
Ban
PPuurrii:: The Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration on
Thursday said a complete
ban would be imposed on
carrying smartphones
inside the 13th century
shrine here from next
month. The restriction
will come into effect from
January 1, 2023.

Civic polls 
TThhaannee:: Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena chief Raj
Thackeray on Thursday
said elections to various
civic bodies in the state,
including Thane, must be
held immediately. While
the terms of several
municipal corporations
and councils have ended,
polls have not been held
so far due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Run over 
GGhhaazziiaabbaadd:: Three per-
sons, including a couple,
have been run over by a
speeding train while they
were "making videos with
mobile phones" on a rail-
way track here, police
said on Thursday. The
incident happened near
Kaloo Garhi railway cross-
ing under Masuri police
station area on
Wednesday night around
9 pm and all the three
died on the spot, a senior
police official said.

Busted 
JJaammmmuu:: Security agencies
have busted a Pakistan
ISI-run narcotics traffick-
ing racket with the arrest
of a school-going girl liv-
ing along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir, official
sources said Thursday.
The juvenile, a student of
class ten, lives in a village
ahead of the LoC fence in
the Mendhar sector of the
Poonch district and has
been apprehended with
400 grams of "suspected
heroin" in a joint opera-
tion conducted by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on
Wednesday.

Arrested
SShhaahhjjaahhaannppuurr:: A food
department officer was
arrested here while tak-
ing a bribe in exchange
for making a license for
a meat shop, a senior
official said on Thursday.
Vijay Kumar Verma,
posted as the officer
incharge in the Food
Safety and Drug
Administration's office in
Shahjahanpur had
demanded a bribe of Rs
12,000 from one Qayoom
in the name of making a
license for a meat shop,
Inspector of Bareilly's
vigilance establishment
police station, Paan
Singh Adhikari told PTI.
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BRIEF

Bollywood superstar Amitabh
Bachchan speaks during 

inauguration of the 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival, in

Kolkata, Thursday. 
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Patna, Dec 15 (PTI): 

After Bihar's hooch
tragedy toll climbed to 26,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday
warned that if people
drink spurious liquor, they
will die.

The chief minister's
blunt comments came as
his policy of prohibition
came under attack from
many quarters including
from his former political
strategist turned activist
Prashant Kishor, who de-
manded scrapping of the
prohibition law. "Jo piyega
woh marega" (those who
drink spurious alcohol will
die), thundered Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar as he stood his
ground maintaining that
prohibition was "not my
personal wish but a re-
sponse to the cries of the
women of the state".

Kumar when he brought
in prohibition had won
praise from many women's

groups who felt it would
save their men-folk from
the "curse of drunkenness
and save homes from finan-
cial ruin." He also ex-
pressed displeasure over
criticisms from the opposi-
tion BJP which has raised
the issue "even inside
Parliament".

Civil surgeon and med-
ical officer in charge Dr
Sagar Dulal Sinha who
confirmed that the number
of people dead from con-
suming the illicitly brewed
liquor has increased to 26
from 21 on Wednesday, said
deaths were being reported
from those homes who had
not reported hooch-related

illness earlier out of fear of
landing on the wrong side
of the law. While the oppo-
sition BJP continued to
create a ruckus inside the
assembly for the second
consecutive day over the
Saran hooch tragedy, the
CPI(ML) Liberation which
supports the
"Mahagathbandhan" gov-
ernment staged a demon-
stration outside before the
commencement of pro-
ceedings, demanding a "re-
view" of draconian provi-

sions of the prohibition
law and monetary compen-
sation to bereaved family
members.

Kishor, a former confi-
dant of the chief minister,
demanded that the prohibi-
tion law be scrapped,
terming it as a "stupid"
step and suggested allow-
ing "regulated" sale of alco-
hol besides sustained so-
cial awareness campaigns
to dissuade people from
consuming all types of in-
toxicants.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

An additional 1,400 CISF
personnel have been sanc-
tioned to secure the expand-
ing terminal areas of the
Delhi Airport and also to
meet the challenge of its
growing passenger traffic,
officials said on Thursday.

This was conveyed at a
high-level meeting chaired
by Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla along with the
representatives of the Civil
Aviation Ministry, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), Bureau of
Immigration among others.

The meeting was called to
review measures taken to
ease the recent congestion
reported at large airports,
particularly in Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru.

It was informed during
the meeting that an addi-
tional force of 1,400 Central
Industrial Security Force
personnel would soon be de-

ployed at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport where
expansion is going on at
three terminals -- 1, 2 and 3 --
apart from its cargo hold
area. The terminal 1 renova-
tion and expansion was
scheduled to be completed
by December next year or
January 2024 but the gov-
ernment wants it be expedit-
ed and finished by
November 2023, the start of
the holiday season.

More CISF personnel will
be required to secure the ex-
panding areas of the IGI and
hence the new manpower
sanction, they said.

The enhanced manpower,
over and above the existing
strength of about 5,000 per-
sonnel, has been recently ap-
proved after a four-month
long joint survey undertak-
en by security agencies. The
proposal was finally moved
by the BCAS and approved
by the Civil Aviation min-
istry.

The joint review had esti-
mated creation of about
2,400 posts for the CISF to
meet the upcoming needs at

the IGI but the manpower
was finally rationalised at
1,400 personnel apart from
filling up the existing vacan-
cies in the sanctioned 5,000
personnel strength, sources
said. The IGI will have a
total strength of about 6,500
men and women personnel
after the induction of the
fresh manpower, they said.

The new CISF strength
will not only be used to ren-
der the core duty of the
force -- of providing an anti-
terrorist and anti-hijack
cover at the hypersensitive
facility -- but also to meet the
challenge of the ever grow-
ing passenger footfall, both
for domestic and interna-
tional travel, sources said.

Bhalla had also convened
the meeting to discuss with
stakeholders continuous
complaints from passengers
about the rush at the entry
gates, luggage drop and se-
curity check areas.

The meeting discussed
the issue of crowding and
how to fix the problems
faced by passengers, an offi-
cial said.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted bail to a
convict serving life impris-
onment in the 2002 Godhra
train coach burning case,
noting that he has been in
jail for the last 17 years.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice
P S Narasimha took note
of the submission of a
lawyer, appearing for one
of the convicts Faruk, that
he be granted bail consid-
ering the period under-
gone till now.

Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Gujarat govern-
ment, termed the offence
as the "most heinous" in
which 59 people, including

women and children were
burnt alive and sought
hearing of the appeals of
the convicts at the earliest.

The top law officer op-
posed the bail plea and
said usually stone pelting
is an offence of minor na-
ture, however, in the in-
stant case, the train coach
was bolted and stones
were pelted to ensure that
passengers cannot come
out. Moreover, stones were
thrown at fire tenders also,
he added.

"He (the convict seeking
bail) instigated others and
pelted stones and injured
the passengers. Under nor-
mal circumstances, pelt-
ing of stones may be a less-
er offence... But this is dif-
ferent," he said. "In the
facts of the case, the appli-

cation of bail made by
Faruk... is granted. The ap-
plicant was convicted of
offences punishable under
Section 302 (murder) of
the IPC and sentenced to
suffer imprisonment for
life. "The High Court had
dismissed his appeal on
October 9, 2017. The appli-
cant has sought bail on the
ground that he has been in
custody since 2004 and has
undergone imprisonment
for about 17 years. In view
of the facts and circum-
stances of the case and the
role attributed to the appli-
cant, we direct the appli-
cant to be granted bail sub-
ject to such terms and con-
ditions as may be imposed
by the sessions (trial)
court," the bench said in
its order.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

DNA extracted from bone
pieces recovered in the
Mehrauli forest and from
blood found at Aaftab Amin
Poonawala's house in con-
nection with the Shraddha
Walkar murder case has
matched with samples of
her father, police sources
said on Thursday.

The police had recovered
13 bone pieces from the for-
est and its nearby area while
searching for Walkar's body
parts. She was allegedly
strangled and her body
sawed into 35 pieces and dis-

posed in various parts of the
capital by Poonawala, her
live-in partner. "In the
Shradha Walkar murder
case, Delhi Police has re-
ceived the DNA report from
CFSL (Central Forensic
Science Laboratory), Lodhi
Road. The DNA report is
helpful. "We have also re-
ceived report of his
(Poonawala's) polygraph test
from FSL, Rohini, and this
report will also help in inves-
tigation," Special
Commissioner of Police
(Law & Order) Sagar Preet
Hooda told reporters here on
Thursday. The murder case
that came to light a month
ago had sent shock waves
across the country, even as
DNA forensic reports and
the polygraph test report are

expected to provide some
vital clue to the police. Delhi
Police arrested 28-year-old
Poonawala on November 12.
During interrogation, he
confessed to killing 27-year-
old Walkar and chopping
her body parts into 35 pieces,
police had said. Following
his confession, the police
scanned through various
forest areas and even a pond
in Madangir was emptied to
look for Walkar's missing
body parts. Police have re-
covered more than 13 body
parts from forest areas of
Mehrauli and Gurugram.

"The police has received
the DNA report of the bones
found. The DNA of the
bones matches with the sam-
ples of Walkar's father," a
source said.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force,
bolstered by its full com-
plement of Rafale combat
jets, on Thursday
launched a major exercise
covering the Northeastern
region amid a fresh spike
of border tension with
China along the Line of
Actual Control in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The two-day mega exer-
cise is involving almost all
its frontline fighter jets
and other assets deployed
in the region, people famil-
iar with the drill said.

In a tweet, the IAF said

the last of the 36 Rafale
jets joined the force. The
IAF inducted the Rafale
aircraft into its 101
Squadron of the Eastern
Air Command at the
Hasimara in July last year.

The first Rafale
squadron with around 18
jets is based in Ambala air

base. "FEET DRY! 'The
Pack is Complete'. The last
of the 36 IAF Rafales land-
ed in India after a quick
enroute sip from a UAE
Air Force tanker," the IAF
said. Sources said the
French-manufactured jet
joined the second Rafale
squadron in Hasimara

that increased its strength
to 18 aircraft.

They said the second
squadron of Rafale jets
was to be part of the mega
air exercise along with
other key assets such as
Sukhoi-30MKI aircraft
under the Eastern Air
Command.

An IAF official said the
exercise was planned well
in advance and it is not as-
sociated with recent devel-
opments in the Tawang
sector. On Monday, the
Indian Army said troops
from the two sides clashed
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the
Tawang sector and the
face-off led to "minor in-
juries" to a few personnel
from both sides".

Amritsar, Dec 15 (PTI): 

A Punjab farmers'
group on Thursday held
protests at several toll
plazas against the state
government to press for
their demands, including
farm debt waiver, remu-
nerative prices for their
crops and compensation
for damage to crops.

The Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee
(KMSC) gave a call for
holding protests at 18 toll
plazas in the state for a
month beginning
Thursday to press the
state government to accept
their various demands, in-
cluding farm debt waiver,

remunerative prices for
their crops and compensa-
tion for damage to crops.

During their protest,
farmers will not allow the
fee to be deducted for any
vehicle passing through
the toll plazas, KMSC
G?eneral Secretary
Sarwan Singh Pandher
said, adding that they are
free for commuters in the
state. The protest will hap-
pen day and night till
January 15, Pandher said.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
Thursday warned stu-
dents and parents against
a fake website of the board
and asked them not to
make any payments on the
portal for downloading
admit cards for class 10
and 12 exams.

"It has come to the no-
tice of the board that cer-
tain unscrupulous ele-
ments have created a web-
site resembling the official
CBSE website
www.cbse.gov.in. "This
fake website has been cre-
ated with the address

https://cbsegovt.com/ and
is blatantly duping unsus-
pecting students, schools
and parents by sending
messages to deposit
money for creating and
downloading the admit
card for CBSE class 10 and
12, 2023 examinations," the
board said in an advisory.

It asked the public and
stakeholders to be "ex-
tremely careful and not re-
spond to any such fake
messages and websites".

The board does not take
any fees directly from any
students or parents for
downloading admit cards,
it added. The class 10 and
12 board exams are slated
to be held from February
15 next year. The board
has, however, not an-
nounced the exam sched-
ule yet.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

Elections have become a "big
budget affair" and holding
simultaneous polls to Lok
Sabha and state assemblies
would result in huge saving to
the exchequer, the govern-
ment said on Thursday.
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the need for simultaneous
elections to Lok Sabha and
legislative assemblies has
been felt as polls have become
"big budget affair and expen-
sive". In a written reply to a
question in Rajya Sabha, he
said the Law Commission in its
report on Reforms in Electoral
Laws had suggested simulta-
neous elections to Lok Sabha
and state assemblies for the
sake of stability in gover-

nance. "Simultaneous elec-
tions would result in huge
saving to the public excheq-
uer, avoidance of replication
of effort on part of adminis-
trative and law and order
machinery in holding repeat-
ed elections and bring con-
siderable savings to political
parties and candidates in
their election campaigns,"
Rijiju said.

NITISH ON HOOCH DEATHS

‘If you drink, you die’
Crores of people drink liquor in the country, should all of them
die, BJP leader Sushil Kumar Modi asked on Thursday, slam-
ming Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar for his "jo piyega, woh
marega" jibe as political heat rises in the state amid mounting
toll in a hooch tragedy. Modi told PTI that Kumar had earlier
also made remarks like those who drink are "mahapapi" (big
sinners) and they can't be Indians. It is inappropriate of the
chief minister to make such remarks while people die due to
consumption of spurious liquor in Bihar, where prohibition is in
place, he added. Union minister Giriraj Singh cited Kumar's
comments to jeer at him, saying if people vote for him, they will
die as this is the example in front of them.

‘Crores of people drink in country, should they die’

1,400 more CISF personnel
sanctioned for IGI

̈ Centre reviews
crowding at airports

GODHRA TRAIN BURNING CASE

SC grants bail to convict 
GOVT IN PARL

‘Simultaneous polls
needed to save money’

Kiren Rijiju

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the
Consortium of National Law
Universities to ensure no physi-
cally disabled student is denied
access to the upcoming CLAT
examination and all necessary
facilities, including a scribe to
write the papers, are made
available to the deserving can-
didates.
The Consortium of National
Law Universities was estab-
lished on August 19, 2017 to
improve the standards of legal
education in the country and
facilitate better coordination
among National Law Schools. A
bench comprising Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud and Justice P
S Narasimha said no deserving
student shall be stopped from

getting scribe in the examina-
tion. "We direct the first
respondent (Consortium) to
ensure that no disabled stu-
dent is denied access to the
ensuing examination and that
all necessary facilities by way
of reasonable accommodation
should be provided having due
regard to the provisions of the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016... "The
first respondent shall, by the
next date of listing, place an
updated status report on affi-
davit in regard to the subject
matter of the controversy in
these proceedings including
the number of disabled candi-
dates who applied at the ensu-
ing CLAT and the facilities
extended to them," the bench
said. The CLAT 2023 exam will
be held on December 18, 2022.

SC DIRECTIVE

‘Ensure no disabled student is
denied access to CLAT exam’

ANNUAL CAKE SHOW

A man dressed as Santa Claus walks past a cake model of The Cathedral Basilica 
during the press conference of 48th annual Cake Show, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

IAF begins exercise in N-E amid row with China
̈ Gets last of 

36 Rafale jets

The last of the 36 IAF Rafale jets landed in India on Thursday.

Punjab farmers’
group hold protests 
̈ At toll plazas

across state

CBSE TO STUDENTS

Beware against fake website
̈ Asks them not to

make payments 
on that portal

MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH

Bones found in forest are
Shraddha’s, DNA test confirms
̈ Matches with

samples of
Shraddha’s father’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1155: Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology (CCET), in collab-
oration with Chhattisgarh
Swami Vivekananda
Technological Institute
College and CREDA Raipur
celebrated the National
Energy Conservation Day on
December 14, 2022. Events
conducted include Expert
Lecture, Poster Making
Competition and Essay com-
petition. 

Theme for the event was
Energy Conservation and sus-
tainable development. This
event helped to understand
and educate students on the
value of renewable energy and
environmental protection and
to give them useful advice and
solutions for the conservation
of energy sources and to pre-
serve for future.

The program started with

lamp lighting and welcome of
the guest for the session by Dr
Archana Choudhary, Vice
Principal CCET. She empha-
sised that in today's world en-
ergy is not only in the future
but it drives everything in the
present.  Expert Lecture on
Energy Conservation and sus-
tainable development was de-
livered by Dr RP Dewangan, Ex
DGM, (Retd), Town Services,
BSP, Chairman Water Cell,
CSVTU Bhilai. Speaker elabo-
rated the importance of
Sustainable development, how
the development should meet
the needs of the present with-
out compromising the future
generation's needs. 

Good number of Staff and
students attended the session.
The way to conserve energy
was given thrust in his lecture.
The useful ways such as to turn
off light when not in use, Use
LED lights switch off the elec-
trical appliances, reduce water

consumption, use solar pow-
ered devices, to unplug the de-
vices when not in use was ex-
plained in detail. Water conser-
vation technique was also dis-
cussed with main focus on
Rain water harvesting was dis-
cussed.

Poster Making Competition
and Essay competition was
also conducted to mark the
celebration of the National
Energy Conservation Day.
Prizes in the form of solar re-
lated items and certificates for
the winners of both the event
were distributed in the valedic-
tory program. 

Program coordinator Dr
Preeti Nand Kumar presented
the mementoes to Judges for
the event and proposed vote of
thanks to the faculties and stu-
dents. Students of all semester
actively participated in the
events and they were delight-
ed to receive the gifts along
with certificates.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1155::  Education
Department of SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant organised a Grand
Ceremony at Nehru House of
Culture to distribute the PM
Trophy Scholarships, SAIL schol-
arships & Merit Rewards to meri-
torious wards of BSP Employees
for pursuing higher education.
The scholarships were given
away by Anirban Dasgupta
Director I/c Bhilai Steel Plant &
other dignitaries. 

Present on the Dias were Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines &
Rowghat), MM Gadre, ED( P&A),
S Mukhopadhyay, ED (Projects),
AK Chakroborty, ED ( MM), Dr AK
Panda, ED (F&A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c.  Many
senior officers of Bhilai Steel
Plant, awardees also graced the

occasion. On this occasion CGM
(TSD & CSR) SV Nandanwar
along with other Chief General
Managers and members of OA
and Union Representatives were
also present. MM Gadre, ED
(P&A) welcomed the guests and
the awardees and briefed the
gathering about the PM Trophy
scholarship scheme.  The
Director-in-charge of the plant
and the chief guest of the function
Anirban Dasgupta in his inspira-
tional speech said that we do not
only make the best steel but also
make the best students.
"Heartiest congratulations to all
of you for getting this scholarship.

It is the culture of Bhilai that our
students show their talent in all
fields. You have a unique identity
that you are from Bhilai. Be excel-
lent citizens of the country and
the world. I wish you a bright fu-
ture," he said. The Prime
Minister's trophy scholarship is a
unique venture of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The Scholarship amount is
given under a scheme from a part
of the interest earned from prize
money of the 11 PM's Trophies
and the Steel Ministers trophy
Awarded to Bhilai Steel Plant. The
interest earned on the prize
money is used to fund the schol-
arships.  In the first category, the

Sarvottam scholarships, 75 stu-
dents who have been selected to
pursue their higher studies in the
prestigious institutions like IIMs,
IITs, NITs, AFMC, National Law
Collages, CA, ICWAI were award-
ed a sum of Rs 25000/- yearly for
the duration of their course. In the
second category, 180 students
were awarded Rs 11000/- for
technical and non-technical
courses. The awardees are short-
listed based on the scores ob-
tained in the class 12th board ex-
amination. In the third category
the SAIL scholarships were
awarded to the wards - based on
total employees currently in Bhilai

Steel Plant. In this category Rs
3000/- was awarded to the stu-
dents pursuing studies in the
technical stream and Rs 1800/- to
the students pursuing the studies
in the non-technical stream.  This
year 317 applications were re-
ceived for these scholarships out
of which 69 students are of re-
served category. This year a total
of Rs 40 lakhs has been awarded
to the students as scholarship.
Out of 280 students 155 are boys
and 125 are girls. 144 students be-
long to the engineering stream,
36 are from medical stream, 6 stu-
dents are pursuing Post Graduate
programs and 94 students are
from various other streams. This
year for the first the time PM tro-
phy, SAIL scholarships and Merit
Reward are being given away
from the same platform. Merit
Rewards are given away to stu-
dents who are the toppers of class
8th, class 10th and 12th in CBSE,
CG and other recognized Boards
School Education. 
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Bhilai, Dec 15: City buses
have started operating
from Thursday. Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
and MIC member and in-
charge of Public Works
Department Ekansh
Banchhor together flagged
off the city bus.

With this, city buses will
now start plying on fixed
routes. In the initial stages,
8 city buses have been start-
ed and 2 more buses are
ready which will become
operational soon, in this
way 10 buses are ready to
run. The remaining buses
will also be started soon on
the prescribed routes.

The city bus started from
December 15 will provide
its services from Durg to-
wards Raipur Road, to-

wards Patan Road and to-
wards Chandulal
Chandrakar Kachandur
Hospital. Before starting
the buses, preparations for
road tax, fitness, insurance
and permit etc. have been
done and also the city buses
were thoroughly cleaned,
washed, updated and deco-
rated.

With the introduction of
city buses, the passengers

will now get relief and it
will be easier for them to
cover the journey. There is
a lot of enthusiasm among
the daily commuters about
the commencement of the
city bus, because it pro-
vides better facility to the
passengers.

Those going to
Chandulal Chandrakar
Kachandur Hospital will
also get relief, the patient

and his family members
will not have any problem
in going to the hospital for
better treatment, because
there is hardly any move-
ment of vehicles on this
route. Nodal Officer and
Superintending Engineer
BK Dewangan, Zone
Commissioner Rajendra
Nayak and others were
present during the launch
of the city bus.

Traffic cops rescue truck driver 
who suffered stroke while driving

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: The cops of
Durg Traffic Police res-
cued a truck driver who
suffered a stroke while
driving on national high-
way. The driver was admit-
ted to the hospital and his
condition was stated to be
out of danger. The vigilant
traffic cops not only res-
cued a truck driver but also
managed to avert a major
road mishap.

According to informa-
tion, ASI Rajesh Pandey
and his team were on duty
of Highway Patrolling on
the intervening night of
Wednesday. Near Nehru
Nagar Square, they spotted
a truck which was moving
in an unusual manner. The
cops suspected that the
driver was drunk and
chased the vehicle.

They intercepted the

truck bearing CG07-MB-
1975 and found that the
driver Ramdhari Singh
(50) was resting on the
steering wheel. The cops
soon realised that the driv-

er has some health prob-
lem and needs immediate
medical intervention.

ASI Rajesh Pandey,
Constable Surya Pratap
and Sainik Rakesh Singh

rushed the truck driver to
Supela Hospital where the
doctors found that the driv-
er had suffered a paralysis
attack. Immediate medical
treatment was provided to
the victim and his condi-
tion was stated to be stable.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the Highway
Patrolling of Durg Police
conducts round the clock
patrolling on national high-
way from Anjora Bypass to
Kumhari Toll Plaza. This
year, they rescued victims
of 201 road accidents and
rushed 106 injured people
to the hospital.

They cleared the traffic
jams numerous times at
different spots. In the last
one year, green corridors
were created 30 times to
provide congestion free
passage to ambulances
transporting critical 
patients.

License of Siddhivinayak
Hospital cancelled

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: Due to
negligence in the medical
treatment on the part of
the doctor and paramed-
ical staff working at
Siddhivinayak (Children's
Hospital) located at Sirsa
Gate Bhilai 3, a 10-month-
old child Shivansh Verma
had died in the hospital.

The probe had con-
firmed medical negligence
and it was a violation of
Nursing Home Act 2010
and 2013. A notice was

served to the hospital by
the administration and
after completion of 30 days
of the notice on December
11, the license granted to
the hospital under the
State Hospital and Medical
Establishments Licensing
Act 2010 and 2013 has been
cancelled.

The family of the child
had complained about the
matter to the Collector
Jandarshan, taking cog-
nizance of which legal ac-
tion was taken by the ad-
ministration.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: A ceremo-
nial cake was cut in BF 8
Control Room led by
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, BP
Singh, Director I/c (DSP &
ISP) to celebrate BF 8
(Mahamaya)'s production
milestone of 11 MT on
Thursday.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
largest Blast Furnace -
Blast Furnace 8 (BF 8),
christened Mahamaya has
become the fastest in SAIL
to have crossed the 11 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) cumula-
tive production on
December 12, 2022. The
Control room in BF 8 was
filled with a festive atmos-
phere with a big cake sur-
rounded by colourful bal-
loons.

The cake was cut along-
with Anjani Kumar, ED

(Works), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), MM
Gadre, ED (P&A),
S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), AK
Chakravorty, ED
(MM), Dr AK
Panda, ED
(Finance) and Dr
M Ravindranath,
CMO I/c (M & HS).
Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM I/c (Iron),
Soumya Tokdar,
CGM (Blast
Furnace) and other senior
officers of the Plant and
members of the BF
Collective were present on
the occasion.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) congrat-
ulated the members of
Mahamaya Team and all
supporting shops & depart-
ments for becoming the
fastest among the other two

blast furnaces in SAIL of
similar capacity. BF 8's
journey from 10 MT to 11
MT has been completed in
record time of 144 days.

Congratulating members
of Team Mahamaya, Blast
Furnace collective and as-
sociated shops and depart-
ments, Dasgupta said it is
joyous occasion for all of us
that BF 8 has become the

fastest in SAIL to have
achieved this milestone.

"We have great expecta-
tions from this team. I ex-
pect an impeccable safety
record to be maintained at
BF 8. We must work to-
wards improving raw mate-
rial quality and reduce Slag
rate", he said. We must find
applications for Artificial
Intelligence(AI) in order to

move ahead, he
added.

BP Singh,
Director I/c (DSP
& ISP)in his ad-
dress recalled his
learning while
working at Blast
Furnaces at BSP.
We must reduce
Coke rate, in-
crease CDI and re-
duce CO2 emis-
sion. Our target
should be to
achieve the next

milestone in a shorter time
period, he said.

Addressing the gather-
ing at BF 8 Conference Hall,
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
stated that we must be
ready to take up challenges
and bring further improve-
ment in our system. He
congratulated BF 8 collec-
tive for their achievement.

The 11 MT milestone

has been crossed by BF on
December 12, 2022. It took
144 days to reach 11 MT
from 10 MT. The total cu-
mulative days to reach 11
MT since commissioning
is 1775 days which is much
earlier as compared to
1830 days of RSP and 2067
days of ISP.

Soumya Tokdar, CGM
(BFs) proposed the Vote of
Thanks and assured that
BF 8 team will work with
vigour and achieve the
target given. Anuradha
Saha, Manager (P-BF &
SGP), conducted the pro-
ceedings. At the outset, a
short film tracing the jour-
ney of BF 8 alongwith the
furnace crossing the11 MT
milestone was screened.
Saplings were planted by
DIC, Shri Anirban
Dasgupta and other senior
officers to mark the 
occasion.

Rs 15 lakh cheque handed
over to Annu Dewangan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: A cheque
of Rs 15 lakh was handed
over to Annu Dewangan,
who lost her parents in the
Kumhari flyover accident.
Her family members were
also present on the occa-
sion. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava handed
over the cheque to the or-
phaned girl.

The Collector and SP
had discussed this matter
with the officials of the
Royal Infra Company and
told them that as per the
contract terms, the com-
pany was responsible for
the safety during the con-

struction of the flyover,
but due to the negligence
on the part of the compa-
ny, the accident happened
in which a couple was
killed.

Hence, it was the moral
responsibility of the con-
struction company to take
care of the expenses for
the upbringing and educa-
tion of the orphaned

child. The company
agreed to provide Rs 15
lakh to the victim's family.
Company officials handed
over a cheque of Rs 15
lakh in the Collectorate
premises on Thursday.

The Collector stated
that the expenses of the
child will be arranged
from the interest earned
from Fixed Deposit of this
amount. The principal
amount will be given to
the girl child after she be-
comes an adult.

Along with this, the ad-
ministration would get
the girl child admitted to a
good school. The adminis-
tration will be in constant
touch with the family
members of the child.
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Stones pelted on Vande
Bharat at Bhilai Nagar 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: Some un-
known ruffians pelted
stones on the Vande
Bharat Express (Train No
20826) around 18.09 hrs on
Wednesday in the middle
section of Bhilai Nagar to
Bhilai Power House.

Due to stone pelting, a
window glass on the right
side of E-1 got cracked.

Inspector, Purnima Rai
Banjare, along with her
subordinate force mem-
bers reached the spot as
soon as the Railway
Protection Force Post,
Bhilai received the infor-
mation. The train had al-
ready left for its destina-

tion. As informed by the
guard Varun Kumar Singh,
RPF lodged a case against
unknown persons on
charges of pelting stones
on the train between Bhilai
Nagar and Bhilai Power
House section. After lodg-
ing a case under section 154

of Railway Act, investiga-
tions have been initiated
and action is being taken
in coordination with GRP
and local police to find out
the person involved in the
case. The network of in-
formers has also been acti-
vated to trace the accused.

Strict legal action will be
taken against the crimi-
nals who commit such inci-
dents. Along with this, RPF
officers are counselling the
people who live in the
shanties located on the
sides of railway tracks.
Railways also appealed to
the enlightened citizens
and common people to
make the slum dwellers
aware to prevent such inci-
dents in future.

p Offence lodged
under Section 154 
of Railway Act

p RPF counsels slum
dwellers living near
railway tracks 

Mahamaya celebrates 11 MT production

City bus service resumes 
operation, Bhilai Mayor flags off

PM Trophy Scholarships, SAIL scholarships 
& Merit Rewards given away 

p To meritorious wards
of BSP Employees 

CCET celebrates National
Energy Conservation Day



DIGGING IN PROGRESS

RMC authorities are continuing digging of road near the Science College area and 
uprooting of trees to create space for ‘Choupati’ to be constructed here in coming days.
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Raipur, Dec 15: 

Dead body of an 8-year-
old girl who had gone
missing since December 7
was found in the bushes
behind her house in
Saddu area falling under
jurisdiction of Vidhan
Sabha Police Station.
Police have arrested a 14-
year-old minor for al-
legedly murdering her
after committing rape.
According to the police
14-year old boy residing
near house of the victim
threw her body to the
bushes after murdering
her.

Police recovered the
dead body of the girl child
and sent it for post-
mortem. The police
looked for the accused on
the basis of CCTV footage
installed nearby areas.
Police recovered the dead
body on the information
of people living near the
area. The minor suspect
was addicted to watching
pornographic videos. He
used to see in the mobiles
of relatives including
friends.

“We have held a 14-year-
old boy for abducting,
raping and killing the

girl. We had rounded him
up for questioning based
on leads from CCTV
footage from the spot.
During interrogation, he

confessed to the crime,”
the SSP said. On
Thursday, SSP Prashant
Agrawal informed about
the entire matter in the

control room. He told that
the girl was murdered on
December 7 after she
went missing. Suspect
brought her to a deserted

place where he first raped
her and then strangulated
her to death. On the sev-
enth day of the incident,
the body of the dead girl
was found in the bushes
near Vivekananda Park,
Housing Board Colony.
The special team of po-
lice recovered the dead
body 12 hours after it was
formed by the SSP to look
into the incident.

The suspect told during
interrogation that he
used to watch pornogra-
phy videos in mobiles of
his sister-in-law (elder
brother’s wife) and uncle.
It is worth mentioning
that the father of the
delinquent boy too was
imprisoned for three
years in the case of rap-
ing his minor real daugh-
ter in the past. He came
out of jail only a month
back.

He has been charged
under Indian Penal Code
sections 302 (murder), 363
(kidnapping), 376 (rape)
and 201 (destruction of
evidence) as well as rele-
vant provisions of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, the official
said.

Teen held for abducting,
raping, killing minor girl

Body found on a vacant plot in Saddu on Dec 13

Residents attack police vehicle
RRaaiippuurr:: The police vehicle carrying the minor rapist
was attacked by the residents of the colony here on
Thursday. The agitated colony residents were
demanding justice to the boy on the spot itself and
attacked the police vehicle. It was amidst lot of hus-
tle-bustle and heated exchanges that police some-
how was able to move from that place and took him
to thana. The denizens of colony were demanding
strict action and punishment to the rapist and went
on to say that he should be  hanged to death.

Raipur, Dec 15:

Governor Anusuiya
Uike on Thursday signed
the Ordinance of
Universities to introduce
four-year Degree Course
in Autonomous Colleges
under New Education
Policy (NEP) in Hemchand
University Durg, Sant
Gahira Guru University
Ambikapur, Atal Behari
Vajpayee University

Bilaspur and Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University Raipur.

With the approval to the
above Ordinance, the
Autonomous Colleges
under the above men-
tioned Universities would
be able to start four-year
Graduate courses with
Choice Based Credit
System and Learning
O u t c o m e - b a s e d
Curriculum Framework

soon. It is learnt that four
Universities had sought
approval from the
Governor to start new
methods of learning
under New Education
Policy. Now the
Autonomous Colleges of
the state-run Universities
would be able to start four-
year Integrated Graduate
courses in new subjects
with multiple options be-
fore them.

Governor approves Ordinance to 
introduce four-year Graduate courses
Autonomous Colleges of four-state run Universities to start the new courses under NEP

Raipur, Dec 15:

Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital
(SSSSH) has launched
many innovative pro-
grams to improve health
services for pregnant
women and children
across several states in the
country. A unique pro-
gram has been launched
with Govt. of
Chhattisgarh and UNICEF
in Nawapara area in
August this year. Though
this unique program, a
model for Comprehensive
Primary Health Care for
Universal Health
Coverage is being imple-
mented by Department of
Public Health, Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Hospital,
Naya Raipur.

Through this program,
every week a team from
Sanjeevani Hospital goes
to PHC/CHC and supports
the govt staff in providing
services to pregnant
women and children.4 cen-
tres are included in this

program- PHC
M a n i k c h a u r i ,
Champaran, CHC
Nawapara and PHC Torla.
Along with Gynaecologist
and Pediatrician services,
specialised lab tests like
Thyroid Test, Iron Studies,
Vitamin D Test are done
for each pregnant woman
free of cost. Counselling is
provided about nutrition,
danger signs during preg-
nancy for all patients and
family members.Training
and capacity building of
govt. staff nurses and
frontline health care work-
ers is also an important
feature of this program.

As part of this program,
on Dec 15, 2022, a Skilled
Based Interactive
Training Workshop was
conducted on the topic

‘Journey of the First 1000
days’ at CMHO Office
Raipur for Medical
Officers, CHO, RHO, ANM,
RMA and Staff Nurses
from PHC Torla, PHC
Champaran, PHC
Manikchauri and CHC
Nawapara.

Dr. Shruti Prabhu,
Head, Department of
Public Health explained
the concept of this train-
ing program and deliber-
ated that journey of first
1000 days begins with 9
months of antenatal peri-
od and thus emphasized
on importance of high
risk pregnancy detection
and tracking. Dr. Aparna
Despande, Nutrition
Specialist UNICEF spoke
on Breastfeeding, IYCF
and referring a sick new-

born. Information about
Kangaroo Mother Care
and caring for small ba-
bies at home was given by
Dr. Payal Arora,
Consultant Pediatrician at
Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital, Raipur. CMHO
Raipur Dr. Mithilesh
Choudhary and DPM Mr.
Manish Mejarwar were
also present in this
Workshop. Felicitation
and distribution of certifi-
cates was done by Chief
Guest of Programme Dr.
Meera Baghel, Deputy
Director. Overall the skill
based training session
with videos, role plays,
demonstrations was well
received by the partici-
pants with insights on
practical tips for imple-
menting in the field.

Skilled based interactive training workshop held in SSSSH
 On the topic

‘Journey of the First

1000 days’
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155: The master-
mind in cheating around a
dozen persons with assurances
of provided gold at lesser rate
has been nabbed and the
police has recovered 70 ‘tolas’
gold and 9 Kg silver from his
possession worth crores.
It is notable here that this
accused used to cheat the 9
victims including the applicant
of providing them gold at less
rate and about assurances of
investing in gold and earning
profit and terming the lesser
rate gold by selling it as 23
Carat gold, had cheated people
of an amount around Rs 1
crore. In order to influence
people, the accused had even
opened a jewellery shop for
himself in Mahavir Nagar.

Jewelleries worth Rs 42.0 lakh
recovered Total of three
accused in this case, including
a woman had already being
arrested earlier and now the
mastermind in thiscase Anil
Verma, R/o Balia, (UP) too has
been arrested. The police has
recovered gold and silver jew-
elleries worth Rs 42.0 lakh and
the police has registered a case
and taken the matter under
investigation and search of
other accused too has been
started.

Mastermind in gold
cheating case nabbed

 Had cheated around 

9 persons of providing

them gold at lower rates

 Gold jewelleries worth 

Rs 42 lakh recovered

Raipur, Dec 15: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today held a meet-
ing of police department,
municipal corporation and
departmental officers to
discuss measures to im-
prove the traffic system in
Raipur city. Raipur Rural
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma, Raipur North
MLA Kuldeep Juneja,
Raipur Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, Birangaon Mayor
Nandlal Devagann, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal,
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation and MD
Smart City Limited Raipur
Mayank Chaturvedi and
officers of the concerned
departments were present
at the meeting held at
Collectorate Conference
Hall here. Discussion was
held over points of jam sit-
uation, places of encroach-

ment, places requiring
auto stoppage, power
poles, transformer re-
moval points, problems
caused by service road
power poles, signal-requir-
ing square-intersections in
the city, installation of au-
tomatic signals, immediate
and long-term require-
ments including the need
for construction of road di-
viders and the measures to
overcome them. The
Collector asked the Police
Department, Municipal
Corporation and other de-
partments to work in coor-
dination to improve the
traffic system. He instruct-
ed to widen the service
road of Raipura Chowk,
Santoshi Nagar Chowk
and Pachpedi Naka Chowk
by removing electric poles
and remove the footpath
under the bridge and free
it from encroachments

Collector, public 
reps discuss measures to
improve traffic system

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155::

Henry Santiago defeated
former Champion Ankit Patel
with the score of 7-6(5) and 7-
5 to win the 35 years plus title
in the ITF Tennis Tournament

being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh State
Tennis Association (CSTA)
here. Similarly, Ashwin
Prakash defeated Parag Atre
to win the 40 plus title,
Gopalkrishnan defeated

Kohinoor Goverdhan in 45
plus championship and top
rank player Dinesh Laudani
defeated Vijay Kumar with
the score of 6-4,6-1 in the 50
plus championship. In the 35
plus category double champi-

onship final, the pair of Henry
Santiago and Ankit Patel
defeated the pair of Tarshish
Maril and Kohinoor
Goverdhan to win the title
whereas Avnish Prakash and
Parag Ratre won the 40 plus
title and the pair of Vijay
Kumar and Avnish Rastogi
defeated the team compris-
ing Dinesh Laugani and
Vikram Singh Sisodiya to
clinch the title in 50 plus cat-
egory. CSTA Office-bearers
were present during the prize
distribution ceremony,
informs a press release
issued here by the
Tournament Co-ordinator
Rupendra Singh Chouhan.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Veteran ITF Tennis championship concludes

Raipur, Dec 15: Bijnaur
and Telangana will play
the inaugural match of
the All India Sikh Cricket
Tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Shahid Bhai Tharu Singh
Foundation at Sherikhedi-
based Riyaz Cricket
Academy ground on
December 16.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the

Organizing Secretary
Trilochan Singh Kale said
that teams from Punjab,
Jammu & Kashmir,

Maharashtra, Odisham
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi,
Utter Pradesh and
Telangana would be par-

ticipating in the mega
event. He further in-
formed that Chhattisgarh
Minorities Commission
Chairman Mahendra
Chabra would be the chief
guest of the inaugural cer-
emony whereas Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja would be presiding
over the function. Team
after reaching had a prac-
tice session here on
Thursday.

Bijnaur to face Telangana in All India Sikh Cricket tournament today

CM pays tribute to

the 1971 war martyrs

on Vijay Diwas

Raipur, Dec 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid tribute to brave
Indian soldiers for their
bravery and sacrifice and
wished the people of the
state on ‘Vijay Diwas’.
Baghel said that in the war
between India and
Pakistan in 1971, under the
able leadership of former
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Indira Gandhi and
under the command of
Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw, the Indian
Army showed indomitable
courage. Indian soldiers
won the war on December
16 and thousands of
Pakistani soldiers surren-
dered before them.

The war resulted in a
partition of Pakistan and
a new country Bangladesh
came into existence. This
happened due to the deter-
mination and mighty lead-
ership of Mrs. Indira
Gandhi. Indira ji was not
afraid of anything and nor
did she let the morale of
the soldiers go down. This
victory made every Indian
proud. India will always
remain indebted to brave
soldiers for their supreme
sacrifice during the war.

BJP to submit
memo to

Governor on SC
reservation

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155:: Bharatiya
Janata  Party (BJP) will submit
memorandum to Governor to
register protest against the
decrease in the 16% reserva-
tions to Scheduled Caste to
just 13% as mentioned in the
Bill recently approved by the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly. According to the
information received, the BJP
delegation under the leader-
ship of senior BJP Legislator
Punnulal Mohile will meet
Governor on December 16 to
submit memorandum. BJP
leader and President of BJP
SC Morcha President Navin
Markancdeye said that the
Congress had promised 16%
reservations for SC communi-
ty in the election manifesto
but has recently got the Bill
cleared from Assembly with
just 13% reservations for the
SC community. To register
protest against the decrease,
the BJP SC leaders would sub-
mit memo to Governor on
Friday afternoon. All the SC
Morcha leaders would gather
near Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
statue near Collectorate
before marching towards
Governor House to submit the
memorandum.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155:: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure attended
one day National Seminar
sponsored by NAAC, Bengaluru
today at Government
Dudhadhari Bajrang Girls Post
Graduate College, Kalibari
Chowk here.  According to Dr
Bhure the quality of education
in a college can be measured
by the grading issued by
NAAC. The principals and
assistant professors of various
colleges attending the seminar
are performing exceptionally
well in adverse circumstances,
he noted.  Basic education is
being strengthened by the
government through various
schemes, said the Collector.
He underlined the role of col-
lege professors in imparting
employment oriented educa-
tion. The collector was
informed by the principal that
there has been an increase in
the grading of the college. On
this, the collector extended

best wishes to the college fam-
ily. NAAC, an autonomous
institute of the University
Grants Commission facilitates
assessment and accreditation
of Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) such as col-
leges, universities or other
recognized institutions to
understand the ‘quality status’
of the institution. NAAC also
evaluates educational institu-
tions for quality parameters,
the performance of the institu-
tions relating to academic
processes and its outcomes,
breadth of curriculum, teach-
ing-learning process, faculty
members, research, infra-
structure facilities, learning
resources, organizational
structure, governance, finan-
cial soundness and facilities
available to students.

Collector attends national
seminar at DG Girls PG College

 Organised by NAAC
Bengaluru
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Baghbahra, Dec 15:  

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while holding a re-
view meeting with offi-
cials at Bagbahara Circuit
House of Khallari
Assembly Constituency of
Mahasamund district said
that the villagers should
get information about all
the schemes like Narva,
Gauthan, Rural Industrial
Park, etc. He further said
that a survey should be
conducted of the families
left out of the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhoomiheen Majdoor
Nyay Yojana. As instruct-
ed by the CM, the Narva
program should be accel-
erated and given wide pub-
licity. It is important that
the common people are
aware of the government’s
plans, he added.

To a question by Chief
Minister regarding the
status of the Narva project
in the district, CEO
District Panchayat re-
sponded that there are 54
projects in the district and
added that ‘Narva’ should

be developed quickly and
its usefulness should be
explained. Additionally, he
gave instructions on how
to promote pulses and oil
seeds output.

CM also inquired when
the ‘Nal-Jal Yojana’ project
will be finished and as-
sured them that the quali-
ty should not be affected
and asked to launch the
project as a whole. He stat-
ed that there have been
concerns about cow dung
not being procured and to
avoid this, he asked to
make regular purchases.

CM informed officers
that there has been a com-
plaint about soil in ver-
min-compost in Gauthan

and asked them to check
it. There should be any
complaints about soil in
compost and asked them
not to compromise with
quality. The CEO provided
information on daily pur-
chases in the online report
to the Chief Minister.

CM said that stubble in
the farms should not be
burnt and said that people
should be made aware of
its harmful effects.
Inquiring further, he
asked about the officers to
promote about donation of
‘paira’ (stubble) and
launch campaign for it.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that reports of
cannabis and illicit alco-
hol had been received and
ordered the police to re-
main vigilant. He also in-
structed officers to investi-
gate into the complaint of
getting fake insecticide/

pesticides in agriculture.
Further CM said that

the CMO should refrain
from turning the hospital
into a referral facility and
he remarked that kidney
complaints are also on the
rise. He also inquired
about the availability of
medications. Further CM
instructed to resolve the
Churki village’s fluoride
complaint. He also in-
structed the District
Education Officer to make
teachers available in the
School with less teachers.
The Chief Minister stated
that during Bhent-
Mulaqat, he came across a
complaint regarding the
dilapidated building and
informed officers that per-
mission has been granted
to disburse the funds.

According to the Chief
Minister, there shouldn’t
be any staff complaints.
The complaint that the
transferred employees are
not relieving should be
dropped. Employees and
officers should perform
their duties with care and
responsibility, CM added.

Villagers should get information
about govt’s schemes: CM

 Directs officers 
to promote 
‘Narva, Ghurwa,
Badi… ‘ scheme

MMaahhaassaammuunndd  ((SSiirrppuurr)),,  DDeecc  1155::

Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel reached Gram
Panchayat Sirpur under the
Mahasamund Assembly con-
stituency for Bhent-Mulaqat on
Thursday. He started the pro-
gram by garlanding a photo-
graph of Chhattisgarh Mahtari
and by singing the state song.

According to the Chief
Minister, Sirpur once served as
Chhattisgarh’s capital and was
a hub for trade and education.
This is where Buddhist monks
congregate. Additionally, it
served as a hub for commerce
and trade. This place has a long
and rich history. Ayurvedic
medicine and education have
traditionally been centered on
trade. CM said numerous
monks must have meditated in

this revered location and this
has been Nagarjuna’s abode.
How many visitors from so
many different cultures must
have been there? The very
thought of this exhilarates the
mind, he said.

As per Chief Minister
Baghel, when the government
was established four years
ago, we made promises to the
farmers that we would forgive
their loans and cut the electric-
ity bill by half. The scheme was
introduced for landless labour-
ers for the first time in the
nation. We also completed
tasks that we had not even
agreed to complete while
keeping in mind the demands
of the state. We have invested
in schemes like ‘Chattisgarh ke
Chaar Chinhari’-‘Narva, Garva,
Ghurva, aur Bari’, which suc-

cessfully brought water to the
farms. We headed towards
Mantralay as soon as the gov-
ernment was established and
made the decision to waive the
loan. It was decided to pur-
chase paddy for Rs. 2500, the
support price. We are giving
installments to farmers every
year under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Yojana. 

The fourth installment of
this scheme will be received
before March 31, before the
end of the financial year. The
Chief Minister states that since
we increased the number of
societies, there are now more
than 2000 societies. Farmers
no longer need to travel far
because there are 2500 paddy
procurement centers. Gunny
bags are offered, and payment
is received within three days.

Sirpur once served as trade 
and education hub: Baghel

 This is a place 

where Buddhist

monks congregated

 During Bhent-

Mulaqat in Sirpur,

Mahasamund

Assembly 

Announcements
made by CM

A District Cooperative
Central Bank will be
established in Sirpur.
A high school will be built
in Sirpur’s village Pasid.
Sub Tehsil will be estab-
lished in Tumgaon.
Approval will be provided
for the widening of
Tumgaon to Mahasamund
road.
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School will be
started in Tumgaon.
A bus stop will be built
outside of Mahasamund
city.
A road will be constructed
from Bawankera to
Ramadbari.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1144::  

Success is no accident.
Instead, it is the result of
careful planning, persever-
ance and hard work. One
such inspiring tale of achiev-
ing success in the face of
tremendous odds is embod-
ied in the story of Malini
Singh, a young girl from
Durg, Chhattisgarh, who
believed that she could make
her dreams come true.

Malini hails from a middle-
class family; her father is
employed in a government
setup and her mother is a
homemaker. Her parents are
her biggest strength who
always instilled in her the
values of education and hard
work to excel in life. 

They provided her with
allof the necessary support
and motivation to work
towards her goal and carve
out a niche for herself.
Malini, who showed academ-

ic promise, was pursuing her
schooling at Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya, Durg,
and was eager to forge a path
of her own. Since she was
aspiring for IIT-JEE when she
was in the 11th standard, she
secured an admission in
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
(JNV), Prayagraj. Here, she
came across Tata Motors’
sponsored NEET coaching—
ENABLE, and with sheer hard
work, ascertained a place in
the programme.

Implemented by Tata
Motors in association with
the Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya (JNV) governing
body, Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti (NVS) and its knowl-
edge partners, Ex-
Navodayan Foundation and
Avanti Fellows, ENABLE is a
digitally enabled remote
learning initiative that pre-
pares talented class 11 and
12 students like Beauty
across 552 Jawahar Navodaya

Vidyalayas (JNVs) in the
country to take JEE and NEET
competitive exams. This
includes provisions for all
scholarly resources, access
to online and in-person class-
es from mentors, as well as a
rigorous testing paradigm
with weekly exams.  With her
unwavering focus and the
direction and expert guid-
ance provided by his mentors

in the ENABLE programme,
Malini cracked the presti-
gious IIT-JEE in 2020 and
finally got selected to join the
Indian Institute of
Technology at Dhanbad, one
of India’s leading institutions
for higher education in engi-
neering. Malini attributes her
achievement to the uncondi-
tional support she received
from her parents and teach-
ers, who guided her through-
out the JEE journey and
armed her with the right aca-
demic inputs.

Recounting her time in JEE
preparation, Malini notes - “It
was a wonderful experience
to study at the Ex-Navodayan
Foundation, Prayagraj. There
were proper doubt-clearing
and problem-solving ses-
sions. Not only were our aca-
demic problems solved, but
our mental and physical
health was also taken care of.
All this helped me clear the
JEE advanced and mains

examination in my first
attempt and get enrolled in
the IIT.” Commenting on her
inspiring story, Mr. Vinod
Kulkarni, CSR Head, Tata
Motors, said, “At Tata Motors,
we believe in promoting
excellence and providing
opportunities to students
from all walks of life. With
ENABLE, we firmly believe
that fostering the mindset of
excellence at the grass-roots
level is paramount to promot-
ing and developing talent for
the future. With an unflap-
pable desire to excel and the
determination to reach for
the stars, Malini is a true
symbol of the enablement
this programme offers to
JNV’s future generations.
Going ahead, we intend to
expand the ENABLE initiative
by training 1 lakh students
for JEE/NEET entrances by
2025, and enrolling 30,000 of
them in institutes of higher
learning.”

Unwavering commitment of Young Girl leads her to IIT Dhanbad

Rajim, Dec 15:

The Axis Bank team de-
feated Core Corporate by 9
wickets and won the Rs
1.51 lakh cash prize and
Trophy in the finals of the
Suresh Agrawal
Memorial Corporate
Cricket tournament or-
ganised by Hira Group in
the capital city. The Core-
Corporate team turned
out to be runner’s up and
won cash prize of Rs 75000
and trophy.

It is notable here that
the Suresh Agrawal
Memorial Corporate
Cricket Tournament was
organised by Hira Group
with objectives to reduce
day-to-day tension and
break from daily working

routine and develop
sportsman spirit. In this
tournament total of 25
teams took part and they
were divided into four
pools and they played total
66 matches and each was
very exciting and decisive
in its own way.

Director Hira Group -
Dinesh Agrawal speaking
at the conclusion of tour-

ney said that winning and
losing is part of every
sports and through
Corporate cricket the
Group tried to infuse en-
thusiasm among cricket
lovers and players and
providing chance to give
better performance after
every match and added
that sports should be pro-
moted at every level.

For best performance in
the finals, Arif Khan was
presented with the title of
‘man-of-the-match’ and
the award ‘Man-of the-se-
ries’ went to Yatish
Thakur of Axis Bank’s
team. In this tournament,
the award for Best Bowler,
Best Catcher, Best Wicket-
keeper, Best Fielder, Best
Runner, and Best umpir-

ing and those who assisted
in the successful conduct
of the tourney were felici-
tated. During this organis-
ers viz. Dinesh Agrawal,
Siddharth Agrawal, Vinod
Pillai, Abhishekh
Agrawal, Kumar Agrawal,
Prakhar Agrawal,
Prakash Agrawal and
other special guests were
present.

Axis Bank wins finals of Hira Group cricket
 Core-Corporate

becomes runner’s up

Bilaspur, Dec 15: The
foundation stones of three
new buildings were laid by
Honorable Vice-Chancellor
of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal on Dec
14. Prof. Neelambari Dave,
former Vice-Chancellor
Saurashtra University was
present as a special guest
in the program. Among
other dignitaries, the
Registrar, Prof. Manish
Shrivastava, CPWD SE
Durga Prasad Konher, EE
Shri Santosh Mishra, EE
Shri Vijay Chauhan, EE
Abhishek Gopal, Engineer

P.C. Jain and
Sachchidanand Bariha
were present. After the
Bhoomi Poojan at the foun-
dation stone laying site, the
guests on the stage were
welcomed with bouquets.
Dr. R.K. Choubey. OSD
Engineering Section, wel-
comed the guests and pro-
vided information related
to the project. The Chief
Guest of the program,
Honorable Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
said that the university
will inscribe a new chapter
of development in the com-
ing years. He observed that
Guru Ghasidas Central
University is in a position
now to compete with any
leading university of the
country in the field of in-
frastructure development.
With everyone’s co-opera-

tion and coordinated ef-
forts, the university is set-
ting new paradigms every-
day, he observed.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal reiterated
his resolve to make Guru
Ghasidas Central
University reach the high-
est levels in the field of aca-
demics and infrastructure
development. He said that
the university is moving
ahead on the path of devel-
opment more rapidly than
any other university in the
central region. We have to

establish the name of Guru
Ghasidas University and of
the state of Chhattisgarh
on the national and inter-
national platform. He said
that students are our brand
ambassadors.

The more freedom, con-
venience and means of
positive use of energy we
provide to them, the more
they will become partners
in the development of the
university with strength
and dedication It is due to
the untiring efforts of Vice-
Chancellor Prof.

Chakrawal that all these
three projects could be
brought back to life. After
the system of reservation
for economically weaker
sections was implemented
in the university, this
amount was provided by
the University Grants
Commission to Guru
Ghasidas University for de-
veloping infrastructure.

Foundation stones laid
for three buildings include
lecture hall building at the
cost of Rs 26 cr; Girls’
Hostel at the cost of Rs
17.25 cr and Boys’ Hostel at
the cost of Rs 17.25 cr.

The work of construc-
tion of all the three build-
ings has been awarded by
CPWD to M/s Asian
Construction Company,
Ajmer (Rajasthan) at an ap-
proximate cost of Rs.60.60
crores. Company’s VP, Mr.

Vivek Kumar Singh was
also present in the founda-
tion stone laying pro-
gramme. The construction
work of these three build-
ings will be completed by
January 2024. On this occa-
sion, the Registrar, Prof.
Manish Srivastava, CMC
Chairman, Prof. VS
Rathore, Professor of Civil
Engineering Department,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar,
Joint Registrar Mr. H.N.
Choubey, Chief Warden,
Prof. Pradeep Shukla and
Dean Student Welfare,
Prof. MN Tripathi also ex-
pressed their views laud-
ing the immense efforts
made by the Vice-
Chancellor for infrastruc-
ture development and ask-
ing the officials of the con-
struction agency to main-
tain the quality of con-
struction and the timeline.

CU will inscribe a new chapter of development: Prof. Chakrawal
 Foundation 

Stone of three new
buildings laid in
central university

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155:: The Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bhilai permanent campus proj-
ect has made steady progress
over the last few months. Green
Rating for Integrated Habitat
Assessment (GRIHA) Council, is
an autonomous, not for profit
society jointly set up by The
Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI) and Ministry of New and

Renewable Energy, Govt. of
India to promote and adminis-
ter the development of sustain-
able buildings and habitats in
India through GRIHA.  At the
14th GRIHA summit function in
New Delhi, on 14th December
2022, the IIT Bhilai construction
project, which is being handled
by the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) and L&T is
the construction agency, won
the GRIHA Council’s ‘Master
Plan Large Development’
award. The theme of this year’s
summit is ‘Towards Net Positive
Habitats’. Architect of IIT Bhilai
project is M/s Kanvinde Rai &
Chowdhury, New Delhi. GRIHA
is a rating tool that helps people
asses a building’s performance
against nationally acceptable
benchmarks. This year’s sum-
mit is a step taken towards
achieving the COP 26 commit-
ments of India.

IIT Bhilai win award at
the 14th GRIHA summit

Konta, Dec 15: During
the inspection of schools
by the District Education
Officer (DEO) Nitin
Datsena in Sukma district,
several employees work-
ing in the said institution
were found absent on
8/9/2022 at Government
Higher Secondary School
Errabor in Konta block.
During the inspection, a
question mark was placed
in the attendance register
of the School by the DEO
Sukma and directed to
deduct one-day’s salary of
many employees.

But the current in-
charge of the said institu-
tion, Principal K. Rama

Yashwant did not liked the
question mark put by the
DEO against those absent.
It is learnt that the
Principal in-charge K.
Rama Yashwant has over-
write his signature above

the above question mark
after assuming office in
order toprove itself cor-
rect. But if the show cause
notice had been answered,
then the said principal in-
charge should have shown
his signature on the side of
that remark (?) or at some
other place. But this did
not happened, and the
withdrawal has not taken
place. This is likely to
raise the question that the
in-charge Principal K.
Rama Yashwant by doing
so considers the DEO to be
inferior to his position, de-
spite knowing the fact that
the position of DEO in the
Education Department is
high and dignified. The of-
fense under section 420 of
CrPC should be filed,
which is being done arbi-
trarily.

Sidelining of DEO’s remark by
Principal in-charge raises eyebrows!
 Against those found

absent during his last

School inspection

Bemetara, Dec 15: 

Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas will be organized by
the government on Dec 17,
on completion of 4 years
tenure of the state govern-
ment under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Collector Bemetara
Jitendra Kumar Shukla
took a meeting of officers
on Wednesday morning
and gave necessary guide-
lines for successful organi-
zation of Gaurav Divas in
the district. It may be noted
that on this day, people will
be informed about the pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government by organizing
programs in all the
Gauthans, cooperative soci-
ety complexes, paddy pur-
chase centers, haat-bazaars
operating in the district,

wards of urban areas.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will also give a mes-
sage to the people of the
state at 11 am.

The Collector said that
on December 17, 2022, at 11
am in all Gauthans of the
district, local residents in-
cluding farmers, chairman
and members of Gauthan
committee, cattle herders,
landless laborers, public
representatives, members
of local bodies, members of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club will
be invited. And informa-
tion will be given about the
achievements of the gov-
ernment under various
schemes in the last 4 years
of its rule. As per the in-

structions of the state gov-
ernment, by inviting farm-
ers to the primary coopera-
tive society premises,
paddy procurement centers
at 3 pm, information will be
given to them about major
agricultural schemes of the
government such as inter-
est-free loan scheme, Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
etc. Information about pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government will also be
given to people in Haat
Bazar sites operated in the
district.

Programs will be organ-
ized at ward level in urban
areas from 11 am. In this,
inviting local public repre-
sentatives and residents of
the ward, they will be ap-
prised of the achievements
of the four years of gover-
nance.

Ch’garh Gaurav Diwas will be 
celebrated in the district on Dec 17

 Collector holds 

meeting with officials
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G o r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Dec 15: The 5-
day Divisional Level Tribal
Folk Art Festival program
organized in the memory of
the first freedom fighter of
Chhattisgarh, Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh, con-
cluded here, with an array
of display and cultural pro-
grams.

MLA Dr. K.K. Dhruv in-
augurating the program in
his address said that
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh has done remarkable
work for the upliftment of
tribal society and has
played an important role in
the independence of the
country. Taking inspiration
from them, we will work for
the development of the soci-

ety with brotherhood and
this would be a true tribute
to him, he said. On this oc-
casion, Member of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission Mrs. Porte,
Member of State Youth
Commission Mr. Uttam
Vasudev, District President
Gorela Ms. Mamta Paikra,
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat
Semra Mrs. Gajmati
Bhanu, President of Sarv
Adivasi Samaj Mr. Daya
Wakre, Mrs. Bundkunwar
Moscow, Sahana Begum,
Bhausingh Badkare,
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development Dr.
Lalit Shukla along with em-
inent citizens and folk
artists were present. Every
year on the martyrdom day
of Shaheed Veer Narayan

Singh, on 10 December, to
make the young generation
aware of his life and excel-
lent works, various cultural
programs and competitions

are held in the division. In
the programme, folk artists
from GPM, Raigarh, Korba
and Janjgir-Champa dis-
tricts gave spectacular pres-

entation of dances like
Gaura, Shaila, Karma, Gedi
etc Prior to this, Prabhat
Pheri was also organized on
10th December.

Addl permanent sleeper coach facility 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 15: In
order to provide better
travel facilities to the pas-
sengers and to provide con-
firmed berths to more and
more passengers, the
Durg-Ambikapur-Durg
Express and Ambikapur-
Shahdol-Ambikapur
Express, running from
South East Central
Railway, have been pro-
vided with the facility of
one additional coach on a

permanent basis by the
Railway Administration. is
going Due to its availabili-
ty, more and more passen-
gers traveling in this train
will get the facility of con-
firmed berth.

The details are as under
1. In train number

18241/18242 Durg-
A m b i k a p u r - D u r g
Express, the facility of
one additional sleeper

coach will be available
from Durg from
January 01, 2023 and
from Ambikapur from
January 02, 2023.

2. In train number 18756/
18755 Ambikapur-
Shahdol Express, the
facility of one addition-
al sleeper coach will be
available from
Ambikapur and
Shahdol from January
02, 2023.

Non-interlocking work at
Lorha station from Dec 17-20

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 15:
Anuppur Katni rail route is
an important and busy rail
route of South East Central
Railway, which connects
this entire region to North
India. The construction of
a new line is necessary to
make the operations more
smooth and to pave the way
for new trains.

Due to this development
in infrastructure along
with increase in new pas-
senger facilities, passenger
trains will also not be af-
fected. Working actively in
this direction, the work of
third line from Anuppur to
Katni is being done.

Under this, non-inter-
locking work will be done
to connect Lorha railway

station of Anunpur-Katni
section with the third line.
It may be known that the
length of the Anuppur-
Katni railway line is 134
km, various stations of
which have been connected
to the third line.

This work is being com-
pleted in a phased manner.
To complete this work at a
faster pace, non-interlock-
ing work will be done from
17 to 20 December 2022
under the third line con-
nectivity at Lorha station
of the division.

The most important fea-
ture of this work being
done in an innovative way
is that no cancellation, reg-
ulation, rescheduling,
short terminating, diverg-
ing of any passenger train
is being done in it. Under

this, the work of non-inter-
locking will be done in 04
days.

Anuppur Katni Third
Line is a very important
and strategic line of South
East Central Railway,
which acts as a bridge to
connect this region of
Central India with North
India. From Anuppur to
Ambikapur and beyond,
this entire region is con-
nected to central India and
important cities like Delhi,
Bhopal, Jabalpur, Kota,
Allahabad through this
line.

As soon as the work of
the third line is completed,
new dimensions of eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment of this area will be
paved with the movement
of trains in future.

SECR hosts 53rd All India Railway
Cross Country Competition

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 15: The
53rd All India Railway
Cross Country
Competition for Men and
Women was successfully
organized by South East
Central Railway Sports
Association (SECRSA)
Bilaspur on 14.12.2022 at
Amarkantak (Hill Area),
Madhya Pradesh, the holy
origin of river Narmada.
By performing excellently
in the competition, South
East Central Railway
Bilaspur increased the
pride of Bilaspur zone by
securing first position in
female category and third
position in male category.

In this competition, 66
male and 47 female partici-
pants including 17 differ-
ent zones of Indian
Railways and RPF team
participated. In men's
team category Central
Railway got first, North

Central Railway second,
South East Central
Railway third place and in
women's team category
South East Central
Railway got first, North
Central Railway second
and Central Railway got

third place.
In individual male cate-

gory, Abhishek Pal of
Central Railway got first
position, Harshad Matre of
Central Railway got sec-
ond position and Ravi of
South East Central

Railway got third position.
Also, in the women's indi-
vidual category Chhavi
Yadav from North Central
Railway got first Tinu
Yadav from South Western
Railway and Reema Patel
from East Central Railway

got third place.
General Manager, South

East Central Railway Alok
Kumar in his message to
the participants and win-
ners said that healthy com-
petition creates healthy
mind, healthy body and
healthy work environment.

Due to which their own
work efficiency increases
and the institutions associ-
ated with them are also
benefited. It is definitely a
pleasure to be a winner but
it is a matter of pride to be
involved in the competi-
tion.

He wished all the partic-
ipating players and win-
ners for even better per-
formance. The General
Manager congratulated
the President, General
Secretary, Sports Officer
and the entire team of
South East Central
Railway Sports
Association for successful-
ly organizing this event.
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SECR players won the first prize in the women’s category 

Sahaj Yoga training
prog organized

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 15: Sahaj
Meditation Center and
Government Rajiv
Lochan Post Graduate
College, Rajim under the
joint auspices of Sahaj
Meditation Center and
Government Rajiv
Lochan Postgraduate
College, Rajim to incul-
cate moral values in the
lives of college students
and yoga, meditation in
their lifestyle and to in-
crease stress-free life and
concentration, organized
a yoga training program.

In this training pro-
gramme, instructor Anju
Singh, while throwing
light on the establish-
ment and purpose of
Sahaja Yoga, told that
Sahaja Yoga was estab-
lished in 1970 by Nirmala
S r i v a s t a v a .
Parameshwari Sahu told
that in Sahaja Yoga medi-
tation is done by sitting

in an easy posture and
there is no fixed time,
place or posture for doing
this yoga.

This method of medita-
tion is popular not only
in India but till now in
140 countries of the
world, she said. In the
program, students
showed varied interest
and all the students prac-

ticed according to the in-
structions given by the
instructor. This training
program was organized
under the efficient guid-
ance of the institution
head principal Dr. CL
Dewangan, Prof. ML
Verma, Dr. Govardhan
Yadu and the program
was coordinated by Dr.
Samiksha Chandrakar.

Panchayat fund withdrawn sans work done
Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Dec 15: A case of
Panchayat fund with-
drawn without work done,
has been reported in the
region and the culprits
have carried out embezzle-
ment of Rs. 12 lakhs in
government work.

As per information,
Gram Panchayat Birkoni's
Sarpanch Tamradhwaj
Nishad, Secretary
Shankar Sahu's have done
embezzlement of Rs. 12
lakhs in government
work, and after investiga-
tion, it was found correct.

The complaint has been
made to SP Dharmendra
Singh under section
420,467,468,471,409 IPC has
been registered against
them, but action has not
been taken against them.
The complaint of this cor-
ruption was made in

Jandarshan, where a team
was formed by the investi-
gating officer, in which
Panchayat Inspector Sub-
Engineer K.P. Ahirwar,
P.S.S.S.O. P. Chandrakar,
Taxation Officer
Ghanshyam Chandrakar,
S.V. Officer Divya Varsha
Minj took statements from

the complainant and mem-
bers of the Panchayat.

During the inspection,
the officials took state-
ments in the presence of
the villagers, in which the
complainants Tupsing
Nishad, Dhaniram Dhruv,
Kumar Yadav, Puranlal
Sahu, Ashok Sahu told

that there have been many
other such cases in the
Panchayat and more cases
of corruption will be ex-
posed.

An assessment of 12
lakhs was recorded by the
concerned technical offi-
cer Rajesh Kumar Gupta
for pond construction and

physical verification was
done by the sub-divisional
officer,in which it was
found that JCB was used
for deepening the pond.
Excavation work was done
and the amount was paid,
but the amount for the
construction of the pond
was misused.

̈ In Durg-Ambikapur-

Durg Exp and

Ambikapur-Shahdol-

Ambikapur Express

Veer Narayan Singh did remarkable work
for the upliftment of tribal society: Dhruv
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VARSITY CONVOCATION

Students of Patliputra University (PPU) pose for photos during the first convocation ceremony of the university, in
Patna, Thursday.

DOMESTIC WORKERS PROTEST

National Platform for Domestic Workers raise slogans during a protest demanding comprehensive social
protection, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Notice 
 Muzaffarnagar: A

total of 86 state gov-
ernment employees
here have been issued
show-cause notices by
authorities for being
absent from election
duty during the recent
by-polls in Khatauli.
On December 5, voting
took place in the
Khatauli Assembly
constituencies and the
results were declared
on December 8.

Awards 
 New Delhi: Indian

Railways has won
nine National Energy
Conservation Awards
for the year 2022, with
the South Central
Railways bagging the
first and second prize
in railway stations cat-
egory. These awards
were given for the best
energy management
practices and present-
ed by President
Droupadi Murmu at a
function held by the
Bureau of Energy
Efficiency under the
aegis of Ministry of
Power on Wednesday.

Mishap
 Indore:A 25-year-old

passenger died, while
41 others were in-
jured, four of them se-
riously, in a collision
between two private
buses on the Indore-
Khandwa road in
Madhya Pradesh on
Thursday, police and
health officials said.
The accident took
place under Simrol po-
lice station limits in
Indore district when
two buses coming
from opposite direc-
tions collided 
with each other, a po-
lice official said.

Burnt alive 
 Agra: A six-month-

old baby girl was
burnt alive and two
persons sustained in-
juries after a fire
broke out in a house
due to leakage in an
LPG gas cylinder, po-
lice said on Thursday.

Inaugurate
 Kolkata: Megastar

Amitabh Bachchan on
Thursday inaugurat-
ed the 28th edition of
the Kolkata
International Film
Festival (KIFF) by
lighting the ceremoni-
al lamp. West Bengal
Governor C V Ananda
Bose, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Big
B’s actor-wife Jaya
Bachchan, superstar
Shah Rukh Khan, for-
mer India cricket skip-
per Sourav Ganguly,
filmmaker Mahesh
Bhatt and veteran
actor Shatrughan
Sinha, among others,
were present on the
occasion at Netaji
Indoor Stadium here.

Building fire
 Mumbai: Two fire

brigade personnel suf-
fered minor injuries
while extinguishing a
fire in a 61-storey
building in central
Mumbai on Thursday,
officials said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

pays tribute to former
deputy prime minister

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on
his death anniversary, in

Lucknow, Thursday. 

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 15 (PTI): Gender rep-
resentation in business
sector is highly skewed
even though young girls
have proved their mettle
by participating in big
numbers and outsmarting
their male counterparts in
many innovation competi-
tions like hackathons, the
founder of a startup said
here on Thursday.

This was observed by S
Sandeep, the co-founder of
Avasarshala, a successful
startup that provides in-
formation about opportu-
nities for students in vari-
ous domains including
arts and sports or finding
mentors in their field of
choice, during the Huddle
Global startup conclave,
organised by the Kerala
Startup Mission (KSUM)
which began at Kovalam,
an official release said.

Young girls grab a ma-
jority of the prizes during
innovation competitions

like hackathons. “Maybe
that will be reflected in the
coming years as the new
generation grows up,” said
his wife Ashwathy
Venugopal, the co-founder
of Avasharsala.

The panel kicked off
their talk with moderator
Sibi Sudhakaran, founder
of Startup-Middle East,
asking about advantages
and disadvantages of a
wife-husband team start-
ing a business and the suc-
cessful startup bosses
were of the opinion that it
was a clear advantage.

“Your wife is your most
trusted partner,” said
Jobin Jose of Jobin &
Jismi IT Services, who
along with his wife Jismi,
runs one of the most suc-
cessful technology firms
based in Kerala. With the
panel of six made up of
three husband and wife
pairs, there was a general
nod of agreement when
Jibin said this.

The panelists parried
questions about business
problems adding to the
family tensions if both the
husband and wife are en-
gaged in the same compa-
ny. “There are clear de-
marcations based on your
area of expertise”, said
Jismi.

But, Anish Achuthan of
Open Financial
Technologies said there
were disadvantages when
it comes to initial fund
raising. Many financiers
get wary when it is a fami-
ly-run venture which is
asking for money. “It did-
n’t help because our third
co-founder was my broth-
er,” he said.

“Once the initial doubts
vanished, it was no longer
a problem.”

Other panel members
said that investors are now
much more scientific in
their evaluations and do
not bother about such is-
sues.

Girl power yet to make
a mark in technology

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1155:: A new chap-
ter in India’s political history
has begun. The national office
of the BRS party has emerged
in the heart of Delhi with the
aim of qualitative change in the
country’s politics. Reaching the
national capital, Telangana has
moved from existential politics
to future national governance.
BRS Party Chief and Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
arrived at 12 noon to inaugu-
rate the National Office of BRS
Party at Road No. 5, Sardar
Patel Marg, Delhi. Party work-
ers and leaders extended a
warm welcome to KCR on this
occasion. Later, CM KCR and
his wife Mrs  Sobharani partic-
ipated in the Rajashyamala
Yagam,  Poornahuti conducted
under the guidance of
Vedantists Phanishashanka
Sharma and Gopikrishna
Sharma. Vedic scholars offered
blessings to Chief Minister
KCR’s couple. Former Chief
Minister of Karnataka

Kumaraswamy, former Chief
Minister of UP Akhilesh Yadav,
President of Tamil Nadu VK
Party, MP Thirumavalavan,
National Kisan leader Gurnam
Singh and leaders of farmers’
associations from various
states participated in the
yagam. 

PPiinnkk  ffllaagg  hhooiisstteedd  iinn  
nnaattiioonnaall  ccaappiittaall::  

After Purnahuti, CM KCR
unveiled the party flag at 12
hours 37 minutes.
Subsequently, KCR inaugurat-
ed the new National Office of
BRS Party in the presence of
guests, party dignitaries and
public representatives.  After
that CM occupied designated
sear  in the chamber on the
first floor in the capacity of

National President. Gurnam
Singh Chaduni, leader of the
National Farmers Union from
Kurukshetra, Haryana, was
appointed as the President of
BRS Kisan Cell by KCR. 
Ravi Kohar was appointed as
the Office Secretary. The first
appointment papers were
handed over to them as the
National President. Many

national and state leaders con-
gratulated KCR on this occa-
sion. Later, Chief Guests, other
dignitaries, State Ministers,
MPs, MLCs, MLAs, Chairmen of
Corporations, BRS party lead-
ers, activists and other public
representatives attended the
lunch organized by MP Nama
Nageshwar Rao at his resi-
dence.

National office of BRS inaugurated in New Delhi

Telangana CM K. Chandrasekhar Rao at the inauguration
of the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) office, in New Delhi,
Wednesday. 

Bengaluru/Koppal, Dec
15 (PTI): BJP Karnataka
strongman B S
Yediyurappa on Thursday
dismissed reports he is
being neglected in the
party and said he has his
own strength and no one
can finish him off political-
ly. Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, mean-
while, rubbished reports of
differences with his prede-
cessor Yediyurappa.

“There is no truth in the
statement that I am being
neglected. I am attending
all the programmes,”
Yediyurappa told reporters
in Bengaluru before leav-
ing for the district head-
quarters town of Koppal,
where the party’s national
President J P Nadda partic-
ipated in a programme also
attended by Bommai.
According to sources close
to him, Yediyurappa had
initially decided not to at-

tend the Koppal event. On
Thursday morning, he said
he would participate in the
programme.

He said there is no need
for people to invite him as
it is his duty to attend party
programmes. Asked if he
was not willing to go there
because he got an invita-
tion at the last minute,
Yediyurappa said, “There
is no truth in it. I was not in
a position yesterday to go

there. Because there was a
pressure to attend the
event, I decided to partici-
pate”. When asked
whether there was any at-
tempt to finish him off po-
litically, the party veteran
said, “There is no truth in
it. No one can finish off
anyone. I have my own
strength. I have strength-
ened the party and toiled to
bring BJP to power. The en-
tire state knows this.”

He said everyone knows
that he was among the im-
portant people who worked
for the BJP day and night.
Hence, there is no meaning
in talks that he was being
neglected.

Speaking to reporters in
Koppal, Yediyurappa said
the BJP under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah will
come back to power with
140 seats in Karnataka.

‘No one can finish me off politically’

B S Yediyurappa

Agartala, Dec 15 (PTI):

Asserting that the BJP
has a long tradition of
maintaining coalition
dharma, the party on
Thursday said it will con-
tinue its alliance with the
IPFT in the next Assembly
elections, slated early next
year.

The saffron party and
the Indigenous People’s
Front of Tripura (IPFT)
fought the Assembly elec-
tions together in 2018 and
wrested power from the
Left Front.

“The BJP pays respect
to its allies, the saffron
camp never throws out its
electoral partners. Former
prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had
formed the National
Democratic Alliance gov-

ernment... and the NDA
still exists”, state party
chief Rajib Bhattacharjee
told PTI. The BJP will con-
tinue its electoral alliance
with the IPFT as the un-
derstanding was inked be-
fore the 2018 Assembly
elections, the BJP leader
said.

The BJP-IPFT combine
swept to power in the state
in 2018 winning 43 seats in
the 60-member assembly.
The BJP bagged 35 seats
and the IPFT 8.

“The electoral bond will
continue with the IPFT “,
he said adding the BJP’s
central leadership already
held a meeting with the
senior leaders of the re-
gional party in New Delhi
recently where a well-de-
signed election strategy
was chalked out for the

2023 elections. He also
made it clear that there
was no move to forge al-
liance with Tipra Motha,
another regional party,
which is ruling the north-
eastern state’s lone au-
tonomous district council.

“There has been no dis-
cussion or dialogue re-
garding stitching alliance
with Tipra Motha,” he
said.

The Tipra Motha is
ready to talk to any politi-
cal party, be it the BJP or
the Congress, over an elec-
toral alliance but will not
compromise with ‘Greater
Tipraland’ demand,
party’s central committee
member Animesh
Debbarma, who is also the
Deputy Chief Executive
Member (DCEM) of
Tripura Tribal Areas of

Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC), said
on Thursday. “As of now,
there is no offer for a talk
on alliance from any polit-
ical party. We are a small
regional party and let the
offer come from a big
party. Our demand for
Greater Tipraland is very
much constitutional and
not against any political
party, group or people”, he
added.

The demand for Greater
Tipraland’ seeks to in-
clude every tribal living
inside and outside the
TTAADC area.

The Greater Tipraland’
idea does not restrict only
to Tripura and seeks to
also include Tripuris liv-
ing in Assam, Mizoram,
and Chittagong Hill Tracts
of Bangladesh.

2023 TRIPURA ASSLY POLLS

‘BJP to retain alliance with IPFT’ 
Kolkata, Dec 15 (PTI): 

A day after three people
were killed in a stampede
during a blanket distribu-
tion programme in West
Bengal’s Paschim
Bardhaman district, BJP
national vice-president
Dilip Ghosh on Thursday
said organisers of the
event cannot escape re-
sponsibility for the
tragedy.

The incident had taken
place shortly after Leader
of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, who was part of
the function, left the
venue.

“It is very easy to make
the poor people of our
state assemble at a spot for
either giving money as al-

lowance or for handing
blankets. “It is one thing to
put the entire blame on po-
lice... But, organisers have
to play their role. They
cannot escape responsibil-
ity (for the stampede),”
Ghosh told reporters.

Several BJP leaders
from Asansol were report-
edly a part of the pro-
gramme, which was or-
ganised by a religious
body.

Meanwhile, Trinamool
Congress spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh on Thursday
said Adhikari was largely
responsible for the stam-
pede incident.

“Once he left, people
rushed towards the stage
as the number of blankets
was far lesser than the

number of recipients
in the gathering.
Suvendu should ex-
plain why he went to
such a narrow plot of
land, where the seating ca-
pacity was not enough. He
has become desperate
after the high court said
nothing can be done
against him without judi-
cial consent,” Ghosh told a
press meet.

The Calcutta High
Court had recently taken
note of the submissions of
Adhikari and stayed near-
ly 17 FIRs against him
lodged by the state police.

The court had directed
the state police not to reg-
ister any FIR against
Adhikari without its prior
permission.
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E‘Organisers cannot
escape responsibility’

Imphal, Dec 15 (PTI):

Ace boxer Mary Kom’s
husband Onler Karong
has sparked a controversy
after he expressed dissatis-
faction over the looks of a
statue of her wife, which
was recently erected at a
park near here. Nineteen
statues of the state’s
Olympians, including that
of Mary Kom, were recent-
ly installed at Manipur
Olympic Park. Onler
Karong, in an interview
with a local newspaper,
claimed that the statue
which was erected there
does not look like her wife,
six times World Women’s
Boxing Champion and
2012 London Olympic
Bronze Medallist. Onler
Karong or Mary Kom
could not be contacted de-

spite repeated efforts.
However, while talking to
PTI, her brother Jimmy
Kom claimed that the
Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) assured him that
the statue will be replaced
before the inauguration of
the park, the date of which
is yet to be fixed. When
contacted, officials of the
CMO told PTI that they
will not speak about the
issue. “It is his (Onler) per-
sonal opinion,” Jimmy
said. Jimmy said his sister
returned home from a tour
and got to know about the
development only on
Wednesday, he said.
“There is a concern that
Onler’s statement might
be misinterpreted as the
statues were installed to
honour our state’s ath-
letes,” Jimmy said.

Controversy after Mary
Kom’s husband questions

looks of boxer’s statue



Kyiv, Dec 15 (AP):

When 25-year-old
Anastasia Mokhina
donned fatigues and
rushed off with her hus-
band to help Ukraine de-
fend itself as Russia invad-
ed on February 24, she
quickly realised the mili-
tary wasn’t well prepared
for an influx of women vol-
unteers. So her elder half-
brother Andrii Kolesnyk,
who was prevented from
doing military service by a
childhood disability, and
his wife, Kseniia
Drahaniuk, mobilised at
home to ship her needed
items. Word spread fast in-
side the ranks that ama-
teur quartermasters were
focusing on women’s par-
ticular needs, and a home-
grown supply operation
for female soldiers was
born. Now, a volunteer

group called “Zemliachky”
roughly translated as
“women compatriots” is
serving many of the 57,000
women in the Ukrainian
military with boots, uni-
forms, stand-to-pee tubes,
wireless bras, thermal un-
derwear, medicines, right-
sized bulletproof plates for
their flak jackets, and care
packages with items like
lotions, shampoo, tooth-

paste, and feminine hy-
giene products. In short,
the group fill unanticipat-
ed gaps in the Ukrainian
military’s own supply op-
eration. “Our army was
not prepared for the fact

that so many women
would appear in the army,”
said Drahaniuk, a 26-year-
old journalist from Yalta,
in now-occupied Crimea,
sitting in front of metal
shelves stocked with army
boots and uniforms.

Today, at least 6,000
Ukrainian women have de-
ployed on or near the front
lines, in roles like para-
medics and intelligence of-
ficers but also snipers and
artillery gunners.

They have joined the
fight in a country where all
men aged 18 to 60, with
some exceptions, have
been barred from leaving
under martial law enacted
after Russia’s invasion.

AFGHAN FORCES SHELLING

A man injured by the Afghan forces shelling is brought to hospital for treatment in Chaman, southwestern Pakistan
along the Afghan border, Thursday, Dec. 15.
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Montreal, Dec 15 (PTI):

How world leaders ad-
dress climate change and
biodiversity loss is closely
tied to the future of the
planet and of young peo-
ple, yet their voices are
not articulated properly
in the decisions pertain-
ing to issues that will like-
ly affect them more than
any other group.

As 196 countries chalk
out a post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework
(GBF) during the COP15
conference here a process
that began at the UN
Biodiversity Conference
four years ago in Sharm

el-Sheikh, Egypt — there
has been a sustained push
for the inclusion of youth,
women, and gender mi-
norities in determining
the targets to address bio-
diversity loss, and how
they will be implemented.

In the Convention on
Biological Diversity
process, Parties have con-
sulted with non-state ac-
tors such as the Women’s
Caucus, International
Indigenous Forum on
Biodiversity, and the
Global Youth Biodiversity
Network (GYBN), stated
Basile van Havre, Co-
Chair for the CBD’s Post-
2020 Open Ended Working

Group here.
A UNESCO “World in

2030” Survey Report pub-
lished last year highlight-
ed concerns of the youth
over climate change and
biodiversity loss.

The report shows that
climate change and loss of
biodiversity was by far
the most-selected chal-
lenge, chosen by 67 per
cent of the 15,000 respon-
dents.

Young delegates believe
creating more space for
youth perspectives is es-
sential to successfully
conserving biodiversity,
securing marginalised
communities’ access to

biodiversity, and their
rights to benefit from the
sustainable use of that
biodiversity.

They maintain that an
inclusive, rights-based ap-
proach is key to deliver-
ing sound public policy
for generations to come as
countries commit to con-
serving land and water re-
sources and reversing bio-
diversity loss.

“The rights of nature
and humans are an inte-
gral aspect of nature con-
servation, especially in
India where we have com-
munities living close to
protected areas and re-
gions.

‘Our future, our voice’: What
India’s youth want from COP15

United Nations, Dec 15 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has
met UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres here and
exchanged views on work-
ing together during India’s
G20 Presidency. India offi-
cially assumed the G20
presidency on December 1.

The G20 or Group of 20 is
an intergovernmental
forum of the world’s major
developed and developing
economies. It comprises
Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, the
UK, the US and the
European Union.
Jaishankar arrived here

on Tuesday to preside over
two signature events on
counter-terrorism and re-
formed multilateralism
being held under India’s
current Presidency of the
UN Security Council, be-
fore the curtains come

down this month on the
country’s two-year tenure
as an elected member of
the powerful 15-nation.

“A warm meeting with
UN Secretary-General
@antonioguterres. Valued
his insights on UNSC re-

form and the Ukraine con-
flict. Exchanged views on
working together during
India’s G20 Presidency,”
Jaishankar tweeted.
Guterres briefed the UN
Security Council’s open de-
bate on Maintenance of

International Peace and
Security: New Orientation
for Reformed
Multilateralism’ presided
over by Jaishankar on
Wednesday. Earlier,
Jaishankar, Guterres and
President of the 77th ses-
sion of the General
Assembly Csaba Korosi un-
veiled a bust of Mahatma
Gandhi that has been in-
stalled in the North Lawns
of the UN Headquarters.
Jaishankar also held bilat-
eral meetings on the side-
lines of the Council debate.
“Good to meet FM
@AraratMirzoyan of
Armenia. Thank him for
participating in the UNSC
open debate on NORMS,”
Jaishankar said in a tweet,
referring to the New
Orientation for a Reformed
Multilateral System.

EAM Jaishankar discusses India’s G20 Presidency with UN chief Guterres

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with United Nations Secretary General António
Guterres and United Nations General Assembly President Csaba Korösi unveils a bust of
Mahatma Gandhi at the UN Headquarters, in New York, USA. 

Home-grown supply operation outfits Ukraine’s women soldiers

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  1155  ((AAPP))::

China’s government has
removed a Chinese consul gen-
eral and five of his staff follow-
ing the assault on a Hong Kong
pro-democracy protester at
the Chinese consulate in
Manchester, Britain’s foreign
secretary said on Thursday.

James Cleverly said British
police wanted to question the
six officials over the assault on
protester Bob Chan, who said
masked men came out from
the consulate building during a
peaceful protest in October,
dragged him into the consulate
grounds and beat him up.
Police said officers at the
scene had to intervene and
remove Chan, who suffered
injuries to his face and back.

Cleverly said Britain’s
Foreign Office requested
Beijing waive the diplomatic
immunity of the six officials to
allow police investigating the
matter to question them.

“In response, the Chinese
Embassy, acting on instruc-
tions from Beijing, notified His
Majesty’s Government that the
functions of the Consul
General in Manchester have
come to an end and he has
returned to China,” Cleverly

said. He added that the other
staff have “either left the
United Kingdom or will shortly
do so.” Chan welcomed
Thursday’s development in a
statement. “It has been two
months since I was attacked in
Manchester by staff members
of the Chinese Consulate,” he
said. “What happened on 16
October 2022 was unaccept-
able and illegal, and the with-
drawal of these Chinese diplo-
mats gives me a sense of clo-
sure.” The incident, which was
captured on video, had

increased tensions between
Britain and China. China’s for-
eign ministry maintained that
Chan had illegally entered the
consulate, and that Chinese
diplomatic staff have the right
to maintain security on their
premises.  Hong Kong is a for-
mer British colony and Britain
has offered residency to tens
of thousands of the city’s resi-
dents since a sweeping crack-
down on civil and political
rights there following a wave
of anti-Beijing protests in
2019.

China removes 6 diplomats from
UK after protester assaulted

India slams 
Pak for raking

up Kashmir
issue in UN

United Nations,Dec 15 (PTI):

India strongly hit back at
Pakistan after it raised the
Kashmir issue in the UN
Security Council, assert-
ing that a country that
hosted slain al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden
and attacked a neighbour-
ing Parliament does not
have the credentials to
“sermonize” in the power
UN organ.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said the credibility of the
UN depends on its effec-
tive response to the key
challenges of our times, be
it pandemics, climate
change, conflicts or terror-
ism.

“We are obviously fo-
cused today on the ur-
gency of reforming multi-
lateralism. We will natu-
rally have our particular
views, but there is a grow-
ing convergence at least
that this cannot be delayed
any further,” said
Jaishankar, who is chair-
ing India’s signature event
on reformed multilateral-
ism.

“While we search for the
best solutions, what our
discourse must never ac-
cept is the normalisation
of such threats. The ques-
tion of justifying what the
world regards as unaccept-
able should not even arise.
That certainly applies to
state sponsorship of cross-
border terrorism. Nor can
hosting Osama bin Laden
and attacking a neigh-
bouring Parliament serve
as credentials to sermo-
nize before this Council,”
he said.

Jaishankar arrived here
Tuesday to preside over
two signature events on
counter-terrorism and re-
formed multilateralism
being held under India’s
current Presidency of the
UN Security Council, be-
fore the curtains come
down this month on the
country’s two-year tenure
as an elected member of
the powerful 15-nation.

His strong remarks
came after Pakistan
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto raised the Kashmir
issue while speaking in
the Council debate on re-
formed multilateralism.

S ari, a distinctive un-
stitched draped clothing

item certainly holds a special
place in every Indian woman’s
closet. The classic attire
donned since antiquity contin-
ues to thrive in modern India
with subtle modifications
adapting to changing women
preferences and their
lifestyles. There are different
sentiments attached to a sari
for a wearer, playing a signifi-
cant role at different phases of
a woman’s life. In urban India,
the sari signifies the transition
from adolescence to adulthood
when a young adult looks for-
ward to draping a sari on her
school farewell. The sari is an
important part of a young
bride’s trousseau, and is also
gifted on procreation. The
handcrafted luxurious saris
are preserved for their memo-
ries and emotional connect as
heirlooms that are passed on
from grandmothers to moth-
ers to daughters. The smartly
draped sari is also recognized
as a typical uniform for
women employed in the hospi-

tality, aviation, healthcare and
other industries across India,
conveying preciseness, effi-
ciency and elegance. Sari,
symbolic of Indian culture,
traditions and values is also
the preferred attire for the po-
litical women leaders. The ver-
satile sari embodies different
avatars: power and sophistica-
tion, sensuous and captivat-
ing, dignified and modest, and
heritage and culture.

The word ‘sari’ originates
from the south-western
Dravidian word sire. Other in-
digenous names for the sari in-
clude pudava in Kerala, selai
in Tamil Nadu, lugda in
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh, lugdi in
Uttar Pradesh, saarhi in
Orissa, among others. The sari
is a rectangular length of fab-
ric with its measurements
ranging from 4 to 9 yards along
the length and about a yard
widthwise. Due to its seamless
quality, the sari conforms to
the principles of purity laid
down by Hindu culture.

The fluid sari is available in
an array of fabrics and tex-
tures and draped in a variety
of styles, which have originat-
ed from different states of
India. The saris of India can
be categorized according to the
production technique specific
to a particular region. There
are a range of traditional saris
that are hand-woven, embroi-
dered, resist-dyed or printed.
There are exquisite handloom
saris like Benaras brocades
from Uttar Pradesh, Jamdani

from West Bengal,
Kanjeevarams from Tamil
Nadu, Paithani from
Maharashtra, Ashavali from
Gujarat, Chanderi and
Maheshwari from Madhya
Pradesh, to name a few. Some
of the embroidered saris in-
clude Chikankari from Uttar
Pradesh, Kantha from West
Bengal, and Ilkal Kasuti sari
from Karnatakaa. The intri-
cate resist-dyed saris ranging
from yarn resist-dyed like
Patola from Gujarat, Bandhas
from Odisha, Pochampalli
from Andhra Pradesh to fabric
resist-dyed saris like the
Bandhanis from Rajasthan
and Gujarat are fascinating. A
variety of block printed saris
from regions like Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat and Rajasthan add to
the extensive list of this
draped garment.

It is interesting to observed
different sari styles and drap-
ing methods emanating from a
multitude of regional, ethnic
and tribal communities across
India. The rectangular sari de-
marcated into three sections,
the field, lengthwise borders
and the end-piece, when
draped in a variety of ways,
spectacularly transforms the
two-dimensional fabric into a
structured garment. A well
known French anthropologist,
Chantal Boulanger has cata-
logued more than 100 different
sari drapes prevalent in India.
Some of the popular draping
styles include the nivi with
pleats tucked in the front and

end-piece pleated and draped
over the left shoulder and
hanging down at the back;
Maharashtran kachchha style
with hind pleats creating a
forked trouser-like effect;
Northern style with the end-
piece draped from the back to
front, covering the chest, and
the Dravidian style with a
pleated flounce around the
waist. Rta Kapur Chishti, a
textile historian has mastered
the art of draping a sari in 108
different ways making it ap-
pear like a gown, skirt or
palazzos-like silhouette in
order to attract the younger
generation to don the 
classic sari.

The journey of the sari from
a traditional dress to a chic
garment is visible with a
plethora of saris created by
Indian couturiers who have ex-
perimented with the fabric,
value-addition, style of drap-
ing and the accompanying
blouse. There is a lot of scope
to experiment with the rectan-
gular piece of cloth, and the
dramatic changes have in-
stilled interest in the younger
generation who are comfort-
able in a sari and are creating
their own style statements.
Amalgamating tradition and
modernity, the sari will re-
main timeless and an iconic
Indian attire for the world.

(Writer is from Textile
Design, National Institute of

Fashion Technology,
Ministry of Textiles, Govt.

of India)
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Invasive Alien Species
has to be restrained
Invasive alien species (IAS)

are animals, plants, fungi, and
microorganisms that have en-
tered and established them-
selves outside of their natural
habitat. IAS have devastating
effects on native plant and ani-
mal life, causing native species
to decline or even extinction
and negatively affecting
ecosystems.With increased
transportation of goods and
travel, the global economy has
facilitated the introduction of
alien species over long dis-
tances and beyond natural
boundaries.Global warming
which results in Climate
change, habitat destruction,
and pollution can amplify the
negative effects of these
species on biodiversity. As per
research IAS have been re-
sponsible for nearly 50% of all
animal extinctions since the
last two centuries where the
cause is known.Meanwhile,
environmental losses from in-
troduced pests are estimated to
exceed US$200 billion per year
in, Germany,France,Russia,
Australia, Brazil,India, South
Africa, the United Kingdom,
and United States.IAS is a
global problem that necessi-
tates international collabora-
tion and action. Preventing in-
ternational movement of
these species and detecting
them quickly at borders is less
expensive than control and
eradication.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur,
Karnataka

Martial arts as a 
discipline in schools

and colleges
We all know that India is the

birthplace of martial arts like
Kalaripayattu and Sarit Sarak
but the social institutions have
failed to include these martial
arts in their system of things.
There is a common perception
in Indian households that one
learns martial arts to fight
with others. Martial arts not
only add to physical well-being
but also act as self-defense
against bullying and ragging.
Martial arts also help to keep
people calm in difficult situa-
tions so that they can cope
with problems with a cool
mindset. Recently a ragging
incident at Dibrugarh
University rocked Assam
where a student tried to end
his life in order to get rid of
the bullies. If he would have
been trained in martial arts he
would not have had to go
through all the pain. So, this is
a humble request to all the
state governments in the coun-
try to include martial arts in
schools and colleges as a prop-
er discipline and not an add-on
course so that students can
reap benefits from the course
and also to make themselves
ready for any unseen danger
lurking in their future.

Noopur Baruah,Tezpur

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Border Security force (BSF) personnel patrol near the India-Pakistan border at Samba on the outskirts of Jammu, Thursday, Dec. 15.

BSF PATROLLING AT BORDER

I ndo-China conflict is not new as despite best efforts of India time
and again to act as a good neighbour with China have ended up in

deceit and confrontation. The expansionist agenda of China is major bottle
neck between the relations of two countries. It can be gauged from the
fact that while India’s border with China in official documents is 3,488 kms
but China shows only 2,000 kms as it considers Askai Chin and many other
places as its territory. Except middle sector border of Himachal and
Uttarakhand with China, Western sector and Eastern sector have many
disputes. Western sector is of Ladakh to Tibet to Kunlum mountain range
to Karakoram Pass, authentic 1842 Treaty signed by Maharaja Gulab
Singh, Lama Gurusahib of Lhasa and representative of than Chinese
Emperor, further modified in 1897 as Johnson-Ardgah line, is basis of
India’s claim on Aksai Chin being successor of British India and China in its
official documents accepted even after independence. Rest is history how
Pakistan-China collusively developed Karakoram highway and now CPEC
corridor with numerous new settlements. On Eastern sector Sikkim and
Arunachal Pardesh have Bhutan as buffer, Sikkim has only 220 km border
but faced Chinese aggression in 1962 war and Nathula-Chola conflicts, but
more or less normal after it joined India in 1975 and India restored its am-
bassadorial relationship in 1976 with China and 2003 mutual agreement by
which China accepted Sikkim as Indian part and India accepting Tibet
being part of China. China keeps on pricking Bhutan also, Doklam standoff
this year itself. Arunachal Pardesh has seen establishment of Wangdung
camp on Indian soil. The last flash point being LAC aggression in Ladakh
with China refusing to go back to April-May 2020 positions like it did in
1962 war. Year 2020 saw multiple clashes including Galwan and Indian oc-
cupation of Kailash ranges and subsequent sixteen rounds of talks to de-
escalate Galwan valley, Pangong Tso North, Gogra, Hot springs but
Depsang plains and Demchok remains hot between two countries with
China agreeing at one time and changing its stance after some time. Inch
by inch encroachment is the official policy of China. More recent being
Twang episode, another attempt to dislodge Indian soldiers and then
claiming it as their land. Construction of parallel highway all along Tibet
and Aksai Chin, building bunkers and ammunition dump are aggressive,
unacceptable Chinese posturing, totally disregarding the previous agree-
ments. Now the latest skirmish at Tawang, same attempt to repeat Galwan
valley episode with barbed baseball bats and other weapons. Once again
brave Indian Army made PLA retreat. This is not going to work this time as
in last two years, under present GoI, India has made leaps and bound
progress in upgrading infra. Many ALGs already built, capacity building for
all weather tank bunkers and drinking water arrangement in sub-zero
temp, building all weather roads on war footing all along the border, sta-
tioning fighter aircrafts and making permanent arrangements for troops in
thousands and easy maneuverability in shortest possible time is the order
of today. It is no more 1962’s India and Indian troops are capable of de-
fending every inch of Indian territory. Indian Forces have unblemished
proven track record, as and when required they have not hesitated in of-
fering supreme sacrifices to safeguard Indian interests/assets and present
GoI is providing every logistic support , shortcomings, if any, are being
taken care of. China has been time and again violated mutual agreements
and PLA soldiers using barbed baseball bats against all war conventions.
India has emerged on world forum under present regime which has not
gone well with Chinese regime. India is also emerging as main alternative
manufacturing hub as all major manufacturing companies are looking to
move out of China due to its dominating policies. And the last one is recent
COVID-19 lockdown troubles in China, to divert attention of domestic pub-
lic and international audience it has once again tried another cowardly act
but failed again. It’s time for all political parties to rally behind
Government, whole nation stands united at this hour against China.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

16 December, is celebrated as the 51st anniversary of the 1971
India–Pakistan war, the first war after World War-II that the

Indian Army won conclusively. This day marks a glorious chapter in India’s
history. The day marks the anniversary of military victory of Indian forces
over Pakistan in Indo-Pakistani War of 1971. India's victory over Pakistan
in the Indo-Pakistani war of 1971 is celebrated as Vijay Diwas. The war be-
tween India and Pakistan started when Pakistan launched air strikes on 11
Indian air bases. In retaliation to this attack, former Indian Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi ordered the Indian army to launch war against Pakistan,
which India won after fighting for 13 days, resulting in the birth of
Bangladesh. On December 16, 1971, around 93,000 Pakistani soldiers had
accepted their defeat by raising white flags before surrendering to the
Indian Army.  We won because we had the willpower and faith, which led
us to victory. India will never forget the fearlessness with which our coura-
geous soldiers gave a befitting and unforgettable reply to the intruders.
The Indo-Pakistani war of 1971 which began on December 3 lasted for 13
days and officially ended on December 16, after which Pakistan surren-
dered to India. Kudos to all Indians and Bangladeshis on this day and
salute all the martyers of 1971 and all other wars from both sides. The
Indian Army changed the course of history with its undeterred courage,
dedication and professionalism, bringing glory and honour to the Nation. It
was the first major victory for a young Indian democracy and helped
strengthen the confidence of the leadership and population. The Indian
Army quickly responded to the Pakistan Army's movements in the west
and captured around 15,010 kilometres of Pakistan territory.  It was on this
day in 1971, that a declaration of ceasefire was brought into force ending
the Indo-Pak War and resulting in the birth of the sovereign country of
Bangladesh. In this war Indian Army fought as the alliance of Bangladesh’s
military Mukti Bahini. As the result of this war, East Pakistan emerged as
an independent nation with the name Bangladesh. The end of the war also
resulted in the unilateral surrender of the Pakistan Army and the subse-
quent formation of the independent nation of Bangladesh. This historic
victory signifies a unique and unparalleled feat wherein our forces fought
selflessly for a just and noble cause: the liberation of the people of erst-
while East Pakistan and the creation of an independent Bangladesh. After
India’s independence, Pakistan was formed in two territories, east and
west Pakistan. The Bengalis in the east were highly discriminated and
their Bengali language wasn’t accepted. There were economic disparities
between the two regions, and the power helmed by west Pakistan had cre-
ated tensions. There are several reasons for bringing back the victory in
the ’71 war into public discourse. It is not only because it was a victory and
our armed forces need to be celebrated. Let us not forget the lesson that a
nation that ignores its army cannot afford peace.  We respect our soldiers.
The courage with which all brave hearts fought the 1971 war, is remem-
bered by everyone. Both India and Bangladesh place a high value on Vijay
Diwas. It's a day set aside to honour the heroic deeds of those who have
given their lives to save ours. It is essential that we salute our heroes. We
feel secure in our homes because of our armed forces and this is an occa-
sion to remember their courage and sacrifice. Today, if our country is safe
and independent, it is because of their efforts. Let us pay tributes to the
martyrs who laid down their lives for the nation. We should never forget
the sacrifices they made for us.

A tribute to the 
martyrs of India

Expansionist China’s
Agression

The Iconic Sari

Dr. Chintan Vaishnav

S tartups have become
the engine for innova-

tion-fueled economic recov-
ery, reorientation, and
growth while building a dis-
tributed yet collective fu-
ture in alignment with each
nation’s evolving needs and
value system. The global
startup economy is worth
nearly $3 trillion  out of the
total world economy of
~$90 trillion and is growing
exponentially.

The role of startups in
driving innovation that re-
sponds to the rapidly
changing global scenario
has been starkly evident
during the pandemic, not
only contributing to saving
lives, but also leading the
way back to economic vital-
ity. Increasingly, startups
are offering platforms and
tools to foster collaboration
and innovation across bor-
ders, assisting economies
in achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals. Thus, they play a key
role across the world in
terms of job creation, tech-

nological advancement,
long-term growth, and cri-
sis management.

The Startup-20
Engagement Group, initiat-
ed under India’s presidency
of G20 in 2023, aspires to
create a global narrative for
supporting startups and en-
abling synergies between
startups, corporates, in-
vestors, innovation agen-
cies and other key ecosys-
tem stakeholders. India’s
startup ecosystem stands
today as the world’s third
largest, with 107  unicorns,
more than 83,000 recog-
nised startups, and an ever-
expanding innovation
ecosystem to support them.

Via the newly initiated
Startup-20 Engagement
Group, India aspires to help
the world develop an inclu-
sive framework to support
innovative startups
through strategic collabora-
tion across the G20 nations.
While each of the G20 na-
tions is building its startup
ecosystem internally, this
group will work together to
enable startup financing
models and bring coher-
ence and co-creation, espe-

cially for sectors of global
importance. For the incep-
tion year of this
Engagement Group, India
has identified three com-
mon pillars:

1. Foundations and
Alliances: There are
multiple definitions of
startups and their work
throughout the G20
economies, through the
first pillar, consensus-
based definitions and
terminology will be as-
sessed to prepare a
Handbook for Startups
to solidify the founda-
tion of Startup20.
Moreover, this pillar
also aims to generate
frameworks and encour-
age cross-country col-
laboration to give rise to
global alliances among
stakeholders of the
startup ecosystem in the
G20 economies.

2. Finance: The second
pillar will focus on poli-
cies and frameworks to
ease startup financing
and create a supportive
environment by provid-
ing networking and

pitching opportunities.
3. Inclusiveness and

Sustainability: The
third pillar will concen-
trate on setting up
mechanisms to acceler-
ate startups addressing
critical SDG gaps or rep-
resenting groups whose
inclusion requires spe-
cial focus (e.g. women
entrepreneurs, PwD in-
dividuals) — in sectors
of common interest of
all other nations.

Startup 20 envisions host-
ing events and sessions to
achieve its mandate of de-
veloping the startup ecosys-
tem across the G20 nations.
These activities will span
over six events, starting
with the opening event on
January 28, 2023 (at
Hyderabad) and the
Summit on July 3, 2023 (at
Gurugram). There are mul-
tiple intervening events
proposed in different parts
of India as well. In addition,
a large startup showcase is
envisioned to exhibit
India's startup ecosystem to
the world.

Through this
Engagement group, the offi-

cial policy communique
that captures the recom-
mendations commonly
agreed to by the G20 na-
tions will be compiled and
presented. In addition, sev-
eral publications on the
guidelines, best practices,
frameworks, and strategic
recommendations that re-
sult from the above interac-
tions will also be procured.
Further, India also aspires
to create a ‘Global
Innovation Hub’ capable of
anchoring such activities
and results from this en-
gagement.

Through the G20 presi-
dency, India envisions
bringing to the world the
spirit of One Earth, One
Family, One Future. In the
same spirit, the Startup 20
Engagement Group aspires
to create and sustain a glob-
al narrative for supporting
startups and making them
a part of our collective fu-
ture through inclusive and
diverse participation.

( Writer is Mission
Director, Atal Innovation

Mission, and Chair of
Startup20)

Bringing Startups to the Forefront of G20 Nations’ Economic Agenda 
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5G services 

New Delhi/Ujjain:
Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan
launched Jio 5G serv-
ices at the holy shrine
of Mahakaleshwar
Jyotirlinga and the
Shri Mahakaal
Mahalok, the compa-
ny said on Wednesday.
The chief minister
said that in less than
30 days Indore will
also go live with the
Jio True 5G network,
according to the state-
ment issued by Jio.
"The Mahakaleshwar
temple and Shri
Mahakaal Mahalok is
a religious landmark
in Ujjain. Lakhs of
devotees from across
the country and the
world visit the shrine
daily to seek blessings
of Lord Shiva. The
launch is an impor-
tant milestone for MP
and its people who will
benefit immensely by
Jio's True 5G servic-
es," Chouhan said.

Oxygen plant 
Nagpur: French com-
pany Air Liquide has
inaugurated its new
oxygen plant and
cylinder filling station
here. Air Liquide
India has inaugurated
its new oxygen plant
(air separation unit)
and cylinder filling
station (CFS) in MIDC
Butibori, Nagpur,
Maharashtra, mark-
ing the start of com-
mercial operations
here, the company
said in a release. The
new air separation
unit (ASU), the
group's fifth in India,
has a production ca-
pacity of 70 tonnes per
day and fills 3,000
cylinders per day. The
plant will support
small and medium-
sized customers of liq-
uid and packaged
gases, including
healthcare facilities
and other industries
in the region, it added.

Innovation 
promotion 

Mumbai: Reserve
Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday assured fi-
nancial technology
companies (fintech)
that the central bank
will continue to adopt
a participative and
consultative approach
to facilitate innovation
in the financial sector.
The governor held a
meeting with select
fintech entities, includ-
ing AgriTechs, and
some of their associa-
tions, the RBI said in a
statement. Das advised
fintechs to pay close at-
tention to governance,
business conduct, data
protection, customer
centricity, regulatory
compliance and risk
mitigation frame-
works. "The Governor
reiterated that the RBI
will continue to adopt
a participative and
consultative approach
for facilitating innova-
tions in the financial
sector," the RBI said. In
his introductory re-
marks, Das stated that
FinTech initiatives
and start-ups are im-
portant segments of
aspirational India.

IPO LAUNCH

KFin Technologies’ Sreekanth Nadella, MD and CEO, Vivek Mathur, CFO, Amit Murarka, Head, Global Business
(M&A), with other bankers at an event to launch the KFin IPO, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

The government on
Thursday said it will take
steps to support farmers
for increasing pulses pro-
duction and also stream-
line imports as part of its
objective to make available
the products at affordable
rates.

The Department of
Consumer Affairs will
take all necessary steps re-
quired to support Indian
farmers to produce more
pulses, according to an of-
ficial statement. Importers
will also be supported for
seamless imports of puls-
es so that the pulses are
available to the consumers

at affordable prices,
throughout 2023, said
Rohit Kumar Singh,
Secretary Department of
Consumer Affairs during
a meeting with pulses as-
sociations. Further, Singh

reiterated the importance
of both domestic produc-
tion and the imports of
pulses especially Tur,
Urad and Masoor. "Global
availability in the coming
year is expected to be bet-
ter with increase in pro-
duction expected from
Myanmar, where arrivals
have started and pulses
sowing intentions in
African countries indicat-
ing increase in area cover-
age under pulses, which
will be available from
August 2023 onwards. This
will keep the consistent
flow of pulses imports and
can address concerns re-
lated to availability," the
statement said.

Govt to support
farmers to produce
more pulses: Govt

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Thursday inaugurated Air
India's direct flight be-
tween Mumbai and San
Francisco. The flight will
be operated thrice a week.
Currently, Air India oper-
ates services from Mumbai
to Newark. After San
Francisco, the airline plans
to connect Mumbai with
New York next year. After
inaugurating the flight,
Scindia said the country's
civil aviation sector is on
the cusp of transformation
and boom. "We need to
push further, stronger,
faster," the minister said
here. The event was held
virtually, with ministers
and officials joining from
Delhi and Mumbai. Air
India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the Mumbai-San

Francisco service is a sig-
nificant step forward in the
journey of the new Air
India. "It is a significant
milestone in restoring a
major Air India long haul
hub in the city of
Mumbai."

According to him, the
carrier will be starting
non-stop flights from
Mumbai to New York,
Paris and Frankfurt in
early 2023. Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde said the state is
doing airport expansion
work and plans to develop
helipads in every talukas to
increase air connectivity.
He also said 1,50,988 trav-

ellers transited through
Mumbai airport in 24
hours on December 10.
Wilson and Shinde joined
the event virtually from
Mumbai, while Scindia
and other officials were in
the national capital. After
the Tata group took over
the loss-making Air India
in January this year, the
airline has been working
on expanding its services
and fleet. Last month, Air
India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the airline will in-
crease its market share to
30 per cent in domestic and
international routes.

Scindia inaugurates Air India’s
Mumbai-San Francisco direct flight

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Hyundai Motor India Ltd on
Thursday said it will increase
prices of its vehicles across
models from next month citing
rising input cost. The company
joins the likes of market leader
Maruti Suzuki India, Tata
Motors, Mercedes-Benz, Audi,
Renault, Kia India and MG
Motor, who have also made
the year-end announcements
to hike prices from next month
to partially offset the impact of
rising input costs. In a state-

ment, Hyundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL) said, "The company
has continued to absorb rising
costs, however (it) will now
pass on a part of the input cost
increase through a revision in
prices across its model range."
New prices for HMIL model
range come into effect from
January 2023, it said but did
not elaborate the quantum of
the proposed price hike.  HMIL
said it will "continue to make
consistent internal efforts to
minimise price impact to cus-
tomers". 

Hyundai to hike vehicle
prices from January

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

The issue of crowding at
airports, particularly Delhi
and Mumbai, was dis-
cussed threadbare at a
meeting chaired by Union
Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla here on Thursday, of-
ficials said. Bhalla con-
vened the meeting to dis-
cuss with stakeholders con-
tinuous complaints from
passengers the rush at the
entry gates, luggage drop-
ping, and security check
areas. The meeting dis-
cussed the issue of crowd-
ing and how to fix the prob-
lems faced by the passen-
gers, an official said.
Representatives of key
stakeholders such as the
Civil Aviation Ministry,
CISF, and Bureau of
Immigration attended the
meeting, an official said.
Over the last two weeks,
passengers have been post-
ing pictures and videos of

long queues and crowding
at the IGI in Delhi and the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport in Mumbai prompt-
ing authorities to take note
and asking airlines and air-
port operators to ease the
traffic. The Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) has formed a pool of
more than 100 personnel to
man additional security
counters expected to be
handed over to it to ease the
congestion at large airports
of Delhi and Mumbai, offi-
cial sources said.

Union home secretary
reviews crowding at airports

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium, unveils its
Sustainable Development
(SD) Report for FY 2021-22,
titled ‘Accelerating to Net
Zero’, on National Energy
Conservation Day. The re-
port encapsulates the com-
pany’s performance across
key dimensions of sustain-
ability, such as economic
performance, supply chain
management, climate
change & energy manage-
ment, air quality & emis-
sions control, water man-
agement, biodiversity man-
agement, waste to wealth,
safety, health & wellbeing,
people excellence, commu-

nity welfare, etc. Vedanta
Aluminium has also
launched its maiden report
on climate change, titled
‘Road to Net Zero Carbon’,
aligned to the Taskforce for
Climate-related Financial
Disclosures or the TCFD
framework. Through the
report, the company aims
to inform its stakeholders
about business-related op-
portunities, climate man-
agement strategies, com-
mitment and performance,
in the context of climate
change. Both reports can
be accessed on the compa-
ny’s website:
https://vedantaalumini-
um.com/sustainability/su
stainability-report/

Launching the reports,
Mr Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Ltd. said, “We are
pleased to launch the
Sustainable Development

Report and TCFD Report of
Vedanta Aluminium for FY
2021-22, both of which high-
light the progress in our cli-
mate action endeavours.
We are on a mission to
align incentives of growth
with imperatives for the
planet.

Our determination to
build a Net Zero climate-re-
silient aluminium business
is equally matched by our
commitment to improve the
quality of lives of those
around us, with the knowl-
edge that both are contin-
gent on the environment.
And therefore, we have re-
designed our ESG
(Environmental, Social &
Governance) roadmap with
2030 and 2050 milestone tar-
gets, with a focus on in-
creasing renewable energy
consumption, carbon reduc-
tion, water conservation
and waste utilization.”

Vedanta Aluminium unveils
‘Accelerating to Net Zero’

̈ Sustainable
Development
Report for FY2022

Hyderabad, Dec 15: 

NMDC releases
Standard Bidding
Document for Turnkey
Works today at its Head
Office in Hyderabad. The
mining major has ambi-
tious and capital intensive
Projects lined up and this
Standard Bidding
Document will ensure
greater efficiency in
awarding, executing and
monitoring contracts.

NMDC has reviewed its
existing Standard Bidding
Document and updated it
with best practices adopt-
ed across the industry. The
Standard Bidding
Document makes Project
Management and
Monitoring, Scheduling of
Work, Price Evaluation,
Payment Advice, Flagging

of Issues and Dispute
Resolution simpler and
easier, thereby enhancing
ease of doing business
with NMDC.

The CPSE has prepared
a comprehensive and all-
encompassing document
that would serve as a
model for all its turnkey
projects. Enabling geo-tag-
ging of milestones, this
initiative will boost the
digital environment at

NMDC. Commenting on
the release, Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC said, "The
Standard Bidding
Document will help
NMDC retain and comply
with 4 axioms of Public
Procurement -
Transparency, Equity,
Fairness, and
Competitiveness. With
this kind of document in
place, NMDC will become
a global entity that the

world will aspire to work
with." "The initiative to re-
lease the Standard
Bidding Document comes
at a crucial business point
for NMDC. It will reduce
the preparation time of
tender documents and en-
hance confidence and
comfort levels of the bid-
ders" said Dilip Kumar
Mohanty, Director
(Production), NMDC.

Speaking about the doc-
ument, Somnath Nandi,
Director (Technical) said,
"The Standard Bidding
Document will ease our
exercise for tenders and
contracts and also im-
prove efficiency and deci-
sion-making process in the
organization. This ap-
proach will reduce time in
awarding contracts and is
to be followed judiciously."

NMDC releases standard bidding
document for turnkey works

Hyderabad, Dec 15: 

Corteva Agriscience, a
global pure-play agricul-
ture company, launched its
Novixid herbicide to man-
age weeds in rice fields.
The product’s fast-acting
formula ensures healthy
crop by minimizing crop
weed competition result-
ing in increased productiv-
ity and farmer profitabili-
ty.

Rice growers face many
challenges, and weeds
present a significant chal-
lenge as they compete for
the same nutrition and re-
sources young rice plants
need. The Novixid rice
herbicide’s unique combi-
nation of Rinskor active
has proven very beneficial
in weed management. The
product effectively con-

trols weeds that are toler-
ant to ALS (Acetolactate
synthase), ACCase (
Acetyl- coenzyme A car-
boxylase), and HPPD (
Hydroxyphenylpyruvate
dioxygenase) HPPD in-
hibitor herbicides as well.
It also has a favourable

toxicology and ecotoxicol-
ogy profile which benefits
soil health and the envi-
ronment. This makes
Novixid a distinctive prod-
uct which performs across
variable conditions and
water management envi-
ronments effectively.

Mumbai, Dec 15: 

You know it’s time to un-
wind, chill and plan those
year-end get-togethers
with friends and family as
December makes way!
Adding to the year-end
vibe, KFC introduces the
all-new Celebration
Bucket. True to its name,
the Celebration Bucket
gives you another reason
to celebrate– bucket full of
finger lickin’ good food at
mind-blowing prices –
promising to make those
December parties all the
more special and indul-
gent. With something for
everyone, Celebration
Bucket offers a big spread
– 6 pieces of Hot & Crispy
Chicken, 3 Boneless
Chicken Strips, 3 Hot
Wings, 4 Dips, 2 Regular

Fries and 2 Pepsi–starting
at an unbelievable price of
just Rs 849. So as you get-
set to plan those cosy get-
togethers or vibey year-
end parties with friends &
fam jam, enjoy this unbe-
lievably crunchy and
abundant spread and save
upto 30% off, from
December 15th till
January 4th 2023.

Like all things KFC, the
Celebration Bucket too
comes with the added as-
surance of KFC’s 5X
Safety Promise, offering
the signature taste of KFC
with the assurance of
heighted food safety & hy-
giene. So, plan those pend-
ing get-togethers with
yourloved ones and get
into a celebratory mood-
with KFC’s abundant
Celebration Bucket.

Corteva Agriscience launches Novixid
herbicide to manage weeds in rice fields

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Godawari Electric Motors
Pvt Ltd (eblu) is planning its
foray into the electric three-
wheeler space soon with the
complete vehicle body pan-
els made of DCPD material.
DCPD is the latest plastic
technology and offers a wide
range of benefits. Recently,
the company has also re-
ceived the patentfor the
DCPD Material. The materi-
al is impact resistant and
has been referred to as “vir-
tually unbreakable” making
the vehicle strong enough to
work during harsh condi-
tions. Through various
tests, it has been tested that
the material functions ex-
ceptionally well after heavy
or repeated impacts, in ex-
tremely hot temperatures
and even after exposure to a
variety of chemicals. DCPD

is rust-proof material and
gives the vehicle a car-like
paint finish. The main bene-
fit of DCPD isit gives the ve-
hicle long life and superior
fit and finish.

Godawari Electric Motors
is planning to roll out the
electric three-wheeler in
December from its upcom-
ing manufacturing facility
in Raipur. The company is
also looking to expand its
lineupand will be launching
an e-cycle, e-scooter and e-
loader by end of this finan-
cial year. The company had
announced last year that it
will be investing up to Rs 150
crore for setting up an EV
manufacturing plant in
Raipur. The company’s man-
ufacturing plant is going to
be inaugurated in the next
quarter as the company
plans its foray into the EV
retail space.

GEMPL recevies patent
for DCPD material

KFC introduces all-new
Celebration Bucket

Pan India Star Pooja Hedge has
proved her acting skills

across industries. The actor who
is gearing up for the release of
her comedy-drama film, Cirkus
opposite Ranveer Singh was
recently spotted singing a reli-
gious song on a Marathi reality
show "Chala Hawa Yeu Dya". The

actor was quizzed by the host
on whether she knows to speak
in Marathi, and that's when
she surprised everyone by
singing the religious Marathi

song "Dehachi Tijori". Marathi
Actor Swwapnil Joshi who was
also present in the audience
didn't shy away from giving
the actor a standing ova-

tion.
Pooja will be ending the

year 2022  on a good
note with Rohit Shetty's
Cirkus, after delivering
multiple releases. She
is playing the love
interest to one of
the identical twins
played by Ranveer
Singh in the
movie.
Pooja Hegde

has a busy
next year
with Kisi Ka
Bhai Kisi Ki
Jaan star-
ring

Salman
Khan,
SSMB28

and a few
more unan-

nounced projects.

ACROSS

1. Pincer

5. Variety

9. Confess

14. Animal skin

15. Not shut

16. Rent contract

17. Secondhand

18. Limited

20. "The Texas Chainsaw ____"

22. Lessens

23. Steak, e.g.

24. Zero

25. Filled pastry

29. Approvals

30. Petrol

33. Cleaned (clothes)

36. Jog

37. Pocket fluff

38. Tears apart

40. "The Way We ____"

41. Important times

42. Colleague

44. And not

45. That gal

47. Leased car

48. Earl Grey, e.g.

49. Like some tea

51. Smudges

54. Nearly a score

59. Commit (a crime)

61. Rant and ____

62. Zodiac ram

63. Washington bills

64. For all time

65. Poor

66. Cots

67. Gambling game

DOWN

1. Buddy

2. ____ Kudrow of "Friends"

3. Citrus drinks

4. Marries

5. Wizard

6. "Aida," for one

7. Adjust again

8. Explosive inits.

9. Legal excuses

10. Sticker

11. Damon or Dillon

12. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)

13. Williams and Koppel

19. Military status

21. In the center of

25. Actress ____ Burstyn

26. Egypt's capital

27. Of the moon

28. Picnic intruders

29. Probabilities

30. Excellent

31. Major artery

32. Stainless ____

34. "____ Window"

35. 14th letters

36. Duplicate

39. Pain

43. Relinquish

45. Religious dissent

46. "____ of Eden"

48. Recorded

49. Silly

50. Used footnotes

51. Reach across

52. Simple

53. Buffalo's lake

55. Difficult journey

56. Roof projection

57. Uniform

58. Roman tyrant

60. Stick up
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Pooja 
surprises
audience
with her
singing 
talent

Sweta Sinha 

R
ecently, at the Breen Center for
the Performing Arts in
Cleveland, Ohio, Anga Kala

Kathak Academy and Arts Without
Borders put up a brilliant and very suc-
cessful in-house dance production called
Yatra-the journey. The event was a culmina-
tion of a four-year, long and patient wait and
came together through the robust and en-
thusiastic collaboration of a whole commu-
nity of students, parents, professionals and
volunteers from all walks of life. Pandit
Divang Vakil, one of Antaraji's Gurus was
present to bless the performers and grace
the occasion.

The dances were presented in two parts
with an intermission between them. The
first part mostly celebrated and showcased
the talent and hard work of students at dif-
ferent levels of training under "Antara
Datta". In the second half, Guru Antara
Datta enthralled and mesmerized the audi-
ence by presenting a varied palette of per-
formances displaying a complex equation of
rhythm and a mastery of technique and ex-
pression.

Her solo performances titled Gauri Suta
and Taal and Laya Vidhi were a tight inter-
play between her and the three highly ac-
complished musicians on stage - Mike
Lukshis on the Tabla, Hans Utter on the
Sitar and Ariban Bhattacharya, the melliflu-
ous vocalist. The show-stealer that night was
undoubtedly Antara's poignant portrayal of
a lover's emotions and her aching heart from
the fear of separation performed to the soul-
ful and melodious, yet complex and abstract
ghazal "Aaj Jaane ki Zid na Karo". With the
use of abhinaya combined with a simple
turn of the head, lift of the eyebrows, or roll
of the wrist, she imbued meaning to the
metaphors and evoked a cathartic response
in her audience. Another highlight of the

show was TamoYug -or dark era a produc-
tion on the pandemic that she performed
along with her students.

Anga Kala Kathak Academy's mission is
to popularize Kathak all across the world .
One way to achieve this mission is through
collaboration which is a powerful tool that
celebrates diversity while infusing a sense of
unity. The final performance of the show
was one such collaboration between Antara
and Kuchipudi exponents, Kalyani Veturi
and Sudha Totapally.

Antara Datta started learning Kathak at
the tender age of five and her first guru was
Anuradha Nag and after that from Srimati
Laxmi Bannerjee in Kolkata, India. She
holds a double diploma in Kathak from the
Bangiya Sangeet Parishad in Kolkata and
the Prayag Sangeet Samiti in Allahabad,
India. She received advanced training in the
Lucknow gharana of Kathak from “Sringar
Mani“ Srimati Anuradha Nag (Artistic di-
rector of the Tarangini School of dance, San
Jose, California). To hone her skills further
Antara Datta also receives training from
Kathak maestro Pandit Birju Maharaj and
Vidushi Saswati Sen, during her annual
trips to India at Kalashram, New Delhi. In
addition, she regularly visits Mahagami (a
dance Gurukul in Aurangabad, India) to re-
ceive intensive training from Guru Parwati
Dutta.

Antara receives Taal Vidya training
from Guruji, Pandit Divvang Vakil.
Antara has performed extensively in
both India and abroad and is the

Artistic Director of Anga Kala Kathak
Academy and Anga Kala Dance
Company. She also serves as the
President of Arts Without Borders.
Antara taught Kathak as an adjunct
faculty in Cornish College of Arts
Seattle, WA in 2010, Kent State

University Kent in Winter 2014, and
University of Akron, OH in Winter 2017.

Yatra-The journey of an 
amalgamation of Dance and Music

T
his Saturday at 8:00
PM, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s singing reality
show, ‘Indian Idol – Season
13’ is all set to celebrate the
‘Senior Citizen Special’
episode in the presence of
the beautiful actress and
Punjabi kudi Shehnaaz
Kaur Gill. Making for an
evening to remember, the
Top 10 contestants, Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya,
Senjuti Das, Debosmita
Roy, Sonakshi Kar, Bidipta
Chakraborty from
Kolkata, Shivam Singh,
Kavya Limaye from
Gujarat, Chirag Kotwal
from Jammu, Navdeep
Wadali from Amritsar, and
Vineet Singh from
Lucknow will be seen de-
livering some jaw drop-
ping performances in front
of judge Vishal Dadlani,
Himesh Reshammiya and

Shehnaaz Kaur Gill.
Contestant Debosmita Roy
from Kolkata will be seen
delivering a melodious per-
formance on ‘Yeh ladka
Haye Allah’ and ‘O Mere
Sona Re.’

Prior to her perform-
ance, contestant
Debosmita will be seen
surprised by ‘poha aunty
Savita ji’ who will be seen
on the show to support her.
Savita ji will be seen shar-
ing how she single handed-
ly raised her kids by selling
tea and poha. Hearing this,
an emotional judge Vishal
Dadlani shares, “A moth-
er’s job towards her chil-
dren is incomparable.”
Adding to this, Shehnaaz
shares, “There are very
few families in our country
who support working
women. Mai apne sapnon
ko poora karne ke liye
ghar se bhaag gayi thi.

Debosmita delivers a melodious performance

S
hehnaaz Gill re-
vealed that she ran
away from home to

fulfill her dreams during
the "Senior Citizen
Special" episode of
singing reality show
"Indian Idol 13". She also
talked about taking her
mom, Parminder Kaur
Gill for her first interna-
tional trip to Dubai.

When contestant,
Debosmita Roy told
Shehnaaz about her fami-
ly and how her parents
supported her in her
singing career, the former
"Bigg Boss 13" contestant
said that she is lucky to
have supportive parents.

She shared: "There are
very few families in our
country who support
working women. 'Main
apne sapnon ko poora
karne ke liye ghar se
bhaag gayi thi (I ran away
from my house to fulfill
my dreams). Debosmita,
you are very lucky to have
such supportive parents.
Always stand by them and
make them proud."

Shehnaaz Gill
says she ran

away from her
home to fulfill 

her dreams
T

here is nothing
better than the
taste and aroma of

tea along with an inter-
esting conversation. On
this International Tea
Day, &TV artists includ-
ing Mohit Dagga
(Ashok, Doosri Maa),
Sapna Sikarwar
(Bimlesh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava
(Anita Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai) share
their love for chai and
reveal the celebrity they
would like to go on a
chai date with. Vidisha
Srivastava, essaying
Anita Bhabi in &TV
show Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, says, “My husband
used to take me out for
beautiful tea dates be-
fore we married, and
this is how our love blos-
somed during those
years. He is the best per-
son to have a Chai pe
charcha with, and now
whenever I am angry or
in a bad mood, he makes
his special tea for me.
We still go on tea dates
which makes me feel

special. And, yes, I have
the best evening tea
breaks with my Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai team, who
make each chai session
absolute fun and hilari-
ous. If I had to go on a
chai date with a celebrity,
it would always be
Priyanka Chopra. She is
an international diva,
someone very talented,
glamorous, and makes
each conversation inter-
esting. I hope to fulfil this
dream one day." Watch
Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabijii
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Actors share their
ideal chai date

with celebrities

T
V actress Devoleena Bhattacharjee
has got married to her gym trainer
Shahnawaz Sheikh. They tied the

knot in Lonavala near Mumbai in the
presence of members of their families
and some friends, including Vishal Singh
and Bhavini Purohit.

For the past few days, Devoleena was
posting pictures of her haldi and mehndi
ceremonies, along with Vishal, her 'Saath
Nibhaana Saathiya' co-actor, giving rise
to the speculation that the two had gotten
married. Putting an end to the specula-
tion, the actress posted pictures with
Shahnawaz on her Instagram handle.
Devoleena wrote in the caption: "And yes
proudly I can say I am taken and yes by
Shonu ... CHIRAAG LEKAR BHI
DHOONDTI TOH TUJH JAISA NAHI
MILTA (Even if I had searched with a
lamp in my hand, I would not have found
someone like you). You are the answer to
my pain & prayers. I LOVE YOU SHONU.
Lots of love to you all. Keep us in your
prayers & bless us. THE MYSTERIOUS
MAN urff The Famous #SHONU AND
TUM SAB KE JIJA" The actress looked
stunning in her red sari and bridal
kaleeran on her hands. Shahnawaz
helped her when she met with an acci-
dent on the sets of 'Saath Nibhaana
Saathiya'. He gave her physiotherapy.

Devoleena ties the knot with
her gym trainer Shahnawaz



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  16,  2022 11

Al Khor, Dec 15 (AP):  

Kylian Mbappe vs.
Lionel Messi. Soccer's lat-
est superstar against per-
haps the sport's greatest
player in the World Cup
final just about everyone
was hoping for. France
and Mbappe are headed
back to the biggest game
in soccer, and to a much-
anticipated matchup with
Argentina, after ending
Morocco's historic run at
the World Cup on
Wednesday.

In front of the country's
president, Emmanuel
Macron, France beat
Africa's first ever semifi-
nalist 2-0, with Mbappe
playing a part in goals by
Theo Hernandez in the
fifth minute and substi-
tute Randal Kolo Muani
in the 79th.

Mbappe became a global
phenomenon by leading
France to the title in
Russia in 2018 and has a
chance to emulate Brazil
great Pele as a champion
in his first two World Cups
when he comes up against
the 35-year-old Messi, who
has dominated the game
with Cristiano Ronaldo for
the past 15 years.

It's the dream final for
many, with France look-
ing to become the first

team to retain the title
since Brazil in 1962 and
Argentina on a mission to

win soccer's ultimate
prize for the third time in
what is likely to be Messi's

last World Cup. "We need
all our strength, all our
energy to face a very com-
petitive team with one of
the legends in the sport
with Messi," France goal-
keeper Hugo Lloris said.
There will be no team
from the Arab world in
the final of the first World
Cup in the Middle East, a
prospect that seemed nigh
impossible before the
tournament yet nearly
happened in Qatar.
Morocco has been widely
lauded for breaking
ground for Africa and gen-
erated an outpouring of
pride among Arab nations
after topping a group con-
taining Croatia and
Belgium and eliminating
two more European pow-
ers Spain and Portugal in
the knockout stage. Their
players gave France a far-
from-easy ride, too, before
collapsing on the ground
in despair after the final
whistle.

"We are disappointed
for the Moroccan people
we wanted to keep their
dream alive," Morocco
coach Walid Regragui
said. "We felt we could
have gone further but we
have given a good image of
Morocco and of African
football. That was impor-
tant to us."

France advance to World
Cup final, beat Morocco 2-0

France's forward #10 Kylian Mbappe (C) fights for the ball with
Morocco's defender #02 Achraf Hakimi (top), Morocco's defend-
er #20 Achraf Dari (L) and Morocco's midfielder #04 Sofyan
Amrabat during the Qatar 2022 World Cup semi-final football
match between France and Morocco at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al
Khor, north of Doha.

Doha, Dec 15 (AP):

The blue-and-white wall
of Argentina fans
launched into another
rendition of their World
Cup anthem as fulltime
approached at Lusail
Stadium.

"Maradona," they sang,
"is cheering Lionel on"
from heaven. The paral-
lels between the two all-
time greats of Argentine
soccer, Diego Maradona
and Lionel Messi, are
becoming ever
more striking in
Qatar.

Just like the
1986 World Cup
seemed to be a
highlight reel for
Maradona, Messi has
made his mark on this
tournament with a string
of spectacular goals and
assists, carrying
Argentina's class of 2022
into the final.

There have always
been echoes of
Maradona in Messi his
size, his dribbling skills,
his quick feet, his wand of
a left foot.

Add in the leadership
and fighting qualities he
has shown throughout the
tournament and it really
does feel like Messi is im-
bued with the spirit of
Maradona as he closes in
on soccer's ultimate prize.

"Messi is playing the
Maradona role in the
World Cup," Jorge
Valdano, who was in
Argentina's victorious
World Cup squad in 1986,
said in an interview to
TyC Sports channel.

That was
clear to see
in Messi's
latest stir-

ring per-
formance as

Argentina beat Croatia 3-0
on Tuesday to advance to
the World Cup final for the
sixth time.

And nothing encapsu-
lated his magnificence
more than his assist for
the third goal, scored by
Julian Alvarez. Receiving
the ball on the touchline
just inside Croatia's half,
Messi lifted the ball over
the challenge of Josko
Gvardiol and sprinted
down the right flank.
Gvardiol chased him, con-
stantly grabbing the jer-
sey of the Argentina cap-
tain, and was then be-
witched as Messi dropped
his shoulder and swiveled
the other way to turn and
burst into the area. Then
came the simple cross
with his right foot that
Alvarez swept home.

It was another moment
of magic in a tournament
that has been full of them
by Messi.

Messi evokes Maradona comparisons
on road to World Cup final

Chattogram, Dec 15 (PTI):

Kuldeep Yadav sizzled
with an all-round perform-
ance as he put India in the
driver's seat on day two of
the opening Test against
Bangladesh here on
Thursday.

Playing his first Test
after more than 22 months,
Kuldeep continued his
'birthday' party a day after
turning 28, in his sensa-
tional run with the bat and
ball.

Batting at number nine,
the left-hander first came
up with a career-best 40
from 114 balls (5x4) in a 92-
run eighth wicket partner-
ship with veteran
Ravichandran Ashwin (58;
113b) to push India to 404
in their first inning from
an overnight score of
278/6.

Coming into bowl in the
25th over, the left-arm
wrist spinner struck off
his second ball as he flum-
moxed the Bangladesh bat-
ters with his wrong ones
to end the day with figures

of 10-3-33-4, a performance
that is certain to regain
his confidence.

At stumps on day two,
Bangladesh were 133 for
eight, trailing India by 271
runs. With two wickets in
hand, the hosts still need
72 runs to avoid a follow-
on.

First, it was Indian
quick Mohammed Siraj
who was on a song, as he
rattled the Bangladesh top-
order, dismissing the left-
handed opening duo of
Najmul Hossain Shanto
(1), Zakir Hasan (20) and
Litton Das en route to 9-1-
14-3.

The Indian pacer
cleaned Liton. On a roll,
Siraj also ended the
dogged resistance of
Hasan to reduce
Bangladesh to 56/4.

The stage was just apt
for Kuldeep to make in-
roads and the Indian did
just that, dismissing
Shakib Al Hasan when the
Bangladeshi senior all-
rounder played against the
spin.

Kuldeep’s dream comeback
puts Bangladesh on mat

India's
Kuldeep Yadav,

left and captain K.L
Rahul celebrate the

wicket of
Bangladesh's Nurul

Hasan.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI):

Hockey great Ajit Pal Singh
believes Australia will likely
pose the biggest threat to
India's quest for World Cup
glory at home, saying the
hosts will have to play to their
full potential to overcome the
challenge of the Kookaburras.
Australia had thumped India 7-
0 in the gold-medal match at
the 2022 Birmingham
Commonwealth Games and
Singh said the hosts can
counter the Kookaburras' chal-
lenge by "playing together as
a unit".
India ran close against
Australia in the recent five-
match series though they lost
the rubber 1-4 (4-5, 4-7, 4-3, 1-
5, 4-5). India recorded their
first win (4-3) in six years
against the Kookaburras in the
third match in Adelaide on
November 30.

Valencia, Dec 15 (PTI):

Already through to the
semifinals, India beat
South Africa 2-0 to notch
up their third win on the
trot and top the pool in
the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Wednesday.

Deep Ekka Grace (14th
minute) and Gurjit Kaur
(59th) scored for India
against the South
Africans to end the pool B
league engagement with
an all-win record.

World number eight
India topped the pool
with nine points. They
had beaten Chile (3-1) and
Asian Games nemesis
Japan (2-1) in their earlier
matches. India will play
against Ireland in the
semifinal. In pool A, hosts
Spain led the points table
after two wins and a draw.

The Indian women got
off to an attacking start
against South Africa. In
the first quarter, they
kept the ball firmly in
possession and frustrated
the opponents with sub-
lime passing and ball ro-

tation.
It was Deep Grace Ekka

who slapped the ball in-
side the South African
goal to beat keeper Anelle
van Deventer after young-
ster Salima Tete earned a
penalty corner with an
excellent run near the
baseline on the left side of
the goal. India continued
the positive momentum
in the following quarter
as well as they made sev-
eral entries inside the
South African circle.

Anelle van Deventer
had to make three strong
saves at the start of the
second quarter to keep
India away from stretch-
ing their lead in the

match. The Indian
women also earned a PC
but they could not score
the second goal as Gurjit
Kaur hit the ball outside
the post.

The third quarter too
began with India domi-
nating ball possession
and looking for cracks in
the South African de-
fence. Lalremsiami soon
earned a penalty stroke
for India. However, expe-
rienced campaigner
Sushila Chanu
Pukhrambam couldn't
manage to score the sec-
ond goal of the match as
Anelle van Deventer
dived down her left to
make an excellent save.

India beat South Africa 2-0 in FIH
Hockey Women’s National Cup

Australia will pose
biggest challenge
for India in hockey
World Cup: Ajit Pal

Ranchi, Dec 15 (PTI):

Ishan Kishan continued
his imperious run as he
smashed a second century
in as many matches to
script Jharkhand's fight
back against Kerala in
their Ranji Trophy Group
C match here on
Thursday.

Less than a week after
he blazed away to the
fastest ODI double centu-

ry against Bangladesh,
Kishan was a picture of
grit and determination in
a 195-ball 132 (9x4) as he
led Jharkhand's recovery
from being 114/4 to 340 all
out. Giving him support
was Saurabh Tiwary who
missed out on a well-de-
served century by just
three runs after being
cleaned up by Jalaj
Saxena. The duo put on
202 runs for the fifth wick-

et to revive Jharkhand
after Basil Thampi (3/55)
and Vaisakh Chandran
(2/81) rocked the top-order
to have them reeling at
56/3. For Kerala, Jalaj
Saxena grabbed a splen-
did 5/75. At close, Kerala
were 60/1 with an overall
lead of 195 runs as the
match hung in balance at
the JSCA International
Stadium here.

Arjun bags two
A day after scoring a

century in his maiden

first-class match to emu-
late his legendary father,
left-arm seamer Arjun
Tendulkar grabbed 2/77
on day three of Goa's
match against Rajasthan.
Arjun dismissed a well-set
Mahipal Lomror (63) and
Salman Khan (40) in his
four overs. Mohit Redkar
returned with 3/46 as
Rajasthan ended the day at
245/6, trailing Goa by 302
runs. Goa earlier declared
their first innings at 547
for 9.

Kishan slams 132; Arjun Tendulkar bags two
AAtt  RRaanncchhii:: Kerala 475 and 60/1; 15 overs (Rohan Prem 25 bat-
ting, Shoun Roger 28 batting). Jharkhand 340; 105.3 overs
(Ishan Kishan 132, Saurabh Tiwary 97; Jalaj Saxena 5/75, Basil
Thampi 3/55). Kerala need 195 runs. Match to continue.
AAtt  BBeennggaalluurruu:: Karnataka 304 and 90 for no loss (Ravikumar
Samarth 40 batting, Mayank Agarwal 47 batting). Services
261in 83.2 overs (Rajat Paliwal 124, Ravi Chauhan 56; Vidwath
Kaverappa 4/64, Ronit More 3/54). Karnataka lead by 133
runs. Match to continue.
AAtt  PPuudduucchheerrrryy:: Chhattisgarh 162 and 184 b Puducherry 37 and
177; 65.3 overs (Arun Karthik 55 not out, Neyan Shyam
Kangayan 49; Ajay Mandal 6/56, Shubham Agarwal 2/48,
Sumit Ruikar 2/51) by 132 runs. Points: Chhattisgarh 6,
Puducherry 0.
AAtt  PPoorrvvoorriimm:: Goa 547/9 declared. Rajasthan 245/6; 71 overs
(Yash Kothari 96, Mahipal Lomror 63, Salman Khan 40; Mohit
Redkar 3/46, Arjun Tendulkar 2/77). Rajasthan trail by 302
runs. Match to continue.

Brief Scores

Jharkhand batsman Ishan Kishan celebrates his century during
the third day of the Ranji Trophy match against Kerala at
Jharkhand State International Cricket Association (JSCA) Stadium
in Ranchi, Thursday.

Auckland, Dec 15 (PTI):

Kane Williamson, who
led New Zealand to the
World Test Championship
triumph in its inaugural
edition, stepped down as
captain from the longest
format, the country's
cricket board announced
on Thursday.

Tim Southee has been
named the replacement in
their WTC title defence.
Williamson will continue
to lead the side in the
white-ball format with
focus on the ODI World
Cup in 2023 and T20 World
Cup in 2024. Tom Latham
has been appointed their
vice-captain.

"Captaining the Black
Caps in Test cricket has
been an incredibly special
honour," said Williamson,
who took over the role in
2016 from Brendon
McCullum.

"For me, Test cricket is
the pinnacle of the game
and I've enjoyed the chal-
lenges of leading the side
in the format."

Statistically, Williamson
is the best Test captain in

New Zealand's history,
winning 22 of 40 matches
at the helm, as well as
eight draws and just 10 de-
feats. Under his leader-
ship, New Zealand reached
the top of the Test rank-
ings before emerging as
winners of ICC Test
Championship, beating
India in the final in June
last year. On his decision,
Williamson said:
"Captaincy comes with an
increased workload on
and off the field and at this
stage of my career I feel
the time is right for this
decision.

Williamson steps down
as NZ Test skipper

Mumbai, Dec 15 (PTI):

The Indian women's team is
badly missing a bowling
coach, skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur said after her team lost
the third T20I against
Australia to concede a 1-2 lead
in the five-match series.
The captain, though, is
pleased with the way bowlers
are stepping up and taking
charge of the situation. India
don't have a full-time bowling
coach as Ramesh Powar was

moved to National Cricket
Academy (NCA) and
Hrishikesh Kanitkar was
named the batting coach of
the side two months before
the T20 World Cup in South
Africa.
Playing Australia is part of
team's preparation for the T20
showpiece. India won the sec-
ond T20 via Super Over but
lost the third game by 21 runs
on Wednesday.
"I know we are definitely
missing a bowling coach but
our bowlers are taking
charge," Harmanpreet said in
the post-match press confer-
ence.
"They are participants in the
meetings. They have full
responsibility and today (it
was) all their plans and they
were leading the way, I was
just supporting them in the
middle." India conceded more
than 170 runs in each of the
last three T20s.
Medium pacer Pooja
Vastrakar's injury ahead of the
Australia series has only
added to the team's woes.
"(We are missing) Pooja for
sure. On these tracks you need
a medium pacer,"
Harmanpreet said. 

India missing bowling
coach, says Harmanpreet

Goalpara (Assam), Dec 15 (PTI): 

At least three people, in-
cluding a one-and-half-year-
old child, were killed and
two others were critically
injured when a large herd
of wild elephants attacked
commuters on State
Highway 12 in Assam's
Goalpara district on
Thursday, officials said.
The incident took place
when the pachyderms were
crossing the road at Choto
Sigri in Lakhipur area, a
police officer said.

"The herd attacked an e-
rickshaw, in which a family
was travelling to Dudhnoi
from Lakhipur, and a
Guwahati-bound four-
wheeler. Two persons com-
muting on the three-wheel-

er and one occupant of the
car were killed in the inci-
dent," he added. Ramani
Rabha (29) and his 17-
month-old daughter
Jinisha lost their lives in
the attack on the e-rick-
shaw. His wife Manisha
Rabha and five-year-old son
Dhanush were critically in-
jured, the officer said.

"Both of them have been
admitted to a local hospital
in Lakhipur and their treat-
ment is underway," he said.
The herd also attacked the
car and killed a person on
the spot, the officer said.
The deceased has been
identified as Jaybar Ali (38)
and he was a local busi-
nessman, he said. A senior
forest official said the herd
consisted of 42 elephants
and the pachyderms are
still roaming in the area in
two groups.

Hyderabad, Dec 15 (PTI): 

A 36 year-old man pre-
cariously stuck between
rocks in a forest area in
Kamareddy district after a
slip spent three harrowing
days between the boulders,
all the while surviving on
liquid diet, before a 24 hour
operation that included
controlled blast by authori-
ties led to his rescue.

C Raju of Reddypet vil-
lage got stuck in a narrow
space between rocks and
the coordinated rescue ef-
fort involving different
government departments
ensured he was pulled out
on Thursday.

Raju slipped into the gap
between the rocks and got
trapped, without being
able to move his body on
Tuesday while trying to
take out his cell phone

which had fallen inside
the rocks. He was walking
on a hillock in that area
along with a friend when
the incident happened.

Soon his family mem-
bers tried to rescue him
and when they could not,
they alerted the police.
Police along with officials
from other departments
launched a rescue opera-
tion on Wednesday at
around 4 PM after receiv-
ing information.

Controlled blast was
done on Thursday to
break the rocks as part of
efforts to rescue the man,
a police official, who su-
pervised the rescue opera-
tion said.

Initially, the rescue ef-
fort started with the help
of earth-moving equip-
ment to shatter the boul-
ders besides men trying to

break the rocks manually.
Controlled blast was

conducted by ensuring
that broken rocks did not
fall on him, the official
said. Authorities main-
tained oxygen supply to
Raju and provided him
with fruit juice.

Ashok, a relative of
Raju, played a key role in
the rescue operation by
providing liquid food to
him at regular intervals by
reaching near him inside
the rocks and also speak-
ing to him to give courage.

Kamareddy District
Superintendent of Police B
Srinivas Reddy said the
boulders where Raju was
stuck had to be removed
and about 10 boulders were
cleared one after another.
In the final stage, two more
boulders where he was
stuck had to be removed.

Finally, Raju was rescued
safely after a boulder on
which he was lying was
brought down, he said.

"We are happy. It was a
very difficult operation.
We are happy that Raju
could be pulled out with-
out being hurt," the SP
said. Along with police
personnel, forest, revenue,
medical, fire service, and
also local public coordinat-
ed in the rescue operation,
another official informed.

Raju was rushed to a
hospital after being res-
cued at around 2 PM on
Thursday. "I got inside to
take out the cell phone and
tried to come out but I
could not," Raju told TV
channels from the hospital
bed. He said he was not
afraid despite being stuck
between the boulders for
three days.

Man stuck between rocks for
three days safely rescued

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 16,  2022

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with athletes from Rajasthan during the party's Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Dausa 
district, Thursday.

BHARAT JODO YATRA

TBM Sudarshan 8.1 records first breakthrough at the longest tunnel on the Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor, in Meerut, Thursday. 

LONGEST METRO TUNNEL

SC to hear pleas challenging
electoral bond scheme 

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said on
Thursday it will hear in the last
week of January 2023, a batch
of PILs challenging laws per-
mitting funding of political par-
ties through the electoral bond
scheme. Electoral bonds have
been pitched as an alternative
to cash donations made to po-
litical parties as part of efforts
to bring in transparency in po-
litical funding. 

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Vikram Nath said
the matter requires to be
heard. "This is a 2015 matter.
You can't have such an emer-
gency just before the penulti-
mate day of the

vacation...There is no election
as of now. We will hear it in
the last week of January,
2023," the bench said.
Lawyer Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for PIL petitioner
NGO 'Association for
Democratic Reforms', said
there are several constitu-
tional questions involved in
the petitions which have a
bearing on sanctity of the
electoral process.

He said the issue of whether
it should be referred to a
Constitution bench can be
looked at first. The apex court
said that this will also require
hearing. The top court was
hearing PILs by NGO
Association for Democratic
Reforms, The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) and
other petitioners.

Earlier, Bhushan had sought
urgent listing of the PIL by the
apex court seeking a direction
to the Centre not to open any
further window for sale of
electoral bonds during the
pendency of a case pertaining
to funding of political parties
and alleged lack of transparen-
cy in their bank accounts.

The NGO, which had filed
the PIL on the issue of alleged
corruption and subversion of
democracy through illicit and
foreign funding of political par-
ties and lack of transparency in
the bank accounts of all politi-
cal parties, had moved an in-
terim application in March
2021 before the assembly polls
in West Bengal and Assam
seeking that the window for
sale of electoral bonds be not
reopened.

Koppal (KTK), Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party national president J
P Nadda on Thursday al-
leged all parties, except
the BJP, come to power to
serve their families and
earn through commis-
sion.

"All political parties
work for their families and
earn through commission
except the BJP. Right from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, everyone in BJP
toils day and night to serve
the people and to change
their image and destiny,"
Nadda was addressing
people after inaugurating
BJP offices in 10 districts
of poll-bound Karnataka.

He said the Congress in

Karnataka was dividing
communities and knows
nothing about develop-
ment.

"The Congress does not
know what development
is. They know only one
thing how to come to
power and use it for their
purpose and earn through
commission. The
Congress cannot think be-
yond this. Is it not the his-
tory here," the BJP presi-
dent said.

Nadda said the Chief
Ministers such as
Basavaraj Bommai and
his predecessor B S
Yediyurappa (both from
BJP) carry their report
cards with them about the
work done by them, which
no one else can.

"Former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah cannot say

what his government had
done for the State, but, yes,
he can explain how he di-
vided communities in so-
ciety," the BJP leader said.

He said the BJP is the
only party which is work-
ing with a nationalistic
ideology since 1951-52. In
this regard, he cited how
the BJP worked for the ab-

rogation of Article 370,
sacrifice of Jan Sangh
leader Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee in Kashmir,
Goa's liberation move-
ment, protests against a
road in Shimla pact, flying
the Indian tricolour in
Lal Chowk in Srinagar
and raising Shah Bano
case.

The BJP president
ridiculed the Bharat
Jodo Yatra and
slammed Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
for allegedly siding
with those who raised
anti-India slogans.

"This is not Bharat
Jodo Yatra' (Unite India
march) but Bharat Todo
Yatra' (Break India
march). This is also
Prayashchit Yatra
(Repentance March) be-

cause his (Rahul
Gandhi's) ancestors
spared no efforts to divide
India," Nadda said refer-
ring to the first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

Karnataka Congress
leader D K Shivakumar on
Thursday told the Delhi
High Court that a money
laundering probe initiated
against him following a
case of disproportionate as-
sets cannot be sustained,
and accused the
Enforcement Directorate of
taking action after waiting
for two years because of
the upcoming state assem-
bly elections in May.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for
Shivakumar, argued there
was neither any attach-
ment of property in the
case nor any proceeds of
crime in terms of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

"Why have they waited
for two years to proceed in
the matter? They knew of
these facts in 2020....
Because the elections are in
May. I can understand if

there was some activity I
was indulging in and it
needed to be heard today
and therefore this matter
has to be decided," Sibal ar-
gued before a bench of
Justice Mukta Gupta and
Poonam A Bamba.

When additional solici-
tor general SV Raju
dubbed the submission as
"unfounded", Sibal retort-
ed saying it was "deriva-
tive logic". "I am only stat-
ing a fact. Rest is derivative
logic," he said. The court
was hearing Shivakumar's
petition seeking quashing
of the entire investigation
including summons issued
to him in the (Enforcement
Case Information Record)
ECIR registered by the ED
in 2020.

He has contested the
ED's action on several
grounds including that the
agency was re-investigat-
ing the same offence which
it had already probed in a
previous case it had lodged

in 2018. The court said it
was "hearing the matter fi-
nally" instead of first deal-
ing with the issue of inter-
im relief. Shivakumar has
sought protection from co-
ercive action as an interim
relief.

In its submissions filed
through lawyers Mayank
Jain, Parmatma Singh and
Madhur Jain, the Congress
leader said the present in-
vestigation constituted a
second set of proceedings
against him, and was an

abuse of the process of law
and a malafide exercise of
power.

The ED has opposed the
petition claiming the two
ECIRs lodged by the anti-
money laundering agency
pertain to different cases
with certain overlapping of
facts which cannot be
termed as re-investigation.

The ED has said in its
counter affidavit that the
two ECIRs against the peti-
tioner are based on differ-
ent set of facts and even
the scheduled offence in
both the cases are different
and the quantum of pro-
ceeds of crime involved is
also different.

" the allegation made in
the complaint of the
Income Tax department
and FIR of CBI depict dif-
ferent modes of generation
of the crime proceeds and
that role of different ac-
cused persons may come
into light, thus the petition-
er cannot claim that he has

already been investigated
of the same offence," the af-
fidavit has said.

The ED, in its reply, said
that as per the first ECIR,
the scheduled offence is
section 120B IPC and the
quantum of proceeds of
crime recorded therein is
Rs 8.59 crore.

The present ECIR is re-
lated to amassing dispro-
portionate assets to the
tune of Rs 74.93 crore and
emanates from a different
FIR of the CBI lodged in
Bangalore on October 3,
2020 under the Prevention
of Corruption Act, it has
stated.

It said on the basis of
preliminary enquiry done
by the CBI, ACB,
Bangalore, it was found
that Shivakumar and his
family are in possession
of assets disproportionate
to their known sources of
income during the check
period April 1, 2013 to
April 30, 2018.

Three killed as elephants
attack commuters

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

Opposition members in
the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday said the govern-
ment should take a holistic
approach by coordinating
across various ministries
and bringing agencies to-
gether to tackle the effects
of global warming.

Tiruchi Siva of the DMK,
Pramod Tiwari of the
Congress and Sandosh
Kumar P of the
Communist Party of India
(CPI) raised a "short dura-
tion" discussion in the
Upper House of Parliament
on the serious effects of
global warming and the

need for remedial steps to
tackle those.

Initiating the discussion,
Siva said global warming is
threatening not just India
but the entire planet and
humanity, and it is time for
collective action. "What is
looming above our head is
alarming and threatening.
I feel that it is not the pre-
rogative of only the Union
government, but it is also of
the state governments, it is
also of the private sector, it
is also of the civil society....
Everyone in the country, we
have our own responsibili-
ty," he said.

Siva said it is not the
sole responsibility of the

environment ministry but
it has to coordinate with
other ministries such as
agriculture, urban devel-
opment and industries so
that a holistic approach is
taken as activities in each
of these areas have a con-
sequence on the environ-
ment.

He also voiced concern
over a "recent EIA (envi-
ronment impact assess-
ment) notification, the
Environment Protection
Act, the Water Act, the
Forest Conservation Act
and the Biodiversity Act",
saying "all these will result
in degradation of forest....
Only protection and ex-

tending the forest will save
the nation, save the world,
save humans".

Expressing concerns
over the possibility of
many states suffering
from more droughts while
others being impacted by
frequent cyclones and
coastal areas facing a
threat from rising sea lev-
els, Siva said "stronger
guidelines" are needed
from the ministry.

Taking part in the dis-
cussion, Amee Yajnik of
the Congress reiterated
the need to enhance
India's usage of renewable
and clean energy and re-
duce dependence on fossil

fuels while increasing for-
est cover to meet the net
zero target set for 2070.

"All these require a ho-
listic approach. You need
to bring all these policies
together. Unless and until
we do not bring a coordi-
nated effort to bring all
these agencies together to
have an approach to see
that we bring down net
zero, this will not fructify,"
she asserted.

Jawhar Sircar of the
Trinamool Congress
(AITC) said climate change
affects the coastal states of
the country the most as one
of the most immediate ef-
fects is the rise in sea levels.
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OPPN MEMBERS TO GOVT

‘Take holistic approach to tackle
effects of global warming’

p On Assam highway

Court asks police
to lodge FIR

against Ajmal 

Guwahati, Dec 15 (PTI):
A court in Kamrup
Metropolitan district of
Assam has ordered
Guwahati Police to register
an FIR against Lok Sabha
MP Badruddin Ajmal for
his alleged controversial re-
marks on women and
Hindu men. Hearing a peti-
tion filed by Assam Jatiya
Parishad (AJP) vice presi-
dent Dulu Ahmed, Special
Judicial Magistrate Pranjit
Hazarika asked the officer-
in-charge of Hatigaon
Police Station in Guwahati
to register the FIR. The
court, in its order on
December 13, also asked
the OC or a subordinate of-
ficer to investigate the con-
troversial remarks alleged-
ly made by the AIUDF chief
and submit a final report.

‘ED targeting me because of upcoming K’taka elections’

K'taka Cong President DK
Shivakumar speaks during
a press meeting, in
Bengaluru, Thursday.

‘All parties barring BJP work for commission’

J P Nadda

p In last week of Jan

Over ‘controversial remarks’



Ban
PPuurrii:: The Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration on
Thursday said a complete
ban would be imposed on
carrying smartphones
inside the 13th century
shrine here from next
month. The restriction
will come into effect from
January 1, 2023.

Civic polls 
TThhaannee:: Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena chief Raj
Thackeray on Thursday
said elections to various
civic bodies in the state,
including Thane, must be
held immediately. While
the terms of several
municipal corporations
and councils have ended,
polls have not been held
so far due to the COVID-
19 pandemic.

Run over 
GGhhaazziiaabbaadd:: Three per-
sons, including a couple,
have been run over by a
speeding train while they
were "making videos with
mobile phones" on a rail-
way track here, police
said on Thursday. The
incident happened near
Kaloo Garhi railway cross-
ing under Masuri police
station area on
Wednesday night around
9 pm and all the three
died on the spot, a senior
police official said.

Busted 
JJaammmmuu:: Security agencies
have busted a Pakistan
ISI-run narcotics traffick-
ing racket with the arrest
of a school-going girl liv-
ing along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Jammu
and Kashmir, official
sources said Thursday.
The juvenile, a student of
class ten, lives in a village
ahead of the LoC fence in
the Mendhar sector of the
Poonch district and has
been apprehended with
400 grams of "suspected
heroin" in a joint opera-
tion conducted by the
Border Security Force
(BSF) and the Jammu and
Kashmir Police on
Wednesday.

Arrested
SShhaahhjjaahhaannppuurr:: A food
department officer was
arrested here while tak-
ing a bribe in exchange
for making a license for
a meat shop, a senior
official said on Thursday.
Vijay Kumar Verma,
posted as the officer
incharge in the Food
Safety and Drug
Administration's office in
Shahjahanpur had
demanded a bribe of Rs
12,000 from one Qayoom
in the name of making a
license for a meat shop,
Inspector of Bareilly's
vigilance establishment
police station, Paan
Singh Adhikari told PTI.
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BRIEF

Bollywood superstar Amitabh
Bachchan speaks during 

inauguration of the 28th Kolkata
International Film Festival, in

Kolkata, Thursday. 
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Patna, Dec 15 (PTI): 

After Bihar's hooch
tragedy toll climbed to 26,
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Thursday
warned that if people
drink spurious liquor, they
will die.

The chief minister's
blunt comments came as
his policy of prohibition
came under attack from
many quarters including
from his former political
strategist turned activist
Prashant Kishor, who de-
manded scrapping of the
prohibition law. "Jo piyega
woh marega" (those who
drink spurious alcohol will
die), thundered Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar as he stood his
ground maintaining that
prohibition was "not my
personal wish but a re-
sponse to the cries of the
women of the state".

Kumar when he brought
in prohibition had won
praise from many women's

groups who felt it would
save their men-folk from
the "curse of drunkenness
and save homes from finan-
cial ruin." He also ex-
pressed displeasure over
criticisms from the opposi-
tion BJP which has raised
the issue "even inside
Parliament".

Civil surgeon and med-
ical officer in charge Dr
Sagar Dulal Sinha who
confirmed that the number
of people dead from con-
suming the illicitly brewed
liquor has increased to 26
from 21 on Wednesday, said
deaths were being reported
from those homes who had
not reported hooch-related

illness earlier out of fear of
landing on the wrong side
of the law. While the oppo-
sition BJP continued to
create a ruckus inside the
assembly for the second
consecutive day over the
Saran hooch tragedy, the
CPI(ML) Liberation which
supports the
"Mahagathbandhan" gov-
ernment staged a demon-
stration outside before the
commencement of pro-
ceedings, demanding a "re-
view" of draconian provi-

sions of the prohibition
law and monetary compen-
sation to bereaved family
members.

Kishor, a former confi-
dant of the chief minister,
demanded that the prohibi-
tion law be scrapped,
terming it as a "stupid"
step and suggested allow-
ing "regulated" sale of alco-
hol besides sustained so-
cial awareness campaigns
to dissuade people from
consuming all types of in-
toxicants.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

An additional 1,400 CISF
personnel have been sanc-
tioned to secure the expand-
ing terminal areas of the
Delhi Airport and also to
meet the challenge of its
growing passenger traffic,
officials said on Thursday.

This was conveyed at a
high-level meeting chaired
by Union Home Secretary
Ajay Bhalla along with the
representatives of the Civil
Aviation Ministry, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), Bureau of
Immigration among others.

The meeting was called to
review measures taken to
ease the recent congestion
reported at large airports,
particularly in Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru.

It was informed during
the meeting that an addi-
tional force of 1,400 Central
Industrial Security Force
personnel would soon be de-

ployed at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport where
expansion is going on at
three terminals -- 1, 2 and 3 --
apart from its cargo hold
area. The terminal 1 renova-
tion and expansion was
scheduled to be completed
by December next year or
January 2024 but the gov-
ernment wants it be expedit-
ed and finished by
November 2023, the start of
the holiday season.

More CISF personnel will
be required to secure the ex-
panding areas of the IGI and
hence the new manpower
sanction, they said.

The enhanced manpower,
over and above the existing
strength of about 5,000 per-
sonnel, has been recently ap-
proved after a four-month
long joint survey undertak-
en by security agencies. The
proposal was finally moved
by the BCAS and approved
by the Civil Aviation min-
istry.

The joint review had esti-
mated creation of about
2,400 posts for the CISF to
meet the upcoming needs at

the IGI but the manpower
was finally rationalised at
1,400 personnel apart from
filling up the existing vacan-
cies in the sanctioned 5,000
personnel strength, sources
said. The IGI will have a
total strength of about 6,500
men and women personnel
after the induction of the
fresh manpower, they said.

The new CISF strength
will not only be used to ren-
der the core duty of the
force -- of providing an anti-
terrorist and anti-hijack
cover at the hypersensitive
facility -- but also to meet the
challenge of the ever grow-
ing passenger footfall, both
for domestic and interna-
tional travel, sources said.

Bhalla had also convened
the meeting to discuss with
stakeholders continuous
complaints from passengers
about the rush at the entry
gates, luggage drop and se-
curity check areas.

The meeting discussed
the issue of crowding and
how to fix the problems
faced by passengers, an offi-
cial said.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted bail to a
convict serving life impris-
onment in the 2002 Godhra
train coach burning case,
noting that he has been in
jail for the last 17 years.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice
P S Narasimha took note
of the submission of a
lawyer, appearing for one
of the convicts Faruk, that
he be granted bail consid-
ering the period under-
gone till now.

Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Gujarat govern-
ment, termed the offence
as the "most heinous" in
which 59 people, including

women and children were
burnt alive and sought
hearing of the appeals of
the convicts at the earliest.

The top law officer op-
posed the bail plea and
said usually stone pelting
is an offence of minor na-
ture, however, in the in-
stant case, the train coach
was bolted and stones
were pelted to ensure that
passengers cannot come
out. Moreover, stones were
thrown at fire tenders also,
he added.

"He (the convict seeking
bail) instigated others and
pelted stones and injured
the passengers. Under nor-
mal circumstances, pelt-
ing of stones may be a less-
er offence... But this is dif-
ferent," he said. "In the
facts of the case, the appli-

cation of bail made by
Faruk... is granted. The ap-
plicant was convicted of
offences punishable under
Section 302 (murder) of
the IPC and sentenced to
suffer imprisonment for
life. "The High Court had
dismissed his appeal on
October 9, 2017. The appli-
cant has sought bail on the
ground that he has been in
custody since 2004 and has
undergone imprisonment
for about 17 years. In view
of the facts and circum-
stances of the case and the
role attributed to the appli-
cant, we direct the appli-
cant to be granted bail sub-
ject to such terms and con-
ditions as may be imposed
by the sessions (trial)
court," the bench said in
its order.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

DNA extracted from bone
pieces recovered in the
Mehrauli forest and from
blood found at Aaftab Amin
Poonawala's house in con-
nection with the Shraddha
Walkar murder case has
matched with samples of
her father, police sources
said on Thursday.

The police had recovered
13 bone pieces from the for-
est and its nearby area while
searching for Walkar's body
parts. She was allegedly
strangled and her body
sawed into 35 pieces and dis-

posed in various parts of the
capital by Poonawala, her
live-in partner. "In the
Shradha Walkar murder
case, Delhi Police has re-
ceived the DNA report from
CFSL (Central Forensic
Science Laboratory), Lodhi
Road. The DNA report is
helpful. "We have also re-
ceived report of his
(Poonawala's) polygraph test
from FSL, Rohini, and this
report will also help in inves-
tigation," Special
Commissioner of Police
(Law & Order) Sagar Preet
Hooda told reporters here on
Thursday. The murder case
that came to light a month
ago had sent shock waves
across the country, even as
DNA forensic reports and
the polygraph test report are

expected to provide some
vital clue to the police. Delhi
Police arrested 28-year-old
Poonawala on November 12.
During interrogation, he
confessed to killing 27-year-
old Walkar and chopping
her body parts into 35 pieces,
police had said. Following
his confession, the police
scanned through various
forest areas and even a pond
in Madangir was emptied to
look for Walkar's missing
body parts. Police have re-
covered more than 13 body
parts from forest areas of
Mehrauli and Gurugram.

"The police has received
the DNA report of the bones
found. The DNA of the
bones matches with the sam-
ples of Walkar's father," a
source said.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force,
bolstered by its full com-
plement of Rafale combat
jets, on Thursday
launched a major exercise
covering the Northeastern
region amid a fresh spike
of border tension with
China along the Line of
Actual Control in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The two-day mega exer-
cise is involving almost all
its frontline fighter jets
and other assets deployed
in the region, people famil-
iar with the drill said.

In a tweet, the IAF said

the last of the 36 Rafale
jets joined the force. The
IAF inducted the Rafale
aircraft into its 101
Squadron of the Eastern
Air Command at the
Hasimara in July last year.

The first Rafale
squadron with around 18
jets is based in Ambala air

base. "FEET DRY! 'The
Pack is Complete'. The last
of the 36 IAF Rafales land-
ed in India after a quick
enroute sip from a UAE
Air Force tanker," the IAF
said. Sources said the
French-manufactured jet
joined the second Rafale
squadron in Hasimara

that increased its strength
to 18 aircraft.

They said the second
squadron of Rafale jets
was to be part of the mega
air exercise along with
other key assets such as
Sukhoi-30MKI aircraft
under the Eastern Air
Command.

An IAF official said the
exercise was planned well
in advance and it is not as-
sociated with recent devel-
opments in the Tawang
sector. On Monday, the
Indian Army said troops
from the two sides clashed
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the
Tawang sector and the
face-off led to "minor in-
juries" to a few personnel
from both sides".

Amritsar, Dec 15 (PTI): 

A Punjab farmers'
group on Thursday held
protests at several toll
plazas against the state
government to press for
their demands, including
farm debt waiver, remu-
nerative prices for their
crops and compensation
for damage to crops.

The Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee
(KMSC) gave a call for
holding protests at 18 toll
plazas in the state for a
month beginning
Thursday to press the
state government to accept
their various demands, in-
cluding farm debt waiver,

remunerative prices for
their crops and compensa-
tion for damage to crops.

During their protest,
farmers will not allow the
fee to be deducted for any
vehicle passing through
the toll plazas, KMSC
G?eneral Secretary
Sarwan Singh Pandher
said, adding that they are
free for commuters in the
state. The protest will hap-
pen day and night till
January 15, Pandher said.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
Thursday warned stu-
dents and parents against
a fake website of the board
and asked them not to
make any payments on the
portal for downloading
admit cards for class 10
and 12 exams.

"It has come to the no-
tice of the board that cer-
tain unscrupulous ele-
ments have created a web-
site resembling the official
CBSE website
www.cbse.gov.in. "This
fake website has been cre-
ated with the address

https://cbsegovt.com/ and
is blatantly duping unsus-
pecting students, schools
and parents by sending
messages to deposit
money for creating and
downloading the admit
card for CBSE class 10 and
12, 2023 examinations," the
board said in an advisory.

It asked the public and
stakeholders to be "ex-
tremely careful and not re-
spond to any such fake
messages and websites".

The board does not take
any fees directly from any
students or parents for
downloading admit cards,
it added. The class 10 and
12 board exams are slated
to be held from February
15 next year. The board
has, however, not an-
nounced the exam sched-
ule yet.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

Elections have become a "big
budget affair" and holding
simultaneous polls to Lok
Sabha and state assemblies
would result in huge saving to
the exchequer, the govern-
ment said on Thursday.
Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said
the need for simultaneous
elections to Lok Sabha and
legislative assemblies has
been felt as polls have become
"big budget affair and expen-
sive". In a written reply to a
question in Rajya Sabha, he
said the Law Commission in its
report on Reforms in Electoral
Laws had suggested simulta-
neous elections to Lok Sabha
and state assemblies for the
sake of stability in gover-

nance. "Simultaneous elec-
tions would result in huge
saving to the public excheq-
uer, avoidance of replication
of effort on part of adminis-
trative and law and order
machinery in holding repeat-
ed elections and bring con-
siderable savings to political
parties and candidates in
their election campaigns,"
Rijiju said.

NITISH ON HOOCH DEATHS

‘If you drink, you die’
Crores of people drink liquor in the country, should all of them
die, BJP leader Sushil Kumar Modi asked on Thursday, slam-
ming Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar for his "jo piyega, woh
marega" jibe as political heat rises in the state amid mounting
toll in a hooch tragedy. Modi told PTI that Kumar had earlier
also made remarks like those who drink are "mahapapi" (big
sinners) and they can't be Indians. It is inappropriate of the
chief minister to make such remarks while people die due to
consumption of spurious liquor in Bihar, where prohibition is in
place, he added. Union minister Giriraj Singh cited Kumar's
comments to jeer at him, saying if people vote for him, they will
die as this is the example in front of them.

‘Crores of people drink in country, should they die’

1,400 more CISF personnel
sanctioned for IGI

̈ Centre reviews
crowding at airports

GODHRA TRAIN BURNING CASE

SC grants bail to convict 
GOVT IN PARL

‘Simultaneous polls
needed to save money’

Kiren Rijiju

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the
Consortium of National Law
Universities to ensure no physi-
cally disabled student is denied
access to the upcoming CLAT
examination and all necessary
facilities, including a scribe to
write the papers, are made
available to the deserving can-
didates.
The Consortium of National
Law Universities was estab-
lished on August 19, 2017 to
improve the standards of legal
education in the country and
facilitate better coordination
among National Law Schools. A
bench comprising Chief Justice
D Y Chandrachud and Justice P
S Narasimha said no deserving
student shall be stopped from

getting scribe in the examina-
tion. "We direct the first
respondent (Consortium) to
ensure that no disabled stu-
dent is denied access to the
ensuing examination and that
all necessary facilities by way
of reasonable accommodation
should be provided having due
regard to the provisions of the
Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016... "The
first respondent shall, by the
next date of listing, place an
updated status report on affi-
davit in regard to the subject
matter of the controversy in
these proceedings including
the number of disabled candi-
dates who applied at the ensu-
ing CLAT and the facilities
extended to them," the bench
said. The CLAT 2023 exam will
be held on December 18, 2022.

SC DIRECTIVE

‘Ensure no disabled student is
denied access to CLAT exam’

ANNUAL CAKE SHOW

A man dressed as Santa Claus walks past a cake model of The Cathedral Basilica 
during the press conference of 48th annual Cake Show, in Bengaluru, Thursday.

IAF begins exercise in N-E amid row with China
̈ Gets last of 

36 Rafale jets

The last of the 36 IAF Rafale jets landed in India on Thursday.

Punjab farmers’
group hold protests 
̈ At toll plazas

across state

CBSE TO STUDENTS

Beware against fake website
̈ Asks them not to

make payments 
on that portal

MAJOR BREAKTHROUGH

Bones found in forest are
Shraddha’s, DNA test confirms
̈ Matches with

samples of
Shraddha’s father’

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1155: Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology (CCET), in collab-
oration with Chhattisgarh
Swami Vivekananda
Technological Institute
College and CREDA Raipur
celebrated the National
Energy Conservation Day on
December 14, 2022. Events
conducted include Expert
Lecture, Poster Making
Competition and Essay com-
petition. 

Theme for the event was
Energy Conservation and sus-
tainable development. This
event helped to understand
and educate students on the
value of renewable energy and
environmental protection and
to give them useful advice and
solutions for the conservation
of energy sources and to pre-
serve for future.

The program started with

lamp lighting and welcome of
the guest for the session by Dr
Archana Choudhary, Vice
Principal CCET. She empha-
sised that in today's world en-
ergy is not only in the future
but it drives everything in the
present.  Expert Lecture on
Energy Conservation and sus-
tainable development was de-
livered by Dr RP Dewangan, Ex
DGM, (Retd), Town Services,
BSP, Chairman Water Cell,
CSVTU Bhilai. Speaker elabo-
rated the importance of
Sustainable development, how
the development should meet
the needs of the present with-
out compromising the future
generation's needs. 

Good number of Staff and
students attended the session.
The way to conserve energy
was given thrust in his lecture.
The useful ways such as to turn
off light when not in use, Use
LED lights switch off the elec-
trical appliances, reduce water

consumption, use solar pow-
ered devices, to unplug the de-
vices when not in use was ex-
plained in detail. Water conser-
vation technique was also dis-
cussed with main focus on
Rain water harvesting was dis-
cussed.

Poster Making Competition
and Essay competition was
also conducted to mark the
celebration of the National
Energy Conservation Day.
Prizes in the form of solar re-
lated items and certificates for
the winners of both the event
were distributed in the valedic-
tory program. 

Program coordinator Dr
Preeti Nand Kumar presented
the mementoes to Judges for
the event and proposed vote of
thanks to the faculties and stu-
dents. Students of all semester
actively participated in the
events and they were delight-
ed to receive the gifts along
with certificates.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1155::  Education
Department of SAIL- Bhilai Steel
Plant organised a Grand
Ceremony at Nehru House of
Culture to distribute the PM
Trophy Scholarships, SAIL schol-
arships & Merit Rewards to meri-
torious wards of BSP Employees
for pursuing higher education.
The scholarships were given
away by Anirban Dasgupta
Director I/c Bhilai Steel Plant &
other dignitaries. 

Present on the Dias were Tapan
Sutradhar, ED (Mines &
Rowghat), MM Gadre, ED( P&A),
S Mukhopadhyay, ED (Projects),
AK Chakroborty, ED ( MM), Dr AK
Panda, ED (F&A), Dr M
Ravindranath, CMO I/c.  Many
senior officers of Bhilai Steel
Plant, awardees also graced the

occasion. On this occasion CGM
(TSD & CSR) SV Nandanwar
along with other Chief General
Managers and members of OA
and Union Representatives were
also present. MM Gadre, ED
(P&A) welcomed the guests and
the awardees and briefed the
gathering about the PM Trophy
scholarship scheme.  The
Director-in-charge of the plant
and the chief guest of the function
Anirban Dasgupta in his inspira-
tional speech said that we do not
only make the best steel but also
make the best students.
"Heartiest congratulations to all
of you for getting this scholarship.

It is the culture of Bhilai that our
students show their talent in all
fields. You have a unique identity
that you are from Bhilai. Be excel-
lent citizens of the country and
the world. I wish you a bright fu-
ture," he said. The Prime
Minister's trophy scholarship is a
unique venture of Bhilai Steel
Plant. The Scholarship amount is
given under a scheme from a part
of the interest earned from prize
money of the 11 PM's Trophies
and the Steel Ministers trophy
Awarded to Bhilai Steel Plant. The
interest earned on the prize
money is used to fund the schol-
arships.  In the first category, the

Sarvottam scholarships, 75 stu-
dents who have been selected to
pursue their higher studies in the
prestigious institutions like IIMs,
IITs, NITs, AFMC, National Law
Collages, CA, ICWAI were award-
ed a sum of Rs 25000/- yearly for
the duration of their course. In the
second category, 180 students
were awarded Rs 11000/- for
technical and non-technical
courses. The awardees are short-
listed based on the scores ob-
tained in the class 12th board ex-
amination. In the third category
the SAIL scholarships were
awarded to the wards - based on
total employees currently in Bhilai

Steel Plant. In this category Rs
3000/- was awarded to the stu-
dents pursuing studies in the
technical stream and Rs 1800/- to
the students pursuing the studies
in the non-technical stream.  This
year 317 applications were re-
ceived for these scholarships out
of which 69 students are of re-
served category. This year a total
of Rs 40 lakhs has been awarded
to the students as scholarship.
Out of 280 students 155 are boys
and 125 are girls. 144 students be-
long to the engineering stream,
36 are from medical stream, 6 stu-
dents are pursuing Post Graduate
programs and 94 students are
from various other streams. This
year for the first the time PM tro-
phy, SAIL scholarships and Merit
Reward are being given away
from the same platform. Merit
Rewards are given away to stu-
dents who are the toppers of class
8th, class 10th and 12th in CBSE,
CG and other recognized Boards
School Education. 
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Bhilai, Dec 15: City buses
have started operating
from Thursday. Bhilai
Mayor Neeraj Pal,
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
and MIC member and in-
charge of Public Works
Department Ekansh
Banchhor together flagged
off the city bus.

With this, city buses will
now start plying on fixed
routes. In the initial stages,
8 city buses have been start-
ed and 2 more buses are
ready which will become
operational soon, in this
way 10 buses are ready to
run. The remaining buses
will also be started soon on
the prescribed routes.

The city bus started from
December 15 will provide
its services from Durg to-
wards Raipur Road, to-

wards Patan Road and to-
wards Chandulal
Chandrakar Kachandur
Hospital. Before starting
the buses, preparations for
road tax, fitness, insurance
and permit etc. have been
done and also the city buses
were thoroughly cleaned,
washed, updated and deco-
rated.

With the introduction of
city buses, the passengers

will now get relief and it
will be easier for them to
cover the journey. There is
a lot of enthusiasm among
the daily commuters about
the commencement of the
city bus, because it pro-
vides better facility to the
passengers.

Those going to
Chandulal Chandrakar
Kachandur Hospital will
also get relief, the patient

and his family members
will not have any problem
in going to the hospital for
better treatment, because
there is hardly any move-
ment of vehicles on this
route. Nodal Officer and
Superintending Engineer
BK Dewangan, Zone
Commissioner Rajendra
Nayak and others were
present during the launch
of the city bus.

Traffic cops rescue truck driver 
who suffered stroke while driving

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: The cops of
Durg Traffic Police res-
cued a truck driver who
suffered a stroke while
driving on national high-
way. The driver was admit-
ted to the hospital and his
condition was stated to be
out of danger. The vigilant
traffic cops not only res-
cued a truck driver but also
managed to avert a major
road mishap.

According to informa-
tion, ASI Rajesh Pandey
and his team were on duty
of Highway Patrolling on
the intervening night of
Wednesday. Near Nehru
Nagar Square, they spotted
a truck which was moving
in an unusual manner. The
cops suspected that the
driver was drunk and
chased the vehicle.

They intercepted the

truck bearing CG07-MB-
1975 and found that the
driver Ramdhari Singh
(50) was resting on the
steering wheel. The cops
soon realised that the driv-

er has some health prob-
lem and needs immediate
medical intervention.

ASI Rajesh Pandey,
Constable Surya Pratap
and Sainik Rakesh Singh

rushed the truck driver to
Supela Hospital where the
doctors found that the driv-
er had suffered a paralysis
attack. Immediate medical
treatment was provided to
the victim and his condi-
tion was stated to be stable.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the Highway
Patrolling of Durg Police
conducts round the clock
patrolling on national high-
way from Anjora Bypass to
Kumhari Toll Plaza. This
year, they rescued victims
of 201 road accidents and
rushed 106 injured people
to the hospital.

They cleared the traffic
jams numerous times at
different spots. In the last
one year, green corridors
were created 30 times to
provide congestion free
passage to ambulances
transporting critical 
patients.

License of Siddhivinayak
Hospital cancelled

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: Due to
negligence in the medical
treatment on the part of
the doctor and paramed-
ical staff working at
Siddhivinayak (Children's
Hospital) located at Sirsa
Gate Bhilai 3, a 10-month-
old child Shivansh Verma
had died in the hospital.

The probe had con-
firmed medical negligence
and it was a violation of
Nursing Home Act 2010
and 2013. A notice was

served to the hospital by
the administration and
after completion of 30 days
of the notice on December
11, the license granted to
the hospital under the
State Hospital and Medical
Establishments Licensing
Act 2010 and 2013 has been
cancelled.

The family of the child
had complained about the
matter to the Collector
Jandarshan, taking cog-
nizance of which legal ac-
tion was taken by the ad-
ministration.
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Bhilai, Dec 15: A ceremo-
nial cake was cut in BF 8
Control Room led by
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director In-charge, BP
Singh, Director I/c (DSP &
ISP) to celebrate BF 8
(Mahamaya)'s production
milestone of 11 MT on
Thursday.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
largest Blast Furnace -
Blast Furnace 8 (BF 8),
christened Mahamaya has
become the fastest in SAIL
to have crossed the 11 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) cumula-
tive production on
December 12, 2022. The
Control room in BF 8 was
filled with a festive atmos-
phere with a big cake sur-
rounded by colourful bal-
loons.

The cake was cut along-
with Anjani Kumar, ED

(Works), Tapan
Sutradhar, ED
(Mines), MM
Gadre, ED (P&A),
S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), AK
Chakravorty, ED
(MM), Dr AK
Panda, ED
(Finance) and Dr
M Ravindranath,
CMO I/c (M & HS).
Tapas Dasgupta,
CGM I/c (Iron),
Soumya Tokdar,
CGM (Blast
Furnace) and other senior
officers of the Plant and
members of the BF
Collective were present on
the occasion.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) congrat-
ulated the members of
Mahamaya Team and all
supporting shops & depart-
ments for becoming the
fastest among the other two

blast furnaces in SAIL of
similar capacity. BF 8's
journey from 10 MT to 11
MT has been completed in
record time of 144 days.

Congratulating members
of Team Mahamaya, Blast
Furnace collective and as-
sociated shops and depart-
ments, Dasgupta said it is
joyous occasion for all of us
that BF 8 has become the

fastest in SAIL to have
achieved this milestone.

"We have great expecta-
tions from this team. I ex-
pect an impeccable safety
record to be maintained at
BF 8. We must work to-
wards improving raw mate-
rial quality and reduce Slag
rate", he said. We must find
applications for Artificial
Intelligence(AI) in order to

move ahead, he
added.

BP Singh,
Director I/c (DSP
& ISP)in his ad-
dress recalled his
learning while
working at Blast
Furnaces at BSP.
We must reduce
Coke rate, in-
crease CDI and re-
duce CO2 emis-
sion. Our target
should be to
achieve the next

milestone in a shorter time
period, he said.

Addressing the gather-
ing at BF 8 Conference Hall,
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works)
stated that we must be
ready to take up challenges
and bring further improve-
ment in our system. He
congratulated BF 8 collec-
tive for their achievement.

The 11 MT milestone

has been crossed by BF on
December 12, 2022. It took
144 days to reach 11 MT
from 10 MT. The total cu-
mulative days to reach 11
MT since commissioning
is 1775 days which is much
earlier as compared to
1830 days of RSP and 2067
days of ISP.

Soumya Tokdar, CGM
(BFs) proposed the Vote of
Thanks and assured that
BF 8 team will work with
vigour and achieve the
target given. Anuradha
Saha, Manager (P-BF &
SGP), conducted the pro-
ceedings. At the outset, a
short film tracing the jour-
ney of BF 8 alongwith the
furnace crossing the11 MT
milestone was screened.
Saplings were planted by
DIC, Shri Anirban
Dasgupta and other senior
officers to mark the 
occasion.

Rs 15 lakh cheque handed
over to Annu Dewangan

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: A cheque
of Rs 15 lakh was handed
over to Annu Dewangan,
who lost her parents in the
Kumhari flyover accident.
Her family members were
also present on the occa-
sion. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava handed
over the cheque to the or-
phaned girl.

The Collector and SP
had discussed this matter
with the officials of the
Royal Infra Company and
told them that as per the
contract terms, the com-
pany was responsible for
the safety during the con-

struction of the flyover,
but due to the negligence
on the part of the compa-
ny, the accident happened
in which a couple was
killed.

Hence, it was the moral
responsibility of the con-
struction company to take
care of the expenses for
the upbringing and educa-
tion of the orphaned

child. The company
agreed to provide Rs 15
lakh to the victim's family.
Company officials handed
over a cheque of Rs 15
lakh in the Collectorate
premises on Thursday.

The Collector stated
that the expenses of the
child will be arranged
from the interest earned
from Fixed Deposit of this
amount. The principal
amount will be given to
the girl child after she be-
comes an adult.

Along with this, the ad-
ministration would get
the girl child admitted to a
good school. The adminis-
tration will be in constant
touch with the family
members of the child.
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Stones pelted on Vande
Bharat at Bhilai Nagar 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 15: Some un-
known ruffians pelted
stones on the Vande
Bharat Express (Train No
20826) around 18.09 hrs on
Wednesday in the middle
section of Bhilai Nagar to
Bhilai Power House.

Due to stone pelting, a
window glass on the right
side of E-1 got cracked.

Inspector, Purnima Rai
Banjare, along with her
subordinate force mem-
bers reached the spot as
soon as the Railway
Protection Force Post,
Bhilai received the infor-
mation. The train had al-
ready left for its destina-

tion. As informed by the
guard Varun Kumar Singh,
RPF lodged a case against
unknown persons on
charges of pelting stones
on the train between Bhilai
Nagar and Bhilai Power
House section. After lodg-
ing a case under section 154

of Railway Act, investiga-
tions have been initiated
and action is being taken
in coordination with GRP
and local police to find out
the person involved in the
case. The network of in-
formers has also been acti-
vated to trace the accused.

Strict legal action will be
taken against the crimi-
nals who commit such inci-
dents. Along with this, RPF
officers are counselling the
people who live in the
shanties located on the
sides of railway tracks.
Railways also appealed to
the enlightened citizens
and common people to
make the slum dwellers
aware to prevent such inci-
dents in future.

p Offence lodged
under Section 154 
of Railway Act

p RPF counsels slum
dwellers living near
railway tracks 

Mahamaya celebrates 11 MT production

City bus service resumes 
operation, Bhilai Mayor flags off

PM Trophy Scholarships, SAIL scholarships 
& Merit Rewards given away 

p To meritorious wards
of BSP Employees 

CCET celebrates National
Energy Conservation Day



DIGGING IN PROGRESS

RMC authorities are continuing digging of road near the Science College area and 
uprooting of trees to create space for ‘Choupati’ to be constructed here in coming days.
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Raipur, Dec 15: 

Dead body of an 8-year-
old girl who had gone
missing since December 7
was found in the bushes
behind her house in
Saddu area falling under
jurisdiction of Vidhan
Sabha Police Station.
Police have arrested a 14-
year-old minor for al-
legedly murdering her
after committing rape.
According to the police
14-year old boy residing
near house of the victim
threw her body to the
bushes after murdering
her.

Police recovered the
dead body of the girl child
and sent it for post-
mortem. The police
looked for the accused on
the basis of CCTV footage
installed nearby areas.
Police recovered the dead
body on the information
of people living near the
area. The minor suspect
was addicted to watching
pornographic videos. He
used to see in the mobiles
of relatives including
friends.

“We have held a 14-year-
old boy for abducting,
raping and killing the

girl. We had rounded him
up for questioning based
on leads from CCTV
footage from the spot.
During interrogation, he

confessed to the crime,”
the SSP said. On
Thursday, SSP Prashant
Agrawal informed about
the entire matter in the

control room. He told that
the girl was murdered on
December 7 after she
went missing. Suspect
brought her to a deserted

place where he first raped
her and then strangulated
her to death. On the sev-
enth day of the incident,
the body of the dead girl
was found in the bushes
near Vivekananda Park,
Housing Board Colony.
The special team of po-
lice recovered the dead
body 12 hours after it was
formed by the SSP to look
into the incident.

The suspect told during
interrogation that he
used to watch pornogra-
phy videos in mobiles of
his sister-in-law (elder
brother’s wife) and uncle.
It is worth mentioning
that the father of the
delinquent boy too was
imprisoned for three
years in the case of rap-
ing his minor real daugh-
ter in the past. He came
out of jail only a month
back.

He has been charged
under Indian Penal Code
sections 302 (murder), 363
(kidnapping), 376 (rape)
and 201 (destruction of
evidence) as well as rele-
vant provisions of the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, the official
said.

Teen held for abducting,
raping, killing minor girl

Body found on a vacant plot in Saddu on Dec 13

Residents attack police vehicle
RRaaiippuurr:: The police vehicle carrying the minor rapist
was attacked by the residents of the colony here on
Thursday. The agitated colony residents were
demanding justice to the boy on the spot itself and
attacked the police vehicle. It was amidst lot of hus-
tle-bustle and heated exchanges that police some-
how was able to move from that place and took him
to thana. The denizens of colony were demanding
strict action and punishment to the rapist and went
on to say that he should be  hanged to death.

Raipur, Dec 15:

Governor Anusuiya
Uike on Thursday signed
the Ordinance of
Universities to introduce
four-year Degree Course
in Autonomous Colleges
under New Education
Policy (NEP) in Hemchand
University Durg, Sant
Gahira Guru University
Ambikapur, Atal Behari
Vajpayee University

Bilaspur and Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University Raipur.

With the approval to the
above Ordinance, the
Autonomous Colleges
under the above men-
tioned Universities would
be able to start four-year
Graduate courses with
Choice Based Credit
System and Learning
O u t c o m e - b a s e d
Curriculum Framework

soon. It is learnt that four
Universities had sought
approval from the
Governor to start new
methods of learning
under New Education
Policy. Now the
Autonomous Colleges of
the state-run Universities
would be able to start four-
year Integrated Graduate
courses in new subjects
with multiple options be-
fore them.

Governor approves Ordinance to 
introduce four-year Graduate courses
Autonomous Colleges of four-state run Universities to start the new courses under NEP

Raipur, Dec 15:

Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Hospital
(SSSSH) has launched
many innovative pro-
grams to improve health
services for pregnant
women and children
across several states in the
country. A unique pro-
gram has been launched
with Govt. of
Chhattisgarh and UNICEF
in Nawapara area in
August this year. Though
this unique program, a
model for Comprehensive
Primary Health Care for
Universal Health
Coverage is being imple-
mented by Department of
Public Health, Sri Sathya
Sai Sanjeevani Hospital,
Naya Raipur.

Through this program,
every week a team from
Sanjeevani Hospital goes
to PHC/CHC and supports
the govt staff in providing
services to pregnant
women and children.4 cen-
tres are included in this

program- PHC
M a n i k c h a u r i ,
Champaran, CHC
Nawapara and PHC Torla.
Along with Gynaecologist
and Pediatrician services,
specialised lab tests like
Thyroid Test, Iron Studies,
Vitamin D Test are done
for each pregnant woman
free of cost. Counselling is
provided about nutrition,
danger signs during preg-
nancy for all patients and
family members.Training
and capacity building of
govt. staff nurses and
frontline health care work-
ers is also an important
feature of this program.

As part of this program,
on Dec 15, 2022, a Skilled
Based Interactive
Training Workshop was
conducted on the topic

‘Journey of the First 1000
days’ at CMHO Office
Raipur for Medical
Officers, CHO, RHO, ANM,
RMA and Staff Nurses
from PHC Torla, PHC
Champaran, PHC
Manikchauri and CHC
Nawapara.

Dr. Shruti Prabhu,
Head, Department of
Public Health explained
the concept of this train-
ing program and deliber-
ated that journey of first
1000 days begins with 9
months of antenatal peri-
od and thus emphasized
on importance of high
risk pregnancy detection
and tracking. Dr. Aparna
Despande, Nutrition
Specialist UNICEF spoke
on Breastfeeding, IYCF
and referring a sick new-

born. Information about
Kangaroo Mother Care
and caring for small ba-
bies at home was given by
Dr. Payal Arora,
Consultant Pediatrician at
Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital, Raipur. CMHO
Raipur Dr. Mithilesh
Choudhary and DPM Mr.
Manish Mejarwar were
also present in this
Workshop. Felicitation
and distribution of certifi-
cates was done by Chief
Guest of Programme Dr.
Meera Baghel, Deputy
Director. Overall the skill
based training session
with videos, role plays,
demonstrations was well
received by the partici-
pants with insights on
practical tips for imple-
menting in the field.

Skilled based interactive training workshop held in SSSSH
 On the topic

‘Journey of the First

1000 days’
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155: The master-
mind in cheating around a
dozen persons with assurances
of provided gold at lesser rate
has been nabbed and the
police has recovered 70 ‘tolas’
gold and 9 Kg silver from his
possession worth crores.
It is notable here that this
accused used to cheat the 9
victims including the applicant
of providing them gold at less
rate and about assurances of
investing in gold and earning
profit and terming the lesser
rate gold by selling it as 23
Carat gold, had cheated people
of an amount around Rs 1
crore. In order to influence
people, the accused had even
opened a jewellery shop for
himself in Mahavir Nagar.

Jewelleries worth Rs 42.0 lakh
recovered Total of three
accused in this case, including
a woman had already being
arrested earlier and now the
mastermind in thiscase Anil
Verma, R/o Balia, (UP) too has
been arrested. The police has
recovered gold and silver jew-
elleries worth Rs 42.0 lakh and
the police has registered a case
and taken the matter under
investigation and search of
other accused too has been
started.

Mastermind in gold
cheating case nabbed

 Had cheated around 

9 persons of providing

them gold at lower rates

 Gold jewelleries worth 

Rs 42 lakh recovered

Raipur, Dec 15: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure today held a meet-
ing of police department,
municipal corporation and
departmental officers to
discuss measures to im-
prove the traffic system in
Raipur city. Raipur Rural
MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma, Raipur North
MLA Kuldeep Juneja,
Raipur Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar, Birangaon Mayor
Nandlal Devagann, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal,
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation and MD
Smart City Limited Raipur
Mayank Chaturvedi and
officers of the concerned
departments were present
at the meeting held at
Collectorate Conference
Hall here. Discussion was
held over points of jam sit-
uation, places of encroach-

ment, places requiring
auto stoppage, power
poles, transformer re-
moval points, problems
caused by service road
power poles, signal-requir-
ing square-intersections in
the city, installation of au-
tomatic signals, immediate
and long-term require-
ments including the need
for construction of road di-
viders and the measures to
overcome them. The
Collector asked the Police
Department, Municipal
Corporation and other de-
partments to work in coor-
dination to improve the
traffic system. He instruct-
ed to widen the service
road of Raipura Chowk,
Santoshi Nagar Chowk
and Pachpedi Naka Chowk
by removing electric poles
and remove the footpath
under the bridge and free
it from encroachments

Collector, public 
reps discuss measures to
improve traffic system

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155::

Henry Santiago defeated
former Champion Ankit Patel
with the score of 7-6(5) and 7-
5 to win the 35 years plus title
in the ITF Tennis Tournament

being organized under the
aegis of Chhattisgarh State
Tennis Association (CSTA)
here. Similarly, Ashwin
Prakash defeated Parag Atre
to win the 40 plus title,
Gopalkrishnan defeated

Kohinoor Goverdhan in 45
plus championship and top
rank player Dinesh Laudani
defeated Vijay Kumar with
the score of 6-4,6-1 in the 50
plus championship. In the 35
plus category double champi-

onship final, the pair of Henry
Santiago and Ankit Patel
defeated the pair of Tarshish
Maril and Kohinoor
Goverdhan to win the title
whereas Avnish Prakash and
Parag Ratre won the 40 plus
title and the pair of Vijay
Kumar and Avnish Rastogi
defeated the team compris-
ing Dinesh Laugani and
Vikram Singh Sisodiya to
clinch the title in 50 plus cat-
egory. CSTA Office-bearers
were present during the prize
distribution ceremony,
informs a press release
issued here by the
Tournament Co-ordinator
Rupendra Singh Chouhan.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

Veteran ITF Tennis championship concludes

Raipur, Dec 15: Bijnaur
and Telangana will play
the inaugural match of
the All India Sikh Cricket
Tournament being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Shahid Bhai Tharu Singh
Foundation at Sherikhedi-
based Riyaz Cricket
Academy ground on
December 16.

Providing the above in-
formation in a statement
issued here, the

Organizing Secretary
Trilochan Singh Kale said
that teams from Punjab,
Jammu & Kashmir,

Maharashtra, Odisham
Madhya Pradesh, Delhi,
Utter Pradesh and
Telangana would be par-

ticipating in the mega
event. He further in-
formed that Chhattisgarh
Minorities Commission
Chairman Mahendra
Chabra would be the chief
guest of the inaugural cer-
emony whereas Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja would be presiding
over the function. Team
after reaching had a prac-
tice session here on
Thursday.

Bijnaur to face Telangana in All India Sikh Cricket tournament today

CM pays tribute to

the 1971 war martyrs

on Vijay Diwas

Raipur, Dec 15: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid tribute to brave
Indian soldiers for their
bravery and sacrifice and
wished the people of the
state on ‘Vijay Diwas’.
Baghel said that in the war
between India and
Pakistan in 1971, under the
able leadership of former
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Indira Gandhi and
under the command of
Field Marshal Sam
Manekshaw, the Indian
Army showed indomitable
courage. Indian soldiers
won the war on December
16 and thousands of
Pakistani soldiers surren-
dered before them.

The war resulted in a
partition of Pakistan and
a new country Bangladesh
came into existence. This
happened due to the deter-
mination and mighty lead-
ership of Mrs. Indira
Gandhi. Indira ji was not
afraid of anything and nor
did she let the morale of
the soldiers go down. This
victory made every Indian
proud. India will always
remain indebted to brave
soldiers for their supreme
sacrifice during the war.

BJP to submit
memo to

Governor on SC
reservation

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155:: Bharatiya
Janata  Party (BJP) will submit
memorandum to Governor to
register protest against the
decrease in the 16% reserva-
tions to Scheduled Caste to
just 13% as mentioned in the
Bill recently approved by the
Congress government in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly. According to the
information received, the BJP
delegation under the leader-
ship of senior BJP Legislator
Punnulal Mohile will meet
Governor on December 16 to
submit memorandum. BJP
leader and President of BJP
SC Morcha President Navin
Markancdeye said that the
Congress had promised 16%
reservations for SC communi-
ty in the election manifesto
but has recently got the Bill
cleared from Assembly with
just 13% reservations for the
SC community. To register
protest against the decrease,
the BJP SC leaders would sub-
mit memo to Governor on
Friday afternoon. All the SC
Morcha leaders would gather
near Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar
statue near Collectorate
before marching towards
Governor House to submit the
memorandum.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155:: Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Bhure attended
one day National Seminar
sponsored by NAAC, Bengaluru
today at Government
Dudhadhari Bajrang Girls Post
Graduate College, Kalibari
Chowk here.  According to Dr
Bhure the quality of education
in a college can be measured
by the grading issued by
NAAC. The principals and
assistant professors of various
colleges attending the seminar
are performing exceptionally
well in adverse circumstances,
he noted.  Basic education is
being strengthened by the
government through various
schemes, said the Collector.
He underlined the role of col-
lege professors in imparting
employment oriented educa-
tion. The collector was
informed by the principal that
there has been an increase in
the grading of the college. On
this, the collector extended

best wishes to the college fam-
ily. NAAC, an autonomous
institute of the University
Grants Commission facilitates
assessment and accreditation
of Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) such as col-
leges, universities or other
recognized institutions to
understand the ‘quality status’
of the institution. NAAC also
evaluates educational institu-
tions for quality parameters,
the performance of the institu-
tions relating to academic
processes and its outcomes,
breadth of curriculum, teach-
ing-learning process, faculty
members, research, infra-
structure facilities, learning
resources, organizational
structure, governance, finan-
cial soundness and facilities
available to students.

Collector attends national
seminar at DG Girls PG College

 Organised by NAAC
Bengaluru
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Baghbahra, Dec 15:  

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel while holding a re-
view meeting with offi-
cials at Bagbahara Circuit
House of Khallari
Assembly Constituency of
Mahasamund district said
that the villagers should
get information about all
the schemes like Narva,
Gauthan, Rural Industrial
Park, etc. He further said
that a survey should be
conducted of the families
left out of the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhoomiheen Majdoor
Nyay Yojana. As instruct-
ed by the CM, the Narva
program should be accel-
erated and given wide pub-
licity. It is important that
the common people are
aware of the government’s
plans, he added.

To a question by Chief
Minister regarding the
status of the Narva project
in the district, CEO
District Panchayat re-
sponded that there are 54
projects in the district and
added that ‘Narva’ should

be developed quickly and
its usefulness should be
explained. Additionally, he
gave instructions on how
to promote pulses and oil
seeds output.

CM also inquired when
the ‘Nal-Jal Yojana’ project
will be finished and as-
sured them that the quali-
ty should not be affected
and asked to launch the
project as a whole. He stat-
ed that there have been
concerns about cow dung
not being procured and to
avoid this, he asked to
make regular purchases.

CM informed officers
that there has been a com-
plaint about soil in ver-
min-compost in Gauthan

and asked them to check
it. There should be any
complaints about soil in
compost and asked them
not to compromise with
quality. The CEO provided
information on daily pur-
chases in the online report
to the Chief Minister.

CM said that stubble in
the farms should not be
burnt and said that people
should be made aware of
its harmful effects.
Inquiring further, he
asked about the officers to
promote about donation of
‘paira’ (stubble) and
launch campaign for it.

The Chief Minister stat-
ed that reports of
cannabis and illicit alco-
hol had been received and
ordered the police to re-
main vigilant. He also in-
structed officers to investi-
gate into the complaint of
getting fake insecticide/

pesticides in agriculture.
Further CM said that

the CMO should refrain
from turning the hospital
into a referral facility and
he remarked that kidney
complaints are also on the
rise. He also inquired
about the availability of
medications. Further CM
instructed to resolve the
Churki village’s fluoride
complaint. He also in-
structed the District
Education Officer to make
teachers available in the
School with less teachers.
The Chief Minister stated
that during Bhent-
Mulaqat, he came across a
complaint regarding the
dilapidated building and
informed officers that per-
mission has been granted
to disburse the funds.

According to the Chief
Minister, there shouldn’t
be any staff complaints.
The complaint that the
transferred employees are
not relieving should be
dropped. Employees and
officers should perform
their duties with care and
responsibility, CM added.

Villagers should get information
about govt’s schemes: CM

 Directs officers 
to promote 
‘Narva, Ghurwa,
Badi… ‘ scheme

MMaahhaassaammuunndd  ((SSiirrppuurr)),,  DDeecc  1155::

Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel reached Gram
Panchayat Sirpur under the
Mahasamund Assembly con-
stituency for Bhent-Mulaqat on
Thursday. He started the pro-
gram by garlanding a photo-
graph of Chhattisgarh Mahtari
and by singing the state song.

According to the Chief
Minister, Sirpur once served as
Chhattisgarh’s capital and was
a hub for trade and education.
This is where Buddhist monks
congregate. Additionally, it
served as a hub for commerce
and trade. This place has a long
and rich history. Ayurvedic
medicine and education have
traditionally been centered on
trade. CM said numerous
monks must have meditated in

this revered location and this
has been Nagarjuna’s abode.
How many visitors from so
many different cultures must
have been there? The very
thought of this exhilarates the
mind, he said.

As per Chief Minister
Baghel, when the government
was established four years
ago, we made promises to the
farmers that we would forgive
their loans and cut the electric-
ity bill by half. The scheme was
introduced for landless labour-
ers for the first time in the
nation. We also completed
tasks that we had not even
agreed to complete while
keeping in mind the demands
of the state. We have invested
in schemes like ‘Chattisgarh ke
Chaar Chinhari’-‘Narva, Garva,
Ghurva, aur Bari’, which suc-

cessfully brought water to the
farms. We headed towards
Mantralay as soon as the gov-
ernment was established and
made the decision to waive the
loan. It was decided to pur-
chase paddy for Rs. 2500, the
support price. We are giving
installments to farmers every
year under Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Yojana. 

The fourth installment of
this scheme will be received
before March 31, before the
end of the financial year. The
Chief Minister states that since
we increased the number of
societies, there are now more
than 2000 societies. Farmers
no longer need to travel far
because there are 2500 paddy
procurement centers. Gunny
bags are offered, and payment
is received within three days.

Sirpur once served as trade 
and education hub: Baghel

 This is a place 

where Buddhist

monks congregated

 During Bhent-

Mulaqat in Sirpur,

Mahasamund

Assembly 

Announcements
made by CM

A District Cooperative
Central Bank will be
established in Sirpur.
A high school will be built
in Sirpur’s village Pasid.
Sub Tehsil will be estab-
lished in Tumgaon.
Approval will be provided
for the widening of
Tumgaon to Mahasamund
road.
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School will be
started in Tumgaon.
A bus stop will be built
outside of Mahasamund
city.
A road will be constructed
from Bawankera to
Ramadbari.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1144::  

Success is no accident.
Instead, it is the result of
careful planning, persever-
ance and hard work. One
such inspiring tale of achiev-
ing success in the face of
tremendous odds is embod-
ied in the story of Malini
Singh, a young girl from
Durg, Chhattisgarh, who
believed that she could make
her dreams come true.

Malini hails from a middle-
class family; her father is
employed in a government
setup and her mother is a
homemaker. Her parents are
her biggest strength who
always instilled in her the
values of education and hard
work to excel in life. 

They provided her with
allof the necessary support
and motivation to work
towards her goal and carve
out a niche for herself.
Malini, who showed academ-

ic promise, was pursuing her
schooling at Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya, Durg,
and was eager to forge a path
of her own. Since she was
aspiring for IIT-JEE when she
was in the 11th standard, she
secured an admission in
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya
(JNV), Prayagraj. Here, she
came across Tata Motors’
sponsored NEET coaching—
ENABLE, and with sheer hard
work, ascertained a place in
the programme.

Implemented by Tata
Motors in association with
the Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya (JNV) governing
body, Navodaya Vidyalaya
Samiti (NVS) and its knowl-
edge partners, Ex-
Navodayan Foundation and
Avanti Fellows, ENABLE is a
digitally enabled remote
learning initiative that pre-
pares talented class 11 and
12 students like Beauty
across 552 Jawahar Navodaya

Vidyalayas (JNVs) in the
country to take JEE and NEET
competitive exams. This
includes provisions for all
scholarly resources, access
to online and in-person class-
es from mentors, as well as a
rigorous testing paradigm
with weekly exams.  With her
unwavering focus and the
direction and expert guid-
ance provided by his mentors

in the ENABLE programme,
Malini cracked the presti-
gious IIT-JEE in 2020 and
finally got selected to join the
Indian Institute of
Technology at Dhanbad, one
of India’s leading institutions
for higher education in engi-
neering. Malini attributes her
achievement to the uncondi-
tional support she received
from her parents and teach-
ers, who guided her through-
out the JEE journey and
armed her with the right aca-
demic inputs.

Recounting her time in JEE
preparation, Malini notes - “It
was a wonderful experience
to study at the Ex-Navodayan
Foundation, Prayagraj. There
were proper doubt-clearing
and problem-solving ses-
sions. Not only were our aca-
demic problems solved, but
our mental and physical
health was also taken care of.
All this helped me clear the
JEE advanced and mains

examination in my first
attempt and get enrolled in
the IIT.” Commenting on her
inspiring story, Mr. Vinod
Kulkarni, CSR Head, Tata
Motors, said, “At Tata Motors,
we believe in promoting
excellence and providing
opportunities to students
from all walks of life. With
ENABLE, we firmly believe
that fostering the mindset of
excellence at the grass-roots
level is paramount to promot-
ing and developing talent for
the future. With an unflap-
pable desire to excel and the
determination to reach for
the stars, Malini is a true
symbol of the enablement
this programme offers to
JNV’s future generations.
Going ahead, we intend to
expand the ENABLE initiative
by training 1 lakh students
for JEE/NEET entrances by
2025, and enrolling 30,000 of
them in institutes of higher
learning.”

Unwavering commitment of Young Girl leads her to IIT Dhanbad

Rajim, Dec 15:

The Axis Bank team de-
feated Core Corporate by 9
wickets and won the Rs
1.51 lakh cash prize and
Trophy in the finals of the
Suresh Agrawal
Memorial Corporate
Cricket tournament or-
ganised by Hira Group in
the capital city. The Core-
Corporate team turned
out to be runner’s up and
won cash prize of Rs 75000
and trophy.

It is notable here that
the Suresh Agrawal
Memorial Corporate
Cricket Tournament was
organised by Hira Group
with objectives to reduce
day-to-day tension and
break from daily working

routine and develop
sportsman spirit. In this
tournament total of 25
teams took part and they
were divided into four
pools and they played total
66 matches and each was
very exciting and decisive
in its own way.

Director Hira Group -
Dinesh Agrawal speaking
at the conclusion of tour-

ney said that winning and
losing is part of every
sports and through
Corporate cricket the
Group tried to infuse en-
thusiasm among cricket
lovers and players and
providing chance to give
better performance after
every match and added
that sports should be pro-
moted at every level.

For best performance in
the finals, Arif Khan was
presented with the title of
‘man-of-the-match’ and
the award ‘Man-of the-se-
ries’ went to Yatish
Thakur of Axis Bank’s
team. In this tournament,
the award for Best Bowler,
Best Catcher, Best Wicket-
keeper, Best Fielder, Best
Runner, and Best umpir-

ing and those who assisted
in the successful conduct
of the tourney were felici-
tated. During this organis-
ers viz. Dinesh Agrawal,
Siddharth Agrawal, Vinod
Pillai, Abhishekh
Agrawal, Kumar Agrawal,
Prakhar Agrawal,
Prakash Agrawal and
other special guests were
present.

Axis Bank wins finals of Hira Group cricket
 Core-Corporate

becomes runner’s up

Bilaspur, Dec 15: The
foundation stones of three
new buildings were laid by
Honorable Vice-Chancellor
of Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal on Dec
14. Prof. Neelambari Dave,
former Vice-Chancellor
Saurashtra University was
present as a special guest
in the program. Among
other dignitaries, the
Registrar, Prof. Manish
Shrivastava, CPWD SE
Durga Prasad Konher, EE
Shri Santosh Mishra, EE
Shri Vijay Chauhan, EE
Abhishek Gopal, Engineer

P.C. Jain and
Sachchidanand Bariha
were present. After the
Bhoomi Poojan at the foun-
dation stone laying site, the
guests on the stage were
welcomed with bouquets.
Dr. R.K. Choubey. OSD
Engineering Section, wel-
comed the guests and pro-
vided information related
to the project. The Chief
Guest of the program,
Honorable Vice-Chancellor
of the University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
said that the university
will inscribe a new chapter
of development in the com-
ing years. He observed that
Guru Ghasidas Central
University is in a position
now to compete with any
leading university of the
country in the field of in-
frastructure development.
With everyone’s co-opera-

tion and coordinated ef-
forts, the university is set-
ting new paradigms every-
day, he observed.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Chakrawal reiterated
his resolve to make Guru
Ghasidas Central
University reach the high-
est levels in the field of aca-
demics and infrastructure
development. He said that
the university is moving
ahead on the path of devel-
opment more rapidly than
any other university in the
central region. We have to

establish the name of Guru
Ghasidas University and of
the state of Chhattisgarh
on the national and inter-
national platform. He said
that students are our brand
ambassadors.

The more freedom, con-
venience and means of
positive use of energy we
provide to them, the more
they will become partners
in the development of the
university with strength
and dedication It is due to
the untiring efforts of Vice-
Chancellor Prof.

Chakrawal that all these
three projects could be
brought back to life. After
the system of reservation
for economically weaker
sections was implemented
in the university, this
amount was provided by
the University Grants
Commission to Guru
Ghasidas University for de-
veloping infrastructure.

Foundation stones laid
for three buildings include
lecture hall building at the
cost of Rs 26 cr; Girls’
Hostel at the cost of Rs
17.25 cr and Boys’ Hostel at
the cost of Rs 17.25 cr.

The work of construc-
tion of all the three build-
ings has been awarded by
CPWD to M/s Asian
Construction Company,
Ajmer (Rajasthan) at an ap-
proximate cost of Rs.60.60
crores. Company’s VP, Mr.

Vivek Kumar Singh was
also present in the founda-
tion stone laying pro-
gramme. The construction
work of these three build-
ings will be completed by
January 2024. On this occa-
sion, the Registrar, Prof.
Manish Srivastava, CMC
Chairman, Prof. VS
Rathore, Professor of Civil
Engineering Department,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar,
Joint Registrar Mr. H.N.
Choubey, Chief Warden,
Prof. Pradeep Shukla and
Dean Student Welfare,
Prof. MN Tripathi also ex-
pressed their views laud-
ing the immense efforts
made by the Vice-
Chancellor for infrastruc-
ture development and ask-
ing the officials of the con-
struction agency to main-
tain the quality of con-
struction and the timeline.

CU will inscribe a new chapter of development: Prof. Chakrawal
 Foundation 

Stone of three new
buildings laid in
central university

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1155:: The Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Bhilai permanent campus proj-
ect has made steady progress
over the last few months. Green
Rating for Integrated Habitat
Assessment (GRIHA) Council, is
an autonomous, not for profit
society jointly set up by The
Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI) and Ministry of New and

Renewable Energy, Govt. of
India to promote and adminis-
ter the development of sustain-
able buildings and habitats in
India through GRIHA.  At the
14th GRIHA summit function in
New Delhi, on 14th December
2022, the IIT Bhilai construction
project, which is being handled
by the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) and L&T is
the construction agency, won
the GRIHA Council’s ‘Master
Plan Large Development’
award. The theme of this year’s
summit is ‘Towards Net Positive
Habitats’. Architect of IIT Bhilai
project is M/s Kanvinde Rai &
Chowdhury, New Delhi. GRIHA
is a rating tool that helps people
asses a building’s performance
against nationally acceptable
benchmarks. This year’s sum-
mit is a step taken towards
achieving the COP 26 commit-
ments of India.

IIT Bhilai win award at
the 14th GRIHA summit

Konta, Dec 15: During
the inspection of schools
by the District Education
Officer (DEO) Nitin
Datsena in Sukma district,
several employees work-
ing in the said institution
were found absent on
8/9/2022 at Government
Higher Secondary School
Errabor in Konta block.
During the inspection, a
question mark was placed
in the attendance register
of the School by the DEO
Sukma and directed to
deduct one-day’s salary of
many employees.

But the current in-
charge of the said institu-
tion, Principal K. Rama

Yashwant did not liked the
question mark put by the
DEO against those absent.
It is learnt that the
Principal in-charge K.
Rama Yashwant has over-
write his signature above

the above question mark
after assuming office in
order toprove itself cor-
rect. But if the show cause
notice had been answered,
then the said principal in-
charge should have shown
his signature on the side of
that remark (?) or at some
other place. But this did
not happened, and the
withdrawal has not taken
place. This is likely to
raise the question that the
in-charge Principal K.
Rama Yashwant by doing
so considers the DEO to be
inferior to his position, de-
spite knowing the fact that
the position of DEO in the
Education Department is
high and dignified. The of-
fense under section 420 of
CrPC should be filed,
which is being done arbi-
trarily.

Sidelining of DEO’s remark by
Principal in-charge raises eyebrows!
 Against those found

absent during his last

School inspection

Bemetara, Dec 15: 

Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Diwas will be organized by
the government on Dec 17,
on completion of 4 years
tenure of the state govern-
ment under the leadership
of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Collector Bemetara
Jitendra Kumar Shukla
took a meeting of officers
on Wednesday morning
and gave necessary guide-
lines for successful organi-
zation of Gaurav Divas in
the district. It may be noted
that on this day, people will
be informed about the pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government by organizing
programs in all the
Gauthans, cooperative soci-
ety complexes, paddy pur-
chase centers, haat-bazaars
operating in the district,

wards of urban areas.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel will also give a mes-
sage to the people of the
state at 11 am.

The Collector said that
on December 17, 2022, at 11
am in all Gauthans of the
district, local residents in-
cluding farmers, chairman
and members of Gauthan
committee, cattle herders,
landless laborers, public
representatives, members
of local bodies, members of
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club will
be invited. And informa-
tion will be given about the
achievements of the gov-
ernment under various
schemes in the last 4 years
of its rule. As per the in-

structions of the state gov-
ernment, by inviting farm-
ers to the primary coopera-
tive society premises,
paddy procurement centers
at 3 pm, information will be
given to them about major
agricultural schemes of the
government such as inter-
est-free loan scheme, Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
etc. Information about pub-
lic welfare schemes of the
government will also be
given to people in Haat
Bazar sites operated in the
district.

Programs will be organ-
ized at ward level in urban
areas from 11 am. In this,
inviting local public repre-
sentatives and residents of
the ward, they will be ap-
prised of the achievements
of the four years of gover-
nance.

Ch’garh Gaurav Diwas will be 
celebrated in the district on Dec 17

 Collector holds 

meeting with officials



Central Chronicle News

G o r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Dec 15: The 5-
day Divisional Level
Tribal Folk Art Festival
program organized in the
memory of the first free-
dom fighter of
Chhattisgarh, Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh, con-
cluded here, with an array
of display and cultural
programs.

MLA Dr. K.K. Dhruv in-
augurating the program in
his address said that
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh has done remark-
able work for the uplift-
ment of tribal society and
has played an important
role in the independence of
the country.

Taking inspiration from

them, we will work for the
development of the society
with brotherhood and this
would be a true tribute to
him, he said. On this occa-
sion, Member of
Chhattisgarh State
Scheduled Tribes
Commission Mrs. Porte,
Member of State Youth
Commission Mr. Uttam
Vasudev, District President
Gorela Ms. Mamta Paikra,
Sarpanch Gram Panchayat
Semra Mrs. Gajmati
Bhanu, President of Sarv
Adivasi Samaj Mr. Daya
Wakre, Mrs. Bundkunwar
Moscow, Sahana Begum,
Bhausingh Badkare,
Assistant Commissioner
Tribal Development Dr.

Lalit Shukla along with
eminent citizens and folk
artists were present.

Every year on the mar-
tyrdom day of Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh, on 10
December, to make the
young generation aware of

his life and excellent works,
various cultural programs
and competitions are held
in the division. In the pro-
gramme, folk artists from
GPM, Raigarh, Korba and
Janjgir-Champa districts
gave spectacular presenta-

tion of dances like Gaura,
Shaila, Karma, Gedi etc
Prior to this, Prabhat
Pheri was also organized
on 10th December.

Addl permanent 
sleeper coach facility 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 15: In
order to provide better
travel facilities to the
passengers and to pro-
vide confirmed berths
to more and more pas-
sengers, the Durg-
A m b i k a p u r - D u r g
Express and

Ambikapur-Shahdol-
Ambikapur Express,
running from South
East Central Railway,
have been provided with
the facility of one addi-
tional coach on a perma-
nent basis by the
R a i l w a y
Administration. is going
Due to its availability,
more and more passen-
gers traveling in this
train will get the facility
of confirmed berth.

The details are as under
1. In train number

18241/18242 Durg-

A m b i k a p u r- D u r g
Express, the facility of
one additional sleeper
coach will be avail-
able from Durg from
January 01, 2023 and
from Ambikapur
from January 02, 2023.

2. In train number
18756/ 18755
Ambikapur-Shahdol
Express, the facility
of one additional
sleeper coach will be
available from
Ambikapur and
Shahdol from
January 02, 2023.

Non-interlocking work at
Lorha station from Dec 17-20

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 15:
Anuppur Katni rail route is
an important and busy rail
route of South East Central
Railway, which connects
this entire region to North
India. The construction of
a new line is necessary to
make the operations more
smooth and to pave the way
for new trains.

Due to this development
in infrastructure along
with increase in new pas-
senger facilities, passenger
trains will also not be af-
fected. Working actively in
this direction, the work of
third line from Anuppur to
Katni is being done.

Under this, non-inter-
locking work will be done
to connect Lorha railway

station of Anunpur-Katni
section with the third line.
It may be known that the
length of the Anuppur-
Katni railway line is 134
km, various stations of
which have been connected
to the third line.

This work is being com-
pleted in a phased manner.
To complete this work at a
faster pace, non-interlock-
ing work will be done from
17 to 20 December 2022
under the third line con-
nectivity at Lorha station
of the division.

The most important fea-
ture of this work being
done in an innovative way
is that no cancellation, reg-
ulation, rescheduling,
short terminating, diverg-
ing of any passenger train
is being done in it. Under

this, the work of non-inter-
locking will be done in 04
days.

Anuppur Katni Third
Line is a very important
and strategic line of South
East Central Railway,
which acts as a bridge to
connect this region of
Central India with North
India. From Anuppur to
Ambikapur and beyond,
this entire region is con-
nected to central India and
important cities like Delhi,
Bhopal, Jabalpur, Kota,
Allahabad through this
line.

As soon as the work of
the third line is completed,
new dimensions of eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment of this area will be
paved with the movement
of trains in future.

SECR hosts 53rd All India Railway
Cross Country Competition

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 15: The
53rd All India Railway
Cross Country
Competition for Men and
Women was successfully
organized by South East
Central Railway Sports
Association (SECRSA)
Bilaspur on 14.12.2022 at
Amarkantak (Hill Area),
Madhya Pradesh, the holy
origin of river Narmada.
By performing excellently
in the competition, South
East Central Railway
Bilaspur increased the
pride of Bilaspur zone by
securing first position in
female category and third
position in male category.

In this competition, 66
male and 47 female partici-
pants including 17 differ-
ent zones of Indian
Railways and RPF team
participated. In men's
team category Central
Railway got first, North

Central Railway second,
South East Central
Railway third place and in
women's team category
South East Central
Railway got first, North
Central Railway second
and Central Railway got

third place.
In individual male cate-

gory, Abhishek Pal of
Central Railway got first
position, Harshad Matre of
Central Railway got sec-
ond position and Ravi of
South East Central

Railway got third position.
Also, in the women's indi-
vidual category Chhavi
Yadav from North Central
Railway got first Tinu
Yadav from South Western
Railway and Reema Patel
from East Central Railway

got third place.
General Manager, South

East Central Railway Alok
Kumar in his message to
the participants and win-
ners said that healthy com-
petition creates healthy
mind, healthy body and
healthy work environment.

Due to which their own
work efficiency increases
and the institutions associ-
ated with them are also
benefited. It is definitely a
pleasure to be a winner but
it is a matter of pride to be
involved in the competi-
tion.

He wished all the partic-
ipating players and win-
ners for even better per-
formance. The General
Manager congratulated
the President, General
Secretary, Sports Officer
and the entire team of
South East Central
Railway Sports
Association for successful-
ly organizing this event.
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SECR players won the first prize in the women’s category 

Sahaj Yoga training
prog organized

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 15: Sahaj
Meditation Center and
Government Rajiv
Lochan Post Graduate
College, Rajim under the
joint auspices of Sahaj
Meditation Center and
Government Rajiv
Lochan Postgraduate
College, Rajim to incul-
cate moral values in the
lives of college students
and yoga, meditation in
their lifestyle and to in-
crease stress-free life and
concentration, organized
a yoga training program.

In this training pro-
gramme, instructor Anju
Singh, while throwing
light on the establish-
ment and purpose of
Sahaja Yoga, told that
Sahaja Yoga was estab-
lished in 1970 by Nirmala
S r i v a s t a v a .
Parameshwari Sahu told
that in Sahaja Yoga medi-
tation is done by sitting

in an easy posture and
there is no fixed time,
place or posture for doing
this yoga.

This method of medita-
tion is popular not only
in India but till now in
140 countries of the
world, she said. In the
program, students
showed varied interest
and all the students prac-

ticed according to the in-
structions given by the
instructor. This training
program was organized
under the efficient guid-
ance of the institution
head principal Dr. CL
Dewangan, Prof. ML
Verma, Dr. Govardhan
Yadu and the program
was coordinated by Dr.
Samiksha Chandrakar.

Panchayat fund withdrawn sans work done
Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Dec 15: A case of
Panchayat fund with-
drawn without work done,
has been reported in the
region and the culprits
have carried out embezzle-
ment of Rs. 12 lakhs in
government work.

As per information,
Gram Panchayat Birkoni's
Sarpanch Tamradhwaj
Nishad, Secretary
Shankar Sahu's have done
embezzlement of Rs. 12
lakhs in government
work, and after investiga-
tion, it was found correct.

The complaint has been
made to SP Dharmendra
Singh under section
420,467,468,471,409 IPC has
been registered against
them, but action has not
been taken against them.
The complaint of this cor-
ruption was made in

Jandarshan, where a team
was formed by the investi-
gating officer, in which
Panchayat Inspector Sub-
Engineer K.P. Ahirwar,
P.S.S.S.O. P. Chandrakar,
Taxation Officer
Ghanshyam Chandrakar,
S.V. Officer Divya Varsha
Minj took statements from

the complainant and mem-
bers of the Panchayat.

During the inspection,
the officials took state-
ments in the presence of
the villagers, in which the
complainants Tupsing
Nishad, Dhaniram Dhruv,
Kumar Yadav, Puranlal
Sahu, Ashok Sahu told

that there have been many
other such cases in the
Panchayat and more cases
of corruption will be ex-
posed.

An assessment of 12
lakhs was recorded by the
concerned technical offi-
cer Rajesh Kumar Gupta
for pond construction and

physical verification was
done by the sub-divisional
officer,in which it was
found that JCB was used
for deepening the pond.
Excavation work was done
and the amount was paid,
but the amount for the
construction of the pond
was misused.

̈ In Durg-Ambikapur-

Durg Exp and

Ambikapur-Shahdol-

Ambikapur Express

Veer Narayan Singh did remarkable work
for the upliftment of tribal society: Dhruv
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VARSITY CONVOCATION

Students of Patliputra University (PPU) pose for photos during the first convocation ceremony of the university, in
Patna, Thursday.

DOMESTIC WORKERS PROTEST

National Platform for Domestic Workers raise slogans during a protest demanding comprehensive social
protection, at Jantar Mantar in New Delhi, Thursday. 

BRIEF

Notice 
 Muzaffarnagar: A

total of 86 state gov-
ernment employees
here have been issued
show-cause notices by
authorities for being
absent from election
duty during the recent
by-polls in Khatauli.
On December 5, voting
took place in the
Khatauli Assembly
constituencies and the
results were declared
on December 8.

Awards 
 New Delhi: Indian

Railways has won
nine National Energy
Conservation Awards
for the year 2022, with
the South Central
Railways bagging the
first and second prize
in railway stations cat-
egory. These awards
were given for the best
energy management
practices and present-
ed by President
Droupadi Murmu at a
function held by the
Bureau of Energy
Efficiency under the
aegis of Ministry of
Power on Wednesday.

Mishap
 Indore:A 25-year-old

passenger died, while
41 others were in-
jured, four of them se-
riously, in a collision
between two private
buses on the Indore-
Khandwa road in
Madhya Pradesh on
Thursday, police and
health officials said.
The accident took
place under Simrol po-
lice station limits in
Indore district when
two buses coming
from opposite direc-
tions collided 
with each other, a po-
lice official said.

Burnt alive 
 Agra: A six-month-

old baby girl was
burnt alive and two
persons sustained in-
juries after a fire
broke out in a house
due to leakage in an
LPG gas cylinder, po-
lice said on Thursday.

Inaugurate
 Kolkata: Megastar

Amitabh Bachchan on
Thursday inaugurat-
ed the 28th edition of
the Kolkata
International Film
Festival (KIFF) by
lighting the ceremoni-
al lamp. West Bengal
Governor C V Ananda
Bose, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Big
B’s actor-wife Jaya
Bachchan, superstar
Shah Rukh Khan, for-
mer India cricket skip-
per Sourav Ganguly,
filmmaker Mahesh
Bhatt and veteran
actor Shatrughan
Sinha, among others,
were present on the
occasion at Netaji
Indoor Stadium here.

Building fire
 Mumbai: Two fire

brigade personnel suf-
fered minor injuries
while extinguishing a
fire in a 61-storey
building in central
Mumbai on Thursday,
officials said.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

pays tribute to former
deputy prime minister

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel on
his death anniversary, in

Lucknow, Thursday. 

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 15 (PTI): Gender rep-
resentation in business
sector is highly skewed
even though young girls
have proved their mettle
by participating in big
numbers and outsmarting
their male counterparts in
many innovation competi-
tions like hackathons, the
founder of a startup said
here on Thursday.

This was observed by S
Sandeep, the co-founder of
Avasarshala, a successful
startup that provides in-
formation about opportu-
nities for students in vari-
ous domains including
arts and sports or finding
mentors in their field of
choice, during the Huddle
Global startup conclave,
organised by the Kerala
Startup Mission (KSUM)
which began at Kovalam,
an official release said.

Young girls grab a ma-
jority of the prizes during
innovation competitions

like hackathons. “Maybe
that will be reflected in the
coming years as the new
generation grows up,” said
his wife Ashwathy
Venugopal, the co-founder
of Avasharsala.

The panel kicked off
their talk with moderator
Sibi Sudhakaran, founder
of Startup-Middle East,
asking about advantages
and disadvantages of a
wife-husband team start-
ing a business and the suc-
cessful startup bosses
were of the opinion that it
was a clear advantage.

“Your wife is your most
trusted partner,” said
Jobin Jose of Jobin &
Jismi IT Services, who
along with his wife Jismi,
runs one of the most suc-
cessful technology firms
based in Kerala. With the
panel of six made up of
three husband and wife
pairs, there was a general
nod of agreement when
Jibin said this.

The panelists parried
questions about business
problems adding to the
family tensions if both the
husband and wife are en-
gaged in the same compa-
ny. “There are clear de-
marcations based on your
area of expertise”, said
Jismi.

But, Anish Achuthan of
Open Financial
Technologies said there
were disadvantages when
it comes to initial fund
raising. Many financiers
get wary when it is a fami-
ly-run venture which is
asking for money. “It did-
n’t help because our third
co-founder was my broth-
er,” he said.

“Once the initial doubts
vanished, it was no longer
a problem.”

Other panel members
said that investors are now
much more scientific in
their evaluations and do
not bother about such is-
sues.

Girl power yet to make
a mark in technology

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1155:: A new chap-
ter in India’s political history
has begun. The national office
of the BRS party has emerged
in the heart of Delhi with the
aim of qualitative change in the
country’s politics. Reaching the
national capital, Telangana has
moved from existential politics
to future national governance.
BRS Party Chief and Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
arrived at 12 noon to inaugu-
rate the National Office of BRS
Party at Road No. 5, Sardar
Patel Marg, Delhi. Party work-
ers and leaders extended a
warm welcome to KCR on this
occasion. Later, CM KCR and
his wife Mrs  Sobharani partic-
ipated in the Rajashyamala
Yagam,  Poornahuti conducted
under the guidance of
Vedantists Phanishashanka
Sharma and Gopikrishna
Sharma. Vedic scholars offered
blessings to Chief Minister
KCR’s couple. Former Chief
Minister of Karnataka

Kumaraswamy, former Chief
Minister of UP Akhilesh Yadav,
President of Tamil Nadu VK
Party, MP Thirumavalavan,
National Kisan leader Gurnam
Singh and leaders of farmers’
associations from various
states participated in the
yagam. 

PPiinnkk  ffllaagg  hhooiisstteedd  iinn  
nnaattiioonnaall  ccaappiittaall::  

After Purnahuti, CM KCR
unveiled the party flag at 12
hours 37 minutes.
Subsequently, KCR inaugurat-
ed the new National Office of
BRS Party in the presence of
guests, party dignitaries and
public representatives.  After
that CM occupied designated
sear  in the chamber on the
first floor in the capacity of

National President. Gurnam
Singh Chaduni, leader of the
National Farmers Union from
Kurukshetra, Haryana, was
appointed as the President of
BRS Kisan Cell by KCR. 
Ravi Kohar was appointed as
the Office Secretary. The first
appointment papers were
handed over to them as the
National President. Many

national and state leaders con-
gratulated KCR on this occa-
sion. Later, Chief Guests, other
dignitaries, State Ministers,
MPs, MLCs, MLAs, Chairmen of
Corporations, BRS party lead-
ers, activists and other public
representatives attended the
lunch organized by MP Nama
Nageshwar Rao at his resi-
dence.

National office of BRS inaugurated in New Delhi

Telangana CM K. Chandrasekhar Rao at the inauguration
of the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) office, in New Delhi,
Wednesday. 

Bengaluru/Koppal, Dec
15 (PTI): BJP Karnataka
strongman B S
Yediyurappa on Thursday
dismissed reports he is
being neglected in the
party and said he has his
own strength and no one
can finish him off political-
ly. Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai, mean-
while, rubbished reports of
differences with his prede-
cessor Yediyurappa.

“There is no truth in the
statement that I am being
neglected. I am attending
all the programmes,”
Yediyurappa told reporters
in Bengaluru before leav-
ing for the district head-
quarters town of Koppal,
where the party’s national
President J P Nadda partic-
ipated in a programme also
attended by Bommai.
According to sources close
to him, Yediyurappa had
initially decided not to at-

tend the Koppal event. On
Thursday morning, he said
he would participate in the
programme.

He said there is no need
for people to invite him as
it is his duty to attend party
programmes. Asked if he
was not willing to go there
because he got an invita-
tion at the last minute,
Yediyurappa said, “There
is no truth in it. I was not in
a position yesterday to go

there. Because there was a
pressure to attend the
event, I decided to partici-
pate”. When asked
whether there was any at-
tempt to finish him off po-
litically, the party veteran
said, “There is no truth in
it. No one can finish off
anyone. I have my own
strength. I have strength-
ened the party and toiled to
bring BJP to power. The en-
tire state knows this.”

He said everyone knows
that he was among the im-
portant people who worked
for the BJP day and night.
Hence, there is no meaning
in talks that he was being
neglected.

Speaking to reporters in
Koppal, Yediyurappa said
the BJP under the leader-
ship of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah will
come back to power with
140 seats in Karnataka.

‘No one can finish me off politically’

B S Yediyurappa

Agartala, Dec 15 (PTI):

Asserting that the BJP
has a long tradition of
maintaining coalition
dharma, the party on
Thursday said it will con-
tinue its alliance with the
IPFT in the next Assembly
elections, slated early next
year.

The saffron party and
the Indigenous People’s
Front of Tripura (IPFT)
fought the Assembly elec-
tions together in 2018 and
wrested power from the
Left Front.

“The BJP pays respect
to its allies, the saffron
camp never throws out its
electoral partners. Former
prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee had
formed the National
Democratic Alliance gov-

ernment... and the NDA
still exists”, state party
chief Rajib Bhattacharjee
told PTI. The BJP will con-
tinue its electoral alliance
with the IPFT as the un-
derstanding was inked be-
fore the 2018 Assembly
elections, the BJP leader
said.

The BJP-IPFT combine
swept to power in the state
in 2018 winning 43 seats in
the 60-member assembly.
The BJP bagged 35 seats
and the IPFT 8.

“The electoral bond will
continue with the IPFT “,
he said adding the BJP’s
central leadership already
held a meeting with the
senior leaders of the re-
gional party in New Delhi
recently where a well-de-
signed election strategy
was chalked out for the

2023 elections. He also
made it clear that there
was no move to forge al-
liance with Tipra Motha,
another regional party,
which is ruling the north-
eastern state’s lone au-
tonomous district council.

“There has been no dis-
cussion or dialogue re-
garding stitching alliance
with Tipra Motha,” he
said.

The Tipra Motha is
ready to talk to any politi-
cal party, be it the BJP or
the Congress, over an elec-
toral alliance but will not
compromise with ‘Greater
Tipraland’ demand,
party’s central committee
member Animesh
Debbarma, who is also the
Deputy Chief Executive
Member (DCEM) of
Tripura Tribal Areas of

Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC), said
on Thursday. “As of now,
there is no offer for a talk
on alliance from any polit-
ical party. We are a small
regional party and let the
offer come from a big
party. Our demand for
Greater Tipraland is very
much constitutional and
not against any political
party, group or people”, he
added.

The demand for Greater
Tipraland’ seeks to in-
clude every tribal living
inside and outside the
TTAADC area.

The Greater Tipraland’
idea does not restrict only
to Tripura and seeks to
also include Tripuris liv-
ing in Assam, Mizoram,
and Chittagong Hill Tracts
of Bangladesh.

2023 TRIPURA ASSLY POLLS

‘BJP to retain alliance with IPFT’ 
Kolkata, Dec 15 (PTI): 

A day after three people
were killed in a stampede
during a blanket distribu-
tion programme in West
Bengal’s Paschim
Bardhaman district, BJP
national vice-president
Dilip Ghosh on Thursday
said organisers of the
event cannot escape re-
sponsibility for the
tragedy.

The incident had taken
place shortly after Leader
of Opposition Suvendu
Adhikari, who was part of
the function, left the
venue.

“It is very easy to make
the poor people of our
state assemble at a spot for
either giving money as al-

lowance or for handing
blankets. “It is one thing to
put the entire blame on po-
lice... But, organisers have
to play their role. They
cannot escape responsibil-
ity (for the stampede),”
Ghosh told reporters.

Several BJP leaders
from Asansol were report-
edly a part of the pro-
gramme, which was or-
ganised by a religious
body.

Meanwhile, Trinamool
Congress spokesperson
Kunal Ghosh on Thursday
said Adhikari was largely
responsible for the stam-
pede incident.

“Once he left, people
rushed towards the stage
as the number of blankets
was far lesser than the

number of recipients
in the gathering.
Suvendu should ex-
plain why he went to
such a narrow plot of
land, where the seating ca-
pacity was not enough. He
has become desperate
after the high court said
nothing can be done
against him without judi-
cial consent,” Ghosh told a
press meet.

The Calcutta High
Court had recently taken
note of the submissions of
Adhikari and stayed near-
ly 17 FIRs against him
lodged by the state police.

The court had directed
the state police not to reg-
ister any FIR against
Adhikari without its prior
permission.
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E‘Organisers cannot
escape responsibility’

Imphal, Dec 15 (PTI):

Ace boxer Mary Kom’s
husband Onler Karong
has sparked a controversy
after he expressed dissatis-
faction over the looks of a
statue of her wife, which
was recently erected at a
park near here. Nineteen
statues of the state’s
Olympians, including that
of Mary Kom, were recent-
ly installed at Manipur
Olympic Park. Onler
Karong, in an interview
with a local newspaper,
claimed that the statue
which was erected there
does not look like her wife,
six times World Women’s
Boxing Champion and
2012 London Olympic
Bronze Medallist. Onler
Karong or Mary Kom
could not be contacted de-

spite repeated efforts.
However, while talking to
PTI, her brother Jimmy
Kom claimed that the
Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) assured him that
the statue will be replaced
before the inauguration of
the park, the date of which
is yet to be fixed. When
contacted, officials of the
CMO told PTI that they
will not speak about the
issue. “It is his (Onler) per-
sonal opinion,” Jimmy
said. Jimmy said his sister
returned home from a tour
and got to know about the
development only on
Wednesday, he said.
“There is a concern that
Onler’s statement might
be misinterpreted as the
statues were installed to
honour our state’s ath-
letes,” Jimmy said.

Controversy after Mary
Kom’s husband questions

looks of boxer’s statue



Kyiv, Dec 15 (AP):

When 25-year-old
Anastasia Mokhina
donned fatigues and
rushed off with her hus-
band to help Ukraine de-
fend itself as Russia invad-
ed on February 24, she
quickly realised the mili-
tary wasn’t well prepared
for an influx of women vol-
unteers. So her elder half-
brother Andrii Kolesnyk,
who was prevented from
doing military service by a
childhood disability, and
his wife, Kseniia
Drahaniuk, mobilised at
home to ship her needed
items. Word spread fast in-
side the ranks that ama-
teur quartermasters were
focusing on women’s par-
ticular needs, and a home-
grown supply operation
for female soldiers was
born. Now, a volunteer

group called “Zemliachky”
roughly translated as
“women compatriots” is
serving many of the 57,000
women in the Ukrainian
military with boots, uni-
forms, stand-to-pee tubes,
wireless bras, thermal un-
derwear, medicines, right-
sized bulletproof plates for
their flak jackets, and care
packages with items like
lotions, shampoo, tooth-

paste, and feminine hy-
giene products. In short,
the group fill unanticipat-
ed gaps in the Ukrainian
military’s own supply op-
eration. “Our army was
not prepared for the fact

that so many women
would appear in the army,”
said Drahaniuk, a 26-year-
old journalist from Yalta,
in now-occupied Crimea,
sitting in front of metal
shelves stocked with army
boots and uniforms.

Today, at least 6,000
Ukrainian women have de-
ployed on or near the front
lines, in roles like para-
medics and intelligence of-
ficers but also snipers and
artillery gunners.

They have joined the
fight in a country where all
men aged 18 to 60, with
some exceptions, have
been barred from leaving
under martial law enacted
after Russia’s invasion.

AFGHAN FORCES SHELLING

A man injured by the Afghan forces shelling is brought to hospital for treatment in Chaman, southwestern Pakistan
along the Afghan border, Thursday, Dec. 15.
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Montreal, Dec 15 (PTI):

How world leaders ad-
dress climate change and
biodiversity loss is closely
tied to the future of the
planet and of young peo-
ple, yet their voices are
not articulated properly
in the decisions pertain-
ing to issues that will like-
ly affect them more than
any other group.

As 196 countries chalk
out a post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework
(GBF) during the COP15
conference here a process
that began at the UN
Biodiversity Conference
four years ago in Sharm

el-Sheikh, Egypt — there
has been a sustained push
for the inclusion of youth,
women, and gender mi-
norities in determining
the targets to address bio-
diversity loss, and how
they will be implemented.

In the Convention on
Biological Diversity
process, Parties have con-
sulted with non-state ac-
tors such as the Women’s
Caucus, International
Indigenous Forum on
Biodiversity, and the
Global Youth Biodiversity
Network (GYBN), stated
Basile van Havre, Co-
Chair for the CBD’s Post-
2020 Open Ended Working

Group here.
A UNESCO “World in

2030” Survey Report pub-
lished last year highlight-
ed concerns of the youth
over climate change and
biodiversity loss.

The report shows that
climate change and loss of
biodiversity was by far
the most-selected chal-
lenge, chosen by 67 per
cent of the 15,000 respon-
dents.

Young delegates believe
creating more space for
youth perspectives is es-
sential to successfully
conserving biodiversity,
securing marginalised
communities’ access to

biodiversity, and their
rights to benefit from the
sustainable use of that
biodiversity.

They maintain that an
inclusive, rights-based ap-
proach is key to deliver-
ing sound public policy
for generations to come as
countries commit to con-
serving land and water re-
sources and reversing bio-
diversity loss.

“The rights of nature
and humans are an inte-
gral aspect of nature con-
servation, especially in
India where we have com-
munities living close to
protected areas and re-
gions.

‘Our future, our voice’: What
India’s youth want from COP15

United Nations, Dec 15 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar has
met UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres here and
exchanged views on work-
ing together during India’s
G20 Presidency. India offi-
cially assumed the G20
presidency on December 1.

The G20 or Group of 20 is
an intergovernmental
forum of the world’s major
developed and developing
economies. It comprises
Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India,
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia,
South Africa, Turkey, the
UK, the US and the
European Union.
Jaishankar arrived here

on Tuesday to preside over
two signature events on
counter-terrorism and re-
formed multilateralism
being held under India’s
current Presidency of the
UN Security Council, be-
fore the curtains come

down this month on the
country’s two-year tenure
as an elected member of
the powerful 15-nation.

“A warm meeting with
UN Secretary-General
@antonioguterres. Valued
his insights on UNSC re-

form and the Ukraine con-
flict. Exchanged views on
working together during
India’s G20 Presidency,”
Jaishankar tweeted.
Guterres briefed the UN
Security Council’s open de-
bate on Maintenance of

International Peace and
Security: New Orientation
for Reformed
Multilateralism’ presided
over by Jaishankar on
Wednesday. Earlier,
Jaishankar, Guterres and
President of the 77th ses-
sion of the General
Assembly Csaba Korosi un-
veiled a bust of Mahatma
Gandhi that has been in-
stalled in the North Lawns
of the UN Headquarters.
Jaishankar also held bilat-
eral meetings on the side-
lines of the Council debate.
“Good to meet FM
@AraratMirzoyan of
Armenia. Thank him for
participating in the UNSC
open debate on NORMS,”
Jaishankar said in a tweet,
referring to the New
Orientation for a Reformed
Multilateral System.

EAM Jaishankar discusses India’s G20 Presidency with UN chief Guterres

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with United Nations Secretary General António
Guterres and United Nations General Assembly President Csaba Korösi unveils a bust of
Mahatma Gandhi at the UN Headquarters, in New York, USA. 

Home-grown supply operation outfits Ukraine’s women soldiers

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  1155  ((AAPP))::

China’s government has
removed a Chinese consul gen-
eral and five of his staff follow-
ing the assault on a Hong Kong
pro-democracy protester at
the Chinese consulate in
Manchester, Britain’s foreign
secretary said on Thursday.

James Cleverly said British
police wanted to question the
six officials over the assault on
protester Bob Chan, who said
masked men came out from
the consulate building during a
peaceful protest in October,
dragged him into the consulate
grounds and beat him up.
Police said officers at the
scene had to intervene and
remove Chan, who suffered
injuries to his face and back.

Cleverly said Britain’s
Foreign Office requested
Beijing waive the diplomatic
immunity of the six officials to
allow police investigating the
matter to question them.

“In response, the Chinese
Embassy, acting on instruc-
tions from Beijing, notified His
Majesty’s Government that the
functions of the Consul
General in Manchester have
come to an end and he has
returned to China,” Cleverly

said. He added that the other
staff have “either left the
United Kingdom or will shortly
do so.” Chan welcomed
Thursday’s development in a
statement. “It has been two
months since I was attacked in
Manchester by staff members
of the Chinese Consulate,” he
said. “What happened on 16
October 2022 was unaccept-
able and illegal, and the with-
drawal of these Chinese diplo-
mats gives me a sense of clo-
sure.” The incident, which was
captured on video, had

increased tensions between
Britain and China. China’s for-
eign ministry maintained that
Chan had illegally entered the
consulate, and that Chinese
diplomatic staff have the right
to maintain security on their
premises.  Hong Kong is a for-
mer British colony and Britain
has offered residency to tens
of thousands of the city’s resi-
dents since a sweeping crack-
down on civil and political
rights there following a wave
of anti-Beijing protests in
2019.

China removes 6 diplomats from
UK after protester assaulted

India slams 
Pak for raking

up Kashmir
issue in UN

United Nations,Dec 15 (PTI):

India strongly hit back at
Pakistan after it raised the
Kashmir issue in the UN
Security Council, assert-
ing that a country that
hosted slain al-Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden
and attacked a neighbour-
ing Parliament does not
have the credentials to
“sermonize” in the power
UN organ.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said the credibility of the
UN depends on its effec-
tive response to the key
challenges of our times, be
it pandemics, climate
change, conflicts or terror-
ism.

“We are obviously fo-
cused today on the ur-
gency of reforming multi-
lateralism. We will natu-
rally have our particular
views, but there is a grow-
ing convergence at least
that this cannot be delayed
any further,” said
Jaishankar, who is chair-
ing India’s signature event
on reformed multilateral-
ism.

“While we search for the
best solutions, what our
discourse must never ac-
cept is the normalisation
of such threats. The ques-
tion of justifying what the
world regards as unaccept-
able should not even arise.
That certainly applies to
state sponsorship of cross-
border terrorism. Nor can
hosting Osama bin Laden
and attacking a neigh-
bouring Parliament serve
as credentials to sermo-
nize before this Council,”
he said.

Jaishankar arrived here
Tuesday to preside over
two signature events on
counter-terrorism and re-
formed multilateralism
being held under India’s
current Presidency of the
UN Security Council, be-
fore the curtains come
down this month on the
country’s two-year tenure
as an elected member of
the powerful 15-nation.

His strong remarks
came after Pakistan
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto raised the Kashmir
issue while speaking in
the Council debate on re-
formed multilateralism.

S ari, a distinctive un-
stitched draped clothing

item certainly holds a special
place in every Indian woman’s
closet. The classic attire
donned since antiquity contin-
ues to thrive in modern India
with subtle modifications
adapting to changing women
preferences and their
lifestyles. There are different
sentiments attached to a sari
for a wearer, playing a signifi-
cant role at different phases of
a woman’s life. In urban India,
the sari signifies the transition
from adolescence to adulthood
when a young adult looks for-
ward to draping a sari on her
school farewell. The sari is an
important part of a young
bride’s trousseau, and is also
gifted on procreation. The
handcrafted luxurious saris
are preserved for their memo-
ries and emotional connect as
heirlooms that are passed on
from grandmothers to moth-
ers to daughters. The smartly
draped sari is also recognized
as a typical uniform for
women employed in the hospi-

tality, aviation, healthcare and
other industries across India,
conveying preciseness, effi-
ciency and elegance. Sari,
symbolic of Indian culture,
traditions and values is also
the preferred attire for the po-
litical women leaders. The ver-
satile sari embodies different
avatars: power and sophistica-
tion, sensuous and captivat-
ing, dignified and modest, and
heritage and culture.

The word ‘sari’ originates
from the south-western
Dravidian word sire. Other in-
digenous names for the sari in-
clude pudava in Kerala, selai
in Tamil Nadu, lugda in
Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Madhya Pradesh, lugdi in
Uttar Pradesh, saarhi in
Orissa, among others. The sari
is a rectangular length of fab-
ric with its measurements
ranging from 4 to 9 yards along
the length and about a yard
widthwise. Due to its seamless
quality, the sari conforms to
the principles of purity laid
down by Hindu culture.

The fluid sari is available in
an array of fabrics and tex-
tures and draped in a variety
of styles, which have originat-
ed from different states of
India. The saris of India can
be categorized according to the
production technique specific
to a particular region. There
are a range of traditional saris
that are hand-woven, embroi-
dered, resist-dyed or printed.
There are exquisite handloom
saris like Benaras brocades
from Uttar Pradesh, Jamdani

from West Bengal,
Kanjeevarams from Tamil
Nadu, Paithani from
Maharashtra, Ashavali from
Gujarat, Chanderi and
Maheshwari from Madhya
Pradesh, to name a few. Some
of the embroidered saris in-
clude Chikankari from Uttar
Pradesh, Kantha from West
Bengal, and Ilkal Kasuti sari
from Karnatakaa. The intri-
cate resist-dyed saris ranging
from yarn resist-dyed like
Patola from Gujarat, Bandhas
from Odisha, Pochampalli
from Andhra Pradesh to fabric
resist-dyed saris like the
Bandhanis from Rajasthan
and Gujarat are fascinating. A
variety of block printed saris
from regions like Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat and Rajasthan add to
the extensive list of this
draped garment.

It is interesting to observed
different sari styles and drap-
ing methods emanating from a
multitude of regional, ethnic
and tribal communities across
India. The rectangular sari de-
marcated into three sections,
the field, lengthwise borders
and the end-piece, when
draped in a variety of ways,
spectacularly transforms the
two-dimensional fabric into a
structured garment. A well
known French anthropologist,
Chantal Boulanger has cata-
logued more than 100 different
sari drapes prevalent in India.
Some of the popular draping
styles include the nivi with
pleats tucked in the front and

end-piece pleated and draped
over the left shoulder and
hanging down at the back;
Maharashtran kachchha style
with hind pleats creating a
forked trouser-like effect;
Northern style with the end-
piece draped from the back to
front, covering the chest, and
the Dravidian style with a
pleated flounce around the
waist. Rta Kapur Chishti, a
textile historian has mastered
the art of draping a sari in 108
different ways making it ap-
pear like a gown, skirt or
palazzos-like silhouette in
order to attract the younger
generation to don the 
classic sari.

The journey of the sari from
a traditional dress to a chic
garment is visible with a
plethora of saris created by
Indian couturiers who have ex-
perimented with the fabric,
value-addition, style of drap-
ing and the accompanying
blouse. There is a lot of scope
to experiment with the rectan-
gular piece of cloth, and the
dramatic changes have in-
stilled interest in the younger
generation who are comfort-
able in a sari and are creating
their own style statements.
Amalgamating tradition and
modernity, the sari will re-
main timeless and an iconic
Indian attire for the world.

(Writer is from Textile
Design, National Institute of

Fashion Technology,
Ministry of Textiles, Govt.

of India)
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Invasive Alien Species
has to be restrained
Invasive alien species (IAS)

are animals, plants, fungi, and
microorganisms that have en-
tered and established them-
selves outside of their natural
habitat. IAS have devastating
effects on native plant and ani-
mal life, causing native species
to decline or even extinction
and negatively affecting
ecosystems.With increased
transportation of goods and
travel, the global economy has
facilitated the introduction of
alien species over long dis-
tances and beyond natural
boundaries.Global warming
which results in Climate
change, habitat destruction,
and pollution can amplify the
negative effects of these
species on biodiversity. As per
research IAS have been re-
sponsible for nearly 50% of all
animal extinctions since the
last two centuries where the
cause is known.Meanwhile,
environmental losses from in-
troduced pests are estimated to
exceed US$200 billion per year
in, Germany,France,Russia,
Australia, Brazil,India, South
Africa, the United Kingdom,
and United States.IAS is a
global problem that necessi-
tates international collabora-
tion and action. Preventing in-
ternational movement of
these species and detecting
them quickly at borders is less
expensive than control and
eradication.

Vijaykumar H K, Raichur,
Karnataka

Martial arts as a 
discipline in schools

and colleges
We all know that India is the

birthplace of martial arts like
Kalaripayattu and Sarit Sarak
but the social institutions have
failed to include these martial
arts in their system of things.
There is a common perception
in Indian households that one
learns martial arts to fight
with others. Martial arts not
only add to physical well-being
but also act as self-defense
against bullying and ragging.
Martial arts also help to keep
people calm in difficult situa-
tions so that they can cope
with problems with a cool
mindset. Recently a ragging
incident at Dibrugarh
University rocked Assam
where a student tried to end
his life in order to get rid of
the bullies. If he would have
been trained in martial arts he
would not have had to go
through all the pain. So, this is
a humble request to all the
state governments in the coun-
try to include martial arts in
schools and colleges as a prop-
er discipline and not an add-on
course so that students can
reap benefits from the course
and also to make themselves
ready for any unseen danger
lurking in their future.

Noopur Baruah,Tezpur
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Border Security force (BSF) personnel patrol near the India-Pakistan border at Samba on the outskirts of Jammu, Thursday, Dec. 15.

BSF PATROLLING AT BORDER

I ndo-China conflict is not new as despite best efforts of India time
and again to act as a good neighbour with China have ended up in

deceit and confrontation. The expansionist agenda of China is major bottle
neck between the relations of two countries. It can be gauged from the
fact that while India’s border with China in official documents is 3,488 kms
but China shows only 2,000 kms as it considers Askai Chin and many other
places as its territory. Except middle sector border of Himachal and
Uttarakhand with China, Western sector and Eastern sector have many
disputes. Western sector is of Ladakh to Tibet to Kunlum mountain range
to Karakoram Pass, authentic 1842 Treaty signed by Maharaja Gulab
Singh, Lama Gurusahib of Lhasa and representative of than Chinese
Emperor, further modified in 1897 as Johnson-Ardgah line, is basis of
India’s claim on Aksai Chin being successor of British India and China in its
official documents accepted even after independence. Rest is history how
Pakistan-China collusively developed Karakoram highway and now CPEC
corridor with numerous new settlements. On Eastern sector Sikkim and
Arunachal Pardesh have Bhutan as buffer, Sikkim has only 220 km border
but faced Chinese aggression in 1962 war and Nathula-Chola conflicts, but
more or less normal after it joined India in 1975 and India restored its am-
bassadorial relationship in 1976 with China and 2003 mutual agreement by
which China accepted Sikkim as Indian part and India accepting Tibet
being part of China. China keeps on pricking Bhutan also, Doklam standoff
this year itself. Arunachal Pardesh has seen establishment of Wangdung
camp on Indian soil. The last flash point being LAC aggression in Ladakh
with China refusing to go back to April-May 2020 positions like it did in
1962 war. Year 2020 saw multiple clashes including Galwan and Indian oc-
cupation of Kailash ranges and subsequent sixteen rounds of talks to de-
escalate Galwan valley, Pangong Tso North, Gogra, Hot springs but
Depsang plains and Demchok remains hot between two countries with
China agreeing at one time and changing its stance after some time. Inch
by inch encroachment is the official policy of China. More recent being
Twang episode, another attempt to dislodge Indian soldiers and then
claiming it as their land. Construction of parallel highway all along Tibet
and Aksai Chin, building bunkers and ammunition dump are aggressive,
unacceptable Chinese posturing, totally disregarding the previous agree-
ments. Now the latest skirmish at Tawang, same attempt to repeat Galwan
valley episode with barbed baseball bats and other weapons. Once again
brave Indian Army made PLA retreat. This is not going to work this time as
in last two years, under present GoI, India has made leaps and bound
progress in upgrading infra. Many ALGs already built, capacity building for
all weather tank bunkers and drinking water arrangement in sub-zero
temp, building all weather roads on war footing all along the border, sta-
tioning fighter aircrafts and making permanent arrangements for troops in
thousands and easy maneuverability in shortest possible time is the order
of today. It is no more 1962’s India and Indian troops are capable of de-
fending every inch of Indian territory. Indian Forces have unblemished
proven track record, as and when required they have not hesitated in of-
fering supreme sacrifices to safeguard Indian interests/assets and present
GoI is providing every logistic support , shortcomings, if any, are being
taken care of. China has been time and again violated mutual agreements
and PLA soldiers using barbed baseball bats against all war conventions.
India has emerged on world forum under present regime which has not
gone well with Chinese regime. India is also emerging as main alternative
manufacturing hub as all major manufacturing companies are looking to
move out of China due to its dominating policies. And the last one is recent
COVID-19 lockdown troubles in China, to divert attention of domestic pub-
lic and international audience it has once again tried another cowardly act
but failed again. It’s time for all political parties to rally behind
Government, whole nation stands united at this hour against China.

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit

16 December, is celebrated as the 51st anniversary of the 1971
India–Pakistan war, the first war after World War-II that the

Indian Army won conclusively. This day marks a glorious chapter in India’s
history. The day marks the anniversary of military victory of Indian forces
over Pakistan in Indo-Pakistani War of 1971. India's victory over Pakistan
in the Indo-Pakistani war of 1971 is celebrated as Vijay Diwas. The war be-
tween India and Pakistan started when Pakistan launched air strikes on 11
Indian air bases. In retaliation to this attack, former Indian Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi ordered the Indian army to launch war against Pakistan,
which India won after fighting for 13 days, resulting in the birth of
Bangladesh. On December 16, 1971, around 93,000 Pakistani soldiers had
accepted their defeat by raising white flags before surrendering to the
Indian Army.  We won because we had the willpower and faith, which led
us to victory. India will never forget the fearlessness with which our coura-
geous soldiers gave a befitting and unforgettable reply to the intruders.
The Indo-Pakistani war of 1971 which began on December 3 lasted for 13
days and officially ended on December 16, after which Pakistan surren-
dered to India. Kudos to all Indians and Bangladeshis on this day and
salute all the martyers of 1971 and all other wars from both sides. The
Indian Army changed the course of history with its undeterred courage,
dedication and professionalism, bringing glory and honour to the Nation. It
was the first major victory for a young Indian democracy and helped
strengthen the confidence of the leadership and population. The Indian
Army quickly responded to the Pakistan Army's movements in the west
and captured around 15,010 kilometres of Pakistan territory.  It was on this
day in 1971, that a declaration of ceasefire was brought into force ending
the Indo-Pak War and resulting in the birth of the sovereign country of
Bangladesh. In this war Indian Army fought as the alliance of Bangladesh’s
military Mukti Bahini. As the result of this war, East Pakistan emerged as
an independent nation with the name Bangladesh. The end of the war also
resulted in the unilateral surrender of the Pakistan Army and the subse-
quent formation of the independent nation of Bangladesh. This historic
victory signifies a unique and unparalleled feat wherein our forces fought
selflessly for a just and noble cause: the liberation of the people of erst-
while East Pakistan and the creation of an independent Bangladesh. After
India’s independence, Pakistan was formed in two territories, east and
west Pakistan. The Bengalis in the east were highly discriminated and
their Bengali language wasn’t accepted. There were economic disparities
between the two regions, and the power helmed by west Pakistan had cre-
ated tensions. There are several reasons for bringing back the victory in
the ’71 war into public discourse. It is not only because it was a victory and
our armed forces need to be celebrated. Let us not forget the lesson that a
nation that ignores its army cannot afford peace.  We respect our soldiers.
The courage with which all brave hearts fought the 1971 war, is remem-
bered by everyone. Both India and Bangladesh place a high value on Vijay
Diwas. It's a day set aside to honour the heroic deeds of those who have
given their lives to save ours. It is essential that we salute our heroes. We
feel secure in our homes because of our armed forces and this is an occa-
sion to remember their courage and sacrifice. Today, if our country is safe
and independent, it is because of their efforts. Let us pay tributes to the
martyrs who laid down their lives for the nation. We should never forget
the sacrifices they made for us.

A tribute to the 
martyrs of India

Expansionist China’s
Agression

The Iconic Sari

Dr. Chintan Vaishnav

S tartups have become
the engine for innova-

tion-fueled economic recov-
ery, reorientation, and
growth while building a dis-
tributed yet collective fu-
ture in alignment with each
nation’s evolving needs and
value system. The global
startup economy is worth
nearly $3 trillion  out of the
total world economy of
~$90 trillion and is growing
exponentially.

The role of startups in
driving innovation that re-
sponds to the rapidly
changing global scenario
has been starkly evident
during the pandemic, not
only contributing to saving
lives, but also leading the
way back to economic vital-
ity. Increasingly, startups
are offering platforms and
tools to foster collaboration
and innovation across bor-
ders, assisting economies
in achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals. Thus, they play a key
role across the world in
terms of job creation, tech-

nological advancement,
long-term growth, and cri-
sis management.

The Startup-20
Engagement Group, initiat-
ed under India’s presidency
of G20 in 2023, aspires to
create a global narrative for
supporting startups and en-
abling synergies between
startups, corporates, in-
vestors, innovation agen-
cies and other key ecosys-
tem stakeholders. India’s
startup ecosystem stands
today as the world’s third
largest, with 107  unicorns,
more than 83,000 recog-
nised startups, and an ever-
expanding innovation
ecosystem to support them.

Via the newly initiated
Startup-20 Engagement
Group, India aspires to help
the world develop an inclu-
sive framework to support
innovative startups
through strategic collabora-
tion across the G20 nations.
While each of the G20 na-
tions is building its startup
ecosystem internally, this
group will work together to
enable startup financing
models and bring coher-
ence and co-creation, espe-

cially for sectors of global
importance. For the incep-
tion year of this
Engagement Group, India
has identified three com-
mon pillars:

1. Foundations and
Alliances: There are
multiple definitions of
startups and their work
throughout the G20
economies, through the
first pillar, consensus-
based definitions and
terminology will be as-
sessed to prepare a
Handbook for Startups
to solidify the founda-
tion of Startup20.
Moreover, this pillar
also aims to generate
frameworks and encour-
age cross-country col-
laboration to give rise to
global alliances among
stakeholders of the
startup ecosystem in the
G20 economies.

2. Finance: The second
pillar will focus on poli-
cies and frameworks to
ease startup financing
and create a supportive
environment by provid-
ing networking and

pitching opportunities.
3. Inclusiveness and

Sustainability: The
third pillar will concen-
trate on setting up
mechanisms to acceler-
ate startups addressing
critical SDG gaps or rep-
resenting groups whose
inclusion requires spe-
cial focus (e.g. women
entrepreneurs, PwD in-
dividuals) — in sectors
of common interest of
all other nations.

Startup 20 envisions host-
ing events and sessions to
achieve its mandate of de-
veloping the startup ecosys-
tem across the G20 nations.
These activities will span
over six events, starting
with the opening event on
January 28, 2023 (at
Hyderabad) and the
Summit on July 3, 2023 (at
Gurugram). There are mul-
tiple intervening events
proposed in different parts
of India as well. In addition,
a large startup showcase is
envisioned to exhibit
India's startup ecosystem to
the world.

Through this
Engagement group, the offi-

cial policy communique
that captures the recom-
mendations commonly
agreed to by the G20 na-
tions will be compiled and
presented. In addition, sev-
eral publications on the
guidelines, best practices,
frameworks, and strategic
recommendations that re-
sult from the above interac-
tions will also be procured.
Further, India also aspires
to create a ‘Global
Innovation Hub’ capable of
anchoring such activities
and results from this en-
gagement.

Through the G20 presi-
dency, India envisions
bringing to the world the
spirit of One Earth, One
Family, One Future. In the
same spirit, the Startup 20
Engagement Group aspires
to create and sustain a glob-
al narrative for supporting
startups and making them
a part of our collective fu-
ture through inclusive and
diverse participation.

( Writer is Mission
Director, Atal Innovation

Mission, and Chair of
Startup20)

Bringing Startups to the Forefront of G20 Nations’ Economic Agenda 
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5G services 

New Delhi/Ujjain:
Madhya Pradesh chief
minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan
launched Jio 5G serv-
ices at the holy shrine
of Mahakaleshwar
Jyotirlinga and the
Shri Mahakaal
Mahalok, the compa-
ny said on Wednesday.
The chief minister
said that in less than
30 days Indore will
also go live with the
Jio True 5G network,
according to the state-
ment issued by Jio.
"The Mahakaleshwar
temple and Shri
Mahakaal Mahalok is
a religious landmark
in Ujjain. Lakhs of
devotees from across
the country and the
world visit the shrine
daily to seek blessings
of Lord Shiva. The
launch is an impor-
tant milestone for MP
and its people who will
benefit immensely by
Jio's True 5G servic-
es," Chouhan said.

Oxygen plant 
Nagpur: French com-
pany Air Liquide has
inaugurated its new
oxygen plant and
cylinder filling station
here. Air Liquide
India has inaugurated
its new oxygen plant
(air separation unit)
and cylinder filling
station (CFS) in MIDC
Butibori, Nagpur,
Maharashtra, mark-
ing the start of com-
mercial operations
here, the company
said in a release. The
new air separation
unit (ASU), the
group's fifth in India,
has a production ca-
pacity of 70 tonnes per
day and fills 3,000
cylinders per day. The
plant will support
small and medium-
sized customers of liq-
uid and packaged
gases, including
healthcare facilities
and other industries
in the region, it added.

Innovation 
promotion 

Mumbai: Reserve
Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday assured fi-
nancial technology
companies (fintech)
that the central bank
will continue to adopt
a participative and
consultative approach
to facilitate innovation
in the financial sector.
The governor held a
meeting with select
fintech entities, includ-
ing AgriTechs, and
some of their associa-
tions, the RBI said in a
statement. Das advised
fintechs to pay close at-
tention to governance,
business conduct, data
protection, customer
centricity, regulatory
compliance and risk
mitigation frame-
works. "The Governor
reiterated that the RBI
will continue to adopt
a participative and
consultative approach
for facilitating innova-
tions in the financial
sector," the RBI said. In
his introductory re-
marks, Das stated that
FinTech initiatives
and start-ups are im-
portant segments of
aspirational India.

IPO LAUNCH

KFin Technologies’ Sreekanth Nadella, MD and CEO, Vivek Mathur, CFO, Amit Murarka, Head, Global Business
(M&A), with other bankers at an event to launch the KFin IPO, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

The government on
Thursday said it will take
steps to support farmers
for increasing pulses pro-
duction and also stream-
line imports as part of its
objective to make available
the products at affordable
rates.

The Department of
Consumer Affairs will
take all necessary steps re-
quired to support Indian
farmers to produce more
pulses, according to an of-
ficial statement. Importers
will also be supported for
seamless imports of puls-
es so that the pulses are
available to the consumers

at affordable prices,
throughout 2023, said
Rohit Kumar Singh,
Secretary Department of
Consumer Affairs during
a meeting with pulses as-
sociations. Further, Singh

reiterated the importance
of both domestic produc-
tion and the imports of
pulses especially Tur,
Urad and Masoor. "Global
availability in the coming
year is expected to be bet-
ter with increase in pro-
duction expected from
Myanmar, where arrivals
have started and pulses
sowing intentions in
African countries indicat-
ing increase in area cover-
age under pulses, which
will be available from
August 2023 onwards. This
will keep the consistent
flow of pulses imports and
can address concerns re-
lated to availability," the
statement said.

Govt to support
farmers to produce
more pulses: Govt

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Thursday inaugurated Air
India's direct flight be-
tween Mumbai and San
Francisco. The flight will
be operated thrice a week.
Currently, Air India oper-
ates services from Mumbai
to Newark. After San
Francisco, the airline plans
to connect Mumbai with
New York next year. After
inaugurating the flight,
Scindia said the country's
civil aviation sector is on
the cusp of transformation
and boom. "We need to
push further, stronger,
faster," the minister said
here. The event was held
virtually, with ministers
and officials joining from
Delhi and Mumbai. Air
India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the Mumbai-San

Francisco service is a sig-
nificant step forward in the
journey of the new Air
India. "It is a significant
milestone in restoring a
major Air India long haul
hub in the city of
Mumbai."

According to him, the
carrier will be starting
non-stop flights from
Mumbai to New York,
Paris and Frankfurt in
early 2023. Maharashtra
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde said the state is
doing airport expansion
work and plans to develop
helipads in every talukas to
increase air connectivity.
He also said 1,50,988 trav-

ellers transited through
Mumbai airport in 24
hours on December 10.
Wilson and Shinde joined
the event virtually from
Mumbai, while Scindia
and other officials were in
the national capital. After
the Tata group took over
the loss-making Air India
in January this year, the
airline has been working
on expanding its services
and fleet. Last month, Air
India Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the airline will in-
crease its market share to
30 per cent in domestic and
international routes.

Scindia inaugurates Air India’s
Mumbai-San Francisco direct flight

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Hyundai Motor India Ltd on
Thursday said it will increase
prices of its vehicles across
models from next month citing
rising input cost. The company
joins the likes of market leader
Maruti Suzuki India, Tata
Motors, Mercedes-Benz, Audi,
Renault, Kia India and MG
Motor, who have also made
the year-end announcements
to hike prices from next month
to partially offset the impact of
rising input costs. In a state-

ment, Hyundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL) said, "The company
has continued to absorb rising
costs, however (it) will now
pass on a part of the input cost
increase through a revision in
prices across its model range."
New prices for HMIL model
range come into effect from
January 2023, it said but did
not elaborate the quantum of
the proposed price hike.  HMIL
said it will "continue to make
consistent internal efforts to
minimise price impact to cus-
tomers". 

Hyundai to hike vehicle
prices from January

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

The issue of crowding at
airports, particularly Delhi
and Mumbai, was dis-
cussed threadbare at a
meeting chaired by Union
Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla here on Thursday, of-
ficials said. Bhalla con-
vened the meeting to dis-
cuss with stakeholders con-
tinuous complaints from
passengers the rush at the
entry gates, luggage drop-
ping, and security check
areas. The meeting dis-
cussed the issue of crowd-
ing and how to fix the prob-
lems faced by the passen-
gers, an official said.
Representatives of key
stakeholders such as the
Civil Aviation Ministry,
CISF, and Bureau of
Immigration attended the
meeting, an official said.
Over the last two weeks,
passengers have been post-
ing pictures and videos of

long queues and crowding
at the IGI in Delhi and the
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport in Mumbai prompt-
ing authorities to take note
and asking airlines and air-
port operators to ease the
traffic. The Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) has formed a pool of
more than 100 personnel to
man additional security
counters expected to be
handed over to it to ease the
congestion at large airports
of Delhi and Mumbai, offi-
cial sources said.

Union home secretary
reviews crowding at airports

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium, unveils its
Sustainable Development
(SD) Report for FY 2021-22,
titled ‘Accelerating to Net
Zero’, on National Energy
Conservation Day. The re-
port encapsulates the com-
pany’s performance across
key dimensions of sustain-
ability, such as economic
performance, supply chain
management, climate
change & energy manage-
ment, air quality & emis-
sions control, water man-
agement, biodiversity man-
agement, waste to wealth,
safety, health & wellbeing,
people excellence, commu-

nity welfare, etc. Vedanta
Aluminium has also
launched its maiden report
on climate change, titled
‘Road to Net Zero Carbon’,
aligned to the Taskforce for
Climate-related Financial
Disclosures or the TCFD
framework. Through the
report, the company aims
to inform its stakeholders
about business-related op-
portunities, climate man-
agement strategies, com-
mitment and performance,
in the context of climate
change. Both reports can
be accessed on the compa-
ny’s website:
https://vedantaalumini-
um.com/sustainability/su
stainability-report/

Launching the reports,
Mr Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Ltd. said, “We are
pleased to launch the
Sustainable Development

Report and TCFD Report of
Vedanta Aluminium for FY
2021-22, both of which high-
light the progress in our cli-
mate action endeavours.
We are on a mission to
align incentives of growth
with imperatives for the
planet.

Our determination to
build a Net Zero climate-re-
silient aluminium business
is equally matched by our
commitment to improve the
quality of lives of those
around us, with the knowl-
edge that both are contin-
gent on the environment.
And therefore, we have re-
designed our ESG
(Environmental, Social &
Governance) roadmap with
2030 and 2050 milestone tar-
gets, with a focus on in-
creasing renewable energy
consumption, carbon reduc-
tion, water conservation
and waste utilization.”

Vedanta Aluminium unveils
‘Accelerating to Net Zero’

̈ Sustainable
Development
Report for FY2022

Hyderabad, Dec 15: 

NMDC releases
Standard Bidding
Document for Turnkey
Works today at its Head
Office in Hyderabad. The
mining major has ambi-
tious and capital intensive
Projects lined up and this
Standard Bidding
Document will ensure
greater efficiency in
awarding, executing and
monitoring contracts.

NMDC has reviewed its
existing Standard Bidding
Document and updated it
with best practices adopt-
ed across the industry. The
Standard Bidding
Document makes Project
Management and
Monitoring, Scheduling of
Work, Price Evaluation,
Payment Advice, Flagging

of Issues and Dispute
Resolution simpler and
easier, thereby enhancing
ease of doing business
with NMDC.

The CPSE has prepared
a comprehensive and all-
encompassing document
that would serve as a
model for all its turnkey
projects. Enabling geo-tag-
ging of milestones, this
initiative will boost the
digital environment at

NMDC. Commenting on
the release, Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC said, "The
Standard Bidding
Document will help
NMDC retain and comply
with 4 axioms of Public
Procurement -
Transparency, Equity,
Fairness, and
Competitiveness. With
this kind of document in
place, NMDC will become
a global entity that the

world will aspire to work
with." "The initiative to re-
lease the Standard
Bidding Document comes
at a crucial business point
for NMDC. It will reduce
the preparation time of
tender documents and en-
hance confidence and
comfort levels of the bid-
ders" said Dilip Kumar
Mohanty, Director
(Production), NMDC.

Speaking about the doc-
ument, Somnath Nandi,
Director (Technical) said,
"The Standard Bidding
Document will ease our
exercise for tenders and
contracts and also im-
prove efficiency and deci-
sion-making process in the
organization. This ap-
proach will reduce time in
awarding contracts and is
to be followed judiciously."

NMDC releases standard bidding
document for turnkey works

Hyderabad, Dec 15: 

Corteva Agriscience, a
global pure-play agricul-
ture company, launched its
Novixid herbicide to man-
age weeds in rice fields.
The product’s fast-acting
formula ensures healthy
crop by minimizing crop
weed competition result-
ing in increased productiv-
ity and farmer profitabili-
ty.

Rice growers face many
challenges, and weeds
present a significant chal-
lenge as they compete for
the same nutrition and re-
sources young rice plants
need. The Novixid rice
herbicide’s unique combi-
nation of Rinskor active
has proven very beneficial
in weed management. The
product effectively con-

trols weeds that are toler-
ant to ALS (Acetolactate
synthase), ACCase (
Acetyl- coenzyme A car-
boxylase), and HPPD (
Hydroxyphenylpyruvate
dioxygenase) HPPD in-
hibitor herbicides as well.
It also has a favourable

toxicology and ecotoxicol-
ogy profile which benefits
soil health and the envi-
ronment. This makes
Novixid a distinctive prod-
uct which performs across
variable conditions and
water management envi-
ronments effectively.

Mumbai, Dec 15: 

You know it’s time to un-
wind, chill and plan those
year-end get-togethers
with friends and family as
December makes way!
Adding to the year-end
vibe, KFC introduces the
all-new Celebration
Bucket. True to its name,
the Celebration Bucket
gives you another reason
to celebrate– bucket full of
finger lickin’ good food at
mind-blowing prices –
promising to make those
December parties all the
more special and indul-
gent. With something for
everyone, Celebration
Bucket offers a big spread
– 6 pieces of Hot & Crispy
Chicken, 3 Boneless
Chicken Strips, 3 Hot
Wings, 4 Dips, 2 Regular

Fries and 2 Pepsi–starting
at an unbelievable price of
just Rs 849. So as you get-
set to plan those cosy get-
togethers or vibey year-
end parties with friends &
fam jam, enjoy this unbe-
lievably crunchy and
abundant spread and save
upto 30% off, from
December 15th till
January 4th 2023.

Like all things KFC, the
Celebration Bucket too
comes with the added as-
surance of KFC’s 5X
Safety Promise, offering
the signature taste of KFC
with the assurance of
heighted food safety & hy-
giene. So, plan those pend-
ing get-togethers with
yourloved ones and get
into a celebratory mood-
with KFC’s abundant
Celebration Bucket.

Corteva Agriscience launches Novixid
herbicide to manage weeds in rice fields

New Delhi, Dec 15: 

Godawari Electric Motors
Pvt Ltd (eblu) is planning its
foray into the electric three-
wheeler space soon with the
complete vehicle body pan-
els made of DCPD material.
DCPD is the latest plastic
technology and offers a wide
range of benefits. Recently,
the company has also re-
ceived the patentfor the
DCPD Material. The materi-
al is impact resistant and
has been referred to as “vir-
tually unbreakable” making
the vehicle strong enough to
work during harsh condi-
tions. Through various
tests, it has been tested that
the material functions ex-
ceptionally well after heavy
or repeated impacts, in ex-
tremely hot temperatures
and even after exposure to a
variety of chemicals. DCPD

is rust-proof material and
gives the vehicle a car-like
paint finish. The main bene-
fit of DCPD isit gives the ve-
hicle long life and superior
fit and finish.

Godawari Electric Motors
is planning to roll out the
electric three-wheeler in
December from its upcom-
ing manufacturing facility
in Raipur. The company is
also looking to expand its
lineupand will be launching
an e-cycle, e-scooter and e-
loader by end of this finan-
cial year. The company had
announced last year that it
will be investing up to Rs 150
crore for setting up an EV
manufacturing plant in
Raipur. The company’s man-
ufacturing plant is going to
be inaugurated in the next
quarter as the company
plans its foray into the EV
retail space.

GEMPL recevies patent
for DCPD material

KFC introduces all-new
Celebration Bucket

Pan India Star Pooja Hedge has
proved her acting skills

across industries. The actor who
is gearing up for the release of
her comedy-drama film, Cirkus
opposite Ranveer Singh was
recently spotted singing a reli-
gious song on a Marathi reality
show "Chala Hawa Yeu Dya". The

actor was quizzed by the host
on whether she knows to speak
in Marathi, and that's when
she surprised everyone by
singing the religious Marathi

song "Dehachi Tijori". Marathi
Actor Swwapnil Joshi who was
also present in the audience
didn't shy away from giving
the actor a standing ova-

tion.
Pooja will be ending the

year 2022  on a good
note with Rohit Shetty's
Cirkus, after delivering
multiple releases. She
is playing the love
interest to one of
the identical twins
played by Ranveer
Singh in the
movie.
Pooja Hegde

has a busy
next year
with Kisi Ka
Bhai Kisi Ki
Jaan star-
ring

Salman
Khan,
SSMB28

and a few
more unan-

nounced projects.

ACROSS

1. Pincer

5. Variety

9. Confess

14. Animal skin

15. Not shut

16. Rent contract

17. Secondhand

18. Limited

20. "The Texas Chainsaw ____"

22. Lessens

23. Steak, e.g.

24. Zero

25. Filled pastry

29. Approvals

30. Petrol

33. Cleaned (clothes)

36. Jog

37. Pocket fluff

38. Tears apart

40. "The Way We ____"

41. Important times

42. Colleague

44. And not

45. That gal

47. Leased car

48. Earl Grey, e.g.

49. Like some tea

51. Smudges

54. Nearly a score

59. Commit (a crime)

61. Rant and ____

62. Zodiac ram

63. Washington bills

64. For all time

65. Poor

66. Cots

67. Gambling game

DOWN

1. Buddy

2. ____ Kudrow of "Friends"

3. Citrus drinks

4. Marries

5. Wizard

6. "Aida," for one

7. Adjust again

8. Explosive inits.

9. Legal excuses

10. Sticker

11. Damon or Dillon

12. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)

13. Williams and Koppel

19. Military status

21. In the center of

25. Actress ____ Burstyn

26. Egypt's capital

27. Of the moon

28. Picnic intruders

29. Probabilities

30. Excellent

31. Major artery

32. Stainless ____

34. "____ Window"

35. 14th letters

36. Duplicate

39. Pain

43. Relinquish

45. Religious dissent

46. "____ of Eden"

48. Recorded

49. Silly

50. Used footnotes

51. Reach across

52. Simple

53. Buffalo's lake

55. Difficult journey

56. Roof projection

57. Uniform

58. Roman tyrant

60. Stick up
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Pooja 
surprises
audience
with her
singing 
talent

Sweta Sinha 

R
ecently, at the Breen Center for
the Performing Arts in
Cleveland, Ohio, Anga Kala

Kathak Academy and Arts Without
Borders put up a brilliant and very suc-
cessful in-house dance production called
Yatra-the journey. The event was a culmina-
tion of a four-year, long and patient wait and
came together through the robust and en-
thusiastic collaboration of a whole commu-
nity of students, parents, professionals and
volunteers from all walks of life. Pandit
Divang Vakil, one of Antaraji's Gurus was
present to bless the performers and grace
the occasion.

The dances were presented in two parts
with an intermission between them. The
first part mostly celebrated and showcased
the talent and hard work of students at dif-
ferent levels of training under "Antara
Datta". In the second half, Guru Antara
Datta enthralled and mesmerized the audi-
ence by presenting a varied palette of per-
formances displaying a complex equation of
rhythm and a mastery of technique and ex-
pression.

Her solo performances titled Gauri Suta
and Taal and Laya Vidhi were a tight inter-
play between her and the three highly ac-
complished musicians on stage - Mike
Lukshis on the Tabla, Hans Utter on the
Sitar and Ariban Bhattacharya, the melliflu-
ous vocalist. The show-stealer that night was
undoubtedly Antara's poignant portrayal of
a lover's emotions and her aching heart from
the fear of separation performed to the soul-
ful and melodious, yet complex and abstract
ghazal "Aaj Jaane ki Zid na Karo". With the
use of abhinaya combined with a simple
turn of the head, lift of the eyebrows, or roll
of the wrist, she imbued meaning to the
metaphors and evoked a cathartic response
in her audience. Another highlight of the

show was TamoYug -or dark era a produc-
tion on the pandemic that she performed
along with her students.

Anga Kala Kathak Academy's mission is
to popularize Kathak all across the world .
One way to achieve this mission is through
collaboration which is a powerful tool that
celebrates diversity while infusing a sense of
unity. The final performance of the show
was one such collaboration between Antara
and Kuchipudi exponents, Kalyani Veturi
and Sudha Totapally.

Antara Datta started learning Kathak at
the tender age of five and her first guru was
Anuradha Nag and after that from Srimati
Laxmi Bannerjee in Kolkata, India. She
holds a double diploma in Kathak from the
Bangiya Sangeet Parishad in Kolkata and
the Prayag Sangeet Samiti in Allahabad,
India. She received advanced training in the
Lucknow gharana of Kathak from “Sringar
Mani“ Srimati Anuradha Nag (Artistic di-
rector of the Tarangini School of dance, San
Jose, California). To hone her skills further
Antara Datta also receives training from
Kathak maestro Pandit Birju Maharaj and
Vidushi Saswati Sen, during her annual
trips to India at Kalashram, New Delhi. In
addition, she regularly visits Mahagami (a
dance Gurukul in Aurangabad, India) to re-
ceive intensive training from Guru Parwati
Dutta.

Antara receives Taal Vidya training
from Guruji, Pandit Divvang Vakil.
Antara has performed extensively in
both India and abroad and is the

Artistic Director of Anga Kala Kathak
Academy and Anga Kala Dance
Company. She also serves as the
President of Arts Without Borders.
Antara taught Kathak as an adjunct
faculty in Cornish College of Arts
Seattle, WA in 2010, Kent State

University Kent in Winter 2014, and
University of Akron, OH in Winter 2017.

Yatra-The journey of an 
amalgamation of Dance and Music

T
his Saturday at 8:00
PM, Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s singing reality
show, ‘Indian Idol – Season
13’ is all set to celebrate the
‘Senior Citizen Special’
episode in the presence of
the beautiful actress and
Punjabi kudi Shehnaaz
Kaur Gill. Making for an
evening to remember, the
Top 10 contestants, Rishi
Singh from Ayodhya,
Senjuti Das, Debosmita
Roy, Sonakshi Kar, Bidipta
Chakraborty from
Kolkata, Shivam Singh,
Kavya Limaye from
Gujarat, Chirag Kotwal
from Jammu, Navdeep
Wadali from Amritsar, and
Vineet Singh from
Lucknow will be seen de-
livering some jaw drop-
ping performances in front
of judge Vishal Dadlani,
Himesh Reshammiya and

Shehnaaz Kaur Gill.
Contestant Debosmita Roy
from Kolkata will be seen
delivering a melodious per-
formance on ‘Yeh ladka
Haye Allah’ and ‘O Mere
Sona Re.’

Prior to her perform-
ance, contestant
Debosmita will be seen
surprised by ‘poha aunty
Savita ji’ who will be seen
on the show to support her.
Savita ji will be seen shar-
ing how she single handed-
ly raised her kids by selling
tea and poha. Hearing this,
an emotional judge Vishal
Dadlani shares, “A moth-
er’s job towards her chil-
dren is incomparable.”
Adding to this, Shehnaaz
shares, “There are very
few families in our country
who support working
women. Mai apne sapnon
ko poora karne ke liye
ghar se bhaag gayi thi.

Debosmita delivers a melodious performance

S
hehnaaz Gill re-
vealed that she ran
away from home to

fulfill her dreams during
the "Senior Citizen
Special" episode of
singing reality show
"Indian Idol 13". She also
talked about taking her
mom, Parminder Kaur
Gill for her first interna-
tional trip to Dubai.

When contestant,
Debosmita Roy told
Shehnaaz about her fami-
ly and how her parents
supported her in her
singing career, the former
"Bigg Boss 13" contestant
said that she is lucky to
have supportive parents.

She shared: "There are
very few families in our
country who support
working women. 'Main
apne sapnon ko poora
karne ke liye ghar se
bhaag gayi thi (I ran away
from my house to fulfill
my dreams). Debosmita,
you are very lucky to have
such supportive parents.
Always stand by them and
make them proud."

Shehnaaz Gill
says she ran

away from her
home to fulfill 

her dreams
T

here is nothing
better than the
taste and aroma of

tea along with an inter-
esting conversation. On
this International Tea
Day, &TV artists includ-
ing Mohit Dagga
(Ashok, Doosri Maa),
Sapna Sikarwar
(Bimlesh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Vidisha Srivastava
(Anita Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai) share
their love for chai and
reveal the celebrity they
would like to go on a
chai date with. Vidisha
Srivastava, essaying
Anita Bhabi in &TV
show Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, says, “My husband
used to take me out for
beautiful tea dates be-
fore we married, and
this is how our love blos-
somed during those
years. He is the best per-
son to have a Chai pe
charcha with, and now
whenever I am angry or
in a bad mood, he makes
his special tea for me.
We still go on tea dates
which makes me feel

special. And, yes, I have
the best evening tea
breaks with my Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai team, who
make each chai session
absolute fun and hilari-
ous. If I had to go on a
chai date with a celebrity,
it would always be
Priyanka Chopra. She is
an international diva,
someone very talented,
glamorous, and makes
each conversation inter-
esting. I hope to fulfil this
dream one day." Watch
Doosri Maa at 8:00 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabijii
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Actors share their
ideal chai date

with celebrities

T
V actress Devoleena Bhattacharjee
has got married to her gym trainer
Shahnawaz Sheikh. They tied the

knot in Lonavala near Mumbai in the
presence of members of their families
and some friends, including Vishal Singh
and Bhavini Purohit.

For the past few days, Devoleena was
posting pictures of her haldi and mehndi
ceremonies, along with Vishal, her 'Saath
Nibhaana Saathiya' co-actor, giving rise
to the speculation that the two had gotten
married. Putting an end to the specula-
tion, the actress posted pictures with
Shahnawaz on her Instagram handle.
Devoleena wrote in the caption: "And yes
proudly I can say I am taken and yes by
Shonu ... CHIRAAG LEKAR BHI
DHOONDTI TOH TUJH JAISA NAHI
MILTA (Even if I had searched with a
lamp in my hand, I would not have found
someone like you). You are the answer to
my pain & prayers. I LOVE YOU SHONU.
Lots of love to you all. Keep us in your
prayers & bless us. THE MYSTERIOUS
MAN urff The Famous #SHONU AND
TUM SAB KE JIJA" The actress looked
stunning in her red sari and bridal
kaleeran on her hands. Shahnawaz
helped her when she met with an acci-
dent on the sets of 'Saath Nibhaana
Saathiya'. He gave her physiotherapy.

Devoleena ties the knot with
her gym trainer Shahnawaz
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Al Khor, Dec 15 (AP):  

Kylian Mbappe vs.
Lionel Messi. Soccer's lat-
est superstar against per-
haps the sport's greatest
player in the World Cup
final just about everyone
was hoping for. France
and Mbappe are headed
back to the biggest game
in soccer, and to a much-
anticipated matchup with
Argentina, after ending
Morocco's historic run at
the World Cup on
Wednesday.

In front of the country's
president, Emmanuel
Macron, France beat
Africa's first ever semifi-
nalist 2-0, with Mbappe
playing a part in goals by
Theo Hernandez in the
fifth minute and substi-
tute Randal Kolo Muani
in the 79th.

Mbappe became a global
phenomenon by leading
France to the title in
Russia in 2018 and has a
chance to emulate Brazil
great Pele as a champion
in his first two World Cups
when he comes up against
the 35-year-old Messi, who
has dominated the game
with Cristiano Ronaldo for
the past 15 years.

It's the dream final for
many, with France look-
ing to become the first

team to retain the title
since Brazil in 1962 and
Argentina on a mission to

win soccer's ultimate
prize for the third time in
what is likely to be Messi's

last World Cup. "We need
all our strength, all our
energy to face a very com-
petitive team with one of
the legends in the sport
with Messi," France goal-
keeper Hugo Lloris said.
There will be no team
from the Arab world in
the final of the first World
Cup in the Middle East, a
prospect that seemed nigh
impossible before the
tournament yet nearly
happened in Qatar.
Morocco has been widely
lauded for breaking
ground for Africa and gen-
erated an outpouring of
pride among Arab nations
after topping a group con-
taining Croatia and
Belgium and eliminating
two more European pow-
ers Spain and Portugal in
the knockout stage. Their
players gave France a far-
from-easy ride, too, before
collapsing on the ground
in despair after the final
whistle.

"We are disappointed
for the Moroccan people
we wanted to keep their
dream alive," Morocco
coach Walid Regragui
said. "We felt we could
have gone further but we
have given a good image of
Morocco and of African
football. That was impor-
tant to us."

France advance to World
Cup final, beat Morocco 2-0

France's forward #10 Kylian Mbappe (C) fights for the ball with
Morocco's defender #02 Achraf Hakimi (top), Morocco's defend-
er #20 Achraf Dari (L) and Morocco's midfielder #04 Sofyan
Amrabat during the Qatar 2022 World Cup semi-final football
match between France and Morocco at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al
Khor, north of Doha.

Doha, Dec 15 (AP):

The blue-and-white wall
of Argentina fans
launched into another
rendition of their World
Cup anthem as fulltime
approached at Lusail
Stadium.

"Maradona," they sang,
"is cheering Lionel on"
from heaven. The paral-
lels between the two all-
time greats of Argentine
soccer, Diego Maradona
and Lionel Messi, are
becoming ever
more striking in
Qatar.

Just like the
1986 World Cup
seemed to be a
highlight reel for
Maradona, Messi has
made his mark on this
tournament with a string
of spectacular goals and
assists, carrying
Argentina's class of 2022
into the final.

There have always
been echoes of
Maradona in Messi his
size, his dribbling skills,
his quick feet, his wand of
a left foot.

Add in the leadership
and fighting qualities he
has shown throughout the
tournament and it really
does feel like Messi is im-
bued with the spirit of
Maradona as he closes in
on soccer's ultimate prize.

"Messi is playing the
Maradona role in the
World Cup," Jorge
Valdano, who was in
Argentina's victorious
World Cup squad in 1986,
said in an interview to
TyC Sports channel.

That was
clear to see
in Messi's
latest stir-

ring per-
formance as

Argentina beat Croatia 3-0
on Tuesday to advance to
the World Cup final for the
sixth time.

And nothing encapsu-
lated his magnificence
more than his assist for
the third goal, scored by
Julian Alvarez. Receiving
the ball on the touchline
just inside Croatia's half,
Messi lifted the ball over
the challenge of Josko
Gvardiol and sprinted
down the right flank.
Gvardiol chased him, con-
stantly grabbing the jer-
sey of the Argentina cap-
tain, and was then be-
witched as Messi dropped
his shoulder and swiveled
the other way to turn and
burst into the area. Then
came the simple cross
with his right foot that
Alvarez swept home.

It was another moment
of magic in a tournament
that has been full of them
by Messi.

Messi evokes Maradona comparisons
on road to World Cup final

Chattogram, Dec 15 (PTI):

Kuldeep Yadav sizzled
with an all-round perform-
ance as he put India in the
driver's seat on day two of
the opening Test against
Bangladesh here on
Thursday.

Playing his first Test
after more than 22 months,
Kuldeep continued his
'birthday' party a day after
turning 28, in his sensa-
tional run with the bat and
ball.

Batting at number nine,
the left-hander first came
up with a career-best 40
from 114 balls (5x4) in a 92-
run eighth wicket partner-
ship with veteran
Ravichandran Ashwin (58;
113b) to push India to 404
in their first inning from
an overnight score of
278/6.

Coming into bowl in the
25th over, the left-arm
wrist spinner struck off
his second ball as he flum-
moxed the Bangladesh bat-
ters with his wrong ones
to end the day with figures

of 10-3-33-4, a performance
that is certain to regain
his confidence.

At stumps on day two,
Bangladesh were 133 for
eight, trailing India by 271
runs. With two wickets in
hand, the hosts still need
72 runs to avoid a follow-
on.

First, it was Indian
quick Mohammed Siraj
who was on a song, as he
rattled the Bangladesh top-
order, dismissing the left-
handed opening duo of
Najmul Hossain Shanto
(1), Zakir Hasan (20) and
Litton Das en route to 9-1-
14-3.

The Indian pacer
cleaned Liton. On a roll,
Siraj also ended the
dogged resistance of
Hasan to reduce
Bangladesh to 56/4.

The stage was just apt
for Kuldeep to make in-
roads and the Indian did
just that, dismissing
Shakib Al Hasan when the
Bangladeshi senior all-
rounder played against the
spin.

Kuldeep’s dream comeback
puts Bangladesh on mat

India's
Kuldeep Yadav,

left and captain K.L
Rahul celebrate the

wicket of
Bangladesh's Nurul

Hasan.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI):

Hockey great Ajit Pal Singh
believes Australia will likely
pose the biggest threat to
India's quest for World Cup
glory at home, saying the
hosts will have to play to their
full potential to overcome the
challenge of the Kookaburras.
Australia had thumped India 7-
0 in the gold-medal match at
the 2022 Birmingham
Commonwealth Games and
Singh said the hosts can
counter the Kookaburras' chal-
lenge by "playing together as
a unit".
India ran close against
Australia in the recent five-
match series though they lost
the rubber 1-4 (4-5, 4-7, 4-3, 1-
5, 4-5). India recorded their
first win (4-3) in six years
against the Kookaburras in the
third match in Adelaide on
November 30.

Valencia, Dec 15 (PTI):

Already through to the
semifinals, India beat
South Africa 2-0 to notch
up their third win on the
trot and top the pool in
the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Wednesday.

Deep Ekka Grace (14th
minute) and Gurjit Kaur
(59th) scored for India
against the South
Africans to end the pool B
league engagement with
an all-win record.

World number eight
India topped the pool
with nine points. They
had beaten Chile (3-1) and
Asian Games nemesis
Japan (2-1) in their earlier
matches. India will play
against Ireland in the
semifinal. In pool A, hosts
Spain led the points table
after two wins and a draw.

The Indian women got
off to an attacking start
against South Africa. In
the first quarter, they
kept the ball firmly in
possession and frustrated
the opponents with sub-
lime passing and ball ro-

tation.
It was Deep Grace Ekka

who slapped the ball in-
side the South African
goal to beat keeper Anelle
van Deventer after young-
ster Salima Tete earned a
penalty corner with an
excellent run near the
baseline on the left side of
the goal. India continued
the positive momentum
in the following quarter
as well as they made sev-
eral entries inside the
South African circle.

Anelle van Deventer
had to make three strong
saves at the start of the
second quarter to keep
India away from stretch-
ing their lead in the

match. The Indian
women also earned a PC
but they could not score
the second goal as Gurjit
Kaur hit the ball outside
the post.

The third quarter too
began with India domi-
nating ball possession
and looking for cracks in
the South African de-
fence. Lalremsiami soon
earned a penalty stroke
for India. However, expe-
rienced campaigner
Sushila Chanu
Pukhrambam couldn't
manage to score the sec-
ond goal of the match as
Anelle van Deventer
dived down her left to
make an excellent save.

India beat South Africa 2-0 in FIH
Hockey Women’s National Cup

Australia will pose
biggest challenge
for India in hockey
World Cup: Ajit Pal

Ranchi, Dec 15 (PTI):

Ishan Kishan continued
his imperious run as he
smashed a second century
in as many matches to
script Jharkhand's fight
back against Kerala in
their Ranji Trophy Group
C match here on
Thursday.

Less than a week after
he blazed away to the
fastest ODI double centu-

ry against Bangladesh,
Kishan was a picture of
grit and determination in
a 195-ball 132 (9x4) as he
led Jharkhand's recovery
from being 114/4 to 340 all
out. Giving him support
was Saurabh Tiwary who
missed out on a well-de-
served century by just
three runs after being
cleaned up by Jalaj
Saxena. The duo put on
202 runs for the fifth wick-

et to revive Jharkhand
after Basil Thampi (3/55)
and Vaisakh Chandran
(2/81) rocked the top-order
to have them reeling at
56/3. For Kerala, Jalaj
Saxena grabbed a splen-
did 5/75. At close, Kerala
were 60/1 with an overall
lead of 195 runs as the
match hung in balance at
the JSCA International
Stadium here.

Arjun bags two
A day after scoring a

century in his maiden

first-class match to emu-
late his legendary father,
left-arm seamer Arjun
Tendulkar grabbed 2/77
on day three of Goa's
match against Rajasthan.
Arjun dismissed a well-set
Mahipal Lomror (63) and
Salman Khan (40) in his
four overs. Mohit Redkar
returned with 3/46 as
Rajasthan ended the day at
245/6, trailing Goa by 302
runs. Goa earlier declared
their first innings at 547
for 9.

Kishan slams 132; Arjun Tendulkar bags two
AAtt  RRaanncchhii:: Kerala 475 and 60/1; 15 overs (Rohan Prem 25 bat-
ting, Shoun Roger 28 batting). Jharkhand 340; 105.3 overs
(Ishan Kishan 132, Saurabh Tiwary 97; Jalaj Saxena 5/75, Basil
Thampi 3/55). Kerala need 195 runs. Match to continue.
AAtt  BBeennggaalluurruu:: Karnataka 304 and 90 for no loss (Ravikumar
Samarth 40 batting, Mayank Agarwal 47 batting). Services
261in 83.2 overs (Rajat Paliwal 124, Ravi Chauhan 56; Vidwath
Kaverappa 4/64, Ronit More 3/54). Karnataka lead by 133
runs. Match to continue.
AAtt  PPuudduucchheerrrryy:: Chhattisgarh 162 and 184 b Puducherry 37 and
177; 65.3 overs (Arun Karthik 55 not out, Neyan Shyam
Kangayan 49; Ajay Mandal 6/56, Shubham Agarwal 2/48,
Sumit Ruikar 2/51) by 132 runs. Points: Chhattisgarh 6,
Puducherry 0.
AAtt  PPoorrvvoorriimm:: Goa 547/9 declared. Rajasthan 245/6; 71 overs
(Yash Kothari 96, Mahipal Lomror 63, Salman Khan 40; Mohit
Redkar 3/46, Arjun Tendulkar 2/77). Rajasthan trail by 302
runs. Match to continue.

Brief Scores

Jharkhand batsman Ishan Kishan celebrates his century during
the third day of the Ranji Trophy match against Kerala at
Jharkhand State International Cricket Association (JSCA) Stadium
in Ranchi, Thursday.

Auckland, Dec 15 (PTI):

Kane Williamson, who
led New Zealand to the
World Test Championship
triumph in its inaugural
edition, stepped down as
captain from the longest
format, the country's
cricket board announced
on Thursday.

Tim Southee has been
named the replacement in
their WTC title defence.
Williamson will continue
to lead the side in the
white-ball format with
focus on the ODI World
Cup in 2023 and T20 World
Cup in 2024. Tom Latham
has been appointed their
vice-captain.

"Captaining the Black
Caps in Test cricket has
been an incredibly special
honour," said Williamson,
who took over the role in
2016 from Brendon
McCullum.

"For me, Test cricket is
the pinnacle of the game
and I've enjoyed the chal-
lenges of leading the side
in the format."

Statistically, Williamson
is the best Test captain in

New Zealand's history,
winning 22 of 40 matches
at the helm, as well as
eight draws and just 10 de-
feats. Under his leader-
ship, New Zealand reached
the top of the Test rank-
ings before emerging as
winners of ICC Test
Championship, beating
India in the final in June
last year. On his decision,
Williamson said:
"Captaincy comes with an
increased workload on
and off the field and at this
stage of my career I feel
the time is right for this
decision.

Williamson steps down
as NZ Test skipper

Mumbai, Dec 15 (PTI):

The Indian women's team is
badly missing a bowling
coach, skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur said after her team lost
the third T20I against
Australia to concede a 1-2 lead
in the five-match series.
The captain, though, is
pleased with the way bowlers
are stepping up and taking
charge of the situation. India
don't have a full-time bowling
coach as Ramesh Powar was

moved to National Cricket
Academy (NCA) and
Hrishikesh Kanitkar was
named the batting coach of
the side two months before
the T20 World Cup in South
Africa.
Playing Australia is part of
team's preparation for the T20
showpiece. India won the sec-
ond T20 via Super Over but
lost the third game by 21 runs
on Wednesday.
"I know we are definitely
missing a bowling coach but
our bowlers are taking
charge," Harmanpreet said in
the post-match press confer-
ence.
"They are participants in the
meetings. They have full
responsibility and today (it
was) all their plans and they
were leading the way, I was
just supporting them in the
middle." India conceded more
than 170 runs in each of the
last three T20s.
Medium pacer Pooja
Vastrakar's injury ahead of the
Australia series has only
added to the team's woes.
"(We are missing) Pooja for
sure. On these tracks you need
a medium pacer,"
Harmanpreet said. 

India missing bowling
coach, says Harmanpreet

Goalpara (Assam), Dec 15 (PTI): 

At least three people, in-
cluding a one-and-half-year-
old child, were killed and
two others were critically
injured when a large herd
of wild elephants attacked
commuters on State
Highway 12 in Assam's
Goalpara district on
Thursday, officials said.
The incident took place
when the pachyderms were
crossing the road at Choto
Sigri in Lakhipur area, a
police officer said.

"The herd attacked an e-
rickshaw, in which a family
was travelling to Dudhnoi
from Lakhipur, and a
Guwahati-bound four-
wheeler. Two persons com-
muting on the three-wheel-

er and one occupant of the
car were killed in the inci-
dent," he added. Ramani
Rabha (29) and his 17-
month-old daughter
Jinisha lost their lives in
the attack on the e-rick-
shaw. His wife Manisha
Rabha and five-year-old son
Dhanush were critically in-
jured, the officer said.

"Both of them have been
admitted to a local hospital
in Lakhipur and their treat-
ment is underway," he said.
The herd also attacked the
car and killed a person on
the spot, the officer said.
The deceased has been
identified as Jaybar Ali (38)
and he was a local busi-
nessman, he said. A senior
forest official said the herd
consisted of 42 elephants
and the pachyderms are
still roaming in the area in
two groups.

Hyderabad, Dec 15 (PTI): 

A 36 year-old man pre-
cariously stuck between
rocks in a forest area in
Kamareddy district after a
slip spent three harrowing
days between the boulders,
all the while surviving on
liquid diet, before a 24 hour
operation that included
controlled blast by authori-
ties led to his rescue.

C Raju of Reddypet vil-
lage got stuck in a narrow
space between rocks and
the coordinated rescue ef-
fort involving different
government departments
ensured he was pulled out
on Thursday.

Raju slipped into the gap
between the rocks and got
trapped, without being
able to move his body on
Tuesday while trying to
take out his cell phone

which had fallen inside
the rocks. He was walking
on a hillock in that area
along with a friend when
the incident happened.

Soon his family mem-
bers tried to rescue him
and when they could not,
they alerted the police.
Police along with officials
from other departments
launched a rescue opera-
tion on Wednesday at
around 4 PM after receiv-
ing information.

Controlled blast was
done on Thursday to
break the rocks as part of
efforts to rescue the man,
a police official, who su-
pervised the rescue opera-
tion said.

Initially, the rescue ef-
fort started with the help
of earth-moving equip-
ment to shatter the boul-
ders besides men trying to

break the rocks manually.
Controlled blast was

conducted by ensuring
that broken rocks did not
fall on him, the official
said. Authorities main-
tained oxygen supply to
Raju and provided him
with fruit juice.

Ashok, a relative of
Raju, played a key role in
the rescue operation by
providing liquid food to
him at regular intervals by
reaching near him inside
the rocks and also speak-
ing to him to give courage.

Kamareddy District
Superintendent of Police B
Srinivas Reddy said the
boulders where Raju was
stuck had to be removed
and about 10 boulders were
cleared one after another.
In the final stage, two more
boulders where he was
stuck had to be removed.

Finally, Raju was rescued
safely after a boulder on
which he was lying was
brought down, he said.

"We are happy. It was a
very difficult operation.
We are happy that Raju
could be pulled out with-
out being hurt," the SP
said. Along with police
personnel, forest, revenue,
medical, fire service, and
also local public coordinat-
ed in the rescue operation,
another official informed.

Raju was rushed to a
hospital after being res-
cued at around 2 PM on
Thursday. "I got inside to
take out the cell phone and
tried to come out but I
could not," Raju told TV
channels from the hospital
bed. He said he was not
afraid despite being stuck
between the boulders for
three days.

Man stuck between rocks for
three days safely rescued
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with athletes from Rajasthan during the party's Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Dausa 
district, Thursday.

BHARAT JODO YATRA

TBM Sudarshan 8.1 records first breakthrough at the longest tunnel on the Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS corridor, in Meerut, Thursday. 

LONGEST METRO TUNNEL

SC to hear pleas challenging
electoral bond scheme 

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said on
Thursday it will hear in the last
week of January 2023, a batch
of PILs challenging laws per-
mitting funding of political par-
ties through the electoral bond
scheme. Electoral bonds have
been pitched as an alternative
to cash donations made to po-
litical parties as part of efforts
to bring in transparency in po-
litical funding. 

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Vikram Nath said
the matter requires to be
heard. "This is a 2015 matter.
You can't have such an emer-
gency just before the penulti-
mate day of the

vacation...There is no election
as of now. We will hear it in
the last week of January,
2023," the bench said.
Lawyer Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for PIL petitioner
NGO 'Association for
Democratic Reforms', said
there are several constitu-
tional questions involved in
the petitions which have a
bearing on sanctity of the
electoral process.

He said the issue of whether
it should be referred to a
Constitution bench can be
looked at first. The apex court
said that this will also require
hearing. The top court was
hearing PILs by NGO
Association for Democratic
Reforms, The Communist
Party of India (Marxist) and
other petitioners.

Earlier, Bhushan had sought
urgent listing of the PIL by the
apex court seeking a direction
to the Centre not to open any
further window for sale of
electoral bonds during the
pendency of a case pertaining
to funding of political parties
and alleged lack of transparen-
cy in their bank accounts.

The NGO, which had filed
the PIL on the issue of alleged
corruption and subversion of
democracy through illicit and
foreign funding of political par-
ties and lack of transparency in
the bank accounts of all politi-
cal parties, had moved an in-
terim application in March
2021 before the assembly polls
in West Bengal and Assam
seeking that the window for
sale of electoral bonds be not
reopened.

Koppal (KTK), Dec 15 (PTI): 

The Bharatiya Janata
Party national president J
P Nadda on Thursday al-
leged all parties, except
the BJP, come to power to
serve their families and
earn through commis-
sion.

"All political parties
work for their families and
earn through commission
except the BJP. Right from
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, everyone in BJP
toils day and night to serve
the people and to change
their image and destiny,"
Nadda was addressing
people after inaugurating
BJP offices in 10 districts
of poll-bound Karnataka.

He said the Congress in

Karnataka was dividing
communities and knows
nothing about develop-
ment.

"The Congress does not
know what development
is. They know only one
thing how to come to
power and use it for their
purpose and earn through
commission. The
Congress cannot think be-
yond this. Is it not the his-
tory here," the BJP presi-
dent said.

Nadda said the Chief
Ministers such as
Basavaraj Bommai and
his predecessor B S
Yediyurappa (both from
BJP) carry their report
cards with them about the
work done by them, which
no one else can.

"Former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah cannot say

what his government had
done for the State, but, yes,
he can explain how he di-
vided communities in so-
ciety," the BJP leader said.

He said the BJP is the
only party which is work-
ing with a nationalistic
ideology since 1951-52. In
this regard, he cited how
the BJP worked for the ab-

rogation of Article 370,
sacrifice of Jan Sangh
leader Shyama Prasad
Mookerjee in Kashmir,
Goa's liberation move-
ment, protests against a
road in Shimla pact, flying
the Indian tricolour in
Lal Chowk in Srinagar
and raising Shah Bano
case.

The BJP president
ridiculed the Bharat
Jodo Yatra and
slammed Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
for allegedly siding
with those who raised
anti-India slogans.

"This is not Bharat
Jodo Yatra' (Unite India
march) but Bharat Todo
Yatra' (Break India
march). This is also
Prayashchit Yatra
(Repentance March) be-

cause his (Rahul
Gandhi's) ancestors
spared no efforts to divide
India," Nadda said refer-
ring to the first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru.

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

Karnataka Congress
leader D K Shivakumar on
Thursday told the Delhi
High Court that a money
laundering probe initiated
against him following a
case of disproportionate as-
sets cannot be sustained,
and accused the
Enforcement Directorate of
taking action after waiting
for two years because of
the upcoming state assem-
bly elections in May.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for
Shivakumar, argued there
was neither any attach-
ment of property in the
case nor any proceeds of
crime in terms of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

"Why have they waited
for two years to proceed in
the matter? They knew of
these facts in 2020....
Because the elections are in
May. I can understand if

there was some activity I
was indulging in and it
needed to be heard today
and therefore this matter
has to be decided," Sibal ar-
gued before a bench of
Justice Mukta Gupta and
Poonam A Bamba.

When additional solici-
tor general SV Raju
dubbed the submission as
"unfounded", Sibal retort-
ed saying it was "deriva-
tive logic". "I am only stat-
ing a fact. Rest is derivative
logic," he said. The court
was hearing Shivakumar's
petition seeking quashing
of the entire investigation
including summons issued
to him in the (Enforcement
Case Information Record)
ECIR registered by the ED
in 2020.

He has contested the
ED's action on several
grounds including that the
agency was re-investigat-
ing the same offence which
it had already probed in a
previous case it had lodged

in 2018. The court said it
was "hearing the matter fi-
nally" instead of first deal-
ing with the issue of inter-
im relief. Shivakumar has
sought protection from co-
ercive action as an interim
relief.

In its submissions filed
through lawyers Mayank
Jain, Parmatma Singh and
Madhur Jain, the Congress
leader said the present in-
vestigation constituted a
second set of proceedings
against him, and was an

abuse of the process of law
and a malafide exercise of
power.

The ED has opposed the
petition claiming the two
ECIRs lodged by the anti-
money laundering agency
pertain to different cases
with certain overlapping of
facts which cannot be
termed as re-investigation.

The ED has said in its
counter affidavit that the
two ECIRs against the peti-
tioner are based on differ-
ent set of facts and even
the scheduled offence in
both the cases are different
and the quantum of pro-
ceeds of crime involved is
also different.

" the allegation made in
the complaint of the
Income Tax department
and FIR of CBI depict dif-
ferent modes of generation
of the crime proceeds and
that role of different ac-
cused persons may come
into light, thus the petition-
er cannot claim that he has

already been investigated
of the same offence," the af-
fidavit has said.

The ED, in its reply, said
that as per the first ECIR,
the scheduled offence is
section 120B IPC and the
quantum of proceeds of
crime recorded therein is
Rs 8.59 crore.

The present ECIR is re-
lated to amassing dispro-
portionate assets to the
tune of Rs 74.93 crore and
emanates from a different
FIR of the CBI lodged in
Bangalore on October 3,
2020 under the Prevention
of Corruption Act, it has
stated.

It said on the basis of
preliminary enquiry done
by the CBI, ACB,
Bangalore, it was found
that Shivakumar and his
family are in possession
of assets disproportionate
to their known sources of
income during the check
period April 1, 2013 to
April 30, 2018.

Three killed as elephants
attack commuters

New Delhi, Dec 15 (PTI): 

Opposition members in
the Rajya Sabha on
Thursday said the govern-
ment should take a holistic
approach by coordinating
across various ministries
and bringing agencies to-
gether to tackle the effects
of global warming.

Tiruchi Siva of the DMK,
Pramod Tiwari of the
Congress and Sandosh
Kumar P of the
Communist Party of India
(CPI) raised a "short dura-
tion" discussion in the
Upper House of Parliament
on the serious effects of
global warming and the

need for remedial steps to
tackle those.

Initiating the discussion,
Siva said global warming is
threatening not just India
but the entire planet and
humanity, and it is time for
collective action. "What is
looming above our head is
alarming and threatening.
I feel that it is not the pre-
rogative of only the Union
government, but it is also of
the state governments, it is
also of the private sector, it
is also of the civil society....
Everyone in the country, we
have our own responsibili-
ty," he said.

Siva said it is not the
sole responsibility of the

environment ministry but
it has to coordinate with
other ministries such as
agriculture, urban devel-
opment and industries so
that a holistic approach is
taken as activities in each
of these areas have a con-
sequence on the environ-
ment.

He also voiced concern
over a "recent EIA (envi-
ronment impact assess-
ment) notification, the
Environment Protection
Act, the Water Act, the
Forest Conservation Act
and the Biodiversity Act",
saying "all these will result
in degradation of forest....
Only protection and ex-

tending the forest will save
the nation, save the world,
save humans".

Expressing concerns
over the possibility of
many states suffering
from more droughts while
others being impacted by
frequent cyclones and
coastal areas facing a
threat from rising sea lev-
els, Siva said "stronger
guidelines" are needed
from the ministry.

Taking part in the dis-
cussion, Amee Yajnik of
the Congress reiterated
the need to enhance
India's usage of renewable
and clean energy and re-
duce dependence on fossil

fuels while increasing for-
est cover to meet the net
zero target set for 2070.

"All these require a ho-
listic approach. You need
to bring all these policies
together. Unless and until
we do not bring a coordi-
nated effort to bring all
these agencies together to
have an approach to see
that we bring down net
zero, this will not fructify,"
she asserted.

Jawhar Sircar of the
Trinamool Congress
(AITC) said climate change
affects the coastal states of
the country the most as one
of the most immediate ef-
fects is the rise in sea levels.
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OPPN MEMBERS TO GOVT

‘Take holistic approach to tackle
effects of global warming’

p On Assam highway

Court asks police
to lodge FIR

against Ajmal 

Guwahati, Dec 15 (PTI):
A court in Kamrup
Metropolitan district of
Assam has ordered
Guwahati Police to register
an FIR against Lok Sabha
MP Badruddin Ajmal for
his alleged controversial re-
marks on women and
Hindu men. Hearing a peti-
tion filed by Assam Jatiya
Parishad (AJP) vice presi-
dent Dulu Ahmed, Special
Judicial Magistrate Pranjit
Hazarika asked the officer-
in-charge of Hatigaon
Police Station in Guwahati
to register the FIR. The
court, in its order on
December 13, also asked
the OC or a subordinate of-
ficer to investigate the con-
troversial remarks alleged-
ly made by the AIUDF chief
and submit a final report.

‘ED targeting me because of upcoming K’taka elections’

K'taka Cong President DK
Shivakumar speaks during
a press meeting, in
Bengaluru, Thursday.

‘All parties barring BJP work for commission’

J P Nadda

p In last week of Jan

Over ‘controversial remarks’


