
Mehrauli killing
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused of
strangulating his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar
and chopping her body
into pieces, moved a
court here on Friday seek-
ing bail, his lawyer said.
The hearing is likely to
take place on Saturday
before Additional
Sessions Judge Vrinda
Kumari, he added. As the
initial investigation in the
case is complete and the
chargesheet is yet to be
filed, there is no purpose
in keeping the accused in
judicial custody, the
lawyer said. 

Dataretrieved
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: More than two
weeks after the AIIMS
cyber attack, Minister of
State for Health Bharati
Pravin informed the Lok
Sabha on Friday that all
the data has been
retrieved from an unaf-
fected backup server with
most of its services also
being restored.
Responding to a question,
Pawar said no specific
amount of ransom was
demanded by the hackers
though a message was
discovered on the server
that suggested it to be a
cyber-attack. 

Boat capsizes 
MMoorriiggaaoonn:: A woman and
her two minor children
drowned when a boat car-
rying seven people cap-
sized in the Brahmaputra
in Assam's Morigaon dis-
trict on Friday, a police
officer said. The country
boat, in which the victims
were travelling, overturned
after colliding with another
engine-driven boat at
Hamu Chapori in
Laharighat area of the dis-
trict. "All passengers of the
country boat fell into the
river under the impact of
the collision. Three of them
drowned, while four others
managed to swim to safe-
ty," the officer said. The
deceased have been identi-
fied as Bimla Khatun, her
son Jinnahtul Islam, and
daughter Istara Khatun.

‘Advocate Portal’ 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: In yet anoth-
er step towards digitisa-
tion and making the
Supreme Court a "paper-
less" court, Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud
on Friday announced that
from New Year, advo-
cates will not be required
to file appearance slip
manually but would log
into Advocate
Appearance Portal' to
mark their presence.
Presently, advocates
write their names, along
with details like the case
and its serial number on
a prescribed paper form,
to mark their presence in
a hearing to ensure that
their names get reflected
in court orders or judge-
ments. 

JAPANESE PERFORMS

A Japanese artist performs during the Nissan
Konnichiwa Japan 2022 event at DLF Avenue, Saket, in
New Delhi, Friday.
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BRIEF

A farmer shows freshly picked
strawberries in a field near the
International Border, at RS Pura

sector in Jammu, Friday.
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Jaipur, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
said none of the regional
parties can represent a vi-
sion for the country and
that is what makes his
party different from oth-
ers.

Gandhi, however, also
said the Congress must
work with other opposi-
tion parties for the 2024
general election and party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
would evolve a strategy in
this regard. He said de-
spite the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party's (BJP) or-
ganisational and money
power, the Congress
fought against it and won
the Himachal Pradesh
polls, adding that if the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
was not put up as a "proxy
to target the Congress" in
Gujarat, the grand old
party could have defeated
the saffron party there as
well. "We are different

from the large number of
opposition parties. We
work with them, we ap-
preciate them, we believe
they are important, but
we are different. The way
we are different is that we
represent a national ideol-
ogy. We represent a vision
for the country," Gandhi
told reporters here. "None

of the regional parties
can represent a vision for
the country. They can rep-
resent a vision for a com-
munity or a vision for a
state, but they cannot rep-
resent a vision for the

country," he said. Gandhi
said the Congress is com-
peting with a vision that
the BJP is proposing for
the country. "The space
for the Congress party
will always be there and

the people who believe in
the Congress party will al-
ways be there. It is a ques-
tion of getting them excit-
ed, getting them motivat-
ed and getting them to be-
lieve in what they stand
for, which the (Bharat
Jodo) yatra has been very
very good at doing," he
said. Asked about the
party's performance in
the recent Assembly
polls, Gandhi said the
Congress won in
Himachal Pradesh de-
spite being pitted against
the organisational
strength and money
power of the BJP.

"Frankly, in Gujarat, if
the AAP would not have
been put up as a proxy and
had not been used to tar-
get the Congress party, we
would have probably de-
feated the BJP," he added.

Gandhi said though he
does not believe in the
BJP's principles, "they
have complete clarity as
regards who they are".

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has direct-
ed NTPC Limited to take
steps such as developing
avenue plantation, prepar-
ing a time-bound plan for
disposal of ash and identi-
fying land for afforestation
to comply with environ-
mental norms at its plant
in Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh.

The requisite steps to be
taken by NTPC were rec-
ommended by an over-
sight committee compris-
ing the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) and
the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change

(MoEF&CC), which was
earlier constituted by the
tribunal to verify the facts.

The committee filed a
compliance status report
on August 16.

"In view of the report,
the only further direction
of the tribunal required is
that NTPC may take neces-
sary steps in the light of
observations in the report,
including developing av-
enue plantation, obtaining
further direction from
MoEF&CC regarding EC
conditions, preparing
time-bound plan for dis-
posal of ash and identify-
ing land outside the proj-
ect for afforestation," a
bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice A K

Goel said. The bench, also
having judicial member
Justice Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member A
Senthil Vel, noted that the
counsel for NTPC said that
the steps will taken expe-
ditiously. "The proceed-
ings will, thus, stand dis-
posed with a further direc-
tion that the statutory reg-
ulators may maintain a
vigil for ensuring compli-
ance of environmental
norms by the project pro-
ponent (NTPC)," the tribu-
nal said. It said that a copy
of the order be sent to the
MoEF&CC, CPCB, state
pollution control board,
NTPC and the district
magistrate of Bilaspur for
compliance.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

India on Friday
launched a no-holds-barred
attack on Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari for his "un-
civilised" outburst against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and said the com-
ments were a "new low"
even for that country.

In a strong condemna-
tion, External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said the
Pakistan foreign minister's
"frustration" would be bet-
ter directed towards the
masterminds of terrorist
enterprises in his own
country that has made ter-
rorism a part of its "state

policy". "Pakistan is a
country that glorifies
Osama bin Laden as a mar-
tyr, and shelters terrorists
like (Zakiur Rehman)
Lakhvi, Hafiz Saeed,
Masood Azhar, Sajid Mir
and Dawood Ibrahim. No
other country can boast of

having 126 UN-designated
terrorists and 27 UN-desig-
nated terrorist entities,"
Bagchi said.

Bagchi said Pakistan for-
eign minister's "uncivilised
outburst" seemed to be a re-
sult of Pakistan's increas-
ing inability to use terror-

ists and their "proxies".
The Pakistan foreign

minister resorted to a per-
sonal attack against PM
Modi and slammed the RSS
after External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar's
highlighted Pakistan's sup-
port to various terror
groups and described the
country as the "epicentre of
terrorism". Jaishankar
told the UN Security
Council that the "contem-
porary epicentre of terror-
ism" remains very much
active and called for collec-
tive action to tackle them.

Though Jaishankar did
not name any countries, it
was apparent that he was
making a veiled reference
to Pakistan.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
spoke to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and reiter-
ated his call for dialogue
and diplomacy as "the only
way" forward to resolve the
Ukraine crisis.

The two leaders also re-
viewed bilateral coopera-
tion in areas of energy,
trade and defence during a
telephonic conversation.

A Russian readout said
Putin gave "fundamental
assessments of Russia's
line on the Ukrainian direc-
tion at the request of Modi".

The Prime Minister's office
(PMO) said Modi briefed
the Russian President on
India's ongoing Presidency
of the G-20, highlighting its
key priorities. It was the
fifth telephonic talk be-
tween the two leaders this
year. They held phone con-
versations on February 24,
March 2, March 7 and July
1. Modi and Putin held a bi-
lateral meeting in
Uzbekistan's Samarkand on
September 16 during which
the Prime Minister told
him that "today's era is not
of war" and nudged the
Russian leader to end the
conflict.

Mumbai, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday filed a
charge-sheet against 11
persons in the murder case
of Amravati-based phar-
macist Umesh Kolhe who
had shared social media
posts backing Nupur
Sharma.

The charge-sheet was
filed before the special NIA
court here. The court had
in September granted the
central agency 90 days' ex-
tension to file the charge-
sheet. Kolhe was killed in
eastern Maharashtra's
Amravati city on June 21,
2022 after sharing on social

media a post supporting
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma over her
controversial remarks
about Prophet
Mohammad.

The NIA registered a case
on July 2 on the directions of
the Ministry of Home
Affairs under Indian Penal
Code sections 120-B (crimi-
nal conspiracy), 302 (mur-
der), 153-A (promoting enmi-
ty between different groups
on grounds of religion, race,
place of birth, residence,
language, etc) and 153-B (im-
putations, assertions preju-
dicial to national integra-
tion), and provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI) 

The second edition of the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
will be conducted from May
21 to 31 next year, the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) announced on Friday.

The undergraduate ad-
mission process in universi-
ties will be completed by
July 2023 and the new aca-
demic session can begin on
August 1 next year.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) in
March last year announced
that undergraduate admis-
sions will be conducted in
all central universities
through a common entrance

test and not on the basis of
class 12 marks. According to
UGC Chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar, the application
process for the CUET-UG
will start in the first week of
February, 2023.

"The number of subjects
and pattern of question pa-
pers will remain the same. A
candidate can take as many
as 6 domain subjects in addi-
tion to one or two languages
and the General Test. The
test would be conducted in
the following languages--
Assamese, Bengali, English,
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia,
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu, and
Urdu," he said. Kumar said
the NTA is working on

preparing 1,000 test centres
across the country, out of
which 450 500 centres will be
used per day.

The dates for the CUET-
PG are also expected to be
announced next week.

"CUET-PG is expected to
be held in the first or second
week of June 2023. Results
of CUET-UG are planned to
be announced in the third
week of June 2023 and those
of CUET-PG in the first
week of July 2023. With the
decided schedule of CUET-
UG and CUET-PG, universi-
ties can complete their ad-
mission process by the end
of July 2023 and begin the
academic sessions by
August 1, 2023," Kumar said.

Rajouri/Jammu, Dec 16 (PTI):

Two civilians were
killed and another was in-
jured in firing outside an
army camp in Jammu and
Kashmir's Rajouri district
on Friday, leading to mas-
sive protests and demands
for a fair probe.

While the army said in
a tweet that some "uniden-
tified terrorists" had start-
ed firing at the camp, eye-
witnesses claimed a sen-
try posted at the gate
opened fire at approach-
ing locals, resulting in the
casualties. However, a sen-
ior army officer later
termed the incident "very
unfortunate" and assured
action against those in-
volved in it.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The GST Council in its
meeting on Saturday is ex-
pected to decide on a num-
ber of issues like decrimi-
nalisation of offences
under the GST law, setting
up appellate tribunals and
mechanism to curb tax eva-
sion in pan masala and
gutkha businesses.

Besides, GST on online
gaming and casinos may
come up for deliberations
as the Group of Ministers
(GoM), chaired by
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma, submitted
its report on the issue to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday.

"Union Finance Minister
Smt. @nsitharaman will
chair the 48th GST Council
meeting via VC from New
Delhi tomorrow. The meet-
ing will be attended by MoS
Finance besides Finance
Ministers of States & UTs &
Senior officers from Union
Government & States," the
Finance Ministry tweeted.

The Council would also
consider a report of tax offi-
cers and give clarity on the
rate applicability in certain
goods and services.

With regard to decrimi-
nalisation of offences, the
law committee of the GST
Council, comprising tax of-
ficers from the Centre and
states, has suggested to the

Council to increase the
monetary threshold for
launching prosecution for
GST offences.

The law committee has
also suggested that the fee
payable by taxpayer for
compounding of GST of-
fences be lowered to 25 per
cent of the tax amount,
from up to 150 per cent cur-
rently, with a view to im-
proving ease of doing busi-
ness. It has suggested rais-
ing the threshold of launch-
ing prosecution to Rs 20
crore, from Rs 5 crore at
present. Launching of pros-
ecution by taxmen means
commencement of legal
proceedings against the of-
fender.

Regional parties do not have national
vision, Congress has: Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
addresses a press conference

as Bharat Jodo Yatra com-
pletes 100 days, at PCC office,

in Jaipur, Friday.

JJaaiippuurr:: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi alleged on Friday that China is
preparing for war and the Indian government is sleeping over it and
trying to ignore the threat. He also alleged that China has taken away
2,000 square kilometres of Indian territory, killed 20 Indian soldiers and
is "thrashing our jawans in Arunachal Pradesh". "I can see the threat
of China very clearly. I have been clear on this for the last two-three
years, but the government is trying to hide it and ignore it. This threat
can neither be hidden or ignored. Going by their full offensive prepara-
tion that is on in Arunachal Pradesh and Ladakh, the Indian govern-
ment is asleep," Gandhi told a press conference here.

KKoollkkaattaa:: Eastern Army commander Lieutenant General R P Kalita on
Friday said there has been no fresh issue with regard to infrastructure
development at Doklam in the Sikkim sector, which was witness to a
73-day standoff between the armies of India and China in 2017. He said
that if any such issue arises, it is resolved at the local level itself.
"There has been no fresh development as far as Doklam is concerned
with regard to infrastructure development," General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C), Eastern Command, Lt General
Kalita said.

China preparing for war, Indian govt asleep: Rahul 

No fresh issue over infra devpt in Doklam: 

Eastern Army commander

NGT directs NTPC to comply with 
environmental norms at its Bilaspur plant

Pak FM Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s ‘uncivilised’ personal
attack on Modi new low, even for Pakistan: India

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The BJP dubbed Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto's personal comments against Prime Minister Narendra Modi
as "highly shameful and derogatory" and said it will hold nation-
wide protests against them on Saturday. "His remarks are highly
derogatory, defamatory and full of cowardice and has been given
just to remain in power and save the (Pak) government," the BJP
said on Friday and reminded the neighbouring country that the Modi
government's rescue mission for students during the Ukraine-
Russia war also evacuated its citizens.

BJP to hold nationwide protests against Bhutto’s 

‘highly shameful, derogatory' comments 

NIA files charge-sheet in
Amravati pharmacist’s

murder case

VIJAY DIWAS

Army's Maratha Light Infantry soldiers display their Mallakhamba skills to mark the
Vijay Diwas celebrations, in Karad, Friday.

PM Modi to Putin

‘Dialogue and diplomacy
only way forward to

resolve Ukraine crisis’

CUET-UG to be conducted from
May 21-31 next year, admission

process to conclude by July

2 civilians killed
in firing outside

army camp

GST Council meet

Decriminalisation of offences, curbing tax
evasion in pan masala, gutkha biz on agenda

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 16:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Advocate's Cricket
Association (CACA)
is organizing 34th
All India Advocates

Cricket Tournament and
maiden All India Women
Cricket Tournament
from December 21 during
which nearly 500
Advocates would show-
case their cricketing tal-
ent.

Addressing a press
conference, the CACA
President Adv Faisal
Rizvi and Secretary Adv
Bhupendra Jain
(Kotadiya) informed that
20 teams would be partic-
ipating in the tourna-
ment being organized on
league-cum knockout
basis till December 28 at
various grounds situated
at Raipur and Durg.

Rizvi further informed
that the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
given his consent for the
inaugural ceremony on
December 21 during
which several events to
highlight the tradition
and culture of

Chhattisgarh too would
be on display. They said
that teams from Supreme
Court, Delhi, Mumbai,
Karnataka, Odisha,
Aurangabad, Prayagraj,
Indore, Lucknow,
Jabalpur, Andhra
Pradesh, Telengana,
Gwalior, Tamil Nadu,
Nagpur, Goa, Punjab,
Haryana, Gujarat, West
Bengal would be partici-
pating in the week-long
tournament. A seminar
on Sports Law too would
be held on December 25
to provide exposure to
the participants.
Secretary Jain informed
that Women Advocates
too would be participat-
ing in the tournament for
the first time and added
that they are waiting for
the final confirmation
from various team before
finalizing the fixture for
the event.
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Raipur, Dec 16:

President of media
wing of PCC Sushil
Anand Shukla addressing
media persons informed
that the Congress govern-
ment is completing its
four years of good gover-
nance and it is a matter of
'pride' and self-prestige for
all. Citing the achieve-
ments of four years of
Congress rule in the state,
he said that after Congress
government's rule, it has
brought major changes in
the standard of living of
people from all sections of
the society. Congress gov-
ernment by forming effec-
tive schemes for all sec-
tions of the society has en-
sured its proper imple-
mentation at ground-level.

Prominent among the
achievements he cited in-
cluded waiving of loan to
farmers, opening of doors
for employment to youths

in the state; stopping out-
sourcing; formed special
schemes for development
in tribal areas and worked
hard to preserve and pro-
mote state's rich art & cul-
ture. On commenting
about ex-CM Raman
Singh's statement that
four years of Congress
rule has taken state back-
ward, Shukla said that
this fits more appropriate-
ly for 15 yrs rule of BJP.
After losing the last 2018
VS polls by 2/3 majority
and losing all the VS by-
polls, be it the District

Panchayat or Nagar
Nigam polls, has indeed
left BJP in oblivion.

Media President
claimed that out of 36
main promises made by
Congress in its election
manifesto, more than 90%
have been fulfilled. Out of
last four years, the state
government effectively
tackled Corona pandemic
for two years and despite
this the Bhupesh Baghel's
government fulfilled the
commitment made to the
general public, farmers,
poor and labourers in its

manifesto and has already
started working upon
other important aspects
and works which needs to
be fulfilled. Converting
279 Hindi Medium Schools
into English Medium  and
providing English medi-
um education to students
in remote areas at govern-
ment's expenditure proved
it to be successful model of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment.

The Congress govern-
ment has worked effective-
ly in solving problems of
farmers, labourers, stu-
dents, youth, women and
made them more self-re-
liant and raised their stan-
dard of living, bringing
smile on their faces and
restoring their self-respect
as a Chhattisgarhia.

On this occasion senior
spokesman RP Singh,
Dhananjay Singh Thakur,
Surendra Verma also ex-
pressed their views.

‘Cong govt has raised standard
of living for all sections’

Has fulfilled 90% of its promises made, effectively handling corona pandemic for 2 yrs

Raipur, Dec 16:

While Congress
Government being led
by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is cele-
brating completion of its
four years, BJP has come
out with the list of fail-
ures of Congress
Government in
Chhattisgarh.

Lashing out at state
government former
Chief Minister and BJP
national vice president
Dr Raman Singh that
Bhupesh Baghel's gov-
ernment turned out to
be the most unsuccessful
and unpopular govern-
ment in history.

Now ED and CD have
become the identity of
Chhattisgarh, he said at
a press conference at the
BJP Office in Ekatma
Parisar here today.

He alleged that state
government's schemes
were being run only for
corruption and develop-
ment works were being
done only for advertise-

ment. Taking a dig at
'Gaurav Diwas' celebra-
tion by Bhupesh Baghel
he asked what happened
to 36 promises? 

He alleged that
Chhattisgarh which was
earlier known as the is-
land of peace now be-
came a stronghold of
crime. There was peace
in the state for 15 years
in BJP rule but now peo-
ple are feeling cheated,
he said, adding that
Chhattisgarh is going
downhill. Chhattisgarh
stands sixth in the mat-

ter of rape and a
Congress leader was
shot in broad daylight in
Bilaspur, he said asking
whether such incidents
are the matters of pride
for state government.

While Bhupesh
Government claimed to
have fulfilled 35 out of 36
promises yet movement
is being run in the entire
state, he said. Farmers
are not getting bonus of
two years despite com-
pletion of four years of
Congress government in
the state, said Dr Singh.

Chhattisgarh is com-
pleting four years on
December 17, but it is
setting record in murder,
dacoity and loot, he said.
He alleged that farmers
were being charged addi-
tional electricity bills for
two months.
Government did not ful-
fill is promises, he
added. BJP leaders
Punnulal Mohile, Kedar
Kashyap and former op-
position leader
Dharamlal Koushik
were also present at the
press conference.

Ch'garh setting record in 
crime under Cong rule: Raman

Raipur, Dec 16:

Preparations are going
on to present e-budget in
the State's Vidhan Sabha
and the MLAs will be
provided copy of the
budget on the laptop. It is
notable here that so far
the MLAs were provided
copy of the state's annual
budget. The senior offi-
cers of Vidhan Sabha
secretariat informed that
all the 90 MLAs of State
Vidhan Sabha will be
provided with tablets for
the state's budget 2023-24.

Prior to this the MLAs
were provided laptops
right from asking ques-
tions and view its an-
swers. At the same time
the VS secretariat has al-
ready started the online

facility of putting up
question during the on-
going session.

Finance department
prepares the App:

For presenting E-
Budget, the Vidhan
Sabha secretariat has
prepared an App and in
this the MLAs can have
all the information per-
taining to the budget.

Apart from this the
said facility will be avail-
able on the seat in
Vidhan Sabha as well, by
which they can take in-
formation easily from
the App. It is notable here

that Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant has made decla-
ration in the special ses-
sion of VS that this time
e-Budget will be present-
ed in VS.

Information about
progress report of
schemes online:

The MLAs apart from
getting information
about the sanctioned
budget through App, will
also get information
about progress report of
the schemes in their area
online. How much fund
has come in which head
and what was the
progress done in the last
year's schemes or budget
and where it is halted
will also be available in
the App.

Preparations going on 
to present e-Budget in VS

 It will be paperless
budget; MLAs 
can view it in their
tablets/laptops

Raipur, Dec 16:

For the prevention and
control of road accidents
in national and state high-
ways passing through the
district, black spots were
inspected today by
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure and SSP Raipur
Prashant Agrawal along
with officers of NHAI,
PWD and CGRDC.

Actual causes of the
road accident were ana-
lyzed during physical in-
spection of the black
spots. Officers of the con-
struction agencies were
directed to make smooth
traffic arrangements by

doing construction work
as per the requirement.

More than 5 people were
and more than 10 were se-
riously injured in road ac-
cidents that took place at
the stretch from Dhaneli
Nala Bridge to Metal Park
Turning within the last 3
years. Taking serious note
of such accidents
Collector and SSP physi-

cally inspected the spot
and gave instructions to
make smooth traffic
arrangements. They in-
structed to install high
mast lights for adequate
lighting at the road
squares. The Collector
and SSP also instructed
for sufficient number of
indicator boards and di-
rection boards on the

road, widening the road
by bridging potholes in
the service road under the
bridge. They also instruct-
ed to prepare drawing for
connecting the traffic
coming from Dhaneli di-
rectly to the bridge at 90

degrees. More than 6 peo-
ple were killed while more
than 9 people were seri-
ously injured in accidents
that took place in the last 3
years from Siltara Chowk
to GK Township. After
physical inspection of

Siltara Chowk, instruc-
tions were given to con-
struct an under bridge at
the Chowk.

More than 5 people
were killed while more
than 8 people were seri-
ously injured in road acci-
dents that took place in
the last 3 years at the
stretch between
Singhania Chowk and
Dainik Bhaskar Chowk
Kurla on National
Highway.

After physical inspec-
tion of Singhania Chowk,
it was told to construct
road dividers up to 50 me-
ters on all roads and make
adequate lighting
arrangements for develop-
ment of a beautiful sight
all around the Chowk. For
this the Collector gave in-
structions to free the en-
croached land.

Collector, SSP inspect road accident black spots in district
Work of Tatibandh flyover 

be completed by Feb 
Raipur: During the inspection of the under-construction over-
bridge at Tatibandh Chowk the Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure and SSP Prashant Agrawal discussed with the
officials about the measures to solve solve the traffic problem
currently being faced at Tatibandh Chowk. They also discussed
measures to be taken after construction of the overbridge to
ease traffic congestion. Collector Dr Bhure asked the National
Highway Authority officials, contractors and all concerned offi-
cials to complete the quality work within the time limit. He
asked to complete the work of flyover by the end of February.
Deputy Superintendent of Police Traffic Raipur, Gurjit Singh,
officials of National Highways Authority of India, Public Works
Department (PWD), officials of Chhattisgarh Road Development
Corporation (CGRDC) were present during inspection.

 Instructions given to analyze
the causes of accidents 
and take necessary 
corrective action to control
road accidents

Raipur, Dec 16: 

A sensitization program
was organised by the
Bureau of Indian
Standards, Raipur Branch
Office on Friday,
December 16th at Nava
Raipur. More than 60 par-
ticipants from central and
state government depart-
ments participated in the
programme. The objective
of the event was to provide
information, promote con-
sumer protection and co-

ordinate the activities of
Bureau of Indian
Standards. On this occa-
sion, a street play was also
organised on the role of
Bureau of Indian
Standards in consumer
protection.

The importance of
Hallmark in ensuring the
purity of gold in gold or-
naments and the impor-
tance of ISI mark in ensur-
ing the quality of the prod-
ucts was shown through a
'Nukkad Natak'.

Sensitization Program
organised by BIS

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1166::  

Popular singer Aditya
Saraswat will be presenting his
musical program - ghazals, sufi
and bollywood songs  on
September  17 at Hotel Triton,
Raipur. The event is orgasnised
by Suhashini George
Production in association with
Fashion Design Council  and
Association of Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarhi artist Ayasha
Fatima will also share the stage
along with Adiyta Saraswat.

Popular singer Aditya
Saraswat is making waves
among the music lovers with

his soulful rendition of the
melodious 'Ishq Ka Bojh'. Often
cited as the young rising star in
the world of Ghazal singing,
Saraswat gave his first stage
performance at a tender age of
six and has since been making
a mark. 

With support from his par-
ents, Saraswat at the age of
nine began his formal classical
singing training with his Guru
Dr. Vijay Kapoor of 'Gwalior
Gharana'. He graduated in
classical music from Banaras
Hindu University. He is also
skilled in playing harmonium,
which he learnt from the leg-

endary Guru Ustad Akhlak
Hussain Warsi.

Many celebrated singers
such as Hariharan, Shankar
Mahadevan, Anup Jalota,
Chandan Das, Talat Aziz, Roop
Kumar Rathod and likes, have
well admired and encouraged
Saraswat in his musical jour-
ney. In this age of remix,
Saraswat has brought a dis-
tinct and expressive melody to
his audience, proving that he
has much more to offer besides
Ghazal. 

He evokes emotions, longing
and romance with his soothing
and passionate voice. It is his
genius that the track connects
with listeners of all ages. The
Event Partners are Hotel Triton
Daiichi Group, Second Channel
Holidays, CD Institute of
Fashion Design Bombay
Leaders Meenakshi Beauty
Salon and HRK Events.

Aditya Saraswat to present
musical program today
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Raipur, Dec 16: Minister
for Sports & Youth
Welfare Umesh Patel on
Friday extended best
wishes to the
Chhattisgarh Kayaking &
Canoeing team for the
33rd National Sub Junior
and Junior championship
to be held at Bhopal from
Sunday onwards.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the
Chhattisgarh Pradesh

Kayaking & Canoeing
Association Joint
Secretary Prashant Singh
Raghivanshi said that a
14-member team of
Chhattisgarh recently
conducted regular prac-
tice at Dalpat Sagar Dam
in Jagdalpur as per the di-
rectives of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.

He said that the team in-
clude Mahendra Kumar
Sahu, Ganesh Sahu,
Kailash Sahui, Mokesh

Matiyara, Dipraj Sahu,
Phuleshwar Yadav,
Pradeep Kumar Sahu,
Saurabh Sahu, Tilak
Sahu, Toran Sahu,
Kamlesh Dehari and
Ashok Sahu.

CPKCA President
Baldeo Singh Bhatia,
Working  President Rohit
Kale, Secretary Abhijit
Mishra and other office-
bearers have extended
best wishes to the team for
the performance.

Ch'garh team to participate in National
Kayaking & Canoeing championship

Raipur, Dec 16:

Telengana defeated
Bijnaur in the inaugural
match of the 14th All India
Sikh Premier League tour-
nament being organised
under the aegis of Shahid
Bhai Tharu Singh Study
Circle here on Friday.

Similarly, the Raipur
team also defeated the op-
position Khalsha Warrior

Nanded to consolidate the
position in the tourna-
ment.

Earlier, Chhattisgarh
Minorities Commission
Chairman Mahendra
Chhabra and Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja inaugurated the
tournament during which
the office-bearers of the
organising committee
were also present.

Telangana wins inaugural
match of Sikh Premier League

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1166:: The holiday
season has arrived and the
Christmas spirit is permeating
the air. Courtyard by Marriott,
Raipur ushered in the holiday
season with tree lighting cere-
mony to celebrate the begin-
ning of holiday season with
festive cheer. Starting from
their annual Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony to an ele-
gant Christmas Eve Dinner, fol-
lowed by an exquisite
Christmas Day Brunch, the
hotel has a plethora of festive
eventslined up for all to enjoy.
The ceremony was attended by
kids and team from the Bal
Ashram NGO, prominent local
publications among others,
alongside bloggers and the
Marriott team.  The hotel was
beautifully decorated for the
festive season. Celebrating the
joy of the Christmas season,
with spirited performances by

carol singers, a visit by Santa
Claus for all the kids, as well as
a delightful high-tea spread for
all the guests at the event to
indulge in.

The culinary team curated a
special menu for the evening
which included Christmas deli-
cacies. The event ended on a
sweet note with traditional
plum cake and handmade
cookies presented to all the
guests.  

Tree lighting ceremony 
to mark Christmas festival
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Jagdish Singh

BBhhiillaaii::  Gudheli Government
High School Principal and
Sector 5 resident Jagdish
Singh left for heavenly
abode at the age of 61 years
on the intervening night of
Friday. Last rites of the mor-
tal remains were performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of Manish
Singh and Sushesh Singh.
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
mourned his death.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1166:: State Level One
Day Scrutiny Workshop of Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises by National
Statistical Office (NSO) was or-
ganised on Friday to train super-
visory officers and employees at
Supela. The workshop was inau-
gurated by Rajendra C Gautam,
Deputy Director General,
National Statistical Office
(Western Zone), Nagpur and
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy Director
General, National Statistics
Office, Regional Office, Raipur
with lamp lighting ceremony.
Officers and staff of all the
National Statistical Offices locat-
ed in Durg, Bilaspur, Ambikapur

and Raipur in Chhattisgarh state
participated in the scrutiny work-
shop. 

Rajendra C Gautam, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistics Office (West) Nagpur
said that the contribution of the
enterprises in the unincorporated
sector in the country's economy
is important and the officers of
the National Statistics Office who
go to remote areas to conduct
the survey have a very important
role in this survey. Since only on
the basis of the actual data col-
lected by them, appropriate poli-
cy-planning can be done by the
Government of India and the
State Governments for the enter-
prises of the unincorporated sec-
tor. This survey has a very impor-

tant role in the overall develop-
ment of the country.

Addressing the trainees pres-
ent on the occasion, Roshan Lal
Sahu, Deputy Director General
said that the unincorporated sec-
tor enterprises contribute signifi-
cantly to the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) of the country.
Enterprises of Unincorporated

Sector also contribute a lot in
employment generation. For reli-
able and consistent data in this
sector, a countrywide annual sur-
vey of unincorporated sector en-
terprises is being conducted by
the Government of India. He
urged all the participants to
maintain the quality of work.

It needs a mention that The

National Statistical Office (NSO),
established by the Government of
India in 1950, conducts surveys
on various socio-economic sub-
jects through scientific sampling
methods. Officers of the National
Statistical Office collect the infor-
mation for these surveys through
specially designed schedules and
computer software. Currently,
Annual Survey of Unincorporated
Sector Enterprises is being con-
ducted from October 01, 2022 to
September 30, 2023. 

Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises was conducted for
the first time from October 2019
to March 2020 across the country
and second annual survey was
conducted from July 21 to March

22. In the current survey, a total
of 16497 samples are being sur-
veyed at all India level and 394
samples will be surveyed in the
State of Chhattisgarh. Data is
being collected using specially
designed Computer Aided
Personal Interview (CAPI) soft-
ware for this survey which is sent
to Data Quality Assurance
Division (DQAD) after scrutiny by
Supervisory Officers.

Under this, nationwide survey
is being conducted on non-agri-
cultural enterprises for manufac-
turing, trading and services in the
unincorporated sector in urban
and rural areas of the country.
This survey, being conducted on
an annual basis by NSO, will pro-
vide operational and economic

details of non-agricultural enter-
prises apart from information
about the economic status of en-
terprises engaged in manufactur-
ing, trading and services in the
unincorporated sector, which will
be used at the national and state
level for the estimation of nation-
al income, gross fixed capital for-
mation, input-output analysis etc.
The data obtained from this sur-
vey will be used by various
Ministries, State Governments
and institutions including
National Accounts Division. At
the end of the inauguration cere-
mony, George Minj, Assistant
Director, National Statistical
Office, Raipur conveyed vote of
thanks to all the guests and par-
ticipants present in the program.

High Speed Caster No 6 in SMS
2 sets New Record once again

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: It has been
a month of records for
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Steel Melting Shop 2.

The high speed Caster
No 6 of SMS 2 once again
set a new record of 40
heats in a single sequence
on December 16, 2022 as
against tundish guaran-
teed life of 17 heats, sur-

passing previous best of
37 heats achieved on
December 14, 2022. Earlier
on December 10,2022,
Caster 6 had produced 36
heats in a single sequence,
surpassing previous best
of 35 heats achieved on
December 06, 2022.

The record performanc-
es have been made possi-
ble by Caster 6 Team
through high levels of op-

erational efficiency. The
team was congratulated
by CGM, SMS 2, SK
Ghoshal and other senior
officers of the Plant.

On December 14, when
Caster 6 had produced 37
heats, a ceremonial cake
was cut in presence of
CGM, SMS 2 and mem-
bers of the Caster 6 Team
to celebrate the achieve-
ment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a y a
Mahavidyalaya, Junwani
organised seven days
Annual Fest "HUNAR" 2022
in college auditorium. This
is the most awaited day for
all the students of the col-
lege. The programme start-
ed with the lighting of the
lamp. It was accompanied
by a melodious Saraswati
Vandana, hailing the god-
dess of knowledge and wis-
dom. It was followed by a
welcome

speech given by the
Principal of the college.
The invited guests were
welcomed by saplings and
seed balls, which symbol-
izes to protect nature. The
programmes held were -
PowerPoint Presentation
(Topic: Our/ My
Innovation), Group
Discussion (Topic: India's
Neutrality in Ukraine-
Russia War) Rangoli (Eco-

friendly), Dance
Competition (Solo, Duet &
Group). Judges of the
event were Gunjan
Chauhan and Sweta Padda.

The group discussion
event was judged by Dr
Sushma Dubey and Anil
Menon, and the winner
was Prakriti Pandey (B
Com III) and the runner up
was Manish Panika (B
Com II). The aim of
PowerPoint Presentation
competition was to pro-
mote soft skills amongst
students. All the partici-
pants performed very well.
The result of the competi-

tion was- first position was
captured by Md Faizal (BA
II) and second position by
Manish Panika (B Com II).
In Rangoli Competition
there were seventeen par-
ticipants from various de-
partment. Winner of ran-
goli competition were
Sneha Dewangan (B Com
III), 2nd and 3rd position
occupied by R Neerja (B Sc
II) and Sweeta Verma (B Sc
III) respectively.

In Dance Competition
(Solo, Duet & Group) there
were twenty-four partici-
pants in Solo dance compe-
tition, Six in Duet and

seven in group dance. They
performed on different
tracks and exhibited the
different genres of dance.
In the solo dance Palak
Upadhyaya (BA I) bagged
the first prize, the first run-
ner-up was awarded to
Chhaya Sahu (B Ed I se-
mester and Isha Rajput (B
Com II) and the second run-
ner-up was Srijan Gupta (B
Com). In Duet Dance first
position bagged by Anjali &
Ishita (BCA Final), Anjali
& Lalita (BA) got second po-
sition and third position re-
ceived by Anupma & Riya
(BA III). In group Dance

winner was Sanskriti &
group (D El ED 1y), first
runner up was Gurpreet &
group(B Ed 1 sem) and 2nd
runner up was Malika &
group (B Sc I).

The judges congratulat-
ed the winners and appre-
ciated the performance of
all the participants and
also encouraged them to
participate more in such
competitions to enhance
their talents. The program
ended with vote of thanks
given by Dr Anita Pandey.
Tripti and Vidhi Sharma of
BA III compered the pro-
gramme.

Two involved in multimillion job fraud arrested
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: Police ar-
rested two fraudsters on
charges of duping over Rs
One Crore from different
people on the promise of
getting them recruited in
government jobs. One of
the accused was arrested
from Kanpur (UP) while
the second one was arrest-
ed from Janjgir Champa.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Friday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Chhawani
Police Station had received
a complaint from a lady re-
garding a job fraud. She
complained that one Ankit
of Kanpur and Nutan
Singh of Korba duped her
of Rs 34.16 lakhs. The ac-
cused claimed to have con-
tacts with the influential

people and they can get
people recruited as peons,
Sub Inspector, Bank
Clerks, Electricity
Department, Police
Department and other gov-
ernment departments.
Many people paid money
to these fraudsters to get
jobs. After collecting
money, the accused es-
caped from the city. On the
victim's complaint, an FIR
was lodged under section
420, 34 of IPC.

Under the supervision of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar, the team
of Chhawani Police
Station launched investi-
gations and examined the
bank account of the ac-
cused Ankit Singh.
Transactions to the tune of
Rs One crore were found in
his account out of which

transactions worth Rs 70
lakhs were verified while
Rs 30 lakh transactions
were suspicious.

CSP Prabhat Kumar col-
lected detailed informa-
tion from the bank account
and the accused were

traced on the technical
grounds. A team of ASI
Ajay Singh and Constable
Akhilesh Mishra was sent
to Kanpur where they
managed to arrest Ankit
Singh from Navsara in
Kanpur. Another team of

Head Constable
Ramkrishna Tiwari and
Constable Akash Tiwari
arrested the second ac-
cused Nutan Chauhan
from Janjgir Champa.
During interrogation, the
accused confessed to have
committed the crime.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Ankit Singh had
earlier duped Rs 3.27lakh
from a woman in Korba on
promise of getting recruit-
ed in Bank of Baroda. A
case was lodged against
him in the year 2019 at
Balco Police Station under
section 120B, 420 of IPC.
Both the accused had
duped people in different
places of Shakti in Janjgir
Champa and Kanker on
promise of government
jobs. Police are making ef-
forts to find other victims
in different districts.

AAP stages demonstration
against DMC Commissioner

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: On Friday,
the activists of Aam Admi
Party staged a demonstra-
tion in front of Durg
Municipal Corporation.
They alleged that the DMC
Commissioner tried to vic-
timise AAP leaders Dr SK
Agrawal and Meharban
Singh in a fabricated case.

AAP leaders stated that
they had gone to meet the
DMC Commissioner on
Thursday evening to dis-
cuss some public issue.
After waiting for two
hours, they had some al-
tercation with the
Commissioner as he was

not ready to hear their
problems.

Later, the DMC team
conducted an inspection
at Dr Agrawal's nursing
home and sealed it. Dr
Agrawal and Meharban
Singh were taken into cus-
tody and were released
after three hours,
Meharban Singh said.

Dr SK Agrawal,
Meharban Singh, Omkar
Tamrakar, Sheikh Tanha,
Waddu Alam, K Jyoti,
Geeta, Ghanshyam Soni,
Jaspreet, Krishna Kumar
Dewangan, Ajay Sahu,
Rampal and others were
present during demon-
stration.

Widow to get Rs 6.5 lakh and rights in ancestral
property through Women Commission

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: On Friday,
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Women
Chairman Dr Kiranmayi
Nayak conducted a public
hearing on the cases
tabled before the commis-
sion related to harassment
of women. The jansunwai
was held at the District
Panchayat meeting hall. It
needs to be mentioned
here that Dr Nayak started
her tenure as the
Chairperson of the
Women's Commission on
July 21, 2020 and on Friday,
she conducted the 151st
public hearing of her
tenure. It was her 6th pub-
lic hearing in Durg district
in which a total of 30 cases
were listed. Out of these,
11 cases were disposed of
and 4 cases have been
transferred to the
Commission's office,
Raipur. The remaining
cases will be heard in the
next hearing.

On the day, an applicant
reached jansunwai with a

property dispute.
Her husband passed
away in 2017. After
which the applicant
was not given a place
in the house by the
husband's family
members and she
was also deprived of
her rights. The appli-
cant stated that after
the death of her hus-
band, her in-laws
have deprived her of her
share in the ancestral
property of the husband,
which includes 10 acres of
land. Along with this, an
amount of Rs 6.50 lakh, 35
grams of gold jewelery
and the pass book provid-
ed by the post office are
also with the in-laws.

During public hearing,
the non-applicants also
agreed to the amount, pass-
book and land in the joint
account. The ancestral
property in
Bhanupratappur is about
10 acres of agricultural
land in which the husband
of the applicant has a share
and the applicant has not

been given a share in it. On
the next date, both the par-
ties will appear in Raipur
and the non-applicants
have been asked to produce
the land documents and
passbooks so that this mat-
ter can be resolved in a pos-
itive direction.

Another case regarding
a social issue was also list-
ed. The applicant was os-
tracized from the Samaj for
serving Kaleva (snacks and
sweets) in the Shanti Bhoj
and the office bearers of
the Samaj ordered to in-
clude her into the Samaj on
the condition of paying a
fine of Rs 17,000. The appli-
cant paid an amount of Rs

17000. The applicant stated
that a receipt of Rs 5000
was provided while the re-
ceipt of Rs 12000 was not
provided by the Samaj of-
fice bearers. The
Commission intervened
over this issue and ex-
plained to the non-appli-
cants to return Rs 17,000 to
the applicant and with-
draw the decision of social
boycott. Detailing the ap-
plicant about her rights, Dr
Nayak said that even after
this decision, if the society
ostracizes her, she has the
option of coming back to
the commission. Following
the advice and decision of
the commission, the non-

applicants also ex-
pressed their consent
to return Rs 17,000 to
the applicant within
24 hours. The Samaj
office bearers will
submit the documen-
tary proof after re-
turning the money
for getting the case
disposed of.

In another case of
social boycott, the

Samaj leaders had imposed
a fine of Rs 7000 and were
demanding an additional
amount. This case was dis-
posed of through mutual
agreement. The applicant
stated that after she made a
complaint to the Women
Commission, the Samaj
leaders neutralized the
boycott and returned the
fine of Rs 7000.

In another matter, the
case was transferred to
Raipur. The names of the
non-applicant husband and
his second wife have to be
added in this case. The hus-
band is posted as Principal
in government school and
the second wife is an

Anganwadi worker. The
matter has been kept in the
Raipur hearing and in-
structions have also been
given to the non-applicants
to appear before the com-
mission. In a case of prop-
erty dispute, the commis-
sion suggested the appli-
cant to approach the judici-
ary to get the possession of
the property. Several other
cases were disposed of in
accordance with law.

Public hearings have
been regularly conducted
by Dr Kiranmayi Nayak,
Chairperson of Women's
Commission for the last
two and a half years.
Efforts are being made by
the commission to resolve
family, social and other
matters in the public inter-
est. The commission has
also been successful in
curbing evils like social
boycott. Advocate Ramkali
Yadav, Alderman Ratna
Naramdev along with dis-
trict administration, po-
lice administration were
present during the public
hearing.
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State Women Commission Chairman conducts Jansunwai

Sumit Sar awarded PhD
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: Sumit
Kumar Sar, Associate
Professor, Dept of
CSE, BIT Durg, has
been awarded the de-
gree of Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) by
Chhattisgarh Swami
V i v e k a n a n d
Technical University
(CSVTU), Bhilai. The
topic of his thesis is
'Incipient fault detec-
tion through
Vibration Signature
Analysis', research
papers related to
which were published
in several national as
well as international
journals.

He carried out the
research work under

the guidance of Dr
Sunita Soni, Head of
Department, Dept of
CSE, BIT Durg. Dr
Arun Arora, Director
BIT Durg; Dr Mohan
Gupta, Principal, BIT
Durg; Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice -
Principal, BIT Durg;
Dr Anup Mishra, Dr
Santosh Kumar Sar,
Dr Arun Sahu, Dr
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Neeraj Kharya,
Dinesh Bhawnani
and other colleagues
congratulated him on
this achievement.
Sumit Kumar Sar ac-
knowledged the con-
tribution of his par-
ents, wife, family
members and friends
in his success.

Nagar Kirtan 
on Dec 18

Bhilai, Dec 16: On the oc-
casion of 557th Prakash
Parv of Khalsa Path
Founder and tenth Guru of
Sikhs, Shri Guru Govind
Singh Maharaj, a grand
Nagar Kirtan will be taken
out on December 18. Sardar
Kulwant Singh (Pradhan,
Shri Guru Singh Sabha,
Sector 6) informed that
Nagar Kirtan would be
taken out from Gurudwara
Nanaksar, Nehru Nagar
around 11:00 hrs. The pro-
cession would move across
Supela, Chandra Mourya
Square, Power House,
Railway Over Bridge,
Equipment Square, Central
Avenue and conclude at
Sector 6 Gurudwara. The
devotees would arrange
fruits and snacks at differ-
ent places on the route of
Nagar Kirtan. Later, Langar
would be served at Sector 6
Gurudwara.

Dance Competition ‘Vibgyor’ at Annual Fest ‘Hunar’ 2022

NSO organises scrutiny workshop on Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises 



Collector chairs public redressal camp

Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  1166::  District
Collector Saurabh kumar
met a large number of peo-
ple from far and wide includ-
ing the city in the weekly
Jandarshan held here and ad-
dressed them one by one.
The Collector heard a total of
122 private and community
matters in Jandarshan and
got ration cards made on the
spot to 24 beneficiaries. 

Satyavati Goswami, the
sarpanch of Vidyadih Gram
Panchayat of development
block Masturi, demanded
hand pump mining at Paddy
Collection Center Vidyadih
and Muktidham, for which
the Collector instructed the
officials of the PHE depart-
ment to take necessary ac-
tion. 68 year old Dashrath

Lal, elderly Lalita
S h r i v a s , S a n t o s h
Suryavanshi,Kumari Sriwas
met the Collector with di-
verse problems, of which in
accordance to their plea, the
Collector instructed con-
cerned officials for a speedy
redressal. 

Same way Sarpanch of
Gram Panchayat Parsodi of
Masturi block gave an appli-
cation for construction of

culvert and Gothan leveling
work for traffic facility and
sarpanch of village panchay-
at Nagoi of Bilha block gave
an application to get the de-
marcation of the government
land done. The Collector
asked SDM Bilha to investi-
gate the matter, for further
action. Officials of the ad-
ministrative and Revenue
Department were present in
the Jandarshan.

Girl students of GRPEEMS distributed cycles

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 16: The girl
students from Class 6th to
9th from Government
Ram Bishal Pandey
Excellent English
Medium School (GR-
PEEMS) were distributed
cycle under 'Saraswati
Cycle Yojana' here on
Thursday and this was the
first time that cycles were
distributed in the School,
as till date this school was
only for boys, but with
launching of 'Swamy
Aatmanand Utkristh
Shiksha Yojana', now
along with boys, girls too
are studying.

Earlier it ap-
peared that with
late start of the
School, the girls of
the school would
not be able to get
this benefit and
therefore there was
great deal of enthu-
siasm among the
girl students in the
School. All this was
possible due to ac-
tiveness of
Principal Sanjay
Ekka and efforts of
B E O
Chandrashekhar
Mishra.

On this occasion
Lokesh Padey, son of the
one of the major donors of
the School Late Shri Ram
Bishal Pandey, was pres-
ent as the chief guest and

Vikas Tiwari- President
Kissan Sangh Rajim was
the special guest.

Principal Sanjay Ekka
in his address said that it
was many years back, Pt.
Ram Bishal Pandey in

order to take forward this
sacred work had donated
land for opening of School
and presented a wonderful
example of social service
to the society. Earlier this
School was only for boys,

but in order to take up
girl's education further,
the girls too have now
been granted entry in the
School. It was under gov-
ernment's Saraswati
Cycle Yojana, that the girls

of the School have
got benefitted and it
is an honour that
son of great donor
Lokesh Pandey is
present as the chief
guest.

The son of great
donor Lokesh
Pandey mentioned
about the social
service launched by
his revolutionary fa-
ther Pt. Ram Bishal
Pandey during
British rule, ex-
pressed happiness
for this sacred work

of donating land for edu-
cation and it is taking to
new heights now. He also
hailed the working system
of Principal Sanjay Ekka
and teachers and extend-
ed greetings to all the girl

students on getting cycles
for conveyance.

President Kissan Sangh
Vikas Tiwari extending
greetings to girls said that
all the children, specially
the girls should move
ahead in the field of edu-
cation and therefore the
state government has
launched such schemes,
where girl should be moti-
vated to continue studies.
The programme was con-
ducted by Sakshi Jape and
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Pinki Tarakh.

On this occasion
Kailash Sahu, Jitendra
Sahu, Jamil Ahmed,
Narayan Sahu, Aangesh
Mangele, Neha Singh,
Monica Malviya, Upasana
Bhagat gave valauble sup-
port.

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Dec 16:
Chhattisgarh Social
Welfare Department is or-
ganizing disability certifi-
cation camps in all the
Gram Panchayats from
time to time in the inter-
est of the disabled people
and in accordance, a camp
was organized in Kotmi
Gram Panchayat jointly
by Welfare Department
GPM and District Medical
Board GPM.

The camp is being or-
ganized so that the dis-
abled people can be saved
from the troubles and the
benefits of the facilities of
the government can be
given to them in every sit-
uation.

Dr. H. Tanwar

Orthopedic, Dr. BS Paikra
Orthopedic, Dr. Ragini
Maravi Ophthalmologist,
Paramjit Singh Paikra
Medical Lab
Technologist, as well as
Social Welfare
Department's MRW
Narendra Kashyap MRW
Dhanu Rathore MRW
Kamal Soni, VRW Ratan
Chand Gupta, Noel
Prasad Puri, Govind

Singh Pendro, Mansingh
Amo, Raghu Mansingh,
Karthik Rampuri, Sultan
Singh, Sukhdev Singh
Salam have made their
contribution in the camp.

The unique ID form of
the disabled people was
filled by the department
GPM so that the disabled
people could get the bene-
fit of all the schemes of
the government.

Tiknapal won the inaugural ‘Kabaddi’ match

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Dec 16: The
Kabaddi Mela-2022 in
Bhond, Bastar was inau-
gurated in colourful man-
ner in the presence of
MLA Lakheshwar Baghel
here on Thursday. MLA
Bastar Baghel first of-
fered prayersr to Lord
Mahadev near 'Bargad'
tree in the ground and
then to Lord Shri
Hanuman and wished for
its grand success.

In this 'Kabaddi' compe-

tition to be organised
jointly under aegis of
BCC Bastar and
Bakawand, more than 70
teams from different vil-
lages are expected to take
part in 'Kabaddi'.

The final of the compe-
tition will be held on Dec
31. There is so much of
enthusiasm to see the tra-

ditional game of
'Kabaddi' in the region
that hundreds of vil-
lagers from Bhond and
nearby villages came to
have a look at the inaugu-
ral match. For this com-
petition, when MLA
Bastar Lakheshwar
Baghel arrived, he was ac-
corded warm welcome at

Bastar Chowk and here
BCC workers garlanded
him and busted fire-
crackers to welcome him.

Baghel was welcomed
in the field amidst clap-
ping by the players and
here he obtained intro-
duction of each player
and extended best wishes
to them.

The inaugural match
was played between
Tikanpal and Ichapur
and in this Bastar war-
rior Tiknapal won the
match 39-11 and in the
second match between
Karanji and Garenga of
Bakawand block, the later
won by 42-31.

During this Ganesh
Baghel, Dilip Singh
Sengar, Anil Parihar,
Balesh Dubey, Dinesh
Yadu, Kavita Sahu,
Narsingh Nagesh,
Champa Thakur, Suman
Dixit, Jagmohan Baghel,
Shivram Bisai,
Shyamkumari Dhruv,
Bhragu Tiwari, Anil
Jaiswal, Mansingh
Kawasi, Shailendra
Parihar, Rajshekhar,
Mahendra Baghel
Bhagirathi and others
were present.

Guards misbehave with 
relatives of patients 

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 16:
Guards misbehaving with
patients and their rela-
tives have come to notice
in the District Medical
Hospital, in context of the
pass issued for the en-
trance to meet the pa-
tients.

As per information, the
entrance of the Medical
Hospital of Rajnadgaon
was closed in the after-
noon, and after a case of
emergency came, only
those who had entry pass
were allowed, while oth-
ers were denied entry
owing to chaos in the gate
premises. As per informa-
tion, also the guards mis-
behaved with the patients

relatives, leading to oppo-
sition from those around.

While giving informa-
tion about the incident,
the villagers who arrived

from the village Sukul
Daiyan Indamra and
nearby villages said that
the main gate of the dis-
trict medical hospital was

closed at 2:30 pm on
Wednesday and due to
this, there was a crowd of
relatives and villagers of
the patients at the emer-
gency gate, after which
those who had the entry
pass were entering inside
the hospital, but those
who did not have the
entry pass were trying to
get information from the
guards while those with-
out a pass, had a rift be-
tween the relatives of
some patients and the
guards.

The villagers also al-
leged of usage of inde-
cent language by the
guards and have warned
to take the case to the
CMO and the District
Collector.

Red Cross Society run
medical shop re-opened

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 16: The
medicine shop with reno-
vations and run by Red
Cross Society of India
was started in the
District Hospital premis-
es in Raipur on Thursday.
District Panchayat
President Arun Singh
Chouhan and Collecto
Saurabh Kumar inaugu-
rated the shop by cutting
a ribbon.

In this medicine shop,
all the medicines will be
available 24 hours at rea-
sonable rates. It was dur-

ing two & half years of
Corona pandemic, this
shop remained closed. It
was with initiative by the
Collector and President
Red Cross Society
Saurabh Kumar that it

has been re-started for
convenience of the gen-
eral patients. This is the
fourth shop run by the
Red Cross Society in the
city and here both the
generic and branded allo-

pathic medicines will be
available.

On this occasion
Chouhan and Saurabh
Kumar started the shop
with purchase of medi-
cines and duo also plant-
ed saplings in the District
Hospital premises.

On this occasion
CHMO Dr Anil
Shrivastava, Civil
Surgeon Dr Anil Gupta,
Jail Superintendent
Khomesh Mandavi and
working committee
members of Red Cross
Society viz. NS Gautam,
BC Goyal, Rajiv Awasthi,
in-charge of shop- Aditya
Pandey and other public
reps  and social workers
were present.
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p In District Hospital
premises

p Total 70 ‘Kabaddi’
teams to take part;
finals on Dec 31

p MLA Baghel
accorded warm
welcome

p Under Saraswati
Cycle Yojana

Unique ID and Divyang 
certification camp organized 
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TECHFEST

Students visit the Techfest, at IIT Bombay in Mumbai, Friday.

BRIEF

Cop suspended 
 Ballia: A police jawan

was suspended and a
probe was ordered
against him after a
video purported to
show him dancing
drunk surfaced online,
a senior police officer
said on Friday. Deputy
Superintendent of
Police (Bansdih)
Rajesh Kumar Tiwari
said that Shailendra
Singh is posted in
Maniyar Police
Station. In the video,
which appeared on so-
cial media on Friday,
Singh was shown flex-
ing his clout while
drunk, and
boasting about his
caste, he said.

Rally held
 Jammu: A ex-service-

men rally and a
wreath laying ceremo-
ny to pay tributes to
the fallen soldiers of
the 1971 Indo-Pakistan
war marked the “Vijay
Diwas” celebrations
here on Friday. The
ceremony began with
Lt Gen Nav K
Khanduri, General
Officer Commanding-
in-chief, Western
Command, laying the
wreath at the ‘Balidan
Stambh’ war memori-
al, a defence
spokesperson said.
Corps Commander,
Rising Star Corps, Lt
Gen Pushpendra
Singh, Director
General of J-K Police
Dilbagh Singh along
with other senior offi-
cers of Army, BSF, po-
lice and civil adminis-
tration also laid
wreath at the war me-
morial. Vijay Diwas is
observed on December
16 to commemorate
India’s win over
Pakistan in the 1971
war that led to the cre-
ation of Bangladesh as
a sovereign country.

Driver arrested 
 Indore: An auto-rick-

shaw driver was ar-
rested on Friday for al-
legedly transporting
meat, suspected to be
beef, in Indore in
Madhya Pradesh, a po-
lice official said. The
driver, identified only
as Owais, was arrested
under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) section 279
(rash driving) and rele-
vant provisions of the
state’s anti-cow slaugh-
ter Act (Madhya
Pradesh Govansh
Vadh Pratishedh
Adhiniyam), Chandan
Nagar police station
in-charge Abhay
Nema said. The meat
recovered from the
auto-rickshaw of the
accused, a resident of
Mhow town near
Indore, was sent to a
laboratory to find out if
it was beef, he said.
Before the case was
registered, Bajrang
Dal workers reached
the Chandan Nagar
police station and cre-
ated a ruckus demand-
ing strict action
against the auto-rick-
shaw driver. In a state-
ment, Bajrang Dal’s
local unit coordinator
Tannu Sharma al-
leged beef was being
smuggled in the auto-
rickshaw and the
speeding three-wheel-
er also hit a few
vehicles.

Major General Atul Rawat
pays tribute at the

Dharamsala War memorial
on the occasion of Vijay
Diwas, in Dharamsala,

Friday.

Patna, Dec 16 (PTI):

The Saran hooch
tragedy toll rose to 30 on
Friday, the biggest since
Bihar went dry more than
six years ago, and it con-
tinued to cast a shadow on
the state legislature where
BJP members disrupted
proceedings in both
Houses before staging a
Raj Bhavan march. Saran
District Magistrate Rajesh
Meena told PTI over phone
that the number of people
who have died since
Tuesday night has climbed
to 30. However uncon-
firmed reports claimed up
to 50 people died by drink-
ing illicitly brewed coun-
try liquor. The DM main-
tained that the deaths
were “caused by suspected
consumption of spurious
liquor” which would be
confirmed after the vis-
cera of the deceased are
examined at forensic labs.

Proceedings of the leg-
islative council were ad-
journed till 2 pm within a
few minutes of com-
mencement at noon as the
MLCs raised an uproar

over the Chair’s reluc-
tance to take up for discus-
sion an adjournment mo-
tion brought by them.

Shortly afterwards,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar made an angry
statement on the floor of
the assembly, where simi-
lar uproarious incidents
had forced adjournment
till noon within a few min-
utes of commencement of
proceedings at 11 am.

“Those who drink and
lose their lives as a result
deserve no sympathy (koi
sahanubhuti nahin) and
no compensation”, fumed
the septuagenarian, un-

fazed by the flak he has
drawn over his “jo piyega
vo marega” quip on the
previous day. Kumar had
risen in his chair taking
exception to a submission
by CPI MLA Satyendra
Yadav that the govern-
ment consider giving mon-
etary compensation to the
bereaved family members.

“Please do not take such
a stand. I have always
looked upon the Left par-
ties as my allies”, said a
visibly pained Kumar,
adding “if you people feel
that prohibition is wrong
then say it so upfront. The
law was brought in with

the consent of all. If all
today think we were in the
wrong, we may withdraw
it”. “But do remember the
deaths have taken place
because of a filthy habit
(ganda baat)”, said the
chief minister before ut-
tering “jo piyega vo mare-
ga” for yet another time.

The CM’s statement
came ahead of the lunch
recess, shortly after a
walkout by the BJP MLAs.
The proceedings saw sev-
eral heated exchanges be-
tween Leader of the
Opposition Vijay Kumar
Sinha and Speaker Awadh
Bihari Chaudhary.

Saran hooch tragedy rocks
both Houses of legislature

Leader of Opposition in the Bihar Assembly and BJP leader Vijay Kumar Sinha (4th from
right) with legislators shouts slogans during a protest against Bihar government over the
Chhapra Hooch tragedy, in Patna, Friday.

 BJP stages 
Raj Bhavan march

Lucknow, Dec 16 (PTI):

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday attacked the pre-
vious state governments
alleging that due to their
rampant corruption and
discrimination in recruit-
ment, youths began to dis-
trust the government jobs.

“The youth stopped
trusting the Uttar Pradesh
Public Service
Commission (UPPSC) hes-
itated in case of govern-
ment jobs,” he said.

Adityanath made the re-
mark at a programme at
Lok Bhavan where he dis-
tributed appointment let-
ters to about 431 candi-
dates, recruited by the
UPPSC for the state’s agri-
culture department, the
UP government said in a
statement issued here.

Declaring that UP holds
enough potential to feed
not only the entire coun-
try, but also the world,
Adityanath said that if the
state’s agricultural capaci-
ty is improved with con-
certed efforts, it will soon
become the “growth en-
gine” driving the coun-
try’s economy and will
lead the food grain produc-
tion globally.“Usage of
technology, availability of
quality, and certified
seeds, innovation and pro-
gressive farming, will

boost the state’s agricul-
tural capacity about three
times and Uttar Pradesh
will not only be able to feed
the entire country but
even the world,” he said.

He said that to ensure
that the state turns into a
$1 trillion economy, the
government has identified
few sectors with best pos-
sibilities for growth, with
agriculture remaining to
be a priority.

“UP’s fertile land, abun-
dant natural resources,
and agriculture being the
prime source of income
for a large population in
the state makes it essential
to strengthen the agricul-
ture sector for UP to
progress,” he said.

“UP has made efforts
with the centre to benefit
crop growers. After 2014,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ensured inclusion of
farmers among priorities
of the government.

“About 2.54 crore farm-
ers in UP are benefiting
from Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi and
various other schemes. An
additional facility of irri-
gation was provided to 22
lakh hectares of land in
UP through the PM Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana,”
Adityanath said. Various
pending irrigation proj-
ects including the Saryu
Canal Project and the

Arjun Sahayak have been
completed and opera-
tionalised in a time-bound
manner to benefit the
farmers, the CM, accord-
ing to the statement, said.

He also highlighted the
fact that many farmers
from UP’s Barabanki,
Varanasi, Saharanpur,
and Bulandshahr have
been honoured with
Padma awards.

Congratulating the
newly recruited candi-
dates, Adityanath said,
“Good experience and
knowledge of the candi-
dates will benefit the farm-
ers of the state.”

As a part of the initia-
tives taken by the Centre,
about 27 districts on the
banks of Ganga and all
seven districts of
Bundelkhand have been
selected for natural farm-
ing, and testing labs are
being set up for it.

Adityanath also urged
the newly-recruited candi-
dates to communicate
with the farmers and en-
sure that they are benefit-
ted in every possible way ,
be it adoption of new tech-
nology, or making quality
seeds available to them.

According to the state-
ment, group topper
Kusumlata said that the
recruitment process has
been absolutely transpar-
ent.

Corruption made youths distrust
government jobs: Yogi Adityanath

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will chair a
meeting of the Eastern
Zonal Council in Kolkata
on Saturday where issues
like security along the
inter-state borders, smug-
gling along the India-
Bangladesh border, and
connectivity will be dis-
cussed, officials said.

The Eastern Zonal
Council comprises West
Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand,
and Odisha. It will be at-
tended by chief ministers,
ministers, chief secre-
taries, principal secre-
taries, and senior officers
of the member states and
senior officers of central

government, a home min-
istry official said. The
meeting of the council is
also expected to discuss
power and other issues of
common interests, the offi-
cial said. As per the estab-
lished procedure and prac-
tice, the zonal council
meeting is preceded by a
standing committee of the
council, in which the agen-
da items to be placed be-
fore the council are scruti-
nised and listed in order of
priority. The Modi govern-
ment has been regularly
holding meetings of the
zonal councils as a part of
its strategy to strengthen
and promote cooperative
and competitive federal-
ism in the country, anoth-

er official said. The region-
al councils provide a
forum for discussion in a
structured manner on is-
sues affecting one or more
states or issues between
the Centre and the states.

In the last eight years
under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the number of meet-
ings of the zonal councils
and its standing commit-
tees have increased by
three times, the official
said. Regional councils
help in developing a coor-
dinated approach through
discussion and exchange
of views between states.
The zonal councils take up
issues involving Centre
and states and one or

many states falling in the
zone. The zonal councils,
thus, provide a forum for
resolving disputes and ir-
ritants between the Centre
and the states and among
many states in the zone.
The meetings of the zonal
councils are used by the
states and Union
Territories to share their
best practices. The coun-
cils also discuss broad
range of issues such as
boundary related disputes,
security, infrastructure re-
lated matters such as road
transport, industries,
water, and power, matters
pertaining to forests and
environment, housing, ed-
ucation, food security,
tourism and transport etc.

Amit Shah to chair Eastern Zonal Council meet in Kolkata

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Scores of BJP leaders
and workers staged a
protest near Pakistan
High Commission here on
Friday over Pakistan
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto’s remarks against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The protesters also
demanded an apology for
Bhutto’s ‘insensible’ re-
marks.

The protesters held BJP
flags and placards some of
which read: ‘Pakistan
aukaat ma aao and Maafi
mango’ (Pakistan stay in
your limits and apologise)

and ‘Pakistan hosh mein
aayo’ (Wake up Pakistan).
Lashing out at Bhutto for

his personal remark
against Modi, a party
leader said, “We condemn

Bhutto’s remarks. How
could he use such a lan-
guage against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
He should always remem-
ber that his grandfather
begged India for forgive-
ness. “Pakistan should be
thrown out of the United
Nations for attacking the
Indian leader. They har-
bour terrorists,” said a
party leader.

Another leader said
Bhutto should not have
used such words for
Indian leaders. “We won’t
tolerate such insensible
statement against our
leader.

BJP stages protest near Pakistan High
Commission over Bilawal Bhutto’s remarks

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders and supporters stage
a protest near the Pakistan High Commission, in New
Delhi, Friday.

Jaipur, Dec 16 (PTI):

The Rajasthan govern-
ment is set to enact a law
establishing a regulatory
authority to keep tabs on
private educational insti-
tutes including coaching
centres, ensuring that they
open counselling cells, end
“glorification” of toppers
and deal with the kind of
stress that possibly led to
three students committing
suicide recently. The draft
law proposes aptitude tests
for students before they
join a coaching centre for
competitive exams, and a
helpline if they find that
they cannot face the stress.
“The Rajasthan Private

Educational Institutions
Regulatory Bill - 2022”,
which has been in the mak-
ing since 2020, is likely to
be introduced in the next
session of the state assem-
bly. It covers schools, col-
leges as well as centres, like
in coaching hub Kota, that
prepare students for com-
petitive exams. Recently,
three students studying at
a Kota centre committed
suicide, allegedly because
they could not cope up with
the pressure of studies
there. The draft bill also
seeks to regulate tuition
fees, annual fee hikes, cost
of study material and
other charges levied by pri-
vate institutions, including

tuition centres. The au-
thority, headed by a promi-
nent academician as chair-
person, shall also make
provisions to fix study
hours, days off and the gap
between tests to avoid
stress on students. The bill
proposes heft penalties —
up to Rs 5 crore for repeat
offenders. The draft bill
mentions setting up a ca-
reer counselling cell to in-
form students about job op-
tions. The regulatory au-
thority will also take meas-
ures to discourage “bogus
advertising” and “glorifica-
tion of toppers” to prevent
other students developing
a sense of “inferiority”, the
draft says.

Rajasthan govt likely to enact law to set up
education regulator, rein in coaching centres

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1166  ((PPTTII))::

The Delhi High Court direct-
ed the city government on
Friday to ensure admission to
children belonging to weaker
sections of the society in pri-
vate unaided schools, observ-
ing that it is high time that the
judiciary reaches out to people
instead of waiting for them to
reach out to it. It said these
kids are being forced to knock
on the doors of the court for
availing their fundamental
right to education.

The court said all the private
unaided schools concerned
shall ensure that no student
belonging to the “weaker sec-
tions” as defined in the Right
To Education (RTE) Act and
recommended by the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
for being admitted in an aca-
demic session shall be denied
admission or treated with con-

duct that is unwelcoming of
them on any pretext whatsoev-
er, including that of suspicion
of credentials. The counsel
representing the children
belonging to the economically
weaker section (EWS) who
were denied admissions by
several schools submitted that
to add insult to injury, the
school gates were literally shut
on the faces of the shortlisted
students and their parents.

“One can just imagine the
humiliation faced by the young
children and their parents. This
court, as a custodian of the
Constitution, cannot remain a
mute spectator to the outright
bulldozing of human rights by
those in the noble service of
imparting education, thus
bringing a bad name and
repute to the same,” Justice
Chandra Dhari Singh said in an
85-page judgment. The court
noted that this batch of peti-

tions showed that the provi-
sions of the RTE Act as well as
the directives or circulars
issued by the DoE are being
violated and brutally lynched
in broad daylight. This is the
status, where circulars in form
of letters are exchanged
between the State and the
schools, while the poor chil-
dren along with their parents,
despite having followed the
due procedure, are forced to
move from pillar to post and
are being humiliated at every
step with the “only hope that
on some fortunate day, Lady
Luck will shower her blessings
and these children will get
admission in a school”, it said.

The court further said:
“These children have commit-
ted no other crime but that
they were born in poverty. This
court’s conscience is laden
with the woes of the poor chil-
dren and their parents.

HC directs Delhi govt to ensure admission
to EWS category kids in private schools

Kottayam (Kerala), Dec
16 (PTI): A 10-year-old girl
died and several others
were injured on Friday
when their minibus went
off the road and turned
turtle at Erumely area of
Kottayam district in
Kerala while enroute to
Sabarimala from Chennai
for the ongoing
annual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrim-
age. An officer of Erumely
police station said the acci-
dent occurred between 3-
3.30 pm when the vehicle
was trying to navigate a
treacherous hairpin curve
there which is prone to ac-

cidents. “A lot of accidents
take place here as the road
goes steep downhill right
after the hairpin curve,”
she said. The officer said it
was believed that mechan-
ical failure of the minibus
was the cause for the acci-
dent, but it was not con-
firmed. There were 20 pil-
grims, including five chil-
dren, and the driver in the
bus, she said, adding that
12 people were admitted to
the nearby medical college
for treatment. “No one else
suffered any major in-
juries,” she said. Earlier
on November 19, as many
as 43 people including a

boy suffered injuries after
a bus carrying Sabarimala
pilgrims from Andhra
Pradesh met with an acci-
dent and overturned near
Laha in Kerala’s
Pathanamthitta district.

The annual two-month
long pilgrimage season
began on November 17 and
the 41-day Mandala puja
festival at the famed Lord
Ayyappa Swamy shrine
will conclude on
December 27. Thereafter,
the temple will be opened
again on December 30 for
the Makaravilakku pil-
grimage, which will end
on January 14, 2023.

Girl dies after bus carrying 
pilgrims to Sabarimala overturns



KOREAN ORGAN DONOR PROGRAM

Members of the nongovernmental Korean Organ Donor Program in Santa outfits pose during an organ donation
campaign at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 16.

MISS AMERICA COMPETITION

Miss Wisconsin Grace Stanke, left, acknowledges the audience moments after she was crowned as Miss America
2023 during the Miss America competition at the Mohegan Sun casino, in Uncasville, Conn.
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United Nations, Dec 16 (PTI):

The world sees Pakistan
as the “epicentre of terror-
ism” and it should clean
up its act and try to be a
good neighbour, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said, as-
serting that the world has
not forgotten where the
menace stems from.

He also recalled former
US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s blunt
message to Islamabad that

snakes in one’s backyard
will eventually bite those
who keep them.

Jaishankar was ad-
dressing reporters on
Thursday at the UN head-
quarters after chairing a
signature event held
under India’s presidency
of the Security Council on
Global Counterterrorism
Approach: Challenges and
Way Forward.’
Responding to a question
by PTI on Pakistan
Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs Hina
Rabbani Khar’s recent
statements about a
“dossier” and allegations
against India, he said, “I
saw, I read the reports on
what minister Khar said.
And I was reminded, more
than a decade ago, my
memory serves me right.
Hillary Clinton was visit-
ing Pakistan. And Hina
Rabbani Khar was a min-
ister at that time.
“Standing next to her,
Hillary Clinton actually

said that if you have...
snakes in your backyard,
you can’t expect them to
bite only your neighbours.
Eventually, they will bite
the people who keep them
in the backyard. But as
you know, Pakistan is not
great at taking good ad-
vice. You see what’s hap-
pening there,” Jaishankar
recalled. During her visit
to Islamabad in October
2011, Clinton, addressed
the media with Pakistan’s
then Foreign Minister
Khar and said, “It’s like
that old story - you can’t
keep snakes in your back-
yard and expect them only
to bite your neighbours.
Eventually, those snakes
are going to turn on who-
ever has them in the back-
yard.” “We asked very
specifically for greater co-
operation from the
Pakistani side to squeeze
the Haqqani network and
other terrorists because
we know that trying to
eliminate terrorists and
safe havens on one side of
the border is not going to
work,” Clinton had said.

World sees Pakistan as ‘epicentre’
of terrorism: EAM Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks at the UNSC briefing on ‘Global
Counterterrorism Approach: Challenges and Way Forward’, in New York.

Kyiv, Dec 16 (AP):

Russian forces launched
at least 60 missiles across
Ukraine on Friday, officials
said, reporting explosions
in at least four cities, in-
cluding Kyiv. At least two
people were killed by a
strike on a residential
building in central
Ukraine, where a hunt was
on for survivors.
Electricity and water serv-
ices were interrupted in
the capital and Ukraine’s
second-largest city,
Kharkiv. Thousands of
people sought shelter in
subway stations deep un-
derground during the bom-
bardment. The Kyiv city
administration said
Ukraine’s capital had with-

stood “one of the biggest
rocket attacks” launched
by Russian forces since
they invaded Ukraine near-
ly 10 months ago. The ad-
ministration said
Ukrainian air defence
forces shot down 37 of
“about 40” that entered the
city’s airspace. One person

was injured, it said.
Thudding blasts and gun-
fire from air-defense sys-
tems echoed across the
country as authorities on
social media reported ex-
plosions and missile
strikes in the city and
southern Kryvyi Rih,
s o u t h e a s t e r n

Zaporizhzhia, and north-
eastern Kharkiv. Air raid
alarms sounded across the
country, warning of a new
barrage of the Russian
strikes that have occurred
intermittently since mid-
October. Ukrainian Air
Force spokesman Yurii
Inhat told Ukrainian TV
that more than 60 missiles
had been fired, but it was-
n’t immediately clear how
many missiles the
Ukrainian army managed
to intercept. Ihnat said
Russian forces had fired
cruise missiles from posi-
tions in the Black Sea, and
used bomber aircraft as
part of an effort to “mas-
sively distract the attention
of the anti-aircraft defence,
keeping it in tension”.

Russia launches another major
missile attack on Ukraine

New York, Dec 16 (AP):
A California woman
pleaded guilty on
Thursday in connection
with her unwitting role in
a foiled plot to kidnap a
prominent Iranian opposi-
tion activist living in New
York City and take her
back to Tehran.

US prosecutors have not
accused Niloufar
Bahadorifar of participat-
ing in the plot to abduct
Masih Alinejad, a journal-
ist and vocal critic of the
Iranian government for its
treatment of women and
other issues.

But authorities said four
Iranians who plotted to
kidnap the activist paid an
American private investi-

gator to watch her used
Bahadorifar as a go-be-
tween. Bahadorifar plead-
ed guilty to a charge of
conspiracy to violate US
economic sanctions on
Iran by helping channel
money to the investigator.

Her lawyer, Jeffrey
Lichtman, told The New
York Times that
Bahadorifar was herself a
victim of a “cancerous”
Iranian regime.

“When Iran’s terrorist
leaders aren’t slaughter-
ing their own people,” he
said, “they’re travelling
the globe trying to kill
their critics, including the
despicable manipulation
of Ms. Bahadorifar by an
old family friend.”

Woman admits to 
unwittingly funding Iran

critic kidnap plot Ankara, Dec 16 (AP):

A bomb exploded on a
highway in Turkey as a
van carrying police offi-
cers drove past on Friday,
injuring nine of its pas-
sengers, government offi-
cials said.

Two people were de-
tained in connection with
the attack, which oc-
curred near the predomi-
nantly Kurdish-populated
city of Diyarbakir in
southeast Turkey, Interior
Minister Suleyman Soylu
said.

The bomb was placed
inside a parked vehicle
near a market selling live-
stock, according to the
Diyarbakir governor’s of-
fice.

Eight police officers and
a civilian were taken to

hospitals as a precaution
but were not in serious
condition, it said.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility
for the attack. Kurdish
militants have been be-
hind similar attacks in the
region in the past. Islamic
and leftist extremists have
also carried out bombings
in the country.

Last month, a bomb
blast in a bustling pedes-
trian street in Istanbul left
six people dead, including
two children. More than
80 others were wounded.

Turkey blamed the at-
tack on the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party,
or PKK, as well as Syrian
Kurdish groups affiliated
with it. The Kurdish mili-
tant groups denied in-
volvement.

Bomb attack in Turkey 
targets police van, injuring 9

Batang Kali (Malaysia),
Dec 16 (AP): A landslide
on Friday at a tourist
campground in Malaysia
left 16 people dead and au-
thorities said 17 others
were feared buried at the
site on an organic farm
outside the capital of
Kuala Lumpur. An esti-
mated 94 Malaysians were
believed to have been at
the campsite in Batang
Kali in central Selangor
state, around 50 kilome-
tres (31 miles) north of
Kuala Lumpur, when the
incident occurred, said
district police chief
Suffian Abdullah. He said
the death toll has risen to
16, including a five-year-
old boy. Seven people have

been hospitalised with in-
juries and rescuers were

searching for the estimat-
ed 17 missing people, he

said. Another 53 people
were rescued without
harm. Suffian said the vic-
tims had entered the area,
a popular recreational site
for locals to pitch or rent
tents from the farm, on
Wednesday. More than 400
personnel, including
tracking dogs, were in-
volved in the search and
rescue efforts. The
Selangor fire department
said firefighters began ar-
riving at the scene half an
hour after receiving a dis-
tress call at 2.24 am. The
landslide fell from the side
of a road from an estimat-
ed height of 30 metres (98
feet) and covered an area
of about three acres (1.2
hectare).

Landslide at Malaysia campground leaves 16 dead, 17 missing

Rescue team prepare equipments near the site of a
landslide at an organic farm in Batang Kali, Malaysia,
Friday, Dec. 16. Dozens of Malaysians were believed to
have been at a tourist campground in Batang Kali, outside
the capital of Kuala Lumpur, when the incident occurred,
said a district police chief. 

US puts 3 dozen more

Chinese companies

on trade blacklist

Bangkok, Dec 16 (AP):
The US Department of
Commerce is adding 36
Chinese high-tech compa-
nies, including makers of
aviation equipment, chem-
icals and computer chips,
to an export controls
blacklist, citing concerns
over national security, US
interests and human
rights.

The inclusion of the
companies in the trade
“Entity List” means that
export licenses will likely
be denied for any US com-
pany trying to do business
with them.

AArree  yyoouu  tthhee  oonnee  wwhhoo  lliivveess  oonn  
bbuurrggeerrss  oorr  ppaacckkaaggeedd  ffooooddss??  

Well, then it's time for you to check
your diet. These delicious food items
that you die for contain excess carbohy-
drates and unhealthy fats that are ex-
tremely dangerous for your health.
Most of these food items contain an ex-
cess of carbs, fats, added sugars and
salt. These items do not have sufficient
nutritional value. They only offer you
high calories that are harmful to the
body and its various organs.
Researchers have found that when most
of these food items were given to lab
animals, they yielded dangerous results,
offering negative nutritional value to
them. Prolonged exposure to these food
items can affect the health of the heart,
and gastrointestinal organs and lead to
obesity. Women today are managing
many spheres of life and this has also in-
fluenced some changes in their lifestyle.
There has been a change in overall eat-
ing habits of all due to the constraint of
time to prepare home-cooked food and
also work-related situation. Time con-
straint is also not allowing much time
for regular physical exercises. Junk food
has made its way into everyone's life
and women along with men are becom-
ing victims of many ill effects of junk
food on health. The bad effects of junk
food are both short-term and long-term,
and some are also irreversible.

In a few words, junk foods are creat-

ing havoc in the health and mental con-
dition of women. Physical illness is also
affecting the mind and other aspects of
life, family and relationships. Causes of
obesity: It is one of the most common
effects of junk food. Junk foods are full
of calories, sugars and fats that are the
main reasons for gaining weight.
Further, obesity leads to various issues
like joint pain, diabetes and various
heart ailments. So, it is important to cut
down on the intake of excess fast foods.

Induces learning and memory prob-
lems: If you take foods loaded with
sugar and fat, it may suppress the func-
tion of the brain which helps in learning.
This issue with junk food further has the
backing of a research study published in
the American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition. As per the study, the con-
sumption of excessive junk food caused
poor cognitive test results. The hip-
pocampus region of our brain is respon-
sible for learning and memory. Due to
an intake of foods loaded with sugars, a
sudden inflammation occurs in the hip-
pocampus region. This is one of the
harmful effects of junk food. Impacts on
the respiratory system: Fast food meals
are always high in calories. Now, calo-
ries lead to weight gain and obesity.
Obesity will give rise to respiratory
problems like shortness of breath and
asthma. This can also put pressure on
the lungs and heart. It is extremely diffi-
cult to breathe while walking, doing ex-
ercises, and climbing in such a situation.
Affects children's health: Junk food
items are adverse to a child's health.
Children are more prone to the such risk
of respiratory issues. As per a study,
children having fast food at least 3
times a week are more likely to suffer
from asthma.

Ill effects on skin: Previously, pizza
and chocolate have taken the entire
blame for acne. However, carbs are be-
hind such skin issues. Food items high in
carbs will cause blood sugar spikes,
which in turn may cause acne.

According to a study, adolescents and
children having fast food three times or
more in a week can develop eczema.
Eczema is a skin disease causing irritat-
ed patches of inflamed skin. Harmful ef-
fects on the central nervous system: As
per recent research and study, people
who have processed pastries and fast
food are 51% more likely to develop de-
pression than those not having such
foods or consuming a few of them. Fast
food is of negligible health benefits. In
the short run, it may satisfy hunger, but
the results are less favourable in the
long run. May impact the reproductive
system: The ingredients present in fast
food will create an impact on a woman's
fertility. As per a recent study,
processed food has phthalates.

NNooww,,  wwhhaatt  aarree  pphhtthhaallaatteess??  
These are chemicals that may dis-

rupt a body's hormonal activity.
Exposure to such high levels of chemi-
cals may cause various reproductive
problems, which include congenital dis-
abilities. Side effects on the skeletal
system: Fast food contains huge vol-
umes of carbs that may increase acids
in your mouth. Such acids may remove
tooth enamel. With the disappearance
of tooth enamel, bacteria may develop,
leading to the formation of cavities.
Intake of carbs may lead to obesity,
which in turn may impact muscle mass
and bone density. Thus, obese people
are prone to breaking bones.
Consuming food items with optimum
levels of carbs along with exercise can
strengthen bones. Kills appetite: One
may feel good about junk food as it fills
the stomach for long hours. However,
there is a catch! These eatables are rich
in carbs, which may affect your appetite
negatively. You may lose your appetite
subsequently. Thus, losing appetite is
one of the harmful effects of junk foods.
Causes digestive problems: Overeating
is one of the serious ill effects of fast
food. People may end up eating more
than what is required due to fluctuating

levels of blood sugar. It makes the brain
demand more quantity of food than
what is needed. Subsequently, there are
various problems with indigestion,
which adds up to the ill effects of the
consumption of junk food. Essential nu-
trients are keys to healthy growth and
development. Now, junk food lacks
basic nutrition too. Such unhealthy
habits and insufficient levels of nutrition
will affect the development of the brain
and various other parts of the body. As a
result, nutritionists do not favour intake
of processed foods in excess due to
their ill effects on a body's growth and
development. In conclusion, we know
that junk foods are tasty, affordable,
and convenient. This makes it hard to
limit the amount of junk food we eat.
However, if junk foods become a staple
of our diets, there can be negative im-
pacts on our health. We should aim for
high-fibre foods such as whole grains,
vegetables, and fruits; meals that have
moderate amounts of sugar and salt;
and calcium-rich and iron-rich foods.
Healthy foods help to build strong bod-
ies and brains. Limiting junk food intake
can happen on an individual level, based
on our food choices, or through govern-
ment policies and health-promotion
strategies. We need governments to
stop junk food companies from adver-
tising to young people, and we need
their help to replace junk food restau-
rants with more healthy options.
Researchers can focus on education and
health promotion around healthy food
options and can work with young peo-
ple to develop solutions. If we all work
together, we can help young people
across the world to make food choices
that will improve their short and long-
term health. Junk food may be the most
preferred food but definitely not the
healthiest. It is very important that you
know how much is too much for your
body. Consuming permissible amounts
accordingly on an occasional basis
should be the way to devour junk food.
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Messi-the legend
35-year old Lionel Andrés Messi,

also known as Lionel Messi, is one
of the world's greatest football
players who has won six FIFA
World Player of the Year awards.
He has announced that the FIFA
World Cup final will be his last
game for Argentina. Though the
World Cup football final will be
held on Sunday (December 18),
even then after the retirement an-
nouncement Messi said, "I feel
very happy to be able to achieve
this, to finish my World Cup jour-
ney by playing my last game in a
final." Against Croatia in the first
semifinal, Messi broke multiple
records. Like he is playing his
"record-equaling" fifth FIFA World
Cup in Qatar this year, will play the
FIFA World Cup final for the second
time in his career. In the semi-final
against Croatia, he first equaled
former Germany midfielder Lothar
Matthaus' record of appearing in
most World Cup matches (25). And
then, by scoring the opening goal
for Argentina, he broke his native's
striker Gabriel Batistuta's record of
scoring the most goals by an
Argentine player in FIFA World Cup
matches. Messi now has 11 goals
to his name in 25 matches. Not
only with goals, but also with as-
sists, Messi set a new record. He is
the first player in World Cup histo-
ry to score a goal and provide an
assist in the same game in four
matches. He has done this three
times in the ongoing World Cup
and once back in 2006 against
Serbia. Messi's decision of retire-
ment (if it final) may be slightly too
early. Historically, those who have
announced such plans have not
met the desired outcome. Great
player! True legend of the game,
we will miss his magic. But still all
the best to Messi. He deserves a
legendary farewell. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

United against China
While the ever-vigilant Indian

troops deserve kudos for thwarting
an attempt by the Chinese PLA to
unilaterally change the status quo
in the Yangtse area, it’s unfortu-
nate that opposition political par-
ties are seeing the latest border
skirmish as an opportunity to cor-
ner the Modi government. Instead
of standing united and taking
China to task for its yet another
pre-planned aggression at the LAC,
they are devising ways to find fault
with the government’s prepared-
ness to deal effectively therewith.

VViinnaayyaakk  GG,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Fit and active life
People have become more

health conscious and fitness is the
mantra of life these days, not only
for youngsters, but also grownups.
Consequently, gyms and yoga cen-
tres are flourishing like never be-
fore. However, it is important to be
aware of one’s stamina and health
issues before starting any form of
exercise. Being healthy does not
mean just having a fit body, it also
implies a healthy mind, which
plays a crucial role in our physical
well-being. A balanced and judi-
cious approach towards health and
fitness can help us lead a fit and
active life.

SSuummiittaa  KKaannwwaarr,,  YYaammuunnaannaaggaarr
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Artists wearing Kathakali costume at the opening ceremony of the Kochi Design Week, in Kochi, Friday, Dec. 16.

KATHAKALI COSTUME

D ata released earlier this week show that retail inflation dipped
below the RBI's upper tolerance level of 6 per cent for the first

time in 11 months in November on softening food price
index.Though the consumer price index (CPI) based retail inflation
declined to 5.88 per cent in November, experts still expect the
Reserve Bank to hike interest rates by another 25 basis points in its
February monetary policy review. The RBI, which takes into account
retail inflation for formulating monetary policy, had last week said
the worst of inflation is behind us, but there is no room for compla-
cency and hiked the benchmark policy rate by 35 basis points to
6.25 per cent. The central bank also said it will keep 'Arjuna's eye'
(keen focus) on the evolving inflation dynamics and projected infla-
tion to remain above 4 per cent for the next 12 months. The RBI can
certainly consider a pause in raising interest rates, given the fact
that in both food and fuel, the uncertainties from weather and war
make any predictions fool hardy. The RBI keeps a close watch on
CPI inflation, which is expected to remain above 6 per cent in
December. The wholesale price-based inflation fell to a 21-month
low of 5.85 per cent in November as prices of food, fuel and manu-
factured items softened. The WPI (wholesale price index) based in-
flation has been on a declining trend since May and came down to
single digit in October at 8.39 per cent. Experts say a high base of
last year and some easing in food prices also worked in favour of
the November 2022 wholesale price index coming inat its lowest
level since February 2021 when it was 4.83 per cent. Decline in the
rate of inflation in November 2022 is primarily contributed by fall in
prices of food articles, basic metals, textiles, chemicals & chemical
products and paper & paper products as compared to the corre-
sponding month of the previous year. Buoyed over the decline,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told Parliament that the gov-
ernment will work for the common man to further bring down infla-
tion. Her remarks came against the backdrop of inflation in food ar-
ticles in November pegged at 1.07 per cent against 8.33 per cent in
the previous month. Inflation in vegetables was (-)20.08 per cent-
during the month compared to 17.61 per cent inOctober. WPI infla-
tion continued to moderate in November with the base effect work-
ing in favour of  lower numbers. Within food, prices of  fruits, veg-
etables, especially tomato and potato, dragged down the prices.
However, there is an uptick in prices of wheat, pulses and milk prod-
ucts. With Russian federation re-joining the Black Sea Grain initia-
tive, wheat prices are expected to see some volatility in the coming
months. Core WPI softened to two-year low of 3.5 per cent in
November. As per WPI data, in the 'fuel and power' basket, inflation
was 17.35 per cent, while in manufactured products, it was 3.59 per-
cent in November. As of  now, RBI needs to pause on rate hikes.

Theodore J. Kury

E lon Musk's takeover of Twitter, and his controversial state-
ments and decisions as its owner, have fuelled a new wave of

calls for regulating social media companies. Elected officials and poli-
cy scholars have argued for years that companies like Twitter and
Facebook now Meta have immense power over public discussions
and can use that power to elevate some views and suppress others.
Critics also accuse the companies of failing to protect users' personal
data and downplaying harmful impacts of using social media. As an
economist who studies the regulation of utilities such as electricity,
gas and water, I wonder what that regulation would look like. There
are many regulatory models in use around the world, but few seem to
fit the realities of social media. However, observing how these mod-
els work can provide valuable insights. The central ideas behind eco-
nomic regulation safe, reliable service at fair and reasonable rates
have been around for centuries. The US has a rich history of regula-
tion since the turn of the 20th century. The first federal economic reg-
ulator in the US was the Interstate Commerce Commission, which
was created by the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887. This law re-
quired railroads, which were growing dramatically and becoming a
highly influential industry, to operate safely and fairly and to charge
reasonable rates for service. The Interstate Commerce Act reflected
concerns that railroads which were monopolies in the regions that
they served and provided an essential service could behave in any
manner they chose and charge any price they wanted. This power
threatened people who relied on rail service, such as farmers sending
crops to market. Other industries, such as bus transportation and
trucking, would later be subjected to similar regulation. In my view, a
more relevant regulatory model for social media might be the way in
which the US regulates electricity grid and pipeline operations. These
industries fall under the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and state utility regulators. Like these networks, social
media carries a commodity here it's information, instead of electrici-
ty, oil or gas and the public's primary concern is that companies like
Meta and Twitter should do it safely and fairly. In this context, regula-
tion means establishing standards for safety and equity. If a company
violates those standards, it faces fines. It sounds simple, but the prac-
tice is far more complicated. First, establishing these standards re-
quires a careful definition of the regulated company's roles and re-
sponsibilities. For example, your local electric utility is responsible for
delivering power safely to your home. Since social media companies
continuously adapt to the needs and wants of their users, establish-
ing these roles and responsibilities could prove challenging. Texas at-
tempted to do this in 2021 with HB 20, a law that barred social media
companies from banning users based on their political views. Social
media trade groups sued, arguing that the measure infringed upon
their members' First Amendment rights. A federal appellate court
blocked the law, and the case is likely headed to the Supreme Court.
Setting appropriate levels of fines is also complicated. Theoretically,
regulators should try to set a fine commensurate with the damage to
society from the infraction. From a practical standpoint, however,
regulators treat fines as a deterrent. If the regulator never has to as-
sess the fine, it means that companies are adhering to the estab-
lished standards for safety and equity. Congress writes the laws that
create regulatory agencies and guide their actions, so that's where
any moves to regulate social media companies will start. Since these
companies are controlled by some of the wealthiest people in the US,
it's likely that a law regulating social media would face legal chal-
lenges, potentially all the way to the Supreme Court. And the current
Supreme Court has a strong pro-business record. If a new law with-
stands legal challenges, a regulatory agency such as the Federal
Communications Commission or the Federal Trade Commission, or
perhaps a newly created agency, would have to write regulations es-
tablishing social media companies' roles and responsibilities. In doing
so, regulators would need to be mindful that changes in social prefer-
ences and tastes could render these roles moot.

WWrriitteerr  iiss  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  EEnneerrggyy  SSttuuddiieess,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  FFlloorriiddaa

What social media 
regulation could look like

RBI keeping ‘Arjuna’s
eye’ on inflation

The hidden impact of junk food and women’s health

Ajay Seth and Michael

Debabrata Patra

E nsuring access to financial
services, timely and adequate

credit for vulnerable groups such as
weaker sections and low-income
groups at an affordable cost is recog-
nized as a key driver of economic
growth and poverty alleviation the
world over. Access to formal finance
can boost job creation, reduce vulner-
ability to economic shocks and in-
crease investments in human capital.
Seven of the seventeen United Nations
Sustainable  Development Goals
(SDG) have financial inclusion as a key
enabler for improving the quality of
lives of poor and marginalized sections
of the society. 

In 2010, G20 countries endorsed a
Global Partnership for Financial
Inclusion (GPFI) to facilitate dialogue
on financial inclusion, focusing on un-
served and underserved individuals,
micro, small and medium enterprises.
In 2011, G20 leaders made a commit-
ment  to bring down the cost of remit-
tances. High-Level Principles (HLP) for
Digital Financial Inclusion (DFI) were
developed in 2016 as a guide to coun-
tries on their path to digital transfor-
mation. GPFI continues to focus on fa-
cilitating digital financial inclusion and

working towards providing op-
tions of finance to SMEs, while
addressing financial customer
protection and financial literacy
aspects. The drive towards fi-
nancial inclusion has been
unique for each country, condi-
tioned by national priorities, in-
stitutional capacity to imple-
ment reforms, evolution of fi-
nancial markets, payments in-
frastructure, financial capabili-
ty, and cultural beliefs that drive finan-
cial behaviour.  In India, policies for fi-
nancial inclusion include expansion of
bank branch networks to unserved
and underserved areas, credit flow to
sections of society that get excluded
by credit markets, launch of the Lead
Bank Scheme, promotion of Self-Help
Groups and Joint Liability Groups
(JLG), introduction of Kisan Credit
Cards (KCC) and Basic Savings Bank
Deposit Accounts (BSBDA), improving
last mile delivery through business
correspondents. A watershed moment
was the launch of the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) programme
for providing access to bank accounts
to every household and further to
every unbanked adult under the ex-
panded coverage. PMJDY was an-
nounced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his I-Day address on August

15, 2014. While launching the pro-
gramme on August 28, 2014, the PM
had described the occasion as a festi-
val to celebrate the liberation of the
poor from a vicious cycle. Taking this
initiative forward, the JAM (Jan Dhan,
Aadhaar and Mobile) trinity brought
about a major shift in the field of finan-
cial inclusion and enabled universali-
sation of digital payments in a conven-
ient, safe, secure, transparent, and af-
fordable manner. The resilience of the
JAM eco-system was tested during the
pandemic, when timely relief was pro-
vided to vulnerable sections through
direct benefit transfer (DBT) amount-
ing to Rs. 5.53 lakh crore across 319
government schemes spread over 54
ministries. Building on the JAM eco-
system, the country has made signifi-
cant strides in bridging the gender
gap. Deposit balances of women are

growing at a faster rate than
those of men  through the last
decade.  A National Strategy for
Financial Inclusion (NSFI) 2019-
24 and National Strategy for
Financial Education (NSFE):
2020-25 have been put in place
to provide a road map for coordi-
nated approach by all financial
sector regulators to ensure sys-
tem-wide financial inclusion, fi-
nancial literacy and consumer

protection. A Financial Inclusion (FI)
Index has been developed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) which
highlights the need for greater and
more focussed interventions on the
demand side of inclusion efforts for
improving the safe and secure usage
of financial services and improving the
quality of delivery of sustainable finan-
cial inclusion. India has been a fore-
runner in addressing the ‘last mile con-
nectivity’ problem by developing a
world class payment infrastructure,
leveraging digital infrastructure like
UPI, Aadhar, GSTN, Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC) and
Account Aggregators (AA) to facilitate
digital consent-based sharing of finan-
cial data for lending including cash
flow-based lending to micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs).
FinTech solutions integrating digitised

land records facilitate seamless credit
to farmers. Video based customer
identification process (V-CIP) has
been introduced to promote digital on-
boarding of customers. In order to pro-
mote responsible innovation, regulato-
ry sandbox cohorts for retail pay-
ments, cross-border payments and
MSME lending have been put in place
by the RBI.  Going forward, the trinity
consisting of UPI, e-KYC and AA is ex-
pected to usher in the next revolution
in the provision of customised and in-
clusive financial services.  Under
India’s G20 presidency from December
1, 2022, the country will strive to advo-
cate the importance of digital public
infrastructure (digital identity, digital
payment, and digital consent-based
sharing of data) in order to deepen the
financial inclusion ecosystem globally.
Digital innovations can play a signifi-
cant role in advancing financial inclu-
sion by addressing traditional barriers
to inclusion through reduction of
transaction costs and information
asymmetry, especially in the case of
disadvantaged groups such as MSMEs
and small and marginal farmers.  

((AAjjaayy  SSeetthh  iiss  SSeeccrreettaarryy,,  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff
EEccoonnoommiicc  AAffffaaiirrss,,  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  FFiinnaannccee

aanndd  DDrr..  MMiicchhaaeell  DD  PPaattrraa  iiss  DDeeppuuttyy
GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  RReesseerrvvee  BBaannkk  ooff  IInnddiiaa..))

Financial Inclusion – Journey So Far
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Sustainable
development

New Delhi: India is
the fastest growing
major economy in the
world and is all set to
achieve USD 5 trillion
GDP by 2024-25, Union
Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on
Friday. Addressing an
event organised by in-
dustry body FICCI,
Gadkari said the cen-
tral government is
aiming to boost
growth and employ-
ment to achieve sus-
tainable development.
The road transport
and highways minis-
ter said India will play
a key role in achieving
global Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) 2030. Gadkari
noted that India needs
to increase its exports
and reduce imports.

5G compatible 
New Delhi: Reliance
Jio 5G services are
now accessible on
Apple iPhone 12 and
newer models after
consumers install the
latest iOS update ver-
sion 16.2. The company
has started sending no-
tifications to cus-
tomers who are using
iPhone to upgrade
their device to access
the 5G service. "Your
iPhone is Jio True 5G
ready. Upgrade to the
latest software now,"
the notification says.
According to a compa-
ny source, Apple
iPhone 12 and newer
models iPhone 14, 13,
12 and SE 2022 will sup-
port Jio True 5G. "Your
iPhone will require a
software upgrade,
which will directly get
pushed to your device
from Apple.

Increasing X-ray
machines 

New Delhi: Civil avia-
tion minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Friday said in-
creasing the number
of X-ray machines for
baggage checks to 18
is a "major reason" for
easing congestion at
Terminal 3 of the
Delhi airport. In re-
cent weeks, the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in the
national capital has
been grappling with
congestion, resulting
in long waiting hours
for passengers and
many of them have
been complaining
about the situation on
social media.

MoU signing
Singapore:The Uttar
Pradesh government
has signed a number of
agreements with in-
vestors in Singapore
ahead of the UP Global
Investors Summit in
February, a state minis-
ter said here on Friday,
as he sought Singapore's
support for reaching a
USD 50 billion invest-
ment commitments tar-
get. UP Minister of Jal
Shakti and Flood
Control Swatantra Dev
Singh said that he re-
ceived a "very encourag-
ing response" from his
roadshows in Singapore
and Sydney to promote
the UPGIS.

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sithataman on
Friday indicated that her
forthcoming Budget will
continue to push growth
on the back of public
spending as she said it will
"follow the spirit" of earli-
er Budgets. Sitharaman,
scheduled to present her
fifth straight Budget on
February 1 for the fiscal
starting April, had un-
veiled a massive public
spending programme to
support the economy,
emerging out of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In the Budget, the fi-
nance minister had raised
capital expenditure by 35.4
per cent for the financial
year 2022-23 to Rs 7.5 lakh
crore to boost demand,
while the capex last year
stood at Rs 5.5 lakh crore.

"It is very inspiring and
motivating for me, espe-
cially at a time when we
are readying the next
budget for the country, a
budget which will follow

the spirit of the earlier
Budgets. We are going to
set the template, which
was set to earlier but fol-
low it and take it further
for India's next 25 years...,"

she said at an event here.
The GDP growth has
slowed in recent months
due to global headwinds
and rising interest rates
globally to control spi-
ralling inflation. This has
prompted some to seek a
further government push
to revive the growth rate.
The Budget 2023-24 will be
presented in the backdrop
of many institutions, in-
cluding the Reserve Bank,
slashing India's growth
forecast to 6.8 per cent or
so for the current fiscal.
The RBI projected the real
GDP growth for 2022-23 at
6.8 per cent, with the third
quarter at 4.4 per cent and
the fourth at 4.2 per cent.
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth is projected
at 7.1 per cent for the
April-June period of 2023-
24 and at 5.9 per cent for
the following quarter.

Budget this year to follow
spirit of earlier ones: FM 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addresses the 95th
Annual Convention and AGM of FICCI, in New Delhi, Friday, Dec. 16.

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Japanese car maker
Honda on Friday said it is
planning to increase
prices of its entire model
range by up to Rs 30,000
from January to partially
offset the impact of rising
input costs and prepare
products in compliance
with upcoming stricter
emission norms.

The company, which is
present in the country
through a wholly-owned
subsidiary, joins the likes
of market leader Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai, Tata
Motors, Mercedes-Benz,
Audi, Renault, Kia India
and MG Motor, who have
also made the year-end an-
nouncements to hike
prices from the next
month. "After assessing
the consistent increase in
the input cost of raw mate-
rials and upcoming regu-
latory requirements, we

will have to undergo a
price revision for our
products from January 23.
The increment will be in
the range of up to Rs 30,000
and vary from model to
model," Honda Cars India
Vice President (Sales and
Marketing) Kunal Behl
told PTI.

As per the second phase
of BS-VI emission regula-
tions, to be effective from
April 2023, vehicles will
need to have an onboard
self-diagnostic device to
monitor the real-time driv-
ing emission levels. The
device will constantly
monitor key parts for
meeting emission stan-
dards, such as catalytic

converter and oxygen sen-
sors, to keep a close watch
on emissions.
Additionally, in order to
control the level of fuel
burnt, the vehicles will
also carry programmed
fuel injectors, which
would control the timing
and amount of fuel inject-
ed into the petrol engine.
Even the semiconductors
used by the vehicle will
have to be upgraded to
monitor throttle, crank-
shaft positions, air intake
pressure, the temperature
of the engine and the con-
tent of the emissions from
the exhaust (particulate
matter, nitrogen oxide,
CO2, Sulphur), etc.

Honda to hike vehicle prices
by up to Rs 30,000 from Jan

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Countries across the
world are looking at India
as a trusted partner and
want to sign free trade
agreements with it after
its emergence as a strong
force in the world, Textile
Minister Piyush Goyal
said in the Rajya Sabha on
Friday. He said talks are
underway with the
European Union, Gulf
countries, Canada and the
United Kingdom for free
trade agreements (FTA)
and the FTAs with two de-
veloped economies of the
UAE and Australia will be
enforced in this year
alone. Replying to supple-
mentaries during the
Question Hour, the minis-
ter said it is true that in
last few years, Bangladesh
and Vietnam have made
progress in the field of cot-

ton textiles and garments.
Bangladesh is still the
least developed country
(LDC) and will remain so
till 2026 and because of
that it gets duty free access
in all world markets, he
noted. Similarly, Vietnam
has a FTA with the
European Union due to
which they get duty free
access to the big market
while our garments at-
tract 9 to 10 percent duty

in EU markets, he noted.
Due to this, Bangaldesh
and Vietnam benefitted
but we could not benefit
and the FTA agreement
with European Union
being discussed in 2013
could not happen, the min-
ister said.

Goyal said after the
prime minister's efforts,
India is emerging as a
strong force across the
world and once again the
world is keen to increase
trade with India and sign
FTAs. "I am happy to share
with you that in one year
alone, FTA with two devel-
oped countries - UAE and
Australia will be enforced.
With the UAE, the FTA has
come into force from May 1
this year, which is a record
time, and the FTA with
Australia will enter into
force from December 29 this
year," the minister said.

Countries eager to sign FTAs
with India: Goyal in RS

Mumbai, Dec 16: 

Hong Kong-based air-
line Cathay Pacific on
Friday said it will scale up
its flight services to and
from India, including on
Delhi and Mumbai routes,
to 14 services per week,
starting January next
year. From February, the
number of per week
flights to and from India
will go up to 15 from nine
at present, Cathay Pacific
said in a statement. The
full service carrier also an-

nounced it will operate an
Airbus A350-900 aircraft
on its Bangalore-Hong
Kong route, first time by
the airline in the country,
offering 280 seats, compris-
ing 38 in business, 28 in
premium economy and
the remaining 214 in econ-
omy class. Cathay Pacific
is set to increase the fre-
quency of its flight servic-
es from Mumbai and Delhi
to five and seven flights, re-
spectively, per week from
January onwards, the air-
line said.

Cathay Pacific to scale up
India flight services to 14

from next month New Delhi, Dec 16: 

The government has
slashed the windfall profit
tax levied on domestical-
ly-produced crude oil as
well as on export of diesel
and ATF following a de-
cline in global oil prices,
according to an official
order.

The levy on crude oil
produced by companies
such as Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC)
has been cut steeply to Rs
1,700 per tonne from Rs
4,900, the order dated
December 15 said. Crude
oil pumped out of the
ground and from below
seabed is refined and con-
verted into fuel like
petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

The government has
also cut the tax on export
of diesel to Rs 5 per litre
from Rs 8 and the same on
overseas shipments of

ATF to Rs 1.5 a litre from
Rs 5. The new tax rates are
effective from December
16. The reduction in tax
rates follows a 14 per cent
slump in global crude oil
prices since November.
India first imposed wind-
fall profit taxes on July 1,
joining a growing number
of nations that tax super
normal profits of energy
companies.

At that time, export du-
ties of Rs 6 per litre (USD
12 per barrel) each were
levied on petrol and ATF
and Rs 13 a litre (USD 26 a
barrel) on diesel. A Rs
23,250 per tonne (USD 40
per barrel) windfall profit
tax on domestic crude
production was also
levied. Export tax on
petrol has since been
scrapped. The tax rates
are reviewed every fort-
night based on average oil
prices in the previous two
weeks.

Windfall profit tax on crude slashed;
tax on diesel, ATF export cut

GREEN RIDE

Actor Milind Soman and Sanjiv Chadha, Managing Director & CEO, Bank of Baroda at
the launch the second edition of the “Green Ride”, an initiative to spread awareness
for clean air, in Mumbai, Friday, Dec. 16.

Bangalore, Dec 16: 

In line with its Customer-
First philosophy of en-
abling easy access to world-
class products and services
to its customers, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM) on
Friday announced the inau-
guration of its first region-
al stockyard at Faruknagar
in Haryana. Ensuring a
leaner and efficient distri-
bution network across the
region, the strategically lo-
cated stockyard will reduce
delivery time from the cur-
rent 6-8 days to a maximum
of two days for dealers in
Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttaranchal and Jammu &
Kashmir.This development
by TKM will also benefit
customers in the region
who will now have speedier

access to their favourite
Toyota vehicles as a region-
al stockyard will ensure de-
liveries in the shortest pos-
sible time to dealers, con-
sidering proximity and
availability to vast stock of
all Toyota vehicles. The
five-acre stockyard which
has a parking capacity of
900 vehicles,is the second
such for TKM, following the
launch of its first regional
stockyard in Guwahati in
2020. Commenting on the
inauguration, Mr. V.
Wiseline Sigamani,
General Manager, TKM,
said, “We are elated to an-
nounce the inauguration of

our first regional stockyard
in Haryana. The Northern
part of India is a very im-
portant market for us and
the strategic location at
Faruknagar, will further
enable us to cater to the cus-
tomer base in this market
with ease, keeping our ob-
jective of customer-first ap-
proach. As a pioneer in
green mobility solutions,
Toyota is leading the way
towards a better tomorrow
and has always put an em-
phasis on environmentally
sustainable solutions in
everything we do, be it ma-
terial sourcing, manufac-
turing, or sales & services.”

TKM announces inauguration
of its first Regional Stockyard

Mumbai, Dec 16: 

Reliance General Insurance
Company Ltd. (RGICL), one of
India’s leading Private General
Insurance Companies, launches
first of its kind premium health
insurance product – Reliance
Health Infinity Policy that offers
limitless benefits. This unique
product comes loaded with high
sum insured up to R 5 crores,
superior features like
MoreGlobal Cover, Maternity
Cover, OPD Cover, unlimited
restoration of sum insured, and
15 plus useful add-on benefits. It
also rewards customers for
being fit both financially and
physically by offering India’s
first Credit Score based discount
and BMI-based discount on the
premium. With the launch of this
top-of-the-line product, Reliance
General Insurance aims to
address the evolving and distinc-

tive medical requirements and
preferences of today’s aspiring,
affluent or elite customers who
are risk-averse and conscious
and want infinite benefits in
their health policy for maximum
protection. Reliance Health
Infinity Policy’s ‘more’ benefit
options – MoreGlobal,
MoreCover and MoreTime -
enable customers to meet their
health insurance requirements
without any compromise and
hassle. For instance, MoreGlobal
Cover, which is apt for globe-
trotters, offers emergency as
well as planned medical treat-
ment abroad along with air
ambulance and OPD facilities.
Thrilled about the launch, Mr.
Rakesh Jain, the Chief Executive
Officer, Reliance General
Insurance, said, “Today, a basic
health plan is just not sufficient
any more to ensure the protec-
tion one needs. 

Reliance Health Infinity Policy
offers high Sum Insured of Rs 5 cr

New Delhi, Dec 16:  

ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India (AM/NS India) –
a joint venture between
ArcelorMittal and Nippon
Steel – signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the National Skill
Development Corporation
(NSDC) to provide digital
skills training to more than
1600 young people across the
country.

The initiative aims to mo-
tivate young people from
four states – Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, and
Maharashtra –and equip

them with vocational skills
that will support their abili-
ty to secure and undertake
employment in roles such as
IT helpdesk attendant, and
data entry operator. This is
the second digital training
initiative by AM/NS Indiain
partnership with NSDC. An
initial programme, an-
nounced in August 2021, has
so far seen 556 out of a total
of 800candidates successful-
ly trained in a range of digi-
tal skills and will ensure at
least 70% placement in this
project. The success of the
programme has led to its re-
newal, with a target to dou-
ble the number of young
people who will benefit, as
well as larger catchment
areas, including
Kendrapara, Sundargarh,
Keonjhar and Dantewada.

This public-private part-
nership sits within the
framework of the Ministry
of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, with
AM/NS India providing fi-
nancial sponsorship for eli-
gible candidates to be
trained in the coming year
as part of the company’s
corporate social responsibil-
ity programme.

Mr. Shingo Nakamura,
Deputy Director-HR
&Admin, ArcelorMittal
Nippon Steel India (AM/NS
India), said: “We are pleased
to extend our partnership
with NSDC on this impor-
tant initiative to equip
young people across the
country with skills that will
help them secure employ-
ment and a path to econom-
ic prosperity”

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
India collaborates with NSDC
̈ To provide digital

training for young
people nationwide

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday asked Indian indus-
try to work out strategies as
to how businesses operating
in developed countries can
look at India as a produc-
tion or sourcing hub amid
recession fears in the west-
ern countries. India has
brought in a lot of facilita-
tion and tweaking of rules
to attract foreign invest-
ment into India and is also
engaging with industries
who want to co-locate in the
country, the minister said.
"As much you are preparing
yourself for a long-drawn
recession in the Western
world, in the developed
world, I think it is also the

best time for you to work
out strategies for drawing
those manufacturers from
there to India. "Even as they
are headquartered there, it
might be useful for them to
think of sourcing many
things from here and pro-
ducing from here at least for
markets in this part of the
globe," Sitharaman said at
an event here. She said the
suspected long-drawn reces-
sion, which is likely to affect
Europe, is not just going to
affect exports by Indian
businesses. "(But) it gives an
opportunity for many of the
investments which are
there, which are now look-
ing for a different place
from where activities can
continue to happen," she
noted.

Work out strategies to draw
global manufacturers to

India: FM to industry

Markets skid for
2nd day as global

rate hikes dampen
sentiment

Mumbai, Dec 16: 

The BSE Sensex spiralled lower
for the second straight session
on Friday, in lockstep with
other global markets after a
host of central banks hiked
interest rates and indicated
more policy tightening to cool
inflation even at the cost of
economic growth. A weakening
rupee amid foreign fund out-
flows further crimped risk
appetite. The 30-share BSE
benchmark tumbled 461.22
points or 0.75 per cent to settle
at 61,337.81. The broader NSE
Nifty declined 145.90 points or
0.79 per cent to end at 18,269.
Dr Reddy's was the top laggard
in the Sensex pack, shedding
3.62 per cent, followed by
M&M, Asian Paints, TCS, SBI,
Titan, PowerGrid and Wipro.
Only four counters mustered
gains -- HDFC Bank, HUL,
Nestle India and Tata Steel, ris-
ing up to 0.49 per cent. 

Nayanthara’s 
‘Connect’ to now

release in Hindi as well

A
s the Nayanthara-starrer Tamil film 'Connect'
gears up for its December 22 release, the mak-
ers of the film have decided to release its

Hindi version looking at the response from all
around. The film marks the second collaboration of
director Ashwin Saravanan with Nayanthara, after
'Maya'. Aswhin has also worked with Taapsee

Pannu in 'Game Over' and has a strong grip on the
horror-thriller genre. Talking about the develop-
ment, producer Vignesh Shivan, who is

Nayanthara's husband, shared, "The audience is
appreciating the work of Nayanthara in the north

and since the topic is widely relatable to the masses
we are planning to release the film in Hindi post its re-
lease in Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam. " He men-
tioned, "It is yet another amazing horror film by our
director Ashwin who is the best in this genre. His pre-
vious films, 'Maya' and 'Game Over' were both
watched by the Hindi belt audience and garnered im-

mense love and we are sure that 'Connect' will also
receive the same response". Produced by Vignesh

Shivan under Rowdy Pictures, 'Connect' stars
Sathyaraj, Anupam Kher, and Vinay Rai. The

film is written by Ashwin Saravanan and
Kaavya Ramkumar.

Bollywood star Ranveer Singh
has opened up about shoot-

ing a scene of getting an elec-
tric shock in the film 'Cirkus'.

He shares that the film direc-
tor Rohit Shetty made him

do the rehearsals repeated-
ly so as to make it look
realistic. He says: "Rohit
Sir made me rehearse the

scene way before we start-
ed shooting, to perfect the

reaction of a person getting
electrified. We rehearsed so
much that our scenes look very
natural and are not overdone. It
is not a situation where you can
take real-life experience and
perform." Ranveer made his
acting debut with 'Band Baaja
Baaraat', and later did films
such as 'Lootera', 'Goliyon Ki
Raasleela Ram-Leela', 'Bajirao
Mastani ', 'Simmba', among oth-
ers and he also hosted the TV
show 'The Big Picture'.
He shares further how he tried
his best to bring perfection to
the scene: "One can't just go
and grab an electric wire to
understand the reaction. I
have tried to do it my way and
there are a few special
effects added by Rohit Sir to

make it look more real."
'Cirkus' is a comedy-drama
directed by Rohit Shetty, with
Ranveer Singh playing the dou-
ble role. Ranveer heaps praise
on Rohit's direction and adds:
"Rohit Sir's films are made for
big screens and one can witness
the visual spectacle through
'Cirkus'. The film will surely
leave everyone in splits."
Ranveer Singh, Jacqueline
Fernandes, Pooja Hegde, Varun
Sharma, Ashwini Kalsekar,
Sulbha Arya, Vrajesh Hirjee, Anil
Charanjeet, Vijay Patkar,
Siddharth Jadhav, Tiku Talsania,
and director Rohit Shetty will
appear on 'The Kapil Sharma
Show' to promote their movie
'Cirkus'. 'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

ACROSS

1. Gallop or trot

5. Walk nervously

9. Break

14. Burn-soothing plant

15. Golf club

16. Manly

17. Cleaned (clothes)

19. Tennessee ____ Ford

20. Declared

21. Foreigners

22. Playthings

23. Pottery oven

24. Crunchy

27. Tethered

29. Munitions, for short

33. Conducted

34. Visualize

35. Downpour

36. Band instrument

38. Burn with hot water

40. Tentacles

41. Auction off

42. Savings plan (abbr.)

43. "____ Hard" (Willis film)

44. Besides

45. Twitches

47. Proclamation

49. Talkative

51. Tennis's ____ Sampras

53. Stress

56. Round table knight

60. Mortgages

61. Santa's address (2 wds.)

62. Legislate

63. Fragrant flower

64. At all times

65. Is bold

66. Mimic

67. Bright sign

DOWN

1. Party

2. Woe is me!

3. Certain debts

4. Articles of faith

5. Religious devotion

6. Nab

7. College woman

8. Culmination

9. Odor

10. Tomato sauce

11. Teen skin problem

12. Leg part

13. Garden tools

18. Let fall

21. Assisted

23. Boat bottom

24. Shut

25. Revolt

26. Pagan gods

28. Author ____ Asimov

30. ____ Gras

31. Imitate

32. Start

37. Refinement

38. Certain protest (hyph.)

39. Infant's bed

46. Thinly distributed

47. Engrave

48. Intensify

50. Shopping aids

52. Join in

53. Snow coaster

54. Singer ____ Turner

55. Bring up

56. Pilot's stunt

57. Cherish

58. Toast topping

59. Gull's kin

61. Gun owners' org.
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Ranveer Singh

reveals how he

shot scene of

getting electric

shock in ‘Cirkus’ A
nupama Chopra
brought to the
table Kamal

Haasan, SS Rajamouli,
Lokesh Kanakaraj,
Swapna Dutt, Prithviraj
Sukumaran and
Gautham Vasudev Menon
for an invigorating dis-
cussion in Chennai.

These directors and
producers who are the
names behind some of
2022’s biggest and most
successful films dissected
what goes into making a
mass entertainer, how
they created some of the
most iconic visuals in
their films, how they
measure risk and the
scenes which gave them
sleepless nights.

RRR director SS
Rajamouli spoke on why
Hindi Cinema could be
languishing at the mo-
ment. “When the corpo-
rates started coming into
Hindi cinema and started
paying high fees, the
hunger to succeed came
down. Here in the South

we didn’t have that - you
have to swim or you are
going to sink. I hope we
don’t get complacent
now,” SS Rajamouli said.

Prithviraj Sukumaran
went on to add that he be-
lieves this is just a phase.
He said, “Not too long ago
we in the South wondered
how Bollywood was able

to open such huge over-
seas markets. So this I
truly believe is a phase
and it’ll take one big film
like Pathan that’s fol-
lowed up with another hit
that will change the nar-
rative.” Kamal Haasan
addressed questions on
playing his age in
Vikram. The actor said,

“I’ve always believed ac-
tors should play their age.
I was dying to stop run-
ning around trees. Being
young is a stage in life, so
you depict that if you’re
suitable for that. There is
always a younger genera-
tion to take up that role
after you.”

SS Rajamouli also

talked about a film that he
was hugely envious of -
“There’s one shot in
Vikram at the end when
Kamal sir is walking to-
wards the camera and
starts chewing gum. I was
like damn this has to be
mine not some Lokesh
Kanagaraj’s.”

The conversation then
veered to their dreams
and goals for the coming
years. Prithviraj
Sukumaran said, “I want
to do for the Malayalam
film industry what
Rajamouli Sir did for the
Telugu film industry. I
want to be able to create
something that gives all of
us the guts and the belief
to dream big and put con-
viction behind our vi-
sion.”

Kamal Haasan added,
“Indian cinema will be-
come world cinema. Now
it will be our time and for
that all of us have to hum-
ble ourselves. If we have
to walk that far we have to
walk together.”

Filmmakers come together for first-ever
pan-India Filmmakers’ Adda

A
ctress Bhumi
Pednekar through her
choice of roles, picked

to play heroines who do not
shy away from proclaiming
that they are equal to a man.

"I have always believed
that cinema can be a power-
ful tool to showcase strong,
independent and fiercely pro-
gressive women on screen.
My journey in cinema is a
living example of this be-
cause I have consciously cho-
sen films that present the
woman of today, a woman
who other women can con-
nect with and relate to," says
Bhumi. She adds, "Dum Laga
Ke Haisha, Badhaai Do,
Toilet: Ek Prem Katha, Lust
Stories, Sonchiriya, Saand Ki
Aankh, Bala, Shubh Mangal
Saavdhaan, Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitaare and
now Govinda Naam Mera, I
have always been inclined to
play women who have'nt
compromised on their
dreams and wishes and stood
up against patriarchy."

Bhumi adds, "I love play-
ing women who challenge
the status quo in society and
change the lens on gender. I
love playing women who are
equal to men. I would like
this to be my small contribu-
tion to Indian cinema and my
calling card. I want that,
through my body of work, I
loudly speak about the need
for equality."

Bhumi
Pednekar: 

I love playing
women who
are equal to

men

"B
lurr" has man-
aged to capti-
vate the audi-

ences with its edged
darkness and nifty
drama. Audiences are
pouring rave reviews.
Amidst the applauses,
Echelon Productions
headed by Vishal Rana
are all set to take the au-
diences for an entertain-
ing ride in 2023 with two
major releases.

'Blurr' has been gar-
nering rave responses by
the audiences as well as
the critics. Apart from
this, Vishal Rana affirms
his dedication to provide
world-class entertain-
ment in his upcoming
projects. He adds,
"Heartiest congratula-
tions to the entire team of
'Blurr.' I am elated over
the response that our
film is garnering. 2022 is
definitely ending on a

high note for us! We, at
Echelon Productions, are
committed towards pro-
viding best-in-class cine-
ma that caters to the
masses globally. Shall
share more about our up-
coming projects in the
coming months."

His next action come-
dy is in association with
Aneez Bazmee and shall
go on the floors next year.
Meanwhile, Vishal Rana
is also spearheading and
taking the globally ac-
claimed action franchise
The 'Transporter' for-
ward besides a massy en-
tertainer into the comedy
genre with  Aneez
Bazmee. Vishal Rana is
elated over Blurr's amaz-
ing response from the au-
dience, looking forward
to entertain masses with
big releases in 2023 in-
cluding action comedy
with Aneez Bazmee.

Vishal Rana elated over
Blurr’s amazing

response from audience

'Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho'
actor Hiten Paintal says that

social media following and presence
is given a lot of importance today,
which is not right. "Nowadays,
people look at your social media
to give you work which is ridicu-
lous. I really don't understand
this. People are supposed to see
talent to cast actors and not so-
cial media. It's sad for those
people who get hope and later
on find it impossible. There's a
lot of hard work and passion to

it," he says. He adds: "I think peo-
ple want content. Sometimes

when I check social media, it makes
me think of why would people even do

such things. I have seen some big celebri-
ties making some hilarious reels. I feel
very weird to see Top 10 actresses do
such weird things. Maybe they would
want to be seen."

Hiten Paintal: People are
supposed to see talent to

cast actors, not social media
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Doha, Dec 16 (AP):

After a mesmerising
month of upsets, when
several brash outsiders
threatened soccer's status
quo, the World Cup final
will have a familiar feel on
Sunday when two of the
sport's super-heavy-
weights go toe to toe, each
seeking a third title.

It seems a long time ago
that Argentina were on
the wrong side of statisti-
cally the biggest shock in
tournament history when
Saudi Arabia beat them,
and France, even with a
shadow team, were em-
barrassed by Tunisia.

Argentina recovered to
top their group, had a
nervous finale before see-
ing off Australia 2-1 in the
last 16, then blew a 2-0 lead
in the 10th minute of
quarter-final stoppage
time against the
Netherlands before com-
ing through on penalties.

They really found their
rhythm against Croatia,
sweeping aside a team

who had just knocked out
Brazil, to march into the
final on high.

France looked the best
side in the tournament in
their first two group
games and recovered from
the Tunisia blip to turn on
the style while beating
Poland 3-1.

They were tested to the
limit by England in a
high-quality quarter-
final, where their clinical
finishing proved the dif-
ference in a 2-1 win, and
though they created little
and had to do a lot of de-
fending in the 2-0 semi-
final win over Morocco,
they always looked like
they were coming
through.

Of course, absolutely
nothing that has hap-
pened in the previous six
games will matter for the
team who triumphs in
their seventh at the
88,000-capacity Lusail
Stadium.

The storyline under-
pinning the match for
most of the world is

whether Lionel Messi
can get his hands on the
trophy in his fifth at-
tempt to finally lift him-
self up alongside, never
above, Diego Maradona
in the hearts of his na-
tion.

If he has not quite car-
ried the team emotional-
ly in the way Maradona
did to his country's sec-
ond title in 1986, the 35-
year-old Messi has cer-
tainly delivered magical
moments on the pitch,
often in key periods.

The final will mark his
26th World Cup appear-
ance, more than any
other player, as the stars
are seemingly aligning
for the mini-maestro.

Sport, however, has a
tendency not to follow the
script, which is why bil-
lions have been tuning in
around the world as the
likes of Japan, South
Korea, Croatia and
Morocco refused to ac-
cept their assigned "sup-
porting actor" roles and
left Germany, Belgium,

Spain and Brazil exiting
early, stage left.

And, of course, nobody
in the French team or
coaching staff will be
about to sign up to join
the cult of Messi, a player
who attracts fans by the
millions worldwide, re-
gardless of who he is
playing for.

Their uncompromising
defenders, who have not
conceded an open-play
goal in the knockout
rounds, know they must
be at their physical and
mental peak for every sec-
ond against a player who
so often appears to have
drifted out of a game only
to suddenly explode into
life with often devastat-
ing consequences.

France also know that
in the rapier thrusts of
Kylian Mbappe, the old-
school centre-forward in-
stincts of Olivier Giroud
and the creative wander-
ings of Antoine
Griezmann they have
their own formidable ar-
moury.

Messi’s final game will crown Argentina or France, Kings

Chattogram, Dec 16 (PTI):

Shubman Gill scored his
maiden Test century while
Cheteshwar Pujara finally
ended a four-year wait for
his 19th hundred as India
set Bangladesh a stiff vic-
tory target of 513 runs on
the third day of the series-
opener here Friday.

For the second day in
succession, Bangladesh
were completely outplayed
as Kuldeep Yadav's career-
best 5 for 40 helped India
dismiss the hosts for a pal-
try 150 in just 55.5 overs.

With nearly three days
at their disposal and a lead
of 254, India captain KL
Rahul decided against en-
forcing the follow-on as
Gill (110) and Pujara (102
not out) took full advan-
tage of a toothless
Bangaldesh attack that
also missed its lead pacer
Ebadot Hossain due to a
back-injury.

The moment Pujara ex-
orcised the ghosts of the
last four years with the
completion of his fastest
Test hundred, skipper
Rahul declared the Indian
second innings closed at
258 for 2.

At stumps, Bangladesh
were 42 for no loss on a
track where a lot of balls
are indeed keeping low but
the pitch hasn't shown con-
siderable wear and tear.
The hosts still require 471
runs to win the match.

However to bat for 180

overs over two days will be
an improbable task for the
Bangladesh batting line-up
against the Indian bowling
line-up. Stand-in skipper
Rahul, who holed out at
the fine leg boundary off a
well-laid short ball trap by

Khaled Ahmed (1/52 in 13
overs), would rue that he
missed a chance to get a
big score under his belt.

However Gill, blessed
with gift of exquisite tim-
ing, pounced on a depleted
Bangladesh attack, hitting

10 boundaries and three
sixes -- one off pacer
Khaled and one each of
Litton's part-time spin and
Mehidy Hasan Miraz after
reaching his three-figure
mark.

Gill's attacking batting
also allowed Pujara to take
his time at the beginning.
He accelerated towards the
back-end of the Indian in-
nings as he had 13 bound-
aries to show for his ef-
forts.

But there could be no de-
bate about which innings
would be rated higher in
terms of aesthetics. It cer-
tainly would be 23-year-old
Punjab man, who at times
would give a languid vibe
in his effortless strokeplay.

Buoyed by his 90 in the
first innings, Pujara was a
picture of supreme confi-
dence and this Bangladesh
attack never had the
wherewithal to dismiss
him with literally no score-
board pressure on India.

While his first fifty came
off 87 balls, he raced to his
next 50 in just 43 balls, an-
swering anyone and every-
one who keep on question-
ing his intent. If the first 50
runs had five fours, the sec-
ond was laced with eight
boundaries as he added 113
runs for the second wicket
with Gill. The relief was
palpable when he hit
Taijul Islam for a bound-
ary and got a warm hug
from Virat Kohli (19 not
out) at the other end.

Gill, Pujara tons and Kuldeep
five-for put India in control

India’s Cheteshwar Pujara (L) celebrates after scoring a century
with Virat Kohli during the third day of the first cricket Test match
between Bangladesh and India at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong on December 16.

Chattogram, Dec 16 (PTI):

It was indeed a "spe-
cial feeling" to
score his maiden
Test hundred but
young Shubman
Gill admitted that it
took a long time (12 Tests) to
achieve the coveted land-
mark.

Gill on Friday smashed
110 off 152 balls in India's
second innings in the open-
ing Test against Bangladesh
to register his maiden Test
ton. Gill, playing his 12th
Test, and Chesteshwar
Pujara (102 not out off 130)
powered India to 258 for 2 de-
clared, setting Bangladesh a
daunting victory target of
513. At stumps on day three,
Bangladesh were 42 for no
los, still needing 471 runs for
a win.

"I personally thought it
(maiden Test century) took
a long time to come for me.
Today it was all about get-
ting the difficult situation
out of the way," Gill told
broadcasters 'Sony Liv' after

the end of day's play.
"(The century) Means a

lot to me, my family and my
friends who have supported
me. Special moment for any
player - getting the maiden
century here means a lot to
me," Gill said after achiev-
ing the feat in his 22nd Test
innings. Gill smashed 10

boundaries and
three sixes during

his entertaining
knock. Asked if he was

nervous after reaching
90, he said: "There weren't

any different thoughts
(while batting in the 90s).

For me, it was about playing
according to the field and
then be able to score runs."

Gill said adopting an at-
tacking approach was in-
stinctive. He said pacing the
innings was key to success.

"It was very instinctive (to
hit a couple of boundaries
and get to the milestone).
When the bowler came
round the wicket, there was
gap between third man and
point. I hadn't played there
during the whole innings.

"And once the field came
in, I went over the fielders.
When lunch happened, I
was batting around 13.
When I'd faced 100 balls, I
was 70-odd, it's about pacing
the innings. You got to know
when to attack as a batter,"
the 23-year-old right-hander
said.

Gill admits maiden ton took
a long time coming

Ranchi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Domestic stalwart Jalaj
Saxena returned with a
match haul of nine wick-
ets while debutant off-
spinner Vaisakh
Chandran claimed a sec-
ond innings five-for as
Kerala beat Jharkhand by
85 runs in their Ranji
Trophy Group C match
here on Friday.

After the impressive fig-
ures of 5/75 in the first in-
nings, the 36-year-old
medium pacer returned
with 4/56 in the second
essay. It complemented
Chandran's splendid show
of 5/57 as Jharkhand fold-
ed for 237 in 61.2 in their
tall chase of 323.

It was the 26-year-old off-
spinner who ripped the
Jharkhand top-five and re-
duced them to 102/5 inside
27 overs to derail their
chase early on. In-form

India batter Ishan Kishan,
who scored a century in
the first essay, opened the
innings for Jharkhand in
their big chase.

However, Chandran had
his say and revelled on the
fourth day wicket, first in-
flicting a double blow in
Kishan (22) and Kumar
Suraj (0) within the span of
three deliveries.

Continuing his assault,
Chandran cleaned up the
other Jharkhand opener
Nazim Siddiqui (17), and
dismissed Saurabh
Tiwary (37) and Utkarsh
Singh (0) in four deliveries
en route to his splendid
figures of 17-1-57-5.

Thereafter, Saxena, the
Ranji veteran made his
presence felt removing
skipper Virat Singh (32)
and Shahbaz Nadeem (0)
in successive deliveries to
further compound
Jharkhand's misery.

Brisbane, Dec 16 (AP):

The Sandpapergate scan-
dal that rocked Australian
cricket in 2018 is still the
main conversation driver
ahead of the national team's
first test series against
South Africa since that acri-
monious tour.

Even for Dean Elgar, who
scored an unbeaten century
for South Africa in that 2018
test match in Cape Town
where Australian fielder
Cameron Bancroft was
caught by TV cameras
roughing up the ball with
sandpaper hidden in his
pants, the ball tampering
saga still overshadows his
contribution with the bat in
that match. He'll be leading
South Africa on Saturday for
the first Test at the Gabba,
which has been something
of a fortress for Australian
cricket in the last three
decades. Asked Friday about
the spiteful atmosphere of
that 2018 series, Elgar con-
signed it to history and said
he hoped the three-match se-

ries in Australia "hopefully
it's played in a good spirit."

"There will be moments
no doubt where there's going
to be a few feisty encounters
(but) hopefully it doesn't
reach the stage that we expe-
rienced in 2018," Elgar said.
"What's happened in the past
has happened. There's no
grudges." He said his South
Africa squad didn't need it
for motivation ahead of a se-
ries involving the top two
ranked teams in the World
Test Championship.

If the Australian team has
"got added issues with re-
gards it, then that's their
thing," the 35-year-old open-
er said. "My team . . . we
haven't spoken about it once.
That's history for us."

Smith and Warner are
back in the Australian line-
up which is now led by Pat
Cummins, who was in the
bowling in that match.
Smith led Australia in a 419-
run win over West Indies in
Adelaide last weekend in the
injury-enforced absence of
the captain.

Karachi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Former Pakistan captain
and one of their premier
batters Azhar Ali has decid-
ed to retire from Test cricket
after the third and final
match of the ongoing series
against England starting
here on Saturday. The 37-
year-old Azhar has so far
scored 7097 runs from 96
Tests at an average of 42.49.
He has 19 centuries and 35
fifties to his credit with un-
beaten 302 against West
Indies in a day-night game
being his highest score in
the format. He also has eight
Test wickets to his name.

Azhar Ali set to
retire from Test

cricket after
England series

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur on
Friday said he is confi-
dent about India finishing
on the podium in next
month's FIH Men's
Hockey World Cup, saying
the new-found spirit and
self belief will work won-
ders for the hosts in mar-
que tournament.

The World Cup will be
jointly hosted by
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year.

"India is fully prepared
and ready to take up the
challenge from all other
15 teams. I feel India is
ready to become world
champion once again. I
am sure the way the
Indian team is preparing,
with the new spirit and
self belief, we are going to
do extremely well in the
World Cup and in Paris
Olympics," Thakur told

reporters after unveiling
the World Cup trophy
here.

India last won the
World Cup 47 years ago in
the 1975 edition in Kuala

Lumpur.
"I am happy and de-

lighted to unveil the pres-
tigious trophy and I am
sure we are going to see a
great tournament,"

Thakur said.
"India will host the

tournament in the best
possible manner and I
have full faith that like the
1975 World Cup, our
Indian team will do every-
thing possible to win the
2023 World Cup so that the
new generation remem-
bers the achievement."

Zafar Iqbal, a member
of the 1980 Olympic gold
medallist team, said India
are one of the favourites
to lift the trophy.

"We have now got into
the upper level and there
is no doubt about that. We
have the power and skills
to take on the powerful
Germany, Australia,
Belgium and
Netherlands. The four-
five top teams are equally
good. India has made a
mark in the Olympics by
winning the bronze
medal. India has the po-
tential to win the trophy,"
Iqbal told PTI.

Sports Minister, hockey legends confident

of India’s good showing in hockey WC

Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur with hockey legend Ajit Pal
Singh holds the trophy of 2023 Men's FIH Hockey World Cup dur-
ing its unveiling ceremony at the Major Dhyan Chand National
Stadium in New Delhi, Friday, Dec. 16.

Sandpapergate still overshadows
Australia vs South Africa

Kerala secure away
win vs Jharkhand

Kerala Cricket team celebrate the dismissal of Jharkhand player
during the fourth day of Ranji cricket match between Jharkhand
and Kerala, at Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) in
Ranchi, Friday, Dec. 16.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The right to personal
liberty is a "precious and
an inalienable right" and
by attending to grievances
alleging its violation the
Supreme Court performs
its "plain constitutional
duty, obligation and func-
tion; no more and no less",
a bench led by Chief
Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud-led said on
Friday. The observation
came two days after Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the Supreme Court should
not be hearing "bail appli-
cations and frivolous PILs"
when pendency of cases is
so high.

"What are we here for if
we do not listen to our con-
science?" the bench, also
comprising Justice P S
Narasimha, said while
dealing with the plea of a
man from Uttar Pradesh

called Iqram who was to
suffer a jail term of 18
years in nine minor cases
of theft of electrical equip-
ment of the state electrici-
ty department. No case is
small for the Supreme
Court, the bench said.

The top court set aside
an Allahabad High Court
order and directed that
Iqram's jail term of two
years each in nine cases
would run concurrently
instead of successively. It
was irked that neither the
trial court nor the high
court took note of the
"miscarriage of justice"
and set things right.

"The right to personal
liberty is a precious and
an inalienable right recog-
nised by the Constitution.
In attending to such griev-
ances, the Supreme Court
performs the plain consti-
tutional duty, obligation
and function; no more and

no less," the bench said. If
the courts were not to do
so, it said, a serious mis-
carriage of justice of the
nature which has emerged
in the present case would
be allowed to persist and
the voice of citizens whose
liberty has been abrogated
would not receive any at-
tention. The history of the
apex court would indicate
that it is in the seemingly
small routine matters in-
volving grievances of citi-
zens that issues of impor-
tance both in jurispruden-
tial and constitutional
terms emerge, it said.

"The intervention by
this court to protect the
liberty of citizens is hence
founded on sound consti-
tutional principles embod-
ied in Article 136 (special
powers to grant relief
under the Constitution),"
the CJI said. "If we do not
act in matters of personal

liberty and grant relief,
then what are we doing
here...We will be acting in
breach of Article 136 () if
we do not act in the matter
of personal liberty."

The apex court exists "to
hear to the cry of such pe-
titioners" and the judges
burn the midnight oil for
such cases and see that
there are more such mat-
ters, it observed. Granting
the relief, the bench said
the facts of the present
case provided another in-
stance, a glaring one, indi-
cating a justification for
the top court to exercise its
jurisdiction as "a protector
of fundamental right to
life and personal liberty
inherent in every citizen".

Iqram was put to trial in
the nine FIRs relating to
incidents involving the
theft of electrical equip-
ment of the Uttar Pradesh
electricity department.

SC says personal liberty is precious,
inalienable right, no case is small
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Indian and Kazakhstani army personnel take part in the 6th edition of the Joint Exercise ‘Kazind’ 2022, in Umroi,
Meghalaya, Friday.

JOINT EXERCISE

Sukesh reiterates giving 
Rs 60 cr to AAP minister Jain 
before LG-appointed panel

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar in state-
ment to a committee con-
stituted by LG VK Saxena
has reiterated his charge
of paying money to AAP
minister Satyendar Jain
for protection in jail and
getting a Rajya Sabha
berth, official sources said
on Friday. No immediate
reaction was available
from the Delhi govern-
ment or the Aam Aadmi
Party over the issue.

Earlier, the party lead-
ers had dismissed
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r ' s
charges saying he was
speaking like a BJP
spokesperson and that he
would join the party after
coming out of jail.

The three-member com-

mittee headed by the prin-
cipal secretary (Home) of
Delhi government was
constituted to inquire into
the allegations made by
Chandrashekhar against
AAP leaders, including
Jain, who is in Tihar jail
in a money laundering
case registered by the
Enforcement Directorate.

The committee mem-
bers met Chandrashekhar
in Mandoli jail and record-
ed his statement on
November 14-15, sources
said. As per a report sub-
mitted by the committee,
Chandrashekhar reiterat-
ed his charge of giving Rs
60 crore to Satyendar Jain
Rs 50 crore for securing a
Rajya Sabha seat from
AAP and Rs 10 crore as
"protection money."

He has also claimed to

have paid Rs 12.50 crore to
the then Director General
(Prison), Sandeep Goel, it
said. "He told the commit-
tee that he had all the
Whatsapp chats between
him and Jain confirming
amount of money, its time
of delivery and location,
and he would provide this
evidence if needed by
probe agencies," sources
said.

The conman also
claimed talking to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal through Jain's
phone to confirm delivery
of installments of money
paid by him. He claimed
that Kejriwal, with Jain
and Kailash Gahlot, was
present at a dinner party
hosted by him at a hotel in
RK Puram in 2017, sources
said.

Indian Navy to commission 
guided missile destroyer 

INS Mormugao on Sunday
New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Indigenously-built guid-
ed missile destroyer 'INS
Mormugao' will be com-
missioned into the Indian
Navy on Sunday, in a boost
to its maritime capability
amid China's increasing
presence in the Indian
Ocean region.

The warship is packed
with a plethora of sophisti-
cated sensors, modern
radar and weapons systems
such as surface-to-surface
missiles and surface-to-air
missiles, according to the
Indian Navy.

The majestic ship meas-

uring 163 metres in length
and 17 metres in breadth
with a displacement of
7,400 tonnes can be regard-
ed as one of the most potent
warships to have been con-
structed in India, it said.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is scheduled to com-
mission the ship at the
naval dockyard in Mumbai.

Named after the historic
Goan port city Mormugao,
the ship undertook her first
sea sortie on December 19
last year when Goa cele-
brated 60 years of libera-
tion from Portuguese rule.

INS Mormugao is the
second of the four

'Visakhapatnam' class de-
stroyers, indigenously de-
signed by the Indian Navy's
Warship Design Bureau
and constructed by
Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. The ship
is propelled by four power-
ful gas turbines and it is ca-
pable of achieving speeds
in excess of 30 knots.

The Navy said the ship is
equipped to fight under nu-
clear, biological and chemi-
cal (NBC) warfare condi-
tions and that it is fitted
with a modern surveillance
radar which provides tar-
get data to the gunnery
weapon systems.
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Plea in SC seeks SIT probe into Bihar hooch
tragedy, compensation for victims’ kin

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

A petition has been
filed in the Supreme
Court, seeking an inde-
pendent probe by a spe-
cial investigation team
(SIT) into a recent hooch
tragedy in Bihar, in
which at least 30 people
have lost their lives.

The Saran hooch
tragedy toll climbed to 30
on Friday, the highest
since Bihar went dry
more than six years ago.

Saran District
Magistrate Rajesh Meena
told PTI over the phone
that the number of peo-
ple who have died in the
tragedy since Tuesday
night has gone up to 30.

However, unconfirmed
reports claim that
around 50 people have
died after consuming il-
licitly-brewed country
liquor.

The petition, filed in
the apex court by Bihar-
based Aryavarta
Mahasabha Foundation,
has also sought a direc-
tion to the state govern-
ment to adequately com-
pensate the victims' fami-
lies.

The plea was men-
tioned for urgent listing
before a bench of Chief
Justice D Y
Chandrachud and
Justice P S Narasimha,
which refused to list it ur-
gently.

The bench told advo-
cate Pawan Prakash
Pathak, who mentioned
the matter, that the peti-
tioner has to go through
the proper process for the
listing of the case.

Friday is the last work-
ing day for the top court
before it goes on a two-
week winter break. The
apex court will reopen on
January 2.

Sale and consumption
of alcohol were complete-
ly banned in Bihar by the
Nitish Kumar govern-
ment in April 2016.

The plea filed in the top
court has arrayed the
Centre and the state of
Bihar as party respon-
dents.

It said a multi-pronged
plan is needed to prevent
the sale and consumption
of toxic alcohol.

It has sought a direc-
tion to the respondent to
formulate a national ac-
tion plan to curb the
manufacturing, trading
and sale of illicit liquor.

The plea said the hooch
tragedy in Bihar on
December 14 has "caused
a furore" in the country.

"With political parties
training their guns on
each other, as many as 40
people have died so far
after consuming spuri-
ous liquor, while others
have been hospitalised
and there is no official re-
port on the incident," the

plea claimed.
It said this is not the

first time that India has
reported an incident of
people dying after con-
suming spurious liquor
and similar cases were
reported from various
states, including Gujarat,
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh
and Karnataka, in recent
years.

"Hooch is a kind of
liquor which is cheap,
brewed in small unregu-
lated shanties and does
not attract excise tax.
This inferior quality
drink is usually made
after mixing chemicals
with water, which is then
consumed by people," it
said.

Railways should adopt latest digital technologies for
safer, more convenient transportation services: Prez 

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday said
that Indian Railways
should also adopt the
latest digital technolo-
gies and explore new
avenues to add ad-
vanced features for
safer, time-saving,
more convenient and
high-quality trans-
portation services.

Addressing proba-
tioners of Indian
Railways, who had
called on the president
at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan here, Murmu

asked them to ensure
that people travel in
comfort so that they
carry fond memories.

"You need to attend
to the needs of differ-
ently-abled persons,
women and the elderly
and provide them with
a safe and convenient
travel experience.
Indian Railways has to
play a key role in
bridging the gaps and
realising the dream of
an inclusive
Atmanirbhar Bharat,"
she said.

Murmu said that
today with India mov-

ing ahead at national
and global levels, the
country is witnessing a
greater movement of
people and goods.

"This is going to in-
crease in the future.
Therefore, Indian rail-
ways should also adopt
the latest digital tech-
nologies and explore
new avenues to add ad-
vanced features for
safer, time-saving,
more convenient and
high-quality trans-
portation services,"
she said.

The president also
highlighted the need to

have a higher number
of women officers in
railway services.

"Women should opt
more for railway serv-
ices also. I think you
are aware of the fact
that Indian Railways is
one of the biggest em-
ployers in the country.
Why should Indian
Railways be denied a
fair share of the valu-
able contribution that
women employees can
make and are making
in various fields?"
Murmu asked.

Now you have bigger
goals ahead and you

must strive harder to
achieve them, she said,
addressing the officers
of eight different rail-
way services.

"You must aim to
make the services of
Indian Railways more
and more efficient,
seamless and cus-
tomer-focused. I urge
you all to move ahead,
realise your potential
and be the catalysts for
India's transforma-
tion," the president
said.

Murmu said that
railways are the verita-
ble lifeline for many

people who commute
to their workplaces for
jobs or businesses on a
day-to-day basis.

"Officers of Indian
railways shoulder a big
responsibility since
they help people earn
their livelihoods daily.
Many people also trav-
el for medical treat-
ment. The role of rail-
ways in the life of a
common man remains
as significant as ever.
Railways have promot-
ed travel and exchange
of ideas and informa-
tion across the coun-
try," she said.

No proposal under 
consideration to ban 
opinion polls: Govt

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

There is no proposal
under consideration
of the government to
ban opinion polls, Lok
Sabha was informed
on Friday amid calls
from some quarters
for banning the exer-
cise after the an-
nouncement of elec-
tions.

Responding to a
question on whether
the government is
considering imposing
a ban on opinion and
exit polls after the an-
nouncement of elec-
tions and implementa-

tion of the model code
of conduct, till the re-
sult is announced,
Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju said, "No such
proposal as regards
ban on opinion poll is
under consideration."

The Election
Commission had de-
manded a ban on the
publication and
broadcast of opinion
polls between the an-
nouncement of the
election schedule and
the final phase of
polling. The existing
law allows EC to ban
them just 48 hours
prior to voting.

In his written re-
sponse, Rijiju said in
order to have free and
fair elections in the
country, there exists a
restriction on the con-
duct of any exit poll,
and publishing or
publicise by any
means, the result of
any exit poll during
the period starting
from the commence-
ment of polls till half
an hour after the clos-
ing of the poll in all
the states and union
territories.

Indian Army, NCC, Jal Police, local boat clubs members with boats decorated with the banners and the national
flags take part in a boat race during the Vijay Diwas celebrations, at Sangam in Prayagraj, Friday.

VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATIONS



Mehrauli killing
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, accused of
strangulating his live-in
partner Shraddha Walkar
and chopping her body
into pieces, moved a
court here on Friday seek-
ing bail, his lawyer said.
The hearing is likely to
take place on Saturday
before Additional
Sessions Judge Vrinda
Kumari, he added. As the
initial investigation in the
case is complete and the
chargesheet is yet to be
filed, there is no purpose
in keeping the accused in
judicial custody, the
lawyer said. 

Dataretrieved
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: More than two
weeks after the AIIMS
cyber attack, Minister of
State for Health Bharati
Pravin informed the Lok
Sabha on Friday that all
the data has been
retrieved from an unaf-
fected backup server with
most of its services also
being restored.
Responding to a question,
Pawar said no specific
amount of ransom was
demanded by the hackers
though a message was
discovered on the server
that suggested it to be a
cyber-attack. 

Boat capsizes 
MMoorriiggaaoonn:: A woman and
her two minor children
drowned when a boat car-
rying seven people cap-
sized in the Brahmaputra
in Assam's Morigaon dis-
trict on Friday, a police
officer said. The country
boat, in which the victims
were travelling, overturned
after colliding with another
engine-driven boat at
Hamu Chapori in
Laharighat area of the dis-
trict. "All passengers of the
country boat fell into the
river under the impact of
the collision. Three of them
drowned, while four others
managed to swim to safe-
ty," the officer said. The
deceased have been identi-
fied as Bimla Khatun, her
son Jinnahtul Islam, and
daughter Istara Khatun.

‘Advocate Portal’ 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: In yet anoth-
er step towards digitisa-
tion and making the
Supreme Court a "paper-
less" court, Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud
on Friday announced that
from New Year, advo-
cates will not be required
to file appearance slip
manually but would log
into Advocate
Appearance Portal' to
mark their presence.
Presently, advocates
write their names, along
with details like the case
and its serial number on
a prescribed paper form,
to mark their presence in
a hearing to ensure that
their names get reflected
in court orders or judge-
ments. 

JAPANESE PERFORMS

A Japanese artist performs during the Nissan
Konnichiwa Japan 2022 event at DLF Avenue, Saket, in
New Delhi, Friday.
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BRIEF

A farmer shows freshly picked
strawberries in a field near the
International Border, at RS Pura

sector in Jammu, Friday.
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Jaipur, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
said none of the regional
parties can represent a vi-
sion for the country and
that is what makes his
party different from oth-
ers.

Gandhi, however, also
said the Congress must
work with other opposi-
tion parties for the 2024
general election and party
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
would evolve a strategy in
this regard. He said de-
spite the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party's (BJP) or-
ganisational and money
power, the Congress
fought against it and won
the Himachal Pradesh
polls, adding that if the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
was not put up as a "proxy
to target the Congress" in
Gujarat, the grand old
party could have defeated
the saffron party there as
well. "We are different

from the large number of
opposition parties. We
work with them, we ap-
preciate them, we believe
they are important, but
we are different. The way
we are different is that we
represent a national ideol-
ogy. We represent a vision
for the country," Gandhi
told reporters here. "None

of the regional parties
can represent a vision for
the country. They can rep-
resent a vision for a com-
munity or a vision for a
state, but they cannot rep-
resent a vision for the

country," he said. Gandhi
said the Congress is com-
peting with a vision that
the BJP is proposing for
the country. "The space
for the Congress party
will always be there and

the people who believe in
the Congress party will al-
ways be there. It is a ques-
tion of getting them excit-
ed, getting them motivat-
ed and getting them to be-
lieve in what they stand
for, which the (Bharat
Jodo) yatra has been very
very good at doing," he
said. Asked about the
party's performance in
the recent Assembly
polls, Gandhi said the
Congress won in
Himachal Pradesh de-
spite being pitted against
the organisational
strength and money
power of the BJP.

"Frankly, in Gujarat, if
the AAP would not have
been put up as a proxy and
had not been used to tar-
get the Congress party, we
would have probably de-
feated the BJP," he added.

Gandhi said though he
does not believe in the
BJP's principles, "they
have complete clarity as
regards who they are".

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has direct-
ed NTPC Limited to take
steps such as developing
avenue plantation, prepar-
ing a time-bound plan for
disposal of ash and identi-
fying land for afforestation
to comply with environ-
mental norms at its plant
in Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh.

The requisite steps to be
taken by NTPC were rec-
ommended by an over-
sight committee compris-
ing the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) and
the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change

(MoEF&CC), which was
earlier constituted by the
tribunal to verify the facts.

The committee filed a
compliance status report
on August 16.

"In view of the report,
the only further direction
of the tribunal required is
that NTPC may take neces-
sary steps in the light of
observations in the report,
including developing av-
enue plantation, obtaining
further direction from
MoEF&CC regarding EC
conditions, preparing
time-bound plan for dis-
posal of ash and identify-
ing land outside the proj-
ect for afforestation," a
bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice A K

Goel said. The bench, also
having judicial member
Justice Sudhir Agarwal
and expert member A
Senthil Vel, noted that the
counsel for NTPC said that
the steps will taken expe-
ditiously. "The proceed-
ings will, thus, stand dis-
posed with a further direc-
tion that the statutory reg-
ulators may maintain a
vigil for ensuring compli-
ance of environmental
norms by the project pro-
ponent (NTPC)," the tribu-
nal said. It said that a copy
of the order be sent to the
MoEF&CC, CPCB, state
pollution control board,
NTPC and the district
magistrate of Bilaspur for
compliance.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

India on Friday
launched a no-holds-barred
attack on Pakistan Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari for his "un-
civilised" outburst against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and said the com-
ments were a "new low"
even for that country.

In a strong condemna-
tion, External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said the
Pakistan foreign minister's
"frustration" would be bet-
ter directed towards the
masterminds of terrorist
enterprises in his own
country that has made ter-
rorism a part of its "state

policy". "Pakistan is a
country that glorifies
Osama bin Laden as a mar-
tyr, and shelters terrorists
like (Zakiur Rehman)
Lakhvi, Hafiz Saeed,
Masood Azhar, Sajid Mir
and Dawood Ibrahim. No
other country can boast of

having 126 UN-designated
terrorists and 27 UN-desig-
nated terrorist entities,"
Bagchi said.

Bagchi said Pakistan for-
eign minister's "uncivilised
outburst" seemed to be a re-
sult of Pakistan's increas-
ing inability to use terror-

ists and their "proxies".
The Pakistan foreign

minister resorted to a per-
sonal attack against PM
Modi and slammed the RSS
after External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar's
highlighted Pakistan's sup-
port to various terror
groups and described the
country as the "epicentre of
terrorism". Jaishankar
told the UN Security
Council that the "contem-
porary epicentre of terror-
ism" remains very much
active and called for collec-
tive action to tackle them.

Though Jaishankar did
not name any countries, it
was apparent that he was
making a veiled reference
to Pakistan.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
spoke to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and reiter-
ated his call for dialogue
and diplomacy as "the only
way" forward to resolve the
Ukraine crisis.

The two leaders also re-
viewed bilateral coopera-
tion in areas of energy,
trade and defence during a
telephonic conversation.

A Russian readout said
Putin gave "fundamental
assessments of Russia's
line on the Ukrainian direc-
tion at the request of Modi".

The Prime Minister's office
(PMO) said Modi briefed
the Russian President on
India's ongoing Presidency
of the G-20, highlighting its
key priorities. It was the
fifth telephonic talk be-
tween the two leaders this
year. They held phone con-
versations on February 24,
March 2, March 7 and July
1. Modi and Putin held a bi-
lateral meeting in
Uzbekistan's Samarkand on
September 16 during which
the Prime Minister told
him that "today's era is not
of war" and nudged the
Russian leader to end the
conflict.

Mumbai, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Friday filed a
charge-sheet against 11
persons in the murder case
of Amravati-based phar-
macist Umesh Kolhe who
had shared social media
posts backing Nupur
Sharma.

The charge-sheet was
filed before the special NIA
court here. The court had
in September granted the
central agency 90 days' ex-
tension to file the charge-
sheet. Kolhe was killed in
eastern Maharashtra's
Amravati city on June 21,
2022 after sharing on social

media a post supporting
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma over her
controversial remarks
about Prophet
Mohammad.

The NIA registered a case
on July 2 on the directions of
the Ministry of Home
Affairs under Indian Penal
Code sections 120-B (crimi-
nal conspiracy), 302 (mur-
der), 153-A (promoting enmi-
ty between different groups
on grounds of religion, race,
place of birth, residence,
language, etc) and 153-B (im-
putations, assertions preju-
dicial to national integra-
tion), and provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI) 

The second edition of the
Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG
will be conducted from May
21 to 31 next year, the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) announced on Friday.

The undergraduate ad-
mission process in universi-
ties will be completed by
July 2023 and the new aca-
demic session can begin on
August 1 next year.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) in
March last year announced
that undergraduate admis-
sions will be conducted in
all central universities
through a common entrance

test and not on the basis of
class 12 marks. According to
UGC Chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar, the application
process for the CUET-UG
will start in the first week of
February, 2023.

"The number of subjects
and pattern of question pa-
pers will remain the same. A
candidate can take as many
as 6 domain subjects in addi-
tion to one or two languages
and the General Test. The
test would be conducted in
the following languages--
Assamese, Bengali, English,
Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia,
Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu, and
Urdu," he said. Kumar said
the NTA is working on

preparing 1,000 test centres
across the country, out of
which 450 500 centres will be
used per day.

The dates for the CUET-
PG are also expected to be
announced next week.

"CUET-PG is expected to
be held in the first or second
week of June 2023. Results
of CUET-UG are planned to
be announced in the third
week of June 2023 and those
of CUET-PG in the first
week of July 2023. With the
decided schedule of CUET-
UG and CUET-PG, universi-
ties can complete their ad-
mission process by the end
of July 2023 and begin the
academic sessions by
August 1, 2023," Kumar said.

Rajouri/Jammu, Dec 16 (PTI):

Two civilians were
killed and another was in-
jured in firing outside an
army camp in Jammu and
Kashmir's Rajouri district
on Friday, leading to mas-
sive protests and demands
for a fair probe.

While the army said in
a tweet that some "uniden-
tified terrorists" had start-
ed firing at the camp, eye-
witnesses claimed a sen-
try posted at the gate
opened fire at approach-
ing locals, resulting in the
casualties. However, a sen-
ior army officer later
termed the incident "very
unfortunate" and assured
action against those in-
volved in it.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The GST Council in its
meeting on Saturday is ex-
pected to decide on a num-
ber of issues like decrimi-
nalisation of offences
under the GST law, setting
up appellate tribunals and
mechanism to curb tax eva-
sion in pan masala and
gutkha businesses.

Besides, GST on online
gaming and casinos may
come up for deliberations
as the Group of Ministers
(GoM), chaired by
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma, submitted
its report on the issue to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday.

"Union Finance Minister
Smt. @nsitharaman will
chair the 48th GST Council
meeting via VC from New
Delhi tomorrow. The meet-
ing will be attended by MoS
Finance besides Finance
Ministers of States & UTs &
Senior officers from Union
Government & States," the
Finance Ministry tweeted.

The Council would also
consider a report of tax offi-
cers and give clarity on the
rate applicability in certain
goods and services.

With regard to decrimi-
nalisation of offences, the
law committee of the GST
Council, comprising tax of-
ficers from the Centre and
states, has suggested to the

Council to increase the
monetary threshold for
launching prosecution for
GST offences.

The law committee has
also suggested that the fee
payable by taxpayer for
compounding of GST of-
fences be lowered to 25 per
cent of the tax amount,
from up to 150 per cent cur-
rently, with a view to im-
proving ease of doing busi-
ness. It has suggested rais-
ing the threshold of launch-
ing prosecution to Rs 20
crore, from Rs 5 crore at
present. Launching of pros-
ecution by taxmen means
commencement of legal
proceedings against the of-
fender.

Regional parties do not have national
vision, Congress has: Rahul Gandhi

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
addresses a press conference

as Bharat Jodo Yatra com-
pletes 100 days, at PCC office,

in Jaipur, Friday.

JJaaiippuurr:: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi alleged on Friday that China is
preparing for war and the Indian government is sleeping over it and
trying to ignore the threat. He also alleged that China has taken away
2,000 square kilometres of Indian territory, killed 20 Indian soldiers and
is "thrashing our jawans in Arunachal Pradesh". "I can see the threat
of China very clearly. I have been clear on this for the last two-three
years, but the government is trying to hide it and ignore it. This threat
can neither be hidden or ignored. Going by their full offensive prepara-
tion that is on in Arunachal Pradesh and Ladakh, the Indian govern-
ment is asleep," Gandhi told a press conference here.

KKoollkkaattaa:: Eastern Army commander Lieutenant General R P Kalita on
Friday said there has been no fresh issue with regard to infrastructure
development at Doklam in the Sikkim sector, which was witness to a
73-day standoff between the armies of India and China in 2017. He said
that if any such issue arises, it is resolved at the local level itself.
"There has been no fresh development as far as Doklam is concerned
with regard to infrastructure development," General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C), Eastern Command, Lt General
Kalita said.

China preparing for war, Indian govt asleep: Rahul 

No fresh issue over infra devpt in Doklam: 

Eastern Army commander

NGT directs NTPC to comply with 
environmental norms at its Bilaspur plant

Pak FM Bilawal Bhutto Zardari’s ‘uncivilised’ personal
attack on Modi new low, even for Pakistan: India

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The BJP dubbed Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto's personal comments against Prime Minister Narendra Modi
as "highly shameful and derogatory" and said it will hold nation-
wide protests against them on Saturday. "His remarks are highly
derogatory, defamatory and full of cowardice and has been given
just to remain in power and save the (Pak) government," the BJP
said on Friday and reminded the neighbouring country that the Modi
government's rescue mission for students during the Ukraine-
Russia war also evacuated its citizens.

BJP to hold nationwide protests against Bhutto’s 

‘highly shameful, derogatory' comments 

NIA files charge-sheet in
Amravati pharmacist’s

murder case

VIJAY DIWAS

Army's Maratha Light Infantry soldiers display their Mallakhamba skills to mark the
Vijay Diwas celebrations, in Karad, Friday.

PM Modi to Putin

‘Dialogue and diplomacy
only way forward to

resolve Ukraine crisis’

CUET-UG to be conducted from
May 21-31 next year, admission

process to conclude by July

2 civilians killed
in firing outside

army camp

GST Council meet

Decriminalisation of offences, curbing tax
evasion in pan masala, gutkha biz on agenda

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 16:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Advocate's Cricket
Association (CACA)
is organizing 34th
All India Advocates

Cricket Tournament and
maiden All India Women
Cricket Tournament
from December 21 during
which nearly 500
Advocates would show-
case their cricketing tal-
ent.

Addressing a press
conference, the CACA
President Adv Faisal
Rizvi and Secretary Adv
Bhupendra Jain
(Kotadiya) informed that
20 teams would be partic-
ipating in the tourna-
ment being organized on
league-cum knockout
basis till December 28 at
various grounds situated
at Raipur and Durg.

Rizvi further informed
that the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
given his consent for the
inaugural ceremony on
December 21 during
which several events to
highlight the tradition
and culture of

Chhattisgarh too would
be on display. They said
that teams from Supreme
Court, Delhi, Mumbai,
Karnataka, Odisha,
Aurangabad, Prayagraj,
Indore, Lucknow,
Jabalpur, Andhra
Pradesh, Telengana,
Gwalior, Tamil Nadu,
Nagpur, Goa, Punjab,
Haryana, Gujarat, West
Bengal would be partici-
pating in the week-long
tournament. A seminar
on Sports Law too would
be held on December 25
to provide exposure to
the participants.
Secretary Jain informed
that Women Advocates
too would be participat-
ing in the tournament for
the first time and added
that they are waiting for
the final confirmation
from various team before
finalizing the fixture for
the event.
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Raipur, Dec 16:

President of media
wing of PCC Sushil
Anand Shukla addressing
media persons informed
that the Congress govern-
ment is completing its
four years of good gover-
nance and it is a matter of
'pride' and self-prestige for
all. Citing the achieve-
ments of four years of
Congress rule in the state,
he said that after Congress
government's rule, it has
brought major changes in
the standard of living of
people from all sections of
the society. Congress gov-
ernment by forming effec-
tive schemes for all sec-
tions of the society has en-
sured its proper imple-
mentation at ground-level.

Prominent among the
achievements he cited in-
cluded waiving of loan to
farmers, opening of doors
for employment to youths

in the state; stopping out-
sourcing; formed special
schemes for development
in tribal areas and worked
hard to preserve and pro-
mote state's rich art & cul-
ture. On commenting
about ex-CM Raman
Singh's statement that
four years of Congress
rule has taken state back-
ward, Shukla said that
this fits more appropriate-
ly for 15 yrs rule of BJP.
After losing the last 2018
VS polls by 2/3 majority
and losing all the VS by-
polls, be it the District

Panchayat or Nagar
Nigam polls, has indeed
left BJP in oblivion.

Media President
claimed that out of 36
main promises made by
Congress in its election
manifesto, more than 90%
have been fulfilled. Out of
last four years, the state
government effectively
tackled Corona pandemic
for two years and despite
this the Bhupesh Baghel's
government fulfilled the
commitment made to the
general public, farmers,
poor and labourers in its

manifesto and has already
started working upon
other important aspects
and works which needs to
be fulfilled. Converting
279 Hindi Medium Schools
into English Medium  and
providing English medi-
um education to students
in remote areas at govern-
ment's expenditure proved
it to be successful model of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment.

The Congress govern-
ment has worked effective-
ly in solving problems of
farmers, labourers, stu-
dents, youth, women and
made them more self-re-
liant and raised their stan-
dard of living, bringing
smile on their faces and
restoring their self-respect
as a Chhattisgarhia.

On this occasion senior
spokesman RP Singh,
Dhananjay Singh Thakur,
Surendra Verma also ex-
pressed their views.

‘Cong govt has raised standard
of living for all sections’

Has fulfilled 90% of its promises made, effectively handling corona pandemic for 2 yrs

Raipur, Dec 16:

While Congress
Government being led
by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is cele-
brating completion of its
four years, BJP has come
out with the list of fail-
ures of Congress
Government in
Chhattisgarh.

Lashing out at state
government former
Chief Minister and BJP
national vice president
Dr Raman Singh that
Bhupesh Baghel's gov-
ernment turned out to
be the most unsuccessful
and unpopular govern-
ment in history.

Now ED and CD have
become the identity of
Chhattisgarh, he said at
a press conference at the
BJP Office in Ekatma
Parisar here today.

He alleged that state
government's schemes
were being run only for
corruption and develop-
ment works were being
done only for advertise-

ment. Taking a dig at
'Gaurav Diwas' celebra-
tion by Bhupesh Baghel
he asked what happened
to 36 promises? 

He alleged that
Chhattisgarh which was
earlier known as the is-
land of peace now be-
came a stronghold of
crime. There was peace
in the state for 15 years
in BJP rule but now peo-
ple are feeling cheated,
he said, adding that
Chhattisgarh is going
downhill. Chhattisgarh
stands sixth in the mat-

ter of rape and a
Congress leader was
shot in broad daylight in
Bilaspur, he said asking
whether such incidents
are the matters of pride
for state government.

While Bhupesh
Government claimed to
have fulfilled 35 out of 36
promises yet movement
is being run in the entire
state, he said. Farmers
are not getting bonus of
two years despite com-
pletion of four years of
Congress government in
the state, said Dr Singh.

Chhattisgarh is com-
pleting four years on
December 17, but it is
setting record in murder,
dacoity and loot, he said.
He alleged that farmers
were being charged addi-
tional electricity bills for
two months.
Government did not ful-
fill is promises, he
added. BJP leaders
Punnulal Mohile, Kedar
Kashyap and former op-
position leader
Dharamlal Koushik
were also present at the
press conference.

Ch'garh setting record in 
crime under Cong rule: Raman

Raipur, Dec 16:

Preparations are going
on to present e-budget in
the State's Vidhan Sabha
and the MLAs will be
provided copy of the
budget on the laptop. It is
notable here that so far
the MLAs were provided
copy of the state's annual
budget. The senior offi-
cers of Vidhan Sabha
secretariat informed that
all the 90 MLAs of State
Vidhan Sabha will be
provided with tablets for
the state's budget 2023-24.

Prior to this the MLAs
were provided laptops
right from asking ques-
tions and view its an-
swers. At the same time
the VS secretariat has al-
ready started the online

facility of putting up
question during the on-
going session.

Finance department
prepares the App:

For presenting E-
Budget, the Vidhan
Sabha secretariat has
prepared an App and in
this the MLAs can have
all the information per-
taining to the budget.

Apart from this the
said facility will be avail-
able on the seat in
Vidhan Sabha as well, by
which they can take in-
formation easily from
the App. It is notable here

that Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant has made decla-
ration in the special ses-
sion of VS that this time
e-Budget will be present-
ed in VS.

Information about
progress report of
schemes online:

The MLAs apart from
getting information
about the sanctioned
budget through App, will
also get information
about progress report of
the schemes in their area
online. How much fund
has come in which head
and what was the
progress done in the last
year's schemes or budget
and where it is halted
will also be available in
the App.

Preparations going on 
to present e-Budget in VS

 It will be paperless
budget; MLAs 
can view it in their
tablets/laptops

Raipur, Dec 16:

For the prevention and
control of road accidents
in national and state high-
ways passing through the
district, black spots were
inspected today by
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Bhure and SSP Raipur
Prashant Agrawal along
with officers of NHAI,
PWD and CGRDC.

Actual causes of the
road accident were ana-
lyzed during physical in-
spection of the black
spots. Officers of the con-
struction agencies were
directed to make smooth
traffic arrangements by

doing construction work
as per the requirement.

More than 5 people were
and more than 10 were se-
riously injured in road ac-
cidents that took place at
the stretch from Dhaneli
Nala Bridge to Metal Park
Turning within the last 3
years. Taking serious note
of such accidents
Collector and SSP physi-

cally inspected the spot
and gave instructions to
make smooth traffic
arrangements. They in-
structed to install high
mast lights for adequate
lighting at the road
squares. The Collector
and SSP also instructed
for sufficient number of
indicator boards and di-
rection boards on the

road, widening the road
by bridging potholes in
the service road under the
bridge. They also instruct-
ed to prepare drawing for
connecting the traffic
coming from Dhaneli di-
rectly to the bridge at 90

degrees. More than 6 peo-
ple were killed while more
than 9 people were seri-
ously injured in accidents
that took place in the last 3
years from Siltara Chowk
to GK Township. After
physical inspection of

Siltara Chowk, instruc-
tions were given to con-
struct an under bridge at
the Chowk.

More than 5 people
were killed while more
than 8 people were seri-
ously injured in road acci-
dents that took place in
the last 3 years at the
stretch between
Singhania Chowk and
Dainik Bhaskar Chowk
Kurla on National
Highway.

After physical inspec-
tion of Singhania Chowk,
it was told to construct
road dividers up to 50 me-
ters on all roads and make
adequate lighting
arrangements for develop-
ment of a beautiful sight
all around the Chowk. For
this the Collector gave in-
structions to free the en-
croached land.

Collector, SSP inspect road accident black spots in district
Work of Tatibandh flyover 

be completed by Feb 
Raipur: During the inspection of the under-construction over-
bridge at Tatibandh Chowk the Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure and SSP Prashant Agrawal discussed with the
officials about the measures to solve solve the traffic problem
currently being faced at Tatibandh Chowk. They also discussed
measures to be taken after construction of the overbridge to
ease traffic congestion. Collector Dr Bhure asked the National
Highway Authority officials, contractors and all concerned offi-
cials to complete the quality work within the time limit. He
asked to complete the work of flyover by the end of February.
Deputy Superintendent of Police Traffic Raipur, Gurjit Singh,
officials of National Highways Authority of India, Public Works
Department (PWD), officials of Chhattisgarh Road Development
Corporation (CGRDC) were present during inspection.

 Instructions given to analyze
the causes of accidents 
and take necessary 
corrective action to control
road accidents

Raipur, Dec 16: 

A sensitization program
was organised by the
Bureau of Indian
Standards, Raipur Branch
Office on Friday,
December 16th at Nava
Raipur. More than 60 par-
ticipants from central and
state government depart-
ments participated in the
programme. The objective
of the event was to provide
information, promote con-
sumer protection and co-

ordinate the activities of
Bureau of Indian
Standards. On this occa-
sion, a street play was also
organised on the role of
Bureau of Indian
Standards in consumer
protection.

The importance of
Hallmark in ensuring the
purity of gold in gold or-
naments and the impor-
tance of ISI mark in ensur-
ing the quality of the prod-
ucts was shown through a
'Nukkad Natak'.

Sensitization Program
organised by BIS

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1166::  

Popular singer Aditya
Saraswat will be presenting his
musical program - ghazals, sufi
and bollywood songs  on
September  17 at Hotel Triton,
Raipur. The event is orgasnised
by Suhashini George
Production in association with
Fashion Design Council  and
Association of Chhattisgarh.
Chhattisgarhi artist Ayasha
Fatima will also share the stage
along with Adiyta Saraswat.

Popular singer Aditya
Saraswat is making waves
among the music lovers with

his soulful rendition of the
melodious 'Ishq Ka Bojh'. Often
cited as the young rising star in
the world of Ghazal singing,
Saraswat gave his first stage
performance at a tender age of
six and has since been making
a mark. 

With support from his par-
ents, Saraswat at the age of
nine began his formal classical
singing training with his Guru
Dr. Vijay Kapoor of 'Gwalior
Gharana'. He graduated in
classical music from Banaras
Hindu University. He is also
skilled in playing harmonium,
which he learnt from the leg-

endary Guru Ustad Akhlak
Hussain Warsi.

Many celebrated singers
such as Hariharan, Shankar
Mahadevan, Anup Jalota,
Chandan Das, Talat Aziz, Roop
Kumar Rathod and likes, have
well admired and encouraged
Saraswat in his musical jour-
ney. In this age of remix,
Saraswat has brought a dis-
tinct and expressive melody to
his audience, proving that he
has much more to offer besides
Ghazal. 

He evokes emotions, longing
and romance with his soothing
and passionate voice. It is his
genius that the track connects
with listeners of all ages. The
Event Partners are Hotel Triton
Daiichi Group, Second Channel
Holidays, CD Institute of
Fashion Design Bombay
Leaders Meenakshi Beauty
Salon and HRK Events.

Aditya Saraswat to present
musical program today
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Raipur, Dec 16: Minister
for Sports & Youth
Welfare Umesh Patel on
Friday extended best
wishes to the
Chhattisgarh Kayaking &
Canoeing team for the
33rd National Sub Junior
and Junior championship
to be held at Bhopal from
Sunday onwards.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the
Chhattisgarh Pradesh

Kayaking & Canoeing
Association Joint
Secretary Prashant Singh
Raghivanshi said that a
14-member team of
Chhattisgarh recently
conducted regular prac-
tice at Dalpat Sagar Dam
in Jagdalpur as per the di-
rectives of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel.

He said that the team in-
clude Mahendra Kumar
Sahu, Ganesh Sahu,
Kailash Sahui, Mokesh

Matiyara, Dipraj Sahu,
Phuleshwar Yadav,
Pradeep Kumar Sahu,
Saurabh Sahu, Tilak
Sahu, Toran Sahu,
Kamlesh Dehari and
Ashok Sahu.

CPKCA President
Baldeo Singh Bhatia,
Working  President Rohit
Kale, Secretary Abhijit
Mishra and other office-
bearers have extended
best wishes to the team for
the performance.

Ch'garh team to participate in National
Kayaking & Canoeing championship

Raipur, Dec 16:

Telengana defeated
Bijnaur in the inaugural
match of the 14th All India
Sikh Premier League tour-
nament being organised
under the aegis of Shahid
Bhai Tharu Singh Study
Circle here on Friday.

Similarly, the Raipur
team also defeated the op-
position Khalsha Warrior

Nanded to consolidate the
position in the tourna-
ment.

Earlier, Chhattisgarh
Minorities Commission
Chairman Mahendra
Chhabra and Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja inaugurated the
tournament during which
the office-bearers of the
organising committee
were also present.

Telangana wins inaugural
match of Sikh Premier League

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1166:: The holiday
season has arrived and the
Christmas spirit is permeating
the air. Courtyard by Marriott,
Raipur ushered in the holiday
season with tree lighting cere-
mony to celebrate the begin-
ning of holiday season with
festive cheer. Starting from
their annual Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony to an ele-
gant Christmas Eve Dinner, fol-
lowed by an exquisite
Christmas Day Brunch, the
hotel has a plethora of festive
eventslined up for all to enjoy.
The ceremony was attended by
kids and team from the Bal
Ashram NGO, prominent local
publications among others,
alongside bloggers and the
Marriott team.  The hotel was
beautifully decorated for the
festive season. Celebrating the
joy of the Christmas season,
with spirited performances by

carol singers, a visit by Santa
Claus for all the kids, as well as
a delightful high-tea spread for
all the guests at the event to
indulge in.

The culinary team curated a
special menu for the evening
which included Christmas deli-
cacies. The event ended on a
sweet note with traditional
plum cake and handmade
cookies presented to all the
guests.  

Tree lighting ceremony 
to mark Christmas festival



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17,  2022 03

Jagdish Singh

BBhhiillaaii::  Gudheli Government
High School Principal and
Sector 5 resident Jagdish
Singh left for heavenly
abode at the age of 61 years
on the intervening night of
Friday. Last rites of the mor-
tal remains were performed
at Ramnagar Muktidham.
He was the father of Manish
Singh and Sushesh Singh.
Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
mourned his death.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1166:: State Level One
Day Scrutiny Workshop of Annual
Survey of Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises by National
Statistical Office (NSO) was or-
ganised on Friday to train super-
visory officers and employees at
Supela. The workshop was inau-
gurated by Rajendra C Gautam,
Deputy Director General,
National Statistical Office
(Western Zone), Nagpur and
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy Director
General, National Statistics
Office, Regional Office, Raipur
with lamp lighting ceremony.
Officers and staff of all the
National Statistical Offices locat-
ed in Durg, Bilaspur, Ambikapur

and Raipur in Chhattisgarh state
participated in the scrutiny work-
shop. 

Rajendra C Gautam, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistics Office (West) Nagpur
said that the contribution of the
enterprises in the unincorporated
sector in the country's economy
is important and the officers of
the National Statistics Office who
go to remote areas to conduct
the survey have a very important
role in this survey. Since only on
the basis of the actual data col-
lected by them, appropriate poli-
cy-planning can be done by the
Government of India and the
State Governments for the enter-
prises of the unincorporated sec-
tor. This survey has a very impor-

tant role in the overall develop-
ment of the country.

Addressing the trainees pres-
ent on the occasion, Roshan Lal
Sahu, Deputy Director General
said that the unincorporated sec-
tor enterprises contribute signifi-
cantly to the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) of the country.
Enterprises of Unincorporated

Sector also contribute a lot in
employment generation. For reli-
able and consistent data in this
sector, a countrywide annual sur-
vey of unincorporated sector en-
terprises is being conducted by
the Government of India. He
urged all the participants to
maintain the quality of work.

It needs a mention that The

National Statistical Office (NSO),
established by the Government of
India in 1950, conducts surveys
on various socio-economic sub-
jects through scientific sampling
methods. Officers of the National
Statistical Office collect the infor-
mation for these surveys through
specially designed schedules and
computer software. Currently,
Annual Survey of Unincorporated
Sector Enterprises is being con-
ducted from October 01, 2022 to
September 30, 2023. 

Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector
Enterprises was conducted for
the first time from October 2019
to March 2020 across the country
and second annual survey was
conducted from July 21 to March

22. In the current survey, a total
of 16497 samples are being sur-
veyed at all India level and 394
samples will be surveyed in the
State of Chhattisgarh. Data is
being collected using specially
designed Computer Aided
Personal Interview (CAPI) soft-
ware for this survey which is sent
to Data Quality Assurance
Division (DQAD) after scrutiny by
Supervisory Officers.

Under this, nationwide survey
is being conducted on non-agri-
cultural enterprises for manufac-
turing, trading and services in the
unincorporated sector in urban
and rural areas of the country.
This survey, being conducted on
an annual basis by NSO, will pro-
vide operational and economic

details of non-agricultural enter-
prises apart from information
about the economic status of en-
terprises engaged in manufactur-
ing, trading and services in the
unincorporated sector, which will
be used at the national and state
level for the estimation of nation-
al income, gross fixed capital for-
mation, input-output analysis etc.
The data obtained from this sur-
vey will be used by various
Ministries, State Governments
and institutions including
National Accounts Division. At
the end of the inauguration cere-
mony, George Minj, Assistant
Director, National Statistical
Office, Raipur conveyed vote of
thanks to all the guests and par-
ticipants present in the program.

High Speed Caster No 6 in SMS
2 sets New Record once again

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: It has been
a month of records for
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Steel Melting Shop 2.

The high speed Caster
No 6 of SMS 2 once again
set a new record of 40
heats in a single sequence
on December 16, 2022 as
against tundish guaran-
teed life of 17 heats, sur-

passing previous best of
37 heats achieved on
December 14, 2022. Earlier
on December 10,2022,
Caster 6 had produced 36
heats in a single sequence,
surpassing previous best
of 35 heats achieved on
December 06, 2022.

The record performanc-
es have been made possi-
ble by Caster 6 Team
through high levels of op-

erational efficiency. The
team was congratulated
by CGM, SMS 2, SK
Ghoshal and other senior
officers of the Plant.

On December 14, when
Caster 6 had produced 37
heats, a ceremonial cake
was cut in presence of
CGM, SMS 2 and mem-
bers of the Caster 6 Team
to celebrate the achieve-
ment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a y a
Mahavidyalaya, Junwani
organised seven days
Annual Fest "HUNAR" 2022
in college auditorium. This
is the most awaited day for
all the students of the col-
lege. The programme start-
ed with the lighting of the
lamp. It was accompanied
by a melodious Saraswati
Vandana, hailing the god-
dess of knowledge and wis-
dom. It was followed by a
welcome

speech given by the
Principal of the college.
The invited guests were
welcomed by saplings and
seed balls, which symbol-
izes to protect nature. The
programmes held were -
PowerPoint Presentation
(Topic: Our/ My
Innovation), Group
Discussion (Topic: India's
Neutrality in Ukraine-
Russia War) Rangoli (Eco-

friendly), Dance
Competition (Solo, Duet &
Group). Judges of the
event were Gunjan
Chauhan and Sweta Padda.

The group discussion
event was judged by Dr
Sushma Dubey and Anil
Menon, and the winner
was Prakriti Pandey (B
Com III) and the runner up
was Manish Panika (B
Com II). The aim of
PowerPoint Presentation
competition was to pro-
mote soft skills amongst
students. All the partici-
pants performed very well.
The result of the competi-

tion was- first position was
captured by Md Faizal (BA
II) and second position by
Manish Panika (B Com II).
In Rangoli Competition
there were seventeen par-
ticipants from various de-
partment. Winner of ran-
goli competition were
Sneha Dewangan (B Com
III), 2nd and 3rd position
occupied by R Neerja (B Sc
II) and Sweeta Verma (B Sc
III) respectively.

In Dance Competition
(Solo, Duet & Group) there
were twenty-four partici-
pants in Solo dance compe-
tition, Six in Duet and

seven in group dance. They
performed on different
tracks and exhibited the
different genres of dance.
In the solo dance Palak
Upadhyaya (BA I) bagged
the first prize, the first run-
ner-up was awarded to
Chhaya Sahu (B Ed I se-
mester and Isha Rajput (B
Com II) and the second run-
ner-up was Srijan Gupta (B
Com). In Duet Dance first
position bagged by Anjali &
Ishita (BCA Final), Anjali
& Lalita (BA) got second po-
sition and third position re-
ceived by Anupma & Riya
(BA III). In group Dance

winner was Sanskriti &
group (D El ED 1y), first
runner up was Gurpreet &
group(B Ed 1 sem) and 2nd
runner up was Malika &
group (B Sc I).

The judges congratulat-
ed the winners and appre-
ciated the performance of
all the participants and
also encouraged them to
participate more in such
competitions to enhance
their talents. The program
ended with vote of thanks
given by Dr Anita Pandey.
Tripti and Vidhi Sharma of
BA III compered the pro-
gramme.

Two involved in multimillion job fraud arrested
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: Police ar-
rested two fraudsters on
charges of duping over Rs
One Crore from different
people on the promise of
getting them recruited in
government jobs. One of
the accused was arrested
from Kanpur (UP) while
the second one was arrest-
ed from Janjgir Champa.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on Friday,
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava in-
formed that Chhawani
Police Station had received
a complaint from a lady re-
garding a job fraud. She
complained that one Ankit
of Kanpur and Nutan
Singh of Korba duped her
of Rs 34.16 lakhs. The ac-
cused claimed to have con-
tacts with the influential

people and they can get
people recruited as peons,
Sub Inspector, Bank
Clerks, Electricity
Department, Police
Department and other gov-
ernment departments.
Many people paid money
to these fraudsters to get
jobs. After collecting
money, the accused es-
caped from the city. On the
victim's complaint, an FIR
was lodged under section
420, 34 of IPC.

Under the supervision of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar, the team
of Chhawani Police
Station launched investi-
gations and examined the
bank account of the ac-
cused Ankit Singh.
Transactions to the tune of
Rs One crore were found in
his account out of which

transactions worth Rs 70
lakhs were verified while
Rs 30 lakh transactions
were suspicious.

CSP Prabhat Kumar col-
lected detailed informa-
tion from the bank account
and the accused were

traced on the technical
grounds. A team of ASI
Ajay Singh and Constable
Akhilesh Mishra was sent
to Kanpur where they
managed to arrest Ankit
Singh from Navsara in
Kanpur. Another team of

Head Constable
Ramkrishna Tiwari and
Constable Akash Tiwari
arrested the second ac-
cused Nutan Chauhan
from Janjgir Champa.
During interrogation, the
accused confessed to have
committed the crime.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Ankit Singh had
earlier duped Rs 3.27lakh
from a woman in Korba on
promise of getting recruit-
ed in Bank of Baroda. A
case was lodged against
him in the year 2019 at
Balco Police Station under
section 120B, 420 of IPC.
Both the accused had
duped people in different
places of Shakti in Janjgir
Champa and Kanker on
promise of government
jobs. Police are making ef-
forts to find other victims
in different districts.

AAP stages demonstration
against DMC Commissioner

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: On Friday,
the activists of Aam Admi
Party staged a demonstra-
tion in front of Durg
Municipal Corporation.
They alleged that the DMC
Commissioner tried to vic-
timise AAP leaders Dr SK
Agrawal and Meharban
Singh in a fabricated case.

AAP leaders stated that
they had gone to meet the
DMC Commissioner on
Thursday evening to dis-
cuss some public issue.
After waiting for two
hours, they had some al-
tercation with the
Commissioner as he was

not ready to hear their
problems.

Later, the DMC team
conducted an inspection
at Dr Agrawal's nursing
home and sealed it. Dr
Agrawal and Meharban
Singh were taken into cus-
tody and were released
after three hours,
Meharban Singh said.

Dr SK Agrawal,
Meharban Singh, Omkar
Tamrakar, Sheikh Tanha,
Waddu Alam, K Jyoti,
Geeta, Ghanshyam Soni,
Jaspreet, Krishna Kumar
Dewangan, Ajay Sahu,
Rampal and others were
present during demon-
stration.

Widow to get Rs 6.5 lakh and rights in ancestral
property through Women Commission

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: On Friday,
Chhattisgarh State
Commission for Women
Chairman Dr Kiranmayi
Nayak conducted a public
hearing on the cases
tabled before the commis-
sion related to harassment
of women. The jansunwai
was held at the District
Panchayat meeting hall. It
needs to be mentioned
here that Dr Nayak started
her tenure as the
Chairperson of the
Women's Commission on
July 21, 2020 and on Friday,
she conducted the 151st
public hearing of her
tenure. It was her 6th pub-
lic hearing in Durg district
in which a total of 30 cases
were listed. Out of these,
11 cases were disposed of
and 4 cases have been
transferred to the
Commission's office,
Raipur. The remaining
cases will be heard in the
next hearing.

On the day, an applicant
reached jansunwai with a

property dispute.
Her husband passed
away in 2017. After
which the applicant
was not given a place
in the house by the
husband's family
members and she
was also deprived of
her rights. The appli-
cant stated that after
the death of her hus-
band, her in-laws
have deprived her of her
share in the ancestral
property of the husband,
which includes 10 acres of
land. Along with this, an
amount of Rs 6.50 lakh, 35
grams of gold jewelery
and the pass book provid-
ed by the post office are
also with the in-laws.

During public hearing,
the non-applicants also
agreed to the amount, pass-
book and land in the joint
account. The ancestral
property in
Bhanupratappur is about
10 acres of agricultural
land in which the husband
of the applicant has a share
and the applicant has not

been given a share in it. On
the next date, both the par-
ties will appear in Raipur
and the non-applicants
have been asked to produce
the land documents and
passbooks so that this mat-
ter can be resolved in a pos-
itive direction.

Another case regarding
a social issue was also list-
ed. The applicant was os-
tracized from the Samaj for
serving Kaleva (snacks and
sweets) in the Shanti Bhoj
and the office bearers of
the Samaj ordered to in-
clude her into the Samaj on
the condition of paying a
fine of Rs 17,000. The appli-
cant paid an amount of Rs

17000. The applicant stated
that a receipt of Rs 5000
was provided while the re-
ceipt of Rs 12000 was not
provided by the Samaj of-
fice bearers. The
Commission intervened
over this issue and ex-
plained to the non-appli-
cants to return Rs 17,000 to
the applicant and with-
draw the decision of social
boycott. Detailing the ap-
plicant about her rights, Dr
Nayak said that even after
this decision, if the society
ostracizes her, she has the
option of coming back to
the commission. Following
the advice and decision of
the commission, the non-

applicants also ex-
pressed their consent
to return Rs 17,000 to
the applicant within
24 hours. The Samaj
office bearers will
submit the documen-
tary proof after re-
turning the money
for getting the case
disposed of.

In another case of
social boycott, the

Samaj leaders had imposed
a fine of Rs 7000 and were
demanding an additional
amount. This case was dis-
posed of through mutual
agreement. The applicant
stated that after she made a
complaint to the Women
Commission, the Samaj
leaders neutralized the
boycott and returned the
fine of Rs 7000.

In another matter, the
case was transferred to
Raipur. The names of the
non-applicant husband and
his second wife have to be
added in this case. The hus-
band is posted as Principal
in government school and
the second wife is an

Anganwadi worker. The
matter has been kept in the
Raipur hearing and in-
structions have also been
given to the non-applicants
to appear before the com-
mission. In a case of prop-
erty dispute, the commis-
sion suggested the appli-
cant to approach the judici-
ary to get the possession of
the property. Several other
cases were disposed of in
accordance with law.

Public hearings have
been regularly conducted
by Dr Kiranmayi Nayak,
Chairperson of Women's
Commission for the last
two and a half years.
Efforts are being made by
the commission to resolve
family, social and other
matters in the public inter-
est. The commission has
also been successful in
curbing evils like social
boycott. Advocate Ramkali
Yadav, Alderman Ratna
Naramdev along with dis-
trict administration, po-
lice administration were
present during the public
hearing.
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State Women Commission Chairman conducts Jansunwai

Sumit Sar awarded PhD
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 16: Sumit
Kumar Sar, Associate
Professor, Dept of
CSE, BIT Durg, has
been awarded the de-
gree of Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) by
Chhattisgarh Swami
V i v e k a n a n d
Technical University
(CSVTU), Bhilai. The
topic of his thesis is
'Incipient fault detec-
tion through
Vibration Signature
Analysis', research
papers related to
which were published
in several national as
well as international
journals.

He carried out the
research work under

the guidance of Dr
Sunita Soni, Head of
Department, Dept of
CSE, BIT Durg. Dr
Arun Arora, Director
BIT Durg; Dr Mohan
Gupta, Principal, BIT
Durg; Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice -
Principal, BIT Durg;
Dr Anup Mishra, Dr
Santosh Kumar Sar,
Dr Arun Sahu, Dr
Mukesh Chandrakar,
Neeraj Kharya,
Dinesh Bhawnani
and other colleagues
congratulated him on
this achievement.
Sumit Kumar Sar ac-
knowledged the con-
tribution of his par-
ents, wife, family
members and friends
in his success.

Nagar Kirtan 
on Dec 18

Bhilai, Dec 16: On the oc-
casion of 557th Prakash
Parv of Khalsa Path
Founder and tenth Guru of
Sikhs, Shri Guru Govind
Singh Maharaj, a grand
Nagar Kirtan will be taken
out on December 18. Sardar
Kulwant Singh (Pradhan,
Shri Guru Singh Sabha,
Sector 6) informed that
Nagar Kirtan would be
taken out from Gurudwara
Nanaksar, Nehru Nagar
around 11:00 hrs. The pro-
cession would move across
Supela, Chandra Mourya
Square, Power House,
Railway Over Bridge,
Equipment Square, Central
Avenue and conclude at
Sector 6 Gurudwara. The
devotees would arrange
fruits and snacks at differ-
ent places on the route of
Nagar Kirtan. Later, Langar
would be served at Sector 6
Gurudwara.

Dance Competition ‘Vibgyor’ at Annual Fest ‘Hunar’ 2022

NSO organises scrutiny workshop on Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises 
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Bemetara, Dec 16: Every
possible effort is being
made by the government
to provide better health fa-
cilities to the common cit-
izens. Health facilities are
being provided to the peo-
ple through several pro-
grams in Bemetara dis-
trict.

In the financial year
2017-18, the Health and
Wellness Center was run-
ning a sub-health center
to provide health facilities
at the village level in
Bemetara district. In
which only the facility of
examination of pregnant
women and vaccination of
infants was available and
the facility of lab test was
not available.

Due to the efforts of the
government, in the cur-
rent financial year 2022-
23, all the sub-health cen-
ters and primary health
centers are being upgrad-
ed to health and wellness
centers, where services of
non-communicable dis-
eases, medicine distribu-

tion, yoga, 7 types of lab-
testing, Oxygen concen-
trators are being provid-
ed.

Tele-consultation-FY
2022-23 

Through tele-consulta-
tion, community health
officer posted at village
level is solving the prob-
lem of beneficiaries
through direct video call
through E-Sanjeevani
software.

The Medical Officer of
Mother and Child
Hospital, District
Hospital, Community
Health Center are seeing,
asking and treating differ-
ent patients by giving

medicines through online
OPD prescription. This fa-
cility was not there in the
financial year 2017-18.

Oxygen Plant and
Oxygen Concentrator:
In the district till 4

years back, due to non-
supply of Oxygen for
emergency services, the
possibility of death used
to be high.

But in the current FY
2022-23, due to the installa-
tion of 4 oxygen concen-
trators of 250, 300, 500, 100
LPM and 1 oxygen plot 525
LPM and 5 LPM and 10
LPM in Community
Health Center Khandsara
in the district hospital,

Oxygen is being supplied.
And emergency services
are treating serious pa-
tients with Oxygen supply.
OPD- in the FY 2017-18:

The total OPD of the
district was 451778, which
has increased to 548508 (21
percent) in the FY 2021-22.
In the financial year 2017-
18, 2 posts (rural health
women and men) were ap-
proved at the sub-health
center level.

In the FY 2022-23, the
health facility has been
strengthened with the ac-
ceptance of 4 posts (Rural
Health Women and Men,
Second ANM and
Community Health

Officer) at the sub-health
center level.

Mobile Medical Unit-
108, 7 Sanjeevani Express
(108) vehicles were avail-
able in the district in the
FY 2017-18, which in-
creased to 10 Sanjeevani
Express (108) in the finan-
cial year 2022-23, 1 ad-
vance life support system
ambulance and 2 mobile
medical vehicles (MMU)
vehicle is approved.

With the help of
Androgen Insensitivity
Syndrome (AIS), the risk
of patients being referred
to a higher institution in
critical cases is lower
than the risk.

Collector chairs public 
redressal camp

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 16: District
Collector Saurabh kumar
met a large number of peo-
ple from far and wide in-
cluding the city in the
weekly Jandarshan held
here and addressed them
one by one. The Collector
heard a total of 122 private
and community matters in
Jandarshan and got ration
cards made on the spot to
24 beneficiaries.

Satyavati Goswami, the
sarpanch of Vidyadih
Gram Panchayat of devel-

opment block Masturi, de-
manded hand pump min-
ing at Paddy Collection
Center Vidyadih and
Muktidham, for which the
Collector instructed the of-
ficials of the PHE depart-
ment to take necessary ac-
tion. 68 year old Dashrath
Lal, elderly Lalita
S h r i v a s , S a n t o s h
Suryavanshi ,Kumari
Sriwas met the Collector
with diverse problems, of
which in accordance to
their plea, the Collector in-
structed concerned offi-
cials for a speedy redres-

sal. Same way Sarpanch of
Gram Panchayat Parsodi
of Masturi block gave an
application for construc-
tion of culvert and Gothan
leveling work for traffic fa-
cility and sarpanch of vil-
lage panchayat Nagoi of
Bilha block gave an appli-
cation to get the demarca-
tion of the government
land done. The Collector
asked SDM Bilha to inves-
tigate the matter, for fur-
ther action. Officials of
the administrative and
Revenue Department were
present in the Jandarshan.

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 16: The girl
students from Class 6th to
9th from Government
Ram Bishal Pandey
Excellent English Medium
School (GRPEEMS) were
distributed cycle under
'Saraswati Cycle Yojana'
here on Thursday and this
was the first time that cy-
cles were distributed in
the School, as till date this
school was only for boys,
but with launching of
'Swamy Aatmanand
Utkristh Shiksha Yojana',
now along with boys, girls
too are studying.

Earlier it appeared that
with late start of the
School, the girls of the
school would not be able to

get this benefit and
therefore there was
great deal of enthusi-
asm among the girl
students in the
School. All this was
possible due to active-
ness of Principal
Sanjay Ekka and ef-
forts of BEO
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Mishra.

On this occasion
Lokesh Padey, son of
the one of the major
donors of the School
Late Shri Ram
Bishal Pandey, was pres-
ent as the chief guest and
Vikas Tiwari- President
Kissan Sangh Rajim was
the special guest.

Principal Sanjay Ekka
in his address said that it
was many years back, Pt.
Ram Bishal Pandey in
order to take forward this
sacred work had donated

land for opening of School
and presented a wonder-
ful example of social serv-
ice to the society. Earlier
this School was only for
boys, but in order to take
up girl's education fur-
ther, the girls too have
now been granted entry in
the School. It was under
government's Saraswati

Cycle Yojana, that the
girls of the School have
got benefitted and it is an
honour that son of great
donor Lokesh Pandey is
present as the chief guest.

The son of great donor
Lokesh Pandey men-
tioned about the social
service launched by his
revolutionary father Pt.

Ram Bishal Pandey dur-
ing British rule, ex-
pressed happiness for this
sacred work of donating
land for education and it
is taking to new heights
now. He also hailed the
working system of
Principal Sanjay Ekka
and teachers and extend-
ed greetings to all the girl

students on getting cy-
cles for conveyance.

President Kissan
Sangh Vikas Tiwari ex-
tending greetings to
girls said that all the
children, specially the
girls should move
ahead in the field of ed-
ucation and therefore
the state government
has launched such
schemes, where girl
should be motivated to
continue studies. The
programme was con-
ducted by Sakshi Jape

and vote of thanks was
proposed by Pinki
Tarakh.

On this occasion
Kailash Sahu, Jitendra
Sahu, Jamil Ahmed,
Narayan Sahu, Aangesh
Mangele, Neha Singh,
Monica Malviya, Upasana
Bhagat gave valauble 
support.

Central Chronicle News

Kotmi, Dec 16:
Chhattisgarh Social
Welfare Department is or-
ganizing disability certifi-
cation camps in all the
Gram Panchayats from
time to time in the inter-
est of the disabled people
and in accordance, a camp
was organized in Kotmi
Gram Panchayat jointly
by Welfare Department
GPM and District Medical
Board GPM.

The camp is being or-
ganized so that the dis-
abled people can be saved
from the troubles and the
benefits of the facilities of
the government can be
given to them in every sit-
uation.

Dr. H. Tanwar

Orthopedic, Dr. BS Paikra
Orthopedic, Dr. Ragini
Maravi Ophthalmologist,
Paramjit Singh Paikra
Medical Lab
Technologist, as well as
Social Welfare
Department's MRW
Narendra Kashyap MRW
Dhanu Rathore MRW
Kamal Soni, VRW Ratan
Chand Gupta, Noel
Prasad Puri, Govind

Singh Pendro, Mansingh
Amo, Raghu Mansingh,
Karthik Rampuri, Sultan
Singh, Sukhdev Singh
Salam have made their
contribution in the camp.

The unique ID form of
the disabled people was
filled by the department
GPM so that the disabled
people could get the bene-
fit of all the schemes of
the government.

Tiknapal won the inaugural ‘Kabaddi’ match

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Dec 16: The
Kabaddi Mela-2022 in
Bhond, Bastar was inau-
gurated in colourful man-
ner in the presence of
MLA Lakheshwar Baghel
here on Thursday. MLA
Bastar Baghel first of-
fered prayersr to Lord
Mahadev near 'Bargad'
tree in the ground and
then to Lord Shri
Hanuman and wished for
its grand success.

In this 'Kabaddi' compe-

tition to be organised
jointly under aegis of
BCC Bastar and
Bakawand, more than 70
teams from different vil-
lages are expected to take
part in 'Kabaddi'.

The final of the compe-
tition will be held on Dec
31. There is so much of
enthusiasm to see the tra-

ditional game of
'Kabaddi' in the region
that hundreds of vil-
lagers from Bhond and
nearby villages came to
have a look at the inaugu-
ral match. For this com-
petition, when MLA
Bastar Lakheshwar
Baghel arrived, he was ac-
corded warm welcome at

Bastar Chowk and here
BCC workers garlanded
him and busted fire-
crackers to welcome him.

Baghel was welcomed
in the field amidst clap-
ping by the players and
here he obtained intro-
duction of each player
and extended best wishes
to them.

The inaugural match
was played between
Tikanpal and Ichapur
and in this Bastar war-
rior Tiknapal won the
match 39-11 and in the
second match between
Karanji and Garenga of
Bakawand block, the later
won by 42-31.

During this Ganesh
Baghel, Dilip Singh
Sengar, Anil Parihar,
Balesh Dubey, Dinesh
Yadu, Kavita Sahu,
Narsingh Nagesh,
Champa Thakur, Suman
Dixit, Jagmohan Baghel,
Shivram Bisai,
Shyamkumari Dhruv,
Bhragu Tiwari, Anil
Jaiswal, Mansingh
Kawasi, Shailendra
Parihar, Rajshekhar,
Mahendra Baghel
Bhagirathi and others
were present.

Guards misbehave with 
relatives of patients 

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 16:
Guards misbehaving with
patients and their rela-
tives have come to notice
in the District Medical
Hospital, in context of the
pass issued for the en-
trance to meet the pa-
tients.

As per information, the
entrance of the Medical
Hospital of Rajnadgaon
was closed in the after-
noon, and after a case of
emergency came, only
those who had entry pass
were allowed, while oth-
ers were denied entry
owing to chaos in the gate
premises. As per informa-
tion, also the guards mis-
behaved with the patients

relatives, leading to oppo-
sition from those around.

While giving informa-
tion about the incident,
the villagers who arrived

from the village Sukul
Daiyan Indamra and
nearby villages said that
the main gate of the dis-
trict medical hospital was

closed at 2:30 pm on
Wednesday and due to
this, there was a crowd of
relatives and villagers of
the patients at the emer-
gency gate, after which
those who had the entry
pass were entering inside
the hospital, but those
who did not have the
entry pass were trying to
get information from the
guards while those with-
out a pass, had a rift be-
tween the relatives of
some patients and the
guards.

The villagers also al-
leged of usage of inde-
cent language by the
guards and have warned
to take the case to the
CMO and the District
Collector.

Red Cross Society run
medical shop re-opened

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 16: The
medicine shop with reno-
vations and run by Red
Cross Society of India
was started in the
District Hospital premis-
es in Raipur on Thursday.
District Panchayat
President Arun Singh
Chouhan and Collecto
Saurabh Kumar inaugu-
rated the shop by cutting
a ribbon.

In this medicine shop,
all the medicines will be
available 24 hours at rea-
sonable rates. It was dur-

ing two & half years of
Corona pandemic, this
shop remained closed. It
was with initiative by the
Collector and President
Red Cross Society
Saurabh Kumar that it

has been re-started for
convenience of the gen-
eral patients. This is the
fourth shop run by the
Red Cross Society in the
city and here both the
generic and branded allo-

pathic medicines will be
available.

On this occasion
Chouhan and Saurabh
Kumar started the shop
with purchase of medi-
cines and duo also plant-
ed saplings in the District
Hospital premises.

On this occasion
CHMO Dr Anil
Shrivastava, Civil
Surgeon Dr Anil Gupta,
Jail Superintendent
Khomesh Mandavi and
working committee
members of Red Cross
Society viz. NS Gautam,
BC Goyal, Rajiv Awasthi,
in-charge of shop- Aditya
Pandey and other public
reps  and social workers
were present.
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p In District Hospital
premises

p Total 70 ‘Kabaddi’
teams to take part;
finals on Dec 31

p MLA Baghel
accorded warm
welcome

p Under Saraswati
Cycle Yojana

Unique ID and Divyang 
certification camp organized 

Girl students of GRPEEMS distributed cycles

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 16: Under
the leadership of District
Panchayat member Shilu
Sahu, hundreds of vil-
lagers reached the
Collectorate and submit-
ted a memorandum to
Collector Rahul Dev and
demanded to stop illegal
plotting in Mungeli town
here and demanded action
against the concerned
people involved in this act.

The villagers alleged

that a almost 10 years after
the formation of Mungeli
district the general public
has got the benefit of
being a developed district,
but the Land Mafia are ex-
ploiting the people by plot-
ting agrarian land.

They also further al-
leged that these plots are
being sold to the general
public, who are losing
their life's savings by get-
ting caught in the trap of
these land mafias to fulfill
their dream of building
their dream home.
Collector Rahul Dev has
assured action after inves-
tigation in the said matter.

p Under leadership 
of Shilu Sahu

Villagers submit
memorandum to

stop illegal plotting

Health Dept providing better facilities to common citizens
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TECHFEST

Students visit the Techfest, at IIT Bombay in Mumbai, Friday.

BRIEF

Cop suspended 
 Ballia: A police jawan

was suspended and a
probe was ordered
against him after a
video purported to
show him dancing
drunk surfaced online,
a senior police officer
said on Friday. Deputy
Superintendent of
Police (Bansdih)
Rajesh Kumar Tiwari
said that Shailendra
Singh is posted in
Maniyar Police
Station. In the video,
which appeared on so-
cial media on Friday,
Singh was shown flex-
ing his clout while
drunk, and
boasting about his
caste, he said.

Rally held
 Jammu: A ex-service-

men rally and a
wreath laying ceremo-
ny to pay tributes to
the fallen soldiers of
the 1971 Indo-Pakistan
war marked the “Vijay
Diwas” celebrations
here on Friday. The
ceremony began with
Lt Gen Nav K
Khanduri, General
Officer Commanding-
in-chief, Western
Command, laying the
wreath at the ‘Balidan
Stambh’ war memori-
al, a defence
spokesperson said.
Corps Commander,
Rising Star Corps, Lt
Gen Pushpendra
Singh, Director
General of J-K Police
Dilbagh Singh along
with other senior offi-
cers of Army, BSF, po-
lice and civil adminis-
tration also laid
wreath at the war me-
morial. Vijay Diwas is
observed on December
16 to commemorate
India’s win over
Pakistan in the 1971
war that led to the cre-
ation of Bangladesh as
a sovereign country.

Driver arrested 
 Indore: An auto-rick-

shaw driver was ar-
rested on Friday for al-
legedly transporting
meat, suspected to be
beef, in Indore in
Madhya Pradesh, a po-
lice official said. The
driver, identified only
as Owais, was arrested
under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) section 279
(rash driving) and rele-
vant provisions of the
state’s anti-cow slaugh-
ter Act (Madhya
Pradesh Govansh
Vadh Pratishedh
Adhiniyam), Chandan
Nagar police station
in-charge Abhay
Nema said. The meat
recovered from the
auto-rickshaw of the
accused, a resident of
Mhow town near
Indore, was sent to a
laboratory to find out if
it was beef, he said.
Before the case was
registered, Bajrang
Dal workers reached
the Chandan Nagar
police station and cre-
ated a ruckus demand-
ing strict action
against the auto-rick-
shaw driver. In a state-
ment, Bajrang Dal’s
local unit coordinator
Tannu Sharma al-
leged beef was being
smuggled in the auto-
rickshaw and the
speeding three-wheel-
er also hit a few
vehicles.

Major General Atul Rawat
pays tribute at the

Dharamsala War memorial
on the occasion of Vijay
Diwas, in Dharamsala,

Friday.

Patna, Dec 16 (PTI):

The Saran hooch
tragedy toll rose to 30 on
Friday, the biggest since
Bihar went dry more than
six years ago, and it con-
tinued to cast a shadow on
the state legislature where
BJP members disrupted
proceedings in both
Houses before staging a
Raj Bhavan march. Saran
District Magistrate Rajesh
Meena told PTI over phone
that the number of people
who have died since
Tuesday night has climbed
to 30. However uncon-
firmed reports claimed up
to 50 people died by drink-
ing illicitly brewed coun-
try liquor. The DM main-
tained that the deaths
were “caused by suspected
consumption of spurious
liquor” which would be
confirmed after the vis-
cera of the deceased are
examined at forensic labs.

Proceedings of the leg-
islative council were ad-
journed till 2 pm within a
few minutes of com-
mencement at noon as the
MLCs raised an uproar

over the Chair’s reluc-
tance to take up for discus-
sion an adjournment mo-
tion brought by them.

Shortly afterwards,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar made an angry
statement on the floor of
the assembly, where simi-
lar uproarious incidents
had forced adjournment
till noon within a few min-
utes of commencement of
proceedings at 11 am.

“Those who drink and
lose their lives as a result
deserve no sympathy (koi
sahanubhuti nahin) and
no compensation”, fumed
the septuagenarian, un-

fazed by the flak he has
drawn over his “jo piyega
vo marega” quip on the
previous day. Kumar had
risen in his chair taking
exception to a submission
by CPI MLA Satyendra
Yadav that the govern-
ment consider giving mon-
etary compensation to the
bereaved family members.

“Please do not take such
a stand. I have always
looked upon the Left par-
ties as my allies”, said a
visibly pained Kumar,
adding “if you people feel
that prohibition is wrong
then say it so upfront. The
law was brought in with

the consent of all. If all
today think we were in the
wrong, we may withdraw
it”. “But do remember the
deaths have taken place
because of a filthy habit
(ganda baat)”, said the
chief minister before ut-
tering “jo piyega vo mare-
ga” for yet another time.

The CM’s statement
came ahead of the lunch
recess, shortly after a
walkout by the BJP MLAs.
The proceedings saw sev-
eral heated exchanges be-
tween Leader of the
Opposition Vijay Kumar
Sinha and Speaker Awadh
Bihari Chaudhary.

Saran hooch tragedy rocks
both Houses of legislature

Leader of Opposition in the Bihar Assembly and BJP leader Vijay Kumar Sinha (4th from
right) with legislators shouts slogans during a protest against Bihar government over the
Chhapra Hooch tragedy, in Patna, Friday.

 BJP stages 
Raj Bhavan march

Lucknow, Dec 16 (PTI):

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Friday attacked the pre-
vious state governments
alleging that due to their
rampant corruption and
discrimination in recruit-
ment, youths began to dis-
trust the government jobs.

“The youth stopped
trusting the Uttar Pradesh
Public Service
Commission (UPPSC) hes-
itated in case of govern-
ment jobs,” he said.

Adityanath made the re-
mark at a programme at
Lok Bhavan where he dis-
tributed appointment let-
ters to about 431 candi-
dates, recruited by the
UPPSC for the state’s agri-
culture department, the
UP government said in a
statement issued here.

Declaring that UP holds
enough potential to feed
not only the entire coun-
try, but also the world,
Adityanath said that if the
state’s agricultural capaci-
ty is improved with con-
certed efforts, it will soon
become the “growth en-
gine” driving the coun-
try’s economy and will
lead the food grain produc-
tion globally.“Usage of
technology, availability of
quality, and certified
seeds, innovation and pro-
gressive farming, will

boost the state’s agricul-
tural capacity about three
times and Uttar Pradesh
will not only be able to feed
the entire country but
even the world,” he said.

He said that to ensure
that the state turns into a
$1 trillion economy, the
government has identified
few sectors with best pos-
sibilities for growth, with
agriculture remaining to
be a priority.

“UP’s fertile land, abun-
dant natural resources,
and agriculture being the
prime source of income
for a large population in
the state makes it essential
to strengthen the agricul-
ture sector for UP to
progress,” he said.

“UP has made efforts
with the centre to benefit
crop growers. After 2014,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi ensured inclusion of
farmers among priorities
of the government.

“About 2.54 crore farm-
ers in UP are benefiting
from Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman Nidhi and
various other schemes. An
additional facility of irri-
gation was provided to 22
lakh hectares of land in
UP through the PM Krishi
Sinchayee Yojana,”
Adityanath said. Various
pending irrigation proj-
ects including the Saryu
Canal Project and the

Arjun Sahayak have been
completed and opera-
tionalised in a time-bound
manner to benefit the
farmers, the CM, accord-
ing to the statement, said.

He also highlighted the
fact that many farmers
from UP’s Barabanki,
Varanasi, Saharanpur,
and Bulandshahr have
been honoured with
Padma awards.

Congratulating the
newly recruited candi-
dates, Adityanath said,
“Good experience and
knowledge of the candi-
dates will benefit the farm-
ers of the state.”

As a part of the initia-
tives taken by the Centre,
about 27 districts on the
banks of Ganga and all
seven districts of
Bundelkhand have been
selected for natural farm-
ing, and testing labs are
being set up for it.

Adityanath also urged
the newly-recruited candi-
dates to communicate
with the farmers and en-
sure that they are benefit-
ted in every possible way ,
be it adoption of new tech-
nology, or making quality
seeds available to them.

According to the state-
ment, group topper
Kusumlata said that the
recruitment process has
been absolutely transpar-
ent.

Corruption made youths distrust
government jobs: Yogi Adityanath

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will chair a
meeting of the Eastern
Zonal Council in Kolkata
on Saturday where issues
like security along the
inter-state borders, smug-
gling along the India-
Bangladesh border, and
connectivity will be dis-
cussed, officials said.

The Eastern Zonal
Council comprises West
Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand,
and Odisha. It will be at-
tended by chief ministers,
ministers, chief secre-
taries, principal secre-
taries, and senior officers
of the member states and
senior officers of central

government, a home min-
istry official said. The
meeting of the council is
also expected to discuss
power and other issues of
common interests, the offi-
cial said. As per the estab-
lished procedure and prac-
tice, the zonal council
meeting is preceded by a
standing committee of the
council, in which the agen-
da items to be placed be-
fore the council are scruti-
nised and listed in order of
priority. The Modi govern-
ment has been regularly
holding meetings of the
zonal councils as a part of
its strategy to strengthen
and promote cooperative
and competitive federal-
ism in the country, anoth-

er official said. The region-
al councils provide a
forum for discussion in a
structured manner on is-
sues affecting one or more
states or issues between
the Centre and the states.

In the last eight years
under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the number of meet-
ings of the zonal councils
and its standing commit-
tees have increased by
three times, the official
said. Regional councils
help in developing a coor-
dinated approach through
discussion and exchange
of views between states.
The zonal councils take up
issues involving Centre
and states and one or

many states falling in the
zone. The zonal councils,
thus, provide a forum for
resolving disputes and ir-
ritants between the Centre
and the states and among
many states in the zone.
The meetings of the zonal
councils are used by the
states and Union
Territories to share their
best practices. The coun-
cils also discuss broad
range of issues such as
boundary related disputes,
security, infrastructure re-
lated matters such as road
transport, industries,
water, and power, matters
pertaining to forests and
environment, housing, ed-
ucation, food security,
tourism and transport etc.

Amit Shah to chair Eastern Zonal Council meet in Kolkata

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Scores of BJP leaders
and workers staged a
protest near Pakistan
High Commission here on
Friday over Pakistan
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto’s remarks against
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The protesters also
demanded an apology for
Bhutto’s ‘insensible’ re-
marks.

The protesters held BJP
flags and placards some of
which read: ‘Pakistan
aukaat ma aao and Maafi
mango’ (Pakistan stay in
your limits and apologise)

and ‘Pakistan hosh mein
aayo’ (Wake up Pakistan).
Lashing out at Bhutto for

his personal remark
against Modi, a party
leader said, “We condemn

Bhutto’s remarks. How
could he use such a lan-
guage against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
He should always remem-
ber that his grandfather
begged India for forgive-
ness. “Pakistan should be
thrown out of the United
Nations for attacking the
Indian leader. They har-
bour terrorists,” said a
party leader.

Another leader said
Bhutto should not have
used such words for
Indian leaders. “We won’t
tolerate such insensible
statement against our
leader.

BJP stages protest near Pakistan High
Commission over Bilawal Bhutto’s remarks

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders and supporters stage
a protest near the Pakistan High Commission, in New
Delhi, Friday.

Jaipur, Dec 16 (PTI):

The Rajasthan govern-
ment is set to enact a law
establishing a regulatory
authority to keep tabs on
private educational insti-
tutes including coaching
centres, ensuring that they
open counselling cells, end
“glorification” of toppers
and deal with the kind of
stress that possibly led to
three students committing
suicide recently. The draft
law proposes aptitude tests
for students before they
join a coaching centre for
competitive exams, and a
helpline if they find that
they cannot face the stress.
“The Rajasthan Private

Educational Institutions
Regulatory Bill - 2022”,
which has been in the mak-
ing since 2020, is likely to
be introduced in the next
session of the state assem-
bly. It covers schools, col-
leges as well as centres, like
in coaching hub Kota, that
prepare students for com-
petitive exams. Recently,
three students studying at
a Kota centre committed
suicide, allegedly because
they could not cope up with
the pressure of studies
there. The draft bill also
seeks to regulate tuition
fees, annual fee hikes, cost
of study material and
other charges levied by pri-
vate institutions, including

tuition centres. The au-
thority, headed by a promi-
nent academician as chair-
person, shall also make
provisions to fix study
hours, days off and the gap
between tests to avoid
stress on students. The bill
proposes heft penalties —
up to Rs 5 crore for repeat
offenders. The draft bill
mentions setting up a ca-
reer counselling cell to in-
form students about job op-
tions. The regulatory au-
thority will also take meas-
ures to discourage “bogus
advertising” and “glorifica-
tion of toppers” to prevent
other students developing
a sense of “inferiority”, the
draft says.

Rajasthan govt likely to enact law to set up
education regulator, rein in coaching centres

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1166  ((PPTTII))::

The Delhi High Court direct-
ed the city government on
Friday to ensure admission to
children belonging to weaker
sections of the society in pri-
vate unaided schools, observ-
ing that it is high time that the
judiciary reaches out to people
instead of waiting for them to
reach out to it. It said these
kids are being forced to knock
on the doors of the court for
availing their fundamental
right to education.

The court said all the private
unaided schools concerned
shall ensure that no student
belonging to the “weaker sec-
tions” as defined in the Right
To Education (RTE) Act and
recommended by the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
for being admitted in an aca-
demic session shall be denied
admission or treated with con-

duct that is unwelcoming of
them on any pretext whatsoev-
er, including that of suspicion
of credentials. The counsel
representing the children
belonging to the economically
weaker section (EWS) who
were denied admissions by
several schools submitted that
to add insult to injury, the
school gates were literally shut
on the faces of the shortlisted
students and their parents.

“One can just imagine the
humiliation faced by the young
children and their parents. This
court, as a custodian of the
Constitution, cannot remain a
mute spectator to the outright
bulldozing of human rights by
those in the noble service of
imparting education, thus
bringing a bad name and
repute to the same,” Justice
Chandra Dhari Singh said in an
85-page judgment. The court
noted that this batch of peti-

tions showed that the provi-
sions of the RTE Act as well as
the directives or circulars
issued by the DoE are being
violated and brutally lynched
in broad daylight. This is the
status, where circulars in form
of letters are exchanged
between the State and the
schools, while the poor chil-
dren along with their parents,
despite having followed the
due procedure, are forced to
move from pillar to post and
are being humiliated at every
step with the “only hope that
on some fortunate day, Lady
Luck will shower her blessings
and these children will get
admission in a school”, it said.

The court further said:
“These children have commit-
ted no other crime but that
they were born in poverty. This
court’s conscience is laden
with the woes of the poor chil-
dren and their parents.

HC directs Delhi govt to ensure admission
to EWS category kids in private schools

Kottayam (Kerala), Dec
16 (PTI): A 10-year-old girl
died and several others
were injured on Friday
when their minibus went
off the road and turned
turtle at Erumely area of
Kottayam district in
Kerala while enroute to
Sabarimala from Chennai
for the ongoing
annual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrim-
age. An officer of Erumely
police station said the acci-
dent occurred between 3-
3.30 pm when the vehicle
was trying to navigate a
treacherous hairpin curve
there which is prone to ac-

cidents. “A lot of accidents
take place here as the road
goes steep downhill right
after the hairpin curve,”
she said. The officer said it
was believed that mechan-
ical failure of the minibus
was the cause for the acci-
dent, but it was not con-
firmed. There were 20 pil-
grims, including five chil-
dren, and the driver in the
bus, she said, adding that
12 people were admitted to
the nearby medical college
for treatment. “No one else
suffered any major in-
juries,” she said. Earlier
on November 19, as many
as 43 people including a

boy suffered injuries after
a bus carrying Sabarimala
pilgrims from Andhra
Pradesh met with an acci-
dent and overturned near
Laha in Kerala’s
Pathanamthitta district.

The annual two-month
long pilgrimage season
began on November 17 and
the 41-day Mandala puja
festival at the famed Lord
Ayyappa Swamy shrine
will conclude on
December 27. Thereafter,
the temple will be opened
again on December 30 for
the Makaravilakku pil-
grimage, which will end
on January 14, 2023.

Girl dies after bus carrying 
pilgrims to Sabarimala overturns



KOREAN ORGAN DONOR PROGRAM

Members of the nongovernmental Korean Organ Donor Program in Santa outfits pose during an organ donation
campaign at Gwanghwamun Square in Seoul, South Korea, Friday, Dec. 16.

MISS AMERICA COMPETITION

Miss Wisconsin Grace Stanke, left, acknowledges the audience moments after she was crowned as Miss America
2023 during the Miss America competition at the Mohegan Sun casino, in Uncasville, Conn.
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United Nations, Dec 16 (PTI):

The world sees Pakistan
as the “epicentre of terror-
ism” and it should clean
up its act and try to be a
good neighbour, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has said, as-
serting that the world has
not forgotten where the
menace stems from.

He also recalled former
US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s blunt
message to Islamabad that

snakes in one’s backyard
will eventually bite those
who keep them.

Jaishankar was ad-
dressing reporters on
Thursday at the UN head-
quarters after chairing a
signature event held
under India’s presidency
of the Security Council on
Global Counterterrorism
Approach: Challenges and
Way Forward.’
Responding to a question
by PTI on Pakistan
Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs Hina
Rabbani Khar’s recent
statements about a
“dossier” and allegations
against India, he said, “I
saw, I read the reports on
what minister Khar said.
And I was reminded, more
than a decade ago, my
memory serves me right.
Hillary Clinton was visit-
ing Pakistan. And Hina
Rabbani Khar was a min-
ister at that time.
“Standing next to her,
Hillary Clinton actually

said that if you have...
snakes in your backyard,
you can’t expect them to
bite only your neighbours.
Eventually, they will bite
the people who keep them
in the backyard. But as
you know, Pakistan is not
great at taking good ad-
vice. You see what’s hap-
pening there,” Jaishankar
recalled. During her visit
to Islamabad in October
2011, Clinton, addressed
the media with Pakistan’s
then Foreign Minister
Khar and said, “It’s like
that old story - you can’t
keep snakes in your back-
yard and expect them only
to bite your neighbours.
Eventually, those snakes
are going to turn on who-
ever has them in the back-
yard.” “We asked very
specifically for greater co-
operation from the
Pakistani side to squeeze
the Haqqani network and
other terrorists because
we know that trying to
eliminate terrorists and
safe havens on one side of
the border is not going to
work,” Clinton had said.

World sees Pakistan as ‘epicentre’
of terrorism: EAM Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar speaks at the UNSC briefing on ‘Global
Counterterrorism Approach: Challenges and Way Forward’, in New York.

Kyiv, Dec 16 (AP):

Russian forces launched
at least 60 missiles across
Ukraine on Friday, officials
said, reporting explosions
in at least four cities, in-
cluding Kyiv. At least two
people were killed by a
strike on a residential
building in central
Ukraine, where a hunt was
on for survivors.
Electricity and water serv-
ices were interrupted in
the capital and Ukraine’s
second-largest city,
Kharkiv. Thousands of
people sought shelter in
subway stations deep un-
derground during the bom-
bardment. The Kyiv city
administration said
Ukraine’s capital had with-

stood “one of the biggest
rocket attacks” launched
by Russian forces since
they invaded Ukraine near-
ly 10 months ago. The ad-
ministration said
Ukrainian air defence
forces shot down 37 of
“about 40” that entered the
city’s airspace. One person

was injured, it said.
Thudding blasts and gun-
fire from air-defense sys-
tems echoed across the
country as authorities on
social media reported ex-
plosions and missile
strikes in the city and
southern Kryvyi Rih,
s o u t h e a s t e r n

Zaporizhzhia, and north-
eastern Kharkiv. Air raid
alarms sounded across the
country, warning of a new
barrage of the Russian
strikes that have occurred
intermittently since mid-
October. Ukrainian Air
Force spokesman Yurii
Inhat told Ukrainian TV
that more than 60 missiles
had been fired, but it was-
n’t immediately clear how
many missiles the
Ukrainian army managed
to intercept. Ihnat said
Russian forces had fired
cruise missiles from posi-
tions in the Black Sea, and
used bomber aircraft as
part of an effort to “mas-
sively distract the attention
of the anti-aircraft defence,
keeping it in tension”.

Russia launches another major
missile attack on Ukraine

New York, Dec 16 (AP):
A California woman
pleaded guilty on
Thursday in connection
with her unwitting role in
a foiled plot to kidnap a
prominent Iranian opposi-
tion activist living in New
York City and take her
back to Tehran.

US prosecutors have not
accused Niloufar
Bahadorifar of participat-
ing in the plot to abduct
Masih Alinejad, a journal-
ist and vocal critic of the
Iranian government for its
treatment of women and
other issues.

But authorities said four
Iranians who plotted to
kidnap the activist paid an
American private investi-

gator to watch her used
Bahadorifar as a go-be-
tween. Bahadorifar plead-
ed guilty to a charge of
conspiracy to violate US
economic sanctions on
Iran by helping channel
money to the investigator.

Her lawyer, Jeffrey
Lichtman, told The New
York Times that
Bahadorifar was herself a
victim of a “cancerous”
Iranian regime.

“When Iran’s terrorist
leaders aren’t slaughter-
ing their own people,” he
said, “they’re travelling
the globe trying to kill
their critics, including the
despicable manipulation
of Ms. Bahadorifar by an
old family friend.”

Woman admits to 
unwittingly funding Iran

critic kidnap plot Ankara, Dec 16 (AP):

A bomb exploded on a
highway in Turkey as a
van carrying police offi-
cers drove past on Friday,
injuring nine of its pas-
sengers, government offi-
cials said.

Two people were de-
tained in connection with
the attack, which oc-
curred near the predomi-
nantly Kurdish-populated
city of Diyarbakir in
southeast Turkey, Interior
Minister Suleyman Soylu
said.

The bomb was placed
inside a parked vehicle
near a market selling live-
stock, according to the
Diyarbakir governor’s of-
fice.

Eight police officers and
a civilian were taken to

hospitals as a precaution
but were not in serious
condition, it said.

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility
for the attack. Kurdish
militants have been be-
hind similar attacks in the
region in the past. Islamic
and leftist extremists have
also carried out bombings
in the country.

Last month, a bomb
blast in a bustling pedes-
trian street in Istanbul left
six people dead, including
two children. More than
80 others were wounded.

Turkey blamed the at-
tack on the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party,
or PKK, as well as Syrian
Kurdish groups affiliated
with it. The Kurdish mili-
tant groups denied in-
volvement.

Bomb attack in Turkey 
targets police van, injuring 9

Batang Kali (Malaysia),
Dec 16 (AP): A landslide
on Friday at a tourist
campground in Malaysia
left 16 people dead and au-
thorities said 17 others
were feared buried at the
site on an organic farm
outside the capital of
Kuala Lumpur. An esti-
mated 94 Malaysians were
believed to have been at
the campsite in Batang
Kali in central Selangor
state, around 50 kilome-
tres (31 miles) north of
Kuala Lumpur, when the
incident occurred, said
district police chief
Suffian Abdullah. He said
the death toll has risen to
16, including a five-year-
old boy. Seven people have

been hospitalised with in-
juries and rescuers were

searching for the estimat-
ed 17 missing people, he

said. Another 53 people
were rescued without
harm. Suffian said the vic-
tims had entered the area,
a popular recreational site
for locals to pitch or rent
tents from the farm, on
Wednesday. More than 400
personnel, including
tracking dogs, were in-
volved in the search and
rescue efforts. The
Selangor fire department
said firefighters began ar-
riving at the scene half an
hour after receiving a dis-
tress call at 2.24 am. The
landslide fell from the side
of a road from an estimat-
ed height of 30 metres (98
feet) and covered an area
of about three acres (1.2
hectare).

Landslide at Malaysia campground leaves 16 dead, 17 missing

Rescue team prepare equipments near the site of a
landslide at an organic farm in Batang Kali, Malaysia,
Friday, Dec. 16. Dozens of Malaysians were believed to
have been at a tourist campground in Batang Kali, outside
the capital of Kuala Lumpur, when the incident occurred,
said a district police chief. 

US puts 3 dozen more

Chinese companies

on trade blacklist

Bangkok, Dec 16 (AP):
The US Department of
Commerce is adding 36
Chinese high-tech compa-
nies, including makers of
aviation equipment, chem-
icals and computer chips,
to an export controls
blacklist, citing concerns
over national security, US
interests and human
rights.

The inclusion of the
companies in the trade
“Entity List” means that
export licenses will likely
be denied for any US com-
pany trying to do business
with them.

AArree  yyoouu  tthhee  oonnee  wwhhoo  lliivveess  oonn  
bbuurrggeerrss  oorr  ppaacckkaaggeedd  ffooooddss??  

Well, then it's time for you to check
your diet. These delicious food items
that you die for contain excess carbohy-
drates and unhealthy fats that are ex-
tremely dangerous for your health.
Most of these food items contain an ex-
cess of carbs, fats, added sugars and
salt. These items do not have sufficient
nutritional value. They only offer you
high calories that are harmful to the
body and its various organs.
Researchers have found that when most
of these food items were given to lab
animals, they yielded dangerous results,
offering negative nutritional value to
them. Prolonged exposure to these food
items can affect the health of the heart,
and gastrointestinal organs and lead to
obesity. Women today are managing
many spheres of life and this has also in-
fluenced some changes in their lifestyle.
There has been a change in overall eat-
ing habits of all due to the constraint of
time to prepare home-cooked food and
also work-related situation. Time con-
straint is also not allowing much time
for regular physical exercises. Junk food
has made its way into everyone's life
and women along with men are becom-
ing victims of many ill effects of junk
food on health. The bad effects of junk
food are both short-term and long-term,
and some are also irreversible.

In a few words, junk foods are creat-

ing havoc in the health and mental con-
dition of women. Physical illness is also
affecting the mind and other aspects of
life, family and relationships. Causes of
obesity: It is one of the most common
effects of junk food. Junk foods are full
of calories, sugars and fats that are the
main reasons for gaining weight.
Further, obesity leads to various issues
like joint pain, diabetes and various
heart ailments. So, it is important to cut
down on the intake of excess fast foods.

Induces learning and memory prob-
lems: If you take foods loaded with
sugar and fat, it may suppress the func-
tion of the brain which helps in learning.
This issue with junk food further has the
backing of a research study published in
the American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition. As per the study, the con-
sumption of excessive junk food caused
poor cognitive test results. The hip-
pocampus region of our brain is respon-
sible for learning and memory. Due to
an intake of foods loaded with sugars, a
sudden inflammation occurs in the hip-
pocampus region. This is one of the
harmful effects of junk food. Impacts on
the respiratory system: Fast food meals
are always high in calories. Now, calo-
ries lead to weight gain and obesity.
Obesity will give rise to respiratory
problems like shortness of breath and
asthma. This can also put pressure on
the lungs and heart. It is extremely diffi-
cult to breathe while walking, doing ex-
ercises, and climbing in such a situation.
Affects children's health: Junk food
items are adverse to a child's health.
Children are more prone to the such risk
of respiratory issues. As per a study,
children having fast food at least 3
times a week are more likely to suffer
from asthma.

Ill effects on skin: Previously, pizza
and chocolate have taken the entire
blame for acne. However, carbs are be-
hind such skin issues. Food items high in
carbs will cause blood sugar spikes,
which in turn may cause acne.

According to a study, adolescents and
children having fast food three times or
more in a week can develop eczema.
Eczema is a skin disease causing irritat-
ed patches of inflamed skin. Harmful ef-
fects on the central nervous system: As
per recent research and study, people
who have processed pastries and fast
food are 51% more likely to develop de-
pression than those not having such
foods or consuming a few of them. Fast
food is of negligible health benefits. In
the short run, it may satisfy hunger, but
the results are less favourable in the
long run. May impact the reproductive
system: The ingredients present in fast
food will create an impact on a woman's
fertility. As per a recent study,
processed food has phthalates.

NNooww,,  wwhhaatt  aarree  pphhtthhaallaatteess??  
These are chemicals that may dis-

rupt a body's hormonal activity.
Exposure to such high levels of chemi-
cals may cause various reproductive
problems, which include congenital dis-
abilities. Side effects on the skeletal
system: Fast food contains huge vol-
umes of carbs that may increase acids
in your mouth. Such acids may remove
tooth enamel. With the disappearance
of tooth enamel, bacteria may develop,
leading to the formation of cavities.
Intake of carbs may lead to obesity,
which in turn may impact muscle mass
and bone density. Thus, obese people
are prone to breaking bones.
Consuming food items with optimum
levels of carbs along with exercise can
strengthen bones. Kills appetite: One
may feel good about junk food as it fills
the stomach for long hours. However,
there is a catch! These eatables are rich
in carbs, which may affect your appetite
negatively. You may lose your appetite
subsequently. Thus, losing appetite is
one of the harmful effects of junk foods.
Causes digestive problems: Overeating
is one of the serious ill effects of fast
food. People may end up eating more
than what is required due to fluctuating

levels of blood sugar. It makes the brain
demand more quantity of food than
what is needed. Subsequently, there are
various problems with indigestion,
which adds up to the ill effects of the
consumption of junk food. Essential nu-
trients are keys to healthy growth and
development. Now, junk food lacks
basic nutrition too. Such unhealthy
habits and insufficient levels of nutrition
will affect the development of the brain
and various other parts of the body. As a
result, nutritionists do not favour intake
of processed foods in excess due to
their ill effects on a body's growth and
development. In conclusion, we know
that junk foods are tasty, affordable,
and convenient. This makes it hard to
limit the amount of junk food we eat.
However, if junk foods become a staple
of our diets, there can be negative im-
pacts on our health. We should aim for
high-fibre foods such as whole grains,
vegetables, and fruits; meals that have
moderate amounts of sugar and salt;
and calcium-rich and iron-rich foods.
Healthy foods help to build strong bod-
ies and brains. Limiting junk food intake
can happen on an individual level, based
on our food choices, or through govern-
ment policies and health-promotion
strategies. We need governments to
stop junk food companies from adver-
tising to young people, and we need
their help to replace junk food restau-
rants with more healthy options.
Researchers can focus on education and
health promotion around healthy food
options and can work with young peo-
ple to develop solutions. If we all work
together, we can help young people
across the world to make food choices
that will improve their short and long-
term health. Junk food may be the most
preferred food but definitely not the
healthiest. It is very important that you
know how much is too much for your
body. Consuming permissible amounts
accordingly on an occasional basis
should be the way to devour junk food.
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Messi-the legend
35-year old Lionel Andrés Messi,

also known as Lionel Messi, is one
of the world's greatest football
players who has won six FIFA
World Player of the Year awards.
He has announced that the FIFA
World Cup final will be his last
game for Argentina. Though the
World Cup football final will be
held on Sunday (December 18),
even then after the retirement an-
nouncement Messi said, "I feel
very happy to be able to achieve
this, to finish my World Cup jour-
ney by playing my last game in a
final." Against Croatia in the first
semifinal, Messi broke multiple
records. Like he is playing his
"record-equaling" fifth FIFA World
Cup in Qatar this year, will play the
FIFA World Cup final for the second
time in his career. In the semi-final
against Croatia, he first equaled
former Germany midfielder Lothar
Matthaus' record of appearing in
most World Cup matches (25). And
then, by scoring the opening goal
for Argentina, he broke his native's
striker Gabriel Batistuta's record of
scoring the most goals by an
Argentine player in FIFA World Cup
matches. Messi now has 11 goals
to his name in 25 matches. Not
only with goals, but also with as-
sists, Messi set a new record. He is
the first player in World Cup histo-
ry to score a goal and provide an
assist in the same game in four
matches. He has done this three
times in the ongoing World Cup
and once back in 2006 against
Serbia. Messi's decision of retire-
ment (if it final) may be slightly too
early. Historically, those who have
announced such plans have not
met the desired outcome. Great
player! True legend of the game,
we will miss his magic. But still all
the best to Messi. He deserves a
legendary farewell. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd

United against China
While the ever-vigilant Indian

troops deserve kudos for thwarting
an attempt by the Chinese PLA to
unilaterally change the status quo
in the Yangtse area, it’s unfortu-
nate that opposition political par-
ties are seeing the latest border
skirmish as an opportunity to cor-
ner the Modi government. Instead
of standing united and taking
China to task for its yet another
pre-planned aggression at the LAC,
they are devising ways to find fault
with the government’s prepared-
ness to deal effectively therewith.

VViinnaayyaakk  GG,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

Fit and active life
People have become more

health conscious and fitness is the
mantra of life these days, not only
for youngsters, but also grownups.
Consequently, gyms and yoga cen-
tres are flourishing like never be-
fore. However, it is important to be
aware of one’s stamina and health
issues before starting any form of
exercise. Being healthy does not
mean just having a fit body, it also
implies a healthy mind, which
plays a crucial role in our physical
well-being. A balanced and judi-
cious approach towards health and
fitness can help us lead a fit and
active life.

SSuummiittaa  KKaannwwaarr,,  YYaammuunnaannaaggaarr
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Artists wearing Kathakali costume at the opening ceremony of the Kochi Design Week, in Kochi, Friday, Dec. 16.

KATHAKALI COSTUME

D ata released earlier this week show that retail inflation dipped
below the RBI's upper tolerance level of 6 per cent for the first

time in 11 months in November on softening food price
index.Though the consumer price index (CPI) based retail inflation
declined to 5.88 per cent in November, experts still expect the
Reserve Bank to hike interest rates by another 25 basis points in its
February monetary policy review. The RBI, which takes into account
retail inflation for formulating monetary policy, had last week said
the worst of inflation is behind us, but there is no room for compla-
cency and hiked the benchmark policy rate by 35 basis points to
6.25 per cent. The central bank also said it will keep 'Arjuna's eye'
(keen focus) on the evolving inflation dynamics and projected infla-
tion to remain above 4 per cent for the next 12 months. The RBI can
certainly consider a pause in raising interest rates, given the fact
that in both food and fuel, the uncertainties from weather and war
make any predictions fool hardy. The RBI keeps a close watch on
CPI inflation, which is expected to remain above 6 per cent in
December. The wholesale price-based inflation fell to a 21-month
low of 5.85 per cent in November as prices of food, fuel and manu-
factured items softened. The WPI (wholesale price index) based in-
flation has been on a declining trend since May and came down to
single digit in October at 8.39 per cent. Experts say a high base of
last year and some easing in food prices also worked in favour of
the November 2022 wholesale price index coming inat its lowest
level since February 2021 when it was 4.83 per cent. Decline in the
rate of inflation in November 2022 is primarily contributed by fall in
prices of food articles, basic metals, textiles, chemicals & chemical
products and paper & paper products as compared to the corre-
sponding month of the previous year. Buoyed over the decline,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told Parliament that the gov-
ernment will work for the common man to further bring down infla-
tion. Her remarks came against the backdrop of inflation in food ar-
ticles in November pegged at 1.07 per cent against 8.33 per cent in
the previous month. Inflation in vegetables was (-)20.08 per cent-
during the month compared to 17.61 per cent inOctober. WPI infla-
tion continued to moderate in November with the base effect work-
ing in favour of  lower numbers. Within food, prices of  fruits, veg-
etables, especially tomato and potato, dragged down the prices.
However, there is an uptick in prices of wheat, pulses and milk prod-
ucts. With Russian federation re-joining the Black Sea Grain initia-
tive, wheat prices are expected to see some volatility in the coming
months. Core WPI softened to two-year low of 3.5 per cent in
November. As per WPI data, in the 'fuel and power' basket, inflation
was 17.35 per cent, while in manufactured products, it was 3.59 per-
cent in November. As of  now, RBI needs to pause on rate hikes.

Theodore J. Kury

E lon Musk's takeover of Twitter, and his controversial state-
ments and decisions as its owner, have fuelled a new wave of

calls for regulating social media companies. Elected officials and poli-
cy scholars have argued for years that companies like Twitter and
Facebook now Meta have immense power over public discussions
and can use that power to elevate some views and suppress others.
Critics also accuse the companies of failing to protect users' personal
data and downplaying harmful impacts of using social media. As an
economist who studies the regulation of utilities such as electricity,
gas and water, I wonder what that regulation would look like. There
are many regulatory models in use around the world, but few seem to
fit the realities of social media. However, observing how these mod-
els work can provide valuable insights. The central ideas behind eco-
nomic regulation safe, reliable service at fair and reasonable rates
have been around for centuries. The US has a rich history of regula-
tion since the turn of the 20th century. The first federal economic reg-
ulator in the US was the Interstate Commerce Commission, which
was created by the Interstate Commerce Act of 1887. This law re-
quired railroads, which were growing dramatically and becoming a
highly influential industry, to operate safely and fairly and to charge
reasonable rates for service. The Interstate Commerce Act reflected
concerns that railroads which were monopolies in the regions that
they served and provided an essential service could behave in any
manner they chose and charge any price they wanted. This power
threatened people who relied on rail service, such as farmers sending
crops to market. Other industries, such as bus transportation and
trucking, would later be subjected to similar regulation. In my view, a
more relevant regulatory model for social media might be the way in
which the US regulates electricity grid and pipeline operations. These
industries fall under the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and state utility regulators. Like these networks, social
media carries a commodity here it's information, instead of electrici-
ty, oil or gas and the public's primary concern is that companies like
Meta and Twitter should do it safely and fairly. In this context, regula-
tion means establishing standards for safety and equity. If a company
violates those standards, it faces fines. It sounds simple, but the prac-
tice is far more complicated. First, establishing these standards re-
quires a careful definition of the regulated company's roles and re-
sponsibilities. For example, your local electric utility is responsible for
delivering power safely to your home. Since social media companies
continuously adapt to the needs and wants of their users, establish-
ing these roles and responsibilities could prove challenging. Texas at-
tempted to do this in 2021 with HB 20, a law that barred social media
companies from banning users based on their political views. Social
media trade groups sued, arguing that the measure infringed upon
their members' First Amendment rights. A federal appellate court
blocked the law, and the case is likely headed to the Supreme Court.
Setting appropriate levels of fines is also complicated. Theoretically,
regulators should try to set a fine commensurate with the damage to
society from the infraction. From a practical standpoint, however,
regulators treat fines as a deterrent. If the regulator never has to as-
sess the fine, it means that companies are adhering to the estab-
lished standards for safety and equity. Congress writes the laws that
create regulatory agencies and guide their actions, so that's where
any moves to regulate social media companies will start. Since these
companies are controlled by some of the wealthiest people in the US,
it's likely that a law regulating social media would face legal chal-
lenges, potentially all the way to the Supreme Court. And the current
Supreme Court has a strong pro-business record. If a new law with-
stands legal challenges, a regulatory agency such as the Federal
Communications Commission or the Federal Trade Commission, or
perhaps a newly created agency, would have to write regulations es-
tablishing social media companies' roles and responsibilities. In doing
so, regulators would need to be mindful that changes in social prefer-
ences and tastes could render these roles moot.

WWrriitteerr  iiss  DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  EEnneerrggyy  SSttuuddiieess,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff  FFlloorriiddaa

What social media 
regulation could look like

RBI keeping ‘Arjuna’s
eye’ on inflation

The hidden impact of junk food and women’s health

Ajay Seth and Michael

Debabrata Patra

E nsuring access to financial
services, timely and adequate

credit for vulnerable groups such as
weaker sections and low-income
groups at an affordable cost is recog-
nized as a key driver of economic
growth and poverty alleviation the
world over. Access to formal finance
can boost job creation, reduce vulner-
ability to economic shocks and in-
crease investments in human capital.
Seven of the seventeen United Nations
Sustainable  Development Goals
(SDG) have financial inclusion as a key
enabler for improving the quality of
lives of poor and marginalized sections
of the society. 

In 2010, G20 countries endorsed a
Global Partnership for Financial
Inclusion (GPFI) to facilitate dialogue
on financial inclusion, focusing on un-
served and underserved individuals,
micro, small and medium enterprises.
In 2011, G20 leaders made a commit-
ment  to bring down the cost of remit-
tances. High-Level Principles (HLP) for
Digital Financial Inclusion (DFI) were
developed in 2016 as a guide to coun-
tries on their path to digital transfor-
mation. GPFI continues to focus on fa-
cilitating digital financial inclusion and

working towards providing op-
tions of finance to SMEs, while
addressing financial customer
protection and financial literacy
aspects. The drive towards fi-
nancial inclusion has been
unique for each country, condi-
tioned by national priorities, in-
stitutional capacity to imple-
ment reforms, evolution of fi-
nancial markets, payments in-
frastructure, financial capabili-
ty, and cultural beliefs that drive finan-
cial behaviour.  In India, policies for fi-
nancial inclusion include expansion of
bank branch networks to unserved
and underserved areas, credit flow to
sections of society that get excluded
by credit markets, launch of the Lead
Bank Scheme, promotion of Self-Help
Groups and Joint Liability Groups
(JLG), introduction of Kisan Credit
Cards (KCC) and Basic Savings Bank
Deposit Accounts (BSBDA), improving
last mile delivery through business
correspondents. A watershed moment
was the launch of the Pradhan Mantri
Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) programme
for providing access to bank accounts
to every household and further to
every unbanked adult under the ex-
panded coverage. PMJDY was an-
nounced by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his I-Day address on August

15, 2014. While launching the pro-
gramme on August 28, 2014, the PM
had described the occasion as a festi-
val to celebrate the liberation of the
poor from a vicious cycle. Taking this
initiative forward, the JAM (Jan Dhan,
Aadhaar and Mobile) trinity brought
about a major shift in the field of finan-
cial inclusion and enabled universali-
sation of digital payments in a conven-
ient, safe, secure, transparent, and af-
fordable manner. The resilience of the
JAM eco-system was tested during the
pandemic, when timely relief was pro-
vided to vulnerable sections through
direct benefit transfer (DBT) amount-
ing to Rs. 5.53 lakh crore across 319
government schemes spread over 54
ministries. Building on the JAM eco-
system, the country has made signifi-
cant strides in bridging the gender
gap. Deposit balances of women are

growing at a faster rate than
those of men  through the last
decade.  A National Strategy for
Financial Inclusion (NSFI) 2019-
24 and National Strategy for
Financial Education (NSFE):
2020-25 have been put in place
to provide a road map for coordi-
nated approach by all financial
sector regulators to ensure sys-
tem-wide financial inclusion, fi-
nancial literacy and consumer

protection. A Financial Inclusion (FI)
Index has been developed by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) which
highlights the need for greater and
more focussed interventions on the
demand side of inclusion efforts for
improving the safe and secure usage
of financial services and improving the
quality of delivery of sustainable finan-
cial inclusion. India has been a fore-
runner in addressing the ‘last mile con-
nectivity’ problem by developing a
world class payment infrastructure,
leveraging digital infrastructure like
UPI, Aadhar, GSTN, Open Network for
Digital Commerce (ONDC) and
Account Aggregators (AA) to facilitate
digital consent-based sharing of finan-
cial data for lending including cash
flow-based lending to micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs).
FinTech solutions integrating digitised

land records facilitate seamless credit
to farmers. Video based customer
identification process (V-CIP) has
been introduced to promote digital on-
boarding of customers. In order to pro-
mote responsible innovation, regulato-
ry sandbox cohorts for retail pay-
ments, cross-border payments and
MSME lending have been put in place
by the RBI.  Going forward, the trinity
consisting of UPI, e-KYC and AA is ex-
pected to usher in the next revolution
in the provision of customised and in-
clusive financial services.  Under
India’s G20 presidency from December
1, 2022, the country will strive to advo-
cate the importance of digital public
infrastructure (digital identity, digital
payment, and digital consent-based
sharing of data) in order to deepen the
financial inclusion ecosystem globally.
Digital innovations can play a signifi-
cant role in advancing financial inclu-
sion by addressing traditional barriers
to inclusion through reduction of
transaction costs and information
asymmetry, especially in the case of
disadvantaged groups such as MSMEs
and small and marginal farmers.  

((AAjjaayy  SSeetthh  iiss  SSeeccrreettaarryy,,  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff
EEccoonnoommiicc  AAffffaaiirrss,,  MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  FFiinnaannccee

aanndd  DDrr..  MMiicchhaaeell  DD  PPaattrraa  iiss  DDeeppuuttyy
GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  RReesseerrvvee  BBaannkk  ooff  IInnddiiaa..))

Financial Inclusion – Journey So Far
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BRIEF

Sustainable
development

New Delhi: India is
the fastest growing
major economy in the
world and is all set to
achieve USD 5 trillion
GDP by 2024-25, Union
Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on
Friday. Addressing an
event organised by in-
dustry body FICCI,
Gadkari said the cen-
tral government is
aiming to boost
growth and employ-
ment to achieve sus-
tainable development.
The road transport
and highways minis-
ter said India will play
a key role in achieving
global Sustainable
Development Goals
(SDGs) 2030. Gadkari
noted that India needs
to increase its exports
and reduce imports.

5G compatible 
New Delhi: Reliance
Jio 5G services are
now accessible on
Apple iPhone 12 and
newer models after
consumers install the
latest iOS update ver-
sion 16.2. The company
has started sending no-
tifications to cus-
tomers who are using
iPhone to upgrade
their device to access
the 5G service. "Your
iPhone is Jio True 5G
ready. Upgrade to the
latest software now,"
the notification says.
According to a compa-
ny source, Apple
iPhone 12 and newer
models iPhone 14, 13,
12 and SE 2022 will sup-
port Jio True 5G. "Your
iPhone will require a
software upgrade,
which will directly get
pushed to your device
from Apple.

Increasing X-ray
machines 

New Delhi: Civil avia-
tion minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Friday said in-
creasing the number
of X-ray machines for
baggage checks to 18
is a "major reason" for
easing congestion at
Terminal 3 of the
Delhi airport. In re-
cent weeks, the Indira
Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) in the
national capital has
been grappling with
congestion, resulting
in long waiting hours
for passengers and
many of them have
been complaining
about the situation on
social media.

MoU signing
Singapore:The Uttar
Pradesh government
has signed a number of
agreements with in-
vestors in Singapore
ahead of the UP Global
Investors Summit in
February, a state minis-
ter said here on Friday,
as he sought Singapore's
support for reaching a
USD 50 billion invest-
ment commitments tar-
get. UP Minister of Jal
Shakti and Flood
Control Swatantra Dev
Singh said that he re-
ceived a "very encourag-
ing response" from his
roadshows in Singapore
and Sydney to promote
the UPGIS.

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sithataman on
Friday indicated that her
forthcoming Budget will
continue to push growth
on the back of public
spending as she said it will
"follow the spirit" of earli-
er Budgets. Sitharaman,
scheduled to present her
fifth straight Budget on
February 1 for the fiscal
starting April, had un-
veiled a massive public
spending programme to
support the economy,
emerging out of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

In the Budget, the fi-
nance minister had raised
capital expenditure by 35.4
per cent for the financial
year 2022-23 to Rs 7.5 lakh
crore to boost demand,
while the capex last year
stood at Rs 5.5 lakh crore.

"It is very inspiring and
motivating for me, espe-
cially at a time when we
are readying the next
budget for the country, a
budget which will follow

the spirit of the earlier
Budgets. We are going to
set the template, which
was set to earlier but fol-
low it and take it further
for India's next 25 years...,"

she said at an event here.
The GDP growth has
slowed in recent months
due to global headwinds
and rising interest rates
globally to control spi-
ralling inflation. This has
prompted some to seek a
further government push
to revive the growth rate.
The Budget 2023-24 will be
presented in the backdrop
of many institutions, in-
cluding the Reserve Bank,
slashing India's growth
forecast to 6.8 per cent or
so for the current fiscal.
The RBI projected the real
GDP growth for 2022-23 at
6.8 per cent, with the third
quarter at 4.4 per cent and
the fourth at 4.2 per cent.
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) growth is projected
at 7.1 per cent for the
April-June period of 2023-
24 and at 5.9 per cent for
the following quarter.

Budget this year to follow
spirit of earlier ones: FM 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman addresses the 95th
Annual Convention and AGM of FICCI, in New Delhi, Friday, Dec. 16.

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Japanese car maker
Honda on Friday said it is
planning to increase
prices of its entire model
range by up to Rs 30,000
from January to partially
offset the impact of rising
input costs and prepare
products in compliance
with upcoming stricter
emission norms.

The company, which is
present in the country
through a wholly-owned
subsidiary, joins the likes
of market leader Maruti
Suzuki, Hyundai, Tata
Motors, Mercedes-Benz,
Audi, Renault, Kia India
and MG Motor, who have
also made the year-end an-
nouncements to hike
prices from the next
month. "After assessing
the consistent increase in
the input cost of raw mate-
rials and upcoming regu-
latory requirements, we

will have to undergo a
price revision for our
products from January 23.
The increment will be in
the range of up to Rs 30,000
and vary from model to
model," Honda Cars India
Vice President (Sales and
Marketing) Kunal Behl
told PTI.

As per the second phase
of BS-VI emission regula-
tions, to be effective from
April 2023, vehicles will
need to have an onboard
self-diagnostic device to
monitor the real-time driv-
ing emission levels. The
device will constantly
monitor key parts for
meeting emission stan-
dards, such as catalytic

converter and oxygen sen-
sors, to keep a close watch
on emissions.
Additionally, in order to
control the level of fuel
burnt, the vehicles will
also carry programmed
fuel injectors, which
would control the timing
and amount of fuel inject-
ed into the petrol engine.
Even the semiconductors
used by the vehicle will
have to be upgraded to
monitor throttle, crank-
shaft positions, air intake
pressure, the temperature
of the engine and the con-
tent of the emissions from
the exhaust (particulate
matter, nitrogen oxide,
CO2, Sulphur), etc.

Honda to hike vehicle prices
by up to Rs 30,000 from Jan

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Countries across the
world are looking at India
as a trusted partner and
want to sign free trade
agreements with it after
its emergence as a strong
force in the world, Textile
Minister Piyush Goyal
said in the Rajya Sabha on
Friday. He said talks are
underway with the
European Union, Gulf
countries, Canada and the
United Kingdom for free
trade agreements (FTA)
and the FTAs with two de-
veloped economies of the
UAE and Australia will be
enforced in this year
alone. Replying to supple-
mentaries during the
Question Hour, the minis-
ter said it is true that in
last few years, Bangladesh
and Vietnam have made
progress in the field of cot-

ton textiles and garments.
Bangladesh is still the
least developed country
(LDC) and will remain so
till 2026 and because of
that it gets duty free access
in all world markets, he
noted. Similarly, Vietnam
has a FTA with the
European Union due to
which they get duty free
access to the big market
while our garments at-
tract 9 to 10 percent duty

in EU markets, he noted.
Due to this, Bangaldesh
and Vietnam benefitted
but we could not benefit
and the FTA agreement
with European Union
being discussed in 2013
could not happen, the min-
ister said.

Goyal said after the
prime minister's efforts,
India is emerging as a
strong force across the
world and once again the
world is keen to increase
trade with India and sign
FTAs. "I am happy to share
with you that in one year
alone, FTA with two devel-
oped countries - UAE and
Australia will be enforced.
With the UAE, the FTA has
come into force from May 1
this year, which is a record
time, and the FTA with
Australia will enter into
force from December 29 this
year," the minister said.

Countries eager to sign FTAs
with India: Goyal in RS

Mumbai, Dec 16: 

Hong Kong-based air-
line Cathay Pacific on
Friday said it will scale up
its flight services to and
from India, including on
Delhi and Mumbai routes,
to 14 services per week,
starting January next
year. From February, the
number of per week
flights to and from India
will go up to 15 from nine
at present, Cathay Pacific
said in a statement. The
full service carrier also an-

nounced it will operate an
Airbus A350-900 aircraft
on its Bangalore-Hong
Kong route, first time by
the airline in the country,
offering 280 seats, compris-
ing 38 in business, 28 in
premium economy and
the remaining 214 in econ-
omy class. Cathay Pacific
is set to increase the fre-
quency of its flight servic-
es from Mumbai and Delhi
to five and seven flights, re-
spectively, per week from
January onwards, the air-
line said.

Cathay Pacific to scale up
India flight services to 14

from next month New Delhi, Dec 16: 

The government has
slashed the windfall profit
tax levied on domestical-
ly-produced crude oil as
well as on export of diesel
and ATF following a de-
cline in global oil prices,
according to an official
order.

The levy on crude oil
produced by companies
such as Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC)
has been cut steeply to Rs
1,700 per tonne from Rs
4,900, the order dated
December 15 said. Crude
oil pumped out of the
ground and from below
seabed is refined and con-
verted into fuel like
petrol, diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

The government has
also cut the tax on export
of diesel to Rs 5 per litre
from Rs 8 and the same on
overseas shipments of

ATF to Rs 1.5 a litre from
Rs 5. The new tax rates are
effective from December
16. The reduction in tax
rates follows a 14 per cent
slump in global crude oil
prices since November.
India first imposed wind-
fall profit taxes on July 1,
joining a growing number
of nations that tax super
normal profits of energy
companies.

At that time, export du-
ties of Rs 6 per litre (USD
12 per barrel) each were
levied on petrol and ATF
and Rs 13 a litre (USD 26 a
barrel) on diesel. A Rs
23,250 per tonne (USD 40
per barrel) windfall profit
tax on domestic crude
production was also
levied. Export tax on
petrol has since been
scrapped. The tax rates
are reviewed every fort-
night based on average oil
prices in the previous two
weeks.

Windfall profit tax on crude slashed;
tax on diesel, ATF export cut

GREEN RIDE

Actor Milind Soman and Sanjiv Chadha, Managing Director & CEO, Bank of Baroda at
the launch the second edition of the “Green Ride”, an initiative to spread awareness
for clean air, in Mumbai, Friday, Dec. 16.

Bangalore, Dec 16: 

In line with its Customer-
First philosophy of en-
abling easy access to world-
class products and services
to its customers, Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM) on
Friday announced the inau-
guration of its first region-
al stockyard at Faruknagar
in Haryana. Ensuring a
leaner and efficient distri-
bution network across the
region, the strategically lo-
cated stockyard will reduce
delivery time from the cur-
rent 6-8 days to a maximum
of two days for dealers in
Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh,
Uttaranchal and Jammu &
Kashmir.This development
by TKM will also benefit
customers in the region
who will now have speedier

access to their favourite
Toyota vehicles as a region-
al stockyard will ensure de-
liveries in the shortest pos-
sible time to dealers, con-
sidering proximity and
availability to vast stock of
all Toyota vehicles. The
five-acre stockyard which
has a parking capacity of
900 vehicles,is the second
such for TKM, following the
launch of its first regional
stockyard in Guwahati in
2020. Commenting on the
inauguration, Mr. V.
Wiseline Sigamani,
General Manager, TKM,
said, “We are elated to an-
nounce the inauguration of

our first regional stockyard
in Haryana. The Northern
part of India is a very im-
portant market for us and
the strategic location at
Faruknagar, will further
enable us to cater to the cus-
tomer base in this market
with ease, keeping our ob-
jective of customer-first ap-
proach. As a pioneer in
green mobility solutions,
Toyota is leading the way
towards a better tomorrow
and has always put an em-
phasis on environmentally
sustainable solutions in
everything we do, be it ma-
terial sourcing, manufac-
turing, or sales & services.”

TKM announces inauguration
of its first Regional Stockyard

Mumbai, Dec 16: 

Reliance General Insurance
Company Ltd. (RGICL), one of
India’s leading Private General
Insurance Companies, launches
first of its kind premium health
insurance product – Reliance
Health Infinity Policy that offers
limitless benefits. This unique
product comes loaded with high
sum insured up to R 5 crores,
superior features like
MoreGlobal Cover, Maternity
Cover, OPD Cover, unlimited
restoration of sum insured, and
15 plus useful add-on benefits. It
also rewards customers for
being fit both financially and
physically by offering India’s
first Credit Score based discount
and BMI-based discount on the
premium. With the launch of this
top-of-the-line product, Reliance
General Insurance aims to
address the evolving and distinc-

tive medical requirements and
preferences of today’s aspiring,
affluent or elite customers who
are risk-averse and conscious
and want infinite benefits in
their health policy for maximum
protection. Reliance Health
Infinity Policy’s ‘more’ benefit
options – MoreGlobal,
MoreCover and MoreTime -
enable customers to meet their
health insurance requirements
without any compromise and
hassle. For instance, MoreGlobal
Cover, which is apt for globe-
trotters, offers emergency as
well as planned medical treat-
ment abroad along with air
ambulance and OPD facilities.
Thrilled about the launch, Mr.
Rakesh Jain, the Chief Executive
Officer, Reliance General
Insurance, said, “Today, a basic
health plan is just not sufficient
any more to ensure the protec-
tion one needs. 

Reliance Health Infinity Policy
offers high Sum Insured of Rs 5 cr

New Delhi, Dec 16:  

ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel India (AM/NS India) –
a joint venture between
ArcelorMittal and Nippon
Steel – signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the National Skill
Development Corporation
(NSDC) to provide digital
skills training to more than
1600 young people across the
country.

The initiative aims to mo-
tivate young people from
four states – Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, and
Maharashtra –and equip

them with vocational skills
that will support their abili-
ty to secure and undertake
employment in roles such as
IT helpdesk attendant, and
data entry operator. This is
the second digital training
initiative by AM/NS Indiain
partnership with NSDC. An
initial programme, an-
nounced in August 2021, has
so far seen 556 out of a total
of 800candidates successful-
ly trained in a range of digi-
tal skills and will ensure at
least 70% placement in this
project. The success of the
programme has led to its re-
newal, with a target to dou-
ble the number of young
people who will benefit, as
well as larger catchment
areas, including
Kendrapara, Sundargarh,
Keonjhar and Dantewada.

This public-private part-
nership sits within the
framework of the Ministry
of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, with
AM/NS India providing fi-
nancial sponsorship for eli-
gible candidates to be
trained in the coming year
as part of the company’s
corporate social responsibil-
ity programme.

Mr. Shingo Nakamura,
Deputy Director-HR
&Admin, ArcelorMittal
Nippon Steel India (AM/NS
India), said: “We are pleased
to extend our partnership
with NSDC on this impor-
tant initiative to equip
young people across the
country with skills that will
help them secure employ-
ment and a path to econom-
ic prosperity”

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel
India collaborates with NSDC
̈ To provide digital

training for young
people nationwide

New Delhi, Dec 16: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday asked Indian indus-
try to work out strategies as
to how businesses operating
in developed countries can
look at India as a produc-
tion or sourcing hub amid
recession fears in the west-
ern countries. India has
brought in a lot of facilita-
tion and tweaking of rules
to attract foreign invest-
ment into India and is also
engaging with industries
who want to co-locate in the
country, the minister said.
"As much you are preparing
yourself for a long-drawn
recession in the Western
world, in the developed
world, I think it is also the

best time for you to work
out strategies for drawing
those manufacturers from
there to India. "Even as they
are headquartered there, it
might be useful for them to
think of sourcing many
things from here and pro-
ducing from here at least for
markets in this part of the
globe," Sitharaman said at
an event here. She said the
suspected long-drawn reces-
sion, which is likely to affect
Europe, is not just going to
affect exports by Indian
businesses. "(But) it gives an
opportunity for many of the
investments which are
there, which are now look-
ing for a different place
from where activities can
continue to happen," she
noted.

Work out strategies to draw
global manufacturers to

India: FM to industry

Markets skid for
2nd day as global

rate hikes dampen
sentiment

Mumbai, Dec 16: 

The BSE Sensex spiralled lower
for the second straight session
on Friday, in lockstep with
other global markets after a
host of central banks hiked
interest rates and indicated
more policy tightening to cool
inflation even at the cost of
economic growth. A weakening
rupee amid foreign fund out-
flows further crimped risk
appetite. The 30-share BSE
benchmark tumbled 461.22
points or 0.75 per cent to settle
at 61,337.81. The broader NSE
Nifty declined 145.90 points or
0.79 per cent to end at 18,269.
Dr Reddy's was the top laggard
in the Sensex pack, shedding
3.62 per cent, followed by
M&M, Asian Paints, TCS, SBI,
Titan, PowerGrid and Wipro.
Only four counters mustered
gains -- HDFC Bank, HUL,
Nestle India and Tata Steel, ris-
ing up to 0.49 per cent. 

Nayanthara’s 
‘Connect’ to now

release in Hindi as well

A
s the Nayanthara-starrer Tamil film 'Connect'
gears up for its December 22 release, the mak-
ers of the film have decided to release its

Hindi version looking at the response from all
around. The film marks the second collaboration of
director Ashwin Saravanan with Nayanthara, after
'Maya'. Aswhin has also worked with Taapsee

Pannu in 'Game Over' and has a strong grip on the
horror-thriller genre. Talking about the develop-
ment, producer Vignesh Shivan, who is

Nayanthara's husband, shared, "The audience is
appreciating the work of Nayanthara in the north

and since the topic is widely relatable to the masses
we are planning to release the film in Hindi post its re-
lease in Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalam. " He men-
tioned, "It is yet another amazing horror film by our
director Ashwin who is the best in this genre. His pre-
vious films, 'Maya' and 'Game Over' were both
watched by the Hindi belt audience and garnered im-

mense love and we are sure that 'Connect' will also
receive the same response". Produced by Vignesh

Shivan under Rowdy Pictures, 'Connect' stars
Sathyaraj, Anupam Kher, and Vinay Rai. The

film is written by Ashwin Saravanan and
Kaavya Ramkumar.

Bollywood star Ranveer Singh
has opened up about shoot-

ing a scene of getting an elec-
tric shock in the film 'Cirkus'.

He shares that the film direc-
tor Rohit Shetty made him

do the rehearsals repeated-
ly so as to make it look
realistic. He says: "Rohit
Sir made me rehearse the

scene way before we start-
ed shooting, to perfect the

reaction of a person getting
electrified. We rehearsed so
much that our scenes look very
natural and are not overdone. It
is not a situation where you can
take real-life experience and
perform." Ranveer made his
acting debut with 'Band Baaja
Baaraat', and later did films
such as 'Lootera', 'Goliyon Ki
Raasleela Ram-Leela', 'Bajirao
Mastani ', 'Simmba', among oth-
ers and he also hosted the TV
show 'The Big Picture'.
He shares further how he tried
his best to bring perfection to
the scene: "One can't just go
and grab an electric wire to
understand the reaction. I
have tried to do it my way and
there are a few special
effects added by Rohit Sir to

make it look more real."
'Cirkus' is a comedy-drama
directed by Rohit Shetty, with
Ranveer Singh playing the dou-
ble role. Ranveer heaps praise
on Rohit's direction and adds:
"Rohit Sir's films are made for
big screens and one can witness
the visual spectacle through
'Cirkus'. The film will surely
leave everyone in splits."
Ranveer Singh, Jacqueline
Fernandes, Pooja Hegde, Varun
Sharma, Ashwini Kalsekar,
Sulbha Arya, Vrajesh Hirjee, Anil
Charanjeet, Vijay Patkar,
Siddharth Jadhav, Tiku Talsania,
and director Rohit Shetty will
appear on 'The Kapil Sharma
Show' to promote their movie
'Cirkus'. 'The Kapil Sharma
Show' airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

ACROSS

1. Gallop or trot

5. Walk nervously

9. Break

14. Burn-soothing plant

15. Golf club

16. Manly

17. Cleaned (clothes)

19. Tennessee ____ Ford

20. Declared

21. Foreigners

22. Playthings

23. Pottery oven

24. Crunchy

27. Tethered

29. Munitions, for short

33. Conducted

34. Visualize

35. Downpour

36. Band instrument

38. Burn with hot water

40. Tentacles

41. Auction off

42. Savings plan (abbr.)

43. "____ Hard" (Willis film)

44. Besides

45. Twitches

47. Proclamation

49. Talkative

51. Tennis's ____ Sampras

53. Stress

56. Round table knight

60. Mortgages

61. Santa's address (2 wds.)

62. Legislate

63. Fragrant flower

64. At all times

65. Is bold

66. Mimic

67. Bright sign

DOWN

1. Party

2. Woe is me!

3. Certain debts

4. Articles of faith

5. Religious devotion

6. Nab

7. College woman

8. Culmination

9. Odor

10. Tomato sauce

11. Teen skin problem

12. Leg part

13. Garden tools

18. Let fall

21. Assisted

23. Boat bottom

24. Shut

25. Revolt

26. Pagan gods

28. Author ____ Asimov

30. ____ Gras

31. Imitate

32. Start

37. Refinement

38. Certain protest (hyph.)

39. Infant's bed

46. Thinly distributed

47. Engrave

48. Intensify

50. Shopping aids

52. Join in

53. Snow coaster

54. Singer ____ Turner

55. Bring up

56. Pilot's stunt

57. Cherish

58. Toast topping

59. Gull's kin

61. Gun owners' org.
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Ranveer Singh

reveals how he

shot scene of

getting electric

shock in ‘Cirkus’ A
nupama Chopra
brought to the
table Kamal

Haasan, SS Rajamouli,
Lokesh Kanakaraj,
Swapna Dutt, Prithviraj
Sukumaran and
Gautham Vasudev Menon
for an invigorating dis-
cussion in Chennai.

These directors and
producers who are the
names behind some of
2022’s biggest and most
successful films dissected
what goes into making a
mass entertainer, how
they created some of the
most iconic visuals in
their films, how they
measure risk and the
scenes which gave them
sleepless nights.

RRR director SS
Rajamouli spoke on why
Hindi Cinema could be
languishing at the mo-
ment. “When the corpo-
rates started coming into
Hindi cinema and started
paying high fees, the
hunger to succeed came
down. Here in the South

we didn’t have that - you
have to swim or you are
going to sink. I hope we
don’t get complacent
now,” SS Rajamouli said.

Prithviraj Sukumaran
went on to add that he be-
lieves this is just a phase.
He said, “Not too long ago
we in the South wondered
how Bollywood was able

to open such huge over-
seas markets. So this I
truly believe is a phase
and it’ll take one big film
like Pathan that’s fol-
lowed up with another hit
that will change the nar-
rative.” Kamal Haasan
addressed questions on
playing his age in
Vikram. The actor said,

“I’ve always believed ac-
tors should play their age.
I was dying to stop run-
ning around trees. Being
young is a stage in life, so
you depict that if you’re
suitable for that. There is
always a younger genera-
tion to take up that role
after you.”

SS Rajamouli also

talked about a film that he
was hugely envious of -
“There’s one shot in
Vikram at the end when
Kamal sir is walking to-
wards the camera and
starts chewing gum. I was
like damn this has to be
mine not some Lokesh
Kanagaraj’s.”

The conversation then
veered to their dreams
and goals for the coming
years. Prithviraj
Sukumaran said, “I want
to do for the Malayalam
film industry what
Rajamouli Sir did for the
Telugu film industry. I
want to be able to create
something that gives all of
us the guts and the belief
to dream big and put con-
viction behind our vi-
sion.”

Kamal Haasan added,
“Indian cinema will be-
come world cinema. Now
it will be our time and for
that all of us have to hum-
ble ourselves. If we have
to walk that far we have to
walk together.”

Filmmakers come together for first-ever
pan-India Filmmakers’ Adda

A
ctress Bhumi
Pednekar through her
choice of roles, picked

to play heroines who do not
shy away from proclaiming
that they are equal to a man.

"I have always believed
that cinema can be a power-
ful tool to showcase strong,
independent and fiercely pro-
gressive women on screen.
My journey in cinema is a
living example of this be-
cause I have consciously cho-
sen films that present the
woman of today, a woman
who other women can con-
nect with and relate to," says
Bhumi. She adds, "Dum Laga
Ke Haisha, Badhaai Do,
Toilet: Ek Prem Katha, Lust
Stories, Sonchiriya, Saand Ki
Aankh, Bala, Shubh Mangal
Saavdhaan, Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitaare and
now Govinda Naam Mera, I
have always been inclined to
play women who have'nt
compromised on their
dreams and wishes and stood
up against patriarchy."

Bhumi adds, "I love play-
ing women who challenge
the status quo in society and
change the lens on gender. I
love playing women who are
equal to men. I would like
this to be my small contribu-
tion to Indian cinema and my
calling card. I want that,
through my body of work, I
loudly speak about the need
for equality."

Bhumi
Pednekar: 

I love playing
women who
are equal to

men

"B
lurr" has man-
aged to capti-
vate the audi-

ences with its edged
darkness and nifty
drama. Audiences are
pouring rave reviews.
Amidst the applauses,
Echelon Productions
headed by Vishal Rana
are all set to take the au-
diences for an entertain-
ing ride in 2023 with two
major releases.

'Blurr' has been gar-
nering rave responses by
the audiences as well as
the critics. Apart from
this, Vishal Rana affirms
his dedication to provide
world-class entertain-
ment in his upcoming
projects. He adds,
"Heartiest congratula-
tions to the entire team of
'Blurr.' I am elated over
the response that our
film is garnering. 2022 is
definitely ending on a

high note for us! We, at
Echelon Productions, are
committed towards pro-
viding best-in-class cine-
ma that caters to the
masses globally. Shall
share more about our up-
coming projects in the
coming months."

His next action come-
dy is in association with
Aneez Bazmee and shall
go on the floors next year.
Meanwhile, Vishal Rana
is also spearheading and
taking the globally ac-
claimed action franchise
The 'Transporter' for-
ward besides a massy en-
tertainer into the comedy
genre with  Aneez
Bazmee. Vishal Rana is
elated over Blurr's amaz-
ing response from the au-
dience, looking forward
to entertain masses with
big releases in 2023 in-
cluding action comedy
with Aneez Bazmee.

Vishal Rana elated over
Blurr’s amazing

response from audience

'Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho'
actor Hiten Paintal says that

social media following and presence
is given a lot of importance today,
which is not right. "Nowadays,
people look at your social media
to give you work which is ridicu-
lous. I really don't understand
this. People are supposed to see
talent to cast actors and not so-
cial media. It's sad for those
people who get hope and later
on find it impossible. There's a
lot of hard work and passion to

it," he says. He adds: "I think peo-
ple want content. Sometimes

when I check social media, it makes
me think of why would people even do

such things. I have seen some big celebri-
ties making some hilarious reels. I feel
very weird to see Top 10 actresses do
such weird things. Maybe they would
want to be seen."

Hiten Paintal: People are
supposed to see talent to

cast actors, not social media
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Doha, Dec 16 (AP):

After a mesmerising
month of upsets, when
several brash outsiders
threatened soccer's status
quo, the World Cup final
will have a familiar feel on
Sunday when two of the
sport's super-heavy-
weights go toe to toe, each
seeking a third title.

It seems a long time ago
that Argentina were on
the wrong side of statisti-
cally the biggest shock in
tournament history when
Saudi Arabia beat them,
and France, even with a
shadow team, were em-
barrassed by Tunisia.

Argentina recovered to
top their group, had a
nervous finale before see-
ing off Australia 2-1 in the
last 16, then blew a 2-0 lead
in the 10th minute of
quarter-final stoppage
time against the
Netherlands before com-
ing through on penalties.

They really found their
rhythm against Croatia,
sweeping aside a team

who had just knocked out
Brazil, to march into the
final on high.

France looked the best
side in the tournament in
their first two group
games and recovered from
the Tunisia blip to turn on
the style while beating
Poland 3-1.

They were tested to the
limit by England in a
high-quality quarter-
final, where their clinical
finishing proved the dif-
ference in a 2-1 win, and
though they created little
and had to do a lot of de-
fending in the 2-0 semi-
final win over Morocco,
they always looked like
they were coming
through.

Of course, absolutely
nothing that has hap-
pened in the previous six
games will matter for the
team who triumphs in
their seventh at the
88,000-capacity Lusail
Stadium.

The storyline under-
pinning the match for
most of the world is

whether Lionel Messi
can get his hands on the
trophy in his fifth at-
tempt to finally lift him-
self up alongside, never
above, Diego Maradona
in the hearts of his na-
tion.

If he has not quite car-
ried the team emotional-
ly in the way Maradona
did to his country's sec-
ond title in 1986, the 35-
year-old Messi has cer-
tainly delivered magical
moments on the pitch,
often in key periods.

The final will mark his
26th World Cup appear-
ance, more than any
other player, as the stars
are seemingly aligning
for the mini-maestro.

Sport, however, has a
tendency not to follow the
script, which is why bil-
lions have been tuning in
around the world as the
likes of Japan, South
Korea, Croatia and
Morocco refused to ac-
cept their assigned "sup-
porting actor" roles and
left Germany, Belgium,

Spain and Brazil exiting
early, stage left.

And, of course, nobody
in the French team or
coaching staff will be
about to sign up to join
the cult of Messi, a player
who attracts fans by the
millions worldwide, re-
gardless of who he is
playing for.

Their uncompromising
defenders, who have not
conceded an open-play
goal in the knockout
rounds, know they must
be at their physical and
mental peak for every sec-
ond against a player who
so often appears to have
drifted out of a game only
to suddenly explode into
life with often devastat-
ing consequences.

France also know that
in the rapier thrusts of
Kylian Mbappe, the old-
school centre-forward in-
stincts of Olivier Giroud
and the creative wander-
ings of Antoine
Griezmann they have
their own formidable ar-
moury.

Messi’s final game will crown Argentina or France, Kings

Chattogram, Dec 16 (PTI):

Shubman Gill scored his
maiden Test century while
Cheteshwar Pujara finally
ended a four-year wait for
his 19th hundred as India
set Bangladesh a stiff vic-
tory target of 513 runs on
the third day of the series-
opener here Friday.

For the second day in
succession, Bangladesh
were completely outplayed
as Kuldeep Yadav's career-
best 5 for 40 helped India
dismiss the hosts for a pal-
try 150 in just 55.5 overs.

With nearly three days
at their disposal and a lead
of 254, India captain KL
Rahul decided against en-
forcing the follow-on as
Gill (110) and Pujara (102
not out) took full advan-
tage of a toothless
Bangaldesh attack that
also missed its lead pacer
Ebadot Hossain due to a
back-injury.

The moment Pujara ex-
orcised the ghosts of the
last four years with the
completion of his fastest
Test hundred, skipper
Rahul declared the Indian
second innings closed at
258 for 2.

At stumps, Bangladesh
were 42 for no loss on a
track where a lot of balls
are indeed keeping low but
the pitch hasn't shown con-
siderable wear and tear.
The hosts still require 471
runs to win the match.

However to bat for 180

overs over two days will be
an improbable task for the
Bangladesh batting line-up
against the Indian bowling
line-up. Stand-in skipper
Rahul, who holed out at
the fine leg boundary off a
well-laid short ball trap by

Khaled Ahmed (1/52 in 13
overs), would rue that he
missed a chance to get a
big score under his belt.

However Gill, blessed
with gift of exquisite tim-
ing, pounced on a depleted
Bangladesh attack, hitting

10 boundaries and three
sixes -- one off pacer
Khaled and one each of
Litton's part-time spin and
Mehidy Hasan Miraz after
reaching his three-figure
mark.

Gill's attacking batting
also allowed Pujara to take
his time at the beginning.
He accelerated towards the
back-end of the Indian in-
nings as he had 13 bound-
aries to show for his ef-
forts.

But there could be no de-
bate about which innings
would be rated higher in
terms of aesthetics. It cer-
tainly would be 23-year-old
Punjab man, who at times
would give a languid vibe
in his effortless strokeplay.

Buoyed by his 90 in the
first innings, Pujara was a
picture of supreme confi-
dence and this Bangladesh
attack never had the
wherewithal to dismiss
him with literally no score-
board pressure on India.

While his first fifty came
off 87 balls, he raced to his
next 50 in just 43 balls, an-
swering anyone and every-
one who keep on question-
ing his intent. If the first 50
runs had five fours, the sec-
ond was laced with eight
boundaries as he added 113
runs for the second wicket
with Gill. The relief was
palpable when he hit
Taijul Islam for a bound-
ary and got a warm hug
from Virat Kohli (19 not
out) at the other end.

Gill, Pujara tons and Kuldeep
five-for put India in control

India’s Cheteshwar Pujara (L) celebrates after scoring a century
with Virat Kohli during the third day of the first cricket Test match
between Bangladesh and India at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong on December 16.

Chattogram, Dec 16 (PTI):

It was indeed a "spe-
cial feeling" to
score his maiden
Test hundred but
young Shubman
Gill admitted that it
took a long time (12 Tests) to
achieve the coveted land-
mark.

Gill on Friday smashed
110 off 152 balls in India's
second innings in the open-
ing Test against Bangladesh
to register his maiden Test
ton. Gill, playing his 12th
Test, and Chesteshwar
Pujara (102 not out off 130)
powered India to 258 for 2 de-
clared, setting Bangladesh a
daunting victory target of
513. At stumps on day three,
Bangladesh were 42 for no
los, still needing 471 runs for
a win.

"I personally thought it
(maiden Test century) took
a long time to come for me.
Today it was all about get-
ting the difficult situation
out of the way," Gill told
broadcasters 'Sony Liv' after

the end of day's play.
"(The century) Means a

lot to me, my family and my
friends who have supported
me. Special moment for any
player - getting the maiden
century here means a lot to
me," Gill said after achiev-
ing the feat in his 22nd Test
innings. Gill smashed 10

boundaries and
three sixes during

his entertaining
knock. Asked if he was

nervous after reaching
90, he said: "There weren't

any different thoughts
(while batting in the 90s).

For me, it was about playing
according to the field and
then be able to score runs."

Gill said adopting an at-
tacking approach was in-
stinctive. He said pacing the
innings was key to success.

"It was very instinctive (to
hit a couple of boundaries
and get to the milestone).
When the bowler came
round the wicket, there was
gap between third man and
point. I hadn't played there
during the whole innings.

"And once the field came
in, I went over the fielders.
When lunch happened, I
was batting around 13.
When I'd faced 100 balls, I
was 70-odd, it's about pacing
the innings. You got to know
when to attack as a batter,"
the 23-year-old right-hander
said.

Gill admits maiden ton took
a long time coming

Ranchi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Domestic stalwart Jalaj
Saxena returned with a
match haul of nine wick-
ets while debutant off-
spinner Vaisakh
Chandran claimed a sec-
ond innings five-for as
Kerala beat Jharkhand by
85 runs in their Ranji
Trophy Group C match
here on Friday.

After the impressive fig-
ures of 5/75 in the first in-
nings, the 36-year-old
medium pacer returned
with 4/56 in the second
essay. It complemented
Chandran's splendid show
of 5/57 as Jharkhand fold-
ed for 237 in 61.2 in their
tall chase of 323.

It was the 26-year-old off-
spinner who ripped the
Jharkhand top-five and re-
duced them to 102/5 inside
27 overs to derail their
chase early on. In-form

India batter Ishan Kishan,
who scored a century in
the first essay, opened the
innings for Jharkhand in
their big chase.

However, Chandran had
his say and revelled on the
fourth day wicket, first in-
flicting a double blow in
Kishan (22) and Kumar
Suraj (0) within the span of
three deliveries.

Continuing his assault,
Chandran cleaned up the
other Jharkhand opener
Nazim Siddiqui (17), and
dismissed Saurabh
Tiwary (37) and Utkarsh
Singh (0) in four deliveries
en route to his splendid
figures of 17-1-57-5.

Thereafter, Saxena, the
Ranji veteran made his
presence felt removing
skipper Virat Singh (32)
and Shahbaz Nadeem (0)
in successive deliveries to
further compound
Jharkhand's misery.

Brisbane, Dec 16 (AP):

The Sandpapergate scan-
dal that rocked Australian
cricket in 2018 is still the
main conversation driver
ahead of the national team's
first test series against
South Africa since that acri-
monious tour.

Even for Dean Elgar, who
scored an unbeaten century
for South Africa in that 2018
test match in Cape Town
where Australian fielder
Cameron Bancroft was
caught by TV cameras
roughing up the ball with
sandpaper hidden in his
pants, the ball tampering
saga still overshadows his
contribution with the bat in
that match. He'll be leading
South Africa on Saturday for
the first Test at the Gabba,
which has been something
of a fortress for Australian
cricket in the last three
decades. Asked Friday about
the spiteful atmosphere of
that 2018 series, Elgar con-
signed it to history and said
he hoped the three-match se-

ries in Australia "hopefully
it's played in a good spirit."

"There will be moments
no doubt where there's going
to be a few feisty encounters
(but) hopefully it doesn't
reach the stage that we expe-
rienced in 2018," Elgar said.
"What's happened in the past
has happened. There's no
grudges." He said his South
Africa squad didn't need it
for motivation ahead of a se-
ries involving the top two
ranked teams in the World
Test Championship.

If the Australian team has
"got added issues with re-
gards it, then that's their
thing," the 35-year-old open-
er said. "My team . . . we
haven't spoken about it once.
That's history for us."

Smith and Warner are
back in the Australian line-
up which is now led by Pat
Cummins, who was in the
bowling in that match.
Smith led Australia in a 419-
run win over West Indies in
Adelaide last weekend in the
injury-enforced absence of
the captain.

Karachi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Former Pakistan captain
and one of their premier
batters Azhar Ali has decid-
ed to retire from Test cricket
after the third and final
match of the ongoing series
against England starting
here on Saturday. The 37-
year-old Azhar has so far
scored 7097 runs from 96
Tests at an average of 42.49.
He has 19 centuries and 35
fifties to his credit with un-
beaten 302 against West
Indies in a day-night game
being his highest score in
the format. He also has eight
Test wickets to his name.

Azhar Ali set to
retire from Test

cricket after
England series

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI):

Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur on
Friday said he is confi-
dent about India finishing
on the podium in next
month's FIH Men's
Hockey World Cup, saying
the new-found spirit and
self belief will work won-
ders for the hosts in mar-
que tournament.

The World Cup will be
jointly hosted by
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela from January 13
to 29 next year.

"India is fully prepared
and ready to take up the
challenge from all other
15 teams. I feel India is
ready to become world
champion once again. I
am sure the way the
Indian team is preparing,
with the new spirit and
self belief, we are going to
do extremely well in the
World Cup and in Paris
Olympics," Thakur told

reporters after unveiling
the World Cup trophy
here.

India last won the
World Cup 47 years ago in
the 1975 edition in Kuala

Lumpur.
"I am happy and de-

lighted to unveil the pres-
tigious trophy and I am
sure we are going to see a
great tournament,"

Thakur said.
"India will host the

tournament in the best
possible manner and I
have full faith that like the
1975 World Cup, our
Indian team will do every-
thing possible to win the
2023 World Cup so that the
new generation remem-
bers the achievement."

Zafar Iqbal, a member
of the 1980 Olympic gold
medallist team, said India
are one of the favourites
to lift the trophy.

"We have now got into
the upper level and there
is no doubt about that. We
have the power and skills
to take on the powerful
Germany, Australia,
Belgium and
Netherlands. The four-
five top teams are equally
good. India has made a
mark in the Olympics by
winning the bronze
medal. India has the po-
tential to win the trophy,"
Iqbal told PTI.

Sports Minister, hockey legends confident

of India’s good showing in hockey WC

Union Sports Minister Anurag Thakur with hockey legend Ajit Pal
Singh holds the trophy of 2023 Men's FIH Hockey World Cup dur-
ing its unveiling ceremony at the Major Dhyan Chand National
Stadium in New Delhi, Friday, Dec. 16.

Sandpapergate still overshadows
Australia vs South Africa

Kerala secure away
win vs Jharkhand

Kerala Cricket team celebrate the dismissal of Jharkhand player
during the fourth day of Ranji cricket match between Jharkhand
and Kerala, at Jharkhand State Cricket Association (JSCA) in
Ranchi, Friday, Dec. 16.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

A petition has been filed
in the Supreme Court,
seeking an independent
probe by a special investi-
gation team (SIT) into a re-
cent hooch tragedy in
Bihar, in which at least 30
people have lost their
lives. The Saran hooch
tragedy toll climbed to 30
on Friday, the highest
since Bihar went dry
more than six years ago.

Saran District
Magistrate Rajesh Meena
told PTI over the phone
that the number of people
who have died in the
tragedy since Tuesday
night has gone up to 30.
However, unconfirmed re-

ports claim that around 50
people have died after con-
suming illicitly-brewed
country liquor.

The petition, filed in the
apex court by Bihar-based
Aryavarta Mahasabha
Foundation, has also
sought a direction to the
state government to ade-
quately compensate the
victims' families.

The plea was mentioned
for urgent listing before a
bench of Chief Justice D
Y Chandrachud and

Justice P S Narasimha,
which refused to list it ur-
gently.

The bench told advocate
Pawan Prakash Pathak,
who mentioned the mat-
ter, that the petitioner has
to go through the proper
process for the listing of
the case. Friday is the last
working day for the top
court before it goes on a
two-week winter break.
The apex court will re-
open on January 2.

Sale and consumption

of alcohol were complete-
ly banned in Bihar by the
Nitish Kumar govern-
ment in April 2016. The
plea filed in the top court
has arrayed the Centre
and the state of Bihar as
party respondents. It said
a multi-pronged plan is
needed to prevent the sale
and consumption of toxic
alcohol.

It has sought a direction
to the respondent to for-
mulate a national action
plan to curb the manufac-

turing, trading and sale of
illicit liquor. The plea said
the hooch tragedy in
Bihar on December 14 has
"caused a furore" in the
country.

"With political parties
training their guns on
each other, as many as 40
people have died so far
after consuming spurious
liquor, while others have
been hospitalised and
there is no official report
on the incident," the plea
claimed.

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

The right to personal
liberty is a "precious and
an inalienable right" and
by attending to grievances
alleging its violation the
Supreme Court performs
its "plain constitutional
duty, obligation and func-
tion; no more and no less",
a bench led by Chief
Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud-led said on
Friday. The observation
came two days after Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the Supreme Court should
not be hearing "bail appli-
cations and frivolous PILs"
when pendency of cases is
so high.

"What are we here for if
we do not listen to our con-
science?" the bench, also
comprising Justice P S
Narasimha, said while
dealing with the plea of a
man from Uttar Pradesh

called Iqram who was to
suffer a jail term of 18
years in nine minor cases
of theft of electrical equip-
ment of the state electrici-
ty department. No case is
small for the Supreme
Court, the bench said.

The top court set aside
an Allahabad High Court
order and directed that
Iqram's jail term of two
years each in nine cases
would run concurrently
instead of successively. It
was irked that neither the
trial court nor the high
court took note of the
"miscarriage of justice"
and set things right.

"The right to personal
liberty is a precious and
an inalienable right recog-
nised by the Constitution.
In attending to such griev-
ances, the Supreme Court
performs the plain consti-
tutional duty, obligation
and function; no more and

no less," the bench said. If
the courts were not to do
so, it said, a serious mis-
carriage of justice of the
nature which has emerged
in the present case would
be allowed to persist and
the voice of citizens whose
liberty has been abrogated
would not receive any at-
tention. The history of the
apex court would indicate
that it is in the seemingly
small routine matters in-
volving grievances of citi-
zens that issues of impor-
tance both in jurispruden-
tial and constitutional
terms emerge, it said.

"The intervention by
this court to protect the
liberty of citizens is hence
founded on sound consti-
tutional principles embod-
ied in Article 136 (special
powers to grant relief
under the Constitution),"
the CJI said. "If we do not
act in matters of personal

liberty and grant relief,
then what are we doing
here...We will be acting in
breach of Article 136 () if
we do not act in the matter
of personal liberty."

The apex court exists "to
hear to the cry of such pe-
titioners" and the judges
burn the midnight oil for
such cases and see that
there are more such mat-
ters, it observed. Granting
the relief, the bench said
the facts of the present
case provided another in-
stance, a glaring one, indi-
cating a justification for
the top court to exercise its
jurisdiction as "a protector
of fundamental right to
life and personal liberty
inherent in every citizen".

Iqram was put to trial in
the nine FIRs relating to
incidents involving the
theft of electrical equip-
ment of the Uttar Pradesh
electricity department.

SC says personal liberty is precious,
inalienable right, no case is small
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Indian and Kazakhstani army personnel take part in the 6th edition of the Joint Exercise ‘Kazind’ 2022, in Umroi,
Meghalaya, Friday.

JOINT EXERCISE

Sukesh reiterates giving 
Rs 60 cr to AAP minister Jain 
before LG-appointed panel

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Jailed conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar in state-
ment to a committee con-
stituted by LG VK Saxena
has reiterated his charge
of paying money to AAP
minister Satyendar Jain
for protection in jail and
getting a Rajya Sabha
berth, official sources said
on Friday. No immediate
reaction was available
from the Delhi govern-
ment or the Aam Aadmi
Party over the issue.

Earlier, the party lead-
ers had dismissed
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r ' s
charges saying he was
speaking like a BJP
spokesperson and that he
would join the party after
coming out of jail.

The three-member com-

mittee headed by the prin-
cipal secretary (Home) of
Delhi government was
constituted to inquire into
the allegations made by
Chandrashekhar against
AAP leaders, including
Jain, who is in Tihar jail
in a money laundering
case registered by the
Enforcement Directorate.

The committee mem-
bers met Chandrashekhar
in Mandoli jail and record-
ed his statement on
November 14-15, sources
said. As per a report sub-
mitted by the committee,
Chandrashekhar reiterat-
ed his charge of giving Rs
60 crore to Satyendar Jain
Rs 50 crore for securing a
Rajya Sabha seat from
AAP and Rs 10 crore as
"protection money."

He has also claimed to

have paid Rs 12.50 crore to
the then Director General
(Prison), Sandeep Goel, it
said. "He told the commit-
tee that he had all the
Whatsapp chats between
him and Jain confirming
amount of money, its
time of delivery and loca-
tion, and he would pro-
vide this evidence if
needed by probe agen-
cies," sources said.

The conman also
claimed talking to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal through Jain's
phone to confirm delivery
of installments of money
paid by him. He claimed
that Kejriwal, with Jain
and Kailash Gahlot, was
present at a dinner party
hosted by him at a hotel
in RK Puram in 2017,
sources said.
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Plea in SC seeks SIT probe into Bihar hooch
tragedy, compensation for victims’ kin

Indian Navy to commission 
guided missile destroyer 

INS Mormugao on Sunday
New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

Indigenously-built guid-
ed missile destroyer 'INS
Mormugao' will be com-
missioned into the Indian
Navy on Sunday, in a boost
to its maritime capability
amid China's increasing
presence in the Indian
Ocean region.

The warship is packed
with a plethora of sophisti-
cated sensors, modern
radar and weapons systems
such as surface-to-surface
missiles and surface-to-air
missiles, according to the
Indian Navy.

The majestic ship meas-

uring 163 metres in length
and 17 metres in breadth
with a displacement of
7,400 tonnes can be regard-
ed as one of the most potent
warships to have been con-
structed in India, it said.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is scheduled to com-
mission the ship at the
naval dockyard in Mumbai.

Named after the historic
Goan port city Mormugao,
the ship undertook her first
sea sortie on December 19
last year when Goa cele-
brated 60 years of libera-
tion from Portuguese rule.

INS Mormugao is the
second of the four

'Visakhapatnam' class de-
stroyers, indigenously de-
signed by the Indian Navy's
Warship Design Bureau
and constructed by
Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. The ship
is propelled by four power-
ful gas turbines and it is ca-
pable of achieving speeds
in excess of 30 knots.

The Navy said the ship is
equipped to fight under nu-
clear, biological and chemi-
cal (NBC) warfare condi-
tions and that it is fitted
with a modern surveillance
radar which provides tar-
get data to the gunnery
weapon systems.

Railways should adopt latest digital technologies for
safer, more convenient transportation services: Prez 

New Delhi, Dec 16 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday said
that Indian Railways
should also adopt the lat-
est digital technologies
and explore new avenues
to add advanced features
for safer, time-saving,
more convenient and
high-quality transporta-
tion services.

Addressing probation-
ers of Indian Railways,
who had called on the
president at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here,
Murmu asked them to en-
sure that people travel in
comfort so that they carry
fond memories. "You need

to attend to the needs of
differently-abled persons,
women and the elderly
and provide them with a
safe and convenient travel
experience. Indian
Railways has to play a key
role in bridging the gaps
and realising the dream of
an inclusive Atmanirbhar
Bharat," she said. Murmu
said that today with India
moving ahead at national
and global levels, the
country is witnessing a
greater movement of peo-
ple and goods. "This is
going to increase in the fu-
ture. Therefore, Indian
railways should also
adopt the latest digital
technologies and explore

new avenues to add ad-
vanced features for safer,
time-saving, more conven-
ient and high-quality
transportation services,"
she said. The president
also highlighted the need
to have a higher number
of women officers in rail-
way services. "Women
should opt more for rail-
way services also. I think
you are aware of the fact
that Indian Railways is
one of the biggest employ-
ers in the country. Why
should Indian Railways be
denied a fair share of the
valuable contribution that
women employees can
make and are making in
various fields?" Murmu

asked. Now you have big-
ger goals ahead and you
must strive harder to
achieve them, she said, ad-
dressing the officers of
eight different railway
services. "You must aim to
make the services of
Indian Railways more and
more efficient, seamless
and customer-focused.

I urge you all to move
ahead, realise your poten-
tial and be the catalysts
for India's transforma-
tion," the president said.
Murmu said that railways
are the veritable lifeline
for many people who com-
mute to their workplaces
for jobs or businesses on a
day-to-day basis.

No proposal under 
consideration to ban
opinion polls: Govt

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1166  ((PPTTII))::  There is no
proposal under consideration of the
government to ban opinion polls, Lok
Sabha was informed on Friday amid
calls from some quarters for banning
the exercise after the announcement
of elections. Responding to a ques-
tion on whether the government is
considering imposing a ban on opin-
ion and exit polls after the announce-
ment of elections and implementa-
tion of the model code of conduct, till
the result is announced, Law
Minister Kiren Rijiju said, "No such
proposal as regards ban on opinion
poll is under consideration."


