
Varsity ‘Kulgurus’
BBhhooppaall:: Vice chancellors
of universities in Madhya
Pradesh will, henceforth,
be called 'Kulgurus' in
place of the current term
'Kulpatis' as per direc-
tions issued by Governor
Mangubhai Patel, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. He
issued this directive while
addressing the 100th
meeting of the University
Coordination Committee
at the Sandipani auditori-
um of Raj Bhavan here
during the day, the offi-
cial said. 

TRS’ renamed 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The Election
Commission on Thursday
informed TRS President
and Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao that it
has accepted the name
change of his party from
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
to Bharat Rashtra Samithi.
In a letter to TRS, the EC
cited a request from the
party to accept its name
change and said, "I am
directed to refer to your
letter issued on 05-10-
2022 on the subject cited
and to say that the com-
mission has accepted your
request for change in the
name of your party from
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
to Bharat Rashtra Samithi.

Tiger hanging 
BBhhooppaall:: Two persons are
being questioned and hunt
was on for the prime
accused after a tiger was
found hanging from a tree
in the territorial forest area
of Panna district in
Madhya Pradesh, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. The
two-year-old tiger, on
Wednesday, walked into a
trap laid for herbivores and
broke off a piece of wood
to which a clutch cable
was fixed, after which it
climbed up a tree and got
entangled in the wire while
descending, as per initial
probe. "In an attempt to
free itself, the 200-kilo-
gram tiger died of suffoca-
tion. Two persons are being
questioned and search for
one person, who is the
prime accused, is under-
way," Chattarpur Range
Conservator of Forests
Sanjeev Jha told PTI.

Villager shot at
PPhhaaggwwaarraa:: A villager on
Thursday was shot at in
Panchhat here over an
old enmity, police said.
The injured was identi-
fied as Satpal, who runs
a wood shop in the vil-
lage, said Phagwara
Deputy Superintendent
of Police Jaspreet Singh.
He sustained a bullet
injury in his right hand,
the DSP said. Gopal and
Sahil of the same village
were allegedly involved
in the incident and have
been arrested, he said.
They used a country-
made pistol to fire at
Satpal, said police
adding that the weapon
and three cartridges
have been recovered
from them.

Chhattisgarh Assembly bypoll
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
with young supporters during the
party's Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Kota

district, Thursday.
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Ahmedabad/Shimla, Dec 08 (PTI):

Riding high on the charis-
ma of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the BJP on
Thursday retained power in
Gujarat for a record seventh
straight term pulverising
the opposition to secure the
biggest majority ever in the
state.

While the BJP set new
records in the home state of
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah with its "his-
toric" victory, it lost
Himachal Pradesh to the
Congress after a close fight
and the hill state continued
with the tradition of nearly
four decades of voting out
the incumbent party.
Congress leaders credited
its general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi for the
win which came as a boost

for the grand old party in
the home state of BJP
President JP Nadda. As
Modi continued to hold

sway over voters and ad-
dressed 31 election rallies in
Gujarat, the Bharatiya
Janata Party(BJP) crossed

the three-fourths majority
and in the process check-
mated the new entrant Aam
Aadmi Party(AAP) in trian-

gular contests and also
pushed the Congress down
to its all time low. Getting
support from all sections,
the BJP got 147 seats and
was leading in 9 in a House
of 182 garnering a vote
share of nearly 53 per cent
which was the highest for
any party in the western
state. Congress holds the all-
time record of 149 seats that
it had won in 1985 under the
leadership of Madhavsinh
Solanki. The BJP, which fo-
cused on a development
agenda and overcame anti-
incumbency yet again after
being in power for 27 years
without losing an election
since 1995, also equalled Left
Front's feat of seven consec-
utive terms in West Bengal.
The CPI(M)-led Front ruled
the eastern state for 34 years
from 1977 to 2011.

Kanker, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The ruling Congress in
Chhattisgarh on Thursday
won the Bhanupratappur
Assembly bypoll, retaining
the seat by defeating the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

The counting of votes for
the December 5 byelection
was held on Thursday.

With this, the opposition
BJP has suffered a fifth
successive defeat at the
hands of the ruling
Congress in the assembly
bypolls held after the 2018
Chhattisgarh elections.

Congress candidate
Savitri Mandavi won the
bypoll by a margin of
21,171 votes against her
nearest rival Brahmanand
Netam of the BJP, a poll of-
ficial here said. Mandavi

polled 65,479 votes, while
the BJP's Netam secured
44,308 votes, he said.
Former IPS officer Akbar
Ram Korram, who contest-
ed as an independent, gave
a spirited fight and polled
23,417 votes. A voter
turnout of 71.74 per cent
was recorded in the bypoll
to this seat, reserved for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) can-
didates and located in the
Maoist-affected Kanker
district. The byelection
was necessitated due to the
death of sitting Congress
MLA Manoj Singh
Mandavi. The grad old
party had fielded his wife.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said people of
Bhanupratappur put their
stamp of approval to the
works done by his govern-
ment in the last four years.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Thursday the col-
legium system of appoint-
ment of judges is the law
of the land and comments
against it are "not well
taken".

The apex court observed
that any law declared by it
is "binding" on all stake-
holders and the collegium
system must be followed.

The top court was hear-
ing a matter relating to al-
leged delay by the Centre
in clearing the names rec-
ommended by the col-
legium for appointment as
judges to constitutional
courts. Observing that
comments made on the
Supreme Court collegium
by the government func-
tionaries are "not well
taken", a bench headed by
Justice S K Kaul asked
Attorney General R
Venkataramani to advise
the government about it.

The collegium system
has become a major flash-
point between the
Supreme Court and the
central government, with
the mechanism of judges
appointing judges drawing

criticism from different
quarters.

Union Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju had on
November 25 launched a
fresh attack, saying the
collegium system is
"alien" to the Constitution.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices A S Oka
and Vikram Nath, said it
expects the Attorney
General to advise the gov-
ernment so the legal prin-
ciples laid down by the
apex court are followed.

It noted that 19 names
recommended by the col-
legium were recently sent
back by the government.

"How will this ping-pong
battle settle?" the bench
asked. "Till the collegium
system is there, till it is up-
held, we have to enforce it.
You want to bring another
law, nobody stops you from
bringing another law," it
said. The apex court said if
a section of the society
starts deciding which law
to follow and which not to
follow, then there will be a
breakdown. "When you lay
down a law, you expect the
courts to enforce it unless
the law is set aside," the
bench said.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

Parliament on Thursday
passed the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Bill
which seeks better manage-
ment of protected areas and
also provides for certain per-
mitted activities like grazing
or movement of livestock
and bona fide use of drinking
and household water by local
communities.
The bill was passed in Rajya
Sabha by a voice vote. Lok
Sabha had cleared the legis-
lation in August during the
monsoon session.
The Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill, 2021, which
had undergone scrutiny of a
parliamentary panel, seeks
to conserve and protect
wildlife through better man-
agement of protected areas
and rationalise schedules
which list out species under
the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972. According to the
statement of objects and
reasons of the bill, the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972,
was enacted to provide for
the protection of wild ani-
mals, birds and plants with a
view to ensure the ecological
and environmental security
of the country.

Collegium system law of
land, must be followed: SC

Parliament nod to
Wild Life

(Protection)
Amendment Bill

Congress retains tribal-reserved
Bhanupratappur seat

BJP retains Gujarat for a seventh
straight term; Congress bags Himachal

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: With the Congress winning the Himachal Pradesh elections on Thursday, party leaders
thanked the people of state for reposing faith in it and giving a clear mandate. "This victory is of all of
you. Thank you Himachal Pradesh," the party said in a tweet in Hindi from its official handle. The
Congress now will be in power in three states on its own and in as many others -- Jharkhand, Bihar Tamil
Nadu -- in alliance. Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi said, "Heartfelt thanks to the people of
Himachal Pradesh for this decisive victory. Hearty congratulations to all Congress workers and leaders.
Your hard work and dedication are truly behind this victory," he said in a tweet in Hindi. "I assure you
again, every promise made to the public will be fulfilled at the earliest," Gandhi added. Congress leader
and Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel said his party would protect its MLAs from the fear of
poaching by the BJP. Baghel was the party's senior observer for Himachal Pradesh.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: With the BJP headed to a record tally in Gujarat, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said Thursday he
was overcome with a lot of emotions on the "phenomenal election results". "People blessed politics of devel-
opment and at the same time expressed a desire that they want this momentum to continue at a greater
pace. I bow to Gujarat's Jan Shakti," he said in a tweet, thanking the people of his home state. Modi also laud-
ed party workers in the state, saying each of them is a champion. "This historic win would never be possible
without the exceptional hardwork of our Karyakartas, who are the real strength of our Party," he said.

Every promise made to public will be fulfilled: Rahul

Overcome with a lot of emotions: PM Modi 

Congress workers celebrates the party's victory in Himachal Pradesh Assembly
elections, in Kullu, Thursday.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel celebrates his victory in the Gujarat
Assembly elections, at Ghatlodia in Ahmedabad district, Thursday.

Babuni Devi 

Bhilai: EWS 691 resi-
dent Babuni Devi, wife
of retired BSP employ-
ee Dayashankar
Tiwari, left for heaven-
ly abode at the age of 84
years on Thursday.
Last rites of the mortal
remains will be per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham on
December 09 around
12:00 hrs. She was the
mother of Vijay
Tiwari, Ajay Tiwari,
Sanjay Tiwari and
Rajesh Tiwari.

OBITUARY

Mock Drill for NAAC visit
organised in St Thomas College
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088::  As per the upcom-
ing NAAC visit and inspection a
Mock Drill was organised in St
Thomas College, Bhilai on
December 02, 2022. Dr Sushil
Chandra Tiwari, Principal,
Government Girls College, Durg
was the Convener of this Drill.
The members of the team were
Dr Rajesh Pande, Principal, Govt
College, Utai and Dr GA
Ghanshyam from Higher
Education Department,
Chhattisgarh.

It is worth mentioning that
this year St Thomas College is
presenting all the achievements
of college in the fourth cycle of
NAAC inspection. In the college
educational, cultural, sports,
NSS, NCC, Women Cell, Eco Club
and other cells are conducting
continuous activities for the wel-
fare and development of stu-
dents. At the end of this one day
visit a grand cultural program

was presented by students of
the college. Finally Dr GA
Ghanshyam presented a brief
summary report of a daylong in-
spection and appreciated the
demonstration of all the depart-
ments and cells. He wished that
the college will get the excellent
grade in the upcoming NAAC
visit. Along with this he also pro-
vided valuable inputs for im-
provements in the presentation
of Principal as well as NCC, NSS
and Sports. Principal of college
Dr MG Roymon said that the col-

lege will definitely try to present
its best in front of the NAAC
team members. IQAC
Coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee proposed the vote of
thanks towards the members of
mock visit for their important
suggestions and guidance. The
program was conducted by Dr
James Mathew, Head, PG
Department of Chemistry. On
this occasion heads of various
departments, other faculty
members, non teaching staff
and students were present.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088::  A mock drill in the
Extremely Hazardous Category
(MAH) was carried out in SAIL-
BSP's Propane Plant-I
Department in the morning
hours of Thursday. An employee
Gopai Das Manikpuri was report-
ed badly hurt due to an explo-
sion following propane gas leak.
Members of the department im-
mediately rescued the worker
and calls were made to Fire
Brigade for a fire tender and for
ambulance to take the injured to
Main Medical Post.

Information about the acci-
dent was simultaneously given

to Plant Control, Safety
Engineering, Civil Defence,
Environment Department,
Factory Manager, CISF Control,
CGM Utilities), CGM I/c (M & U),
Office of ED (Works), Office of
Director In charge (BSP). The
fire tender reached the accident
site in 2 minutes and the ambu-
lance reached in 6 minutes. The
injured person was sent to the
Main Medical Post for treat-
ment, the fire was controlled and
the gas leak was immediately
stopped. All the five employees
present in the area were safely
evacuated out of the workplace.
The situation was normalized in
10 minutes, and work operation

restarted, thereby ensuring that
Bhilai Steel Plant does not suffer
any loss. During the mock drill
review meeting, Departmental
Security Officer PD Sundarani
said that Propane is a non-toxic
gas, which does not pose risk as
a gas hazard, but is a highly ex-
plosive gas. RP Ahirwar, HoD &
General Manager (Propane
Plant) stated that Mock drill ex-
ercises inculcate in employees
safety habits which keeps the in-
dividual alert and active all the
time. Ahirwar shared that all the
mandatory parameters of the
Extremely Dangerous Category
(MAH) Statutory Parameters are
completed on time in the depart-

ment. Sorte, CGM (Utilities),
while appreciating the mock drill
methodology emphasized on
maintaining continuity.

In order to deal with this diffi-
cult situation, KR Chourendra,
Dhansai Sahu, Jagan Mood,
Mohan Bisai, Chhote Lal, Sanjay
Prasad, Pardesi Ram Dewangan,
Nandi Keshwar, Vaibhav Sahu
worked tirelessly. On getting in-
formation about this incident,
VPS Dhama, Deputy CFO, Safety
Engineering Department, JL
Meshram, Manager (Civil
Defence), and Swatantra Kumar
Tamarkar from Civil Defence etc
reached the department premis-
es immediately.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: The ongo-
ing Army Recruitment
Rally for Agniveer is wit-
nessing unprecedented
enthusiasm in Durg dis-
trict. A large number of
youths are reaching the
army recruitment venue
to show their capabilities.

On Thursday, 4700
youths had registered, out
of which 2956 youths
came to participate in the
recruitment rally. Apart
from this, the recruitment
process of Nursing
Attendant will begin from
December 10 to December
12.

It needs to be men-

tioned here that the
arrangements for the stay
and food of these youths
have been made by the ad-
ministration and continu-
ous monitoring of all the
arrangements is being
done. Giving information
in this regard, Deputy
Director (Manpower
Planning) Rajkumar

Kurre said that all the
problems of the youth are
being resolved through
the control room.

Nodal officers are con-
tinuously monitoring the
situation. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena is also regularly
visiting the army recruit-
ment venue.

PLEM facilitates additional supply of compressed
air to enhance performance of SP 3

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088:: In yet another
measure taken by auxillary
shops and departments to en-
sure smooth production by main
shops, Pipeline Erection
Maintenance Department or
PLEM has laid a 800 metre long
pipeline of 800 mm diameter to
ensure additional supply of com-
pressed air to Sinter Plant 3.

Choking of iron ore in
Package 2 area of Sinter Plant 3
was hindering supply of ore
from sinter machine, thereby
hampering production. With
joint efforts by PLEM Dept and
SP 3, the job of laying 800 metre
long pipeline of 800 mm diame-
ter was carried out under the
leadership of SK Deshpande,
Senor Manager (PLEM). The
new pipeline was commissioned
on December 06, 2022 by GA
Sorte, CGM (Utilities) and AK
Dutta, CGM (SP 3). The laying of
new pipeline that would en-

hance supply of compressed air
would not only ensure continu-
ous availability and unhindered
operations but will also save
time taken for lime unloading. In
his address during commission-
ing, Venkatesh Babu, GM and
HoD of PLEM congratulated em-
ployees and contract workers
involved in completion of the job
and urged them to continue
working with the same spirit of

teamwork. Among others pres-
ent on the occasion were MR
Sharif, GM (SP 3), AK Bedekar,
GM (SP 3), SK Sarangi, Senior
Manager (PLEM), PC Verma,
Assistant Manager (PLEM), KK
Kannouje, Assistant Manager
(PLEM), Madhav Rao,
Vivekakand Sur, Roop Singh,
Vijay Kumar Sori and other
members of both PLEM and SP
3 team.

Conduct random checking for proper
assessment of property tax: Dr Tamboli

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: On
Thursday, Urban
Administration and
Development Director Dr
Tamboli Ayyaz Fakirbhai
chaired a meeting of the
Commissioners of the
Municipal Corporations.
In the review meeting, in-
tensive discussion was
held regarding the works
related to property tax col-
lection, revenue collection,
building permission, auc-
tion, change in rates and
infrastructure.

Dr Tamboli empha-
sized on bringing practi-
cal solutions in his work-
ing style to increase the
revenue. He spoke about
finding the cause of the
problem and finding al-
ternatives to solve the

problem. From the point
of view of citizen conven-
ience, he spoke about de-
veloping an online system
so that citizens can take
advantage of the facilities
while sitting at home. He
ordered the concerned
authorities not to renew
the lease of dilapidated
shops.

Dr Tamboli directed the
officers for regular moni-
toring and assessment of
the property tax. He in-
structed to conduct spot
visits to cross check the
data with the actual situa-
tion. Random checking
will help in proper assess-
ment of property tax.
This initiative will un-
doubtedly lead to better
results in property tax.

Dr Tamboli directed the
concerned officers to cut

the plots of land on the
basis of a well-planned
layout. He spoke about fix-
ing plots of different sizes
for all classes, so that peo-
ple of all income groups
can choose a plot accord-
ing to their convenience
and income. He said that
people of all income cate-
gories would be able to
easily invest in houses

with the mix size plots. He
also spoke about making a
joint team according to
the area and doing inspec-
tions for the land so that
the needs of all sections
could be taken care of.

Apart from this, the
progress of work against
the funds released for
road repair, means of in-
creasing income, income

received from the assets of
the body, regularization
process of unauthorized
building construction, on-
line building permission,
progress of STP construc-
tion, process of tender re-
garding land of Bhilai
SADA, appointment of
town planner and allot-
ment of buildings under
PMY were also discussed.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, Bhilai
Corporation Commissioner
Rohit Vyas, Commissioner
in-charge of Durg
Corporation Laxman
Tiwari, Joint Director SK
Sundarani, Chief Engineer
UK Dhalendra, Risali
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, CMO Lokesh
Chandrakar and other offi-
cers and employees were
present.

Magisterial 
probe ordered on 
prisoner’s death

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: District
Collector has issued or-
ders for conducting a
magisterial probe over
the death of a prisoner.
Gudwa alias Basant (32)
son of Raju alias
Surendra Nath, a resi-
dent of New
Santoshipara, Camp-2
was serving imprison-
ment at Central Jail in
Durg.

Following his untime-
ly death, Collector and
District Magistrate
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena has appointed
S u b - D i v i s i o n a l
M a g i s t r a t e
Chhawani/Bhilai as the
inquiry officer for the
magisterial inquiry into

the death of the prisoner.
The report will be sub-
mitted by the inquiry of-
ficer after conducting a
detailed inquiry. Some of
the angles to be explored
by the Investigation
Officer include whether
the sentenced prisoner
was suffering from any
serious illness, whether
adequate medical care
was provided to the pris-
oner in time; under
what circumstances the
prisoner died, whether
the jail superinten-
dent/employee is re-
sponsible for the death
of the prisoner, whether
this incident could have
been avoided, etc. The
investigating officer can
investigate other appro-
priate points also.

Kavre inspects govt offices of Gandai subdivision
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the rev-
enue offices of Gandai
subdivision under
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chhuikhadan-Gandai dis-
trict the other day. During
the inspection, he instruct-
ed the officials for quick
disposal of 105 pending
court cases in the Gandai
sub-divisional office. He
expressed displeasure
after finding over 196
pending cases in the
Tehsildar office of Gandai.
He instructed the con-
cerned officer for quick
disposal of the cases.
Along with this, he direct-
ed to send the files of dis-
posed of cases in the
record room. Kavre issued
a show cause notice to the
concerned employee
Manglesh Kumar Namdev
for not registering 02 cases
online during the investi-

gation of pending cases in
the court and also in-
structed to register all rev-
enue cases online compul-
sorily. The Divisional
Commissioner also gave
instructions to keep name-
plates on the tables of all
the employees compulsori-
ly.

During the discussion
with the general public in
the office premises, the
Divisional Commissioner

Kavre interacted with the
villager Mukesh Singh
Thakur regarding his
problem. He replied that
cases related to partition
are pending in the office,
on which Kavre instructed
the concerned officer to
take immediate action.
Along with this, he inter-
acted with the advocates of
Gandai regarding the dis-
posal of court cases. The
advocates expressed satis-

faction in the disposal of
court cases.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre inspected the paddy
procurement centres in
K h a i r a g a r h - G a n d a i -
Chhuikhadan, Bemetara
and Durg districts. Kavre
reached Gandai, a pro-
curement center of
K h a i r a g a r h - G a n d a i -
Chhuikhadan district, and
interacted with the farm-

ers who had reached for
the sale of paddy. He asked
them regarding the facili-
ties available at the center.
He further asked about the
process of token distribu-
tion. Rajeev Yadav, a
farmer from Pandariya
village, said that farmers
are getting a lot of benefit
from the facility of online
tokens as it is saving their
time. The branch in-
charge and the farmers in-

formed that presently
many farmers are taking
tokens through the online
token facility. Divisional
Commissioner expressed
satisfaction over this facil-
ity. Kavre checked the hu-
midity of paddy with the
hygrometer machine and
directed the officers and
branch in-charge Gandai -
Jagdish Janghel to ensure
the payment to the farm-
ers within 48 hours as per
the instructions of the
government. He further
instructed the officials to
make data entry on the
same day.

During the inspection of
the paddy procurement
center in Hanaiban, he
found that a huge quantity
of paddy was accumulated
due to delay in lifting. He
instructed the sub divi-
sional officer Renuka
Ratre and branch in-
charge Rupnarayan to en-
sure immediate lifting of
paddy and submit its re-
port within 24 hours.
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2956 youth appear on eighth day Kosre performs bhoomipujan for development works 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088::  Bhilai Charoda
Mayor Nirmal Kosre performed
bhoomipujan for development
works worth lakhs in 10 wards
of Bhilai-Charoda Municipal
Corporation. In his address,
Kosre said that the conditions of
the wards of Bhilai-Charoda are
improving due to the ongoing
development works for the last
one year. In the coming days,
the public sentiments will be
honoured by increasing the
pace of development works.

Mayor Nirmal Kosre started
the bhoomipujan program from
the Tehsil office. Here, he con-
ducted the rituals for the con-
struction of boundary wall at a
cost of Rs 19.91 lakh.
Thereafter, he participated in
programmes at different wards.
The projects include RC road
and drain in Ward 01 Indira
Nagar Hathkhoj with expendi-

ture of Rs 8 lakh, RC drain in
Ward 02 Hathkhoj Basti etc.

In this series, pipeline expan-
sion in Ward 04 Jarwai with Rs 5
lakh and CC road construction
with Rs 3 lakh, Sahu Bhavan
with Rs 5 lakh in Ward 05 Dadar,
CC road and drain with expendi-
ture of Rs 8 lakh, Pipeline ex-
pansion and CC road worth Rs 6
lakh at Umda, CC road at Ward
21 Charoda Basti with expendi-

ture of Rs 8 lakh, canal culvert
widening and CC road at Ward
22 Charoda Bhatha with Rs 8
lakh and CC Road construction
with Rs 8 lakh at Ward 31
Devbaloda.  Mayor Nirmal
Kosre, honouring the demands
of the citizens, announced bor-
ing wells in Ward 03 Hathkhoj
Basti and Ward 31 Devbaloda
and Joda Jaitkham construction
and installation of steel railings

in Ward 22 Dadar.
SDM Jageshwar Kumar

Kaushal, Tehsildar
Chandrashekhar Mandai, MIC
members Santoshi Nishad,
Deepti Verma, Mohan Sahu, Dev
Kumari Bhalavi, S Venkat
Ramana, Ishwar Sahu, M Johny,
Manoj Dahariya, Councilor Dey
Saheb Verma, Tenendra Thakre,
Thameshwari Sahu, Bhupendra
Verma, Rakesh Banchor, Sanjay
Yadav, Nisha Yadav, Lalit Yadav,
Ravindra Harpal, Deputy
Engineer Mukesh Ratre, Victor
Verma, Former Councilor Ashish
Verma, Bahlram Sahu, Block
Congress General Secretary
Pappu Chandrakar, Youth
Congress leader Asfaq Ahmed,
Indrajit Yadav, Yuvraj Kashyap,
Vinod Sahu, Rakesh Govind
Verma, Sharad Yadav,
Hukumchand Verma, Deepak
Tandon, Saraswati Verma, Vimla
Kosaria, Anil Sinha, Vinod
Nishad and others were present.

Mock drill at BSP’s Propane Plant 1



Geneva appreciates Ch’garh’s health services

Raipur, Dec 08:
Chhattisgarh’s health
services have been appre-
ciated at the headquarters
of the World Health
Organization (WHO) situ-
ated in Geneva. Bastar’s
health services were show-
cased at India’s stall in the
two-day International
Conference organized by
the World Health
Organization on the theme
‘Human Resource for
Health’ on December 6 and
7. The stall showcased how
health facilities are being
provided in remote areas
of Chhattisgarh. A docu-
mentary on the
Mukhyamantri Haat-
Bazar Clinic Yojana pro-
duced by the World Health
Organization was also

screened at the conference.
Chhattisgarh’s health
services have got the dis-
tinction of representing
the country in the global
conference.

At the international con-
ference held in Geneva,
India’s stall showcased
how better health facilities
are being provided in
Bastar with limited
human resources. A spe-
cial place at the stall was
given to the health workers
and officers providing
health services in Bastar.

Life-size cutouts of the
Community Health Officer
of Tudparas Health and
Wellness Center Anju
Khare and Mitanin of
Chitlanka Shanti Sethia
both belonging to the
Dantewada district were
installed at the conference.
Dr. Roderico Ofrin was the
representative of India at
the conference.

‘Mukhyamantri Haat-
Bazar Clinic Yojana’ of
Chhattisgarh has been
praised globally by the
World Health

Organization. WHO has
also prepared a documen-
tary film on this scheme of
Chhattisgarh government,
which has covered the
health facilities provided
to the people in the villages
of forest areas and remote
areas. Recently, this docu-
mentary was released at
the residence office of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the presence of
Health Minister T.S. Singh
Deo. The film was also
screened at a global confer-
ence held in Geneva.

Chairman of Yoga Commission
Gyanesh Sharma inaugurates

CBSE Yoga Championship

Raipur, Dec 08:
Chhattisgarh Commission
Chairman Mr. Gyanesh
Sharma inaugurated the
CBSE Yoga Championship
2022 East Zone at Mother’s
Pride Senior Secondary
School, Khamaria Patan,
Durg district on
Wednesday. A grand and
colorful cultural program

was presented by the stu-
dents of the school in the
opening ceremony. Special
guest on this occasion Dr.
Rajeev Chaudhary, Dean
DSW RSU, Principal Dr.
Uma Tiwari, participating
students from different
states including  coach
and observer referee were
present.

Twenty two satta
operators arrested

Raipur, Dec 08: Police
have arrested 22 satta oper-
ators from different places
and recovered cash
amounting to Rs 53,705
along with satta plates from
their possession.

According to police twen-
ty two satta operators were
arrested from Kharora,
Tilda Nevra, Gudiyari,
Khamhardih, Tikrapara,
Azad Chowk, Telibandha,
Kotwali, Gol Bazar, Purani
Basti and Navapara.
Arrested satta operators
are 26-year old
Purushottam Yadav (resi-
dent of ward-10
Loharpara), Suraj Sahu
aged 24, resident of ward 22
Tilda Basti, 23-year old
Pradum Yadav, resident of
Kota Saraswati, 40-year old
Vishnu Sahu, resident of
Chhota Ramnagar, 30-year
old Sanjay Sontek, resident
of Gudiyari near Shitala
Mandir, Sonu Tandon aged
45 years resident of Kaling
Nagar Gudiyari, Vijay
Mahilang, aged 40 years
resident of Parvati Nagar

Satnami Chowk,
Shatrughan Soni aged 40
years resident of Santoshi
Nagar, Uddhav Jal aged 28
years resident of
Badhaipara, Rupesh Rao
aged 23 years resident of
Gokul Nagar, Rakesh
Kannouje aged 40 years res-
ident of Kashiram Nagar,
Imran Khan aged 35 years
resident of Nehru Nagar,
Naresh Tandi aged 23 years
resident of Gandhi Nagar,
Rizwan Khan aged 45 years
resident of Gol Bazar,
Pappu Soni, aged 30 years
resident of BSUP Colony
Bhathagaon, Shiv Kumar
Potta aged 49 years resident
of Kashiram Nagar, Harish
Sona, aged 25 years resident
of Gadapara ward no 8
Gobranavapara, Badal
Sahni aged 21 years resi-
dent of Kodipara
Gobranavapara, Dilip
Satnami aged 25 years resi-
dent of Gadapara, 28-year
old resident of Gadapara,
Raja Rao aged 40 years,
Raja Sona aged 20 years,
resident of Gobranavapara.

Chief Minister Mitan Yojana: 41,000 people book
appointments to get necessary documents at home

Raipur, Dec 08: Under
the Chhattisgarh
Government’s Chief
Minister Mitan Yojana,
government facilities are
being provided to people
sitting at home in urban
areas. Under the scheme,
so far about 41,000 govern-
ment documents have
been booked for citizens
to get their home. Under
this scheme, document re-
lated information is being
provided to residents on
toll free number 14545.
Residents can get infor-
mation on obtaining gov-
ernment documents on
this toll free number.
Under the direction of
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel and by
the Municipal
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
D e v e l o p m e n t

Department, the Home
Access Service ‘Mukhya
Mantri Mitan Yojana’ was
started from  May 01, 2022
in all the 14 Municipal
Corporations of the state.
Among the services pro-
vided under Mitan
Scheme are Native
Certificate, Scheduled

Caste, Scheduled Tribe
Certificate, Other
Backward Class
Certificate, Income
Certificate, Copy of Land
Record, Land Information
(Bhoomi Upyog), Death
Certificate, Marriage
Registration and
Certificate, birth certifi-

cate, birth certificate cor-
rection and shop and es-
tablishment registration
related documents can be
obtained from Mitan
Seva. Similarly, correc-
tion of death certificate,
and marriage certificate,
registration of Aadhaar
card, correction of ad-
dress and mobile number
in Aadhaar card (of chil-
dren up to 5 years) can be
obtained from Mitan Seva
at home. This service
saves people labour, time
and money as well as
eliminating the need to
visit government offices
to obtain certificates. In
fact, in Chhattisgarh, the
citizen facilities have
been extended by Mitan
scheme and the facilities
are becoming easier with
the services of Mitan.

3-Day Steel & Power National Expo from today
Raipur, Dec 08: Indore
Infoline Pvt. Ltd. is organ-
ising 3 Days National
EXPO (Steel & Power),
Raipur at Science College
ground, Raipur. The Expo
is supported by Urla
Industries Association,
Raipur. The National expo
is also approved by
MSME, Ministry
Government of India and
providing subsidy to par-
ticipants upto 100% as per
guidelines, said RK
Agrawal, Managing
Director, Indore Infoline
Pvt Ltd while speaking to
the scribes here.

Nearly 10,000 visitors
are expected to visit com-
ing from across the coun-
try. The Expo will benefit
the industries of Raipur
and Chhattisgarh with lat-
est technology exposure to
local industries. This Expo
will provide a great oppor-

tunity for networking of
MSME sector. Mr Agarwal
said that this year focus is
on green energy and solar
power energy. Visitors will
get the latest information
of solar power plants. The
exhibition will showcase
15000 units of various in-
dustrial products, the
biggest ever in the city
and Chhattisgarh. The
gross value of these prod-
ucts on display may cross

Rs 40 crore. Through this
exhibition we are confi-
dent of registering sales
worth Rs.100 crore over a
period of next one year,
said Mr RK Agrawal.
More than 100 exhibitors
from across the country
and from cities like
Raipur, Bhilai, Mumbai,
Bangalore, Chennai, New
Delhi, Kolkata and
Hyderabad are showcas-
ing their products like in-
dustrial automation, cool-
ing towers, machine tools,
bearings, switchgears,
welding equipment’s,
power tools, hand tools,
cutting tools, scientific
equipment, lab equip-
ment, Pre Engineering
materials, material han-
dling products, safety
products, maintenance
products and many more
products. Many leading
companies like Metal

Power, Cheema Boilers,
Deep Pneumatics, Wendt
India, Ingersol Rand,
R K . E n g i n e e r i n g ,
Hindustan Pipes, Control
Techniques, JR Seamless,
Wesman, Grcenworld„
Electromech, Transrect,
Jain Bearings, Varalka,
Inforob, Satyam, MR
Organsiation and many
big names are participat-
ing in this expo. Leading
National and
International participants
are taking part in the
Expo and displaying their
products. This year we are
organizing B2B meeting
between suppliers, manu-
facturers and dealers, dis-
tributors. stockists, inte-
grators on the venue. This
will open new opportunity
of business in the city.
The Expo is opened 11-7
pm daily and entry is free
for all visitors.

‘Install Veer Narayan Singh’s
statue with proper dignity’ 

Raipur, Dec 08: Adivasi
Congress District President
Bhavani Markam through a
release has criticized the
place selected for the instal-
lation of Martyr’s Veer
Narayan Singh’s statue at
Jai Stambh Chowk. He men-
tioned that statue is being
installed inside the bound-
ary of public toilet which is
not acceptable to Adivasi

Congress. He demanded
that the statue must be in-
stalled at a place outside the
boundary wall of public toi-
let. He added, a delegation
of Adivasi Congress will
soon meet CM Bhupesh
Baghel in this regard and
covey their concern. The
members of Adivasi
Congress present on this oc-
casion were Tushar Thakur,
Shyamu Netam, Lakshu
Netam, Anand Thakur and
others.

Nat’l conference on ‘Advances
in Chemical and Environmental

Sciences’ from today

Raipur, Dec 08: As part of
Golden Jubilee Year of
School of Studies in
Chemistry of Pt RSU, a na-
tional conference on
‘Advances in Chemical and
Environmental Sciences’ is
scheduled on December
09 from 10:30 am at Sir
CV Raman Hall,
Science Block, Pt
Ravishankar University
Raipur. (Prof) Dr Nitin
Nagarkar Director and
CEO AIIMS Raipur will be
the chief guest while Prof
Tarasankar Pal KIT
Bhubaneswar Odisha and
Prof Keshari Lal Verma
Vice Chancellor, Pt RSU

Raipur will be present as
guest of honour. In this
conference about 150 youth
scientists, research schol-
ars and M.Sc students will
take part.

This two-day conference
will witness participation
and lecture by famous sci-
entists which include Dr
Anjali Pal, IIT Kharagpur,
Dr Surya Prakash Singh,
IICT Hyderabad, Dr
Vishwaroop Chakravorty
IIT New Delhi, Dr Hirak
Chakraborty from
Sambalpur University, Prof
Nandkishore Karare from
Nagpur University and oth-
ers, informs Prof Kalol K
Ghosh, Head of School of
Studies in Chemistry and
Chairman of organizing
committee.

Cow dung procurement by Gauthans with their
own capita signifies a huge success of GNY: CM

Raipur, Dec 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that Gauthans
procuring dung with their
own capital is a major sign
of success for Godhan
Nyay Yojana. More than
half of the Gauthans in
the rural areas of the state
are procuring cow dung
from their own resources,
and do not need the funds
from state government
any more. Out of the Rs
4.62 cr paid to the cow
dung vendors today, Rs
2.88 cr has been paid by
4270 self-supporting
Gauthans and Rs 1.74 cr
has been paid by the
Agriculture Department.
In the last fortnight, self-
supporting Gauthans of
the state have paid more
amount against dung pro-
curement than the
Agriculture Department.
So far, the self-supporting
Gauthans of the state have
procured dung worth Rs
29.61 cr from their own re-
sources.

CM Baghel was address-
ing the virtual program
organized at his residence
office today for the trans-
fer of funds to the benefici-
aries of Godhan Nyaya
Yojana (GNY). Chief
Minister made an online
payment of Rs 7.83 cr to
the beneficiaries in the
programme, for the cow
dung procured from cattle
rearers, villagers, farmers

and landless people in
Gauthans between
November 16 -30. In lieu of
cow dung, an amount of
Rs 4.62 cr was transferred
online to the accounts of
dung vendors, Rs 1.28 cr
was transferred to
Gauthan committees and
Rs 1.93 cr was transferred
as dividend to the ac-
counts of women groups.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Managing Director of
Godhan Nyay Mission Dr.
Ayyaz Tamboli, Mission
Director of State Rural
Livelihood Mission
Avnish Sharan, Gaurav
Kumar Singh, Joint
Secretary, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department was also pres-
ent.
Make a beller machine
available to each of the

Gauthans
On this occasion, CM

said that the youth and
women of the state are
playing an important role
in realizing the vision of
‘Gadhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’. Youth and
women are being included
in the activities of Rural
Industrial Parks, to pro-
vide them a good source of
employment and income.

Baghel said that the farm-
ers should be encouraged
to donate hay, as the
arrangement of water and
fodder in gauthans will
prevent the cattle from
roaming on the farms and
roads. He instructed the of-
ficers to make beller ma-
chine available in gau-
thans for preparing para
bundles. Chief Minister
further said that the high
on demand products
should be prepared in
Rural Industrial Park on a
priority basis.

In this context, Chief
Minister shared that dur-
ing the Bhent-Mulaqat
visit to Rajim assembly
constituency, a woman
told him that she has
earned Rs 4 lakh by print-
ing in sacks used for vermi
compost. Baghel said that
youth and women should
be trained to prepare good
products. He said that in
the near future, Rural
Industrial Park will be-
come a strong foundation
of our rural economy. CM
said that the amount paid
in lieu of cow dung is con-
tinuously increasing.
People are taking care of
cows, understanding the
importance of cow dung
and vermi compost.
During the Bhent-Mulaqat
visit, some Gauthan com-
mittees had demanded
construction of a shed so
that they may conduct eco-
nomic activities from their

own funds.
Agriculture Minister

Ravindra Choubey said
that so far 11,252 Gauthans
have been approved in the
state, and construction of
9,619 of these Gauthans
have been built. And 8440
of these Gauthans have
been built in rural areas.
Moreover, 4270 of these
Gauthans have become
self-supporting. The pro-
duction and distribution
of vermi compost is being
done with the coordina-
tion of various depart-
ments. Soon, the produc-
tion of vermi compost will
be started on a large scale
in Chhattisgarh. He said
that RIPA’s activities will
be further expanded with
the participation of youth.

Managing Director of
GNY Dr. Ayyaz Tamboli
said that since the intro-
duction of Godhan Nyay
Yojana, Rs 188.45 cr has
been paid in lieu of dung
procurement, and
Gauthan Committees and
Women Self Help Groups
have been paid an amount
of Rs 170.05 cr as dividend.
He informed that till now
19.82 lakh quintals of
vermi compost has been
produced in the Gauthans
and 16.24 lakh quintals of
the vermi compost pro-
duced has been sold. Dr.
Tamboli informed that so
far 2.25 lakh quintals of
hay has been received as
donation in the gauthans.

Need to save winning HP MLAs
from horse-trading: CM

Raipur, Dec 08: On
party’s victory in
Himachal Pradesh VS
polls, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the victorious MLAs from
party have to be saved
from horse-trading , as the
BJP can do anything to
come to power.

It is notable here that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has been appointed
as the senior observer for
HP Vidhan Sabha poll. He
denied the speculations
that the newly elected

Congress MLAs of
Himachal Pradesh (HP)
can be shifted to
Chhattisgarh.

Speaking to media per-
sons before leaving for
Chandigarh in the after-
noon, CM denied chances
of shifting of elected HP
MLAs to Chhattisgarh
and clarified that they
will not be brought to
Raipur. Still we have to

keep the party MLAs safe,
as BJP can go to any ex-
tent, he added. Baghel
termed Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as ‘B’ team of BJP.

On victory of party’s
candidate Savitri
Mandavi in
Bhanupratappur by-poll,
CM said that the results
shows faith and confi-
dence of people on
Congress and added that
the voters have put their
seal on the works carried
out by deceased MLA Late
Manoj Mandavi. BJP had
to struggle a lot to remain
in second-third position.

CM through a Tweet ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the voters of
Bhanupratappur region
and said that the party
has won the 5th by-poll in

the state and extended
greetings to the party
workers and leaders for
working day and night
and PCC Chief Mohan
Markam for the party’s
victory. In addition to this
he said that the ex-CM
Raman Singh has been
calling him by different
names, but in reality it is
the people who are the
Lion, as they take the last
share and have shown
their true inclination and
confidence towards
Congress. It is for this rea-
son that the BJP was seen
struggling for second or
third position. BJP had
put in its biggest election
manager for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
and despite all this the re-
sults are before all.
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Dantewada gets special
attention at the health
conference held in
Geneva

At the conference India’s
stall displayed Bastar’s
health services

150 young scientists to
participate

More than half of the
Gauthans of the state
are now procuring cow
dung from their own
resources

CM made an online
transfer of Rs 7.83 cr as
the 57th installment of
GNY to the accounts of
the beneficiaries

Not likely to be shifted
to Ch’garh

Voters have put seal on
Mandavi’s works in
Bhanupratappur

At Jai Stambh Chowk

Chairman BDA inaugurates div-level Ch’garhia Olympics

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  0088::  The two-day
divisional-level Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was inaugurated on
Wednesday by Lakheshwar
Baghel, President of Bastar Area
Tribal Development Authority, at
Lalbagh Ground in Jagdalpur. On
this occasion, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain,
Chairman of Bastar Handicrafts
Development Board Chandan
Kashyap, Chairman of Indravati
Development Authority Rajeev
Sharma, Mayor Safira Sahu,
President of Municipal

Corporation Kavita Sahu,
Collector Chandan Kumar, SSP
Jitendra Meena, members of
District Panchayat were present.
CEO Prakash Sarve, Dy Comm.
BS Sidar, Municipal
Commissioner Dinesh Nag,
District Sports Officer Rajendra
Dekate along with public repre-
sentatives and players from
across the division were present.
The guests also displayed their
talent in traditional sports by
playing ‘gilli-danda’ and
‘Bhanwara’ on the occasion.

About 2000 players will show
their skills in 14 different tradi-
tional sports for two consecutive
days in the Chhattisgarhi
Olympics being held at Lalbagh
Maidan.

On this occasion, Chairman
BDA Lakheshwar Baghel said
that hosting the divisional-level
Chhattisgarh Olympics is defi-
nitely a matter of pride for
Jagdalpur. After winning at vari-
ous levels, all the players have
arrived from across the division
to show their mettle in the divi-
sional level games. The players
who emerge victorious in the
two-day long competition will
get an opportunity to participate
in the state level competition. He
said that there is no dearth of
talent in the players of Bastar
and they will certainly bring lau-
rels to Bastar by performing well
in the competitions organized at
the state level. 

Nakti Semra Sarpanch,
Dy Sarpanch enter Cong 

Jagdalpur, Dec 08:
Impressed by the policies
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and the
works of Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain, Nakti Semra
Sarpanch and Deputy
Sarpanch joined Congress
fold here on Wednesday.
MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain wel-
comed Sarpanch
Dushasan Nag and Deputy
Sarpanch Gomti Bharti
entry into Congress by
presenting them with
party’s stole.

After entering the
Congress, Sarpanch
Dushasan Nag said that he
is entering the Congress
after being influenced by
the public welfare policies
of the CM Bhupesh
Baghel and the works of
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain. Deputy
Sarpanch Gomti Bharti
said that as many develop-
ment works are being
done in the Congress gov-
ernment, that much work
was not done even in the
fifteen years of the BJP.
Today, roads, bridges, ra-
tion shops in every village,
tap water in every house
and Mata Gudi, the center

of faith, are being renovat-
ed, impressed by these
works, she is entering the
Congress.

MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain expressed
happiness over the entry of
Sarpanch and Deputy
Sarpanch into the
Congress fold and said that
the party will be further
strengthened on entry of
Nakati Semra Sarpanch
and Deputy Sarpanch into
Congress. He expressed
hope that the sarpanch
and deputy sarpanch
would work according to
the policy of the Congress.

On this occasion,
District Member Jyoti Rao
Naidu, Sarpanch Adawal
Jayanti Kashyap, Block
President Virendra Sahni,
City District Congress
Committee General
Secretary Gournath Nag,
Councilor Surya Pani,
Deputy Sarpanch Adawal
Amit Das, along with MLA
Jagdalpur Rekhchand
Jain, were present on the
occasion. District
President Awadhesh Jha,
State General Secretary of
INTUC Congress Vijay
Singh, along with a large
number of villagers were
present.

Action on DJ operator under Noise Act
Jagdalpur, Dec 08:
Continuous action is being
taken against anti-social
elements under the guid-
ance of DIG and SSP
Jitendra Singh Meena. In
the context of which ac-
tion has been taken
against the DJ operator in
the city under the Noise
Pollution Act. It may be
noted that on the night of
December 6 in Jagdalpur
city, during a wedding cer-
emony at Mahadev Ghat,
information was received
that the DJ sound system
was playing very loudly.
On which a team under
the leadership of Station

House Officer Inspector
Eman Sahu was sent to the
spot to verify the informa-
tion. The team reached the
spot and found the infor-
mation received to be cor-
rect.

According to the inter-
pretation, on inquiring
with the main person play-
ing sound system at
Mahadev Ghat, disclosed
his name as Dhanendra
Singh Thakur, S/o late
Surendra Singh Thakur,
Age 23, R/o Power House
Chowk, Vijay Ward,
Jagdalpur. In defiance of
the instructions of the
High Court, DJ was found

playing too loud a sound
system late in the night. 1
nos amplifier, 2 nos sound
system box were seized
from DJ operator (sound
system) and brought to
Kotwali. The police have
registered an offense
against the accused under
section 291 IPC, 4,5,15 CG
Noise Act, the accused has
been arrested.

It should be known that
in the city, often after the
scheduled time, the noise
of DJ can be heard. The
residents of the city are
very upset with the DJ
playing arbitrarily by
keeping the noise act in

check. In this case, the peo-
ple living near the main
roads have to face lots of
problems. The sound of
the DJ is also very high
than the prescribed stan-
dards set. Vibration with
loud sound is very harm-
ful for old people. Almost
all the DJ operators in the
city operate DJ at a much
higher volume than the
prescribed sound. The res-
idents of the city had
needed this action of the
police for a long time.
Especially for the people
living near the  Main
Road, the DJ was causing
trouble.

CM contributes for the welfare
of soldiers on Army Flag Day

Raipur, Dec 08: Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
contributed for the welfare
of the soldiers on the occa-
sion of Armed Forces Flag
Day on Wednesday,
December 7th.

Director of Chhattisgarh
Sainik Welfare Board,
Vivek Sharma, Brigadier
(Vishisht Seva Mandal)
met Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel on Wednesday
morning at the rest house

in Gariaband district of
the state. On this occasion,
Brigadier Sharma pinned
the symbolic flag to Chief
Minister Baghel and  re-
ceived the contribution
amount.

Chief Minister Baghel
expressed gratitude to the
brave soldiers of the coun-
try and their families on
Armed Forces Flag Day.
Baghel has said in his mes-
sage that the Armed Forces
Flag Day is a symbol of the
pious feeling of realizing
our responsibilities to-
wards the brave soldiers of
our country and their fami-
lies and contributing to-
wards it.

Hike in gold and silver price
due to the marriage season

Raipur, Dec 08: Due to
the impact of the interna-
tional market as well as in-
creased demand in the
wedding season, the prices
of gold and silver contin-
ued to rise. Gold has be-
come expensive by Rs 750
in the last six days. At the
same time, the price of sil-
ver has also increased by
Rs 1200. The prices of Gold
per ten grams (standard)

in Raipur bullion market
was Rs 53550 and silver
was Rs 62800 per kg on
Wednesday. The prices of
Gold (22carat - Rs 49100
and 20 carat- Rs 44,800 per
10 gms). Earlier on
November 30, gold was Rs
52800 per ten grams (stan-
dard) and silver was Rs
61000 per kg. Bullion
traders said that both the
precious metals will con-

tinue to fluctuate in this
way. Harakh Malu, former
president of Raipur
Bullion Association, said
that that there will be ups
and downs in bullion mar-
ket. Now this is the best
time to purchase orna-
ments for wedding season.
This year the bullion busi-
ness was very good as
compared to last year, he
added. According to
traders, compared to
November 2021, the bul-
lion trade in November
2022 is 15 percent more
this year. Bullion show-
rooms in the city has dis-
played new range of jewel-
ery as per the choice of the
consumers. Along with
this, there is a collection of
lightweight jewelry and
traditional and new fash-
ionable jewelry. Silver
coins is also on display as
per the choice of the cus-
tomers.

Major role of diagnosis machines in providing
better health services: Singh Deo

Raipur, Dec 08: Minister
of Health and Family
Welfare and Medical
Education  T.S. Singh Deo
on Wednesday discussed
with the Chairman and
Directors of CGMSC
(Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation) and
senior departmental offi-
cials from manufacturers
and suppliers of medical
equipment from all over
the country.

About 60 firms includ-
ing many reputed compa-
nies participated in the
second day of the two-day
National Pharmaceutical
& Medical Equipment
Manufacturers Meet or-
ganized by CGMSC in
Raipur. CGMSC President
Dr. Pritam Ram, Director
Dr. K.K. Dhruva and
Secretary of Health
Department Prasanna R.
also participated in the
meet both days. The meet-
ing discussed in detail the
solutions to the problems
in the supply of medical

equipment in the state. To
increase the participation
of companies in the tender
issued by CGMSC for the
supply of medical equip-
ment, the problems faced
by suppliers in the current
tender process and their
solutions, the utility of on-
line tender process soft-
ware and business oppor-
tunities for manufacturers
and suppliers of medical
equipment in
Chhattisgarh were dis-
cussed. Participating com-
panies gave their feedback
and suggestions to im-
prove the current process
of tendering, e-procure-
ment portal, modes of pay-
ment and mandatory of
various documents.

At the National
Pharmaceutical and
E q u i p m e n t

Manufacturers’ Meet,
Health Minister Singh Deo
told the companies in-
volved in the supply of
medical equipment that
diagnosis machines have a
big role to play in provid-
ing health services.

New technologies and
machines have greatly in-
creased the scope of dis-
ease investigation. The
health department is
working on the concept of
universal health care for
the residents of the state
to spend less out of their
own pocket for the treat-
ment, examination and
medicine of the diseases.
As per the need for the
hospitals, the patients will
be able to get more and
more facilities by getting
the equipment faster.
CGMSC President Dr.

Pritam Ram addressing
the meet, said that this
meet has been organized
to speed up the supply of
medical equipment and re-
move the shortage in the
state. Based on the prob-
lems, solutions and sug-
gestions made known by
the companies participat-
ing in the tender issued by
CGMSC, the shortcomings
of the current process will
be removed. In the meet-
ing, Director of Health
Services Mr. Bhim Singh
and Director of Medical
Education Department Dr.
Along with Vishnu Dutt,
specialist doctors from
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
Raipur, DKS
Superspeciality Hospital
and Health Department
were also present.

Armed Forces Flag Day an opportunity to
express gratitude towards soldiers: Uikey

Raipur, Dec 07: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey inaugu-
rated the program organ-
ised on the occasion of
Armed Forces Flag Day at
the Durbar Hall of Raj

Bhavan on Wednesday by
paying tribute to the mar-
tyrs of Chhattisgarh and
observing a minute’s si-
lence. The Governor paid
tribute to the martyrs of
the country and the state
and expressed her grati-
tude for the sacrifices of
the martyrs and their fami-
lies present. Governor
Uikey felicitated ex-ser-
vicemen and families of

martyrs. The Governor
handed over a cheque of Rs
2 lakh to the Soldier
Welfare Board.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, the Governor
said that it is our duty not
only to remember the con-
tribution of the country’s
soldiers but also to be
grateful to them. and tak-
ing care of their family as
your family. On this day,

the brave martyrs of the
country and all those who
fought against the enemies
on the country’s borders
with great bravery to pro-
tect the honour of the
country are felicitated. The
country will always re-
member the sacrifices
made by the soldiers to ful-
fill their duties towards the
country. The Governor fur-
ther said that thanks to the
brave soldiers, we have
won many wars. Our coun-
try is safe only because of
the contribution of all
three branches of the
army and it is getting
stronger strategically. Even
at the time of any natural
calamity and crisis, our
soldiers stand shoulder to
shoulder in the service of
the common people.
Governor Uikey said that
by joining the armed
forces, the youth gets an op-
portunity to serve the

country.
On the occasion of Flag

Day, Governor Anusuiya
Uikey gave Rs. 20 lakh to
Kusum Pandey, the mother
of Col. Kapildev Pandey,
who was martyred on
June 30, 2022. Governor
also honoured  military of-
ficers and soldiers for their
distinguished work.
Principal Secretary Home
Manoj Kumar Pingua,
Secretary to Governor
Amrit Kumar Khalkho,
Legal Adviser Rajesh
Kumar Srivastava,
Secretary Home
Department Dhananjay
Devangan, Additional
Director General of Police
Pradeep Gupta, Director of
Soldier Welfare Board
Brigadier Vivek Sharma,
Governor of Deputy
Secretary Deepak Kumar
Agarwal along with family
members of ex-servicemen
and martyrs were present.

Primary aim of govt is to
increase person’s income: CM

Raipur, Dec 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addressing a press confer-
ence informed that the
purpose of his Bhent-
Mulaqat is to assess the ex-
ecution of government
initiatives and gather feed-
back.

The government’s pri-
mary aim is to raise the in-
dividual person’s income,
Baghel said. We have been
working on the campaign
for the past four years and
the government launched
RIPA, and the construc-
tion projects will now
progress quickly.

He stated that to pro-
mote cultures and encour-
age sports,
‘Chhattisgarhia Olympics’
has been started. Gunny
bags are in plentiful sup-
ply, and the procurement
of paddy is progressing
well.

Only the proclamation
of any district is ineffec-
tive, a district establishes
over time we might not
make any announcement
before the elections.

On this occasion CM

Baghel  announced the
opening of the Saraipali
Additional Collector’s of-
fice. An amount of 20
lakh has been approved for
the Press Club, and a
building for the Press Club
will be constructed in
Saraipali.

He said that if there is
forced migration, the gov-
ernment will take firm ac-
tion. The Chhattisgarh
government acts to bring
back the bonded labourers
on a huge scale. Migration
is declining, he claimed.

The government’s ini-
tiatives are helping the
people. Better jobs are be-
coming available to people.

Because of improved
jobs, migration has de-

creased. Because of gov-
ernment initiatives and
regulations, Naxal activity
has diminished in Bastar,

he added. We have so far
recruited 14,000 teachers.
The teacher hiring process
is in progress.
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Governor participated
in the program organ-
ized on the occasion of
Armed Forces Flag Day

To speed up its supply
by coordinating with
supplier companies,
said Health minister

SSaarraaiippaallii::  CM Bhupesh
Baghel during ‘Bhent
Mulaqat Abhiyan’ in Saraipali
area of Mahasamund, inter-
acted with the general public
yesterday at village Baloda
of Saraipali and village
Bhawarpur of Basna and
took feedback about the
implementation of the
schemes of the state govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, CM Baghel
inaugurated and performed
bhoomipujan of development
works worth Rs 28.65 cr in
Saraipali assembly con-

stituency today. This
includes Bhoomipujan of 29
works worth Rs 23.63 cr and
inauguration of 15 works
worth Rs 5.2 cr.

Baghel also performed
Bhoomipujan of various
works including construction
of new road, bridge-culvert,
construction of new rest
house and additional room in
the college. The works inau-
grated include construction
of school hall, theater con-
struction, construction of
C.C. road and community
hall.

CM lays stone for devp works worth

Rs 28.65 cr in Saraipali



Collector conducts surprise
inspection of govt ration shop

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 08: District
Collector Sanjeev Jha,
here, during his visit to
District Panchayat Pali,
conducted a surprise in-
spection of government
fair price shop in Gram
Panchayat Sirki and the
new tehsil building under
construction in
Hardibazar. Collector Jha
reached the government
ration shop and inquired
about ration storage and
distribution of food
grains to the beneficiar-
ies.

The ration shop is being
operated by the Durga
Self Help Group, where
he  observed the facilities
available in the ration

shop and the storage of
rice, sugar, salt and gram.
The collector also inspect-
ed the garbage shed built
in the premises and gave
necessary instructions
along with taking infor-
mation regarding the op-

eration.
The Collector said that

keeping in mind the pre-
scribed parameters, the
collection of waste and
necessary work should be
done in the garbage shed.
During this Katghora

Additional Collector
Vijendra Patle, District
Panchayat CEO Nutan
Kanwar was also present.
Katghora MLA
Purushottam Kanwar and
Collector Sanjeev Jha in-
spected the new Tehsil
building under construc-
tion in Hardi Bazar Tehsil
office premises and took
information about the re-
maining works from the
contractor and depart-
ment officials engaged in
the construction work of
Tehsil building.

Along with this, in-
structions were given to
Tehsildar Hardibazar
Ravi Rathore to continu-
ously monitor the works
to get the work completed
within the time limit.

18 villages to benefit from
irrigation services:Ratre 

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Dec 08:
District Panchayat
President Madhubala Ratre
has said that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has an-
nounced the plan to provide
irrigation facility by making
barrage near Akalwara for
all 18 villages of Fingeshwar
development block above
Sukha River including
Jamgaon in a meet-meet pro-
gram at Fingeshwar.

On behalf of the people of
the entire region, she has ex-
pressed her gratitude to the
Chief Minister for fulfilling
the very important and
years-old need of the region
by announcing irrigation fa-
cilities in the entire region.
Mrs. Ratre said that in this
program Bhupesh Baghel

has fulfilled the years old de-
mand of Gramyanchal by
giving Tehsil status to
Fingeshwar.

Along with this, in the
meet-meet programme,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has created an at-
mosphere in favor of the
party by approving 11 more
schemes for the demands of
the people and the needs of
the region, she said.

Central Chronicle News

Churikala, Dec 08: The
fly ash menace is affecting
the health of villagers,
due to construction of ash
dam being done by CSEB
(West) in Gram Panchayat
Jhabu Nawagaon Kala, by
Contractor Budelkhand
Engineers and Shankar
Engineers.

As per information, the
ash is spreading around,
due to non-putting of soil
in the ranged ashes, but as
according to the rules, the
dry ash dumped has to be
covered with soil, but it is

not being covered with
soil by the contractors.

The management of
CSEB West was informed

several times by MP
Representative Jeevan

Yadav along with the vil-
lagers of the area to stop

the flying ash, but no im-
provement was taken by
the management.

Jeevan Yadav told that
CS EB management has
been asked for compensa-
tion for the damage
caused by the flying ash,
but so far no compensa-
tion amount has been
given to the villagers of
the area.

The villagers along
with the MP have said
that villagers of the area
will organize a mass
movement, if the compen-
sation amount is not
granted.

Celebrations after
announcement of

Tehsil status

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Dec 08:
There was an atmosphere
of celebration in the city
today after Fingeshwar
was given the status of
Tehsil, as for the last 30-40
years there was a continu-
ous demand to give the
city Tehsil status. The re-
gion was of sub-tehsil quo
after its formation in 1953.
As soon as the Chief
Minister announced the
status of Tehsil to
Fingeshwar slogans of
cheers were raised in the
entire meeting place.

In the city, citizens and
youth burst crackers and

distributed sweets while
bursting fireworks. The
Chief Minister made many
important announcements
in the program of
Fingeshwar,due to which
the atmosphere of Holi
Diwali was created in the
surrounding villages in-
cluding the city. After the
Tehsil announcement,
many villages including
Congress workers
Omprakash Banchor,
Harishankar Srivastava,
Anil Chandrakar, Karim
Khan, Ramkrishna Tiwari,
Kamal Yadu, Mahendra
Thakur, Nathu Kashyap
burst firecrackers congrat-
ulating each other.

BJYM workers gherao SP’s office, raise slogans

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Dec 08: To
protest against filing of an
FIR against the District sec-
retary BJYM Saurabh
Singh, the BJYM workers
staged massive protest here
on Wednesday.

It is notable here that
that BJYM burnt an effigy
near Signal Chowk to
protest against the arrest of
BJP candidate for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Brahmanand Netam.
During this there was
minor scuffle between

BJYM and police and in
this an FIR was filed
against BJYM leader
Saurabh Singh.

So with demand to with-
draw FIR against Saurabh

Singh and take action
agains those who indulged
in scolding and misbehav-
iour with the police person-
nel, the BJYM workers
gheraoed the SP's office and

staged sit-in.
In this protest, former

Parliamentary Secretary
Motiram, former MLA
Ashok Sahu, District
President and hundreds of
other party workers were
present. They raised slo-
gans in protest against the
police administration. The
police had erected barri-
cades to stop protestors and
due to which 10-12 busses of
Holy Kingdom School got
stuck in the traffic jam and
hundreds of school stu-
dents were troubled for
water and food for hours.

Colorful events in district level youth festival
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Dec 08: A colorful
district level youth festival
was organized at Manas
Bhawan Baikunthpur here,
under the chief hospitality
of Parliamentary
Secretary and
Baikunthpur MLA Ambika
Singh Deo. 38 genres of folk
dance, singing and sports
and singing competitions
were held at Manas
Bhawan, while sports com-
petitions were organized at
Swami Atmanand Hindi
Medium School Kharwat
Maidan. On the occasion of
the district level event, the

chief guest Mrs. Singhdev
while addressing the par-
ticipants congratulated
them for their better per-
formance and encouraged
the participants to make
the district proud by ex-

celling at the divisional and
state level. On this occa-
sion, District Panchayat
Vice President Vedanti
Tiwari, District Panchayat
CEO Namrata Jain, local
public representatives, dig-

nitaries, school students
and general public were
present in large numbers.

Around 350 participants
from both Baikunthpur
and Sonhat development
blocks participated in the
district level competition.
Participants in the male
and female categories of 15
to 40 years and above 40
years displayed their art.
Selected participants in 38
disciplines participated in
the district level event and
the winning participants at
the district level will partic-
ipate in the divisional level
competition to be held from
December 12 to 15.

Happiness Express prog conducted

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Dec 08: Under the
joint aegis of District
Administration and
UNICEF, capacity building
and workshop of youth and
volunteers of Happiness
Express program was or-
ganized on 05 and 06
December 2022 at District
Panchayat Assembly Hall
and Government College,
Bijapur. The program was
organized by motivational
speaker and facilitator Mr.
Neeraj Gara.

Addressing the program,
he said that, the training
program will act as encour-
agement and motivation
for the Bijadootir volun-
teers and the administra-
tion will get cooperation
from the volunteers for so-
cial participation.

National level motiva-
tional speaker Neeraj Gera
was welcomed by District
Child Protection Officer
Rahul Kaushik at the be-
ginning of the program.

Neeraj Gera, through the
activities of the Happiness

Express program, ex-
plained the approach and
understanding on self-serv-
ice, menstrual hygiene
management, and how to
organize enthusiasm and
happiness in their personal
lives, and various other
genres.

The work being done by
the Bijadootir volunteers
was praised and in the
above programme,
UNICEF District Advisor
Bharat Sahu was also facili-
tated for organizing the
programme.

MLA makes Rs 2 lakh declaration
for Temple constrution work

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Dec 08: MLA
Bastar and President
Bastar Development
Authority (BDA)
Lakheshwar Baghel was
accorded warm welcome
on his arrival in Gram
Panchayat Usari here on
Thursday. Thrilled over
the welcome accorded,
Baghel said that it appears
as if there is some festival
in the village.

On being apprised by
the villagers in the meet-
ing, Baghel made a decla-
ration of sanction of Rs 2
lakh for completion of
pending construction
work of Mata Tapeshwari
Mandir. Further on prob-

lem raised by the Self-Help
Group member, Baghel
made a declaration of Rs
6.50 lakh for building con-
struction.

Speaking on the occa-
sion MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel said that the long
pending demand of reno-
vation of Lingahi Mavali
Mata temple is going to be

done and it is a big
achievement for Gram
Panchayat Usari. For this
the state government had
sanctioned Rs 1.50 lakh,
but now seeing the re-
quirement, he has granted
sanction of Rs 2 lakh
more. He said that last
since the Congress gov-
ernment has been formed

in the state there is reno-
vation of temples in the
Gram Panchayats and
'Mata-Gudhiyas' are being
paid special attention in
Bastar VS area.

MLA on this occasion
laid stone for construction
of 200 mts CC road from
Gram Usari to Bichpara
and from Dalsai house to

Murga Bazar. MLA asked
to pay special attention on
important schemes of the
state government related
to Gouthans. Seeing the
work, he directed the offi-
cers to provide fencing
wires and construct a shed
for keeping food materials.

When the 'Divyang' chil-
dren apprised him about
their problems, MLA took
it into cognizance and as-
sured to provide help from
CM Voluntary fund assis-
tance scheme.

In this programme,
BCC President Ganesh
Baghel, OBC div president
Dinesh Yadu, Champa
Thakur, Lakheshwar
Kashyap, Mansingh
Kawasi, Jhulku Ram,
Santo Ram, Sukari
Mandavi, Madan Singh,
Ratiram, Govind Nag and
others were present.
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p In Gram Usari; accorded
warm welcome

To protest against filing of FIR against Saurabh Singh

Fly ash menace in village Jhabu Nawagaon

Central Chronicle News

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  DDeecc  0088:: As per the in-
structions of Collector Jitendra
Kumar Shukla and under the
guidance of District Women and
Child Development Officer,
Sakhi One Stop Center
Bemetara, for the purpose of
ending violence against
women, a one-day workshop on
women-centric issues and
rights was organized at S.U.
Secondary Girls' School,
Bemetara and in Anganwadi
Center ward number-13
Singhori, Secondary Girls

School Bemetara. 
In this program, Protection

Officer Nava Bihan Yashoda
Sahu while addressing the girl
students said that if seen in
today's era, women are more
harassed than domestic vio-
lence. Domestic violence in-
clude marital abuse, domestic
violence, family violence or ha-
rassment for dowry etc.
Violence within the domestic
realm is referred to as domestic
violence. Domestic violence in-
cludes physical, mental, emo-
tional, verbal abuse of a woman
by a person with whom the

woman has a family relation-
ship. Explaining the measures
to avoid this and justice, he said
that any person reporting do-
mestic violence can apply to the
Protection Officer Magistrate to
initiate proceedings and pro-
vide a safe shelter or medical
aid. For this, each state govern-
ment appoints a protection offi-
cer in its state.

'Sakhi One Stop Center
Center' Administrator Rakhi
Yadav said that the 'Sakhi One
Stop Center scheme' was im-
plemented by the Government
of India on April 1, 2015 to sup-

port violence affected women.
Sakhi One Stop Center is meant
to be a system where any
woman who is a victim of vio-
lence can seek help. Counselor
Lakshmi Verma said that
women can talk to the coun-
selor to avoid harassment by
themselves or their family
members and for justice, which
is kept confidential. Case work-
er Rameshwari Sahu gave infor-
mation about the free help and
legal aid provided at Sakhi One
Stop Center for women helpline
number 181.

Child Protection Unit's

District Child Protection Officer
Vyom Srivastava and counselor
Shaista Parveen said that the
Integrated Child Protection
Scheme focuses its activities on
children in need of care and
protection and adolescents in
conflict with the law, as well as
child marriage, POCSO by
them. Information about the
Act was also given. The scheme
provides preventive and care
and rehabilitation services to
other vulnerable children.

Child Line team members
Vibhuti Navik and Pravesh
Netam said that Child Line is a

24-hour free, emergency na-
tional phone service child
helpline number 1098 for minor
children below 0 to 18 years. It
is for children who need care
and protection. It is a project of
the Ministry of Women and
Child Development in partner-
ship with State Governments,
NGOs, educational institutions,
bilateral and multilateral agen-
cies and the corporate sector.
All the staff, Anganwadi work-
ers and girl students were pres-
ent in the program including the
principal and campaigner of the
school.

Information about women’s rights given to school girls

Madhubala-Ratre
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Kerala to create women-friendly
tourism network

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 8 (PTI): The Kerala
government is planning to
create a woman-friendly
tourism network with
over one lakh women trav-
ellers and entrepreneurs
as members, state
Tourism Minister P A
Mohammed Riyas said
here on Thursday.

More than 1000 women
have already registered in
the programme, being im-
plemented by the
Responsible Tourism
Mission with an objective
to make the state a com-
plete woman-friendly
tourism destination.

The southern state is
generally a safe destina-
tion for holidayers and
special arrangements are
being made to ensure the
safety of all tourists, in-

cluding that of solo
women travellers, he said
while speaking during the
question and answer ses-
sion in the assembly.

The minister said it has
been decided to conduct a
study to know about basic
infrastructure facilities
and security arrange-
ments to be implemented
in tourism centres to make
it more women-friendly.

“The RT Mission is
aimed at creating a net-
work of women units and
creating tourism centres
targeting women,” Riyas
said. On the proposed
women-friendly tourism
network, he said over 1000
women have already regis-
tered in the programme
and online training of 400
of them have been com-
pleted.

Cyclone ‘Mandous’: AP CM asks
Collectors to be vigilant

Amaravati, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Thursday directed
the Collectors of various
districts to be vigilant in
view of the cyclonic storm
in the Bay of Bengal.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
heavy rainfall is predicted
over several parts of the
state as cyclone ‘Mandous’
over the Bay of Bengal is ex-
pected to cross the coast be-
tween Puducherry and
Sriharikota in AP on the
midnight of December 9.

The Chief Minister held a
review meeting with the of-
ficials concerned here over
the cyclone, an official re-
lease said. He said adequate

precautions should be taken
by the authorities review-
ing the impact of the storm
from time to time. The offi-
cials informed the Chief

Minister that rain is pre-
dicted in Nellore, Tirupati,
Chittoor and other districts.
Jagan asked the agriculture
department officials to cre-

ate awareness about the pre-
cautionary measures to be
taken by the farmers and be
helpful to them. Heavy rain-
fall is likely to occur at iso-
lated places over Prakasam
and SPSR Nellore districts
today, the IMD said.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely to occur at iso-
lated places over SPSR
Nellore and Chittoor dis-
tricts and heavy rainfall
over Prakasam, YSR dis-
trict and Anantapuramu
districts on Friday, it said.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely occur at isolat-
ed places over Chittoor and
Anantapuramu districts
and heavy rainfall over YSR
district and Prakasam dis-
trict on December 10, it fur-
ther said.

Siddaramaiah blames BJP for reaping
political benefit out of border row

Bengaluru, Dec 8 (PTI) 

With the border row be-
tween Karnataka and
Maharashtra over
Belagavi still persisting,
former Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Thursday accused the BJP
of reaping political bene-
fits instead of resolving
the issue.

In a series of tweets, the
Leader of Opposition said
people were facing hard-
ship owing to the contro-
versy.

“It is in the DNA of
@BJP4Karnataka to reap
political benefits out of
controversies. Belagavi
border issue, which could
have been resolved
through negotiations, is
now allowed to grow so

that BJP can take bene-
fits,” the Congress leader
said.

Siddaramaiah said the
people were facing prob-
lems as the transport de-
partments of both the
States have stopped the
Belagavi-Maharashtra
inter-State bus service.

“People of both the
States are anxious about
the developments, &
@BJP4Karnataka govt
have to intervene & estab-
lish peace,” the former
Chief Minister said.

He further said the
coalition government in
Maharashtra has been
trying to target
Kannadigas residing in
the neighbouring States
and Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj

Bommai should immedi-
ately intervene, reach out
to his counterparts in
Maharashtra and protect
Kannadigas.

“It is not just enough to
claim it is a double-engine
govt. @BJP4India should
step up whenever it is
needed to solve the crisis.
This time it has failed to
resolve the issue...,” the
Congress leader said.

The border row was sev-
eral decades old with
Maharashtra claiming the
merger of Belagavi with it
on the ground that the dis-
trict has substantial
Marathi-speaking popula-
tion.

Karnataka has refuted
the claim by saying the
issue has been settled long
ago.

Corporates destroying jungles but
saving themselves from legal action

using money power: Cong MP 
New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Congress Rajya Sabha
member Kumar Ketkar on
Thursday alleged that real
estate sharks and corpo-
rates were devastating
jungles and using their
money and muscle power
to avoid legal action.

In order to protect
wildlife, not only should
the laws be strict but their
implementation should
also be equally stingent,
he said during a discus-
sion on the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment
Bill in the Upper House.

The bill was tabled by
Environment Minister
Bupender Yadav on
Wednesday.

“At present, when we
are talking about this Act,
Nicobar is being complete-

ly ruined, Nicobar jungles
are being removed for the
benefit of some corpo-
rates. So essentially, the
wildlife is actually at-
tacked not by any humans
as such, but by the corpo-
rates and sometimes by
celebrity Bollywood
types,” he said.

Stressing on the effec-
tive implementation of
laws, Ketkar said, “The
implementation is not
strict because the corpo-
rates are actually using
their money or muscle
power or their contacts in
bureaucracy and in the
government to destroy the
jungle. When jungles are
gone, the wildlife is gone.”

Stating that climate
change was directly relat-
ed to wildlife protection,
he stressed on the need for

creating an environment
conducive for the survival
and growth of wild ani-
mals and birds.

“When Project Tiger
was announced, there was
a considerable discussion,
and thankfully there was
a lot of support. But today,
this issue has come be-
cause real estate sharks
and corporates are devas-
tating jungles and creat-
ing problems for wildlife,”
he said.

Congress member
Jairam Ramesh opposed
the bill in “its present
form” and expressed ap-
prehension over the pro-
vision related to transfer
or transport of captive
live elephant “for any
other purpose”, saying it
could be misused. He
asked the minister to

specify the purpose in the
Act.

“What is this ‘any other
purpose’? To provide an
elephant for captive zoo in
Gujarat? to provide for
some private amusement
parks in some other
state?” Ramesh said,
while suggesting that it
should have been stated
for “cultural and reli-
gious” purpose, consider-
ing the significance of ele-
phants in such events in
many parts of India.

Sushmita Dev of the All
India Trinamool
Congress, too, expressed
similar sentiments in her
speech and asked the min-
ister to tell the Parliament
why the government did
not vote against the mo-
tion to restart interna-
tional ivory trade.

1000 Bru militants to surrender
arms in Assam on Dec 12

Hailakandi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Around 1000 Bru militants
will surrender arms and return
to the mainstream at a formal
ceremony in Assam’s
Hailakandi district on
December 12, police said on
Thursday.

Members of the United
Democratic Liberation Front of
Barak Valley (UDLFBV) and
Bru Revolutionary Army of
Union (BRAU), who are current-
ly on a ceasefire, will formally
lay down their arms at
Katlicherra, 28 km from here
along the state border with
Mizoram, Hailakandi
Superintendent of Police
Nabaneet Mahanta said.

Assam Assembly Speaker
Biswajit Daimary and Water
Resources and Parliamentary
Affairs minister Pijush
Hazarika will attend the pro-

gramme.
The Superintendents of

Police of Hailakandi, Cachar
and Karimganj districts have
been asked to display the arms
during the formal ceremony.
The Centre, the state govern-
ments of Mizoram and Tripura
and the Mizoram Bru Displaced
People’s Forum (MBDPF) had
signed an agreement in 2018 for
the repatriation of Bru families
and had initiated negotiations
with the outfits to return to the
mainstream. Both the militant
outfits were active in the 90s
along the Assam-Mizoram bor-
der areas, particularly in
Hailakandi district, and were al-
leged to be involved in the
killing of BJP leader Pratul
Deb, who had returned to India
from London after retirement,
along with cases of extortion,
kidnappings and other unlawful
activities, the police said.

HP polls, Delhi civic election
results exposed BJP’s 
vulnerability: CPI(M)

New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

The results Himachal
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tion and the Delhi civic
polls “exposed the BJP’s
vulnerability” and
brought to the fore the
“limits of the much-touted
Narendra Modi factor”,
the CPI(M) said on
Thursday.

About the poll trend in
Gujarat where the BJP
was looking to get more
than 150 seats in the 182-
member assembly, the Left
party termed it “a confir-
mation of the deep com-
munal polarization engi-
neered by the BJP-RSS
over the last three
decades”. Commenting
on the Himachal Pradesh
trends showing Congress

surging ahead of the BJP
on 39 of the total 68 seats
in the hill state, the
CPI(M) said it was a
“stinging defeat” for the
saffron party.

Accusing the BJP of
deploying “all its re-
sources and the state ma-
chinery to try to retain
power”, the Left party
said, “However, the popu-
lar discontent over BJP
misrule prevailed.”

About the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) election results
which were announced
Wednesday, it said that
the people of the national
capital “withstood all the
blandishments and ma-
noeuvres of the BJP and
the Central govern-
ment.”

Seven plays to be staged at theatre
festival inside Assam forest

Guwahati, Dec 8 (PTI) 

A play from Sri
Lanka is among seven
productions to be
staged at the three-day
‘Under The Sal Tree’
theatre festival in
Assam’s Goalpara dis-
trict from December 15.

The unique open-air
theatre festival, started
by eminent theatre per-
sonality Shukracharya
Rabha, is held annually
at Badungduppa
Kalakendra at Rampur
in the midst of a planta-
tion of Sal trees under
natural settings.

The plays to be staged
this year are “Rishi
Jolongka” in Rabha
language from
Goalpara, “Alor Gaan”
in Bengali, “My Sweet
Rotten Heritance” in

English from Sri
Lanka, “Atho Hidimba
Kotha” in Bengali from
West Bengal,
E r e n d i r a ’ s
“Metamorphosis” in
Assamese from
Guwahati, “Jhalkari”
in Hindi from Mumbai
and “Pancho No Vesh”
in Gujarati/Hindi from
A h m e d a b a d ,
B a d u n g d u p p a
Kalakendra’s manag-
ing director Madan
Rabha said on
Thursday.

‘’We are excited to
present the next edition
of the festival. The love
and affection given to
us by theatre lovers
have made us believe
that we can continue
presenting some of the
best plays in the lap of
nature’’, he said.

Rabha, who died in
2018, had started the
theatre festival in 2008
to spread the message
of co-existing with na-
ture and establishing a
symbiotic relationship
with it. The open-air
theatre festival had
earned international
recognition as no artifi-
cial devices, not even a
microphone to enhance
the voice of the actors,
were used with the or-
ganisers using only
bamboo and straw to
build the stage and the
sitting arrangements
for the spectators.

Theatre groups from
South Korea, Brazil,
Poland and neighbour-
ing Bangladesh had
also participated in
some of the previous
editions.

People helped AAP make dent in
BJP’s Gujarat fortress: Kejriwal

New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

AAP national convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday thanked the peo-
ple of Gujarat for helping
his party breach the BJP’s
Gujarat “fortress”, and
hoped to win the state in
next assembly elections.

In a video message,
Kejriwal said though the
AAP has not won many
seats in Gujarat the votes it
got helped it attain the na-
tional party status.

“I am thankful to the peo-
ple of Gujarat for helping us
attain the status of national
party. Very few parties
enjoy the status and now we
are one of them. Ours is
only a 10-year-old party,” he
said.

New entrant Aam Aadmi
party (AAP) has won four
Assembly seats so far and
was leading on one in

Gujarat where the BJP is
headed for a landslide victo-
ry. Gujarat is considered a
BJP “fortress” and the peo-
ple of the state has helped
the AAP make a dent in it,
he said. “Hopefully, next
time we will be able to 
win it.”

Kejriwal also said that
during the campaigning,
his party and leaders never
indulged in mudslinging or
abusive politics.

They only spoke about
positive things and the work
done by the party in Delhi
and Punjab where the AAP
is in power, he added.

MCD authorities to seek date from LG to
convene municipal House as polls are over
New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Authorities in the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi are likely to soon ap-
proach the Lieutenant
Governor to seek a date on
which the civic House can
be convened so that council-
lors can take oath and a
mayor be elected.

This will be the first mu-
nicipal House consisting of
250 councillors who have
been just elected after the
high-stakes civic polls held
on December 4. The House
will be convened at the Civic
Centre, the headquarters of
the MCD Minto Road in the
heart of the city.

A senior MCD official
said, “The elections are over
and now MCD will approach
the LG, seeking a date on
which the municipal House

can be convened so that the
councillors can take oath,
and then a mayor be elect-
ed.”

According to the DMC
Act 1957, “The Corporation
shall at its first meeting in
each year elect one of its
members to be the
Chairperson to be known as
the Mayor and another
member to be the Deputy
Mayor of the Corporation.”

Section 3 of the Act talks
about the “establishment of
the Corporation”, and in the
2022 amendment brought in
by the government, this sec-
tion has remained un-
changed, the official said.

A constitutional expert
and a former State Election
Commissioner conjectured
that if a mayoral poll is held
late December or so, the
cycle of mayoral election

could be changed, which till
2012 was being held around
April time.

Some experts also said
that a more clear picture
will emerge once the official
process progresses further.

Poll authorities had earli-
er said the entire process of
the election will be complet-
ed on December 15.

Experts and election
watchers have said the may-
oral poll will have to be held
soon after the poll process
ends. In a closer-than-ex-
pected contest, the BJP,
which bucked the trend pre-
dicted by exit polls, put up a
spirited fight, winning 104
municipal wards, while the
Congress managed to win
just nine seats, down from 30
in the previous civic poll.
Three independents also
won.

HUNGER STRIKE

Students of Kolkata Medical College and Hospital during a hunger strike demanding
the student council elections, in Kolkata, Thursday.

BRIEF

Illicit liquor 
 Alibag: The

Maharashtra excise
department has taken
action against 1,599
persons in Raigad dis-
trict for producing il-
licit liquor between
January and October
this year, an official
said on Thursday. In
574 cases, the accused
are as yet untraceable,
he added. “We have ar-
rested 1,087 persons in
these cases and seized
raw material worth Rs
3.12 crore. Forest and
coastal stretches in
the district are being
used to produce illicit
liquor. Raids are rou-
tinely carried out in
these areas to curb the
menace,” he said.

Krishna idol 
 Chennai: A dancing

Krishna idol, stolen in
1966 from Sri Ekantha
Ramaswamy temple,
in Tamil Nadu’s
Rameswaram, was
traced to the
Indianapolis Museum
of Art, USA, during
an investigation, the
state Idol Wing CID
said on Thursday.
While investigating a
complaint from the ex-
ecutive officer, Hindu
Religious and
Charitable
Endowments depart-
ment, pertaining to
the dancing Krishna
idol, the team under
Additional
Superintendent of
Police G
Balamurugan found
that six idols were to-
tally stolen from the
temple and these in-
cluded the idols of
Krishna alias
Kendarva Krishna
(dancing posture),
Vishnu (two idols),
Sridevi and Bhoodevi
(two).

Eight  injured 
 Kolkata: Eight peo-

ple, including a civic
volunteer and a police-
man, were on
Thursday severely in-
jured after being hit
by a speeding car in
Chingrighata area in
the eastern part of
Kolkata, police said.
The accident occurred
around 1 pm when the
“overspeeding” four-
wheeler first hit a
civic police volunteer
and then a traffic po-
lice officer before ram-
ming into a four-
wheeler, a scooter and
a bicycle, a senior offi-
cer said. The car was
coming from Nicco
Park in Salt Lake. “We
have seized the vehi-
cle. The driver has
been detained and
taken to Pragati
Maidan Police Station
for questioning.

Man held 
 Mumbai: Mumbai

Police have seized 100
grams of the banned
drug mephedrone
worth Rs 20 lakh
from a 26-year-old
man in the city’s
Dharavi area, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.
The accused had at
least five criminal
cases of vehicles and
mobile phone theft
registered against
him, he said. Officials
of the police’s Anti-
Narcotics Cell appre-
hended the man on
Wednesday night
when he was roam-
ing in a suspicious
manner near the
Sion-Bandra Link
Road, the official
said.

Students pay tribute to
late chief of defense staff
General Bipin Rawat on his
first death anniversary, in
Dehradun, Thursday.

Fishing boats anchored at the sea-shore ahead of the 
landfall of cyclonic storm Mandous, in Chennai, Thursday.



CHRISTMAS PREPARATION

Divers perform during an event to promote the upcoming Christmas festival at the Aqua Planet 63 aquarium in

Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 8. Christmas is one of the biggest holidays celebrated in South Korea. 
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Archers Post (Kenya), Dec
08 (AP): In Kenya’s swelter-
ing northern Samburu
county, a destructive
drought exacerbated by cli-
mate change is wreaking
havoc on people and
wildlife. After four consecu-
tive years of failed rains
causing some of the worst
conditions in 40 years, wild
animals have become com-
monplace in the county’s
villages as they search for
food. Many don’t survive,
providing herders an unfor-
tunate lifeline as they cut
chunks of meat from their
carcasses. “I have suffered
from hunger for a long
time,” said 37-year-old
Samburu resident Frank
Aule. “If I run into such a
carcass I would not think
twice about eating it as I
have to eat to survive.”
Kenyan authorities count
that the drought has killed
over 200 elephants, nearly
400 common zebras and
more than 500 wildebeests
among several other species
in the past nine months.

Many of those that sur-
vive are starving, weak
and frequently coming
into contact with people.
How to better protect frag-
ile ecosystems from a
warming climate, includ-
ing Kenya’s savannah
grasslands, will form part
of discussions at this
week’s United Nations bio-
diversity conference
known as COP15 in
Montreal in Canada.

Officials talk biodiversity as
drought stunts Kenya wildlife

Islamabad, Dec 08 (AP):

The Taliban authorities
on Wednesday executed an
Afghan convicted of killing
another man, the first public
execution since the former
insurgents took over
Afghanistan last year, a
spokesman said.

The announcement un-
derscored the intentions by
Afghanistan’s new rulers to
continue hard-line policies
implemented since they took
over the country in August
2021 and to stick to their in-
terpretation of Islamic law,
or Sharia.

The execution, carried out
with an assault rifle by the
victim’s father, took place in
western Farah province be-
fore hundreds of spectators
and many top Taliban offi-
cials, according to
Zabihullah Mujahid, the top
Taliban government
spokesman. Some officials
came from the capital Kabul.
The decision to carry out the
punishment was “made very
carefully,” Mujahid said, fol-
lowing approval by three of
the country’s highest courts
and the Taliban supreme
leader, Mullah Haibatullah
Akhundzada. The executed

man, identified as Tajmir
from Herat province, was
convicted of killing another
man five years ago and steal-
ing his motorcycle and mo-
bile phone. The victim was
identified as Mustafa from
neighbouring Farah
province. Many Afghan men
use only one name. Taliban
security forces had arrested
Tajmir after the victim’s
family accused him of the
crime, said a statement from
Mujahid, the spokesman.
The statement did not say
when the arrest took place
but said Tajmir had purport-
edly confessed to the killing.

Mujahid added that Tajmir
was shot three times by the
victim’s father Wednesday
with an assault rifle. During
the previous Taliban rule of
the country in the late 1990s,
the group carried out public
executions, floggings and
stoning of those convicted of
crimes in Taliban courts.

After they overran
Afghanistan in 2021, in the
final weeks of the US and
NATO forces’ pullout from
the country after 20 years of
war, the Taliban had initial-
ly promised to allow for
women’s and minority
rights.

Taliban carry out 1st public execution since Afghan takeover

Ramallah, Dec 08 (AP):

Israeli forces killed
three Palestinians during
an early Thursday raid in
the occupied West Bank,
the Palestinian Health
Ministry said, the latest vi-
olence to shake the region
after months of unrest.

The Israeli military said
it was carrying out an ar-
rest raid in the flashpoint
city of Jenin in the north-
ern West Bank when
forces came under fire and
then responded with live
fire.

Jenin, and its adjacent
refugee camp, are a strong-
hold for Palestinian mili-
tants and Israel has
stepped up raids there in
recent months.

The official Palestinian
news agency Wafa report-
ed that “confrontations
and violent clashes” erupt-
ed between residents of
Jenin and the Israeli
forces. The Palestinian
Health Ministry did not

disclose the men’s identity,
and it was not immediate-
ly clear if they were affili-
ated with a militant group.

Old photos circulating
on social media showed
two of the three
Palestinians who were

killed posing with rifles.
Palestinian media also
shared footage showing an
ambulance hit by Israeli
gunshots in Jenin.

Palestinian factions in
the city called for a general
strike to mourn the dead
and show solidarity with
their families.

On Wednesday, Israeli
soldiers shot and killed a
Palestinian militant who
opened fire at them near
the West Bank settlement
of Ofra.

More than 140
Palestinians have been
killed in Israeli-
Palestinian fighting in the
West Bank and east
Jerusalem this year, mak-
ing 2022 the deadliest year
since 2006.

Palestinians: Israeli army kills 3 in West Bank raid

Dubai, Dec 08 (AP):

Iran said on Thursday
it executed a prisoner con-
victed for a crime alleged-
ly committed during the
country’s ongoing nation-
wide protests, the first
such death penalty car-
ried out by Tehran.

The execution comes as
other detainees also face
possible death penalty for
their involvement in the
protests, which began
first as an outcry against
Iran’s morality police and
have expanded into one of
the most serious chal-
lenges to Iran’s theocracy

since its 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Activists warn others
could be put to death as
well soon since activists
say at least a dozen people
so far have received death
sentences over their in-
volvement in the demon-
strations. The “execution

of #MohsenShekari must
be me with STRONG reac-
tions otherwise we will be
facing daily executions of
protesters,” wrote
Mahmood Amiry-
Moghaddam, the director
of the Oslo-based activist
group Iran Human
Rights.

Iran executes first known prisoner arrested in protests

Kyiv, Dec 08 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin acknowl-
edged  that his “special mili-
tary operation” in Ukraine
is taking longer than expect-
ed but hailed the seizure of
his neighbor’s territory as a
major achievement and said
his country’s nuclear
weapons are deterring esca-
lation of the conflict.

“Of course, it could be a
lengthy process,” Putin said
of the more than 9-month-
old war that began with
Russia’s invasion Feb. 24
and has displaced millions
from their homes, and
killed and wounded tens of
thousands. Despite its
length, he showed no signs
of letting up, vowing to
“consistently fight for our
interests” and “protect our-
selves using all means avail-
able.”

Speaking in a televised
meeting in Russia with
members of his Human

Rights Council, Putin de-
scribed the land gains as “a
significant result for
Russia,” noting that the
“Sea of Azov has become
Russia’s internal sea.” In
one of his frequent historic
references to a Russian
leader he admires, he added
that “Peter the Great fought
to get access” to that body of
water.

After failing to take Kyiv
due to fierce Ukrainian re-

sistance, Russia seized
broad swaths of southern
Ukraine at the start of the
invasion and captured the
key Sea of Azov port of
Mariupol in May after a
nearly three-month siege.
In September, Putin ille-
gally annexed four regions
of Ukraine even though
his forces didn’t complete-
ly control them: Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia in the
south, and Donetsk and

Luhansk in the east. In 2014,
he had illegally annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula.

In response to an increas-
ing influx of advanced
Western weapons, econom-
ic, political and humanitari-
an aid to Kyiv and what he
saw as inflammatory state-
ments by Western leaders,
Putin has periodically hint-
ed at his potential use of nu-
clear weapons. When a
member of the Human
Rights Council asked him
Wednesday to pledge that
Russia would not be the first
to use such weapons, Putin
demurred. He said Russia
would not be able to use nu-
clear weapons at all if it
agreed not to use them first

and then came under a nu-
clear strike.

“If it doesn’t use it first
under any circumstances, it
means that it won’t be the
second to use it either, be-
cause the possibility of
using it in case of a nuclear
strike on our territory will
be sharply limited,” he said.

Putin, who has repeated-
ly said Russia was ready to
use “all available means” to
protect its territory, includ-
ing the illegally annexed
areas of Ukraine, rejected
Western criticism that
those statements amounted
to nuclear saber-rattling. He
claimed they were “not a
factor provoking an escala-
tion of conflicts, but a factor
of deterrence.”

Ukraine fight is taking longer than expected: Putin 
Colombo, Dec 08 (PTI):

India on Thursday said it
will continue to be a “stead-
fast friend” of Sri Lanka
and is committed to
strengthening the bilateral
economic partnership for
mutual benefit, as it
thanked President Ranil
Wickremesinghe for hold-
ing “successful” talks on
debt restructuring.

Wickremesinghe during
the inaugural session of the
Sri Lanka Economic
Summit 2022 on Monday
said that it held “success-
ful” talks with India on debt
restructuring and will also
begin discussions with
China, as the island nation
scrambles to get assurances
from major bilateral credi-
tors to close a crucial deal
with the IMF.

Sri Lanka, which is try-
ing to secure a USD 2.9 bil-
lion bridge loan from the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF), is also looking
at financial assurances
from its major creditors —
China, Japan and India —
which is the requisite for
Colombo to get the bailout
package. Replying to
Wickremesinghe’s tweet on
holding the “successful”
talks on debt restructuring,
the Indian High
Commission here tweeted,
“Thank you H.E President
@RW_UNP. #India will con-
tinue to be a steadfast
friend of #SriLanka and
stand by our brethren. We
are committed to strength-
ening the bilateral econom-
ic partnership for mutual
benefit.”

Sri Lanka has large debt
rollover volumes (Gross
Financing Need) running
up to 37 per cent of GDP in
2022, which the IMF wants
to bring down. The exact
GFN target is not known,

but other countries under
restructuring have levels
around 15 per cent, and
some less, the
EconomyNext reported.
China, however, continues
to be ambivalent about its
stand on loans to Sri Lanka
as it is set for talks with the
IMF for debt restructuring
of several recipient coun-
tries of Chinese finances,
which are defaulting on
their external debt.

Sri Lanka, which went
bankrupt earlier this year,
had announced a default on
over USD 51 billion in for-
eign loans, including that of
China.

China has also an-
nounced assistance of 500
million RMB (about USD 74
million) for the supply of
essential goods, but it re-
mained silent about former
Lanka president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s request to defer
the loan repayment.

Will continue to be ‘steadfast
friend’ of Sri Lanka: India

Dubai, Dec 08 (AP):

Chinese leader Xi
Jinping met on Thursday
with Saudi Arabia’s king
and the crown prince
while on a visit to the king-
dom, solidifying ties with
a region crucial to his
country’s energy supplies
as sanctions intensify on
Russia over its war on

Ukraine.
Xi arrived at Al

Yamama Palace in Riyadh
and was greeted by Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the king’s as-
sertive son who stands
ready to rule the oil-rich
kingdom in the decades to
come.

Xi shook hands with the
prince as an honour guard

on horseback carried
Saudi and Chinese flags.

It wasn’t immediately
clear what the two focused
on in their discussions,
though Xi in a newspaper
column published by Al
Riyadh newspaper said
“exchanges between
China and Arab states
date back more than 2,000
years.”

The column also quoted
a saying by Islam’s
Prophet Muhammad:
“Seek knowledge even if
you have to go as far as
China.”

“The Arab people value
independence, oppose ex-
ternal interference, stand
up to power politics and
high-handedness, and al-
ways seek to make
progress,” Xi’s column
read.

He also noted that the
Gulf Cooperation Council
countries, which include
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates,
serve as “an energy tank
for world economy.”

China, the world’s
largest crude oil importer,
relies heavily on Saudi oil,
paying tens of billions of
dollars annually to the
kingdom.

Gulf Arab states are try-
ing to re-calibrate their
foreign policy as the
United States turns its at-
tention elsewhere in the
world. Russia’s war on
Ukraine and the West’s
hardening stance on
Moscow has also left the
Arab countries wanting to
cement ties with China.

China’s Xi at Saudi palace to
meet royals on Mideast trip

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, listens to the Chinese national anthem next to Saudi
Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
Thursday, Dec. 8.

V alues are beliefs that are root-
ed in usefulness or impor-

tance to the holder, "or" reflect prin-
ciples, standards, or qualities that are
meaningful or desirable. Values con-
stitute an important feature of the
self-concept and serve as superviso-
ry principles for the individual.
Human life was very simple in the
school era. In that era, knowledge did
not grow as much as it has today. The
reason for this is that in that era
human needs were limited and they
were fulfilled through family and
other informal means. But due to the
increase in population and multiplici-
ty of necessities of life, the form of
culture gradually became so complex
that it became difficult to impart its
complete knowledge to the child
through family and other informal
means. Here the parents also started
getting trapped in the affair of earn-
ing a living. They neither had enough
time to educate the children nor
were they educated enough to teach
them the complete knowledge of the
language, geography, history, sociol-
ogy, economics, anatomy, and scien-
tific research.

Therefore, the need for such a reg-
ular organization began to be felt,
which could preserve social and cul-
tural property and develop it and
transfer it to future generations. With
this vision, the school was born. It is
to be noted that initially, only the
upper-class people took advantage
of the schools. The establishment of
schools for the masses is only a gift
of the modern age. As the democrat-
ic outlook developed, the form of the
schools also changed. India has been
a religious country since ancient

times. But in the beginning, ideal reli-
gion was seen in our country, in
which there was no place for super-
stitions and superstitions. That's why
the development of Indian society
was also taking place according to
healthy tradition. But with the arrival
of foreigners, gradually the evils
started entering the social and reli-
gious sphere and by the time British
rule was established in India, these
evils had reached their peak. After
the establishment of British rule, the
Hindu religion became a victim of
many evils, which also affected soci-
ety. The darkness of superstition and
conservatism enveloped the whole
country. Sati-practice, child mar-
riage, polygamy, caste system, child
murder, etc. many evils have spread
in society.

To end these evils, an organized
religion and social reform movement
started. Meanwhile, a social and reli-
gious reformer appeared on the
stage of India, and he gave a compre-
hensive form to this movement.
Among the social reformers, Raja
Rammohan Roy, Swami Dayanand
Saraswati, Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, etc. are prominent.
There were many reasons behind the
religion and social reform movement,
such as the influence of European
civilization, the rise of the new mid-
dle class, social mobility, the influ-
ence of reformers, etc. The British
government also cooperated with the
Indian reformers in removing these
evils. As a result of which our society
became completely free from super-
stitions and evil practices. Religion
today has taken a very institutional-
ized form. 'Religion is a system of sa-

cred belief and practices both in tan-
gible and intangible forms. Religion
can play the dual role of an ideology
as well as an institution. Religion
plays an important role in giving cul-
tural identity to an individual.
Religion helps in creating a moral
framework and is also a regulator of
values in daily life. This particular ap-
proach helps in the character build-
ing of an individual. In other words,
religion acts as an agency of social-
ization. Thus, religion helps in build-
ing up values like love, sympathy, re-
spect, and harmony.

Some religious institutions are
useful in providing a forum or forum
for the modern mind to share a
"righteous" value system through
discourses and publications. It helps
society to collectively develop, share
and practice the right value system.
This in turn helps in the upliftment
and improvement of society and es-
sentially in the efforts of character
and nation-building. All religions
command a person to do good deeds,
to care for others, and to do what is
right or moral. We have a long tradi-
tion where individuals and industries
in India encourage "caring for socie-
ty" as much as creating wealth for
the future expansion of the business
and economy. It has assumed various
forms such as the construction and
development of schools and colleges,
hospitals as well as various religious
and charitable institutions, which
support a variety of religious and
welfare activities on an ongoing
basis. Each religion promotes its phi-
losophy and its essence has always
been the welfare and welfare of the
people. For example, in Sanatana

Dharma, there are thoughts like
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the whole
world is one family), and Save
Sukhinah Bhavantu (let everyone be
happy) which nurture and develop
love and compassion in society.

Education is linked to values in its
aims, curriculum, and methods. It is
through education that society seeks
to preserve and promote its nurtur-
ing values. Whatever is learned and
imbibed will determine how the stu-
dents will lead their lives in the fu-
ture. Educational institutions provide
a structured environment where chil-
dren learn the values of cooperation,
hard work, punctuality, commitment,
honesty, sharing, caring, fairness,
helping, independence, responsibili-
ty, humility, and pride needed to be
inculcated in a child. Lessons of hon-
esty, social justice, and sensitizing
children with empathy towards the
weaker sections of society. To incul-
cate gender equality, respect for eld-
ers, truthfulness, tolerance, peace,
love for nature and mankind, positive
attitude, spirituality, nationalist sen-
timents, patriotism, discipline, and
many universal human values like
truth, righteous conduct, peace, love,
and Ahimsa practitioners are con-
cerned with the physical, intellectual,
emotional psyche and spiritual as-
pects of human personality. These
are directly influenced by schools
and religious institutions. There is a
need and urgency to reinforce these
values for a better and more humane
society.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  sscchhoollaarr,,  ppooeett,,
ffrreeeellaannccee  jjoouurrnnaalliisstt  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt,,
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Plastic waste 
in space getting 

recycled
Plastic waste is an ongoing

problem not only on Earth but in
space also. A team of scientists
in renowned organisations is
now testing a novel way to con-
vert discarded plastic in space
into useful material. For exam-
ple NASA is  experimenting with
space management in space
through the reactor project. The
system will subject waste mate-
rial from space to high tempera-
tures to convert it into usable
material. As part of the waste to
base materials program, a team
of scientists recently built reac-
tors that successfully converted
space debris into useful gas. In
another example, Scientists at
the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory are also developing a
machine that turns plastic into a
material usable in space itself.In
this experiment the PETase en-
zyme breaks down Poly
Ethylene Terephthalate (PET)
plastic into its basic components
of terephthalic acid, (which initi-
ates the entire process of recy-
cling PET in space). The acid is
then fed to bacteria, which con-
vert it into another compound
that can be used to make useful
nylon. Scientists have already
launched a soup of bacteria and
enzymes into space as part of an
autonomous system designed to
convert plastic waste into us-
able material. The most promis-
ing aspect of the latest  experi-
ment is that it works completely
autonomously, allowing 

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Rope in NGOs
It is appalling to see mal-

nourished or famished children
sleeping empty stomach not
only in remote or tribal pockets,
but also in urban areas. The up-
coming Union Budget should
introduce some mechanism to
provide food at village and
street level. Philanthropists,
NGOs, temples, gurdwaras and
big business houses can be
roped in for the purpose.
Media, both print and electron-
ic, can appeal and collect con-
tributions from the public to fi-
nance the local administration.
The task is gigantic, but where
there is a will, there is a way.

LLaalliitt  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

Provide work, 
not ration

The apex court’s direction to
the Centre is appreciable. The
government is reportedly pro-
viding free ration to around 80
crore poor people. There has
been a steep rise in poverty
over the past few years, per-
haps due to the absence of
poverty alleviation scheme.
This year, India ranked 107 out
of 121 countries on the Global
Hunger Index against the 55th
position in 2014. How long the
government will provide free
ration to a sizeable portion of
the population by draining our
resources? Instead of giving
free ration to the poor, the gov-
ernment should provide them
some productive work, en-
abling them to earn their liveli-
hood.

RRoooopp  SSiinngghh  NNeeggii,,  SSoollaann
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A lioness with her cubs inside an enclosure, at Gandhi Zoological Park in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, Thursday, Dec. 8.

LIONESS WITH HER CUBS

G ujarat is with BJP with a margin never seen before.
Himachal Pradesh has, once again, gone back to the

Congress. That's the summary of what happened on Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh Result Day 2022. The Bharatiya Janata
Party beat expectations and records while the Indian
National Congress ensured a recent historic trend as count-
ing drew to a close on yet another election counting day.
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh were the two states that went
to the polls in this round of assembly elections, the results of
which were declared Thursday, December 8. In Gujarat, the
BJP dominated beyond the expectations of all pollsters. The
party, which has controlled the state for 27 years now, was
on course to win more than 155 of the assembly's 182 seats.
The BJP was on course to surpass its previous best showing
of 127 seats in 2002 when Modi was the chief minister. The
Congress holds the all-time record of 149 seats that it had
won in 1985 under the leadership of Madhavsinh Solanki.
Though the opposition in Gujarat took on the Modi govern-
ment over rising inflation, slowing growth and joblessness,
the economic troubles apparently did not dent the BJP's pop-
ularity in Gujarat that has been a bastion of the party for
decades and where Modi was chief minister from 2001 to
2014.  Pulverised by the BJP, the Congress and the AAP ini-
tially seemed to be locked in a battle to grab the status of the
main opposition party in the state with the grand old party
having an edge. With a vote share of nearly 13 per cent, the
AAP was ahead in five seats. It also appeared to have played
spoilsport for the Congress which mustered a vote share of
about 27 per cent. While the Congress was not expected to
replicate its creditable performance of the last Assembly
elections in 2017, a good showing by the AAP could have
helped its supremo and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
cement his place as a key challenger to Prime Minister Modi
in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. But the Congress wrested
Himachal Pradesh from the Bharatiya Janata Party as it
crossed the majority mark of 35 seats in the 68-member as-
sembly in the hill state which maintained its tradition of not
voting any incumbent government to power since 1985. Aam
Aadmi Party, which had contested on 67 seats, failed to open
its account.  Himachal Pradesh has not voted any incumbent
government to power since 1985. The BJP and the Congress
contested on all 68 constituencies, while the AAP fielded can-
didates on 67 seats, the Bahujan Samaj Party on 53 and the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) on 11 seats. In 2017, the
BJP won 44 seats, the Congress 21 and the CPIM gained one.
Two Independent candidates, too, had won.

Dr. Krishnakumar Vepakomma

I
t is well known that healthcare ranks among the top
sectors in India in terms of both employment and in-

come.According to a survey published by CloudSEK, an ar-
tificial intelligence startup that deals with cyber risks,
India placed second among all nations in terms of cyber at-
tacks on healthcare systems in 2021.7.7% of all cyberat-
tacks on healthcare systems last year originated in India.
In comparison to the same period in 2021, cyberattacks on
the healthcare sector increased by 95.35 percent globally
in the first four months of this year.Over seven million
cyber attacks were recorded on the Indian healthcare sec-
tor, including vaccine makers and hospitals, between
October 1 and November 25, according to a report by the
CyberPeace Foundation.Since many view healthcare or-
ganizations as easy targets, cybercriminals are continu-
ously looking for ways to acquire health data. Data gath-
ered from these organizations is highly valuable on the
dark web. The healthcare industry is one of the main tar-
gets of data breaches, with 45 million people worldwide
being impacted by the most incidents last year. The
Internet of Things (IoT), remote health monitoring, elec-
tronic health records, and other technological improve-
ments in the healthcare industry, according to the reports,
have given cybercriminals a target for their attacks
on.There are many different kinds of cyberattacks, includ-
ing phishing, man-in-the-middle (MitM) attacks, malware
(including ransomware, spyware, worms, viruses, and
Trojan horses), and others.According to the National
Security Council Secretariat's (NSCS) cyber security divi-
sion, ransomware writers and cyber attackers frequently
target the health sector.Large pharmaceutical companies
like Dr. Reddy's Laboratories and Lupin reported a number
of data breaches that compromised multiple internal IT
systems and exposed a large number of patients' private
information in the previous year.One of India's major med-
ical schools, the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Delhi, was the target of the most recent hack on
November 23. Although India has been paying more atten-
tion to cyber security, Indian security managers should be
extremely concerned about the rising number of assaults
against India.Healthcare organizations must therefore pri-
oritize protecting their data by increasing their investment
in technological innovation and implementing all-encom-
passing cybersecurity measures in order to overcome
these problems. India has developed a plan to update its
current cyber security strategy with a focus on issues like
social media, protecting sensitive data, and the need for
new legislation in response to the evolving nature of cyber
threats and conflict. Modernizing IT infrastructure is es-
sential, according to experts, since it will enable a strong
cybersecurity programme that can either prevent an at-
tack or at the very least speed up its discovery, contain-
ment, and repair, in the event that it does happen.

Cyber attacks on the 
healthcare sector

Modi’s, more vibrant, Gujarat

Role of schools and religious institutions 
in upliftment of society

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit 

P ramukh Swami
Maharaj - the great

saint dedicated his entire life
for his cause had worked tire-
lessly to nurture BAPS
Swaminarayan Sanstha by
serving others without any
expectations. He had no de-
sire for credit or recognition
because in his heart was the
feeling of servitude. The cen-
tenary festival of
Brahmaswarup Pramukh
Swami Maharaj, who had
lived his entire life by his
words will be celebrated from
December 15, 2022 to January
15, 2023 in Ahmedabad. Lakhs
of followers of the
Bochasanwasi Akshar
Purushottam Swaminarayan
Sanstha (BAPS) from differ-
ent countries are expected to
attend the month-long
‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj

Shatabdi Mahotsav’ or
‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Centenary Festival’—the
grand finale of the centenary
events that is being hosted on
a 600-acre site called
‘Pramukh Swami Nagar’
along the Sardar Patel Ring
Road near Ognaj Circle on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad. The
BAPS is a spiritual, volunteer-
driven organization dedicated
to improving society through
individual growth by foster-
ing the Hindu ideals of faith,
unity, and selfless service. Its
worldwide network of 3,800
centers supports these char-
acter-building activities.

Pramukh Swami Maharaj
was the spiritual guru of the
sect. He was born on
December 7, 1921, became chief
of the sect in 1950 and died on
August 13, 2016. In childhood,
the guru got  the name
Pramukh Swami, which

means president saint.
Maharaj means king. He was
formally ordained a saint at 18,
renouncing worldly pursuits,
and became president of the
sect in 1950. He was made spiri-
tual head of the sect in 1971,
becoming the fifth man to hold
the title. He was also the driv-
ing force behind monthlong
BAPS festivals held across the
United States, events that
helped recruit new devotees.
People from all walks of life
will visit and offer their heart-
felt tributes to Pramukh
Swami Maharaj and gain in-
spiration from the fascinating
presentations, displays and
programmes about his univer-
sal life, works and messages.
The BAPS spiritual leader al-
ways gave enlightenment,
guidance, and wisdom to the
many entrusted to his care and
administered abundantly to
the spiritual and corporal

needs of all.
His was the simple life of a

celibate, ignoring fame and
recognition. His greatness lay
in his ability to relate to the
common man. He understood
the problems people face in
their everyday lives and em-
pathized with their pain. His
success was not measured by
the awards he received nor by
the recognition he accumulat-
ed. Rather, it is measured by
the number of lives he trans-
formed. A 30-feet high statue of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj on
a 15-feet high pedestal is encir-
cled by 24 recesses, with depic-
tions of his life and work, it
said. Other key attractions in-
clude a 67-feet high massive
replica of New Delhi's
Swaminarayan Akshardham,
an open-air theatre, children's
cultural land or Bal Nagri
spread over 17 acres and a
glow garden.

He was named as one of the
20 most influential people in the
world by Guinness World
Records in 2000. Pramukh
Swami Maharaj has also been
recognized by the British
Parliament, Canadian
Parliament, and the United
Nations for his work in promot-
ing religious harmony and giv-
ing back to local communities.
He inspired religious activities
in BAPS mandirs and satsang
centers throughout the world in
addition to the Swaminarayan
Akshardhams in New Delhi
and Gandhinagar. Swami in-
spired millions with his power-
ful motto: In the good of others
lies our own. There is no
doubt that this legacy of his
selfless service will continue
to benefit humanity for a long
time to come and the deeds of
Pramukh Swami would set
an example in the history of
this time.

Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s  words convey 
the wisdom of eternal truth 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH Some religious institutions are useful in providing a forum for the mod-

ern mind to share a "righteous" value system through discourses and publi-

cations. It helps society to collectively develop, share and practice the right

value system. This in turn helps in the upliftment and improvement of soci-

ety and essentially in the efforts of character and nation-building. All reli-

gions command a person to do good deeds, to care for others, and to do what

is right or moral. We have a long tradition where individuals and industries

in India encourage "caring for society" as much as creating wealth for the

future expansion of the business and economy.
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BRIEF

Urbanisation

New Delhi: NITI
Aayog CEO
Parameswaran Iyer
on Thursday said that
urbanisation is going
to be the key as 50 per
cent of India's popula-
tion will live in urban
areas by 2047.
Addressing an event
organised by industry
body FICCI, Iyer said
many states have
done wonderful work
in solid waste man-
agement.
"Urbanisation is
going to be the key. By
2047, 50 per cent of the
population will live in
urban areas, if you
don't have basic serv-
ices in urban areas,
then it is going to be a
big challenge," he
noted. He said the cir-
cular economy is now
also becoming in-
creasingly important.

GST tribunal 
Gurugram: A GST
tribunal will be set
up in Haryana by
March next year for
the convenience of
tax payers and
lawyers in the state,
Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
said. For this, a rec-
ommendation has
been made to the GST
Council, the chief
minister said, adding
that two Joint ETC
Range Appeal Offices
would be opened at
Hisar and Gurugram
to resolve GST relat-
ed issues. The chief
minister was ad-
dressing as the chief
guest at the one-day
'Kar Samvad' pro-
gramme organised
for the first time in
the state by the
Excise and Taxation
Department,
Haryana in collabo-
ration with Haryana
Tax Bar Associations
at Gurugram. Deputy
Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala
also participated in
the programme as a
special guest.

Appointment

New Delhi: Hinduja
group flagship
Ashok Leyland on
Thursday said it has
appointed Shenu
Agarwal as MD and
CEO of the company
with immediate ef-
fect. Agarwal will
drive the technology
development,
growth, and future
strategy for the com-
pany towards achiev-
ing its vision to be
among the top ten
commercial vehicle
players globally, the
Chennai-based com-
mercial vehicle
maker said in a state-
ment. He joins the
company from
Escorts Kubota,
where he was desig-
nated as president.
"Agarwal has a
proven track record
as a leader from a
business conglomer-
ate and is an all-
rounder, having
worked in different
capacities in many
disciplines.

TRADE EXPO

People shop for decorative lights from Turkey during the Punjab International Trade
Expo (PITEX), in Amritsar, Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022. Traders from countries like
Thailand, Afghanistan, Turkey and Pakistan are taking part in the PITEX.

New Delhi, Dec 08:  

The government has
chalked out a plan along
with all stakeholders to
ease congestion at coun-
try's airports, which have
been witnessing heavy
traffic in recent days, and
the results will soon be vis-
ible, Civil Aviation
Ministry Jyotiraditya
Scindia said on Thursday.
Scindia also said in the
Lok Sabha that the in-
crease in traffic is due to
the "resurgence of traffic"
and also partly because of
the "democratisation of
civil aviation" and expan-
sion of the network across
the country. "I have had a

detailed meeting yester-
day not only with airport
operators but with the im-
migration, the CISF and
others.

I told them that we must
have a planning for peak
hour departures and ar-
rivals. Not on the basis of
an airport's capabilities of
take off and landing. On
the basis of our peak hour
traffic, we can manage our
departures and arrivals,"

he said during the
Question Hour. Scindia
said there is a great degree
of volatility in India's air-
ports graph which have to
be smoothen up -- very
similar to the winter
schedules being prepared
by the airports to handle
fog.

"I have requested the
airport operators to do the
peak hour planning.
Today, that process is on. I
am quite sure that we will
be able to manage our air-
ports traffic soon," he said.
Referring to the US and
Europe, where resurgence
of traffic was witnessed
too, the minister said there
was "mayhem" at the air-
ports of the US and
Europe where baggages
were lost. "Our airports
have done yeoman job.

That process is on. With
the new planning we will
be able to smoothen up the
process and I am very con-
fident about that," he said.
Scindia said civil aviation
was one of the most affect-
ed sectors during the
COVID-19 pandemic when
all the planes were
grounded. Pre-Covid, he
said, the highest number
of passengers in India's
history was 4.07 lakh on a
single day in 2019 and the
number was breached
three days ago when 4.13
lakh passengers travelled
by air on a single day.
"This speaks a lot about
this government's, and the
Prime Minister's priority --
democratisation of civil
aviation, increasing the
breadth as well as depth in
civil aviation," he said.

Govt plans to ease congestion
at airports: Scindia

̈ Results will 
soon be visible

New Delhi, Dec 08:  

A day after the RBI
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director
Uday Kotak on Thursday
said the central bank may
go for one more rate hike
to bring inflation below its
upper tolerance level of 6
per cent. Yesterday, the
RBI indicated that it wants
inflation to be within the
band first and then move
towards the target of 4 per
cent, Kotak said at the CII
Global Economic Policy
Summit 2022. "My sense is
that there could be one
more rate hike and that
may be the time for think-
ing about a pivot, but we

got to watch very closely
the data, and maybe
around 6.5 per cent as it
looks today, subject to
what happens to the world,
subject to what happens to
oil, subject to what hap-
pens to many other
things," he said. Kotak fur-
ther said the US Federal
Reserve's decision on in-
terest rates this month

will be a signal for other
central banks. "I think that
is going to be a very cru-
cial signal about what is
the interest rate trajectory
in the largest market and
the largest pool of money
in the world, which is the
US," he said. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
Wednesday hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points
to 6.25 per cent, the fifth
straight increase since
May. In all, the RBI has
raised the benchmark rate
by 2.25 per cent since May
this year. On the potential
of the Indian economy,
Kotak said the country has
become the fifth largest in
the world at about USD 3.2
trillion and has huge po-
tential.

RBI may effect one more rate hike; repo
rate may rise to 6.5 pc: Uday Kotak

New Delhi, Dec 08:  

Inflationary pressure on
the FMCG segment is
"cooling off a little" and
volume growth from the
rural markets is going to
be better, ITC Chairman &
Managing Director Sanjiv
Puri said on Thursday.
Presently there is a "phe-
nomenal" amount of infla-
tion, hence FMCG volume
growth in rural areas is
"muted" and the bulk of
the growth is inflation
lead, he said in a panel dis-
cussion at an event organ-
ised by industry body CII.
When asked about the con-
sumption trends, Puri
said, "In the FMCG seg-

ments, we are seeing both
the trends of permutation
and at the same time there
is a lot of value-seeking be-
haviour and stress at the
lower price points."
However, he also said that
presently India is "much
better" than the rest of the
world, witnessing high in-
flation. "As far as consump-
tion is concerned, the main
stress point is inflation in-
duced because prices of
lots of products have gone
up at a percentage proba-
bly in the prior period that
would have taken five
years to go up," Puri added.
However, Puri also added
that rural demand is going
to get better because reali-
sations have been better
and costs are up and as a
net, it is "better off".

Inflation for FMCG segment
cooling down: Sanjiv Puri

̈ Volume from rural 
markets going to improve

New Delhi, Dec 08: 

Power deficit or gap between
electricity required and sup-
plied has fallen from two per
cent in April this year to 0.1
per cent, Parliament was
informed on Thursday. "The
gap between energy require-
ment and energy supplied
has been reduced from two
per cent to 0.1 per cent
between the month of April,
2022 and October, 2022,"
Power Minister R K Singh
stated in a written reply to
Lok Sabha. The data showed
that the deficit was 2,752
million units (units) in April
this year which came down
to 124 MU in October, 2022.
The power deficit was 609

MU (0.4 per cent) in May, 796
MU (0.6 per cent) in June,
434 MU (0.3 per cent) in July,
465 MU (0.4 per cent) in
August and 312 MU (0.2 per
cent) in September. In anoth-
er reply to the House, the
minister informed that as on
March 31, 2022, the coal
stock position was 25.6
Million Tonnes (MT), or 9
days of stock, and it
increased to 26.1 MT on
September 30, 2022 and fur-
ther increased to 30.9 MT, or
11 days of stock, as on
November 30, 2022. The coal
stock available at coal-based
thermal power plants of the
country is monitored by the
Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) on a daily basis. 

Power deficit declines to
0.1 pc in October from 2

pc in April this year

Pune, Dec 08: 

Bank of Maharashtra is
a leading public sector
bank of the country. Hindi
Diwas was celebrated with
great enthusiasm by the
Bank on Nov. 23 at Pune.
The program was presided
overby A.S. Rajeev,
Managing Director and
CEO, Bank of
Maharashtra. Renowned
film actress Mrinal
Kulkarni graced the event
as chief guest. AB Vijaya
Kumar Executive Director;
Asheesh Pandey, Executive
Director; K. Rajesh Kumar,
General Manager (HRM
and Rajbhasha) were spe-
cially present at the event.
General Managers of the
Head Office along with ex-
ecutives, officers and em-
ployees from all over the
country were present in
large number at the event.

K. Rajesh Kumar,
General Manager wel-
comed the dignitaries and
staff members to the pro-
gram and informed about
Hindi implementation in
the Bank. On this occa-

sion, the Braille version of
the Bank's e-magazine
"Mahabank Samvad
Sarita" was released by
A.S. Rajeev, Mrinal
Kulkarni and dignitaries
present on the dais. Cover
page of the forthcoming
issue of Mahabank
Pragati, the quarterly in-
house magazine of the
Bank, was also inaugurat-
ed by the dignitaries pres-
ent. In this program, prizes
were distributed to the
winners of various Hindi
competitions organized at
All India level.

Message of Home

Minister, Minister of State
for Finance and message of
Governor of RBI received
on the occasion of Hindi
Diwas were read out dur-
ing the program.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mrinal Kulkarni said
that Hindi cinema and tele-
vision have a huge contri-
bution in the promotion of
Hindi. While praising the
better work done in the
field of Rajbhasha, she
congratulated the Bank for
receiving "Kirti Award"
the highest award for
Rajbhasha.

In his address, A.S.

Rajeev, MD and CEO said
that Hindi and regional
languages are playing an
important role in provid-
ing quality customer serv-
ices with personal touch.
He congratulated the win-
ners of Rajbhasha Trophy
and Hindi competitions or-
ganised at Head Office.
A.B. Vijayakumar,
Executive Director in his
motivational speech said
that we should use simple
Hindi in our day to day
work. He said that the use
of Hindi and regional lan-
guages is also helpful for
our business growth.
Asheesh Pandey, Executive
Director in his address
said that customer is our
focus point and languages
are the medium of com-
munication with the cus-
tomers. He said that we all
should be proud of our
own languages.

Sushma Tiwari, AGM
(Inspection) delivered a
vote of thanks. Program
was coordinated and com-
pered by Dr. Rajendra
Shrivastava, DGM
(Rajbhasha).

Hindi Diwas celebrated at Bank of Maharashtra

(From left to Right) -K. Rajesh Kumar, General Manager,  A. B.
Vijayakumar, Executive Director, Ms. Mrinal Kulkarni, Prominent
film actress,  A. S. Rajeev, MD and CEO and  Asheesh Pandey,
Executive Director.

Mumbai, Dec 08:  

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by 160 points on
Thursday in choppy trade
following gains in select
banking and auto counters
amid mixed global cues. The
30-share index gained 160
points to settle at 62,570.68 as
13 of its components ad-
vanced while 17 declined.
The barometer opened lower
but later gained momentum
to touch a high of 62,633.56 in
the day's trade.

The broader Nifty of the
National Stock Exchange ad-
vanced 48.85 points to settle
at 18,609.35, with 27 of its con-
stituents closing in the red.
Axis Bank, IndusInd Bank,
ICICI Bank, SBI, L&T,
Infosys, M&M and Maruti
were major gainers among
Sensex stocks. Sun Pharma
fell the most by 3.57 per cent
after the USFDA listed its
Halol facility under an im-
port alert, banning export
from the plant to the
American market.
PowerGrid, TCS, Nestle,

Wipro, Kotak Bank and Bajaj
Finance were among the
other losers. "After touching
a record high, the domestic
market experienced signifi-
cant volatility as global mar-
kets tumbled due to fear of
an economic slowdown and
worries over a Fed rate hike.
Recession fears weighed on
IT and pharma stocks while
banks, especially PSBs, con-
tinued to support the bours-
es. "This volatility is expect-
ed to sustain in the global
market as we await the Fed
policy decision and US infla-
tion numbers due next
week," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex rises 160 pts
in choppy trade

Mumbai, Dec 08: 

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled 3
paise higher at 82.44 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Thursday, supported by
positive domestic equities. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.34 and
touched an intra-day high of
82.26 and a low of 82.47
against the greenback. It final-
ly settled at 82.44, registering
a rise of 3 paise over its previ-
ous close of 82.47. "Rupee
consolidated in a narrow
range even after the RBI
raised rates by another 35 bps.
It lowered its FY23 GDP fore-
cast to 6.8 per cent from 7 per
cent," said Gaurang Somaiya,
Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services. "We expect the USD-
INR (Spot) to trade sideways
and quote in the range of
82.20 and 82.80," he added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, advanced 0.29
per cent to 105.40. 

Rupee gains 3 paise
to close at 82.44

against US dollar

New Delhi, Dec 08: 

As the worst effects of the
covid-19 pandemic ebb, we
are beginning to witness a
massive surge in international
travel both for work and
leisure. India, in fact, has seen
a jump of 3X in international
travellers this year,which is
likely to double next year. In
order to make staying con-
nected easy, intuitive and
compelling, Airtel has
launched ‘Airtel World Pass’.
The World Pass revolutionises
the experience for all interna-
tional travel because it works
seamlessly across 184 coun-
tries. So even if you are en-
route at an Airport or travel-
ling to two or more countries
one pack now covers all your
roaming needs.  This change
comes on the back of exten-
sive customer research con-
ducted by Airtel that showed
that many customers find
International Roaming packs
in general confusing across

the whole global Telco indus-
try. As a result, many are not
connected when they want to
be. Or they seek complex
alternatives of temporary con-
nections abroad. Airtel has
now solved this problem struc-
turally with the launch of the
Airtel World pass.
Commenting on the launch of
the Airtel World Pass,
Shashwat Sharma, Director
Consumer Business, Bharti
Airtel said, “At Airtel, our mis-
sion is to solve customer prob-
lems so that our experience
speaks for itself. The feedback
that we have heard on interna-
tional travel related concerns
has compelled us to launch a
defining proposition for our
customers – the Airtel World
Pass. This offers our cus-
tomers one pack for the globe,
significantly greater value,
allows them to control what
they use on the app and allows
for emergency data usage
long after the pack allowance
is over.” 

Airtel launches ‘World Pass’

New Delhi, Dec 08: 

Amazon Fashion has an-
nounced the 11th edition
of its biggest shopping
event, Wardrobe Refresh
Sale with deals across a
wide selection of the most
loved fashion and beauty
brands. As the year 2022
comes to an end, it’s time
to reminisce the memories
and celebrate with your
loved one’s in your most
fashionable attire over a
Sunday brunch, wedding
season, house party or the
New Year Eve’s. No matter
what your plans are, we
have you covered with a
wide selection on fashion
and beauty categories in-
cluding apparel, shoes,
handbags, watches, jewel-
ry, kids wear, beauty essen-
tials, luxury beauty and
much more. Customers
can avail 50% to 80% off

during the 5-day shopping
event that begins on
Friday, December 9th and
goes on till Wednesday,
14th December 2022.

11th edition of WRS
on Amazon Fashion

Mumbai, Dec 08: 

Pernod Ricard India
(PRI), a global leader in
the wine and spirits indus-
try, launches an industry
first initiative - #One For
Our Planet, as it continues
its journey towards the re-
moval of permanent
mono-cartons from its
packaging. With this land-
mark sustainability initia-
tive, the company isremov-
ing 100% permanent
mono-cartons from its
packaging by June 2023, in
a phased manner.

#One For Our Planet
reiterates the company’s
commitment to reduce
the environmental im-
pact of packaging across
each step of its value
chain, from grain to
glass. It also aims to
nudge today’s purpose-

driven consumers to
make eco-conscious pur-
chase decisions.
Advancingtowards a
greener tomorrow, with
this initiative, Pernod
Ricard India strives to
generate a holistic im-
pact by reducing carbon

emissionsevery year by
7310 Tonnes, saving2.5
lakh trees, and reducing
waste-to-land fill by 18745
tons. With this initiative,
the company aims to re-
duce cumulative packag-
ing emissions by over
75,000 tonnes by 2030.

PRI launches new initiative to reduce 
environmental impact across its value chain

Shraddha Arya: Wonderful that
Shakti and I keep our personal,
professional bond separate

'K
undali Bhagya' actress Shraddha Arya talks
about her off-screen chemistry and the friendly
bond she shares with her co-actor Shakti Arora on

the sets of her show. The actress says that both of them
enjoy spending time with each other and they love to discuss
different topics. "Shakti and I share an extremely different bond
than what viewers watch on screen. Shakti is a very supportive

co-actor and a gentleman at heart. In between our shots, when
we rehearse for our scenes, sometimes we end up chatting
about something totally different and then we lose track of
time." Shraddha is a known face of the TV industry and has
been part of several shows including 'Main Lakshmi Tere
Aangan Ki', 'Tumhari Paakhi',and 'Dream Girl'. She joined
'Kundali Bhagya' in 2017 and gained a lot of popularity for her
portrayal of Dr Preeta Arora. In the show, Shakti is seen as
Arjun Suryavanshi, who has created a lot of issues in the
life of Preeta. However, the actress says that they keep their
on and off-screen relationship completely different and
maintain a proper balance. "Shooting with him has be-

come easy and fun now because we have this unsaid
understanding between us. I think it is important to
have a balance in every relationship and it is won-

derful that Shakti and I keep our personal and profes-
sional bond separate," she
adds. 'Kundali Bhagya'
airs on Zee TV.

R
upali Ganguly, who
is currently seen play-
ing the titular role in

the show 'Anupamaa' talks
about the ongoing track

where Anupamaa is helping
the rape victim in fighting her
battle for justice. The actress says

that raising such issues is quite
important and she is fortunate to

be part of a show which is try-
ing to give out a strong mes-
sage.

She says: "I feel very very proud that I
am a part of a show which raises the is-
sues about which people cringe to talk
about. People want to kind of put topics
under the rug and forget about them. I
am glad that we are raising issues that
need to be brought forth. My producer
is very gutsy to pick a subject like this.
The entire point was to bring people
out of their comfort zone and say ‘Hey,
this happened. And what better to say
than to say it through Anupamaa?"
Rupali, who became a household
name with shows such as 'Sarabhai
Vs Sarabhai', 'Sanjivani', 'Baa Bahoo
Aur Baby', and many more, shares
further that the current track is
meant to motivate people to un-
derstand the importance of
opening up about such abuse
because hiding it is not going
to resolve any problem.

"The idea behind bringing
up this topic was that such
things have been happen-
ing for years but still talk-
ing about such things
has been considered a
taboo with our current
plot. We want people
to be comfortable

talking about such
things," she adds.

'Anupamaa' airs
on Star Plus.

Priyanka received equal pay just
once in her 20-year career

A
ctress Priyanka Chopra Jonas revealed in an interview that her up-
coming Amazon Prime Video series 'Citadel' is the first time she's ever
received equal pay as her male co-stars. She has been acting for 20

years. "I would get paid about 10 per cent of the salary of my male co-actor.
(The pay gap) is large, substantially large. And so many women still deal with
that. I'm sure I will too if I worked with a male co-actor now in Bollywood. "My
generation of female actors have definitely asked [for equal pay]," she
added. "We've asked, but we've not got it." Priyanka detailed other ways
in which she contended against sexism while working on Bollywood
productions. "I thought it was absolutely ok to sit for hours and hours
on set, while my male co-ator just took his own time, and decided when-
ever he wanted to show up on set is when we would shoot," she said. "I
was called 'black cat' and 'dusky.' I mean, what does 'dusky' even mean
in a country where we are literally all brown?" Chopra Jonas contin-
ued. "I thought I was not pretty enough, I believed that I would have to
work a lot harder, even though I thought I was probably a little bit more
talented than my fellow actors who were lighter skinned." Amazon
Prime Video's upcoming 'Citadel' hails from 'Avengers: Infinity War' di-
rectors Joe and Anthony Russo and features an ensemble cast that is
headlined by Priyanka and Richard Madden. The show is billed as an
"action-packed spy series" that spans the globe, and it's being de-
signed to launch spinoff series set in India, Spain Mexico and more.

Malaika Arora hints at
trying her hands at

stand-up comedy

D
iva Malaika Arora has no qualms about trying her hand at unique things
and says she wants to take up stand-up comedy and challenge herself.
Malaika said: "Well, with regards to Films, scripts etc, I'm still unsure

whether I want to go down that road yet or not and whether I want to take that
plunge... But one thing that really stuck with me was the stand-up part." She

added: "Sumukhi and I had loads of conversations, exchanged multiple
voice notes and late night voice recordings. She gave me homework

and I practiced it in front of the mirror. You know, if you
have to be a stand up comic, you

should be ready to
laugh at yourself,

joke at yourself,
and touch

upon topics
that you may

not be comfort-
able with.

That's what I
did and I am

glad I made this
decision and

took up this challenge."
Malaika makes her digital

debut with 'Moving In With
Malaika' on Disney+

Hotstar. She is set to give
fans access to her life

through unfiltered
conversations.

ACROSS

1. Count ____ of jazz

6. Skin woe

10. Diplomacy

14. Siren

15. Dr. ____ of TV

16. Norwegian port

17. Spock's specialty

18. TV signal quality

20. Diminish

22. Produce again

23. Miami team

25. Male cat

26. Eve's guy

29. Navy members

32. Health club

35. Dubuque's locale

36. Pinball parlor

37. Restaurant bill

38. School official

39. Jog

40. Bank (on)

41. Miscalculate

42. Nova ____

45. Native minerals

46. Wind dir.

47. Menace

48. Connecting words

49. Average mark

50. Thin rope

52. Dozing ones

57. Untidy conditions

61. Inedible mushroom

63. Fixed gaze

64. 43,560 square feet

65. Talented

66. Weird

67. Courageous

68. Obey

69. Attempted

DOWN

1. Cinderella's dance

2. Sunburn soother

3. Wilts

4. Oscar Wilde, e.g.

5. Roast host

6. Fourth mo.

7. "Moonstruck" actress

8. Agreeable

9. Voted in

10. Carved pole

11. Tibet's locale

12. Thicken

13. Hue

19. Inclined

21. Space org.

24. Fright

26. Assistants

27. Active ones

28. In the know

30. Sharp

31. Madman

32. Strict

33. Lost color

34. Chasm

40. Type of car

42. Stairs

43. Fastest land animal

44. Energy source

49. Surrendered

51. Bowler's button

52. Pierce

53. Loony

54. James ____ Jones

55. Judge's attire

56. Shoe bottom

58. Hindu dress

59. Huron's neighbor

60. Grain

62. Guided
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Actor Aaryan Prajapati, who
plays Hritik in &TV's

gharelu comedy, Happu ki
Ultan Paltan, has come a long
way as a child actor. With his
character Hritik, the overly
intelligent and sarcastic son of
Happu (Yogesh Tripathi) and
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak), he
has been tickling the viewers'
funny bones. Aaryan has
appeared in films and televi-
sion and collaborated with
many well-known Bollywood
artists. In this interview,
Aaryan gets candid about his
journey in the entertainment
industry, his current show, his
dream roles, and his upcoming
projects.
EExxcceerrppttss  ooff  iinntteerrvviieeww::
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouurr  aaccttiinngg  jjoouurrnneeyy
ssttaarrtt??
I used to imitate it in front of
the mirror and with my friends
when I was three. They all
used to compliment me and
say I was a "Chota Packet

Bada Dhamaka." My mother
identified my talent and
worked hard to improve my
skills in front of the camera.
She also quit her job to sup-

port my acting dream.
Although I was a child, I recall
her accompanying me to pro-
duction houses and advertis-
ing agencies, carrying me all
day, and surviving on one
meal after my nursery classes.
I believe that no journey in life
can be successful unless your
parents support you. My first
break was in a television com-
mercial, and I gradually
worked my way up to televi-
sion and film.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  yyoouurr  rreeccooggnnii--
ttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  TTVV  iinndduussttrryy??
I did a lot of commercials but
didn't get much fame initially.
Whenever I used to go for any
audition, even after liking my
auditions, the casting direc-
tors used to not cast me,
telling my mother that I
looked too small for any role.
After months of hard work, I
was allowed to make a cameo
appearance in one of the most
popular shows, with Ravi

Dubey sir and Aishwarya
Sakhuja mam. It was the role
that launched me into the tel-
evision industry. People
noticed my talent, and I
received offers for various
shows, particularly in the
comic genre.
AAnnyy  ddrreeaamm  rroollee??

I love writing poems and rap. I
have written many poems and
received a lot of praise for
doing a lot of rapping and
singing in my school and my
show, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan.
Just like doing an action genre
film, I would also love to play
a rapper on the big screen; it
is one of my biggest dream
roles, and it would be a dream
come true if I got selected to
play a legendary rapper in any
biopic.
Watch Aaryan Prajapati as
Hritik in Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
at 10:00 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

‘My mother left her job to support my acting dream’

Rupali Ganguly: 
Proud I’m part 

of a show which
raises issues

about which 
people cringe 

to talk

Actress Kirti Kulhari is
all set for her short film

'Rest Of The Night' opposite
Vishwas Kini. She talks
about playing a woman
stuck at home during the
pandemic and brings out
her emotional turmoil. She
says: "'Rest Of The Night' is
about being stuck mentally
and emotionally. It's about
relationships... How they
give us so much, but also
take away so much... It's a
story of a woman unable to
move on and find closure.
The film emphasises the
need to take care of one's
mental health and how it's
important to express and
share your emotions." Kirti
was seen in movies such as

'Shaitan', 'Pink',
'Blackmail', 'Uri: The
Surgical Strike', and the
web series 'Four More
Shots Please'. The actress
says she loves playing com-
plex and challenging char-
acters. In the short film,
she depicts a personality
going through a feeling of
loneliness because she is
confined at home and has
no one to understand her
emotions. She is suffering
from insomnia also. Kirti
adds: "It's a complex char-
acter and I love playing
such roles. I am, as an
actor, always trying to push
the envelope and find a
deeper meaning in my per-
formances."

Kirti Kulhari’s ‘Rest Of The Night’
is story of a woman unable to

move on and find closure
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Doha, Dec 08 (AP):

To Bruno Fernandes,
World Cup teammate
Cristiano Ronaldo is the
most famous athlete in
sports. Joao Felix has de-
scribed Ronaldo as "irre-
placeable." Gon alo Ramos,
Portugal's new 21-year-old
star, has never known his
national team without
Ronaldo involved in it. A
future without the coun-
try's greatest ever player
could be a daunting
prospect to the up-and-
coming generation of
Portugal internationals.
They aren't showing it at
the World Cup. In fact,
they showed they might
even be liberated by step-
ping out of Ronaldo's long
shadow given the way
Portugal demolished
Switzerland 6-1 in the
round of 16 on Tuesday.

Turns out there is life
after the five-time world
player of the year, even if
that is hard for some to
imagine.

Portugal coach
Fernando Santos wanted a
team "playing with a lot of
fluidity" against
Switzerland and that in-
variably meant leaving the
37-year-old Ronaldo the
player with more goals
(118) than anyone in men's
international soccer on

the bench. It was a big call
and it couldn't have gone
better, at least against
Switzerland.

It's a call that Erik ten
Hag has made at
Manchester United this
season, preferring to have
more mobile players in his
front four than an un-
doubted goal machine
whose movement is no
longer what it was.

It took until the round of
16 for Santos to make that
move at the World Cup,
with his convictions

strengthened by his obvi-
ous unhappiness at
Ronaldo's attitude after
being substituted in the
group game against South
Korea. The Portuguese
soccer federation insisted
Thursday that Ronaldo
was dedicated to the team,
saying he had built up a
"unique track record every
day" of service for his
country and had an "un-
questionable degree of
commitment to the nation-
al team." That won't neces-
sarily guarantee him

starts in the future.
Santos went through the

attributes of the three
strikers in his squad
Ronaldo, Ramos and
Andre Silva and said that
while Ronaldo is a player
"who is more fixed and
plays in a more deter-
mined area," Ramos is
"more dynamic." So drop-
ping Ronaldo requires a
shift in game plan. It
might have worked
against Switzerland, but
will it work against
Morocco?

Adelaide, Dec 08 (AP):

Marnus Labuschagne
and Travis Head posted
unbeaten centuries in a
199-run stand to lead
Australia to 330-3 against
West Indies at stumps on
day one Thursday of the
second cricket Test.

Labuschagne scored his
third century in as many
innings against West
Indies and was 120 not out
at Adelaide Oval.

Head was 114 not out
after making his first test
century on his home
ground in the day-night
match.

Both teams made in-
jury-enforced changes fol-
lowing Australia's 164-run
win in the series-opener in
Perth last weekend.
Marquino Mindley, one of
three changes for the de-
pleted West Indies, left the
field with a hamstring
strain after bowling just
two overs on debut.

The Australians got on
top early after stand-in
captain Steve Smith won
the toss and opted to bat
first.

Usman Khawaja shared
a 34-run opening stand
with David Warner (21)
and 95 with Labuschagne
for the second wicket be-
fore his dismissal for 62
triggered the only slight
wobble in Australia's in-
nings.

Part-time seamer Devon
Thomas was the unlikely

bowler to break the sec-
ond-wicket stand, trapping

Khawaja lbw from around
the wicket on the first ball
of the 42nd over.

Khawaja was given out
and immediately reviewed
the decision, but the third
umpire confirmed the dis-
missal and Australia was
129-2. In the next over, for-
mer skipper Jason Holder
took a return catch off his
own bowling to dismiss
Smith for a duck as
Australia lost two wickets
for two runs in 11 deliver-
ies.

But Labuschagne and
Head counter-attacked in
quick time, restoring
Australia's dominance.

Labuschagne cut
Thomas to the point
boundary to raise his 10th
century in his 30th test,
and third in succession in
this series following his
204 and 104 not out in
Perth.

Head was next, reaching
triple figures for the fifth
time in a test with a driven
boundary through mid-off,
continuing his dominance
through the off-side. His
century came off 125 deliv-
eries and contained 10
boundaries.

West Indies skipper
Kraigg Brathwaite cycled
through seven bowlers in
pursuit of a wicket on a
pitch that favored the bat,
with only Joseph (1-81),
Holder (1-42) and Thomas
(1-43) getting any rewards.

Labuschagne, Head centuries 
lift Australia to 330-3 on Day 1

Australian batsmn Travis Head celebrates scoring his century on the
first day of the second cricket Test match between Australia and the
West Indies at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide on December 8.

Portugal stepping out of
Ronaldo’s long shadow at WC

Portugal's forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo (L) and his teammate Portugal's forward #21 Ricardo
Horta (C) take part in a training session at the Al Shahaniya SC training site, northwest of Doha.

Navi Mumbai, Dec 08 (PTI):

The build-up to the se-
ries has been far from
ideal but the Indian
women's cricket team will
be keen to give a tough
time to the all-conquering
Australia in the five-
match T20 rubber begin-
ning here on Friday.

With two months go for
the T20 World Cup in
South Africa, the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led
side should also exactly
know where they stand
following the five games.
Head coach Ramesh
Powar was suddenly
sacked three days before
the series opener and for-
mer India batter
Hrishikesh Kanitkar is
now in charge of the sup-
port staff as the designat-
ed batting coach. India
managed to win the Asia
Cup in October though
they were guilty of experi-
menting a tad too much
which cost them a league
game against Pakistan.
The batting has a settled
look with star batter
Smriti Mandhana expect-

ed to score the bulk of the
runs. Her opening partner
Shafali Verma, who will
lead in the U-19 World Cup
next month, will be put
under pressure by the
Australian pacers consid-
ering her weakness
against the short ball.

Jemimah Rodrigues has

shown good form ever
since returning to the na-
tional side while skipper
Harmanpreet too has re-
gained consistency.
Harleen Deol and Yastika
Bhatia have made a come-
back after their prolific
run in the Challenger
Trophy. Leg-spin bowling

all-rounder Devika Vaidya
has made a return to the
T20 side after eight years
and her presence lends va-
riety to the spin attack full
of left-armers and offies.
Renuka Thakur has been
the standout pacer for the
team over the past six

months and she would be
hoping for support from
uncapped left-arm seamer
Anjali Sarvani.

Australia, who will be
led by Alyssa Healy in
Meg Lanning's absence,
too have fresh faces in the
line-up. Expectations are
high from 19-year-old bat-
ter Phoebe Litchfield who

is expected to fill the re-
tired Rachael Haynes'
shoes. The southpaw had
spent a lot of time with
Mandhana during the
WBBL last year.

Ex-Ireland pacer Kim
Garth and Heather
Graham are also expected
to make their Australia
debut.

India get to test themselves against mighty Aussies in five T20s

NNaavvii  MMuummbbaaii:: Indian women's cricket team skipper Harmanpreet Kaur on Thursday denied any
fallout with Ramesh Powar who has been sacked as the head coach with less than two months
to go for the T20 World Cup. In a repeat of the 2018 saga when Powar was replaced as the head
coach after being at loggerheads with then captain Mithali Raj, the former India spinner once
again faced the axe and was shunted to the National Cricket Academy, reportedly on request of
Harmanpreet. Harmanpreet, however, categorically denied the reports of rift and termed it a
"decision" taken by the BCCI. "Well, it's nothing like that. I've always enjoyed working with
Ramesh sir whenever I got an opportunity. We have learnt a lot from him and grown as a team,"
she said on the eve of their five-match T20I series against Australia. "It's the BCCI's decision
who's moved to NCA. He will work there as the spin coach, and whenever we'll go to NCA,
Ramesh sir is always available." The board has now roped in Hrishikesh Kanitkar as the batting
coach of the team and he will be at the helm for the series against Australia. Former India all-
rounder Kanitkar was in charge when they won a series in Sri Lanka and Harmanpreet said he's
the "apt candidate" for the job and that the team is in the right hands. Hailing his "calmness",
she said: "We had a very good experience with him when we were in Sri Lanka. "He was always
available whenever it's needed. He brings a lot of experience to the team. We are only looking
forward and how we proceed further. We are in right hands. We are fully okay with whatever the
decision BCCI is taking. "He's very calm. We needed someone who can give that calmness on the
field. You would have seen that in the past at a crucial time, the girls need that support, some-
one who can guide with calmness and tell us what and how to do with some clear thoughts. We
had experienced that in Sri Lanka."

Always enjoyed working with Ramesh sir: Harmanpreet

Match starts 7 PM IST.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI):

India A captain Abhimanyu
Easwaran is likely to be called
as injured skipper Rohit
Sharma's replacement for the
upcoming two Test series
against Bangladesh, starting in
Chattogram on December 14.
Skipper Rohit, who valiantly
tried to save the ODI series
despite a left thumb disloca-
tion, is likely to be out of the
Test series. "Abhimanyu
Easwaran has scored back to
back hundreds in ongoing A
Test series and is an opener. In
all likelihood, he will join the
squad in Chattogram after fin-

ishing his second A Test in
Sylhet," a senior BCCI source
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity. Easwaran scored
141 in first A Test and was 144
not out at stumps on day two
of the second Test.
While Easwaran might come in
as Rohit's cover, it will be
stand in skipper KL Rahul and
young Shubman Gill who
would be opening the innings
for India in Chattogram and
Dhaka. It is also understood
that Bengal seamer Mukesh
Kumar, who has consistently
performed for India A, or
Umran Malik, could replace an
injured Mohammed Shami.
India's bowling could have a
severely depleted look as
Ravindra Jadeja, who hasn't
played a single match since
undergoing knee surgery, will
be playing the Test matches
straightaway. While Axar Patel
is already in the squad,
Saurabh Kumar could be called
in from the A team as a back
up left arm spinner unless
some out of box thinking
brings Suryakumar Yadav in
the mix. Surya has already
confirmed that he will play
Mumbai's second Ranji Trophy
game this season.

Easwaran likely cover
for injured Rohit

Multan, Dec 08 (AP):

England brought in fast
bowler Mark Wood and
shrugged off Pakistan's at-
tempt to make the Multan
pitch friendlier for spin in
the second test from Friday.

Wood was the only
change England made after
its landmark, 74-run win in
the first test at Rawalpindi
on Monday.

Wood replaced all-
rounder Liam Livingstone,
who returned home after
injuring his knee during
the first test. "Having some-
one in your squad who can
bowl at 150 kph is a massive
bonus for any team,"
England captain Ben Stokes
said of Wood on Thursday.

"Having someone of this
caliber and what he brings,
the way in which he bowls,
is going to be massive for
us. He is going to add to our
ability to take 20 wickets."

Wood hasn't played a test
since March when he sus-
tained an elbow injury. He
missed the entire English
county season and returned
to international cricket
during England's seven-
match Twenty20 series in
Pakistan in September. But

a hip injury sidelined him
from the climax of the tri-
umphant T20 World Cup
campaign in Australia.

With Shaheen Afridi in-
jured and out of the entire
three-match series,
Pakistan's bowling re-
sources were further de-
pleted when paceman Haris
Rauf was ruled out of the
remaining two tests after
injuring his right thigh dur-
ing his debut test at
Rawalpindi. "We are facing
injury problems because
most of our fast bowlers are
playing in all the three for-
mats and that is very tough
on them," Pakistan captain
Babar Azam said.

Another dry pitch awaits
in Multan, which is hosting
its first test in 16 years
when Pakistan played out a
draw against the West
Indies.

Ruthless England adds pace of Wood for 2nd test

England's captain Ben
Stokes (L) and teammate
Harry Brook arrive to bat
during a training session

ahead of their second cricket
Test match against England,

at the Multan Cricket
Stadium in Multan on

December 8.

Sylhet, Dec 08 (PTI):

India A put themselves in
a commanding position by
posting a mammoth first-in-
nings total of 562 and then
reducing Bangladesh A to 49
for two at stumps on the
third day of the second unof-
ficial Test match here on
Thursday.

Still ahead by 261 runs, the
visitors will look for an in-
nings victory on the final
day. At the close of the penul-
timate day's play, Shadman
Islam was batting on 22,
while Mominul Haque was
on 4. Zakir Hasan, who got a
maiden call-up in the upcom-
ing first Test against India,
was out for 12, while
Mahmudul Hasan Joy was

dismissed for 10. Saurabh
Kumar (1/10) and Umesh
Yadav (1/16) were the wicket
takers for India A. Earlier, re-
suming their first innings at
324 for five, skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran (157)
added 13 runs to his
overnight score while Jayant
Yadav made 83. Saurabh
smashed a 39-ball 55 and
Navdeep Saini scored an un-
beaten 50 off 68 deliveries as
India A tailenders gave a
good account of themselves
to propel the side to 562 for
nine before declaring. Jayant
decorated his 150-ball stay
with 10 boundaries while
Saurabh hit seven fours and
two hits over the fence dur-
ing his entertaining knock.
Saini struck five fours and
two sixes during his half-cen-
tury. Right-arm pacer
Mushfiq Hasan (3/129) and
left-arm spinner Hasan
Murad (3/145) picked up
three wickets apiece for
Bangladesh A. Pacer Sumon
Khan (2/119) also chipped in
with a couple of wickets.
Bangladesh A will have to
bat out of their skin to save
the match as India A have a
full day's play to dislodge the
remaining eight wickets.

India A tail wags against Bangladesh
A in second unofficial Test

Jayant Yadav's 83 frustrated
Bangladesh A.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI):

Nagpur, Delhi,
Dharamsala and
Ahmedabad have been
chosen as the venues for
the much awaited four-
Test series between India
and Australia from
February 9 to March 13.

The BCCI on Thursday
announced the schedule
for the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy as well as the limit-
ed overs home series
against Sri Lanka and
New Zealand in January-
February. The Test series
will be part of the World
Test Championship cycle.
"This will also be the last
edition of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy which
will be a 4-match Test se-
ries feature," said the BCCI
in a statement with the two
teams battling out in a five-
match series thereafter.

The VCA Stadium in
Jamtha will host the open-
ing Test from February 9-
13 before the caravan
moves to Delhi for the sec-
ond Test from February 17-
21. There is a week's gap
between the second and
third Test which takes

place in Dharamsala from
March 1-5. The final game
of the series will be played
at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad
from March 9-13.

India-Australia Test series to
begin at Nagpur from Feb 9

TT2200IIss  vveerrssuuss  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 1st
T20I (Jan 3, Mumbai); 2nd
T20I (Jan 5, Pune); 3rd T20I
(Jan 7, Rajkot); 
OODDIIss  vvss  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 1st ODI
(Jan 10, Guwahati); 2nd ODI
(Jan 12, Kolkata); 3rd ODI
(Jan 15; Trivandrum).
OODDIIss  vveerrssuuss  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd::
1st ODI (Jan 18,
Hyderabad); 2nd ODI (Jan
21, Raipur); 3rd ODI (Jan 24,
Indore); 
TT2200IIss  vveerrssuuss  NNZZ:: 1st T20I
(Jan 27, Ranchi); 2nd T20I
(Jan 29, Lucknow); 3rd T20I
(Feb 1; Ahmedabad).
TTeessttss  vveerrssuuss  AAuussttrraalliiaa:: 1st
Test (Feb 9-13; Nagpur); 2nd
Test (Feb 17-21; Delhi); 3rd
Test (Mar 1-5; Dharamsala);
4th Test (Mar 9-13;
Ahmedabad); ODIs vs
Australia: 1st ODI (Mar 17;
Mumbai); 2nd ODI (Mar 19;
Vizag); 3rd ODI (Mar 22;
Chennai).

Indian Home Series

Lay offs are deemed illegal if
not carried as per Industrial
Disputes Act: Minister Yadav
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Political strategist and Jan Suraj Abhiyan chief Prashant Kishor during 'Jan Suraj Sanvad
Pad Yatra', in East Champaran district, Thursday.

JAN SURAJ SANVAD PAD YATRA

Students perform Bharatnatyam during the cultural programme Udgam, in Dehradun.

BHARATNATYAM

Delhi govt moves SC seeking review 
of verdict acquitting 3 convicts

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The Delhi government
has moved the Supreme
Court seeking a review of
its November 7 verdict ac-
quitting three death row
convicts of gang-rape and
murder of a 19-year-old girl
in Delhi's Chhawla area in
2012, saying the offence was
"diabolic in nature exhibit-
ing grave depravity and bes-
tiality" and fell under the
"rarest of rare" category.

Highlighting that scien-
tific evidence "withstood
legal scrutiny and revolu-
tionised crime investiga-
tions", the review plea said
the DNA sample tests

showed "positive results"
linking the accused with
the crime. The top court
had on November 7 acquit-
ted the three men while set-
ting aside the Delhi High
Court's August 26, 2014
order upholding the death
sentence awarded by the
trial court.

Several review pleas in-
cluding the one filed by the
father of the deceased vic-
tim against the apex court
verdict have been filed re-
cently. The Delhi govern-
ment's review plea, settled
by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta and Additional
Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, referred

to "errors apparent on face
of the records" in the apex
court judgement. "Offences
like these do not just affect
the victim and her family
but have a much larger and
grave impact on the society
as well, which is bound to
adversely influence the na-
tion's fight of zero tolerance
of sexual offences against
the women.

"Acts of gruesome na-
ture such as rape not only
violate the victim's person-
al integrity but also leave
an indelible mark in the so-
ciety at large. This is the
reason why families do not
feel confident enough to
send their daughters out to

contribute to the nation,"
the plea said. Seeking the
verdict to be set aside, it
said the trial court and the
high court had awarded the
death penalty to the con-
victs after taking note of
the the "diabolic" manner,
exhibiting grave depravity
and bestiality, in which the
crime was committed.

"In the instant case the
crime and the manner in
which the said crime was
committed reflects the na-
ture of sexual predators
and sexual psychopaths
who with complete impuni-
ty and brazenness chose to
kidnap the young 18-year-
old girl from a public road

while she was on her way
back from office along with
her friends," it said.

The accused "raped and
brutalised the prosecutrix
in a moving car for several
hours and finally contin-
ued to satisfy their depravi-
ty in a field close to Jhajjar,
Haryana where they not
only violated and bru-
talised her body by gang
raping her and inflicting
grave injuries upon her,
but continued their bestial-
ity even upon the lifeless
body of the victim result-
ing in grave post mortem
injuries especially on the
sexual organs of the de-
ceased," it alleged.

SP’s Dimple Yadav records thumping victory 
in Mainpuri bypoll with over 2.8 lakh votes

Mainpuri, Dec 08 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party candi-
date Dimple Yadav on
Thursday won the
Mainpuri parliamentary
bypoll defeating her near-
est rival Raghuraj Singh
Shakya of BJP by a mar-
gin of 2,88,461 votes.

Considered as SP's bas-
tion, the seat was held by
party patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav and it got va-
cated after his death on
October 10.

Accompanied by hus-
band and party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, Dimple
received her certificate
from returning officer
here.

In 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
Mulayam Singh Yadav
had won the Mainpuri
seat by defeating BJP can-
didate Prem Singh
Shakya with a margin of
over 94,000 votes. The SP
had contested the 2019
elections with the BSP.

Dimple Yadav's margin
is more than that of her
father-in-law shows the
faith of people of
Mainpuri on 'Netaji'
(Mulayam) and develop-
ment work carried out by
him.

BJP candidate Shakya
even lost in his Daulpur
booth by 187 votes.

While Dimple Yadav se-
cured 6,18,120 votes (64.08

per cent), Shakya re-
ceived 3,29,659 votes (34.18
per cent).

Taking lesson from SP's
defeat in Azamgarh and
Rampur Lok Sabha by-
polls in June this year in
which the SP chief had
not campaigned,
Akhilesh Yadav stayed
put in Mainpuri criss-
crossing the constituency
to mobilise support for
his wife.

He moved out of
Mainpuri only once dur-
ing campaign period to
address a rally with Azam
Khan in Rampur.

In pursuance to its
claim of winning all the
80 Lok Sabha seats in UP

in 2024 general elections,
the BJP was eyeing to win
Mainpuri by-election to
gain a big momentum.

Mulayam Singh Yadav
still holds the record for
winning the election from
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat
by the maximum number
of votes. In the 2014 elec-
tions, the SP founder de-
feated his nearest rival
Shatrughan Singh
Chauhan of the BJP by a
margin of 3,64,666 votes.

Before this, Mulayam
Singh had won the Lok
Sabha elections in 2004 by
more than 3 lakh votes
when he defeated his
nearest rival Ashok
Shakya of BJP.

Bill to promote use of non-fossil
fuels introduced in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

A bill that seeks to pro-
mote the use of non-fossil
fuels, including ethanol,
green hydrogen and bio-
mass, was introduced in
Rajya Sabha for passage
on Thursday.

The Energy
C o n s e r v a t i o n
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, is
also aimed at helping the
country achieve its inter-
national commitments on
climate change.

The legislation was
cleared by Lok Sabha in
August this year.

Piloting the bill in the
Upper House, Power
Minister R K Singh said
the country is working to-
wards reduction in emis-
sions although its per
capita emissions is about
one third of the global av-
erage.

"If we look at the total
carbon dioxide load on
the environment, our con-
tribution is just 3.4 per
cent even as our popula-
tion is 17.5 per cent of the
global population," he
said.

Yet, the county has
emerged as one of the
leading nations in energy
transition and climate ac-
tion, he added.

"Today our non-fossil
fuel power generation ca-
pacity is 42 per cent of our
total capacity which is
around 408 giga watt," he
said, adding that this ini-
tiative needs to be carried
forward.

"We have changed the
way of generating elec-
tricity but that accounts
for 40 per cent of the emis-
sions. But we have to ad-
dress other sectors which
account for 60 per cent of

emissions, which includes
steel and cement manu-
facturing," Singh said.

In order to remain a
leader in climate action,
the government has
brought in amendments
in the legislation, he
added.

"In petroleum refining,
we use hydrogen drawn
from natural gas. The idea
is to make green hydro-
gen here and thereafter
replace the imported nat-
ural gas and stop carbon
emission," Singh said.

Similarly, in the produc-
tion of fertilisers, ammo-
nia is used from natural
gas, he said.

"Now we propose to re-
place it with green ammo-
nia. That is why we are
bringing the amendments
so that we make changes
in the feedstock," Singh
said.

PM’s foreign trips helped put 
forward India’s viewpoint, shape
global agenda on key issues: Govt

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

An expenditure of little
over Rs 239 crore was in-
curred in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
various foreign countries
in the last five years, ac-
cording to details provid-
ed by the government in
Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.

Minister of State for
External Affairs V
Muraleedharan said
these visits have en-
hanced understanding of
India's perspectives on re-
gional and global issues
among its foreign part-
ners at the highest level.

"The objective of the
prime minister's visits
abroad has been to foster

closer relations with for-
eign countries and pro-
mote India's engage-
ments at regional and
global level," he said.
Muraleedharan was re-
plying to a question in
Rajya Sabha on the prime
minister's visits, their
outcomes and details of
expenditure incurred on
each of the visits in the
last five years.

The minister said such
visits are an important
means by which India
serves its national inter-
est and implements for-
eign policy objectives.
"Understandings reached
during these visits have
enabled India to strength-
en relations with partner
countries and put for-

ward India's viewpoint
and shape the global
agenda on global issues
such as reformed multi-
lateralism, climate
change, transnational
crime, terrorism, cyber-
security, etc," he said.

In his written reply,
Muraleedharan provided
details of Modi's visit be-
ginning his three trip to
Philippines in November
2017. He gave details of
the composition of dele-
gations accompanying
the prime minister in
each of the 36 trips while
expenditure was provid-
ed for 31 visits.

According to the de-
tails, nine of the 36 trips
involved Modi's visits to
two or more countries.

The minister said the ex-
penditures on account of
the prime minister's vis-
its to Bangladesh (March
26-27, 2021), the US
(September 22-26, 2021),
Italy and the UK (October
29 to November 2, 2021)
were met from the budget
head of the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

The expenditure in-
curred on these three vis-
its are among the five
trips whose expenses
were not mentioned in
the list. The other two
were his visit to Bhutan
in August 2019 and Nepal
in May this year.

The total expenditure
in the 31 trips comes to Rs
239,04,08,625, according to
the details.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

Amid reports of mass
layoffs by several firms,
including in the IT sector,
Labour and Employment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Thursday said
any retrenchment and
layoffs are deemed to be
illegal if not carried out
as per the provisions of
the Industrial Disputes
Act.

The minister was re-
plying in the Rajya Sabha
to a question about
whether the government
has taken cognizance of
the mass layoffs in vari-
ous multi-national and
Indian companies in the
IT, social media, Edu
Tech firms and related
sectors.

Matters relating to lay-
offs and retrenchment in
industrial establishments

are governed by the pro-
visions of the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947 (ID
Act) which also regulates
various aspects of layoffs
and conditions precedent
to retrenchment of work-
men, said Yadav in reply
to a question in the Rajya
Sabha.

As per the ID Act, es-
tablishments employing
100 persons or more are
required to seek prior
permission of the appro-
priate government before
effecting closure, re-
trenchment or lay-off.

"Further, any retrench-
ment and lay-off are
deemed to be illegal
which is not carried out
as per the provisions of
ID Act. ID Act also pro-
vides for right of work-
men laid off and re-
trenched for compensa-
tion and it also contains

provision for re-employ-
ment of retrenched work-
men," he said.

Based on their respec-
tive jurisdictions as de-
marcated in the ID Act,
Central and State
Governments take ac-
tions to address the is-
sues of the workmen and
protect their interests as
per the provision of the
Act.

The jurisdiction in the
matters with regard to
multi-national and
Indian companies in the
IT, social media, Edu
Tech firms and related
sectors lie with the re-
spective state govern-
ments, the minister said.

He also informed that
no data is maintained at
the Central level on lay-
ing off and retrenchment
with reference to these
sectors.
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SC reserves verdict on
batch of pleas against

bull-taming sport Jallikattu
New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
on Thursday reserved
its judgement on a
batch of pleas challeng-
ing Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra laws al-
lowing bull-taming
sport 'Jallikattu' and
bullock cart races.

"Jallikattu", also
known as "eruthazhu-
vuthal", is a bull-taming
sport played in Tamil
Nadu as part of the
Pongal harvest festival.

A five-judge
Constitution bench
headed by Justice K M
Joseph heard submis-
sions from senior advo-
cates including Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for
Tamil Nadu, and sever-
al other counsel repre-
senting the inter-
venors.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Ajay

Rastogi, Aniruddha
Bose, Hrishikesh Roy
and C T Ravikumar,
asked parties to file a
collective compilation
of written submissions
with a week.

The top court had
earlier said the peti-
tions challenging the
Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (Tamil
Nadu Amendment) Act,
2017 needed to be decid-
ed by a larger bench
since they involved sub-
stantial questions relat-
ing to interpretation of
the Constitution.

The bench framed
five questions to be ad-
judicated upon by the
larger bench. The peti-
tions, including one
filed by animal rights
body PETA, have chal-
lenged the state law
that allowed the bull-
taming sport in Tamil
Nadu.

National Children
Science Congress

Project of students
from tribal Jawhar

to be presented
Thane, Dec 08 (PTI): A
science project by stu-
dents of predominantly
tribal Jawhar in
Maharashtra's Palghar
district has been selected
for presentation at the
30th National Children
Science Congress 2022, an
official said on Thursday.

Making the announce-
ment, Surendra Dighe,
chairperson of the
National Children
Science Congress,
Maharashtra, said the
year's theme is
'Understanding the Eco
System for Health and
Wellbeing'.

The National Child
Science Congress is an
initiative of the Science
and Technology [NCSTC]
department of the Union
Ministry of Science and
Technology, he added.

Samajwadi Party candidate Dimple Yadav with her husband
and party President Akhilesh Yadav shows the 'certificate of
election' during a press conference after her victory in
Mainpuri by-elections, in Mainpuri, Thursday.

Chhawla gang-rape-murder



Varsity ‘Kulgurus’
BBhhooppaall:: Vice chancellors
of universities in Madhya
Pradesh will, henceforth,
be called 'Kulgurus' in
place of the current term
'Kulpatis' as per direc-
tions issued by Governor
Mangubhai Patel, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. He
issued this directive while
addressing the 100th
meeting of the University
Coordination Committee
at the Sandipani auditori-
um of Raj Bhavan here
during the day, the offi-
cial said. 

TRS’ renamed 
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The Election
Commission on Thursday
informed TRS President
and Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao that it
has accepted the name
change of his party from
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
to Bharat Rashtra Samithi.
In a letter to TRS, the EC
cited a request from the
party to accept its name
change and said, "I am
directed to refer to your
letter issued on 05-10-
2022 on the subject cited
and to say that the com-
mission has accepted your
request for change in the
name of your party from
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
to Bharat Rashtra Samithi.

Tiger hanging 
BBhhooppaall:: Two persons are
being questioned and hunt
was on for the prime
accused after a tiger was
found hanging from a tree
in the territorial forest area
of Panna district in
Madhya Pradesh, an offi-
cial said on Thursday. The
two-year-old tiger, on
Wednesday, walked into a
trap laid for herbivores and
broke off a piece of wood
to which a clutch cable
was fixed, after which it
climbed up a tree and got
entangled in the wire while
descending, as per initial
probe. "In an attempt to
free itself, the 200-kilo-
gram tiger died of suffoca-
tion. Two persons are being
questioned and search for
one person, who is the
prime accused, is under-
way," Chattarpur Range
Conservator of Forests
Sanjeev Jha told PTI.

Villager shot at
PPhhaaggwwaarraa:: A villager on
Thursday was shot at in
Panchhat here over an
old enmity, police said.
The injured was identi-
fied as Satpal, who runs
a wood shop in the vil-
lage, said Phagwara
Deputy Superintendent
of Police Jaspreet Singh.
He sustained a bullet
injury in his right hand,
the DSP said. Gopal and
Sahil of the same village
were allegedly involved
in the incident and have
been arrested, he said.
They used a country-
made pistol to fire at
Satpal, said police
adding that the weapon
and three cartridges
have been recovered
from them.

Chhattisgarh Assembly bypoll
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Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
with young supporters during the
party's Bharat Jodo Yatra, in Kota

district, Thursday.
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Ahmedabad/Shimla, Dec 08 (PTI):

Riding high on the charis-
ma of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the BJP on
Thursday retained power in
Gujarat for a record seventh
straight term pulverising
the opposition to secure the
biggest majority ever in the
state.

While the BJP set new
records in the home state of
Modi and Home Minister
Amit Shah with its "his-
toric" victory, it lost
Himachal Pradesh to the
Congress after a close fight
and the hill state continued
with the tradition of nearly
four decades of voting out
the incumbent party.
Congress leaders credited
its general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi for the
win which came as a boost

for the grand old party in
the home state of BJP
President JP Nadda. As
Modi continued to hold

sway over voters and ad-
dressed 31 election rallies in
Gujarat, the Bharatiya
Janata Party(BJP) crossed

the three-fourths majority
and in the process check-
mated the new entrant Aam
Aadmi Party(AAP) in trian-

gular contests and also
pushed the Congress down
to its all time low. Getting
support from all sections,
the BJP got 147 seats and
was leading in 9 in a House
of 182 garnering a vote
share of nearly 53 per cent
which was the highest for
any party in the western
state. Congress holds the all-
time record of 149 seats that
it had won in 1985 under the
leadership of Madhavsinh
Solanki. The BJP, which fo-
cused on a development
agenda and overcame anti-
incumbency yet again after
being in power for 27 years
without losing an election
since 1995, also equalled Left
Front's feat of seven consec-
utive terms in West Bengal.
The CPI(M)-led Front ruled
the eastern state for 34 years
from 1977 to 2011.

Kanker, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The ruling Congress in
Chhattisgarh on Thursday
won the Bhanupratappur
Assembly bypoll, retaining
the seat by defeating the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP).

The counting of votes for
the December 5 byelection
was held on Thursday.

With this, the opposition
BJP has suffered a fifth
successive defeat at the
hands of the ruling
Congress in the assembly
bypolls held after the 2018
Chhattisgarh elections.

Congress candidate
Savitri Mandavi won the
bypoll by a margin of
21,171 votes against her
nearest rival Brahmanand
Netam of the BJP, a poll of-
ficial here said. Mandavi

polled 65,479 votes, while
the BJP's Netam secured
44,308 votes, he said.
Former IPS officer Akbar
Ram Korram, who contest-
ed as an independent, gave
a spirited fight and polled
23,417 votes. A voter
turnout of 71.74 per cent
was recorded in the bypoll
to this seat, reserved for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) can-
didates and located in the
Maoist-affected Kanker
district. The byelection
was necessitated due to the
death of sitting Congress
MLA Manoj Singh
Mandavi. The grad old
party had fielded his wife.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said people of
Bhanupratappur put their
stamp of approval to the
works done by his govern-
ment in the last four years.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court said
on Thursday the col-
legium system of appoint-
ment of judges is the law
of the land and comments
against it are "not well
taken".

The apex court observed
that any law declared by it
is "binding" on all stake-
holders and the collegium
system must be followed.

The top court was hear-
ing a matter relating to al-
leged delay by the Centre
in clearing the names rec-
ommended by the col-
legium for appointment as
judges to constitutional
courts. Observing that
comments made on the
Supreme Court collegium
by the government func-
tionaries are "not well
taken", a bench headed by
Justice S K Kaul asked
Attorney General R
Venkataramani to advise
the government about it.

The collegium system
has become a major flash-
point between the
Supreme Court and the
central government, with
the mechanism of judges
appointing judges drawing

criticism from different
quarters.

Union Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju had on
November 25 launched a
fresh attack, saying the
collegium system is
"alien" to the Constitution.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices A S Oka
and Vikram Nath, said it
expects the Attorney
General to advise the gov-
ernment so the legal prin-
ciples laid down by the
apex court are followed.

It noted that 19 names
recommended by the col-
legium were recently sent
back by the government.

"How will this ping-pong
battle settle?" the bench
asked. "Till the collegium
system is there, till it is up-
held, we have to enforce it.
You want to bring another
law, nobody stops you from
bringing another law," it
said. The apex court said if
a section of the society
starts deciding which law
to follow and which not to
follow, then there will be a
breakdown. "When you lay
down a law, you expect the
courts to enforce it unless
the law is set aside," the
bench said.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

Parliament on Thursday
passed the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment Bill
which seeks better manage-
ment of protected areas and
also provides for certain per-
mitted activities like grazing
or movement of livestock
and bona fide use of drinking
and household water by local
communities.
The bill was passed in Rajya
Sabha by a voice vote. Lok
Sabha had cleared the legis-
lation in August during the
monsoon session.
The Wild Life (Protection)
Amendment Bill, 2021, which
had undergone scrutiny of a
parliamentary panel, seeks
to conserve and protect
wildlife through better man-
agement of protected areas
and rationalise schedules
which list out species under
the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972. According to the
statement of objects and
reasons of the bill, the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972,
was enacted to provide for
the protection of wild ani-
mals, birds and plants with a
view to ensure the ecological
and environmental security
of the country.

Collegium system law of
land, must be followed: SC

Parliament nod to
Wild Life

(Protection)
Amendment Bill

Congress retains tribal-reserved
Bhanupratappur seat

BJP retains Gujarat for a seventh
straight term; Congress bags Himachal

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: With the Congress winning the Himachal Pradesh elections on Thursday, party leaders
thanked the people of state for reposing faith in it and giving a clear mandate. "This victory is of all of
you. Thank you Himachal Pradesh," the party said in a tweet in Hindi from its official handle. The
Congress now will be in power in three states on its own and in as many others -- Jharkhand, Bihar Tamil
Nadu -- in alliance. Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi said, "Heartfelt thanks to the people of
Himachal Pradesh for this decisive victory. Hearty congratulations to all Congress workers and leaders.
Your hard work and dedication are truly behind this victory," he said in a tweet in Hindi. "I assure you
again, every promise made to the public will be fulfilled at the earliest," Gandhi added. Congress leader
and Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel said his party would protect its MLAs from the fear of
poaching by the BJP. Baghel was the party's senior observer for Himachal Pradesh.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: With the BJP headed to a record tally in Gujarat, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said Thursday he
was overcome with a lot of emotions on the "phenomenal election results". "People blessed politics of devel-
opment and at the same time expressed a desire that they want this momentum to continue at a greater
pace. I bow to Gujarat's Jan Shakti," he said in a tweet, thanking the people of his home state. Modi also laud-
ed party workers in the state, saying each of them is a champion. "This historic win would never be possible
without the exceptional hardwork of our Karyakartas, who are the real strength of our Party," he said.

Every promise made to public will be fulfilled: Rahul

Overcome with a lot of emotions: PM Modi 

Congress workers celebrates the party's victory in Himachal Pradesh Assembly
elections, in Kullu, Thursday.

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel celebrates his victory in the Gujarat
Assembly elections, at Ghatlodia in Ahmedabad district, Thursday.

Babuni Devi 

Bhilai: EWS 691 resi-
dent Babuni Devi, wife
of retired BSP employ-
ee Dayashankar
Tiwari, left for heaven-
ly abode at the age of 84
years on Thursday.
Last rites of the mortal
remains will be per-
formed at Ramnagar
Muktidham on
December 09 around
12:00 hrs. She was the
mother of Vijay
Tiwari, Ajay Tiwari,
Sanjay Tiwari and
Rajesh Tiwari.

OBITUARY

Mock Drill for NAAC visit
organised in St Thomas College
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088::  As per the upcom-
ing NAAC visit and inspection a
Mock Drill was organised in St
Thomas College, Bhilai on
December 02, 2022. Dr Sushil
Chandra Tiwari, Principal,
Government Girls College, Durg
was the Convener of this Drill.
The members of the team were
Dr Rajesh Pande, Principal, Govt
College, Utai and Dr GA
Ghanshyam from Higher
Education Department,
Chhattisgarh.

It is worth mentioning that
this year St Thomas College is
presenting all the achievements
of college in the fourth cycle of
NAAC inspection. In the college
educational, cultural, sports,
NSS, NCC, Women Cell, Eco Club
and other cells are conducting
continuous activities for the wel-
fare and development of stu-
dents. At the end of this one day
visit a grand cultural program

was presented by students of
the college. Finally Dr GA
Ghanshyam presented a brief
summary report of a daylong in-
spection and appreciated the
demonstration of all the depart-
ments and cells. He wished that
the college will get the excellent
grade in the upcoming NAAC
visit. Along with this he also pro-
vided valuable inputs for im-
provements in the presentation
of Principal as well as NCC, NSS
and Sports. Principal of college
Dr MG Roymon said that the col-

lege will definitely try to present
its best in front of the NAAC
team members. IQAC
Coordinator Dr Debjani
Mukherjee proposed the vote of
thanks towards the members of
mock visit for their important
suggestions and guidance. The
program was conducted by Dr
James Mathew, Head, PG
Department of Chemistry. On
this occasion heads of various
departments, other faculty
members, non teaching staff
and students were present.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088::  A mock drill in the
Extremely Hazardous Category
(MAH) was carried out in SAIL-
BSP's Propane Plant-I
Department in the morning
hours of Thursday. An employee
Gopai Das Manikpuri was report-
ed badly hurt due to an explo-
sion following propane gas leak.
Members of the department im-
mediately rescued the worker
and calls were made to Fire
Brigade for a fire tender and for
ambulance to take the injured to
Main Medical Post.

Information about the acci-
dent was simultaneously given

to Plant Control, Safety
Engineering, Civil Defence,
Environment Department,
Factory Manager, CISF Control,
CGM Utilities), CGM I/c (M & U),
Office of ED (Works), Office of
Director In charge (BSP). The
fire tender reached the accident
site in 2 minutes and the ambu-
lance reached in 6 minutes. The
injured person was sent to the
Main Medical Post for treat-
ment, the fire was controlled and
the gas leak was immediately
stopped. All the five employees
present in the area were safely
evacuated out of the workplace.
The situation was normalized in
10 minutes, and work operation

restarted, thereby ensuring that
Bhilai Steel Plant does not suffer
any loss. During the mock drill
review meeting, Departmental
Security Officer PD Sundarani
said that Propane is a non-toxic
gas, which does not pose risk as
a gas hazard, but is a highly ex-
plosive gas. RP Ahirwar, HoD &
General Manager (Propane
Plant) stated that Mock drill ex-
ercises inculcate in employees
safety habits which keeps the in-
dividual alert and active all the
time. Ahirwar shared that all the
mandatory parameters of the
Extremely Dangerous Category
(MAH) Statutory Parameters are
completed on time in the depart-

ment. Sorte, CGM (Utilities),
while appreciating the mock drill
methodology emphasized on
maintaining continuity.

In order to deal with this diffi-
cult situation, KR Chourendra,
Dhansai Sahu, Jagan Mood,
Mohan Bisai, Chhote Lal, Sanjay
Prasad, Pardesi Ram Dewangan,
Nandi Keshwar, Vaibhav Sahu
worked tirelessly. On getting in-
formation about this incident,
VPS Dhama, Deputy CFO, Safety
Engineering Department, JL
Meshram, Manager (Civil
Defence), and Swatantra Kumar
Tamarkar from Civil Defence etc
reached the department premis-
es immediately.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: The ongo-
ing Army Recruitment
Rally for Agniveer is wit-
nessing unprecedented
enthusiasm in Durg dis-
trict. A large number of
youths are reaching the
army recruitment venue
to show their capabilities.

On Thursday, 4700
youths had registered, out
of which 2956 youths
came to participate in the
recruitment rally. Apart
from this, the recruitment
process of Nursing
Attendant will begin from
December 10 to December
12.

It needs to be men-

tioned here that the
arrangements for the stay
and food of these youths
have been made by the ad-
ministration and continu-
ous monitoring of all the
arrangements is being
done. Giving information
in this regard, Deputy
Director (Manpower
Planning) Rajkumar

Kurre said that all the
problems of the youth are
being resolved through
the control room.

Nodal officers are con-
tinuously monitoring the
situation. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena is also regularly
visiting the army recruit-
ment venue.

PLEM facilitates additional supply of compressed
air to enhance performance of SP 3

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088:: In yet another
measure taken by auxillary
shops and departments to en-
sure smooth production by main
shops, Pipeline Erection
Maintenance Department or
PLEM has laid a 800 metre long
pipeline of 800 mm diameter to
ensure additional supply of com-
pressed air to Sinter Plant 3.

Choking of iron ore in
Package 2 area of Sinter Plant 3
was hindering supply of ore
from sinter machine, thereby
hampering production. With
joint efforts by PLEM Dept and
SP 3, the job of laying 800 metre
long pipeline of 800 mm diame-
ter was carried out under the
leadership of SK Deshpande,
Senor Manager (PLEM). The
new pipeline was commissioned
on December 06, 2022 by GA
Sorte, CGM (Utilities) and AK
Dutta, CGM (SP 3). The laying of
new pipeline that would en-

hance supply of compressed air
would not only ensure continu-
ous availability and unhindered
operations but will also save
time taken for lime unloading. In
his address during commission-
ing, Venkatesh Babu, GM and
HoD of PLEM congratulated em-
ployees and contract workers
involved in completion of the job
and urged them to continue
working with the same spirit of

teamwork. Among others pres-
ent on the occasion were MR
Sharif, GM (SP 3), AK Bedekar,
GM (SP 3), SK Sarangi, Senior
Manager (PLEM), PC Verma,
Assistant Manager (PLEM), KK
Kannouje, Assistant Manager
(PLEM), Madhav Rao,
Vivekakand Sur, Roop Singh,
Vijay Kumar Sori and other
members of both PLEM and SP
3 team.

Conduct random checking for proper
assessment of property tax: Dr Tamboli

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: On
Thursday, Urban
Administration and
Development Director Dr
Tamboli Ayyaz Fakirbhai
chaired a meeting of the
Commissioners of the
Municipal Corporations.
In the review meeting, in-
tensive discussion was
held regarding the works
related to property tax col-
lection, revenue collection,
building permission, auc-
tion, change in rates and
infrastructure.

Dr Tamboli empha-
sized on bringing practi-
cal solutions in his work-
ing style to increase the
revenue. He spoke about
finding the cause of the
problem and finding al-
ternatives to solve the

problem. From the point
of view of citizen conven-
ience, he spoke about de-
veloping an online system
so that citizens can take
advantage of the facilities
while sitting at home. He
ordered the concerned
authorities not to renew
the lease of dilapidated
shops.

Dr Tamboli directed the
officers for regular moni-
toring and assessment of
the property tax. He in-
structed to conduct spot
visits to cross check the
data with the actual situa-
tion. Random checking
will help in proper assess-
ment of property tax.
This initiative will un-
doubtedly lead to better
results in property tax.

Dr Tamboli directed the
concerned officers to cut

the plots of land on the
basis of a well-planned
layout. He spoke about fix-
ing plots of different sizes
for all classes, so that peo-
ple of all income groups
can choose a plot accord-
ing to their convenience
and income. He said that
people of all income cate-
gories would be able to
easily invest in houses

with the mix size plots. He
also spoke about making a
joint team according to
the area and doing inspec-
tions for the land so that
the needs of all sections
could be taken care of.

Apart from this, the
progress of work against
the funds released for
road repair, means of in-
creasing income, income

received from the assets of
the body, regularization
process of unauthorized
building construction, on-
line building permission,
progress of STP construc-
tion, process of tender re-
garding land of Bhilai
SADA, appointment of
town planner and allot-
ment of buildings under
PMY were also discussed.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, Bhilai
Corporation Commissioner
Rohit Vyas, Commissioner
in-charge of Durg
Corporation Laxman
Tiwari, Joint Director SK
Sundarani, Chief Engineer
UK Dhalendra, Risali
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, CMO Lokesh
Chandrakar and other offi-
cers and employees were
present.

Magisterial 
probe ordered on 
prisoner’s death

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: District
Collector has issued or-
ders for conducting a
magisterial probe over
the death of a prisoner.
Gudwa alias Basant (32)
son of Raju alias
Surendra Nath, a resi-
dent of New
Santoshipara, Camp-2
was serving imprison-
ment at Central Jail in
Durg.

Following his untime-
ly death, Collector and
District Magistrate
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena has appointed
S u b - D i v i s i o n a l
M a g i s t r a t e
Chhawani/Bhilai as the
inquiry officer for the
magisterial inquiry into

the death of the prisoner.
The report will be sub-
mitted by the inquiry of-
ficer after conducting a
detailed inquiry. Some of
the angles to be explored
by the Investigation
Officer include whether
the sentenced prisoner
was suffering from any
serious illness, whether
adequate medical care
was provided to the pris-
oner in time; under
what circumstances the
prisoner died, whether
the jail superinten-
dent/employee is re-
sponsible for the death
of the prisoner, whether
this incident could have
been avoided, etc. The
investigating officer can
investigate other appro-
priate points also.

Kavre inspects govt offices of Gandai subdivision
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 08: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre conducted a sur-
prise inspection of the rev-
enue offices of Gandai
subdivision under
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chhuikhadan-Gandai dis-
trict the other day. During
the inspection, he instruct-
ed the officials for quick
disposal of 105 pending
court cases in the Gandai
sub-divisional office. He
expressed displeasure
after finding over 196
pending cases in the
Tehsildar office of Gandai.
He instructed the con-
cerned officer for quick
disposal of the cases.
Along with this, he direct-
ed to send the files of dis-
posed of cases in the
record room. Kavre issued
a show cause notice to the
concerned employee
Manglesh Kumar Namdev
for not registering 02 cases
online during the investi-

gation of pending cases in
the court and also in-
structed to register all rev-
enue cases online compul-
sorily. The Divisional
Commissioner also gave
instructions to keep name-
plates on the tables of all
the employees compulsori-
ly.

During the discussion
with the general public in
the office premises, the
Divisional Commissioner

Kavre interacted with the
villager Mukesh Singh
Thakur regarding his
problem. He replied that
cases related to partition
are pending in the office,
on which Kavre instructed
the concerned officer to
take immediate action.
Along with this, he inter-
acted with the advocates of
Gandai regarding the dis-
posal of court cases. The
advocates expressed satis-

faction in the disposal of
court cases.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre inspected the paddy
procurement centres in
K h a i r a g a r h - G a n d a i -
Chhuikhadan, Bemetara
and Durg districts. Kavre
reached Gandai, a pro-
curement center of
K h a i r a g a r h - G a n d a i -
Chhuikhadan district, and
interacted with the farm-

ers who had reached for
the sale of paddy. He asked
them regarding the facili-
ties available at the center.
He further asked about the
process of token distribu-
tion. Rajeev Yadav, a
farmer from Pandariya
village, said that farmers
are getting a lot of benefit
from the facility of online
tokens as it is saving their
time. The branch in-
charge and the farmers in-

formed that presently
many farmers are taking
tokens through the online
token facility. Divisional
Commissioner expressed
satisfaction over this facil-
ity. Kavre checked the hu-
midity of paddy with the
hygrometer machine and
directed the officers and
branch in-charge Gandai -
Jagdish Janghel to ensure
the payment to the farm-
ers within 48 hours as per
the instructions of the
government. He further
instructed the officials to
make data entry on the
same day.

During the inspection of
the paddy procurement
center in Hanaiban, he
found that a huge quantity
of paddy was accumulated
due to delay in lifting. He
instructed the sub divi-
sional officer Renuka
Ratre and branch in-
charge Rupnarayan to en-
sure immediate lifting of
paddy and submit its re-
port within 24 hours.
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2956 youth appear on eighth day Kosre performs bhoomipujan for development works 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0088::  Bhilai Charoda
Mayor Nirmal Kosre performed
bhoomipujan for development
works worth lakhs in 10 wards
of Bhilai-Charoda Municipal
Corporation. In his address,
Kosre said that the conditions of
the wards of Bhilai-Charoda are
improving due to the ongoing
development works for the last
one year. In the coming days,
the public sentiments will be
honoured by increasing the
pace of development works.

Mayor Nirmal Kosre started
the bhoomipujan program from
the Tehsil office. Here, he con-
ducted the rituals for the con-
struction of boundary wall at a
cost of Rs 19.91 lakh.
Thereafter, he participated in
programmes at different wards.
The projects include RC road
and drain in Ward 01 Indira
Nagar Hathkhoj with expendi-

ture of Rs 8 lakh, RC drain in
Ward 02 Hathkhoj Basti etc.

In this series, pipeline expan-
sion in Ward 04 Jarwai with Rs 5
lakh and CC road construction
with Rs 3 lakh, Sahu Bhavan
with Rs 5 lakh in Ward 05 Dadar,
CC road and drain with expendi-
ture of Rs 8 lakh, Pipeline ex-
pansion and CC road worth Rs 6
lakh at Umda, CC road at Ward
21 Charoda Basti with expendi-

ture of Rs 8 lakh, canal culvert
widening and CC road at Ward
22 Charoda Bhatha with Rs 8
lakh and CC Road construction
with Rs 8 lakh at Ward 31
Devbaloda.  Mayor Nirmal
Kosre, honouring the demands
of the citizens, announced bor-
ing wells in Ward 03 Hathkhoj
Basti and Ward 31 Devbaloda
and Joda Jaitkham construction
and installation of steel railings

in Ward 22 Dadar.
SDM Jageshwar Kumar

Kaushal, Tehsildar
Chandrashekhar Mandai, MIC
members Santoshi Nishad,
Deepti Verma, Mohan Sahu, Dev
Kumari Bhalavi, S Venkat
Ramana, Ishwar Sahu, M Johny,
Manoj Dahariya, Councilor Dey
Saheb Verma, Tenendra Thakre,
Thameshwari Sahu, Bhupendra
Verma, Rakesh Banchor, Sanjay
Yadav, Nisha Yadav, Lalit Yadav,
Ravindra Harpal, Deputy
Engineer Mukesh Ratre, Victor
Verma, Former Councilor Ashish
Verma, Bahlram Sahu, Block
Congress General Secretary
Pappu Chandrakar, Youth
Congress leader Asfaq Ahmed,
Indrajit Yadav, Yuvraj Kashyap,
Vinod Sahu, Rakesh Govind
Verma, Sharad Yadav,
Hukumchand Verma, Deepak
Tandon, Saraswati Verma, Vimla
Kosaria, Anil Sinha, Vinod
Nishad and others were present.

Mock drill at BSP’s Propane Plant 1



Geneva appreciates Ch’garh’s health services

Raipur, Dec 08:
Chhattisgarh’s health
services have been appre-
ciated at the headquarters
of the World Health
Organization (WHO) situ-
ated in Geneva. Bastar’s
health services were show-
cased at India’s stall in the
two-day International
Conference organized by
the World Health
Organization on the theme
‘Human Resource for
Health’ on December 6 and
7. The stall showcased how
health facilities are being
provided in remote areas
of Chhattisgarh. A docu-
mentary on the
Mukhyamantri Haat-
Bazar Clinic Yojana pro-
duced by the World Health
Organization was also

screened at the conference.
Chhattisgarh’s health
services have got the dis-
tinction of representing
the country in the global
conference.

At the international con-
ference held in Geneva,
India’s stall showcased
how better health facilities
are being provided in
Bastar with limited
human resources. A spe-
cial place at the stall was
given to the health workers
and officers providing
health services in Bastar.

Life-size cutouts of the
Community Health Officer
of Tudparas Health and
Wellness Center Anju
Khare and Mitanin of
Chitlanka Shanti Sethia
both belonging to the
Dantewada district were
installed at the conference.
Dr. Roderico Ofrin was the
representative of India at
the conference.

‘Mukhyamantri Haat-
Bazar Clinic Yojana’ of
Chhattisgarh has been
praised globally by the
World Health

Organization. WHO has
also prepared a documen-
tary film on this scheme of
Chhattisgarh government,
which has covered the
health facilities provided
to the people in the villages
of forest areas and remote
areas. Recently, this docu-
mentary was released at
the residence office of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in the presence of
Health Minister T.S. Singh
Deo. The film was also
screened at a global confer-
ence held in Geneva.

Chairman of Yoga Commission
Gyanesh Sharma inaugurates

CBSE Yoga Championship

Raipur, Dec 08:
Chhattisgarh Commission
Chairman Mr. Gyanesh
Sharma inaugurated the
CBSE Yoga Championship
2022 East Zone at Mother’s
Pride Senior Secondary
School, Khamaria Patan,
Durg district on
Wednesday. A grand and
colorful cultural program

was presented by the stu-
dents of the school in the
opening ceremony. Special
guest on this occasion Dr.
Rajeev Chaudhary, Dean
DSW RSU, Principal Dr.
Uma Tiwari, participating
students from different
states including  coach
and observer referee were
present.

Twenty two satta
operators arrested

Raipur, Dec 08: Police
have arrested 22 satta oper-
ators from different places
and recovered cash
amounting to Rs 53,705
along with satta plates from
their possession.

According to police twen-
ty two satta operators were
arrested from Kharora,
Tilda Nevra, Gudiyari,
Khamhardih, Tikrapara,
Azad Chowk, Telibandha,
Kotwali, Gol Bazar, Purani
Basti and Navapara.
Arrested satta operators
are 26-year old
Purushottam Yadav (resi-
dent of ward-10
Loharpara), Suraj Sahu
aged 24, resident of ward 22
Tilda Basti, 23-year old
Pradum Yadav, resident of
Kota Saraswati, 40-year old
Vishnu Sahu, resident of
Chhota Ramnagar, 30-year
old Sanjay Sontek, resident
of Gudiyari near Shitala
Mandir, Sonu Tandon aged
45 years resident of Kaling
Nagar Gudiyari, Vijay
Mahilang, aged 40 years
resident of Parvati Nagar

Satnami Chowk,
Shatrughan Soni aged 40
years resident of Santoshi
Nagar, Uddhav Jal aged 28
years resident of
Badhaipara, Rupesh Rao
aged 23 years resident of
Gokul Nagar, Rakesh
Kannouje aged 40 years res-
ident of Kashiram Nagar,
Imran Khan aged 35 years
resident of Nehru Nagar,
Naresh Tandi aged 23 years
resident of Gandhi Nagar,
Rizwan Khan aged 45 years
resident of Gol Bazar,
Pappu Soni, aged 30 years
resident of BSUP Colony
Bhathagaon, Shiv Kumar
Potta aged 49 years resident
of Kashiram Nagar, Harish
Sona, aged 25 years resident
of Gadapara ward no 8
Gobranavapara, Badal
Sahni aged 21 years resi-
dent of Kodipara
Gobranavapara, Dilip
Satnami aged 25 years resi-
dent of Gadapara, 28-year
old resident of Gadapara,
Raja Rao aged 40 years,
Raja Sona aged 20 years,
resident of Gobranavapara.

Chief Minister Mitan Yojana: 41,000 people book
appointments to get necessary documents at home

Raipur, Dec 08: Under
the Chhattisgarh
Government’s Chief
Minister Mitan Yojana,
government facilities are
being provided to people
sitting at home in urban
areas. Under the scheme,
so far about 41,000 govern-
ment documents have
been booked for citizens
to get their home. Under
this scheme, document re-
lated information is being
provided to residents on
toll free number 14545.
Residents can get infor-
mation on obtaining gov-
ernment documents on
this toll free number.
Under the direction of
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel and by
the Municipal
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
D e v e l o p m e n t

Department, the Home
Access Service ‘Mukhya
Mantri Mitan Yojana’ was
started from  May 01, 2022
in all the 14 Municipal
Corporations of the state.
Among the services pro-
vided under Mitan
Scheme are Native
Certificate, Scheduled

Caste, Scheduled Tribe
Certificate, Other
Backward Class
Certificate, Income
Certificate, Copy of Land
Record, Land Information
(Bhoomi Upyog), Death
Certificate, Marriage
Registration and
Certificate, birth certifi-

cate, birth certificate cor-
rection and shop and es-
tablishment registration
related documents can be
obtained from Mitan
Seva. Similarly, correc-
tion of death certificate,
and marriage certificate,
registration of Aadhaar
card, correction of ad-
dress and mobile number
in Aadhaar card (of chil-
dren up to 5 years) can be
obtained from Mitan Seva
at home. This service
saves people labour, time
and money as well as
eliminating the need to
visit government offices
to obtain certificates. In
fact, in Chhattisgarh, the
citizen facilities have
been extended by Mitan
scheme and the facilities
are becoming easier with
the services of Mitan.

3-Day Steel & Power National Expo from today
Raipur, Dec 08: Indore
Infoline Pvt. Ltd. is organ-
ising 3 Days National
EXPO (Steel & Power),
Raipur at Science College
ground, Raipur. The Expo
is supported by Urla
Industries Association,
Raipur. The National expo
is also approved by
MSME, Ministry
Government of India and
providing subsidy to par-
ticipants upto 100% as per
guidelines, said RK
Agrawal, Managing
Director, Indore Infoline
Pvt Ltd while speaking to
the scribes here.

Nearly 10,000 visitors
are expected to visit com-
ing from across the coun-
try. The Expo will benefit
the industries of Raipur
and Chhattisgarh with lat-
est technology exposure to
local industries. This Expo
will provide a great oppor-

tunity for networking of
MSME sector. Mr Agarwal
said that this year focus is
on green energy and solar
power energy. Visitors will
get the latest information
of solar power plants. The
exhibition will showcase
15000 units of various in-
dustrial products, the
biggest ever in the city
and Chhattisgarh. The
gross value of these prod-
ucts on display may cross

Rs 40 crore. Through this
exhibition we are confi-
dent of registering sales
worth Rs.100 crore over a
period of next one year,
said Mr RK Agrawal.
More than 100 exhibitors
from across the country
and from cities like
Raipur, Bhilai, Mumbai,
Bangalore, Chennai, New
Delhi, Kolkata and
Hyderabad are showcas-
ing their products like in-
dustrial automation, cool-
ing towers, machine tools,
bearings, switchgears,
welding equipment’s,
power tools, hand tools,
cutting tools, scientific
equipment, lab equip-
ment, Pre Engineering
materials, material han-
dling products, safety
products, maintenance
products and many more
products. Many leading
companies like Metal

Power, Cheema Boilers,
Deep Pneumatics, Wendt
India, Ingersol Rand,
R K . E n g i n e e r i n g ,
Hindustan Pipes, Control
Techniques, JR Seamless,
Wesman, Grcenworld„
Electromech, Transrect,
Jain Bearings, Varalka,
Inforob, Satyam, MR
Organsiation and many
big names are participat-
ing in this expo. Leading
National and
International participants
are taking part in the
Expo and displaying their
products. This year we are
organizing B2B meeting
between suppliers, manu-
facturers and dealers, dis-
tributors. stockists, inte-
grators on the venue. This
will open new opportunity
of business in the city.
The Expo is opened 11-7
pm daily and entry is free
for all visitors.

‘Install Veer Narayan Singh’s
statue with proper dignity’ 

Raipur, Dec 08: Adivasi
Congress District President
Bhavani Markam through a
release has criticized the
place selected for the instal-
lation of Martyr’s Veer
Narayan Singh’s statue at
Jai Stambh Chowk. He men-
tioned that statue is being
installed inside the bound-
ary of public toilet which is
not acceptable to Adivasi

Congress. He demanded
that the statue must be in-
stalled at a place outside the
boundary wall of public toi-
let. He added, a delegation
of Adivasi Congress will
soon meet CM Bhupesh
Baghel in this regard and
covey their concern. The
members of Adivasi
Congress present on this oc-
casion were Tushar Thakur,
Shyamu Netam, Lakshu
Netam, Anand Thakur and
others.

Nat’l conference on ‘Advances
in Chemical and Environmental

Sciences’ from today

Raipur, Dec 08: As part of
Golden Jubilee Year of
School of Studies in
Chemistry of Pt RSU, a na-
tional conference on
‘Advances in Chemical and
Environmental Sciences’ is
scheduled on December
09 from 10:30 am at Sir
CV Raman Hall,
Science Block, Pt
Ravishankar University
Raipur. (Prof) Dr Nitin
Nagarkar Director and
CEO AIIMS Raipur will be
the chief guest while Prof
Tarasankar Pal KIT
Bhubaneswar Odisha and
Prof Keshari Lal Verma
Vice Chancellor, Pt RSU

Raipur will be present as
guest of honour. In this
conference about 150 youth
scientists, research schol-
ars and M.Sc students will
take part.

This two-day conference
will witness participation
and lecture by famous sci-
entists which include Dr
Anjali Pal, IIT Kharagpur,
Dr Surya Prakash Singh,
IICT Hyderabad, Dr
Vishwaroop Chakravorty
IIT New Delhi, Dr Hirak
Chakraborty from
Sambalpur University, Prof
Nandkishore Karare from
Nagpur University and oth-
ers, informs Prof Kalol K
Ghosh, Head of School of
Studies in Chemistry and
Chairman of organizing
committee.

Cow dung procurement by Gauthans with their
own capita signifies a huge success of GNY: CM

Raipur, Dec 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that Gauthans
procuring dung with their
own capital is a major sign
of success for Godhan
Nyay Yojana. More than
half of the Gauthans in
the rural areas of the state
are procuring cow dung
from their own resources,
and do not need the funds
from state government
any more. Out of the Rs
4.62 cr paid to the cow
dung vendors today, Rs
2.88 cr has been paid by
4270 self-supporting
Gauthans and Rs 1.74 cr
has been paid by the
Agriculture Department.
In the last fortnight, self-
supporting Gauthans of
the state have paid more
amount against dung pro-
curement than the
Agriculture Department.
So far, the self-supporting
Gauthans of the state have
procured dung worth Rs
29.61 cr from their own re-
sources.

CM Baghel was address-
ing the virtual program
organized at his residence
office today for the trans-
fer of funds to the benefici-
aries of Godhan Nyaya
Yojana (GNY). Chief
Minister made an online
payment of Rs 7.83 cr to
the beneficiaries in the
programme, for the cow
dung procured from cattle
rearers, villagers, farmers

and landless people in
Gauthans between
November 16 -30. In lieu of
cow dung, an amount of
Rs 4.62 cr was transferred
online to the accounts of
dung vendors, Rs 1.28 cr
was transferred to
Gauthan committees and
Rs 1.93 cr was transferred
as dividend to the ac-
counts of women groups.
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Managing Director of
Godhan Nyay Mission Dr.
Ayyaz Tamboli, Mission
Director of State Rural
Livelihood Mission
Avnish Sharan, Gaurav
Kumar Singh, Joint
Secretary, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department was also pres-
ent.
Make a beller machine
available to each of the

Gauthans
On this occasion, CM

said that the youth and
women of the state are
playing an important role
in realizing the vision of
‘Gadhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh’. Youth and
women are being included
in the activities of Rural
Industrial Parks, to pro-
vide them a good source of
employment and income.

Baghel said that the farm-
ers should be encouraged
to donate hay, as the
arrangement of water and
fodder in gauthans will
prevent the cattle from
roaming on the farms and
roads. He instructed the of-
ficers to make beller ma-
chine available in gau-
thans for preparing para
bundles. Chief Minister
further said that the high
on demand products
should be prepared in
Rural Industrial Park on a
priority basis.

In this context, Chief
Minister shared that dur-
ing the Bhent-Mulaqat
visit to Rajim assembly
constituency, a woman
told him that she has
earned Rs 4 lakh by print-
ing in sacks used for vermi
compost. Baghel said that
youth and women should
be trained to prepare good
products. He said that in
the near future, Rural
Industrial Park will be-
come a strong foundation
of our rural economy. CM
said that the amount paid
in lieu of cow dung is con-
tinuously increasing.
People are taking care of
cows, understanding the
importance of cow dung
and vermi compost.
During the Bhent-Mulaqat
visit, some Gauthan com-
mittees had demanded
construction of a shed so
that they may conduct eco-
nomic activities from their

own funds.
Agriculture Minister

Ravindra Choubey said
that so far 11,252 Gauthans
have been approved in the
state, and construction of
9,619 of these Gauthans
have been built. And 8440
of these Gauthans have
been built in rural areas.
Moreover, 4270 of these
Gauthans have become
self-supporting. The pro-
duction and distribution
of vermi compost is being
done with the coordina-
tion of various depart-
ments. Soon, the produc-
tion of vermi compost will
be started on a large scale
in Chhattisgarh. He said
that RIPA’s activities will
be further expanded with
the participation of youth.

Managing Director of
GNY Dr. Ayyaz Tamboli
said that since the intro-
duction of Godhan Nyay
Yojana, Rs 188.45 cr has
been paid in lieu of dung
procurement, and
Gauthan Committees and
Women Self Help Groups
have been paid an amount
of Rs 170.05 cr as dividend.
He informed that till now
19.82 lakh quintals of
vermi compost has been
produced in the Gauthans
and 16.24 lakh quintals of
the vermi compost pro-
duced has been sold. Dr.
Tamboli informed that so
far 2.25 lakh quintals of
hay has been received as
donation in the gauthans.

Need to save winning HP MLAs
from horse-trading: CM

Raipur, Dec 08: On
party’s victory in
Himachal Pradesh VS
polls, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the victorious MLAs from
party have to be saved
from horse-trading , as the
BJP can do anything to
come to power.

It is notable here that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has been appointed
as the senior observer for
HP Vidhan Sabha poll. He
denied the speculations
that the newly elected

Congress MLAs of
Himachal Pradesh (HP)
can be shifted to
Chhattisgarh.

Speaking to media per-
sons before leaving for
Chandigarh in the after-
noon, CM denied chances
of shifting of elected HP
MLAs to Chhattisgarh
and clarified that they
will not be brought to
Raipur. Still we have to

keep the party MLAs safe,
as BJP can go to any ex-
tent, he added. Baghel
termed Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as ‘B’ team of BJP.

On victory of party’s
candidate Savitri
Mandavi in
Bhanupratappur by-poll,
CM said that the results
shows faith and confi-
dence of people on
Congress and added that
the voters have put their
seal on the works carried
out by deceased MLA Late
Manoj Mandavi. BJP had
to struggle a lot to remain
in second-third position.

CM through a Tweet ex-
pressed gratitude towards
the voters of
Bhanupratappur region
and said that the party
has won the 5th by-poll in

the state and extended
greetings to the party
workers and leaders for
working day and night
and PCC Chief Mohan
Markam for the party’s
victory. In addition to this
he said that the ex-CM
Raman Singh has been
calling him by different
names, but in reality it is
the people who are the
Lion, as they take the last
share and have shown
their true inclination and
confidence towards
Congress. It is for this rea-
son that the BJP was seen
struggling for second or
third position. BJP had
put in its biggest election
manager for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
and despite all this the re-
sults are before all.
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Dantewada gets special
attention at the health
conference held in
Geneva

At the conference India’s
stall displayed Bastar’s
health services

150 young scientists to
participate

More than half of the
Gauthans of the state
are now procuring cow
dung from their own
resources

CM made an online
transfer of Rs 7.83 cr as
the 57th installment of
GNY to the accounts of
the beneficiaries

Not likely to be shifted
to Ch’garh

Voters have put seal on
Mandavi’s works in
Bhanupratappur

At Jai Stambh Chowk

Chairman BDA inaugurates div-level Ch’garhia Olympics

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  0088::  The two-day
divisional-level Chhattisgarhia
Olympics was inaugurated on
Wednesday by Lakheshwar
Baghel, President of Bastar Area
Tribal Development Authority, at
Lalbagh Ground in Jagdalpur. On
this occasion, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain,
Chairman of Bastar Handicrafts
Development Board Chandan
Kashyap, Chairman of Indravati
Development Authority Rajeev
Sharma, Mayor Safira Sahu,
President of Municipal

Corporation Kavita Sahu,
Collector Chandan Kumar, SSP
Jitendra Meena, members of
District Panchayat were present.
CEO Prakash Sarve, Dy Comm.
BS Sidar, Municipal
Commissioner Dinesh Nag,
District Sports Officer Rajendra
Dekate along with public repre-
sentatives and players from
across the division were present.
The guests also displayed their
talent in traditional sports by
playing ‘gilli-danda’ and
‘Bhanwara’ on the occasion.

About 2000 players will show
their skills in 14 different tradi-
tional sports for two consecutive
days in the Chhattisgarhi
Olympics being held at Lalbagh
Maidan.

On this occasion, Chairman
BDA Lakheshwar Baghel said
that hosting the divisional-level
Chhattisgarh Olympics is defi-
nitely a matter of pride for
Jagdalpur. After winning at vari-
ous levels, all the players have
arrived from across the division
to show their mettle in the divi-
sional level games. The players
who emerge victorious in the
two-day long competition will
get an opportunity to participate
in the state level competition. He
said that there is no dearth of
talent in the players of Bastar
and they will certainly bring lau-
rels to Bastar by performing well
in the competitions organized at
the state level. 

Nakti Semra Sarpanch,
Dy Sarpanch enter Cong 

Jagdalpur, Dec 08:
Impressed by the policies
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and the
works of Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain, Nakti Semra
Sarpanch and Deputy
Sarpanch joined Congress
fold here on Wednesday.
MLA Jagdalpur
Rekhchand Jain wel-
comed Sarpanch
Dushasan Nag and Deputy
Sarpanch Gomti Bharti
entry into Congress by
presenting them with
party’s stole.

After entering the
Congress, Sarpanch
Dushasan Nag said that he
is entering the Congress
after being influenced by
the public welfare policies
of the CM Bhupesh
Baghel and the works of
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain. Deputy
Sarpanch Gomti Bharti
said that as many develop-
ment works are being
done in the Congress gov-
ernment, that much work
was not done even in the
fifteen years of the BJP.
Today, roads, bridges, ra-
tion shops in every village,
tap water in every house
and Mata Gudi, the center

of faith, are being renovat-
ed, impressed by these
works, she is entering the
Congress.

MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain expressed
happiness over the entry of
Sarpanch and Deputy
Sarpanch into the
Congress fold and said that
the party will be further
strengthened on entry of
Nakati Semra Sarpanch
and Deputy Sarpanch into
Congress. He expressed
hope that the sarpanch
and deputy sarpanch
would work according to
the policy of the Congress.

On this occasion,
District Member Jyoti Rao
Naidu, Sarpanch Adawal
Jayanti Kashyap, Block
President Virendra Sahni,
City District Congress
Committee General
Secretary Gournath Nag,
Councilor Surya Pani,
Deputy Sarpanch Adawal
Amit Das, along with MLA
Jagdalpur Rekhchand
Jain, were present on the
occasion. District
President Awadhesh Jha,
State General Secretary of
INTUC Congress Vijay
Singh, along with a large
number of villagers were
present.

Action on DJ operator under Noise Act
Jagdalpur, Dec 08:
Continuous action is being
taken against anti-social
elements under the guid-
ance of DIG and SSP
Jitendra Singh Meena. In
the context of which ac-
tion has been taken
against the DJ operator in
the city under the Noise
Pollution Act. It may be
noted that on the night of
December 6 in Jagdalpur
city, during a wedding cer-
emony at Mahadev Ghat,
information was received
that the DJ sound system
was playing very loudly.
On which a team under
the leadership of Station

House Officer Inspector
Eman Sahu was sent to the
spot to verify the informa-
tion. The team reached the
spot and found the infor-
mation received to be cor-
rect.

According to the inter-
pretation, on inquiring
with the main person play-
ing sound system at
Mahadev Ghat, disclosed
his name as Dhanendra
Singh Thakur, S/o late
Surendra Singh Thakur,
Age 23, R/o Power House
Chowk, Vijay Ward,
Jagdalpur. In defiance of
the instructions of the
High Court, DJ was found

playing too loud a sound
system late in the night. 1
nos amplifier, 2 nos sound
system box were seized
from DJ operator (sound
system) and brought to
Kotwali. The police have
registered an offense
against the accused under
section 291 IPC, 4,5,15 CG
Noise Act, the accused has
been arrested.

It should be known that
in the city, often after the
scheduled time, the noise
of DJ can be heard. The
residents of the city are
very upset with the DJ
playing arbitrarily by
keeping the noise act in

check. In this case, the peo-
ple living near the main
roads have to face lots of
problems. The sound of
the DJ is also very high
than the prescribed stan-
dards set. Vibration with
loud sound is very harm-
ful for old people. Almost
all the DJ operators in the
city operate DJ at a much
higher volume than the
prescribed sound. The res-
idents of the city had
needed this action of the
police for a long time.
Especially for the people
living near the  Main
Road, the DJ was causing
trouble.

CM contributes for the welfare
of soldiers on Army Flag Day

Raipur, Dec 08: Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
contributed for the welfare
of the soldiers on the occa-
sion of Armed Forces Flag
Day on Wednesday,
December 7th.

Director of Chhattisgarh
Sainik Welfare Board,
Vivek Sharma, Brigadier
(Vishisht Seva Mandal)
met Chief Minister Mr.
Baghel on Wednesday
morning at the rest house

in Gariaband district of
the state. On this occasion,
Brigadier Sharma pinned
the symbolic flag to Chief
Minister Baghel and  re-
ceived the contribution
amount.

Chief Minister Baghel
expressed gratitude to the
brave soldiers of the coun-
try and their families on
Armed Forces Flag Day.
Baghel has said in his mes-
sage that the Armed Forces
Flag Day is a symbol of the
pious feeling of realizing
our responsibilities to-
wards the brave soldiers of
our country and their fami-
lies and contributing to-
wards it.

Hike in gold and silver price
due to the marriage season

Raipur, Dec 08: Due to
the impact of the interna-
tional market as well as in-
creased demand in the
wedding season, the prices
of gold and silver contin-
ued to rise. Gold has be-
come expensive by Rs 750
in the last six days. At the
same time, the price of sil-
ver has also increased by
Rs 1200. The prices of Gold
per ten grams (standard)

in Raipur bullion market
was Rs 53550 and silver
was Rs 62800 per kg on
Wednesday. The prices of
Gold (22carat - Rs 49100
and 20 carat- Rs 44,800 per
10 gms). Earlier on
November 30, gold was Rs
52800 per ten grams (stan-
dard) and silver was Rs
61000 per kg. Bullion
traders said that both the
precious metals will con-

tinue to fluctuate in this
way. Harakh Malu, former
president of Raipur
Bullion Association, said
that that there will be ups
and downs in bullion mar-
ket. Now this is the best
time to purchase orna-
ments for wedding season.
This year the bullion busi-
ness was very good as
compared to last year, he
added. According to
traders, compared to
November 2021, the bul-
lion trade in November
2022 is 15 percent more
this year. Bullion show-
rooms in the city has dis-
played new range of jewel-
ery as per the choice of the
consumers. Along with
this, there is a collection of
lightweight jewelry and
traditional and new fash-
ionable jewelry. Silver
coins is also on display as
per the choice of the cus-
tomers.

Major role of diagnosis machines in providing
better health services: Singh Deo

Raipur, Dec 08: Minister
of Health and Family
Welfare and Medical
Education  T.S. Singh Deo
on Wednesday discussed
with the Chairman and
Directors of CGMSC
(Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation) and
senior departmental offi-
cials from manufacturers
and suppliers of medical
equipment from all over
the country.

About 60 firms includ-
ing many reputed compa-
nies participated in the
second day of the two-day
National Pharmaceutical
& Medical Equipment
Manufacturers Meet or-
ganized by CGMSC in
Raipur. CGMSC President
Dr. Pritam Ram, Director
Dr. K.K. Dhruva and
Secretary of Health
Department Prasanna R.
also participated in the
meet both days. The meet-
ing discussed in detail the
solutions to the problems
in the supply of medical

equipment in the state. To
increase the participation
of companies in the tender
issued by CGMSC for the
supply of medical equip-
ment, the problems faced
by suppliers in the current
tender process and their
solutions, the utility of on-
line tender process soft-
ware and business oppor-
tunities for manufacturers
and suppliers of medical
equipment in
Chhattisgarh were dis-
cussed. Participating com-
panies gave their feedback
and suggestions to im-
prove the current process
of tendering, e-procure-
ment portal, modes of pay-
ment and mandatory of
various documents.

At the National
Pharmaceutical and
E q u i p m e n t

Manufacturers’ Meet,
Health Minister Singh Deo
told the companies in-
volved in the supply of
medical equipment that
diagnosis machines have a
big role to play in provid-
ing health services.

New technologies and
machines have greatly in-
creased the scope of dis-
ease investigation. The
health department is
working on the concept of
universal health care for
the residents of the state
to spend less out of their
own pocket for the treat-
ment, examination and
medicine of the diseases.
As per the need for the
hospitals, the patients will
be able to get more and
more facilities by getting
the equipment faster.
CGMSC President Dr.

Pritam Ram addressing
the meet, said that this
meet has been organized
to speed up the supply of
medical equipment and re-
move the shortage in the
state. Based on the prob-
lems, solutions and sug-
gestions made known by
the companies participat-
ing in the tender issued by
CGMSC, the shortcomings
of the current process will
be removed. In the meet-
ing, Director of Health
Services Mr. Bhim Singh
and Director of Medical
Education Department Dr.
Along with Vishnu Dutt,
specialist doctors from
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
Raipur, DKS
Superspeciality Hospital
and Health Department
were also present.

Armed Forces Flag Day an opportunity to
express gratitude towards soldiers: Uikey

Raipur, Dec 07: Governor
Anusuiya Uikey inaugu-
rated the program organ-
ised on the occasion of
Armed Forces Flag Day at
the Durbar Hall of Raj

Bhavan on Wednesday by
paying tribute to the mar-
tyrs of Chhattisgarh and
observing a minute’s si-
lence. The Governor paid
tribute to the martyrs of
the country and the state
and expressed her grati-
tude for the sacrifices of
the martyrs and their fami-
lies present. Governor
Uikey felicitated ex-ser-
vicemen and families of

martyrs. The Governor
handed over a cheque of Rs
2 lakh to the Soldier
Welfare Board.

Addressing the pro-
gramme, the Governor
said that it is our duty not
only to remember the con-
tribution of the country’s
soldiers but also to be
grateful to them. and tak-
ing care of their family as
your family. On this day,

the brave martyrs of the
country and all those who
fought against the enemies
on the country’s borders
with great bravery to pro-
tect the honour of the
country are felicitated. The
country will always re-
member the sacrifices
made by the soldiers to ful-
fill their duties towards the
country. The Governor fur-
ther said that thanks to the
brave soldiers, we have
won many wars. Our coun-
try is safe only because of
the contribution of all
three branches of the
army and it is getting
stronger strategically. Even
at the time of any natural
calamity and crisis, our
soldiers stand shoulder to
shoulder in the service of
the common people.
Governor Uikey said that
by joining the armed
forces, the youth gets an op-
portunity to serve the

country.
On the occasion of Flag

Day, Governor Anusuiya
Uikey gave Rs. 20 lakh to
Kusum Pandey, the mother
of Col. Kapildev Pandey,
who was martyred on
June 30, 2022. Governor
also honoured  military of-
ficers and soldiers for their
distinguished work.
Principal Secretary Home
Manoj Kumar Pingua,
Secretary to Governor
Amrit Kumar Khalkho,
Legal Adviser Rajesh
Kumar Srivastava,
Secretary Home
Department Dhananjay
Devangan, Additional
Director General of Police
Pradeep Gupta, Director of
Soldier Welfare Board
Brigadier Vivek Sharma,
Governor of Deputy
Secretary Deepak Kumar
Agarwal along with family
members of ex-servicemen
and martyrs were present.

Primary aim of govt is to
increase person’s income: CM

Raipur, Dec 08: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
addressing a press confer-
ence informed that the
purpose of his Bhent-
Mulaqat is to assess the ex-
ecution of government
initiatives and gather feed-
back.

The government’s pri-
mary aim is to raise the in-
dividual person’s income,
Baghel said. We have been
working on the campaign
for the past four years and
the government launched
RIPA, and the construc-
tion projects will now
progress quickly.

He stated that to pro-
mote cultures and encour-
age sports,
‘Chhattisgarhia Olympics’
has been started. Gunny
bags are in plentiful sup-
ply, and the procurement
of paddy is progressing
well.

Only the proclamation
of any district is ineffec-
tive, a district establishes
over time we might not
make any announcement
before the elections.

On this occasion CM

Baghel  announced the
opening of the Saraipali
Additional Collector’s of-
fice. An amount of 20
lakh has been approved for
the Press Club, and a
building for the Press Club
will be constructed in
Saraipali.

He said that if there is
forced migration, the gov-
ernment will take firm ac-
tion. The Chhattisgarh
government acts to bring
back the bonded labourers
on a huge scale. Migration
is declining, he claimed.

The government’s ini-
tiatives are helping the
people. Better jobs are be-
coming available to people.

Because of improved
jobs, migration has de-

creased. Because of gov-
ernment initiatives and
regulations, Naxal activity
has diminished in Bastar,

he added. We have so far
recruited 14,000 teachers.
The teacher hiring process
is in progress.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 09, 2022

Governor participated
in the program organ-
ized on the occasion of
Armed Forces Flag Day

To speed up its supply
by coordinating with
supplier companies,
said Health minister

SSaarraaiippaallii::  CM Bhupesh
Baghel during ‘Bhent
Mulaqat Abhiyan’ in Saraipali
area of Mahasamund, inter-
acted with the general public
yesterday at village Baloda
of Saraipali and village
Bhawarpur of Basna and
took feedback about the
implementation of the
schemes of the state govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, CM Baghel
inaugurated and performed
bhoomipujan of development
works worth Rs 28.65 cr in
Saraipali assembly con-

stituency today. This
includes Bhoomipujan of 29
works worth Rs 23.63 cr and
inauguration of 15 works
worth Rs 5.2 cr.

Baghel also performed
Bhoomipujan of various
works including construction
of new road, bridge-culvert,
construction of new rest
house and additional room in
the college. The works inau-
grated include construction
of school hall, theater con-
struction, construction of
C.C. road and community
hall.

CM lays stone for devp works worth

Rs 28.65 cr in Saraipali
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Bemetara, Dec 08: As per
the instructions of
Collector Jitendra Kumar
Shukla and under the
guidance of District
Women and Child
Development Officer,
Sakhi One Stop Center
Bemetara, for the purpose
of ending violence against
women, a one-day work-
shop on women-centric is-
sues and rights was organ-
ized at S.U. Secondary
Girls' School, Bemetara
and in Anganwadi Center
ward number-13
Singhori, Secondary
Girls School Bemetara.

In this program,
Protection Officer Nava
Bihan Yashoda Sahu
while addressing the girl
students said that if seen
in today's era, women are
more harassed than do-
mestic violence.
Domestic violence in-
clude marital abuse, do-
mestic violence, family
violence or harassment
for dowry etc. Violence
within the domestic
realm is referred to as do-
mestic violence.
Domestic violence in-
cludes physical, mental,
emotional, verbal abuse
of a woman by a person
with whom the woman
has a family relationship.

Explaining the meas-
ures to avoid this and jus-
tice, he said that any per-
son reporting domestic
violence can apply to the
Protection Officer

Magistrate to initiate pro-
ceedings and provide a
safe shelter or medical aid.
For this, each state govern-
ment appoints a protection
officer in its state.

'Sakhi One Stop Center
Center' Administrator
Rakhi Yadav said that the
'Sakhi One Stop Center
scheme' was implemented
by the Government of
India on April 1, 2015 to
support violence affected
women. Sakhi One Stop
Center is meant to be a
system where any woman
who is a victim of violence

can seek help.
Counselor Lakshmi

Verma said that women
can talk to the counselor to
avoid harassment by
themselves or their family
members and for justice,
which is kept confidential.
Case worker Rameshwari
Sahu gave information
about the free help and
legal aid provided at Sakhi
One Stop Center for
women helpline number
181.

Child Protection Unit's
District Child Protection
Officer Vyom Srivastava

and counselor Shaista
Parveen said that the
Integrated Child
Protection Scheme focuses
its activities on children in
need of care and protec-
tion and adolescents in
conflict with the law, as
well as child marriage,
POCSO by them.
Information about the Act
was also given. The
scheme provides preven-
tive and care and rehabili-
tation services to other

vulnerable children.
Child Line team mem-

bers Vibhuti Navik and
Pravesh Netam said that
Child Line is a 24-hour
free, emergency national
phone service child
helpline number 1098 for
minor children below 0 to
18 years. It is for children
who need care and protec-
tion.

It is a project of the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development in

partnership with State
Governments, NGOs, ed-
ucational institutions, bi-
lateral and multilateral
agencies and the corpo-
rate sector. All the staff,
Anganwadi workers and
girl students were pres-
ent in the program in-
cluding the principal and
campaigner of the
school.
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Churikala, Dec 08: The
fly ash menace is affecting
the health of villagers,
due to construction of ash
dam being done by CSEB
(West) in Gram Panchayat
Jhabu Nawagaon Kala, by
Contractor Budelkhand
Engineers and Shankar
Engineers.

As per information, the
ash is spreading around,
due to non-putting of soil
in the ranged ashes, but as
according to the rules, the
dry ash dumped has to be
covered with soil, but it is

not being covered with
soil by the contractors.

The management of
CSEB West was informed

several times by MP
Representative Jeevan

Yadav along with the vil-
lagers of the area to stop

the flying ash, but no im-
provement was taken by
the management.

Jeevan Yadav told that
CS EB management has
been asked for compen-
sation for the damage
caused by the flying ash,
but so far no compensa-
tion amount has been
given to the villagers of
the area.

The villagers along
with the MP have said
that villagers of the area
will organize a mass
movement, if the com-
pensation amount is not
granted.

BJYM workers gherao SP’s office, raise slogans
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Kawardha, Dec 08: To
protest against filing of an
FIR against the District sec-
retary BJYM Saurabh
Singh, the BJYM workers
staged massive protest here
on Wednesday.

It is notable here that
that BJYM burnt an effigy
near Signal Chowk to
protest against the arrest of
BJP candidate for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Brahmanand Netam.
During this there was
minor scuffle between

BJYM and police and in
this an FIR was filed
against BJYM leader
Saurabh Singh.

So with demand to with-
draw FIR against Saurabh

Singh and take action
agains those who indulged
in scolding and misbehav-
iour with the police person-
nel, the BJYM workers
gheraoed the SP's office and

staged sit-in.
In this protest, former

Parliamentary Secretary
Motiram, former MLA
Ashok Sahu, District
President and hundreds of
other party workers were
present. They raised slo-
gans in protest against the
police administration. The
police had erected barri-
cades to stop protestors and
due to which 10-12 busses of
Holy Kingdom School got
stuck in the traffic jam and
hundreds of school stu-
dents were troubled for
water and food for hours.

Colorful events in district level youth festival
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Dec 08: A colorful
district level youth festival
was organized at Manas
Bhawan Baikunthpur here,
under the chief hospitality
of Parliamentary
Secretary and
Baikunthpur MLA Ambika
Singh Deo. 38 genres of folk
dance, singing and sports
and singing competitions
were held at Manas
Bhawan, while sports com-
petitions were organized at
Swami Atmanand Hindi
Medium School Kharwat
Maidan. On the occasion of
the district level event, the

chief guest Mrs. Singhdev
while addressing the par-
ticipants congratulated
them for their better per-
formance and encouraged
the participants to make
the district proud by ex-
celling at the divisional

and state level. On this oc-
casion, District Panchayat
Vice President Vedanti
Tiwari, District Panchayat
CEO Namrata Jain, local
public representatives, dig-
nitaries, school students

and general public were
present in large numbers.

Around 350 participants
from both Baikunthpur
and Sonhat development
blocks participated in the
district level competition.
Participants in the male
and female categories of 15
to 40 years and above 40
years displayed their art.
Selected participants in 38
disciplines participated in
the district level event and
the winning participants at
the district level will partic-
ipate in the divisional level
competition to be held from
December 12 to 15.

Happiness Express prog conducted

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Dec 08: Under the
joint aegis of District
Administration and
UNICEF, capacity building
and workshop of youth and
volunteers of Happiness
Express program was or-
ganized on 05 and 06
December 2022 at District
Panchayat Assembly Hall
and Government College,
Bijapur. The program was
organized by motivational
speaker and facilitator Mr.
Neeraj Gara.

Addressing the program,
he said that, the training
program will act as encour-
agement and motivation
for the Bijadootir volun-
teers and the administra-
tion will get cooperation
from the volunteers for so-
cial participation.

National level motiva-
tional speaker Neeraj Gera
was welcomed by District
Child Protection Officer
Rahul Kaushik at the be-
ginning of the program.

Neeraj Gera, through the
activities of the Happiness

Express program, ex-
plained the approach and
understanding on self-serv-
ice, menstrual hygiene
management, and how to
organize enthusiasm and
happiness in their personal
lives, and various other
genres.

The work being done by
the Bijadootir volunteers
was praised and in the
above programme,
UNICEF District Advisor
Bharat Sahu was also facili-
tated for organizing the
programme.

MLA makes Rs 2 lakh declaration
for Temple constrution work

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Dec 08: MLA
Bastar and President
Bastar Development
Authority (BDA)
Lakheshwar Baghel was
accorded warm welcome
on his arrival in Gram
Panchayat Usari here on
Thursday. Thrilled over
the welcome accorded,
Baghel said that it appears
as if there is some festival
in the village.

On being apprised by
the villagers in the meet-
ing, Baghel made a decla-
ration of sanction of Rs 2
lakh for completion of
pending construction
work of Mata Tapeshwari
Mandir. Further on prob-

lem raised by the Self-Help
Group member, Baghel
made a declaration of Rs
6.50 lakh for building con-
struction.

Speaking on the occa-
sion MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel said that the long
pending demand of reno-
vation of Lingahi Mavali
Mata temple is going to be

done and it is a big
achievement for Gram
Panchayat Usari. For this
the state government had
sanctioned Rs 1.50 lakh,
but now seeing the re-
quirement, he has granted
sanction of Rs 2 lakh
more. He said that last
since the Congress gov-
ernment has been formed

in the state there is reno-
vation of temples in the
Gram Panchayats and
'Mata-Gudhiyas' are being
paid special attention in
Bastar VS area.

MLA on this occasion
laid stone for construction
of 200 mts CC road from
Gram Usari to Bichpara
and from Dalsai house to

Murga Bazar. MLA asked
to pay special attention on
important schemes of the
state government related
to Gouthans. Seeing the
work, he directed the offi-
cers to provide fencing
wires and construct a shed
for keeping food materials.

When the 'Divyang' chil-
dren apprised him about
their problems, MLA took
it into cognizance and as-
sured to provide help from
CM Voluntary fund assis-
tance scheme.

In this programme,
BCC President Ganesh
Baghel, OBC div president
Dinesh Yadu, Champa
Thakur, Lakheshwar
Kashyap, Mansingh
Kawasi, Jhulku Ram,
Santo Ram, Sukari
Mandavi, Madan Singh,
Ratiram, Govind Nag and
others were present.
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p In Gram Usari; accorded
warm welcome

To protest against filing of FIR against Saurabh Singh

Fly ash menace in village Jhabu Nawagaon

Information about women’s rights given to school girls
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Kerala to create women-friendly
tourism network

Thiruvananthapuram,
Dec 8 (PTI): The Kerala
government is planning to
create a woman-friendly
tourism network with
over one lakh women trav-
ellers and entrepreneurs
as members, state
Tourism Minister P A
Mohammed Riyas said
here on Thursday.

More than 1000 women
have already registered in
the programme, being im-
plemented by the
Responsible Tourism
Mission with an objective
to make the state a com-
plete woman-friendly
tourism destination.

The southern state is
generally a safe destina-
tion for holidayers and
special arrangements are
being made to ensure the
safety of all tourists, in-

cluding that of solo
women travellers, he said
while speaking during the
question and answer ses-
sion in the assembly.

The minister said it has
been decided to conduct a
study to know about basic
infrastructure facilities
and security arrange-
ments to be implemented
in tourism centres to make
it more women-friendly.

“The RT Mission is
aimed at creating a net-
work of women units and
creating tourism centres
targeting women,” Riyas
said. On the proposed
women-friendly tourism
network, he said over 1000
women have already regis-
tered in the programme
and online training of 400
of them have been com-
pleted.

Cyclone ‘Mandous’: AP CM asks
Collectors to be vigilant

Amaravati, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Thursday directed
the Collectors of various
districts to be vigilant in
view of the cyclonic storm
in the Bay of Bengal.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
heavy rainfall is predicted
over several parts of the
state as cyclone ‘Mandous’
over the Bay of Bengal is ex-
pected to cross the coast be-
tween Puducherry and
Sriharikota in AP on the
midnight of December 9.

The Chief Minister held a
review meeting with the of-
ficials concerned here over
the cyclone, an official re-
lease said. He said adequate

precautions should be taken
by the authorities review-
ing the impact of the storm
from time to time. The offi-
cials informed the Chief

Minister that rain is pre-
dicted in Nellore, Tirupati,
Chittoor and other districts.
Jagan asked the agriculture
department officials to cre-

ate awareness about the pre-
cautionary measures to be
taken by the farmers and be
helpful to them. Heavy rain-
fall is likely to occur at iso-
lated places over Prakasam
and SPSR Nellore districts
today, the IMD said.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely to occur at iso-
lated places over SPSR
Nellore and Chittoor dis-
tricts and heavy rainfall
over Prakasam, YSR dis-
trict and Anantapuramu
districts on Friday, it said.

Heavy to very heavy rain-
fall is likely occur at isolat-
ed places over Chittoor and
Anantapuramu districts
and heavy rainfall over YSR
district and Prakasam dis-
trict on December 10, it fur-
ther said.

Siddaramaiah blames BJP for reaping
political benefit out of border row

Bengaluru, Dec 8 (PTI) 

With the border row be-
tween Karnataka and
Maharashtra over
Belagavi still persisting,
former Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah on
Thursday accused the BJP
of reaping political bene-
fits instead of resolving
the issue.

In a series of tweets, the
Leader of Opposition said
people were facing hard-
ship owing to the contro-
versy.

“It is in the DNA of
@BJP4Karnataka to reap
political benefits out of
controversies. Belagavi
border issue, which could
have been resolved
through negotiations, is
now allowed to grow so

that BJP can take bene-
fits,” the Congress leader
said.

Siddaramaiah said the
people were facing prob-
lems as the transport de-
partments of both the
States have stopped the
Belagavi-Maharashtra
inter-State bus service.

“People of both the
States are anxious about
the developments, &
@BJP4Karnataka govt
have to intervene & estab-
lish peace,” the former
Chief Minister said.

He further said the
coalition government in
Maharashtra has been
trying to target
Kannadigas residing in
the neighbouring States
and Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj

Bommai should immedi-
ately intervene, reach out
to his counterparts in
Maharashtra and protect
Kannadigas.

“It is not just enough to
claim it is a double-engine
govt. @BJP4India should
step up whenever it is
needed to solve the crisis.
This time it has failed to
resolve the issue...,” the
Congress leader said.

The border row was sev-
eral decades old with
Maharashtra claiming the
merger of Belagavi with it
on the ground that the dis-
trict has substantial
Marathi-speaking popula-
tion.

Karnataka has refuted
the claim by saying the
issue has been settled long
ago.

Corporates destroying jungles but
saving themselves from legal action

using money power: Cong MP 
New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Congress Rajya Sabha
member Kumar Ketkar on
Thursday alleged that real
estate sharks and corpo-
rates were devastating
jungles and using their
money and muscle power
to avoid legal action.

In order to protect
wildlife, not only should
the laws be strict but their
implementation should
also be equally stingent,
he said during a discus-
sion on the Wild Life
(Protection) Amendment
Bill in the Upper House.

The bill was tabled by
Environment Minister
Bupender Yadav on
Wednesday.

“At present, when we
are talking about this Act,
Nicobar is being complete-

ly ruined, Nicobar jungles
are being removed for the
benefit of some corpo-
rates. So essentially, the
wildlife is actually at-
tacked not by any humans
as such, but by the corpo-
rates and sometimes by
celebrity Bollywood
types,” he said.

Stressing on the effec-
tive implementation of
laws, Ketkar said, “The
implementation is not
strict because the corpo-
rates are actually using
their money or muscle
power or their contacts in
bureaucracy and in the
government to destroy the
jungle. When jungles are
gone, the wildlife is gone.”

Stating that climate
change was directly relat-
ed to wildlife protection,
he stressed on the need for

creating an environment
conducive for the survival
and growth of wild ani-
mals and birds.

“When Project Tiger
was announced, there was
a considerable discussion,
and thankfully there was
a lot of support. But today,
this issue has come be-
cause real estate sharks
and corporates are devas-
tating jungles and creat-
ing problems for wildlife,”
he said.

Congress member
Jairam Ramesh opposed
the bill in “its present
form” and expressed ap-
prehension over the pro-
vision related to transfer
or transport of captive
live elephant “for any
other purpose”, saying it
could be misused. He
asked the minister to

specify the purpose in the
Act.

“What is this ‘any other
purpose’? To provide an
elephant for captive zoo in
Gujarat? to provide for
some private amusement
parks in some other
state?” Ramesh said,
while suggesting that it
should have been stated
for “cultural and reli-
gious” purpose, consider-
ing the significance of ele-
phants in such events in
many parts of India.

Sushmita Dev of the All
India Trinamool
Congress, too, expressed
similar sentiments in her
speech and asked the min-
ister to tell the Parliament
why the government did
not vote against the mo-
tion to restart interna-
tional ivory trade.

1000 Bru militants to surrender
arms in Assam on Dec 12

Hailakandi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Around 1000 Bru militants
will surrender arms and return
to the mainstream at a formal
ceremony in Assam’s
Hailakandi district on
December 12, police said on
Thursday.

Members of the United
Democratic Liberation Front of
Barak Valley (UDLFBV) and
Bru Revolutionary Army of
Union (BRAU), who are current-
ly on a ceasefire, will formally
lay down their arms at
Katlicherra, 28 km from here
along the state border with
Mizoram, Hailakandi
Superintendent of Police
Nabaneet Mahanta said.

Assam Assembly Speaker
Biswajit Daimary and Water
Resources and Parliamentary
Affairs minister Pijush
Hazarika will attend the pro-

gramme.
The Superintendents of

Police of Hailakandi, Cachar
and Karimganj districts have
been asked to display the arms
during the formal ceremony.
The Centre, the state govern-
ments of Mizoram and Tripura
and the Mizoram Bru Displaced
People’s Forum (MBDPF) had
signed an agreement in 2018 for
the repatriation of Bru families
and had initiated negotiations
with the outfits to return to the
mainstream. Both the militant
outfits were active in the 90s
along the Assam-Mizoram bor-
der areas, particularly in
Hailakandi district, and were al-
leged to be involved in the
killing of BJP leader Pratul
Deb, who had returned to India
from London after retirement,
along with cases of extortion,
kidnappings and other unlawful
activities, the police said.

HP polls, Delhi civic election
results exposed BJP’s 
vulnerability: CPI(M)

New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

The results Himachal
Pradesh Assembly elec-
tion and the Delhi civic
polls “exposed the BJP’s
vulnerability” and
brought to the fore the
“limits of the much-touted
Narendra Modi factor”,
the CPI(M) said on
Thursday.

About the poll trend in
Gujarat where the BJP
was looking to get more
than 150 seats in the 182-
member assembly, the Left
party termed it “a confir-
mation of the deep com-
munal polarization engi-
neered by the BJP-RSS
over the last three
decades”. Commenting
on the Himachal Pradesh
trends showing Congress

surging ahead of the BJP
on 39 of the total 68 seats
in the hill state, the
CPI(M) said it was a
“stinging defeat” for the
saffron party.

Accusing the BJP of
deploying “all its re-
sources and the state ma-
chinery to try to retain
power”, the Left party
said, “However, the popu-
lar discontent over BJP
misrule prevailed.”

About the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) election results
which were announced
Wednesday, it said that
the people of the national
capital “withstood all the
blandishments and ma-
noeuvres of the BJP and
the Central govern-
ment.”

Seven plays to be staged at theatre
festival inside Assam forest

Guwahati, Dec 8 (PTI) 

A play from Sri
Lanka is among seven
productions to be
staged at the three-day
‘Under The Sal Tree’
theatre festival in
Assam’s Goalpara dis-
trict from December 15.

The unique open-air
theatre festival, started
by eminent theatre per-
sonality Shukracharya
Rabha, is held annually
at Badungduppa
Kalakendra at Rampur
in the midst of a planta-
tion of Sal trees under
natural settings.

The plays to be staged
this year are “Rishi
Jolongka” in Rabha
language from
Goalpara, “Alor Gaan”
in Bengali, “My Sweet
Rotten Heritance” in

English from Sri
Lanka, “Atho Hidimba
Kotha” in Bengali from
West Bengal,
E r e n d i r a ’ s
“Metamorphosis” in
Assamese from
Guwahati, “Jhalkari”
in Hindi from Mumbai
and “Pancho No Vesh”
in Gujarati/Hindi from
A h m e d a b a d ,
B a d u n g d u p p a
Kalakendra’s manag-
ing director Madan
Rabha said on
Thursday.

‘’We are excited to
present the next edition
of the festival. The love
and affection given to
us by theatre lovers
have made us believe
that we can continue
presenting some of the
best plays in the lap of
nature’’, he said.

Rabha, who died in
2018, had started the
theatre festival in 2008
to spread the message
of co-existing with na-
ture and establishing a
symbiotic relationship
with it. The open-air
theatre festival had
earned international
recognition as no artifi-
cial devices, not even a
microphone to enhance
the voice of the actors,
were used with the or-
ganisers using only
bamboo and straw to
build the stage and the
sitting arrangements
for the spectators.

Theatre groups from
South Korea, Brazil,
Poland and neighbour-
ing Bangladesh had
also participated in
some of the previous
editions.

People helped AAP make dent in
BJP’s Gujarat fortress: Kejriwal

New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

AAP national convener
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday thanked the peo-
ple of Gujarat for helping
his party breach the BJP’s
Gujarat “fortress”, and
hoped to win the state in
next assembly elections.

In a video message,
Kejriwal said though the
AAP has not won many
seats in Gujarat the votes it
got helped it attain the na-
tional party status.

“I am thankful to the peo-
ple of Gujarat for helping us
attain the status of national
party. Very few parties
enjoy the status and now we
are one of them. Ours is
only a 10-year-old party,” he
said.

New entrant Aam Aadmi
party (AAP) has won four
Assembly seats so far and
was leading on one in

Gujarat where the BJP is
headed for a landslide victo-
ry. Gujarat is considered a
BJP “fortress” and the peo-
ple of the state has helped
the AAP make a dent in it,
he said. “Hopefully, next
time we will be able to 
win it.”

Kejriwal also said that
during the campaigning,
his party and leaders never
indulged in mudslinging or
abusive politics.

They only spoke about
positive things and the work
done by the party in Delhi
and Punjab where the AAP
is in power, he added.

MCD authorities to seek date from LG to
convene municipal House as polls are over
New Delhi, Dec 8 (PTI) 

Authorities in the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi are likely to soon ap-
proach the Lieutenant
Governor to seek a date on
which the civic House can
be convened so that council-
lors can take oath and a
mayor be elected.

This will be the first mu-
nicipal House consisting of
250 councillors who have
been just elected after the
high-stakes civic polls held
on December 4. The House
will be convened at the Civic
Centre, the headquarters of
the MCD Minto Road in the
heart of the city.

A senior MCD official
said, “The elections are over
and now MCD will approach
the LG, seeking a date on
which the municipal House

can be convened so that the
councillors can take oath,
and then a mayor be elect-
ed.”

According to the DMC
Act 1957, “The Corporation
shall at its first meeting in
each year elect one of its
members to be the
Chairperson to be known as
the Mayor and another
member to be the Deputy
Mayor of the Corporation.”

Section 3 of the Act talks
about the “establishment of
the Corporation”, and in the
2022 amendment brought in
by the government, this sec-
tion has remained un-
changed, the official said.

A constitutional expert
and a former State Election
Commissioner conjectured
that if a mayoral poll is held
late December or so, the
cycle of mayoral election

could be changed, which till
2012 was being held around
April time.

Some experts also said
that a more clear picture
will emerge once the official
process progresses further.

Poll authorities had earli-
er said the entire process of
the election will be complet-
ed on December 15.

Experts and election
watchers have said the may-
oral poll will have to be held
soon after the poll process
ends. In a closer-than-ex-
pected contest, the BJP,
which bucked the trend pre-
dicted by exit polls, put up a
spirited fight, winning 104
municipal wards, while the
Congress managed to win
just nine seats, down from 30
in the previous civic poll.
Three independents also
won.

HUNGER STRIKE

Students of Kolkata Medical College and Hospital during a hunger strike demanding
the student council elections, in Kolkata, Thursday.

BRIEF

Illicit liquor 
 Alibag: The

Maharashtra excise
department has taken
action against 1,599
persons in Raigad dis-
trict for producing il-
licit liquor between
January and October
this year, an official
said on Thursday. In
574 cases, the accused
are as yet untraceable,
he added. “We have ar-
rested 1,087 persons in
these cases and seized
raw material worth Rs
3.12 crore. Forest and
coastal stretches in
the district are being
used to produce illicit
liquor. Raids are rou-
tinely carried out in
these areas to curb the
menace,” he said.

Krishna idol 
 Chennai: A dancing

Krishna idol, stolen in
1966 from Sri Ekantha
Ramaswamy temple,
in Tamil Nadu’s
Rameswaram, was
traced to the
Indianapolis Museum
of Art, USA, during
an investigation, the
state Idol Wing CID
said on Thursday.
While investigating a
complaint from the ex-
ecutive officer, Hindu
Religious and
Charitable
Endowments depart-
ment, pertaining to
the dancing Krishna
idol, the team under
Additional
Superintendent of
Police G
Balamurugan found
that six idols were to-
tally stolen from the
temple and these in-
cluded the idols of
Krishna alias
Kendarva Krishna
(dancing posture),
Vishnu (two idols),
Sridevi and Bhoodevi
(two).

Eight  injured 
 Kolkata: Eight peo-

ple, including a civic
volunteer and a police-
man, were on
Thursday severely in-
jured after being hit
by a speeding car in
Chingrighata area in
the eastern part of
Kolkata, police said.
The accident occurred
around 1 pm when the
“overspeeding” four-
wheeler first hit a
civic police volunteer
and then a traffic po-
lice officer before ram-
ming into a four-
wheeler, a scooter and
a bicycle, a senior offi-
cer said. The car was
coming from Nicco
Park in Salt Lake. “We
have seized the vehi-
cle. The driver has
been detained and
taken to Pragati
Maidan Police Station
for questioning.

Man held 
 Mumbai: Mumbai

Police have seized 100
grams of the banned
drug mephedrone
worth Rs 20 lakh
from a 26-year-old
man in the city’s
Dharavi area, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.
The accused had at
least five criminal
cases of vehicles and
mobile phone theft
registered against
him, he said. Officials
of the police’s Anti-
Narcotics Cell appre-
hended the man on
Wednesday night
when he was roam-
ing in a suspicious
manner near the
Sion-Bandra Link
Road, the official
said.

Students pay tribute to
late chief of defense staff
General Bipin Rawat on his
first death anniversary, in
Dehradun, Thursday.

Fishing boats anchored at the sea-shore ahead of the 
landfall of cyclonic storm Mandous, in Chennai, Thursday.



CHRISTMAS PREPARATION

Divers perform during an event to promote the upcoming Christmas festival at the Aqua Planet 63 aquarium in

Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Dec. 8. Christmas is one of the biggest holidays celebrated in South Korea. 
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Archers Post (Kenya), Dec
08 (AP): In Kenya’s swelter-
ing northern Samburu
county, a destructive
drought exacerbated by cli-
mate change is wreaking
havoc on people and
wildlife. After four consecu-
tive years of failed rains
causing some of the worst
conditions in 40 years, wild
animals have become com-
monplace in the county’s
villages as they search for
food. Many don’t survive,
providing herders an unfor-
tunate lifeline as they cut
chunks of meat from their
carcasses. “I have suffered
from hunger for a long
time,” said 37-year-old
Samburu resident Frank
Aule. “If I run into such a
carcass I would not think
twice about eating it as I
have to eat to survive.”
Kenyan authorities count
that the drought has killed
over 200 elephants, nearly
400 common zebras and
more than 500 wildebeests
among several other species
in the past nine months.

Many of those that sur-
vive are starving, weak
and frequently coming
into contact with people.
How to better protect frag-
ile ecosystems from a
warming climate, includ-
ing Kenya’s savannah
grasslands, will form part
of discussions at this
week’s United Nations bio-
diversity conference
known as COP15 in
Montreal in Canada.

Officials talk biodiversity as
drought stunts Kenya wildlife

Islamabad, Dec 08 (AP):

The Taliban authorities
on Wednesday executed an
Afghan convicted of killing
another man, the first public
execution since the former
insurgents took over
Afghanistan last year, a
spokesman said.

The announcement un-
derscored the intentions by
Afghanistan’s new rulers to
continue hard-line policies
implemented since they took
over the country in August
2021 and to stick to their in-
terpretation of Islamic law,
or Sharia.

The execution, carried out
with an assault rifle by the
victim’s father, took place in
western Farah province be-
fore hundreds of spectators
and many top Taliban offi-
cials, according to
Zabihullah Mujahid, the top
Taliban government
spokesman. Some officials
came from the capital Kabul.
The decision to carry out the
punishment was “made very
carefully,” Mujahid said, fol-
lowing approval by three of
the country’s highest courts
and the Taliban supreme
leader, Mullah Haibatullah
Akhundzada. The executed

man, identified as Tajmir
from Herat province, was
convicted of killing another
man five years ago and steal-
ing his motorcycle and mo-
bile phone. The victim was
identified as Mustafa from
neighbouring Farah
province. Many Afghan men
use only one name. Taliban
security forces had arrested
Tajmir after the victim’s
family accused him of the
crime, said a statement from
Mujahid, the spokesman.
The statement did not say
when the arrest took place
but said Tajmir had purport-
edly confessed to the killing.

Mujahid added that Tajmir
was shot three times by the
victim’s father Wednesday
with an assault rifle. During
the previous Taliban rule of
the country in the late 1990s,
the group carried out public
executions, floggings and
stoning of those convicted of
crimes in Taliban courts.

After they overran
Afghanistan in 2021, in the
final weeks of the US and
NATO forces’ pullout from
the country after 20 years of
war, the Taliban had initial-
ly promised to allow for
women’s and minority
rights.

Taliban carry out 1st public execution since Afghan takeover

Ramallah, Dec 08 (AP):

Israeli forces killed
three Palestinians during
an early Thursday raid in
the occupied West Bank,
the Palestinian Health
Ministry said, the latest vi-
olence to shake the region
after months of unrest.

The Israeli military said
it was carrying out an ar-
rest raid in the flashpoint
city of Jenin in the north-
ern West Bank when
forces came under fire and
then responded with live
fire.

Jenin, and its adjacent
refugee camp, are a strong-
hold for Palestinian mili-
tants and Israel has
stepped up raids there in
recent months.

The official Palestinian
news agency Wafa report-
ed that “confrontations
and violent clashes” erupt-
ed between residents of
Jenin and the Israeli
forces. The Palestinian
Health Ministry did not

disclose the men’s identity,
and it was not immediate-
ly clear if they were affili-
ated with a militant group.

Old photos circulating
on social media showed
two of the three
Palestinians who were

killed posing with rifles.
Palestinian media also
shared footage showing an
ambulance hit by Israeli
gunshots in Jenin.

Palestinian factions in
the city called for a general
strike to mourn the dead
and show solidarity with
their families.

On Wednesday, Israeli
soldiers shot and killed a
Palestinian militant who
opened fire at them near
the West Bank settlement
of Ofra.

More than 140
Palestinians have been
killed in Israeli-
Palestinian fighting in the
West Bank and east
Jerusalem this year, mak-
ing 2022 the deadliest year
since 2006.

Palestinians: Israeli army kills 3 in West Bank raid

Dubai, Dec 08 (AP):

Iran said on Thursday
it executed a prisoner con-
victed for a crime alleged-
ly committed during the
country’s ongoing nation-
wide protests, the first
such death penalty car-
ried out by Tehran.

The execution comes as
other detainees also face
possible death penalty for
their involvement in the
protests, which began
first as an outcry against
Iran’s morality police and
have expanded into one of
the most serious chal-
lenges to Iran’s theocracy

since its 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

Activists warn others
could be put to death as
well soon since activists
say at least a dozen people
so far have received death
sentences over their in-
volvement in the demon-
strations. The “execution

of #MohsenShekari must
be me with STRONG reac-
tions otherwise we will be
facing daily executions of
protesters,” wrote
Mahmood Amiry-
Moghaddam, the director
of the Oslo-based activist
group Iran Human
Rights.

Iran executes first known prisoner arrested in protests

Kyiv, Dec 08 (AP):

Russian President
Vladimir Putin acknowl-
edged  that his “special mili-
tary operation” in Ukraine
is taking longer than expect-
ed but hailed the seizure of
his neighbor’s territory as a
major achievement and said
his country’s nuclear
weapons are deterring esca-
lation of the conflict.

“Of course, it could be a
lengthy process,” Putin said
of the more than 9-month-
old war that began with
Russia’s invasion Feb. 24
and has displaced millions
from their homes, and
killed and wounded tens of
thousands. Despite its
length, he showed no signs
of letting up, vowing to
“consistently fight for our
interests” and “protect our-
selves using all means avail-
able.”

Speaking in a televised
meeting in Russia with
members of his Human

Rights Council, Putin de-
scribed the land gains as “a
significant result for
Russia,” noting that the
“Sea of Azov has become
Russia’s internal sea.” In
one of his frequent historic
references to a Russian
leader he admires, he added
that “Peter the Great fought
to get access” to that body of
water.

After failing to take Kyiv
due to fierce Ukrainian re-

sistance, Russia seized
broad swaths of southern
Ukraine at the start of the
invasion and captured the
key Sea of Azov port of
Mariupol in May after a
nearly three-month siege.
In September, Putin ille-
gally annexed four regions
of Ukraine even though
his forces didn’t complete-
ly control them: Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia in the
south, and Donetsk and

Luhansk in the east. In 2014,
he had illegally annexed
Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula.

In response to an increas-
ing influx of advanced
Western weapons, econom-
ic, political and humanitari-
an aid to Kyiv and what he
saw as inflammatory state-
ments by Western leaders,
Putin has periodically hint-
ed at his potential use of nu-
clear weapons. When a
member of the Human
Rights Council asked him
Wednesday to pledge that
Russia would not be the first
to use such weapons, Putin
demurred. He said Russia
would not be able to use nu-
clear weapons at all if it
agreed not to use them first

and then came under a nu-
clear strike.

“If it doesn’t use it first
under any circumstances, it
means that it won’t be the
second to use it either, be-
cause the possibility of
using it in case of a nuclear
strike on our territory will
be sharply limited,” he said.

Putin, who has repeated-
ly said Russia was ready to
use “all available means” to
protect its territory, includ-
ing the illegally annexed
areas of Ukraine, rejected
Western criticism that
those statements amounted
to nuclear saber-rattling. He
claimed they were “not a
factor provoking an escala-
tion of conflicts, but a factor
of deterrence.”

Ukraine fight is taking longer than expected: Putin 
Colombo, Dec 08 (PTI):

India on Thursday said it
will continue to be a “stead-
fast friend” of Sri Lanka
and is committed to
strengthening the bilateral
economic partnership for
mutual benefit, as it
thanked President Ranil
Wickremesinghe for hold-
ing “successful” talks on
debt restructuring.

Wickremesinghe during
the inaugural session of the
Sri Lanka Economic
Summit 2022 on Monday
said that it held “success-
ful” talks with India on debt
restructuring and will also
begin discussions with
China, as the island nation
scrambles to get assurances
from major bilateral credi-
tors to close a crucial deal
with the IMF.

Sri Lanka, which is try-
ing to secure a USD 2.9 bil-
lion bridge loan from the

International Monetary
Fund (IMF), is also looking
at financial assurances
from its major creditors —
China, Japan and India —
which is the requisite for
Colombo to get the bailout
package. Replying to
Wickremesinghe’s tweet on
holding the “successful”
talks on debt restructuring,
the Indian High
Commission here tweeted,
“Thank you H.E President
@RW_UNP. #India will con-
tinue to be a steadfast
friend of #SriLanka and
stand by our brethren. We
are committed to strength-
ening the bilateral econom-
ic partnership for mutual
benefit.”

Sri Lanka has large debt
rollover volumes (Gross
Financing Need) running
up to 37 per cent of GDP in
2022, which the IMF wants
to bring down. The exact
GFN target is not known,

but other countries under
restructuring have levels
around 15 per cent, and
some less, the
EconomyNext reported.
China, however, continues
to be ambivalent about its
stand on loans to Sri Lanka
as it is set for talks with the
IMF for debt restructuring
of several recipient coun-
tries of Chinese finances,
which are defaulting on
their external debt.

Sri Lanka, which went
bankrupt earlier this year,
had announced a default on
over USD 51 billion in for-
eign loans, including that of
China.

China has also an-
nounced assistance of 500
million RMB (about USD 74
million) for the supply of
essential goods, but it re-
mained silent about former
Lanka president Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s request to defer
the loan repayment.

Will continue to be ‘steadfast
friend’ of Sri Lanka: India

Dubai, Dec 08 (AP):

Chinese leader Xi
Jinping met on Thursday
with Saudi Arabia’s king
and the crown prince
while on a visit to the king-
dom, solidifying ties with
a region crucial to his
country’s energy supplies
as sanctions intensify on
Russia over its war on

Ukraine.
Xi arrived at Al

Yamama Palace in Riyadh
and was greeted by Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, the king’s as-
sertive son who stands
ready to rule the oil-rich
kingdom in the decades to
come.

Xi shook hands with the
prince as an honour guard

on horseback carried
Saudi and Chinese flags.

It wasn’t immediately
clear what the two focused
on in their discussions,
though Xi in a newspaper
column published by Al
Riyadh newspaper said
“exchanges between
China and Arab states
date back more than 2,000
years.”

The column also quoted
a saying by Islam’s
Prophet Muhammad:
“Seek knowledge even if
you have to go as far as
China.”

“The Arab people value
independence, oppose ex-
ternal interference, stand
up to power politics and
high-handedness, and al-
ways seek to make
progress,” Xi’s column
read.

He also noted that the
Gulf Cooperation Council
countries, which include
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman,
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and
the United Arab Emirates,
serve as “an energy tank
for world economy.”

China, the world’s
largest crude oil importer,
relies heavily on Saudi oil,
paying tens of billions of
dollars annually to the
kingdom.

Gulf Arab states are try-
ing to re-calibrate their
foreign policy as the
United States turns its at-
tention elsewhere in the
world. Russia’s war on
Ukraine and the West’s
hardening stance on
Moscow has also left the
Arab countries wanting to
cement ties with China.

China’s Xi at Saudi palace to
meet royals on Mideast trip

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, listens to the Chinese national anthem next to Saudi
Crown Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia,
Thursday, Dec. 8.

V alues are beliefs that are root-
ed in usefulness or impor-

tance to the holder, "or" reflect prin-
ciples, standards, or qualities that are
meaningful or desirable. Values con-
stitute an important feature of the
self-concept and serve as superviso-
ry principles for the individual.
Human life was very simple in the
school era. In that era, knowledge did
not grow as much as it has today. The
reason for this is that in that era
human needs were limited and they
were fulfilled through family and
other informal means. But due to the
increase in population and multiplici-
ty of necessities of life, the form of
culture gradually became so complex
that it became difficult to impart its
complete knowledge to the child
through family and other informal
means. Here the parents also started
getting trapped in the affair of earn-
ing a living. They neither had enough
time to educate the children nor
were they educated enough to teach
them the complete knowledge of the
language, geography, history, sociol-
ogy, economics, anatomy, and scien-
tific research.

Therefore, the need for such a reg-
ular organization began to be felt,
which could preserve social and cul-
tural property and develop it and
transfer it to future generations. With
this vision, the school was born. It is
to be noted that initially, only the
upper-class people took advantage
of the schools. The establishment of
schools for the masses is only a gift
of the modern age. As the democrat-
ic outlook developed, the form of the
schools also changed. India has been
a religious country since ancient

times. But in the beginning, ideal reli-
gion was seen in our country, in
which there was no place for super-
stitions and superstitions. That's why
the development of Indian society
was also taking place according to
healthy tradition. But with the arrival
of foreigners, gradually the evils
started entering the social and reli-
gious sphere and by the time British
rule was established in India, these
evils had reached their peak. After
the establishment of British rule, the
Hindu religion became a victim of
many evils, which also affected soci-
ety. The darkness of superstition and
conservatism enveloped the whole
country. Sati-practice, child mar-
riage, polygamy, caste system, child
murder, etc. many evils have spread
in society.

To end these evils, an organized
religion and social reform movement
started. Meanwhile, a social and reli-
gious reformer appeared on the
stage of India, and he gave a compre-
hensive form to this movement.
Among the social reformers, Raja
Rammohan Roy, Swami Dayanand
Saraswati, Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar, etc. are prominent.
There were many reasons behind the
religion and social reform movement,
such as the influence of European
civilization, the rise of the new mid-
dle class, social mobility, the influ-
ence of reformers, etc. The British
government also cooperated with the
Indian reformers in removing these
evils. As a result of which our society
became completely free from super-
stitions and evil practices. Religion
today has taken a very institutional-
ized form. 'Religion is a system of sa-

cred belief and practices both in tan-
gible and intangible forms. Religion
can play the dual role of an ideology
as well as an institution. Religion
plays an important role in giving cul-
tural identity to an individual.
Religion helps in creating a moral
framework and is also a regulator of
values in daily life. This particular ap-
proach helps in the character build-
ing of an individual. In other words,
religion acts as an agency of social-
ization. Thus, religion helps in build-
ing up values like love, sympathy, re-
spect, and harmony.

Some religious institutions are
useful in providing a forum or forum
for the modern mind to share a
"righteous" value system through
discourses and publications. It helps
society to collectively develop, share
and practice the right value system.
This in turn helps in the upliftment
and improvement of society and es-
sentially in the efforts of character
and nation-building. All religions
command a person to do good deeds,
to care for others, and to do what is
right or moral. We have a long tradi-
tion where individuals and industries
in India encourage "caring for socie-
ty" as much as creating wealth for
the future expansion of the business
and economy. It has assumed various
forms such as the construction and
development of schools and colleges,
hospitals as well as various religious
and charitable institutions, which
support a variety of religious and
welfare activities on an ongoing
basis. Each religion promotes its phi-
losophy and its essence has always
been the welfare and welfare of the
people. For example, in Sanatana

Dharma, there are thoughts like
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the whole
world is one family), and Save
Sukhinah Bhavantu (let everyone be
happy) which nurture and develop
love and compassion in society.

Education is linked to values in its
aims, curriculum, and methods. It is
through education that society seeks
to preserve and promote its nurtur-
ing values. Whatever is learned and
imbibed will determine how the stu-
dents will lead their lives in the fu-
ture. Educational institutions provide
a structured environment where chil-
dren learn the values of cooperation,
hard work, punctuality, commitment,
honesty, sharing, caring, fairness,
helping, independence, responsibili-
ty, humility, and pride needed to be
inculcated in a child. Lessons of hon-
esty, social justice, and sensitizing
children with empathy towards the
weaker sections of society. To incul-
cate gender equality, respect for eld-
ers, truthfulness, tolerance, peace,
love for nature and mankind, positive
attitude, spirituality, nationalist sen-
timents, patriotism, discipline, and
many universal human values like
truth, righteous conduct, peace, love,
and Ahimsa practitioners are con-
cerned with the physical, intellectual,
emotional psyche and spiritual as-
pects of human personality. These
are directly influenced by schools
and religious institutions. There is a
need and urgency to reinforce these
values for a better and more humane
society.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  sscchhoollaarr,,  ppooeett,,
ffrreeeellaannccee  jjoouurrnnaalliisstt  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt,,

AAllll  IInnddiiaa  RRaaddiioo  aanndd  TTVV  ppaanneelliisstt..
VViieewwss  aarree  ppeerrssoonnaall))
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Plastic waste 
in space getting 

recycled
Plastic waste is an ongoing

problem not only on Earth but in
space also. A team of scientists
in renowned organisations is
now testing a novel way to con-
vert discarded plastic in space
into useful material. For exam-
ple NASA is  experimenting with
space management in space
through the reactor project. The
system will subject waste mate-
rial from space to high tempera-
tures to convert it into usable
material. As part of the waste to
base materials program, a team
of scientists recently built reac-
tors that successfully converted
space debris into useful gas. In
another example, Scientists at
the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory are also developing a
machine that turns plastic into a
material usable in space itself.In
this experiment the PETase en-
zyme breaks down Poly
Ethylene Terephthalate (PET)
plastic into its basic components
of terephthalic acid, (which initi-
ates the entire process of recy-
cling PET in space). The acid is
then fed to bacteria, which con-
vert it into another compound
that can be used to make useful
nylon. Scientists have already
launched a soup of bacteria and
enzymes into space as part of an
autonomous system designed to
convert plastic waste into us-
able material. The most promis-
ing aspect of the latest  experi-
ment is that it works completely
autonomously, allowing 

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Rope in NGOs
It is appalling to see mal-

nourished or famished children
sleeping empty stomach not
only in remote or tribal pockets,
but also in urban areas. The up-
coming Union Budget should
introduce some mechanism to
provide food at village and
street level. Philanthropists,
NGOs, temples, gurdwaras and
big business houses can be
roped in for the purpose.
Media, both print and electron-
ic, can appeal and collect con-
tributions from the public to fi-
nance the local administration.
The task is gigantic, but where
there is a will, there is a way.

LLaalliitt  BBhhaarraaddwwaajj,,  PPaanncchhkkuullaa

Provide work, 
not ration

The apex court’s direction to
the Centre is appreciable. The
government is reportedly pro-
viding free ration to around 80
crore poor people. There has
been a steep rise in poverty
over the past few years, per-
haps due to the absence of
poverty alleviation scheme.
This year, India ranked 107 out
of 121 countries on the Global
Hunger Index against the 55th
position in 2014. How long the
government will provide free
ration to a sizeable portion of
the population by draining our
resources? Instead of giving
free ration to the poor, the gov-
ernment should provide them
some productive work, en-
abling them to earn their liveli-
hood.

RRoooopp  SSiinngghh  NNeeggii,,  SSoollaann
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A lioness with her cubs inside an enclosure, at Gandhi Zoological Park in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh, Thursday, Dec. 8.

LIONESS WITH HER CUBS

G ujarat is with BJP with a margin never seen before.
Himachal Pradesh has, once again, gone back to the

Congress. That's the summary of what happened on Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh Result Day 2022. The Bharatiya Janata
Party beat expectations and records while the Indian
National Congress ensured a recent historic trend as count-
ing drew to a close on yet another election counting day.
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh were the two states that went
to the polls in this round of assembly elections, the results of
which were declared Thursday, December 8. In Gujarat, the
BJP dominated beyond the expectations of all pollsters. The
party, which has controlled the state for 27 years now, was
on course to win more than 155 of the assembly's 182 seats.
The BJP was on course to surpass its previous best showing
of 127 seats in 2002 when Modi was the chief minister. The
Congress holds the all-time record of 149 seats that it had
won in 1985 under the leadership of Madhavsinh Solanki.
Though the opposition in Gujarat took on the Modi govern-
ment over rising inflation, slowing growth and joblessness,
the economic troubles apparently did not dent the BJP's pop-
ularity in Gujarat that has been a bastion of the party for
decades and where Modi was chief minister from 2001 to
2014.  Pulverised by the BJP, the Congress and the AAP ini-
tially seemed to be locked in a battle to grab the status of the
main opposition party in the state with the grand old party
having an edge. With a vote share of nearly 13 per cent, the
AAP was ahead in five seats. It also appeared to have played
spoilsport for the Congress which mustered a vote share of
about 27 per cent. While the Congress was not expected to
replicate its creditable performance of the last Assembly
elections in 2017, a good showing by the AAP could have
helped its supremo and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
cement his place as a key challenger to Prime Minister Modi
in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. But the Congress wrested
Himachal Pradesh from the Bharatiya Janata Party as it
crossed the majority mark of 35 seats in the 68-member as-
sembly in the hill state which maintained its tradition of not
voting any incumbent government to power since 1985. Aam
Aadmi Party, which had contested on 67 seats, failed to open
its account.  Himachal Pradesh has not voted any incumbent
government to power since 1985. The BJP and the Congress
contested on all 68 constituencies, while the AAP fielded can-
didates on 67 seats, the Bahujan Samaj Party on 53 and the
Communist Party of India (Marxist) on 11 seats. In 2017, the
BJP won 44 seats, the Congress 21 and the CPIM gained one.
Two Independent candidates, too, had won.

Dr. Krishnakumar Vepakomma

I
t is well known that healthcare ranks among the top
sectors in India in terms of both employment and in-

come.According to a survey published by CloudSEK, an ar-
tificial intelligence startup that deals with cyber risks,
India placed second among all nations in terms of cyber at-
tacks on healthcare systems in 2021.7.7% of all cyberat-
tacks on healthcare systems last year originated in India.
In comparison to the same period in 2021, cyberattacks on
the healthcare sector increased by 95.35 percent globally
in the first four months of this year.Over seven million
cyber attacks were recorded on the Indian healthcare sec-
tor, including vaccine makers and hospitals, between
October 1 and November 25, according to a report by the
CyberPeace Foundation.Since many view healthcare or-
ganizations as easy targets, cybercriminals are continu-
ously looking for ways to acquire health data. Data gath-
ered from these organizations is highly valuable on the
dark web. The healthcare industry is one of the main tar-
gets of data breaches, with 45 million people worldwide
being impacted by the most incidents last year. The
Internet of Things (IoT), remote health monitoring, elec-
tronic health records, and other technological improve-
ments in the healthcare industry, according to the reports,
have given cybercriminals a target for their attacks
on.There are many different kinds of cyberattacks, includ-
ing phishing, man-in-the-middle (MitM) attacks, malware
(including ransomware, spyware, worms, viruses, and
Trojan horses), and others.According to the National
Security Council Secretariat's (NSCS) cyber security divi-
sion, ransomware writers and cyber attackers frequently
target the health sector.Large pharmaceutical companies
like Dr. Reddy's Laboratories and Lupin reported a number
of data breaches that compromised multiple internal IT
systems and exposed a large number of patients' private
information in the previous year.One of India's major med-
ical schools, the All India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Delhi, was the target of the most recent hack on
November 23. Although India has been paying more atten-
tion to cyber security, Indian security managers should be
extremely concerned about the rising number of assaults
against India.Healthcare organizations must therefore pri-
oritize protecting their data by increasing their investment
in technological innovation and implementing all-encom-
passing cybersecurity measures in order to overcome
these problems. India has developed a plan to update its
current cyber security strategy with a focus on issues like
social media, protecting sensitive data, and the need for
new legislation in response to the evolving nature of cyber
threats and conflict. Modernizing IT infrastructure is es-
sential, according to experts, since it will enable a strong
cybersecurity programme that can either prevent an at-
tack or at the very least speed up its discovery, contain-
ment, and repair, in the event that it does happen.

Cyber attacks on the 
healthcare sector

Modi’s, more vibrant, Gujarat

Role of schools and religious institutions 
in upliftment of society

Vinod Chandrashekhar Dixit 

P ramukh Swami
Maharaj - the great

saint dedicated his entire life
for his cause had worked tire-
lessly to nurture BAPS
Swaminarayan Sanstha by
serving others without any
expectations. He had no de-
sire for credit or recognition
because in his heart was the
feeling of servitude. The cen-
tenary festival of
Brahmaswarup Pramukh
Swami Maharaj, who had
lived his entire life by his
words will be celebrated from
December 15, 2022 to January
15, 2023 in Ahmedabad. Lakhs
of followers of the
Bochasanwasi Akshar
Purushottam Swaminarayan
Sanstha (BAPS) from differ-
ent countries are expected to
attend the month-long
‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj

Shatabdi Mahotsav’ or
‘Pramukh Swami Maharaj
Centenary Festival’—the
grand finale of the centenary
events that is being hosted on
a 600-acre site called
‘Pramukh Swami Nagar’
along the Sardar Patel Ring
Road near Ognaj Circle on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad. The
BAPS is a spiritual, volunteer-
driven organization dedicated
to improving society through
individual growth by foster-
ing the Hindu ideals of faith,
unity, and selfless service. Its
worldwide network of 3,800
centers supports these char-
acter-building activities.

Pramukh Swami Maharaj
was the spiritual guru of the
sect. He was born on
December 7, 1921, became chief
of the sect in 1950 and died on
August 13, 2016. In childhood,
the guru got  the name
Pramukh Swami, which

means president saint.
Maharaj means king. He was
formally ordained a saint at 18,
renouncing worldly pursuits,
and became president of the
sect in 1950. He was made spiri-
tual head of the sect in 1971,
becoming the fifth man to hold
the title. He was also the driv-
ing force behind monthlong
BAPS festivals held across the
United States, events that
helped recruit new devotees.
People from all walks of life
will visit and offer their heart-
felt tributes to Pramukh
Swami Maharaj and gain in-
spiration from the fascinating
presentations, displays and
programmes about his univer-
sal life, works and messages.
The BAPS spiritual leader al-
ways gave enlightenment,
guidance, and wisdom to the
many entrusted to his care and
administered abundantly to
the spiritual and corporal

needs of all.
His was the simple life of a

celibate, ignoring fame and
recognition. His greatness lay
in his ability to relate to the
common man. He understood
the problems people face in
their everyday lives and em-
pathized with their pain. His
success was not measured by
the awards he received nor by
the recognition he accumulat-
ed. Rather, it is measured by
the number of lives he trans-
formed. A 30-feet high statue of
Pramukh Swami Maharaj on
a 15-feet high pedestal is encir-
cled by 24 recesses, with depic-
tions of his life and work, it
said. Other key attractions in-
clude a 67-feet high massive
replica of New Delhi's
Swaminarayan Akshardham,
an open-air theatre, children's
cultural land or Bal Nagri
spread over 17 acres and a
glow garden.

He was named as one of the
20 most influential people in the
world by Guinness World
Records in 2000. Pramukh
Swami Maharaj has also been
recognized by the British
Parliament, Canadian
Parliament, and the United
Nations for his work in promot-
ing religious harmony and giv-
ing back to local communities.
He inspired religious activities
in BAPS mandirs and satsang
centers throughout the world in
addition to the Swaminarayan
Akshardhams in New Delhi
and Gandhinagar. Swami in-
spired millions with his power-
ful motto: In the good of others
lies our own. There is no
doubt that this legacy of his
selfless service will continue
to benefit humanity for a long
time to come and the deeds of
Pramukh Swami would set
an example in the history of
this time.

Pramukh Swami Maharaj’s  words convey 
the wisdom of eternal truth 
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DR. SATYAWAN SAURABH Some religious institutions are useful in providing a forum for the mod-

ern mind to share a "righteous" value system through discourses and publi-

cations. It helps society to collectively develop, share and practice the right

value system. This in turn helps in the upliftment and improvement of soci-

ety and essentially in the efforts of character and nation-building. All reli-

gions command a person to do good deeds, to care for others, and to do what

is right or moral. We have a long tradition where individuals and industries

in India encourage "caring for society" as much as creating wealth for the

future expansion of the business and economy.
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BRIEF

Urbanisation

New Delhi: NITI
Aayog CEO
Parameswaran Iyer
on Thursday said that
urbanisation is going
to be the key as 50 per
cent of India's popula-
tion will live in urban
areas by 2047.
Addressing an event
organised by industry
body FICCI, Iyer said
many states have
done wonderful work
in solid waste man-
agement.
"Urbanisation is
going to be the key. By
2047, 50 per cent of the
population will live in
urban areas, if you
don't have basic serv-
ices in urban areas,
then it is going to be a
big challenge," he
noted. He said the cir-
cular economy is now
also becoming in-
creasingly important.

GST tribunal 
Gurugram: A GST
tribunal will be set
up in Haryana by
March next year for
the convenience of
tax payers and
lawyers in the state,
Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
said. For this, a rec-
ommendation has
been made to the GST
Council, the chief
minister said, adding
that two Joint ETC
Range Appeal Offices
would be opened at
Hisar and Gurugram
to resolve GST relat-
ed issues. The chief
minister was ad-
dressing as the chief
guest at the one-day
'Kar Samvad' pro-
gramme organised
for the first time in
the state by the
Excise and Taxation
Department,
Haryana in collabo-
ration with Haryana
Tax Bar Associations
at Gurugram. Deputy
Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala
also participated in
the programme as a
special guest.

Appointment

New Delhi: Hinduja
group flagship
Ashok Leyland on
Thursday said it has
appointed Shenu
Agarwal as MD and
CEO of the company
with immediate ef-
fect. Agarwal will
drive the technology
development,
growth, and future
strategy for the com-
pany towards achiev-
ing its vision to be
among the top ten
commercial vehicle
players globally, the
Chennai-based com-
mercial vehicle
maker said in a state-
ment. He joins the
company from
Escorts Kubota,
where he was desig-
nated as president.
"Agarwal has a
proven track record
as a leader from a
business conglomer-
ate and is an all-
rounder, having
worked in different
capacities in many
disciplines.

TRADE EXPO

People shop for decorative lights from Turkey during the Punjab International Trade
Expo (PITEX), in Amritsar, Thursday, Dec. 8, 2022. Traders from countries like
Thailand, Afghanistan, Turkey and Pakistan are taking part in the PITEX.

New Delhi, Dec 08:  

The government has
chalked out a plan along
with all stakeholders to
ease congestion at coun-
try's airports, which have
been witnessing heavy
traffic in recent days, and
the results will soon be vis-
ible, Civil Aviation
Ministry Jyotiraditya
Scindia said on Thursday.
Scindia also said in the
Lok Sabha that the in-
crease in traffic is due to
the "resurgence of traffic"
and also partly because of
the "democratisation of
civil aviation" and expan-
sion of the network across
the country. "I have had a

detailed meeting yester-
day not only with airport
operators but with the im-
migration, the CISF and
others.

I told them that we must
have a planning for peak
hour departures and ar-
rivals. Not on the basis of
an airport's capabilities of
take off and landing. On
the basis of our peak hour
traffic, we can manage our
departures and arrivals,"

he said during the
Question Hour. Scindia
said there is a great degree
of volatility in India's air-
ports graph which have to
be smoothen up -- very
similar to the winter
schedules being prepared
by the airports to handle
fog.

"I have requested the
airport operators to do the
peak hour planning.
Today, that process is on. I
am quite sure that we will
be able to manage our air-
ports traffic soon," he said.
Referring to the US and
Europe, where resurgence
of traffic was witnessed
too, the minister said there
was "mayhem" at the air-
ports of the US and
Europe where baggages
were lost. "Our airports
have done yeoman job.

That process is on. With
the new planning we will
be able to smoothen up the
process and I am very con-
fident about that," he said.
Scindia said civil aviation
was one of the most affect-
ed sectors during the
COVID-19 pandemic when
all the planes were
grounded. Pre-Covid, he
said, the highest number
of passengers in India's
history was 4.07 lakh on a
single day in 2019 and the
number was breached
three days ago when 4.13
lakh passengers travelled
by air on a single day.
"This speaks a lot about
this government's, and the
Prime Minister's priority --
democratisation of civil
aviation, increasing the
breadth as well as depth in
civil aviation," he said.

Govt plans to ease congestion
at airports: Scindia

̈ Results will 
soon be visible

New Delhi, Dec 08:  

A day after the RBI
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points, Kotak Mahindra
Bank Managing Director
Uday Kotak on Thursday
said the central bank may
go for one more rate hike
to bring inflation below its
upper tolerance level of 6
per cent. Yesterday, the
RBI indicated that it wants
inflation to be within the
band first and then move
towards the target of 4 per
cent, Kotak said at the CII
Global Economic Policy
Summit 2022. "My sense is
that there could be one
more rate hike and that
may be the time for think-
ing about a pivot, but we

got to watch very closely
the data, and maybe
around 6.5 per cent as it
looks today, subject to
what happens to the world,
subject to what happens to
oil, subject to what hap-
pens to many other
things," he said. Kotak fur-
ther said the US Federal
Reserve's decision on in-
terest rates this month

will be a signal for other
central banks. "I think that
is going to be a very cru-
cial signal about what is
the interest rate trajectory
in the largest market and
the largest pool of money
in the world, which is the
US," he said. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI)
Wednesday hiked the key
repo rate by 35 basis points
to 6.25 per cent, the fifth
straight increase since
May. In all, the RBI has
raised the benchmark rate
by 2.25 per cent since May
this year. On the potential
of the Indian economy,
Kotak said the country has
become the fifth largest in
the world at about USD 3.2
trillion and has huge po-
tential.

RBI may effect one more rate hike; repo
rate may rise to 6.5 pc: Uday Kotak

New Delhi, Dec 08:  

Inflationary pressure on
the FMCG segment is
"cooling off a little" and
volume growth from the
rural markets is going to
be better, ITC Chairman &
Managing Director Sanjiv
Puri said on Thursday.
Presently there is a "phe-
nomenal" amount of infla-
tion, hence FMCG volume
growth in rural areas is
"muted" and the bulk of
the growth is inflation
lead, he said in a panel dis-
cussion at an event organ-
ised by industry body CII.
When asked about the con-
sumption trends, Puri
said, "In the FMCG seg-

ments, we are seeing both
the trends of permutation
and at the same time there
is a lot of value-seeking be-
haviour and stress at the
lower price points."
However, he also said that
presently India is "much
better" than the rest of the
world, witnessing high in-
flation. "As far as consump-
tion is concerned, the main
stress point is inflation in-
duced because prices of
lots of products have gone
up at a percentage proba-
bly in the prior period that
would have taken five
years to go up," Puri added.
However, Puri also added
that rural demand is going
to get better because reali-
sations have been better
and costs are up and as a
net, it is "better off".

Inflation for FMCG segment
cooling down: Sanjiv Puri

̈ Volume from rural 
markets going to improve

New Delhi, Dec 08: 

Power deficit or gap between
electricity required and sup-
plied has fallen from two per
cent in April this year to 0.1
per cent, Parliament was
informed on Thursday. "The
gap between energy require-
ment and energy supplied
has been reduced from two
per cent to 0.1 per cent
between the month of April,
2022 and October, 2022,"
Power Minister R K Singh
stated in a written reply to
Lok Sabha. The data showed
that the deficit was 2,752
million units (units) in April
this year which came down
to 124 MU in October, 2022.
The power deficit was 609

MU (0.4 per cent) in May, 796
MU (0.6 per cent) in June,
434 MU (0.3 per cent) in July,
465 MU (0.4 per cent) in
August and 312 MU (0.2 per
cent) in September. In anoth-
er reply to the House, the
minister informed that as on
March 31, 2022, the coal
stock position was 25.6
Million Tonnes (MT), or 9
days of stock, and it
increased to 26.1 MT on
September 30, 2022 and fur-
ther increased to 30.9 MT, or
11 days of stock, as on
November 30, 2022. The coal
stock available at coal-based
thermal power plants of the
country is monitored by the
Central Electricity Authority
(CEA) on a daily basis. 

Power deficit declines to
0.1 pc in October from 2

pc in April this year

Pune, Dec 08: 

Bank of Maharashtra is
a leading public sector
bank of the country. Hindi
Diwas was celebrated with
great enthusiasm by the
Bank on Nov. 23 at Pune.
The program was presided
overby A.S. Rajeev,
Managing Director and
CEO, Bank of
Maharashtra. Renowned
film actress Mrinal
Kulkarni graced the event
as chief guest. AB Vijaya
Kumar Executive Director;
Asheesh Pandey, Executive
Director; K. Rajesh Kumar,
General Manager (HRM
and Rajbhasha) were spe-
cially present at the event.
General Managers of the
Head Office along with ex-
ecutives, officers and em-
ployees from all over the
country were present in
large number at the event.

K. Rajesh Kumar,
General Manager wel-
comed the dignitaries and
staff members to the pro-
gram and informed about
Hindi implementation in
the Bank. On this occa-

sion, the Braille version of
the Bank's e-magazine
"Mahabank Samvad
Sarita" was released by
A.S. Rajeev, Mrinal
Kulkarni and dignitaries
present on the dais. Cover
page of the forthcoming
issue of Mahabank
Pragati, the quarterly in-
house magazine of the
Bank, was also inaugurat-
ed by the dignitaries pres-
ent. In this program, prizes
were distributed to the
winners of various Hindi
competitions organized at
All India level.

Message of Home

Minister, Minister of State
for Finance and message of
Governor of RBI received
on the occasion of Hindi
Diwas were read out dur-
ing the program.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mrinal Kulkarni said
that Hindi cinema and tele-
vision have a huge contri-
bution in the promotion of
Hindi. While praising the
better work done in the
field of Rajbhasha, she
congratulated the Bank for
receiving "Kirti Award"
the highest award for
Rajbhasha.

In his address, A.S.

Rajeev, MD and CEO said
that Hindi and regional
languages are playing an
important role in provid-
ing quality customer serv-
ices with personal touch.
He congratulated the win-
ners of Rajbhasha Trophy
and Hindi competitions or-
ganised at Head Office.
A.B. Vijayakumar,
Executive Director in his
motivational speech said
that we should use simple
Hindi in our day to day
work. He said that the use
of Hindi and regional lan-
guages is also helpful for
our business growth.
Asheesh Pandey, Executive
Director in his address
said that customer is our
focus point and languages
are the medium of com-
munication with the cus-
tomers. He said that we all
should be proud of our
own languages.

Sushma Tiwari, AGM
(Inspection) delivered a
vote of thanks. Program
was coordinated and com-
pered by Dr. Rajendra
Shrivastava, DGM
(Rajbhasha).

Hindi Diwas celebrated at Bank of Maharashtra

(From left to Right) -K. Rajesh Kumar, General Manager,  A. B.
Vijayakumar, Executive Director, Ms. Mrinal Kulkarni, Prominent
film actress,  A. S. Rajeev, MD and CEO and  Asheesh Pandey,
Executive Director.

Mumbai, Dec 08:  

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by 160 points on
Thursday in choppy trade
following gains in select
banking and auto counters
amid mixed global cues. The
30-share index gained 160
points to settle at 62,570.68 as
13 of its components ad-
vanced while 17 declined.
The barometer opened lower
but later gained momentum
to touch a high of 62,633.56 in
the day's trade.

The broader Nifty of the
National Stock Exchange ad-
vanced 48.85 points to settle
at 18,609.35, with 27 of its con-
stituents closing in the red.
Axis Bank, IndusInd Bank,
ICICI Bank, SBI, L&T,
Infosys, M&M and Maruti
were major gainers among
Sensex stocks. Sun Pharma
fell the most by 3.57 per cent
after the USFDA listed its
Halol facility under an im-
port alert, banning export
from the plant to the
American market.
PowerGrid, TCS, Nestle,

Wipro, Kotak Bank and Bajaj
Finance were among the
other losers. "After touching
a record high, the domestic
market experienced signifi-
cant volatility as global mar-
kets tumbled due to fear of
an economic slowdown and
worries over a Fed rate hike.
Recession fears weighed on
IT and pharma stocks while
banks, especially PSBs, con-
tinued to support the bours-
es. "This volatility is expect-
ed to sustain in the global
market as we await the Fed
policy decision and US infla-
tion numbers due next
week," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

Sensex rises 160 pts
in choppy trade

Mumbai, Dec 08: 

The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range and settled 3
paise higher at 82.44 (provi-
sional) against the US dollar
on Thursday, supported by
positive domestic equities. At
the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.34 and
touched an intra-day high of
82.26 and a low of 82.47
against the greenback. It final-
ly settled at 82.44, registering
a rise of 3 paise over its previ-
ous close of 82.47. "Rupee
consolidated in a narrow
range even after the RBI
raised rates by another 35 bps.
It lowered its FY23 GDP fore-
cast to 6.8 per cent from 7 per
cent," said Gaurang Somaiya,
Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services. "We expect the USD-
INR (Spot) to trade sideways
and quote in the range of
82.20 and 82.80," he added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, advanced 0.29
per cent to 105.40. 

Rupee gains 3 paise
to close at 82.44

against US dollar

New Delhi, Dec 08: 

As the worst effects of the
covid-19 pandemic ebb, we
are beginning to witness a
massive surge in international
travel both for work and
leisure. India, in fact, has seen
a jump of 3X in international
travellers this year,which is
likely to double next year. In
order to make staying con-
nected easy, intuitive and
compelling, Airtel has
launched ‘Airtel World Pass’.
The World Pass revolutionises
the experience for all interna-
tional travel because it works
seamlessly across 184 coun-
tries. So even if you are en-
route at an Airport or travel-
ling to two or more countries
one pack now covers all your
roaming needs.  This change
comes on the back of exten-
sive customer research con-
ducted by Airtel that showed
that many customers find
International Roaming packs
in general confusing across

the whole global Telco indus-
try. As a result, many are not
connected when they want to
be. Or they seek complex
alternatives of temporary con-
nections abroad. Airtel has
now solved this problem struc-
turally with the launch of the
Airtel World pass.
Commenting on the launch of
the Airtel World Pass,
Shashwat Sharma, Director
Consumer Business, Bharti
Airtel said, “At Airtel, our mis-
sion is to solve customer prob-
lems so that our experience
speaks for itself. The feedback
that we have heard on interna-
tional travel related concerns
has compelled us to launch a
defining proposition for our
customers – the Airtel World
Pass. This offers our cus-
tomers one pack for the globe,
significantly greater value,
allows them to control what
they use on the app and allows
for emergency data usage
long after the pack allowance
is over.” 

Airtel launches ‘World Pass’

New Delhi, Dec 08: 

Amazon Fashion has an-
nounced the 11th edition
of its biggest shopping
event, Wardrobe Refresh
Sale with deals across a
wide selection of the most
loved fashion and beauty
brands. As the year 2022
comes to an end, it’s time
to reminisce the memories
and celebrate with your
loved one’s in your most
fashionable attire over a
Sunday brunch, wedding
season, house party or the
New Year Eve’s. No matter
what your plans are, we
have you covered with a
wide selection on fashion
and beauty categories in-
cluding apparel, shoes,
handbags, watches, jewel-
ry, kids wear, beauty essen-
tials, luxury beauty and
much more. Customers
can avail 50% to 80% off

during the 5-day shopping
event that begins on
Friday, December 9th and
goes on till Wednesday,
14th December 2022.

11th edition of WRS
on Amazon Fashion

Mumbai, Dec 08: 

Pernod Ricard India
(PRI), a global leader in
the wine and spirits indus-
try, launches an industry
first initiative - #One For
Our Planet, as it continues
its journey towards the re-
moval of permanent
mono-cartons from its
packaging. With this land-
mark sustainability initia-
tive, the company isremov-
ing 100% permanent
mono-cartons from its
packaging by June 2023, in
a phased manner.

#One For Our Planet
reiterates the company’s
commitment to reduce
the environmental im-
pact of packaging across
each step of its value
chain, from grain to
glass. It also aims to
nudge today’s purpose-

driven consumers to
make eco-conscious pur-
chase decisions.
Advancingtowards a
greener tomorrow, with
this initiative, Pernod
Ricard India strives to
generate a holistic im-
pact by reducing carbon

emissionsevery year by
7310 Tonnes, saving2.5
lakh trees, and reducing
waste-to-land fill by 18745
tons. With this initiative,
the company aims to re-
duce cumulative packag-
ing emissions by over
75,000 tonnes by 2030.

PRI launches new initiative to reduce 
environmental impact across its value chain

Shraddha Arya: Wonderful that
Shakti and I keep our personal,
professional bond separate

'K
undali Bhagya' actress Shraddha Arya talks
about her off-screen chemistry and the friendly
bond she shares with her co-actor Shakti Arora on

the sets of her show. The actress says that both of them
enjoy spending time with each other and they love to discuss
different topics. "Shakti and I share an extremely different bond
than what viewers watch on screen. Shakti is a very supportive

co-actor and a gentleman at heart. In between our shots, when
we rehearse for our scenes, sometimes we end up chatting
about something totally different and then we lose track of
time." Shraddha is a known face of the TV industry and has
been part of several shows including 'Main Lakshmi Tere
Aangan Ki', 'Tumhari Paakhi',and 'Dream Girl'. She joined
'Kundali Bhagya' in 2017 and gained a lot of popularity for her
portrayal of Dr Preeta Arora. In the show, Shakti is seen as
Arjun Suryavanshi, who has created a lot of issues in the
life of Preeta. However, the actress says that they keep their
on and off-screen relationship completely different and
maintain a proper balance. "Shooting with him has be-

come easy and fun now because we have this unsaid
understanding between us. I think it is important to
have a balance in every relationship and it is won-

derful that Shakti and I keep our personal and profes-
sional bond separate," she
adds. 'Kundali Bhagya'
airs on Zee TV.

R
upali Ganguly, who
is currently seen play-
ing the titular role in

the show 'Anupamaa' talks
about the ongoing track

where Anupamaa is helping
the rape victim in fighting her
battle for justice. The actress says

that raising such issues is quite
important and she is fortunate to

be part of a show which is try-
ing to give out a strong mes-
sage.

She says: "I feel very very proud that I
am a part of a show which raises the is-
sues about which people cringe to talk
about. People want to kind of put topics
under the rug and forget about them. I
am glad that we are raising issues that
need to be brought forth. My producer
is very gutsy to pick a subject like this.
The entire point was to bring people
out of their comfort zone and say ‘Hey,
this happened. And what better to say
than to say it through Anupamaa?"
Rupali, who became a household
name with shows such as 'Sarabhai
Vs Sarabhai', 'Sanjivani', 'Baa Bahoo
Aur Baby', and many more, shares
further that the current track is
meant to motivate people to un-
derstand the importance of
opening up about such abuse
because hiding it is not going
to resolve any problem.

"The idea behind bringing
up this topic was that such
things have been happen-
ing for years but still talk-
ing about such things
has been considered a
taboo with our current
plot. We want people
to be comfortable

talking about such
things," she adds.

'Anupamaa' airs
on Star Plus.

Priyanka received equal pay just
once in her 20-year career

A
ctress Priyanka Chopra Jonas revealed in an interview that her up-
coming Amazon Prime Video series 'Citadel' is the first time she's ever
received equal pay as her male co-stars. She has been acting for 20

years. "I would get paid about 10 per cent of the salary of my male co-actor.
(The pay gap) is large, substantially large. And so many women still deal with
that. I'm sure I will too if I worked with a male co-actor now in Bollywood. "My
generation of female actors have definitely asked [for equal pay]," she
added. "We've asked, but we've not got it." Priyanka detailed other ways
in which she contended against sexism while working on Bollywood
productions. "I thought it was absolutely ok to sit for hours and hours
on set, while my male co-ator just took his own time, and decided when-
ever he wanted to show up on set is when we would shoot," she said. "I
was called 'black cat' and 'dusky.' I mean, what does 'dusky' even mean
in a country where we are literally all brown?" Chopra Jonas contin-
ued. "I thought I was not pretty enough, I believed that I would have to
work a lot harder, even though I thought I was probably a little bit more
talented than my fellow actors who were lighter skinned." Amazon
Prime Video's upcoming 'Citadel' hails from 'Avengers: Infinity War' di-
rectors Joe and Anthony Russo and features an ensemble cast that is
headlined by Priyanka and Richard Madden. The show is billed as an
"action-packed spy series" that spans the globe, and it's being de-
signed to launch spinoff series set in India, Spain Mexico and more.

Malaika Arora hints at
trying her hands at

stand-up comedy

D
iva Malaika Arora has no qualms about trying her hand at unique things
and says she wants to take up stand-up comedy and challenge herself.
Malaika said: "Well, with regards to Films, scripts etc, I'm still unsure

whether I want to go down that road yet or not and whether I want to take that
plunge... But one thing that really stuck with me was the stand-up part." She

added: "Sumukhi and I had loads of conversations, exchanged multiple
voice notes and late night voice recordings. She gave me homework

and I practiced it in front of the mirror. You know, if you
have to be a stand up comic, you

should be ready to
laugh at yourself,

joke at yourself,
and touch

upon topics
that you may

not be comfort-
able with.

That's what I
did and I am

glad I made this
decision and

took up this challenge."
Malaika makes her digital

debut with 'Moving In With
Malaika' on Disney+

Hotstar. She is set to give
fans access to her life

through unfiltered
conversations.

ACROSS

1. Count ____ of jazz

6. Skin woe

10. Diplomacy

14. Siren

15. Dr. ____ of TV

16. Norwegian port

17. Spock's specialty

18. TV signal quality

20. Diminish

22. Produce again

23. Miami team

25. Male cat

26. Eve's guy

29. Navy members

32. Health club

35. Dubuque's locale

36. Pinball parlor

37. Restaurant bill

38. School official

39. Jog

40. Bank (on)

41. Miscalculate

42. Nova ____

45. Native minerals

46. Wind dir.

47. Menace

48. Connecting words

49. Average mark

50. Thin rope

52. Dozing ones

57. Untidy conditions

61. Inedible mushroom

63. Fixed gaze

64. 43,560 square feet

65. Talented

66. Weird

67. Courageous

68. Obey

69. Attempted

DOWN

1. Cinderella's dance

2. Sunburn soother

3. Wilts

4. Oscar Wilde, e.g.

5. Roast host

6. Fourth mo.

7. "Moonstruck" actress

8. Agreeable

9. Voted in

10. Carved pole

11. Tibet's locale

12. Thicken

13. Hue

19. Inclined

21. Space org.

24. Fright

26. Assistants

27. Active ones

28. In the know

30. Sharp

31. Madman

32. Strict

33. Lost color

34. Chasm

40. Type of car

42. Stairs

43. Fastest land animal

44. Energy source

49. Surrendered

51. Bowler's button

52. Pierce

53. Loony

54. James ____ Jones

55. Judge's attire

56. Shoe bottom

58. Hindu dress

59. Huron's neighbor

60. Grain

62. Guided
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Actor Aaryan Prajapati, who
plays Hritik in &TV's

gharelu comedy, Happu ki
Ultan Paltan, has come a long
way as a child actor. With his
character Hritik, the overly
intelligent and sarcastic son of
Happu (Yogesh Tripathi) and
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak), he
has been tickling the viewers'
funny bones. Aaryan has
appeared in films and televi-
sion and collaborated with
many well-known Bollywood
artists. In this interview,
Aaryan gets candid about his
journey in the entertainment
industry, his current show, his
dream roles, and his upcoming
projects.
EExxcceerrppttss  ooff  iinntteerrvviieeww::
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouurr  aaccttiinngg  jjoouurrnneeyy
ssttaarrtt??
I used to imitate it in front of
the mirror and with my friends
when I was three. They all
used to compliment me and
say I was a "Chota Packet

Bada Dhamaka." My mother
identified my talent and
worked hard to improve my
skills in front of the camera.
She also quit her job to sup-

port my acting dream.
Although I was a child, I recall
her accompanying me to pro-
duction houses and advertis-
ing agencies, carrying me all
day, and surviving on one
meal after my nursery classes.
I believe that no journey in life
can be successful unless your
parents support you. My first
break was in a television com-
mercial, and I gradually
worked my way up to televi-
sion and film.
HHooww  ddiidd  yyoouu  ggeett  yyoouurr  rreeccooggnnii--
ttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  TTVV  iinndduussttrryy??
I did a lot of commercials but
didn't get much fame initially.
Whenever I used to go for any
audition, even after liking my
auditions, the casting direc-
tors used to not cast me,
telling my mother that I
looked too small for any role.
After months of hard work, I
was allowed to make a cameo
appearance in one of the most
popular shows, with Ravi

Dubey sir and Aishwarya
Sakhuja mam. It was the role
that launched me into the tel-
evision industry. People
noticed my talent, and I
received offers for various
shows, particularly in the
comic genre.
AAnnyy  ddrreeaamm  rroollee??

I love writing poems and rap. I
have written many poems and
received a lot of praise for
doing a lot of rapping and
singing in my school and my
show, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan.
Just like doing an action genre
film, I would also love to play
a rapper on the big screen; it
is one of my biggest dream
roles, and it would be a dream
come true if I got selected to
play a legendary rapper in any
biopic.
Watch Aaryan Prajapati as
Hritik in Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
at 10:00 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only on
&TV!

‘My mother left her job to support my acting dream’

Rupali Ganguly: 
Proud I’m part 

of a show which
raises issues

about which 
people cringe 

to talk

Actress Kirti Kulhari is
all set for her short film

'Rest Of The Night' opposite
Vishwas Kini. She talks
about playing a woman
stuck at home during the
pandemic and brings out
her emotional turmoil. She
says: "'Rest Of The Night' is
about being stuck mentally
and emotionally. It's about
relationships... How they
give us so much, but also
take away so much... It's a
story of a woman unable to
move on and find closure.
The film emphasises the
need to take care of one's
mental health and how it's
important to express and
share your emotions." Kirti
was seen in movies such as

'Shaitan', 'Pink',
'Blackmail', 'Uri: The
Surgical Strike', and the
web series 'Four More
Shots Please'. The actress
says she loves playing com-
plex and challenging char-
acters. In the short film,
she depicts a personality
going through a feeling of
loneliness because she is
confined at home and has
no one to understand her
emotions. She is suffering
from insomnia also. Kirti
adds: "It's a complex char-
acter and I love playing
such roles. I am, as an
actor, always trying to push
the envelope and find a
deeper meaning in my per-
formances."

Kirti Kulhari’s ‘Rest Of The Night’
is story of a woman unable to

move on and find closure
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Doha, Dec 08 (AP):

To Bruno Fernandes,
World Cup teammate
Cristiano Ronaldo is the
most famous athlete in
sports. Joao Felix has de-
scribed Ronaldo as "irre-
placeable." Gon alo Ramos,
Portugal's new 21-year-old
star, has never known his
national team without
Ronaldo involved in it. A
future without the coun-
try's greatest ever player
could be a daunting
prospect to the up-and-
coming generation of
Portugal internationals.
They aren't showing it at
the World Cup. In fact,
they showed they might
even be liberated by step-
ping out of Ronaldo's long
shadow given the way
Portugal demolished
Switzerland 6-1 in the
round of 16 on Tuesday.

Turns out there is life
after the five-time world
player of the year, even if
that is hard for some to
imagine.

Portugal coach
Fernando Santos wanted a
team "playing with a lot of
fluidity" against
Switzerland and that in-
variably meant leaving the
37-year-old Ronaldo the
player with more goals
(118) than anyone in men's
international soccer on

the bench. It was a big call
and it couldn't have gone
better, at least against
Switzerland.

It's a call that Erik ten
Hag has made at
Manchester United this
season, preferring to have
more mobile players in his
front four than an un-
doubted goal machine
whose movement is no
longer what it was.

It took until the round of
16 for Santos to make that
move at the World Cup,
with his convictions

strengthened by his obvi-
ous unhappiness at
Ronaldo's attitude after
being substituted in the
group game against South
Korea. The Portuguese
soccer federation insisted
Thursday that Ronaldo
was dedicated to the team,
saying he had built up a
"unique track record every
day" of service for his
country and had an "un-
questionable degree of
commitment to the nation-
al team." That won't neces-
sarily guarantee him

starts in the future.
Santos went through the

attributes of the three
strikers in his squad
Ronaldo, Ramos and
Andre Silva and said that
while Ronaldo is a player
"who is more fixed and
plays in a more deter-
mined area," Ramos is
"more dynamic." So drop-
ping Ronaldo requires a
shift in game plan. It
might have worked
against Switzerland, but
will it work against
Morocco?

Adelaide, Dec 08 (AP):

Marnus Labuschagne
and Travis Head posted
unbeaten centuries in a
199-run stand to lead
Australia to 330-3 against
West Indies at stumps on
day one Thursday of the
second cricket Test.

Labuschagne scored his
third century in as many
innings against West
Indies and was 120 not out
at Adelaide Oval.

Head was 114 not out
after making his first test
century on his home
ground in the day-night
match.

Both teams made in-
jury-enforced changes fol-
lowing Australia's 164-run
win in the series-opener in
Perth last weekend.
Marquino Mindley, one of
three changes for the de-
pleted West Indies, left the
field with a hamstring
strain after bowling just
two overs on debut.

The Australians got on
top early after stand-in
captain Steve Smith won
the toss and opted to bat
first.

Usman Khawaja shared
a 34-run opening stand
with David Warner (21)
and 95 with Labuschagne
for the second wicket be-
fore his dismissal for 62
triggered the only slight
wobble in Australia's in-
nings.

Part-time seamer Devon
Thomas was the unlikely

bowler to break the sec-
ond-wicket stand, trapping

Khawaja lbw from around
the wicket on the first ball
of the 42nd over.

Khawaja was given out
and immediately reviewed
the decision, but the third
umpire confirmed the dis-
missal and Australia was
129-2. In the next over, for-
mer skipper Jason Holder
took a return catch off his
own bowling to dismiss
Smith for a duck as
Australia lost two wickets
for two runs in 11 deliver-
ies.

But Labuschagne and
Head counter-attacked in
quick time, restoring
Australia's dominance.

Labuschagne cut
Thomas to the point
boundary to raise his 10th
century in his 30th test,
and third in succession in
this series following his
204 and 104 not out in
Perth.

Head was next, reaching
triple figures for the fifth
time in a test with a driven
boundary through mid-off,
continuing his dominance
through the off-side. His
century came off 125 deliv-
eries and contained 10
boundaries.

West Indies skipper
Kraigg Brathwaite cycled
through seven bowlers in
pursuit of a wicket on a
pitch that favored the bat,
with only Joseph (1-81),
Holder (1-42) and Thomas
(1-43) getting any rewards.

Labuschagne, Head centuries 
lift Australia to 330-3 on Day 1

Australian batsmn Travis Head celebrates scoring his century on the
first day of the second cricket Test match between Australia and the
West Indies at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide on December 8.

Portugal stepping out of
Ronaldo’s long shadow at WC

Portugal's forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo (L) and his teammate Portugal's forward #21 Ricardo
Horta (C) take part in a training session at the Al Shahaniya SC training site, northwest of Doha.

Navi Mumbai, Dec 08 (PTI):

The build-up to the se-
ries has been far from
ideal but the Indian
women's cricket team will
be keen to give a tough
time to the all-conquering
Australia in the five-
match T20 rubber begin-
ning here on Friday.

With two months go for
the T20 World Cup in
South Africa, the
Harmanpreet Kaur-led
side should also exactly
know where they stand
following the five games.
Head coach Ramesh
Powar was suddenly
sacked three days before
the series opener and for-
mer India batter
Hrishikesh Kanitkar is
now in charge of the sup-
port staff as the designat-
ed batting coach. India
managed to win the Asia
Cup in October though
they were guilty of experi-
menting a tad too much
which cost them a league
game against Pakistan.
The batting has a settled
look with star batter
Smriti Mandhana expect-

ed to score the bulk of the
runs. Her opening partner
Shafali Verma, who will
lead in the U-19 World Cup
next month, will be put
under pressure by the
Australian pacers consid-
ering her weakness
against the short ball.

Jemimah Rodrigues has

shown good form ever
since returning to the na-
tional side while skipper
Harmanpreet too has re-
gained consistency.
Harleen Deol and Yastika
Bhatia have made a come-
back after their prolific
run in the Challenger
Trophy. Leg-spin bowling

all-rounder Devika Vaidya
has made a return to the
T20 side after eight years
and her presence lends va-
riety to the spin attack full
of left-armers and offies.
Renuka Thakur has been
the standout pacer for the
team over the past six

months and she would be
hoping for support from
uncapped left-arm seamer
Anjali Sarvani.

Australia, who will be
led by Alyssa Healy in
Meg Lanning's absence,
too have fresh faces in the
line-up. Expectations are
high from 19-year-old bat-
ter Phoebe Litchfield who

is expected to fill the re-
tired Rachael Haynes'
shoes. The southpaw had
spent a lot of time with
Mandhana during the
WBBL last year.

Ex-Ireland pacer Kim
Garth and Heather
Graham are also expected
to make their Australia
debut.

India get to test themselves against mighty Aussies in five T20s

NNaavvii  MMuummbbaaii:: Indian women's cricket team skipper Harmanpreet Kaur on Thursday denied any
fallout with Ramesh Powar who has been sacked as the head coach with less than two months
to go for the T20 World Cup. In a repeat of the 2018 saga when Powar was replaced as the head
coach after being at loggerheads with then captain Mithali Raj, the former India spinner once
again faced the axe and was shunted to the National Cricket Academy, reportedly on request of
Harmanpreet. Harmanpreet, however, categorically denied the reports of rift and termed it a
"decision" taken by the BCCI. "Well, it's nothing like that. I've always enjoyed working with
Ramesh sir whenever I got an opportunity. We have learnt a lot from him and grown as a team,"
she said on the eve of their five-match T20I series against Australia. "It's the BCCI's decision
who's moved to NCA. He will work there as the spin coach, and whenever we'll go to NCA,
Ramesh sir is always available." The board has now roped in Hrishikesh Kanitkar as the batting
coach of the team and he will be at the helm for the series against Australia. Former India all-
rounder Kanitkar was in charge when they won a series in Sri Lanka and Harmanpreet said he's
the "apt candidate" for the job and that the team is in the right hands. Hailing his "calmness",
she said: "We had a very good experience with him when we were in Sri Lanka. "He was always
available whenever it's needed. He brings a lot of experience to the team. We are only looking
forward and how we proceed further. We are in right hands. We are fully okay with whatever the
decision BCCI is taking. "He's very calm. We needed someone who can give that calmness on the
field. You would have seen that in the past at a crucial time, the girls need that support, some-
one who can guide with calmness and tell us what and how to do with some clear thoughts. We
had experienced that in Sri Lanka."

Always enjoyed working with Ramesh sir: Harmanpreet

Match starts 7 PM IST.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI):

India A captain Abhimanyu
Easwaran is likely to be called
as injured skipper Rohit
Sharma's replacement for the
upcoming two Test series
against Bangladesh, starting in
Chattogram on December 14.
Skipper Rohit, who valiantly
tried to save the ODI series
despite a left thumb disloca-
tion, is likely to be out of the
Test series. "Abhimanyu
Easwaran has scored back to
back hundreds in ongoing A
Test series and is an opener. In
all likelihood, he will join the
squad in Chattogram after fin-

ishing his second A Test in
Sylhet," a senior BCCI source
told PTI on conditions of
anonymity. Easwaran scored
141 in first A Test and was 144
not out at stumps on day two
of the second Test.
While Easwaran might come in
as Rohit's cover, it will be
stand in skipper KL Rahul and
young Shubman Gill who
would be opening the innings
for India in Chattogram and
Dhaka. It is also understood
that Bengal seamer Mukesh
Kumar, who has consistently
performed for India A, or
Umran Malik, could replace an
injured Mohammed Shami.
India's bowling could have a
severely depleted look as
Ravindra Jadeja, who hasn't
played a single match since
undergoing knee surgery, will
be playing the Test matches
straightaway. While Axar Patel
is already in the squad,
Saurabh Kumar could be called
in from the A team as a back
up left arm spinner unless
some out of box thinking
brings Suryakumar Yadav in
the mix. Surya has already
confirmed that he will play
Mumbai's second Ranji Trophy
game this season.

Easwaran likely cover
for injured Rohit

Multan, Dec 08 (AP):

England brought in fast
bowler Mark Wood and
shrugged off Pakistan's at-
tempt to make the Multan
pitch friendlier for spin in
the second test from Friday.

Wood was the only
change England made after
its landmark, 74-run win in
the first test at Rawalpindi
on Monday.

Wood replaced all-
rounder Liam Livingstone,
who returned home after
injuring his knee during
the first test. "Having some-
one in your squad who can
bowl at 150 kph is a massive
bonus for any team,"
England captain Ben Stokes
said of Wood on Thursday.

"Having someone of this
caliber and what he brings,
the way in which he bowls,
is going to be massive for
us. He is going to add to our
ability to take 20 wickets."

Wood hasn't played a test
since March when he sus-
tained an elbow injury. He
missed the entire English
county season and returned
to international cricket
during England's seven-
match Twenty20 series in
Pakistan in September. But

a hip injury sidelined him
from the climax of the tri-
umphant T20 World Cup
campaign in Australia.

With Shaheen Afridi in-
jured and out of the entire
three-match series,
Pakistan's bowling re-
sources were further de-
pleted when paceman Haris
Rauf was ruled out of the
remaining two tests after
injuring his right thigh dur-
ing his debut test at
Rawalpindi. "We are facing
injury problems because
most of our fast bowlers are
playing in all the three for-
mats and that is very tough
on them," Pakistan captain
Babar Azam said.

Another dry pitch awaits
in Multan, which is hosting
its first test in 16 years
when Pakistan played out a
draw against the West
Indies.

Ruthless England adds pace of Wood for 2nd test

England's captain Ben
Stokes (L) and teammate
Harry Brook arrive to bat
during a training session

ahead of their second cricket
Test match against England,

at the Multan Cricket
Stadium in Multan on

December 8.

Sylhet, Dec 08 (PTI):

India A put themselves in
a commanding position by
posting a mammoth first-in-
nings total of 562 and then
reducing Bangladesh A to 49
for two at stumps on the
third day of the second unof-
ficial Test match here on
Thursday.

Still ahead by 261 runs, the
visitors will look for an in-
nings victory on the final
day. At the close of the penul-
timate day's play, Shadman
Islam was batting on 22,
while Mominul Haque was
on 4. Zakir Hasan, who got a
maiden call-up in the upcom-
ing first Test against India,
was out for 12, while
Mahmudul Hasan Joy was

dismissed for 10. Saurabh
Kumar (1/10) and Umesh
Yadav (1/16) were the wicket
takers for India A. Earlier, re-
suming their first innings at
324 for five, skipper
Abhimanyu Easwaran (157)
added 13 runs to his
overnight score while Jayant
Yadav made 83. Saurabh
smashed a 39-ball 55 and
Navdeep Saini scored an un-
beaten 50 off 68 deliveries as
India A tailenders gave a
good account of themselves
to propel the side to 562 for
nine before declaring. Jayant
decorated his 150-ball stay
with 10 boundaries while
Saurabh hit seven fours and
two hits over the fence dur-
ing his entertaining knock.
Saini struck five fours and
two sixes during his half-cen-
tury. Right-arm pacer
Mushfiq Hasan (3/129) and
left-arm spinner Hasan
Murad (3/145) picked up
three wickets apiece for
Bangladesh A. Pacer Sumon
Khan (2/119) also chipped in
with a couple of wickets.
Bangladesh A will have to
bat out of their skin to save
the match as India A have a
full day's play to dislodge the
remaining eight wickets.

India A tail wags against Bangladesh
A in second unofficial Test

Jayant Yadav's 83 frustrated
Bangladesh A.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI):

Nagpur, Delhi,
Dharamsala and
Ahmedabad have been
chosen as the venues for
the much awaited four-
Test series between India
and Australia from
February 9 to March 13.

The BCCI on Thursday
announced the schedule
for the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy as well as the limit-
ed overs home series
against Sri Lanka and
New Zealand in January-
February. The Test series
will be part of the World
Test Championship cycle.
"This will also be the last
edition of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy which
will be a 4-match Test se-
ries feature," said the BCCI
in a statement with the two
teams battling out in a five-
match series thereafter.

The VCA Stadium in
Jamtha will host the open-
ing Test from February 9-
13 before the caravan
moves to Delhi for the sec-
ond Test from February 17-
21. There is a week's gap
between the second and
third Test which takes

place in Dharamsala from
March 1-5. The final game
of the series will be played
at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad
from March 9-13.

India-Australia Test series to
begin at Nagpur from Feb 9

TT2200IIss  vveerrssuuss  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 1st
T20I (Jan 3, Mumbai); 2nd
T20I (Jan 5, Pune); 3rd T20I
(Jan 7, Rajkot); 
OODDIIss  vvss  SSrrii  LLaannkkaa:: 1st ODI
(Jan 10, Guwahati); 2nd ODI
(Jan 12, Kolkata); 3rd ODI
(Jan 15; Trivandrum).
OODDIIss  vveerrssuuss  NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd::
1st ODI (Jan 18,
Hyderabad); 2nd ODI (Jan
21, Raipur); 3rd ODI (Jan 24,
Indore); 
TT2200IIss  vveerrssuuss  NNZZ:: 1st T20I
(Jan 27, Ranchi); 2nd T20I
(Jan 29, Lucknow); 3rd T20I
(Feb 1; Ahmedabad).
TTeessttss  vveerrssuuss  AAuussttrraalliiaa:: 1st
Test (Feb 9-13; Nagpur); 2nd
Test (Feb 17-21; Delhi); 3rd
Test (Mar 1-5; Dharamsala);
4th Test (Mar 9-13;
Ahmedabad); ODIs vs
Australia: 1st ODI (Mar 17;
Mumbai); 2nd ODI (Mar 19;
Vizag); 3rd ODI (Mar 22;
Chennai).

Indian Home Series

Lay offs are deemed illegal if
not carried as per Industrial
Disputes Act: Minister Yadav
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Political strategist and Jan Suraj Abhiyan chief Prashant Kishor during 'Jan Suraj Sanvad
Pad Yatra', in East Champaran district, Thursday.

JAN SURAJ SANVAD PAD YATRA

Students perform Bharatnatyam during the cultural programme Udgam, in Dehradun.

BHARATNATYAM

Delhi govt moves SC seeking review 
of verdict acquitting 3 convicts

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The Delhi government
has moved the Supreme
Court seeking a review of
its November 7 verdict ac-
quitting three death row
convicts of gang-rape and
murder of a 19-year-old girl
in Delhi's Chhawla area in
2012, saying the offence was
"diabolic in nature exhibit-
ing grave depravity and bes-
tiality" and fell under the
"rarest of rare" category.

Highlighting that scien-
tific evidence "withstood
legal scrutiny and revolu-
tionised crime investiga-
tions", the review plea said
the DNA sample tests

showed "positive results"
linking the accused with
the crime. The top court
had on November 7 acquit-
ted the three men while set-
ting aside the Delhi High
Court's August 26, 2014
order upholding the death
sentence awarded by the
trial court.

Several review pleas in-
cluding the one filed by the
father of the deceased vic-
tim against the apex court
verdict have been filed re-
cently. The Delhi govern-
ment's review plea, settled
by Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta and Additional
Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, referred

to "errors apparent on face
of the records" in the apex
court judgement. "Offences
like these do not just affect
the victim and her family
but have a much larger and
grave impact on the society
as well, which is bound to
adversely influence the na-
tion's fight of zero tolerance
of sexual offences against
the women.

"Acts of gruesome na-
ture such as rape not only
violate the victim's person-
al integrity but also leave
an indelible mark in the so-
ciety at large. This is the
reason why families do not
feel confident enough to
send their daughters out to

contribute to the nation,"
the plea said. Seeking the
verdict to be set aside, it
said the trial court and the
high court had awarded the
death penalty to the con-
victs after taking note of
the the "diabolic" manner,
exhibiting grave depravity
and bestiality, in which the
crime was committed.

"In the instant case the
crime and the manner in
which the said crime was
committed reflects the na-
ture of sexual predators
and sexual psychopaths
who with complete impuni-
ty and brazenness chose to
kidnap the young 18-year-
old girl from a public road

while she was on her way
back from office along with
her friends," it said.

The accused "raped and
brutalised the prosecutrix
in a moving car for several
hours and finally contin-
ued to satisfy their depravi-
ty in a field close to Jhajjar,
Haryana where they not
only violated and bru-
talised her body by gang
raping her and inflicting
grave injuries upon her,
but continued their bestial-
ity even upon the lifeless
body of the victim result-
ing in grave post mortem
injuries especially on the
sexual organs of the de-
ceased," it alleged.

SP’s Dimple Yadav records thumping victory 
in Mainpuri bypoll with over 2.8 lakh votes

Mainpuri, Dec 08 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party candi-
date Dimple Yadav on
Thursday won the
Mainpuri parliamentary
bypoll defeating her near-
est rival Raghuraj Singh
Shakya of BJP by a mar-
gin of 2,88,461 votes.

Considered as SP's bas-
tion, the seat was held by
party patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav and it got va-
cated after his death on
October 10.

Accompanied by hus-
band and party chief
Akhilesh Yadav, Dimple
received her certificate
from returning officer
here.

In 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
Mulayam Singh Yadav
had won the Mainpuri
seat by defeating BJP can-
didate Prem Singh
Shakya with a margin of
over 94,000 votes. The SP
had contested the 2019
elections with the BSP.

Dimple Yadav's margin
is more than that of her
father-in-law shows the
faith of people of
Mainpuri on 'Netaji'
(Mulayam) and develop-
ment work carried out by
him.

BJP candidate Shakya
even lost in his Daulpur
booth by 187 votes.

While Dimple Yadav se-
cured 6,18,120 votes (64.08

per cent), Shakya re-
ceived 3,29,659 votes (34.18
per cent).

Taking lesson from SP's
defeat in Azamgarh and
Rampur Lok Sabha by-
polls in June this year in
which the SP chief had
not campaigned,
Akhilesh Yadav stayed
put in Mainpuri criss-
crossing the constituency
to mobilise support for
his wife.

He moved out of
Mainpuri only once dur-
ing campaign period to
address a rally with Azam
Khan in Rampur.

In pursuance to its
claim of winning all the
80 Lok Sabha seats in UP

in 2024 general elections,
the BJP was eyeing to win
Mainpuri by-election to
gain a big momentum.

Mulayam Singh Yadav
still holds the record for
winning the election from
Mainpuri Lok Sabha seat
by the maximum number
of votes. In the 2014 elec-
tions, the SP founder de-
feated his nearest rival
Shatrughan Singh
Chauhan of the BJP by a
margin of 3,64,666 votes.

Before this, Mulayam
Singh had won the Lok
Sabha elections in 2004 by
more than 3 lakh votes
when he defeated his
nearest rival Ashok
Shakya of BJP.

Bill to promote use of non-fossil
fuels introduced in Rajya Sabha

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

A bill that seeks to pro-
mote the use of non-fossil
fuels, including ethanol,
green hydrogen and bio-
mass, was introduced in
Rajya Sabha for passage
on Thursday.

The Energy
C o n s e r v a t i o n
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, is
also aimed at helping the
country achieve its inter-
national commitments on
climate change.

The legislation was
cleared by Lok Sabha in
August this year.

Piloting the bill in the
Upper House, Power
Minister R K Singh said
the country is working to-
wards reduction in emis-
sions although its per
capita emissions is about
one third of the global av-
erage.

"If we look at the total
carbon dioxide load on
the environment, our con-
tribution is just 3.4 per
cent even as our popula-
tion is 17.5 per cent of the
global population," he
said.

Yet, the county has
emerged as one of the
leading nations in energy
transition and climate ac-
tion, he added.

"Today our non-fossil
fuel power generation ca-
pacity is 42 per cent of our
total capacity which is
around 408 giga watt," he
said, adding that this ini-
tiative needs to be carried
forward.

"We have changed the
way of generating elec-
tricity but that accounts
for 40 per cent of the emis-
sions. But we have to ad-
dress other sectors which
account for 60 per cent of

emissions, which includes
steel and cement manu-
facturing," Singh said.

In order to remain a
leader in climate action,
the government has
brought in amendments
in the legislation, he
added.

"In petroleum refining,
we use hydrogen drawn
from natural gas. The idea
is to make green hydro-
gen here and thereafter
replace the imported nat-
ural gas and stop carbon
emission," Singh said.

Similarly, in the produc-
tion of fertilisers, ammo-
nia is used from natural
gas, he said.

"Now we propose to re-
place it with green ammo-
nia. That is why we are
bringing the amendments
so that we make changes
in the feedstock," Singh
said.

PM’s foreign trips helped put 
forward India’s viewpoint, shape
global agenda on key issues: Govt

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

An expenditure of little
over Rs 239 crore was in-
curred in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
various foreign countries
in the last five years, ac-
cording to details provid-
ed by the government in
Rajya Sabha on
Thursday.

Minister of State for
External Affairs V
Muraleedharan said
these visits have en-
hanced understanding of
India's perspectives on re-
gional and global issues
among its foreign part-
ners at the highest level.

"The objective of the
prime minister's visits
abroad has been to foster

closer relations with for-
eign countries and pro-
mote India's engage-
ments at regional and
global level," he said.
Muraleedharan was re-
plying to a question in
Rajya Sabha on the prime
minister's visits, their
outcomes and details of
expenditure incurred on
each of the visits in the
last five years.

The minister said such
visits are an important
means by which India
serves its national inter-
est and implements for-
eign policy objectives.
"Understandings reached
during these visits have
enabled India to strength-
en relations with partner
countries and put for-

ward India's viewpoint
and shape the global
agenda on global issues
such as reformed multi-
lateralism, climate
change, transnational
crime, terrorism, cyber-
security, etc," he said.

In his written reply,
Muraleedharan provided
details of Modi's visit be-
ginning his three trip to
Philippines in November
2017. He gave details of
the composition of dele-
gations accompanying
the prime minister in
each of the 36 trips while
expenditure was provid-
ed for 31 visits.

According to the de-
tails, nine of the 36 trips
involved Modi's visits to
two or more countries.

The minister said the ex-
penditures on account of
the prime minister's vis-
its to Bangladesh (March
26-27, 2021), the US
(September 22-26, 2021),
Italy and the UK (October
29 to November 2, 2021)
were met from the budget
head of the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

The expenditure in-
curred on these three vis-
its are among the five
trips whose expenses
were not mentioned in
the list. The other two
were his visit to Bhutan
in August 2019 and Nepal
in May this year.

The total expenditure
in the 31 trips comes to Rs
239,04,08,625, according to
the details.

New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

Amid reports of mass
layoffs by several firms,
including in the IT sector,
Labour and Employment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Thursday said
any retrenchment and
layoffs are deemed to be
illegal if not carried out
as per the provisions of
the Industrial Disputes
Act.

The minister was re-
plying in the Rajya Sabha
to a question about
whether the government
has taken cognizance of
the mass layoffs in vari-
ous multi-national and
Indian companies in the
IT, social media, Edu
Tech firms and related
sectors.

Matters relating to lay-
offs and retrenchment in
industrial establishments

are governed by the pro-
visions of the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947 (ID
Act) which also regulates
various aspects of layoffs
and conditions precedent
to retrenchment of work-
men, said Yadav in reply
to a question in the Rajya
Sabha.

As per the ID Act, es-
tablishments employing
100 persons or more are
required to seek prior
permission of the appro-
priate government before
effecting closure, re-
trenchment or lay-off.

"Further, any retrench-
ment and lay-off are
deemed to be illegal
which is not carried out
as per the provisions of
ID Act. ID Act also pro-
vides for right of work-
men laid off and re-
trenched for compensa-
tion and it also contains

provision for re-employ-
ment of retrenched work-
men," he said.

Based on their respec-
tive jurisdictions as de-
marcated in the ID Act,
Central and State
Governments take ac-
tions to address the is-
sues of the workmen and
protect their interests as
per the provision of the
Act.

The jurisdiction in the
matters with regard to
multi-national and
Indian companies in the
IT, social media, Edu
Tech firms and related
sectors lie with the re-
spective state govern-
ments, the minister said.

He also informed that
no data is maintained at
the Central level on lay-
ing off and retrenchment
with reference to these
sectors.
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SC reserves verdict on
batch of pleas against

bull-taming sport Jallikattu
New Delhi, Dec 08 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
on Thursday reserved
its judgement on a
batch of pleas challeng-
ing Tamil Nadu and
Maharashtra laws al-
lowing bull-taming
sport 'Jallikattu' and
bullock cart races.

"Jallikattu", also
known as "eruthazhu-
vuthal", is a bull-taming
sport played in Tamil
Nadu as part of the
Pongal harvest festival.

A five-judge
Constitution bench
headed by Justice K M
Joseph heard submis-
sions from senior advo-
cates including Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for
Tamil Nadu, and sever-
al other counsel repre-
senting the inter-
venors.

The bench, also com-
prising Justices Ajay

Rastogi, Aniruddha
Bose, Hrishikesh Roy
and C T Ravikumar,
asked parties to file a
collective compilation
of written submissions
with a week.

The top court had
earlier said the peti-
tions challenging the
Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (Tamil
Nadu Amendment) Act,
2017 needed to be decid-
ed by a larger bench
since they involved sub-
stantial questions relat-
ing to interpretation of
the Constitution.

The bench framed
five questions to be ad-
judicated upon by the
larger bench. The peti-
tions, including one
filed by animal rights
body PETA, have chal-
lenged the state law
that allowed the bull-
taming sport in Tamil
Nadu.

National Children
Science Congress

Project of students
from tribal Jawhar

to be presented
Thane, Dec 08 (PTI): A
science project by stu-
dents of predominantly
tribal Jawhar in
Maharashtra's Palghar
district has been selected
for presentation at the
30th National Children
Science Congress 2022, an
official said on Thursday.

Making the announce-
ment, Surendra Dighe,
chairperson of the
National Children
Science Congress,
Maharashtra, said the
year's theme is
'Understanding the Eco
System for Health and
Wellbeing'.

The National Child
Science Congress is an
initiative of the Science
and Technology [NCSTC]
department of the Union
Ministry of Science and
Technology, he added.

Samajwadi Party candidate Dimple Yadav with her husband
and party President Akhilesh Yadav shows the 'certificate of
election' during a press conference after her victory in
Mainpuri by-elections, in Mainpuri, Thursday.

Chhawla gang-rape-murder


