
New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Indian Army brave-
ly thwarted an attempt by
the Chinese PLA from
"unilaterally" changing the
status quo in the Yangtse
area of Arunachal
Pradesh's Tawang sector
on December 9, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said in Parliament on
Tuesday. There were no fa-
talities or serious injuries
to Indian troops in the scuf-
fle, he said.

In a suo motu statement
in Lok Sabha, Singh also
said Indian troops con-
fronted the attempt in a
"firm and resolute man-
ner", and Chinese person-
nel went back to their loca-
tions due to the timely in-

tervention of Indian com-
manders. He also made an
identical statement in
Rajya Sabha.

Singh's statement came a
day after the Indian Army
said troops from two sides
clashed along the Line of

Actual Control (LAC) in
the Tawang sector and the
face-off led to "minor in-
juries to a few personnel
from both sides".

"On December 9, PLA
troops tried to transgress
the LAC in the Yangtse
area of the Tawang sector
and unilaterally change
the status quo. The
Chinese attempt was con-
tested by our troops in a
firm and resolute manner,"
Singh said.

"The ensuing face off led
to a physical scuffle in
which the Indian Army
bravely prevented the PLA
from transgressing into
our territory and com-
pelled them to return to
their posts," he said.

Singh said the scuffle led
to injuries to a few person-
nel on both sides.

Tribute
PPuudduucchheerrrryy:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday paid rich tributes
to freedom fighter and
philosopher, Sri Aurobindo
on his 150th birth anniver-
sary, saying his life sym-
bolised the "Ek Bharat
Shrestha Bharat" concept.
Virtually addressing the
philosopher's anniversary
celebrations held here,
Modi also released a com-
memorative coin and
postage stamp to mark the
occasion.

Injured 
KKoollkkaattaa:: At least 17 chil-
dren were injured when
their school bus crashed
head-on with a truck in
West Bengal's North 24
Parganas district on
Tuesday, police said. The
incident happened on Taki
Road at Bishnupur in
Matia police station area,
around 40 km from
Kolkata, they said.

Torch 
CChhaattrraa:: A group of
Maoists struck at a road
construction site in a
forested area in Chatra
district, torched two
earthmovers and targeted
the labourers , a senior
police officer said. The
incident took place near
Karmahi forest, about 200
km from state capital
Ranchi, on Monday night.

Suspended 
KKaannppuurr:: Nine policemen
were suspended on
Tuesday after a suspect
died in police custody in
Kanpur Dehat district of
Uttar Pradesh, police
said. The deceased has
been identified as
Balwant Singh (27), a res-
ident of Saraiyya Lalpur
village, they said.
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An eagle flies on the South 
Block where Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh having a meeting
with three services chief on 

monitoring situation along LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh, at Vijay Chowk

in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice-President and
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday led the na-
tion in paying tributes to
those who laid down their
lives during the 2001
Parliament terrorist attack.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
and Parliamentarians
across the party lined up to
pay tributes to the martyrs
of the 2001 Parliament ter-
rorist attack.

Murmu said the nation
will always remain grateful
to the "valiant martyrs"
who laid down their lives in
the 2001 Parliament attack.
"The nation pays homage to
the valiant martyrs who
laid down their lives while

defending the Parliament
against terrorist attack on
this day in 2001. We will al-
ways remain grateful to the
bravehearts for their
courage and supreme sacri-
fice," the president tweeted.

Prime Minister Modi

also paid homage to the
bravehearts. "Paid homage
to those who were martyred
during the 2001 Parliament
attack. We will never forget
their service, bravery and
sacrifice," Modi tweeted.

After paying floral trib-

utes, Union Minister and
leader of the House in
Rajya Sabha Piyush Goyal
along with Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi were seen interacting
with Gandhi, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge and leader in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury. Twenty-one
years ago on December 13,
terrorists of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) attacked
the Parliament complex

and opened fire. Their at-
tempt to storm Parliament
House was foiled by person-
nel from Parliament
Security Service, CRPF and
Delhi Police.

The attack victims in-
cluded five Delhi police per-
sonnel, a woman Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) trooper, two
Parliament watch and ward
staff and a gardener. A jour-
nalist who was injured died
later. All five terrorists were
shot dead.

Baloda Bazaar, Dec 13: 

Skeletons of two leop-
ards were recovered by the
forest department in
Baloda Bazaar district of
Chhattisgarh, an official
said on Tuesday.

The skeletons were
found in a forest near Alda
village under Lawan area
of the district on Sunday,
said Mayank Agrawal, di-
visional forest officer
(DFO) of Baloda Bazaar.

A team of forest officials
rushed to the spot and re-
covered the bones of two
leopards, aged four to six
years, he said.

The remains were
around a month old and a
team of three doctors are
probing the deaths, the of-
ficial said. Preliminary in-
vestigations suggest that
the leopards may have
died in a fight, as there

was no sign of any move-
ment of villagers in the
area, he said.

Manendragarh, Dec 13:

Two persons were killed
and four injured when
their car caught fire after
hitting a roadside tree in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district, police
said on Tuesday.

The accident took place
at Belbahra village in the
district on Monday night,
an official said.

A car rammed into a
tree, after which a fire
broke out in the vehicle, he
said. The victims, car driv-
er Mohammad Khwaja
(34) and Pappu Rajwade
(31) died, while Ashok
Goswami, Gopi, Sandeep
Rajwade and Mustaq sus-
tained injuries and were
rushed to a local hospital,

the official said.
The victims, who were

residents of Surajpur dis-
trict, were travelling to
Kotma village, he said,
adding that an offence has
been registered in this re-
gard.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI): 

Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner M N Singh
has said underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim became a
"monster" because he was
given social recognition
and good people hob-
nobbed with him, and
maintained politicians use
criminals because they
think they have a hold over
society.

Singh said some officers
go rogue because of politi-
cal interference in the po-
lice force and termed the
2021 Antilia bomb scare
case, in which some
Mumbai cops were alleged-
ly involved, as a "shameful"
incident. The retired IPS
officer, who headed the
Mumbai police from May
2000 to December 2002, was

speaking at the launch of
journalist Jitendra Dixit's
book "Bombay After
Ayodhya" on Monday at the
Mumbai Press Club.

He minced no words
while talking about the
politician-underworld
nexus and the Antilia case
in which some Mumbai
cops were arrested.

Singh, who led an on-

slaught against the under-
world in Mumbai and su-
pervised the 1993 serial
blasts' investigation, rued
that many builders and
film producers kept gang-
sters on their payroll.

"Dawood Ibrahim be-
came a monster because he
was given social recogni-
tion. Good people hob-
nobbed with him. They felt
great being seen in his
company. Many builders
and film producers kept
gangsters on their payroll.

"Politicians use crimi-
nals because they think
they have a hold over socie-
ty. They can get votes. What
can the police do in this?
Politicians wake up only
when it comes to their
necks. Now I hear politi-
cians getting involved with
gangsters and are purchas-
ing property from them,"
the former top cop said.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Ministry of Culture
has decided to increase the
monthly pension amount
for artists aged 60 and above
from Rs 4,000 to Rs 6,000, a
parliamentary panel has
been informed.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and
Culture, in its latest report
tabled in Parliament on
Tuesday, said it was not sat-
isfied with the increase.

Earlier, the panel recom-
mended that the amount
needs to be reviewed and
"should be made respectable
for a person who has con-
tributed to the society and
country in continuing vari-
ous art forms." In its reply,

the ministry highlighted
the revised pension under
the Artists Pension Scheme
and Welfare Fund, the order
for which is yet to be issued.

"The committee is not sat-
isfied with the reason ad-
vanced by the ministry and
recommends that the min-
istry should be rather
proactive in such difficult
circumstances in providing
financial and medical sup-
port to artists who might be
struggling for their sur-
vival.

"The ministry should
take help from its zonal cul-
tural centres or the bankers
of the pensioners, besides
reaching to the beneficiar-
ies directly for providing
them with the financial sup-
port," the committee said.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday
opposed the bail pleas of
AAP's Vijay Nair and busi-
nessmen Sharath Reddy and
Abhishek Boinpally before a
court here in a money laun-
dering case related to the
Delhi Excise Policy scam
case in which Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia is
also an accused.

The ED urged Special
Judge M K Nagpal to dis-
miss the pleas filed by the
three accused in its reply to
their bail applications.

The agency told the court
that if granted the relief, the
accused may hamper with

the ongoing investigation
and also flee from justice.

The court posted the mat-
ter for the detailed argu-
ment on the bail petition of
Sarath Reddy for December
17, while it will hear the
pleas by Nair and Boinpally
on December 19.

The court will also hear
the bail application filed by
another co-accused Sameer
Mahendru on December 17,
while Binoy Babu's bail plea
will come up for hearing on
December 19.

All five accused are cur-
rently in judicial custody.

The ED had recently filed
its first prosecution com-
plaint (ED's equivalent to a
charge sheet) in the case.

‘Army thwarted Chinese attempt to change status quo’
̈ In Yangtse

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh speaks in the Rajya
Sabha during the ongoing

Winter Session of Parliament,
in New Delhi, Tuesday.

BBeeiijjiinngg:: China on Tuesday said the situation along the border with
India was "generally stable", days after the troops of the two coun-
tries clashed in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, resulting
in minor injuries to some soldiers on both sides. Hours after the
comments by the Chinese Foreign Ministry on the Sino-India border
situation, Senior Colonel Long Shaohua, spokesman of the Western
Theatre Command of the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA),
issued a statement, claiming that the clash on December 9 took
place when its troops on regular patrol on the Chinese side of the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) were blocked by Indian soldiers.

The Indian Air Force scrambled fighter jets last week following China's
increasing air activities on its side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, people familiar with the matter
said on Tuesday. The deployment of some aerial platforms including
drones by China in the region preceded the Chinese attempts on
December 9 to unilaterally change the status quo in the Yangtse area of
the Tawang sector, they said. The people said a number of Chinese drones
flew close to the LAC prompting the IAF to scramble the jets and increase
the overall combat readiness. They said the IAF has also stepped up its
overall surveillance in areas in view of the Chinese attempt of transgres-
sion on December 9, adding it follows standard operation procedures that
included scrambling of fighter jets in case of specific security concerns.

Sino-India border situation ‘generally stable’: China 

‘IAF closely monitoring situation along LAC’

Leaders pay tribute to
2001 Parl attack victims

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays homage to martyrs who lost
their lives in the 2001 Parliament attack on its 21st anniversary, at
Parliament House complex in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday said the nation will always
remain grateful to the "valiant martyrs" who laid down their lives in
the 2001 Parliament attack. Twenty-one years ago on December 13,
terrorists of the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) attacked the Parliament complex and opened fire, killing nine
people. "The nation pays homage to the valiant martyrs who laid down
their lives while defending the Parliament against terrorist attack on
this day in 2001. We will always remain grateful to the bravehearts for
their courage and supreme sacrifice," the president tweeted.

‘Nation remains grateful to bravehearts’

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

With passengers continu-
ing to experience long wait-
ing hours at Delhi and
other airports, airlines have
asked them to reach early,
do web check-in and carry
only one piece of hand bag-
gage for faster movement.

The country's largest air-
line IndiGo has asked pas-
sengers to reach Delhi air-
port at least 3.5 hours prior
to domestic departures.

In recent weeks, the
Indira Gandhi
International Airport
(IGIA) in the national capi-
tal has been witnessing
long queues and crowds
amid rising air traffic.

Authorities have put in
place an action plan, includ-
ing reducing the number of
flights during peak hours,
to deal with the situation.
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia also inspected the
arrangements at the air-

port here on Monday. Amid
congestion, Vistara is ask-
ing its passengers to arrive
at the airport at least three
hours prior to domestic as
well as international
flights.

Delhi airport is experi-
encing high footfalls and
the check-in and boarding
time is expected to be
longer than usual, as per
the advisory tweeted by
IndiGo. "Passengers are re-
quested to reach the airport
at least 3.5 hrs prior to do-
mestic departures, and to
carry only 01 piece of hand
baggage weighing 7 kgs for
a smooth security check.
Please ensure that you com-
plete your web check-in for
added convenience," it said.

Citing high footfalls at
airport terminals, SpiceJet
has issued an advisory to
passengers asking them to
reach early and carry not
more than one hand bag-
gage of up to 7 kilograms
only.

AIRLINES TO PASSENGERS

‘Arrive early, carry just
one hand baggage’

Two killed as car catches
fire after hitting tree

̈ Four injured

The accident took place at
Belbahra village in the district
on Monday night. A car
rammed into a tree, after
which a fire broke out in the
vehicle. The victims, car driv-
er Mohammad Khwaja (34)
and Pappu Rajwade (31) died,
while Ashok Goswami, Gopi,
Sandeep Rajwade and Mustaq
sustained injuries and were
rushed to a local hospital. The
victims, who were residents
of Surajpur district, were trav-
elling to Kotma village.

About the mishap...

‘Social recognition made Dawood monster’
̈ Antilia case shameful

M N Singh

Two leopard skeletons recovered 

The skeletons were found in a
forest near Alda village under
Lawan area of the district on
Sunday. A team of forest offi-
cials rushed to the spot and
recovered the bones of two
leopards, aged four to six years.
The remains were around a
month old and a team of three
doctors are probing the
deaths.Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the leopards
may have died in a fight, as
there was no sign of any move-
ment of villagers in the area. 

About the recovery..

‘Monthly pension for
artists raised to Rs 6,000’

DELHI EXCISE POLICY SCAM

ED opposes bail pleas of AAP’s Vijay
Nair, businessmen Reddy, Boinpally
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Bhilai, Dec 13: 

On Tuesday, the divi-
sion level Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was inaugurat-
ed at Bhilai Vidyalaya
Sector 2. Participants of
seven districts participat-
ed in the divisional level
program after qualifying
different levels of

Chhattisgarhia Olympic
Sports Competition.
During the inauguration
ceremony, the public rep-
resentatives and district
administration officials
boosted the morale of the
players and motivated
them to represent Durg di-
vision at the state level
tourney. MLA Durg

(Urban) Arun Vora de-
scribed sports as an inte-
gral part of human cul-
ture and civilization.
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government is making
sustained efforts to pro-
tect and promote the tradi-
tional games. Today, youth
are getting familiar with
games like pittul, sankhli

and tug of war and are
getting connected with the
Chhattisgarhi culture.
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre was pres-
ent in the programme. In
his speech, he asked the
present participants to
enjoy the competition
with the spirit of sports-
manship.

Shalini Yadav
(President, District
Panchayat), Neeraj Pal
(Mayor, Municipal
Corporation Bhilai),
Dhiraj Bakliwal (Mayor,
Municipal Corporation
Durg), Nirmal Kosare
(Mayor, Bhilai Charoda
Municipal Corporation),
Rohit Vyas
( C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai), Ashwani
Dewangan (CEO District
Panchayat), Abhay
Jaiswal (District
Education Officer),
William Lakra (District
Sports Officer) and other
representatives and offi-
cers were present.

Sports are an integral part of human
culture and civilization: Arun Vora

Division level Chhattisgarhia Olympics inaugurated 

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

On the instructions of
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, legal ac-
tion is being taken against
the chit fund companies to
protect the investments of
common people. The Chief
Minister is going to dis-
tribute Rs 2.5 crore to 2284
investors of chit fund com-
panies in Durg district
next week. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena gave necessary di-
rections in this regard to
the officers. Taking swift
action on chit fund cases,
the Collector directed the
officers to provide relief to
the remaining investors as
well. The Collector con-
gratulated the officers on
the successful completion
of the Agniveer
Recruitment Rally. He said
that the recruitment sys-
tem was very nice. Army
officials said that they con-

ducted Agniveer recruit-
ments at various places in
the recent past but the
arrangement in Durg dis-
trict was the best.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Arvind
Ekka, Municipal
Corporation Bhilai
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan,
Municipal Corporation
Durg Commissioner
Laxman Tiwari and other
officers were present in the
meeting. The Collector in-

quired about the repair
work of roads in urban
bodies and rural areas. He
said that this work is of top
priority, and the govern-
ment has also sanctioned
funds for this project. He
instructed the officers to
complete the work of pot-
hole and patch repairing
with the amount of the
Fifteenth Finance
Commission. The
Collector said that street
lights are also necessary in
urban areas. The
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioners should
monitor the works regular-
ly. The Collector said that
the work of the Rural
Secretariat is also very im-
portant. The local staff
should give benefits of gov-
ernment schemes to the
people. Where there is any
problem related to eligibili-
ty, it must be mentioned
clearly. A format will also
be made for the work given
to the local staff and the
performance will be moni-
tored. Collector inquired
about Covid cases.

Officials said that claims
have been settled in about
3500 cases. In the remain-
ing cases also the eligible
beneficiaries will be paid
soon. The Collector in-
structed to complete this
work in the next one week.

The Collector specially
reviewed the revenue
cases. He said that the
legal process should be fol-
lowed completely in cases
of demarcation etc. In
such cases, the process of
serving notice etc., signa-
ture in panchnama should
be done as per rules to en-
sure transparency.

The Collector also in-
quired about the progress
of other major construc-
tion works including
Thagada Dam. The biggest
statue of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari is to be installed
in the Thagada dam. He in-
quired about the progress
of the work done so far on
this project.

CM to distribute Rs 2.5 crore to 2284 chit fund investors

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

Police arrested the
senior engineer of the
Construction Company
engaged in construction
of flyover at Kumhari on
charges of culpable
homicide and negligence
endangering human life.
Police are searching
other responsible offi-
cers and directors of the
company to take legal ac-
tion against them.

It could be recollected
here that an FIR was
lodged under sections
337, 304 of IPC following
the death of a couple in a
mishap at the under con-
struction flyover. The de-
ceased were Aajuram
Dewangan and his wife
Nirmala Dewangan, res-
idents of
Changorabhata, Raipur.

The couple with their 12-
year-old daughter Annu
Dewangan had come to
attend a marriage at vil-
lage Janjgiri on their
moped bearing registra-
tion number CG04-NV-
5125. Around 20:40 hrs
on Saturday, they were
returning back home on
the moped.

Near Kumhari Square,
they took the flyover
route as there was no
barricade, stopper or di-
version sign. Due to lack
of street lighting
arrangements, the rider
failed to assess the dead
end on the flyover and
the family fell off the

u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge. On information,
a police team reached
the spot and the injured
were rushed to
Government Hospital in
Kumhari. Aajuram
Dewangan and his wife
Nirmala Dewangan were
declared brought-dead at
the hospital. The child
Annu Dewangan was
shifted to AIIMS Raipur
for better treatment.

Police lodged an FIR
against the Royal Infra
Construction Company
Ltd Calcutta and the
case was taken up for in-
vestigation. Under the
instructions of SP

(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava and guidance of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar,
Kumhari SHO
Sudhanshu Baghel and
ASI Ajay Singh conduct-
ed investigations to find
the people responsible
for this mishap.

Among the responsi-
ble persons of the con-
struction company,
Police arrested Piyush
Padhi (30) son of Pranav
Padhi, a resident of vil-
lage Urla, district
Mayurganj, Odisha;
present resident of
Opposite BM Shah
Hospital, Supela was ar-
rested and produced be-
fore the court.

Police are trying to
trace the other account-
able accused in the case
including Royal
Company’s Director
Jitendra Jain,
Shreyansh Jain, Project
Head Anirudh Jain, and
Project Manager
Santanu Malik. The ac-
cused will be arrested
soon, police claimed.

Senior Engineer of Flyover
Construction Company arrested 

 On charges of 
culpable homicide
and negligence
endangering
human life

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

Department of
Sociology organised a
visit to Mother Teresa
Ashram as a part of
Community Outreach pro-
gram. The students and
team members of
Sociometry Association
Donated ‘Walker’ to one of
the inmates of Mother
Teresa Ashram.

Students of BA
Sociology, showcased cul-
tural program to enter-
tain the inmates of the
Ashram. The principal of
the college Dr MG
Roymon and administra-
tor of the college Rev Fr
Dr Joshi Varghese extend-
ed their moral support
and congratulated the stu-
dents for their sincere
dedication & devotion to-
wards the needy section of
the society. The entire pro-

gram was guided and sup-
ported by Deepti Santosh,
Head In- Charge of
Department of Sociology

and Dr Hari Prakash
Sonwani, Assistant
Professor Sociology
Department.

Sociometry Association of St Thomas College
organises Community Outreach Program

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
largest Blast Furnace –
Blast Furnace 8 (BF 8),
christened Mahamaya has
become the fastest in SAIL
to have crossed the 11 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) cumula-
tive production on
December 12, 2022. BF 8’s
journey from 10 MT to 11
MT has been completed in
144 days. BF 8 is Bhilai’s
modern blast furnace with
advanced automation &
control systems. The 10
MT milestone had been
crossed by BF 8 on July 21,
’22. The total cumulative
days for BF 8 to reach 11
MT since its blowing in on
February 02, 2018 is 1775
days, which is much less
when compared to 1830

days that Rourkela Steel
Plant’s blast furnace of
similar capacity took to
cross 11 MT and 2067 days
of IISCO Steel Plant’s blast
furnace of similar capaci-
ty took to cross the 11 MT
milestone. Director In-
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant,

Anirban Dasgupta, ED
(Works) Anjani Kumar
and senior officers of the
Plant congratulated the
members of Mahamaya
Team and all supporting
shops & departments for
crossing the 11 MT mile-
stone. It may be recalled

that BF 8’s journey from 1
MT to 2 MT took 165 days.
BF 8 completed journey
from 2 MT to 3 MT in 161
days. It took BF 8 155 days
to touch 4 MT from 3 MT.
BF 8’s journey from 4 MT
to 5 MT took 149 days. BF 8
took the same time period
of 149 days from 5 MT to 6
MT.

BF 8 completed journey
from 6 MT to 7 MT took 141
days. The journey from 7
to 8 MT was completed in
154 days. BF 8’s journey
from 8 MT to 9 MT was
completed in record time
of 138 days.

BF 8’s journey from 9
MT to 10 MT was complet-
ed in 160 days, and now the
journey from 10 MT to 11
MT has been completed in
144 days.

Bhilai Steel Plant’s Blast Furnace 

8 crosses 11 Million Tonne Milestone

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

The Shankhnaad Yatra
undertaken by Bhilai
District President
Brajesh Bichpuria con-
tinued for the fifth con-
secutive day. The
Shankhnaad Pad Yatra is
being taken out regard-
ing the problems of the
public and is getting
huge public support
from the citizens. During
the yatra women have
complained to District
President Brajesh
Beechpuria about the ir-
regularity in door-to-
door garbage collection
and cleaning of sewer-
age drains. Also, ration
cards could not be made
even after several visits
to the Municipal
Corporation at many
places, benefits of

Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana were not avail-
able in the slum areas,
old age pension to the
elderly, widow pension to
women, divorce pension

have not been received,
also increase in electrici-
ty bills, streets without
roads and drains.
Shankhnaad Pad Yatra
has been termed by the

public as a journey to re-
move the sorrows of the
people. On fifth day the
Yatra continued through
Sheetla Mandir, Fish
Market, Vegetable

Market, Circular Market,
Jawahar Market, Ravi
Das Nagar, Atal Udyan
Chatai Quarter, Link
Road and Jalebi Chowk
in the inner parts of
Pragati Nagar. Shadow
Councilor Murgesh Soni
informed about the mess
in the Atal garden and
installation of statue of
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on Atal ji’s
birthday. Atal Udyan
Samiti President Sagar
Singh, Sanjana Singh
Vice President, Ashutosh
Mishra, Rahul Sachdev
Singh, Nagmani Naidu,
Vicky Sonkar, Ujjwal
Golai, Sonam Singh,
Sagar Mahajan, Dhanuja
Singh and other commit-
tee members garlanded
the newly appointed
District President
Brajesh Bichpuria.

BJP’s Shankhnaad Yatra continues on fifth consecutive day 

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

A most affordable state
of the art diagnostic cen-
tre and a world class
Super Speciality Hospital.
If any disease is diag-
nosed on time and proper
treatment is done, the
problem of the patient can
be solved as soon as possi-
ble. With this objective,
Medlife Super Specialty
Hospital has been inaugu-
rated in Telibandha
(Raipur) located in the
heart of the city. This
health service center was
inaugurated on 11
December 2022.

From fully automated
pathology to online avail-
ability of reports, all serv-
ices are dynamic with the
digital world. Triveni of-

fers MR Eye, City Scan, 5D
Sonography, X-Ray,
Pathology and other in-
vestigations at 50% dis-
count. The distinguishing
feature is its digital pres-
ence. All reports will be
sent to the patient through

SMS or WhatsApp. In ad-
dition, diagnostic services
will be available 24x7 in-
cluding Sundays. Medlife
Super Specialist Hospital
is a 100 bedded hospital.
ICU mode of 25 beds,
Euler Operation Theater

and Critical Care facility
are equipped with all
types of modern equip-
ment. Team of specialist
doctors includes
N e u r o s u r g e o n ,
Orthopaedic surgeon,
G y n a e c o l o g i s t ,
P a e d i a t r i c i a n ,
Neurosurgeon, Gastro
Surgeon, Skin depart-
ment, Medicine depart-
ment, and experts of all
other departments will
provide full time services.
All types of government
schemes like Ayushman
card scheme facility are
available in the hospital.
Other patients will also be
treated at minimum rates.
Along with this, Tera Hi
Tera Welfare Society will
cooperate in the treatment
of poor patients.

Most affordable diagnostic center and 
world class Super Specialty Hospital inaugurated

Bhilai, Dec 13: SR
Hospital & Research
Center and Pahlajani
Test Tube Baby Center
are jointly organising a
free counseling camp for
childless couples on
December 15, 2022. The
timing of the free coun-
seling camp is from 10:00
hrs to 15:00 hrs at SR
Hospital premises in
Chikhali, Durg.

Dr Namita Chandra
Verma, Gynaecologist
and IVF specialist of SR
Hospital Pahlajani Test
Tube Baby Center said
that this is the state-of-
the-art technology for ar-
tificial insemination. In

this process women are
artificially inseminated.

SR Hospital
Gynaecologist Dr Sweta
Rani Prasad of SR
Hospital told that the
feeling of becoming a
mother is very special
for all women. She added
that when a woman be-
comes a mother, it is like
a new life for that
woman. Dr Sweta Rani
made a humble appeal to
the childless couples of
the region to take advan-
tage of the free coun-
selling camp organised
on Thursday, December
15 from 10:00 hrs to 15:00
hrs.

Free counselling camp 
for childless couples at SR
Hospital Durg on Dec 15

Contract labour killed
in mishap at BSP

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1133:: A contract labour
of Bhilai Steel Plant was killed in
a workplace mishap on Tuesday.
The high skilled labourer was
placing a conveyor roll bundle
on the Conveyor when the inci-
dent occurred. He was taken to
Main Medical Post where he
was declared dead. According
to information, the victim was
Kanha Charan Mehar (42) a res-
ident of Arya Nagar, Kohka. He
worked for the contractor M/s
CB Patel. Around 15:20 hrs on
Tuesday, Kanha Charan Mehar
and his co-workers were
deployed for the task of fixing
the conveyor roll bundle at
Conveyor No FS 9 in Sinter Plant
2. He suffered fatal injuries with
a rod which was thrown away
while fixing the heavy conveyor.
He was rushed to the Plant’s
Main Medical Post where doc-
tors declared him brought dead.
Cause of the incident is being
investigated.



ANNUAL SPORTS DAY

Variety of programmes were held in the annual sports day of Holy Cross Sr.
Secondary School, Byron Bazar here on Tuesday.

Dr. Dahria participates in Guru
Ghasidas Jayanti ‘Shobha Yatra’

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1133:: State Urban
Administration and
Development and Labour
Minister Dr. Shivkumar Dahria
participated in the procession
organised on the occasion of
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti at
Abhanpur in Raipur district here
on Tuesday. 

On this occasion Minister Dr.
Dahria performed Bhumi Pujan
and inaugurated various devel-
opment and construction works
worth more than Rs 2.51 crore
under Nagar Panchayat
Abhanpur area. Regional MLA
and former minister Mr.
Dhanendra Sahu was specially
present on this occasion. Dr.
Dahria inaugurated a shed
made at a cost of Rs 15 lakh and
a boundary wall constructed at
a cost of Rs 5 lakh near Mukti
Kuti in Abhanpur. In this way,
Bhumi Pujan was done for
about 31 construction works
under Nagar Panchayat
Abhanpur, costing Rs 2.63
crore. 

The construction works

include school building, com-
munity building, CC road, drain,
shed, platform, aahta, Mahila
Mandal building and other con-
struction works. Addressing the
program on this occasion,
Urban Administration Minister
Dr. Dahria said that construc-
tion and development works are
being done in all the urban and
rural areas of the state accord-
ing to the needs of the people.
He said that various public wel-
fare programs and schemes are
being run for all sections of the
state under the leadership of
Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel. 

He said that assistance is
being provided to the farmers
under the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana. Landless tradition-
al workers and agricultural
labourers are being benefited
under the Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhumihin Krishi Mazdoor
Yojana. Similarly, scholarship is
being provided to students
belonging to scheduled castes,
tribes, backward classes and
other weaker sections. Regional
MLA Mr. Dhanendra Sahu also
addressed the program.
Representatives of Panchayats
and residents of the area partic-
ipated on this occasion.

Tumour Markers can be used to identify
cancerous tumours effectively

Raipur, Dec 13: To dis-
cuss the growing use of
tumour biomarkers in
cancerous and other non-
cancerous fluids, All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences organized 9th
Pre-Conference CME on
‘Tumour  Biomarkers-
Present and Future.’
Experts suggested that
tumour markers can help
identify cancerous tu-
mours. This, in turn, can
lead to early treatment.

Prof (Dr) Nitin M
Nagarkar, Director, said
that with the help of tu-
mour biomarkers, cancer
can be identified at an
early stage. This can lead
to early diagnosis and
treatment of cancer.
‘Biomarkers can help se-
lect an anti-cancer drug.
Now, there are a number
of effective biomarkers
available. We need to

focus on more research in
this field, he said.

Prof Eli Mohapatra,
Dean (Examination) and
HoD, Biochemistry, said
that the Association of
Clinical Chemistry and
Lab Medicine
Practitioners is organiz-
ing ACCLMPCON in
Kolkata on 7-8 Jan 2023.
The Association is organ-
izing Pre-Conference

CMEs in each state. For
Chhattisgarh, AIIMS-R
has been designated to or-
ganize the CME.

Organizing Secretary
Dr Suprava Patel and Dr
Seema Shah informed
that during the CME, the
importance, accuracy,
sensitivity and working
of tumour biomarkers
have been discussed in
different scientific ses-

sions.
Guest of Honour Prof

PK Khodiyar, HoD, Pt
JNM Medical College,
Hospital and Research
center, Prof Sarita
Agrawal, Dean
(Research), and Central
Executive body member
Dr Anirban Ganguly ex-
plained the importance of
tumour biomarkers.

Jagdish Joshi talked

about available assays
under Beckman Coulter
for diagnostics. With the
rise in the number of
cancer cases every day,
cancer being the leading
cause of death after car-
diovascular diseases
Worldwide, this CME pro-
vided the much needed
information regarding
what and how of cancer
diagnosis, he said.

Dr Desai Vidya Sripad
(AIIMS-Mangalagiri) ex-
plained one of the most
common mutations, and
Prof. Ritu Gupta (AIIMS-
New Delhi) shed light on
multiple myeloma. A
comprehensive review of
the markers of breast
cancer, the leading cause
of death in women, was
presented by Dr
Debapriya Rath, Pt JNM
Medical College and hos-
pital, Raipur.

RMC Opposition leader Raipur meets Governor

Raipur, Dec 13: A delegation
of Municipal Corporation,
Raipur led by Leader of
Opposition Smt. Meenal
Choubey called on Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uike at Raj
Bhavan here Mrs. Choubey ap-
prised the Governor about the
various activities of the
Municipal Corporation, Raipur.

CAIT CG Chapter distributes
blankets to needy people 

Raipur, Dec 13: Senior
National Vice President of
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAT) Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Executive
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, General
Secretary Surinder Singh,
Executive General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge Sanjay
Chaubey said that on
Tuesday CAIT C.G. Chapter
distributed blankets to the
needy people at the Cancer
Hospital located in

Mekahara. Senior 
Vice President of CAIT

Mr. Amar Parwani said that
CAIT C.G. Chapter contin-
ues to discharge its social
responsibility from time to
time, so that the needy can
get its benefit. In this series,
CAIT C.G. Chapter distrib-
uted blankets to the needy
people at the Cancer
Hospital located in
Mekahara. He said that

keeping in view the severe
cold in the capital, blankets
were distributed. He said
that CAIT CG Chapterhe
chapter will continue this
work even further  and will
continue to discharge its so-
cial responsibility. Amar
Parwani, Parmanand Jain,
Bharat Jain, Mahendra
Kumar Bagrodia, Avneet
Singh and other officials
were present.

Guest Lecture on Ideas to make
India the World’s Largest Economy 

Raipur, Dec 13: The
Relations Cell of National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized a guest
lecture on ‘Ideas to make
India the World’s Largest
Economy before 2037’ on
9th December 2022. The
event was conducted by
the Entrepreneurship Cell
of NIT Raipur under the
guidance of Dr.
Shubhashis Saniyal, HoD,
Mechanical Engineering,
and Dr. Chandrakant
Thakur, Faculty Incharge,
E-Cell.

Srinu Raju, Senior
Software Architect, CLI,
USA was the speaker of
the session. He started the
session by comparing the
problems of India with
various countries which

included unemployment
rate, land acquisition,
Brain Drain, vacant land
taxes, import and export
in India, and many more.
The most important ques-
tion raised during the dis-
cussion was “Why do we
make software for others,
but others make cars for
us?”. He also emphasized
the importance of land re-
forms and vacant land
taxes and how this will im-
prove India’s economy.

The audience was well
engaged in the session and
the 80+ attendees tried to
make the best out of their
experience. The workshop
served as an excellent plat-
form for technophiles to
nurture their young
minds toward Land
Reforms that would im-
prove the economy of
India.

Shopkeeper consumes
kerosene to commit suicide

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: A shop
keeper attempted suicide
by consuming kerosene
when Municipal
Corporation team reached
to seal his sweet shop in
Fundhar area of ??capital
Raipur. He was immediate-
ly admitted to Ambedkar
Hospital, where his condi-
tion is said to be critical. It
is being told that while
taking action under illegal
parking, the municipal ad-
ministration had reached

to seal his shop today.
The matter pertains to

Fundhar area falling
under jurisdiction of
Telibandha police station,
where Vinay Bhargava
runs his shop named
‘Gwala Sweets’. Municipal
administration is taking
action regarding illegal
parking in the city. To this
end, the corporation ad-
ministration sent a notice
to Gwala Sweets under il-
legal parking. The corpo-
ration’s team reached to
seal his shop. Meanwhile,
argument broke out be-
tween shop keeper Vinay
Bhargava and the corpora-
tion’s team. Angry over
this action of municipal
corporation Vinay
Bhargava attempted sui-

cide by consuming
kerosene in front of the
corporation team.

Vinay Bhargava has
blamed the corporation
administration for this. He
said, the corporation ad-
ministration was sending
notices one after another
regarding parking with in-
tention of harassing him.
While dozens of shops are
running in this area, only
his shop is being targeted
by the corporation admin-
istration, he said.
According to Vinay
Bhargava it is the respon-
sibility of the police and
not of shopkeepers to con-
trol the traffic. After this
incident, additional police
force was been deployed in
front of the shop.

Grand final and closing of
Hira Cricket today

Raipur, Dec 13: Grand fi-
nale & closing ceremony of
Suresh Agrawal Memorial
Corporate Cricket
Tournament Cup 2022
(Season-13) will be held at
Hira Sports ground
Opposite, Ram Vatika - VIP
Road near Fundhar, Raipur
on Dec 14.

It is a matter of great
pleasure that Hira Group
Sports & Cultural
Association is successfully
completing Suresh Agrawal
Memorial Corporate
Cricket Tournament Cup
2022 (Season-13).

24 teams have participat-
ed and around 60 league
matches were played in this
tournament. These matches
were played on knockout

basis. The leading corpo-
rate houses and financial
institutions viz. Hira
Group, Sarda Energy, Niros
Ispat, Nirmaan TMT, GPIL,
Jindal, Axis, ICICI,
IndusInd, HDFC, Kotak etc.
have taken their participa-
tion in this Tournament.

The 1st semi-final match
of this tournament was
played between Kore
Corporate Vs.
GPILEcopeland 2nd be-
tween Nirmaan TMT &
Axis Bank on 13th.

The grand finale of this
tournament will be held be-
tween the winners of semi-
final matches to be held at
5.00 PM on Dec 14
(Wednesday), followed by its
grand closing ceremony.

No information given to CM over
operation of ‘Vande Bharat’ train

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel was not given
any information about
inauguration of
Bilaspur-Nagpur Vande
Bharat train. Raising ob-
jection on not being in-
vited to inauguration of
the train he said that
railways did it with him
for second time. He said
that he was also not in-
formed about the train
operation from
Antagarh.

The Chief Minister
was not given any infor-
mation Vande Bharat
train when it was mov-
ing towards
Chhattisgarh after inau-
guration in
Maharashtra. According
to Baghel the fare in
Vande Bharat train is so
high that the common
man cannot board it.

Moreover the trains in
which lower middle
class people and the poor
used to travel have been
cancelled, he said. When
all such trains were can-
celled none of BJP lead-
ers uttered any word but
this time they reached to
welcome the launch of
Vande Bharat train, he
said.

BJYM workers barge into electricity office 

Raipur, Dec 13: Hundreds
of Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha workers led by for-
mer minister Rajesh
Munat reached the elec-
tricity office in Gudhiyari
Raipur to stage gherao in
protest against hike in
electricity bill. The police
force present at the elec-
tricity office could not stop
them barging into electric-
ity office after breaking
the barricade.

Meanwhile former min-
ister Rajesh Munat along
with BJYM workers sat on
a dharna inside the elec-
tricity office. They staged
a sit-in demanding the re-
turn of the security fund.

After giving the memoran-
dum to the officials, the
protest of the former min-
ister continued for a long
time.

Regarding the protest,
Rajesh Munat told that
there was arbitrary power
cut in the entire state and
also in Gudhiyari area of

??Raipur. The public is
troubled by the increase in
electricity bill, illegal re-
covery in the name of se-
curity fund, he alleged and
said that protest was being
raised under the banner of
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha. Munat said that
the Congress, which came

to power by promising to
halve the electricity bill,
increased the electricity
bill 4 times in 4 years.
Frequent power cuts are
being reported in the
name of maintenance, he
said, adding that arbitrary
recovery is being made in
the name of security fund.

Govt has performed excellently
even in crisis: Baghel

Raipur, Dec 13: The
Congress government
being led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to complete its four
years on December 17. The
government has decided to
celebrate ‘Chhattisgarh
Gourav Divas’ on this day
by organizing series of pro-
grammes in all Gouthans
(cow shelters), cooperative
societies, paddy procure-
ment centers, tendupatta
collection centers, forest
produce management com-
mittees, haat-bazaars,
wards of urban areas of
the state. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will also
address the people at 11 am
on December 17.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said on Tuesday, the
last four years were full of
pride for Chhattisgarh.
The state government
worked for farmers,
labourers, tribals, minor
forest produce collectors,
children, be it in the field of
health, industrial develop-
ment or business develop-
ment, he said, adding that
performance of his govern-
ment was excellent even in
times of crisis. In such a
situation, the completion of
these four years is a matter
of pride for Chhattisgarh,
he said.

The results of the 2018
assembly elections in
Chhattisgarh came on 11
December. Congress came
into the government with a
thumping majority by win-
ning 67 seats. On December
17, Congress Legislature
Party leader Bhupesh
Baghel took oath as Chief
Minister at the Balveer
Singh Juneja Indoor

Stadium in Raipur.
With this, the Congress

government started func-
tioning. The first meeting
of the state cabinet took
place two hours after the
swearing-in ceremony.
Minister TS Singh Deo and
Tamradhwaj Sahu attend-
ed the meeting with the
Chief Minister.

This cabinet in one
stroke decided to waive off
the short term farm loans
of the farmers. The out-
standing irrigation tax of
the farmers was also

waived off. At the same
time, it was also decided to
procure paddy at the rate of
Rs 2500 per quintal. In this,
two big promises – loan
waiver and paddy price
were considered as the rea-
son for the return of
Congress to power.

By-elections were held in
five assembly constituen-
cies in the last four years
and Congress won in all.
Now with 71 MLAs in the
assembly Congress formed
government with the
largest majority in
Chhattisgarh so far.

According to the outline
of Chhattisgarh Gourav
Divas, farmers, chairman-
members of Gouthan com-
mittees, cattle herders,
landless labourers, public
representatives, local resi-
dents including members
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
will be invited in all
gouthans at 11 am on
December 17 where people
will be informed about the

achievements made under
various schemes in the last
four years. Information
about major schemes of
the government will also
be provided.

Farmers will be invited
at primary cooperative so-
cieties and paddy procure-
ment centers at 3 pm where
information about the
major schemes related to
agriculture of the govern-
ment will be given. In the
forest areas, on the same
day at 11 am, information
will be given about the
schemes being run for the
farmers and laborers at the
Tendupatta collection cen-
ters and the offices of the
Forest Produce
Management Committee.
People will also be given in-
formation about public
welfare schemes of the
government in the Haat
Bazaars operated in all the
districts. Programmes will
be organized at ward level
in urban areas from 11 am.
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At Mekahara Cancer
Hospital

Held at NIT Raipur

To protest arrival of
RMC team to seal his
shop over illegal 
parking

Baghel says it 
happened with him for
second time

To protest against hike
in electricity bills

Preparations to cele-
brate ‘Gourav Divas’ on
Dec 17

To mark 4 years of
Cong govt in Ch’garh

Prof (Dr) Nitin M Nagarkar, Director, addressing Pre-Conference CME in AIIMS Raipur.

Brother, nephew nabbed in woman’s murder

Basna, Dec 13: The police
has solved the blind mur-
der mystery of a woman
from Gram Pounsara
under Basna thana within
72 hours of the murder. In
this it is the brother and
nephew of the woman who
turned out to be the main
accused, who murdered
her over some property dis-
pute. The police has
nabbed both of them and
seized the sharp-edged
weapon used in the crime.
The accused have been
booked under section 302

and 201 of IPC.
The victim Nimimoti

Patel used to live all alone
in the house in Gram
Pounsara and was using
goat-rearing to earn a
livelihood. She was also
having 1 acre land behind

her house and take paddy
crop in it and as & when
she used to go outside the
house, she used to leave the
keys at her neighbour’s
house - Lakhilal Patel. The
deceased was not seen in
the village for last two days

and the goats in her house
were found to be uncom-
fortable and it was here
that villagers doubted her
presence.

It was here that
Radhacharn Patel, Lakhilal
Patel and other found
something burried inside
the land in her ‘badi’ in a
small pit and on replacing
the soil found her body. She
was killed by some sharp-
edged weapon on her neck
and was burried to hide ev-
idence. In the post-mortem
it was cofirmed and
through inquiry and evi-
dence, the two from family
were nabbed and taken into
arrest.

Rajim Mela new venue to be developed 
on permanent basis: Sahu

Rajim, Dec 13: Minister
for PWD and Religious
Trusts and Endowments
Tamradhwaj Sahu con-
ducted inspection of the
venue selected for the
Rajim Punni Mela. He
took stock of the work in
progress and directed to
develop the new venue of
Rajim Mela on a perma-
nent basis. He said that
here that infrastructure
be developed kepingin
mind needs of the devo-
tees, suggestions of local
citizens and keeping in
mind next 100 years.

Speaking further
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that the new venue of
Rajim Mela be developed
in such a way that it re-

mains a centre of attrac-
tion for all the devotees
visiting the place. This
place will be linked with
the Ram-Van- Gaman
Path yojana of the state
government. Sahu said
that four-lane roads be
developed so that the
devotees coming to pay
obeisance or prayers in
the temple and to the
venue do not face any
problems.

He said that the devo-
tees and visitors coming
on foot should have sepa-
rate wide road. In addi-

tion to this availability of
water throughout the
year in the river will also
be made. The tents and
other shops near the
river would be shifted to
this place.

On this occasion
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu directed to make
necessary arrangements
at the new venue for the
forthcoming Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Jayanti
programme to be organ-
ised on 7 Jan 2023.
Duringi this Sahu also
inspected the construc-

tion work in progress for
the Ram-Vanpath Gaman
and said that here a huge
statue of Lord Shri Ram
will be installed and un-
veiled and for this he
asked the officers to
make all necessary
preparations.

District Collector
Prabhat Malick apprised
the minister about the
drawing, design of new
Fair venue an budget for
the infrastructure devel-
opment and sanctions
made so far.

Here construction of
‘dharamshala’, garden,
‘tatbandh’, toilet, temple
and others will be done.
Duringi this SP Amit
Kamble, CEO District
Panchayat Rotikma
Yadav, Upper Collector
Avinash Bhoi, SDM Puja
Bansal District Mahila
President Padma Dubey,
Vikas Tiwari, District
Panchayat member Rohit
Sahu, Rajim Bhaktin
Mata Samiti President
Lala Sahu and others
were present.

CM lays stone, inaugurate devp works worth Rs 64.14 cr

Mahasamund (Basna),
Dec 13: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated and laid stone for de-
velopment works worth
Rs 64.14 cr in Basna as-
sembly constituency
today. This includes
bhoomipujan of 37 devel-
opment works worth Rs
32.64 cr and inauguration
of 23 works worth 
Rs 32.59 cr.

The works for which
bhumi pujan was per-
formed include construc-
tion of new roads, bridges
and culverts and construc-

tion of additional rooms
in the college, school
building construction,
boundary wall construc-
tion, cultural building
construction, C.C. Roads,
community building con-
struction etc.

Chief Minister Baghel
was on Bhent-Mulaqat

visit to Basna constituen-
cy of Mahasamund dis-
trict today. During the
visit, Baghel met and in-
teracted with the people of
village Pirda and village
Gopalpur of Basna and
asked about the imple-
mentation of state govern-
ment schemes.

JSP wins FICCI CSR award for fight against Covid-19
Raigarh, Dec 13: Jindal
Steel & Power (JSP) has
been honored with FICCI
CSR Special
Commendation Award for
its efforts to counter the
COVID-19 pandemic. JSP,
under the leadership of its
Chairman, Naveen Jindal,

was among the few organi-
zations in India to take up
multidimensional initia-
tives, supporting the com-
munity and government to
fight the COVID-19 spread
in India. Through its CSR
arm, JSP Foundation, led
by Shallu Jindal, the steel-
maker started a series of
on-the-ground services to
ease the suffering of the
poor and vulnerable im-
mediately following the
pandemic’s onset in India.
Arjun Munda, Union
Tribal Affairs Minister,
Government of India, pre-
sented the prestigious
award to company execu-
tives in New Delhi.

“Covid-19 pandemic af-
fected the society, the econ-
omy and the health infra-
structure of the entire na-
tion. The poor and vulner-
able were the worst affect-
ed. As a responsible corpo-
rate citizen, Jindal Steel &
Power joined the
Government and the com-
munity by building hospi-
tal facilities, providing liq-
uid medical oxygen, feed-
ing the hungry and pro-
tecting the livelihood of

the vulnerable community
during the lockdown to
fight the pandemic”, said
Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson of JSP
Foundation in a state-
ment. Immediately after
the announcement of the
lockdown to fight Covid-
19, JSP launched a special
initiative, ‘Mission Zero
Hunger’ in three states,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and
Jharkhand, to feed truck
drivers, stranded migrant
labourers, and the poor.
This initiative was later
extended to Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, and
Maharashtra, delivering
more than 2 million meals.

During the second
Pandemic wave, the steel-
maker supplied more than
5,000 tonnes of Liquid
Medical Oxygen (LMO)
by road and Indian
Railway’s Oxygen
Express to 13 states. It
also provided two cryo-
genic tankers to the
Government of Odisha
for LMO transportation.

For health care services
during the Pandemic, JSP
designated 700 Oxygen
beds in its Fortis OP
Jindal Hospital &
Research Centre in
Raigarh and Tamnar,
Chhattisgarh, and spe-
cialised COVID Care
Centre at Angul, support-
ed by ICUs, ventilators,
and other capabilities.
Besides, the Foundation
also distributed lakhs of
facemasks and thousands
of litres of sanitisers
amongst the community
and the Front line
COVID-19 warriors.
Multiple buyback
arrangements by the
Foundation also protect-
ed the livelihood of farm-
ers and SHG Women.

BoI committed to revival of economy and
discharge of social responsibilities

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: During
the visit of Mr. A K Das,
MD & CEO of Bank of
India in Raipur, a Credit
Outreach Program was or-
ganised by Raipur Zone in
which loan sanction let-
ters amounting Rs. 500
crore were provided to
customers under various
schemes run by the
Government, as well as
loan were disbursed by
NBG/Zone branches and
beneficiaries were en-
rolled under financial in-
clusion schemes. Mr Das
also participated in vari-
ous CSR activities while
discharging Corporate
Social Responsibility as
per the bank’s commit-
ment towards society. Mr
Das provided the key of an
Ambulance for the benefit
of the undergoing patients
of AIIMS, Raipur to the
Deputy Director, AIIMS.

Bank of India hereby rec-
ognize and appreciate the
efforts of the various so-
cial service institutions
and hence provided food
items and blankets to E
Maa Bhojan Seva Samiti,
which provides free food to
the patients and their rela-
tives undergoing treat-
ment at AIIMS-Raipur, for
the convenience of
Divyang people, tricycles
were also provided to the
needy people identified by
Charameti Foundation, an
NGO and Furniture items
were provided for the use

of Old age citizens resid-
ing in Sanjeevani
Vridhhashram run by
Badhte Kadam, Raipur.
During his visit, Das said
that Bank of India is fully
committed towards re-
vival of the Indian econo-
my and social responsibili-
ties. General Manager,
Bank of India’s National
Banking Group, MP  &CG,
Mr. Lokesh Krishna, Zonal
Manager, Mr. Vivek
Prabhu and Deputy Zonal
Manager, Mr. NIraj Kumar
Dutta were also present
during these events.

NTPC Lara celebrates its
Raising Day with gaiety 

Lara, Dec 13: NTPC Lara
the 1600-megawatt power
station of NTPC Limited
celebrates its raising day
on 13th December 2022. On
this occasion Diwakar
Kaushik, ED, Lara un-
furled the NTPC Flag and
addressed the employees
on recent performance of
Lara station. In his ad-
dress Kaushik, described
NTPC Lara station as mov-
ing forward very fast by
surpassing all initial hur-
dles. Having the distinct
feature of 800-megawatt
environment friendly
super critical technology-
based turbine generator
coupled with the objective
of providing eco-friendly
and affordable electricity
for nation building in this
calendar year till date
power houses of NTPC
Lara generated 8107 mil-
lion units with 82.80 per-
cent Plant load factor

(PLF). On 21st November
NTPC Lara achieved sig-
nificant milestone by re-
ceiving coal through its
own MGR rail link from
Talaipali coal mine. This
service will ensure fuel se-
curity of Lara station for
providing uninterrupted
power supply to
Chhattisgarh and other
Indian states.

On this occasion a cake
cutting ceremony was or-
ganized. Besides certifi-

cates were distributed to
the successful candidates
of Harvard Manage
Mentor programme.

Among others Akhilesh
Singh, GM (O&M), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (FM), SK Roy,
GM (Operation), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project),
Vijender Singh, AC, CISF,
representatives of union
and association, HoDs,
senior executives, employ-
ees and associates were
present on this occasion.

Schemes created to ensure
benefit to each class: CM

Mahasamund, Dec 13:
Addressing to Bhent-
Mulaqat, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel stated
that several programmes
and schemes have been
created for each class to
ensure that each class ben-
efits from it.

CM said that the state’s
legislature creates laws
and policies and we are
here to discover its imple-
mentation. He remarked
that when we meet the
beneficiaries, we may hear
about their joys and sor-
rows and understand
more about how the plans
are being carried out.

In accordance with the

Chief Minister, under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, the money was dis-
tributed in four install-
ments and deposited di-
rectly into the accounts of
the farmers. Three to four
days are remaining for
successful completion of
four years Congress gov-
ernment rule in the state,

as they took oath on Dec
17. He stated that immedi-
ately after taking the oath,
the government went to
the ministry, called a meet-
ing and decided about loan
waiver and declaring MSP
on paddy.

The Congress govern-
ment had waived the 19
lakh farmer’s loan of Rs
9050 cr in government ini-
tial judgement.

Whether or not the cen-
tral government extends
its support, we are deter-
mined to keep all our
promises to the people of
Chhattisgarh. Farmers

are also being provided
the funds and financial
aids as per their needs,
which has significantly
improved their standard of
living.

Baghel said that he had
taken oath as Chief
Minister of the state on
Dec 17 and only three to
four days are left for com-

pletion of four years of
his tenure. Soon after
taking charge, Baghel
had gone directly to
Mantralaya, held a meet-
ing and took a decision
regarding loan waiver
and support price.

While addressing the
Bhent-Mulaqat program,

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the state
government has formu-
lated various schemes for
each section of the socie-
ty and this Bhent
Mulaqat campaign is our
way to personally inspect
the implementation of
these schemes, policies

and laws.
Baghel said that dur-

ing Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme, we meet the
beneficiaries and get to
know about their experi-
ences, while taking feed-
back about the imple-
mentation of the
schemes.
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Police solves blind 
murder mystery in 72 hrs

In Assembly 
constituency Basna

Conducts inspection of
new venue for Rajim
Punni Mela

Directs to speed-up
ongoing works at the
venue

Govt started fulfilling
promises made right
from day-1

Meets villagers, 
interact during Bhent
mulaqat in Assembly
constituency Basna 

 A statement granting
Basna the status of a sub-
division office.

 Upgradation of the build-
ing of Government Higher
Secondary School,
Gopalpur.

 Upgradation of Village
Memra High School into a
higher secondary school.

 The announcement of the
road’s construction from
Raja Sawaiyya Kala to
Lakhagarh village.

 The announcement of the
canal lining and renova-
tion work at the Devgaon
reservoir.

 The announcement that
Gaurav Path will be built
in Pithora Nagar
Panchayat.

 Announcement of con-
struction of anicut in
Bagh river.

 A new primary school
will be opened in Gram
Panchayat Bhokludih.

 Instructions for the Gram
Panchayat Sarpanch to
act right away on the let-
ter about forest rights.

 Announcement of the
construction of a raised
platform shed in Basna’s
marketplace.

Announcements made by CM in
Assembly constituency Basna

Thru vermi-compost made 
earning of Rs. 4.02 lakh 

During Bhent-Mulaqat
in Assembly constituen-
cy Basna, Village
Gopalpur, one of the vil-
lager’s - Homeshwari
Sahu, state that 1054
quintals of vermi-com-
post was made, yielding

a dividend of Rs. 4 lakh 2 thousand in her income. ‘I
gave the group’s members a portion of the profits and
am currently using the money to educate my chil-
dren’, she added.

‘HBCY scheme is 
helping a lot’

BBaassnnaa:: Kabir Sahu
Khairkhunta, who has ben-
efitted from the Haat Bazar
Clinic Yojana (HBCY), stat-
ed that every Friday, a vehi-
cle is comes to the market.
Blood tests and medica-
tions with medical advice
are all provided at no cost
and this scheme is helping
him a lot from medical
point of view.

‘Got ration card
on time’

BBaassnnaa:: The ration card has
been issued, said Kaushilya
Bai Yadav of Atharah Gudi
village. Her family consists
of 12 people, and she along
with her daughter-in-law
each has their own ration
card. Rice in the quantity of
10-10 kg is available.
Ration along with salt is
provided at no cost. LPG
costs Rs 1200, which is
quite expensive. As a
result, I am unable to use it,
she stated. On this CM
state that, ‘It was a pleas-
ure to speak with
Kaushalya Didi’.

BBaassnnaa:: During the Bhent-
Mulaqat in Basna Assembly
Constituency the Teli Samaj
of Fuljhar zone demanded
sanction for construction of
its community building and
on which CM announced
sanction of Rs 20 lakh to
them. Similarly to demand by
the Muslim community for a
fire brigade for the traders’

federation, CM granted
approval of Rs 15 lakh. On
this occasion, the Sikh com-
munity presented a ‘Saber’
to the Chief Minister.
Sanction of Rs 10 lakh to
Brahmin Samaj of Basna for
construction of Aangan
Dome and Rs 20 lakh to
Pithora Brahmin Samaj
announced.

CM sanctions funds for 
different communities

Triveni Jain

Raipur: Triveni Jain,
R/o Bhatagaon,
Raipur, breathed her
last here on Tuesday.
She was 60. The final
rites were performed at
Marwari crematorium.
She was wife of Ravi
Kumar Jain and moth-
er of Shreyansh Jain
and relative of Motilal
Vaid

Ram Kumar Mishra

Bhilai: Ram Kumar
Mishra (Kharora
Maath) R/o Sector-8,
Bhilai, breathed his
last in Bhilai on
Tuesday. The final rites
were performed at
Ramnagar crematori-
um, Bhilai. He was re-
tired head master of
BSP School, Risali. He
was father of Rahul
Mishra, father-in-law
of Girdhar Diwan and
grand-pa of Himanshu
Diwan.

OBITUARY



Bilaspur, Dec 13: ISTE,
SECL & CGCOST
Sponsored International
Conference VIMARSH-
2k22 is being organized for
2 days on 16-17 December
2022 by Chouksey Group of
Colleges. This is the sec-
ond international seminar
in this series being organ-
ized by Chouksey Group of
Colleges. The main theme
of this conference is
Multidisciplinary, under
which excellent research
papers will be published in
a reputed journal. The
Chief Patron of this
International Conference
is Mr. Jai Narayan
Chouksey, Trustee H.K.
Kalchuri Education Trust,
Patron is Mr. Ashish
Jaiswal, Managing
Director, Chouksey Group
of Colleges. Organizing
Committee of the confer-
ence, Dr. D.K. Ahirwar, Dr.
Sanjay Pandey, Dr.
Santosh Sinha as well as
Professor M.K. Verma,
Vice Chancellor, Ch.
Swami Vivekananda
Technical University,
Bhilai, Professor L.P.

Pateria, Vice Chancellor
Shaheed Nandkumar
Patel University, Raigarh,
Dr. C.S. Verma, Regional
Officer and Assistant
Director, Central Regional
Office, All India Council
for Technical Education,
Bhopal and Professor
Shailendra Saraf, Director
HRDC, Pt. Ravi Shankar
Shukla University Raipur
will be special invitees.

Eminent researchers
and scientists from Sri
Lanka, Thailand, South
Africa, Japan and other
countries will participate

in this international con-
ference as keynote speak-
ers. More than 1100 re-
search papers have been
received in this confer-
ence. ISTE, SECL & CG-
COST Sponsored
International Conference
VIMARSH-2k22, this is the
second international con-
ference in this series.
Through this seminar, you
will get information about
the technological changes
happening in the world.
The objective of this event
is to provide a common
platform to scientists,
teachers, researchers and
students by sharing scien-
tific ideas and knowledge.
Various subject experts,
professors, research schol-
ars, students, entrepre-
neurs, product developers
etc. will participate in this
international conference.
In this conference, the par-
ticipants in science, tech-
nology and engineering
subjects will be able to
present their research top-
ics at the international
level through their arti-
cles.
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International Conference  

VIMARSH-2k22 gets underway

BBeerrllaa,,  DDeecc  1133::

An important meeting of
Chhattisgarh Manva Kurmi
Kshastriya Samaj (CMKKS)
Dhamdha Raj was held last on
Saturday in Gram Singardih
and in this the well-known per-
sonalities of the Samaj were
paid rich tributes by garlanding
their photos and to those from
the society who recently
passed away. 

Out of all the cases of the
society, few were sorted out as
per the Samaj’s constitution
and few were taken into con-
sideration for the next meeting
of Samaj. In the above meeting,
Rajiv Dhurandhar gave an
amount of Rs 5001 in the name
of his mother to Dhamdha Raj.
After this discussions were held
on paying scholarship to talent-
ed students and special honour
to them. In this the students
with more than 80% marks in
the Class 10th and 12th and

those above 70% marks in the
College and their parents not
having income above Rs 1.50
lakh per annum and the stu-
dents who excel in the compet-
itive exams will be felicitated.
Information in this regard was
given to members of the Samaj
and it was decided to hold the
next Raj convention in Gram
Gudheli circle and for which
application from Gram Ufra and
Singardih were received. It was
on considering all pros & cons it
was decided to hold the next
sammelan of Raj in Gram Ufara.

In the meeting held last
Saturday in Singardih,
Chandraprakash Pargniha, Raj
Pradhan Dhamdha Raj; up-raj
pradhan Shiva Chandravanshi;
Rajmantri- Rohit Verma;
Sachiv- Kamlesh Verma; co-
sachiv- Tulsi Nayak, Treasurer
Fattelal Verma, Mahila
President Reeta Verma, Saroj
Pargniha, ex-Raj-Pradhan- Arun
Pargniha, central appeal in-
charge Toran Nayak, Yuwa
President Prahlad Verma, TR
Pargniha and others were pres-
ent.

CMKKS Dhamdha Raj meeting held

Pithora, Dec 13:

An overloaded pick-up
with around 42 villagers
onboard turned turtle
near Pithora city on
Sunday and in this all 36
passengers got injured
and six are reported to be
critical. They were first
taken to Community
Health centre (CHC)
Pithora and from there
were referred to Medical
College Mahasamund.
The rest of injured with
minor injuries were treat-
ed at CHS itself.

As per information in
this regard from Police,
the applicant Lalit
Pradhan S/o Sankarshan
Pradhan (60), R/o
Durgapali, informed that
a pick-up vehicle near

Setkunwar Hospital
turned turtle at around
9:30 am under Pithora
thana here on Sunday. In
this 36 villagers got in-
jured and in this two chil-
dren are also involved and
six are reported to be crit-
ical.

It was at 7:30 am the
pick-up vehicle bearing
No. CG 06 GK 9602 left
along with more than 40
villagers from Gram
Durugpalli along with
men, women and chil-
dren. They were all going
to ‘dasgatra’ programme
in Gram Urridadar in
Odisha. It was near the
city itself the driver
Omkar Yadav was driving
the vehicle in reckless
manner and high speed
and due to which it

turned turtle. As per re-
ports 39 persons have got
injured in the incident
and were taken to CHC for
treatment. Six critical re-
ferred to Mahasamund:

The six persons viz.
Belmoti Bariha (45);
Lakeshwari (21);
Rajkumari Pradhan (55);
Ramkunwar Patel (58);
Jhaliyarin (60) after first-

aid in CHC were referred
to Medical College
Mahasamund for treat-
ment.

Daily many pick-ups
going to Kishanpur:

It is notable here that
with rumour of ‘Shivling’
appearing in Gram
Kishanpur, hundreds of
villagers are going in
pick-up vehicles to pay
obeisance and offer re-
spects. But even after re-
peated publication of
news about overloaded ve-
hicles being driven, no ac-
tion has been taken
against commercial and
passenger vehicles by the
local police administra-
tion and it is probably one
of the reasons that such
accidents are taking
place.

36 passengers in pick-up vehicle injured
Six reported critical, as it turned turtle near city

At Chouksey Group of Colleges

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  DDeecc  1133::  The
first meeting of the newly
elected office bearers of
‘Hahayvanshiya Kshetriya
Tamrakar Samaj’ (HKTS) after
formation of new working com-
mittee was held at the resi-
dence of President of Samaj
Hemant Tamrakar. First prayers
to Lord Shri Sahastrabahu were
held and the meeting was start-
ed. Discussions regarding
social issues were held in this
meeting and then discussions
were held on allotment of land
for the Samaj and building con-

struction.  The above meeting
was attended by Natwar Lal
Tamrakar (President Nagar
Palika Parishad, Ahirwara),
Nandlal Tamrakar, Gopichand
Tamrakar, V-P
KishoreTamrakar, Jitendra
Tamrakar, Ajay Tamrakar, gen-
eral secy. Rajkumar Tamrakar,
Secy- Dau Anand Tamrakar,
Treasurer- Ritesh Tamrakar, Co-
Treasurer- Ashuman Tamrakar;
Media in-charge Rounak
Abhinav Tamrakar and by all
the working commitee mem-
bers.

Meeting of HKTS held

Bemetara, Dec 13: 

Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla has said
that like the cities, the
work of providing clean
drinking water is now
being done in the villages.
Drinking water is to be
supplied by the govern-
ment to every house, the
target is to provide drink-
ing water to every house
in every village.

He expressed his views
during the four-day resi-
dential KRC Level-3 train-
ing under Public Health
and Engineering
Department, Bemetara Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM). It
was organized by the
Center for Environment
and Development
Bhubaneswar on Monday
at a private hotel in
Bemetara. Collector

Jitendra Kumar Shukla
inaugurated the four-day
residential training pro-
gram of Gram Panchayat
level stakeholders by light-
ing the lamp. In the train-
ing, the objectives and con-
cept of Jal Jeevan Mission
were discussed and the ac-
tion plan for providing tap
water to every household
was discussed.

The Collector said that
the work of Jal Jeevan

Mission is going on in the
villages and asked to
check its quality and after
the completion of the
scheme it needs to  be
maintained as well.

He asked stakeholders
to take a pledge to make
good use of water in the
village. Collector said that
we have to use water ac-
cording to the require-
ment. If there is water,
then there is tomorrow.

Now meters are being in-
stalled in the taps in big
cities and the place where
more water is being used,
then more tax will have to
be paid.

If meters are installed,
citizens will start using
water in a limited way. The
Collector further said that
the ground water level of
the earth is gradually de-
creasing and keeping this
in mind we have to pay at-

tention to water recharg-
ing. Executive Engineer,
PHE Department said that
after the completion of the
work of Jal Jeevan
Mission, it has to be main-
tained by the Panchayats
and for this Gram
Panchayats can take water
tax from the citizens. We
have to make better use of
drinking water.

The youth of the village
will have to be trained to
improve the leakages of
pipeline etc. Highlighting
the objectives of the four-
day workshop, Dr. Manoj
Das (CED) Bhubaneswar
discussed on water quality
and measures for its pro-
tection and provided infor-
mation regarding ill ef-
fects of diseases caused by
dirty water. The partici-
pants were present during
the training.

Collector inaugurates four-day training of JJM

Birkoni, Dec 13: Sankul-
level sports competitions
were held in Sankul
Kendra Kanya Bikoni in
Gram Achridih on Sunday
and it was held under guid-
ance of Sankul co-ordina-
tor Sahdev Ram Dhruv and
head masters from differ-
ent schools. In this sports
competition, Govt Middle
School, Kapa, Primary
School, Kapa and Primary
School, Bhatapara, Kapa
and Surya Public School,
Kapa remained dominant
among all other schools. In
this Govt Middle School,
Kapa came first in the boy’s
category in Kabaddi, along

with first place in Girl’s cat-
egory; second in the boy’s
and girl’s category in Kho-
kho. In the ‘sui-dhaga’ com-
petition- Neha Nishad
came first and Gigyasu Sen
came first in the 200 mts
run. From Govt Middle
School, Kapa, a total of 40
students took part and on

this achievement of the stu-
dents, Sankul Co-ordinator-
Dhruv Sir, head of
Institution- Shri Y; Sahu
Sir, President of Shala
Prabandhan Samiti; em-
bers and teachers have ex-
tended their greetings and
best wishes to all the stu-
dents.

Students from Kapa 
outshine in sports

 In Sankul-level
sports competition
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‘BJP-led Centre neglected
Meghalaya, NE’

Shillong, Dec 13 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC chief
Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday alleged that the
BJP government at the
Centre has neglected
Meghalaya and other
northeastern states.

Banerjee, addressing a
TMC workers’ convention
here, said her party wants
to assist the people of
Meghalaya to ensure that
the state is ruled by sons of
the soil.

“The central govern-
ment has totally neglected
Meghalaya as well as other
northestern states. We will
ensure that we bring
change and the hill state
prospers... Let us walk to-
gether on path of
progress; why divide peo-
ple based on caste and reli-
gion?” she said.

Banerjee also promised
a financial inclusion
scheme under which a di-
rect transfer of Rs 1,000
per month will be made to
woman in every house-
hold of Meghalaya.

“Women in Meghalaya
have suffered enough.
While the state govern-
ment neglects them, we
aim to empower them,”
she said.

Assembly polls are due
in Meghalaya early next
year.

Earlier in the day, the

Trinamool Congress
supremo also distributed
Rs 5 lakh each to next of
kin of those killed in
clashes along the Assam-
Meghalaya border last
month.

“Today, I met the fami-
lies of the victims of the
tragic Mukroh firing. It
was my duty to stand by
them in their time of grief.
As a small act of assis-
tance, I handed over ex
gratia cheques of Rs 5
lakh to their kin,” she
said.

Violence had broken out
at Mukroh village near the
disputed border between
the two states in West
Karbi Anglong district in
November, after a truck al-
legedly laden with illegal-
ly felled timber was inter-
cepted by forest guards

from Assam
Six people - five tribal

villagers from Meghalaya
and a forest guard from
Assam - were killed in the
clashes. The TMC is now
Meghalaya’s main opposi-
tion party in its 60-mem-
ber assembly by virtue of
the defection of 12 of the
17 Congress MLAs, includ-
ing former chief minister
Mukul Sangma in
November last year.

However, one of the 12
resigned from the assem-
bly and also from the party
last month, reducing the
TMC’s strength in the
House to 11.

Besides Tripura and
Assam, Meghalaya is one
of the northeastern states
where the TMC is trying to
make inroads. The party
had also contested the as-

sembly election in
Manipur in 2012.

While Meghalaya is
being governed by a coali-
tion of NPP, BJP and oth-
ers, the saffron party-
headed groupings are rul-
ing Assam and Tripura.

Accompanied by TMC
national general secretary
and her nephew Abhishek
Banerjee, she reached the
state capital on Monday.

Abhishek Banerjee had
visited Meghalaya twice
this year. During his last
visit, he had inaugurated a
TMC party office in the
Garo Hills region and met
church leaders besides ad-
dressing a public meeting
in western Meghalaya.

Interestingly, the ruling
NPP president and Chief
Minister Conrad
Sangma’s father is the late
PA Sangma, the former
Lok Sabha Speaker who
had merged his faction of
the NCP with the TMC in
2004.

Mamata Banerjee’s visit
to Meghalaya came days
after the state government
filed a criminal defama-
tion suit against TMC na-
tional spokesperson Saket
Gokhale for making
claims that a state-owned
tourism firm misappropri-
ated funds worth over Rs
630 crore.

The TMC is also trying
to make its presence felt in
Tripura and Assam.

Abandoned girl child adopted by Spanish professor
Diphu (Assam), Dec 13 (PTI): 

Abandoned at birth by
her biological parents, a
two-year-old child from a re-
mote area in Assam’s Karbi
Anglong district has found
home in distant Spain with
a professor from the
European country formally
adopting her on Tuesday.
Maria Emngal Rams ar-
rived at Dhansiri town of

this hill district early on
Tuesday morning and took
custody of the minor after
spending more than two
months for paperwork and
other formalities.

“The adoption process
was done through CARA
and after approving and
verifying all documents, we
handed the child to her new
mother at a function here,”
Sanju Bora, founder mem-

ber of Mission Concern’, an
adoption agency where the
child was staying, said.

The Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA)
is a statutory body of the
union ministry of women
and child development
which functions as the
nodal body to monitor and
regulate in-country and
inter-country adoptions.

The adoption agency offi-

cial said the child was
brought to Mission Concern
two years ago in a serious
condition. She was aban-
doned by the roadside and
ants had bitten through her
flesh severely. She was pro-
vided with medical treat-
ment and care under the su-
pervision of Ambika,
whom the children at the
center fondly refer to as
Maa’ (mother).

Bill to include Gonds in ST
category in UP districts

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday took up a bill that
seeks to include the Gond
community in the
Scheduled Tribes category
in parts of Uttar Pradesh.

Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda introduced
the motion for considera-
tion and passage of the bill
when the Upper House re-
assembled at 2 pm post
lunch break.

The Constitution
(Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes) Orders
(Second Amendment) Bill,
2022 passed by the Lok
Sabha in April this year.

The bill seeks to amend
the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) (Uttar
Pradesh) Order, 1967 (ST
Order) and the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950 (SC
Order) with respect to its
application to Uttar
Pradesh. It amends the

Scheduled Castes order to
exclude the Gond commu-
nity as a Scheduled Caste
in four districts of Uttar
Pradesh: Chandauli,
Kushinagar, Sant Kabir
Nagar, and Sant Ravidas
Nagar. It amends the ST
order to recognise the
Gond community as a
Scheduled Tribe in these
four districts.

Pramod Tiwari of the
Congress supported the
bill but wondered why
other communities were
left out from the scope of
the proposed legislation.

He alleged that atroci-
ties against Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes increase in the
country whenever the
BJP-led government
comes to power at the
Centre.

“I support this bill but I
oppose the tokenism this
government does in the
name of welfare of SC and
ST,” said Santanu Sen of
the Trinamool Congress.

He suggested to the gov-
ernment that “instead of

shedding crocodile tears
for the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, re-
ally try to think positive
for the betterment of the
backward communities of
the country”.

Sen said that instead of
bringing separate bills the
government should have
taken comprehensive
measures to include some
other communities in dif-
ferent states.

Members cutting across
party lines supported the
proposed legislation but
called for inclusion of
more communities in the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes cate-
gories.

Niranjan Bishi of the
BJD, Subhas Chandra
Bose Pilli of the YSRCP
and V Sivadasan of the
CPI(M) supported the bill.

Ramji of the BSP sup-
ported the bill but claimed
that atrocities against trib-
als have risen in the coun-
try and called for stringent
action against the perpe-
trators of such incidents.

‘Will repeal PSA if NC comes to power’
Srinagar, Dec 13 (PTI): 

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday said the National
Conference will repeal the
controversial Public
Safety Act (PSA) if it
forms the government in
the Union Territory after
the Assembly elections.

He also termed as unfor-
tunate the face-off be-
tween the armies of India
and China in Arunachal
Pradesh and said the two
countries should work to-
gether to improve their re-
lations.

“They (Centre) have
only kept those (old) laws
here which can be used to
harass people. There is no
(Public) Safety Act any-
where in the country...it is
only in Jammu and
Kashmir. I have said it ear-
lier and I repeat when the

National Conference gov-
ernment comes, on the
first day, this law will be
repealed,” Abdullah told
party workers at Dooru in
Anantnag district.

The PSA was first enact-
ed by the then J-K govern-
ment headed by National
Conference founder
Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah in 1978 to curb
timber smuggling. The
law, which provides for de-
tention of up to two years

without trial, was later
used against terrorists
and separatists after the
eruption of militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir in
1990.

While the Centre did
away with a large number
of laws passed by the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the
reorganisation of Jammu
and Kashmir in 2019, the
PSA was one of the few
laws that were retained.

Abdullah said the abro-
gation of Article 370 will
be an issue in the
Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir,
which will be held for the
first time after the
Centre’s August 2019
move. The schedule for the
elections has not been an-
nounced yet.

“It is obvious that this
election will not be con-

tested merely on bijli,
sadak, pani (electricity,
roads and water).
Whatever has happened
since August 5, 2019 will be
an issue in the elections.
Let’s see what the people’s
verdict is,” he added.

The former chief minis-
ter said his party will take
every step to protect the
identity and interests of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

He accused the Centre of
taking away the resources
and jobs of local people by
bringing outsiders in the
Union territory.

“The mineral extraction
contracts are given to out-
siders...Even the postman
who delivers letters will be
brought in from other
places. Our youth are not
deemed fit for these jobs,”
Abdullah claimed.

“I would have had no ob-
jection to these things but

then they should take our
youth and give them jobs
in Haryana, Punjab, UP
and other states. They
should allow our contrac-
tors to do mining in
Punjab. But they won’t do
it,” he added.

Abdullah said a
National Conference gov-
ernment will ensure that
the land and the resources
of Jammu and Kashmir
are reserved for locals
only.

On development, he
lambasted the J-K admin-
istration alleging that it is
not able to carry out even
10 per cent of the work
that should have been
done.

“During our time, we
might have been able to
get only 70 per cent of the
work done, but this admin-
istration has failed to get
even 10 per cent done,” he
added.

All sub-registrars in Delhi
to be women

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

From property registra-
tions to marriage registra-
tions, Delhi will now see only
women sub-registrars in-
volved in dealing with com-
mon people as Lt Governor V
K Saxena directed Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar to
appoint them. The move
would mean that for the first
time, all 22 Sub-Registrars
(SRs) in Delhi government’s
Revenue Department will be
women officers.

In an official statement,
the LG office said that it is ex-
pected that with women offi-
cers at the helm, the “preva-
lent corruption, red-tapism
and harassment of people at
such offices will be mitigat-
ed”. The sub-registrar offices
are at the cutting edge of gov-
ernment’s interface with the
common citizens, it said.

After assuming office,

Saxena, with an aim of em-
powering women in govern-
ment services by placing
them in positions of impor-
tance, had envisaged that the
sub-registrar offices of the
Delhi government’s Revenue
Department be headed by
women officials.

“This, he had underlined,
would also ensure more sen-
sitive, corruption-free and
empathetic public dealing, as
experience around the world
had established,” the state-
ment added. The sub-regis-
trar offices are responsible
for land registry sale, pur-
chase and lease, registration
of properties, sale deeds, is-
suing share certificates,
marriage registrations, is-
suing of caste certificates,
income certificates, verifica-
tion of documents and other
services that have a direct
bearing on the common peo-
ple, it said.

Delhi govt’s reply on office infrastructure
for prosecutors evasive: HC

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court has
observed that the Delhi gov-
ernment’s reply regarding
office space and infrastruc-
ture for prosecutors has
been “evasive” and asked
the principal secretaries of
the law and home depart-
ments to be present before
it on the next date of hear-
ing.

It was hearing an applica-
tion filed by the Delhi
Prosecutors Welfare
Association in a pending
suo motu case concerning
digitisation of the
Directorate of Prosecution.

A bench of justices
Mukta Gupta and Poonam
A Bamba noted that though
it had called for a report
from the home depart-

ment’s principal secretary
on the matter, it was sub-
mitted under the signature
of the Director of
Prosecution.

“In this application, this
court is presently dealing
with the demands of the
prosecution department
and thus, it is not proper
that the status report in re-
sponse to the direction of
this court has been filed by
the director prosecution,
that is, the applicant before
this court,” the bench said
in its order on December 8,
which was uploaded on the
court’s website on Monday.

The high court said that
“the response of the home
department appears to be
evasive as, for instance, in
respect of office space and
office infrastructures, the

remarks of the home de-
partment are that no action
was required at their end
and thus, a letter was sent
to the registrar general of
this court, requesting to
pursue the issue of provid-
ing adequate space in each
district to the prosecuting
officers”.

The bench said regarding
the proposal to reimburse
the amount for purchasing
laptops, printers and tablet
computers, it has been stat-
ed by authorities that the
previous bids were can-
celled as participants could
not qualify in the technical
bid and a fresh bid was
floated on November 9. “It
is not noted as to when the
earlier bid was cancelled
and the decision to call for a
fresh bid was taken. As re-

gards the request of the
prosecutors for subscrip-
tion of law journals is con-
cerned, again, a proposal
has been sent to the home
department, however, no
reply thereon has been re-
ceived,” it said.

Considering the stands
taken in the status report,
the bench asked the princi-
pal secretaries of the home
and the law departments of
the Delhi government to be
present in court on the next
date of hearing January 12.

The high court had earli-
er issued a notice to the
Delhi government and
sought its response on the
application, filed through
advocate Kushal Kumar,
seeking to provide adequate
digital infrastructure and
facilities to prosecutors.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Devotees take part in a religious procession taken out to mark the first anniversary of

the Kashi Vishwanath Dham, in Varanasi, Tuesday. 

TRIBUTE TO PARRIKAR

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant pays tribute to former Goa CM Manohar Parrikar

on his birth anniversary, at Smriti Sthal Miramar in Panaji, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Inaugurate 
 Chennai: Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin inaugu-
rated the state owned
Aavin ice-cream fac-
tory established at a
cost of Rs 12.26 crore
in Salem on Tuesday.
The state-of-the-art
facility, virtually in-
augurated by the
Chief Minister from
the secretariat here,
can produce 6,000
pieces of ice-creams
in the form of cone
and cup in various
flavours measuring
50 ml, 100 ml, 500 ml
and 1 litre which
would be sold
through the retail
outlets.

Detected
 Srinagar: Security

forces on Tuesday de-
tected an improvised
explosive device (IED)
planted on the side of
a road in the Sopore
area of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Baramulla
district, officials said.
The IED, which was
planted by militants,
was detected by a road
opening party of the
security forces at
Tulibal in Sopore in
the morning, they
said.

Electrocution 
 Jamshedpur: A male

tusker died of electro-
cution after it came in
contact with a loose
high-tension live wire
in Jharkhand’s East
Singhbhum district, a
police officer said on
Tuesday. The elephant
which was separated
from the herd, was
moving around the
village in search of
food for last three
days. It came into con-
tact with high tension
live wire near Bhatin
village, about 35 km
from here, and got
electrocuted in the in-
tervening night of
Monday/Tuesday, the
officer said.

Tragedy
 Tiruvannamalai: A

man allegedly killed
his wife and four chil-
dren, including two
teenage daughters and
ended his life at his
house in Chengam
taluk in the district,
police said Tuesday.
Another daughter,
aged about 9, who was
admitted to the gov-
ernment hospital here
with cut injuries ini-
tially, has been re-
ferred to the
Government Hospital
in Chennai for ad-
vanced treatment.

Cancelled 
 New Delhi: The

FCRA registration of
1,811 NGOs were can-
celled by the govern-
ment between 2019-21
for alleged violation of
law, Union Minister of
State for Home
Nityanand Rai said in
Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. According to
the law, any NGO
which intends to re-
ceive foreign funding
must register itself
under the FCRA.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah with Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
during a tribute ceremo-
ny to pay homage to
martyrs who lost their
lives in the 2001
Parliament attack on its
21st anniversary, at
Parliament House com-
plex in New Delhi,
Tuesday. West Bengal Chief Minister and TMC supremo Mamata

Banerjee during a meeting with family members of victims
of Mukroh firing incident on Tuesday.

 Introduced in RS

Omar Abdullah 



SNOW COVERED TREES 

A car passes snow covered trees at the ‘Harz’ mountains near Wernigerode, Germany,
Tuesday, Dec. 13
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Washington, Dec 13 (PTI):

The G-7 countries on
Monday came out in sup-
port of India’s presidency
of G-20 countries and reit-
erated its commitments
towards an equitable
world. In a joint statement
issued on Monday, the
leaders of the G-7 coun-
tries said they endorse a
sustainable future for all.

“Under the German
Presidency, we, the G7, to-
gether with other interna-
tional partners, have
demonstrated our resolve
to jointly addressing both
major systemic challenges
and immediate crises of
our time. Our commit-
ments and actions pave

the way for progress to-
wards an equitable
world,” leaders of G-7
countries said in a joint
statement.

“As we look to the 2023
G7 Summit in Hiroshima
under the Japanese
Presidency, and in our
support to the Indian G20
Presidency, we stand
strong, united and ab-
solutely committed to re-
building a peaceful, pros-
perous and sustainable fu-
ture for all,” the statement
further added. India for-
mally assumed the G20
Presidency on December
1.

Prime Minister Modi
said said India will work
to further promote one-
ness, inspired by the
theme of “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” and
listed terror, climate
change, pandemic as the
greatest challenges that

can be best fought togeth-
er.

India’s G20 priorities
will be shaped in consulta-
tion with not just our G20
partners, but also our fel-
low-travellers in the global
South, whose voice often
goes unheard, Modi said
in an article which ap-
peared in several newspa-
pers and was posted on his
website as well. India’s
G20 agenda will be inclu-
sive, ambitious, action-
oriented and decisive, he
said.

The next G20 Leaders’
Summit at the level of
Heads of
State/Government is
scheduled to be held on
September 9 and 10 in
New Delhi. The G20 or
Group of 20 is an inter-
governmental forum of
the world’s major devel-
oped and developing
economies.

It comprises Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, the UK,
the US and the European
Union (EU).

Together, they account
for over 80 per cent of the
global Gross Domestic
Product, 75 per cent of in-
ternational trade and two-
thirds of the world popu-
lation. On Monday,
Leaders of the Group of
Seven (G7) countries high-
lighted on progress of
their cooperation under
Germany’s Presidency to
jointly address global
challenges at a time of se-
vere geopolitical crisis
and critical moment for
the world economy. The
group was joined by
Ukraine’s President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
“This year in the face of
Russia’s illegal, unjustifi-
able and unprovoked war
of aggression against
Ukraine, we stood more
united than ever, together

with Ukraine and in un-
wavering commitment to
our shared values, the
rules-based multilateral
order and international
cooperation,” said the
joint statement.

G7 countries support India’s G20 Presidency

Sioux Falls, Dec 13 (AP):

A massive winter storm
blew across the center of
the US on Monday,
threatening millions of
people with heavy snow,
freezing rain and flood-

ing.
The National Weather

Service warned that
there would be “numer-
ous, widespread, and im-
pactful weather hazards
in the heart of the coun-
try this week.”

People from Idaho
spanning into Wisconsin
and as far south as
Louisiana were warned
to be ready for blizzard-
like conditions in the
north and flash flooding
in the south.

By Tuesday, Texas and
northern Louisiana
could be pummeled by
severe hail, winds and
tornadoes. The storm
will continue southeast
into Florida later in the
week, forecasters said.

Millions in central US brace for
snow, rain and floods

Kyiv, Dec 13 (AP):

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pressed Western leaders
on Monday to provide
more advanced weapons to
help his country in its war
with Russia, and he re-
peated his calls for
Russian forces to with-
draw from occupied areas
of Ukraine, suggesting
Christmas as a retreat
date.

During a video confer-
ence, Zelenskky told host
Germany and other lead-
ers of the Group of Seven
industrial powers: “It
would be right to begin the
withdrawal of Russian
troops from the interna-
tionally recognized terri-
tory of Ukraine this
Christmas. If Russia with-

draws its troops from
Ukraine, then a reliable
cessation of hostilities
will be ensured.”

He added: “The answer
from Moscow will show
what they really want
there: either a further con-
frontation with the world,
or finally an end to aggres-
sion.”

The Kremlin has reject-
ed all previous appeals to
reverse its land grabs in
Ukraine. It didn’t immedi-

ately respond to this latest
one.

The two countries
haven’t engaged in any re-
cent peace talks and there
is no end in sight for the
war, which is in its 10th
month and has killed and
wounded tens of thou-
sands of people and left
dozens of Ukrainian cities
and towns in ruins .

Russia has illegally an-
nexed parts of eastern and
southern Ukraine, includ-
ing the Crimean
Peninsula in 2014, though
it doesn’t fully control all
of them. Zelenskyy has
said his goal is to reclaim
all occupied territory,
while Russian President
Vladimir Putin insists on
solidifying his forces’ con-
trol over the areas.

In his address to the G-7,

Zelenskyy echoed his
prime minister’s Sunday
appeal for long-range mis-
siles, modern tanks, ar-
tillery and missile batter-
ies and other high-tech air
defense systems to counter
Russian attacks that have
knocked out electricity
and water supplies for mil-
lions of Ukrainians. He ac-
knowledged that,
“Unfortunately, Russia
still has an advantage in
artillery and missiles.

Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal told French
broadcaster LCI that in ad-
dition to making
Ukrainians suffer, Russia
wants to swamp Europe
with a new wave of
Ukrainian refugees by
continuing to strike power
stations and other infra-
structure.

Ukraine president again presses
West for advanced weapons

Montreal, Dec 13 (PTI):

India has about 27 per
cent of its area under con-
servation and can comfort-
ably reach the target of
protecting 30 per cent of
land and water by 2030, ac-
cording to a senior dele-
gate negotiating for the
country at the COP15 bio-
diversity conference here
in Canada.

J Justin Mohan, the
Secretary of the National
Biodiversity Authority
(NBA), noted that India is
already a member of the
High Ambition Coalition
(HAC), a group of 113
countries that aims at
bringing 30 per cent of the
geographical area under
conservation by 2030, also
known as 30X30 target.

“With our protective

area network comprising
reserved forests, national
parks, wildlife sanctuar-
ies, mangroves, Ramsar
sites, eco-sensitive zones,
and community reserves,
India has already achieved
about 27 per cent of the
area under conservation,”
Mohan told PTI.

“We are now focusing
on more areas to be
brought under conserva-
tion through biodiversity
heritage sites and Other
Effective Conservation
Measures (OECMS). India
can comfortably achieve
the targets of 30X30 in
2030,” he explained.

OECMS are areas con-
served by private and pub-
lic entities. Large tracts of
land are maintained with
trees and biodiversity
parks by private and pub-

lic sector companies, edu-
cational institutions and
army cantonments
among others that could
be brought under the
conservation network
as OECMs.

“In India, there is a
lot of potential for
OECMs and this will
help to achieve our tar-
gets of conserving 30
per cent of our geo-
graphical area,” Mohan
said.

“Since these are not
tagged to any biodiver-
sity law, there are no
hurdles for the estab-
lishments designating
their areas as OECMs,”
he added.

Vinod Mathur, the for-
mer chairperson of
India’s National
Biodiversity Authority

(NBA), noted that India
has developed a 14-catego-
ry classification system to
define OECMs.

India can comfortably achieve 30X30 
biodiversity target: COP15 delegate

Moscow, Dec 13 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin will not be
holding his annual year-
end marathon news con-
ference this month amid
the war in Ukraine, a
break in the long-held tra-
dition that observers have
attributed to the Kremlin’s
uneasiness about a string
of battlefield setbacks.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov has con-
firmed that Putin wouldn’t
hold the annual news con-
ference for the first time in
10 years. He didn’t com-
ment on the reason behind
it, but many commenta-
tors attributed it to the
Russian leader’s reluc-
tance to face unpleasant
questions about what he

calls Russia’s “special mil-
itary operation” in
Ukraine.

The annual news confer-
ence has been used by the
Kremlin to polish Putin’s
image. The tightly stage-
managed show televised
live lasted for up to 4 1/2
hours and featured Putin
talking about a wide range
of domestic and foreign
policy issues.

Political analyst Abbas

Gallyamov said in a video
commentary that Putin
cancelled the annual news
conference because “he
has nothing to say from
the point of view of strate-
gy.”

“The press conference
has become a significant
fixture in Putin’s calendar
of public engagement and
has frequently been used
as an opportunity to
demonstrate the supposed
integrity of Putin,” the
UK Defence Ministry said
in a commentary on
Twitter.

“Although questions are
almost certainly usually
vetted in advance, the can-
cellation is likely due to in-
creasing concerns about
the prevalence of anti-war
feeling in Russia,” it said.

“Kremlin officials are al-
most certainly extremely
sensitive about the possi-
bility that any event at-
tended by Putin could be
hijacked by unsanctioned
discussion about the spe-
cial military operation.”

Amid a string of mili-
tary setbacks in Ukraine,
Putin spiked another an-
nual fixture, a televised
call-in show in which he
takes questions from the
public to nurture his fa-
ther-of-the-nation image.

Putin also so far has
failed to deliver the tele-
vised state-of-the-nation
address to parliament, a
speech he’s obliged by the
country’s constitution to
deliver each year. The
Kremlin hasn’t set a date
for Putin’s address.

Cornered in Ukraine, Putin ditches
annual news conference

Islamabad, Dec 13 (AP):

China on Tuesday ad-
vised its citizens in
Afghanistan to leave the
country “as soon as possi-
ble”, following a coordinat-
ed attack by Islamic State
militants the previous day
on a Chinese-owned hotel
in the heart of Kabul.

The Chinese advisory
appeared to be a setback
for Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers who seek foreign in-
vestments in hopes of halt-
ing the downward spiral of
the Afghan economy since
their takeover of the coun-
try more than a year ago.

The militant Islamic
State group - a key rival of
the Taliban - claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack
Monday afternoon on
Kabul Longan Hotel,
which left three assailants

dead and at least two hotel
guests injured as they
tried to escape by jumping
out of a window.

Plumes of smoke rose
from the 10-story building
in the central Shar-e Naw
neighbourhood, according
to images posted on social

media as the attack unfold-
ed. Residents reported ex-
plosions and gunfire.

Taliban forces rushed to
the area and blocked all
roads leading to the site.
Khalid Zadran, the
T a l i b a n - a p p o i n t e d
spokesman for the Kabul

police chief, said the at-
tack lasted several hours,
followed by a clean-up op-
eration. On Tuesday,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang
Wenbin called the attack
“egregious in nature” and
said China was “deeply
shocked”.

Beijing demanded a
“thorough investigation”
and urged the Taliban gov-
ernment “to take resolute
and strong measures to en-
sure the safety of Chinese
citizens, institutions and
projects in Afghanistan,”
Wang said.

The Chinese Embassy
in Kabul sent its team to
the site to help with the
rescue, treatment and ac-
commodations for the vic-
tims of the attack, Wang
added. “In view of the cur-
rent security situation in

Afghanistan, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs once
again advised Chinese citi-
zens and institutions in
Afghanistan to evacuate
from Afghanistan as soon
as possible,” Wang said.

The Taliban swept
across the country in
August 2021, seizing power
as US and NATO forces
were in the last weeks of
their final withdrawal
from Afghanistan after 20
years of war.

Since their takeover, the
international community
has balked at extending of-
ficial recognition to the
former insurgents who
have broken promises of
pursuing a more moderate
path forward, including
reopening schools to girls
beyond the sixth grade
and safeguarding minori-
ty rights.

China urges citizens to leave
Afghanistan after Kabul attack

A damaged hotel building sits charred from fire after an
attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Dec. 13.

 Reiterates commit-
ments towards 
equitable world

VV iolence against women and
girls remains the most perva-

sive human rights violation around
the world. It manifests itself in many
forms: sexual violence, physical vio-
lence, emotional and psychological
violence, harmful traditional prac-
tices, socio-economic violence, and
other forms of gender-based vio-
lence. Explicit and implicit cultural
legitimation for violence against
women and girls has to end if we are
to deliver on the promise of a social-
ly just and ecologically sustainable
world order for everyone.

Despite years of unending struggle
to end all forms of gender-based vio-
lence, more than 1 in 3 women con-
tinue to experience gender-based
violence during their lifetime, a fig-
ure that has largely remained static
over the last decade. This becomes
even more alarming when we realise
that the 2030 UN Agenda for
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), adopted by all countries
globally in 2015, calls for the elimina-
tion of violence against women and
girls (by 2030) - namely through tar-
get 5.2 under SDG-goal 5 on gender
equality and women's empower-
ment.

The annual observance of 16 Days
of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence campaign that began on
Friday, 25 November 2022
(International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women) ended
on Saturday, 10 December 2022
(Human Rights Day). Led by civil
society, and managed by UN Women,

the campaign is supported by the
United Nations through the Secretary
General’s UNiTE by 2030 to End
Violence against Women initiative
that was launched in 2008. This
year’s theme was “UNiTE! Activism
to end violence against women and
girls”.

IIss  ffeemmiicciiddee  ddaattaa,,  ttiipp  ooff  tthhee  iiccee--
bbeerrgg??

According to a study, of the esti-
mated number of 81,100 women and
girls killed intentionally in 2021
worldwide, 45,000 (55%) were killed
by intimate partners or other family
members. In other words, more than
5 women or girls are killed every hour
by someone in their own family.
While these numbers are alarmingly
high, the true scale of femicide is
likely to be much higher, more so as
data on gender-related killings com-
mitted in the public sphere are par-
ticularly scarce. Asia has the dubious
distinction of topping the list of
female homicides, with 17,800
women and girls killed in 2021, which
was just slightly lower than 18,600 in
2020.

In the Asia Pacific region, as many
as 75% of women have reportedly
experienced sexual harassment.
Also, over 37% of women in South
Asia, 40% of women in South-East
Asia and 68% of women in the Pacific
have experienced intimate partner
physical or sexual violence in their
lifetime. As per a WHO report preva-
lence of lifetime intimate partner vio-
lence among ever-married/ ever-
partnered women aged 15–49 in
South-East Asia region is highest in
Bangladesh at 50% followed by
Timor Leste at 38% and India at 35%.

Combating sexual harassment and
other forms of gender-based violence
is a long and difficult journey, espe-
cially in South Asian countries, where
such offences seem to have become
a regular occurrence. So much so
that in many countries, sexual
harassment in public spaces is often
normalized and referred to as eve-
teasing. Simple acts like walking
down a lonely street or catching a

late night bus or metro alone are
fraught with trepidation for many of
our sisters, despite all the so called
talks of women empowerment.

CCrriimmeess  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ggiirrllss
aarree  oonn  tthhee  rriissee

Another scary dimension is the
increasing incidence of rape of minor
girls, even as young as 5 years or
less. Everyday we come across news
of sexual assaults on toddlers and
kids. The perversity of raping a 2-3
years old girl child is beyond compre-
hension. It reeks of a degenerate
patriarchy that has sunk to abysmal
depths.

In 2021, 430,000 crimes against
women were registered in the coun-
try, as per the National Crime
Records Bureau - a 13% increase
from 2020. More over, nearly 32,000
women were raped (almost 90 every-
day), 10% of them being minors,
some of them even below 6 years of
age. The actual numbers would be
much higher as many cases go unre-
ported. Worse still rape survivors are
treated inhumanely- stigmatised by
the society, and often shamed by the
police and the judiciary. Factors asso-
ciated with sexual and gender-relat-
ed violence perpetration include
beliefs in family honour and sexual
purity; ideologies of male entitle-
ment and privilege over women;
social norms regarding masculinity;
assertion of male control or power to
enforce decadent gender roles; dis-
criminatory laws and weak legal
sanctions for sexual violence. Gender
inequality and norms on the accept-
ability of violence against women are
a root cause of violence against
women and girls. 

VViioolleennccee  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ggiirrllss
wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess

The plight of women and girls with
disabilities is still worse. They are on
the blind spot everywhere. Even as
countries strengthen their infrastruc-
ture in various sectors, the needs of
people with disabilities are often
overlooked. It is very common to see
even modern buildings in countries
of South and South-East Asia that

total disregard the needs of those
with disabilities. They lack even sim-
ple things like ramps and/or path-
ways that can be navigated by those
with physical or visual impairments,
forget about special parking lots for
them, as we find in the West.
"Women and girls with disabilities
face lots of limitations throughout
their lives. It starts from their family,
and then percolates to the society,
community and institutions. Many of
those coming from poor families, are
physically tortured by their own fam-
ily members and community people.
There has to be overall inclusion of
those with disabilities in all sectors.
It is about their dignity and accept-
ance”, said Ashrafun Nahar Misti,
Executive Director, Women with
Disability Development Foundation
(WDDF) Bangladesh. Misti spoke
with CNS (Citizen News Service)
around the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities. Having a
positive attitude, behaviour and
acceptance of women will go a long
way in reducing violence against all,
including women and girls with dis-
abilities, she added.

The hectic activities of this year’s
16 days of activism against sexual
and other forms of gender-based vio-
lence are behind us now. But this is
an everyday battle. Every person
regardless of gender expression and
identity, must unite to fight all forms
of gender-based violence every wak-
ing moment, with unstinted support
from governments, who have already
promised to deliver on the SDGs, one
of which calls for the elimination of
violence against women and girls.
Economic and social empowerment
of women and girls and their
increased participation in the work-
force will go a long way in disman-
tling patriarchal systems and making
this world a safer place to live in. Yes,
it is easier said than done. But we
have no other option. The campaign
has to percolate to every nook and
corner of every region and not
remain confined to urban elite pock-
ets. Together we can.

Chronicle
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Outlaw of all types
of ballons needed

Balloons may be entertaining to
both children and adults,but
they are indeed harmful to liv-
ing beings and environment.
Nitrosamines and other chemi-
cals are formed in the manufac-
ture of Balloons when the rub-
ber is processed to make it
more resistant. These chemi-
cals can be released when a bal-
loon is inflated by mouth. These
are carcinogens to
humans.Balloons can be espe-
cially harmful to birds and
marine life, such as fish and tur-
tles, who can mistake the bal-
loon debris for food and get
entangled in ribbons.All
released balloons, whether they
are released intentionally or
not, return to Earth as ugly lit-
ter – including those marketed
as “biodegradable latex”.
Balloons kill countless animals
and cause dangerous power
outages. They can travel thou-
sands of miles and pollute the
most remote and pristine
places.Ballons leads to risk for
wildlife for sure and the envi-
ronment.According to research,
ordinary  ballons can take up to
thirty years to decompose.
Latex balloons (often synthetic
rubber) will likely take  upto
five years to break down and
gets degraded in soil. In the
time before they completely
decompose, these balloons can
still wreak havoc on the ecosys-
tems they end up in and often-
times, they do.On other hand
Helium balloons, are plastic
therefore, it takes hundreds of
years to degrade in soil, if they
aren't disposed meanwhile in
getting degraded it pollutes
soil.According to scientists, the
bright colors of balloons tend to
attract wildlife, and sadly, ani-
mals will sometimes mistake
them for food, which leads to
obstructions in their gastroin-
testinal tracts. The strings from
the balloons can also wrap
around their bodies, which
often leads to asphyxiation.
Researchers in many countries
found that a total of one in
seven all types of birds die reg-
ularly, as a result of eating a
balloon. Already many devel-
oped countries banned certain
ballons. Therefore  our Center
should outlaw all types of bal-
lons.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Tributes to
Sulochana Chavan

In the death of renowned
Marathi 'Lavani' singing stalwart
Sulochana Chavan the musical
fraternity has lost a multi
faceted personality. 'Lavani' is a
most popular form of folk music
in rural Maharashtra which is
coupled with dance. Chavan had
created her own style of singing
and the void created by her
death is difficult to be filled up.
A 'Padmashri' recipient, Chavan
had contributed by singing
Hindi, Guajarati, Bhojpuri, Tamil,
Punjabi songs along with
Marathi. The erstwhile 'Radio
Ceylon' had taken the cog-
nizance of her different type of
singing style.  She wrote her
autobiography in Marathi 'Majha
Gana Majha Jagana' ('My Song
My Life').

AAnniill  RR  TToorrnnee,,  TTaalleeggaaoonn,,
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School students take part in a campaign to save Aravali, in Gurugram, Tuesday, Dec. 13.

CAMPAIGN TO SAVE ARAVALI

U
sually things start with a display of offensive ban-
ners and end with a flag meeting. Tempers cool fol-

lowed by the rival “20-year-olds” going back to each
their neck of the woods either side of the LAC. This
time, it was at Tawang far to the east of Galwan and hap-
pened on December 9. The Indo-China border was never
demarcated on stone. And the Chinese PLA never let go
a chance to send a message to India that it’s the more
powerful army. Galwan two years ago was on a different
level. 20 Indian Army soldiers were killed. The Chinese
PLA refused to declare their casualties. It is psychologi-
cal. Usually the PLA soldiers walk in, take a stroll on the
“India side” of the porous LAC and return to “their
side” leaving behind telltale chocolate wrappers, and
messy Chinese crap. Sometimes, when they cross in rel-
atively big numbers, the diminutive PLA get aggressive
and then it is Shaolin School, and nail-studded primitive
wooden clubs. Give them an inch, and they’ll take a
yard. The Modi government is pretty good at playing
safe. The Indian Army’s northern commander not a
month ago reminded citizens that the army would cross
the LoC and take POK if and when it gets the civilian’s
order. The same does not seem to apply to the LAC. Or,
perhaps the current civilian leadership likes to play
dead and let the PLA get away with murder, so to speak.
Reports say six Indian Army soldiers sustained “minor
injuries” in Tawang December 9 and were airlifted to a
military hospital in Assam. Are there no military-grade
hospitals in Arunachal Pradesh? Fact is, but for the
nosy-noisy media, the Modi government would have
kept mum with the fervent hope that the media would
also keep mum. What rankles “all of us” is the Indian
Army is always at the short end of the Chinese PLA
stick. The proactive PLA always crosses the ‘Lakshman
Rekha’. India’s soldiers get assaulted and then, when the
crap hits the proverbial fan, the Modi Government is-
sues anodyne statements which raise a ruckus. That’s
all, end of story. The media reverts to language dull and
dead like “de-escalated” and “disengaged” with “face-
off ” thrown in just so that ‘de-escalated’ and ‘disen-
gaged’ make sense to the dumb millions. Now, with
things left unsaid, as usual, the Indian population is
tense and insulted. Will 1962 ever be avenged? Just like,
will PoK ever be retrieved? Here’s what happened: The
Indian and Chinese soldiers had a face-off at Yangtse
December 9 when 300 to 400 Chinese PLA armed with
crude weapons crossed the LAC…taser guns, wooden
clubs, spikes with nails, monkey fists, made of iron and
worn on wrists. Indian soldiers challenged the Chinese.
More Indian troops arrived. Stones were hurled and
then hand-to-hand combat. Sticks and canes were also
used. More Chinese PLA sustained injuries. The PLA
hadn’t expected such a swift Indian response. Then
came disengagement, followed by a brief statement, and
a flag meeting. Thereafter, “structured mechanisms to
restore peace and tranquility” took over. But look deep-
er and it is not hard to discern that the Chinese PLA has
the upper hand because it’s the aggressor, always. The
Indian Army has to hold back and take it on the chin, al-
ways, because the Indian leadership does not have a
China policy to talk about other than the one dictated by
expediency. Such tame statements like “in certain areas
along the LAC in the Tawang sector in Arunachal, there
are areas of differing perceptions, wherein both sides
patrol the area up to their claim lines. This has been the
trend since 2006” hardly make an impression on the
PLA, which treats India like it treats island nation
Taiwan, a puny adversary which can be given a spank-
ing once every often.

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I
t is well known that achieving energy independence
and reducing the harmful environmental effects of en-

ergy use and production are significant objectives of
India's long-term energy policy. Although the development
of alternative energy sources is the main priority, it is
vital to encourage both the general people and businesses
to improve their energy efficiency. India's recent energy
growth has seen tremendous breakthroughs, yet there are
still numerous obstacles to overcome. This is the prime
motivation behind the creation of National Energy
Conservation Day.The day, which is observed annually on
December 14th, serves as a reminder of India's dedication
to promoting sustainable energy and combating climate
change. India has made significant progress toward a
clean energy future. Energy efficiency can help meet
India's growing energy needs cost-effectively while also
improving the environment for future generations. India's
energy needs are expected to increase.The International
Energy Agency (IEA) estimates that India's energy de-
mand could rise by more than 3% annually through 2030,
the greatest rate of any country, as a result of urbanisa-
tion and industrialization.In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Energy Conservation Act of 2001, the
Government of India established the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) on March 1, 2002. The BEE is a constitu-
tional organization that reports to the Indian Government
and aids in the formulation of policies and plans to cut
back on energy consumption.The primary objective would
be to reduce energy intensity in the economy.The Energy
Conservation Act, 2001 was also amended in 2010 to ad-
dress various new factors which emerged with the devel-
opment of the energy market over a period of time and to
provide for more efficient and effective use of energy and
its conservation. Reduced greenhouse gas emissions, less
demand for imported energy, and cheaper costs for house-
holds and the economy as a whole are just a few advan-
tages of energy efficiency.While renewable energy tech-
nologies also aid in achieving these goals, increasing ener-
gy efficiency is the least expensive and frequently the
fastest option to cut back on the usage of fossil fuels. In
every area of the economy, there are vast chances to in-
crease efficiency.Therefore, the nation's citizens should
start conserving energy right away to help ensure the sur-

INDIA’S ENERGY STRATEGY

Indian army need a good
China policy to tackle PLA

Violence against women and girls 
is not cultural but criminal

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

Bhupendra Patel fondly addressed
as 'Dada' by his supporters took
oath as the 18th Chief Minister of
Gujarat  for the second consecu-
tive time which was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in
Gujarat and many other Top lead-
ers. Patel was administered the
oath as the 18th CM by Governor
Acharya Devvrat in Gandhinagar. 

Bhupendra Patel had in 2017
won the seat with a huge margin
of 1.17 lakh votes and the BJP had
announced that Patel will be given
the top post again after this elec-
tion. Patel has credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for it and
said the people of the state have
rejected the anti-national ele-
ments in the Assembly election.
BJP has won Gujarat under the
leadership of Bhupendra Patel.
Patel is a dedicated BJP party
worker who rose through the ranks

of state politics from the munici-
pality level. It was a surprise
choice for the top post when the
BJP decided to implement a
regime change, replacing the
entire ministry a year before the
elections. Patel has managed to
remain away from the spotlight,
shun controversy and, largely, get
the work done – in other words,
prove the man the party wanted
him to be in the run-up to the elec-
tions. 

The BJP’s seventh consecutive
Assembly poll win in Gujarat is its
biggest since the founding of this
state in 1960. Patel scripted histo-
ry by winning the Ghatlodia con-
stituency by a record margin of
about 1,92,000 votes. Patel is
known as BJP's silent trou-
bleshooter in Gujarat who has his
unique way with the people that
he can take everyone along. In just
one year, he has solved a lot of
problems without any publicity.
Gujarat is the home state of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and union

home minister Amit Shah and a big
win in the state is what the BJP
expected. Modi has rightly said
that  every person of Gujarat now
has a strong feeling of ownership
in transforming the state. 

"Looking at the remarkable
progress over the last 20 years, the
inner voice in every Gujarati
proudly proclaims 'Aa Gujarat
Mein Banavyu che'. The saffron
party, which has not lost a single
Assembly election in the state
since 1995, is all set for a landslide
victory and has been leading in
156 seats out of 182 Assembly
seats.   

While it has been in power for
the last 27 years, the party has
never won an election with such a
massive mandate. While address-
ing a press conference after the
legislative party meeting, Patel
said the implementation of prom-
ises made in the BJP’s poll mani-
festo, including the implementa-
tion of the Uniform Civil Code, will
be the priority of his government..

Bhupendra Patel is, however, not a
new face in politics and has served
as the Ahmedabad municipal
councillor. Patel, who holds a
diploma in civil engineering, also
served as the chairman of the
Standing Committee of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation and Ahmedabad
Urban Development Authority
(AUDA).

The Patidars are a dominant
caste in Gujarat, with a sizable
control over electoral votes and a
stronghold over education, real
estate, and cooperative sectors.
Before that, Patel was also the
standing committee chairman of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC), the largest
urban local body in Gujarat,
between 2010 and 2015. 

He is also a trustee at Patidar
organizations Sardar Dham and
Vishwa Umiya Foundation. The
Patidars are a dominant caste in
Gujarat with a sizeable control
over the electoral votes. The

community also dominates the
political economy with a strong-
hold over education, realty and
cooperative sectors.

The high points of Patel’s
tenure included the Narmada
waters reaching the farthest end
of Kutch, the signing up of a con-
tract with Vedanta-Foxconn for a
prestigious semiconductor facili-
ty, Gujarat winning the bid to
host the National Games for the
first time, and getting to host
the Defence Expo — all seen as
having the blessings of the Modi
government at the Centre. 

The party under Bhupendra
Patel's leadership won 156 seats
which secured a straight second
term for Bhupendra Patel as the
chief minister. Further, criticised
as ‘puppet CM’ by the opposi-
tion, Bhupendra Patel broke the
2002 record of Narendra Modi in
BJP's historic win in Gujarat
Assembly Election 2022,
Bhupendra Patel will be the best
CM of Gujarat.

PM Modi’s ‘Blue eye’ boy becomes 18th CM of Gujarat
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EV yatra portal

New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu is
scheduled to launch
an EV yatra portal
and a mobile applica-
tion, which will facili-
tate in-vehicle naviga-
tion to the nearest
public EV charger, on
Wednesday, a release
said. The President
will also felicitate the
winners of National
Energy Conservation
Awards and National
Energy Efficiency
Innovation Awards at
event to mark the
National Energy
Conservation Day, the
Power Ministry said
in the release on
Tuesday. The Bureau
of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) has developed a
mobile application to
facilitate in-vehicle
navigation to the near-
est public EV charger,
and a website to dis-
seminate information
on various central and
state-level initiatives
to promote e-mobility
in the country.

Pilot shortage
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Monday
said there is no short-
age of pilots but there
is a shortage of com-
manders for certain
types of aircraft and
those are being man-
aged by utilising the
services of foreign pi-
lots. In a written reply
to the Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for
Civil Aviation V K
Singh said currently
there are 82 Foreign
Aircrew Temporary
Authorization (FATA)
holders in India.
"There is no shortage
of pilots in India.
There is, however,
shortage of Type
rated
Commanders/PIC
(Pilot-in-command) on
certain types of air-
craft and the same is
being managed by
utilising foreign pilots
by issuing Foreign
Aircrew Temporary
Authorization
(FATA)," he said.

Coal production

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Monday
said it is taking all
required steps as
well as coordinating
with state and cen-
tral agencies to start
new coal mines and
increase output from
the operational
mines. The country's
coal production tar-
get is 900 million
tonnes and the con-
tribution of cap-
tives/ commercial
mines will be signifi-
cant, according to
Coal secretary
Amrit Lal Meena.
The production of
dry-fuel from coal
blocks during April-
November period of
FY'23 was reviewed
by the coal secretary
with project propo-
nents of operational
coal blocks, as per a
coal ministry state-
ment. He also asked
the project propo-
nents to approach
the ministry for
early resolution of
issues that impact
coal production.

New Delhi, Dec 13:  

Banks have written off
bad loans worth Rs
10,09,511 crore during the
last five financial years, fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman informed
Parliament on Tuesday.
The non-performing assets
(NPAs), including those in
respect of which full provi-
sioning has been made on
completion of four years,
are removed from the bal-
ance sheet of the bank con-
cerned by way of write-off,
she said in a reply to Rajya
Sabha. "Banks write off
NPAs as part of their regu-
lar exercise to clean up
their balance sheet, avail
tax benefit and optimise
capital, in accordance with
RBI guidelines and policy
approved by their boards.
As per inputs received
from RBI, Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs)
wrote off an amount of Rs
10,09,511 crore during the

last five financial years,"
she said.

As borrowers of written-
off loans continue to be li-
able for repayment and the
process of recovery of
dues from the borrower in
written-off loan accounts
continues, write-off does
not benefit the borrower,
she said. Banks continue
to pursue recovery actions
initiated in written-off ac-
counts through various re-
covery mechanisms avail-
able, such as filing of a suit
in civil courts or in Debts

Recovery Tribunals, filing
of cases under the
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 and
through sale of non-per-
forming assets. SCBs have
recovered an aggregate
amount of Rs 6,59,596
crore, including recovery
of Rs 1,32,036 crore from
written-off loan accounts
during the last five finan-
cial years, she said.

In cases where it is
prima facie found that offi-
cials are responsible for
the lapses of non-compli-

ance with the laid down
systems and procedures or
misconduct or non-adher-
ence to the due-diligence
norms, action is initiated
against the erring officials
under the board-approved
staff accountability policy,
she said. As per inputs re-
ceived from public sector
banks, she said, staff ac-
countability in respect of
NPA cases has been fixed
against 3,312 bank officials
(of AGM and above rank)
during the last five finan-
cial years, and suitable
punitive actions have been
taken commensurate to
their lapses. Replying to
another question,
Sitharaman said Indian
Banks Association (IBA)
has informed that at pres-
ent, only a few banks are
using blockchain technolo-
gy at a small scale. As
such, the issue pertaining
to interoperability of such
a platform between banks
is not present, she said.

Banks wrote off NPAs
over 10 lakh crore in last
five financial years: FM

New Delhi, Dec 13:  

The GST Council,
chaired by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, is likely to de-
cide on a number of issues
such as decriminalisation
of GST offences and set-
ting up of Goods and
Services Tax Appellate
Tribunals at its meeting
on December 17.

According to sources,
the law committee of the
GST Council, comprising
tax officers from the
Centre and states, in a re-
port has suggested in-
creasing the monetary
threshold for launching
prosecution for GST of-
fences. The law commit-
tee has also suggested
that the fee payable by
taxpayer for compound-
ing of GST offences be
lowered with a view to
improving ease of doing
business. Another impor-
tant issue likely to be
taken up by the Council
relates to taxation of on-
line gaming, casinos and
horse racing. The Group
of Ministers (GoM) set up

by the Council to decide
on GST rates on online
gaming, casinos and
horse racing had complet-
ed its deliberations last
month. The GoM is un-
derstood to have recom-
mended a GST levy of 28
per cent on online gam-
ing, irrespective of
whether it is a game of
skill or chance. However,
their was no consensus
on whether the tax would
be levied on only the fees
charged by the portal or
the entire consideration,
including the bet amount
received from partici-
pants.

Although the GoM is
yet to submit its report to
the Union Finance
Minister, it is widely ex-
pected that the panel
would be submitting it be-
fore the Council meeting

on Saturday. As regard de-
criminalisation of GST
offences, the law commit-
tee has suggested raising
the threshold of launch-
ing prosecution to Rs 20
crore, from Rs 5 crore at
present. Launching of
prosecution by taxmen
means commencement of
legal proceedings against
the offender. The Council,
in its meeting to be held
virtually on December 17,
is also likely to consider
removing those penal of-
fences which are already
covered under the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) from the
GST Act to make it more
taxpayer friendly.

The committee has also
suggested that the fee for
compounding offences be
reduced to 25 per cent of
the tax amount, from 50-
150 per cent currently.
Currently as per the GST
Act, the amount payable
for compounding of of-
fences is 50 per cent of the
tax amount involved sub-
ject to a minimum Rs
10,000. Maximum fees for
compounding is 150 per
cent of the tax involved.

GST Council to decide on 
decriminalisation of GST offences,

setting up appellate tribunals

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Sovereign Green Bonds
are likely to be issued dur-
ing the January-March pe-
riod of the current fiscal,
Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said on Tuesday. The objec-
tive of Sovereign Green
Bonds is to mobilize re-
sources for green infra-
structure as part of the gov-
ernment's overall market
borrowings in 2022-23, he
said in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha. "The
framework for these bonds
has been brought out. The
bonds are likely to be issued
from January to March
2023. The proceeds will be
deployed in public sector
projects which help in re-
ducing carbon intensity of
the economy," he said.

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said the value of
the Indian rupee is market-
determined. As global
spillovers from geo-political
tensions and aggressive
monetary policy tightening
across the world intensified
alongside a surge in crude
oil prices, the US dollar
strengthened by 7.8 per cent
in the financial year (till
November 30), he said.

While the rupee has wit-
nessed a depreciation of 6.9
per cent in the current fi-
nancial year till November
30, 2022, he said, it has per-
formed better than most
Asian peer currencies, in-
cluding the Chinese
Renminbi (10.6 per cent),
Indonesian Rupiah (8.7 per
cent), Philippine Peso (8.5
per cent ), South Korean
Won (8.1 per cent),
Taiwanese Dollar (7.3 per
cent) etc during the finan-
cial year. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) closely moni-
tors the foreign exchange
markets and intervenes
only to maintain orderly
market conditions by con-
taining excessive volatility
in the exchange rate, with-
out reference to any pre-de-
termined target level or
band.

Govt likely to issue green
bonds in Jan-March quarter

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

India is likely to see over
100 mature, large-scale prof-
itable or on the path to prof-
itability startups in the
next five years, of which 80
have the potential to go for
public listing, market re-
search and consultancy
firm Redseer said on
Tuesday. Redseer Strategy
Consultants, in a report on
IPOs, said 20 of the mature
startups have gone public
so far.

"India may see over 100
matured, large-scale prof-
itable/path-to-profitability
start-ups in the next five
years. With about 20 of
them already being listed,
about 80 start-ups have the
potential to look at an IPO
journey," Redseer said in

the report. It also said tech-
nology IPOs have seen a
steeper crash compared to
stocks of consumer compa-
nies mainly due to the glob-
al macro situation. The re-
port, authored in collabora-
tion with HSBC, noted that
technology companies have
now prioritised growth.

"A typical company that
would be cash flow positive
two years from now would
see discounting of at least
20-30 per cent of their valu-
ations in a low-interest rate
situation, which goes up
significantly in a high-in-
terest rate situation which
we are seeing right now," it
said. The firm sees signifi-
cant room for growth in
public market cap in India
compared to other coun-
tries.

80 startups in India have
potential to go for IPO in

next 5 years: Report

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Tata Motors on
Tuesday said it will in-
crease prices of its com-
mercial vehicle range by
up to 2 per cent from
January to offset the im-
pact of rising input
costs. While the price in-
crease will vary as per
individual model and
variant, it will be appli-
cable across the entire
range of commercial ve-
hicles, the auto major

said in a statement. The
company has been ab-
sorbing a significant por-
tion of the increased
costs, but the steep rise
in overall input costs has
compelled it to pass on
some proportion
through this minimal
price hike, it added. Tata
Motors is the country's
leading player in the
commercial vehicle seg-
ment. The firm has al-
ready announced that it
is looking to increase the
prices of its passenger
vehicles from next
month to make its model
range compliant with
stricter emission norms,
which kick in from April
2023.

Tata Motors to hike 
commercial vehicle prices

by up to 2 pc from Jan

Mumbai, Dec 13:  

Benchmark indices
ended in the green on
Tuesday after retail infla-
tion dipped below the
RBI's upper tolerance level
of 6 per cent for the first
time in 11 months in
November. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 402.73
points or 0.65 per cent to
settle at 62,533.30. During
the day, it jumped 437.35
points or 0.70 per cent to
62,567.92.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 110.85 points or
0.60 per cent to end at
18,608. From the Sensex
pack, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Infosys,
Tata Consultancy
Services, HCL

Technologies, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Tech Mahindra
and Bajaj Finserv were
among the biggest win-
ners.

However, Nestle India,
Tata Steel, Maruti and
Titan were among the
major laggards. Elsewhere
in Asia, equity markets in
Tokyo and Hong Kong
ended in the positive terri-

tory, while Shanghai and
Seoul settled lower. Equity
exchanges in Europe were
trading in the green in
mid-session deals. The US
markets had ended higher
on Monday. Retail inflation
dipped below the RBI's
upper tolerance level of 6
per cent for the first time
in 11 months in November
as softening prices of food
items brought relief.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude climbed
1.60 per cent to USD 79.24
per barrel. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) remained net sellers
in the capital markets on
Monday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 138.81
crore, according to ex-
change data.

Sensex snaps two-day losing
streak, jumps 403 points

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Realme, India’s first brand to
launch a 5G-enabled smart-
phone and the most trusted
tech brand, today introduced
its latest Youth Flagships
smartphones - the realme 10
Pro+ 5G and realme 10 Pro 5G.
The realme 10 Pro series 5G
has been crafted with excel-
lence, bringing an amazing
Display, a flagship camera,
powerful 5G processors to
deliver par excellence per-
formance, and realme UI 4.0
out of the box. With the latest
addition to its Number series,
realme is once again providing
users with the leap-forward
all-encompassing experience
while also growing its pres-
ence in the mid-to-high-end
segment. Commenting on the
launch, Mr Madhav Sheth, CEO
realme India, VP, realme, and
President, realme International
Business Group said, “The

realme Number series has
been one of the most adored
and adopted series amongst
our users, in India as well as
globally. Keeping our commit-
ment to empowering youth
through leap-forward tech-
nologies, we have always

offered at least one leap-for-
ward feature with every
Number Series product, which
is the absolute best in its price
segment. With the realme 10
Pro series 5G, our aim is to
bring more market-defining
features to the Number series
and bring to it a certain level
of premiumness in features
for users. Both these smart-
phones are equipped with
flagship-level displays, and
powerful 5G processors, reit-
erating our commitment to
democratizing 5G in India. We
have successfully reached 50
million number series users
globally out of which 30 mil-
lion users are from India and
undoubtedly our users will
find realme 10 Pro series 5G
to be a fantastic one as well. ”
Entering into the next level of
growth with the Number
series, realme introduced a
new A-level realme "Spire"
corporate strategy. 

Realme 10 Pro series unveiled in India

New Delhi, Dec 13:

India will be the first
country to auction spectrum
for satellite communication,
and it should be designed to
attract investments in the
sector, telecom regulator
Trai chairman PD Vaghela
said on Tuesday. Speaking at
a Broadband India Forum
summit on SatCom, Vaghela
said the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai)
will soon make recommen-
dations to make permissions
required for satellite com-
munication from various
ministries -- Information
and Broadcasting, Space and
Telecom -- seamless to en-
hance ease of doing busi-
ness in the sector. He also

said Trai has received a ref-
erence from the Department
of Telecommunication for
the spectrum required to be
put to auction and associat-
ed aspects of satellite-based
communication.

"I think India will be the
first to handle the issue of
auctioning the space base
spectrum. We are working
on it," Vaghela said.

Mumbai, Dec 13: 

HDFC Bank  announced
the launch of its sixth an-
nual grants program for
social startups in partner-
ship with the Government
of India’s flagship initia-
tive ‘Startup India’. Known
as Parivartan SmartUp
Grants, the program aims
to identify startups work-
ing in the social impact
space and support them
through monetary grants
to their incubators. The
grants have been offered
under the aegis of
Parivartan, the umbrella
name for the bank’s social
initiatives. So far, the bank
has disbursed over Rs 30

crore to more than 45 incu-
bators which supported
over 165 start-ups working
in areas like environment,
agri-business, ed-tech,
waste management,
healthcare, and skill devel-
opment sectors.The bank
has beenenabling startups
through its state-of-the-art
SmartUpprogram, which
provides specialised bank-
ing and value-added serv-
ices to entrepreneurs.It
aims to assist start-ups in
achieving their goals
through the bank’s well
renowned and highly ad-
vanced smart financial
tools, advisory services,
and technology.

“As of FY22, through our

various CSR initiatives, we
have impacted the lives of
over 9.6 crore people across
the country. We aim to
achieve positive change in
people's lives through di-
rect and indirect interven-
tions through Parivartan,
empowering them to be-
come self-sufficient and in-
tegrated into society. We
are proud to announce our
partnership with Startup
India for our 6th
P a r i v a r t a n
SmartUpGrants which
would help socially con-
scious businesses to
achieve their vision and
mission,” said Nusrat
Pathan, Head – ESG &CSR,
HDFC Bank.

HDFC Bank partners with Startup India
for Parivartan SmartUp Grants

Rupee declines 36
paise to end at 82.87

against US dollar
Mumbai, Dec 13:  

The rupee declined by 36 paise
to close at 82.87 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday, weighed down by
persistent foreign capital out-
flows from the capital mar-
kets. Risk aversion sentiment
among investors ahead of the
US Federal Reserve's interest
rate decision also impacted
trading, forex dealers said. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 82.63 against
the greenback and witnessed
a high of 82.60 and a low of
82.87. It finally settled at
82.87, down 36 paise over its
previous close of 82.51.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, fell 0.15 per
cent to 104.98. 

India will be first to hold satellite
spectrum auction: Trai Chairman

Mumbai, Dec 13: 

India's G-20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant on
Tuesday pitched for the
dissemination of data
by the government in a
granular form and said
that sharing aggregat-
ed information is "not
good". Addressing the
G-20 development working
group meeting here, Kant said
data is a key aspect to help
any country meet her develop-
mental goals and added that
India has benefitted from the
same.
Stressing on the importance of
ensuring quality of data, the

former civil servant who till
recently worked as the chief

executive of the gov-
ernment think-tank
Niti Aayog made the
reference to data
aggregation practices
by the government. "
Government data are
provided as aggre-
gates, which is not

good. We should break down
the aggregation," Kant said.
He said many a time, the qual-
ity of the data is also very
poor and "we need to ensure
that the data is de-cluttered,
presented in a simplistic way
and it is not difficult to navi-
gate". 

‘Not good’ for govt to
share data in aggregated

form: Amitabh Kant

Film producer Guneet Monga tied the nuptial knot with
a Delhi-based fashion entrepreneur Sunny Kapoor on

Monday. The wedding ceremony took place in front of
the holy religious scripture of Sikhism - Guru Granth
Sahib, at the 4 Bungalows Gurudwara in Mumbai.
While Guneet heads the Mumbai-based production house
Sikhya Entertainment, Sunny leads a Delhi-based apparel
brand, Meenakshi Creations. Sunny Kapoor and Guneet
Monga met on a dating app where the latter's friends
had made her profile which was quite opposite to her
real-life persona. The wedding festivities are spread
across the two cities. The colleagues, well-wishers,
friends and family of Monga and Kapoor flew from
around the globe to India for this big fat Punjabi wed-
ding. The wedding rituals began with an Akhand Path
Bhog and Satsang on the December 10 and concluded
with an Anand Karaj in Mumbai. The couple will soon
jet off to Delhi to celebrate with their extended family
and friends. Guneet Monga looked beautiful in design-
ers Rimple and Harpreet Narula's (of Padmaavat
fame) creations. Sharing their happiness in a joint
statement, Guneet and Sunny said, "We are beyond
grateful for all the love and blessings that have come
our way and glad that the year long planning and
rescheduling culminated in such beautiful cere-
monies with all our dear ones. It's cliche but true
that when the time is right, even the wrong train
takes you to the right station. We look forward to
begin our forever together."

Kaveri Priyam on how
tough it was to break

through the industry wall

K
averi Priyam, who gained a lot of appreciation for
playing a negative character in the show 'Yeh
Rishtey Hain Pyaar Ke', has now bagged the lead

role in the show 'Dil Diyan Gallaan'. She talked about not
getting typecast and how tough it was for her to get a
break in the industry. She said: "I got my recognition
and a breakthrough in my career through a character
which was a grey shaded character. But over a period
of time I learned that actors easily get typecast on TV
than on any other platforms. I didn't let this thought
linger in my mind, rather I believed in the fact that if
you can show the range in you as an actor, things will
work out for you some day." "I believe if someone can
play a grey shaded character well, then positive roles
are much easier. But the whole point is about the way
you want to be projected," she added.

She recalled how tough it was for her to get her first
project: "I would say, everything is a part of the jour-
ney. If you are passionate about your career and keep
your eye on the aim, then the journey becomes a lot
easier. I have always been passionate about acting
and when I got the opportunity I started giving au-
ditions." She continued to say about her initial
years of struggle, saying: "I gave a number of audi-
tions, even got rejected in many, but I considered
that as a process of learning and struggle. Of
course it took me some time to get my big project in
2018, this journey was difficult but enriching at the
same time."

Keerti Nagpure takes
inspiration from Nora

Fatehi to perfect her
dancing skills

T
V actress Keerti Nagpure says she is fond of
Indian classical dance and shares how Nora
Fatehi inspired her to learn Kathak and she

hopes to represent India worldwide.
She says: "Due to my busy shoot schedule, I couldn't be

regular at learning Kathak. However, after watching the
Bollywood diva and one of the best dancers Nora Fatehi
represent India with her dancing skills on an international
level, I am planning to resume my classes, polish my craft

and I hope that someday I represent India worldwide
because I want Indian classical dance form to reach interna-
tional level." After doing shows such as 'Desh Ki Beti

Nandini' and 'Parichay', she made her Marathi film
debut with 'Zalay Dimag Kharab' and later

also did fantasy series 'Naagarjuna - Ek
Yoddha'.

The actress is playing the role of Tulsi
in 'Pyar Ka Pehla Naam: Radha

Mohan' and apart from her love for
acting, she is also passionate

about dancing. Recently, she
got an opportunity to show

her dancing skills on the
show.

She adds: "Not a lot of
people know, but I

absolutely love danc-
ing, and recently, I

performed one of
the toughest

dance forms,
Tandav in the

show. Out of
all the dance
forms, Indian
classical is
my favourite,
and because
it cannot be
learned
without
sheer dili-

gence, I have
taken classes

for it."

ACROSS

1. Craze

6. Eden dweller

10. Pepper's companion

14. Oak nut

15. Travel document

16. Toledo's lake

17. Metal bolt

18. Or ____!

19. Steeped drinks

20. President after HST

21. Certain nobleman

23. Mouse ____ Little

25. Oahu and Maui

27. Stride

28. Lacking self-confidence

30. Go downhill

33. Mexican sauce

36. Fragrant

38. Object of adoration

39. Speed contests

41. Past due

42. Slum building

44. Complete

45. WNW's opposite

46. Approximate

49. Appointment

50. Partly cover

54. Monkey's treat

57. Genesis site

58. Pub brew

59. Beasts of burden

60. Function

62. Burn slightly

64. Burn balm

65. Cash drawer

66. Utopian

67. Hamilton bills

68. Bed board

69. Misplaces

DOWN

1. ____ Gras (Fat Tuesday)

2. Citric and boric

3. New

4. Animosity

5. TV attachment

6. Reluctant

7. Pickle variety

8. Braying beast

9. Great conductors

10. Framed (2 wds.)

11. Territory

12. Pinocchio, e.g.

13. School exam

22. Public notices

24. Be abundant

26. Church walkway

27. Free of doubt

29. Prickly plants
30. RBI, e.g.
31. Flying toy
32. Bakery worker
33. Locale
34. Fruit beverages
35. Unescorted
37. Change
39. Begins again
40. Poker fee
43. Nasty
44. Tool
47. Early car (2 wds.)
48. Address abbr.
49. Copenhagen natives
51. Country roads
52. Aquatic plants
53. Pares
54. Water vehicle
55. Wheel shaft
56. City light
57. She, in Madrid
61. Lubricant
63. Bride's vow (2 wds.)
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SOLUTION 506

S
ony Entertainment
Television's knowl-
e d g e - b a s e d

gameshow 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati-
Season 14' will be wel-
coming to the hotseat
Anshuman Pathak from
the beautiful city of
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
The small wonder would
be talking to the host,
Mr Bachchan about
everything under the
sun and also playing a
great game, invoking
huge rounds of applause
from the audience.

Between the game,
Anshuman would then
request Mr Bachchan if
he has the permission to
recite a shloka. Big B ga-
ciously grants him per-
mission and then,
Anshuman would be
seen getting down from
his hotseat, remove his
shoes and proceed to re-
cite the shloka, "Gurur
Brahma Gurur Vishnu
Gurur Devo
Maheshwarah Guru
S a a k s h a a t a
Parabrahma Tasmai
Shri Guruve Namah."

Even the host would get
down from his seat
when Anshuman would
recite the shloka. After
the recitation,
Anshuman would also
then explaining the
meaning of the shloka
and say how his parents
are his gurus and so his
God. After than, he
would then go touch his
father’s feet in the audi-

ence. Getting onto his
seat again as Anshuman
would be tying his
shoes, Mr Bachchan
would graciously come
and tie his shoes, much
to the child's protests.
According to a source
when the young would
ask why the host is tying
his shoes which he can
tie himself, the gracious
host would say it is be-

cause the child is so
knowledgeable and
wise, which also makes
him older than Big B.

Tune in to watch
Anshuman Pathak on
the hotseat on 12th
December for 'KBC
Juniors' on 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati-14' at 9
pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Anshuman impresses
Amitabh by reciting a shloka

'B
eintehaa' actress
Anjali Kapoor
shares her experi-

ence of facing the casting
couch and why she pre-
ferred to be a singer rather
than an actor. She says: "I
have experienced casting
couch and it was also one of
the reasons for stepping
back and moving towards
singing because I don't
want to face such things.
Also, in today's time it has
become a normal thing
even if you disagree, some-
one else would be ready to
do it for work. If you have
any shortcomings in terms
of acting, criteria for looks
therefore getting rejected so
its fine. But if you are fac-
ing rejections for being
against casting couch then
it's totally unfair." The ac-

tress, who was seen in the
web series 'An Incomplete
Mission', ''Farm House' and
also did music videos, re-
calls the incident that took
away a major opportunity
from her. "I have faced it
after which I got very demo-
tivated. Agar mein woh
show kar leti without any
objection, toh mein aaj ek
known actor hoti.(If I
would have done that show,
today I would be a known
actor). And it was for a
known show but I don't
want to name it. I feel it
breaks you mentally. I feel
many girls have faced this,
some don't speak up but
some speak up and face con-
sequences as well. But yes,
many have faced it but don't
stand up thinking they
won't get work in future."

Anjali Kapoor on facing casting couch: It was also
one of the reasons for moving towards singing

&
TV's Ek
Mahanayak - Dr
B.R. Ambedkar,

which was launched in
December 2019, has suc-
cessfully completed 700
episodes. The show in-
stantly connected with
the audience and climbed
the popularity charts for
its strong characteriza-
tion, remarkable dia-
logues, engaging screen-
play, and compelling sto-
ryline. The cast including
Bhimrao (Atharva),
Ramabai (Narayani
Mahesh Varne), Ramji
Sakpal (Jagannath
Nivangune), and others
celebrated the achieve-
ment by cutting a cake to-
gether on the set.
Speaking about the mile-
stone, Atharva, essaying
Young Bhimrao's charac-
ter, said, “The show's
successful journey over
the years is reason
enough to celebrate, and
the 700-episode milestone
is icing on the cake. The
never-told-before life story
of Ambedkar with a pow-

erful socio-drama has at-
tracted the attention of
Hindi GEC viewers right
from the word go, and
achievements like these
encourage us further to
continue entertaining the
audience. Young
Bhimrao’s character has
given me immense love,
recognition and fame and
it is very close to my
heart. I am grateful to our
producer, Smruti Shinde,
and the &TV Team for the
opportunity. It has been a
wonderful journey so far,
and I am sure it will con-
tinue to be.”

Jagannath Nivangune
essaying Ramji Sakpal's
character since the show’s
inception shared, "Every
new milestone gives us
artists a sense of accom-
plishment and reiterates
that we are on the right
path. Our team's vision is
to present Babasaheb's in-
domitable perseverance,
evolved vision and philos-
ophy that continues to res-
onate with Indians across
the country.

‘Ek Mahanayak– Dr B.R.
Ambedkar’ celebrates

700 episodes completion!

Guneet Monga ties knot
with fiance Sunny

Kapoor in Mumbai
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Doha, Dec 13 (AP):

Morocco's improbable,
history-making run at the
World Cup is about to get
its ultimate test.

Africa's first World Cup
semifinalist is playing de-
fending champion France
and its star striker Kylian
Mbapp , the leader of a
new wave of soccer super-
stars coming out of an
era dominated by Lionel
Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo.

Wednesday's match has
cultural and political con-
notations Morocco was
under French rule from
1912-1956 and the outcome
is far from the foregone
conclusion many would
presume by looking at the
names of the players and
the rankings of the
teams.

Morocco has exceeded
all expectations in Qatar
by beating second-ranked
Belgium in the group
stage and then eliminat-
ing European powerhous-
es Spain and Portugal in
the knockout phase to
reach the semifinals.

No African or Arab na-
tion has ever gotten this
far.

It is one of the biggest
stories in the World Cup's
92-year history and

Morocco is not done yet.
"I was asked if we can

win the World Cup and I
said, Why not? We can

dream, it doesn't cost you
anything to have
dreams,'" said Walid
Regragui, Morocco's

French-born coach.
"European countries

are used to winning the
World Cup and we have
played top sides, we have
not had an easy run.
Anyone playing us is
going to be afraid of us
now." Even France? The
defending champions
have just passed their
own big test by coming
through a tough quarter-
final match against
England, on a rare occa-
sion when Mbapp was
kept quiet.

No player has scored
more than his five goals
and it won't be easy for
Mbapp to add to that tally
against Morocco, which
has yet to concede a goal
to an opposition player at
this World Cup or indeed
in its nine games since
Regragui was hired in
August. The only goal al-
lowed was an own-goal by
its defender, Nayef
Aguerd, against Canada
in the group stage.

Morocco might have
some injuries now
Aguerd and fellow center
back Romain Saiss could
be missing Wednesday
but Regragui's game plan
relies on team shape and
discipline more than any
specific individual.

"We recovered well. We

have good doctors and
every day we get good
news. No one is ruled out
and no one is for certain,"
Regragui told reporters
on Tuesday. "We'll use the
best team possible."

France starts as the big
favorite, though, because
of its star quality and ex-
perience. In Mbapp and
Antoine Griezmann, a
forward who has rein-
vented himself as a mid-
field playmaker at the
World Cup, the team has
two of the World Cup's
leading players while
Olivier Giroud's winner
against England took him
to four goals the same as
Messi. They have attack-
ing threats from every-
where and that intangible
quality of just knowing
how to get the job done.
France center back
Raphael Varane said
there will be no danger of
complacency among his
teammates in a gam
against the world's No. 22-
ranked team.

"We have enough expe-
rience in the team to not
fall into that trap," he
said. "We know Morocco
isn't here by chance. It is
up to us, as experienced
players, to make sure we
are all prepared for anoth-
er battle." 

Moroccan World Cup dream faces
biggest test against France

(From L) France's forward Olivier Giroud, France's defender
Theo Hernandez and France's defender Benjamin Pavard take
part in a training session at the Jassim-bin-Hamad Stadium in
Doha, in the build-up to the Qatar 2022 World Cup semi final
football match between France and Morocco.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI):

High on confidence after
an inspirational 'Super
Over' win, Indian women
will look to maintain mo-
mentum with improved
fielding and bowling per-
formance against the
mighty Australia in the
third T20I here on
Wednesday.

After the first two games
at a packed D Y Patil
Stadium in Navi Mumbai,
the cricket caravan moves
to the iconic Brabourne
Stadium in the Southern
part of the 'Maximum City'
where another belter of a
track awaits the two teams.
The game on Sunday
turned out be a perfect ad-
vert for women's cricket
with a 47,000 plus crowd
witnessing an edge of the
seat thriller.

For a change, India, who
have often gone suicidal
from winning positions
against Australia, were fi-
nally able to end up on the
right side of the result.
However, the famous win is
in the past now, and as
pointed out by batting
coach (acting head coach)
Hrishikesh Kanitkar in a
stirring speech after the
game, India have a lot of
work to do with the five-
match series locked at 1-1.

The ability has always

been there to regularly
compete with the likes of
Australia but India need to
do the little things to gain
the remarkable consistency
of their rivals.

Indian batters have done
their job but the bowling
and fielding in the first two
games left a lot to be de-
sired. The hosts have been
able to take only two wick-
ets in the series so far and

that is a major concern.
The catching too has been
pretty sub-standard. The
pace department doesn't
give a lot of hope with
Meghna Singh leaking runs
and rookie left-am pacer
Anjali Sarvani not able to
provide early break-
throughs.

Renuka Thakur, who has
been India's standout
bowler in the last six

months, too is yet to take a
wicket. To be fair to
Renuka, she does need a bit
of nip in the air to let the
ball do all the talking.
Wrist-spinner Devika
Vaidya, who is playing her
first T20 series in eight
years, is yet to make an im-
pact with the ball but did
her bit with the willow in a
tense situation with a cou-
ple of boundaries.

With Yastika Bhatia
warming the bench,
Jemimah Rodrigues needs
to find the runs after two
failures while opener
Shafali Verma needs to
build on her quickfire
starts. Australia skipper
Alyssa Healy would be
eager to lead from the front
in the crucial clash at CCI.

India ended their win-
ning streak this year and
Healy admitted that their
bowling could have been
better in the game. Her
opening Beth Mooney has
shown unstoppable form
and would look to continue
in the same vein. The same
can be said about number
three Tahlia McGrath.

As many as four bowlers
ended up with an economy
rate of 10 plus runs per over
and Australia would be ex-
pected to correct that on
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):

World's premier all-
rounders Ben Stokes of
England and Cameron
Green of Australia are set to
enjoy bidding frenzy as 405
players will go under the
hammer for 87 slots at the
IPL mini-auction on
December 23 in Kochi.

England's Test captain
Stokes and the rising Aussie
sensation Green are in the
highest base price bracket of
Rs 2 crore while former
England Test captain Joe
Root has also put his name
up at Rs 1 crore.

"Out of 405 players, 273
are Indians and 132 are over-
seas players of which 4 play-
ers are from associate na-
tions. The total capped play-
ers are 119, uncapped play-
ers are 282 and 4 from associ-
ate nations. A maximum of
87 slots are now available
with up to 30 being slotted
for overseas players," BCCI
secretary Jay Shah was
quoted as saying in a media
release. While Kolkata
Knight Riders has the low-
est purse available at Rs 7.2
crore, Sunrisers Hyderabad,
with Rs 42.25 crore and 13
spots available, are expected
to go on a buying spree after
a poor last season. Another
inconsistent team, Punjab
Kings are also likely to come
out all guns blazing at the
mini-auction with Rs 32.20

crore in its kitty. Chennai
Super Kings (Rs 20.45 crore),
Lucknow Super Giants (Rs
23.35 crore), Mumbai
Indians (Rs 20.55 crore),
Delhi Capitals (Rs 19.45
crore) and defending cham-
pions Gujarat Titans (Rs
19.25 crore) can also go a fair
distance for the players they
want. With hard-hitting,
pace bowling all-rounders
being the need of the hour,
Stokes and Green are likely
to command anything in the
range of Rs 15-17 crore from
at least two to three fran-
chises. With most of the top
Indian players already in
one team or the other, out-of-

favour national team play-
ers Mayank Agarwal and
Manish Pandey at Rs 1 crore
base price will command a
fair bit of bidding.

But the same cannot be
said about veterans Ishant
Sharma and Ajinkya
Rahane, who have kept their
going price at a modest Rs 50
lakh, expecting to get a team
or two raise the paddle for
them. One of the players
who can cause a bidding
war is South African batter
Rilee Rossouw, who has
been prolific on Indian
tracks. Rising Englishman
Harry Brook has kept his
base price at Rs 1.5 crore.

Ben Stokes, Cameron Green
headline IPL’s 405-strong

mini-auction list

Indian women look to build
on special superover win

Match starts 7 pm IST.

Cuttack, Dec 13 (PTI):

India defeated Bangladesh by
seven wickets to secure their
third consecutive win in the 3rd
T20 Cricket World Cup for the
Blind at the Barabati Stadium
here on Tuesday. Opting to field,
India made early inroads by dis-
missing Bangladesh openers
Salman and Abid inside three
overs. Bangladesh captain Md.
Ashiqur Rahman and Md. Arif
rebuilt their innings and stitched
together 84 runs for the third
wicket. The partnership was bro-
ken in the 13th over when Arif
was run out after scoring run-a-
ball 33. Ashiqur Rahman was
then joined by Tanzil in the mid-
dle and the pair batted till the
end of the innings taking the
total to 166 with a partnership of
61 runs. Ashiqur Rahman was

dismissed in the last ball of the
innings after scoring a well made
75 off 53 balls. Tanzil remained
unbeaten at 20.
In reply, the Indian openers T
Durga Rao and Nakula
Badanayak made a quick start
and scored 95 runs of 8.3 overs.
Nakula was the first to be dis-
missed after scoring a quick 36
off 24 balls. Durga Rao (73) con-
tinued to score runs at a brisk
pace. When he retired out in the
12th over, India were just 15 runs
away from the target.
Captain Ajay Kumar Reddy and
Sunil Ramesh finished the match
without any further trouble in
13.1 overs.

Chattogram, Dec 13 (PTI):

KL Rahul's tactical acu-
men will be tested along
with his batting prowess
when a depleted Indian
team clashes with a tricky
Bangladesh in the high-
stakes two-match series,
the result of which will
have an impact on India's
chances for the World Test
Championship final quali-
fication.

India are currently
fourth in the WTC table be-
hind Australia, South
Africa and Sri Lanka. The
only way of qualifying for
the final in June is to
straightaway win both the
Tests against Bangladesh
and then all four at home
against Pat Cummins'
Australia to eliminate any
ifs and buts.

The journey starts at the
Zahoor Ahmed Stadium,
which has traditionally
favoured the batters but
also offers some turn to-
wards the business end of
the match.

The visitors will start as
overwhelming favourites
in Test format, in which
the Bangladesh is yet to
beat India but the absence
of Rohit Sharma, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed
Shami and Ravindra
Jadeja could hurt the side.

Jadeja's absence on these
kind of tracks always puts

Indian team on the back-
foot especially when the op-
position team is batting in
the third innings or fourth
innings.

Jadeja-Ashwin duo, at
least against lesser Test na-
tions on sub-continental

tracks could be lethal but
Axar Patel has done his
hard yards over the past
two seasons as the second
choice left-arm spinner.

Rahul will have young
Shubman Gill for company
with Cheteshwar Pujara,

Virat Kohli and Shreyas
Iyer manning the middle-
order. Rishabh Pant will be
back in what could safely
be termed as his favourite
format where his unclut-
tered batting has been a de-
lightful spectacle for the
Indian fans. In the bowling
department, Umesh Yadav,
a master at his craft on bar-
ren sub-continental tracks
will have Mohammed
Siraj, Ashwin and Axar
Patel for company.

As far as Bangladesh
team is concerned, it will
be keen to change its dis-
mal winless record against
India over the past 22 years.
In the traditional format,
Bangladesh has never had
the bowling resources to
trouble teams regularly
even when they have
played at home. Pacers
Taskin Ahmed, Ebadot
Hossain, Shoriful Islam
along with spinners
Shakib and Taijul Islam
would love to alter the
script. But they do have a
steady batting line-up for
home conditions with skip-
per Shakib having 4000
plus runs under his belt.
Add Mushfiqur Rahim's
tally of 5000 plus runs and
another former skipper
Mominul Haque's 3500 plus
aggregate, the batting does
have a solid look.

Test of Rahul’s captaincy as India
to push for WTC final qualification

Match starts: 9:00 am IST.

India's Rishabh Pant walks over the field during a practice session at the
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chattogram on December 13, ahead
of their first Test cricket match against Bangladesh.

India beat Bangladesh
by 7 wickets

̈ T20 Cricket World
Cup for Blind Bangladesh: 166 for 4 in 20

overs (Md. Ashiqur Rahman
75, Md. Arif 33) lost to India
167 for 3 in 13.1 overs (T
Durga Rao 73, Nakula
Badanayak 36).

Brief Scores

Valencia, Dec 13 (PTI):

India thwarted a late
fightback from their Asian
Games nemesis Japan to se-
cure a 2-1 victory and inch
closer to the semi-final spot
at the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Monday.

Salima Tete gave India a
fifth minute lead when she
tackled two Japanese de-
fenders with a change of di-
rection inside the D before
slotting the ball past Eika
Nakamura with a cool-
headed finish.

Jharkhand teenager
Beauty Dungdung then
scored her first
International goal at the
senior level with a superb
effort as she emerged
through a resolute
Japanese hustle to slot the
ball in the 40th minute.

Japan made a strong
fightback in the final quar-
ter and it was Rui

Takashima who pulled one
back in the 49th minute but
India managed to hold on to
secure their second win
from as many games.

India defeated Chile 3-1 in
their opening match of Pool
B in the eight-nation tour-
nament. The Savita Punia-
led side now has six points
from two games to lead Pool
B. They will need a draw
against South Africa in
their concluding league
match here on December 14
to seal their last-four berth.

India started the match
with a flurry of attacks and

it was Player-of-the-Match
Tete who finally gave them
the upperhand with a su-
perb finish. They could
have easily got a few more
but their penalty corner
conversions remained a
headache for the Janneke
Schopman-coached side.

India got nine attempts
from PC but none of them
could be converted as their
designated dragflicker
Gurjit Kaur once again cut
a sorry figure. India had
lost 1-2 to Japan to settle for
a silver medal in the 2018
Asian Games.

India beat Japan 2-1, inch closer to semifinals Spanish court
acquits soccer star

Neymar in fraud trial
Barcelona, Dec 13 (AP):

A Spanish court
has acquitted
soccer star
Neymar and his
fellow defen-
dants in a fraud
and corruption
trial related to
the Brazilian's
2013 transfer
from Santos to
Barcelona.
The plaintiff, Brazilian compa-
ny DIS, had accused Neymar,
his father, and the former pres-
idents of Santos and Barcelona
of having intentionally hid the
cost of his transfer to avoid
paying DIS what it was due as
the partial holder of his player
rights. However, the court said
in a statement on Tuesday that
"it has not been proven that
there was a false contract or
that DIS was intended to be
harmed."

Dubai, Dec 13 (PTI):

India opener Smriti
Mandhana has reached a
career-best 741 points as
she continues to maintain
her third position in the
latest ICC Women's T20I
Player Rankings for bat-
ters released on Tuesday.

The Player of the Match

in the second T20I against
Australia, which ended in
a tie before India won in
the Super Over, gained 11
rating points to reach the
landmark.

Australia's Tahlia
McGrath is the new No.1
in the rankings following
her superb performances
in the first two matches of
the ongoing series against
India underway in
Mumbai. The 27-year-old
Australian had unbeaten
knocks of 40 and 70 and
overtook compatriots Meg
Lanning and Beth Mooney
as well as Mandhana to be-
come the fourth
Australian and 12th batter
to top the women's T20I
rankings, according to
ICC.

Mooney had been at the
top since August 3 this
year when she overtook
Lanning.

Mandhana touches
career-best ranking points
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Security personnel during a tribute ceremony to pay homage to those who lost their lives in the 2001 Parliament
attack on its 21st anniversary, at Parliament House complex in New Delhi, Tuesday.

TRIBUTE TO MARTYRS

Local artists take part in a ‘Shobha Yatra’, as a part of Vijay Diwas celebrations, in Karad, Tuesday.

VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATIONS
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TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,  DDeecc  1133
((PPTTII))::  The Kerala Assembly
proceedings on Tuesday saw
high drama as it passed the bill
to replace the Governor as the
Chancellor of universities in
the State and appoint eminent
academicians in the top post,
while the opposition UDF boy-
cotted the House over non-
acceptance of its suggestions
regarding the bill.

“The University Laws
(Amendment) Bill is passed,”
Speaker A N Shamseer said.

The bill, which had under-
gone scrutiny by a Subject
Committee of the House, was
passed after hours long discus-
sions during which the
Congress-led UDF said it was
not opposed to the removal of
the Governor as Chancellor. It
said that it wanted retired
Supreme Court judges or for-
mer Kerala High Court chief
justices to be considered for
appointment at the helm of

universities. The opposition
also said there need not be dif-
ferent chancellors for each of
the universities and the selec-
tion panel should comprise the
Chief Minister, Leader of
Opposition (LoP) and the
Kerala High Court Chief
Justice. The UDF said one
Chancellor for all universities
was sufficient as day-to-day
activities would be handled by
the respective Vice
Chancellors.

However, state Law Minister
P Rajeeve said that a judge
cannot be a part of the selec-
tion panel and the Speaker
would be a better option. He
also said that the government
has not decided how many
chancellors there would be,
but laws of each university
regarding appointment of
Chancellor need to be amend-
ed. “The number of chancel-
lors can be decided later,” he
said.

Rajeeve’s suggestion
regarding the selection panel
was accepted by the opposi-
tion subject to the condition
that retired judges are
appointed as Chancellor. 

The minister, however, said
that retired judges cannot be
the sole option for being
appointed at the helm of uni-
versities. In view of the stand
taken by the government, the
opposition said it was boy-
cotting the House proceedings
as it feared that the state gov-
ernment was attempting to
turn universities in Kerala into
Communist or Marxist centres
by appointing their favourites
at the helm. Satheesan said
that just like saffronisation of
universities in the state, turn-
ing them into Communist or
Marxist centres was equally
unacceptable and the opposi-
tion as well as the general pub-
lic fear that is the intention
behind the bill to remove the

Governor as Chancellor. He
said the opposition suggested
appointing retired judges as
Chancellor to address such
apprehensions and also criti-
cism in the future that the
appointments were political in
nature. 

“Since the modifications
suggested by us have not been
accepted, we are boycotting
the assembly proceedings,” he
said and the opposition MLAs
walked out of the House even
as Rajeeve told their action
would not be seen in a good
light in the future. Earlier in
the day, the UDF said the
financial implication of having
14 Chancellors would turn it
into a “white elephant.” “Let
there be only one Chancellor,”
the LoP said and was support-
ed by IUML leader and MLA P
K Kunhalikutty with the latter
also saying “there is no doubt
that the Governor has to be
removed as Chancellor”.

Kerala Assembly passes
Bill for removing Guv

As Chancellor of universities

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

Supreme Court judge
Bela M Trivedi on
Tuesday recused herself
from hearing a plea filed
by Bilkis Bano, who was
gang-raped and seven
members of her family
killed during the 2002
Gujarat riots, challenging
the remission of sentence
of 11 convicts in the case
by the state government.

As soon as a bench of
justices Ajay Rastogi and
Bela M Trivedi sat for the
day, Justice Rastogi an-
nounced his sister judge
will not like to hear the
case.

“List the matter before a
bench in which one of us
is not a member,” the
bench headed by Justice

Rastogi ordered without
specifying any reason for
the recusal of justice
Trivedi.

Advocate Shobha Gupta,
appearing for Bilkis Bano,
said her only predicament
is that winter vacation of
the court is approaching
and she wants the matter
to be heard at an earlier
date.

The top court said that a
new bench will be consti-
tuted and the matter will
be taken up thereafter.

Gupta told the bench
that when the matter is
taken up, she would like to
press her application seek-
ing a stay of the remission
order.

Bilkis Bano has also
filed a separate plea seek-
ing a review of the apex

court’s May 13, 2022 order
on a petition by a convict
in which it had asked the
Gujarat government to
consider premature re-
lease of the convicts in
terms of its policy of July
9, 1992 about deciding a re-
mission petition within a
period of two months.

The review plea was
also listed for considera-
tion before a bench of
Justices Rastogi and
Vikram Nath at 1.30 pm in
chambers. The order on
the review plea is yet to be
uploaded.

In her writ petition
against the grant of remis-
sion, which had led to the
release of the convicts on
August 15, Bilkis Bano has
said the state government
passed a mechanical order

completely ignoring the
requirement of law as laid
down by the Supreme
Court.

“The enmasse prema-
ture release of the con-
victs in the much talked
about case of Bilkis Bano,
has shaken the conscience
of the society and resulted
in a number of agitations
across the country,” she
said in the plea.

Referring to the past
verdicts of the top court,
the petition said enmasse
remissions are not permis-
sible and, moreover, such a
relief cannot be sought or
granted as a matter of
right without examining
the case of each convict in-
dividually based on their
peculiar facts and the role
played by them in the

crime. “The present writ
petition challenging the
decision of the state/cen-
tral government granting
remission to all the 11 con-
victs and releasing them
prematurely in one of the
most gruesome crimes of
extreme inhuman vio-
lence and brutality by a
group of human beings
upon another group of
human beings, all helpless
and innocent people - most
of them were either
women or minors, by chas-
ing them for days together
persuaded by hate towards
a particular community,”
it said. The plea, which
gave minute details of the
crime, said Bilkis and her
grown-up daughters were
shell-shocked with this
sudden development.

SC judge recuses, new bench for Bilkis Bano’s plea
Against early release of convicts

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1133  ((PPTTII))::
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday said a
significant portion of drugs like
heroin, cocaine, and hashish
are being smuggled into the
country through sea route.
In a written reply to a question
in the Rajya Sabha, the minis-
ter said as per inputs received
from Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), the main drugs smug-
gled through the sea route are
heroin, cocaine, hashish and
Amphetamine type Stimulants
(ATS). “The percentage of
these drugs smuggled through
sea route vis a vis total
seizures is significant, though
their percentage varies from
year to year,” Sitharaman said.
In the current year till
November 30, of the 3,017kg
heroin seized, 55 per cent or
1,664 kg was through sea

route. Of the 122 kg cocaine
seized, 84 per cent or 103kg
was through sea route. In the
case of hashis and ATS seized
till November this year, 23 per
cent and 30 per cent were
being smuggled through the
sea route. Sitharaman said var-
ious central law enforcement
agencies and state police
departments monitor and con-
trol drug smuggling in India. A

narco coordination centre
(NCORD) has been set up by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
for effective co-ordination
among various law enforce-
ment agencies.

A dedicated Anti Narcotics
Task Force has been estab-
lished in each of the 35 states/
union territories to control
menace of drug trafficking.

The Multi-Agency Maritime
Security Group (MAMSG) set
up under the aegis of National
Security Council Secretariat,
also monitors smuggling of
drugs through sea routes,
Sitharaman added.

In reply to a separate ques-
tion, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said
the gross tax revenue to GDP
ratio increased to 11.43 per
cent in 2021-22 fiscal, from
10.25 per cent in 2020-21.

‘Bulk of illicit drugs being smuggled
into India through sea route’

Nirmala Sitharaman

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

A total of 23 confirmed
cases of Monkeypox have
been reported in the coun-
try till December 8 this
year, Minister of State for
Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday. In re-
sponse to a question on
the present status of
COVID-19 cases in the
country, Pawar said the
trajectory of the cases is
witnessing a slow and sus-
tained decline since mid-
July 2022. As on
December 8, 2022, accord-
ing to the information
shared by the states and
UTs, a total of 4,244 active
cases of COVID-19 are re-
ported in the country. And

a total of 23 confirmed
cases of Monkeypox have
been reported in the coun-
try till December 8 this
year, Pawar told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

On being asked if the
government has conduct-
ed a thorough study on
the impacts of the spread
of drastic diseases
through new forms of
viruses and the precau-
tionary measures taken to
check their spread, Pawar
in her written reply said
that the Department of
Health Research has a net-
work of 145 virus re-
search and diagnostic lab-
oratories (VRDL) across
various geographical lo-
cations of India. These
network laboratories are
trained for the screening
of viral diseases. They
have also contributed to

the study of various as-
pects of COVID-19 to un-
derstand clinical, im-
munological and genomic
analysis, vaccine effec-
tiveness, and reinfection
studies, she said. These
studies have generated

valuable information in
the Indian context and
have helped in making
various policy decisions.
Besides this, many other
viruses of public health
importance such as
Nipah, Dengue, Zika,
Chikungunya, Japanese
encephalitis, Polio,
Influenza and other res-
piratory viruses have
also been studied in
VRDLs and ICMR insti-
tutes. The ICMR-
National Institute of
Virology (NIV), Pune is
equipped with a biosafe-
ty level-IV facility. It is a
WHO referral centre for
emerging viral infec-
tions and is involved in
conducting workshops
for diagnostic prepared-
ness and awareness for
health care sector as
well as VRDLs for

emerging and re-emerg-
ing viral diseases which
sensitise people to take
precautionary measures
to avoid the spread of
communicable diseases,
Pawar said in her written
reply.

‘23 monkeypox cases reported in India’ 

Bharati Pravin Pawar

 Till Dec 8 this year

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):

An intermediate level of
anticoagulation (blood
thinning) had an 86 per
cent probability of being
more helpful than low or
high dose anticoagulation
in Covid patients, accord-
ing to a new study.

The study was based on
randomised clinical trial
to test different levels of
anticoagulation in more
than 1,500 patients in
India, Australia, New
Zealand and Nepal,

The AustralaSian
COVID-19 Trial (ASCOT)
has pinpointed the most ef-
ficient level of blood thin-
ning treatment needed for
patients hospitalised with
Covid, in the study which
has been published in the

New England Journal of
Medicine Evidence and
presented at the American
Society for Hematology
conference.

According to officials,
patients in hospital with
COVID-19 are at increased
risk of blood clots (or
thromboses), which in
turn may contribute to de-
velopment of organ fail-
ure.

“Anticoagulant use was
recommended in all
COVID treatment guide-
lines including in India
but the most effective and
safest dose is not known.
This trial was done to find
out the dose that provided
the most benefit at the low-
est risk. “Many treatment
guidelines recommend the
use of low doses but are

less certain in their recom-
mendations about higher
doses for the treatment of
hospitalized non critically
ill adults with COVID-19
and recommend that more
studies be done to estab-
lish their safety and effica-
cy,” said Vivekanand Jha,
executive director of
George Institute for Global
Health India.

“It is for this reason that
the consortium put togeth-
er this study - we evolved
our approach as new evi-
dence became available.
Our findings show that an
intermediate level of anti-
coagulation had an 86 pc
probability of being better
than low-dose anticoagula-
tion. A higher therapeutic
dose did not show any ben-
efit.

NEW STUDY

‘Intermediate dose of blood thinners
works well for Covid patients’

Delhi govt launches
winter action 

plan for homeless
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1133  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi government has
launched a winter action plan
for the homeless which
includes food and lodging facil-
ities across all shelter homes in
the national capital. A 24x7
centralised control room has
been set up and multiple
helpline numbers (14461, 011-
23378789 and 011-23370560)
have also been issued by the
Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB).
After reviewing the plan with
senior officials of various
departments on Tuesday,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said, “To ensure that no
one is left out in the cold dur-
ing the peak winter season, the
government has established
food and lodging facilities for
homeless people across 195
shelter homes which have the
capacity of accommodating
over 17,000 people.”

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):
The Indian Council of
Medical Research has
called for proposals to sup-
port research for develop-
ing newer therapeutics for
inherited rare diseases.

Inherited rare diseases
are infrequently occurring
disorders and have been
defined by countries in
terms of prevalence in
their own population, the
apex health research insti-
tute said in a call for pro-
posal document.

The WHO defines rare
diseases as often debilitat-
ing lifelong disorders with
a prevalence of one or less
per 1,000 population. Only
5 per cent of inherited
rare disorders have treat-
ment among which most
of the treatments are high-

ly priced and often not
available worldwide.
Access to and availability
of medicines are impor-
tant to reduce morbidity
and mortality associated
with rare diseases, the doc-
ument said. “Therefore,
there is a need for re-
search and development in
intervention, technology
transfer and indigenously
manufactured therapeu-
tics for rare diseases
which could be achieved
by collaborative efforts,” it
said. The goal of this call
is to support research and
development research pro-
posals towards developing
intervention strategies on
the aspects of inherited
rare diseases such as dis-
covery of newer therapeu-
tic agents and approaches,

development of therapeu-
tics including repurposed
drugs, biologics, genetic
error corrective measures
and management to im-
prove quality of life of pa-
tients with rare diseases
such as orthopaedic/sur-
gical approaches and inno-
vative management proto-
cols, etc. Only inherited
rare diseases under the
groups Storage Disorders,
Small Molecule
Inborn Errors of
Metabolism, Primary
I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y
Disorders (PID),
Neuromuscular Disorders
(NMD), Hematological
Disorders (excluding
Sickle Cell Diseases and
Thalassemia), Skeletal
dysplasia will be consid-
ered, the document said.

ICMR calls for proposals on 
‘Therapeutics for Inherited Rare Diseases’



New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Indian Army brave-
ly thwarted an attempt by
the Chinese PLA from
"unilaterally" changing the
status quo in the Yangtse
area of Arunachal
Pradesh's Tawang sector
on December 9, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
said in Parliament on
Tuesday. There were no fa-
talities or serious injuries
to Indian troops in the scuf-
fle, he said.

In a suo motu statement
in Lok Sabha, Singh also
said Indian troops con-
fronted the attempt in a
"firm and resolute man-
ner", and Chinese person-
nel went back to their loca-
tions due to the timely in-

tervention of Indian com-
manders. He also made an
identical statement in
Rajya Sabha.

Singh's statement came a
day after the Indian Army
said troops from two sides
clashed along the Line of

Actual Control (LAC) in
the Tawang sector and the
face-off led to "minor in-
juries to a few personnel
from both sides".

"On December 9, PLA
troops tried to transgress
the LAC in the Yangtse
area of the Tawang sector
and unilaterally change
the status quo. The
Chinese attempt was con-
tested by our troops in a
firm and resolute manner,"
Singh said.

"The ensuing face off led
to a physical scuffle in
which the Indian Army
bravely prevented the PLA
from transgressing into
our territory and com-
pelled them to return to
their posts," he said.

Singh said the scuffle led
to injuries to a few person-
nel on both sides.

Tribute
PPuudduucchheerrrryy:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday paid rich tributes
to freedom fighter and
philosopher, Sri Aurobindo
on his 150th birth anniver-
sary, saying his life sym-
bolised the "Ek Bharat
Shrestha Bharat" concept.
Virtually addressing the
philosopher's anniversary
celebrations held here,
Modi also released a com-
memorative coin and
postage stamp to mark the
occasion.

Injured 
KKoollkkaattaa:: At least 17 chil-
dren were injured when
their school bus crashed
head-on with a truck in
West Bengal's North 24
Parganas district on
Tuesday, police said. The
incident happened on Taki
Road at Bishnupur in
Matia police station area,
around 40 km from
Kolkata, they said.

Torch 
CChhaattrraa:: A group of
Maoists struck at a road
construction site in a
forested area in Chatra
district, torched two
earthmovers and targeted
the labourers , a senior
police officer said. The
incident took place near
Karmahi forest, about 200
km from state capital
Ranchi, on Monday night.

Suspended 
KKaannppuurr:: Nine policemen
were suspended on
Tuesday after a suspect
died in police custody in
Kanpur Dehat district of
Uttar Pradesh, police
said. The deceased has
been identified as
Balwant Singh (27), a res-
ident of Saraiyya Lalpur
village, they said.
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An eagle flies on the South 
Block where Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh having a meeting
with three services chief on 

monitoring situation along LAC in
Arunachal Pradesh, at Vijay Chowk

in New Delhi, Tuesday.
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New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice-President and
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday led the na-
tion in paying tributes to
those who laid down their
lives during the 2001
Parliament terrorist attack.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, former Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
and Parliamentarians
across the party lined up to
pay tributes to the martyrs
of the 2001 Parliament ter-
rorist attack.

Murmu said the nation
will always remain grateful
to the "valiant martyrs"
who laid down their lives in
the 2001 Parliament attack.
"The nation pays homage to
the valiant martyrs who
laid down their lives while

defending the Parliament
against terrorist attack on
this day in 2001. We will al-
ways remain grateful to the
bravehearts for their
courage and supreme sacri-
fice," the president tweeted.

Prime Minister Modi

also paid homage to the
bravehearts. "Paid homage
to those who were martyred
during the 2001 Parliament
attack. We will never forget
their service, bravery and
sacrifice," Modi tweeted.

After paying floral trib-

utes, Union Minister and
leader of the House in
Rajya Sabha Piyush Goyal
along with Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi were seen interacting
with Gandhi, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge and leader in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury. Twenty-one
years ago on December 13,
terrorists of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-
Mohammed (JeM) attacked
the Parliament complex

and opened fire. Their at-
tempt to storm Parliament
House was foiled by person-
nel from Parliament
Security Service, CRPF and
Delhi Police.

The attack victims in-
cluded five Delhi police per-
sonnel, a woman Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) trooper, two
Parliament watch and ward
staff and a gardener. A jour-
nalist who was injured died
later. All five terrorists were
shot dead.

Baloda Bazaar, Dec 13: 

Skeletons of two leop-
ards were recovered by the
forest department in
Baloda Bazaar district of
Chhattisgarh, an official
said on Tuesday.

The skeletons were
found in a forest near Alda
village under Lawan area
of the district on Sunday,
said Mayank Agrawal, di-
visional forest officer
(DFO) of Baloda Bazaar.

A team of forest officials
rushed to the spot and re-
covered the bones of two
leopards, aged four to six
years, he said.

The remains were
around a month old and a
team of three doctors are
probing the deaths, the of-
ficial said. Preliminary in-
vestigations suggest that
the leopards may have
died in a fight, as there

was no sign of any move-
ment of villagers in the
area, he said.

Manendragarh, Dec 13:

Two persons were killed
and four injured when
their car caught fire after
hitting a roadside tree in
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district, police
said on Tuesday.

The accident took place
at Belbahra village in the
district on Monday night,
an official said.

A car rammed into a
tree, after which a fire
broke out in the vehicle, he
said. The victims, car driv-
er Mohammad Khwaja
(34) and Pappu Rajwade
(31) died, while Ashok
Goswami, Gopi, Sandeep
Rajwade and Mustaq sus-
tained injuries and were
rushed to a local hospital,

the official said.
The victims, who were

residents of Surajpur dis-
trict, were travelling to
Kotma village, he said,
adding that an offence has
been registered in this re-
gard.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI): 

Former Mumbai Police
Commissioner M N Singh
has said underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim became a
"monster" because he was
given social recognition
and good people hob-
nobbed with him, and
maintained politicians use
criminals because they
think they have a hold over
society.

Singh said some officers
go rogue because of politi-
cal interference in the po-
lice force and termed the
2021 Antilia bomb scare
case, in which some
Mumbai cops were alleged-
ly involved, as a "shameful"
incident. The retired IPS
officer, who headed the
Mumbai police from May
2000 to December 2002, was

speaking at the launch of
journalist Jitendra Dixit's
book "Bombay After
Ayodhya" on Monday at the
Mumbai Press Club.

He minced no words
while talking about the
politician-underworld
nexus and the Antilia case
in which some Mumbai
cops were arrested.

Singh, who led an on-

slaught against the under-
world in Mumbai and su-
pervised the 1993 serial
blasts' investigation, rued
that many builders and
film producers kept gang-
sters on their payroll.

"Dawood Ibrahim be-
came a monster because he
was given social recogni-
tion. Good people hob-
nobbed with him. They felt
great being seen in his
company. Many builders
and film producers kept
gangsters on their payroll.

"Politicians use crimi-
nals because they think
they have a hold over socie-
ty. They can get votes. What
can the police do in this?
Politicians wake up only
when it comes to their
necks. Now I hear politi-
cians getting involved with
gangsters and are purchas-
ing property from them,"
the former top cop said.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Ministry of Culture
has decided to increase the
monthly pension amount
for artists aged 60 and above
from Rs 4,000 to Rs 6,000, a
parliamentary panel has
been informed.

The Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Transport, Tourism and
Culture, in its latest report
tabled in Parliament on
Tuesday, said it was not sat-
isfied with the increase.

Earlier, the panel recom-
mended that the amount
needs to be reviewed and
"should be made respectable
for a person who has con-
tributed to the society and
country in continuing vari-
ous art forms." In its reply,

the ministry highlighted
the revised pension under
the Artists Pension Scheme
and Welfare Fund, the order
for which is yet to be issued.

"The committee is not sat-
isfied with the reason ad-
vanced by the ministry and
recommends that the min-
istry should be rather
proactive in such difficult
circumstances in providing
financial and medical sup-
port to artists who might be
struggling for their sur-
vival.

"The ministry should
take help from its zonal cul-
tural centres or the bankers
of the pensioners, besides
reaching to the beneficiar-
ies directly for providing
them with the financial sup-
port," the committee said.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Tuesday
opposed the bail pleas of
AAP's Vijay Nair and busi-
nessmen Sharath Reddy and
Abhishek Boinpally before a
court here in a money laun-
dering case related to the
Delhi Excise Policy scam
case in which Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia is
also an accused.

The ED urged Special
Judge M K Nagpal to dis-
miss the pleas filed by the
three accused in its reply to
their bail applications.

The agency told the court
that if granted the relief, the
accused may hamper with

the ongoing investigation
and also flee from justice.

The court posted the mat-
ter for the detailed argu-
ment on the bail petition of
Sarath Reddy for December
17, while it will hear the
pleas by Nair and Boinpally
on December 19.

The court will also hear
the bail application filed by
another co-accused Sameer
Mahendru on December 17,
while Binoy Babu's bail plea
will come up for hearing on
December 19.

All five accused are cur-
rently in judicial custody.

The ED had recently filed
its first prosecution com-
plaint (ED's equivalent to a
charge sheet) in the case.

‘Army thwarted Chinese attempt to change status quo’
̈ In Yangtse

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh speaks in the Rajya
Sabha during the ongoing

Winter Session of Parliament,
in New Delhi, Tuesday.

BBeeiijjiinngg:: China on Tuesday said the situation along the border with
India was "generally stable", days after the troops of the two coun-
tries clashed in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, resulting
in minor injuries to some soldiers on both sides. Hours after the
comments by the Chinese Foreign Ministry on the Sino-India border
situation, Senior Colonel Long Shaohua, spokesman of the Western
Theatre Command of the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA),
issued a statement, claiming that the clash on December 9 took
place when its troops on regular patrol on the Chinese side of the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) were blocked by Indian soldiers.

The Indian Air Force scrambled fighter jets last week following China's
increasing air activities on its side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh, people familiar with the matter
said on Tuesday. The deployment of some aerial platforms including
drones by China in the region preceded the Chinese attempts on
December 9 to unilaterally change the status quo in the Yangtse area of
the Tawang sector, they said. The people said a number of Chinese drones
flew close to the LAC prompting the IAF to scramble the jets and increase
the overall combat readiness. They said the IAF has also stepped up its
overall surveillance in areas in view of the Chinese attempt of transgres-
sion on December 9, adding it follows standard operation procedures that
included scrambling of fighter jets in case of specific security concerns.

Sino-India border situation ‘generally stable’: China 

‘IAF closely monitoring situation along LAC’

Leaders pay tribute to
2001 Parl attack victims

Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays homage to martyrs who lost
their lives in the 2001 Parliament attack on its 21st anniversary, at
Parliament House complex in New Delhi, Tuesday. 

President Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday said the nation will always
remain grateful to the "valiant martyrs" who laid down their lives in
the 2001 Parliament attack. Twenty-one years ago on December 13,
terrorists of the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) attacked the Parliament complex and opened fire, killing nine
people. "The nation pays homage to the valiant martyrs who laid down
their lives while defending the Parliament against terrorist attack on
this day in 2001. We will always remain grateful to the bravehearts for
their courage and supreme sacrifice," the president tweeted.

‘Nation remains grateful to bravehearts’

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

With passengers continu-
ing to experience long wait-
ing hours at Delhi and
other airports, airlines have
asked them to reach early,
do web check-in and carry
only one piece of hand bag-
gage for faster movement.

The country's largest air-
line IndiGo has asked pas-
sengers to reach Delhi air-
port at least 3.5 hours prior
to domestic departures.

In recent weeks, the
Indira Gandhi
International Airport
(IGIA) in the national capi-
tal has been witnessing
long queues and crowds
amid rising air traffic.

Authorities have put in
place an action plan, includ-
ing reducing the number of
flights during peak hours,
to deal with the situation.
Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia also inspected the
arrangements at the air-

port here on Monday. Amid
congestion, Vistara is ask-
ing its passengers to arrive
at the airport at least three
hours prior to domestic as
well as international
flights.

Delhi airport is experi-
encing high footfalls and
the check-in and boarding
time is expected to be
longer than usual, as per
the advisory tweeted by
IndiGo. "Passengers are re-
quested to reach the airport
at least 3.5 hrs prior to do-
mestic departures, and to
carry only 01 piece of hand
baggage weighing 7 kgs for
a smooth security check.
Please ensure that you com-
plete your web check-in for
added convenience," it said.

Citing high footfalls at
airport terminals, SpiceJet
has issued an advisory to
passengers asking them to
reach early and carry not
more than one hand bag-
gage of up to 7 kilograms
only.

AIRLINES TO PASSENGERS

‘Arrive early, carry just
one hand baggage’

Two killed as car catches
fire after hitting tree

̈ Four injured

The accident took place at
Belbahra village in the district
on Monday night. A car
rammed into a tree, after
which a fire broke out in the
vehicle. The victims, car driv-
er Mohammad Khwaja (34)
and Pappu Rajwade (31) died,
while Ashok Goswami, Gopi,
Sandeep Rajwade and Mustaq
sustained injuries and were
rushed to a local hospital. The
victims, who were residents
of Surajpur district, were trav-
elling to Kotma village.

About the mishap...

‘Social recognition made Dawood monster’
̈ Antilia case shameful

M N Singh

Two leopard skeletons recovered 

The skeletons were found in a
forest near Alda village under
Lawan area of the district on
Sunday. A team of forest offi-
cials rushed to the spot and
recovered the bones of two
leopards, aged four to six years.
The remains were around a
month old and a team of three
doctors are probing the
deaths.Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the leopards
may have died in a fight, as
there was no sign of any move-
ment of villagers in the area. 

About the recovery..

‘Monthly pension for
artists raised to Rs 6,000’

DELHI EXCISE POLICY SCAM

ED opposes bail pleas of AAP’s Vijay
Nair, businessmen Reddy, Boinpally
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Bhilai, Dec 13: 

On Tuesday, the divi-
sion level Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was inaugurat-
ed at Bhilai Vidyalaya
Sector 2. Participants of
seven districts participat-
ed in the divisional level
program after qualifying
different levels of

Chhattisgarhia Olympic
Sports Competition.
During the inauguration
ceremony, the public rep-
resentatives and district
administration officials
boosted the morale of the
players and motivated
them to represent Durg di-
vision at the state level
tourney. MLA Durg

(Urban) Arun Vora de-
scribed sports as an inte-
gral part of human cul-
ture and civilization.
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government is making
sustained efforts to pro-
tect and promote the tradi-
tional games. Today, youth
are getting familiar with
games like pittul, sankhli

and tug of war and are
getting connected with the
Chhattisgarhi culture.
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre was pres-
ent in the programme. In
his speech, he asked the
present participants to
enjoy the competition
with the spirit of sports-
manship.

Shalini Yadav
(President, District
Panchayat), Neeraj Pal
(Mayor, Municipal
Corporation Bhilai),
Dhiraj Bakliwal (Mayor,
Municipal Corporation
Durg), Nirmal Kosare
(Mayor, Bhilai Charoda
Municipal Corporation),
Rohit Vyas
( C o m m i s s i o n e r ,
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai), Ashwani
Dewangan (CEO District
Panchayat), Abhay
Jaiswal (District
Education Officer),
William Lakra (District
Sports Officer) and other
representatives and offi-
cers were present.

Sports are an integral part of human
culture and civilization: Arun Vora

Division level Chhattisgarhia Olympics inaugurated 

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

On the instructions of
the Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, legal ac-
tion is being taken against
the chit fund companies to
protect the investments of
common people. The Chief
Minister is going to dis-
tribute Rs 2.5 crore to 2284
investors of chit fund com-
panies in Durg district
next week. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena gave necessary di-
rections in this regard to
the officers. Taking swift
action on chit fund cases,
the Collector directed the
officers to provide relief to
the remaining investors as
well. The Collector con-
gratulated the officers on
the successful completion
of the Agniveer
Recruitment Rally. He said
that the recruitment sys-
tem was very nice. Army
officials said that they con-

ducted Agniveer recruit-
ments at various places in
the recent past but the
arrangement in Durg dis-
trict was the best.
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Arvind
Ekka, Municipal
Corporation Bhilai
Commissioner Rohit Vyas,
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwini Dewangan,
Municipal Corporation
Durg Commissioner
Laxman Tiwari and other
officers were present in the
meeting. The Collector in-

quired about the repair
work of roads in urban
bodies and rural areas. He
said that this work is of top
priority, and the govern-
ment has also sanctioned
funds for this project. He
instructed the officers to
complete the work of pot-
hole and patch repairing
with the amount of the
Fifteenth Finance
Commission. The
Collector said that street
lights are also necessary in
urban areas. The
C o r p o r a t i o n

Commissioners should
monitor the works regular-
ly. The Collector said that
the work of the Rural
Secretariat is also very im-
portant. The local staff
should give benefits of gov-
ernment schemes to the
people. Where there is any
problem related to eligibili-
ty, it must be mentioned
clearly. A format will also
be made for the work given
to the local staff and the
performance will be moni-
tored. Collector inquired
about Covid cases.

Officials said that claims
have been settled in about
3500 cases. In the remain-
ing cases also the eligible
beneficiaries will be paid
soon. The Collector in-
structed to complete this
work in the next one week.

The Collector specially
reviewed the revenue
cases. He said that the
legal process should be fol-
lowed completely in cases
of demarcation etc. In
such cases, the process of
serving notice etc., signa-
ture in panchnama should
be done as per rules to en-
sure transparency.

The Collector also in-
quired about the progress
of other major construc-
tion works including
Thagada Dam. The biggest
statue of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari is to be installed
in the Thagada dam. He in-
quired about the progress
of the work done so far on
this project.

CM to distribute Rs 2.5 crore to 2284 chit fund investors

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

Police arrested the
senior engineer of the
Construction Company
engaged in construction
of flyover at Kumhari on
charges of culpable
homicide and negligence
endangering human life.
Police are searching
other responsible offi-
cers and directors of the
company to take legal ac-
tion against them.

It could be recollected
here that an FIR was
lodged under sections
337, 304 of IPC following
the death of a couple in a
mishap at the under con-
struction flyover. The de-
ceased were Aajuram
Dewangan and his wife
Nirmala Dewangan, res-
idents of
Changorabhata, Raipur.

The couple with their 12-
year-old daughter Annu
Dewangan had come to
attend a marriage at vil-
lage Janjgiri on their
moped bearing registra-
tion number CG04-NV-
5125. Around 20:40 hrs
on Saturday, they were
returning back home on
the moped.

Near Kumhari Square,
they took the flyover
route as there was no
barricade, stopper or di-
version sign. Due to lack
of street lighting
arrangements, the rider
failed to assess the dead
end on the flyover and
the family fell off the

u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge. On information,
a police team reached
the spot and the injured
were rushed to
Government Hospital in
Kumhari. Aajuram
Dewangan and his wife
Nirmala Dewangan were
declared brought-dead at
the hospital. The child
Annu Dewangan was
shifted to AIIMS Raipur
for better treatment.

Police lodged an FIR
against the Royal Infra
Construction Company
Ltd Calcutta and the
case was taken up for in-
vestigation. Under the
instructions of SP

(Durg) Dr Abhishek
Pallava and guidance of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar,
Kumhari SHO
Sudhanshu Baghel and
ASI Ajay Singh conduct-
ed investigations to find
the people responsible
for this mishap.

Among the responsi-
ble persons of the con-
struction company,
Police arrested Piyush
Padhi (30) son of Pranav
Padhi, a resident of vil-
lage Urla, district
Mayurganj, Odisha;
present resident of
Opposite BM Shah
Hospital, Supela was ar-
rested and produced be-
fore the court.

Police are trying to
trace the other account-
able accused in the case
including Royal
Company’s Director
Jitendra Jain,
Shreyansh Jain, Project
Head Anirudh Jain, and
Project Manager
Santanu Malik. The ac-
cused will be arrested
soon, police claimed.

Senior Engineer of Flyover
Construction Company arrested 

 On charges of 
culpable homicide
and negligence
endangering
human life

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

Department of
Sociology organised a
visit to Mother Teresa
Ashram as a part of
Community Outreach pro-
gram. The students and
team members of
Sociometry Association
Donated ‘Walker’ to one of
the inmates of Mother
Teresa Ashram.

Students of BA
Sociology, showcased cul-
tural program to enter-
tain the inmates of the
Ashram. The principal of
the college Dr MG
Roymon and administra-
tor of the college Rev Fr
Dr Joshi Varghese extend-
ed their moral support
and congratulated the stu-
dents for their sincere
dedication & devotion to-
wards the needy section of
the society. The entire pro-

gram was guided and sup-
ported by Deepti Santosh,
Head In- Charge of
Department of Sociology

and Dr Hari Prakash
Sonwani, Assistant
Professor Sociology
Department.

Sociometry Association of St Thomas College
organises Community Outreach Program

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant’s
largest Blast Furnace –
Blast Furnace 8 (BF 8),
christened Mahamaya has
become the fastest in SAIL
to have crossed the 11 mil-
lion tonnes (MT) cumula-
tive production on
December 12, 2022. BF 8’s
journey from 10 MT to 11
MT has been completed in
144 days. BF 8 is Bhilai’s
modern blast furnace with
advanced automation &
control systems. The 10
MT milestone had been
crossed by BF 8 on July 21,
’22. The total cumulative
days for BF 8 to reach 11
MT since its blowing in on
February 02, 2018 is 1775
days, which is much less
when compared to 1830

days that Rourkela Steel
Plant’s blast furnace of
similar capacity took to
cross 11 MT and 2067 days
of IISCO Steel Plant’s blast
furnace of similar capaci-
ty took to cross the 11 MT
milestone. Director In-
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant,

Anirban Dasgupta, ED
(Works) Anjani Kumar
and senior officers of the
Plant congratulated the
members of Mahamaya
Team and all supporting
shops & departments for
crossing the 11 MT mile-
stone. It may be recalled

that BF 8’s journey from 1
MT to 2 MT took 165 days.
BF 8 completed journey
from 2 MT to 3 MT in 161
days. It took BF 8 155 days
to touch 4 MT from 3 MT.
BF 8’s journey from 4 MT
to 5 MT took 149 days. BF 8
took the same time period
of 149 days from 5 MT to 6
MT.

BF 8 completed journey
from 6 MT to 7 MT took 141
days. The journey from 7
to 8 MT was completed in
154 days. BF 8’s journey
from 8 MT to 9 MT was
completed in record time
of 138 days.

BF 8’s journey from 9
MT to 10 MT was complet-
ed in 160 days, and now the
journey from 10 MT to 11
MT has been completed in
144 days.

Bhilai Steel Plant’s Blast Furnace 

8 crosses 11 Million Tonne Milestone

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

The Shankhnaad Yatra
undertaken by Bhilai
District President
Brajesh Bichpuria con-
tinued for the fifth con-
secutive day. The
Shankhnaad Pad Yatra is
being taken out regard-
ing the problems of the
public and is getting
huge public support
from the citizens. During
the yatra women have
complained to District
President Brajesh
Beechpuria about the ir-
regularity in door-to-
door garbage collection
and cleaning of sewer-
age drains. Also, ration
cards could not be made
even after several visits
to the Municipal
Corporation at many
places, benefits of

Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana were not avail-
able in the slum areas,
old age pension to the
elderly, widow pension to
women, divorce pension

have not been received,
also increase in electrici-
ty bills, streets without
roads and drains.
Shankhnaad Pad Yatra
has been termed by the

public as a journey to re-
move the sorrows of the
people. On fifth day the
Yatra continued through
Sheetla Mandir, Fish
Market, Vegetable

Market, Circular Market,
Jawahar Market, Ravi
Das Nagar, Atal Udyan
Chatai Quarter, Link
Road and Jalebi Chowk
in the inner parts of
Pragati Nagar. Shadow
Councilor Murgesh Soni
informed about the mess
in the Atal garden and
installation of statue of
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on Atal ji’s
birthday. Atal Udyan
Samiti President Sagar
Singh, Sanjana Singh
Vice President, Ashutosh
Mishra, Rahul Sachdev
Singh, Nagmani Naidu,
Vicky Sonkar, Ujjwal
Golai, Sonam Singh,
Sagar Mahajan, Dhanuja
Singh and other commit-
tee members garlanded
the newly appointed
District President
Brajesh Bichpuria.

BJP’s Shankhnaad Yatra continues on fifth consecutive day 

Bhilai, Dec 13: 

A most affordable state
of the art diagnostic cen-
tre and a world class
Super Speciality Hospital.
If any disease is diag-
nosed on time and proper
treatment is done, the
problem of the patient can
be solved as soon as possi-
ble. With this objective,
Medlife Super Specialty
Hospital has been inaugu-
rated in Telibandha
(Raipur) located in the
heart of the city. This
health service center was
inaugurated on 11
December 2022.

From fully automated
pathology to online avail-
ability of reports, all serv-
ices are dynamic with the
digital world. Triveni of-

fers MR Eye, City Scan, 5D
Sonography, X-Ray,
Pathology and other in-
vestigations at 50% dis-
count. The distinguishing
feature is its digital pres-
ence. All reports will be
sent to the patient through

SMS or WhatsApp. In ad-
dition, diagnostic services
will be available 24x7 in-
cluding Sundays. Medlife
Super Specialist Hospital
is a 100 bedded hospital.
ICU mode of 25 beds,
Euler Operation Theater

and Critical Care facility
are equipped with all
types of modern equip-
ment. Team of specialist
doctors includes
N e u r o s u r g e o n ,
Orthopaedic surgeon,
G y n a e c o l o g i s t ,
P a e d i a t r i c i a n ,
Neurosurgeon, Gastro
Surgeon, Skin depart-
ment, Medicine depart-
ment, and experts of all
other departments will
provide full time services.
All types of government
schemes like Ayushman
card scheme facility are
available in the hospital.
Other patients will also be
treated at minimum rates.
Along with this, Tera Hi
Tera Welfare Society will
cooperate in the treatment
of poor patients.

Most affordable diagnostic center and 
world class Super Specialty Hospital inaugurated

Bhilai, Dec 13: SR
Hospital & Research
Center and Pahlajani
Test Tube Baby Center
are jointly organising a
free counseling camp for
childless couples on
December 15, 2022. The
timing of the free coun-
seling camp is from 10:00
hrs to 15:00 hrs at SR
Hospital premises in
Chikhali, Durg.

Dr Namita Chandra
Verma, Gynaecologist
and IVF specialist of SR
Hospital Pahlajani Test
Tube Baby Center said
that this is the state-of-
the-art technology for ar-
tificial insemination. In

this process women are
artificially inseminated.

SR Hospital
Gynaecologist Dr Sweta
Rani Prasad of SR
Hospital told that the
feeling of becoming a
mother is very special
for all women. She added
that when a woman be-
comes a mother, it is like
a new life for that
woman. Dr Sweta Rani
made a humble appeal to
the childless couples of
the region to take advan-
tage of the free coun-
selling camp organised
on Thursday, December
15 from 10:00 hrs to 15:00
hrs.

Free counselling camp 
for childless couples at SR
Hospital Durg on Dec 15

Contract labour killed
in mishap at BSP

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1133:: A contract labour
of Bhilai Steel Plant was killed in
a workplace mishap on Tuesday.
The high skilled labourer was
placing a conveyor roll bundle
on the Conveyor when the inci-
dent occurred. He was taken to
Main Medical Post where he
was declared dead. According
to information, the victim was
Kanha Charan Mehar (42) a res-
ident of Arya Nagar, Kohka. He
worked for the contractor M/s
CB Patel. Around 15:20 hrs on
Tuesday, Kanha Charan Mehar
and his co-workers were
deployed for the task of fixing
the conveyor roll bundle at
Conveyor No FS 9 in Sinter Plant
2. He suffered fatal injuries with
a rod which was thrown away
while fixing the heavy conveyor.
He was rushed to the Plant’s
Main Medical Post where doc-
tors declared him brought dead.
Cause of the incident is being
investigated.



ANNUAL SPORTS DAY

Variety of programmes were held in the annual sports day of Holy Cross Sr.
Secondary School, Byron Bazar here on Tuesday.

Dr. Dahria participates in Guru
Ghasidas Jayanti ‘Shobha Yatra’

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1133:: State Urban
Administration and
Development and Labour
Minister Dr. Shivkumar Dahria
participated in the procession
organised on the occasion of
Guru Ghasidas Jayanti at
Abhanpur in Raipur district here
on Tuesday. 

On this occasion Minister Dr.
Dahria performed Bhumi Pujan
and inaugurated various devel-
opment and construction works
worth more than Rs 2.51 crore
under Nagar Panchayat
Abhanpur area. Regional MLA
and former minister Mr.
Dhanendra Sahu was specially
present on this occasion. Dr.
Dahria inaugurated a shed
made at a cost of Rs 15 lakh and
a boundary wall constructed at
a cost of Rs 5 lakh near Mukti
Kuti in Abhanpur. In this way,
Bhumi Pujan was done for
about 31 construction works
under Nagar Panchayat
Abhanpur, costing Rs 2.63
crore. 

The construction works

include school building, com-
munity building, CC road, drain,
shed, platform, aahta, Mahila
Mandal building and other con-
struction works. Addressing the
program on this occasion,
Urban Administration Minister
Dr. Dahria said that construc-
tion and development works are
being done in all the urban and
rural areas of the state accord-
ing to the needs of the people.
He said that various public wel-
fare programs and schemes are
being run for all sections of the
state under the leadership of
Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel. 

He said that assistance is
being provided to the farmers
under the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana. Landless tradition-
al workers and agricultural
labourers are being benefited
under the Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhumihin Krishi Mazdoor
Yojana. Similarly, scholarship is
being provided to students
belonging to scheduled castes,
tribes, backward classes and
other weaker sections. Regional
MLA Mr. Dhanendra Sahu also
addressed the program.
Representatives of Panchayats
and residents of the area partic-
ipated on this occasion.

Tumour Markers can be used to identify
cancerous tumours effectively

Raipur, Dec 13: To dis-
cuss the growing use of
tumour biomarkers in
cancerous and other non-
cancerous fluids, All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences organized 9th
Pre-Conference CME on
‘Tumour  Biomarkers-
Present and Future.’
Experts suggested that
tumour markers can help
identify cancerous tu-
mours. This, in turn, can
lead to early treatment.

Prof (Dr) Nitin M
Nagarkar, Director, said
that with the help of tu-
mour biomarkers, cancer
can be identified at an
early stage. This can lead
to early diagnosis and
treatment of cancer.
‘Biomarkers can help se-
lect an anti-cancer drug.
Now, there are a number
of effective biomarkers
available. We need to

focus on more research in
this field, he said.

Prof Eli Mohapatra,
Dean (Examination) and
HoD, Biochemistry, said
that the Association of
Clinical Chemistry and
Lab Medicine
Practitioners is organiz-
ing ACCLMPCON in
Kolkata on 7-8 Jan 2023.
The Association is organ-
izing Pre-Conference

CMEs in each state. For
Chhattisgarh, AIIMS-R
has been designated to or-
ganize the CME.

Organizing Secretary
Dr Suprava Patel and Dr
Seema Shah informed
that during the CME, the
importance, accuracy,
sensitivity and working
of tumour biomarkers
have been discussed in
different scientific ses-

sions.
Guest of Honour Prof

PK Khodiyar, HoD, Pt
JNM Medical College,
Hospital and Research
center, Prof Sarita
Agrawal, Dean
(Research), and Central
Executive body member
Dr Anirban Ganguly ex-
plained the importance of
tumour biomarkers.

Jagdish Joshi talked

about available assays
under Beckman Coulter
for diagnostics. With the
rise in the number of
cancer cases every day,
cancer being the leading
cause of death after car-
diovascular diseases
Worldwide, this CME pro-
vided the much needed
information regarding
what and how of cancer
diagnosis, he said.

Dr Desai Vidya Sripad
(AIIMS-Mangalagiri) ex-
plained one of the most
common mutations, and
Prof. Ritu Gupta (AIIMS-
New Delhi) shed light on
multiple myeloma. A
comprehensive review of
the markers of breast
cancer, the leading cause
of death in women, was
presented by Dr
Debapriya Rath, Pt JNM
Medical College and hos-
pital, Raipur.

RMC Opposition leader Raipur meets Governor

Raipur, Dec 13: A delegation
of Municipal Corporation,
Raipur led by Leader of
Opposition Smt. Meenal
Choubey called on Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uike at Raj
Bhavan here Mrs. Choubey ap-
prised the Governor about the
various activities of the
Municipal Corporation, Raipur.

CAIT CG Chapter distributes
blankets to needy people 

Raipur, Dec 13: Senior
National Vice President of
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAT) Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, Executive
President Vikram
Singhdeo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, General
Secretary Surinder Singh,
Executive General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay Agarwal
and media in-charge Sanjay
Chaubey said that on
Tuesday CAIT C.G. Chapter
distributed blankets to the
needy people at the Cancer
Hospital located in

Mekahara. Senior 
Vice President of CAIT

Mr. Amar Parwani said that
CAIT C.G. Chapter contin-
ues to discharge its social
responsibility from time to
time, so that the needy can
get its benefit. In this series,
CAIT C.G. Chapter distrib-
uted blankets to the needy
people at the Cancer
Hospital located in
Mekahara. He said that

keeping in view the severe
cold in the capital, blankets
were distributed. He said
that CAIT CG Chapterhe
chapter will continue this
work even further  and will
continue to discharge its so-
cial responsibility. Amar
Parwani, Parmanand Jain,
Bharat Jain, Mahendra
Kumar Bagrodia, Avneet
Singh and other officials
were present.

Guest Lecture on Ideas to make
India the World’s Largest Economy 

Raipur, Dec 13: The
Relations Cell of National
Institute of Technology
Raipur organized a guest
lecture on ‘Ideas to make
India the World’s Largest
Economy before 2037’ on
9th December 2022. The
event was conducted by
the Entrepreneurship Cell
of NIT Raipur under the
guidance of Dr.
Shubhashis Saniyal, HoD,
Mechanical Engineering,
and Dr. Chandrakant
Thakur, Faculty Incharge,
E-Cell.

Srinu Raju, Senior
Software Architect, CLI,
USA was the speaker of
the session. He started the
session by comparing the
problems of India with
various countries which

included unemployment
rate, land acquisition,
Brain Drain, vacant land
taxes, import and export
in India, and many more.
The most important ques-
tion raised during the dis-
cussion was “Why do we
make software for others,
but others make cars for
us?”. He also emphasized
the importance of land re-
forms and vacant land
taxes and how this will im-
prove India’s economy.

The audience was well
engaged in the session and
the 80+ attendees tried to
make the best out of their
experience. The workshop
served as an excellent plat-
form for technophiles to
nurture their young
minds toward Land
Reforms that would im-
prove the economy of
India.

Shopkeeper consumes
kerosene to commit suicide

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: A shop
keeper attempted suicide
by consuming kerosene
when Municipal
Corporation team reached
to seal his sweet shop in
Fundhar area of ??capital
Raipur. He was immediate-
ly admitted to Ambedkar
Hospital, where his condi-
tion is said to be critical. It
is being told that while
taking action under illegal
parking, the municipal ad-
ministration had reached

to seal his shop today.
The matter pertains to

Fundhar area falling
under jurisdiction of
Telibandha police station,
where Vinay Bhargava
runs his shop named
‘Gwala Sweets’. Municipal
administration is taking
action regarding illegal
parking in the city. To this
end, the corporation ad-
ministration sent a notice
to Gwala Sweets under il-
legal parking. The corpo-
ration’s team reached to
seal his shop. Meanwhile,
argument broke out be-
tween shop keeper Vinay
Bhargava and the corpora-
tion’s team. Angry over
this action of municipal
corporation Vinay
Bhargava attempted sui-

cide by consuming
kerosene in front of the
corporation team.

Vinay Bhargava has
blamed the corporation
administration for this. He
said, the corporation ad-
ministration was sending
notices one after another
regarding parking with in-
tention of harassing him.
While dozens of shops are
running in this area, only
his shop is being targeted
by the corporation admin-
istration, he said.
According to Vinay
Bhargava it is the respon-
sibility of the police and
not of shopkeepers to con-
trol the traffic. After this
incident, additional police
force was been deployed in
front of the shop.

Grand final and closing of
Hira Cricket today

Raipur, Dec 13: Grand fi-
nale & closing ceremony of
Suresh Agrawal Memorial
Corporate Cricket
Tournament Cup 2022
(Season-13) will be held at
Hira Sports ground
Opposite, Ram Vatika - VIP
Road near Fundhar, Raipur
on Dec 14.

It is a matter of great
pleasure that Hira Group
Sports & Cultural
Association is successfully
completing Suresh Agrawal
Memorial Corporate
Cricket Tournament Cup
2022 (Season-13).

24 teams have participat-
ed and around 60 league
matches were played in this
tournament. These matches
were played on knockout

basis. The leading corpo-
rate houses and financial
institutions viz. Hira
Group, Sarda Energy, Niros
Ispat, Nirmaan TMT, GPIL,
Jindal, Axis, ICICI,
IndusInd, HDFC, Kotak etc.
have taken their participa-
tion in this Tournament.

The 1st semi-final match
of this tournament was
played between Kore
Corporate Vs.
GPILEcopeland 2nd be-
tween Nirmaan TMT &
Axis Bank on 13th.

The grand finale of this
tournament will be held be-
tween the winners of semi-
final matches to be held at
5.00 PM on Dec 14
(Wednesday), followed by its
grand closing ceremony.

No information given to CM over
operation of ‘Vande Bharat’ train

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel was not given
any information about
inauguration of
Bilaspur-Nagpur Vande
Bharat train. Raising ob-
jection on not being in-
vited to inauguration of
the train he said that
railways did it with him
for second time. He said
that he was also not in-
formed about the train
operation from
Antagarh.

The Chief Minister
was not given any infor-
mation Vande Bharat
train when it was mov-
ing towards
Chhattisgarh after inau-
guration in
Maharashtra. According
to Baghel the fare in
Vande Bharat train is so
high that the common
man cannot board it.

Moreover the trains in
which lower middle
class people and the poor
used to travel have been
cancelled, he said. When
all such trains were can-
celled none of BJP lead-
ers uttered any word but
this time they reached to
welcome the launch of
Vande Bharat train, he
said.

BJYM workers barge into electricity office 

Raipur, Dec 13: Hundreds
of Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha workers led by for-
mer minister Rajesh
Munat reached the elec-
tricity office in Gudhiyari
Raipur to stage gherao in
protest against hike in
electricity bill. The police
force present at the elec-
tricity office could not stop
them barging into electric-
ity office after breaking
the barricade.

Meanwhile former min-
ister Rajesh Munat along
with BJYM workers sat on
a dharna inside the elec-
tricity office. They staged
a sit-in demanding the re-
turn of the security fund.

After giving the memoran-
dum to the officials, the
protest of the former min-
ister continued for a long
time.

Regarding the protest,
Rajesh Munat told that
there was arbitrary power
cut in the entire state and
also in Gudhiyari area of

??Raipur. The public is
troubled by the increase in
electricity bill, illegal re-
covery in the name of se-
curity fund, he alleged and
said that protest was being
raised under the banner of
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha. Munat said that
the Congress, which came

to power by promising to
halve the electricity bill,
increased the electricity
bill 4 times in 4 years.
Frequent power cuts are
being reported in the
name of maintenance, he
said, adding that arbitrary
recovery is being made in
the name of security fund.

Govt has performed excellently
even in crisis: Baghel

Raipur, Dec 13: The
Congress government
being led by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to complete its four
years on December 17. The
government has decided to
celebrate ‘Chhattisgarh
Gourav Divas’ on this day
by organizing series of pro-
grammes in all Gouthans
(cow shelters), cooperative
societies, paddy procure-
ment centers, tendupatta
collection centers, forest
produce management com-
mittees, haat-bazaars,
wards of urban areas of
the state. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will also
address the people at 11 am
on December 17.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said on Tuesday, the
last four years were full of
pride for Chhattisgarh.
The state government
worked for farmers,
labourers, tribals, minor
forest produce collectors,
children, be it in the field of
health, industrial develop-
ment or business develop-
ment, he said, adding that
performance of his govern-
ment was excellent even in
times of crisis. In such a
situation, the completion of
these four years is a matter
of pride for Chhattisgarh,
he said.

The results of the 2018
assembly elections in
Chhattisgarh came on 11
December. Congress came
into the government with a
thumping majority by win-
ning 67 seats. On December
17, Congress Legislature
Party leader Bhupesh
Baghel took oath as Chief
Minister at the Balveer
Singh Juneja Indoor

Stadium in Raipur.
With this, the Congress

government started func-
tioning. The first meeting
of the state cabinet took
place two hours after the
swearing-in ceremony.
Minister TS Singh Deo and
Tamradhwaj Sahu attend-
ed the meeting with the
Chief Minister.

This cabinet in one
stroke decided to waive off
the short term farm loans
of the farmers. The out-
standing irrigation tax of
the farmers was also

waived off. At the same
time, it was also decided to
procure paddy at the rate of
Rs 2500 per quintal. In this,
two big promises – loan
waiver and paddy price
were considered as the rea-
son for the return of
Congress to power.

By-elections were held in
five assembly constituen-
cies in the last four years
and Congress won in all.
Now with 71 MLAs in the
assembly Congress formed
government with the
largest majority in
Chhattisgarh so far.

According to the outline
of Chhattisgarh Gourav
Divas, farmers, chairman-
members of Gouthan com-
mittees, cattle herders,
landless labourers, public
representatives, local resi-
dents including members
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
will be invited in all
gouthans at 11 am on
December 17 where people
will be informed about the

achievements made under
various schemes in the last
four years. Information
about major schemes of
the government will also
be provided.

Farmers will be invited
at primary cooperative so-
cieties and paddy procure-
ment centers at 3 pm where
information about the
major schemes related to
agriculture of the govern-
ment will be given. In the
forest areas, on the same
day at 11 am, information
will be given about the
schemes being run for the
farmers and laborers at the
Tendupatta collection cen-
ters and the offices of the
Forest Produce
Management Committee.
People will also be given in-
formation about public
welfare schemes of the
government in the Haat
Bazaars operated in all the
districts. Programmes will
be organized at ward level
in urban areas from 11 am.
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At Mekahara Cancer
Hospital

Held at NIT Raipur

To protest arrival of
RMC team to seal his
shop over illegal 
parking

Baghel says it 
happened with him for
second time

To protest against hike
in electricity bills

Preparations to cele-
brate ‘Gourav Divas’ on
Dec 17

To mark 4 years of
Cong govt in Ch’garh

Prof (Dr) Nitin M Nagarkar, Director, addressing Pre-Conference CME in AIIMS Raipur.

Brother, nephew nabbed in woman’s murder

Basna, Dec 13: The police
has solved the blind mur-
der mystery of a woman
from Gram Pounsara
under Basna thana within
72 hours of the murder. In
this it is the brother and
nephew of the woman who
turned out to be the main
accused, who murdered
her over some property dis-
pute. The police has
nabbed both of them and
seized the sharp-edged
weapon used in the crime.
The accused have been
booked under section 302

and 201 of IPC.
The victim Nimimoti

Patel used to live all alone
in the house in Gram
Pounsara and was using
goat-rearing to earn a
livelihood. She was also
having 1 acre land behind

her house and take paddy
crop in it and as & when
she used to go outside the
house, she used to leave the
keys at her neighbour’s
house - Lakhilal Patel. The
deceased was not seen in
the village for last two days

and the goats in her house
were found to be uncom-
fortable and it was here
that villagers doubted her
presence.

It was here that
Radhacharn Patel, Lakhilal
Patel and other found
something burried inside
the land in her ‘badi’ in a
small pit and on replacing
the soil found her body. She
was killed by some sharp-
edged weapon on her neck
and was burried to hide ev-
idence. In the post-mortem
it was cofirmed and
through inquiry and evi-
dence, the two from family
were nabbed and taken into
arrest.

Rajim Mela new venue to be developed 
on permanent basis: Sahu

Rajim, Dec 13: Minister
for PWD and Religious
Trusts and Endowments
Tamradhwaj Sahu con-
ducted inspection of the
venue selected for the
Rajim Punni Mela. He
took stock of the work in
progress and directed to
develop the new venue of
Rajim Mela on a perma-
nent basis. He said that
here that infrastructure
be developed kepingin
mind needs of the devo-
tees, suggestions of local
citizens and keeping in
mind next 100 years.

Speaking further
Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said
that the new venue of
Rajim Mela be developed
in such a way that it re-

mains a centre of attrac-
tion for all the devotees
visiting the place. This
place will be linked with
the Ram-Van- Gaman
Path yojana of the state
government. Sahu said
that four-lane roads be
developed so that the
devotees coming to pay
obeisance or prayers in
the temple and to the
venue do not face any
problems.

He said that the devo-
tees and visitors coming
on foot should have sepa-
rate wide road. In addi-

tion to this availability of
water throughout the
year in the river will also
be made. The tents and
other shops near the
river would be shifted to
this place.

On this occasion
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu directed to make
necessary arrangements
at the new venue for the
forthcoming Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Jayanti
programme to be organ-
ised on 7 Jan 2023.
Duringi this Sahu also
inspected the construc-

tion work in progress for
the Ram-Vanpath Gaman
and said that here a huge
statue of Lord Shri Ram
will be installed and un-
veiled and for this he
asked the officers to
make all necessary
preparations.

District Collector
Prabhat Malick apprised
the minister about the
drawing, design of new
Fair venue an budget for
the infrastructure devel-
opment and sanctions
made so far.

Here construction of
‘dharamshala’, garden,
‘tatbandh’, toilet, temple
and others will be done.
Duringi this SP Amit
Kamble, CEO District
Panchayat Rotikma
Yadav, Upper Collector
Avinash Bhoi, SDM Puja
Bansal District Mahila
President Padma Dubey,
Vikas Tiwari, District
Panchayat member Rohit
Sahu, Rajim Bhaktin
Mata Samiti President
Lala Sahu and others
were present.

CM lays stone, inaugurate devp works worth Rs 64.14 cr

Mahasamund (Basna),
Dec 13: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated and laid stone for de-
velopment works worth
Rs 64.14 cr in Basna as-
sembly constituency
today. This includes
bhoomipujan of 37 devel-
opment works worth Rs
32.64 cr and inauguration
of 23 works worth 
Rs 32.59 cr.

The works for which
bhumi pujan was per-
formed include construc-
tion of new roads, bridges
and culverts and construc-

tion of additional rooms
in the college, school
building construction,
boundary wall construc-
tion, cultural building
construction, C.C. Roads,
community building con-
struction etc.

Chief Minister Baghel
was on Bhent-Mulaqat

visit to Basna constituen-
cy of Mahasamund dis-
trict today. During the
visit, Baghel met and in-
teracted with the people of
village Pirda and village
Gopalpur of Basna and
asked about the imple-
mentation of state govern-
ment schemes.

JSP wins FICCI CSR award for fight against Covid-19
Raigarh, Dec 13: Jindal
Steel & Power (JSP) has
been honored with FICCI
CSR Special
Commendation Award for
its efforts to counter the
COVID-19 pandemic. JSP,
under the leadership of its
Chairman, Naveen Jindal,

was among the few organi-
zations in India to take up
multidimensional initia-
tives, supporting the com-
munity and government to
fight the COVID-19 spread
in India. Through its CSR
arm, JSP Foundation, led
by Shallu Jindal, the steel-
maker started a series of
on-the-ground services to
ease the suffering of the
poor and vulnerable im-
mediately following the
pandemic’s onset in India.
Arjun Munda, Union
Tribal Affairs Minister,
Government of India, pre-
sented the prestigious
award to company execu-
tives in New Delhi.

“Covid-19 pandemic af-
fected the society, the econ-
omy and the health infra-
structure of the entire na-
tion. The poor and vulner-
able were the worst affect-
ed. As a responsible corpo-
rate citizen, Jindal Steel &
Power joined the
Government and the com-
munity by building hospi-
tal facilities, providing liq-
uid medical oxygen, feed-
ing the hungry and pro-
tecting the livelihood of

the vulnerable community
during the lockdown to
fight the pandemic”, said
Shallu Jindal,
Chairperson of JSP
Foundation in a state-
ment. Immediately after
the announcement of the
lockdown to fight Covid-
19, JSP launched a special
initiative, ‘Mission Zero
Hunger’ in three states,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh, and
Jharkhand, to feed truck
drivers, stranded migrant
labourers, and the poor.
This initiative was later
extended to Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, and
Maharashtra, delivering
more than 2 million meals.

During the second
Pandemic wave, the steel-
maker supplied more than
5,000 tonnes of Liquid
Medical Oxygen (LMO)
by road and Indian
Railway’s Oxygen
Express to 13 states. It
also provided two cryo-
genic tankers to the
Government of Odisha
for LMO transportation.

For health care services
during the Pandemic, JSP
designated 700 Oxygen
beds in its Fortis OP
Jindal Hospital &
Research Centre in
Raigarh and Tamnar,
Chhattisgarh, and spe-
cialised COVID Care
Centre at Angul, support-
ed by ICUs, ventilators,
and other capabilities.
Besides, the Foundation
also distributed lakhs of
facemasks and thousands
of litres of sanitisers
amongst the community
and the Front line
COVID-19 warriors.
Multiple buyback
arrangements by the
Foundation also protect-
ed the livelihood of farm-
ers and SHG Women.

BoI committed to revival of economy and
discharge of social responsibilities

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 13: During
the visit of Mr. A K Das,
MD & CEO of Bank of
India in Raipur, a Credit
Outreach Program was or-
ganised by Raipur Zone in
which loan sanction let-
ters amounting Rs. 500
crore were provided to
customers under various
schemes run by the
Government, as well as
loan were disbursed by
NBG/Zone branches and
beneficiaries were en-
rolled under financial in-
clusion schemes. Mr Das
also participated in vari-
ous CSR activities while
discharging Corporate
Social Responsibility as
per the bank’s commit-
ment towards society. Mr
Das provided the key of an
Ambulance for the benefit
of the undergoing patients
of AIIMS, Raipur to the
Deputy Director, AIIMS.

Bank of India hereby rec-
ognize and appreciate the
efforts of the various so-
cial service institutions
and hence provided food
items and blankets to E
Maa Bhojan Seva Samiti,
which provides free food to
the patients and their rela-
tives undergoing treat-
ment at AIIMS-Raipur, for
the convenience of
Divyang people, tricycles
were also provided to the
needy people identified by
Charameti Foundation, an
NGO and Furniture items
were provided for the use

of Old age citizens resid-
ing in Sanjeevani
Vridhhashram run by
Badhte Kadam, Raipur.
During his visit, Das said
that Bank of India is fully
committed towards re-
vival of the Indian econo-
my and social responsibili-
ties. General Manager,
Bank of India’s National
Banking Group, MP  &CG,
Mr. Lokesh Krishna, Zonal
Manager, Mr. Vivek
Prabhu and Deputy Zonal
Manager, Mr. NIraj Kumar
Dutta were also present
during these events.

NTPC Lara celebrates its
Raising Day with gaiety 

Lara, Dec 13: NTPC Lara
the 1600-megawatt power
station of NTPC Limited
celebrates its raising day
on 13th December 2022. On
this occasion Diwakar
Kaushik, ED, Lara un-
furled the NTPC Flag and
addressed the employees
on recent performance of
Lara station. In his ad-
dress Kaushik, described
NTPC Lara station as mov-
ing forward very fast by
surpassing all initial hur-
dles. Having the distinct
feature of 800-megawatt
environment friendly
super critical technology-
based turbine generator
coupled with the objective
of providing eco-friendly
and affordable electricity
for nation building in this
calendar year till date
power houses of NTPC
Lara generated 8107 mil-
lion units with 82.80 per-
cent Plant load factor

(PLF). On 21st November
NTPC Lara achieved sig-
nificant milestone by re-
ceiving coal through its
own MGR rail link from
Talaipali coal mine. This
service will ensure fuel se-
curity of Lara station for
providing uninterrupted
power supply to
Chhattisgarh and other
Indian states.

On this occasion a cake
cutting ceremony was or-
ganized. Besides certifi-

cates were distributed to
the successful candidates
of Harvard Manage
Mentor programme.

Among others Akhilesh
Singh, GM (O&M), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (FM), SK Roy,
GM (Operation), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project),
Vijender Singh, AC, CISF,
representatives of union
and association, HoDs,
senior executives, employ-
ees and associates were
present on this occasion.

Schemes created to ensure
benefit to each class: CM

Mahasamund, Dec 13:
Addressing to Bhent-
Mulaqat, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel stated
that several programmes
and schemes have been
created for each class to
ensure that each class ben-
efits from it.

CM said that the state’s
legislature creates laws
and policies and we are
here to discover its imple-
mentation. He remarked
that when we meet the
beneficiaries, we may hear
about their joys and sor-
rows and understand
more about how the plans
are being carried out.

In accordance with the

Chief Minister, under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, the money was dis-
tributed in four install-
ments and deposited di-
rectly into the accounts of
the farmers. Three to four
days are remaining for
successful completion of
four years Congress gov-
ernment rule in the state,

as they took oath on Dec
17. He stated that immedi-
ately after taking the oath,
the government went to
the ministry, called a meet-
ing and decided about loan
waiver and declaring MSP
on paddy.

The Congress govern-
ment had waived the 19
lakh farmer’s loan of Rs
9050 cr in government ini-
tial judgement.

Whether or not the cen-
tral government extends
its support, we are deter-
mined to keep all our
promises to the people of
Chhattisgarh. Farmers

are also being provided
the funds and financial
aids as per their needs,
which has significantly
improved their standard of
living.

Baghel said that he had
taken oath as Chief
Minister of the state on
Dec 17 and only three to
four days are left for com-

pletion of four years of
his tenure. Soon after
taking charge, Baghel
had gone directly to
Mantralaya, held a meet-
ing and took a decision
regarding loan waiver
and support price.

While addressing the
Bhent-Mulaqat program,

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the state
government has formu-
lated various schemes for
each section of the socie-
ty and this Bhent
Mulaqat campaign is our
way to personally inspect
the implementation of
these schemes, policies

and laws.
Baghel said that dur-

ing Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme, we meet the
beneficiaries and get to
know about their experi-
ences, while taking feed-
back about the imple-
mentation of the
schemes.
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Police solves blind 
murder mystery in 72 hrs

In Assembly 
constituency Basna

Conducts inspection of
new venue for Rajim
Punni Mela

Directs to speed-up
ongoing works at the
venue

Govt started fulfilling
promises made right
from day-1

Meets villagers, 
interact during Bhent
mulaqat in Assembly
constituency Basna 

 A statement granting
Basna the status of a sub-
division office.

 Upgradation of the build-
ing of Government Higher
Secondary School,
Gopalpur.

 Upgradation of Village
Memra High School into a
higher secondary school.

 The announcement of the
road’s construction from
Raja Sawaiyya Kala to
Lakhagarh village.

 The announcement of the
canal lining and renova-
tion work at the Devgaon
reservoir.

 The announcement that
Gaurav Path will be built
in Pithora Nagar
Panchayat.

 Announcement of con-
struction of anicut in
Bagh river.

 A new primary school
will be opened in Gram
Panchayat Bhokludih.

 Instructions for the Gram
Panchayat Sarpanch to
act right away on the let-
ter about forest rights.

 Announcement of the
construction of a raised
platform shed in Basna’s
marketplace.

Announcements made by CM in
Assembly constituency Basna

Thru vermi-compost made 
earning of Rs. 4.02 lakh 

During Bhent-Mulaqat
in Assembly constituen-
cy Basna, Village
Gopalpur, one of the vil-
lager’s - Homeshwari
Sahu, state that 1054
quintals of vermi-com-
post was made, yielding

a dividend of Rs. 4 lakh 2 thousand in her income. ‘I
gave the group’s members a portion of the profits and
am currently using the money to educate my chil-
dren’, she added.

‘HBCY scheme is 
helping a lot’

BBaassnnaa:: Kabir Sahu
Khairkhunta, who has ben-
efitted from the Haat Bazar
Clinic Yojana (HBCY), stat-
ed that every Friday, a vehi-
cle is comes to the market.
Blood tests and medica-
tions with medical advice
are all provided at no cost
and this scheme is helping
him a lot from medical
point of view.

‘Got ration card
on time’

BBaassnnaa:: The ration card has
been issued, said Kaushilya
Bai Yadav of Atharah Gudi
village. Her family consists
of 12 people, and she along
with her daughter-in-law
each has their own ration
card. Rice in the quantity of
10-10 kg is available.
Ration along with salt is
provided at no cost. LPG
costs Rs 1200, which is
quite expensive. As a
result, I am unable to use it,
she stated. On this CM
state that, ‘It was a pleas-
ure to speak with
Kaushalya Didi’.

BBaassnnaa:: During the Bhent-
Mulaqat in Basna Assembly
Constituency the Teli Samaj
of Fuljhar zone demanded
sanction for construction of
its community building and
on which CM announced
sanction of Rs 20 lakh to
them. Similarly to demand by
the Muslim community for a
fire brigade for the traders’

federation, CM granted
approval of Rs 15 lakh. On
this occasion, the Sikh com-
munity presented a ‘Saber’
to the Chief Minister.
Sanction of Rs 10 lakh to
Brahmin Samaj of Basna for
construction of Aangan
Dome and Rs 20 lakh to
Pithora Brahmin Samaj
announced.

CM sanctions funds for 
different communities

Triveni Jain

Raipur: Triveni Jain,
R/o Bhatagaon,
Raipur, breathed her
last here on Tuesday.
She was 60. The final
rites were performed at
Marwari crematorium.
She was wife of Ravi
Kumar Jain and moth-
er of Shreyansh Jain
and relative of Motilal
Vaid

Ram Kumar Mishra

Bhilai: Ram Kumar
Mishra (Kharora
Maath) R/o Sector-8,
Bhilai, breathed his
last in Bhilai on
Tuesday. The final rites
were performed at
Ramnagar crematori-
um, Bhilai. He was re-
tired head master of
BSP School, Risali. He
was father of Rahul
Mishra, father-in-law
of Girdhar Diwan and
grand-pa of Himanshu
Diwan.

OBITUARY



BBiillaassppuurr,,  DDeecc  1133::    ISTE, SECL &
CGCOST Sponsored
International Conference
VIMARSH-2k22 is being organ-
ized for 2 days on 16-17
December 2022 by Chouksey
Group of Colleges. This is the
second international seminar
in this series being organized
by Chouksey Group of
Colleges. The main theme of
this conference is
Multidisciplinary, under
which excellent research
papers will be published in a
reputed journal. The Chief
Patron of this International
Conference is Mr. Jai Narayan
Chouksey, Trustee H.K.
Kalchuri Education Trust,
Patron is Mr. Ashish Jaiswal,
Managing Director, Chouksey
Group of Colleges. Organizing
Committee of the conference,
Dr. D.K. Ahirwar, Dr. Sanjay
Pandey, Dr. Santosh Sinha as
well as Professor M.K. Verma,
Vice Chancellor, Ch. Swami
Vivekananda Technical
University, Bhilai, Professor
L.P. Pateria, Vice Chancellor
Shaheed Nandkumar Patel
University, Raigarh, Dr. C.S.
Verma, Regional Officer and
Assistant Director, Central

Regional Office, All India Council
for Technical Education, Bhopal
and Professor Shailendra Saraf,
Director HRDC, Pt. Ravi Shankar

Shukla University Raipur will be
special invitees. Eminent
researchers and scientists from
Sri Lanka, Thailand, South
Africa, Japan and other coun-
tries will participate in this inter-
national conference as keynote
speakers. More than 1100
research papers have been
received in this conference.
ISTE, SECL & CGCOST
Sponsored International
Conference VIMARSH-2k22, this
is the second international con-
ference in this series.  Through
this seminar, you will get infor-
mation about the technological
changes happening in the world.
The objective of this event is to
provide a common platform to
scientists, teachers,
researchers and students by
sharing scientific ideas and
knowledge. Various subject
experts, professors, research
scholars, students, entrepre-
neurs, product developers etc.
will participate in this interna-
tional conference. In this con-
ference, the participants in sci-
ence, technology and engi-
neering subjects will be able to
present their research topics at
the international level through
their articles.
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International Conference  

VIMARSH-2k22 gets underway

BBeerrllaa,,  DDeecc  1133::

An important meeting of
Chhattisgarh Manva Kurmi
Kshastriya Samaj (CMKKS)
Dhamdha Raj was held last on
Saturday in Gram Singardih
and in this the well-known per-
sonalities of the Samaj were
paid rich tributes by garlanding
their photos and to those from
the society who recently
passed away. 

Out of all the cases of the
society, few were sorted out as
per the Samaj’s constitution
and few were taken into con-
sideration for the next meeting
of Samaj. In the above meeting,
Rajiv Dhurandhar gave an
amount of Rs 5001 in the name
of his mother to Dhamdha Raj.
After this discussions were held
on paying scholarship to talent-
ed students and special honour
to them. In this the students
with more than 80% marks in
the Class 10th and 12th and

those above 70% marks in the
College and their parents not
having income above Rs 1.50
lakh per annum and the stu-
dents who excel in the compet-
itive exams will be felicitated.
Information in this regard was
given to members of the Samaj
and it was decided to hold the
next Raj convention in Gram
Gudheli circle and for which
application from Gram Ufra and
Singardih were received. It was
on considering all pros & cons it
was decided to hold the next
sammelan of Raj in Gram Ufara.

In the meeting held last
Saturday in Singardih,
Chandraprakash Pargniha, Raj
Pradhan Dhamdha Raj; up-raj
pradhan Shiva Chandravanshi;
Rajmantri- Rohit Verma;
Sachiv- Kamlesh Verma; co-
sachiv- Tulsi Nayak, Treasurer
Fattelal Verma, Mahila
President Reeta Verma, Saroj
Pargniha, ex-Raj-Pradhan- Arun
Pargniha, central appeal in-
charge Toran Nayak, Yuwa
President Prahlad Verma, TR
Pargniha and others were pres-
ent.

CMKKS Dhamdha Raj meeting held

Pithora, Dec 13:

An overloaded pick-up
with around 42 villagers
onboard turned turtle
near Pithora city on
Sunday and in this all 36
passengers got injured
and six are reported to be
critical. They were first
taken to Community
Health centre (CHC)
Pithora and from there
were referred to Medical
College Mahasamund.
The rest of injured with
minor injuries were treat-
ed at CHS itself.

As per information in
this regard from Police,
the applicant Lalit
Pradhan S/o Sankarshan
Pradhan (60), R/o
Durgapali, informed that
a pick-up vehicle near

Setkunwar Hospital
turned turtle at around
9:30 am under Pithora
thana here on Sunday. In
this 36 villagers got in-
jured and in this two chil-
dren are also involved and
six are reported to be crit-
ical.

It was at 7:30 am the
pick-up vehicle bearing
No. CG 06 GK 9602 left
along with more than 40
villagers from Gram
Durugpalli along with
men, women and chil-
dren. They were all going
to ‘dasgatra’ programme
in Gram Urridadar in
Odisha. It was near the
city itself the driver
Omkar Yadav was driving
the vehicle in reckless
manner and high speed
and due to which it

turned turtle. As per re-
ports 39 persons have got
injured in the incident
and were taken to CHC for
treatment. Six critical re-
ferred to Mahasamund:

The six persons viz.
Belmoti Bariha (45);
Lakeshwari (21);
Rajkumari Pradhan (55);
Ramkunwar Patel (58);
Jhaliyarin (60) after first-

aid in CHC were referred
to Medical College
Mahasamund for treat-
ment.

Daily many pick-ups
going to Kishanpur:

It is notable here that
with rumour of ‘Shivling’
appearing in Gram
Kishanpur, hundreds of
villagers are going in
pick-up vehicles to pay
obeisance and offer re-
spects. But even after re-
peated publication of
news about overloaded ve-
hicles being driven, no ac-
tion has been taken
against commercial and
passenger vehicles by the
local police administra-
tion and it is probably one
of the reasons that such
accidents are taking
place.

36 passengers in pick-up vehicle injured
Six reported critical, as it turned turtle near city

At Chouksey Group of Colleges

NNaannddiinnii--AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  DDeecc  1133::  The

first meeting of the newly elect-

ed office bearers of

‘Hahayvanshiya Kshetriya

Tamrakar Samaj’ (HKTS) after

formation of new working com-

mittee was held at the residence

of President of Samaj Hemant

Tamrakar. First prayers to Lord

Shri Sahastrabahu were held and

the meeting was started.

Discussions regarding social

issues were held in this meeting

and then discussions were held

on allotment of land for the

Samaj and building construction.

The above meeting was attended

by Natwar Lal Tamrakar

(President Nagar Palika

Parishad, Ahirwara), Nandlal

Tamrakar, Gopichand Tamrakar,

V-P KishoreTamrakar, Jitendra

Tamrakar, Ajay Tamrakar, gener-

al secy. Rajkumar Tamrakar,

Secy- Dau Anand Tamrakar,

Treasurer- Ritesh Tamrakar, Co-

Treasurer- Ashuman Tamrakar;

Media in-charge Rounak Abhinav

Tamrakar and by all the working

commitee members.

Meeting of HKTS held

Bemetara, Dec 13: 

Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla has said
that like the cities, the
work of providing clean
drinking water is now
being done in the villages.
Drinking water is to be
supplied by the govern-
ment to every house, the
target is to provide drink-
ing water to every house
in every village.

He expressed his views
during the four-day resi-
dential KRC Level-3 train-
ing under Public Health
and Engineering
Department, Bemetara Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM). It
was organized by the
Center for Environment
and Development
Bhubaneswar on Monday
at a private hotel in
Bemetara. Collector

Jitendra Kumar Shukla
inaugurated the four-day
residential training pro-
gram of Gram Panchayat
level stakeholders by light-
ing the lamp. In the train-
ing, the objectives and con-
cept of Jal Jeevan Mission
were discussed and the ac-
tion plan for providing tap
water to every household
was discussed.

The Collector said that
the work of Jal Jeevan

Mission is going on in the
villages and asked to
check its quality and after
the completion of the
scheme it needs to  be
maintained as well.

He asked stakeholders
to take a pledge to make
good use of water in the
village. Collector said that
we have to use water ac-
cording to the require-
ment. If there is water,
then there is tomorrow.

Now meters are being in-
stalled in the taps in big
cities and the place where
more water is being used,
then more tax will have to
be paid.

If meters are installed,
citizens will start using
water in a limited way. The
Collector further said that
the ground water level of
the earth is gradually de-
creasing and keeping this
in mind we have to pay at-

tention to water recharg-
ing. Executive Engineer,
PHE Department said that
after the completion of the
work of Jal Jeevan
Mission, it has to be main-
tained by the Panchayats
and for this Gram
Panchayats can take water
tax from the citizens. We
have to make better use of
drinking water.

The youth of the village
will have to be trained to
improve the leakages of
pipeline etc. Highlighting
the objectives of the four-
day workshop, Dr. Manoj
Das (CED) Bhubaneswar
discussed on water quality
and measures for its pro-
tection and provided infor-
mation regarding ill ef-
fects of diseases caused by
dirty water. The partici-
pants were present during
the training.

Collector inaugurates four-day training of JJM

Birkoni, Dec 13: Sankul-
level sports competitions
were held in Sankul
Kendra Kanya Bikoni in
Gram Achridih on Sunday
and it was held under guid-
ance of Sankul co-ordina-
tor Sahdev Ram Dhruv and
head masters from differ-
ent schools. In this sports
competition, Govt Middle
School, Kapa, Primary
School, Kapa and Primary
School, Bhatapara, Kapa
and Surya Public School,
Kapa remained dominant
among all other schools. In
this Govt Middle School,
Kapa came first in the boy’s
category in Kabaddi, along

with first place in Girl’s cat-
egory; second in the boy’s
and girl’s category in Kho-
kho. In the ‘sui-dhaga’ com-
petition- Neha Nishad
came first and Gigyasu Sen
came first in the 200 mts
run. From Govt Middle
School, Kapa, a total of 40
students took part and on

this achievement of the stu-
dents, Sankul Co-ordinator-
Dhruv Sir, head of
Institution- Shri Y; Sahu
Sir, President of Shala
Prabandhan Samiti; em-
bers and teachers have ex-
tended their greetings and
best wishes to all the stu-
dents.

Students from Kapa 
outshine in sports

 In Sankul-level
sports competition

Churikala, Dec 13:

A new distribution cen-
ter was inaugurated by the
Electricity Board in
Churikala Nagar
Panchayat, in the presence
of Chief Guest Regional
MLA Purushottam Singh
Kanwar and Nagar
Panchayat President
Neelam Ashok Dewangan
and Electricity Board
Executive Engineer RK
Chauhan, here. MLA
Purushotam Singh in his
address on the occasion

said that the new distribu-
tion center started in Vara
Nagar, is a boon, as the
towns people had to deal
with electricity problems
on a regular basis. Ashok
Dewangan said that the of-
ficers and employees of
the Electricity Board have
always been ready regard-
ing the electricity system
of the city, their work is
commendable. Executive
Engineer RK Chauhan
said that with the inaugu-
ration of the distribution
center, the people of the

city and the surrounding
areas will get a lot of relief.
In this regard, RK
Chauhan told in a meeting
that there will be arrange-
ment for one junior officer,
employee, two linemen,
one vehicle and trans-
former in the distribution
center. The electricity bills
of the electricity con-
sumers of 32 villages in-
cluding Jhora,
Churikhurd, Bisanpur,
Didolbhantha, Pandripani,
Hunkra, Dudga,
Dhanwaipur, Janjra, will
be paid only here. Apart
from this, immediate re-
pair work will be done in
case of fault in electricity.
City Councilor  Usha
Jaiswal, Lata Dewangan,
Rakesh Pratap Singh,
Alderman Vinay Dubey,
besides Junior Engineers
of Electricity Department,
Baleshwar Anant, Sabbir
Sahu, Kanwar, Nagar
Panchayat Kar Machari
and Electricity Board em-
ployees were present on
this occasion.

Electricity distribution
center inaugurated

Mahasamund, Dec 13:
The office bearers of
Traders Association
Mahasamund met
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Vinod Sewanlal
Chandrakar,here and
handed over a memoran-
dum regarding discrepan-
cies in mandi fee and farm-
ers’ welfare fee on pur-
chase of paddy. On which
the Parliamentary
Secretary Chandrakar as-
sured to take proper initia-
tive to draw the attention
of the government to-
wards their demands.

According to informa-
tion, till November 30, 2021,
all the traders who used to
buy paddy had to pay two
percent market fee on the
value of paddy, whether it
was traders or rice millers
or poha millers or rice ex-
porters. The same market
fee was payable for all, but

from December 1, 2021,
thirty percent mandi fee
and two percent farmers’
welfare fee were imposed
on all the traders who
bought paddy on the price
of paddy. From July 1, 2022,
market fee on paddy price
for Poha Millers has been
reduced to one percent and
farmers’ welfare fee has
been completely exempted.
Similarly, from July 27,
2022, no duty is being
charged from rice ex-
porters and they are being

given complete exemption
in market fee and farmer’s
welfare fee. Mandi fee and
farmers welfare fee to rice
millers has been reduced
to one per cent,while for
paddy traders no discount
is being provided for, due
to which the farmers will
not be able to get the right
price for their produce.
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Chandrakar has as-
sured to draw the attention
of the government to-
wards their demands.

Discrepancy in farmer’s 
welfare fee on paddy purchase
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‘BJP-led Centre neglected
Meghalaya, NE’

Shillong, Dec 13 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister and TMC chief
Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday alleged that the
BJP government at the
Centre has neglected
Meghalaya and other
northeastern states.

Banerjee, addressing a
TMC workers’ convention
here, said her party wants
to assist the people of
Meghalaya to ensure that
the state is ruled by sons of
the soil.

“The central govern-
ment has totally neglected
Meghalaya as well as other
northestern states. We will
ensure that we bring
change and the hill state
prospers... Let us walk to-
gether on path of
progress; why divide peo-
ple based on caste and reli-
gion?” she said.

Banerjee also promised
a financial inclusion
scheme under which a di-
rect transfer of Rs 1,000
per month will be made to
woman in every house-
hold of Meghalaya.

“Women in Meghalaya
have suffered enough.
While the state govern-
ment neglects them, we
aim to empower them,”
she said.

Assembly polls are due
in Meghalaya early next
year.

Earlier in the day, the

Trinamool Congress
supremo also distributed
Rs 5 lakh each to next of
kin of those killed in
clashes along the Assam-
Meghalaya border last
month.

“Today, I met the fami-
lies of the victims of the
tragic Mukroh firing. It
was my duty to stand by
them in their time of grief.
As a small act of assis-
tance, I handed over ex
gratia cheques of Rs 5
lakh to their kin,” she
said.

Violence had broken out
at Mukroh village near the
disputed border between
the two states in West
Karbi Anglong district in
November, after a truck al-
legedly laden with illegal-
ly felled timber was inter-
cepted by forest guards

from Assam
Six people - five tribal

villagers from Meghalaya
and a forest guard from
Assam - were killed in the
clashes. The TMC is now
Meghalaya’s main opposi-
tion party in its 60-mem-
ber assembly by virtue of
the defection of 12 of the
17 Congress MLAs, includ-
ing former chief minister
Mukul Sangma in
November last year.

However, one of the 12
resigned from the assem-
bly and also from the party
last month, reducing the
TMC’s strength in the
House to 11.

Besides Tripura and
Assam, Meghalaya is one
of the northeastern states
where the TMC is trying to
make inroads. The party
had also contested the as-

sembly election in
Manipur in 2012.

While Meghalaya is
being governed by a coali-
tion of NPP, BJP and oth-
ers, the saffron party-
headed groupings are rul-
ing Assam and Tripura.

Accompanied by TMC
national general secretary
and her nephew Abhishek
Banerjee, she reached the
state capital on Monday.

Abhishek Banerjee had
visited Meghalaya twice
this year. During his last
visit, he had inaugurated a
TMC party office in the
Garo Hills region and met
church leaders besides ad-
dressing a public meeting
in western Meghalaya.

Interestingly, the ruling
NPP president and Chief
Minister Conrad
Sangma’s father is the late
PA Sangma, the former
Lok Sabha Speaker who
had merged his faction of
the NCP with the TMC in
2004.

Mamata Banerjee’s visit
to Meghalaya came days
after the state government
filed a criminal defama-
tion suit against TMC na-
tional spokesperson Saket
Gokhale for making
claims that a state-owned
tourism firm misappropri-
ated funds worth over Rs
630 crore.

The TMC is also trying
to make its presence felt in
Tripura and Assam.

Abandoned girl child adopted by Spanish professor
Diphu (Assam), Dec 13 (PTI): 

Abandoned at birth by
her biological parents, a
two-year-old child from a re-
mote area in Assam’s Karbi
Anglong district has found
home in distant Spain with
a professor from the
European country formally
adopting her on Tuesday.
Maria Emngal Rams ar-
rived at Dhansiri town of

this hill district early on
Tuesday morning and took
custody of the minor after
spending more than two
months for paperwork and
other formalities.

“The adoption process
was done through CARA
and after approving and
verifying all documents, we
handed the child to her new
mother at a function here,”
Sanju Bora, founder mem-

ber of Mission Concern’, an
adoption agency where the
child was staying, said.

The Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA)
is a statutory body of the
union ministry of women
and child development
which functions as the
nodal body to monitor and
regulate in-country and
inter-country adoptions.

The adoption agency offi-

cial said the child was
brought to Mission Concern
two years ago in a serious
condition. She was aban-
doned by the roadside and
ants had bitten through her
flesh severely. She was pro-
vided with medical treat-
ment and care under the su-
pervision of Ambika,
whom the children at the
center fondly refer to as
Maa’ (mother).

Bill to include Gonds in ST
category in UP districts

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday took up a bill that
seeks to include the Gond
community in the
Scheduled Tribes category
in parts of Uttar Pradesh.

Tribal Affairs Minister
Arjun Munda introduced
the motion for considera-
tion and passage of the bill
when the Upper House re-
assembled at 2 pm post
lunch break.

The Constitution
(Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes) Orders
(Second Amendment) Bill,
2022 passed by the Lok
Sabha in April this year.

The bill seeks to amend
the Constitution
(Scheduled Tribes) (Uttar
Pradesh) Order, 1967 (ST
Order) and the
Constitution (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1950 (SC
Order) with respect to its
application to Uttar
Pradesh. It amends the

Scheduled Castes order to
exclude the Gond commu-
nity as a Scheduled Caste
in four districts of Uttar
Pradesh: Chandauli,
Kushinagar, Sant Kabir
Nagar, and Sant Ravidas
Nagar. It amends the ST
order to recognise the
Gond community as a
Scheduled Tribe in these
four districts.

Pramod Tiwari of the
Congress supported the
bill but wondered why
other communities were
left out from the scope of
the proposed legislation.

He alleged that atroci-
ties against Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes increase in the
country whenever the
BJP-led government
comes to power at the
Centre.

“I support this bill but I
oppose the tokenism this
government does in the
name of welfare of SC and
ST,” said Santanu Sen of
the Trinamool Congress.

He suggested to the gov-
ernment that “instead of

shedding crocodile tears
for the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, re-
ally try to think positive
for the betterment of the
backward communities of
the country”.

Sen said that instead of
bringing separate bills the
government should have
taken comprehensive
measures to include some
other communities in dif-
ferent states.

Members cutting across
party lines supported the
proposed legislation but
called for inclusion of
more communities in the
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes cate-
gories.

Niranjan Bishi of the
BJD, Subhas Chandra
Bose Pilli of the YSRCP
and V Sivadasan of the
CPI(M) supported the bill.

Ramji of the BSP sup-
ported the bill but claimed
that atrocities against trib-
als have risen in the coun-
try and called for stringent
action against the perpe-
trators of such incidents.

‘Will repeal PSA if NC comes to power’
Srinagar, Dec 13 (PTI): 

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Omar Abdullah on
Tuesday said the National
Conference will repeal the
controversial Public
Safety Act (PSA) if it
forms the government in
the Union Territory after
the Assembly elections.

He also termed as unfor-
tunate the face-off be-
tween the armies of India
and China in Arunachal
Pradesh and said the two
countries should work to-
gether to improve their re-
lations.

“They (Centre) have
only kept those (old) laws
here which can be used to
harass people. There is no
(Public) Safety Act any-
where in the country...it is
only in Jammu and
Kashmir. I have said it ear-
lier and I repeat when the

National Conference gov-
ernment comes, on the
first day, this law will be
repealed,” Abdullah told
party workers at Dooru in
Anantnag district.

The PSA was first enact-
ed by the then J-K govern-
ment headed by National
Conference founder
Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah in 1978 to curb
timber smuggling. The
law, which provides for de-
tention of up to two years

without trial, was later
used against terrorists
and separatists after the
eruption of militancy in
Jammu and Kashmir in
1990.

While the Centre did
away with a large number
of laws passed by the
Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the
reorganisation of Jammu
and Kashmir in 2019, the
PSA was one of the few
laws that were retained.

Abdullah said the abro-
gation of Article 370 will
be an issue in the
Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir,
which will be held for the
first time after the
Centre’s August 2019
move. The schedule for the
elections has not been an-
nounced yet.

“It is obvious that this
election will not be con-

tested merely on bijli,
sadak, pani (electricity,
roads and water).
Whatever has happened
since August 5, 2019 will be
an issue in the elections.
Let’s see what the people’s
verdict is,” he added.

The former chief minis-
ter said his party will take
every step to protect the
identity and interests of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

He accused the Centre of
taking away the resources
and jobs of local people by
bringing outsiders in the
Union territory.

“The mineral extraction
contracts are given to out-
siders...Even the postman
who delivers letters will be
brought in from other
places. Our youth are not
deemed fit for these jobs,”
Abdullah claimed.

“I would have had no ob-
jection to these things but

then they should take our
youth and give them jobs
in Haryana, Punjab, UP
and other states. They
should allow our contrac-
tors to do mining in
Punjab. But they won’t do
it,” he added.

Abdullah said a
National Conference gov-
ernment will ensure that
the land and the resources
of Jammu and Kashmir
are reserved for locals
only.

On development, he
lambasted the J-K admin-
istration alleging that it is
not able to carry out even
10 per cent of the work
that should have been
done.

“During our time, we
might have been able to
get only 70 per cent of the
work done, but this admin-
istration has failed to get
even 10 per cent done,” he
added.

All sub-registrars in Delhi
to be women

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

From property registra-
tions to marriage registra-
tions, Delhi will now see only
women sub-registrars in-
volved in dealing with com-
mon people as Lt Governor V
K Saxena directed Chief
Secretary Naresh Kumar to
appoint them. The move
would mean that for the first
time, all 22 Sub-Registrars
(SRs) in Delhi government’s
Revenue Department will be
women officers.

In an official statement,
the LG office said that it is ex-
pected that with women offi-
cers at the helm, the “preva-
lent corruption, red-tapism
and harassment of people at
such offices will be mitigat-
ed”. The sub-registrar offices
are at the cutting edge of gov-
ernment’s interface with the
common citizens, it said.

After assuming office,

Saxena, with an aim of em-
powering women in govern-
ment services by placing
them in positions of impor-
tance, had envisaged that the
sub-registrar offices of the
Delhi government’s Revenue
Department be headed by
women officials.

“This, he had underlined,
would also ensure more sen-
sitive, corruption-free and
empathetic public dealing, as
experience around the world
had established,” the state-
ment added. The sub-regis-
trar offices are responsible
for land registry sale, pur-
chase and lease, registration
of properties, sale deeds, is-
suing share certificates,
marriage registrations, is-
suing of caste certificates,
income certificates, verifica-
tion of documents and other
services that have a direct
bearing on the common peo-
ple, it said.

Delhi govt’s reply on office infrastructure
for prosecutors evasive: HC

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court has
observed that the Delhi gov-
ernment’s reply regarding
office space and infrastruc-
ture for prosecutors has
been “evasive” and asked
the principal secretaries of
the law and home depart-
ments to be present before
it on the next date of hear-
ing.

It was hearing an applica-
tion filed by the Delhi
Prosecutors Welfare
Association in a pending
suo motu case concerning
digitisation of the
Directorate of Prosecution.

A bench of justices
Mukta Gupta and Poonam
A Bamba noted that though
it had called for a report
from the home depart-

ment’s principal secretary
on the matter, it was sub-
mitted under the signature
of the Director of
Prosecution.

“In this application, this
court is presently dealing
with the demands of the
prosecution department
and thus, it is not proper
that the status report in re-
sponse to the direction of
this court has been filed by
the director prosecution,
that is, the applicant before
this court,” the bench said
in its order on December 8,
which was uploaded on the
court’s website on Monday.

The high court said that
“the response of the home
department appears to be
evasive as, for instance, in
respect of office space and
office infrastructures, the

remarks of the home de-
partment are that no action
was required at their end
and thus, a letter was sent
to the registrar general of
this court, requesting to
pursue the issue of provid-
ing adequate space in each
district to the prosecuting
officers”.

The bench said regarding
the proposal to reimburse
the amount for purchasing
laptops, printers and tablet
computers, it has been stat-
ed by authorities that the
previous bids were can-
celled as participants could
not qualify in the technical
bid and a fresh bid was
floated on November 9. “It
is not noted as to when the
earlier bid was cancelled
and the decision to call for a
fresh bid was taken. As re-

gards the request of the
prosecutors for subscrip-
tion of law journals is con-
cerned, again, a proposal
has been sent to the home
department, however, no
reply thereon has been re-
ceived,” it said.

Considering the stands
taken in the status report,
the bench asked the princi-
pal secretaries of the home
and the law departments of
the Delhi government to be
present in court on the next
date of hearing January 12.

The high court had earli-
er issued a notice to the
Delhi government and
sought its response on the
application, filed through
advocate Kushal Kumar,
seeking to provide adequate
digital infrastructure and
facilities to prosecutors.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

Devotees take part in a religious procession taken out to mark the first anniversary of

the Kashi Vishwanath Dham, in Varanasi, Tuesday. 

TRIBUTE TO PARRIKAR

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant pays tribute to former Goa CM Manohar Parrikar

on his birth anniversary, at Smriti Sthal Miramar in Panaji, Tuesday.

BRIEF

Inaugurate 
 Chennai: Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister
M K Stalin inaugu-
rated the state owned
Aavin ice-cream fac-
tory established at a
cost of Rs 12.26 crore
in Salem on Tuesday.
The state-of-the-art
facility, virtually in-
augurated by the
Chief Minister from
the secretariat here,
can produce 6,000
pieces of ice-creams
in the form of cone
and cup in various
flavours measuring
50 ml, 100 ml, 500 ml
and 1 litre which
would be sold
through the retail
outlets.

Detected
 Srinagar: Security

forces on Tuesday de-
tected an improvised
explosive device (IED)
planted on the side of
a road in the Sopore
area of Jammu and
Kashmir’s Baramulla
district, officials said.
The IED, which was
planted by militants,
was detected by a road
opening party of the
security forces at
Tulibal in Sopore in
the morning, they
said.

Electrocution 
 Jamshedpur: A male

tusker died of electro-
cution after it came in
contact with a loose
high-tension live wire
in Jharkhand’s East
Singhbhum district, a
police officer said on
Tuesday. The elephant
which was separated
from the herd, was
moving around the
village in search of
food for last three
days. It came into con-
tact with high tension
live wire near Bhatin
village, about 35 km
from here, and got
electrocuted in the in-
tervening night of
Monday/Tuesday, the
officer said.

Tragedy
 Tiruvannamalai: A

man allegedly killed
his wife and four chil-
dren, including two
teenage daughters and
ended his life at his
house in Chengam
taluk in the district,
police said Tuesday.
Another daughter,
aged about 9, who was
admitted to the gov-
ernment hospital here
with cut injuries ini-
tially, has been re-
ferred to the
Government Hospital
in Chennai for ad-
vanced treatment.

Cancelled 
 New Delhi: The

FCRA registration of
1,811 NGOs were can-
celled by the govern-
ment between 2019-21
for alleged violation of
law, Union Minister of
State for Home
Nityanand Rai said in
Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. According to
the law, any NGO
which intends to re-
ceive foreign funding
must register itself
under the FCRA.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah with Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
during a tribute ceremo-
ny to pay homage to
martyrs who lost their
lives in the 2001
Parliament attack on its
21st anniversary, at
Parliament House com-
plex in New Delhi,
Tuesday. West Bengal Chief Minister and TMC supremo Mamata

Banerjee during a meeting with family members of victims
of Mukroh firing incident on Tuesday.

 Introduced in RS

Omar Abdullah 



SNOW COVERED TREES 

A car passes snow covered trees at the ‘Harz’ mountains near Wernigerode, Germany,
Tuesday, Dec. 13
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Washington, Dec 13 (PTI):

The G-7 countries on
Monday came out in sup-
port of India’s presidency
of G-20 countries and reit-
erated its commitments
towards an equitable
world. In a joint statement
issued on Monday, the
leaders of the G-7 coun-
tries said they endorse a
sustainable future for all.

“Under the German
Presidency, we, the G7, to-
gether with other interna-
tional partners, have
demonstrated our resolve
to jointly addressing both
major systemic challenges
and immediate crises of
our time. Our commit-
ments and actions pave

the way for progress to-
wards an equitable
world,” leaders of G-7
countries said in a joint
statement.

“As we look to the 2023
G7 Summit in Hiroshima
under the Japanese
Presidency, and in our
support to the Indian G20
Presidency, we stand
strong, united and ab-
solutely committed to re-
building a peaceful, pros-
perous and sustainable fu-
ture for all,” the statement
further added. India for-
mally assumed the G20
Presidency on December
1.

Prime Minister Modi
said said India will work
to further promote one-
ness, inspired by the
theme of “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” and
listed terror, climate
change, pandemic as the
greatest challenges that

can be best fought togeth-
er.

India’s G20 priorities
will be shaped in consulta-
tion with not just our G20
partners, but also our fel-
low-travellers in the global
South, whose voice often
goes unheard, Modi said
in an article which ap-
peared in several newspa-
pers and was posted on his
website as well. India’s
G20 agenda will be inclu-
sive, ambitious, action-
oriented and decisive, he
said.

The next G20 Leaders’
Summit at the level of
Heads of
State/Government is
scheduled to be held on
September 9 and 10 in
New Delhi. The G20 or
Group of 20 is an inter-
governmental forum of
the world’s major devel-
oped and developing
economies.

It comprises Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada,
China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy,
Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, Turkey, the UK,
the US and the European
Union (EU).

Together, they account
for over 80 per cent of the
global Gross Domestic
Product, 75 per cent of in-
ternational trade and two-
thirds of the world popu-
lation. On Monday,
Leaders of the Group of
Seven (G7) countries high-
lighted on progress of
their cooperation under
Germany’s Presidency to
jointly address global
challenges at a time of se-
vere geopolitical crisis
and critical moment for
the world economy. The
group was joined by
Ukraine’s President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy.
“This year in the face of
Russia’s illegal, unjustifi-
able and unprovoked war
of aggression against
Ukraine, we stood more
united than ever, together

with Ukraine and in un-
wavering commitment to
our shared values, the
rules-based multilateral
order and international
cooperation,” said the
joint statement.

G7 countries support India’s G20 Presidency

Sioux Falls, Dec 13 (AP):

A massive winter storm
blew across the center of
the US on Monday,
threatening millions of
people with heavy snow,
freezing rain and flood-

ing.
The National Weather

Service warned that
there would be “numer-
ous, widespread, and im-
pactful weather hazards
in the heart of the coun-
try this week.”

People from Idaho
spanning into Wisconsin
and as far south as
Louisiana were warned
to be ready for blizzard-
like conditions in the
north and flash flooding
in the south.

By Tuesday, Texas and
northern Louisiana
could be pummeled by
severe hail, winds and
tornadoes. The storm
will continue southeast
into Florida later in the
week, forecasters said.

Millions in central US brace for
snow, rain and floods

Kyiv, Dec 13 (AP):

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
pressed Western leaders
on Monday to provide
more advanced weapons to
help his country in its war
with Russia, and he re-
peated his calls for
Russian forces to with-
draw from occupied areas
of Ukraine, suggesting
Christmas as a retreat
date.

During a video confer-
ence, Zelenskky told host
Germany and other lead-
ers of the Group of Seven
industrial powers: “It
would be right to begin the
withdrawal of Russian
troops from the interna-
tionally recognized terri-
tory of Ukraine this
Christmas. If Russia with-

draws its troops from
Ukraine, then a reliable
cessation of hostilities
will be ensured.”

He added: “The answer
from Moscow will show
what they really want
there: either a further con-
frontation with the world,
or finally an end to aggres-
sion.”

The Kremlin has reject-
ed all previous appeals to
reverse its land grabs in
Ukraine. It didn’t immedi-

ately respond to this latest
one.

The two countries
haven’t engaged in any re-
cent peace talks and there
is no end in sight for the
war, which is in its 10th
month and has killed and
wounded tens of thou-
sands of people and left
dozens of Ukrainian cities
and towns in ruins .

Russia has illegally an-
nexed parts of eastern and
southern Ukraine, includ-
ing the Crimean
Peninsula in 2014, though
it doesn’t fully control all
of them. Zelenskyy has
said his goal is to reclaim
all occupied territory,
while Russian President
Vladimir Putin insists on
solidifying his forces’ con-
trol over the areas.

In his address to the G-7,

Zelenskyy echoed his
prime minister’s Sunday
appeal for long-range mis-
siles, modern tanks, ar-
tillery and missile batter-
ies and other high-tech air
defense systems to counter
Russian attacks that have
knocked out electricity
and water supplies for mil-
lions of Ukrainians. He ac-
knowledged that,
“Unfortunately, Russia
still has an advantage in
artillery and missiles.

Prime Minister Denys
Shmyhal told French
broadcaster LCI that in ad-
dition to making
Ukrainians suffer, Russia
wants to swamp Europe
with a new wave of
Ukrainian refugees by
continuing to strike power
stations and other infra-
structure.

Ukraine president again presses
West for advanced weapons

Montreal, Dec 13 (PTI):

India has about 27 per
cent of its area under con-
servation and can comfort-
ably reach the target of
protecting 30 per cent of
land and water by 2030, ac-
cording to a senior dele-
gate negotiating for the
country at the COP15 bio-
diversity conference here
in Canada.

J Justin Mohan, the
Secretary of the National
Biodiversity Authority
(NBA), noted that India is
already a member of the
High Ambition Coalition
(HAC), a group of 113
countries that aims at
bringing 30 per cent of the
geographical area under
conservation by 2030, also
known as 30X30 target.

“With our protective

area network comprising
reserved forests, national
parks, wildlife sanctuar-
ies, mangroves, Ramsar
sites, eco-sensitive zones,
and community reserves,
India has already achieved
about 27 per cent of the
area under conservation,”
Mohan told PTI.

“We are now focusing
on more areas to be
brought under conserva-
tion through biodiversity
heritage sites and Other
Effective Conservation
Measures (OECMS). India
can comfortably achieve
the targets of 30X30 in
2030,” he explained.

OECMS are areas con-
served by private and pub-
lic entities. Large tracts of
land are maintained with
trees and biodiversity
parks by private and pub-

lic sector companies, edu-
cational institutions and
army cantonments
among others that could
be brought under the
conservation network
as OECMs.

“In India, there is a
lot of potential for
OECMs and this will
help to achieve our tar-
gets of conserving 30
per cent of our geo-
graphical area,” Mohan
said.

“Since these are not
tagged to any biodiver-
sity law, there are no
hurdles for the estab-
lishments designating
their areas as OECMs,”
he added.

Vinod Mathur, the for-
mer chairperson of
India’s National
Biodiversity Authority

(NBA), noted that India
has developed a 14-catego-
ry classification system to
define OECMs.

India can comfortably achieve 30X30 
biodiversity target: COP15 delegate

Moscow, Dec 13 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin will not be
holding his annual year-
end marathon news con-
ference this month amid
the war in Ukraine, a
break in the long-held tra-
dition that observers have
attributed to the Kremlin’s
uneasiness about a string
of battlefield setbacks.

Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov has con-
firmed that Putin wouldn’t
hold the annual news con-
ference for the first time in
10 years. He didn’t com-
ment on the reason behind
it, but many commenta-
tors attributed it to the
Russian leader’s reluc-
tance to face unpleasant
questions about what he

calls Russia’s “special mil-
itary operation” in
Ukraine.

The annual news confer-
ence has been used by the
Kremlin to polish Putin’s
image. The tightly stage-
managed show televised
live lasted for up to 4 1/2
hours and featured Putin
talking about a wide range
of domestic and foreign
policy issues.

Political analyst Abbas

Gallyamov said in a video
commentary that Putin
cancelled the annual news
conference because “he
has nothing to say from
the point of view of strate-
gy.”

“The press conference
has become a significant
fixture in Putin’s calendar
of public engagement and
has frequently been used
as an opportunity to
demonstrate the supposed
integrity of Putin,” the
UK Defence Ministry said
in a commentary on
Twitter.

“Although questions are
almost certainly usually
vetted in advance, the can-
cellation is likely due to in-
creasing concerns about
the prevalence of anti-war
feeling in Russia,” it said.

“Kremlin officials are al-
most certainly extremely
sensitive about the possi-
bility that any event at-
tended by Putin could be
hijacked by unsanctioned
discussion about the spe-
cial military operation.”

Amid a string of mili-
tary setbacks in Ukraine,
Putin spiked another an-
nual fixture, a televised
call-in show in which he
takes questions from the
public to nurture his fa-
ther-of-the-nation image.

Putin also so far has
failed to deliver the tele-
vised state-of-the-nation
address to parliament, a
speech he’s obliged by the
country’s constitution to
deliver each year. The
Kremlin hasn’t set a date
for Putin’s address.

Cornered in Ukraine, Putin ditches
annual news conference

Islamabad, Dec 13 (AP):

China on Tuesday ad-
vised its citizens in
Afghanistan to leave the
country “as soon as possi-
ble”, following a coordinat-
ed attack by Islamic State
militants the previous day
on a Chinese-owned hotel
in the heart of Kabul.

The Chinese advisory
appeared to be a setback
for Afghanistan’s Taliban
rulers who seek foreign in-
vestments in hopes of halt-
ing the downward spiral of
the Afghan economy since
their takeover of the coun-
try more than a year ago.

The militant Islamic
State group - a key rival of
the Taliban - claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack
Monday afternoon on
Kabul Longan Hotel,
which left three assailants

dead and at least two hotel
guests injured as they
tried to escape by jumping
out of a window.

Plumes of smoke rose
from the 10-story building
in the central Shar-e Naw
neighbourhood, according
to images posted on social

media as the attack unfold-
ed. Residents reported ex-
plosions and gunfire.

Taliban forces rushed to
the area and blocked all
roads leading to the site.
Khalid Zadran, the
T a l i b a n - a p p o i n t e d
spokesman for the Kabul

police chief, said the at-
tack lasted several hours,
followed by a clean-up op-
eration. On Tuesday,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang
Wenbin called the attack
“egregious in nature” and
said China was “deeply
shocked”.

Beijing demanded a
“thorough investigation”
and urged the Taliban gov-
ernment “to take resolute
and strong measures to en-
sure the safety of Chinese
citizens, institutions and
projects in Afghanistan,”
Wang said.

The Chinese Embassy
in Kabul sent its team to
the site to help with the
rescue, treatment and ac-
commodations for the vic-
tims of the attack, Wang
added. “In view of the cur-
rent security situation in

Afghanistan, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs once
again advised Chinese citi-
zens and institutions in
Afghanistan to evacuate
from Afghanistan as soon
as possible,” Wang said.

The Taliban swept
across the country in
August 2021, seizing power
as US and NATO forces
were in the last weeks of
their final withdrawal
from Afghanistan after 20
years of war.

Since their takeover, the
international community
has balked at extending of-
ficial recognition to the
former insurgents who
have broken promises of
pursuing a more moderate
path forward, including
reopening schools to girls
beyond the sixth grade
and safeguarding minori-
ty rights.

China urges citizens to leave
Afghanistan after Kabul attack

A damaged hotel building sits charred from fire after an
attack in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Dec. 13.

 Reiterates commit-
ments towards 
equitable world

VV iolence against women and
girls remains the most perva-

sive human rights violation around
the world. It manifests itself in many
forms: sexual violence, physical vio-
lence, emotional and psychological
violence, harmful traditional prac-
tices, socio-economic violence, and
other forms of gender-based vio-
lence. Explicit and implicit cultural
legitimation for violence against
women and girls has to end if we are
to deliver on the promise of a social-
ly just and ecologically sustainable
world order for everyone.

Despite years of unending struggle
to end all forms of gender-based vio-
lence, more than 1 in 3 women con-
tinue to experience gender-based
violence during their lifetime, a fig-
ure that has largely remained static
over the last decade. This becomes
even more alarming when we realise
that the 2030 UN Agenda for
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), adopted by all countries
globally in 2015, calls for the elimina-
tion of violence against women and
girls (by 2030) - namely through tar-
get 5.2 under SDG-goal 5 on gender
equality and women's empower-
ment.

The annual observance of 16 Days
of Activism Against Gender-Based
Violence campaign that began on
Friday, 25 November 2022
(International Day for the Elimination
of Violence Against Women) ended
on Saturday, 10 December 2022
(Human Rights Day). Led by civil
society, and managed by UN Women,

the campaign is supported by the
United Nations through the Secretary
General’s UNiTE by 2030 to End
Violence against Women initiative
that was launched in 2008. This
year’s theme was “UNiTE! Activism
to end violence against women and
girls”.

IIss  ffeemmiicciiddee  ddaattaa,,  ttiipp  ooff  tthhee  iiccee--
bbeerrgg??

According to a study, of the esti-
mated number of 81,100 women and
girls killed intentionally in 2021
worldwide, 45,000 (55%) were killed
by intimate partners or other family
members. In other words, more than
5 women or girls are killed every hour
by someone in their own family.
While these numbers are alarmingly
high, the true scale of femicide is
likely to be much higher, more so as
data on gender-related killings com-
mitted in the public sphere are par-
ticularly scarce. Asia has the dubious
distinction of topping the list of
female homicides, with 17,800
women and girls killed in 2021, which
was just slightly lower than 18,600 in
2020.

In the Asia Pacific region, as many
as 75% of women have reportedly
experienced sexual harassment.
Also, over 37% of women in South
Asia, 40% of women in South-East
Asia and 68% of women in the Pacific
have experienced intimate partner
physical or sexual violence in their
lifetime. As per a WHO report preva-
lence of lifetime intimate partner vio-
lence among ever-married/ ever-
partnered women aged 15–49 in
South-East Asia region is highest in
Bangladesh at 50% followed by
Timor Leste at 38% and India at 35%.

Combating sexual harassment and
other forms of gender-based violence
is a long and difficult journey, espe-
cially in South Asian countries, where
such offences seem to have become
a regular occurrence. So much so
that in many countries, sexual
harassment in public spaces is often
normalized and referred to as eve-
teasing. Simple acts like walking
down a lonely street or catching a

late night bus or metro alone are
fraught with trepidation for many of
our sisters, despite all the so called
talks of women empowerment.

CCrriimmeess  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ggiirrllss
aarree  oonn  tthhee  rriissee

Another scary dimension is the
increasing incidence of rape of minor
girls, even as young as 5 years or
less. Everyday we come across news
of sexual assaults on toddlers and
kids. The perversity of raping a 2-3
years old girl child is beyond compre-
hension. It reeks of a degenerate
patriarchy that has sunk to abysmal
depths.

In 2021, 430,000 crimes against
women were registered in the coun-
try, as per the National Crime
Records Bureau - a 13% increase
from 2020. More over, nearly 32,000
women were raped (almost 90 every-
day), 10% of them being minors,
some of them even below 6 years of
age. The actual numbers would be
much higher as many cases go unre-
ported. Worse still rape survivors are
treated inhumanely- stigmatised by
the society, and often shamed by the
police and the judiciary. Factors asso-
ciated with sexual and gender-relat-
ed violence perpetration include
beliefs in family honour and sexual
purity; ideologies of male entitle-
ment and privilege over women;
social norms regarding masculinity;
assertion of male control or power to
enforce decadent gender roles; dis-
criminatory laws and weak legal
sanctions for sexual violence. Gender
inequality and norms on the accept-
ability of violence against women are
a root cause of violence against
women and girls. 

VViioolleennccee  aaggaaiinnsstt  wwoommeenn  aanndd  ggiirrllss
wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess

The plight of women and girls with
disabilities is still worse. They are on
the blind spot everywhere. Even as
countries strengthen their infrastruc-
ture in various sectors, the needs of
people with disabilities are often
overlooked. It is very common to see
even modern buildings in countries
of South and South-East Asia that

total disregard the needs of those
with disabilities. They lack even sim-
ple things like ramps and/or path-
ways that can be navigated by those
with physical or visual impairments,
forget about special parking lots for
them, as we find in the West.
"Women and girls with disabilities
face lots of limitations throughout
their lives. It starts from their family,
and then percolates to the society,
community and institutions. Many of
those coming from poor families, are
physically tortured by their own fam-
ily members and community people.
There has to be overall inclusion of
those with disabilities in all sectors.
It is about their dignity and accept-
ance”, said Ashrafun Nahar Misti,
Executive Director, Women with
Disability Development Foundation
(WDDF) Bangladesh. Misti spoke
with CNS (Citizen News Service)
around the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities. Having a
positive attitude, behaviour and
acceptance of women will go a long
way in reducing violence against all,
including women and girls with dis-
abilities, she added.

The hectic activities of this year’s
16 days of activism against sexual
and other forms of gender-based vio-
lence are behind us now. But this is
an everyday battle. Every person
regardless of gender expression and
identity, must unite to fight all forms
of gender-based violence every wak-
ing moment, with unstinted support
from governments, who have already
promised to deliver on the SDGs, one
of which calls for the elimination of
violence against women and girls.
Economic and social empowerment
of women and girls and their
increased participation in the work-
force will go a long way in disman-
tling patriarchal systems and making
this world a safer place to live in. Yes,
it is easier said than done. But we
have no other option. The campaign
has to percolate to every nook and
corner of every region and not
remain confined to urban elite pock-
ets. Together we can.
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Outlaw of all types
of ballons needed

Balloons may be entertaining to
both children and adults,but
they are indeed harmful to liv-
ing beings and environment.
Nitrosamines and other chemi-
cals are formed in the manufac-
ture of Balloons when the rub-
ber is processed to make it
more resistant. These chemi-
cals can be released when a bal-
loon is inflated by mouth. These
are carcinogens to
humans.Balloons can be espe-
cially harmful to birds and
marine life, such as fish and tur-
tles, who can mistake the bal-
loon debris for food and get
entangled in ribbons.All
released balloons, whether they
are released intentionally or
not, return to Earth as ugly lit-
ter – including those marketed
as “biodegradable latex”.
Balloons kill countless animals
and cause dangerous power
outages. They can travel thou-
sands of miles and pollute the
most remote and pristine
places.Ballons leads to risk for
wildlife for sure and the envi-
ronment.According to research,
ordinary  ballons can take up to
thirty years to decompose.
Latex balloons (often synthetic
rubber) will likely take  upto
five years to break down and
gets degraded in soil. In the
time before they completely
decompose, these balloons can
still wreak havoc on the ecosys-
tems they end up in and often-
times, they do.On other hand
Helium balloons, are plastic
therefore, it takes hundreds of
years to degrade in soil, if they
aren't disposed meanwhile in
getting degraded it pollutes
soil.According to scientists, the
bright colors of balloons tend to
attract wildlife, and sadly, ani-
mals will sometimes mistake
them for food, which leads to
obstructions in their gastroin-
testinal tracts. The strings from
the balloons can also wrap
around their bodies, which
often leads to asphyxiation.
Researchers in many countries
found that a total of one in
seven all types of birds die reg-
ularly, as a result of eating a
balloon. Already many devel-
oped countries banned certain
ballons. Therefore  our Center
should outlaw all types of bal-
lons.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Tributes to
Sulochana Chavan

In the death of renowned
Marathi 'Lavani' singing stalwart
Sulochana Chavan the musical
fraternity has lost a multi
faceted personality. 'Lavani' is a
most popular form of folk music
in rural Maharashtra which is
coupled with dance. Chavan had
created her own style of singing
and the void created by her
death is difficult to be filled up.
A 'Padmashri' recipient, Chavan
had contributed by singing
Hindi, Guajarati, Bhojpuri, Tamil,
Punjabi songs along with
Marathi. The erstwhile 'Radio
Ceylon' had taken the cog-
nizance of her different type of
singing style.  She wrote her
autobiography in Marathi 'Majha
Gana Majha Jagana' ('My Song
My Life').
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School students take part in a campaign to save Aravali, in Gurugram, Tuesday, Dec. 13.

CAMPAIGN TO SAVE ARAVALI

U
sually things start with a display of offensive ban-
ners and end with a flag meeting. Tempers cool fol-

lowed by the rival “20-year-olds” going back to each
their neck of the woods either side of the LAC. This
time, it was at Tawang far to the east of Galwan and hap-
pened on December 9. The Indo-China border was never
demarcated on stone. And the Chinese PLA never let go
a chance to send a message to India that it’s the more
powerful army. Galwan two years ago was on a different
level. 20 Indian Army soldiers were killed. The Chinese
PLA refused to declare their casualties. It is psychologi-
cal. Usually the PLA soldiers walk in, take a stroll on the
“India side” of the porous LAC and return to “their
side” leaving behind telltale chocolate wrappers, and
messy Chinese crap. Sometimes, when they cross in rel-
atively big numbers, the diminutive PLA get aggressive
and then it is Shaolin School, and nail-studded primitive
wooden clubs. Give them an inch, and they’ll take a
yard. The Modi government is pretty good at playing
safe. The Indian Army’s northern commander not a
month ago reminded citizens that the army would cross
the LoC and take POK if and when it gets the civilian’s
order. The same does not seem to apply to the LAC. Or,
perhaps the current civilian leadership likes to play
dead and let the PLA get away with murder, so to speak.
Reports say six Indian Army soldiers sustained “minor
injuries” in Tawang December 9 and were airlifted to a
military hospital in Assam. Are there no military-grade
hospitals in Arunachal Pradesh? Fact is, but for the
nosy-noisy media, the Modi government would have
kept mum with the fervent hope that the media would
also keep mum. What rankles “all of us” is the Indian
Army is always at the short end of the Chinese PLA
stick. The proactive PLA always crosses the ‘Lakshman
Rekha’. India’s soldiers get assaulted and then, when the
crap hits the proverbial fan, the Modi Government is-
sues anodyne statements which raise a ruckus. That’s
all, end of story. The media reverts to language dull and
dead like “de-escalated” and “disengaged” with “face-
off ” thrown in just so that ‘de-escalated’ and ‘disen-
gaged’ make sense to the dumb millions. Now, with
things left unsaid, as usual, the Indian population is
tense and insulted. Will 1962 ever be avenged? Just like,
will PoK ever be retrieved? Here’s what happened: The
Indian and Chinese soldiers had a face-off at Yangtse
December 9 when 300 to 400 Chinese PLA armed with
crude weapons crossed the LAC…taser guns, wooden
clubs, spikes with nails, monkey fists, made of iron and
worn on wrists. Indian soldiers challenged the Chinese.
More Indian troops arrived. Stones were hurled and
then hand-to-hand combat. Sticks and canes were also
used. More Chinese PLA sustained injuries. The PLA
hadn’t expected such a swift Indian response. Then
came disengagement, followed by a brief statement, and
a flag meeting. Thereafter, “structured mechanisms to
restore peace and tranquility” took over. But look deep-
er and it is not hard to discern that the Chinese PLA has
the upper hand because it’s the aggressor, always. The
Indian Army has to hold back and take it on the chin, al-
ways, because the Indian leadership does not have a
China policy to talk about other than the one dictated by
expediency. Such tame statements like “in certain areas
along the LAC in the Tawang sector in Arunachal, there
are areas of differing perceptions, wherein both sides
patrol the area up to their claim lines. This has been the
trend since 2006” hardly make an impression on the
PLA, which treats India like it treats island nation
Taiwan, a puny adversary which can be given a spank-
ing once every often.

Dr. Krishna Kumar Vepakomma

I
t is well known that achieving energy independence
and reducing the harmful environmental effects of en-

ergy use and production are significant objectives of
India's long-term energy policy. Although the development
of alternative energy sources is the main priority, it is
vital to encourage both the general people and businesses
to improve their energy efficiency. India's recent energy
growth has seen tremendous breakthroughs, yet there are
still numerous obstacles to overcome. This is the prime
motivation behind the creation of National Energy
Conservation Day.The day, which is observed annually on
December 14th, serves as a reminder of India's dedication
to promoting sustainable energy and combating climate
change. India has made significant progress toward a
clean energy future. Energy efficiency can help meet
India's growing energy needs cost-effectively while also
improving the environment for future generations. India's
energy needs are expected to increase.The International
Energy Agency (IEA) estimates that India's energy de-
mand could rise by more than 3% annually through 2030,
the greatest rate of any country, as a result of urbanisa-
tion and industrialization.In accordance with the provi-
sions of the Energy Conservation Act of 2001, the
Government of India established the Bureau of Energy
Efficiency (BEE) on March 1, 2002. The BEE is a constitu-
tional organization that reports to the Indian Government
and aids in the formulation of policies and plans to cut
back on energy consumption.The primary objective would
be to reduce energy intensity in the economy.The Energy
Conservation Act, 2001 was also amended in 2010 to ad-
dress various new factors which emerged with the devel-
opment of the energy market over a period of time and to
provide for more efficient and effective use of energy and
its conservation. Reduced greenhouse gas emissions, less
demand for imported energy, and cheaper costs for house-
holds and the economy as a whole are just a few advan-
tages of energy efficiency.While renewable energy tech-
nologies also aid in achieving these goals, increasing ener-
gy efficiency is the least expensive and frequently the
fastest option to cut back on the usage of fossil fuels. In
every area of the economy, there are vast chances to in-
crease efficiency.Therefore, the nation's citizens should
start conserving energy right away to help ensure the sur-

INDIA’S ENERGY STRATEGY

Indian army need a good
China policy to tackle PLA

Violence against women and girls 
is not cultural but criminal

VViinnoodd  CChhaannddrraasshheekkhhaarr  DDiixxiitt

Bhupendra Patel fondly addressed
as 'Dada' by his supporters took
oath as the 18th Chief Minister of
Gujarat  for the second consecu-
tive time which was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh in
Gujarat and many other Top lead-
ers. Patel was administered the
oath as the 18th CM by Governor
Acharya Devvrat in Gandhinagar. 

Bhupendra Patel had in 2017
won the seat with a huge margin
of 1.17 lakh votes and the BJP had
announced that Patel will be given
the top post again after this elec-
tion. Patel has credited Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for it and
said the people of the state have
rejected the anti-national ele-
ments in the Assembly election.
BJP has won Gujarat under the
leadership of Bhupendra Patel.
Patel is a dedicated BJP party
worker who rose through the ranks

of state politics from the munici-
pality level. It was a surprise
choice for the top post when the
BJP decided to implement a
regime change, replacing the
entire ministry a year before the
elections. Patel has managed to
remain away from the spotlight,
shun controversy and, largely, get
the work done – in other words,
prove the man the party wanted
him to be in the run-up to the elec-
tions. 

The BJP’s seventh consecutive
Assembly poll win in Gujarat is its
biggest since the founding of this
state in 1960. Patel scripted histo-
ry by winning the Ghatlodia con-
stituency by a record margin of
about 1,92,000 votes. Patel is
known as BJP's silent trou-
bleshooter in Gujarat who has his
unique way with the people that
he can take everyone along. In just
one year, he has solved a lot of
problems without any publicity.
Gujarat is the home state of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and union

home minister Amit Shah and a big
win in the state is what the BJP
expected. Modi has rightly said
that  every person of Gujarat now
has a strong feeling of ownership
in transforming the state. 

"Looking at the remarkable
progress over the last 20 years, the
inner voice in every Gujarati
proudly proclaims 'Aa Gujarat
Mein Banavyu che'. The saffron
party, which has not lost a single
Assembly election in the state
since 1995, is all set for a landslide
victory and has been leading in
156 seats out of 182 Assembly
seats.   

While it has been in power for
the last 27 years, the party has
never won an election with such a
massive mandate. While address-
ing a press conference after the
legislative party meeting, Patel
said the implementation of prom-
ises made in the BJP’s poll mani-
festo, including the implementa-
tion of the Uniform Civil Code, will
be the priority of his government..

Bhupendra Patel is, however, not a
new face in politics and has served
as the Ahmedabad municipal
councillor. Patel, who holds a
diploma in civil engineering, also
served as the chairman of the
Standing Committee of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation and Ahmedabad
Urban Development Authority
(AUDA).

The Patidars are a dominant
caste in Gujarat, with a sizable
control over electoral votes and a
stronghold over education, real
estate, and cooperative sectors.
Before that, Patel was also the
standing committee chairman of
Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC), the largest
urban local body in Gujarat,
between 2010 and 2015. 

He is also a trustee at Patidar
organizations Sardar Dham and
Vishwa Umiya Foundation. The
Patidars are a dominant caste in
Gujarat with a sizeable control
over the electoral votes. The

community also dominates the
political economy with a strong-
hold over education, realty and
cooperative sectors.

The high points of Patel’s
tenure included the Narmada
waters reaching the farthest end
of Kutch, the signing up of a con-
tract with Vedanta-Foxconn for a
prestigious semiconductor facili-
ty, Gujarat winning the bid to
host the National Games for the
first time, and getting to host
the Defence Expo — all seen as
having the blessings of the Modi
government at the Centre. 

The party under Bhupendra
Patel's leadership won 156 seats
which secured a straight second
term for Bhupendra Patel as the
chief minister. Further, criticised
as ‘puppet CM’ by the opposi-
tion, Bhupendra Patel broke the
2002 record of Narendra Modi in
BJP's historic win in Gujarat
Assembly Election 2022,
Bhupendra Patel will be the best
CM of Gujarat.

PM Modi’s ‘Blue eye’ boy becomes 18th CM of Gujarat
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EV yatra portal

New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu is
scheduled to launch
an EV yatra portal
and a mobile applica-
tion, which will facili-
tate in-vehicle naviga-
tion to the nearest
public EV charger, on
Wednesday, a release
said. The President
will also felicitate the
winners of National
Energy Conservation
Awards and National
Energy Efficiency
Innovation Awards at
event to mark the
National Energy
Conservation Day, the
Power Ministry said
in the release on
Tuesday. The Bureau
of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) has developed a
mobile application to
facilitate in-vehicle
navigation to the near-
est public EV charger,
and a website to dis-
seminate information
on various central and
state-level initiatives
to promote e-mobility
in the country.

Pilot shortage
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Monday
said there is no short-
age of pilots but there
is a shortage of com-
manders for certain
types of aircraft and
those are being man-
aged by utilising the
services of foreign pi-
lots. In a written reply
to the Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for
Civil Aviation V K
Singh said currently
there are 82 Foreign
Aircrew Temporary
Authorization (FATA)
holders in India.
"There is no shortage
of pilots in India.
There is, however,
shortage of Type
rated
Commanders/PIC
(Pilot-in-command) on
certain types of air-
craft and the same is
being managed by
utilising foreign pilots
by issuing Foreign
Aircrew Temporary
Authorization
(FATA)," he said.

Coal production

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Monday
said it is taking all
required steps as
well as coordinating
with state and cen-
tral agencies to start
new coal mines and
increase output from
the operational
mines. The country's
coal production tar-
get is 900 million
tonnes and the con-
tribution of cap-
tives/ commercial
mines will be signifi-
cant, according to
Coal secretary
Amrit Lal Meena.
The production of
dry-fuel from coal
blocks during April-
November period of
FY'23 was reviewed
by the coal secretary
with project propo-
nents of operational
coal blocks, as per a
coal ministry state-
ment. He also asked
the project propo-
nents to approach
the ministry for
early resolution of
issues that impact
coal production.

New Delhi, Dec 13:  

Banks have written off
bad loans worth Rs
10,09,511 crore during the
last five financial years, fi-
nance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman informed
Parliament on Tuesday.
The non-performing assets
(NPAs), including those in
respect of which full provi-
sioning has been made on
completion of four years,
are removed from the bal-
ance sheet of the bank con-
cerned by way of write-off,
she said in a reply to Rajya
Sabha. "Banks write off
NPAs as part of their regu-
lar exercise to clean up
their balance sheet, avail
tax benefit and optimise
capital, in accordance with
RBI guidelines and policy
approved by their boards.
As per inputs received
from RBI, Scheduled
Commercial Banks (SCBs)
wrote off an amount of Rs
10,09,511 crore during the

last five financial years,"
she said.

As borrowers of written-
off loans continue to be li-
able for repayment and the
process of recovery of
dues from the borrower in
written-off loan accounts
continues, write-off does
not benefit the borrower,
she said. Banks continue
to pursue recovery actions
initiated in written-off ac-
counts through various re-
covery mechanisms avail-
able, such as filing of a suit
in civil courts or in Debts

Recovery Tribunals, filing
of cases under the
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 and
through sale of non-per-
forming assets. SCBs have
recovered an aggregate
amount of Rs 6,59,596
crore, including recovery
of Rs 1,32,036 crore from
written-off loan accounts
during the last five finan-
cial years, she said.

In cases where it is
prima facie found that offi-
cials are responsible for
the lapses of non-compli-

ance with the laid down
systems and procedures or
misconduct or non-adher-
ence to the due-diligence
norms, action is initiated
against the erring officials
under the board-approved
staff accountability policy,
she said. As per inputs re-
ceived from public sector
banks, she said, staff ac-
countability in respect of
NPA cases has been fixed
against 3,312 bank officials
(of AGM and above rank)
during the last five finan-
cial years, and suitable
punitive actions have been
taken commensurate to
their lapses. Replying to
another question,
Sitharaman said Indian
Banks Association (IBA)
has informed that at pres-
ent, only a few banks are
using blockchain technolo-
gy at a small scale. As
such, the issue pertaining
to interoperability of such
a platform between banks
is not present, she said.

Banks wrote off NPAs
over 10 lakh crore in last
five financial years: FM

New Delhi, Dec 13:  

The GST Council,
chaired by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, is likely to de-
cide on a number of issues
such as decriminalisation
of GST offences and set-
ting up of Goods and
Services Tax Appellate
Tribunals at its meeting
on December 17.

According to sources,
the law committee of the
GST Council, comprising
tax officers from the
Centre and states, in a re-
port has suggested in-
creasing the monetary
threshold for launching
prosecution for GST of-
fences. The law commit-
tee has also suggested
that the fee payable by
taxpayer for compound-
ing of GST offences be
lowered with a view to
improving ease of doing
business. Another impor-
tant issue likely to be
taken up by the Council
relates to taxation of on-
line gaming, casinos and
horse racing. The Group
of Ministers (GoM) set up

by the Council to decide
on GST rates on online
gaming, casinos and
horse racing had complet-
ed its deliberations last
month. The GoM is un-
derstood to have recom-
mended a GST levy of 28
per cent on online gam-
ing, irrespective of
whether it is a game of
skill or chance. However,
their was no consensus
on whether the tax would
be levied on only the fees
charged by the portal or
the entire consideration,
including the bet amount
received from partici-
pants.

Although the GoM is
yet to submit its report to
the Union Finance
Minister, it is widely ex-
pected that the panel
would be submitting it be-
fore the Council meeting

on Saturday. As regard de-
criminalisation of GST
offences, the law commit-
tee has suggested raising
the threshold of launch-
ing prosecution to Rs 20
crore, from Rs 5 crore at
present. Launching of
prosecution by taxmen
means commencement of
legal proceedings against
the offender. The Council,
in its meeting to be held
virtually on December 17,
is also likely to consider
removing those penal of-
fences which are already
covered under the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) from the
GST Act to make it more
taxpayer friendly.

The committee has also
suggested that the fee for
compounding offences be
reduced to 25 per cent of
the tax amount, from 50-
150 per cent currently.
Currently as per the GST
Act, the amount payable
for compounding of of-
fences is 50 per cent of the
tax amount involved sub-
ject to a minimum Rs
10,000. Maximum fees for
compounding is 150 per
cent of the tax involved.

GST Council to decide on 
decriminalisation of GST offences,

setting up appellate tribunals

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Sovereign Green Bonds
are likely to be issued dur-
ing the January-March pe-
riod of the current fiscal,
Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said on Tuesday. The objec-
tive of Sovereign Green
Bonds is to mobilize re-
sources for green infra-
structure as part of the gov-
ernment's overall market
borrowings in 2022-23, he
said in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha. "The
framework for these bonds
has been brought out. The
bonds are likely to be issued
from January to March
2023. The proceeds will be
deployed in public sector
projects which help in re-
ducing carbon intensity of
the economy," he said.

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said the value of
the Indian rupee is market-
determined. As global
spillovers from geo-political
tensions and aggressive
monetary policy tightening
across the world intensified
alongside a surge in crude
oil prices, the US dollar
strengthened by 7.8 per cent
in the financial year (till
November 30), he said.

While the rupee has wit-
nessed a depreciation of 6.9
per cent in the current fi-
nancial year till November
30, 2022, he said, it has per-
formed better than most
Asian peer currencies, in-
cluding the Chinese
Renminbi (10.6 per cent),
Indonesian Rupiah (8.7 per
cent), Philippine Peso (8.5
per cent ), South Korean
Won (8.1 per cent),
Taiwanese Dollar (7.3 per
cent) etc during the finan-
cial year. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) closely moni-
tors the foreign exchange
markets and intervenes
only to maintain orderly
market conditions by con-
taining excessive volatility
in the exchange rate, with-
out reference to any pre-de-
termined target level or
band.

Govt likely to issue green
bonds in Jan-March quarter

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

India is likely to see over
100 mature, large-scale prof-
itable or on the path to prof-
itability startups in the
next five years, of which 80
have the potential to go for
public listing, market re-
search and consultancy
firm Redseer said on
Tuesday. Redseer Strategy
Consultants, in a report on
IPOs, said 20 of the mature
startups have gone public
so far.

"India may see over 100
matured, large-scale prof-
itable/path-to-profitability
start-ups in the next five
years. With about 20 of
them already being listed,
about 80 start-ups have the
potential to look at an IPO
journey," Redseer said in

the report. It also said tech-
nology IPOs have seen a
steeper crash compared to
stocks of consumer compa-
nies mainly due to the glob-
al macro situation. The re-
port, authored in collabora-
tion with HSBC, noted that
technology companies have
now prioritised growth.

"A typical company that
would be cash flow positive
two years from now would
see discounting of at least
20-30 per cent of their valu-
ations in a low-interest rate
situation, which goes up
significantly in a high-in-
terest rate situation which
we are seeing right now," it
said. The firm sees signifi-
cant room for growth in
public market cap in India
compared to other coun-
tries.

80 startups in India have
potential to go for IPO in

next 5 years: Report

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Tata Motors on
Tuesday said it will in-
crease prices of its com-
mercial vehicle range by
up to 2 per cent from
January to offset the im-
pact of rising input
costs. While the price in-
crease will vary as per
individual model and
variant, it will be appli-
cable across the entire
range of commercial ve-
hicles, the auto major

said in a statement. The
company has been ab-
sorbing a significant por-
tion of the increased
costs, but the steep rise
in overall input costs has
compelled it to pass on
some proportion
through this minimal
price hike, it added. Tata
Motors is the country's
leading player in the
commercial vehicle seg-
ment. The firm has al-
ready announced that it
is looking to increase the
prices of its passenger
vehicles from next
month to make its model
range compliant with
stricter emission norms,
which kick in from April
2023.

Tata Motors to hike 
commercial vehicle prices

by up to 2 pc from Jan

Mumbai, Dec 13:  

Benchmark indices
ended in the green on
Tuesday after retail infla-
tion dipped below the
RBI's upper tolerance level
of 6 per cent for the first
time in 11 months in
November. The 30-share
BSE Sensex climbed 402.73
points or 0.65 per cent to
settle at 62,533.30. During
the day, it jumped 437.35
points or 0.70 per cent to
62,567.92.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 110.85 points or
0.60 per cent to end at
18,608. From the Sensex
pack, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Infosys,
Tata Consultancy
Services, HCL

Technologies, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Tech Mahindra
and Bajaj Finserv were
among the biggest win-
ners.

However, Nestle India,
Tata Steel, Maruti and
Titan were among the
major laggards. Elsewhere
in Asia, equity markets in
Tokyo and Hong Kong
ended in the positive terri-

tory, while Shanghai and
Seoul settled lower. Equity
exchanges in Europe were
trading in the green in
mid-session deals. The US
markets had ended higher
on Monday. Retail inflation
dipped below the RBI's
upper tolerance level of 6
per cent for the first time
in 11 months in November
as softening prices of food
items brought relief.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude climbed
1.60 per cent to USD 79.24
per barrel. Foreign
Institutional Investors
(FIIs) remained net sellers
in the capital markets on
Monday as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 138.81
crore, according to ex-
change data.

Sensex snaps two-day losing
streak, jumps 403 points

New Delhi, Dec 13: 

Realme, India’s first brand to
launch a 5G-enabled smart-
phone and the most trusted
tech brand, today introduced
its latest Youth Flagships
smartphones - the realme 10
Pro+ 5G and realme 10 Pro 5G.
The realme 10 Pro series 5G
has been crafted with excel-
lence, bringing an amazing
Display, a flagship camera,
powerful 5G processors to
deliver par excellence per-
formance, and realme UI 4.0
out of the box. With the latest
addition to its Number series,
realme is once again providing
users with the leap-forward
all-encompassing experience
while also growing its pres-
ence in the mid-to-high-end
segment. Commenting on the
launch, Mr Madhav Sheth, CEO
realme India, VP, realme, and
President, realme International
Business Group said, “The

realme Number series has
been one of the most adored
and adopted series amongst
our users, in India as well as
globally. Keeping our commit-
ment to empowering youth
through leap-forward tech-
nologies, we have always

offered at least one leap-for-
ward feature with every
Number Series product, which
is the absolute best in its price
segment. With the realme 10
Pro series 5G, our aim is to
bring more market-defining
features to the Number series
and bring to it a certain level
of premiumness in features
for users. Both these smart-
phones are equipped with
flagship-level displays, and
powerful 5G processors, reit-
erating our commitment to
democratizing 5G in India. We
have successfully reached 50
million number series users
globally out of which 30 mil-
lion users are from India and
undoubtedly our users will
find realme 10 Pro series 5G
to be a fantastic one as well. ”
Entering into the next level of
growth with the Number
series, realme introduced a
new A-level realme "Spire"
corporate strategy. 

Realme 10 Pro series unveiled in India

New Delhi, Dec 13:

India will be the first
country to auction spectrum
for satellite communication,
and it should be designed to
attract investments in the
sector, telecom regulator
Trai chairman PD Vaghela
said on Tuesday. Speaking at
a Broadband India Forum
summit on SatCom, Vaghela
said the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai)
will soon make recommen-
dations to make permissions
required for satellite com-
munication from various
ministries -- Information
and Broadcasting, Space and
Telecom -- seamless to en-
hance ease of doing busi-
ness in the sector. He also

said Trai has received a ref-
erence from the Department
of Telecommunication for
the spectrum required to be
put to auction and associat-
ed aspects of satellite-based
communication.

"I think India will be the
first to handle the issue of
auctioning the space base
spectrum. We are working
on it," Vaghela said.

Mumbai, Dec 13: 

HDFC Bank  announced
the launch of its sixth an-
nual grants program for
social startups in partner-
ship with the Government
of India’s flagship initia-
tive ‘Startup India’. Known
as Parivartan SmartUp
Grants, the program aims
to identify startups work-
ing in the social impact
space and support them
through monetary grants
to their incubators. The
grants have been offered
under the aegis of
Parivartan, the umbrella
name for the bank’s social
initiatives. So far, the bank
has disbursed over Rs 30

crore to more than 45 incu-
bators which supported
over 165 start-ups working
in areas like environment,
agri-business, ed-tech,
waste management,
healthcare, and skill devel-
opment sectors.The bank
has beenenabling startups
through its state-of-the-art
SmartUpprogram, which
provides specialised bank-
ing and value-added serv-
ices to entrepreneurs.It
aims to assist start-ups in
achieving their goals
through the bank’s well
renowned and highly ad-
vanced smart financial
tools, advisory services,
and technology.

“As of FY22, through our

various CSR initiatives, we
have impacted the lives of
over 9.6 crore people across
the country. We aim to
achieve positive change in
people's lives through di-
rect and indirect interven-
tions through Parivartan,
empowering them to be-
come self-sufficient and in-
tegrated into society. We
are proud to announce our
partnership with Startup
India for our 6th
P a r i v a r t a n
SmartUpGrants which
would help socially con-
scious businesses to
achieve their vision and
mission,” said Nusrat
Pathan, Head – ESG &CSR,
HDFC Bank.

HDFC Bank partners with Startup India
for Parivartan SmartUp Grants

Rupee declines 36
paise to end at 82.87

against US dollar
Mumbai, Dec 13:  

The rupee declined by 36 paise
to close at 82.87 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday, weighed down by
persistent foreign capital out-
flows from the capital mar-
kets. Risk aversion sentiment
among investors ahead of the
US Federal Reserve's interest
rate decision also impacted
trading, forex dealers said. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened lower at 82.63 against
the greenback and witnessed
a high of 82.60 and a low of
82.87. It finally settled at
82.87, down 36 paise over its
previous close of 82.51.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, fell 0.15 per
cent to 104.98. 

India will be first to hold satellite
spectrum auction: Trai Chairman

Mumbai, Dec 13: 

India's G-20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant on
Tuesday pitched for the
dissemination of data
by the government in a
granular form and said
that sharing aggregat-
ed information is "not
good". Addressing the
G-20 development working
group meeting here, Kant said
data is a key aspect to help
any country meet her develop-
mental goals and added that
India has benefitted from the
same.
Stressing on the importance of
ensuring quality of data, the

former civil servant who till
recently worked as the chief

executive of the gov-
ernment think-tank
Niti Aayog made the
reference to data
aggregation practices
by the government. "
Government data are
provided as aggre-
gates, which is not

good. We should break down
the aggregation," Kant said.
He said many a time, the qual-
ity of the data is also very
poor and "we need to ensure
that the data is de-cluttered,
presented in a simplistic way
and it is not difficult to navi-
gate". 

‘Not good’ for govt to
share data in aggregated

form: Amitabh Kant

Film producer Guneet Monga tied the nuptial knot with
a Delhi-based fashion entrepreneur Sunny Kapoor on

Monday. The wedding ceremony took place in front of
the holy religious scripture of Sikhism - Guru Granth
Sahib, at the 4 Bungalows Gurudwara in Mumbai.
While Guneet heads the Mumbai-based production house
Sikhya Entertainment, Sunny leads a Delhi-based apparel
brand, Meenakshi Creations. Sunny Kapoor and Guneet
Monga met on a dating app where the latter's friends
had made her profile which was quite opposite to her
real-life persona. The wedding festivities are spread
across the two cities. The colleagues, well-wishers,
friends and family of Monga and Kapoor flew from
around the globe to India for this big fat Punjabi wed-
ding. The wedding rituals began with an Akhand Path
Bhog and Satsang on the December 10 and concluded
with an Anand Karaj in Mumbai. The couple will soon
jet off to Delhi to celebrate with their extended family
and friends. Guneet Monga looked beautiful in design-
ers Rimple and Harpreet Narula's (of Padmaavat
fame) creations. Sharing their happiness in a joint
statement, Guneet and Sunny said, "We are beyond
grateful for all the love and blessings that have come
our way and glad that the year long planning and
rescheduling culminated in such beautiful cere-
monies with all our dear ones. It's cliche but true
that when the time is right, even the wrong train
takes you to the right station. We look forward to
begin our forever together."

Kaveri Priyam on how
tough it was to break

through the industry wall

K
averi Priyam, who gained a lot of appreciation for
playing a negative character in the show 'Yeh
Rishtey Hain Pyaar Ke', has now bagged the lead

role in the show 'Dil Diyan Gallaan'. She talked about not
getting typecast and how tough it was for her to get a
break in the industry. She said: "I got my recognition
and a breakthrough in my career through a character
which was a grey shaded character. But over a period
of time I learned that actors easily get typecast on TV
than on any other platforms. I didn't let this thought
linger in my mind, rather I believed in the fact that if
you can show the range in you as an actor, things will
work out for you some day." "I believe if someone can
play a grey shaded character well, then positive roles
are much easier. But the whole point is about the way
you want to be projected," she added.

She recalled how tough it was for her to get her first
project: "I would say, everything is a part of the jour-
ney. If you are passionate about your career and keep
your eye on the aim, then the journey becomes a lot
easier. I have always been passionate about acting
and when I got the opportunity I started giving au-
ditions." She continued to say about her initial
years of struggle, saying: "I gave a number of audi-
tions, even got rejected in many, but I considered
that as a process of learning and struggle. Of
course it took me some time to get my big project in
2018, this journey was difficult but enriching at the
same time."

Keerti Nagpure takes
inspiration from Nora

Fatehi to perfect her
dancing skills

T
V actress Keerti Nagpure says she is fond of
Indian classical dance and shares how Nora
Fatehi inspired her to learn Kathak and she

hopes to represent India worldwide.
She says: "Due to my busy shoot schedule, I couldn't be

regular at learning Kathak. However, after watching the
Bollywood diva and one of the best dancers Nora Fatehi
represent India with her dancing skills on an international
level, I am planning to resume my classes, polish my craft

and I hope that someday I represent India worldwide
because I want Indian classical dance form to reach interna-
tional level." After doing shows such as 'Desh Ki Beti

Nandini' and 'Parichay', she made her Marathi film
debut with 'Zalay Dimag Kharab' and later

also did fantasy series 'Naagarjuna - Ek
Yoddha'.

The actress is playing the role of Tulsi
in 'Pyar Ka Pehla Naam: Radha

Mohan' and apart from her love for
acting, she is also passionate

about dancing. Recently, she
got an opportunity to show

her dancing skills on the
show.

She adds: "Not a lot of
people know, but I

absolutely love danc-
ing, and recently, I

performed one of
the toughest

dance forms,
Tandav in the

show. Out of
all the dance
forms, Indian
classical is
my favourite,
and because
it cannot be
learned
without
sheer dili-

gence, I have
taken classes

for it."

ACROSS

1. Craze

6. Eden dweller

10. Pepper's companion

14. Oak nut

15. Travel document

16. Toledo's lake

17. Metal bolt

18. Or ____!

19. Steeped drinks

20. President after HST

21. Certain nobleman

23. Mouse ____ Little

25. Oahu and Maui

27. Stride

28. Lacking self-confidence

30. Go downhill

33. Mexican sauce

36. Fragrant

38. Object of adoration

39. Speed contests

41. Past due

42. Slum building

44. Complete

45. WNW's opposite

46. Approximate

49. Appointment

50. Partly cover

54. Monkey's treat

57. Genesis site

58. Pub brew

59. Beasts of burden

60. Function

62. Burn slightly

64. Burn balm

65. Cash drawer

66. Utopian

67. Hamilton bills

68. Bed board

69. Misplaces

DOWN

1. ____ Gras (Fat Tuesday)

2. Citric and boric

3. New

4. Animosity

5. TV attachment

6. Reluctant

7. Pickle variety

8. Braying beast

9. Great conductors

10. Framed (2 wds.)

11. Territory

12. Pinocchio, e.g.

13. School exam

22. Public notices

24. Be abundant

26. Church walkway

27. Free of doubt

29. Prickly plants
30. RBI, e.g.
31. Flying toy
32. Bakery worker
33. Locale
34. Fruit beverages
35. Unescorted
37. Change
39. Begins again
40. Poker fee
43. Nasty
44. Tool
47. Early car (2 wds.)
48. Address abbr.
49. Copenhagen natives
51. Country roads
52. Aquatic plants
53. Pares
54. Water vehicle
55. Wheel shaft
56. City light
57. She, in Madrid
61. Lubricant
63. Bride's vow (2 wds.)
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S
ony Entertainment
Television's knowl-
e d g e - b a s e d

gameshow 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati-
Season 14' will be wel-
coming to the hotseat
Anshuman Pathak from
the beautiful city of
Bengaluru, Karnataka.
The small wonder would
be talking to the host,
Mr Bachchan about
everything under the
sun and also playing a
great game, invoking
huge rounds of applause
from the audience.

Between the game,
Anshuman would then
request Mr Bachchan if
he has the permission to
recite a shloka. Big B ga-
ciously grants him per-
mission and then,
Anshuman would be
seen getting down from
his hotseat, remove his
shoes and proceed to re-
cite the shloka, "Gurur
Brahma Gurur Vishnu
Gurur Devo
Maheshwarah Guru
S a a k s h a a t a
Parabrahma Tasmai
Shri Guruve Namah."

Even the host would get
down from his seat
when Anshuman would
recite the shloka. After
the recitation,
Anshuman would also
then explaining the
meaning of the shloka
and say how his parents
are his gurus and so his
God. After than, he
would then go touch his
father’s feet in the audi-

ence. Getting onto his
seat again as Anshuman
would be tying his
shoes, Mr Bachchan
would graciously come
and tie his shoes, much
to the child's protests.
According to a source
when the young would
ask why the host is tying
his shoes which he can
tie himself, the gracious
host would say it is be-

cause the child is so
knowledgeable and
wise, which also makes
him older than Big B.

Tune in to watch
Anshuman Pathak on
the hotseat on 12th
December for 'KBC
Juniors' on 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati-14' at 9
pm only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Anshuman impresses
Amitabh by reciting a shloka

'B
eintehaa' actress
Anjali Kapoor
shares her experi-

ence of facing the casting
couch and why she pre-
ferred to be a singer rather
than an actor. She says: "I
have experienced casting
couch and it was also one of
the reasons for stepping
back and moving towards
singing because I don't
want to face such things.
Also, in today's time it has
become a normal thing
even if you disagree, some-
one else would be ready to
do it for work. If you have
any shortcomings in terms
of acting, criteria for looks
therefore getting rejected so
its fine. But if you are fac-
ing rejections for being
against casting couch then
it's totally unfair." The ac-

tress, who was seen in the
web series 'An Incomplete
Mission', ''Farm House' and
also did music videos, re-
calls the incident that took
away a major opportunity
from her. "I have faced it
after which I got very demo-
tivated. Agar mein woh
show kar leti without any
objection, toh mein aaj ek
known actor hoti.(If I
would have done that show,
today I would be a known
actor). And it was for a
known show but I don't
want to name it. I feel it
breaks you mentally. I feel
many girls have faced this,
some don't speak up but
some speak up and face con-
sequences as well. But yes,
many have faced it but don't
stand up thinking they
won't get work in future."

Anjali Kapoor on facing casting couch: It was also
one of the reasons for moving towards singing

&
TV's Ek
Mahanayak - Dr
B.R. Ambedkar,

which was launched in
December 2019, has suc-
cessfully completed 700
episodes. The show in-
stantly connected with
the audience and climbed
the popularity charts for
its strong characteriza-
tion, remarkable dia-
logues, engaging screen-
play, and compelling sto-
ryline. The cast including
Bhimrao (Atharva),
Ramabai (Narayani
Mahesh Varne), Ramji
Sakpal (Jagannath
Nivangune), and others
celebrated the achieve-
ment by cutting a cake to-
gether on the set.
Speaking about the mile-
stone, Atharva, essaying
Young Bhimrao's charac-
ter, said, “The show's
successful journey over
the years is reason
enough to celebrate, and
the 700-episode milestone
is icing on the cake. The
never-told-before life story
of Ambedkar with a pow-

erful socio-drama has at-
tracted the attention of
Hindi GEC viewers right
from the word go, and
achievements like these
encourage us further to
continue entertaining the
audience. Young
Bhimrao’s character has
given me immense love,
recognition and fame and
it is very close to my
heart. I am grateful to our
producer, Smruti Shinde,
and the &TV Team for the
opportunity. It has been a
wonderful journey so far,
and I am sure it will con-
tinue to be.”

Jagannath Nivangune
essaying Ramji Sakpal's
character since the show’s
inception shared, "Every
new milestone gives us
artists a sense of accom-
plishment and reiterates
that we are on the right
path. Our team's vision is
to present Babasaheb's in-
domitable perseverance,
evolved vision and philos-
ophy that continues to res-
onate with Indians across
the country.

‘Ek Mahanayak– Dr B.R.
Ambedkar’ celebrates

700 episodes completion!

Guneet Monga ties knot
with fiance Sunny

Kapoor in Mumbai
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Doha, Dec 13 (AP):

Morocco's improbable,
history-making run at the
World Cup is about to get
its ultimate test.

Africa's first World Cup
semifinalist is playing de-
fending champion France
and its star striker Kylian
Mbapp , the leader of a
new wave of soccer super-
stars coming out of an
era dominated by Lionel
Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo.

Wednesday's match has
cultural and political con-
notations Morocco was
under French rule from
1912-1956 and the outcome
is far from the foregone
conclusion many would
presume by looking at the
names of the players and
the rankings of the
teams.

Morocco has exceeded
all expectations in Qatar
by beating second-ranked
Belgium in the group
stage and then eliminat-
ing European powerhous-
es Spain and Portugal in
the knockout phase to
reach the semifinals.

No African or Arab na-
tion has ever gotten this
far.

It is one of the biggest
stories in the World Cup's
92-year history and

Morocco is not done yet.
"I was asked if we can

win the World Cup and I
said, Why not? We can

dream, it doesn't cost you
anything to have
dreams,'" said Walid
Regragui, Morocco's

French-born coach.
"European countries

are used to winning the
World Cup and we have
played top sides, we have
not had an easy run.
Anyone playing us is
going to be afraid of us
now." Even France? The
defending champions
have just passed their
own big test by coming
through a tough quarter-
final match against
England, on a rare occa-
sion when Mbapp was
kept quiet.

No player has scored
more than his five goals
and it won't be easy for
Mbapp to add to that tally
against Morocco, which
has yet to concede a goal
to an opposition player at
this World Cup or indeed
in its nine games since
Regragui was hired in
August. The only goal al-
lowed was an own-goal by
its defender, Nayef
Aguerd, against Canada
in the group stage.

Morocco might have
some injuries now
Aguerd and fellow center
back Romain Saiss could
be missing Wednesday
but Regragui's game plan
relies on team shape and
discipline more than any
specific individual.

"We recovered well. We

have good doctors and
every day we get good
news. No one is ruled out
and no one is for certain,"
Regragui told reporters
on Tuesday. "We'll use the
best team possible."

France starts as the big
favorite, though, because
of its star quality and ex-
perience. In Mbapp and
Antoine Griezmann, a
forward who has rein-
vented himself as a mid-
field playmaker at the
World Cup, the team has
two of the World Cup's
leading players while
Olivier Giroud's winner
against England took him
to four goals the same as
Messi. They have attack-
ing threats from every-
where and that intangible
quality of just knowing
how to get the job done.
France center back
Raphael Varane said
there will be no danger of
complacency among his
teammates in a gam
against the world's No. 22-
ranked team.

"We have enough expe-
rience in the team to not
fall into that trap," he
said. "We know Morocco
isn't here by chance. It is
up to us, as experienced
players, to make sure we
are all prepared for anoth-
er battle." 

Moroccan World Cup dream faces
biggest test against France

(From L) France's forward Olivier Giroud, France's defender
Theo Hernandez and France's defender Benjamin Pavard take
part in a training session at the Jassim-bin-Hamad Stadium in
Doha, in the build-up to the Qatar 2022 World Cup semi final
football match between France and Morocco.

Mumbai, Dec 13 (PTI):

High on confidence after
an inspirational 'Super
Over' win, Indian women
will look to maintain mo-
mentum with improved
fielding and bowling per-
formance against the
mighty Australia in the
third T20I here on
Wednesday.

After the first two games
at a packed D Y Patil
Stadium in Navi Mumbai,
the cricket caravan moves
to the iconic Brabourne
Stadium in the Southern
part of the 'Maximum City'
where another belter of a
track awaits the two teams.
The game on Sunday
turned out be a perfect ad-
vert for women's cricket
with a 47,000 plus crowd
witnessing an edge of the
seat thriller.

For a change, India, who
have often gone suicidal
from winning positions
against Australia, were fi-
nally able to end up on the
right side of the result.
However, the famous win is
in the past now, and as
pointed out by batting
coach (acting head coach)
Hrishikesh Kanitkar in a
stirring speech after the
game, India have a lot of
work to do with the five-
match series locked at 1-1.

The ability has always

been there to regularly
compete with the likes of
Australia but India need to
do the little things to gain
the remarkable consistency
of their rivals.

Indian batters have done
their job but the bowling
and fielding in the first two
games left a lot to be de-
sired. The hosts have been
able to take only two wick-
ets in the series so far and

that is a major concern.
The catching too has been
pretty sub-standard. The
pace department doesn't
give a lot of hope with
Meghna Singh leaking runs
and rookie left-am pacer
Anjali Sarvani not able to
provide early break-
throughs.

Renuka Thakur, who has
been India's standout
bowler in the last six

months, too is yet to take a
wicket. To be fair to
Renuka, she does need a bit
of nip in the air to let the
ball do all the talking.
Wrist-spinner Devika
Vaidya, who is playing her
first T20 series in eight
years, is yet to make an im-
pact with the ball but did
her bit with the willow in a
tense situation with a cou-
ple of boundaries.

With Yastika Bhatia
warming the bench,
Jemimah Rodrigues needs
to find the runs after two
failures while opener
Shafali Verma needs to
build on her quickfire
starts. Australia skipper
Alyssa Healy would be
eager to lead from the front
in the crucial clash at CCI.

India ended their win-
ning streak this year and
Healy admitted that their
bowling could have been
better in the game. Her
opening Beth Mooney has
shown unstoppable form
and would look to continue
in the same vein. The same
can be said about number
three Tahlia McGrath.

As many as four bowlers
ended up with an economy
rate of 10 plus runs per over
and Australia would be ex-
pected to correct that on
Wednesday.

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):

World's premier all-
rounders Ben Stokes of
England and Cameron
Green of Australia are set to
enjoy bidding frenzy as 405
players will go under the
hammer for 87 slots at the
IPL mini-auction on
December 23 in Kochi.

England's Test captain
Stokes and the rising Aussie
sensation Green are in the
highest base price bracket of
Rs 2 crore while former
England Test captain Joe
Root has also put his name
up at Rs 1 crore.

"Out of 405 players, 273
are Indians and 132 are over-
seas players of which 4 play-
ers are from associate na-
tions. The total capped play-
ers are 119, uncapped play-
ers are 282 and 4 from associ-
ate nations. A maximum of
87 slots are now available
with up to 30 being slotted
for overseas players," BCCI
secretary Jay Shah was
quoted as saying in a media
release. While Kolkata
Knight Riders has the low-
est purse available at Rs 7.2
crore, Sunrisers Hyderabad,
with Rs 42.25 crore and 13
spots available, are expected
to go on a buying spree after
a poor last season. Another
inconsistent team, Punjab
Kings are also likely to come
out all guns blazing at the
mini-auction with Rs 32.20

crore in its kitty. Chennai
Super Kings (Rs 20.45 crore),
Lucknow Super Giants (Rs
23.35 crore), Mumbai
Indians (Rs 20.55 crore),
Delhi Capitals (Rs 19.45
crore) and defending cham-
pions Gujarat Titans (Rs
19.25 crore) can also go a fair
distance for the players they
want. With hard-hitting,
pace bowling all-rounders
being the need of the hour,
Stokes and Green are likely
to command anything in the
range of Rs 15-17 crore from
at least two to three fran-
chises. With most of the top
Indian players already in
one team or the other, out-of-

favour national team play-
ers Mayank Agarwal and
Manish Pandey at Rs 1 crore
base price will command a
fair bit of bidding.

But the same cannot be
said about veterans Ishant
Sharma and Ajinkya
Rahane, who have kept their
going price at a modest Rs 50
lakh, expecting to get a team
or two raise the paddle for
them. One of the players
who can cause a bidding
war is South African batter
Rilee Rossouw, who has
been prolific on Indian
tracks. Rising Englishman
Harry Brook has kept his
base price at Rs 1.5 crore.

Ben Stokes, Cameron Green
headline IPL’s 405-strong

mini-auction list

Indian women look to build
on special superover win

Match starts 7 pm IST.

Cuttack, Dec 13 (PTI):

India defeated Bangladesh by
seven wickets to secure their
third consecutive win in the 3rd
T20 Cricket World Cup for the
Blind at the Barabati Stadium
here on Tuesday. Opting to field,
India made early inroads by dis-
missing Bangladesh openers
Salman and Abid inside three
overs. Bangladesh captain Md.
Ashiqur Rahman and Md. Arif
rebuilt their innings and stitched
together 84 runs for the third
wicket. The partnership was bro-
ken in the 13th over when Arif
was run out after scoring run-a-
ball 33. Ashiqur Rahman was
then joined by Tanzil in the mid-
dle and the pair batted till the
end of the innings taking the
total to 166 with a partnership of
61 runs. Ashiqur Rahman was

dismissed in the last ball of the
innings after scoring a well made
75 off 53 balls. Tanzil remained
unbeaten at 20.
In reply, the Indian openers T
Durga Rao and Nakula
Badanayak made a quick start
and scored 95 runs of 8.3 overs.
Nakula was the first to be dis-
missed after scoring a quick 36
off 24 balls. Durga Rao (73) con-
tinued to score runs at a brisk
pace. When he retired out in the
12th over, India were just 15 runs
away from the target.
Captain Ajay Kumar Reddy and
Sunil Ramesh finished the match
without any further trouble in
13.1 overs.

Chattogram, Dec 13 (PTI):

KL Rahul's tactical acu-
men will be tested along
with his batting prowess
when a depleted Indian
team clashes with a tricky
Bangladesh in the high-
stakes two-match series,
the result of which will
have an impact on India's
chances for the World Test
Championship final quali-
fication.

India are currently
fourth in the WTC table be-
hind Australia, South
Africa and Sri Lanka. The
only way of qualifying for
the final in June is to
straightaway win both the
Tests against Bangladesh
and then all four at home
against Pat Cummins'
Australia to eliminate any
ifs and buts.

The journey starts at the
Zahoor Ahmed Stadium,
which has traditionally
favoured the batters but
also offers some turn to-
wards the business end of
the match.

The visitors will start as
overwhelming favourites
in Test format, in which
the Bangladesh is yet to
beat India but the absence
of Rohit Sharma, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed
Shami and Ravindra
Jadeja could hurt the side.

Jadeja's absence on these
kind of tracks always puts

Indian team on the back-
foot especially when the op-
position team is batting in
the third innings or fourth
innings.

Jadeja-Ashwin duo, at
least against lesser Test na-
tions on sub-continental

tracks could be lethal but
Axar Patel has done his
hard yards over the past
two seasons as the second
choice left-arm spinner.

Rahul will have young
Shubman Gill for company
with Cheteshwar Pujara,

Virat Kohli and Shreyas
Iyer manning the middle-
order. Rishabh Pant will be
back in what could safely
be termed as his favourite
format where his unclut-
tered batting has been a de-
lightful spectacle for the
Indian fans. In the bowling
department, Umesh Yadav,
a master at his craft on bar-
ren sub-continental tracks
will have Mohammed
Siraj, Ashwin and Axar
Patel for company.

As far as Bangladesh
team is concerned, it will
be keen to change its dis-
mal winless record against
India over the past 22 years.
In the traditional format,
Bangladesh has never had
the bowling resources to
trouble teams regularly
even when they have
played at home. Pacers
Taskin Ahmed, Ebadot
Hossain, Shoriful Islam
along with spinners
Shakib and Taijul Islam
would love to alter the
script. But they do have a
steady batting line-up for
home conditions with skip-
per Shakib having 4000
plus runs under his belt.
Add Mushfiqur Rahim's
tally of 5000 plus runs and
another former skipper
Mominul Haque's 3500 plus
aggregate, the batting does
have a solid look.

Test of Rahul’s captaincy as India
to push for WTC final qualification

Match starts: 9:00 am IST.

India's Rishabh Pant walks over the field during a practice session at the
Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chattogram on December 13, ahead
of their first Test cricket match against Bangladesh.

India beat Bangladesh
by 7 wickets

̈ T20 Cricket World
Cup for Blind Bangladesh: 166 for 4 in 20

overs (Md. Ashiqur Rahman
75, Md. Arif 33) lost to India
167 for 3 in 13.1 overs (T
Durga Rao 73, Nakula
Badanayak 36).

Brief Scores

Valencia, Dec 13 (PTI):

India thwarted a late
fightback from their Asian
Games nemesis Japan to se-
cure a 2-1 victory and inch
closer to the semi-final spot
at the FIH Hockey Women's
Nations Cup here on
Monday.

Salima Tete gave India a
fifth minute lead when she
tackled two Japanese de-
fenders with a change of di-
rection inside the D before
slotting the ball past Eika
Nakamura with a cool-
headed finish.

Jharkhand teenager
Beauty Dungdung then
scored her first
International goal at the
senior level with a superb
effort as she emerged
through a resolute
Japanese hustle to slot the
ball in the 40th minute.

Japan made a strong
fightback in the final quar-
ter and it was Rui

Takashima who pulled one
back in the 49th minute but
India managed to hold on to
secure their second win
from as many games.

India defeated Chile 3-1 in
their opening match of Pool
B in the eight-nation tour-
nament. The Savita Punia-
led side now has six points
from two games to lead Pool
B. They will need a draw
against South Africa in
their concluding league
match here on December 14
to seal their last-four berth.

India started the match
with a flurry of attacks and

it was Player-of-the-Match
Tete who finally gave them
the upperhand with a su-
perb finish. They could
have easily got a few more
but their penalty corner
conversions remained a
headache for the Janneke
Schopman-coached side.

India got nine attempts
from PC but none of them
could be converted as their
designated dragflicker
Gurjit Kaur once again cut
a sorry figure. India had
lost 1-2 to Japan to settle for
a silver medal in the 2018
Asian Games.

India beat Japan 2-1, inch closer to semifinals Spanish court
acquits soccer star

Neymar in fraud trial
Barcelona, Dec 13 (AP):

A Spanish court
has acquitted
soccer star
Neymar and his
fellow defen-
dants in a fraud
and corruption
trial related to
the Brazilian's
2013 transfer
from Santos to
Barcelona.
The plaintiff, Brazilian compa-
ny DIS, had accused Neymar,
his father, and the former pres-
idents of Santos and Barcelona
of having intentionally hid the
cost of his transfer to avoid
paying DIS what it was due as
the partial holder of his player
rights. However, the court said
in a statement on Tuesday that
"it has not been proven that
there was a false contract or
that DIS was intended to be
harmed."

Dubai, Dec 13 (PTI):

India opener Smriti
Mandhana has reached a
career-best 741 points as
she continues to maintain
her third position in the
latest ICC Women's T20I
Player Rankings for bat-
ters released on Tuesday.

The Player of the Match

in the second T20I against
Australia, which ended in
a tie before India won in
the Super Over, gained 11
rating points to reach the
landmark.

Australia's Tahlia
McGrath is the new No.1
in the rankings following
her superb performances
in the first two matches of
the ongoing series against
India underway in
Mumbai. The 27-year-old
Australian had unbeaten
knocks of 40 and 70 and
overtook compatriots Meg
Lanning and Beth Mooney
as well as Mandhana to be-
come the fourth
Australian and 12th batter
to top the women's T20I
rankings, according to
ICC.

Mooney had been at the
top since August 3 this
year when she overtook
Lanning.

Mandhana touches
career-best ranking points
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Security personnel during a tribute ceremony to pay homage to those who lost their lives in the 2001 Parliament
attack on its 21st anniversary, at Parliament House complex in New Delhi, Tuesday.

TRIBUTE TO MARTYRS

Local artists take part in a ‘Shobha Yatra’, as a part of Vijay Diwas celebrations, in Karad, Tuesday.

VIJAY DIWAS CELEBRATIONS
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TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm,,  DDeecc  1133
((PPTTII))::  The Kerala Assembly
proceedings on Tuesday saw
high drama as it passed the bill
to replace the Governor as the
Chancellor of universities in
the State and appoint eminent
academicians in the top post,
while the opposition UDF boy-
cotted the House over non-
acceptance of its suggestions
regarding the bill.

“The University Laws
(Amendment) Bill is passed,”
Speaker A N Shamseer said.

The bill, which had under-
gone scrutiny by a Subject
Committee of the House, was
passed after hours long discus-
sions during which the
Congress-led UDF said it was
not opposed to the removal of
the Governor as Chancellor. It
said that it wanted retired
Supreme Court judges or for-
mer Kerala High Court chief
justices to be considered for
appointment at the helm of

universities. The opposition
also said there need not be dif-
ferent chancellors for each of
the universities and the selec-
tion panel should comprise the
Chief Minister, Leader of
Opposition (LoP) and the
Kerala High Court Chief
Justice. The UDF said one
Chancellor for all universities
was sufficient as day-to-day
activities would be handled by
the respective Vice
Chancellors.

However, state Law Minister
P Rajeeve said that a judge
cannot be a part of the selec-
tion panel and the Speaker
would be a better option. He
also said that the government
has not decided how many
chancellors there would be,
but laws of each university
regarding appointment of
Chancellor need to be amend-
ed. “The number of chancel-
lors can be decided later,” he
said.

Rajeeve’s suggestion
regarding the selection panel
was accepted by the opposi-
tion subject to the condition
that retired judges are
appointed as Chancellor. 

The minister, however, said
that retired judges cannot be
the sole option for being
appointed at the helm of uni-
versities. In view of the stand
taken by the government, the
opposition said it was boy-
cotting the House proceedings
as it feared that the state gov-
ernment was attempting to
turn universities in Kerala into
Communist or Marxist centres
by appointing their favourites
at the helm. Satheesan said
that just like saffronisation of
universities in the state, turn-
ing them into Communist or
Marxist centres was equally
unacceptable and the opposi-
tion as well as the general pub-
lic fear that is the intention
behind the bill to remove the

Governor as Chancellor. He
said the opposition suggested
appointing retired judges as
Chancellor to address such
apprehensions and also criti-
cism in the future that the
appointments were political in
nature. 

“Since the modifications
suggested by us have not been
accepted, we are boycotting
the assembly proceedings,” he
said and the opposition MLAs
walked out of the House even
as Rajeeve told their action
would not be seen in a good
light in the future. Earlier in
the day, the UDF said the
financial implication of having
14 Chancellors would turn it
into a “white elephant.” “Let
there be only one Chancellor,”
the LoP said and was support-
ed by IUML leader and MLA P
K Kunhalikutty with the latter
also saying “there is no doubt
that the Governor has to be
removed as Chancellor”.

Kerala Assembly passes
Bill for removing Guv

As Chancellor of universities

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

Supreme Court judge
Bela M Trivedi on
Tuesday recused herself
from hearing a plea filed
by Bilkis Bano, who was
gang-raped and seven
members of her family
killed during the 2002
Gujarat riots, challenging
the remission of sentence
of 11 convicts in the case
by the state government.

As soon as a bench of
justices Ajay Rastogi and
Bela M Trivedi sat for the
day, Justice Rastogi an-
nounced his sister judge
will not like to hear the
case.

“List the matter before a
bench in which one of us
is not a member,” the
bench headed by Justice

Rastogi ordered without
specifying any reason for
the recusal of justice
Trivedi.

Advocate Shobha Gupta,
appearing for Bilkis Bano,
said her only predicament
is that winter vacation of
the court is approaching
and she wants the matter
to be heard at an earlier
date.

The top court said that a
new bench will be consti-
tuted and the matter will
be taken up thereafter.

Gupta told the bench
that when the matter is
taken up, she would like to
press her application seek-
ing a stay of the remission
order.

Bilkis Bano has also
filed a separate plea seek-
ing a review of the apex

court’s May 13, 2022 order
on a petition by a convict
in which it had asked the
Gujarat government to
consider premature re-
lease of the convicts in
terms of its policy of July
9, 1992 about deciding a re-
mission petition within a
period of two months.

The review plea was
also listed for considera-
tion before a bench of
Justices Rastogi and
Vikram Nath at 1.30 pm in
chambers. The order on
the review plea is yet to be
uploaded.

In her writ petition
against the grant of remis-
sion, which had led to the
release of the convicts on
August 15, Bilkis Bano has
said the state government
passed a mechanical order

completely ignoring the
requirement of law as laid
down by the Supreme
Court.

“The enmasse prema-
ture release of the con-
victs in the much talked
about case of Bilkis Bano,
has shaken the conscience
of the society and resulted
in a number of agitations
across the country,” she
said in the plea.

Referring to the past
verdicts of the top court,
the petition said enmasse
remissions are not permis-
sible and, moreover, such a
relief cannot be sought or
granted as a matter of
right without examining
the case of each convict in-
dividually based on their
peculiar facts and the role
played by them in the

crime. “The present writ
petition challenging the
decision of the state/cen-
tral government granting
remission to all the 11 con-
victs and releasing them
prematurely in one of the
most gruesome crimes of
extreme inhuman vio-
lence and brutality by a
group of human beings
upon another group of
human beings, all helpless
and innocent people - most
of them were either
women or minors, by chas-
ing them for days together
persuaded by hate towards
a particular community,”
it said. The plea, which
gave minute details of the
crime, said Bilkis and her
grown-up daughters were
shell-shocked with this
sudden development.

SC judge recuses, new bench for Bilkis Bano’s plea
Against early release of convicts

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1133  ((PPTTII))::
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday said a
significant portion of drugs like
heroin, cocaine, and hashish
are being smuggled into the
country through sea route.
In a written reply to a question
in the Rajya Sabha, the minis-
ter said as per inputs received
from Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB), the main drugs smug-
gled through the sea route are
heroin, cocaine, hashish and
Amphetamine type Stimulants
(ATS). “The percentage of
these drugs smuggled through
sea route vis a vis total
seizures is significant, though
their percentage varies from
year to year,” Sitharaman said.
In the current year till
November 30, of the 3,017kg
heroin seized, 55 per cent or
1,664 kg was through sea

route. Of the 122 kg cocaine
seized, 84 per cent or 103kg
was through sea route. In the
case of hashis and ATS seized
till November this year, 23 per
cent and 30 per cent were
being smuggled through the
sea route. Sitharaman said var-
ious central law enforcement
agencies and state police
departments monitor and con-
trol drug smuggling in India. A

narco coordination centre
(NCORD) has been set up by
the Ministry of Home Affairs
for effective co-ordination
among various law enforce-
ment agencies.

A dedicated Anti Narcotics
Task Force has been estab-
lished in each of the 35 states/
union territories to control
menace of drug trafficking.

The Multi-Agency Maritime
Security Group (MAMSG) set
up under the aegis of National
Security Council Secretariat,
also monitors smuggling of
drugs through sea routes,
Sitharaman added.

In reply to a separate ques-
tion, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said
the gross tax revenue to GDP
ratio increased to 11.43 per
cent in 2021-22 fiscal, from
10.25 per cent in 2020-21.

‘Bulk of illicit drugs being smuggled
into India through sea route’

Nirmala Sitharaman

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI): 

A total of 23 confirmed
cases of Monkeypox have
been reported in the coun-
try till December 8 this
year, Minister of State for
Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday. In re-
sponse to a question on
the present status of
COVID-19 cases in the
country, Pawar said the
trajectory of the cases is
witnessing a slow and sus-
tained decline since mid-
July 2022. As on
December 8, 2022, accord-
ing to the information
shared by the states and
UTs, a total of 4,244 active
cases of COVID-19 are re-
ported in the country. And

a total of 23 confirmed
cases of Monkeypox have
been reported in the coun-
try till December 8 this
year, Pawar told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

On being asked if the
government has conduct-
ed a thorough study on
the impacts of the spread
of drastic diseases
through new forms of
viruses and the precau-
tionary measures taken to
check their spread, Pawar
in her written reply said
that the Department of
Health Research has a net-
work of 145 virus re-
search and diagnostic lab-
oratories (VRDL) across
various geographical lo-
cations of India. These
network laboratories are
trained for the screening
of viral diseases. They
have also contributed to

the study of various as-
pects of COVID-19 to un-
derstand clinical, im-
munological and genomic
analysis, vaccine effec-
tiveness, and reinfection
studies, she said. These
studies have generated

valuable information in
the Indian context and
have helped in making
various policy decisions.
Besides this, many other
viruses of public health
importance such as
Nipah, Dengue, Zika,
Chikungunya, Japanese
encephalitis, Polio,
Influenza and other res-
piratory viruses have
also been studied in
VRDLs and ICMR insti-
tutes. The ICMR-
National Institute of
Virology (NIV), Pune is
equipped with a biosafe-
ty level-IV facility. It is a
WHO referral centre for
emerging viral infec-
tions and is involved in
conducting workshops
for diagnostic prepared-
ness and awareness for
health care sector as
well as VRDLs for

emerging and re-emerg-
ing viral diseases which
sensitise people to take
precautionary measures
to avoid the spread of
communicable diseases,
Pawar said in her written
reply.

‘23 monkeypox cases reported in India’ 

Bharati Pravin Pawar

 Till Dec 8 this year

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):

An intermediate level of
anticoagulation (blood
thinning) had an 86 per
cent probability of being
more helpful than low or
high dose anticoagulation
in Covid patients, accord-
ing to a new study.

The study was based on
randomised clinical trial
to test different levels of
anticoagulation in more
than 1,500 patients in
India, Australia, New
Zealand and Nepal,

The AustralaSian
COVID-19 Trial (ASCOT)
has pinpointed the most ef-
ficient level of blood thin-
ning treatment needed for
patients hospitalised with
Covid, in the study which
has been published in the

New England Journal of
Medicine Evidence and
presented at the American
Society for Hematology
conference.

According to officials,
patients in hospital with
COVID-19 are at increased
risk of blood clots (or
thromboses), which in
turn may contribute to de-
velopment of organ fail-
ure.

“Anticoagulant use was
recommended in all
COVID treatment guide-
lines including in India
but the most effective and
safest dose is not known.
This trial was done to find
out the dose that provided
the most benefit at the low-
est risk. “Many treatment
guidelines recommend the
use of low doses but are

less certain in their recom-
mendations about higher
doses for the treatment of
hospitalized non critically
ill adults with COVID-19
and recommend that more
studies be done to estab-
lish their safety and effica-
cy,” said Vivekanand Jha,
executive director of
George Institute for Global
Health India.

“It is for this reason that
the consortium put togeth-
er this study - we evolved
our approach as new evi-
dence became available.
Our findings show that an
intermediate level of anti-
coagulation had an 86 pc
probability of being better
than low-dose anticoagula-
tion. A higher therapeutic
dose did not show any ben-
efit.

NEW STUDY

‘Intermediate dose of blood thinners
works well for Covid patients’

Delhi govt launches
winter action 

plan for homeless
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  1133  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi government has
launched a winter action plan
for the homeless which
includes food and lodging facil-
ities across all shelter homes in
the national capital. A 24x7
centralised control room has
been set up and multiple
helpline numbers (14461, 011-
23378789 and 011-23370560)
have also been issued by the
Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB).
After reviewing the plan with
senior officials of various
departments on Tuesday,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia said, “To ensure that no
one is left out in the cold dur-
ing the peak winter season, the
government has established
food and lodging facilities for
homeless people across 195
shelter homes which have the
capacity of accommodating
over 17,000 people.”

New Delhi, Dec 13 (PTI):
The Indian Council of
Medical Research has
called for proposals to sup-
port research for develop-
ing newer therapeutics for
inherited rare diseases.

Inherited rare diseases
are infrequently occurring
disorders and have been
defined by countries in
terms of prevalence in
their own population, the
apex health research insti-
tute said in a call for pro-
posal document.

The WHO defines rare
diseases as often debilitat-
ing lifelong disorders with
a prevalence of one or less
per 1,000 population. Only
5 per cent of inherited
rare disorders have treat-
ment among which most
of the treatments are high-

ly priced and often not
available worldwide.
Access to and availability
of medicines are impor-
tant to reduce morbidity
and mortality associated
with rare diseases, the doc-
ument said. “Therefore,
there is a need for re-
search and development in
intervention, technology
transfer and indigenously
manufactured therapeu-
tics for rare diseases
which could be achieved
by collaborative efforts,” it
said. The goal of this call
is to support research and
development research pro-
posals towards developing
intervention strategies on
the aspects of inherited
rare diseases such as dis-
covery of newer therapeu-
tic agents and approaches,

development of therapeu-
tics including repurposed
drugs, biologics, genetic
error corrective measures
and management to im-
prove quality of life of pa-
tients with rare diseases
such as orthopaedic/sur-
gical approaches and inno-
vative management proto-
cols, etc. Only inherited
rare diseases under the
groups Storage Disorders,
Small Molecule
Inborn Errors of
Metabolism, Primary
I m m u n o d e f i c i e n c y
Disorders (PID),
Neuromuscular Disorders
(NMD), Hematological
Disorders (excluding
Sickle Cell Diseases and
Thalassemia), Skeletal
dysplasia will be consid-
ered, the document said.

ICMR calls for proposals on 
‘Therapeutics for Inherited Rare Diseases’


