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New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday felici-
tated 52 persons with dis-
abilities for their laudable
contribution in their
fields, including a 66-year-
old Mridu Ram Goel, who
is an expert in access
audit. Goel, who suffers
from 81 per cent locomotor
disability and is wheel-
chairbound, has been rais-
ing issues related to the
construction of ramps in
government buildings in
Lucknow. Vidhya Y, 29, an-

other recipient of the
award, was honoured by
the president for, among
other things, developing
“the world’s most afford-
able” electronic Braille
book reading solution for
children.

Murmu presented the
National Awards for the
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities for 2021
and 2022 here on the occa-
sion of International Day
of Persons with
Disabilities. Vidhya, who
is visually-impaired and
has done her Msc in

Digital Society, founded
Vision Empower (VE) in
2017 which was incubated
at the IIIT-Bangalore
Innovation Centre. In 2020,
she also co-founded Vembi
Technologies’ to design
and manufacture assistive
technology solutions to
make education accessible
and inclusive for visually-

impaired students, accord-
ing to her citation. Vembi
has developed the world’s
most affordable electronic
Braille book reading solu-
tion for children called
Hexis-Antara which auto-
matically converts digital
print to braille. Among
other people who were
conferred with the award
is Pooja Ojha, who suffers
from 80 per cent locomotor
disability. A para-canoe
sportsperson, Ojha has
represented India in
Thailand, Hungary, Japan,
and Canada.

Contai (WB), Dec 03 (PTI):

At least three people
were killed and several
others injured in a blast
near the venue of senior
Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek

Banerjee’s rally in West
Bengal’s Purba Medinipur
district, police said on
Saturday.

The incident took place
in Block 2 of Arjunnagar
in Bhupatinagar area, 1.5
km from Contai town

where TMC national gen-
eral secretary Banerjee’s
public meeting venue, a
police officer said.

“The blast was reported
in a house around 11.15
pm on Friday and three
bodies were recovered on
Saturday morning. A few
others are injured. The
cause of the blast is yet to
be ascertained and fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway.

“The impact was so
powerful that the mud
house with a thatched roof
was blown off in the inci-
dent,” the senior officer of
Bhupatinagar Police
Station said.

The three deceased
were identified as
Rajkumar Manna, who is
reportedly a TMC worker,
Debkumar Manna and
Biswajit Gayen, he said.

Hyderabad, Dec 03 (PTI):

A University of
Hyderabad (UoH) profes-
sor was taken into custody
for allegedly trying to mis-
behave with a foreign stu-
dent, police said on
Saturday.

The 62-year-old man was
booked for allegedly at-
tempting to outrage the
woman’s modesty and for
sexual harassment and the
case was registered under
relevant sections of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) on a com-
plaint by a university offi-
cial.

The professor has been
placed under suspension
by the varsity.

The professor, who
works in Hindi depart-

ment, allegedly took the
woman, who hails from
Thailand, to his residence
Friday evening saying he
would take Hindi classes
and tried to misbehave
with her. He was alone at
home when the incident
happened.

The woman, a post grad-
uate student, could not
communicate in English
or Hindi and her state-
ment was recorded by tak-
ing the help of a transla-
tor, a police official said.

According to her, the
professor mixed liquor in
a drink without her
knowledge, he said.

The activists of ABVP
gathered at the university
and held a protest de-
manding stringent action
against the accused.

The university issued a
statement condemning the
incident involving the pro-
fessor and the student.

Kanker, Dec 03:
Campaigning for the
December 5 bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly constituency in
Kanker district ended at
3pm on Saturday.

The by-election in
Bhanupratappur con-
stituency, which is re-
served for candidates from
the Scheduled Tribes, has
been necessitated after
Congress MLA and
Deputy Assembly Speaker
Manoj Singh Mandavi
died of a heart attack on
October 16.

Candidates are now per-
mitted to hold door-to-door
campaigns before polling
on December 5, officials
explained.

As many as seven candi-
dates are in the fray for the
bypoll, though it is largely
seen as a direct contest be-

tween the ruling Congress
and the opposition BJP.

The Congress has field-
ed Savitri Mandavi, wife of
the deceased MLA, while
the BJP nominee is former
MLA Brahmanand
Netam. Sarva Adivasi
Samaj , an umbrella body
of tribal communities in
Bastar, has also fielded its
candidate, former Indian
Police Service Officer
Akbar Ram Korram, who
is contesting as an
Independent.

Korram retired as
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of Police in 2020.

According to poll offi-
cials, there are 1,95,678 vot-
ers, comprising 95,186
males, 1,00,491 females and
one third gender person.

A total of 356 polling sta-
tions have been set up, of
which 239 are in rural

areas and the rest in the
urban part of the con-
stituency.

The counting of votes
will be held on December
8. The Congress’ campaign
was led by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, while
former CM and Bharatiya
Janata Party national vice
president Raman Singh
and state unit chief Arun
Sao campaigned for the
main opposition party.

A highlight of the cam-
paign was the allegation of
rape levelled by the
Congress against BJP can-
didate Brahmanand
Netam.

The Congress has
claimed Netam is an ac-
cused in a rape case of a
teen girl registered in
Telco police station in
Jamshedpur in neighbour-
ing Jharkhand in 2019.

INT’L DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

52 people with disabilities, institutions conferred Nat’l Award
President Droupadi Murmu confers the
National Award for Individual Excellence
2022 - ‘Divyangatha Ke Sashaktikaran Ke
Kshetra Mein Sarvshrestha Anusandhan
/Navpravartan/Utpad Vikas’ to Bhausaheb
Ashok Botre, in New Delhi, Saturday.

To be held on Dec 05

Campaign ends for Bhanupratppur bypoll Hyd varsity professor held 
 For misbehaving

with foreign 
student

Three killed in blast 
Near venue of  Abhishek Banerjee’s rally

The damaged house following a bomb blast at
Bhupotinagar village, in the East Medinipur district of
West Bengal, Saturday.
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0033:: The school's an-
nual day is the culmination of
its academic year. December
02, 2022 was a memorable day
for Rungta Public School that
runs under the aegis of Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions,
when the students of classes II
to XII dazzled the audience
with their spectacular per-
formances on the theme-
'Phoenix- Rising from the
ashes' amidst great splendour,
mirth and zest. 

The programme was graced
by the presence of IG, Durg
Range, Dr Anand Chhabra,
who presided over the func-
tion as the Chief Guest. The
Guest of Honour was
Chairman of BK Group,
Members, Board of Governors
Vijay Gupta. Other eminent
dignitaries present were

Chairman (SRGI) Sanjay
Rungta, Members, Board of
Governors, Arvind Jain and
Chaturbhuj Rathi, Directors
Rajni Rungta, Harsha Rungta
and Saket Rungta, Deans and
Principals of various institutes
under the flagship of SRGI. 

The programme com-
menced with the warm floral
welcome of the guests fol-
lowed by the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp by the Chief
Guest, Dr Anand Chhabra. The
welcome address was given by
Head of Primary, Deepti Singh. 

The Annual School Report
read by the Principal, Manas
Chatterjee, brought to fore, the
achievements of the students
of the school and presented
the principal's vision for the
progress of the school. The
various dances, English and
Hindi skits presented by the
enthusiastic students took the

audience on a spectacular
journey, showcasing the grit
and determination of the
human mind that helps us all to
fight through all adversities in
life and ultimately emerge as
winners. The soulful rendition
of songs on the theme by the

school choir with the splendid
accompaniment of the school
band was much appreciated.
All the achievers in the field of
academics and co-curricular
activities were awarded with
trophies and certificates in the
prize distribution ceremony by

the Chief Guest.
Addressing the gathering,

the Chairman of SRGI Sanjay
Rungta shared his views with
the audience about the impor-
tance of nurturing properly the
children in all the phases of
their childhood in which the

school, the home and the soci-
ety play a pivotal role. The
Guest of Honour Vijay Gupta
praised the school's progres-
sive approach in catering to
the students' personalised
needs. He congratulated the
entire team of RPS for steering

the school in becoming a lead-
ing institution in the city. 

The Chief Guest Dr Anand
Chhabra emphasized on the
fact that schools enable the
students to identify and form
their unique identity by not
only catering to their educa-
tional needs but also providing
them spiritual and cultural val-
ues. The Chief Guest in his ad-
dress contended that progress
of any state is reflection of the
level and quality of its educa-
tion. He reiterated about the
value of discipline and deter-
mination in shaping up of the
future of the children.  

Overall, the celebrations
concluded on a happy note en-
couraging the students to es-
tablish further milestones in
the journey of success. The
vote of thanks was proposed
by the coordinator of the mid-
dle wing, Shilpi Ganguly. 

Rally taken out on Gita Jayanti
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Bhilai, Dec 03: On the
auspicious advent day of
the Srimad Bhagavad
Gita, also known as Gita
Jayanti, a grand rally was
taken out by Hare Krishna
Movement, Bhilai. On this
day more than 5000 years
ago, Lord Krishna taught
Arjuna the essence of
Vedic knowledge and en-
lightened him to the mean-
ing of existence.

The teachings of
Srimad Bhagavad Gita
have been showing path to

the great leaders and
thinkers from the ancient
period. Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi
too carried Srimad
Bhagavad Gita in his
hands. Former President
Radhakrishnan had trans-
lated Srimad Bhagavad
Gita into English.
Einstein, Neils Bohr,
Emerson and other great
scientists and litterateurs
were inspired from
Srimad Bhagavad Gita.
During his foreign visits,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also gifts copies of

Srimad Bhagavad Gita to
his foreign counterparts.

To spread awareness
about the significance of
Srimad Bhagavad Gita
among the masses, the
Bhilai Unit of Hare
Krishna Movement took
out a vehicle rally on
Saturday. The rally began
from Mini Mata Square
and moved across Mahesh
Colony, Collectorate, Y-
Shaped ROB, Sector 8,
Steel Club, Civic Centre
and concluded at
Harekrishna Movement
Centre in Sector 6.
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Bhilai, Dec 03: Assistive
devices were distributed
free of cost to 86 different-
ly-abled persons or di-
vyangjans by SAIL-BSP in
a camp organised at Gram
Panchayat Mahka Khel
Ground, Narayanpur on
December 03, 2022,
International Day of
Disabled Persons, as part
of its corporate social re-
sponsibility activities
being carried out in re-
mote tribal areas of
Bastar.

Shyamwati Rajnu
Netam, Jila Panchayat
Adyaksh was present as
chief guest while Sunita
Manjhi, Nagar Palika
Adyaksh, Naraianpur,
Vikram Bahadur, Deputy
Sanchalak, Samaj Kalyan
Vibhag, Narainpur,
Sheorajan Nair, GM (CSR),

Bhilai Steel Plant, Sachin
Rangari, AGM (Mines)
and Sushil Kamde, Senior
Manager (CSR) were all
present as special guests.

The camp being held in
Rowghat mines area of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant to
distribute necessary
equipment to differently-
abled persons has been or-
ganised by Corporate
Social Responsibility Dept
of SAIL-BSP along with
Govt of India in associa-

tion with Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India (AL-
IMCO), a PSU under the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.

It may be recalled that
Divyangjans and elderly
persons were identified in
free examination camps
organised earlier from
October 17-19, 2022 as part
of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav in areas falling
under BSP's Rowghat

Mines Project region of
Narainpur district. As
many as 126 Divyangjans
and elderly persons were
identified in these camps
organised in Khodgaon
and Narainpur district
hospital  for providing tri-
cycle, wheelchair, crutch-
es, hearing aid, folding
stick for visually im-
paired, and distribute
equipment like kit, tripod,
tetrapod, cervical collar,
knee base etc as assistive

equipment to help them
carry on with their daily
lives. Out of 340 such assis-
tive devices that are to be
provided, as many as to 86
divyangjans were provid-
ed assistive devices free of
cost at the camp.

Schoolchildren from
Kasturba Gandhi
Vidyalaya Balika Ashram,
Banglapara primary
school, school for mentally
challenged in Sulega,
Primary school, Salenga,
Kanya Ashram School,
Dunga presented cultural
programmes on the occa-
sion. Also present at the
camp today were Ajay
Yadu and Umesh Lathiya,
and members of Samaj
Kalyan Vibhag, Dist
Election Office and Sarv
Shiksha Abhiyan. Token
gifts were given away to
children who presented
cultural programmes.
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Bhilai, Dec 03: On the
'International Day of
Persons with Disabilities'
on December 03, 2022 Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL), the Maharatna
Steel Public Sector, distrib-
uted assistive devices to
Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjans) across its
Plants/Units and
Corporate Office at New
Delhi, informed a press
communique from the
local SAIL unit- the Bhilai
Steel Plant. SAIL has en-
gaged Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India (AL-
IMCO) to undertake this
Priority Programme

under SAIL's Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR). Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL along
with other senior officials
of the Company was pres-
ent during the event at
New Delhi.

This priority pro-
gramme of SAIL will be
held across several loca-
tions in the country, mostly
in the areas of operation of
SAIL, in a phased manner
under 'Azaadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'. The
Divyangjans are being em-
powered through assistive
aids like tricycle, motorized

tricyles, smart canes &
smart phones for visually
impaired and hearing aids
among others.

Currently, SAIL supports
various focused facilities
dedicated for Divyangjans
at its plant locations  viz
'School for Blind, Deaf and
Mentally challenged chil-
dren' and 'Home and Hope'
at  Rourkela, 'Ashalata
Kendra' at Bokaro,
'Handicapped Oriented
Education Program' and
'Durgapur Handicapped
Happy Home' at Durgapur,
and 'Cheshire Home' at
Burnpur.
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Bhilai, Dec 03: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre visited Gram
Panchayat Patora and in-
spected Faecal Sludge
Treatment Plant, Gauthan,
vermicompost making, sack
stitching, etc. The commis-
sioner observed the process
of the FSTP plant, which is
the first such plant in a
rural area. He appreciated
the operations of the plant.

In the discussion with
the women of self help
group, Kavre was informed
that so far a total of 190703
kg of cow dung has been
purchased and 64510 kgs of
vermicompost was pro-
duced and sold. The group
earned an income of Rs
252000. 13000 pieces of sacks
were stitched which gener-
ated Rs 30,000 net income.
Rs 10,000 was earned by
manufacturing extracts of
cow urine, rose water, basil

extracts and the group
earned Rs 80000 by produc-
ing mushrooms and other
activities. RK Rathore
(Joint Director
Agriculture), Mukesh
Kothari (Deputy Collector)
CEO Patan, SS Rajput
(Deputy Director
Agriculture), Prakash Soni
(Tehsildar Patan), YK
Verma (Senior Agriculture

Development Officer),
Sarpanch Anjita Sahu,
Gauthan Committee
President Naresh Shrivas,
Agriculture Extension
Officer Mamta Banjare and
members of self-help
groups were present.

Divisional Commissioner
interacted with the children
during the surprise inspec-
tion of Pre Matric

Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe Boys Hostel Patan and
Post Matric Scheduled Caste
Girls Hostel Patan. He inter-
acted with the students re-
siding in the hostel. The stu-
dents informed him that the
food and accommodation in
the hostel is nice.

Commissioner instructed
to make proper arrange-
ments in the e-library and to

make all the arrangements
in the hostel. Kavre dis-
cussed about studies with
Gulshan, a student of class
7th and BSc First year stu-
dent Bhuvaneshwari re-
garding the arrangements
available in the hostel.
Priyamvada Ramteke,
Assistant Director, Tribal
Department, Durg was also
present.

Art, Craft Exhibition & Foodie Craft
at Krishna Public School, Durg
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0033:: Krishna Public
School, Durg, was abuzz with
excitement and fervour on
Saturday as it was the day of
their Art and Craft Exhibition  (
III - IX)and Foodie Craft  by stu-
dents of Classes XI and XII.  The
objective of the Exhibition was
to bring forth the innate skills
and hone the creative genius of
the students. 

The exhibition provided the
right platform for the students
to display the varied and beauti-
ful craft articles prepared by
them throughout this academic
year. All the items on display
were the handiwork of the stu-
dents which were made from
indigenous products. There
were corners in the exhibition
attributed to Madhubani, Warli
art, Glitter art, Landscape,
Shadow painting, Underwater
Painting, Hand print, paper
mache etc. There were live
rooms depicting Desert with

Lippan wooden Tree, Colourful
Butterfly lady, Bottle Art, Mask
Making, Wall Hanging, Suji and
Sand Art, Supa Decoration and
Rock Painting.  The parents ap-
preciated the efforts of the stu-
dents who under the guidance
of their teachers had put up an
amazing array of artifacts. With
an endeavour to promote new
start up among the young stu-
dents, Foodie Craft  was one of
its kind. The students of classes
XI and XII showcased their busi-
ness skills and creative thinking
through self-designed stalls. 

The Principal, Mayank
Sharma applauded the students
for their innovative ideas.  He
encouraged the students to set
higher aims in life and re-
marked that such exhibitions
motivated and instilled the con-
fidence in the young minds to
think as artists, designers, and
innovators. He also appreciated
all the participants for working
diligently in preparing for this
mega event. The School also
appreciated the brilliant work of
Art Teachers Rakesh Sahu and
Afreen Ali. 

Need to create public awareness
regarding mental health: Collector
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Bhilai, Dec 03: A meeting
of the District Health
Committee was organized
in the Collectorate
Auditorium the other day.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena chaired the
meeting and directed the
health department to take
positive steps towards in-
novations. He instructed
the concerned officials to
work on mental health in a
planned manner. He said
that public awareness
about mental health is
very low, especially in
rural areas.

There is a need to con-
duct door to door cam-
paigns through awareness
programmes. He instruct-
ed the concerned officers
to constitute a skilled team

for its survey. Such people
should be involved who
can collect the data of
such cases by doing door
to door surveys.

He spoke about consti-
tuting a team of psychia-
trist as well as psycholo-
gist so that counselling of
psychiatric patients could
be done. He laid special

emphasis on combination
therapy and counseling
along with medicine.

The Collector laid spe-
cial emphasis on adopting
methods like physiothera-
py along with the proce-
dure of general treatment
in cases of cerebral palsy
and paralysis. He said that
there is a section of Neuro

in Physiotherapy also, if
the Health Department
makes the services of
Neuro Physiotherapist
available to the patients;
the chances of recovery
will increase.

The Collector directed
the concerned officer to
prepare an action plan for
providing facilities to the

bed-ridden patients at
their homes. Such facili-
ties can be made available
through vans.

In the meeting, mater-
nal and child health, ma-
ternal mortality rate, in-
fant mortality rate, non-
communicable disease
control programme under
NPCDCS, NPCB, NPN-
PCD, NOHP, NTCP and
NMHP. Various points
were discussed in se-
quence.

Apart from infectious
diseases malaria, dengue,
swine flu, leprosy, TB,
blindness control pro-
gram, family welfare pro-
gram and Ayushman
Bharat were also dis-
cussed. Concerned offi-
cers of the Health
Department were present
in the meeting.
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Kavre inspects Gauthan at village PatoraSAIL undertakes CSR on International
Day of Persons with Disabilities

Distributes assistive
devices

BSP distributes equipment to 86 
differently-abled persons in remote areas 

Annual Day celebrated in RPSBhoomipujan 
for Gayatri

Mahayajna today 
Bhilai, Dec 03: The local
unit of All World Gayatri
Pariwar has organised 151
Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna to celebrate
the silver jubilee of
Ashwamedha Yajna which
was organised in Bhilai in
the year 1993. The 151
Kundiya Yajna will be held
during 27 to 30 December
at Sector 7 Dussehra
Ground. Preparations are
underway for this mega
event. On December 04,
the preparations at the
venue will begin with a
Bhoomipujan function
scheduled to begin at 13:30
hrs. AWGP Chhattisgarh
Zone Coordinator Adarsh
Verma, Zone Advisor Dilip
Panigrahi, Sub Zone
Coordinator SP Singh and
members of AWGP will
perform the bhoomipujan.



Khokhra villagers present model of Shri Jagannath Temple to CM

Raipur, Dec 03: A group
of residents of village
Khokhra falling under
Raigarh district led by

Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel,
met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in his of-
fice located at
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly premises late
on Friday.

On this occasion, the
villagers presented a
grand model of Shri
Jagannath Temple being
constructed in their vil-
lage to Chief Minister
Baghel. The villagers also
invited the Chief Minister
to participate in the inau-
gural programme of Shri
Jagannath Temple.

Chief Minister Baghel
expressed his gratitude to
the residents of Khokhra
village for presenting the
model of the grand Shri

Jagannath temple and ex-
tended best wishes for the
construction work of the
temple. Villagers includ-

ing Makardhwaj
PatelSmt. Kalavati Patel,
Chandrakanti Patel,
Manoj Srivastava, Ajay

Kanwar, and Lakshmi
Mahant were among
those present on the occa-
sion.

Baghel pays tributes to Bharat Ratna Dr Rajendra
Prasad, hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand

Raipur, Dec 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid floral tributes to the
portraits of first President
of independent India and
freedom fighter Bharat
Ratna Dr. Rajendra Prasad
and the magician of hock-
ey Major Dhyan Chand at
his residence office here
today. Today marks Dr.
Rajendra Prasad’s birth
anniversary and Major
Dhyan Chand’s death an-
niversary.

Recalling the contribu-
tion of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Chief Minister
Baghel said that Rajendra
Babu was an Indian politi-
cian, lawyer, Indian inde-

pendence activist, and
scholar. He played an im-
portant role in shaping the
Indian constitution as the
President of the
Constituent Assembly. Dr.
Rajendra Prasad present-
ed an example of inde-
pendent and fair work
while serving as the
President. His great life

values and invaluable
thoughts will contin-
ue to inspire us.

Chief Minister
Baghel recalled the
achievements of the
magician of hockey
Padma Bhushan
Major Dhyan Chand
on his death anniver-

sary and his invaluable
contribution in the field of
sports, saying that India
won three gold medals in
the Olympic Games due to
the magical game of
Major Dhyan Chand.
Major Dhyan Chand’s ded-
ication towards sports and
patriotism is an inspira-
tion to all of us.

200 species recorded in Kanger Valley National Park!
Raipur, Dec 03: Around 200
bird species were docu-
mented during the Kanger
Valley Bird Survey –
Chhattisgarh’s first-ever
inter-state bird survey.

Kanger Valley National
Park Bird Survey - 2022 was
a 3 day birding event where
birdwatchers from
Chhattisgarh and across
India came together to doc-
ument the rich and unique
avian diversity of Kanger
Ghati National Park
(Kanger Valley).

For the first time in
Chhattisgarh, more than 70
birdwatchers from 11 states
participated in this survey.
More than 50 trails were
covered by the participants.
The participants split up
into different groups to
cover varied habitats such
as woodland, wetland, ripar-
ian forest and scrubland.

During this survey, 9
species of Owls (including
the magnificent Spot-bellied
Eagle-Owl), 10 birds of prey,
11 species of Woodpeckers
(including White-bellied

Woodpecker - the largest
woodpecker in peninsular
India!), and many other
species were documented.
For rare and uncommon
birds, participants not just
took photographs but also
tried to record their sounds.

This survey once again
confirmed that the land-
scape of Kanger Ghati can
potentially host species that
are found in the Himalayas,
North-east, Eastern and
Western Ghats! For exam-
ple: Malabar Trogon and
White-bellied Woodpecker
are thought to be birds of
the Western Ghats. Many
species of flycatchers and
warblers from temperate
Eurasia visit the region

during the winter. Kanger
Valley is a treasure trove
that requires regular sur-
veys by experienced bird-
watchers to understand the
complexity of the region.

In fact, after the survey
was completed, visiting
birders (Kalyani Kapdi,
Rohit Jain, and Venus
Joshi) moved to Raipur and
even found a Pied
Wheatear! And around the
same time, two resident
birders from Raipur
(Jageshwar Verma and Dr.
Dilip Verma) spotted a
Northern Lapwing! Both of
these birds- Pied Wheatear
and Northern Lapwing are
new birds for Chhattisgarh
(Pied Wheatear has never

before been observed in
Central India), and these
fantastic finds highlight the
importance of bringing ex-
perienced birdwatchers to-
gether for a common cause.

BJP bats for 16% reservations for
SCs and 10% for EWS General

Raipur, Dec 03:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday alleged
that the ruling Congress
does have positive ap-

proach on Reservation as
it has ignored the
Supreme Court consent of
providing 16% reserva-
tions to Scheduled Caste
and 10% reservations to
Economically Weaker
Section of unreserved
Society.

Addressing a press con-

ference at party office sit-
uated at Ekatma Parishar
here, the Leader of
Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Narayan
Chandel also expressed
doubts over Reservations
in Promotion under the
Congress regime.

Chandel made the
above statements while
responding to the
Reservation Bill unani-
mously passed in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly under which
the ST would now get 32%
reservations, 13% for SC
and 27% for OBCs apart
from 4% reservations to
EWS candidates from
General Category.

Chandel also expressed
his reservations over non
presentation of Data on
the basis of which the
Congress government has
brought the above resolu-
tion.

BJP leader further
added that entire exercise
has been taken up to gain
political mileage in the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly 
by-elections.
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Chandel apprehensive
over the outcome of
Reservation Bill

“Kanger valley bird survey
was a wonderful opportuni-
ty for birders across the
country to come together
to explore this region’s
unique biodiversity. A lot of
effort went into planning
and executing the survey,
and my kudos to the forest
department and the team
of volunteers who organ-
ised this initiative. I sin-
cerely hope that the state
will see many more such
citizen science efforts
which are already happen-
ing in different parts of the
country with great suc-
cess” - says Garima Bhatia
from Bangalore, Program
Manager of Early-Bird proj-
ect under Nature
Conservation Foundation
(NCF).

RPC doctor and Jan Militia member surrendered before SP
Konta, Dec 03: Former
Battalion Medical Team
Commander and present
Panchayat Medical Team
Commander and Jan
Militia member surren-
dered before Sukma SP
Sunil Sharma along with
weapons on Dec 1 at SPÆs
office in Sukma district.
According to the informa-
tion received, influenced
by the Naxalite eradica-
tion campaign being run
in the district and the
ôRehabilitation Policyö of
the Chhattisgarh
Government and the
ôPoona Narkom
Abhiyanö (New Subah,
New Beginning) being
run by the Sukma Police,
Sariyam of the banned
Naxalite organization
Sandeep (Arlampalli) RPC

doctor team commander
& East South Bastar
Battalion No. 1 medical
team commander with
prize money of Rs 2 lakh
by Chhattisgarh govern-
ment and Rs 5000 by the
SP Sukma), Podium
Hidma (Jan Militia mem-
ber), both residents of po-
lice station Polampalli
area surrendered on
Thursday before Sukma
police. It was done in the

SPÆs office before SP
Sukma Sunil Sharma,
Second Commanding
Officer 74 CRPF Sandeep
Bijania. The surrendered
Podium Hidma naxalite
also handed over his 1 no
Bharmar gun during sur-
render.

Surrender Sariyam
Sandeep joined Naxal or-
ganization as a CNM
member in the year 2010 (5
months) after which
worked as a Division
Doctor team member in
the year 2010-11 (5-6
months). In the year 2012-
13  he became Bureau
Doctor Team Member
(ACM). In Year 2014-16  he
was active in the post of
Battalion Doctor Team
Commander. Then he left
home and came to his vil-

lage. In the year 2019 and
till date, Aralampalli was
executing the work of the
organization by staying in
the work committee and
as a doctor in RPC. The
surrendered Naxalite was
involved in incidents like
Kasalpad encounter,
Pidmel encounter,
Komanpad encounter,
Palmed Naxalite Dera en-
counter besides road dam-
age and spike installation.
On the other hand, sur-
rendered Podium Hidma
remained active as a CNM
member from the year
2005-2011 and Jan Militia
member from the year
2012. On the other hand,
Hidma surrendered be-
fore SP Sukma on
Thursday with a loaded
gun.

School students take out rally and create awareness

Bemetara, Dec 03: On
the occasion of the conclu-
sion of the Constitution
Week under the direction
of National Legal
Services Authority, New
Delhi and Salsa Bilaspur,
from Nov 26- Dec 2 and
under the guidance of
President / District and
Sessions Judge Jaideep
Vijay Nimonkar, paralegal
volunteers of the authori-
ty Prachi Tiwari, Sonia
Singh organized a legal lit-
eracy camp at
Government Pre-
Secondary School Dholia
Bemetara. The students
were informed about the
fundamental rights, fun-
damental duties men-
tioned in the Constitution

and the Preamble of the
Constitution and various
laws useful in student life.

Information was also-
given about the right to ed-
ucation for school stu-
dents, Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offenses Act 2012,
Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, Child
Trafficking, NALSA
Helpline 15100, Child
Helpline 1098, Cyber
??Crime, Environment
P r o t e c t i o n - J e e v a n
Raksha, Child Labour,

Beti Bachao-Beti
Education, harassment of
women at work place,
child labor and drug ad-
diction and information
related to trafficking of
women and children was
provided. Also, a rally was
taken out by the school
students. The children in-
volved in the rally made
people aware by roaming
around with awareness in-
spired slogan placards in
their hands.

On the occasion of
World AIDS Day on

December 1, a legal aware-
ness camp was organized
in a private hospital in
Bemetara, while provid-
ing information regarding
the HIV AIDS Prevention
and Control Act, the peo-
ple were informed that the
said act is necessary to
protect the human rights
of the infected and affect-
ed population. It provides
a legal and enabling
framework and the act
aims to protect people liv-
ing with and affected by
HIV and prohibits HIV
testing as a pre-condition
for employment and ac-
cess to healthcare.
Information was also
given regarding the provi-
sion of punishment for
those found spreading ha-
tred and discriminating
against HIV infected 
people.

Assembly Speaker and Agriculture 
Minister flagged off ‘Bima Rath’

Raipur, Dec 03:
Assembly Speaker Dr.
Charandas Mahant and
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey
flagged off the ‘Bima
Rath’ from the
Agriculture Minister’s
residence. This chariot
will tour various districts
of the state till December
15 and make farmers
aware about ‘Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana’ and weather based
Crop Insurance Scheme.

It is noteworthy that in
Rabi season year 2022,
under the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence, the fourth

crop insurance week is
being celebrated from
December 1 to 7. Under
this week, farmers will be
given information about
the benefits of crop insur-
ance, as well as the

process of taking crop in-
surance and the stories of
beneficiary farmers, so
that no farmer is deprived
of the benefits of crop in-
surance, more and more
farmers can be benefited.

Significantly, the last
date for availing benefits
from both the insurance
schemes is  December 15,
2022. Through this Bima
Rath, farmers will be ap-
pealed to take advantage
of the crop insurance
scheme by the due date.
On this occasion,
Additional Director
Agricultural Engineering
G.K. Pidhiha, Additional
Director Horticulture Mr.
Bhupendra Pandey, Joint
Director Agriculture Mr.
B.K. Mishra, Deputy
Director Agriculture
Raipur Mr. R.K. Kashyap
and the farmers were
present.

CBSE Far East Zone Roller Skating Competition begins

Raipur, Dec 03: Krishna
Public School (KPS)
Sarona Raipur organized
the most prestigious and
prominent three-day long
(Dec 2, 3 & 4) CBSE  Far
East Zone Roller Skating
Competition at its 200 mtr
bend track skating ground
(only one of its kind in
Chhattisgarh State) with
abundance sportive guts
gusto. Two thousand
skaters from twelve states
( Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
West Bengal, Assam,
Sikkim, Manipur, Tripura
and others) of the far east
zone participated in the
competition.

Prior to the commence-
ment of the sports events,
Dr Rakesh Mishra,
Director KPS Sarona ex-

tended a formal welcome
to the esteemed Chief
Guest Dr Rashmi Ashish
Singh Thakur,
Parliamentary Secretary
& MLA Takhatpur inaugu-
rated the event by lighting
the ceremonial lamp be-
fore the portrait of god-
dess Saraswati. Kishore
Bhandari, Seema Jindal
Dr Archana Mishra

Principal KPS Sarona
Raipur, Aparna Tripathi,
Academic Director KPS
Sarona Raipur were the
distinguished dignitaries
who graced the inaugural
moments. The Chief Guest
in her address expressed
best wishes to all the par-
ticipants and their parents
who travelled a long dis-
tance to win and witness

the grand event. She ex-
tended her thankfulness to
Dr Rakesh Mishra and
school management, staff
of KPS Sarona for provid-
ing organizing and  avail-
ing opportunity to all the
skaters. People from differ-
ent walk of life honoured
the state anthem of
Chhsttisgarh Mahatari
before the beginning of

the competitions.
According to the official

sources,500 mtr qualifying
races of inline quad for
the age group of
8,10,12,14,16 and 18yrs of
both boys and girls were
conducted on the first day.
The semi finals and finals
will be held on the next
two days, he said in a con-
versation.

Environment building training
for teachers held

Bemetara, Dec 03: Under
the inclusive education of
overall education in the dis-
trict, environment-building
training for teachers from
class 1st to 12th (to intro-
duce them to the concept of
inclusive education, Braille
and sign language), a 1-day
district level residential
training of 10-day for teach-
ers from class 1st to 8th
from Nov 21-30  and on Nov
21 for Class teachers of
Class 9th to 12th was done
with complete residential

arrangements.
The workshop was organ-

ized on the instructions of
Collector and District
Mission Director under the
guidance of District
Education Officer and
District Mission
Coordinator at Singhraur
Kurmi Bhawan Durg Road
Bemetara. The training was
started by worshiping the
photo of Goddess
Saraswati. In the workshop,
Renuka Choubey, Rajni
Dewangan, Sarita Satnami,
Ganga Prasad and
Chandrakant Verma were

trained by master trainers
BRP inclusive education.

Problem related to class-
room management teaching
material is being redressed
for the linguistic and com-
munication barriers com-
ing in the education of sign
language, Braille script,
hearing impaired, vision
impaired, speech impaired
children. Guidance is being
given by experts in this dis-
trict level workshop to edu-
cate them through innova-
tion. As the training is resi-
dential, the department has
made arrangements for ac-
commodation and food in
the training center. 80 teach-
ers and BRP inclusive edu-
cation master trainers of all
four development blocks
participated in the training
every day.

Dipak Kumar Basu met Governor Ms. Uikey
Raipur, Dec 03: Dipak
Kumar Basu, Managing
Director and State Head
of Indian Oil
Corporation Limited,
Raipur called on
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan. On
this occasion, Dipak
Kumar Basu, T.N. Sundar
Rajan, Mr. Shashi
Chowdhary, Mr. Sanjeev
Mathur and Mr. Amit
Kumar Khayaliya were fel-
citated with mementos.

Chhattisgarhi language is prosperous: Dr Kar

Raipur, Dec 03: State
level convention of
Literary Organization
‘Chand Ke Cha’ was organ-
ized with fun and gaiety at
Bais Bhavan here.
Linguist Dr Chittaranjan
Kar was the chief guest
while Kamal Verma, State
President of Chhattisgarh
Gazetted Officers
Association presided over
the programme. The other
special guests were Dr
Sudhir Sharma, Linguist,
Vijay Mishra noted the-
atre artist, Puran Singh
Bais, President Bais
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj,
Arun Nigam, founder of
the organization and

many others. Arun Nigam
has taken initiative to
write Chhattisgarhi lan-
guage in a proper manner.
In the programme works
of Bodhanraj Nishadraj,
Suchi Sahu and Jagdish

Sahu were released.
In his speech Dr

Kar said, grammar of any
language can be used in
any other language.
Kamal Verma congratulat-
ed all who are busy in

making Chhattisgarhi lan-
guage rich.

In this series Vijay
Mishra said, spider is
known for its natural in-
stinct and spins a well knit
web. In the same way lin-

QSR Chain Fat Tiger opens its new outlet in Raipur
Raipur, Dec 03: Quick
Restaurant Chain Fat
Tiger has recently inaugu-
rated its first franchise-
owned restaurant in
Raipur. The store is spread
across an area of 1810 sq.
ft. in carpet area. The out-
let is situated at Akash
Tower, Shangar Nagar,
Raipur  in order to attract
a large number of youth,
families, students, and
anyone who enjoys Pan
Asian cuisine in various
flavours.

Fat Tiger is a modern
Qsr and Café chain that of-
fers Momo, Burgers, Pizza,
Drinks and much more
here in the city. The chain
brings internationally ac-
claimed teas, beverages
and expertly made momos
and much more to India,
along with options for nu-
tritious meals.

As a part of their recent
expansion plans, they
have added this outlet to
its pre-existing 50+ outlets
in 22 cities, strengthening
its already strong presence
across the country. The
brand is also planning to
open 200 more offline out-
lets in the forthcoming 30-
36 months. Mr. Sahaj
Chopra and Mr. Sahil

Arya, Co-Founders and
Directors of Fat Tiger,
stated in response to the
announcement, “We are
happy to open a new store
in a new city and to steadi-
ly expand across the coun-
try. We are excited to wel-
come new customer feed-
backs and to witness their
experiences relating toour
servings. We hope our new

store enjoys same love and
trust from our customers.
We promise to bring both
enjoyment and a delec-
table food experience to
our patrons with the open-
ing of our new outlet in
the heart of Raipur. Our
goal is to spread happiness
by sharing small pockets
of love (dim sums) and big
sips of chilled modern tea
with everyone. Talking
about the brand, they add,
“ At Fat Tiger, we take
things a step further by in-
troducing the flavourful
family of Momos alone
with much more to offer in
the menu made from some
of the finest ingredients
and of a curated menu.
Meanwhile, bringing the
newly adopted interna-
tional trade to the well-
travelled Indian palate and
great prices.

Bhagat instructs to prepare
separate logo of Culture Dept
Raipur, Dec 03: A meeting
of the Chhattisgarh
Culture Council was held
under the chairmanship of
Culture Minister Mr.
Amarjit Bhagat.
Presidents and members
of academies and research
institutes specially partici-
pated in the meeting. The
meeting took place at
Surguja Kutir located in
MLA Colony, Raipur. It is
noteworthy that Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel is the President of
Chhattisgarh Culture
Council and Culture
Minister Mr. Bhagat is the
Vice President of the
Council. The pre-budget
preparations were dis-
cussed in detail in the
meeting chaired by
Minister  Bhagat. Point-
wise discussion was held
in the meeting regarding
the work done in the finan-
cial year 2022-23 and the
work plans to be done in
the next financial year
2023-24. In the meeting,
presidents and members of
academies and research
institutes presented their
respective action plans in
relation to preserving dif-

ferent genres of art and
culture, their promotion
and innovation. Minister
Mr. Bhagat emphasized on
working in the direction of
furthering all genres in-
cluding Tribal and Folk
Arts Academy, Kala
Academy, Sahitya
Academy. Minister Mr.
Bhagat instructed the offi-
cers to prepare a separate
logo of the Culture
Department.

Vice President of
Chhattisgarh Culture
Council Mr. Bhagat said
that under the guidance of
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, the inten-
tion of conservation and
promotion by bringing all
the arts, culture and tradi-

tions of the state under
one roof is becoming
meaningful. In the last 04
years, result-oriented
works have been done to
preserve and take forward
the dying genres in the
state. He said that
Chhattisgarh has got a
new identity at the nation-
al and international level
through the National
Tribal Dance Festival.

In the meeting of the
Council, the Secretary of
Culture and Archeology
Department Mr.
Anbalagan P., Director
Culture Mr. Vivek
Acharya, President of
Chhattisgarh Sindhi
Academy, Mr. Ram Gidlani,
President of Tribal and

Folk Arts Academy, Mr.
Navalkishore Shukla,
Director of Kala Academy,
Mr. Yogendra Tripathi,
Shri Ramkumar Tiwari,
President of Shrikant
Verma Shodhpeeth,
P a i n t i n g - S c u l p t u r e
Specialist Ms. Sunita
Verma, Dance Specialist
Ms. Vasanti Vaishnav, Art
Specialist Mr. Bhupesh
Tiwari, Chhattisgarh
Official Language
Secretary Dr. Anil
Bhatpahari, Vice President
of Sindhi Academy
Member Mr. Nanak
Railwani, Lok Kala
Akademi Shri Kalicharan
Yadav, Member, and senior
officials of the Culture
Department were present.
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At the conclusion of
Constitution Week

State level convention
of ‘Chand Ke Cha’ 

 At KPS Sarona

 From Class 1 to 12 
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Jagdalpur, Dec 03:
Continuous action is
being taken against anti-
social elements in the dis-
trict. In which a special
campaign has been
launched in different
areas of Bastar district
against the permanent
warranties who have been

absconding for many
years. The police arrested
50 permanent warrantees
and produced them in the
court.

Separate teams were
formed under the guid-
ance of Bastar SP
Jitendra Singh Meena,
ASP Nivedita Paul and su-
pervision of City
Superintendent of Police

Vikas Kumar. The formed
teams were sent to take ac-
tion against permanent
warranty. Criminals of
the district who were ab-
sconding for a long time
after committing the
crime were rounded off.
On this a permanent war-
rant was issued by the
Court. Action has been
taken to catch such ab-
sconding permanent war-
rantees under a special
drive. 50 warrantees in-
cluding 15 from Police
Station Kotwali, 17 from

Police Station Bodhghat, 9
from Police Station
Bhanpuri, 5 from Police
Station Nagarnar, 3 from
Bastar and 1 from police
Station Lohdiguda of the
district, were produced be-
fore the court.

Officers who played im-
portant role in this includ-
ed DSP (Probationary)
Ashish Netam, Inspector
Eman Sahu, Lalji Sinha,
Kishore Kenwat,
Budhram Nag, Liladhar
Rathore, Tameshwar
Chauhan, SI Pramod

Thakur, AI Lambodar
Kashyap, Narhari
Vaishnav, Vinayak
Thakur, Satish Yadav,
Dilip Thakur,
Laxminarayan Dhruv,
Satish Yaduraj, Subhash
Singh, Head Constable
Nakul Kashyap, Umesh
Chandel, Lavan
Panigrahi, Pawan

Srivastava, Sunil Manhar,
Narendra Narayan
Prabhakar, Kheduram
Maurya, Pileshwar Sahu,
Constable Prakash Nayak,
Yuvraj Thakur, Ravi
Sardar, Bhupendra
Netam, Yashwant Nareti,
Prem Verma and Sunita
Singh, Lalita Taram and
Reena.

Youth getting opportunity to show
their talent in Youth Festival: Kanwar
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 03: The two-
day district level youth fes-
tival, organized under the
aegis of District
Administration and Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, was inaugu-
rated in the premises of
Vidyut Grih Higher East
Secondary School.

The program was inau-
gurated by District
Panchayat President
Shivkala Kanwar, who was
included as the chief guest,
in the presence of District
Collector Sanjeev Jha. On
the first day of the festival,
1073 participants of the dis-
trict displayed their talent
in 38 different genres, and
the festival will conclude
on December 2.

On this occasion, District
Panchayat President Mrs.
Kanwar said that the state
government has always
been working to give im-

portance to the traditional
folk art, culture and sports
activities of Chhattisgarh
and now the participants of
the rural and urban areas
of the district are getting a
better opportunity to show-
case their talent through
the District Level Youth
Festival.

On this occasion,
Collector Sanjeev Jha said
that the government is
working towards promot-
ing the cultural, traditional
and sports activities of the
state. District Panchayat
CEO Nutan Kanwar,
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Prabhakar

Pandey, Korba SDM Seema
Patre, Korba District CEO
Ruchi Shardul, Tehsildar
Mukesh Dewangan,
Municipal Corporation
Mayor in Council Santosh
Singh Rathore and other
public representatives offi-
cers, staff and participants
were present.

Central Chronicle News

BBeerrllaa,,  DDeecc  0033:: A new case of
embezzlement of extra rice
from government ration shop,
in Gram Panchayat Danganiya,
under Berla Janpad Panchayat
has come to fore. According to
the information, the whole
matter is related to the distur-
bance in the distribution of ra-
tion in the government fair
price shop operated in village
Dangania under Berla develop-
ment block, including the main
village Danganiya (B) and sub-
sidiary village Chongi Khapri,
which has around 500 BPL-APL
and Antyodaya ration card
holders. 

According to information re-
ceived, in this regard, a person
Balram Sen father Pardeshi
Sen of the local Dangania (B)
village whose ration card num-
ber 226509628364 has given a
complaint in the District
Collectorate. According to the
complaint, additional 25 kg ra-
tion has not been given in their

ration card in May 2022 and
June 2022 and 10 kg extra rice
in the current month of
November 2022. 

The complaint has been

done against Kanti Bai Gupta,
president of the village Sheetla
Food Security and Nutrition
Consumer Services
Cooperative Society, and

seller Uttam Gupta. It is note-
worthy that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the central
government had announced to
give additional rice as ration
for three months from October
2022 to December 2022. 

In which due to technical
flaws, distribution could not be
done throughout the month of
October. Therefore, for two
months (October 2022 and
November 2022), it was an-
nounced to give additional ra-
tion of the central government
to the beneficiaries at one go. 
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Bilaspur, Dec 03:
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Bilaspur is to or-
ganize a blood donation
camp, an International
seminar and Bilaspur
Super-30 in December
2022. Preparations have
been intensified in the
group for these programs
useful for school and col-
lege students, education-
ists, research scholars as
well as the society.

On the occasion of
World AIDS Day on 1st
December, a blood dona-
tion camp was organized
with the joint effort of
Red Ribbon Club, NCC

and NSS unit of
Chouksey Group. In this
event, along with Balaji
Charitable Blood Center,
Chouksey Group motivat-
ed the general public for
blood donation.

The staff and students of
Engineering College,
School of Pharmacy,
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce con-
tributed to this program
where a total of 180 units of
blood were donated.

Earlier in 2022, a blood
donation camp was organ-
ized on the
birthday(August) of the
Managing Director, in
which 68 units of blood
were donated. The
Chouksey Group of
Colleges has been working
from time to time towards
three public awareness and

social concern.
The development that

has happened so far in the
world is the result of re-
search. Research is impor-
tant in all areas of the
world. The present era is
the era of continuous new
research.

A two-day International

seminar "VIMARSH-2k22"
is being organized on 16th-
17th December 2022 at
Choksey Group of
Colleges. Renowned educa-
tionists and experts from
Sri Lanka, Taiwan,
Singapore, Thailand will
participate in it.

Recent research on all

subjects of Technology,
Management, Pharmacy,
Commerce and Science
will be presented in
Vimarsh 2022. Through
seminar Chouksey Group
of Colleges will provide a
platform to the students
and academicians to pres-
ent their research and will

also act as an incentive for
more research work in fu-
ture.

Chouksey Group of
Colleges is organizing
Bilaspur Super-30 (second
edition) from 19th to 21st
December 2022 for school
students (higher second-
ary) and polytechnic stu-
dents of Bilaspur and sur-
rounding areas. Cricket,
Football, Pro-Kabaddi and
Badminton competition
will be organized under
"Sports Saga" in this mega
event.

Sports Saga will be or-
ganized under the joint
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Kabaddi Association,
Bilaspur Kabaddi
Association, Bilaspur,
Badminton Association
and District Football
Association. Quiz

Competition, Need for
Speed (Gaming)
Competition, Counter
Strike (Gaming)
Competition and Fun
Games will be organized
under "Skill and Thrill".
Fashion show and Dance
competition will be organ-
ized under "Harlem
Nights".

Today's era is considered
to be the era of competi-
tion. Through Super 30, a
greater platform will be
provided to the school stu-
dents, where they will be
able to learn the lesson of
competition, team and co-
ordination along with the
spirit of sports.

They will be able to ex-
hibit their art and ability
in various competitions
and will also be able to re-
ceive a reward.

Collector inspects 
District Transport Office

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 03: District
Collector Rahul Deo here
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the District
Transport Office located
at village Dharampura
and he took detailed infor-
mation about license, per-
mit, fitness, registration of
vehicles, renaming, pollu-
tion checking center and
other works for vehicle op-
eration. He also examined
the license application
and issued instructions to
complete the process as
per rules.

The Collector himself
examined the documents
related to all the activities
conducted in the

Transport Office and said
that the general public
should not face any kind
of problems. He also in-
structed the transport of-
fice to issue fitness certifi-
cates only after ensuring

compliance of prescribed
standards including speed
governor device during
the physical test process of
goods vehicles.

District Transport
Officer Aseem Mathur

said that the 'Tunhar
Sarkar, Tunhar Dwar'
scheme has been started
by the Transport
Department, in which li-
cense and registration cer-
tificate and other trans-
port services are delivered
to their doorstep through
speed post.

He informed that the
Transport Facility Center
is also being operated in
the district to make learn-
ing license, in which
learning license appli-
cants are being made im-
mediately. On this occa-
sion, officers of the con-
cerned department in-
cluding Additional
Collector Tirthraj
Agarwal were present.
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From different police
station areas of
Bastar district
Accused were
absconding for many
years, arrested and
presented in the
court

To organize more 
big events in Dec

Community leaders demand 
to make Rajim a district
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Rajim, Dec 02: District
Magistrate Prabhat Malik
has called an important
meeting of the representa-
tives of all societies and
community leaders on
Thursday regarding the
possible visit of Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel in district
Gariaband on 5th and 6th
December. The meeting
was attended by Samaj
and community heads, in
proximity.

Meanwhile, Sahu Samaj
Rajim Bhaktin Mata
Samiti submitted a memo-
randum of 7-point de-
mands to the Chief
Minister of the state to the
District Magistrate, which
includes making Rajim a

district, construction of
high-tech bus stand in the
name of Rajim Bhaktin
Mata, construction of CC
road to visit Rajim
Bhaktin Mata
Dharamshala among vari-

ous others.
Prominent among those

who submitted the memo-
randum are Bhuneshwar
Sahu, Vice President of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh, Lala Sahu,

President of Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Samiti,
Yogesh Sahu, Convener of
Youth Cell of Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Samiti,
Sharad Parkar, Youth
President of Nishad
Samaj, District President
of Patel Samaj, Somnath
Patel, area president of
Sahu Samaj Gopal Sahu,
general secretary of Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Samiti
Sohan Sahu.

Rajim holds special im-
portance politically, eco-
nomically, commercially
and culturally and Rajim
has its own special place
in India including entire
Chhattisgarh and the peo-
ple of the district are
awaiting the arrival of the
CM for Rajim to be de-
clared a district.

Chouksey Group of Colleges hold blood donation camp VC IGNTU receives
‘Pandit Makhan Lal
Chaturvedi’ award

AAmmaarrkkaannaatthhaakk..  DDeecc  0033::
University (IGNTU),
Amarkantak  Professor S.P.M.
Tripathi was awarded the All
India Prestigious Award
'Pandit Makhan Lal
Chaturvedi' award for the work
"Man Manas Mein Ram".  Not
only the university family but
the entire Rewa section is
proud of this achievement of
the Vice-Chancellor. 

Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi National Tribal 

Embezzlement of rice from 
govt ration shop reported

"A complaint has been sub-
mitted by me to the
Collectorate office highlighting
the matter of disturbance on
the distribution of ration in the
village, on which I demand im-
mediate investigation and ac-
tion."

((BBaallrraamm  SSeenn,,  CCoommppllaaiinnaanntt))

"A complaint was given in
this regard by an applicant of
the village to the Collectorate
office, which has been re-
ceived through Berla SDM,
proper action will be taken
soon after investigation."

((DDaalleesshhwwaarr  SSaahhuu,,  FFoooodd
IInnssppeeccttoorr  BBeerrllaa))  

50 permanent warrantees arrested 
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Dia Mirza launches Dr Shroff’s life-based
story ‘Success Mantras and Musings’

Ahmedabad, Dec 03: 

At an august event the
effervescent and gorgeous
actress Dia Mirza
launched the book
‘Success Mantras and
Musings – Edupreneur
Manjula Pooja Shroff ’s
which journals Dr.
Shroff ’s dreams accom-
plished, challenges over-
come, and faith height-
ened. The book has 19
chapters that outline and
delve into her life learn-
ings, it is a culmination of
rich experiences, ideas,
and examples of living
that drive her to excel,
nurture young minds, sup-
port individual journeys,
and encourage faith and
self-reliance. The book is
authored by Ms. Anurita
Rathore Jadeja, an experi-

enced journalist and
media professional from
Ahmedabad. This master-
piece is pressed to the
pages by Ms. Renu Kaul
Verma from Vitasta
Publishing Pvt. Ltd

Ms. Dia Mirza Rekhi,
speaking about the book
shares, “Dr. Shroff is an
inspiration to all, I feel
proud as a woman that she
took such daring steps de-
spite facing many odds.
The book on Dr. Shroff is
very inspiring as she has
shared her whole life jour-
ney with us with all the
ups and downs, I could re-
late to a lot of instances
and felt a heart-warming
connection to it. This
book is a reader’s delight;
I loved it as it is a gem in
itself.

Dr. Manjula Pooja

Shroff, MD. CEO Kalorex
Group talks about her
book, “A book is a great
way to tell a story. This
book brings out elements
that haven’t been written
yet. It’s even surprising to
me that I would have so
many facets. I feel very
grateful and privileged
today that there’s a docu-
ment of my life. When
you are inherently confi-
dent, you look at things
the way they are. The
unique thing about this
book is that it brings out
my feelings about the past
and makes me think
about how I started.

Anurita Rathore
Jadeja, author of the
book, on what inspired
her to write this book,
“When I came across Dr.
Manjula Pooja Shroff, I
wanted to know her. She’s
someone who can infuse
joy and laughter, who’s
gone through pain, but
not bogged down by all of
it. Her wholesome spirit
and personality made me
want to write this book. I
could sense the pain that
she’s gone through and as
we both come from simi-
lar backgrounds. It has
been great working with
her.”

‘India never favours war, violence’
Bengaluru, Dec 03 (PTI) 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Saturday said India nei-
ther troubles others nor
does it spare those who
trouble the country.

India never favoured
war and violence but it
cannot remain neutral to
injustice and oppression,
Singh said.

“We all believe that
India is a country which
had always been peace lov-
ing. War and violence
were never our nature.
India neither attacked any
other country, nor it occu-
pied even an inch of any
other country’s land. This
is India’s character,” the
Defence Minister said.

Singh was speaking at
the Gita Dana Yajna or-
ganised by the
International Society for

Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) at its magnifi-
cent Rajadhiraja Govinda
temple in Vasantapura in
Bengaluru.

“The world should also
know that India doesn’t
like war and violence, but
staying neutral to the in-
justice and oppression is
also not part of our char-
acter,” he said without

elaborating.
The Union Minister ex-

plained the circum-
stances that led to the
Battle of Mahabharata.

It was on the battlefield
of Kurukshetra where
Lord Sri Krishna deliv-
ered his epic lecture
which came to be known
as Srimad Bhagwad Gita,
he said. The Defence
Minister told the gather-
ing that the Pandavas, the
central character of the
Hindu epic Mahabharata
were ready to settle for
five villages after spend-
ing years in exile but the
Kauravas were not ready
to part with land measur-
ing the cusp of a needle.
This denial had led to the
battle, which ended by es-
tablishing the victory of
virtues. “That’s why I
often say that India never
troubles others but if

someone troubles us,
India will not spare them.
This is the message of
Bhagwad Gita,” Singh
said.

He also told the audi-
ence that the content of
Gita makes it eternal and
universal. Reading
Bhagwad Gita and imbib-
ing it in life makes a per-
son fearless, he added.

The ISKCON
Bengaluru has decided to
donate one lakh copies of
Bhagwad Gita through
out this month, apart
from organising cultural
and religious events.

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, former Chief
Minister B S
Yediyurappa and ISRO
chairman S Somanath
were among the digni-
taries who were present
on the occasion.

Gangster shot dead in front of house in Sikar
Sikar (Rajasthan), Dec 03 (PTI) 

A gangster was shot
dead by five men at the
gate of his house in
Rajasthan’s Sikar district
on Saturday, police said.

Another man who had
gone to meet his daughter
studying in a coaching in-
stitute there was also hit
by bullets and died.

Raju Theth, who had
several criminal cases
against him and was on
bail, was the rival of
dreaded criminal
Anandpal Singh, who was
killed in a police en-

counter in June 2017.
Five assailants opened

fire at Theth at the main
gate of his house on
Piprali road under Udyog
Nagar police station,
Superintendent of Police
Kunwar Rasthradeep told
PTI. Another official said
that a man identified as
Tarachand who was pres-
ent there was also hit by
bullets and died.
Tarachand’s daughter
studies in a coaching insti-
tute on Piprali road and he
had reached there to meet
her but the accused also
fired at him thinking that

he was an aide of Theth.
Director General of Police
(DGP) Umesh Mishra said
four of the five suspects
involved in the murder
case have been identified.
The situation in Sikar is
peaceful and is being mon-
itored, he added. One
CCTV footage surfaced in
which the accused are
seen present with Theth at
the gate of his house.

When the accused went
there, a tractor trolley also
reached in front of the
house and it was stranded
when the assailants
opened fire at Theth.

Gender-neutral oath of Kudumbashree
irks Islamic scholar in Kerala

Kozhikode (Kerala), Dec 03 (PTI) 

An Islamic scholar has
come out against an oath
administered to the volun-
teers of Kudumbashree,
an all-women network
under the Kerala govern-
ment, as part of its gender
campaign saying some
portions of it violated reli-
gious freedom and goes
against the principles of
Quran. The portion of the
pledge that a female mem-
ber of a family should
have equal property rights
over her father’s property,
did not go down well with
Nasar Faizi Koodathayi, a
prominent leader of
Samastha Kerala Jam-
Iyathul Qutba Committee,
an influential Islamic
body. The oath is part of a
circular, issued by the dis-
trict coordinator of the
Kudumbashree Mission,

the poverty eradication
mission of the state gov-
ernment, to administer
during its gender resource
meetings.

“We will provide equal
rights for both male and fe-
male over the property,”
the circular said among
other things.

Taking strong exception
to this, Koodathayi said
the pledge was against the
fundamental rights of reli-
gious freedom granted by
the Constitution.

In a recent Facebook
post, he said the state gov-
ernment has been organis-
ing various commendable
projects through
Kudumbashree as part of
the gender campaign con-
ducted by the Union
Ministry of Rural
Development.

However, some elements
among them amounted to

violating the fundamental
rights of religious free-
dom, he claimed.

“There is a proposal (in
the circular) to take a
pledge in the gender re-
source meeting in
Kudumbashree during the
fourth week. In the last
portion of the pledge, it
asks women members to
say: We will give property
rights to sons and daugh-
ters equally,” he said.

He claimed that as per
the Holy Quran, a man has
a share of property equal
to that of two women and
the female member has
been allowed half of what
a male member gets from
father’s property.

But, this could not be
considered as a discrimi-
nation as the man has the
complete responsibility of
looking after the family,
the scholar further said.

From Shimla to Surat, urban apathy to voting persists: EC
New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI) 

The Election
Commission on Saturday
said the voting percentage
increased in many con-
stituencies in Gujarat in
the first-phase polling but
the overall turnout was di-
minished by the urban apa-
thy to voting in key dis-
tricts such as Surat, Rajkot
and Jamnagar.

In urban constituencies
in Himachal Pradesh too
many voters shied away
from polling stations in the
assembly elections held
last month.

The urban assembly seat
of Shimla in Himachal
Pradesh recorded the low-
est turnout in the state at
62.53 per cent, 13 percent-
age points less than the
state average of 75.6 per
cent.

Cities in Gujarat have
also shown the trend of
urban apathy to voting,
pulling down the overall
turnout in the first phase,

the EC said. Voter turnout
in Surat, Rajkot and
Jamnagar was lower than
the overall 63.3 per cent in
the first phase of Gujarat
assembly elections, the poll
panel said.

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar appealed to the vot-
ers of Gujarat to come out
in large numbers during
the second-phase polling
on December 5 to make up
for the low voting in the
first phase.

The possibility of sur-
passing the 2017 voting per-
centage now depends on
their increased participa-
tion, he said, according to
the Election Commission.

The Gandhidham seat in
Kachchh district, which
has industrial establish-
ments, recorded the lowest
polling percentage of 47.8
per cent, a sharp decline of
6.34 percentage points from
the 2017 turnout. The latest
turnout was a new low, it
said. The second lowest

voting was in the Karanj
constituency of Surat,
which was also 5.37 per-
centage points lower than
its own low of 55.91 per
cent in 2017.

Major cities and urban
areas of Gujarat have not
only recorded decline in
voting percentage as com-
pared to the 2017 elections,
they have also voted much
less than the state average
of 63.3 per cent, the poll
panel said.

The voting percentage in
the first phase of election
in 2017 was 66.79 per cent.
“Had the voting percentage
in these assembly con-
stituencies been even equal
to the level of their own
voting percentage in 2017
election, the state average
would have been more than
65 per cent,” the EC under-
lined in a statement. There
was a visible difference in
the turnouts between rural
and urban constituencies.
The difference is as wide as
34.85 percentage points be-

tween the rural constituen-
cy of Dediapada in
Narmada district (82.71 per
cent) and the urban seat of
Gandhidham (47.86 pc).
Also, the average turnout
in important urban areas
is lower than the turnout
in rural constituencies.
“Within many districts,
rural constituencies have
voted much more than the
urban constituencies. For
example, in Rajkot, there is
a decline (in turnout) in all
the urban assembly con-
stituencies,” it said. CEC
Kumar has been working
continuously to address
the issue of apathy to-
wards voting by urban vot-
ers and the youth. Kumar
has been urging state chief
electoral officers to identi-
fy seats and polling sta-
tions with a low voter
turnout to ensure targeted
interventions to raise
awareness and break the
stranglehold of urban apa-
thy by reaching out to vot-
ers.

DEVOTEES THRONG TEMPLE

Ayyappa devotees at Sabarimala temple, in Pathanamthitta, Saturday.

BRIEF

Cycle rally 
 Jammu: The Jammu

Municipal
Corporation (JMC) in
association with
Jammu Smart City
Limited (JSCL) on
Saturday organised a
cycle rally as part of
government pro-
gramme ‘My Town
My Pride - Jan
Abhiyan’ with focus
on youth, skills and
self-employment, an
official said. The rally
was flagged off by the
JMC, Commissioner
and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of
JSCL, Rahul Yadav
from Bus Stand,
Jammu.

Suspended 
 Barwani: A govern-

ment school teacher
has been suspended
for attending the
Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Barwani district, an
official said on
Saturday. Rajesh
Kannoje, a teacher
with a primary school
under the state’s
Tribal Affairs
Department in
Kanasya, was sus-
pended on November
25, a day after he took
part in the yatra. The
issue came to light
after his suspension
order surfaced on so-
cial media.

Fire 
 Mumbai: A fire

broke out at a flat in a
22-storey building in
suburban Malad here
on Saturday, but there
was no report of in-
jury to anyone, a civic
official said. The blaze
erupted in the flat lo-
cated on the third
floor of Marina
Enclave building in
Jankalyan Nagar in
Malad around 11 am.
At least four fire ten-
ders were rushed to
the spot and the fire
was doused within 15
minutes, he said,
adding that nobody
was injured in the in-
cident.

Suicide
 Jaipur: A woman al-

legedly committed sui-
cide by hanging her-
self at her house in
Rajasthan’s Dausa dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday. The de-
ceased was identified
as Gayatri Devi, they
said. The woman’s
husband Sandeep,
who works as a home
guard, was on duty
when the incident
took place, Station
House Officer
(Mahua) Jitendra
Singh said.

Video 
 Jaipur: A day be-

fore Bharat Jodo
Yatra is slated to
enter Rajasthan,
Congress leader and
former deputy chief
minister Sachin
Pilot on Saturday re-
leased a video wel-
coming Rahul
Gandhi. “Entire
Rajasthan is joining
Rahul ji’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge pays
tribute to first president
of India Rajendra Prasad
on his birth anniversary,
at Parliament in New
Delhi, Saturday.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh speaks during the in-
auguration of the ‘Gita
Dana Yajna Mahotsava’ on
the occasion of Gita
Jayanti, at ISKCON Sri
Rajadhiraja Govinda temple
in Bengaluru, Saturday.



BIDEN IN BOSTON

President Joe Biden is greeted by from left, Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and Lisa Wieland,
CEO of Massport, as he arrives at Boston Logan International Airport in Boston. Biden is in Boston to meet with
Britain’s Prince William, participate in an IBEW phone bank and attend a Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee reception. 
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Punta del Este
(Uruguay), Dec 03 (AP):
More than 2,000 experts
wrapped up a week of ne-
gotiations on plastic pollu-
tion Friday, at one of the
largest global gatherings
ever to address what even
industry leaders in plas-
tics say is a crisis.

It was the first meeting
of a United Nations com-
mittee set up to draft what
is intended to be a land-
mark treaty to bring an
end to plastic pollution
globally. “The world needs
this treaty because we are
producing plastics by the
billions,” said Jyoti
Mathur-Filipp, executive
secretary of the

I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Negotiating Committee
for plastics in an inter-
view with The Associated
Press. “Billions of tons of
plastics are being pro-
duced every year and
there is absolutely no way
to ensure that this plastic
doesn’t end up in the envi-
ronment.”

Entire beaches on what
used to be pristine islands
are now mounded with
trash. Examination of a
random handful of sand
in many places reveals
pieces of plastic.

The United Nations
Environment Programme
held the meeting in a city
known for its beaches,

Punta del Este, Uruguay,
from Monday through
Friday.

Delegates from more
than 150 countries, plastic
industry representatives,
environmentalists, scien-
tists, waste pickers, tribal
leaders and others affect-
ed by the pollution attend-
ed in person or virtually.
Waste pickers are seeking
recognition of their work
and a just transition to
fairly remunerated,
healthy and sustainable
jobs. Even in this first
meeting of five planned
over the next two years,
factions came into focus.
Some countries pressed
for top-down global man-

dates, some for national
solutions and others for
both. If an agreement is
eventually adopted, it
would be the first legally-
binding global treaty to
combat plastic pollution.

Leading the industry
point of view was the
American Chemistry
Council, a trade associa-
tion for chemical compa-
nies. Joshua Baca, vice
president of the plastics
division, said companies
want to work with govern-
ments on the issue be-
cause they also are frus-
trated by the problem. But
he said they won’t support
production restrictions,
as some countries want.

Negotiators take first steps toward
plastic pollution treaty

Washington, Dec 03 (PTI):

The IMF “fully supports”
the G20 agenda of India,
which is planning to use the
ongoing global crises as an
opportunity to seek consen-
sus on issues that require ur-
gent attention, a senior offi-
cial from the international
financial body has said.
India formally assumed the
G20 Presidency on Thursday.

“They (India) are putting
together a collective agenda
for a much more prosperous
future,” Ceyla
Pazarbasioglu, Director of
the Strategy and Policy
Review department at the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF), told a group of
reporters ahead of her trip

to China and India next
week.

“They (India) plan to use
the ongoing (global) crises as
an opportunity to seek con-
sensus on issues that really
require urgent attention,”
she said on Thursday.

Pazarbasioglu was appar-
ently referring to the food
and energy crises due to the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war. The IMF “fully sup-
ports” the G20 agenda of
India, she said. The theme
of India’s G20 presidency
is “One Earth, One Family,
One Future.” “This means
that India is prioritising
the need to set aside differ-
ences and work at the local
level, the federal level, the
international level,” ex-

plained the IMF official.
India, she said, played an im-
portant role in negotiating
the G20 declaration in Bali,
Indonesia.

“As you know, we haven’t
been able to have a declara-
tion or a communique in the
past two ministerial meet-
ings, they were chair sum-
maries. I will not go into de-
tails on how many hours
those took. But so this was a
major achievement, which

included very strong lan-
guage, that most members
condemned the war in
Ukraine,” she said.

The G20’s Bali
Declaration last month ac-
knowledged differences
among members on the
Russia-Ukraine war but
stressed that it was essential
to adhere to international
law, including the protection
of civilians caught in con-
flicts.

IMF says it fully supports India’s G20 agenda
Washington, Dec 03 (PTI):

“India is a part of me
and I carry it with me
wherever I go,” Google and
Alphabet CEO Sundar
Pichai said, as he received
the prestigious Padma
Bhushan award from the
Indian envoy to the US.

Indian-American Pichai
was awarded the Padma
Bhushan for 2022 in the
Trade and Industry cate-
gory. The Madurai-born
Pichai was named one of
the 17 awardees earlier
this year.

He received India’s
third-highest civilian
award in the presence of
his close family members
in San Francisco on
Friday.

“I am deeply grateful to
the Indian government
and the people of India for
this immense honour. It is
incredibly meaningful to
be honoured in this way

by the country that
shaped me,” 50-year-old
Pichai said while accept-
ing the award from India’s
Ambassador to the US,
Taranjit Singh Sandhu.

“India is a part of me. I
carry it with me wherever
I go. (Unlike this beautiful
award which I will keep
somewhere safe),” he
said. “I was fortunate to
grow up in a family that
cherished learning and
knowledge, with parents
who sacrificed a lot to

make sure I had opportu-
nities to explore my inter-
ests,” Pichai said.

India’s Consul General
in San Francisco, T V
Nagendra Prasad, was
also present during the
event. “Delighted to hand
over Padma Bhushan to
CEO @Google & Alphabet
@sundarpichai in San
Francisco. Sundar’s inspi-
rational journey from
Madurai to Mountain
View, strengthening
India-US economic & tech.

ties, reaffirms Indian tal-
ent’s contribution to glob-
al innovation,” Sandhu
tweeted.

He said that Pichai rep-
resented the limitless pos-
sibilities of technology for
transformation.

“He has been making
commendable efforts to-
wards making digital
tools, and skills accessible
to across various seg-
ments of the society in dif-
ferent parts of the globe,”
he said. Recalling Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of technology that
combines 3Ss - speed, sim-
plicity and service,
Sandhu hoped that Google
would make full use of the
digital revolution happen-
ing in India.

Pichai said that it had
been amazing to return
to India many times over
the years to see the rapid
pace of technological
change.

India is a part of me: Google and Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai

Washington, Dec 03 (PTI):

The United States has
designated 12 countries, in-
cluding China, Pakistan
and Myanmar, as “coun-
tries of particular con-
cern” for the current status
of religious freedom in
these nations.

Announcing this on
Friday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
around the world, govern-
ments and non-state actors
harass, threaten, jail, and
even kill individuals on ac-
count of their beliefs.

In some instances, they
stifle individuals’ freedom
of religion or belief to ex-
ploit opportunities for po-
litical gain. These actions
sow division, undermine
economic security, and
threaten political stability

and peace. The US will not
stand by in the face of
these abuses.

“Today, I am announcing
designations against
Burma (Myanmar), the
People’s Republic of
China, Cuba, Eritrea, Iran,
Nicaragua, the DPRK,
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan as
Countries of Particular
Concern under the
International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 for

having engaged in or toler-
ated particularly severe vi-
olations of religious free-
dom,” he said.

Simultaneously, Blinken
also placed Algeria, the
Central African Republic,
Comoros and Vietnam on
the Special Watch List for
engaging in or tolerating
severe violations of reli-
gious freedom.

The US also designated
al-Shabab, Boko Haram,
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the
Houthis, ISIS-Greater
Sahara, ISIS-West Africa,
Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam
wal-Muslimin, the Taliban,
and the Wagner Group
based on its actions in the
Central African Republic
as “Entities of Particular
Concern”.

“Our announcement of
these designations is in

keeping with our values
and interests to protect na-
tional security and to ad-
vance human rights
around the globe.
Countries that effectively
safeguard this and other
human rights are more
peaceful, stable, prosper-
ous and more reliable part-
ners of the United States
than those that do not,”
Blinken said.

Blinken said the US will
continue to carefully moni-
tor the status of freedom of
religion or belief in every
country around the world
and advocate for those fac-
ing religious persecution
or discrimination.

“We will also regularly
engage countries about our
concerns regarding limita-
tions on freedom of reli-
gion or belief, regardless of

whether those countries
have been designated,” he
said.

The US, he said, wel-
comes the opportunity to
meet with all governments
to address laws and prac-
tices that do not meet inter-
national standards and
commitments, and to out-
line concrete steps in a
pathway to removal from
these lists.

Meanwhile, ahead of the
announcement of such an
annual designation by the
State Department, there
were massive lobbying ef-
forts by groups like Indian
American Muslim Council
and pressures from organi-
sations like the US
Commission for
International Religious
Freedom to designate India
as a Country of Concern.

US designates Pak, China, Myanmar and 9 others as ‘countries
of particular concern’ for religious freedom violationIslamabad, Dec 03 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan
has averted a default on
its repayment of USD 1
billion against a matured
international Sukuk
(Sharia-compliant bond)
three days ahead of
schedule on Friday.

The Express Tribune
reported on Saturday that
as per the actual sched-
ule, the country was to re-
turn the maturing invest-
ment in the US dollar-de-
nominated global bond on
December 5.

“Yes, we have made the
payment of USD 1 bil-
lion,” State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP)
Spokesperson Abid
Qamar told the newspa-
per. The bank has made
the payment to Citigroup
which would transfer the
funds onward to the in-

vestors.
Earlier, the risk of de-

fault measured through a
5-year credit default swap
(CDS) hit a record high of
123 per cent last month,
building strongly on the
perception that the coun-
try would fail to arrange
the payment amid its low
foreign exchange re-
serves. CDS is an insur-
ance derivative that cov-
ers the risk of default on
the repayment.

Experts, however, said
this was an ill-liquid and
low-volume traded deriva-
tive.

A little trade in CDS
had built a wrong percep-
tion of default on the re-
payment. Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar, for-
mer finance minister
Miftah Ismail, and SBP
Governor Jameel Ahmad
reiterated Pakistan would

not default on any of its
international payments
and it would make all pay-
ments as per schedule.

“It has more than the
required foreign curren-
cy reserves,” Ahmad said
last month. The percep-
tion about Pakistan’s like-
ly default formed when
Sri Lanka defaulted on its
global bond repayments
after its reserves dimin-
ished earlier this year.

The nation faced an
acute shortage of medi-
cines, petroleum prod-
ucts, and foods as well as
a political crisis.

Comparing Colombo
with Islamabad on the re-
payment capacity, an ex-
pert said Pakistan had a
small share of 7-8 per cent
of its total foreign debt
through floating interna-
tional bonds like
Eurobond and Sukuk.

Pakistan averts default; pays USD 1
billion Sukuk bond before schedule

Islamabad, Dec 03 (PTI):

Pakistan has summoned
Afghanistan’s Charge
d’Affaires in Islamabad
and conveyed to him its
deep concern over the at-
tack on the country’s Head
of Mission in Kabul, it
emerged on Saturday.

U b a i d - u r - R e h m a n
Nizamani survived an at-
tack on Pakistan’s em-
bassy in Kabul on Friday,
drawing immediate con-
demnation and a demand
for a probe from
Islamabad.

Nizamani was targeted
by unidentified gunmen
while taking a walk in the
embassy compound. His
guard was critically in-
jured in the attack.

The Pakistan Foreign
Office said in a late-night
statement that the Afghan
diplomat was summoned
on Friday evening and
“conveyed Pakistan’s
grave concern over the se-

rious incident in which,
thankfully, the Head of
Mission remained un-
hurt” but the guard was
seriously wounded.

“The Charge d’Affaires
was conveyed that securi-
ty and protection of
Pakistan’s diplomatic
Missions and personnel
was the responsibility of
the Afghan Interim
Government and that this

incident was an extremely
serious security lapse,” it
said.

Pakistan demanded that
perpetrators of the attack
must be apprehended and
brought to justice urgently,
an investigation be
launched into the serious
breach of security of the
embassy premises, and
that all necessary steps be
taken to ensure the securi-
ty of the diplomatic prem-
ises, officers and staff
working in Pakistan’s
Mission in Kabul and
Consulates in Jalalabad,
Kandahar, Herat and
Mazar-i-Sharif, it said.

Terming the attack
“highly unfortunate”, the
Afghan Charge d’Affaires
said that it was perpetrat-
ed by the common ene-
mies of Pakistan and
Afghanistan and has been
condemned by the Afghan
leadership in the
strongest possible terms
at the highest level.

He also informed that
the security of the
Pakistani diplomatic mis-
sions had already been
beefed up and the Afghan
authorities would leave
no stone unturned in
bringing the perpetrators
of this dastardly act to
justice.

Separately, Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari received a call
from Acting Foreign
Minister of Interim
Government of
Afghanistan Amir Khan
Muttaqi in the wake of
the attack, the Foreign
Office said.

Muttaqi strongly con-
demned the attack target-
ing Nizamani.
Reiterating Afghanistan’s
firm resolve to combat
terrorism, he assured the
foreign minister that the
Afghan government “will
bring the perpetrators of
this heinous attack to jus-
tice swiftly”.

Pak summons Afghan diplomat to convey
anguish over attack on its envoy in Kabul

U b a i d - u r - R e h m a n
Nizamani,  the country’s
Head of Mission in Kabul,
survived an attack on
Pakistan’s embassy in
Kabul on Friday. 

Antony Blinken
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Give CJI free hand
The dynamic CJI means

business and wants to clean
our sinking, stinking judicial
system at all levels. He has
said justice should be citizen-
centric. The government
should give the CJI a free
hand to streamline the judici-
ary, as was done in the past by
TN Seshan in the Election
Commission. We need com-
mitted and compassionate
judges with sound legal acu-
men and impeccable integri-
ty to deliver fair, full and com-
plete justice in accordance
with the law. No court has the
competence to issue direc-
tives contrary to the law. The
principles of public accounta-
bility and transparency in the
functioning of an institution
are essential for its proper
and effective governance. The
judiciary, too, must introspect
the rot within and take cor-
rective steps.

Anil Bhatia, Hisar

Can’t do it alone
We have seen the fate of up-

right IPS officer Sreekumar
and activist Setalvad, and
also NDTV. There are many
such instances since
Independence. The first prior-
ity of all politicians is to re-
main in power, and not public
welfare. The responsibility
rests with the people, who
should examine the inten-
tions of politicians, execu-
tives, judges and media hous-
es and support them accord-
ingly. The CJI may have the
intention to implement the
Constitution in true spirit, as
intended by our founding fa-
thers, but he may not be able
to do so alone. The country
may experience a sea change
through economic and social
equality and good education
among all citizens by imple-
menting the Constitution in
letter and spirit.

Purshotam Kumar, by mail

On divisive path
It will be a great injustice

to downplay or obliterate the
role of leaders of the freedom
struggle. The masses get mo-
tivation and direction from
leaders. Can the writer say
that the BJP has been in
power for two consecutive
terms without the key role
played by Modi? He certainly
cannot. Another interesting
fact given to support the col-
lective or democratic govern-
ing practices of India in the
past from Rigveda is the role
of Samiti and Sabha. A coun-
try where a huge section of
the population was consid-
ered untouchable and not al-
lowed to worship in temples
cannot think of having demo-
cratically elected representa-
tives in Samiti and Sabha
mentioned here. We were
weak because of these inher-
ent divisions and were invad-
ed frequently by foreigners.
Sadly, we appear to be on the
same path of dividing people
and ruling with less than
40% vote share and still
claiming to be the voice of
whole India.

Nirmal Singh, by mail
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Kochi: Lord Ayyappa devotees on their way to Sabarimala, at Ernakulam railway station in Kochi, Saturday, Dec 3.

LORD AYYAPPA DEVOTEES

T
errorism is a threat to whole nation, threatening territorial integrity, at-
tacking political institutions resulting interference in political independ-

ence, collapse of Government institutions and cultural degradation. India has
faced Pakistan sponsored terrorism in almost all the border states ever since in-
dependence and it is still continuing. Pakistan strategy is multipronged but aim
is disintegration of India. It worked overtime to prove that by means of terror-
ism this goal can be achieved without being pushed to wall by various interna-
tional organisations which are governed by international law or diplomacy.
Denial is the best mode and even if caught red handed put the blame on non
state actors, allow terrorists to establish training camps, ISI ranks providing lo-
gistics and subversive trainings with techniques and help them financially.
Dossier after dossier of incriminating evidences were of no use as Pakistan
shamelessly brazened out by simply saying provide more evidences. Terrorism
of 80’s-90’s in both Punjab and J&K are an example how Pakistan created havoc
in two Indian bordering states. With consistent efforts Punjab terrorism was de-
feated in a decade’s time but in J&K it continued unabated. Pakistan always day
dream to avenge Bangladesh creation by these razor cut inflicted wounds. In
2001 after 9/11, when whole world realised what terrorism is but even in that
year India faced Parliament attack and attack on J&K Legislative Assembly.
Terrorist struck at will with focus on crowded places, trains, buses, religious
places/occasions, political rallies and what not, unchallenged and unabated.
Mumbai attack is still itched in every Indian’s mind and wounds still fresh as
perpetrators are still enjoying state patronage in Pakistan. India tried it’s best
by extending hand of friendship to Pakistan time and again, even after Kargil
war by inviting President Musharraf or by PM Modi outreaching PM Nawaz
Sharif and Trade Facilitation Centers were opened up, Delhi-Lahore India-
Pakistan bus services started and even Delhi-Attari Samjhauta Express train
was launched between the two countries. Even on home front India offered uni-
lateral ceasefires number of times and even implemented rehabilitation of ter-
rorists. Pakistan took the advantage of American dependency on Pakistan for
its fight against terrorism in Afghanistan and continued to target India with offi-
cial policy of using terrorism against all international norms. Even initial years
of present GoI it tried to adopt same hit, run, deny policy with Pathankot
Airbase attack and later on Uri terrorist attack, but this time Indian leadership
took the decisive decision to catch the bull by horn itself. Uri attack got a befit-
ting Surgical Strike reply. Pakistan tried another time it’s deceitful blunder of
Pulwama terrorist attack and immediately got counter, unchallenged, reply
Balakot Strike, deep inside its own territory. More than three years of continu-
ous border shelling and counter repulsive carpet shelling by India resulted ex-
tensive damage on Pakistan side which were too much for Pakistan to sustain
and the result is silent borders all along so much so that farmers have started
ploughing their fields up to line zero. And from that day onwards Indian strate-
gy is clear, talks and terrorism cannot go side by side, no more dossier after
dossier, simple thumb rule, if provoked, strike at will- any place-at your own
convenience. ‘No more terror money’ is the simple strategy adopted on home
ground. Terrorists and their sympathisers in any shape, be it political party or
Government servant or anyone, will face the music of investigating agencies.
All hawala operators are in legal net, behind bars, with illegal properties con-
fiscated, Trade Facilitation Centres closed – no more narcotics or arms smug-
gling hub operative, bus and train services stopped. Decades old terrorist
cases opened up and so called terrorist turned politicians behind bars and fac-
ing speedy trial to deliver justice to still grieving families. Strengthening of
local police forces by creating Special police setup like State Investigating
Agency (SIA) in Jammu and Kashmir which on its own is actively solving ter-
rorist cases. Legal infra also strengthened as all cases are aggressively pur-
sued in the courts to punish the guilty. Clear political resolve, no appeasement
policy, strong-decisive leadership with intent and will to strike back, better un-
derstanding of problem, well versed with deceitful policies of Pakistan has de-
livered the final blow to terrorism. Fencing of border, ultra modern weapons to
even police force, targeting money resources to choke terror financing, creat-
ing international pressure, robust intelligence network preempting imminent
threats and neutralising them well before the damage they could inflict is the
real time happenings now. Burhan Wani, Pakistan March, weekly hartal calen-
dars, terrorists striking at will, stone pelting or for that matter terrorist attack
on any part of India and its assets are part of history now. Even over ground
workers are hotly pursued and taken to task. No more Government employees
openly challenging Indian sovereignty. Dynast politicians cut to size, Article
370 stands abrogated without a bullet being fired, not a whimper of protest,
Jammu and Kashmir public enjoying fruits of democracy, all three tiers of
Panchayati Raj in place, public politicians bringing socio-economic changes for
the betterment of society, Independence Day celebrations all over places, inci-
dent free Shri Amarnath ji yatra after so many years and around two crore
tourists visiting Jammu and Kashmir are a testimony that we are free from the
clutches of terrorism now. All credit to the GoI who with iron will planned
counter strategies to checkmate.

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit  

4th December is celebrated as World Wildlife Conservation Day. Iis an oc-
casion to be aware, reflect, and take action when it comes to issues

that are threatening the planet’s wildlife biodiversity balance.  Forests, forests
species and the livelihoods that depend on them currently find themselves at
the crossroads of the multiple planetary crises we currently face, from climate
change, to biodiversity loss and the health, social and economic impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Hunting and killing of animals has become a form of
recreation. Murdering humans is considered a crime. But killing and wiping out
an entire genre is hardly given consideration. Hunting has tradition and the sup-
port of very powerful people on its side and with their  influence  hunting has
been left untouched by legislation - the Protection of Animals Act only covers
captive and domestic animals. High officials, who are supposed to be the
guardians of law, often abuse their powers to shield the rich and powerful. Our
country is unique in having a significant number of tigers in the wild, in spite of
growing population and resource extraction pressures on their
habitat.Reducing number of tigers has triggered the government authorities to
awaken and take observe. The elimination of tigers from the environment can
have a very serious effect on the food chains. It would disrupt the balance of an
ecosystem because tigers keep a control over the plant eating animals.Tigers
are the heritage of our country, evoked in the vedas, puranas and many other
literature for their unparalleled strength and aesthetic beauty. The destruction
of forest coverage by Maoists may be one of the reasons for this decrease. Wild
animals deaths were also reported from Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Kerala,
Karnataka and Uttarakhand. We should know that we are not just animals, but
that we belong to the same family tree as other mammals, that our physiology
and bodily processes are just like theirs, and that our mental processes too are
from the same general pattern. The protection of the national animal has been
a significant achievement till now. Hope this continues and leads to a significant
rise in the coming yearsAmong animals, some are fewer in number than the
others, If proper care and security are extended to them, the rare animals
would survive. Only the future can tell whether national animal will survive to
maintain the much-needed ecological balance.   If we delay now, it might be too
late. If you want to preserve the tigers, we must stop the poaching first. Even
when the government has prohibited the selling of tiger’s skin and bodies,
poaching however carries on. Tigers play a large role in sustaining the biodiver-
sity of forests, in maintaining healthy ecology, habitat conservation and the
livelihoods of rural communities. The tiger population has decreased in the
states of Telengana& Andhra Pradesh. The destruction of forest coverage by
Maoists may be one of the reasons for this decrease. Wild tiger deaths were
also reported from Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Kerala, Karnataka and
Uttarakhand. During the first six months of the year, 30 deaths were reported.
The protection of the national animal has been a significant achievement till
now. Hope this continues and leads to a significant rise in the coming years.
Credit must also be given to Aircel for initiating "Save Tiger" campaign, along
with New Delhi Television (NDTV), who played an active role in creating aware-
ness among the people on dwindling tiger population in India. The number of
wild tigers has gone up to 3,890, from the earlier 2010 estimate of 3200, accord-
ing to the World Wildlife Fund and the Global Tiger Forum.A new Tiger com-
mando force should be created to protect tigers from the poachers.
Government must try to put in more efforts to improve the arrangements to
conserve the national pride - the Tiger.

Wilderness without 
wildlife is just scenery 

India’s decisive fight 
against terrorism

I n 2021, India reported
4,03,116 accidents, each

of which adversely affected the
environment in different ways
and to varying degrees.
Transport is the leading mode
of transport in terms of traffic
share and contribution to the
national economy. The expan-
sion of road networks, motor-
ization, and urbanization in
the country has led to an in-
crease in road accident deaths.
About 22.5 (twenty-two point
five) million vehicles are ex-
pected to be phased out in
India by 2025. The major caus-
es of road accidents are negli-
gence and exposure (speeding,
driving under the influence of
alcohol, etc.), talking on mobile

phones, and overloading to
save the cost of transportation.

Lack of awareness about the
importance of safety features
like airbags, anti-lock braking
systems, etc. Inadequate sig-
naling is the main cause of
road accidents. Speeding is the
cause of 69.3(sixty-nine point
three)% of deaths. 30.1(thirty
point one)% of the deaths oc-
curred due to not wearing a
helmet.11.5 (eleven point
five)% of deaths were due to
the non-use of seatbelts.
Looking at the environmental
impact of vehicle accidents,
most vehicles contain toxic
metals such as lead, mercury,
cadmium, or hexavalent
chromium, which are harmful

to the environment. Fuel and
fluid leakage at accident sites
and serious road accidents
cause automobile wreckage,
which becomes a part of unus-
able end-of-life vehicles.
Among the issues with the
National Automobile Scrappage
Policy, 2021 is the lack of com-
prehensive, systematic facilities
dedicated to proper recycling.
After road accidents, along with
vehicles, old vehicles are also
left to rot on the roadside. In
landfills or at informal recy-
cling facilities where basic hand
tools are used to unscientifical-
ly destroy them. This leads to
the leakage of dangerous com-
ponents such as oil, coolant, and
glass wool. Vehicle landfills
turn into automobile cemeter-
ies leading to wasteful and sub-
optimal land use and water and
soil pollution.

Overspeeding was responsi-
ble for 69.3(sixty-nine point
three)% of all road accident
deaths recorded in 2020.
Responsible for more than
60% of all road accidents in
India in the last five years.
Lowering the motorway speed
limit by 10 km/h could result
in 12% to 18% fuel savings for
current technology passenger
cars. A significant reduction
in pollutant emissions from
diesel vehicles, especially ni-
trogen oxides and particulate
matter (PM) production, has
been shown where the speed
limit was reduced from 100
km/h to 80 km/h, PM signifi-
cantly reduced air quality
Decreased up to 15%.

The highway speed limit of
96.5 (ninety-six point five)
km/h is 25% more efficient
than the 120 km/h limit, in
which case air resistance
causes more fuel consump-
tion. The Zero-fatality

Corridor (ZFC) program on
the Mumbai-Pune Expressway
in 2016 helped bring down
road accident deaths by 52%
by 2020. Old Mumbai-Pune
Highway (2018): It helped re-
duce road accident deaths on
this stretch by 61% by 2021.
Guarding natural hard struc-
tures such as trees by using
crash barriers to prevent
head-on collisions Placing
retro-reflective signage on
trees to make them more visi-
ble to passers-by.

Many governments globally
have reduced speed limits to
prevent accidents and reduce
air pollution. Zero-fatality cor-
ridor solution In India, the
Zero-fatality corridor solution
for road safety by SaveLife
Foundation (SLF) takes envi-
ronmental sustainability seri-
ously. It focuses on reducing
speed through advanced engi-
neering and actuation tech-
niques. Creating green corri-
dors to go over forests and ani-
mal tracks instead of passing
through them.

Increasing this will have a
profound impact on the con-
servation of the environment
while ensuring better road
connectivity. Use of aluminum
composite panels instead of
asbestos to manufacture sig-
nage Because asbestos hurts
the environment, the program
opts for only long-lasting, high-
quality, non-hazardous materi-
als for signage. Safe roads and
a sustainable environment can
be ensured only with the com-
bined efforts of road-owning
agencies, enforcement offi-
cials, and the public.

(Priyanka Saurabh Research
Scholar in Political Science,

Poetess, Independent
Journalist and Columnist.

Safe roads are essential for a 
sustainable green environment

John Lowke

E veryone has seen lightning
and marvelled at its power.

But despite its frequency about 8.6
million lightning strikes occur
worldwide every day why lightning
proceeds in a series of steps from
the thundercloud to the earth below
has remained a mystery. There are
a few textbooks on lightning, but
none have explained how these
"zigzags" (called steps) form, and
how lightning can travel over kilo-
metres. My new research provides
an explanation. The intense electri-
cal fields in thunderclouds excite
electrons to have enough energy to
create what are known as "singlet
delta oxygen molecules".

These molecules and electrons
build up to create a short, highly
conducting step, which lights up in-
tensely for a millionth of a second.
At the end of the step, there is a
pause as the build-up happens
again, followed by another bright,
flashing leap. The process is repeat-
ed again and again. An increase in
extreme weather events means
lightning protection is increasingly

important. Knowing how a lightning
strike is initiated means we can
work out how to better protect
buildings, aeroplanes, and people.
Also, while the use of environmen-
tal-friendly composite materials in
aircraft is improving fuel efficiency,
these materials increase the risk of
lightning damage, so we need to
look at additional protection.

WWhhaatt  lleeaaddss  uupp  ttoo  
aa  lliigghhttnniinngg  ssttrriikkee??

Lightning strikes happen when
thunderclouds with an electric po-
tential of millions of volts are con-
nected to the earth. A current of
thousands of amps flows between
the ground and the sky, with a tem-
perature of tens of thousands of de-
grees. Photographs of lightning re-
veal a host of details not observed
by the naked eye. Usually there are
four or five faint "leaders" coming
from the cloud. These are branched
and zigzag on an irregular path to-
wards the earth. The first of these
leaders to reach the earth initiates
the lightning strike. The other lead-
ers are then extinguished. Fifty
years ago, high-speed photography
revealed still more complexity. The

leaders progress downwards from
the cloud in "steps" about 50 me-
tres long. Each step becomes bright
for a millionth of a second, but then
there is almost complete darkness.
After a further 50 millionths of a
second another step forms, at the
end of the preceding step, but the
previous steps remain dark. 

Why are there such steps? What
is happening in the dark periods be-
tween steps? How can the steps be
electrically connected to the cloud
with no visible connection? The an-
swers to these questions lie in un-
derstanding what happens when an
energetic electron hits an oxygen
molecule. If the electron has
enough energy, it excites the mole-
cule into the singlet delta state. This
is a "metastable" state, which
means it is not perfectly stable but
it usually doesn't fall into a lower
energy state for 45 minutes or so.
Oxygen in this singlet delta state
detaches electrons (required for
electricity to flow) from negative
oxygen ions.

These ions are then replaced al-
most immediately by electrons
(which carry a negative charge)

again attaching to oxygen mole-
cules. When more than 1 per cent of
the oxygen in the air is in the
metastable state, the air can con-
duct electricity. So the lightning
steps occur as enough of the
metastable states are created to
detach a significant number of elec-
trons. During the dark part of a step,
the density of metastable states
and electrons is increasing. After 50
millionths of a second, the step can
conduct electricity and the electri-
cal potential at the tip of the step in-
creases to approximately that of the
cloud, and produces a further step.
The excited molecules created in
previous steps form a column all the
way to the cloud. The whole column
is then electrically conducting, with
no requirement of an electric field
and little emission of light.

PPrrootteeccttiinngg  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  pprrooppeerrttyy
The understanding of lightning

formation is important for the de-
sign of protection for buildings, air-
craft and also people. While it is rare
for lightning to hit people, buildings
are hit many times especially tall
and isolated ones. When lightning
hits a tree, sap inside the tree boils

and the resulting steam creates
pressure, splitting open the trunk.
Similarly, when lightning hits the
corner of a building, water from rain
that has seeped into the concrete
boils. The pressure blasts off the
whole corner of the building, creat-
ing the risk of deadly collapses.

A lightning rod invented by
Benjamin Franklin in 1752 is basical-
ly a thick fencing wire attached to
the top of a building and connected
to the ground. It is designed to at-
tract lightning and earth the electric
charge. By directing the flow
through the wire, it saves the build-
ing from being damaged. These
Franklin rods are required for tall
buildings and churches today, but
the uncertain factor is how many
are needed on each structure.
Furthermore, hundreds of struc-
tures are not protected, including
shelter sheds in parks. These struc-
tures are often made from highly
conductive galvanised iron, which
itself attracts lightning, and sup-
ported by wooden posts. The new
version of Standards Australia for
lightning protection recommends
such shelters be earthed.

Why does lightning zigzag? 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Looking at the environmental impact of vehicle ac-
cidents, most vehicles contain toxic metals such 
as lead, mercury, cadmium, or hexavalent chromium,
which are harmful to the environment. Fuel and fluid
leakage at accident sites and serious road accidents
cause automobile wreckage, which becomes a part of
unusable end-of-life vehicles. Many governments
globally have reduced speed limits to prevent acci-
dents and reduce air pollution. Zero-fatality corridor
solution In India, the Zero-fatality corridor solution
for road safety by SaveLife Foundation (SLF) takes en-
vironmental sustainability seriously.

PRIYANKA SAURABH
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Investment

Bhubaneswar: The
Odisha government
said it has so far
bagged 325 investment
proposals worth over
Rs 8.90 lakh crore in
the ongoing business
summit. Four new
projects were inaugu-
rated during the five-
day ‘Make In Odisha
Conclave 2022’ that
began on November
30, and the ground-
breaking of four oth-
ers was also done, a
senior official said.
“We had received 145
investment proposals
worth Rs 7.26 lakh
crore by Thursday.
Today, the state got 180
more with a proposed
value of Rs 1.70 lakh
crore,” Odisha’s
Industries Secretary
Hemant Sharma told
reporters here.

Green Building
norms

Singapore: All new
buildings built by
Godrej & Boyce will be
‘green’ by 2030 and all
of its existing build-
ings are to be retrofit-
ted to Green Building
norms by 2050, a sen-
ior company official
has said. Anup
Mathews, business
head, Godrej
Construction elabo-
rated on the group’s
‘Green Buildings
Footprint’, pointing
out that 600+ of the
group’s buildings are
green, impacting 300+
million sq ft space.
This environment ap-
proach has saved the
group 553,000 MWh
per annum in energy
and 135,000 kl per
annum water, result-
ing in savings of
470,000 metric tonne
per year of CO2,
Mathews told PTI
here this week.
Speaking at the 2nd
annual World Ocean
Summit Asia-Pacific
held in Singapore
from November 29-30,
he highlighted the im-
portance of automat-
ed Recycled Concrete
Materials manufac-
turing plant by Godrej
Construction in
Mumbai, which man-
ufactures various re-
cycled concrete prod-
ucts such as concrete
blocks for walls and
concrete pavers.

3D printing
industry

Hyderabad:
Hyderabad is unique-
ly positioned to
emerge as a hub for
the 3D printing indus-
try with the presence
of the relevant ecosys-
tem and the state gov-
ernment’s push to
emerging technolo-
gies, Telangana
Industries Minister K
T Rama Rao said. He
was speaking at the
inauguration of
AMTECH Expo,
which is said to be
the largest additive
manufacturing expo
in the country.
Additive manufactur-
ing, also known as 3D
printing, is a process
that is used to create
a physical object by
layering materials
one by one based on a
digital model.

US CURRENCY GARLAND

A shopkeeper arranges a US currency garland, at a road side stall, in Jalandhar.

New Delhi, Dec 03: 

The government will
come up with a methodolo-
gy to check imports from
neighbouring nations,
which are non-compliant
to trusted source rules of
the telecom sector, Union
minister for communica-
tions and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Saturday. The minister
had a meeting with over 40
CEOs of telecom gear
makers that have qualified
for production linked in-
centive scheme and decid-
ed to set up 4-5 task forces
to provide market support
to them as well as stream-
line their business for
value addition in the econ-
omy. Telecom gear makers
expressed concern around
import of network gear
from China, which is
being routed through
other neighbouring coun-
tries. When asked about

concerns around such im-
ports, the minister said,
“This issue was discussed.
Representatives from cus-
toms department, finance
ministry and other min-
istries... work will be done
on it to devise how to
check it in a methodical
manner.” The minister
said that the companies
under telecom PLI are
close to start export of
their gears and India will
become an exporting na-
tion very soon. “During
the meeting, many new
ideas came, for which we

have set up 5-6 task forces.
A task force has been set
up for creating the compo-
nent ecosystem. Another
task force has been set up
for developing 4-5 chips,
then taking those chips
from design to production.
Third task force has been
set up to develop highly
skilled workers, designers
in the telecom sector,”
Vaishnaw said. He said
that the companies asked
for support testing and
certification, which is re-
quired for exporting prod-
ucts, for which another
task force has been set up
to optimise the use of test
beds in IIT Madras,
Telecom Engineering
Centre. “From my interac-
tion, industry is confident
that they are in good trac-
tion and India should be-
come a technology ex-
porter in the coming years
in a very sure and certain
way,” Vaishnaw said.

Govt to tighten
scrutiny of imports

Sets up 4-5 task forces to boost telecom manufacturing

Goa, Dec 03: 

Petronas  Sprinta, the
premium motorcycle oil
brand from Petronas
Lubricants (India) Pvt.
Ltd. (PLIPL), launched its
Rider Anthem 2.0 at
India’s largest biking festi-
val–India Bike Week held
at Vagator, Goa on
December  2nd and
3rd2022. The event which
celebrates passion, thrill
and brotherhood amongst
the biking community, wit-
nessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from across the
country with a plethora of
activities over the course
ofthe two days.

Rider Anthem 2.0, a
catchy rap song, composed
and sung by Bollywood
rapper, King, is based on
the theme “Power up with

PETRONAS Sprinta”. The
first edition of the Rider
Anthem featuring
Bollywood singer, Arjun
Kanungo, created a lot of
buzz last year and this rap
version is hoped to take
the connection with the
biking community to the
next level. Speaking on

this occasion, Mr. Pranav
Bhanage, CEO of PLIPL
said: “We are really excit-
ed to have partnered with
India Bike Week for the
last couple of years. It is
incredible to see the pas-
sion of the biking commu-
nity in India at full display
here at Goa. We are de-

lighted by this synergistic
association with IBW and
look forward to being part
of the growth of the bik-
ing culture in India. The
Rider Anthem is just our
way of saluting the spirit
of the biking community.”

Beyond the association
with the IBW festival,
Petronas Sprinta is also
the partner of “IBW’s
Chai &Pakoda Breakfast
Rides” across 30 cities
which kicked off in
September 2022.
Meanwhile, hundreds of
bikers attending the two-
day event also participated
in a special contest organ-
ized by Petronas  Sprinta.
The contest gave them a
chance to win the grand
prize of a motorbike and
other exclusive merchan-
dise.

Petronas Lubricants India launches Rider
Anthem 2.0 with Bollywood rapper King

Mumbai, Dec 03: 

Reliance Retail’s
JioMart, one of India’s
leading e-marketplaces
has been the only success-
ful e-retail brand globally
to implement and fulfil or-
ders through WhatsApp.
With JioMart’s partner-
ship with WhatsApp, cus-
tomers can now simply
browse and shop for their
household needs right
within their WhatsApp
chat. Jio Platforms part-
nered with Meta to offer
JioMart on WhatsApp, a
global-first product experi-
ence for consumers. This
partnership aims to accel-
erate India’s digital trans-
formation and provide
people and businesses of
all sizes opportunities to
connect in new ways and

fuel economic growth in
the country. The JioMart
on WhatsApp experience
is revolutionizing the way
millions of businesses
across the country con-
nect with their consumers
while bringing unparal-
leled simplicity and con-
venience to people’s shop-
ping experience. This fea-
ture offers a complete end-
to-end shopping experi-
ence, one can browse the
catalog and explore aisles
of unlimited products on
offer at JioMart, add prod-
ucts to their cart and com-
plete their purchases, all
within WhatsApp. With
this hassle free service,
customers can order as
per their convenience, no
time or quantity restric-
tions. Whether you are in
Mysore or Jaipur or

Patna, you can sit in the
comfort of your home and
order your pick of daily
needs anytime through
WhatsApp. All you need to
do is send ‘Great deals on
JioMart’ to the JioMart
number (+917977079770)
on WhatsApp and you will
instantly receive the shop-
ping catalogue, notifica-
tions on current offers and
deals. By ordering through
this platform, you will not
only receive real time up-
dates and status of your
orders but you can also
reach out for support in
case you face any issue.
What’s more! Shop for
minimum cart value of
Rs. 250  and get assured
30% off, enjoy maximum
discount up to Rs. 120. Get
started, place your order
through WhatsApp now!

Shop on JioMart with 
ease through WhatsApp

Pune, Dec 03: There is an
exciting news in store for
Motorsports, biking en-
thusiasts, and the
Automobile sector in
India. Supercross India
Pvt Ltd (SXI) under the
aegis of the Federation of
Motor Sports Clubs of
India (FMSCI), the govern-
ing body of motorsports in
India recognized by the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government
of India, Today officially
announced the handing
over of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
for the exclusive commer-
cial rights to launch the
World’s First of its kind
Supercross Racing league
which will be titled as the
“INDIAN SUPERCROSS
RACING LEAGUE” – ISRL

The MoU was handed over
by Mr. Gautam Shantappa,
Vice- President and Mr.
Sujith Kumar - Chairman
of Supercross Racing
Commission of the FMSCI
to the promoters of the
league in a press confer-
ence held in Pune.

Supercross (SX) is a
Motorcycle racing sport
involving specialized high
performance off-road mo-
torcycles with steep jumps
and obstacles held on dirt
tracks. The sport is im-
mensely popular in the
US, Europe and Australia

and inherently attracts the
younger population.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Gautam
Shantappa, Vice-
President, Federation of
Motor Sports Clubs of
India (FMSCI) said “The
federation fully backs the
SXI team and firmly be-
lieves that they would take
the sport forward and ele-
vate it to a new level. As
the vice - president, I am
confident that SXI and the
FMSCI will work as a team
and would make the
league a huge success.”

Mr. Sujith
Kumar,Chairman of
Supercross/Motocross/2
W Racing Commission,
Federation of Motor
Sports Clubs of India
(FMSCI) said.

FMSCI exclusive commercial rights 
to Supercross India for racing league

New Delhi, Dec 03:  

The government on
Saturday approved is-
suance of the 24th
tranche of electoral
bonds that will open for
sale on December 5. The
sale of bonds coincides
with the second phase of
the Gujarat assembly
elections scheduled on
December 5. Electoral
bonds have been pitched
as an alternative to cash
donations made to politi-
cal parties as part of ef-
forts to bring trans-
parency in political fund-
ing. State Bank of India
(SBI), in the 24th phase of
sale, has been authorised
to issue and encash elec-
toral bonds through 29
authorised branches
from December 5-12, the

finance ministry said in
a statement. The last
phase of electoral bonds
(23rd tranche) was open
for subscription between
November 9-15, 2022.
Usually, electoral bond
tranches are open for
sale between 1-10 of a
designated month.

For instance, the 22nd
tranche of bond sales
took place from October
1-10, 2022 while 21st
tranche was from July 1-
10, 2022. Sale of the first
batch of electoral bonds
happened from March 1-
10, 2018. The authorised
SBI branches include
those in Lucknow,
Shimla, Dehradun,
Kolkata, Guwahati,
Chennai, Patna, New
Delhi, Chandigarh,
Srinagar, Gandhinagar,

Bhopal, Raipur, and
Mumbai. SBI is the only
authorised bank to issue
electoral bonds. An elec-
toral bond will be valid
for 15 days from the date
of issuance. No payment
would be made to any po-
litical party if the bond
is deposited after expiry
of the validity period,
the statement said.
Electoral bonds can be
purchased by Indian citi-
zens or entities incorpo-
rated or established in
the country.

Registered political
parties that have secured
not less than 1 per cent of
the votes polled in the
last Lok Sabha or legisla-
tive assembly election
are eligible to receive
funding through elec-
toral bonds.

Govt clears 24th tranche of
electoral bonds; sale from Mon

Mumbai, Dec 03: 

Sony WH-1000XM5, the
successor to popular and
best-selling WH-1000XM4
was launched in India re-
cently. The new wireless
headphones from Sony
bring a new design and in-
dustry leading noise can-
celling experience.

The biggest change with
WH-1000XM5 comes in the
form of a complete re-
design and looks distinct
from previous 1000X se-
ries. The headband of WH-
1000XM5 is thinner than
its predecessor and there
is a single stem now hold-
ing the ear cups at both
sides.

This redesign makes
WH-1000XM5 more com-
fortable to wear but does
impact the mobility of-

fered by XM4s. The mini-
malism and refined design
means the ear pads are a
bit wider and the memory
foam material also im-
proves overall comfort.
The ear cups still pivot and
turn just like their prede-
cessor but they don’t fold
anymore. They also bring
support for wearing detec-
tion enabling instant
pause and instant play on

the headphones. With WH-
1000XM5, Sony is balanc-
ing the act between ex-
tended comfort and premi-
um design. Another
change with the 1000XM5
is Sony’s decision to
switch from 40mm drivers
in the XM4 to new 30mm
drivers providing good
sound quality and ANC.
While this switch is not a
big one, it brings a slight
change in sound profile.
The most significant
change is visible with
XM5’s ability to bring
more details to the fore-
front.

They are even among
the most natural sounding
headphones in this seg-
ment. Sony WH-1000XM5
excel at bringing a refined,
detailed sound profile and
also sound spacious.

Sony WH-1000XM5 one of the best
in noise cancelling headphones

New Delhi, Dec 03: 

SBI Chairman Dinesh
Khara  said the Reserve
Bank’s first pilot project
for retail digital rupee is a
“game changer” with
durable effects that
should ensure better mon-
etary transmission at
much lesser costs. The
pilot project for retail digi-
tal rupee, RBI’s central
bank digital currency
(CBDC) started in
Mumbai, New Delhi,
Bengaluru and
Bhubaneswar on
Thursday and State Bank
of India (SBI) is one of the
participating banks. The
retail digital rupee (e?-R)
project has started in a
closed user group with
the participation of four
lenders — State Bank of

India, ICICI Bank, Yes
Bank and IDFC First
Bank — as well as cus-
tomers and merchants.

“RBI’s pilot project on
retail-CBDC is a game
changer with durable ef-
fects that should ensure
better monetary trans-
mission at much lesser
costs. “The anonymity
factor is critical for its ac-
ceptance. It collaborates,

complements and com-
pletes the currency archi-
tecture in vogue, while
also incubating further
innovation,” Khare said
in a statement. In the sec-
ond phase of retail digital
rupee project, nine more
cities and four more
banks will be included.

The e?-R is in the form
of a digital token that rep-
resents legal tender and
would offer “features of
physical cash like trust,
safety and settlement fi-
nality”, according to the
RBI. “As in the case of
cash, it will not earn any
interest and can be con-
verted to other forms of
money, like deposits with
banks,” the central bank
said while announcing
the pilot project on
November 29.

Digital rupee a game changer,
says SBI Chairman Dinesh Khara

Amazon Fresh offers
up to 45% off on

Christmas shopping
MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  0033:: With the onset
of winters and Christmas season,
make sure to fulfil your grocery
needs during the ‘Super Value
Days’ on Amazon Fresh until 7th
December. Customers can avail
up to 45% off on grocery, house-
hold essentials, packaged
foods,snacks & beverages, sta-
ples, and the newly launched
selection for pets among others
by shopping on Amazon Fresh.
Try out new Christmas recipes
and savour the winter season
with some exciting offers from
popular brands such as Daawat,
Cadbury, UNIBIC, Nescafe, Tata
Sampann, Dettol, Pedigree and
Aashirvaad among others from
their favourite online shopping
destination.  Customers can avail
an instant discount of 10% by
using Kotak Bank Debit and
Credit Card from 1st – 3rd
December and ICICI Credit &
Debit Card from 4th – 7th
December 2022 with a minimum
transaction of Rs 2,500, and dis-
counts up to Rs 300. 

ACROSS
1. Southern veggie
5. Richard ____ of “Chicago”
9. Scent
14. At hand
15. Feels remorse
16. Spanish title
17. Penny
18. Notable periods
19. Mexican coins
20. Locomotive driver

22. Roman tyrant
23. Kitchen basin
24. Enamored
27. Piano part
30. Video game room
32. Genesis garden
33. Diners
37. Grow old
38. Renters
41. College cheer
42. Revoked
44. Barely cooked

45. Most skillful
47. Hair coloring
48. More thinly distributed
51. Served perfectly
53. Singer ____ Collins
54. Appetizers
58. Fertile desert spot
60. Excuse me!
61. Sunburn remedy
62. Tiny landmass
63. Folk wisdom
64. Conspire
65. Suspicious
66. Mediocre (hyph.)
67. Snacks

DOWN
1. At one time
2. Very sharp
3. Used the doorbell
4. Craftsperson
5. Envy’s color
6. Cry of discovery
7. Bring up
8. Snaky letter
9. Venomous viper
10. Go back in
11. Beginning
12. Actor Roger ____
13. Criminal burning
21. Zero
24. Glance over
25. Actor ____ Dillon
26. “Beware the ____ of March”
27. Fleshy fruit
28. Brink

29. Bottomless
31. Peruses
34. Islamic nation
35. Merit
36. Citi Field predecessor
38. File labels
39. She (Fr.)
40. At no time, poetically
43. Sooner
44. Bureaucratic delay (2 wds.)
46. Spuds
47. Pronoun
48. Rot
49. Stage
50. Church walkway
52. Engraved gem
54. Get lost!
55. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald
56. Source
57. Hardens
59. Pig’s pad
60. Gore and Roker
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B ollywood actor
Tusshar Kapoor re-

members being lost in
Disneyland at the age of
5 and how his father
Jeetendra found him
there.

Tusshar says: “In 1982,
I got lost in Disneyland. I
was 5 years old. I got late
catching the train and
my family had already
taken their seats on the
train.”

He adds if his father
had not come back to find
him, he would have never
met his family. “I was
also searching for them
and my dad came back
looking after me and I
think I would not have
been sitting here if he

couldn’t have reached on
time.” Jeetendra appears
as a celebrity guest for
the ‘Jeetendra Ji Special’
episode of ‘Indian Idol
13’. His son and actor
Tusshar shares a video
message for him express-
ing his happiness over
his presence on the show.

“I am happy to see him
on Indian Idol as it’s his
favourite show. I hope
you enjoy the show and
have a great time. More
power to you dad,” adds
the actor, who is busy
with his upcoming film
‘Maarrich’ in which he
will be seen playing a
cop. ‘Indian Idol 13’ airs
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

‘Naagin’ actress Adaa Khan will be seen playing the
strong character of Karuna in the upcoming web series
‘Hasratein’. Adaa said that the perfection she could
bring to her role is all because of director Hemant
Prabhu without whose guidance she would not have
been able to do justice to her role. “My character show-
cases a unique journey of resilience and determination
to stand up for herself defying the stereotypical socie-
tal norms,” she said. Adaa is known for shows such as
‘Behenein’, ‘Amrit Manthan’, ‘Naagin’, and ‘Vish Ya
Amrit: Sitara’. In 2020, she participated in the reality
show ‘Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi 10’. “Playing such
an emotionally-invested character was challenging, but
Hemant Prabhu, the director of my episode with whom
I have also worked in the past, helped me essay the role
with much vigour and conviction. I hope that the audi-
ence will take note of how seriously I take my craft to
deliver the best to my fans and audience,” she said.
‘Hasratein’ showcases the stories of five women who
fight with society and their families for their rights to
find a perfect partner. Produced by Shakuntalam Films,
the series features Monalisa, Adaa Khan, Krishna
Mukherjee, Ravi Bhatia, Vin Rana, Shilpa Tulaskar, Sana
Sayyad, Siddharth Sharma, Ayush Anand and Sahil
Uppal. The series will stream on Hungama Play.

Playing Karuna
in ‘Hasratein’ was

challenging, 
says Adaa Khan

BB ollywood actress Bhumi
Pednekar, who plays Vicky

Kaushal’s bombshell wife in the
upcoming streaming movie
‘Govinda Naam Mera’, shares
that her character has the most
hilarious dialogues in the film
and that the makers have sub-
verted the industry norm by giv-
ing the punchlines to the female
character. Elaborating on the
same, the actress says, “I hon-
estly have loved delivering the
punches in the film and I have to

admit that I have been given
some of the most hilarious
punchlines by Shashank
(Khaitan, the director). What I
love the most about my dia-
loguebaazi (punchy dialogues)
in ‘Govinda Naam Mera’ is that
they are from the heroine’s side
and that’s refreshing for a
romantic comedy in the Hindi
film industry because tradition-
ally only heroes used to get all
the great dialogues in a genre
like this and make people

laugh.” She lauds the film’s
producer Karan Johar and the
director as she adds, “I’m
glad that my producer Karan
Johar and my director
Shashank Khaitan thought of
subverting the norm and
empowering a girl to deliver
some of the most cracking
dialogues that I have seen on
screen in recent times. Gauri
Waghmare is literally one of
my most favourite characters
that I have played on
screen.”

Talking about her character,
Bhumi mentions that she is an
equal to a man and constantly
reminds a man that her gen-
der doesn’t make her inferior
and that she is the master of
her own actions and deci-
sions. The film, which also
stars Kiara Advani and Vicky
Kaushal, is produced by
Dharma Productions, and will
stream on Disney+ Hotstar
from December 16.

Tusshar tells how his
father Jeetendra rescued

him in Disneyland

RR aju Kher is a well-known
figure in the entertainment

industry. Raju Kher will appear in
the new Star Bharat programme
“Aaashao Ka Savera... Dheere
Dheere Se produced by Swastik
productions. He is a talented
actor who has appeared in a lot
of films and television
shows.Also, has directed many
projects. Speaking about his
comfort on working in television
or movies the actor shares his
views on the same.  He says, “
I’ve always been a part of the tel-
evision industry as well as cine-
ma. Although I love working in

both fraternities, I find doing
movies and web series more
comfortable. Since our television
industry is too demanding and
there’s always a pressure to pre-
pare a script and deliver the next
episode in a particular deadline.
Movies on the other hand are on
their own although it has its own
schedule where we work, do the
work and wrap it up.” 

He further adds, “ Although
television has always remained
my alternative home I’ve always
loved to be a part of some of the
remarkable shows and will
always continue to be a part of it
no matter wherever I am. Also I
believe it doesn’t matter on
which platform you appear, it’s
all about the good work you do
and make your audience happy”. 

The show will soon go on air in
the mid of December this year.
Also playing the lead role will see
Reena Kapoor and Rahil Azam.
Aman Verma will also play a piv-
otal part in the show.

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ttoo  wwaattcchh  ‘‘AAaasshhaaoo
KKaa  SSaavveerraa……..DDhheeeerree  DDhheeeerree  SSee’’
ccoommiinngg  ssoooonn  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt..

Raju Kher shares his views
on Television vs Movies

Bhumi Pednekar: Have loved delivering
the punches in ‘Govinda Naam Mera’

T he audience will wit-
ness some interest-

ing twists in &TV shows
Doosri Maa, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa,
Krishna shares, “The
biggest drama will unfold
on the show as Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) will finally
learn that Krishna
(Aayudh Bhanushali) is
Ashok’s (Mohit Dagga)
son. Kamini will manipu-
late Krishna and discover
his relationship with
Yashoda, eventually dis-
covering that he is Ashok
and Mala’s son. Ashok
will beg Kamini not to tell
anyone about Krishna

and his relationship and
strike a deal with her, pay-
ing her in return.
Meanwhile, Yashoda will
put Mala’s (Nidhi Uttam)
picture on the shelf, say-
ing she deserves justice
and respect. Ashok sees
it, gets scared, and finally
confesses to Yashoda the
truth about being
Krishna’s father and
Mala’s lover. Will Yashoda
disclose this secret to fam-
ily members?”

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, Anita
Bhabi shares, “While
coming back from a
Dargah Vibhuti (Aasif
Sheikh) trip, Angoori’s
(Shubhangi Atre’s) scoot-

er breaks down. While
looking for help, they
meet a Baba, who tells
them they will soon face
big trouble. Initially,
Vibhuti does not believe
him but eventually gets
convinced. They both get
the baba to Modern
Colony and call everyone
so that they can also
know about their upcom-
ing problems. Everyone
believes him except Anita
and Prem (Vishwajeet
Soni). As a solution, the
baba tells everyone to
dress as beggars for a
week and survive on their
meagre income. Everyone
gets dressed as beggars,
except Anita and Prem,

and begins distributing
beggin’ areas. Meanwhile,
Rusa (Charrul Malik) in-
forms Tika (Vaibhav
Mathur) and Tilu (Salim
Zaidi) to get decked out in
suits as her father is com-
ing, but they don’t. Also,
Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) comes
and announces that the
government has asked to
lock all the beggars at the
help centre.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Some 
interesting
twists in
&TV shows

SS inger and judge on the singing reali-
ty show ‘Indian Idol 13’ Himesh

Reshammiya calls himself the biggest fan
of veteran Bollywood actor Jeetendra.
During the show, contestant Shivam
Singh impresses the judges and celebrity
guest Jeetendra with his rendition of
‘Musafir Hu Yaaron Na Ghar Hai Na
Thikana’ from the 1972 film ‘Parichay’
starring Jeetendra and Jaya Bhaduri. The
song was originally sung by Kishore
Kumar. Shivam performs so well that he
stuns everyone. Jeetendra says:
“Excellent. You never let us feel anyone’s
absence. Brilliant.” Judge and singer
Vishal Dadlani say he is among those con-
testants who can win the show. “Today, I
can say you are among the top con-
tenders to win the show. You just
smashed it,” Vishal Dadlani said. While
Himesh adds jokingly: “You are wearing
historic pants and whenever you will wear
it, you will give such a great perform-

ance.” The contestant says being a fan of
the veteran actor he chose to wear white
coloured pants teamed with white shoes.
Jeetendra wore it in many of his films and
it was his style statement. To this, Himesh
replies: “I am biggest fan of Jeetendra ji
and you stand nowhere near me.” Later,
Vishal, Himesh, and Jeetendra shake their
legs on the famous track of Jeetendra and
Sri Devi, ‘Taki Taki’ from the movie
‘Himmatwala’. The Top 11 contestants,
who will be performing on the show
include Rishi Singh from Ayodhya, Bidipta
Chakraborty, Anushka Patra, Debosmita
Roy, Senjuti Das, Sonakshi Kar from
Kolkata, Chirag Kotwal from Jammu,
Vineet Singh from Lucknow, Navdeep
Wadali from Amritsar, Shivam Singh, and
Kavya Limaye from Gujarat.\

JJuuddggeedd  bbyy  VViisshhaall  DDaaddllaannii,,  NNeehhaa  KKaakkkkaarr,,
aanndd  HHiimmeesshh  RReesshhaammmmiiyyaa,,  ‘‘IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  1133’’
aaiirrss  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Himesh Reshammiya is the
‘biggest fan’ of Jeetendra

S ony Entertainment
Television is all geared

up to bring forth the Hindi
remake of the superhit
Turkish drama ‘1001 Nights’
(Binbir Gece), titled Katha
Ankahee starting 5th
December. Promising to tug
the audience’s heartstrings,
the show is a repentance love
story centered around an
unforgettable wound that cre-
ates a rift between Katha and
Viaan; yet keeping them bind-
ed. Bringing alive a love story
like none other that will show-
case how from the darkest
moments emerges love will be
the charming actor Adnan
Khan along with the beautiful
actress, Aditi Dev Sharma
Returning to television with a
promising role, audience’s
favorite Adnan Khan will be
seen essaying the lead char-
acter of Viaan, an established

businessman whose belief
system is skewed against
women owing to an emotional
baggage from the past. And,
when he strongly feels about
something, he takes quick
actions as he likes to be in
control. Elated to be a part of
the Hindi remake of the popu-
lar Turkish series – 1001
Nights i.e., Katha Ankahee,
Adnan Khan shares, “I am
extremely thrilled to be a part
of Katha Ankahee. When the
makers approached me with
the story, I was taken amazed
by the storyline and charac-
ter; and said yes in an instant.
While I had heard about 1001
Nights and how popular it is
across the globe, but after
hearing the script I truly
understood why this story
was appreciated. Hence,
being a part of the Hindi
remake is no less than a gold-

en opportunity for me as an
artist. The storyline is a
breath of fresh air on Indian
Television as it dives deep into
the feeling of love, repen-
tance and an unforgettable
wound, with the story of
Katha and Viaan. The show is
a repentance love story that is
high on emotions; so I am sure
both the story and characters
will touch the right chords.
This journey is truly going to
be special and a different
experience for me as an artist
as I will get to explore newer
aspects of my craft. I am
eagerly looking forward to
this new journey with Katha
Ankahee.”

TTuunnee  iinnttoo  KKaatthhaa  AAnnkkaahheeee
ssttaarrttiinngg  55tthh  DDeecceemmbbeerr,,
eevveerryy  MMoonn--FFrrii  aatt  88::3300  ppmm  oonnllyy
oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn!!

Adnan returns with a promising
character for ‘Katha Ankahee’



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  04,  2022 11

South Korea advances at World Cup
after wild finish to group

Al Rayyan (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP): South Korea’s
players formed a circle in the center of the field and
trained their eyes on several cell phones showing a
nearby match that would decide their future at the
World Cup. The South Koreans had just about done
their job, beating Cristiano Ronaldo and his Portugal
teammates 2-1 on a stoppage-time goal. Now came an
agonizing wait. To advance to the round of 16, they
just needed Uruguay to not score a goal against
Ghana in the other group match that still had at least
six minutes to play. Thousands of red-and-white-clad
South Korea fans had whipped out their phones, too.
Some prayed. Others were crying, just like captain
Son Heung-min in the players’ huddle.

Neymar joins teammates 
to watch Brazil’s game 

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP): Injured forward
Neymar was at Lusail Stadium on Friday to watch
Brazil’s 1-0 loss to Cameroon at the World Cup, and
was expected to start training with the ball again on
Saturday. It was the first time Neymar joined his
teammates at a match since injuring his right ankle
last week in Brazil’s opener against Serbia. Neymar
was not limping as he got off the team’s bus at the sta-
dium and appeared to be in good spirits. He talked to
teammates as they warmed up on the field and even
played with the ball by the sideline. Team doctor
Rodrigo Lasmar sounded optimistic about Neymar’s
recovery after the match, but said it was too soon to
know if he would be available for Monday’s game
against South Korea in the round of 16.

Brazil fans at World Cup game
remember soccer great Pele

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP): Brazilian fans showed
their support for soccer great Pele ahead of the na-
tional team’s match against Cameroon at the World
Cup on Friday. The 82-year-old Pel , who had a colon
tumor removed last year, was hospitalized Tuesday in
Sao Paulo to regulate his medication. Doctors said
Friday he had a respiratory infection and would re-
main in the hospital being treated with antibiotics,
according to the Hospital Albert Einstein. “It’s sad to
hear this news about Pel on the day of a Brazil match
at the World Cup,” said 41-year-old Brazil fan Rafael
Bistelli, who traveled from Sao Paulo to watch the na-
tional team in Qatar. “We are trying to send him our
positive energy from here.”

England bonds over cards ahead of
Senegal World Cup clash

Doha, Dec 03 (AP): For a nation that has frequent-
ly flattered to deceive at soccer’s major tourna-
ments, a card game that relies on the art of decep-
tion is strengthening the bond among England’s
players ahead of their match against Senegal in the
World Cup round of 16. Werewolf, a game of role-
play and deduction, has become a popular pastime
for the squad between games. “It’s about being the
best liar,” said midfielder Declan Rice. “The vil-
lagers have got to snuff out the wolves and the
wolves have got to lie and tell everyone why they are
not a wolf. There is a lot of teamwork, ganging up.”
Whatever England is doing at its base in Qatar, it’s
working so far.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Doha, Dec 03 (AP): 

Switzerland advanced
to the last 16 of the World
Cup for the third tourna-
ment in a row after a 3-2
win over Serbia on
Friday. Remo Freuler
scored the winning goal
just after halftime as the
Swiss secured second
place in Group G. They
will next face Portugal on
Tuesday at Lusail

Stadium. Xherdan
Shaqiri put Switzerland
ahead early in the first
half before Aleksandar
Mitrovic and Dusan
Vlahovic responded for
Serbia. Breel Embolo
evened the score just be-
fore halftime.
Switzerland needed a win
to guarantee itself a place
in the knockout round
after beating Cameroon
and losing to Brazil in its

opening two games. The
team reached the round
of 16 at the 2014 World
Cup in Brazil and again
four years later in Russia.
They lost 1-0 in both
matches, to Argentina
and Sweden, respectively.
Against Portugal, the
Swiss will be looking to
reach the quarterfinals
for the first time since
hosting the competition
in 1954.

Switzerland beat 
Serbia 3-2 to reach last 16

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP):

Vincent Aboubakar
scored with a header two
minutes into stoppage
time in Cameroon’s 1-0
win over Brazil at the
World Cup on Friday, a re-
sult that still allowed the
five-time champions to
win the group and elimi-
nated the Africans.
Aboubakar was then sent
off with a second yellow

card for taking off his
shirt during his celebra-
tion. Brazil, which had al-
ready reached the knock-
out stage after victories
over Serbia and
Switzerland, will face
South Korea in the round
of 16. Brazil finished with
six points, the same as
Switzerland but the South
Americans had a better
goal difference. The Swiss
also advanced and will

face Portugal. Cameroon
ended with four points
and Serbia one. Coach
Tite rested nearly all of
his regular starters and
made 10 changes from the
win against Switzerland
on Monday. Brazil was
still without the injured
Neymar, but the star for-
ward was at Lusail
Stadium to watch the
match with his team-
mates.

Cameroon beats 
Brazil 1-0 in final group game 

MMiirrppuurr,,  DDeecc  0033  ((PPTTII)):: A consis-
tent Shikhar Dhawan and a
supremely talented KL Rahul
will battle it out for the open-
er’s slot even as a top-heavy
Indian batting line-up will aim
for transformation and show
more intent against a gutsy
Bangladesh in the three-match
ODI series, starting Sunday.
Throw a fabulously consistent
young turk Shubman Gill (rest-
ed for this series) into the mix,
and coach Rahul Dravid will
struggle to fit in all the boxes
of this jigsaw puzzle called
Indian top-order. The focus for
the next one year will primari-
ly be on ODIs and just like the
T20Is, India’s approach in the
50-over format needs a sea
change. Sometimes having a
plethora of options isn’t actu-
ally a good headache to have
as it creates more confusion
among the rank and file of the
team. When there are similar
skill set options, the coach
tries to give everyone equal
opportunities but it results in
not having a settled line-up
and this is not an ideal situa-
tion when a marquee event is

round the corner. Currently,
the Indian white ball squad is
now going through that partic-
ular phase. A few years back,
Rohit Sharma and Shikhar
Dhawan were automatic picks
as India’s preferred ODI open-
ing pair with hardly any ques-
tions asked or their spots

being debated. But Dhawan’s
slow approach in the
Powerplay overs and the emer-
gence of Gill as a potent 50-
over opener is bound to throw
up possibilities. While Virat
Kohli at No. 3 is an automatic
choice, Shreyas Iyer as India’s
No. 4 is slowly settling down.

Rishabh Pant after his heroics
in the ODI series in England
remains ahead of Ishan Kishan
to start as No. 5 in the line-up.

Pant has copped a lot of flak
for some of his cheap dis-
missals in T20s but despite
some underwhelming shows in
the recently concluded series,
he remains the first choice
keeper in 50 over format. With
no Sanju Samson in this partic-
ular series, Rajat Patidar and
Rahul Tripathi, two consistent
domestic cricket and IPL per-
formers will fancy a chance or
two to stay in the mix. With
Mohammed Shami ruled out
due to shoulder injury, Umran
Malik, who looked impressive
in conducive conditions in New
Zealand, has a chance to show
a different facet of his bowling
on tracks that are expected to
be batting friendly. The pitches
are likely to be a tad slower.
Deepak Chahar, Mohammed
Siraj and Shardul Thakur look
certain to start against a
Bangladesh side that will miss
regular skipper Tamim Iqbal.

MMaattcchh  SSttaarrttss::  1111::3300  aamm  IISSTT..

Rawalpindi, Dec 03 (AP):

England struck with
four late wickets on
Saturday to revive its
hopes of victory against
Pakistan with two days left
in the first cricket Test
where seven batters have
so far scored centuries.

Pakistan reached 499-7
in its first innings on the
lifeless wicket and still
trailed by 158 runs at
stumps on the third day
with play again ending
early because of fading
light. Captain Babar Azam
(136), Imam-ul-Haq (121)
and Abdullah Shafique
(114) all hit tons on a run-
friendly wicket which even
Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Ramiz Raja feels
is not a great advert for
Test cricket. But England
hit back after tea when
Ollie Robinson broke the
123-run stand between
Babar and debutant Saud
Shakeel (37). Robinson
found the outside edge of
Shakeel’s bat and Babar,
who hit 19 fours and a six
in his eighth hundred,
played a cut against off-

spinner Will Jacks (3-132).
Veteran James Anderson
(1-47) used all his 175-test
experience on an unre-
sponsive wicket for the
bowlers, before finally he
got his first wicket in his
19th over when
Mohammad Rizwan (29)
was caught at short mid-
wicket.

Perth, Dec 03 (AP):

Marnus Labuschagne
hit an unbeaten 104 to add
to his first innings of 204
to become the third
Australian with single
and double centuries in a
Test as Australia set the
West Indies an unlikely
498 runs to win the open-
ing Test.

West Indies reached
stumps Saturday at 192-3
in its second innings in 62
overs on the fourth day,
needing another 306 runs
for what would be a sensa-
tional victory.

Australia earlier de-
clared on 182-2 at lunch
with Labuschagne and
Steve Smith 20 not out
after having resumed the
fourth day on 29-1. The
home side scored 153 runs
in the session in just 26
overs.

The 81-run stand be-
tween Labuschagne and
Smith followed their 251-
run third-wicket stand in
the first innings where
Smith also scored an un-
beaten 200. The only other
Australians to score a cen-

tury and double century
in a test were Greg
Chappell and Doug
Walters against New
Zealand and the West
Indies, respectively.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0033  ((PPTTII))::
Rising shuttler Unnati Hooda
on Saturday became the first
Indian to enter the U-17
women’s singles final of the
Badminton Asia Junior
Championships in Nothaburi,
Thailand after beating
Japan’s Mion Yokouchi in
straight games. Unnati won
21-8 21-17 over her Japanese
rival in the women’s U-17 sin-
gles semifinals. She faces
Sarunrak Vitidsarn of
Thailand in the gold medal
match on Sunday.

Under-15 singles player
Anish Thoppani and U-17
men’s doubles pair of Arsh
Mohammad and Sanskar
Saraswat also posted bril-
liant victories to move into
the finals.

Top-seed Unnati once
again lived up to the expecta-
tions and stamped her
authority as she wrapped up
the match in straight sets.
The Odisha Open champion
has not yet dropped a set in
her campaign at the presti-
gious event. The men’s dou-
bles pairs of Arjun MR-Chirag
Shetty (2013) and Krishna
Prasad Garaga-Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy (2015) have won
gold medals for India in the
U-17 category at the tourna-
ment. The in-form duo of
Arsh and Sanskar also show-
cased a similar dominating
display against Chinese
Taipei’s Chi-Ruei Chiu and
Shao Hua Chiu to ease into
the U-17 men’s doubles final
with a commanding 21-15,
21-19 win in a lopsided last-
four contest.

Adelaide, Dec 03 (PTI):
India made a promising
start by taking a first-half
lead but its defence fell
apart later as the team lost
the fourth hockey Test 1-5
to Australia and conceded
an unassailable 3-1 lead in
the five-match series, here
on Saturday.

Comeback man Dilpreet
Singh (25th) struck early
to give India the lead after
a resolute defensive dis-
play by Harmanpreet and
Co. in a goalless first quar-
ter.But India’s defence
crumbled towards the fag

end of second quarter
with Jeremy Hayward
(29th) and Jake Whetton
(30th) scoring in space of
50 seconds. Tom Wickham
(34th) extended the
Kookaburras lead, before
Hayward completed his
brace (41st). Matt Dawson
entered the scoresheet in
the 54th minute with a low
volley strike that went
past Krishan Pathak. The
final match of the series
will be played on Sunday.
India had won the third
match after losing the first
two contests.

South Korea’s players celebrate qualifying for the World Cup last 16.

Brazil’s forward #10 Neymar (frist row R) watches
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match
between Cameroon and Brazil.

England’s forward #09 Harry Kane takes part in a
training session with teammates at Al Wakrah SC
Stadium in Al Wakrah, south of Doha on December 3
on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football
match between Senegal and England.

Switzerland’s midfielder #23 Xherdan Shaqiri celebrates with teammates after
scoring his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football
match between Serbia and Switzerland at Stadium 974 in Doha.

Brazil’s forward #18 Gabriel Jesus (L) fights for the
ball with Cameroon’s midfielder #15 Pierre Kunde
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football
match between Cameroon and Brazil at the Lusail
Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Pakistan reaches 499-7, still
trails England by 158 runs

Pakistan’s captain Babar
Azam celebrates after
scoring a century.

Badminton Asia Junior Championships

Unnati becomes first Indian to
enter U-17 women’s singles final

Brathwaite fights back after
Labuschagne landmark

Australia’s Marnus
Labuschagne celebrates
his century.

Bangla Battle: Top-order composition in focus
as Dhawan, Rahul jostle for opening spot

India’s cricket captain Rohit Sharma (L) and his coun-
terpart Liton Das (R) hold the tournament trophy dur-
ing a trophy unveiling program after a practice ses-
sion ahead of their first one day international (ODI)
cricket match at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium in Dhaka on December 3.

Australia down India 5-1,
seal hockey series

WINGED VISITORS

Migratory birds at Chharwa Dam in Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand.

FLOATING BRIDGE

Labourers build a floating pontoon bridge in preparation for the upcoming Magh Mela festival, in
Prayagraj, Saturday.

‘Navy to open all branches 
for women from next year’

New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

The Indian Navy is look-
ing at opening all its
branches for women from
next year, Chief of Naval
Staff Admiral R Hari
Kumar said on Saturday.
Addressing a press confer-
ence a day ahead of the
Navy Day, Admiral Kumar
also said that the first batch
of around 3,000 'Agniveers'
has been inducted and it in-
cluded 341 women.

In December last year,
Navy officials said 28
women officers were de-
ployed on board around 15
frontline warships, includ-
ing aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya, and the
number is set to go up. "The
first batch of Agniveers
have already reported.
About 3,000 Agniveers have

joined out of
which 341 are
women.

This is a
l a n d m a r k
event for us be-
cause for the
first time, the
Navy is induct-
ing women
sailors. We
have been in-
d u c t i n g
women officers
for about the
last 16-17 years,
but this is for
the first time
that we are in-
d u c t i n g
women sailors," Admiral
Kumar said. He said the
Navy will open all its
branches to women officers
from next year. "Come next
year, we are looking at

women officers
being inducted
across all
branches and
not just seven
or eight
branches that
they are re-
stricted to as of
today. Next
year onwards,
all branches
will be opened
for women offi-
cers as well,"
the Navy Chief
said. The Navy
c e l e b r a t e s
December 4 as
Navy Day to

commemorate its daring at-
tack on the Karachi har-
bour and its decisive victo-
ry in the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
"It has been our effort to
constantly query and chal-

lenge the 'status-quo' to en-
sure that the Navy remains
on an aspirational and dy-
namic trajectory into the
future," the Chief of Naval
Staff said.

He said that while the
past year has been "opera-
tionally busy and satisfying"
for the Navy, it has also been
transformational in many
ways. "The most notable as-
pect was commissioning of
India's first indigenous air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant on
September 2. Without a
doubt, it was a seminal
event in the history of the
nation and the Navy," he
said. He said INS Vikrant's
commissioning was a mani-
festation of sustained ef-
forts of generations of naval
leadership, planners, de-
signers, yard workers and
industry partners.
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Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral R. Hari Kumar 
addresses a press 
conference, a day before
Navy Day celebrations, in
New Delhi, Saturday.

Delhi set for high-stakes MCD polls

New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

The stage is set for the
high-stakes civic polls in
Delhi on Sunday, with poll
authorities and security
forces all geared up for the
elections, largely being
seen as a three-way contest
among the AAP, the BJP
and the Congress. Over
1.45 crore electors are eligi-
ble to exercise their fran-
chise in the elections to the
250 wards of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, in
which 1,349 candidates are
in the fray.

Polling will be held from
8 am to 5:30 pm and the
votes will be counted on

December 7. According to
data shared by the State
Election Commission offi-
cials, the total number of
voters in Delhi is
1,45,05,358 -- 78,93,418
males, 66,10,879 females
and 1,061 transgender per-
sons. There are 250 wards
in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD).

This will be the first
civic election after the
fresh delimitation exer-
cise, and the poll will be
held days after the first
phase of the Gujarat as-
sembly elections, and a
day ahead of its second
phase. Authorities have
set up 13,638 polling sta-
tions across Delhi for the
exercise.

There were 272 wards in

Delhi and three corpora-
tions -- NDMC, SDMC and
EDMC -- in Delhi from 2012-
2022, before being reunified
into an MCD that had for-
mally come into existence
on May 22. The erstwhile
MCD, established in 1958,
was trifurcated in 2012 dur-
ing Sheila Dikshit's tenure
as the chief minister.

With the announcement
of the MCD polling date
on November 4 by State
Election Commissioner
Vijay Dev, the Model Code
of Conduct came into im-
mediate effect in the na-
tional capital from that
day itself.

Both the AAP and the
BJP have exuded confi-
dence that they will
emerge victorious in the
polls while the Congress is

seeking to regain lost turf.
The high-decibel cam-

paigning for the December
4 polls, which saw road-
shows of AAP and BJP
heavyweights criss-cross
through the national capi-
tal amid a political slugfest,
concluded on Friday.

Giving campaigns of
their parties one final push
on Friday, BJP leaders held
over 200 public meetings
and roadshows, while
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his
deputy Manish Sisodia
held a town hall with 400
traders to discuss issues
faced by them while deal-
ing with the civic body.

The SEC officials said
poll authorities and its
teams were all set for the
big day on Sunday and ade-

quate arrangements for de-
ployment of forces has
been done.

The Commission on
Friday said it has made
elaborate arrangements
for safe, secure and pleas-
ant voting experience of
people. These measures
are required to keep the
electoral field free and to
ensure that a level play-
ing field is afforded to all
political parties and can-
didates.

This is also the first
civic polls being held in
the national capital after
the February 2020 riots in
Delhi, and as per data
shared by officials, 3360
booths, spanning 493 loca-
tions, have been identi-
fied in critical or sensitive
categories.

Jaipur, Dec 03 (PTI): 

The opposition BJP at-
tacked the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan
over the double murder
case in Sikar on Saturday,
saying there is no rule of
law in the state as Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot is
focused only on saving his
chair.

Notorious gangster
Raje Theth was shot dead
at the gate of his house on
Piprali road in Sikar in
broad daylight. Another
man who had gone to
meet his daughter study-
ing in a coaching centre
also died in the firing.

State Congress chief
Govind Singh Dotasra
condemned the incident
and hoped that the police
would restore the confi-
dence of the common peo-
ple by arresting the ac-

cused. The BJP targeted
the government over the
incident.

"The review of law and
order by the chief minis-
ter, who is also the home
minister, is only limited
to clicking photographs.
He does not have any con-
crete action plan to
strengthen law and order
nor is he concerned about
the safety of the people of
the state," BJP state presi-
dent Satish Poonia tweet-
ed. He said the chief min-
ister should resign on
moral grounds.

Deputy Leader of
Opposition Rajendra
Rathore said the murder
of notorious gangster
Raju Theth in Sikar in a
gang war raises a ques-
tion mark on the law and
order situation in the
state.

He said the Shekhawati

area today has become a
place of refuge for crimi-
nals where gangsters are
challenging the police by
committing murders
openly and confessing it
on social media.

Rathore said the police
administration seems
helpless. "On one hand
there is open firing, mur-
ders, gang wars, extor-
tions and the common
people are forced to live
under fear and on the
other hand the govern-
ment has left the security
of the people to the hands
of the criminals and is
engaged in the hospitali-
ty of Rahul Gandhi and
Bharat Jodo Yatra,"
Rathore said.

The Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra is slat-
ed to enter Rajasthan
from Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday evening.

‘Around the Globe’ food fest brings
cuisines from across continents

New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

With more than 100
dishes from countries in-
cluding Spain, Italy,
Turkey, the United States,
and Greece, 'Around The
Globe' food festival began
here on Saturday.
Organised by Edesia, a
global cuisine restaurant
at Crowne Plaza New
Delhi Okhla, the theme of
the first edition of
'Around The Globe' food
festival is Food Carnival'.

Over the course of 15
days, food enthusiasts can
munch on Mexican Tacos
or chop their way through
the delectable Dimsums,
dip the Churros in the hot
chocolate or live the Hot
Dog culture from USA.

Few of the menu high-
lights include Prawn

Bisque, French Onion
Soup, Falafel, Pita Breads,
Burritos, Crepes, Burgers,
Ratatouille, Sandwiches,
Harissa Chicken Wings,
Paella, Rice Pilaf,
Lebanese Kibbeh,
Popcorn Chicken,
Tiramisu, Greek
Mousakka, Burgers,
Tiramisu, Chicken &
Cheese Enchiladas, and
Espinacas con Garbanzos.

"We have been constant-
ly striving to curate im-
mersive dining experi-
ences for our guests to
mesmerize all their senses
when they visit our
restaurants. Our Around
The Globe menu features
the dishes which have
gained cult status across
continents and countries
making the food festival
an adventurous ride for

the palate," Pradipt Sinha,
director of Food &
Beverage said in a state-
ment.

The festival will offer
delectable recipes at inter-
active stations such as
'Swirling Soup' (opening
act), 'Fire Show' (live street
food), 'Whistling Starters'
(mime show), 'The Great
Indian Main Course' (cir-
cus), 'Salad Jugglers' (filler
act), 'Rice Pyramids',
'Drinks Pit stop' (break
time), 'The Dancing Ice
Cream' (show stopper),
'The Bread Carpet' (VVIP
Zone), 'The Wheel Of
Desserts' (grand finale)
from across continents.

The buffet will be avail-
able at a cost of Rs 2399
per person. The festival
will conclude on
December 18.

Disabled-accessible cities remain a mirage
New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

Accessibility remains a
major challenge for the
physically challenged in
India, and on International
Day for People with
Disabilities on Saturday,
they called for urgent re-
dressal as many buildings,
even in tier 1 and 2 cities,
remain unapproachable for
them.

The Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016
provided a timeline of five
years for making all exist-
ing public buildings acces-
sible by June 14, but out of
the total 2,839 buildings, 585
state buildings and 1,030
central government build-
ings have been made barri-
er-free for the disabled.

More than two per cent
of India's population are
persons with disabilities.
Experts feel that including

compliance related to dis-
abled-friendly construc-
tions while clearing build-
ing plans would be a signifi-
cant step in addressing the
accessibility issue.

"Recently, I had to visit a
government building to get
some documents and it was
an absolute nightmare,"
wheelchair-bound Anwar
Ali, a resident of
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan,
said. "'The office was on the
third floor and the lift was
not functioning most of the
time. I had to visit the
building regularly over two
months and it was a tor-
ture," he said.

The government last
year launched the
Sugamya Bharat app
which aims to enable peo-
ple with disabilities and
the elderly to register ac-
cessibility-related prob-
lems in buildings, in modes

of transport, or any infra-
structure by uploading pic-
tures on it.

But according to anI
filed by PTI, around half of
the complaints were pend-
ing resolution till August
with states and UTs. There
were a total of 1,009 com-
plaints received through
the app till August this
year and 509 complaints
were pending resolution at
the state/UTs concerned
authorities, the
Department of Disabilities
said in itsI response.

Asked for the reason be-
hind the pending com-
plaints, the Department of
Disability Affairs in itsI
reply said the complaints
received through the
Sugamya Bharat App are
directly forwarded to au-
thorities concerned of the
state/UTs with a request to
take appropriate action to

make the premises accessi-
ble. "There is no specific
reason for non-redressal of
the grievances available,"
the department said.

However, sources at the
department said there are
practical problems related
to logistics associated with
the resolution of some
complaints which is the
main reason for the back-
log with the states and UTs.
Among states and UTs,
Gujarat has received the
highest number of com-
plaints on the app at 406
out of which 311 are pend-
ing resolution.

Delhi has received the
second-highest number of
complaints on the app at
128 and out of that 60 are
pending resolution. The
situation worsens in pri-
vate sectors and rural
areas, activists and people
with disabilities say.

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

BJP targets Cong govt
over Sikar killings

1.45 cr electors 
eligible to vote

Court extends
NIA custody of

gangster Bishnoi
New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI):
A Delhi court on
Saturday extended by
four days the NIA cus-
tody of alleged gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, ac-
cused in Siddhu
Moosewala murder
case, in a matter related
to conspiracy hatched
by terror groups.

The NIA has alleged
that the conspiracy was
hatched by members of
a criminal syndicate
based in India and
abroad to raise funds
and recruit youths to
carry out terrorist acts
in Delhi and other parts
of the country.

The accused, includ-
ing Bishnoi, had
planned to execute spec-
tacular heinous crimes
including targeted
killings of prominent
persons, with an inten-
tion to strike terror in
the minds of the people
of the country, it al-
leged.

Special judge
Shailendra Malik ex-
tended the custodial in-
terrogation of Bishnoi
after he was produced
before the court
through video confer-
ence on expiry of his 10-
day NIA custody grant-
ed earlier.

While seeking his fur-
ther custody by 10 more
days, the NIA told the
court that the terrorist
gangs accused in the
case were using cyber
space and social media
to publicise these
crimes to create wide-
spread terror among
the public at large.

Few among these
gangs are operating
from jail and others are
absconding and operat-
ing from different parts
of India and foreign
countries, the agency
told the court.

2020 Delhi Riots

Court discharges
Umar Khalid 

New Delhi, Nov 03 (PTI):
A court discharged for-
mer JNU student Umar
Khalid and United
Against Hate founder
Khalid Saifi in a case re-
lated to the 2020 northeast
Delhi riots.

The FIR in the case was
registered on the basis of
the statement of
Constable Sangram Singh
who said a riotous mob
had pelted stones on Main
Karawal Nagar Road, be-
sides setting ablaze sever-
al vehicles in a nearby
parking lot on February
24, 2020. Special Public
Prosecutor Madhukar
Pandey confirmed that
Umar Khalid and Khalid
Saifi were discharged in
the matter by the court of
Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala.
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New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI):

President Droupadi
Murmu on Saturday felici-
tated 52 persons with dis-
abilities for their laudable
contribution in their
fields, including a 66-year-
old Mridu Ram Goel, who
is an expert in access
audit. Goel, who suffers
from 81 per cent locomotor
disability and is wheel-
chairbound, has been rais-
ing issues related to the
construction of ramps in
government buildings in
Lucknow. Vidhya Y, 29, an-

other recipient of the
award, was honoured by
the president for, among
other things, developing
“the world’s most afford-
able” electronic Braille
book reading solution for
children.

Murmu presented the
National Awards for the
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities for 2021
and 2022 here on the occa-
sion of International Day
of Persons with
Disabilities. Vidhya, who
is visually-impaired and
has done her Msc in

Digital Society, founded
Vision Empower (VE) in
2017 which was incubated
at the IIIT-Bangalore
Innovation Centre. In 2020,
she also co-founded Vembi
Technologies’ to design
and manufacture assistive
technology solutions to
make education accessible
and inclusive for visually-

impaired students, accord-
ing to her citation. Vembi
has developed the world’s
most affordable electronic
Braille book reading solu-
tion for children called
Hexis-Antara which auto-
matically converts digital
print to braille. Among
other people who were
conferred with the award
is Pooja Ojha, who suffers
from 80 per cent locomotor
disability. A para-canoe
sportsperson, Ojha has
represented India in
Thailand, Hungary, Japan,
and Canada.

Contai (WB), Dec 03 (PTI):

At least three people
were killed and several
others injured in a blast
near the venue of senior
Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek

Banerjee’s rally in West
Bengal’s Purba Medinipur
district, police said on
Saturday.

The incident took place
in Block 2 of Arjunnagar
in Bhupatinagar area, 1.5
km from Contai town

where TMC national gen-
eral secretary Banerjee’s
public meeting venue, a
police officer said.

“The blast was reported
in a house around 11.15
pm on Friday and three
bodies were recovered on
Saturday morning. A few
others are injured. The
cause of the blast is yet to
be ascertained and fur-
ther investigation is un-
derway.

“The impact was so
powerful that the mud
house with a thatched roof
was blown off in the inci-
dent,” the senior officer of
Bhupatinagar Police
Station said.

The three deceased
were identified as
Rajkumar Manna, who is
reportedly a TMC worker,
Debkumar Manna and
Biswajit Gayen, he said.

Hyderabad, Dec 03 (PTI):

A University of
Hyderabad (UoH) profes-
sor was taken into custody
for allegedly trying to mis-
behave with a foreign stu-
dent, police said on
Saturday.

The 62-year-old man was
booked for allegedly at-
tempting to outrage the
woman’s modesty and for
sexual harassment and the
case was registered under
relevant sections of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) on a com-
plaint by a university offi-
cial.

The professor has been
placed under suspension
by the varsity.

The professor, who
works in Hindi depart-

ment, allegedly took the
woman, who hails from
Thailand, to his residence
Friday evening saying he
would take Hindi classes
and tried to misbehave
with her. He was alone at
home when the incident
happened.

The woman, a post grad-
uate student, could not
communicate in English
or Hindi and her state-
ment was recorded by tak-
ing the help of a transla-
tor, a police official said.

According to her, the
professor mixed liquor in
a drink without her
knowledge, he said.

The activists of ABVP
gathered at the university
and held a protest de-
manding stringent action
against the accused.

The university issued a
statement condemning the
incident involving the pro-
fessor and the student.

Kanker, Dec 03:
Campaigning for the
December 5 bypoll to
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Assembly constituency in
Kanker district ended at
3pm on Saturday.

The by-election in
Bhanupratappur con-
stituency, which is re-
served for candidates from
the Scheduled Tribes, has
been necessitated after
Congress MLA and
Deputy Assembly Speaker
Manoj Singh Mandavi
died of a heart attack on
October 16.

Candidates are now per-
mitted to hold door-to-door
campaigns before polling
on December 5, officials
explained.

As many as seven candi-
dates are in the fray for the
bypoll, though it is largely
seen as a direct contest be-

tween the ruling Congress
and the opposition BJP.

The Congress has field-
ed Savitri Mandavi, wife of
the deceased MLA, while
the BJP nominee is former
MLA Brahmanand
Netam. Sarva Adivasi
Samaj , an umbrella body
of tribal communities in
Bastar, has also fielded its
candidate, former Indian
Police Service Officer
Akbar Ram Korram, who
is contesting as an
Independent.

Korram retired as
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) of Police in 2020.

According to poll offi-
cials, there are 1,95,678 vot-
ers, comprising 95,186
males, 1,00,491 females and
one third gender person.

A total of 356 polling sta-
tions have been set up, of
which 239 are in rural

areas and the rest in the
urban part of the con-
stituency.

The counting of votes
will be held on December
8. The Congress’ campaign
was led by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, while
former CM and Bharatiya
Janata Party national vice
president Raman Singh
and state unit chief Arun
Sao campaigned for the
main opposition party.

A highlight of the cam-
paign was the allegation of
rape levelled by the
Congress against BJP can-
didate Brahmanand
Netam.

The Congress has
claimed Netam is an ac-
cused in a rape case of a
teen girl registered in
Telco police station in
Jamshedpur in neighbour-
ing Jharkhand in 2019.

INT’L DAY OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

52 people with disabilities, institutions conferred Nat’l Award
President Droupadi Murmu confers the
National Award for Individual Excellence
2022 - ‘Divyangatha Ke Sashaktikaran Ke
Kshetra Mein Sarvshrestha Anusandhan
/Navpravartan/Utpad Vikas’ to Bhausaheb
Ashok Botre, in New Delhi, Saturday.

To be held on Dec 05

Campaign ends for Bhanupratppur bypoll Hyd varsity professor held 
 For misbehaving

with foreign 
student

Three killed in blast 
Near venue of  Abhishek Banerjee’s rally

The damaged house following a bomb blast at
Bhupotinagar village, in the East Medinipur district of
West Bengal, Saturday.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0033:: The school's an-
nual day is the culmination of
its academic year. December
02, 2022 was a memorable day
for Rungta Public School that
runs under the aegis of Sanjay
Rungta Group of Institutions,
when the students of classes II
to XII dazzled the audience
with their spectacular per-
formances on the theme-
'Phoenix- Rising from the
ashes' amidst great splendour,
mirth and zest. 

The programme was graced
by the presence of IG, Durg
Range, Dr Anand Chhabra,
who presided over the func-
tion as the Chief Guest. The
Guest of Honour was
Chairman of BK Group,
Members, Board of Governors
Vijay Gupta. Other eminent
dignitaries present were

Chairman (SRGI) Sanjay
Rungta, Members, Board of
Governors, Arvind Jain and
Chaturbhuj Rathi, Directors
Rajni Rungta, Harsha Rungta
and Saket Rungta, Deans and
Principals of various institutes
under the flagship of SRGI. 

The programme com-
menced with the warm floral
welcome of the guests fol-
lowed by the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp by the Chief
Guest, Dr Anand Chhabra. The
welcome address was given by
Head of Primary, Deepti Singh. 

The Annual School Report
read by the Principal, Manas
Chatterjee, brought to fore, the
achievements of the students
of the school and presented
the principal's vision for the
progress of the school. The
various dances, English and
Hindi skits presented by the
enthusiastic students took the

audience on a spectacular
journey, showcasing the grit
and determination of the
human mind that helps us all to
fight through all adversities in
life and ultimately emerge as
winners. The soulful rendition
of songs on the theme by the

school choir with the splendid
accompaniment of the school
band was much appreciated.
All the achievers in the field of
academics and co-curricular
activities were awarded with
trophies and certificates in the
prize distribution ceremony by

the Chief Guest.
Addressing the gathering,

the Chairman of SRGI Sanjay
Rungta shared his views with
the audience about the impor-
tance of nurturing properly the
children in all the phases of
their childhood in which the

school, the home and the soci-
ety play a pivotal role. The
Guest of Honour Vijay Gupta
praised the school's progres-
sive approach in catering to
the students' personalised
needs. He congratulated the
entire team of RPS for steering

the school in becoming a lead-
ing institution in the city. 

The Chief Guest Dr Anand
Chhabra emphasized on the
fact that schools enable the
students to identify and form
their unique identity by not
only catering to their educa-
tional needs but also providing
them spiritual and cultural val-
ues. The Chief Guest in his ad-
dress contended that progress
of any state is reflection of the
level and quality of its educa-
tion. He reiterated about the
value of discipline and deter-
mination in shaping up of the
future of the children.  

Overall, the celebrations
concluded on a happy note en-
couraging the students to es-
tablish further milestones in
the journey of success. The
vote of thanks was proposed
by the coordinator of the mid-
dle wing, Shilpi Ganguly. 

Rally taken out on Gita Jayanti
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Bhilai, Dec 03: On the
auspicious advent day of
the Srimad Bhagavad
Gita, also known as Gita
Jayanti, a grand rally was
taken out by Hare Krishna
Movement, Bhilai. On this
day more than 5000 years
ago, Lord Krishna taught
Arjuna the essence of
Vedic knowledge and en-
lightened him to the mean-
ing of existence.

The teachings of
Srimad Bhagavad Gita
have been showing path to

the great leaders and
thinkers from the ancient
period. Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi
too carried Srimad
Bhagavad Gita in his
hands. Former President
Radhakrishnan had trans-
lated Srimad Bhagavad
Gita into English.
Einstein, Neils Bohr,
Emerson and other great
scientists and litterateurs
were inspired from
Srimad Bhagavad Gita.
During his foreign visits,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also gifts copies of

Srimad Bhagavad Gita to
his foreign counterparts.

To spread awareness
about the significance of
Srimad Bhagavad Gita
among the masses, the
Bhilai Unit of Hare
Krishna Movement took
out a vehicle rally on
Saturday. The rally began
from Mini Mata Square
and moved across Mahesh
Colony, Collectorate, Y-
Shaped ROB, Sector 8,
Steel Club, Civic Centre
and concluded at
Harekrishna Movement
Centre in Sector 6.
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Bhilai, Dec 03: Assistive
devices were distributed
free of cost to 86 different-
ly-abled persons or di-
vyangjans by SAIL-BSP in
a camp organised at Gram
Panchayat Mahka Khel
Ground, Narayanpur on
December 03, 2022,
International Day of
Disabled Persons, as part
of its corporate social re-
sponsibility activities
being carried out in re-
mote tribal areas of
Bastar.

Shyamwati Rajnu
Netam, Jila Panchayat
Adyaksh was present as
chief guest while Sunita
Manjhi, Nagar Palika
Adyaksh, Naraianpur,
Vikram Bahadur, Deputy
Sanchalak, Samaj Kalyan
Vibhag, Narainpur,
Sheorajan Nair, GM (CSR),

Bhilai Steel Plant, Sachin
Rangari, AGM (Mines)
and Sushil Kamde, Senior
Manager (CSR) were all
present as special guests.

The camp being held in
Rowghat mines area of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant to
distribute necessary
equipment to differently-
abled persons has been or-
ganised by Corporate
Social Responsibility Dept
of SAIL-BSP along with
Govt of India in associa-

tion with Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India (AL-
IMCO), a PSU under the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.

It may be recalled that
Divyangjans and elderly
persons were identified in
free examination camps
organised earlier from
October 17-19, 2022 as part
of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav in areas falling
under BSP's Rowghat

Mines Project region of
Narainpur district. As
many as 126 Divyangjans
and elderly persons were
identified in these camps
organised in Khodgaon
and Narainpur district
hospital  for providing tri-
cycle, wheelchair, crutch-
es, hearing aid, folding
stick for visually im-
paired, and distribute
equipment like kit, tripod,
tetrapod, cervical collar,
knee base etc as assistive

equipment to help them
carry on with their daily
lives. Out of 340 such assis-
tive devices that are to be
provided, as many as to 86
divyangjans were provid-
ed assistive devices free of
cost at the camp.

Schoolchildren from
Kasturba Gandhi
Vidyalaya Balika Ashram,
Banglapara primary
school, school for mentally
challenged in Sulega,
Primary school, Salenga,
Kanya Ashram School,
Dunga presented cultural
programmes on the occa-
sion. Also present at the
camp today were Ajay
Yadu and Umesh Lathiya,
and members of Samaj
Kalyan Vibhag, Dist
Election Office and Sarv
Shiksha Abhiyan. Token
gifts were given away to
children who presented
cultural programmes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 03: On the
'International Day of
Persons with Disabilities'
on December 03, 2022 Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL), the Maharatna
Steel Public Sector, distrib-
uted assistive devices to
Persons with Disabilities
(Divyangjans) across its
Plants/Units and
Corporate Office at New
Delhi, informed a press
communique from the
local SAIL unit- the Bhilai
Steel Plant. SAIL has en-
gaged Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India (AL-
IMCO) to undertake this
Priority Programme

under SAIL's Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR). Soma Mondal,
Chairman, SAIL along
with other senior officials
of the Company was pres-
ent during the event at
New Delhi.

This priority pro-
gramme of SAIL will be
held across several loca-
tions in the country, mostly
in the areas of operation of
SAIL, in a phased manner
under 'Azaadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'. The
Divyangjans are being em-
powered through assistive
aids like tricycle, motorized

tricyles, smart canes &
smart phones for visually
impaired and hearing aids
among others.

Currently, SAIL supports
various focused facilities
dedicated for Divyangjans
at its plant locations  viz
'School for Blind, Deaf and
Mentally challenged chil-
dren' and 'Home and Hope'
at  Rourkela, 'Ashalata
Kendra' at Bokaro,
'Handicapped Oriented
Education Program' and
'Durgapur Handicapped
Happy Home' at Durgapur,
and 'Cheshire Home' at
Burnpur.
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Bhilai, Dec 03: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre visited Gram
Panchayat Patora and in-
spected Faecal Sludge
Treatment Plant, Gauthan,
vermicompost making, sack
stitching, etc. The commis-
sioner observed the process
of the FSTP plant, which is
the first such plant in a
rural area. He appreciated
the operations of the plant.

In the discussion with
the women of self help
group, Kavre was informed
that so far a total of 190703
kg of cow dung has been
purchased and 64510 kgs of
vermicompost was pro-
duced and sold. The group
earned an income of Rs
252000. 13000 pieces of sacks
were stitched which gener-
ated Rs 30,000 net income.
Rs 10,000 was earned by
manufacturing extracts of
cow urine, rose water, basil

extracts and the group
earned Rs 80000 by produc-
ing mushrooms and other
activities. RK Rathore
(Joint Director
Agriculture), Mukesh
Kothari (Deputy Collector)
CEO Patan, SS Rajput
(Deputy Director
Agriculture), Prakash Soni
(Tehsildar Patan), YK
Verma (Senior Agriculture

Development Officer),
Sarpanch Anjita Sahu,
Gauthan Committee
President Naresh Shrivas,
Agriculture Extension
Officer Mamta Banjare and
members of self-help
groups were present.

Divisional Commissioner
interacted with the children
during the surprise inspec-
tion of Pre Matric

Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe Boys Hostel Patan and
Post Matric Scheduled Caste
Girls Hostel Patan. He inter-
acted with the students re-
siding in the hostel. The stu-
dents informed him that the
food and accommodation in
the hostel is nice.

Commissioner instructed
to make proper arrange-
ments in the e-library and to

make all the arrangements
in the hostel. Kavre dis-
cussed about studies with
Gulshan, a student of class
7th and BSc First year stu-
dent Bhuvaneshwari re-
garding the arrangements
available in the hostel.
Priyamvada Ramteke,
Assistant Director, Tribal
Department, Durg was also
present.

Art, Craft Exhibition & Foodie Craft
at Krishna Public School, Durg
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BBhhiillaaii,,  DDeecc  0033:: Krishna Public
School, Durg, was abuzz with
excitement and fervour on
Saturday as it was the day of
their Art and Craft Exhibition  (
III - IX)and Foodie Craft  by stu-
dents of Classes XI and XII.  The
objective of the Exhibition was
to bring forth the innate skills
and hone the creative genius of
the students. 

The exhibition provided the
right platform for the students
to display the varied and beauti-
ful craft articles prepared by
them throughout this academic
year. All the items on display
were the handiwork of the stu-
dents which were made from
indigenous products. There
were corners in the exhibition
attributed to Madhubani, Warli
art, Glitter art, Landscape,
Shadow painting, Underwater
Painting, Hand print, paper
mache etc. There were live
rooms depicting Desert with

Lippan wooden Tree, Colourful
Butterfly lady, Bottle Art, Mask
Making, Wall Hanging, Suji and
Sand Art, Supa Decoration and
Rock Painting.  The parents ap-
preciated the efforts of the stu-
dents who under the guidance
of their teachers had put up an
amazing array of artifacts. With
an endeavour to promote new
start up among the young stu-
dents, Foodie Craft  was one of
its kind. The students of classes
XI and XII showcased their busi-
ness skills and creative thinking
through self-designed stalls. 

The Principal, Mayank
Sharma applauded the students
for their innovative ideas.  He
encouraged the students to set
higher aims in life and re-
marked that such exhibitions
motivated and instilled the con-
fidence in the young minds to
think as artists, designers, and
innovators. He also appreciated
all the participants for working
diligently in preparing for this
mega event. The School also
appreciated the brilliant work of
Art Teachers Rakesh Sahu and
Afreen Ali. 

Need to create public awareness
regarding mental health: Collector
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Bhilai, Dec 03: A meeting
of the District Health
Committee was organized
in the Collectorate
Auditorium the other day.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena chaired the
meeting and directed the
health department to take
positive steps towards in-
novations. He instructed
the concerned officials to
work on mental health in a
planned manner. He said
that public awareness
about mental health is
very low, especially in
rural areas.

There is a need to con-
duct door to door cam-
paigns through awareness
programmes. He instruct-
ed the concerned officers
to constitute a skilled team

for its survey. Such people
should be involved who
can collect the data of
such cases by doing door
to door surveys.

He spoke about consti-
tuting a team of psychia-
trist as well as psycholo-
gist so that counselling of
psychiatric patients could
be done. He laid special

emphasis on combination
therapy and counseling
along with medicine.

The Collector laid spe-
cial emphasis on adopting
methods like physiothera-
py along with the proce-
dure of general treatment
in cases of cerebral palsy
and paralysis. He said that
there is a section of Neuro

in Physiotherapy also, if
the Health Department
makes the services of
Neuro Physiotherapist
available to the patients;
the chances of recovery
will increase.

The Collector directed
the concerned officer to
prepare an action plan for
providing facilities to the

bed-ridden patients at
their homes. Such facili-
ties can be made available
through vans.

In the meeting, mater-
nal and child health, ma-
ternal mortality rate, in-
fant mortality rate, non-
communicable disease
control programme under
NPCDCS, NPCB, NPN-
PCD, NOHP, NTCP and
NMHP. Various points
were discussed in se-
quence.

Apart from infectious
diseases malaria, dengue,
swine flu, leprosy, TB,
blindness control pro-
gram, family welfare pro-
gram and Ayushman
Bharat were also dis-
cussed. Concerned offi-
cers of the Health
Department were present
in the meeting.
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Kavre inspects Gauthan at village PatoraSAIL undertakes CSR on International
Day of Persons with Disabilities

Distributes assistive
devices

BSP distributes equipment to 86 
differently-abled persons in remote areas 

Annual Day celebrated in RPSBhoomipujan 
for Gayatri

Mahayajna today 
Bhilai, Dec 03: The local
unit of All World Gayatri
Pariwar has organised 151
Kundiya Gayatri
Mahayajna to celebrate
the silver jubilee of
Ashwamedha Yajna which
was organised in Bhilai in
the year 1993. The 151
Kundiya Yajna will be held
during 27 to 30 December
at Sector 7 Dussehra
Ground. Preparations are
underway for this mega
event. On December 04,
the preparations at the
venue will begin with a
Bhoomipujan function
scheduled to begin at 13:30
hrs. AWGP Chhattisgarh
Zone Coordinator Adarsh
Verma, Zone Advisor Dilip
Panigrahi, Sub Zone
Coordinator SP Singh and
members of AWGP will
perform the bhoomipujan.



Khokhra villagers present model of Shri Jagannath Temple to CM

Raipur, Dec 03: A group
of residents of village
Khokhra falling under
Raigarh district led by

Higher Education
Minister Umesh Patel,
met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in his of-
fice located at
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly premises late
on Friday.

On this occasion, the
villagers presented a
grand model of Shri
Jagannath Temple being
constructed in their vil-
lage to Chief Minister
Baghel. The villagers also
invited the Chief Minister
to participate in the inau-
gural programme of Shri
Jagannath Temple.

Chief Minister Baghel
expressed his gratitude to
the residents of Khokhra
village for presenting the
model of the grand Shri

Jagannath temple and ex-
tended best wishes for the
construction work of the
temple. Villagers includ-

ing Makardhwaj
PatelSmt. Kalavati Patel,
Chandrakanti Patel,
Manoj Srivastava, Ajay

Kanwar, and Lakshmi
Mahant were among
those present on the occa-
sion.

Baghel pays tributes to Bharat Ratna Dr Rajendra
Prasad, hockey legend Major Dhyan Chand

Raipur, Dec 03: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
paid floral tributes to the
portraits of first President
of independent India and
freedom fighter Bharat
Ratna Dr. Rajendra Prasad
and the magician of hock-
ey Major Dhyan Chand at
his residence office here
today. Today marks Dr.
Rajendra Prasad’s birth
anniversary and Major
Dhyan Chand’s death an-
niversary.

Recalling the contribu-
tion of Dr. Rajendra
Prasad, Chief Minister
Baghel said that Rajendra
Babu was an Indian politi-
cian, lawyer, Indian inde-

pendence activist, and
scholar. He played an im-
portant role in shaping the
Indian constitution as the
President of the
Constituent Assembly. Dr.
Rajendra Prasad present-
ed an example of inde-
pendent and fair work
while serving as the
President. His great life

values and invaluable
thoughts will contin-
ue to inspire us.

Chief Minister
Baghel recalled the
achievements of the
magician of hockey
Padma Bhushan
Major Dhyan Chand
on his death anniver-

sary and his invaluable
contribution in the field of
sports, saying that India
won three gold medals in
the Olympic Games due to
the magical game of
Major Dhyan Chand.
Major Dhyan Chand’s ded-
ication towards sports and
patriotism is an inspira-
tion to all of us.

200 species recorded in Kanger Valley National Park!
Raipur, Dec 03: Around 200
bird species were docu-
mented during the Kanger
Valley Bird Survey –
Chhattisgarh’s first-ever
inter-state bird survey.

Kanger Valley National
Park Bird Survey - 2022 was
a 3 day birding event where
birdwatchers from
Chhattisgarh and across
India came together to doc-
ument the rich and unique
avian diversity of Kanger
Ghati National Park
(Kanger Valley).

For the first time in
Chhattisgarh, more than 70
birdwatchers from 11 states
participated in this survey.
More than 50 trails were
covered by the participants.
The participants split up
into different groups to
cover varied habitats such
as woodland, wetland, ripar-
ian forest and scrubland.

During this survey, 9
species of Owls (including
the magnificent Spot-bellied
Eagle-Owl), 10 birds of prey,
11 species of Woodpeckers
(including White-bellied

Woodpecker - the largest
woodpecker in peninsular
India!), and many other
species were documented.
For rare and uncommon
birds, participants not just
took photographs but also
tried to record their sounds.

This survey once again
confirmed that the land-
scape of Kanger Ghati can
potentially host species that
are found in the Himalayas,
North-east, Eastern and
Western Ghats! For exam-
ple: Malabar Trogon and
White-bellied Woodpecker
are thought to be birds of
the Western Ghats. Many
species of flycatchers and
warblers from temperate
Eurasia visit the region

during the winter. Kanger
Valley is a treasure trove
that requires regular sur-
veys by experienced bird-
watchers to understand the
complexity of the region.

In fact, after the survey
was completed, visiting
birders (Kalyani Kapdi,
Rohit Jain, and Venus
Joshi) moved to Raipur and
even found a Pied
Wheatear! And around the
same time, two resident
birders from Raipur
(Jageshwar Verma and Dr.
Dilip Verma) spotted a
Northern Lapwing! Both of
these birds- Pied Wheatear
and Northern Lapwing are
new birds for Chhattisgarh
(Pied Wheatear has never

before been observed in
Central India), and these
fantastic finds highlight the
importance of bringing ex-
perienced birdwatchers to-
gether for a common cause.

BJP bats for 16% reservations for
SCs and 10% for EWS General

Raipur, Dec 03:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday alleged
that the ruling Congress
does have positive ap-

proach on Reservation as
it has ignored the
Supreme Court consent of
providing 16% reserva-
tions to Scheduled Caste
and 10% reservations to
Economically Weaker
Section of unreserved
Society.

Addressing a press con-

ference at party office sit-
uated at Ekatma Parishar
here, the Leader of
Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Narayan
Chandel also expressed
doubts over Reservations
in Promotion under the
Congress regime.

Chandel made the
above statements while
responding to the
Reservation Bill unani-
mously passed in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly under which
the ST would now get 32%
reservations, 13% for SC
and 27% for OBCs apart
from 4% reservations to
EWS candidates from
General Category.

Chandel also expressed
his reservations over non
presentation of Data on
the basis of which the
Congress government has
brought the above resolu-
tion.

BJP leader further
added that entire exercise
has been taken up to gain
political mileage in the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly 
by-elections.
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Chandel apprehensive
over the outcome of
Reservation Bill

“Kanger valley bird survey
was a wonderful opportuni-
ty for birders across the
country to come together
to explore this region’s
unique biodiversity. A lot of
effort went into planning
and executing the survey,
and my kudos to the forest
department and the team
of volunteers who organ-
ised this initiative. I sin-
cerely hope that the state
will see many more such
citizen science efforts
which are already happen-
ing in different parts of the
country with great suc-
cess” - says Garima Bhatia
from Bangalore, Program
Manager of Early-Bird proj-
ect under Nature
Conservation Foundation
(NCF).

RPC doctor and Jan Militia member surrendered before SP
Konta, Dec 03: Former
Battalion Medical Team
Commander and present
Panchayat Medical Team
Commander and Jan
Militia member surren-
dered before Sukma SP
Sunil Sharma along with
weapons on Dec 1 at SPÆs
office in Sukma district.
According to the informa-
tion received, influenced
by the Naxalite eradica-
tion campaign being run
in the district and the
ôRehabilitation Policyö of
the Chhattisgarh
Government and the
ôPoona Narkom
Abhiyanö (New Subah,
New Beginning) being
run by the Sukma Police,
Sariyam of the banned
Naxalite organization
Sandeep (Arlampalli) RPC

doctor team commander
& East South Bastar
Battalion No. 1 medical
team commander with
prize money of Rs 2 lakh
by Chhattisgarh govern-
ment and Rs 5000 by the
SP Sukma), Podium
Hidma (Jan Militia mem-
ber), both residents of po-
lice station Polampalli
area surrendered on
Thursday before Sukma
police. It was done in the

SPÆs office before SP
Sukma Sunil Sharma,
Second Commanding
Officer 74 CRPF Sandeep
Bijania. The surrendered
Podium Hidma naxalite
also handed over his 1 no
Bharmar gun during sur-
render.

Surrender Sariyam
Sandeep joined Naxal or-
ganization as a CNM
member in the year 2010 (5
months) after which
worked as a Division
Doctor team member in
the year 2010-11 (5-6
months). In the year 2012-
13  he became Bureau
Doctor Team Member
(ACM). In Year 2014-16  he
was active in the post of
Battalion Doctor Team
Commander. Then he left
home and came to his vil-

lage. In the year 2019 and
till date, Aralampalli was
executing the work of the
organization by staying in
the work committee and
as a doctor in RPC. The
surrendered Naxalite was
involved in incidents like
Kasalpad encounter,
Pidmel encounter,
Komanpad encounter,
Palmed Naxalite Dera en-
counter besides road dam-
age and spike installation.
On the other hand, sur-
rendered Podium Hidma
remained active as a CNM
member from the year
2005-2011 and Jan Militia
member from the year
2012. On the other hand,
Hidma surrendered be-
fore SP Sukma on
Thursday with a loaded
gun.

School students take out rally and create awareness

Bemetara, Dec 03: On
the occasion of the conclu-
sion of the Constitution
Week under the direction
of National Legal
Services Authority, New
Delhi and Salsa Bilaspur,
from Nov 26- Dec 2 and
under the guidance of
President / District and
Sessions Judge Jaideep
Vijay Nimonkar, paralegal
volunteers of the authori-
ty Prachi Tiwari, Sonia
Singh organized a legal lit-
eracy camp at
Government Pre-
Secondary School Dholia
Bemetara. The students
were informed about the
fundamental rights, fun-
damental duties men-
tioned in the Constitution

and the Preamble of the
Constitution and various
laws useful in student life.

Information was also-
given about the right to ed-
ucation for school stu-
dents, Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offenses Act 2012,
Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, Child
Trafficking, NALSA
Helpline 15100, Child
Helpline 1098, Cyber
??Crime, Environment
P r o t e c t i o n - J e e v a n
Raksha, Child Labour,

Beti Bachao-Beti
Education, harassment of
women at work place,
child labor and drug ad-
diction and information
related to trafficking of
women and children was
provided. Also, a rally was
taken out by the school
students. The children in-
volved in the rally made
people aware by roaming
around with awareness in-
spired slogan placards in
their hands.

On the occasion of
World AIDS Day on

December 1, a legal aware-
ness camp was organized
in a private hospital in
Bemetara, while provid-
ing information regarding
the HIV AIDS Prevention
and Control Act, the peo-
ple were informed that the
said act is necessary to
protect the human rights
of the infected and affect-
ed population. It provides
a legal and enabling
framework and the act
aims to protect people liv-
ing with and affected by
HIV and prohibits HIV
testing as a pre-condition
for employment and ac-
cess to healthcare.
Information was also
given regarding the provi-
sion of punishment for
those found spreading ha-
tred and discriminating
against HIV infected 
people.

Assembly Speaker and Agriculture 
Minister flagged off ‘Bima Rath’

Raipur, Dec 03:
Assembly Speaker Dr.
Charandas Mahant and
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey
flagged off the ‘Bima
Rath’ from the
Agriculture Minister’s
residence. This chariot
will tour various districts
of the state till December
15 and make farmers
aware about ‘Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana’ and weather based
Crop Insurance Scheme.

It is noteworthy that in
Rabi season year 2022,
under the Amrit
Mahotsav of
Independence, the fourth

crop insurance week is
being celebrated from
December 1 to 7. Under
this week, farmers will be
given information about
the benefits of crop insur-
ance, as well as the

process of taking crop in-
surance and the stories of
beneficiary farmers, so
that no farmer is deprived
of the benefits of crop in-
surance, more and more
farmers can be benefited.

Significantly, the last
date for availing benefits
from both the insurance
schemes is  December 15,
2022. Through this Bima
Rath, farmers will be ap-
pealed to take advantage
of the crop insurance
scheme by the due date.
On this occasion,
Additional Director
Agricultural Engineering
G.K. Pidhiha, Additional
Director Horticulture Mr.
Bhupendra Pandey, Joint
Director Agriculture Mr.
B.K. Mishra, Deputy
Director Agriculture
Raipur Mr. R.K. Kashyap
and the farmers were
present.

CBSE Far East Zone Roller Skating Competition begins

Raipur, Dec 03: Krishna
Public School (KPS)
Sarona Raipur organized
the most prestigious and
prominent three-day long
(Dec 2, 3 & 4) CBSE  Far
East Zone Roller Skating
Competition at its 200 mtr
bend track skating ground
(only one of its kind in
Chhattisgarh State) with
abundance sportive guts
gusto. Two thousand
skaters from twelve states
( Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
West Bengal, Assam,
Sikkim, Manipur, Tripura
and others) of the far east
zone participated in the
competition.

Prior to the commence-
ment of the sports events,
Dr Rakesh Mishra,
Director KPS Sarona ex-

tended a formal welcome
to the esteemed Chief
Guest Dr Rashmi Ashish
Singh Thakur,
Parliamentary Secretary
& MLA Takhatpur inaugu-
rated the event by lighting
the ceremonial lamp be-
fore the portrait of god-
dess Saraswati. Kishore
Bhandari, Seema Jindal
Dr Archana Mishra

Principal KPS Sarona
Raipur, Aparna Tripathi,
Academic Director KPS
Sarona Raipur were the
distinguished dignitaries
who graced the inaugural
moments. The Chief Guest
in her address expressed
best wishes to all the par-
ticipants and their parents
who travelled a long dis-
tance to win and witness

the grand event. She ex-
tended her thankfulness to
Dr Rakesh Mishra and
school management, staff
of KPS Sarona for provid-
ing organizing and  avail-
ing opportunity to all the
skaters. People from differ-
ent walk of life honoured
the state anthem of
Chhsttisgarh Mahatari
before the beginning of

the competitions.
According to the official

sources,500 mtr qualifying
races of inline quad for
the age group of
8,10,12,14,16 and 18yrs of
both boys and girls were
conducted on the first day.
The semi finals and finals
will be held on the next
two days, he said in a con-
versation.

Environment building training
for teachers held

Bemetara, Dec 03: Under
the inclusive education of
overall education in the dis-
trict, environment-building
training for teachers from
class 1st to 12th (to intro-
duce them to the concept of
inclusive education, Braille
and sign language), a 1-day
district level residential
training of 10-day for teach-
ers from class 1st to 8th
from Nov 21-30  and on Nov
21 for Class teachers of
Class 9th to 12th was done
with complete residential

arrangements.
The workshop was organ-

ized on the instructions of
Collector and District
Mission Director under the
guidance of District
Education Officer and
District Mission
Coordinator at Singhraur
Kurmi Bhawan Durg Road
Bemetara. The training was
started by worshiping the
photo of Goddess
Saraswati. In the workshop,
Renuka Choubey, Rajni
Dewangan, Sarita Satnami,
Ganga Prasad and
Chandrakant Verma were

trained by master trainers
BRP inclusive education.

Problem related to class-
room management teaching
material is being redressed
for the linguistic and com-
munication barriers com-
ing in the education of sign
language, Braille script,
hearing impaired, vision
impaired, speech impaired
children. Guidance is being
given by experts in this dis-
trict level workshop to edu-
cate them through innova-
tion. As the training is resi-
dential, the department has
made arrangements for ac-
commodation and food in
the training center. 80 teach-
ers and BRP inclusive edu-
cation master trainers of all
four development blocks
participated in the training
every day.

Dipak Kumar Basu met Governor Ms. Uikey
Raipur, Dec 03: Dipak
Kumar Basu, Managing
Director and State Head
of Indian Oil
Corporation Limited,
Raipur called on
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan. On
this occasion, Dipak
Kumar Basu, T.N. Sundar
Rajan, Mr. Shashi
Chowdhary, Mr. Sanjeev
Mathur and Mr. Amit
Kumar Khayaliya were fel-
citated with mementos.

Chhattisgarhi language is prosperous: Dr Kar

Raipur, Dec 03: State
level convention of
Literary Organization
‘Chand Ke Cha’ was organ-
ized with fun and gaiety at
Bais Bhavan here.
Linguist Dr Chittaranjan
Kar was the chief guest
while Kamal Verma, State
President of Chhattisgarh
Gazetted Officers
Association presided over
the programme. The other
special guests were Dr
Sudhir Sharma, Linguist,
Vijay Mishra noted the-
atre artist, Puran Singh
Bais, President Bais
Kurmi Kshatriya Samaj,
Arun Nigam, founder of
the organization and

many others. Arun Nigam
has taken initiative to
write Chhattisgarhi lan-
guage in a proper manner.
In the programme works
of Bodhanraj Nishadraj,
Suchi Sahu and Jagdish

Sahu were released.
In his speech Dr

Kar said, grammar of any
language can be used in
any other language.
Kamal Verma congratulat-
ed all who are busy in

making Chhattisgarhi lan-
guage rich.

In this series Vijay
Mishra said, spider is
known for its natural in-
stinct and spins a well knit
web. In the same way lin-

QSR Chain Fat Tiger opens its new outlet in Raipur
Raipur, Dec 03: Quick
Restaurant Chain Fat
Tiger has recently inaugu-
rated its first franchise-
owned restaurant in
Raipur. The store is spread
across an area of 1810 sq.
ft. in carpet area. The out-
let is situated at Akash
Tower, Shangar Nagar,
Raipur  in order to attract
a large number of youth,
families, students, and
anyone who enjoys Pan
Asian cuisine in various
flavours.

Fat Tiger is a modern
Qsr and Café chain that of-
fers Momo, Burgers, Pizza,
Drinks and much more
here in the city. The chain
brings internationally ac-
claimed teas, beverages
and expertly made momos
and much more to India,
along with options for nu-
tritious meals.

As a part of their recent
expansion plans, they
have added this outlet to
its pre-existing 50+ outlets
in 22 cities, strengthening
its already strong presence
across the country. The
brand is also planning to
open 200 more offline out-
lets in the forthcoming 30-
36 months. Mr. Sahaj
Chopra and Mr. Sahil

Arya, Co-Founders and
Directors of Fat Tiger,
stated in response to the
announcement, “We are
happy to open a new store
in a new city and to steadi-
ly expand across the coun-
try. We are excited to wel-
come new customer feed-
backs and to witness their
experiences relating toour
servings. We hope our new

store enjoys same love and
trust from our customers.
We promise to bring both
enjoyment and a delec-
table food experience to
our patrons with the open-
ing of our new outlet in
the heart of Raipur. Our
goal is to spread happiness
by sharing small pockets
of love (dim sums) and big
sips of chilled modern tea
with everyone. Talking
about the brand, they add,
“ At Fat Tiger, we take
things a step further by in-
troducing the flavourful
family of Momos alone
with much more to offer in
the menu made from some
of the finest ingredients
and of a curated menu.
Meanwhile, bringing the
newly adopted interna-
tional trade to the well-
travelled Indian palate and
great prices.

Bhagat instructs to prepare
separate logo of Culture Dept
Raipur, Dec 03: A meeting
of the Chhattisgarh
Culture Council was held
under the chairmanship of
Culture Minister Mr.
Amarjit Bhagat.
Presidents and members
of academies and research
institutes specially partici-
pated in the meeting. The
meeting took place at
Surguja Kutir located in
MLA Colony, Raipur. It is
noteworthy that Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel is the President of
Chhattisgarh Culture
Council and Culture
Minister Mr. Bhagat is the
Vice President of the
Council. The pre-budget
preparations were dis-
cussed in detail in the
meeting chaired by
Minister  Bhagat. Point-
wise discussion was held
in the meeting regarding
the work done in the finan-
cial year 2022-23 and the
work plans to be done in
the next financial year
2023-24. In the meeting,
presidents and members of
academies and research
institutes presented their
respective action plans in
relation to preserving dif-

ferent genres of art and
culture, their promotion
and innovation. Minister
Mr. Bhagat emphasized on
working in the direction of
furthering all genres in-
cluding Tribal and Folk
Arts Academy, Kala
Academy, Sahitya
Academy. Minister Mr.
Bhagat instructed the offi-
cers to prepare a separate
logo of the Culture
Department.

Vice President of
Chhattisgarh Culture
Council Mr. Bhagat said
that under the guidance of
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel, the inten-
tion of conservation and
promotion by bringing all
the arts, culture and tradi-

tions of the state under
one roof is becoming
meaningful. In the last 04
years, result-oriented
works have been done to
preserve and take forward
the dying genres in the
state. He said that
Chhattisgarh has got a
new identity at the nation-
al and international level
through the National
Tribal Dance Festival.

In the meeting of the
Council, the Secretary of
Culture and Archeology
Department Mr.
Anbalagan P., Director
Culture Mr. Vivek
Acharya, President of
Chhattisgarh Sindhi
Academy, Mr. Ram Gidlani,
President of Tribal and

Folk Arts Academy, Mr.
Navalkishore Shukla,
Director of Kala Academy,
Mr. Yogendra Tripathi,
Shri Ramkumar Tiwari,
President of Shrikant
Verma Shodhpeeth,
P a i n t i n g - S c u l p t u r e
Specialist Ms. Sunita
Verma, Dance Specialist
Ms. Vasanti Vaishnav, Art
Specialist Mr. Bhupesh
Tiwari, Chhattisgarh
Official Language
Secretary Dr. Anil
Bhatpahari, Vice President
of Sindhi Academy
Member Mr. Nanak
Railwani, Lok Kala
Akademi Shri Kalicharan
Yadav, Member, and senior
officials of the Culture
Department were present.
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At the conclusion of
Constitution Week

State level convention
of ‘Chand Ke Cha’ 

 At KPS Sarona

 From Class 1 to 12 



Labour falls from 
under-construction bridge

Central Chronicle News

KKoonnttaa,,  DDeecc  0033:: A labour was in-
jured on Tuesday after falling
from the under-construction
bridge between Konta-Motu in
Konta Nagar of Sukma district,
fag-end of Chhattisgarh.
According to information,
Odisha resident Damru Maloli,
age 22, was working at the
under-construction bridge. He
started working on Tuesday like
every day and all of sudden he
fell into the water under the
bridge. Due to the height from
the fall, he got hurt in his leg and
forehead. The injured were
brought to the Konta Health

Center by other people engaged
in bridge construction where
after first aid it was found that a
leg has got fractured and there
was also an injury on his fore-
head. It may be known that on
Thursday night and Friday morn-
ing, in the under-construction
bridge between Chhattisgarh
and Odisha, a resident of
Dhondra, Soyam Narayya, who
was taking care of the bridge,
died after falling into a pit. 

50 permanent warrantees arrested 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Dec 03:
Continuous action is being
taken against anti-social el-
ements in the district. In
which a special campaign
has been launched in dif-
ferent areas of Bastar dis-
trict against the perma-
nent warranties who have
been absconding for many
years. The police arrested

50 permanent warrantees
and produced them in the
court.

Separate teams were
formed under the guidance
of Bastar SP Jitendra
Singh Meena, ASP
Nivedita Paul and supervi-
sion of City
Superintendent of Police
Vikas Kumar. The formed
teams were sent to take ac-
tion against permanent

warranty. Criminals of the
district who were abscond-
ing for a long time after
committing the crime were
rounded off.

On this a permanent
warrant was issued by the
Court. Action has been
taken to catch such ab-
sconding permanent war-
rantees under a special
drive. 50 warrantees in-
cluding 15 from Police

Station Kotwali, 17 from
Police Station Bodhghat, 9
from Police Station
Bhanpuri, 5 from Police
Station Nagarnar, 3 from
Bastar and 1 from police
Station Lohdiguda of the
district, were produced be-
fore the court.

Officers who played im-
portant role in this includ-
ed DSP (Probationary)
Ashish Netam, Inspector

Eman Sahu, Lalji Sinha,
Kishore Kenwat, Budhram
Nag, Liladhar Rathore,
Tameshwar Chauhan, SI
Pramod Thakur, AI
Lambodar Kashyap,
Narhari Vaishnav,
Vinayak Thakur, Satish
Yadav, Dilip Thakur,
Laxminarayan Dhruv,
Satish Yaduraj, Subhash
Singh, Head Constable
Nakul Kashyap, Umesh
Chandel, Lavan Panigrahi,
Pawan Srivastava, Sunil
Manhar, Narendra
Narayan Prabhakar,
Kheduram Maurya,
Pileshwar Sahu, Constable
Prakash Nayak, Yuvraj
Thakur, Ravi Sardar,
Bhupendra Netam,
Yashwant Nareti, Prem
Verma and Sunita Singh,
Lalita Taram and Reena.

Youth getting opportunity to show
their talent in Youth Festival: Kanwar
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 03: The two-
day district level youth fes-
tival, organized under the
aegis of District
Administration and Sports
and Youth Welfare
Department, was inaugu-
rated in the premises of
Vidyut Grih Higher East
Secondary School.

The program was inau-
gurated by District
Panchayat President
Shivkala Kanwar, who was
included as the chief guest,
in the presence of District
Collector Sanjeev Jha. On
the first day of the festival,
1073 participants of the dis-
trict displayed their talent
in 38 different genres, and
the festival will conclude
on December 2.

On this occasion,
District Panchayat
President Mrs. Kanwar
said that the state govern-
ment has always been
working to give impor-
tance to the traditional
folk art, culture and sports
activities of Chhattisgarh
and now the participants

of the rural and urban
areas of the district are
getting a better opportuni-
ty to showcase their talent
through the District Level
Youth Festival.

On this occasion,
Collector Sanjeev Jha said
that the government is

working towards promot-
ing the cultural, tradition-
al and sports activities of
the state. District
Panchayat CEO Nutan
Kanwar, Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prabhakar
Pandey, Korba SDM Seema

Patre, Korba District CEO
Ruchi Shardul, Tehsildar
Mukesh Dewangan,
Municipal Corporation
Mayor in Council Santosh
Singh Rathore and other
public representatives offi-
cers, staff and participants
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Berla, Dec 03: A new case
of embezzlement of extra
rice from government ra-
tion shop, in Gram
Panchayat Danganiya,
under Berla Janpad
Panchayat has come
to fore.

According to the
information, the
whole matter is re-
lated to the distur-
bance in the distri-
bution of ration in
the government
fair price shop op-
erated in village
Dangania under
Berla development
block, including
the main village
Danganiya (B) and
subsidiary village
Chongi Khapri, which
has around 500 BPL-APL
and Antyodaya ration
card holders.

According to informa-
tion received, in this re-
gard, a person Balram
Sen father Pardeshi Sen
of the local Dangania (B)
village whose ration

card number
226509628364 has given a
complaint in the District
Collectorate.

According to the com-
plaint, additional 25 kg
ration has not been

given in their ration card
in May 2022 and June
2022 and 10 kg extra rice
in the current month of
November 2022.

The complaint has
been done against Kanti
Bai Gupta, president of
the village Sheetla Food
Security and Nutrition
Consumer Services

Cooperative Society, and
seller Uttam Gupta.

It is noteworthy that
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the
central government had
announced to give addi-

tional rice as ration for
three months from
October 2022 to
December 2022.

In which due to techni-
cal flaws, distribution
could not be done
throughout the month of
October. Therefore, for
two months (October
2022 and November

2022), it was announced
to give additional ration
of the central govern-
ment to the beneficiaries
at one go.

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Dec 03:
Chouksey Group of
Colleges, Bilaspur is to or-
ganize a blood donation
camp, an International
seminar and Bilaspur
Super-30 in December
2022. Preparations have
been intensified in the
group for these programs
useful for school and col-
lege students, education-
ists, research scholars as
well as the society.

On the occasion of
World AIDS Day on 1st
December, a blood dona-
tion camp was organized
with the joint effort of
Red Ribbon Club, NCC

and NSS unit of
Chouksey Group. In this
event, along with Balaji
Charitable Blood Center,
Chouksey Group motivat-
ed the general public for
blood donation.

The staff and students of
Engineering College,
School of Pharmacy,
Chouksey College of
Science and Commerce con-
tributed to this program
where a total of 180 units of
blood were donated.

Earlier in 2022, a blood
donation camp was organ-
ized on the
birthday(August) of the
Managing Director, in
which 68 units of blood
were donated. The
Chouksey Group of
Colleges has been working
from time to time towards
three public awareness and

social concern.
The development that

has happened so far in the
world is the result of re-
search. Research is impor-
tant in all areas of the
world. The present era is
the era of continuous new
research.

A two-day International

seminar "VIMARSH-2k22"
is being organized on 16th-
17th December 2022 at
Choksey Group of
Colleges. Renowned educa-
tionists and experts from
Sri Lanka, Taiwan,
Singapore, Thailand will
participate in it.

Recent research on all

subjects of Technology,
Management, Pharmacy,
Commerce and Science
will be presented in
Vimarsh 2022. Through
seminar Chouksey Group
of Colleges will provide a
platform to the students
and academicians to pres-
ent their research and will

also act as an incentive for
more research work in fu-
ture.

Chouksey Group of
Colleges is organizing
Bilaspur Super-30 (second
edition) from 19th to 21st
December 2022 for school
students (higher second-
ary) and polytechnic stu-
dents of Bilaspur and sur-
rounding areas. Cricket,
Football, Pro-Kabaddi and
Badminton competition
will be organized under
"Sports Saga" in this mega
event.

Sports Saga will be or-
ganized under the joint
aegis of Chhattisgarh
Kabaddi Association,
Bilaspur Kabaddi
Association, Bilaspur,
Badminton Association
and District Football
Association. Quiz

Competition, Need for
Speed (Gaming)
Competition, Counter
Strike (Gaming)
Competition and Fun
Games will be organized
under "Skill and Thrill".
Fashion show and Dance
competition will be organ-
ized under "Harlem
Nights".

Today's era is considered
to be the era of competi-
tion. Through Super 30, a
greater platform will be
provided to the school stu-
dents, where they will be
able to learn the lesson of
competition, team and co-
ordination along with the
spirit of sports.

They will be able to ex-
hibit their art and ability
in various competitions
and will also be able to re-
ceive a reward.

Collector inspects 
District Transport Office

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Dec 03: District
Collector Rahul Deo here
conducted a surprise in-
spection of the District
Transport Office located
at village Dharampura
and he took detailed infor-
mation about license, per-
mit, fitness, registration of
vehicles, renaming, pollu-
tion checking center and
other works for vehicle op-
eration. He also examined
the license application
and issued instructions to
complete the process as
per rules.

The Collector himself
examined the documents
related to all the activities
conducted in the

Transport Office and said
that the general public
should not face any kind
of problems. He also in-
structed the transport of-
fice to issue fitness certifi-
cates only after ensuring

compliance of prescribed
standards including speed
governor device during
the physical test process of
goods vehicles.

District Transport
Officer Aseem Mathur

said that the 'Tunhar
Sarkar, Tunhar Dwar'
scheme has been started
by the Transport
Department, in which li-
cense and registration cer-
tificate and other trans-
port services are delivered
to their doorstep through
speed post.

He informed that the
Transport Facility Center
is also being operated in
the district to make learn-
ing license, in which
learning license appli-
cants are being made im-
mediately. On this occa-
sion, officers of the con-
cerned department in-
cluding Additional
Collector Tirthraj
Agarwal were present.
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Second incident in a
week due to con-
tractor’s negligence

From different police
station areas of
Bastar district
Accused were
absconding for many
years, arrested and
presented in the
court

To organize more 
big events in Dec

Community leaders demand 
to make Rajim a district

Central Chronicle News

Rajim, Dec 02: District
Magistrate Prabhat Malik
has called an important
meeting of the representa-
tives of all societies and
community leaders on
Thursday regarding the
possible visit of Chief
Minister of Chhattisgarh
Bhupesh Baghel in district
Gariaband on 5th and 6th
December. The meeting
was attended by Samaj
and community heads, in
proximity.

Meanwhile, Sahu Samaj
Rajim Bhaktin Mata
Samiti submitted a memo-
randum of 7-point de-
mands to the Chief
Minister of the state to the
District Magistrate, which
includes making Rajim a

district, construction of
high-tech bus stand in the
name of Rajim Bhaktin
Mata, construction of CC
road to visit Rajim
Bhaktin Mata
Dharamshala among vari-

ous others.
Prominent among those

who submitted the memo-
randum are Bhuneshwar
Sahu, Vice President of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Sangh, Lala Sahu,

President of Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Samiti,
Yogesh Sahu, Convener of
Youth Cell of Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Samiti,
Sharad Parkar, Youth
President of Nishad
Samaj, District President
of Patel Samaj, Somnath
Patel, area president of
Sahu Samaj Gopal Sahu,
general secretary of Rajim
Bhaktin Mata Samiti
Sohan Sahu.

Rajim holds special im-
portance politically, eco-
nomically, commercially
and culturally and Rajim
has its own special place
in India including entire
Chhattisgarh and the peo-
ple of the district are
awaiting the arrival of the
CM for Rajim to be de-
clared a district.

Chouksey Group of Colleges hold blood donation camp VC IGNTU receives
‘Pandit Makhan Lal
Chaturvedi’ award

AAmmaarrkkaannaatthhaakk..  DDeecc  0033::
University (IGNTU),
Amarkantak  Professor S.P.M.
Tripathi was awarded the All
India Prestigious Award
'Pandit Makhan Lal
Chaturvedi' award for the work
"Man Manas Mein Ram".  Not
only the university family but
the entire Rewa section is
proud of this achievement of
the Vice-Chancellor. 

Vice Chancellor of Indira
Gandhi National Tribal 

Embezzlement of rice from 
govt ration shop reported

"A complaint has
been submitted by me
to the Collectorate of-
fice highlighting the
matter of disturbance
on the distribution of
ration in the village, on
which I demand imme-
diate investigation and
action."

(Balram Sen,
Complainant)

"A complaint was
given in this regard by
an applicant of the vil-
lage to the Collectorate
office, which has been
received through Berla
SDM, proper action will
be taken soon after in-
vestigation."

(Daleshwar Sahu,
Food Inspector Berla) 
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Dia Mirza launches Dr Shroff’s life-based
story ‘Success Mantras and Musings’

Ahmedabad, Dec 03: 

At an august event the
effervescent and gorgeous
actress Dia Mirza
launched the book
‘Success Mantras and
Musings – Edupreneur
Manjula Pooja Shroff ’s
which journals Dr.
Shroff ’s dreams accom-
plished, challenges over-
come, and faith height-
ened. The book has 19
chapters that outline and
delve into her life learn-
ings, it is a culmination of
rich experiences, ideas,
and examples of living
that drive her to excel,
nurture young minds, sup-
port individual journeys,
and encourage faith and
self-reliance. The book is
authored by Ms. Anurita
Rathore Jadeja, an experi-

enced journalist and
media professional from
Ahmedabad. This master-
piece is pressed to the
pages by Ms. Renu Kaul
Verma from Vitasta
Publishing Pvt. Ltd

Ms. Dia Mirza Rekhi,
speaking about the book
shares, “Dr. Shroff is an
inspiration to all, I feel
proud as a woman that she
took such daring steps de-
spite facing many odds.
The book on Dr. Shroff is
very inspiring as she has
shared her whole life jour-
ney with us with all the
ups and downs, I could re-
late to a lot of instances
and felt a heart-warming
connection to it. This
book is a reader’s delight;
I loved it as it is a gem in
itself.

Dr. Manjula Pooja

Shroff, MD. CEO Kalorex
Group talks about her
book, “A book is a great
way to tell a story. This
book brings out elements
that haven’t been written
yet. It’s even surprising to
me that I would have so
many facets. I feel very
grateful and privileged
today that there’s a docu-
ment of my life. When
you are inherently confi-
dent, you look at things
the way they are. The
unique thing about this
book is that it brings out
my feelings about the past
and makes me think
about how I started.

Anurita Rathore
Jadeja, author of the
book, on what inspired
her to write this book,
“When I came across Dr.
Manjula Pooja Shroff, I
wanted to know her. She’s
someone who can infuse
joy and laughter, who’s
gone through pain, but
not bogged down by all of
it. Her wholesome spirit
and personality made me
want to write this book. I
could sense the pain that
she’s gone through and as
we both come from simi-
lar backgrounds. It has
been great working with
her.”

‘India never favours war, violence’
Bengaluru, Dec 03 (PTI) 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Saturday said India nei-
ther troubles others nor
does it spare those who
trouble the country.

India never favoured
war and violence but it
cannot remain neutral to
injustice and oppression,
Singh said.

“We all believe that
India is a country which
had always been peace lov-
ing. War and violence
were never our nature.
India neither attacked any
other country, nor it occu-
pied even an inch of any
other country’s land. This
is India’s character,” the
Defence Minister said.

Singh was speaking at
the Gita Dana Yajna or-
ganised by the
International Society for

Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) at its magnifi-
cent Rajadhiraja Govinda
temple in Vasantapura in
Bengaluru.

“The world should also
know that India doesn’t
like war and violence, but
staying neutral to the in-
justice and oppression is
also not part of our char-
acter,” he said without

elaborating.
The Union Minister ex-

plained the circum-
stances that led to the
Battle of Mahabharata.

It was on the battlefield
of Kurukshetra where
Lord Sri Krishna deliv-
ered his epic lecture
which came to be known
as Srimad Bhagwad Gita,
he said. The Defence
Minister told the gather-
ing that the Pandavas, the
central character of the
Hindu epic Mahabharata
were ready to settle for
five villages after spend-
ing years in exile but the
Kauravas were not ready
to part with land measur-
ing the cusp of a needle.
This denial had led to the
battle, which ended by es-
tablishing the victory of
virtues. “That’s why I
often say that India never
troubles others but if

someone troubles us,
India will not spare them.
This is the message of
Bhagwad Gita,” Singh
said.

He also told the audi-
ence that the content of
Gita makes it eternal and
universal. Reading
Bhagwad Gita and imbib-
ing it in life makes a per-
son fearless, he added.

The ISKCON
Bengaluru has decided to
donate one lakh copies of
Bhagwad Gita through
out this month, apart
from organising cultural
and religious events.

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai, former Chief
Minister B S
Yediyurappa and ISRO
chairman S Somanath
were among the digni-
taries who were present
on the occasion.

Gangster shot dead in front of house in Sikar
Sikar (Rajasthan), Dec 03 (PTI) 

A gangster was shot
dead by five men at the
gate of his house in
Rajasthan’s Sikar district
on Saturday, police said.

Another man who had
gone to meet his daughter
studying in a coaching in-
stitute there was also hit
by bullets and died.

Raju Theth, who had
several criminal cases
against him and was on
bail, was the rival of
dreaded criminal
Anandpal Singh, who was
killed in a police en-

counter in June 2017.
Five assailants opened

fire at Theth at the main
gate of his house on
Piprali road under Udyog
Nagar police station,
Superintendent of Police
Kunwar Rasthradeep told
PTI. Another official said
that a man identified as
Tarachand who was pres-
ent there was also hit by
bullets and died.
Tarachand’s daughter
studies in a coaching insti-
tute on Piprali road and he
had reached there to meet
her but the accused also
fired at him thinking that

he was an aide of Theth.
Director General of Police
(DGP) Umesh Mishra said
four of the five suspects
involved in the murder
case have been identified.
The situation in Sikar is
peaceful and is being mon-
itored, he added. One
CCTV footage surfaced in
which the accused are
seen present with Theth at
the gate of his house.

When the accused went
there, a tractor trolley also
reached in front of the
house and it was stranded
when the assailants
opened fire at Theth.

Gender-neutral oath of Kudumbashree
irks Islamic scholar in Kerala

Kozhikode (Kerala), Dec 03 (PTI) 

An Islamic scholar has
come out against an oath
administered to the volun-
teers of Kudumbashree,
an all-women network
under the Kerala govern-
ment, as part of its gender
campaign saying some
portions of it violated reli-
gious freedom and goes
against the principles of
Quran. The portion of the
pledge that a female mem-
ber of a family should
have equal property rights
over her father’s property,
did not go down well with
Nasar Faizi Koodathayi, a
prominent leader of
Samastha Kerala Jam-
Iyathul Qutba Committee,
an influential Islamic
body. The oath is part of a
circular, issued by the dis-
trict coordinator of the
Kudumbashree Mission,

the poverty eradication
mission of the state gov-
ernment, to administer
during its gender resource
meetings.

“We will provide equal
rights for both male and fe-
male over the property,”
the circular said among
other things.

Taking strong exception
to this, Koodathayi said
the pledge was against the
fundamental rights of reli-
gious freedom granted by
the Constitution.

In a recent Facebook
post, he said the state gov-
ernment has been organis-
ing various commendable
projects through
Kudumbashree as part of
the gender campaign con-
ducted by the Union
Ministry of Rural
Development.

However, some elements
among them amounted to

violating the fundamental
rights of religious free-
dom, he claimed.

“There is a proposal (in
the circular) to take a
pledge in the gender re-
source meeting in
Kudumbashree during the
fourth week. In the last
portion of the pledge, it
asks women members to
say: We will give property
rights to sons and daugh-
ters equally,” he said.

He claimed that as per
the Holy Quran, a man has
a share of property equal
to that of two women and
the female member has
been allowed half of what
a male member gets from
father’s property.

But, this could not be
considered as a discrimi-
nation as the man has the
complete responsibility of
looking after the family,
the scholar further said.

From Shimla to Surat, urban apathy to voting persists: EC
New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI) 

The Election
Commission on Saturday
said the voting percentage
increased in many con-
stituencies in Gujarat in
the first-phase polling but
the overall turnout was di-
minished by the urban apa-
thy to voting in key dis-
tricts such as Surat, Rajkot
and Jamnagar.

In urban constituencies
in Himachal Pradesh too
many voters shied away
from polling stations in the
assembly elections held
last month.

The urban assembly seat
of Shimla in Himachal
Pradesh recorded the low-
est turnout in the state at
62.53 per cent, 13 percent-
age points less than the
state average of 75.6 per
cent.

Cities in Gujarat have
also shown the trend of
urban apathy to voting,
pulling down the overall
turnout in the first phase,

the EC said. Voter turnout
in Surat, Rajkot and
Jamnagar was lower than
the overall 63.3 per cent in
the first phase of Gujarat
assembly elections, the poll
panel said.

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar appealed to the vot-
ers of Gujarat to come out
in large numbers during
the second-phase polling
on December 5 to make up
for the low voting in the
first phase.

The possibility of sur-
passing the 2017 voting per-
centage now depends on
their increased participa-
tion, he said, according to
the Election Commission.

The Gandhidham seat in
Kachchh district, which
has industrial establish-
ments, recorded the lowest
polling percentage of 47.8
per cent, a sharp decline of
6.34 percentage points from
the 2017 turnout. The latest
turnout was a new low, it
said. The second lowest

voting was in the Karanj
constituency of Surat,
which was also 5.37 per-
centage points lower than
its own low of 55.91 per
cent in 2017.

Major cities and urban
areas of Gujarat have not
only recorded decline in
voting percentage as com-
pared to the 2017 elections,
they have also voted much
less than the state average
of 63.3 per cent, the poll
panel said.

The voting percentage in
the first phase of election
in 2017 was 66.79 per cent.
“Had the voting percentage
in these assembly con-
stituencies been even equal
to the level of their own
voting percentage in 2017
election, the state average
would have been more than
65 per cent,” the EC under-
lined in a statement. There
was a visible difference in
the turnouts between rural
and urban constituencies.
The difference is as wide as
34.85 percentage points be-

tween the rural constituen-
cy of Dediapada in
Narmada district (82.71 per
cent) and the urban seat of
Gandhidham (47.86 pc).
Also, the average turnout
in important urban areas
is lower than the turnout
in rural constituencies.
“Within many districts,
rural constituencies have
voted much more than the
urban constituencies. For
example, in Rajkot, there is
a decline (in turnout) in all
the urban assembly con-
stituencies,” it said. CEC
Kumar has been working
continuously to address
the issue of apathy to-
wards voting by urban vot-
ers and the youth. Kumar
has been urging state chief
electoral officers to identi-
fy seats and polling sta-
tions with a low voter
turnout to ensure targeted
interventions to raise
awareness and break the
stranglehold of urban apa-
thy by reaching out to vot-
ers.

DEVOTEES THRONG TEMPLE

Ayyappa devotees at Sabarimala temple, in Pathanamthitta, Saturday.

BRIEF

Cycle rally 
 Jammu: The Jammu

Municipal
Corporation (JMC) in
association with
Jammu Smart City
Limited (JSCL) on
Saturday organised a
cycle rally as part of
government pro-
gramme ‘My Town
My Pride - Jan
Abhiyan’ with focus
on youth, skills and
self-employment, an
official said. The rally
was flagged off by the
JMC, Commissioner
and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of
JSCL, Rahul Yadav
from Bus Stand,
Jammu.

Suspended 
 Barwani: A govern-

ment school teacher
has been suspended
for attending the
Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Barwani district, an
official said on
Saturday. Rajesh
Kannoje, a teacher
with a primary school
under the state’s
Tribal Affairs
Department in
Kanasya, was sus-
pended on November
25, a day after he took
part in the yatra. The
issue came to light
after his suspension
order surfaced on so-
cial media.

Fire 
 Mumbai: A fire

broke out at a flat in a
22-storey building in
suburban Malad here
on Saturday, but there
was no report of in-
jury to anyone, a civic
official said. The blaze
erupted in the flat lo-
cated on the third
floor of Marina
Enclave building in
Jankalyan Nagar in
Malad around 11 am.
At least four fire ten-
ders were rushed to
the spot and the fire
was doused within 15
minutes, he said,
adding that nobody
was injured in the in-
cident.

Suicide
 Jaipur: A woman al-

legedly committed sui-
cide by hanging her-
self at her house in
Rajasthan’s Dausa dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday. The de-
ceased was identified
as Gayatri Devi, they
said. The woman’s
husband Sandeep,
who works as a home
guard, was on duty
when the incident
took place, Station
House Officer
(Mahua) Jitendra
Singh said.

Video 
 Jaipur: A day be-

fore Bharat Jodo
Yatra is slated to
enter Rajasthan,
Congress leader and
former deputy chief
minister Sachin
Pilot on Saturday re-
leased a video wel-
coming Rahul
Gandhi. “Entire
Rajasthan is joining
Rahul ji’s Bharat
Jodo Yatra.

Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge pays
tribute to first president
of India Rajendra Prasad
on his birth anniversary,
at Parliament in New
Delhi, Saturday.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh speaks during the in-
auguration of the ‘Gita
Dana Yajna Mahotsava’ on
the occasion of Gita
Jayanti, at ISKCON Sri
Rajadhiraja Govinda temple
in Bengaluru, Saturday.



BIDEN IN BOSTON

President Joe Biden is greeted by from left, Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass., Boston Mayor Michelle Wu and Lisa Wieland,
CEO of Massport, as he arrives at Boston Logan International Airport in Boston. Biden is in Boston to meet with
Britain’s Prince William, participate in an IBEW phone bank and attend a Democratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee reception. 
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Punta del Este
(Uruguay), Dec 03 (AP):
More than 2,000 experts
wrapped up a week of ne-
gotiations on plastic pollu-
tion Friday, at one of the
largest global gatherings
ever to address what even
industry leaders in plas-
tics say is a crisis.

It was the first meeting
of a United Nations com-
mittee set up to draft what
is intended to be a land-
mark treaty to bring an
end to plastic pollution
globally. “The world needs
this treaty because we are
producing plastics by the
billions,” said Jyoti
Mathur-Filipp, executive
secretary of the

I n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l
Negotiating Committee
for plastics in an inter-
view with The Associated
Press. “Billions of tons of
plastics are being pro-
duced every year and
there is absolutely no way
to ensure that this plastic
doesn’t end up in the envi-
ronment.”

Entire beaches on what
used to be pristine islands
are now mounded with
trash. Examination of a
random handful of sand
in many places reveals
pieces of plastic.

The United Nations
Environment Programme
held the meeting in a city
known for its beaches,

Punta del Este, Uruguay,
from Monday through
Friday.

Delegates from more
than 150 countries, plastic
industry representatives,
environmentalists, scien-
tists, waste pickers, tribal
leaders and others affect-
ed by the pollution attend-
ed in person or virtually.
Waste pickers are seeking
recognition of their work
and a just transition to
fairly remunerated,
healthy and sustainable
jobs. Even in this first
meeting of five planned
over the next two years,
factions came into focus.
Some countries pressed
for top-down global man-

dates, some for national
solutions and others for
both. If an agreement is
eventually adopted, it
would be the first legally-
binding global treaty to
combat plastic pollution.

Leading the industry
point of view was the
American Chemistry
Council, a trade associa-
tion for chemical compa-
nies. Joshua Baca, vice
president of the plastics
division, said companies
want to work with govern-
ments on the issue be-
cause they also are frus-
trated by the problem. But
he said they won’t support
production restrictions,
as some countries want.

Negotiators take first steps toward
plastic pollution treaty

Washington, Dec 03 (PTI):

The IMF “fully supports”
the G20 agenda of India,
which is planning to use the
ongoing global crises as an
opportunity to seek consen-
sus on issues that require ur-
gent attention, a senior offi-
cial from the international
financial body has said.
India formally assumed the
G20 Presidency on Thursday.

“They (India) are putting
together a collective agenda
for a much more prosperous
future,” Ceyla
Pazarbasioglu, Director of
the Strategy and Policy
Review department at the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF), told a group of
reporters ahead of her trip

to China and India next
week.

“They (India) plan to use
the ongoing (global) crises as
an opportunity to seek con-
sensus on issues that really
require urgent attention,”
she said on Thursday.

Pazarbasioglu was appar-
ently referring to the food
and energy crises due to the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war. The IMF “fully sup-
ports” the G20 agenda of
India, she said. The theme
of India’s G20 presidency
is “One Earth, One Family,
One Future.” “This means
that India is prioritising
the need to set aside differ-
ences and work at the local
level, the federal level, the
international level,” ex-

plained the IMF official.
India, she said, played an im-
portant role in negotiating
the G20 declaration in Bali,
Indonesia.

“As you know, we haven’t
been able to have a declara-
tion or a communique in the
past two ministerial meet-
ings, they were chair sum-
maries. I will not go into de-
tails on how many hours
those took. But so this was a
major achievement, which

included very strong lan-
guage, that most members
condemned the war in
Ukraine,” she said.

The G20’s Bali
Declaration last month ac-
knowledged differences
among members on the
Russia-Ukraine war but
stressed that it was essential
to adhere to international
law, including the protection
of civilians caught in con-
flicts.

IMF says it fully supports India’s G20 agenda
Washington, Dec 03 (PTI):

“India is a part of me
and I carry it with me
wherever I go,” Google and
Alphabet CEO Sundar
Pichai said, as he received
the prestigious Padma
Bhushan award from the
Indian envoy to the US.

Indian-American Pichai
was awarded the Padma
Bhushan for 2022 in the
Trade and Industry cate-
gory. The Madurai-born
Pichai was named one of
the 17 awardees earlier
this year.

He received India’s
third-highest civilian
award in the presence of
his close family members
in San Francisco on
Friday.

“I am deeply grateful to
the Indian government
and the people of India for
this immense honour. It is
incredibly meaningful to
be honoured in this way

by the country that
shaped me,” 50-year-old
Pichai said while accept-
ing the award from India’s
Ambassador to the US,
Taranjit Singh Sandhu.

“India is a part of me. I
carry it with me wherever
I go. (Unlike this beautiful
award which I will keep
somewhere safe),” he
said. “I was fortunate to
grow up in a family that
cherished learning and
knowledge, with parents
who sacrificed a lot to

make sure I had opportu-
nities to explore my inter-
ests,” Pichai said.

India’s Consul General
in San Francisco, T V
Nagendra Prasad, was
also present during the
event. “Delighted to hand
over Padma Bhushan to
CEO @Google & Alphabet
@sundarpichai in San
Francisco. Sundar’s inspi-
rational journey from
Madurai to Mountain
View, strengthening
India-US economic & tech.

ties, reaffirms Indian tal-
ent’s contribution to glob-
al innovation,” Sandhu
tweeted.

He said that Pichai rep-
resented the limitless pos-
sibilities of technology for
transformation.

“He has been making
commendable efforts to-
wards making digital
tools, and skills accessible
to across various seg-
ments of the society in dif-
ferent parts of the globe,”
he said. Recalling Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of technology that
combines 3Ss - speed, sim-
plicity and service,
Sandhu hoped that Google
would make full use of the
digital revolution happen-
ing in India.

Pichai said that it had
been amazing to return
to India many times over
the years to see the rapid
pace of technological
change.

India is a part of me: Google and Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai

Washington, Dec 03 (PTI):

The United States has
designated 12 countries, in-
cluding China, Pakistan
and Myanmar, as “coun-
tries of particular con-
cern” for the current status
of religious freedom in
these nations.

Announcing this on
Friday, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said
around the world, govern-
ments and non-state actors
harass, threaten, jail, and
even kill individuals on ac-
count of their beliefs.

In some instances, they
stifle individuals’ freedom
of religion or belief to ex-
ploit opportunities for po-
litical gain. These actions
sow division, undermine
economic security, and
threaten political stability

and peace. The US will not
stand by in the face of
these abuses.

“Today, I am announcing
designations against
Burma (Myanmar), the
People’s Republic of
China, Cuba, Eritrea, Iran,
Nicaragua, the DPRK,
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan as
Countries of Particular
Concern under the
International Religious
Freedom Act of 1998 for

having engaged in or toler-
ated particularly severe vi-
olations of religious free-
dom,” he said.

Simultaneously, Blinken
also placed Algeria, the
Central African Republic,
Comoros and Vietnam on
the Special Watch List for
engaging in or tolerating
severe violations of reli-
gious freedom.

The US also designated
al-Shabab, Boko Haram,
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the
Houthis, ISIS-Greater
Sahara, ISIS-West Africa,
Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam
wal-Muslimin, the Taliban,
and the Wagner Group
based on its actions in the
Central African Republic
as “Entities of Particular
Concern”.

“Our announcement of
these designations is in

keeping with our values
and interests to protect na-
tional security and to ad-
vance human rights
around the globe.
Countries that effectively
safeguard this and other
human rights are more
peaceful, stable, prosper-
ous and more reliable part-
ners of the United States
than those that do not,”
Blinken said.

Blinken said the US will
continue to carefully moni-
tor the status of freedom of
religion or belief in every
country around the world
and advocate for those fac-
ing religious persecution
or discrimination.

“We will also regularly
engage countries about our
concerns regarding limita-
tions on freedom of reli-
gion or belief, regardless of

whether those countries
have been designated,” he
said.

The US, he said, wel-
comes the opportunity to
meet with all governments
to address laws and prac-
tices that do not meet inter-
national standards and
commitments, and to out-
line concrete steps in a
pathway to removal from
these lists.

Meanwhile, ahead of the
announcement of such an
annual designation by the
State Department, there
were massive lobbying ef-
forts by groups like Indian
American Muslim Council
and pressures from organi-
sations like the US
Commission for
International Religious
Freedom to designate India
as a Country of Concern.

US designates Pak, China, Myanmar and 9 others as ‘countries
of particular concern’ for religious freedom violationIslamabad, Dec 03 (PTI):

Cash-strapped Pakistan
has averted a default on
its repayment of USD 1
billion against a matured
international Sukuk
(Sharia-compliant bond)
three days ahead of
schedule on Friday.

The Express Tribune
reported on Saturday that
as per the actual sched-
ule, the country was to re-
turn the maturing invest-
ment in the US dollar-de-
nominated global bond on
December 5.

“Yes, we have made the
payment of USD 1 bil-
lion,” State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP)
Spokesperson Abid
Qamar told the newspa-
per. The bank has made
the payment to Citigroup
which would transfer the
funds onward to the in-

vestors.
Earlier, the risk of de-

fault measured through a
5-year credit default swap
(CDS) hit a record high of
123 per cent last month,
building strongly on the
perception that the coun-
try would fail to arrange
the payment amid its low
foreign exchange re-
serves. CDS is an insur-
ance derivative that cov-
ers the risk of default on
the repayment.

Experts, however, said
this was an ill-liquid and
low-volume traded deriva-
tive.

A little trade in CDS
had built a wrong percep-
tion of default on the re-
payment. Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar, for-
mer finance minister
Miftah Ismail, and SBP
Governor Jameel Ahmad
reiterated Pakistan would

not default on any of its
international payments
and it would make all pay-
ments as per schedule.

“It has more than the
required foreign curren-
cy reserves,” Ahmad said
last month. The percep-
tion about Pakistan’s like-
ly default formed when
Sri Lanka defaulted on its
global bond repayments
after its reserves dimin-
ished earlier this year.

The nation faced an
acute shortage of medi-
cines, petroleum prod-
ucts, and foods as well as
a political crisis.

Comparing Colombo
with Islamabad on the re-
payment capacity, an ex-
pert said Pakistan had a
small share of 7-8 per cent
of its total foreign debt
through floating interna-
tional bonds like
Eurobond and Sukuk.

Pakistan averts default; pays USD 1
billion Sukuk bond before schedule

Islamabad, Dec 03 (PTI):

Pakistan has summoned
Afghanistan’s Charge
d’Affaires in Islamabad
and conveyed to him its
deep concern over the at-
tack on the country’s Head
of Mission in Kabul, it
emerged on Saturday.

U b a i d - u r - R e h m a n
Nizamani survived an at-
tack on Pakistan’s em-
bassy in Kabul on Friday,
drawing immediate con-
demnation and a demand
for a probe from
Islamabad.

Nizamani was targeted
by unidentified gunmen
while taking a walk in the
embassy compound. His
guard was critically in-
jured in the attack.

The Pakistan Foreign
Office said in a late-night
statement that the Afghan
diplomat was summoned
on Friday evening and
“conveyed Pakistan’s
grave concern over the se-

rious incident in which,
thankfully, the Head of
Mission remained un-
hurt” but the guard was
seriously wounded.

“The Charge d’Affaires
was conveyed that securi-
ty and protection of
Pakistan’s diplomatic
Missions and personnel
was the responsibility of
the Afghan Interim
Government and that this

incident was an extremely
serious security lapse,” it
said.

Pakistan demanded that
perpetrators of the attack
must be apprehended and
brought to justice urgently,
an investigation be
launched into the serious
breach of security of the
embassy premises, and
that all necessary steps be
taken to ensure the securi-
ty of the diplomatic prem-
ises, officers and staff
working in Pakistan’s
Mission in Kabul and
Consulates in Jalalabad,
Kandahar, Herat and
Mazar-i-Sharif, it said.

Terming the attack
“highly unfortunate”, the
Afghan Charge d’Affaires
said that it was perpetrat-
ed by the common ene-
mies of Pakistan and
Afghanistan and has been
condemned by the Afghan
leadership in the
strongest possible terms
at the highest level.

He also informed that
the security of the
Pakistani diplomatic mis-
sions had already been
beefed up and the Afghan
authorities would leave
no stone unturned in
bringing the perpetrators
of this dastardly act to
justice.

Separately, Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari received a call
from Acting Foreign
Minister of Interim
Government of
Afghanistan Amir Khan
Muttaqi in the wake of
the attack, the Foreign
Office said.

Muttaqi strongly con-
demned the attack target-
ing Nizamani.
Reiterating Afghanistan’s
firm resolve to combat
terrorism, he assured the
foreign minister that the
Afghan government “will
bring the perpetrators of
this heinous attack to jus-
tice swiftly”.

Pak summons Afghan diplomat to convey
anguish over attack on its envoy in Kabul

U b a i d - u r - R e h m a n
Nizamani,  the country’s
Head of Mission in Kabul,
survived an attack on
Pakistan’s embassy in
Kabul on Friday. 

Antony Blinken
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Give CJI free hand
The dynamic CJI means

business and wants to clean
our sinking, stinking judicial
system at all levels. He has
said justice should be citizen-
centric. The government
should give the CJI a free
hand to streamline the judici-
ary, as was done in the past by
TN Seshan in the Election
Commission. We need com-
mitted and compassionate
judges with sound legal acu-
men and impeccable integri-
ty to deliver fair, full and com-
plete justice in accordance
with the law. No court has the
competence to issue direc-
tives contrary to the law. The
principles of public accounta-
bility and transparency in the
functioning of an institution
are essential for its proper
and effective governance. The
judiciary, too, must introspect
the rot within and take cor-
rective steps.

Anil Bhatia, Hisar

Can’t do it alone
We have seen the fate of up-

right IPS officer Sreekumar
and activist Setalvad, and
also NDTV. There are many
such instances since
Independence. The first prior-
ity of all politicians is to re-
main in power, and not public
welfare. The responsibility
rests with the people, who
should examine the inten-
tions of politicians, execu-
tives, judges and media hous-
es and support them accord-
ingly. The CJI may have the
intention to implement the
Constitution in true spirit, as
intended by our founding fa-
thers, but he may not be able
to do so alone. The country
may experience a sea change
through economic and social
equality and good education
among all citizens by imple-
menting the Constitution in
letter and spirit.

Purshotam Kumar, by mail

On divisive path
It will be a great injustice

to downplay or obliterate the
role of leaders of the freedom
struggle. The masses get mo-
tivation and direction from
leaders. Can the writer say
that the BJP has been in
power for two consecutive
terms without the key role
played by Modi? He certainly
cannot. Another interesting
fact given to support the col-
lective or democratic govern-
ing practices of India in the
past from Rigveda is the role
of Samiti and Sabha. A coun-
try where a huge section of
the population was consid-
ered untouchable and not al-
lowed to worship in temples
cannot think of having demo-
cratically elected representa-
tives in Samiti and Sabha
mentioned here. We were
weak because of these inher-
ent divisions and were invad-
ed frequently by foreigners.
Sadly, we appear to be on the
same path of dividing people
and ruling with less than
40% vote share and still
claiming to be the voice of
whole India.

Nirmal Singh, by mail
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Kochi: Lord Ayyappa devotees on their way to Sabarimala, at Ernakulam railway station in Kochi, Saturday, Dec 3.

LORD AYYAPPA DEVOTEES

T
errorism is a threat to whole nation, threatening territorial integrity, at-
tacking political institutions resulting interference in political independ-

ence, collapse of Government institutions and cultural degradation. India has
faced Pakistan sponsored terrorism in almost all the border states ever since in-
dependence and it is still continuing. Pakistan strategy is multipronged but aim
is disintegration of India. It worked overtime to prove that by means of terror-
ism this goal can be achieved without being pushed to wall by various interna-
tional organisations which are governed by international law or diplomacy.
Denial is the best mode and even if caught red handed put the blame on non
state actors, allow terrorists to establish training camps, ISI ranks providing lo-
gistics and subversive trainings with techniques and help them financially.
Dossier after dossier of incriminating evidences were of no use as Pakistan
shamelessly brazened out by simply saying provide more evidences. Terrorism
of 80’s-90’s in both Punjab and J&K are an example how Pakistan created havoc
in two Indian bordering states. With consistent efforts Punjab terrorism was de-
feated in a decade’s time but in J&K it continued unabated. Pakistan always day
dream to avenge Bangladesh creation by these razor cut inflicted wounds. In
2001 after 9/11, when whole world realised what terrorism is but even in that
year India faced Parliament attack and attack on J&K Legislative Assembly.
Terrorist struck at will with focus on crowded places, trains, buses, religious
places/occasions, political rallies and what not, unchallenged and unabated.
Mumbai attack is still itched in every Indian’s mind and wounds still fresh as
perpetrators are still enjoying state patronage in Pakistan. India tried it’s best
by extending hand of friendship to Pakistan time and again, even after Kargil
war by inviting President Musharraf or by PM Modi outreaching PM Nawaz
Sharif and Trade Facilitation Centers were opened up, Delhi-Lahore India-
Pakistan bus services started and even Delhi-Attari Samjhauta Express train
was launched between the two countries. Even on home front India offered uni-
lateral ceasefires number of times and even implemented rehabilitation of ter-
rorists. Pakistan took the advantage of American dependency on Pakistan for
its fight against terrorism in Afghanistan and continued to target India with offi-
cial policy of using terrorism against all international norms. Even initial years
of present GoI it tried to adopt same hit, run, deny policy with Pathankot
Airbase attack and later on Uri terrorist attack, but this time Indian leadership
took the decisive decision to catch the bull by horn itself. Uri attack got a befit-
ting Surgical Strike reply. Pakistan tried another time it’s deceitful blunder of
Pulwama terrorist attack and immediately got counter, unchallenged, reply
Balakot Strike, deep inside its own territory. More than three years of continu-
ous border shelling and counter repulsive carpet shelling by India resulted ex-
tensive damage on Pakistan side which were too much for Pakistan to sustain
and the result is silent borders all along so much so that farmers have started
ploughing their fields up to line zero. And from that day onwards Indian strate-
gy is clear, talks and terrorism cannot go side by side, no more dossier after
dossier, simple thumb rule, if provoked, strike at will- any place-at your own
convenience. ‘No more terror money’ is the simple strategy adopted on home
ground. Terrorists and their sympathisers in any shape, be it political party or
Government servant or anyone, will face the music of investigating agencies.
All hawala operators are in legal net, behind bars, with illegal properties con-
fiscated, Trade Facilitation Centres closed – no more narcotics or arms smug-
gling hub operative, bus and train services stopped. Decades old terrorist
cases opened up and so called terrorist turned politicians behind bars and fac-
ing speedy trial to deliver justice to still grieving families. Strengthening of
local police forces by creating Special police setup like State Investigating
Agency (SIA) in Jammu and Kashmir which on its own is actively solving ter-
rorist cases. Legal infra also strengthened as all cases are aggressively pur-
sued in the courts to punish the guilty. Clear political resolve, no appeasement
policy, strong-decisive leadership with intent and will to strike back, better un-
derstanding of problem, well versed with deceitful policies of Pakistan has de-
livered the final blow to terrorism. Fencing of border, ultra modern weapons to
even police force, targeting money resources to choke terror financing, creat-
ing international pressure, robust intelligence network preempting imminent
threats and neutralising them well before the damage they could inflict is the
real time happenings now. Burhan Wani, Pakistan March, weekly hartal calen-
dars, terrorists striking at will, stone pelting or for that matter terrorist attack
on any part of India and its assets are part of history now. Even over ground
workers are hotly pursued and taken to task. No more Government employees
openly challenging Indian sovereignty. Dynast politicians cut to size, Article
370 stands abrogated without a bullet being fired, not a whimper of protest,
Jammu and Kashmir public enjoying fruits of democracy, all three tiers of
Panchayati Raj in place, public politicians bringing socio-economic changes for
the betterment of society, Independence Day celebrations all over places, inci-
dent free Shri Amarnath ji yatra after so many years and around two crore
tourists visiting Jammu and Kashmir are a testimony that we are free from the
clutches of terrorism now. All credit to the GoI who with iron will planned
counter strategies to checkmate.

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit  

4th December is celebrated as World Wildlife Conservation Day. Iis an oc-
casion to be aware, reflect, and take action when it comes to issues

that are threatening the planet’s wildlife biodiversity balance.  Forests, forests
species and the livelihoods that depend on them currently find themselves at
the crossroads of the multiple planetary crises we currently face, from climate
change, to biodiversity loss and the health, social and economic impacts of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Hunting and killing of animals has become a form of
recreation. Murdering humans is considered a crime. But killing and wiping out
an entire genre is hardly given consideration. Hunting has tradition and the sup-
port of very powerful people on its side and with their  influence  hunting has
been left untouched by legislation - the Protection of Animals Act only covers
captive and domestic animals. High officials, who are supposed to be the
guardians of law, often abuse their powers to shield the rich and powerful. Our
country is unique in having a significant number of tigers in the wild, in spite of
growing population and resource extraction pressures on their
habitat.Reducing number of tigers has triggered the government authorities to
awaken and take observe. The elimination of tigers from the environment can
have a very serious effect on the food chains. It would disrupt the balance of an
ecosystem because tigers keep a control over the plant eating animals.Tigers
are the heritage of our country, evoked in the vedas, puranas and many other
literature for their unparalleled strength and aesthetic beauty. The destruction
of forest coverage by Maoists may be one of the reasons for this decrease. Wild
animals deaths were also reported from Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Kerala,
Karnataka and Uttarakhand. We should know that we are not just animals, but
that we belong to the same family tree as other mammals, that our physiology
and bodily processes are just like theirs, and that our mental processes too are
from the same general pattern. The protection of the national animal has been
a significant achievement till now. Hope this continues and leads to a significant
rise in the coming yearsAmong animals, some are fewer in number than the
others, If proper care and security are extended to them, the rare animals
would survive. Only the future can tell whether national animal will survive to
maintain the much-needed ecological balance.   If we delay now, it might be too
late. If you want to preserve the tigers, we must stop the poaching first. Even
when the government has prohibited the selling of tiger’s skin and bodies,
poaching however carries on. Tigers play a large role in sustaining the biodiver-
sity of forests, in maintaining healthy ecology, habitat conservation and the
livelihoods of rural communities. The tiger population has decreased in the
states of Telengana& Andhra Pradesh. The destruction of forest coverage by
Maoists may be one of the reasons for this decrease. Wild tiger deaths were
also reported from Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Kerala, Karnataka and
Uttarakhand. During the first six months of the year, 30 deaths were reported.
The protection of the national animal has been a significant achievement till
now. Hope this continues and leads to a significant rise in the coming years.
Credit must also be given to Aircel for initiating "Save Tiger" campaign, along
with New Delhi Television (NDTV), who played an active role in creating aware-
ness among the people on dwindling tiger population in India. The number of
wild tigers has gone up to 3,890, from the earlier 2010 estimate of 3200, accord-
ing to the World Wildlife Fund and the Global Tiger Forum.A new Tiger com-
mando force should be created to protect tigers from the poachers.
Government must try to put in more efforts to improve the arrangements to
conserve the national pride - the Tiger.

Wilderness without 
wildlife is just scenery 

India’s decisive fight 
against terrorism

I n 2021, India reported
4,03,116 accidents, each

of which adversely affected the
environment in different ways
and to varying degrees.
Transport is the leading mode
of transport in terms of traffic
share and contribution to the
national economy. The expan-
sion of road networks, motor-
ization, and urbanization in
the country has led to an in-
crease in road accident deaths.
About 22.5 (twenty-two point
five) million vehicles are ex-
pected to be phased out in
India by 2025. The major caus-
es of road accidents are negli-
gence and exposure (speeding,
driving under the influence of
alcohol, etc.), talking on mobile

phones, and overloading to
save the cost of transportation.

Lack of awareness about the
importance of safety features
like airbags, anti-lock braking
systems, etc. Inadequate sig-
naling is the main cause of
road accidents. Speeding is the
cause of 69.3(sixty-nine point
three)% of deaths. 30.1(thirty
point one)% of the deaths oc-
curred due to not wearing a
helmet.11.5 (eleven point
five)% of deaths were due to
the non-use of seatbelts.
Looking at the environmental
impact of vehicle accidents,
most vehicles contain toxic
metals such as lead, mercury,
cadmium, or hexavalent
chromium, which are harmful

to the environment. Fuel and
fluid leakage at accident sites
and serious road accidents
cause automobile wreckage,
which becomes a part of unus-
able end-of-life vehicles.
Among the issues with the
National Automobile Scrappage
Policy, 2021 is the lack of com-
prehensive, systematic facilities
dedicated to proper recycling.
After road accidents, along with
vehicles, old vehicles are also
left to rot on the roadside. In
landfills or at informal recy-
cling facilities where basic hand
tools are used to unscientifical-
ly destroy them. This leads to
the leakage of dangerous com-
ponents such as oil, coolant, and
glass wool. Vehicle landfills
turn into automobile cemeter-
ies leading to wasteful and sub-
optimal land use and water and
soil pollution.

Overspeeding was responsi-
ble for 69.3(sixty-nine point
three)% of all road accident
deaths recorded in 2020.
Responsible for more than
60% of all road accidents in
India in the last five years.
Lowering the motorway speed
limit by 10 km/h could result
in 12% to 18% fuel savings for
current technology passenger
cars. A significant reduction
in pollutant emissions from
diesel vehicles, especially ni-
trogen oxides and particulate
matter (PM) production, has
been shown where the speed
limit was reduced from 100
km/h to 80 km/h, PM signifi-
cantly reduced air quality
Decreased up to 15%.

The highway speed limit of
96.5 (ninety-six point five)
km/h is 25% more efficient
than the 120 km/h limit, in
which case air resistance
causes more fuel consump-
tion. The Zero-fatality

Corridor (ZFC) program on
the Mumbai-Pune Expressway
in 2016 helped bring down
road accident deaths by 52%
by 2020. Old Mumbai-Pune
Highway (2018): It helped re-
duce road accident deaths on
this stretch by 61% by 2021.
Guarding natural hard struc-
tures such as trees by using
crash barriers to prevent
head-on collisions Placing
retro-reflective signage on
trees to make them more visi-
ble to passers-by.

Many governments globally
have reduced speed limits to
prevent accidents and reduce
air pollution. Zero-fatality cor-
ridor solution In India, the
Zero-fatality corridor solution
for road safety by SaveLife
Foundation (SLF) takes envi-
ronmental sustainability seri-
ously. It focuses on reducing
speed through advanced engi-
neering and actuation tech-
niques. Creating green corri-
dors to go over forests and ani-
mal tracks instead of passing
through them.

Increasing this will have a
profound impact on the con-
servation of the environment
while ensuring better road
connectivity. Use of aluminum
composite panels instead of
asbestos to manufacture sig-
nage Because asbestos hurts
the environment, the program
opts for only long-lasting, high-
quality, non-hazardous materi-
als for signage. Safe roads and
a sustainable environment can
be ensured only with the com-
bined efforts of road-owning
agencies, enforcement offi-
cials, and the public.

(Priyanka Saurabh Research
Scholar in Political Science,

Poetess, Independent
Journalist and Columnist.

Safe roads are essential for a 
sustainable green environment

John Lowke

E veryone has seen lightning
and marvelled at its power.

But despite its frequency about 8.6
million lightning strikes occur
worldwide every day why lightning
proceeds in a series of steps from
the thundercloud to the earth below
has remained a mystery. There are
a few textbooks on lightning, but
none have explained how these
"zigzags" (called steps) form, and
how lightning can travel over kilo-
metres. My new research provides
an explanation. The intense electri-
cal fields in thunderclouds excite
electrons to have enough energy to
create what are known as "singlet
delta oxygen molecules".

These molecules and electrons
build up to create a short, highly
conducting step, which lights up in-
tensely for a millionth of a second.
At the end of the step, there is a
pause as the build-up happens
again, followed by another bright,
flashing leap. The process is repeat-
ed again and again. An increase in
extreme weather events means
lightning protection is increasingly

important. Knowing how a lightning
strike is initiated means we can
work out how to better protect
buildings, aeroplanes, and people.
Also, while the use of environmen-
tal-friendly composite materials in
aircraft is improving fuel efficiency,
these materials increase the risk of
lightning damage, so we need to
look at additional protection.

WWhhaatt  lleeaaddss  uupp  ttoo  
aa  lliigghhttnniinngg  ssttrriikkee??

Lightning strikes happen when
thunderclouds with an electric po-
tential of millions of volts are con-
nected to the earth. A current of
thousands of amps flows between
the ground and the sky, with a tem-
perature of tens of thousands of de-
grees. Photographs of lightning re-
veal a host of details not observed
by the naked eye. Usually there are
four or five faint "leaders" coming
from the cloud. These are branched
and zigzag on an irregular path to-
wards the earth. The first of these
leaders to reach the earth initiates
the lightning strike. The other lead-
ers are then extinguished. Fifty
years ago, high-speed photography
revealed still more complexity. The

leaders progress downwards from
the cloud in "steps" about 50 me-
tres long. Each step becomes bright
for a millionth of a second, but then
there is almost complete darkness.
After a further 50 millionths of a
second another step forms, at the
end of the preceding step, but the
previous steps remain dark. 

Why are there such steps? What
is happening in the dark periods be-
tween steps? How can the steps be
electrically connected to the cloud
with no visible connection? The an-
swers to these questions lie in un-
derstanding what happens when an
energetic electron hits an oxygen
molecule. If the electron has
enough energy, it excites the mole-
cule into the singlet delta state. This
is a "metastable" state, which
means it is not perfectly stable but
it usually doesn't fall into a lower
energy state for 45 minutes or so.
Oxygen in this singlet delta state
detaches electrons (required for
electricity to flow) from negative
oxygen ions.

These ions are then replaced al-
most immediately by electrons
(which carry a negative charge)

again attaching to oxygen mole-
cules. When more than 1 per cent of
the oxygen in the air is in the
metastable state, the air can con-
duct electricity. So the lightning
steps occur as enough of the
metastable states are created to
detach a significant number of elec-
trons. During the dark part of a step,
the density of metastable states
and electrons is increasing. After 50
millionths of a second, the step can
conduct electricity and the electri-
cal potential at the tip of the step in-
creases to approximately that of the
cloud, and produces a further step.
The excited molecules created in
previous steps form a column all the
way to the cloud. The whole column
is then electrically conducting, with
no requirement of an electric field
and little emission of light.

PPrrootteeccttiinngg  ppeeooppllee  aanndd  pprrooppeerrttyy
The understanding of lightning

formation is important for the de-
sign of protection for buildings, air-
craft and also people. While it is rare
for lightning to hit people, buildings
are hit many times especially tall
and isolated ones. When lightning
hits a tree, sap inside the tree boils

and the resulting steam creates
pressure, splitting open the trunk.
Similarly, when lightning hits the
corner of a building, water from rain
that has seeped into the concrete
boils. The pressure blasts off the
whole corner of the building, creat-
ing the risk of deadly collapses.

A lightning rod invented by
Benjamin Franklin in 1752 is basical-
ly a thick fencing wire attached to
the top of a building and connected
to the ground. It is designed to at-
tract lightning and earth the electric
charge. By directing the flow
through the wire, it saves the build-
ing from being damaged. These
Franklin rods are required for tall
buildings and churches today, but
the uncertain factor is how many
are needed on each structure.
Furthermore, hundreds of struc-
tures are not protected, including
shelter sheds in parks. These struc-
tures are often made from highly
conductive galvanised iron, which
itself attracts lightning, and sup-
ported by wooden posts. The new
version of Standards Australia for
lightning protection recommends
such shelters be earthed.

Why does lightning zigzag? 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Looking at the environmental impact of vehicle ac-
cidents, most vehicles contain toxic metals such 
as lead, mercury, cadmium, or hexavalent chromium,
which are harmful to the environment. Fuel and fluid
leakage at accident sites and serious road accidents
cause automobile wreckage, which becomes a part of
unusable end-of-life vehicles. Many governments
globally have reduced speed limits to prevent acci-
dents and reduce air pollution. Zero-fatality corridor
solution In India, the Zero-fatality corridor solution
for road safety by SaveLife Foundation (SLF) takes en-
vironmental sustainability seriously.

PRIYANKA SAURABH
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Investment

Bhubaneswar: The
Odisha government
said it has so far
bagged 325 investment
proposals worth over
Rs 8.90 lakh crore in
the ongoing business
summit. Four new
projects were inaugu-
rated during the five-
day ‘Make In Odisha
Conclave 2022’ that
began on November
30, and the ground-
breaking of four oth-
ers was also done, a
senior official said.
“We had received 145
investment proposals
worth Rs 7.26 lakh
crore by Thursday.
Today, the state got 180
more with a proposed
value of Rs 1.70 lakh
crore,” Odisha’s
Industries Secretary
Hemant Sharma told
reporters here.

Green Building
norms

Singapore: All new
buildings built by
Godrej & Boyce will be
‘green’ by 2030 and all
of its existing build-
ings are to be retrofit-
ted to Green Building
norms by 2050, a sen-
ior company official
has said. Anup
Mathews, business
head, Godrej
Construction elabo-
rated on the group’s
‘Green Buildings
Footprint’, pointing
out that 600+ of the
group’s buildings are
green, impacting 300+
million sq ft space.
This environment ap-
proach has saved the
group 553,000 MWh
per annum in energy
and 135,000 kl per
annum water, result-
ing in savings of
470,000 metric tonne
per year of CO2,
Mathews told PTI
here this week.
Speaking at the 2nd
annual World Ocean
Summit Asia-Pacific
held in Singapore
from November 29-30,
he highlighted the im-
portance of automat-
ed Recycled Concrete
Materials manufac-
turing plant by Godrej
Construction in
Mumbai, which man-
ufactures various re-
cycled concrete prod-
ucts such as concrete
blocks for walls and
concrete pavers.

3D printing
industry

Hyderabad:
Hyderabad is unique-
ly positioned to
emerge as a hub for
the 3D printing indus-
try with the presence
of the relevant ecosys-
tem and the state gov-
ernment’s push to
emerging technolo-
gies, Telangana
Industries Minister K
T Rama Rao said. He
was speaking at the
inauguration of
AMTECH Expo,
which is said to be
the largest additive
manufacturing expo
in the country.
Additive manufactur-
ing, also known as 3D
printing, is a process
that is used to create
a physical object by
layering materials
one by one based on a
digital model.

US CURRENCY GARLAND

A shopkeeper arranges a US currency garland, at a road side stall, in Jalandhar.

New Delhi, Dec 03: 

The government will
come up with a methodolo-
gy to check imports from
neighbouring nations,
which are non-compliant
to trusted source rules of
the telecom sector, Union
minister for communica-
tions and IT Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Saturday. The minister
had a meeting with over 40
CEOs of telecom gear
makers that have qualified
for production linked in-
centive scheme and decid-
ed to set up 4-5 task forces
to provide market support
to them as well as stream-
line their business for
value addition in the econ-
omy. Telecom gear makers
expressed concern around
import of network gear
from China, which is
being routed through
other neighbouring coun-
tries. When asked about

concerns around such im-
ports, the minister said,
“This issue was discussed.
Representatives from cus-
toms department, finance
ministry and other min-
istries... work will be done
on it to devise how to
check it in a methodical
manner.” The minister
said that the companies
under telecom PLI are
close to start export of
their gears and India will
become an exporting na-
tion very soon. “During
the meeting, many new
ideas came, for which we

have set up 5-6 task forces.
A task force has been set
up for creating the compo-
nent ecosystem. Another
task force has been set up
for developing 4-5 chips,
then taking those chips
from design to production.
Third task force has been
set up to develop highly
skilled workers, designers
in the telecom sector,”
Vaishnaw said. He said
that the companies asked
for support testing and
certification, which is re-
quired for exporting prod-
ucts, for which another
task force has been set up
to optimise the use of test
beds in IIT Madras,
Telecom Engineering
Centre. “From my interac-
tion, industry is confident
that they are in good trac-
tion and India should be-
come a technology ex-
porter in the coming years
in a very sure and certain
way,” Vaishnaw said.

Govt to tighten
scrutiny of imports

Sets up 4-5 task forces to boost telecom manufacturing

Goa, Dec 03: 

Petronas  Sprinta, the
premium motorcycle oil
brand from Petronas
Lubricants (India) Pvt.
Ltd. (PLIPL), launched its
Rider Anthem 2.0 at
India’s largest biking festi-
val–India Bike Week held
at Vagator, Goa on
December  2nd and
3rd2022. The event which
celebrates passion, thrill
and brotherhood amongst
the biking community, wit-
nessed enthusiastic partic-
ipation from across the
country with a plethora of
activities over the course
ofthe two days.

Rider Anthem 2.0, a
catchy rap song, composed
and sung by Bollywood
rapper, King, is based on
the theme “Power up with

PETRONAS Sprinta”. The
first edition of the Rider
Anthem featuring
Bollywood singer, Arjun
Kanungo, created a lot of
buzz last year and this rap
version is hoped to take
the connection with the
biking community to the
next level. Speaking on

this occasion, Mr. Pranav
Bhanage, CEO of PLIPL
said: “We are really excit-
ed to have partnered with
India Bike Week for the
last couple of years. It is
incredible to see the pas-
sion of the biking commu-
nity in India at full display
here at Goa. We are de-

lighted by this synergistic
association with IBW and
look forward to being part
of the growth of the bik-
ing culture in India. The
Rider Anthem is just our
way of saluting the spirit
of the biking community.”

Beyond the association
with the IBW festival,
Petronas Sprinta is also
the partner of “IBW’s
Chai &Pakoda Breakfast
Rides” across 30 cities
which kicked off in
September 2022.
Meanwhile, hundreds of
bikers attending the two-
day event also participated
in a special contest organ-
ized by Petronas  Sprinta.
The contest gave them a
chance to win the grand
prize of a motorbike and
other exclusive merchan-
dise.

Petronas Lubricants India launches Rider
Anthem 2.0 with Bollywood rapper King

Mumbai, Dec 03: 

Reliance Retail’s
JioMart, one of India’s
leading e-marketplaces
has been the only success-
ful e-retail brand globally
to implement and fulfil or-
ders through WhatsApp.
With JioMart’s partner-
ship with WhatsApp, cus-
tomers can now simply
browse and shop for their
household needs right
within their WhatsApp
chat. Jio Platforms part-
nered with Meta to offer
JioMart on WhatsApp, a
global-first product experi-
ence for consumers. This
partnership aims to accel-
erate India’s digital trans-
formation and provide
people and businesses of
all sizes opportunities to
connect in new ways and

fuel economic growth in
the country. The JioMart
on WhatsApp experience
is revolutionizing the way
millions of businesses
across the country con-
nect with their consumers
while bringing unparal-
leled simplicity and con-
venience to people’s shop-
ping experience. This fea-
ture offers a complete end-
to-end shopping experi-
ence, one can browse the
catalog and explore aisles
of unlimited products on
offer at JioMart, add prod-
ucts to their cart and com-
plete their purchases, all
within WhatsApp. With
this hassle free service,
customers can order as
per their convenience, no
time or quantity restric-
tions. Whether you are in
Mysore or Jaipur or

Patna, you can sit in the
comfort of your home and
order your pick of daily
needs anytime through
WhatsApp. All you need to
do is send ‘Great deals on
JioMart’ to the JioMart
number (+917977079770)
on WhatsApp and you will
instantly receive the shop-
ping catalogue, notifica-
tions on current offers and
deals. By ordering through
this platform, you will not
only receive real time up-
dates and status of your
orders but you can also
reach out for support in
case you face any issue.
What’s more! Shop for
minimum cart value of
Rs. 250  and get assured
30% off, enjoy maximum
discount up to Rs. 120. Get
started, place your order
through WhatsApp now!

Shop on JioMart with 
ease through WhatsApp

Pune, Dec 03: There is an
exciting news in store for
Motorsports, biking en-
thusiasts, and the
Automobile sector in
India. Supercross India
Pvt Ltd (SXI) under the
aegis of the Federation of
Motor Sports Clubs of
India (FMSCI), the govern-
ing body of motorsports in
India recognized by the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government
of India, Today officially
announced the handing
over of the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU)
for the exclusive commer-
cial rights to launch the
World’s First of its kind
Supercross Racing league
which will be titled as the
“INDIAN SUPERCROSS
RACING LEAGUE” – ISRL

The MoU was handed over
by Mr. Gautam Shantappa,
Vice- President and Mr.
Sujith Kumar - Chairman
of Supercross Racing
Commission of the FMSCI
to the promoters of the
league in a press confer-
ence held in Pune.

Supercross (SX) is a
Motorcycle racing sport
involving specialized high
performance off-road mo-
torcycles with steep jumps
and obstacles held on dirt
tracks. The sport is im-
mensely popular in the
US, Europe and Australia

and inherently attracts the
younger population.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Gautam
Shantappa, Vice-
President, Federation of
Motor Sports Clubs of
India (FMSCI) said “The
federation fully backs the
SXI team and firmly be-
lieves that they would take
the sport forward and ele-
vate it to a new level. As
the vice - president, I am
confident that SXI and the
FMSCI will work as a team
and would make the
league a huge success.”

Mr. Sujith
Kumar,Chairman of
Supercross/Motocross/2
W Racing Commission,
Federation of Motor
Sports Clubs of India
(FMSCI) said.

FMSCI exclusive commercial rights 
to Supercross India for racing league

New Delhi, Dec 03:  

The government on
Saturday approved is-
suance of the 24th
tranche of electoral
bonds that will open for
sale on December 5. The
sale of bonds coincides
with the second phase of
the Gujarat assembly
elections scheduled on
December 5. Electoral
bonds have been pitched
as an alternative to cash
donations made to politi-
cal parties as part of ef-
forts to bring trans-
parency in political fund-
ing. State Bank of India
(SBI), in the 24th phase of
sale, has been authorised
to issue and encash elec-
toral bonds through 29
authorised branches
from December 5-12, the

finance ministry said in
a statement. The last
phase of electoral bonds
(23rd tranche) was open
for subscription between
November 9-15, 2022.
Usually, electoral bond
tranches are open for
sale between 1-10 of a
designated month.

For instance, the 22nd
tranche of bond sales
took place from October
1-10, 2022 while 21st
tranche was from July 1-
10, 2022. Sale of the first
batch of electoral bonds
happened from March 1-
10, 2018. The authorised
SBI branches include
those in Lucknow,
Shimla, Dehradun,
Kolkata, Guwahati,
Chennai, Patna, New
Delhi, Chandigarh,
Srinagar, Gandhinagar,

Bhopal, Raipur, and
Mumbai. SBI is the only
authorised bank to issue
electoral bonds. An elec-
toral bond will be valid
for 15 days from the date
of issuance. No payment
would be made to any po-
litical party if the bond
is deposited after expiry
of the validity period,
the statement said.
Electoral bonds can be
purchased by Indian citi-
zens or entities incorpo-
rated or established in
the country.

Registered political
parties that have secured
not less than 1 per cent of
the votes polled in the
last Lok Sabha or legisla-
tive assembly election
are eligible to receive
funding through elec-
toral bonds.

Govt clears 24th tranche of
electoral bonds; sale from Mon

Mumbai, Dec 03: 

Sony WH-1000XM5, the
successor to popular and
best-selling WH-1000XM4
was launched in India re-
cently. The new wireless
headphones from Sony
bring a new design and in-
dustry leading noise can-
celling experience.

The biggest change with
WH-1000XM5 comes in the
form of a complete re-
design and looks distinct
from previous 1000X se-
ries. The headband of WH-
1000XM5 is thinner than
its predecessor and there
is a single stem now hold-
ing the ear cups at both
sides.

This redesign makes
WH-1000XM5 more com-
fortable to wear but does
impact the mobility of-

fered by XM4s. The mini-
malism and refined design
means the ear pads are a
bit wider and the memory
foam material also im-
proves overall comfort.
The ear cups still pivot and
turn just like their prede-
cessor but they don’t fold
anymore. They also bring
support for wearing detec-
tion enabling instant
pause and instant play on

the headphones. With WH-
1000XM5, Sony is balanc-
ing the act between ex-
tended comfort and premi-
um design. Another
change with the 1000XM5
is Sony’s decision to
switch from 40mm drivers
in the XM4 to new 30mm
drivers providing good
sound quality and ANC.
While this switch is not a
big one, it brings a slight
change in sound profile.
The most significant
change is visible with
XM5’s ability to bring
more details to the fore-
front.

They are even among
the most natural sounding
headphones in this seg-
ment. Sony WH-1000XM5
excel at bringing a refined,
detailed sound profile and
also sound spacious.

Sony WH-1000XM5 one of the best
in noise cancelling headphones

New Delhi, Dec 03: 

SBI Chairman Dinesh
Khara  said the Reserve
Bank’s first pilot project
for retail digital rupee is a
“game changer” with
durable effects that
should ensure better mon-
etary transmission at
much lesser costs. The
pilot project for retail digi-
tal rupee, RBI’s central
bank digital currency
(CBDC) started in
Mumbai, New Delhi,
Bengaluru and
Bhubaneswar on
Thursday and State Bank
of India (SBI) is one of the
participating banks. The
retail digital rupee (e?-R)
project has started in a
closed user group with
the participation of four
lenders — State Bank of

India, ICICI Bank, Yes
Bank and IDFC First
Bank — as well as cus-
tomers and merchants.

“RBI’s pilot project on
retail-CBDC is a game
changer with durable ef-
fects that should ensure
better monetary trans-
mission at much lesser
costs. “The anonymity
factor is critical for its ac-
ceptance. It collaborates,

complements and com-
pletes the currency archi-
tecture in vogue, while
also incubating further
innovation,” Khare said
in a statement. In the sec-
ond phase of retail digital
rupee project, nine more
cities and four more
banks will be included.

The e?-R is in the form
of a digital token that rep-
resents legal tender and
would offer “features of
physical cash like trust,
safety and settlement fi-
nality”, according to the
RBI. “As in the case of
cash, it will not earn any
interest and can be con-
verted to other forms of
money, like deposits with
banks,” the central bank
said while announcing
the pilot project on
November 29.

Digital rupee a game changer,
says SBI Chairman Dinesh Khara

Amazon Fresh offers
up to 45% off on

Christmas shopping
MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  0033:: With the onset
of winters and Christmas season,
make sure to fulfil your grocery
needs during the ‘Super Value
Days’ on Amazon Fresh until 7th
December. Customers can avail
up to 45% off on grocery, house-
hold essentials, packaged
foods,snacks & beverages, sta-
ples, and the newly launched
selection for pets among others
by shopping on Amazon Fresh.
Try out new Christmas recipes
and savour the winter season
with some exciting offers from
popular brands such as Daawat,
Cadbury, UNIBIC, Nescafe, Tata
Sampann, Dettol, Pedigree and
Aashirvaad among others from
their favourite online shopping
destination.  Customers can avail
an instant discount of 10% by
using Kotak Bank Debit and
Credit Card from 1st – 3rd
December and ICICI Credit &
Debit Card from 4th – 7th
December 2022 with a minimum
transaction of Rs 2,500, and dis-
counts up to Rs 300. 

ACROSS
1. Southern veggie
5. Richard ____ of “Chicago”
9. Scent
14. At hand
15. Feels remorse
16. Spanish title
17. Penny
18. Notable periods
19. Mexican coins
20. Locomotive driver

22. Roman tyrant
23. Kitchen basin
24. Enamored
27. Piano part
30. Video game room
32. Genesis garden
33. Diners
37. Grow old
38. Renters
41. College cheer
42. Revoked
44. Barely cooked

45. Most skillful
47. Hair coloring
48. More thinly distributed
51. Served perfectly
53. Singer ____ Collins
54. Appetizers
58. Fertile desert spot
60. Excuse me!
61. Sunburn remedy
62. Tiny landmass
63. Folk wisdom
64. Conspire
65. Suspicious
66. Mediocre (hyph.)
67. Snacks

DOWN
1. At one time
2. Very sharp
3. Used the doorbell
4. Craftsperson
5. Envy’s color
6. Cry of discovery
7. Bring up
8. Snaky letter
9. Venomous viper
10. Go back in
11. Beginning
12. Actor Roger ____
13. Criminal burning
21. Zero
24. Glance over
25. Actor ____ Dillon
26. “Beware the ____ of March”
27. Fleshy fruit
28. Brink

29. Bottomless
31. Peruses
34. Islamic nation
35. Merit
36. Citi Field predecessor
38. File labels
39. She (Fr.)
40. At no time, poetically
43. Sooner
44. Bureaucratic delay (2 wds.)
46. Spuds
47. Pronoun
48. Rot
49. Stage
50. Church walkway
52. Engraved gem
54. Get lost!
55. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald
56. Source
57. Hardens
59. Pig’s pad
60. Gore and Roker
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B ollywood actor
Tusshar Kapoor re-

members being lost in
Disneyland at the age of
5 and how his father
Jeetendra found him
there.

Tusshar says: “In 1982,
I got lost in Disneyland. I
was 5 years old. I got late
catching the train and
my family had already
taken their seats on the
train.”

He adds if his father
had not come back to find
him, he would have never
met his family. “I was
also searching for them
and my dad came back
looking after me and I
think I would not have
been sitting here if he

couldn’t have reached on
time.” Jeetendra appears
as a celebrity guest for
the ‘Jeetendra Ji Special’
episode of ‘Indian Idol
13’. His son and actor
Tusshar shares a video
message for him express-
ing his happiness over
his presence on the show.

“I am happy to see him
on Indian Idol as it’s his
favourite show. I hope
you enjoy the show and
have a great time. More
power to you dad,” adds
the actor, who is busy
with his upcoming film
‘Maarrich’ in which he
will be seen playing a
cop. ‘Indian Idol 13’ airs
on Sony Entertainment
Television.

‘Naagin’ actress Adaa Khan will be seen playing the
strong character of Karuna in the upcoming web series
‘Hasratein’. Adaa said that the perfection she could
bring to her role is all because of director Hemant
Prabhu without whose guidance she would not have
been able to do justice to her role. “My character show-
cases a unique journey of resilience and determination
to stand up for herself defying the stereotypical socie-
tal norms,” she said. Adaa is known for shows such as
‘Behenein’, ‘Amrit Manthan’, ‘Naagin’, and ‘Vish Ya
Amrit: Sitara’. In 2020, she participated in the reality
show ‘Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi 10’. “Playing such
an emotionally-invested character was challenging, but
Hemant Prabhu, the director of my episode with whom
I have also worked in the past, helped me essay the role
with much vigour and conviction. I hope that the audi-
ence will take note of how seriously I take my craft to
deliver the best to my fans and audience,” she said.
‘Hasratein’ showcases the stories of five women who
fight with society and their families for their rights to
find a perfect partner. Produced by Shakuntalam Films,
the series features Monalisa, Adaa Khan, Krishna
Mukherjee, Ravi Bhatia, Vin Rana, Shilpa Tulaskar, Sana
Sayyad, Siddharth Sharma, Ayush Anand and Sahil
Uppal. The series will stream on Hungama Play.

Playing Karuna
in ‘Hasratein’ was

challenging, 
says Adaa Khan

BB ollywood actress Bhumi
Pednekar, who plays Vicky

Kaushal’s bombshell wife in the
upcoming streaming movie
‘Govinda Naam Mera’, shares
that her character has the most
hilarious dialogues in the film
and that the makers have sub-
verted the industry norm by giv-
ing the punchlines to the female
character. Elaborating on the
same, the actress says, “I hon-
estly have loved delivering the
punches in the film and I have to

admit that I have been given
some of the most hilarious
punchlines by Shashank
(Khaitan, the director). What I
love the most about my dia-
loguebaazi (punchy dialogues)
in ‘Govinda Naam Mera’ is that
they are from the heroine’s side
and that’s refreshing for a
romantic comedy in the Hindi
film industry because tradition-
ally only heroes used to get all
the great dialogues in a genre
like this and make people

laugh.” She lauds the film’s
producer Karan Johar and the
director as she adds, “I’m
glad that my producer Karan
Johar and my director
Shashank Khaitan thought of
subverting the norm and
empowering a girl to deliver
some of the most cracking
dialogues that I have seen on
screen in recent times. Gauri
Waghmare is literally one of
my most favourite characters
that I have played on
screen.”

Talking about her character,
Bhumi mentions that she is an
equal to a man and constantly
reminds a man that her gen-
der doesn’t make her inferior
and that she is the master of
her own actions and deci-
sions. The film, which also
stars Kiara Advani and Vicky
Kaushal, is produced by
Dharma Productions, and will
stream on Disney+ Hotstar
from December 16.

Tusshar tells how his
father Jeetendra rescued

him in Disneyland

RR aju Kher is a well-known
figure in the entertainment

industry. Raju Kher will appear in
the new Star Bharat programme
“Aaashao Ka Savera... Dheere
Dheere Se produced by Swastik
productions. He is a talented
actor who has appeared in a lot
of films and television
shows.Also, has directed many
projects. Speaking about his
comfort on working in television
or movies the actor shares his
views on the same.  He says, “
I’ve always been a part of the tel-
evision industry as well as cine-
ma. Although I love working in

both fraternities, I find doing
movies and web series more
comfortable. Since our television
industry is too demanding and
there’s always a pressure to pre-
pare a script and deliver the next
episode in a particular deadline.
Movies on the other hand are on
their own although it has its own
schedule where we work, do the
work and wrap it up.” 

He further adds, “ Although
television has always remained
my alternative home I’ve always
loved to be a part of some of the
remarkable shows and will
always continue to be a part of it
no matter wherever I am. Also I
believe it doesn’t matter on
which platform you appear, it’s
all about the good work you do
and make your audience happy”. 

The show will soon go on air in
the mid of December this year.
Also playing the lead role will see
Reena Kapoor and Rahil Azam.
Aman Verma will also play a piv-
otal part in the show.

SSttaayy  ttuunneedd  ttoo  wwaattcchh  ‘‘AAaasshhaaoo
KKaa  SSaavveerraa……..DDhheeeerree  DDhheeeerree  SSee’’
ccoommiinngg  ssoooonn  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt..

Raju Kher shares his views
on Television vs Movies

Bhumi Pednekar: Have loved delivering
the punches in ‘Govinda Naam Mera’

T he audience will wit-
ness some interest-

ing twists in &TV shows
Doosri Maa, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa,
Krishna shares, “The
biggest drama will unfold
on the show as Yashoda
(Neha Joshi) will finally
learn that Krishna
(Aayudh Bhanushali) is
Ashok’s (Mohit Dagga)
son. Kamini will manipu-
late Krishna and discover
his relationship with
Yashoda, eventually dis-
covering that he is Ashok
and Mala’s son. Ashok
will beg Kamini not to tell
anyone about Krishna

and his relationship and
strike a deal with her, pay-
ing her in return.
Meanwhile, Yashoda will
put Mala’s (Nidhi Uttam)
picture on the shelf, say-
ing she deserves justice
and respect. Ashok sees
it, gets scared, and finally
confesses to Yashoda the
truth about being
Krishna’s father and
Mala’s lover. Will Yashoda
disclose this secret to fam-
ily members?”

About &TV’s Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai, Anita
Bhabi shares, “While
coming back from a
Dargah Vibhuti (Aasif
Sheikh) trip, Angoori’s
(Shubhangi Atre’s) scoot-

er breaks down. While
looking for help, they
meet a Baba, who tells
them they will soon face
big trouble. Initially,
Vibhuti does not believe
him but eventually gets
convinced. They both get
the baba to Modern
Colony and call everyone
so that they can also
know about their upcom-
ing problems. Everyone
believes him except Anita
and Prem (Vishwajeet
Soni). As a solution, the
baba tells everyone to
dress as beggars for a
week and survive on their
meagre income. Everyone
gets dressed as beggars,
except Anita and Prem,

and begins distributing
beggin’ areas. Meanwhile,
Rusa (Charrul Malik) in-
forms Tika (Vaibhav
Mathur) and Tilu (Salim
Zaidi) to get decked out in
suits as her father is com-
ing, but they don’t. Also,
Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) comes
and announces that the
government has asked to
lock all the beggars at the
help centre.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

Some 
interesting
twists in
&TV shows

SS inger and judge on the singing reali-
ty show ‘Indian Idol 13’ Himesh

Reshammiya calls himself the biggest fan
of veteran Bollywood actor Jeetendra.
During the show, contestant Shivam
Singh impresses the judges and celebrity
guest Jeetendra with his rendition of
‘Musafir Hu Yaaron Na Ghar Hai Na
Thikana’ from the 1972 film ‘Parichay’
starring Jeetendra and Jaya Bhaduri. The
song was originally sung by Kishore
Kumar. Shivam performs so well that he
stuns everyone. Jeetendra says:
“Excellent. You never let us feel anyone’s
absence. Brilliant.” Judge and singer
Vishal Dadlani say he is among those con-
testants who can win the show. “Today, I
can say you are among the top con-
tenders to win the show. You just
smashed it,” Vishal Dadlani said. While
Himesh adds jokingly: “You are wearing
historic pants and whenever you will wear
it, you will give such a great perform-

ance.” The contestant says being a fan of
the veteran actor he chose to wear white
coloured pants teamed with white shoes.
Jeetendra wore it in many of his films and
it was his style statement. To this, Himesh
replies: “I am biggest fan of Jeetendra ji
and you stand nowhere near me.” Later,
Vishal, Himesh, and Jeetendra shake their
legs on the famous track of Jeetendra and
Sri Devi, ‘Taki Taki’ from the movie
‘Himmatwala’. The Top 11 contestants,
who will be performing on the show
include Rishi Singh from Ayodhya, Bidipta
Chakraborty, Anushka Patra, Debosmita
Roy, Senjuti Das, Sonakshi Kar from
Kolkata, Chirag Kotwal from Jammu,
Vineet Singh from Lucknow, Navdeep
Wadali from Amritsar, Shivam Singh, and
Kavya Limaye from Gujarat.\

JJuuddggeedd  bbyy  VViisshhaall  DDaaddllaannii,,  NNeehhaa  KKaakkkkaarr,,
aanndd  HHiimmeesshh  RReesshhaammmmiiyyaa,,  ‘‘IInnddiiaann  IIddooll  1133’’
aaiirrss  oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn..

Himesh Reshammiya is the
‘biggest fan’ of Jeetendra

S ony Entertainment
Television is all geared

up to bring forth the Hindi
remake of the superhit
Turkish drama ‘1001 Nights’
(Binbir Gece), titled Katha
Ankahee starting 5th
December. Promising to tug
the audience’s heartstrings,
the show is a repentance love
story centered around an
unforgettable wound that cre-
ates a rift between Katha and
Viaan; yet keeping them bind-
ed. Bringing alive a love story
like none other that will show-
case how from the darkest
moments emerges love will be
the charming actor Adnan
Khan along with the beautiful
actress, Aditi Dev Sharma
Returning to television with a
promising role, audience’s
favorite Adnan Khan will be
seen essaying the lead char-
acter of Viaan, an established

businessman whose belief
system is skewed against
women owing to an emotional
baggage from the past. And,
when he strongly feels about
something, he takes quick
actions as he likes to be in
control. Elated to be a part of
the Hindi remake of the popu-
lar Turkish series – 1001
Nights i.e., Katha Ankahee,
Adnan Khan shares, “I am
extremely thrilled to be a part
of Katha Ankahee. When the
makers approached me with
the story, I was taken amazed
by the storyline and charac-
ter; and said yes in an instant.
While I had heard about 1001
Nights and how popular it is
across the globe, but after
hearing the script I truly
understood why this story
was appreciated. Hence,
being a part of the Hindi
remake is no less than a gold-

en opportunity for me as an
artist. The storyline is a
breath of fresh air on Indian
Television as it dives deep into
the feeling of love, repen-
tance and an unforgettable
wound, with the story of
Katha and Viaan. The show is
a repentance love story that is
high on emotions; so I am sure
both the story and characters
will touch the right chords.
This journey is truly going to
be special and a different
experience for me as an artist
as I will get to explore newer
aspects of my craft. I am
eagerly looking forward to
this new journey with Katha
Ankahee.”

TTuunnee  iinnttoo  KKaatthhaa  AAnnkkaahheeee
ssttaarrttiinngg  55tthh  DDeecceemmbbeerr,,
eevveerryy  MMoonn--FFrrii  aatt  88::3300  ppmm  oonnllyy
oonn  SSoonnyy  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt
TTeelleevviissiioonn!!

Adnan returns with a promising
character for ‘Katha Ankahee’
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South Korea advances at World Cup
after wild finish to group

Al Rayyan (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP): South Korea’s
players formed a circle in the center of the field and
trained their eyes on several cell phones showing a
nearby match that would decide their future at the
World Cup. The South Koreans had just about done
their job, beating Cristiano Ronaldo and his Portugal
teammates 2-1 on a stoppage-time goal. Now came an
agonizing wait. To advance to the round of 16, they
just needed Uruguay to not score a goal against
Ghana in the other group match that still had at least
six minutes to play. Thousands of red-and-white-clad
South Korea fans had whipped out their phones, too.
Some prayed. Others were crying, just like captain
Son Heung-min in the players’ huddle.

Neymar joins teammates 
to watch Brazil’s game 

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP): Injured forward
Neymar was at Lusail Stadium on Friday to watch
Brazil’s 1-0 loss to Cameroon at the World Cup, and
was expected to start training with the ball again on
Saturday. It was the first time Neymar joined his
teammates at a match since injuring his right ankle
last week in Brazil’s opener against Serbia. Neymar
was not limping as he got off the team’s bus at the sta-
dium and appeared to be in good spirits. He talked to
teammates as they warmed up on the field and even
played with the ball by the sideline. Team doctor
Rodrigo Lasmar sounded optimistic about Neymar’s
recovery after the match, but said it was too soon to
know if he would be available for Monday’s game
against South Korea in the round of 16.

Brazil fans at World Cup game
remember soccer great Pele

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP): Brazilian fans showed
their support for soccer great Pele ahead of the na-
tional team’s match against Cameroon at the World
Cup on Friday. The 82-year-old Pel , who had a colon
tumor removed last year, was hospitalized Tuesday in
Sao Paulo to regulate his medication. Doctors said
Friday he had a respiratory infection and would re-
main in the hospital being treated with antibiotics,
according to the Hospital Albert Einstein. “It’s sad to
hear this news about Pel on the day of a Brazil match
at the World Cup,” said 41-year-old Brazil fan Rafael
Bistelli, who traveled from Sao Paulo to watch the na-
tional team in Qatar. “We are trying to send him our
positive energy from here.”

England bonds over cards ahead of
Senegal World Cup clash

Doha, Dec 03 (AP): For a nation that has frequent-
ly flattered to deceive at soccer’s major tourna-
ments, a card game that relies on the art of decep-
tion is strengthening the bond among England’s
players ahead of their match against Senegal in the
World Cup round of 16. Werewolf, a game of role-
play and deduction, has become a popular pastime
for the squad between games. “It’s about being the
best liar,” said midfielder Declan Rice. “The vil-
lagers have got to snuff out the wolves and the
wolves have got to lie and tell everyone why they are
not a wolf. There is a lot of teamwork, ganging up.”
Whatever England is doing at its base in Qatar, it’s
working so far.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Doha, Dec 03 (AP): 

Switzerland advanced
to the last 16 of the World
Cup for the third tourna-
ment in a row after a 3-2
win over Serbia on
Friday. Remo Freuler
scored the winning goal
just after halftime as the
Swiss secured second
place in Group G. They
will next face Portugal on
Tuesday at Lusail

Stadium. Xherdan
Shaqiri put Switzerland
ahead early in the first
half before Aleksandar
Mitrovic and Dusan
Vlahovic responded for
Serbia. Breel Embolo
evened the score just be-
fore halftime.
Switzerland needed a win
to guarantee itself a place
in the knockout round
after beating Cameroon
and losing to Brazil in its

opening two games. The
team reached the round
of 16 at the 2014 World
Cup in Brazil and again
four years later in Russia.
They lost 1-0 in both
matches, to Argentina
and Sweden, respectively.
Against Portugal, the
Swiss will be looking to
reach the quarterfinals
for the first time since
hosting the competition
in 1954.

Switzerland beat 
Serbia 3-2 to reach last 16

Lusail (Qatar), Dec 03 (AP):

Vincent Aboubakar
scored with a header two
minutes into stoppage
time in Cameroon’s 1-0
win over Brazil at the
World Cup on Friday, a re-
sult that still allowed the
five-time champions to
win the group and elimi-
nated the Africans.
Aboubakar was then sent
off with a second yellow

card for taking off his
shirt during his celebra-
tion. Brazil, which had al-
ready reached the knock-
out stage after victories
over Serbia and
Switzerland, will face
South Korea in the round
of 16. Brazil finished with
six points, the same as
Switzerland but the South
Americans had a better
goal difference. The Swiss
also advanced and will

face Portugal. Cameroon
ended with four points
and Serbia one. Coach
Tite rested nearly all of
his regular starters and
made 10 changes from the
win against Switzerland
on Monday. Brazil was
still without the injured
Neymar, but the star for-
ward was at Lusail
Stadium to watch the
match with his team-
mates.

Cameroon beats 
Brazil 1-0 in final group game 

MMiirrppuurr,,  DDeecc  0033  ((PPTTII)):: A consis-
tent Shikhar Dhawan and a
supremely talented KL Rahul
will battle it out for the open-
er’s slot even as a top-heavy
Indian batting line-up will aim
for transformation and show
more intent against a gutsy
Bangladesh in the three-match
ODI series, starting Sunday.
Throw a fabulously consistent
young turk Shubman Gill (rest-
ed for this series) into the mix,
and coach Rahul Dravid will
struggle to fit in all the boxes
of this jigsaw puzzle called
Indian top-order. The focus for
the next one year will primari-
ly be on ODIs and just like the
T20Is, India’s approach in the
50-over format needs a sea
change. Sometimes having a
plethora of options isn’t actu-
ally a good headache to have
as it creates more confusion
among the rank and file of the
team. When there are similar
skill set options, the coach
tries to give everyone equal
opportunities but it results in
not having a settled line-up
and this is not an ideal situa-
tion when a marquee event is

round the corner. Currently,
the Indian white ball squad is
now going through that partic-
ular phase. A few years back,
Rohit Sharma and Shikhar
Dhawan were automatic picks
as India’s preferred ODI open-
ing pair with hardly any ques-
tions asked or their spots

being debated. But Dhawan’s
slow approach in the
Powerplay overs and the emer-
gence of Gill as a potent 50-
over opener is bound to throw
up possibilities. While Virat
Kohli at No. 3 is an automatic
choice, Shreyas Iyer as India’s
No. 4 is slowly settling down.

Rishabh Pant after his heroics
in the ODI series in England
remains ahead of Ishan Kishan
to start as No. 5 in the line-up.

Pant has copped a lot of flak
for some of his cheap dis-
missals in T20s but despite
some underwhelming shows in
the recently concluded series,
he remains the first choice
keeper in 50 over format. With
no Sanju Samson in this partic-
ular series, Rajat Patidar and
Rahul Tripathi, two consistent
domestic cricket and IPL per-
formers will fancy a chance or
two to stay in the mix. With
Mohammed Shami ruled out
due to shoulder injury, Umran
Malik, who looked impressive
in conducive conditions in New
Zealand, has a chance to show
a different facet of his bowling
on tracks that are expected to
be batting friendly. The pitches
are likely to be a tad slower.
Deepak Chahar, Mohammed
Siraj and Shardul Thakur look
certain to start against a
Bangladesh side that will miss
regular skipper Tamim Iqbal.

MMaattcchh  SSttaarrttss::  1111::3300  aamm  IISSTT..

Rawalpindi, Dec 03 (AP):

England struck with
four late wickets on
Saturday to revive its
hopes of victory against
Pakistan with two days left
in the first cricket Test
where seven batters have
so far scored centuries.

Pakistan reached 499-7
in its first innings on the
lifeless wicket and still
trailed by 158 runs at
stumps on the third day
with play again ending
early because of fading
light. Captain Babar Azam
(136), Imam-ul-Haq (121)
and Abdullah Shafique
(114) all hit tons on a run-
friendly wicket which even
Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Ramiz Raja feels
is not a great advert for
Test cricket. But England
hit back after tea when
Ollie Robinson broke the
123-run stand between
Babar and debutant Saud
Shakeel (37). Robinson
found the outside edge of
Shakeel’s bat and Babar,
who hit 19 fours and a six
in his eighth hundred,
played a cut against off-

spinner Will Jacks (3-132).
Veteran James Anderson
(1-47) used all his 175-test
experience on an unre-
sponsive wicket for the
bowlers, before finally he
got his first wicket in his
19th over when
Mohammad Rizwan (29)
was caught at short mid-
wicket.

Perth, Dec 03 (AP):

Marnus Labuschagne
hit an unbeaten 104 to add
to his first innings of 204
to become the third
Australian with single
and double centuries in a
Test as Australia set the
West Indies an unlikely
498 runs to win the open-
ing Test.

West Indies reached
stumps Saturday at 192-3
in its second innings in 62
overs on the fourth day,
needing another 306 runs
for what would be a sensa-
tional victory.

Australia earlier de-
clared on 182-2 at lunch
with Labuschagne and
Steve Smith 20 not out
after having resumed the
fourth day on 29-1. The
home side scored 153 runs
in the session in just 26
overs.

The 81-run stand be-
tween Labuschagne and
Smith followed their 251-
run third-wicket stand in
the first innings where
Smith also scored an un-
beaten 200. The only other
Australians to score a cen-

tury and double century
in a test were Greg
Chappell and Doug
Walters against New
Zealand and the West
Indies, respectively.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0033  ((PPTTII))::
Rising shuttler Unnati Hooda
on Saturday became the first
Indian to enter the U-17
women’s singles final of the
Badminton Asia Junior
Championships in Nothaburi,
Thailand after beating
Japan’s Mion Yokouchi in
straight games. Unnati won
21-8 21-17 over her Japanese
rival in the women’s U-17 sin-
gles semifinals. She faces
Sarunrak Vitidsarn of
Thailand in the gold medal
match on Sunday.

Under-15 singles player
Anish Thoppani and U-17
men’s doubles pair of Arsh
Mohammad and Sanskar
Saraswat also posted bril-
liant victories to move into
the finals.

Top-seed Unnati once
again lived up to the expecta-
tions and stamped her
authority as she wrapped up
the match in straight sets.
The Odisha Open champion
has not yet dropped a set in
her campaign at the presti-
gious event. The men’s dou-
bles pairs of Arjun MR-Chirag
Shetty (2013) and Krishna
Prasad Garaga-Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy (2015) have won
gold medals for India in the
U-17 category at the tourna-
ment. The in-form duo of
Arsh and Sanskar also show-
cased a similar dominating
display against Chinese
Taipei’s Chi-Ruei Chiu and
Shao Hua Chiu to ease into
the U-17 men’s doubles final
with a commanding 21-15,
21-19 win in a lopsided last-
four contest.

Adelaide, Dec 03 (PTI):
India made a promising
start by taking a first-half
lead but its defence fell
apart later as the team lost
the fourth hockey Test 1-5
to Australia and conceded
an unassailable 3-1 lead in
the five-match series, here
on Saturday.

Comeback man Dilpreet
Singh (25th) struck early
to give India the lead after
a resolute defensive dis-
play by Harmanpreet and
Co. in a goalless first quar-
ter.But India’s defence
crumbled towards the fag

end of second quarter
with Jeremy Hayward
(29th) and Jake Whetton
(30th) scoring in space of
50 seconds. Tom Wickham
(34th) extended the
Kookaburras lead, before
Hayward completed his
brace (41st). Matt Dawson
entered the scoresheet in
the 54th minute with a low
volley strike that went
past Krishan Pathak. The
final match of the series
will be played on Sunday.
India had won the third
match after losing the first
two contests.

South Korea’s players celebrate qualifying for the World Cup last 16.

Brazil’s forward #10 Neymar (frist row R) watches
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football match
between Cameroon and Brazil.

England’s forward #09 Harry Kane takes part in a
training session with teammates at Al Wakrah SC
Stadium in Al Wakrah, south of Doha on December 3
on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football
match between Senegal and England.

Switzerland’s midfielder #23 Xherdan Shaqiri celebrates with teammates after
scoring his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football
match between Serbia and Switzerland at Stadium 974 in Doha.

Brazil’s forward #18 Gabriel Jesus (L) fights for the
ball with Cameroon’s midfielder #15 Pierre Kunde
during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group G football
match between Cameroon and Brazil at the Lusail
Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Pakistan reaches 499-7, still
trails England by 158 runs

Pakistan’s captain Babar
Azam celebrates after
scoring a century.

Badminton Asia Junior Championships

Unnati becomes first Indian to
enter U-17 women’s singles final

Brathwaite fights back after
Labuschagne landmark

Australia’s Marnus
Labuschagne celebrates
his century.

Bangla Battle: Top-order composition in focus
as Dhawan, Rahul jostle for opening spot

India’s cricket captain Rohit Sharma (L) and his coun-
terpart Liton Das (R) hold the tournament trophy dur-
ing a trophy unveiling program after a practice ses-
sion ahead of their first one day international (ODI)
cricket match at the Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket
Stadium in Dhaka on December 3.

Australia down India 5-1,
seal hockey series

WINGED VISITORS

Migratory birds at Chharwa Dam in Hazaribagh district of Jharkhand.

FLOATING BRIDGE

Labourers build a floating pontoon bridge in preparation for the upcoming Magh Mela festival, in
Prayagraj, Saturday.

‘Navy to open all branches 
for women from next year’

New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

The Indian Navy is look-
ing at opening all its
branches for women from
next year, Chief of Naval
Staff Admiral R Hari
Kumar said on Saturday.
Addressing a press confer-
ence a day ahead of the
Navy Day, Admiral Kumar
also said that the first batch
of around 3,000 'Agniveers'
has been inducted and it in-
cluded 341 women.

In December last year,
Navy officials said 28
women officers were de-
ployed on board around 15
frontline warships, includ-
ing aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya, and the
number is set to go up. "The
first batch of Agniveers
have already reported.
About 3,000 Agniveers have

joined out of
which 341 are
women.

This is a
l a n d m a r k
event for us be-
cause for the
first time, the
Navy is induct-
ing women
sailors. We
have been in-
d u c t i n g
women officers
for about the
last 16-17 years,
but this is for
the first time
that we are in-
d u c t i n g
women sailors," Admiral
Kumar said. He said the
Navy will open all its
branches to women officers
from next year. "Come next
year, we are looking at

women officers
being inducted
across all
branches and
not just seven
or eight
branches that
they are re-
stricted to as of
today. Next
year onwards,
all branches
will be opened
for women offi-
cers as well,"
the Navy Chief
said. The Navy
c e l e b r a t e s
December 4 as
Navy Day to

commemorate its daring at-
tack on the Karachi har-
bour and its decisive victo-
ry in the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
"It has been our effort to
constantly query and chal-

lenge the 'status-quo' to en-
sure that the Navy remains
on an aspirational and dy-
namic trajectory into the
future," the Chief of Naval
Staff said.

He said that while the
past year has been "opera-
tionally busy and satisfying"
for the Navy, it has also been
transformational in many
ways. "The most notable as-
pect was commissioning of
India's first indigenous air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant on
September 2. Without a
doubt, it was a seminal
event in the history of the
nation and the Navy," he
said. He said INS Vikrant's
commissioning was a mani-
festation of sustained ef-
forts of generations of naval
leadership, planners, de-
signers, yard workers and
industry partners.
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Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral R. Hari Kumar 
addresses a press 
conference, a day before
Navy Day celebrations, in
New Delhi, Saturday.

Delhi set for high-stakes MCD polls

New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

The stage is set for the
high-stakes civic polls in
Delhi on Sunday, with poll
authorities and security
forces all geared up for the
elections, largely being
seen as a three-way contest
among the AAP, the BJP
and the Congress. Over
1.45 crore electors are eligi-
ble to exercise their fran-
chise in the elections to the
250 wards of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, in
which 1,349 candidates are
in the fray.

Polling will be held from
8 am to 5:30 pm and the
votes will be counted on

December 7. According to
data shared by the State
Election Commission offi-
cials, the total number of
voters in Delhi is
1,45,05,358 -- 78,93,418
males, 66,10,879 females
and 1,061 transgender per-
sons. There are 250 wards
in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD).

This will be the first
civic election after the
fresh delimitation exer-
cise, and the poll will be
held days after the first
phase of the Gujarat as-
sembly elections, and a
day ahead of its second
phase. Authorities have
set up 13,638 polling sta-
tions across Delhi for the
exercise.

There were 272 wards in

Delhi and three corpora-
tions -- NDMC, SDMC and
EDMC -- in Delhi from 2012-
2022, before being reunified
into an MCD that had for-
mally come into existence
on May 22. The erstwhile
MCD, established in 1958,
was trifurcated in 2012 dur-
ing Sheila Dikshit's tenure
as the chief minister.

With the announcement
of the MCD polling date
on November 4 by State
Election Commissioner
Vijay Dev, the Model Code
of Conduct came into im-
mediate effect in the na-
tional capital from that
day itself.

Both the AAP and the
BJP have exuded confi-
dence that they will
emerge victorious in the
polls while the Congress is

seeking to regain lost turf.
The high-decibel cam-

paigning for the December
4 polls, which saw road-
shows of AAP and BJP
heavyweights criss-cross
through the national capi-
tal amid a political slugfest,
concluded on Friday.

Giving campaigns of
their parties one final push
on Friday, BJP leaders held
over 200 public meetings
and roadshows, while
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his
deputy Manish Sisodia
held a town hall with 400
traders to discuss issues
faced by them while deal-
ing with the civic body.

The SEC officials said
poll authorities and its
teams were all set for the
big day on Sunday and ade-

quate arrangements for de-
ployment of forces has
been done.

The Commission on
Friday said it has made
elaborate arrangements
for safe, secure and pleas-
ant voting experience of
people. These measures
are required to keep the
electoral field free and to
ensure that a level play-
ing field is afforded to all
political parties and can-
didates.

This is also the first
civic polls being held in
the national capital after
the February 2020 riots in
Delhi, and as per data
shared by officials, 3360
booths, spanning 493 loca-
tions, have been identi-
fied in critical or sensitive
categories.

Jaipur, Dec 03 (PTI): 

The opposition BJP at-
tacked the Congress gov-
ernment in Rajasthan
over the double murder
case in Sikar on Saturday,
saying there is no rule of
law in the state as Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot is
focused only on saving his
chair.

Notorious gangster
Raje Theth was shot dead
at the gate of his house on
Piprali road in Sikar in
broad daylight. Another
man who had gone to
meet his daughter study-
ing in a coaching centre
also died in the firing.

State Congress chief
Govind Singh Dotasra
condemned the incident
and hoped that the police
would restore the confi-
dence of the common peo-
ple by arresting the ac-

cused. The BJP targeted
the government over the
incident.

"The review of law and
order by the chief minis-
ter, who is also the home
minister, is only limited
to clicking photographs.
He does not have any con-
crete action plan to
strengthen law and order
nor is he concerned about
the safety of the people of
the state," BJP state presi-
dent Satish Poonia tweet-
ed. He said the chief min-
ister should resign on
moral grounds.

Deputy Leader of
Opposition Rajendra
Rathore said the murder
of notorious gangster
Raju Theth in Sikar in a
gang war raises a ques-
tion mark on the law and
order situation in the
state.

He said the Shekhawati

area today has become a
place of refuge for crimi-
nals where gangsters are
challenging the police by
committing murders
openly and confessing it
on social media.

Rathore said the police
administration seems
helpless. "On one hand
there is open firing, mur-
ders, gang wars, extor-
tions and the common
people are forced to live
under fear and on the
other hand the govern-
ment has left the security
of the people to the hands
of the criminals and is
engaged in the hospitali-
ty of Rahul Gandhi and
Bharat Jodo Yatra,"
Rathore said.

The Rahul Gandhi-led
Bharat Jodo Yatra is slat-
ed to enter Rajasthan
from Madhya Pradesh on
Sunday evening.

‘Around the Globe’ food fest brings
cuisines from across continents

New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

With more than 100
dishes from countries in-
cluding Spain, Italy,
Turkey, the United States,
and Greece, 'Around The
Globe' food festival began
here on Saturday.
Organised by Edesia, a
global cuisine restaurant
at Crowne Plaza New
Delhi Okhla, the theme of
the first edition of
'Around The Globe' food
festival is Food Carnival'.

Over the course of 15
days, food enthusiasts can
munch on Mexican Tacos
or chop their way through
the delectable Dimsums,
dip the Churros in the hot
chocolate or live the Hot
Dog culture from USA.

Few of the menu high-
lights include Prawn

Bisque, French Onion
Soup, Falafel, Pita Breads,
Burritos, Crepes, Burgers,
Ratatouille, Sandwiches,
Harissa Chicken Wings,
Paella, Rice Pilaf,
Lebanese Kibbeh,
Popcorn Chicken,
Tiramisu, Greek
Mousakka, Burgers,
Tiramisu, Chicken &
Cheese Enchiladas, and
Espinacas con Garbanzos.

"We have been constant-
ly striving to curate im-
mersive dining experi-
ences for our guests to
mesmerize all their senses
when they visit our
restaurants. Our Around
The Globe menu features
the dishes which have
gained cult status across
continents and countries
making the food festival
an adventurous ride for

the palate," Pradipt Sinha,
director of Food &
Beverage said in a state-
ment.

The festival will offer
delectable recipes at inter-
active stations such as
'Swirling Soup' (opening
act), 'Fire Show' (live street
food), 'Whistling Starters'
(mime show), 'The Great
Indian Main Course' (cir-
cus), 'Salad Jugglers' (filler
act), 'Rice Pyramids',
'Drinks Pit stop' (break
time), 'The Dancing Ice
Cream' (show stopper),
'The Bread Carpet' (VVIP
Zone), 'The Wheel Of
Desserts' (grand finale)
from across continents.

The buffet will be avail-
able at a cost of Rs 2399
per person. The festival
will conclude on
December 18.

Disabled-accessible cities remain a mirage
New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI): 

Accessibility remains a
major challenge for the
physically challenged in
India, and on International
Day for People with
Disabilities on Saturday,
they called for urgent re-
dressal as many buildings,
even in tier 1 and 2 cities,
remain unapproachable for
them.

The Rights of Persons
with Disabilities Act, 2016
provided a timeline of five
years for making all exist-
ing public buildings acces-
sible by June 14, but out of
the total 2,839 buildings, 585
state buildings and 1,030
central government build-
ings have been made barri-
er-free for the disabled.

More than two per cent
of India's population are
persons with disabilities.
Experts feel that including

compliance related to dis-
abled-friendly construc-
tions while clearing build-
ing plans would be a signifi-
cant step in addressing the
accessibility issue.

"Recently, I had to visit a
government building to get
some documents and it was
an absolute nightmare,"
wheelchair-bound Anwar
Ali, a resident of
Jhunjhunu in Rajasthan,
said. "'The office was on the
third floor and the lift was
not functioning most of the
time. I had to visit the
building regularly over two
months and it was a tor-
ture," he said.

The government last
year launched the
Sugamya Bharat app
which aims to enable peo-
ple with disabilities and
the elderly to register ac-
cessibility-related prob-
lems in buildings, in modes

of transport, or any infra-
structure by uploading pic-
tures on it.

But according to anI
filed by PTI, around half of
the complaints were pend-
ing resolution till August
with states and UTs. There
were a total of 1,009 com-
plaints received through
the app till August this
year and 509 complaints
were pending resolution at
the state/UTs concerned
authorities, the
Department of Disabilities
said in itsI response.

Asked for the reason be-
hind the pending com-
plaints, the Department of
Disability Affairs in itsI
reply said the complaints
received through the
Sugamya Bharat App are
directly forwarded to au-
thorities concerned of the
state/UTs with a request to
take appropriate action to

make the premises accessi-
ble. "There is no specific
reason for non-redressal of
the grievances available,"
the department said.

However, sources at the
department said there are
practical problems related
to logistics associated with
the resolution of some
complaints which is the
main reason for the back-
log with the states and UTs.
Among states and UTs,
Gujarat has received the
highest number of com-
plaints on the app at 406
out of which 311 are pend-
ing resolution.

Delhi has received the
second-highest number of
complaints on the app at
128 and out of that 60 are
pending resolution. The
situation worsens in pri-
vate sectors and rural
areas, activists and people
with disabilities say.
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BJP targets Cong govt
over Sikar killings

1.45 cr electors 
eligible to vote

Court extends
NIA custody of

gangster Bishnoi
New Delhi, Dec 03 (PTI):
A Delhi court on
Saturday extended by
four days the NIA cus-
tody of alleged gangster
Lawrence Bishnoi, ac-
cused in Siddhu
Moosewala murder
case, in a matter related
to conspiracy hatched
by terror groups.

The NIA has alleged
that the conspiracy was
hatched by members of
a criminal syndicate
based in India and
abroad to raise funds
and recruit youths to
carry out terrorist acts
in Delhi and other parts
of the country.

The accused, includ-
ing Bishnoi, had
planned to execute spec-
tacular heinous crimes
including targeted
killings of prominent
persons, with an inten-
tion to strike terror in
the minds of the people
of the country, it al-
leged.

Special judge
Shailendra Malik ex-
tended the custodial in-
terrogation of Bishnoi
after he was produced
before the court
through video confer-
ence on expiry of his 10-
day NIA custody grant-
ed earlier.

While seeking his fur-
ther custody by 10 more
days, the NIA told the
court that the terrorist
gangs accused in the
case were using cyber
space and social media
to publicise these
crimes to create wide-
spread terror among
the public at large.

Few among these
gangs are operating
from jail and others are
absconding and operat-
ing from different parts
of India and foreign
countries, the agency
told the court.

2020 Delhi Riots

Court discharges
Umar Khalid 

New Delhi, Nov 03 (PTI):
A court discharged for-
mer JNU student Umar
Khalid and United
Against Hate founder
Khalid Saifi in a case re-
lated to the 2020 northeast
Delhi riots.

The FIR in the case was
registered on the basis of
the statement of
Constable Sangram Singh
who said a riotous mob
had pelted stones on Main
Karawal Nagar Road, be-
sides setting ablaze sever-
al vehicles in a nearby
parking lot on February
24, 2020. Special Public
Prosecutor Madhukar
Pandey confirmed that
Umar Khalid and Khalid
Saifi were discharged in
the matter by the court of
Additional Sessions Judge
Pulastya Pramachala.


