
New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Students will be
able to get an under-
graduate 'honours'
degree after complet-
ing four years instead
of three, according to

new draft norms prepared
by the University Grants
Commission (UGC).

The draft 'curriculum
and credit framework for
four-year undergraduate
programmes' prepared in
accordance with National
Education Policy is likely
to be notified on Monday.

"Students will be able to
get a UG degree in three
years on completion of 120
credits (measured through
the number of academic
hours) and a UG honours
degree in four years on
completion of 160 credits.

"If they wish to go for a
research specialisation,
they will have to undertake

a research project in their
four-year course. This will
get them an Honours de-
gree with research speciali-
sation," the draft read.

"Students who have al-
ready enrolled and are pur-
suing a three-year UG pro-
gramme as per the existing

Choice Based Credit
System (CBCS) are eligible
to pursue a four-year un-
dergraduate programme.
The university may pro-
vide bridge courses (in-
cluding online) to enable
them to transition to the
extended programme," it

added. Currently, students
get an honours degree
after completing three
years of undergraduate
programmes. The FYUP
also allows multiple entry
and exit options for stu-
dents. If they leave before
three years, they will be al-
lowed to rejoin within
three years of their exit
and will have to complete
their degree within a stip-
ulated period of seven
years. The curriculum for
FYUP, as suggested in the
document, consists of
major stream courses,
minor stream courses,
courses from other disci-
plines, language courses,
skill courses, and a set of
courses on environmental
education, understanding
India, digital and techno-
logical solutions, health
and wellness, yoga educa-
tion, and sports and fit-
ness.

Snake 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A snake was
found in the cargo hold of
an Air India Express plane
after it landed at the
Dubai airport on Saturday
and aviation regulator
DGCA is probing the inci-
dent, according to a sen-
ior official. The B737-800
aircraft came from
Calicut, Kerala and the
passengers were safely
deplaned. The senior offi-
cial at the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said a snake was
found in the cargo hold of
the plane on arrival at the
Dubai airport and the air-
port fire services were
also informed.

Anticipatory bail
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court has granted antici-
patory bail to Amazon
Prime Video's India head
Aparna Purohit in FIRs
lodged over the web series
"Tandav". A bench of jus-
tices Sanjiv Khanna and M
M Sundresh granted the
relief after noting that
Purohit has been cooperat-
ing in the investigation.

Defamation case 
SShhiilllloonngg:: The Meghalaya
government has filed a
criminal defamation suit
against TMC spokesperson
Saket Gokhale for making
"deliberate, derogatory
and malicious" claims that
a state-owned tourism firm
misappropriated over Rs
630 crore funds. It also
called Gokhale a "habitual
offender" with a history of
making false allegations
against public personalities
and government officials.

Detained 
MMuummbbaaii:: A 17-year-old
boy has been detained for
allegedly raping a girl of
the same age after black-
mailing her with a selfie, a
Mumbai police official
said on Saturday. The girl
and boy are known to
each other and the latter
had clicked a selfie of the
duo kissing while cele-
brating her birthday in
Bandra's Carter Road area
on October 10, he said.
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Workers prepare a Santa Claus
statue ahead of the Christmas 

celebrations, in Kolkata, Saturday.
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New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Top Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment bureaucrats in-
cluding Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's deputy
secretary Saumya
Chaurasia and IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi and some
coal traders allegedly
linked to them "used" their
relatives to create "bena-
mi" assets, the ED said on
Saturday as it attached
their properties worth
more than Rs 150 crore.

The federal probe
agency, in a statement, al-
leged that a "grand con-
spiracy" was hatched in

the natural resources-rich
state to perpetrate a coal
levy 'scam' in which Rs 540
crore has been "extorted"
over the last two years.

The ED launched a
money laundering investi-
gation into the alleged
scam in October after it
raided Vishnoi, an Indian
Administrative Service of-
ficer of the 2009 batch who
was working as the CEO of
the Chhattisgarh Infotech
Promotion Society (Chips).
He had earlier served as
the director of the geology
and mining department
and was the MD of
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
(CMDC) during the incum-
bent Congress government
led by Chief Minister

Baghel. It had undertaken
multi-city raids in
Chhattisgarh where it also
covered the premises of
the "main kingpin of the
scam" Suryakant Tiwari,
his relatives and a few
other coal traders.

The federal probe
agency issued a provision-
al order for the attachment
of some movable and 91
immovable properties like
flats, jewellery, coal wash-
eries and plots belonging
to the accused in the case,
on Friday under the crimi-
nal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The assets are worth a
total Rs 152.31 crore, the
Enforcement Directorate
said. The frozen assets in-

clude 65 properties belong-
ing to Suryakant Tiwari,
21 properties of
Chaurasia, a powerful bu-
reaucrat of the state ad-
ministrative service post-
ed in the Chief Minister's
Office (CMO), and five as-
sets of Vishnoi apart from
that of another coal busi-
nessman of Chhattisgarh,
Sunil Agarwal and some
others. These include, the
ED said, agriculture lands
measuring 63.38 acres in
Hirri, Potiya and Sevati in
Durg district, agriculture
lands measuring 10 acres
in Rasni and Arang in
Raipur and commercial
land measuring 12 acres
in Thakuraintola (Durg
district) and some farm-
houses.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Sexual abuse of children
remains a hidden problem
as there is a culture of si-
lence and therefore the
state must encourage fami-
lies to report abuse even
where the perpetrator is a
family member, Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said on Saturday.

Speaking at a two-day na-
tional programme on the

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, the CJI said it
is an unfortunate fact that
the criminal justice system
functions in a way that
sometimes compounds the

victims' trauma and the ex-
ecutive must therefore join
hands with the judiciary to
prevent this from happen-
ing.

"The long-lasting impli-
cations of child sexual
abuse make it imperative
for the state and other
stakeholders to create
awareness regarding the
prevention of child sexual
abuse and its timely recog-
nition and the remedy
available in law. Children
must be taught the differ-
ence between safe touch
and unsafe touch," CJI
Chandrachud said.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
stayed an order of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) to phase out all public
transport vehicles with BS-IV
(Bharat Stage) engines and
below in the next six months.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and Abhay S Oka issued
notice to the parties in the
case and sought their replies
on the appeal filed by the
West Bengal government.

The NGT in its order had
said the state government
must ensure that public
transport vehicles with BS-
IV engines and below are
phased out in six months so
that only BS-VI vehicles ply
in the state, including
Kolkata and Howrah, there-
after. "It is her (counsel for
the West Bengal govern-
ment) say that in terms of
the directions of this court in
order dated October 24, 2018,
no motor vehicle conforming

to the emission standard
Bharat Stage-IV was to be
sold or registered in the coun-
try with effect from April 1,
2020. "Thus, registrations
were carried out till that date
as permitted, and therefore
the 15-year period has to be
counted from the date of reg-
istration. Otherwise, it will
amount to making the vehi-
cles unusable in less than 15
years. Issue notice. In the
meantime, the operation of
the aforesaid direction is
stayed," the bench said.

The eastern bench of the
NGT had noted that a huge
number of private and com-
mercial vehicles older than
15 years was plying in
Kolkata and Howrah, which
was adding to the air pollu-
tion. The tribunal in its order
had said while phasing out
the old vehicles, a move to-
wards use of cleaner and
greener technology with the
introduction of Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) buses
and electric buses may be ex-
pedited.

MONEY  LAUNDERING SCAM

ED attaches properties over Rs 150 cr
̈ State Govt officers 

created ‘benami’ assets
in coal levy ‘scam’

Bhupendra Patel elected as
Gujarat CM for 2nd term

Gandhinagar, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Bhupendra Patel will
continue as the chief minis-
ter of Gujarat for a second
straight term with the
newly-elected Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MLAs
electing him as the leader of
the legislative party at a
meeting here on Saturday.

After the meeting, Patel
met Governor Acharya
Devvrat at Raj Bhavan and
staked a claim to form a
government, two days after
the BJP won a record man-
date in the state elections by
winning 156 seats in the 182-
member House.

He will take oath as the
18th chief minister at a
function to be held at the
Helipad ground near the
new secretariat in
Gandhinagar on December
12, which will be attended
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah along
with chief ministers of
BJP-ruled states, the BJP
had said. Addressing a
press conference after the
legislative party meeting
held at state BJP headquar-
ters 'Kamalam', Patel said
the implementation of
promises made in the BJP's
poll manifesto, including
the implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code, will be
the priority of his govern-
ment.

"The newly-elected
MLAs met today at
'Kamalam,' where the pro-
posal to name Bhupendra

Patel as the chief minister
of Gujarat was unanimous-
ly approved," the BJP said
in a statement.

Patel's name was pro-
posed by MLA Kanu Desai
and supported by MLAs
Shankar Chaudhary,
Purnesh Modi, Manisha
Vakil, Raman Patkar and
party chief whip Pankaj
Desai. Senior BJP leaders

Rajnath Singh, B S
Yediyurappa and Arjun
Munda were present at the
meeting as the BJP's cen-
tral observers.

Patel said the state gov-
ernment and the BJP will
work effectively under the
guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

SShhiimmllaa:: Sukhwinder Singh
Sukhu who headed the
Congress campaign com-
mittee in Himachal Pradesh
will be the next chief minis-
ter, the party announced on
Saturday. Mukesh Agnihotri,
the leader of the opposition
in the outgoing Assembly,
will be the deputy chief
minister, the party said
after a meeting of the
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP). Sukhu, the 58-year-
old MLA from Nadaun in
Hamirpur district, was
elected the the CLP leader
and will take oath as chief
minister Sunday, the party
said. In a meeting Friday
evening, the MLAs had
unanimously passed a reso-
lution authorising the party
president to pick the legis-
lature party leader. The
Congress wrested power
from the BJP in the hill state
winning 40 of the 68 assem-
bly seats. The polling was

held on November 12 and
the results were declared
Thursday. Sukhu, a former
president of the Himachal
Pradesh Congress
Committee, is a four-term
legislator and is considered
close to party leader Rahul
Gandhi, they said.
He was known as a detrac-
tor of Congress veteran and
six-time chief minister
Virbhadra Singh, according
to the sources.

Sukhu to be next HP CM, 
Mukesh Agnihotri his deputy

Sexual abuse of children
remains hidden problem: CJI
̈ State must 

encourage families
to report abuse 
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Now get ‘honours’ degree in 4 years, not three

Delhi University will give an undergraduate 'honours' degree
even to the students opting for three years, Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh said. According to new norms prepared by the
University Grants Commission (UGC) in a draft, students will
now get an undergraduate honours degree only after complet-
ing a four-year course. These norms have been mentioned in a
draft titled 'Curriculum and credit framework for four-year
undergraduate programmes'. Likely to be notified on Monday,
the draft has been prepared in accordance with the National
Education Policy (NEP). While DU's new Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme (FYUP) has been implemented from
the academic year 2022-23, at least for this academic session
the university will follow a system approved by it its academic
bodies, Singh said.

‘DU will give UG ‘honours’ degree even 
to students opting for 3 years’

SC halts NGT order to
phase out public transport

vehicles below BS-IV
̈ In 6 months

Ink thrown at

Maha minister
Pune, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Ink was thrown at Maharashtra
Minister Chandrakant Patil in
Pimpri suburb of Pune on
Saturday for his alleged
remarks about Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule, police said. The police
have detained the man who
threw ink on Patil and further
investigation is underway,
Pimpri Chinchwad police com-
missioner Ankush Shinde said.
A video of the incident shows a
man throwing ink at the senior
BJP leader as he emerged out of
a building in Pimpri Chinchwad.
Security personnel around the
minister immediately caught
hold of the man.

Nagpur, Dec 10: 

Around 4,000 police personnel
from different units will be on
security duty in Nagpur during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the city on
Sunday, said officials on
Friday. Ahead of Modi's visit,
top police officials reviewed
security arrangements. The
police in the presence of
Special Protection Group
(SPG) personnel will conduct
route trails on Saturday, they
said. Modi will lay the founda-
tion stone and inaugurate proj-
ects worth Rs 75,000 crore dur-
ing his visit to the second capi-
tal of Maharashtra, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said in
a statement in New Delhi. The
PM will flag off the Vande
Bharat Express and launch
phase-I of the Nagpur Metro.
The statement said Modi will
also lay the foundation stone
of Nagpur Metro Phase-II,
inaugurate the first phase of
'Samruddhi Mahamarg', con-
necting Nagpur and Shirdi, and
dedicate to the nation an
AIIMS (All India Institute of
Medical Sciences) located in
the city's MIHAN area.

4,000 police 
personnel on duty 

̈ During PM’s visit 

Smriti Grih Nirman Sahkari
Sanstha election today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 10:
Election of the new
board of directors of
Smriti Grih Nirmal
Sahkari Sanstha is
scheduled to be held on
December 11. The elec-
tion process will be con-
ducted at the office of
Smriti Grih Nirman
Sahkari Sanstha in
Smriti Nagar.

Along with the panel
of incumbent President
Rajeev Choubey, anoth-
er panel led by Ganesh
Shankar Mishra is in
fray. Rajiv Choubey is

leading the Navnirman
Panel with other con-
testants including
Rajendra Kalsi, Devvrat
Choudhary, Sandeep
Choudhary, Rita
Tiwari, Amit
Deshmukh, SK
Madanlal, Surendra
Singh, Aarti Arora and
Laxmi Chaterjee.

Sahyog Panel led by
Ganesh Shankar
Mishra includes Manoj
Agrawal, Suresh
Agrawal, Tularam
Tondon, Prem Ranjan
Singh, Baldev Singh,
Sandhya Agrawal and
Shobha Dixit.

Another branch of Mahadev Book busted; three held
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1100::  With the arrest
of three ruffians, police claimed
to have busted another branch
of Mahadev Book online cricket
betting racket. The accused
were earlier operating the
branch of Mahadev Book in
Shimla. After suffering losses,
they returned back to Bhilai
and were trying to sell the pan-
els of Mahadev Book by luring
the local contacts. Police seized
02 laptops, 01 tablet, 05 mobile
phones, 03 ATMs, 01 cheque
book from their possession.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Command and Control Centre
in Sector 6, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that they are

making sustained efforts to
curb online betting rackets
being operated through
Mahadev Book and other on-
line betting apps. Under the
supervision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv and CSP (Bhilai)
Nikhil Rakhecha (IPS), the
team of Bhilai Bhatti Police
Station is maintaining continu-
ous watch on the suspects and
the network of informers has
been activated to collect infor-
mation about the people in-
volved in such illegal activities. 

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
some people who were sitting
at a park in Sector 01 and
were operating online betting
through laptop, tablet and
mobile phone. Police team

swung into action and round-
ed up the suspects at
Ambedkar Garden Sector 01.

On questioning, the sus-
pects gave their introduction
as Nikhil Mishra of Housing
Board Jamul, Vivek Shastri of
Sunder Vihar Colony and Amit

Singh of Camp 01. During sus-
tained interrogation, they
confessed involvement in on-
line betting. The accused dis-
closed that they had gone to
Ghanahatti in Shimla
(Himachal Pradesh) on
October 19, 2022 and had

taken a room in a hotel. They
paid a rent of Rs 2.5 lakh for a
month and operated Mahadev
Book Branch from there.
Through this branch, they run
a total of 06 panels. 

In the last one month, their
branch did a total turnover of
Rs 30 lakh in online betting.
After suffering losses, they
came back to Bhilai. Amit ne-
gotiated with a person of
Nagpur and was luring him to
purchase the Mahadev ID for
Rs 06 lakh. Police are collect-
ing evidence including bank
transactions, etc.

02 nos laptops, 01 tablet,
05 nos mobiles, 02 nos ATM
cards, 01 cheque book used in
the incident have been seized
from the possession of the ac-

cused.
The accused Nikhil Mishra

(19) son of Shailendra Mishra
a resident of EWS 1277,
Housing Board, Jamul; Vivek
Shastri (21) son of Angad
Shastri a resident of Sunder
Vihar Colony, Jamul; and
Amit Singh (27) son of
Karelal Singh a resident of
Road No 18, Camp 01,
Vaishali Nagar have been
booked under the provisions
mentioned in section 4(a) of
Gambling Act. 

Inspector Krishna Kumar
Kushwaha, ASI Nagendra
Banchor, Constable Ajay
Singh, Mohammad Shafiq,
Rajendra Bansod played a re-
markable role in arresting t
he accused.

Couple killed due to negligence of Construction Company

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 10:
Negligence on the part of
a construction company
caused two road mishaps
in Kumhari on the inter-
vening night of Saturday.
A couple was killed while
their daughter was fatally
injured in the first mishap.
One person suffered
minor injuries in the sec-
ond mishap.

The construction com-
pany had not placed any
barrier, stopper or diver-
sion sign on the half-built
flyover due to which a fam-
ily moving on a moped
took a wrong route and fell

off the flyover. The man
and his wife were killed in
this mishap while their
daughter has suffered fatal
injuries. After a few hours,
a car fell off the flyover
from the same dead end.
Fortunately, the driver es-
caped with minor injuries
as the airbags got deployed
immediately after the
crash.

Police have lodged an
FIR against the Contractor

on charges of culpable
homicide. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has ex-
pressed condolences on
the couple's death in the
road mishap. He directed
the concerned officers to
take stringent action
against the responsible
persons.

CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar (IPS) in-
formed that the deceased
were Aajuram Dewangan

and his wife Nirmala
Dewangan, residents of
Changorabhata, Raipur.
The couple with their 12-
year-old daughter Annu
Dewangan had come to at-
tend a marriage at village
Janjgiri on their moped
bearing registration num-
ber CG04-NV-5125. Around
20:40 hrs, they were re-
turning back home on the
moped.

Near Kumhari Square,

they took the flyover route
as there was no barricade,
stopper or diversion sign.
Due to lack of street light-
ing arrangements, the
rider failed to assess the
dead end on the flyover
and the family fell off the
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge. On information, a
police team reached the
spot and the injured were
rushed to Government
Hospital in Kumhari.

Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan were declared
brought-dead at the hospi-
tal. The child Annu
Dewangan was shifted to
AIIMS Raipur for better
treatment. Her condition
was stated to be out of
danger. After the mishap,
cops were placing barri-
cades on the other end of
the flyover when a car
driver made the same mis-
take and took the flyover
route.

He was also unable to
spot the dead end and the
car fell off the flyover. As
the airbags got deployed
on time after the crash, the
car driver escaped with
minor injuries. The victim
is Naveen Preetwani of
Avanti Vihar Raipur. He
was returning home after
attending a marriage in
Bhilai. His car bearing
registration number
CG04-NS-8449 was badly
damaged in the mishap.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 11,  2022

̈ Moped, car fall off
under construction
flyover in Kumhari

̈ FIR lodged against
contractor on
charges of culpable
homicide

Cement Concrete stoppers installed
The administration

swung into action
after the death of two
persons in a road acci-
dent in Kumhari on an
under-construction
flyover. Financial as-
sistance was provided
to the victim's family
immediately after the
incident. An offense
under section 337, 304
of IPC has been registered against the contractor company. As per
the instructions of Collector Pushpendra Kumar Meena, Dhamdha
SDM Brijesh Kshatriya gave necessary instructions to the officers
of NH Division regarding security measures on the flyover. His in-
structions were implemented immediately. 

Concrete Cement barricades have been installed at both ends of
the flyover and concrete wall barricading has been installed at all
four points. Along with this, instructions have been given to the of-
ficers of NH to deploy security guards on both ends of the flyover.
Instructions were given to remove the debris from the flyover
where the construction work has been completed. NH officials
have been instructed to complete the maintenance work of the
service road by December 20. SDM Kshatriya said that the Sub-
Divisional Officer of NH has been directed to repair the roads to
Station Chowk Kumhari, Dhamdha and Railway Station. He inter-
acted with the local public representatives, businessmen and com-
mon citizens and inspected the service road with them. NH officials
have been directed to start repair work immediately. The SDM di-
rected the officers of NH to report the progress on a daily basis.
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No-confidence against V-P Nagar Palika fails

Gariyaband, Dec 10: The
no-confidence motion
moved by 8 Congress corpo-
rators against the Vice-
President Nagar Palika
Gariyaband Gaffu Memon,
the Congress got 8 votes and
BJP got 7 and so the no-con-
fidence motion failed by 1
vote.

It was based upon the
memorandum submitted by
8 Congress corporators last
on Nov 24 that the Collector
Gariyaband finalized Dec 9
as the date for prove the ma-
jority. Polling in Nagar
Palika , Gariyaband meet-
ing hall started in the morn-
ing.

It is notable here that
there are 15 corporators in
Nagar Palika Gariyaband
and out of which 8 are
Congress corporators and 7
are from BJP. With this in
the post of the President
and V-P Nagar Palika, the
BJP supported corporator
Gaffar Menon and Surendra
Sonteke are in-charge. At

the same time, no happy
with V-P works, the
Congress corporators
moved this no-confidence
motion. The polling for this
was held in Nagar Palika’s
hall from 11:00 am in the
presence of SDM and
Retiring Officer and here all
the 15 corporators were
present. Decision in favour

of the BJP V-P came at
around 2:30 pm and once
against Gaffu Memon failed.

Women attaining economic empowerment by becoming proficient in the art of fishing
Raipur, Dec 10: After
achieving the status of
agricultural activity ,there
has been a lot of reduction
in the cost of production
involved in fish farming
due to exemption in elec-
tricity rate and free water
and interest-free loan to
fish farmers and this has
resulted in increasing the
income of fish farmers
constantly. It is noteworthy
that. 1.999 lakh hectare
water areas is available in
the state for fisheries, out
of which 1,961 lakh hectare
water area has been devel-
oped so far, which is 98 per-
cent of the total available
water area. The length of
the naturally available
riverine watershed is 3573
kilometers. 1.173 lakh
hectares of water area as

rural pond and 0.825 lakh
hectare water area as irri-
gation reservoir is avail-
able for fish farming. High
quality fish seed of im-
proved species is being pro-
duced in Chhattisgarh

which has made the state
become self-sufficient in
fish seed production as
well.

Under the encourage-
ment of the state govern-
ment and the guidance of

the collector In Koriya dis-
trict, fisheries are being en-
couraged in the ponds lo-
cated in Gauthans. Women
associated with self help
groups have been trained
and linked to numerous
livelihood oriented activi-
ties such as fisheries work.
Gauthans have emerged as
a new medium of econom-
ic progress for the women
who were earlier engaged
in domestic work and
livelihood activities have
brought significant posi-
tive changes in the lives of
women who are now step-
ping out of the world of do-
mestic chores to attain eco-
nomic empwerment. The
lives of the women of
Mateshwari Mahila Self
Help Group of the
Chervapara village of

Baikunthpur development
block have been positively
impacted when they start-
ed the work of fish farm-
ing. Group president
Pramina informs “that
there are 10 women in our
group and we wanted to do
some work to make our-
selves financially strong,
but due to lack of guidance
things could not materi-
alise. When we were given
information about fisheries
by the officials of the fish-
eries department under the
district administration, the
women became curious to
do be involved in this. The
group duly understood its
action plan to start the
work of fisheries after at-
taining as much as infor-
mation on the same.”

Pramina told that the

group made a net profit of
more than 50 thousand ru-
pees last year from fish
farming and this year they
are expecting even more
profit. Assistant Director of
Fisheries Department Mr.
Suryamani Dwivedi said
that for the last 3 years, fish
farming is being done by
this group in 0.50 hectare
water area of the pond
available in the Gauthan.
The fisheries department
has provided 25 lakh fish
spawn and one fish net to
the group under the fish-
eries extension scheme. On
which 100 percent grant is
included. The group was
also duly given complete in-
formation about fisheries
work. So that they can work
better and earn substantial
profit.

Sports facilities will increase in Chhattisgarh
through sports academies

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1100:: Under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, the state gov-
ernment is taking concrete
steps to improve sports facili-
ties in Chhattisgarh. For the
first time, Chhattisgarhia
Olympics were organized in the
state, which gave a platform to
players of all ages from chil-
dren to the elderly to showcase
their sports talent in traditional
sports. Now the state govern-
ment is going to bring a big
change in the sports scenario
of the state through sports
academies. For this, public and
private sector industries are
also showing interest in run-
ning sports academies under
CSR. A meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Additional
Chief Secretary Sports and
Youth Welfare Department Mrs.
Renu G Pillay with industry
groups for handling the opera-

tion of residential sports acade-
mies of various sports estab-
lished and proposed in the
state. Sports Secretary Mr.
Neelam Namdev Ekka, Director
of Sports Department Mrs.
Shweta Srivastava Sinha, and
Joint Director of Industries and
Commerce Department Mr.
Harish Saxena were present at
the meeting. It is noteworthy
that in pursuance of the deci-
sion taken in the meeting of the
Governing Body of
Chhattisgarh Sports
Development Authority held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, a joint meeting of
Commerce and Industry
Department and Sports
Department with industry
groups was held on June 15,
2022. A meeting was organized
with 09 industries at
Mantralaya, Nava Raipur on
December 07 2022 after con-
sent was received for these
industry groups.

Bhilai Steel Plant, Jindal
Steel & Power Limited, NMDC
Limited, Shree Bajrang Power &
Ispat Limited, UltraTech

Cement Limited, Bharat
Aluminum Co. Ltd. Korba,
S.E.C.L. Bilaspur,
Representatives of Gopal
Sponge & Power Ltd. Raipur
and Phil Ispat Pvt. Ltd. were
present in the meeting. In the
meeting, detailed information
was given on the steps required
by the concerned industries,
non-recurring and recurring
expenditures in relation to
academy operations, and
essential points related to acad-
emy operations. The industries
were also given detailed infor-
mation by the Joint Director of
Industries and Commerce
Department about the dedicat-
ed bank account set up for
transferring the amount of CSR
funds. Industry groups respond-
ed positively to the proposals of
the Sports Department for sup-
porting and running the acade-
mies. Jindal Steel and Power
Limited will handle the entire
operation of the Residential
Shooting Academy in Nava
Raipur. Under the first phase, a
shooting range and office infra-
structures were constructed in
the 05 acres of land marked by

Jindal Steel and Power Limited
and it was agreed to start
shooting training and competi-
tion. They also agreed to con-
struct a hostel for players in the
coming time. Bhilai Steel Plant
agreed to edit the signed MoU
in January 2023 for the estab-
lishment of Malkhamb
Academy in Narayanpur.
S.E.C.L. Ltd. situated at Bilaspur
has provided its consent for
infrastructure construction
work at State Sports Training
Center Baitrai Bilaspur.
Ultratech Cement Ltd. has pro-
vided its consent to sign an
MoU for handling the operation
of the Residential Hockey
Academy situated at Raipur on
January 2023 and it will start by
March 2023. Shree Bajrang
Power & Ispat Ltd. has given a
positive response for handling
the entire operation of the
Residential Athletic Academy
situated at Raipur. Gopal
Sponge & Power Ltd. of Raipur
and Phil Ispat Pvt.Ltd. of
Takhatpur agreed to provide
financial support to the Kabaddi
Academy for Girls in Bahtarai
Bilaspur.

National Quality Monitors 
to visit Chhattisgarh 

Raipur, Dec 10: National
Quality Monitors will be
visiting 08 districts of
Chhattisgarh in the month
of December to conduct a
third-level quality inspec-
tion of the ongoing con-
struction works under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana.
Information regarding the
quality of under-construc-
tion roads can be shared
with the National Quality
Monitors on their mobile
number.

According to the tour
schedule finalized set by

National Rural Road
Development Agency, New
Delhi, National Quality
Monitor Mr. Ramamurthy
C.V.S. will visit
Dantewada and Bastar
districts of Chhattisgarh
in December to inspect the
quality of roads there. He
will visit Dantewada on
December 14 and Bastar
on December 20. His mo-
bile number is 9440100167.
National Quality Monitor
Mr. Suresh Chandra
Sinha will visit
Dantewada on December
14 and Bijapur on
December 20. His mobile
number is 9871079750.
Mr.Rajeev Kumar
Vasudeva will review the
quality of roads in
Jashpur on December 18
and in Raigarh on
December 25. His mobile
number is 9631081077. Mr.
D. Ravi Karthikayan will
review the quality of
roads in Rajnandgaon on
December 17, Kanker on
December 25 and
Kondagaon on December
27. His mobile number is
944222194.

Repair work of roads is in 
progress on a war footing

Raipur, Dec 10: On the
instructions of the Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, the repair work of
roads is going on in the
state on a war footing.
Korea Collector Mr. Vinay
Kumar Langeh himself is
regularly inspecting the
road maintenance works
and checking the quality
of the road being con-
structed. Surprise inspec-
tion is also being done on
regular basis by Collector
Mr. Langeh. After a sur-
prise inspection of the
Amarpur-Chirmiri road,
the Korea District
Collector closely observed
the maintenance work
and took information re-
garding the road from the
officials of the Public
Works Department.
Superintending Engineer
of the Public Works
Department said that

6km BT patch repair
work on the 12 km
marked road has been
completed and the re-
maining is being complet-
ed expeditiously. Mr.

Langeh has given instruc-
tions to complete all the
work in a quality manner
within the time limit.
Executive Engineer of
the Public Works

Department said that the
work of WMM has been
completed on the 3 km
G a d e r i m o h a l l a -
S h a n k a r p u r -
Bhandarpara road
under the Chhattisgarh
Road and Infrastructure
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation. Similarly,
the construction work
of a 3 km CC road from
Kharwat to Jamnipara-
Charcha road under the
Baikunthpur develop-
ment block is in
progress. Under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana in rural
areas, BT patch repair
work and road marking
work have also been
completed on the 5.8 km
Majhratola to
Patthargaon road of
Sonhat block. All the
road construction agen-
cies have been instruct-
ed to complete the re-
pair work of the roads
within the deadline of
the end of December.

MLA Raigarh dedicates school building  

Lara, Dec 10: Prakash
Sakrajit Nayak, MLA
(Raigarh) dedicated the
Primary School building in
village Bodajhariya under
Pussore block of district
Raigarh on 9th December

2022 in the presence of
Diwakar Kaushik,
Executive Director, NTPC
Lara. The school building
has been constructed by ex-
penditure of 23 lakh.
Speaking on this occasion
Nayak, lauded NTPC Lara
effort for infrastructure de-
velopment not only in the
surrounding villages of

NTPC Lara station, but
Raigarh district and state
Chhattisgarh also. It is well
to all about the condition of
nearby villages before es-
tablishment of NTPC Lara.
And merely within 10 years
of advent of NTPC how fast
the scene has been changed
dramatically with provid-
ing financial assistance for

upgradation of Late
Lakhiram memorial Govt
Medical college, village con-
crete road, welcome gate,
renovation of ponds with
cemented steps and chang-
ing rooms, construction of
school buildings, communi-
ty centres, Primary Health
Centres, Community Health
Centres, lavatories etc.

Among others Akhilesh
Singh, GM (O&M), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project),
Kanheya Das, AGM (HR), V
H Satyanarayan P, AGM
(Project), Mrs  Sulochana
Phakir Pradhan, Sarpanch,
village Panchayat,
Kandagarh, Gaurang Sao,
Member, Janpad Panchayat
Pussore and villagers in
large numbers were present
on this occasion.

GGEA hosts Regional level
CBSE Science exhibition

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1199:: The much awaited
Science Exhibition was inaugurat-
ed at Gyan Ganga Educatonal
Academy, Raipur. A total of 85
Schools participated in the exhibi-
tion. The inauguration was done in
the hands of Dr. C. P. Khare,
Deputy Registrar, Principal
Scientist, Indira Gandhi Agriculture
University, Raipur. A galaxy of
other eminent judges and
observers were also present on the
occasion. The program began with
the welcome of the guest followed
by the lighting of the auspicious
lamp and Saraswati vandana. The
dignitaries were welcomed with
bouquets. A welcome song and the
Chhattisgarhi dance was mesmer-
izing. The principal of the academy
Mrs. Pratima Rajgor welcomed the
gathering and encouraged and
motivated the student fraternity. 

The Chief Guest of the occasion
Dr. C. P. Khare in his keynote
speech spoke about the value of
being involved in any task, to reach
the pinnacle of success. The judges
and the dignitaries visited the exhi-
bition which had Advancement in
Information and Communication
technology, Eco- Friendly
Materials, Health & Cleanliness,
Transport & Innovation ,
Environmental Concerns,
Historical Development with
Innovation, Mathematics for us.
The first round of judgment was
completed the much awaited sec-
ond round and final round will be
held tomorrow i.e. December 10,
2022. Students participated with a
lot of zest and enthusiasm. Their
presentations were filled with
innovative ideas and futuristic
thoughts.

Dr Khan welcomes food
controller Anurag Singh 

Bilaspur, Dec 10: Senior
Congress leader and social
worker Dr Hamidullah
Khan gave a rousing wel-
come to the newly posted
food controller Anurag
Singh. He welcomed
Singh with flower bouquet

and expected that joining
of a young officer like him
will bring more efficiency
and smoothness in the
working of food depart-
ment. On this occasion
Nazruddin Jindraan was
also present.

State govt worked towards preserving
conventional business: CM

Raipur, Dec 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday attended the
swearing-in ceremony of
the Leather Craftsmen
Development Board at his
residence office here. The
Chief Minister congratu-
lated and extended his
best wishes to the newly
appointed LCDB
Chairman Tarun Bijor
and members Khilwan
Baghel, Sarojini Ratre
and Tulsi Daudiya for
their new responsibili-
ties.

“I hope that the chair-
man of the board and all
the members will dis-
charge their duties with

utmost dedication and
participate in the
progress of the state”,
said the Chief Minister.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, State
Scheduled Caste
President KP Khande,
and Vice President
Padma Manhar were also
present on the occasion.

Addressing the gather-
ing on occasion, the Chief
Minister said that leather
has been important since
the beginning of human
civilization. Earlier peo-
ple used to wear shoes
and slippers made of
leather. Gradually, the

race for development af-
fected the leather busi-
ness and the use of
leather decreased.
Leather was replaced by
other materials for the
manufacture of shoes
and slippers.

Chief Minister said
that after the formation of
our government, we did
the work of preserving
conventional businesses.
One such step is setting
up Gauthans across the
state. Besides, in a bid to
give a better market to the
products made under con-
ventional business setup,
an arrangement for better

packaging and branding
of the products was
made. C-Marts have been
started in cities on the
lines of modern show-
rooms for the sale of
these products. Along
with this, Rural
Industrial Park has been
established and a budget
provision of Rs 600 crore
has been made for its de-
velopment. This will give
a boost to our traditional
businesses and increase
business opportunities in
the rural areas. Other
representatives of the
community were also
present on the occasion.
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Gaffu Memon wins the
no-confidence moved
by 8 Cong corporators

Industries to partici-
pate in handling the
operation of sports
academies under CSR

For inspection of con-
struction works under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana

Ongoing construction
works in 08 districts
will be inspected, infor-
mation related to the
quality of these works
can be shared on the
phone numbers of the
quality monitors

On the instructions of
the Chief Minister

Constructed by NTPC
Lara

Attends swearing-in
ceremony of the LCDB

Extends congratula-
tions to the newly
appointed chairman,
members

We are all a family, it
is victory of residents

of city: Memon
Memon while reacting to
his victory expressed grati-
tude towards all citizens of
Nagar Palika Gariyaband
and said that he will work
with double the energy for
city’s development and
hoped that all the people of
the city would extend all
possible help and coopera-
tion to him. We are all a
family and it is not the vic-
tory of self, but that of
entire family, he added.



Central Chronicle News

Saraipali, Dec 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
met the delegation of vari-
ous communities and so-
cial organizations in
Saraipali development
block of Mahasamund dis-
trict late on Wednesday as
a part of his 'Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan' on
Thursday.

He took information
from the representatives
of all communities regard-
ing their social activities
and took direct feedback
on the implementation of
government schemes and
programmes.

Members of
Chhattisgarh Ramnami
Ram Bhajan Sanstha
Bilaigarh met the Chief
Minister and accorded
him a warm welcome.
Chief Minister met repre-
sentatives of Advocates
Union Basna, ration ven-
dors, Bhunjia Samaj, Gada
Samaj, Dhobi Samaj,
Dhurva Samaj, Kalar
Samaj, Banjara Samaj,
Kanwar Samaj, Oraon
Samaj, Sanvra Samaj,
Agrawal Samaj, Yadav
Samaj, Sahu Samaj,
Brahman Samaj, Kolta
Samaj, Sikh Samaj,
Muslim Samaj, Manikpuri
Samaj, Chauhan Samaj

Sarpanch Sangh, Akhil
Bhartiya Yadav
Mahasabha, and farmers
of Baloda-Bazaar.

A delegation of Satnami
Samaj Bade Sajapali invit-
ed the Chief Minister to
participate in the pro-
gramme to be organized
on the occasion Ghasidas
Jayanti. The members of
the Saraipali Paddy
Procurement Society met
the Chief Minister and ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
wards him for appealing to
farmers to donate paddy
stubble. He suggested dis-
playing banners of paddy
stubble donations in the
paddy procurement cen-

ters to make farmers
aware of the same.

Besides, CM Baghel
gave approval of about Rs
1.16 cr for miscellaneous
construction works in-
cluding the construction
of community halls on the
demand of various com-
munities.

This includes the con-
struction of a dome in the
hostel premises of
Agharia Samaj at a cost of
Rs 30 lakh, Rs 20 lakh for
the construction of the
community hall of
Agrawal Samaj
Bhawarpur, Rs 15 lakh for
the community hall of
Gayatri Trust, Rs 15 lakh
for the construction of
Dharamshala of Banjara
Samaj Basna, Rs. 15 lakhs
to Brahm Vidya Vihangam
Yog Samiti, Rs. 15 lakhs to
Vipra Samaj for construc-
tion of an additional room
in Geeta Bhawan, and Rs 5
lakhs for community hall
of Dhobi Samaj. Besides,
he announced a financial
grant of Rs 1.20 lakh to
Neha Nayak for her B.Ed.
studies.

Encroachments removed
from a govt land

Central Chronicle News

GGaarriiyyaabbaanndd,,  DDeecc  1100::  The
revenue squad has re-
moved an encroachment
on government land in the
village Loharsi of
Gariyaband district. This
comes after the villagers
raised a complaint before
Chief Minister regarding
encroachment on land
Khasra 2328, an area of
0.95 hectares in the village,
during his 'Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan' held in
Fingeshwar. Chief Minister
gave instructions to the
revenue officials to remove
the encroachment.

According to information
received from Sub-
Divisional Magistrate Rajim
Pooja Bansal, as per the
order passed on October
20, 2022, by Village Loharsi
Patwari Halka No. 38,
Revenue Inspector Circle
Koundkera Tehsil Court
Rajim, the land encroached
by Rajkumar Yadav father

Lalu Yadav resident of vil-
lage Loharsi on Khasra No.
2328; area 0.95 hectare for
practicing agriculture has
been removed by the rev-
enue squad in the pres-
ence of village Sarpanch,
Panch, Kotwar and vil-
lagers. The government
land has been handed
over to Gram Panchayat
Loharsi Sarpanch after the
removal of encroachment.

CM inaugurates Baloda Police station
Central Chronicle News

Baloda, Dec 10: He made
a note in a diary after
praying to Chhattisgarh
Mahtari in Police Station
Baloda. After officially
dedicating the newly
built police station with
full amenities made at a
cost of Rs 1.97 crore, the
Chief Minister also plant-
ed a Kadamba sapling on
the premises of the police
station.

Annoucements made by CM
Shishupal hill will be
declared as a tourist des-
tination.
Boundary walls will be
constructed in Baloda
College campus.
Deepening of Bhadra
pond will be ensured.
Rural Haat Bazar in
Baloda will be upgraded.
Anicut will be construct-

ed on Surangi river.
An interstate bus stand
will be constructed at
Saraipali.
Tap water connection
will be provided to
every household in
Saraipali Nagar.

CM appeals farmers to
donate stubble to Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Baloda, Dec 10: Chief
Minister Baghel address-
ing the audience in Baloda
said that he has come to
Baloda with the officials
and people's representa-
tives for you and know
about the ground reality of
implementation of govern-
ment's schemes.

Acknowledging that it is
time to harvest the paddy
and that everyone should
donate the leftover stubble
in gauthans, he made an
appeal for donations of
paddy stubble and added
that it is 'a Mahadaan'.

CM said that plans have
been created with the pop-

ulation's welfare in mind.
The central government
put obstacles in our path

despite the fact that we
paid Rs 2500 per quintal as
MSP on paddy. Thereafter

the state government start-
ed up the 'Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana'.

Bhanwarpur to be upgraded to
Nagar Panchayat and Sub-Tehsil: CM

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 10:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday
reached Bhanwarpur vil-
lage of Saraipali assembly
constituency under
Mahasamund district as a
part of his mammoth pub-
lic interaction drive
'Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan'.

On the demand of pub-
lic representatives and vil-
lagers, the Chief Minister

made several announce-
ments which includes up-
grading Gram Panchayat
Bhanwarpur to a Nagar
Panchayat, upgrading
Bhanwarpur to a sub-
tehsil, opening a branch of
a nationalized bank in
Bhanwarpur, upgrading
police post Bhanwarpur to
a police station, to open a
college, a Swami
Atmanand English medi-
um school, an open gym in
Bhanwarpur.

He also assured of
speedy completion of the
road construction from
Bhanwarpur to Saraipali.
The communities present
during the Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan welcomed the
Chief Minister's an-
nouncements with enthu-
siasm and expressed grati-
tude to him.

While addressing the
crowd at the Jan Chaupal,
he took information from
the representatives of all
communities regarding

their social activities and
took direct feedback on the
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes and pro-
grammes.

He urged to take maxi-
mum advantage of the
schemes implemented for
health and education. He
commenced his pro-
gramme by garlanding the
portrait of 'Chhattisgarh
Mahtari' and lighting the
lamp.

Raghunath's loan of
Rs 3 lakh waived off,
bought a tractor from

farm income
During the Jan Chaupal,

Potapara's farmer
Raghunath told the Chief
Minister that his loan of
Rs 3 lakh has been waived
off. With the income from
farming, he installed a
pump in the field and also
bought a tractor. Umang
Sao of Ara-Pathra village
sought help from the Chief
Minister for the treatment
of stomach ailment, on

which the Chief Minister
assured him to give Rs. 2
lakh.

Rohit Dadsena of Sakri
village told that he has
earned Rs 02 lakh 32 thou-
sand by selling a total of
1160 quintal cow dung.
Dayanidhi Nayak, a mem-
ber of Yuva Mitan Club,
told the Chief Minister

that there are 42 members
in the club, and sports,
cleanliness, and many
other activities are being
conducted by the club.
Hem Bai Patel, a benefici-
ary of the Haat Bazar
Clinic Yojana, told that she
is a patient of BP and tak-
ing treatment free of cost
through the scheme.

Shed to be built for
mushroom production

in Gauthan
In the Jan Chaupal,

Rekha Lahre told the Chief
Minister that her group
has earned Rs. 1 lakh 5
thousand from vermicom-
post manufacturing.
Rekha demanded a shed
each for mushroom and
poultry farming, and wire
fencing around the
Gauthan.

Chief Minister gave in-
structions to the collector
regarding the demands
made by Rekha. Puja, a
student of Basna's Swami
Atmanand School, told the
Chief Minister that
Swami Atmanand School
provides free as well as
high-quality education.

The Chief Minister said
that 400 more Swami
Atmanand schools would
be opened next year.
Lakshya Banjare, a young
student of Class I told the
Chief Minister the names

of 33 districts of
Chhattisgarh, on which
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
praised Lakshya.

CM distributes 
cycles to girl students 

of SAGEMS
Under the 'Saraswati

Cycle Yojana', the Chief
Minister distributed cy-
cles to the girl students of
Swami Atmanand School
of Basna. As part of the
Saraswati Cycle Yojana,
free cycles were given to
class IX students
Tejaswani Sao, Ankita
Pradhan, Shivani Sahu,
Mandakini Pandey, and
Shraddha Pradhan.

CM distributes len
til seed mini kit to 
the beneficiaries

Lentil seed mini kit was
distributed to Yudhishthir
Patel, Santosh Nayak,
Ratan Sidar, Jagdish Patel
of Gram Panchayat
Bhanwarpur, and Pritam
Singh Sidar of Gram
Panchayat Kudela.

Farmers are being encour-
aged to cultivate pulses
and oilseeds. In this se-
quence, Lentil Seed Mini
Kit was distributed.
Motorized tricycles dis-

tributed to Divyangs
CM Bhupesh Baghel

distributed motorized tri-
cycles to Pramila Bhoi of
Pipli Pali village and
Ashok of Kashi Pali vil-
lage hailing from the
Saraipali assembly con-
stituency. Pramila Bhoi, a
B.Sc. second-year student
said that she used to face
a lot of difficulties while
going to school and col-
lege.

Getting a motorized tri-
cycle will make her travel
easier and she will be able
to focus well on her stud-
ies. Pramila expressed
her gratitude for this am-
bitious scheme of the gov-
ernment saying that she
is extremely happy after
receiving the motorized
tricycle.
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p Announces a College
and a Swami
Atmanand English
medium for
Bhanwarpur

p Nationalized bank in
Bhanwarpur to be
opened soon

p Bhanwarpur police
post to be upgraded
to police station

p In Saraipali under
Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan

p Sanctions Rs 1.16 cr
for the construction
of various community
halls

During Bhent-Mulaquat Abhiyan in Baloda

Quick action on CM’s instructions 

CM meets reps of various social organizations 

RIPA in each block
of Ch’garh:CM

Baloda, Dec 10: In each
block of Chhattisgarh, two
rural industrial parks will
be constructed, the chief
minister declared during
B h e n t - M u l a q a t .
Additionally, mentioned
the emergence of new em-
ployment opportunities.

He provided the peo-
ple with information on
health and education
programs. According to
the Chief Minister, pa-
tients can receive treat-
ment up to Rs 20 lakh
through the Mukhya-
mantri Vishesh
Sahayata Yojana.

He urged the populace
to benefit as much as
possible from the plans.
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Gujarat Polls

Ahmedabad, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Most former Congress
leaders who switched
over to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) man-
aged to win the 2022
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions.

Besides former
Congress working presi-
dent Hardik Patel, the
BJP had fielded 12 former
Congress MLAs along
with the son of a former
Congress legislator.

Of these 14, all but
three won the election on
Thursday.

In at least three cases,
their direct challengers
were candidates of the
new entrant Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and those
from the Congress.

In some cases, their vic-
tory was aided by a split
in votes between the AAP
and Congress, data pro-
vided by the Election
Commission shows.

Harshad Ribadiya, a
former Congressman

who joined the BJP, was
defeated by AAP’s
Bhupendra Bhayani in
Visavadar.

Jawahar Chavda, who
had resigned as a
Congress MLA in March
2019 and won the subse-
quent byelection on BJP
ticket, was defeated on his
home turf of Manavadar
by Congress’s Arvind
Ladani by around 3,000
votes.

But these were excep-
tions.

Otherwise, former
Patidar agitation leader
Hardik Patel won from
Viramgam as a BJP can-
didate. Patel defeated
AAP’s Amarsinh Thakor
by more than 51,000 votes.

Koli leader Kunvarji
Bavaliya won from
Jasdan seat which he had
retained in the byelection
after resigning from
Congress in July 2018.

Bavaliya, on the other
hand, defeated his nearest
AAP rival Tejas Gajipara
by a slim margin of more

than 1,000 votes.
Raghavji Patel retained

his Jamnagar Rural seat
by defeating the AAP’s
Prakash Donga.

Rajendrasinh Rathva,
who contested on the BJP
ticket from the con-
stituency of his father
Mohansinh Rathva after
the father-son duo re-
signed from Congress to
join the ruling party, de-
feated Congress’s
Sangramsinh Rathwa by
29,000 votes.

Former Congress MLA
from Abdasa,
Pradyumansinh Jadeja,
who had quit the party in
2020 to join the BJP and
won the ensuing byelec-
tion, was re-elected as a
BJP candidate. He defeat-
ed Congress’s Jat Mamad
Jung by a margin of over
9,000 votes.

Another turncoat Jitu
Chaudhary won Kaprada
seat by defeating his near-
est rival from Congress,
Vasant Patel by 32,000
votes.

CoBRA battalion
inspector injured 

Chaibasa (Jharkhand),
Dec 10 (PTI): An inspector
of CoBRA battalion was in-
jured on Saturday after an
improvised explosive device
(IED) went off during an
anti-Maoist operation in a
forest of Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district, police
said. The incident occurred
in the forest between
Rengrahatu and
Tumbahaka villages under
the Tonto Police Station lim-
its when a joint team of
CRPF, CoBRA, Jharkhand
Jaguar and district armed
police personnel was con-
ducting the operation, DIG
(Kolhan) Ajay Linda said.

“The CoBRA battalion in-
spector has a splinter injury.
The anti-Maoist operation is
still on,” he said.
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA) is
a specialised force to deal
with Maoists. Prabhakar
Sahni, the injured inspector,
was airlifted and admitted
to a hospital in Ranchi, West
Singhbhum Superintendent
of Police Ashutosh Shekhar
said. Acting on a tip-off
about the presence of top
CPI (Maoist) leader Misir
Besra, who carries a bounty
of Rs 1 crore on his head,
and Patiram Manjhi alias
Anal da along with their
squad members in the forest
areas, the operation was
launched, the SP said.

Newly elected RLD MLA stopped 

from visiting Khatauli
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Dec 10 (PTI): 

The newly elected
Rashtriya Lok Dal MLA
from Khatauli on Saturday
said he was stopped from
visiting Khatauli tehsil by
the district administra-
tion, which cited law and
order situation as the rea-
son behind the decision.

RLD leader Madan
Bhaiya called the incident
“murder of democracy”.

Khatauli Sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM), Jeet
Singh cited prohibitory or-
ders in the district as the
reason behind the move.

“Considering the law
and order situation Madan
Bhaiya was not allowed to

go to Khatauli to partici-
pate in a public meeting. It
was done on the apprehen-
sion that the meeting
could lead to breach of
peace due to the gathering
of a large number of his
supporters,” SDM told
PTI. Neither Madan
Bhaiya nor any of his rep-
resentatives had sought
permission in advance
from the local administra-
tion to hold a gathering in
Khatauli and they reached
here with a cavalcade of
over two dozen vehicles
and nearly 100 men, he
said.

Madan Bhaiya, who de-
feated his BJP rival,
Rajkumari Saini, by a

margin of more than
22,000 votes in the recent
by-poll in the Khatauli as-
sembly constituency, was
visiting the district for the
first time after his win.

The RLD is an ally of
the Samajwadi Party.

“I was going to meet the
people of Khatauli who
gave me their vote and
elected me to thank them,”
he said.

“The way the local ad-
ministration acted by halt-
ing me is akin to murder
of democracy. It is for the
first time that an elected
representative is being
stopped from going to his
own constituency,” the
RLD MLA said.

HP new CM and Dy CM to
be sworn-in on Dec 11

Kalaburagi (KTK), Dec 10 (PTI): 

The new Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
and Deputy Chief
Minister will be sworn in
on December 11, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge said on Saturday .

The veteran leader, who
is on a maiden visit to his
home town of Kalaburagi,
after taking over as the
AICC chief, urged the
Karnataka Congress lead-
ers and workers to work
with unity to bring the
party to power in the state,
which will go to polls by
April-May 2023.

“We have won in
Himachal Pradesh by giv-
ing a 10-point programme.

We have won there with a
good majority. Tomorrow
there is a swearing-in cere-
mony there. That’s the rea-
son I had gone out to dis-
cuss with our senior lead-
ers,” Kharge said.

Addressing a mega gath-
ering here, he said after
discussion with everyone
we have decided to have a
swearing-in ceremony for
the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister to-
morrow.

“It (Himachal Pradesh)
like victory should repeat
in Karnataka also, every-
one should join hands and
march forward.... I want
Congress party and the
Congress government
here,” he added.

‘Technology changing dynamics
of modern warfare’

Dehradun, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Lt Gen Yogendra Dimri,
the commanding-in-chief
of the Army’s Central
Command, on Saturday
exhorted the passing-out
cadets of the Indian
Military Academy here to
keep abreast of the ad-
vancements in technology
to be able to deal with the
changing dynamics of
modern warfare.

He said the dynamics of
combat and modern war-
fare are changing rapidly
with the advent of new
technologies such as nan-
otechnology, machine
learning, artificial intelli-
gence and virtual reality,
and asked the cadets to be
prepared to overcome con-

temporary challenges.
“Soldiering as you all

shall experience demands
selfless dedication and sac-
rifice,” he said.

Addressing the cadets
after a colourful Passing
Out Parade at the acade-
my’s historic drill square,

Lt Gen Dimri congratulat-
ed them on the successful
completion of their pre-
commission training at
the prestigious academy
and asked them to serve
their respective countries
with passion and pride.

“It is a golden opportu-
nity to serve your coun-
tries with passion, pride
and perseverance. I con-
gratulate you on the suc-
cessful culmination of
your training. I call upon
each one of you to compre-
hend the heights of expec-
tations from you. I also
urge you to be ever pre-
pared to meet your respon-
sibilities head on,” he said.

A total of 344 gentlemen
cadets — 314 Indians and
30 from 11 friendly foreign

countries — passed out of
the IMA after completing
its autumn training
course on Saturday.

The highest representa-
tion of 51 cadets was from
Uttar Pradesh, followed by
30 from Haryana, 29 from
Uttarakhand, 24 from
Bihar, 21 each from
Maharashtra and Punjab,
17 from Himachal
Pradesh, 16 from
Rajasthan, 15 from
Madhya Pradesh, 13 from
Delhi and 10 from Kerala.

The representation from
the rest of the states was
in single digits.
Considering the fact that
Uttarakhand is a small
state, the percentage of
representation from here
was the highest.

SUDDEN RAINS

A vendor sells hot pot (Kangri) during rains, in Srinagar, Saturday.

CYCLONE AFTERMATH

An affected area after the landfall of Cyclone Mandous, in Mamallapuram, Saturday. 

BRIEF

Indefinite fast 
 Kolkata: The indefi-

nite fast by five pupils
of Calcutta Medical
College (CMC) demand-
ing immediate student
council election en-
tered its third day on
Saturday morning to
press for holding stu-
dents council election
this month. Two fasting
students fell sick in the
intervening night of
Friday and Saturday
but were in stable con-
dition now, a CMC offi-
cial said.A senior doc-
tor of CMC, who is ne-
gotiating with the agi-
tating students told re-
porters he has request-
ed the agitators “who
are our children” to
withdraw the fast and
sit for talks with the au-
thorities.

Collision 
 Mangaluru: Three

members of a family
of Andhra Pradesh
origin died when the
car in which they
were travelling collid-
ed head-on with a pri-
vate bus near
Nellikaru in Udupi
district on Saturday.
The accident occurred
on the Udupi-
Subrahmanya Road
when the couple and
their two-year-old
child were travelling
from Dharmasthala to
Sringeri, police said.

Seized
 Hyderabad: The

Customs on Saturday
seized gold biscuits
and jewellery, totalling
2.9 kilograms valued
at Rs 1.37 crore, from a
passenger at the inter-
national airport here,
an official said.
Hyderabad Airport
Customs intercepted
the passenger who ar-
rived by a flight from
Dubai, according to an
official release.

Booked 
 Mumbai: An offence

has been registered
against a man for al-
legedly cutting birth-
day cakes with a
sword at a party in
Cuffe Parade area of
south Mumbai, police
said on Saturday. The
matter came to light
after videos of the
birthday celebration
went viral on social
media, an official said.

RI
 Bahraich: A court

here has sentenced
three men to rigorous
imprisonment of 20
years in connection
with the rape of a girl
nine years ago. The
court also imposed a
fine of Rs 1 lakh each
on the convicts.

Response 
 New Delhi: The

National Green
Tribunal has recently
sought a response from
the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests
and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) and oth-
ers while hearing a pe-
tition regarding the
pollution caused by
slaughterhouses. The
petition claimed that
slaughterhouses con-
tributed immensely to
pollution besides dam-
aging the environ-
ment.

BJP Legislative Party
leader Bhupendra Patel
meets Governor Acharya
Devvrat to stake claim
for the formation of 
government, at Raj
Bhavan, in Gandhinagar,
Saturday.

Lt Gen Yogendra Dimri

 In IED blast 

Most Congress turncoats win on BJP ticket



CHRISTMAS TREE

People walk by the municipality’s Christmas Tree on a flooded St. Mark’s square in Venice on December 10 follow-
ing an “Alta Acqua” high tide event, too low to operate the MOSE Experimental Electromechanical Module that pro-
tects the city of Venice from floods.
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Dhaka, Dec 10 (PTI):

Tens of thousands of
supporters of
Bangladesh’s main
Opposition party BNP on
Saturday held a “grand
rally” in the capital here
demanding Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
resignation and fresh elec-
tions.

Seven lawmakers of the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) announced
their resignations to
protest against the govern-
ment led by Hasina.
Dhaka’s Golapbagh area,
the venue of the rally, was
under heavy security sur-
veillance.

The party activists
chanted “Sheikh Hasina is
a vote thief” as the party
leaders addressed the
rally eastern part of the
capital Dhaka city.

Residents of the capital,
including office-goers,
faced difficulties and
many were seen waiting
for public transport on the
road since morning.
Activists say the rally
could attract 1 million peo-
ple.

The ruling Awami
League activists also
staged several pro-govern-
ment processions. Seven
BNP lawmakers an-
nounced their resignation
at the rally.

“We had joined the
Parliament in line with
the party’s decision but
now there is no difference

between staying or quit-
ting...we have already
emailed our resignations
(to parliament secretari-
at),” BNP lawmaker
Rumin Farhana told the
rally.

She called the incum-
bent government an “au-
tocratic” one and alleged
it came to power by “rig-
ging the polls”, torturing
the Opposition party lead-
ers, carrying out forced
disappearances, extra-ju-
dicial killings, and engag-
ing in corruption.

“I am resigning in
protest (against the gov-
ernment activities),”
Farhana said, adding that
she and six other fellow
BNP lawmakers would
deliver their resignations
by hand to the Speaker’s
office on Sunday.

Police arrested several
senior BNP leaders, in-
cluding secretary general
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir, and scores of ac-
tivists under different
charges ahead of the
rally.

“It is their fundamental
right to stage rallies. . . we
allowed them to stage it
since it is not an illegal
rally,” Dhaka
Metropolitan Police
(DMP) spokesman
Harunur Rashid told re-
porters.

Some 20,000 law enforce-
ment personnel have been
deployed at the venue to
avert any untoward inci-
dent, he said.

The BNP is demanding
Prime Minister Hasina’s
resignation in favour of
fresh elections under a
caretaker government in-
stead of ruling Awami
League, fearing the polls
to be rigged by her admin-
istration. Bangladesh will
hold its next general elec-
tion in 2024.

Bangladesh’s Opposition party
holds massive anti-govt rally

London, Dec 10 (PTI):

A Muslim cleric from
Pakistan who is accused of
being responsible for
forced conversions and
marriages of girls and
women from religious mi-
norities, including
Hindus, is among 30
human rights violators,
corrupt officials and enti-
ties to be sanctioned by the
UK.

Mian Abdul Haq of the
Bharchundi Sharif shrine
in Ghotki, Sindh, is named
on the new list of sanc-
tions announced by UK
Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly on Friday to
mark International Anti-
Corruption Day and
Human Rights Day.

The package includes
individuals and entities in-

volved in a wide range of
grievous activities includ-
ing the torture of prison-
ers, the mobilisation of
troops to rape civilians,
and systematic atroci-
ties.

“It is our duty to pro-
mote free and open soci-
eties around the world,”
said Cleverly.

“Today our sanctions
go further to expose
those behind the heinous
violations of our most
fundamental rights to
the account. We are com-
mitted to using every
lever at our disposal to
secure a future of free-
dom over fear,” he said.

Haq, who is a cleric
and politician, is a local-
ly influential figure in
the Sindh region of
Pakistan and has been

criticised over the years
for the forced conversion

of minorities, mostly
Hindus, in the province.

Pak cleric behind forced conversions
among 30 sanctioned by UK

Kyiv, Dec 10 (AP):

Russian forces have “de-
stroyed” the eastern
Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said, while Ukraine’s mili-
tary on Saturday reported
missile, rocket and air
strikes in multiple parts of
the country that Moscow
is trying to conquer after
months of resistance.

The latest battles of
Russia’s 9 1/2 month war
in Ukraine have centered
on four provinces that
Russian President
Vladimir Putin tri-
umphantly and illegally
claimed to have annexed
in late September. The
fighting indicates Russia’s
struggle to establish con-
trol of those regions and
Ukraine’s persistence to
reclaim them.

Zelenskyy said the situ-
ation “remains very diffi-
cult” in several frontline
cities in eastern Ukraine’s
Donetsk and Luhansk
provinces. Together, the
provinces make up the
Donbas, an expansive in-
dustrial region bordering
Russia that Putin identi-
fied as a focus from the
war’s outset and where
Moscow-backed sepa-

ratists have fought since
2014.

“Bakhmut, Soledar,
Maryinka, Kreminna. For
a long time, there is no liv-
ing place left on the land of
these areas that have not
been damaged by shells
and fire,” Zelenskyy said
in his nightly video ad-
dress, naming cities that
have again found them-
selves in the crosshairs.
“The occupiers actually
destroyed Bakhmut, an-
other Donbas city that the
Russian army turned into
burnt ruins.”

Zelenskyy didn’t specify
what he meant by “de-
stroyed” and some build-
ings remain standing and
residents still mill about
in city streets.

The Ukrainian mili-

tary General Staff report-
ed missile attacks, about
20 airstrikes and more
than 60 rocket attacks
across Ukraine between
Friday and Saturday.
Spokesperson Oleksandr
Shtupun said the most ac-
tive fighting was in the
Bakhmut district, where
more than 20 populated
places came under fire.
He said Ukrainian forces
repelled Russian attacks
in Donetsk and neighbor-
ing Luhansk.

Russia’s grinding east-
ern offensive succeeded
in capturing almost all of
Luhansk during the sum-
mer. Donetsk eluded the
same fate, and the
Russian military in re-
cent weeks has poured
manpower and resources

around Bakhmut in an at-
tempt to encircle the city,
analysts and Ukrainian
officials have said.

After Ukrainian forces
recaptured the southern
city of Kherson nearly a
month ago, the battle
heated up around
Bakhmut, demonstrating
Putin’s desire for visible
gains following weeks of
clear setbacks in
Ukraine.

Taking Bakhmut
would rupture Ukraine’s
supply lines and open a
route for Russian forces
to press on toward
Kramatorsk and
Sloviansk, key Ukrainian
strongholds in Donetsk.
Russia has battered
Bakhmut with rockets for
more than half of the
year. A ground assault ac-
celerated after its troops
forced the Ukrainians to
withdraw from Luhansk
in July. But some analysts
have questioned Russia’s
strategic logic in the re-
lentless pursuit to take
Bakhmut and surround-
ing areas that also came
under intense shelling in
the past weeks, and
where Ukrainian officials
reported that some resi-
dents were living in damp
basements.

Russia grinds on in eastern
Ukraine; Bakhmut destroyed

Supporters of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) take
part in the party’s last divisional rally in Dhaka on
December 10. Tens of thousands of supporters of
Bangladesh’s main opposition party descended on Dhaka
on December 10 to protest against the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and demand new elections.

 Demanding resigna-
tion of PM Hasina

R educing the biodiversity
footprint of food con-

sumption requires immediate
and widespread action. The
food on our plates has a foot-
print. Every bite of food we
consume represents the envi-
ronmental impact of all the
resources used to produce
that food. Land is foremost
among those resources. As
food is transported from farm
to fork, the land used to grow
the food is virtually trans-
ported' along with it.
Depending on what you're eat-
ing, one bite might have a pot-
pourri of virtually embedded
land supporting a wide diver-
sity of wild plants and ani-
mals.

That wild biodiversity is
under threat from the produc-
tion and consumption of glob-
al food systems. Expanding
agricultural land is pushing
biodiversity past a safe limit.
Some species may already be
walking dead', doomed to ex-
tinction because they no

longer have a habitat large
enough to avoid a population
crash. In collaboration with
NASA, researchers from uni-
versities across the United
States are undertaking com-
plex geospatial statistics to
closely examine these future
biodiversity impacts. Similar
efforts around the world are
leading some governments,
including the United States,
to set priorities to protect
land within their borders. But
more ambitious conservation
efforts are urgently needed.

Latest estimates show 64
per cent of land in North
America would need to be
conserved to safeguard biodi-
versity, primarily because of
the ecologically intact areas
of Canada and the United
States. By contrast, at least
33.1 per cent of Europe's land
area requires conservation.
The most threatened land is
concentrated in developing
countries where mining and
farming are economic main-
stays. More than half of the
most at-risk habitat is in
Africa.

To preserve biodiversity we
must not only work on pro-
tecting natural habitats but
also on reducing the food sys-
tem's demand for land. If
we're expected, as predicted,
to feed 10 billion people by
2050, all that extra food would
require clearing at least 1.5
billion acres of forests, savan-
nas and wetlands, an area

nearly twice the size of India.
But all is not lost. There are
two key ways governments
and individuals can reduce
the land demand pressure
from the food system: eating a
smart plant-based diet and re-
ducing food waste.

First, consider your diet.
Animal products need large
amounts of land to grow feed
and pasture livestock. This in-
cludes not only meat but also
dairy, eggs, and even fish,
which are increasingly
sourced from aquaculture
farms that use land-grown
feed. A smart plant-based diet
is a major way to reduce land
demand and biodiversity im-
pact relative to a diet high in
meat and dairy. But not just
any plant-based diet will do.

Only a smart plant-based
diet that avoids sourcing too
much food from regions that
have high levels of imperiled
biodiversity will reduce im-
pact relative to a diet high in
meat and dairy. This means
reducing consumption of
some of our favourite foods
like avocados, chocolate,
cashews, and other tropical
fruits. The international food
trade of products like these
spreads local biodiversity im-
pacts around the globe. If that
sounds too hard, then here's
the good news.

Reducing pre-consumer
and consumer food waste by
50 per cent - which might be
an easier change than a radi-

cal diet overhaul - has almost
as much positive impact on
reducing land demand in
high-biodiversity areas as
changing diets does. In the
United States, cutting food
waste in half has the poten-
tial to reduce biodiversity im-
pacts by 18 per cent. It's im-
portant to keep in mind that
both diet changes and food
waste reduction are not only
individual choices.
Governments could imple-
ment policies that more ag-
gressively target food waste
on the farm, in the supermar-
ket, and in the home.

As a recent UN report
showed, developed-world
household waste is currently
on the rise globally.
Incentivising the production
of plant-based meat alterna-
tives would also help con-
sumers make biodiversity-
friendly choices. There are
challenging decisions to be
made. We need to carefully
navigate complex issues and
unforeseen consequences to
reduce biodiversity impacts
of the food we eat.

An important piece of the
puzzle is helping consumers
better understand how their
diets and food waste behav-
iours influence global biodi-
versity. This means tough
trade-offs at the personal and
societal level may be needed
to better balance human
health, economics, and envi-
ronmental sustainability.
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Against revdi culture
BJP's record win in Gujarat

is creditable. By giving yet an-
other term to the ruling party,
the people of the state have
voted for growth and continu-
ity, ignoring the plethora of
freebies promised by the op-
position parties. It is time the
voters in other states too emu-
lated their example, not so
much for being a staunch and
steadfast supporter of a sin-
gle party, but in the way they
have rejected the revdi cul-
ture. As for Himachal
Pradesh, though the verdict is
in line with the anti-incum-
bency mood of the voters, the
Congress has done well in get-
ting a comfortable majority. It
remains to be seen if the leg-
islators elect a CM and get
down to the serious business
of governance, without a pub-
lic spectacle of infighting and
power mongering.

V Jayaraman, Chennai

Challenge ahead
The victory in HP will help

the Congress revive its for-
tunes. With the new political
culture of poaching MLAs of
the winning party by the rul-
ing dispensation, the problem
of keeping the flock together
will be a challenge, since the
Congress has already wit-
nessed loss of power in MP,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Goa. Now, the gaining party is
praised for being ‘adept’ at
statecraft. But the Congress’
worst-ever performance in
Gujarat has blighted the sheen
of its victory in HP. It remains
to be seen whether the high
command will be able to re-
solve the leadership issue by
reconciling the competing
claims of various factions.

Roshan Lal Goel, by mail

No freebies, please
It is unbelievable that

PSPCL is suffering a loss of
over Rs 1,880 crore in contrast
to a profit of Rs 1,069 crore it
generated in March 2022, even
as it has already raised a Rs
2,300-crore loan this year with
additional meters in demand,
thanks to the government’s
populist free power scheme,
leading to ‘zero bills’. Buoyed
by the government’s largesse,
many consumers are opting
for more than one connection.
Though the state has report-
edly told PSPCL that it will
pay Rs 15,845 crore as ‘power
subsidy’ for the current year,
the question is, where such a
huge quantum of money will
come from? Why mix dirty
vote-centric politics with eco-
nomics?

Kumar Gupt, by mail
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Tourists participate in river rafting on the Beas river, in Manali, Saturday, Dec. 10.

RIVER RAFTING

T he Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh Assembly polls herald a crucial
election cycle that will culminate in the Lok Sabha elections of 2024.

The coming year will   see   north-eastern   states   of    Tripura, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, and Mizoram, besides Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,  Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Telangana go to polls. It could also see elections in
Jammu & Kashmir. The focus now shifts to the state elections in 2023 and
the general election in 2024, with all parties having the task cut out for
them. The tasks will be most difficult for the Congress, whose  defeat  in
Gujarat  is  more significant than its victory in Himachal Pradesh. The grand
old party not only faces a rampaging BJP but an ambitious Aam Aadmi
Party vying for the leadership of the Opposition going forward on the road
to the 2024 general elections. The results of the Gujarat election 2022 will
be remembered for two reasons: First, the BJP recorded its best-ever per-
formance in the state. Infact, the BJP has done the same thing in Gujarat
what the AAP did in Delhi in 2015 (when it won 67 of the 70 assembly
seats). The second reason will be on how the Congress gave up even before
the contest began. The grand old party did not even put up a fight, resulting
in a steep fall in vote share. The Himachal Pradesh results paint an opposite
picture. It shows that if the Congress gets its local leadership right, it can
win. The Congress also made electoral gains from the BJP’s infighting and
botched ticket distribution which saw as many as 21 rebel candidates. The
results of Assembly elections in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh affirm the
national trend of  a dominant BJP, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi as its
spearhead. Voting pattern in many states shows that the electorate goes
with the BJP at the Centre, but a different party at the state level. In the
Gujarat elections, the BJP won a record 156 seats in the 182-member House
with a 52.5% share of the vote, marking its best-ever performance and bet-
tering the iconic Congress Chief  Minister Madhavsinh Solanki’s record of
149 seats, set in 1985. The Aam Aadmi Party has made big gains interms of
vote share, seemingly at the expense of  the Congress, which has put up its
worst performance ever. For the Congress, a victory in Himachal Pradesh
was much needed for a revival as it has been battered by a spate of elec-
toral losses in the last few years. The Gujarat results point to the singular
factor responsible for the BJP’s victory: Narendra Modi. He may be the
prime minister of India, but in Gujarat he is perhaps chief minister for life.
In fact, the BJP’s victory in Gujarat shows that irrespective of whom the
candidate is, and whatever is the ground situation, people will vote for
Modi. Another big take away is that the rise of the AAP is happening largely
at the cost of the Congress. After having ousted the Congress in Delhi and
Punjab, AAP has made its presence felt in Gujarat. The AAP ran an aggres-
sive campaign to make inroads in PM Modi's home state but failed to make
a significant impact in terms of seat share.  Arvind Kejriwal's party, howev-
er, has received a not-insignificant vote share of nearly 13 per cent of the
total votes polled and gained the status of ‘national party’.

Krishna Jha

D riven by good performance compared to other sectors during the
pandemic, agriculture has absorbed an additional 11 million work-

ers over the last three years while the rest of the economy lost 15 million
jobs, said the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE). Jobs apart,
the question remains where does the surplus from the bumper crops gets
accommodated. According to CMIE’s Consumer Pyramids Household
Survey, agriculture saw an estimated 4.5 million increase in employment
during fiscal 2021-22. While total employment fell by 21.7 million in the
pandemic year of 2020-21, agriculture provided employment to a substan-
tial 3.4 million. In 2019-20 as well agriculture saw an addition of 3.1 million
to its count of employed. This has been possible because of good monsoon,
bumper production and higher prices, the CMIE said. It is a fact that even
though there was a hike in prices in agricultural production, that hardly
helped the rural producers. Life remained as hard as ever. With the bumper
crops, difficulties for the farmers were not resolved as the market forces
were not in their side. Situation remained grim and the migration rate was
huge. There were the adversities, in 2019-20, and yet agriculture grew by
5.5 percent, while the non-agricultural sectors grew by a lower 3.5 percent.
In 2020-21, agriculture grew by 3.3 per cent, though the rest of the econo-
my shrunk by 6.3 per cent. In 2021-22, while economy was recovering from
its deep fall, agriculture continued to grow by 3.3 per cent. The industry
and services sector, that constitutes more than 80 percent of the gross
value added (GVA) in the country, provides employment to 54.4 percent of
work force, and so far as agriculture is concerned that accounted for 18.19
percent of GVA in 2019-20, and retained 45.6 percent of the workforce.
Agriculture is one sector that has the highest number of people employed
as agricultural workers, as high as 151 million in the financial year of 2021,
despite the epidemic and lock down that had the extreme negative impact
on the country’s GDP ratio. Agrarian sector was the only one that saw an in-
creasing employment trend. With a year-on-year growth rate of 4.1 per-
cent, the sector accounted for almost 40.9 percent of employment growth.
Number of people employed in this sector, in millions in the financial year
of 2021, was 151.79, for 2020, it was 145.88, for 2019, 143, for 2018, 143.83,
and for 2017, it stood at 145.66. As per census, 2011, conducted by the reg-
istrar general of India, the total number of agricultural workers in the coun-
try went up from 234.1 million, among them were included 127.3 million
cultivators and 106.8 million agricultural workers. In recent years the share
of agricultural workers has come down to 58.2 percent in 2000 and by 2011,
it was 54.6 percent. Migration of rural to urban areas by the agricultural
workers was one factor that took its toll in this shift. It was in fact a general
phenomenon and natural in the development process. The reason for this
shift was lure for better wages, employment opportunities, in industries
and services as the graph of urbanisation was going up.  In a market econo-
my like India has, the movement of people for better opportunities is in-
evitable. The food grain production kept up its high levels. During 2018-19,
the production was estimated as 284.95 million tonnes (As per fourth ad-
vance estimates, 2018-19). As per the seventh schedule of our Constitution,
land comes under the purview of state government, and therefore it is on
the state governments, to make efforts to increase cultivable land, and the
Centre has to help the states through supplementing in crop development
programmes. But in reality, the Centre is busy in acquiring land for its own
vested interests. The purpose has been to serve the service and construc-
tion sector, and such non-productive areas that help the corporate sector
to evolve. It is not the food grains they are interested in, the land in their
hands turns into capital. Despite the fact that India has further fallen in the
Hunger Index to 107th position out of 121 countries, the government of
India, instead of finding ways to resolve the ultimate, that concerns life, is
busy criticising the agencies like Welthungerhilife or Concern Worldwide
that calculate the index. When the country is facing the grim scenario, the
latest India Wealth Report 2021, the number of dollar-millionaire house-
holds in India is increased by 11 per cent to 4,58,000 households in 2021, as
compared to 2020. A household having a net worth of at least INR 7 crore (1
million dollar), is referred to as a dollar-millionaire household. The report
has estimated that the number of dollar-millionaire households in the coun-
try shall increase by 30 percent over the next five years to reach 6,00,000
households in 2026. The contrast is obvious. There is the growth, even
though restricted, there are haunting shadows too. The basics are kept in-
tact. The surplus from the bumper production does not feed the hunger of
those living at the bottom, their wages are still not even the minimum,
while MSP remains a far cry.

Agriculture is contributing
in a big way to India’s
employment growth

Focus shifts to LS 
elections in 2024

Extinction on our plates

Yoshita Singh

T he awe-inspiring story
of a woman in India

who enrolls in first grade at
the ripe old age of 96 is now
paving the way for an ambi-
tious movement to bring five
million girls back to school
over a period of three years,
rehabilitate classrooms and
improve nutrition. Barefoot
Empress', a 15-minute short
film directed by Michelin Star
Chef Vikas Khanna and pro-
duced by Oscar-nominated
Doug Roland chronicles the
remarkable journey of
Karthyayani Amma of
Kerala, who as a young girl
did not have access to educa-
tion, displays tremendous
courage and resilience when
she joins a first grade class at
the age of 96. The nonagenari-
an scores a highly commend-
able 98 out of 100.

Khanna highlights that
Barefoot Empress' is a "love
letter to never giving up on
your dreams" while also shin-
ing a light on the lack of edu-
cational opportunity for girls
in certain parts of India. With
Amma as the inspiration,
Khanna, whose directorial
debut the Neena Gupta-star-
rer The Last Color' won criti-
cal acclaim globally, is now fo-
cussed on setting in motion a
movement that involves reha-
bilitating classrooms for bet-
ter educational environment,
improving nutrition by pro-

viding healthy meals, provid-
ing basic educational supplies
in partnership with non-prof-
it organisation Leap to Shine
and training girls in culinary
skills to be financially inde-
pendent. Inspired by Barefoot
Empress, Leap to Shine has
named Amma, who was hon-
oured with the Indian govern-
ment's prestigious Nari
Shakti Puraskar in 2020, a
global ambassador and
pledged to educate five mil-
lion girls in India.

"Barefoot Empress is an in-
spirational story of courage,
perseverance of Karthyayani
Amma story of a girl who
dreamt of going school, and
finally walked to school after
96 years However, there will
be eleven million girls who
might never get that chance!"
Khanna said. For Khanna and
his team, the "mission around
Barefoot Empress is focussed
around starting a movement
to bring girls back to school
while impacting education
and livelihood skills. Our goal
is to deliver this for five mil-
lion girls."

The movement to bring five
million girls back to school in
three years will be enabled by
a four-pronged approach. This
will include rehabilitating
and renovating classrooms
and creating an enabling
learning environment.

While 18 classrooms have
been renovated over the last
few days, the plan is to reha-

bilitate 25 classrooms in
phase one. The movement
also aims to focus on nutri-
tion, the lack of which leads
to school drop outs. Khanna's
team estimates that it takes 10
dollars to support and provide
meals to a girl child for one
year and they plan to serve
100,000 meals.

Under the initiative, school
bags, pencils, books and
copies, tablets are being dis-
tributed to girls in margin-
alised schools to bridge the
educational and digital di-
vide. Tablets are also being
provided to 300 girls.

The fourth aspect of the
movement is to pilot a culi-
nary course for girls from un-
derserved communities in
Dharavi to make them self-re-
liant and financially inde-
pendent through livelihood
enhancement programs. The
team is planning to run a pilot
with 25 girls to begin with and
then scale it. The COVID-19
pandemic continues to have a
significant negative impact
on the education of girls not
only in India but around the
world, setting nations back
after decades of progress of
ensuring gender equality in
education. UNESCO had esti-
mated that following the
COVID-19 pandemic and its
unprecedented disruption to
education, 11 million girls
may not return to school.

Girls aged 12-17 are at par-
ticular risk of dropping out of

school in low and lower-in-
come countries, whereas boys
are more at risk in upper-mid-
dle and high-income coun-
tries, the UN agency had said.
UNESCO had said that before
COVID-19, there was already a
long way to reach gender
equality in and through edu-
cation.

In 10 countries around the
world (Benin, Cameroon,
Guinea, Haiti, Mali, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Senegal and Timor-Leste), the
"poorest girls spend less than
2 years in school on average.
In Guinea, Mali and Pakistan
over 80 per cent of poor girls
have spent only two years or
less in school," it said last
year. According to the Gender
Report of the Global
Education Monitoring Report
(GEM), in the past 25 years,
180 million more girls have
enrolled in primary and sec-
ondary education since the
Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, a land-
mark commitment to advance
the rights of girls and women
made in 1995 by 189 countries.
"These gains are now threat-
ened by the COVID-19 pan-
demic," the UN agency said.
Barefoot Empress has been
garnering critical acclaim
globally and won the Biogen
Award for Best Short Film at
Tokyo's prestigious Short
Shorts Film Festival this year.
It was showcased at Asia
Society, with award-winning

American journalist Katie
Couric moderating a post-
screening Q&A session with
Khanna. Leading artists and
executives from around the
world have showered praise
on the short film. Renowned
actor Shabana Azmi said the
movie "stays with you long
after you've watched it" and
Amma "is the epitome of
strength and determination."
Prominent actor Anupam
Kher said "you are never too
old to pursue your dreams as
long as you have the courage
and determination." Former
PepsiCo CEO Indra Nooyi
said the movie is a "necessary
reminder to girls and women
everywhere of the power of
hope. I was moved to tears."

Under his Feed India' cam-
paign, Khanna had distrib-
uted millions of meals and es-
sential supplies across India
during the first wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic and
worked round-the-clock to
mobilise and transport thou-
sands of oxygen concentra-
tors, fire-resistant PPE kits
and other essential supplies
as the pandemic ravaged
across his homeland. Khanna
hopes that the one step that
Amma took at the age of 96 to-
wards a school will herald in
hope and possibilities for mil-
lions of young girls in India
and beyond to fulfill a similar
dream that Amma harbored
for decades - that of a good ed-
ucation.

Chef Vikas Khanna aims to bring 5 million girls back to school
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Appointment

New Delhi:

Metropolis Healthcare
said it has appointed
Surendran
Chemmenkotil as the
Chief Executive
Officer, with effect
from January 2, 2023.
Chemmenkotil will be
joining Metropolis
from Airtel Networks
Ltd, Nigeria, where he
worked as Managing
Director and Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO). "I believe that
Surendran is the right
candidate to deliver
the next phase of
growth and ensure
sustainable value cre-
ation for stakehold-
ers," Metropolis
Healthcare Managing
Director Ameera Shah
said in a statement.

Over-subscribed
New Delhi: The
fourth tranche of
Bharat Bond ETF,
India's first corporate
bond exchange traded
fund, was subscribed
2.8 times with the total
collection exceeding
Rs 2,800 crore, DIPAM
Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said.
The new fund offer of
the ETF which was
open from December
2-8 had a base issue
size of Rs 1,000 crore,
with a greenshoe op-
tion of retaining over-
subscription of Rs
4,000 crore. "The April
2033 issue of Bharat
Bond ETF has been
oversubscribed 2.8
times against the base
issue size of Rs 1,000
cr. The total collection
has crossed Rs 2,800
crore," Pandey tweet-
ed. The funds raised
would be utilised for
undertaking capital
expenditures by pub-
lic sector enterprises.

Digital India Bill 

New Delhi: After the
draft data protection
bill, the government is
now all set to bring an-
other key legislation --
Digital India Bill --
that will be made
available for public
consultation by the
month-end, Minister
of State for IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said.
The Digital India Bill,
which will replace the
22-year old
Information
Technology (IT) Act,
will be contemporary
and a modern piece of
legislation, the
Minister promised.

Privatisation bids
New Delhi: The dead-
line to submit prelimi-
nary bids for IDBI
Bank privatisation is
likely to be extended
by almost a month till
early January, a gov-
ernment official said
on Friday. The govern-
ment and LIC together
are looking to sell a
60.72 per cent stake in
IDBI Bank, and the
last date for submit-
ting an Expression of
Interest (EoI) or pre-
liminary bids is
December 16.
Transaction advisors
have received a few re-
quests for an extension
of the deadline. Since
foreign investment
bankers would not be
working due to year-
end holidays, the dead-
line would be extend-
ed, the official said.

New Delhi, Dec 10:  

A day after the RBI
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director
Uday Kotak said the cen-
tral bank may go for one
more rate hike to bring in-
flation below its upper tol-
erance level of 6 per cent.

Yesterday, the RBI indi-
cated that it wants infla-
tion to be within the band
first and then move to-
wards the target of 4 per
cent, Kotak said at the CII
Global Economic Policy
Summit 2022. "My sense is
that there could be one
more rate hike and that
may be the time for think-
ing about a pivot, but we
got to watch very closely
the data, and maybe
around 6.5 per cent as it

looks today, subject to
what happens to the world,
subject to what happens to
oil, subject to what hap-
pens to many other
things," he said. Kotak fur-
ther said the US Federal
Reserve's decision on in-
terest rates this month
will be a signal for other
central banks. "I think that
is going to be a very cru-
cial signal about what is
the interest rate trajectory
in the largest market and

the largest pool of money
in the world, which is the
US," he said. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
Wednesday hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points
to 6.25 per cent, the fifth
straight increase since
May. In all, the RBI has
raised the benchmark rate
by 2.25 per cent since May
this year.

On the potential of the
Indian economy, Kotak
said the country has be-
come the fifth largest in
the world at about USD 3.2
trillion and has huge po-
tential. There are opportu-
nities to move up the lad-
der, to be among the top
three in the world, and its
realisation would depend
on certain metrics, includ-
ing economic perform-
ance in terms of absolute
GDP and absolute per

capita income instead of
the PPP comparison, he
said.

To develop world class
Indian companies, he
stressed on the need to
build scale in manufactur-
ing based on cutting edge
product innovation and
developing IP rights
rather than depending on
arbitrage alone to secure
an advantage. Speaking at
the event, Bajaj Finserv
Managing Director Sanjiv
Bajaj said credit needs to
be given to the govern-
ment for continuous and
consistent investment
from their side in public
infrastructure. While the
aspect of developing new
manufacturing capacities
holds promise, its realisa-
tion would depend on exe-
cution of policies, Bajaj
noted.

RBI may effect one more
rate hike; repo rate may

rise to 6.5 pc: Uday Kotak

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

With 2022 turning out to
be the best ever year in
terms of sales, luxury car-
maker BMW India expects
volume to remain robust in
2023 as well as it looks to
drive in multiple products,
including electric sedan i7.
The carmaker, which sells
products under BMW and
Mini brands in the car seg-
ment and bikes under BMW
Motorrad, is all set to intro-
duce eight products over the
next eight weeks in the coun-
try. "For us, we believe it
(sales momentum) will
carry on for sure. We got fan-
tastic products coming next

year as well. We are starting
with eight big launches with
three being super big prod-
ucts, so I am very confident.
We will grow in a very

strong way in 2023 as well,"
BMW Group India President
Vikram Pawah told PTI in
an interaction. He was reply-
ing to a query whether the

company would be able to
maintain sales growth next
year as well. Pawah noted
that the domestic car market
is witnessing a positive
phase and is expected to
carry forward to 2023 as well.
"People are looking at buy-
ing cars they have always
dreamt of..families are look-
ing at driving (for) holi-
days..so all this will help
carry forward the momen-
tum," he said. There were
some economic challenges
in terms of inflation and ris-
ing interest rates but those
could be overcome with new
products and the traction
that is already there in the
market, Pawah noted.

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

The number of benefici-
aries of the Rs 6,000 per
year cash doles given to
farmers under the PM-
KISAN scheme has in-
creased from 3.16 crore at
the inception in 2018 to
8.42 crore now,
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar in-
formed the Rajya Sabha.
Under the PM-KISAN
scheme, the Centre pays
Rs 6,000 per year in three
equal instalments. The
scheme was launched in
February 2019 but was
made applicable from
December 2018. According
to the written information
provided by Tomar in
reply to a question, the
number of beneficiaries
peaked at 10.45 crore dur-
ing April-July this year
when the 11th instalment
under the scheme was
paid. So far, 8.42 crore

farmers have received the
12th instalment during
this fiscal's second cycle
that began in August. It
was not clear whether all
eligible beneficiaries have
been paid the 12th instal-
ments. "The number of
beneficiaries under PM-
KISAN Scheme has in-
creased from 3.16 crore in
the 1st period (December
2018 March 2019) to 8.42
crore in the 12th
period(August 2022
November 2022)," Tomar
said in the written reply to
the Rajya Sabha.

As per the data, the
number of beneficiaries
in the first instalment
stood at over 3.16 crore.

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari  said he is an avid
foodie and the first serious
thought that comes to his
mind in the evenings is
where and what to eat. The
road transport and high-
ways minister further said
there has not been any re-
duction in his intention of
having food but the quanti-
ty of his consumption has
reduced. "I am fond of
food. The first thing I
think seriously after 7 o'-
clock in the evening is to
eat in which hotel and
what food to eat," the min-
ister said while speaking
at 'Agenda Aaj Tak' event.
Gadkari added that he is a
vegetarian and has gone to

many hotels. "Khane ki
neeyat mein kami nahin
aayi hae, par khane mein
aayi hae (there has been
no reduction in the inten-
tion to eat, though the food
intake has reduced)," the
minister added. The min-
ister also advised people to

think about their health
first, "as health is wealth."
Gadkari further said if
Tesla founder Elon Musk
wants to manufacture in
India, then he is welcome.

"If the manufacturing
happens in China than in
India, they will not get
concession for marketing.
If they do manufacturing
in India, in any state, then
they will be benefited," the
minister stressed.
American electric car-
maker Tesla, which has
been seeking reduction in
import duties to sell its ve-
hicles in India, will not
manufacture its products
locally unless it is allowed
to first sell and service its
cars in the country, Musk
had earlier said.

Number of beneficiaries
under PM-KISAN rises to

8.42 cr: Tomar
̈ More than Rs 2 lakh cr

paid so far

Mumbai, Dec 10: 

India's foreign exchange
reserves soared by USD 11.02
billion to reach USD 561.162
billion for the week ended
December 2, Reserve Bank
data showed on Friday. This is
the fourth consecutive week of
rise in the reserves. In the pre-
vious reporting week, the
overall reserves had grown by
USD 2.9 billion to USD 550.14
billion. For the week ended
November 11, the forex kitty
had jumped by USD 14.72 bil-
lion in its second fastest week-
ly acceleration ever. In
October 2021, the country's
foreign exchange kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The reserves
have been declining as the
central bank deploys the kitty
to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly by
global developments. Foreign
currency assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall
reserves, increased by USD
9.694 billion to USD 496.984
billion during the week to
December 2, according to the
Weekly Statistical Supplement
released by the RBI on Friday.

Forex kitty soars

USD 11 bn to USD

561.16 billion

I am fond of food: Gadkari BMW expects sales momentum to continue
next year; lines up 8 launches

The display of BMW ‘MINI Countryman’, in New Delhi, Saturday, Dec. 10.

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

The net inflow in equity
mutual funds plunged 76
per cent to Rs 2,258 crore in
November over the preced-
ing month amid a sharp up
move in the stock market
that made investors wary
of higher valuation. This
also marks the 21st straight
month of inflows into equi-
ty schemes. Overall, the
mutual fund industry reg-
istered net inflows of Rs
13,263 crore in November,
slightly lower from Rs
14,045 crore seen in the pre-
vious month, data released
by the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(Amfi) showed.

Apart from equity, debt-
oriented mutual fund
schemes witnessed a net
infusion of Rs 3,668 crore
during the period under re-
view after withdrawing Rs
2,818 crore in the preceding
month. Other schemes --
index funds, gold ex-
change-traded funds

(ETFs), other ETFs and
Fund of funds investing
overseas -- saw an inflow of
Rs 10,394 crore. This was
mainly driven by index
funds, which contributed
Rs 8,602 crore alone.
However, gold ETFs wit-
nessed a net withdrawal of
Rs 195 crore. As per the
data, equity mutual funds
attracted Rs 2,258 crore in
November, much lower
than Rs 9,390 crore inflow
registered in the preceding

month. Experts believe
that the decline in inflows
in equities funds could be
attributed to the sharp
surge in the stock markets
that made investors wary
of higher valuations.
Equity schemes have been
witnessing net inflow since
March 2021. Before this,
these schemes had wit-
nessed outflows for eight
months from July 2020 to
February 2021, losing Rs
46,791 crore.

Equity mutual funds' inflow
drops 76 pc to Rs 2,258 cr in Nov

N.S.Venkatesh, Chief Executive, Association of Mutual Funds in
India addresses the 14th Mutual Fund Summit 2022' in Kolkata,
Saturday, Dec.10.

Mumbai, Dec 10: 

Simpolo Ceramics is the
fastest-growing premium
brand in the ceramic in-
dustry in India. The brand
has grown leaps and
bounds by offering stun-
ning designs of the best
quality to its consumers.
Simpolo is inspired by the
Italian ceramic market and
is the first ceramic brand
to take an initiative to cre-
ate tiles made with latest
cutting-edge technologies.
Simpolo Ceramics expands
its business and launches
its 100th Gallery in
Karnataka (Vijayapura) in
an area of over 5400 sq. ft.
On the grand opening of
the showroom Mr. Bharat
Aghara (CMO) shared
Simpolo is planning to
open 100 more showrooms
in important business cen-

ters in the next 2 years.
Simpolo focus on enhanc-
ing customer’s experience
which includes Live
Display Mockup and scan-
ning of QR code with im-
mediate visualization in
360-degree view of the
products, thus helping the
customer in finalization of
the product quickly.
Simpolo has the best-sell-
ing products of classy Dry
Granula (1200x2400),
styling & enriching Posh
Surface for Indoor Space
(1200x1800) & Kitchen Top
(790 x 3000) along with
Rockdeck series for
Outdoor Application in
16mm. Simpolo Vitrified,
founded in 2008, is one of
the market leaders in the
premium tiles segment in
India. The Simpolo Group
started in 1977, with the
roof tile products and en-

tered through Simpolo
brand in sanitaryware
business in 1991. Simpolo
now is engaged in the busi-
ness of designing, manu-
facturing, supplying and
distributing wide range of
premium products in tiles
and sanitaryware segment.
The company offers its
products to builders, archi-
tects and home owners,
both in India and outside
India through a network of
over 1100 dealers with ex-
port to over 50 countries.
Simpolo has always been
industry leader in intro-
ducing the latest technolo-
gy in the Indian market
with high quality stan-
dards and has the best-in-
class manufacturing facili-
ties in Morbi, Gujarat.
Company has managed to
create a strong brand recall
in the mind of consumers.

Simpolo opens its 100th Showroom

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

It would be "injudicious"
for state governments to
give up the new pension
scheme which was imple-
mented after much deliber-
ations, and such a move
would put them under "dif-
ficulties and duress", 15th
Finance Commission
chairman N K Singh said.
The new pension scheme
was adopted after extensive
debate and deliberations,
Singh said on the sidelines
of an event organised by in-
dustry body CII.

Political parties such as
Congress and AAP are
promising voters to switch
to the old pension scheme.
In some states like
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, Congress
has already reverted to the
old pension scheme, while
AAP has promised the
same in Punjab. In the re-
cently concluded state leg-
islative election at
Himachal Pradesh, rever-
sion to the old pension
scheme was a major poll

promise by the Congress
party, which got majority
seats in the results declared
on Thursday. When asked
about states reverting to
the old pension scheme,
Singh said: "It is an injudi-
cious step to give up the
new pension scheme and to
go back and adopt the old
pension scheme." This was
debated very carefully dur-
ing the earlier government
and former prime minister
Manmohan Singh was one
of the votaries, he said. "My
colleague Montek Singh
Ahluwalia has commented
extensively on the subject
that it will be a fiscal disas-
ter for the state to go back
from the new pension
scheme and adopt the old
pension scheme," he said.

Injudicious for states to shift to
old pension scheme: N K Singh

Bengaluru, Dec 10: 

The 17th edition of Myntra's
biannual End of Reason Sale
(EORS), India's largest fashion
shopping carnival is set to
bring millions of fashion afi-
cionados in the country, on-
trend looks from across the
globe. This edition of EORS is
bigger with a 70% higher
style count than the previous
winter edition, raising the bar
with over 17 lakh styles across
6000+ popular domestic and
international brands on offer,
and is being held from the 10
to 16 of December ’22. The 7-
day event is poised to provide
unmatched offers across cate-
gories like winter wear, party
wear, ethnic wear, beauty and
personal care (BPC), and
home and lifestyle, among
others and is expected to
cater to ~5 million unique cus-
tomers across the country.
What should shoppers look
out for? Consumers can
choose from an extensive
selection of fashion, lifestyle,
home decor, beauty and per-
sonal care (BPC) products at
sharp value offers and

unprecedented prices, from
leading brands like USPA,
Lakme, Dorothy Perkins,
boohoo, Nasty Gal, H&M,
MASIC, Anomaly, Etude, Levis,
Louis Phillipe, Kenneth Cole,
Nike, Puma, Adidas, Boat, Red
Tape, HRX, Baggit, Lavie,
Anouk, Vishudh, Mamaearth,
MAC, Benefit, Bath and Body
Works, among others.  Some
of the key category highlights
include the Sports segment,
with about 2000+ brands
across footwear and apparel
on offer, followed by the BPC
segment, which will host
1400+ brands at never-before
prices, offering more than 70K
styles, including incredible
offers on Maybelline and
Lakme, buy 1 get 1 offer on
brands like Nivea and WOW.
In addition, premium brands
like MAC, Kama Ayurveda,
and Forest Essentials are also
giving free gifts and other
exciting offers to engage
shoppers. New launches in the
segment that are set to capti-
vate consumers include, lead-
ing brands such as Anomaly,
MASIC, Freeman, and Etude,
among others. 

Myntra’s EORS-17 is live with
a whopping 17 lakh styles 

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

The trade deficit, differ-
ence between import and
exports, between India
and China has touched
USD 51.5 billion during
April-October this fiscal,
Parliament was informed
on Friday. The deficit dur-
ing 2021-22 had jumped to
USD 73.31 billion as com-
pared to 44.03 billion in
2020-21, according to the
data provided by com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal in a writ-
ten reply to the Rajya
Sabha.

According to the data,
imports during April-
October this fiscal stood at
USD 60.27 billion, while ex-
ports aggregated at USD

8.77 billion. He said that
the merchandise exports
from India to China have
increased from USD 11.93
billion in 2014-15 to USD
21.26 billion in 2021-22,
showing an increase of
78.2 per cent over the last
six years. Imports from
China, on the other hand,
have increased from USD
60.41 billion in 2014-15 to
USD 94.57 billion in 2021-
22.

"The trade deficit with
China in 2004-05 was USD
1.48 billion, which in-
creased to USD 36.21 bil-
lion in 2013-14, an increase
of 2,346 per cent. Against
this massive increase, the
trade deficit with China
has since increased by
only 100 per cent to USD

73.31 billion in 2021-22,"
Goyal said. He informed
that most of the goods im-
ported from China are cap-
ital goods, intermediate
goods and raw materials
and are used for meeting
the demand of fast ex-
panding sectors like elec-
tronics, telecom and power
in India. "The rise in im-
port of electronic compo-
nents, computer hardware
and peripherals, telephone
components, etc. can be at-
tributed to transforming
of India into a digitally
empowered society and a
knowledge economy.
India's dependence on im-
ports in these categories is
largely due to the gap be-
tween domestic supply
and demand," he added.

India, China trade deficit at USD 51.5 billion
during April-October this fiscal

Go First to operate 42
weekly flights from
Goa’s new airport

Mumbai, Dec 10: 

Domestic carrier Go First on

Friday said it will operate 42

direct flights per week, connect-

ing Mumbai, Hyderabad and

Bengaluru from the new interna-

tional airport at Mopa in North

Goa. The airline's operations

from the existing airport at

Dabolim in the Southern part of

the state will also continue, Go

First said in a statement. The

Wadia Group airline currently

operates 65 non-stop weekly

flights to and from Dabolim air-

port to key destinations in the

country. Developed by the GMR

Airports Ltd through its sub-

sidiary GMR Goa International

Airport Limited (GGIAL) on

design, build, finance, operate

and transfer (DBFOT) basis, the

state's second airport is set to be

inaugurated by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Sunday. 
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Malaika Arora for beau Arjun Kapoor: ‘I’m not ruining his life’
Malaika Arora finally got

candid about her love life
with actor Arjun Kapoor and
said that she is not ruining his
life by dating him in the latest
episode of 'Moving In with
Malaika'. In the latest episode of
her reality show, Malaika chan-
nelled her inner stand-up comic

and talked about being targeted
over the way she walks, her
divorce with Arbaaz Khan and
relationship with Arjun. She
even cracked jokes on her sister
Amrita Arora and friend Anusha
Dandekar. Malaika spoke about
Arjun at length and said that she
is not ruining his life by dating

him. She said: "And unfortunate-
ly not only am I old, I am also
dating a younger man. I mean I
have guts. I mean I am ruining
his life, right? I am not ruining
his life." "It's not like he was
going to school and he couldn't
focus on studies and I told him
to come with me.

Vicky confesses his

eternal love for Kat

on 1st wedding

anniversary

As they complete one year
of marital bliss, star cou-

ple Vicky Kaushal and Katrina
Kaif wished each other on
social media by posting never-
seen-before wedding pictures.
Vicky shared a string of pic-
tures on his Instagram and
confessed his ever growing
love for Katrina. He wrote in
the caption: "Time flies... but
it flies in the most magical
way with you my love. Happy
one year of marriage to us. I
love you more than you can
ever imagine." Katrina too
shared a slew of images from
the wedding, which took place
in Rajasthan last year.
She wrote: "My ray of light.
Happy one year."
Vicky and Katrina tied the
knot on December 9, 2021 at
Six Senses Resort, Fort
Barwara in Sawai Madhopur,
Rajasthan. On the acting front,
Vicky awaits the release of
'Govinda Naam Mera', which
also stars Kiara Advani and
Bhumi Pednekar. Katria will be
seen in 'Tiger 3' alongside
Salman Khan.



Could have got to
300: Ishan Kishan

Chattogram: The
diminutive Ishan

Kishan was delighted to
score the fastest double
hundred in ODI cricket
history but rued about
missing out on a golden
opportunity to become the
first triple centurion in the
format. Playing only his
10th ODI, the 24-year-old
displayed fearless batting
as he shattered Chris
Gayle's record of fastest
(138 balls) double century
in the format when he
took just 126 balls to the
milestone. India posted a
huge 409 for eight. He was
out for 210 in the 36th over
of the Indian innings. "I
got out with 15 (14.1) overs
left. I could have got 300
also," Kishan told the
broadcasters 'SonyLiv' at
the innings break. The
Jharkhand left-hander be-

came the fourth Indian
batter to score a double
hundred. Indian skipper
Rohit Sharma has scored
it thrice including his
highest ODI score of 264
while Sachin Tendulkar
and Virender Sehwag have
scored once each.

"I am blessed to hear my
name between such leg-
ends. The wicket was too
good to bat on. My intent
was very clear -- if the ball
is there, I'll go for it," he re-
vealed about his strategy.
His record-breaking knock
came in the company of
Virat Kohli and Kishan
credited the star India bat-
ter to "calm him down"
when he was approaching
his maiden century. "I was
batting with Virat bhai,
and he was spot on with
which bowlers I needed to
select [to target].
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Chattogram, Dec 10 (PTI):

Ishan Kishan smashed
the fastest double hundred
in the history of ODI
cricket as India beat
Bangladesh by 227 runs in
the inconsequential third
and final match here on
Saturday.

Put in to bat, Kishan
blasted 210 off 131 balls,
while Virat Kohli (113) also
slammed his first ODI
hundred since August,
2019 to power India to a
massive 409 for 8.

Kishan, who came into
the side in place of an
injured Rohit Sharma,

slammed as many as 24
fours and 10
maximums.

Washington
Sundar also

chipped in
with 37 to
take the
team past

the 400-mark. In reply,
Bangladesh were all out
for 182 in 34 overs with
Shakib Al Hasan top-scor-
ing with a 50-ball 43 for the
hosts.

Shardul Thakur (3/30)
did most of the damage,
while Axar Patel (2/22)
and Umran Malik (2/43)
claimed two wickets each.

For Bangladesh, Ebadot
Hossain (2/80), Shakib Al
Hasan (2/68), Taskin
Ahmed (2/89), Mehidy
Hasan Miraz (1/76) and
Mustafizur Rahman (1/66)
were among wickets.

India beat Bangladesh by 227
runs in 3rd ODI, lose series 1-2

Lusail, Dec 10 (AP):

Lionel Messi started the
match by delivering anoth-
er soccer clinic. The
Argentina superstar
ended it sporting a blood-
ied top lip, shouting abuse
to opponents and even
blasting the referee. And of
course there were goals,
too, for one of the greats of
the game whose bid to win
the World Cup for the first
time is still on track.

Messi is heading to the
semifinals with Argentina
after a chaotic penalty-
shootout victory over
Netherlands that had just
about everything on
Friday. Argentina took a 2-
0 lead, conceded an equal-
izer in the 11th minute of
second-half stoppage time
to send the match to extra

time at 2-2, and then won
the shootout 4-3 amid a
deafening noise inside
Lusail Stadium.

Messi, who scored a
penalty in regulation time,
converted his penalty in
the shootout while goal-
keeper Emiliano Mart nez
made two saves to help
Argentina secure a semifi-
nal match against Croatia,
which beat Brazil earlier
Friday.

After Lautaro Martinez
scored the clinching penal-
ty, Messi with his arms
outstretched sprinted to-
ward the goalkeeper, who
had fallen to the ground to
the side of the goal, and
lay on top of him. "We had
to suffer," Messi said, "but
we got through." Messi
did, especially, in an often
violent match that fea-

tured 17 yellow cards a
record for a World Cup
match two of which went
to Netherlands defender
Denzel Dumfries, leading
to him getting sent off
after the game. Argentina
coach Lionel Scaloni
called the game "ugly" and
Messi was critical of the
Spanish referee, Antonio
Mateu, saying: "I don't
think he was up to the
standard. He was very
harmful for us."

In a side of Messi rarely
seen, he also broke off
from his post-match inter-
view on the field to shout
abuse at the scorer of the
Netherlands' two goals,
Wout Weghorst. "What are
you looking at, stupid?"
Messi was heard saying.

Messi and his team-
mates hung around on the

field for 20 minutes at the
end, taking turns dancing
and jumping up and down
in front of Argentina's cel-
ebrating, scarf-waving
fans. Messi said the late
Diego Maradona was look-
ing over the team. "Diego
is watching us from heav-
en," Messi said of the for-
mer Argentina captain
and coach who died two
years ago. "He is pushing
us. I hope it stays like that
until the end."

It is only the second
time Argentina has
reached the last four since
1990. In 2014, Messi was
part of the team that lost
to Germany in the final
and he looks in the mood
to get there again in a tour-
nament that he is turning
into his own personal
highlight reel.

Messi’s Argentina beat
Netherlands on penalties

Argentina
players celebrate

at the end of the World
Cup quarterfinal soccer

match between the
Netherlands and Argentina,

at the Lusail Stadium in
Lusail, Qatar, Saturday,

Dec. 10.

IInnddiiaa:: 409 for 8 in 50 overs
(Ishan Kishan 210, Virat
Kohli 113; Shakib Al Hasan
2/68).
BBaannggllaaddeesshh:: 182 all out in
34 overs (Shakib Al Hasan
43; Shardul Thakur 3/30).

Brief Score

Al Rayyan, Dec 10 (AP):

Croatia knocked Brazil
out of the World Cup on
Friday, beating the five-
time champions 4-2 in a
penalty shootout to reach
the semifinals for the sec-
ond straight time.

Croatia goalkeeper
Dominik Livakovic saved
a penalty attempt by
Rodrygo and Marquinhos
later hit the post.

The match had fin-
ished 1-1 after extra time,
with both goals coming
in the additional 30 min-
utes. Neymar scored late
in the first half of extra
time to give Brazil the

lead, but Croatia equal-
ized when Bruno
Petkovic scored in the
117th.

Neymar's goal moved
him into a tie with Pel as
Brazil's all-time leading
scorer with 77 goals.

Croatia will next face
either Argentina or the
Netherlands to try to re-
turn to the World Cup
final four years after los-
ing the title to France.

Five of Croatia's last
six matches at World
Cups have gone to extra
time, including in its
penalty shootout win
over Japan in the round
of 16 in Qatar. The team

has been successful in
eight of its last 10 knock-
out matches at the tour-
nament.

Brazil was trying to re-
turn to the semifinals for
the first time since 2014.
The team hadn't made it
to the last four since host-
ing the tournament eight
years ago, when the
Selecao was embarrassed
by Germany 7-1.

Brazil was trying to de-
feat a European opponent
in the knockout stage of
the World Cup for the
first time since the 2002
final against Germany,
when the team won for
the last time.

Croatia beats Brazil on penalties, enter semis

Players of Croatia celebrate after qualifying to the next round after defeating Brazil in the penalty
shoot-out of the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football match between Croatia and Brazil at
Education City Stadium in Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI):

Ushering in a new era in
country's sports administra-
tion, the legendary PT Usha
was on Saturday elected as
the first woman president of
Indian Olympic Association
(IOA).

The 58-year-old Usha, a
multiple Asian Games gold
medallist and fourth place
finisher in the 1984 Los
Angeles Olympics 400m hur-
dles final, was declared elect-
ed unopposed for the top post
in the polls. The elections
were held under the supervi-
sion of Supreme Court-ap-
pointed retired SC judge L
Nageswara Rao. The eleva-
tion of Usha to the top job
marked an end to the long

drawn crisis in the faction-
ridden IOA, which was
warned of a possible suspen-
sion by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) if
elections are not held this
month. The polls were origi-
nally due to be held in
December 2021. Usha's
anointment to the top post
was a forgone conclusion late
last month after she emerged
as the lone candidate for the
top post. Nobody was willing
to fight against Usha, who
was nominated to the Rajya
Sabha by the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party in
July. Double Olympic medal-
list shuttler PV Sindhu, who
is a member of the IOA
Athletes Commission, con-
gratulated Usha on her his-
toric appointment. "First I
would like to congratulate
Ma'am (Usha). She herself is
a legend in athletics. She is
also an MP right now and so I
think right now this is some-
thing new for the sport. She
will definitely do well and I
wish her all the very best,"
Sindhu told reporters.

PT Usha becomes first
woman IOA president

Multan, Dec 10 (AP):

England is well placed to
set another difficult target
for Pakistan on a turning
wicket in the second test de-
spite spinner Abrar Ahmed
completing a 10-wicket haul
on his debut on Saturday.

Half centuries by Harry
Brook (74 not out) and Ben
Duckett (79) led England to
202-5 an overall lead of 281
runs on Day Two after
Pakistan had crumbled for
202 in the first session.

The bespectacled Ahmed,
24, bagged 7-114 to limit
England's aggressive bat-
ters to 281 in the first in-
nings before Pakistan col-
lapsed by losing seven wick-
ets for 37 runs.

Ahmed then took 3-81 in
England's second innings
and also ran out Zak
Crawley with a direct throw
to become the second
Pakistani to claim a 10-
wicket haul on his test
debut.

Duckett followed his first
innings half-century with

another gritty knock before
he was clean bowled by
Ahmed in the last session
off a delivery which kept
low and skidded through.

Brook continued a rich
vein of form, following his
belligerent 153 and 87 in the
first test with an unbeaten
half century as England
looked to challenge

Pakistan again after suc-
cessfully defending a target
of 343 in the opening test.
Pakistan's batters stumbled
against the left-arm spin of
Jack Leach and impressive
reverse swing bowling by
all three England fast
bowlers before Faheem
Ashraf and Ahmed added
23 for the last wicket.

Brook and Duckett put England
on top against Pakistan

England's captain Ben Stokes (R) and teammate Harry Brook walk
back to the pavilion at the end of the second day of the second
cricket Test match.

Adelaide, Dec 10 (AP):

Pace bowler Scott
Boland took three wickets
in an over on Saturday to
put Australia in command
of the second cricket test
against West Indies.

Australia bowled out
West Indies for 214 on Day
3 before declaring its sec-
ond innings on 199-6 early
in the last session, setting
the visitors a target of 497
to win with more than two
days remaining in the day-
night match at the
Adelaide Oval.

Boland (3-9) then en-
tered the attack in the
sixth over and snared
three second-innings
wickets without conceding
a run to have the tourists
reeling on 15-3.

He took a wicket with
his first ball, having skip-
per Kraigg Brathwaite (3)
caught behind with a de-
livery that straightened.

Boland also trapped
Shamarh Brooks (0) lbw
with a delivery that moved

back off the seam two
balls later and had
Jermaine Blackwood (0)
caught low at gully by
Cameron Green.

Left-arm paceman
Mitchell Starc (1-11)
picked up an unexpected
wicket when Tagenarine
Chanderpaul, after scor-
ing a watchful 17 from 28
balls, feathered a catch
down the legside to wicket-

keeper Alex Carey.
It was given not out by

the on-field umpire but the
Australians reviewed, de-
spite Starc and Carey
seemingly not convinced
there was an edge, and got
the reward as West Indies
slipped to 21-4 in the 9th
over. Devon Thomas and
Jason Holder each scored
eight to help West Indies
reach 38-4 at stumps.

Boland’s 3 wickets put Australia
in control against Windies

Australia's Scott Boland bowls during the third day of the second
cricket Test match between Australia and the West Indies at the
Adelaide Oval in Adelaide.

Kishan 

blasted

210
off 

131
balls
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Gentleman cadets celebrate during their passing out parade at the Indian Military
Academy (IMA), in Dehradun, Saturday.

JOY OF SUCCESS

Kochi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Saturday declared a seed
farm, located in Aluva
here, as the first carbon
neutral farm in the coun-
try. A significant reduction
in carbon emission has

helped the seed farm,
under the Agricultural
Department, achieve the
carbon neutral status, he
said making the announce-
ment. The total amount of
carbon emission from the
farm, located at Thuruthu
in Aluva, in the last one
year was 43 tons but its

overall procurement was
213 ton, he said. Compared
to the emission rate, as
many as 170 tons of more
carbon have been procured
at the farm, which helped
it to be declared as the first
carbon neutral seed farm
in the country, the Chief
Minister explained.

"Carbon neutral farms
will be set up in all 140
Assembly constituen-
cies...Efforts have already
been launched to make 13
farms in Kerala carbon
neutral," he said Carbon
neutral agricultural meth-
ods would be implement-
ed through women's
groups and such interven-
tions would be made in
the tribal sector as well,
Vijayan said.

Agartala, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Unakoti, the chiselled
Angkor Wat of the North-
East' region, is vying for a
UNESCO world heritage
tag with both the govern-
ment and ASI, working to
preserve the series of
Shaivite rock sculptures
in the northern part of the
state. Nestled in the
Raghunandan hills, about
180 km from here, Unakoti
is home to giant bas-relief
sculptures of the 8-9th cen-
tury carved out of a huge
hill.

"The structures of the
rock-cut sculptures are gi-
gantic and have distinct
mongoloid features and
display almost the same
mystical charm as the

spellbinding figures in the
Angkor Wat temple of
Cambodia. So call it the
Angkor Wat of North-
East," said Panna Lal Roy,
a well-known historical
writer of the state, who
has been studying the
sculptures for many years.

Unakoti means one less

than a crore (koti in
Bengali) and is a rock-cut
art that has suffered cen-
turies of neglect and due
to vagaries of weather,
many of the art facets now
stand degraded, he said.

After the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) adopted it as a

heritage site, the situation
has "slightly improved,
though a lot of work, in-
cluding substantial exca-
vation remains to be un-
dertaken", a government
official said, adding that
the Centre has approached
UNESCO to declare it as a
World Heritage Site.

The Centre has recently
granted Rs 12 crore to the
state for developing the
place as a major tourist
destination, but as the ASI
does not allow any activity
in the core area of the ar-
chaeological site, the offi-
cial claimed. The Tripura
government is developing
areas near the site to en-
courage tourists to visit
this treasure of the North
East, he said.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Climate change is knock-
ing on the doors and people
in poorer nations are going
to pay a "heavier price" for
the degradation of the en-
vironment President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Saturday and asserted that
society must now consider
the environmental dimen-
sion of justice.

In her address at an
event hosted here by the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to
mark Human Rights Day,
she also made a fervent ap-
peal that humans must
learn to treat nature and
biodiversity with dignity

and respect.
"I wonder what

would the animals
and trees around us
tell us if they could
speak. What would
our rivers say about
human history and
what would our cattle
say on the topic of
human rights.

We have trampled
on their rights for
long and now the re-
sults are before us,"
she said. Just as the
concept of human rights
exhorts society to consider
every human being as no
different, "we should treat
the whole living world and
its habitat with respect",

the President said, adding,
"We must learn, rather re-
learn to treat nature with
dignity. This is not only a
moral duty; let us remem-
ber it is necessary for our

own survival too."
Human Rights Day is ob-

served to commemorate
the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR).
It was approved and pro-
claimed by the United
Nations General Assembly
on December 10, 1948, as a
universally accepted value-
based document of under-
standing the importance of
the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights.

The theme of this year's
Human Rights Day is
'Dignity, Freedom, and
Justice for All'. This is
close to the ideals ex-
pressed in the Preamble of
India's Constitution,
Murmu said.
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‘Must consider environmental
dimension of justice now’

President Droupadi Murmu addresses
the Human Rights Day function at
Vigyan Bhavan, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Unakoti, ‘Angkor Wat of North-East’,
being pitched for world heritage tag

Kerala seed farm declared as first 
carbon neutral farm in the country



New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Students will be
able to get an under-
graduate 'honours'
degree after complet-
ing four years instead
of three, according to

new draft norms prepared
by the University Grants
Commission (UGC).

The draft 'curriculum
and credit framework for
four-year undergraduate
programmes' prepared in
accordance with National
Education Policy is likely
to be notified on Monday.

"Students will be able to
get a UG degree in three
years on completion of 120
credits (measured through
the number of academic
hours) and a UG honours
degree in four years on
completion of 160 credits.

"If they wish to go for a
research specialisation,
they will have to undertake

a research project in their
four-year course. This will
get them an Honours de-
gree with research speciali-
sation," the draft read.

"Students who have al-
ready enrolled and are pur-
suing a three-year UG pro-
gramme as per the existing

Choice Based Credit
System (CBCS) are eligible
to pursue a four-year un-
dergraduate programme.
The university may pro-
vide bridge courses (in-
cluding online) to enable
them to transition to the
extended programme," it

added. Currently, students
get an honours degree
after completing three
years of undergraduate
programmes. The FYUP
also allows multiple entry
and exit options for stu-
dents. If they leave before
three years, they will be al-
lowed to rejoin within
three years of their exit
and will have to complete
their degree within a stip-
ulated period of seven
years. The curriculum for
FYUP, as suggested in the
document, consists of
major stream courses,
minor stream courses,
courses from other disci-
plines, language courses,
skill courses, and a set of
courses on environmental
education, understanding
India, digital and techno-
logical solutions, health
and wellness, yoga educa-
tion, and sports and fit-
ness.

Snake 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A snake was
found in the cargo hold of
an Air India Express plane
after it landed at the
Dubai airport on Saturday
and aviation regulator
DGCA is probing the inci-
dent, according to a sen-
ior official. The B737-800
aircraft came from
Calicut, Kerala and the
passengers were safely
deplaned. The senior offi-
cial at the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said a snake was
found in the cargo hold of
the plane on arrival at the
Dubai airport and the air-
port fire services were
also informed.

Anticipatory bail
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Supreme
Court has granted antici-
patory bail to Amazon
Prime Video's India head
Aparna Purohit in FIRs
lodged over the web series
"Tandav". A bench of jus-
tices Sanjiv Khanna and M
M Sundresh granted the
relief after noting that
Purohit has been cooperat-
ing in the investigation.

Defamation case 
SShhiilllloonngg:: The Meghalaya
government has filed a
criminal defamation suit
against TMC spokesperson
Saket Gokhale for making
"deliberate, derogatory
and malicious" claims that
a state-owned tourism firm
misappropriated over Rs
630 crore funds. It also
called Gokhale a "habitual
offender" with a history of
making false allegations
against public personalities
and government officials.

Detained 
MMuummbbaaii:: A 17-year-old
boy has been detained for
allegedly raping a girl of
the same age after black-
mailing her with a selfie, a
Mumbai police official
said on Saturday. The girl
and boy are known to
each other and the latter
had clicked a selfie of the
duo kissing while cele-
brating her birthday in
Bandra's Carter Road area
on October 10, he said.
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Workers prepare a Santa Claus
statue ahead of the Christmas 

celebrations, in Kolkata, Saturday.
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New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Top Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment bureaucrats in-
cluding Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's deputy
secretary Saumya
Chaurasia and IAS officer
Sameer Vishnoi and some
coal traders allegedly
linked to them "used" their
relatives to create "bena-
mi" assets, the ED said on
Saturday as it attached
their properties worth
more than Rs 150 crore.

The federal probe
agency, in a statement, al-
leged that a "grand con-
spiracy" was hatched in

the natural resources-rich
state to perpetrate a coal
levy 'scam' in which Rs 540
crore has been "extorted"
over the last two years.

The ED launched a
money laundering investi-
gation into the alleged
scam in October after it
raided Vishnoi, an Indian
Administrative Service of-
ficer of the 2009 batch who
was working as the CEO of
the Chhattisgarh Infotech
Promotion Society (Chips).
He had earlier served as
the director of the geology
and mining department
and was the MD of
Chhattisgarh Mineral
Development Corporation
(CMDC) during the incum-
bent Congress government
led by Chief Minister

Baghel. It had undertaken
multi-city raids in
Chhattisgarh where it also
covered the premises of
the "main kingpin of the
scam" Suryakant Tiwari,
his relatives and a few
other coal traders.

The federal probe
agency issued a provision-
al order for the attachment
of some movable and 91
immovable properties like
flats, jewellery, coal wash-
eries and plots belonging
to the accused in the case,
on Friday under the crimi-
nal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The assets are worth a
total Rs 152.31 crore, the
Enforcement Directorate
said. The frozen assets in-

clude 65 properties belong-
ing to Suryakant Tiwari,
21 properties of
Chaurasia, a powerful bu-
reaucrat of the state ad-
ministrative service post-
ed in the Chief Minister's
Office (CMO), and five as-
sets of Vishnoi apart from
that of another coal busi-
nessman of Chhattisgarh,
Sunil Agarwal and some
others. These include, the
ED said, agriculture lands
measuring 63.38 acres in
Hirri, Potiya and Sevati in
Durg district, agriculture
lands measuring 10 acres
in Rasni and Arang in
Raipur and commercial
land measuring 12 acres
in Thakuraintola (Durg
district) and some farm-
houses.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Sexual abuse of children
remains a hidden problem
as there is a culture of si-
lence and therefore the
state must encourage fami-
lies to report abuse even
where the perpetrator is a
family member, Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
said on Saturday.

Speaking at a two-day na-
tional programme on the

Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, the CJI said it
is an unfortunate fact that
the criminal justice system
functions in a way that
sometimes compounds the

victims' trauma and the ex-
ecutive must therefore join
hands with the judiciary to
prevent this from happen-
ing.

"The long-lasting impli-
cations of child sexual
abuse make it imperative
for the state and other
stakeholders to create
awareness regarding the
prevention of child sexual
abuse and its timely recog-
nition and the remedy
available in law. Children
must be taught the differ-
ence between safe touch
and unsafe touch," CJI
Chandrachud said.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
stayed an order of the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT) to phase out all public
transport vehicles with BS-IV
(Bharat Stage) engines and
below in the next six months.

A bench of Justices S K
Kaul and Abhay S Oka issued
notice to the parties in the
case and sought their replies
on the appeal filed by the
West Bengal government.

The NGT in its order had
said the state government
must ensure that public
transport vehicles with BS-
IV engines and below are
phased out in six months so
that only BS-VI vehicles ply
in the state, including
Kolkata and Howrah, there-
after. "It is her (counsel for
the West Bengal govern-
ment) say that in terms of
the directions of this court in
order dated October 24, 2018,
no motor vehicle conforming

to the emission standard
Bharat Stage-IV was to be
sold or registered in the coun-
try with effect from April 1,
2020. "Thus, registrations
were carried out till that date
as permitted, and therefore
the 15-year period has to be
counted from the date of reg-
istration. Otherwise, it will
amount to making the vehi-
cles unusable in less than 15
years. Issue notice. In the
meantime, the operation of
the aforesaid direction is
stayed," the bench said.

The eastern bench of the
NGT had noted that a huge
number of private and com-
mercial vehicles older than
15 years was plying in
Kolkata and Howrah, which
was adding to the air pollu-
tion. The tribunal in its order
had said while phasing out
the old vehicles, a move to-
wards use of cleaner and
greener technology with the
introduction of Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) buses
and electric buses may be ex-
pedited.

MONEY  LAUNDERING SCAM

ED attaches properties over Rs 150 cr
̈ State Govt officers 

created ‘benami’ assets
in coal levy ‘scam’

Bhupendra Patel elected as
Gujarat CM for 2nd term

Gandhinagar, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Bhupendra Patel will
continue as the chief minis-
ter of Gujarat for a second
straight term with the
newly-elected Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) MLAs
electing him as the leader of
the legislative party at a
meeting here on Saturday.

After the meeting, Patel
met Governor Acharya
Devvrat at Raj Bhavan and
staked a claim to form a
government, two days after
the BJP won a record man-
date in the state elections by
winning 156 seats in the 182-
member House.

He will take oath as the
18th chief minister at a
function to be held at the
Helipad ground near the
new secretariat in
Gandhinagar on December
12, which will be attended
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah along
with chief ministers of
BJP-ruled states, the BJP
had said. Addressing a
press conference after the
legislative party meeting
held at state BJP headquar-
ters 'Kamalam', Patel said
the implementation of
promises made in the BJP's
poll manifesto, including
the implementation of the
Uniform Civil Code, will be
the priority of his govern-
ment.

"The newly-elected
MLAs met today at
'Kamalam,' where the pro-
posal to name Bhupendra

Patel as the chief minister
of Gujarat was unanimous-
ly approved," the BJP said
in a statement.

Patel's name was pro-
posed by MLA Kanu Desai
and supported by MLAs
Shankar Chaudhary,
Purnesh Modi, Manisha
Vakil, Raman Patkar and
party chief whip Pankaj
Desai. Senior BJP leaders

Rajnath Singh, B S
Yediyurappa and Arjun
Munda were present at the
meeting as the BJP's cen-
tral observers.

Patel said the state gov-
ernment and the BJP will
work effectively under the
guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

SShhiimmllaa:: Sukhwinder Singh
Sukhu who headed the
Congress campaign com-
mittee in Himachal Pradesh
will be the next chief minis-
ter, the party announced on
Saturday. Mukesh Agnihotri,
the leader of the opposition
in the outgoing Assembly,
will be the deputy chief
minister, the party said
after a meeting of the
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP). Sukhu, the 58-year-
old MLA from Nadaun in
Hamirpur district, was
elected the the CLP leader
and will take oath as chief
minister Sunday, the party
said. In a meeting Friday
evening, the MLAs had
unanimously passed a reso-
lution authorising the party
president to pick the legis-
lature party leader. The
Congress wrested power
from the BJP in the hill state
winning 40 of the 68 assem-
bly seats. The polling was

held on November 12 and
the results were declared
Thursday. Sukhu, a former
president of the Himachal
Pradesh Congress
Committee, is a four-term
legislator and is considered
close to party leader Rahul
Gandhi, they said.
He was known as a detrac-
tor of Congress veteran and
six-time chief minister
Virbhadra Singh, according
to the sources.

Sukhu to be next HP CM, 
Mukesh Agnihotri his deputy

Sexual abuse of children
remains hidden problem: CJI
̈ State must 

encourage families
to report abuse 
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Now get ‘honours’ degree in 4 years, not three

Delhi University will give an undergraduate 'honours' degree
even to the students opting for three years, Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh said. According to new norms prepared by the
University Grants Commission (UGC) in a draft, students will
now get an undergraduate honours degree only after complet-
ing a four-year course. These norms have been mentioned in a
draft titled 'Curriculum and credit framework for four-year
undergraduate programmes'. Likely to be notified on Monday,
the draft has been prepared in accordance with the National
Education Policy (NEP). While DU's new Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme (FYUP) has been implemented from
the academic year 2022-23, at least for this academic session
the university will follow a system approved by it its academic
bodies, Singh said.

‘DU will give UG ‘honours’ degree even 
to students opting for 3 years’

SC halts NGT order to
phase out public transport

vehicles below BS-IV
̈ In 6 months

Ink thrown at

Maha minister
Pune, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Ink was thrown at Maharashtra
Minister Chandrakant Patil in
Pimpri suburb of Pune on
Saturday for his alleged
remarks about Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar and Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule, police said. The police
have detained the man who
threw ink on Patil and further
investigation is underway,
Pimpri Chinchwad police com-
missioner Ankush Shinde said.
A video of the incident shows a
man throwing ink at the senior
BJP leader as he emerged out of
a building in Pimpri Chinchwad.
Security personnel around the
minister immediately caught
hold of the man.

Nagpur, Dec 10: 

Around 4,000 police personnel
from different units will be on
security duty in Nagpur during
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to the city on
Sunday, said officials on
Friday. Ahead of Modi's visit,
top police officials reviewed
security arrangements. The
police in the presence of
Special Protection Group
(SPG) personnel will conduct
route trails on Saturday, they
said. Modi will lay the founda-
tion stone and inaugurate proj-
ects worth Rs 75,000 crore dur-
ing his visit to the second capi-
tal of Maharashtra, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO) said in
a statement in New Delhi. The
PM will flag off the Vande
Bharat Express and launch
phase-I of the Nagpur Metro.
The statement said Modi will
also lay the foundation stone
of Nagpur Metro Phase-II,
inaugurate the first phase of
'Samruddhi Mahamarg', con-
necting Nagpur and Shirdi, and
dedicate to the nation an
AIIMS (All India Institute of
Medical Sciences) located in
the city's MIHAN area.

4,000 police 
personnel on duty 

̈ During PM’s visit 

Smriti Grih Nirman Sahkari
Sanstha election today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 10:
Election of the new
board of directors of
Smriti Grih Nirmal
Sahkari Sanstha is
scheduled to be held on
December 11. The elec-
tion process will be con-
ducted at the office of
Smriti Grih Nirman
Sahkari Sanstha in
Smriti Nagar.

Along with the panel
of incumbent President
Rajeev Choubey, anoth-
er panel led by Ganesh
Shankar Mishra is in
fray. Rajiv Choubey is

leading the Navnirman
Panel with other con-
testants including
Rajendra Kalsi, Devvrat
Choudhary, Sandeep
Choudhary, Rita
Tiwari, Amit
Deshmukh, SK
Madanlal, Surendra
Singh, Aarti Arora and
Laxmi Chaterjee.

Sahyog Panel led by
Ganesh Shankar
Mishra includes Manoj
Agrawal, Suresh
Agrawal, Tularam
Tondon, Prem Ranjan
Singh, Baldev Singh,
Sandhya Agrawal and
Shobha Dixit.

Another branch of Mahadev Book busted; three held
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  1100::  With the arrest
of three ruffians, police claimed
to have busted another branch
of Mahadev Book online cricket
betting racket. The accused
were earlier operating the
branch of Mahadev Book in
Shimla. After suffering losses,
they returned back to Bhilai
and were trying to sell the pan-
els of Mahadev Book by luring
the local contacts. Police seized
02 laptops, 01 tablet, 05 mobile
phones, 03 ATMs, 01 cheque
book from their possession.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Command and Control Centre
in Sector 6, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that they are

making sustained efforts to
curb online betting rackets
being operated through
Mahadev Book and other on-
line betting apps. Under the
supervision of ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv and CSP (Bhilai)
Nikhil Rakhecha (IPS), the
team of Bhilai Bhatti Police
Station is maintaining continu-
ous watch on the suspects and
the network of informers has
been activated to collect infor-
mation about the people in-
volved in such illegal activities. 

In this sequel, police re-
ceived a tip off regarding
some people who were sitting
at a park in Sector 01 and
were operating online betting
through laptop, tablet and
mobile phone. Police team

swung into action and round-
ed up the suspects at
Ambedkar Garden Sector 01.

On questioning, the sus-
pects gave their introduction
as Nikhil Mishra of Housing
Board Jamul, Vivek Shastri of
Sunder Vihar Colony and Amit

Singh of Camp 01. During sus-
tained interrogation, they
confessed involvement in on-
line betting. The accused dis-
closed that they had gone to
Ghanahatti in Shimla
(Himachal Pradesh) on
October 19, 2022 and had

taken a room in a hotel. They
paid a rent of Rs 2.5 lakh for a
month and operated Mahadev
Book Branch from there.
Through this branch, they run
a total of 06 panels. 

In the last one month, their
branch did a total turnover of
Rs 30 lakh in online betting.
After suffering losses, they
came back to Bhilai. Amit ne-
gotiated with a person of
Nagpur and was luring him to
purchase the Mahadev ID for
Rs 06 lakh. Police are collect-
ing evidence including bank
transactions, etc.

02 nos laptops, 01 tablet,
05 nos mobiles, 02 nos ATM
cards, 01 cheque book used in
the incident have been seized
from the possession of the ac-

cused.
The accused Nikhil Mishra

(19) son of Shailendra Mishra
a resident of EWS 1277,
Housing Board, Jamul; Vivek
Shastri (21) son of Angad
Shastri a resident of Sunder
Vihar Colony, Jamul; and
Amit Singh (27) son of
Karelal Singh a resident of
Road No 18, Camp 01,
Vaishali Nagar have been
booked under the provisions
mentioned in section 4(a) of
Gambling Act. 

Inspector Krishna Kumar
Kushwaha, ASI Nagendra
Banchor, Constable Ajay
Singh, Mohammad Shafiq,
Rajendra Bansod played a re-
markable role in arresting t
he accused.

Couple killed due to negligence of Construction Company

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 10:
Negligence on the part of
a construction company
caused two road mishaps
in Kumhari on the inter-
vening night of Saturday.
A couple was killed while
their daughter was fatally
injured in the first mishap.
One person suffered
minor injuries in the sec-
ond mishap.

The construction com-
pany had not placed any
barrier, stopper or diver-
sion sign on the half-built
flyover due to which a fam-
ily moving on a moped
took a wrong route and fell

off the flyover. The man
and his wife were killed in
this mishap while their
daughter has suffered fatal
injuries. After a few hours,
a car fell off the flyover
from the same dead end.
Fortunately, the driver es-
caped with minor injuries
as the airbags got deployed
immediately after the
crash.

Police have lodged an
FIR against the Contractor

on charges of culpable
homicide. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has ex-
pressed condolences on
the couple's death in the
road mishap. He directed
the concerned officers to
take stringent action
against the responsible
persons.

CSP (Chhawani)
Prabhat Kumar (IPS) in-
formed that the deceased
were Aajuram Dewangan

and his wife Nirmala
Dewangan, residents of
Changorabhata, Raipur.
The couple with their 12-
year-old daughter Annu
Dewangan had come to at-
tend a marriage at village
Janjgiri on their moped
bearing registration num-
ber CG04-NV-5125. Around
20:40 hrs, they were re-
turning back home on the
moped.

Near Kumhari Square,

they took the flyover route
as there was no barricade,
stopper or diversion sign.
Due to lack of street light-
ing arrangements, the
rider failed to assess the
dead end on the flyover
and the family fell off the
u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
bridge. On information, a
police team reached the
spot and the injured were
rushed to Government
Hospital in Kumhari.

Aajuram Dewangan and
his wife Nirmala
Dewangan were declared
brought-dead at the hospi-
tal. The child Annu
Dewangan was shifted to
AIIMS Raipur for better
treatment. Her condition
was stated to be out of
danger. After the mishap,
cops were placing barri-
cades on the other end of
the flyover when a car
driver made the same mis-
take and took the flyover
route.

He was also unable to
spot the dead end and the
car fell off the flyover. As
the airbags got deployed
on time after the crash, the
car driver escaped with
minor injuries. The victim
is Naveen Preetwani of
Avanti Vihar Raipur. He
was returning home after
attending a marriage in
Bhilai. His car bearing
registration number
CG04-NS-8449 was badly
damaged in the mishap.
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̈ Moped, car fall off
under construction
flyover in Kumhari

̈ FIR lodged against
contractor on
charges of culpable
homicide

Cement Concrete stoppers installed
The administration

swung into action
after the death of two
persons in a road acci-
dent in Kumhari on an
under-construction
flyover. Financial as-
sistance was provided
to the victim's family
immediately after the
incident. An offense
under section 337, 304
of IPC has been registered against the contractor company. As per
the instructions of Collector Pushpendra Kumar Meena, Dhamdha
SDM Brijesh Kshatriya gave necessary instructions to the officers
of NH Division regarding security measures on the flyover. His in-
structions were implemented immediately. 

Concrete Cement barricades have been installed at both ends of
the flyover and concrete wall barricading has been installed at all
four points. Along with this, instructions have been given to the of-
ficers of NH to deploy security guards on both ends of the flyover.
Instructions were given to remove the debris from the flyover
where the construction work has been completed. NH officials
have been instructed to complete the maintenance work of the
service road by December 20. SDM Kshatriya said that the Sub-
Divisional Officer of NH has been directed to repair the roads to
Station Chowk Kumhari, Dhamdha and Railway Station. He inter-
acted with the local public representatives, businessmen and com-
mon citizens and inspected the service road with them. NH officials
have been directed to start repair work immediately. The SDM di-
rected the officers of NH to report the progress on a daily basis.



All India Sikh Premier
League Cricket from Dec 16

Raipur, Dec 10: Shahid
Bhai Tharu Singh
Foundation is organising
the All India Sikh Cricket
Tournament from
December 16 to 25 under
Sikh Premier League at
Nachrani Memorial
Cricket Stadium near
Sherikhedi. Former
President of Chhattisgarh
State Cricket Sangh
(CSCS) and noted Social
Worker Baldeo Singh

Bhatia has extended best
wishes to the Organisers
for the tournament.
Providing the above infor-
mation in a statement
issued here, the
Organising Committee
member Trilochan Singh
Kale said that 44 qualify-
ing matches would be
held out of which 12
teams would be eligible in
League round of the All
India event.

PRSU team for All India Taekwondo
tournament declared

Raipur, Dec 10: Inter
College Taekwondo tour-
nament was organised
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh College in
association with Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University to select the
team for the all India Inter
University tournament.

Providing the above in-
formation, the Organising
Secretary Rupendra Singh
Chouhan informed that
Deepsikha, Reena Sahu,
Vaishali Bagh, Payal
Mahanand, Dineshwari,

Fiza Ali, Kritika Yadav,
Deepak Sahu, Sagar,
Sandeep Sahu, Md Arif,
Shubham Dewangan, Raj
Narayan, Himanshu Sahu
and Surya Prakash have
been selected in various
weight-categories for the
All India Tournament.
Manshia Kurre from
Chhattisgarh College has
emerged as Women
Individual champion
whereas Dinesh Sahu and
Shivani Vaishnav have
been selected for Mixed
Player team.

Two youth caught with
banned narcotic tablets
Raipur, Dec 10: Two
youth were caught with
banned narcotic tablets in
the area falling under juris-
diction of Tikrapara Police
Station. As many as 2160
strips of banned narcotic
tablets were recovered
from their possession. A
case was registered under
Narcotics Act against
them.

According to informa-
tion received from the po-
lice two youth were caught
selling banned narcotic
tablets near Sri Ram
Chowk at Kamal Vihar

Boriya Road here. Both the
youth were caught on the
tip off received from an in-
former.

During interrogation
they revealed their identity
as Gabbar alias Janak
Sahu and Jitendra Thakur
alias Tati. Both of them are
residents of Tikrapara.
During search police found
banned narcotic tablets
named Spasmo from a plas-
tic bag with them. After ar-
resting them police recov-
ered 2160 Spasmo tablets
from their possession from
their possession.

Union Telecom Secretary meets
Chief Secretary Amitabh Jain

Raipur, Dec 10: K.
Rajaraman, Secretary of
the Ministry of
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
Government of India.
During his visit to Raipur,
held a meeting with
Chhattisgarh Chief
Secretary. Amitabh Jain.
Chief Minister and
Additional Chief
Secretary of Department
of Electronics and
Information Technology
Subrat Sahoo participated
in the meeting. Chief
Secretary of Chhattisgarh
Mr. Amitabh Jain while
discussing the meeting
asked  to work on promo-
tion and publicity of
BSNL. It has also been in-
structed to encourage pub-
licity through new tools

like social media. K.
Rajaraman reviewed
Bharatnet project phase-1
and phase-2 in the meet-
ing. K. Rajarman said that
574 villages in
Chhattisgarh are yet to be
given connectivity, which
is targeted to be completed
by June 2023. During the

meeting Mr. K. Rajaraman
discussed 4G saturation
and said that more than 25
thousand villages in the
country do not have net-
work yet. including 1431
villages of Chhattisgarh.
The network will be ex-
panded by installing 646
new towers with priority

in the region. The current
policy is being upgraded
for 5G rollout in the state.
It is important to prepare
the roll out of 5G like:- 5G
portal in the farm, model
building in the in-building
exchanges. In the meeting,
Additional Chief
Secretary Mr. Subrat
Sahoo suggested that
Chhattisgarh’s “Yuva
Mitan” can be used to
speed up the 5G rollout in
Chhattisgarh. On this oc-
casion Mr. Ritesh
Agarwal, Chief Executive
Officer of Chips, Mr.
Amitabh Sharma, Chief
Executive Officer of Chips 

Additional Chief
Executive Officer, Mr.
Ajitesh Pandey, Deputy
Administrator of USOF
New Delhi, Mr. Sheel P.
Gautam, Chief General
Manager, Chhattisgarh
BSNL and officials of
Chips were present.

Indore Infoline Expo’s witnesses heavy rush on second day 

Raipur, Dec 10: The sec-
ond day of the Indore
Infoline Pvt Ltd at Science
College Ground saw large
number of visitors. The
visitors mainly comprised
the small and medium en-
trepreneurs of Raipur and
Chhattisgarh, who visited
the show to observe the lat-
est technologies for their
units. Large number of
business enquiries were
generated on Day 1 and 2
which has made the stall
owners happy, informed
RK Agrawal, Managing

Director, Indore Infoline
Expo. He said that exhibi-
tion has been organised to
bridge the gap between the
industrial buyer and seller.

120 Exhibitors from all
over India with the latest
machinery and technology
for industrial automation
are showcasing their prod-
ucts and services. Some of
the highlights are Control
Techniques India Pvt Ltd
the UK based company
with its headquarter at
Chennai which manufac-
tures variable frequency
device used in metal, ce-
ment and power indus-
tries, said Shashi Bhusan,
Regional Head of the com-
pany. The response at the
expo is excellent with large
number of people from in-

dustrial units visited our
stall and gave positive re-
sponse and we are expect-
ing more crowd on Sunday,
he added. Another stall the
Electrometer Devices
Manufactures Company
and Transect Industries
based in Raipur deals in
solar power plant and elec-
trical panel. We have re-
ceived good response from
our shortlisted clients. On
second day we have wit-
nessed heavy footfall and
rush at our stall and gener-
ated good inquiries. We are
very happy with the re-
sponse received at Indore
Info line Expo with target
audience. This is our 1st
experience with Indore
Info line which was excel-
lent, said Anirudh

Chandak.
RK Infraa the firm

which deals with industri-
al solution, panel manufac-
turing and EPC project
and manufactures panel,
cable tray and earthings.
Our firm RK Engineering
gives end solution in relay
testing, drives, switchgear,
motors, cables, LED lights,
material handling equip-
ments and industrial
cleaning equipments. This
is our 2nd year with Indore
Infoline expo and the re-
sponse is marvelous with
better arrangements. We
expect a better response on
Sunday and clients are
coming as per our expecta-
tions, said Rajan Shukla,
CEO.

MGA Globaltech Pvt Ltd

an ISO certified company
which gives complete solu-
tions for Industrial and
Home Automation and is
located at Urla, Raipur. A
startup company which
deals with automation in
Chhattisgarh. We supply
panel to brick manufactur-
ing units of Raipur for
which earlier they have to
depend on Mumbai,
Kolkata. The entire pro-
gramming and installation
is done by us. We have 4
stalls at Expo and getting
good response overall. We
have long term association
with Indore Infoline, said
Abhay Singh Thakur,
Marketing Manager.

Metal Power Analytical
Pvt Ltd the Mumbai based
company deals in
Spectrometer. We have all
range of Spectrometer
from lower limit to upper
limit. The company has
market share of 60-62 per
cent. We have arrived for
2nd time in the expo and
have got more than 100+
installations in
Chhattisgarh and 3000 plus
installations in India and
export to 25 plus countries
with branch office in
Singapore and Saudi.

Inter-school flower decoration 
competition held at Deshbandhu School

Raipur, Dec 10: Students
from different schools in
Raipur showcased their

creative skills through
some amazing flower dec-
orations during Kanan

Shukla Memorial Inter-
school Flower Decoration
Competition held at
Deshbandhu Higher
Secondary school premis-
es on December 10.

Apart from the stu-
dents of Deshbandhu
School, students from
Maharishi School,
Vishion Public School,
Ramakrishna Vidyalaya,
Mahavir School, KPS and
other schools participat-
ed. The students had put
their heart and soul in
making creative designs
with innovative tag lines
supporting each decora-
tion. It was a beautiful
display of creativity, sym-
metry and blend of
colours. One could not
miss out the interesting
captions added to their

artistic skills. The compe-
tition aimed at encourag-
ing creativity and aesthet-
ic sense amongst the par-
ticipants and showcasing
their innate abilities.

The neck and neck
competition gave the
judges a tough time to de-
clare the winner. Navneet
Makkar, Shikha
Viswakarma  and Ankita
Vishwakarma  clinched
first, second and  third po-
sition. The judges of the
competition were Mrs.
Aarti Dubey, Dr. Sonali
Channavar and Mrs.
Sunita Chansurya. The
incharge of the competi-
tion was Honey Lalwani.
Principal of the school,
Mr. Shishir Das, appreci-
ated the efforts of the stu-
dents.

Ryan Int’l School wins zonal 
carol singing competition 

Raipur, Dec 10: The pur-
pose of our life on this
earth is to be a messenger
of peace, hope and joy.
Chairman Dr. A. F. Pinto
Sir says that carol singing
is the best way to spread
happiness and brother-
hood hence Zonal Carol
Singing Competition was
conducted at Ryan
International School,
Raipur on 10th December
2022 Enthusing in the air,
the effervescence of love
and peace associated with

Christmas. So to show
their merriment and joy
Zonal Carol Singing was
organized in which stu-
dents of St. Xavier’s High
School, Raipur, Dhamtari,
Durg and Ryan
International School,
Raipur participated.

Students participated
enthusiastically that filled
the entire environment
with divinity, serenity as
well as ecstasy of the
Christmas carols present-
ed by the participating

schools that created on
aura of festivity.

The judges of the day
were Mrs. Smita Prasad
Raje (Professional Singer
and Mentor) and Shalomit
Gardia (Member of St.
Paul Church, Election
Music Production)

The event started with
the plantation of a sapling
keeping in view with the
vision of Chairman to
have a greener world in fu-
ture.

The rules and regula-
tions were read out for
maintaining uniformity
and unbiased competition
amongst all the partici-
pants school.

Ryan International
School, Raipur bagged the
1st position and Runner
up St. Xavier’s High
School, Durg. The carol
singing by four schools
choirs infused a spirit of
Christmas in the auditori-
um. The event ended with
the words of appreciation
from the judges and with
the renderation of the
Ryan Song and National
Anthem.

Raipur, Dec 10:
Bharatiya Janata  Party
(BJP) spokesperson and
former Minister for
Public Works
Department Rajesh
Munat has raised de-
mand for strict action
against the people re-
sponsible for the acci-
dent on Kumhari Fly-
over bridge.

In a statement issued
here, the BJP leader said
that investigation should
be carried out to fix the
responsibility of the ac-
cident in which two peo-

ple have been killed
whereas another child
has been seriously in-
jured. Munat further
stated that state govern-
ment should have been
precautions if any doubt
exists over the incident
in the under construc-
tion works. He added
that all essential meas-
ures should be taken to
ensure Civic Safety to
avoid such incidents in
future. People too should
be alert while moving in
under construction
works.

PM to flag off Nagpur-Bilaspur
Vande Bharat Express today

Raipur, Dec 10: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will flag off the Nagpur-
Bilaspur Vande Bharat
Express on 11 December
2022 at Nagpur station.
Train number
20825/20826 Bilaspur-
Nagpur-Bilaspur Vande
Bharat Express train will
be operated six days a
week (except Saturday)
from both ends.
Stoppages of this train
have been given at Raipur,
Durg, Rajnandgaon and
Gondia stations. This will
be the first Vande Bharat
Express train of Central

India and sixth Vande
Bharat Express train of
the country.

Bilaspur-Nagpur Vande
Bharat Express train con-
sisting of 16 coaches in-
cluding 14 chair cars and
2 executive chair cars has

total capacity of accom-
modating 1128 passen-
gers. Other terms and
conditions for booking,
cancellation, refund etc.
in Vande Bharat Express
train Will be similar to
Shatabdi trains.

ED remand of Soumya
extended till Dec 13

Raipur, Dec 10: The re-
mand senior bureaucrat
Soumya Chaurasia, who
was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
in an alleged money laun-
dering case has been ex-
tended till December 13.
The remand of other per-
sons namely Sameer
Vishnoi (IAS), Suryakant
Tiwari (buinessman),
Laxmikant Tiwari and
Sunil Agrawal has also
been extended till

December 13. All of them
were produced before the
court on Saturday.

After hearing the prose-
cution and defense
lawyers, the court the
court sent them to ED re-
mand till December 13.
The court also said that all
the accused should be pro-
duced through video con-
ferencing next time if it
was not very necessary.

Earlier, ED attached the
properties related to the

accused. Out of the at-
tached properties, maxi-
mum 65 properties are
linked to businessman
Suryakant Tiwari. Twenty
one properties belonging
to Deputy Secretary
Soumya Chaurasia and
five properties belonging
to suspended IAS Sameer
Vishnoi have also been at-
tached. The remaining
properties belong to Sunil
Agrawal and Laxmikant
Tiwari.
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Bharatnet project, 4G
saturation and 5G roll
out were discussed

Stall owners happy
with tremendous
response and better
arrangements

Munat for action against responsible

over Fly-over Bridge accident

Raipur, Dec 10: Science &
Maths Exhibition was
conducted at St. Thomas
English Medium Higher
Secondary School, Kabir
Nagar, Raipur by the stu-
dents of Classes I to X on
Dec 10th in the school
premises itself. School
management team was in-
vited as judging commit-
tee. They appreciated the
work of students. 70
Models were presented.
Most importantly the ap-

plication of these models
in our daily life was pre-
sented. The main objec-
tive or motive of exhibi-
tion was to encourage stu-
dents in the field of
Science and Maths.
Students participated
with great zeal and enthu-
siasm . It provided a plat-
form to students to ex-
press their talent and gain
confidence. Overall it was
a knowledgeable & in-
formative day.

St. Thomas school organises
Science & Maths exhibition

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1100::  Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel has expressed pro-
found grief over the demise of Rajyogini Brahmakumari Kamla
Didi, regional administrator of Prajapita Brahma Kumaris
Ishwariya Vishwa Vidyalaya. Baghel said in his condolence mes-
sage “Brahma Kumari Kamla didi dedicated her whole life work-
ing for the welfare of society. She used to visit me on every impor-
tant occasions. I always got her good wishes and blessings. I
deeply pray that her soul rests in peace. Om Shanti.”

CM expresses grief over demise 

of Brahma Kumari Kamla Didi

No-confidence against V-P Nagar Palika fails

Gariyaband, Dec 10: The
no-confidence motion
moved by 8 Congress corpo-
rators against the Vice-
President Nagar Palika
Gariyaband Gaffu Memon,
the Congress got 8 votes and
BJP got 7 and so the no-con-
fidence motion failed by 1
vote.

It was based upon the
memorandum submitted by
8 Congress corporators last
on Nov 24 that the Collector
Gariyaband finalized Dec 9
as the date for prove the ma-
jority. Polling in Nagar
Palika , Gariyaband meet-
ing hall started in the morn-
ing.

It is notable here that
there are 15 corporators in
Nagar Palika Gariyaband
and out of which 8 are
Congress corporators and 7
are from BJP. With this in
the post of the President
and V-P Nagar Palika, the
BJP supported corporator
Gaffar Menon and Surendra
Sonteke are in-charge. At

the same time, no happy
with V-P works, the
Congress corporators
moved this no-confidence
motion. The polling for this
was held in Nagar Palika’s
hall from 11:00 am in the
presence of SDM and
Retiring Officer and here all
the 15 corporators were
present. Decision in favour

of the BJP V-P came at
around 2:30 pm and once
against Gaffu Memon failed.

Women attaining economic empowerment by becoming proficient in the art of fishing
Raipur, Dec 10: After
achieving the status of
agricultural activity ,there
has been a lot of reduction
in the cost of production
involved in fish farming
due to exemption in elec-
tricity rate and free water
and interest-free loan to
fish farmers and this has
resulted in increasing the
income of fish farmers
constantly. It is noteworthy
that. 1.999 lakh hectare
water areas is available in
the state for fisheries, out
of which 1,961 lakh hectare
water area has been devel-
oped so far, which is 98 per-
cent of the total available
water area. The length of
the naturally available
riverine watershed is 3573
kilometers. 1.173 lakh
hectares of water area as

rural pond and 0.825 lakh
hectare water area as irri-
gation reservoir is avail-
able for fish farming. High
quality fish seed of im-
proved species is being pro-
duced in Chhattisgarh

which has made the state
become self-sufficient in
fish seed production as
well.

Under the encourage-
ment of the state govern-
ment and the guidance of

the collector In Koriya dis-
trict, fisheries are being en-
couraged in the ponds lo-
cated in Gauthans. Women
associated with self help
groups have been trained
and linked to numerous
livelihood oriented activi-
ties such as fisheries work.
Gauthans have emerged as
a new medium of econom-
ic progress for the women
who were earlier engaged
in domestic work and
livelihood activities have
brought significant posi-
tive changes in the lives of
women who are now step-
ping out of the world of do-
mestic chores to attain eco-
nomic empwerment. The
lives of the women of
Mateshwari Mahila Self
Help Group of the
Chervapara village of

Baikunthpur development
block have been positively
impacted when they start-
ed the work of fish farm-
ing. Group president
Pramina informs “that
there are 10 women in our
group and we wanted to do
some work to make our-
selves financially strong,
but due to lack of guidance
things could not materi-
alise. When we were given
information about fisheries
by the officials of the fish-
eries department under the
district administration, the
women became curious to
do be involved in this. The
group duly understood its
action plan to start the
work of fisheries after at-
taining as much as infor-
mation on the same.”

Pramina told that the

group made a net profit of
more than 50 thousand ru-
pees last year from fish
farming and this year they
are expecting even more
profit. Assistant Director of
Fisheries Department Mr.
Suryamani Dwivedi said
that for the last 3 years, fish
farming is being done by
this group in 0.50 hectare
water area of the pond
available in the Gauthan.
The fisheries department
has provided 25 lakh fish
spawn and one fish net to
the group under the fish-
eries extension scheme. On
which 100 percent grant is
included. The group was
also duly given complete in-
formation about fisheries
work. So that they can work
better and earn substantial
profit.

Sports facilities will increase in Chhattisgarh
through sports academies

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1100:: Under the lead-
ership of Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, the state gov-
ernment is taking concrete
steps to improve sports facili-
ties in Chhattisgarh. For the
first time, Chhattisgarhia
Olympics were organized in the
state, which gave a platform to
players of all ages from chil-
dren to the elderly to showcase
their sports talent in traditional
sports. Now the state govern-
ment is going to bring a big
change in the sports scenario
of the state through sports
academies. For this, public and
private sector industries are
also showing interest in run-
ning sports academies under
CSR. A meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Additional
Chief Secretary Sports and
Youth Welfare Department Mrs.
Renu G Pillay with industry
groups for handling the opera-

tion of residential sports acade-
mies of various sports estab-
lished and proposed in the
state. Sports Secretary Mr.
Neelam Namdev Ekka, Director
of Sports Department Mrs.
Shweta Srivastava Sinha, and
Joint Director of Industries and
Commerce Department Mr.
Harish Saxena were present at
the meeting. It is noteworthy
that in pursuance of the deci-
sion taken in the meeting of the
Governing Body of
Chhattisgarh Sports
Development Authority held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, a joint meeting of
Commerce and Industry
Department and Sports
Department with industry
groups was held on June 15,
2022. A meeting was organized
with 09 industries at
Mantralaya, Nava Raipur on
December 07 2022 after con-
sent was received for these
industry groups.

Bhilai Steel Plant, Jindal
Steel & Power Limited, NMDC
Limited, Shree Bajrang Power &
Ispat Limited, UltraTech

Cement Limited, Bharat
Aluminum Co. Ltd. Korba,
S.E.C.L. Bilaspur,
Representatives of Gopal
Sponge & Power Ltd. Raipur
and Phil Ispat Pvt. Ltd. were
present in the meeting. In the
meeting, detailed information
was given on the steps required
by the concerned industries,
non-recurring and recurring
expenditures in relation to
academy operations, and
essential points related to acad-
emy operations. The industries
were also given detailed infor-
mation by the Joint Director of
Industries and Commerce
Department about the dedicat-
ed bank account set up for
transferring the amount of CSR
funds. Industry groups respond-
ed positively to the proposals of
the Sports Department for sup-
porting and running the acade-
mies. Jindal Steel and Power
Limited will handle the entire
operation of the Residential
Shooting Academy in Nava
Raipur. Under the first phase, a
shooting range and office infra-
structures were constructed in
the 05 acres of land marked by

Jindal Steel and Power Limited
and it was agreed to start
shooting training and competi-
tion. They also agreed to con-
struct a hostel for players in the
coming time. Bhilai Steel Plant
agreed to edit the signed MoU
in January 2023 for the estab-
lishment of Malkhamb
Academy in Narayanpur.
S.E.C.L. Ltd. situated at Bilaspur
has provided its consent for
infrastructure construction
work at State Sports Training
Center Baitrai Bilaspur.
Ultratech Cement Ltd. has pro-
vided its consent to sign an
MoU for handling the operation
of the Residential Hockey
Academy situated at Raipur on
January 2023 and it will start by
March 2023. Shree Bajrang
Power & Ispat Ltd. has given a
positive response for handling
the entire operation of the
Residential Athletic Academy
situated at Raipur. Gopal
Sponge & Power Ltd. of Raipur
and Phil Ispat Pvt.Ltd. of
Takhatpur agreed to provide
financial support to the Kabaddi
Academy for Girls in Bahtarai
Bilaspur.

National Quality Monitors 
to visit Chhattisgarh 

Raipur, Dec 10: National
Quality Monitors will be
visiting 08 districts of
Chhattisgarh in the month
of December to conduct a
third-level quality inspec-
tion of the ongoing con-
struction works under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana.
Information regarding the
quality of under-construc-
tion roads can be shared
with the National Quality
Monitors on their mobile
number.

According to the tour
schedule finalized set by

National Rural Road
Development Agency, New
Delhi, National Quality
Monitor Mr. Ramamurthy
C.V.S. will visit
Dantewada and Bastar
districts of Chhattisgarh
in December to inspect the
quality of roads there. He
will visit Dantewada on
December 14 and Bastar
on December 20. His mo-
bile number is 9440100167.
National Quality Monitor
Mr. Suresh Chandra
Sinha will visit
Dantewada on December
14 and Bijapur on
December 20. His mobile
number is 9871079750.
Mr.Rajeev Kumar
Vasudeva will review the
quality of roads in
Jashpur on December 18
and in Raigarh on
December 25. His mobile
number is 9631081077. Mr.
D. Ravi Karthikayan will
review the quality of
roads in Rajnandgaon on
December 17, Kanker on
December 25 and
Kondagaon on December
27. His mobile number is
944222194.

Repair work of roads is in 
progress on a war footing

Raipur, Dec 10: On the
instructions of the Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, the repair work of
roads is going on in the
state on a war footing.
Korea Collector Mr. Vinay
Kumar Langeh himself is
regularly inspecting the
road maintenance works
and checking the quality
of the road being con-
structed. Surprise inspec-
tion is also being done on
regular basis by Collector
Mr. Langeh. After a sur-
prise inspection of the
Amarpur-Chirmiri road,
the Korea District
Collector closely observed
the maintenance work
and took information re-
garding the road from the
officials of the Public
Works Department.
Superintending Engineer
of the Public Works
Department said that

6km BT patch repair
work on the 12 km
marked road has been
completed and the re-
maining is being complet-
ed expeditiously. Mr.

Langeh has given instruc-
tions to complete all the
work in a quality manner
within the time limit.
Executive Engineer of
the Public Works

Department said that the
work of WMM has been
completed on the 3 km
G a d e r i m o h a l l a -
S h a n k a r p u r -
Bhandarpara road
under the Chhattisgarh
Road and Infrastructure
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation. Similarly,
the construction work
of a 3 km CC road from
Kharwat to Jamnipara-
Charcha road under the
Baikunthpur develop-
ment block is in
progress. Under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana in rural
areas, BT patch repair
work and road marking
work have also been
completed on the 5.8 km
Majhratola to
Patthargaon road of
Sonhat block. All the
road construction agen-
cies have been instruct-
ed to complete the re-
pair work of the roads
within the deadline of
the end of December.

MLA Raigarh dedicates school building  

Lara, Dec 10: Prakash
Sakrajit Nayak, MLA
(Raigarh) dedicated the
Primary School building in
village Bodajhariya under
Pussore block of district
Raigarh on 9th December

2022 in the presence of
Diwakar Kaushik,
Executive Director, NTPC
Lara. The school building
has been constructed by ex-
penditure of 23 lakh.
Speaking on this occasion
Nayak, lauded NTPC Lara
effort for infrastructure de-
velopment not only in the
surrounding villages of

NTPC Lara station, but
Raigarh district and state
Chhattisgarh also. It is well
to all about the condition of
nearby villages before es-
tablishment of NTPC Lara.
And merely within 10 years
of advent of NTPC how fast
the scene has been changed
dramatically with provid-
ing financial assistance for

upgradation of Late
Lakhiram memorial Govt
Medical college, village con-
crete road, welcome gate,
renovation of ponds with
cemented steps and chang-
ing rooms, construction of
school buildings, communi-
ty centres, Primary Health
Centres, Community Health
Centres, lavatories etc.

Among others Akhilesh
Singh, GM (O&M), Ravi
Shankar, GM (Project),
Kanheya Das, AGM (HR), V
H Satyanarayan P, AGM
(Project), Mrs  Sulochana
Phakir Pradhan, Sarpanch,
village Panchayat,
Kandagarh, Gaurang Sao,
Member, Janpad Panchayat
Pussore and villagers in
large numbers were present
on this occasion.

GGEA hosts Regional level
CBSE Science exhibition

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  1199:: The much awaited
Science Exhibition was inaugurat-
ed at Gyan Ganga Educatonal
Academy, Raipur. A total of 85
Schools participated in the exhibi-
tion. The inauguration was done in
the hands of Dr. C. P. Khare,
Deputy Registrar, Principal
Scientist, Indira Gandhi Agriculture
University, Raipur. A galaxy of
other eminent judges and
observers were also present on the
occasion. The program began with
the welcome of the guest followed
by the lighting of the auspicious
lamp and Saraswati vandana. The
dignitaries were welcomed with
bouquets. A welcome song and the
Chhattisgarhi dance was mesmer-
izing. The principal of the academy
Mrs. Pratima Rajgor welcomed the
gathering and encouraged and
motivated the student fraternity. 

The Chief Guest of the occasion
Dr. C. P. Khare in his keynote
speech spoke about the value of
being involved in any task, to reach
the pinnacle of success. The judges
and the dignitaries visited the exhi-
bition which had Advancement in
Information and Communication
technology, Eco- Friendly
Materials, Health & Cleanliness,
Transport & Innovation ,
Environmental Concerns,
Historical Development with
Innovation, Mathematics for us.
The first round of judgment was
completed the much awaited sec-
ond round and final round will be
held tomorrow i.e. December 10,
2022. Students participated with a
lot of zest and enthusiasm. Their
presentations were filled with
innovative ideas and futuristic
thoughts.

Dr Khan welcomes food
controller Anurag Singh 

Bilaspur, Dec 10: Senior
Congress leader and social
worker Dr Hamidullah
Khan gave a rousing wel-
come to the newly posted
food controller Anurag
Singh. He welcomed
Singh with flower bouquet

and expected that joining
of a young officer like him
will bring more efficiency
and smoothness in the
working of food depart-
ment. On this occasion
Nazruddin Jindraan was
also present.

State govt worked towards preserving
conventional business: CM

Raipur, Dec 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday attended the
swearing-in ceremony of
the Leather Craftsmen
Development Board at his
residence office here. The
Chief Minister congratu-
lated and extended his
best wishes to the newly
appointed LCDB
Chairman Tarun Bijor
and members Khilwan
Baghel, Sarojini Ratre
and Tulsi Daudiya for
their new responsibili-
ties.

“I hope that the chair-
man of the board and all
the members will dis-
charge their duties with

utmost dedication and
participate in the
progress of the state”,
said the Chief Minister.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, State
Scheduled Caste
President KP Khande,
and Vice President
Padma Manhar were also
present on the occasion.

Addressing the gather-
ing on occasion, the Chief
Minister said that leather
has been important since
the beginning of human
civilization. Earlier peo-
ple used to wear shoes
and slippers made of
leather. Gradually, the

race for development af-
fected the leather busi-
ness and the use of
leather decreased.
Leather was replaced by
other materials for the
manufacture of shoes
and slippers.

Chief Minister said
that after the formation of
our government, we did
the work of preserving
conventional businesses.
One such step is setting
up Gauthans across the
state. Besides, in a bid to
give a better market to the
products made under con-
ventional business setup,
an arrangement for better

packaging and branding
of the products was
made. C-Marts have been
started in cities on the
lines of modern show-
rooms for the sale of
these products. Along
with this, Rural
Industrial Park has been
established and a budget
provision of Rs 600 crore
has been made for its de-
velopment. This will give
a boost to our traditional
businesses and increase
business opportunities in
the rural areas. Other
representatives of the
community were also
present on the occasion.
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Gaffu Memon wins the
no-confidence moved
by 8 Cong corporators

Industries to partici-
pate in handling the
operation of sports
academies under CSR

For inspection of con-
struction works under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana

Ongoing construction
works in 08 districts
will be inspected, infor-
mation related to the
quality of these works
can be shared on the
phone numbers of the
quality monitors

On the instructions of
the Chief Minister

Constructed by NTPC
Lara

Attends swearing-in
ceremony of the LCDB

Extends congratula-
tions to the newly
appointed chairman,
members

We are all a family, it
is victory of residents

of city: Memon
Memon while reacting to
his victory expressed grati-
tude towards all citizens of
Nagar Palika Gariyaband
and said that he will work
with double the energy for
city’s development and
hoped that all the people of
the city would extend all
possible help and coopera-
tion to him. We are all a
family and it is not the vic-
tory of self, but that of
entire family, he added.



Central Chronicle News

NNaarraayyaannppuurr,,  DDeecc  1100::  Abujhmad
area of Chhattisgarh state is a re-
mote and naxal-affected area,
which makes it difficult for the ad-
ministration and the police to
reach here. As per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Narayanpur District
Administration is gradually mak-
ing its way to the interior of this
area, and so are the various public

welfare schemes and pro-
grammes of the government.
Farmers of Abujhmad now have
access to these welfare schemes
and programmes of the govern-
ment. It is noteworthy that paddy
procurement at support price has
been started in Narayanpur
District from November 1, 2022.
But this year, it is a special occa-
sion for the farmers of Abujhmad,
as they have got the chance to sell
paddy at the support price for the
first time ever. As many as 2193
farmers of Abujhmad are selling
paddy for the first time after re-
ceiving the Masahati Khasra. The
first farmer in the row at Bansing
Paddy procurement center -
Mahturam Dugga from Kurushnar
told that farmers here are over-

joyed to have received the lease
of the land, as it has given them
the opportunity to sell their paddy
at the procurement centers.
Earlier he had to sell his produce
at cheaper cost in the market or

to the middleman. But now as a
positive outcome of government's
decision, they can sell paddy at
the procurement centers at sup-
port price, receiving fair value for
the crop. He told that he had sown

paddy on 3 acres of land, and had
a harvest of 12 quintal paddy,
which he has brought to sell at the
procurement center Bansing.
Mahturam further told that
CREDA Department had provided
the facility of solar borewell in his
farm, while Agriculture and
Horticulture Department provided
the seeds and fertilizers this year.
Mahturam requested fencing of
the farm. It is notable that till
December 4 in the Kharif market-
ing year 2022-23, 36 thousand 330
quintals of paddy has been pro-
cured in procurement centers
Edka, Garhbengal, Chhotedongar,
Jhara, Kanhargaon, Dhaudai,
Narayanpur, Chandgaon, Benur,
Kukdajhor, Bakulwahi and Binjali
of Narayanpur district. 

Central Chronicle News

Saraipali, Dec 10: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
met the delegation of vari-
ous communities and so-
cial organizations in
Saraipali development
block of Mahasamund dis-
trict late on Wednesday as a
part of his 'Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan' on Thursday.

He took information
from the representatives of
all communities regarding
their social activities and
took direct feedback on the
implementation of govern-
ment schemes and pro-

grammes. Members of
Chhattisgarh Ramnami
Ram Bhajan Sanstha
Bilaigarh met the Chief
Minister and accorded him
a warm welcome. Chief
Minister met representa-
tives of Advocates Union
Basna, ration vendors,
Bhunjia Samaj, Gada
Samaj, Dhobi Samaj,
Dhurva Samaj, Kalar
Samaj, Banjara Samaj,
Kanwar Samaj, Oraon
Samaj, Sanvra Samaj,

Agrawal Samaj, Yadav
Samaj, Sahu Samaj,
Brahman Samaj, Kolta
Samaj, Sikh Samaj, Muslim
Samaj, Manikpuri Samaj,
Chauhan Samaj Sarpanch
Sangh, Akhil Bhartiya
Yadav Mahasabha, and
farmers of Baloda-Bazaar.
A delegation of Satnami
Samaj Bade Sajapali invit-
ed the Chief Minister to
participate in the pro-
gramme to be organized on
the occasion Ghasidas

Jayanti. The members of
the Saraipali Paddy
Procurement Society met
the Chief Minister and ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
wards him for appealing to
farmers to donate paddy
stubble. He suggested dis-
playing banners of paddy
stubble donations in the
paddy procurement centers
to make farmers aware of
the same.

Besides, CM Baghel gave
approval of about Rs 1.16 cr

for miscellaneous construc-
tion works including the
construction of communi-
ty halls on the demand of
various communities.

This includes the con-
struction of a dome in the
hostel premises of Agharia
Samaj at a cost of Rs 30
lakh, Rs 20 lakh for the con-
struction of the communi-
ty hall of Agrawal Samaj
Bhawarpur, Rs 15 lakh for
the community hall of
Gayatri Trust, Rs 15 lakh
for the construction of
Dharamshala of Banjara
Samaj Basna, Rs. 15 lakhs
to Brahm Vidya Vihangam
Yog Samiti, Rs. 15 lakhs to
Vipra Samaj for construc-
tion of an additional room
in Geeta Bhawan, and Rs 5
lakhs for community hall
of Dhobi Samaj. Besides,
he announced a financial
grant of Rs 1.20 lakh to
Neha Nayak for her B.Ed.
studies.

Gariyaband girl to get treatment 
for heart disease at NHMMI

Central Chronicle News

Gariyaband, Dec 10: A
five-year-old Yogendri
hailing from
Chinkrabhatha village
under Deobhog develop-
ment block of Gariyaband
district will get free-of-cost
treatment for her heart
disease at NHMMI
Narayana Super Specialty
Hospital, Raipur.

Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had reached Deobhog as a
part of his statewide
'Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan'
on Thursday and he re-
ceived information about
Yogendri suffering from
congenital heart disease.
Baghel directed the offi-
cials concerned to provide

immediate medical assis-
tance to the girl. On the in-
structions of the Chief
Minister, complete infor-
mation regarding
Yogendri's disease was ob-
tained by the RBS team of
the Deobhog development
block.

After having a discus-
sions with the family,
Deobhog Block Medical
Officer made arrange-
ments for her free-of-cost
treatment at NHMMI

Narayana Super Specialty
Hospital, Raipur. The par-
ents agreed to take their
daughter to Raipur for
treatment and the hospital
concerned has also been
informed about the same.
The parents have ex-
pressed their heartfelt
gratitude to the Chief
Minister for his coopera-
tion and for ensuring free
medical arrangements for
the treatment of their
daughter.

CM inaugurates Baloda Police station
Central Chronicle News

Baloda, Dec 10: He made
a note in a diary after
praying to Chhattisgarh
Mahtari in Police Station
Baloda. After officially
dedicating the newly
built police station with
full amenities made at a
cost of Rs 1.97 crore, the
Chief Minister also plant-
ed a Kadamba sapling on
the premises of the police
station.

Annoucements made by CM
Shishupal hill will be
declared as a tourist
destination.
Boundary walls will be
constructed in Baloda
College campus.
Deepening of Bhadra
pond will be ensured.
Rural Haat Bazar in
Baloda will be upgrad-
ed.

Anicut will be construct-
ed on Surangi river.
An interstate bus stand

will be constructed at
Saraipali.
Tap water connection

will be provided to every
household in Saraipali
Nagar.

CM appeals farmers to
donate stubble to Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Baloda, Dec 10: Chief
Minister Baghel address-
ing the audience in Baloda
said that he has come to
Baloda with the officials
and people's representa-
tives for you and know
about the ground reality of
implementation of govern-
ment's schemes.

Acknowledging that it is
time to harvest the paddy
and that everyone should
donate the leftover stubble
in gauthans, he made an
appeal for donations of
paddy stubble and added
that it is 'a Mahadaan'.

CM said that plans have
been created with the pop-

ulation's welfare in mind.
The central government
put obstacles in our path

despite the fact that we
paid Rs 2500 per quintal as
MSP on paddy. Thereafter

the state government start-
ed up the 'Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana'.

Bhanwarpur to be upgraded to
Nagar Panchayat and Sub-Tehsil: CM

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Dec 10:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday
reached Bhanwarpur vil-
lage of Saraipali assembly
constituency under
Mahasamund district as a
part of his mammoth pub-
lic interaction drive
'Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan'.

On the demand of pub-
lic representatives and vil-
lagers, the Chief Minister

made several announce-
ments which includes up-
grading Gram Panchayat
Bhanwarpur to a Nagar
Panchayat, upgrading
Bhanwarpur to a sub-
tehsil, opening a branch of
a nationalized bank in
Bhanwarpur, upgrading
police post Bhanwarpur to
a police station, to open a
college, a Swami
Atmanand English medi-
um school, an open gym in
Bhanwarpur.

He also assured of
speedy completion of the
road construction from
Bhanwarpur to Saraipali.
The communities present
during the Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan welcomed the
Chief Minister's an-
nouncements with enthu-
siasm and expressed grati-
tude to him.

While addressing the
crowd at the Jan Chaupal,
he took information from
the representatives of all
communities regarding

their social activities and
took direct feedback on the
implementation of gov-
ernment schemes and pro-
grammes.

He urged to take maxi-
mum advantage of the
schemes implemented for
health and education. He
commenced his pro-
gramme by garlanding the
portrait of 'Chhattisgarh
Mahtari' and lighting the
lamp.

Raghunath's loan of
Rs 3 lakh waived off,
bought a tractor from

farm income
During the Jan Chaupal,

Potapara's farmer
Raghunath told the Chief
Minister that his loan of
Rs 3 lakh has been waived
off. With the income from
farming, he installed a
pump in the field and also
bought a tractor. Umang
Sao of Ara-Pathra village
sought help from the Chief
Minister for the treatment
of stomach ailment, on

which the Chief Minister
assured him to give Rs. 2
lakh.

Rohit Dadsena of Sakri
village told that he has
earned Rs 02 lakh 32 thou-
sand by selling a total of
1160 quintal cow dung.
Dayanidhi Nayak, a mem-
ber of Yuva Mitan Club,
told the Chief Minister

that there are 42 members
in the club, and sports,
cleanliness, and many
other activities are being
conducted by the club.
Hem Bai Patel, a benefici-
ary of the Haat Bazar
Clinic Yojana, told that she
is a patient of BP and tak-
ing treatment free of cost
through the scheme.

Shed to be built for
mushroom production

in Gauthan
In the Jan Chaupal,

Rekha Lahre told the Chief
Minister that her group
has earned Rs. 1 lakh 5
thousand from vermicom-
post manufacturing.
Rekha demanded a shed
each for mushroom and
poultry farming, and wire
fencing around the
Gauthan.

Chief Minister gave in-
structions to the collector
regarding the demands
made by Rekha. Puja, a
student of Basna's Swami
Atmanand School, told the
Chief Minister that
Swami Atmanand School
provides free as well as
high-quality education.

The Chief Minister said
that 400 more Swami
Atmanand schools would
be opened next year.
Lakshya Banjare, a young
student of Class I told the
Chief Minister the names

of 33 districts of
Chhattisgarh, on which
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel
praised Lakshya.

CM distributes 
cycles to girl students 

of SAGEMS
Under the 'Saraswati

Cycle Yojana', the Chief
Minister distributed cy-
cles to the girl students of
Swami Atmanand School
of Basna. As part of the
Saraswati Cycle Yojana,
free cycles were given to
class IX students
Tejaswani Sao, Ankita
Pradhan, Shivani Sahu,
Mandakini Pandey, and
Shraddha Pradhan.

CM distributes len
til seed mini kit to 
the beneficiaries

Lentil seed mini kit was
distributed to Yudhishthir
Patel, Santosh Nayak,
Ratan Sidar, Jagdish Patel
of Gram Panchayat
Bhanwarpur, and Pritam
Singh Sidar of Gram
Panchayat Kudela.

Farmers are being encour-
aged to cultivate pulses
and oilseeds. In this se-
quence, Lentil Seed Mini
Kit was distributed.
Motorized tricycles dis-

tributed to Divyangs
CM Bhupesh Baghel

distributed motorized tri-
cycles to Pramila Bhoi of
Pipli Pali village and
Ashok of Kashi Pali vil-
lage hailing from the
Saraipali assembly con-
stituency. Pramila Bhoi, a
B.Sc. second-year student
said that she used to face
a lot of difficulties while
going to school and col-
lege.

Getting a motorized tri-
cycle will make her travel
easier and she will be able
to focus well on her stud-
ies. Pramila expressed
her gratitude for this am-
bitious scheme of the gov-
ernment saying that she
is extremely happy after
receiving the motorized
tricycle.
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p After CM’s intervention

p Announces a College
and a Swami
Atmanand English
medium for
Bhanwarpur

p Nationalized bank in
Bhanwarpur to be
opened soon

p Bhanwarpur police
post to be upgraded
to police station

p In Saraipali under
Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan

p Sanctions Rs 1.16 cr
for the construction
of various community
halls

During Bhent-Mulaquat Abhiyan in Baloda

CM meets reps of various social organizations 

Encroachments removed
from a govt land

Central Chronicle News

Gariyaband, Dec 10:
The revenue squad has
removed an encroach-
ment on government
land in the village
Loharsi of Gariyaband
district.

This comes after the
villagers raised a com-
plaint before Chief
Minister regarding en-
croachment on land
Khasra 2328, an area of
0.95 hectares in the vil-
lage, during his 'Bhent-

Mulaqat Abhiyan' held
in Fingeshwar. Chief
Minister gave instruc-
tions to the revenue offi-
cials to remove the en-
croachment.

According to informa-
tion received from Sub-
Divisional Magistrate
Rajim Pooja Bansal, as
per the order passed on
October 20, 2022, by
Village Loharsi Patwari
Halka No. 38, Revenue
Inspector Circle
Koundkera Tehsil Court
Rajim, the land en-

croached by Rajkumar
Yadav father Lalu Yadav
resident of village
Loharsi on Khasra No.
2328; area 0.95 hectare
for practicing agricul-
ture has been removed
by the revenue squad in
the presence of village
Sarpanch, Panch,
Kotwar and villagers.

The government land
has been handed over to
Gram Panchayat
Loharsi Sarpanch after
the removal of en-
croachment.

Quick action on CM’s instructions 

Farmers of Masahati survey in Abujhmad
sold paddy on MSP for first time

Abujhmadiya farmers

are now receiving fair

value of their paddy

Total of 2193 farmers 

of Abujhmad sold paddy

on MSP
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Gujarat Polls

Ahmedabad, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Most former Congress
leaders who switched
over to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) man-
aged to win the 2022
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions.

Besides former
Congress working presi-
dent Hardik Patel, the
BJP had fielded 12 former
Congress MLAs along
with the son of a former
Congress legislator.

Of these 14, all but
three won the election on
Thursday.

In at least three cases,
their direct challengers
were candidates of the
new entrant Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) and those
from the Congress.

In some cases, their vic-
tory was aided by a split
in votes between the AAP
and Congress, data pro-
vided by the Election
Commission shows.

Harshad Ribadiya, a
former Congressman

who joined the BJP, was
defeated by AAP’s
Bhupendra Bhayani in
Visavadar.

Jawahar Chavda, who
had resigned as a
Congress MLA in March
2019 and won the subse-
quent byelection on BJP
ticket, was defeated on his
home turf of Manavadar
by Congress’s Arvind
Ladani by around 3,000
votes.

But these were excep-
tions.

Otherwise, former
Patidar agitation leader
Hardik Patel won from
Viramgam as a BJP can-
didate. Patel defeated
AAP’s Amarsinh Thakor
by more than 51,000 votes.

Koli leader Kunvarji
Bavaliya won from
Jasdan seat which he had
retained in the byelection
after resigning from
Congress in July 2018.

Bavaliya, on the other
hand, defeated his nearest
AAP rival Tejas Gajipara
by a slim margin of more

than 1,000 votes.
Raghavji Patel retained

his Jamnagar Rural seat
by defeating the AAP’s
Prakash Donga.

Rajendrasinh Rathva,
who contested on the BJP
ticket from the con-
stituency of his father
Mohansinh Rathva after
the father-son duo re-
signed from Congress to
join the ruling party, de-
feated Congress’s
Sangramsinh Rathwa by
29,000 votes.

Former Congress MLA
from Abdasa,
Pradyumansinh Jadeja,
who had quit the party in
2020 to join the BJP and
won the ensuing byelec-
tion, was re-elected as a
BJP candidate. He defeat-
ed Congress’s Jat Mamad
Jung by a margin of over
9,000 votes.

Another turncoat Jitu
Chaudhary won Kaprada
seat by defeating his near-
est rival from Congress,
Vasant Patel by 32,000
votes.

CoBRA battalion
inspector injured 

Chaibasa (Jharkhand),
Dec 10 (PTI): An inspector
of CoBRA battalion was in-
jured on Saturday after an
improvised explosive device
(IED) went off during an
anti-Maoist operation in a
forest of Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district, police
said. The incident occurred
in the forest between
Rengrahatu and
Tumbahaka villages under
the Tonto Police Station lim-
its when a joint team of
CRPF, CoBRA, Jharkhand
Jaguar and district armed
police personnel was con-
ducting the operation, DIG
(Kolhan) Ajay Linda said.

“The CoBRA battalion in-
spector has a splinter injury.
The anti-Maoist operation is
still on,” he said.
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA) is
a specialised force to deal
with Maoists. Prabhakar
Sahni, the injured inspector,
was airlifted and admitted
to a hospital in Ranchi, West
Singhbhum Superintendent
of Police Ashutosh Shekhar
said. Acting on a tip-off
about the presence of top
CPI (Maoist) leader Misir
Besra, who carries a bounty
of Rs 1 crore on his head,
and Patiram Manjhi alias
Anal da along with their
squad members in the forest
areas, the operation was
launched, the SP said.

Newly elected RLD MLA stopped 

from visiting Khatauli
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Dec 10 (PTI): 

The newly elected
Rashtriya Lok Dal MLA
from Khatauli on Saturday
said he was stopped from
visiting Khatauli tehsil by
the district administra-
tion, which cited law and
order situation as the rea-
son behind the decision.

RLD leader Madan
Bhaiya called the incident
“murder of democracy”.

Khatauli Sub-divisional
magistrate (SDM), Jeet
Singh cited prohibitory or-
ders in the district as the
reason behind the move.

“Considering the law
and order situation Madan
Bhaiya was not allowed to

go to Khatauli to partici-
pate in a public meeting. It
was done on the apprehen-
sion that the meeting
could lead to breach of
peace due to the gathering
of a large number of his
supporters,” SDM told
PTI. Neither Madan
Bhaiya nor any of his rep-
resentatives had sought
permission in advance
from the local administra-
tion to hold a gathering in
Khatauli and they reached
here with a cavalcade of
over two dozen vehicles
and nearly 100 men, he
said.

Madan Bhaiya, who de-
feated his BJP rival,
Rajkumari Saini, by a

margin of more than
22,000 votes in the recent
by-poll in the Khatauli as-
sembly constituency, was
visiting the district for the
first time after his win.

The RLD is an ally of
the Samajwadi Party.

“I was going to meet the
people of Khatauli who
gave me their vote and
elected me to thank them,”
he said.

“The way the local ad-
ministration acted by halt-
ing me is akin to murder
of democracy. It is for the
first time that an elected
representative is being
stopped from going to his
own constituency,” the
RLD MLA said.

HP new CM and Dy CM to
be sworn-in on Dec 11

Kalaburagi (KTK), Dec 10 (PTI): 

The new Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
and Deputy Chief
Minister will be sworn in
on December 11, Congress
President Mallikarjun
Kharge said on Saturday .

The veteran leader, who
is on a maiden visit to his
home town of Kalaburagi,
after taking over as the
AICC chief, urged the
Karnataka Congress lead-
ers and workers to work
with unity to bring the
party to power in the state,
which will go to polls by
April-May 2023.

“We have won in
Himachal Pradesh by giv-
ing a 10-point programme.

We have won there with a
good majority. Tomorrow
there is a swearing-in cere-
mony there. That’s the rea-
son I had gone out to dis-
cuss with our senior lead-
ers,” Kharge said.

Addressing a mega gath-
ering here, he said after
discussion with everyone
we have decided to have a
swearing-in ceremony for
the Chief Minister and
Deputy Chief Minister to-
morrow.

“It (Himachal Pradesh)
like victory should repeat
in Karnataka also, every-
one should join hands and
march forward.... I want
Congress party and the
Congress government
here,” he added.

‘Technology changing dynamics
of modern warfare’

Dehradun, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Lt Gen Yogendra Dimri,
the commanding-in-chief
of the Army’s Central
Command, on Saturday
exhorted the passing-out
cadets of the Indian
Military Academy here to
keep abreast of the ad-
vancements in technology
to be able to deal with the
changing dynamics of
modern warfare.

He said the dynamics of
combat and modern war-
fare are changing rapidly
with the advent of new
technologies such as nan-
otechnology, machine
learning, artificial intelli-
gence and virtual reality,
and asked the cadets to be
prepared to overcome con-

temporary challenges.
“Soldiering as you all

shall experience demands
selfless dedication and sac-
rifice,” he said.

Addressing the cadets
after a colourful Passing
Out Parade at the acade-
my’s historic drill square,

Lt Gen Dimri congratulat-
ed them on the successful
completion of their pre-
commission training at
the prestigious academy
and asked them to serve
their respective countries
with passion and pride.

“It is a golden opportu-
nity to serve your coun-
tries with passion, pride
and perseverance. I con-
gratulate you on the suc-
cessful culmination of
your training. I call upon
each one of you to compre-
hend the heights of expec-
tations from you. I also
urge you to be ever pre-
pared to meet your respon-
sibilities head on,” he said.

A total of 344 gentlemen
cadets — 314 Indians and
30 from 11 friendly foreign

countries — passed out of
the IMA after completing
its autumn training
course on Saturday.

The highest representa-
tion of 51 cadets was from
Uttar Pradesh, followed by
30 from Haryana, 29 from
Uttarakhand, 24 from
Bihar, 21 each from
Maharashtra and Punjab,
17 from Himachal
Pradesh, 16 from
Rajasthan, 15 from
Madhya Pradesh, 13 from
Delhi and 10 from Kerala.

The representation from
the rest of the states was
in single digits.
Considering the fact that
Uttarakhand is a small
state, the percentage of
representation from here
was the highest.

SUDDEN RAINS

A vendor sells hot pot (Kangri) during rains, in Srinagar, Saturday.

CYCLONE AFTERMATH

An affected area after the landfall of Cyclone Mandous, in Mamallapuram, Saturday. 

BRIEF

Indefinite fast 
 Kolkata: The indefi-

nite fast by five pupils
of Calcutta Medical
College (CMC) demand-
ing immediate student
council election en-
tered its third day on
Saturday morning to
press for holding stu-
dents council election
this month. Two fasting
students fell sick in the
intervening night of
Friday and Saturday
but were in stable con-
dition now, a CMC offi-
cial said.A senior doc-
tor of CMC, who is ne-
gotiating with the agi-
tating students told re-
porters he has request-
ed the agitators “who
are our children” to
withdraw the fast and
sit for talks with the au-
thorities.

Collision 
 Mangaluru: Three

members of a family
of Andhra Pradesh
origin died when the
car in which they
were travelling collid-
ed head-on with a pri-
vate bus near
Nellikaru in Udupi
district on Saturday.
The accident occurred
on the Udupi-
Subrahmanya Road
when the couple and
their two-year-old
child were travelling
from Dharmasthala to
Sringeri, police said.

Seized
 Hyderabad: The

Customs on Saturday
seized gold biscuits
and jewellery, totalling
2.9 kilograms valued
at Rs 1.37 crore, from a
passenger at the inter-
national airport here,
an official said.
Hyderabad Airport
Customs intercepted
the passenger who ar-
rived by a flight from
Dubai, according to an
official release.

Booked 
 Mumbai: An offence

has been registered
against a man for al-
legedly cutting birth-
day cakes with a
sword at a party in
Cuffe Parade area of
south Mumbai, police
said on Saturday. The
matter came to light
after videos of the
birthday celebration
went viral on social
media, an official said.

RI
 Bahraich: A court

here has sentenced
three men to rigorous
imprisonment of 20
years in connection
with the rape of a girl
nine years ago. The
court also imposed a
fine of Rs 1 lakh each
on the convicts.

Response 
 New Delhi: The

National Green
Tribunal has recently
sought a response from
the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forests
and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) and oth-
ers while hearing a pe-
tition regarding the
pollution caused by
slaughterhouses. The
petition claimed that
slaughterhouses con-
tributed immensely to
pollution besides dam-
aging the environ-
ment.

BJP Legislative Party
leader Bhupendra Patel
meets Governor Acharya
Devvrat to stake claim
for the formation of 
government, at Raj
Bhavan, in Gandhinagar,
Saturday.

Lt Gen Yogendra Dimri

 In IED blast 

Most Congress turncoats win on BJP ticket



CHRISTMAS TREE

People walk by the municipality’s Christmas Tree on a flooded St. Mark’s square in Venice on December 10 follow-
ing an “Alta Acqua” high tide event, too low to operate the MOSE Experimental Electromechanical Module that pro-
tects the city of Venice from floods.
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Dhaka, Dec 10 (PTI):

Tens of thousands of
supporters of
Bangladesh’s main
Opposition party BNP on
Saturday held a “grand
rally” in the capital here
demanding Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
resignation and fresh elec-
tions.

Seven lawmakers of the
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) announced
their resignations to
protest against the govern-
ment led by Hasina.
Dhaka’s Golapbagh area,
the venue of the rally, was
under heavy security sur-
veillance.

The party activists
chanted “Sheikh Hasina is
a vote thief” as the party
leaders addressed the
rally eastern part of the
capital Dhaka city.

Residents of the capital,
including office-goers,
faced difficulties and
many were seen waiting
for public transport on the
road since morning.
Activists say the rally
could attract 1 million peo-
ple.

The ruling Awami
League activists also
staged several pro-govern-
ment processions. Seven
BNP lawmakers an-
nounced their resignation
at the rally.

“We had joined the
Parliament in line with
the party’s decision but
now there is no difference

between staying or quit-
ting...we have already
emailed our resignations
(to parliament secretari-
at),” BNP lawmaker
Rumin Farhana told the
rally.

She called the incum-
bent government an “au-
tocratic” one and alleged
it came to power by “rig-
ging the polls”, torturing
the Opposition party lead-
ers, carrying out forced
disappearances, extra-ju-
dicial killings, and engag-
ing in corruption.

“I am resigning in
protest (against the gov-
ernment activities),”
Farhana said, adding that
she and six other fellow
BNP lawmakers would
deliver their resignations
by hand to the Speaker’s
office on Sunday.

Police arrested several
senior BNP leaders, in-
cluding secretary general
Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir, and scores of ac-
tivists under different
charges ahead of the
rally.

“It is their fundamental
right to stage rallies. . . we
allowed them to stage it
since it is not an illegal
rally,” Dhaka
Metropolitan Police
(DMP) spokesman
Harunur Rashid told re-
porters.

Some 20,000 law enforce-
ment personnel have been
deployed at the venue to
avert any untoward inci-
dent, he said.

The BNP is demanding
Prime Minister Hasina’s
resignation in favour of
fresh elections under a
caretaker government in-
stead of ruling Awami
League, fearing the polls
to be rigged by her admin-
istration. Bangladesh will
hold its next general elec-
tion in 2024.

Bangladesh’s Opposition party
holds massive anti-govt rally

London, Dec 10 (PTI):

A Muslim cleric from
Pakistan who is accused of
being responsible for
forced conversions and
marriages of girls and
women from religious mi-
norities, including
Hindus, is among 30
human rights violators,
corrupt officials and enti-
ties to be sanctioned by the
UK.

Mian Abdul Haq of the
Bharchundi Sharif shrine
in Ghotki, Sindh, is named
on the new list of sanc-
tions announced by UK
Foreign Secretary James
Cleverly on Friday to
mark International Anti-
Corruption Day and
Human Rights Day.

The package includes
individuals and entities in-

volved in a wide range of
grievous activities includ-
ing the torture of prison-
ers, the mobilisation of
troops to rape civilians,
and systematic atroci-
ties.

“It is our duty to pro-
mote free and open soci-
eties around the world,”
said Cleverly.

“Today our sanctions
go further to expose
those behind the heinous
violations of our most
fundamental rights to
the account. We are com-
mitted to using every
lever at our disposal to
secure a future of free-
dom over fear,” he said.

Haq, who is a cleric
and politician, is a local-
ly influential figure in
the Sindh region of
Pakistan and has been

criticised over the years
for the forced conversion

of minorities, mostly
Hindus, in the province.

Pak cleric behind forced conversions
among 30 sanctioned by UK

Kyiv, Dec 10 (AP):

Russian forces have “de-
stroyed” the eastern
Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said, while Ukraine’s mili-
tary on Saturday reported
missile, rocket and air
strikes in multiple parts of
the country that Moscow
is trying to conquer after
months of resistance.

The latest battles of
Russia’s 9 1/2 month war
in Ukraine have centered
on four provinces that
Russian President
Vladimir Putin tri-
umphantly and illegally
claimed to have annexed
in late September. The
fighting indicates Russia’s
struggle to establish con-
trol of those regions and
Ukraine’s persistence to
reclaim them.

Zelenskyy said the situ-
ation “remains very diffi-
cult” in several frontline
cities in eastern Ukraine’s
Donetsk and Luhansk
provinces. Together, the
provinces make up the
Donbas, an expansive in-
dustrial region bordering
Russia that Putin identi-
fied as a focus from the
war’s outset and where
Moscow-backed sepa-

ratists have fought since
2014.

“Bakhmut, Soledar,
Maryinka, Kreminna. For
a long time, there is no liv-
ing place left on the land of
these areas that have not
been damaged by shells
and fire,” Zelenskyy said
in his nightly video ad-
dress, naming cities that
have again found them-
selves in the crosshairs.
“The occupiers actually
destroyed Bakhmut, an-
other Donbas city that the
Russian army turned into
burnt ruins.”

Zelenskyy didn’t specify
what he meant by “de-
stroyed” and some build-
ings remain standing and
residents still mill about
in city streets.

The Ukrainian mili-

tary General Staff report-
ed missile attacks, about
20 airstrikes and more
than 60 rocket attacks
across Ukraine between
Friday and Saturday.
Spokesperson Oleksandr
Shtupun said the most ac-
tive fighting was in the
Bakhmut district, where
more than 20 populated
places came under fire.
He said Ukrainian forces
repelled Russian attacks
in Donetsk and neighbor-
ing Luhansk.

Russia’s grinding east-
ern offensive succeeded
in capturing almost all of
Luhansk during the sum-
mer. Donetsk eluded the
same fate, and the
Russian military in re-
cent weeks has poured
manpower and resources

around Bakhmut in an at-
tempt to encircle the city,
analysts and Ukrainian
officials have said.

After Ukrainian forces
recaptured the southern
city of Kherson nearly a
month ago, the battle
heated up around
Bakhmut, demonstrating
Putin’s desire for visible
gains following weeks of
clear setbacks in
Ukraine.

Taking Bakhmut
would rupture Ukraine’s
supply lines and open a
route for Russian forces
to press on toward
Kramatorsk and
Sloviansk, key Ukrainian
strongholds in Donetsk.
Russia has battered
Bakhmut with rockets for
more than half of the
year. A ground assault ac-
celerated after its troops
forced the Ukrainians to
withdraw from Luhansk
in July. But some analysts
have questioned Russia’s
strategic logic in the re-
lentless pursuit to take
Bakhmut and surround-
ing areas that also came
under intense shelling in
the past weeks, and
where Ukrainian officials
reported that some resi-
dents were living in damp
basements.

Russia grinds on in eastern
Ukraine; Bakhmut destroyed

Supporters of Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) take
part in the party’s last divisional rally in Dhaka on
December 10. Tens of thousands of supporters of
Bangladesh’s main opposition party descended on Dhaka
on December 10 to protest against the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and demand new elections.

 Demanding resigna-
tion of PM Hasina

R educing the biodiversity
footprint of food con-

sumption requires immediate
and widespread action. The
food on our plates has a foot-
print. Every bite of food we
consume represents the envi-
ronmental impact of all the
resources used to produce
that food. Land is foremost
among those resources. As
food is transported from farm
to fork, the land used to grow
the food is virtually trans-
ported' along with it.
Depending on what you're eat-
ing, one bite might have a pot-
pourri of virtually embedded
land supporting a wide diver-
sity of wild plants and ani-
mals.

That wild biodiversity is
under threat from the produc-
tion and consumption of glob-
al food systems. Expanding
agricultural land is pushing
biodiversity past a safe limit.
Some species may already be
walking dead', doomed to ex-
tinction because they no

longer have a habitat large
enough to avoid a population
crash. In collaboration with
NASA, researchers from uni-
versities across the United
States are undertaking com-
plex geospatial statistics to
closely examine these future
biodiversity impacts. Similar
efforts around the world are
leading some governments,
including the United States,
to set priorities to protect
land within their borders. But
more ambitious conservation
efforts are urgently needed.

Latest estimates show 64
per cent of land in North
America would need to be
conserved to safeguard biodi-
versity, primarily because of
the ecologically intact areas
of Canada and the United
States. By contrast, at least
33.1 per cent of Europe's land
area requires conservation.
The most threatened land is
concentrated in developing
countries where mining and
farming are economic main-
stays. More than half of the
most at-risk habitat is in
Africa.

To preserve biodiversity we
must not only work on pro-
tecting natural habitats but
also on reducing the food sys-
tem's demand for land. If
we're expected, as predicted,
to feed 10 billion people by
2050, all that extra food would
require clearing at least 1.5
billion acres of forests, savan-
nas and wetlands, an area

nearly twice the size of India.
But all is not lost. There are
two key ways governments
and individuals can reduce
the land demand pressure
from the food system: eating a
smart plant-based diet and re-
ducing food waste.

First, consider your diet.
Animal products need large
amounts of land to grow feed
and pasture livestock. This in-
cludes not only meat but also
dairy, eggs, and even fish,
which are increasingly
sourced from aquaculture
farms that use land-grown
feed. A smart plant-based diet
is a major way to reduce land
demand and biodiversity im-
pact relative to a diet high in
meat and dairy. But not just
any plant-based diet will do.

Only a smart plant-based
diet that avoids sourcing too
much food from regions that
have high levels of imperiled
biodiversity will reduce im-
pact relative to a diet high in
meat and dairy. This means
reducing consumption of
some of our favourite foods
like avocados, chocolate,
cashews, and other tropical
fruits. The international food
trade of products like these
spreads local biodiversity im-
pacts around the globe. If that
sounds too hard, then here's
the good news.

Reducing pre-consumer
and consumer food waste by
50 per cent - which might be
an easier change than a radi-

cal diet overhaul - has almost
as much positive impact on
reducing land demand in
high-biodiversity areas as
changing diets does. In the
United States, cutting food
waste in half has the poten-
tial to reduce biodiversity im-
pacts by 18 per cent. It's im-
portant to keep in mind that
both diet changes and food
waste reduction are not only
individual choices.
Governments could imple-
ment policies that more ag-
gressively target food waste
on the farm, in the supermar-
ket, and in the home.

As a recent UN report
showed, developed-world
household waste is currently
on the rise globally.
Incentivising the production
of plant-based meat alterna-
tives would also help con-
sumers make biodiversity-
friendly choices. There are
challenging decisions to be
made. We need to carefully
navigate complex issues and
unforeseen consequences to
reduce biodiversity impacts
of the food we eat.

An important piece of the
puzzle is helping consumers
better understand how their
diets and food waste behav-
iours influence global biodi-
versity. This means tough
trade-offs at the personal and
societal level may be needed
to better balance human
health, economics, and envi-
ronmental sustainability.
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Against revdi culture
BJP's record win in Gujarat

is creditable. By giving yet an-
other term to the ruling party,
the people of the state have
voted for growth and continu-
ity, ignoring the plethora of
freebies promised by the op-
position parties. It is time the
voters in other states too emu-
lated their example, not so
much for being a staunch and
steadfast supporter of a sin-
gle party, but in the way they
have rejected the revdi cul-
ture. As for Himachal
Pradesh, though the verdict is
in line with the anti-incum-
bency mood of the voters, the
Congress has done well in get-
ting a comfortable majority. It
remains to be seen if the leg-
islators elect a CM and get
down to the serious business
of governance, without a pub-
lic spectacle of infighting and
power mongering.

V Jayaraman, Chennai

Challenge ahead
The victory in HP will help

the Congress revive its for-
tunes. With the new political
culture of poaching MLAs of
the winning party by the rul-
ing dispensation, the problem
of keeping the flock together
will be a challenge, since the
Congress has already wit-
nessed loss of power in MP,
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Goa. Now, the gaining party is
praised for being ‘adept’ at
statecraft. But the Congress’
worst-ever performance in
Gujarat has blighted the sheen
of its victory in HP. It remains
to be seen whether the high
command will be able to re-
solve the leadership issue by
reconciling the competing
claims of various factions.

Roshan Lal Goel, by mail

No freebies, please
It is unbelievable that

PSPCL is suffering a loss of
over Rs 1,880 crore in contrast
to a profit of Rs 1,069 crore it
generated in March 2022, even
as it has already raised a Rs
2,300-crore loan this year with
additional meters in demand,
thanks to the government’s
populist free power scheme,
leading to ‘zero bills’. Buoyed
by the government’s largesse,
many consumers are opting
for more than one connection.
Though the state has report-
edly told PSPCL that it will
pay Rs 15,845 crore as ‘power
subsidy’ for the current year,
the question is, where such a
huge quantum of money will
come from? Why mix dirty
vote-centric politics with eco-
nomics?

Kumar Gupt, by mail
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Tourists participate in river rafting on the Beas river, in Manali, Saturday, Dec. 10.

RIVER RAFTING

T he Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh Assembly polls herald a crucial
election cycle that will culminate in the Lok Sabha elections of 2024.

The coming year will   see   north-eastern   states   of    Tripura, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, and Mizoram, besides Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,  Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Telangana go to polls. It could also see elections in
Jammu & Kashmir. The focus now shifts to the state elections in 2023 and
the general election in 2024, with all parties having the task cut out for
them. The tasks will be most difficult for the Congress, whose  defeat  in
Gujarat  is  more significant than its victory in Himachal Pradesh. The grand
old party not only faces a rampaging BJP but an ambitious Aam Aadmi
Party vying for the leadership of the Opposition going forward on the road
to the 2024 general elections. The results of the Gujarat election 2022 will
be remembered for two reasons: First, the BJP recorded its best-ever per-
formance in the state. Infact, the BJP has done the same thing in Gujarat
what the AAP did in Delhi in 2015 (when it won 67 of the 70 assembly
seats). The second reason will be on how the Congress gave up even before
the contest began. The grand old party did not even put up a fight, resulting
in a steep fall in vote share. The Himachal Pradesh results paint an opposite
picture. It shows that if the Congress gets its local leadership right, it can
win. The Congress also made electoral gains from the BJP’s infighting and
botched ticket distribution which saw as many as 21 rebel candidates. The
results of Assembly elections in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh affirm the
national trend of  a dominant BJP, with Prime Minister Narendra Modi as its
spearhead. Voting pattern in many states shows that the electorate goes
with the BJP at the Centre, but a different party at the state level. In the
Gujarat elections, the BJP won a record 156 seats in the 182-member House
with a 52.5% share of the vote, marking its best-ever performance and bet-
tering the iconic Congress Chief  Minister Madhavsinh Solanki’s record of
149 seats, set in 1985. The Aam Aadmi Party has made big gains interms of
vote share, seemingly at the expense of  the Congress, which has put up its
worst performance ever. For the Congress, a victory in Himachal Pradesh
was much needed for a revival as it has been battered by a spate of elec-
toral losses in the last few years. The Gujarat results point to the singular
factor responsible for the BJP’s victory: Narendra Modi. He may be the
prime minister of India, but in Gujarat he is perhaps chief minister for life.
In fact, the BJP’s victory in Gujarat shows that irrespective of whom the
candidate is, and whatever is the ground situation, people will vote for
Modi. Another big take away is that the rise of the AAP is happening largely
at the cost of the Congress. After having ousted the Congress in Delhi and
Punjab, AAP has made its presence felt in Gujarat. The AAP ran an aggres-
sive campaign to make inroads in PM Modi's home state but failed to make
a significant impact in terms of seat share.  Arvind Kejriwal's party, howev-
er, has received a not-insignificant vote share of nearly 13 per cent of the
total votes polled and gained the status of ‘national party’.

Krishna Jha

D riven by good performance compared to other sectors during the
pandemic, agriculture has absorbed an additional 11 million work-

ers over the last three years while the rest of the economy lost 15 million
jobs, said the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE). Jobs apart,
the question remains where does the surplus from the bumper crops gets
accommodated. According to CMIE’s Consumer Pyramids Household
Survey, agriculture saw an estimated 4.5 million increase in employment
during fiscal 2021-22. While total employment fell by 21.7 million in the
pandemic year of 2020-21, agriculture provided employment to a substan-
tial 3.4 million. In 2019-20 as well agriculture saw an addition of 3.1 million
to its count of employed. This has been possible because of good monsoon,
bumper production and higher prices, the CMIE said. It is a fact that even
though there was a hike in prices in agricultural production, that hardly
helped the rural producers. Life remained as hard as ever. With the bumper
crops, difficulties for the farmers were not resolved as the market forces
were not in their side. Situation remained grim and the migration rate was
huge. There were the adversities, in 2019-20, and yet agriculture grew by
5.5 percent, while the non-agricultural sectors grew by a lower 3.5 percent.
In 2020-21, agriculture grew by 3.3 per cent, though the rest of the econo-
my shrunk by 6.3 per cent. In 2021-22, while economy was recovering from
its deep fall, agriculture continued to grow by 3.3 per cent. The industry
and services sector, that constitutes more than 80 percent of the gross
value added (GVA) in the country, provides employment to 54.4 percent of
work force, and so far as agriculture is concerned that accounted for 18.19
percent of GVA in 2019-20, and retained 45.6 percent of the workforce.
Agriculture is one sector that has the highest number of people employed
as agricultural workers, as high as 151 million in the financial year of 2021,
despite the epidemic and lock down that had the extreme negative impact
on the country’s GDP ratio. Agrarian sector was the only one that saw an in-
creasing employment trend. With a year-on-year growth rate of 4.1 per-
cent, the sector accounted for almost 40.9 percent of employment growth.
Number of people employed in this sector, in millions in the financial year
of 2021, was 151.79, for 2020, it was 145.88, for 2019, 143, for 2018, 143.83,
and for 2017, it stood at 145.66. As per census, 2011, conducted by the reg-
istrar general of India, the total number of agricultural workers in the coun-
try went up from 234.1 million, among them were included 127.3 million
cultivators and 106.8 million agricultural workers. In recent years the share
of agricultural workers has come down to 58.2 percent in 2000 and by 2011,
it was 54.6 percent. Migration of rural to urban areas by the agricultural
workers was one factor that took its toll in this shift. It was in fact a general
phenomenon and natural in the development process. The reason for this
shift was lure for better wages, employment opportunities, in industries
and services as the graph of urbanisation was going up.  In a market econo-
my like India has, the movement of people for better opportunities is in-
evitable. The food grain production kept up its high levels. During 2018-19,
the production was estimated as 284.95 million tonnes (As per fourth ad-
vance estimates, 2018-19). As per the seventh schedule of our Constitution,
land comes under the purview of state government, and therefore it is on
the state governments, to make efforts to increase cultivable land, and the
Centre has to help the states through supplementing in crop development
programmes. But in reality, the Centre is busy in acquiring land for its own
vested interests. The purpose has been to serve the service and construc-
tion sector, and such non-productive areas that help the corporate sector
to evolve. It is not the food grains they are interested in, the land in their
hands turns into capital. Despite the fact that India has further fallen in the
Hunger Index to 107th position out of 121 countries, the government of
India, instead of finding ways to resolve the ultimate, that concerns life, is
busy criticising the agencies like Welthungerhilife or Concern Worldwide
that calculate the index. When the country is facing the grim scenario, the
latest India Wealth Report 2021, the number of dollar-millionaire house-
holds in India is increased by 11 per cent to 4,58,000 households in 2021, as
compared to 2020. A household having a net worth of at least INR 7 crore (1
million dollar), is referred to as a dollar-millionaire household. The report
has estimated that the number of dollar-millionaire households in the coun-
try shall increase by 30 percent over the next five years to reach 6,00,000
households in 2026. The contrast is obvious. There is the growth, even
though restricted, there are haunting shadows too. The basics are kept in-
tact. The surplus from the bumper production does not feed the hunger of
those living at the bottom, their wages are still not even the minimum,
while MSP remains a far cry.

Agriculture is contributing
in a big way to India’s
employment growth

Focus shifts to LS 
elections in 2024

Extinction on our plates

Yoshita Singh

T he awe-inspiring story
of a woman in India

who enrolls in first grade at
the ripe old age of 96 is now
paving the way for an ambi-
tious movement to bring five
million girls back to school
over a period of three years,
rehabilitate classrooms and
improve nutrition. Barefoot
Empress', a 15-minute short
film directed by Michelin Star
Chef Vikas Khanna and pro-
duced by Oscar-nominated
Doug Roland chronicles the
remarkable journey of
Karthyayani Amma of
Kerala, who as a young girl
did not have access to educa-
tion, displays tremendous
courage and resilience when
she joins a first grade class at
the age of 96. The nonagenari-
an scores a highly commend-
able 98 out of 100.

Khanna highlights that
Barefoot Empress' is a "love
letter to never giving up on
your dreams" while also shin-
ing a light on the lack of edu-
cational opportunity for girls
in certain parts of India. With
Amma as the inspiration,
Khanna, whose directorial
debut the Neena Gupta-star-
rer The Last Color' won criti-
cal acclaim globally, is now fo-
cussed on setting in motion a
movement that involves reha-
bilitating classrooms for bet-
ter educational environment,
improving nutrition by pro-

viding healthy meals, provid-
ing basic educational supplies
in partnership with non-prof-
it organisation Leap to Shine
and training girls in culinary
skills to be financially inde-
pendent. Inspired by Barefoot
Empress, Leap to Shine has
named Amma, who was hon-
oured with the Indian govern-
ment's prestigious Nari
Shakti Puraskar in 2020, a
global ambassador and
pledged to educate five mil-
lion girls in India.

"Barefoot Empress is an in-
spirational story of courage,
perseverance of Karthyayani
Amma story of a girl who
dreamt of going school, and
finally walked to school after
96 years However, there will
be eleven million girls who
might never get that chance!"
Khanna said. For Khanna and
his team, the "mission around
Barefoot Empress is focussed
around starting a movement
to bring girls back to school
while impacting education
and livelihood skills. Our goal
is to deliver this for five mil-
lion girls."

The movement to bring five
million girls back to school in
three years will be enabled by
a four-pronged approach. This
will include rehabilitating
and renovating classrooms
and creating an enabling
learning environment.

While 18 classrooms have
been renovated over the last
few days, the plan is to reha-

bilitate 25 classrooms in
phase one. The movement
also aims to focus on nutri-
tion, the lack of which leads
to school drop outs. Khanna's
team estimates that it takes 10
dollars to support and provide
meals to a girl child for one
year and they plan to serve
100,000 meals.

Under the initiative, school
bags, pencils, books and
copies, tablets are being dis-
tributed to girls in margin-
alised schools to bridge the
educational and digital di-
vide. Tablets are also being
provided to 300 girls.

The fourth aspect of the
movement is to pilot a culi-
nary course for girls from un-
derserved communities in
Dharavi to make them self-re-
liant and financially inde-
pendent through livelihood
enhancement programs. The
team is planning to run a pilot
with 25 girls to begin with and
then scale it. The COVID-19
pandemic continues to have a
significant negative impact
on the education of girls not
only in India but around the
world, setting nations back
after decades of progress of
ensuring gender equality in
education. UNESCO had esti-
mated that following the
COVID-19 pandemic and its
unprecedented disruption to
education, 11 million girls
may not return to school.

Girls aged 12-17 are at par-
ticular risk of dropping out of

school in low and lower-in-
come countries, whereas boys
are more at risk in upper-mid-
dle and high-income coun-
tries, the UN agency had said.
UNESCO had said that before
COVID-19, there was already a
long way to reach gender
equality in and through edu-
cation.

In 10 countries around the
world (Benin, Cameroon,
Guinea, Haiti, Mali, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Papua New Guinea,
Senegal and Timor-Leste), the
"poorest girls spend less than
2 years in school on average.
In Guinea, Mali and Pakistan
over 80 per cent of poor girls
have spent only two years or
less in school," it said last
year. According to the Gender
Report of the Global
Education Monitoring Report
(GEM), in the past 25 years,
180 million more girls have
enrolled in primary and sec-
ondary education since the
Beijing Declaration and
Platform for Action, a land-
mark commitment to advance
the rights of girls and women
made in 1995 by 189 countries.
"These gains are now threat-
ened by the COVID-19 pan-
demic," the UN agency said.
Barefoot Empress has been
garnering critical acclaim
globally and won the Biogen
Award for Best Short Film at
Tokyo's prestigious Short
Shorts Film Festival this year.
It was showcased at Asia
Society, with award-winning

American journalist Katie
Couric moderating a post-
screening Q&A session with
Khanna. Leading artists and
executives from around the
world have showered praise
on the short film. Renowned
actor Shabana Azmi said the
movie "stays with you long
after you've watched it" and
Amma "is the epitome of
strength and determination."
Prominent actor Anupam
Kher said "you are never too
old to pursue your dreams as
long as you have the courage
and determination." Former
PepsiCo CEO Indra Nooyi
said the movie is a "necessary
reminder to girls and women
everywhere of the power of
hope. I was moved to tears."

Under his Feed India' cam-
paign, Khanna had distrib-
uted millions of meals and es-
sential supplies across India
during the first wave of the
COVID-19 pandemic and
worked round-the-clock to
mobilise and transport thou-
sands of oxygen concentra-
tors, fire-resistant PPE kits
and other essential supplies
as the pandemic ravaged
across his homeland. Khanna
hopes that the one step that
Amma took at the age of 96 to-
wards a school will herald in
hope and possibilities for mil-
lions of young girls in India
and beyond to fulfill a similar
dream that Amma harbored
for decades - that of a good ed-
ucation.

Chef Vikas Khanna aims to bring 5 million girls back to school
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Appointment

New Delhi:

Metropolis Healthcare
said it has appointed
Surendran
Chemmenkotil as the
Chief Executive
Officer, with effect
from January 2, 2023.
Chemmenkotil will be
joining Metropolis
from Airtel Networks
Ltd, Nigeria, where he
worked as Managing
Director and Chief
Executive Officer
(CEO). "I believe that
Surendran is the right
candidate to deliver
the next phase of
growth and ensure
sustainable value cre-
ation for stakehold-
ers," Metropolis
Healthcare Managing
Director Ameera Shah
said in a statement.

Over-subscribed
New Delhi: The
fourth tranche of
Bharat Bond ETF,
India's first corporate
bond exchange traded
fund, was subscribed
2.8 times with the total
collection exceeding
Rs 2,800 crore, DIPAM
Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said.
The new fund offer of
the ETF which was
open from December
2-8 had a base issue
size of Rs 1,000 crore,
with a greenshoe op-
tion of retaining over-
subscription of Rs
4,000 crore. "The April
2033 issue of Bharat
Bond ETF has been
oversubscribed 2.8
times against the base
issue size of Rs 1,000
cr. The total collection
has crossed Rs 2,800
crore," Pandey tweet-
ed. The funds raised
would be utilised for
undertaking capital
expenditures by pub-
lic sector enterprises.

Digital India Bill 

New Delhi: After the
draft data protection
bill, the government is
now all set to bring an-
other key legislation --
Digital India Bill --
that will be made
available for public
consultation by the
month-end, Minister
of State for IT Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said.
The Digital India Bill,
which will replace the
22-year old
Information
Technology (IT) Act,
will be contemporary
and a modern piece of
legislation, the
Minister promised.

Privatisation bids
New Delhi: The dead-
line to submit prelimi-
nary bids for IDBI
Bank privatisation is
likely to be extended
by almost a month till
early January, a gov-
ernment official said
on Friday. The govern-
ment and LIC together
are looking to sell a
60.72 per cent stake in
IDBI Bank, and the
last date for submit-
ting an Expression of
Interest (EoI) or pre-
liminary bids is
December 16.
Transaction advisors
have received a few re-
quests for an extension
of the deadline. Since
foreign investment
bankers would not be
working due to year-
end holidays, the dead-
line would be extend-
ed, the official said.

New Delhi, Dec 10:  

A day after the RBI
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director
Uday Kotak said the cen-
tral bank may go for one
more rate hike to bring in-
flation below its upper tol-
erance level of 6 per cent.

Yesterday, the RBI indi-
cated that it wants infla-
tion to be within the band
first and then move to-
wards the target of 4 per
cent, Kotak said at the CII
Global Economic Policy
Summit 2022. "My sense is
that there could be one
more rate hike and that
may be the time for think-
ing about a pivot, but we
got to watch very closely
the data, and maybe
around 6.5 per cent as it

looks today, subject to
what happens to the world,
subject to what happens to
oil, subject to what hap-
pens to many other
things," he said. Kotak fur-
ther said the US Federal
Reserve's decision on in-
terest rates this month
will be a signal for other
central banks. "I think that
is going to be a very cru-
cial signal about what is
the interest rate trajectory
in the largest market and

the largest pool of money
in the world, which is the
US," he said. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
Wednesday hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points
to 6.25 per cent, the fifth
straight increase since
May. In all, the RBI has
raised the benchmark rate
by 2.25 per cent since May
this year.

On the potential of the
Indian economy, Kotak
said the country has be-
come the fifth largest in
the world at about USD 3.2
trillion and has huge po-
tential. There are opportu-
nities to move up the lad-
der, to be among the top
three in the world, and its
realisation would depend
on certain metrics, includ-
ing economic perform-
ance in terms of absolute
GDP and absolute per

capita income instead of
the PPP comparison, he
said.

To develop world class
Indian companies, he
stressed on the need to
build scale in manufactur-
ing based on cutting edge
product innovation and
developing IP rights
rather than depending on
arbitrage alone to secure
an advantage. Speaking at
the event, Bajaj Finserv
Managing Director Sanjiv
Bajaj said credit needs to
be given to the govern-
ment for continuous and
consistent investment
from their side in public
infrastructure. While the
aspect of developing new
manufacturing capacities
holds promise, its realisa-
tion would depend on exe-
cution of policies, Bajaj
noted.

RBI may effect one more
rate hike; repo rate may

rise to 6.5 pc: Uday Kotak

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

With 2022 turning out to
be the best ever year in
terms of sales, luxury car-
maker BMW India expects
volume to remain robust in
2023 as well as it looks to
drive in multiple products,
including electric sedan i7.
The carmaker, which sells
products under BMW and
Mini brands in the car seg-
ment and bikes under BMW
Motorrad, is all set to intro-
duce eight products over the
next eight weeks in the coun-
try. "For us, we believe it
(sales momentum) will
carry on for sure. We got fan-
tastic products coming next

year as well. We are starting
with eight big launches with
three being super big prod-
ucts, so I am very confident.
We will grow in a very

strong way in 2023 as well,"
BMW Group India President
Vikram Pawah told PTI in
an interaction. He was reply-
ing to a query whether the

company would be able to
maintain sales growth next
year as well. Pawah noted
that the domestic car market
is witnessing a positive
phase and is expected to
carry forward to 2023 as well.
"People are looking at buy-
ing cars they have always
dreamt of..families are look-
ing at driving (for) holi-
days..so all this will help
carry forward the momen-
tum," he said. There were
some economic challenges
in terms of inflation and ris-
ing interest rates but those
could be overcome with new
products and the traction
that is already there in the
market, Pawah noted.

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

The number of benefici-
aries of the Rs 6,000 per
year cash doles given to
farmers under the PM-
KISAN scheme has in-
creased from 3.16 crore at
the inception in 2018 to
8.42 crore now,
Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar in-
formed the Rajya Sabha.
Under the PM-KISAN
scheme, the Centre pays
Rs 6,000 per year in three
equal instalments. The
scheme was launched in
February 2019 but was
made applicable from
December 2018. According
to the written information
provided by Tomar in
reply to a question, the
number of beneficiaries
peaked at 10.45 crore dur-
ing April-July this year
when the 11th instalment
under the scheme was
paid. So far, 8.42 crore

farmers have received the
12th instalment during
this fiscal's second cycle
that began in August. It
was not clear whether all
eligible beneficiaries have
been paid the 12th instal-
ments. "The number of
beneficiaries under PM-
KISAN Scheme has in-
creased from 3.16 crore in
the 1st period (December
2018 March 2019) to 8.42
crore in the 12th
period(August 2022
November 2022)," Tomar
said in the written reply to
the Rajya Sabha.

As per the data, the
number of beneficiaries
in the first instalment
stood at over 3.16 crore.

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari  said he is an avid
foodie and the first serious
thought that comes to his
mind in the evenings is
where and what to eat. The
road transport and high-
ways minister further said
there has not been any re-
duction in his intention of
having food but the quanti-
ty of his consumption has
reduced. "I am fond of
food. The first thing I
think seriously after 7 o'-
clock in the evening is to
eat in which hotel and
what food to eat," the min-
ister said while speaking
at 'Agenda Aaj Tak' event.
Gadkari added that he is a
vegetarian and has gone to

many hotels. "Khane ki
neeyat mein kami nahin
aayi hae, par khane mein
aayi hae (there has been
no reduction in the inten-
tion to eat, though the food
intake has reduced)," the
minister added. The min-
ister also advised people to

think about their health
first, "as health is wealth."
Gadkari further said if
Tesla founder Elon Musk
wants to manufacture in
India, then he is welcome.

"If the manufacturing
happens in China than in
India, they will not get
concession for marketing.
If they do manufacturing
in India, in any state, then
they will be benefited," the
minister stressed.
American electric car-
maker Tesla, which has
been seeking reduction in
import duties to sell its ve-
hicles in India, will not
manufacture its products
locally unless it is allowed
to first sell and service its
cars in the country, Musk
had earlier said.

Number of beneficiaries
under PM-KISAN rises to

8.42 cr: Tomar
̈ More than Rs 2 lakh cr

paid so far

Mumbai, Dec 10: 

India's foreign exchange
reserves soared by USD 11.02
billion to reach USD 561.162
billion for the week ended
December 2, Reserve Bank
data showed on Friday. This is
the fourth consecutive week of
rise in the reserves. In the pre-
vious reporting week, the
overall reserves had grown by
USD 2.9 billion to USD 550.14
billion. For the week ended
November 11, the forex kitty
had jumped by USD 14.72 bil-
lion in its second fastest week-
ly acceleration ever. In
October 2021, the country's
foreign exchange kitty had
reached an all-time high of
USD 645 billion. The reserves
have been declining as the
central bank deploys the kitty
to defend the rupee amid
pressures caused majorly by
global developments. Foreign
currency assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall
reserves, increased by USD
9.694 billion to USD 496.984
billion during the week to
December 2, according to the
Weekly Statistical Supplement
released by the RBI on Friday.

Forex kitty soars

USD 11 bn to USD

561.16 billion

I am fond of food: Gadkari BMW expects sales momentum to continue
next year; lines up 8 launches

The display of BMW ‘MINI Countryman’, in New Delhi, Saturday, Dec. 10.

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

The net inflow in equity
mutual funds plunged 76
per cent to Rs 2,258 crore in
November over the preced-
ing month amid a sharp up
move in the stock market
that made investors wary
of higher valuation. This
also marks the 21st straight
month of inflows into equi-
ty schemes. Overall, the
mutual fund industry reg-
istered net inflows of Rs
13,263 crore in November,
slightly lower from Rs
14,045 crore seen in the pre-
vious month, data released
by the Association of
Mutual Funds in India
(Amfi) showed.

Apart from equity, debt-
oriented mutual fund
schemes witnessed a net
infusion of Rs 3,668 crore
during the period under re-
view after withdrawing Rs
2,818 crore in the preceding
month. Other schemes --
index funds, gold ex-
change-traded funds

(ETFs), other ETFs and
Fund of funds investing
overseas -- saw an inflow of
Rs 10,394 crore. This was
mainly driven by index
funds, which contributed
Rs 8,602 crore alone.
However, gold ETFs wit-
nessed a net withdrawal of
Rs 195 crore. As per the
data, equity mutual funds
attracted Rs 2,258 crore in
November, much lower
than Rs 9,390 crore inflow
registered in the preceding

month. Experts believe
that the decline in inflows
in equities funds could be
attributed to the sharp
surge in the stock markets
that made investors wary
of higher valuations.
Equity schemes have been
witnessing net inflow since
March 2021. Before this,
these schemes had wit-
nessed outflows for eight
months from July 2020 to
February 2021, losing Rs
46,791 crore.

Equity mutual funds' inflow
drops 76 pc to Rs 2,258 cr in Nov

N.S.Venkatesh, Chief Executive, Association of Mutual Funds in
India addresses the 14th Mutual Fund Summit 2022' in Kolkata,
Saturday, Dec.10.

Mumbai, Dec 10: 

Simpolo Ceramics is the
fastest-growing premium
brand in the ceramic in-
dustry in India. The brand
has grown leaps and
bounds by offering stun-
ning designs of the best
quality to its consumers.
Simpolo is inspired by the
Italian ceramic market and
is the first ceramic brand
to take an initiative to cre-
ate tiles made with latest
cutting-edge technologies.
Simpolo Ceramics expands
its business and launches
its 100th Gallery in
Karnataka (Vijayapura) in
an area of over 5400 sq. ft.
On the grand opening of
the showroom Mr. Bharat
Aghara (CMO) shared
Simpolo is planning to
open 100 more showrooms
in important business cen-

ters in the next 2 years.
Simpolo focus on enhanc-
ing customer’s experience
which includes Live
Display Mockup and scan-
ning of QR code with im-
mediate visualization in
360-degree view of the
products, thus helping the
customer in finalization of
the product quickly.
Simpolo has the best-sell-
ing products of classy Dry
Granula (1200x2400),
styling & enriching Posh
Surface for Indoor Space
(1200x1800) & Kitchen Top
(790 x 3000) along with
Rockdeck series for
Outdoor Application in
16mm. Simpolo Vitrified,
founded in 2008, is one of
the market leaders in the
premium tiles segment in
India. The Simpolo Group
started in 1977, with the
roof tile products and en-

tered through Simpolo
brand in sanitaryware
business in 1991. Simpolo
now is engaged in the busi-
ness of designing, manu-
facturing, supplying and
distributing wide range of
premium products in tiles
and sanitaryware segment.
The company offers its
products to builders, archi-
tects and home owners,
both in India and outside
India through a network of
over 1100 dealers with ex-
port to over 50 countries.
Simpolo has always been
industry leader in intro-
ducing the latest technolo-
gy in the Indian market
with high quality stan-
dards and has the best-in-
class manufacturing facili-
ties in Morbi, Gujarat.
Company has managed to
create a strong brand recall
in the mind of consumers.

Simpolo opens its 100th Showroom

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

It would be "injudicious"
for state governments to
give up the new pension
scheme which was imple-
mented after much deliber-
ations, and such a move
would put them under "dif-
ficulties and duress", 15th
Finance Commission
chairman N K Singh said.
The new pension scheme
was adopted after extensive
debate and deliberations,
Singh said on the sidelines
of an event organised by in-
dustry body CII.

Political parties such as
Congress and AAP are
promising voters to switch
to the old pension scheme.
In some states like
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, Congress
has already reverted to the
old pension scheme, while
AAP has promised the
same in Punjab. In the re-
cently concluded state leg-
islative election at
Himachal Pradesh, rever-
sion to the old pension
scheme was a major poll

promise by the Congress
party, which got majority
seats in the results declared
on Thursday. When asked
about states reverting to
the old pension scheme,
Singh said: "It is an injudi-
cious step to give up the
new pension scheme and to
go back and adopt the old
pension scheme." This was
debated very carefully dur-
ing the earlier government
and former prime minister
Manmohan Singh was one
of the votaries, he said. "My
colleague Montek Singh
Ahluwalia has commented
extensively on the subject
that it will be a fiscal disas-
ter for the state to go back
from the new pension
scheme and adopt the old
pension scheme," he said.

Injudicious for states to shift to
old pension scheme: N K Singh

Bengaluru, Dec 10: 

The 17th edition of Myntra's
biannual End of Reason Sale
(EORS), India's largest fashion
shopping carnival is set to
bring millions of fashion afi-
cionados in the country, on-
trend looks from across the
globe. This edition of EORS is
bigger with a 70% higher
style count than the previous
winter edition, raising the bar
with over 17 lakh styles across
6000+ popular domestic and
international brands on offer,
and is being held from the 10
to 16 of December ’22. The 7-
day event is poised to provide
unmatched offers across cate-
gories like winter wear, party
wear, ethnic wear, beauty and
personal care (BPC), and
home and lifestyle, among
others and is expected to
cater to ~5 million unique cus-
tomers across the country.
What should shoppers look
out for? Consumers can
choose from an extensive
selection of fashion, lifestyle,
home decor, beauty and per-
sonal care (BPC) products at
sharp value offers and

unprecedented prices, from
leading brands like USPA,
Lakme, Dorothy Perkins,
boohoo, Nasty Gal, H&M,
MASIC, Anomaly, Etude, Levis,
Louis Phillipe, Kenneth Cole,
Nike, Puma, Adidas, Boat, Red
Tape, HRX, Baggit, Lavie,
Anouk, Vishudh, Mamaearth,
MAC, Benefit, Bath and Body
Works, among others.  Some
of the key category highlights
include the Sports segment,
with about 2000+ brands
across footwear and apparel
on offer, followed by the BPC
segment, which will host
1400+ brands at never-before
prices, offering more than 70K
styles, including incredible
offers on Maybelline and
Lakme, buy 1 get 1 offer on
brands like Nivea and WOW.
In addition, premium brands
like MAC, Kama Ayurveda,
and Forest Essentials are also
giving free gifts and other
exciting offers to engage
shoppers. New launches in the
segment that are set to capti-
vate consumers include, lead-
ing brands such as Anomaly,
MASIC, Freeman, and Etude,
among others. 

Myntra’s EORS-17 is live with
a whopping 17 lakh styles 

New Delhi, Dec 10: 

The trade deficit, differ-
ence between import and
exports, between India
and China has touched
USD 51.5 billion during
April-October this fiscal,
Parliament was informed
on Friday. The deficit dur-
ing 2021-22 had jumped to
USD 73.31 billion as com-
pared to 44.03 billion in
2020-21, according to the
data provided by com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal in a writ-
ten reply to the Rajya
Sabha.

According to the data,
imports during April-
October this fiscal stood at
USD 60.27 billion, while ex-
ports aggregated at USD

8.77 billion. He said that
the merchandise exports
from India to China have
increased from USD 11.93
billion in 2014-15 to USD
21.26 billion in 2021-22,
showing an increase of
78.2 per cent over the last
six years. Imports from
China, on the other hand,
have increased from USD
60.41 billion in 2014-15 to
USD 94.57 billion in 2021-
22.

"The trade deficit with
China in 2004-05 was USD
1.48 billion, which in-
creased to USD 36.21 bil-
lion in 2013-14, an increase
of 2,346 per cent. Against
this massive increase, the
trade deficit with China
has since increased by
only 100 per cent to USD

73.31 billion in 2021-22,"
Goyal said. He informed
that most of the goods im-
ported from China are cap-
ital goods, intermediate
goods and raw materials
and are used for meeting
the demand of fast ex-
panding sectors like elec-
tronics, telecom and power
in India. "The rise in im-
port of electronic compo-
nents, computer hardware
and peripherals, telephone
components, etc. can be at-
tributed to transforming
of India into a digitally
empowered society and a
knowledge economy.
India's dependence on im-
ports in these categories is
largely due to the gap be-
tween domestic supply
and demand," he added.

India, China trade deficit at USD 51.5 billion
during April-October this fiscal

Go First to operate 42
weekly flights from
Goa’s new airport

Mumbai, Dec 10: 

Domestic carrier Go First on

Friday said it will operate 42

direct flights per week, connect-

ing Mumbai, Hyderabad and

Bengaluru from the new interna-

tional airport at Mopa in North

Goa. The airline's operations

from the existing airport at

Dabolim in the Southern part of

the state will also continue, Go

First said in a statement. The

Wadia Group airline currently

operates 65 non-stop weekly

flights to and from Dabolim air-

port to key destinations in the

country. Developed by the GMR

Airports Ltd through its sub-

sidiary GMR Goa International

Airport Limited (GGIAL) on

design, build, finance, operate

and transfer (DBFOT) basis, the

state's second airport is set to be

inaugurated by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Sunday. 

Malaika
Arora for

beau Arjun
Kapoor: ‘I’m

not 
ruining 
his life’

M
alaika Arora fi-
nally got candid
about her love

life with actor Arjun
Kapoor and said that she
is not ruining his life by
dating him in the latest
episode of 'Moving In with
Malaika'.

In the latest episode of
her reality show, Malaika
channelled her inner
stand-up comic and talked
about being targeted over
the way she walks, her di-
vorce with Arbaaz Khan
and relationship with
Arjun. She even cracked
jokes on her sister Amrita
Arora and friend Anusha
Dandekar. Malaika spoke
about Arjun at length and
said that she is not ruining
his life by dating him.

She said: "And unfortu-
nately not only am I old, I
am also dating a younger
man. I mean I have guts. I
mean I am ruining his life,
right? I am not ruining his
life." "It's not like he was
going to school and he
couldn't focus on studies
and I told him to come
with me. I mean, every
time we are on a date, it's
not like he is bunking
classes. I didn't catch him
on the street while he was
catching Pokemon."

Malaika said that Arjun
is "a goddam grown up
man." "We are two con-
senting adults. If an older
man dates a younger girl,
he is a player. But if an
older woman dates a
younger man, she is a
cougar. This is not fair."

ACROSS

1. Night twinkler

5. Radar spot

9. Item of value

14. Rocker ____ Turner

15. Rock's partner

16. Southern beauty

17. Recommended

19. Not fresh

20. Dried grape

21. Male vendors

23. Actress ____ DeGeneres

24. Hamilton bill

25. Seaweed

29. Picturesque

34. Drooping

38. Soccer's ____ Hamm

39. Tranquil

40. Historic canal

41. Uncanny

43. Marathon, e.g.

44. Tooth deposit

46. Long period

47. RR terminals

48. Looks disdainfully

49. Hurry

51. Extremely

53. Mete out

58. Capital of Finland

63. Snow vehicle

64. Regions

65. Flexible

67. Pollute

68. Jedi master

69. Psychic

70. 19th letters

71. Mailbox opening

72. Besides that

DOWN

1. Fixed gaze

2. Wave type

3. Blacksmith's block

4. Elevate

5. Fiber source

6. Tennis stroke

7. Misfortunes

8. Skirt fold

9. Lack

10. Movie backdrops

11. Close loudly

12. Model ____ Macpherson

13. Adolescent

18. Kitchen basin

22. Decreases

26. Ralph Waldo ____

27. Commit perjury

28. Kitchen gadget

30. Makes a mistake

31. Not messy

32. Indian of Peru

33. Average grades

34. Leases

35. Iraq's neighbor

36. Swamp

37. Baseball's ____ Rose

42. Promissory note

45. Dali and Picasso

50. Cease

52. Approves

54. Tenant's document

55. Defame

56. Makes eyes at

57. Not here

58. Despise

59. Historic periods

60. Oahu wreaths

61. Sensible

62. Revered one

63. Lovers' quarrel

66. Turmoil
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A
full-on 'faadu'
episode of Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television's The Kapil
Sharma Show awaits this
weekend! This Saturday's
episode will be graced by
the amazing team of Sony
LIV's web series 'Faadu: A
Love Story', which in-
cludes Saiyami Kher,
Abhilash Thapliyal,
Pavail Gulati and
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari. The
special guest will not only
make some surprising
revelations but also laugh
out loud with Host Kapil
Sharma and his atrangi
mohalla who will be at
their best!

In the midst of the fun
banter, Host Kapil
Sharma will pull
Abhilash Thapliyal’s leg
by asking if the produc-
ers provided him with a
script or an alcohol bottle
for the role. Abhilash jok-

ingly replies, “Yes, I did
get a bottle but not of al-
cohol but of Glycerin
(laughs).” Pavail Gulati
will go on to joke about
how every actor has an

entourage cost, but
Abhilash had a separate
budget for glycerin as he
never entered the set
without glycerin.

Abhilash will go on to

spill the beans about the
glycerin story, saying,
“My character is an alco-
holic but on the other
hand I am a teetotaler.
And Ashwiny ma’am was

very precise about how
the character looked, so I
made it a point to personi-
fy the look on screen. My
character looks very
tanned and shabby, he
drinks a lot, so even before
the wine shop opens, he is
waiting at the gate. His
eyes have a slight shine so
to get that I used glycer-
ine.” Complimenting such
dedication of Abhilash,
co-star Saiyami Kher
says, “Abhilash plays the
role of an alcoholic so
whenever we used to sit in
Pavail’s vanity, people on
set would not recognize
him and would try to
throw him out thinking
he is some random man,
his look was that realis-
tic.” Tune in to The Kapil
Sharma Show airing
every Saturday and
Sunday at 9:30 PM only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Abhilash apprises about his role in ‘Faadu: A Love Story’

'F
ame Game' actor Danish Sood enjoyed being part of the web series
'CAT' and playing the role of Randeep Hooda's brother. The actor
shared why he thinks Randeep is a perfect co-actor and why peo-

ple would love to watch the web series. He said: "I played his younger
brother on screen and because of his compassion and guidance on set, I
felt like his younger brother off screen as well. He's one of those actors
who gives his all to the performance. He was completely immersed in his
character and I really admire that about him." Danish continued: "When
he's on set, he's very methodical and dwells deep into his character. We
have a lot of scenes of familial brotherly nuances from giving me milk
and almonds so that I can study for my exams, dropping me to air-
ports, fighting and arguing over dinner to eventually picking me up
from jail. Randeep's character holds a very father-like position for
Sunny and he surely translated it on screen." Danish is known for
his works in 'Jugaadistan', and 'Hostages 2'. He also composed the
song 'Jaanu Na' for 'Mismatched 2'. The actor said that he learned
a lot from Randeep. "He puts his heart into his work and you can

see it in this show. It was a treat to work with him. There
was so much give and take and he had great feed-
back in terms of the performances, script and the
scene. There was a lot of learning from him on set.

His commitment and diligence are remarkable
and it's inspiring for any young actor."

Randeep Hooda is ‘a treat to
work with,’ says Danish Sood T

he audience will wit-
ness shocking twists
in &TV shows

Doosri Maa, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa track
Ashok shares, “While
Ashok (Mohit Dagga) tries
to hide Mala’s (Niddhi
Uttam) picture, Kamini
catches him and starts
blackmailing him for two
lakhs. On the other hand,
Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) and Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) try to find
Mala's missing picture but
are unable to track it
down. Yashoda blames
Aastha and asks her to re-
turn it, but Krishna takes
Astha's stand. Yashoda
tells Ashok to enroll
Krishna in school, but he
denies it saying he doesn't
have enough money to af-
ford his education. Babuji

(Sunil Dutt) yells at
Krishna over an argument
and writes "Naukar" on
his forehead. Yashoda
feels terrible and tries
cleaning Krishna’s fore-
head, but Kamini takes the
jug and throws water on
Yashoda.” About &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
track Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra shares, “Anita
(Vidisha Srivastava) gives
an ultimatum to Vibhuti

(Aasif Sheikh): get her
fifty thousand rupees, or
she will throw his chacha
(Anup Upadhyay) out of
the house. Prem
(Vishwajeet Soni) makes
Vibhuti meet a scientist
experimenting with one of
his projects and looking
for a human body to im-
plant a chip in. Vibhuti ac-
cepts his offer in exchange
for fifty thousand and in-
forms Anita about it.

T
aking a new turn
and moving away
from being a come-

dy channel to becoming a
channel known for bring-
ing relatable content with
its pulse on the feelings of
Indian families and sto-
ries which resonate with
viewers, Sony SAB is set
to launch a new show ti-
tled Dil Diyaan Gallaan.
The show highlights the
predicament of many
families in India who are
distanced from their
loved ones due to migra-
tion, misunderstandings
and unspoken words.

Dil Diyaan Gallan is the
story of three generations
with their roots in Punjab
and the show features vet-
eran actor Panjak Berry
along with an ensemble
cast including Kaveri
Priyam, Jasjeet Babbar,

Sandeep Baswana, Ravi
Gossain and Hema Sood
among others. The new
show showcases a
Punjabi family grappling

with the consequences of
migration and a lot of un-
spoken feelings among
the family members. The
channel hopes to capture

a new way of looking at
estrangement and misun-
derstanding, giving peo-
ple a different perspective
and hope. The story of a
family from Hoshiarpur,
Dil Diyaan Gallaan will
explore the journey of a
family where the first two
generations refuse to for-
give and forget but are
forced to face their past
and hopefully heal when
the third-generation steps
in. With this show Sony
SAB looks forward to con-
necting with the audience
through more relatable
stories about common
people's lives. With the
debut of Dil Diyaan
Gallaan on Sony SAB,
December appears to be a
lot warmer and cozier for
the viewers! Tune in on
12th December at 7:30 PM
only on Sony SAB.

‘Dil Diyaan Gallaan’ premieres on Dec 12

Shocking twists in &TV shows

A
s they complete one
year of marital
bliss, star couple

Vicky Kaushal and
Katrina Kaif wished each
other on social media by
posting never-seen-before
wedding pictures.

Vicky shared a string of
pictures on his Instagram
and confessed his ever
growing love for Katrina.

He wrote in the caption:
"Time flies... but it flies in
the most magical way with
you my love. Happy one
year of marriage to us. I
love you more than you
can ever imagine."

Katrina too shared a
slew of images from the
wedding, which took place
in Rajasthan last year.

She wrote: "My ray of
light. Happy one year."

Vicky and Katrina tied
the knot on December 9,
2021 at Six Senses Resort,
Fort Barwara in Sawai
Madhopur, Rajasthan.

On the acting front,
Vicky awaits the release of

'Govinda Naam Mera',
which also stars Kiara
Advani and Bhumi
Pednekar. Katria will be
seen in 'Tiger 3' alongside
Salman Khan.

Vicky confesses his eternal love for
Kat on 1st wedding anniversary

Singer-songwriter-hit-
maker Taylor Swift is set

to leave the audience
'enchanted' (pun intended)
with her foray into feature
filmmaking.
She has written an original
script, which will be pro-
duced by the Oscar-winning
studio behind 'Nomadland'
and 'The Shape of Water',
reports Variety. Other key
details, like a plot and cast-
ing, are being kept under
wraps until a later date, but
landing the project from
one of the world's most
successful musicians is a
coup.
"Taylor is a once-in-a-gen-
eration artist and story-
teller. It is a genuine joy
and privilege to collaborate
with her as she embarks on
this exciting and new cre-
ative journey," said
Searchlight presidents
David Greenbaum and
Matthew Greenfield.

According to Variety, Swift
recently became the only
solo artist ever to be hon-
oured with two best direc-
tion awards at the MTV
VMAs for her work on 'All
Too Well: The Short Film'
and 'The Man'. Swift is an
11-time Grammy winner
and the only female artist
to win album of the year on
three different occasions. In
October, Swift released
'Midnights', her 10th studio
album. The 14-minute pro-
duction of 'All Too Well: The
Short Film', which Swift
wrote and directed,
screened at the 2022
Tribeca Film Festival and
Toronto International Film
Festival. Swift has also
acted on screen, appearing
in 'Valentine's Day', 'Cats'
and, this year, in David O.
Russell's 'Amsterdam'. The
latter two films were notori-
ous bombs, but Swift only
had small roles in them.

Taylor Swift to make directorial
debut with her original script



Could have got to
300: Ishan Kishan

Chattogram: The
diminutive Ishan

Kishan was delighted to
score the fastest double
hundred in ODI cricket
history but rued about
missing out on a golden
opportunity to become the
first triple centurion in the
format. Playing only his
10th ODI, the 24-year-old
displayed fearless batting
as he shattered Chris
Gayle's record of fastest
(138 balls) double century
in the format when he
took just 126 balls to the
milestone. India posted a
huge 409 for eight. He was
out for 210 in the 36th over
of the Indian innings. "I
got out with 15 (14.1) overs
left. I could have got 300
also," Kishan told the
broadcasters 'SonyLiv' at
the innings break. The
Jharkhand left-hander be-

came the fourth Indian
batter to score a double
hundred. Indian skipper
Rohit Sharma has scored
it thrice including his
highest ODI score of 264
while Sachin Tendulkar
and Virender Sehwag have
scored once each.

"I am blessed to hear my
name between such leg-
ends. The wicket was too
good to bat on. My intent
was very clear -- if the ball
is there, I'll go for it," he re-
vealed about his strategy.
His record-breaking knock
came in the company of
Virat Kohli and Kishan
credited the star India bat-
ter to "calm him down"
when he was approaching
his maiden century. "I was
batting with Virat bhai,
and he was spot on with
which bowlers I needed to
select [to target].
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Chattogram, Dec 10 (PTI):

Ishan Kishan smashed
the fastest double hundred
in the history of ODI
cricket as India beat
Bangladesh by 227 runs in
the inconsequential third
and final match here on
Saturday.

Put in to bat, Kishan
blasted 210 off 131 balls,
while Virat Kohli (113) also
slammed his first ODI
hundred since August,
2019 to power India to a
massive 409 for 8.

Kishan, who came into
the side in place of an
injured Rohit Sharma,

slammed as many as 24
fours and 10
maximums.

Washington
Sundar also

chipped in
with 37 to
take the
team past

the 400-mark. In reply,
Bangladesh were all out
for 182 in 34 overs with
Shakib Al Hasan top-scor-
ing with a 50-ball 43 for the
hosts.

Shardul Thakur (3/30)
did most of the damage,
while Axar Patel (2/22)
and Umran Malik (2/43)
claimed two wickets each.

For Bangladesh, Ebadot
Hossain (2/80), Shakib Al
Hasan (2/68), Taskin
Ahmed (2/89), Mehidy
Hasan Miraz (1/76) and
Mustafizur Rahman (1/66)
were among wickets.

India beat Bangladesh by 227
runs in 3rd ODI, lose series 1-2

Lusail, Dec 10 (AP):

Lionel Messi started the
match by delivering anoth-
er soccer clinic. The
Argentina superstar
ended it sporting a blood-
ied top lip, shouting abuse
to opponents and even
blasting the referee. And of
course there were goals,
too, for one of the greats of
the game whose bid to win
the World Cup for the first
time is still on track.

Messi is heading to the
semifinals with Argentina
after a chaotic penalty-
shootout victory over
Netherlands that had just
about everything on
Friday. Argentina took a 2-
0 lead, conceded an equal-
izer in the 11th minute of
second-half stoppage time
to send the match to extra

time at 2-2, and then won
the shootout 4-3 amid a
deafening noise inside
Lusail Stadium.

Messi, who scored a
penalty in regulation time,
converted his penalty in
the shootout while goal-
keeper Emiliano Mart nez
made two saves to help
Argentina secure a semifi-
nal match against Croatia,
which beat Brazil earlier
Friday.

After Lautaro Martinez
scored the clinching penal-
ty, Messi with his arms
outstretched sprinted to-
ward the goalkeeper, who
had fallen to the ground to
the side of the goal, and
lay on top of him. "We had
to suffer," Messi said, "but
we got through." Messi
did, especially, in an often
violent match that fea-

tured 17 yellow cards a
record for a World Cup
match two of which went
to Netherlands defender
Denzel Dumfries, leading
to him getting sent off
after the game. Argentina
coach Lionel Scaloni
called the game "ugly" and
Messi was critical of the
Spanish referee, Antonio
Mateu, saying: "I don't
think he was up to the
standard. He was very
harmful for us."

In a side of Messi rarely
seen, he also broke off
from his post-match inter-
view on the field to shout
abuse at the scorer of the
Netherlands' two goals,
Wout Weghorst. "What are
you looking at, stupid?"
Messi was heard saying.

Messi and his team-
mates hung around on the

field for 20 minutes at the
end, taking turns dancing
and jumping up and down
in front of Argentina's cel-
ebrating, scarf-waving
fans. Messi said the late
Diego Maradona was look-
ing over the team. "Diego
is watching us from heav-
en," Messi said of the for-
mer Argentina captain
and coach who died two
years ago. "He is pushing
us. I hope it stays like that
until the end."

It is only the second
time Argentina has
reached the last four since
1990. In 2014, Messi was
part of the team that lost
to Germany in the final
and he looks in the mood
to get there again in a tour-
nament that he is turning
into his own personal
highlight reel.

Messi’s Argentina beat
Netherlands on penalties

Argentina
players celebrate

at the end of the World
Cup quarterfinal soccer

match between the
Netherlands and Argentina,

at the Lusail Stadium in
Lusail, Qatar, Saturday,

Dec. 10.

IInnddiiaa:: 409 for 8 in 50 overs
(Ishan Kishan 210, Virat
Kohli 113; Shakib Al Hasan
2/68).
BBaannggllaaddeesshh:: 182 all out in
34 overs (Shakib Al Hasan
43; Shardul Thakur 3/30).

Brief Score

Al Rayyan, Dec 10 (AP):

Croatia knocked Brazil
out of the World Cup on
Friday, beating the five-
time champions 4-2 in a
penalty shootout to reach
the semifinals for the sec-
ond straight time.

Croatia goalkeeper
Dominik Livakovic saved
a penalty attempt by
Rodrygo and Marquinhos
later hit the post.

The match had fin-
ished 1-1 after extra time,
with both goals coming
in the additional 30 min-
utes. Neymar scored late
in the first half of extra
time to give Brazil the

lead, but Croatia equal-
ized when Bruno
Petkovic scored in the
117th.

Neymar's goal moved
him into a tie with Pel as
Brazil's all-time leading
scorer with 77 goals.

Croatia will next face
either Argentina or the
Netherlands to try to re-
turn to the World Cup
final four years after los-
ing the title to France.

Five of Croatia's last
six matches at World
Cups have gone to extra
time, including in its
penalty shootout win
over Japan in the round
of 16 in Qatar. The team

has been successful in
eight of its last 10 knock-
out matches at the tour-
nament.

Brazil was trying to re-
turn to the semifinals for
the first time since 2014.
The team hadn't made it
to the last four since host-
ing the tournament eight
years ago, when the
Selecao was embarrassed
by Germany 7-1.

Brazil was trying to de-
feat a European opponent
in the knockout stage of
the World Cup for the
first time since the 2002
final against Germany,
when the team won for
the last time.

Croatia beats Brazil on penalties, enter semis

Players of Croatia celebrate after qualifying to the next round after defeating Brazil in the penalty
shoot-out of the Qatar 2022 World Cup quarter-final football match between Croatia and Brazil at
Education City Stadium in Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI):

Ushering in a new era in
country's sports administra-
tion, the legendary PT Usha
was on Saturday elected as
the first woman president of
Indian Olympic Association
(IOA).

The 58-year-old Usha, a
multiple Asian Games gold
medallist and fourth place
finisher in the 1984 Los
Angeles Olympics 400m hur-
dles final, was declared elect-
ed unopposed for the top post
in the polls. The elections
were held under the supervi-
sion of Supreme Court-ap-
pointed retired SC judge L
Nageswara Rao. The eleva-
tion of Usha to the top job
marked an end to the long

drawn crisis in the faction-
ridden IOA, which was
warned of a possible suspen-
sion by the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) if
elections are not held this
month. The polls were origi-
nally due to be held in
December 2021. Usha's
anointment to the top post
was a forgone conclusion late
last month after she emerged
as the lone candidate for the
top post. Nobody was willing
to fight against Usha, who
was nominated to the Rajya
Sabha by the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party in
July. Double Olympic medal-
list shuttler PV Sindhu, who
is a member of the IOA
Athletes Commission, con-
gratulated Usha on her his-
toric appointment. "First I
would like to congratulate
Ma'am (Usha). She herself is
a legend in athletics. She is
also an MP right now and so I
think right now this is some-
thing new for the sport. She
will definitely do well and I
wish her all the very best,"
Sindhu told reporters.

PT Usha becomes first
woman IOA president

Multan, Dec 10 (AP):

England is well placed to
set another difficult target
for Pakistan on a turning
wicket in the second test de-
spite spinner Abrar Ahmed
completing a 10-wicket haul
on his debut on Saturday.

Half centuries by Harry
Brook (74 not out) and Ben
Duckett (79) led England to
202-5 an overall lead of 281
runs on Day Two after
Pakistan had crumbled for
202 in the first session.

The bespectacled Ahmed,
24, bagged 7-114 to limit
England's aggressive bat-
ters to 281 in the first in-
nings before Pakistan col-
lapsed by losing seven wick-
ets for 37 runs.

Ahmed then took 3-81 in
England's second innings
and also ran out Zak
Crawley with a direct throw
to become the second
Pakistani to claim a 10-
wicket haul on his test
debut.

Duckett followed his first
innings half-century with

another gritty knock before
he was clean bowled by
Ahmed in the last session
off a delivery which kept
low and skidded through.

Brook continued a rich
vein of form, following his
belligerent 153 and 87 in the
first test with an unbeaten
half century as England
looked to challenge

Pakistan again after suc-
cessfully defending a target
of 343 in the opening test.
Pakistan's batters stumbled
against the left-arm spin of
Jack Leach and impressive
reverse swing bowling by
all three England fast
bowlers before Faheem
Ashraf and Ahmed added
23 for the last wicket.

Brook and Duckett put England
on top against Pakistan

England's captain Ben Stokes (R) and teammate Harry Brook walk
back to the pavilion at the end of the second day of the second
cricket Test match.

Adelaide, Dec 10 (AP):

Pace bowler Scott
Boland took three wickets
in an over on Saturday to
put Australia in command
of the second cricket test
against West Indies.

Australia bowled out
West Indies for 214 on Day
3 before declaring its sec-
ond innings on 199-6 early
in the last session, setting
the visitors a target of 497
to win with more than two
days remaining in the day-
night match at the
Adelaide Oval.

Boland (3-9) then en-
tered the attack in the
sixth over and snared
three second-innings
wickets without conceding
a run to have the tourists
reeling on 15-3.

He took a wicket with
his first ball, having skip-
per Kraigg Brathwaite (3)
caught behind with a de-
livery that straightened.

Boland also trapped
Shamarh Brooks (0) lbw
with a delivery that moved

back off the seam two
balls later and had
Jermaine Blackwood (0)
caught low at gully by
Cameron Green.

Left-arm paceman
Mitchell Starc (1-11)
picked up an unexpected
wicket when Tagenarine
Chanderpaul, after scor-
ing a watchful 17 from 28
balls, feathered a catch
down the legside to wicket-

keeper Alex Carey.
It was given not out by

the on-field umpire but the
Australians reviewed, de-
spite Starc and Carey
seemingly not convinced
there was an edge, and got
the reward as West Indies
slipped to 21-4 in the 9th
over. Devon Thomas and
Jason Holder each scored
eight to help West Indies
reach 38-4 at stumps.

Boland’s 3 wickets put Australia
in control against Windies

Australia's Scott Boland bowls during the third day of the second
cricket Test match between Australia and the West Indies at the
Adelaide Oval in Adelaide.

Kishan 

blasted

210
off 

131
balls
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Gentleman cadets celebrate during their passing out parade at the Indian Military
Academy (IMA), in Dehradun, Saturday.

JOY OF SUCCESS

Kochi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Saturday declared a seed
farm, located in Aluva
here, as the first carbon
neutral farm in the coun-
try. A significant reduction
in carbon emission has

helped the seed farm,
under the Agricultural
Department, achieve the
carbon neutral status, he
said making the announce-
ment. The total amount of
carbon emission from the
farm, located at Thuruthu
in Aluva, in the last one
year was 43 tons but its

overall procurement was
213 ton, he said. Compared
to the emission rate, as
many as 170 tons of more
carbon have been procured
at the farm, which helped
it to be declared as the first
carbon neutral seed farm
in the country, the Chief
Minister explained.

"Carbon neutral farms
will be set up in all 140
Assembly constituen-
cies...Efforts have already
been launched to make 13
farms in Kerala carbon
neutral," he said Carbon
neutral agricultural meth-
ods would be implement-
ed through women's
groups and such interven-
tions would be made in
the tribal sector as well,
Vijayan said.

Agartala, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Unakoti, the chiselled
Angkor Wat of the North-
East' region, is vying for a
UNESCO world heritage
tag with both the govern-
ment and ASI, working to
preserve the series of
Shaivite rock sculptures
in the northern part of the
state. Nestled in the
Raghunandan hills, about
180 km from here, Unakoti
is home to giant bas-relief
sculptures of the 8-9th cen-
tury carved out of a huge
hill.

"The structures of the
rock-cut sculptures are gi-
gantic and have distinct
mongoloid features and
display almost the same
mystical charm as the

spellbinding figures in the
Angkor Wat temple of
Cambodia. So call it the
Angkor Wat of North-
East," said Panna Lal Roy,
a well-known historical
writer of the state, who
has been studying the
sculptures for many years.

Unakoti means one less

than a crore (koti in
Bengali) and is a rock-cut
art that has suffered cen-
turies of neglect and due
to vagaries of weather,
many of the art facets now
stand degraded, he said.

After the
Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) adopted it as a

heritage site, the situation
has "slightly improved,
though a lot of work, in-
cluding substantial exca-
vation remains to be un-
dertaken", a government
official said, adding that
the Centre has approached
UNESCO to declare it as a
World Heritage Site.

The Centre has recently
granted Rs 12 crore to the
state for developing the
place as a major tourist
destination, but as the ASI
does not allow any activity
in the core area of the ar-
chaeological site, the offi-
cial claimed. The Tripura
government is developing
areas near the site to en-
courage tourists to visit
this treasure of the North
East, he said.

New Delhi, Dec 10 (PTI): 

Climate change is knock-
ing on the doors and people
in poorer nations are going
to pay a "heavier price" for
the degradation of the en-
vironment President
Droupadi Murmu said on
Saturday and asserted that
society must now consider
the environmental dimen-
sion of justice.

In her address at an
event hosted here by the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to
mark Human Rights Day,
she also made a fervent ap-
peal that humans must
learn to treat nature and
biodiversity with dignity

and respect.
"I wonder what

would the animals
and trees around us
tell us if they could
speak. What would
our rivers say about
human history and
what would our cattle
say on the topic of
human rights.

We have trampled
on their rights for
long and now the re-
sults are before us,"
she said. Just as the
concept of human rights
exhorts society to consider
every human being as no
different, "we should treat
the whole living world and
its habitat with respect",

the President said, adding,
"We must learn, rather re-
learn to treat nature with
dignity. This is not only a
moral duty; let us remem-
ber it is necessary for our

own survival too."
Human Rights Day is ob-

served to commemorate
the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (UDHR).
It was approved and pro-
claimed by the United
Nations General Assembly
on December 10, 1948, as a
universally accepted value-
based document of under-
standing the importance of
the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights.

The theme of this year's
Human Rights Day is
'Dignity, Freedom, and
Justice for All'. This is
close to the ideals ex-
pressed in the Preamble of
India's Constitution,
Murmu said.
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‘Must consider environmental
dimension of justice now’

President Droupadi Murmu addresses
the Human Rights Day function at
Vigyan Bhavan, in New Delhi, Saturday.

Unakoti, ‘Angkor Wat of North-East’,
being pitched for world heritage tag

Kerala seed farm declared as first 
carbon neutral farm in the country


