
ONGC chairman
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Arun Kumar
Singh, former chairman
of oil refining and market-
ing company BPCL, was
on Wednesday appointed
as chairman of ONGC --
the first instance of a
retired person being
appointed as the head of
a Maharatna PSU. The
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) first
intimated the decision of
the Appointments
Committee of Cabinet
(ACC) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Shopian encounter
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter
broke out between mili-
tants and security forces
in Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday, police said.
Security forces launched a
cordon and search opera-
tion in the Watho area of
Shopian following infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of militants there, a
police official said. He
said during the operation,
the hiding militants
opened fire at the security
forces, ensuing a gunbat-
tle between the two sides.

Tiger dead 
CChhaannddrraappuurr:: A sub-adult
tiger was found dead at a
forest in Maharashtra's
Chandrapur district on
Wednesday with officials
suspecting it died in a ter-
ritorial fight. The carcass
was spotted in Nagbhid
forest range of
Bramhapuri division,
about 120 km from the
district headquarters,
Chief Conservator of
Forest, Chandrapur Circle,
Prakash Lonkar said. 

Mowed down 
BBuuddaauunn  ((UUPP)):: A 35-year-old
village head out for buying
petrol for his bike died
after he was hit by an SUV
at a petrol pump in a vil-
lage here on Wednesday,
police said. Raj Bahadur,
the head of Daranagar
Bacheli village, was talking
on phone after coming out
of the petrol pump when
an SUV coming from the
wrong side hit him, killing
him on the spot, police
said. The family has
alleged that it was a
planned murder.

Fatehpur coldest
JJaaiippuurr:: Fatehpur was the
coldest place in Rajasthan,
recording a minimum tem-
perature of 2 degrees
Celsius on Tuesday night,
officials said. The minimum
temperature recorded on
Tuesday night was 3.5
degrees Celsius in Churu, 4
degrees Celsius in Karauli,
6.1 degrees Celsius in
Nagaur, 6.5 degrees Celsius
in Bhilwara, 7.3 degree
Celsius in Pilani, 7.5
degrees Celsius in Sikar and
8.8 degrees Celsius in Kota,
the Met department stated.
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Bollywood actor Abhishek
Bachchan comes out after offering
prayers at Kashi Vishwanath tem-

ple in Varanasi, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI) 

The Aam Aadmi Party
on Wednesday won the
MCD polls with 134 seats,
ending the 15-year rule of
the BJP in the prestigious
municipal corporation
and reducing the Congress
to just nine seats in a
house of 250.

In his first address after
the victory, an elated
Arvind Kejriwal vowed to
improve civic amenities in
the national capital, and
sought the "blessings" of
the Centre and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to achieve that.

The BJP, which was pre-
dicted to suffer a massive
defeat in exit polls, put up a
spirited fight, winning 104
municipal wards, while
the Congress managed to

win just nine, down from
30 in the previous civic
poll. Three independents
also emerged victorious. In
his address to party work-
ers at the AAP office, the
chief minister said the
civic body will be rid of
"corruption and bribery".

The counting of votes
began at 8 am at 42 centres
across Delhi amid tight se-
curity, and initial trends
was in favour of the BJP.
At one point, the BJP was
leading in 107 seats and the
Aam Aadmi Party in 95.

But as the counting pro-

gressed, the AAP went
past the BJP and slowly
consolidated the lead, fi-
nally winning 134 wards.

The BJP bagged 104
seats, thus not losing as
badly as was predicted by
the exit polls. Independent
candidate Shakeela
Begum has won the
Seelampur seat in north-
east Delhi. The mood at the
AAP's office on Rouse
Avenue was celebratory
since morning with patri-
otic songs blaring through
loudspeakers and the en-
tire premises decked up
with colourful balloons.

As the pendulum swung
in the AAP's favour, cele-
brations picked up with
supporters carrying party
flags distributing sweets
and dancing to the beat of
drums.

AAP ends 15-year
BJP rule in MCD

A child dressed as Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal takes part in the
celebrations of AAP's victory in the MCD polls, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The counting of votes
for the Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh polls
along with six assembly
and one Lok Sabha by-elec-
tions will commence at 8
am on Thursday with pro-
hibitory orders in place
around counting halls to
ensure peace and tranquil-
ity.

According to the
Election Commission, the
counting of votes will take
place at a total of 116
counting centres in
Himachal Pradesh,
Gujarat, and Odisha,
Bihar, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Uttar
Pradesh where six assem-
bly and one Lok Sabha by-
polls were held.

In a statement, the EC
said counting of votes will
be taken up for postal bal-
lots at 8 am and will con-
tinue till it is completed.

Postal ballots received
before 8 am on counting
day are taken up for count-

ing, the poll panel remind-
ed. After a gap of 30 min-
utes from the commence-
ment of counting of postal
ballot papers, counting of
votes for electronic voting
machines (EVMs) will
commence at 8.30 am. The
EVM counting will contin-
ue irrespective of the
stage of postal ballot
counting, it said.

One counting observer
per assembly seat has
been deputed in Himachal
Pradesh, Gujarat and for
the bypolls. Two special
observers each in
Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat will be on ground
to ensure the smooth
counting process, the EC
said.

In the states where polls
were held recently, the dis-
trict administration has
imposed Section 144 of the
CrPC (prohibitory orders)
around the counting halls
to ensure that peace and
tranquility is not dis-
turbed. After each round
of counting, tabulation of

results in a prescribed for-
mat is carried out. This is
signed by the returning of-
ficer and the observer, and
a copy is shared with the
candidates. After an-
nouncement of round-
wise results, counting of
next round will be taken
up in accordance with the
existing instructions.

Postal ballot results will
also be shared in the pre-
scribed format after ob-
taining signatures of can-
didates' agents.

Since 2019, VVPAT (pa-
pertrail machine) slips
from five randomly select-
ed polling stations per as-
sembly constituency (or
segment in cases of LS
seat) are matched with
EVM count.

In case the margin of
victory is less than the
number of postal ballot
papers rejected as invalid
at the time of counting, all
the rejected postal ballot
papers are mandatorily re-
verified by the RO before
declaration of result.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday urged leaders
of all parties to make col-
lective efforts to make
Parliament's winter ses-
sion more productive.

Speaking to media
ahead of the session's
start, he said parliamen-
tarians, including from
the opposition, have told
him that they suffer due to
frequent disruptions and
adjournments in
Parliament as they are un-
able to speak and asked
leaders from different par-
ties to understand their
"pain".

Noting that he had con-
genial discussion with
various leaders during a
recent all-party meet on

India's presidency of G20,
he expressed hope that its
reflection will definitely be
seen in Parliament too.

India hosting the G20
summit, which will be
held next year, is not mere-
ly a diplomatic event but
also a chance to showcase
the country's capabilities
before the world in a holis-

tic manner, the prime min-
ister said.

"India is such a large
country, is mother of
democracy and has so
much diversities and po-
tential. Therefore, this is a
big opportunity for the
world to know India and
for India to show its poten-
tial to the whole world," he
added.

He expressed confidence
that efforts will be made in
the session to take impor-

tant decisions to take the
country to new heights of
development amid the cur-
rent global situation.

The prime minister
urged all political parties
to give first time MPs a
chance to participate in
debates for the remaining
period of the 17th Lok
Sabha before the next gen-
eral election for their
bright future and also for
preparing the next genera-
tion in democracy.

Coimbatore (TN), Dec 07 (PTI):

Three people were arrested on
Wednesday in connection with
the recent car bomb blast in
front of Kottai Eswaran Temple
here, the NIA said.
The blast in the car laden with
explosives on the eve of Diwali
left its occupant, a terrorist who
had taken oath to global terror
group ISIS, dead. Initially, a case
was registered at the Ukkadam
Police Station in Coimbatore on
October 23 and later re-regis-
tered by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on
October 27. Umar Faaruq (39)
alias K Srinivasan of Nilgiris dis-
trict, Mohammed Thoufeek (25),
and Ferose Khan (28) of
Coimbatore were arrested for
their involvement in the October
23 explosion, an NIA spokesper-
son said. "After preliminary

investigations, it has emerged
that the deceased accused,
Jamesha Mubeen, after taking
'bayath' (oath of allegiance) to
the ISIS, planned to carry out a
suicidal attack and cause exten-
sive damage to symbols and
monuments of a particular reli-
gious faith and with the intention
to strike terror among people,"
the spokesperson said. The offi-
cial said the investigations have
revealed that Faaruq and Khan
were part of the conspiracy
meetings attended by Mubeen at
Faaruq's residence at Coonor in
Nilgiris district. The accused also
provided support to Mubeen in
the commission of the terror act.
"Thoufeek was in possession of
incriminating literature and
books connected to radical Islam
and also had handwritten notes
on preparation of explosives,"
the spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI):

The Supreme
Court, which is hearing a
challenge to a Tamil Nadu
law allowing "jallikattu",
on Wednesday said it will
be a "very dangerous situ-
ation" if the court made an
impression based on pho-
tographs placed before it
by some petitioners to de-
pict alleged cruelty to
bulls during the bull-tam-
ing sport.

"Jallikattu", also known
as "eruthazhuvuthal", is a
bull-taming sport played
in Tamil Nadu as part of
the Pongal harvest festi-
val. A five-judge
Constitution bench head-
ed by Justice K M Joseph

said it cannot hold that the
provision enacted in the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (PCA) Act, 1960
by a state amendment
with the assent of the
President is "bad in law"
because the photographs
say so. "If we go on mak-
ing an impression based
on the photographs, it will
be a very dangerous situa-
tion for us," observed the
bench, also comprising
justices Ajay Rastogi,
Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and C T
Ravikumar.

"Can we say, or can we
record any finding based
on these photographs that
the legislation is bad? Can
we draw any impression

based on these photo-
graphs which you have
showed to us?" the bench
asked.

The apex court's obser-
vation came after senior
advocate Shyam Divan, ap-
pearing for some of the pe-
titioners, referred to news
reports and photographs
to argue about cruelty to
the bulls in the game.

Divan also referred to
media reports about
deaths and injuries caused
to humans as well as bulls
which have taken place in
several districts during jal-
likattu. He said contrary
to the arguments ad-
vanced by Tamil Nadu,
several tamers pounce on
a bull in this event.

New Delhi Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday projected infla-
tion to come down below
the upper threshold level
of 6 per cent by March
quarter of the current fis-
cal saying the worst of in-
flation is behind us, but
there is no room for com-
placency in the fight
against price-rise.

It, however, retained its
6.7 per cent average retail
inflation forecast for the
current fiscal. The retail
or consumer price index

(CPI) based inflation has
remained above the RBI's
upper tolerance threshold
of 6 per cent for 10 months
till October.

In its monetary policy
statement RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said the
central bank will keep
'Arjuna's eye' (keen focus)
on the evolving inflation
dynamics and projected
inflation to remain above 4

per cent for the next 12
months.

"Over the next 12
months, inflation is ex-
pected to remain higher
than the 4 per cent target...
While being watchful of
the impact of our earlier
monetary policy actions,
we will keep Arjuna's eye
on the evolving inflation
dynamics and be ready to
act as may be necessary,"
Das said.

The RBI said its actions
will be 'nimble' keeping
the aspect of growth in
mind. It has cut the GDP
growth forecast for cur-
rent fiscal to 6.8 per cent,
from 7 per cent projected
in September.

Kanker, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Votes polled in byelection to
the Bhanupratppur Assembly
seat in Chhattisgarh on
December 5 will be taken up
for counting on Thursday with
the ruling Congress eyeing to
retain the tribal-dominated
constituency.
The voter turnout in the
bypoll for the seat, reserved
for Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates and located in the
Naxalite-affected Kanker dis-
trict, was a healthy 71.74 per
cent.
The ballot count will begin at
8 am at Bhanu Pratap Dev
Government PG College in
Kanker town where an ade-
quate number of security per-
sonnel have been deployed,
Kanker Collector Priyanka
Shukla said on Wednesday.

Jaipur, Dec 07 (PTI): 

A sleazy video purportedly show-
ing Rajasthan Minority Affairs
Minister Saleh Mohammad has
gone viral on social media,
prompting the BJP to demand his
dismissal. The clip on social
media shows a video chat appar-
ently between the minister and a
woman in her undergarments.
The conversation is not audible.
The minister could not be
reached for comment. The BJP
demanded that the Ashok
Gehlot-led government in the
state dismiss the minister.
"Ashok Gehlot ji, this is not the
first time an objectionable video
of your minister with a woman
has gone viral. Will you dismiss
minister Saleh Mohammad or
spare him due to you greed for
the vote bank," the Rajasthan
BJP Rajasthan tweeted.

Belagavi (K'taka), Dec 07 (PTI):

The North West
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (NWKRTC) on
Wednesday suspended its
services to Maharashtra
after reports emerged of
some buses being defaced
and damaged in the regions
bordering Belagavi district.

Both states have voiced
out concerns regarding
Belagavi with Maharashtra
staking claim that the re-
gion should be merged with
it while Karnataka has reit-
erated its jurisdiction over
the area.

"We are operating our
buses only up to Nipani (in
Belagavi district) due to ten-
sion, which has been there
since morning," an officer in

the North West Karnataka
Road Transport
Corporation told PTI.
According to him, a
Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation bus
that was coming from
Maharashtra to
Ranebennur was also dam-
aged. "The glasses of the bus
were damaged. Other than
this incident, some buses
were defaced," the officer
added. Meanwhile, the
Karnataka Rakshana
Vedike again held agitations
in the border regions follow-
ing the defacement of buses.
The activists said that they
will also retaliate with simi-
lar vigour if the buses were
targeted. In view of the ten-
sion resurfacing in the bor-
der region, the police on

both sides tightened securi-
ty. Buses were provided
extra security to protect the
vehicles and the passengers.

The row over the region
started after two
Maharashtra ministers
Chandrakant Patil and
Shambhuraj Desai, who
have been appointed by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
coordinate with the legal
team dealing with the bor-
der dispute, announced
their visit to Belagavi on
December 6.

Following vehement
protests by the pro-Kannada
organisations in
Maharashtra, the duo post-
poned their trip. In reaction,
there were protests in the
western state as well.

Kolkata, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has ar-
rested the stepbrother of
slain Trinamool Congress
leader Bhadu Sheikh in
connection with the mas-
sacre at Bogtui village in
West Bengal's Birbhum
district, an officer said on
Wednesday.

Altogether 10 people
died of burn injuries after
their houses in Bogtui
were firebombed by as-
sailants after the murder
of Sheikh on the night of
March 21 this year.

Sheikh's stepbrother,
who was absconding since

the massacre, was arrest-
ed by CBI sleuths from his
hideout near the West
Bengal-Jharkhand border
on Tuesday evening.

"We were looking for
this person for a long time.
We are interrogating him.
We have evidence of his
involvement in the
killings," the officer told
PTI.

A total of 14 people have
so been arrested by the
CBI for their alleged in-
volvement in the mas-
sacre.

The central probe
agency is investigating the
case on an order of the
Calcutta High Court.

Jamshedpur, Dec 07 (PTI):

Three persons were ar-
rested here on Wednesday
for allegedly posing as CBI
officials and police person-
nel to loot cash and valu-
ables from people, a senior
officer said.

Two of them are residents
of Madhya Pradesh and one
of Maharashtra.

The trio, "members of an
interstate gang", arrived in
the Steel City a few days ago
after committing similar
crimes in Kolkata and
Purulia (West Bengal) and
Bokaro (Jharkhand), said
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Prabhat Kumar.

The accused have con-
fessed to the crime, and also
shared details of the vic-

tims, he said. Talking about
their modus operandi, the
SSP said that the accused,
posing as crime branch or
CBI officers, would visit
homes of people, especially
the elderly, and claim that a
crime was likely to occur in
the area. "Next, they con-
vinced these people to hand
over their cash and jew-
ellery for safekeeping. After
a short while, they returned
a sealed packet to them,
with fake jewellery in it, and
immediately fled the scene."

At least 13 such cases
have been reported in vari-
ous police stations of the
Steel City, including Mango,
Sonari, Kadma and Sakchi,
in the last three to four
months, the SSP said at a
press conference.

Election Commission reviews
counting day preparations

PM Modi urges leaders of all parties to make collective
efforts to make winter session more productive

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses the media on the

first day of the Winter Session
of Parliamnet, at Parliament

complex in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee hit out at
the government on Wednesday alleging it was using its majority to
"forcefully" push through bills in Parliament and expressed con-
cerns over the future of parliamentary democracy. Speaking to
reporters after a strategy meeting with her party MPs, Banerjee
also alleged that at least 16 bills which seek to interfere in state
matters have been listed for consideration and passage in the ongo-
ing winter session of Parliament.

Centre 'forcefully' pushing through bills: Mamata

Counting of votes 
in Bhanupratappur

Assembly bypoll
today

3 arrested in connection with
car bomb explosion outside
temple in Tamil Nadu: NIA

Bogtui massacre

CBI arrests slain TMC
leader’s stepbrother

Border row: Karnataka suspends bus services
to Maharashtra owing to protests

Three held for fleecing people
posing as CBI sleuths

Sleazy video of
Raj minister
goes viral

RBI projects inflation to fall
below 6 pc by Mar 2023

̈ To keep ‘Arjuna’s eye’
on price situation

The RBI's interest rate-set-
ting panel on Wednesday
hiked benchmark rate by 35
basis points to 6.25 per
cent, taking the cumulative
rate hikes to 2.25 per cent
since May 2022.

‘Ja
lli

ka
tt

u
’ Will be dangerous if court makes

impression based on photographs: SC

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07:
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA), Energy
Department's Divisional
and District Office has been
shifted to a new building.
The new office was formal-
ly inaugurated by the
Divisional Commissioner
on Wednesday. Earlier this
office was operating from
Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya School Complex in
Deepak Nagar Durg.

Due to the opening of
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School in the
premises, the divisional
and district office of
CREDA has been shifted to
the building allotted by the
Fisheries Department in
the Civil Lines. Necessary
repairs and improvements

have been done at this
building.

CREDA's Divisional and
District Office Durg was in-
augurated by
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre and Vijay Sahu,
Member CREDA Raipur.
The Commissioner inspect-
ed the entire office and ex-
tended best wishes to the of-
ficials for the new office
building. He asked the offi-
cials to do better work to
promote non-conventional

energy sources in better
implementation of solar-
based projects. Vijay Sahu,
Member CREDA, directed
the officials to prepare
models of various proj-
ects for the demonstration
of non-conventional ener-
gy sources in the office
premises. They gave tips
to officers/employees to
do positive work in order
to give maximum benefits
of the schemes to the 
general public.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology (CCET) in col-
laboration with St Thomas
College, Kailash Nagar or-
ganised a seminar on im-
plementation of Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013. The
seminar was inaugurated
by HG Alexios Mar
Eusebius, Chairman of
CCET. Ashok Jaiswal
(Advocate, Judicial
Mediator and Family Court
Counsellor, Durg), Preeti
Bala Sharma (District
Protection Officer) and
Smriti Ekka (Advocate,
Durg) were the resource
persons for the seminar.

The program com-

menced with the lighting
of lamps by the digni-
taries. Welcome speech
was delivered by Dr Dipali
Soren, Principal, CCET.
She welcomed all the dig-
nitaries and participants
and emphasised that every
woman should be aware of
their rights.

Presidential address
was given by HG Alexios
Mar Eusebius. He drew at-
tention towards gender
equality and empowering
women. He gave an exam-
ple from the Holy Bible
and said that just like St
Joseph protected the dig-
nity of Mother Mary,
everyone should respect
the dignity of their fellow
beings.

Felicitation address was

delivered by Rev Fr Dr PS
Varghese, the Executive
Vice Chairman. He ad-
vised students to take ad-
vantage of the seminar as
this may help them to deal
with difficult situations in

their life. Ashok Jaiswal
the chief resource person
enlightened the partici-
pants and explained differ-
ent women protection laws
such as Protection of
Women from Domestic

Violence Act, 2005; Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013, etc.

At the same time advo-
cate Smriti Ekka briefed
about several forms of
Violence (Verbal, Physical,
Mental, Emotional and
Economical). Preeti Bala
Sharma guided about 'one
stop center' (Sakhi) where
they can seek help to deal
in situations where they
don't know.

Dr Mariyam Jacob,
Principal, St Thomas
College, Kailash Nagar,
proposed the vote of
thanks. She showed her ut-
most gratitude towards
the guest speakers and
also appreciated the facul-
ties and students for their
active participation.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Eight
Women Self Help Groups
(SHGs) from Chhattisgarh
are participating in the
Women in Power Fair - 2022
which was inaugurated at
Connaught Place in New
Delhi on Wednesday. About
200 SHGs from 16 states are
participating in this fair
which has been organised
by the Department of

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Government
of India. Eight SHGs of
Chhattisgarh were selected
for participation in this
fair. Before departing for
New Delhi, 20 members of
the selected SHGs met MP
Vijay Baghel and gifted
him traditional jewellery.
They displayed the prod-
ucts and traditional delica-
cies that will be put for ex-
hibition and sale at Delhi.

The 20-member team is led
by Neeta Chaurasiya and
Shanta Sharma.
Jankalyankari Yojna
Prachar Prasar Abhiyaan
Chhattisgarh office bear-
ers Manoj Thakre, Chief
Advisor Bhanuji Rao, Dr
Laxprad, Lata Rishi
Chandrakar, Prashant
Ksheersagar, Sandeep
Waghmare and members
of the participating SHGs
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: On
Wednesday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion of Krishna Nagar local-
ity of Nehru Nagar zone
area. During the visit, he
found that the drains have
been encroached at many
places. Encroachments were
found in the drains near
Balram Chowk, near Milan
Chowk, near Ishwar Chowk,
and other places.

Due to illegal construc-
tion, water drainage was
getting obstructed and the
sanitation workers were
unable to clear the drains.
The Commissioner gave in-
structions to the officials to
get the drains thoroughly
cleaned after removing all

the encroachments. Some
people had even dumped
junk and their household
items in the drain.
Commissioner instructed
the officials to remove such
items from the drains.

Those obstructing the
road by scattering debris
were instructed to remove
debris from the roadside.
Commissioner instructed
the officials to confiscate
debris and impose fines on

those who do not remove it.
During the inspection of
Krishna Nagar, the
Commissioner saw the con-
dition of the pipeline and
asked the officials to ensure
that there is no leakage in
the water supply pipelines.

In case of any leakage
in the pipeline, it should
be immediately repaired
in a proper manner. At
some places in the ward,
the Commissioner has

given instructions to
strengthen the drain sys-
tem. The Commissioner
also interacted with the
local residents and took
feedback from them.

He gave instructions to
the officers for resolve the
issues. He said that ani-
mal owners should make
arrangements for fodder /
water for their cattle
within their residence
and should not leave the

cattle in the open. In
Krishna Nagar, the
Commissioner also saw
the condition of the
bridge and gave neces-
sary instructions to the
officials.

Nehru Nagar Zone
Commissioner Rajendra
Nayak, Assistant Engineer
Alok Pasine and Zone Health
Officer Ankit Saxena and oth-
ers were present during the
inspection.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Durg dis-
trict has been awarded for
the highest contribution on
the occasion of Armed
Forces Flag Day. Durg dis-
trict has been second in the
entire state in collecting
funds for this special day.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena received the

honor at the hands of
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
during a function organ-
ized at Raj Bhavan on
Wednesday. In her address,
the Governor said that citi-
zens across the state have
shown their spirit for the
welfare of the army and to
boost their morale. The cit-
izens of Durg district have
also contributed a lot in

this direction. Army has
an important role in
strengthening the country.
The amount collected by
the citizens on the occasion
of Flag Day shows how
deeply the citizens are con-
nected with the concerns of
their country. She praised
the residents of Durg and
other districts who con-
tributed to this fund.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: The sixth
generic medical store
under the Dhanwantari
Medical Store scheme was
inaugurated at Sector 9
Hospital premises on
Wednesday. Mayor Neeraj
Pal, Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
and BSP Executive
Director (Personnel and
Administration) Milind
Gadre formally inaugurat-
ed the medical store. With

this, there are now six
generic medical stores in
Bhilai city.

This will be the first
Dhanwantari Medical
Store of the city in BSP
Township area. Sandeep
Nirankari, member of the
Mayor-in-Council and in-
charge of the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, was specially
present during the inaugu-
ration. Milind Gadre cut
the ribbon to formally in-
augurate the store.

Thereafter, the dignitaries
inspected the medical
store and took informa-
tion about the stock of
medicines from the opera-
tors.

It needs to be mentioned
here that due to the efforts
of Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, people
will be able to get the bene-
fit of high quality cheap
medicines from
Dhanwantri generic med-
ical stores in the sector

area as well. A large num-
ber of citizens visit Sector
9 Hospital for treatment.
All these people as well as
others will get the benefit
of cheap medicine from
this store.

After the launch of
generic medical stores in
Sector 9 hospital premises,
now there are a total of six
medical stores under
Dhanwantari Yojana in
Bhilai Corporation area.
With the opening of gener-
ic medical stores in the

hospital, patients and rela-
tives coming for treatment
in the hospital will not
have to wander for medi-
cines. The medicines will
be available with 66 per-
cent discount.

Dhanwantari stores are
already operational at
Subhash Market Medical
Line, Bhagwa Chowk
Kurud, Mothers Market
Power House, Supela
Shastri Hospital and Road
No 18. In view of the de-
mand for cheap medicines
of good quality and to pro-
mote health schemes in
the city, another medical
store has been established
in the city.

It needs to be mentioned
here that under the ambi-
tious scheme of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Bhilai residents are get-
ting the benefit of high
quality cheap medicines
under the Shri
Dhanwantari Medical
Store scheme.

Ensure regular monitoring of nutritional
food at Anganwadis: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena conducted an in-
depth review of the works
of the Women and Child
Development Department
in the auditorium of the
District Collectorate.

In the meeting, he dis-
cussed the number of ben-
eficiaries of Anganwadi
centers, distribution of
nutritional food given to
children and pregnant
mothers through
Anganwadi centers, sec-
tor-wise number of mal-
nourished children, dilapi-
dated and under-construc-
tion Anganwadi buildings,
mini Anganwadi centers,
weight festivals, etc.

He said that all the sec-
tor supervisors should
regularly inspect and
monitor the nutritional
food given to children in

Anganwadi centers.
Children should have ac-
cess to quality nutritious
food. He directed the con-
cerned officers to visit the
homes of malnourished
children of their area,
meet the parents and
make them aware about
the nutritional diet of the
children. He also spoke
about motivating the se-
verely malnourished chil-
dren to be sent to the
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center operated in the
district.

The Collector instruct-

ed all the CDPOs and
Sector Supervisors to sys-
tematically implement
the programs and
schemes run by the gov-
ernment for the all-round
development of children
and for the protection and
promotion of their consti-
tutional interests.

In which special empha-
sis was given on
Integrated Child
Development Services.
Along with this, the
Collector inquired about
dilapidated, under con-
struction and rented

Anganwadi Center build-
ings. He instructed to send
the list of dilapidated
buildings at the earliest,
get the under-construc-
tion building completed
with full quality and com-
plete the process of trans-
fer of the constructed
buildings at the earliest.
He also reviewed the hot
meals provided to preg-
nant mothers and chil-
dren through Anganwadi
centers and gave neces-
sary instructions.

Collector also took infor-
mation about the pending
cases of the Child Welfare
Committee, Juvenile
Justice Board etc. He in-
structed to identify the mi-
grant children who do not
have parents or guardians,
drug addicts, etc. District
Program Officer Vipin
Jain and other officers
were present in the 
meeting.
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Rozgar Diwas organized under MGNREGA
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Rozgar
Diwas was celebrated in
all the gram panchayats
where employment has
been guaranteed to the vil-
lagers under the Mahatma
Gandhi National
Employment Guarantee
Scheme.

The Rozgar Diwas was
for the current financial
year. 13480 laborers are em-
ployed in MGNREGA.
Work is in progress on a
total 661 projects going on
in 266 Gram Panchayats.
Information related to em-
ployment rights and griev-
ance redressal from MGN-
REGA was given to the vil-
lagers.

Along with this, infor-
mation about the construc-
tion works during the year
was shared. On this occa-
sion, more and more work-
ers were also informed
about getting employment
under MGNREGA. It
needs to be mentioned

here that adequate labour-
oriented works have been
sanctioned in development
block panchayats, under
which employment is
being made available to the
laborers continuously as
per the demand.

Detailed information
was given about payment
of laborers through bank
accounts for 15 days.
Significantly, through the
scheme, the total number
of families registered in
the financial year 2022-23 is
1,19,198.

Out of which 1,79,780
families have been given
employment. 20.55 lakh
man days have been creat-
ed. Presently tree planta-
tion work, cattle shed, new
panchayat building, an-
ganwadi, fair price shop,
narva work, shed construc-
tion in gauthan etc are
going on.

Chief Executive Officer
District Panchayat
Ashwini Dewangan in-
formed that the Rozgar
Diwas was celebrated with
the aim of providing em-

ployment to a large num-
ber of rural families
through MGNREGA.

In the financial year
2022-23, Rs 4910.17 lakh
was spent on various types
of construction work. Out
of the total expenditure,
75.51% was paid to the
labourers. 100 days em-
ployment has been made
available to 302 families.
88.45 percent natural re-
source management
(NRM) and 80.57 percent
development of agricul-
ture have been done.

City’s sixth generic medical store inaugurated in Sector 9 Durg district honoured on
Armed Forces Flag Day

Commissioner inspects Krishna Nagar;
instructs to remove encroachments

Eight SHGs participate 
in trade fair at Delhi 

Seminar held on implementation of Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace Act

CREDA Zonal and District Office inaugurated 



X’MAS FEVER

Market is decked up with the colourful decorative items and gifts for the Christmas

Festival by end of this month.

DPS Raipur welcomes Scottish teacher interact
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0077::  On the path to
acquaint its students with global
framework of education, DPS
Raipur has constantly been
reaching out to educationists
across the globe to exchange
knowledge on education system,
cultural and social mechanism
so that students can benefit in
terms of placing excellence,
equal access, higher education
and employability later in life.

To meet this challenge, a
teacher from Scotland, Nayal
Moorjani was invited to interact
with students of middle school
and high school. During his stay
at DPS, Moorjani took up story

telling sessions which gave an
insight into narrating with
expression and style. He also
told them about the nuances of
activity based classes and sig-
nificance of the participation of

each and every student in prac-
tical classes. Further, he took up
various historical aspects with
the senior students of
Humanities stream which was
enlightening as the students

freely asked questions and
replied to queries by the dele-
gate. Apart from teaching,
Moorjani also witnessed and
praised the efforts of the pri-
mary students in showcasing
their concern over the ailing
environment through their mod-
els and paper presentation.

Students felt encouraged at
the arrival of an overseas guest
who could share his pedagogy
skills. They felt that steps taken
by the school to initiate
Exchange programmes are
excellent as it has allowed stu-
dents and teachers of countries
like England, Germany, Ireland,

Scotland, Bhutan, S. Korea,
Japan until recently to exchange
educational knowhow as far as
the best courses, teaching, and
facilities available globally are
concerned.

According to the Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee and sen-
ior members of the manage-
ment committee, such
exchanges are sure to impact
the lives of the students. Hence
they conveyed their grateful-
ness, this time, to Nayal
Moorjani bidding him good
wishes on his departure from
the school, also felicitated him
with a memento.

Mega Employment Fair for

46,616 posts: Online applications

invited till December 10

Raipur, Dec 07: A mega
employment fair will be
organised by the District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center Raipur under the
aegis of Skill
Development Authority
for educated and trained
unemployed youth of
Chhattisgarh state.
Eligible and interested
applicants can  send on-
line applications till
December 10. Earlier on-
line applications were in-
vited from the applicants
from  December 2 to 6.
Information about the
scheduled date of Mega
Rozgar Mela will be given
separately. The Deputy
Director of the District
Employment Department
said that through the pro-
posed employment fair,
recruitment will be done
on 46,616 posts in 09 sec-

tors (Backing and
Finance IT, Health,
Tourism, Logistics,
Manufacturing, Apparel,
Retail and Security) in
the private sector in
which class 10th. 12th,
Graduation, Post
Graduation, GDA, Hotel
Management & ITI,
Polytechnic, Diploma, B.
E. and B. Tech qualified
applicants will be recruit-
ed. Applicants desirous of
recruitment to the above
posts can apply through
this link
shorturl.at/cqZ28 or by
the prescribed last date of
December 10. Candidates
can send their academic
and technical education
details through QR code.
He said that for more in-
formation, applicants can
also contact mobile num-
ber 94069 22469 or employ-
ment office in Raipur.

Herd of 43 elephants causes
huge damage to crops, houses

Kotami, Dec 07: A big
herd of 43 tuskers have
once again started camp-
ing near Gram Damdam
in Kotami block and this
has created fear in the
mind of villagers.
Meanwhile the Forest de-
partment employees are
keeping close watch on
this huge herd of ele-
phants and their likely
next move, so that wher-
ever they move the vil-
lagers of that area can be
put on the alert.

Forest Range officer
Pendra Vishnu Jaiswal
and Kotami Bealine
Manharan Dahria and
staff are keeping watch
on the move of these ele-

phants. The people of
nearby villages have been
put on the alert, so that
loss to house and other
property can be avoided.
The villagers have been
warned not to go near the
herd of elephants or take
mobile photos or cause
any damage or injury to
them.

Meanwhile this herd of
tuskers has caused dam-
age to crops of four farm-
ers in Gram Damdam and
has even damaged their
houses. In the same way,
crops and houses in
Khodari village of Pasan

range and other villages
too have been damaged
and valuation of the same
is being done, so that the
farmers can be paid due
compensation. Till the
writing of these lines, this
herd of around 43 ele-
phants was found camp-
ing in Pendra circle of
Kotami premises in cell
No. 2196 Sagaon plot
Damdam. As per instruc-
tions by the Forest ranger
Vishnu Jaiswal, the
Forest employees are
keeping watch on the like-
ly move of this herd of
elephants.

State Level Painting Competition
from  Dec 10 to 12

Raipur, Dec 07: Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
Memorial three-day state
level painting competition
is being organized from
December 10 to 12. Age and
group wise competition will
be organised for painting
competition. Entries have
been invited for the paint-
ing competition till

December 9. Canvas, car-
tridge paper and easel will
be provided by the institute
for the painting competi-
tion. The state level paint-
ing competition is being or-
ganized by the Tribal
Research and Training
Institute. To participate in
the painting competition,
the assistant director of the
office, Mrs. Rama Uike’s
telephone no. +91-93016-
55487 and Research
Assistant Mrs. Anjani

Bhagat can be contacted on
the phone number- +91-
99265-88481. Registration
form, prize money, terms
and conditions related to
the competition and other
related information can be
obtained on the website of
the institute cgtrti.gov.in.
Registration forms can be
sent to the organization’s e-
mail ntlf.trtirpr
@gmail.com, personally
present in the office or can
be sent by post.

CS, DGP conducts 
inspection of road works

Raipur, Dec 07: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
and DGP Ashok Juneja
reached the remote area of
Kadenar and Kademeta of
Narayanpur district and
took stock of road con-
struction work at Palli-
Barsur and other road
construction work. During
this PWD Secretary
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi

was also present.
On this occasion Chief

Secretary conducted in-
spection of road being
constructed in Palli along
with culverts, and safety
precautions being taken.
As per instructions by CS,
he directed to complete
the road construction
work at the earliest.

Works of 35 kms out of

39 kms completed
It is notable here that as

per information given by
the officers, the total 39.4
km long road linking
Palli with Barsur, work
on 34 kms has been com-
pleted and work on re-
maining 4 kms is under-
way. On this road, there
are 104 small and big cul-
verts and bridges and
construction of only 6
culverts/ bridges is pend-
ing. On this CS directed to
complete the same at the
earliest. During this in-
spection, Addl. DGP
Vivekanand Sinha,
Bastar Commissioner
Shyam Lal Dhawde, IG
Bastar Range Sunderraj
P., DIG RN Das,
Narayanpur Collector
Rituraj Raghuvanshi,
Narayanpur SP Sadanand
Kumar and other con-
cerned officers and em-
ployees were present.

Three nabbed for withdrawal through rented debit cards

Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Dec 07:
The Ambikapur police
has nabbed three thugs
on charges of withdraw-
al of Rs 2.10 lakh from
SBI ATM. For this they
used to bring Debit card
on rent and used to with-
draw from it. The Police
has seized 120 debit cards
of different banks, one
Swift car, four mobile and
cash of Rs 1.20 lakh. All
the three accused are
from Jaloun area of UP

and their arrest was
made from a hotel in
Ambikapur city.

Made 46 transactions
from ATM in just 2 days:

As per information in
this regard, money from
the ATM was getting less
all of sudden. When the
SBI officers checked,
they found that balance
was maintained due to
failed transaction from
the accounts of the ac-
count holders. It also
came to fore that on Nov
28 there were 21 transac-
tions and another 25
transactions on Dec 4 and
through which total cash

of Rs 2.10 lakh was with-
drawn. On this the SBI
Ambikapur branch cash
officer Gautam Das filed
a complaint of 420 and
cheating in City Kotwali
Ambikapur.

Accused were hiding
in a hotel near Bus Stand:

After this the police
started its investigation
and a police team was
formed as per instruc-
tions from ASP Vivek
Shukla, SDOP Akhilesh
Kaushik and CSP
Smritik Rajnala. During
inquiry they came to
know that some suspi-
cious persons are staying

in a hotel near the Bus
Stand. On this they raid-
ed the hotel and nabbed
three youths and con-
ducting inspection, found
large number of debit
cards in their possession.
When seriously inquired,
they accepted of with-
drawal from ATMs
through tampering using
these debit cards.

The three accused
nabbed are Neeraj
Nishad (20), Kapil
Vishwakarma (25) and
Ajay Kumar Nishad (19),
all R/o Jalour (UP).
Majorit of the debit cards
seized were from SBI.
With transaction getting
failed, as per rule the de-
ducted amount used to
get credited in the ac-
count after some time
and this used to cause di-
rect loss to the Bank. The
accused have taken the
debit card and passbook
of some persons and
used to give some
amount to account hold-
ers in return.

BJP forms committee to
investigate into deaths

Raipur, Dec 07: The State
BJP unit has formed a com-
mittee to inquire into the
death of villagers in
Murrum mine in Malgaon
and death of 6 newly born
in Ambikapur Medical
College. BJP State general
secretary and headquarter’s
in-charge Kedar Kashyap
informed that inquiry com-
mittee has been formed to
investigate into the death of
newly born children in
Medical College in
Ambikapur of Surguja dis-
trict as per instructions by
the BJP State president
Arun Sao. The committee
members would visit the re-
spective areas and finding
out facts and conducting in-
vestigations would submit
its report within a week’s
time to the party.

Kashyap informed that
former LS MP Ramvichar
Netam, former Minister
Ramsewak Paikra, BJP
state spokesman Anurag

Singh Deo, former District
President Surguja
Phuleshwari Singh and BJP
district President Surguja
Lallan Pratap Singh are
part of the members of the
Committee.

BJP state office in-charge
Narendra Chandra Gupta
informed that to investigate
into death of villagers in
collapse of murrum mine
in Gram Malgaon of Bastar
district, a inquiry commit-
tee has been formed as per
instructions by BJP State
President Arun Sao. The
members would investigate
into the matter and submit
its report to the party. The
committee member com-
prise of BJP state general
secy. Kedar Kashyap, ex-
MLA Dr Subhau Kashyap,
ex-State BJP general secy.
Kirandev, District
Panchayat member Sarita
Panigrahi and Bastar BJP
district President Roop
Singh Mandavi.

One-day int’nl match between
India- New Zealand on Jan 21

Raipur, Dec 07:
BCCI has handed over the
responsibility to
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association
(CSCA) to hold first one-
day International cricket
match between India and
New Zealand on January
21, 2023 at Shaheed Vir
Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium in Parsada, in
Nava Raipur. Though
many IPL and Road Safety
cricket tournaments were
held in this stadium earli-
er, but it is for the first
time that an International
one-day cricket match will
be held in capital city of
Chhattisgarh. Out of the

three one-day series be-
tween India and New
Zealand series, it is the
second match which will
be played in Raipur.

Prior to this in Veer
Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium, two matches of
IPL were held in 2013; T-20
Challenger Trophy in 2014;
second time IPL in 2015
and Ranji Trophy matches
since 2016 onwards. Apart
from this matches of
Sayed Mustaq Ali T-20
Trophy and different
forms of BCCI’s domestic
matches were successful
conducted by
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association.
It is based upon the suc-
cessful performance and
conduct of these matches
that BCCI has handed over
the responsibility of one-
day international match
between India and New
Zealand to CSCA.

Issue orders for recruitment of eligible
youth from primitive tribes soon: CM

Gariyaband, Dec 07: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reviewed about im-
plementation of state gov-
ernment’s schemes in a
meeting with officials of
Gariyaband district after
his ‘Bhent-Mulaquat
Abhiyan’ here on
Wednesday. CM directed
the officers to issue orders
in the coming two weeks
for recruitment of eligible
youths from the special
primitive tribes of
Gariyaband district. He
said that consent for re-
cruitment of youth from
primitive tribes has been
given on merit basis. CM
also directed to mention

the caste’s name in the
caste certificates in
English, so as to resolve
the problems being faced
in issuing of caste certifi-
cates due to letters and al-
phabets fault. Baghel also
directed to complete the
construction of the works
sanctioned in the
Gouthans. The work of
early solution to pending
‘Van Adhikar Pattas’ to
forest people should also
be resolved soon and land
for availability of soil to
potters and craftsmen be

kept reserved and should
be done on priority basis.

Speaking further, CM di-
rected the officers to com-
plete the repair and reno-
vation works in Schols in
the district and construc-
tion of new rooms speedi-
ly. He also directed to com-
plete the works of Rural
Industrial Parks (RIPA) in
the Gouthans by this FY
and added that the carpen-
ters, iron smith and others
associated with traditional
trade should be associated
with ‘Gouthans’. Rural

Industrial Parks should not
be purely based upon Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) and
here the activities be relat-
ed to industries viz. ‘Dal’,
‘haller mill’ and others.
Here the work of running
the industry be with a per-
son who is good in market-
ing skills and have the risk-
taking capacity and a go-
getter.

CM said that the propos-
als of hostels for OBC in the
district be sent at state-level
soon. Conducting review of
land compensation for land
acquisition for Korsi irriga-
tion project, he directed to

complete the same at the
earliest. CM speaking to of-
ficers said that there is no
new registration of benefi-
ciaries under Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojna (RGG-
BKMNY) and so the work of
option for new registration
in the scheme’s portal be
made at the earliest. The
persons involved in tradi-
tional trade that of black-
smith, carpenter, potters
and others who are eligible
should be associated with
RGGBKMNY. In the same
way he also instructed to
sort out pending cases relat-
ed to ‘patta’ distribution of
forest land and Revenue
land as well and for this the
software be re-started for
registration purpose. He
said that with not prepar-
ing of Mastar Plan in all the
Gram Panchayats in
Gariyaband district, the
land diversion is not possi-
ble and therefore he direct-
ed to prepare new Master
Plan soon.
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Reaches Gram
Damdam of Kotami
block in Pasan Range

Villagers put on the
alert

Entries invited till
December 9

Had withdrawal total of
Rs 2.10 lakh, Rs 1.20
lakh recovered

Using rented Debit card
were withdrawing cash
after making transac-
tions failed from SBI
ATMs

Total 120 debits cards
of different banks, four
mobiles seized

BCCI hands over
responsibility to CSCA 

To be held in Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
Int’nl Cricket Stadium

Directs to complete
sanctioned construc-
tion works in Gouthans
early

Holds review of works
and schemes in
Gariyaband district

REMOVAL OF ENCROACHMENTS

RMC authorities are removing road-side encroachments in the form of small vendor
shops and road-side traders working for last many  years in order to solve the traffic
congestion and other problems.

HM Tamradhwaj Sahu, MLA Chhabra
gifted devp works worth lakhs

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  DDeecc  0077:: Chief guest
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Home
Minister and MLA Bemetara
Ashish Chhabra participated in
the dedication, and laying of
stone and farmers’ honour cere-
mony organized at Mohrenga
Gram Panchayat under
Vidhansabha constituency, here
on Tuesday.

The guests laid stone and
inaugurated construction work
of high school building at the
cost of Rs 67.50 lakh, construc-
tion work of farmer’s cottage Rs
13 lakh and laboratory room con-
struction work of Rs 7 lakh in
high school. MLA said that the
high school building in Mohrega
village was demanded long ago
by the people’s representatives
and the residents of the area,

there was a great need for a high
school with all facilities for the
study of the students of Mohrega
and nearby villages, facilitating
the study of the students. Now
this building has been built for,
HM urged students to study hard
and build their future, and
extended best wishes to all the
teachers, parents and students
on this occasion. The successful
Chief Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel believes and

has given a slogan for the cor-
rect vision of Chhattisgarh, say-
ing that to realize the vision of
‘Gardbo Nava Chhattisgarh’,
there is a need to bring revolu-
tion in the field of education as
fast as possible. The more and
more the new generation of
Chhattisgarh educates the youth
power, the faster the vision of
Gadbo Nava Chhattisgarh will be
realized, he added. The govern-
ment is running many schemes
in the field of education. State’s
successful Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel thinks that the
children of Chhattisgarh can get
better education through Swami
Atmanand Government English
and Hindi Medium schools so
that they can bring laurels to the
country including the state. 

CM lays stone for Incubation Center,
RIPA based on forest produce

Gariyaband, Dec 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today laid stone of the for-
est produce - based incuba-
tion center and rural indus-
trial park (RIPA) in the re-

mote forest zone of
Devbhog of the Gariyaband
district to further strength-
en the rural infrastructure.
He also approved the
amount of Rs. 7.42 cr for the
establishment of the rural
industrial park.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
this forest produce - based
park will prove to be a mile-
stone in the road to the eco-
nomic and social uplift-
ment of thousands of forest
produce collecting families
living in the forest zones.
On this occasion, the Food
Minister Amarjit Bhagat
was also present.

CM distributes cheques
to beneficiaries

Central Chronicle News

Brindanavagarh, Dec
07: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel reached
Pariabahra for Bhent-
Mulaqat and he distrib-
uted cheques of assistance
amount to the beneficiar-
ies of various beneficiary
oriented schemes.

The Chief Minister
started his Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan by garlanding the
portrait of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari. Farmer Krishna
Kumar Nag informed the
Chief Minister during
Bhent-Mulaqat that his
loan of Rs 50,000 had been

waived off. Paddy totaling
65 quintals has been sold.
Both the money saved
from the loan cancellation
and the money received
from the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana has
provided him a great deal
of relief.

Krishna Kumar Nag
stated that he purchased
three tractors to which he
is renting them out to gen-
erate income. The Women
Self Help Group’s Keshari
Sonwani informed CM
that her organisation had
made 359 quintals of ver-
micompost. With the
money she earned, she
purchased a pair of gold
earrings for herself.

Food Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat was also
present in the pro-
gramme.

Sharing and caring through virtual workshop
Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Dec 07: Under
the blissful guidance of Dr
Chetna Sharma, Principal
DAVPS Bacheli cum ARO-
CG-F- ZONE, the experi-
enced teachers of DAVPS
Bacheli, teaching classes
IX – XII conducted a virtu-
al workshop  for the sis-
ter- concern seven schools
of DAVMMPS.

The topics shared were
updated syllabus, deleted
portions, blueprints, time

management, weightage
of questions to be asked
especially  in the board
exams (X & XII), question
paper pattern etc..

The teacher delegates
of DAVMMPS CG- F
ZONE had a healthy in-
teractive session. The
teacher experts in a very

appealing manner
quenched the thirst and
the take aways for the
teacher delegates were
amazing.

The workshop ended
with a affirmative assur-
ance by the teacher dele-
gates of sharing the valu-
able inputs which they
collected with their stu-
dents so that they could
be benefitted and come
out with flying colours in
their upcoming board
exams. The entire ses-
sion was successfully co-
ordinated by
NadimParveen.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 07:
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme for redressal of
the grievances received
from pensioners by the
Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The time
schedule of the pro-
gramme scheduled for
December 12th 2022 is
EPF Pensioner -11.00 am
to 01.00 pm at
Conference Hall, 1st
Floor, Bhawisyanidhi
Bhawan, Pandri, Raipur.
The concerned pension-

ers are requested to send
their specific grievance
on or before  December
11, 2022 positively
through postal mode or
by visiting office, super
scribing “Pension
Adalat” on the envelope.
It should also be noted
that the complete PF
Account number/ PPO
number and other nec-
essary and relevant
service details/particu-
lars along with available
documentary evidences
in support of the griev-
ance should explicitly be
mentioned/enclosed.
All the concerned are re-
quested to avail this op-
portunity.

DPS Raipur shines at INSEF
Raipur, Dec 07: It was a
proud moment for DPS,
Raipur when Anushk
Singh studying in class12
& Aradhita Arvelli study-
ing in class 11 won gold in
INSEF regionals and were
selected for the National
Round to be held at
Bengaluru soon. Their
project substantiated the
need for recycling kitchen
waste to create organic fer-
tilizers and pesticides and
hence received an over-
whelming response.

8 students represented
DPS, Raipur at INSEF of
which 5 stood out as ‘inno-
vators out of the blue.’
Surprisingly, Anushk, a
Biology student was sup-
ported by Aradhita, a
Humanities student in cre-
ating a Bio-fertilizer and a
Bio-pesticide out of the
leaves of pomegranate
which won them a gold
medal and stupendous ac-
colade. Next, Kavya

Jaiswal of Class 8th won
‘bronze’ as well as the
‘Popular Choice Award’
for devising a smart hel-
met. As if that was not
enough, Arnav Agrawal
and Rutupurna Dash
bagged the ‘Honourable

Mention Award’ for creat-
ing a super absorbent
polymer using fruit peels.
Moovika Sahu, Shashwat
Jain and Raunak
Dhingania also made their
presence felt with their
eco-friendly projects and

thus the team returned
with a triumphant smile
on their faces. For such a
pragmatic initiative, chil-
dren thanked their men-
tor, Mr. Abhishek
Chandrakarwho guided
the students and asserted
their trust in them which
of course brought results.

Blessing the young re-
searchers’ efforts,
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee tweeted,
“Their effort shall keep
the school’s glories pris-
tine forever.” Agreeing
with him, Pro Vice
Chairman, Baldeo Singh
Bhatia and senior mem-
bers, Vijay Shah and
Pukhraj Jain also compli-
mented the students as
‘Stewards of Future’ moti-
vating them to be persist-
ent in their conservation
aspect, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics
to achieve their altitude in
life.

Joint Parcel Booking
Services soon

Raipur, Dec 07: Railways
and Postal Department
would launch Joint Parcel
Booking Services for pro-
viding the facility to the
people to send Parcel from
their residences.

Above decision was
taken at the meeting of
senior officials from South
Eastern Central Railways
(SECR) Raipur Division
and Postal Department
here on Tuesday.

ED Strategy Planning &
Implementation of
Railway board GVL Satya
Kumar, DRM Sanjiv
Kumar, Senior DCM Dr
Vipin Vaishnav as well as
Chief Post Master General
of Chhattisgarh Circle
Vidhan Chandra Rai and

Director Postal  Services
Dinesh Mistry and others
were present.

Discussion was held on
the process through which
the people can book the
parcel from their resi-
dence itself and would no
longer need to reach
Railway Station for Parcel
Booking. Railway would
release a contact number
through which the people
can book their parcel.
Postal Department em-
ployees would collect the
Parcel from their resi-
dences and deposit to the
Railway Parcel Godown
for further transportation.
Same procedure would fol-
lowed at the time of deliv-
ery to the public. Joint
Parcel Delivery Service
charges would be fixed
soon on the basis of the es-
timate to be calculated to
deliver the parcel.

Registration of private health centres performing
ART and surrogacy procedure

Raipur, Dec 07: Health
centres performing proce-
dure for ART (Assisted
Reproductive Technology)
and surrogacy are being
registered under compli-
ance rules in the state.
Such health care centres
performing ART and sur-
rogacy procedure can
apply online in the
National Registry Portal
ART and Surrogacy for
registration.

Joint Director of ART
and Surrogacy-cum-PCP-
NDT (PC-PNDT Act) Dr

Prashant Srivastava said
that the applications re-
ceived in the ART and
Surrogacy portal are
being inspected by the
state and district level
team. If the application is
found eligible as per the
norms of the Act, registra-
tion is being done by the
state level appropriate au-
thority-cum-health direc-
tor.

Action will be taken as
per rules in case the cen-
tres working without reg-
istration are found guilty

of violating the act. To
avoid this type of action,
all such healthcare centres
which are working with-
out registration applica-
tion, should make sure to
het themselves registered
by applying online at
https://artsurrogacy.gov.i
n/National Art
Surrogacy/faces/HomePa
ge.xhtml. Dr Srivastava
told that it is mandatory
for all the applying organi-
zations to be registered
under Nursing Home Act
and PCPNDT Act.

Two-Day national seminar
cum workshop organized 

Bilaspur, Nov 07: A two-
day national seminar cum
workshop was organized
on 05 December 2022 at the
Department of Forestry,
Wildlife and Environment
Studies of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University with the inspi-
ration of the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal. The in-
auguration of this pro-
gram was in the presence
of the first lady of the
University, Prof. Nilambari
Dave, in-charge Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Amit
Kumar Saxena and the
Registrar, Prof. Manish
Srivastava.

In this national semi-
nar cum workshop, re-
search papers were invited
from different institutions
of the country out of
which 41 research papers
were selected for presenta-
tion in the seminar. In this
programme, scientists,
professors, and subject ex-
perts working in reputed
institutions of the country
were invited, chief among
whom were Dr
A.K.Gangwar from
Regional Center for
Expertise on Education
and Sustainable

Development, Srinagar;
Prof.R K. Vajpayee,
Former Director, Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, Raipur; Prof.
AK Sahoo Former Dean,
Thakur Chhedilal
Barrister Agriculture
College, Bilaspur; Senior
Prof. K. S. Rao, Delhi
University; Prof.
Manmohan J. Dobriyal,
Dean, Rani Laxmibai
Central Agriculture
University, Jhansi; Prof.
Jagdish Prasad, Principal
Scientist, National Bureau
of Soil Survey Nagpur, Dr.
G.B. Ramajinnailu, Center
for Sustainable
Agriculture, Telangana;
Dr. Deepika from Tropical
Forest Research Institute,
Jabalpur, and Anjali
Singhal and Siddharth
Gauraha, volunteers from

Isha Foundation Bilaspur
and Raipur presented their
lectures in the seminar. In
this program, the First
Lady of the university,
Prof. Nilambari Dave,
while speaking about the
universality of soil in her
address, stressed upon the
importance of soil in
human life. She expressed
her anxiety about the dete-
riorating quality of soil
and appealed to the youth
to conserve the soil. Also,
she appraised the students
about the movement start-
ed by Sadguru of Isha
foundation, the ‘Save the
Soil Movement” and also
started the stickers distri-
bution campaign. On this
occasion the University’s
In-charge Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Saxena spoke on the
theme of Soil Day 2022,

“Soils: Where food begins”.
The Registrar, Prof.
Srivastava spoke about the
process of soil formation
in his speech and pointed
out that it takes 500 years
for a layer of 1cm of soil to
get made. The special guest
of the program, Dr.
Gangwar ji talked about
the positive farming
method while Prof.
Vajpayee laid emphasis on
various efforts to keep the
soil healthy. On this occa-
sion, the Dean of the
Faculty of Natural
Resources, Prof. S..S.
Singh, while giving infor-
mation on the subject of
soil evolution, told that
while there was no soil
present on the Earth in the
beginning and that it took
4000 crore years for the soil
to come in this form, we
are spoiling this soil in a
matter of seconds. On this
o c c a s i o n , t h e
Coordinator of the pro-
gram, Prof. S. C. Tiwari ex-
pressed concern over the
decreasing carbon level in
the soil appraised about
the affirmative efforts and
the importance of scientif-
ic methods to increase
the carbon level in the soil.
Prof Tiwari also gave in-
formation on the subject of
carbon trading for increas-
ing the livelihood of the

farmers through maintain-
ing carbon stocks. During
the conference, the farmers
doing farming in tradition-
al and non-traditional way
are being invited and
trained on climate friendly
agriculture practices using
which farmers can en-
hance their livelihood by
improving the quality of
soil in their fields. On this
occasion, Adani Agro Tech
and Farmers Pride firm
displayed their products.

This National Seminar
cum Workshop was organ-
ized under the joint aegis
of Isha Foundation with
the assistance of Adani
Foundation and Prakash
Industries. Prof. S. S.
Dhuria, Professor of
Forestry, Wildlife and
Environment Science
Department, Head of the
Department, Prof. K. K.
Chandra, Dr. Bhavna Dixit,
Dr. Gunjan Patil and all the
professors and research
scholars of the department
played an active role in the
seminar. In the seminar-
cum-workshop, the Deans
of various faculties, heads
of departments, profes-
sors, and students were
present. The Organizing
Secretary, Dr. Garima
Tiwari anchored the na-
tional seminar cum 
workshop.
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For various govt’s
schemes during 
Bhent-Mulaqat

Railways and Postal
Department chalk out
strategy

In CU on World Soil Day

EPFO to organise ‘Pension
Adalat’ on Dec 12

Santosh Dubey

Raipur: Santosh
Dubey, R/o
B r a h m i n p a r a ,
( K h a r s u l w a l e ) ,
breathed his last here
on Wednesday. He was
67. The final rites were
performed at Marwari
crematorium. He was
President of Bajrang
Mandir, ex-President
Hind Sporting Ground
and father of Ruchir
Dubey.

OBITUARY

 Devbhog will be made a

Nagar Panchayat.

 Jhakharpara will be given

the statues of a sub-tehsil.

 Construction of a new

building of Devbhog Girls

Higher Secondary School

announced.

 Renovation of Devbhog’s

children’s school building

announced.

 Opening of a branch of

District Cooperative Rural

Bank in village Sinapali

announced.

 Construction of new com-

munity building in

Devbhog announced.

 Announcement of beauti-

fication of Kosta Muda

pond.

 Sanction of Rs 30 lakhs to

develop Rishi waterfall as

tourism destination

announced.

 Construction of high-level

bridge at Beladdnala.

 Announcement to name

Sardapur ITI after Amar

Shaheed Bhojram Tandi.

 Announcement of con-

struction of bridge in vil-

lage Moongia and

Jhakharpara

Announcements made by CM in Deobhog
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DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  DDeecc  0077:: The 66th
Mahaparinirvan Divas of
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
was celebrated under the
aegis of Adarsh Buddhist
Mahasabha Nagsen Buddhist
Vihar. The followers celebrat-
ed the start of the day, gar-
landing the portraits of
Tathagat Gautam Buddha and
Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar. Collective worship
was done by reciting the
Paritran and fruits were dis-
tributed to the patients at
Dongargarh Community
Health Center. 

In the program organized by
the Mahasabha, wreaths were
placed on the statue of Baba
Saheb Bhimrao Ambedkar lo-
cated at the Tehsil office and
tributes were paid by the wor-
shipers and students by light-
ing the lamp. Addressing the
program, Dhamma Guru
Bhadant Nagaratna Bhadant
Anand Bodhi told the people
present about the sacrifice of
Baba Saheb and talked about
learning from his struggles. 

He said that Buddhism
teaches compassion and
friendship.  President of the
society Munnalal

Nandeshwar while address-
ing the program said that
Baba Saheb told us to take

education because education
is the milk of a lioness, who-
ever drinks it will roar and

propagate the true society.
The program was also ad-
dressed by Amitabh Dufare, 

Ashish Dongre, Umesh
Hathel and present were City
President of Congress Sanjeev
Gomasta, Sandhya Deshpande,
Harish Bhandari, Anil Sahare,
Kiran Meshram, Yogesh
Chaure, Councilor Anita
Lokesh Indulkar, Maya
Bhaskar, Garibdas Gadpayale,
Rajkumar Nandeshwar,
Mukesh Ramteke, Shubham
Tembulkar and many others.
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Baikunthpur, Dec 07: The
pending amount recovery
proceedings will be com-
pleted soon in the social
audit of Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MNREGA) in all
district panchayats of undi-
vided Koriya district. For
this, District Panchayat
CEO Smt. Namrata Jain
has issued a letter to all the
sub-divisional officers and
instructed them to com-
plete the recovery proceed-
ings and said that under
MNREGA, employment is
being provided to unskilled
laborers in employment-
oriented works in rural
areas of all five develop-
ment blocks.

Under the MNREGA
scheme, social audit is done
for every work done in the
Gram Panchayats as per
the provisions and social

audit has been done of all
MNREGA works done till
now from the last finan-
cial year 2015-2016 to 2021.
Giving detailed informa-
tion about these cases of
social audit, District
Panchayat CEO Smt.
Namrata Jain said a total
of 236 cases are now pend-
ing for recovery, out of
which maximum 93 cases
are related to
Baikunthpur Janpad
Panchayat, in these cases
Rs 29 lakh 73 thousand 282
is to be recovered.

Similarly, Rs 3 lakh 26
thousand 735 is pending
for recovery under 38
cases in Sonhat area. Total
Rs 20 lakh 75 thousand 537
in 36 cases under Podi
area, Rs 21 lakh 78 thou-
sand 949 in 53 cases in
Khadagwa development
block, Rs 12 lakh 23 thou-
sand 667 from 14 cases in
Bharatpur development
block and Rs 3 from 2

cases under Manendragarh
development block. In all
the district panchayats of
district Korea and MCB, in-
structions have also been
issued to settle these cases
taken out under MNREGA
at the earliest and to inform
the district panchayat of-
fice about its progress.
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Koriya, Dec 07: Paddy
procurement is operating
smoothly in the district
and smooth arrangements
from procurement to lift-
ing of paddy have been
made by the administra-
tion. In this series, the ad-
ministrative team under
the guidance of District

Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh is also vigilantly
keeping an eye on illegal
paddy storage and trans-
portation and is also tak-
ing appropriate action, as
per requisite.

As per information, 101
bags of illegal paddy have
been seized from the ware-
house of grocery shop
businessman Sant Kumar

Sahu of village Barpara
by Tehsildar Baikunthpur
and team.

Under the guidance of
Collector Mr. Langeh, the
work of paddy purchase
on support price is being
conducted smoothly in the
district and till December
06, 1,26,180 quintals of
paddy has been sold by
3228 farmers in 20 procure-

ment centers of the dis-
trict.

The smooth system of
paddy lifting is the result
that 56 percent paddy has
been lifted in the district
as compared to the paddy
procured so far and
Millers have lifted
71,798.80 quintals of paddy
from all the procurement
centers of the district.

The entire system is
being closely monitored so
that farmers do not face
any kind of problem in
selling paddy and suffi-
cient quantity of gunny
bags are available in all
the procurement centres.

Continuous inspection
is also being done by the
nodal officers appointed
for investigation and ac-
tion is also being taken on
non-standard paddy.

Avdhoot Lord Ram’s ‘Mahanirvan diwas’ held
Central Chronicle News

Sheorinarayan, Dec 07:
The 'Mahanirvan Diwas'
of Shri Ram was observed
in Gram Jigana with great
enthusiasm with the bless-
ings of founder of Aghor
Peeth Ashram -
Aaghoreshwar Sant Shri
Priyadarshi Ramji of
Banora (Raigarh) here on
Nov 29. Aghoreshwar Sant
with his religious dis-
course urged the people to
help the poor and needy
and adopt a lifestyle free
from alcohol or any other
intoxicants. In the end he
sought peace and prosperi-
ty for all and concluded
the discourse.

In this programme,
Rajendra Singh, Ravi
Prakash Singh,

Radheshyam Singh,
Satyasagar Singh,
Gudari Singh, and
from Gharouli-
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Raigarh- Puneetsav,
Vinit Agrawal,
Anant Sharma,
Durgesh Soni,
Santosh Pandey, and
f r o m
Sherorinarayan -
Hemant Sharma,
from Delhi- Bablu
Singh; from
M u z a f f a r p u r _
Dhananjay Singh;
Dinesh Singh from
Kolkata; Ashish
C h o u b e y f r o m
Hyderabad; Rjendra
S i n g h f r o m
Ambikapur and
Sudama singh from
Bhopal were present.
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Berla, Dec 07: The lane in
ward No. 11 of the city has
turned into muddy terrain
and it is posing problems
to lots of people in Gram
Panchayat Saldha of
Janpad Panchayat Berla.
At the same time with no
drainage facility, daily the
stale water from drain
overflows into the lane and
emits awful smell, making
it different for nearby resi-
dents to live peacefully.

On this issue the Gram
Panchayat's Sarpanch-
Bedin Bai Sahu was ap-
prised many a times, but

till date no solution has
been presented. Despite
the Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Saldha and
public representatives of
the region, the problems of

the residents are being ig-
nored.

With muddy terrain and
damp atmosphere, it is giv-
ing rise to mosquitoes,
flies menace and becom-

ing a source of origin of
communicable disease. Set
aside this there are re-
ports of Scorpio or small
snakes entering the hous-
es of nearby residents.
Even after complaining it
to the Sarpanch and other
public representatives, no
action has been taken till
date and it seems they are
waiting for some major ca-
sualty, that some action
may be taken.

Misfortune of Congress that Rajim
is not made a district: Sahu 
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Rajim, Dec 07: Seeing the
displeasure of the people
of the area for not making
Rajim a district by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, district panchayat
member Rohit Sahu has
alleged the Congress of
not taking initiatives to
make the region a district.

Sahu alleged that, when-

ever the Chief Minister
reaches Rajim or on his
stay in the district, he al-
leged that MLA Amitesh
Shukla never kept his
point and did not utter a
word regarding making
Rajim a district.

He further said that the
entire Rajim Vidhan
Sabha took him from the
capital Raipur, Bhopal to
Delhi and kept silent in

making the same Rajim a
district.

A delegation compris-
ing former District
President Raghoba
Mahadik, Rajim Bhaktin
Mandir Committee
President Lala Sahu, for-
mer President Mahendra
Sahu, Advocates
Association's Himanshu
Dubey, Radhoba Mahadik
Rekha Jitendra Sonkar

Dilip Sahu and many oth-
ers had agreed to advocate
the need to make Rajim a
district.

Sahu also has demanded
CT Scan, Sonography, MRI
in Community Health
Center of Rajim,
Fingeshwar, Gariaband,
Chhura, so that people of
the region don't have to
spend thousands of rupees
in getting them treated.

Ward corporator lays
stone for road, drainage

Central Chronicle News

Berla, Dec 07: The resi-

dents of ward No. 4 of
Berla Nagar Panchayat
were facing lots of prob-

lems due to lack of road
facility. In view of this the
denizens of city raised de-

mand for an early 
solution.

It was on initiative by
the ward Corporator
Shivjhadi Sinha that
stone was laid for start of
construction of road and
drainage in Pragatisheel
ward no. 4 of Nagar
Panchayat Berla.

On this occasion Nagar
Panchayat President
Rasbihari Kurre, V-P
Bharat Bhushan Sahu,
leader of Oppn Manak
Chaturvedi, Engineer
Mayank Rathore, Prem
Rajput, Leelaram
Daharia, contractor
Amber Sahu, Sukhend
Bhanja and ward resi-
dents were present in
large number.
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 To residents of ward
No. 11 of Gram Saldha

In ward No. 4 after demand by ward residents

‘Lack of proper road, drainage posing problems’

2. Gram Panchayat

Saldha- Bedin Sahu
In his regard Gram Panchayat
Saldha Beind Sahu informed
that apart from entering the
lanes of wad No. 11, there are
other two lanes also which
are in dilapidated condition.
The villagers informed that
they have urged for early
solution from Bemetara MLA
Ashish Chabda.

1. Snakes, Scorpios have entered many times:
In ward No. 11 of Gram Panchayat Saldha, Panch Tuman Sahu said

that apart from being a 'Panch', he is also a resident of the ward and
informed that he is having young children in the house. With water
and muddy terrain in front of this house, there is always fear of
snakes or scorpios entering his house. Set aside this so far many
snakes have entered Tuman's house and added that even after infor-
mation to the Sarpanch many times, it is falling on deaf ears.

SDM to recover from 236 social
audit cases of MNREGA

Action continues on illegal paddy under Collector

Mahaparinirvan Diwas of Tathagat
Gautam Buddha celebrated 
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Odisha school in soup after classroom
door used as blackboard substitute

Jajpur (Odisha), Dec 7 (PTI) 

A government high
school in Odisha has
landed in controversy,
after a purported video
showing the door of a
classroom being used as
substitute for blackboard
became viral on social
media.

The incident came to
the fore on Tuesday, when
a teacher of the school
was seen writing exam
questions on the door of
the classroom, in the
video.

PTI could not independ-
ently verify the authentic-
ity of the video.

“We were made to sit
for some time as the
teachers did not provide
us question papers for the
examination. Later, a
teacher wrote the ques-
tions on the door of the
classroom,” a student of
Class 8 said.

Pravat Moharana, the
father of a student, al-
leged that the classroom
door is used as a black-
board throughout the
year.

Jajpur DEO-cum
Project Director of
Samagra Shiksha said a
show-cause notice has

been issued to the school.
“We have served a

show-cause notice to the
headmistress of the
school for dereliction of
duty, and asked her to
reply within three days
failing which necessary
action will be initiated,”
he said.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Headmistress of the
Hingula Government
High School Saraswati
Panda said the institution
did not receive question
papers from the Sarva
Sikhya Abhiyan.

“We have two smart
classrooms. As the school
has more than 400 stu-
dents from classes 1-8,
who are appearing for the
examination, we made ad-
justments for sitting
arrangements in all the
rooms.

“Since the school build-
ing does not have black-
boards, we had to write
the questions on the class-
room door,” Panda said.

The school, situated
near Antia village in the
district, was last year up-
graded under the 5T’ ini-
tiative that aims to devel-
op infrastructure in edu-
cational institutions, offi-
cials said.

Police summons suspended
IAS officers accused of voter

data theft by pvt firm
Bengaluru, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Two Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) officers, suspended
in connection with the al-
leged voter data theft by a
private firm, have been
summoned, a police offi-
cer said on Wednesday.

According to the officer,
K Srinivas and S
Rangappa were asked to
depose before the investi-
gating officer today.

However, they have
sought a week’s time to ap-
pear for questioning, he
added.

Srinivas was the deputy
commissioner of
Bengaluru Urban District,
and Rangappa was the
Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, who
also served as the
Additional District
Election Officer, when the
alleged electoral data theft
took place.

They were suspended on
November 26 as they were
in-charge of those con-
stituencies which alleged-
ly saw large-scale election
data fraud.

The Election
Commission had ordered

reviewing the addition
and deletion in the elec-
toral roll in Shivaji Nagar,
Chickpet and
Mahadevapura Assembly
segments.

The investigation would
also cover Chilume
Educational Cultural and
Rural Development
Institute (Chilume), which
is at the centre of contro-
versy.

“We will probe whether
it is a trust or a firm,” the
police officer said.

The Chilume Trust had
allegedly got permission
from the BBMP for voter
awareness drive free of
cost’.

The Congress has
charged the Trust with ap-
pointing a large number of
Block-level Officers
(BLOs), which usually
should be done by the gov-
ernment, and issuing iden-
tity cards to them.

The BLOs then conduct-
ed a door-to-door survey of
voters using their BLO
identity card, the party
had alleged.

Congress further said
the Trust sub-leased’ its
job to some other agencies
as well.

Kerala govt releases revised
action plan on climate change
Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Kerala is very vulnera-
ble to climate induced dis-
asters owing to its geo-
graphical location and
therefore, the government
has come out with a re-
vised action plan on deal-
ing with climate change,
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said here on
Wednesday.

Vijayan, speaking at the
India Climate and
Development Partners’
Meet held here, said cli-
mate change was fast be-
coming one of the biggest
threats to mankind and
environment, and it has
become imperative that all
stakeholders come togeth-
er to tackle the issue.

As a step in that direc-
tion, the southern state
has come out with a re-
vised action plan on cli-
mate change, he said.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that the southern
state was a front-runner
among the major states of
the country in taking a
lead on carbon neutrality
and its efforts have also
been recognised by the

NITI Aayog in its State
Energy and Climate Index
(SECI).

He also spoke about the
various initiatives, strate-
gies, policies and plans the
government has formulat-
ed to ensure Kerala
achieves the aim of be-
coming 100 per cent re-
newable energy based by
2040 and net carbon neu-
tral by 2050.

“Kerala aspires to be-
come a 100 per cent renew-
able energy based state by
2040 and a net carbon neu-
tral by 2050. We have taken
several path breaking ini-
tiatives to pave the way for
an inclusive and sustain-
able development strategy
that is sensitive to climate
change,” Vijayan said at
the event where he
launched the state’s re-
vised action plan on cli-
mate change.

He said the updated ac-
tion plan focuses on adapt-
ing to climate changes and
prioritising interventions
to enhance resilience of
vulnerable communities
against climate induced
hazards.

The Chief Minister fur-

ther said that “due to its
geographical location,
Kerala is highly vulnera-
ble to climate change in-
duced disasters and
calamities”.

“Therefore, building dis-
aster resilient infrastruc-
ture and strengthening in-
stitutional mechanisms
for better disaster respons-
es and raising incomes to
bolster capabilities of in-
dividuals and communi-
ties to adapt to local im-
pacts of climate change
are important,” he said.

This approach needs fo-
cused state interventions,
international cooperation
and multilateral initia-
tives and platforms, the
Chief Minister said,
adding that the Rebuild
Kerala Initiative (RKI)
plays a crucial role in this.

Vijayan said RKI has not
only been working to ad-
dress climate change risks
and strengthen prepared-
ness against future disas-
ters, it also facilitates and
monitors disaster and cli-
mate resilience projects
worth Rs 8,196 crore
across multiple sectors
and departments.

907 deaths due to lightning
this year: Minister 

New Delhi, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Lightning incidents have
caused the most deaths 907 so
far this year, the government
told the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday as it tabled the de-
tails about casualties due to
disastrous weather events.
According to information
given by Earth Sciences
Minister Jitendra Singh in a
written reply in the Lok
Sabha, disastrous weather
events have caused 2,183
deaths across the country
this year. Lightning was the
cause of 907 deaths, followed
by floods and heavy rains (804
deaths), thunderstorms (371),
snowfall (37), heatwave (30),
dust storm (22), gale (10), and
one death each due to cold
wave and squall. There were
zero deaths due to cyclonic

storms this year, Singh said.
He said the country had

witnessed 566 lightning
events, 240 thunderstorms, 37
heatwave events, eight in-
stances of gale winds and
seven snowfall events.

Singh said the India
Meteorological Department
has launched Mausam App
for dissemination of informa-
tion about weather forecasts,
Meghdoot App for circulation
of Agromet advisories and
Damini App for issuing light-
ning alerts.

In a reply to a separate
question, Singh said though
there has been a noteworthy
decrease in the death toll due
to cyclones in recent years,
containing damage and eco-
nomic loss associated with
the weather event was still a
challenge.

HC orders audit of Tiruchendur
temple properties to ascertain

‘nature of encroachment’
Madurai, Dec 7 (PTI) 

The Madras High Court
on Wednesday directed
authorities concerned to
undertake a comprehen-
sive survey of temple
properties in and around
the famous Tiruchendur
Lord Muruga shrine in
Tuticorin and ascertain
“the nature of encroach-
ment” of the same.

If there is any en-
croachment, immediate
action shall be resorted
to, said a Division Bench
of Justices R Mahadevan
and J Sathya Narayana
Prasad.

The court was hearing
a petition on the alleged
illegal sale of a property
belonging to the

Arulmigu Subramaniya
Swamy Temple in
Tiruchendur.

“...this court deems it
appropriate to direct the
respondent authorities to
undertake a comprehen-
sive survey and/or audit
of the temple properties
in and around
Tiruchendur Temple and
ascertain the nature of
encroachment and/or
alienation of the same,”
the Bench said

“If there is any en-
croachment, immediate
action shall be resorted to
by invoking section 78 of
the HR&CE Act, after af-
fording due opportunity
of hearing to all the inter-
ested parties,” the Bench
ruled.

Delhi riots: Court to pass order on Umar
Khalid’s interim bail plea on Dec 12

New Delhi, Dec 7 (PTI) 

A Delhi court on
Wednesday reserved its
verdict on an interim bail
plea of former JNU stu-
dent Umar Khalid who is
an accused in a 2020 north-
east Delhi riots case.

Khalid has moved the
plea seeking two-week in-
terim bail for his sister’s
marriage.

Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat will
pass the order on
December 12.

During the hearing,
counsel for Khalid cited
various judgments where
the accused booked under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
were granted interim bail.

However, opposing the
bail plea, Special Public
Prosecutor Amit Prasad
said that most of the judg-
ments which were relied
upon were not relevant as
they were not for the grant
of interim bail, rather
they were for the grant of
custody parole or interim
custody bail because of
the peculiar circum-
stances involved.

“The cases relied upon
where interim bail was
granted were (because of)
very exceptional circum-
stances and such circum-
stances do not exist here,”
he said

Prasad said Asif Iqbal
Tanha (an accused under
UAPA) was granted inter-
im custody bail for appear-

ing in an exam, while
Natasha Narwal (another
UAPA accused) was grant-
ed interim bail on the
grounds that she was the
only person to perform the
last rites of her father.

He further opposed the
bail plea on the ground
that Khalid’s application
had mentioned three dates
for the marriage ceremo-
ny, i.e, from December 26-
28, but the bail was sought
for 14 days, from
December 20 to January 3.

“There is thus no
ground for grant of inter-
im bail With regards to the
admitted position in the
application, an extraordi-
nary demand has been
raised “ the special public
prosecutor said.

Fadnavis briefs Amit Shah on
Maha-Karnataka boundary dispute
Mumbai, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Wednesday
said he spoke to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and apprised him about de-
velopments related to the
boundary dispute with
Karnataka over the last
one week, a period marked
by war of words between
leaders of the two neigh-
bouring states, attacks on
vehicles and protests by ac-
tivists. A statement from
Fadnavis’s office said Shah
patiently heard the Deputy
Chief Minister’s views on
Maharashtra’s stand on

the decades-old boundary
dispute which has flared
up in the last few days,
leading to tension in bor-
der areas.

Fadnavis also apprised
Shah about his telephone
conversation with
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Tuesday.

The deputy CM spoke to
Bommai following attacks
on vehicles from
Maharashtra entering
Karnataka in the adjoin-
ing state’s border district
of Belagavi.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) president Raj

Thackeray said the bound-
ary dispute should be re-
solved amicably through
talks. The bond between
people of Maharashtra
and Karnataka is very
strong and they have fami-
ly deities on either side of
the border, Thackeray said
in a statement.

The border issue is
being raked up with an eye
on the 2023 Karnataka
Assembly polls and
Maharashtra is being tar-
geted, he said.

“ S u d d e n l y
Maharashtra’s border
areas are being claimed
(by Karnataka) and this is
not a simple matter.

Someone is deliberately
raking up the issue from
the Karnataka side. The
Maharashtra government
should find out who is de-
liberately fanning senti-
ments here. The
Karnataka chief minister
should not make provoca-
tive statements,” said the
MNS leader.

The decades-old border
dispute between the two
states flared up and spilled
onto roads on Tuesday
with stones being hurled at
vehicles entering
Karnataka from the
Maharashtra side near a
toll booth at Hirebaugwadi
in Belagavi district.

Bihar uses Internet of Things to monitor
functioning of potable water supply scheme
Patna, Dec 7 (PTI)

The Bihar administra-
tion has installed sensor-
based ‘Internet of Things’
(IoT) devices in 30 districts
to ensure uninterrupted
potable water supply in
rural areas under a state
government scheme, an of-
ficial said on Wednesday.

IoT is a network of phys-
ical objects that can ex-
change data with other de-
vices and systems over the
internet. These devices
range from ordinary
household objects to com-
plex industrial tools.

“The department has in-
stalled IoT devices to mon-
itor Har Ghar Nal Ka Jal
project in 50,384 wards in
rural areas in the state in
a very short span of time,”

Mihir Kumar Singh,
Principal Secretary,
Panchayati Raj depart-
ment, told PTI.

Under the scheme, the
state government is sup-
plying “adequate and
safe” potable water to
more than 1.65 crore
households in the state.

They are being provided
with 70 litre per capita per
day of water which is
higher than that mandat-
ed under norms of the
union government, Singh
said. The IoT devices, in-
stalled in water towers,
allow officials to monitor
functioning of motorised
pumps. The devices also
detect wastage or exces-
sive use of water by peo-
ple. The department allo-
cates funds to the gram

panchayats for implemen-
tation of the tap water
supply schemes in vil-
lages.

“The IoT-based remote
monitoring provides real-
time information without
any manual intervention.
This allows effective mon-
itoring and management
of the water supply
scheme on the ground,”
said a senior official asso-
ciated with setting up the
IoT devices.

The department has in-
stalled IoT devices in 4,490
wards of East Champaran
district, followed by
Samastipur (3,837), Saran
(3,759), Darbhanga (3,581),
Patna (3,055), Gaya (2,991),
Vaishali (2,859), and
Gopalganj (2,831) and
other districts.

JOB ASPIRANTS

Aspirants come out of an exam centre after appearing for the Police Sub Inspector

exam conducted by J&K Services Selection Board, in Jammu, Wednesday.

CULTURAL EVENT

G20 Sherpas arrive to attend a cultural programme organised for them, in Ranakpur, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Litigants inconvenienced 
 Kolkata: Litigants

were left in limbo on
Wednesday as normal
work was affected
owing to a ceasework
at the Calcutta High
Court by officers and
other employees, de-
manding finalisation
of the special pay com-
mission. The joint
forum of six associa-
tions of officers and
employees is also de-
manding grant of ar-
rear of high court al-
lowance from January
1, 2020, instead of
December 1, 2021,
from which it has
been allowed. Some
litigants, a section of
whom came from far-
off districts for hear-
ing of their cases,
were left in the lurch
as several matters
could not be heard by
the judges, owing to
absence of a good per-
centage of officers
and staff.

Political advisor
 Srinagar: National

Conference Vice-
President and former
Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Omar
Abdullah on
Wednesday appointed
Mudassar Shahmiri
as his political advi-
sor. “JKNC Vice-
President Omar
Abdullah appointed
Mudassar Shahmiri
as his political advi-
sor. The vice-president
thanked the outgoing
political advisor
Tanvir Sadiq for his
services and wished
him luck for his new
assigned roles,” the
National Conference
said in a tweet. Sadiq
was appointed the
party’s chief
spokesperson earlier
this year.

Student robbed
 Pune: A 21-year-old

MBBS student was
beaten up, stripped,
and robbed by three
people on the out-
skirts of Baramati
city in Pune district of
Maharashtra, police
said on Wednesday. All
the accused were ar-
rested. The incident
occurred on Sunday
evening when the stu-
dent was on his way to
a market in Baramati
from his hostel, an of-
ficial said. “One per-
son came on a motor-
cycle and abused the
complainant, He
snatched Rs 15,000
from him. When the
student tried to resist,
he started beating
him,” said a police of-
ficer from Baramati.

Padampur by-poll 
 Bhubaneswar: All

arrangements are
ready for smooth and
transparent counting
of votes cast in the
December 5 Padampur
by-poll in Odisha, state
Chief Electoral Office
(CEO) S K Lohani said.
Tight security is in
place for the counting
at RMC yard near the
Padampur sub-collec-
tor’s office and trained
officials have been en-
gaged for the work, he
said. The counting of
postal votes will start
at 8 am and that in 319
polling booths of the
constituency from 8.30
AM. The entire
process is likely to be
completed by evening,
he said.

Police personnel investi-
gate after locals spotted
an ‘unknown’ balloon
hovering in the sky, in
Vikarabad district,
Wednesday. Later, it was
clarified that is a re-
search balloon and was
sent by the National
Balloon Facility (NBF).



CAMILLA SPEAKS TO GUESTS

Britain’s Camilla, Queen Consort, speaks to guests during a Diplomatic Corps reception at Buckingham Palace in London.
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Beijing, Dec 07 (AP):

China’s imports and ex-
ports shrank in
November under pressure
from weakening global de-
mand and anti-virus con-
trols at home.

Exports sank 9 per cent
from a year ago to USD
296.1 billion, worsening
from October’s 0.9 per
cent decline, customs
data showed Wednesday.
Imports fell 10.9 per cent
to USD 226.2 billion, down
from the previous
month’s 0.7 per cent re-
treat in a sign of a deep-
ening Chinese economic
slowdown.

The country’s global

trade surplus narrowed
by 2.5 per cent from a
year earlier to USD 69.9
billion.

Trade had been fore-
cast to weaken as global
demand cooled following
interest rate hikes by the
Federal Reserve and cen-
tral banks in Europe and
Asia to rein in surging in-
flation.

Chinese consumer de-
mand has been hurt by a
“zero-COVID” strategy
that shuts down large sec-
tions of cities to contain
virus outbreaks. That has
disrupted business and
confined millions of peo-
ple to their homes for
weeks at a time.

China trade shrinks amid virus
pressure, interest rate hikes

Bangdung, Dec 07 (AP):

A man blew himself up
on Wednesday at a police
station on Indonesia’s
main island of Java in
what appeared to be the
latest in a string of sui-
cide attacks in the
world’s most populous
Muslim nation.

Bandung City Police
Chief Aswin Sipayung
said a man entered the
Astana Anyar police sta-
tion with a motorcycle
and detonated explo-
sives as police were lin-
ing up for morning as-
sembly.

West Java Police
spokesperson Ibrahim
Tompo said the man was
entering the station
when he detonated his
explosive, instantly
killing himself and an
officer. He said six other
officers and a civilian
were rushed to a nearby
hospital with injuries.

Police are still investi-
gating the attack in West
Java’s Bandung city and

whether the man, who
has not been identified,
had links to radical

groups.
A video that circulat-

ed on social media

showed body parts scat-
tered near the damaged
lobby of the police sta-
tion. Television reports
showed white smoke bil-
lowing from the building
and people running in
panic subsequent to a
loud bang.

Indonesia has battled
militants since bombings
on the resort island of
Bali in 2002 killed 202 peo-
ple, mostly foreign
tourists. Attacks aimed at
foreigners have largely
been replaced in recent
years with smaller, less
deadly strikes targeting
the government, police
and anti-terrorism forces
and people who militants
consider infidels.

Bombing at Indonesian police station kills officer, hurts 7

Islamabad, Dec 07 (AP):

Afghan girls will be al-
lowed to take their high
school graduation exams
this week, an official and
documents from the Taliban
government indicated on

Tuesday even though they
have been banned from
classrooms since the former
insurgents took over the
country last year.

According to two docu-
ments from the Taliban
ministry of education, ob-

tained by The Associated
Press, the decision applies to
31 out of Afghanistan’s 34
provinces where the winter
school break starts in late
December.

Ehsanullah Kitab, head of
the Kabul education depart-
ment, said the exams would
take place on Wednesday.

He provided no other de-
tails and it was not clear
how many teenage girls
would be able to take the
exam.

One of the documents,
from the Kabul education
department, said the
exams would last from 10
am to 1 pm.

A second document,
signed by Habibullah
Agha, the education minis-
ter who took office in
September, said the tests
would be held in 31 Afghan

provinces.
The three excluded

provinces Kandahar,
Helmand and Nimroz have a
different timetable for the
school year and high school
graduation exams typically
take place there later.

“This is ridiculous,” said
18-year-old Najela from
Kabul, giving only her first
name for fear of reprisals.
She would now be in twelfth
grade and eligible for the
exam. “We spent a whole

year under tension and
stress and haven’t read a
single page of our text-
books.”

“How can we possibly
take an exam after a year
and a half that the Taliban
have kept school doors
closed,” she added. The
Taliban overran
Afghanistan in August 2021
as US and NATO forces were
in the final weeks of their
pullout from the country
after 20 years of war.

Taliban allow high school graduation exams for Afghan girls

Barcelona, Dec 07 (AP):

Two passenger trains
taking commuters to the
city of Barcelona collided
early on Wednesday, injur-
ing more than 150 people,
though none seriously,

Spanish officials said.
Emergency services

said medics tended to 155
people on site, with 39 later
taken to medical centres
for further treatment. The
reported injuries were
limited to knocks and

bruises. The collision oc-
curred near Montcada i
Reixac, a town 30 minutes
north of Barcelona.

Many people make the
daily commute from the
town and others nearby to
Spain’s second largest city
to work each day. Spanish
Civil Protection said one
train was stopped when
the second train failed to
brake on time and ran into
it from behind at around 8
am. A total of about 800
passengers were on the
two trains. Firefighters
said nobody was trapped.
Transport Minister
Raquel S nchez said the
causes of the incident
were being investigated.

Train collision in Spain hurts
155, no serious injuries

Washington, Dec 07 (PTI):

India is home to a great
diversity of faiths and the
Biden administration will
continue to encourage it to
uphold its commitments to
protect religious freedom
for all, a top US official has
said, days after America
designated 12 countries,
including China and
Pakistan, as “countries of
particular concern”.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on Friday
designated 12 countries,
including China, Pakistan
and Myanmar, as “coun-
tries of particular con-
cern” for the current sta-
tus of religious freedom in
these nations. He said
around the world, govern-
ments and non-state actors
harass, threaten, jail, and
even kill individuals on ac-
count of their beliefs.

Responding to a ques-
tion on why India was not
designated by the US gov-
ernment as a Country of
Particular Concern on the
issue of human rights,

State Department
Spokesperson Ned Price
said that India was the
world’s largest democracy
and home to a great diver-
sity of faiths.

“Our annual report on
international religious
freedom outlines some of
the concerns we’ve taken
note of when it comes to
India. We continue to care-
fully monitor the religious
freedom situation in all
countries and that in-
cludes India,” Price told
reporters here on Tuesday.

The Biden administra-

tion will continue to en-
courage the Indian gov-
ernment to uphold its
commitments to protect
religious freedom for all,
he said.

“We engage officials reg-
ularly on steps they can
take to advance religious
freedom. As the world’s
two largest democracies,
the United States and
India, are also committed
to an enduring project,” he
said.

This is the project that
Secretary Blinken spoke
to previously. The project

that as our founders put it,
of striving to form a more
perfect union. This is a
project for both of our
countries, Price said.

“We have worked togeth-
er, and we can work to-
gether to show that our
democracies can meet our
peoples’ needs. We must
continue to hold ourselves
to our core values includ-
ing respect for human
rights like freedom of reli-
gion and freedom of belief
or expression,” he said in
response to a question.

“That, in turn, makes
our respective democra-
cies even stronger.
Secretary Blinken, given
the totality of the facts and
the circumstances, deter-
mined that religious free-
dom concerns in India do
not warrant a country of
particular concern desig-
nation or placement on the
special watch list. But,
these are conversations
that we continue to have
with our Indian partners
and with partners around
the world,” Price said.

India is home to great
diversity of faiths: US

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price

Bystanders look on as police secure the site of a suicide bombing outside a police station
at Astanaanyar in Bandung, West Java province, on December 7.
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Reforestation 
needed badly

As per studies since last
decade about five million
hectares of trees have been
cut down every year in our
country. This has contributed
to extreme niche loss and a
drop in large quantum of bio-
diversity. Every species, in-
cluding the human species, di-
rectly relies on these trees to
survive. The trees have given
us everything and we've con-
tinued to leave their homes
destitute. We've to carry out a
reforestation to combat the
challenge of climate change
and the rapid-fire decline of
biodiversity. This kind of ac-
tion will restore the trees in
the country, especially those
that have been particular tar-
gets of deforestation in recent
years. Our governance has to
plant millions of trees with the
help of NGO's in areas of dire
need.Due to deforestation
many species are extinct
today. For example the Lion-
tailed macaque and Nilgiri
Langurs are a small species of
primate set up only in our
country. In recent times, these
species nearly went extinct.
Reforestation that's planting
kinds of trees that will profit
both Lion- tailed macaque and
Nilgiri Langurs populations
and the original communities.
Even creating wildlife corri-
dors through the connection of
old growth trees will help the
cause. These sweats will profit
the biodiversity of the area by
potting tracts that were for-
merly used agriculturally and
by returning aboriginal tree
species. With ferocious refor-
estation sweats, inheritable di-
versity and tree growth will
only increase moving forward.
Government should take initia-
tive to plant further trees and
cover hovered species arcoss
the country.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Strengthen 
cyber security

A ‘hit list’ of 56 Kashmiri
Pandit employees released by
an offshoot of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba has been uploaded from
a server outside India, but the
data has been provided by in-
siders. Here, cyber security
comes into play; it leaves
much to be desired. It also in-
dicates that the centuries-old
tradition of communal harmo-
ny and mutual respect for reli-
gion and culture for which
Kashmiriyat is known has de-
clined. The onus rests with the
Muslim majority to control the
anti-people elements function-
ing at the behest of Pakistan
handlers. By checking inimical
persons, making cyber securi-
ty effective, strengthening ex-
ternal and internal security
mechanisms, the challenges
posed by terrorists can be suc-
cessfully countered. Kashmiri
Pandits deserve to be provided
foolproof safety measures in
order to lead a peaceful life in
the Kashmir Valley.

SSuubbhhaasshh  VVaaiidd,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Farmers pluck marigold flowers from a field, in Nadia, Wednesday, Dec. 7

PLUCKING MARIGOLD FLOWERS

T he Indian Navy is keeping a close watch on Chinese ships
in region. This has been revealed by none else than Navy

Chief  Admiral R Hari Kumar at the annual Navy Day press con-
ference. Indeed there are a lot of Chinese ships present in the re-
gion. There are four to six People's Liberation Army (PLA) navy
ships at any time. India can’t let its guard down in the high seas
for another reason: Chinese spy vessel Yuan Wang 5 has report-
edly re-entered the Indian Ocean Region, months after it docked
at the Chinese-owned port of Hambantota in Sri Lanka despite
New Delhi’s protestations. The ‘research ship’ poses a threat to
India’s strategic security as it is capable of tracking satellites and
intercontinental ballistic missiles. It’s also a cause for concern
that the PLA owns and operates about half of the world’s intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) systems, which
allow it to monitor potential regional flashpoints such as Taiwan,
the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. There are a large
number of Chinese fishing vessels along with their research ves-
sels. A close tab has to be kept on them. This is because it is an
important region where a large amount of trade and energy
flows. There are around 60 extra-regional vessels. The Indian
Navy tracks these vessels and ensures that they don’t do any-
thing inimical to our interests. Moreover,  the  navy  chief's  re-
marks  assume significance in the light of recent events like the
Russia-Ukraine war that have shown us that we cannot  remain
dependent  on  others  for  our security. The government  has
given  us  very  clear guidelines towards Aatmnirbhar Bharat.
The commissioning of  INS Vikrant is a “landmark” event  and  is
considered  “a  torch-bearer  of atmanirbharta”.  INS  Vikrant  -
India's  first indigenous aircraft carrier - was commissioned by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Kochi. It signifies persistent  ef-
forts  of   generations  of   naval leadership, designers, planners,
shipyard workers, industry, and other supporting agencies and
personnel. There are very few countries that have the capability
to make an aircraft carrier and India now forms one of  the elite
or select band. It inspires self-confidence among us & it's a shin-
ing symbol of our indigenous capability. It has contributed to en-
hancing the stature of the nation in the world. "I'm sure Vikrant
will proudly fly the Tiranga across the wide reaches of Indo-
Pacific in years to come," the Navy Chief  said. The CDS Gen Anil
Chauhan has laid stress on increasing integration, and we have
been working on developing theatre commands and integration.
The navy chief  described the Agniveer scheme as a landmark
achievement and said 3,000 Agniveers have joined the Indian
Navy, of  whom 341 are women. From next year, women officers
will be inducted across all branches and won't just be limited to
seven or eight as is the case currently. They'll be deployed on
ships, airbases, aircraft. They will be trained for everything the
way a normal sailor is trained. There is going to be no difference
in training. The Indian Navy is looking at being a gender-neutral
force where the capability of the individual will be the only crite-
rion. President Droupadi Murmu, who is the supreme command-
er of  the armed forces, has said the Indian Navy has a huge re-
sponsibility of ensuring an umbrella of security for the country’s
national maritime interests. She rightly said that India is inher-
ently a maritime nation, with sea on three sides and mountains
on the fourth. It is but natural that the oceans will play a vital role
in India’s growth and prosperity. Navy Day is celebrated every
year on December 4 to mark the Indian Navy’s valiant role in the
1971 India-Pakistan war, including the bombing of Karachi har-
bour. Closer maritime cooperation with the US and its allies is a
must for India, which should also augment its naval firepower. 

M ost countries in Asia have failed to achieve a global mini-
mum target of protecting at least 17 per cent of land by

2020, according to a study based on data from 40 countries.
Under current trends, the outlook for achieving the UN Global
Biodiversity Framework's 2030 target to protect at least 30 per
cent of land is bleak, with Asia set to miss this by an even greater
margin, the researchers said. To counter the global biodiversity
crisis, at the 2010 UN Convention on Biological Diversity, almost
200 countries pledged to protect at least 17 per cent of their ter-
restrial environments by 2020 (known as Aichi Target). To inves-
tigate whether they achieved this, researchers from the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge in the UK, with collabora-
tors in Asia, analysed data from official reports submitted to the
World Database on Protected Areas. The study, published in the
journal Communications Biology, found that only 40 per cent of
Asian countries achieved the target of a minimum of 17 per cent
coverage for protected areas by 2020. In particular, very few
countries in West and Central Asia achieved the target. Overall,
Asia was the most underperforming continent, with just 13.2 per
cent of land being designated as a terrestrial protected area in
2020 -- compared with a global average of 15.2 per cent protec-
tion, the researchers said. Only 40 per cent (16) of Asian coun-
tries, mainly in East and South Asia, had met the 17 per cent pro-
tection target by 2020. However, 14 out of 19 West and Central
Asian countries had not met the target, they said. Asian coun-
tries also tended to have a slower year-on-year increase in the
amount of land protected for conservation, at just 0.4 per cent
per year on average, according to the study. For 241 highly at-
risk mammal species across Asia, on average 84 per cent of their
ranges fell outside protected areas, the researchers said. They
calculated that almost all Asian countries will fail to meet the
2030 target unless their rate of establishing protected areas in-
creases by up to six times faster. Under the current trajectory,
Asia as a whole would only achieve 18 coverage by 2030 -- far
below the target of 30 per cent protection. The outlook was
worst for West and South Asia, projected to achieve 11 per cent
and 10 per cent coverage respectively by 2030.  "Asia is a chal-
lenging continent for setting targets for protected areas, since
areas of high biodiversity typically conflict with dense human
populations and rapid economic growth," said study lead author
Mohammed Farhadinia from the University of Oxford. "While
this research demonstrates the need for more investment in pro-
tected areas in Asia, it also shows the importance of establishing
realistic, achievable goals that take into account socio-geo-
graphical restrictions," Farhadinia said. The findings carry im-
portant significance ahead of the 15th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (COP 15), when the governing body of
the Convention of Biological Diversity will convene in Montreal,
Canada from December 7-19. At this meeting, government rep-
resentatives will review the achievement of the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets and discuss strategies for meeting the post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework targets.

Most Asian countries 
behind biodiversity targets 

for protected areas

Naval threat from China

S oil erosion is taking place in
145 million hectares in

India, it is estimated that 96.40
million hectares (about 30 percent
of the total geographical area) are
affected by land degradation.
Globally, the biophysical status of
5,670 million hectares of land is
declining, of which 1,660 million
hectares (29 percent) are due to
human-induced land degradation,
according to the Food and
Agriculture Organization's 'Status
of Land, Soil and Water' report  is
responsible for.

World Soil Day is celebrated
every year on 5 December. The
theme of World Soil Day 2022 is
'Soil: Where Food Begins'. It aims
to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of maintaining healthy soils,
ecosystems, and human well-
being through sustainable soil
management. Healthy soil is very
essential for human existence.
Healthy soil helps in the growth of
healthy plants and increases both
nutrition and water percolation to
maintain groundwater levels.

Soil also regulates the planet's
climate by storing carbon and is
the second largest carbon sink
after the oceans. In addition,
healthy soils maintain a landscape
that is more resistant to drought

and flooding. Soil health is impor-
tant for healthy food production
because soils are the foundation
of food systems.

Healthy soil is essential for our
existence. They support healthy
plant growth to increase both our
nutrition and water percolation to
maintain groundwater levels. Soil
helps regulate the planet's climate
by storing carbon and is the sec-
ond largest carbon sink after the
oceans. They help maintain a
landscape that is more resilient to
the effects of drought and flood-
ing.

Healthy soil is a key element of
sustainable food production as
about 95 percent of global food
production depends on soil. Soil
degradation around the world can
have devastating effects such as
increased pollution, desertifica-
tion, and a decline in global food
production. Healthy soil is a living,
dynamic ecosystem, filled with
micro- and macro-organisms that
perform many important func-
tions, including nutrient cycling
works.

The major threats to soil are nu-
trient loss and pollution, which are
responsible for undermining food
and nutritional security globally.
The main drivers of soil erosion

are agriculture, mining, industrial
activities, waste treatment, fossil
fuel extraction and processing,
and transportation emissions. Soil
erosion, runoff, leaching, and
burning of crop residues are the
major causes of loss of soil nutri-
ents.

Soil erosion directly or indirect-
ly affects 29% of the total land
area of India. As a result, it threat-
ens agricultural productivity,
water quality, biodiversity conser-
vation, and the socio-economic
well-being of land-dependent
communities. About 3.7 million
hectares of land are affected by
soil nutrient deficiency (i.e. lack of
organic matter in the soil). In addi-
tion, uncontrolled use of fertilizers
and pesticides and irrigation with
contaminated wastewater also
add to soil pollution.

Controlling plant disease, and
insect and weed pests; Improving
soil structure is essential, with a
positive effect on the soil's ability
to hold water and nutrients. Soil
erosion not only affects fertility
but also increases the risk of
floods and landslides. It is a global
challenge that is exacerbated by
food insecurity, high food prices,
climate change, environmental
hazards, and loss of biodiversity

and ecosystem services affects
everyone.

As consumers and citizens, we
can contribute to protecting top-
soil by planting trees, developing
and maintaining home/kitchen
gardens, and consuming primarily
locally sourced and seasonal
foods. Soil erosion can have ir-
reparable effects on both human
and ecosystem health. India has
taken several initiatives in this di-
rection which need to be sus-
tained and improved upon sustain-
ably to ensure healthy soil and ul-
timately a healthy planet.

The communication link be-
tween all the stakeholders for the
management and restoration of
degraded soils should be strength-
ened. Timely dissemination of evi-
dence-based information is also
essential. Successful conservation
practices and clean and sustain-
able technologies should be pro-
vided to all target beneficiaries.
Citizens can contribute by plant-
ing trees, developing and main-
taining kitchen gardens, and con-
suming seasonal and locally
sourced food.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee

jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

Irreparable consequences of soil erosion
on human and ecosystem health

By John Flesher

I n a bustling metro area of 4.3
million people, Yale University

wildlife biologist Nyeema Harris ven-
tures into isolated thickets to study
Detroit's most elusive residents coy-
otes, foxes, raccoons and skunks
among them. Harris and colleagues
have placed trail cameras in woodsy
sections of 25 city parks for the past
five years. They've recorded thou-
sands of images of animals that
emerge mostly at night to roam and
forage, revealing a wild side many lo-
cals might not know exists.

"We're getting more and more ex-
posure to wildlife in urban environ-
ments," Harris said recently while
checking several of the devices fas-
tened to trees with steel cables near
the ground. "As we're changing their
habitats, as we're expanding the
footprint of urbanization, ... we'll in-
creasingly come in contact with
them." Animal and plant species are
dying off at an alarming rate, with up
to 1 million threatened with extinc-
tion, according to a 2019 United
Nations report. Their plight is stirring
calls for "rewilding" places where
they thrived until driven out by devel-
opment, pollution and climate

change.
Rewilding generally means reviv-

ing natural systems in degraded loca-
tions sometimes with a helping hand.
That might mean removing dams,
building tunnels to reconnect migra-
tion pathways severed by roads, or
reintroducing predators such as
wolves to help balance ecosystems.
But after initial assists, there's little
human involvement.

The idea might seem best suited
to remote areas where nature is freer
to heal without interference. But
rewilding also happens in some of
the world's biggest urban centres, as
people find mutually beneficial ways
to coexist with nature. The US Forest
Service estimates 6,000 acres (2,428
hectares) of open space are lost daily
as cities and suburbs expand. More
than two-thirds of the global popula-
tion will live in urban areas by 2050,
the UN says. "Climate change is com-
ing, and we are facing an equally im-
portant biodiversity crisis," said
Nathalie Pettorelli, senior scientist
with the Zoological Society of
London. "There's no better place to
engage people on these matters than
in cities." In a September report, the
society noted rewilding in metropo-
lises such as Singapore, where a 1.7-

mile (2.7-kilometre) stretch of the
Kallang River has been converted
from a concrete-lined channel into a
twisting waterway lined with plants,
rocks and other natural materials
and flanked by green parkland.
Treating urban rivers like natural wa-
ters instead of drainage ditches can
boost fish passage and let adjacent
lands absorb floodwaters as global
warming brings more extreme
weather, the report says. The
German cities of Hannover, Frankfurt
and Dessau-Rosslau designated va-
cant lots, parks, lawns and urban wa-
terways where nature could take its
course. As native wildflowers have
sprung up, they've attracted birds,
butterflies, bees, even hedgehogs.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan, describ-
ing the United Kingdom as "one of
the most nature-depleted countries
in the world," announced a plan last
year to fund 45 urban rewilding proj-
ects to improve habitat for stag bee-
tles, water voles and birds such as
swifts and sparrows. In the north
London borough of Enfield, two
beavers were released in March 400
years after the species was hunted to
extinction in Great Britain in the hope
their dams would prevent flash flood-
ing. One died but was to be replaced.

Chicago's Shedd Aquarium and the
nonprofit Urban Rivers are installing
"floating wetlands" on part of the
Chicago River to provide fish breed-
ing areas, bird and pollinator habitat
and root systems that cleanse pollut-
ed water. Urban rewilding can't re-
turn landscapes to pre-settlement
times and doesn't try, said Marie Law
Adams, a Northeastern University as-
sociate professor of architecture.
Instead, the aim is to encourage nat-
ural processes that serve people and
wildlife by increasing tree cover to
ease summer heat, storing carbon
and hosting more animals. Or in-
stalling surface channels called bio-
swales that filter rainwater runoff
from parking lots instead of letting it
contaminate creeks. "We need to
learn from the mistakes of the mid-
20th century paving over everything,
engineering everything with gray in-
frastructure" such as dams and
pipes, Adams said. Detroit's sprawl-
ing metro area illustrates how human
actions can boost rewilding, inten-
tionally or not.

Hundreds of thousands of houses
and other structures were aban-
doned as the struggling city's popu-
lation fell more than 60 per cent
since peaking at 1.8 million in the

1950s. Many were razed, leaving va-
cant tracts that plants and animals
have occupied. Nonprofit groups
have planted trees, community gar-
dens and pollinator-friendly shrubs.

Conservation projects reintro-
duced ospreys and peregrine falcons.
Bald eagles found their way back as
bans on DDT and other pesticides
helped expand their range nation-
wide. Anti-pollution laws and govern-
ment-funded cleanups made nearby
rivers more hospitable to sturgeon,
whitefish, beavers and native plants,
such as wild celery.

"Detroit is a stellar example of
urban rewilding, " said John Hartig, a
lake scientist at the nearby
University of Windsor and former
head of the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge. "It's
been more organic than strategic.
We created the conditions, things got
better environmentally, and the na-
tive species came back." "A lot of city
people have lost their tolerance to
live with wildlife," said Pettorelli of
Zoological Society of London.
"There's a lot of reteaching ourselves
to be done. To really make a differ-
ence in tackling the biodiversity cri-
sis, you're going to have to have peo-
ple on board." 

Extinctions, shrinking habitat spur ‘rewilding’ in cities
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PRIYANKA SAURABH Soil erosion can have irreparable effects on both human and ecosystem
health. India has taken several initiatives in this direction which need to be
sustained and improved upon sustainably to ensure healthy soil and ulti-
mately a healthy planet. The communication link between all the stakehold-
ers for the management and restoration of degraded soils should be
strengthened. Timely dissemination of evidence-based information is also
essential. Successful conservation practices and clean and sustainable tech-
nologies should be provided to all target beneficiaries. Citizens can con-
tribute by planting trees, developing and maintaining kitchen gardens, and
consuming seasonal and locally sourced food.
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MoUs signed 

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Large and
Medium Industries
Minister Murugesh
Nirani  said three-
fourths of the MoUs
signed during the
Global Investors' Meet
would be implemented
in the next five years.
The GIM, which was
held last month, has
laid the foundation for
future growth and the
conversion ratio will be
much better this time,
he said. "We have not
made MoUs just to glo-
rify or to show num-
bers. We have approved
only those projects who
intend to start projects
in the state. I am confi-
dent that there would
be 75 per cent conver-
sion of the MoUs
signed," Nirani said at
the meet-the-press or-
ganised by Press Club
of Bangalore.

Big vision
Lucknow: Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath  asserted
that a "big vision" is
needed for the devel-
opment of the coun-
try's biggest state, re-
ferring to UP's status
as the most populous
state. Participating in
the discussion on the
supplementary budg-
et, the chief minister
said, "With a popula-
tion of 25 crore, Uttar
Pradesh, the largest
state (in terms of pop-
ulation) in the coun-
try, needs a big vision
for development. The
faith with which the
people of UP have
elected a government
for the second consec-
utive time, the state
government is work-
ing with complete
honesty to fulfil it."

Appointment

New Delhi: Godrej &
Boyce, the flagship
company of the Godrej
Group, on Tuesday an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Anil G Verma
as the Executive
Director and Chief
Executive Officer of
the company. Verma
has been elevated as
CEO from his previous
position as Executive
Director and
President, a statement
from Godrej & Boyce
(G&B), which manu-
factures consumer
goods like appliances,
furniture, and locks,
said. "This change in
organisational struc-
ture comes as part of a
larger restructuring
exercise for the organi-
sation," it said.

Lubes market
Mumbai: Doorstep
fuel delivery service
provider FuelBuddy
announced its entry
in the lubes segment
in collaboration with
public sector oil mar-
keting firm
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited
(HPCL). The startup
said all its customers,
including the existing
one,s can now order
lubricants through its
app after which lubes
will be physically de-
livered to the cus-
tomer's doorstep
through HPCL's au-
thorised distributors,
a release said.

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday expectedly
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points (bps) - the fifth in-
crease since May - saying
it remains focussed on
bringing down the infla-
tion to a tolerable limit.
The move to raise the rate
will make loans -- includ-
ing housing, auto -- and
corporate credit expen-
sive.

Terming the Indian
economy a bright spot in
the otherwise gloomy
world, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) lowered its es-
timate of GDP growth to
6.8 per cent in the fiscal
ending March 31, 2023,
from an earlier forecast of
7 per cent. It, however, kept
the inflation forecast un-
changed at 6.7 per cent for
the current fiscal and pro-
jected it to come down
below the upper tolerance

limit of 6 per cent in the
fourth quarter of the cur-
rent financial year.

The Consumer Price
Index (CPI) based infla-
tion, which RBI factors in
while fixing its bench-
mark rate, stood at 6.7 per
cent in October. Retail in-
flation has been ruling
above the RBI's comfort

level of 6 per cent since
January this year. RBI
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the central bank
remains nimble and flexi-
ble in its approach to deal
with the price situation.
The six-member monetary
policy committee (MPC)
headed by RBI Governor
raised the key lending rate

or the repo rate by 35 basis
points to 6.25 per cent.
With the latest hike, the
repo rate or the short-term
lending rate at which
banks borrow from the
central bank has now
crossed 6 per cent. This is
the fifth consecutive rate
hike after a 40 basis points
increase in May and 50
basis points hike each in
June, August and
September.

In all, the RBI has raised
the benchmark rate by 2.25
per cent since May this
year. Consequently, the
standing deposit facility
(SDF) rate is adjusted to 6
per cent and the marginal
standing facility (MSF)
rate and Bank rate to 6.50
per cent. The MPC also de-
cided to remain focused on
the withdrawal of the ac-
commodative stance to en-
sure that inflation re-
mains within the target
going forward while sup-
porting growth.

RBI hikes lending rate
by 35 bps to 6.25 pc

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das during a
press conference on monetary policy at RBI headquarters in
Mumbai, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022. 

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The worst of inflation is
behind us, but there is no
room for complacency in the
fight against price-rise, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
on Wednesday. Das also said
that from a growth perspec-
tive, India stands out as an isle
of resilience in a "gloomy
world" which is staring at
slowing growth with possibili-
ties of recession in some coun-
tries, Das told reporters in the
post-policy review.
Earlier in the day, the RBI's
rate-setting panel resolved to
go for a 35 basis points hike in
the key interest rates, taking
the cumulative rate hikes to
2.25 per cent since May 2022.
The RBI has been hiking rates
because of the high inflation,
where the headline number
has been above the upper end
of the tolerance band for the

tenth month running in
October. Das said inflation is
cooling across the world on
softening of the commodity
and the oil prices, but stressed
that we cannot be "compla-
cent" despite the positive
news on inflation. RBI Deputy
Governor Michael Patra said
RBI's efforts will be first
focused on getting inflation
into the tolerance band of
under 6 per cent, and added
that the lowering of the quan-
tum of the hikes at 35 basis
points as against 50 basis
points earlier should be seen
as a signal which the central
bank is sending out. 

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday said in the
wake of appreciating US
dollar, the movement of
rupee has remained least
disruptive as compared to
its peers, and the size of for-
eign exchange reserve is
comfortable. On a financial
year basis (from April to
October 2022), the Rupee
has appreciated by 3.2 per
cent in real terms, even as
several major currencies
have depreciated, he said
while announcing the latest
set of bi-monthly monetary
policy.

"The story of the rupee
has been one of India's re-
silience and stability," the
Governor said while point-
ing out that the apprecia-

tion of the US dollar this
year, which precipitated
large-scale depreciation of
all major global currencies
including the Indian rupee,
has drawn wide attention.
Das also stressed it is im-
portant to make an objec-
tive assessment of the
movement of the Rupee in
the context of global and
domestic macroeconomic
and financial market devel-
opments. "Through this
episode of US dollar appre-
ciation, the rupee's move-
ments have been the least
disruptive, relative to
peers," the Governor added.
He further said what would
be the terminal interest
rate for the US Fed, could be
anybody's guess, but it can-
not be the case that their
monetary policy will be
tightened endlessly. When

the tightening is over, Das
said the tide will surely
turn and capital flows to
India will improve leading
to easing of external fi-
nancing conditions. "In this
complex world with both
push and pull factors at
play, the rupee - which is
market-determined - should
be allowed to find its level
and that is what we have
been striving to ensure. "We
must deal with the current
global hurricane with con-
fidence and endurance," the
Governor said. He also said
the size of forex reserves is
comfortable and has also in-
creased. It has gone up from
USD 524.5 billion on
October 21, 2022 to USD
561.2 billion as on
December 2, 2022 covering
around nine months of pro-
jected imports for 2022-23.

New Delhi, Dec 07:  

Carmaker Renault India
on Wednesday said it will
increase the prices of its
vehicles across models
from the next month to
partially offset rising
input costs. The company -
- which sells small car
Kwid, multi-utility vehicle
Triber and compact SUV
Kiger with prices ranging
from Rs 4.64 lakh to Rs
10.62 lakh -- however, did
not disclose the quantum
of its impending price
hike.

"Reasons for the price
hike are to partially offset
the impact of constant in-
creases in input costs
largely driven by pricier
commodities, fluctuations
in foreign exchange rates,
inflation and also due to
regulatory obligations,"

Renault India said in a
statement. The company
asserted that India is a key
market for it and has a
long-term strategy to grow
the brand with plans to
"bring several new innova-
tions in products and serv-
ices for the diversified
Indian customers".
Together with launching
products of global repute,
the company said, "Renault
has a strong 'India strategy'
with a heavy emphasis on
localisation in its current
and future range of prod-
ucts, offering customers a
compelling value proposi-
tion".

New York, Dec 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
Biocon Executive
Chairperson Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw and
Nykaa founder Falguni
Nayar are among six
Indians who have made it
to the Forbes' annual list of
The World's 100 Most
Powerful Women. Ranked
at number 36, Sitharaman
has made it to the list for
the fourth time in a row. In
2021, the 63-year-old minis-
ter was ranked at number
37 in the list, while she was
in the 41st spot in 2020 and
34th in 2019. The other
Indians to feature on the
list are HCLTech
Chairperson Roshni
Nadar Malhotra (rank: 53),
Securities And Exchange
Board Of India (SEBI)
Chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch (rank: 54), and
Steel Authority Of India
Chairperson Soma Mondal
(rank: 67). Malhotra,
Mazumdar-Shaw and
Nayar made it to the presti-

gious list last year also at
52nd, 72nd and 88th spots
respectively. This year
Mazumdar-Shaw is ranked
72, while Nayar is at 89th
spot, according to the list
released by Forbes on
Tuesday. The list includes
39 CEOs; 10 heads of state;
and 11 billionaires worth a
combined USD 115 billion.
Highlighting Nayar's pro-
file, the Forbes list noted
that the 59-year-old busi-
nessman "worked as an in-
vestment banker for two
decades, leading IPOs and
helping other entrepre-
neurs achieve their
dreams. In 2012, she decid-
ed to work for herself, in-
vesting USD 2 million of
her own savings to launch
the beauty and retail com-

pany Nykaa. She took it
public in 2021 and became
India's richest self-made
woman". According to the
Forbes website, 41-year-old
Malhotra is responsible for
all strategic decisions for
the USD 12 billion technol-
ogy company. "Founded by
her father, Shiv Nadar, in
1976, HCL became a cen-
tral player in India's rise as
an IT hub," it noted. On
March 1, 56-year-old Buch
became the first female
chair of the SEBI, which
oversees India's more-than
USD 3 trillion stock market
ecosystem. Mondal, 59,
who became the first
woman to chair the state-
run Steel Authority of
India (SAIL) in January
2021, has led the company
to record financial growth
since taking over. The com-
pany's profits surged three-
fold to 120 billion rupees in
her first year at the helm,
according to the Forbes
website. It described 69-
year-old Mazumdar-Shaw
as one of India's richest
self-made women.

Finance Minister Sitharaman, 
5 other Indians among Forbes’

World’s 100 Most Powerful Women

Rupee remains least disruptive; size of
forex reserves comfortable: RBI Guv

Renault India to hike prices
across models from next month

Worst of inflation behind us, but
no room for complacency: Das

New Delhi, Dec 07: 

Luxury carmaker Audi
on Wednesday said it will
increase prices of its
model range by up to 1.7
per cent, with effect from
January 1, 2023. The com-
pany said it is hiking the
prices due to an increase
in input and operational
costs. "The primary objec-
tive of the company's busi-
ness strategy focuses on a
model that begets prof-
itability and sustainabili-
ty. The price correction is
affected as a result of the
rising supply-chain-relat-
ed input and operational
costs," Audi India Head

Balbir Singh Dhillon said
in a statement. The new
price range for the compa-
ny models is directed at
maintaining the premium
price positioning of the
brand, ensuring sustain-
able growth of both the au-
tomaker and its dealer
partners, he added. Audi
India's current line-up in-
cludes the petrol-powered
A4, A6, A8 L, Q3, Q5, Q7,
Q8, S5 Sportback, RS 5
Sportback, and RSQ8. The
electric vehicle portfolio
under the e-Tron brand
comprises the e-Tron 50, e-
Tron 55, e-Tron Sportback
55, e-Tron GT and RS e-
Tron GT. Mainstream pas-
senger vehicle brands
Maruti Suzuki India and
Tata Motors have also an-
nounced plans to increase
prices with effect from
next month.

Audi to hike vehicle prices
by up to 1.7 pc from Jan

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

Equity benchmark
Sensex declined over 215
points on Wednesday,
weighed by losses in index
heavyweight Reliance
Industries, Bajaj Finserv
and Tata Steel, after the
Reserve Bank raised the
key interest rate by 35
basis points. Subdued
Asian markets and contin-
ued selling by foreign in-
vestors also weighed on
sentiment, traders said.

Extending its losses for
the fourth straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 215.68 points
or 0.34 per cent lower at
62,410.68. Similarly, the
broader Nifty fell 82.25
points or 0.44 per cent to
18,560.50. NTPC was the
top loser in the Sensex

pack, shedding 2 per cent,
followed by Bajaj Finserv,
IndusInd Bank, Tata Steel,
Reliance Industries and
Sun Pharma.

On the other hand,
Asian Paints, HUL, L&T,
Axis Bank and ITC were
among the gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Seoul and Tokyo
ended with significant

losses. Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading with
gains in mid-session deals.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.56 per
cent to USD 78.11 per bar-
rel. The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday expectedly
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points (bps) -- the fifth in-
crease since May -- saying
it remains focussed on
bringing down the infla-
tion to a tolerable limit.

Terming the Indian
economy a bright spot in
the otherwise gloomy
world, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) lowered its es-
timate of GDP growth to
6.8 per cent in the fiscal
ending March 31, 2023,
from an earlier forecast of
7 per cent.

Sensex falls 215 points in
volatile trade post RBI rate hike

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The RBI on Wednesday
expectedly slowed the pace
of increase in borrowing
costs in signs that rates
may be nearing the peak,
even as it reiterated its re-
solve to fight inflation that
has stayed above the com-
fort zone for 10 straight
months. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) hiked the
key repo rate by 35 basis
points, the fifth straight in-
crease since May, raising
prospects of EMIs for
home, auto and other loans
rising further. The previ-
ous four increases totalled
190 bps, with the last three
hikes being 50 bps each.
The monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC), comprising

three members from the
RBI and three external
members, raised the key
lending rate or the repo
rate to 6.25 per cent by a 5:1
majority decision. Four of
the six members voted in
favour of the withdrawal of
accommodation, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. The economic
"growth in India remains
resilient, and inflation is
expected to moderate," Das
said. "But the battle against
inflation is not over." The
RBI retained its 6.7 per cent
inflation forecast for the
current fiscal year ending
March but lowered eco-
nomic growth expectation
to 6.8 per cent from the 7
per cent forecast previous-
ly. Retail inflation, which

has stayed above the 2-6 per
cent target zone for 10
straight months, eased to a
three-month low of 6.77 per
cent in October, helped by a
slower rise in food prices
and a higher base effect.
Das said the inflation is
moderating. "The worst of
inflation is behind us," he
said, adding there is no
room for complacency.

The central bank, whose
primary mandate is to en-
sure price stability, last
month wrote a letter to the
government, explaining
how global factors con-
tributed to its failure to
keep inflation below the
target zone for three
straight quarters. On the
same note, it outlined a
roadmap to bring price

gains within target.
Announcing the monetary
policy committee's deci-
sions, Das said the main
risk is that inflation could
remain sticky and elevat-
ed. "The MPC was of the
view that further calibrat-
ed monetary policy action
was warranted to keep in-
flation expectations an-
chored, break core-infla-
tion persistence and con-
tain second-round effects,"
he said. Acuite Ratings and
Research said the RBI's
stance has remained mod-
erately hawkish, and there
exists a possibility of a fur-
ther round of rate hikes in
February next year, with a
potential terminal rate of
6.5 per cent by the begin-
ning of FY24.

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The rupee pared initial
losses and settled margin-
ally higher at 82.47 against
the US dollar on
Wednesday after the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) hiked the key repo
rate by 35 basis points.
Easing crude oil prices
also supported the domes-
tic unit, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.74 and
touched an intra-day high
of 82.40 and a low of 82.75
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 82.47, registering a
rise of 3 paise over its pre-
vious close of 82.50. "In
line with expectation, the

RBI raised rates by anoth-
er 35 bps. It lowered its
FY23 GDP forecast to 6.8
per cent from 7 per cent,"
said Gaurang Somaiya,
Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial

Services. The RBI men-
tioned that inflation could
remain above 4 per cent in
the next 12 months.

"The commentary from
the RBI governor was less
hawkish and impact on
the currency has been rel-
atively muted as it was
more or less in line with
market expectation,"
Somaiya said. "We expect
the USD-INR (Spot) to
trade sideways and quote
in the range of 82.20 and
82.80." Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 1.10 per
cent to 105.68. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 1.79 per cent to
USD 77.93 per barrel.

Rupee gains 3 paise to close
at 82.47 against US dollar

EMIs to rise as RBI hikes interest
rate again albeit at a slower pace

New Delhi, Dec 07: 

Eyeing overseas trav-
ellers, Bharti Airtel has
phased out its internation-
al mobile roaming
schemes and introduced a
new plan, World Pass, cov-
ering 184 countries, and
slashed basic data rates by
99 per cent in the listed
roaming nations, accord-
ing to a company's state-
ment and sources.

The company is allow-
ing post-paid customers to
shift to new plan without
paying extra on their ex-
isting international roam-
ing plans. "The feedback
that we have heard on in-
ternational travel related
concerns has compelled
us to launch a defining

proposition for our cus-
tomers -- the Airtel World
Pass. "This offers our cus-
tomers one pack for the
globe, significantly
greater value, allows them
to control what they use
on the app and allows for
emergency data usage
long after the pack al-
lowance is over," Bharti
Airtel Direct Consumer
Business Shashwat
Sharma said in a state-
ment.

The new postpaid plans
under World Pass range
between Rs 649 and Rs
14,999 with validity rang-
ing from 1 to 365 days. The
new pre-paid plans will
cost between Rs 649 to Rs
2,997 with validity in the
range of 1 to 365 days.

Airtel phases out international
roaming packs; cuts base data
rate in listed countries by 99 pc

Actress Saiyami Kher, who is
gearing up for her OTT

show 'Faadu: A Love Story', has
revealed that her understand-
ing and love for poetry is the
prime reason behind her nod to
the series.
Saiyami portrays the character
of Manjiri, a Maharashtrian girl,
who is quite romantic and loves
poetry in the series directed by
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari of 'Bareilly
Ki Barfi' fame. Talking about
her character, the actress said,
'Manjiri is a simple girl who
loves simple things in life.
While we portray a character
who is so different from us, we
take a lot from our personal
experiences. For example,
Manjiri loves poetry and so do
I." She then spoke about the
writer, who inspires her the
most, Gulzar - a towering figure
of the Hindi film industry with
whom she has worked in her
debut movie, 'Mirzya'. "I feel
poetry gives a deeper meaning
to life. Gulzar Sahab's work is

something I absolutely love
reading. My bond with him

goes back to my first film.
I also always make sure I

go, hear him whenever he
has live shows," the actress
added. The web-series,
which is written by Saumya
Joshi, also stars Pavail Gulati

and will stream on Sony LIV
from December 9.

ACROSS

1. Read a bar code

5. Desirable quality

10. Wild attempt

14. Concocted

15. Wash cycle

16. Snatch

17. Lacking precise limits

19. Outlet

20. Sock end

21. Scrape roughly

22. Boat basin

24. Bushy fence

26. Sheriff's group

28. President, e.g.

31. Molar, e.g.

35. Bean curd

38. Tiny

40. Sheep's comment

41. Enamored

43. Spookiest

45. Brooch

46. Chinese, e.g.

48. Youngster

49. Direct

51. Decide

53. Serious

55. Stockpile

59. Spanish party

62. Stable morsels

65. Train stop (abbr.)

66. Cruising

67. Professor's leave

70. Count (on)

71. Warble

72. Ripped

73. Disarray

74. Roast host

75. Flower support

DOWN

1. Will ____ of "Men in Black"

2. Narrow boat

3. Totaled

4. Originally called

5. Opera solo

6. Wrongdoings

7. Fragment

8. Superlative suffix

9. Abounds

10. Hi-fi

11. Car for hire

12. Similar

13. Greek consonant

18. Complimentary

23. Autumn bloom

25. Excess

27. Asia

29. Mimics
30. Actress ____ Richards
32. Mind
33. Chore
34. Loathe
35. Recipe units (abbr.)
36. Fail to mention
37. Penalty
39. Exam
42. Gypsy's card
44. Article
47. Kind of exercise
50. School compositions
52. Endure
54. Sew temporarily
56. Dandy's neckwear
57. Gaze steadily
58. Massachusetts city
59. Rural business
60. "____ dead people!" (2 wds.)
61. Snaky swimmers
63. Ready, willing, and ____
64. Saga
68. Upper limb
69. ____ a girl!
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H
e may be
Tollywood star
with fans all over,

but actor Ram Charan
has his heart in the right
place.

A video of Ram Charan
taking the mobile phone
and clicking selfies with
the children of late
colonel Santosh Babu,
who died in the Galwan
Valley clash with the
Chinese People's
Liberation Army in 2020,
has been winning hearts.

Actor Ram Charan was
recently honoured for his
work and contribution in
the entertainment indus-
try at an awards event.

In a video clip from the
event that has surfaced on
social media, Ram
Charan can be seen click-
ing selfies with the chil-
dren of late colonel
Santosh Babu. The actor's
gesture was lauded by
fans, who called him a
'true legend.'

In the clip, Ram Charan
can be seen taking the
mobile phone and click-
ing selfies in both portrait
and landscape mode with
the kids. Reacting to the
video, a fan wrote,
"Gentleman." Ram
Charan was also seen
meeting and shaking

hands with singer Neha
Kakkar and hugging
actor Sonu Sood at the
event.

After Ram Charan re-
ceived the award, father-
actor Chiranjeevi had
congratulated him on
Twitter. "Absolutely
thrilled for you and proud
on winning the True
Legend Future Of Young
India Award. Bravo! Way
to go, dearest, Ram
Charan – Appa and
Amma (father and moth-
er)," Chiranjeevi had
tweeted.

Recently, Ram Charan
had taken to Twitter to

announce his next project
with director Buchi Babu
Sana. Tipped to be a
sports drama, the film
will see Ram Charan col-
laborate with the director
for the first time.

Sharing the news about
the yet-untitled film,
which is titled RC16 for
the moment, Ram Charan
said he's excited. He had
tweeted, "Excited about
this! Looking forward to
working with
@BuchiBabuSana and
the entire team (sic)."

As per an official state-
ment, the project will be a
pan-Indian film. To be

jointly produced by
Mythri Movie Makers
and Vriddhi Cinemas, the
project is slated to go on
the floors later this
month. Last seen on
screen in SS Rajamouli's
magnum opus 'RRR', Ram
Charan is now shooting
for his upcoming yet-unti-
tled film with director
Shankar. The film, tem-
porarily titled 'RC 15',
marks the maiden collab-
oration between Shankar
and Ram Charan. In the
movie, Ram Charan is
said to be playing an IAS
officer. Kiara Advani also
stars in the film.

Ram Charan clicks selfies with
children of Galwan martyr

I
f you can't do what Julia
Roberts did for her BFF
George Clooney, are you

even a BFF? 'Erin
Brockovich' star Julia
Roberts wore a gown cov-
ered with photos of
Hollywood star George
Clooney. The two have
worked together in many
movies like 'Ocean's Eleven',
'Ocean's Twelve', 'Money
Monster' and 'Ticket to
Paradise'. The 55-year-old
actress made her fun fash-
ion statement to show sup-
port for George, 61 at the
Kennedy Center Honours
ceremony in Washington
DC, reports 'The Mirror'.

Her dress featured
framed snaps of the actor
throughout his career, dat-
ing from his early days as
Doug Ross on ER. The ac-
tress rounded up her look
with a black jacket. George
won a lifetime achievement
honour for his role in US
cultural life. Julia appeared
in the first two instalments
of 'Oceans' franchise as Tess
Ocean, with George playing
her on-screen husband
Danny Ocean. The latter
character appeared in three
films as part of the series.

Julia Roberts
wears a gown
with George

Clooney’s
framed 
pictures

F
a m i l y - o r i e n t e d
H i n d i
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Channel, Sony SAB and
Producer Abhimanyu
Singh came together to
bring viewers a mytholog-
ical drama - Dharm
Yoddha Garud, depicting
the story of the divine
creature, Garud. The
show revolves around a
mighty warrior striving
to rescue his mother from
the slavery of her evil sis-
ter while fighting for the
greater good. The mytho-
logical show became a fan
favourite because of its in-
triguing story and mag-
nificent graphics. Having
showcased the untold
story of Garud, the show
is close to culmination,
leaving the viewers eager-
ly awaiting the final
episode. After a successful
run, the last episode of
the show will air on 10th
December 2022 at 7:30 pm.

The show stars Faisal
Khan, Toral Rasputra and
Parul Chauhan in the lead
and is produced by
Contiloe Entertainment.
The story captured vari-
ous instances from the
well-known mythological
extravaganzas like the
fight between Mahisasur
and Katyayani, the story
about Sati and Mahadev
and their unrequited love,
and much more. In the
coming episodes, Garud

progresses to become
Narayan’s Vahan, and
completes his journey
from Naaglok to
Vaikunth.

In an emotional setup
talking about the show
ending soon, Faisal Khan,
portraying the role of
Garud: “This show has
been an integral part of
my journey as an actor
and has taught me a lot
about mythology and the
power of love and forgive-
ness. While it was some-
times challenging to shoot
long hours in the heavy
costumes and make-up, I
enjoyed working on the
show as it taught me to be
selfless, honest, and obedi-
ent just like Garud. It has
been a fun journey with
my co-actors off-screen,
and our bond is incredi-
ble. I would like to thank
our audiences for the love
they have bestowed upon
us and the show, and I
shall definitely miss this
feeling.”

Toral Rasputra portray-
ing the role of Vinta:"I
had absolutely fallen in
love with my role. It has
been an honor to be a part
of this amazing storyline
with a compelling plot.
The show helped me ex-
tend my knowledge of
mythology, making me cu-
rious about the goddess'
existence and anxious to
visit the set day after day.

‘Dharm Yoddha Garud’
enters its last leg!

D
espite being just a
few years old in the
entertainment in-

dustry, Apeksha Porwal
has proved her mettle by
doing a variety of chal-
lenging roles. From play-
ing a tribal girl dealing
with the demons of her
past and the troubles of
her present in her debut
series Undekhi to playing
a woman with homosexu-
al preferences in the
Rajkummar Rao - Bhumi
Pednekar starrer Badhaai
Do, the young actress has
proven her mettle as a
fine actress in a very
short span of time.

The former Miss India
will be next seen starring
in the international
English-Arabic show
'Slave Market'. The actress
has been busy shooting

for it in Egypt. The show
is produced by Middle-
Eastern media giant MBC
Studios and directed by
Tunisian director known
for El Maestro and Harga,
Lassaad Oueslati.

Expressing her excite-
ment about the show, the
former beauty queen
Apeksha Porwal said,
“When I started out as an
actor, I always wanted
borders to be seamless, to
be able to perform not just
in the India but in film in-
dustries and cultures
across the world as well.
Slave Market has made
that dream come true.
While I cannot reveal
more at this stage, I can-
not wait to share this
beautiful story and my
character with the audi-
ences.”

Apeksha Porwal to
star in ‘Slave Market’

Saiyami’s love
for poetry

came in handy
for ‘Faadu’

T
ollywood hero
Vishwak Sen essays
the lead role, be-

sides directing his maiden
pan-India film 'Das Ka
Dhamki'. The film is
presently in the post-pro-
duction phase.

The music promotions
of the movie with a foot-
tapping number saw stars
Rana Daggubati and
Siddhu Jonnalagadda
lending a hand with the
launch of the first single.

While Rana Daggubati
launched the Hindi ver-
sion of the song - Almost
Dil Ka Patha Mila, Siddhu
Jonnalagadda unveiled

the Telugu song - Almost
Padipoyindhe Pilla. The
tune is scored by Leon
James and set to stylish
visuals that have been
shot in some exotic loca-
tions.

Vishwak Sen's dance
moves and Nivetha
Pethuraj's add a glam
touch to the song. Leon
James and Adithya RK's
lively vocals complement
Poorna Chari's catchy
lyrics. Amitabh Verma
penned the lyrics for the
Hindi version, while the
vocals were by Nakash
Aziz, alongside Leon
James.

Rana Daggubati, Siddhu
Jonnalagadda launch first

single from ‘Das Ka Dhamki’
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Messi carries Argentina’s hopes

Lionel Messi's hopes of winning an elusive World
Cup will come up against the tactical scheming of vet-
eran coach Louis van Gaal as Argentina face the
Netherlands in Friday’s quarter-final at Lusail. Messi,
35, once again carries his nation's hopes on his shoul-
ders as he looks to crown an extraordinary career that
includes seven Ballon d'Or awards and multiple club
titles, but only one Copa America to show for his ef-
forts with Argentina. Messi can expect little in the
way of sympathy from the 71-year-old Van Gaal, who
is determined to give the Dutch their first World Cup
title after runners-up finishes in 1974, 1978 and 2010.

Near full-strength Brazil 
are ‘terrifying’

Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic described their World
Cup quarter-final opponents Brazil as "terrifying"
after the five-times champions thrashed South Korea
4-1 to send a clear message to their rivals. Brazil, how-
ever, could be even stronger in Friday's last-eight
clash with the 2018 runners-up as left back Alex
Sandro should be available and they will be close to
full-strength after a number of injury problems. With
talisman Neymar and key defender Danilo returning
against South Korea after missing two games due to
ankle problems, coach Tite had to improvise and
started right back Danilo on the left of the defence.

Moroccans celebrate historic World
Cup win against Spain

Exuberant Moroccans poured into the streets of their
capital and in cities across Europe on Tuesday, waving
flags and honking horns to celebrate their national soc-
cer team's historic victory over Spain at the World Cup.
Morocco defeated Spain in a penalty shootout, making
the Atlas Lions the only team from outside Europe or
South America to make it to the quarterfinals in Qatar
and the first Arab team in World Cup history to make it
to the last eight. "We are so proud of our Lions, who
fought hard to get us into the quarterfinals," said Niama
Meddoun, a Rabat resident. "We are delighted to be
Moroccans today, since we are the first Arab country
that has reached the quarterfinals." 

Ronaldo loses Portugal spot 
to sully World Cup journey

So, the dream is still alive for Cristiano Ronaldo.
Soccer's most prolific modern-day scorer might yet, at
the age of 37 and probably playing in his last World
Cup, claim the one major title to elude him in a career
like no other. It didn't quite feel that way, though, as he
walked off the field alone at Lusail Stadium, leaving
the rest of the Portugal team to celebrate getting
through to the quarterfinals after a 6-1 rout of
Switzerland on Tuesday. In fact, it was a rather sad
sight. A veteran in decline departing the scene as his
teammates some barely half his age continued to
party. This has been a turbulent and bruising few
weeks for Ronaldo. First came the explosive inter-
view with Piers Morgan that shaped the start of his
fifth World Cup campaign. Then the fallout, which in-
cluded the termination of his contract at Manchester
United. When the tournament started, he broke a
record becoming the first male player to score at five
different World Cup and then he underwhelmed, fail-
ing to score in back-to-back games and responding to
a substitution against South Korea by showing his
displeasure and angering his coach.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Lusail, Qatar, Dec 07 (AP):

With Cristiano Ronaldo
on the bench, the super-
star striker's replacement
scored a hat trick to lead
Portugal over Switzerland
6-1 and into the World Cup
quarterfinals on Tuesday.

Goncalo Ramos, a 21-
year-old forward who only
made his Portugal debut
last month, made his first
start for his country and
demonstrated the kind of
clinical finishing Ronaldo
was once known for.

Ramos scored the open-
ing goal in the 17th minute
and added others in the
51st and 67th by which
time chants of "RONAL-
DO! RONALDO!" were
swirling around the 89,000-
seat Lusail Stadium.

The 37-year-old Ronaldo
entered as a substitute in
the 72nd minute to loud
cheers, though Portugal
had the game wrapped up
by then with defenders
Pepe and Raphael
Guerreiro also scoring.
Rafael Leao added a an-
other goal in stoppage
time. Manuel Akanji
scored for Switzerland.

Portugal advanced to
the quarterfinals for the
third time, after 1966 and
2006, and will play
Morocco on Saturday.

Portugal coach
Fernando Santos now has
to decide whether to stick
with Ramos or restore
Ronaldo, the top scorer in
men's international soc-
cer and one of the game's
greatest ever players.

Ronaldo had a couple of
chances after coming on,
and even thought he had
scored when he ran
through and drove a low
shot past Switzerland
goalkeeper Yann Sommer.
The goal was disallowed
for offside, much to the ir-
ritation of the fans
Portuguese or from other
countries who had come
to see him. After the final
whistle, as Portugal play-
ers stayed on the field to
applaud the team's fans at
one end of the stadium,
Ronaldo walked off on his
own perhaps wondering
where his career goes
from here. He is currently
without a club after leav-
ing Manchester United
midway through the
World Cup.

Ronaldo-less Portugal
beats Switzerland 6-1

Al Rayyan , Dec 07 (AP):

Morocco became the
first Arab nation to ad-
vance to the World Cup
quarterfinals, beating
Spain 3-0 in a penalty
shootout on Tuesday.

Pablo Sarabia, Carlos
Soler and Sergio Busquets
missed their penalties for
Spain, with Sarabia hit-
ting the post and Morocco
goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou stopping the
other two.

The teams drew 0-0 in
regulation and extra time.

Morocco has been the
biggest surprise of the
tournament and will next
face either Portugal or
Switzerland.

Morocco is also the only
team from outside Europe
or South America to make
it to the last eight. The
team made the round of
16 once before, at the 1986
World Cup in Mexico.

Spain was eliminated
by host Russia in a penal-
ty shootout at the 2018
World Cup, and by Italy in
the semifinals of last
year's European

Championship.
It was the fifth straight

time Spain played extra
time in a knockout round
of a major tournament.
The team played 120 min-
utes against Russia and in
all three of its knockout
games at Euro 2020.

Moroccan fans signifi-
cantly outnumbered and
were louder than the
Spaniards at Education
City Stadium.

Morocco and Spain are
close neighbors with a
complex geopolitical rela-
tionship.

Portugal's midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes kicks Portugal's forward #26 Goncalo Ramos as
Portugal's defender #05 Raphael Guerreiro celebrates after scoring his team's fourth goal.

Morocco beats Spain
on penalties to advance

Morocco's defender #02 Achraf Hakimi (C) celebrates with teammates after converting the last
penalty during the penalty shoot-out to win the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football match
against Spain.

Bangkok, Dec 07 (PTI):

India's HS Prannoy fought
hard before going down in
three games to rising
Japanese shuttler Kodai
Naraoka in the opening
men's singles group A match
at the BWF World Tour
Finals here on Wednesday.

The World No. 12 Indian
showed superb recovery
after the opening game re-
versal and kept fighting in
the decider before three un-
forced errors at the back end
saw him lose 11-21 21-9 17-21
to Naraoka in an hour long
contest. It was his second de-
feat to the Japanese, having
suffered a loss in their only
meeting in Singapore Open
in July. "I thought I was in
control for most part of the
game but after 15-15 in the
third game, I thought I start-
ed rushing and made errors
from my end. Probably, it
was a bad strategy, I should

have been more patient," the
30-year-old said after the
match. "Coming into the
good side (after change of
ends in decider), I could have
been more patient. I was
doubting myself in couple of
areas in third game. May be
lack of match practice made
it uncomfortable."

Prannoy will next face
China's Lu Guang Zu, an op-
ponent he had lost to in his

only meeting at French
Open this year.

"All the matches are going
to be tough but I have to
shrug it off and get ready for
tomorrow's match."

Against the 21-year-old
Naraoka, Prannoy, who was
playing with a heavily
strapped right knee, tried to
make up for his lack of
speed with his superior net
play.

BWF World Tour Finals

Fighting Prannoy loses to
Naraoka in opening game Bogota (Colombia), Dec 07 (PTI):

Star Indian weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu endured
wrist pain to grab a silver
medal at the World
Championships and in the
process beat Tokyo
Olympics champion Hou
Zhihua, here.

The Tokyo Olympic sil-
ver medallist, competing
in the 49kg category, man-
aged to lift 87kg in snatch
and in 113kg in 'clean and
jerk' for an overall effort of
200kg here on Tuesday
night. The Indian finished
behind China's Jiang
Huihua, who won the gold
with a total effort of 206kg
(93kg+113kg) while her
compatriot Zhihua took
home the bronze medal
with a total lift of 198kg
(89kg+109kg).

It is Manipuri lifter's
second medal at the World
Championships, having
won a gold in 2017. "It's an
emotionally proud mo-

ment for me to bring an-
other world championship
medal back home after five
long years. The competi-
tion at the world champi-
onship is always intense
with the best Olympian
competing to at the high-
est level," said Mirabai
after winning the medal.

"I had a wrist pain but I
am always ready to push
myself to cross the line for
my country....I hope I'll be
able to give India more of
such moments preferably
a Gold at the Asian Games

and Paris Olympics as
well," she added.

Chanu, who hurt her
wrist during a training
session in September, had
competed in the National
Games with the injury in
October.

"We couldn't do much
(about the injury) because
we didn't want to skip the
World Championships.
Now, we will focus on her
wrist because we have a
lot of time before the next
event," India's head coach
Vijay Sharma told PTI.

Adelaide, Dec 07 (PTI):

Steve Smith on
Wednesday returned as
Australia captain after Pat
Cummins failed to recover
from an injury and was
ruled out of the second
Test against the West
Indies beginning here on
Thursday.

The Aussie pace spear-
head had suffered a
quadricep strain and was
out of action on the final
day of the first Test that
the hosts won by 164 runs
to take a 1-0 lead in the
two-match series.

Scott Boland, 33, was

named as Cummins' re-
placement by Cricket
Australia, while Smith has
now been elevated to cap-
taincy for the day-night
Test.

"Team medical staff
commenced Cummins' re-
covery in Adelaide but se-
lectors deemed there was
not sufficient time for the
fast bowler to be fully fit
for the match, which starts
tomorrow," a Cricket
Australia said in a state-
ment.

"Cummins is expected
to return for the opening
Test match against South
Africa in Brisbane."

The first Test against
South Africa is scheduled
to begin on December 17 at
the Gabba.

The 29-year-old
Cummins had also missed
last year's Adelaide Test
against England as a close
COVID-19 contact and
Smith took over the reins
to lead Australia to a re-
sounding 275-run win.

Mirabai clinches silver
at World Championship

Smith back as captain after
Cummins ruled out due to injury

Mirpur, Dec 07 (PTI):

India's shoddy batting dis-
play and the inability to land
the killer blow contributed to
their second successive
series loss in Bangladesh
after the diminutive Mehidy
Hasan Miraz led the hosts to
a five-run win in the second
ODI with a memorable hun-

dred here on Wednesday.
Miraz tormented the Indian
bowlers on way to his maid-
en century as Bangladesh
staged a remarkable recov-
ery to reach 271 for seven.
India's challenge looked all
over at 207 for seven but
skipper Rohit Sharma's (51
not out off 28 balls) valiant
effort went in-vain as he
nearly took his team home
while batting with a split left
webbing.
India needed a six off the
final ball of the game but
Mustafizur did well to per-
fect the yorker under pres-
sure after bowling a slew of
slow leg-breaks in the 48th
over forcing Mohammed Siraj
to play out a maiden.
Bangladesh had also won
their last ODI series against
at home back in 2015 when
Mashrafe Mortaza's men got
the better of M S Dhoni and
Co. The series loss also
forces India to go back to the
drawing board with the
World Cup less than 12
months away.

Melbourne, Dec 07 (PTI):

Not prepared to let his family
be the "washing machine for
cricket's dirty laundry", an
angry David Warner on
Wednesday withdrew his
application for revocation of
lifetime leadership ban, saying
the independent review panel
wanted him to go through
"public lynching".
Warner was handed a lifetime
leadership ban for his role in
ball tampering scandal in the
Cape Town Test in 2018. He
had filed a review application
after Cricket Australia altered

its code of conduct last month,
hoping it will clear his path to
be considered for captaincy
once again.
However, the 36-year-old has
now given up on his captaincy
ambitions and slammed
Cricket Australia panel for
making "offensive" comments
and questioned the entire
process.
"...despite my opposition and
that of Cricket Australia, on
Tuesday last week Counsel
Assisting the Review Panel
and the Review Panel took it
upon themselves to concoct
an irregular procedure (over-
turning presumptions and pre-
vious practice) for the deter-
mination of my application
and establish a novel approach
that would negatively impact
the health and welfare of my
family and the interests of the
Australian cricket team,"
Warner said in a statement,
posted on social media plat-
forms.

My family can’t be washing
machine for cricket’s dirty

laundry: Warner 

Argentina's forward Lionel Messi (C) gestures between
defenders Nicolas Tagliafico (R) and defender Gonzalo Montiel
during a training session.

Portugal's forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo sits on the bench
next to Portugal's midfielder #17 Joao Mario (C) and Portugal's
forward #15 Rafael Leao (R).

Bangladesh pull off thrilling
five-run win to seal ODI series

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
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Students in jubilant mood during the 9th convocation of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), in Bihta near Patna, Wednesday.

JUBILANT MOOD

Doctrine of separation of powers among govt’s
three organs must be respected: Dhankhar

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Rajya Sabha chairper-
son Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Wednesday said any incur-
sion by the three organs of
the government into each
others domains has the po-
tential to upset the gover-
nance apple cart and as-
serted that all should re-
spect the "laxman rekha".
His maiden comments in
the Parliament's Upper
House came in the back-
drop of recent run-ins be-
tween the government and
the judiciary over the ap-
pointment of judges.

Democracy blossoms
and flourishes when its
three facets -- the legisla-
ture, the judiciary and the
executive -- scrupulously
adhere to their respective
domains, Dhankhar said,

adding that the doctrine of
separation of powers must
be respected. He said that
"any incursion by one in-
stitution, in the domain of
the other, has the potential
to upset the governance
apple cart".

"We are indeed faced
with this grim reality of
frequent incursions. This
House is eminently posi-
tioned to take affirmative
steps to bring about conge-
niality amongst these
wings of governance. I am
sure you all will reflect
and engage in way for-
ward stance," the vice
president said.

It is institutional seam-
less connect marked with
mutual trust and respect
that generates an ecosys-
tem best suited for serving
the nation, Dhankhar

stressed. "This House
needs to catalyse this
wholesome environment
to promote synergic func-
tioning of constitutional
institutions, emphasising
need to respect Laxman
Rekha," he said.

Referring to the 99th
Constitutional amend-
ment Bill that paved the
way for the National
Judicial Appointment
Commission, he said the
"historic" parliamentary
mandate on it was "un-
done by the Supreme
Court on October 16, 2015
by a majority of 4:1 find-
ing the same as not being
in consonance with the ju-
dicially evolved doctrine
of 'Basic Structure' of the
Constitution". There was
"unprecedented" support
to the Bill, he said.

Cong keeps fingers crossed as it
awaits Gujarat, HP poll results

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Congress party may
have its eyes firmly set on
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, but
it kept its fingers crossed
as it waited for Thursday's
counting of votes for the
assembly elections in
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh.

The grand old party,
which has been struggling
to protect its fast-decimat-
ing electoral base, would
be more than happy if it
wins Himachal Pradesh
and remains the main op-
position in Gujarat where
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) is seeking to
emerge as a challenger to
the ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP).
On the other hand, its

crisis will deepen further
if the Congress fails to
wrest power from the BJP
in Himachal Pradesh - the
hill state has not returned
the same party to power
after 1985 - and concedes
the main opposition's
space in Gujarat to AAP.

The Congress suffered
yet another setback when
results of civic body elec-
tions in Delhi came in
Wednesday, with the party
finishing a distant third,
winning only 9 of the 250
wards in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi. The
AAP unseated BJP in the
MCD, winning 134 wards.
The BJP won in 104 wards.

Exit polls on Monday
predicted a big majority
for the BJP in Gujarat and
a dead heat in Himachal
Pradesh where most poll-
sters gave an edge to the
ruling party over the
Congress.

Any worse-than-expect-
ed outcome in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh would
not only have a bearing on
the morale of the
Congress and its workers
that has been running
high on the back a success-
ful rollout of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, but also im-
pact the party's ability to
mobilise support and re-
sources for future elec-
toral battles.

The best-case scenario

for the Congress would be
that it gets a majority in
the 68-member assembly
of Himachal Pradesh
while securing a re-
spectable number of seats
in the 182-member legisla-
ture of Gujarat.

In case the Congress
wins Himachal Pradesh
polls, it would be a major
boost for the party that
currently is in power on
its own only in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh.
Winning a state in the
north, albeit a small one,
would be significant for
the party especially be-
cause its electoral clout in
the north has been on a de-
cline for more than a
decade now.

BJP hoping to
set new records
in Gujarat, HP

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

When votes get counted
on Thursday for assembly
elections in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh, the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party will be hoping to set
a few new records.

Victory in Gujarat will
make it the only party
other than the
Communist Party of
India (Marxist) to have
won seven straight assem-
bly elections. The CPI(M),
which ruled West Bengal
for 34 years from 1977 to
2011, had also won seven
straight elections.

On the other hand, no
party has won a back-to-
back election in Himachal
Pradesh after 1985. If the
BJP manages to retain
power in the hill state,
that would be another
record.

The BJP's biggest wish,
however, is to see the pre-

dictions of exit polls come
true which is registering
its best-ever performance
in Gujarat, while keeping
power in Himachal
Pradesh.

Its best performance in
Gujarat goes back to 2002
when the party had won
127 seats in the 182-mem-
ber state assembly. This
time around, exit poll pre-
dictions for the BJP win-
ning seats range from 117
to 151. If the results come
in line with the median
value of these predic-
tions, the BJP would have
surpassed its own record
of 2002.

But the real icing on the
cake will be if the BJP's
tally touches the outer
limit of the exit poll pre-
dictions that is if it cross-
es the all-time record of
149 seats that the
Congress had won in 1985
under the leadership of
Madhavsinh Solanki.

Bill removing Governor as Chancellor 
introduced in Kerala Assembly

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Left government in
Kerala on Wednesday intro-
duced the University Laws
(Amendment) Bill in the
Assembly to replace the
Governor as the Chancellor
of universities in the State
and appoint eminent acade-
micians in the top post,
even as Opposition UDF
contended that the move
would downgrade varsities
as mere "government de-
partments".

Law Minister P Rajeeve
introduced the Bill in the
House amidst the continu-
ing tussle between
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan and the Pinarayi
Vijayan government over
various issues, including
the appointment of Vice-
Chancellors of universities.

Though the Congress-led
UDF made it clear that they
were not against the power
of a democratic govern-
ment to remove the
Governor as Chancellor, but

argued that the alternative
system, being introduced
through the Bill, would de-
stroy the autonomous sta-
tus of the varsities.

According to the Bill, the
government shall appoint
an academician of high re-
pute or a person of emi-
nence in any of the fields of
science, including agricul-
ture and veterinary sci-
ence, technology, medicine,
social science, humanities,
literature, art, culture, law
or public administration,
as the Chancellor of the
University. It also said the
Chancellor shall hold office
for a term of five years
from the date on which he
assumes office.

Presenting the Bill, the
Minister said the Left gov-
ernment decided to come
up with the Bill consider-
ing recommendations of
various expert panels, in-
cluding the Punchhi
Commission and other
higher education commit-
tees. He claimed that the

entire House, both the rul-
ing and Opposition bench-
es, is unanimously support-
ing the move to remove the
Governor as Chancellor.
The differences between
the government and the op-
position are on the other as-
pects of the Bill like the
Financial Memorandum
and so on.

When Leader of
Opposition in the State
Assembly V D Satheesan
raised objections regarding
the selection of new
Chancellors in universities,
Rajeeve asked whether the
Chief Minister should be
made as the Chancellor.

"As per the reports of
various expert panels, the
Chief Minister of a State
should be the Chancellor of
universities. In Congress-
ruled states like Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh also, the
Chief Ministers are adorn-
ing the top post," he said.
The Law Minister said but
the LDF government
thought in a different way

and wanted to bring excel-
lent academicians as
Chancellors.

He asked whether any-
one could suggest any suit-
able eminent person other
than world renowned
dancer Mallika Sarabhai to
the Chancellorship of
Kerala Kalamandalam
Deemed-to-be University,
from where the Governor
was already removed as
Chancellor recently.
However, Satheesan
charged that the Bill was
prepared in haste without
much contemplation and
has several ambiguities.

Noting that the Bill com-
prised aspects violating
UGC guidelines, he said a
new law won't stand if it is
introduced under the State
Act against that of the di-
rectives of the apex higher
education body. He also
said the Bill could not be
presented in the House as
the Financial
Memorandum was incom-
plete. "There is no mention

about the age-limit and the
minimum educational
qualification of the
Chancellor in the Bill. That
means, the government can
appoint anyone as it feels to
the top post. It will destroy
the autonomous stature of
the universities and turn
them into mere govern-
ment departments,"
Satheesan alleged.

The opposition wanted
the government to with-
draw the present Bill and
come out with a fresh one
after rectifying the mis-
takes and making enough
consultation including
with the opposition.

"We are not against the
removal of the Governor as
Chancellor. We are object-
ing to the alternative sys-
tem you (government) are
introducing. As it is such a
significant Bill which will
bring radical changes in
the higher education sector,
it should have been dis-
cussed with the Opposition
before framing," he said.

Kerala HC closes contempt plea
against Vizhinjam sea port protestors
Kochi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

A day after fisherfolk
called off their over 130-
day long protest outside
the under-construction
Vizhinjam sea port, the
Kerala High Court on
Wednesday closed the
Adani Group's pleas seek-
ing contempt action
against the protestors.
Justice Anu Sivaraman
was told by the State gov-
ernment that the agitation
was over and the protes-
tors committee informed
the court that the tent set
up at the protest site would
be removed during the day.

Taking note of the sub-
missions, the court dis-
posed of the pleas by
Adani Group seeking con-
tempt action against the
protestors for allegedly vi-
olating its earlier orders

not to obstruct access to
the project site or hinder
the construction there.
The court, however, did not
accept Adani Group's plea
for special permission for
entry of vehicles with con-
struction material and
orally observed not to ag-
gravate problems in the
area. The court also said it

would consider later the
plea of Adani Group seek-
ing police protection. The
over four-month long
protest was called off on
Tuesday after discussions
between the leaders of the
agitation and the Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.
A large number of fisher-
folk had been staging

demonstrations outside
the main entrance of the
multi-purpose sea port at
Mulloor near
Thiruvanantha-puram for
over four months. They
had been pressing for their
seven-point charter of de-
mands that include stop-
ping the construction work
and conducting a coastal
impact study in connec-
tion with the multi-crore
project.

The agitators had been
alleging that the unscien-
tific construction of
groynes, the artificial sea
walls as part of the up-
coming port, were some of
the reasons for the in-
creasing coastal erosion.
The protesters had at-
tacked Vizhinjam police
station on the night of
November 27, injuring sev-
eral policemen.
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Temporary shed being removed after the protest against
the under-construction Vizhinjam sea port called off, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday.

Over 2,900 communal
violence cases 

registered in country
in last 5 years

New Delhi, Dec 07
(PTI): Over 2,900 cases of
communal or religious ri-
oting were registered in
the country between 2017
and 2021, Union Minister
of State for Home
Nityanand Rai said on
Wednesday. Citing
National Crime Records
Bureau data, Rai said a
total of 378 cases of com-
munal or religious rioting
were registered in 2021,
857 in 2020, 438 in 2019, 512
in 2018 and 723 in 2017.

An advisory was issued
to the states and union
territories on July 4, 2018
asking them to keep a
watch on the circulation
of fake news and ru-
mours having the poten-
tial of inciting violence,
take all required meas-
ures to counter them ef-
fectively and deal firmly
with persons taking law
into their hands, the min-
ister said in a written re-
sponse to a question in
Rajya Sabha. Further, ad-
visories were issued on
July 23 and September 25
in 2018 to the

HC questions Centre’s policy barring married
individuals from applying for JAG in Indian Army

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday asked the
Centre to explain why
married men and women
cannot be considered for
Judge Advocate General
(JAG) department, the
legal arm of the army, and
remarked the policy bar-
ring married individuals
from applying "does not
make any sense".

The high court said
there was no correlation

between marriage and
training of candidates se-
lected for Short Service
Commission in the Indian
Army for entry into JAG
department and asked the
Centre to file an affidavit
explaining the policy. A
bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad was hearing a plea
challenging the restriction
on married individuals
from being considered for
JAG department. "What is

the rationale of marriage
and eligibility? Put it on
an affidavit that a person
trained for arms cannot be
married. Put the policy on
record because marriage
and training can have no
correlation," Justice
Prasad said.

The post of Judge
Advocate General is held
by a major general who is
the legal and judicial
chhief of the Army. The
JAG is assisted by a sepa-
rate JAG branch which

consists of legally quali-
fied Army officials. When
Additional Solicitor
General Chetan Sharma,
representing the Centre,
asserted that marriage
and training has a correla-
tion as the selected candi-
dates have to undergo rig-
orous training, the bench
asked him to file an affi-
davit explaining the posi-
tion. "It does not make any
sense. The question is if a
person is married and
goes for arms training,

how is that going to affect
his training?" the court
said. The court said such a
policy needed to be tested.
The bench also asked the
government to inform
whether its policy related
to entry of married and
unmarried individuals is
uniform or it differs from
course to course. "You
might not have your
spouse with you at that
time but how does your
marriage comes in the
way?" the court wondered.

The ASG also clarified
that the bar on marriage
is only for entry into the 11
month-long training peri-
od. The court granted the
government four weeks to
file an additional affidavit
regarding the policy of
entry into the Indian
Army and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on
March 22, 2023. The PIL
was filed by advocate Kush
Kalra terming as "institu-
tionalised discrimination"
the restriction on married

individuals for being con-
sidered for JAG.

Advocate Charu Wali
Khanna, appearing for the
petitioner, said as per the
advertisement, the eligible
age to apply for JAG is 21
to 27 years and 50 per cent
of women in India get
married before the age of
21 years. Since they also
gave aspirations why
should they be penalised
for their parents' act of
marrying them off at an
early age.



ONGC chairman
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Arun Kumar
Singh, former chairman
of oil refining and market-
ing company BPCL, was
on Wednesday appointed
as chairman of ONGC --
the first instance of a
retired person being
appointed as the head of
a Maharatna PSU. The
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) first
intimated the decision of
the Appointments
Committee of Cabinet
(ACC) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 

Shopian encounter
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter
broke out between mili-
tants and security forces
in Shopian district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Wednesday, police said.
Security forces launched a
cordon and search opera-
tion in the Watho area of
Shopian following infor-
mation about the pres-
ence of militants there, a
police official said. He
said during the operation,
the hiding militants
opened fire at the security
forces, ensuing a gunbat-
tle between the two sides.

Tiger dead 
CChhaannddrraappuurr:: A sub-adult
tiger was found dead at a
forest in Maharashtra's
Chandrapur district on
Wednesday with officials
suspecting it died in a ter-
ritorial fight. The carcass
was spotted in Nagbhid
forest range of
Bramhapuri division,
about 120 km from the
district headquarters,
Chief Conservator of
Forest, Chandrapur Circle,
Prakash Lonkar said. 

Mowed down 
BBuuddaauunn  ((UUPP)):: A 35-year-old
village head out for buying
petrol for his bike died
after he was hit by an SUV
at a petrol pump in a vil-
lage here on Wednesday,
police said. Raj Bahadur,
the head of Daranagar
Bacheli village, was talking
on phone after coming out
of the petrol pump when
an SUV coming from the
wrong side hit him, killing
him on the spot, police
said. The family has
alleged that it was a
planned murder.

Fatehpur coldest
JJaaiippuurr:: Fatehpur was the
coldest place in Rajasthan,
recording a minimum tem-
perature of 2 degrees
Celsius on Tuesday night,
officials said. The minimum
temperature recorded on
Tuesday night was 3.5
degrees Celsius in Churu, 4
degrees Celsius in Karauli,
6.1 degrees Celsius in
Nagaur, 6.5 degrees Celsius
in Bhilwara, 7.3 degree
Celsius in Pilani, 7.5
degrees Celsius in Sikar and
8.8 degrees Celsius in Kota,
the Met department stated.
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Bollywood actor Abhishek
Bachchan comes out after offering
prayers at Kashi Vishwanath tem-

ple in Varanasi, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI) 

The Aam Aadmi Party
on Wednesday won the
MCD polls with 134 seats,
ending the 15-year rule of
the BJP in the prestigious
municipal corporation
and reducing the Congress
to just nine seats in a
house of 250.

In his first address after
the victory, an elated
Arvind Kejriwal vowed to
improve civic amenities in
the national capital, and
sought the "blessings" of
the Centre and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
to achieve that.

The BJP, which was pre-
dicted to suffer a massive
defeat in exit polls, put up a
spirited fight, winning 104
municipal wards, while
the Congress managed to

win just nine, down from
30 in the previous civic
poll. Three independents
also emerged victorious. In
his address to party work-
ers at the AAP office, the
chief minister said the
civic body will be rid of
"corruption and bribery".

The counting of votes
began at 8 am at 42 centres
across Delhi amid tight se-
curity, and initial trends
was in favour of the BJP.
At one point, the BJP was
leading in 107 seats and the
Aam Aadmi Party in 95.

But as the counting pro-

gressed, the AAP went
past the BJP and slowly
consolidated the lead, fi-
nally winning 134 wards.

The BJP bagged 104
seats, thus not losing as
badly as was predicted by
the exit polls. Independent
candidate Shakeela
Begum has won the
Seelampur seat in north-
east Delhi. The mood at the
AAP's office on Rouse
Avenue was celebratory
since morning with patri-
otic songs blaring through
loudspeakers and the en-
tire premises decked up
with colourful balloons.

As the pendulum swung
in the AAP's favour, cele-
brations picked up with
supporters carrying party
flags distributing sweets
and dancing to the beat of
drums.

AAP ends 15-year
BJP rule in MCD

A child dressed as Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal takes part in the
celebrations of AAP's victory in the MCD polls, in New Delhi, Wednesday.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The counting of votes
for the Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh polls
along with six assembly
and one Lok Sabha by-elec-
tions will commence at 8
am on Thursday with pro-
hibitory orders in place
around counting halls to
ensure peace and tranquil-
ity.

According to the
Election Commission, the
counting of votes will take
place at a total of 116
counting centres in
Himachal Pradesh,
Gujarat, and Odisha,
Bihar, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Uttar
Pradesh where six assem-
bly and one Lok Sabha by-
polls were held.

In a statement, the EC
said counting of votes will
be taken up for postal bal-
lots at 8 am and will con-
tinue till it is completed.

Postal ballots received
before 8 am on counting
day are taken up for count-

ing, the poll panel remind-
ed. After a gap of 30 min-
utes from the commence-
ment of counting of postal
ballot papers, counting of
votes for electronic voting
machines (EVMs) will
commence at 8.30 am. The
EVM counting will contin-
ue irrespective of the
stage of postal ballot
counting, it said.

One counting observer
per assembly seat has
been deputed in Himachal
Pradesh, Gujarat and for
the bypolls. Two special
observers each in
Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat will be on ground
to ensure the smooth
counting process, the EC
said.

In the states where polls
were held recently, the dis-
trict administration has
imposed Section 144 of the
CrPC (prohibitory orders)
around the counting halls
to ensure that peace and
tranquility is not dis-
turbed. After each round
of counting, tabulation of

results in a prescribed for-
mat is carried out. This is
signed by the returning of-
ficer and the observer, and
a copy is shared with the
candidates. After an-
nouncement of round-
wise results, counting of
next round will be taken
up in accordance with the
existing instructions.

Postal ballot results will
also be shared in the pre-
scribed format after ob-
taining signatures of can-
didates' agents.

Since 2019, VVPAT (pa-
pertrail machine) slips
from five randomly select-
ed polling stations per as-
sembly constituency (or
segment in cases of LS
seat) are matched with
EVM count.

In case the margin of
victory is less than the
number of postal ballot
papers rejected as invalid
at the time of counting, all
the rejected postal ballot
papers are mandatorily re-
verified by the RO before
declaration of result.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday urged leaders
of all parties to make col-
lective efforts to make
Parliament's winter ses-
sion more productive.

Speaking to media
ahead of the session's
start, he said parliamen-
tarians, including from
the opposition, have told
him that they suffer due to
frequent disruptions and
adjournments in
Parliament as they are un-
able to speak and asked
leaders from different par-
ties to understand their
"pain".

Noting that he had con-
genial discussion with
various leaders during a
recent all-party meet on

India's presidency of G20,
he expressed hope that its
reflection will definitely be
seen in Parliament too.

India hosting the G20
summit, which will be
held next year, is not mere-
ly a diplomatic event but
also a chance to showcase
the country's capabilities
before the world in a holis-

tic manner, the prime min-
ister said.

"India is such a large
country, is mother of
democracy and has so
much diversities and po-
tential. Therefore, this is a
big opportunity for the
world to know India and
for India to show its poten-
tial to the whole world," he
added.

He expressed confidence
that efforts will be made in
the session to take impor-

tant decisions to take the
country to new heights of
development amid the cur-
rent global situation.

The prime minister
urged all political parties
to give first time MPs a
chance to participate in
debates for the remaining
period of the 17th Lok
Sabha before the next gen-
eral election for their
bright future and also for
preparing the next genera-
tion in democracy.

Coimbatore (TN), Dec 07 (PTI):

Three people were arrested on
Wednesday in connection with
the recent car bomb blast in
front of Kottai Eswaran Temple
here, the NIA said.
The blast in the car laden with
explosives on the eve of Diwali
left its occupant, a terrorist who
had taken oath to global terror
group ISIS, dead. Initially, a case
was registered at the Ukkadam
Police Station in Coimbatore on
October 23 and later re-regis-
tered by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on
October 27. Umar Faaruq (39)
alias K Srinivasan of Nilgiris dis-
trict, Mohammed Thoufeek (25),
and Ferose Khan (28) of
Coimbatore were arrested for
their involvement in the October
23 explosion, an NIA spokesper-
son said. "After preliminary

investigations, it has emerged
that the deceased accused,
Jamesha Mubeen, after taking
'bayath' (oath of allegiance) to
the ISIS, planned to carry out a
suicidal attack and cause exten-
sive damage to symbols and
monuments of a particular reli-
gious faith and with the intention
to strike terror among people,"
the spokesperson said. The offi-
cial said the investigations have
revealed that Faaruq and Khan
were part of the conspiracy
meetings attended by Mubeen at
Faaruq's residence at Coonor in
Nilgiris district. The accused also
provided support to Mubeen in
the commission of the terror act.
"Thoufeek was in possession of
incriminating literature and
books connected to radical Islam
and also had handwritten notes
on preparation of explosives,"
the spokesperson said.

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI):

The Supreme
Court, which is hearing a
challenge to a Tamil Nadu
law allowing "jallikattu",
on Wednesday said it will
be a "very dangerous situ-
ation" if the court made an
impression based on pho-
tographs placed before it
by some petitioners to de-
pict alleged cruelty to
bulls during the bull-tam-
ing sport.

"Jallikattu", also known
as "eruthazhuvuthal", is a
bull-taming sport played
in Tamil Nadu as part of
the Pongal harvest festi-
val. A five-judge
Constitution bench head-
ed by Justice K M Joseph

said it cannot hold that the
provision enacted in the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (PCA) Act, 1960
by a state amendment
with the assent of the
President is "bad in law"
because the photographs
say so. "If we go on mak-
ing an impression based
on the photographs, it will
be a very dangerous situa-
tion for us," observed the
bench, also comprising
justices Ajay Rastogi,
Aniruddha Bose,
Hrishikesh Roy and C T
Ravikumar.

"Can we say, or can we
record any finding based
on these photographs that
the legislation is bad? Can
we draw any impression

based on these photo-
graphs which you have
showed to us?" the bench
asked.

The apex court's obser-
vation came after senior
advocate Shyam Divan, ap-
pearing for some of the pe-
titioners, referred to news
reports and photographs
to argue about cruelty to
the bulls in the game.

Divan also referred to
media reports about
deaths and injuries caused
to humans as well as bulls
which have taken place in
several districts during jal-
likattu. He said contrary
to the arguments ad-
vanced by Tamil Nadu,
several tamers pounce on
a bull in this event.

New Delhi Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday projected infla-
tion to come down below
the upper threshold level
of 6 per cent by March
quarter of the current fis-
cal saying the worst of in-
flation is behind us, but
there is no room for com-
placency in the fight
against price-rise.

It, however, retained its
6.7 per cent average retail
inflation forecast for the
current fiscal. The retail
or consumer price index

(CPI) based inflation has
remained above the RBI's
upper tolerance threshold
of 6 per cent for 10 months
till October.

In its monetary policy
statement RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said the
central bank will keep
'Arjuna's eye' (keen focus)
on the evolving inflation
dynamics and projected
inflation to remain above 4

per cent for the next 12
months.

"Over the next 12
months, inflation is ex-
pected to remain higher
than the 4 per cent target...
While being watchful of
the impact of our earlier
monetary policy actions,
we will keep Arjuna's eye
on the evolving inflation
dynamics and be ready to
act as may be necessary,"
Das said.

The RBI said its actions
will be 'nimble' keeping
the aspect of growth in
mind. It has cut the GDP
growth forecast for cur-
rent fiscal to 6.8 per cent,
from 7 per cent projected
in September.

Kanker, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Votes polled in byelection to
the Bhanupratppur Assembly
seat in Chhattisgarh on
December 5 will be taken up
for counting on Thursday with
the ruling Congress eyeing to
retain the tribal-dominated
constituency.
The voter turnout in the
bypoll for the seat, reserved
for Scheduled Tribe candi-
dates and located in the
Naxalite-affected Kanker dis-
trict, was a healthy 71.74 per
cent.
The ballot count will begin at
8 am at Bhanu Pratap Dev
Government PG College in
Kanker town where an ade-
quate number of security per-
sonnel have been deployed,
Kanker Collector Priyanka
Shukla said on Wednesday.

Jaipur, Dec 07 (PTI): 

A sleazy video purportedly show-
ing Rajasthan Minority Affairs
Minister Saleh Mohammad has
gone viral on social media,
prompting the BJP to demand his
dismissal. The clip on social
media shows a video chat appar-
ently between the minister and a
woman in her undergarments.
The conversation is not audible.
The minister could not be
reached for comment. The BJP
demanded that the Ashok
Gehlot-led government in the
state dismiss the minister.
"Ashok Gehlot ji, this is not the
first time an objectionable video
of your minister with a woman
has gone viral. Will you dismiss
minister Saleh Mohammad or
spare him due to you greed for
the vote bank," the Rajasthan
BJP Rajasthan tweeted.

Belagavi (K'taka), Dec 07 (PTI):

The North West
Karnataka Road Transport
Corporation (NWKRTC) on
Wednesday suspended its
services to Maharashtra
after reports emerged of
some buses being defaced
and damaged in the regions
bordering Belagavi district.

Both states have voiced
out concerns regarding
Belagavi with Maharashtra
staking claim that the re-
gion should be merged with
it while Karnataka has reit-
erated its jurisdiction over
the area.

"We are operating our
buses only up to Nipani (in
Belagavi district) due to ten-
sion, which has been there
since morning," an officer in

the North West Karnataka
Road Transport
Corporation told PTI.
According to him, a
Karnataka State Road
Transport Corporation bus
that was coming from
Maharashtra to
Ranebennur was also dam-
aged. "The glasses of the bus
were damaged. Other than
this incident, some buses
were defaced," the officer
added. Meanwhile, the
Karnataka Rakshana
Vedike again held agitations
in the border regions follow-
ing the defacement of buses.
The activists said that they
will also retaliate with simi-
lar vigour if the buses were
targeted. In view of the ten-
sion resurfacing in the bor-
der region, the police on

both sides tightened securi-
ty. Buses were provided
extra security to protect the
vehicles and the passengers.

The row over the region
started after two
Maharashtra ministers
Chandrakant Patil and
Shambhuraj Desai, who
have been appointed by
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde to
coordinate with the legal
team dealing with the bor-
der dispute, announced
their visit to Belagavi on
December 6.

Following vehement
protests by the pro-Kannada
organisations in
Maharashtra, the duo post-
poned their trip. In reaction,
there were protests in the
western state as well.

Kolkata, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has ar-
rested the stepbrother of
slain Trinamool Congress
leader Bhadu Sheikh in
connection with the mas-
sacre at Bogtui village in
West Bengal's Birbhum
district, an officer said on
Wednesday.

Altogether 10 people
died of burn injuries after
their houses in Bogtui
were firebombed by as-
sailants after the murder
of Sheikh on the night of
March 21 this year.

Sheikh's stepbrother,
who was absconding since

the massacre, was arrest-
ed by CBI sleuths from his
hideout near the West
Bengal-Jharkhand border
on Tuesday evening.

"We were looking for
this person for a long time.
We are interrogating him.
We have evidence of his
involvement in the
killings," the officer told
PTI.

A total of 14 people have
so been arrested by the
CBI for their alleged in-
volvement in the mas-
sacre.

The central probe
agency is investigating the
case on an order of the
Calcutta High Court.

Jamshedpur, Dec 07 (PTI):

Three persons were ar-
rested here on Wednesday
for allegedly posing as CBI
officials and police person-
nel to loot cash and valu-
ables from people, a senior
officer said.

Two of them are residents
of Madhya Pradesh and one
of Maharashtra.

The trio, "members of an
interstate gang", arrived in
the Steel City a few days ago
after committing similar
crimes in Kolkata and
Purulia (West Bengal) and
Bokaro (Jharkhand), said
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Prabhat Kumar.

The accused have con-
fessed to the crime, and also
shared details of the vic-

tims, he said. Talking about
their modus operandi, the
SSP said that the accused,
posing as crime branch or
CBI officers, would visit
homes of people, especially
the elderly, and claim that a
crime was likely to occur in
the area. "Next, they con-
vinced these people to hand
over their cash and jew-
ellery for safekeeping. After
a short while, they returned
a sealed packet to them,
with fake jewellery in it, and
immediately fled the scene."

At least 13 such cases
have been reported in vari-
ous police stations of the
Steel City, including Mango,
Sonari, Kadma and Sakchi,
in the last three to four
months, the SSP said at a
press conference.

Election Commission reviews
counting day preparations

PM Modi urges leaders of all parties to make collective
efforts to make winter session more productive

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addresses the media on the

first day of the Winter Session
of Parliamnet, at Parliament

complex in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee hit out at
the government on Wednesday alleging it was using its majority to
"forcefully" push through bills in Parliament and expressed con-
cerns over the future of parliamentary democracy. Speaking to
reporters after a strategy meeting with her party MPs, Banerjee
also alleged that at least 16 bills which seek to interfere in state
matters have been listed for consideration and passage in the ongo-
ing winter session of Parliament.

Centre 'forcefully' pushing through bills: Mamata

Counting of votes 
in Bhanupratappur

Assembly bypoll
today

3 arrested in connection with
car bomb explosion outside
temple in Tamil Nadu: NIA

Bogtui massacre

CBI arrests slain TMC
leader’s stepbrother

Border row: Karnataka suspends bus services
to Maharashtra owing to protests

Three held for fleecing people
posing as CBI sleuths

Sleazy video of
Raj minister
goes viral

RBI projects inflation to fall
below 6 pc by Mar 2023

̈ To keep ‘Arjuna’s eye’
on price situation

The RBI's interest rate-set-
ting panel on Wednesday
hiked benchmark rate by 35
basis points to 6.25 per
cent, taking the cumulative
rate hikes to 2.25 per cent
since May 2022.

‘Ja
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u
’ Will be dangerous if court makes

impression based on photographs: SC
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Bhilai, Dec 07:
Chhattisgarh State
Renewable Energy
Development Agency
(CREDA), Energy
Department's Divisional
and District Office has been
shifted to a new building.
The new office was formal-
ly inaugurated by the
Divisional Commissioner
on Wednesday. Earlier this
office was operating from
Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya School Complex in
Deepak Nagar Durg.

Due to the opening of
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School in the
premises, the divisional
and district office of
CREDA has been shifted to
the building allotted by the
Fisheries Department in
the Civil Lines. Necessary
repairs and improvements

have been done at this
building.

CREDA's Divisional and
District Office Durg was in-
augurated by
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre and Vijay Sahu,
Member CREDA Raipur.
The Commissioner inspect-
ed the entire office and ex-
tended best wishes to the of-
ficials for the new office
building. He asked the offi-
cials to do better work to
promote non-conventional

energy sources in better
implementation of solar-
based projects. Vijay Sahu,
Member CREDA, directed
the officials to prepare
models of various proj-
ects for the demonstration
of non-conventional ener-
gy sources in the office
premises. They gave tips
to officers/employees to
do positive work in order
to give maximum benefits
of the schemes to the 
general public.
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Bhilai, Dec 07: Christian
College of Engineering and
Technology (CCET) in col-
laboration with St Thomas
College, Kailash Nagar or-
ganised a seminar on im-
plementation of Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013. The
seminar was inaugurated
by HG Alexios Mar
Eusebius, Chairman of
CCET. Ashok Jaiswal
(Advocate, Judicial
Mediator and Family Court
Counsellor, Durg), Preeti
Bala Sharma (District
Protection Officer) and
Smriti Ekka (Advocate,
Durg) were the resource
persons for the seminar.

The program com-

menced with the lighting
of lamps by the digni-
taries. Welcome speech
was delivered by Dr Dipali
Soren, Principal, CCET.
She welcomed all the dig-
nitaries and participants
and emphasised that every
woman should be aware of
their rights.

Presidential address
was given by HG Alexios
Mar Eusebius. He drew at-
tention towards gender
equality and empowering
women. He gave an exam-
ple from the Holy Bible
and said that just like St
Joseph protected the dig-
nity of Mother Mary,
everyone should respect
the dignity of their fellow
beings.

Felicitation address was

delivered by Rev Fr Dr PS
Varghese, the Executive
Vice Chairman. He ad-
vised students to take ad-
vantage of the seminar as
this may help them to deal
with difficult situations in

their life. Ashok Jaiswal
the chief resource person
enlightened the partici-
pants and explained differ-
ent women protection laws
such as Protection of
Women from Domestic

Violence Act, 2005; Sexual
Harassment of Women at
Workplace Act, 2013, etc.

At the same time advo-
cate Smriti Ekka briefed
about several forms of
Violence (Verbal, Physical,
Mental, Emotional and
Economical). Preeti Bala
Sharma guided about 'one
stop center' (Sakhi) where
they can seek help to deal
in situations where they
don't know.

Dr Mariyam Jacob,
Principal, St Thomas
College, Kailash Nagar,
proposed the vote of
thanks. She showed her ut-
most gratitude towards
the guest speakers and
also appreciated the facul-
ties and students for their
active participation.
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Bhilai, Dec 07: Eight
Women Self Help Groups
(SHGs) from Chhattisgarh
are participating in the
Women in Power Fair - 2022
which was inaugurated at
Connaught Place in New
Delhi on Wednesday. About
200 SHGs from 16 states are
participating in this fair
which has been organised
by the Department of

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Government
of India. Eight SHGs of
Chhattisgarh were selected
for participation in this
fair. Before departing for
New Delhi, 20 members of
the selected SHGs met MP
Vijay Baghel and gifted
him traditional jewellery.
They displayed the prod-
ucts and traditional delica-
cies that will be put for ex-
hibition and sale at Delhi.

The 20-member team is led
by Neeta Chaurasiya and
Shanta Sharma.
Jankalyankari Yojna
Prachar Prasar Abhiyaan
Chhattisgarh office bear-
ers Manoj Thakre, Chief
Advisor Bhanuji Rao, Dr
Laxprad, Lata Rishi
Chandrakar, Prashant
Ksheersagar, Sandeep
Waghmare and members
of the participating SHGs
were present.
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Bhilai, Dec 07: On
Wednesday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion of Krishna Nagar local-
ity of Nehru Nagar zone
area. During the visit, he
found that the drains have
been encroached at many
places. Encroachments were
found in the drains near
Balram Chowk, near Milan
Chowk, near Ishwar Chowk,
and other places.

Due to illegal construc-
tion, water drainage was
getting obstructed and the
sanitation workers were
unable to clear the drains.
The Commissioner gave in-
structions to the officials to
get the drains thoroughly
cleaned after removing all

the encroachments. Some
people had even dumped
junk and their household
items in the drain.
Commissioner instructed
the officials to remove such
items from the drains.

Those obstructing the
road by scattering debris
were instructed to remove
debris from the roadside.
Commissioner instructed
the officials to confiscate
debris and impose fines on

those who do not remove it.
During the inspection of
Krishna Nagar, the
Commissioner saw the con-
dition of the pipeline and
asked the officials to ensure
that there is no leakage in
the water supply pipelines.

In case of any leakage
in the pipeline, it should
be immediately repaired
in a proper manner. At
some places in the ward,
the Commissioner has

given instructions to
strengthen the drain sys-
tem. The Commissioner
also interacted with the
local residents and took
feedback from them.

He gave instructions to
the officers for resolve the
issues. He said that ani-
mal owners should make
arrangements for fodder /
water for their cattle
within their residence
and should not leave the

cattle in the open. In
Krishna Nagar, the
Commissioner also saw
the condition of the
bridge and gave neces-
sary instructions to the
officials.

Nehru Nagar Zone
Commissioner Rajendra
Nayak, Assistant Engineer
Alok Pasine and Zone Health
Officer Ankit Saxena and oth-
ers were present during the
inspection.
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Bhilai, Dec 07: Durg dis-
trict has been awarded for
the highest contribution on
the occasion of Armed
Forces Flag Day. Durg dis-
trict has been second in the
entire state in collecting
funds for this special day.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena received the

honor at the hands of
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
during a function organ-
ized at Raj Bhavan on
Wednesday. In her address,
the Governor said that citi-
zens across the state have
shown their spirit for the
welfare of the army and to
boost their morale. The cit-
izens of Durg district have
also contributed a lot in

this direction. Army has
an important role in
strengthening the country.
The amount collected by
the citizens on the occasion
of Flag Day shows how
deeply the citizens are con-
nected with the concerns of
their country. She praised
the residents of Durg and
other districts who con-
tributed to this fund.
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Bhilai, Dec 07: The sixth
generic medical store
under the Dhanwantari
Medical Store scheme was
inaugurated at Sector 9
Hospital premises on
Wednesday. Mayor Neeraj
Pal, Corporation
Commissioner Rohit Vyas
and BSP Executive
Director (Personnel and
Administration) Milind
Gadre formally inaugurat-
ed the medical store. With

this, there are now six
generic medical stores in
Bhilai city.

This will be the first
Dhanwantari Medical
Store of the city in BSP
Township area. Sandeep
Nirankari, member of the
Mayor-in-Council and in-
charge of the General
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department, was specially
present during the inaugu-
ration. Milind Gadre cut
the ribbon to formally in-
augurate the store.

Thereafter, the dignitaries
inspected the medical
store and took informa-
tion about the stock of
medicines from the opera-
tors.

It needs to be mentioned
here that due to the efforts
of Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav and
Mayor Neeraj Pal, people
will be able to get the bene-
fit of high quality cheap
medicines from
Dhanwantri generic med-
ical stores in the sector

area as well. A large num-
ber of citizens visit Sector
9 Hospital for treatment.
All these people as well as
others will get the benefit
of cheap medicine from
this store.

After the launch of
generic medical stores in
Sector 9 hospital premises,
now there are a total of six
medical stores under
Dhanwantari Yojana in
Bhilai Corporation area.
With the opening of gener-
ic medical stores in the

hospital, patients and rela-
tives coming for treatment
in the hospital will not
have to wander for medi-
cines. The medicines will
be available with 66 per-
cent discount.

Dhanwantari stores are
already operational at
Subhash Market Medical
Line, Bhagwa Chowk
Kurud, Mothers Market
Power House, Supela
Shastri Hospital and Road
No 18. In view of the de-
mand for cheap medicines
of good quality and to pro-
mote health schemes in
the city, another medical
store has been established
in the city.

It needs to be mentioned
here that under the ambi-
tious scheme of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Bhilai residents are get-
ting the benefit of high
quality cheap medicines
under the Shri
Dhanwantari Medical
Store scheme.

Ensure regular monitoring of nutritional
food at Anganwadis: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena conducted an in-
depth review of the works
of the Women and Child
Development Department
in the auditorium of the
District Collectorate.

In the meeting, he dis-
cussed the number of ben-
eficiaries of Anganwadi
centers, distribution of
nutritional food given to
children and pregnant
mothers through
Anganwadi centers, sec-
tor-wise number of mal-
nourished children, dilapi-
dated and under-construc-
tion Anganwadi buildings,
mini Anganwadi centers,
weight festivals, etc.

He said that all the sec-
tor supervisors should
regularly inspect and
monitor the nutritional
food given to children in

Anganwadi centers.
Children should have ac-
cess to quality nutritious
food. He directed the con-
cerned officers to visit the
homes of malnourished
children of their area,
meet the parents and
make them aware about
the nutritional diet of the
children. He also spoke
about motivating the se-
verely malnourished chil-
dren to be sent to the
Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center operated in the
district.

The Collector instruct-

ed all the CDPOs and
Sector Supervisors to sys-
tematically implement
the programs and
schemes run by the gov-
ernment for the all-round
development of children
and for the protection and
promotion of their consti-
tutional interests.

In which special empha-
sis was given on
Integrated Child
Development Services.
Along with this, the
Collector inquired about
dilapidated, under con-
struction and rented

Anganwadi Center build-
ings. He instructed to send
the list of dilapidated
buildings at the earliest,
get the under-construc-
tion building completed
with full quality and com-
plete the process of trans-
fer of the constructed
buildings at the earliest.
He also reviewed the hot
meals provided to preg-
nant mothers and chil-
dren through Anganwadi
centers and gave neces-
sary instructions.

Collector also took infor-
mation about the pending
cases of the Child Welfare
Committee, Juvenile
Justice Board etc. He in-
structed to identify the mi-
grant children who do not
have parents or guardians,
drug addicts, etc. District
Program Officer Vipin
Jain and other officers
were present in the 
meeting.
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Rozgar Diwas organized under MGNREGA
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 07: Rozgar
Diwas was celebrated in
all the gram panchayats
where employment has
been guaranteed to the vil-
lagers under the Mahatma
Gandhi National
Employment Guarantee
Scheme.

The Rozgar Diwas was
for the current financial
year. 13480 laborers are em-
ployed in MGNREGA.
Work is in progress on a
total 661 projects going on
in 266 Gram Panchayats.
Information related to em-
ployment rights and griev-
ance redressal from MGN-
REGA was given to the vil-
lagers.

Along with this, infor-
mation about the construc-
tion works during the year
was shared. On this occa-
sion, more and more work-
ers were also informed
about getting employment
under MGNREGA. It
needs to be mentioned

here that adequate labour-
oriented works have been
sanctioned in development
block panchayats, under
which employment is
being made available to the
laborers continuously as
per the demand.

Detailed information
was given about payment
of laborers through bank
accounts for 15 days.
Significantly, through the
scheme, the total number
of families registered in
the financial year 2022-23 is
1,19,198.

Out of which 1,79,780
families have been given
employment. 20.55 lakh
man days have been creat-
ed. Presently tree planta-
tion work, cattle shed, new
panchayat building, an-
ganwadi, fair price shop,
narva work, shed construc-
tion in gauthan etc are
going on.

Chief Executive Officer
District Panchayat
Ashwini Dewangan in-
formed that the Rozgar
Diwas was celebrated with
the aim of providing em-

ployment to a large num-
ber of rural families
through MGNREGA.

In the financial year
2022-23, Rs 4910.17 lakh
was spent on various types
of construction work. Out
of the total expenditure,
75.51% was paid to the
labourers. 100 days em-
ployment has been made
available to 302 families.
88.45 percent natural re-
source management
(NRM) and 80.57 percent
development of agricul-
ture have been done.

City’s sixth generic medical store inaugurated in Sector 9 Durg district honoured on
Armed Forces Flag Day

Commissioner inspects Krishna Nagar;
instructs to remove encroachments

Eight SHGs participate 
in trade fair at Delhi 

Seminar held on implementation of Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace Act

CREDA Zonal and District Office inaugurated 



X’MAS FEVER

Market is decked up with the colourful decorative items and gifts for the Christmas

Festival by end of this month.

DPS Raipur welcomes Scottish teacher interact
RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0077::  On the path to
acquaint its students with global
framework of education, DPS
Raipur has constantly been
reaching out to educationists
across the globe to exchange
knowledge on education system,
cultural and social mechanism
so that students can benefit in
terms of placing excellence,
equal access, higher education
and employability later in life.

To meet this challenge, a
teacher from Scotland, Nayal
Moorjani was invited to interact
with students of middle school
and high school. During his stay
at DPS, Moorjani took up story

telling sessions which gave an
insight into narrating with
expression and style. He also
told them about the nuances of
activity based classes and sig-
nificance of the participation of

each and every student in prac-
tical classes. Further, he took up
various historical aspects with
the senior students of
Humanities stream which was
enlightening as the students

freely asked questions and
replied to queries by the dele-
gate. Apart from teaching,
Moorjani also witnessed and
praised the efforts of the pri-
mary students in showcasing
their concern over the ailing
environment through their mod-
els and paper presentation.

Students felt encouraged at
the arrival of an overseas guest
who could share his pedagogy
skills. They felt that steps taken
by the school to initiate
Exchange programmes are
excellent as it has allowed stu-
dents and teachers of countries
like England, Germany, Ireland,

Scotland, Bhutan, S. Korea,
Japan until recently to exchange
educational knowhow as far as
the best courses, teaching, and
facilities available globally are
concerned.

According to the Principal,
Raghunath Mukherjee and sen-
ior members of the manage-
ment committee, such
exchanges are sure to impact
the lives of the students. Hence
they conveyed their grateful-
ness, this time, to Nayal
Moorjani bidding him good
wishes on his departure from
the school, also felicitated him
with a memento.

Mega Employment Fair for

46,616 posts: Online applications

invited till December 10

Raipur, Dec 07: A mega
employment fair will be
organised by the District
Employment and Self-
Employment Guidance
Center Raipur under the
aegis of Skill
Development Authority
for educated and trained
unemployed youth of
Chhattisgarh state.
Eligible and interested
applicants can  send on-
line applications till
December 10. Earlier on-
line applications were in-
vited from the applicants
from  December 2 to 6.
Information about the
scheduled date of Mega
Rozgar Mela will be given
separately. The Deputy
Director of the District
Employment Department
said that through the pro-
posed employment fair,
recruitment will be done
on 46,616 posts in 09 sec-

tors (Backing and
Finance IT, Health,
Tourism, Logistics,
Manufacturing, Apparel,
Retail and Security) in
the private sector in
which class 10th. 12th,
Graduation, Post
Graduation, GDA, Hotel
Management & ITI,
Polytechnic, Diploma, B.
E. and B. Tech qualified
applicants will be recruit-
ed. Applicants desirous of
recruitment to the above
posts can apply through
this link
shorturl.at/cqZ28 or by
the prescribed last date of
December 10. Candidates
can send their academic
and technical education
details through QR code.
He said that for more in-
formation, applicants can
also contact mobile num-
ber 94069 22469 or employ-
ment office in Raipur.

Herd of 43 elephants causes
huge damage to crops, houses

Kotami, Dec 07: A big
herd of 43 tuskers have
once again started camp-
ing near Gram Damdam
in Kotami block and this
has created fear in the
mind of villagers.
Meanwhile the Forest de-
partment employees are
keeping close watch on
this huge herd of ele-
phants and their likely
next move, so that wher-
ever they move the vil-
lagers of that area can be
put on the alert.

Forest Range officer
Pendra Vishnu Jaiswal
and Kotami Bealine
Manharan Dahria and
staff are keeping watch
on the move of these ele-

phants. The people of
nearby villages have been
put on the alert, so that
loss to house and other
property can be avoided.
The villagers have been
warned not to go near the
herd of elephants or take
mobile photos or cause
any damage or injury to
them.

Meanwhile this herd of
tuskers has caused dam-
age to crops of four farm-
ers in Gram Damdam and
has even damaged their
houses. In the same way,
crops and houses in
Khodari village of Pasan

range and other villages
too have been damaged
and valuation of the same
is being done, so that the
farmers can be paid due
compensation. Till the
writing of these lines, this
herd of around 43 ele-
phants was found camp-
ing in Pendra circle of
Kotami premises in cell
No. 2196 Sagaon plot
Damdam. As per instruc-
tions by the Forest ranger
Vishnu Jaiswal, the
Forest employees are
keeping watch on the like-
ly move of this herd of
elephants.

State Level Painting Competition
from  Dec 10 to 12

Raipur, Dec 07: Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
Memorial three-day state
level painting competition
is being organized from
December 10 to 12. Age and
group wise competition will
be organised for painting
competition. Entries have
been invited for the paint-
ing competition till

December 9. Canvas, car-
tridge paper and easel will
be provided by the institute
for the painting competi-
tion. The state level paint-
ing competition is being or-
ganized by the Tribal
Research and Training
Institute. To participate in
the painting competition,
the assistant director of the
office, Mrs. Rama Uike’s
telephone no. +91-93016-
55487 and Research
Assistant Mrs. Anjani

Bhagat can be contacted on
the phone number- +91-
99265-88481. Registration
form, prize money, terms
and conditions related to
the competition and other
related information can be
obtained on the website of
the institute cgtrti.gov.in.
Registration forms can be
sent to the organization’s e-
mail ntlf.trtirpr
@gmail.com, personally
present in the office or can
be sent by post.

CS, DGP conducts 
inspection of road works

Raipur, Dec 07: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
and DGP Ashok Juneja
reached the remote area of
Kadenar and Kademeta of
Narayanpur district and
took stock of road con-
struction work at Palli-
Barsur and other road
construction work. During
this PWD Secretary
Siddharth Komal Pardeshi

was also present.
On this occasion Chief

Secretary conducted in-
spection of road being
constructed in Palli along
with culverts, and safety
precautions being taken.
As per instructions by CS,
he directed to complete
the road construction
work at the earliest.

Works of 35 kms out of

39 kms completed
It is notable here that as

per information given by
the officers, the total 39.4
km long road linking
Palli with Barsur, work
on 34 kms has been com-
pleted and work on re-
maining 4 kms is under-
way. On this road, there
are 104 small and big cul-
verts and bridges and
construction of only 6
culverts/ bridges is pend-
ing. On this CS directed to
complete the same at the
earliest. During this in-
spection, Addl. DGP
Vivekanand Sinha,
Bastar Commissioner
Shyam Lal Dhawde, IG
Bastar Range Sunderraj
P., DIG RN Das,
Narayanpur Collector
Rituraj Raghuvanshi,
Narayanpur SP Sadanand
Kumar and other con-
cerned officers and em-
ployees were present.

Three nabbed for withdrawal through rented debit cards

Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, Dec 07:
The Ambikapur police
has nabbed three thugs
on charges of withdraw-
al of Rs 2.10 lakh from
SBI ATM. For this they
used to bring Debit card
on rent and used to with-
draw from it. The Police
has seized 120 debit cards
of different banks, one
Swift car, four mobile and
cash of Rs 1.20 lakh. All
the three accused are
from Jaloun area of UP

and their arrest was
made from a hotel in
Ambikapur city.

Made 46 transactions
from ATM in just 2 days:

As per information in
this regard, money from
the ATM was getting less
all of sudden. When the
SBI officers checked,
they found that balance
was maintained due to
failed transaction from
the accounts of the ac-
count holders. It also
came to fore that on Nov
28 there were 21 transac-
tions and another 25
transactions on Dec 4 and
through which total cash

of Rs 2.10 lakh was with-
drawn. On this the SBI
Ambikapur branch cash
officer Gautam Das filed
a complaint of 420 and
cheating in City Kotwali
Ambikapur.

Accused were hiding
in a hotel near Bus Stand:

After this the police
started its investigation
and a police team was
formed as per instruc-
tions from ASP Vivek
Shukla, SDOP Akhilesh
Kaushik and CSP
Smritik Rajnala. During
inquiry they came to
know that some suspi-
cious persons are staying

in a hotel near the Bus
Stand. On this they raid-
ed the hotel and nabbed
three youths and con-
ducting inspection, found
large number of debit
cards in their possession.
When seriously inquired,
they accepted of with-
drawal from ATMs
through tampering using
these debit cards.

The three accused
nabbed are Neeraj
Nishad (20), Kapil
Vishwakarma (25) and
Ajay Kumar Nishad (19),
all R/o Jalour (UP).
Majorit of the debit cards
seized were from SBI.
With transaction getting
failed, as per rule the de-
ducted amount used to
get credited in the ac-
count after some time
and this used to cause di-
rect loss to the Bank. The
accused have taken the
debit card and passbook
of some persons and
used to give some
amount to account hold-
ers in return.

BJP forms committee to
investigate into deaths

Raipur, Dec 07: The State
BJP unit has formed a com-
mittee to inquire into the
death of villagers in
Murrum mine in Malgaon
and death of 6 newly born
in Ambikapur Medical
College. BJP State general
secretary and headquarter’s
in-charge Kedar Kashyap
informed that inquiry com-
mittee has been formed to
investigate into the death of
newly born children in
Medical College in
Ambikapur of Surguja dis-
trict as per instructions by
the BJP State president
Arun Sao. The committee
members would visit the re-
spective areas and finding
out facts and conducting in-
vestigations would submit
its report within a week’s
time to the party.

Kashyap informed that
former LS MP Ramvichar
Netam, former Minister
Ramsewak Paikra, BJP
state spokesman Anurag

Singh Deo, former District
President Surguja
Phuleshwari Singh and BJP
district President Surguja
Lallan Pratap Singh are
part of the members of the
Committee.

BJP state office in-charge
Narendra Chandra Gupta
informed that to investigate
into death of villagers in
collapse of murrum mine
in Gram Malgaon of Bastar
district, a inquiry commit-
tee has been formed as per
instructions by BJP State
President Arun Sao. The
members would investigate
into the matter and submit
its report to the party. The
committee member com-
prise of BJP state general
secy. Kedar Kashyap, ex-
MLA Dr Subhau Kashyap,
ex-State BJP general secy.
Kirandev, District
Panchayat member Sarita
Panigrahi and Bastar BJP
district President Roop
Singh Mandavi.

One-day int’nl match between
India- New Zealand on Jan 21

Raipur, Dec 07:
BCCI has handed over the
responsibility to
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association
(CSCA) to hold first one-
day International cricket
match between India and
New Zealand on January
21, 2023 at Shaheed Vir
Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium in Parsada, in
Nava Raipur. Though
many IPL and Road Safety
cricket tournaments were
held in this stadium earli-
er, but it is for the first
time that an International
one-day cricket match will
be held in capital city of
Chhattisgarh. Out of the

three one-day series be-
tween India and New
Zealand series, it is the
second match which will
be played in Raipur.

Prior to this in Veer
Narayan Singh
International Cricket
Stadium, two matches of
IPL were held in 2013; T-20
Challenger Trophy in 2014;
second time IPL in 2015
and Ranji Trophy matches
since 2016 onwards. Apart
from this matches of
Sayed Mustaq Ali T-20
Trophy and different
forms of BCCI’s domestic
matches were successful
conducted by
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Association.
It is based upon the suc-
cessful performance and
conduct of these matches
that BCCI has handed over
the responsibility of one-
day international match
between India and New
Zealand to CSCA.

Issue orders for recruitment of eligible
youth from primitive tribes soon: CM

Gariyaband, Dec 07: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel reviewed about im-
plementation of state gov-
ernment’s schemes in a
meeting with officials of
Gariyaband district after
his ‘Bhent-Mulaquat
Abhiyan’ here on
Wednesday. CM directed
the officers to issue orders
in the coming two weeks
for recruitment of eligible
youths from the special
primitive tribes of
Gariyaband district. He
said that consent for re-
cruitment of youth from
primitive tribes has been
given on merit basis. CM
also directed to mention

the caste’s name in the
caste certificates in
English, so as to resolve
the problems being faced
in issuing of caste certifi-
cates due to letters and al-
phabets fault. Baghel also
directed to complete the
construction of the works
sanctioned in the
Gouthans. The work of
early solution to pending
‘Van Adhikar Pattas’ to
forest people should also
be resolved soon and land
for availability of soil to
potters and craftsmen be

kept reserved and should
be done on priority basis.

Speaking further, CM di-
rected the officers to com-
plete the repair and reno-
vation works in Schols in
the district and construc-
tion of new rooms speedi-
ly. He also directed to com-
plete the works of Rural
Industrial Parks (RIPA) in
the Gouthans by this FY
and added that the carpen-
ters, iron smith and others
associated with traditional
trade should be associated
with ‘Gouthans’. Rural

Industrial Parks should not
be purely based upon Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) and
here the activities be relat-
ed to industries viz. ‘Dal’,
‘haller mill’ and others.
Here the work of running
the industry be with a per-
son who is good in market-
ing skills and have the risk-
taking capacity and a go-
getter.

CM said that the propos-
als of hostels for OBC in the
district be sent at state-level
soon. Conducting review of
land compensation for land
acquisition for Korsi irriga-
tion project, he directed to

complete the same at the
earliest. CM speaking to of-
ficers said that there is no
new registration of benefi-
ciaries under Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojna (RGG-
BKMNY) and so the work of
option for new registration
in the scheme’s portal be
made at the earliest. The
persons involved in tradi-
tional trade that of black-
smith, carpenter, potters
and others who are eligible
should be associated with
RGGBKMNY. In the same
way he also instructed to
sort out pending cases relat-
ed to ‘patta’ distribution of
forest land and Revenue
land as well and for this the
software be re-started for
registration purpose. He
said that with not prepar-
ing of Mastar Plan in all the
Gram Panchayats in
Gariyaband district, the
land diversion is not possi-
ble and therefore he direct-
ed to prepare new Master
Plan soon.
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Reaches Gram
Damdam of Kotami
block in Pasan Range

Villagers put on the
alert

Entries invited till
December 9

Had withdrawal total of
Rs 2.10 lakh, Rs 1.20
lakh recovered

Using rented Debit card
were withdrawing cash
after making transac-
tions failed from SBI
ATMs

Total 120 debits cards
of different banks, four
mobiles seized

BCCI hands over
responsibility to CSCA 

To be held in Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh
Int’nl Cricket Stadium

Directs to complete
sanctioned construc-
tion works in Gouthans
early

Holds review of works
and schemes in
Gariyaband district

REMOVAL OF ENCROACHMENTS

RMC authorities are removing road-side encroachments in the form of small vendor
shops and road-side traders working for last many  years in order to solve the traffic
congestion and other problems.

HM Tamradhwaj Sahu, MLA Chhabra
gifted devp works worth lakhs

BBeemmeettaarraa,,  DDeecc  0077:: Chief guest
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Home
Minister and MLA Bemetara
Ashish Chhabra participated in
the dedication, and laying of
stone and farmers’ honour cere-
mony organized at Mohrenga
Gram Panchayat under
Vidhansabha constituency, here
on Tuesday.

The guests laid stone and
inaugurated construction work
of high school building at the
cost of Rs 67.50 lakh, construc-
tion work of farmer’s cottage Rs
13 lakh and laboratory room con-
struction work of Rs 7 lakh in
high school. MLA said that the
high school building in Mohrega
village was demanded long ago
by the people’s representatives
and the residents of the area,

there was a great need for a high
school with all facilities for the
study of the students of Mohrega
and nearby villages, facilitating
the study of the students. Now
this building has been built for,
HM urged students to study hard
and build their future, and
extended best wishes to all the
teachers, parents and students
on this occasion. The successful
Chief Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel believes and

has given a slogan for the cor-
rect vision of Chhattisgarh, say-
ing that to realize the vision of
‘Gardbo Nava Chhattisgarh’,
there is a need to bring revolu-
tion in the field of education as
fast as possible. The more and
more the new generation of
Chhattisgarh educates the youth
power, the faster the vision of
Gadbo Nava Chhattisgarh will be
realized, he added. The govern-
ment is running many schemes
in the field of education. State’s
successful Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel thinks that the
children of Chhattisgarh can get
better education through Swami
Atmanand Government English
and Hindi Medium schools so
that they can bring laurels to the
country including the state. 

CM lays stone for Incubation Center,
RIPA based on forest produce

Gariyaband, Dec 07: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today laid stone of the for-
est produce - based incuba-
tion center and rural indus-
trial park (RIPA) in the re-

mote forest zone of
Devbhog of the Gariyaband
district to further strength-
en the rural infrastructure.
He also approved the
amount of Rs. 7.42 cr for the
establishment of the rural
industrial park.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
this forest produce - based
park will prove to be a mile-
stone in the road to the eco-
nomic and social uplift-
ment of thousands of forest
produce collecting families
living in the forest zones.
On this occasion, the Food
Minister Amarjit Bhagat
was also present.

CM distributes cheques
to beneficiaries

Central Chronicle News

Brindanavagarh, Dec
07: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel reached
Pariabahra for Bhent-
Mulaqat and he distrib-
uted cheques of assistance
amount to the beneficiar-
ies of various beneficiary
oriented schemes.

The Chief Minister
started his Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan by garlanding the
portrait of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari. Farmer Krishna
Kumar Nag informed the
Chief Minister during
Bhent-Mulaqat that his
loan of Rs 50,000 had been

waived off. Paddy totaling
65 quintals has been sold.
Both the money saved
from the loan cancellation
and the money received
from the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana has
provided him a great deal
of relief.

Krishna Kumar Nag
stated that he purchased
three tractors to which he
is renting them out to gen-
erate income. The Women
Self Help Group’s Keshari
Sonwani informed CM
that her organisation had
made 359 quintals of ver-
micompost. With the
money she earned, she
purchased a pair of gold
earrings for herself.

Food Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat was also
present in the pro-
gramme.

Sharing and caring through virtual workshop
Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Dec 07: Under
the blissful guidance of Dr
Chetna Sharma, Principal
DAVPS Bacheli cum ARO-
CG-F- ZONE, the experi-
enced teachers of DAVPS
Bacheli, teaching classes
IX – XII conducted a virtu-
al workshop  for the sis-
ter- concern seven schools
of DAVMMPS.

The topics shared were
updated syllabus, deleted
portions, blueprints, time

management, weightage
of questions to be asked
especially  in the board
exams (X & XII), question
paper pattern etc..

The teacher delegates
of DAVMMPS CG- F
ZONE had a healthy in-
teractive session. The
teacher experts in a very

appealing manner
quenched the thirst and
the take aways for the
teacher delegates were
amazing.

The workshop ended
with a affirmative assur-
ance by the teacher dele-
gates of sharing the valu-
able inputs which they
collected with their stu-
dents so that they could
be benefitted and come
out with flying colours in
their upcoming board
exams. The entire ses-
sion was successfully co-
ordinated by
NadimParveen.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 07:
Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation,
Regional Office, Raipur,
Chhattisgarh organizes
‘Pension Adalat’ pro-
gramme for redressal of
the grievances received
from pensioners by the
Regional P.F.
Commissioner. The time
schedule of the pro-
gramme scheduled for
December 12th 2022 is
EPF Pensioner -11.00 am
to 01.00 pm at
Conference Hall, 1st
Floor, Bhawisyanidhi
Bhawan, Pandri, Raipur.
The concerned pension-

ers are requested to send
their specific grievance
on or before  December
11, 2022 positively
through postal mode or
by visiting office, super
scribing “Pension
Adalat” on the envelope.
It should also be noted
that the complete PF
Account number/ PPO
number and other nec-
essary and relevant
service details/particu-
lars along with available
documentary evidences
in support of the griev-
ance should explicitly be
mentioned/enclosed.
All the concerned are re-
quested to avail this op-
portunity.

DPS Raipur shines at INSEF
Raipur, Dec 07: It was a
proud moment for DPS,
Raipur when Anushk
Singh studying in class12
& Aradhita Arvelli study-
ing in class 11 won gold in
INSEF regionals and were
selected for the National
Round to be held at
Bengaluru soon. Their
project substantiated the
need for recycling kitchen
waste to create organic fer-
tilizers and pesticides and
hence received an over-
whelming response.

8 students represented
DPS, Raipur at INSEF of
which 5 stood out as ‘inno-
vators out of the blue.’
Surprisingly, Anushk, a
Biology student was sup-
ported by Aradhita, a
Humanities student in cre-
ating a Bio-fertilizer and a
Bio-pesticide out of the
leaves of pomegranate
which won them a gold
medal and stupendous ac-
colade. Next, Kavya

Jaiswal of Class 8th won
‘bronze’ as well as the
‘Popular Choice Award’
for devising a smart hel-
met. As if that was not
enough, Arnav Agrawal
and Rutupurna Dash
bagged the ‘Honourable

Mention Award’ for creat-
ing a super absorbent
polymer using fruit peels.
Moovika Sahu, Shashwat
Jain and Raunak
Dhingania also made their
presence felt with their
eco-friendly projects and

thus the team returned
with a triumphant smile
on their faces. For such a
pragmatic initiative, chil-
dren thanked their men-
tor, Mr. Abhishek
Chandrakarwho guided
the students and asserted
their trust in them which
of course brought results.

Blessing the young re-
searchers’ efforts,
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee tweeted,
“Their effort shall keep
the school’s glories pris-
tine forever.” Agreeing
with him, Pro Vice
Chairman, Baldeo Singh
Bhatia and senior mem-
bers, Vijay Shah and
Pukhraj Jain also compli-
mented the students as
‘Stewards of Future’ moti-
vating them to be persist-
ent in their conservation
aspect, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics
to achieve their altitude in
life.

Joint Parcel Booking
Services soon

Raipur, Dec 07: Railways
and Postal Department
would launch Joint Parcel
Booking Services for pro-
viding the facility to the
people to send Parcel from
their residences.

Above decision was
taken at the meeting of
senior officials from South
Eastern Central Railways
(SECR) Raipur Division
and Postal Department
here on Tuesday.

ED Strategy Planning &
Implementation of
Railway board GVL Satya
Kumar, DRM Sanjiv
Kumar, Senior DCM Dr
Vipin Vaishnav as well as
Chief Post Master General
of Chhattisgarh Circle
Vidhan Chandra Rai and

Director Postal  Services
Dinesh Mistry and others
were present.

Discussion was held on
the process through which
the people can book the
parcel from their resi-
dence itself and would no
longer need to reach
Railway Station for Parcel
Booking. Railway would
release a contact number
through which the people
can book their parcel.
Postal Department em-
ployees would collect the
Parcel from their resi-
dences and deposit to the
Railway Parcel Godown
for further transportation.
Same procedure would fol-
lowed at the time of deliv-
ery to the public. Joint
Parcel Delivery Service
charges would be fixed
soon on the basis of the es-
timate to be calculated to
deliver the parcel.

Registration of private health centres performing
ART and surrogacy procedure

Raipur, Dec 07: Health
centres performing proce-
dure for ART (Assisted
Reproductive Technology)
and surrogacy are being
registered under compli-
ance rules in the state.
Such health care centres
performing ART and sur-
rogacy procedure can
apply online in the
National Registry Portal
ART and Surrogacy for
registration.

Joint Director of ART
and Surrogacy-cum-PCP-
NDT (PC-PNDT Act) Dr

Prashant Srivastava said
that the applications re-
ceived in the ART and
Surrogacy portal are
being inspected by the
state and district level
team. If the application is
found eligible as per the
norms of the Act, registra-
tion is being done by the
state level appropriate au-
thority-cum-health direc-
tor.

Action will be taken as
per rules in case the cen-
tres working without reg-
istration are found guilty

of violating the act. To
avoid this type of action,
all such healthcare centres
which are working with-
out registration applica-
tion, should make sure to
het themselves registered
by applying online at
https://artsurrogacy.gov.i
n/National Art
Surrogacy/faces/HomePa
ge.xhtml. Dr Srivastava
told that it is mandatory
for all the applying organi-
zations to be registered
under Nursing Home Act
and PCPNDT Act.

Two-Day national seminar
cum workshop organized 

Bilaspur, Nov 07: A two-
day national seminar cum
workshop was organized
on 05 December 2022 at the
Department of Forestry,
Wildlife and Environment
Studies of Guru
Ghasidas Central
University with the inspi-
ration of the Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal. The in-
auguration of this pro-
gram was in the presence
of the first lady of the
University, Prof. Nilambari
Dave, in-charge Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Amit
Kumar Saxena and the
Registrar, Prof. Manish
Srivastava.

In this national semi-
nar cum workshop, re-
search papers were invited
from different institutions
of the country out of
which 41 research papers
were selected for presenta-
tion in the seminar. In this
programme, scientists,
professors, and subject ex-
perts working in reputed
institutions of the country
were invited, chief among
whom were Dr
A.K.Gangwar from
Regional Center for
Expertise on Education
and Sustainable

Development, Srinagar;
Prof.R K. Vajpayee,
Former Director, Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University, Raipur; Prof.
AK Sahoo Former Dean,
Thakur Chhedilal
Barrister Agriculture
College, Bilaspur; Senior
Prof. K. S. Rao, Delhi
University; Prof.
Manmohan J. Dobriyal,
Dean, Rani Laxmibai
Central Agriculture
University, Jhansi; Prof.
Jagdish Prasad, Principal
Scientist, National Bureau
of Soil Survey Nagpur, Dr.
G.B. Ramajinnailu, Center
for Sustainable
Agriculture, Telangana;
Dr. Deepika from Tropical
Forest Research Institute,
Jabalpur, and Anjali
Singhal and Siddharth
Gauraha, volunteers from

Isha Foundation Bilaspur
and Raipur presented their
lectures in the seminar. In
this program, the First
Lady of the university,
Prof. Nilambari Dave,
while speaking about the
universality of soil in her
address, stressed upon the
importance of soil in
human life. She expressed
her anxiety about the dete-
riorating quality of soil
and appealed to the youth
to conserve the soil. Also,
she appraised the students
about the movement start-
ed by Sadguru of Isha
foundation, the ‘Save the
Soil Movement” and also
started the stickers distri-
bution campaign. On this
occasion the University’s
In-charge Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Saxena spoke on the
theme of Soil Day 2022,

“Soils: Where food begins”.
The Registrar, Prof.
Srivastava spoke about the
process of soil formation
in his speech and pointed
out that it takes 500 years
for a layer of 1cm of soil to
get made. The special guest
of the program, Dr.
Gangwar ji talked about
the positive farming
method while Prof.
Vajpayee laid emphasis on
various efforts to keep the
soil healthy. On this occa-
sion, the Dean of the
Faculty of Natural
Resources, Prof. S..S.
Singh, while giving infor-
mation on the subject of
soil evolution, told that
while there was no soil
present on the Earth in the
beginning and that it took
4000 crore years for the soil
to come in this form, we
are spoiling this soil in a
matter of seconds. On this
o c c a s i o n , t h e
Coordinator of the pro-
gram, Prof. S. C. Tiwari ex-
pressed concern over the
decreasing carbon level in
the soil appraised about
the affirmative efforts and
the importance of scientif-
ic methods to increase
the carbon level in the soil.
Prof Tiwari also gave in-
formation on the subject of
carbon trading for increas-
ing the livelihood of the

farmers through maintain-
ing carbon stocks. During
the conference, the farmers
doing farming in tradition-
al and non-traditional way
are being invited and
trained on climate friendly
agriculture practices using
which farmers can en-
hance their livelihood by
improving the quality of
soil in their fields. On this
occasion, Adani Agro Tech
and Farmers Pride firm
displayed their products.

This National Seminar
cum Workshop was organ-
ized under the joint aegis
of Isha Foundation with
the assistance of Adani
Foundation and Prakash
Industries. Prof. S. S.
Dhuria, Professor of
Forestry, Wildlife and
Environment Science
Department, Head of the
Department, Prof. K. K.
Chandra, Dr. Bhavna Dixit,
Dr. Gunjan Patil and all the
professors and research
scholars of the department
played an active role in the
seminar. In the seminar-
cum-workshop, the Deans
of various faculties, heads
of departments, profes-
sors, and students were
present. The Organizing
Secretary, Dr. Garima
Tiwari anchored the na-
tional seminar cum 
workshop.
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For various govt’s
schemes during 
Bhent-Mulaqat

Railways and Postal
Department chalk out
strategy

In CU on World Soil Day

EPFO to organise ‘Pension
Adalat’ on Dec 12

Santosh Dubey

Raipur: Santosh
Dubey, R/o
B r a h m i n p a r a ,
( K h a r s u l w a l e ) ,
breathed his last here
on Wednesday. He was
67. The final rites were
performed at Marwari
crematorium. He was
President of Bajrang
Mandir, ex-President
Hind Sporting Ground
and father of Ruchir
Dubey.

OBITUARY

 Devbhog will be made a

Nagar Panchayat.

 Jhakharpara will be given

the statues of a sub-tehsil.

 Construction of a new

building of Devbhog Girls

Higher Secondary School

announced.

 Renovation of Devbhog’s

children’s school building

announced.

 Opening of a branch of

District Cooperative Rural

Bank in village Sinapali

announced.

 Construction of new com-

munity building in

Devbhog announced.

 Announcement of beauti-

fication of Kosta Muda

pond.

 Sanction of Rs 30 lakhs to

develop Rishi waterfall as

tourism destination

announced.

 Construction of high-level

bridge at Beladdnala.

 Announcement to name

Sardapur ITI after Amar

Shaheed Bhojram Tandi.

 Announcement of con-

struction of bridge in vil-

lage Moongia and

Jhakharpara

Announcements made by CM in Deobhog



Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 07: The
66th Mahaparinirvan
Divas of Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar was
celebrated under the aegis
of Adarsh Buddhist
Mahasabha Nagsen
Buddhist Vihar. The follow-
ers celebrated the start of
the day, garlanding the por-
traits of Tathagat Gautam
Buddha and Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar.
Collective worship was
done by reciting the
Paritran and fruits were
distributed to the patients
at Dongargarh Community
Health Center.

In the program organized
by the Mahasabha, wreaths
were placed on the statue of
Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar located at the
Tehsil office and tributes

were paid by the wor-
shipers and students by
lighting the lamp.
Addressing the program,
Dhamma Guru Bhadant
Nagaratna Bhadant
Anand Bodhi told the peo-
ple present about the sacri-
fice of Baba Saheb and
talked about learning from
his struggles. He said that
Buddhism teaches com-
passion and friendship.
President of the society
Munnalal Nandeshwar
while addressing the pro-
gram said that Baba Saheb
told us to take education
because education is the
milk of a lioness, whoever
drinks it will roar and
propagate the true society.
The program was also ad-
dressed by Amitabh
Dufare, Ashish Dongre,
Umesh Hathel and present
were City President of

Congress Sanjeev Gomasta,
Sandhya Deshpande,
Harish Bhandari, Anil
Sahare, Kiran Meshram,
Yogesh Chaure, Councilor
Anita Lokesh Indulkar,

Maya Bhaskar, Garibdas
Gadpayale, Rajkumar
Nandeshwar, Mukesh
Ramteke, Shubham
Tembulkar and many 
others.

Mahaparinirvan Diwas of Tathagat
Gautam Buddha celebrated 
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Baikunthpur, Dec 07: The
pending amount recovery
proceedings will be com-
pleted soon in the social
audit of Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MNREGA) in all
district panchayats of undi-
vided Koriya district.

For this, District
Panchayat CEO Smt.
Namrata Jain has issued a
letter to all the sub-divi-
sional officers and instruct-
ed them to complete the re-
covery proceedings and
said that under MNREGA,
employment is being pro-
vided to unskilled laborers
in employment-oriented

works in rural areas of all
five development blocks.
Under the MNREGA
scheme, social audit is done
for every work done in the
Gram Panchayats as per
the provisions and social
audit has been done of all
MNREGA works done till
now from the last financial
year 2015-2016 to 2021.
Giving detailed informa-
tion about these cases of so-
cial audit, District
Panchayat CEO Smt.

Namrata Jain said a total of
236 cases are now pending
for recovery, out of which
maximum 93 cases are re-
lated to Baikunthpur
Janpad Panchayat, in these
cases Rs 29 lakh 73 thou-
sand 282 is to be recovered.

Similarly, Rs 3 lakh 26
thousand 735 is pending for
recovery under 38 cases in
Sonhat area. Total Rs 20
lakh 75 thousand 537 in 36
cases under Podi area, Rs
21 lakh 78 thousand 949 in

53 cases in Khadagwa de-
velopment block, Rs 12 lakh
23 thousand 667 from 14
cases in Bharatpur develop-
ment block and Rs 3 from 2
cases under Manendragarh
development block. In all
the district panchayats of
district Korea and MCB, in-
structions have also been
issued to settle these cases
taken out under MNREGA
at the earliest and to inform
the district panchayat of-
fice about its progress.
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Geedam/Dantewada, Dec 07:
District Level Youth
Festival for the year 2022-23
was organised by District
Sports and Youth Welfare
Department, Dantewada
in collaboration with
District Education
Department Dantewada,
on Dec 4 and 5  on the or-
ders of the Sports and
Youth Welfare
Department, Government
of Chhattisgarh, Raipur at
Auditorium, Education
City Jawanga, Geedam
with great enthusiasm.

Chief Guest was
District Panchayat
President Tulika Karma,
Special Guests was
Jawanga Gram Panchayat
former Sarpanch Bomda
Ram Kovasi, social worker
Ravish Surana attended
the closing ceremony and
they said that youth have

an important role in the
progress of Dantewada
district, such as education,
sports and art.
Participation of the youth
in arts, culture, rural de-
velopment and many
trainings is a step for bet-
ter development of the
Chhattisgarh.

District Sports Officer
and Deputy Collector
Shivnath Baghel, Geedam
Janpad Panchayat Chief
Executive Officer Anil
Bhatia, Geedam Block
Education Officer Sheikh
Rafiq, Katekalyan BEO
Pushkar Verma, Assistant
Block Education Officer
Geedam Bhavani Punem,
ABEO Ram Milan Rawate,
Block Resource
Coordinator Geedam
Jitendra Sharma,

Katekalyan BRC Pramod
Karma, BRC Kuwakonda
Ram Kumar Mahanti,
BMC Geedam Anil
Sharma said that despite
Dantewada district being
a very sensitive, the youth
gave excellent perform-
ance with their skills, due
to which every citizen of
the district is proud of
their culture and progress.

In various competitions,
senior teachers Rakesh
Mishra, Rajneesh Oswal,
Sumitra Sori, Amujuri
Biswanath, Mukesh
Kashyap, Ajay Singh,
Pawan Kashyap, Barkha
Nag, Poonam Thakur took
the charge of jury and de-
clared the list of winners
impartially. An intellectu-
al, sports, various tradi-
tional and classical cultur-

al competitions were or-
ganized in 15-40 years and
above 40 years for women
and men categories.

As many as 472 youths
from Dantewada, Geedam,
Katekalyan and Kuakonda
blocks participated in 38
disciplines. The first win-
ner of each category was
given 1500 cash prize and
trophy and the second
winner was given 1000
cash prize. In the District
Level Youth Festival,
Geedam block got overall
champion with maximum
number of winners.

Cluster Coordinator
Jitendra Chauhan and
Superintendent Pramod
Karma managed the pro-
gram with the melodious
speech smoothly. Principal
Kailash Neelam, Jitendra
Yadav, Seeta Singh,
Superintendents Prabha
Yalam, Ravi Prakash
Thakur, Sushma Das,
Narayan Sahu, Mahendra
Mandvi, Gautam Dhruv,
Prakash Gupta, Laxman
Sahu, All Cluster
Coordinators welcomed the
guests and grandly organ-
ized the program. Teacher
Mithleshwar Jain per-
formed pleasant music
with his voice, the youth
danced enthusiastically
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Koriya, Dec 07: Paddy
procurement is operating
smoothly in the district
and smooth arrangements
from procurement to lift-
ing of paddy have been
made by the administra-
tion. In this series, the ad-
ministrative team under
the guidance of District

Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh is also vigilantly
keeping an eye on illegal
paddy storage and trans-
portation and is also tak-
ing appropriate action, as
per requisite.

As per information, 101
bags of illegal paddy have
been seized from the ware-
house of grocery shop
businessman Sant Kumar

Sahu of village Barpara
by Tehsildar Baikunthpur
and team.

Under the guidance of
Collector Mr. Langeh, the
work of paddy purchase
on support price is being
conducted smoothly in the
district and till December
06, 1,26,180 quintals of
paddy has been sold by
3228 farmers in 20 procure-

ment centers of the dis-
trict.

The smooth system of
paddy lifting is the result
that 56 percent paddy has
been lifted in the district
as compared to the paddy
procured so far and
Millers have lifted
71,798.80 quintals of paddy
from all the procurement
centers of the district.

The entire system is
being closely monitored so
that farmers do not face
any kind of problem in
selling paddy and suffi-
cient quantity of gunny
bags are available in all
the procurement centres.

Continuous inspection
is also being done by the
nodal officers appointed
for investigation and ac-
tion is also being taken on
non-standard paddy.

Avdhoot Lord Ram’s ‘Mahanirvan diwas’ held
Central Chronicle News

Sheorinarayan, Dec 07:
The 'Mahanirvan Diwas'
of Shri Ram was observed
in Gram Jigana with great
enthusiasm with the bless-
ings of founder of Aghor
Peeth Ashram -
Aaghoreshwar Sant Shri
Priyadarshi Ramji of
Banora (Raigarh) here on
Nov 29. Aghoreshwar Sant
with his religious dis-
course urged the people to
help the poor and needy
and adopt a lifestyle free
from alcohol or any other
intoxicants. In the end he
sought peace and prosperi-
ty for all and concluded
the discourse.

In this programme,
Rajendra Singh, Ravi
Prakash Singh,

Radheshyam Singh,
Satyasagar Singh,
Gudari Singh, and
from Gharouli-
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Raigarh- Puneetsav,
Vinit Agrawal,
Anant Sharma,
Durgesh Soni,
Santosh Pandey, and
f r o m
Sherorinarayan -
Hemant Sharma,
from Delhi- Bablu
Singh; from
M u z a f f a r p u r _
Dhananjay Singh;
Dinesh Singh from
Kolkata; Ashish
C h o u b e y f r o m
Hyderabad; Rjendra
S i n g h f r o m
Ambikapur and
Sudama singh from
Bhopal were present.

Central Chronicle News

Berla, Dec 07: The lane in
ward No. 11 of the city has
turned into muddy terrain
and it is posing problems
to lots of people in Gram
Panchayat Saldha of
Janpad Panchayat Berla.
At the same time with no
drainage facility, daily the
stale water from drain
overflows into the lane and
emits awful smell, making
it different for nearby resi-
dents to live peacefully.

On this issue the Gram
Panchayat's Sarpanch-
Bedin Bai Sahu was ap-
prised many a times, but

till date no solution has
been presented. Despite
the Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Saldha and
public representatives of
the region, the problems of

the residents are being ig-
nored.

With muddy terrain and
damp atmosphere, it is giv-
ing rise to mosquitoes,
flies menace and becom-

ing a source of origin of
communicable disease. Set
aside this there are re-
ports of Scorpio or small
snakes entering the hous-
es of nearby residents.
Even after complaining it
to the Sarpanch and other
public representatives, no
action has been taken till
date and it seems they are
waiting for some major ca-
sualty, that some action
may be taken.

Misfortune of Congress that Rajim
is not made a district: Sahu 
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Rajim, Dec 07: Seeing the
displeasure of the people
of the area for not making
Rajim a district by the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, district panchayat
member Rohit Sahu has
alleged the Congress of
not taking initiatives to
make the region a district.

Sahu alleged that, when-

ever the Chief Minister
reaches Rajim or on his
stay in the district, he al-
leged that MLA Amitesh
Shukla never kept his
point and did not utter a
word regarding making
Rajim a district.

He further said that the
entire Rajim Vidhan
Sabha took him from the
capital Raipur, Bhopal to
Delhi and kept silent in

making the same Rajim a
district.

A delegation compris-
ing former District
President Raghoba
Mahadik, Rajim Bhaktin
Mandir Committee
President Lala Sahu, for-
mer President Mahendra
Sahu, Advocates
Association's Himanshu
Dubey, Radhoba Mahadik
Rekha Jitendra Sonkar

Dilip Sahu and many oth-
ers had agreed to advocate
the need to make Rajim a
district.

Sahu also has demanded
CT Scan, Sonography, MRI
in Community Health
Center of Rajim,
Fingeshwar, Gariaband,
Chhura, so that people of
the region don't have to
spend thousands of rupees
in getting them treated.

Ward corporator lays
stone for road, drainage
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Berla, Dec 07: The resi-

dents of ward No. 4 of
Berla Nagar Panchayat
were facing lots of prob-

lems due to lack of road
facility. In view of this the
denizens of city raised de-

mand for an early 
solution.

It was on initiative by
the ward Corporator
Shivjhadi Sinha that
stone was laid for start of
construction of road and
drainage in Pragatisheel
ward no. 4 of Nagar
Panchayat Berla.

On this occasion Nagar
Panchayat President
Rasbihari Kurre, V-P
Bharat Bhushan Sahu,
leader of Oppn Manak
Chaturvedi, Engineer
Mayank Rathore, Prem
Rajput, Leelaram
Daharia, contractor
Amber Sahu, Sukhend
Bhanja and ward resi-
dents were present in
large number.
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 To residents of ward
No. 11 of Gram Saldha

In ward No. 4 after demand by ward residents

‘Lack of proper road, drainage posing problems’

2. Gram Panchayat

Saldha- Bedin Sahu
In his regard Gram Panchayat
Saldha Beind Sahu informed
that apart from entering the
lanes of wad No. 11, there are
other two lanes also which
are in dilapidated condition.
The villagers informed that
they have urged for early
solution from Bemetara MLA
Ashish Chabda.

1. Snakes, Scorpios have entered many times:
In ward No. 11 of Gram Panchayat Saldha, Panch Tuman Sahu said

that apart from being a 'Panch', he is also a resident of the ward and
informed that he is having young children in the house. With water
and muddy terrain in front of this house, there is always fear of
snakes or scorpios entering his house. Set aside this so far many
snakes have entered Tuman's house and added that even after infor-
mation to the Sarpanch many times, it is falling on deaf ears.

SDM to recover from 236 social
audit cases of MNREGA

Action continues on illegal paddy under Collector

Geedam block gets overall champion
In District Level Youth
Festival 2022

472 youths from
Dantewada, Geedam,
Katekalyan and
Kuakonda blocks partic-
ipated in an intellectual,
sports and cultural 38
disciplines
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Odisha school in soup after classroom
door used as blackboard substitute

Jajpur (Odisha), Dec 7 (PTI) 

A government high
school in Odisha has
landed in controversy,
after a purported video
showing the door of a
classroom being used as
substitute for blackboard
became viral on social
media.

The incident came to
the fore on Tuesday, when
a teacher of the school
was seen writing exam
questions on the door of
the classroom, in the
video.

PTI could not independ-
ently verify the authentic-
ity of the video.

“We were made to sit
for some time as the
teachers did not provide
us question papers for the
examination. Later, a
teacher wrote the ques-
tions on the door of the
classroom,” a student of
Class 8 said.

Pravat Moharana, the
father of a student, al-
leged that the classroom
door is used as a black-
board throughout the
year.

Jajpur DEO-cum
Project Director of
Samagra Shiksha said a
show-cause notice has

been issued to the school.
“We have served a

show-cause notice to the
headmistress of the
school for dereliction of
duty, and asked her to
reply within three days
failing which necessary
action will be initiated,”
he said.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Headmistress of the
Hingula Government
High School Saraswati
Panda said the institution
did not receive question
papers from the Sarva
Sikhya Abhiyan.

“We have two smart
classrooms. As the school
has more than 400 stu-
dents from classes 1-8,
who are appearing for the
examination, we made ad-
justments for sitting
arrangements in all the
rooms.

“Since the school build-
ing does not have black-
boards, we had to write
the questions on the class-
room door,” Panda said.

The school, situated
near Antia village in the
district, was last year up-
graded under the 5T’ ini-
tiative that aims to devel-
op infrastructure in edu-
cational institutions, offi-
cials said.

Police summons suspended
IAS officers accused of voter

data theft by pvt firm
Bengaluru, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Two Indian
Administrative Services
(IAS) officers, suspended
in connection with the al-
leged voter data theft by a
private firm, have been
summoned, a police offi-
cer said on Wednesday.

According to the officer,
K Srinivas and S
Rangappa were asked to
depose before the investi-
gating officer today.

However, they have
sought a week’s time to ap-
pear for questioning, he
added.

Srinivas was the deputy
commissioner of
Bengaluru Urban District,
and Rangappa was the
Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike, who
also served as the
Additional District
Election Officer, when the
alleged electoral data theft
took place.

They were suspended on
November 26 as they were
in-charge of those con-
stituencies which alleged-
ly saw large-scale election
data fraud.

The Election
Commission had ordered

reviewing the addition
and deletion in the elec-
toral roll in Shivaji Nagar,
Chickpet and
Mahadevapura Assembly
segments.

The investigation would
also cover Chilume
Educational Cultural and
Rural Development
Institute (Chilume), which
is at the centre of contro-
versy.

“We will probe whether
it is a trust or a firm,” the
police officer said.

The Chilume Trust had
allegedly got permission
from the BBMP for voter
awareness drive free of
cost’.

The Congress has
charged the Trust with ap-
pointing a large number of
Block-level Officers
(BLOs), which usually
should be done by the gov-
ernment, and issuing iden-
tity cards to them.

The BLOs then conduct-
ed a door-to-door survey of
voters using their BLO
identity card, the party
had alleged.

Congress further said
the Trust sub-leased’ its
job to some other agencies
as well.

Kerala govt releases revised
action plan on climate change
Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Kerala is very vulnera-
ble to climate induced dis-
asters owing to its geo-
graphical location and
therefore, the government
has come out with a re-
vised action plan on deal-
ing with climate change,
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said here on
Wednesday.

Vijayan, speaking at the
India Climate and
Development Partners’
Meet held here, said cli-
mate change was fast be-
coming one of the biggest
threats to mankind and
environment, and it has
become imperative that all
stakeholders come togeth-
er to tackle the issue.

As a step in that direc-
tion, the southern state
has come out with a re-
vised action plan on cli-
mate change, he said.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that the southern
state was a front-runner
among the major states of
the country in taking a
lead on carbon neutrality
and its efforts have also
been recognised by the

NITI Aayog in its State
Energy and Climate Index
(SECI).

He also spoke about the
various initiatives, strate-
gies, policies and plans the
government has formulat-
ed to ensure Kerala
achieves the aim of be-
coming 100 per cent re-
newable energy based by
2040 and net carbon neu-
tral by 2050.

“Kerala aspires to be-
come a 100 per cent renew-
able energy based state by
2040 and a net carbon neu-
tral by 2050. We have taken
several path breaking ini-
tiatives to pave the way for
an inclusive and sustain-
able development strategy
that is sensitive to climate
change,” Vijayan said at
the event where he
launched the state’s re-
vised action plan on cli-
mate change.

He said the updated ac-
tion plan focuses on adapt-
ing to climate changes and
prioritising interventions
to enhance resilience of
vulnerable communities
against climate induced
hazards.

The Chief Minister fur-

ther said that “due to its
geographical location,
Kerala is highly vulnera-
ble to climate change in-
duced disasters and
calamities”.

“Therefore, building dis-
aster resilient infrastruc-
ture and strengthening in-
stitutional mechanisms
for better disaster respons-
es and raising incomes to
bolster capabilities of in-
dividuals and communi-
ties to adapt to local im-
pacts of climate change
are important,” he said.

This approach needs fo-
cused state interventions,
international cooperation
and multilateral initia-
tives and platforms, the
Chief Minister said,
adding that the Rebuild
Kerala Initiative (RKI)
plays a crucial role in this.

Vijayan said RKI has not
only been working to ad-
dress climate change risks
and strengthen prepared-
ness against future disas-
ters, it also facilitates and
monitors disaster and cli-
mate resilience projects
worth Rs 8,196 crore
across multiple sectors
and departments.

907 deaths due to lightning
this year: Minister 

New Delhi, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Lightning incidents have
caused the most deaths 907 so
far this year, the government
told the Lok Sabha on
Wednesday as it tabled the de-
tails about casualties due to
disastrous weather events.
According to information
given by Earth Sciences
Minister Jitendra Singh in a
written reply in the Lok
Sabha, disastrous weather
events have caused 2,183
deaths across the country
this year. Lightning was the
cause of 907 deaths, followed
by floods and heavy rains (804
deaths), thunderstorms (371),
snowfall (37), heatwave (30),
dust storm (22), gale (10), and
one death each due to cold
wave and squall. There were
zero deaths due to cyclonic

storms this year, Singh said.
He said the country had

witnessed 566 lightning
events, 240 thunderstorms, 37
heatwave events, eight in-
stances of gale winds and
seven snowfall events.

Singh said the India
Meteorological Department
has launched Mausam App
for dissemination of informa-
tion about weather forecasts,
Meghdoot App for circulation
of Agromet advisories and
Damini App for issuing light-
ning alerts.

In a reply to a separate
question, Singh said though
there has been a noteworthy
decrease in the death toll due
to cyclones in recent years,
containing damage and eco-
nomic loss associated with
the weather event was still a
challenge.

HC orders audit of Tiruchendur
temple properties to ascertain

‘nature of encroachment’
Madurai, Dec 7 (PTI) 

The Madras High Court
on Wednesday directed
authorities concerned to
undertake a comprehen-
sive survey of temple
properties in and around
the famous Tiruchendur
Lord Muruga shrine in
Tuticorin and ascertain
“the nature of encroach-
ment” of the same.

If there is any en-
croachment, immediate
action shall be resorted
to, said a Division Bench
of Justices R Mahadevan
and J Sathya Narayana
Prasad.

The court was hearing
a petition on the alleged
illegal sale of a property
belonging to the

Arulmigu Subramaniya
Swamy Temple in
Tiruchendur.

“...this court deems it
appropriate to direct the
respondent authorities to
undertake a comprehen-
sive survey and/or audit
of the temple properties
in and around
Tiruchendur Temple and
ascertain the nature of
encroachment and/or
alienation of the same,”
the Bench said

“If there is any en-
croachment, immediate
action shall be resorted to
by invoking section 78 of
the HR&CE Act, after af-
fording due opportunity
of hearing to all the inter-
ested parties,” the Bench
ruled.

Delhi riots: Court to pass order on Umar
Khalid’s interim bail plea on Dec 12

New Delhi, Dec 7 (PTI) 

A Delhi court on
Wednesday reserved its
verdict on an interim bail
plea of former JNU stu-
dent Umar Khalid who is
an accused in a 2020 north-
east Delhi riots case.

Khalid has moved the
plea seeking two-week in-
terim bail for his sister’s
marriage.

Additional Sessions
Judge Amitabh Rawat will
pass the order on
December 12.

During the hearing,
counsel for Khalid cited
various judgments where
the accused booked under
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA)
were granted interim bail.

However, opposing the
bail plea, Special Public
Prosecutor Amit Prasad
said that most of the judg-
ments which were relied
upon were not relevant as
they were not for the grant
of interim bail, rather
they were for the grant of
custody parole or interim
custody bail because of
the peculiar circum-
stances involved.

“The cases relied upon
where interim bail was
granted were (because of)
very exceptional circum-
stances and such circum-
stances do not exist here,”
he said

Prasad said Asif Iqbal
Tanha (an accused under
UAPA) was granted inter-
im custody bail for appear-

ing in an exam, while
Natasha Narwal (another
UAPA accused) was grant-
ed interim bail on the
grounds that she was the
only person to perform the
last rites of her father.

He further opposed the
bail plea on the ground
that Khalid’s application
had mentioned three dates
for the marriage ceremo-
ny, i.e, from December 26-
28, but the bail was sought
for 14 days, from
December 20 to January 3.

“There is thus no
ground for grant of inter-
im bail With regards to the
admitted position in the
application, an extraordi-
nary demand has been
raised “ the special public
prosecutor said.

Fadnavis briefs Amit Shah on
Maha-Karnataka boundary dispute
Mumbai, Dec 7 (PTI) 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Wednesday
said he spoke to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
and apprised him about de-
velopments related to the
boundary dispute with
Karnataka over the last
one week, a period marked
by war of words between
leaders of the two neigh-
bouring states, attacks on
vehicles and protests by ac-
tivists. A statement from
Fadnavis’s office said Shah
patiently heard the Deputy
Chief Minister’s views on
Maharashtra’s stand on

the decades-old boundary
dispute which has flared
up in the last few days,
leading to tension in bor-
der areas.

Fadnavis also apprised
Shah about his telephone
conversation with
Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Tuesday.

The deputy CM spoke to
Bommai following attacks
on vehicles from
Maharashtra entering
Karnataka in the adjoin-
ing state’s border district
of Belagavi.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) president Raj

Thackeray said the bound-
ary dispute should be re-
solved amicably through
talks. The bond between
people of Maharashtra
and Karnataka is very
strong and they have fami-
ly deities on either side of
the border, Thackeray said
in a statement.

The border issue is
being raked up with an eye
on the 2023 Karnataka
Assembly polls and
Maharashtra is being tar-
geted, he said.

“ S u d d e n l y
Maharashtra’s border
areas are being claimed
(by Karnataka) and this is
not a simple matter.

Someone is deliberately
raking up the issue from
the Karnataka side. The
Maharashtra government
should find out who is de-
liberately fanning senti-
ments here. The
Karnataka chief minister
should not make provoca-
tive statements,” said the
MNS leader.

The decades-old border
dispute between the two
states flared up and spilled
onto roads on Tuesday
with stones being hurled at
vehicles entering
Karnataka from the
Maharashtra side near a
toll booth at Hirebaugwadi
in Belagavi district.

Bihar uses Internet of Things to monitor
functioning of potable water supply scheme
Patna, Dec 7 (PTI)

The Bihar administra-
tion has installed sensor-
based ‘Internet of Things’
(IoT) devices in 30 districts
to ensure uninterrupted
potable water supply in
rural areas under a state
government scheme, an of-
ficial said on Wednesday.

IoT is a network of phys-
ical objects that can ex-
change data with other de-
vices and systems over the
internet. These devices
range from ordinary
household objects to com-
plex industrial tools.

“The department has in-
stalled IoT devices to mon-
itor Har Ghar Nal Ka Jal
project in 50,384 wards in
rural areas in the state in
a very short span of time,”

Mihir Kumar Singh,
Principal Secretary,
Panchayati Raj depart-
ment, told PTI.

Under the scheme, the
state government is sup-
plying “adequate and
safe” potable water to
more than 1.65 crore
households in the state.

They are being provided
with 70 litre per capita per
day of water which is
higher than that mandat-
ed under norms of the
union government, Singh
said. The IoT devices, in-
stalled in water towers,
allow officials to monitor
functioning of motorised
pumps. The devices also
detect wastage or exces-
sive use of water by peo-
ple. The department allo-
cates funds to the gram

panchayats for implemen-
tation of the tap water
supply schemes in vil-
lages.

“The IoT-based remote
monitoring provides real-
time information without
any manual intervention.
This allows effective mon-
itoring and management
of the water supply
scheme on the ground,”
said a senior official asso-
ciated with setting up the
IoT devices.

The department has in-
stalled IoT devices in 4,490
wards of East Champaran
district, followed by
Samastipur (3,837), Saran
(3,759), Darbhanga (3,581),
Patna (3,055), Gaya (2,991),
Vaishali (2,859), and
Gopalganj (2,831) and
other districts.

JOB ASPIRANTS

Aspirants come out of an exam centre after appearing for the Police Sub Inspector

exam conducted by J&K Services Selection Board, in Jammu, Wednesday.

CULTURAL EVENT

G20 Sherpas arrive to attend a cultural programme organised for them, in Ranakpur, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Litigants inconvenienced 
 Kolkata: Litigants

were left in limbo on
Wednesday as normal
work was affected
owing to a ceasework
at the Calcutta High
Court by officers and
other employees, de-
manding finalisation
of the special pay com-
mission. The joint
forum of six associa-
tions of officers and
employees is also de-
manding grant of ar-
rear of high court al-
lowance from January
1, 2020, instead of
December 1, 2021,
from which it has
been allowed. Some
litigants, a section of
whom came from far-
off districts for hear-
ing of their cases,
were left in the lurch
as several matters
could not be heard by
the judges, owing to
absence of a good per-
centage of officers
and staff.

Political advisor
 Srinagar: National

Conference Vice-
President and former
Jammu and Kashmir
chief minister Omar
Abdullah on
Wednesday appointed
Mudassar Shahmiri
as his political advi-
sor. “JKNC Vice-
President Omar
Abdullah appointed
Mudassar Shahmiri
as his political advi-
sor. The vice-president
thanked the outgoing
political advisor
Tanvir Sadiq for his
services and wished
him luck for his new
assigned roles,” the
National Conference
said in a tweet. Sadiq
was appointed the
party’s chief
spokesperson earlier
this year.

Student robbed
 Pune: A 21-year-old

MBBS student was
beaten up, stripped,
and robbed by three
people on the out-
skirts of Baramati
city in Pune district of
Maharashtra, police
said on Wednesday. All
the accused were ar-
rested. The incident
occurred on Sunday
evening when the stu-
dent was on his way to
a market in Baramati
from his hostel, an of-
ficial said. “One per-
son came on a motor-
cycle and abused the
complainant, He
snatched Rs 15,000
from him. When the
student tried to resist,
he started beating
him,” said a police of-
ficer from Baramati.

Padampur by-poll 
 Bhubaneswar: All

arrangements are
ready for smooth and
transparent counting
of votes cast in the
December 5 Padampur
by-poll in Odisha, state
Chief Electoral Office
(CEO) S K Lohani said.
Tight security is in
place for the counting
at RMC yard near the
Padampur sub-collec-
tor’s office and trained
officials have been en-
gaged for the work, he
said. The counting of
postal votes will start
at 8 am and that in 319
polling booths of the
constituency from 8.30
AM. The entire
process is likely to be
completed by evening,
he said.

Police personnel investi-
gate after locals spotted
an ‘unknown’ balloon
hovering in the sky, in
Vikarabad district,
Wednesday. Later, it was
clarified that is a re-
search balloon and was
sent by the National
Balloon Facility (NBF).



CAMILLA SPEAKS TO GUESTS

Britain’s Camilla, Queen Consort, speaks to guests during a Diplomatic Corps reception at Buckingham Palace in London.
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Beijing, Dec 07 (AP):

China’s imports and ex-
ports shrank in
November under pressure
from weakening global de-
mand and anti-virus con-
trols at home.

Exports sank 9 per cent
from a year ago to USD
296.1 billion, worsening
from October’s 0.9 per
cent decline, customs
data showed Wednesday.
Imports fell 10.9 per cent
to USD 226.2 billion, down
from the previous
month’s 0.7 per cent re-
treat in a sign of a deep-
ening Chinese economic
slowdown.

The country’s global

trade surplus narrowed
by 2.5 per cent from a
year earlier to USD 69.9
billion.

Trade had been fore-
cast to weaken as global
demand cooled following
interest rate hikes by the
Federal Reserve and cen-
tral banks in Europe and
Asia to rein in surging in-
flation.

Chinese consumer de-
mand has been hurt by a
“zero-COVID” strategy
that shuts down large sec-
tions of cities to contain
virus outbreaks. That has
disrupted business and
confined millions of peo-
ple to their homes for
weeks at a time.

China trade shrinks amid virus
pressure, interest rate hikes

Bangdung, Dec 07 (AP):

A man blew himself up
on Wednesday at a police
station on Indonesia’s
main island of Java in
what appeared to be the
latest in a string of sui-
cide attacks in the
world’s most populous
Muslim nation.

Bandung City Police
Chief Aswin Sipayung
said a man entered the
Astana Anyar police sta-
tion with a motorcycle
and detonated explo-
sives as police were lin-
ing up for morning as-
sembly.

West Java Police
spokesperson Ibrahim
Tompo said the man was
entering the station
when he detonated his
explosive, instantly
killing himself and an
officer. He said six other
officers and a civilian
were rushed to a nearby
hospital with injuries.

Police are still investi-
gating the attack in West
Java’s Bandung city and

whether the man, who
has not been identified,
had links to radical

groups.
A video that circulat-

ed on social media

showed body parts scat-
tered near the damaged
lobby of the police sta-
tion. Television reports
showed white smoke bil-
lowing from the building
and people running in
panic subsequent to a
loud bang.

Indonesia has battled
militants since bombings
on the resort island of
Bali in 2002 killed 202 peo-
ple, mostly foreign
tourists. Attacks aimed at
foreigners have largely
been replaced in recent
years with smaller, less
deadly strikes targeting
the government, police
and anti-terrorism forces
and people who militants
consider infidels.

Bombing at Indonesian police station kills officer, hurts 7

Islamabad, Dec 07 (AP):

Afghan girls will be al-
lowed to take their high
school graduation exams
this week, an official and
documents from the Taliban
government indicated on

Tuesday even though they
have been banned from
classrooms since the former
insurgents took over the
country last year.

According to two docu-
ments from the Taliban
ministry of education, ob-

tained by The Associated
Press, the decision applies to
31 out of Afghanistan’s 34
provinces where the winter
school break starts in late
December.

Ehsanullah Kitab, head of
the Kabul education depart-
ment, said the exams would
take place on Wednesday.

He provided no other de-
tails and it was not clear
how many teenage girls
would be able to take the
exam.

One of the documents,
from the Kabul education
department, said the
exams would last from 10
am to 1 pm.

A second document,
signed by Habibullah
Agha, the education minis-
ter who took office in
September, said the tests
would be held in 31 Afghan

provinces.
The three excluded

provinces Kandahar,
Helmand and Nimroz have a
different timetable for the
school year and high school
graduation exams typically
take place there later.

“This is ridiculous,” said
18-year-old Najela from
Kabul, giving only her first
name for fear of reprisals.
She would now be in twelfth
grade and eligible for the
exam. “We spent a whole

year under tension and
stress and haven’t read a
single page of our text-
books.”

“How can we possibly
take an exam after a year
and a half that the Taliban
have kept school doors
closed,” she added. The
Taliban overran
Afghanistan in August 2021
as US and NATO forces were
in the final weeks of their
pullout from the country
after 20 years of war.

Taliban allow high school graduation exams for Afghan girls

Barcelona, Dec 07 (AP):

Two passenger trains
taking commuters to the
city of Barcelona collided
early on Wednesday, injur-
ing more than 150 people,
though none seriously,

Spanish officials said.
Emergency services

said medics tended to 155
people on site, with 39 later
taken to medical centres
for further treatment. The
reported injuries were
limited to knocks and

bruises. The collision oc-
curred near Montcada i
Reixac, a town 30 minutes
north of Barcelona.

Many people make the
daily commute from the
town and others nearby to
Spain’s second largest city
to work each day. Spanish
Civil Protection said one
train was stopped when
the second train failed to
brake on time and ran into
it from behind at around 8
am. A total of about 800
passengers were on the
two trains. Firefighters
said nobody was trapped.
Transport Minister
Raquel S nchez said the
causes of the incident
were being investigated.

Train collision in Spain hurts
155, no serious injuries

Washington, Dec 07 (PTI):

India is home to a great
diversity of faiths and the
Biden administration will
continue to encourage it to
uphold its commitments to
protect religious freedom
for all, a top US official has
said, days after America
designated 12 countries,
including China and
Pakistan, as “countries of
particular concern”.

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken on Friday
designated 12 countries,
including China, Pakistan
and Myanmar, as “coun-
tries of particular con-
cern” for the current sta-
tus of religious freedom in
these nations. He said
around the world, govern-
ments and non-state actors
harass, threaten, jail, and
even kill individuals on ac-
count of their beliefs.

Responding to a ques-
tion on why India was not
designated by the US gov-
ernment as a Country of
Particular Concern on the
issue of human rights,

State Department
Spokesperson Ned Price
said that India was the
world’s largest democracy
and home to a great diver-
sity of faiths.

“Our annual report on
international religious
freedom outlines some of
the concerns we’ve taken
note of when it comes to
India. We continue to care-
fully monitor the religious
freedom situation in all
countries and that in-
cludes India,” Price told
reporters here on Tuesday.

The Biden administra-

tion will continue to en-
courage the Indian gov-
ernment to uphold its
commitments to protect
religious freedom for all,
he said.

“We engage officials reg-
ularly on steps they can
take to advance religious
freedom. As the world’s
two largest democracies,
the United States and
India, are also committed
to an enduring project,” he
said.

This is the project that
Secretary Blinken spoke
to previously. The project

that as our founders put it,
of striving to form a more
perfect union. This is a
project for both of our
countries, Price said.

“We have worked togeth-
er, and we can work to-
gether to show that our
democracies can meet our
peoples’ needs. We must
continue to hold ourselves
to our core values includ-
ing respect for human
rights like freedom of reli-
gion and freedom of belief
or expression,” he said in
response to a question.

“That, in turn, makes
our respective democra-
cies even stronger.
Secretary Blinken, given
the totality of the facts and
the circumstances, deter-
mined that religious free-
dom concerns in India do
not warrant a country of
particular concern desig-
nation or placement on the
special watch list. But,
these are conversations
that we continue to have
with our Indian partners
and with partners around
the world,” Price said.

India is home to great
diversity of faiths: US

State Department Spokesperson Ned Price

Bystanders look on as police secure the site of a suicide bombing outside a police station
at Astanaanyar in Bandung, West Java province, on December 7.
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Reforestation 
needed badly

As per studies since last
decade about five million
hectares of trees have been
cut down every year in our
country. This has contributed
to extreme niche loss and a
drop in large quantum of bio-
diversity. Every species, in-
cluding the human species, di-
rectly relies on these trees to
survive. The trees have given
us everything and we've con-
tinued to leave their homes
destitute. We've to carry out a
reforestation to combat the
challenge of climate change
and the rapid-fire decline of
biodiversity. This kind of ac-
tion will restore the trees in
the country, especially those
that have been particular tar-
gets of deforestation in recent
years. Our governance has to
plant millions of trees with the
help of NGO's in areas of dire
need.Due to deforestation
many species are extinct
today. For example the Lion-
tailed macaque and Nilgiri
Langurs are a small species of
primate set up only in our
country. In recent times, these
species nearly went extinct.
Reforestation that's planting
kinds of trees that will profit
both Lion- tailed macaque and
Nilgiri Langurs populations
and the original communities.
Even creating wildlife corri-
dors through the connection of
old growth trees will help the
cause. These sweats will profit
the biodiversity of the area by
potting tracts that were for-
merly used agriculturally and
by returning aboriginal tree
species. With ferocious refor-
estation sweats, inheritable di-
versity and tree growth will
only increase moving forward.
Government should take initia-
tive to plant further trees and
cover hovered species arcoss
the country.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr,,
KKaarrnnaattaakkaa

Strengthen 
cyber security

A ‘hit list’ of 56 Kashmiri
Pandit employees released by
an offshoot of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba has been uploaded from
a server outside India, but the
data has been provided by in-
siders. Here, cyber security
comes into play; it leaves
much to be desired. It also in-
dicates that the centuries-old
tradition of communal harmo-
ny and mutual respect for reli-
gion and culture for which
Kashmiriyat is known has de-
clined. The onus rests with the
Muslim majority to control the
anti-people elements function-
ing at the behest of Pakistan
handlers. By checking inimical
persons, making cyber securi-
ty effective, strengthening ex-
ternal and internal security
mechanisms, the challenges
posed by terrorists can be suc-
cessfully countered. Kashmiri
Pandits deserve to be provided
foolproof safety measures in
order to lead a peaceful life in
the Kashmir Valley.

SSuubbhhaasshh  VVaaiidd,,  bbyy  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Farmers pluck marigold flowers from a field, in Nadia, Wednesday, Dec. 7

PLUCKING MARIGOLD FLOWERS

T he Indian Navy is keeping a close watch on Chinese ships
in region. This has been revealed by none else than Navy

Chief  Admiral R Hari Kumar at the annual Navy Day press con-
ference. Indeed there are a lot of Chinese ships present in the re-
gion. There are four to six People's Liberation Army (PLA) navy
ships at any time. India can’t let its guard down in the high seas
for another reason: Chinese spy vessel Yuan Wang 5 has report-
edly re-entered the Indian Ocean Region, months after it docked
at the Chinese-owned port of Hambantota in Sri Lanka despite
New Delhi’s protestations. The ‘research ship’ poses a threat to
India’s strategic security as it is capable of tracking satellites and
intercontinental ballistic missiles. It’s also a cause for concern
that the PLA owns and operates about half of the world’s intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) systems, which
allow it to monitor potential regional flashpoints such as Taiwan,
the Indian Ocean and the South China Sea. There are a large
number of Chinese fishing vessels along with their research ves-
sels. A close tab has to be kept on them. This is because it is an
important region where a large amount of trade and energy
flows. There are around 60 extra-regional vessels. The Indian
Navy tracks these vessels and ensures that they don’t do any-
thing inimical to our interests. Moreover,  the  navy  chief's  re-
marks  assume significance in the light of recent events like the
Russia-Ukraine war that have shown us that we cannot  remain
dependent  on  others  for  our security. The government  has
given  us  very  clear guidelines towards Aatmnirbhar Bharat.
The commissioning of  INS Vikrant is a “landmark” event  and  is
considered  “a  torch-bearer  of atmanirbharta”.  INS  Vikrant  -
India's  first indigenous aircraft carrier - was commissioned by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Kochi. It signifies persistent  ef-
forts  of   generations  of   naval leadership, designers, planners,
shipyard workers, industry, and other supporting agencies and
personnel. There are very few countries that have the capability
to make an aircraft carrier and India now forms one of  the elite
or select band. It inspires self-confidence among us & it's a shin-
ing symbol of our indigenous capability. It has contributed to en-
hancing the stature of the nation in the world. "I'm sure Vikrant
will proudly fly the Tiranga across the wide reaches of Indo-
Pacific in years to come," the Navy Chief  said. The CDS Gen Anil
Chauhan has laid stress on increasing integration, and we have
been working on developing theatre commands and integration.
The navy chief  described the Agniveer scheme as a landmark
achievement and said 3,000 Agniveers have joined the Indian
Navy, of  whom 341 are women. From next year, women officers
will be inducted across all branches and won't just be limited to
seven or eight as is the case currently. They'll be deployed on
ships, airbases, aircraft. They will be trained for everything the
way a normal sailor is trained. There is going to be no difference
in training. The Indian Navy is looking at being a gender-neutral
force where the capability of the individual will be the only crite-
rion. President Droupadi Murmu, who is the supreme command-
er of  the armed forces, has said the Indian Navy has a huge re-
sponsibility of ensuring an umbrella of security for the country’s
national maritime interests. She rightly said that India is inher-
ently a maritime nation, with sea on three sides and mountains
on the fourth. It is but natural that the oceans will play a vital role
in India’s growth and prosperity. Navy Day is celebrated every
year on December 4 to mark the Indian Navy’s valiant role in the
1971 India-Pakistan war, including the bombing of Karachi har-
bour. Closer maritime cooperation with the US and its allies is a
must for India, which should also augment its naval firepower. 

M ost countries in Asia have failed to achieve a global mini-
mum target of protecting at least 17 per cent of land by

2020, according to a study based on data from 40 countries.
Under current trends, the outlook for achieving the UN Global
Biodiversity Framework's 2030 target to protect at least 30 per
cent of land is bleak, with Asia set to miss this by an even greater
margin, the researchers said. To counter the global biodiversity
crisis, at the 2010 UN Convention on Biological Diversity, almost
200 countries pledged to protect at least 17 per cent of their ter-
restrial environments by 2020 (known as Aichi Target). To inves-
tigate whether they achieved this, researchers from the
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge in the UK, with collabora-
tors in Asia, analysed data from official reports submitted to the
World Database on Protected Areas. The study, published in the
journal Communications Biology, found that only 40 per cent of
Asian countries achieved the target of a minimum of 17 per cent
coverage for protected areas by 2020. In particular, very few
countries in West and Central Asia achieved the target. Overall,
Asia was the most underperforming continent, with just 13.2 per
cent of land being designated as a terrestrial protected area in
2020 -- compared with a global average of 15.2 per cent protec-
tion, the researchers said. Only 40 per cent (16) of Asian coun-
tries, mainly in East and South Asia, had met the 17 per cent pro-
tection target by 2020. However, 14 out of 19 West and Central
Asian countries had not met the target, they said. Asian coun-
tries also tended to have a slower year-on-year increase in the
amount of land protected for conservation, at just 0.4 per cent
per year on average, according to the study. For 241 highly at-
risk mammal species across Asia, on average 84 per cent of their
ranges fell outside protected areas, the researchers said. They
calculated that almost all Asian countries will fail to meet the
2030 target unless their rate of establishing protected areas in-
creases by up to six times faster. Under the current trajectory,
Asia as a whole would only achieve 18 coverage by 2030 -- far
below the target of 30 per cent protection. The outlook was
worst for West and South Asia, projected to achieve 11 per cent
and 10 per cent coverage respectively by 2030.  "Asia is a chal-
lenging continent for setting targets for protected areas, since
areas of high biodiversity typically conflict with dense human
populations and rapid economic growth," said study lead author
Mohammed Farhadinia from the University of Oxford. "While
this research demonstrates the need for more investment in pro-
tected areas in Asia, it also shows the importance of establishing
realistic, achievable goals that take into account socio-geo-
graphical restrictions," Farhadinia said. The findings carry im-
portant significance ahead of the 15th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (COP 15), when the governing body of
the Convention of Biological Diversity will convene in Montreal,
Canada from December 7-19. At this meeting, government rep-
resentatives will review the achievement of the Aichi
Biodiversity Targets and discuss strategies for meeting the post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework targets.

Most Asian countries 
behind biodiversity targets 

for protected areas

Naval threat from China

S oil erosion is taking place in
145 million hectares in

India, it is estimated that 96.40
million hectares (about 30 percent
of the total geographical area) are
affected by land degradation.
Globally, the biophysical status of
5,670 million hectares of land is
declining, of which 1,660 million
hectares (29 percent) are due to
human-induced land degradation,
according to the Food and
Agriculture Organization's 'Status
of Land, Soil and Water' report  is
responsible for.

World Soil Day is celebrated
every year on 5 December. The
theme of World Soil Day 2022 is
'Soil: Where Food Begins'. It aims
to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of maintaining healthy soils,
ecosystems, and human well-
being through sustainable soil
management. Healthy soil is very
essential for human existence.
Healthy soil helps in the growth of
healthy plants and increases both
nutrition and water percolation to
maintain groundwater levels.

Soil also regulates the planet's
climate by storing carbon and is
the second largest carbon sink
after the oceans. In addition,
healthy soils maintain a landscape
that is more resistant to drought

and flooding. Soil health is impor-
tant for healthy food production
because soils are the foundation
of food systems.

Healthy soil is essential for our
existence. They support healthy
plant growth to increase both our
nutrition and water percolation to
maintain groundwater levels. Soil
helps regulate the planet's climate
by storing carbon and is the sec-
ond largest carbon sink after the
oceans. They help maintain a
landscape that is more resilient to
the effects of drought and flood-
ing.

Healthy soil is a key element of
sustainable food production as
about 95 percent of global food
production depends on soil. Soil
degradation around the world can
have devastating effects such as
increased pollution, desertifica-
tion, and a decline in global food
production. Healthy soil is a living,
dynamic ecosystem, filled with
micro- and macro-organisms that
perform many important func-
tions, including nutrient cycling
works.

The major threats to soil are nu-
trient loss and pollution, which are
responsible for undermining food
and nutritional security globally.
The main drivers of soil erosion

are agriculture, mining, industrial
activities, waste treatment, fossil
fuel extraction and processing,
and transportation emissions. Soil
erosion, runoff, leaching, and
burning of crop residues are the
major causes of loss of soil nutri-
ents.

Soil erosion directly or indirect-
ly affects 29% of the total land
area of India. As a result, it threat-
ens agricultural productivity,
water quality, biodiversity conser-
vation, and the socio-economic
well-being of land-dependent
communities. About 3.7 million
hectares of land are affected by
soil nutrient deficiency (i.e. lack of
organic matter in the soil). In addi-
tion, uncontrolled use of fertilizers
and pesticides and irrigation with
contaminated wastewater also
add to soil pollution.

Controlling plant disease, and
insect and weed pests; Improving
soil structure is essential, with a
positive effect on the soil's ability
to hold water and nutrients. Soil
erosion not only affects fertility
but also increases the risk of
floods and landslides. It is a global
challenge that is exacerbated by
food insecurity, high food prices,
climate change, environmental
hazards, and loss of biodiversity

and ecosystem services affects
everyone.

As consumers and citizens, we
can contribute to protecting top-
soil by planting trees, developing
and maintaining home/kitchen
gardens, and consuming primarily
locally sourced and seasonal
foods. Soil erosion can have ir-
reparable effects on both human
and ecosystem health. India has
taken several initiatives in this di-
rection which need to be sus-
tained and improved upon sustain-
ably to ensure healthy soil and ul-
timately a healthy planet.

The communication link be-
tween all the stakeholders for the
management and restoration of
degraded soils should be strength-
ened. Timely dissemination of evi-
dence-based information is also
essential. Successful conservation
practices and clean and sustain-
able technologies should be pro-
vided to all target beneficiaries.
Citizens can contribute by plant-
ing trees, developing and main-
taining kitchen gardens, and con-
suming seasonal and locally
sourced food.

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr  iinn
PPoolliittiiccaall  SScciieennccee,,  PPooeett,,  ffrreeeellaannccee

jjoouurrnnaalliisstt,,  aanndd  ccoolluummnniisstt..))

Irreparable consequences of soil erosion
on human and ecosystem health

By John Flesher

I n a bustling metro area of 4.3
million people, Yale University

wildlife biologist Nyeema Harris ven-
tures into isolated thickets to study
Detroit's most elusive residents coy-
otes, foxes, raccoons and skunks
among them. Harris and colleagues
have placed trail cameras in woodsy
sections of 25 city parks for the past
five years. They've recorded thou-
sands of images of animals that
emerge mostly at night to roam and
forage, revealing a wild side many lo-
cals might not know exists.

"We're getting more and more ex-
posure to wildlife in urban environ-
ments," Harris said recently while
checking several of the devices fas-
tened to trees with steel cables near
the ground. "As we're changing their
habitats, as we're expanding the
footprint of urbanization, ... we'll in-
creasingly come in contact with
them." Animal and plant species are
dying off at an alarming rate, with up
to 1 million threatened with extinc-
tion, according to a 2019 United
Nations report. Their plight is stirring
calls for "rewilding" places where
they thrived until driven out by devel-
opment, pollution and climate

change.
Rewilding generally means reviv-

ing natural systems in degraded loca-
tions sometimes with a helping hand.
That might mean removing dams,
building tunnels to reconnect migra-
tion pathways severed by roads, or
reintroducing predators such as
wolves to help balance ecosystems.
But after initial assists, there's little
human involvement.

The idea might seem best suited
to remote areas where nature is freer
to heal without interference. But
rewilding also happens in some of
the world's biggest urban centres, as
people find mutually beneficial ways
to coexist with nature. The US Forest
Service estimates 6,000 acres (2,428
hectares) of open space are lost daily
as cities and suburbs expand. More
than two-thirds of the global popula-
tion will live in urban areas by 2050,
the UN says. "Climate change is com-
ing, and we are facing an equally im-
portant biodiversity crisis," said
Nathalie Pettorelli, senior scientist
with the Zoological Society of
London. "There's no better place to
engage people on these matters than
in cities." In a September report, the
society noted rewilding in metropo-
lises such as Singapore, where a 1.7-

mile (2.7-kilometre) stretch of the
Kallang River has been converted
from a concrete-lined channel into a
twisting waterway lined with plants,
rocks and other natural materials
and flanked by green parkland.
Treating urban rivers like natural wa-
ters instead of drainage ditches can
boost fish passage and let adjacent
lands absorb floodwaters as global
warming brings more extreme
weather, the report says. The
German cities of Hannover, Frankfurt
and Dessau-Rosslau designated va-
cant lots, parks, lawns and urban wa-
terways where nature could take its
course. As native wildflowers have
sprung up, they've attracted birds,
butterflies, bees, even hedgehogs.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan, describ-
ing the United Kingdom as "one of
the most nature-depleted countries
in the world," announced a plan last
year to fund 45 urban rewilding proj-
ects to improve habitat for stag bee-
tles, water voles and birds such as
swifts and sparrows. In the north
London borough of Enfield, two
beavers were released in March 400
years after the species was hunted to
extinction in Great Britain in the hope
their dams would prevent flash flood-
ing. One died but was to be replaced.

Chicago's Shedd Aquarium and the
nonprofit Urban Rivers are installing
"floating wetlands" on part of the
Chicago River to provide fish breed-
ing areas, bird and pollinator habitat
and root systems that cleanse pollut-
ed water. Urban rewilding can't re-
turn landscapes to pre-settlement
times and doesn't try, said Marie Law
Adams, a Northeastern University as-
sociate professor of architecture.
Instead, the aim is to encourage nat-
ural processes that serve people and
wildlife by increasing tree cover to
ease summer heat, storing carbon
and hosting more animals. Or in-
stalling surface channels called bio-
swales that filter rainwater runoff
from parking lots instead of letting it
contaminate creeks. "We need to
learn from the mistakes of the mid-
20th century paving over everything,
engineering everything with gray in-
frastructure" such as dams and
pipes, Adams said. Detroit's sprawl-
ing metro area illustrates how human
actions can boost rewilding, inten-
tionally or not.

Hundreds of thousands of houses
and other structures were aban-
doned as the struggling city's popu-
lation fell more than 60 per cent
since peaking at 1.8 million in the

1950s. Many were razed, leaving va-
cant tracts that plants and animals
have occupied. Nonprofit groups
have planted trees, community gar-
dens and pollinator-friendly shrubs.

Conservation projects reintro-
duced ospreys and peregrine falcons.
Bald eagles found their way back as
bans on DDT and other pesticides
helped expand their range nation-
wide. Anti-pollution laws and govern-
ment-funded cleanups made nearby
rivers more hospitable to sturgeon,
whitefish, beavers and native plants,
such as wild celery.

"Detroit is a stellar example of
urban rewilding, " said John Hartig, a
lake scientist at the nearby
University of Windsor and former
head of the Detroit River
International Wildlife Refuge. "It's
been more organic than strategic.
We created the conditions, things got
better environmentally, and the na-
tive species came back." "A lot of city
people have lost their tolerance to
live with wildlife," said Pettorelli of
Zoological Society of London.
"There's a lot of reteaching ourselves
to be done. To really make a differ-
ence in tackling the biodiversity cri-
sis, you're going to have to have peo-
ple on board." 

Extinctions, shrinking habitat spur ‘rewilding’ in cities

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

PRIYANKA SAURABH Soil erosion can have irreparable effects on both human and ecosystem
health. India has taken several initiatives in this direction which need to be
sustained and improved upon sustainably to ensure healthy soil and ulti-
mately a healthy planet. The communication link between all the stakehold-
ers for the management and restoration of degraded soils should be
strengthened. Timely dissemination of evidence-based information is also
essential. Successful conservation practices and clean and sustainable tech-
nologies should be provided to all target beneficiaries. Citizens can con-
tribute by planting trees, developing and maintaining kitchen gardens, and
consuming seasonal and locally sourced food.
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BRIEF

MoUs signed 

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Large and
Medium Industries
Minister Murugesh
Nirani  said three-
fourths of the MoUs
signed during the
Global Investors' Meet
would be implemented
in the next five years.
The GIM, which was
held last month, has
laid the foundation for
future growth and the
conversion ratio will be
much better this time,
he said. "We have not
made MoUs just to glo-
rify or to show num-
bers. We have approved
only those projects who
intend to start projects
in the state. I am confi-
dent that there would
be 75 per cent conver-
sion of the MoUs
signed," Nirani said at
the meet-the-press or-
ganised by Press Club
of Bangalore.

Big vision
Lucknow: Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath  asserted
that a "big vision" is
needed for the devel-
opment of the coun-
try's biggest state, re-
ferring to UP's status
as the most populous
state. Participating in
the discussion on the
supplementary budg-
et, the chief minister
said, "With a popula-
tion of 25 crore, Uttar
Pradesh, the largest
state (in terms of pop-
ulation) in the coun-
try, needs a big vision
for development. The
faith with which the
people of UP have
elected a government
for the second consec-
utive time, the state
government is work-
ing with complete
honesty to fulfil it."

Appointment

New Delhi: Godrej &
Boyce, the flagship
company of the Godrej
Group, on Tuesday an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Anil G Verma
as the Executive
Director and Chief
Executive Officer of
the company. Verma
has been elevated as
CEO from his previous
position as Executive
Director and
President, a statement
from Godrej & Boyce
(G&B), which manu-
factures consumer
goods like appliances,
furniture, and locks,
said. "This change in
organisational struc-
ture comes as part of a
larger restructuring
exercise for the organi-
sation," it said.

Lubes market
Mumbai: Doorstep
fuel delivery service
provider FuelBuddy
announced its entry
in the lubes segment
in collaboration with
public sector oil mar-
keting firm
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited
(HPCL). The startup
said all its customers,
including the existing
one,s can now order
lubricants through its
app after which lubes
will be physically de-
livered to the cus-
tomer's doorstep
through HPCL's au-
thorised distributors,
a release said.

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday expectedly
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points (bps) - the fifth in-
crease since May - saying
it remains focussed on
bringing down the infla-
tion to a tolerable limit.
The move to raise the rate
will make loans -- includ-
ing housing, auto -- and
corporate credit expen-
sive.

Terming the Indian
economy a bright spot in
the otherwise gloomy
world, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) lowered its es-
timate of GDP growth to
6.8 per cent in the fiscal
ending March 31, 2023,
from an earlier forecast of
7 per cent. It, however, kept
the inflation forecast un-
changed at 6.7 per cent for
the current fiscal and pro-
jected it to come down
below the upper tolerance

limit of 6 per cent in the
fourth quarter of the cur-
rent financial year.

The Consumer Price
Index (CPI) based infla-
tion, which RBI factors in
while fixing its bench-
mark rate, stood at 6.7 per
cent in October. Retail in-
flation has been ruling
above the RBI's comfort

level of 6 per cent since
January this year. RBI
Governor Shaktikanta
Das said the central bank
remains nimble and flexi-
ble in its approach to deal
with the price situation.
The six-member monetary
policy committee (MPC)
headed by RBI Governor
raised the key lending rate

or the repo rate by 35 basis
points to 6.25 per cent.
With the latest hike, the
repo rate or the short-term
lending rate at which
banks borrow from the
central bank has now
crossed 6 per cent. This is
the fifth consecutive rate
hike after a 40 basis points
increase in May and 50
basis points hike each in
June, August and
September.

In all, the RBI has raised
the benchmark rate by 2.25
per cent since May this
year. Consequently, the
standing deposit facility
(SDF) rate is adjusted to 6
per cent and the marginal
standing facility (MSF)
rate and Bank rate to 6.50
per cent. The MPC also de-
cided to remain focused on
the withdrawal of the ac-
commodative stance to en-
sure that inflation re-
mains within the target
going forward while sup-
porting growth.

RBI hikes lending rate
by 35 bps to 6.25 pc

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das during a
press conference on monetary policy at RBI headquarters in
Mumbai, Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2022. 

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The worst of inflation is
behind us, but there is no
room for complacency in the
fight against price-rise, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
on Wednesday. Das also said
that from a growth perspec-
tive, India stands out as an isle
of resilience in a "gloomy
world" which is staring at
slowing growth with possibili-
ties of recession in some coun-
tries, Das told reporters in the
post-policy review.
Earlier in the day, the RBI's
rate-setting panel resolved to
go for a 35 basis points hike in
the key interest rates, taking
the cumulative rate hikes to
2.25 per cent since May 2022.
The RBI has been hiking rates
because of the high inflation,
where the headline number
has been above the upper end
of the tolerance band for the

tenth month running in
October. Das said inflation is
cooling across the world on
softening of the commodity
and the oil prices, but stressed
that we cannot be "compla-
cent" despite the positive
news on inflation. RBI Deputy
Governor Michael Patra said
RBI's efforts will be first
focused on getting inflation
into the tolerance band of
under 6 per cent, and added
that the lowering of the quan-
tum of the hikes at 35 basis
points as against 50 basis
points earlier should be seen
as a signal which the central
bank is sending out. 

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday said in the
wake of appreciating US
dollar, the movement of
rupee has remained least
disruptive as compared to
its peers, and the size of for-
eign exchange reserve is
comfortable. On a financial
year basis (from April to
October 2022), the Rupee
has appreciated by 3.2 per
cent in real terms, even as
several major currencies
have depreciated, he said
while announcing the latest
set of bi-monthly monetary
policy.

"The story of the rupee
has been one of India's re-
silience and stability," the
Governor said while point-
ing out that the apprecia-

tion of the US dollar this
year, which precipitated
large-scale depreciation of
all major global currencies
including the Indian rupee,
has drawn wide attention.
Das also stressed it is im-
portant to make an objec-
tive assessment of the
movement of the Rupee in
the context of global and
domestic macroeconomic
and financial market devel-
opments. "Through this
episode of US dollar appre-
ciation, the rupee's move-
ments have been the least
disruptive, relative to
peers," the Governor added.
He further said what would
be the terminal interest
rate for the US Fed, could be
anybody's guess, but it can-
not be the case that their
monetary policy will be
tightened endlessly. When

the tightening is over, Das
said the tide will surely
turn and capital flows to
India will improve leading
to easing of external fi-
nancing conditions. "In this
complex world with both
push and pull factors at
play, the rupee - which is
market-determined - should
be allowed to find its level
and that is what we have
been striving to ensure. "We
must deal with the current
global hurricane with con-
fidence and endurance," the
Governor said. He also said
the size of forex reserves is
comfortable and has also in-
creased. It has gone up from
USD 524.5 billion on
October 21, 2022 to USD
561.2 billion as on
December 2, 2022 covering
around nine months of pro-
jected imports for 2022-23.

New Delhi, Dec 07:  

Carmaker Renault India
on Wednesday said it will
increase the prices of its
vehicles across models
from the next month to
partially offset rising
input costs. The company -
- which sells small car
Kwid, multi-utility vehicle
Triber and compact SUV
Kiger with prices ranging
from Rs 4.64 lakh to Rs
10.62 lakh -- however, did
not disclose the quantum
of its impending price
hike.

"Reasons for the price
hike are to partially offset
the impact of constant in-
creases in input costs
largely driven by pricier
commodities, fluctuations
in foreign exchange rates,
inflation and also due to
regulatory obligations,"

Renault India said in a
statement. The company
asserted that India is a key
market for it and has a
long-term strategy to grow
the brand with plans to
"bring several new innova-
tions in products and serv-
ices for the diversified
Indian customers".
Together with launching
products of global repute,
the company said, "Renault
has a strong 'India strategy'
with a heavy emphasis on
localisation in its current
and future range of prod-
ucts, offering customers a
compelling value proposi-
tion".

New York, Dec 07:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman,
Biocon Executive
Chairperson Kiran
Mazumdar-Shaw and
Nykaa founder Falguni
Nayar are among six
Indians who have made it
to the Forbes' annual list of
The World's 100 Most
Powerful Women. Ranked
at number 36, Sitharaman
has made it to the list for
the fourth time in a row. In
2021, the 63-year-old minis-
ter was ranked at number
37 in the list, while she was
in the 41st spot in 2020 and
34th in 2019. The other
Indians to feature on the
list are HCLTech
Chairperson Roshni
Nadar Malhotra (rank: 53),
Securities And Exchange
Board Of India (SEBI)
Chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch (rank: 54), and
Steel Authority Of India
Chairperson Soma Mondal
(rank: 67). Malhotra,
Mazumdar-Shaw and
Nayar made it to the presti-

gious list last year also at
52nd, 72nd and 88th spots
respectively. This year
Mazumdar-Shaw is ranked
72, while Nayar is at 89th
spot, according to the list
released by Forbes on
Tuesday. The list includes
39 CEOs; 10 heads of state;
and 11 billionaires worth a
combined USD 115 billion.
Highlighting Nayar's pro-
file, the Forbes list noted
that the 59-year-old busi-
nessman "worked as an in-
vestment banker for two
decades, leading IPOs and
helping other entrepre-
neurs achieve their
dreams. In 2012, she decid-
ed to work for herself, in-
vesting USD 2 million of
her own savings to launch
the beauty and retail com-

pany Nykaa. She took it
public in 2021 and became
India's richest self-made
woman". According to the
Forbes website, 41-year-old
Malhotra is responsible for
all strategic decisions for
the USD 12 billion technol-
ogy company. "Founded by
her father, Shiv Nadar, in
1976, HCL became a cen-
tral player in India's rise as
an IT hub," it noted. On
March 1, 56-year-old Buch
became the first female
chair of the SEBI, which
oversees India's more-than
USD 3 trillion stock market
ecosystem. Mondal, 59,
who became the first
woman to chair the state-
run Steel Authority of
India (SAIL) in January
2021, has led the company
to record financial growth
since taking over. The com-
pany's profits surged three-
fold to 120 billion rupees in
her first year at the helm,
according to the Forbes
website. It described 69-
year-old Mazumdar-Shaw
as one of India's richest
self-made women.

Finance Minister Sitharaman, 
5 other Indians among Forbes’

World’s 100 Most Powerful Women

Rupee remains least disruptive; size of
forex reserves comfortable: RBI Guv

Renault India to hike prices
across models from next month

Worst of inflation behind us, but
no room for complacency: Das

New Delhi, Dec 07: 

Luxury carmaker Audi
on Wednesday said it will
increase prices of its
model range by up to 1.7
per cent, with effect from
January 1, 2023. The com-
pany said it is hiking the
prices due to an increase
in input and operational
costs. "The primary objec-
tive of the company's busi-
ness strategy focuses on a
model that begets prof-
itability and sustainabili-
ty. The price correction is
affected as a result of the
rising supply-chain-relat-
ed input and operational
costs," Audi India Head

Balbir Singh Dhillon said
in a statement. The new
price range for the compa-
ny models is directed at
maintaining the premium
price positioning of the
brand, ensuring sustain-
able growth of both the au-
tomaker and its dealer
partners, he added. Audi
India's current line-up in-
cludes the petrol-powered
A4, A6, A8 L, Q3, Q5, Q7,
Q8, S5 Sportback, RS 5
Sportback, and RSQ8. The
electric vehicle portfolio
under the e-Tron brand
comprises the e-Tron 50, e-
Tron 55, e-Tron Sportback
55, e-Tron GT and RS e-
Tron GT. Mainstream pas-
senger vehicle brands
Maruti Suzuki India and
Tata Motors have also an-
nounced plans to increase
prices with effect from
next month.

Audi to hike vehicle prices
by up to 1.7 pc from Jan

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

Equity benchmark
Sensex declined over 215
points on Wednesday,
weighed by losses in index
heavyweight Reliance
Industries, Bajaj Finserv
and Tata Steel, after the
Reserve Bank raised the
key interest rate by 35
basis points. Subdued
Asian markets and contin-
ued selling by foreign in-
vestors also weighed on
sentiment, traders said.

Extending its losses for
the fourth straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 215.68 points
or 0.34 per cent lower at
62,410.68. Similarly, the
broader Nifty fell 82.25
points or 0.44 per cent to
18,560.50. NTPC was the
top loser in the Sensex

pack, shedding 2 per cent,
followed by Bajaj Finserv,
IndusInd Bank, Tata Steel,
Reliance Industries and
Sun Pharma.

On the other hand,
Asian Paints, HUL, L&T,
Axis Bank and ITC were
among the gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Seoul and Tokyo
ended with significant

losses. Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading with
gains in mid-session deals.
Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.56 per
cent to USD 78.11 per bar-
rel. The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday expectedly
raised the benchmark
lending rate by 35 basis
points (bps) -- the fifth in-
crease since May -- saying
it remains focussed on
bringing down the infla-
tion to a tolerable limit.

Terming the Indian
economy a bright spot in
the otherwise gloomy
world, the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) lowered its es-
timate of GDP growth to
6.8 per cent in the fiscal
ending March 31, 2023,
from an earlier forecast of
7 per cent.

Sensex falls 215 points in
volatile trade post RBI rate hike

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The RBI on Wednesday
expectedly slowed the pace
of increase in borrowing
costs in signs that rates
may be nearing the peak,
even as it reiterated its re-
solve to fight inflation that
has stayed above the com-
fort zone for 10 straight
months. The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) hiked the
key repo rate by 35 basis
points, the fifth straight in-
crease since May, raising
prospects of EMIs for
home, auto and other loans
rising further. The previ-
ous four increases totalled
190 bps, with the last three
hikes being 50 bps each.
The monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC), comprising

three members from the
RBI and three external
members, raised the key
lending rate or the repo
rate to 6.25 per cent by a 5:1
majority decision. Four of
the six members voted in
favour of the withdrawal of
accommodation, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das
said. The economic
"growth in India remains
resilient, and inflation is
expected to moderate," Das
said. "But the battle against
inflation is not over." The
RBI retained its 6.7 per cent
inflation forecast for the
current fiscal year ending
March but lowered eco-
nomic growth expectation
to 6.8 per cent from the 7
per cent forecast previous-
ly. Retail inflation, which

has stayed above the 2-6 per
cent target zone for 10
straight months, eased to a
three-month low of 6.77 per
cent in October, helped by a
slower rise in food prices
and a higher base effect.
Das said the inflation is
moderating. "The worst of
inflation is behind us," he
said, adding there is no
room for complacency.

The central bank, whose
primary mandate is to en-
sure price stability, last
month wrote a letter to the
government, explaining
how global factors con-
tributed to its failure to
keep inflation below the
target zone for three
straight quarters. On the
same note, it outlined a
roadmap to bring price

gains within target.
Announcing the monetary
policy committee's deci-
sions, Das said the main
risk is that inflation could
remain sticky and elevat-
ed. "The MPC was of the
view that further calibrat-
ed monetary policy action
was warranted to keep in-
flation expectations an-
chored, break core-infla-
tion persistence and con-
tain second-round effects,"
he said. Acuite Ratings and
Research said the RBI's
stance has remained mod-
erately hawkish, and there
exists a possibility of a fur-
ther round of rate hikes in
February next year, with a
potential terminal rate of
6.5 per cent by the begin-
ning of FY24.

Mumbai, Dec 07: 

The rupee pared initial
losses and settled margin-
ally higher at 82.47 against
the US dollar on
Wednesday after the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) hiked the key repo
rate by 35 basis points.
Easing crude oil prices
also supported the domes-
tic unit, forex traders said.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 82.74 and
touched an intra-day high
of 82.40 and a low of 82.75
against the greenback.
The local unit finally set-
tled at 82.47, registering a
rise of 3 paise over its pre-
vious close of 82.50. "In
line with expectation, the

RBI raised rates by anoth-
er 35 bps. It lowered its
FY23 GDP forecast to 6.8
per cent from 7 per cent,"
said Gaurang Somaiya,
Forex & Bullion Analyst,
Motilal Oswal Financial

Services. The RBI men-
tioned that inflation could
remain above 4 per cent in
the next 12 months.

"The commentary from
the RBI governor was less
hawkish and impact on
the currency has been rel-
atively muted as it was
more or less in line with
market expectation,"
Somaiya said. "We expect
the USD-INR (Spot) to
trade sideways and quote
in the range of 82.20 and
82.80." Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback's strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, advanced 1.10 per
cent to 105.68. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures fell 1.79 per cent to
USD 77.93 per barrel.

Rupee gains 3 paise to close
at 82.47 against US dollar

EMIs to rise as RBI hikes interest
rate again albeit at a slower pace

New Delhi, Dec 07: 

Eyeing overseas trav-
ellers, Bharti Airtel has
phased out its internation-
al mobile roaming
schemes and introduced a
new plan, World Pass, cov-
ering 184 countries, and
slashed basic data rates by
99 per cent in the listed
roaming nations, accord-
ing to a company's state-
ment and sources.

The company is allow-
ing post-paid customers to
shift to new plan without
paying extra on their ex-
isting international roam-
ing plans. "The feedback
that we have heard on in-
ternational travel related
concerns has compelled
us to launch a defining

proposition for our cus-
tomers -- the Airtel World
Pass. "This offers our cus-
tomers one pack for the
globe, significantly
greater value, allows them
to control what they use
on the app and allows for
emergency data usage
long after the pack al-
lowance is over," Bharti
Airtel Direct Consumer
Business Shashwat
Sharma said in a state-
ment.

The new postpaid plans
under World Pass range
between Rs 649 and Rs
14,999 with validity rang-
ing from 1 to 365 days. The
new pre-paid plans will
cost between Rs 649 to Rs
2,997 with validity in the
range of 1 to 365 days.

Airtel phases out international
roaming packs; cuts base data
rate in listed countries by 99 pc

Actress Saiyami Kher, who is
gearing up for her OTT

show 'Faadu: A Love Story', has
revealed that her understand-
ing and love for poetry is the
prime reason behind her nod to
the series.
Saiyami portrays the character
of Manjiri, a Maharashtrian girl,
who is quite romantic and loves
poetry in the series directed by
Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari of 'Bareilly
Ki Barfi' fame. Talking about
her character, the actress said,
'Manjiri is a simple girl who
loves simple things in life.
While we portray a character
who is so different from us, we
take a lot from our personal
experiences. For example,
Manjiri loves poetry and so do
I." She then spoke about the
writer, who inspires her the
most, Gulzar - a towering figure
of the Hindi film industry with
whom she has worked in her
debut movie, 'Mirzya'. "I feel
poetry gives a deeper meaning
to life. Gulzar Sahab's work is

something I absolutely love
reading. My bond with him

goes back to my first film.
I also always make sure I

go, hear him whenever he
has live shows," the actress
added. The web-series,
which is written by Saumya
Joshi, also stars Pavail Gulati

and will stream on Sony LIV
from December 9.

ACROSS

1. Read a bar code

5. Desirable quality

10. Wild attempt

14. Concocted

15. Wash cycle

16. Snatch

17. Lacking precise limits

19. Outlet

20. Sock end

21. Scrape roughly

22. Boat basin

24. Bushy fence

26. Sheriff's group

28. President, e.g.

31. Molar, e.g.

35. Bean curd

38. Tiny

40. Sheep's comment

41. Enamored

43. Spookiest

45. Brooch

46. Chinese, e.g.

48. Youngster

49. Direct

51. Decide

53. Serious

55. Stockpile

59. Spanish party

62. Stable morsels

65. Train stop (abbr.)

66. Cruising

67. Professor's leave

70. Count (on)

71. Warble

72. Ripped

73. Disarray

74. Roast host

75. Flower support

DOWN

1. Will ____ of "Men in Black"

2. Narrow boat

3. Totaled

4. Originally called

5. Opera solo

6. Wrongdoings

7. Fragment

8. Superlative suffix

9. Abounds

10. Hi-fi

11. Car for hire

12. Similar

13. Greek consonant

18. Complimentary

23. Autumn bloom

25. Excess

27. Asia

29. Mimics
30. Actress ____ Richards
32. Mind
33. Chore
34. Loathe
35. Recipe units (abbr.)
36. Fail to mention
37. Penalty
39. Exam
42. Gypsy's card
44. Article
47. Kind of exercise
50. School compositions
52. Endure
54. Sew temporarily
56. Dandy's neckwear
57. Gaze steadily
58. Massachusetts city
59. Rural business
60. "____ dead people!" (2 wds.)
61. Snaky swimmers
63. Ready, willing, and ____
64. Saga
68. Upper limb
69. ____ a girl!
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H
e may be
Tollywood star
with fans all over,

but actor Ram Charan
has his heart in the right
place.

A video of Ram Charan
taking the mobile phone
and clicking selfies with
the children of late
colonel Santosh Babu,
who died in the Galwan
Valley clash with the
Chinese People's
Liberation Army in 2020,
has been winning hearts.

Actor Ram Charan was
recently honoured for his
work and contribution in
the entertainment indus-
try at an awards event.

In a video clip from the
event that has surfaced on
social media, Ram
Charan can be seen click-
ing selfies with the chil-
dren of late colonel
Santosh Babu. The actor's
gesture was lauded by
fans, who called him a
'true legend.'

In the clip, Ram Charan
can be seen taking the
mobile phone and click-
ing selfies in both portrait
and landscape mode with
the kids. Reacting to the
video, a fan wrote,
"Gentleman." Ram
Charan was also seen
meeting and shaking

hands with singer Neha
Kakkar and hugging
actor Sonu Sood at the
event.

After Ram Charan re-
ceived the award, father-
actor Chiranjeevi had
congratulated him on
Twitter. "Absolutely
thrilled for you and proud
on winning the True
Legend Future Of Young
India Award. Bravo! Way
to go, dearest, Ram
Charan – Appa and
Amma (father and moth-
er)," Chiranjeevi had
tweeted.

Recently, Ram Charan
had taken to Twitter to

announce his next project
with director Buchi Babu
Sana. Tipped to be a
sports drama, the film
will see Ram Charan col-
laborate with the director
for the first time.

Sharing the news about
the yet-untitled film,
which is titled RC16 for
the moment, Ram Charan
said he's excited. He had
tweeted, "Excited about
this! Looking forward to
working with
@BuchiBabuSana and
the entire team (sic)."

As per an official state-
ment, the project will be a
pan-Indian film. To be

jointly produced by
Mythri Movie Makers
and Vriddhi Cinemas, the
project is slated to go on
the floors later this
month. Last seen on
screen in SS Rajamouli's
magnum opus 'RRR', Ram
Charan is now shooting
for his upcoming yet-unti-
tled film with director
Shankar. The film, tem-
porarily titled 'RC 15',
marks the maiden collab-
oration between Shankar
and Ram Charan. In the
movie, Ram Charan is
said to be playing an IAS
officer. Kiara Advani also
stars in the film.

Ram Charan clicks selfies with
children of Galwan martyr

I
f you can't do what Julia
Roberts did for her BFF
George Clooney, are you

even a BFF? 'Erin
Brockovich' star Julia
Roberts wore a gown cov-
ered with photos of
Hollywood star George
Clooney. The two have
worked together in many
movies like 'Ocean's Eleven',
'Ocean's Twelve', 'Money
Monster' and 'Ticket to
Paradise'. The 55-year-old
actress made her fun fash-
ion statement to show sup-
port for George, 61 at the
Kennedy Center Honours
ceremony in Washington
DC, reports 'The Mirror'.

Her dress featured
framed snaps of the actor
throughout his career, dat-
ing from his early days as
Doug Ross on ER. The ac-
tress rounded up her look
with a black jacket. George
won a lifetime achievement
honour for his role in US
cultural life. Julia appeared
in the first two instalments
of 'Oceans' franchise as Tess
Ocean, with George playing
her on-screen husband
Danny Ocean. The latter
character appeared in three
films as part of the series.

Julia Roberts
wears a gown
with George

Clooney’s
framed 
pictures

F
a m i l y - o r i e n t e d
H i n d i
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Channel, Sony SAB and
Producer Abhimanyu
Singh came together to
bring viewers a mytholog-
ical drama - Dharm
Yoddha Garud, depicting
the story of the divine
creature, Garud. The
show revolves around a
mighty warrior striving
to rescue his mother from
the slavery of her evil sis-
ter while fighting for the
greater good. The mytho-
logical show became a fan
favourite because of its in-
triguing story and mag-
nificent graphics. Having
showcased the untold
story of Garud, the show
is close to culmination,
leaving the viewers eager-
ly awaiting the final
episode. After a successful
run, the last episode of
the show will air on 10th
December 2022 at 7:30 pm.

The show stars Faisal
Khan, Toral Rasputra and
Parul Chauhan in the lead
and is produced by
Contiloe Entertainment.
The story captured vari-
ous instances from the
well-known mythological
extravaganzas like the
fight between Mahisasur
and Katyayani, the story
about Sati and Mahadev
and their unrequited love,
and much more. In the
coming episodes, Garud

progresses to become
Narayan’s Vahan, and
completes his journey
from Naaglok to
Vaikunth.

In an emotional setup
talking about the show
ending soon, Faisal Khan,
portraying the role of
Garud: “This show has
been an integral part of
my journey as an actor
and has taught me a lot
about mythology and the
power of love and forgive-
ness. While it was some-
times challenging to shoot
long hours in the heavy
costumes and make-up, I
enjoyed working on the
show as it taught me to be
selfless, honest, and obedi-
ent just like Garud. It has
been a fun journey with
my co-actors off-screen,
and our bond is incredi-
ble. I would like to thank
our audiences for the love
they have bestowed upon
us and the show, and I
shall definitely miss this
feeling.”

Toral Rasputra portray-
ing the role of Vinta:"I
had absolutely fallen in
love with my role. It has
been an honor to be a part
of this amazing storyline
with a compelling plot.
The show helped me ex-
tend my knowledge of
mythology, making me cu-
rious about the goddess'
existence and anxious to
visit the set day after day.

‘Dharm Yoddha Garud’
enters its last leg!

D
espite being just a
few years old in the
entertainment in-

dustry, Apeksha Porwal
has proved her mettle by
doing a variety of chal-
lenging roles. From play-
ing a tribal girl dealing
with the demons of her
past and the troubles of
her present in her debut
series Undekhi to playing
a woman with homosexu-
al preferences in the
Rajkummar Rao - Bhumi
Pednekar starrer Badhaai
Do, the young actress has
proven her mettle as a
fine actress in a very
short span of time.

The former Miss India
will be next seen starring
in the international
English-Arabic show
'Slave Market'. The actress
has been busy shooting

for it in Egypt. The show
is produced by Middle-
Eastern media giant MBC
Studios and directed by
Tunisian director known
for El Maestro and Harga,
Lassaad Oueslati.

Expressing her excite-
ment about the show, the
former beauty queen
Apeksha Porwal said,
“When I started out as an
actor, I always wanted
borders to be seamless, to
be able to perform not just
in the India but in film in-
dustries and cultures
across the world as well.
Slave Market has made
that dream come true.
While I cannot reveal
more at this stage, I can-
not wait to share this
beautiful story and my
character with the audi-
ences.”

Apeksha Porwal to
star in ‘Slave Market’

Saiyami’s love
for poetry

came in handy
for ‘Faadu’

T
ollywood hero
Vishwak Sen essays
the lead role, be-

sides directing his maiden
pan-India film 'Das Ka
Dhamki'. The film is
presently in the post-pro-
duction phase.

The music promotions
of the movie with a foot-
tapping number saw stars
Rana Daggubati and
Siddhu Jonnalagadda
lending a hand with the
launch of the first single.

While Rana Daggubati
launched the Hindi ver-
sion of the song - Almost
Dil Ka Patha Mila, Siddhu
Jonnalagadda unveiled

the Telugu song - Almost
Padipoyindhe Pilla. The
tune is scored by Leon
James and set to stylish
visuals that have been
shot in some exotic loca-
tions.

Vishwak Sen's dance
moves and Nivetha
Pethuraj's add a glam
touch to the song. Leon
James and Adithya RK's
lively vocals complement
Poorna Chari's catchy
lyrics. Amitabh Verma
penned the lyrics for the
Hindi version, while the
vocals were by Nakash
Aziz, alongside Leon
James.

Rana Daggubati, Siddhu
Jonnalagadda launch first

single from ‘Das Ka Dhamki’
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Messi carries Argentina’s hopes

Lionel Messi's hopes of winning an elusive World
Cup will come up against the tactical scheming of vet-
eran coach Louis van Gaal as Argentina face the
Netherlands in Friday’s quarter-final at Lusail. Messi,
35, once again carries his nation's hopes on his shoul-
ders as he looks to crown an extraordinary career that
includes seven Ballon d'Or awards and multiple club
titles, but only one Copa America to show for his ef-
forts with Argentina. Messi can expect little in the
way of sympathy from the 71-year-old Van Gaal, who
is determined to give the Dutch their first World Cup
title after runners-up finishes in 1974, 1978 and 2010.

Near full-strength Brazil 
are ‘terrifying’

Croatia coach Zlatko Dalic described their World
Cup quarter-final opponents Brazil as "terrifying"
after the five-times champions thrashed South Korea
4-1 to send a clear message to their rivals. Brazil, how-
ever, could be even stronger in Friday's last-eight
clash with the 2018 runners-up as left back Alex
Sandro should be available and they will be close to
full-strength after a number of injury problems. With
talisman Neymar and key defender Danilo returning
against South Korea after missing two games due to
ankle problems, coach Tite had to improvise and
started right back Danilo on the left of the defence.

Moroccans celebrate historic World
Cup win against Spain

Exuberant Moroccans poured into the streets of their
capital and in cities across Europe on Tuesday, waving
flags and honking horns to celebrate their national soc-
cer team's historic victory over Spain at the World Cup.
Morocco defeated Spain in a penalty shootout, making
the Atlas Lions the only team from outside Europe or
South America to make it to the quarterfinals in Qatar
and the first Arab team in World Cup history to make it
to the last eight. "We are so proud of our Lions, who
fought hard to get us into the quarterfinals," said Niama
Meddoun, a Rabat resident. "We are delighted to be
Moroccans today, since we are the first Arab country
that has reached the quarterfinals." 

Ronaldo loses Portugal spot 
to sully World Cup journey

So, the dream is still alive for Cristiano Ronaldo.
Soccer's most prolific modern-day scorer might yet, at
the age of 37 and probably playing in his last World
Cup, claim the one major title to elude him in a career
like no other. It didn't quite feel that way, though, as he
walked off the field alone at Lusail Stadium, leaving
the rest of the Portugal team to celebrate getting
through to the quarterfinals after a 6-1 rout of
Switzerland on Tuesday. In fact, it was a rather sad
sight. A veteran in decline departing the scene as his
teammates some barely half his age continued to
party. This has been a turbulent and bruising few
weeks for Ronaldo. First came the explosive inter-
view with Piers Morgan that shaped the start of his
fifth World Cup campaign. Then the fallout, which in-
cluded the termination of his contract at Manchester
United. When the tournament started, he broke a
record becoming the first male player to score at five
different World Cup and then he underwhelmed, fail-
ing to score in back-to-back games and responding to
a substitution against South Korea by showing his
displeasure and angering his coach.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Lusail, Qatar, Dec 07 (AP):

With Cristiano Ronaldo
on the bench, the super-
star striker's replacement
scored a hat trick to lead
Portugal over Switzerland
6-1 and into the World Cup
quarterfinals on Tuesday.

Goncalo Ramos, a 21-
year-old forward who only
made his Portugal debut
last month, made his first
start for his country and
demonstrated the kind of
clinical finishing Ronaldo
was once known for.

Ramos scored the open-
ing goal in the 17th minute
and added others in the
51st and 67th by which
time chants of "RONAL-
DO! RONALDO!" were
swirling around the 89,000-
seat Lusail Stadium.

The 37-year-old Ronaldo
entered as a substitute in
the 72nd minute to loud
cheers, though Portugal
had the game wrapped up
by then with defenders
Pepe and Raphael
Guerreiro also scoring.
Rafael Leao added a an-
other goal in stoppage
time. Manuel Akanji
scored for Switzerland.

Portugal advanced to
the quarterfinals for the
third time, after 1966 and
2006, and will play
Morocco on Saturday.

Portugal coach
Fernando Santos now has
to decide whether to stick
with Ramos or restore
Ronaldo, the top scorer in
men's international soc-
cer and one of the game's
greatest ever players.

Ronaldo had a couple of
chances after coming on,
and even thought he had
scored when he ran
through and drove a low
shot past Switzerland
goalkeeper Yann Sommer.
The goal was disallowed
for offside, much to the ir-
ritation of the fans
Portuguese or from other
countries who had come
to see him. After the final
whistle, as Portugal play-
ers stayed on the field to
applaud the team's fans at
one end of the stadium,
Ronaldo walked off on his
own perhaps wondering
where his career goes
from here. He is currently
without a club after leav-
ing Manchester United
midway through the
World Cup.

Ronaldo-less Portugal
beats Switzerland 6-1

Al Rayyan , Dec 07 (AP):

Morocco became the
first Arab nation to ad-
vance to the World Cup
quarterfinals, beating
Spain 3-0 in a penalty
shootout on Tuesday.

Pablo Sarabia, Carlos
Soler and Sergio Busquets
missed their penalties for
Spain, with Sarabia hit-
ting the post and Morocco
goalkeeper Yassine
Bounou stopping the
other two.

The teams drew 0-0 in
regulation and extra time.

Morocco has been the
biggest surprise of the
tournament and will next
face either Portugal or
Switzerland.

Morocco is also the only
team from outside Europe
or South America to make
it to the last eight. The
team made the round of
16 once before, at the 1986
World Cup in Mexico.

Spain was eliminated
by host Russia in a penal-
ty shootout at the 2018
World Cup, and by Italy in
the semifinals of last
year's European

Championship.
It was the fifth straight

time Spain played extra
time in a knockout round
of a major tournament.
The team played 120 min-
utes against Russia and in
all three of its knockout
games at Euro 2020.

Moroccan fans signifi-
cantly outnumbered and
were louder than the
Spaniards at Education
City Stadium.

Morocco and Spain are
close neighbors with a
complex geopolitical rela-
tionship.

Portugal's midfielder #08 Bruno Fernandes kicks Portugal's forward #26 Goncalo Ramos as
Portugal's defender #05 Raphael Guerreiro celebrates after scoring his team's fourth goal.

Morocco beats Spain
on penalties to advance

Morocco's defender #02 Achraf Hakimi (C) celebrates with teammates after converting the last
penalty during the penalty shoot-out to win the Qatar 2022 World Cup round of 16 football match
against Spain.

Bangkok, Dec 07 (PTI):

India's HS Prannoy fought
hard before going down in
three games to rising
Japanese shuttler Kodai
Naraoka in the opening
men's singles group A match
at the BWF World Tour
Finals here on Wednesday.

The World No. 12 Indian
showed superb recovery
after the opening game re-
versal and kept fighting in
the decider before three un-
forced errors at the back end
saw him lose 11-21 21-9 17-21
to Naraoka in an hour long
contest. It was his second de-
feat to the Japanese, having
suffered a loss in their only
meeting in Singapore Open
in July. "I thought I was in
control for most part of the
game but after 15-15 in the
third game, I thought I start-
ed rushing and made errors
from my end. Probably, it
was a bad strategy, I should

have been more patient," the
30-year-old said after the
match. "Coming into the
good side (after change of
ends in decider), I could have
been more patient. I was
doubting myself in couple of
areas in third game. May be
lack of match practice made
it uncomfortable."

Prannoy will next face
China's Lu Guang Zu, an op-
ponent he had lost to in his

only meeting at French
Open this year.

"All the matches are going
to be tough but I have to
shrug it off and get ready for
tomorrow's match."

Against the 21-year-old
Naraoka, Prannoy, who was
playing with a heavily
strapped right knee, tried to
make up for his lack of
speed with his superior net
play.

BWF World Tour Finals

Fighting Prannoy loses to
Naraoka in opening game Bogota (Colombia), Dec 07 (PTI):

Star Indian weightlifter
Mirabai Chanu endured
wrist pain to grab a silver
medal at the World
Championships and in the
process beat Tokyo
Olympics champion Hou
Zhihua, here.

The Tokyo Olympic sil-
ver medallist, competing
in the 49kg category, man-
aged to lift 87kg in snatch
and in 113kg in 'clean and
jerk' for an overall effort of
200kg here on Tuesday
night. The Indian finished
behind China's Jiang
Huihua, who won the gold
with a total effort of 206kg
(93kg+113kg) while her
compatriot Zhihua took
home the bronze medal
with a total lift of 198kg
(89kg+109kg).

It is Manipuri lifter's
second medal at the World
Championships, having
won a gold in 2017. "It's an
emotionally proud mo-

ment for me to bring an-
other world championship
medal back home after five
long years. The competi-
tion at the world champi-
onship is always intense
with the best Olympian
competing to at the high-
est level," said Mirabai
after winning the medal.

"I had a wrist pain but I
am always ready to push
myself to cross the line for
my country....I hope I'll be
able to give India more of
such moments preferably
a Gold at the Asian Games

and Paris Olympics as
well," she added.

Chanu, who hurt her
wrist during a training
session in September, had
competed in the National
Games with the injury in
October.

"We couldn't do much
(about the injury) because
we didn't want to skip the
World Championships.
Now, we will focus on her
wrist because we have a
lot of time before the next
event," India's head coach
Vijay Sharma told PTI.

Adelaide, Dec 07 (PTI):

Steve Smith on
Wednesday returned as
Australia captain after Pat
Cummins failed to recover
from an injury and was
ruled out of the second
Test against the West
Indies beginning here on
Thursday.

The Aussie pace spear-
head had suffered a
quadricep strain and was
out of action on the final
day of the first Test that
the hosts won by 164 runs
to take a 1-0 lead in the
two-match series.

Scott Boland, 33, was

named as Cummins' re-
placement by Cricket
Australia, while Smith has
now been elevated to cap-
taincy for the day-night
Test.

"Team medical staff
commenced Cummins' re-
covery in Adelaide but se-
lectors deemed there was
not sufficient time for the
fast bowler to be fully fit
for the match, which starts
tomorrow," a Cricket
Australia said in a state-
ment.

"Cummins is expected
to return for the opening
Test match against South
Africa in Brisbane."

The first Test against
South Africa is scheduled
to begin on December 17 at
the Gabba.

The 29-year-old
Cummins had also missed
last year's Adelaide Test
against England as a close
COVID-19 contact and
Smith took over the reins
to lead Australia to a re-
sounding 275-run win.

Mirabai clinches silver
at World Championship

Smith back as captain after
Cummins ruled out due to injury

Mirpur, Dec 07 (PTI):

India's shoddy batting dis-
play and the inability to land
the killer blow contributed to
their second successive
series loss in Bangladesh
after the diminutive Mehidy
Hasan Miraz led the hosts to
a five-run win in the second
ODI with a memorable hun-

dred here on Wednesday.
Miraz tormented the Indian
bowlers on way to his maid-
en century as Bangladesh
staged a remarkable recov-
ery to reach 271 for seven.
India's challenge looked all
over at 207 for seven but
skipper Rohit Sharma's (51
not out off 28 balls) valiant
effort went in-vain as he
nearly took his team home
while batting with a split left
webbing.
India needed a six off the
final ball of the game but
Mustafizur did well to per-
fect the yorker under pres-
sure after bowling a slew of
slow leg-breaks in the 48th
over forcing Mohammed Siraj
to play out a maiden.
Bangladesh had also won
their last ODI series against
at home back in 2015 when
Mashrafe Mortaza's men got
the better of M S Dhoni and
Co. The series loss also
forces India to go back to the
drawing board with the
World Cup less than 12
months away.

Melbourne, Dec 07 (PTI):

Not prepared to let his family
be the "washing machine for
cricket's dirty laundry", an
angry David Warner on
Wednesday withdrew his
application for revocation of
lifetime leadership ban, saying
the independent review panel
wanted him to go through
"public lynching".
Warner was handed a lifetime
leadership ban for his role in
ball tampering scandal in the
Cape Town Test in 2018. He
had filed a review application
after Cricket Australia altered

its code of conduct last month,
hoping it will clear his path to
be considered for captaincy
once again.
However, the 36-year-old has
now given up on his captaincy
ambitions and slammed
Cricket Australia panel for
making "offensive" comments
and questioned the entire
process.
"...despite my opposition and
that of Cricket Australia, on
Tuesday last week Counsel
Assisting the Review Panel
and the Review Panel took it
upon themselves to concoct
an irregular procedure (over-
turning presumptions and pre-
vious practice) for the deter-
mination of my application
and establish a novel approach
that would negatively impact
the health and welfare of my
family and the interests of the
Australian cricket team,"
Warner said in a statement,
posted on social media plat-
forms.

My family can’t be washing
machine for cricket’s dirty

laundry: Warner 

Argentina's forward Lionel Messi (C) gestures between
defenders Nicolas Tagliafico (R) and defender Gonzalo Montiel
during a training session.

Portugal's forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo sits on the bench
next to Portugal's midfielder #17 Joao Mario (C) and Portugal's
forward #15 Rafael Leao (R).

Bangladesh pull off thrilling
five-run win to seal ODI series

Mehidy Hasan Miraz
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Students in jubilant mood during the 9th convocation of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), in Bihta near Patna, Wednesday.

JUBILANT MOOD

Doctrine of separation of powers among govt’s
three organs must be respected: Dhankhar

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

Rajya Sabha chairper-
son Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Wednesday said any incur-
sion by the three organs of
the government into each
others domains has the po-
tential to upset the gover-
nance apple cart and as-
serted that all should re-
spect the "laxman rekha".
His maiden comments in
the Parliament's Upper
House came in the back-
drop of recent run-ins be-
tween the government and
the judiciary over the ap-
pointment of judges.

Democracy blossoms
and flourishes when its
three facets -- the legisla-
ture, the judiciary and the
executive -- scrupulously
adhere to their respective
domains, Dhankhar said,

adding that the doctrine of
separation of powers must
be respected. He said that
"any incursion by one in-
stitution, in the domain of
the other, has the potential
to upset the governance
apple cart".

"We are indeed faced
with this grim reality of
frequent incursions. This
House is eminently posi-
tioned to take affirmative
steps to bring about conge-
niality amongst these
wings of governance. I am
sure you all will reflect
and engage in way for-
ward stance," the vice
president said.

It is institutional seam-
less connect marked with
mutual trust and respect
that generates an ecosys-
tem best suited for serving
the nation, Dhankhar

stressed. "This House
needs to catalyse this
wholesome environment
to promote synergic func-
tioning of constitutional
institutions, emphasising
need to respect Laxman
Rekha," he said.

Referring to the 99th
Constitutional amend-
ment Bill that paved the
way for the National
Judicial Appointment
Commission, he said the
"historic" parliamentary
mandate on it was "un-
done by the Supreme
Court on October 16, 2015
by a majority of 4:1 find-
ing the same as not being
in consonance with the ju-
dicially evolved doctrine
of 'Basic Structure' of the
Constitution". There was
"unprecedented" support
to the Bill, he said.

Cong keeps fingers crossed as it
awaits Gujarat, HP poll results

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Congress party may
have its eyes firmly set on
the Bharat Jodo Yatra, but
it kept its fingers crossed
as it waited for Thursday's
counting of votes for the
assembly elections in
Gujarat and Himachal
Pradesh.

The grand old party,
which has been struggling
to protect its fast-decimat-
ing electoral base, would
be more than happy if it
wins Himachal Pradesh
and remains the main op-
position in Gujarat where
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) is seeking to
emerge as a challenger to
the ruling Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP).
On the other hand, its

crisis will deepen further
if the Congress fails to
wrest power from the BJP
in Himachal Pradesh - the
hill state has not returned
the same party to power
after 1985 - and concedes
the main opposition's
space in Gujarat to AAP.

The Congress suffered
yet another setback when
results of civic body elec-
tions in Delhi came in
Wednesday, with the party
finishing a distant third,
winning only 9 of the 250
wards in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi. The
AAP unseated BJP in the
MCD, winning 134 wards.
The BJP won in 104 wards.

Exit polls on Monday
predicted a big majority
for the BJP in Gujarat and
a dead heat in Himachal
Pradesh where most poll-
sters gave an edge to the
ruling party over the
Congress.

Any worse-than-expect-
ed outcome in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh would
not only have a bearing on
the morale of the
Congress and its workers
that has been running
high on the back a success-
ful rollout of the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, but also im-
pact the party's ability to
mobilise support and re-
sources for future elec-
toral battles.

The best-case scenario

for the Congress would be
that it gets a majority in
the 68-member assembly
of Himachal Pradesh
while securing a re-
spectable number of seats
in the 182-member legisla-
ture of Gujarat.

In case the Congress
wins Himachal Pradesh
polls, it would be a major
boost for the party that
currently is in power on
its own only in Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh.
Winning a state in the
north, albeit a small one,
would be significant for
the party especially be-
cause its electoral clout in
the north has been on a de-
cline for more than a
decade now.

BJP hoping to
set new records
in Gujarat, HP

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

When votes get counted
on Thursday for assembly
elections in Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh, the
ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party will be hoping to set
a few new records.

Victory in Gujarat will
make it the only party
other than the
Communist Party of
India (Marxist) to have
won seven straight assem-
bly elections. The CPI(M),
which ruled West Bengal
for 34 years from 1977 to
2011, had also won seven
straight elections.

On the other hand, no
party has won a back-to-
back election in Himachal
Pradesh after 1985. If the
BJP manages to retain
power in the hill state,
that would be another
record.

The BJP's biggest wish,
however, is to see the pre-

dictions of exit polls come
true which is registering
its best-ever performance
in Gujarat, while keeping
power in Himachal
Pradesh.

Its best performance in
Gujarat goes back to 2002
when the party had won
127 seats in the 182-mem-
ber state assembly. This
time around, exit poll pre-
dictions for the BJP win-
ning seats range from 117
to 151. If the results come
in line with the median
value of these predic-
tions, the BJP would have
surpassed its own record
of 2002.

But the real icing on the
cake will be if the BJP's
tally touches the outer
limit of the exit poll pre-
dictions that is if it cross-
es the all-time record of
149 seats that the
Congress had won in 1985
under the leadership of
Madhavsinh Solanki.

Bill removing Governor as Chancellor 
introduced in Kerala Assembly

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Left government in
Kerala on Wednesday intro-
duced the University Laws
(Amendment) Bill in the
Assembly to replace the
Governor as the Chancellor
of universities in the State
and appoint eminent acade-
micians in the top post,
even as Opposition UDF
contended that the move
would downgrade varsities
as mere "government de-
partments".

Law Minister P Rajeeve
introduced the Bill in the
House amidst the continu-
ing tussle between
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan and the Pinarayi
Vijayan government over
various issues, including
the appointment of Vice-
Chancellors of universities.

Though the Congress-led
UDF made it clear that they
were not against the power
of a democratic govern-
ment to remove the
Governor as Chancellor, but

argued that the alternative
system, being introduced
through the Bill, would de-
stroy the autonomous sta-
tus of the varsities.

According to the Bill, the
government shall appoint
an academician of high re-
pute or a person of emi-
nence in any of the fields of
science, including agricul-
ture and veterinary sci-
ence, technology, medicine,
social science, humanities,
literature, art, culture, law
or public administration,
as the Chancellor of the
University. It also said the
Chancellor shall hold office
for a term of five years
from the date on which he
assumes office.

Presenting the Bill, the
Minister said the Left gov-
ernment decided to come
up with the Bill consider-
ing recommendations of
various expert panels, in-
cluding the Punchhi
Commission and other
higher education commit-
tees. He claimed that the

entire House, both the rul-
ing and Opposition bench-
es, is unanimously support-
ing the move to remove the
Governor as Chancellor.
The differences between
the government and the op-
position are on the other as-
pects of the Bill like the
Financial Memorandum
and so on.

When Leader of
Opposition in the State
Assembly V D Satheesan
raised objections regarding
the selection of new
Chancellors in universities,
Rajeeve asked whether the
Chief Minister should be
made as the Chancellor.

"As per the reports of
various expert panels, the
Chief Minister of a State
should be the Chancellor of
universities. In Congress-
ruled states like Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh also, the
Chief Ministers are adorn-
ing the top post," he said.
The Law Minister said but
the LDF government
thought in a different way

and wanted to bring excel-
lent academicians as
Chancellors.

He asked whether any-
one could suggest any suit-
able eminent person other
than world renowned
dancer Mallika Sarabhai to
the Chancellorship of
Kerala Kalamandalam
Deemed-to-be University,
from where the Governor
was already removed as
Chancellor recently.
However, Satheesan
charged that the Bill was
prepared in haste without
much contemplation and
has several ambiguities.

Noting that the Bill com-
prised aspects violating
UGC guidelines, he said a
new law won't stand if it is
introduced under the State
Act against that of the di-
rectives of the apex higher
education body. He also
said the Bill could not be
presented in the House as
the Financial
Memorandum was incom-
plete. "There is no mention

about the age-limit and the
minimum educational
qualification of the
Chancellor in the Bill. That
means, the government can
appoint anyone as it feels to
the top post. It will destroy
the autonomous stature of
the universities and turn
them into mere govern-
ment departments,"
Satheesan alleged.

The opposition wanted
the government to with-
draw the present Bill and
come out with a fresh one
after rectifying the mis-
takes and making enough
consultation including
with the opposition.

"We are not against the
removal of the Governor as
Chancellor. We are object-
ing to the alternative sys-
tem you (government) are
introducing. As it is such a
significant Bill which will
bring radical changes in
the higher education sector,
it should have been dis-
cussed with the Opposition
before framing," he said.

Kerala HC closes contempt plea
against Vizhinjam sea port protestors
Kochi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

A day after fisherfolk
called off their over 130-
day long protest outside
the under-construction
Vizhinjam sea port, the
Kerala High Court on
Wednesday closed the
Adani Group's pleas seek-
ing contempt action
against the protestors.
Justice Anu Sivaraman
was told by the State gov-
ernment that the agitation
was over and the protes-
tors committee informed
the court that the tent set
up at the protest site would
be removed during the day.

Taking note of the sub-
missions, the court dis-
posed of the pleas by
Adani Group seeking con-
tempt action against the
protestors for allegedly vi-
olating its earlier orders

not to obstruct access to
the project site or hinder
the construction there.
The court, however, did not
accept Adani Group's plea
for special permission for
entry of vehicles with con-
struction material and
orally observed not to ag-
gravate problems in the
area. The court also said it

would consider later the
plea of Adani Group seek-
ing police protection. The
over four-month long
protest was called off on
Tuesday after discussions
between the leaders of the
agitation and the Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.
A large number of fisher-
folk had been staging

demonstrations outside
the main entrance of the
multi-purpose sea port at
Mulloor near
Thiruvanantha-puram for
over four months. They
had been pressing for their
seven-point charter of de-
mands that include stop-
ping the construction work
and conducting a coastal
impact study in connec-
tion with the multi-crore
project.

The agitators had been
alleging that the unscien-
tific construction of
groynes, the artificial sea
walls as part of the up-
coming port, were some of
the reasons for the in-
creasing coastal erosion.
The protesters had at-
tacked Vizhinjam police
station on the night of
November 27, injuring sev-
eral policemen.
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Temporary shed being removed after the protest against
the under-construction Vizhinjam sea port called off, in
Thiruvananthapuram, Wednesday.

Over 2,900 communal
violence cases 

registered in country
in last 5 years

New Delhi, Dec 07
(PTI): Over 2,900 cases of
communal or religious ri-
oting were registered in
the country between 2017
and 2021, Union Minister
of State for Home
Nityanand Rai said on
Wednesday. Citing
National Crime Records
Bureau data, Rai said a
total of 378 cases of com-
munal or religious rioting
were registered in 2021,
857 in 2020, 438 in 2019, 512
in 2018 and 723 in 2017.

An advisory was issued
to the states and union
territories on July 4, 2018
asking them to keep a
watch on the circulation
of fake news and ru-
mours having the poten-
tial of inciting violence,
take all required meas-
ures to counter them ef-
fectively and deal firmly
with persons taking law
into their hands, the min-
ister said in a written re-
sponse to a question in
Rajya Sabha. Further, ad-
visories were issued on
July 23 and September 25
in 2018 to the

HC questions Centre’s policy barring married
individuals from applying for JAG in Indian Army

New Delhi, Dec 07 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Wednesday asked the
Centre to explain why
married men and women
cannot be considered for
Judge Advocate General
(JAG) department, the
legal arm of the army, and
remarked the policy bar-
ring married individuals
from applying "does not
make any sense".

The high court said
there was no correlation

between marriage and
training of candidates se-
lected for Short Service
Commission in the Indian
Army for entry into JAG
department and asked the
Centre to file an affidavit
explaining the policy. A
bench of Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
Prasad was hearing a plea
challenging the restriction
on married individuals
from being considered for
JAG department. "What is

the rationale of marriage
and eligibility? Put it on
an affidavit that a person
trained for arms cannot be
married. Put the policy on
record because marriage
and training can have no
correlation," Justice
Prasad said.

The post of Judge
Advocate General is held
by a major general who is
the legal and judicial
chhief of the Army. The
JAG is assisted by a sepa-
rate JAG branch which

consists of legally quali-
fied Army officials. When
Additional Solicitor
General Chetan Sharma,
representing the Centre,
asserted that marriage
and training has a correla-
tion as the selected candi-
dates have to undergo rig-
orous training, the bench
asked him to file an affi-
davit explaining the posi-
tion. "It does not make any
sense. The question is if a
person is married and
goes for arms training,

how is that going to affect
his training?" the court
said. The court said such a
policy needed to be tested.
The bench also asked the
government to inform
whether its policy related
to entry of married and
unmarried individuals is
uniform or it differs from
course to course. "You
might not have your
spouse with you at that
time but how does your
marriage comes in the
way?" the court wondered.

The ASG also clarified
that the bar on marriage
is only for entry into the 11
month-long training peri-
od. The court granted the
government four weeks to
file an additional affidavit
regarding the policy of
entry into the Indian
Army and listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on
March 22, 2023. The PIL
was filed by advocate Kush
Kalra terming as "institu-
tionalised discrimination"
the restriction on married

individuals for being con-
sidered for JAG.

Advocate Charu Wali
Khanna, appearing for the
petitioner, said as per the
advertisement, the eligible
age to apply for JAG is 21
to 27 years and 50 per cent
of women in India get
married before the age of
21 years. Since they also
gave aspirations why
should they be penalised
for their parents' act of
marrying them off at an
early age.


