2K problem at the turn of
the new millennium, which ulti-
mately turned out to be a non-
issue. But it had opened up a new
world of opportunity for India’s
human resources pool. AI may well
become another such opportunity.
According to UNESCO’s State of
the Education Report for India
2022, India has an advantage of
having an advanced IT sector and
a large number of young people
who will join the labour market in
the near future. There is of course
concern that even as additional
jobs will be created for AI-literate
people, many other jobs may be
lost due to AI-based automation.
But a McKinsey had projected that
while 57 million jobs would be
eliminated in India due to AI and
automation, 114 million or twice as
many news jobs will be created
due to AI technologies.

According to the Artificial
Intelligence Index Report 2021,
India had the worlds’ second

highest growth in AI hiring from
2016 to 2020, behind Brazil and
ahead of Canada, Singapore and
South Africa. Analyst India maga-
zine as well Jigsaw Academy also
reported that there were almost
91,000 AI-related staff working in
India, with 16,500 job openings as
of July 2020. The median salary
was Rs 14.7 lakh, with the highest
median salary of Rs16.7 lakh
being paid in Mumbai.

The AI market in India is ex-
pected to reach $7.8 billion by
2025 at the rate of 20.2 percent
compound annual growth rate. It
is also predicted that the AI soft-
ware market itself will grow to
$6.4 billion in 2025. According to
NAASCOM, AI will add between
$450 billion and $500 billion to
India’s GDP by 2025. Similarly, a
survey of over 3,000 stakeholders,
conducted by Intel and the Indian
School of Business on the suitabil-
ity of machine learning showed 80
percent of the respondents ex-
pected their staff to undergo sig-

nificant retaining over the next
two years owing to the advent of
AI in their businesses.

In 2018, NITI Aayog recognized
the importance of AI in education,
which is reflected in the National
Education Policy 2020.The
National Education Policy of 2020
has, accordingly, highlighted sev-
eral important areas in which the
application of AI is mentioned. It
recommends introducing courses
related to AI at all levels of educa-
tion to develop the skills required
to meet the current demands of
industry. In this regard, the policy
recommends introduction com-
putational thinking (CT) at a
foundational stage of children’s
education so that India plays a
leadership role in the fields of AI,
machine learning and data sci-
ence. NEP advocates the devel-
opment of hardware and soft-
ware that use AI, machine learn-
ing, learning analytics, big data,
blockchain, smart boards, adap-
tive systems etc to improve stu-

dents’ learning and to identify
their learning paths. It goes non
to advocate the development of
AI-based software to track stu-
dents through their years in
school, based on their learning
data to provide information about
their strengths weaknesses and
areas of interest and thus help
them make decisions about the
careers they want to choose.

According to UNESCO, India is
well advanced in terms of AI liter-
acy compared to other countries,
which is illustrated by the fact that
the country has the highest rela-
tive AI skill penetration rate world-
wide. At the same time, it high-
lights two important issues that
require attention, one of which is
that women and girls as well as
other disadvantaged socio-eco-
nomic groups often have fewer
opportunities to become AI liter-
ate and the other is the human di-
mension if AI literacy, which is
often overlooked compared with
its technological dimension.

India’s Next I-T Boom May Be In Artificial Intelligence
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Merger completion

New Delhi: Leading
film exhibitor PVR
Ltd's Chairman Ajay
Bijli  said he expects
the merger with Inox
Leisure to be complet-
ed by the end of this
fiscal. Post merger, he
said the combined en-
tity would have 3,000
to 4,000 screens in five
years. He also said the
company is quite en-
couraged by the re-
sponse shown by the
movie goers in the last
nine months, supple-
mented by a robust
pipeline of movies by
the film industry.

Electric buses
Bengaluru:
Automobile major
Tata Motors  an-
nounced that
Bengaluru
Metropolitan
Transport
Corporation (BMTC)
has signed an agree-
ment with its sub-
sidiary company for
the operation of 921
low-floor electric
buses in the city. As
part of the agreement,
subsidiary firm TML
Smart City Mobility
Solutions will supply,
operate and maintain
921 units of electric
buses for 12 years,
Tata Motors said in a
statement.

Power purchase 

Rupnagar: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Friday said his gov-
ernment will review
the power purchase
agreements signed
with the private
power-producing
companies by the pre-
vious governments,
asserting that his
government does not
want people to get
costlier electricity. He
stated this after the
first rake of coal
reached here from
the Pachhwara coal
mine in Jharkhand.
Replying to a ques-
tion on scrapping the
PPAs which he had
sought when he was
an opposition leader,
Mann said, "we are
reviewing them.
Because the kind of
clauses which have
been incorporated in
them (PPAs) that
even if they are
scrapped, we will
have to pay money.

‘Roshni’ branches
New Delhi: PNB
Housing Finance on
Friday said it has
opened 'Roshni'
branches in various
locations, including
tier II and III cities,
for deepening its
customer base in the
affordable housing
segment. Through
its affordable home
loan scheme Roshni,
the city-based lender
has also renewed its
commitment to-
wards the govern-
ment's Housing for
All mission, it
added. Under this
initiative, PNB
Housing Finance
will offer retail loans
to individuals in the
range of Rs 5 lakh to
Rs 30 lakh.

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

The Centre and states
are working out strategies
to widen taxpayer base
under GST and have start-
ed pilot projects on sharing
of data with discoms and
property tax details to
identify non-GST regis-
tered businesses. Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) chief
Vivek Johri said a pilot
project on data sharing
with discoms is ongoing in
Madhya Pradesh, while
Gujarat is undertaking a
pilot on PAN-based linkage
of businesses.
Maharashtra is doing a
pilot on sharing property
tax data and geo tagging
businesses and linking
with their property. "We

are working out (a) strate-
gy, we are discussing with
states. Widening GST base
would mean we have to see
taxpayers who ought to be
in tax net are they there or
not. What we are looking
at is robust data from all
agencies," Johri told re-
porters here. Explaning

how the data sharing with
power distribution compa-
nies or discoms would
work, Johri said the de-
partment would match
data base to see who are
electricity consumers with
commercial use connec-
tions and not in the tax de-
partment data base.

He said the missing link
can be detected if the prop-
erty or electricity connec-
tion is registered for com-
mercial use but not regis-
tered under Goods and
Services Tax (GST).
Currently, there are 1.4
crore businesses regis-
tered under GST, which
was launched on July 1,
2017. Briefing reporters
after the 48th GST Council
meeting on Saturday, fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said that
the Centre and states

would attempt to widen
the GST base at every level
to increase the tax mop-up,
which is averaging about
Rs 1.4 lakh crore every
month.

"The focus will be on
how much all of us are put-
ting effort... to widen the
tax base," she said. Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
chief Vivek Johri on
Saturday said online
games where winning is
dependent on a certain
outcome would attract 28
per cent GST on the full bet
value. Though the report
of the Group of Ministers
(GoM) on online gaming
did not come up for discus-
sion at the GST Council,
the department would go
by the view that 28 per cent
GST is payable on full bet
value put in by a player,
and not net of margins.

Centre, states working
out strategies to widen

taxpayer base: CBIC chief
̈ Under GST

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and  CBIC

Chairman Vivek Johri addresses
the media during the 48th GST
Council meeting, in New Delhi,

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022.

Bengaluru, Dec 17: 

Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Hardeep Singh Puri
said India looks forward to
more comprehensive and
intensified engagement
with all countries in the
energy sector, including
Russian Federation. He
said, along with other
countries, Russia has now
become a prominent sup-
plier of oil to India. "Our
cooperation with the
Russian Federation on en-
ergy is very widespread. If
I have not mistaken, the
Russian investment in the
Indian sector is about USD
13 billion, while our com-
panies have invested about
USD 16 billion in Russia,"
Puri told reporters here.
He was responding to a
question on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin today re-
viewing several aspects of
the bilateral relationship,
including energy coopera-
tion. Speaking to reporters

here at the at the curtain
raiser event of India
Energy Week 2023, he said
India had several years
ago purchased an offshore
asset in Sakhalin (Russian
island) worth about USD
300 million. It was an OVL
(ONGC Videsh Ltd) pur-
chase, which has done
very well and has resumed
production, he said.

"We used to buy very
limited quantities of oil
from Russia until March
31, 2022, which was 0.2 per
cent. Now, Russia has be-
come a prominent suppli-
er along with the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Kuwait. So the energy co-
operation with Russia is
already there," he said.

India looks for more 
engagement with all nations

in energy sector: Puri

RBI’s central board
reviews economic

situation
Mumbai, Dec 17: 

The central board of the
Reserve Bank on Friday
reviewed the prevailing eco-
nomic situation and challenges
emanating from geopolitical
developments. The 599th meet-
ing of the Central Board of
Directors of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) took place in
Kolkata under the chairmanship
of Governor Shaktikanta Das,
the RBI said in a statement.
"The board in its meeting
reviewed the current economic
situation, global and domestic
challenges, including geopoliti-
cal developments, finance and
trade," it said. The board also
discussed the activities of
select central office depart-
ments and the draft report on
the Trend and Progress of
Banking in India, 2021-22.
Directors of the central board --
Satish K Marathe, Revathy Iyer,
Sachin Chaturvedi, Venu
Srinivasan, Pankaj Ramanbhai
Patel and Ravindra H Dholakia -
- participated in the meeting.
Deputy governors Mahesh
Kumar Jain, Michael Debabrata
Patra, M Rajeshwar Rao, and T
Rabi Sankar, were also present
during the meeting.

Mumbai, Dec 17: 

With exports continuing
to remain under stress for
the second consecutive
month in November, and
imports also falling, the
current account deficit is
likely to moderate in the
second half and close the
fiscal with a 3.3 per cent of
GDP or USD 108-112 billion,
which still be a record high,
says a report. Falling ex-
ports and commodity
prices will also help the
country print in a moderate
CAD at USD 24-26 billion in
Q3FY23 from likely high of
USD31-34 billion in Q2FY23,
Icra Ratings said in a re-
port. Merchandise exports
remained flat in November
with an on-year growth of
0.6 per cent. This came in
after the first steep contrac-

tion of 16.6 per cent in
October first since
February 2021.

Imports also moderated
in November to 5.4 per cent
but declined by 1.4 percent
month-on-month, aided
marginally lower commodi-
ty prices. Average trade
deficit narrowed in
October-November from Q2
FY23, auguring well for cur-
rent account deficit for Q3,
notes the report, but
warned merchandise ex-
ports are expected to con-
tract in December-March,
owing to external slow-
down and softer commodity
prices. This has the mer-
chandise trade deficit nar-
rowing to a seven-month
low USD 23.9 billion in the
month. The Q2 monthly av-
erage was USD 25.9 billion.

The current account

deficit is expected to reach
an all-time high of USD 108-
112 billion or 3.3 per cent of
GDP in FY23, the agency
said even though it foresees
a mild moderation in the
deficit in H2 to 3.2 per cent
from 3.4 per cent in H1, due
to lower commodity prices
and a seasonal uptrend in
exports. Going ahead, the
agency expects merchan-
dise exports to contract by
7 per cent in the December-
March period of the cur-
rent fiscal, owing to slow-
down in key export desti-
nations and softer com-
modity prices, even as pre-
Christmas shipments are
likely to aid exports in
December. Merchandise
imports, on the other hand,
are expected to rise by 4
per cent on-year during
this period.

FY23 CAD may mildly moderate to
3.3% as imports fall, exports stall

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

Telecom operators are
installing on an average 2,500
base stations per week for
providing 5G services in the
country, Union minister
Devusinh Chauhan said.
The Minister of State for
Communications told Rajya
Sabha that 20,980 mobile base
stations were installed as of
November 26. Out of them,
Reliance Jio and Airtel have
installed 17,687 and 3,293
base stations, respectively.
"Telecom Service Providers
(TSPs) have started providing
5G services in the country
from October 1, 2022 onwards.
As on November 26... 20,980
base stations have been
installed in 14 states and
union territories. On an aver-

age, TSPs are installing
approximately 2,500 base sta-
tions per week," Chauhan said
in a written reply.
He said telecom operators
have reported that they are
presently providing 5G servic-
es to their subscribers, having
5G enabled devices, at no
extra cost. "Presently, sepa-
rate counts of 5G users are not
being maintained by TSPs".

Telecom operators on average
installing 2,500 base stations

per week for 5G: Chauhan

New Delhi, Dec 17:  

Auto industry body
Society of Indian
A u t o m o b i l e
Manufacturers on
Saturday welcomed the
GST Council's clarifica-
tion on the definition of
SUVs, saying it is on the
lines of its discussions
with the finance ministry.
Briefing reporters after
the 48th GST Council
meeting, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
the higher rate of compen-

sation cess of 22 per cent is
applicable to a motor vehi-
cle fulfilling all four condi-
tions -- it is popularly
known as SUV; has engine
capacity exceeding 1,500cc;
length exceeding 4,000
mm; has ground clearance
of 170 mm and above. In
response, SIAM in a state-
ment said this has brought
in a clarity that higher
rate of compensation cess
of 22 per, over and above of
28 per of GST, will be ap-
plicable only on such vehi-
cles which meet all the
four conditions. "SIAM is
thankful to ministry of fi-
nance, government of
India and the GST Council
for issuing a clarification
on the definition of SUVs,"
it added.

Auto industry body hails
GST Council’s clarification

on definition of SUVs

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

The government is work-
ing to bring down the cost
of telecom operations to at-
tract more investments in
the sector, a top official
said. While speaking at the
CII Telecom Summit, tele-
com secretary K
Rajaraman said the cost of
maintaining optic fibre
network is very forbidding.

"(If) we are able to bring
down the cost of opera-
tions for the telecom net-
work, I am sure that more
investment will come. We
will be working on that. A
lot of policy measures are
underway," he said.
Rajaraman said the gov-
ernment is running a pilot
of 'Call before you dig' ap-

plication in some states to
avoid damages to telecom
infrastructure while dig-
ging roads and doing other
infrastructure-related
works. He said that a good
digital connectivity cannot
rest on mobile service only
and complimentary con-
nectivity through fibre to
support mobile services is
very important.

"In urban areas, optical
fibre is available. In rural

areas, BharatNet has en-
abled us to reach 1.89 lakh
villages so far. Target is to
reach 2.2 lakh by the mid-
dle of next year for which
the work is going,"
Rajaraman said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has announced plans to
provide broadband connec-
tivity in all six lakh vil-
lages in the country. The
work to connect 6 lakh vil-
lages is being separately
carried out, Rajaraman
said. Minister of State for
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Devusinh Chauhan said
that after merger of Bharat
Broadband Nigam Limited
with BSNL in October,
BSNL has issued 55,000 op-
tical fibre-based broadband
connections.

Working to bring down cost of telecom ops
to attract more investments: DoT Secretary

Hyderabad, Dec 17: 

National Miner NMDC
won the coveted IEI
(Institution of Engineers,
India) Industry Excellence
Award 2022 today in
Chennai. The largest pro-
ducer of iron ore in the
country was felicitated at
the 37th Indian Engineering
Congress for its outstanding
performance and high order
of business excellence. On
behalf of NMDC, Shri N R K
Prasad, CGM (IE & MS) re-
ceived the award from Dr. K
Ponmudy, Honourable
Minister for Higher
Education, Government of
Tamil Nadu. The
Institution of Engineers
(India) awards the Industry

Excellence Award after re-
viewing the Business
Operations, Financial
P e r f o r m a n c e ,
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Performance, Research and
Development, CSR and
Corporate Governance
Policies of a company. With
an eco-friendly, economic
and efficient approach,
NMDC is taking up transfor-

mational projects to retain
its domestic leadership and
foray towards becoming a
global mining company.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Shri Sumit Deb, CMD,
NMDC said, “Since its in-
ception, NMDC has re-
mained resolute in its vision
to be a significant economic
contributor to the growth of
the nation.

NMDC wins IEI Industry
Excellence Award 2022

Closely monitoring
imports of 

non-essential items:
Comm min official

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

The government is
closely monitoring im-
ports of non-essential
products with a view to en-
hancing domestic produc-
tion of those items, a sen-
ior official of the com-
merce ministry said.
Containing these imports
would also help reduce the
trade deficit, which has
reached USD 198.35 billion
during April-November
2022 as against USD 115.39
billion in April-November
2021. While talking to re-
porters, Additional
Secretary in the
Commerce Ministry L
Satya Srinivas said Indian
trade needs to be seen in
the global context.

Mumbai, Dec 17: 

Rare is a love that commits to
doing a million things for each
other everyday. As couples
#CommitToLove, they commit
to being each other’s best
friends, advisors and partners
through all the small moments
and the big milestones, always
finding strength in the rare love
that they share. Be it cheering
for your partner, listening to
their favourite artist; facing the
biggest challenges together or
laughing at each other through
all the goofy moments, these
small acts of love form the
bedrock of a relationship. And a
love so rare deserves to be cel-
ebrated with a metal that is just
as rare and precious – platinum.
Crafted in 95% pure platinum,
Platinum Love Bands are the
ideal marker of rare love. A
metal with celestial origins,
platinum retains its original

shape and sheen through the
test of time.The stunning white
metal also stands for a modern
and progressive value system
defined by qualities such as
respect, equality and friend-
ship.  Thus, Platinum is referred
to as the ‘love metal’ that
defines the rare love between
couples, marking emotionally
significant milestones in a cou-
ple’s relationship journey. 30
times rarer than gold, and
extremely robust in nature,
platinum with its inherent den-
sity and strength, also offers an
extremely secure hold on gem-
stones, akin to the secure part-
nership shared by the couple. 

PGI-India offers a curated
selection of exquisitely crafted

Platinum Love Bands
Mumbai, Dec 17: 

Maharashtra State
Government Industry
Department and MRAI
jointly hosted leading recy-
clers, policymakers, busi-
ness leaders, SPCB, IITs,
civil society organizations,
and experts to formulate a
policy framework for the
proposed four Circular
Economy Parks in the
State of Maharashtra to
maximize the rate of recy-
cling, protect natural re-
sources, minimize envi-
ronmental pollution, cre-
ate more employment op-
portunities and to achieve
the sustainable develop-
ment goal of India's com-
mitment of carbon neu-
trality by 2070 today in
Mumbai. The
“Maharashtra State
Circular Economy Park

Policy” Symposium held
on 15th December 2022
held at Courtyard by
Marriott - Mumbai
International Airport in
Mumbai was attended by
Dr. Harshadeep Kamble
(IAS), Principal Secretary
– Industry & Mines,
Maharashtra State
Government, Mr. Sanjay
Mehta, President, MRAI,
Mr. Amar Singh, Secretary
General, MRAI and Mr.
Anand Paranjpe, Director,
E&Y. MRAI was officially

announced as the
Knowledge Partner of
Government of
Maharashtra's project to
develop Circular Economy
Park Policy in the state.
The objective of the sym-
posium was to discuss
about the recycling stake-
holder’s suggestion to-
wards the proposed
Circular Economy Park in
Maharashtra related to
raw material availability,
logistics, common infra-
structure facilities, R&D,

Centre of Excellence, Skill
development centre, sub-
sidy from state and central
government, how to en-
hance ragpickers earning,
ease of doing business
with single window clear-
ance and more. Dr.
Harshadeep Kamble (IAS),
Principal Secretary –
Industry & Mines,
Maharashtra State
Government, said “The
common goal is to pass on
mother earth to the next
generation in the best pos-
sible way. Policy is based
on the requirements of the
industry and the same ap-
plies to the recycling in-
dustry. ” Mr. Sanjay Mehta,
President, MRAI "The pro-
posed CE park will support
the overall economic devel-
opment and invite more in-
vestment in the State of
Maharashtra.

Maharashtra all set to welcome Circular
Economy Park Policy in next 100 days

New Delhi, Dec 17:  

India's stockpile of
wheat was above the
buffer stock norm at the
last scheduled count on
October 1 and the next
such quarterly review
which takes into account
seasonal procurement
cycle, will be due on
January 1. According to a
written reply to a question
in Rajya Sabha by Food
and Consumer Affairs
Minister Piyush Goyal,
the minimum buffer re-
quirement changes every
quarter, peaking on July 1
when procurement of
Rabi crop ends. It dips to
the lowest on April 1 as ac-
cumulated stocks get re-
leased for beneficiaries of
government schemes
ahead of the new crop
coming in.

Wheat stockpiles
above buffer stock

norm as of Oct,
says Piyush Goyal

Prithviraj receives
warm welcome from
the ‘Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan’ family

Pan Indian star Prithviraj Sukumaran gets a
warm welcome from the team of Bade

Miyan Chote Miyan. The Pan- Indian actor will
be playing the character of Kabir and the audi-
ence is thrilled to have him on board for this
much-talked-about film.
Prithviraj Sukumaran took to social media to
share the memento and thanked the team for
such a warm and heartfelt welcome.
Prithviraj Sukumaran is one talented actor and
has always been known to play strong charac-
ters which shows his versatility. It will simply be
amazing to watch the three action masters in
one film together. Prithviraj’s fans can't con-
tain their excitement as Bade Miyan Chote
Miyan marks his fourth film in the Hindi cine-
ma industry after Aiyyaa, Naam Shabana, and
Aurangzeb. Prithviraj Sukumaran has a busy
year ahead with the release of Salaar which also
stars Prabhas. Apart from this Prithviraj will also
be working on his acting and directorial venture
L2: Empuraan with Mohanlal.

B
ollywood diva
Malaika Arora,
who has made her

debut in on the digital
platform with her

show "Moving In
With Malaika", has

talked about her
insecurities and
how she deals
with them. In a

candid conversa-
tion with her dear

friend, Norah Fatehi,
Malaika spilled the

beans on her insecurities
and how she handles it
with utmost grace even
today. "I'm a human at the
end of the day. There are
days when I sit and I'm like
shit man, that job could've
been mine," she said. It
happens all the time and
there are things that can
make and break anyone.
Somebody else out there is
younger, prettier, probably
more talented as well.
You've to deal with those
kind of insecurities every
day of your life."

With the show, Malaika
gives fans access to her life
through unfiltered conver-
sations in the Hotstar
Specials. Created by
Banijay Asia and Malaika
Arora, the series is stream-
ing on Disney+ Hotstar.

ACROSS

1. Existence

5. Atop

9. Entertain

14. Genesis garden

15. Fiddling emperor

16. Yule visitor

17. Bed support

18. Soak through

19. Previous

20. Love songs

22. Recline lazily

23. Functions

24. Panoramas

26. Spoke

29. Ore beds

30. Walked upon

31. Made a difference

35. Be sick

36. Huge

39. Spanish cheer

40. Dairy cow

42. Soothe

43. Shore bird

44. Defamation

47. On fire

50. Pesky bugs

51. Burn

52. Square dance figure

56. Undue speed

58. Folk wisdom

59. Amino ____

60. Highway curves

61. Elects

62. Pull apart

63. Shop

64. Quiz

65. Irritable

DOWN

1. Minus

2. Not working

3. Terror

4. Went inside

5. Marked down in price (2 wds.)

6. Required

7. Orchard members

8. Klutz's cry

9. Cleopatra's snake

10. Actress ____ Dietrich

11. Labor organization

12. Pilfered

13. Noblemen

21. And not

24. Becomes firm

25. Quote

26. Western state

27. Group of three

28. Turnpike fee

29. Movers' vehicle

31. Fellows

32. Street

33. Otherwise

34. Forest creature

36. Gossip bit

37. Insignificant

38. 60 secs.

41. Appetizer

42. Trap

44. Nasal sounds

45. Most feeble

46. Noshed

47. Campfire remains

48. Sumptuous meal

49. Lariat

50. Search blindly

52. Plan

53. Served perfectly

54. Small dent

55. Whirlpool

57. Compass dir.
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Malaika Arora:
There are days
when I’m like 

that job could’ve
been mine

A
ctor Vicky Kaushal
will be starring in a
new movie by

Karan Johar's Dharma
Productions and stream-
ing service Prime Video,
which is scheduled to re-
lease theatrically on July
28.

Directed by Anand
Tiwari, the yet-to-be-titled
movie also stars Triptii
Dimri and Ammy Virk.
The film will be available
for streaming for Prime
members, a statement
read.

The project is produced
by Hiroo Yash Johar,
Karan Johar, Apoorva
Mehta, Amritpal Singh
Bindra and Tiwari. The
Vicky Kaushal-starrer is
the second theatrical co-
production that Prime
Video is associated with
Dharma Productions.

Gaurav Gandhi, vice
president, Prime Video,
India, said: "Our associa-
tion with Dharma for the-
atrical co-productions is a
perfect extension of our ex-
isting deep association that
includes licensed movies,
direct-to-service premieres
and Indian Originals
across both series and
films. After announcing
Yodha as our first co-pro-
duction, we are now
thrilled to announce
Anand Tiwari's film as the
next co-production with
them."

Karan Johar, Dharma
Productions said: "Anand
Tiwari's upcoming film is

special on several counts. It
is helmed by a master sto-
ryteller, features Vicky
Kaushal - a National Film
Award-winning actor, and
is also a natural progres-
sion of our association
with Prime Video."

Manish Menghani, di-
rector - content licensing,

Prime Video, India said:
"This step of foraying fur-
ther into theatrical co-pro-
ductions will serve to
strengthen our partner-
ship and collective commit-
ment to bringing the best
content to our customers,
across the world."

Apoorva Mehta, CEO,

Dharma Productions,
added: "Anand Tiwari's up-
coming film is an eclectic
mix of drama, emotions
and a dash of comedy
which will leave the audi-
ences gleaming. With a
stellar cast like Vicky
Kaushal, Triptii Dimri and
Ammy Virk, the film is the

perfect summer entertain-
er and we can't wait for the
audiences to watch it in
theatres. We are delighted
to collaborate with Prime
Video on two theatrical
films."

Leo Media Collective is
also a co-producer of the
upcoming Vicky Kaushal
film. Co-founded by
Amritpal Singh Bindra
and Anand Tiwari, Leo
Media Collective has be-
come synonymous with
premium quality, coming-
of-age content in the enter-
tainment space. Though he
began his career working
in Hollywood, Amritpal's
love for Indian content
brought him back to India
to create Indian content for
global audiences. With vast
experience in the world of
films, advertising and the-
atre, Anand Tiwari too, has
created a niche for himself
in the entertainment in-
dustry. Talking about the
upcoming film, Anand
Tiwari and Amritpal
Singh Bindra, founders of
Leo Media Collective said:
"Together, we have deliv-
ered two of the most differ-
entiated stories in the re-
cent times - Maja Ma and
Bandish Bandits. At the
same time, we are looking
forward to working with
the team at Dharma
Productions. The coming
together of three entities
that have shared values on
storytelling and content,
makes this film even more
special."

Vicky Kaushal to star in Dharma
Productions’ latest movie

Suriya plays double
role in movie where

Disha Pattani
makes Tamil debut

T
amil superstar Suriya is reportedly play-
ing a double role in the upcoming movie
tentatively titled 'Suriya 42' because it is

the actor's 42nd film. Directed by Siruthai Siva,
the fantasy-action movie also features
Bollywood actress Disha Pattani in a leading
role. The first schedule of the shoot was com-
pleted in Goa and the crew has begun shooting
in Chennai. Thereafter, they will move across
Tamil Nadu. The shoot is on at a brisk pace and
the movie is likely to be released also in the 3D
format. Sources in the industry said that
Suriya is playing a double role -- the two charac-
ters he plays live in the present and the past, re-
spectively. In a statement, Disha Pattani, who is
making her debut in the Tamil film industry,
said: "I am super kicked to announce my next
with Suriya Sir and Siva sir. It feels great to be a
part of such a huge project that has got all the
larger-than-life elements for the audience to ex-
perience on the big screen."

She added that the character she's playing is
"quite unique" and that she was excited about
bringing "my never-seen avatar to the audi-
ence". The star cast includes Yogi Babu, Kovai
Sarala, Kingsley and Anand Raj. Vetri rolls the
camera and the music is by the redoubtable
Devi Sri Prasad. The movie is riding high on
anticipation as it is a big-budget movie and a
prestigious project for both Suriya and
Siruthai Siva. According to sources in the in-
dustry, it an action-packed film with dollops of
romance thrown in.

I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will be seen in tricky situ-
ations.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai track,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) tells Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) and David
Chacha (Anup Upadhyay)
to control expenses.
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) get
Pandit Ramphal to do a
puja for them to have a
child. He advises them
not to use gas in their
home to ensure the suc-
cess of the puja. Angoori
craves Kheer and tells
Vibhuti about it, who
then invites her to dinner

at his place. Angoori and
Tiwari eat the maximum
portion of Kheer, making
Anita enraged. It later
leads to a fight between
her and Vibhuti. The next

day, Angoori and Tiwari
return to their house for
breakfast. How will
Vibhuti handle the situa-
tion now?”

Watch Doosri Maa at

8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV show characters in tricky situations

T
aking the entertain-
ment quotient a notch
higher, this Sunday at

8:00 PM, Sony
Entertainment Television’s
singing reality show, ‘Indian
Idol – Season 13’ will be
‘Celebrating Rohit Shetty
Films’ in the presence of the
cast of ‘Cirkus’ – Ranveer
Singh, Varun Sharma, Pooja
Hedge, Jacqueline
Fernandes and the man of
hour; ace director Rohit
Shetty! The episode is a

‘must-watch’ as the Top 10
contestants will not only
give power-packed perform-
ances but the celebrity
guests will also be talking
about their time shooting
for Cirkus and share inter-
esting behind the scene triv-
ia. Getting into the perform-
ances, contestant Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya will be
seen mesmerizing everyone
with his performance on the
songs, ‘Mere Yaara’ and
‘Janam Janam.’

Ranveer Singh all
praise for Rishi Singh 
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MESSI SEEKS GLORY, ARGENTINA MEETS FRANCE IN WORLD CUP FINAL
Doha, Dec 17 (AP):

It is now or never for
Lionel Messi. The
Argentina superstar's
once-in-a-generation ca-
reer will be defined for
many by whether he leads
his country to the World
Cup title on Sunday. Can
he finally, at the age of 35,
win soccer's biggest prize
to secure his place along-
side Pel and Diego
Maradona in the pantheon
of the game's greatest ever
players? Standing in his
way is France, the defend-
ing champion, and Kylian
Mbappe , the player best
positioned to take over
from Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo as soccer's mar-
quee name. That's if he
hasn't already.

Mbappe also is standing
on the cusp of history
heading into the match at
the 80,000-seat Lusail
Stadium, a title decider
that is filled with story-
lines. The 23-year-old
France forward is looking
to emulate Pele by being a
champion at his first two
World Cups and set up the
prospect of a third title, a
feat only ever achieved by
the Brazil great who has
been hospitalized during
this year's tournament be-
cause of a respiratory in-
fection. The French are the
masters of being pragmat-

ic, defending compactly
and breaking at pace, typi-
cally through Mbapp down
the left and through
Antoine Griezmann, rein-
vented over the past month
as a midfield playmaker.

Indeed, expect to see
Mbappe and Messi walk-
ing around a lot during the
game, not bothering to de-
fend or press. That is in the
script, rather than them
being lazy. Part of the skill
of Deschamps and
Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni is their ability to
forge a team that has
learned to defend a man
light.

As for Argentina, the
team is largely set up sim-
ply to get the best out of
Messi, with Scaloni likely
to select a quartet of cen-
tral midfielders like in the
3-0 win over Croatia in the
semifinals. They will scrap
and press, and then give
the ball to Messi to weave
his magic. Or to Juli n
lvarez, the striker who
started the tournament as
a backup for that unthink-
able 2-1 opening loss to
Saudi Arabia and now is
undroppable with four
goals to his name. lvarez is
pinching himself that, at
22 and pretty much at the
start of his career, he is the
attacking foil for Messi at
the great man's last World
Cup.

(L to R) France's forward Randal Kolo Muani, France's forward Marcus Thuram and France's 
forward Kylian Mbappe attend a training session.

Indeed, Mbappe enters the final tied as
the tournament's leading scorer with

five goals. The player alongside him?
Messi, of course. Who wins the Golden
Boot the award for the top scorer is just
one of the many other narratives around
the final.

There's France, the dominant national
team of this generation, looking to be-
come the first to win back-to-back World
Cups since Brazil in 1962. The country

that produced Michel Platini, Zinedine
Zidane, Thierry Henry and now Mbappe
will be playing in the final for the fourth
time in the last seven World Cups, more
than anyone else. Then there's Didier
Deschamps, a World Cup winner as a
player in 1998 and now bidding to win it
two times as a coach. Vittorio Pozzo was
the only other man to coach two world
champion teams, with Italy in 1934 and
1938.

Like France, Argentina is seeking a
third World Cup title after 1978 and

1986 to move into outright fourth place in
the all-time list. It would end a 36-year
wait for soccer's biggest prize, since
Maradona's string of virtuoso perform-
ances in Mexico in 1986.

Messi has evoked comparisons with
Maradona in the way he has pushed
Argentina to the final, scoring five goals,
setting up three more and thrilling his

team's legion of fans, who have poured
into Qatar throughout the World Cup in
numbers only really matched by those
from Morocco.

In that sense, it will seem like a home
game for Argentina, with France's sup-
porters sure to be heavily outnumbered
amid a sea of blue-and-white jerseys
many of which will have "MESSI 10"
written on them. It is hard to pick a win-
ner.

Argentina's players take part in a training session at the Qatar University training site 3 in Doha.  

ANTOINE GRIEZMANN

The 31-year-old Griezmann has
been a revelation for France at
this year's World Cup. Once a
goal-scoring winger, the
Atletico Madrid forward has
added relentless defensive pro-
tection to his creative craft. A
duel could develop with Messi
between the lines of
Argentina's attack.

RAPHAEL VARANE

At his third World Cup, the
29-year-old Varane is a fixture
in the center of a France
defense that keeps changing
because of injury and illness.
The four-time Champions
League winner at Real Madrid
is back to near his elegant
best after an injury scare in
October.

HUGO LLORIS

The 35-year-old Tottenham
goalkeeper is poised to
become the first-ever captain
of two World Cup-winning
teams. A quiet-spoken leader
by example, he now holds
France's all-time appearance
record.

AURELIEN TCHOUAMENI

Tchouam ni arrived on the
world stage ahead of sched-
ule in the midfield role Paul
Pogba had for France four
years ago. He matched
Pogba's shooting power with
his goal against England.
Learning at Real Madrid this
season, after spurning Mbapp
's urging to go to PSG, should
prepare the 22-year-old mid-
fielder for facing Argentina.

DIDIER DESCHAMPS

In his 11th year as France
coach, Deschamps can
become only the second man
to lead two World Cup-win-
ning teams and the first since
1938. The 54-year-old
Deschamps has integrated
inexperienced players to
replace injured veterans with-
out losing any of his team's
typical calm assurance.

KYLIAN MBAPPE

Mbapp is France's fastest,
most dynamic scoring threat
on the field. The 23-year-old
Paris Saint-Germain forward
is tied with Messi with a
World Cup-leading five goals.
A standout game against
Argentina will place him
among the all-time greats.

LIONEL MESSI

The 35-year-old Messi is the
heart and soul of the
Argentina team, the tourna-
ment's co-leading scorer with
five goals and tied for the
most assists with three. Look
for the Paris Saint-Germain
forward to burst into creative
life when he sees a chance to
make something happen. A
World Cup title would finally
complete Messi's elevation
alongside Diego Maradona to
icon status.

JULIAN ALVAREZ

Alvarez made it off the bench
to replace Lautaro Martinez
as the World Cup progressed
and scored four goals in four
starts with Argentina. The 22-
year-old Machester City play-
er is a powerful runner who
created a perfect partnership
with Messi in the 3-0 win over
Croatia in the semifinals.

EMILIANO MARTINEZ

Martinez is an imposing 6-foot-
4 goalkeeper with a personality
to match his stature. "Dibu"
would be favored if the final
goes to a penalty shootout. The
30-year-old Aston Villa keeper
made key saves in Argentina's
shootout win over the
Netherlands in the quarterfi-

nals and in last year's Copa
America semifinals.

NAHUEL MOLINA

Molina is an energetic full-
back with the toughness
expected of any Argentina
defender. The 24-year-old
Atletico Madrid defender also
has attacking instincts. He
received the no-look pass of
the tournament from Messi to
score against the
Netherlands.

ENZO FERNANDEZ

Fernandez started the tourna-
ment as a substitute but was

in the team to stay after scor-
ing with his fast feet and a
curling shot in Argentina's
victory over Mexico. The 21-
year-old Benfica player
anchors the center of midfield
and will be trying to stop
Antoine Griezmann's forward
forays.

LIONEL SCALONI

Scaloni was an assistant

coach at the 2018 World Cup

when Argentina exited in the

round of 16 against France

and is now an unheralded suc-

cess in the top job. He brought

a 35-game unbeaten run to

Qatar that included ending a

long wait for a Copa America

last year. The 44-year-old

Scaloni has succeeded in sur-

rounding Messi with a mid-

field that lets him flourish.

Key players in World Cup final between France and Argentina
Doha, Dec 17 (AP):  

Lionel Messi will line
up for Argentina and
Kylian Mbapp will be on

the opposite side for
France on Sunday in the
World Cup final. Messi
has been there before, but
lost in the 2014 final to

Germany. Mbappe won
the 2018 title after scoring
a goal against Croatia.
However, neither will be
able to win the gold tro-

phy entirely on their own
at Lusail Stadium. Here is
a look at some of the key
players on both teams,
and their coaches:

ARGENTINA

FRANCE

Valencia, Dec 17 (PTI):

Skipper Savita Punia
produced an excellent per-
formance under the bar as
India defeated Ireland 2-1 in
the shootout to set up a
final clash against Spain in
the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Friday. In the regulation
time, both teams were
locked 1-1 after India
bounced back through
Udita's 45th minute penalty
corner conversion to cancel
out Naomi Carrol's 13th
minute strike. In the
shootout, India struck

through Lalremsiami and
Sonika in their second and
third attempts. Ireland
managed a solitary strike
in the shootout from their
third attempt through
Hannah McLoughlin.
Savita stood tall under the
bar and foiled Ellen
Curran's strike with her
resolute defence as it went
down the wire with
Kathryn Mullan needing to
score from Ireland's last at-
tempt to keep them alive.
But Mullan shot wide as
India sealed another
shootout win to make the
final.

Chattogram, Dec 17 (PTI):

Seasoned Axar Patel
upped the ante with a
triple strike just when it
mattered as Indian
bowlers compensated for
an insipid first session by
reducing Bangladesh to
272 for 6, closing in on a big
victory, on the fourth day
of the opening Test here
on Saturday.

Debutant Zakir Hasan
(100 off 224 balls) showed a
lot of character, scoring a
patient hundred but saving
the Test match by batting
out for nearly 180 overs in
two days was always going
to be an uphill task, as also
chasing a target of 513.

Bangladesh need anoth-
er 241 runs on the final day
on Sunday but skipper
Shakib Al Hasan (40 bat-
ting) could be more keen
on delaying the inevitable.

While Zakir and his
young opening partner
Najmul Hossain Shanto
(67, 156 balls) frustrated the
Indian bowers for an en-
tire session and added a

record 124 for the first
wicket, the visitors pulled
back things in the second
session to regain control of
the proceedings.

Axar (27-10-50-3), who
had a dream Test debut
against England at home
in 2021, perhaps had his
best performance in a
short career in the longest
format, considering that
the fourth day wicket did-
n't have a lot of help for
spinners.

Brisbane, Dec 17 (AP):

Travis Head defied the hostile
pitch conditions to produce a
run-a-ball 78 that moved
Australia to within seven runs
of South Africa's first innings
Saturday, when 15 wickets fell
on the opening day of the
three-test series.
Head's unbeaten innings con-
taining 13 boundaries and a
six and his 117-run partnership
with Steve Smith (38) helped
justify Pat Cummins' gamble
to bowl first after winning the

toss. Australia was 145-5 at
stumps. Overhead and ground
conditions were perfect for
bowling early and the green,
grassy pitch at the Gabba was
well exploited by both attacks,
with 13 wickets falling in the
first 60 overs as Australia
bowled out South Africa for
152 and then slipped to 27-3 in
reply. Left-arm paceman
Mitchell Starc (3-41) and off-
spinner Nathan Lyon (3-14)
took three wickets each for
Australia to set the tone for
the bowlers and then South
Africa paceman Kagiso Rabada
(2-50) struck on the first ball
of the home team's innings to
remove David Warner for a
golden duck. South Africa all-
rounder Marco Jansen (1-15)
struck with his first ball of the
match, in the 9th over, when
Marnus Labuschagne (11)
edged to Dean Elgar in the
slips and then Anrich Nortje
(2-37) struck with his second
ball of the match, in the 10th
over, with a delivery that lifted
sharply and which Usman
Khawaja (11) edged to third
slip.

Chennai, Dec 22:

India created history as
they defeated Bangladesh
by 120 runs  in the final of
the Blind T20 World Cup
2022.

By winning the trophy
for a third time, they be-
came the most successful
team in the history of Blind
T20 World Cup. Captain
Ajay Reddy played a big
role in helping the team

achieve this feat. Watch the
video of the winning mo-
ments of the Indian blind
cricket team after their his-
toric achievement. Sunil
Ramesh and captain Ajay
Kumar Reddy slammed
brilliant tons as dominant
India posted a massive 277
for two in the stipulated 20
overs. In response, the
Bangladesh side could only
score 157 for three in re-
sponse.

Women’s Nation’s Cup: India
beat Ireland 2-1 in shootout, set
up summit clash against Spain

India wins blind
T20 World Cup

Axar takes India closer
towards victory

Bangladesh's Zakir Hasan
reacts after scoring a century.

Head gives Australia slight
edge over South Africa

Kolkata, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The `Angry Young Man'
of Indian cinema Amitabh
Bachchan is being cele-
brated at the Kolkata
International Film
Festival being held here
with an exhibition dedi-
cated to his life and work.

One of the biggest
draws in the exhibition
has been a section dedicat-
ed to showing the rise of
Bachchan showcasing his
roles in movies such as
Zanjeer (1973), Deewar
(1975), Sholay (1975), Kala
Pathar (1979) and Shakti
(1982), which established
him as the `Angry Young
Man' of Bollywood.

Issues such as rising un-

employment, price rise,
crime, the resultant social
turmoil and the protago-
nist's fight against the ̀ sys-
tem', were recurring
themes of these movies
made in the 1970s and
1980s which established
the `Big B' as the reigning
`Shahenshah of India's
and Asia's movie world.

Exhibition curator and
KIFF office-bearer
Sudeshna Roy told PTI,
"Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had first
broached the idea of doing
something as a mark of
tribute to Big B, and KIFF
chairperson Raj
Chakraborty and others
decided to hold the exhibi-
tion."

Bachchan, who turned
80 earlier this year, inau-
gurated the 28th edition of
the film festival on
Thursday. Speaking at the
inaugural, the legendary
actor had said "Since early
times there have been
many changes in cinema
content ... from mythologi-
cal films and socialist cine-
ma to the advent of the
angry young man ... to the
current brand of histori-
cals, couched in fiction-
alised jingoism, along
with moral policing."

The actor had also point-
ed out that even now
"questions are being
raised on civil liberties
and freedom" by Indian
cinema.

KIFF is holding an exhi-
bition on a living legend
for the first time. Earlier,
similar exhibitions were
held on legends such as
Satyajit Ray, Soumitra
Chatterjee, Ingmar
Bergman and Akira
Kurosawa. The exhibi-
tion, which is being
held at two venues in
G a g a n e n d r a
Pradarshansala and
Nazrul Tirtha, will con-
tinue till December 22.

Other sections of the
exhibition covers
Bachchan's childhood,
his stint in the corpo-
rate world as an execu-
tive at Bird & Company
in Kolkata and his fami-
ly's ties with that of

Jawaharlal Nehru., his
foray into politics in 1984
and ups and downs in his
political career till 1987.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The bravery and valour
displayed by the armed
forces during the Galwan
valley clashes and the re-
cent face-off in the
Tawang sector of
Arunachal Pradesh is
commendable and any
amount of praise for them
is not enough, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Saturday.

Singh's comments dur-
ing an address at industry
chamber FICCI came a
day after Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi accused the
government of downplay-
ing the threat posed by
China along the Line of
Actual Control and saying
it was "asleep" and not
ready to accept the situa-

tion. The defence minister
also took an indirect dig
at Gandhi for "doubting"
the government's inten-
tion in the handling of the
border row with China
and said politics can not
be done on the basis of
"falsehood".

"Any amount of praise
is not enough for the
armed forces the way they
displayed bravery and val-
our, be it in Galwan or
Tawang," Singh said. "We
have never questioned the
intention of any leader in
the opposition, we have

only debated on the basis
of policies. Politics should
be based on truth. Politics
cannot be done on the
basis of falsehood for a
long time," he said, with-
out naming anyone.

"The process of taking
the society towards the
right path is called 'rajniti'
(politics). I do not under-
stand the reason behind
doubting anyone's inten-
tion always," Singh said.
Indian and Chinese troops
were engaged in a fresh
clash in the Yangtse area
of Arunachal Pradesh's
Tawang sector on
December 9, in a first such
major flare-up after the
deadly hand-to-hand com-
bat in the Galwan Valley
in June 2020 that marked
the most serious military
conflict between the two
sides in decades.

‘No praise enough for bravery
displayed by Indian armed forces’
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People participate in the Swami Vivekananda Sandesh Yatra that reached Bikaner, Saturday.

VIVEKANANDA SANDESH YATRA

Shinku La Pass connecting Lahaul 
with Zanskar Valley open for vehicles

Keylong/Shimla, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The 5,091-metre-high
Shinku La Pass, which con-
nects Lahaul and Spiti in
Himachal Pradesh with
Zanskar Valley in Kargil,
remained opened for vehi-
cles around this time of the
year for the first time, offi-
cials said.

The road used to be
closed during winters as it
was unmetalled and risky
for driving, especially in
snow-bound patches.

The 17-km road between
Ramjak in Lahaul and
Kargyak in Zanskar Valley
was built by Chultim

Chonjo, a retired govern-
ment employee, using his
savings.

With a little support
from local residents, the
road was constructed be-
tween May 2014 and June
2017. Chultim Chonjo was
conferred Padma Shri, the
fourth-highest civilian
award, for social service
in 2021.

The road was later taken
over by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) and
today it is a metalled road
with a capacity to carry
truck load of up to 18 tons.
Himachal Road Transport
Corporation has started
Padam Mini Bus service on
the route for the benefit of

people in the Zanskar

area. "All this has hap-
pened due to cooperation of
BRO and we want that the
road remains open around
the year," 80-year-old
Chultim Chonjo said.

Hailing from a far-off vil-
lage in Stongde in Zaskar
Valley, Chonjo had for a ma-
jority of his life crossed the
pass on foot. Having failed
in his attempt to persuade
the authorities to build the
road, he took it upon him-
self in 2014.

BRO Chief Engineer
Jitendra Prasad said ef-
forts would be to keep the
road open for vehicular
traffic round the year.
"Challenges are there but
the morale of our jawans is
very high," he added.

Bhopal, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Saturday
slammed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's remarks
that the Narendra Modi
government was asleep
while China was planning
to attack the country.

The Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party in-
dulged in a verbal tussle as
Chouhan also said smaller
nations used to scare the
country when Rahul
Gandhi's father Rajiv
Gandhi was prime minis-
ter (between 1984 and
1989). "When Rajiv Gandhi
ji was the Prime Minister,
the smaller countries of
the world used to scare us.
A glorious and powerful
India is being built under

the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri @naren-
dramodi ji. Rahul Gandhi
ji, don't talk unrestrained,
now no one can scare
India," Chouhan said in a
tweet.

Talking to reporters in
Katni earlier, Chouhan
said India's soldiers had
given a befitting reply to
the Chinese military, and
advised Gandhi "not to in-
sult our army". He also

said Gandhi should recall
1962 (when India under
Jawaharlal Nehru faced
reverses in a border war
with China) before speak-
ing in such a manner.

Hitting back, MP
Congress chief Kamal
said "the indecent lan-
guage used by Shivraj
Singh Chouhan in relation
to former prime minister
late Rajiv Gandhi does not
suit the MP CM".

‘Trust us to be guardians of liberties of our citizens’
Mumbai, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India
D Y Chandrachud on
Saturday said the confi-
dence of citizens in the
due process of law and
the protection of liberty
rests in the judiciary
which is "guardians of
liberties".

Delivering a lecture
here, the CJI emphasized
through the lives of the
members of the bar, who
fearlessly espouse those
causes, "the flame of lib-
erty burns bright even
today".

Delivering the Ashok
H Desai memorial lec-
ture at the Y B Chavan
Center here, he referred
to a theft case where a
man would have spent 18
years in jail had the SC
not intervened to say

"trust us to be guardians
of the liberties of our cit-
izens". The event was or-
ganised by the Bombay
Bar Association.

"Yesterday in a seem-
ingly innocuous case,
where an accused was
sentenced to two years of
imprisonment in ses-
sions trial for theft of
electricity, the trial judge
forgot to say that the sen-
tences will run concur-
rently.

"So then the conse-
quence was that this per-
son who had stolen elec-
tricity equipment like
poles would have to suf-
fer 18 years of imprison-
ment, only because the
trial court didn't direct
that the sentences would
run concurrently," CJI
Chandrachud said.

A bench led by CJI

Chandrachud on Friday
dealt with a plea of a
man from Uttar Pradesh
called Iqram who was to
suffer a jail term of 18
years in nine minor
cases of theft of electri-
cal equipment of the
state electricity depart-
ment.

The top court set aside
an Allahabad High
Court order and directed
that Iqram's jail term of
two years each in nine
cases would run concur-
rently instead of succes-
sively. It was irked that
neither the trial court
nor the high court took
note of the "miscarriage
of justice" and set things
right.

Referring to the case,
the CJI on Saturday said
the high court said,
"sorry we can't do any-

thing at all, because the
trial judge hasn't, in
terms of section 427 of
the CrPc directive, said
that the sentences would
run concurrently".

"We had to intervene
yesterday, in a seemingly
innocuous case of a sim-
ple citizen of the nation.
The point which we
make is sermonising
apart, trust us to be
guardians of the liber-
ties of our citizens," he
added.

The CJI further said
there is no case which is
"small enough, or big
enough" for every court
in the nation, be it the
district judiciary, the
High Court, or the
Supreme Court, "because
it is in us that the confi-
dence of the citizens, in
the due process of law

and the protection of lib-
erty, rests".

Talking about the sub-
ject of the lecture, the
chief justice said it is
true that both law and
morality play a vital role
in channelling our be-
haviour.

"As all of you might
well be aware, the law is
a definite body of rules
enacted and enforced by
the state. The legal rules
regulate human conduct
by written rules, penal-
ties and officials to inter-
pret the laws," he said.

The CJI added that
while law regulates ex-
ternal relations, morali-
ty governs our inner
lives and motivations
and "morality, in that
sense, appeals to our con-
science and influences
the way we behave".

‘Rudra Veena’ weighing 
five tonnes created from 

scrap, waste material 

Bhopal, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A group of artists from
Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh has created a 28-
foot long and 10-foot wide
'Rudra Veena' weighing
around five tonnes with
scrap and waste material
after the local civic body
gave financial approval
under the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, the main de-
signer said on Saturday.

It will be installed on
Atal Path, a road con-
structed as part of the

Bhopal Smart City proj-
ect, R-one Inc main de-
signer Pawan Deshpande
told PTI.

"It cost us Rs 12 lakh to
make this rudra veena
from scrap and waste ma-
terial. The Bhopal
Municipal Corporation
gave financial approval
under the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan. Our group com-
prises 12 persons, all of
whom are well versed in
various forms of art," he
said.

The first project was a
radio that has been in-
stalled at the busy
Roshanpura Sqaure here,

while other works in-
clude guitar, a coron-
avirus theme and the logo
of the Bhopal civic body,
he added.

Work at Bhopal's
Manav Sangrahalaya and
Ujjain's Triveni
Sangrahalaya have been
done with fresh material,
Deshpande said.

"Tiger print panels,
murals of legendary
singer Kishore Kumar
and Bandhavgarh forest
have also been made by
our group in the annexe
of the state secretariat
building in Bhopal," 
he said.
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Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addresses the 95th
Annual Convention and AGM of FICCI, in New Delhi, Saturday.

In Galwan, Tawang

Students perform a dance during the Vijay Diwas celebrations, in Prayagraj, Saturday.

VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATIONS

p By artists

Shivraj slams Rahul over 
China remarks, drags 

Rajiv Gandhi into tussle

Hitting back, MP Congress chief Kamal said "the indecent lan-
guage used by Shivraj Singh Chouhan in relation to former prime
minister late Rajiv Gandhi does not suit the MP CM". "Rajiv
Gandhi, who sacrificed everything for the pride of Mother India,
will always be the ideal of this country." Nath said, adding
Chouhan must study history to find out about the military's val-
our when Rajiv Gandhi was PM. As part of political vendetta,
Chouhan is not only insulting Rajiv Gandhi but also the military of
the country, for which he must apologise, Nath further asserted.

Nath seeks apology

Property of 
Pak-based LeT
commander

attached 

BBhhaaddeerrwwaahh  ((JJ--KK)),,  DDeecc  1177  ((PPTTII))::
Jammu and Kashmir authorities
on Saturday attached the prop-
erty of absconding Lashkar-e-
Taiba commander Abdul Rashid
alias "Jehangir" who is operating
from across the Line of Control
and making attempts to revive
terrorism, a senior police officer
said. The land measuring over
four kanals at Khanpura village
in Doda district's Thathri was at-
tached by a joint team of rev-
enue and police officials under
relevant sections of the CrPC on
orders of the judicial magistrate,
Senior Superinten-dent of
Police, Doda, Abdul Qayoom
said. He said the police is in the
process of initiating proceedings
against other local terrorists
who have exfiltrated to Pakistan
and trying to lure youth through
the virtual mode or social media
to join terror activities and re-
vive militancy in the district.

In J-K’s Doda

FOR FIRST TIME Bachchan’s ‘Angry Young Man’ image
celebrated through an exhibition

̈ This time of year



Reward 
BBaagghhppaatt:: As the BJP staged
nationwide protests against
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
objectionable remarks on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, a local party leader
in Uttar Pradesh on
Saturday said he would
give Rs 2-crore reward to
anyone beheading the
Pakistani foreign minister.

Building fire
MMuummbbaaii:: A 46-year-old
man died and two women
were injured in a fire that
broke out in a building
adjoining a hospital in
suburban Ghatkopar here
on Saturday afternoon,
officials said. After the
fire, 22 patients undergo-
ing treatment in the adja-
cent hospital were shifted
to another medical facili-
ty as a precautionary
measure, they said.

Mishap
SSaammbbhhaall:: A couple appar-
ently died due to suffoca-
tion after leaving a gas
heater on inside their
room while their four-
month-old child was
found in an unconscious
condition, police said here
on Saturday. The
deceased have been iden-
tified as Al Salam (25)
and Meshar Jahan (23),
they said.

Tight security
NNaaggppuurr:: As many as 7,000
police personnel will be
deployed to ensure the
smooth passage of the
winter session of the
Maharashtra legislature
beginning here on Monday,
officials said on Saturday.
Nagpur Police
Commissioner Amitesh
Kumar said the police are
geared up to ensure that
no untoward incident takes
place during the session.

Shot at 
SSaahhaarraannppuurr:: Four motor-
cycle-borne masked mis-
creants shot and injured
two schoolgoing children
here on Saturday, police
said. The incident hap-
pened in an area under
Deoband police station
when Vinay, a class 12
student, and Siddharth, a
class 9 student, were on
their way to school on a
bike, they said.

Overturn
PPrraayyaaggrraajj:: Two school stu-
dents died and 12 more
were injured as a bus over-
turned in a village here,
police said. The students
from a school in Jaunpur
were on a tour of Prayagraj
in the bus when the accident
took place in Bheski village
under the Handia police sta-
tion area, Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Ganganagar) Abhishek
Agarwal said.

Gutted
SSuurrii  ((WWBB)):: A vocational
training centre of the
ISKCON was gutted in
West Bengal's Birbhum
district on Saturday, offi-
cials said. No casualty
was reported.

CC

C E N T R A L

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Sunday, December 18,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

PAGE 11

https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

BRIEF

BJP supporters burn an effigy 
during a protest over Pakistani

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto's
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in Gurugram,

Saturday.
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New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
dismissed a plea filed by
Bilkis Bano seeking a re-
view of its May 13 verdict
by which it had said the
state of Gujarat was the "ap-
propriate government"
competent to examine the
application for the pre-ma-
ture release filed by a con-
vict in the gang-rape and
murder case.

Bano's separate petition
challenging the remission
of the sentences of the 11
convicts by the state govern-
ment is pending before the
Supreme Court. She was
gang-raped and seven mem-
bers of her family were
killed during the 2002
Gujarat riots.

In its May 13 order, the
apex court had asked the
state government to consid-

er the plea of a convict for
pre-mature release in terms
of its policy of July 9, 1992,

which was applicable on the
date of conviction, and de-
cide it within a period of

two months. All the 11 con-
victs were granted remis-
sion by the Gujarat govern-
ment and released on
August 15. Bano's plea seek-
ing review of the May 13
order came up for in-cham-
ber consideration on
December 13 before a bench
of justices Ajay Rastogi and
Vikram Nath.

"In our opinion, there ap-
pears no error apparent on
the face of record, which
may call for review of the
judgment dated May 13, 2022
and as regards the judg-
ments on which the reliance
has been placed, none of the
judgments are of any assis-
tance to the review petition-
er," the bench said in its
order which was uploaded
on the top court website on
Saturday. "In our opinion,
no case for review is made
out. The review petition is
accordingly dismissed," it
said, while also rejecting the
application for listing in the
open court.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The GST Council on
Saturday agreed to decrim-
inalise certain offences and
doubled the threshold for
launching prosecution
under the tax law to Rs 2
crore, but retained the
limit at Rs 1 crore for fake
invoicing.

The Council also clari-
fied on the definition of
SUVs (sports utility vehi-
cles) for levy of 22 per cent
compensation cess and de-
cided to come out with pa-
rameters to define MUVs
(multi utility vehicles).

Briefing reporters after
the 48th GST Council meet-
ing, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
the Council could decide
on only 8 out of the 15 agen-
da items due to paucity of
time, but added that no
new taxes have been

brought in. The agenda
items which could not be
considered included taxa-
tion for pan masala and
gutkha firms and a report
by a Group of Ministers
(GoM) on setting up of ap-
pellate tribunals. The re-
port of another GoM,
chaired by Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma, on GST levy on
online gaming, casinos and
horse racing was also not
part of the agenda for
Saturday's meeting.
Sitharaman said in case of

SUVs, the clarification that
has been given is that the
higher rate of compensa-
tion cess of 22 per cent is
applicable to a motor vehi-
cle fulfilling all four condi-
tions -- it is popularly
known as SUV; has engine
capacity exceeding 1,500cc;
length exceeding 4,000 mm;
has ground clearance of
170 mm and above. "So this
clarification is not new tax,
it's more to say what de-
fines that commodity
which is under taxation as
SUV," the minister said.

Kolkata, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Home Minister Amit
Shah on Saturday at a meet-
ing of Eastern Zone
Council indicated to chief
ministers that the states too
share a responsibility along
with the BSF for security in
India's border areas.

Illegal infiltration, trans-
border smuggling and the
vulnerable India-
Bangladesh boundary were
among subjects discussed
at the 25th Eastern Zonal
Council (EZC) meeting,
chaired by Shah, at the
West Bengal secretariat
near here, a senior official
said. Talks on transporta-
tion facilities and water-
sharing among the states

were also held at the 25th
EZC meeting, which was at-
tended by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, her
counterpart from
Jharkhand Hemant Soren,
Bihar deputy CM Tejashwi
Yadav and Odisha minister
Pradeep Amat, the official
said. The role of BSF was
discussed, in the light of
the increase in the opera-
tional area of the border
force earlier this year. In re-
sponse, according to

sources, the home minister
is believed to have indicated
that the state governments
too have a role to play in
border security, according
to sources. The meeting
also discussed resurgence
of Maoist activities in
Jharkhand-Odisha and
Bengal. It was decided that
states and centre will pool
real time information on
Maoist activities in the red
zone in order to coordinate
steps to neutralize the
movement, officials said.

West Bengal chief minis-
ter also highlighted that
arms are being smuggled
into Bengal from neigh-
bouring states and coordi-
nated steps are needed to
check this menace.

Bhopal, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A 40-year-old man being
rushed to a hospital in
Delhi from Chhattisgarh
capital Raipur was provid-
ed an oxygen cylinder in
time at Bhopal station in
Madhya Pradesh after his
oxygen levels dropped pre-
cariously enroute.

Kadar Yadav's oxygen
saturation reading was 80-
85 per cent, which calls for
immediate medical help
amid a threat of hypoxia,
when the Bilaspur-New
Delhi Rajdhani Express
was passing through MP
in the intervening night of
December 15-16, Dheeraj
Kumar, the male nurse ac-
companying him, told PTI.

"Yadav was being taken

to Ram Manohar Lohia
hospital in Delhi from
Raipur after surgery for
brain haemorrhage.
Looking at his condition
due to the drop in oxygen
levels, I contacted railway
officials for help," Kumar
said. Abhishek Makwaney,
vice chairman of COVID
Patient Help Desk (CPHD)
, told PTI railway officials
called his NGO at 1:25am
on December 16 seeking
an oxygen cylinder.

"After much running,
we arranged it from
Chirayu Hospital and
rushed it to Bhopal station
at around 4am just before
the Rajdhani Express ar-
rived. The patient was
given oxygen as well as
other medical help and the
train left for its destina-
tion at 4:30am," he said.

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

Days after the successful
trials of the nuclear-capable
Agni-5 ballistic missile,
India has now developed the
capability to strike targets
beyond the range of 7,000
kms. Sources in the defence
establishment told ANI that
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
has been able to reduce the
weight of the Agni-5 missile
by replacing steel content
with composite materials.

"The weight reduction
that has been achieved in
the missile system is beyond
20 per cent and if the gov-
ernment wants, the nuclear-
capable strategic missile
can go beyond 7,000 kms,"
they said. Sources cited the

example of the Agni-3
which weighs around 40
tonnes and can strike tar-
gets at 3,000 kms but the
Agni-4 weighing slightly
more than 20 tonnes can
cover a much longer range.

The extended range of the
missile which is part of the
Strategic Forces Command
will give a variety of options
to the planners during times
of conflict.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The Centre on Saturday
said it has sufficient food-
grain stocks to meet the re-
quirements under the food
security law and other wel-
fare schemes.

The government is also
regularly monitoring the
prices of essential commodi-
ties. "Government of India
has sufficient foodgrain
stocks under central pool to
meet the requirement of
NFSA and its other welfare
schemes as well as for addi-
tional allocation of
PMGKAY," an official state-
ment said. About 159 lakh
tonnes of wheat and 104 lakh
tonnes of rice will be avail-

able as on January 1, 2023, as
against the respective buffer
norms requirement of 138
lakh tonnes of wheat and 76
lakh tonnes of rice as on
January 1.

As on December 15th,
around 180 lakh tonnes of
wheat and 111 lakh tonnes of
rice are available in the cen-
tral pool.

Buffer norms require-
ments have been envisaged
for particular dates of the
year as on 1st of April, 1st of
July, 1st of October and 1st of
January, the ministry noted.

The stock position of
wheat and rice under central
pool have always remained
well above the buffer norms,
it asserted. Around 227 lakh

tonnes of wheat and 205 lakh
tonnes of rice were available
as on 1st of October, 2022
against the respective buffer
norms requirements of 205
lakh tonnes of wheat and 103
lakh tonnes of rice as on 1st
of October.

"Though procurement of
wheat during last season
was on lower side due to less-
er production coupled with
selling by farmers at prices
higher than MSP in the open
market consequent to geopo-
litical situation, yet enough
stock of wheat will still be
available in central pool to
cater to the needs of the
country till the time next
wheat crop arrives," the min-
istry said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A three-month-old boy
from Bangladesh, suffering
from a rare congenital condi-
tion, got a new lease of life
after doctors at AIIMS here re-
moved a protruding part of
his brain which had turned
into a giant cyst, larger than
the size of his head.

Giant Occipital
Encephalocele is a rare con-
genital condition in which
there is a big sac-like protru-
sion or projection of the brain
and the membranes that
cover it through an opening
in the skull. If left untreated,
the giant cyst can rupture,
causing meningitis and then
death, Dr Deepak Kumar
Gupta, Professor of the

Department of Neurosurgery
at AIIMS told PTI. During the
three-hour long surgery, doc-
tors removed the cyst and also
"covered the functional part of
the brain by expanding the
skull." 

"Large swelling from be-
hind the skull causes difficul-
ty in positioning of the baby,

difficulty in feeding and nurs-
ing and there is always a fear
of sudden rupture of the
swelling containing brain tis-
sues," he said. Dr Gupta said
the father of the child Abid
Azad, Development Outreach
and Communication
Specialist, USAID,
Bangladesh, had approached
him a couple of months back.
"After evaluating the baby's
condition, we decided to per-
form the surgery. On
December 12, the surgery was
done during which the non-
functional protruding part of
the brain which had taken the
shape of a cyst was excised,
all normal brain tissues were
preserved and expansile cran-
ioplasty was done at same
time giving space to brain to
continue to grow in future,"
Dr Gupta said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The CBI has approached
the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the Bombay High
Court order granting bail
to former Maharashtra
home minister Anil
Deshmukh in a corruption
case.

The high court had on
December 12 granted bail
to the 73-year-old
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) leader in the case but
said the order will be effec-
tive after 10 days, as the
Central Bureau of
Investigation had sought
time to challenge it in the
apex court. The high court
had said except for dis-
missed police officer
Sachin Waze's statement
none recorded by the CBI
indicated money was ex-
torted from bar owners in

Mumbai at the behest of
the politician. In its plea
filed in the top court, the
probe agency has claimed
the high court "committed
grave error" while granting
bail to Deshmukh irrespec-
tive of the serious objec-
tions raised by the CBI both
on the merits of the case as
well as the effect his bail
will have on the continuing
investigation. "The high
court failed to appreciate
that the economic offences
are required to be treated
as separate category of of-
fences and bail in such of-
fences is not required to be
granted as a routine matter.
Usually, social-economic of-
fences have deep rooted
conspiracies effecting the
moral fiber of the society
and causing irreparable
harm, need to be consid-
ered seriously," it said.

Jaipur, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A man allegedly mur-
dered his aunt, chopped
the body into pieces and
dumped them at different
places near Delhi highway
here, police said on
Saturday.

He then informed the
police that his aunt was
missing and also started
looking for her along with
other relatives, they said.

However, police got sus-
picious of him and inter-
rogated him, following
which he revealed that he
bludgeoned his aunt to
death with a hammer on
December 11. The man,
Anuj Sharma alias
Achitya Govind Das (33),
was arrested on Thursday,

police said. Sharma had
been associated with Hare
Krishna' movement for the
last seven-eight years.

However, a spokesper-
son of the organisation in
Jaipur said Sharma was
not active for the past one
year after the death of his
mother. Sharma had in-
formed the police on the
night of December 11 that
his aunt Saroj Sharma (65)
had gone to the temple in
the morning and was
missing since then.

During the probe, it was
found that his statements
were misleading, follow-
ing which his activities
were monitored, police
said. In CCTV footage, he
was seen leaving his house
with a suitcase. A relative
had seen him cleaning
blood stains near the
kitchen of the house, they
said.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Aaftab Amin Poonawala,
accused of strangling his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar and
chopping her body into pieces,
on Saturday virtually appeared
before a Delhi court and said he
was not aware of the bail peti-
tion moved on his behalf.
Poonawala, who appeared
through video conference, said
though he had signed the
vakalatnama, he was not aware
a bail petition would be filed by
his advocate. "Let the bail appli-
cation be kept pending and only
after the accused meets his
counsel, it be decided whether
the bail application is pressed or
not," Additional Sessions Judge
Vrinda Kumari said.

MAJOR SETBACK

SC dismisses Bilkis Bano’s plea 
̈ Seeking review 

of its earlier order 

When people do not get justice from the
Supreme Court, where do they go, Delhi
Commission for Women (DCW) chief Swati
Maliwal asked on Saturday after the apex court
dismissed a review plea filed by Bilkis Bano.
"Supreme Court rejected Bilkis Bano's plea.
Bilkis Bano was gang-raped when she was 21
years old, and her three-year-old son and six
family members were murdered but Gujarat
government freed all the rapists. If justice won't come from
Supreme Court, where will people go?" Maliwal asked on Twitter.

‘Where will people go if they do not get justice from SC’

Swati Maliwal 

GST Council doubles limit for
launching prosecution to Rs 2 cr
̈ Defines SUVs 

for 22 % cess

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala
Sitharaman chairs the 48th meeting of the GST Council via virtual
mode, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Chh’gh man on train to Delhi gets
emergency oxygen support

̈ At 4 am

EZC MEETING

‘States to share responsibility
for security in border areas’

ENHANCED NUCLEAR CAPABILITY

Agni missiles can strike
beyond 7000-km range

ART WITH A DIFFERENCE

Sand artist Sudarshan Pattanaik creates a sand sculpture ahead of FIFA WORLD CUP
final 2022 in Qatar, in Puri, Saturday.

Poonawala
appears before
court virtually

‘Sufficient foodgrain stocks to meet
requirements of welfare schemes’

TERRIFYING TRUTH

Man chops up aunt’s body
̈ Dumps parts near

Delhi Highway

NEW LEASE OF LIFE

Infant from B’desh with cyst larger than size
of his head undergoes successful surgery

̈ At AIIMS Delhi

A child suffering from Giant
Occipital Encephalocele. Its 

surgery has been done recently 
at AIIMS, in New Delhi, Saturday.

CBI moves SC against
Anil Deshmukh’s bail

BSP employees felicitated with Pali
Shiromani and Karm Shiromani Award
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Employees
belonging to Utilities zone
of Bhilai Steel Plant were
awarded with the 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' for
their exemplary work per-
formance under the
'Shiromani Puraskar
Yojana' of Bhilai Steel
Plant.

Pali Shiromani Award
winner included PB
Patnaik, AGM (WMD) and
Karm Shiromani Award
winners Roop Narayan,
Chief MOCT, CAS N CWP, D
Satya Rajalu, Master OCT,
PSDP, were felicitated for
their exemplary work. The
norms of social distancing

were followed in conducting
and distribution of the
prizes during the function
in the wake of COVID-19
pandemic. The function was
presided over by G A Sorte,
CGM (Utilities). Chinmoy
Khan, GM (CAS N CWP),
Utpat Dutta, GM (WMD), RP
Ahirwar, GM (Propane
Plant), Purnachandra Bag,

GM (OP-II), Mohammad
Nadeem Khan, GM (OP-II),
SK Sarangi, Senior
Manager (PLEM) presented
the award winners with a
certificate of merit, memen-
to and appreciation letter
for the spouse of the em-
ployee. The programme was
conducted by Personnel
Office of P&E Zone.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Division
level exhibition of the
Public Relations
Department was organ-
ized at Rajendra Park in
Durg on Saturday. The
achievements of the flag-
ship schemes of the state
government are dis-
played in the exhibition.
MLA Arun Vora inaugu-
rated the exhibition.

In his address, MLA
Vora said that the state
government has brought
such schemes in the last
four years through which
the lives of the general
public have improved. He
stated that an amount of
Rs 16000 crore has been

given to the farmers
through Nyay schemes in
the last four years.

Funds have also been
given to landless farmers
through the Bhumiheen
Kisan Yojana. Swami
Atmanand schools have

been opened so that chil-
dren can study in
English medium. There
has been rapid industrial
development through
rural industrial parks.

Vora said that the state
government also did a

great job for the forest
produce collectors. The
government is procuring
65 minor forest produce.
Centers have been start-
ed for their processing.

On this occasion, the
achievements of the gov-

ernment were also
screened in the exhibi-
tion through a video
film. Additional
Collector Arvind Ekka,
Joint Collector Gokul
Rawate were also 
present.

Peddler arrested with brown sugar 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Police ar-
rested a drug peddler and
recovered brown sugar
worth Rs 1 lakh from his
possession. Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela) informed that
they are conducting a spe-
cial operation against the
illegal trade of drugs and
narcotics.

The network of inform-
ers has been activated to
collect information about
the suspects. In this se-
quel, police received a tip
off regarding a youth who
was selling brown sugar
to the addicts near Ekta
Park in Radhika Nagar.

Acting on the tip off, the
police team swung into ac-
tion and the suspect was
taken into custody. On
searching, 1.510 grams of
brown sugar packed in 15
sachets worth Rs 1 Lakh
was recovered from him.

It was the first case of
brown sugar peddling in
Supela Police Station lim-
its. The accused Ashish
Dubey (31) son of Prakash
Chandra Dubey a resident
of 7-A, Maitri Vihar,
Radhika Nagar, Supela
has been booked under
the provisions mentioned

in section 21 (b) of NDPS
Act.

Inspector Durgesh
Sharma, SI Lakhesh
Gangesh, Constable
Mohammad Junaid
Siddhiqui, Vivek Singh,
Vikas Tiwari and Abhay
Singh played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Effective steps taken to preserve and promote
culture and tradition, says Tamradhwaj Sahu

Bhilai, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas programme was or-
ganised in Gram
Panchayat Khamharia on
Saturday on completion of
four years of development
of Chhattisgarh govern-
ment.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu was
present as the chief guest.
On completion of four suc-
cessful years of the state
government, Tamradhwaj
Sahu expressed heartfelt
gratitude to the people of
Chhattisgarh and said that
this has been possible with
the active participation of
common people.

Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has always been
working on inclusive de-
velopment. Continuous ef-

forts are being made to do
better work through
schemes for the farmers,
laborers, youth, women
and elders of all sections

of the society.
The state government is

committed to the all-round
development of the state.
In these four years, along

with preserving the cul-
ture and civilization of
Chhattisgarh, the govern-
ment has also taken posi-
tive steps to promote them

and will take further steps
as well.

Apart from this, Sahu
also spoke about Anna
Data, the farmers. He said
that farmers are getting
the highest price of paddy
in the country. From the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, benefits are being
provided to the landless
agricultural labourers.

The schemes of the gov-
ernment are directly bene-
fiting the common people
and happiness is spread-
ing among the people of
Chhattisgarh. Shalini
Rivendra Yadav, District
Panchayat President;
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan and
other public representa-
tives and officials were
present.
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Achievements of four years displayed in exhibition 
MLA Arun Vora inaugurates exhibition of PR Deptt

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Police
have arrested four ruffi-
ans on charges of attack-
ing a marriage procession.
About seven persons were
injured in the incident.
Two of them have suffered
injuries from sharp
weapons also. According
to information, the inci-
dent occurred late evening
on Friday.

The victims hail from
Dongargarh and had come
to Durg with a marriage
party. After taking a halt at
Manas Bhavan, the mar-
riage procession was pro-
ceeding towards the
groom's place in Shakti
Nagar. The people were
dancing to the tunes of a
DJ when a passerby
scooterist hit a child of the

marriage procession.
He entered into an alter-

cation and later came back
with his accomplices. The
ruffians attacked the peo-
ple of the marriage pro-
cession with sharp
weapons and threatened
them of dire conse-
quences.

Under the instructions
of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and supervision of
Additional Superinten-
dent of Police (City)
Sanjay Dhruv, and City

Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Vaibhav Banker,
the team of Mohan Nagar
Police Station led by
Inspector Vipin Rangari
and the patrolling team
interrogated the suspects
and four ruffians involved
in attacking the marriage
procession were arrested.

The accused are identi-
fied as Jitendra alias
Prince Soni (19) son of
Amarjeet Soni a resident
of Shanti Nagar;
Praduman Verma alias

Dabbu (18) son of Shiv
Verma a resident of
Shanti Nagar;
Tameshwar Nirmalkar
alias Tomu (20) son of
Shiv Nirmalkar a resi-
dent of New Shanti
Nagar and Nohar Sahu
alias Robin Sahu (19) son
of Dinesh Sahu a resident
of Sikola Basti, near
Hanuman Mandir. They
have been booked under
the provisions mentioned
in section 294,506,307,
34 of IPC.

Four arrested for attacking 
marriage procession

Painting exhibition of seven artists
organised at Nehru Art Gallery

Bhilai, Dec 17: The
Public Relations
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant, in col-
laboration with the Town
Services Department, or-
ganised an exhibition of
paintings created by seven
artists of the steel city on
December 15, 2022, at the
Nehru Art Gallery at the
Civic Center, Indira Place.

The exhibition was in-
augurated by Tapan
Sutradhar, Executive
Director (Mines &
Rowghat) of the plant by
lighting the lamp in the
presence of Executive
Director (Personnel &
Administration) MM
Gadre and other guests.

A group exhibition of
paintings made by Evani
Srivalli, S Jayalakshmi,
Nisha Das, Ganga
Chakradhari, Aastha

Agrawal, Nandita
Rajshree and Lalit
Agrawal is exhibited in
this three-day painting ex-
hibition.

In this exhibition, 60 oil
paintings made by these
artists have been dis-
played. These paintings
have a beautiful combina-
tion of nature, landscape,

portrait and abstract art-
work. The best combina-
tion of colours is also seen
in the pictures of the exhi-
bition.

This exhibition will be
open for public viewing
from December 15-17, 2022
from 17:30 hrs to 20:30 hrs
every day. On this occa-
sion, Chief General

Manager (Town Services
& CSR) SV Nandanwar,
General Manager
(Liaison, Administration
and Public Relations)
Jacob Kurian, General
Manager (Personnel) H
Shekhar, General Manager
(HRD) Amulya
Priyadarshi, General
Manager (Public
Relations) Prashant
Tiwari along with, other
senior officials of the
plant, artists, and office
bearers of Arts Club
Bhilai and art loving citi-
zens of steel city were
present in large numbers.
Former Executive Director
(Personnel) of SAIL and
Director (Personnel &
Administration) of
Shipping Corporation of
India SPS Jaggi was espe-
cially present on the 
occasion.

SNGVB celebrates Annual Day in a grand manner 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: Sree
Narayan Guru Vidhya
Bhavan Sector -4 celebrat-
ed the 46th Annual Day at
SNG A/C auditorium on
December 16-17, 2022 with
great pomp and show. On
the occasion the Chief
Guest Nikhil Rakhecha
(IPS, CSP Bhilai Nagar ),
Abhay Jiaswal (District
Education Officer, Durg),

VK Babu (Manager), KS
C h a n d r a n
(Correspondent), PS
Surersh (Treasurer) TU
Sunil Kumar ( Vice

President Organisation), C
Beeju ( Vice President
Devaswam), R Dinesh
(Secretary Education), KT
Anil (Deputy General
Secretary (E) other execu-
tive committee members,
the school Principal
Abhay Kumar Singh, PTA
Body Members, Parents,
Teaching and Non-
Teaching Staffs were pres-
ent on the occasion.

Programme com-
menced with lighting of
the lamp, followed by
Saraswati Vandana. The
Chief Guest and other
dignitaries were wel-

comed with floral greet-
ing, batches and a melodi-
ous welcome song. The
Principal Abhay Kumar
Singh, in his welcome
speech presented academ-
ic the Annual Report and
he said that Education is
the foundation of all ac-
tivities, Followed by hon-
ouring the Academic and
Co-curricular Winners by
the hands of Chief Guest
and other dignitaries on
dais.

VK Babu (Manager) ad-
dressing the gathering
said that this Annual day
function is dedicated to

class 12 th students and
appreciated the hard
works of the teaching and
non-teaching staff. The
Chief Guest Nikhil
Rakhecha while address-
ing the gathering that
school life is a pleasurable
and memorable period of
a life & groom your self in
any one sports which
makes life positive.

And Abhay Jaiswal in
his address said that the
annual function is a tool,
for overall development of
a child. The SNGVB
school management pre-
sented a memento to the

Chief Guest as a token of
love. The audience wit-
nessed spectacular and
colourful Cultural
Programmes covering
Chattishgarhi dance,
army act, English skit,
melodious song, shadow
act the most enthralling
UV performance and
above all, the perform-
ance of Anila Rajan DID
Super Mom 2022, (SNGVB
Dance teacher).Vote of
thanks was proposed by
Vanadana Shrivastava
(Teacher Incharge). The
program came to an end
with National Anthem.

MGM celebrates 56th Annual Sports Day 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 17: MGM
Senior Secondary School,
Sector 6 organised 56th
Annual  Sports Day. The
event took place with
great enthusiasm and fer-
vour in the spacious Mar
Theodosius  sports com-
plex of the school. DIG
Thomas Chacko (SSB)
was the Chief Guest of
the event and Nikhil
Rakhecha City
Superintendent of the
Police graced the event as
Special Guest.

Students  of classes KG
to XII participated in dif-
ferent track and field
events. The event was
also witnessed by Rev Fr
Shinu Cherian, School
and Church Managing
Committee members,
Principal Dr BD
T h a r a k a n ,
Headmistresses: Anita
Rajan and Beena Mathew,
Shift In-charges: Shiny S
Joseph and S Geena.

Before the events of the
day began, Principal Dr
BD Tharakan, Vice
President Rev Fr Jacob

Thomas and Hon
Correspondent KC
Mathew addressed the
gathering and motivated
the  students. MC
Benjamin welcomed the
gathering.

Maisha Khan sports
secretary administered
the oath. The day's events
were set to motion after
the speech of Chief Guest
and Special Guest
Thomas Chacko and
Nikhil Rakhecha respec-
tively.

The school flag was un-
furled and the balloons
were released into the sky.
The sports event started
with the march past.
After the March Past, the
students of different
houses competed against
each other in events like
relay race, 100 m sprint,
mix and 200 m race.

The primary students
of classes 1  to 4 also par-
ticipated in frog and 80m
race. Points were given to
the houses depending on
the  performance of their
representatives in the
events.

The events of the day

came to an end by the
lowering of flag and dec-
laration of the closure of
the  sports meet by Chief
Guest Satish Thakur DSP
Traffic.

At the end of the track
and field events, the
Principal, along with
other dignitaries distrib-
uted the  prizes to the
winners - G Vijay of class
IX-E (Red House) N
Purvika of X-G (Blue
House) bagged the  over-
all championship. Parth
Lanjewar, Iram Siddiqui
won the sports outgoing
championship. Red
House won the overall
championship followed
by Blue and Purple re-
spectively.

The Principal  thanked
everyone for their pres-
ence and support and con-
gratulated the students
for their  exceptional per-
formance. The event was
compered by Swapna
Chacko, Sushmita
Mukherjee and Jino
Joseph. Vote of thanks
was proposed by Swati
Balaji followed by
National Anthem.
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Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
while addressing the
Gaurav Diwas event to
mark completion of 4
years of his government,
announced Rs 100 crore
for the scheme of
‘Mukhyamantri Vriksh
Sampada’.

He further stated that
the budgetary provision
of the amount of Rs 1000
crore for the maintenance
and upgradation of all
schools, hostels, ashrams,
government buildings
and also announced Rs
1200 crore for the ‘Swami
Atmanand Excellent ITI
Scheme’ which aims to
improve the level of tech-
nical education by carry-
ing out upgradation work

of industrial training in-
stitutions . Earlier, he in-
augurated and performed
Bhoomipujan of 14 works
worth Rs 33.96 crore on
the occasion of
‘Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas’ It includes
Bhoomipujan of 12 works
worth Rs 30.13 crore and
the inauguration of two
works worth Rs 3.83
crore. Agriculture
Minister Ravindra

Choubey, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahriya,
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Rajesh Tiwari,
Chhattisgarh State Food
Civil Supplies
Corporation Chairman
Ram Gopal Agarwal,
Chief Secretary Amitabh
Jain, and senior officers
were present in the pro-
gramme. Chief Minister

performed Bhoomipujan
of Sant Shiromani Guru
Ghasidas Baba Memorial
and Museum in Nava
Raipur to be built at a cost
of Rs 4.86 crore, building
of school cum coaching
center for SC (Prayas) cat-
egory students to be built

at a cost of Rs 9.39 crore
in Parsada village of
Durg district, 50 seater
pre matric SC girls hostel
at Saja in Bemetara dis-
trict at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater pre matric
SC boys hostel at
Barampur in Mungeli dis-

trict at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater pre matric
SC girls hostel at
Mazgaon at a cost of Rs
1.52 crore, 50 seater pre
matric SC girls hostel in
Lormi at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater pre matric
SC girls ashram in Lormi
at a cost of Rs 1.62 crore,
50 seater post matric SC
boys hostel in Fasterpur
at a cost of Rs 1.91 crore,
50 seater pre matric
scheduled tribe girls hos-
tel in Mandir Hasaud of
Raipur at a cost of Rs 1.52
crore, 50 seater Pre
Matric Scheduled Caste
Girls Hostel at Bhilai of
Raipur district at a cost of
Rs 1.52 crore and 50 seater
Scheduled Caste Girls
Ashram at village
Dabrabhant in
Kabirdham district at a
cost of Rs 1.62 crore.

CM announces Rs 1200 crore for Atmanand ITIs
Key announcement during Gaurav Diwas programme include Rs 1000 crore for schools

“Soon after the formation of the government, the farm loans
were waived off, giving a huge relief to the farmers of the
state. Farmers in Chhattisgarh are now getting the highest
price of paddy in the whole country. The state government is
running schemes for every section from farmers to landless
agro laborers. First-of-its-kind unique schemes have been
launched by the government including Godhan Nyay Yojana for
purchasing cow dung”, said the Chief Minister.  Recounting the
success of his government in Chhattisgarh he said “The
schemes of the government have directly benefited the com-
mon people and brought prosperity in their lives. We are mov-
ing forward in the direction of fulfilling the dreams of our fore-
fathers of a ‘developed and prosperous Chhattisgarh’. Work is
being done for the welfare of every section of society including
farmers, laborers, youth, women, and the elderly. The govern-
ment is committed to the inclusive development of the state.”

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1177:: National Institute
of Technology (NIT) Raipur con-
ducted a speaker session on the
Origin and Expansion of ISRO
under the aegis of Mechanical
Engineering Association (MEA) of
NIT Raipur under the supervision
of Dr. Suraj Kumar Mukti, Faculty
Incharge, MEA and Dr. Mridul
Singh Rajput, Assistant Professor,
Mechanical Engineering.  The
speaker for this event was Dr.
Alok Srivastava, Deputy Director-
Mechanical System Area, URSC,
currently serving as Chairman of
Review Board for all the space-
craft built by ISRO. He is an  ISRO
team awardee for Chandrayan-1
mission. He has also worked as
the project director for  INSAT-3D
and INSAT-3DR. 

Dr. Alok Srivastava began his lec-
ture by emphasizing on how
Mathematics, heat transfer,
robotics, material analysis, etc.
play key roles in manufacturing
satellites. Since 1963, ISRO has
manufactured nearly 34 remote
sensing and communication
satellites. ISRO has made IRNSS
Constellation for helping in GPS
navigation. LLRI lunar laser rang-
ing instrument was also devel-
oped. ISRO has come a long way
from the development of
Aryabhatta to GSLV mark 3.
Remote sensing satellites are also
developed by ISRO. He also stat-
ed the importance of Mars
Orbital Mission and how incredi-
ble it was for ISRO to succeed in
it. He enlightened everyone on
the problems faced by space-
crafts used in interplanetary mis-
sions  due to difference in prevail-
ing atmospheric conditions. He
talked about the four pillars of
ISRO, i.e., help, support, advice
and react and that teamwork is
the reason for the organization’s
success. 

NIT Raipur hosts speaker
session by ISRO Scientist

Raipur, Dec 17:

A team of
Anaesthesiologists from
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences shines in
a prestigious quiz competi-
tion during the National
Conference held at
Shillong.

The 69th Annual
National Conference of
the Indian Society of
Anaesthesiologists was
held in North Eastern
Indira Gandhi Regional
Institute of Health &
Medical Sciences
(NEIGRIHMS), Shillong.
In the mentorship of Prof.
(Dr.) Nandkishore
Agrawal, HoD
(Anaesthesiology) the

Junior Residents actively
participated in the educa-
tional feast.

The GOLDCON quiz of
the conference is a well-
known flagship event
where three junior resi-
dents from the department
participated and won
three medals. Dr.
Abhinaya Prabhu won the

gold medal, Dr. Dhanaj
Shreeganesh bronze, and
Dr. Nandeeshawara DK
won consolation 5th posi-
tion.

Prof. (Dr.) Nitin M
Nagarkar, Director lauds
efforts by the department
and congratulated the
winning PG from depart-
ment of Anesthesiology.

AIIMS-R shines in National
Conference of Anaesthesiologists

SPORTS ROUND UP

Raipur, Dec 17: Jasjeet XI
from Kashmir defeated
Ranjit Singh Club from
Telangana by 49 runs in

the match under 14th Sikh
Premier League tourna-
ment being organised here.
Similarly, the Vijit Khalsha

team from Nagpur defeat-
ed GKS Raipur by 22 runs
in the second match played
here.

Kashmir, Nagpur register win 
in Sikh Premier League matches

Raipur, Dec 17:

National Institute of
Technology (NIT) Raipur
is set to participate in All
India Inter NIT Faculty
and Staff Tournament to
be held at NIT Hamirpur
from 17th to 19th
December 2022. The facul-
ty and staff representa-
tives of the badminton,
table tennis and chess
teams went to Hamirpur
for the tournament.

The team for bad-
minton consists of Dr.
Lalit Kumar Sahu, Dr.
Amit Raj Singh, Dr.
Dharam Pal, Dr. Naeem
Ahmad, Dr. Meena
Murmu, Dr. Chetna
Sharma Rajput, Dr. Sonal

Yadav and Devendra
Kumar Soni.

For Table tennis the
team members are Sayon
Pramanik, Dr. Shirish
Deo, Dr. Dharm Pal, Dr.
HK Narang, Dr. Suraj
kumar Mukti, Dr. Neha

Gupta, Dr. Nisha Netam
and Dr. Alfia Bano .

Chess participants are
Dr. Amit Raj Singh, Vikas
kumar Sharma, Dr.
Srinivasu G., Dr. D.C.
Jhariya  and Manoj
Kumar Patle.

Raipur to participate in All India Inter NIT Tournament 

Veterans Table Tennis
tournament today

Raipur, Dec 17:
Chhattisgarh Veterans
Table Tennis Committee
of Chhattisgarh Table
Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association
with Rajdhani Table
Tennis Association
(RTTA) is organising late
GP Shivhare (Durg) me-
morial 3rd Chhattisgarh
State Masters Ranking
Table Tennis tourna-
ment 2022 on Sunday at
Sapre School-based TT
Hall here. Providing the
above information, the
RTTA Secretary Vinay
Baiswade said that the
tournament would be
played in various age cat-
egories including 40
years, 50 years, 60 years,
65 years and 70 years cat-
egory for Male whereas a
separate event for
Veteran Women players
too would be held. He fur-
ther informed that near-
ly 130 players would be
participating in the tour-
nament to be held in
League basis. Alok
Buildtech Private
Limited Durg CMD
Anand Shivhare would
be the chief guest of the
concluding and prize dis-
tribution ceremony in
the evening.
International Umpire
Pravin Nirapure and
Assistant Chief Umpire
Abhinav Sharma would
be the officials for the
tournament.

Raipur, Dec 17:

“Success isn’t just about
counting your wins, but
also using your failures
and rejections as stepping
stones that propel you to-
wards success,” shares
Psychologist Shivli
Shrivastava, during the
workshop on “Failure
Fridays” held at On The
Rocks, Raipur. The work-
shop addressed how fail-
ure and rejections are part
of our journey. These are

painful experiences and if
left unaddressed they can

negatively impact our self-
esteem and self-worth.

The participants shared
their range of experience
ranging from failure in
personal and professional
life and the self-critisism
that follows. The highlight
of the evening was insight
on how failure can be used
as foundation for creating
success. The participants
of the workshop left with
a toolkit on developing a
growth mindset to pre-
pare themselves for any
future experiences of fail-
ure.

Failures are stepping stones for Success

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1177::

Mr. Sibasis Mishra, Head
(Deputy General Manager),
MSME Business Development
was on a two-day visit from
December 15 to 16 to Raipur.
The purpose of his visit was to
promote credit in the MSME
sector. During his visit, he held

a meeting with potential new
customers and former cus-
tomers of the Bank at Babylon
International, Raipur. He also
met the regional heads of the
four regions of Bank of Baroda
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg and
Dhamtari  Mr. Amit Banerjee,
Mr. Barun Meher, Mr. Arvind
Katkar and Mr. Rajesh Das and

also participated in the cus-
tomer meet organised for the
customers of all the four
regions. Mr. Sibasis Mishra
also held a meeting with the
branch heads and felicitated
the branch heads who per-
formed excellently. Since
Raipur and Chhattisgarh are
mainly the centers of MSME
growth, this visit of Mr. Sibasis
Mishra was specially for Raipur
and Chhattisgarh. The cus-
tomers expressed their satis-
faction towards Bank of Baroda
for this visit. Keeping in view
the progress of Bank of
Baroda’s MSME sector in
Chhattisgarh, the visit was
very successful. Distinguished
customers of Bank of Baroda,
four regional heads of
Chhattisgarh network and offi-
cials of the bank were present
in the programs organized dur-
ing this tour.

Sibasis Mishra, DGM, BoB reviews MSME growth 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1177:: Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary Education
has released the time table
for the year 2022-23 for
Chhattisgarh Board Exam. In
Chhattisgarh, th board exams
will be held on March 1 for
class 12th and on March 2 for
class 10th. The timing of the
exam will be from 9 am to
12:15 pm. Class 12th exams
are going to start from 1st\
March 2022. It will continue
till March 31, 2023 whereas
class 10th board exams will be
held from March 2, 2023 to
March 24, 2023. It is notable
that  3,40,000 candidates will

appear in class 10th board
exam and 3,30,000 candidates
will appear in the 12th board
exam. To know the time table
in detail, students can visit
the board’s website
www.cgbse.nic.in.

Like last year, this time also
the board exams are starting
from the first week of March.
Holi fesitval is falling in the
middle of the month-long
board exams, where Holika
Dahan will be celebrated on
March 7 and Holi will be
played on March 8. Due to Holi
falling in the middle of the
examination, the board exam-
inees Holi festival will fade
this year. Due to the
Mathematics paper immedi-
ately after Holi, the students
of class 10th will also face a
lot of trouble.

CG Board  releases  time table for
class 10th and 12th board exams
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Bagarpali, Dec 17:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s state-
wide tour under the Bhent
Mulaqat program reached
Bagarpali on Thursday.
CM Bhupesh Baghel said
that during his interac-
tion  with numerous peo-
ple from across the state
in the ‘janchaupal’ organ-
ised under Bhent Mulaqat
program, majority of the
people said that they have
stopped migrating to
other places in search of
work as they are getting
sufficient employment op-
portunities in their vil-

lages with the help of
state governments
schemes which has
proved a boon for the
rural populace.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that a labourer
in Janjgir informed that,
earlier he used to travel
far looking for work op-
purtunity, but with the es-
tablishment of Gauthan
in his village, he is earn-
ing substantially with
livelihood oriented activi-
ties happening in
Gauthan without leaving
his village.

In Bagarpali, Hemlata
told that earlier she had to
migrate constantly for
work. But now she is asso-
ciated with a Gauthan
which has become a
source of regular income
for her and her family.
Baghel further said, ‘re-
cently in Saraipali too, a
person narrated a similar
reminiscence to him, the
issue of the reduction in
migration also came to the
fore in Jashpur. From this
it is evident that the socio-
economic condition of the
people has improved due

to the schemes of the state
government, CM added.

‘This is a very good sign
and for further expansion
I have announced a com-
mittee to observe and
study the social changes
sprouting up with the help
of our state government’s
schemes’. He further said
that it is a great thing that
today people do not have
to go out for work. We are
also giving 7 thousand ru-
pees to the labourers. This
has also become a support
for the landless laborers
as well.”

Migration has stopped due 
to state govt’s schemes: CM
 People from across the

state informed that they
are getting employment
opportunities in their 
villages itself which has
relieved them from
migrating for work CM announces a commit-
tee to observe social
changes coming from the
state govt’s schemes

Mahasamund, Dec 17:

CM Bhupsh Baghel ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence in Mahasamund
said thatBhent-Mulaqat
has ended today in all
four of the district’s as-
sembly constituencies.
This program’s objective
is to gather information
from the general public
about the schemes. He
said that Bhent mulaqat
is frequently held to so-
licit comment about the
government’s plans. -
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu and
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary Vinod
Sevenlal Chandrakar
were present along with
him. CM informed that
in more than 50 of the
assembly constituen-
cies, Bhent-Mulaqat has
been finished. On the
ground, all the plans are
clearly evident. The
Public Distribution
System’s (PDS) imple-

mentation is going
smoothly. The revenue
from these schemes is
rising. Additionally, the
Haat Bazar Clinic yojana
is run. In the fields of ed-
ucation and health, work
has improved.

Chief Minister in-
formed that so far 50
lakh metric tonnes of
paddy has been procured
and the  paddy procure-
ment is going on smooth-
ly. No complaints have
been received so far.
This year the govern-
ment has set a goal of
purchasing 110 metric

tonnes of paddy. There
have been specific in-
structions regarding the
land. Settlement for the
error is sent to the
Collector. In the
Mahasamund district,
the medical college and
overbridge are signifi-
cant accomplishments.
Additionally, the district
has received announce-
ments regarding devel-
opment. A request to es-
tablish a municipal cor-
poration and a bypass
route was submitted
during this time, CM
added. CM informed

that there was opposi-
tion related to the Karni
power station and people
are seated in protest.
The Collector was given
instructions on how to
get rid of it.

The Chief Minister
stated that there is a
plan in the state to open
cyber police stations,
which have already
begun in three locations.
A day will also come
when the curriculum at
Atmanand English
Medium School would
be presented in
Chhattisgarhi, he added.

PDS implementation 
is going on smoothly: CM

By Sanjay Kumar Mishra

Raipur, Dec 17: A student
of Rajkumar College
(RKC), Raipur, Abhimanyu
Sreekumar 18, has topped
the National Defence
Academy (NDA) examina-
tion in the country, by se-
curing AIR 193. Results of
this prestigious examina-
tion were published on
17thNovember, 2022.
Abhimanyu, is a native of
Thiruvalla, Kerala, who
has completed his school-
ing from Rajkumar
College, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh with flying
colours. His father is an
Office Accountant and his
mother is a Maths teacher
in Rajkumar College,
Raipur (C.G.). As men-
tioned earlier, he complet-
ed his schooling from one
of the most prestigious

and elite educational insti-
tutions of India i.e.
Rajkumar College.

After completing class
eleventh, he started
preparing for the NDA ex-
amination. The examina-
tion had two parts- Written
Examination and
Interview. Abhimanyu
says, “I could not clear the
written during my first at-
tempt.” “But, I got this suc-
cess in my second attempt
for the Written part and
cracked the SSB in my first
attempt itself,” he added.
On preparation for the ex-
amination, he said that
candidates should under-
stand the basics of all the
subjects taught in schools.
“NDA syllabus comprises
Mathematics, History,
English, Civics,
Geography, Biology,
Physics, Chemistry,

Economics and Current
Affairs. It is a mixture of
both Arts (Humanities)
and Science subjects. So it
requires a separate prepa-
ration apart from the
ICSE/ISC/CBSE board syl-
labus,” he added.

Abhimanyu said that
preparation for NDA, un-
like other competitive
exam., is solely based on
how mentally tough an as-
pirant is as this is the only

arena, which requires an
aspirant to clear written,
develop an officer-like per-
sonality as well as a decent
physical health standard.
Apart from studies, extra-
curricular activities have a
heavy impact on sculpting
out one’s personality for
NDA. He will choose
Indian Army to work after
completion of his training.
“I will be undergoing
training in NDA for three
years and spend one year
in the Indian Military
Academy. The topper boy
said that he wanted to
serve the country directly
by joining the Defence sec-
tor. “From my childhood it-
self, I had fascination for
weapons and tanks,” he
added. “Solely studying for
exam by devoting 12 to 14
hours a day like other engi-
neering and medical en-

trance exams, cannot help
one to crack this exam as
this turns a person noth-
ing-less-than-a-puppet!
Armed forces need people
who are aware of current
political and geopolitical
scenarios both nationally
and internationally and
people with good commu-
nication skills and the
ones who are proactive
rather than hyperactive,”
he added. It is worthy to
mention that Abhimanyu
has also topped with 2nd
position, in his school in
ISC, 22, by securing 93% in
his class12 and a highest of
99 in Mathematics! He has
also completed his
Diploma in Hindustani
Classical Music in Violin
from the Indira Gandhi
Kala Sangit
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Khairagarh.

RKCianAbhimanyu cracks UPSC NDA exam

Raipur, Dec 17: 

Regional Saras Mela
will be organised from
December 15 to December
25 at BTI Ground, Shankar
Nagar, Raipur for exhibi-
tion and sale of products
manufactured by women
self-help groups formed
under the Chhattisgarh
State Rural Livelihood
Mission (Bihan). In this 11-
day long fair, items manu-
factured by rural commu-
nities from Chhattisgarh
as well as several states
will be displayed and sold.
People will be able to enjoy
local delicacies in the food
stalls of Chhattisgarhi cui-
sine in the fair. The region-
al Saras Mela will also
have excellent products
produced by the rural

communities of Assam,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Jharkhand, Telangana
and West Bengal for dis-
play-cum-sale. Cultural
programs will also be pre-
sented in the evening at
the fair. Organized under
‘Bihan’ for promotion and
sale of natural products
produced and manufac-
tured by rural women and
groups working in rural
industrial parks in
Gouthans of the state, peo-
ple will be able to enjoy
delicacies and cultural
evening. The Regional
Saras Mela is being organ-
ized under the
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Livelihood Mission -
‘Bihan’ scheme, run by the

State Government’s
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
for the prosperity and em-
ployment of the villages.
In the fair, there will be a
system of exhibition-cum-
sale of many special or-
ganic products manufac-
tured by women self-help
groups formed in rural
areas of the state under
‘Bihan’. Kosa, silk, khadi,
handloom, bullmetal, ter-
racotta, bamboo, wood
craft etc. products will be
available for sale and exhi-
bition. Chemical-free spe-
cial products like fragrant
rice, black rice, spices, oil,
forest produce based rare
products, honey etc. from
different districts of the
state will be sold in the
fair.

Regional Saras Mela 
from Dec 15-25 at BTI Ground

Raipur, Dec 17: 

Sports and Youth
Welfare Minister Umesh
Patel said that sports activ-
ities will be promoted in
the state to save the young
generation from the
clutches of drugs and to
develop a sense of disci-
pline in them. For this,
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club,
Health and Wellness
Center, Khelo India Small
Centre, suitable sports
grounds available in pan-
chayats, sports academies
will be made more re-
sourceful, so that the youth
of the area can regularly
practice sports yoga. Patel
was presiding over the re-
view meeting of Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhavan. In the
meeting, Additional Chief
Secretary of the

Department Renu Pillay
informed that a total of
13,261 Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Clubs have been formed in
the state, through which
43,867 activities have been
conducted in the form of
sports and various cultur-
al events. Similarly, apart

from activities related to
yoga and fitness, sports ac-
tivities are also being or-
ganised regularly through
866 Health and Wellness
Centers. Training in
malkhamb, archery, volley-
ball, football, hockey is
being imparted in Khelo

India mini centers in
Narayanpur, Bijapur,
Bilaspur, Gariaband,
Surguja, Jashpur and
Rajnandgaon districts.
Soon, small sports centers
will also be started in
Balod, Balodabazar, Patan
(Durg), Kanker, Raipur,

Raigarh and Sukma dis-
tricts. Officials informed
that in the year 2022-23, the
Chhattisgarh Olympics
have been organised at the
district and divisional
level. Chhattisgarhia
Olympics will be organ-
ized at the state level from
December 28  to  January
06. Similarly, youth festival
has been organized at the
district level. Now the
youth festival will be or-
ganized at the divisional
level till  December 31 and
at the state level from
January 12 to 14, 2023. A
total of 5289 suitable sports
grounds have been select-
ed in various panchayats
of the state, in which

sports competitions will be
organised throughout the
year.

According to the an-
nouncement of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, the process of set-
ting up sports academies
has been started in differ-
ent districts of the state.
Youths getting training in
sports academies estab-
lished in Bastar, Bilaspur,
Raipur have registered
their presence in national
level events and won
medals. With the aim of
bringing rural sports tal-
ents to the fore, sports
practice scheme is being
implemented in rural
areas. Sports officers of
the districts along with the
Secretary of the Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, Mr. NN Ekka
were present in the meet-
ing.

Sports activities to be organised on priority: Patel
 To save the young 

generation 
from drug abuse

Raipur, Dec 17:

The state govern-
ment has decided to
c e l e b r a t e
“Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas” on December 17
this year, to mark the
completion of four
years of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.
Various programmes
will be organized
across the state on this

occasion. “Slogan
C o m p e t i t i o n ,
P h o t o g r a p h y
Competition and Reel
Competition” are being
organized by the Public
Relations Department
to mark this occasion.
Interested persons will
have to send their en-
tries to
https://www.cgmodel.i
n by January 5 to par-
ticipate in the desired
competitions. The sub-
jects include tourism,
nature, architecture,
public facilities, clean-
liness, education, festi-
vals-traditions, devel-
opment work and gov-
ernment schemes.

Slogan, photography
and reel competition

organized 
 By PR Deptt on 

occasion of ‘Ch’garh
Gaurav Diwas’

Raipur, Dec 17: 

CAIT  National Senior
Vice President Amar
Parwani, chairman
Magelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani State President
Jitendra Doshi, States
Working President
Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu
Makhija, State General
secretary Suriender
Singh, State Working
General Secretary, Bharat
Jain, State Treasurer
Ajay Agrawal and state
media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed The
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) in a
communication sent to
Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi has urged him for
involvement of the busi-

ness community in vari-
ous events that will be
held during the G-20
Presidency tenure of the
Country. In its letter to
Modi, the CAIT has said
that the business commu-
nity of the Country is
highly delighted and moti-
vated for performing its
major role during India’s
Presidency of G-20 which
is a rare honour for the
Country under visionary
leadership of Modi. The
CAIT has further said
that the Presidency
tenure India is an oppor-
tunity for the Country not
only to showcase the cen-
turies old vibrant and
lively culture of our India
but even for demonstrat-
ing the pace of develop-
ment in terms of infra-

structure, technology and
of course the trade & com-
merce that has been ac-
complished in the past
few years. The CAIT has
sent similar communica-
tion to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah,
Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, Urban
Development Minister
Hardeep Puri and G-20
Sherpa  Amitabh Kant.
CAIT National Senior
Vice  President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & States
Working President  Mr.
Parmanand Jain in their
communication to Modi
has suggested that a large
number of foreign digni-
taries and delegates will
be visiting various cities
and will certainly take
rounds of the respective

cities and also do shop-
ping. In the wake of such
a scenario, it will be in fit-
ness of things if commer-
cial markets of the cities
may be nicely illuminated
and decorated depicting
the old heritage of the city
and development of trade
and commerce in the city
and the country. It is fur-
ther suggested that during
the course of the event in
a particular city an “
Utsav” may be held where
not only a commercial ex-
hibition is organised but
the journey of the city
may also be showcased.
Both the trade leaders in-
formed that the CAIT has
already moved a sugges-
tion of beautification and
illumination of markets
and organising a “ DILLI

UTSAV” to Lt. Governor
of Delhi  V.K.Saxena as
Delhi being the capital of
the Country must show-
case the rich cultural & so-
cial  heritage of the
Country and robust devel-
opment of trade and com-
merce. Mr. Parwani  & Mr.
Jain said that the CAIT is
motivated by “ Jan
Bhagidari” and encour-
agement to small sector of
the country vision of the
Prime Minister Modi has
suggested that  trade asso-
ciations across the coun-
try particularly in the
cities where G-20 meetings
and other programs will
be held, may be involved
in various preparations
for getting cities ready to
host such meetings and
other programs .

CAIT urges involvement of Trading Community in G-20 events
Writes to PM Modi

Raipur, Dec 17: 

A legacy brand for over
79 years, Queen of Sarees –
Kankatala, brings the
Handwoven Sarees of
India Exhibition & Sale ex-
clusively for Raipur on
December  18th and 19th
2022 at Hotel Babylon Inn –
Noak’s Ark. The brand
will showcase the master-
piece sarees in various
one-of-a-kind weaves, like
Kanchipuram, Banarasi,
Paithani, Organza, Patola,
Jamdani, Kota, and many
more handwoven weaves
handpicked by Kankatala
family from across 50
weaving clusters of India
specially for Saree con-
noisseurs of Raipur.

Since 1943, Kankatala
has been constantly work-
ing towards curating the

best weaves for their pa-
trons, and like most of
their patrons; their
weavers too, have been as-
sociated with them for 3
generations. For the first
time in Raipur, this event

is going to be a one-stop
destination for authentic
Indian handlooms. Every
saree hosted at the event
captures the timeless
artistry that has been
passed on from one gener-
ation of artisans to anoth-
er and is a piece of heir-
loom that only a true con-
noisseur of Indian hand-
loom can appreciate.

Mr. Mallikharjuna Rao
Kankatala, Managing
Director said, “Every sea-
son we host an exclusive
exhibition across various
cities in India. This festive
season, we handpicked
some of the best handloom
sarees for our Queens of
Kankatala for an exclusive
2-day sale. We hope they
will appreciate this sale as
much as the precious sea-
sons.”

Kankatala exclusive 2-day 
exhibition for the first time in Raipur



MLA Lakheshwar welcomed
by Mahuguda villagers

Central Chronicle News

BBhhoonndd,,  DDeecc  1177::  MLA
Lakheshwar Baghel was given
a grand welcome by villagers
of Gram Panchayat Bhond's
dependent ward Mahuguda,
after reaching for the auspi-
cious Jagar Utsav.Addressing
the villager's assembled; the
MLA said that by worshiping
Jagar Mata Lakshmi, he
prayed for happiness and
prosperity of the people of the
area and also received bless-
ings from Guru Mata. 

He further said that in our
culture worship is the most im-
portant identity, and today's
youth should follow this defini-
tion because in this age there is
a lot of passion in the youth to-
wards the society and by ap-

pearing before the Gods and
Goddesses, they have to moti-
vate people for good work so
that our culture as well as our
people will be blessed.  MLA
also after reaching village
Kolchur wedding ceremony,
blessed the newlyweds and
wished them happiness and
prosperity. Same way in in
Gram Panchayat Ghatlohanga,
Bastar MLA Bastar Area Tribal

Development Authority
President Mr. Lakheshwar
Baghel met the bereaved family
members of the Baghel family
in Ghatlohanga and consoled
them. Block Congress
Committee President and
District Panchayat member
Ganesh Ram Baghel, General
Secretary Shobharam
Markande and many others
were present.

BKS submits memorandum to Collector

Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  1177::    Bhartiya Kisan
Sangh (BKS) submitted a mem-
orandum in the name of the
Chief Minister to the Collector
regarding various demands re-
lated to the farmers. In the
memorandum, demands have
been made to follow the mani-
festo related to farmers, ap-
proval of sugar factory in
Mungeli, completion of pending

irrigation projects. 
It was told in the memoran-

dum that four years of the for-
mation of the Congress govern-
ment are going to be completed
and the government had talked
about giving two years' bonus to
the farmers in the election mani-
festo, which is not being imple-
mented.  It was said to give four
times the compensation amount
of the acquired land to the farm-
ers, which has not been done.

There has been a demand to
start pending irrigation projects
and registry fee should be
waived on transfer of name and
mutual partition. 

The memorandum also de-
manded for approval to be given
for sugar factory in Mungeli
tehsil and to give Village
Chakarbhatha, sub-tehsil. The
memorandum also called for
Paddy procurement center
Bhalapur to be made a new serv-
ice cooperative society and
Naveen Atmanand English medi-
um school should be opened in
Setganga so that the children of
nearby farmers can also get
good education.  Workers of
Bhartiya Kisan Sangh, District
Coordinator Sanjay Parihar,
District General Secretary
Yogesh Kesharwani, Krishna,
Som Patel, Sharad Patel,
Surendra Sahu, Raj Sonkar and
others were present among
those who handed over the
memorandum.

Central Chronicle News

DDaanntteewwaaddaa,,  DDeecc  1177::  Suspected
Naxalites killed a villager on
suspicion of being a police in-
former in Dantewada district,a
senior official said on Friday.
Jairam Kashyap, the victim,
was found strangled under the
jurisdiction of the Malewahi
police station, said Inspector
General of Police (Bastar
range) Sundarraj P.

A group of Naxalites visited
Kashyap's village on Thursday
night and took him away, he
said, adding that his body was
recovered on Friday afternoon.
After being alerted about the
incident, a police team rushed
to the spot and the body was
sent for post-mortem, the offi-
cial said. 

The police also recovered a
pamphlet from near the body.

The pamphlet expressed suspi-
cion that he was a police in-
former, another official said.
Kashyap was not a police in-
former, he said, adding that
further investigation was un-
derway.

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  DDeecc  1177::  Chhattisgarh
government as part of its develop-
mental plans has sanctioned
lakhs of rupees for each and
every village in the region to ac-
cess potable drinking water, but
as per information work is being
done by sanctioning crores of ru-
pees under the Nal Jal Yojana in
village Basin Pendra Sirrikala of
Fingeshwar development block,
but according to Madhubala
Ratre, District Panchayat member
and Chairperson of the area said
that the work of Nal Jal Yojana in
these villages is of very poor a
bogus bill for pipe extension has
been made by digging a pit in the
village and filling it without laying
a pipe and the pipeline laid in

these villages has already burst at
many places. In a written com-
plaint, the villagers told Mrs.
Ratre their distress and said that
they are not getting the benefit
of the tap water scheme and the
responsible officers has given a

no-objection certificate to the
contractor without work done by
the public representatives.
Madhubala Ratre further said
that she had raised this matter in
the general meeting of the
District Panchayat 2 months ago,
but the officials of the District
Panchayat have also not taken
any action and have become the
target of corruption, due to
which the image of the
Government of Chhattisgarh is
getting tarnished in front of the
people of the area.  Madhubala
Ratre said that on December 16,
she will once again vigorously
raise the corruption prevalent in
the water department and if gen-
uine action is not taken, then
along with the villagers she will
go for opposition.

CM inaugurates railway over-bridge 

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 17:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel inaugurated the
railway over bridge of
Mahasamund-Tumgaon
Road today by cutting the
ribbon of the over-bridge
during the statewide
Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gramme. On this occa-
sion, Minister in-charge
of Home and District
Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Mahasamund
Vinod Chandrakar were
also present.

It is noteworthy that
the much awaited
Tumgaon overbridge was
very significant for the
general public and with
the construction of this
railway bridge, the resi-
dents of the city will not
be hindered by the fre-
quent problems of traffic
jams and will be able to

commute swiftly.
The people of the dis-

trict, especially the daily
commuters from
Tumgaon and
Mahasamund, will be sig-
nificantly relieved from
this. At present, due to
the closure of the railway
gate, a situation of fre-
quent jams was created.

But with the  construc-
tion of railway over-
bridge, they will get relief
from this and commuter's
time will also be saved.

With the construction
of Tumgaon railway
o v e r b r i d g e ,
Mahasamund's popula-
tion of more than 35 thou-
sand  will get conven-
ience of smooth com-
mute. According to the
information recieved by
officials,the overbridge
will be completed at a
cost of 40 crores.

The amount of land ac-
quisition is separate and
not included in this. The
total length of the over-
bridge is 616 meters and
the width is 15 meters.
Railway crossing is 294
meters towards
Mahasamund and 248
meters towards Tumgaon
and the length of railway
crossing is 74 meters.

North Eastern Public School 
celebrate ‘Vijay Diwas’

Central Chronicle News

Takhatpur, Dec 17:
Remembering the sacri-
fice and bravery of the
Indian Army, the victory
day ceremony was organ-
ized in the school by the
prestigious education in-
stitute North Eastern
Public School,
Takhatpur.

On this occasion, in
1971, the Indian Army de-
feated Pakistan and liber-
ated Bangladesh and
gave it the honor of being
an independent country.
Tributes were paid re-
membering the immortal
martyrdom given by the
brave soldiers during the
war.

School Principal
Jitendra Kumar Dash,

while addressing the stu-
dents in his speech, said
that we should be proud
of the contribution and
sacrifices of the armed
forces deployed in the se-
curity of our country
and learn from their sac-
rifice and bravery, always
be ready to serve the
country.

In this order of speech,
school student Khyati
Dewangan expressed her
views and said that we
should remember that
the whole nation has to
bear the brunt of the war,
so the effort should be
that all the nations re-
spect each other's rights,
boundaries. And taking

care of respect, keep
moving forward in the
path of progress.

Ritesh Prajapati, the
teacher of the school, con-
ducted the Vijay Diwas
function efficiently. There
was a dignified presence
of teachers and other
staff including students
in the said ceremony.
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p At Mahasamund-
Tumgaon road

p Work is being done
expeditously, people
will get relief from
frequent traffic jams
in the area

Workshop on National
Tobacco Control Prog held

Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  1177:: Under the
auspices of the District
Administration and Health
Department, for the effective
implementation and publicity
of the COTPA-2003 under the
National Tobacco Control
Program, a workshop and
essay competition was organ-
ized at Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
Residential School, here. 

A large number of students
took part in the competition
and issues in relation to dis-
eases, family troubles, finan-

cial loss, social and personal
humiliation due to consump-
tion of tobacco were dis-
cussed. 

Both essay and project pres-
entation was discussed in the
workshop and many students
took part in the event. Abhinav
Diwakar, a student of Class X,
gave a presentation on this
project through logbook and
chart paper, recording the
work done by himself and was
awarded first for best presen-
tation, Bhumika Kant 10th and
Satish Kumar 12th bagged first
and second prize in essay com-

petition. Balram Sakat,
Rameshwar Yadu, Nakul
Chandrakar, Muskan Sahu,
and Satish Kumar were made
representative of the health
department.  

Head of the institution,
Rajendra Diwakar, administra-
tor H.R. Bhaskar, school
Principal Asha Diwakar, Vice-
principal Chhatrapal Dahire
and nodal teacher Premchand
Tandon were given tobacco-
free educational institute cer-
tificate and board of smoke-
free area was installed in the
school. 

Madhubala Ratre to raise issue of corruption
In tap water dept. in GBMNaxalites kill villager

Aboout the incident
Jairam Kashyap, the victim,

was found strangled under the
jurisdiction of the Malewahi po-
lice station. A group of
Naxalites visited Kashyap's vil-
lage on Thursday night and
took him away. His body was
recovered on Friday afternoon.
After being alerted about the
incident, a police team rushed
to the spot and the body was
sent for post-mortem. The po-
lice also recovered a pamphlet
from near the body. The pam-
phlet expressed suspicion that
he was a police informer
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FINAL TOUCHES

Sand sculptor Krishana Debnath gives the final touches to a sand sculpture showing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in Agartala, Saturday. 

WINGED VISITORS

Migratory birds at the Kolleru lake in Andhra Pradesh.

BRIEF

Robbed 
 Chandigarh: The

Ludhiana police on
Saturday recovered
the mobile phone of a
Norwegian cyclist
within two days of it
being stolen from him
during his solo world
bicycle tour in the city.
Two people have also
been arrested in this
regard, they said.

Duped 
 Gurugram: A man

was allegedly duped
of around Rs 2 lakh
while ordering wine
to be delivered to his
home, police said on
Saturday. According
to the complaint,
Chandrakant
Takkar, a resident of
Emerald Floor
Premier in sector 65
dialled the number
of Jagadish wine
shop that he found
on the internet.

Factory  fire
 Pune: Two persons

sustained minor in-
juries in an explo-
sion in a factory in
Wadhu Budruk area
of Pune on Saturday,
an official said. Eight
fire tenders were
rushed to the factory
that manufactures
cushions and foam
material and had at
least 50 to 55 gas
cylinders on the
premises, he said.

Bandh 
 Thane: Commercial

establishments in
Thane city and neigh-
bouring Kalyan,
Dombivali townships
in Maharashtra re-
mained shut on
Saturday in response
to the bandh call given
by the Warkari com-
munity to protest
against the alleged ob-
jectionable remarks
about saints and
Hindu deities made by
Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Sushma
Andhare.

Protest 
 Jabalpur: Some

Hindu right-wing out-
fits tried to protest at
Bhedaghat, the site of
marble rocks, and the
picturesque
Dhuadhar waterfall
in Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh after
getting to know that
Shah Rukh Khan-
starrer film ‘Dunki’
was being shot there,
police officials 
said on Saturday.

Arrested 
 Bareilly: Two men

were arrested here
on Saturday for al-
legedly firing at a
constable inside a po-
lice outpost, a police
official said. The in-
cident took place at
the Nakatiya outpost,
which falls under the
Cantt police station,
on National Highway
24 on Friday night,
he said. The accused
have been identified
as Vikas and
Yashpal, he said.

Indian Air Force (IAF)
cadets celebrate after their

combined graduation 
ceremony at the Air Force
Academy, in Dundigal, on

the outskirts of Hyderabad,
Saturday. 

Mumbai, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister and BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis
on Saturday took a jibe at
opposition Maha Vikas
Agadhi’s (MVA) protest in
Mumbai calling it a
“nano” morcha for gain-
ing political capital.

In a show of strength,
MVA constituents includ-
ing Shiv Sena (UBT), NCP,
Congress, and other par-
ties took out a protest
march against the Eknath
Shinde-BJP government
demanding the removal of
state Governor B S
Koshyari for passing “in-
sulting” remarks against
iconic personalities, in-
cluding Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj.

Amid the row, Fadnavis
said he has been repeated-
ly saying no one should
speak against national
icons and that those who
do so are wrong. “Despite
making my stand clear, a

morcha was organised for
gaining political capital.
When you run out of is-
sues, such morchas are or-
ganised,’’ he told reporters
and added Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and B R
Ambedkar are our idols.

A political firestorm
erupted after governor
Koshyari had called
Chhatrapati Shivaji an
“icon of olden times”.

Senior BJP leader and
state minister
Chandrakant Patil had
kicked up a row by saying

social reformers B R
Ambedkar and Jyotiba
Phule had “begged”
(sought donations) to start
schools.

Referring to a border
dispute between
Maharashtra and
Karnataka, Fadnavis said
it is not something new
which cropped up after the
formation of the Shinde-
BJP government (in July
this year).

“The Congress and the
NCP (Nationalist
Congress Party) are re-
sponsible for this problem.
The issue is the creation of
the Congress party,” he al-
leged.

The border issue dates
back to 1957 after the reor-
ganisation of states on lin-
guistic lines.

Responding to a query,
Fadnavis said no one can
take Mumbai away from
Maharashtra. “(Shiv Sena
chief) Uddhav Thackeray
should look for new issues
to play politics,” he said.

‘MVA morcha was aimed
at gaining political capital’

Devendra Fadnavis

Rajouri/Jammu, Dec 17 (PTI):

Two persons, who died
of firing outside an army
camp, were cremated in
the Rajouri district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Saturday, officials said.

Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha described
the incident as “very un-
fortunate” and an-
nounced an ex-gratia re-
lief of Rs 5 lakh to the
families of the deceased.

Kamal Kumar and
Surinder Kumar, both
residents of Pahlyana,
were killed and another
person, Anil Kumar of
Uttarakhand was injured
in a firing incident out-
side the Army camp near
its Alpha gate in Rajouri
town on Friday morning.

While the Army in a
tweet said some “uniden-
tified” terrorists had
started firing at the
camp, eyewitnesses
claimed that a sentry

posted at the gate opened
fire at the approaching
locals, resulting in casu-
alties.

District Development
Commissioner Vikas
Kundal, Deputy
Inspector General of
Police Haseeb Mughal
and other senior civil
and police officers joined
thousands of people in
the cremation of the de-
ceased at the local cre-
matory.

The cremation passed
off peacefully without
any untoward incident,
an official said.

“The incident in
Rajouri is very unfortu-
nate. Condolences to the
bereaved families. The
price of a life cannot be
set in monetary terms
but still, I announce an
ex-gratia relief of Rs five
lakh for each affected
family,” Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha posted on
Twitter. Leaders of dif-

ferent political parties
visited the bereaved fam-
ily and demanded a time-
bound probe into the in-
cident and adequate
compensation to the fam-
ilies of the deceased.

“It is a tragic incident
and whosoever is found
involved will have to face
the law. Army is conduct-
ing a court of inquiry
and police have launched
its investigation after
registering a case,” J&K
BJP president Ravinder
Raina told reporters
after meeting the fami-
lies of the deceased in
Rajouri.

He said Lt Governor
telephoned the victims’
families to assure that
justice will be done to
them, adding, “I have
talked to the General of-
ficer Commanding-in-
Chief, northern
Command and GOC 25
Infantry Division based
in Rajouri over the inci-

dent.” Raina said the
Army is a professional
force and known for its
discipline, bravery and
upholding human rights,
adding, “I have full faith
that the investigation
will be completed in a
time-bound manner to
award exemplary pun-
ishment to the guilty.”

Referring to the killing
of three local youths of
Rajouri in a fake en-
counter in Shopian on
July 18, 2020, the BJP
leader said the Army’s
court of inquiry nailed
the guilty and took stern
action against them.

A delegation of the
Pradesh Congress
Committee led by former
Member of Legislative
Council (MLC) Ravinder
Sharma also visited the
families of the deceased
and demanded a time-
bound judicial probe into
the killings to fix the re-
sponsibility.

Two Rajouri firing victims cremated Police conducting raids to trace 
ex-Union minister Chinmayanand

Mangaluru, Dec 17
(PTI): Moral policing is
on the rise in Mangaluru
city and its outskirts be-
cause Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai is encouraging
such acts by right wing ac-
tivists, Congress leader
Siddaramaiah alleged on
Saturday.

Addressing reporters at
the airport here, he said
eight moral policing inci-
dents have been reported
in Dakshina Kannada in
the recent past.

Condemning such acts
by anti-social elements, he
said strict action should
be taken against those in-
volved in moral policing.

Siddramaiah wondered
whether the Chief
Minister is aware of the
existing laws and the du-

ties of the police. The gov-
ernment should not allow
such activities to take
place, he said.

Reacting to the wide-
spread criticism against
the statement of KPCC
president D K
Shivakumar on the

Mangaluru blasts,
Siddaramaiah said the
BJP is manipulating the
KPCC chief ’s statement
and spreading false infor-
mation among the people.

On the BJP’s charge
that terrorist activities
were on the rise during
the rule of the Congress,
he asked why the BJP
could not contain terror-
ism in the country in the
last 9 years. “Now they
have a double-engine gov-
ernment here and why are
they not preventing ter-
rorist activities,” he
asked.

He said the BJP leaders
are trying to divert the at-
tention of the people from
burning problems faced
by the State and are pro-
voking the masses with
emotive issues.

‘Bommai encouraging moral policing’

Siddramaiah 

Shahjahanpur (UP), Dec
17 (PTI): Police are con-
ducting raids to trace for-
mer Union minister
Swami Chinmayanand,
who has been declared as
an absconder by a court
here. Superintendent of
Police (SP) S Anand told
PTI on Saturday that the
directives of the MP-MLA
court are being complied
with. “Chinmayanand
was not found at his ad-
dress. We are conducting
raids to trace him. We will
soon find him and pro-
duce him in the court,” he
said. Government lawyer
Neelima Saxena said the
MP-MLA court declared
Chinmayanand as an ab-
sconder on December 15.
Saxena added that the
court has directed the
Shahjahanpur SP to pro-
duce Chinmayanand be-
fore it on January 16 and

that the directive be past-
ed on the former Union
minister’s house as well at
public places.

An official posted at the
Kotwali police station
said raids are being con-
ducted to trace
Chinmayanand and the
same is being mentioned
in the general diary, but
Chinmayanand has gone
somewhere from his
Mumukshu ashram.

C h i n m a y a n a n d ’ s
lawyer Hasan Khan said
action against his client
was taken under section
82 of the CrPC (proclama-
tion for person abscond-
ing), but Chinmayanad is
76 years old, suffering
from various ailments
and recently underwent
an eye operation in
Hyderabad. “He has high
blood pressure and dia-
betes. He wanted to ap-

pear in court on
December 15. However,
his health condition dete-
riorated and as a result,
he could not be brought to
the court. His interim bail
plea is to be heard by the
high court on December
19,” Khan said.

Senior advocate Anoop
Trivedi said section 82 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) per-
tains to proclamation for
a person absconding.

In 2011, on a complaint
from one of his disciples,
a case of sexual exploita-
tion was registered
against Mumukshu
ashram founder
Chinmayanand. The
Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment had, in 2018, sent a
letter to the court through
the district magistrate to
withdraw the case, but the
victim had objected to it.



Cairo, Dec 17 (AP):

The International
Monetary Fund has ap-
proved a deal that will pro-
vide a USD 3 billion sup-
port package to cash-
strapped Egypt over a peri-
od of almost four years,
with the agreement expect-
ed to draw in additional
USD 14 billion in financing
for the Middle East country.
The announcement from
the IMF’s executive board
late on Friday comes after a
preliminary agreement
was reached in October be-
tween Egypt and the fund,
hours after Egypt’s central
bank introduced a series of
reforms, including a hike
in key interest rates by
roughly 2 percentage
points. The Egyptian econ-
omy has been hard-hit by
the coronavirus pandemic
and the war in Ukraine,
events that have played
havoc with global markets

and hiked oil and food
prices worldwide. Egypt is
the world’s largest wheat
importer, most of which
came from Russia and
Ukraine. The country’s
supply is subject to price
changes on the internation-
al market. The deal an-
nounced on Friday known
as an Extended Fund
Facility Arrangement is ex-
pected to cover a period of
46 months and will give the
Egyptian government im-
mediate access to about
USD 347 million, which will
help the debt-ridden econo-
my nation bolster its bal-
ance of payments and
budget, the IMF said. The
statement said the package
is expected ‘to catalyse ad-
ditional financing of about
USD 14 billion from Egypt’s
international and regional
partners. According to the
IMF, the package will intro-
duce wide-sweeping eco-
nomic reforms, including a

‘durable shift to a flexible
exchange rate regime’’ and
a ‘monetary policy aimed at
gradually reducing infla-
tion.’’

Washington, Dec 17
(AP): Private businesses
in Ukraine are in line to re-
ceive 2 billion in financing
arranged by the
International Finance
Corporation (IFC) to help
rebuild the country’s agri-
culture and fuel import in-
dustries and other ven-
tures, which have faced ex-
tensive losses because of
the war. The IFC, a mem-
ber of the World Bank
Group, provides private
sector financing to devel-
oping countries. The loans
differ from the billions that
Ukraine has received in
grants and other forms of
no-strings-attached aid
from donor nations, as
they must be paid back.
Since Russia invaded in

February, at least 5 million
jobs have been lost, accord-
ing to Ukraine’s Ministry
of Economy. The National
Bank of Ukraine estimates
that 11% of businesses had
closed as of September
and more than half were
operating below capacity.
Loans to the country’s pri-
vate sector will become
more important in coming
years as Ukraine’s finance
ministry copes with a
widening budget deficit. In
addition, grants and other
foreign aid are not guaran-
teed, and Republicans in

the U.S. Congress have sig-
naled uncertain support
for Ukraine when they
take control of the House
in January. Getting private
financing is difficult for
countries facing war,
floods and other calami-
ties. “You’re looking at a
level of risk that is just as-
tounding,” said Kenneth
Rogoff, a Harvard
University economist.
Even before the war in
Ukraine, corruption was
rampant and Ukraine had
difficulty getting invest-
ment.

BALLET DANCERS PERFORM

Ballet dancers perform “The Nutcracker” ballet during the annual presentation at the Teresa Carreno Theater in
Caracas, Venezuela.

UKRAIN CRISIS

Ukrainian soldiers fire a Pion artillery system at Russian positions near Bakhmut,
Donetsk region, Ukraine.
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Islamabad, Dec 17 (PTI):

Pakistan could recon-
sider its strategy for deal-
ing with Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers, Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari has said, as he ex-
pressed disappointment
over their failure to pre-
vent the banned TTP
from conducting cross-
border terrorist attacks
in his country.

Addressing a UN event
in New York Bilawal said:
“Pakistan will not toler-
ate cross-border terror-
ism by the TTP (Tehreek-
i-Taliban Pakistan) or
other terrorist groups,
like the BLA (Balochistan
Liberation Army).

He said that Pakistan
could reconsider its strat-
egy for dealing with
Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers, but it could not af-
ford to disengage with
Kabul, the Dawn newspa-

per reported. Separately,
in his address to a com-
memoration event to hon-
our the victims of the
December 16, 2014, terror-
ist attack on the Army
Public School (APS) in
Peshawar, Bilawal said
that Kabul’s Taliban
rulers had failed
Pakistan’s “hope and ex-
pectation” of constrain-
ing the TTP from con-
ducting cross-border ter-
rorist attacks.” The TTP
militants, who had come
from Afghanistan, had
killed 149 people - includ-
ing 132 schoolchildren -
in one of the worst ter-
rorist attacks in
Pakistan. Bilawal re-
called that the Afghan
Taliban pledged to do so
in Doha, where they
signed a peace agreement
with the United States
and also in subsequent
declarations. “But en-
deavours towards this

end appear to have failed.
The TTP seems to have
been emboldened to de-
clare war against
Pakistan. Its attacks have
intensified,” he noted.

On being asked if
Islamabad would consid-
er disengaging with
Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers because they were
allowing them to carry
out the attacks, Bilawal
said: “I can’t wish the

Taliban away or
Afghanistan away. They
are a reality, and they are
on my border.”

Bur “the modes and
ways in which we are en-
gaging, particularly with-
in the Pakistani context,
and as far as the TTP is
concerned, perhaps that
can be reconsidered, as
far as the strategy is con-
cerned,” he said.

He said Pakistan has
shared a comprehensive
dossier with the secre-
tary-general and the UN
Security Council “con-
taining concrete evidence
of such external support
to the TTP and other ter-
rorist groups operating
against Pakistan”.

“We need to eliminate
the safe havens of these
terrorists; to cut off the
sources of their financ-
ing and sponsorship, and
to target and hold ac-
countable individuals

and entities responsible
for the terrorist attacks
or for sponsoring and fi-
nancing such attacks,” he
said. His remarks came
days after the banned
T e h r e e k - e - T a l i b a n
Pakistan (TTP) last week
called off an indefinite
ceasefire agreed with the
government in June and
ordered its militants to
carry out attacks across
the country. The TTP, also
known as the Pakistan
Taliban, was set up as an
umbrella group of sever-
al militant outfits in 2007.
Its main aim is to impose
its strict brand of Islam
across Pakistan. The TTP
announced a ceasefire
with the government in
June but the attacks on
the security forces never
stopped. The group never
claimed responsibility
and instead blamed splin-
ter groups for those at-
tacks.

‘Pak could reconsider its strategy for
dealing with Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers’

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari

Washington, Dec 17 (PTI):

The Delhi Police and
Central Bureau of
Investigations have helped
the FBI in busting a major
trans-national scam that
duped thousands of
Americans, mostly senior
citizens, of millions of dol-
lars in about 10 years on
the pretext of providing
them with tech-support, a
US attorney has said.

Harshad Madaan, 34,
from New Delhi and
Vikash Gupta, 33, from
Faridabad, were arrested
by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and
the Delhi Police this week.
The third Indian Gagan
Lamba, 41, from New
Delhi remains at large.
Gagan’s brother Jatin
Lamba is also in police

custody. All are charged by
indictment with conspira-
cy to commit wire fraud,
conspiracy to commit
computer fraud, and sub-
stantive violations of wire
fraud and computer fraud.

US Attorney Philip R
Sellinger, in a statement,
thanked CBI and the Delhi
Police for their assistance
in busting this trans-na-
tional tech support scam.
I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n ,
Meghana Kumar, 50, plead-
ed guilty to the charges
this week. Jayant Bhatia,
33, of Ontario has been ar-
rested by Canadian au-
thorities. Kulwinder
Singh, 34, of Richmond
Hill, New York, has been
charged with conspiracy
to commit money launder-
ing, money laundering,
and engaging in monetary

transactions in property
derived from specified un-
lawful activity. Bhatia has
been charged with offens-
es related to his participa-
tion in a high-tech fraud
scheme The indictment al-
leges that all six Indians
and persons of Indian ori-
gin used access to personal
computers to run a high-
tech extortion scheme on a
global scale. Sellinger said
they frequently preyed
upon senior citizens and
scared them into paying
for unnecessary and use-
less computer repair serv-
ices. “Tech-support scams
and other consumer fraud
schemes that frequently
target elderly or vulnera-
ble citizens are particular-
ly egregious crimes,” said
Acting Inspector in
Charge Raimundo

Marrero, Newark Field
Office, Philadelphia
Division, said. The indict-
ment alleges that from
2012 through November
2022, they were members
of a criminal fraud ring
that operated a technical
support fraud scheme in
the United States, India,
and Canada. The scheme
targeted victims across
the United States and
Canada, including New
Jersey, many of whom
were elderly. The primary
objective was to trick vic-
tims into believing that
their personal computers
were infected with a virus
or malware and then con-
vince the victims to pay
hundreds or thousands of
dollars to the fraud ring
for phony computer repair
services.

CBI and Delhi Police help FBI in busting 
a multimillion-dollar tech support scam

United Nations, Dec 17 (AP):

The U.N. General
Assembly on Friday re-
jected attempts by
Myanmar’s military
junta, Afghanistan’s
Taliban rulers, and
Libya’s rival eastern-
based government to take
their country’s seats at the
United Nations.

The 193-member world
body voted by consensus,
with a bang of the gavel by
assembly president Csaba
Korsi, to approve a recom-
mendation by its
Credentials Committee
that the requests be de-
ferred. The decision
means that Myanmar will
remain being represented
at the United Nations by
Kyaw Moe Tun, who was
Myanmar’s ambassador

when the military ousted
civilian leader Aung San
Suu Kyi on Feb. 1, 2021.

Afghanistan’s seat will
remain with the country’s
previous government led
by President Ashraf
Ghani, which was ousted
by the Taliban in August
2021. And Libyan
Ambassador Taher
Elsonni, who represents
the government based in
the capital, Tripoli, in
western Libya will remain
the country’s envoy.

Guyana’s U.N. ambassa-
dor, Carolyn Rodrigues-
Birkett, who chairs the
credentials committee, in-
troduced its report before
the vote, citing rival com-
munications from
Myanmar, Afghanistan
and Libya seeking to rep-
resent their countries.

“The committee decided
to postpone its considera-
tion of the credentials per-
taining to the representa-
tives of Myanmar,
Afghanistan and of
Libya” to a future time in
the current 77th session of
the General Assembly,
which ends next
September, she said.

Korosi then gaveled
adoption of the resolution
approving the commit-
tee’s report.

Myanmar’s military
rulers sought the U.N. seat
after Suu Kyi was ousted.
The army’s coup was met
with widespread peaceful
protests that were
quashed with lethal force,
triggering armed resist-
ance that some U.N. ex-
perts have characterized
as civil war. After the

Taliban overran
Afghanistan in the final
weeks of the U.S. and
NATO forces’ pullout from
the country after 20 years
of war, they sought a U.N.
seat and initially prom-
ised to allow women’s and
minority rights. Instead,
they have banned second-
ary education for girls, se-
verely restricted work and
travel for women, and car-
ried out public lashings
and a public execution.

Oil-rich Libya plunged
into chaos after a NATO-
backed uprising toppled
and killed longtime dicta-
tor Moammar Gadhafi in
2011. In the chaos that fol-
lowed, the county split,
with the rival administra-
tions backed by rogue
militias and foreign gov-
ernments.

UN rejects seats for Myanmar
junta, Taliban, Libya’s east

$2B in loans to help Ukraine’s 
agriculture, fuel import businesses

IMF approves deal with Egypt for
USD 3 billion support package

Deal reached for new
non-Russian power
source for Europe

Bucharest, Dec 17 (AP):
The leaders of Hungary,
Romania, Georgia and
Azerbaijan finalised an
agreement on Saturday on
an undersea electricity
connector that could be-
come a new power source
for the European Union
amid a crunch on energy
supplies caused by the war
in Ukraine.

The agreement involves
a cable running beneath
the Black Sea that would
link Azerbaijan to
Hungary via Georgia and
Romania.

The deal comes as
Hungary, which has lob-
bied heavily against EU
sanctions on Russia for its
war in Ukraine, is seeking
additional sources for fos-
sil fuels to reduce its heavy
dependence on Russian oil
and gas.

Azerbaijan plans to ex-
port electricity from off-
shore wind farms to
Europe via Georgia, a
cable beneath the Black
Sea, and then to Romania
and Hungary.

The office of Romanian
President Klaus Iohannis
said in a statement on
Friday that the agreement
between the four nations
will provide the “financial
and technical framework”
for the undersea electrici-
ty cable project.

The project will aim to
diversify energy supplies
and increase regional en-
ergy security, the state-
ment said.

On Friday, Romanian
natural gas producer
Romgaz also said it signed
a contract with
Azerbaijan’s state oil com-
pany SOCAR to receive
natural gas through the so-
called southern gas corri-
dor, with deliveries set to
start on January 1.
Romgaz said it will serve
its “strategic objectives” of
diversifying natural gas
sources.

I t is said that life is what you
make it like we can turn

our life into heaven or hell. What
difference does it make from our
point of view whether we can
live like a frog in a well or
whether we can be conscious
enough about our surroundings?
God has provided us with many
admirable ingredients for a
happy and healthy life and we
have prepared some ingredients
for the ease of the same life.
Where the former is often easily
neglected and underestimated,
but the latter hurts a lot when
separated. We came into this
world with certain gifts already
presented and these were expect-
ed to stay with us for the rest of
our lives. But did we come with
those gifts? Shall we go with
them? No, it is not that everyone
comes from this world alone and
leaves alone. We considered
them inseparable as they were
gifted to us immediately and we
failed to realize that they did not
come with us but were given to
us to make our life happy and
meaningful.

There is a famous saying in
this materialistic world that
nothing comes for free. But why
is it so? This is because now our
priorities have changed and we
have made our life very easy. If
we have money in our pockets
and have the power to make the
world feel our presence then
everything in this world is under
our feet. But there are some of
the most basic and essential
things that no power in the world
can buy or dominate. Even the
richest person on this planet
does not have enough money to
be their master.

But what are they? What is the
list that contains these mighty
things? Is there a universal list
for this? No, because they differ
from person to person. The most
common among them are-First it
is our life which comes in the
list. We are breathing now be-
cause God has created us to
come into this world and we owe
him nothing for this amazing
grace. After we entered the stage
of this drama we formed rela-
tions like friends and relatives

but there were two persons with
whom we were connected organ-
ically before we even opened our
eyes. And it was our parents who
taught us to differentiate be-
tween right and wrong and in-
spired us to make good use of
every moment of life. Our family
members are the dearest person
to us in the world and we are
proud that they are with us but
which paper certifies that we are
their owner or they are due for
such payment? They are with us
because we were destined to be
with them and luck is always in-
dependent whether good or bad.

The values of life were with us
when we were born (and they
were most sacred) but at that
time we were too young to under-
stand them and they gradually
changed with the environment
around us. Our philosophy of life
is mixed with that of our family
and friends, resulting in a new
set of ideologies to guide us in all
our subsequent decisions. It has
made one the most revered figure
like Gandhi and the other the
most criticized like Hitler, but
both have something to learn be-
cause one showed the path to fol-
low and the other the path not to
follow. To do. The most amazing
thing about it is that it is free. It
depends on us what we can gain
and what we can lose. Another
free gem of our life is the nature
around us. We have the sun that
brings a new dawn every day; We
have green pastures to make
those mornings pleasant, birds
chirping to wake us up, flowers
blooming to see the beauty of
life, and flowing water to soothe
our eyes. This natural beauty of
nature is the cutest and most en-
dearing presence for men who
ask for nothing but a keen ob-
server to admire. And the most
important thing is that we have
not yet paid anything to enjoy
this heaven on earth.

Man is the best resource be-
cause he transforms the matter
around him into productive re-
sources. It is only because of the
skill n talent hidden in their
mind. Man is the most intelli-
gent creature on earth. We have
reached the moon, gained new

methods of faster communica-
tion, and even developed artifi-
cial intelligence. What made all
this possible? It is our brain and
analytical thinking that lead us
to explore the hitherto unex-
plored areas of life. And that
skill came to us for free. We have
sharpened it by coming to life.
We see a child who is as intelli-
gent as Kautilya, a girl whose IQ
is higher than Einstein, and a
boy who has made a clock that
was mistaken for a bomb. All of
them are in productive phases of
their life and have not received
any sophisticated education
from any world-renowned uni-
versity. All this is his innate tal-
ent which has come to him for
free. We all have the such ability
but we did not recognize it and
failed to make the world feel in
awe of us.

The diversity that we see
around us is the spice of life. We
have the snow-clad Himalayas,
the fertile alluvial plains, the
mineral-rich peninsular plateau,
the biodiversity-rich coastal
plains, and the Western Ghats
and deserts with their scorching
heat. We have a wide variety of
religions, languages, festivals,
music, dance, drama, etc. We
have many seasons that are so
punctual in their arrival and de-
parture. The changing season
brings excitement into our lives
and motivates us to adapt our
lifestyle more and feel the vast-
ness of life. But now the values
are changing and men are too.
Men are gravitating towards
wealth and have become materi-
alistic. The feelings of love, affec-
tion, compassion, co-existence,
and peace are losing their base.
We are indeed lucky to have
some valuable things right from
our birth and we are likely to
have them till our last breath,
but only if we can preserve them
by understanding their utility. If
we start taking them for granted,
the results will be disastrous.
And then this proverb will be-
come true- "Na baap bada na
bhaiya, sabse bada rupaiya".

(Writer is Research Scholar 
in Political Science, Poetess,

freelance journalist, and columnist.)
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No end to corruption
Day in and day out, we read

about and see corruption all
around — in the departments of
police, excise and taxation, food
and civil supplies, revenue and
what not! Still, the Punjab
Government claims that the
state is now corruption-free!
How ridiculous is this? More so
when the AAP supremo went on
announcing with pride that the
Punjab Chief Minister had per-
formed the miracle of eradicat-
ing corruption in just one month.
An inference can easily be
drawn from the daily news how
rampant corruption is in the
state. Mere declarations will not
serve any purpose. Concrete
steps should be taken if the gov-
ernment wishes to rid Punjab of
this menace.

SSaatt  PPaall  SShhaarrmmaa,,  BBaatthhiinnddaa

Reform UN urgently
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar has raised valid
points to highlight the failure of
the United Nations Security
Council in maintaining interna-
tional peace and security.
Countries having veto power
have misused it many times:
China blocked the blacklisting of
Hafiz Saeed as a global terrorist
time and again. Why should only
five permanent members con-
trol the world while the 10 non-
permanent ones remain silent
spectators? The UN needs to be
reformed urgently to extend
powers to more member coun-
tries.

OO  PPrraassaaddaa  RRaaoo,,  HHyyddeerraabbaadd

Bans rarely work
Leave alone Bihar, perhaps no

ban can be implemented any-
where in the world. In India,
most bans are announced with-
out thinking about the socio-
economic and practical implica-
tions. Corruption, insincerity
and the lack of workforce are
the major reasons for the failure
of such bans. For example, the
ban on plastic bags in
Chandigarh is a complete fail-
ure. Sporadic raids on traders,
particularly small-time hawkers,
result only in undue harassment.
Besides, most local chemists in
the city continue to sell medi-
cines without an authorised doc-
tor’s prescription and without is-
suing proper receipts, a legally
banned practice.

BBaallvviinnddeerr,,  CChhaannddiiggaarrhh

Against 
Parliament spirit

Parliament is the supreme and
sacred body whose main func-
tion is to legislate laws on the
basis of arguments and counter-
arguments put up by public rep-
resentatives on issues of public
and national importance. The
House provides an equal oppor-
tunity to raise the issues of na-
tional importance to all public
representatives without any dis-
crimination on the basis of caste,
colour, creed or religion.
Arguments can have a bearing
on framing of laws meant for
public welfare. Hence, the Lok
Sabha Speaker is right in point-
ing out that there should be no
references to caste during the
course of discussion. Any such
reference by any public repre-
sentative is uncalled for as it is
against the spirit of the House.

RRaavvii  SShhaarrmmaa,,  DDhhaarriiwwaall

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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PRIYANKA SAURABH

People with their pet during Pet festival, at NSIC, Okhla, in New Delhi, Saturday, Dec. 17.

PET FESTIVAL

W ith no enthusiasm shown by locals in terror-
ism, almost nil new recruitments, no hartals,

no stone pelting, no post Jumma Namaz protests,
bumper tourist season, Independence Day celebra-
tions with almost every household of Kashmir hoist-
ing Tiranga, opening of beauty parlours and cinema
halls, tension free night life back, practically total
peace at Kashmir, has rattled Pakistan like anything.
Irrelevant statements, total internal chaos with Ex-PM
on roads and being shot at one of the rallies, General
Bajwa resigning, protests in Baluchistan and other
areas of POJK, ever collapsing economy, scarcity of oil
and food material are not enough reasons for Pakistan
to worry. Despite running around for charity in whole
world yet Pakistan’s Kashmir obsession makes it a
laughing stock in the eyes of the world. Playing reli-
gion and fabricating stories of atrocities in Kashmir
have been exposed by open live telecast of bumper
tourists season and events to promote more tourism in
Kashmir and of course earlier visits of various head of
states and ambassadors. There are no takers of
Pakistan victim theory in Western Countries and it is
no more blue eyed boy of America now. Ever increas-
ing association of India-America and emergence of
India as world leader is just too much for Pakistan to
digest. Presidency of G20 and fifth largest economy of
world is India, no match for a virtually failed state of
Pakistan who has just been let off the hook from FATF
Grey List. Billions of dollars of oil deal between India
and Russia has not gone well with OIC and as it has
just poked its nose into the area way beyond its set do-
main. On Kashmir issue even UN has refused to inter-
vene and so has America. OIC with no locus standi is
just trying to make an issue of nothing and rightly re-
buffed by India. OIC stand is totally unacceptable.
Kashmir is no more an issue but yes POJK has defi-
nitely been and India will for sure take it to logical con-
clusion at right time.

Another free gem of our life is the nature around us.
We have the sun that brings a new dawn every day; We
have green pastures to make those mornings pleasant,
birds chirping to wake us up, flowers blooming to see
the beauty of life, and flowing water to soothe our
eyes. This natural beauty of nature is the cutest and
most endearing presence for men who ask for nothing
but a keen observer to admire. And the most impor-
tant thing is that we have not yet paid anything to
enjoy this heaven on earth. But now the values are
changing and men are too. Men are gravitating to-
wards wealth and have become materialistic. The feel-
ings of love, affection, compassion, co-existence, and
peace are losing their base.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE

A highly prestigious technological institution situ-
ated in a South Indian state. While engaged in lec-

ture within the class, the teacher addressed one of his
students by using the name of a notorious terrorist.
Perhaps the teacher had got  "inspired" to call so be-
cause the student is coincidentally affiliated to the
same religious group as the terrorist. Can any race, re-
ligious-caste-linguistic- colour group or nationality
dare to claim that the concerned community is ab-
solutely bereft of persons of criminal or terrorist an-
tecedents. Yet how can the teacher address a student in
such a derogatory fashion clearly transmitting the
message that a particular religious community and ter-
rorism are synonymous to each other. Even if it was
done just for the sake of "fun" (on confronted by the stu-
dent in an extremely dignified manner, the teacher
himself invoked the "fun" factor); it clearly reflects his
highly casual as well as biased mindset. By imitating
the heart-rending cry of the injured frog whose tribe
was getting hit thanks to the boys who were throwing
stones in the pond ("Boys, stop your cruel sport. What
is play to you is death to us"); the teacher must be inti-
mated in clearest fashion possible --- "Sir, stop your
cruel joke. What is fun to you is insult to us". Let's move
diagonally to reach an East Indian state. Here a judge of
a particular High Court has taunted an official by in-
voking his caste and "reserved" status during open pro-
ceedings with the others present breaking out into
bursts of laughter. The District Land Acquisition
Officer, now suspended on allegations of indulging in
bribery, was summoned by the Court and questioned
whether he had secured the job through the policy of
reservation. On receiving an affirmative answer, the
judge chuckled in delight and self-congratulated for
"getting it right by realising his name". Indeed it forms
the democratic right of every individual to have his
take on caste based reservation policy which gets pur-
sued in the sector of higher education and jobs. He/she
can freely exercise his/her support or objection to-
wards the quota system, but only in appropriate fo-
rums. But how can the caste (or mode of entry in jobs)
of an official enter the picture when the Court is decid-
ing whether he had really indulged in corruption or
not. Surely there exists no correlation between caste
and corruption because neither honesty nor dishon-
esty can ever be the monopoly of any particular group
of population. Irrespective of demographic credential,
any person can be a paragon of vice or virtue. The offi-
cial can surely be punished if his alleged wrongs get
proved in Court, but mocking him in terms of caste and
mode of entry in jobs is certainly not fair enough. If we
can't practice the distinction between personal opinion
and official responsibility; how can we act neutral
while performing our joby. Can the concerned judge de-
liver a verdict in neutral fashion if the mind remains
prejudiced enough to unnecessarily invoke the caste or
job-entry mode of the accused facing allegations of cor-
ruption. This is certainly not "Honorable". Both these
bizarre incidents nakedly brings to light two aspects of
this society. First, both the judge and the teacher are so-
cially "elite" basking in imposed glamour of being "edu-
cated". But their cruel attitude towards members of a
particular religion/ caste blatantly expose that they are
nothing but mere possessors of University degrees and
pathetically devoid of the basic essence of education-
values ethics neutrality and humanity. Second, the
meaningful silence of the classmates compelling only
the victimised student to stand up for himself and the
cruel laughter by the persons in Court following such
an insensitive comment by the judge prove the magni-
tude of selfishness and hatred prevalent in the society.
Despite deluge of rhetoric revolving "modernity" of
"technological advancement"; it seems as far as mindset
is concerned, our society is making a fast retreat to-
wards intolerance and darkness.

Rretreat towards Darkness

Unacceptable OIC 
interference

Why are we not seeing the best in life?

K Raveendran

A global survey of companies
has revealed a serious short-

age of tech talent when it comes
to artificial intelligence, which is
threatening to slow down the shift
towards the new productivity tool.
A majority of respondents in the
survey, carried out by manage-
ment consultancy McKinsey, have
reported difficulty in hiring for
each AI-related role in the past
year, and most say it either wasn’t
any easier or was more difficult to
acquire this talent than in years
past. AI data scientists remain
particularly scarce, with the
largest share of respondents rat-
ing data scientist as a role that
has been difficult to fill, out of the
roles we asked about.

The findings are particularly rel-
evant to India, which boasts the
world’s biggest talent pool, and
have lessons for the country’s edu-
cation system. India has been one
of the biggest beneficiaries of the

IT boom, triggered by the highly
feared Y2K problem at the turn of
the new millennium, which ulti-
mately turned out to be a non-
issue. But it had opened up a new
world of opportunity for India’s
human resources pool. AI may well
become another such opportunity.
According to UNESCO’s State of
the Education Report for India
2022, India has an advantage of
having an advanced IT sector and
a large number of young people
who will join the labour market in
the near future. There is of course
concern that even as additional
jobs will be created for AI-literate
people, many other jobs may be
lost due to AI-based automation.
But a McKinsey had projected that
while 57 million jobs would be
eliminated in India due to AI and
automation, 114 million or twice as
many news jobs will be created
due to AI technologies.

According to the Artificial
Intelligence Index Report 2021,
India had the worlds’ second

highest growth in AI hiring from
2016 to 2020, behind Brazil and
ahead of Canada, Singapore and
South Africa. Analyst India maga-
zine as well Jigsaw Academy also
reported that there were almost
91,000 AI-related staff working in
India, with 16,500 job openings as
of July 2020. The median salary
was Rs 14.7 lakh, with the highest
median salary of Rs16.7 lakh
being paid in Mumbai.

The AI market in India is ex-
pected to reach $7.8 billion by
2025 at the rate of 20.2 percent
compound annual growth rate. It
is also predicted that the AI soft-
ware market itself will grow to
$6.4 billion in 2025. According to
NAASCOM, AI will add between
$450 billion and $500 billion to
India’s GDP by 2025. Similarly, a
survey of over 3,000 stakeholders,
conducted by Intel and the Indian
School of Business on the suitabil-
ity of machine learning showed 80
percent of the respondents ex-
pected their staff to undergo sig-

nificant retaining over the next
two years owing to the advent of
AI in their businesses.

In 2018, NITI Aayog recognized
the importance of AI in education,
which is reflected in the National
Education Policy 2020.The
National Education Policy of 2020
has, accordingly, highlighted sev-
eral important areas in which the
application of AI is mentioned. It
recommends introducing courses
related to AI at all levels of educa-
tion to develop the skills required
to meet the current demands of
industry. In this regard, the policy
recommends introduction com-
putational thinking (CT) at a
foundational stage of children’s
education so that India plays a
leadership role in the fields of AI,
machine learning and data sci-
ence. NEP advocates the devel-
opment of hardware and soft-
ware that use AI, machine learn-
ing, learning analytics, big data,
blockchain, smart boards, adap-
tive systems etc to improve stu-

dents’ learning and to identify
their learning paths. It goes non
to advocate the development of
AI-based software to track stu-
dents through their years in
school, based on their learning
data to provide information about
their strengths weaknesses and
areas of interest and thus help
them make decisions about the
careers they want to choose.

According to UNESCO, India is
well advanced in terms of AI liter-
acy compared to other countries,
which is illustrated by the fact that
the country has the highest rela-
tive AI skill penetration rate world-
wide. At the same time, it high-
lights two important issues that
require attention, one of which is
that women and girls as well as
other disadvantaged socio-eco-
nomic groups often have fewer
opportunities to become AI liter-
ate and the other is the human di-
mension if AI literacy, which is
often overlooked compared with
its technological dimension.

India’s Next I-T Boom May Be In Artificial Intelligence
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Merger completion

New Delhi: Leading
film exhibitor PVR
Ltd's Chairman Ajay
Bijli  said he expects
the merger with Inox
Leisure to be complet-
ed by the end of this
fiscal. Post merger, he
said the combined en-
tity would have 3,000
to 4,000 screens in five
years. He also said the
company is quite en-
couraged by the re-
sponse shown by the
movie goers in the last
nine months, supple-
mented by a robust
pipeline of movies by
the film industry.

Electric buses
Bengaluru:
Automobile major
Tata Motors  an-
nounced that
Bengaluru
Metropolitan
Transport
Corporation (BMTC)
has signed an agree-
ment with its sub-
sidiary company for
the operation of 921
low-floor electric
buses in the city. As
part of the agreement,
subsidiary firm TML
Smart City Mobility
Solutions will supply,
operate and maintain
921 units of electric
buses for 12 years,
Tata Motors said in a
statement.

Power purchase 

Rupnagar: Punjab
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Friday said his gov-
ernment will review
the power purchase
agreements signed
with the private
power-producing
companies by the pre-
vious governments,
asserting that his
government does not
want people to get
costlier electricity. He
stated this after the
first rake of coal
reached here from
the Pachhwara coal
mine in Jharkhand.
Replying to a ques-
tion on scrapping the
PPAs which he had
sought when he was
an opposition leader,
Mann said, "we are
reviewing them.
Because the kind of
clauses which have
been incorporated in
them (PPAs) that
even if they are
scrapped, we will
have to pay money.

‘Roshni’ branches
New Delhi: PNB
Housing Finance on
Friday said it has
opened 'Roshni'
branches in various
locations, including
tier II and III cities,
for deepening its
customer base in the
affordable housing
segment. Through
its affordable home
loan scheme Roshni,
the city-based lender
has also renewed its
commitment to-
wards the govern-
ment's Housing for
All mission, it
added. Under this
initiative, PNB
Housing Finance
will offer retail loans
to individuals in the
range of Rs 5 lakh to
Rs 30 lakh.

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

The Centre and states
are working out strategies
to widen taxpayer base
under GST and have start-
ed pilot projects on sharing
of data with discoms and
property tax details to
identify non-GST regis-
tered businesses. Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC) chief
Vivek Johri said a pilot
project on data sharing
with discoms is ongoing in
Madhya Pradesh, while
Gujarat is undertaking a
pilot on PAN-based linkage
of businesses.
Maharashtra is doing a
pilot on sharing property
tax data and geo tagging
businesses and linking
with their property. "We

are working out (a) strate-
gy, we are discussing with
states. Widening GST base
would mean we have to see
taxpayers who ought to be
in tax net are they there or
not. What we are looking
at is robust data from all
agencies," Johri told re-
porters here. Explaning

how the data sharing with
power distribution compa-
nies or discoms would
work, Johri said the de-
partment would match
data base to see who are
electricity consumers with
commercial use connec-
tions and not in the tax de-
partment data base.

He said the missing link
can be detected if the prop-
erty or electricity connec-
tion is registered for com-
mercial use but not regis-
tered under Goods and
Services Tax (GST).
Currently, there are 1.4
crore businesses regis-
tered under GST, which
was launched on July 1,
2017. Briefing reporters
after the 48th GST Council
meeting on Saturday, fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had said that
the Centre and states

would attempt to widen
the GST base at every level
to increase the tax mop-up,
which is averaging about
Rs 1.4 lakh crore every
month.

"The focus will be on
how much all of us are put-
ting effort... to widen the
tax base," she said. Central
Board of Indirect Taxes
chief Vivek Johri on
Saturday said online
games where winning is
dependent on a certain
outcome would attract 28
per cent GST on the full bet
value. Though the report
of the Group of Ministers
(GoM) on online gaming
did not come up for discus-
sion at the GST Council,
the department would go
by the view that 28 per cent
GST is payable on full bet
value put in by a player,
and not net of margins.

Centre, states working
out strategies to widen

taxpayer base: CBIC chief
̈ Under GST

Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and  CBIC

Chairman Vivek Johri addresses
the media during the 48th GST
Council meeting, in New Delhi,

Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022.

Bengaluru, Dec 17: 

Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Hardeep Singh Puri
said India looks forward to
more comprehensive and
intensified engagement
with all countries in the
energy sector, including
Russian Federation. He
said, along with other
countries, Russia has now
become a prominent sup-
plier of oil to India. "Our
cooperation with the
Russian Federation on en-
ergy is very widespread. If
I have not mistaken, the
Russian investment in the
Indian sector is about USD
13 billion, while our com-
panies have invested about
USD 16 billion in Russia,"
Puri told reporters here.
He was responding to a
question on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin today re-
viewing several aspects of
the bilateral relationship,
including energy coopera-
tion. Speaking to reporters

here at the at the curtain
raiser event of India
Energy Week 2023, he said
India had several years
ago purchased an offshore
asset in Sakhalin (Russian
island) worth about USD
300 million. It was an OVL
(ONGC Videsh Ltd) pur-
chase, which has done
very well and has resumed
production, he said.

"We used to buy very
limited quantities of oil
from Russia until March
31, 2022, which was 0.2 per
cent. Now, Russia has be-
come a prominent suppli-
er along with the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
Kuwait. So the energy co-
operation with Russia is
already there," he said.

India looks for more 
engagement with all nations

in energy sector: Puri

RBI’s central board
reviews economic

situation
Mumbai, Dec 17: 

The central board of the
Reserve Bank on Friday
reviewed the prevailing eco-
nomic situation and challenges
emanating from geopolitical
developments. The 599th meet-
ing of the Central Board of
Directors of Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) took place in
Kolkata under the chairmanship
of Governor Shaktikanta Das,
the RBI said in a statement.
"The board in its meeting
reviewed the current economic
situation, global and domestic
challenges, including geopoliti-
cal developments, finance and
trade," it said. The board also
discussed the activities of
select central office depart-
ments and the draft report on
the Trend and Progress of
Banking in India, 2021-22.
Directors of the central board --
Satish K Marathe, Revathy Iyer,
Sachin Chaturvedi, Venu
Srinivasan, Pankaj Ramanbhai
Patel and Ravindra H Dholakia -
- participated in the meeting.
Deputy governors Mahesh
Kumar Jain, Michael Debabrata
Patra, M Rajeshwar Rao, and T
Rabi Sankar, were also present
during the meeting.

Mumbai, Dec 17: 

With exports continuing
to remain under stress for
the second consecutive
month in November, and
imports also falling, the
current account deficit is
likely to moderate in the
second half and close the
fiscal with a 3.3 per cent of
GDP or USD 108-112 billion,
which still be a record high,
says a report. Falling ex-
ports and commodity
prices will also help the
country print in a moderate
CAD at USD 24-26 billion in
Q3FY23 from likely high of
USD31-34 billion in Q2FY23,
Icra Ratings said in a re-
port. Merchandise exports
remained flat in November
with an on-year growth of
0.6 per cent. This came in
after the first steep contrac-

tion of 16.6 per cent in
October first since
February 2021.

Imports also moderated
in November to 5.4 per cent
but declined by 1.4 percent
month-on-month, aided
marginally lower commodi-
ty prices. Average trade
deficit narrowed in
October-November from Q2
FY23, auguring well for cur-
rent account deficit for Q3,
notes the report, but
warned merchandise ex-
ports are expected to con-
tract in December-March,
owing to external slow-
down and softer commodity
prices. This has the mer-
chandise trade deficit nar-
rowing to a seven-month
low USD 23.9 billion in the
month. The Q2 monthly av-
erage was USD 25.9 billion.

The current account

deficit is expected to reach
an all-time high of USD 108-
112 billion or 3.3 per cent of
GDP in FY23, the agency
said even though it foresees
a mild moderation in the
deficit in H2 to 3.2 per cent
from 3.4 per cent in H1, due
to lower commodity prices
and a seasonal uptrend in
exports. Going ahead, the
agency expects merchan-
dise exports to contract by
7 per cent in the December-
March period of the cur-
rent fiscal, owing to slow-
down in key export desti-
nations and softer com-
modity prices, even as pre-
Christmas shipments are
likely to aid exports in
December. Merchandise
imports, on the other hand,
are expected to rise by 4
per cent on-year during
this period.

FY23 CAD may mildly moderate to
3.3% as imports fall, exports stall

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

Telecom operators are
installing on an average 2,500
base stations per week for
providing 5G services in the
country, Union minister
Devusinh Chauhan said.
The Minister of State for
Communications told Rajya
Sabha that 20,980 mobile base
stations were installed as of
November 26. Out of them,
Reliance Jio and Airtel have
installed 17,687 and 3,293
base stations, respectively.
"Telecom Service Providers
(TSPs) have started providing
5G services in the country
from October 1, 2022 onwards.
As on November 26... 20,980
base stations have been
installed in 14 states and
union territories. On an aver-

age, TSPs are installing
approximately 2,500 base sta-
tions per week," Chauhan said
in a written reply.
He said telecom operators
have reported that they are
presently providing 5G servic-
es to their subscribers, having
5G enabled devices, at no
extra cost. "Presently, sepa-
rate counts of 5G users are not
being maintained by TSPs".

Telecom operators on average
installing 2,500 base stations

per week for 5G: Chauhan

New Delhi, Dec 17:  

Auto industry body
Society of Indian
A u t o m o b i l e
Manufacturers on
Saturday welcomed the
GST Council's clarifica-
tion on the definition of
SUVs, saying it is on the
lines of its discussions
with the finance ministry.
Briefing reporters after
the 48th GST Council
meeting, finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said
the higher rate of compen-

sation cess of 22 per cent is
applicable to a motor vehi-
cle fulfilling all four condi-
tions -- it is popularly
known as SUV; has engine
capacity exceeding 1,500cc;
length exceeding 4,000
mm; has ground clearance
of 170 mm and above. In
response, SIAM in a state-
ment said this has brought
in a clarity that higher
rate of compensation cess
of 22 per, over and above of
28 per of GST, will be ap-
plicable only on such vehi-
cles which meet all the
four conditions. "SIAM is
thankful to ministry of fi-
nance, government of
India and the GST Council
for issuing a clarification
on the definition of SUVs,"
it added.

Auto industry body hails
GST Council’s clarification

on definition of SUVs

New Delhi, Dec 17: 

The government is work-
ing to bring down the cost
of telecom operations to at-
tract more investments in
the sector, a top official
said. While speaking at the
CII Telecom Summit, tele-
com secretary K
Rajaraman said the cost of
maintaining optic fibre
network is very forbidding.

"(If) we are able to bring
down the cost of opera-
tions for the telecom net-
work, I am sure that more
investment will come. We
will be working on that. A
lot of policy measures are
underway," he said.
Rajaraman said the gov-
ernment is running a pilot
of 'Call before you dig' ap-

plication in some states to
avoid damages to telecom
infrastructure while dig-
ging roads and doing other
infrastructure-related
works. He said that a good
digital connectivity cannot
rest on mobile service only
and complimentary con-
nectivity through fibre to
support mobile services is
very important.

"In urban areas, optical
fibre is available. In rural

areas, BharatNet has en-
abled us to reach 1.89 lakh
villages so far. Target is to
reach 2.2 lakh by the mid-
dle of next year for which
the work is going,"
Rajaraman said. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has announced plans to
provide broadband connec-
tivity in all six lakh vil-
lages in the country. The
work to connect 6 lakh vil-
lages is being separately
carried out, Rajaraman
said. Minister of State for
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Devusinh Chauhan said
that after merger of Bharat
Broadband Nigam Limited
with BSNL in October,
BSNL has issued 55,000 op-
tical fibre-based broadband
connections.

Working to bring down cost of telecom ops
to attract more investments: DoT Secretary

Hyderabad, Dec 17: 

National Miner NMDC
won the coveted IEI
(Institution of Engineers,
India) Industry Excellence
Award 2022 today in
Chennai. The largest pro-
ducer of iron ore in the
country was felicitated at
the 37th Indian Engineering
Congress for its outstanding
performance and high order
of business excellence. On
behalf of NMDC, Shri N R K
Prasad, CGM (IE & MS) re-
ceived the award from Dr. K
Ponmudy, Honourable
Minister for Higher
Education, Government of
Tamil Nadu. The
Institution of Engineers
(India) awards the Industry

Excellence Award after re-
viewing the Business
Operations, Financial
P e r f o r m a n c e ,
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Performance, Research and
Development, CSR and
Corporate Governance
Policies of a company. With
an eco-friendly, economic
and efficient approach,
NMDC is taking up transfor-

mational projects to retain
its domestic leadership and
foray towards becoming a
global mining company.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Shri Sumit Deb, CMD,
NMDC said, “Since its in-
ception, NMDC has re-
mained resolute in its vision
to be a significant economic
contributor to the growth of
the nation.

NMDC wins IEI Industry
Excellence Award 2022

Closely monitoring
imports of 

non-essential items:
Comm min official

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

The government is
closely monitoring im-
ports of non-essential
products with a view to en-
hancing domestic produc-
tion of those items, a sen-
ior official of the com-
merce ministry said.
Containing these imports
would also help reduce the
trade deficit, which has
reached USD 198.35 billion
during April-November
2022 as against USD 115.39
billion in April-November
2021. While talking to re-
porters, Additional
Secretary in the
Commerce Ministry L
Satya Srinivas said Indian
trade needs to be seen in
the global context.

Mumbai, Dec 17: 

Rare is a love that commits to
doing a million things for each
other everyday. As couples
#CommitToLove, they commit
to being each other’s best
friends, advisors and partners
through all the small moments
and the big milestones, always
finding strength in the rare love
that they share. Be it cheering
for your partner, listening to
their favourite artist; facing the
biggest challenges together or
laughing at each other through
all the goofy moments, these
small acts of love form the
bedrock of a relationship. And a
love so rare deserves to be cel-
ebrated with a metal that is just
as rare and precious – platinum.
Crafted in 95% pure platinum,
Platinum Love Bands are the
ideal marker of rare love. A
metal with celestial origins,
platinum retains its original

shape and sheen through the
test of time.The stunning white
metal also stands for a modern
and progressive value system
defined by qualities such as
respect, equality and friend-
ship.  Thus, Platinum is referred
to as the ‘love metal’ that
defines the rare love between
couples, marking emotionally
significant milestones in a cou-
ple’s relationship journey. 30
times rarer than gold, and
extremely robust in nature,
platinum with its inherent den-
sity and strength, also offers an
extremely secure hold on gem-
stones, akin to the secure part-
nership shared by the couple. 

PGI-India offers a curated
selection of exquisitely crafted

Platinum Love Bands
Mumbai, Dec 17: 

Maharashtra State
Government Industry
Department and MRAI
jointly hosted leading recy-
clers, policymakers, busi-
ness leaders, SPCB, IITs,
civil society organizations,
and experts to formulate a
policy framework for the
proposed four Circular
Economy Parks in the
State of Maharashtra to
maximize the rate of recy-
cling, protect natural re-
sources, minimize envi-
ronmental pollution, cre-
ate more employment op-
portunities and to achieve
the sustainable develop-
ment goal of India's com-
mitment of carbon neu-
trality by 2070 today in
Mumbai. The
“Maharashtra State
Circular Economy Park

Policy” Symposium held
on 15th December 2022
held at Courtyard by
Marriott - Mumbai
International Airport in
Mumbai was attended by
Dr. Harshadeep Kamble
(IAS), Principal Secretary
– Industry & Mines,
Maharashtra State
Government, Mr. Sanjay
Mehta, President, MRAI,
Mr. Amar Singh, Secretary
General, MRAI and Mr.
Anand Paranjpe, Director,
E&Y. MRAI was officially

announced as the
Knowledge Partner of
Government of
Maharashtra's project to
develop Circular Economy
Park Policy in the state.
The objective of the sym-
posium was to discuss
about the recycling stake-
holder’s suggestion to-
wards the proposed
Circular Economy Park in
Maharashtra related to
raw material availability,
logistics, common infra-
structure facilities, R&D,

Centre of Excellence, Skill
development centre, sub-
sidy from state and central
government, how to en-
hance ragpickers earning,
ease of doing business
with single window clear-
ance and more. Dr.
Harshadeep Kamble (IAS),
Principal Secretary –
Industry & Mines,
Maharashtra State
Government, said “The
common goal is to pass on
mother earth to the next
generation in the best pos-
sible way. Policy is based
on the requirements of the
industry and the same ap-
plies to the recycling in-
dustry. ” Mr. Sanjay Mehta,
President, MRAI "The pro-
posed CE park will support
the overall economic devel-
opment and invite more in-
vestment in the State of
Maharashtra.

Maharashtra all set to welcome Circular
Economy Park Policy in next 100 days

New Delhi, Dec 17:  

India's stockpile of
wheat was above the
buffer stock norm at the
last scheduled count on
October 1 and the next
such quarterly review
which takes into account
seasonal procurement
cycle, will be due on
January 1. According to a
written reply to a question
in Rajya Sabha by Food
and Consumer Affairs
Minister Piyush Goyal,
the minimum buffer re-
quirement changes every
quarter, peaking on July 1
when procurement of
Rabi crop ends. It dips to
the lowest on April 1 as ac-
cumulated stocks get re-
leased for beneficiaries of
government schemes
ahead of the new crop
coming in.

Wheat stockpiles
above buffer stock

norm as of Oct,
says Piyush Goyal

Prithviraj receives
warm welcome from
the ‘Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan’ family

Pan Indian star Prithviraj Sukumaran gets a
warm welcome from the team of Bade

Miyan Chote Miyan. The Pan- Indian actor will
be playing the character of Kabir and the audi-
ence is thrilled to have him on board for this
much-talked-about film.
Prithviraj Sukumaran took to social media to
share the memento and thanked the team for
such a warm and heartfelt welcome.
Prithviraj Sukumaran is one talented actor and
has always been known to play strong charac-
ters which shows his versatility. It will simply be
amazing to watch the three action masters in
one film together. Prithviraj’s fans can't con-
tain their excitement as Bade Miyan Chote
Miyan marks his fourth film in the Hindi cine-
ma industry after Aiyyaa, Naam Shabana, and
Aurangzeb. Prithviraj Sukumaran has a busy
year ahead with the release of Salaar which also
stars Prabhas. Apart from this Prithviraj will also
be working on his acting and directorial venture
L2: Empuraan with Mohanlal.

B
ollywood diva
Malaika Arora,
who has made her

debut in on the digital
platform with her

show "Moving In
With Malaika", has

talked about her
insecurities and
how she deals
with them. In a

candid conversa-
tion with her dear

friend, Norah Fatehi,
Malaika spilled the

beans on her insecurities
and how she handles it
with utmost grace even
today. "I'm a human at the
end of the day. There are
days when I sit and I'm like
shit man, that job could've
been mine," she said. It
happens all the time and
there are things that can
make and break anyone.
Somebody else out there is
younger, prettier, probably
more talented as well.
You've to deal with those
kind of insecurities every
day of your life."

With the show, Malaika
gives fans access to her life
through unfiltered conver-
sations in the Hotstar
Specials. Created by
Banijay Asia and Malaika
Arora, the series is stream-
ing on Disney+ Hotstar.

ACROSS

1. Existence

5. Atop

9. Entertain

14. Genesis garden

15. Fiddling emperor

16. Yule visitor

17. Bed support

18. Soak through

19. Previous

20. Love songs

22. Recline lazily

23. Functions

24. Panoramas

26. Spoke

29. Ore beds

30. Walked upon

31. Made a difference

35. Be sick

36. Huge

39. Spanish cheer

40. Dairy cow

42. Soothe

43. Shore bird

44. Defamation

47. On fire

50. Pesky bugs

51. Burn

52. Square dance figure

56. Undue speed

58. Folk wisdom

59. Amino ____

60. Highway curves

61. Elects

62. Pull apart

63. Shop

64. Quiz

65. Irritable

DOWN

1. Minus

2. Not working

3. Terror

4. Went inside

5. Marked down in price (2 wds.)

6. Required

7. Orchard members

8. Klutz's cry

9. Cleopatra's snake

10. Actress ____ Dietrich

11. Labor organization

12. Pilfered

13. Noblemen

21. And not

24. Becomes firm

25. Quote

26. Western state

27. Group of three

28. Turnpike fee

29. Movers' vehicle

31. Fellows

32. Street

33. Otherwise

34. Forest creature

36. Gossip bit

37. Insignificant

38. 60 secs.

41. Appetizer

42. Trap

44. Nasal sounds

45. Most feeble

46. Noshed

47. Campfire remains

48. Sumptuous meal

49. Lariat

50. Search blindly

52. Plan

53. Served perfectly

54. Small dent

55. Whirlpool

57. Compass dir.
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Malaika Arora:
There are days
when I’m like 

that job could’ve
been mine

A
ctor Vicky Kaushal
will be starring in a
new movie by

Karan Johar's Dharma
Productions and stream-
ing service Prime Video,
which is scheduled to re-
lease theatrically on July
28.

Directed by Anand
Tiwari, the yet-to-be-titled
movie also stars Triptii
Dimri and Ammy Virk.
The film will be available
for streaming for Prime
members, a statement
read.

The project is produced
by Hiroo Yash Johar,
Karan Johar, Apoorva
Mehta, Amritpal Singh
Bindra and Tiwari. The
Vicky Kaushal-starrer is
the second theatrical co-
production that Prime
Video is associated with
Dharma Productions.

Gaurav Gandhi, vice
president, Prime Video,
India, said: "Our associa-
tion with Dharma for the-
atrical co-productions is a
perfect extension of our ex-
isting deep association that
includes licensed movies,
direct-to-service premieres
and Indian Originals
across both series and
films. After announcing
Yodha as our first co-pro-
duction, we are now
thrilled to announce
Anand Tiwari's film as the
next co-production with
them."

Karan Johar, Dharma
Productions said: "Anand
Tiwari's upcoming film is

special on several counts. It
is helmed by a master sto-
ryteller, features Vicky
Kaushal - a National Film
Award-winning actor, and
is also a natural progres-
sion of our association
with Prime Video."

Manish Menghani, di-
rector - content licensing,

Prime Video, India said:
"This step of foraying fur-
ther into theatrical co-pro-
ductions will serve to
strengthen our partner-
ship and collective commit-
ment to bringing the best
content to our customers,
across the world."

Apoorva Mehta, CEO,

Dharma Productions,
added: "Anand Tiwari's up-
coming film is an eclectic
mix of drama, emotions
and a dash of comedy
which will leave the audi-
ences gleaming. With a
stellar cast like Vicky
Kaushal, Triptii Dimri and
Ammy Virk, the film is the

perfect summer entertain-
er and we can't wait for the
audiences to watch it in
theatres. We are delighted
to collaborate with Prime
Video on two theatrical
films."

Leo Media Collective is
also a co-producer of the
upcoming Vicky Kaushal
film. Co-founded by
Amritpal Singh Bindra
and Anand Tiwari, Leo
Media Collective has be-
come synonymous with
premium quality, coming-
of-age content in the enter-
tainment space. Though he
began his career working
in Hollywood, Amritpal's
love for Indian content
brought him back to India
to create Indian content for
global audiences. With vast
experience in the world of
films, advertising and the-
atre, Anand Tiwari too, has
created a niche for himself
in the entertainment in-
dustry. Talking about the
upcoming film, Anand
Tiwari and Amritpal
Singh Bindra, founders of
Leo Media Collective said:
"Together, we have deliv-
ered two of the most differ-
entiated stories in the re-
cent times - Maja Ma and
Bandish Bandits. At the
same time, we are looking
forward to working with
the team at Dharma
Productions. The coming
together of three entities
that have shared values on
storytelling and content,
makes this film even more
special."

Vicky Kaushal to star in Dharma
Productions’ latest movie

Suriya plays double
role in movie where

Disha Pattani
makes Tamil debut

T
amil superstar Suriya is reportedly play-
ing a double role in the upcoming movie
tentatively titled 'Suriya 42' because it is

the actor's 42nd film. Directed by Siruthai Siva,
the fantasy-action movie also features
Bollywood actress Disha Pattani in a leading
role. The first schedule of the shoot was com-
pleted in Goa and the crew has begun shooting
in Chennai. Thereafter, they will move across
Tamil Nadu. The shoot is on at a brisk pace and
the movie is likely to be released also in the 3D
format. Sources in the industry said that
Suriya is playing a double role -- the two charac-
ters he plays live in the present and the past, re-
spectively. In a statement, Disha Pattani, who is
making her debut in the Tamil film industry,
said: "I am super kicked to announce my next
with Suriya Sir and Siva sir. It feels great to be a
part of such a huge project that has got all the
larger-than-life elements for the audience to ex-
perience on the big screen."

She added that the character she's playing is
"quite unique" and that she was excited about
bringing "my never-seen avatar to the audi-
ence". The star cast includes Yogi Babu, Kovai
Sarala, Kingsley and Anand Raj. Vetri rolls the
camera and the music is by the redoubtable
Devi Sri Prasad. The movie is riding high on
anticipation as it is a big-budget movie and a
prestigious project for both Suriya and
Siruthai Siva. According to sources in the in-
dustry, it an action-packed film with dollops of
romance thrown in.

I
n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan and Bhabiji

Ghar Par Hai, characters
will be seen in tricky situ-
ations.

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai track,
Vibhuti Narayan Mishra
shares, “Anita (Vidisha
Srivastava) tells Vibhuti
(Aasif Sheikh) and David
Chacha (Anup Upadhyay)
to control expenses.
Angoori (Shubhangi
Atre) and Tiwari
(Rohitashv Gour) get
Pandit Ramphal to do a
puja for them to have a
child. He advises them
not to use gas in their
home to ensure the suc-
cess of the puja. Angoori
craves Kheer and tells
Vibhuti about it, who
then invites her to dinner

at his place. Angoori and
Tiwari eat the maximum
portion of Kheer, making
Anita enraged. It later
leads to a fight between
her and Vibhuti. The next

day, Angoori and Tiwari
return to their house for
breakfast. How will
Vibhuti handle the situa-
tion now?”

Watch Doosri Maa at

8:00 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

&TV show characters in tricky situations

T
aking the entertain-
ment quotient a notch
higher, this Sunday at

8:00 PM, Sony
Entertainment Television’s
singing reality show, ‘Indian
Idol – Season 13’ will be
‘Celebrating Rohit Shetty
Films’ in the presence of the
cast of ‘Cirkus’ – Ranveer
Singh, Varun Sharma, Pooja
Hedge, Jacqueline
Fernandes and the man of
hour; ace director Rohit
Shetty! The episode is a

‘must-watch’ as the Top 10
contestants will not only
give power-packed perform-
ances but the celebrity
guests will also be talking
about their time shooting
for Cirkus and share inter-
esting behind the scene triv-
ia. Getting into the perform-
ances, contestant Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya will be
seen mesmerizing everyone
with his performance on the
songs, ‘Mere Yaara’ and
‘Janam Janam.’

Ranveer Singh all
praise for Rishi Singh 
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MESSI SEEKS GLORY, ARGENTINA MEETS FRANCE IN WORLD CUP FINAL
Doha, Dec 17 (AP):

It is now or never for
Lionel Messi. The
Argentina superstar's
once-in-a-generation ca-
reer will be defined for
many by whether he leads
his country to the World
Cup title on Sunday. Can
he finally, at the age of 35,
win soccer's biggest prize
to secure his place along-
side Pel and Diego
Maradona in the pantheon
of the game's greatest ever
players? Standing in his
way is France, the defend-
ing champion, and Kylian
Mbappe , the player best
positioned to take over
from Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo as soccer's mar-
quee name. That's if he
hasn't already.

Mbappe also is standing
on the cusp of history
heading into the match at
the 80,000-seat Lusail
Stadium, a title decider
that is filled with story-
lines. The 23-year-old
France forward is looking
to emulate Pele by being a
champion at his first two
World Cups and set up the
prospect of a third title, a
feat only ever achieved by
the Brazil great who has
been hospitalized during
this year's tournament be-
cause of a respiratory in-
fection. The French are the
masters of being pragmat-

ic, defending compactly
and breaking at pace, typi-
cally through Mbapp down
the left and through
Antoine Griezmann, rein-
vented over the past month
as a midfield playmaker.

Indeed, expect to see
Mbappe and Messi walk-
ing around a lot during the
game, not bothering to de-
fend or press. That is in the
script, rather than them
being lazy. Part of the skill
of Deschamps and
Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni is their ability to
forge a team that has
learned to defend a man
light.

As for Argentina, the
team is largely set up sim-
ply to get the best out of
Messi, with Scaloni likely
to select a quartet of cen-
tral midfielders like in the
3-0 win over Croatia in the
semifinals. They will scrap
and press, and then give
the ball to Messi to weave
his magic. Or to Juli n
lvarez, the striker who
started the tournament as
a backup for that unthink-
able 2-1 opening loss to
Saudi Arabia and now is
undroppable with four
goals to his name. lvarez is
pinching himself that, at
22 and pretty much at the
start of his career, he is the
attacking foil for Messi at
the great man's last World
Cup.

(L to R) France's forward Randal Kolo Muani, France's forward Marcus Thuram and France's 
forward Kylian Mbappe attend a training session.

Indeed, Mbappe enters the final tied as
the tournament's leading scorer with

five goals. The player alongside him?
Messi, of course. Who wins the Golden
Boot the award for the top scorer is just
one of the many other narratives around
the final.

There's France, the dominant national
team of this generation, looking to be-
come the first to win back-to-back World
Cups since Brazil in 1962. The country

that produced Michel Platini, Zinedine
Zidane, Thierry Henry and now Mbappe
will be playing in the final for the fourth
time in the last seven World Cups, more
than anyone else. Then there's Didier
Deschamps, a World Cup winner as a
player in 1998 and now bidding to win it
two times as a coach. Vittorio Pozzo was
the only other man to coach two world
champion teams, with Italy in 1934 and
1938.

Like France, Argentina is seeking a
third World Cup title after 1978 and

1986 to move into outright fourth place in
the all-time list. It would end a 36-year
wait for soccer's biggest prize, since
Maradona's string of virtuoso perform-
ances in Mexico in 1986.

Messi has evoked comparisons with
Maradona in the way he has pushed
Argentina to the final, scoring five goals,
setting up three more and thrilling his

team's legion of fans, who have poured
into Qatar throughout the World Cup in
numbers only really matched by those
from Morocco.

In that sense, it will seem like a home
game for Argentina, with France's sup-
porters sure to be heavily outnumbered
amid a sea of blue-and-white jerseys
many of which will have "MESSI 10"
written on them. It is hard to pick a win-
ner.

Argentina's players take part in a training session at the Qatar University training site 3 in Doha.  

ANTOINE GRIEZMANN

The 31-year-old Griezmann has
been a revelation for France at
this year's World Cup. Once a
goal-scoring winger, the
Atletico Madrid forward has
added relentless defensive pro-
tection to his creative craft. A
duel could develop with Messi
between the lines of
Argentina's attack.

RAPHAEL VARANE

At his third World Cup, the
29-year-old Varane is a fixture
in the center of a France
defense that keeps changing
because of injury and illness.
The four-time Champions
League winner at Real Madrid
is back to near his elegant
best after an injury scare in
October.

HUGO LLORIS

The 35-year-old Tottenham
goalkeeper is poised to
become the first-ever captain
of two World Cup-winning
teams. A quiet-spoken leader
by example, he now holds
France's all-time appearance
record.

AURELIEN TCHOUAMENI

Tchouam ni arrived on the
world stage ahead of sched-
ule in the midfield role Paul
Pogba had for France four
years ago. He matched
Pogba's shooting power with
his goal against England.
Learning at Real Madrid this
season, after spurning Mbapp
's urging to go to PSG, should
prepare the 22-year-old mid-
fielder for facing Argentina.

DIDIER DESCHAMPS

In his 11th year as France
coach, Deschamps can
become only the second man
to lead two World Cup-win-
ning teams and the first since
1938. The 54-year-old
Deschamps has integrated
inexperienced players to
replace injured veterans with-
out losing any of his team's
typical calm assurance.

KYLIAN MBAPPE

Mbapp is France's fastest,
most dynamic scoring threat
on the field. The 23-year-old
Paris Saint-Germain forward
is tied with Messi with a
World Cup-leading five goals.
A standout game against
Argentina will place him
among the all-time greats.

LIONEL MESSI

The 35-year-old Messi is the
heart and soul of the
Argentina team, the tourna-
ment's co-leading scorer with
five goals and tied for the
most assists with three. Look
for the Paris Saint-Germain
forward to burst into creative
life when he sees a chance to
make something happen. A
World Cup title would finally
complete Messi's elevation
alongside Diego Maradona to
icon status.

JULIAN ALVAREZ

Alvarez made it off the bench
to replace Lautaro Martinez
as the World Cup progressed
and scored four goals in four
starts with Argentina. The 22-
year-old Machester City play-
er is a powerful runner who
created a perfect partnership
with Messi in the 3-0 win over
Croatia in the semifinals.

EMILIANO MARTINEZ

Martinez is an imposing 6-foot-
4 goalkeeper with a personality
to match his stature. "Dibu"
would be favored if the final
goes to a penalty shootout. The
30-year-old Aston Villa keeper
made key saves in Argentina's
shootout win over the
Netherlands in the quarterfi-

nals and in last year's Copa
America semifinals.

NAHUEL MOLINA

Molina is an energetic full-
back with the toughness
expected of any Argentina
defender. The 24-year-old
Atletico Madrid defender also
has attacking instincts. He
received the no-look pass of
the tournament from Messi to
score against the
Netherlands.

ENZO FERNANDEZ

Fernandez started the tourna-
ment as a substitute but was

in the team to stay after scor-
ing with his fast feet and a
curling shot in Argentina's
victory over Mexico. The 21-
year-old Benfica player
anchors the center of midfield
and will be trying to stop
Antoine Griezmann's forward
forays.

LIONEL SCALONI

Scaloni was an assistant

coach at the 2018 World Cup

when Argentina exited in the

round of 16 against France

and is now an unheralded suc-

cess in the top job. He brought

a 35-game unbeaten run to

Qatar that included ending a

long wait for a Copa America

last year. The 44-year-old

Scaloni has succeeded in sur-

rounding Messi with a mid-

field that lets him flourish.

Key players in World Cup final between France and Argentina
Doha, Dec 17 (AP):  

Lionel Messi will line
up for Argentina and
Kylian Mbapp will be on

the opposite side for
France on Sunday in the
World Cup final. Messi
has been there before, but
lost in the 2014 final to

Germany. Mbappe won
the 2018 title after scoring
a goal against Croatia.
However, neither will be
able to win the gold tro-

phy entirely on their own
at Lusail Stadium. Here is
a look at some of the key
players on both teams,
and their coaches:

ARGENTINA

FRANCE

Valencia, Dec 17 (PTI):

Skipper Savita Punia
produced an excellent per-
formance under the bar as
India defeated Ireland 2-1 in
the shootout to set up a
final clash against Spain in
the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Friday. In the regulation
time, both teams were
locked 1-1 after India
bounced back through
Udita's 45th minute penalty
corner conversion to cancel
out Naomi Carrol's 13th
minute strike. In the
shootout, India struck

through Lalremsiami and
Sonika in their second and
third attempts. Ireland
managed a solitary strike
in the shootout from their
third attempt through
Hannah McLoughlin.
Savita stood tall under the
bar and foiled Ellen
Curran's strike with her
resolute defence as it went
down the wire with
Kathryn Mullan needing to
score from Ireland's last at-
tempt to keep them alive.
But Mullan shot wide as
India sealed another
shootout win to make the
final.

Chattogram, Dec 17 (PTI):

Seasoned Axar Patel
upped the ante with a
triple strike just when it
mattered as Indian
bowlers compensated for
an insipid first session by
reducing Bangladesh to
272 for 6, closing in on a big
victory, on the fourth day
of the opening Test here
on Saturday.

Debutant Zakir Hasan
(100 off 224 balls) showed a
lot of character, scoring a
patient hundred but saving
the Test match by batting
out for nearly 180 overs in
two days was always going
to be an uphill task, as also
chasing a target of 513.

Bangladesh need anoth-
er 241 runs on the final day
on Sunday but skipper
Shakib Al Hasan (40 bat-
ting) could be more keen
on delaying the inevitable.

While Zakir and his
young opening partner
Najmul Hossain Shanto
(67, 156 balls) frustrated the
Indian bowers for an en-
tire session and added a

record 124 for the first
wicket, the visitors pulled
back things in the second
session to regain control of
the proceedings.

Axar (27-10-50-3), who
had a dream Test debut
against England at home
in 2021, perhaps had his
best performance in a
short career in the longest
format, considering that
the fourth day wicket did-
n't have a lot of help for
spinners.

Brisbane, Dec 17 (AP):

Travis Head defied the hostile
pitch conditions to produce a
run-a-ball 78 that moved
Australia to within seven runs
of South Africa's first innings
Saturday, when 15 wickets fell
on the opening day of the
three-test series.
Head's unbeaten innings con-
taining 13 boundaries and a
six and his 117-run partnership
with Steve Smith (38) helped
justify Pat Cummins' gamble
to bowl first after winning the

toss. Australia was 145-5 at
stumps. Overhead and ground
conditions were perfect for
bowling early and the green,
grassy pitch at the Gabba was
well exploited by both attacks,
with 13 wickets falling in the
first 60 overs as Australia
bowled out South Africa for
152 and then slipped to 27-3 in
reply. Left-arm paceman
Mitchell Starc (3-41) and off-
spinner Nathan Lyon (3-14)
took three wickets each for
Australia to set the tone for
the bowlers and then South
Africa paceman Kagiso Rabada
(2-50) struck on the first ball
of the home team's innings to
remove David Warner for a
golden duck. South Africa all-
rounder Marco Jansen (1-15)
struck with his first ball of the
match, in the 9th over, when
Marnus Labuschagne (11)
edged to Dean Elgar in the
slips and then Anrich Nortje
(2-37) struck with his second
ball of the match, in the 10th
over, with a delivery that lifted
sharply and which Usman
Khawaja (11) edged to third
slip.

Chennai, Dec 22:

India created history as
they defeated Bangladesh
by 120 runs  in the final of
the Blind T20 World Cup
2022.

By winning the trophy
for a third time, they be-
came the most successful
team in the history of Blind
T20 World Cup. Captain
Ajay Reddy played a big
role in helping the team

achieve this feat. Watch the
video of the winning mo-
ments of the Indian blind
cricket team after their his-
toric achievement. Sunil
Ramesh and captain Ajay
Kumar Reddy slammed
brilliant tons as dominant
India posted a massive 277
for two in the stipulated 20
overs. In response, the
Bangladesh side could only
score 157 for three in re-
sponse.

Women’s Nation’s Cup: India
beat Ireland 2-1 in shootout, set
up summit clash against Spain

India wins blind
T20 World Cup

Axar takes India closer
towards victory

Bangladesh's Zakir Hasan
reacts after scoring a century.

Head gives Australia slight
edge over South Africa

Kolkata, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The `Angry Young Man'
of Indian cinema Amitabh
Bachchan is being cele-
brated at the Kolkata
International Film
Festival being held here
with an exhibition dedi-
cated to his life and work.

One of the biggest
draws in the exhibition
has been a section dedicat-
ed to showing the rise of
Bachchan showcasing his
roles in movies such as
Zanjeer (1973), Deewar
(1975), Sholay (1975), Kala
Pathar (1979) and Shakti
(1982), which established
him as the `Angry Young
Man' of Bollywood.

Issues such as rising un-

employment, price rise,
crime, the resultant social
turmoil and the protago-
nist's fight against the ̀ sys-
tem', were recurring
themes of these movies
made in the 1970s and
1980s which established
the `Big B' as the reigning
`Shahenshah of India's
and Asia's movie world.

Exhibition curator and
KIFF office-bearer
Sudeshna Roy told PTI,
"Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had first
broached the idea of doing
something as a mark of
tribute to Big B, and KIFF
chairperson Raj
Chakraborty and others
decided to hold the exhibi-
tion."

Bachchan, who turned
80 earlier this year, inau-
gurated the 28th edition of
the film festival on
Thursday. Speaking at the
inaugural, the legendary
actor had said "Since early
times there have been
many changes in cinema
content ... from mythologi-
cal films and socialist cine-
ma to the advent of the
angry young man ... to the
current brand of histori-
cals, couched in fiction-
alised jingoism, along
with moral policing."

The actor had also point-
ed out that even now
"questions are being
raised on civil liberties
and freedom" by Indian
cinema.

KIFF is holding an exhi-
bition on a living legend
for the first time. Earlier,
similar exhibitions were
held on legends such as
Satyajit Ray, Soumitra
Chatterjee, Ingmar
Bergman and Akira
Kurosawa. The exhibi-
tion, which is being
held at two venues in
G a g a n e n d r a
Pradarshansala and
Nazrul Tirtha, will con-
tinue till December 22.

Other sections of the
exhibition covers
Bachchan's childhood,
his stint in the corpo-
rate world as an execu-
tive at Bird & Company
in Kolkata and his fami-
ly's ties with that of

Jawaharlal Nehru., his
foray into politics in 1984
and ups and downs in his
political career till 1987.

New Delhi, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The bravery and valour
displayed by the armed
forces during the Galwan
valley clashes and the re-
cent face-off in the
Tawang sector of
Arunachal Pradesh is
commendable and any
amount of praise for them
is not enough, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Saturday.

Singh's comments dur-
ing an address at industry
chamber FICCI came a
day after Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi accused the
government of downplay-
ing the threat posed by
China along the Line of
Actual Control and saying
it was "asleep" and not
ready to accept the situa-

tion. The defence minister
also took an indirect dig
at Gandhi for "doubting"
the government's inten-
tion in the handling of the
border row with China
and said politics can not
be done on the basis of
"falsehood".

"Any amount of praise
is not enough for the
armed forces the way they
displayed bravery and val-
our, be it in Galwan or
Tawang," Singh said. "We
have never questioned the
intention of any leader in
the opposition, we have

only debated on the basis
of policies. Politics should
be based on truth. Politics
cannot be done on the
basis of falsehood for a
long time," he said, with-
out naming anyone.

"The process of taking
the society towards the
right path is called 'rajniti'
(politics). I do not under-
stand the reason behind
doubting anyone's inten-
tion always," Singh said.
Indian and Chinese troops
were engaged in a fresh
clash in the Yangtse area
of Arunachal Pradesh's
Tawang sector on
December 9, in a first such
major flare-up after the
deadly hand-to-hand com-
bat in the Galwan Valley
in June 2020 that marked
the most serious military
conflict between the two
sides in decades.

‘No praise enough for bravery
displayed by Indian armed forces’
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People participate in the Swami Vivekananda Sandesh Yatra that reached Bikaner, Saturday.

VIVEKANANDA SANDESH YATRA

Shinku La Pass connecting Lahaul 
with Zanskar Valley open for vehicles

Keylong/Shimla, Dec 17 (PTI): 

The 5,091-metre-high
Shinku La Pass, which con-
nects Lahaul and Spiti in
Himachal Pradesh with
Zanskar Valley in Kargil,
remained opened for vehi-
cles around this time of the
year for the first time, offi-
cials said.

The road used to be
closed during winters as it
was unmetalled and risky
for driving, especially in
snow-bound patches.

The 17-km road between
Ramjak in Lahaul and
Kargyak in Zanskar Valley
was built by Chultim

Chonjo, a retired govern-
ment employee, using his
savings.

With a little support
from local residents, the
road was constructed be-
tween May 2014 and June
2017. Chultim Chonjo was
conferred Padma Shri, the
fourth-highest civilian
award, for social service
in 2021.

The road was later taken
over by the Border Roads
Organisation (BRO) and
today it is a metalled road
with a capacity to carry
truck load of up to 18 tons.
Himachal Road Transport
Corporation has started
Padam Mini Bus service on
the route for the benefit of

people in the Zanskar

area. "All this has hap-
pened due to cooperation of
BRO and we want that the
road remains open around
the year," 80-year-old
Chultim Chonjo said.

Hailing from a far-off vil-
lage in Stongde in Zaskar
Valley, Chonjo had for a ma-
jority of his life crossed the
pass on foot. Having failed
in his attempt to persuade
the authorities to build the
road, he took it upon him-
self in 2014.

BRO Chief Engineer
Jitendra Prasad said ef-
forts would be to keep the
road open for vehicular
traffic round the year.
"Challenges are there but
the morale of our jawans is
very high," he added.

Bhopal, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Saturday
slammed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi's remarks
that the Narendra Modi
government was asleep
while China was planning
to attack the country.

The Congress and the
Bharatiya Janata Party in-
dulged in a verbal tussle as
Chouhan also said smaller
nations used to scare the
country when Rahul
Gandhi's father Rajiv
Gandhi was prime minis-
ter (between 1984 and
1989). "When Rajiv Gandhi
ji was the Prime Minister,
the smaller countries of
the world used to scare us.
A glorious and powerful
India is being built under

the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri @naren-
dramodi ji. Rahul Gandhi
ji, don't talk unrestrained,
now no one can scare
India," Chouhan said in a
tweet.

Talking to reporters in
Katni earlier, Chouhan
said India's soldiers had
given a befitting reply to
the Chinese military, and
advised Gandhi "not to in-
sult our army". He also

said Gandhi should recall
1962 (when India under
Jawaharlal Nehru faced
reverses in a border war
with China) before speak-
ing in such a manner.

Hitting back, MP
Congress chief Kamal
said "the indecent lan-
guage used by Shivraj
Singh Chouhan in relation
to former prime minister
late Rajiv Gandhi does not
suit the MP CM".

‘Trust us to be guardians of liberties of our citizens’
Mumbai, Dec 17 (PTI): 

Chief Justice of India
D Y Chandrachud on
Saturday said the confi-
dence of citizens in the
due process of law and
the protection of liberty
rests in the judiciary
which is "guardians of
liberties".

Delivering a lecture
here, the CJI emphasized
through the lives of the
members of the bar, who
fearlessly espouse those
causes, "the flame of lib-
erty burns bright even
today".

Delivering the Ashok
H Desai memorial lec-
ture at the Y B Chavan
Center here, he referred
to a theft case where a
man would have spent 18
years in jail had the SC
not intervened to say

"trust us to be guardians
of the liberties of our cit-
izens". The event was or-
ganised by the Bombay
Bar Association.

"Yesterday in a seem-
ingly innocuous case,
where an accused was
sentenced to two years of
imprisonment in ses-
sions trial for theft of
electricity, the trial judge
forgot to say that the sen-
tences will run concur-
rently.

"So then the conse-
quence was that this per-
son who had stolen elec-
tricity equipment like
poles would have to suf-
fer 18 years of imprison-
ment, only because the
trial court didn't direct
that the sentences would
run concurrently," CJI
Chandrachud said.

A bench led by CJI

Chandrachud on Friday
dealt with a plea of a
man from Uttar Pradesh
called Iqram who was to
suffer a jail term of 18
years in nine minor
cases of theft of electri-
cal equipment of the
state electricity depart-
ment.

The top court set aside
an Allahabad High
Court order and directed
that Iqram's jail term of
two years each in nine
cases would run concur-
rently instead of succes-
sively. It was irked that
neither the trial court
nor the high court took
note of the "miscarriage
of justice" and set things
right.

Referring to the case,
the CJI on Saturday said
the high court said,
"sorry we can't do any-

thing at all, because the
trial judge hasn't, in
terms of section 427 of
the CrPc directive, said
that the sentences would
run concurrently".

"We had to intervene
yesterday, in a seemingly
innocuous case of a sim-
ple citizen of the nation.
The point which we
make is sermonising
apart, trust us to be
guardians of the liber-
ties of our citizens," he
added.

The CJI further said
there is no case which is
"small enough, or big
enough" for every court
in the nation, be it the
district judiciary, the
High Court, or the
Supreme Court, "because
it is in us that the confi-
dence of the citizens, in
the due process of law

and the protection of lib-
erty, rests".

Talking about the sub-
ject of the lecture, the
chief justice said it is
true that both law and
morality play a vital role
in channelling our be-
haviour.

"As all of you might
well be aware, the law is
a definite body of rules
enacted and enforced by
the state. The legal rules
regulate human conduct
by written rules, penal-
ties and officials to inter-
pret the laws," he said.

The CJI added that
while law regulates ex-
ternal relations, morali-
ty governs our inner
lives and motivations
and "morality, in that
sense, appeals to our con-
science and influences
the way we behave".

‘Rudra Veena’ weighing 
five tonnes created from 

scrap, waste material 

Bhopal, Dec 17 (PTI): 

A group of artists from
Bhopal in Madhya
Pradesh has created a 28-
foot long and 10-foot wide
'Rudra Veena' weighing
around five tonnes with
scrap and waste material
after the local civic body
gave financial approval
under the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, the main de-
signer said on Saturday.

It will be installed on
Atal Path, a road con-
structed as part of the

Bhopal Smart City proj-
ect, R-one Inc main de-
signer Pawan Deshpande
told PTI.

"It cost us Rs 12 lakh to
make this rudra veena
from scrap and waste ma-
terial. The Bhopal
Municipal Corporation
gave financial approval
under the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan. Our group com-
prises 12 persons, all of
whom are well versed in
various forms of art," he
said.

The first project was a
radio that has been in-
stalled at the busy
Roshanpura Sqaure here,

while other works in-
clude guitar, a coron-
avirus theme and the logo
of the Bhopal civic body,
he added.

Work at Bhopal's
Manav Sangrahalaya and
Ujjain's Triveni
Sangrahalaya have been
done with fresh material,
Deshpande said.

"Tiger print panels,
murals of legendary
singer Kishore Kumar
and Bandhavgarh forest
have also been made by
our group in the annexe
of the state secretariat
building in Bhopal," 
he said.
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Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addresses the 95th
Annual Convention and AGM of FICCI, in New Delhi, Saturday.

In Galwan, Tawang

Students perform a dance during the Vijay Diwas celebrations, in Prayagraj, Saturday.

VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATIONS

p By artists

Shivraj slams Rahul over 
China remarks, drags 

Rajiv Gandhi into tussle

Hitting back, MP Congress chief Kamal said "the indecent lan-
guage used by Shivraj Singh Chouhan in relation to former prime
minister late Rajiv Gandhi does not suit the MP CM". "Rajiv
Gandhi, who sacrificed everything for the pride of Mother India,
will always be the ideal of this country." Nath said, adding
Chouhan must study history to find out about the military's val-
our when Rajiv Gandhi was PM. As part of political vendetta,
Chouhan is not only insulting Rajiv Gandhi but also the military of
the country, for which he must apologise, Nath further asserted.

Nath seeks apology

Property of 
Pak-based LeT
commander

attached 

BBhhaaddeerrwwaahh  ((JJ--KK)),,  DDeecc  1177  ((PPTTII))::
Jammu and Kashmir authorities
on Saturday attached the prop-
erty of absconding Lashkar-e-
Taiba commander Abdul Rashid
alias "Jehangir" who is operating
from across the Line of Control
and making attempts to revive
terrorism, a senior police officer
said. The land measuring over
four kanals at Khanpura village
in Doda district's Thathri was at-
tached by a joint team of rev-
enue and police officials under
relevant sections of the CrPC on
orders of the judicial magistrate,
Senior Superinten-dent of
Police, Doda, Abdul Qayoom
said. He said the police is in the
process of initiating proceedings
against other local terrorists
who have exfiltrated to Pakistan
and trying to lure youth through
the virtual mode or social media
to join terror activities and re-
vive militancy in the district.

In J-K’s Doda

FOR FIRST TIME Bachchan’s ‘Angry Young Man’ image
celebrated through an exhibition

̈ This time of year


