
JD(U) president 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Janata Dal
(United) president Rajiv
Ranjan Singh, better
known as Lalan Singh, was
on Monday elected unop-
posed for a fresh three-
year term at the helm of
the regional party. JD(U)
general secretary Afaque
Ahmed Khan said Singh, a
Lok Sabha MP and confi-
dant of the party's preemi-
nent leader and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, was the only per-
son in the fray and was
elected unopposed after
the last date of the with-
drawal of nomination was
over on Monday.

Women sacked
UUjjjjaaiinn:: Two women security
personnel at
Mahakaleshwar Temple in
Madhya Pradesh's Ujjain
were removed from service
after they posted a video
clip of themselves dancing
to a film song on the prem-
ises of the famous shrine,
an official said on Monday.
The security personnel
have been directed to use
only keypad mobile phones
and not smartphones dur-
ing duty hours at the tem-
ple, the official from the
shrine said.

Sacrilege incident
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Two persons
have been arrested in con-
nection with a sacrilege
incident in a Gurdwara in
Punjab's Jalandhar district,
police said on Monday. The
incident took place in the
Gurdwara located in
Mansoorpur village in
Phillaur on Sunday night,
police said. Two persons,
who were said to be migrant
labourers, have been arrest-
ed for the sacrilege inci-
dent, they said. "Today, the
accused related to the sacri-
lege incident at the
Gurdwara Sahib of village
Mansoorpur, PS Goraya
District Jalandhar (Rural)
have been arrested. The
case has been registered
and investigation is ongoing,
the situation is under con-
trol," the Jalandhar Rural
Police tweeted.

Drone recovered
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The BSF has
recovered a drone along
with a packet of heroin
near the India-Pakistan
border in Punjab's
Amritsar district, foiling
yet another cross-border
drug-smuggling attempt,
officials said Monday.
Upon hearing the buzzing
sound of a drone near
Roranwala Kalan village
around 2:35 am, BSF
troops fired in that direc-
tion, they said. Later,
while searching the area,
the troops recovered a
broken quadcopter and a
packet of narcotics, offi-
cials said.
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School girls pass by the security
personnel standing guard near Sri

Krishna Janambhumi and Shahi
Mosque Eidgah a day before the
Babri Mosque Demolition Day, in

Mathura, Monday.
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New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI): 

Exit polls on Monday
predicted a big majority
for the BJP in Gujarat
while most of them gave
an edge to it in Himachal
Pradesh, indicating re-
election of the ruling
party in both states.

However, two exit polls
showed a dead heat be-
tween the BJP and the
Congress in Himachal
Pradesh where results
could go either way.

The counting of votes in
both states will take place
on December 8. Elections
for the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly took place on
November 12, while
polling in Gujarat hap-
pened in two phases on
December 1 and 5.

Most exit polls predicted

a big mandate for the BJP
in Gujarat in the range of
117-148 seats in the 182-
member assembly, while
the Congress was predict-
ed to bag seats in the range
of 30-51 seats. The Aam

Aadmi Party was project-
ed to bag anything be-
tween three and 13 seats.
The majority mark in
Gujarat is 92.

In Himachal Pradesh,
the exit polls projected a

range of 24-40 seats for the
BJP and 26-40 seats for the
Congress. The AAP was
projected to bag seats in
the range of 0-3. The ma-
jority mark is 35 seats.

According to the News
X-Jan Ki Baat exit poll on
Gujarat elections, the BJP
was likely to get 117-140
seats, Congress-NCP 34-51,
AAP 6-13 and others 1-2.

Republic TV P-MARQ
predicted 128-148 seats for
the BJP, 30-42 for the
Congress-NCP, AAP 2-10
and others 0-3.

TV9 Gujarati forecast
that the BJP would get 125-
130 seats, Congress-NCP
40-50, AAP 3-5 and others 3-
7.

For Himachal Pradesh,
Aaj Tak-Axis My India
predicted a close contest
between the Congress and

the BJP. It said the BJP
would get 24-34 seats and
the Congress 30-40 seats.

India TV predicted that
the BJP would bag 35-40
seats, Congress 26-31 and
AAP zero.

News X-Jan Ki Baat sur-
vey said the BJP was like-
ly to get 32-40 seats in the
hill state, Congress 27-34
and AAP zero.

While Republic TV P-
MARQ predicted that the
BJP would get 34-39,
Congress 28-33 and AAP 0-
1, the Times Now-ETG
said the average seats BJP
was likely to get was 38
and the Congress 28.

For the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
polls, most exit polls pre-
dicted a huge win for the
AAP over the BJP with the
Congress a distant third.

Kanker, Dec 05 (PTI): 

A voter turnout of 64.86
per cent was recorded on
Monday in the bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly constituency in
Chhattisgarh's Kanker dis-
trict, a poll official here
said.

The figure is provisional
as reports from some
polling booths located in
sensitive locations were
yet to be received, he said.

Polling began at 7 am
amid tight security and
concluded at 3 pm. No un-
toward incident was re-
ported in the constituency
during the polling process
which was by and large
peaceful, the official said.

Seven candidates con-
tested the bypoll in the
constituency, reserved for
the Scheduled Tribes,
though it was largely seen
as a direct contest between

the ruling Congress and
the opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

BJP candidate
Brahmanand Netam and
Congress nominee Savitri
Mandavi cast their votes
in Kaswahi and Telgara
polling booths respective-
ly. The byelection was ne-
cessitated due to the death
of Congress MLA and
state Assembly's Deputy
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi after a heart at-
tack on October 16.

The Congress fielded his
wife in the bypoll.

Sarva Adivasi Samaj, an
umbrella body of tribal
communities in Bastar,
also fielded its candidate,
former Indian Police
Service Officer Akbar
Ram Korram, who contest-
ed as an independent.

The counting of votes
will take place on
December 8.

Ambikapur, Dec 05 (PTI): 

Four newborn babies
died in the special neonatal
care unit (SNCU) of a gov-
ernment hospital in
Chhattisgarh's Surguja dis-
trict on Monday, prompting
the state government to
order a probe, an official
said.

The deaths occurred be-
tween 5.30 am and 8.30 am
at the Government Medical
College Hospital (GMCH) in
Ambikapur, around 300 km
from capital Raipur, collec-
tor Kundan Kumar told re-
porters. While the kin of
the deceased infants
claimed that the babies, two
of whom were on ventilator
support, died as a result of
a power outage in the hospi-
tal, the administration has

maintained that the deaths
can't be linked to the power
cut.

"The four babies were in
a critical condition and
were admitted in the spe-
cial neonatal care unit
(SNCU) of the hospital. Of
them, two were on ventila-
tor support," the collector
said. As per preliminary in-
formation, there was a fluc-
tuation in the power supply
in the hospital between 1
am and 1.30 am, which was
rectified in a short while.
However, such a fluctuation
does not affect the SNCU, as

it has alternate power sup-
ply, which was functioning,
he said. At least 30 to 35 chil-
dren are undergoing treat-
ment in the SNCU, the offi-
cial said.

A detailed investigation
into the matter is underway,
following which the exact
cause of deaths will be
known, he said, adding that
the medical report of the
four infants will soon be re-
leased by the hospital.

Meanwhile, state Health
Minister TS Singh Deo has
directed the health secre-
tary to constitute a team to
probe the incident.

"After learning about the
death of four infants in
Ambikapur Medical
College Hospital, I have
asked the health secretary
to constitute a probe team
and send it to the spot for an
enquiry. I have also ap-

prised Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel," Singh
Deo said in a video state-
ment. The minister said he
will be reaching
Ambikapur in a helicopter
this afternoon and will visit
the hospital.

He has also directed offi-
cials to take stern action if
necessary into the matter.

Parents of the deceased
infants have alleged that
the power supply in the hos-
pital was disrupted for
more than three hours in
the night, and accused the
hospital staff of negligence.

Expressing grief over the
incident, Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
directed the state govern-
ment to take appropriate ac-
tion into it after investigat-
ing the cause of deaths and
ensure relief to the kin of
the deceased babies.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Ahead of the Union Budget
2023-24, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will chair the
'second national conference of
chief secretaries' in the
national capital next month, a
senior government official
said. The second national con-
ference of chief secretaries
will be held in Delhi in January
and it will be a significant step
towards further strengthening
the partnership between the
Centre and the state govern-
ments, the official told PTI.
Several officials, including
young district collectors and
magistrates, from the states
and union territories as well as
the Union ministries are likely
to attend the conference.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Asserting the purpose of
charity should not be con-
version, the Supreme
Court reaffirmed on
Monday that forced reli-
gious conversion is a "seri-
ous issue" and against the
Constitution.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to the Centre and
states to take stringent
steps to control fraudulent
religious conversion by
"intimidation, threaten-
ing, deceivingly luring
through gifts and mone-
tary benefits". The Centre
told the court it is collect-
ing information from

states on religious conver-
sion through such means.
Appearing before a bench
of Justices M R Shah and
C T Ravikumar, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
sought time to furnish de-
tailed information on the
issue. Mehta sought a
week's time from the court
which it granted.

"The purpose of charity
should not be conversion.
Allurement is dangerous,"
the top court said, and ac-
knowledged that forced re-
ligious conversion is a
very serious matter.

When a lawyer ques-
tioned the maintainability
of the plea, the bench
said,"Do not be so techni-
cal. We are here to find a
solution. We are here for a

cause. We are here to set
things right. If the pur-
pose of the charity is good
then it is welcome but
what is required to be con-
sidered is the intention.

"Do not take it as adver-
sarial. It is a very serious
issue. Ultimately it is
against our Constitution.
When everyone stays in
India, they have to act per
the culture of India," the
bench observed. There
have been accusations
against some religious or-
ders that they were con-
verting people from other
religions by offering vari-
ous forms of charity in-
cluding education for their
children. The apex court
will now take up the mat-
ter on December 12.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI): 

The GST Council in its
next meeting is likely to dis-
cuss decriminalisation of of-
fences under GST law, along
with raising the threshold of
launching prosecution to Rs
20 crore, from Rs 5 crore at
present, officials said on
Monday.

The council, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
comprising her state coun-
terparts, is scheduled to
meet virtually on December
17. The government had in
September said that GST of-
ficers can launch prosecu-
tion against GST offenders
in cases where the amount
of evasion or misuse of

input tax credit is more than
Rs 5 crore.

Launching of prosecution
by taxmen means com-
mencement of legal pro-
ceedings against the offend-
er.

One of the proposal be-
fore the Council is to raise
the threshold limit for
launching criminal proceed-
ings under GST for offences
over Rs 20 crore. Also, the
property of offenders below
the set threshold will not be
attached, officials said.

The council is also likely
to consider removing those
penal offences which are al-
ready covered under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
from the GST Act to make it
more taxpayer-friendly.

Kolkata, Dec 05 (PTI): 

Students and common
people will have the oppor-
tunity to interact with space
scientists, and space indus-
try entrepreneurs at a
National Space Science
Exhibition which will begin
in the city from December 6.

The six-day exhibition is
being hosted by the Center
of Excellence in Space
Sciences India, IISER
Kolkata in collaboration
with the Indian Space
Research Organisation, the
S.N. Bose National Centre
for Basic Sciences, Science
City, Birla Industrial and
Technological Museum
along with city-based part-
ner organisations, includ-
ing the Presidency
University, University of

Calcutta and St. Xavier's
College, a spokesperson of
IISER Kolkata said Monday.

People will have the op-
portunity to interact with
space scientists, space in-
dustry entrepreneurs and
science outreach experts
from the Astronomical
Society of India, Indian
Institute of Astrophysics,
Physical Research
Laboratory, IISER Kolkata,
Aryabhatta Research
Institute of Observational
Sciences, Ashoka
University, SatCom
Industry Association of
India and ISRO centres.

"This exhibition is a col-
laboration of various city-
based organisations and
the national space science
community to showcase
Indian space science

achievements and ISRO's
role in catalysing the
growth of space-reliant
technologies for the benefit
of society," IISER Kolkata
Professor Dibyendu Nandi,
who is leading the local or-
ganising committee, said.

The idea of organising
such a national exhibition
focusing on space sciences
was suggested by A.S.
Kiran Kumar, chairperson
of ISRO'S APEX Board, Dr
S. Seetha of Raman
Research Institute who
heads the Outreach
Committee of the National
Space Science Symposium
said. The outreach commit-
tee is overseeing the plan-
ning of the exhibition
which will be held in sever-
al venues across the me-
tropolis.

Bengaluru, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Popular singer Lucky
Ali has alleged that a
property owned by him in
the city has been en-
croached upon illegally by
a "land mafia" with the
help of a woman IAS offi-
cer.

The son of the late actor
and comedian Mehmood
Ali, whose original name
is Maqsood Mahmood Ali,
has written to Karnataka
Director General of Police
in this regard and has
posted the same on social
media sites.

The family of IAS offi-
cer Rohini Sindhuri, who
has been named by Ali,
has denied the charges. "I

am currently in Dubai for
work, hence the urgency.
My farm which is a Trust
Property located in
Kenchenahalli Yelahanka
is being encroached upon
illegally by Sudhir Reddy
(and Madhu Reddy) from
the Bangalore Land
Mafia. With the help of his
wife who is an IAS Officer
by the name of Rohini
Sindhuri they are misus-
ing State resources for
their personal gain," Ali
said in the post. Alleging
that they are forcibly and
illegally coming inside his
farm and refusing to show
the relevant documents,
he said, "My legal counsel
is informing me that this
is totally illegal and they
don't have the court order
to come inside the proper-
ty as we are in possession,
and living there since the
past 50 years."

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a plea seeking removal
of alleged wrong historical
facts related to the con-
struction of the Taj Mahal
from history books and
find the age of the monu-
ment.

A bench of Justices M R
Shah and C T Ravikumar
asked the petitioner to ap-
proach the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) and
make a representation be-
fore it. "The PILs are not
meant for fishing enquiry.
We are not here to reopen
history. Let history contin-

ue.The writ petition is dis-
missed as withdrawn. The
petitioner is granted liber-
ty to make representation
to the ASI. We have not ex-
pressed any merits on the
same," the bench said.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Surjit
Singh Yadav seeking direc-
tion to the Centre to remove
the alleged wrong histori-
cal facts related to the con-
struction of the Taj Mahal
from history books and
textbooks.

The plea also sought di-
rections to the ASI to carry
out a probe into the age of
the Taj Mahal.

The petitioner contended
that his research shows
that a magnificent mansion
already existed at the site
where the body of Mughal
emperor Shah Jahan's wife
Mumtaz Mahal was placed
in a dome-like structure.

Exit polls predict big majority
for BJP in Gujarat, edge in HP

A polling official inks the foot of Ankit Soni, a specially-abled
voter, who lost his both hands in an accident, as he arrives to cast
his vote for the 2nd phase of the Gujarat Assembly elections, in
Kheda district, Monday.

Chh’garh bypoll: 64.86 pc voter
turnout in Bhanupratappur

Assembly seat

Srinagar, Dec 5 (PTI) 

Farooq Abdullah was on
Monday re-elected unopposed
the president of the National
Conference (NC), barely a fort-
night after the 85-year-old
leader announced he would not
run for another term.
Abdullah, who has served as NC
president for nearly three
decades after being elected
first in 1981, said though he
wanted to step aside and let the
younger leadership run the
party, he was persuaded to con-
tinue as "we are passing
through a very difficult phase".
Abdullah was elected the
party's chief at the NC's dele-
gate session held here after
party leaders offered prayers at
the mausoleum of NC founder
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah at
Naseem Bagh in Hazratbal on
his 117th birth anniversary.

Four newborn babies die at govt hospital in Ambikapur
̈ Probe ordered

PM Modi to chair
‘second national

conference of
chief secretaries’

next month

GST council to consider
decriminalisation of GST

law in Dec 17 meet

GOLD ATM

A woman withdraws gold coins from India's first Gold ATM, Begumpet in Hyderabad, Monday.

Farooq Abdullah
re-elected NC

president

Forced religious conversion
is a serious issue: SC

‘Not here to reopen history’
̈ SC junks PIL to

remove ‘wrong’
historical facts 
on Taj Mahal

Science enthusiasts to get opportunity for
interacting with space scientists at exhibition

Squatters on my assets: Ali
̈ Singer Lucky  

links IAS officer 
to ‘land mafia’
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0055::  Due to the contin-
uous efforts of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, today, Bhilai is famous all
over the country as the educa-
tion capital. The students of
Bhilai have brought laurels to the
city by registering their pres-
ence in the premier institutes of
the entire country. SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has given new
heights to education of Bhilai
with its efforts. BSP along with
providing the best environment
for education, has helped the
students to move forward by
providing them various scholar-
ships to pursue higher educa-
tion. The most important schol-
arship in this is the Prime

Minister's Trophy Scholarship.
In the year 1992-93, Bhilai

Steel Plant for the first time suc-
ceeded in winning the Prime
Minister's Trophy for the Best
Integrated Steel Plant and re-
ceived an amount of one crore as
prize money. The then BSP man-
agement resolved to make good
use of this amount and decided
to start a new scholarship from
its interest. With the interest of
this amount, for the first time in
the year 1995-96, 50 meritorious
children of the employees were
awarded Prime Minister's
Trophy Scholarship. Bhilai Steel
Plant has so far won the Prime
Minister's Trophy 11 times and
the Steel Minister's Trophy once.
Bhilai Steel Plant has so far won
Rs 16 crore as prize money from
Prime Minister's Trophy. With
the increase in the number of
winning the PM Trophy, the
number of Prime Minister's
Trophy Scholarships also in-

creased continuously. Starting
from 50 every year in 1995-96,
this number has reached 255
students every year today. Thus
far, more than 5000 students
have been benefited and an
amount of more than 16 crores
has been distributed from the in-
terest earned. The capital is still
intact. It is to be noted that
under this scheme for 255 schol-
arship, the number of students
receiving the Prime Minister's
Trophy Sarvottam scholarship is
75, who are provided annually
with Rs 25,000 as scholarship.
The number of recipients of the
Prime Minister's Trophy Merit
and Merit Cum Means
Scholarship is 180, under which
a scholarship of Rs 11,000 per
year is given to technical stu-
dents and Rs 7,500 per year to
non-technical students.
Scholarship is given from the in-
terest of the amount received
from Prime Minister's Trophy

award money. It is noteworthy
that SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
proved its excellence by winning
the Prime Minister's Trophy for
Best Integrated Steel Plant 11
times so far. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant is the only plant in the en-
tire SAIL, which has the distinc-
tion of winning the Prime
Minister's Trophy. In addition to

the SAIL scholarship, children of
Bhilai Steel Plant employees are
getting an additional scholarship
in the form of Prime Minister's
Trophy Scholarship. Apart from
this, the students of SAIL-BSP
have also been able to make it to
the list of SAIL Scholarship. It is
worth mentioning that Bhilai
Steel Plant had started this
scholarship under the plan to
spend the interest of the amount
received in the prestigious Prime
Minister's Trophy won as the
best integrated steel plant of the
country. It was first implement-
ed in the academic session 1995-
96. It may be noted that BSP has
so far awarded "Prime Minister
Trophy" scholarship to more
than 5000 meritorious students.
Under this, scholarships worth
more than Rs 16 crore have been
distributed so far. The Education
Department of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has issued a circular invit-
ing application for the presti-

gious "Prime Minister Trophy"
Scholarship 2022-2023. A circu-
lar has been issued for providing
Prime Minister's Trophy and
SAIL Scholarship for the aca-
demic session 2022-23 to the eli-
gible wards of regular employ-
ees of Bhilai Steel Plant. In these
scholarships, Prime Minister's
Trophy Sarvottam Scholarship,
Prime Minister's Trophy
Scholarship, Cell Merit and
Merit Cum Means Scholarship
and separate scholarship will be
provided to the differently-abled
student.

The last date for submission
of filled applications is January
31, 2023. Application forms can
be obtained from the Office of
Education Department, Room No
4, Russian Complex, Sector-7.
Applications are being issued for
this scholarship from December
01, 2022. The last date for sub-
mission of application form is
January 31, 2023.

Mental health problems on rise in
Chh’garh: Dr Prashant Agrawal 

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0055::  Dr Prashant
Agrawal, Senior Psychiatrist
and Addiction Specialist, said
that the statistics show that
the number of adults suffer-
ing from mental problems is
on the rise in Chhattisgarh.
Here, every fifth person is
suffering from some or the
other mental problem.
Considering the situation, Dr
Prashant Agrawal has organ-
ized a free medical camp on
December 07 at his clinics in
Drug and Power House.
People can get free mental
checkup, consultation and
medicines at this camp. 

According to the Mental
Health Survey Year-2019
conducted in Chhattisgarh,
more than 22 percent of peo-
ple above the age of 18 are
suffering from some form of
mental disease. The most
common of these are de-

p r e s s i o n ,
schizophre-
nia, halluci-
n a t i o n s ,
mania, de-
p r e s s i o n ,
neurological
p r o b l e m s ,
etc, caused
by the use of
psychoactive substances -
injection drug use. When it
comes to overall health, keep
in mind that the emphasis is
on keeping both the mind
and body in good health. 

Dr Prashant stated physi-
cal and mental health are
complementary to each
other. Hence, problems in
one can affect the health of
the other. Dr Prashant stated
that many famous people
even had mental problems
and they never hesitate to
speak about it and get it
cured. He suggested the
common people not be
ashamed of such health
problems. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: A
Rajbhasha competition cum
workshop on 'Writing and
Presentation skills' was or-
ganised at Town Services
department on December
01, 2022. SV Nandanwar,
CGM (TSD & CSR) was the
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. Nandanwar stated that
use of Rajbhasha should be
encouraged by motivating
people to participate in such
competitions. Awareness
will be brought about
Rajbhasha through writings
and presentations, he said.

The programme began
with a welcome address and
briefing by Yashwant
Kumar Sahu, Rajbhasha
Coordinator. Mukund Das
Manikpuri, Section Officer

presented the Annual
Report. A competition on
presentation of self-written
work on the topic 'My
favourite book' was held.
Aniket Ojha, GM (Vigilance)
and Jitendra Manikpuri,
AM (Rajbhasha) were pres-
ent as subject experts and
Judges. Earlier, the Judges
also evaluated the entries of
essay competition. The topic
for essay competition was
'My favourite tourist place'.
Aniket Ojha, GM (Vigilance)
and Jitendra Das
Manikpuri, AM (Rajbhasha)

shared their views on the oc-
casion. Those present also
shared their opinion during
the programme. The Judges
were given mementoes and
winners were felicitated in
the last phase of the pro-
gramme. Meenakshi
Mohan Iyer (Education),
Indu Dubey (Housing),
Santosh Gaund
(Enforcement) were given
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes for
essay competition while
Kedarnath Sobere
(Education) and Uttam Bhai
Patel (Shops) were given

Special Consolation prizes.
Anaj Banerjee (Housing-
Licence) and Samarjeet
Dutta (Revenue) were given
Consolation prizes. In the
presentation of self-written
work competition, Dr
Sheetal Chandra Sharma
(Education), Vay
Umashankar (Town
Planning) and Alok
Tamrakar (Housing-
Licence) were given 1st, 2nd
and 3rd prizes. Mukund Das
Manikpuri (Coordination)
was given the Special
Consolation prize while
Devanand Chouhan
(Enforcement), Indu Dubey
(Housing), Kedarnath
Sobere (Education), were
given Consolation prizes.
Mukund Das Manikpuri
proposed the Vote of
Thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: In-charge
of Smriti Nagar Chowki,
Sub Inspector Yuvraj
Deshmukh died in a road
accident which occurred
late night on Sunday at
Sonmi of Rajnandgaon
district. After completing
the work at Chowki, he
was moving towards his
residence in Rajnandgaon
on a bike.

At Somni, his bike
rammed into the rear end
of a parked truck. Fatally
injured cop was rushed to
Medical College Hospital
in Rajnandgaon where he
succumbed to his injuries.
Yuvraj had played a vital
role in solving several sen-
sational cases in Durg.

Top cops of the district
have expressed condo-

lences on his demise.
According to informa-

tion, Deshmukh's family
resides in Rajnandgaon.
He often used to visit his
house as it was not so far
from Smriti Nagar.
Around 23:00 hrs on
Sunday, he left Smriti
Nagar Chowki on his bike
CG07-BY-9537 for
Rajnandgaon.

Around 23:30 hrs, he
was unable to spot a
parked truck at Sonmi
and rammed into its rear
end. Due to the collision,
his helmet broke away
and he suffered injuries
on face and other parts
of the body.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the
spot and Deshmukh was
rushed to the hospital in
Rajnandgaon where he

succumbed during treat-
ment.

Yuvraj was positioned
as Sub Inspector in Durg
Police. In view of his capa-
bilities and efficient work-
ing, he was entrusted the
responsibility of Smriti
Nagar Chowki of Supela
Police Station. He played a
vital role in the ongoing
investigations against the

online cricket betting
rackets. He has also suc-
cessfully solved several
sensational cases during
his deployment in various
places.

It could be recollected
here that after joining the
Smriti Nagar Chowki, he
was seriously injured in a
road accident and was ad-
mitted to the hospital for
several days. Yuvraj hails
from Malighauri of Balod
District. He was the eldest
among four brothers in
the family. His wife
Menaka Deshmukh is a
house wife while his
daughter Pooja works in a
private firm, son Bel
Singh Deshmukh is
preparing for competitive
exams and younger
daughter Anju is studying
fashion designing.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: New edi-
tion  of CCET Journal of
Science and Engineering
Education was released by
Chairman CCET Bishop
HG Alexios Mar Eusebius
on Monday at a program
held at the College
Auditorium. Program
started with lighting of tra-
ditional lamp followed by
the welcome speech by
Principal Dr Dipali Soren.

College Executive vice
Chairman Rev Fr Dr PS
Varghese emphasized the
need for research and de-
velopment. Editorial board
comprised of Editor Dr
Dipali Soren and Associate
Editor Dr Preeti Nand
Kumar and Coeditors in-

cludes the HOD's of all de-
partments.

CCET Journal of Science
and Engineering
Education is an annual
open access online and
print journal that publish-
es original research papers,
review articles and case
studies in the field of engi-
neering, science and tech-
nology encompassing new
research and development
for various applications.

The journal aims to en-

hance the outlook towards
research, provide a plat-
form for innovators and re-
searchers to bring out
their contributions in the
form of research papers,
case studies, and review
articles in the fields of en-
gineering, science and
technology. Journal facili-
tate the global exchange
and review of research
ideas and expertise among
individuals in the scientif-
ic community.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: To prevent
the boozers from drinking
in public places, the mem-
bers of Nehru Nagar
Traders Association have
constituted a Whistle
Blower Patrolling Team
which moves around the
commercial complex area
in Nehru Nagar during
late evening hours. They
counsel the drinkers and
ask them not to consume
liquor in public places.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the incidents of
public boozing are on rise
across the city. People are
often seen consuming al-
cohol in lonely public
places. Many are seen con-
suming liquor in the cars
also. The residents of
Nehru Nagar Commercial
Complex were feeling

troubled due to
such people. After
receiving com-
plaints from the
women and elder-
ly people, the
Nehru Nagar
T r a d e r s
Association con-
stituted a pa-
trolling party
which moves
across the
Commercial Complex area
during late evening hours
to prevent public boozing.
President Devinder Bhatia
informed that with the
help of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, they are try-
ing to resolve the essential
issues like cleanliness,
lighting, development of
parking, bush cutting etc
in the residential cum
commercial premises.

He said that public booz-

ers had spoiled the atmos-
phere of this complex.
Considering the situation,
they made a complaint
after which the Supela
Police Team took action
against the public boozers.
Police patrolling has also
been increased in this
area. On December 04,
Nehru Nagar Traders
Association formed a
whistle blower team and
started patrolling at the se-

lected places. The team
found people consuming
liquor at some places.
They asked the drinkers to
avoid drinking in public
places as it is an offence.

General Secretary
Jagdish Ahuja and Joint
Secretary Sandeep
Singhal said that the
Municipal Corporation
should also cooperate by
making adequate arrange-
ments of lighting as this

kind of gathering happens
only because of darkness.
Local resident Vijay
Kothari has appealed to
the local residents to coop-
erate in reducing the prob-
lem by arranging ade-
quate lighting in their
buildings and establish-
ments from 7 pm to 10 pm.

After patrolling, Harsh
Chandel, Joint Secretary
of Traders Association,
met Supela police station
in-charge Inspector
Durgesh Sharma and gave
complete information
about patrolling. Nehru
Nagar Traders
Association President
Devinder Singh Bhatia,
General Secretary Jagdish
Ahuja, Joint Secretaries
Sandeep Singhal and
Harsh Chandel, local resi-
dent Vijay Kothari and
others were present.

Sonkar Samaj did commendable
work by establishing 14 schools: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: On
Monday, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
a function organised by
Sonkar Samaj in
Kumhari. CM said that he
has seen that the people of
Sonkar Samaj reside in
border areas of villages
and cities. Talking about
Raipur, he said that there
were many farms from
Sunder Nagar to Lakhe
Nagar where the people of
Sonkar community had
vegetable gardens. When
the city was expanding,
the owners were selling
the land.

At the time of investing
the money earned by sell-
ing the land, the people of
Sonkar Samaj invested it
in education. He said that
the people of Sonkar
Samaj built 14 schools. The
great interest in the field

of education shows that
the Samaj is progressive
and understands the value
of education in progress.
The Chief Minister said
that education teaches the
real use of property. Only
an educated person can
spend it in a positive direc-
tion and can also strength-
en the future.

The Chief Minister also
recalled the contribution
of Late Binny Bai Sonkar.
He said that Raipur's
Nagar Mata Binni Bai de-

voted her life's wealth for
the welfare of the society.
This is a great example of
charity. He devoted his en-
tire life's earnings for the
public interest. People of
Sonkar Samah are fortu-
nate as their society has
given such personalities.
On this occasion, the Chief
Minister praised the chari-
ty of Sonkar Samaj.

He said that you people
are basically associated
with agriculture. At this
time, our biggest responsi-

bility is to encourage do-
nation of paddy straws. He
spoke about the Palari
burning issue which caus-
es pollution in Delhi. In
Delhi, there was a great
need of oxygen during the
Corona period because the
lungs of most of the peo-
ple had become weak due
to pollution. CM said that
during his visit to Delhi,
he saw that due to pollu-
tion and fog it was difficult
to see nearby things. We
have to save our air and
save the soil.

The nutrients of the soil
are also destroyed when
the Palari is burnt. The
Chief Minister also an-
nounced Rs 23 lakh for the
building of the society in
Kumhari. Samaj President
Sharda Prasad Sonkar,
civic body President
Rajeshwar Sonkar and
other office bearers of the
Samaj were present.
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Division level Olympic 
Games on December 13 & 14

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: Division
level Olympic Games will
be held at Bhilai Vidyalaya
Sector 2 on 13 and 14
December. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre chaired an impor-
tant meeting regarding
the preparations for the
event on Monday at Hindi
Bhavan. The Divisional
Commissioner said that
about 3500 players would
participate in the division
level Olympic Games.

He instructed the offi-
cials to make sure that all
the players have good
arrangements for living
and eating. Along with
this, mobile medical team
etc should also be de-
ployed.

The Divisional
Commissioner discussed
with the District
Panchayat CEOs of all

the districts as well as the
officials of the Sports and
Education Department
regarding the responsibil-
ities assigned to them.
The officers gave detailed
information about their
preparations.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that
medical arrangements
are very important dur-
ing the games. Since peo-
ple of all age groups will
participate in these
games, an adequate
arrangement of medical

teams is necessary. Mobile
medical teams will be po-
sitioned at the venue.
Along with this, medical
teams would conduct gen-
eral medical tests before
sports like Kabaddi. The
Divisional Commissioner
inquired about the
arrangement of food.

He said that the timing
of the meal should be
fixed in such a way that
all the players can have
their meal without any
problem. Along with this,
he instructed them to

keep adequate arrange-
ments of drinking water
at the sports venue.
Instructions were also
given to make the facility
of mobile toilets etc. The
Divisional Commissioner
said that PTI should also
be kept along with the
players of all the districts.
It needs to be mentioned
here that there will be 14
types of sports in the divi-
sion level Olympics.

The Divisional
Commissioner also re-
viewed the preparations
for organizing the
Division Level Youth
Festival. It will be organ-
ized on 22 and 23
December. The Divisional
Commissioner said that a
small stage should be
made for small programs
and a big stage should be
made for big events. This
will facilitate all the par-
ticipants.

Citizens conduct patrolling to prevent public boozing CCET Journal of Science and
Engineering Education released

Sub Inspector Yuvraj Deshmukh 
died in road accident

Rajbhasha competition cum
workshop organised at TSD

p Free consultation camp
on September 07 

Dr Prashant Agrawal

More than 5000 students benefited so far from
BSP's ‘Prime Minister Trophy Scholarship’

p Disbursed an
amount of more
than 16 crores 



WASTE OUT IN OPEN

The clogged drains are being cleaned in city manually and entire waste has been
dumped on the road, posing problems to passer-by with awful odour.
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Raipur, Dec 05:

PCC Chief Mohan
Markam claimed that with
the polling percentage in
Bhanupratappur by-poll
reaching 64%, it is aptly
clear that Congress candi-
date Savitri Mandavi will
be winning the by-poll
with thumping majority.
Markam  claimed that the
people of Bhanupratappur
have extended support to
last four years of Congress
government works and
public welfare schemes in
the state and have pressed
the party’s button in sup-
port of the same. After
winning the last 2018 VS
polls by 2/3 of record ma-
jority, the faith and confi-
dence of people towards
Congress is increasing
every day .Even in all  the
four by-polls held and in
urban body and Panchayat
polls, Congress has been
blessed with voters bless-
ings. Similarly in the fifth
VS by-poll in
Bhanupratappur, the party
would win with thumping

majority and create a new
record, he added. PCC
Chief Mohan Markam
said that Congress govern-
ment with its development
works and welfare
schemes have infused con-
fidence in the mind of peo-
ple from all sections of the
society. After Congress
government coming to
power, it has worked for all
sections of the society,
then be it the waiving of
agriculture loan to the
farmers or providing MSP
of Rs 2500 per quintal on
paddy or increasing the
honorarium on
Tendupatta leaves collec-
tions from Rs 2500 to Rs
4000 per standard sack; or

re-examination of more
than 4.5 lakh ‘Van Adhikar
Pattas’ and others. Set
aside this, the works done
in the field on Education,
roads, drinking water,
health facilities in Bastar
too has been done by the
Congress government. The
constitutional rights with
the ex-CM Raman Singh
led BJP government had
deprived the tribals in the
state, was restored and
passed as bill in the VS by
the Congress government.
For release of the innocent
tribals imprisoned in the
jail, a committee has been
formed under
Charimanship of Justice
Patnaik to grant justice to
them. The government
handed over land to the
tribals of Lohandiguda
and laid the foundation of
confidence and it has got
strengthened further in
last four years. It is this
confidence which will
form the main basis of
party’s victory in this
Bhanupratappur by-poll,
he added.

Cong to win by-poll with
thumping majority: Markam

Confidence of people over last four year’s work has doubled

Kanker, Dec 05:

The BJP candidate for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Brahmanand Netam has
been taken into arrest just
after completion of the
polling today by the
Jharkhand police. Coming
into action mode right
after the polling, the
Jharkhand police arrested
the BJP candidate Netam
and then later released
him, as the candidate has
obtained stay order on his
arrest from Jharkhand
High Court. After this the
Jharkhand police re-
turned.

It is notable here that
the Jharkhand Police had
earlier issued order and
even conducted raid at his
residence in Charama in
context of his alleged in-
volvement in a rape case
under POCSO Act. But as
per the law, the BJP candi-
date cannot be taken into
arrest till arrest orders are

issued from the Court in
Jharkhand and so all this
continued till the cam-
paigning and on the day of
polling today.

Finally on his arrest
today, the BJP candidate’s
supporter staged protest
and sat on dharna de-
manding his release and
even raised slogans in
protest. Commenting on
this Bramhanand Netam
said that after HC’s order,
it is aptly clear that he is
not having any charges
and it is the truth of the
victory and everything is
as clear and in black &
white. He charged that the
level to which the
Congress party workers
and its leaders can stoop
below in politics, too is vis-
ible to all.

Bramhanand taken into
arrest, later released

 As Netam 

obtained stay

order from J’khand

Court in his favour

Raipur, Dec 05:

Raipur Smart City Ltd
is organizing ‘Anubhav
Yatra’ on 6th December
for senior citizens who
were witness to develop-
ment of the city. As many
as 50 senior citizens asso-
ciated with various or-
ganizations and are liv-
ing in old age homes will
participate in Anubhav
Yatra and give their feed-
back on the Ease of
Living Index-2022. Raipur
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar will
also visit along with sen-
ior citizens to know
everyone’s opinion re-
garding city develop-
ment. The event is being
organized with the sup-

port of Helpage India, an
organization working for
the elderly. The ‘Anubhav
Yatra’ will start from
Choubey Colony at 11 am
on Tuesday and will con-
clude in the evening at
B u d h a t a l a b - S w a m i
Vivekananda Sarovar
with the presentation of
Bapu’s favorite Bhajans.

Under the ‘Ease of
Living Index-2022’ survey
conducted by the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs,
Government of India,
this Anubhav Yatra is
being organized to take
the opinion of citizens
and motivate them for
feedback regarding
urban civic services.

Under this, the web link
http://eol2022.org and the
QR code set by the
Government of India is
being issued to encour-
age citizens to give their
opinion about their city.

Under the Anubhav
Yatra, the senior citizens
of the city will first reach
the Anand Samaj Library
which was set up in 1908.
They will witness
Library’s renovation
work carried out by
Raipur Smart City
Limited. Historical books
and bibliographies have
been preserved in this li-
brary.

After leaving from
Anand Samaj Library,
this excursion team of

senior citizens will reach
Chandkhuri, the abode of
Mata Kaushalya. After
visiting the temple, the
team will reach Ram
Mandir located on VIP
Road.

Subsequently the sen-
ior citizens will visit
Telibandha Talab. During
their visit they will get in-
formation about traffic
management, civil secu-
rity and crime control
arrangements from Hi-
tech ITMS system.
‘Anubhav Yatra’ will con-
clude at Budhatalab
premises amid presenta-
tion of Bhajans by local
artistes. Senior citizens
will be honoured on the
occasion.

Ease of Living Index-2022 Survey
Elders to join ‘Anubhav Yatra’, give feedback today

Raipur, Dec 05: 

Director Health
Services Bhim Singh
today conducted surprise
visit to District Hospital
Pandri and took stock of
the health facilities being
provided to the patients.
He inspected all the
wards, operation theatre,
intensive unit room and
interacted with the ad-
mitted patients and in-
quired about their well-
being. He inquired about
the availability of medi-
cines in the hospital and
the medicines being given
to the patients from the
doctors posted in the hos-
pital. The nuances of
Hamar Lab’s operation
were also examined.

Dr PK Gupta, Civil
Surgeon, District
Hospital Pandri told that
the Director Health
Services today reviewed
all the health services in
the District Hospital
Pandri. He expressed sat-
isfaction over the
progress of Hamar Lab

and instructed to in-
crease sample collection
from nearby government
health institutions. He
said that better treatment
should be ensured for
each and every patient
coming to the hospital, as
well as there should be no
compromise with the

quality of the services
being provided.
Providing better health
facilities to the patients is
the first priority of the
department. Director
Health Services had a de-
tailed discussion with
civil surgeons and doc-
tors of the hospital on the
services being provided
in the hospital including
OPD, operation theatre,
blood bank and other fa-
cilities. Civil surgeon Dr.
Gupta further said that
during the inspection, the
Health Director directly
discussed with the pa-
tients about cleanliness
and food arrangements.
He told to send demand
letter for CT scan facility.
Instructions were given
to make Ayushman card
Ayushman card of all the
patients coming to the
hospital.

Health Director visits Raipur District Hospital
 Inspects works

in Hamar Lab

Raipur, Dec 05: The
cricket team of the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur which
includes faculty and staff
has successfully made
their way to the quarter-fi-
nals of the All India Inter
NIT cricket tournament
being held at VNIT
Nagpur from 4 to 7
December 2022. Dr. V. K.
Gaba is the skipper of the
16-member team.

In its opening match,
NIT Raipur defeated NIT
Goa by 4 wickets where Dr.
V. K. Gaba was declared as
Player of the Match. In the
second league game, NIT

Raipur defeated NIT
Jamshedpur by 5 wickets
and secured their place in
the knockouts. Dr. Rajesh
Doriya (Vice-Captain) was
declared the Player of the
Match. The members of
the squad include Dr.
Neeraj Vishwakarma, Dr.
Ajay Vikram Ahirwar, Dr.
Amit Raj Singh, Dr.
Jitendra Kumar Raut, Dr.
Lalit Kumar Sahu, Dr.
Naeem Ahmad, Dr. Dipak
Singh, Suresh Dua, Dilip
Chandra, Vikas Kumar
Sharma, Tameshwar
Sinha, Vivek Kumar
Singh, Umakant Verma,
and Laxman Dhivar. NIT
Raipur will take on MNIT
Jaipur in quarter-final on
06 December 2022.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

NIT Raipur enters
into Quater-Finals 

 Of All India Inter NIT
Cricket Tournament 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0055::  

Governor Anusuiya Uikey
met 130 students of residential
schools run across the state for
the children of special back-
ward tribal communities in the
state on Monday at the Raj
Bhavan. On this occasion,
Governor Ms. Uikey interacted
with the children of the tribal
community. She also asked the
students about the status of
their studies in their residential
school.  The students of special
backward tribes of the state -
Abuzhmadia, Baiga, Birhor,
Kamar and Pahari Korwa com-
munity are being taken to
selected places of Raipur
under a two-day educational
tour program. In this series the
students toured  the Raj
Bhavan under the leadership of
the Commissioner of Tribals
and Scheduled Tribes
Department Mrs. Shammi
Abidi. On this occasion Mrs.
Abidi apprised the governor
about the educational tour pro-

gram for the students of spe-
cial backward tribes and the
schemes being run for the stu-
dents. The Governor interacted
with the children and asked
them about their educational
tour experiences.

The Governor also listened
to the grievances of the chil-
dren and directed the authori-
ties concerned to resolve
them. The governor asked the
students to study hard to
achieve their goals and inform
their teachers and higher
authorities if they have any
problems. She also wished all
the students for their bright
future. On this occasion Mrs.
Abidi presented books related
to tribal subjects to the
Governor. Legal Adviser to the
Governor, Rajesh Kumar
Srivastava, Secretary of
Scheduled Castes and Tribes
Welfare Department, DD.
Singh, Deputy Secretary to the
Governor, Deepak Kumar
Agarwal and senior officials of
the department were present.

Governor met students of
Special Backward TribesRaipur, Dec 05: 

Director of the State
Educational Research
and Training Council,
Mr. Rajesh Singh Rana
has said that the useful-
ness of education will be
proved only when we
link it with business. If
we develop different
types of skills in chil-
dren, then when they go
out for education, they
will have employment in
their hands. Mr. Rana
was addressing a two-day
workshop organized on
vocational education at
the State Council of
Educational Research
and Training. In the
workshop, how the con-
tents given in the text-
books of class 9th to 12th
can be related to busi-
ness, identify the subject
wise skills that are to be

developed in the chil-
dren. The workshop was
organised by Mahatma
Gandhi National Council
of Rural Education
Hyderabad Institute and
SCERT to improve the
quality of education. Mr.
Rajesh Singh Rana said
that how the students of
the state can do better
work in life. He explained
the usefulness and im-
portance of vocational
education. Mr. Rana said
that our education
should be such that it can
fulfill the purpose of giv-
ing a better citizen to the
society. The teaching
method should be such
that it is not only subject-
based but also can pro-
vide new employment op-

portunities to the stu-
dents. Referring to the
thoughts of Mahatma
Gandhi, Joint Director of
the State Educational
Research and Training
Council, Nishi Bhambri,
said that our education
should be such that it
connects the students
with head, heart and
hand and they can lead a
respectable life by join-

ing employment. Dr.
Yogita Mandole of
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Education Council,
Hyderabad was also pres-
ent on this occasion. In
the workshop, profes-
sional skills in Hindi,
English, Mathematics
Science, Social Science
subjects were highlight-
ed by the academic mem-
bers of SCERT, so that
while teaching the
teacher subjects, various
skills like writing, speak-
er, acting, sculpture,
wood art, song, dance,
and muscial skills can be
developed and students
can be financially capa-
ble along with profes-
sional skills. Apart from
the subject experts of
SCERT, academic mem-
bers of DIET were also
present in this program.

Skill development will provide employment: Rana
 Two day workshop on

vocational education

Raipur, Dec 05: 

The process of purchas-
ing paddy at support price
from farmers in the state
continues. So far 30 lakh
36 thousand 900 metric
tons of paddy has been
procured from the farm-
ers at the support price, in
return for which more
than Rs 6365 crore have
been paid to 8 lakh 20,852
farmers under the bank
linking arrangement.

There is no problem in
selling the paddy to the
farmers and the entire
system is being closely
monitored. Adequate
quantity of gunny bags is
available in all the acqui-
sition centres.

Due to the system of is-
suing online tokens to the
farmers by the state gov-
ernment this year to buy
paddy at the support

price, the farmers have
started getting conven-
ience. A large number of
farmers have started se-
lecting the date of their
choice to sell paddy
through Token ‘Tunhar
Hath app’. Along with
this, the system of manu-
ally issuing tokens to
farmers by procurement
centers continues as in
previous years. Food
Secretary T.K. Verma said
that this year, 25.92 lakh
farmers have been regis-
tered in the state to sell
paddy at the support
price, including about 2.23
lakh new farmers. 2568
procurement centers have
been set up for paddy pro-
curement in the state.
Common paddy is being

bought at Rs 2040 per
quintal and grade-A
paddy at Rs 2060 per quin-
tal. The system of paddy
procurement in the state
is being closely moni-
tored.

Cargo carriers are
being checked at the
check post to prevent ille-
gal transportation of
paddy from bordering
states. He said that this
year also paddy procure-
ment is being done along
with paddy harvesting
like last year. 24.51 lakh
metric tons of paddy is
raised by D.O. 1,91,317
metric tonnes of paddy
has been procured from
more than 54,565 farmers
in the state on December
5, apart from this, more
than 53,295 metric tonnes
of paddy has been pro-
cured from farmers
through online tokens.

30.37 lakh MT paddy has been purchased at MSP
 About Rs 6365 cr

paid to farmersRaipur, Dec 05: Health
Minister T.S. Singhdeo will
discuss with senior depart-
mental officials and manu-
facturers and suppliers
firms participating in the
tender to resolve the prob-
lems in the supply of medi-
cines and medical equip-
ment in the state.

He will hold a meeting in
a private hotel in Raipur
on December 6 with repre-
sentatives of companies
related to the supply of
medicines and on
December 7 with represen-
tatives of companies relat-
ed to the manufacture and
supply of medical equip-
ment. Meanwhile, to in-
crease the participation of
companies in the tender is-
sued by the Chhattisgarh
Medical Services
Corporation Limited for

the supply of medicines
and medical equipment in
the state, the problems
faced by the suppliers in
the current tender process
and its solutions, the new
technologies available in
the field of medicines and
the future work plans will
be discussed. In a meeting
organised by the
Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation

Limited, the President of
the Corporation Dr. Pritam
Ram, Directors Dr. Vinay
Jaiswal, Dr. K.K. Dhruva
and Nilabh Dubey,
Secretary of Health
Department Mr. Prasanna
R., Director of Health
Services, Mr. Bhim Singh,
Director of National
Health Mission, Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas Sandeepan
and C.G.M.S.C. Managing
Director, Mr. Abhijit Singh
along with senior officers
of the department will also
attend. So far 250 pharma-
ceutical and medical de-
vice manufacturing com-
panies and their represen-
tatives have registered for
the meeting. Even before
the start of the meeting,
companies and firms can
register on-spot from 9:30
am to 11 am.

Singhdeo to discuss about problems faced
with manufacturers and supplier firms 
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Fingeshwar, Dec 05:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel partook
lunch, sitting on the
ground at the house of
farmer Biselal Sahu in
Fingeshwar today as a

part of his statewide
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
The farmer and his family
gave a warm welcome to
Chief Minister upon his
arrival at their house.

Chief Minister Baghel
relished the taste of tradi-

tional Chhattisgarhi food
was served on a brass plat-
ter. The dishes included
Bathua Bhaji, Tivra Bhaji,
Jimikanda, Dal Palak,
Bijouri, Gulgula, and
hand-grinded tomato
chutney. Shri Baghel
asked the family members
about their well-being and
thanked them for the deli-
cious lunch. Food
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla, and
other public representa-
tives accompanied Chief
Minister for lunch.

CM Baghel partakes lunch
at the house of a farmer 

In Fingeshwar under Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan

 Relishes the 
taste of traditional
Ch’garhi food

Fingeshwar, Dec 05:

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel started
the Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gram with the worship of
Chhattisgarh Mahatari
in Fingeshwar. He said
that Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gramme is being organ-
ized so that the benefits
of the State
Government’s public
welfare schemes can
reach out to the benefici-
aries.

The Chief Minister re-
ceived the information
about the sale of paddy
from farmers during his
conversation with them.
He said that paddy pur-

chase is being done cur-
rently. Our Government
made schemes for the
farmers for the first
time. He also said that
the amount under the 4th
installment of Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Yojana will be given on
31 March. Ration card
holder Santoshi Sahu

from Village Parsada
ward no. 19 said that
they are getting extra 5
kg. of rice on 35 Kg. rice.
They are also getting salt
free of cost and sugar at
Rs. 17. She requested the
Chief Minister to lower
the price of kerosene.

Santoshi also told the
Chief Minister about the

problems faced by
women because of the
expensive price of do-
mestic gas. The Chief
Minister said that the
State Government pro-
vides items like rice,
sugar, and salt; domestic
gas and kerosene are pro-
vided by the Government
of India. Farmer Sant
Ram Sahu, a resident of
Kesrudih, said that he

has a farming land of 8
acres. He said that he
hasn’t been able to re-
ceive the amount due to
double registration
(farming in two villages)
and requested the Chief
Minister for the prompt
resolution of his prob-
lem. The Chief Minister
gave the required in-
structions on this matter
to officers.

Govt made schemes for farmers for the first time:CM
 Holds talks with

farmers and other
beneficiaries 
to check benefit of
govt schemes

Gautans being developed as RIPA: CM

Fingeshwar: President of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
(RYMC) said that formation of the club has given a
boost to the cultural programs. He told that after win-
ning the district level sports competitions, he went to
the divisional level. On this, Chief Minister said that
Gauthans are being developed as Rural Industrial
Parks to provide employment to the youth and Rs 2
crore has been given for setting up flour mills and oil
mills in Gauthans. He said that infrastructure is
being developed in Gauthans for setting up small in-
dustries. All these programs have to be done through
Yuva Mitan Club.

Raipur, Dec 05:

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has started a
new facility to provide
necessary facilities to the
elderly, differently-abled
and people belonging to
the third gender commu-
nity in case of emergency.
Through this facility start-
ed as per the announce-
ment of the Chief
Minister assistance will be
given for medical aid, pen-
sion and to resolve prob-
lems related to govern-
ment schemes.

Women and Child
Development (W&CD)
Minister Anila Bhediya
and Urban
Administration Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Dahariya
on Sunday formally inau-
gurated this new facility
being operated by the
Social Welfare
Department.

In a programme organ-
ized on the occasion of
International Day of
Disabled Persons, Women
Child Development and
Social Welfare Minister

Anila Bhediya said that on
the approval of Chief
Minister Shri Baghel, re-
habilitation equipment in-
cluding motorized tricy-
cles will be distributed to
about 10,000 divyangs
every year. Similarly, skill
upgradation training will
be given to 15,000 divyangs
according to their interest
to connect them with em-
ployment. Under this, an
action plan has been
chalked out to provide
skill upgradation training
to 5,000 visually impaired,

hearing, speech and ortho-
pedically impaired people.

It is worth mentioning
that Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel an-
nounced to start the facili-
ty of helpline number
155326 and toll-free num-
ber- 1800-233-8989 for the
elderly, differently-abled
and third-gender commu-
nity on State Foundation
Day. This facility was
being operated on an ex-
perimental basis by the
Social Welfare
Department. Now, it has

been duly launched on the
occasion of the
International Day of
Disabled Persons. Mahtari
Express-102, Medical
Helpline 104 and number
112 issued for emergency
services have also been
linked with this new facili-
ty.

Meanwhile, till now
there was no effective sys-
tem in the state to help
such elderly people who
are staying alone and
whose children have
moved outside the state to

work. Keeping this in
view, on October 01, on the
occasion of International
Day of Older Persons,
Chief Minister Shri
Baghel announced to start
‘Sian helpline’ for the eld-
erly in Chhattisgarh from
November 1 i.e. State
Foundation Day. Chief
Minister Shri Baghel has
said that it is our moral re-
sponsibility to take proper
care of the elderly who
give an important contri-
bution to nation-building.
The state government is

committed to provide all
possible help to the elderly.

Social Welfare
Department officials said
that the trial of the new
helpline facility was going
on since November 01.
Everyday senior citizen
and divyangs are getting
information related to
pension and departmental
schemes. Besides, TG com-
munity people are seeking
information about the em-
ployment and benefits
being given to them by the
state government.

Several schemes and
programmes are being
run by the Social Welfare
Department for the wel-
fare and rehabilitation of
senior citizens, Divyangs
and people of the TG com-
munity.

Through the helpline
and toll-free number, along
with getting information
about departmental
schemes, people con-
cerned can avail many
emergency services in-
cluding counselling, com-
plaint, and redressal of
pension payments.

Helpline facility started for the elderly, PwDs and TG community
 As part of implemen-

tation of CMr’s
announcement 

 W&CD and Urban
Admn Minister 
inaugurated the
helpline facility

 Problems related to
government
schemes including
medical aid, pension
will be resolved

KKoonnttaa,,  DDeecc  0066:: After 40 years,
another road has now come out
of the files in Sukma district, the
Naxal stronghold of
Chhattisgarh state. This con-
struction of road from Konta to
Golapalli, about 42 km away
from the last end of
Chhattisgarh state. For the last
14-15 days, about 2,000 jawans
have surrounded the strip where
the road is being built in the
middle. Apart from this, inten-
sive patrolling of the force is
going on in the forests on both
sides.  The jawans are patrolling
round the clock on the road
being constructed. In this way,
14 km of kuccha road has been
built and the work of 28 km is
left. The area through which this
road is passing has been consid-
ered as the undeclared capital
of Naxalites. It is on the border
line of Chhattisgarh and
Telangana states.   The big prob-
lem is that it is about 42 km from
Konta to Golapalli. But for the
people of 30 nearby villages,
this journey is 125 km. Most of
the top Naxal commanders are
active in Golapalli area of
??Konta block. Before starting
the road work, more than 200
landmines were removed from

this kuccha road. And due to the
construction of the road, several
encounters with Naxalites also
took place. In which many sol-
diers were also martyred.
DDuuee  ttoo  NNaaxxaalliittee  aaffffeecctteedd  aarreeaa,,
tteennddeerr  hhaass  ffaaiilleedd  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess

Tenders were issued 16-17
times in the last 40 years to
make this road about 42 km long
from Golapalli. But due to
Naxalite fear, no contractor
could come forward to do this
road construction work and ten-
ders failed. But now three con-
tractors have taken up this
work.  The road will be built at
Rs. 118 crore.  Now 14 km was
given the shape of two-lane by
laying ballast and murum.
AAllll  kkiinnddss  ooff  ffaacciilliittiieess  ooff  tthhee  ggoovvtt--
aaddmmnn  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  tthhee  vviillllaaggeerrss::
SSPP

Sukma SP Sunil Sharma is
also patrolling the Golapalli road
construction work and told that
the more connectivity will
increase in Naxal affected area,
the more development will hap-
pen and people will get all kinds
of facilities. With the construc-
tion of the road, the police,
administration and medical
teams would be able to reach
the villages easily.

Two thousand jawans
patrolled day and night 

Bilaspur, Dec 05: 

Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
was felicitated at Banaras
Hindu University (BHU),
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
Professor Chakrawal was
honored at the BHU
International Commerce
Alumni Meet 2022
(BICAM 2022) and
International Seminar on
Mahamana’s Vision and
National Education
Policy 2020, organized by
the Department of
Commerce of BHU, on
December 03 and 04, 2022.

While presiding over
the inaugural session of
the two-day international
seminar held at
Swatantrata Bhavan,
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that it is necessary for the

students to have knowl-
edge of all subjects so as
to have useful life lessons.
He emphasized that the
National Education
Policy 2020 encourages
youth for multidiscipli-
nary education which mo-
tivates students to develop
skills, make them more
employable and entrepre-
neurial as well as self-re-
liant. He added that
National Education
Policy 2020 is the first edu-
cation policy which is a
policy prepared with a
base of Indian thought.
With this aim, education
in mother tongue has
been promoted. At the
same time, all Indian lan-
guages are national lan-

guages, there is no place
for any kind of debate re-
garding language.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that we
should continuously study
the National Education
Policy 2020 so that it would
be convenient to imple-
ment its various dimen-
sions. This education poli-
cy talks about solutions
instead of problems.
Leading a cluster of 12
universities, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya has
taken active and positive
steps towards implement-
ing the Academic Bank of
Credit with the idea of im-
plementing the Education
Policy 2020 in its entirety.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that in the
National Education Policy
2020, character and spiri-
tual development as well
as practical development
have been made the core
focus areas of education
for the all-round develop-
ment of the youth. He said
that keeping in view the
need of the present times,
students should have
knowledge of other sub-
jects along with their sub-
ject so that well-rounded
citizens can be created in
the society. On this occa-
sion, the old students of
BHU’s Department of
Commerce also participat-
ed and presented their
views.

Multidisciplinary education system is
the need of the hour: Prof. Chakrawal

 Prof. Chakrawal 

honored in the

International seminar

organized at BHU

Ramnihal Pandey

RRaaiippuurr:: Ramnihal Pandey,
R/o Brahminpara, breathed
his last here on Monday. The
final rites will be performed
on Dec 6 at Marwari crema-
torium.

OBITUARY

Raipur, Dec 05:

Chhattisgarh Backward
Classes Welfare
Association (CBCWA)
members met with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
yesterday at his residen-
tial office. They thanked
the Chief Minister for
passing the bill to provide
27 percent reservation to
other backward classes in
the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister, Bhupesh
Baghel, stated that the
state’s 27% of reservations
for OBCs will serve as a
model for the rest of the
nation. The choice to re-
serve will have a signifi-
cant impact on how other
backward-class residents
evolve in this area. A sig-
nificant portion of the so-
cially and economically
marginalized population
will have a greater chance
of progressing. The Chief

Minister stated that after
gathering the essential in-
formation pertaining to
residents of other back-
ward classes in the state
by forming the
Quantifiable Data
Commission, we have de-
cided to grant this class a
27 percent reservation.

The development of
other underprivileged
classes is a priority for the
Chhattisgarh government,
said Chief Minister
Baghel. The Chhattisgarh
Backward Classes Welfare
Association’s members in-
formed the chief minister
that the approval of the
Reservation Bill had creat-
ed a wave of joy in the
whole state. The suffering
of the Other Backward
Classes has finally been
understood in this place.

The delegation thanked
the Chief Minister for the
numerous amenities, such
as the hostels that the
State Government has
opened in several loca-
tions for students from
Other Backward Classes.

On this occasion,
Sarvashri Omprakash
Sahu, Leelaram, Devaram,
Baliram Sinha, Bhagwat
Vaishnav, Phoolchand
Dewan, Gangaram
Baghel, Suresh Patel,
Chintaram Sahu, Krishna,
Thakur Ram, Loknath
Rathore, Harichand
Nishad, Ramdutt Kaushik,
Mrs. Dhaneshwari, Mrs.
Padmavati, Mrs. Revati
Vatsal, Mohan
C h a n d r a v a n s h i ,
Bhupendra, Santosh,
Dhanaram Sahu were
present.

National example will be set by 
Ch’garh’s 27% reservation for OBCs: CM
 CBCWA expresses

gratitude to 
the CM for the
reservation bill

Little Chhattisgarhi

singer Aru Sahu met

the Chief Minister

Raipur, Dec 05:

The little
Chhattisgarhi singer,
Ms Aru Sahu, met the
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his
residential office yes-
terday evening. The
singer Aru Sahu told
the Chief Minister that
she was honored with
the “G-Give India Born
to Shine Award” along
with being selected
amongst the top 30
singers in the country.
The Chief Minister
congratulated Aru for
being recognized at the
national level for her
singing talent. He also
encouraged her to ex-
hibit her art more
beautifully in the fu-
ture.

She also told the
Chief Minister that she
had perfor med the
Chhattisgarhi song
“Arpa Pairi Ke Dhaar”
during a musical event
held in Mumbai. On
this occasion, Aru Sahu
also performed the new
song based on Narwa,
Garua, Ghurwa, Badi
Yojana for the Chief
Minister. Mr. Baghel
praised the melodious
voice of Kum. Sahu and
gave best wishes for her
bright future. On this
occasion, the family
members of Aru Sahu
were also present.

Amarkanthak, Dec 05: 

World Soil Health Day
was celebrated on 5
December 2022 by the
Agricultural Science
Center of Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University, Amarkantak
by training the farmers of
the region. Vice
Chancellor Professor Shri
Prakash Mani Tripathi
and Chief Guest Mrs.
Sheela Tripathi
(Chairman -Mr Sheel
Mandal) were present in
the program. Program

coordinator Dr. Anita
Thakur gave a welcome
speech and farmers were
informed about the Soil
Health Card Scheme and
soil testing.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Sriprakash
Mani Tripathi, who was
presiding over the pro-
gram, made his statement
from the verses of
Atharvaveda. You said
that the earth is our moth-
er and we all are its chil-
dren, so we should take
care of our mother. Today
is the day that we should

be concerned about the
stream which gives us oth-
ers till the end of life. We
should respect him.
Above the earth, the

farmer is like a god who
takes care of the earth and
this Reva section is God’s
Tapobhoomi, there is God
in every particle here. I

assure that a laboratory
equipped with advanced
and modern techniques
will be built soon in the
Krishi Vigyan Kendra of
the University. Soil health
cards were distributed to
the farmers in the pro-
gram by which the farmer
brothers would maintain
the fertility of the soil by
using fertilizers in a bal-
anced quantity.

Chief Guest Mrs.
Sheela Tripathi said in her
statement that the earth is
like a mother, the way nu-
trients are given to the

body of the mother who
gives birth so that the com-
ing child is healthy. In the
same way, we should put
nutrients in the earth so
that we can get an im-
proved crop.

Sandeep Chauhan ji
conducted the stage and
co-coordinator of the pro-
gram. In the end, vote of
thanks was proposed by
Dr. Anil Kurmi. Farmers
were given technical infor-
mation related to agricul-
ture by Sunil Kumar
Rathore, scientist of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra.

‘Soil testing laboratory will be constructed in IGNTU’



Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 05: we have
always received affection,
cooperation and blessings
from all the people of
Korba, it has been my con-
stant endeavor to live up to
the trust of the citizens,
and fulfill their aspira-
tions and needs. Revenue
Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal said these during
the inauguration program
of the community build-
ing organized in
Kharmora.

The newly constructed
community building was
inaugurated under the
chairmanship of Guest of
Honor and Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad Korba
MP Jyotsna Charandas
Mahant and Chief Guest
Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal. On this

occasion, Agrawal further
said in his address that
our Korba should become
the most beautiful city
among the cities of the
state, where there should
be no shortage of civic
amenities, rapid develop-
ment work should be done
in this direction.

He said that if our gov-
ernment was not present
in Chhattisgarh, then the
establishment of medical

college in Korba would
have remained a dream.
He said that the Chief
Minister of the state
Bhupesh Baghel,
Assembly Speaker Dr.
Charandas Mahant and
Member of Parliament
from Korba Lok Sabha
constituency Jyotsna
Mahant are giving full
guidance for the develop-
ment of Korba.

On this occasion, Mrs.

Jyotsna Charandas
Mahant, MP from Korba
Lok Sabha constituency
said the Government of
Chhattisgarh is continu-
ously working in the inter-
est of the people of all so-
cieties and religions, we

believe that there is no
other duty greater than so-
cial service and human
service, all the society
should be respected. Many
public representatives, cit-
izens and party workers
were present.

Demand for construction of 
barrage for irrigation intensifies
Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  DDeecc  0055::  In develop-
ment block Fingeshwar under
Gariaband district, 18 villages of
Jamgaon area are dependent on
Sukha River for irrigation, as
though the river is submerged in
water; there is enough water still
for irrigation, because there is
no barrage to interconnect the
water flow to the fields. Villagers
under Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Samiti, have been continuously
struggling for the past several
years and with the arrival of
Chief Minister to Fingeshwar,
the struggle has intensified.  

On the occasion, Bhuneshwar
Sahu, president of Sukha river
belt Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Samiti, demanded that this area

would contin-
ue to suffer
from famine,
if a barrage is
not built. Here
it needs a
mention that
the survey

work for the barrage has been
completed and the proposed
budget for the construction of
the said barrage has also been
prepared and it was tabled in the
budget of last year 2021-22 but it
was not approved.  

The MLA of Rajim Legislative
Assembly and the first
Panchayat Minister Mr. Amitesh
Shukla has also requested to
convey the voice of the public to
the Chief Minister for the fulfill-
ment of the above demand.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 05: On the oc-
casion of International Day
of Persons with
Disabilities on December 3,
International Day of
Persons with Disabilities
celebration 2022 was organ-
ized by the Social Welfare
Department under the
chairmanship of Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Daharia, and
Social Welfare Minister
Anila Bhendia at Jora
Ground in the capital
Raipur.

In the ceremony, the
guests gave state level
awards to Divyangjans in 8
different categories for ex-
cellent work and 20
Divyangjans were provided
state-of-the-art artificial
bionic hands, artificial legs
free of cost. Durg district
was awarded the State
Level Award 2022 in the
best district category for its
excellent work for the wel-
fare of the disabled.

Durg Collector
Pushpendra Meena re-
ceived shield, certificate

and citation in the ceremo-
ny. On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Smt. Ambika Singhdev,
Chairman of Chhattisgarh
Yoga Commission Gyanesh
Sharma, Raipur Mayor
Ejaz Dhebar, District
Panchayat President Smt.
Domeshwari Verma, Social
Welfare Department
Secretary Bhuvnesh Yadav,
Director Ramesh Kumar
Verma, departmental offi-
cers and employees includ-
ing disabled people and
their relatives were pres-
ent. Addresing the ceremo-
ny, Urban Administration
Minister Dr. Daharia said
that we need to look into
ways to deal with the chal-
lenges of disability and

what should be the contri-
bution of the disabled to
the society and the society
to the disabled and greatly
empowerment of Divyang
is being encouraged by the
state government. Social

Welfare Minister Mrs
Bhendia while congratulat-
ing International Disabled
Day said that in
Chhattisgarh, 7 percent
reservation has been given
in jobs for the disabled and

along with this, a large
number of Divyangs have
also been placed in jobs in
the state, which has also
been appreciated by the
Centre.

Gita Jayanti celebrated 
in Ram Janaki temple

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Dec 05: Gita
Jayanti was celebrated
with devotion here on
Ekadashi of Shukla
Paksha of the month of
Agahan in village
Birkoni Ram Janaki
temple. Devotees wor-
shiped the Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita with fra-
grant flowers and recit-
ed the Gita and worship-
ing the Gita and Lord
Vishnu.

A c h a r y a
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n
Vaishnav told in transla-
tion that reading and lis-
tening to Bhagavad Gita is
considered very auspi-
cious on this day and The

Bhagavad Gita is divided
into 18 chapters in which

Jnana Yoga, Karma Yoga
and Bhakti Yoga are dis-
cussed.

It preached Karmayoga
in the first 6 chapters, fol-

lowed by Gyan Yoga in
6 chapters and Bhakti
Yoga in the last 6 chap-
ters. The emergence of
knowledge can liberate
man from all darkness,
for as long as man is en-
slaved to the senses,
beset by material at-
tractions, and free from
fear, attachment, hatred
and anger, he said.

Preeti Chandrakar,
Ruchi Sahu, Monika
Chandrakar, Jaya
Pandey, Charu Yadav,
Ishika Chandrakar,
Sima Vaishnav recited

the Gita lesson. Many vil-
lagers and devotees were
present on the occasion.

CM urges farmers to donate
stubble for Gauseva

Central Chronicle News

Chhura, Dec 05: The Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel gave
information on schemes
run by the State

Government including im-
portant ones like Kissan
Rin Maafi Yojana, Dhaan
Kharidi Yojana (being done
at the highest rate in the na-
tion), Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Suraji Gaon Yojana, Narwa
Garuwa Ghurwa Badi
Yojana, Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Abhiyan, Rajiv

Gandhi Yuva Mitan Yojana.
He said that he launched
the Karz Maafi Yojana for
the welfare of farmers right
after the formation of their
Government, thus fulfilling
his promise. He started a di-
rect conversation with the
common people while tak-
ing feedback.

CM distributes goods and cheques 
of financial aid to the beneficiaries 

Central Chronicle News

Chhura, Dec 05: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today distributed goods
and cheques of financial
aids to the beneficiaries
under various depart-
mental schemes in the
Bhent-Mulaqat program
organized at Chhura, the
development block head-
quarters of Rajim assem-
bly constituency.

In the programme, fish
nets, ice boxes and growth
promoters were provided
to 16 beneficiaries of the
Fisheries Department.
Similarly, knapsack
sprayers were provided to
5 beneficiaries by the
Agriculture Department,
bicycles were provided to
20 girl students of Swami
Atmanand School Chhura
under Free Saraswati
Bicycle Scheme by the

Education Department.
Tricycle was provided

to 1 beneficiary whereas
two beneficiaries were
given electronic cycle, 2
beneficiaries were provid-
ed wheelchairs and hear-

ing aids were given to 10
beneficiaries under the
Welfare Department.

Chief Minister Baghel
gave cheques of Rs. 80
thousand each to 5 women
self-help groups under

Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, and a cheque
of Rs. 1 lakh to one benefi-
ciary under Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department.
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p In 'Bhent-Mulaquat
in village Chhura

In the Bhent-Mulaqat program organized at Chhura in Gariaband district

Announcements made
by CM in Chhura

# Chhura will be
made a subdivision

# Lighting arrange-
ments to be made in
the stadium located
in Chura

# Construction of
Hindi Medium
Swami Atmanand
School building in
Chura announced

# ITI building will be
built in Chhura

# Announcement to
make village
Panduka a sub-
tehsil

# Sargabundia pond
will be beautified

# Construction of
33/11 KV sub-station
in village Rowan of
Chhura

Co-op and blessings from all the people of the society: Agrawal

Empowerment of Disabled being encouraged in CG: Dr. Daharia 

Diasbled and organizations honoured
Kamlesh Kumar Sahu of Janjgir-Champa district,

Rajkumar Verma of Bilaspur district in hearing impaired
category, Ramkumar Sonkar of Bemetara district in ortho-
pedically impaired category were awarded for the best dis-
abled employee. For the best voluntary organization,
Fortune Foundation Pretendih of Mahasamund district in
the visually impaired category, Pragya Karna Deaf School
and Hostel of Raipur district for the hearing impaired cate-
gory, Greenbook Education and Environment Welfare
Society of Kanker district for the orthopedically impaired
category and Cerebral Palsy / Multiple Ankur Sanstha of
Korba district was awarded the State Level Award for
Divyangjan in the category of Handicapped Home.
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VACCINATION DRIVE

A healthcare worker administers a vaccine to a child following a measles outbreak, at
a temporary vaccination camp in Mumbai, Monday.

TRIBUTE TO SHEIKH ABDULLAH

J&K National Conference President Farooq Abdullah and Vice President Omar
Abdullah being garlanded during a function after paying tribute to party founder
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on his 117th birth anniversary, in Srinagar, Monday. 

BRIEF

Booked 
 Noida: A doctor of a

government-run hospi-

tal in Greater Noida has

been booked by the po-

lice for allegedly sexual-

ly harassing a 24-year-

old woman lab techni-

cian, officials said on

Monday. The doctor has

been booked under the

Indian Penal Code sec-

tion 354 (A) for sexual

harassment by physical

contact or advances 

involving unwelcome

and explicit sexual

overtures, a police 

official said.

Mishap
 Coimbatore:Three

persons were killed
and another injured
when a container
lorry collided head-on
with the car they were
travelling in near
Kangeyam in nearby
Tirupur district early
on Monday, police
said. According to po-
lice, the lorry driver
lost control of the ve-
hicle and rammed into
the car coming in the
opposite direction.
The car was heading
towards Chennimalai
from Kangeyam with
four passengers.

Campaign
 Indore: The civic body

of Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore, which has been
ranked the country’s
cleanest city for the
past six years in the
Centre’s Swachh
Survekshan initiative,
on Monday launched
its ‘No Thu Thu’ cam-
paign to curb spitting
in public.

Injured 
 Phagwara: Four pas-

sengers were injured
after a bus overturned
near the Jalandhar-
Chandigarh bypass in
Mehtan village here
on Monday, police
said. The incident oc-
curred when the driv-
er of the bus, going
from Amritsar to
Chandigarh, tried to
save a stray cattle that
came in front of the
vehicle, they said.

Vandalised, 
 Kolkata: The state-run

SSKM Hospital in
Kolkata was van-
dalised and a few jun-
ior doctors were beaten
up allegedly by the fam-
ily of a man who died
while undergoing treat-
ment, police said on
Monday. Mohammed
Irfan, a resident of
Chuchura in Hooghly
district, was admitted
to the mult-speciality
hospital’s trauma care
centre on Sunday
evening with severe in-
juries, they said.

Dismiss
 Kochi: The Kerala

High Court on
Monday dismissed a
petition seeking NIA
probe into the recent
Vizhinjam violence in
which over 3,000 anti-
seaport protesters
vandalised the police
station there injuring
over 40 police 
personnel.

Expelled AIADMK leader
V.K. Sasikala pays tribute to

former Tamil Nadu chief
minister J. Jayalalithaa on

her death anniversary, 
at her memorial in 
Chennai, Monday.

Tirupati, Dec 05 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Monday ex-
horted students to visit
villages and study how
various government
schemes were being im-
plemented and under-
stand its impact.

Murmu interacted with
students and faculty mem-
bers of Sri Padmavati
Mahila Viswavidyalayam
here before winding up
her two-day trip to
Andhra Pradesh.

“Go to villages, spend
two-three days there. Get a
feel of how people live, in-
teract with children, men
and women. Find out if
the various schemes of
the government are reach-
ing them or not,” the
President told the stu-
dents.

When students go the
villages, they would get to
know what schemes the
people of the country re-
quire, she pointed out. “...
You may become IAS, IFS
officers, engineers and
others and make policies,”
Murmu added. “I told the

Vice-Chancellor to let the
university NSS adopt
some backward villages
and stay there for 2-3 days.
Find out what are the re-
quirements, what needs to
be improved,” she said.

The President asked the
students to study what
schemes were available
for women and children,
whether or not they were
good and what need im-
provement. “Find out and

give a report to the district
Collector. Bachche mann
ke sachche hote hain (chil-
dren are good at heart).
The Collector will defi-
nitely listen to you,” she
added.

Murmu observed that
the country was growing
and making a name in the
world. The Prime
Minister has been imple-
menting many schemes
for women.

“Half the population (51
per cent) is women. I am
very happy that good is
being done to women,”
she remarked.

She asked the students
to study well and march
ahead. “But take a look
back to see how many peo-
ple are behind you and
why. Find the answer to
that ‘why’ and try to take
them along,” she added.

The President noted
that India was a land of
“infinite cultures” which
did not even find place in
our books. “Our country
is so rich in culture and
tradition...every 10-km
you have a different cul-
ture,” she pointed out.

PREZ TO STUDENTS

‘Tour villages and 
study govt schemes’

President Droupadi Murmu feeds a banana to a calf during
her visit to Sapthagiri Go Pradakshina Mandiram, in
Tirumala, Monday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0055  ((PPTTII)):: The
CPI has asked the Centre to
abolish the governor’s office,
alleging that it had become a
“camp office” of the BJP. The
CPI has called on the democrat-
ic forces to rally together to
defend the federal structure of
the country. The party alerted
the nation about the move of
the RSS-controlled government
to undermine the constitutional

foundations,” the party said.
“The office of the governor is
being misused for this purpose,
guided by the RSS ideology of
centralisation. In states like
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
etc the Raj Bhavans are made
to act as camp offices of the
BJP. “In this background the
CPI believes that the time has
come to demand the abolition
of the office of the governor.

On this issue the NEC (National
Executive Committee) of the
CPI calls up on the Party units
all over the country to observe
December 29th as ‘Defend
Federalism Day’; the state
councils would plan various
campaigns on that day,” it said.
The CPI’s National Executive
met on December 3 and 4 at the
party headquarters in New
Delhi.

Abolition of governor’s office: CPI

Indore, Dec 05:

TeethFast is an indige-
nous startup engaged in
the business of providing
manufacturing support
for Dental crowns,
Aligners and Metal frames
to dental laboratories
across the country and
abroad. The founder of
TeethFast, with years of
experience in supplying
dental healthcare believe
that dental healthcare in
the years to come will
hugely benefit by special-
ized technology driven fa-
cilities. We believe that
this can revolutionize the
manner of delivering den-
tal solutions to customers.
Holistic benefits to Dental
Labs and Dentists,
Complete Patient satisfac-
tion and years of warran-

ty on several oral appli-
ances like crowns, bridges,
implant-supporting the
tooth will play a key role
in this sector, in the com-
ing years. These products
that TeethFast desires to
manufacture for dental
laboratories and dental
clinics will be delivered
much faster than those in
the current system and at
a lower price than the cur-
rent incurred cost. In (Sep
2022) TeethFast has raised

seed funding of USD 0.65
Million (5.2 Crores) from
High Net-Worth individu-
als based in India and
Abroad. Established 5
months back, TeethFast
has been growing aggres-
sively in the city and has
become one of the best
Dental Lab in MP. The
Company is founded and
led by an extremely expe-
rienced professional Dr.
Avi Ramavat, with 17+
years of experience in de-

livering High-tech Quality
Services in the field of
Dental Implantology.
TeethFast Dental Lab is
one of the first incorpora-
tors of Clinical Digital
Dentistry.

Due to the rise in global
aging population and
growing awareness of fa-
cial and dental aesthetics,
the Dental Laboratory
market is expected to grow
from the current USD 29
billion to nearly USD 64
billion by 2030. It depicts a
growth of CAGR 9.3% per
annum based on
Conservative assumption.

TeethFast will save a lot
of time that currently
Doctors spend in making
adjustments in the pa-
tient’s mouth and ulti-
mately, the patient and
Doctor suffer.

TeethFast to take digital dentistry to millions

Kochi, Dec 05 (PTI):

Senior Congress leader
a n d
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor on
Monday urged the anti-
seaport protesters at
Vizhinjam not to insist on
halting the project but
said their agitation was
justified, and expressed
hope that it will be re-
solved soon.

Addressing the media
here after his meeting
with the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church
Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry, the Lok Sabha
member said it was wrong
to call the protesting fish-
ermen ‘anti-national’.

Tharoor was referring
to the statement of Kerala
Fisheries Minister V

Abdurahiman that the at-
tempts to obstruct the

Vizihinjam seaport con-
struction would be viewed

as an ‘anti-national’ activi-
ty. Meanwhile,
Alencherry, who also
spoke to the reporters,
said the Vizhinjam issue
will be discussed in the
Kerala Catholic Bishops’
Council meeting.

The Cardinal urged the
protesters and the govern-
ment to come together and
resolve the issue.

Both Tharoor and
Alencherry said that their
meeting was not to dis-
cuss any one particular
issue but talked about var-
ious matters in the state.

When asked about the
Vizhinjam seaport dead-
lock, Tharoor said he dis-
cusses the matter on a
daily basis with Cardinal
Baselios Cleemis, the
major archbishop of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

‘Hope deadlock over Vizhinjam seaport ends soon’

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor meets Major Archbishop of
Syro-Malabar Church Cardinal Mar George Alencheri at
the church headquarters, Mount St. Thomas, in Kochi,
Monday.

Srinagar, Dec 05 (PTI):

National Conference
chief Farooq Abdullah on
Monday said boycotting
the panchayat polls in 2018
was “a huge mistake” and
the party must contest
every future election in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Abdullah also warned
the government and the
security forces not to in-
terfere in any election
process.

“I want to tell the party
that boycotting the pan-
chayat elections (in 2018)
was a huge mistake.
Remember this, we will
not boycott any coming
election. Instead (we will)
contest and win them,”
Abdullah said while ad-
dressing the party’s dele-
gate session where he was
re-elected unopposed as

National Conference (NC)
president. Referring to his
son Omar Abdullah’s an-
nouncement that he would
not contest elections as
long as Jammu and
Kashmir remained a
Union Territory, the sen-

ior Abdullah said, “As
party president, I am
telling you (Omar
Abdullah) that you have to
contest the election.”

“Because if we have to
fight them, then we all
have to jump into the fray

and contest elections,” he
added. The former Union
minister said the BJP
“will do anything, even
make attempts to buy your
loyalties, but God will fail
all their designs”.

Abdullah also warned
the security forces and the
government not to inter-
fere in the elections in
Jammu and Kashmir and
said “let people decide
whom to vote for”.

“Otherwise there will be
such a storm, which you
will not be able to control,”
he said.

Abdullah also threat-
ened to launch an agita-
tion in case such a thing
occurred.

“We will be ready to sac-
rifice our lives. Farooq
Abdullah will be the first
to start an agitation over
it,” he said.

‘Boycotting 2018 panchayat polls a huge mistake’

J&K National Conference President Farooq Abdullah
addresses party workers during a function after paying
tribute to party founder Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on
his 117th birth anniversary, in Srinagar, Monday.

Lucknow, Dec 05 (PTI):

The Mainpuri parlia-
mentary constituency,
which has been the
Samajwadi Party’s strong-
hold for over two-and-half
decades, interestingly
also bears testimony to a
candidate securing zero
votes.

In other words, the can-
didate — Shanker Lal,
who contested an inde-
pendent candidate in the
1957 general elections —
did not even get his own
vote as it was deemed in-
valid.

According to the
Election Commission of
India records, six candi-
dates were in the fray, the
other being Bansi Das
Dhangar of the Praja

Socialist Party, Badshah
(Congress), Jagdish Singh
(All India Bhartiya Jan
Sangh) and independent
candidates Mani Ram and
Puttoo Singh.

Bansi Das Dhangar of
the PSP emerged winner,
bagging 59,902 votes (30.45
per cent) out of the
1,96,750 votes polled, while
Badshah of the Congress
was the runner-up with
56,072 votes (28.50 per
cent).

Jagdish Singh of the All
India Bhartiya Jan Sangh
polled 46,627 votes (23.70
per cent).

Independent candidates
Mani Ram and Puttoo
Singh got 17,972 (9.13 per
cent) and 16,177 (8.22 per
cent) votes, respectively.
Shanker Lal who finished

at the last spot, got zero
votes. According to the
ECI, in all, there were
over 3.93 lakh voters
(3,93,180), of whom a little
over 50 per cent voted ex-
ercised their right.

The current bypoll was
necessitated due to the
death of Mulayam Singh
Yadav in October.

His elder daughter-in-
law and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav’s wife
Dimple Yadav has been
fielded from the seat.

The counting of votes
will take place on
December 8.

The Mainpuri parlia-
mentary constituency has
five assembly segments of
Mainpuri, Bhogaon,
Kishni, Karhal and
Jaswant Nagar.

Mainpuri LS Seat

In 1957 elections, candidate got zero votes

Stone pelting on

India-Nepal border
Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand),
Dec 05 (PTI): Traders here
on Monday blocked a bor-
der bridge with Nepal for
two hours to protest against
stone pelting from the
neighbouring country on
workers building a wall
along the Kali river on the
Indian side, an official said.
One of the workers was in-
jured on Sunday as local
people hurled stones from
the other side of the river
which falls in Nepal,
Dharchula SDM Divesh
Shasni said on Monday.

He said as the authorities
in Darchula in the neigh-
bouring country resorted to
lathicharge to disperse the
mob hurling stones at the
construction workers, an
Indian trader, who was
there on some personal
work, was injured.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 05
(PTI): Archana Nag, the
prime accused in the high
profile blackmailing case
in Odisha, was produced
before the District and
Session Court here on
Monday. The 26-year-old
woman from Kalahandi
district was arrested on
October 6 and sent to jail
on the charge of black-
mailing rich and influen-
tial persons along with
running a sex racket. A po-
lice team brought Archana
Nag from the Jharpada jail
here under tight security
and produced her in the
court . Earlier, the court
had turned down her bail
petition in the case per-
taining to an FIR filed at

Nayapally police station by
film producer, Akshya
Parija. The woman had al-
legedly demanded Rs 3
crore from the Odia film
producer by threatening to
release his intimate pic-
tures and videos. She is
seeking bail in the case,
her lawyer Debashis
Mohapatra said. Archana
Nag’s husband
Jagabandhu Chand, a co-
accused in the case, was
also arrested while the
couple’s associate
Khageswar Patra was ar-
rested by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) after the
central agency started in-
vestigating the money
laundering angle of the
case.

Archana Nag, 
accused in blackmailing
case, produced in court
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Stockholm, Dec 05 (AP):

Global arms sales in-
creased by nearly 2% in
2021, the seventh consecu-
tive year of increases, an
international arms sales
watchdog noted Monday.

It added that the war in
Ukraine had increased de-
mand for weapons this
year, but the conflict may
also lead to a supply chal-
lenge, not least because
Russia is a major supplier
of raw materials used in
arms production.

That could hamper ef-
forts in the United States
and Europe to strengthen
their armed forces and re-
plenish their stockpiles
after sending billions of
dollars’ worth of ammuni-
tion and other equipment
to Ukraine, the Stockholm
International Peace
Research Institute, or

SIPRI, said. “Increasing
output takes time” said
Diego Lopes da Silva, a
senior researcher with
SIPRI, adding that if the
supply chain disruptions
continue, “it may take sev-
eral years for some of the
main arms producers to
meet the new demand cre-
ated by the Ukraine war.”

SIPRI noted that some
reports indicate that
Russian companies are in-
creasing production be-
cause of the war but have
had difficulty accessing
semiconductors and are
also being impacted by
war-related sanctions.

It gave the example of a
company that said that it
has not been able to re-
ceive payments for some of
its arms export deliveries.

Arms sales in 2021
reached 592 billion and
was up 1.9% which was

higher than the previous
period but still below the
average for the four years
leading up to the COVID-19
pandemic. In its report
published Monday, SIPRI
said that “many parts of
the arms industry were
still affected by pandemic-
related disruptions in
global supply chains in
2021, which included de-
lays in global shipping and
shortages of vital compo-
nents.” We might have ex-
pected even greater
growth in arms sales in
2021 without persistent
supply chain issues,’ said
Dr Lucie B raud-Sudreau,
head of the SIPRI Military
Expenditure and Arms
Production Programme.

She singled out compa-
nies, such as Airbus and
General Dynamics, which
also reported labour short-
ages.

Ukraine war ups arms sales
but challenges lie ahead

Singapore Dec 05 (PTI):

RJD president Lalu
Prasad on Monday under-
went a successful kidney
transplant surgery in
Singapore, his son and
Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav
said. Yadav, who has been
by his ailing father’s side
for the past few days, ex-
pressed delight that both
Prasad and Rohini
Acharya, his elder sister
who has donated one of
her kidneys to the 74-year-
old, were fine after the
surgery.

“After a successful kid-
ney transplant operation,
Papa has been shifted
from the operation the-
atre to the ICU. Donor
elder sister Rohini
Acharya and our national
president are fine.
Gratitudes to all those
who prayed for them and
wished them well,” he
tweeted, sharing a video
of his father at the hospi-
tal.

Serving sentences in a
number of fodder scam
cases, Prasad, a former
chief minister of Bihar, is
out on bail granted by the
court on medical grounds.

Prayer congregations
were held in several parts
of the state for the leg-
endary leader as also his

daughter, who has won ac-
colades for her brave deci-
sion. From ‘havan’ to
‘Mahamrityunjay jaap’,
temples in Patna and else-
where witnessed obser-
vances of all kinds for the
well-being of the socialist
leader who has been
known for his own reli-
giosity.

At a popular Sufi shrine
right across the road from
Patna High Court, RJD
supporters led by MLC
Qari Sohaib offered
prayers for the leader who
is often eulogised for his
unwavering commitment
to secularism.

“May our national pres-
ident live long and may
every parent be blessed
with a daughter like
Rohini,” said state RJD

president Jagadanand
Singh at the party head-
quarters in Patna, where
workers erupted in joy
upon hearing that the
supremo was in good
shape.

In her early 40s and
married to a Singapore-
based software profes-
sional, Rohini has been
winning accolades for her
dedication towards her fa-
ther and the composure
she has shown in the face
of her potentially risky
decision.

“Ready to rock and roll.
Wish me good luck,” she
had tweeted with charac-
teristic chirpiness before
going under the knife,
sharing pictures of her-
self and her father at the
hospital.

‘Lalu’s kidney transplant
surgery successful’

RJD MP and daughter of former union minister Lalu Prasad
Yadav, visits him after his kidney transplantation surgery,
at a hospital in Singapore. 

Amul to provide technical support to enhance milk production
CCoolloommbboo,,  DDeecc  0055  ((PPTTII)):: India will provide technical support to Sri Lanka to enhance its dairy industry and milk output, a move aimed at reducing the cash-strapped coun-
try’s dependence on imported milk products, the Sri Lankan President’s Office said on Monday. Officials of the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), which markets milk under the Amul brand, have taken steps to provide necessary technical support for the production of
milk in Sri Lanka, the President’s Media Division said in a statement. A preliminary discussion was held on the issue at the Presidential Secretariat on Monday, it said. Sri
Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe has also appointed a panel consisting of representatives from the public and private sectors to work with the multi-disciplinary
team of the NDDB to prepare a short, medium and long-term plan to increase local milk production to reduce the country’s dependence on imported milk powder, it said.

Oxford Word of the

Year is self-indulgent

‘goblin mode’

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  0055  ((PPTTII)):: Goblin

mode, or a type of behaviour

which is unapologetically self-

indulgent, lazy, slovenly, or

greedy, typically in a way that

rejects social norms or expecta-

tions, has been chosen as the

Oxford Word of the Year after a

public vote on Monday. The slang

phrase was one of three shortlist-

ed words put to a vote for the first

time, with the others being meta-

verse or a virtual reality environ-

ment and #IStandWith used on

social media to depict solidarity

with a cause. Goblin mode won

the online vote by a landslide,

with 318,956 votes and 93 per

cent of the total. “I think that

Goblin Mode really does speak to

the times and the zeitgeist, and it

is certainly a 2022 expression,”

said Ben Zimmer, American lin-

guist and language columnist and

one of the panelists who chose

the finalists. “People are looking

at social norms in new ways. It

gives people the license to ditch

social norms and embrace new

ones,” he said. Oxford University

Press (OUP) the publishers of the

Oxford English Dictionary’ said all

three words experienced substan-

tial spikes in usage and capture

significant concerns, concepts,

and states that we’ve faced this

year. “I think as well as reflecting

the extent to which our experi-

ence of the world and communi-

cation is mediated increasingly by

social media and the internet, it

also perhaps represents ongoing

questions about ownership and

regulation on new technologies

especially those means by which

we communicate,” Jonathan

Dent, Senior Editor, Oxford

English Dictionary, OUP.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 63

National character
The long-awaited soccer

World Cup is on in Qatar. Most
of the soccer-crazy fans have
assembled in Qatar to cheer
their respective nation which is
no doubt a very spectacular
sight for TV viewers. Yours truly
also being a soccer-crazy fan is
no exception. Accordingly, on
one fine evening, I witnessed
the match between Germany,
the power house in world soc-
cer, and a former winner of the
World Cup and Japan, an Asian
power house. In one of the
major upsets, Japan beat
Germany. During the entire 90
minutes, the supporters of both
teams cheered their team and
after the match was over the
supporters of both teams dis-
persed and left the stadium.
The only notable difference be-
tween the supporters of both
teams is that the supporters of
Japan left the stadium after en-
tirely cleaning the stand of the
stadium from where they were
cheering their team. Some na-
tional characters indeed which
we should emulate as we are
lacking in this regard badly. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  
bbyy  mmaaiill

America’s real face
US has always stood by

Pakistan, ignoring its heinous
crimes of terrorism and geno-
cide during the liberation of
East Pakistan (Bangladesh).
Pakistan has been fuelling ter-
ror activities in J&K, carried out
the Mumbai attack, Kargil in-
cursion, etc. All this has been
going on with the tacit support
of the US. There is no consisten-
cy in America’s policy on
Pakistan. It has resumed finan-
cial aid to Pakistan, which is
now off the FATF grey list. At
the same time, even insignifi-
cant rights violations in India
are blown out of proportion.
Modi was denied visa by the US,
but no Pakistani leader, howso-
ever ruthless he may have
been, was meted out such
treatment. India should see
through the real face of
America and not fall into its trap
of occasional pro-India state-
ments.

RRoosshhaann  LLaall  GGooeell,,  LLaaddwwaa

A difficult Task
Maha Upanishad mantra

'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' con-
sists of three Sanskrit words
'vasudha' (the earth), 'iva' (is)
and 'kutumbakam' (family)
which means the whole world is
one single family. But what the
mantra really means now has
become totally confusing. As a
matter of fact, this can well be
asked in a multiple choice ques-
tion in the present day context.
The choice 'A' of the multiple
answers could be its original
meaning. Then 'NRC' and 'CAA'
should come as the choice 'B'
and 'C' respectively whereas
'Rohingya policy' must be the
choice 'D'. It would be highly
difficult to tick 'A' as the right
answer because 'B', 'C' and 'D'
have all been followed while
speaking and highlighting 'A' in
the same breath.

SSuujjiitt  DDee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Artists dressed as Hindu mythological characters during the celebration of 'Kannada Hanuman Jayanti', in Bengaluru, Monday.

KANNADA HANUMAN JAYANTI

T he COVID-19 pandemic alerted us to the challenges and gaps in the
state of global public health. The shock induced by the pandemic was

greatly felt in national and international markets alike. We have, since then,
recovered to a great extent, owing to the tireless and cooperative efforts of
the scientific community, health workers, policymakers, conscious citizenry.
However, the recovery has been hindered by certain developments around
the world, such as the high rate of inflation and the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
There has also been an increase in labour market inequalities due to the dis-
proportionate impact on certain groups of workers and firms, contributing to
a growing divergence between developed and developing economies. At the
same time, the coordinated efforts by governments and civil society have
acted as a bridge for equitable distribution of resources. For instance, a tar-
geted focus on social protection, especially during the lockdown period,
helped people persevere through this trying time. This was also true for
workers who either lost their jobs or suffered pay-cuts. It was this very har-
mony between government and civil society that was helpful not only in miti-
gation in times of crisis, but also engineered policy actions that were suc-
cessful in providing long-term relief. However, there is still a lot more we can
do. India’s G20 Presidency presents an opportunity to take stock of the situa-
tion, assess the intensity of these challenges, and renew our commitments at
both the national and international level. As per the latest figures, in spite of
a robust recovery, the number of hours worked, globally, continues to be 1.5
per cent below pre-covid levels. This is equivalent to a deficit of almost 40
million full-time jobs. Additionally, there are growing divergences within the
international labour market as well. For instance, “High Skilled, High Paying”
occupations have experienced a stronger recovery in comparison to the “Low
and Medium Skilled” jobs like service providers and sales workers. These de-
velopments directly contribute to the growing disparity between groups,
with poor and disadvantaged sections getting poorer and further marginal-
ized. The pandemic also weighed heavily on the care (work) economy, the
burden of which falls disproportionately on women. Identifying these issues
is a critical step, and will allow us to strategically deliberate over structural
and systemic solutions that act as catalysts for an accelerated and inclusive
recovery. In this context, the need of the hour lies in coming up with action-
oriented goals – an opportunity that G20 provides to all stakeholders. G20 is
meeting at a highly opportune time to create consensus and work in concert
on issues that are not only intrinsic to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, but also for building resilience across sectors. This is
particulary important for the global labour market where shifting dynamics
and economic volatility triggers vulnerability among the working class.
Looking at these objectives, Labour-20 (L-20) will become a forum for all
trade unions to deliberate on international labour issues and social labour
movements, and subsequently come up with solutions that can be placed
and acted upon in national contexts. Another significant area of focus for L-20
will remain increasing the coverage of social security and social protection
for workers worldwide. Social security is a dynamic concept whose form and
definition have changed with time. Rapid technological changes have made it
necessary to explore new dimensions of social security and protection. With
the rise of ‘gig and platform work,’ the life of the firms is being shortened and
leading to a new kind of employer-employee relationship, the understanding
of which is still in its nascent stage. It is likely that the rules of employment-
linked social security that emerged in the aftermath of the First Industrial
Revolution and matured during the Second Industrial Revolution require a
rewriting in the era of Industry 4.0. The various working and engagement
groups of the G20 have discussed the issues mentioned here. They find their
mentions in the G20 Leaders’ Declaration, including the most recent in Bali,
Indonesia, as well as in other documents. Policy statements and frameworks
are developed under the G20 to further these pressing concerns and under-
score actionable targets. The delegates of the L-20 will meet with the objec-
tive of conceptualising overall strategies to boost recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic. Workers also need to be protected in the face of social, eco-
nomic and political disruptions. In this context, the task ahead is to examine
the achievements made so far and identify the issues where more efforts
need to be made. There are huge differences among the countries in terms of
per capita GDP, education and skill level, female labour force participation,
social protection coverage, demographic phase and so on. 

Gautam R. Desiraju & Sharan Setty

O n 15th August 2022, when India turned 75, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
exhorted us all to enjoin ourselves on a journey where India would trans-

form into a developed nation by 2047, that is by the time we would have complet-
ed a century as an independent country. The keynote of his address were the
three facilitators of such a trajectory — the fact that we have become an aspira-
tional society, that there is now a cultural and civilisational re-awakening
amongst Indians, and that the world is taking our claims of attaining our rightful
place at the global high table seriously. Twenty-five years is not such a long time
in such a scheme of things, and it is clear that without substantial progress in sci-
ence and technology,  it would be difficult to achieve this 'developed' tag. There
should be a well-defined road map accordingly for Indian science if it is indeed to
achieve developed status. These matters have been highlighted by the recent as-
sumption of the Presidency of G20 last week in Bali, Indonesia. More specifically
Science-20, or S20, the Science Engagement Group, has been set up by the gov-
ernment. In no time, Union Minister Jitendra Singh chaired a high-level review
meeting to oversee the preparations for the S20 Summit meetings. Scheduled to
be held in Coimbatore in July next year, the theme of the S20 Summit meeting
will be ‘Disruptive Science for Innovative and Sustainable Growth’.
Complementing those are the side events under the theme of ‘Research
Innovation Initiated Gathering’ (RIIG). The sub-themes for RIIG gathering will be
Materials for Sustainable Energy, Scientific Challenges and Opportunities to-
wards Achieving a Sustainable Blue Economy, Biodiversity and Bio-economy and
Eco-Innovations for Energy Transition. The government is hopeful that the sum-
mit will foster a cooperative climate where encouraging frameworks for environ-
mentally friendly technologies can be created. In addition to that, technology
transfers, creation of a global start-up ecosystem and assertion of IP sharing is
on the agenda. It has taken us several decades to earn a place in the global high
table. Next year, when India hosts the G20 Summit, we are presented with a per-
fect opportunity to show the way forward and strike a balance between technical
self-sustenance and foreign sourcing. A Prime Minister’s duty is to bestow a na-
tional vision, with illustrious Prime Ministers in the past providing this impetus in
terms of Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan and Jai Vigyan. Prime Minister Modi has now added
Jai Anusandhaan to this list. Science and research innovation has become all im-
portant and that too in a milieu that is both sustainable and inclusive. This is par-
ticularly appropriate as no country has become a developed economy with a uni-
formly high standard of living without investing heavily in science and an R&D
process that takes science from the laboratory to the people. Our colonial misfor-
tune has delayed our journey toward becoming a developed nation by 150 years
vis-à-vis the West and roughly 30 years relative to China. Implementing our 25-
year game plan seems achievable — but only if we plan and execute with pin-
point strategic accuracy.  In terms of numbers, it is easy to see that with a growth
rate of ~7.8% in GDP this year, the $5 trillion economy target will be achieved by
2026-27 (unless there are drastic fluctuations in oil prices). With the possible
switch from fossil fuels to renewables, one may envisage a $9 trillion economy by
2031-32 and a $40 trillion economy by 2047, whereby we would be within the top
three countries of the world in absolute monetary terms and not just PPP num-
bers. What should we do to achieve the 2047 target? R. Jagannathan and Ashish
Chandorkar have written in Swarajya on what we must concentrate on.
Additionally, I would add that education, health including pharmaceuticals and
women’s health, exports, taking into account demand-supply imbalances, nutri-
tion including fertilisers, water including ocean and polar research, climate
change, genomics, advanced materials including nanomaterials, robotics, elec-
tric and solar powered vehicles, drones, outer space, and IT, in general, are es-
sential sectors where scientific methodology practised by experts needs to be
translated into globally competitive technology. Industry must play a central role
in our ascent to becoming a developed country with the government playing a
catalytic and facilitative role. All this must be taken in the context of global sup-
ply chains that have become the instruments of a new war among nations?what
one might well call hot war in cold places.

Science in India At 100:
Becoming A Developed Nation

L20 in G20 India: Working 
for the Working Class

T he triangular electoral con-
test among BJP, Congress

and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly and the all-important
Municipal Council of Delhi (MCD)
polls- coming less than two years be-
fore 2024 Lok Sabha elections- is sig-
nificant for all the three players
though on different notes. The com-
mon thread, even between the ideo-
logically diametrically opposition
BJP and Congress, among the three
is that the outcome will have impor-
tant bearing on their respective fu-
ture course of action more so that of
Congress and AAP. Of all the three if
anyone has a bigger stake in these
elections, which is reflected in its
high-octane campaign in Gujarat and
Delhi, then it is the AAP. The bigger
stake because the AAP chairman
and Delhi chief minister, Arvind
Kejriwal seems to have played all his
cards and tried to match the BJP’s
well-oiled machinery bit by bit, more
so in the matter of resources, though
AAP lacked organisational structure
in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh.

The stakes for Congress could
have been even higher from an ana-
lytical point of view. Given the fact
that the AAP mysteriously disap-
peared from Himachal in the midst
of the campaign thereby helping in
making a BJP versus Congress
straight contest with latter finding
itself in the reckoning for power and

its mysterious lower profile cam-
paigns in Gujarat and Delhi, the
party seems to have tactically low-
ered the stakes lest being lambast-
ed after possible defeats. Mr
Kejriwal’s future hinges on the out-
come of elections in Gujarat and
Delhi for different reasons but com-
mon thread of entering the Lok
Sabha elections on a high. Despite
having a government in the neigh-
bouring Punjab where AAP had reg-
istered an emphatic victory, months
back and using it as a psychological
advantage for Himachal Pradesh,
ostensibly, he strategically thought
it better to challenge the powerful
BJP duo of Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi and Home Amit Shah in their
den, even before the MCD elections
were declared.

First Delhi because it is not only
the place of birth of AAP where it
formed the first government but also
its foundation and encore. So, de-
spite having fared poorly in the 2017
MCD elections, Mr Kejriwal has
jacked up his stakes. A victory in
Delhi will certainly strengthen this
encore and will provide him signifi-
cant elbow space, politically and
psychologically, after dethroning BJP
which has been in power in MCD for
the last 15 years. Although there are
three players in the electoral arena,
presumably and due to Congress’s
low profile-deliberately or otherwise,
on paper visible was a BJP-AAP con-
test. Can Congress be benefitted by
this dual to try and retain its position
as the main opposition?

Upstaging BJP under the very
nose of Modi-Shah duo in MCD,
which has a budget higher than
many of the mid-sized and smaller
states, will certainly give Mr
Kejriwal significant political advan-
tage. Becoming main opposition, re-
placing Congress, in the MCD house
will also be a consolation but with
some significance. The advantage of
this strengthened encore and ruling

the capital-state of Delhi which acts
a fulcrum for any opposition unity,
so will rest with him. Unlesss, in
such an event, he selects to plough
his lone furrow. The bigger and more
significant story is unfolding for him
in Gujarat as it is directly related to
his national ambitions. The fact that
he is challenging Mr Modi in his
home state and that too after tast-
ing his first victory outside Delhi, in
Punjab, perhaps, in Mr Kejriwal’s
scheme of things this challenge will
raise his stature, irrespective of the
outcome, and a possible line-up for
the Lok Sabha elections. This is
notwithstanding the fact that AAP
government in Punjab is facing seri-
ous challenges on governance and
law and order fronts with chief min-
ister, Mr Bhagwant Mann in actual
terms spending more time in Gujarat
than in Chandigarh though nothing
unconstitutional or illegal about it.

The catch in Gujarat is the myste-
rious low-profile maintained by
Congress for reasons better known
to the party leadership. Is this
strategic or a tame surrender and
how will this impact or cut into BJP
or AAP votes at all? Despite this key
question Mr Kejriwal through a high-
profile campaign has made his in-
tentions clear and even expressed
optimism in clear terms about an
AAP victory. This is much easier said
than done. A victory will certainly
put him on a new high and place him
on an elevated pedestal to challenge
Mr Modi in 2024 general elections.
But over it hangs a huge question
mark. Dethroning Congress to be-
come the main opposition in the as-
sembly in Mr Modi’s own state, will
still provide Mr Kejriwal with a han-
dle to pursue his national goals.
With AAP ruling itself out of
Himachal Pradesh where it fath-
omed its chances initially, what will
the defeats in Gujarat and MCD
elections entail for Mr Kejriwal and
future of his party?

There is no doubt that after victo-
ries in Gujarat and MCD-Delhi, Mr
Kejriwal will become unstoppable.
Though hypothetical at this stage,
such a situation will not only compel
the BJP think-tank to think afresh
about their strategy but will also
force the opposition camp, which Mr
Kejriwal has shunned so far, to re-
arrange their plans to face Mr
Modi’s might. Yes, the Modi-Shah
duo has much higher stakes in
Gujarat, being their home state and
political laboratory, and so, impor-
tant to perpetuate the BJP’s rule.
That is why they have gone all out
and left nothing to chance. But it
seems that Mr Kejriwal has attached
more importance to Gujarat elec-
tions than even Modi-Shah duo.
Through this strategy he has raised
the bar for himself but it is fraught
with serious repercussions in the
event of a failure.

But Mr Kejriwal has his share of
worries as well. In the two recent
electoral outings, after Punjab elec-
tions, in Haryana, despite being his
home state, that came in the form of
high-profile Adampur assembly bi-
election and Panchayat polls, the
AAP had to bite the dust. These de-
feats came despite Haryana being
located just on the outskirts of Delhi,
the AAP’s power center on one side,
and the party ruled Punjab on the
other end. In the Panchayat elec-
tions Congress backed and other in-
dependents topped the table with
AAP being at the tail end. Similarly,
AAP came a poor third. Even so, AAP
has been able to project itself as an
alternative to the ruling dispensa-
tion. It’s slogan for a change worked
in Punjab and it has definitely
caught people’s imagination in
Gujarat and so is the case in Delhi.
What if Mr Kejriwal ends up losing
both Gujarat and Delhi? Such a sce-
nario is not improbable. This will
only have catastrophic effect for his
future political plans.

How Gujarat-Delhi polls effect Kejriwal

K R Sudhaman

I
ndia’s former chief economic
adviser Arvind Subramaniam

had flagged in his economic survey
some years ago that India faced a
major economic issue – twin balance
sheet problem wherein Indian banks
suffered huge debts as corporates,
which had overleveraged banks
were suffering huge losses resulting
in defaults. This piquant situation oc-
curred as the corporate sector over-
expanded during boom period leav-
ing them with obligations that they
cannot pay. This resulted in surging
non-performing assets of banks
choking their ability to lend. This had
come to be known as twin-balance
sheet problem meaning the balance
sheets of both banks and corporates
had gone awry.

But the two years of covid gave
breathing space for both banks and
corporates to clean up their balance
sheets on the back of the Insolvency
and bankruptcy code. Now the banks
NPAs have come down drastically to
less than five to six per cent gross
NPAs and some of the public sector
banks have as low as less than one
per cent net NPAs.  This is in sharp
contrast to huge NPAs some years

ago, which were in double digits
threatening viability of some of the
banks. Many of the corporates,
which had excess capacity earlier,
have now started investing with de-
mand picking up. Some of them had
capacity utilisation as high as 80 per
cent. This is a welcome development
and augured well for the economy
going forward. For the first time in
many years health of Indian banks
are looking good. With revival of the
economy after Covid, bank credit
has started growing steadily this fi-
nancial year. According to Reserve
Bank of India, bank credit grew al-
most 17 per cent in the fortnight
ending November 18, 2022. The data
showed that bank credit grew to
133.29 lakh crore for fortnight to Nov
18, from 113.96 lakh crore on Nov 19
2021. But the deposit growth came
at 9.30 per cent with the overall base
at 177.15 lakh crore as on November
18, 2022. With huge pick up in credit
growth, banks have aggressively
started deposit mobilisation efforts
to meet the growing demand for
credit. In the financial year 2021-22,
bank credit rose merely 8.59 per cent
and deposits by 8.94 per cent.
According to Boston Consulting

Group, banks in India have come out
stronger post the Covid-19 pandemic
and are now firmly on the path of
growth. Banking sector reported
record profitability, robust credit
growth and significant improvement
in credit quality. Besides, the public
digital platforms will further spur
growth in lending with lower pro-
cessing and acquisition costs. Lately
there have been several positive re-
ports about revival of private capital
expenditure. The chief economic ad-
viser V Anantha Nageswaran has
said that private capital expenditure
in the first half of this financial year
has crossed Rs three lakh crore and
that the number could exceed Rs 6
lakh crore by the end of this financial
year. This is also evident from the
fact that top corporates are doing
well in the stock market, there is
general revival of real estate sector
across the major cities and several
companies have already announced
fresh projects involving sizeable in-
vestments. It is quite obvious that
there is revival of investment cycle in
the private sector. These are positive
signs but one has keep the fingers
crossed as revival has not yet be-
come across all sectors and global

economic scenario not that bright to
pump-prime exports. Last year com-
panies had reduced their borrowings
significantly helping the process of
cleaning their balance sheets. Now
with the revival of demand and im-
proved capacity utilisation, there is
appetite for more investments,
which is getting reflected through
higher credit growth. All this point to
kick-starting of capital expenditure
cycle this financial year. But in the
first half of this financial year a
handful of companies accounted for
bulk of the spending. For the cycle to
gain momentum, more companies
would have to start investing. Both
central and state governments could
incentivise companies to go for capi-
tal expenditure through supportive
monetary and fiscal policies. This is
important as top 22 companies ac-
counted for 71 per cent of the pri-
vate capital expenditure during
April-September this financial year.
The private capital expenditure had
dropped to Rs 4.74 lakh crore in fi-
nancial year 2021 as against Rs 8.19
lakh crore in the financial year 2020.
The first half of this financial year
has seen some revival but it is not
visible across industries. Also it may

take some time get back to pre-covid
levels of private capital expenditure.

One area that requires specific at-
tention is revival of MSME sector. It
would be worthwhile for govern-
ment to consider some package in
the budget to handhold this sector
which accounted for 45 per cent of
India’s manufacturing and nearly 40
per cent of goods exports. One area
that requires attention is lending to
this sector for capital expenditure.
An alternative has not yet emerged
to informal lending that got killed
after demonetisation. The MSMEs
largely depended on informal lend-
ing for investments in the past.
Government could look at setting up
an institution for this purpose.
Expanding PLI scheme to more sec-
tors would be welcome. A sizeable
number of manufacturing compa-
nies have seen a decline in their fixed
assets because of some near term
difficulties and it would be worth-
while for government to consider
some special package to enable
these companies to get back on the
rails. There appeared to be signs of
revival but government will have to
press on the accelerator to ensure it
is sustained.

Indian Public Sector Banks have used 
pandemic to improve balance sheets
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National 
conference

New Delhi: Ahead of
the Union Budget 2023-
24, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
chair the 'second na-
tional conference of
chief secretaries' in
the national capital
next month, a senior
government official
said. The second na-
tional conference of
chief secretaries will
be held in Delhi in
January and it will be
a significant step to-
wards further
strengthening the
partnership between
the Centre and the
state governments, the
official told PTI.
Several officials, in-
cluding young district
collectors and magis-
trates, from the states
and union territories
as well as the Union
ministries are likely to
attend the conference.

Appointment
New Delhi:Abhinav
Pratap Singh has been
appointed as the
Private Secretary to
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia, a
Personnel Ministry
order issued on
Monday said. Singh is
a 2011-batch officer of
the Indian Postal
Service (IPoS). The
Appointment
Committee of the
Cabinet has approved
curtailment of tenure
of Singh as Deputy
Secretary in the
Ministry of Culture
and his appointment as
Private Secretary to the
Minister for Civil
Aviation & Steel for a
period of five years
with effect from the
date of assumption of
the charge of the post
or on co-terminus basis
with the minister's
tenure, the order read.

Safety ranking

New Delhi: With the
country getting its
highest-ever rank in
the ICAO aviation
safety rankings,
DGCA chief Arun
Kumar on Sunday
said the challenge
now is to maintain
and further improve
the air safety ecosys-
tem. The comments
also come against the
backdrop of the coun-
try's aviation sector
slowly coming back
into the growth trajec-
tory after being se-
verely hit by the
Covid-19 pandemic
and the domestic air
traffic is also inching
towards the pre-pan-
demic level.

Hybrid plant 
New Delhi: Adani
Green Energy Ltd
(AGEL) on Monday
announced commis-
sioning of its third
hybrid power plant in
Rajasthan having
generating capacity
of 450 megawatts
(MW). With this,
AGEL said it has be-
come the "world's
largest wind-solar hy-
brid power develop-
er" with an opera-
tional capacity of
1,440 MW. "AGEL has
commissioned its
third wind-solar hy-
brid power plant at
Jaisalmer.

New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Micro, small and medi-
um enterprises are among
the most important pillars
of India's economy and the
government is working to
make the sector stronger
and more developed,
Minister of State for
MSME Bhanu Pratap
Singh Verma said on
Monday. "We will also work
to ensure that interrela-
tionship between the
MSME sector and other
important pillars of the
Indian economy are fur-
ther strengthened as India
grows," the minister said.
Addressing FICCI's
Annual MSME Summit,
Verma urged the industry
and other stakeholders to
work with the government
to make India a USD 5 tril-
lion economy along with
becoming self-reliant. He
said there are 6.3 crore

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in
the country which are pro-
viding 11 crore jobs.
"MSMEs contribute
around 30 per cent to our
GDP and have a share of 50
per cent of the income gen-
erated from total exports,"
he said. Further, the minis-
ter said that the govern-
ment is taking continuous
steps to strengthen Indian
MSMEs and PMEGP

(Prime Minister's
Employment Generation
Programme), launched
last financial year, was a
step in this direction.
Under this scheme in the
year 2021-22, a total of 1.03
lakh new units have been
set up in the manufactur-
ing and services sector.
The government, Verma
said, is also working to en-
sure that by taking advan-
tage of the full potential of
the MSMEs, there contri-
bution to the Indian econo-
my should be doubled. "For
this, we will ensure to re-
move the external barriers
and provide strength to
MSMEs in order to make
India self-reliant. "We are
also working to develop the
culture of becoming entre-
preneurs in the youth, pro-
vide loans to MSMEs, im-
prove their quality and in-
creasing their competitive-
ness to increase their effi-

ciency," he added.
The minister also said

that the MSME ministry is
setting up various technol-
ogy centres across the
country to support and
strengthen the existing
and new MSMEs. Apart
from this, the government
is also working with other
organisations to help the
MSMEs under the 'ZED'
certification scheme (pro-
viding technology upgra-
dation and quality certifi-
cation), ASPIRE scheme to
promote quality and inno-
vation, Design Clinic, etc.
"The government has also
launched Champion portal
which will provide all solu-
tions at one place, and we
will further promote the
portal to make MSMEs
more competitive.
Through these schemes,
we hope MSMEs will be-
come more sustainable,"
he added.

Govt taking steps to make
Indian MSMEs stronger, globally

competitive: Bhanu
New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Tata Motors is looking to
increase passenger vehicle
prices from next month in
order to make its model
range compliant with
stricter emission norms
which kick in from April 1
next year, according to a top
company official. In an in-
teraction with PTI, Tata
Motors Managing Director -
Passenger Vehicle and
Electric Vehicles Shailesh
Chandra said the price revi-
sion would also offset the
impact of commodity
prices, which have re-
mained high for the most
part of the year.

"The regulatory change
will have its impact on the
cost. Even the real impact
of softening of commodity
prices is only going to come
from next quarter and we
still have the residual im-
pact of the commodity esca-
lation that we have seen
during the year," Chandra
said. He noted that even the
battery prices have gone up
and the same has not been
passed on to the market. "So

we are evaluating a price
increase basis some of the
residual effect that is left as
far as the commodity prices
are concerned.

Battery prices and new
regulations have also im-
pacted the EV side,"
Chandra said. Besides,
there is a cost involved in
making the model range
transition to conform to
new emission norms, he
added. "We are exploring
potential price increase
next month because of
these factors for both ICE
and EVs," Chandra said.
Tata Motors sells a range of
models like Punch, Nexon,
Harrier, and Safari in the
domestic market.

Tata Motors mulling price
hike for passenger 

vehicles from next month

RBI’s monetary 
policy committee

starts deliberations
amid expectations of

moderate rate hike
Mumbai, Dec 05: 

The Reserve Bank's rate-set-
ting panel on Monday started
brainstorming for the next
round of monetary policy amid
expectations of a moderate
interest rate hike of 25-35
basis points as inflation has
started showing signs of eas-
ing and economic growth
tapering. The RBI has hiked
key benchmark lending rate by
50 basis points (bps) thrice
since June over and above an
off-cycle 40 bps increase in
repo in May. RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das would be
announcing the bi-monthly
monetary policy on
Wednesday (December 7) on
the conclusion of the three-
day of Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meet.
India's largest lender State
Bank of India in a research
report authored by Group
Chief Economic Adviser
Soumya Kanti Ghosh on
Monday said: "We expect the
RBI to hike rates in smaller
magnitude in December policy
attuned to emerging market
central banks and the overall
rate setting tone. 

New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday asked enforce-
ment agencies to go after
'big fish' and nab those
global mafia who control
the operation of sending
'mountains' of illegal
drugs into the country.
The minister asked rev-
enue intelligence officers
to engage more with their
international counter-
parts to book 'big handlers'
working behind the scene,
and ensure that smugglers
do not outsmart authori-
ties.

Revenue intelligence of-
ficers should strive to
bring each case to its logi-
cal conclusion at the earli-
est possible time, she said,

adding that smugglers
would certainly leave a

trail and that should be
used to reach the main

handlers who are actually
behind the operation. "You
would make sure that you
would not allow the smug-
gler to be smarter than
you all... There is a need
for us to work hard and to
make sure the logical con-
clusion is not only for the
fellow who was caught
with a small sachet or a
kilogram of cocaine, but
who is sending mountains
of it into this country, who
actually can fund the
mountain," she said. Her
comments come against
the backdrop of huge
quantity of drugs being
caught at Gujarat ports in
recent months. Last week,
143 kilogram of drugs
valuing about Rs 478 crore
was seized in poll-bound
Gujarat.

Go after big fish, nab global mafia in drug
trafficking cases: Sitharaman to DRI officers

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
presents the DRI Bravery Award 2022 to DRI Mumbai Zonal Unit
Deputy Director Mishal Queenie D' Costa during the inauguration of
the 65th Founding Day of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, Monday, Dec. 5.

Udaipur, Dec 05: 

India's G20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant on Monday
made a strong pitch for
working together through
hope, harmony and heal-
ing to deal with the global
challenges, with a focus on
developing countries and
the Global South whose
voice is often unheard.
Kickstarting the first
meeting of the G20
Sherpas here, Kant also
highlighted India's initia-
tives such as Aadhaar,
Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and direct
benefit transfer that have
helped lift a vast popula-
tion above the poverty
line. Kant said the issue
notes on 13 working
groups have already been
circulated among the par-

ticipants. The notes ad-
dress concerns such as ac-
celerated, inclusive and re-
silient growth; accelerat-
ing progress on sustain-
able development goals,
particularly health and ed-
ucation, climate finance,
technological transforma-
tion and digital public in-
frastructure. "We will be
in the listening mode as
you guide us and as we get
your perspective," Kant

said. On Sunday, Kant
flagged rising global debt,
inflation and slowdown in
growth, sharp differences
over the Ukraine conflict
as key challenges facing
the world. Kant stressed
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said
that India's Presidency
would like to be inclusive,
ambitious, action-oriented
and decisive. "We will be,
but that is not feasible nor
possible without all of
you. Therefore, we would
like the support, positive
and forward-looking sup-
port from all of you to
make the G20 a very vi-
brant, very dynamic and a
very positive group to
drive global growth and
global sustainability and
digital transformation,"
Kant said.

Decisive G20 not possible without
support of members: Kant

Mumbai, Dec 05: 

The 16th edition of
Blenders Pride Glassware
Fashion Tour, powered by
Fashion Design Council of
India (FDCI), brought a vi-
brant and energetic experi-
ence to Mumbai on
December 2, 2022 at Royal
Western India Turf Club,
Mahalaxmi. Celebrity de-
signers Falguni Shane
Peacock, presented ‘Pride
in Breaking Norms of
Conventional Fashion’,
showcasing a melange of
young, edgy, street-meets-
couture collection, set
against the backdrop of a
live graffiti art perform-
ance by Dizy, India’s first
and only female graffiti
artist. Closing the show as
showstopper was none
other than Shahid Kapoor,

who enhanced the experi-
ence with his energy and
charming persona.

Designers Falguni
Shane Peacockare known

to push the boundaries of
fashion design through
their youthful, aesthetic
and innovative flair.For
Blenders Pride Glassware

Fashion Tour’s Mumbai
chapter, they took inspira-
tion from the rising wave
of Indian street-art culture
and presented a beautiful
juxta position of street and
couture. The street quo-
tient of the evening was
enriched even more as
Dizy infused the vibe of
the streets, by designing
graffiti art works, live on
the sets of the fashion
show. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Kartik Mohindra,
Chief Marketing Officer,
Pernod Ricard India, said,
“The 16th edition of
Blenders Pride Glassware
Fashion Tour is all about
embracing the changing
dynamics of the fashion &
lifestyle industry, bringing
an impressive new format
that’s more inclusive, di-
verse and youthful.

FDCI rewrites the Fashion
Rulebook in its Mumbai chapter

New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Khan Academy India, a
non-profit online learning
platform offering free,
world-class education, ap-
points Swati Vasudevan as
Country Director in India.
With over two decades of
experience in strategy and
organizational transfor-
mation, she will oversee
India operations and be re-
sponsible for driving fur-
ther growth for Khan
Academy in India. Swati
has over 25 years of lead-
ership experience in both
not-for-profit and for-profit
sectors. She has served as
the COO at Gates
Foundation India Country
Office and co-established
and managed Indian
School of Public Policy, a
graduate-level educational
institution, as their found-
ing CEO. She has also ad-

vised and mentored start-
ups in the Edtech and
Health-tech verticals.
Swati started her career as
a field engineer, working
on oil rigs with
Schlumberger and has
worked in several coun-
tries in the Far East,
South East Asia, and 10
years in the US. She has
worked for McKinsey,
Schneider Electric, and

Sleep Number. She is an
engineer from IIT Delhi
and has an MBA from
Chicago Booth.

Khan Academy started
its India operations in 2017
with approximately 6,000
monthly users and now
caters to over 10,00,000
monthly users in 2022.
Commenting on the ap-
pointment, Mr Sal Khan,
Founder and Educator,
Khan Academy, said, “We
are delighted to have Swati
spearheading our India
operations for Khan
Academy. India is a unique
market with several ver-
nacular languages and
curriculums for learning.
Swati has rich leadership
experience, and her ex-
pertise will help us lead
our mission of making
world-class learning con-
tent available to every
learner in India.”

Khan Academy India appoints Swati
Vasudevan as the Country Director

Mumbai, Dec 05: 

Colgate-Palmolive (India)
Limited, the market leader in
oral care, launched the all-
new ‘Charcoal’ variant in their
gel-based Colgate MaxFresh
toothpaste with an ad cam-
paign featuring brand ambas-
sador Ranveer Singh. The
toothpaste is infused with
cooling crystals which is
unique to the MaxFresh
range.  The MaxFresh
Charcoal toothpaste has not
just cleansing ability but also
refreshing essence of winter-
green mint along with bam-
boo charcoal. This gives a
blast of freshness that helps
keep the mouth refreshed and

the person feeling energized.
Mr. Arvind Chintamani, Vice
President, Marketing,
Colgate-Palmolive (India)
Limited said, “We are very
excited to launch the new
MaxFresh Charcoal toothpaste
- with cooling crystals and the
cleansing power to give you a
never before energizing wake-
up experience. And it's great
to again partner with the icon-
ic Ranveer Singh as he
explodes into the day with the
freshening power of MaxFresh
Charcoal toothpaste and
inspires the viewers to “Wake-
up Max, Live-up Max” !”
Colgate MaxFresh Charcoal
Toothpaste comes in a striking
black and red stylized pack. 

Mumbai, Dec 05: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains to settle down by
47 paise at 81.80 (provision-
al) against the US dollar on
Monday weighed down by
weak domestic markets
and rise in crude oil prices.

Forex traders said a
weak dollar in the over-
seas market cushioned the
downside for the local
unit. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 81.26,
but pared the gains and
ended at 81.80, down 47
paise over its previous
close. During the day, the
local unit witnessed an in-

traday high of 81.25 and a
low of 81.82. On Friday, the
rupee had settled down by
7 paise at 81.33 against the
dollar. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against a

basket of six currencies,
fell 0.10 per cent to 104.44.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose
1.82 per cent to USD 87.13
per barrel. According to
Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas, the Indian rupee
depreciated on Monday on
weak domestic markets
and higher crude oil
prices. However, the weak
US Dollar cushioned the
downside. The US Dollar
declined on optimism over
reopening in China.
However, upbeat job mar-
ket data cushioned the
downside.

Rupee falls 47 paise to close
at 81.80 against US dollar

Colgate Maxfresh maximises
freshness with Charcoal &

Wintergreen unit Mumbai, Dec 05: 

Equity benchmark indices
ended on a flat note on
Monday, with the BSE Sensex
falling nearly 34 points,
recording its second day of
decline after an eight-day
rally. In a volatile trade, the
30-share BSE benchmark
dipped 33.9 points or 0.05 per
cent to settle at 62,834.60.
During the day, it fell 360.62
points or 0.57 per cent to
62,507.88. The broader NSE
Nifty eked out marginal gains
and ended 4.95 points or 0.03
per cent higher at 18,701.05.
Among the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries, Tech
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement,
Dr Reddy's, Axis Bank, Bharti
Airtel, Bajaj Finserv and

Mahindra & Mahindra were
the major laggards. Tata Steel,
NTPC, State Bank of India,
IndusInd Bank and Power Grid
were among the winners.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets in
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled higher, while
Seoul ended lower. Equity
exchanges in Europe were
trading mostly lower in the
afternoon trade. 

Markets settle on flat note;
Sensex declines 34 points

B
engali film super-
star and TMC MP
Deepak Adhikari,

better known by his stage
name Dev, on Sunday as-
serted that professional
actors should not take into
account their political ide-
ologies when collaborat-
ing with others from the
field who may bear alle-
giance to a rival camp.

Talking to PTI on
Sunday, Dev, whose latest
outing 'Projapoti'
(Butterfly) also features
veteran actor and senior
BJP leader Mithun
Chakraborty, underlined
that "politics should never
come in the way of person-
al ties". "In our upcoming
film, I and Mithun da
enact the roles of son and
father respectively. Both of
us are big names in our
party. Both of us are re-
spected by our parties.
Politics has its own place,
and creative work its own.
One should not affect the
other," Dev explained.

Stressing that his "polit-
ical identity remains in-
tact", no matter which film

he does and with whom,
the 'Chander Pahar' actor
said, "I also don't let my
personal relations get af-
fected. When my name
was announced as a candi-
date for Ghatal, I had
showed courtesy and re-
spect to all, including my
political opponents. I had
touched the feet of the Left
candidate. I never showed
disrespect to anyone."

Politics must not divide
people, it should rather
build bridges, Dev stated.

The 39-year-old actor
said Chakraborty had al-
ways showered him with
affection.

"He had asked me to
narrate the story of
'Projapoti' in just two
lines, patted me on the
back on hearing it, and
said he will do the film.
We have fond memo-
ries together," Dev,
who co-produced the
film, said.

He insisted that
grassroots political
workers, too, should not
harbour feelings of ani-
mosity for one another.

ACROSS

1. ____-service

5. Street sign

9. Undress

14. Family chart

15. Docile

16. Desist

17. Location

18. Encourage

19. Start

20. Santa's address (2 wds.)

22. Cassettes

23. Arid

24. Soothing plant

25. Metal container

26. Compass reading (abbr.)

27. Giving medical aid to

32. ____ deadly sins

35. Expended

36. ____ Grande

37. Hillary Rodham ____

39. Foolish

42. Pub offering

43. Eve's partner

45. Ascends

46. Heating device

49. Small quantity

50. Major network

51. Converge

53. Health club

56. Math proportion

59. Satisfied

61. Was sore

62. Religious ceremony

63. Leisure

64. Tantalize

65. Mined minerals

66. Above

67. Revises copy

68. Cheeky

69. Intermission

DOWN

1. Witness box

2. Blooper

3. Cautious

4. Accomplishment

5. Paper fastener

6. Forbidden

7. Egg dishes

8. Singer ____ Seeger

9. Nova ____

10. Renter

11. Grating sound

12. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

13. Household animals

21. Common contraction

25. Williams and Koppel

26. Twilight, to a poet

28. Paper measure
29. Purple flower
30. Three squared
31. Departs
32. Injury memento
33. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
34. Competed
35. Take apart
38. Stable morsels
40. Furious
41. Pen point
44. Clothes cabinet
47. Most frigid
48. Homes
49. Loathe
52. Go inside
53. Declare
54. Mexican coins
55. Highly skilled
56. Percentage
57. Served perfectly
58. Asian language
59. Harvest
60. Within earshot
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A
rtistes should be
aware of their
strengths and weak-

nesses, believes actor
Tripti Dimri as she says
her aim is to not restrict
herself but become a better
actor by trying her hands
on anything that is new
and challenging.

The actor, who shot to
fame with her stellar per-
formance in Netflix super-
natural-thriller "Bulbbul",
said it is essential for
artistes to explore different
worlds and characters.

"I am trying to do differ-
ent genres because as ac-
tors it is important to step
out of our comfort zone
and that is what helps you
better your craft," Dimri,
whose upcoming projects
include a romantic movie
with Vicky Kaushal and
Ranbir Kapoor-led
"Animal", told PTI.

"When I did this film
with Vicky, I was scared be-
cause it is a completely dif-
ferent character and I had
to unlearn so many things
and learn a lot of new
things. It was challenging. I
was happy as I know what
my limitations are as an
actor and what are the
things I need to work on,"
she added. Dimri made her
acting debut with 2017's
comedy drama "Poster
Boys" and wenton to star in
Imtiaz Ali-produced ro-
mance feature "Laila
Majnu". But it was Anvitaa
Dutt's "Bulbbul", a period

supernatural thriller, that
brought her to notice of
the audiences. The 28-year-
old actor said she enjoys
the process of bringing
alive varied characters
with every movie.

Acting gives an opportu-
nity to look at life and un-
derstand pain from a dif-
ferent perspective, she
added. "It is a beautiful
part of being an actor, it
somehow gives an opportu-
nity to look at life, their
pain from a different per-
son's perspective. When
you do that, it helps you un-
derstand yourself better
and it makes you a more
compassionate human
being. These are good
things that come out act-
ing."

Dimri is currently re-
ceiving praise for her per-
formance in the titular role
in "Qala", which reunites
her actor with "Bulbbul"
director Dutt.

Set in the late 1930s and
early 1940s, the movie fol-
lows the story of a young
playback singer Qala
Manjushree of the 1930s
and 40s of India.

Playing the character of
Qala, an innocent, fragile
and insecure woman, was
not an easy task, Dimri
said. "Her love for her
mother is keeping her to-
gether, it is driving her life.
She is a complex creature
but it was fun to get into
her world and see things
through her life," she said.

‘I am trying 
different genres

to better my craft’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s period
drama ‘Punyashlok

Ahilyabai’, since its
launch has been adored
by fans of all ages for its
captivating narrative on
the honorable life of
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar.
The story depicts how
Ahilya bai was a woman
ahead of her times as she
challenged the pre-de-
fined societal norms and
made positive contribu-
tions for the welfare of
the people, with the sup-
port of her father-in-law,
Malhar Rao Holkar. Be it
the right to education,
widow remarriage,
women empowerment, or
managing the darbar she
always stood for the right
and questioned the
norms of the society in
order to bring in justice.

The show that has etched
a special place in the
hearts of many is all set
to celebrate a special
milestone as it completes
a successful run of 500
episodes. With celebra-
tions galore, the cast of
Punyashlok Ahilyabai ex-
pressed their excitement
and thanked the viewers

for their support. On the
occasion of the show
completing a major mile-
stone, Aetashaa Sansgiri,
who plays the role of
Ahliyabai Holkar, said
“Punyashlok Ahliyabai is
the first Hindi show that I
am a part of, and it is also
a `big milestone for me.
Time really flies, it’s un-

believable it feels like yes-
terday only that we start-
ed shooting. It is a very
special moment for all of
us. Ahilya Bai’s character
has received so much of
love from the viewers and
I am truly grateful for it.
Each chapter of Ahilya
Bai’s life unfolds a great
and inspiring story;
hence playing this part
has truly been an enrich-
ing experience for me. I
feel blessed to be able to
tell people about the noble
work of a legendary
woman who had devoted
her entire life in doing
good for the society
through the show. The
changes that she brought
to the society is hu-
mungous be it widow re-
marriage, child education
or the abolition of sati
movement.

A
ditya Chopra and
ace director
Siddharth Anand

are trying to make
Pathaan India’s biggest
ever action spectacle for
audiences! The visually
spectacular Yash Raj
Films’ action extravagan-
za, Pathaan, is part of
Aditya Chopra’s ambi-
tious spy universe and
has the biggest super-
stars of the country Shah
Rukh Khan, Deepika
Padukone and John
Abraham in it.

The adrenaline pump-
ing, visually extravagant
film presents Shah Rukh
Khan as a gun totting spy
with a license of kill.
Siddharth talks about the
vision for the superstar’s
uber cool look in Pathaan
that has become a rage
with people already.

Siddharth says, “Shah
Rukh Khan has sported
countless looks that have
shaped the pop-culture of
our country and inspired
generations of young-
sters to dress like the
king of Bollywood. His
looks are associated with
moments and memories
of people and it won’t be
wrong to say that he has
made India more fashion-
able through his style in
films. So, it was a task
and a big challenge to
craft a look that is ex-
tremely different for
SRK, who is playing a
daredevil spy in
Pathaan!” He adds, “We

wanted to capture the
essence of his character
which is inherently cool
through what he wears
and also his hairstyle. We
wanted to make SRK the
symbol of alpha and
machismo, someone who
is effortlessly cool and
hot at the same time,
through his look.”

Siddharth further says,
“Going by the reaction
his look is getting, I think
we have done the job of
giving his millions of
fans worldwide yet anoth-
er look that they can be
proud of and shower love
upon.” Pathaan is set to
release on Jan 25, 2023 in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

‘Wanted to make SRK
the symbol of alpha

and machismo!’

‘Punyashlok Ahilyabai’ completes 500 episodes

T
he eminent director
S.S. Rajamouli is fre-
quently heard prais-

ing his close friend and
colleague NTR Jr while
promoting the magnum
opus movie ‘RRR’. The two
have a remarkable under-
standing and bond, which
is well demonstrated by
the outstanding work they
have done together. Over
the course of their 20-
years friendship, the two
have collaborated on four
films, including S.S.
Rajamouli's debut movie
and his last box office
smash, ‘Students No. 1’,
and ‘RRR’, respectively.
The other two are
‘Simhadri’ and
‘Yamadonga’, both of

which have also received
acclaim and adoration
from audiences all over
the world.

He recently claimed in
an interview that "NTR Jr
is an action powerhouse. I
think he is a born actor. He
has a fantastic grabbing
memory, so as soon as I de-
scribe a scenario or a
story, it is permanently in-
grained in his mind. We
are on such a great wave-
length that when I tell him
what to do, he knows what
he will do and I know what
I will expect of him.
Therefore, it comes as no
surprise to me that he per-
forms in the manner re-
quired of him as soon as
the camera starts to roll.”

‘NTR Jr is an action
powerhouse’

‘Politics should not come
in way of personal ties’

P
roduction banner
Hombale Films on
Sunday launched the

official poster of its Tamil
movie "Raghuthatha",
starring Keerthy Suresh
in the lead.

The studio, known for
Kannada blockbusters
"KGF" and "Kantara", is
making a foray into Tamil
cinema with the movie.

Hombale Films shared
the poster on its official so-
cial media handles.
"Because The Revolution
Begins At Home..." the
caption read. Suman
Kumar, who worked as a
writer on popular series
"Family Man", is making
his directorial debut with
the movie. The film will

present a funny and uplift-
ing story of a young lady
who finds herself as she
goes on a challenging jour-
ney to protect the identity
of her people and land.

In a statement, producer
Vijay Kiragandur said
"Raghuthatha" is a come-
dy drama about a strong
and determined woman
who finds her unique
voice by challenging
norms, upholding her
principles, fighting for
them and eventually be-
coming an inspiration to
everyone.

"Through her trials and
tribulations, you see her
identity emerge.
Presented comedically, the
film promises to make
every member of the fami-
ly laugh out loud and in-
trospect after. Keerthy is
the perfect choice to play
the lead given her talent
and versatility and we're
happy to have her on
board," he added.

"Raghuthatha" will also
feature M S Bhaskar,
Devadarshini, Ravindra
Vijay, Anandsami and
Rajesh Balakrishnan in
pivotal roles.

Keerthy Suresh-starrer
‘Raghuthatha’ poster unveiled

Manoj Bajpayee
finishes filming for
‘courtroom drama’

Actor Manoj Bajpayee  said he
has concluded the shoot of his
upcoming courtroom drama
movie. The untitled project is
being produced by Vinod
Bhanushali's Bhanushali
Studios Limited, Suparn S
Varma and Zee Studios.
Taking to Instagram, the 53-
year-old actor posted a video
from his last day of filming
from the movie's set.
"And it's a wrap," Bajpayee
wrote in the caption.
The movie marks the feature
directorial debut of Apoorv
Singh Karki, known for helming
episodes of series such as
"Aspirants", "Saas Bahu Achaar
Pvt Ltd" and "Flames". A Zee
Studios and Bhanushali Studios
Limited presentation, the court-
room drama is also produced
by Kamlesh Bhanushali, Asif
Sheikh & Vishal Gurnani.
Juhi Parekh Mehta serves as a
co-producer.
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Lewandowski exit with 
Poland looks like farewell

Doha, Dec 05 (AP): Robert Lewandowski cradled
the neck of Kylian Mbapp , whose face was bowed as
if to let the Poland veteran kiss the top of his head. It
was a fatherly gesture from the 34-year-old FIFA
world player of the year to the 23-year-old France su-
perstar who is now on the fast track to winning the
next award. Lewandowski smiled when approaching
Mbapp after the final whistle Sunday, embracing him
with a warm hug even though the young man's two
goals had helped end his World Cup in a 3-1 loss that
sent France to the quarterfinals. Several minutes
later, Lewandowski lingered as the last player left on
the field, applauding Poland fans in the corner and
the team's families and friends in the main stand.

It sure looked like a slow walk away from a last
World Cup for Lewandowski, who will be two months
short of his 38th birthday when the 2026 tournament
starts in North America.

Giroud breaks Henry’s 
French record with 52nd goal

Doha, Dec 5 (AP): The national team scoring record
now checked off his list, Olivier Giroud turned his at-
tention to helping France win a second consecutive
World Cup. Giroud broke Thierry Henry's French
record with his 52nd goal for his country on Sunday
when he scored the first in a 3-1 victory over Poland
that put the reigning champions in the World Cup
quarterfinals. "I really wanted to score this goal
(against Poland). I was kind of relieved after this
goal," Giroud said. "We can move on and forget about
this, because so many people we're talking about this.
Now it is done, that it is a good thing. But most impor-
tant is to score more goals to help the team to reach
our target, which is to go as far as we can."

Sterling leaves England camp 
after home break-in

Doha, Dec 5 (AP): England forward Raheem
Sterling has left his team's World Cup camp in Qatar
and returned to the UK after a break-in at his home.
The 27-year-old Manchester City player missed
England's 3-0 win against Senegal in its round of 16
match on Sunday and it was not known if he would
be back for his nation's quarterfinal match with
France on Saturday. "We've got to give him time to try
to resolve that or be there for his family," coach
Gareth Southgate said. "That's the most important
thing at this time, so we're going to give him that
space." England announced an hour and a half before
kick off against Senegal at Al Bayt Stadium that
Sterling would be unavailable because of a "family
matter." The English Press Association later reported
armed intruders had broken into his home while his
wife and three children were inside. "Our thoughts
are with him and his family," captain Harry Kane
said. "It is a private matter with him, but it's never
easy to see one or your teammates and friends have to
deal with something like that."

Ronaldo looks to shine 
like Mbapp and Messi 

Doha, Dec 5 (AP): Kylian Mbapp is the top scorer.
Lionel Messi has been thrilling fans with his goals
and dribbles. So what about Cristiano Ronaldo, one of
the other superstars at the World Cup? OK, he's bro-
ken a tournament record by becoming the first player
to score a goal at five World Cups, but since convert-
ing that penalty in Portugal's opening game, Ronaldo
has had a rather quiet time of it. Maybe he's about to
burst into life in the knockout stage and erase a blem-
ish in his glittering career: None of Ronaldo's eight
World Cup goals have come in the knockout stage.
The five-time world player of the year heads into the
round of 16 in likely his final World Cup facing
Switzerland, which hasn't advanced beyond this stage
since 1954. Don't be fooled, though: This is the same
Switzerland that eliminated France in the last 16 at
the European Championship last year and has be-
come one of its continent's most consistent teams.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Al Khor (Qatar), Dec 05 (AP):

England captain Harry
Kane scored his first goal
of this year's World Cup,
helping his team beat
Senegal 3-0 Sunday and
setting up a match against
France in the quarterfi-
nals.

Kane scored for the 52nd
time for his country to
move within one of Wayne
Rooney's England record.
He also overtook Gary
Lineker as his country's
leading scorer in major
tournaments with 11
goals.

"The ball just sat up
nicely and the connection
was perfect," Kane said. "I
had one just before that I
should have done better
with so it was nice to see
that one go in."

Jordan Henderson and
Bukayo Saka also scored
at Al Bayt Stadium while
Jude Bellingham played a
key role in the opening
two goals and Phil Foden
had two assists.

England, which reached
the semifinals at the last
World Cup in Russia, will
face defending champion
France at Al Bayt Stadium
on Saturday.

"We enjoyed this one,
but of course our focus
turns straight to that,"
Kane said. "It's going to be
a really tough game.
They're reigning champi-
ons but it'll be a good bat-

tle." The must-see contest
will feature the tourna-
ment's leading scorer in
Kylian Mbappe and one of
its standout players in
Bellingham.

Mbappe scored twice
against Poland in a 3-1 vic-
tory to take his total at this
year's World Cup to five
goals. Bellingham only has
the one he scored in
England's opening 6-2 rout
of Iran, but his game is
about so much more.

"Goodness me,
@BellinghamJude is unbe-
lievably good. He's the
leader in this team. His
parents must be so proud.

Love him," Lineker wrote
on Twitter after the
Borussia Dortmund mid-
fielder crossed for
Henderson to score the
first goal in the 38th
minute. Up to then,
Senegal had been creating
the more dangerous
chances. Ismaila Sarr sent
a shot over from close
range and then England
goalkeeper Jordan
Pickford had to throw out
an arm to block another ef-
fort from Boulaye Dia.

All that without the
team's player, Sadio Mane,
who was ruled out of the
tournament with an in-

jury before play even start-
ed in Qatar.

Everything changed
once Bellingham seized
control, charging into the
box before setting up
Henderson. In first-half
stoppage time, he went on
another unstoppable run,
carrying the ball from just
outside England's box and
deep into Senegal's half.
Foden then played in Kane
to double England's lead.

With the 1966 World Cup
champions well on their
way to a showdown with
France, Saka scored in the
57th minute by converting
Foden's cross.

England reaches World Cup 
quarterfinals defeating Senegal 

England's Harry Kane celebrates scoring his side's second goal during the World Cup round of 16 
soccer match between England and Senegal, at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, Qatar.

Doha, Dec 05 (AP) 

Cristiano Ronaldo's
precision. Lionel Messi's
vision. The speed and
power of the original
Ronaldo the one from
Brazil.

Kylian Mbapp is elevat-
ing his performance to a
new dimension at the
World Cup.

As Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo play what will
likely be their final World
Cup, the France and
Paris Saint-Germain
striker is erasing any
questions over who
might succeed them as
the sport's new superstar.

Mbapp delivered an-
other stellar perform-
ance when he scored
twice and set up another
goal for defending cham-
pion France in a 3-1 win
over Poland on Sunday to
reach the quarterfinals of
the tournament in Qatar.

"We know about
Kylian, of course. He
speaks on the soccer
field," France coach
Didier Deschamps said.

"He can change a
match in just a moment."

Having already scored
four goals when he led
his country to the title
four years ago as a 19-
year-old phenom, the now
23-year-old Mbapp has
five and is the leading
scorer in this edition of
soccer's biggest event.
His nine career World
Cup goals make him the
first player to score that
many before the age of
24, breaking a record pre-
viously held by Pel , who
had seven at that point.

It's not just about goals
for Mbapp , whose career
arc continues to draw
comparisons to Pel , the
Brazilian great who had
won two World Cup titles
by the time he turned 21.

Mbapp is bringing soccer
to a new dimension 

Kylian Mbapp celebrates after scoring his side's second goal
during the World Cup round of 16 soccer match.

Rawalpindi, Dec 05 (AP) 

England showcased its
masterful approach of ag-
gression in test cricket
with a superb 74-run victo-
ry over Pakistan in the
final session of the first
test on Sunday.

Needing 263 runs with
eight wickets in hand on
Day 5, Pakistan was dis-
missed for 268 against the
reverse swing of James
Anderson (4-36) and Ollie
Robinson (4-50) -- losing its
last five wickets for just 11
runs after tea.

Jack Leach had the
last wicket of Naseem
Shah, trapped leg be-
fore wicket, after
England delayed the sec-
ond new ball for well over
an hour with Anderson
and Robinson doing the
damage with the old ball.

Pakistan succumbed to
the relentless attacking
field settings of England
captain Ben Stokes before
Robinson and veteran
Anderson sliced through

the lower order after
Pakistan was placed at

257-5 going into the final
session.

Robinson had earlier
ended the nearly four-
hour defiance of one of
the four Pakistan debu-
tants Saud Shakeel in the
second session to a bril-
liant diving catch by
Keaton Jennings as the
lefthander top-scored with
76.

England had posted an
electrifying 657 and
Pakistan responded with
579 to concede a 78-run
lead on a grass-less wicket
where seven batters from

both sides scored
centuries.

England made a
bold declaration with an-

other rapid 264-7 in just
35.5 overs on Day 4 and set
Pakistan a challenging
target of 343 in four ses-
sions.

England leads its first
test series in Pakistan in
17 years 1-0 with Multan
and Karachi scheduled to
host the remaining two
games.

Aggressive England beats
Pakistan by 74 runs

England's James Anderson 
celebrates after taking the

wicket of Muhammad Rizwan
during the fifth day of the first

test cricket match between
Pakistan and England, in

Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Talented opening batter
Shafali Verma was on
Monday named captain of
India's 15-member squad for
the ICC U-19 Women's T20
World Cup to be held in
South Africa from January
14 to 29. The All-India
Women's Selection
Committee picked the team
for the maiden edition of
the U-19 Women's T20 World
Cup, as well as for the up-
coming bilateral away T20
series against South Africa
U-19 beginning from
December 17. The 18-year-
old Shafali, who has played
two Tests, 21 ODIs and 46

T20Is after making her
debut in the senior national
team in 2019, will also lead
the 18-member Indian
squad in the five T20 match-
es against South Africa U-
19. All the five T20 matches
will be played at Tuks Oval,
Pretoria on December 27, 29,
31 and January 2 and 4 re-
spectively. In the U-19
Women's World Cup, which
will feature 16 teams, India
have been placed in Group
D alongside South Africa,
UAE and Scotland.

The top three teams from
each group will progress to
the Super Six round, where
the sides will be pooled into
two groups of six each.

Shafali Verma to lead India
in women’s U-19 World Cup 

Bhubaneswar, Dec 05 (PTI)

The trophy tour of the
2023 Men's FIH Hockey
World Cup was kick-start-
ed on Monday with
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik handing
over the trophy to Hockey
India president Dilip
Tirkey.

Wishing the trophy tour
a grand success, Patnaik
said it will be a memo-
rable world cup for the
teams and the fans.

"I hope the Hockey
Men's World Cup Trophy
Tour will build excite-
ment for the world cup
across India. We will be
hosting 16 teams and the
matches will be played in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela," he said.

Odisha's Sports
Minister Tusharkanti
Behera and Secretary
General of Hockey India
Bholanath Singh were
among those present at
the programme.

The tournament will
start on January 13 and

will continue till January
29. Over the next 21 days,
the trophy will travel to 13
states and a UT, including
West Bengal, Assam,
Delhi, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu, before re-
turning to Odisha on
December 25.

Once back in Odisha,
the trophy will tour all the

districts of the state.
The trophy will also be

taken to 17 blocks of
Sundergarh district,
termed the cradle of hock-
ey, officials said.

The trophy will be re-
turning to Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar
where the finals will be
played on January 29.

2023 FIH Hockey World
Cup’s trophy tour kickstarts

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launches the trophy tour of FIH
Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 by handing over the trophy to
Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey, in Bhubaneswar, Monday.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Indian shuttlers, led by
Para World
Championships bronze
medallist Sukant Kadam,
shone at the Peru Para
Badminton International
in Lima by clinching six
gold medals.

World No.3 Kadam de-
feated Singapore's Chee
Hiong Ang 21-14 21-15 in
the men's singles SL4 cate-
gory, while Nehal Gupta
won the SL3 event beating
Mathieu Thomas of
France 21-16 21-14.

"I am really happy with
the result, I have been
training hard. I have had a
good year and I hope that I
continue with the same
consistency next year,"
Kadam, who won bronze
in the 2022 Para World
Championships, said after
clinching the title.

In the women's section,
Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan
and Mandeep Kaur won
the titles in the SH6 and
SL3 singles categories.

While Nithya defeated
Giuliana Poveda Flores of
Peru 21-6 21-13, Mandeep
beat Ukraine's Oksana
Kozyna 21-11 21-11 in their
respective finals.

Men's doubles pair of
Nehal and Breno Johann
(SL3-SL4) and women's
doubles combination of
Parul Parmar and
Vaishali Nilesh Patel (SL3-
SU5) also bagged gold
medals in their respective
events.

Sukant Kadam wins gold
as Indian shuttlers shine
in Peru Para Badminton 

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Former Pakistan hockey cap-

tain Tahir Zaman believes

India can reclaim the World

Cup title after a hiatus of 47

years if they can handle the

pressure of being the hosts

and play consistent game.

Zaman, an integral part of

Pakistan's 1994 World Cup-

winning team, said playing

the marquee event at home

has its pros and cons. "I would

say India has a good chance

this time. To be honest, home

ground, home crowd advan-

tage, but they should not for-

get that it can also be a disad-

vantage. The pressure of the

home crowd and local media

is something they have to be

careful of," Zaman said.

"Apart from that, playing dis-

ciplined hockey, and not get-

ting emotional will help. I

would say the consistency I

have noticed in the Indian

team's performance shows

that they have everything that

can make them the world

champions this time."

Indian team has
everything to

become world 
champions in 

hockey: Tahir Zaman

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

One of the shrewdest minds in
world cricket, Andy Flower,
feels having different coaches
and specialist players for red
and white-ball cricket make a
"lot of sense" for bigger teams
like India, England and
Australia amid a punishing
international calendar.
Reigning T20 and ODI World
Cup champions England are
the only major side to adopt
the split coaching formula and
have a totally different set-up
for the five-day and shorter
formats. Flower, who now
coaches T20 franchises around
the world after spending 12
years in English cricket set-up,
feels the mental health of play-
ers and coaches is bound to be
affected with so much cricket
going on."For some countries
it is not needed. For bigger
countries who are playing tons
of cricket, players specialising
makes sense. It would also
make sense from a coaching
point of view and a lifestyle
and health point of view.

Specialist players
and split coaching

make lot of sense for
bigger international

teams: Flower

PM Modi inaugurates key BJP meet
as party eyes next round of polls

New Delhi, Dec 5 (PTI): 

Even as Gujarat polls
are underway, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday inaugurated a
two-day meeting of BJP
leaders here to review the
party's preparations and
chalk out strategy for the
next round of elections in
states and the all-impor-
tant Lok Sabha contest in
2024.

Modi arrived in the na-
tional capital after casting
vote in his home state. The
BJP's national office-bear-
ers' meeting is being held
at the party headquarters.

Besides them, presi-
dents and general secre-
taries (organisation) of
the BJP's state units are

also part of the meeting
chaired by the party's na-
tional president J P
Nadda.

The party's future strat-

egy, preparations for the
next round of state assem-
bly polls and various ongo-
ing organisational activi-
ties are being discussed.

The meeting is also serv-
ing as a stock-taking exer-
cise for leaders who are en-
gaged in organisational
works round the year, BJP
sources said.

Various groups of lead-
ers, including Union min-
isters, have also been
roped in to further
strengthen the party's
presence, especially in
places where it lost the
2019 Lok Sabha polls and
is eying victory in 2024.

Some electorally impor-
tant states, including
Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan,
besides Tripura and
Chhattisgarh, are sched-
uled to have assembly
polls ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections.
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Singapore, Dec 5 (PTI): 

Six-year-old Indian-ori-
gin boy Om Madan Garg
has become the youngest
Singaporean to finish the
Everest Base Camp trek in
Nepal, a feat that has been
recognised by the
Singapore Book of
Records. Om made the 10-
day journey with his par-
ents in October, reaching
the south base camp in
Nepal at an altitude of
5,364 metre, after a trek of
65 km.

The outdoorsy child is
no stranger to adventure --
his parents have taken him
on backpacking trips to
Vietnam, Thailand and
Laos since he was just two-

and-a-half months old.
Om, his father Mayur

Garg, 38, and mother
Gayatri Mahendram, 39,
kicked off their 10-day
trek on September 28,
aided by a guide and two
porters, The Straits
Times newspaper report-
ed on Monday. Their en-
tire journey has been doc-
umented on the family's
YouTube travel channel,
The Brave Tourist, in a
seven-part series.

"I want to see the whole
world," said Om, the
Kindergarten 2 student
from Canossaville
Preschool whose 65 km
trek took him past remote
villages, Nepalese temples
and monasteries, and sce-

nic vistas of Himalayan
mountains like the
Everest, Lhotse and Lhotse
Sar. When the going got
tough on the undulating
and rugged paths towards
the Everest Base Camp, lol-
lipops, raisins and cookies
kept Om going on the once-
in-a-lifetime expedition
with his parents.

Mayur -- a senior busi-
ness analyst and avid
mountain climber who has
scaled peaks in Indonesia,
Russia and Tanzania -- had
made the trip to Everest
Base Camp in November
2021, and thought it would
make for a fun family trip.

To prepare for the trip,
the family watched
YouTube videos of other

trekkers who had logged
the journey, and made it a
point to be active every day
six months prior to the
trip. "We live in the Yio Chu
Kang area, and we walk to
the Marina Bay Sands area
which is about 10 km away.
It takes us four to five
hours, but we just go,"
Mayur said.

The regime also includ-
ed swimming, stair-climb-
ing and excursions to
places like Fort Canning.
"Fort Canning was hard be-
cause we had to go up and
down the stairs 30 times.
But because it was hard
when we were training,
when we went to Everest
Base Camp, it was easy,"
Om said.

‘Youth will be finished’, agonises SC

New Delhi, Dec 5 (PTI): 

"The youth will be fin-
ished," an anguished
Supreme Court said on
Monday voicing concern
over the burgeoning illicit
liquor trade and drug
menance in Punjab, and
asked the state government
to fix responsibility on the
local police for failing to
keep vigil. A bench of jus-
tices M R Shah and C T
Ravikumar asked the
Punjab government to spell
out specific steps taken to
curb the production and
sale of illegal liquor.

Senior advocate Ajit
Kumar Sinha, appearing
for the Punjab government,
assured the court that the
state is taking action and
has already destroyed over
13,000 illegal liquor 'bhattis'

(distilleries).
"We are not concerned

with A government or B
government. So far as
Punjab is concerned, the
drugs problem is increas-
ing. The youth will be fin-
ished. It is very unfortu-
nate that this is happening.
Who is the sufferer? The
poor people. Illegal manu-
facture and transportation
has to stop because it ulti-
mately affects the health
and the society.

"If somebody wants to
finish the country and
more particularly from the
border state, they will start
with the borders. Every
extra caution should be
taken to save the country.
Tell your government to be
very serious. They have to
take every effort to save the
country, it is very easy to

ruin the youth," the bench
said.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea arising out of a
September 2020 order of
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court that had dis-
posed of a petition seeking
transfer of some FIRs reg-
istered in Punjab in rela-
tion to distillation of spuri-
ous liquor, its sale and
inter-state smuggling to
the CBI.

The high court had dis-
posed of the plea follow-
ing an assurance by the
state's counsel that con-
cerns raised by the peti-
tioners will be duly dealt
with and suitable action
initiated. Sinha told the
Supreme court that over
36,000 FIRs have been reg-
istered in the last two
years.

The bench shot back, say-
ing: "You (government) are
only filing FIRs, but accord-
ing to you in every gali and
mohalla there is a 'bhatti'."
When one of the lawyers
sought compensation for
the families of those who
died due to consumption of
spurious liquor, the bench
said it has to be a policy de-
cision.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP National President
JP Nadda arrives for the party's National Office Bearers
Meeting, at BJP HQ in New Delhi, Monday.

Apex Body asks Punjab to check illicit liquor manufacture and trade 

Lakhimpur violence

Court dismisses discharge
applications of Union 

minister’s son
Lakhimpur Kheri
(UP), Dec 5 (PTI): A
court here on Monday
dismissed the discharge
applications of 13 ac-
cused, including Union
minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra's son Ashish
Mishra, in the
Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence case. District gov-
ernment counsel (crimi-
nal) Arvind Tripathi told
PTI that the court of ad-
ditional district judge-I
dismissed the discharge
applications and fixed
December 6 as the date
for framing of charges
against the accused. A
charge sheet has been
filed against all these ac-
cused.

6-year-old Indian-origin boy becomes youngest
Singaporean to reach Everest Base Camp

Govt calls all-party meet on Tuesday
ahead of Winter Session of Parliament

New Delhi, Dec 5 (PTI): 

The government has
convened an all-party
meet of floor leaders on
Tuesday to discuss the
legislative agenda and im-
portant issues likely to be
discussed in the Winter
Session of Parliament be-
ginning December 7.

Separately, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla will on
Tuesday evening chair a
meeting of the business
advisory committee
ahead of the session. This
time he decided to call a
BAC meet instead of the
customary all-party meet
on the eve of the session,
sources said.

The BAC discusses the

legislative agenda of the
House as well as issues on
which parties would like
to have discussion. Last
week, the government
had listed 16 new bills for
introduction in the
Winter Session.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi
had recently sent out in-
vites to floor leaders of
various parties to attend
the all-party meet. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is likely to be present. The
session begins a day be-
fore the votes of Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly elections, along
with those of six assem-
bly and one Lok Sabha by-
polls, are counted.



JD(U) president 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Janata Dal
(United) president Rajiv
Ranjan Singh, better
known as Lalan Singh, was
on Monday elected unop-
posed for a fresh three-
year term at the helm of
the regional party. JD(U)
general secretary Afaque
Ahmed Khan said Singh, a
Lok Sabha MP and confi-
dant of the party's preemi-
nent leader and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, was the only per-
son in the fray and was
elected unopposed after
the last date of the with-
drawal of nomination was
over on Monday.

Women sacked
UUjjjjaaiinn:: Two women security
personnel at
Mahakaleshwar Temple in
Madhya Pradesh's Ujjain
were removed from service
after they posted a video
clip of themselves dancing
to a film song on the prem-
ises of the famous shrine,
an official said on Monday.
The security personnel
have been directed to use
only keypad mobile phones
and not smartphones dur-
ing duty hours at the tem-
ple, the official from the
shrine said.

Sacrilege incident
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Two persons
have been arrested in con-
nection with a sacrilege
incident in a Gurdwara in
Punjab's Jalandhar district,
police said on Monday. The
incident took place in the
Gurdwara located in
Mansoorpur village in
Phillaur on Sunday night,
police said. Two persons,
who were said to be migrant
labourers, have been arrest-
ed for the sacrilege inci-
dent, they said. "Today, the
accused related to the sacri-
lege incident at the
Gurdwara Sahib of village
Mansoorpur, PS Goraya
District Jalandhar (Rural)
have been arrested. The
case has been registered
and investigation is ongoing,
the situation is under con-
trol," the Jalandhar Rural
Police tweeted.

Drone recovered
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The BSF has
recovered a drone along
with a packet of heroin
near the India-Pakistan
border in Punjab's
Amritsar district, foiling
yet another cross-border
drug-smuggling attempt,
officials said Monday.
Upon hearing the buzzing
sound of a drone near
Roranwala Kalan village
around 2:35 am, BSF
troops fired in that direc-
tion, they said. Later,
while searching the area,
the troops recovered a
broken quadcopter and a
packet of narcotics, offi-
cials said.
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School girls pass by the security
personnel standing guard near Sri

Krishna Janambhumi and Shahi
Mosque Eidgah a day before the
Babri Mosque Demolition Day, in

Mathura, Monday.
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New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI): 

Exit polls on Monday
predicted a big majority
for the BJP in Gujarat
while most of them gave
an edge to it in Himachal
Pradesh, indicating re-
election of the ruling
party in both states.

However, two exit polls
showed a dead heat be-
tween the BJP and the
Congress in Himachal
Pradesh where results
could go either way.

The counting of votes in
both states will take place
on December 8. Elections
for the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly took place on
November 12, while
polling in Gujarat hap-
pened in two phases on
December 1 and 5.

Most exit polls predicted

a big mandate for the BJP
in Gujarat in the range of
117-148 seats in the 182-
member assembly, while
the Congress was predict-
ed to bag seats in the range
of 30-51 seats. The Aam

Aadmi Party was project-
ed to bag anything be-
tween three and 13 seats.
The majority mark in
Gujarat is 92.

In Himachal Pradesh,
the exit polls projected a

range of 24-40 seats for the
BJP and 26-40 seats for the
Congress. The AAP was
projected to bag seats in
the range of 0-3. The ma-
jority mark is 35 seats.

According to the News
X-Jan Ki Baat exit poll on
Gujarat elections, the BJP
was likely to get 117-140
seats, Congress-NCP 34-51,
AAP 6-13 and others 1-2.

Republic TV P-MARQ
predicted 128-148 seats for
the BJP, 30-42 for the
Congress-NCP, AAP 2-10
and others 0-3.

TV9 Gujarati forecast
that the BJP would get 125-
130 seats, Congress-NCP
40-50, AAP 3-5 and others 3-
7.

For Himachal Pradesh,
Aaj Tak-Axis My India
predicted a close contest
between the Congress and

the BJP. It said the BJP
would get 24-34 seats and
the Congress 30-40 seats.

India TV predicted that
the BJP would bag 35-40
seats, Congress 26-31 and
AAP zero.

News X-Jan Ki Baat sur-
vey said the BJP was like-
ly to get 32-40 seats in the
hill state, Congress 27-34
and AAP zero.

While Republic TV P-
MARQ predicted that the
BJP would get 34-39,
Congress 28-33 and AAP 0-
1, the Times Now-ETG
said the average seats BJP
was likely to get was 38
and the Congress 28.

For the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
polls, most exit polls pre-
dicted a huge win for the
AAP over the BJP with the
Congress a distant third.

Kanker, Dec 05 (PTI): 

A voter turnout of 64.86
per cent was recorded on
Monday in the bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly constituency in
Chhattisgarh's Kanker dis-
trict, a poll official here
said.

The figure is provisional
as reports from some
polling booths located in
sensitive locations were
yet to be received, he said.

Polling began at 7 am
amid tight security and
concluded at 3 pm. No un-
toward incident was re-
ported in the constituency
during the polling process
which was by and large
peaceful, the official said.

Seven candidates con-
tested the bypoll in the
constituency, reserved for
the Scheduled Tribes,
though it was largely seen
as a direct contest between

the ruling Congress and
the opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

BJP candidate
Brahmanand Netam and
Congress nominee Savitri
Mandavi cast their votes
in Kaswahi and Telgara
polling booths respective-
ly. The byelection was ne-
cessitated due to the death
of Congress MLA and
state Assembly's Deputy
Speaker Manoj Singh
Mandavi after a heart at-
tack on October 16.

The Congress fielded his
wife in the bypoll.

Sarva Adivasi Samaj, an
umbrella body of tribal
communities in Bastar,
also fielded its candidate,
former Indian Police
Service Officer Akbar
Ram Korram, who contest-
ed as an independent.

The counting of votes
will take place on
December 8.

Ambikapur, Dec 05 (PTI): 

Four newborn babies
died in the special neonatal
care unit (SNCU) of a gov-
ernment hospital in
Chhattisgarh's Surguja dis-
trict on Monday, prompting
the state government to
order a probe, an official
said.

The deaths occurred be-
tween 5.30 am and 8.30 am
at the Government Medical
College Hospital (GMCH) in
Ambikapur, around 300 km
from capital Raipur, collec-
tor Kundan Kumar told re-
porters. While the kin of
the deceased infants
claimed that the babies, two
of whom were on ventilator
support, died as a result of
a power outage in the hospi-
tal, the administration has

maintained that the deaths
can't be linked to the power
cut.

"The four babies were in
a critical condition and
were admitted in the spe-
cial neonatal care unit
(SNCU) of the hospital. Of
them, two were on ventila-
tor support," the collector
said. As per preliminary in-
formation, there was a fluc-
tuation in the power supply
in the hospital between 1
am and 1.30 am, which was
rectified in a short while.
However, such a fluctuation
does not affect the SNCU, as

it has alternate power sup-
ply, which was functioning,
he said. At least 30 to 35 chil-
dren are undergoing treat-
ment in the SNCU, the offi-
cial said.

A detailed investigation
into the matter is underway,
following which the exact
cause of deaths will be
known, he said, adding that
the medical report of the
four infants will soon be re-
leased by the hospital.

Meanwhile, state Health
Minister TS Singh Deo has
directed the health secre-
tary to constitute a team to
probe the incident.

"After learning about the
death of four infants in
Ambikapur Medical
College Hospital, I have
asked the health secretary
to constitute a probe team
and send it to the spot for an
enquiry. I have also ap-

prised Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel," Singh
Deo said in a video state-
ment. The minister said he
will be reaching
Ambikapur in a helicopter
this afternoon and will visit
the hospital.

He has also directed offi-
cials to take stern action if
necessary into the matter.

Parents of the deceased
infants have alleged that
the power supply in the hos-
pital was disrupted for
more than three hours in
the night, and accused the
hospital staff of negligence.

Expressing grief over the
incident, Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey
directed the state govern-
ment to take appropriate ac-
tion into it after investigat-
ing the cause of deaths and
ensure relief to the kin of
the deceased babies.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Ahead of the Union Budget
2023-24, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will chair the
'second national conference of
chief secretaries' in the
national capital next month, a
senior government official
said. The second national con-
ference of chief secretaries
will be held in Delhi in January
and it will be a significant step
towards further strengthening
the partnership between the
Centre and the state govern-
ments, the official told PTI.
Several officials, including
young district collectors and
magistrates, from the states
and union territories as well as
the Union ministries are likely
to attend the conference.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Asserting the purpose of
charity should not be con-
version, the Supreme
Court reaffirmed on
Monday that forced reli-
gious conversion is a "seri-
ous issue" and against the
Constitution.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by advocate
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to the Centre and
states to take stringent
steps to control fraudulent
religious conversion by
"intimidation, threaten-
ing, deceivingly luring
through gifts and mone-
tary benefits". The Centre
told the court it is collect-
ing information from

states on religious conver-
sion through such means.
Appearing before a bench
of Justices M R Shah and
C T Ravikumar, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta
sought time to furnish de-
tailed information on the
issue. Mehta sought a
week's time from the court
which it granted.

"The purpose of charity
should not be conversion.
Allurement is dangerous,"
the top court said, and ac-
knowledged that forced re-
ligious conversion is a
very serious matter.

When a lawyer ques-
tioned the maintainability
of the plea, the bench
said,"Do not be so techni-
cal. We are here to find a
solution. We are here for a

cause. We are here to set
things right. If the pur-
pose of the charity is good
then it is welcome but
what is required to be con-
sidered is the intention.

"Do not take it as adver-
sarial. It is a very serious
issue. Ultimately it is
against our Constitution.
When everyone stays in
India, they have to act per
the culture of India," the
bench observed. There
have been accusations
against some religious or-
ders that they were con-
verting people from other
religions by offering vari-
ous forms of charity in-
cluding education for their
children. The apex court
will now take up the mat-
ter on December 12.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI): 

The GST Council in its
next meeting is likely to dis-
cuss decriminalisation of of-
fences under GST law, along
with raising the threshold of
launching prosecution to Rs
20 crore, from Rs 5 crore at
present, officials said on
Monday.

The council, chaired by
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and
comprising her state coun-
terparts, is scheduled to
meet virtually on December
17. The government had in
September said that GST of-
ficers can launch prosecu-
tion against GST offenders
in cases where the amount
of evasion or misuse of

input tax credit is more than
Rs 5 crore.

Launching of prosecution
by taxmen means com-
mencement of legal pro-
ceedings against the offend-
er.

One of the proposal be-
fore the Council is to raise
the threshold limit for
launching criminal proceed-
ings under GST for offences
over Rs 20 crore. Also, the
property of offenders below
the set threshold will not be
attached, officials said.

The council is also likely
to consider removing those
penal offences which are al-
ready covered under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
from the GST Act to make it
more taxpayer-friendly.

Kolkata, Dec 05 (PTI): 

Students and common
people will have the oppor-
tunity to interact with space
scientists, and space indus-
try entrepreneurs at a
National Space Science
Exhibition which will begin
in the city from December 6.

The six-day exhibition is
being hosted by the Center
of Excellence in Space
Sciences India, IISER
Kolkata in collaboration
with the Indian Space
Research Organisation, the
S.N. Bose National Centre
for Basic Sciences, Science
City, Birla Industrial and
Technological Museum
along with city-based part-
ner organisations, includ-
ing the Presidency
University, University of

Calcutta and St. Xavier's
College, a spokesperson of
IISER Kolkata said Monday.

People will have the op-
portunity to interact with
space scientists, space in-
dustry entrepreneurs and
science outreach experts
from the Astronomical
Society of India, Indian
Institute of Astrophysics,
Physical Research
Laboratory, IISER Kolkata,
Aryabhatta Research
Institute of Observational
Sciences, Ashoka
University, SatCom
Industry Association of
India and ISRO centres.

"This exhibition is a col-
laboration of various city-
based organisations and
the national space science
community to showcase
Indian space science

achievements and ISRO's
role in catalysing the
growth of space-reliant
technologies for the benefit
of society," IISER Kolkata
Professor Dibyendu Nandi,
who is leading the local or-
ganising committee, said.

The idea of organising
such a national exhibition
focusing on space sciences
was suggested by A.S.
Kiran Kumar, chairperson
of ISRO'S APEX Board, Dr
S. Seetha of Raman
Research Institute who
heads the Outreach
Committee of the National
Space Science Symposium
said. The outreach commit-
tee is overseeing the plan-
ning of the exhibition
which will be held in sever-
al venues across the me-
tropolis.

Bengaluru, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Popular singer Lucky
Ali has alleged that a
property owned by him in
the city has been en-
croached upon illegally by
a "land mafia" with the
help of a woman IAS offi-
cer.

The son of the late actor
and comedian Mehmood
Ali, whose original name
is Maqsood Mahmood Ali,
has written to Karnataka
Director General of Police
in this regard and has
posted the same on social
media sites.

The family of IAS offi-
cer Rohini Sindhuri, who
has been named by Ali,
has denied the charges. "I

am currently in Dubai for
work, hence the urgency.
My farm which is a Trust
Property located in
Kenchenahalli Yelahanka
is being encroached upon
illegally by Sudhir Reddy
(and Madhu Reddy) from
the Bangalore Land
Mafia. With the help of his
wife who is an IAS Officer
by the name of Rohini
Sindhuri they are misus-
ing State resources for
their personal gain," Ali
said in the post. Alleging
that they are forcibly and
illegally coming inside his
farm and refusing to show
the relevant documents,
he said, "My legal counsel
is informing me that this
is totally illegal and they
don't have the court order
to come inside the proper-
ty as we are in possession,
and living there since the
past 50 years."

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a plea seeking removal
of alleged wrong historical
facts related to the con-
struction of the Taj Mahal
from history books and
find the age of the monu-
ment.

A bench of Justices M R
Shah and C T Ravikumar
asked the petitioner to ap-
proach the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) and
make a representation be-
fore it. "The PILs are not
meant for fishing enquiry.
We are not here to reopen
history. Let history contin-

ue.The writ petition is dis-
missed as withdrawn. The
petitioner is granted liber-
ty to make representation
to the ASI. We have not ex-
pressed any merits on the
same," the bench said.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Surjit
Singh Yadav seeking direc-
tion to the Centre to remove
the alleged wrong histori-
cal facts related to the con-
struction of the Taj Mahal
from history books and
textbooks.

The plea also sought di-
rections to the ASI to carry
out a probe into the age of
the Taj Mahal.

The petitioner contended
that his research shows
that a magnificent mansion
already existed at the site
where the body of Mughal
emperor Shah Jahan's wife
Mumtaz Mahal was placed
in a dome-like structure.

Exit polls predict big majority
for BJP in Gujarat, edge in HP

A polling official inks the foot of Ankit Soni, a specially-abled
voter, who lost his both hands in an accident, as he arrives to cast
his vote for the 2nd phase of the Gujarat Assembly elections, in
Kheda district, Monday.

Chh’garh bypoll: 64.86 pc voter
turnout in Bhanupratappur

Assembly seat

Srinagar, Dec 5 (PTI) 

Farooq Abdullah was on
Monday re-elected unopposed
the president of the National
Conference (NC), barely a fort-
night after the 85-year-old
leader announced he would not
run for another term.
Abdullah, who has served as NC
president for nearly three
decades after being elected
first in 1981, said though he
wanted to step aside and let the
younger leadership run the
party, he was persuaded to con-
tinue as "we are passing
through a very difficult phase".
Abdullah was elected the
party's chief at the NC's dele-
gate session held here after
party leaders offered prayers at
the mausoleum of NC founder
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah at
Naseem Bagh in Hazratbal on
his 117th birth anniversary.

Four newborn babies die at govt hospital in Ambikapur
̈ Probe ordered

PM Modi to chair
‘second national

conference of
chief secretaries’

next month

GST council to consider
decriminalisation of GST

law in Dec 17 meet

GOLD ATM

A woman withdraws gold coins from India's first Gold ATM, Begumpet in Hyderabad, Monday.

Farooq Abdullah
re-elected NC

president

Forced religious conversion
is a serious issue: SC

‘Not here to reopen history’
̈ SC junks PIL to

remove ‘wrong’
historical facts 
on Taj Mahal

Science enthusiasts to get opportunity for
interacting with space scientists at exhibition

Squatters on my assets: Ali
̈ Singer Lucky  

links IAS officer 
to ‘land mafia’
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0055::  Due to the contin-
uous efforts of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant, today, Bhilai is famous all
over the country as the educa-
tion capital. The students of
Bhilai have brought laurels to the
city by registering their pres-
ence in the premier institutes of
the entire country. SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has given new
heights to education of Bhilai
with its efforts. BSP along with
providing the best environment
for education, has helped the
students to move forward by
providing them various scholar-
ships to pursue higher educa-
tion. The most important schol-
arship in this is the Prime

Minister's Trophy Scholarship.
In the year 1992-93, Bhilai

Steel Plant for the first time suc-
ceeded in winning the Prime
Minister's Trophy for the Best
Integrated Steel Plant and re-
ceived an amount of one crore as
prize money. The then BSP man-
agement resolved to make good
use of this amount and decided
to start a new scholarship from
its interest. With the interest of
this amount, for the first time in
the year 1995-96, 50 meritorious
children of the employees were
awarded Prime Minister's
Trophy Scholarship. Bhilai Steel
Plant has so far won the Prime
Minister's Trophy 11 times and
the Steel Minister's Trophy once.
Bhilai Steel Plant has so far won
Rs 16 crore as prize money from
Prime Minister's Trophy. With
the increase in the number of
winning the PM Trophy, the
number of Prime Minister's
Trophy Scholarships also in-

creased continuously. Starting
from 50 every year in 1995-96,
this number has reached 255
students every year today. Thus
far, more than 5000 students
have been benefited and an
amount of more than 16 crores
has been distributed from the in-
terest earned. The capital is still
intact. It is to be noted that
under this scheme for 255 schol-
arship, the number of students
receiving the Prime Minister's
Trophy Sarvottam scholarship is
75, who are provided annually
with Rs 25,000 as scholarship.
The number of recipients of the
Prime Minister's Trophy Merit
and Merit Cum Means
Scholarship is 180, under which
a scholarship of Rs 11,000 per
year is given to technical stu-
dents and Rs 7,500 per year to
non-technical students.
Scholarship is given from the in-
terest of the amount received
from Prime Minister's Trophy

award money. It is noteworthy
that SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has
proved its excellence by winning
the Prime Minister's Trophy for
Best Integrated Steel Plant 11
times so far. SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant is the only plant in the en-
tire SAIL, which has the distinc-
tion of winning the Prime
Minister's Trophy. In addition to

the SAIL scholarship, children of
Bhilai Steel Plant employees are
getting an additional scholarship
in the form of Prime Minister's
Trophy Scholarship. Apart from
this, the students of SAIL-BSP
have also been able to make it to
the list of SAIL Scholarship. It is
worth mentioning that Bhilai
Steel Plant had started this
scholarship under the plan to
spend the interest of the amount
received in the prestigious Prime
Minister's Trophy won as the
best integrated steel plant of the
country. It was first implement-
ed in the academic session 1995-
96. It may be noted that BSP has
so far awarded "Prime Minister
Trophy" scholarship to more
than 5000 meritorious students.
Under this, scholarships worth
more than Rs 16 crore have been
distributed so far. The Education
Department of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has issued a circular invit-
ing application for the presti-

gious "Prime Minister Trophy"
Scholarship 2022-2023. A circu-
lar has been issued for providing
Prime Minister's Trophy and
SAIL Scholarship for the aca-
demic session 2022-23 to the eli-
gible wards of regular employ-
ees of Bhilai Steel Plant. In these
scholarships, Prime Minister's
Trophy Sarvottam Scholarship,
Prime Minister's Trophy
Scholarship, Cell Merit and
Merit Cum Means Scholarship
and separate scholarship will be
provided to the differently-abled
student.

The last date for submission
of filled applications is January
31, 2023. Application forms can
be obtained from the Office of
Education Department, Room No
4, Russian Complex, Sector-7.
Applications are being issued for
this scholarship from December
01, 2022. The last date for sub-
mission of application form is
January 31, 2023.

Mental health problems on rise in
Chh’garh: Dr Prashant Agrawal 

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0055::  Dr Prashant
Agrawal, Senior Psychiatrist
and Addiction Specialist, said
that the statistics show that
the number of adults suffer-
ing from mental problems is
on the rise in Chhattisgarh.
Here, every fifth person is
suffering from some or the
other mental problem.
Considering the situation, Dr
Prashant Agrawal has organ-
ized a free medical camp on
December 07 at his clinics in
Drug and Power House.
People can get free mental
checkup, consultation and
medicines at this camp. 

According to the Mental
Health Survey Year-2019
conducted in Chhattisgarh,
more than 22 percent of peo-
ple above the age of 18 are
suffering from some form of
mental disease. The most
common of these are de-

p r e s s i o n ,
schizophre-
nia, halluci-
n a t i o n s ,
mania, de-
p r e s s i o n ,
neurological
p r o b l e m s ,
etc, caused
by the use of
psychoactive substances -
injection drug use. When it
comes to overall health, keep
in mind that the emphasis is
on keeping both the mind
and body in good health. 

Dr Prashant stated physi-
cal and mental health are
complementary to each
other. Hence, problems in
one can affect the health of
the other. Dr Prashant stated
that many famous people
even had mental problems
and they never hesitate to
speak about it and get it
cured. He suggested the
common people not be
ashamed of such health
problems. 
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Bhilai, Dec 05: A
Rajbhasha competition cum
workshop on 'Writing and
Presentation skills' was or-
ganised at Town Services
department on December
01, 2022. SV Nandanwar,
CGM (TSD & CSR) was the
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. Nandanwar stated that
use of Rajbhasha should be
encouraged by motivating
people to participate in such
competitions. Awareness
will be brought about
Rajbhasha through writings
and presentations, he said.

The programme began
with a welcome address and
briefing by Yashwant
Kumar Sahu, Rajbhasha
Coordinator. Mukund Das
Manikpuri, Section Officer

presented the Annual
Report. A competition on
presentation of self-written
work on the topic 'My
favourite book' was held.
Aniket Ojha, GM (Vigilance)
and Jitendra Manikpuri,
AM (Rajbhasha) were pres-
ent as subject experts and
Judges. Earlier, the Judges
also evaluated the entries of
essay competition. The topic
for essay competition was
'My favourite tourist place'.
Aniket Ojha, GM (Vigilance)
and Jitendra Das
Manikpuri, AM (Rajbhasha)

shared their views on the oc-
casion. Those present also
shared their opinion during
the programme. The Judges
were given mementoes and
winners were felicitated in
the last phase of the pro-
gramme. Meenakshi
Mohan Iyer (Education),
Indu Dubey (Housing),
Santosh Gaund
(Enforcement) were given
1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes for
essay competition while
Kedarnath Sobere
(Education) and Uttam Bhai
Patel (Shops) were given

Special Consolation prizes.
Anaj Banerjee (Housing-
Licence) and Samarjeet
Dutta (Revenue) were given
Consolation prizes. In the
presentation of self-written
work competition, Dr
Sheetal Chandra Sharma
(Education), Vay
Umashankar (Town
Planning) and Alok
Tamrakar (Housing-
Licence) were given 1st, 2nd
and 3rd prizes. Mukund Das
Manikpuri (Coordination)
was given the Special
Consolation prize while
Devanand Chouhan
(Enforcement), Indu Dubey
(Housing), Kedarnath
Sobere (Education), were
given Consolation prizes.
Mukund Das Manikpuri
proposed the Vote of
Thanks.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: In-charge
of Smriti Nagar Chowki,
Sub Inspector Yuvraj
Deshmukh died in a road
accident which occurred
late night on Sunday at
Sonmi of Rajnandgaon
district. After completing
the work at Chowki, he
was moving towards his
residence in Rajnandgaon
on a bike.

At Somni, his bike
rammed into the rear end
of a parked truck. Fatally
injured cop was rushed to
Medical College Hospital
in Rajnandgaon where he
succumbed to his injuries.
Yuvraj had played a vital
role in solving several sen-
sational cases in Durg.

Top cops of the district
have expressed condo-

lences on his demise.
According to informa-

tion, Deshmukh's family
resides in Rajnandgaon.
He often used to visit his
house as it was not so far
from Smriti Nagar.
Around 23:00 hrs on
Sunday, he left Smriti
Nagar Chowki on his bike
CG07-BY-9537 for
Rajnandgaon.

Around 23:30 hrs, he
was unable to spot a
parked truck at Sonmi
and rammed into its rear
end. Due to the collision,
his helmet broke away
and he suffered injuries
on face and other parts
of the body.

On information, a po-
lice team reached the
spot and Deshmukh was
rushed to the hospital in
Rajnandgaon where he

succumbed during treat-
ment.

Yuvraj was positioned
as Sub Inspector in Durg
Police. In view of his capa-
bilities and efficient work-
ing, he was entrusted the
responsibility of Smriti
Nagar Chowki of Supela
Police Station. He played a
vital role in the ongoing
investigations against the

online cricket betting
rackets. He has also suc-
cessfully solved several
sensational cases during
his deployment in various
places.

It could be recollected
here that after joining the
Smriti Nagar Chowki, he
was seriously injured in a
road accident and was ad-
mitted to the hospital for
several days. Yuvraj hails
from Malighauri of Balod
District. He was the eldest
among four brothers in
the family. His wife
Menaka Deshmukh is a
house wife while his
daughter Pooja works in a
private firm, son Bel
Singh Deshmukh is
preparing for competitive
exams and younger
daughter Anju is studying
fashion designing.
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Bhilai, Dec 05: New edi-
tion  of CCET Journal of
Science and Engineering
Education was released by
Chairman CCET Bishop
HG Alexios Mar Eusebius
on Monday at a program
held at the College
Auditorium. Program
started with lighting of tra-
ditional lamp followed by
the welcome speech by
Principal Dr Dipali Soren.

College Executive vice
Chairman Rev Fr Dr PS
Varghese emphasized the
need for research and de-
velopment. Editorial board
comprised of Editor Dr
Dipali Soren and Associate
Editor Dr Preeti Nand
Kumar and Coeditors in-

cludes the HOD's of all de-
partments.

CCET Journal of Science
and Engineering
Education is an annual
open access online and
print journal that publish-
es original research papers,
review articles and case
studies in the field of engi-
neering, science and tech-
nology encompassing new
research and development
for various applications.

The journal aims to en-

hance the outlook towards
research, provide a plat-
form for innovators and re-
searchers to bring out
their contributions in the
form of research papers,
case studies, and review
articles in the fields of en-
gineering, science and
technology. Journal facili-
tate the global exchange
and review of research
ideas and expertise among
individuals in the scientif-
ic community.
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Bhilai, Dec 05: To prevent
the boozers from drinking
in public places, the mem-
bers of Nehru Nagar
Traders Association have
constituted a Whistle
Blower Patrolling Team
which moves around the
commercial complex area
in Nehru Nagar during
late evening hours. They
counsel the drinkers and
ask them not to consume
liquor in public places.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the incidents of
public boozing are on rise
across the city. People are
often seen consuming al-
cohol in lonely public
places. Many are seen con-
suming liquor in the cars
also. The residents of
Nehru Nagar Commercial
Complex were feeling

troubled due to
such people. After
receiving com-
plaints from the
women and elder-
ly people, the
Nehru Nagar
T r a d e r s
Association con-
stituted a pa-
trolling party
which moves
across the
Commercial Complex area
during late evening hours
to prevent public boozing.
President Devinder Bhatia
informed that with the
help of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, they are try-
ing to resolve the essential
issues like cleanliness,
lighting, development of
parking, bush cutting etc
in the residential cum
commercial premises.

He said that public booz-

ers had spoiled the atmos-
phere of this complex.
Considering the situation,
they made a complaint
after which the Supela
Police Team took action
against the public boozers.
Police patrolling has also
been increased in this
area. On December 04,
Nehru Nagar Traders
Association formed a
whistle blower team and
started patrolling at the se-

lected places. The team
found people consuming
liquor at some places.
They asked the drinkers to
avoid drinking in public
places as it is an offence.

General Secretary
Jagdish Ahuja and Joint
Secretary Sandeep
Singhal said that the
Municipal Corporation
should also cooperate by
making adequate arrange-
ments of lighting as this

kind of gathering happens
only because of darkness.
Local resident Vijay
Kothari has appealed to
the local residents to coop-
erate in reducing the prob-
lem by arranging ade-
quate lighting in their
buildings and establish-
ments from 7 pm to 10 pm.

After patrolling, Harsh
Chandel, Joint Secretary
of Traders Association,
met Supela police station
in-charge Inspector
Durgesh Sharma and gave
complete information
about patrolling. Nehru
Nagar Traders
Association President
Devinder Singh Bhatia,
General Secretary Jagdish
Ahuja, Joint Secretaries
Sandeep Singhal and
Harsh Chandel, local resi-
dent Vijay Kothari and
others were present.

Sonkar Samaj did commendable
work by establishing 14 schools: CM

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: On
Monday, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel attended
a function organised by
Sonkar Samaj in
Kumhari. CM said that he
has seen that the people of
Sonkar Samaj reside in
border areas of villages
and cities. Talking about
Raipur, he said that there
were many farms from
Sunder Nagar to Lakhe
Nagar where the people of
Sonkar community had
vegetable gardens. When
the city was expanding,
the owners were selling
the land.

At the time of investing
the money earned by sell-
ing the land, the people of
Sonkar Samaj invested it
in education. He said that
the people of Sonkar
Samaj built 14 schools. The
great interest in the field

of education shows that
the Samaj is progressive
and understands the value
of education in progress.
The Chief Minister said
that education teaches the
real use of property. Only
an educated person can
spend it in a positive direc-
tion and can also strength-
en the future.

The Chief Minister also
recalled the contribution
of Late Binny Bai Sonkar.
He said that Raipur's
Nagar Mata Binni Bai de-

voted her life's wealth for
the welfare of the society.
This is a great example of
charity. He devoted his en-
tire life's earnings for the
public interest. People of
Sonkar Samah are fortu-
nate as their society has
given such personalities.
On this occasion, the Chief
Minister praised the chari-
ty of Sonkar Samaj.

He said that you people
are basically associated
with agriculture. At this
time, our biggest responsi-

bility is to encourage do-
nation of paddy straws. He
spoke about the Palari
burning issue which caus-
es pollution in Delhi. In
Delhi, there was a great
need of oxygen during the
Corona period because the
lungs of most of the peo-
ple had become weak due
to pollution. CM said that
during his visit to Delhi,
he saw that due to pollu-
tion and fog it was difficult
to see nearby things. We
have to save our air and
save the soil.

The nutrients of the soil
are also destroyed when
the Palari is burnt. The
Chief Minister also an-
nounced Rs 23 lakh for the
building of the society in
Kumhari. Samaj President
Sharda Prasad Sonkar,
civic body President
Rajeshwar Sonkar and
other office bearers of the
Samaj were present.
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Division level Olympic 
Games on December 13 & 14

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 05: Division
level Olympic Games will
be held at Bhilai Vidyalaya
Sector 2 on 13 and 14
December. Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre chaired an impor-
tant meeting regarding
the preparations for the
event on Monday at Hindi
Bhavan. The Divisional
Commissioner said that
about 3500 players would
participate in the division
level Olympic Games.

He instructed the offi-
cials to make sure that all
the players have good
arrangements for living
and eating. Along with
this, mobile medical team
etc should also be de-
ployed.

The Divisional
Commissioner discussed
with the District
Panchayat CEOs of all

the districts as well as the
officials of the Sports and
Education Department
regarding the responsibil-
ities assigned to them.
The officers gave detailed
information about their
preparations.

The Divisional
Commissioner said that
medical arrangements
are very important dur-
ing the games. Since peo-
ple of all age groups will
participate in these
games, an adequate
arrangement of medical

teams is necessary. Mobile
medical teams will be po-
sitioned at the venue.
Along with this, medical
teams would conduct gen-
eral medical tests before
sports like Kabaddi. The
Divisional Commissioner
inquired about the
arrangement of food.

He said that the timing
of the meal should be
fixed in such a way that
all the players can have
their meal without any
problem. Along with this,
he instructed them to

keep adequate arrange-
ments of drinking water
at the sports venue.
Instructions were also
given to make the facility
of mobile toilets etc. The
Divisional Commissioner
said that PTI should also
be kept along with the
players of all the districts.
It needs to be mentioned
here that there will be 14
types of sports in the divi-
sion level Olympics.

The Divisional
Commissioner also re-
viewed the preparations
for organizing the
Division Level Youth
Festival. It will be organ-
ized on 22 and 23
December. The Divisional
Commissioner said that a
small stage should be
made for small programs
and a big stage should be
made for big events. This
will facilitate all the par-
ticipants.

Citizens conduct patrolling to prevent public boozing CCET Journal of Science and
Engineering Education released

Sub Inspector Yuvraj Deshmukh 
died in road accident

Rajbhasha competition cum
workshop organised at TSD

p Free consultation camp
on September 07 

Dr Prashant Agrawal

More than 5000 students benefited so far from
BSP's ‘Prime Minister Trophy Scholarship’

p Disbursed an
amount of more
than 16 crores 



WASTE OUT IN OPEN

The clogged drains are being cleaned in city manually and entire waste has been
dumped on the road, posing problems to passer-by with awful odour.
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Raipur, Dec 05:

PCC Chief Mohan
Markam claimed that with
the polling percentage in
Bhanupratappur by-poll
reaching 64%, it is aptly
clear that Congress candi-
date Savitri Mandavi will
be winning the by-poll
with thumping majority.
Markam  claimed that the
people of Bhanupratappur
have extended support to
last four years of Congress
government works and
public welfare schemes in
the state and have pressed
the party’s button in sup-
port of the same. After
winning the last 2018 VS
polls by 2/3 of record ma-
jority, the faith and confi-
dence of people towards
Congress is increasing
every day .Even in all  the
four by-polls held and in
urban body and Panchayat
polls, Congress has been
blessed with voters bless-
ings. Similarly in the fifth
VS by-poll in
Bhanupratappur, the party
would win with thumping

majority and create a new
record, he added. PCC
Chief Mohan Markam
said that Congress govern-
ment with its development
works and welfare
schemes have infused con-
fidence in the mind of peo-
ple from all sections of the
society. After Congress
government coming to
power, it has worked for all
sections of the society,
then be it the waiving of
agriculture loan to the
farmers or providing MSP
of Rs 2500 per quintal on
paddy or increasing the
honorarium on
Tendupatta leaves collec-
tions from Rs 2500 to Rs
4000 per standard sack; or

re-examination of more
than 4.5 lakh ‘Van Adhikar
Pattas’ and others. Set
aside this, the works done
in the field on Education,
roads, drinking water,
health facilities in Bastar
too has been done by the
Congress government. The
constitutional rights with
the ex-CM Raman Singh
led BJP government had
deprived the tribals in the
state, was restored and
passed as bill in the VS by
the Congress government.
For release of the innocent
tribals imprisoned in the
jail, a committee has been
formed under
Charimanship of Justice
Patnaik to grant justice to
them. The government
handed over land to the
tribals of Lohandiguda
and laid the foundation of
confidence and it has got
strengthened further in
last four years. It is this
confidence which will
form the main basis of
party’s victory in this
Bhanupratappur by-poll,
he added.

Cong to win by-poll with
thumping majority: Markam

Confidence of people over last four year’s work has doubled

Kanker, Dec 05:

The BJP candidate for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Brahmanand Netam has
been taken into arrest just
after completion of the
polling today by the
Jharkhand police. Coming
into action mode right
after the polling, the
Jharkhand police arrested
the BJP candidate Netam
and then later released
him, as the candidate has
obtained stay order on his
arrest from Jharkhand
High Court. After this the
Jharkhand police re-
turned.

It is notable here that
the Jharkhand Police had
earlier issued order and
even conducted raid at his
residence in Charama in
context of his alleged in-
volvement in a rape case
under POCSO Act. But as
per the law, the BJP candi-
date cannot be taken into
arrest till arrest orders are

issued from the Court in
Jharkhand and so all this
continued till the cam-
paigning and on the day of
polling today.

Finally on his arrest
today, the BJP candidate’s
supporter staged protest
and sat on dharna de-
manding his release and
even raised slogans in
protest. Commenting on
this Bramhanand Netam
said that after HC’s order,
it is aptly clear that he is
not having any charges
and it is the truth of the
victory and everything is
as clear and in black &
white. He charged that the
level to which the
Congress party workers
and its leaders can stoop
below in politics, too is vis-
ible to all.

Bramhanand taken into
arrest, later released

 As Netam 

obtained stay

order from J’khand

Court in his favour

Raipur, Dec 05:

Raipur Smart City Ltd
is organizing ‘Anubhav
Yatra’ on 6th December
for senior citizens who
were witness to develop-
ment of the city. As many
as 50 senior citizens asso-
ciated with various or-
ganizations and are liv-
ing in old age homes will
participate in Anubhav
Yatra and give their feed-
back on the Ease of
Living Index-2022. Raipur
Mayor Aijaz Dhebar will
also visit along with sen-
ior citizens to know
everyone’s opinion re-
garding city develop-
ment. The event is being
organized with the sup-

port of Helpage India, an
organization working for
the elderly. The ‘Anubhav
Yatra’ will start from
Choubey Colony at 11 am
on Tuesday and will con-
clude in the evening at
B u d h a t a l a b - S w a m i
Vivekananda Sarovar
with the presentation of
Bapu’s favorite Bhajans.

Under the ‘Ease of
Living Index-2022’ survey
conducted by the
Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs,
Government of India,
this Anubhav Yatra is
being organized to take
the opinion of citizens
and motivate them for
feedback regarding
urban civic services.

Under this, the web link
http://eol2022.org and the
QR code set by the
Government of India is
being issued to encour-
age citizens to give their
opinion about their city.

Under the Anubhav
Yatra, the senior citizens
of the city will first reach
the Anand Samaj Library
which was set up in 1908.
They will witness
Library’s renovation
work carried out by
Raipur Smart City
Limited. Historical books
and bibliographies have
been preserved in this li-
brary.

After leaving from
Anand Samaj Library,
this excursion team of

senior citizens will reach
Chandkhuri, the abode of
Mata Kaushalya. After
visiting the temple, the
team will reach Ram
Mandir located on VIP
Road.

Subsequently the sen-
ior citizens will visit
Telibandha Talab. During
their visit they will get in-
formation about traffic
management, civil secu-
rity and crime control
arrangements from Hi-
tech ITMS system.
‘Anubhav Yatra’ will con-
clude at Budhatalab
premises amid presenta-
tion of Bhajans by local
artistes. Senior citizens
will be honoured on the
occasion.

Ease of Living Index-2022 Survey
Elders to join ‘Anubhav Yatra’, give feedback today

Raipur, Dec 05: 

Director Health
Services Bhim Singh
today conducted surprise
visit to District Hospital
Pandri and took stock of
the health facilities being
provided to the patients.
He inspected all the
wards, operation theatre,
intensive unit room and
interacted with the ad-
mitted patients and in-
quired about their well-
being. He inquired about
the availability of medi-
cines in the hospital and
the medicines being given
to the patients from the
doctors posted in the hos-
pital. The nuances of
Hamar Lab’s operation
were also examined.

Dr PK Gupta, Civil
Surgeon, District
Hospital Pandri told that
the Director Health
Services today reviewed
all the health services in
the District Hospital
Pandri. He expressed sat-
isfaction over the
progress of Hamar Lab

and instructed to in-
crease sample collection
from nearby government
health institutions. He
said that better treatment
should be ensured for
each and every patient
coming to the hospital, as
well as there should be no
compromise with the

quality of the services
being provided.
Providing better health
facilities to the patients is
the first priority of the
department. Director
Health Services had a de-
tailed discussion with
civil surgeons and doc-
tors of the hospital on the
services being provided
in the hospital including
OPD, operation theatre,
blood bank and other fa-
cilities. Civil surgeon Dr.
Gupta further said that
during the inspection, the
Health Director directly
discussed with the pa-
tients about cleanliness
and food arrangements.
He told to send demand
letter for CT scan facility.
Instructions were given
to make Ayushman card
Ayushman card of all the
patients coming to the
hospital.

Health Director visits Raipur District Hospital
 Inspects works

in Hamar Lab

Raipur, Dec 05: The
cricket team of the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur which
includes faculty and staff
has successfully made
their way to the quarter-fi-
nals of the All India Inter
NIT cricket tournament
being held at VNIT
Nagpur from 4 to 7
December 2022. Dr. V. K.
Gaba is the skipper of the
16-member team.

In its opening match,
NIT Raipur defeated NIT
Goa by 4 wickets where Dr.
V. K. Gaba was declared as
Player of the Match. In the
second league game, NIT

Raipur defeated NIT
Jamshedpur by 5 wickets
and secured their place in
the knockouts. Dr. Rajesh
Doriya (Vice-Captain) was
declared the Player of the
Match. The members of
the squad include Dr.
Neeraj Vishwakarma, Dr.
Ajay Vikram Ahirwar, Dr.
Amit Raj Singh, Dr.
Jitendra Kumar Raut, Dr.
Lalit Kumar Sahu, Dr.
Naeem Ahmad, Dr. Dipak
Singh, Suresh Dua, Dilip
Chandra, Vikas Kumar
Sharma, Tameshwar
Sinha, Vivek Kumar
Singh, Umakant Verma,
and Laxman Dhivar. NIT
Raipur will take on MNIT
Jaipur in quarter-final on
06 December 2022.

SPORTS ROUND-UP

NIT Raipur enters
into Quater-Finals 

 Of All India Inter NIT
Cricket Tournament 

RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0055::  

Governor Anusuiya Uikey
met 130 students of residential
schools run across the state for
the children of special back-
ward tribal communities in the
state on Monday at the Raj
Bhavan. On this occasion,
Governor Ms. Uikey interacted
with the children of the tribal
community. She also asked the
students about the status of
their studies in their residential
school.  The students of special
backward tribes of the state -
Abuzhmadia, Baiga, Birhor,
Kamar and Pahari Korwa com-
munity are being taken to
selected places of Raipur
under a two-day educational
tour program. In this series the
students toured  the Raj
Bhavan under the leadership of
the Commissioner of Tribals
and Scheduled Tribes
Department Mrs. Shammi
Abidi. On this occasion Mrs.
Abidi apprised the governor
about the educational tour pro-

gram for the students of spe-
cial backward tribes and the
schemes being run for the stu-
dents. The Governor interacted
with the children and asked
them about their educational
tour experiences.

The Governor also listened
to the grievances of the chil-
dren and directed the authori-
ties concerned to resolve
them. The governor asked the
students to study hard to
achieve their goals and inform
their teachers and higher
authorities if they have any
problems. She also wished all
the students for their bright
future. On this occasion Mrs.
Abidi presented books related
to tribal subjects to the
Governor. Legal Adviser to the
Governor, Rajesh Kumar
Srivastava, Secretary of
Scheduled Castes and Tribes
Welfare Department, DD.
Singh, Deputy Secretary to the
Governor, Deepak Kumar
Agarwal and senior officials of
the department were present.

Governor met students of
Special Backward TribesRaipur, Dec 05: 

Director of the State
Educational Research
and Training Council,
Mr. Rajesh Singh Rana
has said that the useful-
ness of education will be
proved only when we
link it with business. If
we develop different
types of skills in chil-
dren, then when they go
out for education, they
will have employment in
their hands. Mr. Rana
was addressing a two-day
workshop organized on
vocational education at
the State Council of
Educational Research
and Training. In the
workshop, how the con-
tents given in the text-
books of class 9th to 12th
can be related to busi-
ness, identify the subject
wise skills that are to be

developed in the chil-
dren. The workshop was
organised by Mahatma
Gandhi National Council
of Rural Education
Hyderabad Institute and
SCERT to improve the
quality of education. Mr.
Rajesh Singh Rana said
that how the students of
the state can do better
work in life. He explained
the usefulness and im-
portance of vocational
education. Mr. Rana said
that our education
should be such that it can
fulfill the purpose of giv-
ing a better citizen to the
society. The teaching
method should be such
that it is not only subject-
based but also can pro-
vide new employment op-

portunities to the stu-
dents. Referring to the
thoughts of Mahatma
Gandhi, Joint Director of
the State Educational
Research and Training
Council, Nishi Bhambri,
said that our education
should be such that it
connects the students
with head, heart and
hand and they can lead a
respectable life by join-

ing employment. Dr.
Yogita Mandole of
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Education Council,
Hyderabad was also pres-
ent on this occasion. In
the workshop, profes-
sional skills in Hindi,
English, Mathematics
Science, Social Science
subjects were highlight-
ed by the academic mem-
bers of SCERT, so that
while teaching the
teacher subjects, various
skills like writing, speak-
er, acting, sculpture,
wood art, song, dance,
and muscial skills can be
developed and students
can be financially capa-
ble along with profes-
sional skills. Apart from
the subject experts of
SCERT, academic mem-
bers of DIET were also
present in this program.

Skill development will provide employment: Rana
 Two day workshop on

vocational education

Raipur, Dec 05: 

The process of purchas-
ing paddy at support price
from farmers in the state
continues. So far 30 lakh
36 thousand 900 metric
tons of paddy has been
procured from the farm-
ers at the support price, in
return for which more
than Rs 6365 crore have
been paid to 8 lakh 20,852
farmers under the bank
linking arrangement.

There is no problem in
selling the paddy to the
farmers and the entire
system is being closely
monitored. Adequate
quantity of gunny bags is
available in all the acqui-
sition centres.

Due to the system of is-
suing online tokens to the
farmers by the state gov-
ernment this year to buy
paddy at the support

price, the farmers have
started getting conven-
ience. A large number of
farmers have started se-
lecting the date of their
choice to sell paddy
through Token ‘Tunhar
Hath app’. Along with
this, the system of manu-
ally issuing tokens to
farmers by procurement
centers continues as in
previous years. Food
Secretary T.K. Verma said
that this year, 25.92 lakh
farmers have been regis-
tered in the state to sell
paddy at the support
price, including about 2.23
lakh new farmers. 2568
procurement centers have
been set up for paddy pro-
curement in the state.
Common paddy is being

bought at Rs 2040 per
quintal and grade-A
paddy at Rs 2060 per quin-
tal. The system of paddy
procurement in the state
is being closely moni-
tored.

Cargo carriers are
being checked at the
check post to prevent ille-
gal transportation of
paddy from bordering
states. He said that this
year also paddy procure-
ment is being done along
with paddy harvesting
like last year. 24.51 lakh
metric tons of paddy is
raised by D.O. 1,91,317
metric tonnes of paddy
has been procured from
more than 54,565 farmers
in the state on December
5, apart from this, more
than 53,295 metric tonnes
of paddy has been pro-
cured from farmers
through online tokens.

30.37 lakh MT paddy has been purchased at MSP
 About Rs 6365 cr

paid to farmersRaipur, Dec 05: Health
Minister T.S. Singhdeo will
discuss with senior depart-
mental officials and manu-
facturers and suppliers
firms participating in the
tender to resolve the prob-
lems in the supply of medi-
cines and medical equip-
ment in the state.

He will hold a meeting in
a private hotel in Raipur
on December 6 with repre-
sentatives of companies
related to the supply of
medicines and on
December 7 with represen-
tatives of companies relat-
ed to the manufacture and
supply of medical equip-
ment. Meanwhile, to in-
crease the participation of
companies in the tender is-
sued by the Chhattisgarh
Medical Services
Corporation Limited for

the supply of medicines
and medical equipment in
the state, the problems
faced by the suppliers in
the current tender process
and its solutions, the new
technologies available in
the field of medicines and
the future work plans will
be discussed. In a meeting
organised by the
Chhattisgarh Medical
Services Corporation

Limited, the President of
the Corporation Dr. Pritam
Ram, Directors Dr. Vinay
Jaiswal, Dr. K.K. Dhruva
and Nilabh Dubey,
Secretary of Health
Department Mr. Prasanna
R., Director of Health
Services, Mr. Bhim Singh,
Director of National
Health Mission, Mr.
Bhoskar Vilas Sandeepan
and C.G.M.S.C. Managing
Director, Mr. Abhijit Singh
along with senior officers
of the department will also
attend. So far 250 pharma-
ceutical and medical de-
vice manufacturing com-
panies and their represen-
tatives have registered for
the meeting. Even before
the start of the meeting,
companies and firms can
register on-spot from 9:30
am to 11 am.

Singhdeo to discuss about problems faced
with manufacturers and supplier firms 
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Fingeshwar, Dec 05:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel partook
lunch, sitting on the
ground at the house of
farmer Biselal Sahu in
Fingeshwar today as a

part of his statewide
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
The farmer and his family
gave a warm welcome to
Chief Minister upon his
arrival at their house.

Chief Minister Baghel
relished the taste of tradi-

tional Chhattisgarhi food
was served on a brass plat-
ter. The dishes included
Bathua Bhaji, Tivra Bhaji,
Jimikanda, Dal Palak,
Bijouri, Gulgula, and
hand-grinded tomato
chutney. Shri Baghel
asked the family members
about their well-being and
thanked them for the deli-
cious lunch. Food
Minister Amarjeet
Bhagat, Rajim MLA
Amitesh Shukla, and
other public representa-
tives accompanied Chief
Minister for lunch.

CM Baghel partakes lunch
at the house of a farmer 

In Fingeshwar under Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan

 Relishes the 
taste of traditional
Ch’garhi food

Fingeshwar, Dec 05:

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel started
the Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gram with the worship of
Chhattisgarh Mahatari
in Fingeshwar. He said
that Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gramme is being organ-
ized so that the benefits
of the State
Government’s public
welfare schemes can
reach out to the benefici-
aries.

The Chief Minister re-
ceived the information
about the sale of paddy
from farmers during his
conversation with them.
He said that paddy pur-

chase is being done cur-
rently. Our Government
made schemes for the
farmers for the first
time. He also said that
the amount under the 4th
installment of Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Yojana will be given on
31 March. Ration card
holder Santoshi Sahu

from Village Parsada
ward no. 19 said that
they are getting extra 5
kg. of rice on 35 Kg. rice.
They are also getting salt
free of cost and sugar at
Rs. 17. She requested the
Chief Minister to lower
the price of kerosene.

Santoshi also told the
Chief Minister about the

problems faced by
women because of the
expensive price of do-
mestic gas. The Chief
Minister said that the
State Government pro-
vides items like rice,
sugar, and salt; domestic
gas and kerosene are pro-
vided by the Government
of India. Farmer Sant
Ram Sahu, a resident of
Kesrudih, said that he

has a farming land of 8
acres. He said that he
hasn’t been able to re-
ceive the amount due to
double registration
(farming in two villages)
and requested the Chief
Minister for the prompt
resolution of his prob-
lem. The Chief Minister
gave the required in-
structions on this matter
to officers.

Govt made schemes for farmers for the first time:CM
 Holds talks with

farmers and other
beneficiaries 
to check benefit of
govt schemes

Gautans being developed as RIPA: CM

Fingeshwar: President of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
(RYMC) said that formation of the club has given a
boost to the cultural programs. He told that after win-
ning the district level sports competitions, he went to
the divisional level. On this, Chief Minister said that
Gauthans are being developed as Rural Industrial
Parks to provide employment to the youth and Rs 2
crore has been given for setting up flour mills and oil
mills in Gauthans. He said that infrastructure is
being developed in Gauthans for setting up small in-
dustries. All these programs have to be done through
Yuva Mitan Club.

Raipur, Dec 05:

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government has started a
new facility to provide
necessary facilities to the
elderly, differently-abled
and people belonging to
the third gender commu-
nity in case of emergency.
Through this facility start-
ed as per the announce-
ment of the Chief
Minister assistance will be
given for medical aid, pen-
sion and to resolve prob-
lems related to govern-
ment schemes.

Women and Child
Development (W&CD)
Minister Anila Bhediya
and Urban
Administration Minister
Dr Shiv Kumar Dahariya
on Sunday formally inau-
gurated this new facility
being operated by the
Social Welfare
Department.

In a programme organ-
ized on the occasion of
International Day of
Disabled Persons, Women
Child Development and
Social Welfare Minister

Anila Bhediya said that on
the approval of Chief
Minister Shri Baghel, re-
habilitation equipment in-
cluding motorized tricy-
cles will be distributed to
about 10,000 divyangs
every year. Similarly, skill
upgradation training will
be given to 15,000 divyangs
according to their interest
to connect them with em-
ployment. Under this, an
action plan has been
chalked out to provide
skill upgradation training
to 5,000 visually impaired,

hearing, speech and ortho-
pedically impaired people.

It is worth mentioning
that Chief Minister Shri
Bhupesh Baghel an-
nounced to start the facili-
ty of helpline number
155326 and toll-free num-
ber- 1800-233-8989 for the
elderly, differently-abled
and third-gender commu-
nity on State Foundation
Day. This facility was
being operated on an ex-
perimental basis by the
Social Welfare
Department. Now, it has

been duly launched on the
occasion of the
International Day of
Disabled Persons. Mahtari
Express-102, Medical
Helpline 104 and number
112 issued for emergency
services have also been
linked with this new facili-
ty.

Meanwhile, till now
there was no effective sys-
tem in the state to help
such elderly people who
are staying alone and
whose children have
moved outside the state to

work. Keeping this in
view, on October 01, on the
occasion of International
Day of Older Persons,
Chief Minister Shri
Baghel announced to start
‘Sian helpline’ for the eld-
erly in Chhattisgarh from
November 1 i.e. State
Foundation Day. Chief
Minister Shri Baghel has
said that it is our moral re-
sponsibility to take proper
care of the elderly who
give an important contri-
bution to nation-building.
The state government is

committed to provide all
possible help to the elderly.

Social Welfare
Department officials said
that the trial of the new
helpline facility was going
on since November 01.
Everyday senior citizen
and divyangs are getting
information related to
pension and departmental
schemes. Besides, TG com-
munity people are seeking
information about the em-
ployment and benefits
being given to them by the
state government.

Several schemes and
programmes are being
run by the Social Welfare
Department for the wel-
fare and rehabilitation of
senior citizens, Divyangs
and people of the TG com-
munity.

Through the helpline
and toll-free number, along
with getting information
about departmental
schemes, people con-
cerned can avail many
emergency services in-
cluding counselling, com-
plaint, and redressal of
pension payments.

Helpline facility started for the elderly, PwDs and TG community
 As part of implemen-

tation of CMr’s
announcement 

 W&CD and Urban
Admn Minister 
inaugurated the
helpline facility

 Problems related to
government
schemes including
medical aid, pension
will be resolved

KKoonnttaa,,  DDeecc  0066:: After 40 years,
another road has now come out
of the files in Sukma district, the
Naxal stronghold of
Chhattisgarh state. This con-
struction of road from Konta to
Golapalli, about 42 km away
from the last end of
Chhattisgarh state. For the last
14-15 days, about 2,000 jawans
have surrounded the strip where
the road is being built in the
middle. Apart from this, inten-
sive patrolling of the force is
going on in the forests on both
sides.  The jawans are patrolling
round the clock on the road
being constructed. In this way,
14 km of kuccha road has been
built and the work of 28 km is
left. The area through which this
road is passing has been consid-
ered as the undeclared capital
of Naxalites. It is on the border
line of Chhattisgarh and
Telangana states.   The big prob-
lem is that it is about 42 km from
Konta to Golapalli. But for the
people of 30 nearby villages,
this journey is 125 km. Most of
the top Naxal commanders are
active in Golapalli area of
??Konta block. Before starting
the road work, more than 200
landmines were removed from

this kuccha road. And due to the
construction of the road, several
encounters with Naxalites also
took place. In which many sol-
diers were also martyred.
DDuuee  ttoo  NNaaxxaalliittee  aaffffeecctteedd  aarreeaa,,
tteennddeerr  hhaass  ffaaiilleedd  mmaannyy  ttiimmeess

Tenders were issued 16-17
times in the last 40 years to
make this road about 42 km long
from Golapalli. But due to
Naxalite fear, no contractor
could come forward to do this
road construction work and ten-
ders failed. But now three con-
tractors have taken up this
work.  The road will be built at
Rs. 118 crore.  Now 14 km was
given the shape of two-lane by
laying ballast and murum.
AAllll  kkiinnddss  ooff  ffaacciilliittiieess  ooff  tthhee  ggoovvtt--
aaddmmnn  wwiillll  rreeaacchh  tthhee  vviillllaaggeerrss::
SSPP

Sukma SP Sunil Sharma is
also patrolling the Golapalli road
construction work and told that
the more connectivity will
increase in Naxal affected area,
the more development will hap-
pen and people will get all kinds
of facilities. With the construc-
tion of the road, the police,
administration and medical
teams would be able to reach
the villages easily.

Two thousand jawans
patrolled day and night 

Bilaspur, Dec 05: 

Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
was felicitated at Banaras
Hindu University (BHU),
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
Professor Chakrawal was
honored at the BHU
International Commerce
Alumni Meet 2022
(BICAM 2022) and
International Seminar on
Mahamana’s Vision and
National Education
Policy 2020, organized by
the Department of
Commerce of BHU, on
December 03 and 04, 2022.

While presiding over
the inaugural session of
the two-day international
seminar held at
Swatantrata Bhavan,
Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that it is necessary for the

students to have knowl-
edge of all subjects so as
to have useful life lessons.
He emphasized that the
National Education
Policy 2020 encourages
youth for multidiscipli-
nary education which mo-
tivates students to develop
skills, make them more
employable and entrepre-
neurial as well as self-re-
liant. He added that
National Education
Policy 2020 is the first edu-
cation policy which is a
policy prepared with a
base of Indian thought.
With this aim, education
in mother tongue has
been promoted. At the
same time, all Indian lan-
guages are national lan-

guages, there is no place
for any kind of debate re-
garding language.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that we
should continuously study
the National Education
Policy 2020 so that it would
be convenient to imple-
ment its various dimen-
sions. This education poli-
cy talks about solutions
instead of problems.
Leading a cluster of 12
universities, Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya has
taken active and positive
steps towards implement-
ing the Academic Bank of
Credit with the idea of im-
plementing the Education
Policy 2020 in its entirety.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that in the
National Education Policy
2020, character and spiri-
tual development as well
as practical development
have been made the core
focus areas of education
for the all-round develop-
ment of the youth. He said
that keeping in view the
need of the present times,
students should have
knowledge of other sub-
jects along with their sub-
ject so that well-rounded
citizens can be created in
the society. On this occa-
sion, the old students of
BHU’s Department of
Commerce also participat-
ed and presented their
views.

Multidisciplinary education system is
the need of the hour: Prof. Chakrawal

 Prof. Chakrawal 

honored in the

International seminar

organized at BHU

Ramnihal Pandey

RRaaiippuurr:: Ramnihal Pandey,
R/o Brahminpara, breathed
his last here on Monday. The
final rites will be performed
on Dec 6 at Marwari crema-
torium.

OBITUARY

Raipur, Dec 05:

Chhattisgarh Backward
Classes Welfare
Association (CBCWA)
members met with Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
yesterday at his residen-
tial office. They thanked
the Chief Minister for
passing the bill to provide
27 percent reservation to
other backward classes in
the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

On the occasion, the
Chief Minister, Bhupesh
Baghel, stated that the
state’s 27% of reservations
for OBCs will serve as a
model for the rest of the
nation. The choice to re-
serve will have a signifi-
cant impact on how other
backward-class residents
evolve in this area. A sig-
nificant portion of the so-
cially and economically
marginalized population
will have a greater chance
of progressing. The Chief

Minister stated that after
gathering the essential in-
formation pertaining to
residents of other back-
ward classes in the state
by forming the
Quantifiable Data
Commission, we have de-
cided to grant this class a
27 percent reservation.

The development of
other underprivileged
classes is a priority for the
Chhattisgarh government,
said Chief Minister
Baghel. The Chhattisgarh
Backward Classes Welfare
Association’s members in-
formed the chief minister
that the approval of the
Reservation Bill had creat-
ed a wave of joy in the
whole state. The suffering
of the Other Backward
Classes has finally been
understood in this place.

The delegation thanked
the Chief Minister for the
numerous amenities, such
as the hostels that the
State Government has
opened in several loca-
tions for students from
Other Backward Classes.

On this occasion,
Sarvashri Omprakash
Sahu, Leelaram, Devaram,
Baliram Sinha, Bhagwat
Vaishnav, Phoolchand
Dewan, Gangaram
Baghel, Suresh Patel,
Chintaram Sahu, Krishna,
Thakur Ram, Loknath
Rathore, Harichand
Nishad, Ramdutt Kaushik,
Mrs. Dhaneshwari, Mrs.
Padmavati, Mrs. Revati
Vatsal, Mohan
C h a n d r a v a n s h i ,
Bhupendra, Santosh,
Dhanaram Sahu were
present.

National example will be set by 
Ch’garh’s 27% reservation for OBCs: CM
 CBCWA expresses

gratitude to 
the CM for the
reservation bill

Little Chhattisgarhi

singer Aru Sahu met

the Chief Minister

Raipur, Dec 05:

The little
Chhattisgarhi singer,
Ms Aru Sahu, met the
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his
residential office yes-
terday evening. The
singer Aru Sahu told
the Chief Minister that
she was honored with
the “G-Give India Born
to Shine Award” along
with being selected
amongst the top 30
singers in the country.
The Chief Minister
congratulated Aru for
being recognized at the
national level for her
singing talent. He also
encouraged her to ex-
hibit her art more
beautifully in the fu-
ture.

She also told the
Chief Minister that she
had perfor med the
Chhattisgarhi song
“Arpa Pairi Ke Dhaar”
during a musical event
held in Mumbai. On
this occasion, Aru Sahu
also performed the new
song based on Narwa,
Garua, Ghurwa, Badi
Yojana for the Chief
Minister. Mr. Baghel
praised the melodious
voice of Kum. Sahu and
gave best wishes for her
bright future. On this
occasion, the family
members of Aru Sahu
were also present.

Amarkanthak, Dec 05: 

World Soil Health Day
was celebrated on 5
December 2022 by the
Agricultural Science
Center of Indira Gandhi
National Tribal
University, Amarkantak
by training the farmers of
the region. Vice
Chancellor Professor Shri
Prakash Mani Tripathi
and Chief Guest Mrs.
Sheela Tripathi
(Chairman -Mr Sheel
Mandal) were present in
the program. Program

coordinator Dr. Anita
Thakur gave a welcome
speech and farmers were
informed about the Soil
Health Card Scheme and
soil testing.

V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r
Professor Sriprakash
Mani Tripathi, who was
presiding over the pro-
gram, made his statement
from the verses of
Atharvaveda. You said
that the earth is our moth-
er and we all are its chil-
dren, so we should take
care of our mother. Today
is the day that we should

be concerned about the
stream which gives us oth-
ers till the end of life. We
should respect him.
Above the earth, the

farmer is like a god who
takes care of the earth and
this Reva section is God’s
Tapobhoomi, there is God
in every particle here. I

assure that a laboratory
equipped with advanced
and modern techniques
will be built soon in the
Krishi Vigyan Kendra of
the University. Soil health
cards were distributed to
the farmers in the pro-
gram by which the farmer
brothers would maintain
the fertility of the soil by
using fertilizers in a bal-
anced quantity.

Chief Guest Mrs.
Sheela Tripathi said in her
statement that the earth is
like a mother, the way nu-
trients are given to the

body of the mother who
gives birth so that the com-
ing child is healthy. In the
same way, we should put
nutrients in the earth so
that we can get an im-
proved crop.

Sandeep Chauhan ji
conducted the stage and
co-coordinator of the pro-
gram. In the end, vote of
thanks was proposed by
Dr. Anil Kurmi. Farmers
were given technical infor-
mation related to agricul-
ture by Sunil Kumar
Rathore, scientist of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra.

‘Soil testing laboratory will be constructed in IGNTU’
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Korba, Dec 05: we have al-
ways received affection, co-
operation and blessings
from all the people of
Korba, it has been my con-
stant endeavor to live up to
the trust of the citizens,
and fulfill their aspirations
and needs. Revenue
Minister Jaisingh Agrawal
said these during the inau-
guration program of the
community building organ-
ized in Kharmora.

The newly constructed
community building was
inaugurated under the
chairmanship of Guest of
Honor and Mayor
Rajkishore Prasad Korba
MP Jyotsna Charandas

Mahant and Chief Guest
Revenue Minister Jaisingh
Agrawal. On this occasion,
Agrawal further said in his
address that our Korba
should become the most
beautiful city among the

cities of the state, where
there should be no shortage
of civic amenities, rapid de-
velopment work should be
done in this direction.

He said that if our gov-
ernment was not present in

Chhattisgarh, then the es-
tablishment of medical col-
lege in Korba would have
remained a dream. He said
that the Chief Minister of
the state Bhupesh Baghel,
Assembly Speaker Dr.

Charandas Mahant and
Member of Parliament
from Korba Lok Sabha con-
stituency Jyotsna Mahant
are giving full guidance for
the development of Korba.

On this occasion, Mrs.
Jyotsna Charandas
Mahant, MP from Korba
Lok Sabha constituency
said the Government of
Chhattisgarh is continu-
ously working in the inter-
est of the people of all so-
cieties and religions, we
believe that there is no
other duty greater than so-
cial service and human
service, all the society
should be respected. Many
public representatives, cit-
izens and party workers
were present.

Demand for construction of
barrage for irrigation intensifies

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  DDeecc  0055::  In develop-
ment block
Fingeshwar under
Gariaband district,
18 villages of
Jamgaon area are
dependent on
Sukha River for ir-
rigation, as

though the river is submerged in
water; there is enough water still
for irrigation, because there is no
barrage to interconnect the water
flow to the fields. Villagers under
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh Samiti,
have been continuously struggling
for the past several years and with
the arrival of Chief Minister to
Fingeshwar, the struggle has inten-
sified.  On the occasion,
Bhuneshwar Sahu, president of
Sukha river belt Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Samiti, demanded that
this area would continue to suffer
from famine, if a barrage is not
built. Here it needs a mention that
the survey work for the barrage
has been completed and the pro-
posed budget for the construction
of the said barrage has also been

prepared and it was tabled in the
budget of last year 2021-22 but it
was not approved.  The MLA of

Rajim Legislative Assembly and the
first Panchayat Minister Mr.
Amitesh Shukla has also requested

to convey the voice of the public to
the Chief Minister for the fulfill-
ment of the above demand.

Sukma bags first place in Delta ranking 

Central Chronicle News

SSuukkmmaa,,  DDeecc  0055::  In the delta
ranking of aspirational districts
released by NITI Aayog in the
month of October, Sukma dis-
trict has secured the first posi-
tion in the country in the field of
health and nutrition. 

Due to the efforts being
made by the administration and
the health department, there
has definitely been an improve-
ment in health and nutritional
standards in the district and an
increase of 4 percent has been
registered in the ANC registra-
tion of pregnant women in the
district.  There has been also an

increase of 4 percent in institu-
tional deliveries in the district,
in the present situation 90 per-
cent institutional deliveries are
being done. 

Similarly, in providing nutri-
tious food to pregnant and lac-
tating women in Anganwadis
under Women and Child
Development Department the
rate of the district is 99.14 per-
cent. There has been a seven
percent increase in the detec-
tion of TB patients in the dis-
trict, while there has been a 12
percent increase in the success-
ful treatment of TB patients. 

An increase of 4 percent has
been registered in the ANC reg-
istration of pregnant women in
the district. There has been an
increase of 4 percent in institu-
tional deliveries in the district, in

the present situation 90 percent
institutional deliveries are being
done. Similarly, the rate of the
district is 99.14 percent in pro-
viding nutritious food to preg-
nant and lactating women in
Anganwadis under Women and
Child Development Department. 

There has been a seven per-
cent increase in the detection
of TB patients in the district,

while there has been a 12 per-
cent increase in the successful
treatment of TB patients.
Getting the third position in the
overall rank of the month of
October, the district adminis-
tration has done better work in
the field of health, nutrition, ed-
ucation, agriculture, develop-
ment of basic facilities, skill de-
velopment, water resources in
the district. 

As a result of which Sukma
district got third place in the
overall rank for the month of
October on the basis of data re-
leased by NITI Aayog. This
shows that the district is per-
forming better in health, nutri-
tion, education as well as in
other areas and the people of
the district are getting benefit-
ed from it.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Dec 05: On the oc-
casion of International
Day of Persons with
Disabilities on December
3, International Day of
Persons with Disabilities
celebration 2022 was or-
ganized by the Social
Welfare Department
under the chairmanship
of Urban Administration
and Development Minister
Dr. Shiv Kumar Daharia,
and Social Welfare
Minister Anila Bhendia at
Jora Ground in the capital
Raipur.

In the ceremony, the
guests gave state level
awards to Divyangjans in 8
different categories for ex-
cellent work and 20
Divyangjans were provid-
ed state-of-the-art artificial
bionic hands, artificial
legs free of cost. Durg dis-
trict was awarded the
State Level Award 2022 in
the best district category
for its excellent work for

the welfare of the dis-
abled.

Durg Collector
Pushpendra Meena re-
ceived shield, certificate
and citation in the ceremo-
ny. On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Smt. Ambika Singhdev,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission Gyanesh
Sharma, Raipur Mayor
Ejaz Dhebar, District
Panchayat President Smt.
Domeshwari Verma,
Social Welfare
Department Secretary
Bhuvnesh Yadav, Director
Ramesh Kumar Verma,
departmental officers and
employees including dis-
abled people and their rel-

atives were present.
Addresing the ceremo-

ny, Urban Administration
Minister Dr. Daharia said
that we need to look into
ways to deal with the chal-
lenges of disability and
what should be the contri-
bution of the disabled to
the society and the society
to the disabled and greatly
empowerment of Divyang
is being encouraged by the
state government.

Social Welfare Minister
Mrs Bhendia while con-
gratulating International
Disabled Day said that in
Chhattisgarh, 7 percent
reservation has been given
in jobs for the disabled and
along with this, a large
number of Divyangs have

also been placed in jobs in
the state, which has also
been appreciated by the
Centre.

Gita Jayanti celebrated 
in Ram Janaki temple

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, Dec 05: Gita
Jayanti was celebrated
with devotion here on
Ekadashi of Shukla
Paksha of the month of
Agahan in village
Birkoni Ram Janaki
temple. Devotees wor-
shiped the Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita with fra-
grant flowers and recit-
ed the Gita and worship-
ing the Gita and Lord
Vishnu.

A c h a r y a
L a k s h m i n a r a y a n
Vaishnav told in transla-
tion that reading and lis-
tening to Bhagavad Gita is
considered very auspi-
cious on this day and The

Bhagavad Gita is divided
into 18 chapters in which

Jnana Yoga, Karma Yoga
and Bhakti Yoga are dis-
cussed.

It preached Karmayoga
in the first 6 chapters, fol-

lowed by Gyan Yoga in
6 chapters and Bhakti
Yoga in the last 6 chap-
ters. The emergence of
knowledge can liberate
man from all darkness,
for as long as man is en-
slaved to the senses,
beset by material at-
tractions, and free from
fear, attachment, hatred
and anger, he said.

Preeti Chandrakar,
Ruchi Sahu, Monika
Chandrakar, Jaya
Pandey, Charu Yadav,
Ishika Chandrakar,
Sima Vaishnav recited

the Gita lesson. Many vil-
lagers and devotees were
present on the occasion.

CM urges farmers to donate
stubble for Gauseva

Central Chronicle News

Chhura, Dec 05: The Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel gave
information on schemes
run by the State

Government including im-
portant ones like Kissan
Rin Maafi Yojana, Dhaan
Kharidi Yojana (being done
at the highest rate in the na-
tion), Godhan Nyay Yojana,
Suraji Gaon Yojana, Narwa
Garuwa Ghurwa Badi
Yojana, Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Abhiyan, Rajiv

Gandhi Yuva Mitan Yojana.
He said that he launched
the Karz Maafi Yojana for
the welfare of farmers right
after the formation of their
Government, thus fulfilling
his promise. He started a di-
rect conversation with the
common people while tak-
ing feedback.

CM distributes goods and cheques 
of financial aid to the beneficiaries 

Central Chronicle News

Chhura, Dec 05: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
today distributed goods
and cheques of financial
aids to the beneficiaries
under various depart-
mental schemes in the
Bhent-Mulaqat program
organized at Chhura, the
development block head-
quarters of Rajim assem-
bly constituency.

In the programme, fish
nets, ice boxes and growth
promoters were provided
to 16 beneficiaries of the
Fisheries Department.
Similarly, knapsack
sprayers were provided to
5 beneficiaries by the
Agriculture Department,
bicycles were provided to
20 girl students of Swami
Atmanand School Chhura
under Free Saraswati
Bicycle Scheme by the

Education Department.
Tricycle was provided

to 1 beneficiary whereas
two beneficiaries were
given electronic cycle, 2
beneficiaries were provid-
ed wheelchairs and hear-

ing aids were given to 10
beneficiaries under the
Welfare Department.

Chief Minister Baghel
gave cheques of Rs. 80
thousand each to 5 women
self-help groups under

Women and Child
D e v e l o p m e n t
Department, and a cheque
of Rs. 1 lakh to one benefi-
ciary under Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department.
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p Of health and 
nutrition

p In 'Bhent-Mulaquat
in village Chhura

In the Bhent-Mulaqat program organized at Chhura in Gariaband district

Announcements made
by CM in Chhura

# Chhura will be
made a subdivision

# Lighting arrange-
ments to be made in
the stadium located
in Chura

# Construction of
Hindi Medium
Swami Atmanand
School building in
Chura announced

# ITI building will be
built in Chhura

# Announcement to
make village
Panduka a sub-
tehsil

# Sargabundia pond
will be beautified

# Construction of
33/11 KV sub-station
in village Rowan of
Chhura

Co-op and blessings from all the 
people of the society: Agrawal

Empowerment of Disabled being 
encouraged in CG: Dr. Daharia 

Diasbled and 
organizations 

honoured
Kamlesh Kumar Sahu of

Janjgir-Champa district,
Rajkumar Verma of Bilaspur dis-
trict in hearing impaired catego-
ry, Ramkumar Sonkar of
Bemetara district in orthopedi-
cally impaired category were
awarded for the best disabled
employee. For the best voluntary
organization, Fortune Foundation
Pretendih of Mahasamund dis-
trict in the visually impaired cate-
gory, Pragya Karna Deaf School
and Hostel of Raipur district for
the hearing impaired category,
Greenbook Education and
Environment Welfare Society of
Kanker district for the orthopedi-
cally impaired category and
Cerebral Palsy / Multiple Ankur
Sanstha of Korba district was
awarded the State Level Award
for Divyangjan in the category of
Handicapped Home.
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VACCINATION DRIVE

A healthcare worker administers a vaccine to a child following a measles outbreak, at
a temporary vaccination camp in Mumbai, Monday.

TRIBUTE TO SHEIKH ABDULLAH

J&K National Conference President Farooq Abdullah and Vice President Omar
Abdullah being garlanded during a function after paying tribute to party founder
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on his 117th birth anniversary, in Srinagar, Monday. 

BRIEF

Booked 
 Noida: A doctor of a

government-run hospi-

tal in Greater Noida has

been booked by the po-

lice for allegedly sexual-

ly harassing a 24-year-

old woman lab techni-

cian, officials said on

Monday. The doctor has

been booked under the

Indian Penal Code sec-

tion 354 (A) for sexual

harassment by physical

contact or advances 

involving unwelcome

and explicit sexual

overtures, a police 

official said.

Mishap
 Coimbatore:Three

persons were killed
and another injured
when a container
lorry collided head-on
with the car they were
travelling in near
Kangeyam in nearby
Tirupur district early
on Monday, police
said. According to po-
lice, the lorry driver
lost control of the ve-
hicle and rammed into
the car coming in the
opposite direction.
The car was heading
towards Chennimalai
from Kangeyam with
four passengers.

Campaign
 Indore: The civic body

of Madhya Pradesh’s
Indore, which has been
ranked the country’s
cleanest city for the
past six years in the
Centre’s Swachh
Survekshan initiative,
on Monday launched
its ‘No Thu Thu’ cam-
paign to curb spitting
in public.

Injured 
 Phagwara: Four pas-

sengers were injured
after a bus overturned
near the Jalandhar-
Chandigarh bypass in
Mehtan village here
on Monday, police
said. The incident oc-
curred when the driv-
er of the bus, going
from Amritsar to
Chandigarh, tried to
save a stray cattle that
came in front of the
vehicle, they said.

Vandalised, 
 Kolkata: The state-run

SSKM Hospital in
Kolkata was van-
dalised and a few jun-
ior doctors were beaten
up allegedly by the fam-
ily of a man who died
while undergoing treat-
ment, police said on
Monday. Mohammed
Irfan, a resident of
Chuchura in Hooghly
district, was admitted
to the mult-speciality
hospital’s trauma care
centre on Sunday
evening with severe in-
juries, they said.

Dismiss
 Kochi: The Kerala

High Court on
Monday dismissed a
petition seeking NIA
probe into the recent
Vizhinjam violence in
which over 3,000 anti-
seaport protesters
vandalised the police
station there injuring
over 40 police 
personnel.

Expelled AIADMK leader
V.K. Sasikala pays tribute to

former Tamil Nadu chief
minister J. Jayalalithaa on

her death anniversary, 
at her memorial in 
Chennai, Monday.

Tirupati, Dec 05 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Monday ex-
horted students to visit
villages and study how
various government
schemes were being im-
plemented and under-
stand its impact.

Murmu interacted with
students and faculty mem-
bers of Sri Padmavati
Mahila Viswavidyalayam
here before winding up
her two-day trip to
Andhra Pradesh.

“Go to villages, spend
two-three days there. Get a
feel of how people live, in-
teract with children, men
and women. Find out if
the various schemes of
the government are reach-
ing them or not,” the
President told the stu-
dents.

When students go the
villages, they would get to
know what schemes the
people of the country re-
quire, she pointed out. “...
You may become IAS, IFS
officers, engineers and
others and make policies,”
Murmu added. “I told the

Vice-Chancellor to let the
university NSS adopt
some backward villages
and stay there for 2-3 days.
Find out what are the re-
quirements, what needs to
be improved,” she said.

The President asked the
students to study what
schemes were available
for women and children,
whether or not they were
good and what need im-
provement. “Find out and

give a report to the district
Collector. Bachche mann
ke sachche hote hain (chil-
dren are good at heart).
The Collector will defi-
nitely listen to you,” she
added.

Murmu observed that
the country was growing
and making a name in the
world. The Prime
Minister has been imple-
menting many schemes
for women.

“Half the population (51
per cent) is women. I am
very happy that good is
being done to women,”
she remarked.

She asked the students
to study well and march
ahead. “But take a look
back to see how many peo-
ple are behind you and
why. Find the answer to
that ‘why’ and try to take
them along,” she added.

The President noted
that India was a land of
“infinite cultures” which
did not even find place in
our books. “Our country
is so rich in culture and
tradition...every 10-km
you have a different cul-
ture,” she pointed out.

PREZ TO STUDENTS

‘Tour villages and 
study govt schemes’

President Droupadi Murmu feeds a banana to a calf during
her visit to Sapthagiri Go Pradakshina Mandiram, in
Tirumala, Monday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0055  ((PPTTII)):: The
CPI has asked the Centre to
abolish the governor’s office,
alleging that it had become a
“camp office” of the BJP. The
CPI has called on the democrat-
ic forces to rally together to
defend the federal structure of
the country. The party alerted
the nation about the move of
the RSS-controlled government
to undermine the constitutional

foundations,” the party said.
“The office of the governor is
being misused for this purpose,
guided by the RSS ideology of
centralisation. In states like
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
etc the Raj Bhavans are made
to act as camp offices of the
BJP. “In this background the
CPI believes that the time has
come to demand the abolition
of the office of the governor.

On this issue the NEC (National
Executive Committee) of the
CPI calls up on the Party units
all over the country to observe
December 29th as ‘Defend
Federalism Day’; the state
councils would plan various
campaigns on that day,” it said.
The CPI’s National Executive
met on December 3 and 4 at the
party headquarters in New
Delhi.

Abolition of governor’s office: CPI

Indore, Dec 05:

TeethFast is an indige-
nous startup engaged in
the business of providing
manufacturing support
for Dental crowns,
Aligners and Metal frames
to dental laboratories
across the country and
abroad. The founder of
TeethFast, with years of
experience in supplying
dental healthcare believe
that dental healthcare in
the years to come will
hugely benefit by special-
ized technology driven fa-
cilities. We believe that
this can revolutionize the
manner of delivering den-
tal solutions to customers.
Holistic benefits to Dental
Labs and Dentists,
Complete Patient satisfac-
tion and years of warran-

ty on several oral appli-
ances like crowns, bridges,
implant-supporting the
tooth will play a key role
in this sector, in the com-
ing years. These products
that TeethFast desires to
manufacture for dental
laboratories and dental
clinics will be delivered
much faster than those in
the current system and at
a lower price than the cur-
rent incurred cost. In (Sep
2022) TeethFast has raised

seed funding of USD 0.65
Million (5.2 Crores) from
High Net-Worth individu-
als based in India and
Abroad. Established 5
months back, TeethFast
has been growing aggres-
sively in the city and has
become one of the best
Dental Lab in MP. The
Company is founded and
led by an extremely expe-
rienced professional Dr.
Avi Ramavat, with 17+
years of experience in de-

livering High-tech Quality
Services in the field of
Dental Implantology.
TeethFast Dental Lab is
one of the first incorpora-
tors of Clinical Digital
Dentistry.

Due to the rise in global
aging population and
growing awareness of fa-
cial and dental aesthetics,
the Dental Laboratory
market is expected to grow
from the current USD 29
billion to nearly USD 64
billion by 2030. It depicts a
growth of CAGR 9.3% per
annum based on
Conservative assumption.

TeethFast will save a lot
of time that currently
Doctors spend in making
adjustments in the pa-
tient’s mouth and ulti-
mately, the patient and
Doctor suffer.

TeethFast to take digital dentistry to millions

Kochi, Dec 05 (PTI):

Senior Congress leader
a n d
Thiruvananthapuram MP
Shashi Tharoor on
Monday urged the anti-
seaport protesters at
Vizhinjam not to insist on
halting the project but
said their agitation was
justified, and expressed
hope that it will be re-
solved soon.

Addressing the media
here after his meeting
with the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-
Malabar Catholic Church
Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry, the Lok Sabha
member said it was wrong
to call the protesting fish-
ermen ‘anti-national’.

Tharoor was referring
to the statement of Kerala
Fisheries Minister V

Abdurahiman that the at-
tempts to obstruct the

Vizihinjam seaport con-
struction would be viewed

as an ‘anti-national’ activi-
ty. Meanwhile,
Alencherry, who also
spoke to the reporters,
said the Vizhinjam issue
will be discussed in the
Kerala Catholic Bishops’
Council meeting.

The Cardinal urged the
protesters and the govern-
ment to come together and
resolve the issue.

Both Tharoor and
Alencherry said that their
meeting was not to dis-
cuss any one particular
issue but talked about var-
ious matters in the state.

When asked about the
Vizhinjam seaport dead-
lock, Tharoor said he dis-
cusses the matter on a
daily basis with Cardinal
Baselios Cleemis, the
major archbishop of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic
Church.

‘Hope deadlock over Vizhinjam seaport ends soon’

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor meets Major Archbishop of
Syro-Malabar Church Cardinal Mar George Alencheri at
the church headquarters, Mount St. Thomas, in Kochi,
Monday.

Srinagar, Dec 05 (PTI):

National Conference
chief Farooq Abdullah on
Monday said boycotting
the panchayat polls in 2018
was “a huge mistake” and
the party must contest
every future election in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Abdullah also warned
the government and the
security forces not to in-
terfere in any election
process.

“I want to tell the party
that boycotting the pan-
chayat elections (in 2018)
was a huge mistake.
Remember this, we will
not boycott any coming
election. Instead (we will)
contest and win them,”
Abdullah said while ad-
dressing the party’s dele-
gate session where he was
re-elected unopposed as

National Conference (NC)
president. Referring to his
son Omar Abdullah’s an-
nouncement that he would
not contest elections as
long as Jammu and
Kashmir remained a
Union Territory, the sen-

ior Abdullah said, “As
party president, I am
telling you (Omar
Abdullah) that you have to
contest the election.”

“Because if we have to
fight them, then we all
have to jump into the fray

and contest elections,” he
added. The former Union
minister said the BJP
“will do anything, even
make attempts to buy your
loyalties, but God will fail
all their designs”.

Abdullah also warned
the security forces and the
government not to inter-
fere in the elections in
Jammu and Kashmir and
said “let people decide
whom to vote for”.

“Otherwise there will be
such a storm, which you
will not be able to control,”
he said.

Abdullah also threat-
ened to launch an agita-
tion in case such a thing
occurred.

“We will be ready to sac-
rifice our lives. Farooq
Abdullah will be the first
to start an agitation over
it,” he said.

‘Boycotting 2018 panchayat polls a huge mistake’

J&K National Conference President Farooq Abdullah
addresses party workers during a function after paying
tribute to party founder Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah on
his 117th birth anniversary, in Srinagar, Monday.

Lucknow, Dec 05 (PTI):

The Mainpuri parlia-
mentary constituency,
which has been the
Samajwadi Party’s strong-
hold for over two-and-half
decades, interestingly
also bears testimony to a
candidate securing zero
votes.

In other words, the can-
didate — Shanker Lal,
who contested an inde-
pendent candidate in the
1957 general elections —
did not even get his own
vote as it was deemed in-
valid.

According to the
Election Commission of
India records, six candi-
dates were in the fray, the
other being Bansi Das
Dhangar of the Praja

Socialist Party, Badshah
(Congress), Jagdish Singh
(All India Bhartiya Jan
Sangh) and independent
candidates Mani Ram and
Puttoo Singh.

Bansi Das Dhangar of
the PSP emerged winner,
bagging 59,902 votes (30.45
per cent) out of the
1,96,750 votes polled, while
Badshah of the Congress
was the runner-up with
56,072 votes (28.50 per
cent).

Jagdish Singh of the All
India Bhartiya Jan Sangh
polled 46,627 votes (23.70
per cent).

Independent candidates
Mani Ram and Puttoo
Singh got 17,972 (9.13 per
cent) and 16,177 (8.22 per
cent) votes, respectively.
Shanker Lal who finished

at the last spot, got zero
votes. According to the
ECI, in all, there were
over 3.93 lakh voters
(3,93,180), of whom a little
over 50 per cent voted ex-
ercised their right.

The current bypoll was
necessitated due to the
death of Mulayam Singh
Yadav in October.

His elder daughter-in-
law and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav’s wife
Dimple Yadav has been
fielded from the seat.

The counting of votes
will take place on
December 8.

The Mainpuri parlia-
mentary constituency has
five assembly segments of
Mainpuri, Bhogaon,
Kishni, Karhal and
Jaswant Nagar.

Mainpuri LS Seat

In 1957 elections, candidate got zero votes

Stone pelting on

India-Nepal border
Pithoragarh (Uttarakhand),
Dec 05 (PTI): Traders here
on Monday blocked a bor-
der bridge with Nepal for
two hours to protest against
stone pelting from the
neighbouring country on
workers building a wall
along the Kali river on the
Indian side, an official said.
One of the workers was in-
jured on Sunday as local
people hurled stones from
the other side of the river
which falls in Nepal,
Dharchula SDM Divesh
Shasni said on Monday.

He said as the authorities
in Darchula in the neigh-
bouring country resorted to
lathicharge to disperse the
mob hurling stones at the
construction workers, an
Indian trader, who was
there on some personal
work, was injured.

Bhubaneswar, Dec 05
(PTI): Archana Nag, the
prime accused in the high
profile blackmailing case
in Odisha, was produced
before the District and
Session Court here on
Monday. The 26-year-old
woman from Kalahandi
district was arrested on
October 6 and sent to jail
on the charge of black-
mailing rich and influen-
tial persons along with
running a sex racket. A po-
lice team brought Archana
Nag from the Jharpada jail
here under tight security
and produced her in the
court . Earlier, the court
had turned down her bail
petition in the case per-
taining to an FIR filed at

Nayapally police station by
film producer, Akshya
Parija. The woman had al-
legedly demanded Rs 3
crore from the Odia film
producer by threatening to
release his intimate pic-
tures and videos. She is
seeking bail in the case,
her lawyer Debashis
Mohapatra said. Archana
Nag’s husband
Jagabandhu Chand, a co-
accused in the case, was
also arrested while the
couple’s associate
Khageswar Patra was ar-
rested by Enforcement
Directorate (ED) after the
central agency started in-
vestigating the money
laundering angle of the
case.

Archana Nag, 
accused in blackmailing
case, produced in court
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Stockholm, Dec 05 (AP):

Global arms sales in-
creased by nearly 2% in
2021, the seventh consecu-
tive year of increases, an
international arms sales
watchdog noted Monday.

It added that the war in
Ukraine had increased de-
mand for weapons this
year, but the conflict may
also lead to a supply chal-
lenge, not least because
Russia is a major supplier
of raw materials used in
arms production.

That could hamper ef-
forts in the United States
and Europe to strengthen
their armed forces and re-
plenish their stockpiles
after sending billions of
dollars’ worth of ammuni-
tion and other equipment
to Ukraine, the Stockholm
International Peace
Research Institute, or

SIPRI, said. “Increasing
output takes time” said
Diego Lopes da Silva, a
senior researcher with
SIPRI, adding that if the
supply chain disruptions
continue, “it may take sev-
eral years for some of the
main arms producers to
meet the new demand cre-
ated by the Ukraine war.”

SIPRI noted that some
reports indicate that
Russian companies are in-
creasing production be-
cause of the war but have
had difficulty accessing
semiconductors and are
also being impacted by
war-related sanctions.

It gave the example of a
company that said that it
has not been able to re-
ceive payments for some of
its arms export deliveries.

Arms sales in 2021
reached 592 billion and
was up 1.9% which was

higher than the previous
period but still below the
average for the four years
leading up to the COVID-19
pandemic. In its report
published Monday, SIPRI
said that “many parts of
the arms industry were
still affected by pandemic-
related disruptions in
global supply chains in
2021, which included de-
lays in global shipping and
shortages of vital compo-
nents.” We might have ex-
pected even greater
growth in arms sales in
2021 without persistent
supply chain issues,’ said
Dr Lucie B raud-Sudreau,
head of the SIPRI Military
Expenditure and Arms
Production Programme.

She singled out compa-
nies, such as Airbus and
General Dynamics, which
also reported labour short-
ages.

Ukraine war ups arms sales
but challenges lie ahead

Singapore Dec 05 (PTI):

RJD president Lalu
Prasad on Monday under-
went a successful kidney
transplant surgery in
Singapore, his son and
Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Tejashwi Yadav
said. Yadav, who has been
by his ailing father’s side
for the past few days, ex-
pressed delight that both
Prasad and Rohini
Acharya, his elder sister
who has donated one of
her kidneys to the 74-year-
old, were fine after the
surgery.

“After a successful kid-
ney transplant operation,
Papa has been shifted
from the operation the-
atre to the ICU. Donor
elder sister Rohini
Acharya and our national
president are fine.
Gratitudes to all those
who prayed for them and
wished them well,” he
tweeted, sharing a video
of his father at the hospi-
tal.

Serving sentences in a
number of fodder scam
cases, Prasad, a former
chief minister of Bihar, is
out on bail granted by the
court on medical grounds.

Prayer congregations
were held in several parts
of the state for the leg-
endary leader as also his

daughter, who has won ac-
colades for her brave deci-
sion. From ‘havan’ to
‘Mahamrityunjay jaap’,
temples in Patna and else-
where witnessed obser-
vances of all kinds for the
well-being of the socialist
leader who has been
known for his own reli-
giosity.

At a popular Sufi shrine
right across the road from
Patna High Court, RJD
supporters led by MLC
Qari Sohaib offered
prayers for the leader who
is often eulogised for his
unwavering commitment
to secularism.

“May our national pres-
ident live long and may
every parent be blessed
with a daughter like
Rohini,” said state RJD

president Jagadanand
Singh at the party head-
quarters in Patna, where
workers erupted in joy
upon hearing that the
supremo was in good
shape.

In her early 40s and
married to a Singapore-
based software profes-
sional, Rohini has been
winning accolades for her
dedication towards her fa-
ther and the composure
she has shown in the face
of her potentially risky
decision.

“Ready to rock and roll.
Wish me good luck,” she
had tweeted with charac-
teristic chirpiness before
going under the knife,
sharing pictures of her-
self and her father at the
hospital.

‘Lalu’s kidney transplant
surgery successful’

RJD MP and daughter of former union minister Lalu Prasad
Yadav, visits him after his kidney transplantation surgery,
at a hospital in Singapore. 

Amul to provide technical support to enhance milk production
CCoolloommbboo,,  DDeecc  0055  ((PPTTII)):: India will provide technical support to Sri Lanka to enhance its dairy industry and milk output, a move aimed at reducing the cash-strapped coun-
try’s dependence on imported milk products, the Sri Lankan President’s Office said on Monday. Officials of the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and the Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), which markets milk under the Amul brand, have taken steps to provide necessary technical support for the production of
milk in Sri Lanka, the President’s Media Division said in a statement. A preliminary discussion was held on the issue at the Presidential Secretariat on Monday, it said. Sri
Lankan President Ranil Wickremesinghe has also appointed a panel consisting of representatives from the public and private sectors to work with the multi-disciplinary
team of the NDDB to prepare a short, medium and long-term plan to increase local milk production to reduce the country’s dependence on imported milk powder, it said.

Oxford Word of the

Year is self-indulgent

‘goblin mode’

LLoonnddoonn,,  DDeecc  0055  ((PPTTII)):: Goblin

mode, or a type of behaviour

which is unapologetically self-

indulgent, lazy, slovenly, or

greedy, typically in a way that

rejects social norms or expecta-

tions, has been chosen as the

Oxford Word of the Year after a

public vote on Monday. The slang

phrase was one of three shortlist-

ed words put to a vote for the first

time, with the others being meta-

verse or a virtual reality environ-

ment and #IStandWith used on

social media to depict solidarity

with a cause. Goblin mode won

the online vote by a landslide,

with 318,956 votes and 93 per

cent of the total. “I think that

Goblin Mode really does speak to

the times and the zeitgeist, and it

is certainly a 2022 expression,”

said Ben Zimmer, American lin-

guist and language columnist and

one of the panelists who chose

the finalists. “People are looking

at social norms in new ways. It

gives people the license to ditch

social norms and embrace new

ones,” he said. Oxford University

Press (OUP) the publishers of the

Oxford English Dictionary’ said all

three words experienced substan-

tial spikes in usage and capture

significant concerns, concepts,

and states that we’ve faced this

year. “I think as well as reflecting

the extent to which our experi-

ence of the world and communi-

cation is mediated increasingly by

social media and the internet, it

also perhaps represents ongoing

questions about ownership and

regulation on new technologies

especially those means by which

we communicate,” Jonathan

Dent, Senior Editor, Oxford

English Dictionary, OUP.
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National character
The long-awaited soccer

World Cup is on in Qatar. Most
of the soccer-crazy fans have
assembled in Qatar to cheer
their respective nation which is
no doubt a very spectacular
sight for TV viewers. Yours truly
also being a soccer-crazy fan is
no exception. Accordingly, on
one fine evening, I witnessed
the match between Germany,
the power house in world soc-
cer, and a former winner of the
World Cup and Japan, an Asian
power house. In one of the
major upsets, Japan beat
Germany. During the entire 90
minutes, the supporters of both
teams cheered their team and
after the match was over the
supporters of both teams dis-
persed and left the stadium.
The only notable difference be-
tween the supporters of both
teams is that the supporters of
Japan left the stadium after en-
tirely cleaning the stand of the
stadium from where they were
cheering their team. Some na-
tional characters indeed which
we should emulate as we are
lacking in this regard badly. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  
bbyy  mmaaiill

America’s real face
US has always stood by

Pakistan, ignoring its heinous
crimes of terrorism and geno-
cide during the liberation of
East Pakistan (Bangladesh).
Pakistan has been fuelling ter-
ror activities in J&K, carried out
the Mumbai attack, Kargil in-
cursion, etc. All this has been
going on with the tacit support
of the US. There is no consisten-
cy in America’s policy on
Pakistan. It has resumed finan-
cial aid to Pakistan, which is
now off the FATF grey list. At
the same time, even insignifi-
cant rights violations in India
are blown out of proportion.
Modi was denied visa by the US,
but no Pakistani leader, howso-
ever ruthless he may have
been, was meted out such
treatment. India should see
through the real face of
America and not fall into its trap
of occasional pro-India state-
ments.

RRoosshhaann  LLaall  GGooeell,,  LLaaddwwaa

A difficult Task
Maha Upanishad mantra

'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' con-
sists of three Sanskrit words
'vasudha' (the earth), 'iva' (is)
and 'kutumbakam' (family)
which means the whole world is
one single family. But what the
mantra really means now has
become totally confusing. As a
matter of fact, this can well be
asked in a multiple choice ques-
tion in the present day context.
The choice 'A' of the multiple
answers could be its original
meaning. Then 'NRC' and 'CAA'
should come as the choice 'B'
and 'C' respectively whereas
'Rohingya policy' must be the
choice 'D'. It would be highly
difficult to tick 'A' as the right
answer because 'B', 'C' and 'D'
have all been followed while
speaking and highlighting 'A' in
the same breath.

SSuujjiitt  DDee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Artists dressed as Hindu mythological characters during the celebration of 'Kannada Hanuman Jayanti', in Bengaluru, Monday.

KANNADA HANUMAN JAYANTI

T he COVID-19 pandemic alerted us to the challenges and gaps in the
state of global public health. The shock induced by the pandemic was

greatly felt in national and international markets alike. We have, since then,
recovered to a great extent, owing to the tireless and cooperative efforts of
the scientific community, health workers, policymakers, conscious citizenry.
However, the recovery has been hindered by certain developments around
the world, such as the high rate of inflation and the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
There has also been an increase in labour market inequalities due to the dis-
proportionate impact on certain groups of workers and firms, contributing to
a growing divergence between developed and developing economies. At the
same time, the coordinated efforts by governments and civil society have
acted as a bridge for equitable distribution of resources. For instance, a tar-
geted focus on social protection, especially during the lockdown period,
helped people persevere through this trying time. This was also true for
workers who either lost their jobs or suffered pay-cuts. It was this very har-
mony between government and civil society that was helpful not only in miti-
gation in times of crisis, but also engineered policy actions that were suc-
cessful in providing long-term relief. However, there is still a lot more we can
do. India’s G20 Presidency presents an opportunity to take stock of the situa-
tion, assess the intensity of these challenges, and renew our commitments at
both the national and international level. As per the latest figures, in spite of
a robust recovery, the number of hours worked, globally, continues to be 1.5
per cent below pre-covid levels. This is equivalent to a deficit of almost 40
million full-time jobs. Additionally, there are growing divergences within the
international labour market as well. For instance, “High Skilled, High Paying”
occupations have experienced a stronger recovery in comparison to the “Low
and Medium Skilled” jobs like service providers and sales workers. These de-
velopments directly contribute to the growing disparity between groups,
with poor and disadvantaged sections getting poorer and further marginal-
ized. The pandemic also weighed heavily on the care (work) economy, the
burden of which falls disproportionately on women. Identifying these issues
is a critical step, and will allow us to strategically deliberate over structural
and systemic solutions that act as catalysts for an accelerated and inclusive
recovery. In this context, the need of the hour lies in coming up with action-
oriented goals – an opportunity that G20 provides to all stakeholders. G20 is
meeting at a highly opportune time to create consensus and work in concert
on issues that are not only intrinsic to achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, but also for building resilience across sectors. This is
particulary important for the global labour market where shifting dynamics
and economic volatility triggers vulnerability among the working class.
Looking at these objectives, Labour-20 (L-20) will become a forum for all
trade unions to deliberate on international labour issues and social labour
movements, and subsequently come up with solutions that can be placed
and acted upon in national contexts. Another significant area of focus for L-20
will remain increasing the coverage of social security and social protection
for workers worldwide. Social security is a dynamic concept whose form and
definition have changed with time. Rapid technological changes have made it
necessary to explore new dimensions of social security and protection. With
the rise of ‘gig and platform work,’ the life of the firms is being shortened and
leading to a new kind of employer-employee relationship, the understanding
of which is still in its nascent stage. It is likely that the rules of employment-
linked social security that emerged in the aftermath of the First Industrial
Revolution and matured during the Second Industrial Revolution require a
rewriting in the era of Industry 4.0. The various working and engagement
groups of the G20 have discussed the issues mentioned here. They find their
mentions in the G20 Leaders’ Declaration, including the most recent in Bali,
Indonesia, as well as in other documents. Policy statements and frameworks
are developed under the G20 to further these pressing concerns and under-
score actionable targets. The delegates of the L-20 will meet with the objec-
tive of conceptualising overall strategies to boost recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic. Workers also need to be protected in the face of social, eco-
nomic and political disruptions. In this context, the task ahead is to examine
the achievements made so far and identify the issues where more efforts
need to be made. There are huge differences among the countries in terms of
per capita GDP, education and skill level, female labour force participation,
social protection coverage, demographic phase and so on. 

Gautam R. Desiraju & Sharan Setty

O n 15th August 2022, when India turned 75, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
exhorted us all to enjoin ourselves on a journey where India would trans-

form into a developed nation by 2047, that is by the time we would have complet-
ed a century as an independent country. The keynote of his address were the
three facilitators of such a trajectory — the fact that we have become an aspira-
tional society, that there is now a cultural and civilisational re-awakening
amongst Indians, and that the world is taking our claims of attaining our rightful
place at the global high table seriously. Twenty-five years is not such a long time
in such a scheme of things, and it is clear that without substantial progress in sci-
ence and technology,  it would be difficult to achieve this 'developed' tag. There
should be a well-defined road map accordingly for Indian science if it is indeed to
achieve developed status. These matters have been highlighted by the recent as-
sumption of the Presidency of G20 last week in Bali, Indonesia. More specifically
Science-20, or S20, the Science Engagement Group, has been set up by the gov-
ernment. In no time, Union Minister Jitendra Singh chaired a high-level review
meeting to oversee the preparations for the S20 Summit meetings. Scheduled to
be held in Coimbatore in July next year, the theme of the S20 Summit meeting
will be ‘Disruptive Science for Innovative and Sustainable Growth’.
Complementing those are the side events under the theme of ‘Research
Innovation Initiated Gathering’ (RIIG). The sub-themes for RIIG gathering will be
Materials for Sustainable Energy, Scientific Challenges and Opportunities to-
wards Achieving a Sustainable Blue Economy, Biodiversity and Bio-economy and
Eco-Innovations for Energy Transition. The government is hopeful that the sum-
mit will foster a cooperative climate where encouraging frameworks for environ-
mentally friendly technologies can be created. In addition to that, technology
transfers, creation of a global start-up ecosystem and assertion of IP sharing is
on the agenda. It has taken us several decades to earn a place in the global high
table. Next year, when India hosts the G20 Summit, we are presented with a per-
fect opportunity to show the way forward and strike a balance between technical
self-sustenance and foreign sourcing. A Prime Minister’s duty is to bestow a na-
tional vision, with illustrious Prime Ministers in the past providing this impetus in
terms of Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan and Jai Vigyan. Prime Minister Modi has now added
Jai Anusandhaan to this list. Science and research innovation has become all im-
portant and that too in a milieu that is both sustainable and inclusive. This is par-
ticularly appropriate as no country has become a developed economy with a uni-
formly high standard of living without investing heavily in science and an R&D
process that takes science from the laboratory to the people. Our colonial misfor-
tune has delayed our journey toward becoming a developed nation by 150 years
vis-à-vis the West and roughly 30 years relative to China. Implementing our 25-
year game plan seems achievable — but only if we plan and execute with pin-
point strategic accuracy.  In terms of numbers, it is easy to see that with a growth
rate of ~7.8% in GDP this year, the $5 trillion economy target will be achieved by
2026-27 (unless there are drastic fluctuations in oil prices). With the possible
switch from fossil fuels to renewables, one may envisage a $9 trillion economy by
2031-32 and a $40 trillion economy by 2047, whereby we would be within the top
three countries of the world in absolute monetary terms and not just PPP num-
bers. What should we do to achieve the 2047 target? R. Jagannathan and Ashish
Chandorkar have written in Swarajya on what we must concentrate on.
Additionally, I would add that education, health including pharmaceuticals and
women’s health, exports, taking into account demand-supply imbalances, nutri-
tion including fertilisers, water including ocean and polar research, climate
change, genomics, advanced materials including nanomaterials, robotics, elec-
tric and solar powered vehicles, drones, outer space, and IT, in general, are es-
sential sectors where scientific methodology practised by experts needs to be
translated into globally competitive technology. Industry must play a central role
in our ascent to becoming a developed country with the government playing a
catalytic and facilitative role. All this must be taken in the context of global sup-
ply chains that have become the instruments of a new war among nations?what
one might well call hot war in cold places.

Science in India At 100:
Becoming A Developed Nation

L20 in G20 India: Working 
for the Working Class

T he triangular electoral con-
test among BJP, Congress

and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in
Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly and the all-important
Municipal Council of Delhi (MCD)
polls- coming less than two years be-
fore 2024 Lok Sabha elections- is sig-
nificant for all the three players
though on different notes. The com-
mon thread, even between the ideo-
logically diametrically opposition
BJP and Congress, among the three
is that the outcome will have impor-
tant bearing on their respective fu-
ture course of action more so that of
Congress and AAP. Of all the three if
anyone has a bigger stake in these
elections, which is reflected in its
high-octane campaign in Gujarat and
Delhi, then it is the AAP. The bigger
stake because the AAP chairman
and Delhi chief minister, Arvind
Kejriwal seems to have played all his
cards and tried to match the BJP’s
well-oiled machinery bit by bit, more
so in the matter of resources, though
AAP lacked organisational structure
in Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh.

The stakes for Congress could
have been even higher from an ana-
lytical point of view. Given the fact
that the AAP mysteriously disap-
peared from Himachal in the midst
of the campaign thereby helping in
making a BJP versus Congress
straight contest with latter finding
itself in the reckoning for power and

its mysterious lower profile cam-
paigns in Gujarat and Delhi, the
party seems to have tactically low-
ered the stakes lest being lambast-
ed after possible defeats. Mr
Kejriwal’s future hinges on the out-
come of elections in Gujarat and
Delhi for different reasons but com-
mon thread of entering the Lok
Sabha elections on a high. Despite
having a government in the neigh-
bouring Punjab where AAP had reg-
istered an emphatic victory, months
back and using it as a psychological
advantage for Himachal Pradesh,
ostensibly, he strategically thought
it better to challenge the powerful
BJP duo of Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi and Home Amit Shah in their
den, even before the MCD elections
were declared.

First Delhi because it is not only
the place of birth of AAP where it
formed the first government but also
its foundation and encore. So, de-
spite having fared poorly in the 2017
MCD elections, Mr Kejriwal has
jacked up his stakes. A victory in
Delhi will certainly strengthen this
encore and will provide him signifi-
cant elbow space, politically and
psychologically, after dethroning BJP
which has been in power in MCD for
the last 15 years. Although there are
three players in the electoral arena,
presumably and due to Congress’s
low profile-deliberately or otherwise,
on paper visible was a BJP-AAP con-
test. Can Congress be benefitted by
this dual to try and retain its position
as the main opposition?

Upstaging BJP under the very
nose of Modi-Shah duo in MCD,
which has a budget higher than
many of the mid-sized and smaller
states, will certainly give Mr
Kejriwal significant political advan-
tage. Becoming main opposition, re-
placing Congress, in the MCD house
will also be a consolation but with
some significance. The advantage of
this strengthened encore and ruling

the capital-state of Delhi which acts
a fulcrum for any opposition unity,
so will rest with him. Unlesss, in
such an event, he selects to plough
his lone furrow. The bigger and more
significant story is unfolding for him
in Gujarat as it is directly related to
his national ambitions. The fact that
he is challenging Mr Modi in his
home state and that too after tast-
ing his first victory outside Delhi, in
Punjab, perhaps, in Mr Kejriwal’s
scheme of things this challenge will
raise his stature, irrespective of the
outcome, and a possible line-up for
the Lok Sabha elections. This is
notwithstanding the fact that AAP
government in Punjab is facing seri-
ous challenges on governance and
law and order fronts with chief min-
ister, Mr Bhagwant Mann in actual
terms spending more time in Gujarat
than in Chandigarh though nothing
unconstitutional or illegal about it.

The catch in Gujarat is the myste-
rious low-profile maintained by
Congress for reasons better known
to the party leadership. Is this
strategic or a tame surrender and
how will this impact or cut into BJP
or AAP votes at all? Despite this key
question Mr Kejriwal through a high-
profile campaign has made his in-
tentions clear and even expressed
optimism in clear terms about an
AAP victory. This is much easier said
than done. A victory will certainly
put him on a new high and place him
on an elevated pedestal to challenge
Mr Modi in 2024 general elections.
But over it hangs a huge question
mark. Dethroning Congress to be-
come the main opposition in the as-
sembly in Mr Modi’s own state, will
still provide Mr Kejriwal with a han-
dle to pursue his national goals.
With AAP ruling itself out of
Himachal Pradesh where it fath-
omed its chances initially, what will
the defeats in Gujarat and MCD
elections entail for Mr Kejriwal and
future of his party?

There is no doubt that after victo-
ries in Gujarat and MCD-Delhi, Mr
Kejriwal will become unstoppable.
Though hypothetical at this stage,
such a situation will not only compel
the BJP think-tank to think afresh
about their strategy but will also
force the opposition camp, which Mr
Kejriwal has shunned so far, to re-
arrange their plans to face Mr
Modi’s might. Yes, the Modi-Shah
duo has much higher stakes in
Gujarat, being their home state and
political laboratory, and so, impor-
tant to perpetuate the BJP’s rule.
That is why they have gone all out
and left nothing to chance. But it
seems that Mr Kejriwal has attached
more importance to Gujarat elec-
tions than even Modi-Shah duo.
Through this strategy he has raised
the bar for himself but it is fraught
with serious repercussions in the
event of a failure.

But Mr Kejriwal has his share of
worries as well. In the two recent
electoral outings, after Punjab elec-
tions, in Haryana, despite being his
home state, that came in the form of
high-profile Adampur assembly bi-
election and Panchayat polls, the
AAP had to bite the dust. These de-
feats came despite Haryana being
located just on the outskirts of Delhi,
the AAP’s power center on one side,
and the party ruled Punjab on the
other end. In the Panchayat elec-
tions Congress backed and other in-
dependents topped the table with
AAP being at the tail end. Similarly,
AAP came a poor third. Even so, AAP
has been able to project itself as an
alternative to the ruling dispensa-
tion. It’s slogan for a change worked
in Punjab and it has definitely
caught people’s imagination in
Gujarat and so is the case in Delhi.
What if Mr Kejriwal ends up losing
both Gujarat and Delhi? Such a sce-
nario is not improbable. This will
only have catastrophic effect for his
future political plans.

How Gujarat-Delhi polls effect Kejriwal

K R Sudhaman

I
ndia’s former chief economic
adviser Arvind Subramaniam

had flagged in his economic survey
some years ago that India faced a
major economic issue – twin balance
sheet problem wherein Indian banks
suffered huge debts as corporates,
which had overleveraged banks
were suffering huge losses resulting
in defaults. This piquant situation oc-
curred as the corporate sector over-
expanded during boom period leav-
ing them with obligations that they
cannot pay. This resulted in surging
non-performing assets of banks
choking their ability to lend. This had
come to be known as twin-balance
sheet problem meaning the balance
sheets of both banks and corporates
had gone awry.

But the two years of covid gave
breathing space for both banks and
corporates to clean up their balance
sheets on the back of the Insolvency
and bankruptcy code. Now the banks
NPAs have come down drastically to
less than five to six per cent gross
NPAs and some of the public sector
banks have as low as less than one
per cent net NPAs.  This is in sharp
contrast to huge NPAs some years

ago, which were in double digits
threatening viability of some of the
banks. Many of the corporates,
which had excess capacity earlier,
have now started investing with de-
mand picking up. Some of them had
capacity utilisation as high as 80 per
cent. This is a welcome development
and augured well for the economy
going forward. For the first time in
many years health of Indian banks
are looking good. With revival of the
economy after Covid, bank credit
has started growing steadily this fi-
nancial year. According to Reserve
Bank of India, bank credit grew al-
most 17 per cent in the fortnight
ending November 18, 2022. The data
showed that bank credit grew to
133.29 lakh crore for fortnight to Nov
18, from 113.96 lakh crore on Nov 19
2021. But the deposit growth came
at 9.30 per cent with the overall base
at 177.15 lakh crore as on November
18, 2022. With huge pick up in credit
growth, banks have aggressively
started deposit mobilisation efforts
to meet the growing demand for
credit. In the financial year 2021-22,
bank credit rose merely 8.59 per cent
and deposits by 8.94 per cent.
According to Boston Consulting

Group, banks in India have come out
stronger post the Covid-19 pandemic
and are now firmly on the path of
growth. Banking sector reported
record profitability, robust credit
growth and significant improvement
in credit quality. Besides, the public
digital platforms will further spur
growth in lending with lower pro-
cessing and acquisition costs. Lately
there have been several positive re-
ports about revival of private capital
expenditure. The chief economic ad-
viser V Anantha Nageswaran has
said that private capital expenditure
in the first half of this financial year
has crossed Rs three lakh crore and
that the number could exceed Rs 6
lakh crore by the end of this financial
year. This is also evident from the
fact that top corporates are doing
well in the stock market, there is
general revival of real estate sector
across the major cities and several
companies have already announced
fresh projects involving sizeable in-
vestments. It is quite obvious that
there is revival of investment cycle in
the private sector. These are positive
signs but one has keep the fingers
crossed as revival has not yet be-
come across all sectors and global

economic scenario not that bright to
pump-prime exports. Last year com-
panies had reduced their borrowings
significantly helping the process of
cleaning their balance sheets. Now
with the revival of demand and im-
proved capacity utilisation, there is
appetite for more investments,
which is getting reflected through
higher credit growth. All this point to
kick-starting of capital expenditure
cycle this financial year. But in the
first half of this financial year a
handful of companies accounted for
bulk of the spending. For the cycle to
gain momentum, more companies
would have to start investing. Both
central and state governments could
incentivise companies to go for capi-
tal expenditure through supportive
monetary and fiscal policies. This is
important as top 22 companies ac-
counted for 71 per cent of the pri-
vate capital expenditure during
April-September this financial year.
The private capital expenditure had
dropped to Rs 4.74 lakh crore in fi-
nancial year 2021 as against Rs 8.19
lakh crore in the financial year 2020.
The first half of this financial year
has seen some revival but it is not
visible across industries. Also it may

take some time get back to pre-covid
levels of private capital expenditure.

One area that requires specific at-
tention is revival of MSME sector. It
would be worthwhile for govern-
ment to consider some package in
the budget to handhold this sector
which accounted for 45 per cent of
India’s manufacturing and nearly 40
per cent of goods exports. One area
that requires attention is lending to
this sector for capital expenditure.
An alternative has not yet emerged
to informal lending that got killed
after demonetisation. The MSMEs
largely depended on informal lend-
ing for investments in the past.
Government could look at setting up
an institution for this purpose.
Expanding PLI scheme to more sec-
tors would be welcome. A sizeable
number of manufacturing compa-
nies have seen a decline in their fixed
assets because of some near term
difficulties and it would be worth-
while for government to consider
some special package to enable
these companies to get back on the
rails. There appeared to be signs of
revival but government will have to
press on the accelerator to ensure it
is sustained.

Indian Public Sector Banks have used 
pandemic to improve balance sheets
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BRIEF

National 
conference

New Delhi: Ahead of
the Union Budget 2023-
24, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will
chair the 'second na-
tional conference of
chief secretaries' in
the national capital
next month, a senior
government official
said. The second na-
tional conference of
chief secretaries will
be held in Delhi in
January and it will be
a significant step to-
wards further
strengthening the
partnership between
the Centre and the
state governments, the
official told PTI.
Several officials, in-
cluding young district
collectors and magis-
trates, from the states
and union territories
as well as the Union
ministries are likely to
attend the conference.

Appointment
New Delhi:Abhinav
Pratap Singh has been
appointed as the
Private Secretary to
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia, a
Personnel Ministry
order issued on
Monday said. Singh is
a 2011-batch officer of
the Indian Postal
Service (IPoS). The
Appointment
Committee of the
Cabinet has approved
curtailment of tenure
of Singh as Deputy
Secretary in the
Ministry of Culture
and his appointment as
Private Secretary to the
Minister for Civil
Aviation & Steel for a
period of five years
with effect from the
date of assumption of
the charge of the post
or on co-terminus basis
with the minister's
tenure, the order read.

Safety ranking

New Delhi: With the
country getting its
highest-ever rank in
the ICAO aviation
safety rankings,
DGCA chief Arun
Kumar on Sunday
said the challenge
now is to maintain
and further improve
the air safety ecosys-
tem. The comments
also come against the
backdrop of the coun-
try's aviation sector
slowly coming back
into the growth trajec-
tory after being se-
verely hit by the
Covid-19 pandemic
and the domestic air
traffic is also inching
towards the pre-pan-
demic level.

Hybrid plant 
New Delhi: Adani
Green Energy Ltd
(AGEL) on Monday
announced commis-
sioning of its third
hybrid power plant in
Rajasthan having
generating capacity
of 450 megawatts
(MW). With this,
AGEL said it has be-
come the "world's
largest wind-solar hy-
brid power develop-
er" with an opera-
tional capacity of
1,440 MW. "AGEL has
commissioned its
third wind-solar hy-
brid power plant at
Jaisalmer.

New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Micro, small and medi-
um enterprises are among
the most important pillars
of India's economy and the
government is working to
make the sector stronger
and more developed,
Minister of State for
MSME Bhanu Pratap
Singh Verma said on
Monday. "We will also work
to ensure that interrela-
tionship between the
MSME sector and other
important pillars of the
Indian economy are fur-
ther strengthened as India
grows," the minister said.
Addressing FICCI's
Annual MSME Summit,
Verma urged the industry
and other stakeholders to
work with the government
to make India a USD 5 tril-
lion economy along with
becoming self-reliant. He
said there are 6.3 crore

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in
the country which are pro-
viding 11 crore jobs.
"MSMEs contribute
around 30 per cent to our
GDP and have a share of 50
per cent of the income gen-
erated from total exports,"
he said. Further, the minis-
ter said that the govern-
ment is taking continuous
steps to strengthen Indian
MSMEs and PMEGP

(Prime Minister's
Employment Generation
Programme), launched
last financial year, was a
step in this direction.
Under this scheme in the
year 2021-22, a total of 1.03
lakh new units have been
set up in the manufactur-
ing and services sector.
The government, Verma
said, is also working to en-
sure that by taking advan-
tage of the full potential of
the MSMEs, there contri-
bution to the Indian econo-
my should be doubled. "For
this, we will ensure to re-
move the external barriers
and provide strength to
MSMEs in order to make
India self-reliant. "We are
also working to develop the
culture of becoming entre-
preneurs in the youth, pro-
vide loans to MSMEs, im-
prove their quality and in-
creasing their competitive-
ness to increase their effi-

ciency," he added.
The minister also said

that the MSME ministry is
setting up various technol-
ogy centres across the
country to support and
strengthen the existing
and new MSMEs. Apart
from this, the government
is also working with other
organisations to help the
MSMEs under the 'ZED'
certification scheme (pro-
viding technology upgra-
dation and quality certifi-
cation), ASPIRE scheme to
promote quality and inno-
vation, Design Clinic, etc.
"The government has also
launched Champion portal
which will provide all solu-
tions at one place, and we
will further promote the
portal to make MSMEs
more competitive.
Through these schemes,
we hope MSMEs will be-
come more sustainable,"
he added.

Govt taking steps to make
Indian MSMEs stronger, globally

competitive: Bhanu
New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Tata Motors is looking to
increase passenger vehicle
prices from next month in
order to make its model
range compliant with
stricter emission norms
which kick in from April 1
next year, according to a top
company official. In an in-
teraction with PTI, Tata
Motors Managing Director -
Passenger Vehicle and
Electric Vehicles Shailesh
Chandra said the price revi-
sion would also offset the
impact of commodity
prices, which have re-
mained high for the most
part of the year.

"The regulatory change
will have its impact on the
cost. Even the real impact
of softening of commodity
prices is only going to come
from next quarter and we
still have the residual im-
pact of the commodity esca-
lation that we have seen
during the year," Chandra
said. He noted that even the
battery prices have gone up
and the same has not been
passed on to the market. "So

we are evaluating a price
increase basis some of the
residual effect that is left as
far as the commodity prices
are concerned.

Battery prices and new
regulations have also im-
pacted the EV side,"
Chandra said. Besides,
there is a cost involved in
making the model range
transition to conform to
new emission norms, he
added. "We are exploring
potential price increase
next month because of
these factors for both ICE
and EVs," Chandra said.
Tata Motors sells a range of
models like Punch, Nexon,
Harrier, and Safari in the
domestic market.

Tata Motors mulling price
hike for passenger 

vehicles from next month

RBI’s monetary 
policy committee

starts deliberations
amid expectations of

moderate rate hike
Mumbai, Dec 05: 

The Reserve Bank's rate-set-
ting panel on Monday started
brainstorming for the next
round of monetary policy amid
expectations of a moderate
interest rate hike of 25-35
basis points as inflation has
started showing signs of eas-
ing and economic growth
tapering. The RBI has hiked
key benchmark lending rate by
50 basis points (bps) thrice
since June over and above an
off-cycle 40 bps increase in
repo in May. RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das would be
announcing the bi-monthly
monetary policy on
Wednesday (December 7) on
the conclusion of the three-
day of Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meet.
India's largest lender State
Bank of India in a research
report authored by Group
Chief Economic Adviser
Soumya Kanti Ghosh on
Monday said: "We expect the
RBI to hike rates in smaller
magnitude in December policy
attuned to emerging market
central banks and the overall
rate setting tone. 

New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday asked enforce-
ment agencies to go after
'big fish' and nab those
global mafia who control
the operation of sending
'mountains' of illegal
drugs into the country.
The minister asked rev-
enue intelligence officers
to engage more with their
international counter-
parts to book 'big handlers'
working behind the scene,
and ensure that smugglers
do not outsmart authori-
ties.

Revenue intelligence of-
ficers should strive to
bring each case to its logi-
cal conclusion at the earli-
est possible time, she said,

adding that smugglers
would certainly leave a

trail and that should be
used to reach the main

handlers who are actually
behind the operation. "You
would make sure that you
would not allow the smug-
gler to be smarter than
you all... There is a need
for us to work hard and to
make sure the logical con-
clusion is not only for the
fellow who was caught
with a small sachet or a
kilogram of cocaine, but
who is sending mountains
of it into this country, who
actually can fund the
mountain," she said. Her
comments come against
the backdrop of huge
quantity of drugs being
caught at Gujarat ports in
recent months. Last week,
143 kilogram of drugs
valuing about Rs 478 crore
was seized in poll-bound
Gujarat.

Go after big fish, nab global mafia in drug
trafficking cases: Sitharaman to DRI officers

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Nirmala Sitharaman
presents the DRI Bravery Award 2022 to DRI Mumbai Zonal Unit
Deputy Director Mishal Queenie D' Costa during the inauguration of
the 65th Founding Day of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi, Monday, Dec. 5.

Udaipur, Dec 05: 

India's G20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant on Monday
made a strong pitch for
working together through
hope, harmony and heal-
ing to deal with the global
challenges, with a focus on
developing countries and
the Global South whose
voice is often unheard.
Kickstarting the first
meeting of the G20
Sherpas here, Kant also
highlighted India's initia-
tives such as Aadhaar,
Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) and direct
benefit transfer that have
helped lift a vast popula-
tion above the poverty
line. Kant said the issue
notes on 13 working
groups have already been
circulated among the par-

ticipants. The notes ad-
dress concerns such as ac-
celerated, inclusive and re-
silient growth; accelerat-
ing progress on sustain-
able development goals,
particularly health and ed-
ucation, climate finance,
technological transforma-
tion and digital public in-
frastructure. "We will be
in the listening mode as
you guide us and as we get
your perspective," Kant

said. On Sunday, Kant
flagged rising global debt,
inflation and slowdown in
growth, sharp differences
over the Ukraine conflict
as key challenges facing
the world. Kant stressed
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has said
that India's Presidency
would like to be inclusive,
ambitious, action-oriented
and decisive. "We will be,
but that is not feasible nor
possible without all of
you. Therefore, we would
like the support, positive
and forward-looking sup-
port from all of you to
make the G20 a very vi-
brant, very dynamic and a
very positive group to
drive global growth and
global sustainability and
digital transformation,"
Kant said.

Decisive G20 not possible without
support of members: Kant

Mumbai, Dec 05: 

The 16th edition of
Blenders Pride Glassware
Fashion Tour, powered by
Fashion Design Council of
India (FDCI), brought a vi-
brant and energetic experi-
ence to Mumbai on
December 2, 2022 at Royal
Western India Turf Club,
Mahalaxmi. Celebrity de-
signers Falguni Shane
Peacock, presented ‘Pride
in Breaking Norms of
Conventional Fashion’,
showcasing a melange of
young, edgy, street-meets-
couture collection, set
against the backdrop of a
live graffiti art perform-
ance by Dizy, India’s first
and only female graffiti
artist. Closing the show as
showstopper was none
other than Shahid Kapoor,

who enhanced the experi-
ence with his energy and
charming persona.

Designers Falguni
Shane Peacockare known

to push the boundaries of
fashion design through
their youthful, aesthetic
and innovative flair.For
Blenders Pride Glassware

Fashion Tour’s Mumbai
chapter, they took inspira-
tion from the rising wave
of Indian street-art culture
and presented a beautiful
juxta position of street and
couture. The street quo-
tient of the evening was
enriched even more as
Dizy infused the vibe of
the streets, by designing
graffiti art works, live on
the sets of the fashion
show. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Kartik Mohindra,
Chief Marketing Officer,
Pernod Ricard India, said,
“The 16th edition of
Blenders Pride Glassware
Fashion Tour is all about
embracing the changing
dynamics of the fashion &
lifestyle industry, bringing
an impressive new format
that’s more inclusive, di-
verse and youthful.

FDCI rewrites the Fashion
Rulebook in its Mumbai chapter

New Delhi, Dec 05: 

Khan Academy India, a
non-profit online learning
platform offering free,
world-class education, ap-
points Swati Vasudevan as
Country Director in India.
With over two decades of
experience in strategy and
organizational transfor-
mation, she will oversee
India operations and be re-
sponsible for driving fur-
ther growth for Khan
Academy in India. Swati
has over 25 years of lead-
ership experience in both
not-for-profit and for-profit
sectors. She has served as
the COO at Gates
Foundation India Country
Office and co-established
and managed Indian
School of Public Policy, a
graduate-level educational
institution, as their found-
ing CEO. She has also ad-

vised and mentored start-
ups in the Edtech and
Health-tech verticals.
Swati started her career as
a field engineer, working
on oil rigs with
Schlumberger and has
worked in several coun-
tries in the Far East,
South East Asia, and 10
years in the US. She has
worked for McKinsey,
Schneider Electric, and

Sleep Number. She is an
engineer from IIT Delhi
and has an MBA from
Chicago Booth.

Khan Academy started
its India operations in 2017
with approximately 6,000
monthly users and now
caters to over 10,00,000
monthly users in 2022.
Commenting on the ap-
pointment, Mr Sal Khan,
Founder and Educator,
Khan Academy, said, “We
are delighted to have Swati
spearheading our India
operations for Khan
Academy. India is a unique
market with several ver-
nacular languages and
curriculums for learning.
Swati has rich leadership
experience, and her ex-
pertise will help us lead
our mission of making
world-class learning con-
tent available to every
learner in India.”

Khan Academy India appoints Swati
Vasudevan as the Country Director

Mumbai, Dec 05: 

Colgate-Palmolive (India)
Limited, the market leader in
oral care, launched the all-
new ‘Charcoal’ variant in their
gel-based Colgate MaxFresh
toothpaste with an ad cam-
paign featuring brand ambas-
sador Ranveer Singh. The
toothpaste is infused with
cooling crystals which is
unique to the MaxFresh
range.  The MaxFresh
Charcoal toothpaste has not
just cleansing ability but also
refreshing essence of winter-
green mint along with bam-
boo charcoal. This gives a
blast of freshness that helps
keep the mouth refreshed and

the person feeling energized.
Mr. Arvind Chintamani, Vice
President, Marketing,
Colgate-Palmolive (India)
Limited said, “We are very
excited to launch the new
MaxFresh Charcoal toothpaste
- with cooling crystals and the
cleansing power to give you a
never before energizing wake-
up experience. And it's great
to again partner with the icon-
ic Ranveer Singh as he
explodes into the day with the
freshening power of MaxFresh
Charcoal toothpaste and
inspires the viewers to “Wake-
up Max, Live-up Max” !”
Colgate MaxFresh Charcoal
Toothpaste comes in a striking
black and red stylized pack. 

Mumbai, Dec 05: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains to settle down by
47 paise at 81.80 (provision-
al) against the US dollar on
Monday weighed down by
weak domestic markets
and rise in crude oil prices.

Forex traders said a
weak dollar in the over-
seas market cushioned the
downside for the local
unit. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 81.26,
but pared the gains and
ended at 81.80, down 47
paise over its previous
close. During the day, the
local unit witnessed an in-

traday high of 81.25 and a
low of 81.82. On Friday, the
rupee had settled down by
7 paise at 81.33 against the
dollar. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against a

basket of six currencies,
fell 0.10 per cent to 104.44.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose
1.82 per cent to USD 87.13
per barrel. According to
Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas, the Indian rupee
depreciated on Monday on
weak domestic markets
and higher crude oil
prices. However, the weak
US Dollar cushioned the
downside. The US Dollar
declined on optimism over
reopening in China.
However, upbeat job mar-
ket data cushioned the
downside.

Rupee falls 47 paise to close
at 81.80 against US dollar

Colgate Maxfresh maximises
freshness with Charcoal &

Wintergreen unit Mumbai, Dec 05: 

Equity benchmark indices
ended on a flat note on
Monday, with the BSE Sensex
falling nearly 34 points,
recording its second day of
decline after an eight-day
rally. In a volatile trade, the
30-share BSE benchmark
dipped 33.9 points or 0.05 per
cent to settle at 62,834.60.
During the day, it fell 360.62
points or 0.57 per cent to
62,507.88. The broader NSE
Nifty eked out marginal gains
and ended 4.95 points or 0.03
per cent higher at 18,701.05.
Among the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries, Tech
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement,
Dr Reddy's, Axis Bank, Bharti
Airtel, Bajaj Finserv and

Mahindra & Mahindra were
the major laggards. Tata Steel,
NTPC, State Bank of India,
IndusInd Bank and Power Grid
were among the winners.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets in
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled higher, while
Seoul ended lower. Equity
exchanges in Europe were
trading mostly lower in the
afternoon trade. 

Markets settle on flat note;
Sensex declines 34 points

B
engali film super-
star and TMC MP
Deepak Adhikari,

better known by his stage
name Dev, on Sunday as-
serted that professional
actors should not take into
account their political ide-
ologies when collaborat-
ing with others from the
field who may bear alle-
giance to a rival camp.

Talking to PTI on
Sunday, Dev, whose latest
outing 'Projapoti'
(Butterfly) also features
veteran actor and senior
BJP leader Mithun
Chakraborty, underlined
that "politics should never
come in the way of person-
al ties". "In our upcoming
film, I and Mithun da
enact the roles of son and
father respectively. Both of
us are big names in our
party. Both of us are re-
spected by our parties.
Politics has its own place,
and creative work its own.
One should not affect the
other," Dev explained.

Stressing that his "polit-
ical identity remains in-
tact", no matter which film

he does and with whom,
the 'Chander Pahar' actor
said, "I also don't let my
personal relations get af-
fected. When my name
was announced as a candi-
date for Ghatal, I had
showed courtesy and re-
spect to all, including my
political opponents. I had
touched the feet of the Left
candidate. I never showed
disrespect to anyone."

Politics must not divide
people, it should rather
build bridges, Dev stated.

The 39-year-old actor
said Chakraborty had al-
ways showered him with
affection.

"He had asked me to
narrate the story of
'Projapoti' in just two
lines, patted me on the
back on hearing it, and
said he will do the film.
We have fond memo-
ries together," Dev,
who co-produced the
film, said.

He insisted that
grassroots political
workers, too, should not
harbour feelings of ani-
mosity for one another.

ACROSS

1. ____-service

5. Street sign

9. Undress

14. Family chart

15. Docile

16. Desist

17. Location

18. Encourage

19. Start

20. Santa's address (2 wds.)

22. Cassettes

23. Arid

24. Soothing plant

25. Metal container

26. Compass reading (abbr.)

27. Giving medical aid to

32. ____ deadly sins

35. Expended

36. ____ Grande

37. Hillary Rodham ____

39. Foolish

42. Pub offering

43. Eve's partner

45. Ascends

46. Heating device

49. Small quantity

50. Major network

51. Converge

53. Health club

56. Math proportion

59. Satisfied

61. Was sore

62. Religious ceremony

63. Leisure

64. Tantalize

65. Mined minerals

66. Above

67. Revises copy

68. Cheeky

69. Intermission

DOWN

1. Witness box

2. Blooper

3. Cautious

4. Accomplishment

5. Paper fastener

6. Forbidden

7. Egg dishes

8. Singer ____ Seeger

9. Nova ____

10. Renter

11. Grating sound

12. Words of understanding (2 wds.)

13. Household animals

21. Common contraction

25. Williams and Koppel

26. Twilight, to a poet

28. Paper measure
29. Purple flower
30. Three squared
31. Departs
32. Injury memento
33. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
34. Competed
35. Take apart
38. Stable morsels
40. Furious
41. Pen point
44. Clothes cabinet
47. Most frigid
48. Homes
49. Loathe
52. Go inside
53. Declare
54. Mexican coins
55. Highly skilled
56. Percentage
57. Served perfectly
58. Asian language
59. Harvest
60. Within earshot
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A
rtistes should be
aware of their
strengths and weak-

nesses, believes actor
Tripti Dimri as she says
her aim is to not restrict
herself but become a better
actor by trying her hands
on anything that is new
and challenging.

The actor, who shot to
fame with her stellar per-
formance in Netflix super-
natural-thriller "Bulbbul",
said it is essential for
artistes to explore different
worlds and characters.

"I am trying to do differ-
ent genres because as ac-
tors it is important to step
out of our comfort zone
and that is what helps you
better your craft," Dimri,
whose upcoming projects
include a romantic movie
with Vicky Kaushal and
Ranbir Kapoor-led
"Animal", told PTI.

"When I did this film
with Vicky, I was scared be-
cause it is a completely dif-
ferent character and I had
to unlearn so many things
and learn a lot of new
things. It was challenging. I
was happy as I know what
my limitations are as an
actor and what are the
things I need to work on,"
she added. Dimri made her
acting debut with 2017's
comedy drama "Poster
Boys" and wenton to star in
Imtiaz Ali-produced ro-
mance feature "Laila
Majnu". But it was Anvitaa
Dutt's "Bulbbul", a period

supernatural thriller, that
brought her to notice of
the audiences. The 28-year-
old actor said she enjoys
the process of bringing
alive varied characters
with every movie.

Acting gives an opportu-
nity to look at life and un-
derstand pain from a dif-
ferent perspective, she
added. "It is a beautiful
part of being an actor, it
somehow gives an opportu-
nity to look at life, their
pain from a different per-
son's perspective. When
you do that, it helps you un-
derstand yourself better
and it makes you a more
compassionate human
being. These are good
things that come out act-
ing."

Dimri is currently re-
ceiving praise for her per-
formance in the titular role
in "Qala", which reunites
her actor with "Bulbbul"
director Dutt.

Set in the late 1930s and
early 1940s, the movie fol-
lows the story of a young
playback singer Qala
Manjushree of the 1930s
and 40s of India.

Playing the character of
Qala, an innocent, fragile
and insecure woman, was
not an easy task, Dimri
said. "Her love for her
mother is keeping her to-
gether, it is driving her life.
She is a complex creature
but it was fun to get into
her world and see things
through her life," she said.

‘I am trying 
different genres

to better my craft’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s period
drama ‘Punyashlok

Ahilyabai’, since its
launch has been adored
by fans of all ages for its
captivating narrative on
the honorable life of
Queen Ahilyabai Holkar.
The story depicts how
Ahilya bai was a woman
ahead of her times as she
challenged the pre-de-
fined societal norms and
made positive contribu-
tions for the welfare of
the people, with the sup-
port of her father-in-law,
Malhar Rao Holkar. Be it
the right to education,
widow remarriage,
women empowerment, or
managing the darbar she
always stood for the right
and questioned the
norms of the society in
order to bring in justice.

The show that has etched
a special place in the
hearts of many is all set
to celebrate a special
milestone as it completes
a successful run of 500
episodes. With celebra-
tions galore, the cast of
Punyashlok Ahilyabai ex-
pressed their excitement
and thanked the viewers

for their support. On the
occasion of the show
completing a major mile-
stone, Aetashaa Sansgiri,
who plays the role of
Ahliyabai Holkar, said
“Punyashlok Ahliyabai is
the first Hindi show that I
am a part of, and it is also
a `big milestone for me.
Time really flies, it’s un-

believable it feels like yes-
terday only that we start-
ed shooting. It is a very
special moment for all of
us. Ahilya Bai’s character
has received so much of
love from the viewers and
I am truly grateful for it.
Each chapter of Ahilya
Bai’s life unfolds a great
and inspiring story;
hence playing this part
has truly been an enrich-
ing experience for me. I
feel blessed to be able to
tell people about the noble
work of a legendary
woman who had devoted
her entire life in doing
good for the society
through the show. The
changes that she brought
to the society is hu-
mungous be it widow re-
marriage, child education
or the abolition of sati
movement.

A
ditya Chopra and
ace director
Siddharth Anand

are trying to make
Pathaan India’s biggest
ever action spectacle for
audiences! The visually
spectacular Yash Raj
Films’ action extravagan-
za, Pathaan, is part of
Aditya Chopra’s ambi-
tious spy universe and
has the biggest super-
stars of the country Shah
Rukh Khan, Deepika
Padukone and John
Abraham in it.

The adrenaline pump-
ing, visually extravagant
film presents Shah Rukh
Khan as a gun totting spy
with a license of kill.
Siddharth talks about the
vision for the superstar’s
uber cool look in Pathaan
that has become a rage
with people already.

Siddharth says, “Shah
Rukh Khan has sported
countless looks that have
shaped the pop-culture of
our country and inspired
generations of young-
sters to dress like the
king of Bollywood. His
looks are associated with
moments and memories
of people and it won’t be
wrong to say that he has
made India more fashion-
able through his style in
films. So, it was a task
and a big challenge to
craft a look that is ex-
tremely different for
SRK, who is playing a
daredevil spy in
Pathaan!” He adds, “We

wanted to capture the
essence of his character
which is inherently cool
through what he wears
and also his hairstyle. We
wanted to make SRK the
symbol of alpha and
machismo, someone who
is effortlessly cool and
hot at the same time,
through his look.”

Siddharth further says,
“Going by the reaction
his look is getting, I think
we have done the job of
giving his millions of
fans worldwide yet anoth-
er look that they can be
proud of and shower love
upon.” Pathaan is set to
release on Jan 25, 2023 in
Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

‘Wanted to make SRK
the symbol of alpha

and machismo!’

‘Punyashlok Ahilyabai’ completes 500 episodes

T
he eminent director
S.S. Rajamouli is fre-
quently heard prais-

ing his close friend and
colleague NTR Jr while
promoting the magnum
opus movie ‘RRR’. The two
have a remarkable under-
standing and bond, which
is well demonstrated by
the outstanding work they
have done together. Over
the course of their 20-
years friendship, the two
have collaborated on four
films, including S.S.
Rajamouli's debut movie
and his last box office
smash, ‘Students No. 1’,
and ‘RRR’, respectively.
The other two are
‘Simhadri’ and
‘Yamadonga’, both of

which have also received
acclaim and adoration
from audiences all over
the world.

He recently claimed in
an interview that "NTR Jr
is an action powerhouse. I
think he is a born actor. He
has a fantastic grabbing
memory, so as soon as I de-
scribe a scenario or a
story, it is permanently in-
grained in his mind. We
are on such a great wave-
length that when I tell him
what to do, he knows what
he will do and I know what
I will expect of him.
Therefore, it comes as no
surprise to me that he per-
forms in the manner re-
quired of him as soon as
the camera starts to roll.”

‘NTR Jr is an action
powerhouse’

‘Politics should not come
in way of personal ties’

P
roduction banner
Hombale Films on
Sunday launched the

official poster of its Tamil
movie "Raghuthatha",
starring Keerthy Suresh
in the lead.

The studio, known for
Kannada blockbusters
"KGF" and "Kantara", is
making a foray into Tamil
cinema with the movie.

Hombale Films shared
the poster on its official so-
cial media handles.
"Because The Revolution
Begins At Home..." the
caption read. Suman
Kumar, who worked as a
writer on popular series
"Family Man", is making
his directorial debut with
the movie. The film will

present a funny and uplift-
ing story of a young lady
who finds herself as she
goes on a challenging jour-
ney to protect the identity
of her people and land.

In a statement, producer
Vijay Kiragandur said
"Raghuthatha" is a come-
dy drama about a strong
and determined woman
who finds her unique
voice by challenging
norms, upholding her
principles, fighting for
them and eventually be-
coming an inspiration to
everyone.

"Through her trials and
tribulations, you see her
identity emerge.
Presented comedically, the
film promises to make
every member of the fami-
ly laugh out loud and in-
trospect after. Keerthy is
the perfect choice to play
the lead given her talent
and versatility and we're
happy to have her on
board," he added.

"Raghuthatha" will also
feature M S Bhaskar,
Devadarshini, Ravindra
Vijay, Anandsami and
Rajesh Balakrishnan in
pivotal roles.

Keerthy Suresh-starrer
‘Raghuthatha’ poster unveiled

Manoj Bajpayee
finishes filming for
‘courtroom drama’

Actor Manoj Bajpayee  said he
has concluded the shoot of his
upcoming courtroom drama
movie. The untitled project is
being produced by Vinod
Bhanushali's Bhanushali
Studios Limited, Suparn S
Varma and Zee Studios.
Taking to Instagram, the 53-
year-old actor posted a video
from his last day of filming
from the movie's set.
"And it's a wrap," Bajpayee
wrote in the caption.
The movie marks the feature
directorial debut of Apoorv
Singh Karki, known for helming
episodes of series such as
"Aspirants", "Saas Bahu Achaar
Pvt Ltd" and "Flames". A Zee
Studios and Bhanushali Studios
Limited presentation, the court-
room drama is also produced
by Kamlesh Bhanushali, Asif
Sheikh & Vishal Gurnani.
Juhi Parekh Mehta serves as a
co-producer.
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Lewandowski exit with 
Poland looks like farewell

Doha, Dec 05 (AP): Robert Lewandowski cradled
the neck of Kylian Mbapp , whose face was bowed as
if to let the Poland veteran kiss the top of his head. It
was a fatherly gesture from the 34-year-old FIFA
world player of the year to the 23-year-old France su-
perstar who is now on the fast track to winning the
next award. Lewandowski smiled when approaching
Mbapp after the final whistle Sunday, embracing him
with a warm hug even though the young man's two
goals had helped end his World Cup in a 3-1 loss that
sent France to the quarterfinals. Several minutes
later, Lewandowski lingered as the last player left on
the field, applauding Poland fans in the corner and
the team's families and friends in the main stand.

It sure looked like a slow walk away from a last
World Cup for Lewandowski, who will be two months
short of his 38th birthday when the 2026 tournament
starts in North America.

Giroud breaks Henry’s 
French record with 52nd goal

Doha, Dec 5 (AP): The national team scoring record
now checked off his list, Olivier Giroud turned his at-
tention to helping France win a second consecutive
World Cup. Giroud broke Thierry Henry's French
record with his 52nd goal for his country on Sunday
when he scored the first in a 3-1 victory over Poland
that put the reigning champions in the World Cup
quarterfinals. "I really wanted to score this goal
(against Poland). I was kind of relieved after this
goal," Giroud said. "We can move on and forget about
this, because so many people we're talking about this.
Now it is done, that it is a good thing. But most impor-
tant is to score more goals to help the team to reach
our target, which is to go as far as we can."

Sterling leaves England camp 
after home break-in

Doha, Dec 5 (AP): England forward Raheem
Sterling has left his team's World Cup camp in Qatar
and returned to the UK after a break-in at his home.
The 27-year-old Manchester City player missed
England's 3-0 win against Senegal in its round of 16
match on Sunday and it was not known if he would
be back for his nation's quarterfinal match with
France on Saturday. "We've got to give him time to try
to resolve that or be there for his family," coach
Gareth Southgate said. "That's the most important
thing at this time, so we're going to give him that
space." England announced an hour and a half before
kick off against Senegal at Al Bayt Stadium that
Sterling would be unavailable because of a "family
matter." The English Press Association later reported
armed intruders had broken into his home while his
wife and three children were inside. "Our thoughts
are with him and his family," captain Harry Kane
said. "It is a private matter with him, but it's never
easy to see one or your teammates and friends have to
deal with something like that."

Ronaldo looks to shine 
like Mbapp and Messi 

Doha, Dec 5 (AP): Kylian Mbapp is the top scorer.
Lionel Messi has been thrilling fans with his goals
and dribbles. So what about Cristiano Ronaldo, one of
the other superstars at the World Cup? OK, he's bro-
ken a tournament record by becoming the first player
to score a goal at five World Cups, but since convert-
ing that penalty in Portugal's opening game, Ronaldo
has had a rather quiet time of it. Maybe he's about to
burst into life in the knockout stage and erase a blem-
ish in his glittering career: None of Ronaldo's eight
World Cup goals have come in the knockout stage.
The five-time world player of the year heads into the
round of 16 in likely his final World Cup facing
Switzerland, which hasn't advanced beyond this stage
since 1954. Don't be fooled, though: This is the same
Switzerland that eliminated France in the last 16 at
the European Championship last year and has be-
come one of its continent's most consistent teams.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Al Khor (Qatar), Dec 05 (AP):

England captain Harry
Kane scored his first goal
of this year's World Cup,
helping his team beat
Senegal 3-0 Sunday and
setting up a match against
France in the quarterfi-
nals.

Kane scored for the 52nd
time for his country to
move within one of Wayne
Rooney's England record.
He also overtook Gary
Lineker as his country's
leading scorer in major
tournaments with 11
goals.

"The ball just sat up
nicely and the connection
was perfect," Kane said. "I
had one just before that I
should have done better
with so it was nice to see
that one go in."

Jordan Henderson and
Bukayo Saka also scored
at Al Bayt Stadium while
Jude Bellingham played a
key role in the opening
two goals and Phil Foden
had two assists.

England, which reached
the semifinals at the last
World Cup in Russia, will
face defending champion
France at Al Bayt Stadium
on Saturday.

"We enjoyed this one,
but of course our focus
turns straight to that,"
Kane said. "It's going to be
a really tough game.
They're reigning champi-
ons but it'll be a good bat-

tle." The must-see contest
will feature the tourna-
ment's leading scorer in
Kylian Mbappe and one of
its standout players in
Bellingham.

Mbappe scored twice
against Poland in a 3-1 vic-
tory to take his total at this
year's World Cup to five
goals. Bellingham only has
the one he scored in
England's opening 6-2 rout
of Iran, but his game is
about so much more.

"Goodness me,
@BellinghamJude is unbe-
lievably good. He's the
leader in this team. His
parents must be so proud.

Love him," Lineker wrote
on Twitter after the
Borussia Dortmund mid-
fielder crossed for
Henderson to score the
first goal in the 38th
minute. Up to then,
Senegal had been creating
the more dangerous
chances. Ismaila Sarr sent
a shot over from close
range and then England
goalkeeper Jordan
Pickford had to throw out
an arm to block another ef-
fort from Boulaye Dia.

All that without the
team's player, Sadio Mane,
who was ruled out of the
tournament with an in-

jury before play even start-
ed in Qatar.

Everything changed
once Bellingham seized
control, charging into the
box before setting up
Henderson. In first-half
stoppage time, he went on
another unstoppable run,
carrying the ball from just
outside England's box and
deep into Senegal's half.
Foden then played in Kane
to double England's lead.

With the 1966 World Cup
champions well on their
way to a showdown with
France, Saka scored in the
57th minute by converting
Foden's cross.

England reaches World Cup 
quarterfinals defeating Senegal 

England's Harry Kane celebrates scoring his side's second goal during the World Cup round of 16 
soccer match between England and Senegal, at the Al Bayt Stadium in Al Khor, Qatar.

Doha, Dec 05 (AP) 

Cristiano Ronaldo's
precision. Lionel Messi's
vision. The speed and
power of the original
Ronaldo the one from
Brazil.

Kylian Mbapp is elevat-
ing his performance to a
new dimension at the
World Cup.

As Messi and Cristiano
Ronaldo play what will
likely be their final World
Cup, the France and
Paris Saint-Germain
striker is erasing any
questions over who
might succeed them as
the sport's new superstar.

Mbapp delivered an-
other stellar perform-
ance when he scored
twice and set up another
goal for defending cham-
pion France in a 3-1 win
over Poland on Sunday to
reach the quarterfinals of
the tournament in Qatar.

"We know about
Kylian, of course. He
speaks on the soccer
field," France coach
Didier Deschamps said.

"He can change a
match in just a moment."

Having already scored
four goals when he led
his country to the title
four years ago as a 19-
year-old phenom, the now
23-year-old Mbapp has
five and is the leading
scorer in this edition of
soccer's biggest event.
His nine career World
Cup goals make him the
first player to score that
many before the age of
24, breaking a record pre-
viously held by Pel , who
had seven at that point.

It's not just about goals
for Mbapp , whose career
arc continues to draw
comparisons to Pel , the
Brazilian great who had
won two World Cup titles
by the time he turned 21.

Mbapp is bringing soccer
to a new dimension 

Kylian Mbapp celebrates after scoring his side's second goal
during the World Cup round of 16 soccer match.

Rawalpindi, Dec 05 (AP) 

England showcased its
masterful approach of ag-
gression in test cricket
with a superb 74-run victo-
ry over Pakistan in the
final session of the first
test on Sunday.

Needing 263 runs with
eight wickets in hand on
Day 5, Pakistan was dis-
missed for 268 against the
reverse swing of James
Anderson (4-36) and Ollie
Robinson (4-50) -- losing its
last five wickets for just 11
runs after tea.

Jack Leach had the
last wicket of Naseem
Shah, trapped leg be-
fore wicket, after
England delayed the sec-
ond new ball for well over
an hour with Anderson
and Robinson doing the
damage with the old ball.

Pakistan succumbed to
the relentless attacking
field settings of England
captain Ben Stokes before
Robinson and veteran
Anderson sliced through

the lower order after
Pakistan was placed at

257-5 going into the final
session.

Robinson had earlier
ended the nearly four-
hour defiance of one of
the four Pakistan debu-
tants Saud Shakeel in the
second session to a bril-
liant diving catch by
Keaton Jennings as the
lefthander top-scored with
76.

England had posted an
electrifying 657 and
Pakistan responded with
579 to concede a 78-run
lead on a grass-less wicket
where seven batters from

both sides scored
centuries.

England made a
bold declaration with an-

other rapid 264-7 in just
35.5 overs on Day 4 and set
Pakistan a challenging
target of 343 in four ses-
sions.

England leads its first
test series in Pakistan in
17 years 1-0 with Multan
and Karachi scheduled to
host the remaining two
games.

Aggressive England beats
Pakistan by 74 runs

England's James Anderson 
celebrates after taking the

wicket of Muhammad Rizwan
during the fifth day of the first

test cricket match between
Pakistan and England, in

Rawalpindi, Pakistan, Monday.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Talented opening batter
Shafali Verma was on
Monday named captain of
India's 15-member squad for
the ICC U-19 Women's T20
World Cup to be held in
South Africa from January
14 to 29. The All-India
Women's Selection
Committee picked the team
for the maiden edition of
the U-19 Women's T20 World
Cup, as well as for the up-
coming bilateral away T20
series against South Africa
U-19 beginning from
December 17. The 18-year-
old Shafali, who has played
two Tests, 21 ODIs and 46

T20Is after making her
debut in the senior national
team in 2019, will also lead
the 18-member Indian
squad in the five T20 match-
es against South Africa U-
19. All the five T20 matches
will be played at Tuks Oval,
Pretoria on December 27, 29,
31 and January 2 and 4 re-
spectively. In the U-19
Women's World Cup, which
will feature 16 teams, India
have been placed in Group
D alongside South Africa,
UAE and Scotland.

The top three teams from
each group will progress to
the Super Six round, where
the sides will be pooled into
two groups of six each.

Shafali Verma to lead India
in women’s U-19 World Cup 

Bhubaneswar, Dec 05 (PTI)

The trophy tour of the
2023 Men's FIH Hockey
World Cup was kick-start-
ed on Monday with
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik handing
over the trophy to Hockey
India president Dilip
Tirkey.

Wishing the trophy tour
a grand success, Patnaik
said it will be a memo-
rable world cup for the
teams and the fans.

"I hope the Hockey
Men's World Cup Trophy
Tour will build excite-
ment for the world cup
across India. We will be
hosting 16 teams and the
matches will be played in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela," he said.

Odisha's Sports
Minister Tusharkanti
Behera and Secretary
General of Hockey India
Bholanath Singh were
among those present at
the programme.

The tournament will
start on January 13 and

will continue till January
29. Over the next 21 days,
the trophy will travel to 13
states and a UT, including
West Bengal, Assam,
Delhi, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu, before re-
turning to Odisha on
December 25.

Once back in Odisha,
the trophy will tour all the

districts of the state.
The trophy will also be

taken to 17 blocks of
Sundergarh district,
termed the cradle of hock-
ey, officials said.

The trophy will be re-
turning to Kalinga
Stadium in Bhubaneswar
where the finals will be
played on January 29.

2023 FIH Hockey World
Cup’s trophy tour kickstarts

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik launches the trophy tour of FIH
Odisha Hockey Men’s World Cup 2023 by handing over the trophy to
Hockey India President Dilip Tirkey, in Bhubaneswar, Monday.

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Indian shuttlers, led by
Para World
Championships bronze
medallist Sukant Kadam,
shone at the Peru Para
Badminton International
in Lima by clinching six
gold medals.

World No.3 Kadam de-
feated Singapore's Chee
Hiong Ang 21-14 21-15 in
the men's singles SL4 cate-
gory, while Nehal Gupta
won the SL3 event beating
Mathieu Thomas of
France 21-16 21-14.

"I am really happy with
the result, I have been
training hard. I have had a
good year and I hope that I
continue with the same
consistency next year,"
Kadam, who won bronze
in the 2022 Para World
Championships, said after
clinching the title.

In the women's section,
Nithya Sre Sumathy Sivan
and Mandeep Kaur won
the titles in the SH6 and
SL3 singles categories.

While Nithya defeated
Giuliana Poveda Flores of
Peru 21-6 21-13, Mandeep
beat Ukraine's Oksana
Kozyna 21-11 21-11 in their
respective finals.

Men's doubles pair of
Nehal and Breno Johann
(SL3-SL4) and women's
doubles combination of
Parul Parmar and
Vaishali Nilesh Patel (SL3-
SU5) also bagged gold
medals in their respective
events.

Sukant Kadam wins gold
as Indian shuttlers shine
in Peru Para Badminton 

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

Former Pakistan hockey cap-

tain Tahir Zaman believes

India can reclaim the World

Cup title after a hiatus of 47

years if they can handle the

pressure of being the hosts

and play consistent game.

Zaman, an integral part of

Pakistan's 1994 World Cup-

winning team, said playing

the marquee event at home

has its pros and cons. "I would

say India has a good chance

this time. To be honest, home

ground, home crowd advan-

tage, but they should not for-

get that it can also be a disad-

vantage. The pressure of the

home crowd and local media

is something they have to be

careful of," Zaman said.

"Apart from that, playing dis-

ciplined hockey, and not get-

ting emotional will help. I

would say the consistency I

have noticed in the Indian

team's performance shows

that they have everything that

can make them the world

champions this time."

Indian team has
everything to

become world 
champions in 

hockey: Tahir Zaman

New Delhi, Dec 05 (PTI) 

One of the shrewdest minds in
world cricket, Andy Flower,
feels having different coaches
and specialist players for red
and white-ball cricket make a
"lot of sense" for bigger teams
like India, England and
Australia amid a punishing
international calendar.
Reigning T20 and ODI World
Cup champions England are
the only major side to adopt
the split coaching formula and
have a totally different set-up
for the five-day and shorter
formats. Flower, who now
coaches T20 franchises around
the world after spending 12
years in English cricket set-up,
feels the mental health of play-
ers and coaches is bound to be
affected with so much cricket
going on."For some countries
it is not needed. For bigger
countries who are playing tons
of cricket, players specialising
makes sense. It would also
make sense from a coaching
point of view and a lifestyle
and health point of view.

Specialist players
and split coaching

make lot of sense for
bigger international

teams: Flower

PM Modi inaugurates key BJP meet
as party eyes next round of polls

New Delhi, Dec 5 (PTI): 

Even as Gujarat polls
are underway, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday inaugurated a
two-day meeting of BJP
leaders here to review the
party's preparations and
chalk out strategy for the
next round of elections in
states and the all-impor-
tant Lok Sabha contest in
2024.

Modi arrived in the na-
tional capital after casting
vote in his home state. The
BJP's national office-bear-
ers' meeting is being held
at the party headquarters.

Besides them, presi-
dents and general secre-
taries (organisation) of
the BJP's state units are

also part of the meeting
chaired by the party's na-
tional president J P
Nadda.

The party's future strat-

egy, preparations for the
next round of state assem-
bly polls and various ongo-
ing organisational activi-
ties are being discussed.

The meeting is also serv-
ing as a stock-taking exer-
cise for leaders who are en-
gaged in organisational
works round the year, BJP
sources said.

Various groups of lead-
ers, including Union min-
isters, have also been
roped in to further
strengthen the party's
presence, especially in
places where it lost the
2019 Lok Sabha polls and
is eying victory in 2024.

Some electorally impor-
tant states, including
Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan,
besides Tripura and
Chhattisgarh, are sched-
uled to have assembly
polls ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections.
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Singapore, Dec 5 (PTI): 

Six-year-old Indian-ori-
gin boy Om Madan Garg
has become the youngest
Singaporean to finish the
Everest Base Camp trek in
Nepal, a feat that has been
recognised by the
Singapore Book of
Records. Om made the 10-
day journey with his par-
ents in October, reaching
the south base camp in
Nepal at an altitude of
5,364 metre, after a trek of
65 km.

The outdoorsy child is
no stranger to adventure --
his parents have taken him
on backpacking trips to
Vietnam, Thailand and
Laos since he was just two-

and-a-half months old.
Om, his father Mayur

Garg, 38, and mother
Gayatri Mahendram, 39,
kicked off their 10-day
trek on September 28,
aided by a guide and two
porters, The Straits
Times newspaper report-
ed on Monday. Their en-
tire journey has been doc-
umented on the family's
YouTube travel channel,
The Brave Tourist, in a
seven-part series.

"I want to see the whole
world," said Om, the
Kindergarten 2 student
from Canossaville
Preschool whose 65 km
trek took him past remote
villages, Nepalese temples
and monasteries, and sce-

nic vistas of Himalayan
mountains like the
Everest, Lhotse and Lhotse
Sar. When the going got
tough on the undulating
and rugged paths towards
the Everest Base Camp, lol-
lipops, raisins and cookies
kept Om going on the once-
in-a-lifetime expedition
with his parents.

Mayur -- a senior busi-
ness analyst and avid
mountain climber who has
scaled peaks in Indonesia,
Russia and Tanzania -- had
made the trip to Everest
Base Camp in November
2021, and thought it would
make for a fun family trip.

To prepare for the trip,
the family watched
YouTube videos of other

trekkers who had logged
the journey, and made it a
point to be active every day
six months prior to the
trip. "We live in the Yio Chu
Kang area, and we walk to
the Marina Bay Sands area
which is about 10 km away.
It takes us four to five
hours, but we just go,"
Mayur said.

The regime also includ-
ed swimming, stair-climb-
ing and excursions to
places like Fort Canning.
"Fort Canning was hard be-
cause we had to go up and
down the stairs 30 times.
But because it was hard
when we were training,
when we went to Everest
Base Camp, it was easy,"
Om said.

‘Youth will be finished’, agonises SC

New Delhi, Dec 5 (PTI): 

"The youth will be fin-
ished," an anguished
Supreme Court said on
Monday voicing concern
over the burgeoning illicit
liquor trade and drug
menance in Punjab, and
asked the state government
to fix responsibility on the
local police for failing to
keep vigil. A bench of jus-
tices M R Shah and C T
Ravikumar asked the
Punjab government to spell
out specific steps taken to
curb the production and
sale of illegal liquor.

Senior advocate Ajit
Kumar Sinha, appearing
for the Punjab government,
assured the court that the
state is taking action and
has already destroyed over
13,000 illegal liquor 'bhattis'

(distilleries).
"We are not concerned

with A government or B
government. So far as
Punjab is concerned, the
drugs problem is increas-
ing. The youth will be fin-
ished. It is very unfortu-
nate that this is happening.
Who is the sufferer? The
poor people. Illegal manu-
facture and transportation
has to stop because it ulti-
mately affects the health
and the society.

"If somebody wants to
finish the country and
more particularly from the
border state, they will start
with the borders. Every
extra caution should be
taken to save the country.
Tell your government to be
very serious. They have to
take every effort to save the
country, it is very easy to

ruin the youth," the bench
said.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea arising out of a
September 2020 order of
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court that had dis-
posed of a petition seeking
transfer of some FIRs reg-
istered in Punjab in rela-
tion to distillation of spuri-
ous liquor, its sale and
inter-state smuggling to
the CBI.

The high court had dis-
posed of the plea follow-
ing an assurance by the
state's counsel that con-
cerns raised by the peti-
tioners will be duly dealt
with and suitable action
initiated. Sinha told the
Supreme court that over
36,000 FIRs have been reg-
istered in the last two
years.

The bench shot back, say-
ing: "You (government) are
only filing FIRs, but accord-
ing to you in every gali and
mohalla there is a 'bhatti'."
When one of the lawyers
sought compensation for
the families of those who
died due to consumption of
spurious liquor, the bench
said it has to be a policy de-
cision.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with BJP National President
JP Nadda arrives for the party's National Office Bearers
Meeting, at BJP HQ in New Delhi, Monday.

Apex Body asks Punjab to check illicit liquor manufacture and trade 

Lakhimpur violence

Court dismisses discharge
applications of Union 

minister’s son
Lakhimpur Kheri
(UP), Dec 5 (PTI): A
court here on Monday
dismissed the discharge
applications of 13 ac-
cused, including Union
minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra's son Ashish
Mishra, in the
Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence case. District gov-
ernment counsel (crimi-
nal) Arvind Tripathi told
PTI that the court of ad-
ditional district judge-I
dismissed the discharge
applications and fixed
December 6 as the date
for framing of charges
against the accused. A
charge sheet has been
filed against all these ac-
cused.

6-year-old Indian-origin boy becomes youngest
Singaporean to reach Everest Base Camp

Govt calls all-party meet on Tuesday
ahead of Winter Session of Parliament

New Delhi, Dec 5 (PTI): 

The government has
convened an all-party
meet of floor leaders on
Tuesday to discuss the
legislative agenda and im-
portant issues likely to be
discussed in the Winter
Session of Parliament be-
ginning December 7.

Separately, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla will on
Tuesday evening chair a
meeting of the business
advisory committee
ahead of the session. This
time he decided to call a
BAC meet instead of the
customary all-party meet
on the eve of the session,
sources said.

The BAC discusses the

legislative agenda of the
House as well as issues on
which parties would like
to have discussion. Last
week, the government
had listed 16 new bills for
introduction in the
Winter Session.

Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi
had recently sent out in-
vites to floor leaders of
various parties to attend
the all-party meet. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is likely to be present. The
session begins a day be-
fore the votes of Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly elections, along
with those of six assem-
bly and one Lok Sabha by-
polls, are counted.


