
Protest march 
MMuummbbaaii:: A protest march
organised by the opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) on various issues,
including remarks against
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, on December 17
in Mumbai will be a mas-
sive one, a Congress
leader said on
Wednesday. Maharashtra
Congress working presi-
dent Naseem Khan told
PTI the march will be
taken out from near the JJ
Hospital instead of
Jijamata Udyan in Byculla
in south Mumbai as
scheduled earlier.

Recover
MMaannggaalluurruu:: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), which is probing
the cooker bomb explo-
sion in an autorickshaw in
the city last month, has
intensified the interroga-
tion of prime accused
Mohammed Shariq whose
health condition has con-
siderably improved.

Deadlock 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Centre has
not received any informa-
tion from state govern-
ments about deadlocks
between university vice-
chancellors and chancellors,
Rajya Sabha was informed
on Wednesday. Minister of
State for Education Subhas
Sarkar also denied that the
government is considering
to set up a commission for
ease of selection of quali-
fied and skilled persons for
appointment as vice-chan-
cellors.

Acquit
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
has acquitted a man of the
charges of rioting and
criminal conspiracy, saying
the prosecution had "com-
pletely and miserably"
failed to prove the guilt of
the accused beyond rea-
sonable doubt. The court
was hearing a case against
Mohammed Asif, who was
accused of being a mem-
ber of a riotous unlawful
assembly that was armed
with deadly weapons and
indulged in vandalism, vio-
lence and criminal trespass
on February 29, 2020 dur-
ing northeast Delhi com-
munal riots.

Protest 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Residents of
high-security Badamibagh
cantonment area in
Jammu and Kashmir held
a protest on Wednesday
against the opening of a
liquor shop in the locality
saying it was in violation
of the rules. The residents
of Shivpora and adjoining
areas held a peaceful
demonstration against
opening of the liquor
shop, nearly two months
after it was shut down by
the authorities for lack of
required permissions.
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BRIEF

PM Modi being felicitated by BJP
National President JP Nadda on
the party's thumping victory in
Gujarat Assembly elections, in

New Delhi, Wednesday.
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Bilaspur, Dec 14:

In a daring incident
about half-a-dozen masked
gunmen brutally shot dead
a senior Congress leader
and District General
Secretary near Sakri
Bypass located on the out-
skirts of city in broad day-
light on Wednesday after-
noon. The deceased identi-
fied as Sanju Tripathi a res-
ident of Kududand in
Bilaspur was a property
dealer and at the time of
the incident, he was driving
his car. When he reached
near Sakri Bypass few mis-
creants who were on two
cars intercepted him on
way and before anybody
could understand anything
fired seven shots on him.
He was hit on the head and
body after which he suc-
cumbed on the spot. The ac-
cused after committing the
crime escaped towards
Raipur and Mungeli direc-
tion and are still at large.

Instantly after the inci-
dent Senior Police
Superintendent Parul
Mathur along with a posse
of senior Police authorities
and Sakri Police decented
to the spot along with
Forensic team and sealed
the area. Police have also
sealed all the outlets and
alerted their counterparts
in other districts. Police
have taken possession of
the body and sent it for au-

topsy. The Forensic experts
also collected blood samples
of and recovered empty
cells of bullets. Sakri Police
said that the gunmen fired
at the deceased from out-
side the car from point
blank range. The bullets
after smashiing the glasses
hit him on the head and
body. When he was taken to
the hospital, the doctors de-
clared him brought dead.
Although there were few

people around the spot at
the time of the incident, but
before they could do any-
thing, the miscreants com-
mitted the crime and fled
from the spot showing clean
pair of heals to the law.
Moreover the miscreants
had covered their faces due
to which people were not
been able to identify them.

The car in which victim was travelling at the time of incident.
(Inset) victim Sanju Tripathi.

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Three people have been ar-
rested for throwing acid on a
17-year-old girl in Dwarka on
Wednesday, ANI quoted DCP
M Harshvardhan as saying.
The incident, which trig-
gered severe outrage, led the
ruling AAP and women
groups to raise questions on
the availability of acid in
Delhi markets despite a ban.

The incident was caught
on CCTV footage. It showed
two people on a bike throw-
ing acid at the girl on the
sidewalk. The National
Commission For Women
(NCW) has taken cognizance
of the attack, while the Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) has issued notice to
the police. The accused are
currently being interrogated
to ascertain the motive be-
hind the attack, they said.

The girl is battling serious
injuries at Safdarjung
Hospital's burn ICU. Earlier,
the teen, who was with her
younger sister when the at-
tack took place at Mohan
Garden near Uttam Nagar,
had named two persons who
could be responsible for the
attack. Of them, one had ear-
lier been detained by police,
according to Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Dwarka) M Harsha
Vardhan. "She has suffered

seven to eight per cent facial
burns and her eyes have also
been affected. She has been
admitted to the burn ICU
and is stable," said a doctor at
Safdarjung Hospital. As out-
rage spread over the acid at-
tack, women's groups and
others, including Lt
Governor V K Saxena, raised
questions on the availability
of acid in markets despite a
ban and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
asked how the accused could
have gathered so much
courage.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Properties and fixed deposits
worth Rs 1.62 crore of a for-
mer Kerala cadre IAS officer
have been attached under the
anti-money laundering law in
a case of alleged possession of
disproportionate assets, the
Enforcement Directorate said
on Wednesday.
A provisional order for attach-
ment of the assets of the offi-
cer, T O Sooraj, has been
issued under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), the ED said in a state-
ment.
The properties attached
include vacant land located in
Kerala, fixed deposits, bank
balances and investment in
shares, held in the name of the
officer as well as in the name
of his family members, the
federal agency said.
Sooraj joined Kerala govern-

ment service in 1980 as a
ranger in the forest depart-
ment and he was subsequently
awarded the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) in
1994, the statement said.
The money laundering case
stems from a chargesheet
filed by the Kerala vigilance
and anti-corruption bureau
which charged him for amass-
ing wealth disproportionate to
his known sources of income.
According to the ED, probe
found that Sooraj had pur-
chased several properties as
well as vehicles in the name of
his wife and children.
"Further, it was also found
that he had purchased a vehi-
cle as 'benami' in the name of
his associate. T O Sooraj
utilised the illegitimate money
to acquire several properties
in the name of his family
members and associates," the
agency said.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Wednesday arrested jailed
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari in a
money laundering case
after he was produced be-
fore a local court in Uttar
Pradesh, officials said.

Ansari, a five-time for-
mer MLA, was lodged in a
jail at Banda in Uttar
Pradesh. The 59-year-old
was questioned by the ED
in this case last year.

He was taken into cus-
tody by the ED under the
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
after he was produced be-
fore a court in Prayagraj

on the basis of a produc-
tion warrant moved by the
agency, according to offi-
cial sources.

His MLA son Abbas
Ansari was also arrested
by the federal probe
agency in November after
questioning at its sub
zonal office in Prayagraj.
This was followed by the
arrest of Mukhtar
Ansari's brother-in-law

Atif Raza. The money
laundering case against
Mukhtar Ansari stems
from multiple FIRs lodged
by the Uttar Pradesh
Police apart from two
more FIRs lodged against
a company called Vikas
Constructions (a partner-
ship firm) that was run by
his wife, two brother-in-
laws (including Atif Raza)
and others. Mukhtar
Ansari is under the ED
scanner in connection
with at least 49 criminal
cases booked against him
including those on charges
of land grabbing, murder
and extortion.

He faces trial in Uttar
Pradesh in several cases,
including attempt to mur-
der and murder.

Mumbai, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has set up a com-
mittee to gather informa-
tion on the inter-faith and
inter-caste marriage cou-
ples and the maternal fami-
lies of the women involved
if they are estranged, with
its head and state minister
Mangal Prabhat Lodha say-
ing the move is aimed at
avoiding a repeat of the
Shraddha Walkar case.

The opposition
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) called it a "retro-
grade" step and said the
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment had no right to spy on
the personal life of people.

A Government
Resolution (GR) issued on
Tuesday by the state's
Women and Child

Development Department
said the
"Intercaste/Interfaith mar-
riage-family coordination
committee (state level)" will
be headed by state minister
Mangal Prabhat Lodha.

The committee will mon-
itor district-level initia-
tives for women involved in

such marriages who may
be estranged from their
families, so that assistance
can be provided if neces-
sary, it said. Talking to re-
porters on Wednesday,
Lodha said setting up the
committee was an attempt
of the state government to
ensure that the Shraddha

Walkar case does not hap-
pen again.

"The fact that Walkar's
family was not aware that
she had died six months
ago is scary...We don't want
to have another Shraddha
Walkar and this is the rea-
son why the committee is
being set up to ensure
women in such marriages
are not away from their
families,'' he said.

Walkar was murdered al-
legedly by her live-in part-
ner Aaftab Poonawala in
Delhi in May this year.
Poonawala allegedly stran-
gled Shraddha and cut her
body into 35 pieces which
he kept in a 300-litre fridge
for almost three weeks at
his residence in Mehrauli
in south Delhi, before
dumping them across the
city over several days.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The CBI has booked
three Jalgaon-based jew-
ellery companies for al-
leged loan fraud of over
Rs 352 crore in the State
Bank of India, officials
said on Wednesday.

In three separate FIRs,
the agency has named
Rajmal Lakhichand
Jewellers Pvt Ltd, RL Gold
Pvt Ltd, and Manraj
Jewellers Pvt Ltd, and
their promoters-directors-
guarantors -- Ishwarlal
Shankarlal Jain Lalwani,
Manish Ishwarlal Jain
Lalwani, Pushadevi
Ishwarlal Jain Lalwani
and Neetika Manish Jain
Lalwani -- as accused.

According to the SBI

complaint to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Rajmal Lakhichand
Jewellers caused a loss of
Rs 206.73 crore, RL Gold
Rs 69.19 crore loss and
Manraj Jewellers Rs 76.57
crore to the bank.

The three companies al-
legedly transacted busi-
ness with their associate
firm Rajmal Lakhichand,
the largest debtor among
the four companies. They
also involved three named
in the FIRs -- Rajmal
Lakhichand Jewellers Pvt
Ltd, RL Gold Pvt Ltd, and
Manraj Jewellers Pvt Ltd.

The purchase and sale
of all four companies
were primarily routed
through Rajmal
Lakhichand, the SBI has
alleged. The accounts of
the FIR-named companies

show payments made to
Rajmal Lakhichand for
purchases, but they said
that receivables for prod-
ucts sold to it are shown as
outstanding.

The three companies
had allegedly sold goods
worth Rs 10,187 crore to
partnership firm Rajmal
Lakhichand during the fi-
nancial year 2010-11 to
2017-18 and purchased
goods worth Rs 9,925
crore, they said.

Despite requests from
forensic auditors, the fi-
nancials of the company
Rajmal Lakhichand were
not provided by the pro-
moters, it alleged.

The bank has alleged
that fixed assets charged
with the bank were dis-
posed of without knowl-
edge.

Mumbai, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Former Mumbai police
commissioner Param Bir
Singh on Wednesday with-
drew a defamation suit filed
against TV journalist Arnab
Goswami and ARG Outlier
Media Pvt Ltd which owns
Republic TV. While allowing
the withdrawal request, ad-
ditional sessions judge V D
Kedar imposed a nominal
cost of Rs 1,500 on Singh,
who has now retired, to be
paid to Goswami. "It is not in
dispute that due to the filing
of the suit the defendant has
to engage an advocate. I feel
cost needs to be imposed for

withdrawal of the suit un-
conditionally," the judge said.
Singh filed a defamation suit
in 2021 against Goswami and
the owners of the Republic
TV newschannel, seeking
damages of Rs 90,00,000.

In October 2020, Goswami
made several "false and
defamatory" statements on
his news show on Republic
TV in relation to the alleged
TRP (Television Rating
Points) rigging scam which
Mumbai Police were prob-
ing, Singh claimed in his
suit.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The pre-matric scholar-
ship has now been limited
to classes 9 and 10 in gov-
ernment schools only
under the OBC category,
the government said on
Wednesday. Responding to
a question in the Rajya
Sabha, Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Virendra Kumar said this
has been done in order to
rationalise the scholarship.
"The pre-matric scholar-
ship has now been limited
to Class 9 and 10 in govern-
ment schools only under

the OBC category," he said
in a written response.
Kumar said the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009
makes it obligatory for the
government to provide free
and compulsory elemen-
tary education (classes 1 to
8) to each and every child.
Accordingly, only students
of classes 9 and 10 are cov-
ered under the pre-matric
scholarship scheme for
OBC," he said in a written
response. Responding to an-
other question, Minister of
State for Social Justice
Pratima Bhoumik said rep-
resentations are being re-
ceived from various indi-
viduals and organizations
to provide reservation for
OBCs on the basis of their
population.

Firozabad (UP), Dec 14 (PTI):

Six people, including a
one-year-old boy, died and
21 were injured when a bus
fell into a roadside ditch on
the Lucknow-Agra ex-
pressway in the Nagla
Khangar area here on
Wednesday morning, po-
lice said. "A passenger bus
heading to Raebareli from
Ludhiana met with an ac-
cident on Wednesday
morning. A team of local
police was rushed to the
spot to undertake rescue
work," Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Ranvijay
Singh said. "Six passen-
gers of the bus, including a
woman and a child, were
killed in the accident.
Around 21 others sus-
tained injuries and were
taken to a nearby hospital
for medical treatment," he
added. Four of the de-
ceased were identified as
Reena (22), her one-year-
old son Ayansh, and
Rajesh (25) of Fatehpur
district and Sant Lal (70) of
Kaushambi district, the po-
lice said.

BROAD DAYLIGHT MURDER

Cong leader Tripathi shot dead
The deceased identified as
Sanju Tripathi a resident of
Kududand in Bilaspur was a
property dealer and at the
time of the incident,  was
driving his car. When he
reached near Sakri Bypass
few miscreants who were on
two cars intercepted him on
way and before anybody
could understand anything
fired seven shots on him. He
was hit on the head and body
after which he succumbed on
the spot. The accused after
committing the crime escaped
towards Raipur and Mungeli
direction and are still at large.

About the incident

Six people dead as
bus falls into ditch

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED arrests gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari 

ED attaches Rs 1.62-cr assets
of former Kerala IAS officer

ACID ATTACK CASE 

Police arrest three

"The victim has suffered seven
to eight per cent facial burns
and her eyes have also been
affected. She has been admit-
ted to the burn ICU and is sta-
ble," said a doctor at
Safdarjung Hospital.
Waiting outside the burns
ward, her father told reporters
that her sister was with her at
the time. "My daughter left
home at 7.30 am. As soon as
she crossed the street, she was
attacked. The incident hap-
pened within six to seven min-
utes of her leaving the house.
My youngest daughter had
gone along with her and then
came running to us," he told
reporters here. Asked whether
she was being harassed or
stalked, he said she had made
no such complaint. 

About the incident

TALENTS RECEIVE HONOURS

President Droupadi Murmu presents the National Painting Competition 2022 prize to a student, during
an event on the occasion of National Energy Conservation Day, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Maha govt to gather info on interfaith couples

A Government Resolution (GR) issued on Tuesday
by the state's Women and Child Development
Department said the Intercaste/Interfaith mar-
riage-family coordination committee (state
level)" will be headed by state minister Mangal
Prabhat Lodha. The committee will monitor dis-
trict-level initiatives for women involved in such
marriages who may be estranged from their fam-
ilies, so that assistance can be provided if neces-
sary, it said. Talking to reporters on Wednesday,
Lodha said setting up the committee was an
attempt of the state government to ensure that the Shraddha
Walkar case does not happen again.

‘Aim is to avoid repeat of Walkar case’

Mangal
Prabhat Lodha

Pre-matric scholarship now
only to classes 9 and 10

̈ In govt schools
only under OBC
category

Param Bir Singh 
withdraws defamation suit
̈ Against journalist

Arnab Goswami

CBI books jewellery firms for Rs 352 cr fraud
̈ In SBI Dr Ganesh Singh 

BBhhiillaaii::  Former Vice President
of Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
and former dentist of Pt JLN
Hospital, Dr Ganesh Singh left
for heavenly abode at the age
of 80 years on Wednesday
evening. Funeral procession
will be taken out from his resi-
dence situated at 63/11,
Nehru Nagar (West) on
December 15 around 12:00 hrs
and last rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. He
was the father of Mahakal
Singh and Arun Singh. 

OBITUARY
Praja Sewa Samiti honoured

for blood donation

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: On Sai
Raktadata Sewarth Samiti
had recently organised
state level felicitation func-

tion of blood donors at
Ambikapur. Praja Sewa
Samiti was also honoured
at this event. JD Khan and
Deepak Kumar of the sami-
ti received the honour.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1144:: The annual sports
fair "Udaan" for differently-abled
children was organised last
Sunday in the presence of digni-
taries from Bhilai Steel Plant,
Central Industrial Security Force,
Sashastra Seema Bal and Income
Tax along with representatives
from district and police adminis-
tration. This annual event is or-
ganised by social organization
Golden Empathy (GE) Foundation. 

Anirban Dasgupta, director in-
charge of Bhilai Steel Plant, who
arrived on the inauguration occa-
sion at Divyang Khel Ground in
front of Bhilai Niwas, recalled that
last time he had come to see the
cultural presentation of these chil-
dren. Dasgupta said that as com-
fortable as all these children were
on the stage that day, they are

participating with the same ener-
gy in the playground today as
well. He said that the society
should always be ready to encour-
age such children, so that they can
contribute actively in every field in
the society. All the guests present
on the occasion declared the for-
mal inauguration with release of
balloons. Addressing the gather-
ing, Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
DIG Thomas Chacko said that
there should be a sense of empa-
thy, not sympathy, towards these
children. They need encourage-

ment more than kindness. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava said that deep
talent is hidden in all the children
present here. If we keep encour-
aging them, then these children
can show their talent in
Paralympic Games as well. At the
beginning of the event, the guests
met these special children who
had come from different parts of
Chhattisgarh and then flagged off
the differently-abled children's
run. The guests visited the stalls
of various differently-abled
schools and spent a few moments

with the differently-abled chil-
dren. The guests gave their pres-
ence in different sessions of vari-
ous sports competitions held
throughout the day and honoured
all the children. During this, the
teachers of all the schools were
also honoured by the organisers.
The guests included ED (P&A,
BSP) MM Gadre, Commandant of
Central Industrial Security Force
SK Bajpai, Commandant of SSB
Thakur, CGM (RED) Tarun Karnar,
CGM Town Services Department
SV Nandanwar, Deputy

Commissioner Income Tax Rajesh
Pali, General Manager FSNL
Pankaj Tyagi, President of BSP
Officers Association NK Banchhor,
Deputy Director of Social Welfare
Department Durg Kamlesh Patel,
In-charge of Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan J Manoharan and senior
journalist EV Murali. 

GE Foundation coordinators
Pradeep Pillai, G Suresh, Shreyas S
Kumar, Subhaga Suresh, Sanjay
Mishra, Swati Pandwar, Mridula
Shukla, Jyoti Pillay, Anupama
Meshram, Swati Barik, Vishakha,
Prashant Ganveer, Vishnu Anand,
Adarsh Nair, K Vinod, Ravesh
Gupta, Ashit Surendran and Manish
Tawari extended support to male
the event successful. St Thomas
College, BIT Durg and Kalyani
Warriors extended special coopera-
tion in the event. The entire pro-
gram was ably conducted by
Pankaj Meshram and Javed Khan.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14:
Department of Mechanical
Engineering, Bhilai
Institute of Technology
Durg, conducted two days
Faculty Development pro-
gram on "Hands on train-
ing in Autodesk Fusion 360
software" on December 13-
14, 2022.

Viju Antony, was the re-
source person who is a cer-
tified evaluator and trainer
in Autodesk Fusion 360
software and is the
Director, BIMIT, CAD and
BIM Training Services
with an overall experience
of more than 20 years in
the industry, both Design
and production. The FDP
was organized keeping in
view about the present
changes and challenges in

technical education, which
needs software based teach-
ing. Fusion 360 is a cloud-
based 3D modeling, CAD,
CAM, CAE, and PCB soft-
ware platform for profes-
sional product design and
manufacturing. The FDP
was in-house and more
than 20 faculty members
from both Mechanical and
Civil Engineering partici-
pated and training was
done on one to one basis.
Participants were trained
in drawing, designing and

engineering a product to
ensure aesthetics, form, fit,
and function. They could
engineer, design and create
with comprehensive elec-
tronics and PCB design
tools too. The training was
fruitful and successful and
appreciated by all partici-
pants. Dr Arun Arora,
Director BIT Durg, Dr
Mohan Gupta, Principal
BIT Durg, Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice Principal
BIT Durg, Dr Shiena
Shekhar, Head of

Department (Mechanical
Engineering), were present
in inaugural ceremony.
FDP was coordinated by Dr
Manoj Kumar Pal
Professor Mechanical
Engineering and Dr
Devesh Shrivastava was co-
coordinator. All partici-
pants received their certifi-
cates from Autodesk
through cloud at the end of
training after uploading
their task.

Vijay Gupta, Chairman
BIT trust; IP Mishra,
Honourable Secretary BIT
Durg; Dr Arun Arora,
Director BIT Durg, Dr
Mohan Gupta, Principal
BIT Durg and Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice-principal
BIT Durg, praised and con-
gratulated the efforts of
Department in successfully
conducting the FDP.

Godna Shilp Training Programme 
for Village Women concludes

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: A three-
month Godna Shilp (tattoo
art on garments) training
programme was organised
in village Nandauri in
Durg District from Sept 05
to Dec 06, 2022 as part of
women empowerment ac-
tivity by the CSR Dept of
SAIL-BSP. As many as 25
women were trained.

An amount of Rs 3000
per month was also grant-
ed to the women as
stipend. Addressing the
concluding ceremony on
Dec 08, '22, Nilima
Nandanwar said handi-
crafts and such art Godna
Shilp are much in demand
in and out of the country.

As such, women who
have been trained can

earn reasonably well.
Present at the concluding
ceremony were village
sarpanch, Gitanjali
Verma, Dhankar, officials
of Hasthshilp Vikas Board
and villagers.

The programme was
compered by Rajni Rajak.
Sheorajan Nair, GM (CSR),
Sushil Kamde, Sr Mgr
(CSR), Vivek Mishra, Asst
Mgr (CSR) were specially
present on the occasion.

Construction Company instructed to 
provide Rs 15 lakh to orphaned child

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: District
Administration had in-
structed the Construction
Company involved in con-
struction of flyover at
Kumhari to provide a
compensation of Rs 15
lakhs to the orphaned
child who lost her parents
in a mishap at this flyover
on Saturday.

Due to the negligence
on the part of the con-
struction company, a man
and his wife had lost their
lives. District Collector
and SP conducted discus-
sion with the officials of
Royal Infra Company and
asked them to take respon-
sibility for the girl child.

It could be recollected

here that an FIR was
lodged under sections 337,
304 of IPC against the re-
sponsible officials of
Royal Infra Company fol-
lowing the death of a cou-
ple in a mishap at the
under construction fly-
over. The deceased were
Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan, residents of
Changorabhata, Raipur.

The couple with their
12-year-old daughter
Annu Dewangan had
come to attend a marriage
at village Janjgiri on their
moped bearing registra-
tion number CG04-NV-
5125. Around 20:40 hrs on
Saturday, they were re-
turning back home on the
moped.

Near Kumhari Square,
they took the flyover route
as there was no barricade,
stopper or diversion sign.
Due to lack of street light-
ing arrangements, the
rider failed to assess the
dead end on the flyover
and the family fell off the
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the spot
and the injured were
rushed to Government
Hospital in Kumhari.
Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan were declared
brought-dead at the hospi-
tal. The child Annu
Dewangan was shifted to
AIIMS Raipur for better
treatment.

After discussion with
the Collector and SP, the
officials of Royal Infra
Company agreed to take
care of the education and
other needs of the or-
phaned child Annu
Dewangan. For this, the
company agreed to pro-
vide an amount of Rs 15
lakhs.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava con-
ducted discussion with
the officials of the compa-
ny in this regard and
asked them to take the re-
sponsibility of the girl
child.

Collector and SP told
the Royal Infra officials
that the contract condi-
tions for the construction

of the flyover included
taking care of all safety
aspects. The negligence of
the company on the safety
issues led to the serious
accident. In this accident,
a girl lost her parents and
now she has a serious
problem of upbringing.

Hence, the company
should bear the expenses
of her upbringing. After
discussion, the manage-
ment agreed to provide an
amount of Rs 15 lakh. The
company will provide a
cheque of Rs 15 lakh to
the family members of
the child on Dec 15 in the
presence of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in the
Collectorate premises.

Power Zone felicitated 
with Pali  Shiromani & 

Karm Shiromani Award

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: Employees
belonging to Power zone of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded with the 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' on
December 10, 2022 for their
exemplary work perform-
ance under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Pali Shiromani  Award
winners of Power zone in-
cluded  Devendra  Kumar
Yadav, Senior Manager,

PNBS and  Karm
Shiromani  Award winners
Tarun Kumar Verma,
C/Man Senior Technician,
PNBS, Abdul Gani ,
C/Man cum Senior
Technician (E), PNBS,
Sahab Deen, Senior
Technician, PEM and
Gautam Rao Ramteke,
Operator (Boiler), PNBS
were felicitated for their ex-
emplary work.

The norms of social dis-
tancing were followed in
conducting and distribu-
tion of the prizes during

the function in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic.

The function was
presided over by Rajiv
Pandey, CGM (Power
Facilities). Departmental
HODs HK Sahu, GM I/c
(PNBS & PEM) and Heads
of the various sections pre-
sented the award winners
with a certificate of merit,
memento and appreciation
letter for the spouse of the
employee. The programme
was conducted by
Personnel Office of P&E
Zone.

Kin accept corpse after settlement
of compensation issues 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: Bhilai
Steel Plant management
agreed to provide appoint-
ment on compassionate
grounds to the dependents
of the contract worker
who was killed in a work-
place mishap at Sintering
Plant 2 on Tuesday. The
contractor also provided
Rs 2 lakh compensation
and Rs 61000 for the last
rites. Trade Union leaders
and local elected represen-
tatives camped at Sector 9
Mortuary till settlement of
the compensation issues.
Later, the kin accepted the
body and moved to their
native place in Orissa for
performing the last rites.

It could be recollected
here that a contract work-
er Kanha Charan Mehar
(37) was killed in a work-
place accident at Sinter
Plant 2. He worked for the
contractor M/s CB Patel.
Around 15:20 hrs on
Tuesday, Kanha Charan
Mehar and his co-workers
were deployed for the task
of fixing the conveyor roll
bundle at Conveyor No FS
9 in Sinter Plant 2. He suf-

fered fatal injuries with a
rod which was thrown
away while fixing the
heavy conveyor. He was
rushed to the Plant's Main
Medical Post where doc-
tors declared him brought
dead.

On Wednesday morning,
trade union leaders and
local elected representa-
tives reached Sector 9
Mortuary in support of
the bereaved family. Union
leaders Harishankar
Chaturvedi, Sharda Gupta,
Vashishtha Verma, Yogesh
Soni, Ashok, Vinod

Upadhyay, Ebison
Varghese, Senior
Corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra and BMC
Speaker Bunty Girwar
Sahu were present. Under
their pressure, the
Contractor CB Patel pro-
vided a total compensation
of Rs 2.61 lakh to the wife
of the deceased. On the be-
half of BSP management,
IR officer Nivesh handed
over the compassionate ap-
pointment letter to Rajni
Mehar, widow of the de-
ceased worker. One of the
dependents of the de-

ceased will be provided a
job by BSP. It needs to be
mentioned here that the
deceased was the father of
two daughters who are just
2 years and 6 years old. The
widow Rajni Mehar is a
graduate and according to
her qualification, the man-
agement will give her com-
passionate appointment.

Senior Corporator
Bashisth Narayan Mishra,
who always coordinates
for arranging ambulances
and creating green corri-
dors for the needy,
arranged an ambulance to

transport the body and his
family to their native place
in village Belpahar
(Orissa). BMC Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu also
remained present in sup-
port of the bereaved fami-
ly as the deceased was a
resident of his ward.

CITU leader Yogesh
Soni said that the death
toll of contract workers is
very high in industrial
mishaps. There is a need
to pay special attention to
the safety of contract
workers. Unnecessary re-
trenchment of contract la-
borers and recruitment of
new laborers is also not
correct from the point of
view of safety. The man-
agement must take con-
crete initiative to prevent
the increasing accidents.

Soni further said that to
avoid disputes after death,
it is necessary to make a
system and fix a uniform
compensation amount.
There is a dire need to
make rules to avoid the sit-
uation of disputes after
death. All the workers
should be insured for at
least Rs 15 lakhs so that
there is no dispute.
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Two day FDP on Autodesk Fusion 360 held at BIT Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: The 14th
Annual Sports Day of
Bhilai Ispat Vikas
Vidyalaya, Sector 6 was
held on December 13, 2022.
Free education is provided
to children from economi-
cally backward sections of
society at the school by
SAIL-BSP under its CSR
programme.

Sheorajan Nair, GM
(CSR) was the chief guest
of the programme while
Sushil Kamde, Sr Mgr
(CSR), Vivek Mishra, Asst
Mgr (CSR) and Rajni
Rajak, also from CSR Dept
were present as special
guests. Dr Rekha Dinesh

Pandey, Principal of the
school welcomed the
guests. The Annual Sports
began with lighting of the
torch and march-past by

students of the school.
Chief Guest inspected a
parade by students repre-
senting Agni, Akaash,
Prithvi and Trishul hous-

es of the school. Students
of Class 1 participated in
frog race while students of
Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 partici-
pated in potato race,
lemon race, book balanc-
ing three legged race, re-
spectively.

Students of Class 6 par-
ticipated in sack race,
while students of Class 7
and 8 participated in male
dressed and female
dressed race, respectively.
Giving away prizes to the
winners chief guest Shri
Nair addressed congratu-
lated the participants and
teachers and staff of the
school for successfully or-
ganising the annual
games.

Annual Sports Day of Bhilai Ispat
Vikas Vidyalaya concludes

Annual sports fair ‘Udaan’ for differently-abled children organised 



ANNUAL FUNCTION

Variety of programmes marked the annual function at PG Girls Daga College here on
Wednesday.
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Raipur, Dec 14: 

A special court in
Raipur on Wednesday sent
bureaucrat Saumya
Chaurasia, a deputy secre-
tary posted in
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s office, to judicial
custody till December 19
after the end of her ED re-
mand in a money launder-
ing case linked to an al-
leged coal levy scam in the
state.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Ajay Singh
Rajput sent Chaurasia to
five-day judicial custody
and she will be produced
in the court on December
19, said bureaucrat’s
lawyer Faizal Rizvi.

Chaurasia was arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
after questioning on

December 2.
The money laundering

investigation was
launched after the ED took
cognisance of an Income
Tax department com-
plaint.

The financial crimes
probe agency in October
carried out multi-city
raids in the state as part of
its probe. It also arrested
IAS officer Sameer
Vishnoi, coal trader
Suryakant Tiwari, his

uncle Laxmikant Tiwari
and coal businessman
Sunil Agrawal, and named
them accused in the al-
leged scam.

Last Friday, the ED filed
a prosecution complaint
(charge-sheet) before the
court against Vishnoi,
Suryakant Tiwari, his
uncle Laxmikant Tiwari
and Agrawal.

The case pertained to “a
massive scam in which an
illegal levy of Rs 25 per
tonne was being extorted
for every tonne of coal
transported in
Chhattisgarh by a cartel
involving senior bureau-
crats, businessmen, politi-
cians and middlemen”, the
ED has said.

Flats, jewellery, cash,
coal washeries and plots
belonging to Chaurasia,
Vishnoi and other accused
in the case have been at-
tached, the central agency
said on Saturday.

COAL LEVY SCAM

Court sends Saumya Chaurasia
to 5-day judicial custody

Ambikapur, Dec 14:

The Medical Education
Department of the state
government has suspend-
ed Dr Manju Ekka, a
Gynaecologist at the hos-
pital attached to Rajmata
Smt. Devendra Kumari
Singhdeo Government
Medical College (GMC)
Ambikapur with immedi-
ate effect for showing neg-
ligence in allocated work.
She has been suspended in
connection with the death
of patient Subuktara, hus-
band Israfil, was referred
from Pratappur in the hos-
pital affiliated with the
Medical College, on
November 29, in a case re-
lated to high-risk pregnan-
cy. Despite receiving infor-
mation from the hospital
during her on-call duty in
the hospital, she did not
promptly discharge her of-
ficial duties and responsi-

bilities. In the preliminary
inquiry report received on
December 01 regarding
the incident, it was found
that Dr Manju Ekka has
shown extreme negligence
in discharging her official
duties.

This act is a clear viola-
tion of Rule 3 of the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services (Conduct) Rules,
1965. She has been sus-
pended with immediate ef-
fect under Rule 9 (a) of the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services (Classification,
Control and Appeal) Rules,
1966 for showing negli-
gence in allocated work.
Her headquarters has
been fixed as office Civil
S u r g e o n - c u m - C h i e f
Hospital Superintendent,
District Hospital,
Surajpur and she will be
eligible for subsistence al-
lowance as per rules dur-
ing the suspension period.

Gynecologist 
Dr Manju Ekka of GMC
Ambikapur suspended

For negligence in duty

Raipur, Dec 14: 

In recognition of the
completion of four years
of government in
Chhattisgarh under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Dec 17 will be observed as
Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Divas. The Chief Minister
will also address the pub-
lic on this day. On the day
of Gaurav Divas, pro-
grammes will be organ-
ized in Gauthans, coopera-
tive society complexes,
paddy purchase centers,
Tendupatta collection cen-
ters, office sites of forest
produce management

committees, haat-bazaars,
wards of urban bodies of
all the districts. In these
programs, people will be
given information about
the achievements and will
also get information about
the public welfare
schemes and programs of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment in the last four
years.

Through a video confer-
ence held today at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan, Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain briefed the
D i v i s i o n a l
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
Collectors, District

Panchayat Chief
Executive Officers, Forest
Divisional Officers, and
senior officials involved
with these activities about
the Gaurav Diwas and
provided the required
guidance in this regard.
On Gaurav Diwas, events
will be held starting at 11
am in all Gauthans,
Tendupatta collection cen-
ters, and in urban area
wards, starting at 3 pm in
the areas of the Primary
Cooperative Society and
paddy purchase centers.

Participants of the pro-
gram that will be held in
Gauthan will include the

chairman and members of
the Gauthan committee,
farmers from the village,
landless workers, people’s
representatives, members
of local bodies, members
of the Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club, and local residents.
Public representatives
and local citizens will par-
ticipate in the program or-
ganized at the ward level
in urban areas. Gaurav
Divas will also be organ-
ized in tendu Patta collec-
tion centers and in village
markets in forest areas.

PCCF Sanjay Shukla
and Commissioner of
Public Relations
Dipanshu Kabra attended
the meeting through video
conferencing. Secretary,
Tribal and General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, Mr. D.D.
Singh, Secretary, of the
Agriculture Department,
Dr. Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary, of the Forest
Department, Mr. Prem
Kumar, and officers of
other departments were
present in the meeting.

CS reviews preparations 
for the Ch’garh Gaurav Divas

 On occasion of the

completion of four

years Baghel’s govt

 As part of Gaurav Divas

2017, Gauthans of the

state, paddy 

purchase centers, and

farmers will 

participate in the event.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1144::  “Don’t dismiss

the elements. Water soothes

and heals. Air refreshes and

revives. Earth grounds and

holds. Fire is a burning

reminder of our own will and

creative power. Swallow their

spells. There’s a certain sweet

comfort in knowing that you

belong to them all.” ? Victoria

Erickson The five elements or

the “panchamahabhutas”

Prithvi (Earth), Jal (Water),

Agni (Fire), Vayu (Air) and

Akash (Space) were the theme

of Abhivyakti 2022 in NH Goel

World School, Raipur. The

Grand gala of festivities was

inaugurated on Dec 14 by the

legendary former cricketer

Kapil Dev, recipient of Padma

Bhushan, Padma Shri and

Arjuna Award, former captain

of the1983 World Cup winning

Indian cricket team, the great-

est fast bowling all-rounder

India has ever produced,

famously known as the

Haryana Hurricane. The

Ocassion was graced by the

Chairman Suresh Goel,

Managing Director Rajendra

Goel, Esteemed board mem-

bers Narendra Goel, Anand

Goel, Director Principal Krishna

Bhati, Director Admininstration

S. K. Tomar and Vice Principal

Dr. Awinash Pandey.
With an intent to showcase

the inherent talent of all the
students and to embody the
spirit of inclusivity, students of
grade 4 to 12 participated
enthusiastically in every seg-
ment of Abhivyakti 2022. From
being an emcee to actors,
dancers, exhibitors, volun-

teers, artists, etc. students
exhibited the excellence in
their training, mentoring and
nurturing. A brilliant and vivid
display of exhibition with work-
ing and non-working models on
various subjects based on the
five elements was presented
by students. Alongside the
exhibition, amphitheatre per-

formance by the students
captivated the guests and par-
ents. Principal Krishna Bhati
was assisted by the School
Council members in sharing
the school report with the par-
ents. School achievements in
both CBSE and Cambridge
Boards were exemplary.
Students were awarded for

their achievements in various
curricular, co-curricular and
extra-curricular activities.
Some surprise awards for stu-
dents were as follows

Dances and dramas depict-
ing the cry of the mother Earth
to the humanity, pleading to
restore her to her former glory
was appreciated by one and all.

The Abhivyakti became a plat-
form for acknowledging the
cruelty the mankind has afflict-
ed not only on the Earth but on
itself and most importantly on
the very essence of our life
–The Panchtatvas.

In his message to the guests,
parents, teachers and students
the Chief Guest Kapil Dev
appreciated the students to
address the issues and con-
cerns for the Panchtatvas and
also acknowledged that we all
as human beings need to
become conscious about our
surrounding and start giving
back and restore the essence
of life not only for ourselves
but for our future generation.

In the end, the students of
Saksham Department present-
ed the silent National Anthem
and the guests and parents
were escorted to the lavish din-
ner hosted by the Sodexo
Hospitality Company.

Kapil Dev appreciates issues, concern by students on ‘Panchtatvas’
 Variety of programmes

mark Abhivyakti 
2022 in NH Goel 
World School

Raipur, Dec 15: 

Processing units will
be set up in selected rural
industrial parks of millet
producing areas of the
state. Food items pre-
pared from millet will
also be included in the
mid-day meals being run
in schools and hot meals
being served in
Anganwadi centers.
Apart from this, the use
of millet will be promot-
ed in security forces’
camp-training centers
etc. To promote the use of
millets in the meeting of
the State Level
Coordination Committee
constituted to promote
the production and use of
millets crops (kodo,
kutki, ragi, jowar) in the
state at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan on

Wednesday. CS gave in-
structions to prepare ac-
tion plan. Chief
Secretary Mr. Jain has
said that in order to in-
crease the production of
millets, a meeting should
be held at the committee
level of the registered
farmers and detailed in-
formation about the
loans and other facilities
being provided by the
government should be
given to the farmers.
Instructions were also
given to set up a process-
ing unit for these grains
in the selected Rural
Industrial Park (RIPA)-
Gauthan, where the pro-
duction of millet crops is
satisfactory. Along with

this, instructions have
been given to make
arrangements for the use
of millets grains in mid-
day meal scheme, hot
food in Anganwadis,
ashram hostels, camp-
training centers of secu-
rity forces and other
places. In the meeting,
the officials informed
that the year 2023 will be
celebrated as the
International Year of
Millets. In Chhattisgarh,
effective work has been
started through the
Millets Mission to pro-
mote the utility of millets
grains. The state govern-
ment has announced a
support price of Rs.3000
per quintal for Kodo and

Rs.3100 per quintal for
Kutki. Ragi will be pro-
cured at the rate of
Rs.3578 per quintal at the
support price fixed by the
Government of India.

PCCF Sanjay Shukla,
Principal Secretary,
Forest and Home Manoj
Pingua, Director General
of Police  Ashok Juneja,
Secretary General
Administration, D.D.
Singh, Secretary
Agriculture Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary, School
Education Dr. S.
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Secretary Food,
Topeshwar Verma,
Director Agriculture,
Ayaz Tamboli, Director of
Rural Livelihood
Mission, Avnish Sharan,
Director Women and
Child Development
Department Divya
Umesh Mishra along
with senior officers of
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Health
Department were pres-
ent.

Processing units will be set up 
in selected rural industrial parks: CS
 State level 

coordination 
committee meeting
related to production
processing and 
utilization of millets

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1144:: Union Bank of
India’s General Manager of
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, Roop Lal Meena
was in Chhattisgarh on a two-
day visit. After concluding the
meeting in Raipur, he reached
Bilaspur on Wednesday. While
talking to Central Chronicle/
Nava Bharat, Roop Lal Meena,
General Manager, MP and
Chhattisgarh, Union Bank of
India said that the develop-
ment of the country and the
state is closely linked to the
progress of the bank which  is
reviewed by the Bank’s man-
agement. 

In this, the manager is moti-
vated to fulfill the target given
by the top management and to
connect people with the bank-
ing system. Union Bank is now
also giving online loans to peo-
ple, he added.

He said that the bank helps
in all sectors including employ-
ment, agriculture, trade and
education, due to which devel-
opment is taking place. Earlier
people used to keep gold with
moneylenders and get money
for their valuables at high
rates, now the same work is
being done by the bank at a
cheaper rate. He said that the
increase in the Repo rate has
not impacted the demand for
loans. Due to this the interest

rate has increased and on the
other hand the deposit rate has
also gone up with no signifi-
cant decline in taking credit,
said Mr Meena.  For online
fraud cases,  people have to be
aware so that they can avoid
being cheated in this way, self-
awareness is important.

LLooaann  ffaacciilliittyy  ffrroomm  hhoommee
Union Bank GM said that the
bank is also fully active online
now; even loan facility is also
available easily sitting at
home. Union Bank is providing
complete facilities through the
app, in which more than three
hundred features have been
given.

FFDD  iiss  aallssoo  aa  ggoooodd  
iinnvveessttmmeenntt  ooppttiioonn

People are now investing in
FDs, for this also Union Bank is
offering better interest rates.
FDs are safest and good invest-
ment options available now.
Senior citizens are getting the
benefit of additional interest
rate on investment. Parents are
investing in the ‘Muskan’
scheme for children in which
the bank is offering an interest
of 7 to 7.5 per cent.

HHoommee  llooaann  iinn  33--ddaayy  aanndd  
ccaarr  llooaann  iinn  11  ddaayy

Meena said that everyone has
a dream to build a house, for
this the bank is giving home
loan  on less paperwork and no
processing charges and is dis-
bursed in just three days and
for car loan it is disbursed on
the same day.

Hike in Repo Rate not
to impact loan: Meena

Raipur, Dec 14:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel paid
tribute to the first
Deputy Prime Minister
of the country, Ex-Home
Minister Bharat Ratna
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
on his death anniversary
on December 15. Baghel
said that Sardar Patel’s
contribution during the
Indian freedom move-

ment and his role in na-
tion building cannot be
forgotten.

During the struggle for
independence, he led
many movements effi-
ciently. Even after attain-
ing independence,
Sardar Patel continued
to work towards uniting
India in one thread. He
played an important role
in merging the princely
states with the Union of
India. Because of his
strong will and determi-
nation, he came to be
known as Iron Man.

CM pays tribute to

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
 On his death 

anniversary

Raipur, Dec 15:

Chhattisgarh ranks sec-
ond in the country in im-
plementing the ‘Extended
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan’
(ePMSMA). Union
Minister of State for
Health Dr. Bharti Praveen
Pawar felicitated the state
for this achievement at the
National Maternal Health
Workshop organised in
New Delhi on Wednesday.
One lakh 48 thousand 851
ANC tests have been done
in the state during the cur-
rent financial year from
April to November. Under
the Prime Minister’s Safe
Motherhood Campaign,

the ANC test of pregnant
women is done on the 9th
of every month in the state.

Under the ‘Extended
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan’, ANC
tests are now being done
every month on the 9th as
well as on the 24th. Dr.
Alka Gupta, Joint Director
of Maternal Health
Program representing

Chhattisgarh in the
National Maternal Health
Workshop, Dr. Mithlesh
Chaudhary, Chief Medical
and Health Officer of
Raipur, State Program
Officer Dr. Shailendra
Agarwal and State Advisor
Ms. Abhilasha Sharma  re-
ceived the award on behalf
of the state in New Delhi.
State Program Officer of

Maternal Health Program
Dr. Shailendra Agarwal
said that a poster on High
Risk Pregnancy Tracking
Guidelines was presented
by the Chhattisgarh team
in the workshop. Through
the poster, it has been told
how high risk pregnancy
is being identified and
treated at the earliest.

Ch’garh ranks second in the country 
 In implementing

‘Extended Pradhan
Mantri Surakshit 
Matritva Abhiyan’

 Union Minister of State for
Health Dr. Bharti Praveen
Pawar felicitated state 
in the National Maternal
Health Workshop

 Union Bank, General

Manager said that now

online loan facility is also

available. It is very 

important to be self-aware

to avoid online fraud
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Mahasamund, Dec 14:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reached the Pirda
village of Basna con-
stituency today as part of
his state-wide extensive
Bhent Mulaqat program.
Addressing the gathering,
Baghel said that the state
government is going to
complete four years of
governance on December
17 and we have fulfilled
every promise made to the
general public including
farmers, youth, women,
students, tribals and will
continue to do the same.
The first promise was in
the interest of farmers
and it was fulfilled by
waiving off the loans of
farmers. Also Rs 2500 per
quintal is being paid to
farmers for paddy  includ-
ing support price and
input subsidy. The domes-
tic electricity bill has also
halved, we have also en-
sured our promises in the
avenues of health, educa-
tion and employment gen-
eration”. During today’s
Bhent Mulaqat program,
the CM made several an-

nouncements for the de-
velopment of the area on
the request of public rep-
resentatives and villagers.
He announced the con-
struction of new college
building in Pirda, sub
tehsil in village Pirda, es-
tablishment of Swami
Atmanand school in vil-
lage Sankara, the Chief
Minister also announced
the upgradation of Sankra
and Pirda gram panchay-
ats to Nagar Panchayat,
construction of Gaurav
Path in Nagar Panchayat
Basna, construction of
road from Sankra
Parsavani Marg to Rikha

Dadar, construction of
new bridge on Kudekel
drain.

Electricity bill will be
halved for the industries
that will be set up in RIPA

Chief Minister Baghel
said that our aim is to in-
crease the income of
everyone in the state. The
state government is con-
tinuously working in the
field of education, health
and employment. For
those who want to set up
industries, a Rural
Industrial Park is being
set up in Gauthan at a cost
of Rs 2 cr. Space has been
made available to the en-

trepreneurs for enterpris-
es like Telghani brick
making etc., electricity is
also being given to them at
half rate. With this, not
only will the entrepreneur
attain self-employment,
but he will also be able to
provide employment to
other people as well.

He further said that peo-
ple are getting the benefit
of Chief Minister’s
Vishesh Swasth Sahayta
Yojna where assistance of
up to Rs 20 lakh is being
given. Free treatment is
also being done at Haat
Bazar Clinic. We have
opened Swami Atmanand

English medium School so
that the under-privileged
children class can also get
free education in English
medium.

In today’s session, a resi-
dent farmer of Kesharpur
who practices advanced
farming, namely
Tukaram, told the Chief
Minister that his loan of
Rs 1 lakh was waived off
and he bought a Bolero
car. Farmer Kuso, a resi-
dent of Saraibhadra, told
the Chief Minister that he

owns 80 decimals of land.
He did not get the benefit
of loan waiver from the so-
ciety. On this, the Chief
Minister ordered an in-
quiry regarding debt re-
lief. Lalit Pradhan said
that there is a loan of 2
lakh 73 thousand, he has
already repaid a loan of 8
lakh to the Land
Development Bank.

On raising the loan re-
lated issue by Lalit
Pradhan, the Chief
Minister assured him for
early settlement of the
loan taken from the Land
Development Bank. Ratni
Bai told the Chief
Minister that she does not
have a ration card, it is in
the name of her sons, but
it has not been made her
name, she has applied for
the card two-three months
ago. On this, the Chief
Minister gave instructions
to the Collector to get ra-
tion cards made immedi-
ately.

The elderly lady
Rajkumari told that rice,
sugar, salt are all being
provided with the ration
card.

Ch’garh govt has fulfilled every 
promise made to the general public: CM

 Announcement of Sub

Tehsil in Pirda

 Swami Atmanand

School to be 

established in  Sankra

village, new building 

of Pirda College to be

built, Gaurav Path will

be built in Basna 

Nagar Panchayat

 Gram Panchayat

Sankra and Pirda will

be upgraded to Nagar

Panchayat

Raipur, Dec 14: Ashoka
Super Speciality Hospital,
Pandri, Raipur has intro-
duced the highest technol-
ogy for the first time in
Central India with the in-
auguration of Artificial
Intelligence in IVF. With
the introduction of this
new technology, Ashoka
Super Speciality Hospital
is among the limited super
speciality hospital and the
only in Chhattisgarh to
offer the latest in advanced
IVF. Pioneer Ashoka IVF
has launched Artificial
Intelligence powered
deeply personalized treat-
ments to provide effective
male-female treatments
with Seragen Bio
Therapeutics Private
Limited.This marks the
availability of affordable,
effective and proven repro-
ductive health and well-
ness treatments in
Chhattisgarh, and the
neighbouring state of
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,

Vidarbha, Jharkhand,
Bihar and the major part
of India as well. Through
this exclusive technology,
Ashoka’s advanced IVF
alongwith Seragen Bio
Therapeutics Private
Limited will be able to pro-
vide certainty to concep-
tion helping couples over-
come miscarriages and re-
peated pregnancy loss,
help to avoid gametes and-
donor as for as possible
improvement, and con-
ceive with own egg-semen
as well as help in treat-
ment of unexplained in-
fertility too. Sharing his
views on the new and ex-
clusive addition to the hos-
pital, Chairman of
Ashoka Super Speciality
Hospital Dr. Sureshkumar
said “We are thrilled to
transform couples to
happy parents with world
class interventions with
A.I. Asserman’s syndrome
condition  can also be
treated”.

Ashoka Super Speciality
Hospital launches 

Artificial Intelligence in IVF

Balconagar, Dec 14: 

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium, is exploring
applications of biodiesel
across plant operations as
part of its strategy to de-
carbonize operations. As
a first step, the company
is using it as fuel for tech-
nological vehicles used
for transportation purpos-
es across the plant.
Biodiesel is a form of
green fuel derived from
organic matter which,
when burned, has a signif-
icantly lower carbon foot-
print as compared to con-
ventional, non-renewable
fuels. This is yet another
initiative in the compa-
ny’s journey to reduce
carbon emissions to zero
by 2050 or sooner.

Energy conservation
and increase in adoption
of Green fuels form the
two most important pil-
lars of BALCO’s journey
of de-carbonization.
Towards this end, BALCO
is looking at increasing
the quantum of renew-
ables in its energy mix
through various sources
of green fuels, such as re-
newable energy, biomass,
biodiesel, etc. For in-

stance, the company is
currently utilizing 40-50
tonnes of biomass bri-
quettes per day at its
power plants and has
plans to further increase
the quantum of biomass
consumption to reduce its
reliance on fossil fuel.
BALCO has also success-
fully conducted trial runs
for using biodiesel in
smelter operations for
preheating molten metal
(aluminium) carrying ve-
hicles, called ‘ladles’,
which transfer the hot
metal in its molten state
from its potlines to cast
houses. A potline is a
long building, or collec-
tion of buildings, located
in a smelter and contains
a series of ‘pots’, or large
electrolytic cells, in which
aluminium smelting is
carried out.In FY 2022,
through various energy
conservation initiatives,
BALCO has conserved
nearly 22,000 GJ of ener-
gy. Speaking about
BALCO’s commitment to-
wards decarbonizing its
operations in the long
term, Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said,
“BALCO is committed to
be an active participant in

the sustainable growth of
Chhattisgarh and India at
large. We are undertaking
a multitude of initiatives
to reduce our carbon foot-
print. The successful be-
ginning of using biodiesel
in various parts of our op-
erations encourages us to
remain attuned to emerg-
ing technologies for re-
ducing our carbon foot-
print. Through such ini-
tiatives we aim to achieve
the larger goal of creating
a sustainable future for
the generations to come
and we are dedicatedly
driving the Environment,
Social and Governance
(ESG) dimensions of sus-
tainability for building a
greener tomorrow.”

Over the years, BALCO
has been proactively
working for environmen-
tal protection and energy
conservation which has
resulted in various recog-
nitions like, National
Energy Leaders Awards
2022 in Metal Sector at the
CII 23rd National Award
for Excellence in Energy
Management, declared as
an Excellent Energy
Efficient Unit for third
time in a row by CII.
BALCO has also been con-
ferred with the presti-
gious IMC RBNQ
Milestone Merits
Recognition 2021 award.

BALCO explores biodiesel application 

 For various plant
operations

Koriya, Dec 14:

Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh conducted  in-
spection of Paddy
Purchase Centre (PPC) in
Sonhat and Rajouli in
order to ensure smooth
conduct of purchase of
paddy as per govern-
ment’s priority. He closely
conducted inspection of
all the registers being
maintained in the society
and also checked the on-
line and offline records.
He asked the Nodal offi-
cers present to ensure
regular inspection of pro-
curement centres and en-
sure better system. He
asked the officers to en-
sure that the farmers do
not face any inconven-
iences and warned that in
case of any complaint

strict action will be taken
against the concern.

During the inspection
Langeh got checking of
gunny bags filled with
paddy on random basis
and added that weighing
of paddy bags be done in
proper manner. While
checking the register for

purchases made so far, he
took information about
the number of registered
farmers in the Samiti and
about the farmers who
have sold their paddy so
far. He also closely
checked about paddy re-
jected, inflow of paddy,
gunny bags distribution,

stock register and others.
At PPC in Rajouli, he

directed the gunny bags
in-charge to ensure its
availability in right num-
ber and it should be regu-
larly checked in the
godown. The stacking of
paddy should be done in
proper manner. During
this he also held talks
with the farmers present
and took their feedback.
Farmer Dayashankar
from Gram Odari with
170 bags of paddy in-
formed that he has total

3.300 hect land and of
which he is selling paddy.
On feedback taken by
Collector, he said that suf-
ficient arrangements
have been made in the
PPC.

So far 1,75,926 quin-
tal paddy sold by farm-
ers:

In the district, so far
farmers have sold,
1,75,926 quintal paddy. As
per instructions by
Collector VK Langeh, the
lifting of paddy procured
is also being done on time
and so far, 125,520 quintal
paddy has been lifted. The
work of physical verifica-
tion by the Nodal officer
is also being done to mon-
itor the same.

Collector conducts in-
spection of Tribal’s
Girls Ashram:

Collector VK Langeh
conducted inspection of
Tribal Girl’s Ashram in
Sonhat and met the girls
present. He inquired
about the residential fa-
cilities, food, education
and sports from the girls
of the Ashram. When the
Collector reached Class
5th, the girls accorded
him warm welcome. A
girl Priya recited a poem
and on which Collector
congratulated her. He also
inspected the kitchen, toi-
let, sleeping room, food
room in the Ashram and
gave instructions to de-
velop ‘Poshan Badi’ in the
Ashram to the girls pre-
sen. He said that safety of
girls is of prime impor-
tance and for this Nodal
officer should conduct in-
spection regularly.

Collector conducts inspection of PPCs
 In Rajouli and

Sonhat
 Directs to 

ensure all facilities
for farmers

MMaannddiirr  HHaassaauudd,,  DDeecc  1144::  

With the aim of honoring the
dancing skills and prowess of stu-
dents, ‘the Inter-Class solo dance
competition was organized for
the students of Class Nursery to
II on 12-12-2022 at Monnet DAV
Public School at the school audi-
torium.

The competition began with
great zest and excitement. All the
participants were dressed in col-
orful costumes and set the stage
on fire with their enthralling and
energetic performance. It also
increased self-confidence and

self-esteem of the children. The
participants expressed and
showcased their dancing talents
through props, appropriate cos-
tumes and good choreography. 

The function was graced by
the Principal Rajkumar Sharma.
He was mesmerized with gaiety
and combination of colors in the
dance performances. On the
occasion, he also quoted that
success is an epitome of hard
work and was pleasantly sur-
prised to note the passion and
interest with which the student
participated. Overall competition
was a great success.

Solo dance competition held

at Monnet DAV Public School

Ashadevi
Chhabaria

Raipur: Ashadevi, R/o
Shankar Nagar,
breathed her last on
Tuesday. She was 87.
The final rites were
performed at Devendra
Nagar crematorium.
She was mother of
Nitin Chhabaria and
sister-in-law of
Nandlal Chhabaria
and aunty of Dr
Sanjay, Sunil and Amit
Chhabaria.

OBITUARY

Raipur, Dec 14: 

Department of
Advertising and Public
Relations of Kushabhau
Thakre University of
Journalism and Mass
Communication (KTU-
JMC), Kathadih, Raipur
visited in Chhattisgarh
Samvad office, a state au-

tonomous body under
Public Relations
Department here on
Wednesday.

In Chhattisgarh
Samvad, students visited
various departments viz.
Release Order depart-
ment, Electronic media
monitoring department,
digital media monitoring

department, advertising
department, publication
department, Editorial de-
partment Janman and oth-
ers.

Students of MA- APR
shoot the photo and video
as well as attended the con-
ference hall meeting head-
ed by Joint Director
Umesh Mishra, Additional

CEO Saumil Ranjan
Chaubey, Deputy Director
Hiralal Dewangan, jour-
nalist Devesh Tiwari in
order to guide the students
about the PR works of
Chhattisgarh government.

Joint Director Umesh
Mishra interacted with
students and asked ques-
tions about PR and

Advertising. CEO Saumil
Ranjan Chaubey stated
about the understanding
of audience in the field of
PR.

In enlightenment of
Head of the department
(HOD) Dr. Ashutosh
Mandavi and Asst. Prof.
Shailendra Khandelwa,
this education tour was or-
ganised in a manner
where students can learn
and perform their practi-
cal work of PR and
Advertising. Under the su-
pervision of Asst. Prof.
Chaitali Pandey guided
students for field work and
establish coordination be-
tween institutions and stu-
dents

Students of KTUJMC visit Ch’garh Samvad
 As part of their

educational tour

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Dec 14: In
context of ‘Booth Jodo-
Youth Jodo’ and release
of poster, national secre-
tary and Chhattisgarh
co-in-charge Priyanka
Sarsar convened a meet-
ing of party workers at
booth level of District
Youth Congress (DYC) in
Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi district under
Bilaspur division on
Monday and launched
the above campaign. It
was on maiden arrival of
National Secretary, the
YC District President

Aman Sharma accorded
him grand welcome
along with committee
members and brought all
the senior Congress lead-
ers on the dais of Youth
Congress.

On this occasion
Priyanka Sarsar ap-
pealed the YC workers
and leaders to extend all

possible help in the
forthcoming 2023 VS
elections. He also made it
aptly clear to the
President Aman Sharma
that any office bearer if
is not working properly
and upto the mark can
face action after issuing
notice. He asked to ap-
point young workers in

YC and take work from
them and those who are
working in selfless man-
ner without any post
should be brought for-
ward.

In this programme
along with Priyanka
Sarsar, national secre-
tary and co-i-charge CG,
State V-P Ashish
Awasthi, state secy.
Rameshwar Puri
Goswami, Pushpendra
Sahu, Marwahi MLA KK
Dhruv, Member ST
Commission Archana
Porte, District President
Manoj Gupta, Nagar
Panhayat V-P Pankaj
Tiwari, Shaheed Raeen,
Mudrika Sarrati, Bala
Kashyap, Fahim Khan,
Idrish Ansari, Nilesh
Sahu, Ghanshyam
Thakur and others were
present.

National Secy appeals YC leaders to fold-up sleeves
 For the next VS

polls 2023
 Accorded 

warm welcome by
YC leaders



Central Chronicle News

KKhhaaiirraaggaarrhh,,  DDeecc  1144::  In yet another sig-

nificant effort to promote the initiative
of paddy stubble donation of the state
government, the district administra-

tion has urged the cooperative soci-
eties to encourage farmers to donate
paddy stubble in Gauthans.
Khairagarh-Chhuikhadan-Gandai
Collector Dr Jagdish Kumar Sonkar
chaired a meeting of managers of
the cooperative societies located in
the district and asked them to moti-
vate farmers--who are selling paddy
through the societies--for donating
their stubble in Gauthans instead of

burning it. The initiative is witness-
ing a good response with farmers
reaching Gauthans with great en-
thusiasm to donate their paddy
stubble.  Farmers Jagrut Verma,
Sanat Verma, Ramakrishna Verma,
Rakesh Verma, Krishna Sahu,
Kishore Sahu, and Satyendra Sahu
of Cooperative Society Ataria,
Padadah donated 7 trolleys of stub-
ble to Kukurmuda Gauthan on
Tuesday. Similarly, farmers of Gram
Panchayat Panduka, Mudhipar,
Khaprikalar, Vikrampur Shri Ravilal,

Moolchand, Bhuvaneshwar Pal,
Gyaneshwar Verma and Vishal Patel
donated 7 trolleys of paddy stubble. 

A total of 10 trolleys of stubble
each were donated by farmers of
Ataria and Bhorampurkala
(Singhori) Society, Shri Naresh
Mahilange and Shri Rekhlal Sahu re-
spectively. The district Collector has
directed to felicitate both the farm-
ers at the committee level.

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  DDeecc  1144::  A decom-
posed body with awful smell of
a person named Kanti
Chaturvedi (30), R/o
Salhevarpara was recovered
from 'Makai Pond', when it
was identified by few labour-
ers who went to wash-off
hands & legs in the pond at
4:00 pm in on Tuesday evening. 

The labourers immediately

informed it to the Police and
on which DSP Shersingh Bade,
Cyber Crime in-charge Naresh

Banjare reached along with
team and somehow took out
the body from the pond.

The police team found that
his neck has been slit through
some sharp-edged weapon
and after three hours when the
police held inquiry, the body
was identified. 

Prima-facie the police is also
considering it to be a case of
murder, as there is deep
wound on the head and throat
too seems to be had been slit.
The police informed that a
missing report was filed in
Kotwali thana and the murder
is still a mystery. 

The body was sent for post-
mortem and the police has
made its informers active and
checking all CCTV details
nearby and also holding in-
quiry with the family members
about dispute with someone.

Irrigation facility being 
provided to inaccessible areas

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Dec 14: In a
bid to provide adequate ir-
rigation facility for farm-
ing, solar power pumps
have been installed in the
inaccesible areas in the
newly formed Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi district.

Solar pumps are being
set up by the
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA) under the Saur
Sujala scheme. It is note-

worthy that more than
800 solar pumps have
been installed in the dis-
trict so far.

These include solar
pumps installed in
Gauthans and pastures
under the Suraji Gram

yojna. Apart from this,
solar pumps have also
been installed in the
homes of 14 tribal fami-
lies under Saur Sujala
Yojana by CREDA with
the beneficiary contribu-
tion amount issued for

solar pumps by
Integrated Tribal
Development Project.

Earlier, the farmers of
the district were unable
to pursue farming with
full efficiency despite hav-
ing arable land due to

lack of electricity for irri-
gation, but with solar
pumps installed, ade-
quate water for irrigation
is available and they are
flawlessly pursuing farm-
ing.

This has also improved
their income significant-
ly. Due to dependence on
rain water for irrigation,
earlier they were only
able to cultivate  paddy,
but due to the installation
of solar pumps in their
fields, now they are culti-
vating paddy as well as
vegetables, mustard,
wheat etc.

With the diversification
of crop cultivation in the
region,continuous socio-
economic improvement is
being seen in the lives of
these tribal families.
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p Police suspects 
it to be murder

p With the installation
of solar pumps

p Solar pump installed
in the farmlands of
14 tribal families

Man beats girlfriend to death 
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 14: A
25-year-old woman was
allegedly beaten to
death by her boyfriend
at a tea stall in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Dhamtari district, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The incident took place
at the victim's tea stall
in Magarlod town of
the district on Monday
evening, an official
said.

The accused alleged-
ly attacked his girl-
friend Reshami Sahu
with a stick and fled the
spot, Dhamtari
Superintendent of
Police Prashant
Thakur said. Sahu ran
tea stall near Magarlod
Nagar Panchayat office
to earn a living, while
the accused is a resi-
dent of Khisora village

under the Magarlod po-
lice station limits, he
said.

The villagers alerted
the police after they
found the woman lying
in a pool of blood with
head injuries, the offi-
cial said. The woman
was rushed to a nearby
community health cen-
tre, where she died dur-

ing treatment, he said.
The accused and vic-

tim had been in a rela-
tionship for four years.
The couple had quar-
relled on the day of in-
cident, the official said.
The accused suspected
his girlfriend of having
an affair and attacked
her in a fit of rage, he
added.

About the incident
The incident took place at the victim's tea stall

in Magarlod town of the district on Monday
evening. The accused allegedly attacked his girl-
friend Reshami Sahu with a stick and fled the
spot.

Sahu ran tea stall near Magarlod Nagar
Panchayat office to earn a living, while the ac-
cused is a resident of Khisora village under the
Magarlod police station limits. The villagers
alerted the police after they found the woman
lying in a pool of blood with head injuries.The
woman was rushed to a nearby community
health centre, where she died during treatment.

Decomposed body of person found in pondNSS workers informed 
about objectives of camp

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 13: A seven
day special NSS camp is
being organised by Govt
HS School, Nagar Palika,
in Gram Devari Sangawa
and in this 56 candidates
are taking part. The camp
was inaugurated by
Sarpanch Gram Devari
Sangawa - Roshini Jillu
Ghurav and Dy.

Sarpanch Pratima
Chandraprakash Oagre
and Panch
Chandraprakash Sapre,
Bagwati Nishad, Deepak
Patel, Jagdish Koshle,
Advocate Khamn Purle by
garlanding photo of
Goddess Saraswati and
lighting the traditio-
nal lamp.

On the second day of the

camp, Coordinator NSS
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
University Bilaspu Manoj
Sinha is providing guid-
ance to NSS workers and
organised a voter aware-
ness SVEEP rally under
his leadership.

On the third day of the

camp, Principal of School
Vijay Kumar Soni and lec-
turer Prahlad Nath JOgi,
Govt HS School, Gadamod
and Programme Officer
Govt NSG College,
Pramod Kumar
Dewangan, Programme of-
ficer Govt HS School

Chatan Mohan Upadhyay
apprised the NSS workers
about the NSS activities
and personality develop-
ment through social serv-
ice.

Rahul Mallah President
Daffodil Youth Education
highlighted about the ob-
jectives of the camp. In the
morning hours of the
camp, Suresh Khusaro
and Purshottam Jaiswal
and their teams gave infor-
mation on Yoga Education
to the camp participants.

The camp was conduct-
ed by Programme Officer
Kishan Lal Dewangan and
Assistant Ganesh Sonkar.
In this programme,
Principal Got School
Devari Sangawa- Bharat
Singh Kshatriya gave
valuable contribution.

Through seven-day NSS camp in Gram Devari Sangawa

Farmers reaching Gauthans with great enthusiasm 

What official says….
"A body in decomposed

form has been found in

'Makai' pond and it is having

injury on the neck and head

and the police is conducting

investigation into the same."

Shersingh- DSP.  
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Women weave a traditional grass mat, locally known as ‘Wagov’, in Srinagar, Wednesday. 

PROTEST OVER CLASHES

Members of Bharat Tibet Sahyog Manch stages a protest over clashes between Indian and Chinese soldiers in
Tawang sector, near China Embassy in New Delhi, Wednesday.

BRIEF

NBW
 Ballia: A local court

here on Tuesday is-
sued non-bailable war-
rants against former
minister and BJP
leader Anand
Swaroop Shukla, and
three others after they
failed to appear before
it in a nine-year-old
case of attempted
murder of a student
leader. The court also
directed police to ar-
rest the accused and
produce them before it
on December 19, said
Dinesh Tiwari, coun-
sel of student leader
Sudhir Ojha.

Reshuffle
 Mumbai: In a major

reshuffle, the
Maharashtra govern-
ment on Tuesday ei-
ther promoted or
transferred 30 IPS offi-
cers including police
commissioners of
Pune, Amravati, and
Navi Mumbai. Pune
Police Commissioner
Amitabh Gupta has
been promoted to the
Additional IG, Law
and Order,
Maharashtra. He is re-
placed by Ritesh
Kumar who will take
charge as the Pune
Police Commissioner,
an official release
said.

Complaints
 New Delhi: The

IRCTC has received
more than 5,000 com-
plaints related to qual-
ity of food in trains in
the past seven months,
Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Wednesday.
Replying to a query in
Lok Sabha, Vaishnaw
said between April 1,
2022, and October 31,
2022, the Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation
received a total of
5,869 complaints of
food quality in trains.

Arrested
 Chandigarh: Police

have arrested three
out of five suspected
shooters involved in
the killing of a cloth
merchant in
Jalandhar district, the
state’s top police offi-
cer said on
Wednesday.
Bhupinder Singh alias
Timmy Chawla, 39,
who was under police
protection, was shot
dead by five people on
December 7 in
Jalandhar’s Nakodar.

Probed 
 New Delhi: The

National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has so
far registered 497
cases of terrorism and
judgment has been
pronounced in 67
cases of which convic-
tion has been obtained
in 65 cases. Union
Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai
said in Rajya Sabha
that as on December 2,
the NIA has registered
497 cases including
the recent Coimbatore
blast incident.

CM of Uttarakhand Pushkar
Singh Dhami releases tri-
coloured balloons during

inauguration of the 11th All
India Police Archery

Championship in Dehradun,
Wednesday.

Amethi (UP), Dec 14 (PTI):

Rahul Gandhi would
contest the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections again from
Amethi with which the
Nehru-Gandhi family has
old ties, Uttar Pradesh
Congress leader Ajay Rai
claimed on Wednesday.

Rai, the regional head of
the party in UP, also said
that it is his appeal to the
people of Amethi to send
Rahul Gandhi to Delhi by
electing him as an MP
again with a huge margin.

“The Gandhi-Nehru
family has old relations
with Amethi...no one can
weaken it. Rahul Gandhi
will contest from Amethi
in 2024,” Rai told reporters
here.

There has been no word
from the party so far on
the former Congress presi-
dent fighting the next par-
liamentary elections again
from Amethi. Rahul

Gandhi, who had won the
Amethi parliamentary
seat for three times in a
row, was defeated by BJP
leader and Union minister
Smriti Irani in 2019 elec-
tions. He is currently rep-
resenting Kerala’s
Wayanad constituency in
Lok Sabha. Rahul
Gandhi’s parents Rajiv
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi

had won from Amethi in
the past. Speaking about
the ongoing ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ led by Rahul
Gandhi, Rai who had un-
successfully contested Lok
Sabha elections from
Varanasi in 2014 and in
2019 said that the yatra is
currently passing through
Rajasthan and will enter
Uttar Pradesh on January
3 or 4 next year.

But before that, the UP
Congress is taking out re-
gional yatras on the lines
of Bharat Jodo Yatra at
various places, he said,
adding that for this, the
state has been divided into
six regions and a president
has been appointed for
each region.

On December 11, the re-
gional yatra started from
Prayagraj under Rai’s
leadership and reached
Amethi on Wednesday via
Kaushambi and
Pratapgarh.

‘Rahul to contest 2024
LS polls from Amethi’

Ajay Rai

Chennai, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The ruling DMK’s youth
wing secretary and MLA,
Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Wednesday assumed the
office of Minister for
Youth Welfare and Sports
Development and asserted
that he would answer the
criticism of ‘family poli-
tics’ through his work.

On assumption of office,
Udhayanidhi accorded
sanction to three initia-
tives, by signing on official
documents. Hike in pen-
sion to indigent sportsper-
sons to Rs 6,000 per month
from Rs 3,000, sanction of
pension to more persons
and conducting Chief
Minister’s Trophy tourna-

ments at a cost of Rs 47
crore (2022-23) were among
the schemes. Accusations
of family politics was
nothing new to him and it
was also unavoidable, he
said, adding he would face
it and answer the jibes

aimed at him through
sheer work. “Tell me if
there are any grievances,”
he told reporters after tak-
ing oath of office. The crit-
icism was just the same
when he was appointed
the party’s youth wing

chief in 2019 and then,
when picked as a party
candidate to contest the
2021 Assembly election,
Udhayanidhi said in a
statement. “I will try to
win the hearts of the peo-
ple through my work,” he
said pointing to his new
‘responsibility’ of Youth
Welfare Minister. “I will
try to do my best by taking
the new responsibility as a
challenge.” He listed the
party work he has ren-
dered, services to the peo-
ple as a legislator and dur-
ing the coronavirus pan-
demic. In the presence of
Chief Minister M K Stalin
and his Cabinet col-
leagues, Udhayanidhi was
administered the oath of
office and secrecy by
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi in a simple swearing-
in ceremony held at the
Raj Bhavan.

Udhayanidhi Stalin sworn in as TN Minister

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin presents a bouquet to
DMK MLA Udhayanidhi Stalin during the latter’s swearing-in
ceremony as Tamil Nadu Minister, at Raj Bhavan in Chennai,
Wednesday.

 Says he will trash
‘family politics’
taunt with his work

Mumbai, Dec 14: 

Globally, the world is
witnessing an ongoing rise
in mental health issues, ac-
celerated by the global pan-
demic. Medix, a global
health management com-
pany, delivering impactful
responses to health needs
servicing millions of cus-
tomers, with a team of
over 300 in-house physi-
cians, and a global quality
accredited network of over
4,500 world-leading special-
ists, has entered into a
strategic partnership with
Mpower - an Initiative of
Aditya Birla Education
Trust and leader in the
mental health space in
India that brings together
a strong force of over 600
experienced mental health
professionals, offering
world-class, scientifically
proven intervention tech-
niques impacting more

than 121 million lives posi-
tively. As part of the collab-
oration, Mpower and
Medix will offer integrated
and advanced tech solu-
tions for making mental
health services more ac-
cessible in India. Together,
Mpower and Medix will
change the mental health
dialogue in India while
promoting new ways of

getting help and support.
The partnership brings a
new, holistic approach to
mental and emotional
counselling and mentor-
ship, specifically designed
to reach the youth of the
country. As part of this
strategic partnership,
Medix India will bundle
Mpower’s mental health
services into its various

care programs, offering its
customers and partners
which include leading in-
surers, corporate employ-
ers and other stakeholders,
access to Mpower clinics
and virtual mental health
services. Through the part-
nership Mpower as a
knowledge and service
partner will bring in its ex-
pertise in the mental
health space offering vari-
ous proven mental health
solutions and therapies to
patients seeking mental
health support, whereas
Medix will bring forth its
global expertise in quality
assurance, goal-setting
strategies, clinical path-
ways, digital mental and
physical assessments and
innovative tools for out-
comes measurement and
analytics etc , thus reshap-
ing how mental care is per-
ceived and accessed so far
in India.

‘Efforts to reduce the stigma around mental health in India’

L to R) Ms. Sigal Atzmon, President and CEO of Medix.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI):
Acid attack survivor and
activist Laxmi Agarwal on
Wednesday said she will
extend all possible assis-
tance to the 17-year-old girl
who was attacked with
acid in west Delhi and
urged authorities to strict-
ly implement the ban on
the corrosive substance.

Agarwal, who herself
survived an acid attack at
the age of 15, had come to
meet the victim at
Safdarjung Hospital’s
burn ICU but was stopped
by authorities.

Two masked men on a
bike flung acid on the 17-
year-old victim who was
attacked minutes after she
left her home for school
and is battling serious in-
juries. As outrage spread
over the attack, women’s

groups and others, includ-
ing Lt Governor V K
Saxena, raised questions
on the availability of acid
in markets despite a ban
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asked
how the accused could
have gathered so much
courage. “I want to help
the victim with her treat-

ment and provide her
counselling. Our founda-
tion will support the girl.
She should be given good
treatment. Most of the
time what happens is that
when acid is thrown, it
also affects the eyes. So
priority remains that it
does not affect the eyes in
any way. “ Agarwal told re-
porters. The journey of
Agarwal, from being a vic-
tim to an activist, was also
portrayed in the 2020 film
‘Chhapaak’ with Deepika
Padukone playing the titu-
lar role. In the wake of in-
creasing acid attacks, the
Supreme Court had in 2013
banned over-the-counter
sale of acid at retail out-
lets and ordered a compen-
sation of Rs 3 lakh to be
paid by the state govern-
ments to each victim.

‘All possible assistance to teen
who was attacked with acid’

Laxmi Agarwal 

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

TMC MP Saugata Roy
on Wednesday demanded
a discussion in Lok Sabha
on the Chinese aggression
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC,) urging the
government to take steps
to ensure the safety and se-
curity of the entire region
of Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Arunachal
Pradesh.

Raising it as ‘an issue of
urgent public importance’
in the Lower House, Roy
said India has to give care-
ful and specific attention
to the improvement of in-
frastructure in border
areas in order to facilitate
the economic development
of these areas and meet
the country’s strategic and
security requirements.

“Very recently there
were clashes between

Indian and Chinese sol-
diers of the PLA in
Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh. The Chinese
army is making aggres-
sive moves along the Line
of Actual Control in
Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim, trying to alter the
status quo in Ladakh and
has intensified patrolling
along the undemarcated
eastern frontier and began
re-enforcing military posts
and infrastructure,” he
said. He said the border
situation is “alarming”.

“The PLA is illegally oc-
cupying approximately
38,000 square kilometres of
Indian territory in Ladakh
and Arunachal Pradesh.
This increasing deploy-
ment of Chinese troops
closer to the border of the

eastern sector is alarming.
They have also been de-
ploying additional mili-
tary assets besides show-
ing aggressive intent and
increasing patrolling,”
Roy said.

“I urge the government
to take urgent steps to pre-
serve the entire of
Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Arunachal
Pradesh and the message
should be conveyed to
China and Pakistan,” he
said.

Roy called for a discus-
sion on the matter in
Parliament.

“The government is
avoiding a discussion on
the Chinese aggression in
Lok Sabha, the Raksa
Mantri issued a statement
and there is no discussion.
We demand full discussion
on Chinese occupation in
the House,” he said.

TMC demands discussion in LS
 On Chinese aggression

along LAC

Guwahati, Dec 14 (PTI):
The Assam government
on Wednesday rolled out
the second edition of
‘Orunodoi’, its flagship Rs
4,142-crore poverty allevia-
tion scheme, by adding
over 10.50 lakh new benefi-
ciaries. Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
launched the programme
virtually from New Delhi,
while his ministers were
present in different dis-
tricts to start the scheme
for the people. “Altogether
10.54 lakh fresh beneficiar-
ies have been newly added
under the greater version
of Orunodoi 2.0. With the
new inclusion, the total
number of beneficiaries

in the state will be around
27 lakh,” an official release
said. The total financial
outlay for Orunodoi is Rs
4,142 crore per annum,
making it one of the
largest direct beneficiary
transfer (DBT) schemes in
the country, it added.

“Orunodoi, the poverty
alleviation scheme,
launched on December 1,
2020, entails a monthly
grant of Rs 1,250 to each
beneficiary. It is one of 18
flagship schemes of the
Government of Assam
currently in operation,”
the release said.

Later, the chief minister
interacted with members
of the district-level moni-
toring committees and
asked them to ensure
smooth and hassle-free im-
plementation of the
scheme.

10.54 lakh more
people to benefit 

 From Assam’s
poverty alleviation
scheme

Gorakhpur (UP), Dec 14
(PTI): A 45-year-old man
allegedly hid the body of
his deceased mother in his
house for days in the
Gulriha area here, police
said on Tuesday.

The man told the police
that he was not able to per-
form the last rites of his
mother as he had no
money. However, the police
said the man was alcoholic
and mentally unstable.

The body was recovered
on Tuesday after a foul
smell emanated from the
house and the neighnours
alerted the police.

A police team rushed to
the house at Shivpur-
Shahbazganj and found
the body of a woman iden-

tified as Shanti Devi (82), a
retired government
teacher, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASP), North, Manoj
Kumar Awasthi said.

It appeared that the
body was four-five days
old, he added.

Awasthi said woman’s
son Nikhil Mishra alias
Dabbu is an alcoholic and
mentally unsound.

He was not able to tell
properly what had hap-
pened in the house, the
ASP added.

“The son said that his
mother died five days ago
but he was not able to per-
form the last rites due to
lack of money,” the police
officer said.

The body has been sent
for post-mortem and the
action will be taken on the
basis of the report, he
said.

Man hides mother’s
body in house for days
 Claims had no

money to perform
her last rites



PMQ SESSION

A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parliamentary
Recording Unit (PRU) shows Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaking during
Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQ) session, in the House of Commons, in London, on
December 14.

EU-ASEAN SUMMIT 

European Council President Charles Michel (L) stands next to Cambodia’s Prime Minister and Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) president Hun Sen (C) shaking hands with President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen (R) with EU and ASEAN flags in the background as they attend the EU-ASEAN
summit at the European Council headquarters in Brussels on December 14.
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United Nations, Dec 14 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met
President of the 77th ses-
sion of the General
Assembly Csaba Korosi
and discussed India’s
tenure in the Security
Council as well as the
country’s goals during its
G20 presidency. “Glad to
meet @UN_PGA Csaba
Korosi in New York.
Discussed our UNSC expe-
rience, our G20 Presidency
goals and importance of
reformed multilateral-
ism,” Jaishankar tweeted
Tuesday. India assumed
the monthly rotating presi-
dency of the Security
Council as well as the year-
long presidency of the G20
on December 1.

In a tweet, Korosi said it
was “always a pleasure” to
meet the Indian External
Affairs Minister.
“Discussed India’s G20
Presidency & the ongoing
monthly Presidency of the

Security Council, UN re-
forms & maximising syn-
ergies on water.”
Jaishankar also had a
“good discussion” with
Japan’s State Minister of
Foreign Affairs Yamada
Kenji. “As G4 members,
India and Japan work to-
gether to advance re-
formed multilateralism.
Spoke about the need to
take forward IGN process
more effectively,”
Jaishankar said, referring
to the Intergovernmental
Negotiations on UN
Security Council reform.

Jaishankar arrived here
Tuesday to preside over
two signature events on
counter-terrorism and re-
formed multilateralism,
held under India’s current
presidency of the UN
Security Council, before
the curtains come down
this month on the coun-
try’s two-year tenure as
elected member of the
powerful 15-nation group.

“Delighted to receive our
External Affairs Minister,
@DrSJaishankar during
India’s ongoing UN
Security Council #UNSC

Presidency. The Minister
will be chairing India’s sig-
nature events at the UN,
alongside #bilaterals and
significant side events,”
India’s Permanent
Representative at the UN
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj tweeted.
Jaishankar will chair the
first signature event on
December 14, which will be
a ministerial-level open de-
bate of the Security
Council on New orienta-
tion for reformed multilat-
eralism’ under the item
Maintenance of interna-
tional peace and security’.
Both Korosi and UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres will address the
debate.

On December 15, India
will organise a briefing of
the Security Council on
Global counter-terrorism
approach principles and
the way forward” under
the Threats to internation-
al peace and security
caused by terrorist acts’.

Jaishankar discusses India’s UNSC experience
with General Assembly President Korosi

Kyiv, Dec 14 (AP):

Ukrainian authorities
said they thwarted a
Russian attack on Kyiv
and the surrounding re-
gion Wednesday as their
air defence system inter-
cepted and destroyed 13 ex-
plosive-laden drones, al-
though wreckage from
some of them damaged
five buildings. No casual-
ties were reported.

The attempted strikes
underlined how vulnera-
ble Ukraine’s capital re-
mains to the regular
Russian attacks that have
devastated infrastructure
and population centres in
recent weeks, mostly in
the country’s east and
south. But they also high-
lighted Ukraine’s claims of
increasing efficiency in in-
tercepting weapons - some-
thing that Patriot missiles
from the U.S. may soon

help boost. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, in a brief video
statement, said the “ter-
rorists” fired 13 Iranian-
made drones, and all were
intercepted. Such drones
have been part of the fire-
power, along with rockets,
missiles, shelling mortars
and artillery, as Russia tar-
gets power stations, water
facilities and other public
utility sites. The snow-cov-
ered capital remained

largely calm after the at-
tack, which occurred
around daybreak.

As the working day
began, authorities sound-
ed the all-clear. The head of
the Kyiv city administra-
tion, Serhii Popko, wrote
on Telegram that the at-
tempted strikes came in
two waves. Wreckage from
the intercepted drones
damaged an administra-
tive building and four resi-
dential buildings, he said.

A blast left the three-story
tax office building in the
central Shevchenkyvskyi
district with a gaping hole
in the roof and blew out
windows in parked cars
and in a neighbouring
building.

Clean-up crews were on
site quickly to shovel away
the rubble and roll out
plastic sheeting to cover
the blown-out windows in
freezing temperatures.
One man, unfazed, pushed
his son on a swing set on a
nearby playground as the
crews did their work.

Anton Rudikov’s family
was sleeping when they
heard the sounds of an ex-
plosion nearby and smash-
ing windows.

“The children were
frightened; the windows
flew out,” said Rudikov,
who has daughters ages 13
and 18. “What else can I
say?

Ukraine: Russian strikes thwarted, wreckage hits buildings

Islamabad, Dec 14 (AP):

Twenty people were
lashed in public on
Wednesday in Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan as pun-
ishment for alleged adul-
tery, theft, and other
crimes, a provincial offi-
cial said.

Afghanistan’s new au-
thorities have set hardline
policies since they took
over the country in August
2021 that reflect their in-
terpretation of Islamic
law, or Sharia.

Mohammad Qasim
Riyaz, a Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the gover-
nor’s office in southern
Helmand province, said
the lashings took place at
the sports stadium in
Lashkar Gah, the capital
of Helmand.

Riyaz said each man
was lashed between 35 to
39 times, and the punish-
ments were carried out be-
fore provincial Taliban of-
ficials, religious clerics,
elders and local people. An
unspecified number of

those punished also re-
ceived prison terms ac-
cording to their crimes,
Riyaz said.

Wednesday’s lashings in
Helmand come a week
after the Taliban authori-
ties executed an Afghan
convicted of killing anoth-
er man, the first public ex-
ecution since the former
insurgents returned to
power last year.

The execution, carried
out with an assault rifle by
the victim’s father, took
place in western Farah
province before hundreds
of spectators and many
top Taliban officials, ac-
cording to Zabihullah
Mujahid, the top govern-
ment spokesman.

Some officials came
from the capital of Kabul.

The execution drew in-
ternational criticism. U.N.
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres said
“the death penalty cannot
be reconciled with full re-
spect for the right to life,”
spokeswoman Stephanie
Tremblay said.

Taliban official: 
20 men lashed in public 

in AfghanistanIslamabad, Dec 14 (PTI):

Amid the ongoing politi-
cal and economic instabili-
ty in Pakistan, cracks
seemed to have appeared
in the ruling coalition
when two allied parties
boycotted a Cabinet meet-
ing over a controversial
bill related to the revival of
a key gold mining project
in the restive Balochistan
province. The revival of
the Reko Diq copper and
gold mine project in
Balochistan with billions
of dollars at stake was
cleared by the Supreme
Court last week.

A Cabinet meeting
presided over by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
to discuss the project on
Tuesday was boycotted by

two coalition partners
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam
(JUI-F) and Balochistan
National Party-Mengal
(BNP-Mengal), the Dawn
newspaper reported on
Wednesday.

The annoyed parties
were of the opinion that
the Reko Diq related bill —
the Foreign Investment
(Promotion and
Protection) Bill, 2022 —
passed by the Senate on
Monday was against the
rights of the people of
Balochistan and that JUI-F
and BNP-Mengal had not
been taken on board dur-
ing the preparation of the
bill. After the Cabinet
meeting, both JUI-F and
BNP-M held separate
meetings in which they
discussed the option of

leaving the ruling alliance
if their demands were not
met, the report said.
Sensing the gravity of the
situation, the prime minis-
ter formed a cabinet com-
mittee to remove the griev-
ances of the JUI-F and the
BNP-M and held out an as-
surance that an amend-
ment bill would soon be
tabled in Parliament after
consulting the two allies.

In a post-cabinet meet-
ing statement,
Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
the Cabinet has formed a
committee to resolve the
grievances of the annoyed
parties. “The cabinet com-
mittee will talk to leaders
of the allied parties, take
them into confidence and
remove their reservations.

Cracks appear in Pak’s ruling coalition over
controversial gold mining project in Balochistan

Beijing, Dec 14 (AP):

China’s National Health
Commission scaled down
its daily COVID-19 report
starting Wednesday in re-
sponse to a sharp decline
in PCR testing since the
government eased anti-
virus measures after daily
cases hit record highs.

A notice on the commis-
sion’s website said it
stopped publishing daily
figures on numbers of
COVID-19 cases where no
symptoms are detected
since it was “impossible to
accurately grasp the actu-
al number of asympto-
matic infected persons,”
which have generally ac-
counted for the vast major-
ity of new infections. The
only numbers they’re re-

porting are confirmed
cases detected in public
testing facilities. This
poses a key challenge for
China as it relaxes its
strict “zero-COVID” policy.
With mass-PCR testing no
longer obligatory and peo-
ple with mild symptoms
allowed to recuperate at
home rather than in one of
the field hospitals that be-
came notorious for over-
crowding and poor hy-
giene, it has grown more
difficult to gauge the true
number of cases. Beijing’s
streets have grown eerily
quiet, with lines forming
outside fever clinics the
number of which has been
increased from 94 to 303
and at pharmacies, where
cold and flu medications
are harder to find.

China reduces 
COVID-19 case number
reporting as virus surges

F ew manufacturing industries
in India have done as consis-

tently well as the drug industry over
the last four decades. The Indian drug
industry is currently ranked the
world’s third largest in pharmaceuti-
cal production by volume. The produc-
tion has been increasing rapidly sup-
ported by rising domestic consump-
tion and exports. The industry has
been growing at a CAGR of 9.43 per-
cent over the past nine years. Generic
drugs, over-the-counter (OTC) med-
ications, bulk drugs, vaccines, con-
tract research & manufacturing,
biosimilars, and biologics are some of
the major segments of the industry.
India also has the most number of
pharmaceutical manufacturing facili-
ties that are in compliance with the US
Food and Drug Administration
(USFDA).

In the 1970s, Indian drug manufac-
turers literally struggled for a toehold
in the business in the face of over-
whelming competition from some 30-
odd foreign controlled pharmaceutical
manufacturers and importers. Mostly
based in Bombay (now Mumbai),
those foreign drug firms had a vice-
like grip over the country’s small drug
market. India’s annual consumption of
drugs and pharmaceuticals was less
than Rs.600 crore. However, thanks to
a series of decisive actions by the gov-
ernment, led by the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, the situation
changed fast in favour of the domestic
drug manufacturers since the mid-
1970s. The industry has received sup-
port from the successive governments
at the centre. Last year, the country’s

pharmaceutical output was worth
over $42 billion (approximately
Rs.1,92,000 crore).

The Hathi Committee report, inves-
tigations into the pricing juggleries by
foreign pharma firms operating in the
country by the Bureau of Industrial
Costs and Prices (BICP), the listing of
‘essential drugs’ by the government
and controlling their prices, formula-
tion of the foreign exchange regula-
tions act (FERA) of 1973, and incen-
tives to domestic investors in pharma-
ceuticals projects in the 1970s and
1980s changed the very profile of
India’s drug industry in the following
decades. India’s drug manufacturers
responded positively to the govern-
ment policy. The country’s pharma-
ceutical producers never looked back
since then. Investments poured in.
Lately, Hyderabad is fast emerging as
India’s pharma industry hub. It ac-
counts for 40 percent of the country’s
total bulk drug production and 50 per-
cent of bulk drug exports. Other major
production centres include Vadodara,
Ahmedabad, Ankleshwar, Vapi, Baddi,
Sikkim, Kolkata and Visakhapatnam.
The manufacturing network encom-
passes some 10,500 production units
operated by some 3,000-odd pharma-
ceutical companies of all sizes — big,
medium and small.

So strong is India’s drug manufac-
turing network and its wide ranging
production portfolio that global drug
giants such as Pfizer, Bayer, Merck,
AstraZeneca, and GSK have gone in
for joint ventures with some of the
country’s major pharmaceutical pro-
ducers to take advantage of the situa-
tion. These joint ventures target large-
ly the domestic market and also ex-
port. Industry experts highlight the
country’s unique blend of advanced
drug making infrastructure, its status
as an emerging market, and strong
growth potential as underlying rea-
sons why there is interest in accessing
this market as early as possible.
Indians are consuming medicines like
never before. The country’s drug con-
sumption is projected to grow nine to
12 percent over the next five years or
so. This will lead India to become one

of the world’s top 10 nations in terms
of medicine spending. The manufac-
turers are increasingly aligning their
product portfolio towards chronic
therapies for diseases such as cardio-
vascular, anti-diabetes, antidepres-
sants and cancers, which are on the
rise with the changing lifestyles and
increasing stress.

Today, the country’s drug industry
is the world’s largest provider of
generic medicines by volume and
world’s seventh largest exporter of
medicines. In 2020, India exported
drugs worth $24.6 billion, running al-
most neck and neck with the United
States ($24.7 billion), the world’s
largest drug producer and consumer.
India’s share of the global drugs ex-
port market was 6.1 percent. Ahead of
India and the US in the global drugs
export market are five European
countries. In 2020, Germany ranked
No.1 with the export worth $60.8 bil-
lion, representing 14.9 percent of the
global drugs export, followed by
Switzerland ($48.1 billion), Belgium
($31.1 billion), France ($28.4 billion)
and Italy ($27.2 billion). In 1973,
India’s total turnover in the area of
bulk drug manufacturing was only
worth Rs.75 crore and drug formula-
tions accounted for Rs. 370 crore.
While the production in the organised
sector was dominated by foreign drug
manufacturers, the industry’s expen-
diture on research and development
(R&D) was less than one percent of
the turnover.

The Indian Economic Survey 2021
had projected a 300 percent growth of
the domestic drug market in the next
decade. The market is likely to reach
the US$ 65-billion mark by 2024 and
further expand to reach US$ 120-130
billion by 2030. The country’s biotech-
nology industry comprises biophar-
maceuticals, bio-services, bio-agricul-
ture, bio-industry, and bioinformatics.
The Indian biotechnology industry
was valued at US$70.2 billion in 2020
and is expected to reach US$150 bil-
lion by 2025. India’s medical devices
market was worth US$10.36 billion in
FY20. The market is expected to grow
at a CAGR of 37 percent to reach

US$50 billion in 2025. As of August
2021, CARE Ratings expected India’s
pharmaceutical business to develop at
an annual rate of 11 percent over the
next two years.

However, to become a truly reliable
pharmacy of the world, India needs to
substantially reduce its dependence
on China for the supply of active phar-
maceutical ingredients (APIs). Official
reports suggest that nearly 70 percent
of all APIs and upwards of 90 percent
of those APIs essential to produce
critical mass-market antibiotics are
imported from China. An export halt
or slowdown from China can tem-
porarily upend India’s entire pharma-
ceutical industry. Lately, India has re-
leased three production-linked incen-
tive [PLI] schemes to substantially re-
duce the country’s dependence on
Chinese export of pharmaceutical and
medical devices. Since the implemen-
tation of the scheme, funds worth $2
billion have been distributed to 55 dif-
ferent firms to help production of 35
of 53 APIs upon which India has sub-
stantial import dependence. India also
needs to take steps to control pollu-
tant-heavy API refinement processes.
China’s industrial drug parks that of-
fered cheap municipal disposal solu-
tions and higher risk-tolerance for pol-
luting industries readily took over the
dirtier precursor industries as well.

A Nikkei report clearly indicates
that China’s near monopoly on pre-
cursors stems from a massive flight
of Western pharmaceutical
providers to China in the early
2000’s. While the Indian industry
should act fast to expand production
of APIs and key starting materials
(KSMs), the government should take
a page out of Beijing’s playbook to
ensure that the manufacturers take
full care of pollutant chemicals and
harmful residues generated in the
process. The self-reliance on APIs
will help India realise its effort to be-
come the pharmacy to the world
producing cheap, high-quality drugs
at every junction of the global value
chain. This will help expand both the
domestic market and exports by
doubling the market size by 2030.
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Country can suffer
extreme heat

According to reports rising
heat and humidity could put
up to five percent of India's
GDP at risk by the end of this
decade. According to the re-
port, India's long-term food
security and public health se-
curity will be dependent on a
dependable cold chain net-
work. Transporting food and
pharmaceutical goods across
India necessitates a cold
chain refrigeration system
that works at all times.A sin-
gle temperature drop during
the journey can disrupt the
cold chain, spoiling fresh pro-
duce and reducing vaccine
potency. With only four per-
cent of fresh produce in India
covered by cold chain facili-
ties, annual food losses are
estimated to be fifty billion it
is  noted that, prior to COVID-
19, India, the world's third
largest producer of pharma-
ceuticals, lost approximately
twenty percent of tempera-
ture-sensitive medical prod-
ucts and thirty percent of
vaccines due to broken cold
chains, resulting in losses of
five hundred million rupees
per year.The demand for
cooling will increase as tem-
peratures rise across India.
However, in a country where
two-thirds of the population
lives on less than 500 rupees
per day and the average cost
of an air-conditioning unit
ranges between five thou-
sand rupees, air-cooling sys-
tems are a luxury only a few
can afford.According to re-
search presented in the India
Cooling Action Plan only ten
percent of Indian households
own air conditioners.Indoor
and electric fans can assist in
maintaining thermal comfort,
but they are also costly to
purchase and inefficient.As a
result, the report warns,
many poor and marginalised
communities across India are
more vulnerable to extreme
heat, living in inadequately
ventilated, hot and crowded
homes with no proper access
to cooling. Staying cool in ex-
treme heat is about more
than just comfort; it can
mean the difference between
life and death.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Hooked on phones
Truly our lives are influ-

enced by smartphones which
occupy most of our waking
hours. We have the urge to
send our photographs on so-
cial media instantly. Showing
people that we are happy is
now more important than ac-
tually being happy. Our
minds are becoming wired
for instant gratification and
virtual life. This is making us
short-tempered and impa-
tient. Let us adopt a phone-
life balance else it will be too
late.

VViikkrraammjjiitt  SSiinngghh,,  AAmmrriittssaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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CISF personnel keep vigil as security has been enhanced at the Taj Mahal in the view of Christmas Day and New Year, in Agra, Wednesday, Dec. 14.

SECURITY IN AGRA

F ighting terrorism is a continuous, ever evolving
process with sole aim to be one step ahead of perpe-

trators of most heinous crime on humanity. For three
decades writ of terrorists ran throughout Kashmir valley
with hartal calendars, extortions, kidnappings, and what
not. Fear psychosis was so much in the minds of people that
almost zero resistance to their ever changing sermons.
Beauty parlours, cinema halls closed, five lakh plus
Kashmiri Pandits made to leave their homes forever and
every resourceful family sent their kids out of Kashmir
valley to live normal life without stress and fear. But post
5th August 2019 everything has changed forever. New
strategies with iron will to deliver implemented, Kashmir
is now as peaceful as rest of the country enjoying freedom
of expression as well as independence. Terrorism is on
ventilator and demolition of illegal house of the JeM active
Commander is now last nail in the coffin of terrorism.
Likes of Nengroo brothers have been running this terror-
ism business for decades without any fear or resistance, in
fact sometimes with official support but those things are
history now as this is ‘Naya Kashmir’. Gone are the days of
terrorists’ rehabilitation, this demolition is a clear cut mes-
sage, any effort to revive terrorism will be dealt with iron
hand, any effort to mislead youth for recruitment to terror-
ists ranks will be countered by JCBs now, zero tolerance for
terrorism, one antinational step and your existence on
Kashmir soil will be history. This step is iconic as it took
place in the open, amidst viewers: a public demolition, al-
ways to remember terrorism or their support or support-
ing any action against the interests of country will be
taken seriously. Employees had been dismissed for such ac-
tivities in the past and this is one more step forward to
raise the cost of joining terrorists ranks. Writ of law is
supreme, you cannot brush it and remain unaffected, ter-
rorists have to pay the price ultimately.

Chandrajit Banerjee

T he leaders’ declaration of the G20 Summit held in Bali
last month talked about an ‘unparalleled multidimen-

sional crises’ period that the world is currently experienc-
ing. It pledged to enhance public investments while also pro-
moting private investments and strengthening multilateral
trade. Many of its policy actions relating to the global econo-
my, sustainable development, and digitalisation were
aligned to the recommendations brought out by Business 20
(B20) – the business engagement group of the G20. At a time
of perceptible shifts in geopolitical alignments, India’s role
as G20 president will be central to global stability and
macroeconomic coordination as nations strive to recover
from the pandemic aftermath, the conflict in Ukraine, and
tackle climate change. The theme of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam or “One Earth. One Family. One Future.’ is en-
tirely apt for contemporary challenges, and sets the platform
for the world to act as one to face common global issues. As
stressed by Prime Minister Modi during the G20 summit in
Bali, “India’s G20 presidency will be inclusive, ambitious,
decisive and action oriented.” India has constituted 13 work-
ing groups under the Sherpa Track that will provide recom-
mendations on areas including, but not limited to, employ-
ment, digital economy, and trade and investment. Under the
Finance Track, G20 finance ministers and central banks will
discuss macroeconomic development, economic risks, and
international financial architecture, among others. The pri-
orities rightly identified by India represent critical issues
facing the world. India, as the fastest growing economy
among G20 nations, has made a notable mark in areas such
as trade and investment, climate change mitigation, and dig-
italization, and can use its insights as a large developing na-
tion to shape G20’s policy decisions over the coming year.
Global trade is forecast to slow down in 2023 to just 1%
growth rate, compared to 3.5% expected for 2022. India today
is positioned as a global manufacturing and trading hub,
with progressive policies such as the Production Linked
Incentive Scheme (PLI), Ease of Doing Business mission, as
well as infrastructure construction, enabling it contribute to
the diversification of global value chains. On sustainability,
India has emerged as a top 5 ranked nation in the climate
change performance index for 2023, the highest among the
G20. India has brought out its long-term low emissions
growth strategy for key sectors and has taken important ini-
tiatives in renewable energy, green hydrogen, e-mobility, and
blended fuels which together place it on track to achieve its
national determined contributions. Digitalisation in India is
on the fast track, propelling sectors such as retail, fintech,
education and many others. With 1.17 billion mobile phone
subscribers and 700 million internet users, India clocked 7
billion transactions in October 2022 on UPI, and has also suc-
cessfully deployed digital technology for its vaccine mission.
India’s leadership in these areas will help the G20 drive its
agenda during the coming year. This will be supported by
suggestions from the world’s businesses, which will develop
ideas under the B20 group, the largest of the G20 engage-
ment groups. As the designated B20 secretariat, the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in consultation with
stakeholders including the government has outlined nine
priority areas for discussions. The B20 India priorities for
trade will focus on supporting integration of developing
economies into global value chains, diversification of serv-
ices trade, and embracing opportunities in the African
Common Market. Financing growth and infrastructure de-
velopment along with expanding financial inclusion have
also been identified. Under technology, the priorities of in-
novation and R&D, digital transformation and future of
work, skilling and mobility will be taken up. Energy, climate
change and resource efficiency will also benefit greatly from
the deliberations of B20. As part of India’s G20 presidency,
businesses in India have a unique opportunity this year to
share their perspectives and drive global economic growth
and stability. With our entrepreneurial talent, innovation
and social responsibility, we can showcase our strengths to
the world as the B20 India dialogue takes shape.

(Writer is Director General,
Confederation of Indian Industry.)

India’s G20 Presidency 
is a Unique Opportunity

for Businesses

Demolition of terrorism

India is fast emerging as world’s major Pharmacy Hub

I ndia assumes the Presidency
of the Group of 20 (G20)

amidst a daunting global environ-
ment riddled with policy challenges.
A ‘polycrisis’ landscape confronts the
G20 with headwinds from slowing
global growth and trade, high infla-
tion, aggressive monetary policy
tightening and associated spill-
overs, geopolitical tensions, debt
distress, climate change and the lin-
gering pandemic.  Amidst centrifu-
gal forces pulling at the fabric of
globalisation, the role of the G20 in
fostering global policy cooperation is
crucial. As the third largest economy
in in the world in purchasing power
parity (PPP) terms and the fifth
largest in terms of market exchange
rates, India accounts for 3.6 per cent
of G20 GDP in nominal terms and 8.2
per cent in PPP terms. The IMF proj-
ects that India’s GDP will grow at 6.1
per cent in 2023, which would be the
highest among G20 nations. India’s
G20 Presidency priorities envision a
balance between responsibility and
ambition, encapsulating the vision of
unity and interconnectedness. 

Our progress in digital technolo-
gies and our experiences drawn
from a thriving FinTech ecosystem
uniquely position us in expanding fi-
nancial inclusion, leveraging tech-
nology to buttress productivity and
economic integration, and in dealing
with challenges developing coun-

tries face in mitigating the ef-
fects of climate change. In
these areas, we believe our
Presidency can make substan-
tial contributions.  The first
Finance Track (FT) event of
India’s G20 Presidency – the
meeting of Finance and
Central Bank Deputies (FCBD)
– is set to be held in Bengaluru
during December 13-15, 2022.
At this meeting, India’s priori-
ties and associated deliverables will
be unveiled. The FT has eight work-
streams, focusing on international fi-
nancial architecture, the global
economy, infrastructure investment,
sustainable finance, international
taxation, health and finance, finan-
cial sector regulatory issues and fi-
nancial inclusion. 

Accepting the Presidency of the
G-20, Honourable Prime Minister
Shri. Narendra Modi said: “India’s G-
20 priorities would be shaped in con-
sultation with not just our G20 part-
ners, but also our fellow travellers in
the global South, whose voice often
goes unheard.” India’s key FT priori-
ties translate his commitment into
action. They include strengthening
global financial safety nets, manag-
ing global debt vulnerabilities, as-
sessing macroeconomic implications
of food and energy insecurity, and fi-
nancing sustainable and resilient
cities of tomorrow. We will also work

on mobilising timely and adequate
financial resources for climate ac-
tion, as most G20 countries have de-
clared their net-zero target dates. On
international taxation, we will build
upon significant progress made by
the G20, including addressing tax
challenges, capacity building and en-
hancing tax transparency. We will
continue developing G20-driven fi-
nance and health coordination for
identifying and addressing risks and
vulnerabilities associated with pan-
demics and improving preparedness
to mobilise in response to new pan-
demic threats.

Within financial sector regulation,
we would focus on risks and oppor-
tunities offered by technological de-
velopments. The recurring turmoil in
crypto markets, the de-pegging of
some stablecoins and the fall of
broader crypto markets have raised
apprehensions about threats to fi-
nancial stability from cryptocurren-

cies. It is, hence, necessary to
broaden the G20 crypto-asset
dialogue by addressing as-
pects such as monetary policy
and macroeconomic concerns,
data privacy, market integrity,
competition policy and taxa-
tion by synthesising the work
of various international organi-
sations.   Rapidly growing dig-
ital financial services and in-
creased dependence on third-

party services expose the financial
system to operational, liquidity and
concentration risks. We seek to pro-
mote international cooperation in
risk management frameworks to
manage these risks. As the econo-
my becomes more digitised, cyber
risk poses a threat to the financial
system – an outage anywhere in the
chain may cause cascading effects
impacting the entire financial sys-
tem. A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link. During our
Presidency, we would also like to
see increased global cooperation in
mitigating system-level vulnerabili-
ties from cyber risk.

To supplement the sustainable de-
velopment goals (SDG) of reducing
transactions costs of migrant remit-
tances to less than 3 per cent by
2030, our approach will be to reduce
both high transaction costs and the
time between origination and settle-
ment of payments through interop-

erability of national fast payment
systems. We would leverage digital
public infrastructure to advance fi-
nancial inclusion and harness pro-
ductivity gains. Constructive and ac-
tionable policy recommendations for
developing a sound and vibrant digi-
tal financial ecosystem would help to
achieve these goals while contribut-
ing to economic development.  In
this milieu, the G20, which owes its
genesis and raison d'etre to the con-
viction that global problems need
globally coordinated solutions, of-
fers hope to the world as it brings to-
gether the world’s major economies
in a renewed effort to achieve its
mandate of strong, sustainable, bal-
anced and inclusive growth. Every
crisis affords an opportunity.
Therefore, let us hope that the cur-
rent polycrisis leads to the reinvigo-
ration of global policy cooperation to
meet emerging challenges, repair
the multiple fractures the global
economy faces and position the
global economy on a trajectory that
fulfils the G20’s mandate. Equitable
and inclusive human progress hinges
on ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ - One
Earth, One Family, One Future.

((AAjjaayy  SSeetthh  iiss  SSeeccrreettaarryy,,
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEccoonnoommiicc  AAffffaaiirrss,,

MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  FFiinnaannccee  aanndd  DDrr..
MMiicchhaaeell  DD  PPaattrraa  iiss  DDeeppuuttyy

GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  RReesseerrvvee  BBaannkk  ooff  IInnddiiaa..))

India and G20: Agenda for action
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Sugarcane farmers

Chandigarh:Congress
leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda on
Tuesday said he will
raise the issue of sugar-
cane farmers in the as-
sembly as the state gov-
ernment has not fixed
the rate for the crop till
now despite the com-
mencement of the
crushing season. "We
condemn the govern-
ment's indifference to-
wards sugarcane farm-
ers.Despite the com-
mencement of the sug-
arcane season, the gov-
ernment has not an-
nounced the rate or any
hike for the produce till
now," the former chief
minister said.

Majority stake 
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on
Tuesday said it plans
to sell its majority
stake in Nainital
Bank. The board of di-
rectors of the bank
has approved divest-
ment of its majority
shareholding in
Nainital Bank
Limited (NBL), and
authorised issuance of
an advertisement
inviting Expressions
of Interest (EOI)
through a
Preliminary
Information
Memorandum (PIM)
from interested par-
ties (IPs), the lender
said in a regulatory
filing. BoB currently
holds 98.57 per cent of
the total equity share
capital of NBL.
Details about the
process of transaction
are given in the PIM,
which will be pub-
lished on Wednesday
for inviting EOI from
bidders, it said.

Strategic 
technology 

New Delhi: Science
and Technology
Minister Jitendra
Singh said satellite-
aided agritech revolu-
tion and startups are
set to mark the next
major breakthrough for
India's farm sector after
the Green Revolution of
yesteryears. The minis-
ter said satellite imag-
ing and remote sensing
technology from the
Department of Space,
genetic and agri-yield
enhancing technolo-
gies from the
Department of
Biotechnology, irradi-
ation and preservation
of shelf-life tech-
niques from the
Department of Atomic
Energy and food forti-
fication research in
CSIR labs will change
the face of agriculture
in India along with
drones and geospatial
data mapping.

New launch
New Delhi: TVS
Motor Company  said
it plans to launch
Euro-V emission
norms compliant two-
wheelers in Turkey.
The company said it
plans to introduce
Euro 5 compliant
products like Jupiter,
NTORQ Race Edition,
Raider and Apache
RTR 200 4V in the
market.

‘4 DECADES OF EXCELLENCE’

Infosys Co-founders Narayan Murthy (R), Nandan Nilekani, Krish Gopalakrishnan, S D Shibulal and K Dinesh release a
book during commemoration of '4 Decades of Excellence' of Infosys at its headquarters in Bengaluru, Wednesday, Dec. 14.

New Delhi, Dec 14:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday assured the
Lok Sabha that the govern-
ment will take measures to
further ease inflation,
which has dipped below
the RBI's upper tolerance
level of 6 per cent. Retail in-
flation has moderated to an
11-month low of 5.8 per
cent in November from 6.77
per cent in the previous
month. "We will bring
down further for the sake
of common people," she
said while replying to a dis-
cussion on the first batch of
Supplementary Demands
for Grants 2022-23 in the
Lok Sabha. The govern-
ment is constantly watch-
ing the price situation of
essential commodities, she

said. The finance minister
made it clear that there is
no fear of stagflation as
India is one of the fastest-
growing economies with
low inflation levels. With
regard to fiscal deficit, the
finance minister said the
government would be able
to meet the fiscal deficit
target of 6.4 per cent of the
GDP for the current finan-
cial year. The government
is committed to the path of
fiscal consolidation, she
added.

On non-performing as-

sets (NPAs), Sitharaman
said it has come down dras-
tically to 7.28 per cent at the
end of March 2022 due to
various measures taken by
the Modi government.
With regard to the declin-
ing value of the rupee
against the US dollar, she
said, the domestic unit is
appreciating against all
other currencies, and the
fall against the greenback
is lower as compared to
other currencies. Quoting
the World Bank report, she
said India's forex reserves
is one of the highest in the
world and this provide a
cushion against global
spillover. Later, the House
passed Supplementary
Demands for Grants, au-
thorising the government
to spend additional Rs 3.25
lakh crore in FY23.

Govt to further bring
down inflation: FM

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Wednesday said all agen-
cies have swung into ac-
tion in the last 24-36 hours
to mitigate congestion at
all major airports.
"Congestion at entry
points and check-in coun-
ters at T3 has eased. Four
additional X-ray machines
have been added at the
Security Hold Area; dis-
play boards showing wait
time have come up.
Deployment of CISF man-
power has already kick-
started, and will progres-
sively increase in the next
few days," he said.

Scindia, in a LinkedIn
post, said these steps will
be emulated at the
Bengaluru and Mumbai
airports as well. In recent
weeks, air passengers
have been complaining
about long waiting hours

at airports, especially at
Terminal 3 (T3) of Delhi
airport, and authorities
have been taking steps to
reduce the congestion. "In
the last 24-36 hours, all
agencies have swung into
action to mitigate conges-
tion at every checkpoint at
all major airports," he
said. At Bengaluru air-
port, two additional X-ray
machines were opera-
tionalised on Wednesday.
"It is heartening to see do-
mestic passenger traffic
surpass pre-COVID levels,
clocking a new record
each day. The load factors

have touched 95 per cent-
plus. Indeed, airport oper-
ators, airlines, ground
handlers, ATCOs, immi-
gration, security the en-
tire circuit is fortunate to
be operating at such a
time, and only wishes to
see this trajectory move
onwards and upwards,"
Scindia said. On Tuesday,
domestic airlines carried
nearly 4.12 lakh passen-
gers. While emphasising
that this is a great time for
the country's civil aviation
sector, the minister said
the boom needs to be ac-
companied with a capacity
increase across the board.
India houses the third
largest aviation market,
and with that, "we must
also strive to be the best
service providers",
Scindia said. Further, the
minister said that a lot is
being done today and
much more will be done to
brace for the future.

All agencies have swung into action to mitigate
congestion at major airports: Scindia

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

The income tax department
has allowed non-resident tax-
payers not having PAN to file
Form 10F manually till March
31, 2023, a move which would
ease their compliance burden
and enable them to claim
lower TDS rate. The Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
had in July made it mandatory
for non-resident taxpayers to
file Form 10F electronically to
claim benefit of lower Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS).
However, taxpayers faced
problems in electronic filing of
the form as the income tax
portal did not allow a taxpayer
who does not have a
Permanent Account Number
(PAN) to file Form 10F. In a
notification, the CBDT said to
mitigate genuine hardship to
such taxpayers, it has been
decided that such category of

non-resident taxpayers who
are not having PAN and not
required to have PAN as per
relevant provisions of the I-T
Act would be exempted from
mandatory electronic filing of
Form 10F till March 31, 2023.
"It is reiterated that such cat-
egory of taxpayers may make
statutory compliance of filing
Form 10F till March 31, 2023
in manual form as was being
done prior to issuance of the
(July) notification," the CBDT
said in a notification dated
December 12. Nangia
Andersen LLP M&A Tax
Partner Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala said sans the
notified transactions requiring
quoting of PAN, non-residents
can transact with Indian par-
ties without the aversion of a
higher 20 per cent withhold-
ing tax rate if prescribed
details such as name, e-mail
id, address, contact number,
TIN and a valid tax residency
certificate (TRC) are fur-
nished to resident Indian
payer.

Govt allows non-resident taxpayers
to manually file Form 10F

̈ Till March 31 for
claiming TDS benefit

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Union Minister Prahlad
Singh Patel on Wednesday
said the Centre has taken
several steps for the growth
of the farm sector and to
boost farmers' income and
highlighted that nearly Rs
6.22 lakh crore has been al-
located in the Budget for
agriculture sector during
2014-22. Minister of State for
Food Processing Industries
Prahlad Patel listed several
steps taken by the Modi gov-
ernment in the interest of
the farmers. According to a
statement issued by the
ministry, Patel informed
that the agriculture budget
stood at Rs 1,48,162.16 crore
during the 2006-14 period
while the budget allocation
for the agri sector during
2014-22 reached Rs
6,21,940.92 crore. Under the
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) scheme, he
said the Centre has provid-
ed Rs 2.16 lakh crore

amount directly into bank
accounts of eligible farm-
ers. The Centre provides Rs
6,000 per year in three equal
instalments under this
scheme. Patel said that "re-
ports released by various in-
stitutions clearly show that
the total inflation-adjusted
income of farmers has dou-
bled, or almost doubled in
many states".

The minister said the
Prime Minister has empow-
ered the farmers by giving
them modern digital tech-
nology. Through digital
technology, the farmers
have been saved from many
troubles and loot along with
getting rid of problems of
corruption and middlemen,
he added. The minister said
that "through digital tech-
niques, the assistance given
by the government to the
farmers has now started
reaching the farmers direct-
ly, due to which new oppor-
tunities have been provided
to them to do business..." 

Agri budget rises to Rs 6.22 lakh cr
under Modi govt, says Prahlad Patel

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury on
Monday said that though
India is the fastest grow-
ing economy, it is facing
the triple whammy of
high current account
deficit, fiscal deficit and
trade deficit.
Participating in the de-
bate on the first
Supplementary Demands
for Grants 2022-23 in the
Lok Sabha, Chowdhury
said India seems to be on
the cusp of stagflation.

Stagflation is defined as
a situation with persist-
ently high inflation com-
bined with high unem-
ployment and stagnant
demand in a country's
economy. Expressing ap-
prehension, he said, the
fiscal deficit is likely to
overshoot its target of 6.4
per cent of the GDP de-

spite the increase in tax
mobilisation in the cur-
rent fiscal. "You are your-
self in a triple whammy.
On the one hand current
account deficit, on the
other hand fiscal deficit
and trade deficit. I don't
know how you will recon-
cile the fiscal deficit with
the growth of the econo-
my as has been commit-
ted by this government,"
he said. He also advocated

the extension of free ra-
tion to the poor to ease
the pain from high infla-
tion. The purchasing
power of people has not
improved despite meas-
ures taken by the govern-
ment. So in view of the
declining purchasing
power of people, this pro-
gramme could be extend-
ed beyond December. In
September, the govern-
ment decided to extend
the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PM-GKAY) for
about 80 crore beneficiar-
ies, at an additional cost
of Rs 44,762 crore.

The scheme to provide
5 kg of wheat and rice
free of cost to 80 crore
beneficiaries every
month till December 31,
2022. The PMGKAY was
started in April 2020 to
help those affected by a
nationwide lockdown due

to Covid-19. The scheme
has been extended multi-
ple times. Drawing a con-
trast, he said, India is the
fifth largest economy in
the world and also has the
highest number of poor.

During the debate, K
Ram Mohan Naidu (TDP)
said the government
should not privatise the
profit-making Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam Limited
(RINL) at
Visakhapatnam. There is
no reason to privatise and
the government should
re-think this, Naidu said.
Last year that the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) gave in-
principle approval for 100
per cent strategic disin-
vestment of the govern-
ment of India sharehold-
ing in the RINL along
with management control
by way of privatisation.

India facing triple whammy of CAD, 
fiscal and trade deficit, says Adhir Rajan

Mumbai, Dec 14: 

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended
with gains on Wednesday,
extending their previous
day rally amid lower level of
inflation on domestic front
and better-than-expected in-
flation readings from the
US. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 144.61
points or 0.23 per cent to set-
tle at 62,677.91. During the
day, it jumped 301.81 points
or 0.48 per cent to 62,835.11.
The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 52.30 points or 0.28
per cent to end at 18,660.30.
"Nifty rose for the second
consecutive session, in line
with most Asian markets
that were up. Sharp fall in
WPI inflation for November
also helped sentiments,"
said Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research, HDFC
Securities. Stocks rose
Wednesday in Asia after a
rally on Wall Street spurred

by news that inflation in the
US cooled more than ex-
pected last month, Jasani
added.

From the Sensex pack,
Tech Mahindra, Tata Steel,
NTPC, IndusInd Bank,
State Bank of India, Power
Grid, HCL Technologies,
Tata Consultancy Services
and Larsen & Toubro were
the major winners. Nestle,
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank,
Asian Paints, Hindustan
Unilever and UltraTech
Cement were among the
laggards. "Better-than-ex-

pected inflation readings
from major global
economies, combined with
increased appetite for IT
stocks, aided the domestic
market's bullishness. US
CPI inflation easing to 7.1
per cent in November will
lower the chances of the
Fed being hawkish. Though
the Fed is largely expected
to raise rates by 50 basis
points, their comments on
future inflation and rate ac-
tions would dominate mar-
ket movements," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.68 per cent and
midcap index advanced 0.59
per cent. Among sectors,
metal jumped 1.55 per cent,
realty (1.44 per cent), IT
(0.89 per cent), industrials
(0.81 per cent), commodities
(0.80 per cent) and con-
sumer discretionary (0.55
per cent).

Markets settle higher for 2nd day
on positive inflation numbers

Mumbai, Dec 14: 

The rupee gained 15
paise to settle at 82.45 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Wednesday, as a
positive trend in domestic
equities and easing infla-
tionary pressures
strengthened investor
sentiment. Besides, a
weak greenback against
its major rivals overseas
and softening crude oil
prices supported the do-
mestic unit, forex traders
said.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit
opened flat at 82.60 against
the greenback and wit-
nessed an intra-day high
of 82.40 and a low of 82.71.
It finally ended at 82.45

against the American cur-
rency, registering a rise of
15 paise over its previous
close of 82.60. The dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six
currencies, declined 0.28
per cent to 103.69.

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Coal minister Pralhad
Joshi on Tuesday said
that safety is the top pri-
ority in the coal sector
and all companies should
ensure that there is no
shortage of funds for tak-
ing safety measures.

The minister said that
mine safety has always
been accorded the top-
most priority in the coal
sector and stressed that
it should be strictly fol-
lowed. "All our achieve-
ments would be futile if
our workers are not safe
and healthy...'Safety
First, Production Must'
in all mines," Joshi said

in a statement. The min-
ister said that there has
been significant improve-
ment in the safety
records as number of
fatal and serious acci-
dents in coal mines in the
last eight months have
declined remarkably de-
spite high increase in
coal production.

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

India can scale up its mer-
chandise exports to G20 na-
tions to USD 500 billion by
2030 from the current USD
212 billion and significantly
reduce trade deficit, indus-
try body PHDCCI said. As
the fastest growing econo-
my in the G20 nations, India
will play a significant role to
convert uncertainties into
opportunities, it added.
"India's Presidency would be
impactful for bringing sta-
bility at the most crucial
juncture of geo-political
conflicts, high inflation and
slowing economic growth,"
said PHDCCI President
Saket Dalmia.

The prospects for expan-
sion of exports with G20 are

immense and merchandise
shipments can be scaled up
from USD 212 billion in 2021-
22 to USD 500 billion by 2030,
he said. India's enhanced in-
tegration with G20 coun-
tries will reduce its trade
deficit with the grouping by
more than 50 per cent by
2030 from the current level
of USD 107 billion. At the
'Amrit Kaal' of India's 100
years of Independence,

Dalmia said the industry
body has identified 75 prod-
ucts which currently ac-
count for USD 175 billion
(around 40 per cent) in
India's total exports.

World imports of these
products comprise more
than USD 3,700 billion but
India's share in these items
is less than 5 per cent. As 50
per cent of India's exports
are to the G20 countries,
there is an immense poten-
tial to scale up shipments,
PHDCCI said. It further said
India has signed 13 free
trade agreements (FTAs)
and 6 preferential trade
agreements (PTAs) with
various countries, of which
only 3 FTAs are with the G20
nations (Australia, Japan
and Republic of Korea).

Rupee rises 15 paise to close
at 82.45 against US dollar

India’s exports to G20 can more than double
to USD 500 bn by 2030, says PHDCCI

Safety top priority
in coal sector: Joshi

Ranveer 
protects a
child in a
crowd of 

thousands,
wins hearts!

Superstar Ranveer Singh is one
of the purest souls in the film

industry. His kind and affectionate
nature is widely talked about and
makes him a favourite among fans.

While promoting his upcoming
comedy entertainer Cirkus at the
Malad Masti event in the suburbs
of Mumbai, Ranveer noticed a
small child crying and getting
pushed in the crowd. Noticing his
plight, Ranveer picked the kid up
to protect him from the chaos. He
then carried the child and made
sure he safely got back to his custo-
dians.

A video of the gesture is win-
ning hearts on social media.
"Ranveer is such a good soul that
my heart can't handle. " Such
a gem!," wrote a fan club.

"Awww wowww that's so
sweet of you yaar Super Star
RS. Love you hero," another user
commented.

Global Icon Ranveer Singh is
hugely popular among kids and is
often seen interacting and having
fun with them at events.

P
ia Bajpiee, who is better known
for her work for South Indian cin-
ema, talks about her eating habits

and workout schedule that help her
maintain a proper figure and stay fit.

Talking about her diet, Pia said in a
conversation with IANS: "I am a hard-
core vegetarian and I am blessed with a
great dietitian who helps me regulate
my intake according to my feasibility
and keeps me hooked on a simple yet
practical diet.

"I have two options for each meal, one
to follow if I'm at home and the other if
I'm ever out. This makes it really easy
to keep steady. I eat only healthy, home
cooked meals and avoid junk food alto-

gether." Sharing a little bit about her
workout patterns, she said: "Different
workouts work for different people and
it took me a little time to understand
that for me heavy weight training has
always made me look muscular which
is not the look I'm going for. So what
suits me is crossfit training with cardio
and functional training."

Pia wraps up with a piece of advice
for her fans: "Will power is the most im-
portant element in any weight-loss and
if that is missing, no diet or workout
will work because being steady and de-
termined on a task requires a lot of ef-
fort and control over your eating
habits."

P
atralekhaa has had her hands full in 2022.
The versatile actress was busy shoot-
ing for 4 projects all, in the cur-

rent year. Patralekha shall be seen
in four uniquely distinct charac-
ters in 'Aar ya Paar,' a
thriller for Disney+
Hotstar, Amazon
Prime's 'Gulkand
Tales' and an unti-
tled dramedy by
Luv Ranjan and
another unti-
tled starring
along with
M a a n v i
Gagroo.

Patralekhaa
adds, "2022
was indeed a
fulfilling one. I have
thoroughly enjoyed playing
four diverse characters. It was
an enriching experience and I
am really thrilled for the au-
diences to witness different
facets of my personality re-
flected in these characters.
Looking forward to 2023
with love, light and hope."

Patralekhaa has been
busy shooting for a couple of
more projects. While 'Aar
Ya Paar' shall be released by
the end of this year, the
other three projects are slat-
ed to be released early next
year.

Ram Charan
to Rajamouli:
‘Can’t wait to

see you 
conquer

world 
cinema’

'R
RR' star, Ram
Charan con-
gratulated di-

rector S.S. Rajamouli
on the movie bagging
two Golden Globe
nominations. This was
the second collabora-
tion between the duo
after 'Magadheera'
which was also a block-
buster hit.

Taking to his social
media handle, Ram
Charan tweeted: "What a
proud moment @ssra-
jamouli garu!

Can't wait to see you con-
quer world cinema.
Honoured that #RRRMovie
bagged the Best Non-
English Language Film
and the Best Original Song
nominations at the @gold-
englobes awards!
Congratulations team
RRR!!" The Golden Globe
nominations were the lat-
est global acknowledge-
ments of the cinematic
magic that Rajamouli has
unleashed. Earlier in the
day, Jr NTR, who starred
along with Ram Charan
in 'RRR', had congratu-
lated Rajamouli, as
did his 'Baahubali'
star, Prabhas.

ACROSS

1. Brim

5. Winter coat

10. Walk through water

14. Pack tightly

15. Foretelling signs

16. Diva's forte

17. Abode

18. Low traffic road (2 wds.)

20. Wagner works

22. Visionary

23. Mature

24. Still snoozing

26. Motive

28. Southern beauty

31. Makes happy

34. Corosive substances

35. Donate

36. Retain

40. Tax inits.

41. Carrying a weapon

42. Keanu Reeves role

43. Hawaiian cookout

45. Poetic contraction

46. The Devil

48. Most pleasing

50. Inclined

51. In abundance

54. Ticket part

56. Great anger

57. Nordic capital

60. Simpletons

64. Indiana Jones, e.g.

67. Implement

68. Yule song

69. Overweight

70. Poet ____ Pound

71. Difficult journey

72. Relaxes

73. Tenant's payment

DOWN

1. Canyon sound

2. Let fall

3. Amusement

4. Green gem

5. Sheriff's helpers

6. French friend

7. Cincinnati team

8. Leg hinge

9. Affirmed

10. Conflict

11. Locales

12. San ____

13. Dined

19. Lumber source

21. Fortas and Lincoln

25. Graduate's reward

27. Cigar residue

28. Release money
29. Light brown
30. ____ Marie Presley
32. Citrus fruits
33. Wards off
37. Aware of
38. Slim
39. Completed
41. Forefather
44. Pedro's "one"
46. Tater
47. Judge
49. Steel ingredient
51. Huge
52. Zeal
53. Embankment
55. Becomes weary
58. Grease
59. Mine products
61. Leak
62. Ripped
63. Mattress support
65. Lodge member
66. NJ time zone
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Patralekhaa is
all set to charm

audiences in
‘Aar Ya Paar’

W
atcho, one of India's
fastest-growing OTT plat-
forms, has announced the

premiere of 'Aarop', a heartbreak-
ing crime thriller series. This
edge-of-the-seat crime thriller is
written and directed by Subhash
Jangid and Vinay Bhola. The 10
episodes web series is available in
the Hindi language. The series is
packed with mystery, suspense,
drama, and thrill, which results in
a recipe that makes it absolutely
gripping for the viewers.

'Aarop' is a powerful, character-
driven crime thriller set in con-
temporary India. It revolves
around two cops, Anuraag and
Shantanu, who successfully appre-
hend a local goon, Jethiya, but the
mounting political pressures force
them to fight against each other.
The turn of events will take view-
ers through strange and intrigu-

ing scenarios with every episode.
The show also features an ensem-
ble of the cast including Ram
Mehar, Akansha Juneja, Raj Singh
Verma, Muskkan Sayed, Vikas
Mehta, Mukesh Musafir,
Chandrani Baidya, Hiten Tank,
Supriya Priyadarshani, Alka
Chatwal. Commenting on the
launch, Sukhpreet Singh,
Corporate Head – Marketing,
DishTV & WATCHO, Dish TV
India Ltd. said, " Watcho endeav-
ors to keep our viewers engaged
with interesting content across
varied genres. 'Aarop' is one such
story with a gripping plot and out-
standing performances by actors
that make the story even more re-
alistic. With the premiere of
'Aarop' we try to further strength-
en our programming slate and
viewing experience of our Watcho
family.”

‘Aarop’, a crime thriller to get
your adrenaline rushing

Pia Bajpiee: Willpower is
the most important part

of a weight-loss plan

Fans of Rishab Shetty of
'Kantara' fame are celebrat-

ing the fact that the actor-direc-
tor-writer is now preparing for
the sleeper-hit film's sequel.
Though there has been no offi-
cial statement from Shetty
about his plans, a 'Daiva
Nartaka' has revealed the news.
According to the 'Daiva
Nartaka', Umesh Gandhakadu,
Shetty had sought divine per-
mission to take up the 'Kantara'
sequel. And he added: "The local
god has given his consent."
The 'Daiva Nartaka' said:
"Rishab Shetty asked us to carry
out Panjurli (a local diety) seva
in Mangaluru. I have done the
seva in the Madivalabettu tem-
ple located at Bandale."

Rishab Shetty seeks divine
permission for ‘Kantara’

sequel and gets it
Shreya Ghoshal has

shared her experience
of working with Sanjay
Leela Bhansali for
'Sukoon'. The second song
from the album, 'Tujhe
Bhi Chand' sung by
Shreya, is out and she
says that it is a tribute to
doctors and healthcare
workers, who worked day
and night during the pan-
demic.

She said: "Working
with SLB Sir is a differ-
ent and memorable expe-
rience. Every project
with him is a new learn-
ing. The album 'Sukoon'
is another masterpiece
by him and I'm glad I got
the opportunity to work

with him on 2 of the
songs from the album(
'Tujhe Bhi Chand' and
'Qaraar')."

'Tujhe Bhi Chand' de-
picts the story of two doc-
tors working day and
night for the patients dur-
ing the pandemic lock-
down. And it shows how
they both slowly start lik-
ing each other and the
more interesting aspect
is that because of the
masks they never see
each other's face but still
care for each other.

Directed by Dheer
Momaya. Sung by Shreya
Ghoshal, the video fea-
tures Zoya Hussain and
Armaan Ralhan.

Shreya Ghoshal says ‘Tujhe Bhi Chand’
is a tribute to frontline health workers
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Lusail (Qatar), Dec 14 (AP):

Lionel Messi bent over,
clutched his left ham-
string and appeared to gri-
mace, immediately
spreading panic through
the soccer world but espe-
cially among all
Argentines. Was their su-
perstar their idol injured?
Was he going to have to
come off early in the
World Cup semifinals? No
such luck for Croatia.

Before long, Messi was
producing perhaps the
best performance of his
record-tying 25 appear-
ances at the World Cup,
leading Argentina to a 3-0
victory over Croatia on
Tuesday that set up a
meeting with either
France or Morocco in
Sunday's final.

Messi is back in soccer's
biggest match on his mis-
sion to win the game's
greatest prize for the first
time. At 35, he could hard-
ly be playing any better.

Messi converted a
penalty and played a part
in the other two goals by
Juli n lvarez one with an
outrageous piece of skill
that brought roars of ap-
proval from Argentina's
huge following to turn an
initially tense occasion
into a procession.

"A lot is going through
my head it's very emotion-
al seeing all of this,"
Messi said in a post-match
interview on the field as
he looked up at
Argentina's celebrating,
scarf-waving supporters.
"To see the fans the family'
during the whole tourna-

ment was so incredible.
We're going to the final,
which is what we want-
ed."

It will be Messi's second
World Cup final
Argentina lost the other
one to Germany in 2014 in
what might be his last ap-
pearance at the tourna-
ment.

The stage is set for a
player widely regarded as
one of the game's best, if
not the absolute best, to go
out on the ultimate high.
He is thrilling his legion
of fans along the way.

His swivel and driving
run to set up the third goal
for lvarez in the 69th
minute left Josko
Gvardiol one of the best
defenders at the World
Cup grasping at thin air
and epitomized Messi's
confidence and swagger.

He is embracing the re-

sponsibility of leading
Argentina to its third
World Cup title, scoring in
five of his six games in
Qatar.

He even had a penalty
saved in the one game in
which he didn't score.

"I am honored to train
him and see him play,"
said Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni, who was
in tears in the post-match
celebrations. "Every time
you see him play, it's a
huge source of motivation
for his teammates, fans
and the whole world."

Croatia failed in its bid
to reach a second straight
World Cup final after con-
ceding two goals in a five-
minute span from the
34th, just when the team
was looking comfortable
at Lusail Stadium and
Messi was raising con-
cerns by rubbing his ham-

string. Maybe it was a
ruse. Messi was soon toy-
ing with his opponents in
a way only he can and put
Argentina ahead by lifting
his penalty into the top
corner after lvarez was
taken out by Dominik
Livakovic after clipping
the ball past the Croatia
goalkeeper.

lvarez scored himself
in the 39th after a surging
run from halfway, which
started after he collected
Messi's short pass. Then
came the crowning mo-
ment, lvarez's second goal,
after Messi took Gvardiol
for a ride in the right cor-
ner. It was one game too
far for Croatia, which had
beaten Japan and Brazil
on penalties in the knock-
out stage, and star mid-
fielder Luka Modric, who
at 37 has likely played his
final World Cup match.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI):

When Lionel Messi,
with his moist eyes, stares
towards nothingness, he
can stop the world around
you. When he gets agitat-
ed and argues with a refer-
ee, you too get angry.

And when you see him
running circles around
the best in the world and
then make them chase
shadows like he did with
defender Josko Gvardiol
on Tuesday night in Doha,
the world seemed a better
place.

You are jumping with
joy. Some would have
woken up their loved ones
from deep slumber to
share the excitement.

You can win every tro-
phy in the world but FIFA
World Cup is special. Pele
touched it thrice,
Maradona too got a
chance to caress the hands
that held the 'Golden
Globe'.

And If Messi now miss-
es this chance, it would be
a chapter unfinished in
pages of football history.

In his fifth and last
World Cup, Messi, just like
global cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar, badly wants to
lay his hands on the tro-
phy.

Tendulkar lifted the
Blue Riband trophy in his
sixth and last global ap-
pearance in 2011 in
Mumbai.

Can Sunday bring that
Tendulkar moment for
Messi and Argentina?
Tendulkar lived his dream
and there are millions
who would pray that it
happens for Messi too.

"I have seen God walk

on earth. All I want now is
to see Messi lifting the
World Cup. I wouldn't have
any regrets in my life if I
don't watch any sport
after that day. But Man,
Messi, should win. Think
of it, what a memorable
moment it would be one
last time for the
Albicelestes," Deepto Roy,
a Mumbai based lawyer,
who is Doha to watch
semi-finals and final told
PTI. "Being an Indian and
also someone who

watched that cricket
World Cup final in
Mumbai, Messi gives you
that Sachin Tendulkar
like feeling. It seems the
entire world wants to see
Messi lift that World Cup.
We hear about fairy tales
and I want to live this
fairy tale on Sunday
night," Deepto said.

For Indian fans,
Argentina and Diego
Maradona entered their
lives permanently in 1986
when Doordarshan start-

ed airing the FIFA World
Cup matches from the sec-
ond round.

Even in those pre-inter-
net days when social
media wasn't even an idea,
Maradona's skills united
the Bengalis, Malayalis
and the Goans, the three
football mad states in
India.

"Messi belongs to
Barcelona as much as to
Argentina. But there is a
social context associated
with the mad Argentina
fandom especially in
Kolkata and Kochi.
Bengalis and Malayalis
are lovers of art and in
Maradona, they found an
artist they had never seen
in their lives.

"There is a generation
which actually watches
football only once in four
years but Maradona made
them fall in love with
Argentina football team
and Messi.

"So Messi and Argentina
became a sentimental con-
nect for many who aren't
even following Messi in
PSG these days. But one
must admit, as an Indian,
the 2011 World Cup seemed
like everything about SRT
and you get the same feel-
ing for Messi," Dwaipayan
Chatterjee, an avid club
football watcher said.

Strange as it might feel
but Julian Alvarez is no
less a hero in Argentina's
semi-final win and that 40-
metre down-the-middle
run is one for the keeps.
But that second goal of his
won't be talked about. He
scored another goal, the
third one which will be
talked about but not be-
cause of him.

‘Messi’ah of Millions: Indian fans wait
for Messi’s ‘2011 Tendulkar moment’

Argentina beat Croatia 3-0
to reach World Cup final

Argentina's players celebrate after defeating Croatia 3-0 in the Qatar 2022 World Cup football 
semi-final match between Argentina and Croatia at Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Benoni, Dec 14 (PTI):

India have been clubbed
with hosts South Africa,
Scotland and UAE in
group D of the inaugural
under-19 Women's T20
World Cup scheduled to be
held from January 14-29.

Eleven full member na-
tions gained automatic
entry, while Scotland,
UAE, USA joined World
Cup debutants Indonesia
and Rwanda in the tourna-
ment that will witness 41
matches played across
four venues in Benoni and
Potchefstroom.

Heavyweights Australia
find themselves in group
A along with Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka and USA. Group
B features England,
Pakistan, Rwanda and
Zimbabwe. New Zealand,
Ireland, Indonesia and the
West Indies complete the
group C. The toppers from
each group will make the
semi-finals.

Both semis and final
will be held at JB Marks
Oval in Potchefstroom and
entry to all the matches of

the tournament will be
"free of charge", the ICC
said in a statement. The
tournament will be fol-
lowed by the T20 World
Cup in Cape Town, Paarl
and Gqeberha beginning
on February 10.

"To host one ICC event

in a year is cause for great
celebration, but to claim
two in such quick succes-
sion is beyond our wildest
dreams," tournament di-
rector Sivuyile
Mqingwana said during
the launch event here on
Wednesday.

India clubbed with hosts South
Africa in U-19 Women’s World Cup

Chattogram, Dec 14 (PTI):

Cheteshwar Pujara in-
jected a fresh lease of life
into his uncertain interna-
tional future with a dogged
90 while Shreyas Iyer en-
joyed a reprieve to remain
unbeaten on 82 in India's
underwhelming opening
day score of 278/6 against
Bangladesh in the first
Test.

Pujara missed out on a
Test hundred as he was
bowled neck and crop by a
beauty from left-arm spin-
ner Taijul Islam (3/84) but
not before seeing India out
of danger with a 149-run
fifth-wicket stand with Iyer.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
(2/71) dismissed Axar Patel
off the last delivery of the
day to wrest the initiative
back for the hosts who
would like to restrict India
around a total of 300 runs
on a track that wasn't bad
for batting.

Credit should also be
given to Rishabh Pant (46
off 45 balls) whose counter-
attacking knock was of im-
mense value as he was the
first one to hold the opposi-

tion by the scruff of its
neck after skipper KL
Rahul (22), Shubman Gill
(20) and Virat Kohli (1)
were dismissed cheaply
within the first 90 minutes
of play. Till Pant was at the
crease, it seemed like he
was batting on a different
track.

Honours were shared on
the opening day with Islam
emerging as the hero for
Bangladesh and showing
he has the potential to
come out of the shadows of
his more illustrious skip-
per Shakib Al Hasan.

He bowled a couple of
classical left-arm spinner's
deliveries to get rid of
Kohli in the first hour and
Pujara in the final half
hour to negate the advan-
tage that India had gained

after the fall of three wick-
ets.

In case of Kohli, he
tossed it up and bowled a
fuller length as the batter
went on the back-foot. The
ball turned enough to hit
him on the back-pad.

If Kohli ended up being
plumb in front on the back-
foot, Pujara presented a
dead defence on the front-
foot and saw the ball beat
the outside edge of his bat
to hit the off-stick.

Iyer, for one, was lucky
when he was beaten
through the gate by Ebadot
Hossain and the ball hit the
stumps with the bail being
disturbed from its groove
but didn't fall.

While Pujara had 11
fours to his credit, Iyer has
10 hits to the fence so far.
But overall, the batting per-
formance left a lot to be de-
sired.

It was Pant who showed
the much-needed aggres-
sion, hitting six fours and
two sixes in his knock as he
along with Pujara (42 not
out) added 64 runs after
India were reduced to 48
for 3 in the 20th over.

Pujara, Iyer take India to 278/6 against Bangladesh

India's Shreyas Iyer (R) and
Cheteshwar Pujara run

between the wickets during
the first day of the first

cricket Test match between
Bangladesh and India at the

Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong on

December 14.

Porvorim, Dec 14:

Arjun Tendulkar scored his
maiden first-class century on
his Ranji Trophy debut on
Wednesday and emulated his
father, the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar. The 23-year-old,
representing Goa, smashed a
century off 177 balls on Day 2
of his team's Ranji Trophy tie
against Rajasthan in
Porvorim. Coincidentally, it
was in December of 1988 – 34
years ago – that Sachin had
scored a 100 on his Ranji
Trophy debut as well.
Arjun, who resumed batting
on 4 from the No. 7 position,
added a 200-run partnership
with fellow centurion Suyash
Prabhudesai. At the end of
140 overs, Goa had piled 410
runs with Arjun batting on
112 having struck 15 fours
and two sixes. Arjun, who

had previous played white-
ball cricket for Mumbai,
switched to Goa earlier this
year to explore more oppor-
tunities.

Arjun emulates father Sachin
Tendulkar’s historic feat

London, Dec 14 (PTI):

Former England cap-
tain Andrew Flintoff has
been airlifted to a hospital
after suffering a horror
car crash in Surrey while
filming an episode for
BBC's TV Show.

The 45-year-old was film-
ing for 'Top Gear' in icy
conditions at Dunsfold
Park Aerodrome in Surrey
on Tuesday when the acci-
dent happened.

"Freddie (Flintoff) was
injured in an accident at

the Top Gear test track
this morning - with crew
medics attending the
scene immediately," the
BBC said in a statement.

"He has been taken to
hospital for further treat-
ment and we will confirm
more details in due
course."

According to 'The Sun',
Flintoff's injuries are not
"life-threatening" and he
was "driving on the track
as normal" and was not
going at a high speed.

"All the usual health
and safety measures were
in place for filming too," a
source was quoted as say-
ing by 'The Sun'.

"Freddie was taken to
hospital by air ambulance
shortly afterwards.

"Filming has been post-
poned for now and all any-
one cares about is Freddie
recovering."

Former England cricketer Flintoff
hurt in Top Gear accident

Dubai, Dec 14 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli has moved up two
rungs to the eighth posi-
tion, while young opener
Ishan Kishan rocketed 117
spots to 37th place in the
latest ICC rankings re-
leased on Wednesday.

Kohli has been rewared
for scoring his first ODI
hundred in more than
three years in a match
against Bangladesh re-
cently, while Kishan made
huge gains following his
fastest ODI double-century
in the same match.

The former India cap-
tain had scored a 91-ball
113 in the third and final
ODI against Bangladesh in
Chattogram on Saturday.
It was his first hundred in
the 50-over format since
August, 2019.

Left-handed opener

Kishan, on the other hand,
had slammed a record-
breaking 210 off 131 balls.

Shreyas Iyer too ad-
vanced from 20th to 15th in
the batting chart following
his score of 82 in the sec-
ond match of the series in
Dhaka.

Among bowlers, Indian
pacer Mohammad Siraj
gained four places to 22nd
in the ODI ranking for
India, while Bangladesh
spin allrounder Shakib al
Hasan was up one place to
eighth.

Bangladesh's Mehidy
Hasan Miraz has moved
up three places to third in
the all-rounders' list.

ODI rankings: Kohli moves to eighth,
Kishan jumps 117 places to 37

Gangtok, Dec 14 (PTI):

Sixteen-year-old Manipur
medium pacer Pheiroijam
Singh on Wednesday became
the fourth Indian to grab nine
wickets on first-class debut in
their Ranji Trophy plate group
match against Sikkim at
Rangpo near here.
The teenager who returned
with figures of 22-5-69-9 to join
an elite list that has Vasant
Ranjane (9/35, 1956-57),
Amarjith Singh (9/45, 1971-72)
and Sanjay Yadav (9/52, 2019-
20), all of whom have claimed
nine wickets on their first-class
debut. Manipur bowled out
Sikkim for 220. It was the 10th
best in he first-class cricket
history and the fourth best by
an Indian on debut. It was a
one-way traffic for Pheiroijam
who triggered the collapse on

the second day as Sikkim con-
tinued to lose wickets from
being 58 for no loss overnight.
He nearly became the first
Indian to take all 10 wickets on
first-class debut but it was Rex
Rajkumar who dismissed
Anwesh Sharma (39) to fold
Sikkim's innings in 73.1 overs.
Pheiroijam, albeit, played a role
in the dismissal -- by taking the
catch of Sharma.
Englishman Albert Moss (10/38
in 1889-90) and Fitz Hinds
(10/36; 1900-01) are the only
two in the history of cricket to
bowl all 10 wickets in an
innings on first-class debut.
Sikkim however had the upper
hand and took a slender first
innings lead and reduced
Manipur to 59/4 at stumps on
day two. Overall, Manipur lead
by just 25 runs with six wickets
intact.

Manipur 16-year-old
becomes fourth Indian to

take nine wickets on debut Shimla, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Ice skating, the major
winter attraction of
Himachal Pradesh's state
capital Shimla commenced
on Wednesday at the Asia's
biggest natural rink locat-
ed near Lakkar Bazaar
here, an official said.
Skating enthusiasts con-
verged at the rink braving
morning chill to enjoy the
thrill of sliding on thin lay-
ers of ice.

"Skating makes me
happy and I am enjoying"
said nine-year-old Aayan, a
student of class V in St
Thomas School, among 16
kids taking to the rink in
the first session. "I was ea-
gerly waiting for ice skat-
ing to start and enjoyed the
first session", said 21 year
old Joannt Tatung, skating

for the past 16 years. "It is a
tough task to get up early in
the morning but when it
comes to skating, we are all
out before time,'' she added.

Clear sky during the win-
ter with minimum temper-
atures staying below 4 to 5

degrees Celsius is most
conducive for freezing of
ice. The trial was success-
fully done yesterday and
today officially the ice skat-
ing has begun, said
Organising Secretary of
the Shimla Ice Skating

Club, Pankaj Prabhakar.
Last year, the session start-
ed on December 16 and a
total of 52 sessions were
witnessed but this year,"we
were hoping to start early
as temperatures were
favourable since December
4, However, it got delayed
by almost two weeks as the
ground was sinking from
one side and levelling the
ground took time.

Moreover, Barracks put
at the Rivoli bus stand have
stopped the cold breeze, he
said. The ice is thin and the
skaters would only have 80
per cent of the rink which
is equal to size of five ten-
nis courts (58 mts X 30 mts)
as construction material
for building the Lift from
Lakkar Bazar to Mall Road
under Shimla Smart City
Mission, at the entry of the

rink is lying on the ground,
he told the PTI. The skating
Carnival with events like
ice dance, Fancy dress, Tug
of war and ice hockey
match would be organized
on December 25-26 and
Gymkhana (races and
sports competitions) in
the first week of
January 2023, said an of-
ficial of the Club.

The subscription for
full session for seniors
and juniors (under 16) is
Rs 3,000 and Rs 1,800 re-
spectively. The rush
would pick up after clos-
ing of schools and about
200 persons are expected
to participate this year,
he added. The shrinking
ice-skating season has
been a cause of serious
concern as it was a
major winter attraction

for the locals as well as
tourists. The ice-skating
which normally starts in
the last week of November
or first week of December
was stretched to December
14 this year.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Parliament on
Wednesday passed a bill to
rename the New Delhi
International Arbitration
Centre as the India
International Arbitration
Centre. The Rajya Sabha
passed the New Delhi
International Arbitration
Centre (Amendment) Bill,
2022, which was piloted by
Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju in the house on
Wednesday.

The Lok Sabha has al-
ready passed the bill on
August 2022, which ex-
pands this to include the
conduct of other forms of
alternative dispute resolu-
tion besides arbitration.

While replying to the de-
bate, Rijiju in the Upper
House said this bill will
help India emerge as an at-
tractive destination for ar-
bitration at the global

level. "India is still not a
hub for arbitration, while
small countries and cities
have emerged as major
centres for arbitration,"
the minister said.

He assured the mem-
bers saying that with the
steps being taken by the
Modi government, India
would emerge as an arbi-
tration centre in the com-
ing years.

"This amendment has
been brought with that ap-
proach," he said, adding
presently people prefer
places such as Singapore,
London and Hong Kong
for arbitration but after
this initiative, there would
be changes.

The country is emerging
as an economic power and
along with that India will
also attract the global busi-
ness community for arbi-
tration, Rijiju said.

"We can provide arbitra-

tion awards at more af-
fordable charges in com-
parative to those centres,"
he said, adding that the
government wants to start
work in this direction as
soon as possible.

He also rejected the alle-
gations that the govern-
ment has brought this bill
and procedure under the
pressure of the World
Bank and said, "It is the
government's considered
opinion and decision to
bring this bill."

While replying to a
query over the name
change, Rijiju said impor-
tant cities in India such as
Mumbai and Kolkata have
their own arbitration cen-
tres. "Even in Delhi, anoth-
er body Delhi Arbitration
Centre (DAC) is function-
ing". "It will not be good to
have two arbitration cen-
tres having the same name
of Delhi," he reasoned.

Parl passes bill to rename
arbitration centre
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Delegates watch the film Nanpakal Nerathu Mayakkam during the 27th International Film Festival of Kerala, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday.

INT’L FILM FEST

Saints from Swaminarayan sect during inauguration ceremony of month-long 'Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Centenary' celebrations, on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

‘No coercive action against CBI 
officers in Birbhum custodial death’

Kolkata, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The Calcutta High
Court on Wednesday
directed the West
Bengal CID not to
take any coercive ac-
tion against CBI offi-
cers named in a po-

lice case filed in connec-
tion with the custodial
death of Lalan Sheikh, the
main accused in the
Rampurhat massacre.

Allowing the CID to con-
tinue its probe on the FIR
lodged by Lalan's wife
Reshma Bibi, Justice Jay
Sengupta directed that the
investigation, especially
the recording of state-
ments and seizures, be
videographed.

The court, on a prayer by

the CBI, directed the CID
not to take any coercive ac-
tion against the central
agency's officers till fur-
ther orders. Justice
Sengupta also directed that
no final report in the inves-
tigation will be submitted
by the CID without the
leave of this court.

The court noted that the
post-mortem report of
Lalan's body states "violent
mechanical asphyxia" as
the cause of the death. It
also mentions ligature
marks and bruises on the
body.

Lalan, the main accused
in the killing of 10 people
in Rampurhat's Bogtui vil-
lage, was arrested by the
CBI on December 3 and
was in its custody for ques-

tioning on the orders of a
local court.

He was found hanging in
the washroom of the CBI
camp office in Rampurhat
on Monday. The CBI
claimed that he died by sui-
cide. In her complaint filed
with the Rampurhat police
station in Birbhum dis-
trict, Lalan's wife alleged
that her husband was mur-
dered, and she named sev-
eral CBI officers.

The court held that she
must be heard in the CBI's
application for transfer of
the case to NHRC's director
general or to the CBI itself.
The court said that she be
given a notice to be repre-
sented on Wednesday when
the matter will be taken up
for hearing again.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

A leading private hospi-
tal here formally
launched a state-of-the-art
integrated robotic system
for spine surgery on
Wednesday and claimed
that it was the "most ad-
vanced" system in India.
The technology used in
the system unveiled at an
event here utilises "artifi-
cial intelligence to visu-
alise spinal anatomy dur-
ing complex surgeries".

BLK-Max Super
Specialty Hospital, part of
the Max Healthcare
group, claimed that this
was "India's most ad-
vanced integrated robotic
system for spine surgery".

"The integrated spinal
robot is programmed to
navigate spinal surgeries.
Additionally, this is the

only robotic system that
combines surgical naviga-
tion and robotic guidance
for spinal surgery, which
offers significant advan-
tages to spine surgeons,"
the hospital said in a
statement.

"We started this jour-
ney in 2019, when we were
convinced that we needed
to acquire this spinal ro-
botics, because this is the
future for having safer,
more precise and more ac-
curate spinal surgeries.

"It is a technology in
evolution," Dr Puneet
Girdhar, senior director
and head of orthopaedic
spine surgery at the hos-
pital told PTI. But, then
the COVID-19 pandemic
outbreak happened and
the plan to acquire this
system got derailed, he
said.

"Finally in 2022 a few
months ago, we acquired
not just the most ad-

vanced such system, but
the fastest one on the
planet. And, 10 surgeries
have been conducted
using it in the past couple
of months using this new-
age Globus ExcelsiusGPS
robotic navigation plat-
form," Girdhar said. The
analysis for all these ten
patients show that accura-
cy has been "100 per cent"
and "bull's eye for all the
44 screws placed" during
the surgeries, he claimed.

Two of his patients, in-
cluding 71-year-old Bharat
Bhushan Kamra, a retired
gazetted officer and a
trained classical singer
suffering from severe
back pain and compres-
sion of spinal nerve and
difficulty in walking be-
fore the operation, and
who underwent surgeries
in the last month with the
use of this technology
shared their experiences
during the event on stage.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Three-year undergradu-
ate courses will not be dis-
continued till the four-year
undergraduate programme
is fully implemented,
University Grants
Commission Chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar said. The
new credit and curriculum
framework for undergradu-
ate courses was announced
earlier this week and it de-
fines Honours degree
courses as a four-year pro-
gramme.

However, Kumar clari-
fied that universities can
choose between the three
and four year pro-
grammes. "It is left to the

universities," he said in an
interview with PTI on
Wednesday. He was asked
whether it is mandatory
for universities to migrate
to the four-year pattern for
Honours degrees. The

University Grants
Commission (UGC) chair-
man also said candidates
with four-year undergrad-
uate degrees can directly
pursue Ph.D and they will
not require a Master's de-
gree. Describing the bene-
fits of the four-year under-
graduate programme
(FYUP), Kumar said, "The
first advantage is that they
do not have to do a
Master's degree to join a
Ph.D programme. They
can also take a single or
double major to gain a
deeper knowledge of a
given discipline."

"Since multidisciplinary
courses, ability enhance-
ment courses, skill en-

hancement courses, value-
added courses, and intern-
ships are embedded in the
FYUP, it will enhance the
opportunities for students
to take up employment or
go for higher studies," he
said.

The UGC on Monday no-
tified the curriculum and
credit framework for un-
dergraduate programmes
which will provide stu-
dents with multiple options
for entry and exit, a choice
between single major and
double major and interdis-
ciplinary choices of sub-
jects. The framework has
been developed by revising
the existing Choice Based
Credit System.
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CGP at Air
Force Academy

on Dec 17
HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  DDeecc  1144  ((PPTTII))::  A
Combined Graduation
Parade (CGP) will be held at
Air Force Academy in
Dundigal near here on
December 17 to mark the
successful completion of the
pre-commissioning training
of Flight Cadets of various
branches of the Indian Air
Force. Air Chief Marshal
Shaikh Abdul Hannan, Chief
of the Air Staff, Bangladesh
Air Force would be the Chief
Guest and Reviewing Officer
(RO) of the CGP, a Defence
release said on Wednesday. 

It is the first instance
where a foreign Service
Chief would be reviewing the
CGP, it said. During the cere-
mony, Hannan will confer
the "President's
Commission" to the graduat-
ing trainees. The ceremony
includes the presentation of
Wings' and Brevets' to the
Flight Cadets who would be
successfully completing
Flying and Navigation
Training respectively.

MADRAS HC OBSERVATION

‘Property given
cannot be taken
back by parents’

Chennai, Dec 14 (PTI):
The property transferred
by the elderly cannot be
taken back under the
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, if the trans-
fer documents do not con-
tain the clause imposing
the condition that the re-
cipient(s) should look after
the giver, the Madras High
Court has ruled.

There are two essential
pre-conditions for seeking
a declaration of the prop-
erty transfer as null and
void under Section 23 of
the Act. The first condi-
tion is that the transfer
document should have
been executed after the
Act came into force.

COURT DIRECTIVES

‘Children with 
disabilities entitled
to basic facilities’ 

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI):
Taking note of the prob-
lems faced by a student
with visual impairment,
the Delhi High Court has
said children with disabili-
ties should be provided
free uniforms and comput-
er and transportation fee
waiver to ensure they are
not deprived of proper ed-
ucation at government-
run Kendriya Vidyalayas.

The court ordered these
benefits to be extended to
the child studying in class
6 at Kendriya Vidyalaya in
Noida, observing these are
"basic facilities" for such
children covered under
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016.

The court passed the di-
rections on the petition by
the child who suffers more
than 75 per cent visual im-
pairment. His petition
said his father being a
daily wager cannot afford
to fund his education.
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‘3-year UG courses to continue till
4-year prog fully implemented’

M Jagadesh Kumar

Ice skating begins in Shimla

People skate at an ice skating rink, at Lakkar Bazar in Shimla.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The father of the 17-
year-old acid attack vic-
tim says he has no clue
who could have done
such a thing and insists
his daughter never com-
plained about any ha-
rassment. Minutes after
she left her west Delhi
home to go to school with
her sister, the girl was at-
tacked with acid by two
masked bike-borne men.

Her sister rushed back
home to inform her par-
ents about the incident,
while some shopkeepers
helped her wash off the
acid with milk.

Waiting outside the
burns ward of

Safdarjung Hospital
where she is undergoing
treatment, her father
told reporters that her
sister was with her at the
time and they both were
going to school.

"My daughter left
home at 7.30 am. As soon
as she crossed the street,
she was attacked. The in-
cident happened within
six to seven minutes of
her leaving the house.
My youngest daughter
had gone along with her
and then came running
to us," he told reporters
here. Asked whether she
was being harassed or
stalked, he said she
never had any such com-
plaint.

ACID ATTACK VICTIM’S FATHER

‘I’ve have no idea
who could do this’ 

Hospital unveils state-of-the-art
integrated robotic system

̈ For spine surgery



Protest march 
MMuummbbaaii:: A protest march
organised by the opposi-
tion Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) on various issues,
including remarks against
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, on December 17
in Mumbai will be a mas-
sive one, a Congress
leader said on
Wednesday. Maharashtra
Congress working presi-
dent Naseem Khan told
PTI the march will be
taken out from near the JJ
Hospital instead of
Jijamata Udyan in Byculla
in south Mumbai as
scheduled earlier.

Recover
MMaannggaalluurruu:: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA), which is probing
the cooker bomb explo-
sion in an autorickshaw in
the city last month, has
intensified the interroga-
tion of prime accused
Mohammed Shariq whose
health condition has con-
siderably improved.

Deadlock 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Centre has
not received any informa-
tion from state govern-
ments about deadlocks
between university vice-
chancellors and chancellors,
Rajya Sabha was informed
on Wednesday. Minister of
State for Education Subhas
Sarkar also denied that the
government is considering
to set up a commission for
ease of selection of quali-
fied and skilled persons for
appointment as vice-chan-
cellors.

Acquit
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A court here
has acquitted a man of the
charges of rioting and
criminal conspiracy, saying
the prosecution had "com-
pletely and miserably"
failed to prove the guilt of
the accused beyond rea-
sonable doubt. The court
was hearing a case against
Mohammed Asif, who was
accused of being a mem-
ber of a riotous unlawful
assembly that was armed
with deadly weapons and
indulged in vandalism, vio-
lence and criminal trespass
on February 29, 2020 dur-
ing northeast Delhi com-
munal riots.

Protest 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Residents of
high-security Badamibagh
cantonment area in
Jammu and Kashmir held
a protest on Wednesday
against the opening of a
liquor shop in the locality
saying it was in violation
of the rules. The residents
of Shivpora and adjoining
areas held a peaceful
demonstration against
opening of the liquor
shop, nearly two months
after it was shut down by
the authorities for lack of
required permissions.
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BRIEF

PM Modi being felicitated by BJP
National President JP Nadda on
the party's thumping victory in
Gujarat Assembly elections, in

New Delhi, Wednesday.

Low31 18High

Weather

MARKET

BULLION

NIFTY 18,660.30   7
62,677.91   7SENSEX

GOLD 54,709

SILVER 69,103

Bilaspur, Dec 14:

In a daring incident
about half-a-dozen masked
gunmen brutally shot dead
a senior Congress leader
and District General
Secretary near Sakri
Bypass located on the out-
skirts of city in broad day-
light on Wednesday after-
noon. The deceased identi-
fied as Sanju Tripathi a res-
ident of Kududand in
Bilaspur was a property
dealer and at the time of
the incident, he was driving
his car. When he reached
near Sakri Bypass few mis-
creants who were on two
cars intercepted him on
way and before anybody
could understand anything
fired seven shots on him.
He was hit on the head and
body after which he suc-
cumbed on the spot. The ac-
cused after committing the
crime escaped towards
Raipur and Mungeli direc-
tion and are still at large.

Instantly after the inci-
dent Senior Police
Superintendent Parul
Mathur along with a posse
of senior Police authorities
and Sakri Police decented
to the spot along with
Forensic team and sealed
the area. Police have also
sealed all the outlets and
alerted their counterparts
in other districts. Police
have taken possession of
the body and sent it for au-

topsy. The Forensic experts
also collected blood samples
of and recovered empty
cells of bullets. Sakri Police
said that the gunmen fired
at the deceased from out-
side the car from point
blank range. The bullets
after smashiing the glasses
hit him on the head and
body. When he was taken to
the hospital, the doctors de-
clared him brought dead.
Although there were few

people around the spot at
the time of the incident, but
before they could do any-
thing, the miscreants com-
mitted the crime and fled
from the spot showing clean
pair of heals to the law.
Moreover the miscreants
had covered their faces due
to which people were not
been able to identify them.

The car in which victim was travelling at the time of incident.
(Inset) victim Sanju Tripathi.

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Three people have been ar-
rested for throwing acid on a
17-year-old girl in Dwarka on
Wednesday, ANI quoted DCP
M Harshvardhan as saying.
The incident, which trig-
gered severe outrage, led the
ruling AAP and women
groups to raise questions on
the availability of acid in
Delhi markets despite a ban.

The incident was caught
on CCTV footage. It showed
two people on a bike throw-
ing acid at the girl on the
sidewalk. The National
Commission For Women
(NCW) has taken cognizance
of the attack, while the Delhi
Commission for Women
(DCW) has issued notice to
the police. The accused are
currently being interrogated
to ascertain the motive be-
hind the attack, they said.

The girl is battling serious
injuries at Safdarjung
Hospital's burn ICU. Earlier,
the teen, who was with her
younger sister when the at-
tack took place at Mohan
Garden near Uttam Nagar,
had named two persons who
could be responsible for the
attack. Of them, one had ear-
lier been detained by police,
according to Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Dwarka) M Harsha
Vardhan. "She has suffered

seven to eight per cent facial
burns and her eyes have also
been affected. She has been
admitted to the burn ICU
and is stable," said a doctor at
Safdarjung Hospital. As out-
rage spread over the acid at-
tack, women's groups and
others, including Lt
Governor V K Saxena, raised
questions on the availability
of acid in markets despite a
ban and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
asked how the accused could
have gathered so much
courage.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Properties and fixed deposits
worth Rs 1.62 crore of a for-
mer Kerala cadre IAS officer
have been attached under the
anti-money laundering law in
a case of alleged possession of
disproportionate assets, the
Enforcement Directorate said
on Wednesday.
A provisional order for attach-
ment of the assets of the offi-
cer, T O Sooraj, has been
issued under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), the ED said in a state-
ment.
The properties attached
include vacant land located in
Kerala, fixed deposits, bank
balances and investment in
shares, held in the name of the
officer as well as in the name
of his family members, the
federal agency said.
Sooraj joined Kerala govern-

ment service in 1980 as a
ranger in the forest depart-
ment and he was subsequently
awarded the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) in
1994, the statement said.
The money laundering case
stems from a chargesheet
filed by the Kerala vigilance
and anti-corruption bureau
which charged him for amass-
ing wealth disproportionate to
his known sources of income.
According to the ED, probe
found that Sooraj had pur-
chased several properties as
well as vehicles in the name of
his wife and children.
"Further, it was also found
that he had purchased a vehi-
cle as 'benami' in the name of
his associate. T O Sooraj
utilised the illegitimate money
to acquire several properties
in the name of his family
members and associates," the
agency said.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Wednesday arrested jailed
gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari in a
money laundering case
after he was produced be-
fore a local court in Uttar
Pradesh, officials said.

Ansari, a five-time for-
mer MLA, was lodged in a
jail at Banda in Uttar
Pradesh. The 59-year-old
was questioned by the ED
in this case last year.

He was taken into cus-
tody by the ED under the
criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
after he was produced be-
fore a court in Prayagraj

on the basis of a produc-
tion warrant moved by the
agency, according to offi-
cial sources.

His MLA son Abbas
Ansari was also arrested
by the federal probe
agency in November after
questioning at its sub
zonal office in Prayagraj.
This was followed by the
arrest of Mukhtar
Ansari's brother-in-law

Atif Raza. The money
laundering case against
Mukhtar Ansari stems
from multiple FIRs lodged
by the Uttar Pradesh
Police apart from two
more FIRs lodged against
a company called Vikas
Constructions (a partner-
ship firm) that was run by
his wife, two brother-in-
laws (including Atif Raza)
and others. Mukhtar
Ansari is under the ED
scanner in connection
with at least 49 criminal
cases booked against him
including those on charges
of land grabbing, murder
and extortion.

He faces trial in Uttar
Pradesh in several cases,
including attempt to mur-
der and murder.

Mumbai, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has set up a com-
mittee to gather informa-
tion on the inter-faith and
inter-caste marriage cou-
ples and the maternal fami-
lies of the women involved
if they are estranged, with
its head and state minister
Mangal Prabhat Lodha say-
ing the move is aimed at
avoiding a repeat of the
Shraddha Walkar case.

The opposition
Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP) called it a "retro-
grade" step and said the
Eknath Shinde govern-
ment had no right to spy on
the personal life of people.

A Government
Resolution (GR) issued on
Tuesday by the state's
Women and Child

Development Department
said the
"Intercaste/Interfaith mar-
riage-family coordination
committee (state level)" will
be headed by state minister
Mangal Prabhat Lodha.

The committee will mon-
itor district-level initia-
tives for women involved in

such marriages who may
be estranged from their
families, so that assistance
can be provided if neces-
sary, it said. Talking to re-
porters on Wednesday,
Lodha said setting up the
committee was an attempt
of the state government to
ensure that the Shraddha

Walkar case does not hap-
pen again.

"The fact that Walkar's
family was not aware that
she had died six months
ago is scary...We don't want
to have another Shraddha
Walkar and this is the rea-
son why the committee is
being set up to ensure
women in such marriages
are not away from their
families,'' he said.

Walkar was murdered al-
legedly by her live-in part-
ner Aaftab Poonawala in
Delhi in May this year.
Poonawala allegedly stran-
gled Shraddha and cut her
body into 35 pieces which
he kept in a 300-litre fridge
for almost three weeks at
his residence in Mehrauli
in south Delhi, before
dumping them across the
city over several days.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The CBI has booked
three Jalgaon-based jew-
ellery companies for al-
leged loan fraud of over
Rs 352 crore in the State
Bank of India, officials
said on Wednesday.

In three separate FIRs,
the agency has named
Rajmal Lakhichand
Jewellers Pvt Ltd, RL Gold
Pvt Ltd, and Manraj
Jewellers Pvt Ltd, and
their promoters-directors-
guarantors -- Ishwarlal
Shankarlal Jain Lalwani,
Manish Ishwarlal Jain
Lalwani, Pushadevi
Ishwarlal Jain Lalwani
and Neetika Manish Jain
Lalwani -- as accused.

According to the SBI

complaint to the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI), Rajmal Lakhichand
Jewellers caused a loss of
Rs 206.73 crore, RL Gold
Rs 69.19 crore loss and
Manraj Jewellers Rs 76.57
crore to the bank.

The three companies al-
legedly transacted busi-
ness with their associate
firm Rajmal Lakhichand,
the largest debtor among
the four companies. They
also involved three named
in the FIRs -- Rajmal
Lakhichand Jewellers Pvt
Ltd, RL Gold Pvt Ltd, and
Manraj Jewellers Pvt Ltd.

The purchase and sale
of all four companies
were primarily routed
through Rajmal
Lakhichand, the SBI has
alleged. The accounts of
the FIR-named companies

show payments made to
Rajmal Lakhichand for
purchases, but they said
that receivables for prod-
ucts sold to it are shown as
outstanding.

The three companies
had allegedly sold goods
worth Rs 10,187 crore to
partnership firm Rajmal
Lakhichand during the fi-
nancial year 2010-11 to
2017-18 and purchased
goods worth Rs 9,925
crore, they said.

Despite requests from
forensic auditors, the fi-
nancials of the company
Rajmal Lakhichand were
not provided by the pro-
moters, it alleged.

The bank has alleged
that fixed assets charged
with the bank were dis-
posed of without knowl-
edge.

Mumbai, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Former Mumbai police
commissioner Param Bir
Singh on Wednesday with-
drew a defamation suit filed
against TV journalist Arnab
Goswami and ARG Outlier
Media Pvt Ltd which owns
Republic TV. While allowing
the withdrawal request, ad-
ditional sessions judge V D
Kedar imposed a nominal
cost of Rs 1,500 on Singh,
who has now retired, to be
paid to Goswami. "It is not in
dispute that due to the filing
of the suit the defendant has
to engage an advocate. I feel
cost needs to be imposed for

withdrawal of the suit un-
conditionally," the judge said.
Singh filed a defamation suit
in 2021 against Goswami and
the owners of the Republic
TV newschannel, seeking
damages of Rs 90,00,000.

In October 2020, Goswami
made several "false and
defamatory" statements on
his news show on Republic
TV in relation to the alleged
TRP (Television Rating
Points) rigging scam which
Mumbai Police were prob-
ing, Singh claimed in his
suit.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The pre-matric scholar-
ship has now been limited
to classes 9 and 10 in gov-
ernment schools only
under the OBC category,
the government said on
Wednesday. Responding to
a question in the Rajya
Sabha, Social Justice and
Empowerment Minister
Virendra Kumar said this
has been done in order to
rationalise the scholarship.
"The pre-matric scholar-
ship has now been limited
to Class 9 and 10 in govern-
ment schools only under

the OBC category," he said
in a written response.
Kumar said the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, 2009
makes it obligatory for the
government to provide free
and compulsory elemen-
tary education (classes 1 to
8) to each and every child.
Accordingly, only students
of classes 9 and 10 are cov-
ered under the pre-matric
scholarship scheme for
OBC," he said in a written
response. Responding to an-
other question, Minister of
State for Social Justice
Pratima Bhoumik said rep-
resentations are being re-
ceived from various indi-
viduals and organizations
to provide reservation for
OBCs on the basis of their
population.

Firozabad (UP), Dec 14 (PTI):

Six people, including a
one-year-old boy, died and
21 were injured when a bus
fell into a roadside ditch on
the Lucknow-Agra ex-
pressway in the Nagla
Khangar area here on
Wednesday morning, po-
lice said. "A passenger bus
heading to Raebareli from
Ludhiana met with an ac-
cident on Wednesday
morning. A team of local
police was rushed to the
spot to undertake rescue
work," Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Ranvijay
Singh said. "Six passen-
gers of the bus, including a
woman and a child, were
killed in the accident.
Around 21 others sus-
tained injuries and were
taken to a nearby hospital
for medical treatment," he
added. Four of the de-
ceased were identified as
Reena (22), her one-year-
old son Ayansh, and
Rajesh (25) of Fatehpur
district and Sant Lal (70) of
Kaushambi district, the po-
lice said.

BROAD DAYLIGHT MURDER

Cong leader Tripathi shot dead
The deceased identified as
Sanju Tripathi a resident of
Kududand in Bilaspur was a
property dealer and at the
time of the incident,  was
driving his car. When he
reached near Sakri Bypass
few miscreants who were on
two cars intercepted him on
way and before anybody
could understand anything
fired seven shots on him. He
was hit on the head and body
after which he succumbed on
the spot. The accused after
committing the crime escaped
towards Raipur and Mungeli
direction and are still at large.

About the incident

Six people dead as
bus falls into ditch

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED arrests gangster-turned-politician
Mukhtar Ansari 

ED attaches Rs 1.62-cr assets
of former Kerala IAS officer

ACID ATTACK CASE 

Police arrest three

"The victim has suffered seven
to eight per cent facial burns
and her eyes have also been
affected. She has been admit-
ted to the burn ICU and is sta-
ble," said a doctor at
Safdarjung Hospital.
Waiting outside the burns
ward, her father told reporters
that her sister was with her at
the time. "My daughter left
home at 7.30 am. As soon as
she crossed the street, she was
attacked. The incident hap-
pened within six to seven min-
utes of her leaving the house.
My youngest daughter had
gone along with her and then
came running to us," he told
reporters here. Asked whether
she was being harassed or
stalked, he said she had made
no such complaint. 

About the incident

TALENTS RECEIVE HONOURS

President Droupadi Murmu presents the National Painting Competition 2022 prize to a student, during
an event on the occasion of National Energy Conservation Day, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

Maha govt to gather info on interfaith couples

A Government Resolution (GR) issued on Tuesday
by the state's Women and Child Development
Department said the Intercaste/Interfaith mar-
riage-family coordination committee (state
level)" will be headed by state minister Mangal
Prabhat Lodha. The committee will monitor dis-
trict-level initiatives for women involved in such
marriages who may be estranged from their fam-
ilies, so that assistance can be provided if neces-
sary, it said. Talking to reporters on Wednesday,
Lodha said setting up the committee was an
attempt of the state government to ensure that the Shraddha
Walkar case does not happen again.

‘Aim is to avoid repeat of Walkar case’

Mangal
Prabhat Lodha

Pre-matric scholarship now
only to classes 9 and 10

̈ In govt schools
only under OBC
category

Param Bir Singh 
withdraws defamation suit
̈ Against journalist

Arnab Goswami

CBI books jewellery firms for Rs 352 cr fraud
̈ In SBI Dr Ganesh Singh 

BBhhiillaaii::  Former Vice President
of Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha
and former dentist of Pt JLN
Hospital, Dr Ganesh Singh left
for heavenly abode at the age
of 80 years on Wednesday
evening. Funeral procession
will be taken out from his resi-
dence situated at 63/11,
Nehru Nagar (West) on
December 15 around 12:00 hrs
and last rites of the mortal re-
mains will be performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. He
was the father of Mahakal
Singh and Arun Singh. 

OBITUARY
Praja Sewa Samiti honoured

for blood donation

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: On Sai
Raktadata Sewarth Samiti
had recently organised
state level felicitation func-

tion of blood donors at
Ambikapur. Praja Sewa
Samiti was also honoured
at this event. JD Khan and
Deepak Kumar of the sami-
ti received the honour.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1144:: The annual sports
fair "Udaan" for differently-abled
children was organised last
Sunday in the presence of digni-
taries from Bhilai Steel Plant,
Central Industrial Security Force,
Sashastra Seema Bal and Income
Tax along with representatives
from district and police adminis-
tration. This annual event is or-
ganised by social organization
Golden Empathy (GE) Foundation. 

Anirban Dasgupta, director in-
charge of Bhilai Steel Plant, who
arrived on the inauguration occa-
sion at Divyang Khel Ground in
front of Bhilai Niwas, recalled that
last time he had come to see the
cultural presentation of these chil-
dren. Dasgupta said that as com-
fortable as all these children were
on the stage that day, they are

participating with the same ener-
gy in the playground today as
well. He said that the society
should always be ready to encour-
age such children, so that they can
contribute actively in every field in
the society. All the guests present
on the occasion declared the for-
mal inauguration with release of
balloons. Addressing the gather-
ing, Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB)
DIG Thomas Chacko said that
there should be a sense of empa-
thy, not sympathy, towards these
children. They need encourage-

ment more than kindness. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava said that deep
talent is hidden in all the children
present here. If we keep encour-
aging them, then these children
can show their talent in
Paralympic Games as well. At the
beginning of the event, the guests
met these special children who
had come from different parts of
Chhattisgarh and then flagged off
the differently-abled children's
run. The guests visited the stalls
of various differently-abled
schools and spent a few moments

with the differently-abled chil-
dren. The guests gave their pres-
ence in different sessions of vari-
ous sports competitions held
throughout the day and honoured
all the children. During this, the
teachers of all the schools were
also honoured by the organisers.
The guests included ED (P&A,
BSP) MM Gadre, Commandant of
Central Industrial Security Force
SK Bajpai, Commandant of SSB
Thakur, CGM (RED) Tarun Karnar,
CGM Town Services Department
SV Nandanwar, Deputy

Commissioner Income Tax Rajesh
Pali, General Manager FSNL
Pankaj Tyagi, President of BSP
Officers Association NK Banchhor,
Deputy Director of Social Welfare
Department Durg Kamlesh Patel,
In-charge of Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan J Manoharan and senior
journalist EV Murali. 

GE Foundation coordinators
Pradeep Pillai, G Suresh, Shreyas S
Kumar, Subhaga Suresh, Sanjay
Mishra, Swati Pandwar, Mridula
Shukla, Jyoti Pillay, Anupama
Meshram, Swati Barik, Vishakha,
Prashant Ganveer, Vishnu Anand,
Adarsh Nair, K Vinod, Ravesh
Gupta, Ashit Surendran and Manish
Tawari extended support to male
the event successful. St Thomas
College, BIT Durg and Kalyani
Warriors extended special coopera-
tion in the event. The entire pro-
gram was ably conducted by
Pankaj Meshram and Javed Khan.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14:
Department of Mechanical
Engineering, Bhilai
Institute of Technology
Durg, conducted two days
Faculty Development pro-
gram on "Hands on train-
ing in Autodesk Fusion 360
software" on December 13-
14, 2022.

Viju Antony, was the re-
source person who is a cer-
tified evaluator and trainer
in Autodesk Fusion 360
software and is the
Director, BIMIT, CAD and
BIM Training Services
with an overall experience
of more than 20 years in
the industry, both Design
and production. The FDP
was organized keeping in
view about the present
changes and challenges in

technical education, which
needs software based teach-
ing. Fusion 360 is a cloud-
based 3D modeling, CAD,
CAM, CAE, and PCB soft-
ware platform for profes-
sional product design and
manufacturing. The FDP
was in-house and more
than 20 faculty members
from both Mechanical and
Civil Engineering partici-
pated and training was
done on one to one basis.
Participants were trained
in drawing, designing and

engineering a product to
ensure aesthetics, form, fit,
and function. They could
engineer, design and create
with comprehensive elec-
tronics and PCB design
tools too. The training was
fruitful and successful and
appreciated by all partici-
pants. Dr Arun Arora,
Director BIT Durg, Dr
Mohan Gupta, Principal
BIT Durg, Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice Principal
BIT Durg, Dr Shiena
Shekhar, Head of

Department (Mechanical
Engineering), were present
in inaugural ceremony.
FDP was coordinated by Dr
Manoj Kumar Pal
Professor Mechanical
Engineering and Dr
Devesh Shrivastava was co-
coordinator. All partici-
pants received their certifi-
cates from Autodesk
through cloud at the end of
training after uploading
their task.

Vijay Gupta, Chairman
BIT trust; IP Mishra,
Honourable Secretary BIT
Durg; Dr Arun Arora,
Director BIT Durg, Dr
Mohan Gupta, Principal
BIT Durg and Dr Manisha
Sharma, Vice-principal
BIT Durg, praised and con-
gratulated the efforts of
Department in successfully
conducting the FDP.

Godna Shilp Training Programme 
for Village Women concludes

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: A three-
month Godna Shilp (tattoo
art on garments) training
programme was organised
in village Nandauri in
Durg District from Sept 05
to Dec 06, 2022 as part of
women empowerment ac-
tivity by the CSR Dept of
SAIL-BSP. As many as 25
women were trained.

An amount of Rs 3000
per month was also grant-
ed to the women as
stipend. Addressing the
concluding ceremony on
Dec 08, '22, Nilima
Nandanwar said handi-
crafts and such art Godna
Shilp are much in demand
in and out of the country.

As such, women who
have been trained can

earn reasonably well.
Present at the concluding
ceremony were village
sarpanch, Gitanjali
Verma, Dhankar, officials
of Hasthshilp Vikas Board
and villagers.

The programme was
compered by Rajni Rajak.
Sheorajan Nair, GM (CSR),
Sushil Kamde, Sr Mgr
(CSR), Vivek Mishra, Asst
Mgr (CSR) were specially
present on the occasion.

Construction Company instructed to 
provide Rs 15 lakh to orphaned child

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: District
Administration had in-
structed the Construction
Company involved in con-
struction of flyover at
Kumhari to provide a
compensation of Rs 15
lakhs to the orphaned
child who lost her parents
in a mishap at this flyover
on Saturday.

Due to the negligence
on the part of the con-
struction company, a man
and his wife had lost their
lives. District Collector
and SP conducted discus-
sion with the officials of
Royal Infra Company and
asked them to take respon-
sibility for the girl child.

It could be recollected

here that an FIR was
lodged under sections 337,
304 of IPC against the re-
sponsible officials of
Royal Infra Company fol-
lowing the death of a cou-
ple in a mishap at the
under construction fly-
over. The deceased were
Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan, residents of
Changorabhata, Raipur.

The couple with their
12-year-old daughter
Annu Dewangan had
come to attend a marriage
at village Janjgiri on their
moped bearing registra-
tion number CG04-NV-
5125. Around 20:40 hrs on
Saturday, they were re-
turning back home on the
moped.

Near Kumhari Square,
they took the flyover route
as there was no barricade,
stopper or diversion sign.
Due to lack of street light-
ing arrangements, the
rider failed to assess the
dead end on the flyover
and the family fell off the
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the spot
and the injured were
rushed to Government
Hospital in Kumhari.
Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan were declared
brought-dead at the hospi-
tal. The child Annu
Dewangan was shifted to
AIIMS Raipur for better
treatment.

After discussion with
the Collector and SP, the
officials of Royal Infra
Company agreed to take
care of the education and
other needs of the or-
phaned child Annu
Dewangan. For this, the
company agreed to pro-
vide an amount of Rs 15
lakhs.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava con-
ducted discussion with
the officials of the compa-
ny in this regard and
asked them to take the re-
sponsibility of the girl
child.

Collector and SP told
the Royal Infra officials
that the contract condi-
tions for the construction

of the flyover included
taking care of all safety
aspects. The negligence of
the company on the safety
issues led to the serious
accident. In this accident,
a girl lost her parents and
now she has a serious
problem of upbringing.

Hence, the company
should bear the expenses
of her upbringing. After
discussion, the manage-
ment agreed to provide an
amount of Rs 15 lakh. The
company will provide a
cheque of Rs 15 lakh to
the family members of
the child on Dec 15 in the
presence of Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena and SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava in the
Collectorate premises.

Power Zone felicitated 
with Pali  Shiromani & 

Karm Shiromani Award

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: Employees
belonging to Power zone of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
were awarded with the 'Pali
Shiromani' and 'Karm
Shiromani Puraskar' on
December 10, 2022 for their
exemplary work perform-
ance under the 'Shiromani
Puraskar Yojana' of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Pali Shiromani  Award
winners of Power zone in-
cluded  Devendra  Kumar
Yadav, Senior Manager,

PNBS and  Karm
Shiromani  Award winners
Tarun Kumar Verma,
C/Man Senior Technician,
PNBS, Abdul Gani ,
C/Man cum Senior
Technician (E), PNBS,
Sahab Deen, Senior
Technician, PEM and
Gautam Rao Ramteke,
Operator (Boiler), PNBS
were felicitated for their ex-
emplary work.

The norms of social dis-
tancing were followed in
conducting and distribu-
tion of the prizes during

the function in the wake of
COVID-19 pandemic.

The function was
presided over by Rajiv
Pandey, CGM (Power
Facilities). Departmental
HODs HK Sahu, GM I/c
(PNBS & PEM) and Heads
of the various sections pre-
sented the award winners
with a certificate of merit,
memento and appreciation
letter for the spouse of the
employee. The programme
was conducted by
Personnel Office of P&E
Zone.

Kin accept corpse after settlement
of compensation issues 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: Bhilai
Steel Plant management
agreed to provide appoint-
ment on compassionate
grounds to the dependents
of the contract worker
who was killed in a work-
place mishap at Sintering
Plant 2 on Tuesday. The
contractor also provided
Rs 2 lakh compensation
and Rs 61000 for the last
rites. Trade Union leaders
and local elected represen-
tatives camped at Sector 9
Mortuary till settlement of
the compensation issues.
Later, the kin accepted the
body and moved to their
native place in Orissa for
performing the last rites.

It could be recollected
here that a contract work-
er Kanha Charan Mehar
(37) was killed in a work-
place accident at Sinter
Plant 2. He worked for the
contractor M/s CB Patel.
Around 15:20 hrs on
Tuesday, Kanha Charan
Mehar and his co-workers
were deployed for the task
of fixing the conveyor roll
bundle at Conveyor No FS
9 in Sinter Plant 2. He suf-

fered fatal injuries with a
rod which was thrown
away while fixing the
heavy conveyor. He was
rushed to the Plant's Main
Medical Post where doc-
tors declared him brought
dead.

On Wednesday morning,
trade union leaders and
local elected representa-
tives reached Sector 9
Mortuary in support of
the bereaved family. Union
leaders Harishankar
Chaturvedi, Sharda Gupta,
Vashishtha Verma, Yogesh
Soni, Ashok, Vinod

Upadhyay, Ebison
Varghese, Senior
Corporator Bashisth
Narayan Mishra and BMC
Speaker Bunty Girwar
Sahu were present. Under
their pressure, the
Contractor CB Patel pro-
vided a total compensation
of Rs 2.61 lakh to the wife
of the deceased. On the be-
half of BSP management,
IR officer Nivesh handed
over the compassionate ap-
pointment letter to Rajni
Mehar, widow of the de-
ceased worker. One of the
dependents of the de-

ceased will be provided a
job by BSP. It needs to be
mentioned here that the
deceased was the father of
two daughters who are just
2 years and 6 years old. The
widow Rajni Mehar is a
graduate and according to
her qualification, the man-
agement will give her com-
passionate appointment.

Senior Corporator
Bashisth Narayan Mishra,
who always coordinates
for arranging ambulances
and creating green corri-
dors for the needy,
arranged an ambulance to

transport the body and his
family to their native place
in village Belpahar
(Orissa). BMC Speaker
Girwar Bunty Sahu also
remained present in sup-
port of the bereaved fami-
ly as the deceased was a
resident of his ward.

CITU leader Yogesh
Soni said that the death
toll of contract workers is
very high in industrial
mishaps. There is a need
to pay special attention to
the safety of contract
workers. Unnecessary re-
trenchment of contract la-
borers and recruitment of
new laborers is also not
correct from the point of
view of safety. The man-
agement must take con-
crete initiative to prevent
the increasing accidents.

Soni further said that to
avoid disputes after death,
it is necessary to make a
system and fix a uniform
compensation amount.
There is a dire need to
make rules to avoid the sit-
uation of disputes after
death. All the workers
should be insured for at
least Rs 15 lakhs so that
there is no dispute.
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Two day FDP on Autodesk Fusion 360 held at BIT Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 14: The 14th
Annual Sports Day of
Bhilai Ispat Vikas
Vidyalaya, Sector 6 was
held on December 13, 2022.
Free education is provided
to children from economi-
cally backward sections of
society at the school by
SAIL-BSP under its CSR
programme.

Sheorajan Nair, GM
(CSR) was the chief guest
of the programme while
Sushil Kamde, Sr Mgr
(CSR), Vivek Mishra, Asst
Mgr (CSR) and Rajni
Rajak, also from CSR Dept
were present as special
guests. Dr Rekha Dinesh

Pandey, Principal of the
school welcomed the
guests. The Annual Sports
began with lighting of the
torch and march-past by

students of the school.
Chief Guest inspected a
parade by students repre-
senting Agni, Akaash,
Prithvi and Trishul hous-

es of the school. Students
of Class 1 participated in
frog race while students of
Class 2, 3, 4 and 5 partici-
pated in potato race,
lemon race, book balanc-
ing three legged race, re-
spectively.

Students of Class 6 par-
ticipated in sack race,
while students of Class 7
and 8 participated in male
dressed and female
dressed race, respectively.
Giving away prizes to the
winners chief guest Shri
Nair addressed congratu-
lated the participants and
teachers and staff of the
school for successfully or-
ganising the annual
games.

Annual Sports Day of Bhilai Ispat
Vikas Vidyalaya concludes

Annual sports fair ‘Udaan’ for differently-abled children organised 



ANNUAL FUNCTION

Variety of programmes marked the annual function at PG Girls Daga College here on
Wednesday.
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Raipur, Dec 14: 

A special court in
Raipur on Wednesday sent
bureaucrat Saumya
Chaurasia, a deputy secre-
tary posted in
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel’s office, to judicial
custody till December 19
after the end of her ED re-
mand in a money launder-
ing case linked to an al-
leged coal levy scam in the
state.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Ajay Singh
Rajput sent Chaurasia to
five-day judicial custody
and she will be produced
in the court on December
19, said bureaucrat’s
lawyer Faizal Rizvi.

Chaurasia was arrested
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
after questioning on

December 2.
The money laundering

investigation was
launched after the ED took
cognisance of an Income
Tax department com-
plaint.

The financial crimes
probe agency in October
carried out multi-city
raids in the state as part of
its probe. It also arrested
IAS officer Sameer
Vishnoi, coal trader
Suryakant Tiwari, his

uncle Laxmikant Tiwari
and coal businessman
Sunil Agrawal, and named
them accused in the al-
leged scam.

Last Friday, the ED filed
a prosecution complaint
(charge-sheet) before the
court against Vishnoi,
Suryakant Tiwari, his
uncle Laxmikant Tiwari
and Agrawal.

The case pertained to “a
massive scam in which an
illegal levy of Rs 25 per
tonne was being extorted
for every tonne of coal
transported in
Chhattisgarh by a cartel
involving senior bureau-
crats, businessmen, politi-
cians and middlemen”, the
ED has said.

Flats, jewellery, cash,
coal washeries and plots
belonging to Chaurasia,
Vishnoi and other accused
in the case have been at-
tached, the central agency
said on Saturday.

COAL LEVY SCAM

Court sends Saumya Chaurasia
to 5-day judicial custody

Ambikapur, Dec 14:

The Medical Education
Department of the state
government has suspend-
ed Dr Manju Ekka, a
Gynaecologist at the hos-
pital attached to Rajmata
Smt. Devendra Kumari
Singhdeo Government
Medical College (GMC)
Ambikapur with immedi-
ate effect for showing neg-
ligence in allocated work.
She has been suspended in
connection with the death
of patient Subuktara, hus-
band Israfil, was referred
from Pratappur in the hos-
pital affiliated with the
Medical College, on
November 29, in a case re-
lated to high-risk pregnan-
cy. Despite receiving infor-
mation from the hospital
during her on-call duty in
the hospital, she did not
promptly discharge her of-
ficial duties and responsi-

bilities. In the preliminary
inquiry report received on
December 01 regarding
the incident, it was found
that Dr Manju Ekka has
shown extreme negligence
in discharging her official
duties.

This act is a clear viola-
tion of Rule 3 of the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services (Conduct) Rules,
1965. She has been sus-
pended with immediate ef-
fect under Rule 9 (a) of the
Chhattisgarh Civil
Services (Classification,
Control and Appeal) Rules,
1966 for showing negli-
gence in allocated work.
Her headquarters has
been fixed as office Civil
S u r g e o n - c u m - C h i e f
Hospital Superintendent,
District Hospital,
Surajpur and she will be
eligible for subsistence al-
lowance as per rules dur-
ing the suspension period.

Gynecologist 
Dr Manju Ekka of GMC
Ambikapur suspended

For negligence in duty

Raipur, Dec 14: 

In recognition of the
completion of four years
of government in
Chhattisgarh under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Dec 17 will be observed as
Chhattisgarh Gaurav
Divas. The Chief Minister
will also address the pub-
lic on this day. On the day
of Gaurav Divas, pro-
grammes will be organ-
ized in Gauthans, coopera-
tive society complexes,
paddy purchase centers,
Tendupatta collection cen-
ters, office sites of forest
produce management

committees, haat-bazaars,
wards of urban bodies of
all the districts. In these
programs, people will be
given information about
the achievements and will
also get information about
the public welfare
schemes and programs of
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment in the last four
years.

Through a video confer-
ence held today at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan, Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain briefed the
D i v i s i o n a l
C o m m i s s i o n e r s ,
Collectors, District

Panchayat Chief
Executive Officers, Forest
Divisional Officers, and
senior officials involved
with these activities about
the Gaurav Diwas and
provided the required
guidance in this regard.
On Gaurav Diwas, events
will be held starting at 11
am in all Gauthans,
Tendupatta collection cen-
ters, and in urban area
wards, starting at 3 pm in
the areas of the Primary
Cooperative Society and
paddy purchase centers.

Participants of the pro-
gram that will be held in
Gauthan will include the

chairman and members of
the Gauthan committee,
farmers from the village,
landless workers, people’s
representatives, members
of local bodies, members
of the Rajiv Yuva Mitan
Club, and local residents.
Public representatives
and local citizens will par-
ticipate in the program or-
ganized at the ward level
in urban areas. Gaurav
Divas will also be organ-
ized in tendu Patta collec-
tion centers and in village
markets in forest areas.

PCCF Sanjay Shukla
and Commissioner of
Public Relations
Dipanshu Kabra attended
the meeting through video
conferencing. Secretary,
Tribal and General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, Mr. D.D.
Singh, Secretary, of the
Agriculture Department,
Dr. Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary, of the Forest
Department, Mr. Prem
Kumar, and officers of
other departments were
present in the meeting.

CS reviews preparations 
for the Ch’garh Gaurav Divas

 On occasion of the

completion of four

years Baghel’s govt

 As part of Gaurav Divas

2017, Gauthans of the

state, paddy 

purchase centers, and

farmers will 

participate in the event.

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1144::  “Don’t dismiss

the elements. Water soothes

and heals. Air refreshes and

revives. Earth grounds and

holds. Fire is a burning

reminder of our own will and

creative power. Swallow their

spells. There’s a certain sweet

comfort in knowing that you

belong to them all.” ? Victoria

Erickson The five elements or

the “panchamahabhutas”

Prithvi (Earth), Jal (Water),

Agni (Fire), Vayu (Air) and

Akash (Space) were the theme

of Abhivyakti 2022 in NH Goel

World School, Raipur. The

Grand gala of festivities was

inaugurated on Dec 14 by the

legendary former cricketer

Kapil Dev, recipient of Padma

Bhushan, Padma Shri and

Arjuna Award, former captain

of the1983 World Cup winning

Indian cricket team, the great-

est fast bowling all-rounder

India has ever produced,

famously known as the

Haryana Hurricane. The

Ocassion was graced by the

Chairman Suresh Goel,

Managing Director Rajendra

Goel, Esteemed board mem-

bers Narendra Goel, Anand

Goel, Director Principal Krishna

Bhati, Director Admininstration

S. K. Tomar and Vice Principal

Dr. Awinash Pandey.
With an intent to showcase

the inherent talent of all the
students and to embody the
spirit of inclusivity, students of
grade 4 to 12 participated
enthusiastically in every seg-
ment of Abhivyakti 2022. From
being an emcee to actors,
dancers, exhibitors, volun-

teers, artists, etc. students
exhibited the excellence in
their training, mentoring and
nurturing. A brilliant and vivid
display of exhibition with work-
ing and non-working models on
various subjects based on the
five elements was presented
by students. Alongside the
exhibition, amphitheatre per-

formance by the students
captivated the guests and par-
ents. Principal Krishna Bhati
was assisted by the School
Council members in sharing
the school report with the par-
ents. School achievements in
both CBSE and Cambridge
Boards were exemplary.
Students were awarded for

their achievements in various
curricular, co-curricular and
extra-curricular activities.
Some surprise awards for stu-
dents were as follows

Dances and dramas depict-
ing the cry of the mother Earth
to the humanity, pleading to
restore her to her former glory
was appreciated by one and all.

The Abhivyakti became a plat-
form for acknowledging the
cruelty the mankind has afflict-
ed not only on the Earth but on
itself and most importantly on
the very essence of our life
–The Panchtatvas.

In his message to the guests,
parents, teachers and students
the Chief Guest Kapil Dev
appreciated the students to
address the issues and con-
cerns for the Panchtatvas and
also acknowledged that we all
as human beings need to
become conscious about our
surrounding and start giving
back and restore the essence
of life not only for ourselves
but for our future generation.

In the end, the students of
Saksham Department present-
ed the silent National Anthem
and the guests and parents
were escorted to the lavish din-
ner hosted by the Sodexo
Hospitality Company.

Kapil Dev appreciates issues, concern by students on ‘Panchtatvas’
 Variety of programmes

mark Abhivyakti 
2022 in NH Goel 
World School

Raipur, Dec 15: 

Processing units will
be set up in selected rural
industrial parks of millet
producing areas of the
state. Food items pre-
pared from millet will
also be included in the
mid-day meals being run
in schools and hot meals
being served in
Anganwadi centers.
Apart from this, the use
of millet will be promot-
ed in security forces’
camp-training centers
etc. To promote the use of
millets in the meeting of
the State Level
Coordination Committee
constituted to promote
the production and use of
millets crops (kodo,
kutki, ragi, jowar) in the
state at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan on

Wednesday. CS gave in-
structions to prepare ac-
tion plan. Chief
Secretary Mr. Jain has
said that in order to in-
crease the production of
millets, a meeting should
be held at the committee
level of the registered
farmers and detailed in-
formation about the
loans and other facilities
being provided by the
government should be
given to the farmers.
Instructions were also
given to set up a process-
ing unit for these grains
in the selected Rural
Industrial Park (RIPA)-
Gauthan, where the pro-
duction of millet crops is
satisfactory. Along with

this, instructions have
been given to make
arrangements for the use
of millets grains in mid-
day meal scheme, hot
food in Anganwadis,
ashram hostels, camp-
training centers of secu-
rity forces and other
places. In the meeting,
the officials informed
that the year 2023 will be
celebrated as the
International Year of
Millets. In Chhattisgarh,
effective work has been
started through the
Millets Mission to pro-
mote the utility of millets
grains. The state govern-
ment has announced a
support price of Rs.3000
per quintal for Kodo and

Rs.3100 per quintal for
Kutki. Ragi will be pro-
cured at the rate of
Rs.3578 per quintal at the
support price fixed by the
Government of India.

PCCF Sanjay Shukla,
Principal Secretary,
Forest and Home Manoj
Pingua, Director General
of Police  Ashok Juneja,
Secretary General
Administration, D.D.
Singh, Secretary
Agriculture Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary, School
Education Dr. S.
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Secretary Food,
Topeshwar Verma,
Director Agriculture,
Ayaz Tamboli, Director of
Rural Livelihood
Mission, Avnish Sharan,
Director Women and
Child Development
Department Divya
Umesh Mishra along
with senior officers of
Panchayat and Rural
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, Health
Department were pres-
ent.

Processing units will be set up 
in selected rural industrial parks: CS
 State level 

coordination 
committee meeting
related to production
processing and 
utilization of millets

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1144:: Union Bank of
India’s General Manager of
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, Roop Lal Meena
was in Chhattisgarh on a two-
day visit. After concluding the
meeting in Raipur, he reached
Bilaspur on Wednesday. While
talking to Central Chronicle/
Nava Bharat, Roop Lal Meena,
General Manager, MP and
Chhattisgarh, Union Bank of
India said that the develop-
ment of the country and the
state is closely linked to the
progress of the bank which  is
reviewed by the Bank’s man-
agement. 

In this, the manager is moti-
vated to fulfill the target given
by the top management and to
connect people with the bank-
ing system. Union Bank is now
also giving online loans to peo-
ple, he added.

He said that the bank helps
in all sectors including employ-
ment, agriculture, trade and
education, due to which devel-
opment is taking place. Earlier
people used to keep gold with
moneylenders and get money
for their valuables at high
rates, now the same work is
being done by the bank at a
cheaper rate. He said that the
increase in the Repo rate has
not impacted the demand for
loans. Due to this the interest

rate has increased and on the
other hand the deposit rate has
also gone up with no signifi-
cant decline in taking credit,
said Mr Meena.  For online
fraud cases,  people have to be
aware so that they can avoid
being cheated in this way, self-
awareness is important.

LLooaann  ffaacciilliittyy  ffrroomm  hhoommee
Union Bank GM said that the
bank is also fully active online
now; even loan facility is also
available easily sitting at
home. Union Bank is providing
complete facilities through the
app, in which more than three
hundred features have been
given.

FFDD  iiss  aallssoo  aa  ggoooodd  
iinnvveessttmmeenntt  ooppttiioonn

People are now investing in
FDs, for this also Union Bank is
offering better interest rates.
FDs are safest and good invest-
ment options available now.
Senior citizens are getting the
benefit of additional interest
rate on investment. Parents are
investing in the ‘Muskan’
scheme for children in which
the bank is offering an interest
of 7 to 7.5 per cent.

HHoommee  llooaann  iinn  33--ddaayy  aanndd  
ccaarr  llooaann  iinn  11  ddaayy

Meena said that everyone has
a dream to build a house, for
this the bank is giving home
loan  on less paperwork and no
processing charges and is dis-
bursed in just three days and
for car loan it is disbursed on
the same day.

Hike in Repo Rate not
to impact loan: Meena

Raipur, Dec 14:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel paid
tribute to the first
Deputy Prime Minister
of the country, Ex-Home
Minister Bharat Ratna
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
on his death anniversary
on December 15. Baghel
said that Sardar Patel’s
contribution during the
Indian freedom move-

ment and his role in na-
tion building cannot be
forgotten.

During the struggle for
independence, he led
many movements effi-
ciently. Even after attain-
ing independence,
Sardar Patel continued
to work towards uniting
India in one thread. He
played an important role
in merging the princely
states with the Union of
India. Because of his
strong will and determi-
nation, he came to be
known as Iron Man.

CM pays tribute to

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
 On his death 

anniversary

Raipur, Dec 15:

Chhattisgarh ranks sec-
ond in the country in im-
plementing the ‘Extended
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan’
(ePMSMA). Union
Minister of State for
Health Dr. Bharti Praveen
Pawar felicitated the state
for this achievement at the
National Maternal Health
Workshop organised in
New Delhi on Wednesday.
One lakh 48 thousand 851
ANC tests have been done
in the state during the cur-
rent financial year from
April to November. Under
the Prime Minister’s Safe
Motherhood Campaign,

the ANC test of pregnant
women is done on the 9th
of every month in the state.

Under the ‘Extended
Pradhan Mantri Surakshit
Matritva Abhiyan’, ANC
tests are now being done
every month on the 9th as
well as on the 24th. Dr.
Alka Gupta, Joint Director
of Maternal Health
Program representing

Chhattisgarh in the
National Maternal Health
Workshop, Dr. Mithlesh
Chaudhary, Chief Medical
and Health Officer of
Raipur, State Program
Officer Dr. Shailendra
Agarwal and State Advisor
Ms. Abhilasha Sharma  re-
ceived the award on behalf
of the state in New Delhi.
State Program Officer of

Maternal Health Program
Dr. Shailendra Agarwal
said that a poster on High
Risk Pregnancy Tracking
Guidelines was presented
by the Chhattisgarh team
in the workshop. Through
the poster, it has been told
how high risk pregnancy
is being identified and
treated at the earliest.

Ch’garh ranks second in the country 
 In implementing

‘Extended Pradhan
Mantri Surakshit 
Matritva Abhiyan’

 Union Minister of State for
Health Dr. Bharti Praveen
Pawar felicitated state 
in the National Maternal
Health Workshop

 Union Bank, General

Manager said that now

online loan facility is also

available. It is very 

important to be self-aware

to avoid online fraud
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Mahasamund, Dec 14:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reached the Pirda
village of Basna con-
stituency today as part of
his state-wide extensive
Bhent Mulaqat program.
Addressing the gathering,
Baghel said that the state
government is going to
complete four years of
governance on December
17 and we have fulfilled
every promise made to the
general public including
farmers, youth, women,
students, tribals and will
continue to do the same.
The first promise was in
the interest of farmers
and it was fulfilled by
waiving off the loans of
farmers. Also Rs 2500 per
quintal is being paid to
farmers for paddy  includ-
ing support price and
input subsidy. The domes-
tic electricity bill has also
halved, we have also en-
sured our promises in the
avenues of health, educa-
tion and employment gen-
eration”. During today’s
Bhent Mulaqat program,
the CM made several an-

nouncements for the de-
velopment of the area on
the request of public rep-
resentatives and villagers.
He announced the con-
struction of new college
building in Pirda, sub
tehsil in village Pirda, es-
tablishment of Swami
Atmanand school in vil-
lage Sankara, the Chief
Minister also announced
the upgradation of Sankra
and Pirda gram panchay-
ats to Nagar Panchayat,
construction of Gaurav
Path in Nagar Panchayat
Basna, construction of
road from Sankra
Parsavani Marg to Rikha

Dadar, construction of
new bridge on Kudekel
drain.

Electricity bill will be
halved for the industries
that will be set up in RIPA

Chief Minister Baghel
said that our aim is to in-
crease the income of
everyone in the state. The
state government is con-
tinuously working in the
field of education, health
and employment. For
those who want to set up
industries, a Rural
Industrial Park is being
set up in Gauthan at a cost
of Rs 2 cr. Space has been
made available to the en-

trepreneurs for enterpris-
es like Telghani brick
making etc., electricity is
also being given to them at
half rate. With this, not
only will the entrepreneur
attain self-employment,
but he will also be able to
provide employment to
other people as well.

He further said that peo-
ple are getting the benefit
of Chief Minister’s
Vishesh Swasth Sahayta
Yojna where assistance of
up to Rs 20 lakh is being
given. Free treatment is
also being done at Haat
Bazar Clinic. We have
opened Swami Atmanand

English medium School so
that the under-privileged
children class can also get
free education in English
medium.

In today’s session, a resi-
dent farmer of Kesharpur
who practices advanced
farming, namely
Tukaram, told the Chief
Minister that his loan of
Rs 1 lakh was waived off
and he bought a Bolero
car. Farmer Kuso, a resi-
dent of Saraibhadra, told
the Chief Minister that he

owns 80 decimals of land.
He did not get the benefit
of loan waiver from the so-
ciety. On this, the Chief
Minister ordered an in-
quiry regarding debt re-
lief. Lalit Pradhan said
that there is a loan of 2
lakh 73 thousand, he has
already repaid a loan of 8
lakh to the Land
Development Bank.

On raising the loan re-
lated issue by Lalit
Pradhan, the Chief
Minister assured him for
early settlement of the
loan taken from the Land
Development Bank. Ratni
Bai told the Chief
Minister that she does not
have a ration card, it is in
the name of her sons, but
it has not been made her
name, she has applied for
the card two-three months
ago. On this, the Chief
Minister gave instructions
to the Collector to get ra-
tion cards made immedi-
ately.

The elderly lady
Rajkumari told that rice,
sugar, salt are all being
provided with the ration
card.

Ch’garh govt has fulfilled every 
promise made to the general public: CM

 Announcement of Sub

Tehsil in Pirda

 Swami Atmanand

School to be 

established in  Sankra

village, new building 

of Pirda College to be

built, Gaurav Path will

be built in Basna 

Nagar Panchayat

 Gram Panchayat

Sankra and Pirda will

be upgraded to Nagar

Panchayat

Raipur, Dec 14: Ashoka
Super Speciality Hospital,
Pandri, Raipur has intro-
duced the highest technol-
ogy for the first time in
Central India with the in-
auguration of Artificial
Intelligence in IVF. With
the introduction of this
new technology, Ashoka
Super Speciality Hospital
is among the limited super
speciality hospital and the
only in Chhattisgarh to
offer the latest in advanced
IVF. Pioneer Ashoka IVF
has launched Artificial
Intelligence powered
deeply personalized treat-
ments to provide effective
male-female treatments
with Seragen Bio
Therapeutics Private
Limited.This marks the
availability of affordable,
effective and proven repro-
ductive health and well-
ness treatments in
Chhattisgarh, and the
neighbouring state of
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,

Vidarbha, Jharkhand,
Bihar and the major part
of India as well. Through
this exclusive technology,
Ashoka’s advanced IVF
alongwith Seragen Bio
Therapeutics Private
Limited will be able to pro-
vide certainty to concep-
tion helping couples over-
come miscarriages and re-
peated pregnancy loss,
help to avoid gametes and-
donor as for as possible
improvement, and con-
ceive with own egg-semen
as well as help in treat-
ment of unexplained in-
fertility too. Sharing his
views on the new and ex-
clusive addition to the hos-
pital, Chairman of
Ashoka Super Speciality
Hospital Dr. Sureshkumar
said “We are thrilled to
transform couples to
happy parents with world
class interventions with
A.I. Asserman’s syndrome
condition  can also be
treated”.

Ashoka Super Speciality
Hospital launches 

Artificial Intelligence in IVF

Balconagar, Dec 14: 

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium, is exploring
applications of biodiesel
across plant operations as
part of its strategy to de-
carbonize operations. As
a first step, the company
is using it as fuel for tech-
nological vehicles used
for transportation purpos-
es across the plant.
Biodiesel is a form of
green fuel derived from
organic matter which,
when burned, has a signif-
icantly lower carbon foot-
print as compared to con-
ventional, non-renewable
fuels. This is yet another
initiative in the compa-
ny’s journey to reduce
carbon emissions to zero
by 2050 or sooner.

Energy conservation
and increase in adoption
of Green fuels form the
two most important pil-
lars of BALCO’s journey
of de-carbonization.
Towards this end, BALCO
is looking at increasing
the quantum of renew-
ables in its energy mix
through various sources
of green fuels, such as re-
newable energy, biomass,
biodiesel, etc. For in-

stance, the company is
currently utilizing 40-50
tonnes of biomass bri-
quettes per day at its
power plants and has
plans to further increase
the quantum of biomass
consumption to reduce its
reliance on fossil fuel.
BALCO has also success-
fully conducted trial runs
for using biodiesel in
smelter operations for
preheating molten metal
(aluminium) carrying ve-
hicles, called ‘ladles’,
which transfer the hot
metal in its molten state
from its potlines to cast
houses. A potline is a
long building, or collec-
tion of buildings, located
in a smelter and contains
a series of ‘pots’, or large
electrolytic cells, in which
aluminium smelting is
carried out.In FY 2022,
through various energy
conservation initiatives,
BALCO has conserved
nearly 22,000 GJ of ener-
gy. Speaking about
BALCO’s commitment to-
wards decarbonizing its
operations in the long
term, Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said,
“BALCO is committed to
be an active participant in

the sustainable growth of
Chhattisgarh and India at
large. We are undertaking
a multitude of initiatives
to reduce our carbon foot-
print. The successful be-
ginning of using biodiesel
in various parts of our op-
erations encourages us to
remain attuned to emerg-
ing technologies for re-
ducing our carbon foot-
print. Through such ini-
tiatives we aim to achieve
the larger goal of creating
a sustainable future for
the generations to come
and we are dedicatedly
driving the Environment,
Social and Governance
(ESG) dimensions of sus-
tainability for building a
greener tomorrow.”

Over the years, BALCO
has been proactively
working for environmen-
tal protection and energy
conservation which has
resulted in various recog-
nitions like, National
Energy Leaders Awards
2022 in Metal Sector at the
CII 23rd National Award
for Excellence in Energy
Management, declared as
an Excellent Energy
Efficient Unit for third
time in a row by CII.
BALCO has also been con-
ferred with the presti-
gious IMC RBNQ
Milestone Merits
Recognition 2021 award.

BALCO explores biodiesel application 

 For various plant
operations

Koriya, Dec 14:

Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh conducted  in-
spection of Paddy
Purchase Centre (PPC) in
Sonhat and Rajouli in
order to ensure smooth
conduct of purchase of
paddy as per govern-
ment’s priority. He closely
conducted inspection of
all the registers being
maintained in the society
and also checked the on-
line and offline records.
He asked the Nodal offi-
cers present to ensure
regular inspection of pro-
curement centres and en-
sure better system. He
asked the officers to en-
sure that the farmers do
not face any inconven-
iences and warned that in
case of any complaint

strict action will be taken
against the concern.

During the inspection
Langeh got checking of
gunny bags filled with
paddy on random basis
and added that weighing
of paddy bags be done in
proper manner. While
checking the register for

purchases made so far, he
took information about
the number of registered
farmers in the Samiti and
about the farmers who
have sold their paddy so
far. He also closely
checked about paddy re-
jected, inflow of paddy,
gunny bags distribution,

stock register and others.
At PPC in Rajouli, he

directed the gunny bags
in-charge to ensure its
availability in right num-
ber and it should be regu-
larly checked in the
godown. The stacking of
paddy should be done in
proper manner. During
this he also held talks
with the farmers present
and took their feedback.
Farmer Dayashankar
from Gram Odari with
170 bags of paddy in-
formed that he has total

3.300 hect land and of
which he is selling paddy.
On feedback taken by
Collector, he said that suf-
ficient arrangements
have been made in the
PPC.

So far 1,75,926 quin-
tal paddy sold by farm-
ers:

In the district, so far
farmers have sold,
1,75,926 quintal paddy. As
per instructions by
Collector VK Langeh, the
lifting of paddy procured
is also being done on time
and so far, 125,520 quintal
paddy has been lifted. The
work of physical verifica-
tion by the Nodal officer
is also being done to mon-
itor the same.

Collector conducts in-
spection of Tribal’s
Girls Ashram:

Collector VK Langeh
conducted inspection of
Tribal Girl’s Ashram in
Sonhat and met the girls
present. He inquired
about the residential fa-
cilities, food, education
and sports from the girls
of the Ashram. When the
Collector reached Class
5th, the girls accorded
him warm welcome. A
girl Priya recited a poem
and on which Collector
congratulated her. He also
inspected the kitchen, toi-
let, sleeping room, food
room in the Ashram and
gave instructions to de-
velop ‘Poshan Badi’ in the
Ashram to the girls pre-
sen. He said that safety of
girls is of prime impor-
tance and for this Nodal
officer should conduct in-
spection regularly.

Collector conducts inspection of PPCs
 In Rajouli and

Sonhat
 Directs to 

ensure all facilities
for farmers

MMaannddiirr  HHaassaauudd,,  DDeecc  1144::  

With the aim of honoring the
dancing skills and prowess of stu-
dents, ‘the Inter-Class solo dance
competition was organized for
the students of Class Nursery to
II on 12-12-2022 at Monnet DAV
Public School at the school audi-
torium.

The competition began with
great zest and excitement. All the
participants were dressed in col-
orful costumes and set the stage
on fire with their enthralling and
energetic performance. It also
increased self-confidence and

self-esteem of the children. The
participants expressed and
showcased their dancing talents
through props, appropriate cos-
tumes and good choreography. 

The function was graced by
the Principal Rajkumar Sharma.
He was mesmerized with gaiety
and combination of colors in the
dance performances. On the
occasion, he also quoted that
success is an epitome of hard
work and was pleasantly sur-
prised to note the passion and
interest with which the student
participated. Overall competition
was a great success.

Solo dance competition held

at Monnet DAV Public School

Ashadevi
Chhabaria

Raipur: Ashadevi, R/o
Shankar Nagar,
breathed her last on
Tuesday. She was 87.
The final rites were
performed at Devendra
Nagar crematorium.
She was mother of
Nitin Chhabaria and
sister-in-law of
Nandlal Chhabaria
and aunty of Dr
Sanjay, Sunil and Amit
Chhabaria.

OBITUARY

Raipur, Dec 14: 

Department of
Advertising and Public
Relations of Kushabhau
Thakre University of
Journalism and Mass
Communication (KTU-
JMC), Kathadih, Raipur
visited in Chhattisgarh
Samvad office, a state au-

tonomous body under
Public Relations
Department here on
Wednesday.

In Chhattisgarh
Samvad, students visited
various departments viz.
Release Order depart-
ment, Electronic media
monitoring department,
digital media monitoring

department, advertising
department, publication
department, Editorial de-
partment Janman and oth-
ers.

Students of MA- APR
shoot the photo and video
as well as attended the con-
ference hall meeting head-
ed by Joint Director
Umesh Mishra, Additional

CEO Saumil Ranjan
Chaubey, Deputy Director
Hiralal Dewangan, jour-
nalist Devesh Tiwari in
order to guide the students
about the PR works of
Chhattisgarh government.

Joint Director Umesh
Mishra interacted with
students and asked ques-
tions about PR and

Advertising. CEO Saumil
Ranjan Chaubey stated
about the understanding
of audience in the field of
PR.

In enlightenment of
Head of the department
(HOD) Dr. Ashutosh
Mandavi and Asst. Prof.
Shailendra Khandelwa,
this education tour was or-
ganised in a manner
where students can learn
and perform their practi-
cal work of PR and
Advertising. Under the su-
pervision of Asst. Prof.
Chaitali Pandey guided
students for field work and
establish coordination be-
tween institutions and stu-
dents

Students of KTUJMC visit Ch’garh Samvad
 As part of their

educational tour

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Dec 14: In
context of ‘Booth Jodo-
Youth Jodo’ and release
of poster, national secre-
tary and Chhattisgarh
co-in-charge Priyanka
Sarsar convened a meet-
ing of party workers at
booth level of District
Youth Congress (DYC) in
Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi district under
Bilaspur division on
Monday and launched
the above campaign. It
was on maiden arrival of
National Secretary, the
YC District President

Aman Sharma accorded
him grand welcome
along with committee
members and brought all
the senior Congress lead-
ers on the dais of Youth
Congress.

On this occasion
Priyanka Sarsar ap-
pealed the YC workers
and leaders to extend all

possible help in the
forthcoming 2023 VS
elections. He also made it
aptly clear to the
President Aman Sharma
that any office bearer if
is not working properly
and upto the mark can
face action after issuing
notice. He asked to ap-
point young workers in

YC and take work from
them and those who are
working in selfless man-
ner without any post
should be brought for-
ward.

In this programme
along with Priyanka
Sarsar, national secre-
tary and co-i-charge CG,
State V-P Ashish
Awasthi, state secy.
Rameshwar Puri
Goswami, Pushpendra
Sahu, Marwahi MLA KK
Dhruv, Member ST
Commission Archana
Porte, District President
Manoj Gupta, Nagar
Panhayat V-P Pankaj
Tiwari, Shaheed Raeen,
Mudrika Sarrati, Bala
Kashyap, Fahim Khan,
Idrish Ansari, Nilesh
Sahu, Ghanshyam
Thakur and others were
present.

National Secy appeals YC leaders to fold-up sleeves
 For the next VS

polls 2023
 Accorded 

warm welcome by
YC leaders



Central Chronicle News

RRaajjiimm,,  DDeecc  1144::  Under the golden
jubilee festival year of
Government Rajiv Lochan PG
College, Rajim, in the cross-cut-
ting issue, a lecture on the the
UN's theme-2022 viz. 'Dignity,
Freedom and Justice for all' was
oragnised jointly by Political
Science Council and NSS unit
here on Tuesday.  The pro-
gramme was held under guid-
ance of the head of the institu-
tion Dr CL Dewangan and it was
attended by NAAC in-charge Dr
Govardhan Yadu, HoD Political
Science Deptt Dr Samiksha
Chandrakar, Asst. Prof. Shama
Shilpa Chouhan and guest lectur-
er Pradeep Tandon, Asst. Prof.
(History) Aakash Baghmare
were present. In this lecture, BA-I
year students Sonia Soni ex-

pressed her views on the need
for rights in the life of humans
and how they will turned out to
be zero without any rights. In the
second session, BA-II yr student
Gunita Sahu expressed her views
on relevance of Human Rights. In
the next course of lecture-series,
Dr Govardhan Yadu informed
that human rights are actually
the human values and to which
the humans are slowly losing it.
The relevance of human rights
will be there when it does not re-

main limited only on papers, but
brings into use in day-to-day life.
Dr Samiksha Chandrakar ex-
pressed her views said that the
importance which the rights
holds for humans, the same
holds true to responsibilities, as
it is generally said that both the
rights and responsibilities goes
hand-in-hand.  Chandrakar said
that at one place when a person
is using his or her rights, then at
the same time, other person is
fulfilling his responsibilities, as

both the above two are two sides
of the same coin. Therefore
every person should use same
amount of promptness when the
demand for rights is made and
responsibilities are fulfilled.  In
the end of the lecture, Shama
Shilpa Chouhan the global decla-
ration of Human Rights is the gift
of magna-carta, which was the
outcome of experiences of the II-
world war. It was after accept-
ance of declaration of Human
Rights in United Nation's confer-
ence of 1948, more recognition
and guarantee has been paid to
human rights all over the world
in the next decade. In this pro-
gramme, the technical help was
given by Pradeep Tandon and
Kamalnarayan Sahu. Both the
graduate and PG students of the
College took part in the lecture in
large number. 

Central Chronicle News

Jashpurnagar, Dec 14:
To facilitate card distri-
bution among
Divyangjans, special
Camps are being organ-
ized by the Social
Welfare Department in

all district panchayat
headquarters to issue
special identity cards to
the Divyangjans of the
district.

Today, a camp was or-
ganized in Kansabel de-
velopment block where
Cards and materials
were distributed to the
beneficiaries. On this oc-
casion, officials of
Social Welfare
Department, Health
Department, other pub-
lic representatives and
villagers were present.
According to the infor-
mation received from

the Social Welfare
Department, a total of
111 people were regis-
tered and cards have
been distributed to 79
people.

Crutches have been
distributed to 6 people,
while giving informa-
tion in this regard, the
Social Welfare
Department has in-
formed that weekly
camps will be organized
on every Saturday in the
health centers located at
all district panchayat
headquarters of the dis-
trict for gram panchayat-
wise physical check-up
and registration of the
remaining Divyangjans
in the UDID portal.

Officials informed
that this weekly camp,
which will be organized
on every Saturday in
the district, will contin-
ue continuously till 100
percent registration for
UDID of all
Divyangjans residing in
all Gram Panchayats is
completed.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 14: On
the occasion of the
launch of Vande
Mataram Express, under
the guidance of top rail-
way officials, the stu-
dents of the local railway
high school got a chance
to travel in the train from
Gondia to Durg.

Returning after enjoying
the journey in the train
with all the facilities, the
excited children have ex-
pressed their gratitude
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Railway
Minister and other rail-
way officials.

According to informa-
tion, the students study-
ing in South East
Central Railway High
School Dongargarh were
directed to travel from
Gondia to Vande

Mataram Express, which
was a matter of joy for
the children. When the
students were asked
about their journey, the
children told about this
joyous journey that they
were made to travel in the
train with respect.

Arrangements were
made from breakfast to
food in the train. Student
Drishti Sakharwade said
that Vande Mataram
train is the fastest train
in India, and the students
are happy to take a ride in
the train.

MK Tembhurkar, the

senior teacher of the
school present with the
children as a guide told
that this train is the
fastest train connecting
the states of
Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh, is the re-
sult of visionary think-
ing of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Railway Minister.

A team of 20 students
were included along with
the Principal ML Dhruv,
teachers Gana GP
Khairwar, Mrs. Sangeeta
Sahare, Dharmendra
Dhamgaye and others.

NSS workers informed 
about objectives of camp

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 13: A seven
day special NSS camp is
being organised by Govt
HS School, Nagar Palika,
in Gram Devari Sangawa
and in this 56 candidates
are taking part. The camp
was inaugurated by
Sarpanch Gram Devari
Sangawa - Roshini Jillu
Ghurav and Dy.

Sarpanch Pratima
Chandraprakash Oagre
and Panch
Chandraprakash Sapre,
Bagwati Nishad, Deepak
Patel, Jagdish Koshle,
Advocate Khamn Purle
by garlanding photo of
Goddess Saraswati and
lighting the traditio-

nal lamp.
On the second day of the

camp, Coordinator NSS
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
University Bilaspu Manoj
Sinha is providing guid-
ance to NSS workers and
organised a voter aware-
ness SVEEP rally under
his leadership.

On the third day of the

camp, Principal of School
Vijay Kumar Soni and lec-
turer Prahlad Nath JOgi,
Govt HS School, Gadamod
and Programme Officer
Govt NSG College,
Pramod Kumar
Dewangan, Programme of-
ficer Govt HS School
Chatan Mohan Upadhyay
apprised the NSS workers

about the NSS activities
and personality develop-
ment through social serv-
ice.

Rahul Mallah President
Daffodil Youth Education
highlighted about the ob-
jectives of the camp. In the
morning hours of the
camp, Suresh Khusaro
and Purshottam Jaiswal
and their teams gave infor-
mation on Yoga Education
to the camp participants.

The camp was conduct-
ed by Programme Officer
Kishan Lal Dewangan and
Assistant Ganesh Sonkar.
In this programme,
Principal Got School
Devari Sangawa- Bharat
Singh Kshatriya gave
valuable contribution.

Irrigation facility being 
provided to inaccessible areas

Central Chronicle News

Gaurela Pendra
Marwahi, Dec 14: In a
bid to provide adequate ir-
rigation facility for farm-
ing, solar power pumps
have been installed in the
inaccesible areas in the
newly formed Gaurela
Pendra Marwahi district.

Solar pumps are being
set up by the
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA) under the Saur
Sujala scheme. It is note-

worthy that more than
800 solar pumps have
been installed in the dis-
trict so far.

These include solar
pumps installed in
Gauthans and pastures
under the Suraji Gram

yojna. Apart from this,
solar pumps have also
been installed in the
homes of 14 tribal fami-
lies under Saur Sujala
Yojana by CREDA with
the beneficiary contribu-
tion amount issued for

solar pumps by
Integrated Tribal
Development Project.

Earlier, the farmers of
the district were unable
to pursue farming with
full efficiency despite hav-
ing arable land due to

lack of electricity for irri-
gation, but with solar
pumps installed, ade-
quate water for irrigation
is available and they are
flawlessly pursuing farm-
ing.

This has also improved
their income significant-
ly. Due to dependence on
rain water for irrigation,
earlier they were only
able to cultivate  paddy,
but due to the installation
of solar pumps in their
fields, now they are culti-
vating paddy as well as
vegetables, mustard,
wheat etc.

With the diversification
of crop cultivation in the
region,continuous socio-
economic improvement is
being seen in the lives of
these tribal families.
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p With the installation
of solar pumps

p Solar pump installed
in the farmlands of
14 tribal families

Man beats girlfriend to death 
Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 14: A
25-year-old woman was
allegedly beaten to
death by her boyfriend
at a tea stall in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ' s
Dhamtari district, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The incident took place
at the victim's tea stall
in Magarlod town of
the district on Monday
evening, an official
said.

The accused alleged-
ly attacked his girl-
friend Reshami Sahu
with a stick and fled the
spot, Dhamtari
Superintendent of
Police Prashant
Thakur said. Sahu ran
tea stall near Magarlod
Nagar Panchayat office
to earn a living, while
the accused is a resi-
dent of Khisora village

under the Magarlod po-
lice station limits, he
said.

The villagers alerted
the police after they
found the woman lying
in a pool of blood with
head injuries, the offi-
cial said. The woman
was rushed to a nearby
community health cen-
tre, where she died dur-

ing treatment, he said.
The accused and vic-

tim had been in a rela-
tionship for four years.
The couple had quar-
relled on the day of in-
cident, the official said.
The accused suspected
his girlfriend of having
an affair and attacked
her in a fit of rage, he
added.

About the incident
The incident took place at the victim's tea stall

in Magarlod town of the district on Monday
evening. The accused allegedly attacked his girl-
friend Reshami Sahu with a stick and fled the
spot.

Sahu ran tea stall near Magarlod Nagar
Panchayat office to earn a living, while the ac-
cused is a resident of Khisora village under the
Magarlod police station limits. The villagers
alerted the police after they found the woman
lying in a pool of blood with head injuries.The
woman was rushed to a nearby community
health centre, where she died during treatment.

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Dec 14: A de-
composed body with awful
smell of a person named
Kanti Chaturvedi (30), R/o
Salhevarpara was recov-
ered from 'Makai Pond',
when it was identified by
few labourers who went to
wash-off hands & legs in
the pond at 4:00 pm in on
Tuesday evening.

The labourers immedi-
ately informed it to the
Police and on which DSP
Shersingh Bade, Cyber
Crime in-charge Naresh
Banjare reached along
with team and somehow
took out the body from

the pond.
The police team found

that his neck has been
slit through some sharp-
edged weapon and after
three hours when the po-
lice held inquiry, the

body was identified.
Prima-facie the police

is also considering it to
be a case of murder, as
there is deep wound on
the head and throat too
seems to be had been slit.

The police informed that
a missing report was
filed in Kotwali thana
and the murder is still a
mystery.

The body was sent for
post-mortem and the po-
lice has made its inform-
ers active and checking all
CCTV details nearby and
also holding inquiry with
the family members about
dispute with someone.

p Police suspects 
it to be murder

Decomposed body of
person found in pond

What official says….
"A body in decomposed

form has been found in
'Makai' pond and it is hav-
ing injury on the neck and
head and the police is
conducting investigation
into the same."
Shersingh- DSP.  

Through seven-day NSS camp in Gram Devari Sangawa

Baiga in rape 
case arrested

MMuunnggeellii,,  DDeecc  1144:: The accused
Baiga reportedly molested the
woman who had come for treat-
ment to him, asking her husband
to wait outside. A case  under
section 376 was filed against the
accused and the police had ar-
rested the accused Baiga. The
woman along with her husband
went to the house of Baiga
Jeewan Lal Sahu -Baiga in order
to great treatment through 'jhad-
phook'. The accused asked her
husband to wait outside and mo-
lested her wife taking her inside
the house. The woman had filed
a report in the thana and a case
under section 376 was filed
against the accused and taken
into arrest within 24 hours by
Kotwali Police Mungeli. 

School students enjoy journey 

p In Vande
Mataram train

p To provide unique
identity cards to
Divyangjans

p Cards and materials
were distributed to
beneficiaries

Special camp organized in Kansabel 

In lecture series at Govt Rajiv Lochan PG College, Rajim

Relevance, importance of Human Rights discussed

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15,  2022

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Women weave a traditional grass mat, locally known as ‘Wagov’, in Srinagar, Wednesday. 

PROTEST OVER CLASHES

Members of Bharat Tibet Sahyog Manch stages a protest over clashes between Indian and Chinese soldiers in
Tawang sector, near China Embassy in New Delhi, Wednesday.

BRIEF

NBW
 Ballia: A local court

here on Tuesday is-
sued non-bailable war-
rants against former
minister and BJP
leader Anand
Swaroop Shukla, and
three others after they
failed to appear before
it in a nine-year-old
case of attempted
murder of a student
leader. The court also
directed police to ar-
rest the accused and
produce them before it
on December 19, said
Dinesh Tiwari, coun-
sel of student leader
Sudhir Ojha.

Reshuffle
 Mumbai: In a major

reshuffle, the
Maharashtra govern-
ment on Tuesday ei-
ther promoted or
transferred 30 IPS offi-
cers including police
commissioners of
Pune, Amravati, and
Navi Mumbai. Pune
Police Commissioner
Amitabh Gupta has
been promoted to the
Additional IG, Law
and Order,
Maharashtra. He is re-
placed by Ritesh
Kumar who will take
charge as the Pune
Police Commissioner,
an official release
said.

Complaints
 New Delhi: The

IRCTC has received
more than 5,000 com-
plaints related to qual-
ity of food in trains in
the past seven months,
Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw
said on Wednesday.
Replying to a query in
Lok Sabha, Vaishnaw
said between April 1,
2022, and October 31,
2022, the Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation
received a total of
5,869 complaints of
food quality in trains.

Arrested
 Chandigarh: Police

have arrested three
out of five suspected
shooters involved in
the killing of a cloth
merchant in
Jalandhar district, the
state’s top police offi-
cer said on
Wednesday.
Bhupinder Singh alias
Timmy Chawla, 39,
who was under police
protection, was shot
dead by five people on
December 7 in
Jalandhar’s Nakodar.

Probed 
 New Delhi: The

National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has so
far registered 497
cases of terrorism and
judgment has been
pronounced in 67
cases of which convic-
tion has been obtained
in 65 cases. Union
Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai
said in Rajya Sabha
that as on December 2,
the NIA has registered
497 cases including
the recent Coimbatore
blast incident.

CM of Uttarakhand Pushkar
Singh Dhami releases tri-
coloured balloons during

inauguration of the 11th All
India Police Archery

Championship in Dehradun,
Wednesday.

Amethi (UP), Dec 14 (PTI):

Rahul Gandhi would
contest the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections again from
Amethi with which the
Nehru-Gandhi family has
old ties, Uttar Pradesh
Congress leader Ajay Rai
claimed on Wednesday.

Rai, the regional head of
the party in UP, also said
that it is his appeal to the
people of Amethi to send
Rahul Gandhi to Delhi by
electing him as an MP
again with a huge margin.

“The Gandhi-Nehru
family has old relations
with Amethi...no one can
weaken it. Rahul Gandhi
will contest from Amethi
in 2024,” Rai told reporters
here.

There has been no word
from the party so far on
the former Congress presi-
dent fighting the next par-
liamentary elections again
from Amethi. Rahul

Gandhi, who had won the
Amethi parliamentary
seat for three times in a
row, was defeated by BJP
leader and Union minister
Smriti Irani in 2019 elec-
tions. He is currently rep-
resenting Kerala’s
Wayanad constituency in
Lok Sabha. Rahul
Gandhi’s parents Rajiv
Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi

had won from Amethi in
the past. Speaking about
the ongoing ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra’ led by Rahul
Gandhi, Rai who had un-
successfully contested Lok
Sabha elections from
Varanasi in 2014 and in
2019 said that the yatra is
currently passing through
Rajasthan and will enter
Uttar Pradesh on January
3 or 4 next year.

But before that, the UP
Congress is taking out re-
gional yatras on the lines
of Bharat Jodo Yatra at
various places, he said,
adding that for this, the
state has been divided into
six regions and a president
has been appointed for
each region.

On December 11, the re-
gional yatra started from
Prayagraj under Rai’s
leadership and reached
Amethi on Wednesday via
Kaushambi and
Pratapgarh.

‘Rahul to contest 2024
LS polls from Amethi’

Ajay Rai

Chennai, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The ruling DMK’s youth
wing secretary and MLA,
Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Wednesday assumed the
office of Minister for
Youth Welfare and Sports
Development and asserted
that he would answer the
criticism of ‘family poli-
tics’ through his work.

On assumption of office,
Udhayanidhi accorded
sanction to three initia-
tives, by signing on official
documents. Hike in pen-
sion to indigent sportsper-
sons to Rs 6,000 per month
from Rs 3,000, sanction of
pension to more persons
and conducting Chief
Minister’s Trophy tourna-

ments at a cost of Rs 47
crore (2022-23) were among
the schemes. Accusations
of family politics was
nothing new to him and it
was also unavoidable, he
said, adding he would face
it and answer the jibes

aimed at him through
sheer work. “Tell me if
there are any grievances,”
he told reporters after tak-
ing oath of office. The crit-
icism was just the same
when he was appointed
the party’s youth wing

chief in 2019 and then,
when picked as a party
candidate to contest the
2021 Assembly election,
Udhayanidhi said in a
statement. “I will try to
win the hearts of the peo-
ple through my work,” he
said pointing to his new
‘responsibility’ of Youth
Welfare Minister. “I will
try to do my best by taking
the new responsibility as a
challenge.” He listed the
party work he has ren-
dered, services to the peo-
ple as a legislator and dur-
ing the coronavirus pan-
demic. In the presence of
Chief Minister M K Stalin
and his Cabinet col-
leagues, Udhayanidhi was
administered the oath of
office and secrecy by
Tamil Nadu Governor R N
Ravi in a simple swearing-
in ceremony held at the
Raj Bhavan.

Udhayanidhi Stalin sworn in as TN Minister

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin presents a bouquet to
DMK MLA Udhayanidhi Stalin during the latter’s swearing-in
ceremony as Tamil Nadu Minister, at Raj Bhavan in Chennai,
Wednesday.

 Says he will trash
‘family politics’
taunt with his work

Mumbai, Dec 14: 

Globally, the world is
witnessing an ongoing rise
in mental health issues, ac-
celerated by the global pan-
demic. Medix, a global
health management com-
pany, delivering impactful
responses to health needs
servicing millions of cus-
tomers, with a team of
over 300 in-house physi-
cians, and a global quality
accredited network of over
4,500 world-leading special-
ists, has entered into a
strategic partnership with
Mpower - an Initiative of
Aditya Birla Education
Trust and leader in the
mental health space in
India that brings together
a strong force of over 600
experienced mental health
professionals, offering
world-class, scientifically
proven intervention tech-
niques impacting more

than 121 million lives posi-
tively. As part of the collab-
oration, Mpower and
Medix will offer integrated
and advanced tech solu-
tions for making mental
health services more ac-
cessible in India. Together,
Mpower and Medix will
change the mental health
dialogue in India while
promoting new ways of

getting help and support.
The partnership brings a
new, holistic approach to
mental and emotional
counselling and mentor-
ship, specifically designed
to reach the youth of the
country. As part of this
strategic partnership,
Medix India will bundle
Mpower’s mental health
services into its various

care programs, offering its
customers and partners
which include leading in-
surers, corporate employ-
ers and other stakeholders,
access to Mpower clinics
and virtual mental health
services. Through the part-
nership Mpower as a
knowledge and service
partner will bring in its ex-
pertise in the mental
health space offering vari-
ous proven mental health
solutions and therapies to
patients seeking mental
health support, whereas
Medix will bring forth its
global expertise in quality
assurance, goal-setting
strategies, clinical path-
ways, digital mental and
physical assessments and
innovative tools for out-
comes measurement and
analytics etc , thus reshap-
ing how mental care is per-
ceived and accessed so far
in India.

‘Efforts to reduce the stigma around mental health in India’

L to R) Ms. Sigal Atzmon, President and CEO of Medix.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI):
Acid attack survivor and
activist Laxmi Agarwal on
Wednesday said she will
extend all possible assis-
tance to the 17-year-old girl
who was attacked with
acid in west Delhi and
urged authorities to strict-
ly implement the ban on
the corrosive substance.

Agarwal, who herself
survived an acid attack at
the age of 15, had come to
meet the victim at
Safdarjung Hospital’s
burn ICU but was stopped
by authorities.

Two masked men on a
bike flung acid on the 17-
year-old victim who was
attacked minutes after she
left her home for school
and is battling serious in-
juries. As outrage spread
over the attack, women’s

groups and others, includ-
ing Lt Governor V K
Saxena, raised questions
on the availability of acid
in markets despite a ban
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal asked
how the accused could
have gathered so much
courage. “I want to help
the victim with her treat-

ment and provide her
counselling. Our founda-
tion will support the girl.
She should be given good
treatment. Most of the
time what happens is that
when acid is thrown, it
also affects the eyes. So
priority remains that it
does not affect the eyes in
any way. “ Agarwal told re-
porters. The journey of
Agarwal, from being a vic-
tim to an activist, was also
portrayed in the 2020 film
‘Chhapaak’ with Deepika
Padukone playing the titu-
lar role. In the wake of in-
creasing acid attacks, the
Supreme Court had in 2013
banned over-the-counter
sale of acid at retail out-
lets and ordered a compen-
sation of Rs 3 lakh to be
paid by the state govern-
ments to each victim.

‘All possible assistance to teen
who was attacked with acid’

Laxmi Agarwal 

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

TMC MP Saugata Roy
on Wednesday demanded
a discussion in Lok Sabha
on the Chinese aggression
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC,) urging the
government to take steps
to ensure the safety and se-
curity of the entire region
of Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Arunachal
Pradesh.

Raising it as ‘an issue of
urgent public importance’
in the Lower House, Roy
said India has to give care-
ful and specific attention
to the improvement of in-
frastructure in border
areas in order to facilitate
the economic development
of these areas and meet
the country’s strategic and
security requirements.

“Very recently there
were clashes between

Indian and Chinese sol-
diers of the PLA in
Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh. The Chinese
army is making aggres-
sive moves along the Line
of Actual Control in
Arunachal Pradesh and
Sikkim, trying to alter the
status quo in Ladakh and
has intensified patrolling
along the undemarcated
eastern frontier and began
re-enforcing military posts
and infrastructure,” he
said. He said the border
situation is “alarming”.

“The PLA is illegally oc-
cupying approximately
38,000 square kilometres of
Indian territory in Ladakh
and Arunachal Pradesh.
This increasing deploy-
ment of Chinese troops
closer to the border of the

eastern sector is alarming.
They have also been de-
ploying additional mili-
tary assets besides show-
ing aggressive intent and
increasing patrolling,”
Roy said.

“I urge the government
to take urgent steps to pre-
serve the entire of
Ladakh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Arunachal
Pradesh and the message
should be conveyed to
China and Pakistan,” he
said.

Roy called for a discus-
sion on the matter in
Parliament.

“The government is
avoiding a discussion on
the Chinese aggression in
Lok Sabha, the Raksa
Mantri issued a statement
and there is no discussion.
We demand full discussion
on Chinese occupation in
the House,” he said.

TMC demands discussion in LS
 On Chinese aggression

along LAC

Guwahati, Dec 14 (PTI):
The Assam government
on Wednesday rolled out
the second edition of
‘Orunodoi’, its flagship Rs
4,142-crore poverty allevia-
tion scheme, by adding
over 10.50 lakh new benefi-
ciaries. Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
launched the programme
virtually from New Delhi,
while his ministers were
present in different dis-
tricts to start the scheme
for the people. “Altogether
10.54 lakh fresh beneficiar-
ies have been newly added
under the greater version
of Orunodoi 2.0. With the
new inclusion, the total
number of beneficiaries

in the state will be around
27 lakh,” an official release
said. The total financial
outlay for Orunodoi is Rs
4,142 crore per annum,
making it one of the
largest direct beneficiary
transfer (DBT) schemes in
the country, it added.

“Orunodoi, the poverty
alleviation scheme,
launched on December 1,
2020, entails a monthly
grant of Rs 1,250 to each
beneficiary. It is one of 18
flagship schemes of the
Government of Assam
currently in operation,”
the release said.

Later, the chief minister
interacted with members
of the district-level moni-
toring committees and
asked them to ensure
smooth and hassle-free im-
plementation of the
scheme.

10.54 lakh more
people to benefit 

 From Assam’s
poverty alleviation
scheme

Gorakhpur (UP), Dec 14
(PTI): A 45-year-old man
allegedly hid the body of
his deceased mother in his
house for days in the
Gulriha area here, police
said on Tuesday.

The man told the police
that he was not able to per-
form the last rites of his
mother as he had no
money. However, the police
said the man was alcoholic
and mentally unstable.

The body was recovered
on Tuesday after a foul
smell emanated from the
house and the neighnours
alerted the police.

A police team rushed to
the house at Shivpur-
Shahbazganj and found
the body of a woman iden-

tified as Shanti Devi (82), a
retired government
teacher, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(ASP), North, Manoj
Kumar Awasthi said.

It appeared that the
body was four-five days
old, he added.

Awasthi said woman’s
son Nikhil Mishra alias
Dabbu is an alcoholic and
mentally unsound.

He was not able to tell
properly what had hap-
pened in the house, the
ASP added.

“The son said that his
mother died five days ago
but he was not able to per-
form the last rites due to
lack of money,” the police
officer said.

The body has been sent
for post-mortem and the
action will be taken on the
basis of the report, he
said.

Man hides mother’s
body in house for days
 Claims had no

money to perform
her last rites



PMQ SESSION

A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parliamentary
Recording Unit (PRU) shows Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaking during
Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQ) session, in the House of Commons, in London, on
December 14.

EU-ASEAN SUMMIT 

European Council President Charles Michel (L) stands next to Cambodia’s Prime Minister and Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) president Hun Sen (C) shaking hands with President of the European
Commission Ursula von der Leyen (R) with EU and ASEAN flags in the background as they attend the EU-ASEAN
summit at the European Council headquarters in Brussels on December 14.
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United Nations, Dec 14 (PTI):

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar met
President of the 77th ses-
sion of the General
Assembly Csaba Korosi
and discussed India’s
tenure in the Security
Council as well as the
country’s goals during its
G20 presidency. “Glad to
meet @UN_PGA Csaba
Korosi in New York.
Discussed our UNSC expe-
rience, our G20 Presidency
goals and importance of
reformed multilateral-
ism,” Jaishankar tweeted
Tuesday. India assumed
the monthly rotating presi-
dency of the Security
Council as well as the year-
long presidency of the G20
on December 1.

In a tweet, Korosi said it
was “always a pleasure” to
meet the Indian External
Affairs Minister.
“Discussed India’s G20
Presidency & the ongoing
monthly Presidency of the

Security Council, UN re-
forms & maximising syn-
ergies on water.”
Jaishankar also had a
“good discussion” with
Japan’s State Minister of
Foreign Affairs Yamada
Kenji. “As G4 members,
India and Japan work to-
gether to advance re-
formed multilateralism.
Spoke about the need to
take forward IGN process
more effectively,”
Jaishankar said, referring
to the Intergovernmental
Negotiations on UN
Security Council reform.

Jaishankar arrived here
Tuesday to preside over
two signature events on
counter-terrorism and re-
formed multilateralism,
held under India’s current
presidency of the UN
Security Council, before
the curtains come down
this month on the coun-
try’s two-year tenure as
elected member of the
powerful 15-nation group.

“Delighted to receive our
External Affairs Minister,
@DrSJaishankar during
India’s ongoing UN
Security Council #UNSC

Presidency. The Minister
will be chairing India’s sig-
nature events at the UN,
alongside #bilaterals and
significant side events,”
India’s Permanent
Representative at the UN
Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj tweeted.
Jaishankar will chair the
first signature event on
December 14, which will be
a ministerial-level open de-
bate of the Security
Council on New orienta-
tion for reformed multilat-
eralism’ under the item
Maintenance of interna-
tional peace and security’.
Both Korosi and UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres will address the
debate.

On December 15, India
will organise a briefing of
the Security Council on
Global counter-terrorism
approach principles and
the way forward” under
the Threats to internation-
al peace and security
caused by terrorist acts’.

Jaishankar discusses India’s UNSC experience
with General Assembly President Korosi

Kyiv, Dec 14 (AP):

Ukrainian authorities
said they thwarted a
Russian attack on Kyiv
and the surrounding re-
gion Wednesday as their
air defence system inter-
cepted and destroyed 13 ex-
plosive-laden drones, al-
though wreckage from
some of them damaged
five buildings. No casual-
ties were reported.

The attempted strikes
underlined how vulnera-
ble Ukraine’s capital re-
mains to the regular
Russian attacks that have
devastated infrastructure
and population centres in
recent weeks, mostly in
the country’s east and
south. But they also high-
lighted Ukraine’s claims of
increasing efficiency in in-
tercepting weapons - some-
thing that Patriot missiles
from the U.S. may soon

help boost. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, in a brief video
statement, said the “ter-
rorists” fired 13 Iranian-
made drones, and all were
intercepted. Such drones
have been part of the fire-
power, along with rockets,
missiles, shelling mortars
and artillery, as Russia tar-
gets power stations, water
facilities and other public
utility sites. The snow-cov-
ered capital remained

largely calm after the at-
tack, which occurred
around daybreak.

As the working day
began, authorities sound-
ed the all-clear. The head of
the Kyiv city administra-
tion, Serhii Popko, wrote
on Telegram that the at-
tempted strikes came in
two waves. Wreckage from
the intercepted drones
damaged an administra-
tive building and four resi-
dential buildings, he said.

A blast left the three-story
tax office building in the
central Shevchenkyvskyi
district with a gaping hole
in the roof and blew out
windows in parked cars
and in a neighbouring
building.

Clean-up crews were on
site quickly to shovel away
the rubble and roll out
plastic sheeting to cover
the blown-out windows in
freezing temperatures.
One man, unfazed, pushed
his son on a swing set on a
nearby playground as the
crews did their work.

Anton Rudikov’s family
was sleeping when they
heard the sounds of an ex-
plosion nearby and smash-
ing windows.

“The children were
frightened; the windows
flew out,” said Rudikov,
who has daughters ages 13
and 18. “What else can I
say?

Ukraine: Russian strikes thwarted, wreckage hits buildings

Islamabad, Dec 14 (AP):

Twenty people were
lashed in public on
Wednesday in Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan as pun-
ishment for alleged adul-
tery, theft, and other
crimes, a provincial offi-
cial said.

Afghanistan’s new au-
thorities have set hardline
policies since they took
over the country in August
2021 that reflect their in-
terpretation of Islamic
law, or Sharia.

Mohammad Qasim
Riyaz, a Taliban-appointed
spokesman for the gover-
nor’s office in southern
Helmand province, said
the lashings took place at
the sports stadium in
Lashkar Gah, the capital
of Helmand.

Riyaz said each man
was lashed between 35 to
39 times, and the punish-
ments were carried out be-
fore provincial Taliban of-
ficials, religious clerics,
elders and local people. An
unspecified number of

those punished also re-
ceived prison terms ac-
cording to their crimes,
Riyaz said.

Wednesday’s lashings in
Helmand come a week
after the Taliban authori-
ties executed an Afghan
convicted of killing anoth-
er man, the first public ex-
ecution since the former
insurgents returned to
power last year.

The execution, carried
out with an assault rifle by
the victim’s father, took
place in western Farah
province before hundreds
of spectators and many
top Taliban officials, ac-
cording to Zabihullah
Mujahid, the top govern-
ment spokesman.

Some officials came
from the capital of Kabul.

The execution drew in-
ternational criticism. U.N.
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres said
“the death penalty cannot
be reconciled with full re-
spect for the right to life,”
spokeswoman Stephanie
Tremblay said.

Taliban official: 
20 men lashed in public 

in AfghanistanIslamabad, Dec 14 (PTI):

Amid the ongoing politi-
cal and economic instabili-
ty in Pakistan, cracks
seemed to have appeared
in the ruling coalition
when two allied parties
boycotted a Cabinet meet-
ing over a controversial
bill related to the revival of
a key gold mining project
in the restive Balochistan
province. The revival of
the Reko Diq copper and
gold mine project in
Balochistan with billions
of dollars at stake was
cleared by the Supreme
Court last week.

A Cabinet meeting
presided over by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
to discuss the project on
Tuesday was boycotted by

two coalition partners
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam
(JUI-F) and Balochistan
National Party-Mengal
(BNP-Mengal), the Dawn
newspaper reported on
Wednesday.

The annoyed parties
were of the opinion that
the Reko Diq related bill —
the Foreign Investment
(Promotion and
Protection) Bill, 2022 —
passed by the Senate on
Monday was against the
rights of the people of
Balochistan and that JUI-F
and BNP-Mengal had not
been taken on board dur-
ing the preparation of the
bill. After the Cabinet
meeting, both JUI-F and
BNP-M held separate
meetings in which they
discussed the option of

leaving the ruling alliance
if their demands were not
met, the report said.
Sensing the gravity of the
situation, the prime minis-
ter formed a cabinet com-
mittee to remove the griev-
ances of the JUI-F and the
BNP-M and held out an as-
surance that an amend-
ment bill would soon be
tabled in Parliament after
consulting the two allies.

In a post-cabinet meet-
ing statement,
Information Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
the Cabinet has formed a
committee to resolve the
grievances of the annoyed
parties. “The cabinet com-
mittee will talk to leaders
of the allied parties, take
them into confidence and
remove their reservations.

Cracks appear in Pak’s ruling coalition over
controversial gold mining project in Balochistan

Beijing, Dec 14 (AP):

China’s National Health
Commission scaled down
its daily COVID-19 report
starting Wednesday in re-
sponse to a sharp decline
in PCR testing since the
government eased anti-
virus measures after daily
cases hit record highs.

A notice on the commis-
sion’s website said it
stopped publishing daily
figures on numbers of
COVID-19 cases where no
symptoms are detected
since it was “impossible to
accurately grasp the actu-
al number of asympto-
matic infected persons,”
which have generally ac-
counted for the vast major-
ity of new infections. The
only numbers they’re re-

porting are confirmed
cases detected in public
testing facilities. This
poses a key challenge for
China as it relaxes its
strict “zero-COVID” policy.
With mass-PCR testing no
longer obligatory and peo-
ple with mild symptoms
allowed to recuperate at
home rather than in one of
the field hospitals that be-
came notorious for over-
crowding and poor hy-
giene, it has grown more
difficult to gauge the true
number of cases. Beijing’s
streets have grown eerily
quiet, with lines forming
outside fever clinics the
number of which has been
increased from 94 to 303
and at pharmacies, where
cold and flu medications
are harder to find.

China reduces 
COVID-19 case number
reporting as virus surges

F ew manufacturing industries
in India have done as consis-

tently well as the drug industry over
the last four decades. The Indian drug
industry is currently ranked the
world’s third largest in pharmaceuti-
cal production by volume. The produc-
tion has been increasing rapidly sup-
ported by rising domestic consump-
tion and exports. The industry has
been growing at a CAGR of 9.43 per-
cent over the past nine years. Generic
drugs, over-the-counter (OTC) med-
ications, bulk drugs, vaccines, con-
tract research & manufacturing,
biosimilars, and biologics are some of
the major segments of the industry.
India also has the most number of
pharmaceutical manufacturing facili-
ties that are in compliance with the US
Food and Drug Administration
(USFDA).

In the 1970s, Indian drug manufac-
turers literally struggled for a toehold
in the business in the face of over-
whelming competition from some 30-
odd foreign controlled pharmaceutical
manufacturers and importers. Mostly
based in Bombay (now Mumbai),
those foreign drug firms had a vice-
like grip over the country’s small drug
market. India’s annual consumption of
drugs and pharmaceuticals was less
than Rs.600 crore. However, thanks to
a series of decisive actions by the gov-
ernment, led by the then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, the situation
changed fast in favour of the domestic
drug manufacturers since the mid-
1970s. The industry has received sup-
port from the successive governments
at the centre. Last year, the country’s

pharmaceutical output was worth
over $42 billion (approximately
Rs.1,92,000 crore).

The Hathi Committee report, inves-
tigations into the pricing juggleries by
foreign pharma firms operating in the
country by the Bureau of Industrial
Costs and Prices (BICP), the listing of
‘essential drugs’ by the government
and controlling their prices, formula-
tion of the foreign exchange regula-
tions act (FERA) of 1973, and incen-
tives to domestic investors in pharma-
ceuticals projects in the 1970s and
1980s changed the very profile of
India’s drug industry in the following
decades. India’s drug manufacturers
responded positively to the govern-
ment policy. The country’s pharma-
ceutical producers never looked back
since then. Investments poured in.
Lately, Hyderabad is fast emerging as
India’s pharma industry hub. It ac-
counts for 40 percent of the country’s
total bulk drug production and 50 per-
cent of bulk drug exports. Other major
production centres include Vadodara,
Ahmedabad, Ankleshwar, Vapi, Baddi,
Sikkim, Kolkata and Visakhapatnam.
The manufacturing network encom-
passes some 10,500 production units
operated by some 3,000-odd pharma-
ceutical companies of all sizes — big,
medium and small.

So strong is India’s drug manufac-
turing network and its wide ranging
production portfolio that global drug
giants such as Pfizer, Bayer, Merck,
AstraZeneca, and GSK have gone in
for joint ventures with some of the
country’s major pharmaceutical pro-
ducers to take advantage of the situa-
tion. These joint ventures target large-
ly the domestic market and also ex-
port. Industry experts highlight the
country’s unique blend of advanced
drug making infrastructure, its status
as an emerging market, and strong
growth potential as underlying rea-
sons why there is interest in accessing
this market as early as possible.
Indians are consuming medicines like
never before. The country’s drug con-
sumption is projected to grow nine to
12 percent over the next five years or
so. This will lead India to become one

of the world’s top 10 nations in terms
of medicine spending. The manufac-
turers are increasingly aligning their
product portfolio towards chronic
therapies for diseases such as cardio-
vascular, anti-diabetes, antidepres-
sants and cancers, which are on the
rise with the changing lifestyles and
increasing stress.

Today, the country’s drug industry
is the world’s largest provider of
generic medicines by volume and
world’s seventh largest exporter of
medicines. In 2020, India exported
drugs worth $24.6 billion, running al-
most neck and neck with the United
States ($24.7 billion), the world’s
largest drug producer and consumer.
India’s share of the global drugs ex-
port market was 6.1 percent. Ahead of
India and the US in the global drugs
export market are five European
countries. In 2020, Germany ranked
No.1 with the export worth $60.8 bil-
lion, representing 14.9 percent of the
global drugs export, followed by
Switzerland ($48.1 billion), Belgium
($31.1 billion), France ($28.4 billion)
and Italy ($27.2 billion). In 1973,
India’s total turnover in the area of
bulk drug manufacturing was only
worth Rs.75 crore and drug formula-
tions accounted for Rs. 370 crore.
While the production in the organised
sector was dominated by foreign drug
manufacturers, the industry’s expen-
diture on research and development
(R&D) was less than one percent of
the turnover.

The Indian Economic Survey 2021
had projected a 300 percent growth of
the domestic drug market in the next
decade. The market is likely to reach
the US$ 65-billion mark by 2024 and
further expand to reach US$ 120-130
billion by 2030. The country’s biotech-
nology industry comprises biophar-
maceuticals, bio-services, bio-agricul-
ture, bio-industry, and bioinformatics.
The Indian biotechnology industry
was valued at US$70.2 billion in 2020
and is expected to reach US$150 bil-
lion by 2025. India’s medical devices
market was worth US$10.36 billion in
FY20. The market is expected to grow
at a CAGR of 37 percent to reach

US$50 billion in 2025. As of August
2021, CARE Ratings expected India’s
pharmaceutical business to develop at
an annual rate of 11 percent over the
next two years.

However, to become a truly reliable
pharmacy of the world, India needs to
substantially reduce its dependence
on China for the supply of active phar-
maceutical ingredients (APIs). Official
reports suggest that nearly 70 percent
of all APIs and upwards of 90 percent
of those APIs essential to produce
critical mass-market antibiotics are
imported from China. An export halt
or slowdown from China can tem-
porarily upend India’s entire pharma-
ceutical industry. Lately, India has re-
leased three production-linked incen-
tive [PLI] schemes to substantially re-
duce the country’s dependence on
Chinese export of pharmaceutical and
medical devices. Since the implemen-
tation of the scheme, funds worth $2
billion have been distributed to 55 dif-
ferent firms to help production of 35
of 53 APIs upon which India has sub-
stantial import dependence. India also
needs to take steps to control pollu-
tant-heavy API refinement processes.
China’s industrial drug parks that of-
fered cheap municipal disposal solu-
tions and higher risk-tolerance for pol-
luting industries readily took over the
dirtier precursor industries as well.

A Nikkei report clearly indicates
that China’s near monopoly on pre-
cursors stems from a massive flight
of Western pharmaceutical
providers to China in the early
2000’s. While the Indian industry
should act fast to expand production
of APIs and key starting materials
(KSMs), the government should take
a page out of Beijing’s playbook to
ensure that the manufacturers take
full care of pollutant chemicals and
harmful residues generated in the
process. The self-reliance on APIs
will help India realise its effort to be-
come the pharmacy to the world
producing cheap, high-quality drugs
at every junction of the global value
chain. This will help expand both the
domestic market and exports by
doubling the market size by 2030.
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Country can suffer
extreme heat

According to reports rising
heat and humidity could put
up to five percent of India's
GDP at risk by the end of this
decade. According to the re-
port, India's long-term food
security and public health se-
curity will be dependent on a
dependable cold chain net-
work. Transporting food and
pharmaceutical goods across
India necessitates a cold
chain refrigeration system
that works at all times.A sin-
gle temperature drop during
the journey can disrupt the
cold chain, spoiling fresh pro-
duce and reducing vaccine
potency. With only four per-
cent of fresh produce in India
covered by cold chain facili-
ties, annual food losses are
estimated to be fifty billion it
is  noted that, prior to COVID-
19, India, the world's third
largest producer of pharma-
ceuticals, lost approximately
twenty percent of tempera-
ture-sensitive medical prod-
ucts and thirty percent of
vaccines due to broken cold
chains, resulting in losses of
five hundred million rupees
per year.The demand for
cooling will increase as tem-
peratures rise across India.
However, in a country where
two-thirds of the population
lives on less than 500 rupees
per day and the average cost
of an air-conditioning unit
ranges between five thou-
sand rupees, air-cooling sys-
tems are a luxury only a few
can afford.According to re-
search presented in the India
Cooling Action Plan only ten
percent of Indian households
own air conditioners.Indoor
and electric fans can assist in
maintaining thermal comfort,
but they are also costly to
purchase and inefficient.As a
result, the report warns,
many poor and marginalised
communities across India are
more vulnerable to extreme
heat, living in inadequately
ventilated, hot and crowded
homes with no proper access
to cooling. Staying cool in ex-
treme heat is about more
than just comfort; it can
mean the difference between
life and death.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Hooked on phones
Truly our lives are influ-

enced by smartphones which
occupy most of our waking
hours. We have the urge to
send our photographs on so-
cial media instantly. Showing
people that we are happy is
now more important than ac-
tually being happy. Our
minds are becoming wired
for instant gratification and
virtual life. This is making us
short-tempered and impa-
tient. Let us adopt a phone-
life balance else it will be too
late.

VViikkrraammjjiitt  SSiinngghh,,  AAmmrriittssaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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CISF personnel keep vigil as security has been enhanced at the Taj Mahal in the view of Christmas Day and New Year, in Agra, Wednesday, Dec. 14.

SECURITY IN AGRA

F ighting terrorism is a continuous, ever evolving
process with sole aim to be one step ahead of perpe-

trators of most heinous crime on humanity. For three
decades writ of terrorists ran throughout Kashmir valley
with hartal calendars, extortions, kidnappings, and what
not. Fear psychosis was so much in the minds of people that
almost zero resistance to their ever changing sermons.
Beauty parlours, cinema halls closed, five lakh plus
Kashmiri Pandits made to leave their homes forever and
every resourceful family sent their kids out of Kashmir
valley to live normal life without stress and fear. But post
5th August 2019 everything has changed forever. New
strategies with iron will to deliver implemented, Kashmir
is now as peaceful as rest of the country enjoying freedom
of expression as well as independence. Terrorism is on
ventilator and demolition of illegal house of the JeM active
Commander is now last nail in the coffin of terrorism.
Likes of Nengroo brothers have been running this terror-
ism business for decades without any fear or resistance, in
fact sometimes with official support but those things are
history now as this is ‘Naya Kashmir’. Gone are the days of
terrorists’ rehabilitation, this demolition is a clear cut mes-
sage, any effort to revive terrorism will be dealt with iron
hand, any effort to mislead youth for recruitment to terror-
ists ranks will be countered by JCBs now, zero tolerance for
terrorism, one antinational step and your existence on
Kashmir soil will be history. This step is iconic as it took
place in the open, amidst viewers: a public demolition, al-
ways to remember terrorism or their support or support-
ing any action against the interests of country will be
taken seriously. Employees had been dismissed for such ac-
tivities in the past and this is one more step forward to
raise the cost of joining terrorists ranks. Writ of law is
supreme, you cannot brush it and remain unaffected, ter-
rorists have to pay the price ultimately.

Chandrajit Banerjee

T he leaders’ declaration of the G20 Summit held in Bali
last month talked about an ‘unparalleled multidimen-

sional crises’ period that the world is currently experienc-
ing. It pledged to enhance public investments while also pro-
moting private investments and strengthening multilateral
trade. Many of its policy actions relating to the global econo-
my, sustainable development, and digitalisation were
aligned to the recommendations brought out by Business 20
(B20) – the business engagement group of the G20. At a time
of perceptible shifts in geopolitical alignments, India’s role
as G20 president will be central to global stability and
macroeconomic coordination as nations strive to recover
from the pandemic aftermath, the conflict in Ukraine, and
tackle climate change. The theme of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam or “One Earth. One Family. One Future.’ is en-
tirely apt for contemporary challenges, and sets the platform
for the world to act as one to face common global issues. As
stressed by Prime Minister Modi during the G20 summit in
Bali, “India’s G20 presidency will be inclusive, ambitious,
decisive and action oriented.” India has constituted 13 work-
ing groups under the Sherpa Track that will provide recom-
mendations on areas including, but not limited to, employ-
ment, digital economy, and trade and investment. Under the
Finance Track, G20 finance ministers and central banks will
discuss macroeconomic development, economic risks, and
international financial architecture, among others. The pri-
orities rightly identified by India represent critical issues
facing the world. India, as the fastest growing economy
among G20 nations, has made a notable mark in areas such
as trade and investment, climate change mitigation, and dig-
italization, and can use its insights as a large developing na-
tion to shape G20’s policy decisions over the coming year.
Global trade is forecast to slow down in 2023 to just 1%
growth rate, compared to 3.5% expected for 2022. India today
is positioned as a global manufacturing and trading hub,
with progressive policies such as the Production Linked
Incentive Scheme (PLI), Ease of Doing Business mission, as
well as infrastructure construction, enabling it contribute to
the diversification of global value chains. On sustainability,
India has emerged as a top 5 ranked nation in the climate
change performance index for 2023, the highest among the
G20. India has brought out its long-term low emissions
growth strategy for key sectors and has taken important ini-
tiatives in renewable energy, green hydrogen, e-mobility, and
blended fuels which together place it on track to achieve its
national determined contributions. Digitalisation in India is
on the fast track, propelling sectors such as retail, fintech,
education and many others. With 1.17 billion mobile phone
subscribers and 700 million internet users, India clocked 7
billion transactions in October 2022 on UPI, and has also suc-
cessfully deployed digital technology for its vaccine mission.
India’s leadership in these areas will help the G20 drive its
agenda during the coming year. This will be supported by
suggestions from the world’s businesses, which will develop
ideas under the B20 group, the largest of the G20 engage-
ment groups. As the designated B20 secretariat, the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) in consultation with
stakeholders including the government has outlined nine
priority areas for discussions. The B20 India priorities for
trade will focus on supporting integration of developing
economies into global value chains, diversification of serv-
ices trade, and embracing opportunities in the African
Common Market. Financing growth and infrastructure de-
velopment along with expanding financial inclusion have
also been identified. Under technology, the priorities of in-
novation and R&D, digital transformation and future of
work, skilling and mobility will be taken up. Energy, climate
change and resource efficiency will also benefit greatly from
the deliberations of B20. As part of India’s G20 presidency,
businesses in India have a unique opportunity this year to
share their perspectives and drive global economic growth
and stability. With our entrepreneurial talent, innovation
and social responsibility, we can showcase our strengths to
the world as the B20 India dialogue takes shape.

(Writer is Director General,
Confederation of Indian Industry.)

India’s G20 Presidency 
is a Unique Opportunity

for Businesses

Demolition of terrorism

India is fast emerging as world’s major Pharmacy Hub

I ndia assumes the Presidency
of the Group of 20 (G20)

amidst a daunting global environ-
ment riddled with policy challenges.
A ‘polycrisis’ landscape confronts the
G20 with headwinds from slowing
global growth and trade, high infla-
tion, aggressive monetary policy
tightening and associated spill-
overs, geopolitical tensions, debt
distress, climate change and the lin-
gering pandemic.  Amidst centrifu-
gal forces pulling at the fabric of
globalisation, the role of the G20 in
fostering global policy cooperation is
crucial. As the third largest economy
in in the world in purchasing power
parity (PPP) terms and the fifth
largest in terms of market exchange
rates, India accounts for 3.6 per cent
of G20 GDP in nominal terms and 8.2
per cent in PPP terms. The IMF proj-
ects that India’s GDP will grow at 6.1
per cent in 2023, which would be the
highest among G20 nations. India’s
G20 Presidency priorities envision a
balance between responsibility and
ambition, encapsulating the vision of
unity and interconnectedness. 

Our progress in digital technolo-
gies and our experiences drawn
from a thriving FinTech ecosystem
uniquely position us in expanding fi-
nancial inclusion, leveraging tech-
nology to buttress productivity and
economic integration, and in dealing
with challenges developing coun-

tries face in mitigating the ef-
fects of climate change. In
these areas, we believe our
Presidency can make substan-
tial contributions.  The first
Finance Track (FT) event of
India’s G20 Presidency – the
meeting of Finance and
Central Bank Deputies (FCBD)
– is set to be held in Bengaluru
during December 13-15, 2022.
At this meeting, India’s priori-
ties and associated deliverables will
be unveiled. The FT has eight work-
streams, focusing on international fi-
nancial architecture, the global
economy, infrastructure investment,
sustainable finance, international
taxation, health and finance, finan-
cial sector regulatory issues and fi-
nancial inclusion. 

Accepting the Presidency of the
G-20, Honourable Prime Minister
Shri. Narendra Modi said: “India’s G-
20 priorities would be shaped in con-
sultation with not just our G20 part-
ners, but also our fellow travellers in
the global South, whose voice often
goes unheard.” India’s key FT priori-
ties translate his commitment into
action. They include strengthening
global financial safety nets, manag-
ing global debt vulnerabilities, as-
sessing macroeconomic implications
of food and energy insecurity, and fi-
nancing sustainable and resilient
cities of tomorrow. We will also work

on mobilising timely and adequate
financial resources for climate ac-
tion, as most G20 countries have de-
clared their net-zero target dates. On
international taxation, we will build
upon significant progress made by
the G20, including addressing tax
challenges, capacity building and en-
hancing tax transparency. We will
continue developing G20-driven fi-
nance and health coordination for
identifying and addressing risks and
vulnerabilities associated with pan-
demics and improving preparedness
to mobilise in response to new pan-
demic threats.

Within financial sector regulation,
we would focus on risks and oppor-
tunities offered by technological de-
velopments. The recurring turmoil in
crypto markets, the de-pegging of
some stablecoins and the fall of
broader crypto markets have raised
apprehensions about threats to fi-
nancial stability from cryptocurren-

cies. It is, hence, necessary to
broaden the G20 crypto-asset
dialogue by addressing as-
pects such as monetary policy
and macroeconomic concerns,
data privacy, market integrity,
competition policy and taxa-
tion by synthesising the work
of various international organi-
sations.   Rapidly growing dig-
ital financial services and in-
creased dependence on third-

party services expose the financial
system to operational, liquidity and
concentration risks. We seek to pro-
mote international cooperation in
risk management frameworks to
manage these risks. As the econo-
my becomes more digitised, cyber
risk poses a threat to the financial
system – an outage anywhere in the
chain may cause cascading effects
impacting the entire financial sys-
tem. A chain is only as strong as its
weakest link. During our
Presidency, we would also like to
see increased global cooperation in
mitigating system-level vulnerabili-
ties from cyber risk.

To supplement the sustainable de-
velopment goals (SDG) of reducing
transactions costs of migrant remit-
tances to less than 3 per cent by
2030, our approach will be to reduce
both high transaction costs and the
time between origination and settle-
ment of payments through interop-

erability of national fast payment
systems. We would leverage digital
public infrastructure to advance fi-
nancial inclusion and harness pro-
ductivity gains. Constructive and ac-
tionable policy recommendations for
developing a sound and vibrant digi-
tal financial ecosystem would help to
achieve these goals while contribut-
ing to economic development.  In
this milieu, the G20, which owes its
genesis and raison d'etre to the con-
viction that global problems need
globally coordinated solutions, of-
fers hope to the world as it brings to-
gether the world’s major economies
in a renewed effort to achieve its
mandate of strong, sustainable, bal-
anced and inclusive growth. Every
crisis affords an opportunity.
Therefore, let us hope that the cur-
rent polycrisis leads to the reinvigo-
ration of global policy cooperation to
meet emerging challenges, repair
the multiple fractures the global
economy faces and position the
global economy on a trajectory that
fulfils the G20’s mandate. Equitable
and inclusive human progress hinges
on ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ - One
Earth, One Family, One Future.

((AAjjaayy  SSeetthh  iiss  SSeeccrreettaarryy,,
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  EEccoonnoommiicc  AAffffaaiirrss,,

MMiinniissttrryy  ooff  FFiinnaannccee  aanndd  DDrr..
MMiicchhaaeell  DD  PPaattrraa  iiss  DDeeppuuttyy

GGoovveerrnnoorr,,  RReesseerrvvee  BBaannkk  ooff  IInnddiiaa..))

India and G20: Agenda for action
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BRIEF

Sugarcane farmers

Chandigarh:Congress
leader Bhupinder
Singh Hooda on
Tuesday said he will
raise the issue of sugar-
cane farmers in the as-
sembly as the state gov-
ernment has not fixed
the rate for the crop till
now despite the com-
mencement of the
crushing season. "We
condemn the govern-
ment's indifference to-
wards sugarcane farm-
ers.Despite the com-
mencement of the sug-
arcane season, the gov-
ernment has not an-
nounced the rate or any
hike for the produce till
now," the former chief
minister said.

Majority stake 
New Delhi: State-
owned Bank of
Baroda (BoB) on
Tuesday said it plans
to sell its majority
stake in Nainital
Bank. The board of di-
rectors of the bank
has approved divest-
ment of its majority
shareholding in
Nainital Bank
Limited (NBL), and
authorised issuance of
an advertisement
inviting Expressions
of Interest (EOI)
through a
Preliminary
Information
Memorandum (PIM)
from interested par-
ties (IPs), the lender
said in a regulatory
filing. BoB currently
holds 98.57 per cent of
the total equity share
capital of NBL.
Details about the
process of transaction
are given in the PIM,
which will be pub-
lished on Wednesday
for inviting EOI from
bidders, it said.

Strategic 
technology 

New Delhi: Science
and Technology
Minister Jitendra
Singh said satellite-
aided agritech revolu-
tion and startups are
set to mark the next
major breakthrough for
India's farm sector after
the Green Revolution of
yesteryears. The minis-
ter said satellite imag-
ing and remote sensing
technology from the
Department of Space,
genetic and agri-yield
enhancing technolo-
gies from the
Department of
Biotechnology, irradi-
ation and preservation
of shelf-life tech-
niques from the
Department of Atomic
Energy and food forti-
fication research in
CSIR labs will change
the face of agriculture
in India along with
drones and geospatial
data mapping.

New launch
New Delhi: TVS
Motor Company  said
it plans to launch
Euro-V emission
norms compliant two-
wheelers in Turkey.
The company said it
plans to introduce
Euro 5 compliant
products like Jupiter,
NTORQ Race Edition,
Raider and Apache
RTR 200 4V in the
market.

‘4 DECADES OF EXCELLENCE’

Infosys Co-founders Narayan Murthy (R), Nandan Nilekani, Krish Gopalakrishnan, S D Shibulal and K Dinesh release a
book during commemoration of '4 Decades of Excellence' of Infosys at its headquarters in Bengaluru, Wednesday, Dec. 14.

New Delhi, Dec 14:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday assured the
Lok Sabha that the govern-
ment will take measures to
further ease inflation,
which has dipped below
the RBI's upper tolerance
level of 6 per cent. Retail in-
flation has moderated to an
11-month low of 5.8 per
cent in November from 6.77
per cent in the previous
month. "We will bring
down further for the sake
of common people," she
said while replying to a dis-
cussion on the first batch of
Supplementary Demands
for Grants 2022-23 in the
Lok Sabha. The govern-
ment is constantly watch-
ing the price situation of
essential commodities, she

said. The finance minister
made it clear that there is
no fear of stagflation as
India is one of the fastest-
growing economies with
low inflation levels. With
regard to fiscal deficit, the
finance minister said the
government would be able
to meet the fiscal deficit
target of 6.4 per cent of the
GDP for the current finan-
cial year. The government
is committed to the path of
fiscal consolidation, she
added.

On non-performing as-

sets (NPAs), Sitharaman
said it has come down dras-
tically to 7.28 per cent at the
end of March 2022 due to
various measures taken by
the Modi government.
With regard to the declin-
ing value of the rupee
against the US dollar, she
said, the domestic unit is
appreciating against all
other currencies, and the
fall against the greenback
is lower as compared to
other currencies. Quoting
the World Bank report, she
said India's forex reserves
is one of the highest in the
world and this provide a
cushion against global
spillover. Later, the House
passed Supplementary
Demands for Grants, au-
thorising the government
to spend additional Rs 3.25
lakh crore in FY23.

Govt to further bring
down inflation: FM

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Civil aviation minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on
Wednesday said all agen-
cies have swung into ac-
tion in the last 24-36 hours
to mitigate congestion at
all major airports.
"Congestion at entry
points and check-in coun-
ters at T3 has eased. Four
additional X-ray machines
have been added at the
Security Hold Area; dis-
play boards showing wait
time have come up.
Deployment of CISF man-
power has already kick-
started, and will progres-
sively increase in the next
few days," he said.

Scindia, in a LinkedIn
post, said these steps will
be emulated at the
Bengaluru and Mumbai
airports as well. In recent
weeks, air passengers
have been complaining
about long waiting hours

at airports, especially at
Terminal 3 (T3) of Delhi
airport, and authorities
have been taking steps to
reduce the congestion. "In
the last 24-36 hours, all
agencies have swung into
action to mitigate conges-
tion at every checkpoint at
all major airports," he
said. At Bengaluru air-
port, two additional X-ray
machines were opera-
tionalised on Wednesday.
"It is heartening to see do-
mestic passenger traffic
surpass pre-COVID levels,
clocking a new record
each day. The load factors

have touched 95 per cent-
plus. Indeed, airport oper-
ators, airlines, ground
handlers, ATCOs, immi-
gration, security the en-
tire circuit is fortunate to
be operating at such a
time, and only wishes to
see this trajectory move
onwards and upwards,"
Scindia said. On Tuesday,
domestic airlines carried
nearly 4.12 lakh passen-
gers. While emphasising
that this is a great time for
the country's civil aviation
sector, the minister said
the boom needs to be ac-
companied with a capacity
increase across the board.
India houses the third
largest aviation market,
and with that, "we must
also strive to be the best
service providers",
Scindia said. Further, the
minister said that a lot is
being done today and
much more will be done to
brace for the future.

All agencies have swung into action to mitigate
congestion at major airports: Scindia

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

The income tax department
has allowed non-resident tax-
payers not having PAN to file
Form 10F manually till March
31, 2023, a move which would
ease their compliance burden
and enable them to claim
lower TDS rate. The Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
had in July made it mandatory
for non-resident taxpayers to
file Form 10F electronically to
claim benefit of lower Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS).
However, taxpayers faced
problems in electronic filing of
the form as the income tax
portal did not allow a taxpayer
who does not have a
Permanent Account Number
(PAN) to file Form 10F. In a
notification, the CBDT said to
mitigate genuine hardship to
such taxpayers, it has been
decided that such category of

non-resident taxpayers who
are not having PAN and not
required to have PAN as per
relevant provisions of the I-T
Act would be exempted from
mandatory electronic filing of
Form 10F till March 31, 2023.
"It is reiterated that such cat-
egory of taxpayers may make
statutory compliance of filing
Form 10F till March 31, 2023
in manual form as was being
done prior to issuance of the
(July) notification," the CBDT
said in a notification dated
December 12. Nangia
Andersen LLP M&A Tax
Partner Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala said sans the
notified transactions requiring
quoting of PAN, non-residents
can transact with Indian par-
ties without the aversion of a
higher 20 per cent withhold-
ing tax rate if prescribed
details such as name, e-mail
id, address, contact number,
TIN and a valid tax residency
certificate (TRC) are fur-
nished to resident Indian
payer.

Govt allows non-resident taxpayers
to manually file Form 10F

̈ Till March 31 for
claiming TDS benefit

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Union Minister Prahlad
Singh Patel on Wednesday
said the Centre has taken
several steps for the growth
of the farm sector and to
boost farmers' income and
highlighted that nearly Rs
6.22 lakh crore has been al-
located in the Budget for
agriculture sector during
2014-22. Minister of State for
Food Processing Industries
Prahlad Patel listed several
steps taken by the Modi gov-
ernment in the interest of
the farmers. According to a
statement issued by the
ministry, Patel informed
that the agriculture budget
stood at Rs 1,48,162.16 crore
during the 2006-14 period
while the budget allocation
for the agri sector during
2014-22 reached Rs
6,21,940.92 crore. Under the
PM Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-KISAN) scheme, he
said the Centre has provid-
ed Rs 2.16 lakh crore

amount directly into bank
accounts of eligible farm-
ers. The Centre provides Rs
6,000 per year in three equal
instalments under this
scheme. Patel said that "re-
ports released by various in-
stitutions clearly show that
the total inflation-adjusted
income of farmers has dou-
bled, or almost doubled in
many states".

The minister said the
Prime Minister has empow-
ered the farmers by giving
them modern digital tech-
nology. Through digital
technology, the farmers
have been saved from many
troubles and loot along with
getting rid of problems of
corruption and middlemen,
he added. The minister said
that "through digital tech-
niques, the assistance given
by the government to the
farmers has now started
reaching the farmers direct-
ly, due to which new oppor-
tunities have been provided
to them to do business..." 

Agri budget rises to Rs 6.22 lakh cr
under Modi govt, says Prahlad Patel

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury on
Monday said that though
India is the fastest grow-
ing economy, it is facing
the triple whammy of
high current account
deficit, fiscal deficit and
trade deficit.
Participating in the de-
bate on the first
Supplementary Demands
for Grants 2022-23 in the
Lok Sabha, Chowdhury
said India seems to be on
the cusp of stagflation.

Stagflation is defined as
a situation with persist-
ently high inflation com-
bined with high unem-
ployment and stagnant
demand in a country's
economy. Expressing ap-
prehension, he said, the
fiscal deficit is likely to
overshoot its target of 6.4
per cent of the GDP de-

spite the increase in tax
mobilisation in the cur-
rent fiscal. "You are your-
self in a triple whammy.
On the one hand current
account deficit, on the
other hand fiscal deficit
and trade deficit. I don't
know how you will recon-
cile the fiscal deficit with
the growth of the econo-
my as has been commit-
ted by this government,"
he said. He also advocated

the extension of free ra-
tion to the poor to ease
the pain from high infla-
tion. The purchasing
power of people has not
improved despite meas-
ures taken by the govern-
ment. So in view of the
declining purchasing
power of people, this pro-
gramme could be extend-
ed beyond December. In
September, the govern-
ment decided to extend
the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PM-GKAY) for
about 80 crore beneficiar-
ies, at an additional cost
of Rs 44,762 crore.

The scheme to provide
5 kg of wheat and rice
free of cost to 80 crore
beneficiaries every
month till December 31,
2022. The PMGKAY was
started in April 2020 to
help those affected by a
nationwide lockdown due

to Covid-19. The scheme
has been extended multi-
ple times. Drawing a con-
trast, he said, India is the
fifth largest economy in
the world and also has the
highest number of poor.

During the debate, K
Ram Mohan Naidu (TDP)
said the government
should not privatise the
profit-making Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam Limited
(RINL) at
Visakhapatnam. There is
no reason to privatise and
the government should
re-think this, Naidu said.
Last year that the Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs (CCEA) gave in-
principle approval for 100
per cent strategic disin-
vestment of the govern-
ment of India sharehold-
ing in the RINL along
with management control
by way of privatisation.

India facing triple whammy of CAD, 
fiscal and trade deficit, says Adhir Rajan

Mumbai, Dec 14: 

Benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended
with gains on Wednesday,
extending their previous
day rally amid lower level of
inflation on domestic front
and better-than-expected in-
flation readings from the
US. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 144.61
points or 0.23 per cent to set-
tle at 62,677.91. During the
day, it jumped 301.81 points
or 0.48 per cent to 62,835.11.
The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 52.30 points or 0.28
per cent to end at 18,660.30.
"Nifty rose for the second
consecutive session, in line
with most Asian markets
that were up. Sharp fall in
WPI inflation for November
also helped sentiments,"
said Deepak Jasani, Head of
Retail Research, HDFC
Securities. Stocks rose
Wednesday in Asia after a
rally on Wall Street spurred

by news that inflation in the
US cooled more than ex-
pected last month, Jasani
added.

From the Sensex pack,
Tech Mahindra, Tata Steel,
NTPC, IndusInd Bank,
State Bank of India, Power
Grid, HCL Technologies,
Tata Consultancy Services
and Larsen & Toubro were
the major winners. Nestle,
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank,
Asian Paints, Hindustan
Unilever and UltraTech
Cement were among the
laggards. "Better-than-ex-

pected inflation readings
from major global
economies, combined with
increased appetite for IT
stocks, aided the domestic
market's bullishness. US
CPI inflation easing to 7.1
per cent in November will
lower the chances of the
Fed being hawkish. Though
the Fed is largely expected
to raise rates by 50 basis
points, their comments on
future inflation and rate ac-
tions would dominate mar-
ket movements," said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.68 per cent and
midcap index advanced 0.59
per cent. Among sectors,
metal jumped 1.55 per cent,
realty (1.44 per cent), IT
(0.89 per cent), industrials
(0.81 per cent), commodities
(0.80 per cent) and con-
sumer discretionary (0.55
per cent).

Markets settle higher for 2nd day
on positive inflation numbers

Mumbai, Dec 14: 

The rupee gained 15
paise to settle at 82.45 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Wednesday, as a
positive trend in domestic
equities and easing infla-
tionary pressures
strengthened investor
sentiment. Besides, a
weak greenback against
its major rivals overseas
and softening crude oil
prices supported the do-
mestic unit, forex traders
said.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit
opened flat at 82.60 against
the greenback and wit-
nessed an intra-day high
of 82.40 and a low of 82.71.
It finally ended at 82.45

against the American cur-
rency, registering a rise of
15 paise over its previous
close of 82.60. The dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength
against a basket of six
currencies, declined 0.28
per cent to 103.69.

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

Coal minister Pralhad
Joshi on Tuesday said
that safety is the top pri-
ority in the coal sector
and all companies should
ensure that there is no
shortage of funds for tak-
ing safety measures.

The minister said that
mine safety has always
been accorded the top-
most priority in the coal
sector and stressed that
it should be strictly fol-
lowed. "All our achieve-
ments would be futile if
our workers are not safe
and healthy...'Safety
First, Production Must'
in all mines," Joshi said

in a statement. The min-
ister said that there has
been significant improve-
ment in the safety
records as number of
fatal and serious acci-
dents in coal mines in the
last eight months have
declined remarkably de-
spite high increase in
coal production.

New Delhi, Dec 14: 

India can scale up its mer-
chandise exports to G20 na-
tions to USD 500 billion by
2030 from the current USD
212 billion and significantly
reduce trade deficit, indus-
try body PHDCCI said. As
the fastest growing econo-
my in the G20 nations, India
will play a significant role to
convert uncertainties into
opportunities, it added.
"India's Presidency would be
impactful for bringing sta-
bility at the most crucial
juncture of geo-political
conflicts, high inflation and
slowing economic growth,"
said PHDCCI President
Saket Dalmia.

The prospects for expan-
sion of exports with G20 are

immense and merchandise
shipments can be scaled up
from USD 212 billion in 2021-
22 to USD 500 billion by 2030,
he said. India's enhanced in-
tegration with G20 coun-
tries will reduce its trade
deficit with the grouping by
more than 50 per cent by
2030 from the current level
of USD 107 billion. At the
'Amrit Kaal' of India's 100
years of Independence,

Dalmia said the industry
body has identified 75 prod-
ucts which currently ac-
count for USD 175 billion
(around 40 per cent) in
India's total exports.

World imports of these
products comprise more
than USD 3,700 billion but
India's share in these items
is less than 5 per cent. As 50
per cent of India's exports
are to the G20 countries,
there is an immense poten-
tial to scale up shipments,
PHDCCI said. It further said
India has signed 13 free
trade agreements (FTAs)
and 6 preferential trade
agreements (PTAs) with
various countries, of which
only 3 FTAs are with the G20
nations (Australia, Japan
and Republic of Korea).

Rupee rises 15 paise to close
at 82.45 against US dollar

India’s exports to G20 can more than double
to USD 500 bn by 2030, says PHDCCI

Safety top priority
in coal sector: Joshi

Ranveer 
protects a
child in a
crowd of 

thousands,
wins hearts!

Superstar Ranveer Singh is one
of the purest souls in the film

industry. His kind and affectionate
nature is widely talked about and
makes him a favourite among fans.

While promoting his upcoming
comedy entertainer Cirkus at the
Malad Masti event in the suburbs
of Mumbai, Ranveer noticed a
small child crying and getting
pushed in the crowd. Noticing his
plight, Ranveer picked the kid up
to protect him from the chaos. He
then carried the child and made
sure he safely got back to his custo-
dians.

A video of the gesture is win-
ning hearts on social media.
"Ranveer is such a good soul that
my heart can't handle. " Such
a gem!," wrote a fan club.

"Awww wowww that's so
sweet of you yaar Super Star
RS. Love you hero," another user
commented.

Global Icon Ranveer Singh is
hugely popular among kids and is
often seen interacting and having
fun with them at events.

P
ia Bajpiee, who is better known
for her work for South Indian cin-
ema, talks about her eating habits

and workout schedule that help her
maintain a proper figure and stay fit.

Talking about her diet, Pia said in a
conversation with IANS: "I am a hard-
core vegetarian and I am blessed with a
great dietitian who helps me regulate
my intake according to my feasibility
and keeps me hooked on a simple yet
practical diet.

"I have two options for each meal, one
to follow if I'm at home and the other if
I'm ever out. This makes it really easy
to keep steady. I eat only healthy, home
cooked meals and avoid junk food alto-

gether." Sharing a little bit about her
workout patterns, she said: "Different
workouts work for different people and
it took me a little time to understand
that for me heavy weight training has
always made me look muscular which
is not the look I'm going for. So what
suits me is crossfit training with cardio
and functional training."

Pia wraps up with a piece of advice
for her fans: "Will power is the most im-
portant element in any weight-loss and
if that is missing, no diet or workout
will work because being steady and de-
termined on a task requires a lot of ef-
fort and control over your eating
habits."

P
atralekhaa has had her hands full in 2022.
The versatile actress was busy shoot-
ing for 4 projects all, in the cur-

rent year. Patralekha shall be seen
in four uniquely distinct charac-
ters in 'Aar ya Paar,' a
thriller for Disney+
Hotstar, Amazon
Prime's 'Gulkand
Tales' and an unti-
tled dramedy by
Luv Ranjan and
another unti-
tled starring
along with
M a a n v i
Gagroo.

Patralekhaa
adds, "2022
was indeed a
fulfilling one. I have
thoroughly enjoyed playing
four diverse characters. It was
an enriching experience and I
am really thrilled for the au-
diences to witness different
facets of my personality re-
flected in these characters.
Looking forward to 2023
with love, light and hope."

Patralekhaa has been
busy shooting for a couple of
more projects. While 'Aar
Ya Paar' shall be released by
the end of this year, the
other three projects are slat-
ed to be released early next
year.

Ram Charan
to Rajamouli:
‘Can’t wait to

see you 
conquer

world 
cinema’

'R
RR' star, Ram
Charan con-
gratulated di-

rector S.S. Rajamouli
on the movie bagging
two Golden Globe
nominations. This was
the second collabora-
tion between the duo
after 'Magadheera'
which was also a block-
buster hit.

Taking to his social
media handle, Ram
Charan tweeted: "What a
proud moment @ssra-
jamouli garu!

Can't wait to see you con-
quer world cinema.
Honoured that #RRRMovie
bagged the Best Non-
English Language Film
and the Best Original Song
nominations at the @gold-
englobes awards!
Congratulations team
RRR!!" The Golden Globe
nominations were the lat-
est global acknowledge-
ments of the cinematic
magic that Rajamouli has
unleashed. Earlier in the
day, Jr NTR, who starred
along with Ram Charan
in 'RRR', had congratu-
lated Rajamouli, as
did his 'Baahubali'
star, Prabhas.

ACROSS

1. Brim

5. Winter coat

10. Walk through water

14. Pack tightly

15. Foretelling signs

16. Diva's forte

17. Abode

18. Low traffic road (2 wds.)

20. Wagner works

22. Visionary

23. Mature

24. Still snoozing

26. Motive

28. Southern beauty

31. Makes happy

34. Corosive substances

35. Donate

36. Retain

40. Tax inits.

41. Carrying a weapon

42. Keanu Reeves role

43. Hawaiian cookout

45. Poetic contraction

46. The Devil

48. Most pleasing

50. Inclined

51. In abundance

54. Ticket part

56. Great anger

57. Nordic capital

60. Simpletons

64. Indiana Jones, e.g.

67. Implement

68. Yule song

69. Overweight

70. Poet ____ Pound

71. Difficult journey

72. Relaxes

73. Tenant's payment

DOWN

1. Canyon sound

2. Let fall

3. Amusement

4. Green gem

5. Sheriff's helpers

6. French friend

7. Cincinnati team

8. Leg hinge

9. Affirmed

10. Conflict

11. Locales

12. San ____

13. Dined

19. Lumber source

21. Fortas and Lincoln

25. Graduate's reward

27. Cigar residue

28. Release money
29. Light brown
30. ____ Marie Presley
32. Citrus fruits
33. Wards off
37. Aware of
38. Slim
39. Completed
41. Forefather
44. Pedro's "one"
46. Tater
47. Judge
49. Steel ingredient
51. Huge
52. Zeal
53. Embankment
55. Becomes weary
58. Grease
59. Mine products
61. Leak
62. Ripped
63. Mattress support
65. Lodge member
66. NJ time zone
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Patralekhaa is
all set to charm

audiences in
‘Aar Ya Paar’

W
atcho, one of India's
fastest-growing OTT plat-
forms, has announced the

premiere of 'Aarop', a heartbreak-
ing crime thriller series. This
edge-of-the-seat crime thriller is
written and directed by Subhash
Jangid and Vinay Bhola. The 10
episodes web series is available in
the Hindi language. The series is
packed with mystery, suspense,
drama, and thrill, which results in
a recipe that makes it absolutely
gripping for the viewers.

'Aarop' is a powerful, character-
driven crime thriller set in con-
temporary India. It revolves
around two cops, Anuraag and
Shantanu, who successfully appre-
hend a local goon, Jethiya, but the
mounting political pressures force
them to fight against each other.
The turn of events will take view-
ers through strange and intrigu-

ing scenarios with every episode.
The show also features an ensem-
ble of the cast including Ram
Mehar, Akansha Juneja, Raj Singh
Verma, Muskkan Sayed, Vikas
Mehta, Mukesh Musafir,
Chandrani Baidya, Hiten Tank,
Supriya Priyadarshani, Alka
Chatwal. Commenting on the
launch, Sukhpreet Singh,
Corporate Head – Marketing,
DishTV & WATCHO, Dish TV
India Ltd. said, " Watcho endeav-
ors to keep our viewers engaged
with interesting content across
varied genres. 'Aarop' is one such
story with a gripping plot and out-
standing performances by actors
that make the story even more re-
alistic. With the premiere of
'Aarop' we try to further strength-
en our programming slate and
viewing experience of our Watcho
family.”

‘Aarop’, a crime thriller to get
your adrenaline rushing

Pia Bajpiee: Willpower is
the most important part

of a weight-loss plan

Fans of Rishab Shetty of
'Kantara' fame are celebrat-

ing the fact that the actor-direc-
tor-writer is now preparing for
the sleeper-hit film's sequel.
Though there has been no offi-
cial statement from Shetty
about his plans, a 'Daiva
Nartaka' has revealed the news.
According to the 'Daiva
Nartaka', Umesh Gandhakadu,
Shetty had sought divine per-
mission to take up the 'Kantara'
sequel. And he added: "The local
god has given his consent."
The 'Daiva Nartaka' said:
"Rishab Shetty asked us to carry
out Panjurli (a local diety) seva
in Mangaluru. I have done the
seva in the Madivalabettu tem-
ple located at Bandale."

Rishab Shetty seeks divine
permission for ‘Kantara’

sequel and gets it
Shreya Ghoshal has

shared her experience
of working with Sanjay
Leela Bhansali for
'Sukoon'. The second song
from the album, 'Tujhe
Bhi Chand' sung by
Shreya, is out and she
says that it is a tribute to
doctors and healthcare
workers, who worked day
and night during the pan-
demic.

She said: "Working
with SLB Sir is a differ-
ent and memorable expe-
rience. Every project
with him is a new learn-
ing. The album 'Sukoon'
is another masterpiece
by him and I'm glad I got
the opportunity to work

with him on 2 of the
songs from the album(
'Tujhe Bhi Chand' and
'Qaraar')."

'Tujhe Bhi Chand' de-
picts the story of two doc-
tors working day and
night for the patients dur-
ing the pandemic lock-
down. And it shows how
they both slowly start lik-
ing each other and the
more interesting aspect
is that because of the
masks they never see
each other's face but still
care for each other.

Directed by Dheer
Momaya. Sung by Shreya
Ghoshal, the video fea-
tures Zoya Hussain and
Armaan Ralhan.

Shreya Ghoshal says ‘Tujhe Bhi Chand’
is a tribute to frontline health workers
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Lusail (Qatar), Dec 14 (AP):

Lionel Messi bent over,
clutched his left ham-
string and appeared to gri-
mace, immediately
spreading panic through
the soccer world but espe-
cially among all
Argentines. Was their su-
perstar their idol injured?
Was he going to have to
come off early in the
World Cup semifinals? No
such luck for Croatia.

Before long, Messi was
producing perhaps the
best performance of his
record-tying 25 appear-
ances at the World Cup,
leading Argentina to a 3-0
victory over Croatia on
Tuesday that set up a
meeting with either
France or Morocco in
Sunday's final.

Messi is back in soccer's
biggest match on his mis-
sion to win the game's
greatest prize for the first
time. At 35, he could hard-
ly be playing any better.

Messi converted a
penalty and played a part
in the other two goals by
Juli n lvarez one with an
outrageous piece of skill
that brought roars of ap-
proval from Argentina's
huge following to turn an
initially tense occasion
into a procession.

"A lot is going through
my head it's very emotion-
al seeing all of this,"
Messi said in a post-match
interview on the field as
he looked up at
Argentina's celebrating,
scarf-waving supporters.
"To see the fans the family'
during the whole tourna-

ment was so incredible.
We're going to the final,
which is what we want-
ed."

It will be Messi's second
World Cup final
Argentina lost the other
one to Germany in 2014 in
what might be his last ap-
pearance at the tourna-
ment.

The stage is set for a
player widely regarded as
one of the game's best, if
not the absolute best, to go
out on the ultimate high.
He is thrilling his legion
of fans along the way.

His swivel and driving
run to set up the third goal
for lvarez in the 69th
minute left Josko
Gvardiol one of the best
defenders at the World
Cup grasping at thin air
and epitomized Messi's
confidence and swagger.

He is embracing the re-

sponsibility of leading
Argentina to its third
World Cup title, scoring in
five of his six games in
Qatar.

He even had a penalty
saved in the one game in
which he didn't score.

"I am honored to train
him and see him play,"
said Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni, who was
in tears in the post-match
celebrations. "Every time
you see him play, it's a
huge source of motivation
for his teammates, fans
and the whole world."

Croatia failed in its bid
to reach a second straight
World Cup final after con-
ceding two goals in a five-
minute span from the
34th, just when the team
was looking comfortable
at Lusail Stadium and
Messi was raising con-
cerns by rubbing his ham-

string. Maybe it was a
ruse. Messi was soon toy-
ing with his opponents in
a way only he can and put
Argentina ahead by lifting
his penalty into the top
corner after lvarez was
taken out by Dominik
Livakovic after clipping
the ball past the Croatia
goalkeeper.

lvarez scored himself
in the 39th after a surging
run from halfway, which
started after he collected
Messi's short pass. Then
came the crowning mo-
ment, lvarez's second goal,
after Messi took Gvardiol
for a ride in the right cor-
ner. It was one game too
far for Croatia, which had
beaten Japan and Brazil
on penalties in the knock-
out stage, and star mid-
fielder Luka Modric, who
at 37 has likely played his
final World Cup match.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI):

When Lionel Messi,
with his moist eyes, stares
towards nothingness, he
can stop the world around
you. When he gets agitat-
ed and argues with a refer-
ee, you too get angry.

And when you see him
running circles around
the best in the world and
then make them chase
shadows like he did with
defender Josko Gvardiol
on Tuesday night in Doha,
the world seemed a better
place.

You are jumping with
joy. Some would have
woken up their loved ones
from deep slumber to
share the excitement.

You can win every tro-
phy in the world but FIFA
World Cup is special. Pele
touched it thrice,
Maradona too got a
chance to caress the hands
that held the 'Golden
Globe'.

And If Messi now miss-
es this chance, it would be
a chapter unfinished in
pages of football history.

In his fifth and last
World Cup, Messi, just like
global cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar, badly wants to
lay his hands on the tro-
phy.

Tendulkar lifted the
Blue Riband trophy in his
sixth and last global ap-
pearance in 2011 in
Mumbai.

Can Sunday bring that
Tendulkar moment for
Messi and Argentina?
Tendulkar lived his dream
and there are millions
who would pray that it
happens for Messi too.

"I have seen God walk

on earth. All I want now is
to see Messi lifting the
World Cup. I wouldn't have
any regrets in my life if I
don't watch any sport
after that day. But Man,
Messi, should win. Think
of it, what a memorable
moment it would be one
last time for the
Albicelestes," Deepto Roy,
a Mumbai based lawyer,
who is Doha to watch
semi-finals and final told
PTI. "Being an Indian and
also someone who

watched that cricket
World Cup final in
Mumbai, Messi gives you
that Sachin Tendulkar
like feeling. It seems the
entire world wants to see
Messi lift that World Cup.
We hear about fairy tales
and I want to live this
fairy tale on Sunday
night," Deepto said.

For Indian fans,
Argentina and Diego
Maradona entered their
lives permanently in 1986
when Doordarshan start-

ed airing the FIFA World
Cup matches from the sec-
ond round.

Even in those pre-inter-
net days when social
media wasn't even an idea,
Maradona's skills united
the Bengalis, Malayalis
and the Goans, the three
football mad states in
India.

"Messi belongs to
Barcelona as much as to
Argentina. But there is a
social context associated
with the mad Argentina
fandom especially in
Kolkata and Kochi.
Bengalis and Malayalis
are lovers of art and in
Maradona, they found an
artist they had never seen
in their lives.

"There is a generation
which actually watches
football only once in four
years but Maradona made
them fall in love with
Argentina football team
and Messi.

"So Messi and Argentina
became a sentimental con-
nect for many who aren't
even following Messi in
PSG these days. But one
must admit, as an Indian,
the 2011 World Cup seemed
like everything about SRT
and you get the same feel-
ing for Messi," Dwaipayan
Chatterjee, an avid club
football watcher said.

Strange as it might feel
but Julian Alvarez is no
less a hero in Argentina's
semi-final win and that 40-
metre down-the-middle
run is one for the keeps.
But that second goal of his
won't be talked about. He
scored another goal, the
third one which will be
talked about but not be-
cause of him.

‘Messi’ah of Millions: Indian fans wait
for Messi’s ‘2011 Tendulkar moment’

Argentina beat Croatia 3-0
to reach World Cup final

Argentina's players celebrate after defeating Croatia 3-0 in the Qatar 2022 World Cup football 
semi-final match between Argentina and Croatia at Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Benoni, Dec 14 (PTI):

India have been clubbed
with hosts South Africa,
Scotland and UAE in
group D of the inaugural
under-19 Women's T20
World Cup scheduled to be
held from January 14-29.

Eleven full member na-
tions gained automatic
entry, while Scotland,
UAE, USA joined World
Cup debutants Indonesia
and Rwanda in the tourna-
ment that will witness 41
matches played across
four venues in Benoni and
Potchefstroom.

Heavyweights Australia
find themselves in group
A along with Bangladesh,
Sri Lanka and USA. Group
B features England,
Pakistan, Rwanda and
Zimbabwe. New Zealand,
Ireland, Indonesia and the
West Indies complete the
group C. The toppers from
each group will make the
semi-finals.

Both semis and final
will be held at JB Marks
Oval in Potchefstroom and
entry to all the matches of

the tournament will be
"free of charge", the ICC
said in a statement. The
tournament will be fol-
lowed by the T20 World
Cup in Cape Town, Paarl
and Gqeberha beginning
on February 10.

"To host one ICC event

in a year is cause for great
celebration, but to claim
two in such quick succes-
sion is beyond our wildest
dreams," tournament di-
rector Sivuyile
Mqingwana said during
the launch event here on
Wednesday.

India clubbed with hosts South
Africa in U-19 Women’s World Cup

Chattogram, Dec 14 (PTI):

Cheteshwar Pujara in-
jected a fresh lease of life
into his uncertain interna-
tional future with a dogged
90 while Shreyas Iyer en-
joyed a reprieve to remain
unbeaten on 82 in India's
underwhelming opening
day score of 278/6 against
Bangladesh in the first
Test.

Pujara missed out on a
Test hundred as he was
bowled neck and crop by a
beauty from left-arm spin-
ner Taijul Islam (3/84) but
not before seeing India out
of danger with a 149-run
fifth-wicket stand with Iyer.

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
(2/71) dismissed Axar Patel
off the last delivery of the
day to wrest the initiative
back for the hosts who
would like to restrict India
around a total of 300 runs
on a track that wasn't bad
for batting.

Credit should also be
given to Rishabh Pant (46
off 45 balls) whose counter-
attacking knock was of im-
mense value as he was the
first one to hold the opposi-

tion by the scruff of its
neck after skipper KL
Rahul (22), Shubman Gill
(20) and Virat Kohli (1)
were dismissed cheaply
within the first 90 minutes
of play. Till Pant was at the
crease, it seemed like he
was batting on a different
track.

Honours were shared on
the opening day with Islam
emerging as the hero for
Bangladesh and showing
he has the potential to
come out of the shadows of
his more illustrious skip-
per Shakib Al Hasan.

He bowled a couple of
classical left-arm spinner's
deliveries to get rid of
Kohli in the first hour and
Pujara in the final half
hour to negate the advan-
tage that India had gained

after the fall of three wick-
ets.

In case of Kohli, he
tossed it up and bowled a
fuller length as the batter
went on the back-foot. The
ball turned enough to hit
him on the back-pad.

If Kohli ended up being
plumb in front on the back-
foot, Pujara presented a
dead defence on the front-
foot and saw the ball beat
the outside edge of his bat
to hit the off-stick.

Iyer, for one, was lucky
when he was beaten
through the gate by Ebadot
Hossain and the ball hit the
stumps with the bail being
disturbed from its groove
but didn't fall.

While Pujara had 11
fours to his credit, Iyer has
10 hits to the fence so far.
But overall, the batting per-
formance left a lot to be de-
sired.

It was Pant who showed
the much-needed aggres-
sion, hitting six fours and
two sixes in his knock as he
along with Pujara (42 not
out) added 64 runs after
India were reduced to 48
for 3 in the 20th over.

Pujara, Iyer take India to 278/6 against Bangladesh

India's Shreyas Iyer (R) and
Cheteshwar Pujara run

between the wickets during
the first day of the first

cricket Test match between
Bangladesh and India at the

Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury
Stadium in Chittagong on

December 14.

Porvorim, Dec 14:

Arjun Tendulkar scored his
maiden first-class century on
his Ranji Trophy debut on
Wednesday and emulated his
father, the legendary Sachin
Tendulkar. The 23-year-old,
representing Goa, smashed a
century off 177 balls on Day 2
of his team's Ranji Trophy tie
against Rajasthan in
Porvorim. Coincidentally, it
was in December of 1988 – 34
years ago – that Sachin had
scored a 100 on his Ranji
Trophy debut as well.
Arjun, who resumed batting
on 4 from the No. 7 position,
added a 200-run partnership
with fellow centurion Suyash
Prabhudesai. At the end of
140 overs, Goa had piled 410
runs with Arjun batting on
112 having struck 15 fours
and two sixes. Arjun, who

had previous played white-
ball cricket for Mumbai,
switched to Goa earlier this
year to explore more oppor-
tunities.

Arjun emulates father Sachin
Tendulkar’s historic feat

London, Dec 14 (PTI):

Former England cap-
tain Andrew Flintoff has
been airlifted to a hospital
after suffering a horror
car crash in Surrey while
filming an episode for
BBC's TV Show.

The 45-year-old was film-
ing for 'Top Gear' in icy
conditions at Dunsfold
Park Aerodrome in Surrey
on Tuesday when the acci-
dent happened.

"Freddie (Flintoff) was
injured in an accident at

the Top Gear test track
this morning - with crew
medics attending the
scene immediately," the
BBC said in a statement.

"He has been taken to
hospital for further treat-
ment and we will confirm
more details in due
course."

According to 'The Sun',
Flintoff's injuries are not
"life-threatening" and he
was "driving on the track
as normal" and was not
going at a high speed.

"All the usual health
and safety measures were
in place for filming too," a
source was quoted as say-
ing by 'The Sun'.

"Freddie was taken to
hospital by air ambulance
shortly afterwards.

"Filming has been post-
poned for now and all any-
one cares about is Freddie
recovering."

Former England cricketer Flintoff
hurt in Top Gear accident

Dubai, Dec 14 (PTI):

Star India batter Virat
Kohli has moved up two
rungs to the eighth posi-
tion, while young opener
Ishan Kishan rocketed 117
spots to 37th place in the
latest ICC rankings re-
leased on Wednesday.

Kohli has been rewared
for scoring his first ODI
hundred in more than
three years in a match
against Bangladesh re-
cently, while Kishan made
huge gains following his
fastest ODI double-century
in the same match.

The former India cap-
tain had scored a 91-ball
113 in the third and final
ODI against Bangladesh in
Chattogram on Saturday.
It was his first hundred in
the 50-over format since
August, 2019.

Left-handed opener

Kishan, on the other hand,
had slammed a record-
breaking 210 off 131 balls.

Shreyas Iyer too ad-
vanced from 20th to 15th in
the batting chart following
his score of 82 in the sec-
ond match of the series in
Dhaka.

Among bowlers, Indian
pacer Mohammad Siraj
gained four places to 22nd
in the ODI ranking for
India, while Bangladesh
spin allrounder Shakib al
Hasan was up one place to
eighth.

Bangladesh's Mehidy
Hasan Miraz has moved
up three places to third in
the all-rounders' list.

ODI rankings: Kohli moves to eighth,
Kishan jumps 117 places to 37

Gangtok, Dec 14 (PTI):

Sixteen-year-old Manipur
medium pacer Pheiroijam
Singh on Wednesday became
the fourth Indian to grab nine
wickets on first-class debut in
their Ranji Trophy plate group
match against Sikkim at
Rangpo near here.
The teenager who returned
with figures of 22-5-69-9 to join
an elite list that has Vasant
Ranjane (9/35, 1956-57),
Amarjith Singh (9/45, 1971-72)
and Sanjay Yadav (9/52, 2019-
20), all of whom have claimed
nine wickets on their first-class
debut. Manipur bowled out
Sikkim for 220. It was the 10th
best in he first-class cricket
history and the fourth best by
an Indian on debut. It was a
one-way traffic for Pheiroijam
who triggered the collapse on

the second day as Sikkim con-
tinued to lose wickets from
being 58 for no loss overnight.
He nearly became the first
Indian to take all 10 wickets on
first-class debut but it was Rex
Rajkumar who dismissed
Anwesh Sharma (39) to fold
Sikkim's innings in 73.1 overs.
Pheiroijam, albeit, played a role
in the dismissal -- by taking the
catch of Sharma.
Englishman Albert Moss (10/38
in 1889-90) and Fitz Hinds
(10/36; 1900-01) are the only
two in the history of cricket to
bowl all 10 wickets in an
innings on first-class debut.
Sikkim however had the upper
hand and took a slender first
innings lead and reduced
Manipur to 59/4 at stumps on
day two. Overall, Manipur lead
by just 25 runs with six wickets
intact.

Manipur 16-year-old
becomes fourth Indian to

take nine wickets on debut Shimla, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Ice skating, the major
winter attraction of
Himachal Pradesh's state
capital Shimla commenced
on Wednesday at the Asia's
biggest natural rink locat-
ed near Lakkar Bazaar
here, an official said.
Skating enthusiasts con-
verged at the rink braving
morning chill to enjoy the
thrill of sliding on thin lay-
ers of ice.

"Skating makes me
happy and I am enjoying"
said nine-year-old Aayan, a
student of class V in St
Thomas School, among 16
kids taking to the rink in
the first session. "I was ea-
gerly waiting for ice skat-
ing to start and enjoyed the
first session", said 21 year
old Joannt Tatung, skating

for the past 16 years. "It is a
tough task to get up early in
the morning but when it
comes to skating, we are all
out before time,'' she added.

Clear sky during the win-
ter with minimum temper-
atures staying below 4 to 5

degrees Celsius is most
conducive for freezing of
ice. The trial was success-
fully done yesterday and
today officially the ice skat-
ing has begun, said
Organising Secretary of
the Shimla Ice Skating

Club, Pankaj Prabhakar.
Last year, the session start-
ed on December 16 and a
total of 52 sessions were
witnessed but this year,"we
were hoping to start early
as temperatures were
favourable since December
4, However, it got delayed
by almost two weeks as the
ground was sinking from
one side and levelling the
ground took time.

Moreover, Barracks put
at the Rivoli bus stand have
stopped the cold breeze, he
said. The ice is thin and the
skaters would only have 80
per cent of the rink which
is equal to size of five ten-
nis courts (58 mts X 30 mts)
as construction material
for building the Lift from
Lakkar Bazar to Mall Road
under Shimla Smart City
Mission, at the entry of the

rink is lying on the ground,
he told the PTI. The skating
Carnival with events like
ice dance, Fancy dress, Tug
of war and ice hockey
match would be organized
on December 25-26 and
Gymkhana (races and
sports competitions) in
the first week of
January 2023, said an of-
ficial of the Club.

The subscription for
full session for seniors
and juniors (under 16) is
Rs 3,000 and Rs 1,800 re-
spectively. The rush
would pick up after clos-
ing of schools and about
200 persons are expected
to participate this year,
he added. The shrinking
ice-skating season has
been a cause of serious
concern as it was a
major winter attraction

for the locals as well as
tourists. The ice-skating
which normally starts in
the last week of November
or first week of December
was stretched to December
14 this year.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Parliament on
Wednesday passed a bill to
rename the New Delhi
International Arbitration
Centre as the India
International Arbitration
Centre. The Rajya Sabha
passed the New Delhi
International Arbitration
Centre (Amendment) Bill,
2022, which was piloted by
Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju in the house on
Wednesday.

The Lok Sabha has al-
ready passed the bill on
August 2022, which ex-
pands this to include the
conduct of other forms of
alternative dispute resolu-
tion besides arbitration.

While replying to the de-
bate, Rijiju in the Upper
House said this bill will
help India emerge as an at-
tractive destination for ar-
bitration at the global

level. "India is still not a
hub for arbitration, while
small countries and cities
have emerged as major
centres for arbitration,"
the minister said.

He assured the mem-
bers saying that with the
steps being taken by the
Modi government, India
would emerge as an arbi-
tration centre in the com-
ing years.

"This amendment has
been brought with that ap-
proach," he said, adding
presently people prefer
places such as Singapore,
London and Hong Kong
for arbitration but after
this initiative, there would
be changes.

The country is emerging
as an economic power and
along with that India will
also attract the global busi-
ness community for arbi-
tration, Rijiju said.

"We can provide arbitra-

tion awards at more af-
fordable charges in com-
parative to those centres,"
he said, adding that the
government wants to start
work in this direction as
soon as possible.

He also rejected the alle-
gations that the govern-
ment has brought this bill
and procedure under the
pressure of the World
Bank and said, "It is the
government's considered
opinion and decision to
bring this bill."

While replying to a
query over the name
change, Rijiju said impor-
tant cities in India such as
Mumbai and Kolkata have
their own arbitration cen-
tres. "Even in Delhi, anoth-
er body Delhi Arbitration
Centre (DAC) is function-
ing". "It will not be good to
have two arbitration cen-
tres having the same name
of Delhi," he reasoned.

Parl passes bill to rename
arbitration centre
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Delegates watch the film Nanpakal Nerathu Mayakkam during the 27th International Film Festival of Kerala, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday.

INT’L FILM FEST

Saints from Swaminarayan sect during inauguration ceremony of month-long 'Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Centenary' celebrations, on the outskirts of Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

‘No coercive action against CBI 
officers in Birbhum custodial death’

Kolkata, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The Calcutta High
Court on Wednesday
directed the West
Bengal CID not to
take any coercive ac-
tion against CBI offi-
cers named in a po-

lice case filed in connec-
tion with the custodial
death of Lalan Sheikh, the
main accused in the
Rampurhat massacre.

Allowing the CID to con-
tinue its probe on the FIR
lodged by Lalan's wife
Reshma Bibi, Justice Jay
Sengupta directed that the
investigation, especially
the recording of state-
ments and seizures, be
videographed.

The court, on a prayer by

the CBI, directed the CID
not to take any coercive ac-
tion against the central
agency's officers till fur-
ther orders. Justice
Sengupta also directed that
no final report in the inves-
tigation will be submitted
by the CID without the
leave of this court.

The court noted that the
post-mortem report of
Lalan's body states "violent
mechanical asphyxia" as
the cause of the death. It
also mentions ligature
marks and bruises on the
body.

Lalan, the main accused
in the killing of 10 people
in Rampurhat's Bogtui vil-
lage, was arrested by the
CBI on December 3 and
was in its custody for ques-

tioning on the orders of a
local court.

He was found hanging in
the washroom of the CBI
camp office in Rampurhat
on Monday. The CBI
claimed that he died by sui-
cide. In her complaint filed
with the Rampurhat police
station in Birbhum dis-
trict, Lalan's wife alleged
that her husband was mur-
dered, and she named sev-
eral CBI officers.

The court held that she
must be heard in the CBI's
application for transfer of
the case to NHRC's director
general or to the CBI itself.
The court said that she be
given a notice to be repre-
sented on Wednesday when
the matter will be taken up
for hearing again.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

A leading private hospi-
tal here formally
launched a state-of-the-art
integrated robotic system
for spine surgery on
Wednesday and claimed
that it was the "most ad-
vanced" system in India.
The technology used in
the system unveiled at an
event here utilises "artifi-
cial intelligence to visu-
alise spinal anatomy dur-
ing complex surgeries".

BLK-Max Super
Specialty Hospital, part of
the Max Healthcare
group, claimed that this
was "India's most ad-
vanced integrated robotic
system for spine surgery".

"The integrated spinal
robot is programmed to
navigate spinal surgeries.
Additionally, this is the

only robotic system that
combines surgical naviga-
tion and robotic guidance
for spinal surgery, which
offers significant advan-
tages to spine surgeons,"
the hospital said in a
statement.

"We started this jour-
ney in 2019, when we were
convinced that we needed
to acquire this spinal ro-
botics, because this is the
future for having safer,
more precise and more ac-
curate spinal surgeries.

"It is a technology in
evolution," Dr Puneet
Girdhar, senior director
and head of orthopaedic
spine surgery at the hos-
pital told PTI. But, then
the COVID-19 pandemic
outbreak happened and
the plan to acquire this
system got derailed, he
said.

"Finally in 2022 a few
months ago, we acquired
not just the most ad-

vanced such system, but
the fastest one on the
planet. And, 10 surgeries
have been conducted
using it in the past couple
of months using this new-
age Globus ExcelsiusGPS
robotic navigation plat-
form," Girdhar said. The
analysis for all these ten
patients show that accura-
cy has been "100 per cent"
and "bull's eye for all the
44 screws placed" during
the surgeries, he claimed.

Two of his patients, in-
cluding 71-year-old Bharat
Bhushan Kamra, a retired
gazetted officer and a
trained classical singer
suffering from severe
back pain and compres-
sion of spinal nerve and
difficulty in walking be-
fore the operation, and
who underwent surgeries
in the last month with the
use of this technology
shared their experiences
during the event on stage.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

Three-year undergradu-
ate courses will not be dis-
continued till the four-year
undergraduate programme
is fully implemented,
University Grants
Commission Chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar said. The
new credit and curriculum
framework for undergradu-
ate courses was announced
earlier this week and it de-
fines Honours degree
courses as a four-year pro-
gramme.

However, Kumar clari-
fied that universities can
choose between the three
and four year pro-
grammes. "It is left to the

universities," he said in an
interview with PTI on
Wednesday. He was asked
whether it is mandatory
for universities to migrate
to the four-year pattern for
Honours degrees. The

University Grants
Commission (UGC) chair-
man also said candidates
with four-year undergrad-
uate degrees can directly
pursue Ph.D and they will
not require a Master's de-
gree. Describing the bene-
fits of the four-year under-
graduate programme
(FYUP), Kumar said, "The
first advantage is that they
do not have to do a
Master's degree to join a
Ph.D programme. They
can also take a single or
double major to gain a
deeper knowledge of a
given discipline."

"Since multidisciplinary
courses, ability enhance-
ment courses, skill en-

hancement courses, value-
added courses, and intern-
ships are embedded in the
FYUP, it will enhance the
opportunities for students
to take up employment or
go for higher studies," he
said.

The UGC on Monday no-
tified the curriculum and
credit framework for un-
dergraduate programmes
which will provide stu-
dents with multiple options
for entry and exit, a choice
between single major and
double major and interdis-
ciplinary choices of sub-
jects. The framework has
been developed by revising
the existing Choice Based
Credit System.
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CGP at Air
Force Academy

on Dec 17
HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  DDeecc  1144  ((PPTTII))::  A
Combined Graduation
Parade (CGP) will be held at
Air Force Academy in
Dundigal near here on
December 17 to mark the
successful completion of the
pre-commissioning training
of Flight Cadets of various
branches of the Indian Air
Force. Air Chief Marshal
Shaikh Abdul Hannan, Chief
of the Air Staff, Bangladesh
Air Force would be the Chief
Guest and Reviewing Officer
(RO) of the CGP, a Defence
release said on Wednesday. 

It is the first instance
where a foreign Service
Chief would be reviewing the
CGP, it said. During the cere-
mony, Hannan will confer
the "President's
Commission" to the graduat-
ing trainees. The ceremony
includes the presentation of
Wings' and Brevets' to the
Flight Cadets who would be
successfully completing
Flying and Navigation
Training respectively.

MADRAS HC OBSERVATION

‘Property given
cannot be taken
back by parents’

Chennai, Dec 14 (PTI):
The property transferred
by the elderly cannot be
taken back under the
Maintenance and Welfare
of Parents and Senior
Citizens Act, if the trans-
fer documents do not con-
tain the clause imposing
the condition that the re-
cipient(s) should look after
the giver, the Madras High
Court has ruled.

There are two essential
pre-conditions for seeking
a declaration of the prop-
erty transfer as null and
void under Section 23 of
the Act. The first condi-
tion is that the transfer
document should have
been executed after the
Act came into force.

COURT DIRECTIVES

‘Children with 
disabilities entitled
to basic facilities’ 

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI):
Taking note of the prob-
lems faced by a student
with visual impairment,
the Delhi High Court has
said children with disabili-
ties should be provided
free uniforms and comput-
er and transportation fee
waiver to ensure they are
not deprived of proper ed-
ucation at government-
run Kendriya Vidyalayas.

The court ordered these
benefits to be extended to
the child studying in class
6 at Kendriya Vidyalaya in
Noida, observing these are
"basic facilities" for such
children covered under
the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016.

The court passed the di-
rections on the petition by
the child who suffers more
than 75 per cent visual im-
pairment. His petition
said his father being a
daily wager cannot afford
to fund his education.
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‘3-year UG courses to continue till
4-year prog fully implemented’

M Jagadesh Kumar

Ice skating begins in Shimla

People skate at an ice skating rink, at Lakkar Bazar in Shimla.

New Delhi, Dec 14 (PTI): 

The father of the 17-
year-old acid attack vic-
tim says he has no clue
who could have done
such a thing and insists
his daughter never com-
plained about any ha-
rassment. Minutes after
she left her west Delhi
home to go to school with
her sister, the girl was at-
tacked with acid by two
masked bike-borne men.

Her sister rushed back
home to inform her par-
ents about the incident,
while some shopkeepers
helped her wash off the
acid with milk.

Waiting outside the
burns ward of

Safdarjung Hospital
where she is undergoing
treatment, her father
told reporters that her
sister was with her at the
time and they both were
going to school.

"My daughter left
home at 7.30 am. As soon
as she crossed the street,
she was attacked. The in-
cident happened within
six to seven minutes of
her leaving the house.
My youngest daughter
had gone along with her
and then came running
to us," he told reporters
here. Asked whether she
was being harassed or
stalked, he said she
never had any such com-
plaint.

ACID ATTACK VICTIM’S FATHER

‘I’ve have no idea
who could do this’ 

Hospital unveils state-of-the-art
integrated robotic system

̈ For spine surgery


