
Nora reaches ED
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Actor Nora
Fatehi appeared before
the Enforcement
Directorate here on
Friday for a fresh record-
ing of her statement in
connection with an ongo-
ing money-laundering
probe against alleged
conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar and his
associates, official
sources said. Fatehi, 30,
has been questioned by
the federal agency in the
case a few times in the
past. The Canadian-born
artiste came to India
about seven to eight
years ago to work in the
Hindi film industry.

NCBC chairperson
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Union
minister Hansraj Ahir on
Friday vowed to work
towards the welfare of
backward classes after
assuming charge as chair-
person of the National
Commission for Backward
Classes. Speaking to PTI
shortly after taking
charge, Ahir said he saw
it both as a challenge and
a responsibility to bring
the backward sections of
society at a par with the
rest. “Keeping in mind
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s slogan of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas and
Sabka Vishwas’, I vow to
work towards the welfare
of the backward sections
of society,” he said.

Congress meet 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Top Congress
leaders will hold delibera-
tions on Saturday on the
party’s strategy to corner
the government during
the Winter session of
Parliament starting
December 7. Sources said
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge,
leader of the Congress in
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, chief whip of
the party in Rajya Sabha
Jairam Ramesh and
party’s chief whip in Lok
Sabha K Suresh will meet
at the residence of former
party chief Sonia Gandhi
on Saturday evening to
evolve the strategy.

Divyangjan awards
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  President
Droupadi Murmu will con-
fer national awards for
outstanding work
towards empowerment of
persons with disabilities
on the International Day
of Persons with
Disabilities on Saturday.
In a statement, the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment said
the awards will be hand-
ed over to individuals,
institutions, organisations
and state/district, etc.,
for their outstanding
achievements and work
towards the empower-
ment of Persons with
Disabilities.

YOUTH FESTIVAL

Students wearing traditional attires pose for photographs during the opening of
HP University Youth Festival, in Mandi, Friday.

CHILDREN POSE

Specially-abled children pose for the camera on the eve of International Day of
Persons with Disabilities at ‘School for Hearing Handicapped’ in Jammu, Friday.
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BRIEF

Bollywood actress Nora
Fatehi leaves the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) office after being 

questioned regarding the
money laundering case

linked to alleged conman
Sukesh Chandrashekhar, in

New Delhi, Friday.
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RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0022  ((PPTTII))::    The ED
on Friday arrested Saumya
Chaurasia, a deputy secretary
rank officer posted in
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s office, in
connection with a money laun-
dering investigation into an
alleged coal levy scam in the
state, official sources said.
Chaurasia, considered a pow-
erful bureaucrat of the state,
was taken into custody under
the criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) post
her questioning by the federal
agency. The officer was taken
for a health checkup after the
arrest even as the local media
followed her along with the ED
team, escorted by CRPF per-
sonnel, to the court. The
agency had in October arrest-
ed Sameer Vishnoi, an IAS
officer of the state, and two

others, after conducting sev-
eral raids in the case. The
money laundering investiga-
tion, launched after the ED
took cognisance of a Income
Tax department complaint,
pertains to “a massive scam in
which illegal levy of Rs 25 per
tonne is being extorted from
every tonne of coal transport-

ed in Chhattisgarh by a cartel
involving senior bureaucrats,
businessmen, politicians and
middlemen.”

Baghel, last week while
speaking to reporters, stepped
up his attack on the ED, accus-
ing the probe agency of cross-
ing its limits and treating peo-
ple inhumanely in the state.

New Delhi/Aligarh, Dec
02 (PTI): A passenger on
board the Delhi-Kanpur
Neelachal Express died on
Friday after being im-
paled by an iron rod that
broke through a glass
window of the coach and
struck him in the neck, an
official said.

The freak accident took
place around 8:45 am be-
tween Danwar and Somna
in the Prayagraj division
of the North Central
Railway, the railway
spokesperson said.

“One person died in the
general coach by an exter-
nal object (iron rod)
which damaged the win-
dow. The train was
stopped at the Aligarh
junction at 09.23 hrs,” the
railway spokesperson
said. The deceased was
identified as Hrishekesh

Dubey (34), a native of
Sultanpur who was living
in Delhi. He was sitting by
the window when the iron
rod pierced his neck.

Sources said some work
was underway on the
tracks when the incident
happened.

“The incident occurred
some 35 kilometers before
Aligarh railway station.
The railway staff stopped
the train at Aligarh and
took Hrishekesh Dubey to
hospital where the doc-
tors declared him dead,”
Chief Public Relation
Officer (CPRO) of North
Central Railway (NCR)
Himanshu Shekhar
Upadhyay said.

“The body has been
sent for postmortem ex-
amination and a probe
has been ordered in the
matter,” the CPRO added.

Jagdalpur, Dec 02 (PTI):
Seven persons were killed
after some portion of a
limestone mine collapsed
on them at their village in
Bastar district of
Chhattisgarh on Friday,
police said. The deceased
included six women, they
said. The incident took
place in Maalgaon village
under Nagarnar police

station area, around 12 km
away from Jagdalpur, the
headquarter of the dis-
trict, a police official here
said. “The victims were
digging soil in the mine
when a part of it caved in,
due to which they got
trapped under the debris,”
he said. Soon after being
alerted about it, police per-
sonnel rushed to the spot

and launched the rescue
operation, he said. While
five persons died on the
spot, two others suc-
cumbed while they were
being shifted to a hospital,
he said.

As per the preliminary
information, only seven
persons were digging the
soil but the rescue work is
still underway, he added.

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):

The post-narco analysis
session of Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, the accused in
the Shraddha Walkar mur-
der case, was completed
within two-hours on
Friday, officials said.

A four-member team of
the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) and the
investigating officer ar-
rived at the Tihar Jail in
New Delhi for a ‘post-test
interview’ with
Poonawala. The interview
in Central Jail No. 4 was
expected to start from 10
am and go on till 3 pm, but
it was delayed. The team
reached the prison around
11.30 am and the entire ses-
sion went on for about 1
hours and 40 minutes.
After the session,
Poonawala was informed
about the replies he gave
in his narco analysis test

on Thursday. This
arrangement was made as
per a court order in view
of the risks involved in his
transportation, the offi-
cials said.

Poonawala’s narco
analysis test, which went
on for more than two
hours at a Rohini hospital,
was completely successful.

Sources in the FSL had
earlier said the answers
the accused gave during
the narco test and a poly-
graph test held earlier
would be analysed, and he
would be informed about
his replies as well.

Poonawala, 28, allegedly
strangled his live-in part-
ner and cut her body into
35 pieces, which he kept in
a 300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his resi-
dence in south Delhi’s
Mehrauli before dumping
them across the metropo-
lis over several days.

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday directed the
Centre and the states to
file their responses on a
plea seeking directions
for a uniform standard of
healthcare for citizens in
line with the
Constitution by adopting
provisions of the Clinical
Establishments Act, 2010.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Vikram Nath
granted four weeks to the
Union of India and the
state governments to file
their replies.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan,
Patients’ Rights
Campaign and K M
Gopakumar which had
also sought directions for
operationalising all the

provisions of the Act, as
well as Clinical
Establishment Rules,
2012 in order to ensure af-
fordable and quality
healthcare.

The plea had sought di-
rections for notification
and implementation of
the conditions for regis-
tration of clinical estab-
lishments such as obser-
vance of minimum stan-
dards, display of rates for
procedures and services,
compliance with the stan-
dard treatment protocol,
as provided in Sections 11
and 12 of the CEA read
with Rule 9 of the Rules,
2012.

The petition had also
sought directions that a
grievance redressal
mechanism be created for
the patients at the dis-
trict, state and national

level national level till
the lacunae in the CEA
are filled by a suitable
legislation.

The PIL said the duty
to provide healthcare to
citizens was put on the
government under
Article 47 of the
Constitution; however,
the public healthcare sys-
tem did not proceed as
conceived and treats only
30 per cent of the pa-
tients, while the rest are
treated by the private sec-
tor.

The petition contended
that the public healthcare
system suffers from a
lack of public health in-
frastructure and human
resources, non-availabili-
ty of medicines, lack of
public investment and
forced dependency on the
private sector.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0022  ((PPTTII))::

The CBI has busted a racket
of “sextortionists”, arresting
one who allegedly blackmailed
an economics professor at
California University into
shelling out USD 48,000 threat-
ening him with making public
his sexually explicit video chats
with a female gang member,
officials said. Based on infor-
mation received from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
of the US, CBI arrested Rahul
Kumar, a resident of Delhi’s
Asola, while the search for his
purported girlfriend who lured
the professor into sending
explicit videos on Facebook
chat is going on, they said.

The girl, who was chatting
through Facebook, had
befriended the economics pro-
fessor of a prominent universi-
ty on social media service chat
platform, they said. In conspir-
acy with her purported partner
Rahul Kumar, she diverted con-

versations towards sexual con-
notations, eventually asking
the professor to record and
send his sexually explicit video
on September 10, 2021, they
said. Once a video was
received, she told the profes-
sor that her boyfriend Rahul
had recorded the video, they
said.

The duo started blackmail-
ing the US-based professor
with threats to make send the
video to authorities in the uni-
versity and some prominent
US-based journalists, they said.

“Rahul, using his accounts
asolarahul@gmail.com and
rahulrana6585@gmail.com,
started sending extortionist
threats related to the sexually
explicit video chat to the pro-
fessor demanding money and
other valuable things from him
for deleting the video and
directed him to make the mon-
etary payments to his PayPal
account,” the CBI FIR has
alleged.

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):

The ransomware attack
on the servers of AIIMS
Delhi is a conspiracy and
planned by forces that are
significant, Minister of
State for Electronics and
IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said on Friday.

The servers of All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi,
have been out of order for
the 10th consecutive day
due to the ransomware at-
tack. “It is clearly a con-
spiracy and it has been
planned by forces that are
pretty significant. It is a
sophisticated ransomware
attack. We will wait for the
outcome of CERTin and
NIA (National

Investigation Agency) be-
fore we come to conclusion
on who is behind the ran-
somware attack,”
Chandrasekhar said. In a
ransomware attack, cyber-
criminals lock access to
data or a device and prom-
ise to unlock it after they
are paid the desired ran-
som. The Indian
Computer Emergency
Response Team within the
Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology, Delhi cyber-
crime special cell, Indian
Cybercrime Coordination
Centre, Intelligence
Bureau, Central Bureau of
Investigation, National
Forensic Sciences
University, National
Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection
Centre, and National
Investigation Agency, etc.
are investigating the cyber
attack.

ED arrests deputy secretary
Chaurasia in money laundering case

Poonawala’s 
post-narco session done

Seven killed as part 
of limestone mine collapses 

Man impaled by iron rod 
on board Delhi-Kanpur train

‘Ransomware attack
on AIIMS a conspiracy’ 
 Minister fears

planned by forces
that are significant

Uniform healthcare standard

SC directs Centre, states to file
responses on plea seeking directions 

CBI arrests one for blackmailing
US-based Economics Professor

Raipur, Dec 02:

Amid heated exchanges
between the ruling
Congress and the opposi-
tion BJP the Reservation
Amendment Bill in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on the last day
of two-day special session
on Friday.

The state government
proposed to give 32 percent
reservation to the
Scheduled Tribe (ST), 13
percent to the Scheduled
Caste (SC), 27 percent to
the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and four
percent to the
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS). With pas-

sage of the amendment
bill the group of ministers
met Governor Anusuiya
Uikey. The reservation
will come in force with im-
mediate effect after signa-
ture of the Governor.

Opposition’s proposal
for an amendment to give
16 percent reservation to
the SC category and 10 per-
cent to the EWS was not
accepted. The Chief
Minister made it clear that
if the population of SC cat-
egory comes to 16 percent

in the census, then their
reservation will be amend-
ed. This reservation is

being given according to
the Quantifiable Data
Commission.

Reservation bill passed unanimously
 32% reservation

for ST, 27% for OBC Minister, BJP MLA face off
Raipur: An altercation broke out between a minister and a BJP
MLA over two bills related to reservation tabled in the
Chhattisgarh legislative Assembly on Friday. The quarrel took
place between Minister Shivkumar Dahariya and BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar. However, some MLAs intervened and pacified them.
After Speaker Charandas Mahant adjourned the proceedings for
five minutes amid uproar in the House, Chandrakar and Dahariya
stepped into the well and had a minor quarrel. Earlier, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel tabled two bills related to reservation for
Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Caste, Other Backward Classes and
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in government jobs and
admission in educational institutions in the House. Opposition
questioned how the Assembly can enact an Act related to reserva-
tion when a similar issue is sub-judice in the Supreme Court. Citing
the bypoll at the Scheduled Tribe (ST) reserved Bhanupratappur
Assembly seat scheduled on December 5, BJP members asked the
Speaker whether a discussion was held with the Election
Commission before introducing such a bill. Suddenly, Dahariya
made a comment which was not audible due to the noise in the
House, but MLAs Agrawal and Sharma reacted sharply to it.

Qutub row

Court to pass order on
review of intervention
application on Dec 12
New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):
A court here will on
December 12 pass an order
on the review plea to its
earlier order dismissing
an intervention applica-
tion on the Qutub Minar
row. The intervention ap-
plication, filed in an appeal
seeking the restoration of
Hindu and Jain deities in
an alleged temple complex
inside Qutub Minar, was
dismissed by the court on
September 20. The appli-
cant, Kunwar Mahender
Dhwaj Pratap Singh said
he was a necessary party
to the appeal. “Arguments
on the application of re-
view heard. Be listed for
order/clarification, if any,
on December 12, 2022,”
Additional District Judge
Dinesh Kumar said in an
order passed on Thursday.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: JLNHRC
of SAIL BSP celebrated
the World AIDS Day in
OPD block, with active
participation in form of
sisters, doctors, PG stu-
dents and nursing stu-
dents as well on December
01, 2022. CMO Dr Pramod
Binayake, Dr AD Banerjee
(ACMO), Dr Trinath Dash
(ACMO) welcomed the
guest of honour Dr
Nishant Meshram, State
Microbiologist, External
Quality Assurance,
Ministry of Health (CG).
Dr Nishant Meshram and
Dr Pramod Binayake in-
augurated the function
after lighting of the cere-
monial lamps. They visit-
ed the poster gallery and
overwhelmingly praised
the work done by students.

World AIDS Day is

being celebrated globally
on December 2022. This
year the slogan is
"Equalize". WHO is urg-
ing to address the inequal-
ities which are hindering
the progress in ending
AIDS. All have to work to-
gether in form of in-
creased availability, quali-
ty and suitability of serv-
ices, so that everyone is
served. There should be
no marginalization of
population, so that every-

one should be shown re-
spect and welcomed.

CMO Dr Pramod
Binayake emphasized on
the most effective anti
HIV regimen as recom-
mended recently by WHO
used globally, also made
available for those regis-
tered patients at JLN
Hospital. He also made
aware the common people
and health workers that
those medications if
taken meticulously, can

lead a normal lifestyle. He
further stressed that those
medications, once started
have to be taken lifelong.
He also thanked the Drug
district authorities in pro-
viding the diagnostic kits
and medications during
the COVID 19 pandemic.

Dr Nishant Meshram
also praised about the ex-
emplary contribution in
particular Respiratory
Deparment of JLN
Hospital during the

COVID-19 pandemic. In
principle he promised to
provide a CD-4 counter &
Link center for effective
management of HIV pa-
tients and follow up at
JLN Hospital premises at
the earliest.

Nursing superinten-
dent Shyla Abraham also
encouraged the nursing
students to present a skit
to spread awareness
among citizens and it was
highly appreciated. Dr AD

Banerjee conducted a
basic quiz competition in-
teracting with general
OPD attendees and pro-
vided general informa-
tion about HIV/AIDS to
general public and prizes
were distributed to the
winners.

Finally Dr P Mercy
(ACMO) presented the
vote of thanks. The AIDS
committee, JLNHRC
whole heartedly were
thankful to CMO I/C Dr
Ravindranath, CMO Dr P
Binayake, Department of
Skin, M & HS,
Department of blood
bank, Department of
Microbiology for their
kind support. Dr Raunak
Das & Dr Sonali Trivedi
from Respiratory medi-
cine also wholeheartedly
contributed to the suc-
cessful conduction of this
programme.

4055 participate in 
physical fitness test for 
Agniveer recruitment

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: On the
second day of the army
recruitment rally, the en-
thusiasm of youth to join
the defence forces was vis-
ible in Durg district. A
large number of youths
reached the army recruit-
ment venue to display
their physical stamina.
On the second day of
army recruitment, 6300
youths from 3 districts
had registered out of
which 4055 youths ap-
peared to participate in
the recruitment rally.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the arrange-

ments for the stay and food
of these youths have been
made by the administra-
tion and all the arrange-
ments are being continu-
ously monitored. Deputy
Director (Manpower
Planning) Rajkumar
Kurre said that all the
queries of the youth are
being resolved at the
Control Room.

Nodal officers are con-
tinuously monitoring the
situation and are immedi-
ately resolving the prob-
lems. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena is regularly visit-
ing the army recruitment
venue to take stock of the

facilities and is constantly
taking information about
the arrangements from
the nodal officers.

On December 3, the aspi-
rants from Balodabazar
and Mungeli will appear
in the recruitment
process; aspirants of
Bilaspur, Kondagaon,
Korea and Raigarh are
registered for December
04; Bijapur, Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Sukma,
Gariaband, Kabirdham,
Korba, Jashpur,
Rajnandgaon on
December 05 and aspirants
from Dhamtari and GPM
districts will participate in
the rally on December 06.

Durg Police launches Module#02 
action against online betting rackets 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Taking the
operations to second stage,
Durg Police has initiated
the Module 02 action
against the online cricket
betting rackets being con-
ducted through Mahadev
Book, Reddy Anna and
other mobile applications.
Police have initiated action
on the suspects, whose
bank accounts were being
used for transaction of
money.

It was found that the of-
fenders were using the
bank accounts of ignorant
people. Now the victim ac-
count holders are coming
forward without fear and
are sharing information
with the cops. In this se-
quel, police arrested a per-
son who had opened 20
bank accounts of his
labourers and was misus-
ing the accounts for trans-
action of the stake money
of Mahadev Book.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Command and Control

Centre in Sector 6, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed
that they are examining the
bank accounts which were
being used by the people
who were operating the
branches / panels of
Mahadev Book. In this se-
quel, police came to know
that the bank account of a
labourer Rajkumari
Thakur (33) wife of Ram
Prasad Thakur of BRP
Colony, Station Maroda
was also used for money
transactions.

On coming to know
about the incident, she
lodged a complaint at
Bhatti Police Station
against her employer Rohit
Sabarwal. She complained
that Rohit Sabarwal got her
bank account opened on
the excuse of depositing
the PF contributions. Later
he started misusing the ac-
count.

Taking the matter into
serious consideration, a
joint team of Anti-Crime
and Cyber Unit and Bhilai
Bhatti Police Station led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra

and Inspector KK
Kushwaha collected de-
tailed information from
the complainant
Rajkumari Thakur and
came to know that she has
been working as a daily
wage labour for the last 02-
03 years for the contractor
Rohit Sabarwal.

On May 13, 2020, the con-
tractor Rohit told them
that the PF money will be
credited into their account

and during the work in
Nehru Bhawan Sector 01,
the contractor called a
bank employee and some
other labourers to get their
accounts opened.

When she demanded the
bank passbook and ATM
from the contractor Rohit,
he did not give it to her. On
the basis of the informa-
tion received from the ap-
plicant, the accused Rohit
Sabarwal was taken into

custody.
During interrogation,

the accused confessed his
involvement in online
cricket betting. He dis-
closed that he was using
the bank accounts of the
labourers for conducting
money transactions of on-
line betting apps - Mahadev
Book and other apps.
Further action is being
taken from Bhilai Bhatti
police station.

The accused is identified
as Rohit Sabarwal (27) son
of Sandeep Sabarwal a res-
ident of 11/A, Chauhan
Town, Junwani, Bhilai.
ASI Purna Bahadur,
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Ruman
Sonwani, Chandrashekhar
Banjeer, Constable Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Shahbaz
Khan, Rajkumar Chandra,
Panne Lal, Upendra Yadav,
Sameem Khan from ACCU
and Sub-Inspector RD
Gendre and Sub-Inspector
BR Markam from Bhilai
Bhatti police station played
a vital role in arresting the
accused.
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World AIDS Day celebration at JLNHRCDistribution of assistive
devices to differently abled
persons in remote areas today
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Assistive
devices will be distrib-
uted to the Divyangjans
selected in the free trial
camp organised in the
Rowghat mine area of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
on December 03, 2022 at
Gram Panchayat Mahka
Khel Ground,
Narayanpur. In this
camp, 340 assistive de-
vices will be provided to
the 126 Divyangjans iden-
tified in the camp organ-
ised by Bhilai Steel Plant.

This camp has been or-
ganised by the Corporate
Social Responsibility de-

partment of SAIL-BSP
along with Government
of India in association
with Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India
(ALIMCO), a Miniratna
PSU under the Ministry
of Social Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Government of India.

Bhilai Steel Plant in
collaboration with AL-
IMCO will provide tricy-
cle, wheelchair, crutches,
hearing aid, folding stick
for visually impaired,
and distribute equip-
ment like kit, tripod,
tetrapod, cervical collar,
knee base etc.

Low cost open farming to be practiced
for poultry farming in Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Low Cost
Open Farming of poultry
is being practiced in
Gauthan of Birebhat.
The same model will be
implemented in all
Gauthans of the district.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, who visit-
ed Birebhat Gauthan on
Friday, praised the inno-
vations and gave instruc-
tions to implement the
same model in the entire
district.

Here, chickens are
being kept in an extended
shed in addition to the
hen shed. This provides
better space for them to
move around. The sun-
light improves their
growth as well. Along
with this, cultured Azolla
is being used here for fod-

der. In this, Azolla is pre-
pared by mixing some
parts of phosphate in
vermicompost, which en-
sures rapid growth.

Azolla is considered as
the best green gold feed
for chickens. With this
system, the SHGs are
making good income at
less cost. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan was also pres-
ent during the inspec-
tion. He instructed the of-
ficials to expand poultry
farming in all Gauthans.
SDM Brijesh Kshatriya
was also present.

Collector instructed to
make special efforts for
horticulture crops in
Dhamdha area. He saw
the production of vegeta-
bles in Gauthan of
Birebhat. He directed the
officials of the

Horticulture Department
to identify five acres of
land for dragon fruit cul-
tivation. Along with this,
after technical consulta-
tion, instructions were
given to plant other use-
ful crops.

The Collector said that
there is enough space in
the Gauthans and there
are possibilities of devel-
oping orchards. Fish
farming is also being
started in Gauthans by
biofloc method. The
Collector inspected the
Gauthans in Dhamdha
where biofloc infrastruc-
ture has been prepared.
Officials informed him
that fish farming will
start in the next fifteen
days. With this, the
groups will be able to
earn a net income of up
to Rs 1.5 lakh.

Collector reached the
paddy purchase center,
Gauthan, school and pan-
chayat building in
Nardha. He instructed to
increase the number of
higher secondary books
in the library. Increasing
the books related to the
course will facilitate the
children. Along with this,
he also inquired about
the progress of the syl-
labus.

The Collector was sat-
isfied with the status of
education. He also
reached the paddy pur-
chase center and in-
quired about the facili-
ties of the paddy pur-
chase center from the
farmers.

Collector reached
Jamul Ahiwara to in-
spect the road construc-
tion works. He instructed

the officials to complete
the road work by April.
He said that this is a very
important road and
hence its work should be
completed with quality
and on time. Along with
this, instructions were
given to report the
progress every month.

Collector also reached
the health center in
Murmunda. He inquired
about the status of insti-
tutional delivery. There
have been 180 deliveries
here in six months. He in-
teracted with the preg-
nant women. The women
informed him that all fa-
cilities are available at
the health centre. Proper
care was taken at the
time of delivery and
there is adequate
arrangement for food,
medicine etc.

Collector praises innovations at Birebhat Gauthan

Tattoo craft training 
camp organised in 

Nandori village

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Tattoo
craft training camp is
being organised by
Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in col-
laboration with
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board at vil-
lage Nandori, Dhamdha,
Durg district.

In this camp, Triparna
Dasgupta, President
Bhilai Mahila Samaj along
with members of BMS
met and encouraged the
women participating in
the training.

Triparna Dasgupta,
President of Bhilai Mahila
Samaj; Neerja Kumari
Singh, Vice President;
Maitreyi Sutradhar,
Additional Vice President;
Praniti Mukherjee,
Additional Vice President;
Mauli Chakravorty,
Additional  Vice
President; Ratna Rani
Dokania, Secretary(BMS);
Gayatri Sahu, Treasurer
(BMS); Mou Ray, Dy

Treasurer (BMS) and
members of Bhilai Mahila
Samaj were present on the
occasion. At the outset, the
women receiving training
from Nandori village wel-
comed the guests by apply-
ing Tilak and giving them
bouquets.

Triparna Dasgupta,
President of Bhilai Mahila
Samaj while addressing
these women said that it is
a good thing that all of you
are learning nuances of
this art. This art is slowly
disappearing, and I'm glad
that you all can make a sig-
nificant contribution in
keeping the art form alive,
she said. This training
program will prove to be a
milestone in making this
art alive. I wish you a
bright future ahead, she
added.

Tattoo craft training is
being imparted by trainers
Biju Bawre, Sharad and
Nitin provided through
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board. This
training will last for 3
months. In this training
camp, 25 women benefici-

aries of village Nandori
are being trained. Women
undergoing this training
are being provided free
equipment along with
training and scholarship
at the rate of Rs 3000 per
month. This tattoo craft is
a special handicraft art
done on cloth and this
camp has been organized
with a view to develop it.

Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant has already or-
ganized a Bamboo art
camp at village Dundera
and a dry flower making
camp at village
Khamhariya. There is a
plan to organise training
camps for Jute craft and
Sheeshal craft in 3 villages
in the coming days.

Vivek Mishra and
Budhelal of CSR con-
tributed significantly in
successfully organising
these camps. The program
was compered by Rajni
Rajak of CSR Department
and the program was coor-
dinated by Vivek Mishra,
AM(CSR).



Co-op banks play an important role
in making WSHGs self-reliant: Yadav
Raipur, Dec 02: At
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Training
Institute, which is operated
by Apex Bank, a three-day
training on the topic of self-
help groups, farmer’s clubs,
and joint liability groups
was provided to the officers
and staff of the state’s coop-
erative banks.

The chief guest of the
training completion pro-
gram, Padma Shri recipient
Phoolbasan Bai Yadav stated
that the cooperative bank of-
ficers had received full sup-
port in their efforts to make
women’s self-help groups fi-
nancially independent. Self-
help groups and cooperative
banks have been compan-
ions in joy and grief and
have supported one another.

Presiding over the pro-
gram, Baijnath Chandrakar,
Chairman of Apex Bank,
stated that Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has higher faith in
cooperative banks. A cooper-
ative bank is a bank of farm-
ers. The Co-operative Bank is
making a lot of effort to meet
the farmers’ needs for agri-
cultural loans. Under the di-
rection of Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel, the amount
of assistance for agricultural
inputs is being continuously
transferred to the accounts
of farmers through coopera-
tive banks in the bank ac-
counts of villages, poor
farmers and agricultural la-
borers, tribals, and women of
Vananchal region, due to
which  there is happiness
among  the people. Bhupesh
Chandravanshi, DGM and
Director of the Training
Institute at Apex Bank, stat-
ed that training programs
for cooperative banks, pri-
mary service cooperative so-
cieties, and cooperative rep-
resentatives of the state will

be organized on a regular
basis by the training insti-
tute so that bank employees
can increase their skills and
ability in banking technolo-
gy We will make an effort to
arrange consistent high-
quality training in order to
make banking work more
practical and simple. On the
occasion of completion of
the training, the Deputy
Director of the training in-
stitute Mr. A. K. Lahre, Apex
Bank AGM Mr. Arun
Purohit, AGM Ajay Bhagat,
Manager CP Vyas, Accounts
Officer Prabhakar Kant
Yadav and training partici-
pants were present.

Collector, SSP conduct
inspection of Expressway 

Raipur, Dec 02: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
and Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner  Mayank
Chaturvedi jointly visited
the expressway today to fix
traffic problem.

They inspected all over
bridges and under bridges
of the Expressway from
Fundahar Chowk to
Railway Station. Collector
Dr Bhure directed the offi-
cials of CGRDC to imme-
diately reconnect grill
along the expressway that
were broken illegally by
the colony residents for
the convenience of their
movement.

The Collector instructed
the officials of the traffic

department to install large
mandatory sign boards to
prevent wrong side move-
ment in the service road of
the expressway. He asked
the Raipur Municipal
Corporation commission-
er to immediately remove
the handcarts illegally in-
stalled near road junctions
at some places below the
bridge so as to ensure
smooth traffic.

He directed traffic DSP
Gurjit Singh to design traf-
fic rotary after survey of
places under bridges that
often witness traffic jam.
Collector Dr Bhure dis-
cussed with the officials
regarding the construc-
tion of 100-meter road par-

allel to the expressway
from the side of City
Center Mall to Pandri
Chowk to improve the traf-
fic system in Pandri. He
also directed for the
widening of the road lead-
ing from Devendra Nagar
Chowk to Muktidham.

Collector Dr Bhure di-
rected the officers to im-
prove the traffic system
soon by identifying those
places in the major routes
where traffic is obstructed
so that the city’s traffic
system can operate
smoothly. Officers of po-
lice and traffic and other
concerned departments
were present on the occa-
sion.

Raipur, Dec 02: “There
is no such thing as a
perfect family. Each
family keeps evolving
and faces its own set of
conflicts. This needs ac-
tive skills for building
better families,” says
Shivli Shrivastava, dur-
ing the ‘Building Better
Families’ workshop
held at On The Rocks,
Raipur. Shivli is a
Psychologist and CEO
of BetterSpace, central
India’s first startup for
mental health, sexuali-
ty, and disability.

On The Rocks, a
bistro and rock pub has
a speciality of not just
an ambient vibe for so-
cializing but also a co-
working and collabora-
tive space. This space
opened up an opportu-
nity to connect and
kickstart a series of
workshops in Raipur
which would address
mental health hiccups
including dealing with
the new year and festive

blues, coping with the
stress of presenting in
front of others, manag-
ing toxic friendships,
and voicing about our
failures.

Shivli brought to
light how families these
days are fumbling with
spending quality time
due to reasons like busy
schedules, addiction to
social media, or just not
being able to under-
stand each other. The
conversation took an in-
teresting turn address-
ing unspoken chal-
lenges within families
such as conflicts, anger,
and silent treatment
problems. The impor-
tance of maintaining
healthy boundaries for
improving the family
dynamics was also
highlighted. The
evening ended with a
question and answer
session where people
candidly shared their
struggles with family
relationships.

NIT Raipur flag off
Entrepreneurship Summit 2022 
Raipur, Dec 02:
Entrepreneurship Summit
2022 was flagged off by the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur on 2nd
December 2022 at Pandit
Dindayal Upadhyay
Auditorium. The E-Summit’22
is being conducted by the
Entrepreneurship Cell (E-Cell)
of NIT Raipur. E-Summit is
the flagship event of E-Cell
which is conducted annually
with the objective of bringing
together opportunities to build
and provide a platform for
young entrepreneurs to show-
case their idea to Venture capi-
talists and set them on the
road to the business world.

Anil Banchhor, MD and
CEO, RDC Concrete (India)
Pvt. Ltd. and an alumnus of
GEC Raipur (Batch 1984) was
the Chief Guest, and Dr. (Mrs.)
A. B. Soni, Director(I/C), NIT
Raipur was the Guest of
Honor at the inauguration cer-
emony of the summit.

Anil Banchhor in his ad-
dress talked about the impor-
tance of start-ups, and he in-
sisted that the audience work
hard for their passion, and be-

come job providers that will
add to the country’s economy.
This was followed by the
‘Utkrishth’, an event where
benevolent entrepreneurs
from rural and tribal areas
who have worked for the bet-
terment of society present
their innovative ideas was
graced by Dhawal Phadke
Sattviko, Co-founder of
‘Sattviko’.

Next on the schedule was
‘Entropy’, an event that aims
to facilitate young entrepre-
neurs by directly getting ad-
vice from the best people who
have had a first-hand experi-
ence with the obstacles of
Entrepreneurship.

The preliminary rounds of
the Crinometrica - Cricket
Auction also took place. ‘Start-
Up Expo’an event where about
25 startups pitched their busi-
nesses to the investors. Raaga -
The Music Club of NIT Raipur
and Raag Music Academy
mesmerized the audience with
their musical performances.
‘Aarohan’ Session on ‘Wall
Street’ which is a virtual stock
trading competition was the
last of the speaker sessions.

‘Provide best facilities to people in city’ 

Raipur, Dec 02: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure and Commissioner
of Municipal Corporation
Raipur and MD of Smart
City Limited Mayank
Chaturvedi jointly in-
spected the development
works being done by
Municipal Corporation
and Smart City Limited
today. They instructed the
officers to speed up all the
construction works. City
residents should be given
best facilities with com-
pletion of all the quality
works at the earliest, they
emphasized.

Collector Dr Bhure di-
rected to speed up the
work of paver blocks in
the pathway being con-
structed at Marine Drive
of Telibandha pond. He
inspected the commercial

complex being built in
Shastri Market. Officials
of Smart City Limited
said that a 4-storey com-
mercial complex was
being constructed at
Shastri Market at a cost of
over Rs 17 crore. The com-
plex will have 21 shops in
each floor and a basement
parking. The entire con-
struction work is likely to
be completed by June 23.
The Collector directed the

officers to expedite the
work so that it could be
completed within the stip-
ulated time period.

Collector and Municipal
Commissioner reached
Maharajbandh Talab and
inspected the ongoing
works there. They in-
structed the officers to
start the construction
work of 3 MLD capacity
STP for purification of
water besides taking steps

to remove encroached
house on the pond. The
Collector also directed the
officials regarding the
work of drain divert up to
Kailashpuri slope in
Budha Talab. Excavation
work for drain divert has
been started. The
Collector instructed to
complete the cross build-
ing work under construc-
tion at Budha Talab with-
in the time period.

Collector Dr Bhure in-
spected the vending zone
set up at Interstate Bus
Stand Bhatagaon where
more than a hundred
shops have been built. The
shopkeepers of Pandri
bus stand will be shifted to
inter-state bus stand
Bhatagaon. The Collector
instructed to complete all
the works like finishing,
drain work, drain cover,
path way, electricity, wear
and tear, painting etc. at
the earliest.

Collector and Municipal
Commissioner inspected
the Youth Hub Vending
Zone being built near
Science College. The col-
lector asked all the con-
cerned to complete the
work of this project before
31st December. As many
as 60 shops are being built
at Youth Hub Vending
Zone. The Collector in-
structed to carry out all
the works like lighting,
parking and gardening
etc. in a systematic man-
ner. He told officers to pre-
pare a plan for allotment
of shops.

Better financial mgmt, discipline has strengthened
the economic status of Ch’garh: CM

Raipur, Dec 02: In today’s
session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, the
second supplementary
budget of Rs 4337.75 cr for
the financial year 2022-23
was passed with voice
vote. The main budget for
the year 2022-23 is Rs 1.40
lakh crore. Including the
first and second supple-
mentary, now the size of
the state budget has in-
creased to Rs 1 lakh 11
thousand 242 crore. Under
the second supplementary
budget, out of the total ex-
penditure of Rs 4338 cr,
revenue expenditure has
been kept at Rs 3,749 crore
and capital expenditure at
Rs 589 cr.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the state’s economic status
has significantly strength-
ened as a result of the bet-
ter financial management
and strict financial disci-

pline. Till the month of
October this year, the state
had a revenue surplus of
Rs 898 cr. The revenue re-
ceipts of the state are
more than 18% as com-
pared to the Centre. The
income and purchasing
power of the farmers, la-
borers and women of the
state have significantly im-
proved as a result of the fi-
nancial aids and public
welfare schemes of the
state government. He said
that in the first eight
months of the current fi-
nancial year (from April to
November), we have not
taken any loan from the
market, whereas till
November, capital expen-
diture of more than Rs
6000 cr was done from the
resources of the state.

Chief Minister said that
in the budget of the year
2022-23, the revenue re-
ceipts of the state are esti-
mated at Rs 44,500 cr,
against which Rs 25,228 cr
have been received till the
month of October and
there is a possibility of the
revenue increasing fur-
ther. He said that Rs 44,573
crore revenue receipts are
estimated from the center,
against which only Rs
21,332 crore has been re-
ceived till the month of
October. This shows that
the revenue receipts of the

state are more than 18% in
comparison to the center.
Chief Minister said that
with the better financial
management and strict fi-
nancial discipline, we
were successful in main-
taining a revenue surplus
of Rs 4,642 crores in the
last year 2021-22. Till the
month of October this
year, there was a revenue
surplus of Rs 898 cr.

While presenting the
budget, Chief Minister
said that a provision of Rs
950 cr has been made for
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana (RGKNY), Rs 129 cr
for Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomihin Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana
(RBKMNY) in the second
supplementary year 2022-
23. Necessary provision
has been made for the con-
struction of 47 urban and
rural roads and bridges
with Rs 200 cr for the re-
pair and renovation of
state highways, main dis-
trict roads, rural roads
built under the Public
Works Department.

Provision of Rs 250 cr
under Dr. KBHAS

Chief Minister said that
in the second supplemen-
tary budget, a provision of
Rs 250 cr has been made
under Dr. Khubchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme ( KBHSA), Rs 200

cr under National Health
Mission, and Rs 25 cr for
Mitanin Welfare Fund.
Similarly, many important
provisions have been
made for expansion and
strengthening of health fa-
cilities in urban and rural
areas. 66 posts will be cre-
ated while upgrading
Raipur Mana’s 30-bed hos-
pital to 100-bed hospital. In
the second supplementary
budget, a provision of Rs
50 cr has been made for
chickpea supply under
Antyodaya Anna Yojana,
Rs 34 cr for rice fortifica-
tion scheme, Rs 70 cr for
construction of godowns
in 700 primary agricultur-
al credit co-operative soci-
eties with the help of

NABARD. Necessary pro-
vision has been made for 3
thousand 736 new posts for
the District Strike Force
formed for the eradication
of Naxalism in Bastar re-
gion.

Chief Minister said that
in addition to the con-
struction of joint district
office buildings in 5 new
d i s t r i c t s - S a k t i ,
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh, Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki and
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chhuikhadan-Gandai dis-
tricts, new Deputy
Director Agriculture of-
fices will also be built
there. The new supple-
mentary budget also in-

cludes the provision for
165 new posts for the estab-
lishment section of
Horticulture department
and 145 new posts for the
new Deputy Director
Horticulture Office. He
said that 5 new horticul-
ture colleges would be es-
tablished at Kotwa,
Sitapur, Chirmiri,
Ramanujganj and Chapka
and new agriculture col-
leges at three places in-
cluding Pratappur and

Shankargarh.
Chief Minister in-

formed that Rs.300 crore
has been earmarked for
CAMPA, Rs.16 crore for
Tendupatta Collector
Social Security Scheme,
Rs.100 crore for Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar Smart
City Corporation Limited,
Rs.100 crore for mainte-
nance of roads under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana. A provision
of Rs 6.49 crore has been
made for the reimburse-
ment of state share under
Prime Minister Rural
Housing Scheme.

Giving information
about the provisions made
in the second supplement
for urban development and
drinking water, Chief
Minister said that Rs 700
crores have been provi-
sioned under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(Urban), Rs 70 crores under
Chief Minister’s Urban
Slum Health Scheme, Rs 20
crores for Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, Rs 28 crores
under the Smart City
Mission scheme, Rs 20
crores provisioned for the
water augmentation
scheme of urban bodies, Rs
60 crores for the grant of
stamp and registration fee
to the urban bodies and an
additional amount of 300
crores in the state share

under the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme.

Decision to waive 
examination fee

Chief Minister said that
the state government has
decided to waive off the ex-
amination fees for the can-
didates appearing for state’s
competitive examinations
conducted by the Public
Service Commission and
Professional Examination
Board. For this, a provision
of Rs 2.50 cr has been made
for the commission and Rs
10 cr for reimbursement of
expenditure to the
Professional Examination
Board.

Complementary 
provision of Rs. 5 cr 

for providing subsidy 
on the sale of electric

vehicles
In the second supple-

ment, extra provision has
been made for a comple-
mentary Rs. 5 crore subsidy
on the sale of electric vehi-
cles under the Electric
Vehicles Policy 2022, Rs. 6
crores 34 lakh for the con-
struction of way bridge for
the resolution of overload-
ing problems in automo-
biles, and Rs. 8 crores for re-
quired safety equipment for
Bilaspur, Jagdalpur, and
Ambikapur airports con-
structed under the state’s
regional connectivity
scheme.
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To fix traffic problem 
A 100-mtr road to be
built parallel to the
Expressway from the
side of City Center Mall
to Pandri Chowk

Collector to RMC, RSCL
officials
Instructs to speed up
development work and
complete it with quality
at earliest

Govt did not take any
loan from the market in
the current FY
Second supplementary
budget of Rs 4337.75 cr
for the FY 2022-23
passed with voice vote
in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly

 Revenue surplus of
Rs 898 cr till Oct
due to better finan-
cial mgmt

 Income and pur-
chasing power of
all income groups
of the state has sig-
nificantly
improved

 Provision of Rs 950
cr for Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana

 Provision of Rs 129
cr for Rajiv Gandhi
Rural Landless
Agricultural
Laborer Justice
Scheme, Rs 31 cr
for Half Electricity
Bill Scheme

Speaker’s tribute to
first President 

Dr Rajendra Prasad
Raipur, Dec 02: Speaker
of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Dr
Charandas Mahant today
remembered first
President of Independent
India Bharat Ratna Dr
Rajendra Prasad on his
birth anniversary on
December 3.

Paying tribute to Dr
Rajendra Prasad the
Speaker said that Dr
Prasad was decorated with
the highest post of the
President of the country
after the constitution was
implemented in 1950, 3
years after independence.

Dr Rajendra Prasad was
a great personality with
honest, loyal and high
thoughts and he dedicated
his whole life in the serv-
ice of the nation, said Dr
Mahant.

Dr Rajendra Prasad ji
was a very calm and
serene politician, who be-
lieved in the policy of sim-
ple living, high thinking,
Dr Mahant said and added
that Dr Prasad was greatly
influenced by the thoughts
of Mahatma Gandhi.

‘We aren’t born into perfect
families, but we can make

them better’

Huge lot of valid, expiry 
medicines found dumped !

KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  DDeecc  0022::  Large quantity
of medicines in prohibited area in
Bhoramdev sanctuary, about 22
kms from the district headquar-
ters of Kawardha has created sen-
sation and there is big question on
the fact whether it has been
thrown by the naxalites or is the
work of careless employees of
Health department or it belonged
to gang of drug addicts, who gen-
erally uses such cough syrups and
medicines during winter season
for intoxication and anti-biotics as
well. These drugs include
Bromaxin Hydrochloride,

Paracetamol, Promathjin, multi-
Vitamin syrups, Erithromycin, and
others.

This bunch of medicine with
seal and mark of CGMSC, which
supplies medicines to govern-
ment hospital and clinics, has
been recovered about 22 kms
from district Hq’s Kawardha in
prohibited area of Madaghat
sanctuary on Kawardha-
Rengakhar route. These medi-
cines and syrup has been thrown
out in the open and it includes
Mutolytic Syrup Bromaxin
Hydrochloride with Batch No.
BHS 20048 and having mfg date of
12/2020 and expiry of 5/2023.
There are chances that this lot of
medicines generally meant for
patients has been deliberately
thrown in the jungle area just to
meet up the consumption target.
The market is buzzing with con-
troversies related to such drugs

found in naxal affected areas and
this includes many empty bottles
of syrup as well.

As per information from
sources, these medicines and
syrups is sent by government
institution CGMSC to be distrib-
uted to patients with cough and
fever problems admitted in the
government hospitals. It is also
possible that the district or clinic
in which these medicines are dis-
tributed are also with the
Mitanins, ANM and female health
workers, who generally distrib-
utes it to pregnant women free of
cost. 

Now the pertinent question
arising here is from where these
medicines worth lakh have been
dumped and that too in prohibited
area of Madagaht sanctuary.
People say that either it can be
due to carelessness on part of
health employees of the health
department and it got expired and
before they face any charges, it
has been dumped in the jungle
area and covered with dry leaves,
so that no inquiry takes place.
People of the region questioned
as to what action will be taken on
the responsible employee who
has thrown such costly medicines
in the jungle and it could have
come handy for many patients.

When CHMO Dr Sujoy
Mukherjee was contacted in this
regard, he refused to comment 
on it.

CBSE far East Region Judo competition grandly inaugurated at KPS

Raipur, Dec 02: CBSE
Inter School Games and
Sports Cluster-II-Judo
was inaugurated today at
Krishna Public School,
Kamal Vihar, Dunda,
Raipur. The CBSE Far
East Zone Judo
Competition will be held
from 2nd December 2022
to 4th December 2022 and
will see 169 children from
27 schools from Assam,
Odisha, West Bengal and
Chhattisgarh competing
in various rounds. This
competition is being
played between boys and
girls of different ages and
weight categories.

The competition was

inaugurated with the
lighting of the lamp by
C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
International weightlifter
Rustam Sarang,
Executive Director of
KPS, Raipur Region
Ashutosh Tripathi and
Principal of KPS Raipur
Priyanka Tripathi,
Competition Director S.R.
Soni, International
Referee Kiran Sharma,
International Organizing
Specialist Sheikh Sharif
and officials of CBSE .
During this, the children
and teachers of Krishna
Public School gave a
grand welcome to the
children and guests of
various schools who
came to participate in the
competition with thun-
derous applause. Also, all
the guests were welcomed
by the school manage-
ment by presenting them
with bouquets.

During this, the school
children presented a won-
derful example of the tra-
dition of Atithi Devo
Bhava through their wel-
come song and dance.
During the program
Ashutosh Tripathi,
Executive Director, KPS,
Raipur in his welcome
speech thanked the
guests, CBSE officials and
all the school managers
for attending the pro-
gram. During this he said
that Judo is not just a
sport it is a lifestyle, and
it is a combination of the
right attitude. He said
that all people, especially
youth who share the val-
ues of Judo, are in good
physical shape, have
sharp minds and show ex-
cellent results in their
studies. They all deserve
praise. He said I hope all
of you will give your best
performance to bring lau-

rels to your school, and
your parents.

Chhattisgarh’s interna-
tional weightlifter
Rustam Sarang, who was
present as the chief guest
at the inauguration, duly
announced the start of
the competition. During
this, he told in his address
how children can bring
laurels to the country
with their lives through
sports. He said that such
competitions would lay
the foundation for the
bright future of the chil-
dren. Discipline and
sporting spirit will not
only develop physical
ability in children but
will also inculcate in
them the desire to bring
laurels to society and the
country through sports.
During this, he also gave
important tips to the chil-
dren to know and under-
stand the nuances of the

game closely. During the
program, an oath was
also administered by the
dignitaries to all the play-
ers involved in the compe-
tition to play with the
spirit of sportsmanship.
Also, all the guests who
attended the program
were honoured by
Krishna Public School
with mementoes. During
this, all the players took
out a march past and
showed their discipline
and sportsmanship.
Kiran Sharma, Sheikh
Sharif, Vijay Nag, Shweta
Vijay Nag, Rahul
Sharma, Parichay
Mishra, Sudarshan
Nirmalkar, Rahul Kumar
Bharti, Yashwant Dhruv,
Rahul Sharma, Madhu
Rani, Anmol Singh,
Shravan Sharma, Harsh
Dubey, Rekha Gade and
Anu Upadhyay were
mainly present.

Bemetara MLA becomes part of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
Bemetara, Dec 02:
Bemetara MLA Ashish
Chhabra joined the Bharat
Jodo Yatra started by
Rahul Gandhi in Mau dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh
recently. It is notable here
that this Yatra was started
from Kerala and has so far
covered 2500 kms. During
this, MLA Ashish
Chhabra warmly greeted
Rahul Gandhi mid-way of
Yatra and informed him

about the development
works being done in
Chhattisgarh Bemetara
Assembly Constituency.
Rahul Gandhi also lis-
tened seriously to the

words of MLA Ashish
Chhabra and wished him
best wishes for the ongo-
ing development work.
Bharat Jodo Yatra has
been started in the name
of bringing everyone back
into one thread, which is
getting huge public re-
sponse with the people of
India, and this Yatra is
going to prove to be a mile-
stone in the history of
India, he added.

Poster released for first national
convention and workshop 

Bijapur, Dec 02: The re-
demption of poster for
the first national con-
vention and workshop
of Humanity Revolution
to be held in Bikaner,
Rajasthan, was released
today by Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
of Bijapur today. Global
Humanity Change
Maker Award
Ceremony 2023 will be
held from March 11-13,
2023, in Bikapur in
Rajasthan.

This program is being
organized by
Rashtrahit Foundation
and Parhit Seva Samiti
Trust (PSST) Bikaner
(Rajasthan) with the in-
spiration of ex-service-

man Mevasingh
(Nursing Officer).
Bijapur’s social worker
and businessman Raju
Gandhi said that select-
ed social workers from
780 districts of all
states of India, 314
tehsils of Rajasthan
and all over 200 coun-

tries of the world are
being invited in this
programme.

Yogesh Sharma,
Kamal Maurya,
Amendra Thakur, Ajit
Lambadi and other dig-
nitaries were present
during the redemption
poster release.

Collector comes to rescue of youth
planning for competitive exams

Bijapur, Dec 02:
Continuous efforts are
being made by Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara to
improve the education sys-
tem in the district. At the
same time, he is very sen-
sitive about the future of
the educated youth and its
example is clearly visible
with smile on the face of
the youth.

Generally all youth
dreams of becoming a big
officer after being educat-
ed, but if we talk about
Bijapur, it is the most re-
mote district of
Chhattisgarh, wherein
there are settlements be-
tween mountains, forests
and valleys, because of the
distance and most of the
youths are from tribal
communities who are not
financially capable. Being
aware of all these circum-
stances, they are not able
to fulfill their dreams due
to poverty and therefore

free coaching centre has
been started at Bijapur
headquarter to realize the
vision of a better future
for the youth.

The enthusiasm of the
youth was seen when
more than 400 applications
were received in the initial
stages. Their pre-test was
taken and 200 people were
selected for free coaching.
They are being prepared
for the examinations con-
ducted by Public Service
Commission, Vyapam,
Railway, Bank and Staff
Selection Commission and
others.

Youth from remote
areas like Bhairamgarh,
Usur, Awapalli and
Bhopalpatnam are taking
coaching-

Apart from Bijapur, par-

ticipants from remote
areas like Bhairamgarh,
Usur, Awapalli and
Bhopalpatnam are joining
the coaching centre, par-
ticipants say that they give
PSC and Vyapam exams,
but due to lack of prepara-
tion and guidance, the re-
sult is always disappoint-
ing, but now we are getting
guidance through well
trained teachers and we
are enjoying our studies,
surely, we will be able to
succeed this time.

Vikas Kumar, Roshni
Amberdkar, Mangalu
Telam and Chanchal Patel
said that it is very helpful
for the youth of local and
rural areas, especially for
the students who are not
able to study abroad, it is
a golden opportunity for

them. We applied for the
coaching centre to the
Collector, he also assured
us and today we got the
coaching centre with
more facilities than we
thought, for which we
thank the Collector.

On the occasion of the
inauguration of the free
coaching centre,
Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara said that
the educated youth in the
district will pave the way
for their future. Many
participants from here
have also been successful
in exams like PSC, but
due to lack of success on
a large scale, there was
lack of preparation at the
local level for competitive
exams. For which the dis-
trict administration has

arranged a free coaching
centre where 200 students
are being coached by
trained teachers. In fu-
ture the number of stu-
dents and facilities will
be increased further.

On this occasion
Dinesh Kumar Netam,
Assistant Director Public
Relations, told the stu-
dents about Janman, a
monthly magazine pub-
lished from Chhattisgarh
Public Relations, that
fact-based Janman maga-
zine is very useful for
competitive exams and
every month Janman is
published for the prepa-
ration of students of
coaching institutes.
During this,
Chhattisgarh Model
Book of Justice based on
the achievements of the
district along with
Janman Patrika was dis-
tributed.

Joint Collector Suman
Raj told that according to
the convenience of the
students, they are study-
ing in the college in the
morning shift and for the
students coming from
outside in the afternoon
shift, in this way classes
are being conducted in
two shifts according to
the convenience of the
students.

DAV Public School celebrate
its 33rd Foundation Day 

Bacheli, Dec 02: On 1st
December 2022, DAV
Public School, Bacheli,
celebrated its 33rd
Foundation Day with
zeal and reverence by or-
ganising a special ‘Vedic
Hawan’. Amidst Vedic
mantras, the final obla-
tion was poured by the
Principal Dr. Chetna
Sharma and her team.
The special guest for the
day was Dharmendra
Acharya DGM (Pers.)
BIOM Bacheli Complex
cum Nominee Chairman
DAVPS Bacheli. The
guests  of honour were
B. Venkateshwaralu
CGM (Prod.) and  P. Naik
CGM (IE).

The Principal wel-
comed the distinguished
guests with a floral bou-
quet each. In her wel-
come address, she high-
lighted the ideals of
Swami Dayanand
Saraswati and of DAV
movement. She present-
ed the glimpses of vari-

ous achievements the
school had achieved till
date and expressed her
gratitude to the NMDC
Management for the
timely support, concern
and motivation as well.
All the distinguished
guests in their oration
quoted that, “The school
should nurture both sci-
entific temperament and
spiritual responsibility”.
They even praised the
timely achievements
and the team spirit of
the Principal, Staff and
Students and blessed the
DAVians to come out
with flying colours in all

the endeavours.
The shining stars of

DAVPS Bacheli show-
cased a rainbow of very
short cultural pro-
gramme which included
Welcome Song, Classical
Dance and Bastar
Adivasi Folk Dance. The
blend of cosmic tune
and divine music filled
the entire atmosphere
with grace and bliss.
And it showcased the
unity and harmony of
the DAVians. The an-
choring part of the gra-
cious event was success-
fully done by Mary
Joseph.

Study of Indian knowledge tradition will get
a new dimension: Prof Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Dec 02: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal and
Prof. Baidyanath Labh,
Vice-Chancellor of Nava
Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University)
University, Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India,
signed an MoU between
the two institutions.

On December 02, 2022,
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
while signing the MoU,
said that in India’s glori-
ous, distinguished, and
dignified knowledge tradi-
tion, Nalanda has had spe-
cial importance reaching
out to the global spiritual
and academic world.
Through this MoU be-

tween the two institutions,
he said, the study of
Indian knowledge tradi-
tion will get a new dimen-
sion, through which
India’s re-establishment as
a world guru in the global
scenario can be envisioned
and realized.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that both
the higher educational in-
stitutions have laid special
emphasis on starting post-
graduate level PG pro-

grams in the coming time
to promote the study of
Yoga and Vipassana. He
added that one can find a
convergence of various ele-
ments of our ancient
Indian literature and cul-
ture in Nalanda. Most of
the texts of Buddhist liter-
ature are available in Pali
language, which will be
translated into other
Indian languages and the
work of promoting and dis-
seminating them will also

be done under this MoU.
On this occasion, Vice-

Chancellor Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal ex-
pressed the hope that that
through this MoU, teachers
and researchers of both
the institutes will be able to
work together on subjects
like research, analysis, and
innovation. Under this
MoU, national and interna-
tional seminars, work-
shops and academic meet-
ings will be organized
jointly. In the National
Education Policy 2020, edu-
cation along with charac-
ter development and spiri-
tual development has been
conceptualized as the basis
for the all-round develop-
ment of the youth. Under
this concept, education is
seen as crucial means for
imparting the basic foun-
dations of ancient India’s
glorious cultural heritage
and progress.

Prof. Baidyanath Labh,
Vice-Chancellor, Nava

Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University)
University, Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India said that this MoU
will help both the institu-
tions to develop and pre-
serve the language, cul-
ture, and historical knowl-
edge tradition of the na-
tion. He appreciated the
process adopted by
Professor Chakrawal
under Guru Ghasidas
Central University’s inno-
vative scheme Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh to make
youth self-reliant on the
basis of entrepreneurship
development, skill develop-
ment, and value-based edu-
cation.

Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara University
(Deemed to be University)
is a modern institution lo-
cated in Eastern India,
which is famous all over
the world for the study and
research on Buddhism
and Pali language.
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In Madaghat sanctuary
on Kawardha-
Rengakhar route
Points fingers towards
department, naxalites
and drug users as well

Ch’garh’s int’nl
weightlifter Rustam
Sarang told children
the importance of
sports in life

Free coaching centre
available for selection
on various posts like
Deputy Collector, DSP
Youth of remote area
got relief from future
worries by district
coaching centre

MoU signed between
CU and Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara University

 Of Humanity
Revolution
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Dhamdha, Dec 02: A
'Sankul-level' 'Laika
Madhai' was organised at
Sankul Strot Kendra-
Ghonta under 'Navpahal'
here on Wednesday.
Variety of programmes
were organised under
'Navpahal' at block Hq's

Dhamdha by Dr B Raghu
Director Education de-
partment, Mahavir
Verma, Block Sources Co-
ordinator Dhamdha,
Beniram Verma BEO
Dhamdha.

The 'Laika Madhai' was
organised in each Sankul.
The programme began
with prayers and garland-

ing to Goddess
Saraswati at hands of
Banshilal Sahu who con-
ducted the programme.
Dr B Raghu Asst.
Director gave informa-

tion to children about the
education and gave an out-
line of 'Navpahal' to the

citizens and teachers
present. He extended
greetings to all the vil-
lagers and 'Sankul' fami-
ly for organising
'Sankul-level' 'Laika

Madhai'.
In this programme the

guests were Sarpanch
Balaram Sunhare, Ramji
Patel, MLA's rep; Shala
Vikas Samiti President
Himachal Patel,
Ramkumar Patel
President Rajiv Yuwa

Mitan Club; Girwar Patel;
David Patel; Lubhan Patel.

The centre of attraction
in this programme was
'Rangoli competition',
model exhibition, paint-
ing competition; quiz;
'Vyanjan Mela'; 'Bal Mela';
and cultural programmes.
In this there was lot of en-
thusiasm among the chil-
dre and the villagers, es-
pecially the students of
Govt HS School Ghonta;
Govt Pre-Secondary
School Ghonta, Hiretara;
Govt Primary School
Hiretera; Ghonta,
Sakhrikhurd, Pendri,
Ruha and Achouli.

On this occasion
Radhekumar Verma, Pila
Kurre, Sarita Verma,
Kamlesh Kumar, Dilip
Kumar, Tirath Kumar,
Richa Sharma, Kaushal
Sriwas, Khilendra Mohan
Chandel, Ramlal Verma,
Uttam Kaushik, Yashwant
Dewangan and ohers. The
specially invited persons
viz. Keshav Patel, Tikam
Verma, Chitrena Patel,
Shivkumar Rathore, CAC
Dhamdha programme or-
agniser- Topendra Patel,
Sankul Co-ordinator
Ghonta.
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Konta/Sukma, Dec 02:
Naxalites issued a pam-
phlet calling for the
22nd year of PLGA to be
celebrated. Responding
to the pamphlet, anti-
Naxal leader Farooq Ali
said that Naxalites have
lost their existence.
This year of PLGA will
prove to be the last.

Further, Farooq Ali
took a dig at the Central
Committee of Naxalites
and said that first the
Central Committee
should accept that the
tribals of Bastar are ex-
ploited by the Naxal or-
ganization. Farooq Ali
accused the Naxalites
and said that the
Maoists only mention
the killing of senior
cadres, but when re-
gional stray Naxalites
are killed, they do not
even mention them.

Farooq claimed that
Naxalites do not men-
tion small cadre region-
al Naxalites so that the
villagers may not stay
away from them. Ali
said that the real face of
Naxalites has started
coming to the fore, now
the public wants devel-
opment. With the estab-
lishment of roads,
bridges, electricity,
health facilities, all the
basic facilities are
reaching the villagers
fast, due to which the
fear of Naxalites has in-
creased.

Naxalites never want
to connect with rural
basic facilities, that is

why they are opposing
the camp. While warning
the Naxalites, Farooq Ali

said that now is the last
turn or surrender or get
ready to become history.
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Rajim, Dec 02: The
trainees of B.Ed. were wel-
come here under the
theme of 'Johar Pahuna'
keeping in view the di-
verse tradition, culture,
food-living, environment
of different states of India.

The program was organ-
ized under the auspices of
the Faculty of Education
of Seth Phoolchand
Aggarwal Smriti College,
the prestigious education-
al institution of the city,
under the guidance and ef-
ficient leadership of
Professor Naina Pahadia
and Lomash Kumar Sahu,
in-charge of cultural activ-
ities of the Faculty of
Education.

Principal Dr. Shobha
Gawri and Deputy
Principal Dr. Manoj
Mishra, Mr. SK Pandey,
Senior Sports Officer,

Head of the Faculty of
Education, Professor
Sarika Sahu also gave
their contributions.
Principal Dr. Shobha
Gawri addressing all the
trainees' said that the en-

tire student population
should always keep mak-
ing positive efforts while
maintaining self-disci-
pline and patience.

Head of Department
Professor Sarika Sahu in

her address shared all the
necessary information re-
lated to B.Ed and ex-
plained the welcome cere-
mony as an essential activ-
ity and asked everyone to
ensure their participation.

Various competitions also
marked the session, con-
cluded by Fresher's
Trophy to the selected
newcomers. Faculty mem-
bers and students were
present in large number.

B.Ed trainees welcomed on 
theme Johar Pahuna Ch’garhiya

PLGA’s last year in Bastar 
will prove to be a knot: Ali

Sankul-level ‘Laika Madhai’ held
In Gram Ghonta under ‘Navpahal’
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Prioritise regional languages
in court activities:Rijiju

Chennai, Dec 2 (PTI) 

Union Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Friday batted for the use of
regional languages in the
curricular activities of the
courts in the country and
said he was opposed to
“imposition” of one lan-
guage.

Rijiju also said easy ac-
cess to justice is the “call
of the time.”

In his address at the 12th
Convocation of the Tamil
Nadu Dr Ambedkar Law
University (TNDALU), he
also praised the Tamil lan-
guage.

“As you all know, our
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) has a commitment
to take the country for-

ward along with our cul-
ture and our language. I
also have been emphasis-
ing on this—that the
Indian courts and the

Indian legal system must
have regional languages in
the curricular activities.”

“I have already spoken
to the Chief Justice of
India, senior judges of the
Supreme Court and all the
Chief Justices of the High
Courts, that in the future
we must give priority to
the regional languages,”
he said.

Rijiju added “we all will
be proud to see that Tamil
language takes cen-
trestage in the high court
and all the district and
subordinate courts (in the
future).”

“I am opposed to the im-
posing only one language.
We must give priority to
local languages,” the min-
ister added.

Congress terms anti-seaport agitators
as ‘victims of development’

Thiruvananthapuram/
Kochi, Dec 2 (PTI) The
opposition Congress in
Kerala on Friday called
the anti-seaport agitators
at Vizhinjam as “victims
of development” and al-
leged conspiracy between
the Adani Port authorities
and Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan to isolate
them before the society.

The government’s bid to
give a “terrorist” angle to
the ongoing protests and
to register cases even
against the Latin Catholic
priests were part of their
plans to provoke the local
fishermen community
and thus give the Adani
Group an upper hand in
the case pending before

the High Court, it said.
Rubbishing the charges,

the ruling CPI(M), howev-
er, said no one is against
any form of democratic
protests but the recent vio-
lent incidents including
the attack against the local
police station were “pre-
planned” ones.

The Marxist party also
expressed confidence that
people of the state would
reject the malicious cam-
paign against the govern-
ment and the communal
propaganda being un-
leashed by a section of
Latin Catholic priests in
the name of fishermen
community. Addressing
the media in Kochi,
Leader of Opposition in

the state Assembly V D
Satheesan said four minis-
ters had alleged terrorist
connections against the
anti-seaport stir.

He asked whether the
ministers had any intelli-
gence report in this regard
and urged the government
to release it in public if
they have any such docu-
ment.

Ministership is a re-
sponsible position and
they could not simply level
serious charges against
such an agitation, he said.

“The Chief Minister
was talking about conspir-
acy. But, the real conspira-
cy has happened between
the Adani port authorities
and the CM,” Satheesan al-

leged.
It was to portray the agi-

tation of fishermen as a vi-
olent protest before the
court and thus achieve a
favourable verdict for the
port authorities, he fur-
ther said.

Calling the agitating
fishermen as the “victims
of development”, he said it
is the responsibility of a
democratic government to
ensure their rehabilita-
tion.

“Many of them have
been living in a cement
godown for the past four
years and if the Chief
Minister really wished,
the agitation could have
been ended in just two
hours,” he added.

Governor stresses on need for national
laboratory for cybercrime investigation
Shimla, Dec 2 (PTI) 

Himachal Pradesh
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on
Friday said there was a
need for a national-level
laboratory to investigate
cybercrime, which had be-
come a part of life.

Arlekar was speaking at
the inauguration of the
two-day national confer-
ence on ‘Emerging Trends
in Digital Crime and
Forensic’ organised by
Himachal Pradesh
University’s Department
of Forensic Science in as-
sociation with the
Regional Forensic Science
Laboratory (Northern
Range). Urging the com-
mon people to be vigilant,

Arlekar said technology
had become easily accessi-
ble and it was going to im-
pact everyone.

“Technology is influenc-
ing the world and we are
no exception. Cybercrime
is on the rise and has be-
come a source of all
crimes and we should not
become victims of tech-
nology,” he said.

Himachal Pradesh has a
long border and technolo-
gy can be used in the fron-
tier villages to keep an eye
on cross-border activity, he
said. Arlekar said sugges-
tions and research papers
presented at the two-day
national conference
should be compiled and
sent to the Centre so that
to utilise the hard work of

budding scientists and re-
searchers.

Earlier, a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between
Himachal Pradesh
University and Nextechno
Gen Pvt Ltd, New Delhi.

The MoU will provide a
framework for the pro-
posed collaboration on
building a new generation
of high-skilled human re-
source, providing new op-
portunities for employ-
ment and economic devel-
opment and helping estab-
lish the varsity, the compa-
ny and Himachal Pradesh
as a global leader in
emerging technologies
with a focus on technology,
especially digital forensics
and cyber investigation.

Decision to discontinue ‘Yogshala’ scheme
was taken by Board of Governors of DPSRU
New Delhi, Dec 2 (PTI) 

The decision to discontinue
the ‘Dilli Ki Yogshala’ scheme
in its “present form” was
taken by the Board of
Governors of the fully au-
tonomous Delhi
Pharmaceutical Science &
Research University
(DPSRU), and statements
made by AAP leaders on it
were “totally false,” LG
Secretariat officials said on
Friday.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal at an event held
here, alleged that Lt Governor
V K Saxena had “stopped” the
scheme, but the “people of
Delhi” ensured the scheme
continued with their generos-
ity. His deputy Manish
Sisodia also said that “they
tried to stop” Yoga classes.
Officials in the LG Secretariat
said the “statements made by

AAP leaders were totally false
and deliberately misleading”.

The “decision to discontin-
ue the ‘Yogshala’ programme
in its present form was taken
by the Board of Governors
(BoG) of the fully au-
tonomous DPSRU and Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia had authorised the
DPSRU BoG to take any such
decision in writing,” the offi-
cials claimed.

Knowing fully well that the
scheme being run by the
DPSRU in its present form
was “totally illegal and unten-
able as per the mandate of
DPSRU”, the deputy chief
minister had expected the
University to take the “unlaw-
ful decision of continuing the
programme so that he himself
and the AAP government
could remain absolved of
wrongdoing,” they further
claimed.

Professor booked for ‘sexually
harassing’ female colleague

Gurugram, Dec 2 (PTI) 

A professor of a govern-
ment college in Sector 9
here has been booked for
allegedly sexually harass-
ing a female colleague
after offering her a lift in
his car, police on Friday
said. According to the
complaint filed by the 35-
year-old woman professor,
the incident took place
Thursday when the prepa-
rations for a youth festival
had been underway for the
past one week. The woman
left the rehearsals to go to
her home at 7.30 pm.

“My car was parked in
the parking lot, little away
from the rehearsal room.
After rehearsal, professor
Ravi Deswal offered me a
lift in his car to drop at the

parking lot.
“Soon after I sat in the

car he touched me inap-
propriately and used foul
language. I came out of his
car and raised an alarm.
When students and others
gathered there, he fled in
his car,” the woman said
in her complaint, police
said. After receiving com-
plaint Thursday late night,
an FIR was registered
against professor Ravi
Deswal under sections 354-
A (sexual harassment) of
the IPC at Sector 9 A police
station. On Friday, after a
medical examination, the
woman appeared in a city
court to record her state-
ment under section 164 of
CrPC, where she reported-
ly repeated her claim, said
police.

BJP shedding ‘crocodile tears’
for the poor : Patnaik

Bargarh (Odisha), Dec 2 (PTI) 

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik Friday ac-
cused the BJP of shedding
“crocodile tears” for the
poor by telling lies and
asked the saffron brigade to
stop misleading the people.

Patnaik was addressing
two election campaign
meetings at Jharbandh and
Paikmal blocks of
Padampur assembly seat,
where by-poll is slated to be
held on December 5.

The meetings were his
first in any by-poll since
2019. He had not hit the cam-
paign trail in the previous
four occasions, including
the one at Dhamnagar
where the BJD lost the elec-
tion. He began his speeches
by uttering “Jai
Nrusinghanath”, the presid-
ing deity of the region, and
offering tributes to eminent
Odia poet Gangadhar
Meher. Directly targeting
the saffron party in the two
meetings, Patnaik who is
also the president of the rul-
ing BJD, accused its leaders
of indulging in politics over

issues of the poor like the
PMAY.

“Though the state govern-
ment secured a prize from
the central government for
completing five lakh houses
under Prime Minister Awas
Yojana (Gramin) per year,
the BJP MPs with political
motives exerted pressure
and stopped the scheme.
This deprived ten lakh peo-
ple of houses,” he said.
Patnaik, however, did not
utter a word against the
Congress in the two meet-
ings and asserted that he be-
lieves in work instead of
words. In between the two
meetings he met represen-
tatives of the Meher and
Kulta communities who
thanked him for providing
them land and funds for
building a building in the
name of poet Gangadhar
Meher and a dharamshala
respectively. He also met
members of the Yadav and
Teli communities and re-
ceived about 50 petitions
from the people about the
various difficulties faced by
them. The BJD, he said, is
resolved to fight for the

rights of kendu leaf pluck-
ers, farmers, tribals,
women and the downtrod-
den in Padampur, which
has a large tribal popula-
tion.

Kendu leaf plucking is a
major economic activity for
the landless and the poor-
erst of the poor in
Padampur which falls in
the western district of
Bargarh. Accusing the BJP-
led government at the
Centre for imposing high
rate of GST on trade in
kendu leaf, he said, “Do you
know the GST on gold? It is
only three per cent, while
the Centre unfortunately
charges 18 per cent GST on
kendu leaf trade. The BJP
has been shedding croco-
dile tears for the poor, the
kendu leaf pluckers, farm-
ers and others,” Patnaik al-
leged. The chief minister
blamed BJP for delay in
payment of crop insurance
under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana and said
many farmers in
Padampur have not re-
ceived their insurance
claims so far.

Organisation and not individual will be key factor in
resolving Rajasthan leadership row: Cong’s Ramesh

Agar Malwa (MP) Dec 2 (PTI) 

Ahead of the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra entering Rajasthan
on December 4, Congress
General Secretary Jairam
Ramesh on Friday said
any solution to the leader-
ship tussle in the western
state to be chalked out by
party president
Mallikarjun Kharge will
be based on the principle
that organisation is
supreme and not an indi-
vidual.

Rajasthan is witnessing
a power struggle between
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his former
deputy and rival Sachin
Pilot with the acrimony
between them worsening
recently after the former
used the term ‘gaddar’
(traitor) for the latter.
Gehlot and Pilot, a former
deputy CM, have been at
loggerheads over chief
ministership ever since
the Congress won the
Rajasthan polls in 2018.

“Whatever formula
Khargeji and other leaders

will come up will be based
only on one principle - that
the organisation is
supreme. So, whatever for-
mula is implemented, it
will not be implemented
from the viewpoint of in-
dividual A or individual B,
but from the viewpoint of
the organisation,” Ramesh
told PTI during a ‘walk the
talk’ interview on Friday.

“Whatever will be im-
plemented will be in the
interest of the organisa-
tion. It is not the question
of individual A or individ-
ual B. It is the Congress
party. The Congress has to
be strengthened and pre-
pared for the 2023
Assembly elections (in
some states, including
Rajasthan) and the 2024
Lok Sabha polls,” said the
party General Secretary
in-charge of communica-
tions.

Queried whether Gehlot
(71) will accept Pilot (45) as
new Rajasthan chief min-
ster, Ramesh said former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has clearly said
both leaders are assets to

the party.
“Gehlot is a senior and

experienced leader, while
Pilot is a young, popular
and energetic leader. Both
are assets and we need
both of them in the party,”
said the former Union
minister who is in Madhya
Pradesh as part of the
Congress Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

While Gehlot has been
saying that Pilot’s 2020 re-
bellion cannot be ignored
and that he does not enjoy
the support of a majority
of the Congress MLAs, the
Pilot camp has been claim-
ing the legislators want a
change in the leadership
in Rajasthan.

Ramesh was leading a
Congress Sewa Dal march
that started at 6am in Agar
Malwa district in the pres-
ence of Rajya Sabha MP
Digvijaya Singh and the
latter’s MLA-son
Jaivardhan Singh, holding
the tricolour ahead of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Asked if the “50-50 for-
mula” will be implement-
ed in the Congress-ruled

Chhattisgarh, where Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and health minister TS
Singh Deo are reportedly
at loggerheads, Ramesh
sidestepped the question
and said his party will win
the 2023 Assembly polls in
the central state.

“See, this 50-50 formula
and all I have no idea. But I
can tell you the party is
united and we will win the
2023 Assembly elections
(in Chhattisgarh) with a
convincing majority,” said
the Rajya Sabha MP.

In June 2021, the rivalry
between the two Congress
leaders came to the fore
after Baghel completed
two-and-a-half years as
CM. Singh Deo’s support-
ers had then claimed that
as per an understanding
reached in 2018, he was
supposed to take over as
CM after Baghel complet-
ed half the term.

Asked whether the
Chhattisgarh polls will be
fought under the leader-
ship of Baghel, Ramesh
said he was not aware 
of it.

MARCH FOR HARMONY

SFI activists wearing different soccer playing nations’ jersey participate in ‘March for
Harmony’ ahead of their 17th All India Conference, in Kolkata, Friday.

CURRENCY GARLANDS

Currency garlands, that are worn by grooms during marriage, being sold at a 
roadside stall, in Jalandhar, Friday.

BRIEF

Ragging case 
 Jorhat (Assam): A

case has been lodged
against 12 people by a
premier college in
Assam’s Jorhat dis-
trict on allegations of
ragging raised by a
junior hostel inmate
and pressurising him
to withdraw a com-
plaint against them, a
police officer said on
Friday. The police
have started an inves-
tigation though no ar-
rests have been made
thus far, he said. The
principal of
Jagannath Barooah
(JB) College had filed
a complaint at Jorhat
Police Station on
Thursday against the
12 accused based on a
written submission
from the aggrieved
student.

Prithvi festival 
 Gurugram: Book

launches, author ses-
sions, musical per-
formances as also dis-
cussions on subjects
like blockchain, fin-
tech and stock market
will be the highlights
of the sixth edition of
the ‘Prithvi’ literature
festival here next
February. The proba-
ble list of speakers at
the event to be held at
DLF Cyberhub on
February 24-25 in-
cludes Chetan Bhagat,
Hans Raj Hans, Nitish
Rajpute, Arvind
Arora, Ira Trivedi and
Durjoy Dutta. “We
look forward to bring-
ing together an experi-
ence mixed with spir-
its of art, literature,
music and dance, to
celebrate the creators
among us and the
readers. The festival
in itself will be an
amalgamation of the
organic times and the
tech space that we live
in today,” says Sagar
Setia, CEO of the or-
ganisers Invincible
Publishers.

MLA surrenders
 Kanpur: Absconding

Samajwadi Party
MLA Irfan Solanki
and his younger
brother on Friday sur-
rendered before the
police in a case of riot-
ing and arson, offi-
cials said. Police have
been looking for Irfan
and his younger
brother Rizwan
Solanki since they
were booked for rioting
and arson at the house of
one Nazir Fatima on
November 8 in a land dis-
pute case. Irfan and his
younger brother Rizwan
were accompanied by SP
MLAs from Arya Nagar
and Kanpur Cantt —-
Amitabh Bajpai and
Mohammad Hasan alias
Roomi, respectively and
their family members,
the official said.

20 years imprisonment
 Ballia (UP): A man

has been sentenced to
20 years’ rigorous im-
prisonment for raping
a nine-year-old girl in
July, officials said on
Friday.
Superintendent of
Police R K Nayyar
said the court also im-
posed a fine of Rs 1
lakh on convict Sunil
Kumar. The convict
has been sentenced to
20 years of imprison-
ment, Nayyar said.
The girl was raped on
July 18, 2022, in Ballia
village.

Former president Ram
Nath Kovind lights a
‘diya’ to inaugurate the
17th International
Tipitaka Chanting
Ceremony, at Mahabodhi
Temple in Bodhgaya,
Friday.

Union Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju ad-
dresses the 12th
Convocation ceremony of
Ambedkar Law University,
in Chennai, Friday.

5 arrested for carrying
out robberies by 

posing as terrorists
Srinagar, Dec 2 (PTI)
Police have arrested five
persons from the Kulgam
district of Jammu and
Kashmir for carrying out
robberies by posing as
terrorists, officials said
here on Friday.

Acting on complaints
from several areas of
Kulgam district, police
constituted a special
team to arrest them, they
said.

A special mobile check-
point was also set up at
Yaripora to catch the five,
they said.

Those arrested have
been identified as Nazir
Mushtaq Malik, Khalid
Hussain Deedad, Rizwan
Ahmad Deedad, Karman
Ahmad Deedad and
Abrar Ahmad Teadwa.

The vehicle used in the
commission of the
crimes has also been
seized, they said.



CHRISTMAS FAIR

Fireworks light the sky at a Christmas fair which opened ahead of the holiday season in Bucharest, Romania, Friday.
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Beijing, Dec 02 (AP):

When it comes to ensur-
ing the security of their
regime, China’s
Communist Party rulers
don’t skimp.

The extent of that lavish
spending was put on dis-
play when the boldest
street protests in decades
broke out in Beijing and
other cities, driven by
anger over rigid and seem-
ingly unending restrictions
to combat COVID-19.

The government has
been preparing for such
challenges for decades, in-
stalling the machinery
needed to quash large-scale
upheavals.

After an initially muted
response, with security
personnel using pepper
spray and tear gas, police
and paramilitary troops
flooded city streets with
jeeps, vans and armored
cars in a massive show of
force.

The officers fanned out,
checking IDs and searching
cellphones for photos, mes-
sages or banned apps that
might show involvement in
or even just sympathy for
the protests.

An unknown number of
people were detained and
it’s unclear if any will face
charges. Most protesters fo-
cused their anger on the
“zero-COVID” policy that
seeks to eradicate the virus
through sweeping lock-
downs, travel restrictions
and relentless testing. But
some called for the party
and its leader Xi Jinping to
step down, speech the party
considers subversive and
punishable by years in
prison.

While much smaller in
scale, the protests were the

most significant since the
1989 student-led pro-democ-
racy movement centered
on Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square that the regime still
views as its greatest exis-
tential crisis. With leaders
and protesters at an im-
passe, the People’s
Liberation Army crushed
the demonstrations with
tanks and troops, killing
hundreds, possibly thou-
sands.

After the Tiananmen
crackdown, the party in-
vested in the means to deal
with unrest without resort-
ing immediately to using
deadly force.

During a wave of dissent
by unemployed workers in
the late 1990s and early
2000s, the authorities tested
that approach, focusing on
preventing organizers in
different cities from link-
ing up and arresting the

leaders while letting rank-
and-file protesters go large-
ly untouched.

At times, they’ve been
caught by surprise. In 1999,
members of the Falun
Gong meditation sect,
whose membership came
to rival the party’s in size,
surrounded the leadership
compound in Beijing in a
show of defiance that then-
leader Jiang Zemin took as
a personal affront.

China security forces are well-prepared for quashing dissent

Jerusalem, Dec 02 (PTI):

India and Israel are “natu-
ral allies” who are united by
a fundamental commitment
to the democratic ideals
upon which they were found-
ed, Israeli President Isaac
Herzog has said, as he made
a rare appearance at an exhi-
bition here featuring Indian
deities and temple rituals.

Herzog attended a cultural
event at the Israel Museum
on Thursday evening to in-
augurate the new exhibition
titled ‘Body of Faith:
Sculpture from the National
Museum of India.’

He called the exhibition
a byproduct of the growing
friendship between the two
countries.

“India and Israel are nat-
ural allies, united by a fun-
damental commitment to
the democratic ideals upon

which both our nations were
founded. Yet this evening
transcends politics, com-
merce even diplomacy,” he
said.

“This evening shines a
light on our shared human-

ity while paying tribute to
the rich history and cultural
legacy of the Indian people,”
Herzog, who made a rare ap-
pearance because of “his
love for India”, said.

“This exhibition, literally
‘spirit within matter’ in
Hebrew, is yet another
byproduct of the growing
friendship between the
Indian and Israeli nations
and a reflection of the deep

resonance of arts and cul-
ture that our nations share,”
the Israeli President empha-
sised. The display features 14
exquisite large-scale Indian
sculptures created between
the fourth and thirteenth
centuries, some on loan from
the National Museum in
New Delhi and some from
the Israel Museum’s collec-
tion, a spokesperson for the
Israel museum told PTI.

India and Israel ‘natural allies’: President Herzog

Washington, Dec 02 (AP):

America’s newest nu-
clear stealth bomber is
making its public debut
after years of secret devel-
opment and as part of the
Pentagon’s answer to ris-
ing concerns over a future
conflict with China.

The B-21 Raider is the
first new American
bomber aircraft in more
than 30 years. Almost
every aspect of the pro-
gramme is classified.

Ahead of its unveiling
Friday at an Air Force fa-
cility in Palmdale,
California, only artists’
renderings of the war-
plane have been released.

Those few images reveal

that the Raider resembles
the black nuclear stealth
bomber it will eventually
replace, the B-2 Spirit.

The bomber is part of
the Pentagon’s efforts to
modernise all three legs of
its nuclear triad, which in-
cludes silo-launched nu-

clear ballistic missiles and
submarine-launched war-
heads, as it shifts from the
counterterrorism cam-
paigns of recent decades
to meet China’s rapid mili-
tary modernisation.

China is on track to have
1,500 nuclear weapons by

2035, and its gains in hy-
personics, cyber warfare,
space capabilities and
other areas present “the
most consequential and
systemic challenge to US
national security and the
free and open internation-
al system,” the Pentagon
said this week in its annu-
al China report.

“We needed a new
bomber for the 21st
Century that would allow
us to take on much more
complicated threats, like
the threats that we fear we
would one day face from
China, Russia, “ said
Deborah Lee James, the
Air Force secretary when
the Raider contract was
announced in 2015.

Pentagon debuts its new stealth
bomber, the B-21 Raider

Islamabad, Dec 02 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has approved the early re-
tirement application of
Lieutenant General Faiz
Hamid, a former ISI chief
and one of the six names
apparently shortlisted for
the post of the Army chief,
according to a media re-
port on Friday.

The report comes days
after the Chief of General
Staff (CGS) Lt. General
Azhar Abbas also sought
early retirement following
Gen Asim Munir’s ap-
pointment as the Chief of
Army Staff (COAS).

Former ISI chief Gen
Munir has replaced Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa, who
retired on November 29
after serving two consecu-
tive three-year terms as

Pakistan’s Army chief in
the coup-prone country,
where the military wields
considerable power in
matters of security and
foreign policy.

Lt. Gen Hamid sent his
application to the Army
General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi a
few days ago, which for-
warded it to the Prime
Minister’s Office for ap-
proval, according to Geo

TV.
Lt. Gen Hamid served as

DG ISI and Corps
Commander Peshawar
under former Prime
Minister Imran Khan. He
was later posted as
Bahawalpur Corps
Commander, the report
said.

Lt. Gen Hamid and Lt.
General Abbas were
among the six candidates
recommended for the of-
fice of the chief of the
army staff to succeed Gen
Bajwa.

Other names in the list
apart from Gen Munir, in-
cluded Lt. Gen Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, Lt. Gen
Nauman Mehmood and
Lt. Gen Mohammad Amir.

Gen Munir is the first
Army chief who heads
both powerful intelligence
agencies - the Inter-

Services Intelligence (ISI)
and the Military
Intelligence (MI).

Pakistan Army General
Shahir Shamshad Mirza
on Sunday took charge as
the Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC) after his prede-
cessor, Gen (retd) Nadeem
Raza, hung up his boots a
day earlier.

The post of Army chief
is the most powerful posi-
tion in coup-prone
Pakistan where the mili-
tary wields considerable
power in matters of secu-
rity and foreign policy.

The powerful Army,
which has ruled Pakistan
for more than half of its
75-plus years of existence,
has hitherto wielded con-
siderable power in mat-
ters of security and for-
eign policy.

Pak PM Sharif approves early
retirement of Lt. Gen Hamid Chronicle
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Cyber criminals

The suspected ran-
somware attack on the
servers of India’s presti-
gious AIIMS is a cause for
concern. Cyberattacks on
our healthcare industry is
on the rise, and are second
only to the US, with cam-
paigns launched by hack-
ers from Russia, North
Korea and Iran. While the
origin of the attack is yet to
be known, it is clear that
Indian top hospitals are
even more vulnerable than
their American counter-
parts. In the world of digi-
tisation, data business is
booming for hackers. The
attack, believed to be a
major one, comes within a
month after AIIMS an-
nounced that it would go
paperless and fully digi-
tised by April 2023.
Hospitals should enhance
their security system be-
fore it is late.

Gregory Fernandes,
Mumbai

G20 presidency 
too late

PM Narendra Modi is
the world’s best ‘master
event manager’ and his ad-
mirers have aptly coined a
phrase in his honour ‘Modi
hai to mumkin hai’.These
words, however, swing like
a pendulum depending
upon the perceptions of
different people about his
performance and prefer-
ences on the ground. His
articles on G20 with same
contents have appeared in
all newspapers with his
photograph, much like
Baba Ramdev’s ‘Patanjali’
advertisements. He has
moved from ‘Mann ki Baat’
to open talk through print
media. Honour of G20
presidency to a demo-
graphically big country
like India has come too
late. His performance in an
important world body will
be keenly watched. And, if
he does some miracle, he
can soon be tipped as
‘Vishwa Guru’.

BM Singh, by mail

No need to 
overreact

We have already got an
overdose of controversies,
unhealthy debates, and
vulgar blame games over
the film. Some sections
projected the film as the
one that served the cause of
Kashmiri Pandits by high-
lighting their ordeal,
which was not the case, as
is evident from the contin-
uous suffering and an-
guish of the Pandits. Many
opined that the film fanned
communal sentiments and
hatred in an already
volatile situation. The com-
ments of the Israeli chair-
man of the jury of the
International Film Festival
of India on the film should
have been seen in the cine-
matic context and played
down in the host country.
Retaliatory reaction lacked
prudence, poise, patience,
and maturity. The Israeli
ambassador’s rebuff of
Nadav Lapid, welcomed by
many here, was misplaced
since only a film was criti-
cised, and not our nation.

Hira Sharma, by mail

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Students visited onboard Indian Navy ship as part of the Navy Day Celebrations-2022 on 29 and 30 November, in Chennai.

NAVY DAY CELEBRATIONS

W estern governments are aiming to cap the price
of Russia's oil exports in an attempt to limit the

fossil fuel earnings that support Moscow's budget, its mili-
tary and the invasion of Ukraine. The cap is supposed to
take effect Monday, the same day the European Union will
impose a boycott on most Russian oil its crude that is
shipped by sea. The EU was moving closer to a USD 60-per-
barrel threshold, but negotiations were still underway on
Friday. The twin measures could have an uncertain effect
on the price of oil as worries over lost supply through the
boycott compete with fears about lower demand from a
slowing global economy. Here is what to know about the
price cap, the EU embargo and what they could mean for
consumers and the global economy:

WHAT IS THE PRICE CAP AND 
HOW WOULD IT WORK?

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has proposed the
cap with other Group of 7 allies as a way to limit Russia's
earnings while keeping Russian oil flowing to the global
economy. The aim: hurt Moscow's finances while avoiding
a sharp oil price spike if Russia's oil is suddenly taken off
the global market. Insurance companies and other firms
needed to ship oil would only be able to deal with Russian
crude if the oil is priced at or below the cap. Most insurers
are located in the EU or the United Kingdom and could be
required to participate in the cap.

HOW WOULD OIL KEEP FLOWING 
TO THE GLOBAL ECONOMY?

Universal enforcement of the insurance ban, imposed
by the EU and UK in earlier rounds of sanctions, could
take so much Russian crude off the market that oil prices
would spike, Western economies would suffer, and Russia
would see increased earnings from whatever oil it can ship
in defiance of the embargo. Russia, the world's No 2 oil pro-
ducer, has already rerouted much of its supply to India,
China and other Asian countries at discounted prices after
Western customers shunned it even before the EU ban.

WHAT EFFECT WOULD DIFFERENT 
CAP LEVELS HAVE?

A USD60 cap would not have much impact on Russia's fi-
nances, said Simone Tagliapietra, an energy policy expert
at the Bruegel think tank in Brussels. That "will almost go
unnoticed," he said, because it would be near where
Russian oil is already selling. Russian Urals blend sells at a
significant discount to international benchmark Brent
and fell below USD60 for the first time in months this week
on fears of reduced demand from China due to outbreaks
of COVID-19. "Up front, the cap is not a satisfying number,"
Tagliapietra said, but it would prevent the Kremlin from
profiting if oil prices suddenly shoot higher and the cap
bites. "The cap might be lowered over time if we want to
increase the pressure on Russian President Vladimir
Putin," he said. "The problem is: We have already spent a
lot of months waiting for a measure to dent" Putin's oil
profits. A cap as low as USD50 would cut into Russia's
earnings and make it impossible for Russia to balance its
state budget, with Moscow believed to require around USD
60 to USD 70 per barrel to do that, its so-called "fiscal break-
even." However, a USD50 cap would still be above Russia's
cost of production of between USD 30 and USD 40 per bar-
rel, giving Moscow an incentive to keep selling oil simply
to avoid having to cap wells that can be hard to restart.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has praised a
push by Poland for a USD 30 cap. Robin Brooks, chief econ-
omist at the Institute for International Finance in
Washington, tweeted last week that a USD 30 cap would
"give Russia the financial crisis it deserves." Wrangling
over where to set the cap highlights disagreement on
which goal to pursue: hurting Russia's finances or taming
inflation, with the US coming down on the side of control-
ling price increases, said Maria Shagina, a sanctions ex-
pert at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in
Berlin. With Monday's deadline looming, there isn't "much
time to parse out this disagreement for much longer," she
said, adding that "USD 60 is better than not agreeing at all.
They can obviously revise it later on to reflect conditions
on the market ... and tighten it."

WHAT IF RUSSIA AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES WON'T GO ALONG?

Russia has said it will not observe a cap and will halt de-
liveries to countries that do. While Russia could ignore the
cap if it's above the selling price of its oil, a lower limit
could see Moscow retaliate by shutting off shipments in
hopes of profiting from a sharply higher global oil price on
whatever it can sell around the sanctions. Buyers in China
and India might not go along with the cap, while Russia or
China could try to set up their own insurance providers to
replace those barred by US, UK and Europe. Russia could
also sell oil off the books by using "dark fleet" tankers with
obscure ownership, as have Venezuela and Iran. Even
under those circumstances, the cap would make it "more
costly, time-consuming and cumbersome" for Russia to sell
oil around the restrictions, Shagina said. The greater dis-
tances involved in shipping oil to Asia means up to four
times more tanker capacity is needed and not everyone
will take Russian insurance. "You need to tap into this
dark fleet, and it's not limitless," she said. "Iran and
Venezuela are using it, rather effectively, but you might
face competition with the same targets. ... This cat-and-
mouse game is always inherent in sanctions mechanisms."

WHAT ABOUT THE EU EMBARGO?
Russia may struggle to find buyers for all of the 1 mil-

lion barrels a day it is shipping to Europe, formerly its
biggest customer, but will likely reroute most of them as
Europe finds new suppliers on the global market. The
biggest impact from the EU embargo may not come
Monday, as Europe finds new suppliers and Russian bar-
rels are rerouted, but on February 5, when Europe's addi-
tional ban on refinery products made from oil such as
diesel fuel come into effect. Europe still has many cars that
run on diesel. The fuel also is used for truck transport to
get a huge range of goods to consumers and to run agricul-
tural machinery so those higher costs will be spread
throughout the economy.

What’s the effect of Russian 
oil price cap, ban?

On 15th August 2022, when India
turned 75, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi exhorted us all to enjoin ourselves
on a journey where India would trans-
form into a developed nation by 2047,
that is by the time we would have com-
pleted a century as an independent
country. The keynote of his address
were the three facilitators of such a tra-
jectory — the fact that we have become
an aspirational society, that there is now
a cultural and civilisational re-awaken-
ing amongst Indians, and that the world
is taking our claims of attaining our
rightful place at the global high table se-
riously. Twenty-five years is not such a
long time in such a scheme of things,
and it is clear that without substantial
progress in science and technology,  it
would be difficult to achieve this 'devel-
oped' tag. There should be a well-de-
fined road map accordingly for Indian
science if it is indeed to achieve devel-
oped status. These matters have been
highlighted by the recent assumption of
the Presidency of G20 last week in Bali,
Indonesia. More specifically Science-20,
or S20, the Science Engagement Group,
has been set up by the government.

In no time, Union Minister Jitendra
Singh chaired a high-level review meet-
ing to oversee the preparations for the
S20 Summit meetings. Scheduled to be
held in Coimbatore in July next year, the
theme of the S20 Summit meeting will
be ‘Disruptive Science for Innovative and
Sustainable Growth’. Complementing
those are the side events under the
theme of ‘Research Innovation Initiated
Gathering’ (RIIG). The sub-themes for
RIIG gathering will be Materials for
Sustainable Energy, Scientific
Challenges and Opportunities towards
Achieving a Sustainable Blue Economy,
Biodiversity and Bio-economy and Eco-
Innovations for Energy Transition. The
government is hopeful that the summit
will foster a cooperative climate where
encouraging frameworks for environ-
mentally friendly technologies can be
created. In addition to that, technology
transfers, creation of a global start-up
ecosystem and assertion of IP sharing is
on the agenda. 

It has taken us several decades to
earn a place in the global high table. Next
year, when India hosts the G20 Summit,
we are presented with a perfect opportu-
nity to show the way forward and strike a
balance between technical self-suste-
nance and foreign sourcing. A Prime
Minister’s duty is to bestow a national vi-
sion, with illustrious Prime Ministers in
the past providing this impetus in terms
of Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan and Jai Vigyan.
Prime Minister Modi has now added Jai
Anusandhaan to this list. Science and re-
search innovation has become all impor-
tant and that too in a milieu that is both
sustainable and inclusive. This is particu-
larly appropriate as no country has be-
come a developed economy with a uni-
formly high standard of living without in-
vesting heavily in science and an R&D
process that takes science from the labo-
ratory to the people. Our colonial misfor-
tune has delayed our journey toward be-
coming a developed nation by 150 years
vis-à-vis the West and roughly 30 years
relative to China. Implementing our 25-
year game plan seems achievable — but
only if we plan and execute with pinpoint
strategic accuracy.

In terms of numbers, it is easy to see
that with a growth rate of ~7.8% in GDP
this year, the $5 trillion economy target
will be achieved by 2026-27 (unless
there are drastic fluctuations in oil
prices). With the possible switch from
fossil fuels to renewables, one may en-
visage a $9 trillion economy by 2031-32
and a $40 trillion economy by 2047,
whereby we would be within the top
three countries of the world in absolute
monetary terms and not just PPP num-
bers. What should we do to achieve the
2047 target? R. Jagannathan and Ashish
Chandorkar have written in Swarajya on
what we must concentrate on.
Additionally, I would add that education,
health including pharmaceuticals and
women’s health, exports, taking into ac-
count demand-supply imbalances, nutri-
tion including fertilisers, water including
ocean and polar research, climate
change, genomics, advanced materials
including nanomaterials, robotics, elec-
tric and solar powered vehicles, drones,
outer space, and IT, in general, are es-
sential sectors where scientific method-
ology practised by experts needs to be
translated into globally competitive
technology. Industry must play a central
role in our ascent to becoming a devel-
oped country with the government play-
ing a catalytic and facilitative role. All
this must be taken in the context of glob-
al supply chains that have become the
instruments of a new war among na-
tions?what one might well call hot war
in cold places.

Given the compressed 25-year time
scale, we simply cannot avoid imported
solutions in certain bottleneck areas.
This requires a well thought-out foreign
policy keeping India’s interests para-

mount and noting that a country may
switch between being a friend, neutral,
or adversary depending on the circum-
stances. On the economics front, techni-
cal matters need to be synergised with
issues of scalability, skill development,
blockchain technology, artificial intelli-
gence, and supply chain inadequacies—
quite a package.

No less important are the non-eco-
nomic, non-scientific matters that de-
mand immediate attention as these mat-
ters can stymie any efforts towards
technical progress. Jagannathan lists
seven urgent issues that are crying out
for urgent attention: judiciary and law
enforcement reform; administrative re-
form; defence rejig to take into account
the fact that one may now see the above
mentioned “hot wars in cold places” and
the use of AI in war; deep and urgent
constitutional changes of the type that
need a constituent assembly; accompa-
nying electoral reforms that would re-
duce structural and transactional cor-
ruption; civilizational reworking, inte-
grating India’s re-awakening with re-
spect to its identity and finally; decen-
tralisation of powers between the Centre
and the States. Some of these issues af-
fect the Indian scientific revolution more
than others, but none is unimportant.

How do we do all these things in the
ambitious wish list above given our ad-
ministrative and management struc-
tures? A vital aspect of progress is a
proper management of education. Since
the time of India’s independence, succes-
sive governments have paved the way for
accessible education to all. Institutions of
higher learning — IISc, IITs and IIMs have
given the world a cursory glance at what
India is truly capable of. Despite all this, a
lot more needs to be done to modernise
our education system and the overall in-
frastructure that facilitates it. Now we
need to concentrate heavily on promot-
ing excellence, if necessary in private uni-
versities. Without scientific excellence, in
terms of both quality and quantity, we
have no chance at all of becoming a de-
veloped country.  In this regard, the pri-
mary concern is investment. At present
we spend around 0.8% of our GDP on ed-
ucation and research. This number needs
to be bootstrapped up to say 3-4% of the
GDP at the very least. China made these
heavy investments starting around 1990:
the results are apparent today with their
thriving scientific ecosystem. Given the
present state of our healing economy, the
required amount for the government
alone to bear is too much of an ask. The
role of the private sector in the education
sphere is not just necessary but needs to
attain dominance under careful regula-
tion.

However, there is yet another aspect
that needs to be considered. Given again
the compressed 25-year time scale, and
the fact that any fundamental change in
education will start showing results only

after 15 years, we urgently need a strate-
gy that optimises the usage of the re-
sources we currently possess. In the
meantime, the government should start
vacating the business of running educa-
tional institutions in terms of funding, ad-
missions, and administration. The dispar-
ities between central and state universi-
ties must be removed because the vast
majority of students attend the latter.
Most of the technological and R&D heft
that India needs should come from mis-
sion-oriented government laboratories
with no educational component, and
from corporate research laboratories that
dovetail closely with government labora-
tories. The IITs cannot be expected to
solve problems of scalability, economic
leverage and supply chain management.
Their activities can at most take one to
the level of good start-ups but that is in-
sufficient for the big, basic break-
throughs that India 2047 needs. The USA
moved quickly in the Vannevar Bush dis-
pensation in the early 1950s because of a
perfect synergy between academia, in-
dustry and government, mostly their de-
fence laboratories. A similar strategy is
underway in China’s civil-military fusion.
We should aim for nothing less.

The Department of Atomic Energy is a
wonderful example as to how a govern-
ment scientific department should be or-
ganised, independent of educational un-
dertakings. Beginning in the 1950s, we
were subject to draconian restrictions
with regard to the import of uranium
ores to make fissile U-235, an essential
component for nuclear weapons. India
developed its own route via thorium ex-
tracted from monazite sand beaches.
India has the largest supplies of thorium
in the world, with comparatively poor
quantities of uranium. India has project-
ed meeting as much as 30% of its elec-
trical demands through thorium by 2047.
Our weapons program and energy needs
have a comfortable buffer support in the
form of our R&D progress in thorium
technology. All this was possible be-
cause the DAE was allowed to run using
its own closed, carefully selected group
of scientists (and a very small number of
student-employees). This provision
needs to be extended to all non-educa-
tional scientific laboratories and institu-
tions that have been charged with the
duty of rapidly translating science into
immediately applicable technologies,
strategic security, and towards products
and services. The when, what, and how
having been defined it now requires the
political will to effect these changes so
that we may all proudly hold our heads
high by 2047 as citizens of a truly devel-
oped nation of the world.

((GGaauuttaamm  RR..  DDeessiirraajjuu  iiss  iinn  tthhee  IInnddiiaann
IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff  SScciieennccee,,  BBaannggaalloorree  aanndd  aa

mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  SS2200  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  GGrroouupp
ooff  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa..

SShhaarraann  SSeettttyy  iiss  aann  AAssssoocciiaattee  EEddiittoorr  aatt
SSwwaarraajjyyaa..))

Science in India At 100: Becoming 
A Developed Nation

E arly life experiences
can impact the activity

of our genes much later on and
even affect longevity, finds a new
study in fruit flies. According to the
study, led by University College
London (UCL), UK, the scientists
report that gene expression 'mem-
ory' can persist across the lifes-
pan, and may present a novel tar-
get for improving late-life health.

Gene expression refers to the
conversion of the information en-
coded in a gene first into messen-
ger RNA and then to a protein. The
scientists were building on their
previous research in which they
found that fruit flies fed a high-
sugar diet early in life lived shorter

lives, even after their diets were
improved in adulthood. Here, the
study said, they uncover the mech-
anism likely explaining the finding.
"Health in old age partially de-
pends on what a person experi-
enced in their youth or even in the
womb. Here, we have identified
one way in which this happens, as
changes in gene expression in
youth can form a 'memory' that
impacts health more than half a
lifetime later," said Dr. Nazif Alic,
lead author of the study, UCL.

In their previous study, the re-
searchers found that a high-sugar
diet inhibited a transcription factor
called dFOXO, which is involved in
glucose metabolism and is known

from multiple studies to affect
longevity, so they now sought to
enact the opposite effect by direct-
ly increasing the activity of dFOXO,
the study said. Transcription fac-
tors are proteins that regulate tran-
scription, or copying, of informa-
tion from DNA into messenger RNA,
which is the first and key step in
gene expression. Messenger RNA is
a form of RNA that carries informa-
tion from DNA in the nucleus to the
cytoplasmic sites of protein synthe-
sis in the cell.

For this study, the researchers
activated dFOXO by increasing its
levels in female fruit flies during
the first three weeks of the fly's
adulthood. The scientists found

that these early-life experiences
caused changes to chromatin - a
mixture of DNA and proteins that
can be seen as the 'packaging' of
DNA - that persisted and resulted
in genes being expressed differ-
ently late in life. This counteracted
some changes that would be ex-
pected as part of the normal age-
ing process. 

These changes would eventually
improve health in late life and im-
pact the fruit flies' lifespan for
more than a month, which is equal
to half a fruit fly lifetime, later, the
study said. The researchers say
their findings could lead to ways to
impact late-life health in people as
well. "What happens early on in an

animal or person's life can affect
what their genes do late in life, for
better or for worse. 

"It may be that a poor diet early
in life, for example, could impact
our metabolism later in life by
tweaking how our genes are ex-
pressed, even after substantial di-
etary changes over the years - but
fortunately, it may well be possible
to reverse this," said Alic. "Now
that we know how gene expression
memory can persist across the
lifespan to affect gene activity, we
may be able to develop ways to
counteract these changes later in
life to preserve health and enable
people to stay healthy for longer,"
said Alic.

Early life experiences could have a lasting impact on genes
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BRIEF

Investment

New Delhi: Tata Steel
which has make in-
vestments of over Rs
75,000 crore in Odisha
will continue to invest
in the state which has
25 per cent of India’s
total steel making ca-
pacity, its MD & CEO
T V Narendran said.
Narendran made the
remarks at the ‘Make
in Odisha Conclave
2022’ in Bhubaneswar
on Thursday. “The
Tata group of compa-
nies, and more specifi-
cally Tata Steel, has
invested over Rs 75,000
crore in Odisha in the
last five years.

Brand ambassador
New Delhi:
Blackstone’s retail
arm Nexus Malls on
Thursday said it has
signed actor Amitabh
Bachchan as its brand
ambassador. Nexus
Malls, the retail plat-
form in India owned
and managed by
Blackstone Real
Estate funds, has 17
shopping malls across
13 cities in the coun-
try. Last month, global
investment firm
Blackstone-sponsored
Nexus Select Trust
filed the draft paper
with markets regula-
tor Sebi to launch
India’s first public
issue of retail REIT to
raise around USD 500
million.

Appointment

New Delhi: Senior bu-
reaucrat Sanjay
Malhotra took charge
as the secretary in
Department of
Revenue, Ministry of
Finance. Malhotra re-
placed Tarun Bajaj,
who superannuated on
November 30. A 1990-
batch IAS officer of
the Rajasthan cadre,
Malhotra was working
as an officer on special
duty (OSD) in the rev-
enue department since
October this year.
Prior to that, he was
serving as the secre-
tary in Department of
Financial 
Services (DFS).

Unemployment rate 
Mumbai: The coun-
try’s unemployment
rate rose to a three-
month high at 8 per
cent during
November, according
to data by the Centre
for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE). The
unemployment rate in
urban India was high-
er at 8.96 per cent,
while in rural areas, it
was at 7.55 per cent,
the CMIE data showed
on Thursday. In
October this year, the
urban joblessness was
at 7.21 per cent and the
rural unemployment
rate was at 8.04 per
cent. Among the
states, Haryana con-
tinued to have the
highest unemploy-
ment rate in the coun-
try in November at
30.6 per cent, followed
by  Rajasthan at 24.5
per cent, Jammu and
Kashmir at 23.9 per
cent, Bihar at 17.3 per
cent and Tripura at
14.5 per cent.

START-UP INITIATIVE

Union Minister for Railways, Communications, Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw re-
leases a publication during the start-up initiative ‘Building the Next Unicorn’, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

The oil ministry will
seek compensation from
the finance ministry for
the losses state-owned fuel
retailers incurred on hold-
ing petrol and diesel
prices in the last eight
months despite a spike in
cost of raw material, a top
official said on Friday.

Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
posted a combined net loss
of Rs 21,201.18 crore in
April-September. This loss
would have been higher
but for them accounting
for Rs 22,000 crore yet-to-
received LPG subsidy for
past years. “The first half
losses are publicly avail-
able. Add to that the LPG

subsidy and you would ar-
rive at approximate loss
they have incurred,” the
official said. Since holding
of the prices benefited the
economy in terms of not
add to the already high in-
flation rate, there is a case
for the oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) to be com-
pensated, he said.

“Petrol and diesel
prices are deregulated
(not controlled or dictated
by the government).
OMCs are free to fix the
rates daily on the basis of
benchmark international
oil prices. But they on
their own volition decided
to keep the prices on
hold,” he said. The oil
ministry will calculate
the likely losses for the en-
tire fiscal year before ap-
proaching the finance
ministry for the compen-

sation. The three fuel re-
tailers are still losing
money on sale of auto fuel
despite softening interna-
tional rates.

They have not changed
prices since April 6 de-
spite international oil
prices shooting up to
more than a decade high.
The government in
October doled out Rs
22,000 crore to the three
firms as a one-time grant
to make up for the losses
they incurred on selling
domestic cooking gas
(LPG) in two years start-
ing June 2020.

The oil ministry had
sought Rs 28,000 crore for
the LPG losses but got Rs
22,000 crore. The softening
of international oil prices
had raised the expecta-
tion of a cut in petrol and
diesel prices.

Oil Min to seek compensation
for petrol, diesel losses

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

Maruti Suzuki India
will increase the prices of
its vehicles ‘substantially’
from next month as it
looks to offset the impact
of rising input costs and
make provisions to update
the model range to con-
form to stricter emission
norms which kick in from
April 2023. In a regulatory
filing on Friday, the coun-
try’s largest carmaker
said it continues to wit-
ness increased cost pres-
sure driven by overall in-
flation and recent regula-
tory requirements. While
the automaker makes
maximum effort to reduce
cost and partially offset
the increase, it has become
imperative to pass on
some of the impact
through a price increase, it
added. The company has

planned the price increase
in January 2023 which
shall vary across models,
the auto major said with-
out disclosing the exact
quantum of the increase.
In an interaction with PTI,
Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Officer
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava said
that commodity prices
still remain on the higher
side if compared with two
years ago. “Besides there
is general inflationary
pressure on every input

cost whether it is energy
or material or manpower
cost. Then there is require-
ment to conform to regula-
tory requirements,” he
said. The company needs
to make models ready for
second phase of BS-VI
emission norms that kick
in from April next year.
“We will have to start mak-
ing changes in the product
range. Also the price in-
crease taken earlier was
not sufficient to cover the
increase in commodity
prices,” Srivastava noted.
Vehicles will need to have
an on-board self-diagnos-
tic device to monitor the
real time driving emission
levels. The device will con-
stantly monitor key parts
for meeting emission stan-
dards such as the catalytic
converter and oxygen sen-
sors, to keep a close watch
on emissions.

Maruti Suzuki to hike vehicle
prices from JanuaryMumbai, Dec 02:  

Equity benchmark in-
dices ended lower on
Friday, halting their eight-
day rally, amid a weak
trend in global markets
and emergence of profit-
taking.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex fell 415.69 points or
0.66 per cent to settle at
62,868.50. During the day,
it tanked 604.56 points or
0.95 per cent to 62,679.63.
The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 116.40 points or
0.62 per cent to end at
18,696.10. Among the
Sensex pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Hindustan
Unilever, Maruti, Nestle,
HDFC, Asian Paints,
Bajaj Finance and Power
Grid were among the
major laggards. Tata
Steel, Dr Reddy’s, Tech
Mahindra, IndusInd Bank
and HCL Technologies
were among the winners.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended in the negative ter-
ritory. Equity exchanges
in Europe were trading

mostly lower in the after-
noon trade. Wall Street
had ended lower on
Thursday. “The rally in
the domestic market was
halted by negative cues

from global counterparts
and broad-based profit-
booking in large caps. The
correction in the market
was led by auto stocks as
the sales data came in
lower-than-expected due
to weaker exports and se-
quential de-stocking,”
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services. The
BSE benchmark had
climbed 184.54 points or
0.29 per cent to settle at
63,284.19, its fresh record
closing high, on Thursday.
The Nifty advanced 54.15
points or 0.29 per cent to
end at 18,812.50, its new
record closing high.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 0.13 per cent lower
at USD 86.77 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,565.93
crore on Thursday, as per
exchange data.

Markets settle lower after 8 days of rally

Hyderabad, Dec 02: 

India’s largest iron ore
producer NMDC reported
iron ore production of 3.61
MnT and sales of 3.04 MnT
in the month of November,
2022. The company has re-
ported an 8% growth in
production and 5.5%
growth in sales compared
to its performance in
November 2021.

NMDC’s iron ore pro-
duction for the period
S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r -
November, 2022 is record-
ed as the best ever produc-
tion of these months in a
row, in company history.
With exceptional iron ore
production in the last
three months, the mining
major is preparing to sur-
pass all records in FY23.

Commenting on the
company’s thriving per-
formance, Sumit Deb,

CMD, NMDC said, “With
an upswing in the demand
for steel, we are in the path
to escalate production and
ensure a healthy supply of
iron ore consistently.” The
growth trajectory of our
performance in the last
three months has been ex-
ceptional and displays
NMDC’s commitment to-
wards a self-sufficient na-
tion by setting new bench-
marks.”

NMDC records its best ever
production in Nov 2022

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

Car makers have logged
the best-ever November
sales as demand for per-
sonal transport continued
to remain strong even
after the end of the high-
selling festive season, driv-
ing towards record sales in
2022. Leading automakers
Maruti Suzuki India,
Hyundai, Tata Motors and
Mahindra saw double-
digit growth in dispatches
to dealers last month,
making it the best-ever
November for the passen-
ger vehicle industry. Kia
India, Honda Cars, Skoda
and MG Motor also wit-
nessed strong sales mo-
mentum last month.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
and Nissan however re-
ported a decline in domes-
tic wholesales as com-
pared to November 2021.

The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki
India said its domestic
wholesales rose 18 per cent
to 1,39,306 units as against
1,17,791 units in November
2021. Sales of mini cars,
comprising Alto and S-
Presso, increased to 18,251
units as compared with
17,473 in the same month
last year. The company’s
utility vehicle sales, com-
prising Brezza, Ertiga and

Grand Viatara, rose to
32,563 units as compared
with 24,574 vehicles in the
year-ago month, MSI said.
Commenting on the sales,
Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Officer
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava said
the industry’s wholesales
grew by 31 per cent to
3,22,860 units last month
as compared with 2,45,636
units in November last

year. “This is the highest
ever November sales for
the industry-beating the
previous best of 2.86 lakh
in November 2020,”
Srivastava stated. This is
the sixth consecutive
month that the industry
has seen three lakh-plus
sales in wholesales, he
added.

Elaborating further,
Srivastava said that in the
January-November period
this year the sales have
crossed the 35 lakh mark
for the industry.

“This is the first time be-
cause the previous highest
was in 2018 at 33.8 lakh
units. Last year in this pe-
riod January to November,
the figure was 28 lakh
units. So there is a growth
of about 25 per cent over
last year as far as the cal-
endar year is concerned,”
he added.

Car sales in fast lane in November; Maruti,
Hyundai, Tata Motors post double-digit growth

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

Vantage, a global multi-
asset brokerage firm, is
pleased to announce the
launch of Social Trading
on the Vantage App, mak-
ing it an all-in-one trading
hub that supports both
regular trading and social
trading. The app offers in-
teractive user interface
(UI) and user experience
(UX), with all the essential
and requisite features
available. Considering the
interest of its diversified
user base, it is available in
14 different languages and
accessible on both android
and IOS. Vantage also fea-
tures quick account cre-
ation and its in-app navi-
gation tool is intuitive for
both novice and experi-
enced traders, while con-
currently providing a com-
prehensive range of
charts, technical tools,

order types, and person-
alised trading reports and
alerts. LianJie, Assistant
App Marketing Director at
Vantage explains how the
new feature is revolution-
izing the traditional CFD
industry.

“As our active investor
profile gets younger, our
clients have been more
willing to explore and
adopt innovative trading
methods like social trad-
ing, going beyond tradi-
tional trading methods. At
Vantage, we understand

how technology and inno-
vation can transcend
boundaries, so we have uti-
lized the power of technol-
ogy in our Vantage App to
meet the needs of the next
generation and provide a
seamless and convenient
experience for all our
clients.” While the concept
of having a second source
of income is increasingly
garnering the interest of
youngsters, Vantage aims
to provide an all-encom-
passing trade hub where
people can trade through
gamification.

With its unique and
friendly user interface,
Vantage offers all intricate
turned simple features,
like Moving Averages,
Bollinger Bands, MACD,
charting tools, order man-
agement, custom watch-
lists, trading signals by
Trading Central, news cal-
endar, and more.

Vantage introduces an all-in-one 
app to make trading more interactive

New Delhi, Dec 02:
Mahindra & Mahindra is
recalling over 19,000 units
of the XUV700 and the
Scorpio-N to fix a rubber
part.

In a notice on its web-
site, the auto major said
that it will proactively in-
spect rubber bellow inside
bell housing on a batch of
6,618 Scorpio-N units and
12,566 XUV700 units as-
sembled between July 1
and November 11, 2022. A

sorting process error at
the supplier’s plant, on
specific dates, may have af-
fected operating dimen-
sional clearance of rubber
bellow inside bell housing,
it said. “Keeping with the
company’s stringent quali-
ty standards and exercis-
ing abundant caution,
Mahindra has proactively
engaged in this limited in-
spection and subsequent
rectification, free of cost,”
it added.

Mahindra recalls over 19k
units of XUV700, Scorpio-N

Mumbai, Dec 02: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains and settled down
by 9 paise at 81.35 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Friday as the sup-
port from weak dollar was
negated by weak domestic
markets and a surge in
crude oil prices. Forex
traders said foreign fund
outflows also weighed on
investor sentiments. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 81.11, but
pared the gains and ended
at 81.35, down 9 paise over
its previous close. During
the day, the local unit wit-
nessed an intraday high of
81.08 and a low of 81.35. On
Thursday, the rupee appre-
ciated by 4 paise to close at
81.26 against the US dollar.
“Weak US Dollar index
supported the rupee.

However, weak domestic
markets, a surge in crude
oil and FII outflows capped
sharp gains,” said Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas. The US
Dollar declined as US ISM
manufacturing PMI
slipped into contraction
and positive riskier cur-

rencies such as Euro and
Pound. Euro surged as the
German trade surplus
topped street estimates.
“We expect the Rupee to
trade with a slight nega-
tive bias on risk aversion
in global markets and
fresh outflows by FIIs.
However, softness in the
greenback may support
Rupee at lower levels.
Markets may also take
cues from US non-farm
payroll data today
evening, wherein it is ex-
pected to show a slower
pace of hiring,”
Choudhary added.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.18
per cent to 104.53. Global
oil benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 0.17 per
cent to USD 87.03 per bar-
rel.

Rupee falls 9 paise to 
close at 81.35 against US dollar

ACROSS
1. Highland miss
5. Church tower
10. Farmer’s harvest
14. Much (2 wds.)
15. Forest path
16. Nevada resort
17. Food shop
18. Criminal mastermind
20. Zodiac sign
22. Least daffy

23. Kitchen garb
26. Dry, as wine
27. Infant’s toy
31. Exceedingly
33. Crude mineral
36. Diva’s offerings
37. 500 sheets
38. Infant’s bed
39. Regard
40. Canvas covers
41. Abhor
42. Feed the kitty

43. Lubricates
44. Discourage
45. Cheerleader’s shout
46. Fizzy beverage
47. Most recent
48. Compass dir.
50. Shopping binge
52. Certain Alaskan
55. Kind of exercise
60. Part of New York (2 wds.)
63. Kind
64. Waterfowl
65. Shirt size
66. Family chart
67. Picnic pests
68. Made a choice
69. Probabilities

DOWN
1. Young boys
2. Guinness of “Star Wars”
3. Go it alone
4. Bustle
5. Skunk feature
6. Previous
7. Actor ____ McKellen
8. Apparatus
9. Building extensions
10. Long-legged bird
11. Change a room’s design
12. Individuals
13. Harbor
19. Not hard
21. Friends
24. Partly cover
25. Some tides

27. Speed checker
28. Stadium
29. Get married (3 wds.)
30. Gentle
32. Motel units (abbr.)
34. Ceremonial events
35. Film critic Roger ____
37. Sudden attacks
38. Munch
40. As well as
44. Gentle creature
46. Tractor-trailer
47. Required
49. Autographs
51. Kitchen stove
52. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
53. Before long
54. Scandinavian capital
56. Informed about
57. Sparrow, e.g.
58. Like summertime tea
59. Mediocre grades
61. Track circuit
62. Music or painting
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B o l l y w o o d ’ s
‘Dream Girl’

Hema Malini, who ap-
peared on the singing
reality show ‘Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa Li’l Champs’,
was stunned to see the
performance of con-
testant Jetshen Lama
on the track ‘Tu Kya
Jane O Bewafa’ from
the 1974 film ‘Haath
Ki Safai’. She called it
as perfect as the origi-
nal version.

After the perform-
ance of the 9-year-old
contestant, Hema
said: “You are truly
unbelievable, I could-

n’t have imagined that
a girl like her who is
so quiet behind the
camera, can sing like
this.”

Hema is a trained
Bharatnatyam dancer
and she worked in a
number of hit films
such as ‘Johnny Mera
Naam’, ‘Seeta Aur
Geeta’, ‘Raja Jani’,
‘Dard’, ‘Kudrat’,
‘Andaz’, ‘Hum Dono’,
‘Prem Nagar’,
‘Jugnu’, among oth-
ers. She acted oppo-
site many superstars
like Rajesh Khanna,
D h a r m e n d r a ,

Amitabh Bachchan
and others. She added
while appreciating
the contestant: “I
thought a small shy
girl had walked onto
the stage, but after
watching your per-
formance, I can say
that even the original
song was not like this
the way you sang it.
Very beautiful.”

‘Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
Lil Champs’ is
judged by Neeti
Mohan, Shankar
Mahadevan and
Anu Malik. It airs
on Zee TV.

Hema Malini left in 
awe of ‘Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
Li’l Champs’ contestant

HH aving portrayed several
memorable characters

in his prolific film career
spanning more than four
decades, the multi-talented
Satish Kaushik is excited to
embark on a new journey and
a role that he hasn’t played on
screen before. Essaying the
character of a judge for the
first time in Arbaaz Khan’s
production ‘Patna Shukla’, the
veteran and successful actor-
director-producer has com-
menced filming for the movie
in Bhopal, directed by Vivek
Budakoti, also featuring
Raveena Tandon, Anushka
Kaushik, Jatin Goswami,
Manav Vij and Chandan Roy
Sanyal. Satish Kaushik
informs, “I am playing the
role of a judge for the first
time in my career. Though my
character - Arun Kr Jha is a
respectable judge, he is also a
hen-pecked husband! It’s a

quirky role that way… who
thinks that Raveena’s
(Tandon) character is not apt
to be a lawyer but he appreci-
ates her when she fights for a
good cause. It is a very nice,
sweet character which is

important to the script and
takes the narrative ahead. We
are currently shooting for the
movie in Bhopal in such lovely
weather.” The veteran actor
will be sharing the screen
space with Raveena Tandon
after a long time. “We have
done a few successful films
together in the past including
‘Pardesi Babu’, ‘Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan’, ‘Rajaji’, ‘Aunty
No 1’ and ‘Gharwali
Baharwali’. We jell very well
off screen to the extent that I
call her Raveenay and she
calls me Satishay out of sheer
love and respect for each
other. I am very excited to
work with her again in ‘Patna
Shukla’.
IInntteerreessttiinnggllyy,,  SSaattiisshh  KKaauusshhiikk
iiss  ssiimmuullttaanneeoouussllyy  sshhoooottiinngg  ffoorr
AArrbbaaaazz  KKhhaann’’ss  ‘‘PPaattnnaa  SShhuukkllaa’’
aanndd  SSaallmmaann  KKhhaann
PPrroodduuccttiioonnss’’  ‘‘KKiissii  KKaa  BBhhaaii……
KKiissii  KKii  JJaaaann’’!!

HH appily married to the dream girl of his life
actor and national crush Vicky Kaushal has

explained how love evolves a person into becoming
better professionally and personally. He minces no
words when he says being with that special one is the
most beautiful feeling in the world.
VViicckkyy  mmaarrrriieedd  hhiiss  llaaddyy  lloovvee  KKaattrriinnaa  KKaaiiff  iinn  DDeecceemmbbeerr
22002211  aafftteerr  ddaattiinngg  ffoorr  aallmmoosstt  oovveerr  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss..  HHooww
ddooeess  lloovvee  eevvoollvvee  aa  ppeerrssoonn??

“I think if you r with the right person who really
gives you peace and happiness in your heart and
mind it just makes you the best version of yourself
and that best version of yourself is personally profes-
sionally anywhere you go it creates positive vibes
and create positive energy and you give out the best
that you have because you know you are with the
right person and that peace of mind and happiness is
here there in every cell body.” The 34-year-old star
added: “I think definitely being with that person is
the most beautiful feeling in the world and being in
love is the most beautiful feeling in the world and
that only can bring out the best in you.” Currently, he
is gearing up for the release of his film ‘Govinda Naam
Mera’, which is slated to release on Disney+ Hotstar,
where he is stuck between his girlfriend played by
Kiara Advani and wife essayed by Bhumi Pednekar.
Vicky is the son of Sham Kaushal, an action director in
Indian films and Veena Kaushal, a homemaker. His
family is Punjabi, who hail originally from Hoshiarpur.
Just like any other person, Vicky too is an ardent fan
of Punjabi music. “I listen to Punjabi music a lot.
Punjabi music is my go to music for working out, for
happiness and sadness.” After ‘Govinda Naam Mera’,
Vicky has a slew of films lined up for release, which
includes ‘Sam Bahadur’, Laxman Utekar’s untitled
next and ‘The Great Indian Family’.

Vicky Kaushal
Being in love is the

most beautiful 
feeling in the world

‘Woh Rehne Waali
Mehlon Ki’ actress Reena
Kapoor, who will be play-
ing the role of a widow in
the show ‘Aashao Ka
Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’, shares her experi-
ence of shooting in
Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh,
with the entire cast.

She says: “It’s a won-
derful experience to
shoot outdoor shots in
Ujjain. I’m enjoying
every second I get to
spend with her. The at-
mosphere of the city is
quite different and helps
one feel comfortable.
Additionally, the locals
are incredibly friendly
and caring.”

The actress has been
part of TV shows such as
‘Shakti - Astitva Ke
Ehsaas Ki’, ‘Vishnu
Puran’, ‘Jai Ganga
Maiya’, and many more.

She adds more about her
visit, saying: “We have
planned to see several
well-known locations and
try some well-known
local cuisine, so I am ex-
cited to take a proper
tour of the city. The en-
tire cast is pleased to be
filming here, and I’m
hoping we’ll all have fond
recollections of our little
trip.”

The show revolves
around Bhavna played by
Reena Kapoor and
Raghav played by Rahil
Azam who are complete-
ly opposite to each other
and the plot moves fur-
ther with how they will
be meeting each other
and falling in love.

‘Aashao Ka
S a v e r a … . D h e e r e
Dheere se’ will be start-
ing from December 12
on Star Bharat.

I’m playing the role of a judge for
the first time in ‘Patna Shukla’!

AA ctress Rakul Preet Singh talks about her upcoming
film ‘Chhatriwali’, which focuses on male contracep-

tives and safe sex. Rakul says: “For me, every film of mine
has been special but ‘Chhatriwali’ is extra special for many
reasons. After so many years in the industry, I am finally get-
ting to headline a film and what better than an entertaining
film with a thought-provoking social message.” Rakul plays
the role of quality control head in a condom factory. It is
shown in the film that though initially, Rakul was somewhere
shy about her job, she slowly realised its importance. She
understands the relevance of sex education and takes the
responsibility of spreading awareness. As today(December
1) is World AIDS Day, which is observed to spread awareness
about HIV among people, the actress asserts that it is an
important day to announce this film as the subject deals
with the issues of safe sex. “This World Aids Day, I join the
fight against HIV by raising awareness on the importance of
safe sex and the use of male contraceptives via my
upcoming film, ‘Chhatriwali’,” adds the actress known
for ‘Cuttputlii’, ‘Runway 34’, ‘Attack’, among others.
Produced by Ronnie Screwvala and directed by Tejas
Prabha Vijay Deoskar, ‘Chhatriwali’ features Rakul Preet
Singh and Sumeet Vyas. It will be released soon on ZEE5.

RRaakkuull oonn
‘‘CChhhhaattrriiwwaallii’’

::  ‘‘II  aamm
ffiinnaallllyy  

ggeettttiinngg  
ttoo  hheeaaddlliinnee  

aa  ffiillmm’’

RRaakkuull oonn
‘‘CChhhhaattrriiwwaallii’’

::  ‘‘II  aamm
ffiinnaallllyy  

ggeettttiinngg  
ttoo  hheeaaddlliinnee  

aa  ffiillmm’’
Reena Kapoor recalls shooting in

Ujjain for ‘Aashao Ka Savera...’

U tkarsh Sharma is all
set to embark on a

new journey as a leading
man with the upcoming
drama Gadar 2, but over 2
decades before that, the
youngster got a once in a
lifetime opportunity when
he got to play Sunny Deol’s
son in the blockbuster
Gadar. Utkarsh was a child
back then, but having seen
the working of a superstar
at such a young age sure
did shape his creative

process up as an artist.
Working together as father
and son in Gadar, Sunny
and Utkarsh got a lot of
time to work closely with
each other and those being
his formative years,
Utkarsh imbibed a lot of
qualities from the star
actor. Not only that,
Utkarsh’s father and film-
maker Anil Sharma has
delivered many successful
films together with Sunny
in the past, and thus hav-
ing been in close vicinity
of him for a great part of
his childhood, Utkarsh
considered the veteran
actor a true inspiration.
Reminiscing some of the
best qualities of Sunny
that left him awestruck,
Utkarsh recalls how dur-
ing the shoot of Hero:
Love Story Of A Spy,
Sunny used to wake up at 4
am for an early morning
schedule starting at 7 am.

Utkarsh Sharma is highly
inspired by Sunny Deol!
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France’s Stephanie Frappart made history on Thursday when
she became the first woman to take charge of a men’s World
Cup finals game during Costa Rica’s Group E match against
Germany. Frappart, 38, led the first all-female refereeing team
in a men’s World Cup in the game at the Al Bayt Stadium
alongside assistants Neuza Back from Brazil and Mexico’s
Karen Diaz. It was yet another achievement in the illustrious
career of Frappart, who began officiating youth games at the
age of 13 in Herblay-sur-Seine, north-west of Paris, where she
grew up. Frappart entered the history books when she became
the first woman to referee a French Ligue 1 match in 2019, offi-
ciating a game between Amiens and Strasbourg. The same
year, Frappart also took charge of the UEFA Super Cup
between Liverpool and Chelsea, becoming the first woman to
officiate in a major men’s European match.  In 2020, she
became the first woman to officiate a Champions League
match, taking charge of the game between Juventus and
Dynamo Kyiv. 

Spain in recovery mode
after losing to Japan

It’s not how Spain imagined reaching the knockout phase of
the World Cup: finishing the group stage with a loss and hav-
ing to rely on other teams to help it advance. Spain survived
but heads into the round of 16 against Morocco with bruised
confidence after losing 2-1 to Japan. “We have to recover emo-
tionally,” Spain coach Luis Enrique said after the match
Thursday. “We will be playing against one of the surprise
teams of the World Cup and we will have to be fully prepared.
There are only 16 teams left in the tournament and you have
to play better. It’s going to be very difficult.” Few expected
Spain would have such a hard time getting through the group
stage in Qatar after opening with a 7-0 thrashing of Costa
Rica. It had also played well against Germany despite conced-
ing a late equalizer, and a draw against Japan in the final group
game would have been enough to send Spain through to the
round of 16. But after going into what Luis Enrique called “col-
lapse mode” in a five-minute span after halftime, Spain was in
danger of an embarrassing early exit, which it avoided thanks
to Germany’s 4-2 win over Costa Rica in the other Group E
match. 

USA’s coach #00 Gregg Berhalter applauds the fans.

US coach Gregg Berhalter
to draw on Dutch lessons

Gregg Berhalter knows plenty about Dutch soccer he turned
pro in the Netherlands 28 years ago. He will look to draw on
the lessons he learned there when he coaches the United
States against Oranje on Saturday for a place in the quarter-
finals of the World Cup in Qatar. The Americans have not
reached the quarterfinals since 2002. The U.S. was knocked
out in the round of 16 in extra-time losses to Ghana in 2010
and Belgium in 2014, then failed to qualify for the 2018 tour-
nament. “We deserve to be in the position we’re in and we
want to keep going,” Berhalter said. “So for us, it’s about
how we recover from this game and prepare to play against
a very good Dutch team, very well coached, ton of quality all
over the field, and we have to come up with an idea of how
to beat them.” The United States has played the Netherlands
five times previously, all in friendlies, losing at home in 1998
and at Amsterdam in 2004 and 2010. The U.S. rallied for a 4-
3 win at Amsterdam Arena in 2015 when Danny Williams
equalized in the 88th minute and Bobby Wood scored 96 sec-
onds later. 

Australia in party mode
Australia hailed Graham Arnold’s new ‘golden generation’ on
Thursday and fans demanded a national holiday as the coun-
try celebrated the Socceroos’ unlikely advance to the World
Cup knockout phase. Thousands gathered at Melbourne’s Fed
Square in the middle of the night to watch Australia’s 1-0 upset
of Denmark on a big screen, and were left dancing in the
smoky light of flares as the Socceroos set up a last 16 clash
against Argentina. Arnold’s team matched the side who made
the last 16 at the 2006 World Cup in Germany but with a squad
lacking the pedigree of the players from 16 years ago who
came to be known as Australia’s “golden generation”. “Tell
your kids. Tell your loved ones. Tell your mates. Whisper it, yell
it, scream it, put it on a T-shirt and wear it to bed. Hard work
gets you places,” Australian soccer pundit Adam Peacock
wrote on the Herald Sun newspaper’s website.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Doha, Dec 02 (AP):

Same stadium. Same re-
sult. Similar shocking vic-
tory for Japan at the
World Cup. After beating
Germany 2-1 in its opener,
Japan found its way into
the round of 16 of the
World Cup by defeating
Spain by the same score in
its last group game
Thursday. Spain also ad-
vanced despite the loss.
Japan scored twice early
in the second half to come
from behind and defeat
another European power-
house and make it to the
knockout stage for the sec-
ond straight time. It was
the first time Japan has
advanced past the group
stage in back-to-back tour-
naments.

Ao Tanaka scored the
winning goal from close
range early in the second
half. It took about two
minutes for video review
officials to confirm the
ball hadn’t gone out of
bounds before the goal
that gave Japan the win at
Khalifa International
Stadium, which is where
Japan had shocked
Germany in its opener.

Japan finished at the
top of Group E to set up a
last-16 matchup against
Croatia. Spain finished
second and will take on
Morocco.

Spain and Germany
which beat Costa Rica 4-2
both had three points in
the group. But Spain had a
superior goal difference
from its first group match
so Germany was eliminat-
ed.

The group standings
bounced back and forth
during both matches.
Costa Rica was beating
Germany at one point. If
that result had stood,
Costa Rica would have
eliminated Spain.

lvaro Morata scored
first for Spain in the 11th
minute and Spain was in
control until Japan rallied

after halftime. Ritsu Doan
equalized in the 48th with
a left-footed shot from out-
side the box, and Tanaka
added the second three
minutes later.

Morata became the first
player to score in the first
three Spain matches at
the World Cup since
Telmo Zarra in 1950.

Spain had opened with
a 7-0 rout of Costa Rica be-
fore conceding late in a 1-1
draw against Germany.

Japan was eliminated
by Belgium in the last 16
in Russia. It has never
gone past the round of 16
at World Cups.

Japan beats Spain 2-1 as
both teams advance Al Khor (Qatar), Dec 02 (AP):

Germany was eliminat-
ed from the group stage of
the World Cup for the sec-
ond tournament in a row.

The four-time champi-
ons beat Costa Rica 4-2
Thursday but it wasn’t
enough to reach the round
of 16. Japan’s 2-1 victory
over Spain in the other
group game allowed both
of those teams to advance
instead, with the Japanese
team finishing at the top
of Group E.

“I was just in the chang-
ing room and as you can
imagine, the disappoint-
ment is huge,” Germany
coach Hansi Flick said.

Playing as defending
champions at the last
World Cup, Germany also
was knocked out in the
group stage. Germany,
which lost to Japan in its
opening match in Qatar,
needed help from the
other match in order to ad-
vance with a victory at Al
Bayt Stadium, but things
didn’t go its way. If Spain
had beaten Japan, the
Germans would have fin-
ished second in the group.
It all started so well with
Serge Gnabry putting
Germany in front against
Costa Rica with a 10th-
minute header and Spain
taking an early lead
against Japan at the
Khalifa International
Stadium in Doha. Both

matches were turned up-
side down in the second
half. Yeltsin Tejeda evened
the score in the 58th
minute and Juan Vargas
scrambled another in the
70th, putting Costa Rica
ahead 2-1 and on target to
advance at Spain’s ex-
pense. But Germany sub-
stitute Kai Havertz made
it 2-2 three minutes later
and then restored
Germany’s lead in the
85th. Another substitute,
Niclas F llkrug, added the
fourth. Japan finished at
the top of Group E with

six points, two more than
both Spain and Germany.
Spain progressed because
of its better goal differ-
ence, with most of them
coming from its opening 7-
0 rout of Costa Rica, and
will next face Morocco.
Japan will take on
Croatia. Germany would
have needed five more
goals to match the
Spanish tally. The match
was also notable because
French referee St phanie
Frappart became the first
woman to officiate a men’s
World Cup match.

Germany out of World Cup
despite 4-2 win over Costa Rica

Perth, Dec 02 (AP):

Fast bowlers Mitchell
Starc and Pat Cummins
grabbed three wickets
apiece to dismiss West
Indies for 283 and put
Australia in the box seat
in the opening cricket
Test at the Perth
Stadium here on Friday.
Refusing to enforce the
follow-on, Australia was
29-1 at stumps on the
third day, and in charge
of the match with  a 344-
run lead. David Warner
and Marnus

Labuschagne will re-
sume on 17 and three, re-
spectively, after Usman
Khawaja fell for six.

West Indies were on
237-4 at tea, and soon
after from 245-4, before
losing the last six wick-
ets for 48 runs to the sec-
ond new ball to hand
Australia a 315-run first
innings lead. West Indies
had resumed the day on
74-0, and progressed to
150-1 at lunch before
some outstanding fast
bowling by Starc (3-51)
and Cummins (3-34) cut
short the innings. Off-
spinner Nathan Lyon
claimed 2-61 while fast
bowlers Josh Hazlewood
and Cameron Green took
a wicket  apiece.

Only skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite (64) and
debutant Tangenarine
Chanderpaul (51) im-
pressed. Australia’s in-
nings was built on dou-
ble centuries by
Labuschagne (200) and
Steve Smith, 200 not out,
after the  homeside won
the toss and batted.

Rawalpindi, Dec 02 (AP):

Pakistan reached a rela-
tively quiet 181-0 after
England was bowled out
for an aggressive 657 on
the second day of its
record-setting first test in
Pakistan in 17 years on
Friday. Openers Imam-ul-
Haq and Abdullah
Shafique hit sedate half
centuries, but could exhib-
it only half of the England
batters’ aggression on a
grass-less wicket where
neither fast bowlers nor
spinners have troubled
the batters. Shafique was
unbeaten on 89 of158 balls
while Imam was not out
on 90 of 148 balls, but
Pakistan still trails
England by 476 runs.

Imam should have been
dismissed very early into
the second session but
wicketkeeper Ollie Pope
couldn’t grab a faint edge
in left-arm spinner Jack
Leach’s first over. On an
unresponsive wicket for
the bowlers, England per-
sisted with spinners for
the majority of the second

session with veteran
James Anderson bowling
only one over after lunch
and Ollie Robinson two
overs. Imam and Shafique
batted confidently against
Leach’s left-arm spin, but
were more attacking
against offspinner Will
Jacks, who conceded 68
runs off his 19 overs.

After amassing a world
record 506-4 in 75 overs on
the opening day when
four of the five top-order
England batters scored
centuries, England added

151 runs at the same elec-
trifying pace to rack up its
highest total in a test in-
nings against Pakistan.
England’s previous best
effort against Pakistan
came at Manchester in
2016 when it scored 589-8.
Zahid Mahmood recorded
the most expensive fig-
ures in a debut test in-
nings when he finished
with 4-235 as England bat-
ters swept and reverse
swept the leg-spinner
with ease on a placid
wicket.

Japan’s midfielder #08 Ritsu Doan (L) celebrates scor-
ing his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World
Cup Group E football match between Japan and Spain
at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha.

Germany players stand on the pitch at the end of the
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E football match between
Costa Rica and Germany at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al
Khor, north of Doha.

Starc, Cummins put Australia
in charge vs West Indies

Pakistan reaches 181-0 after
England out for record 657

Doha, Dec 02 (AP):

Australia’s players
speak in glowing, almost
reverential terms about
Lionel Messi. “He just
does things that, you
know, no one else can do,”
forward Mathew Leckie
said. Milos Degenek went
even further. “Probably,”
the Socceroos defender
said, “the best footballer
ever to grace the game.”

Imagine, then, how they’ll
be feeling on Saturday
when they share the same
field as Messi and his
Argentina team  in the last
16 of the World Cup.

These are pinch-your-
self times for a group of
unheralded players who
were expected to be on
their way home by this
stage of the tournament.
Yet here they are in Doha,
looking to cause the latest

upset in a World Cup that
has been full of them right
from the moment Saudi
Arabia shocked Argentina
in perhaps the most un-
likely win in the tourna-
ment’s 92-year history.

That set the tone for the
past two weeks, during
which Japan has beaten
both Germany and Spain,
Morocco has defeated
Belgium, Tunisia has
beaten France and, let’s
not forget, Australia has
stunned Denmark. The
Australians want to add to
that list. “No one expects
us to win,” Leckie said.
“So let’s shock the world.”
Don’t expect any compla-
cency among the
Argentina squad, though.
Not after what transpired
against Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the group stage. “We
know, at the moment,
everything is very diffi-
cult,” said Messi, who is
bidding to win the World
Cup in his fifth and likely
last attempt. “All the oppo-
nents are complicated. We
know it as well as any-
one.”

Pooja ruled out of T20
series vs Australia

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):
India allrounder Pooja
Vastrakar was ruled out due
to an injury as selectors on
Friday picked promising un-
capped left-arm pacer Anjali
Sarvani for the upcoming
five-match T20I series
against Australia beginning
on December 9 in Mumbai.

Pooja, who led India C
team in the Women’s T20
Challenger in Raipur, was
“ruled out owing to an in-
jury and was not considered
for selection,” said a state-
ment issued by BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah.

The 25-year-old Andhra
left-arm medium pacer
Anjali impressed with her
tidy bowling display in
Poonam Yadav-led India A’s
runners-up finish in the
Women’s Challenger earlier
last month. Anjali was ex-
ceptional against India D
and finished with figures of
2 for 11 from her three overs
to clinch them a final spot.
Overall, she bagged three
wickets from four matches
and returned with a tidy
economy rate of 5.50.

The Australia series will
also mark the return of
Maharashtra left-handed
allrounder Devika Vaidya
after more than four years.

Messi, Argentina try to avoid
World Cup upset vs Australia

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (L) forward Angel
Correa (C) and forward Lautaro Martinez warm-up dur-
ing a training session at the Qatar University in Doha.

Jackson stars in Saurashtra’s
Vijay Hazare triumph

Ahmedabad, Dec 02 (PTI):

Sheldon Jackson played
one of the most important
innings of his career, an
unbeaten 133, to guide
Saurashtra to their second
Vijay Hazare Trophy title
as they comfortably beat
Maharashtra by five wick-
ets in the final, here
Friday.

Saurashtra’s well-oiled
bowling unit led by its
skipper, tamed a formida-
ble batting line-up from
Maharashtra before old
domestic warhorse
Jackson’s unbeaten centu-
ry overshadowed national
contender Ruturaj
Gaikwad’s 108 to chase
down a target of 249 with
21 balls to spare.

“I think the toss did play
a crucial role, we were lag-
ging behind. It was 30-70
percent of advantage/dis-
advantage. After 30-40
overs, we were ahead.
Batting first, 250 was a
very good total,” Gaikwad
said after the match.

As Gaikwad rightly con-
ceded, that toss did be-
come one of the major de-
ciding factors as Unadkat
rightly put Maharashtra
into bat. At the onset, he
led the bowling show with
an exemplary opening
spell (6-1-5-0) in the
Powerplay after electing to
field as Gaikwad batted in
a painstakingly slow fash-
ion scoring 15 off first 61
balls. “(It is) unbelievable
and yet to sink in.

Winning one time is amaz-
ing but winning it second
time proves that we are a
champion side. Big game,
big guys stepped up,” the
champion skipper said at
the post-match presenta-
tion ceremony. While
Unadkat (1/25 with 41 dot
balls) was Saurashtra’s
bowling hero in the first 10
overs, keeping the danger-
ous Gaikwad under tight
leash, the last 10 overs of
the Maharashtra innings
belonged to all-rounder
Chirag Jani. The seam
bowling all-rounder’s 48th
over hat-trick (Saurabh
Nawale, Rajvardhan
Hagargekar and Vicky
Ostwal) did stop
Maharashtra from adding
at least 20 more runs.

History at FIFA WC! Frappart
leads trio of female officials

Spain’s midfielder #16 Rodri (R) takes part in a training ses-
sion at the Qatar University training ground in Doha.

NAVY DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Operational demonstration as part India Navy Day celebrations in Viasakhapatnam.

NGT directs Manipur government
to pay Rs 200 cr for improper solid

and liquid waste management
New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI): 

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has direct-
ed the Manipur govern-
ment to pay Rs 200 crore as
environmental compensa-
tion for improper manage-
ment of solid and liquid
waste. A bench headed by
chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said
remedial action cannot
wait for an indefinite peri-
od, nor loose-ended time-
lines without accountabili-
ty can be a solution.

It said the responsibility
of the state is to have a
comprehensive time-
bound plan with tied-up
resources to control 
pollution.

The bench, also com-

prising Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and expert mem-
ber A Senthil Vel, said it is
high time the state re-
alised its duty to the law
and to citizens and adopts
further monitoring at its
own level.

"Compliance of environ-
mental norms on the sub-
ject of waste management
has to be on high on priori-
ty," the bench said.

The tribunal said the
first change required is to
set up a centralised single
window mechanism for
planning, capacity build-
ing and monitoring of
waste management at the
state level.

It should be headed by
an officer of the rank of
Additional Chief

Secretary with representa-
tion from the departments
of Urban Development,
Rural Development,
Environment and Forest,
Agriculture, Water
Resources, Fisheries and
Industries, the tribunal
said.

Fixing accountability of
the state authorities for
the gap in sewage genera-
tion and treatment along
with the gap in solid waste
management, the tribunal
said: "We levy compensa-
tion of Rs 200 crores on the
state on the polluter pays
principle for its failure in
scientifically managing
the liquid and solid waste "

The amount may be
kept in a ring-fenced ac-
count to be operated as

per directions of the
Chief Secretary, the tribu-
nal added.

The funds available for
solid waste management
can be utilised for setting
up solid waste processing
facilities, remediation of
legacy waste and setting
up of sewage treatment
plants (STPs) and Faecal
Sludge Treatment Plant
(FSSTPs), the green 
panel said.

"Moreover, there are bet-
ter alternatives to utilise
the wet waste for compost-
ing at appropriate loca-
tions and the scale of ex-
penditure for STPs may be
reviewed in the light of re-
alistic expenses involved
in decentralised or tradi-
tional systems," it added.
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New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI): 

A Delhi court has ac-
quitted former Delhi min-
ister Rajender Pal
Gautam, AAP MLA
Durgesh Pathak and 36
others in a case of holding
protest against rising
petrol and diesel prices de-
spite prohibitory orders in
view of COVID-19 pandem-
ic in September 2020.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Vaibhav Mehta said the
prosecution failed to prove
beyond doubt whether the
prohibition order was duly
communicated to the pro-
testers before they were de-
tained and an FIR was reg-
istered.

The prosecution also
failed to prove that the ac-
cused persons were part of
the illegal gathering and
were present at the spot in
violation of the prohibito-
ry notification.

The court further ob-
served that it could be rea-
sonably believed that the
accused persons were not
aware of the notification
prohibiting large gather-
ing.

"There is no proof show-
ing that the accused per-
sons were informed either
by loudspeakers/ ban-
ners/ placards regarding
imposition of the prohibi-
tion issued under Section
144 CrPC prohibiting large
gatherings," the court said.

According to police, on
September 1, 2020 the ac-
cused persons had organ-
ised a protest in view of
rising prices of petrol and
diesel despite being ex-
plained that on account of
spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic, such kind of gath-
ering, protest, rally was
not allowed.

Police also submitted
that section 144 CrPC was
in force in entire Delhi and
such a gathering was not
allowed, however, the ac-
cused disobeyed the order.
Therefore, an FIR under
section 188 (Disobedience
to order duly promulgated
by public servant)/ 34
(common intention) of IPC
was lodged.

In its judgment passed
on November 25, the court
noted that the prosecution
did not place on record any
evidence to prove the fac-
tum of communication of
the prohibition order, and
there was no videography
or photographs placed on
record in that regard.

"The prosecution has
not placed on record any-
thing to show that public
address system was used
by the police to give any
warning to the public or to
show that the persons who
had gathered were ap-
prised about the imposi-
tion of section 144 CrPC
and in what mode and
manner this was commu-
nicated," it said.

Mangaluru, Dec 02 (PTI): 

Three teams of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) who have ar-
rived in the city, have start-
ed investigation into the
blast in an autorickshaw
in the city on November
19. Police sources said all
the documents relating to
the case with suspected
terror links have been
handed over to the NIA,
which officially took over
the investigation on
Thursday.

The case has been hand-
ed over to the NIA as per
the instructions of the
state DG&IGP Praveen
Sood, city police
Commissioner N Shashi
Kumar said. The prime ac-
cused in the case and ter-
ror suspect Mohammed

Shariq had already been
interrogated by the police
after his health condition
was stated to be stable by
the doctors, the commis-
sioner said.

Shariq had suffered 40
per cent burns in the blast
when the cooker bomb he
was carrying exploded in
the auto rickshaw at
Nagori on the outskirts of
the city. Police sources
said during questioning, it
was revealed that he had
received funds in his ac-
count from abroad. He had
opened an account
through dark web and by
converting the money into
rupee, he used to transfer
it to different accounts, the
sources said.

Police have also received
information that he had
credited amount to the

bank accounts of many
people in Mysuru. Based
on this, the police have
questioned over 40 persons
in Mysuru, sources said.
Meanwhile, Udupi district
superintendent of police
Hakay Akshay
Machhindra confirmed
the visit of accused Shariq
to the Sri Krishna mutt in
Udupi in October.

He told reporters in
Udupi that police have re-
ceived information during
his questioning and
Mangaluru police had
come to Udupi and held
further enquiries.
Machhindra said he had
held discussions with the
deputy commissioner on
the security to be provided
to the several temples in
Udupi district after the in-
cident in Mangaluru.

‘Geopolitics to become 
integral part of IT industry’

Kolkata, Dec 02 (PTI): 

Geopolitics will de-
fine business decisions
in the IT industry
going ahead, and com-
panies will have to
turn their focus on
real-time data to stay
ahead of the competi-
tion, said Amitabh Ray,
the managing director
of Ericsson Global
Services India.

Ray said geopolitics
can no more be over-
looked by IT companies
in the aftermath of the
Russia-Ukraine crisis
and the COVID-19 pan-
demic. "In the IT indus-
try, we were very happy
to keep ourselves away

from politics, but now
it will become an inte-
gral part of informa-
tion technology, be-
cause decisions about
places where we can do
business and with
whom will be driven by
geopolitics.

We have to adjust to
this," he told PTI on the
sidelines of a session
at INFOCOM 2022, an
IT event organised by
the ABP Group. The
senior company offi-
cial said business lead-
ership needs to be rede-
fined in today's times,
and a key aspect of
that is to take into ac-
count factors like
"nowcasting".

‘Cong only believes in stalling, delaying and misleading’
Ahmedabad, Dec 02 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
alleged that the Congress
only believed in 'atkana,
latkana aur bhatkana'
(stalling, delaying and mis-
leading), and said those
who looted poor people in
the country were now
abusing him for putting an
end to corruption.

He also alleged that the
previous Congress govern-
ments never showed any
interest in bringing the
Narmada river water to the
parched regions of Gujarat
as the party was only inter-
ested in doing those works
where there was scope to
indulge in corruption.

Modi was addressing a
rally in Kankrej village of

Banaskantha district,
where voting for the sec-
ond phase of Gujarat
Assembly polls will be held
on December 5. "Congress
only believed in 'atkana',
'latkana' and 'bhatkana'.
Elderly people from this re-
gion would tell you how
Congress governments
used to talk about bringing
Narmada water in this
parched region, but noth-
ing was done on that front
during their rule," he said.

The prime minister ac-
cused the Congress of try-
ing to stall the construc-
tion of the Sardar Sarovar
dam and supporting those
who delayed the project
through litigations, a
veiled reference to
Narmada Bachao Andolan
(NBA) activist Medha

Patkar. "Can people of
Banaskantha forgive those
who indulged in this sin of
stopping water from com-

ing here? Congress was re-
sponsible for keeping
Banaskantha thirsty. They
must be punished. I hope
you will not forget this dur-
ing polling," Modi said.

"Congress never shows
interest in those works
where their leaders do not
find any opportunity to
make money. Since they
used to get kickbacks in
the relief work wherein
people were given the task
to dig pits during drought,
Congress was not provid-
ing water. Because they
knew that if water is sup-
plied here, their illegal in-
come will stop," he alleged.

According to him, it was
the BJP government which
brought Narmada water
into this parched region
and promised that it will

reach those areas too
which were left behind.
The PM said his govern-
ment at the Centre had
pumped in nearly Rs 1 lakh
crore to finish as many as
99 water supply schemes
which were abandoned
across the country during
Congress rule.

Without taking names,
Modi said those who "loot-
ed" poor citizens are now
giving him 'gaalis' (abuses)
for putting an end to cor-
rupt practices, like can-
celling nearly four crore
fake ration cards. "Food
grains meant for the poor
were diverted somewhere
else. If you rob poor people,
Modi will take action. And
when such people are
caught, they start abusing
me," he said.

CBI gets Centre’s nod to seek LR for collecting evidence
on Nirav Modi’s brother-in-law,from Singapore

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI): 

The CBI on Friday told
the Supreme Court it has
got the Centre's go ahead
to move a Mumbai court
for issuance of letters
rogatory (LR) to a
Singapore court for ob-
taining evidence against
Mainak Mehta, the broth-
er-in-law of fugitive dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi,
who is an accused in the
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud case.

Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju, appear-
ing for the central probe
agency, told a bench com-
prising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice
P S Narasimha about the
Union home ministry
having granted it the
sanction to move the spe-
cial CBI court in Mumbai
for issuance of LR to a
Singapore court.

Letters Rogatory is a
document making a re-

quest through a foreign
court to obtain evidence
from a person living
under the territorial ju-
risdiction of the request-
ed court within the ambit
of Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty
(MLAT) and on the basis
of reciprocity if no such
treaty exists.

The law officer also
said the plea seeking is-
suance of LR will be filed
in the Mumbai court
within three working
days. The bench, which
had asked Mehta to write
to the banks, where his
accounts are being
probed by the CBI, and
seek the statements of
transactions, noted the
submissions of the law
officer and fixed the plea
of the probe agency for
hearing on December 14.

The CBI, through its
Director, Banking
Securities Fraud Branch,
Mumbai, has challenged

in the apex court the
August 23 order of the
Bombay High Court
which had allowed Mehta
to travel to Hong Kong
and stay there for three
months.

The CBI has been alleg-
ing Mehta received a
large sum of money si-
phoned off in the PNB
fraud which was trans-
ferred to his wife's bank
account.

Earlier, the top court
had decided to hear after
two weeks the CBI's plea
against the Bombay High
Court order allowing
Mehta to travel abroad.

"Banks have said that
the matter is being looked
into. Let the proceedings
be listed exactly after two
weeks when we will have
the status of the
progress," the bench said
in its order.

Senior advocate Amit
Desai, appearing for
Mehta, had said a com-

munication has been sent
to the banks seeking
statement of transac-
tions.

Desai said Mehta has
been cooperating with
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and was
made an approver in the
money laundering case
involving Modi, and now
he is being harassed by
the CBI.

The CBI, on the other
hand, said Mehta is relat-
ed to Neerav Modi, an ac-
cused in the multi-crore
rupees Punjab National
Bank (PNB) fraud case
and had not cooperated
fully in the probe.

On October 18, the top
court had asked the CBI
and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to sit to-
gether and share materi-
al with regard to the
money transactions and
disclosures made by
Mehta with each other.

The CBI had flagged is-

sues with regard to non-
disclosure by Mehta of
transactions in bank ac-
counts, including the one
based in Singapore, two
transactions of USD 8.9
million and USD 1.8 mil-
lion transferred by
Modi's father.

The probe agency had
said Mehta should share
the details with it after
which he might be con-
sidered for travelling
abroad.

The CBI has submitted,
Mehta a British citizen,
has given certain details
but not made full disclo-
sure with regard to the
said bank accounts and
there is apprehension
that he may not return to
India if allowed to travel
abroad.

It has alleged an
amount of USD 30 mil-
lion was sent by Modi,
which was diverted by
Mehta, and said it needs
to know the details.
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SC refuses to entertain plea
seeking waiver of enrolment

fees for transgender 
people as lawyers

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to entertain a plea
which sought the waiving of
registration fee for transgen-
der lawyers charged by the
statutory Bar bodies for enrol-
ment, saying such issues do
not fall under the parameters
of the judicial review. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justice P S Narasimha said
that the parameters of judi-
cial review did not allow con-
stitutional courts to pass or-
ders such as waiver of enrol-
ment fees. "You cannot say
that you do not charge an en-
rolment fee. Why just trans-
gender persons, why not ex-
tend this to women, disabled
and marginalised persons,"
the CJI asked. "You must un-
derstand the parameters of
judicial review." The bench
asked why only in the legal
profession, such fee waiver
should be extended to the
medical field also, and said it
would dismiss the plea. The
counsel for petitioner M
Karpagam then decided to
withdraw the petition.

Court fines police inspectors
for arresting innocent 
person in POCSO case

Mangaluru, Dec 02 (PTI): 

The second
Additional Fast-track
Special Court (POCSO
court) here has or-
dered two women po-
lice officers to pay a
fine of Rs 5 lakh for ar-
resting an innocent
person and keeping
him in judicial cus-
tody for one year in a
POCSO (Prevention of
Children from Sexual
Offences) case.

Judge K U Radhakr-
ishna, in his order, di-
rected sub-inspector P
P Rosamma and in-
spector Revathi of the
women police station
in the city to pay the
fine as compensation
to Naveen Sequeira,
who was acquitted by
the court in the case.

The judge ordered
also the State Home
Department secretary

to take legal action
against the erring
women police officers.

Sequeira was arrest-
ed on mistaken identi-
ty based on the state-
ment of the victim in
the case who men-
tioned the name of
Naveen as her tormen-
tor. The case was
slapped on Sequeira
by the sub-inspector
and was handed over
to the inspector
Revathi for investiga-
tion Subsequently, a
chargesheet was filed
against him.

During the hearing
and taking into cog-
nizance the argu-
ments of the lawyers
for Sequeira, the court
came to the conclu-
sion that Sequeira
was innocent and
slapped the fine on the
two erring police offi-
cers.

PM Narendra Modi ad-
dresses a BJP election

campaign rally ahead of
the second phase of vot-

ing of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Patan district, Friday.

Delhi court acquits ex-AAP Minister Rajender
Pal Gautam in case related to protest

NIA begins probe into Mangaluru blast



Nora reaches ED
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Actor Nora
Fatehi appeared before
the Enforcement
Directorate here on
Friday for a fresh record-
ing of her statement in
connection with an ongo-
ing money-laundering
probe against alleged
conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar and his
associates, official
sources said. Fatehi, 30,
has been questioned by
the federal agency in the
case a few times in the
past. The Canadian-born
artiste came to India
about seven to eight
years ago to work in the
Hindi film industry.

NCBC chairperson
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Union
minister Hansraj Ahir on
Friday vowed to work
towards the welfare of
backward classes after
assuming charge as chair-
person of the National
Commission for Backward
Classes. Speaking to PTI
shortly after taking
charge, Ahir said he saw
it both as a challenge and
a responsibility to bring
the backward sections of
society at a par with the
rest. “Keeping in mind
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s slogan of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas and
Sabka Vishwas’, I vow to
work towards the welfare
of the backward sections
of society,” he said.

Congress meet 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Top Congress
leaders will hold delibera-
tions on Saturday on the
party’s strategy to corner
the government during
the Winter session of
Parliament starting
December 7. Sources said
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge,
leader of the Congress in
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, chief whip of
the party in Rajya Sabha
Jairam Ramesh and
party’s chief whip in Lok
Sabha K Suresh will meet
at the residence of former
party chief Sonia Gandhi
on Saturday evening to
evolve the strategy.

Divyangjan awards
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  President
Droupadi Murmu will con-
fer national awards for
outstanding work
towards empowerment of
persons with disabilities
on the International Day
of Persons with
Disabilities on Saturday.
In a statement, the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment said
the awards will be hand-
ed over to individuals,
institutions, organisations
and state/district, etc.,
for their outstanding
achievements and work
towards the empower-
ment of Persons with
Disabilities.

YOUTH FESTIVAL

Students wearing traditional attires pose for photographs during the opening of
HP University Youth Festival, in Mandi, Friday.

CHILDREN POSE

Specially-abled children pose for the camera on the eve of International Day of
Persons with Disabilities at ‘School for Hearing Handicapped’ in Jammu, Friday.
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BRIEF

Bollywood actress Nora
Fatehi leaves the

Enforcement Directorate
(ED) office after being 

questioned regarding the
money laundering case

linked to alleged conman
Sukesh Chandrashekhar, in

New Delhi, Friday.
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RRaaiippuurr,,  DDeecc  0022  ((PPTTII))::    The ED
on Friday arrested Saumya
Chaurasia, a deputy secretary
rank officer posted in
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel’s office, in
connection with a money laun-
dering investigation into an
alleged coal levy scam in the
state, official sources said.
Chaurasia, considered a pow-
erful bureaucrat of the state,
was taken into custody under
the criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) post
her questioning by the federal
agency. The officer was taken
for a health checkup after the
arrest even as the local media
followed her along with the ED
team, escorted by CRPF per-
sonnel, to the court. The
agency had in October arrest-
ed Sameer Vishnoi, an IAS
officer of the state, and two

others, after conducting sev-
eral raids in the case. The
money laundering investiga-
tion, launched after the ED
took cognisance of a Income
Tax department complaint,
pertains to “a massive scam in
which illegal levy of Rs 25 per
tonne is being extorted from
every tonne of coal transport-

ed in Chhattisgarh by a cartel
involving senior bureaucrats,
businessmen, politicians and
middlemen.”

Baghel, last week while
speaking to reporters, stepped
up his attack on the ED, accus-
ing the probe agency of cross-
ing its limits and treating peo-
ple inhumanely in the state.

New Delhi/Aligarh, Dec
02 (PTI): A passenger on
board the Delhi-Kanpur
Neelachal Express died on
Friday after being im-
paled by an iron rod that
broke through a glass
window of the coach and
struck him in the neck, an
official said.

The freak accident took
place around 8:45 am be-
tween Danwar and Somna
in the Prayagraj division
of the North Central
Railway, the railway
spokesperson said.

“One person died in the
general coach by an exter-
nal object (iron rod)
which damaged the win-
dow. The train was
stopped at the Aligarh
junction at 09.23 hrs,” the
railway spokesperson
said. The deceased was
identified as Hrishekesh

Dubey (34), a native of
Sultanpur who was living
in Delhi. He was sitting by
the window when the iron
rod pierced his neck.

Sources said some work
was underway on the
tracks when the incident
happened.

“The incident occurred
some 35 kilometers before
Aligarh railway station.
The railway staff stopped
the train at Aligarh and
took Hrishekesh Dubey to
hospital where the doc-
tors declared him dead,”
Chief Public Relation
Officer (CPRO) of North
Central Railway (NCR)
Himanshu Shekhar
Upadhyay said.

“The body has been
sent for postmortem ex-
amination and a probe
has been ordered in the
matter,” the CPRO added.

Jagdalpur, Dec 02 (PTI):
Seven persons were killed
after some portion of a
limestone mine collapsed
on them at their village in
Bastar district of
Chhattisgarh on Friday,
police said. The deceased
included six women, they
said. The incident took
place in Maalgaon village
under Nagarnar police

station area, around 12 km
away from Jagdalpur, the
headquarter of the dis-
trict, a police official here
said. “The victims were
digging soil in the mine
when a part of it caved in,
due to which they got
trapped under the debris,”
he said. Soon after being
alerted about it, police per-
sonnel rushed to the spot

and launched the rescue
operation, he said. While
five persons died on the
spot, two others suc-
cumbed while they were
being shifted to a hospital,
he said.

As per the preliminary
information, only seven
persons were digging the
soil but the rescue work is
still underway, he added.

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):

The post-narco analysis
session of Aaftab Amin
Poonawala, the accused in
the Shraddha Walkar mur-
der case, was completed
within two-hours on
Friday, officials said.

A four-member team of
the Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) and the
investigating officer ar-
rived at the Tihar Jail in
New Delhi for a ‘post-test
interview’ with
Poonawala. The interview
in Central Jail No. 4 was
expected to start from 10
am and go on till 3 pm, but
it was delayed. The team
reached the prison around
11.30 am and the entire ses-
sion went on for about 1
hours and 40 minutes.
After the session,
Poonawala was informed
about the replies he gave
in his narco analysis test

on Thursday. This
arrangement was made as
per a court order in view
of the risks involved in his
transportation, the offi-
cials said.

Poonawala’s narco
analysis test, which went
on for more than two
hours at a Rohini hospital,
was completely successful.

Sources in the FSL had
earlier said the answers
the accused gave during
the narco test and a poly-
graph test held earlier
would be analysed, and he
would be informed about
his replies as well.

Poonawala, 28, allegedly
strangled his live-in part-
ner and cut her body into
35 pieces, which he kept in
a 300-litre fridge for almost
three weeks at his resi-
dence in south Delhi’s
Mehrauli before dumping
them across the metropo-
lis over several days.

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday directed the
Centre and the states to
file their responses on a
plea seeking directions
for a uniform standard of
healthcare for citizens in
line with the
Constitution by adopting
provisions of the Clinical
Establishments Act, 2010.

A bench of Justices B R
Gavai and Vikram Nath
granted four weeks to the
Union of India and the
state governments to file
their replies.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan,
Patients’ Rights
Campaign and K M
Gopakumar which had
also sought directions for
operationalising all the

provisions of the Act, as
well as Clinical
Establishment Rules,
2012 in order to ensure af-
fordable and quality
healthcare.

The plea had sought di-
rections for notification
and implementation of
the conditions for regis-
tration of clinical estab-
lishments such as obser-
vance of minimum stan-
dards, display of rates for
procedures and services,
compliance with the stan-
dard treatment protocol,
as provided in Sections 11
and 12 of the CEA read
with Rule 9 of the Rules,
2012.

The petition had also
sought directions that a
grievance redressal
mechanism be created for
the patients at the dis-
trict, state and national

level national level till
the lacunae in the CEA
are filled by a suitable
legislation.

The PIL said the duty
to provide healthcare to
citizens was put on the
government under
Article 47 of the
Constitution; however,
the public healthcare sys-
tem did not proceed as
conceived and treats only
30 per cent of the pa-
tients, while the rest are
treated by the private sec-
tor.

The petition contended
that the public healthcare
system suffers from a
lack of public health in-
frastructure and human
resources, non-availabili-
ty of medicines, lack of
public investment and
forced dependency on the
private sector.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0022  ((PPTTII))::

The CBI has busted a racket
of “sextortionists”, arresting
one who allegedly blackmailed
an economics professor at
California University into
shelling out USD 48,000 threat-
ening him with making public
his sexually explicit video chats
with a female gang member,
officials said. Based on infor-
mation received from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
of the US, CBI arrested Rahul
Kumar, a resident of Delhi’s
Asola, while the search for his
purported girlfriend who lured
the professor into sending
explicit videos on Facebook
chat is going on, they said.

The girl, who was chatting
through Facebook, had
befriended the economics pro-
fessor of a prominent universi-
ty on social media service chat
platform, they said. In conspir-
acy with her purported partner
Rahul Kumar, she diverted con-

versations towards sexual con-
notations, eventually asking
the professor to record and
send his sexually explicit video
on September 10, 2021, they
said. Once a video was
received, she told the profes-
sor that her boyfriend Rahul
had recorded the video, they
said.

The duo started blackmail-
ing the US-based professor
with threats to make send the
video to authorities in the uni-
versity and some prominent
US-based journalists, they said.

“Rahul, using his accounts
asolarahul@gmail.com and
rahulrana6585@gmail.com,
started sending extortionist
threats related to the sexually
explicit video chat to the pro-
fessor demanding money and
other valuable things from him
for deleting the video and
directed him to make the mon-
etary payments to his PayPal
account,” the CBI FIR has
alleged.

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):

The ransomware attack
on the servers of AIIMS
Delhi is a conspiracy and
planned by forces that are
significant, Minister of
State for Electronics and
IT Rajeev Chandrasekhar
said on Friday.

The servers of All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi,
have been out of order for
the 10th consecutive day
due to the ransomware at-
tack. “It is clearly a con-
spiracy and it has been
planned by forces that are
pretty significant. It is a
sophisticated ransomware
attack. We will wait for the
outcome of CERTin and
NIA (National

Investigation Agency) be-
fore we come to conclusion
on who is behind the ran-
somware attack,”
Chandrasekhar said. In a
ransomware attack, cyber-
criminals lock access to
data or a device and prom-
ise to unlock it after they
are paid the desired ran-
som. The Indian
Computer Emergency
Response Team within the
Ministry of Electronics
and Information
Technology, Delhi cyber-
crime special cell, Indian
Cybercrime Coordination
Centre, Intelligence
Bureau, Central Bureau of
Investigation, National
Forensic Sciences
University, National
Critical Information
Infrastructure Protection
Centre, and National
Investigation Agency, etc.
are investigating the cyber
attack.

ED arrests deputy secretary
Chaurasia in money laundering case

Poonawala’s 
post-narco session done

Seven killed as part 
of limestone mine collapses 

Man impaled by iron rod 
on board Delhi-Kanpur train

‘Ransomware attack
on AIIMS a conspiracy’ 
 Minister fears

planned by forces
that are significant

Uniform healthcare standard

SC directs Centre, states to file
responses on plea seeking directions 

CBI arrests one for blackmailing
US-based Economics Professor

Raipur, Dec 02:

Amid heated exchanges
between the ruling
Congress and the opposi-
tion BJP the Reservation
Amendment Bill in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly on the last day
of two-day special session
on Friday.

The state government
proposed to give 32 percent
reservation to the
Scheduled Tribe (ST), 13
percent to the Scheduled
Caste (SC), 27 percent to
the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) and four
percent to the
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS). With pas-

sage of the amendment
bill the group of ministers
met Governor Anusuiya
Uikey. The reservation
will come in force with im-
mediate effect after signa-
ture of the Governor.

Opposition’s proposal
for an amendment to give
16 percent reservation to
the SC category and 10 per-
cent to the EWS was not
accepted. The Chief
Minister made it clear that
if the population of SC cat-
egory comes to 16 percent

in the census, then their
reservation will be amend-
ed. This reservation is

being given according to
the Quantifiable Data
Commission.

Reservation bill passed unanimously
 32% reservation

for ST, 27% for OBC Minister, BJP MLA face off
Raipur: An altercation broke out between a minister and a BJP
MLA over two bills related to reservation tabled in the
Chhattisgarh legislative Assembly on Friday. The quarrel took
place between Minister Shivkumar Dahariya and BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar. However, some MLAs intervened and pacified them.
After Speaker Charandas Mahant adjourned the proceedings for
five minutes amid uproar in the House, Chandrakar and Dahariya
stepped into the well and had a minor quarrel. Earlier, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel tabled two bills related to reservation for
Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Caste, Other Backward Classes and
Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in government jobs and
admission in educational institutions in the House. Opposition
questioned how the Assembly can enact an Act related to reserva-
tion when a similar issue is sub-judice in the Supreme Court. Citing
the bypoll at the Scheduled Tribe (ST) reserved Bhanupratappur
Assembly seat scheduled on December 5, BJP members asked the
Speaker whether a discussion was held with the Election
Commission before introducing such a bill. Suddenly, Dahariya
made a comment which was not audible due to the noise in the
House, but MLAs Agrawal and Sharma reacted sharply to it.

Qutub row

Court to pass order on
review of intervention
application on Dec 12
New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):
A court here will on
December 12 pass an order
on the review plea to its
earlier order dismissing
an intervention applica-
tion on the Qutub Minar
row. The intervention ap-
plication, filed in an appeal
seeking the restoration of
Hindu and Jain deities in
an alleged temple complex
inside Qutub Minar, was
dismissed by the court on
September 20. The appli-
cant, Kunwar Mahender
Dhwaj Pratap Singh said
he was a necessary party
to the appeal. “Arguments
on the application of re-
view heard. Be listed for
order/clarification, if any,
on December 12, 2022,”
Additional District Judge
Dinesh Kumar said in an
order passed on Thursday.
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Bhilai, Dec 02: JLNHRC
of SAIL BSP celebrated
the World AIDS Day in
OPD block, with active
participation in form of
sisters, doctors, PG stu-
dents and nursing stu-
dents as well on December
01, 2022. CMO Dr Pramod
Binayake, Dr AD Banerjee
(ACMO), Dr Trinath Dash
(ACMO) welcomed the
guest of honour Dr
Nishant Meshram, State
Microbiologist, External
Quality Assurance,
Ministry of Health (CG).
Dr Nishant Meshram and
Dr Pramod Binayake in-
augurated the function
after lighting of the cere-
monial lamps. They visit-
ed the poster gallery and
overwhelmingly praised
the work done by students.

World AIDS Day is

being celebrated globally
on December 2022. This
year the slogan is
"Equalize". WHO is urg-
ing to address the inequal-
ities which are hindering
the progress in ending
AIDS. All have to work to-
gether in form of in-
creased availability, quali-
ty and suitability of serv-
ices, so that everyone is
served. There should be
no marginalization of
population, so that every-

one should be shown re-
spect and welcomed.

CMO Dr Pramod
Binayake emphasized on
the most effective anti
HIV regimen as recom-
mended recently by WHO
used globally, also made
available for those regis-
tered patients at JLN
Hospital. He also made
aware the common people
and health workers that
those medications if
taken meticulously, can

lead a normal lifestyle. He
further stressed that those
medications, once started
have to be taken lifelong.
He also thanked the Drug
district authorities in pro-
viding the diagnostic kits
and medications during
the COVID 19 pandemic.

Dr Nishant Meshram
also praised about the ex-
emplary contribution in
particular Respiratory
Deparment of JLN
Hospital during the

COVID-19 pandemic. In
principle he promised to
provide a CD-4 counter &
Link center for effective
management of HIV pa-
tients and follow up at
JLN Hospital premises at
the earliest.

Nursing superinten-
dent Shyla Abraham also
encouraged the nursing
students to present a skit
to spread awareness
among citizens and it was
highly appreciated. Dr AD

Banerjee conducted a
basic quiz competition in-
teracting with general
OPD attendees and pro-
vided general informa-
tion about HIV/AIDS to
general public and prizes
were distributed to the
winners.

Finally Dr P Mercy
(ACMO) presented the
vote of thanks. The AIDS
committee, JLNHRC
whole heartedly were
thankful to CMO I/C Dr
Ravindranath, CMO Dr P
Binayake, Department of
Skin, M & HS,
Department of blood
bank, Department of
Microbiology for their
kind support. Dr Raunak
Das & Dr Sonali Trivedi
from Respiratory medi-
cine also wholeheartedly
contributed to the suc-
cessful conduction of this
programme.

4055 participate in 
physical fitness test for 
Agniveer recruitment

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: On the
second day of the army
recruitment rally, the en-
thusiasm of youth to join
the defence forces was vis-
ible in Durg district. A
large number of youths
reached the army recruit-
ment venue to display
their physical stamina.
On the second day of
army recruitment, 6300
youths from 3 districts
had registered out of
which 4055 youths ap-
peared to participate in
the recruitment rally.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the arrange-

ments for the stay and food
of these youths have been
made by the administra-
tion and all the arrange-
ments are being continu-
ously monitored. Deputy
Director (Manpower
Planning) Rajkumar
Kurre said that all the
queries of the youth are
being resolved at the
Control Room.

Nodal officers are con-
tinuously monitoring the
situation and are immedi-
ately resolving the prob-
lems. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena is regularly visit-
ing the army recruitment
venue to take stock of the

facilities and is constantly
taking information about
the arrangements from
the nodal officers.

On December 3, the aspi-
rants from Balodabazar
and Mungeli will appear
in the recruitment
process; aspirants of
Bilaspur, Kondagaon,
Korea and Raigarh are
registered for December
04; Bijapur, Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Sukma,
Gariaband, Kabirdham,
Korba, Jashpur,
Rajnandgaon on
December 05 and aspirants
from Dhamtari and GPM
districts will participate in
the rally on December 06.

Durg Police launches Module#02 
action against online betting rackets 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Taking the
operations to second stage,
Durg Police has initiated
the Module 02 action
against the online cricket
betting rackets being con-
ducted through Mahadev
Book, Reddy Anna and
other mobile applications.
Police have initiated action
on the suspects, whose
bank accounts were being
used for transaction of
money.

It was found that the of-
fenders were using the
bank accounts of ignorant
people. Now the victim ac-
count holders are coming
forward without fear and
are sharing information
with the cops. In this se-
quel, police arrested a per-
son who had opened 20
bank accounts of his
labourers and was misus-
ing the accounts for trans-
action of the stake money
of Mahadev Book.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Command and Control

Centre in Sector 6, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed
that they are examining the
bank accounts which were
being used by the people
who were operating the
branches / panels of
Mahadev Book. In this se-
quel, police came to know
that the bank account of a
labourer Rajkumari
Thakur (33) wife of Ram
Prasad Thakur of BRP
Colony, Station Maroda
was also used for money
transactions.

On coming to know
about the incident, she
lodged a complaint at
Bhatti Police Station
against her employer Rohit
Sabarwal. She complained
that Rohit Sabarwal got her
bank account opened on
the excuse of depositing
the PF contributions. Later
he started misusing the ac-
count.

Taking the matter into
serious consideration, a
joint team of Anti-Crime
and Cyber Unit and Bhilai
Bhatti Police Station led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra

and Inspector KK
Kushwaha collected de-
tailed information from
the complainant
Rajkumari Thakur and
came to know that she has
been working as a daily
wage labour for the last 02-
03 years for the contractor
Rohit Sabarwal.

On May 13, 2020, the con-
tractor Rohit told them
that the PF money will be
credited into their account

and during the work in
Nehru Bhawan Sector 01,
the contractor called a
bank employee and some
other labourers to get their
accounts opened.

When she demanded the
bank passbook and ATM
from the contractor Rohit,
he did not give it to her. On
the basis of the informa-
tion received from the ap-
plicant, the accused Rohit
Sabarwal was taken into

custody.
During interrogation,

the accused confessed his
involvement in online
cricket betting. He dis-
closed that he was using
the bank accounts of the
labourers for conducting
money transactions of on-
line betting apps - Mahadev
Book and other apps.
Further action is being
taken from Bhilai Bhatti
police station.

The accused is identified
as Rohit Sabarwal (27) son
of Sandeep Sabarwal a res-
ident of 11/A, Chauhan
Town, Junwani, Bhilai.
ASI Purna Bahadur,
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Ruman
Sonwani, Chandrashekhar
Banjeer, Constable Pankaj
Chaturvedi, Shahbaz
Khan, Rajkumar Chandra,
Panne Lal, Upendra Yadav,
Sameem Khan from ACCU
and Sub-Inspector RD
Gendre and Sub-Inspector
BR Markam from Bhilai
Bhatti police station played
a vital role in arresting the
accused.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 03,  2022

World AIDS Day celebration at JLNHRCDistribution of assistive
devices to differently abled
persons in remote areas today
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Assistive
devices will be distrib-
uted to the Divyangjans
selected in the free trial
camp organised in the
Rowghat mine area of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
on December 03, 2022 at
Gram Panchayat Mahka
Khel Ground,
Narayanpur. In this
camp, 340 assistive de-
vices will be provided to
the 126 Divyangjans iden-
tified in the camp organ-
ised by Bhilai Steel Plant.

This camp has been or-
ganised by the Corporate
Social Responsibility de-

partment of SAIL-BSP
along with Government
of India in association
with Artificial Limbs
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Corporation of India
(ALIMCO), a Miniratna
PSU under the Ministry
of Social Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Government of India.

Bhilai Steel Plant in
collaboration with AL-
IMCO will provide tricy-
cle, wheelchair, crutches,
hearing aid, folding stick
for visually impaired,
and distribute equip-
ment like kit, tripod,
tetrapod, cervical collar,
knee base etc.

Low cost open farming to be practiced
for poultry farming in Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 02: Low Cost
Open Farming of poultry
is being practiced in
Gauthan of Birebhat.
The same model will be
implemented in all
Gauthans of the district.
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena, who visit-
ed Birebhat Gauthan on
Friday, praised the inno-
vations and gave instruc-
tions to implement the
same model in the entire
district.

Here, chickens are
being kept in an extended
shed in addition to the
hen shed. This provides
better space for them to
move around. The sun-
light improves their
growth as well. Along
with this, cultured Azolla
is being used here for fod-

der. In this, Azolla is pre-
pared by mixing some
parts of phosphate in
vermicompost, which en-
sures rapid growth.

Azolla is considered as
the best green gold feed
for chickens. With this
system, the SHGs are
making good income at
less cost. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan was also pres-
ent during the inspec-
tion. He instructed the of-
ficials to expand poultry
farming in all Gauthans.
SDM Brijesh Kshatriya
was also present.

Collector instructed to
make special efforts for
horticulture crops in
Dhamdha area. He saw
the production of vegeta-
bles in Gauthan of
Birebhat. He directed the
officials of the

Horticulture Department
to identify five acres of
land for dragon fruit cul-
tivation. Along with this,
after technical consulta-
tion, instructions were
given to plant other use-
ful crops.

The Collector said that
there is enough space in
the Gauthans and there
are possibilities of devel-
oping orchards. Fish
farming is also being
started in Gauthans by
biofloc method. The
Collector inspected the
Gauthans in Dhamdha
where biofloc infrastruc-
ture has been prepared.
Officials informed him
that fish farming will
start in the next fifteen
days. With this, the
groups will be able to
earn a net income of up
to Rs 1.5 lakh.

Collector reached the
paddy purchase center,
Gauthan, school and pan-
chayat building in
Nardha. He instructed to
increase the number of
higher secondary books
in the library. Increasing
the books related to the
course will facilitate the
children. Along with this,
he also inquired about
the progress of the syl-
labus.

The Collector was sat-
isfied with the status of
education. He also
reached the paddy pur-
chase center and in-
quired about the facili-
ties of the paddy pur-
chase center from the
farmers.

Collector reached
Jamul Ahiwara to in-
spect the road construc-
tion works. He instructed

the officials to complete
the road work by April.
He said that this is a very
important road and
hence its work should be
completed with quality
and on time. Along with
this, instructions were
given to report the
progress every month.

Collector also reached
the health center in
Murmunda. He inquired
about the status of insti-
tutional delivery. There
have been 180 deliveries
here in six months. He in-
teracted with the preg-
nant women. The women
informed him that all fa-
cilities are available at
the health centre. Proper
care was taken at the
time of delivery and
there is adequate
arrangement for food,
medicine etc.

Collector praises innovations at Birebhat Gauthan

Tattoo craft training 
camp organised in 

Nandori village
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Bhilai, Dec 02: Tattoo
craft training camp is
being organised by
Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant in col-
laboration with
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board at vil-
lage Nandori, Dhamdha,
Durg district.

In this camp, Triparna
Dasgupta, President
Bhilai Mahila Samaj along
with members of BMS
met and encouraged the
women participating in
the training.

Triparna Dasgupta,
President of Bhilai Mahila
Samaj; Neerja Kumari
Singh, Vice President;
Maitreyi Sutradhar,
Additional Vice President;
Praniti Mukherjee,
Additional Vice President;
Mauli Chakravorty,
Additional  Vice
President; Ratna Rani
Dokania, Secretary(BMS);
Gayatri Sahu, Treasurer
(BMS); Mou Ray, Dy

Treasurer (BMS) and
members of Bhilai Mahila
Samaj were present on the
occasion. At the outset, the
women receiving training
from Nandori village wel-
comed the guests by apply-
ing Tilak and giving them
bouquets.

Triparna Dasgupta,
President of Bhilai Mahila
Samaj while addressing
these women said that it is
a good thing that all of you
are learning nuances of
this art. This art is slowly
disappearing, and I'm glad
that you all can make a sig-
nificant contribution in
keeping the art form alive,
she said. This training
program will prove to be a
milestone in making this
art alive. I wish you a
bright future ahead, she
added.

Tattoo craft training is
being imparted by trainers
Biju Bawre, Sharad and
Nitin provided through
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board. This
training will last for 3
months. In this training
camp, 25 women benefici-

aries of village Nandori
are being trained. Women
undergoing this training
are being provided free
equipment along with
training and scholarship
at the rate of Rs 3000 per
month. This tattoo craft is
a special handicraft art
done on cloth and this
camp has been organized
with a view to develop it.

Corporate Social
R e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant has already or-
ganized a Bamboo art
camp at village Dundera
and a dry flower making
camp at village
Khamhariya. There is a
plan to organise training
camps for Jute craft and
Sheeshal craft in 3 villages
in the coming days.

Vivek Mishra and
Budhelal of CSR con-
tributed significantly in
successfully organising
these camps. The program
was compered by Rajni
Rajak of CSR Department
and the program was coor-
dinated by Vivek Mishra,
AM(CSR).



Co-op banks play an important role
in making WSHGs self-reliant: Yadav
Raipur, Dec 02: At
Chhattisgarh State
Cooperative Training
Institute, which is operated
by Apex Bank, a three-day
training on the topic of self-
help groups, farmer’s clubs,
and joint liability groups
was provided to the officers
and staff of the state’s coop-
erative banks.

The chief guest of the
training completion pro-
gram, Padma Shri recipient
Phoolbasan Bai Yadav stated
that the cooperative bank of-
ficers had received full sup-
port in their efforts to make
women’s self-help groups fi-
nancially independent. Self-
help groups and cooperative
banks have been compan-
ions in joy and grief and
have supported one another.

Presiding over the pro-
gram, Baijnath Chandrakar,
Chairman of Apex Bank,
stated that Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has higher faith in
cooperative banks. A cooper-
ative bank is a bank of farm-
ers. The Co-operative Bank is
making a lot of effort to meet
the farmers’ needs for agri-
cultural loans. Under the di-
rection of Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel, the amount
of assistance for agricultural
inputs is being continuously
transferred to the accounts
of farmers through coopera-
tive banks in the bank ac-
counts of villages, poor
farmers and agricultural la-
borers, tribals, and women of
Vananchal region, due to
which  there is happiness
among  the people. Bhupesh
Chandravanshi, DGM and
Director of the Training
Institute at Apex Bank, stat-
ed that training programs
for cooperative banks, pri-
mary service cooperative so-
cieties, and cooperative rep-
resentatives of the state will

be organized on a regular
basis by the training insti-
tute so that bank employees
can increase their skills and
ability in banking technolo-
gy We will make an effort to
arrange consistent high-
quality training in order to
make banking work more
practical and simple. On the
occasion of completion of
the training, the Deputy
Director of the training in-
stitute Mr. A. K. Lahre, Apex
Bank AGM Mr. Arun
Purohit, AGM Ajay Bhagat,
Manager CP Vyas, Accounts
Officer Prabhakar Kant
Yadav and training partici-
pants were present.

Collector, SSP conduct
inspection of Expressway 

Raipur, Dec 02: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
and Municipal
C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner  Mayank
Chaturvedi jointly visited
the expressway today to fix
traffic problem.

They inspected all over
bridges and under bridges
of the Expressway from
Fundahar Chowk to
Railway Station. Collector
Dr Bhure directed the offi-
cials of CGRDC to imme-
diately reconnect grill
along the expressway that
were broken illegally by
the colony residents for
the convenience of their
movement.

The Collector instructed
the officials of the traffic

department to install large
mandatory sign boards to
prevent wrong side move-
ment in the service road of
the expressway. He asked
the Raipur Municipal
Corporation commission-
er to immediately remove
the handcarts illegally in-
stalled near road junctions
at some places below the
bridge so as to ensure
smooth traffic.

He directed traffic DSP
Gurjit Singh to design traf-
fic rotary after survey of
places under bridges that
often witness traffic jam.
Collector Dr Bhure dis-
cussed with the officials
regarding the construc-
tion of 100-meter road par-

allel to the expressway
from the side of City
Center Mall to Pandri
Chowk to improve the traf-
fic system in Pandri. He
also directed for the
widening of the road lead-
ing from Devendra Nagar
Chowk to Muktidham.

Collector Dr Bhure di-
rected the officers to im-
prove the traffic system
soon by identifying those
places in the major routes
where traffic is obstructed
so that the city’s traffic
system can operate
smoothly. Officers of po-
lice and traffic and other
concerned departments
were present on the occa-
sion.

Raipur, Dec 02: “There
is no such thing as a
perfect family. Each
family keeps evolving
and faces its own set of
conflicts. This needs ac-
tive skills for building
better families,” says
Shivli Shrivastava, dur-
ing the ‘Building Better
Families’ workshop
held at On The Rocks,
Raipur. Shivli is a
Psychologist and CEO
of BetterSpace, central
India’s first startup for
mental health, sexuali-
ty, and disability.

On The Rocks, a
bistro and rock pub has
a speciality of not just
an ambient vibe for so-
cializing but also a co-
working and collabora-
tive space. This space
opened up an opportu-
nity to connect and
kickstart a series of
workshops in Raipur
which would address
mental health hiccups
including dealing with
the new year and festive

blues, coping with the
stress of presenting in
front of others, manag-
ing toxic friendships,
and voicing about our
failures.

Shivli brought to
light how families these
days are fumbling with
spending quality time
due to reasons like busy
schedules, addiction to
social media, or just not
being able to under-
stand each other. The
conversation took an in-
teresting turn address-
ing unspoken chal-
lenges within families
such as conflicts, anger,
and silent treatment
problems. The impor-
tance of maintaining
healthy boundaries for
improving the family
dynamics was also
highlighted. The
evening ended with a
question and answer
session where people
candidly shared their
struggles with family
relationships.

NIT Raipur flag off
Entrepreneurship Summit 2022 
Raipur, Dec 02:
Entrepreneurship Summit
2022 was flagged off by the
National Institute of
Technology Raipur on 2nd
December 2022 at Pandit
Dindayal Upadhyay
Auditorium. The E-Summit’22
is being conducted by the
Entrepreneurship Cell (E-Cell)
of NIT Raipur. E-Summit is
the flagship event of E-Cell
which is conducted annually
with the objective of bringing
together opportunities to build
and provide a platform for
young entrepreneurs to show-
case their idea to Venture capi-
talists and set them on the
road to the business world.

Anil Banchhor, MD and
CEO, RDC Concrete (India)
Pvt. Ltd. and an alumnus of
GEC Raipur (Batch 1984) was
the Chief Guest, and Dr. (Mrs.)
A. B. Soni, Director(I/C), NIT
Raipur was the Guest of
Honor at the inauguration cer-
emony of the summit.

Anil Banchhor in his ad-
dress talked about the impor-
tance of start-ups, and he in-
sisted that the audience work
hard for their passion, and be-

come job providers that will
add to the country’s economy.
This was followed by the
‘Utkrishth’, an event where
benevolent entrepreneurs
from rural and tribal areas
who have worked for the bet-
terment of society present
their innovative ideas was
graced by Dhawal Phadke
Sattviko, Co-founder of
‘Sattviko’.

Next on the schedule was
‘Entropy’, an event that aims
to facilitate young entrepre-
neurs by directly getting ad-
vice from the best people who
have had a first-hand experi-
ence with the obstacles of
Entrepreneurship.

The preliminary rounds of
the Crinometrica - Cricket
Auction also took place. ‘Start-
Up Expo’an event where about
25 startups pitched their busi-
nesses to the investors. Raaga -
The Music Club of NIT Raipur
and Raag Music Academy
mesmerized the audience with
their musical performances.
‘Aarohan’ Session on ‘Wall
Street’ which is a virtual stock
trading competition was the
last of the speaker sessions.

‘Provide best facilities to people in city’ 

Raipur, Dec 02: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure and Commissioner
of Municipal Corporation
Raipur and MD of Smart
City Limited Mayank
Chaturvedi jointly in-
spected the development
works being done by
Municipal Corporation
and Smart City Limited
today. They instructed the
officers to speed up all the
construction works. City
residents should be given
best facilities with com-
pletion of all the quality
works at the earliest, they
emphasized.

Collector Dr Bhure di-
rected to speed up the
work of paver blocks in
the pathway being con-
structed at Marine Drive
of Telibandha pond. He
inspected the commercial

complex being built in
Shastri Market. Officials
of Smart City Limited
said that a 4-storey com-
mercial complex was
being constructed at
Shastri Market at a cost of
over Rs 17 crore. The com-
plex will have 21 shops in
each floor and a basement
parking. The entire con-
struction work is likely to
be completed by June 23.
The Collector directed the

officers to expedite the
work so that it could be
completed within the stip-
ulated time period.

Collector and Municipal
Commissioner reached
Maharajbandh Talab and
inspected the ongoing
works there. They in-
structed the officers to
start the construction
work of 3 MLD capacity
STP for purification of
water besides taking steps

to remove encroached
house on the pond. The
Collector also directed the
officials regarding the
work of drain divert up to
Kailashpuri slope in
Budha Talab. Excavation
work for drain divert has
been started. The
Collector instructed to
complete the cross build-
ing work under construc-
tion at Budha Talab with-
in the time period.

Collector Dr Bhure in-
spected the vending zone
set up at Interstate Bus
Stand Bhatagaon where
more than a hundred
shops have been built. The
shopkeepers of Pandri
bus stand will be shifted to
inter-state bus stand
Bhatagaon. The Collector
instructed to complete all
the works like finishing,
drain work, drain cover,
path way, electricity, wear
and tear, painting etc. at
the earliest.

Collector and Municipal
Commissioner inspected
the Youth Hub Vending
Zone being built near
Science College. The col-
lector asked all the con-
cerned to complete the
work of this project before
31st December. As many
as 60 shops are being built
at Youth Hub Vending
Zone. The Collector in-
structed to carry out all
the works like lighting,
parking and gardening
etc. in a systematic man-
ner. He told officers to pre-
pare a plan for allotment
of shops.

Better financial mgmt, discipline has strengthened
the economic status of Ch’garh: CM

Raipur, Dec 02: In today’s
session of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly, the
second supplementary
budget of Rs 4337.75 cr for
the financial year 2022-23
was passed with voice
vote. The main budget for
the year 2022-23 is Rs 1.40
lakh crore. Including the
first and second supple-
mentary, now the size of
the state budget has in-
creased to Rs 1 lakh 11
thousand 242 crore. Under
the second supplementary
budget, out of the total ex-
penditure of Rs 4338 cr,
revenue expenditure has
been kept at Rs 3,749 crore
and capital expenditure at
Rs 589 cr.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said that
the state’s economic status
has significantly strength-
ened as a result of the bet-
ter financial management
and strict financial disci-

pline. Till the month of
October this year, the state
had a revenue surplus of
Rs 898 cr. The revenue re-
ceipts of the state are
more than 18% as com-
pared to the Centre. The
income and purchasing
power of the farmers, la-
borers and women of the
state have significantly im-
proved as a result of the fi-
nancial aids and public
welfare schemes of the
state government. He said
that in the first eight
months of the current fi-
nancial year (from April to
November), we have not
taken any loan from the
market, whereas till
November, capital expen-
diture of more than Rs
6000 cr was done from the
resources of the state.

Chief Minister said that
in the budget of the year
2022-23, the revenue re-
ceipts of the state are esti-
mated at Rs 44,500 cr,
against which Rs 25,228 cr
have been received till the
month of October and
there is a possibility of the
revenue increasing fur-
ther. He said that Rs 44,573
crore revenue receipts are
estimated from the center,
against which only Rs
21,332 crore has been re-
ceived till the month of
October. This shows that
the revenue receipts of the

state are more than 18% in
comparison to the center.
Chief Minister said that
with the better financial
management and strict fi-
nancial discipline, we
were successful in main-
taining a revenue surplus
of Rs 4,642 crores in the
last year 2021-22. Till the
month of October this
year, there was a revenue
surplus of Rs 898 cr.

While presenting the
budget, Chief Minister
said that a provision of Rs
950 cr has been made for
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana (RGKNY), Rs 129 cr
for Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomihin Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana
(RBKMNY) in the second
supplementary year 2022-
23. Necessary provision
has been made for the con-
struction of 47 urban and
rural roads and bridges
with Rs 200 cr for the re-
pair and renovation of
state highways, main dis-
trict roads, rural roads
built under the Public
Works Department.

Provision of Rs 250 cr
under Dr. KBHAS

Chief Minister said that
in the second supplemen-
tary budget, a provision of
Rs 250 cr has been made
under Dr. Khubchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme ( KBHSA), Rs 200

cr under National Health
Mission, and Rs 25 cr for
Mitanin Welfare Fund.
Similarly, many important
provisions have been
made for expansion and
strengthening of health fa-
cilities in urban and rural
areas. 66 posts will be cre-
ated while upgrading
Raipur Mana’s 30-bed hos-
pital to 100-bed hospital. In
the second supplementary
budget, a provision of Rs
50 cr has been made for
chickpea supply under
Antyodaya Anna Yojana,
Rs 34 cr for rice fortifica-
tion scheme, Rs 70 cr for
construction of godowns
in 700 primary agricultur-
al credit co-operative soci-
eties with the help of

NABARD. Necessary pro-
vision has been made for 3
thousand 736 new posts for
the District Strike Force
formed for the eradication
of Naxalism in Bastar re-
gion.

Chief Minister said that
in addition to the con-
struction of joint district
office buildings in 5 new
d i s t r i c t s - S a k t i ,
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Sarangarh-
Bilaigarh, Mohla-Manpur-
Ambagarh Chowki and
K h a i r a g a r h -
Chhuikhadan-Gandai dis-
tricts, new Deputy
Director Agriculture of-
fices will also be built
there. The new supple-
mentary budget also in-

cludes the provision for
165 new posts for the estab-
lishment section of
Horticulture department
and 145 new posts for the
new Deputy Director
Horticulture Office. He
said that 5 new horticul-
ture colleges would be es-
tablished at Kotwa,
Sitapur, Chirmiri,
Ramanujganj and Chapka
and new agriculture col-
leges at three places in-
cluding Pratappur and

Shankargarh.
Chief Minister in-

formed that Rs.300 crore
has been earmarked for
CAMPA, Rs.16 crore for
Tendupatta Collector
Social Security Scheme,
Rs.100 crore for Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar Smart
City Corporation Limited,
Rs.100 crore for mainte-
nance of roads under
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana. A provision
of Rs 6.49 crore has been
made for the reimburse-
ment of state share under
Prime Minister Rural
Housing Scheme.

Giving information
about the provisions made
in the second supplement
for urban development and
drinking water, Chief
Minister said that Rs 700
crores have been provi-
sioned under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana
(Urban), Rs 70 crores under
Chief Minister’s Urban
Slum Health Scheme, Rs 20
crores for Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, Rs 28 crores
under the Smart City
Mission scheme, Rs 20
crores provisioned for the
water augmentation
scheme of urban bodies, Rs
60 crores for the grant of
stamp and registration fee
to the urban bodies and an
additional amount of 300
crores in the state share

under the Jal Jeevan
Mission scheme.

Decision to waive 
examination fee

Chief Minister said that
the state government has
decided to waive off the ex-
amination fees for the can-
didates appearing for state’s
competitive examinations
conducted by the Public
Service Commission and
Professional Examination
Board. For this, a provision
of Rs 2.50 cr has been made
for the commission and Rs
10 cr for reimbursement of
expenditure to the
Professional Examination
Board.

Complementary 
provision of Rs. 5 cr 

for providing subsidy 
on the sale of electric

vehicles
In the second supple-

ment, extra provision has
been made for a comple-
mentary Rs. 5 crore subsidy
on the sale of electric vehi-
cles under the Electric
Vehicles Policy 2022, Rs. 6
crores 34 lakh for the con-
struction of way bridge for
the resolution of overload-
ing problems in automo-
biles, and Rs. 8 crores for re-
quired safety equipment for
Bilaspur, Jagdalpur, and
Ambikapur airports con-
structed under the state’s
regional connectivity
scheme.
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To fix traffic problem 
A 100-mtr road to be
built parallel to the
Expressway from the
side of City Center Mall
to Pandri Chowk

Collector to RMC, RSCL
officials
Instructs to speed up
development work and
complete it with quality
at earliest

Govt did not take any
loan from the market in
the current FY
Second supplementary
budget of Rs 4337.75 cr
for the FY 2022-23
passed with voice vote
in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly

 Revenue surplus of
Rs 898 cr till Oct
due to better finan-
cial mgmt

 Income and pur-
chasing power of
all income groups
of the state has sig-
nificantly
improved

 Provision of Rs 950
cr for Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana

 Provision of Rs 129
cr for Rajiv Gandhi
Rural Landless
Agricultural
Laborer Justice
Scheme, Rs 31 cr
for Half Electricity
Bill Scheme

Speaker’s tribute to
first President 

Dr Rajendra Prasad
Raipur, Dec 02: Speaker
of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Dr
Charandas Mahant today
remembered first
President of Independent
India Bharat Ratna Dr
Rajendra Prasad on his
birth anniversary on
December 3.

Paying tribute to Dr
Rajendra Prasad the
Speaker said that Dr
Prasad was decorated with
the highest post of the
President of the country
after the constitution was
implemented in 1950, 3
years after independence.

Dr Rajendra Prasad was
a great personality with
honest, loyal and high
thoughts and he dedicated
his whole life in the serv-
ice of the nation, said Dr
Mahant.

Dr Rajendra Prasad ji
was a very calm and
serene politician, who be-
lieved in the policy of sim-
ple living, high thinking,
Dr Mahant said and added
that Dr Prasad was greatly
influenced by the thoughts
of Mahatma Gandhi.

‘We aren’t born into perfect
families, but we can make

them better’

Huge lot of valid, expiry 
medicines found dumped !

KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  DDeecc  0022::  Large quantity
of medicines in prohibited area in
Bhoramdev sanctuary, about 22
kms from the district headquar-
ters of Kawardha has created sen-
sation and there is big question on
the fact whether it has been
thrown by the naxalites or is the
work of careless employees of
Health department or it belonged
to gang of drug addicts, who gen-
erally uses such cough syrups and
medicines during winter season
for intoxication and anti-biotics as
well. These drugs include
Bromaxin Hydrochloride,

Paracetamol, Promathjin, multi-
Vitamin syrups, Erithromycin, and
others.

This bunch of medicine with
seal and mark of CGMSC, which
supplies medicines to govern-
ment hospital and clinics, has
been recovered about 22 kms
from district Hq’s Kawardha in
prohibited area of Madaghat
sanctuary on Kawardha-
Rengakhar route. These medi-
cines and syrup has been thrown
out in the open and it includes
Mutolytic Syrup Bromaxin
Hydrochloride with Batch No.
BHS 20048 and having mfg date of
12/2020 and expiry of 5/2023.
There are chances that this lot of
medicines generally meant for
patients has been deliberately
thrown in the jungle area just to
meet up the consumption target.
The market is buzzing with con-
troversies related to such drugs

found in naxal affected areas and
this includes many empty bottles
of syrup as well.

As per information from
sources, these medicines and
syrups is sent by government
institution CGMSC to be distrib-
uted to patients with cough and
fever problems admitted in the
government hospitals. It is also
possible that the district or clinic
in which these medicines are dis-
tributed are also with the
Mitanins, ANM and female health
workers, who generally distrib-
utes it to pregnant women free of
cost. 

Now the pertinent question
arising here is from where these
medicines worth lakh have been
dumped and that too in prohibited
area of Madagaht sanctuary.
People say that either it can be
due to carelessness on part of
health employees of the health
department and it got expired and
before they face any charges, it
has been dumped in the jungle
area and covered with dry leaves,
so that no inquiry takes place.
People of the region questioned
as to what action will be taken on
the responsible employee who
has thrown such costly medicines
in the jungle and it could have
come handy for many patients.

When CHMO Dr Sujoy
Mukherjee was contacted in this
regard, he refused to comment 
on it.

CBSE far East Region Judo competition grandly inaugurated at KPS

Raipur, Dec 02: CBSE
Inter School Games and
Sports Cluster-II-Judo
was inaugurated today at
Krishna Public School,
Kamal Vihar, Dunda,
Raipur. The CBSE Far
East Zone Judo
Competition will be held
from 2nd December 2022
to 4th December 2022 and
will see 169 children from
27 schools from Assam,
Odisha, West Bengal and
Chhattisgarh competing
in various rounds. This
competition is being
played between boys and
girls of different ages and
weight categories.

The competition was

inaugurated with the
lighting of the lamp by
C h h a t t i s g a r h ’ s
International weightlifter
Rustam Sarang,
Executive Director of
KPS, Raipur Region
Ashutosh Tripathi and
Principal of KPS Raipur
Priyanka Tripathi,
Competition Director S.R.
Soni, International
Referee Kiran Sharma,
International Organizing
Specialist Sheikh Sharif
and officials of CBSE .
During this, the children
and teachers of Krishna
Public School gave a
grand welcome to the
children and guests of
various schools who
came to participate in the
competition with thun-
derous applause. Also, all
the guests were welcomed
by the school manage-
ment by presenting them
with bouquets.

During this, the school
children presented a won-
derful example of the tra-
dition of Atithi Devo
Bhava through their wel-
come song and dance.
During the program
Ashutosh Tripathi,
Executive Director, KPS,
Raipur in his welcome
speech thanked the
guests, CBSE officials and
all the school managers
for attending the pro-
gram. During this he said
that Judo is not just a
sport it is a lifestyle, and
it is a combination of the
right attitude. He said
that all people, especially
youth who share the val-
ues of Judo, are in good
physical shape, have
sharp minds and show ex-
cellent results in their
studies. They all deserve
praise. He said I hope all
of you will give your best
performance to bring lau-

rels to your school, and
your parents.

Chhattisgarh’s interna-
tional weightlifter
Rustam Sarang, who was
present as the chief guest
at the inauguration, duly
announced the start of
the competition. During
this, he told in his address
how children can bring
laurels to the country
with their lives through
sports. He said that such
competitions would lay
the foundation for the
bright future of the chil-
dren. Discipline and
sporting spirit will not
only develop physical
ability in children but
will also inculcate in
them the desire to bring
laurels to society and the
country through sports.
During this, he also gave
important tips to the chil-
dren to know and under-
stand the nuances of the

game closely. During the
program, an oath was
also administered by the
dignitaries to all the play-
ers involved in the compe-
tition to play with the
spirit of sportsmanship.
Also, all the guests who
attended the program
were honoured by
Krishna Public School
with mementoes. During
this, all the players took
out a march past and
showed their discipline
and sportsmanship.
Kiran Sharma, Sheikh
Sharif, Vijay Nag, Shweta
Vijay Nag, Rahul
Sharma, Parichay
Mishra, Sudarshan
Nirmalkar, Rahul Kumar
Bharti, Yashwant Dhruv,
Rahul Sharma, Madhu
Rani, Anmol Singh,
Shravan Sharma, Harsh
Dubey, Rekha Gade and
Anu Upadhyay were
mainly present.

Bemetara MLA becomes part of ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’
Bemetara, Dec 02:
Bemetara MLA Ashish
Chhabra joined the Bharat
Jodo Yatra started by
Rahul Gandhi in Mau dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh
recently. It is notable here
that this Yatra was started
from Kerala and has so far
covered 2500 kms. During
this, MLA Ashish
Chhabra warmly greeted
Rahul Gandhi mid-way of
Yatra and informed him

about the development
works being done in
Chhattisgarh Bemetara
Assembly Constituency.
Rahul Gandhi also lis-
tened seriously to the

words of MLA Ashish
Chhabra and wished him
best wishes for the ongo-
ing development work.
Bharat Jodo Yatra has
been started in the name
of bringing everyone back
into one thread, which is
getting huge public re-
sponse with the people of
India, and this Yatra is
going to prove to be a mile-
stone in the history of
India, he added.

Poster released for first national
convention and workshop 

Bijapur, Dec 02: The re-
demption of poster for
the first national con-
vention and workshop
of Humanity Revolution
to be held in Bikaner,
Rajasthan, was released
today by Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
of Bijapur today. Global
Humanity Change
Maker Award
Ceremony 2023 will be
held from March 11-13,
2023, in Bikapur in
Rajasthan.

This program is being
organized by
Rashtrahit Foundation
and Parhit Seva Samiti
Trust (PSST) Bikaner
(Rajasthan) with the in-
spiration of ex-service-

man Mevasingh
(Nursing Officer).
Bijapur’s social worker
and businessman Raju
Gandhi said that select-
ed social workers from
780 districts of all
states of India, 314
tehsils of Rajasthan
and all over 200 coun-

tries of the world are
being invited in this
programme.

Yogesh Sharma,
Kamal Maurya,
Amendra Thakur, Ajit
Lambadi and other dig-
nitaries were present
during the redemption
poster release.

Collector comes to rescue of youth
planning for competitive exams

Bijapur, Dec 02:
Continuous efforts are
being made by Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara to
improve the education sys-
tem in the district. At the
same time, he is very sen-
sitive about the future of
the educated youth and its
example is clearly visible
with smile on the face of
the youth.

Generally all youth
dreams of becoming a big
officer after being educat-
ed, but if we talk about
Bijapur, it is the most re-
mote district of
Chhattisgarh, wherein
there are settlements be-
tween mountains, forests
and valleys, because of the
distance and most of the
youths are from tribal
communities who are not
financially capable. Being
aware of all these circum-
stances, they are not able
to fulfill their dreams due
to poverty and therefore

free coaching centre has
been started at Bijapur
headquarter to realize the
vision of a better future
for the youth.

The enthusiasm of the
youth was seen when
more than 400 applications
were received in the initial
stages. Their pre-test was
taken and 200 people were
selected for free coaching.
They are being prepared
for the examinations con-
ducted by Public Service
Commission, Vyapam,
Railway, Bank and Staff
Selection Commission and
others.

Youth from remote
areas like Bhairamgarh,
Usur, Awapalli and
Bhopalpatnam are taking
coaching-

Apart from Bijapur, par-

ticipants from remote
areas like Bhairamgarh,
Usur, Awapalli and
Bhopalpatnam are joining
the coaching centre, par-
ticipants say that they give
PSC and Vyapam exams,
but due to lack of prepara-
tion and guidance, the re-
sult is always disappoint-
ing, but now we are getting
guidance through well
trained teachers and we
are enjoying our studies,
surely, we will be able to
succeed this time.

Vikas Kumar, Roshni
Amberdkar, Mangalu
Telam and Chanchal Patel
said that it is very helpful
for the youth of local and
rural areas, especially for
the students who are not
able to study abroad, it is
a golden opportunity for

them. We applied for the
coaching centre to the
Collector, he also assured
us and today we got the
coaching centre with
more facilities than we
thought, for which we
thank the Collector.

On the occasion of the
inauguration of the free
coaching centre,
Collector Rajendra
Kumar Katara said that
the educated youth in the
district will pave the way
for their future. Many
participants from here
have also been successful
in exams like PSC, but
due to lack of success on
a large scale, there was
lack of preparation at the
local level for competitive
exams. For which the dis-
trict administration has

arranged a free coaching
centre where 200 students
are being coached by
trained teachers. In fu-
ture the number of stu-
dents and facilities will
be increased further.

On this occasion
Dinesh Kumar Netam,
Assistant Director Public
Relations, told the stu-
dents about Janman, a
monthly magazine pub-
lished from Chhattisgarh
Public Relations, that
fact-based Janman maga-
zine is very useful for
competitive exams and
every month Janman is
published for the prepa-
ration of students of
coaching institutes.
During this,
Chhattisgarh Model
Book of Justice based on
the achievements of the
district along with
Janman Patrika was dis-
tributed.

Joint Collector Suman
Raj told that according to
the convenience of the
students, they are study-
ing in the college in the
morning shift and for the
students coming from
outside in the afternoon
shift, in this way classes
are being conducted in
two shifts according to
the convenience of the
students.

DAV Public School celebrate
its 33rd Foundation Day 

Bacheli, Dec 02: On 1st
December 2022, DAV
Public School, Bacheli,
celebrated its 33rd
Foundation Day with
zeal and reverence by or-
ganising a special ‘Vedic
Hawan’. Amidst Vedic
mantras, the final obla-
tion was poured by the
Principal Dr. Chetna
Sharma and her team.
The special guest for the
day was Dharmendra
Acharya DGM (Pers.)
BIOM Bacheli Complex
cum Nominee Chairman
DAVPS Bacheli. The
guests  of honour were
B. Venkateshwaralu
CGM (Prod.) and  P. Naik
CGM (IE).

The Principal wel-
comed the distinguished
guests with a floral bou-
quet each. In her wel-
come address, she high-
lighted the ideals of
Swami Dayanand
Saraswati and of DAV
movement. She present-
ed the glimpses of vari-

ous achievements the
school had achieved till
date and expressed her
gratitude to the NMDC
Management for the
timely support, concern
and motivation as well.
All the distinguished
guests in their oration
quoted that, “The school
should nurture both sci-
entific temperament and
spiritual responsibility”.
They even praised the
timely achievements
and the team spirit of
the Principal, Staff and
Students and blessed the
DAVians to come out
with flying colours in all

the endeavours.
The shining stars of

DAVPS Bacheli show-
cased a rainbow of very
short cultural pro-
gramme which included
Welcome Song, Classical
Dance and Bastar
Adivasi Folk Dance. The
blend of cosmic tune
and divine music filled
the entire atmosphere
with grace and bliss.
And it showcased the
unity and harmony of
the DAVians. The an-
choring part of the gra-
cious event was success-
fully done by Mary
Joseph.

Study of Indian knowledge tradition will get
a new dimension: Prof Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Dec 02: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University), Prof. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal and
Prof. Baidyanath Labh,
Vice-Chancellor of Nava
Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University)
University, Ministry of
Culture, Govt. of India,
signed an MoU between
the two institutions.

On December 02, 2022,
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal,
while signing the MoU,
said that in India’s glori-
ous, distinguished, and
dignified knowledge tradi-
tion, Nalanda has had spe-
cial importance reaching
out to the global spiritual
and academic world.
Through this MoU be-

tween the two institutions,
he said, the study of
Indian knowledge tradi-
tion will get a new dimen-
sion, through which
India’s re-establishment as
a world guru in the global
scenario can be envisioned
and realized.

Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that both
the higher educational in-
stitutions have laid special
emphasis on starting post-
graduate level PG pro-

grams in the coming time
to promote the study of
Yoga and Vipassana. He
added that one can find a
convergence of various ele-
ments of our ancient
Indian literature and cul-
ture in Nalanda. Most of
the texts of Buddhist liter-
ature are available in Pali
language, which will be
translated into other
Indian languages and the
work of promoting and dis-
seminating them will also

be done under this MoU.
On this occasion, Vice-

Chancellor Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal ex-
pressed the hope that that
through this MoU, teachers
and researchers of both
the institutes will be able to
work together on subjects
like research, analysis, and
innovation. Under this
MoU, national and interna-
tional seminars, work-
shops and academic meet-
ings will be organized
jointly. In the National
Education Policy 2020, edu-
cation along with charac-
ter development and spiri-
tual development has been
conceptualized as the basis
for the all-round develop-
ment of the youth. Under
this concept, education is
seen as crucial means for
imparting the basic foun-
dations of ancient India’s
glorious cultural heritage
and progress.

Prof. Baidyanath Labh,
Vice-Chancellor, Nava

Nalanda Mahavihara
(Deemed University)
University, Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India said that this MoU
will help both the institu-
tions to develop and pre-
serve the language, cul-
ture, and historical knowl-
edge tradition of the na-
tion. He appreciated the
process adopted by
Professor Chakrawal
under Guru Ghasidas
Central University’s inno-
vative scheme Swavalambi
Chhattisgarh to make
youth self-reliant on the
basis of entrepreneurship
development, skill develop-
ment, and value-based edu-
cation.

Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara University
(Deemed to be University)
is a modern institution lo-
cated in Eastern India,
which is famous all over
the world for the study and
research on Buddhism
and Pali language.
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In Madaghat sanctuary
on Kawardha-
Rengakhar route
Points fingers towards
department, naxalites
and drug users as well

Ch’garh’s int’nl
weightlifter Rustam
Sarang told children
the importance of
sports in life

Free coaching centre
available for selection
on various posts like
Deputy Collector, DSP
Youth of remote area
got relief from future
worries by district
coaching centre

MoU signed between
CU and Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara University

 Of Humanity
Revolution



Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 02: As
per instructions by
Principal of Govt Kunj
Bihari Choubey College of
Lal Bahadur Nagar- Dr RK
Thakura, Red Ribbon Club
and NSS jointly organised
variety of competitions to
create public awareness
against AIDS on occasion
of World AIDS Day here
on Thursday.

This was done so that
more and more people
are aware about this
virus. Apart from this
Rangoli, Poster and Quiz
competitions were also
organised in the College
and the students through
their art work and pres-
entation created aware-
ness.

In the Rangoli compe-
tition, Dhananjay of MA
(I) secured first place;
Sakun Nishad of BSc-
(III) came 2nd; in the
Quiz competition-
Darshana Valde of BSc-I-
came first; Ved Prakash
of BSc(II) came second;
in the elocution- Puja
Dewangan of BSc(I)

came first; Pancham of
MA-I came second along
with Ashish.

Red Ribbon Club in-
Charge Arun Kumar Sahu
gave information to stu-

dents about
AIDS and HIV
virus and also
about its preven-
tion. In this sen-
ior lecturers of
College viz. Dr
AR Dhruv, Prof.
M a n o h a r
Bokade, Prof. BR
Chandravanshi,
Prof. Hemlata
Gaikwad, Sonal

Nagvanshi, Reena Salame,
Usha Sonwani, Suryakant
Verma, Jamin Dewangan,
Rupesh Bansod, Kamlesh
Yadav and others were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Dec 02: In a com-
bined raid by the Revenue,
Mineral and Police
Department against illegal
coal storage as per instruc-
tions by the District
Collector Sanjeev Jha, a
total of 40 MT of coal was
seized from two places.
Behind the Khan Dabha in
Kartala, around 10 MT of
illegally stored coal was
seized from the backyard
and around 30 MT of coal
was seized from the resi-
dential premises of
Virendra Singh of
Champa.

During inspection in
Kartala, the labourers pres-
ent behind dabha managed
to escape. From Kartala, a
vehicle loaded with truck
and four motorcycles were

also seized. Apart from this,
weights for measurement;
registers of sales and pur-
chase and payment to
labourers and other money
exchange was also seized.
The documents have been
sent to Mineral department
for further checking and ve-
hicles and electronic weigh-
ing machine have been kept
safely in Kartala Thana.

In the same way, illegal
storage of coal was found
in the residential premises
of Virendra Singh of
Champa and a total of 30
MT of coal was seized
along with an electronic
weighing machine. The
land owner could not pro-
duce any document in sup-
port of storage of coal in
such huge quantity in his

residential premises.
SDM Korba Seema Patre

informed that they got tip
from an informer about il-
legal storage of coal behind
Khan Dabha in Kartala and
in Champa and so they con-
ducted raid. During in-
spection at both the
places, documents related
to illegal sale and pur-
chase of coal were also
found.

In both the places the
land owners could not
produce valid documents
related to such huge stock
of illegal storage of coal.
SDM informed that the
department had done
seizure of the illegal coal
found and is inquiring
with people about the ac-
tivities in the region.

In this action,
Tehsildar Revenue

Mukesh Dewangan, Nayab
Tehsildar Lakheshwar
Sidar, Mineral inspector
from Mineral deptt Jeet
Chandrkar and police offi-
cials and personnel were
present.
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Rajim, Dec 02: The
trainees of B.Ed. were wel-
come here under the
theme of 'Johar Pahuna'
keeping in view the di-
verse tradition, culture,
food-living, environment
of different states of India.

The program was organ-
ized under the auspices of
the Faculty of Education
of Seth Phoolchand
Aggarwal Smriti College,
the prestigious education-
al institution of the city,
under the guidance and ef-
ficient leadership of
Professor Naina Pahadia
and Lomash Kumar Sahu,
in-charge of cultural activ-
ities of the Faculty of
Education.

Principal Dr. Shobha
Gawri and Deputy

Principal Dr. Manoj
Mishra, Mr. SK Pandey,
Senior Sports Officer,
Head of the Faculty of
Education, Professor
Sarika Sahu also gave
their contributions.
Principal Dr. Shobha

Gawri addressing all the
trainees' said that the en-
tire student population
should always keep mak-
ing positive efforts while
maintaining self-disci-
pline and patience.

Head of Department

Professor Sarika Sahu in
her address shared all the
necessary information re-
lated to B.Ed and ex-
plained the welcome cere-
mony as an essential ac-
tivity and asked everyone
to ensure their participa-

tion. Various competi-
tions also marked the ses-
sion, concluded by
Fresher's Trophy to the se-
lected newcomers. Faculty
members and students
were present in large
number.

Sankul-level ‘Laika Madhai’ held
Central Chronicle News

Dhamdha, Dec 02: A
'Sankul-level' 'Laika
Madhai' was organised at
Sankul Strot Kendra-
Ghonta under
'Navpahal' here on
Wednesday. Variety
of programmes were
organised under
'Navpahal' at block
Hq's Dhamdha by Dr
B Raghu Director
Education depart-
ment, Mahavir
Verma, Block
Sources Co-ordina-
tor Dhamdha,
Beniram Verma
BEO Dhamdha.

The 'Laika
Madhai' was organ-
ised in each Sankul. The
programme began with
prayers and garlanding to
Goddess Saraswati at
hands of Banshilal Sahu
who conducted the pro-
gramme. Dr B Raghu Asst.

Director gave informa-

tion to children about the
education and gave an out-
line of 'Navpahal' to the cit-
izens and teachers present.
He extended greetings to
all the villagers and

'Sankul' family for organis-
ing 'Sankul-level' 'Laika
Madhai'.

In this programme the
guests were Sarpanch
Balaram Sunhare, Ramji
Patel, MLA's rep; Shala
Vikas Samiti President

Himachal Patel,
Ramkumar Patel
President Rajiv Yuwa
Mitan Club; Girwar Patel;
David Patel; Lubhan Patel.

The centre of attraction

in this programme was
'Rangoli competition',
model exhibition, painting
competition; quiz;
'Vyanjan Mela'; 'Bal Mela';
and cultural programmes.
In this there was lot of en-
thusiasm among the chil-

dre and the villagers, espe-
cially the students of Govt
HS School Ghonta; Govt
Pre-Secondary School
Ghonta, Hiretara; Govt
Primary School Hiretera;

G h o n t a ,
S a k h r i k h u r d ,
Pendri, Ruha and
Achouli.

On this occasion
Radhekumar Verma,
Pila Kurre, Sarita
Verma, Kamlesh
Kumar, Dilip Kumar,
Tirath Kumar, Richa
Sharma, Kaushal
Sriwas, Khilendra
Mohan Chandel,
Ramlal Verma,
Uttam Kaushik,
Yashwant Dewangan
and ohers. The spe-

cially invited persons viz.
Keshav Patel, Tikam
Verma, Chitrena Patel,
Shivkumar Rathore, CAC
Dhamdha programme or-
agniser- Topendra Patel,
Sankul Co-ordinator
Ghonta.

Farmers of Bazar
Charbhatha donate straw

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Dec 02:
Under the Suraji Gaon
Yojana based on the rural
economy of the state gov-
ernment, farmers of the
district have taken a
novice route to dispose
straw and starting the cru-
sade, farmers of Bazar
Charbhatha and 10 to 15
nearby villages of
Sahaspur Lohara develop-
ment block have donated
45 tractor of straw to
Gauthans.

The donation cum com-
munity service was done
under the leadership of
Mahesh Chandravanshi,
member of the Backward
Classes Commission.
District Collector

Janmejay Mahobe also
participated in the
'Pairadan Mahadan' pro-
gram and felicitated all the
farmers and villagers who
took to straw
donation.The Collector
said that, after the appeal
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to donate

straw, a campaign is being
run in the district and
farmers of the region are
enthusiastically taking
part. He also said that
Narva, Garva, Ghurva and
Bari schemes are being
implemented by the state
government in the direc-
tion of strengthening the

rural economy and for the
conservation and promo-
tion of bovine cattle under
the Garva Yojana in the
district, cow dung is being
procured in 299 Gauthans
under the Godhan Nyaya
Yojana. Member of State
Backward Classes
Commission Mahesh
Chandravanshi said that
farmers and villagers of
about 10 to 15 villages of
the area have donated 45
tractors of straw making
Suraji village come
true.District Panchayat
CEO Sandeep Agarwal,
Scheduled Castes
Authority members
Dinesh Kosaria, Gautam
Sharma, Ramkumar
Thakur, Raju
Chandravanshi, Ramram
Rajak and other public
representatives and senior
farmers were present in
the program.
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For Gauthan under
Suraji Gaon Yojana 

In Gram Ghonta under ‘Navpahal’

Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Dec 02: Chief
guest Ashish Chhabra
MLA Bemetara attended
the block level youth festi-
val organized at Gudheli,
Gram Panchayat of Block
Berla under Bemetara as-
sembly constituency. On
this occasion, MLA
Ashish Chhabra said that
block level youth festival
has been organized today
to realize the tradition of
'Gadhbo Nava
Chhattisgarh' and efforts
are being made to restore
the traditional culture of
Chhattisgarh under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

In this series, youth fes-
tival is being organized at
block, district and state

level to give platform to
local artists, through this
festival local artists are
getting opportunity to
showcase their talent in
different genres. Through
this festival, work is being
done to restore the folk
culture and folk songs of
Chhattisgarh. Through
this festival, local artists
will get an opportunity to
showcase their talent in
various genres, apart from
the folk culture of
Chhattisgarh.

The work of re-estab-
lishing folk songs is being
done. State Government is
making commendable ef-
forts to restore the tradi-
tional culture along with
sports, folk dance, folk
songs, viz. Bastaria dance,
Sua dance, Karma dance,

improvised speech, paint-
ing competition, essay
competition, one-act play,
flute playing, in the youth
festival.

Apart from this it will

also promote traditional
costumes and holding of
Tabla playing,
Harmonium playing, Kho-
Kho and Kabaddi competi-
tion. He also laid stone at

Bharat Mata Chowk's by
breaking coconut fruit.
The winning participants
showed their skills and
prizes were awarded to all
the winning players and
singers and other artists.

On this occasion Hira
Devlal Verma President
District Panchayat Berla,
Rameshwar Dewangan
President Block Congress
Committee Berla, Kamal
Sahu President District
Panchayat Berla,
Rukhmani Thakur
Sarpanch, Radhe Dhruv,
Lalit Sahu Deputy
Sarpanch, Ramswaroop
Nayak President Service
Cooperative Society
Gudheli, Ashish Pargania
President Service
Cooperative Society
Godgiri, Dulari Verma

President Service
Cooperative Society
Mavalibhatha, Digambar
Parganiya Sarpanch,
Ramkhilavan Parganiya,
Chetan Banjare, Anil
Verma, Rajiv Sahu,
Narayan Pal, Ravi Rajak,
Kushal Nayak, Ravi Sahu,
Khelan Yadav, Gopi Nishad
Sarpanch Representative,
Harish Shankar Yadav,
Bhuvaneshwar Pal, Daulal
Yadav, Gopi Sahu,
Bhagirathi Sahu, Dilip
Shrivas, Rajesh Sahu,
Arpit Pargania, Rajkumar
Sen, Guddu Sen, Govinda
Rajput, Radhe Banjare,
Badrabisal, Ramadhar
Russell, Rajendra
Pargania, Mohan Kosre
along with sports officers
and a large number of vil-
lagers were present.

Youth festival being organized to realize
‘Gadhbo Nava Ch’garh: Chhabra

PLGA’s last year 
in Bastar will prove 

to be a knot: Ali
Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, Dec 02:
Naxalites issued a pam-
phlet calling for the 22nd
year of PLGA to be cele-
brated. Responding to the
pamphlet, anti-Naxal
leader Farooq Ali said that
Naxalites have lost their ex-
istence. This year of PLGA
will prove to be the last.
Further, Farooq Ali took a
dig at the Central
Committee of Naxalites
and said that first the
Central Committee should
accept that the tribals of
Bastar are exploited by the
Naxal organization.

Farooq Ali accused the
Naxalites and said that the
Maoists only mention the
killing of senior cadres, but
when regional stray
Naxalites are killed, they

do not even mention them.
Farooq claimed that
Naxalites do not mention
small cadre regional
Naxalites so that the vil-
lagers may not stay away
from them. Ali said that the
real face of Naxalites has
started coming to the fore,
now the public wants devel-
opment.

With the establishment
of roads, bridges, electrici-
ty, health facilities, all the
basic facilities are reaching
the villagers fast, due to
which the fear of Naxalites
has increased. Naxalites
never want to connect with
rural basic facilities, that is
why they are opposing the
camp. While warning the
Naxalites, Farooq Ali said
that now is the last turn or
surrender or get ready to
become history.

Public awareness prog 
on AIDS organised

In GKBCC in
Dongargarh

B.Ed trainees welcomed on 
theme Johar Pahuna Ch’garhiya

Around 40 MT of illegally stored coal seized
In combined action by Revenue, Mineral and Police in Kartala and Champa
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Prioritise regional languages
in court activities:Rijiju

Chennai, Dec 2 (PTI) 

Union Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju on
Friday batted for the use of
regional languages in the
curricular activities of the
courts in the country and
said he was opposed to
“imposition” of one lan-
guage.

Rijiju also said easy ac-
cess to justice is the “call
of the time.”

In his address at the 12th
Convocation of the Tamil
Nadu Dr Ambedkar Law
University (TNDALU), he
also praised the Tamil lan-
guage.

“As you all know, our
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) has a commitment
to take the country for-

ward along with our cul-
ture and our language. I
also have been emphasis-
ing on this—that the
Indian courts and the

Indian legal system must
have regional languages in
the curricular activities.”

“I have already spoken
to the Chief Justice of
India, senior judges of the
Supreme Court and all the
Chief Justices of the High
Courts, that in the future
we must give priority to
the regional languages,”
he said.

Rijiju added “we all will
be proud to see that Tamil
language takes cen-
trestage in the high court
and all the district and
subordinate courts (in the
future).”

“I am opposed to the im-
posing only one language.
We must give priority to
local languages,” the min-
ister added.

Congress terms anti-seaport agitators
as ‘victims of development’

Thiruvananthapuram/
Kochi, Dec 2 (PTI) The
opposition Congress in
Kerala on Friday called
the anti-seaport agitators
at Vizhinjam as “victims
of development” and al-
leged conspiracy between
the Adani Port authorities
and Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan to isolate
them before the society.

The government’s bid to
give a “terrorist” angle to
the ongoing protests and
to register cases even
against the Latin Catholic
priests were part of their
plans to provoke the local
fishermen community
and thus give the Adani
Group an upper hand in
the case pending before

the High Court, it said.
Rubbishing the charges,

the ruling CPI(M), howev-
er, said no one is against
any form of democratic
protests but the recent vio-
lent incidents including
the attack against the local
police station were “pre-
planned” ones.

The Marxist party also
expressed confidence that
people of the state would
reject the malicious cam-
paign against the govern-
ment and the communal
propaganda being un-
leashed by a section of
Latin Catholic priests in
the name of fishermen
community. Addressing
the media in Kochi,
Leader of Opposition in

the state Assembly V D
Satheesan said four minis-
ters had alleged terrorist
connections against the
anti-seaport stir.

He asked whether the
ministers had any intelli-
gence report in this regard
and urged the government
to release it in public if
they have any such docu-
ment.

Ministership is a re-
sponsible position and
they could not simply level
serious charges against
such an agitation, he said.

“The Chief Minister
was talking about conspir-
acy. But, the real conspira-
cy has happened between
the Adani port authorities
and the CM,” Satheesan al-

leged.
It was to portray the agi-

tation of fishermen as a vi-
olent protest before the
court and thus achieve a
favourable verdict for the
port authorities, he fur-
ther said.

Calling the agitating
fishermen as the “victims
of development”, he said it
is the responsibility of a
democratic government to
ensure their rehabilita-
tion.

“Many of them have
been living in a cement
godown for the past four
years and if the Chief
Minister really wished,
the agitation could have
been ended in just two
hours,” he added.

Governor stresses on need for national
laboratory for cybercrime investigation
Shimla, Dec 2 (PTI) 

Himachal Pradesh
Governor Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar on
Friday said there was a
need for a national-level
laboratory to investigate
cybercrime, which had be-
come a part of life.

Arlekar was speaking at
the inauguration of the
two-day national confer-
ence on ‘Emerging Trends
in Digital Crime and
Forensic’ organised by
Himachal Pradesh
University’s Department
of Forensic Science in as-
sociation with the
Regional Forensic Science
Laboratory (Northern
Range). Urging the com-
mon people to be vigilant,

Arlekar said technology
had become easily accessi-
ble and it was going to im-
pact everyone.

“Technology is influenc-
ing the world and we are
no exception. Cybercrime
is on the rise and has be-
come a source of all
crimes and we should not
become victims of tech-
nology,” he said.

Himachal Pradesh has a
long border and technolo-
gy can be used in the fron-
tier villages to keep an eye
on cross-border activity, he
said. Arlekar said sugges-
tions and research papers
presented at the two-day
national conference
should be compiled and
sent to the Centre so that
to utilise the hard work of

budding scientists and re-
searchers.

Earlier, a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between
Himachal Pradesh
University and Nextechno
Gen Pvt Ltd, New Delhi.

The MoU will provide a
framework for the pro-
posed collaboration on
building a new generation
of high-skilled human re-
source, providing new op-
portunities for employ-
ment and economic devel-
opment and helping estab-
lish the varsity, the compa-
ny and Himachal Pradesh
as a global leader in
emerging technologies
with a focus on technology,
especially digital forensics
and cyber investigation.

Decision to discontinue ‘Yogshala’ scheme
was taken by Board of Governors of DPSRU
New Delhi, Dec 2 (PTI) 

The decision to discontinue
the ‘Dilli Ki Yogshala’ scheme
in its “present form” was
taken by the Board of
Governors of the fully au-
tonomous Delhi
Pharmaceutical Science &
Research University
(DPSRU), and statements
made by AAP leaders on it
were “totally false,” LG
Secretariat officials said on
Friday.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal at an event held
here, alleged that Lt Governor
V K Saxena had “stopped” the
scheme, but the “people of
Delhi” ensured the scheme
continued with their generos-
ity. His deputy Manish
Sisodia also said that “they
tried to stop” Yoga classes.
Officials in the LG Secretariat
said the “statements made by

AAP leaders were totally false
and deliberately misleading”.

The “decision to discontin-
ue the ‘Yogshala’ programme
in its present form was taken
by the Board of Governors
(BoG) of the fully au-
tonomous DPSRU and Deputy
Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia had authorised the
DPSRU BoG to take any such
decision in writing,” the offi-
cials claimed.

Knowing fully well that the
scheme being run by the
DPSRU in its present form
was “totally illegal and unten-
able as per the mandate of
DPSRU”, the deputy chief
minister had expected the
University to take the “unlaw-
ful decision of continuing the
programme so that he himself
and the AAP government
could remain absolved of
wrongdoing,” they further
claimed.

Professor booked for ‘sexually
harassing’ female colleague

Gurugram, Dec 2 (PTI) 

A professor of a govern-
ment college in Sector 9
here has been booked for
allegedly sexually harass-
ing a female colleague
after offering her a lift in
his car, police on Friday
said. According to the
complaint filed by the 35-
year-old woman professor,
the incident took place
Thursday when the prepa-
rations for a youth festival
had been underway for the
past one week. The woman
left the rehearsals to go to
her home at 7.30 pm.

“My car was parked in
the parking lot, little away
from the rehearsal room.
After rehearsal, professor
Ravi Deswal offered me a
lift in his car to drop at the

parking lot.
“Soon after I sat in the

car he touched me inap-
propriately and used foul
language. I came out of his
car and raised an alarm.
When students and others
gathered there, he fled in
his car,” the woman said
in her complaint, police
said. After receiving com-
plaint Thursday late night,
an FIR was registered
against professor Ravi
Deswal under sections 354-
A (sexual harassment) of
the IPC at Sector 9 A police
station. On Friday, after a
medical examination, the
woman appeared in a city
court to record her state-
ment under section 164 of
CrPC, where she reported-
ly repeated her claim, said
police.

BJP shedding ‘crocodile tears’
for the poor : Patnaik

Bargarh (Odisha), Dec 2 (PTI) 

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik Friday ac-
cused the BJP of shedding
“crocodile tears” for the
poor by telling lies and
asked the saffron brigade to
stop misleading the people.

Patnaik was addressing
two election campaign
meetings at Jharbandh and
Paikmal blocks of
Padampur assembly seat,
where by-poll is slated to be
held on December 5.

The meetings were his
first in any by-poll since
2019. He had not hit the cam-
paign trail in the previous
four occasions, including
the one at Dhamnagar
where the BJD lost the elec-
tion. He began his speeches
by uttering “Jai
Nrusinghanath”, the presid-
ing deity of the region, and
offering tributes to eminent
Odia poet Gangadhar
Meher. Directly targeting
the saffron party in the two
meetings, Patnaik who is
also the president of the rul-
ing BJD, accused its leaders
of indulging in politics over

issues of the poor like the
PMAY.

“Though the state govern-
ment secured a prize from
the central government for
completing five lakh houses
under Prime Minister Awas
Yojana (Gramin) per year,
the BJP MPs with political
motives exerted pressure
and stopped the scheme.
This deprived ten lakh peo-
ple of houses,” he said.
Patnaik, however, did not
utter a word against the
Congress in the two meet-
ings and asserted that he be-
lieves in work instead of
words. In between the two
meetings he met represen-
tatives of the Meher and
Kulta communities who
thanked him for providing
them land and funds for
building a building in the
name of poet Gangadhar
Meher and a dharamshala
respectively. He also met
members of the Yadav and
Teli communities and re-
ceived about 50 petitions
from the people about the
various difficulties faced by
them. The BJD, he said, is
resolved to fight for the

rights of kendu leaf pluck-
ers, farmers, tribals,
women and the downtrod-
den in Padampur, which
has a large tribal popula-
tion.

Kendu leaf plucking is a
major economic activity for
the landless and the poor-
erst of the poor in
Padampur which falls in
the western district of
Bargarh. Accusing the BJP-
led government at the
Centre for imposing high
rate of GST on trade in
kendu leaf, he said, “Do you
know the GST on gold? It is
only three per cent, while
the Centre unfortunately
charges 18 per cent GST on
kendu leaf trade. The BJP
has been shedding croco-
dile tears for the poor, the
kendu leaf pluckers, farm-
ers and others,” Patnaik al-
leged. The chief minister
blamed BJP for delay in
payment of crop insurance
under Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bima Yojana and said
many farmers in
Padampur have not re-
ceived their insurance
claims so far.

Organisation and not individual will be key factor in
resolving Rajasthan leadership row: Cong’s Ramesh

Agar Malwa (MP) Dec 2 (PTI) 

Ahead of the Rahul
Gandhi-led Bharat Jodo
Yatra entering Rajasthan
on December 4, Congress
General Secretary Jairam
Ramesh on Friday said
any solution to the leader-
ship tussle in the western
state to be chalked out by
party president
Mallikarjun Kharge will
be based on the principle
that organisation is
supreme and not an indi-
vidual.

Rajasthan is witnessing
a power struggle between
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his former
deputy and rival Sachin
Pilot with the acrimony
between them worsening
recently after the former
used the term ‘gaddar’
(traitor) for the latter.
Gehlot and Pilot, a former
deputy CM, have been at
loggerheads over chief
ministership ever since
the Congress won the
Rajasthan polls in 2018.

“Whatever formula
Khargeji and other leaders

will come up will be based
only on one principle - that
the organisation is
supreme. So, whatever for-
mula is implemented, it
will not be implemented
from the viewpoint of in-
dividual A or individual B,
but from the viewpoint of
the organisation,” Ramesh
told PTI during a ‘walk the
talk’ interview on Friday.

“Whatever will be im-
plemented will be in the
interest of the organisa-
tion. It is not the question
of individual A or individ-
ual B. It is the Congress
party. The Congress has to
be strengthened and pre-
pared for the 2023
Assembly elections (in
some states, including
Rajasthan) and the 2024
Lok Sabha polls,” said the
party General Secretary
in-charge of communica-
tions.

Queried whether Gehlot
(71) will accept Pilot (45) as
new Rajasthan chief min-
ster, Ramesh said former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi has clearly said
both leaders are assets to

the party.
“Gehlot is a senior and

experienced leader, while
Pilot is a young, popular
and energetic leader. Both
are assets and we need
both of them in the party,”
said the former Union
minister who is in Madhya
Pradesh as part of the
Congress Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

While Gehlot has been
saying that Pilot’s 2020 re-
bellion cannot be ignored
and that he does not enjoy
the support of a majority
of the Congress MLAs, the
Pilot camp has been claim-
ing the legislators want a
change in the leadership
in Rajasthan.

Ramesh was leading a
Congress Sewa Dal march
that started at 6am in Agar
Malwa district in the pres-
ence of Rajya Sabha MP
Digvijaya Singh and the
latter’s MLA-son
Jaivardhan Singh, holding
the tricolour ahead of the
Bharat Jodo Yatra.

Asked if the “50-50 for-
mula” will be implement-
ed in the Congress-ruled

Chhattisgarh, where Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and health minister TS
Singh Deo are reportedly
at loggerheads, Ramesh
sidestepped the question
and said his party will win
the 2023 Assembly polls in
the central state.

“See, this 50-50 formula
and all I have no idea. But I
can tell you the party is
united and we will win the
2023 Assembly elections
(in Chhattisgarh) with a
convincing majority,” said
the Rajya Sabha MP.

In June 2021, the rivalry
between the two Congress
leaders came to the fore
after Baghel completed
two-and-a-half years as
CM. Singh Deo’s support-
ers had then claimed that
as per an understanding
reached in 2018, he was
supposed to take over as
CM after Baghel complet-
ed half the term.

Asked whether the
Chhattisgarh polls will be
fought under the leader-
ship of Baghel, Ramesh
said he was not aware 
of it.

MARCH FOR HARMONY

SFI activists wearing different soccer playing nations’ jersey participate in ‘March for
Harmony’ ahead of their 17th All India Conference, in Kolkata, Friday.

CURRENCY GARLANDS

Currency garlands, that are worn by grooms during marriage, being sold at a 
roadside stall, in Jalandhar, Friday.

BRIEF

Ragging case 
 Jorhat (Assam): A

case has been lodged
against 12 people by a
premier college in
Assam’s Jorhat dis-
trict on allegations of
ragging raised by a
junior hostel inmate
and pressurising him
to withdraw a com-
plaint against them, a
police officer said on
Friday. The police
have started an inves-
tigation though no ar-
rests have been made
thus far, he said. The
principal of
Jagannath Barooah
(JB) College had filed
a complaint at Jorhat
Police Station on
Thursday against the
12 accused based on a
written submission
from the aggrieved
student.

Prithvi festival 
 Gurugram: Book

launches, author ses-
sions, musical per-
formances as also dis-
cussions on subjects
like blockchain, fin-
tech and stock market
will be the highlights
of the sixth edition of
the ‘Prithvi’ literature
festival here next
February. The proba-
ble list of speakers at
the event to be held at
DLF Cyberhub on
February 24-25 in-
cludes Chetan Bhagat,
Hans Raj Hans, Nitish
Rajpute, Arvind
Arora, Ira Trivedi and
Durjoy Dutta. “We
look forward to bring-
ing together an experi-
ence mixed with spir-
its of art, literature,
music and dance, to
celebrate the creators
among us and the
readers. The festival
in itself will be an
amalgamation of the
organic times and the
tech space that we live
in today,” says Sagar
Setia, CEO of the or-
ganisers Invincible
Publishers.

MLA surrenders
 Kanpur: Absconding

Samajwadi Party
MLA Irfan Solanki
and his younger
brother on Friday sur-
rendered before the
police in a case of riot-
ing and arson, offi-
cials said. Police have
been looking for Irfan
and his younger
brother Rizwan
Solanki since they
were booked for rioting
and arson at the house of
one Nazir Fatima on
November 8 in a land dis-
pute case. Irfan and his
younger brother Rizwan
were accompanied by SP
MLAs from Arya Nagar
and Kanpur Cantt —-
Amitabh Bajpai and
Mohammad Hasan alias
Roomi, respectively and
their family members,
the official said.

20 years imprisonment
 Ballia (UP): A man

has been sentenced to
20 years’ rigorous im-
prisonment for raping
a nine-year-old girl in
July, officials said on
Friday.
Superintendent of
Police R K Nayyar
said the court also im-
posed a fine of Rs 1
lakh on convict Sunil
Kumar. The convict
has been sentenced to
20 years of imprison-
ment, Nayyar said.
The girl was raped on
July 18, 2022, in Ballia
village.

Former president Ram
Nath Kovind lights a
‘diya’ to inaugurate the
17th International
Tipitaka Chanting
Ceremony, at Mahabodhi
Temple in Bodhgaya,
Friday.

Union Law and Justice
Minister Kiren Rijiju ad-
dresses the 12th
Convocation ceremony of
Ambedkar Law University,
in Chennai, Friday.

5 arrested for carrying
out robberies by 

posing as terrorists
Srinagar, Dec 2 (PTI)
Police have arrested five
persons from the Kulgam
district of Jammu and
Kashmir for carrying out
robberies by posing as
terrorists, officials said
here on Friday.

Acting on complaints
from several areas of
Kulgam district, police
constituted a special
team to arrest them, they
said.

A special mobile check-
point was also set up at
Yaripora to catch the five,
they said.

Those arrested have
been identified as Nazir
Mushtaq Malik, Khalid
Hussain Deedad, Rizwan
Ahmad Deedad, Karman
Ahmad Deedad and
Abrar Ahmad Teadwa.

The vehicle used in the
commission of the
crimes has also been
seized, they said.



CHRISTMAS FAIR

Fireworks light the sky at a Christmas fair which opened ahead of the holiday season in Bucharest, Romania, Friday.
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Beijing, Dec 02 (AP):

When it comes to ensur-
ing the security of their
regime, China’s
Communist Party rulers
don’t skimp.

The extent of that lavish
spending was put on dis-
play when the boldest
street protests in decades
broke out in Beijing and
other cities, driven by
anger over rigid and seem-
ingly unending restrictions
to combat COVID-19.

The government has
been preparing for such
challenges for decades, in-
stalling the machinery
needed to quash large-scale
upheavals.

After an initially muted
response, with security
personnel using pepper
spray and tear gas, police
and paramilitary troops
flooded city streets with
jeeps, vans and armored
cars in a massive show of
force.

The officers fanned out,
checking IDs and searching
cellphones for photos, mes-
sages or banned apps that
might show involvement in
or even just sympathy for
the protests.

An unknown number of
people were detained and
it’s unclear if any will face
charges. Most protesters fo-
cused their anger on the
“zero-COVID” policy that
seeks to eradicate the virus
through sweeping lock-
downs, travel restrictions
and relentless testing. But
some called for the party
and its leader Xi Jinping to
step down, speech the party
considers subversive and
punishable by years in
prison.

While much smaller in
scale, the protests were the

most significant since the
1989 student-led pro-democ-
racy movement centered
on Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square that the regime still
views as its greatest exis-
tential crisis. With leaders
and protesters at an im-
passe, the People’s
Liberation Army crushed
the demonstrations with
tanks and troops, killing
hundreds, possibly thou-
sands.

After the Tiananmen
crackdown, the party in-
vested in the means to deal
with unrest without resort-
ing immediately to using
deadly force.

During a wave of dissent
by unemployed workers in
the late 1990s and early
2000s, the authorities tested
that approach, focusing on
preventing organizers in
different cities from link-
ing up and arresting the

leaders while letting rank-
and-file protesters go large-
ly untouched.

At times, they’ve been
caught by surprise. In 1999,
members of the Falun
Gong meditation sect,
whose membership came
to rival the party’s in size,
surrounded the leadership
compound in Beijing in a
show of defiance that then-
leader Jiang Zemin took as
a personal affront.

China security forces are well-prepared for quashing dissent

Jerusalem, Dec 02 (PTI):

India and Israel are “natu-
ral allies” who are united by
a fundamental commitment
to the democratic ideals
upon which they were found-
ed, Israeli President Isaac
Herzog has said, as he made
a rare appearance at an exhi-
bition here featuring Indian
deities and temple rituals.

Herzog attended a cultural
event at the Israel Museum
on Thursday evening to in-
augurate the new exhibition
titled ‘Body of Faith:
Sculpture from the National
Museum of India.’

He called the exhibition
a byproduct of the growing
friendship between the two
countries.

“India and Israel are nat-
ural allies, united by a fun-
damental commitment to
the democratic ideals upon

which both our nations were
founded. Yet this evening
transcends politics, com-
merce even diplomacy,” he
said.

“This evening shines a
light on our shared human-

ity while paying tribute to
the rich history and cultural
legacy of the Indian people,”
Herzog, who made a rare ap-
pearance because of “his
love for India”, said.

“This exhibition, literally
‘spirit within matter’ in
Hebrew, is yet another
byproduct of the growing
friendship between the
Indian and Israeli nations
and a reflection of the deep

resonance of arts and cul-
ture that our nations share,”
the Israeli President empha-
sised. The display features 14
exquisite large-scale Indian
sculptures created between
the fourth and thirteenth
centuries, some on loan from
the National Museum in
New Delhi and some from
the Israel Museum’s collec-
tion, a spokesperson for the
Israel museum told PTI.

India and Israel ‘natural allies’: President Herzog

Washington, Dec 02 (AP):

America’s newest nu-
clear stealth bomber is
making its public debut
after years of secret devel-
opment and as part of the
Pentagon’s answer to ris-
ing concerns over a future
conflict with China.

The B-21 Raider is the
first new American
bomber aircraft in more
than 30 years. Almost
every aspect of the pro-
gramme is classified.

Ahead of its unveiling
Friday at an Air Force fa-
cility in Palmdale,
California, only artists’
renderings of the war-
plane have been released.

Those few images reveal

that the Raider resembles
the black nuclear stealth
bomber it will eventually
replace, the B-2 Spirit.

The bomber is part of
the Pentagon’s efforts to
modernise all three legs of
its nuclear triad, which in-
cludes silo-launched nu-

clear ballistic missiles and
submarine-launched war-
heads, as it shifts from the
counterterrorism cam-
paigns of recent decades
to meet China’s rapid mili-
tary modernisation.

China is on track to have
1,500 nuclear weapons by

2035, and its gains in hy-
personics, cyber warfare,
space capabilities and
other areas present “the
most consequential and
systemic challenge to US
national security and the
free and open internation-
al system,” the Pentagon
said this week in its annu-
al China report.

“We needed a new
bomber for the 21st
Century that would allow
us to take on much more
complicated threats, like
the threats that we fear we
would one day face from
China, Russia, “ said
Deborah Lee James, the
Air Force secretary when
the Raider contract was
announced in 2015.

Pentagon debuts its new stealth
bomber, the B-21 Raider

Islamabad, Dec 02 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has approved the early re-
tirement application of
Lieutenant General Faiz
Hamid, a former ISI chief
and one of the six names
apparently shortlisted for
the post of the Army chief,
according to a media re-
port on Friday.

The report comes days
after the Chief of General
Staff (CGS) Lt. General
Azhar Abbas also sought
early retirement following
Gen Asim Munir’s ap-
pointment as the Chief of
Army Staff (COAS).

Former ISI chief Gen
Munir has replaced Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa, who
retired on November 29
after serving two consecu-
tive three-year terms as

Pakistan’s Army chief in
the coup-prone country,
where the military wields
considerable power in
matters of security and
foreign policy.

Lt. Gen Hamid sent his
application to the Army
General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi a
few days ago, which for-
warded it to the Prime
Minister’s Office for ap-
proval, according to Geo

TV.
Lt. Gen Hamid served as

DG ISI and Corps
Commander Peshawar
under former Prime
Minister Imran Khan. He
was later posted as
Bahawalpur Corps
Commander, the report
said.

Lt. Gen Hamid and Lt.
General Abbas were
among the six candidates
recommended for the of-
fice of the chief of the
army staff to succeed Gen
Bajwa.

Other names in the list
apart from Gen Munir, in-
cluded Lt. Gen Sahir
Shamshad Mirza, Lt. Gen
Nauman Mehmood and
Lt. Gen Mohammad Amir.

Gen Munir is the first
Army chief who heads
both powerful intelligence
agencies - the Inter-

Services Intelligence (ISI)
and the Military
Intelligence (MI).

Pakistan Army General
Shahir Shamshad Mirza
on Sunday took charge as
the Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
(CJCSC) after his prede-
cessor, Gen (retd) Nadeem
Raza, hung up his boots a
day earlier.

The post of Army chief
is the most powerful posi-
tion in coup-prone
Pakistan where the mili-
tary wields considerable
power in matters of secu-
rity and foreign policy.

The powerful Army,
which has ruled Pakistan
for more than half of its
75-plus years of existence,
has hitherto wielded con-
siderable power in mat-
ters of security and for-
eign policy.

Pak PM Sharif approves early
retirement of Lt. Gen Hamid Chronicle
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Cyber criminals

The suspected ran-
somware attack on the
servers of India’s presti-
gious AIIMS is a cause for
concern. Cyberattacks on
our healthcare industry is
on the rise, and are second
only to the US, with cam-
paigns launched by hack-
ers from Russia, North
Korea and Iran. While the
origin of the attack is yet to
be known, it is clear that
Indian top hospitals are
even more vulnerable than
their American counter-
parts. In the world of digi-
tisation, data business is
booming for hackers. The
attack, believed to be a
major one, comes within a
month after AIIMS an-
nounced that it would go
paperless and fully digi-
tised by April 2023.
Hospitals should enhance
their security system be-
fore it is late.

Gregory Fernandes,
Mumbai

G20 presidency 
too late

PM Narendra Modi is
the world’s best ‘master
event manager’ and his ad-
mirers have aptly coined a
phrase in his honour ‘Modi
hai to mumkin hai’.These
words, however, swing like
a pendulum depending
upon the perceptions of
different people about his
performance and prefer-
ences on the ground. His
articles on G20 with same
contents have appeared in
all newspapers with his
photograph, much like
Baba Ramdev’s ‘Patanjali’
advertisements. He has
moved from ‘Mann ki Baat’
to open talk through print
media. Honour of G20
presidency to a demo-
graphically big country
like India has come too
late. His performance in an
important world body will
be keenly watched. And, if
he does some miracle, he
can soon be tipped as
‘Vishwa Guru’.

BM Singh, by mail

No need to 
overreact

We have already got an
overdose of controversies,
unhealthy debates, and
vulgar blame games over
the film. Some sections
projected the film as the
one that served the cause of
Kashmiri Pandits by high-
lighting their ordeal,
which was not the case, as
is evident from the contin-
uous suffering and an-
guish of the Pandits. Many
opined that the film fanned
communal sentiments and
hatred in an already
volatile situation. The com-
ments of the Israeli chair-
man of the jury of the
International Film Festival
of India on the film should
have been seen in the cine-
matic context and played
down in the host country.
Retaliatory reaction lacked
prudence, poise, patience,
and maturity. The Israeli
ambassador’s rebuff of
Nadav Lapid, welcomed by
many here, was misplaced
since only a film was criti-
cised, and not our nation.

Hira Sharma, by mail
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Students visited onboard Indian Navy ship as part of the Navy Day Celebrations-2022 on 29 and 30 November, in Chennai.

NAVY DAY CELEBRATIONS

W estern governments are aiming to cap the price
of Russia's oil exports in an attempt to limit the

fossil fuel earnings that support Moscow's budget, its mili-
tary and the invasion of Ukraine. The cap is supposed to
take effect Monday, the same day the European Union will
impose a boycott on most Russian oil its crude that is
shipped by sea. The EU was moving closer to a USD 60-per-
barrel threshold, but negotiations were still underway on
Friday. The twin measures could have an uncertain effect
on the price of oil as worries over lost supply through the
boycott compete with fears about lower demand from a
slowing global economy. Here is what to know about the
price cap, the EU embargo and what they could mean for
consumers and the global economy:

WHAT IS THE PRICE CAP AND 
HOW WOULD IT WORK?

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen has proposed the
cap with other Group of 7 allies as a way to limit Russia's
earnings while keeping Russian oil flowing to the global
economy. The aim: hurt Moscow's finances while avoiding
a sharp oil price spike if Russia's oil is suddenly taken off
the global market. Insurance companies and other firms
needed to ship oil would only be able to deal with Russian
crude if the oil is priced at or below the cap. Most insurers
are located in the EU or the United Kingdom and could be
required to participate in the cap.

HOW WOULD OIL KEEP FLOWING 
TO THE GLOBAL ECONOMY?

Universal enforcement of the insurance ban, imposed
by the EU and UK in earlier rounds of sanctions, could
take so much Russian crude off the market that oil prices
would spike, Western economies would suffer, and Russia
would see increased earnings from whatever oil it can ship
in defiance of the embargo. Russia, the world's No 2 oil pro-
ducer, has already rerouted much of its supply to India,
China and other Asian countries at discounted prices after
Western customers shunned it even before the EU ban.

WHAT EFFECT WOULD DIFFERENT 
CAP LEVELS HAVE?

A USD60 cap would not have much impact on Russia's fi-
nances, said Simone Tagliapietra, an energy policy expert
at the Bruegel think tank in Brussels. That "will almost go
unnoticed," he said, because it would be near where
Russian oil is already selling. Russian Urals blend sells at a
significant discount to international benchmark Brent
and fell below USD60 for the first time in months this week
on fears of reduced demand from China due to outbreaks
of COVID-19. "Up front, the cap is not a satisfying number,"
Tagliapietra said, but it would prevent the Kremlin from
profiting if oil prices suddenly shoot higher and the cap
bites. "The cap might be lowered over time if we want to
increase the pressure on Russian President Vladimir
Putin," he said. "The problem is: We have already spent a
lot of months waiting for a measure to dent" Putin's oil
profits. A cap as low as USD50 would cut into Russia's
earnings and make it impossible for Russia to balance its
state budget, with Moscow believed to require around USD
60 to USD 70 per barrel to do that, its so-called "fiscal break-
even." However, a USD50 cap would still be above Russia's
cost of production of between USD 30 and USD 40 per bar-
rel, giving Moscow an incentive to keep selling oil simply
to avoid having to cap wells that can be hard to restart.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has praised a
push by Poland for a USD 30 cap. Robin Brooks, chief econ-
omist at the Institute for International Finance in
Washington, tweeted last week that a USD 30 cap would
"give Russia the financial crisis it deserves." Wrangling
over where to set the cap highlights disagreement on
which goal to pursue: hurting Russia's finances or taming
inflation, with the US coming down on the side of control-
ling price increases, said Maria Shagina, a sanctions ex-
pert at the International Institute for Strategic Studies in
Berlin. With Monday's deadline looming, there isn't "much
time to parse out this disagreement for much longer," she
said, adding that "USD 60 is better than not agreeing at all.
They can obviously revise it later on to reflect conditions
on the market ... and tighten it."

WHAT IF RUSSIA AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES WON'T GO ALONG?

Russia has said it will not observe a cap and will halt de-
liveries to countries that do. While Russia could ignore the
cap if it's above the selling price of its oil, a lower limit
could see Moscow retaliate by shutting off shipments in
hopes of profiting from a sharply higher global oil price on
whatever it can sell around the sanctions. Buyers in China
and India might not go along with the cap, while Russia or
China could try to set up their own insurance providers to
replace those barred by US, UK and Europe. Russia could
also sell oil off the books by using "dark fleet" tankers with
obscure ownership, as have Venezuela and Iran. Even
under those circumstances, the cap would make it "more
costly, time-consuming and cumbersome" for Russia to sell
oil around the restrictions, Shagina said. The greater dis-
tances involved in shipping oil to Asia means up to four
times more tanker capacity is needed and not everyone
will take Russian insurance. "You need to tap into this
dark fleet, and it's not limitless," she said. "Iran and
Venezuela are using it, rather effectively, but you might
face competition with the same targets. ... This cat-and-
mouse game is always inherent in sanctions mechanisms."

WHAT ABOUT THE EU EMBARGO?
Russia may struggle to find buyers for all of the 1 mil-

lion barrels a day it is shipping to Europe, formerly its
biggest customer, but will likely reroute most of them as
Europe finds new suppliers on the global market. The
biggest impact from the EU embargo may not come
Monday, as Europe finds new suppliers and Russian bar-
rels are rerouted, but on February 5, when Europe's addi-
tional ban on refinery products made from oil such as
diesel fuel come into effect. Europe still has many cars that
run on diesel. The fuel also is used for truck transport to
get a huge range of goods to consumers and to run agricul-
tural machinery so those higher costs will be spread
throughout the economy.

What’s the effect of Russian 
oil price cap, ban?

On 15th August 2022, when India
turned 75, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi exhorted us all to enjoin ourselves
on a journey where India would trans-
form into a developed nation by 2047,
that is by the time we would have com-
pleted a century as an independent
country. The keynote of his address
were the three facilitators of such a tra-
jectory — the fact that we have become
an aspirational society, that there is now
a cultural and civilisational re-awaken-
ing amongst Indians, and that the world
is taking our claims of attaining our
rightful place at the global high table se-
riously. Twenty-five years is not such a
long time in such a scheme of things,
and it is clear that without substantial
progress in science and technology,  it
would be difficult to achieve this 'devel-
oped' tag. There should be a well-de-
fined road map accordingly for Indian
science if it is indeed to achieve devel-
oped status. These matters have been
highlighted by the recent assumption of
the Presidency of G20 last week in Bali,
Indonesia. More specifically Science-20,
or S20, the Science Engagement Group,
has been set up by the government.

In no time, Union Minister Jitendra
Singh chaired a high-level review meet-
ing to oversee the preparations for the
S20 Summit meetings. Scheduled to be
held in Coimbatore in July next year, the
theme of the S20 Summit meeting will
be ‘Disruptive Science for Innovative and
Sustainable Growth’. Complementing
those are the side events under the
theme of ‘Research Innovation Initiated
Gathering’ (RIIG). The sub-themes for
RIIG gathering will be Materials for
Sustainable Energy, Scientific
Challenges and Opportunities towards
Achieving a Sustainable Blue Economy,
Biodiversity and Bio-economy and Eco-
Innovations for Energy Transition. The
government is hopeful that the summit
will foster a cooperative climate where
encouraging frameworks for environ-
mentally friendly technologies can be
created. In addition to that, technology
transfers, creation of a global start-up
ecosystem and assertion of IP sharing is
on the agenda. 

It has taken us several decades to
earn a place in the global high table. Next
year, when India hosts the G20 Summit,
we are presented with a perfect opportu-
nity to show the way forward and strike a
balance between technical self-suste-
nance and foreign sourcing. A Prime
Minister’s duty is to bestow a national vi-
sion, with illustrious Prime Ministers in
the past providing this impetus in terms
of Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan and Jai Vigyan.
Prime Minister Modi has now added Jai
Anusandhaan to this list. Science and re-
search innovation has become all impor-
tant and that too in a milieu that is both
sustainable and inclusive. This is particu-
larly appropriate as no country has be-
come a developed economy with a uni-
formly high standard of living without in-
vesting heavily in science and an R&D
process that takes science from the labo-
ratory to the people. Our colonial misfor-
tune has delayed our journey toward be-
coming a developed nation by 150 years
vis-à-vis the West and roughly 30 years
relative to China. Implementing our 25-
year game plan seems achievable — but
only if we plan and execute with pinpoint
strategic accuracy.

In terms of numbers, it is easy to see
that with a growth rate of ~7.8% in GDP
this year, the $5 trillion economy target
will be achieved by 2026-27 (unless
there are drastic fluctuations in oil
prices). With the possible switch from
fossil fuels to renewables, one may en-
visage a $9 trillion economy by 2031-32
and a $40 trillion economy by 2047,
whereby we would be within the top
three countries of the world in absolute
monetary terms and not just PPP num-
bers. What should we do to achieve the
2047 target? R. Jagannathan and Ashish
Chandorkar have written in Swarajya on
what we must concentrate on.
Additionally, I would add that education,
health including pharmaceuticals and
women’s health, exports, taking into ac-
count demand-supply imbalances, nutri-
tion including fertilisers, water including
ocean and polar research, climate
change, genomics, advanced materials
including nanomaterials, robotics, elec-
tric and solar powered vehicles, drones,
outer space, and IT, in general, are es-
sential sectors where scientific method-
ology practised by experts needs to be
translated into globally competitive
technology. Industry must play a central
role in our ascent to becoming a devel-
oped country with the government play-
ing a catalytic and facilitative role. All
this must be taken in the context of glob-
al supply chains that have become the
instruments of a new war among na-
tions?what one might well call hot war
in cold places.

Given the compressed 25-year time
scale, we simply cannot avoid imported
solutions in certain bottleneck areas.
This requires a well thought-out foreign
policy keeping India’s interests para-

mount and noting that a country may
switch between being a friend, neutral,
or adversary depending on the circum-
stances. On the economics front, techni-
cal matters need to be synergised with
issues of scalability, skill development,
blockchain technology, artificial intelli-
gence, and supply chain inadequacies—
quite a package.

No less important are the non-eco-
nomic, non-scientific matters that de-
mand immediate attention as these mat-
ters can stymie any efforts towards
technical progress. Jagannathan lists
seven urgent issues that are crying out
for urgent attention: judiciary and law
enforcement reform; administrative re-
form; defence rejig to take into account
the fact that one may now see the above
mentioned “hot wars in cold places” and
the use of AI in war; deep and urgent
constitutional changes of the type that
need a constituent assembly; accompa-
nying electoral reforms that would re-
duce structural and transactional cor-
ruption; civilizational reworking, inte-
grating India’s re-awakening with re-
spect to its identity and finally; decen-
tralisation of powers between the Centre
and the States. Some of these issues af-
fect the Indian scientific revolution more
than others, but none is unimportant.

How do we do all these things in the
ambitious wish list above given our ad-
ministrative and management struc-
tures? A vital aspect of progress is a
proper management of education. Since
the time of India’s independence, succes-
sive governments have paved the way for
accessible education to all. Institutions of
higher learning — IISc, IITs and IIMs have
given the world a cursory glance at what
India is truly capable of. Despite all this, a
lot more needs to be done to modernise
our education system and the overall in-
frastructure that facilitates it. Now we
need to concentrate heavily on promot-
ing excellence, if necessary in private uni-
versities. Without scientific excellence, in
terms of both quality and quantity, we
have no chance at all of becoming a de-
veloped country.  In this regard, the pri-
mary concern is investment. At present
we spend around 0.8% of our GDP on ed-
ucation and research. This number needs
to be bootstrapped up to say 3-4% of the
GDP at the very least. China made these
heavy investments starting around 1990:
the results are apparent today with their
thriving scientific ecosystem. Given the
present state of our healing economy, the
required amount for the government
alone to bear is too much of an ask. The
role of the private sector in the education
sphere is not just necessary but needs to
attain dominance under careful regula-
tion.

However, there is yet another aspect
that needs to be considered. Given again
the compressed 25-year time scale, and
the fact that any fundamental change in
education will start showing results only

after 15 years, we urgently need a strate-
gy that optimises the usage of the re-
sources we currently possess. In the
meantime, the government should start
vacating the business of running educa-
tional institutions in terms of funding, ad-
missions, and administration. The dispar-
ities between central and state universi-
ties must be removed because the vast
majority of students attend the latter.
Most of the technological and R&D heft
that India needs should come from mis-
sion-oriented government laboratories
with no educational component, and
from corporate research laboratories that
dovetail closely with government labora-
tories. The IITs cannot be expected to
solve problems of scalability, economic
leverage and supply chain management.
Their activities can at most take one to
the level of good start-ups but that is in-
sufficient for the big, basic break-
throughs that India 2047 needs. The USA
moved quickly in the Vannevar Bush dis-
pensation in the early 1950s because of a
perfect synergy between academia, in-
dustry and government, mostly their de-
fence laboratories. A similar strategy is
underway in China’s civil-military fusion.
We should aim for nothing less.

The Department of Atomic Energy is a
wonderful example as to how a govern-
ment scientific department should be or-
ganised, independent of educational un-
dertakings. Beginning in the 1950s, we
were subject to draconian restrictions
with regard to the import of uranium
ores to make fissile U-235, an essential
component for nuclear weapons. India
developed its own route via thorium ex-
tracted from monazite sand beaches.
India has the largest supplies of thorium
in the world, with comparatively poor
quantities of uranium. India has project-
ed meeting as much as 30% of its elec-
trical demands through thorium by 2047.
Our weapons program and energy needs
have a comfortable buffer support in the
form of our R&D progress in thorium
technology. All this was possible be-
cause the DAE was allowed to run using
its own closed, carefully selected group
of scientists (and a very small number of
student-employees). This provision
needs to be extended to all non-educa-
tional scientific laboratories and institu-
tions that have been charged with the
duty of rapidly translating science into
immediately applicable technologies,
strategic security, and towards products
and services. The when, what, and how
having been defined it now requires the
political will to effect these changes so
that we may all proudly hold our heads
high by 2047 as citizens of a truly devel-
oped nation of the world.

((GGaauuttaamm  RR..  DDeessiirraajjuu  iiss  iinn  tthhee  IInnddiiaann
IInnssttiittuuttee  ooff  SScciieennccee,,  BBaannggaalloorree  aanndd  aa

mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  SS2200  EEnnggaaggeemmeenntt  GGrroouupp
ooff  tthhee  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa..

SShhaarraann  SSeettttyy  iiss  aann  AAssssoocciiaattee  EEddiittoorr  aatt
SSwwaarraajjyyaa..))

Science in India At 100: Becoming 
A Developed Nation

E arly life experiences
can impact the activity

of our genes much later on and
even affect longevity, finds a new
study in fruit flies. According to the
study, led by University College
London (UCL), UK, the scientists
report that gene expression 'mem-
ory' can persist across the lifes-
pan, and may present a novel tar-
get for improving late-life health.

Gene expression refers to the
conversion of the information en-
coded in a gene first into messen-
ger RNA and then to a protein. The
scientists were building on their
previous research in which they
found that fruit flies fed a high-
sugar diet early in life lived shorter

lives, even after their diets were
improved in adulthood. Here, the
study said, they uncover the mech-
anism likely explaining the finding.
"Health in old age partially de-
pends on what a person experi-
enced in their youth or even in the
womb. Here, we have identified
one way in which this happens, as
changes in gene expression in
youth can form a 'memory' that
impacts health more than half a
lifetime later," said Dr. Nazif Alic,
lead author of the study, UCL.

In their previous study, the re-
searchers found that a high-sugar
diet inhibited a transcription factor
called dFOXO, which is involved in
glucose metabolism and is known

from multiple studies to affect
longevity, so they now sought to
enact the opposite effect by direct-
ly increasing the activity of dFOXO,
the study said. Transcription fac-
tors are proteins that regulate tran-
scription, or copying, of informa-
tion from DNA into messenger RNA,
which is the first and key step in
gene expression. Messenger RNA is
a form of RNA that carries informa-
tion from DNA in the nucleus to the
cytoplasmic sites of protein synthe-
sis in the cell.

For this study, the researchers
activated dFOXO by increasing its
levels in female fruit flies during
the first three weeks of the fly's
adulthood. The scientists found

that these early-life experiences
caused changes to chromatin - a
mixture of DNA and proteins that
can be seen as the 'packaging' of
DNA - that persisted and resulted
in genes being expressed differ-
ently late in life. This counteracted
some changes that would be ex-
pected as part of the normal age-
ing process. 

These changes would eventually
improve health in late life and im-
pact the fruit flies' lifespan for
more than a month, which is equal
to half a fruit fly lifetime, later, the
study said. The researchers say
their findings could lead to ways to
impact late-life health in people as
well. "What happens early on in an

animal or person's life can affect
what their genes do late in life, for
better or for worse. 

"It may be that a poor diet early
in life, for example, could impact
our metabolism later in life by
tweaking how our genes are ex-
pressed, even after substantial di-
etary changes over the years - but
fortunately, it may well be possible
to reverse this," said Alic. "Now
that we know how gene expression
memory can persist across the
lifespan to affect gene activity, we
may be able to develop ways to
counteract these changes later in
life to preserve health and enable
people to stay healthy for longer,"
said Alic.

Early life experiences could have a lasting impact on genes
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BRIEF

Investment

New Delhi: Tata Steel
which has make in-
vestments of over Rs
75,000 crore in Odisha
will continue to invest
in the state which has
25 per cent of India’s
total steel making ca-
pacity, its MD & CEO
T V Narendran said.
Narendran made the
remarks at the ‘Make
in Odisha Conclave
2022’ in Bhubaneswar
on Thursday. “The
Tata group of compa-
nies, and more specifi-
cally Tata Steel, has
invested over Rs 75,000
crore in Odisha in the
last five years.

Brand ambassador
New Delhi:
Blackstone’s retail
arm Nexus Malls on
Thursday said it has
signed actor Amitabh
Bachchan as its brand
ambassador. Nexus
Malls, the retail plat-
form in India owned
and managed by
Blackstone Real
Estate funds, has 17
shopping malls across
13 cities in the coun-
try. Last month, global
investment firm
Blackstone-sponsored
Nexus Select Trust
filed the draft paper
with markets regula-
tor Sebi to launch
India’s first public
issue of retail REIT to
raise around USD 500
million.

Appointment

New Delhi: Senior bu-
reaucrat Sanjay
Malhotra took charge
as the secretary in
Department of
Revenue, Ministry of
Finance. Malhotra re-
placed Tarun Bajaj,
who superannuated on
November 30. A 1990-
batch IAS officer of
the Rajasthan cadre,
Malhotra was working
as an officer on special
duty (OSD) in the rev-
enue department since
October this year.
Prior to that, he was
serving as the secre-
tary in Department of
Financial 
Services (DFS).

Unemployment rate 
Mumbai: The coun-
try’s unemployment
rate rose to a three-
month high at 8 per
cent during
November, according
to data by the Centre
for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE). The
unemployment rate in
urban India was high-
er at 8.96 per cent,
while in rural areas, it
was at 7.55 per cent,
the CMIE data showed
on Thursday. In
October this year, the
urban joblessness was
at 7.21 per cent and the
rural unemployment
rate was at 8.04 per
cent. Among the
states, Haryana con-
tinued to have the
highest unemploy-
ment rate in the coun-
try in November at
30.6 per cent, followed
by  Rajasthan at 24.5
per cent, Jammu and
Kashmir at 23.9 per
cent, Bihar at 17.3 per
cent and Tripura at
14.5 per cent.

START-UP INITIATIVE

Union Minister for Railways, Communications, Electronics and Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw re-
leases a publication during the start-up initiative ‘Building the Next Unicorn’, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

The oil ministry will
seek compensation from
the finance ministry for
the losses state-owned fuel
retailers incurred on hold-
ing petrol and diesel
prices in the last eight
months despite a spike in
cost of raw material, a top
official said on Friday.

Indian Oil Corporation
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL)
and Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
posted a combined net loss
of Rs 21,201.18 crore in
April-September. This loss
would have been higher
but for them accounting
for Rs 22,000 crore yet-to-
received LPG subsidy for
past years. “The first half
losses are publicly avail-
able. Add to that the LPG

subsidy and you would ar-
rive at approximate loss
they have incurred,” the
official said. Since holding
of the prices benefited the
economy in terms of not
add to the already high in-
flation rate, there is a case
for the oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) to be com-
pensated, he said.

“Petrol and diesel
prices are deregulated
(not controlled or dictated
by the government).
OMCs are free to fix the
rates daily on the basis of
benchmark international
oil prices. But they on
their own volition decided
to keep the prices on
hold,” he said. The oil
ministry will calculate
the likely losses for the en-
tire fiscal year before ap-
proaching the finance
ministry for the compen-

sation. The three fuel re-
tailers are still losing
money on sale of auto fuel
despite softening interna-
tional rates.

They have not changed
prices since April 6 de-
spite international oil
prices shooting up to
more than a decade high.
The government in
October doled out Rs
22,000 crore to the three
firms as a one-time grant
to make up for the losses
they incurred on selling
domestic cooking gas
(LPG) in two years start-
ing June 2020.

The oil ministry had
sought Rs 28,000 crore for
the LPG losses but got Rs
22,000 crore. The softening
of international oil prices
had raised the expecta-
tion of a cut in petrol and
diesel prices.

Oil Min to seek compensation
for petrol, diesel losses

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

Maruti Suzuki India
will increase the prices of
its vehicles ‘substantially’
from next month as it
looks to offset the impact
of rising input costs and
make provisions to update
the model range to con-
form to stricter emission
norms which kick in from
April 2023. In a regulatory
filing on Friday, the coun-
try’s largest carmaker
said it continues to wit-
ness increased cost pres-
sure driven by overall in-
flation and recent regula-
tory requirements. While
the automaker makes
maximum effort to reduce
cost and partially offset
the increase, it has become
imperative to pass on
some of the impact
through a price increase, it
added. The company has

planned the price increase
in January 2023 which
shall vary across models,
the auto major said with-
out disclosing the exact
quantum of the increase.
In an interaction with PTI,
Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Officer
Marketing & Sales
Shashank Srivastava said
that commodity prices
still remain on the higher
side if compared with two
years ago. “Besides there
is general inflationary
pressure on every input

cost whether it is energy
or material or manpower
cost. Then there is require-
ment to conform to regula-
tory requirements,” he
said. The company needs
to make models ready for
second phase of BS-VI
emission norms that kick
in from April next year.
“We will have to start mak-
ing changes in the product
range. Also the price in-
crease taken earlier was
not sufficient to cover the
increase in commodity
prices,” Srivastava noted.
Vehicles will need to have
an on-board self-diagnos-
tic device to monitor the
real time driving emission
levels. The device will con-
stantly monitor key parts
for meeting emission stan-
dards such as the catalytic
converter and oxygen sen-
sors, to keep a close watch
on emissions.

Maruti Suzuki to hike vehicle
prices from JanuaryMumbai, Dec 02:  

Equity benchmark in-
dices ended lower on
Friday, halting their eight-
day rally, amid a weak
trend in global markets
and emergence of profit-
taking.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex fell 415.69 points or
0.66 per cent to settle at
62,868.50. During the day,
it tanked 604.56 points or
0.95 per cent to 62,679.63.
The broader NSE Nifty
dipped 116.40 points or
0.62 per cent to end at
18,696.10. Among the
Sensex pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Hindustan
Unilever, Maruti, Nestle,
HDFC, Asian Paints,
Bajaj Finance and Power
Grid were among the
major laggards. Tata
Steel, Dr Reddy’s, Tech
Mahindra, IndusInd Bank
and HCL Technologies
were among the winners.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended in the negative ter-
ritory. Equity exchanges
in Europe were trading

mostly lower in the after-
noon trade. Wall Street
had ended lower on
Thursday. “The rally in
the domestic market was
halted by negative cues

from global counterparts
and broad-based profit-
booking in large caps. The
correction in the market
was led by auto stocks as
the sales data came in
lower-than-expected due
to weaker exports and se-
quential de-stocking,”
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services. The
BSE benchmark had
climbed 184.54 points or
0.29 per cent to settle at
63,284.19, its fresh record
closing high, on Thursday.
The Nifty advanced 54.15
points or 0.29 per cent to
end at 18,812.50, its new
record closing high.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 0.13 per cent lower
at USD 86.77 per barrel.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,565.93
crore on Thursday, as per
exchange data.

Markets settle lower after 8 days of rally

Hyderabad, Dec 02: 

India’s largest iron ore
producer NMDC reported
iron ore production of 3.61
MnT and sales of 3.04 MnT
in the month of November,
2022. The company has re-
ported an 8% growth in
production and 5.5%
growth in sales compared
to its performance in
November 2021.

NMDC’s iron ore pro-
duction for the period
S e p t e m b e r - O c t o b e r -
November, 2022 is record-
ed as the best ever produc-
tion of these months in a
row, in company history.
With exceptional iron ore
production in the last
three months, the mining
major is preparing to sur-
pass all records in FY23.

Commenting on the
company’s thriving per-
formance, Sumit Deb,

CMD, NMDC said, “With
an upswing in the demand
for steel, we are in the path
to escalate production and
ensure a healthy supply of
iron ore consistently.” The
growth trajectory of our
performance in the last
three months has been ex-
ceptional and displays
NMDC’s commitment to-
wards a self-sufficient na-
tion by setting new bench-
marks.”

NMDC records its best ever
production in Nov 2022

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

Car makers have logged
the best-ever November
sales as demand for per-
sonal transport continued
to remain strong even
after the end of the high-
selling festive season, driv-
ing towards record sales in
2022. Leading automakers
Maruti Suzuki India,
Hyundai, Tata Motors and
Mahindra saw double-
digit growth in dispatches
to dealers last month,
making it the best-ever
November for the passen-
ger vehicle industry. Kia
India, Honda Cars, Skoda
and MG Motor also wit-
nessed strong sales mo-
mentum last month.

Toyota Kirloskar Motor
and Nissan however re-
ported a decline in domes-
tic wholesales as com-
pared to November 2021.

The country’s largest car-
maker Maruti Suzuki
India said its domestic
wholesales rose 18 per cent
to 1,39,306 units as against
1,17,791 units in November
2021. Sales of mini cars,
comprising Alto and S-
Presso, increased to 18,251
units as compared with
17,473 in the same month
last year. The company’s
utility vehicle sales, com-
prising Brezza, Ertiga and

Grand Viatara, rose to
32,563 units as compared
with 24,574 vehicles in the
year-ago month, MSI said.
Commenting on the sales,
Maruti Suzuki India
Senior Executive Officer
(Marketing & Sales)
Shashank Srivastava said
the industry’s wholesales
grew by 31 per cent to
3,22,860 units last month
as compared with 2,45,636
units in November last

year. “This is the highest
ever November sales for
the industry-beating the
previous best of 2.86 lakh
in November 2020,”
Srivastava stated. This is
the sixth consecutive
month that the industry
has seen three lakh-plus
sales in wholesales, he
added.

Elaborating further,
Srivastava said that in the
January-November period
this year the sales have
crossed the 35 lakh mark
for the industry.

“This is the first time be-
cause the previous highest
was in 2018 at 33.8 lakh
units. Last year in this pe-
riod January to November,
the figure was 28 lakh
units. So there is a growth
of about 25 per cent over
last year as far as the cal-
endar year is concerned,”
he added.

Car sales in fast lane in November; Maruti,
Hyundai, Tata Motors post double-digit growth

New Delhi, Dec 02: 

Vantage, a global multi-
asset brokerage firm, is
pleased to announce the
launch of Social Trading
on the Vantage App, mak-
ing it an all-in-one trading
hub that supports both
regular trading and social
trading. The app offers in-
teractive user interface
(UI) and user experience
(UX), with all the essential
and requisite features
available. Considering the
interest of its diversified
user base, it is available in
14 different languages and
accessible on both android
and IOS. Vantage also fea-
tures quick account cre-
ation and its in-app navi-
gation tool is intuitive for
both novice and experi-
enced traders, while con-
currently providing a com-
prehensive range of
charts, technical tools,

order types, and person-
alised trading reports and
alerts. LianJie, Assistant
App Marketing Director at
Vantage explains how the
new feature is revolution-
izing the traditional CFD
industry.

“As our active investor
profile gets younger, our
clients have been more
willing to explore and
adopt innovative trading
methods like social trad-
ing, going beyond tradi-
tional trading methods. At
Vantage, we understand

how technology and inno-
vation can transcend
boundaries, so we have uti-
lized the power of technol-
ogy in our Vantage App to
meet the needs of the next
generation and provide a
seamless and convenient
experience for all our
clients.” While the concept
of having a second source
of income is increasingly
garnering the interest of
youngsters, Vantage aims
to provide an all-encom-
passing trade hub where
people can trade through
gamification.

With its unique and
friendly user interface,
Vantage offers all intricate
turned simple features,
like Moving Averages,
Bollinger Bands, MACD,
charting tools, order man-
agement, custom watch-
lists, trading signals by
Trading Central, news cal-
endar, and more.

Vantage introduces an all-in-one 
app to make trading more interactive

New Delhi, Dec 02:
Mahindra & Mahindra is
recalling over 19,000 units
of the XUV700 and the
Scorpio-N to fix a rubber
part.

In a notice on its web-
site, the auto major said
that it will proactively in-
spect rubber bellow inside
bell housing on a batch of
6,618 Scorpio-N units and
12,566 XUV700 units as-
sembled between July 1
and November 11, 2022. A

sorting process error at
the supplier’s plant, on
specific dates, may have af-
fected operating dimen-
sional clearance of rubber
bellow inside bell housing,
it said. “Keeping with the
company’s stringent quali-
ty standards and exercis-
ing abundant caution,
Mahindra has proactively
engaged in this limited in-
spection and subsequent
rectification, free of cost,”
it added.

Mahindra recalls over 19k
units of XUV700, Scorpio-N

Mumbai, Dec 02: 

The rupee pared its ini-
tial gains and settled down
by 9 paise at 81.35 (provi-
sional) against the US dol-
lar on Friday as the sup-
port from weak dollar was
negated by weak domestic
markets and a surge in
crude oil prices. Forex
traders said foreign fund
outflows also weighed on
investor sentiments. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the local
unit opened at 81.11, but
pared the gains and ended
at 81.35, down 9 paise over
its previous close. During
the day, the local unit wit-
nessed an intraday high of
81.08 and a low of 81.35. On
Thursday, the rupee appre-
ciated by 4 paise to close at
81.26 against the US dollar.
“Weak US Dollar index
supported the rupee.

However, weak domestic
markets, a surge in crude
oil and FII outflows capped
sharp gains,” said Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by
BNP Paribas. The US
Dollar declined as US ISM
manufacturing PMI
slipped into contraction
and positive riskier cur-

rencies such as Euro and
Pound. Euro surged as the
German trade surplus
topped street estimates.
“We expect the Rupee to
trade with a slight nega-
tive bias on risk aversion
in global markets and
fresh outflows by FIIs.
However, softness in the
greenback may support
Rupee at lower levels.
Markets may also take
cues from US non-farm
payroll data today
evening, wherein it is ex-
pected to show a slower
pace of hiring,”
Choudhary added.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.18
per cent to 104.53. Global
oil benchmark Brent
crude futures rose 0.17 per
cent to USD 87.03 per bar-
rel.

Rupee falls 9 paise to 
close at 81.35 against US dollar

ACROSS
1. Highland miss
5. Church tower
10. Farmer’s harvest
14. Much (2 wds.)
15. Forest path
16. Nevada resort
17. Food shop
18. Criminal mastermind
20. Zodiac sign
22. Least daffy

23. Kitchen garb
26. Dry, as wine
27. Infant’s toy
31. Exceedingly
33. Crude mineral
36. Diva’s offerings
37. 500 sheets
38. Infant’s bed
39. Regard
40. Canvas covers
41. Abhor
42. Feed the kitty

43. Lubricates
44. Discourage
45. Cheerleader’s shout
46. Fizzy beverage
47. Most recent
48. Compass dir.
50. Shopping binge
52. Certain Alaskan
55. Kind of exercise
60. Part of New York (2 wds.)
63. Kind
64. Waterfowl
65. Shirt size
66. Family chart
67. Picnic pests
68. Made a choice
69. Probabilities

DOWN
1. Young boys
2. Guinness of “Star Wars”
3. Go it alone
4. Bustle
5. Skunk feature
6. Previous
7. Actor ____ McKellen
8. Apparatus
9. Building extensions
10. Long-legged bird
11. Change a room’s design
12. Individuals
13. Harbor
19. Not hard
21. Friends
24. Partly cover
25. Some tides

27. Speed checker
28. Stadium
29. Get married (3 wds.)
30. Gentle
32. Motel units (abbr.)
34. Ceremonial events
35. Film critic Roger ____
37. Sudden attacks
38. Munch
40. As well as
44. Gentle creature
46. Tractor-trailer
47. Required
49. Autographs
51. Kitchen stove
52. Singer ____ Fitzgerald
53. Before long
54. Scandinavian capital
56. Informed about
57. Sparrow, e.g.
58. Like summertime tea
59. Mediocre grades
61. Track circuit
62. Music or painting
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B o l l y w o o d ’ s
‘Dream Girl’

Hema Malini, who ap-
peared on the singing
reality show ‘Sa Re Ga
Ma Pa Li’l Champs’,
was stunned to see the
performance of con-
testant Jetshen Lama
on the track ‘Tu Kya
Jane O Bewafa’ from
the 1974 film ‘Haath
Ki Safai’. She called it
as perfect as the origi-
nal version.

After the perform-
ance of the 9-year-old
contestant, Hema
said: “You are truly
unbelievable, I could-

n’t have imagined that
a girl like her who is
so quiet behind the
camera, can sing like
this.”

Hema is a trained
Bharatnatyam dancer
and she worked in a
number of hit films
such as ‘Johnny Mera
Naam’, ‘Seeta Aur
Geeta’, ‘Raja Jani’,
‘Dard’, ‘Kudrat’,
‘Andaz’, ‘Hum Dono’,
‘Prem Nagar’,
‘Jugnu’, among oth-
ers. She acted oppo-
site many superstars
like Rajesh Khanna,
D h a r m e n d r a ,

Amitabh Bachchan
and others. She added
while appreciating
the contestant: “I
thought a small shy
girl had walked onto
the stage, but after
watching your per-
formance, I can say
that even the original
song was not like this
the way you sang it.
Very beautiful.”

‘Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
Lil Champs’ is
judged by Neeti
Mohan, Shankar
Mahadevan and
Anu Malik. It airs
on Zee TV.

Hema Malini left in 
awe of ‘Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
Li’l Champs’ contestant

HH aving portrayed several
memorable characters

in his prolific film career
spanning more than four
decades, the multi-talented
Satish Kaushik is excited to
embark on a new journey and
a role that he hasn’t played on
screen before. Essaying the
character of a judge for the
first time in Arbaaz Khan’s
production ‘Patna Shukla’, the
veteran and successful actor-
director-producer has com-
menced filming for the movie
in Bhopal, directed by Vivek
Budakoti, also featuring
Raveena Tandon, Anushka
Kaushik, Jatin Goswami,
Manav Vij and Chandan Roy
Sanyal. Satish Kaushik
informs, “I am playing the
role of a judge for the first
time in my career. Though my
character - Arun Kr Jha is a
respectable judge, he is also a
hen-pecked husband! It’s a

quirky role that way… who
thinks that Raveena’s
(Tandon) character is not apt
to be a lawyer but he appreci-
ates her when she fights for a
good cause. It is a very nice,
sweet character which is

important to the script and
takes the narrative ahead. We
are currently shooting for the
movie in Bhopal in such lovely
weather.” The veteran actor
will be sharing the screen
space with Raveena Tandon
after a long time. “We have
done a few successful films
together in the past including
‘Pardesi Babu’, ‘Bade Miyan
Chote Miyan’, ‘Rajaji’, ‘Aunty
No 1’ and ‘Gharwali
Baharwali’. We jell very well
off screen to the extent that I
call her Raveenay and she
calls me Satishay out of sheer
love and respect for each
other. I am very excited to
work with her again in ‘Patna
Shukla’.
IInntteerreessttiinnggllyy,,  SSaattiisshh  KKaauusshhiikk
iiss  ssiimmuullttaanneeoouussllyy  sshhoooottiinngg  ffoorr
AArrbbaaaazz  KKhhaann’’ss  ‘‘PPaattnnaa  SShhuukkllaa’’
aanndd  SSaallmmaann  KKhhaann
PPrroodduuccttiioonnss’’  ‘‘KKiissii  KKaa  BBhhaaii……
KKiissii  KKii  JJaaaann’’!!

HH appily married to the dream girl of his life
actor and national crush Vicky Kaushal has

explained how love evolves a person into becoming
better professionally and personally. He minces no
words when he says being with that special one is the
most beautiful feeling in the world.
VViicckkyy  mmaarrrriieedd  hhiiss  llaaddyy  lloovvee  KKaattrriinnaa  KKaaiiff  iinn  DDeecceemmbbeerr
22002211  aafftteerr  ddaattiinngg  ffoorr  aallmmoosstt  oovveerr  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss..  HHooww
ddooeess  lloovvee  eevvoollvvee  aa  ppeerrssoonn??

“I think if you r with the right person who really
gives you peace and happiness in your heart and
mind it just makes you the best version of yourself
and that best version of yourself is personally profes-
sionally anywhere you go it creates positive vibes
and create positive energy and you give out the best
that you have because you know you are with the
right person and that peace of mind and happiness is
here there in every cell body.” The 34-year-old star
added: “I think definitely being with that person is
the most beautiful feeling in the world and being in
love is the most beautiful feeling in the world and
that only can bring out the best in you.” Currently, he
is gearing up for the release of his film ‘Govinda Naam
Mera’, which is slated to release on Disney+ Hotstar,
where he is stuck between his girlfriend played by
Kiara Advani and wife essayed by Bhumi Pednekar.
Vicky is the son of Sham Kaushal, an action director in
Indian films and Veena Kaushal, a homemaker. His
family is Punjabi, who hail originally from Hoshiarpur.
Just like any other person, Vicky too is an ardent fan
of Punjabi music. “I listen to Punjabi music a lot.
Punjabi music is my go to music for working out, for
happiness and sadness.” After ‘Govinda Naam Mera’,
Vicky has a slew of films lined up for release, which
includes ‘Sam Bahadur’, Laxman Utekar’s untitled
next and ‘The Great Indian Family’.

Vicky Kaushal
Being in love is the

most beautiful 
feeling in the world

‘Woh Rehne Waali
Mehlon Ki’ actress Reena
Kapoor, who will be play-
ing the role of a widow in
the show ‘Aashao Ka
Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’, shares her experi-
ence of shooting in
Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh,
with the entire cast.

She says: “It’s a won-
derful experience to
shoot outdoor shots in
Ujjain. I’m enjoying
every second I get to
spend with her. The at-
mosphere of the city is
quite different and helps
one feel comfortable.
Additionally, the locals
are incredibly friendly
and caring.”

The actress has been
part of TV shows such as
‘Shakti - Astitva Ke
Ehsaas Ki’, ‘Vishnu
Puran’, ‘Jai Ganga
Maiya’, and many more.

She adds more about her
visit, saying: “We have
planned to see several
well-known locations and
try some well-known
local cuisine, so I am ex-
cited to take a proper
tour of the city. The en-
tire cast is pleased to be
filming here, and I’m
hoping we’ll all have fond
recollections of our little
trip.”

The show revolves
around Bhavna played by
Reena Kapoor and
Raghav played by Rahil
Azam who are complete-
ly opposite to each other
and the plot moves fur-
ther with how they will
be meeting each other
and falling in love.

‘Aashao Ka
S a v e r a … . D h e e r e
Dheere se’ will be start-
ing from December 12
on Star Bharat.

I’m playing the role of a judge for
the first time in ‘Patna Shukla’!

AA ctress Rakul Preet Singh talks about her upcoming
film ‘Chhatriwali’, which focuses on male contracep-

tives and safe sex. Rakul says: “For me, every film of mine
has been special but ‘Chhatriwali’ is extra special for many
reasons. After so many years in the industry, I am finally get-
ting to headline a film and what better than an entertaining
film with a thought-provoking social message.” Rakul plays
the role of quality control head in a condom factory. It is
shown in the film that though initially, Rakul was somewhere
shy about her job, she slowly realised its importance. She
understands the relevance of sex education and takes the
responsibility of spreading awareness. As today(December
1) is World AIDS Day, which is observed to spread awareness
about HIV among people, the actress asserts that it is an
important day to announce this film as the subject deals
with the issues of safe sex. “This World Aids Day, I join the
fight against HIV by raising awareness on the importance of
safe sex and the use of male contraceptives via my
upcoming film, ‘Chhatriwali’,” adds the actress known
for ‘Cuttputlii’, ‘Runway 34’, ‘Attack’, among others.
Produced by Ronnie Screwvala and directed by Tejas
Prabha Vijay Deoskar, ‘Chhatriwali’ features Rakul Preet
Singh and Sumeet Vyas. It will be released soon on ZEE5.

RRaakkuull oonn
‘‘CChhhhaattrriiwwaallii’’

::  ‘‘II  aamm
ffiinnaallllyy  

ggeettttiinngg  
ttoo  hheeaaddlliinnee  

aa  ffiillmm’’

RRaakkuull oonn
‘‘CChhhhaattrriiwwaallii’’

::  ‘‘II  aamm
ffiinnaallllyy  

ggeettttiinngg  
ttoo  hheeaaddlliinnee  

aa  ffiillmm’’
Reena Kapoor recalls shooting in

Ujjain for ‘Aashao Ka Savera...’

U tkarsh Sharma is all
set to embark on a

new journey as a leading
man with the upcoming
drama Gadar 2, but over 2
decades before that, the
youngster got a once in a
lifetime opportunity when
he got to play Sunny Deol’s
son in the blockbuster
Gadar. Utkarsh was a child
back then, but having seen
the working of a superstar
at such a young age sure
did shape his creative

process up as an artist.
Working together as father
and son in Gadar, Sunny
and Utkarsh got a lot of
time to work closely with
each other and those being
his formative years,
Utkarsh imbibed a lot of
qualities from the star
actor. Not only that,
Utkarsh’s father and film-
maker Anil Sharma has
delivered many successful
films together with Sunny
in the past, and thus hav-
ing been in close vicinity
of him for a great part of
his childhood, Utkarsh
considered the veteran
actor a true inspiration.
Reminiscing some of the
best qualities of Sunny
that left him awestruck,
Utkarsh recalls how dur-
ing the shoot of Hero:
Love Story Of A Spy,
Sunny used to wake up at 4
am for an early morning
schedule starting at 7 am.

Utkarsh Sharma is highly
inspired by Sunny Deol!
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France’s Stephanie Frappart made history on Thursday when
she became the first woman to take charge of a men’s World
Cup finals game during Costa Rica’s Group E match against
Germany. Frappart, 38, led the first all-female refereeing team
in a men’s World Cup in the game at the Al Bayt Stadium
alongside assistants Neuza Back from Brazil and Mexico’s
Karen Diaz. It was yet another achievement in the illustrious
career of Frappart, who began officiating youth games at the
age of 13 in Herblay-sur-Seine, north-west of Paris, where she
grew up. Frappart entered the history books when she became
the first woman to referee a French Ligue 1 match in 2019, offi-
ciating a game between Amiens and Strasbourg. The same
year, Frappart also took charge of the UEFA Super Cup
between Liverpool and Chelsea, becoming the first woman to
officiate in a major men’s European match.  In 2020, she
became the first woman to officiate a Champions League
match, taking charge of the game between Juventus and
Dynamo Kyiv. 

Spain in recovery mode
after losing to Japan

It’s not how Spain imagined reaching the knockout phase of
the World Cup: finishing the group stage with a loss and hav-
ing to rely on other teams to help it advance. Spain survived
but heads into the round of 16 against Morocco with bruised
confidence after losing 2-1 to Japan. “We have to recover emo-
tionally,” Spain coach Luis Enrique said after the match
Thursday. “We will be playing against one of the surprise
teams of the World Cup and we will have to be fully prepared.
There are only 16 teams left in the tournament and you have
to play better. It’s going to be very difficult.” Few expected
Spain would have such a hard time getting through the group
stage in Qatar after opening with a 7-0 thrashing of Costa
Rica. It had also played well against Germany despite conced-
ing a late equalizer, and a draw against Japan in the final group
game would have been enough to send Spain through to the
round of 16. But after going into what Luis Enrique called “col-
lapse mode” in a five-minute span after halftime, Spain was in
danger of an embarrassing early exit, which it avoided thanks
to Germany’s 4-2 win over Costa Rica in the other Group E
match. 

USA’s coach #00 Gregg Berhalter applauds the fans.

US coach Gregg Berhalter
to draw on Dutch lessons

Gregg Berhalter knows plenty about Dutch soccer he turned
pro in the Netherlands 28 years ago. He will look to draw on
the lessons he learned there when he coaches the United
States against Oranje on Saturday for a place in the quarter-
finals of the World Cup in Qatar. The Americans have not
reached the quarterfinals since 2002. The U.S. was knocked
out in the round of 16 in extra-time losses to Ghana in 2010
and Belgium in 2014, then failed to qualify for the 2018 tour-
nament. “We deserve to be in the position we’re in and we
want to keep going,” Berhalter said. “So for us, it’s about
how we recover from this game and prepare to play against
a very good Dutch team, very well coached, ton of quality all
over the field, and we have to come up with an idea of how
to beat them.” The United States has played the Netherlands
five times previously, all in friendlies, losing at home in 1998
and at Amsterdam in 2004 and 2010. The U.S. rallied for a 4-
3 win at Amsterdam Arena in 2015 when Danny Williams
equalized in the 88th minute and Bobby Wood scored 96 sec-
onds later. 

Australia in party mode
Australia hailed Graham Arnold’s new ‘golden generation’ on
Thursday and fans demanded a national holiday as the coun-
try celebrated the Socceroos’ unlikely advance to the World
Cup knockout phase. Thousands gathered at Melbourne’s Fed
Square in the middle of the night to watch Australia’s 1-0 upset
of Denmark on a big screen, and were left dancing in the
smoky light of flares as the Socceroos set up a last 16 clash
against Argentina. Arnold’s team matched the side who made
the last 16 at the 2006 World Cup in Germany but with a squad
lacking the pedigree of the players from 16 years ago who
came to be known as Australia’s “golden generation”. “Tell
your kids. Tell your loved ones. Tell your mates. Whisper it, yell
it, scream it, put it on a T-shirt and wear it to bed. Hard work
gets you places,” Australian soccer pundit Adam Peacock
wrote on the Herald Sun newspaper’s website.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Doha, Dec 02 (AP):

Same stadium. Same re-
sult. Similar shocking vic-
tory for Japan at the
World Cup. After beating
Germany 2-1 in its opener,
Japan found its way into
the round of 16 of the
World Cup by defeating
Spain by the same score in
its last group game
Thursday. Spain also ad-
vanced despite the loss.
Japan scored twice early
in the second half to come
from behind and defeat
another European power-
house and make it to the
knockout stage for the sec-
ond straight time. It was
the first time Japan has
advanced past the group
stage in back-to-back tour-
naments.

Ao Tanaka scored the
winning goal from close
range early in the second
half. It took about two
minutes for video review
officials to confirm the
ball hadn’t gone out of
bounds before the goal
that gave Japan the win at
Khalifa International
Stadium, which is where
Japan had shocked
Germany in its opener.

Japan finished at the
top of Group E to set up a
last-16 matchup against
Croatia. Spain finished
second and will take on
Morocco.

Spain and Germany
which beat Costa Rica 4-2
both had three points in
the group. But Spain had a
superior goal difference
from its first group match
so Germany was eliminat-
ed.

The group standings
bounced back and forth
during both matches.
Costa Rica was beating
Germany at one point. If
that result had stood,
Costa Rica would have
eliminated Spain.

lvaro Morata scored
first for Spain in the 11th
minute and Spain was in
control until Japan rallied

after halftime. Ritsu Doan
equalized in the 48th with
a left-footed shot from out-
side the box, and Tanaka
added the second three
minutes later.

Morata became the first
player to score in the first
three Spain matches at
the World Cup since
Telmo Zarra in 1950.

Spain had opened with
a 7-0 rout of Costa Rica be-
fore conceding late in a 1-1
draw against Germany.

Japan was eliminated
by Belgium in the last 16
in Russia. It has never
gone past the round of 16
at World Cups.

Japan beats Spain 2-1 as
both teams advance Al Khor (Qatar), Dec 02 (AP):

Germany was eliminat-
ed from the group stage of
the World Cup for the sec-
ond tournament in a row.

The four-time champi-
ons beat Costa Rica 4-2
Thursday but it wasn’t
enough to reach the round
of 16. Japan’s 2-1 victory
over Spain in the other
group game allowed both
of those teams to advance
instead, with the Japanese
team finishing at the top
of Group E.

“I was just in the chang-
ing room and as you can
imagine, the disappoint-
ment is huge,” Germany
coach Hansi Flick said.

Playing as defending
champions at the last
World Cup, Germany also
was knocked out in the
group stage. Germany,
which lost to Japan in its
opening match in Qatar,
needed help from the
other match in order to ad-
vance with a victory at Al
Bayt Stadium, but things
didn’t go its way. If Spain
had beaten Japan, the
Germans would have fin-
ished second in the group.
It all started so well with
Serge Gnabry putting
Germany in front against
Costa Rica with a 10th-
minute header and Spain
taking an early lead
against Japan at the
Khalifa International
Stadium in Doha. Both

matches were turned up-
side down in the second
half. Yeltsin Tejeda evened
the score in the 58th
minute and Juan Vargas
scrambled another in the
70th, putting Costa Rica
ahead 2-1 and on target to
advance at Spain’s ex-
pense. But Germany sub-
stitute Kai Havertz made
it 2-2 three minutes later
and then restored
Germany’s lead in the
85th. Another substitute,
Niclas F llkrug, added the
fourth. Japan finished at
the top of Group E with

six points, two more than
both Spain and Germany.
Spain progressed because
of its better goal differ-
ence, with most of them
coming from its opening 7-
0 rout of Costa Rica, and
will next face Morocco.
Japan will take on
Croatia. Germany would
have needed five more
goals to match the
Spanish tally. The match
was also notable because
French referee St phanie
Frappart became the first
woman to officiate a men’s
World Cup match.

Germany out of World Cup
despite 4-2 win over Costa Rica

Perth, Dec 02 (AP):

Fast bowlers Mitchell
Starc and Pat Cummins
grabbed three wickets
apiece to dismiss West
Indies for 283 and put
Australia in the box seat
in the opening cricket
Test at the Perth
Stadium here on Friday.
Refusing to enforce the
follow-on, Australia was
29-1 at stumps on the
third day, and in charge
of the match with  a 344-
run lead. David Warner
and Marnus

Labuschagne will re-
sume on 17 and three, re-
spectively, after Usman
Khawaja fell for six.

West Indies were on
237-4 at tea, and soon
after from 245-4, before
losing the last six wick-
ets for 48 runs to the sec-
ond new ball to hand
Australia a 315-run first
innings lead. West Indies
had resumed the day on
74-0, and progressed to
150-1 at lunch before
some outstanding fast
bowling by Starc (3-51)
and Cummins (3-34) cut
short the innings. Off-
spinner Nathan Lyon
claimed 2-61 while fast
bowlers Josh Hazlewood
and Cameron Green took
a wicket  apiece.

Only skipper Kraigg
Brathwaite (64) and
debutant Tangenarine
Chanderpaul (51) im-
pressed. Australia’s in-
nings was built on dou-
ble centuries by
Labuschagne (200) and
Steve Smith, 200 not out,
after the  homeside won
the toss and batted.

Rawalpindi, Dec 02 (AP):

Pakistan reached a rela-
tively quiet 181-0 after
England was bowled out
for an aggressive 657 on
the second day of its
record-setting first test in
Pakistan in 17 years on
Friday. Openers Imam-ul-
Haq and Abdullah
Shafique hit sedate half
centuries, but could exhib-
it only half of the England
batters’ aggression on a
grass-less wicket where
neither fast bowlers nor
spinners have troubled
the batters. Shafique was
unbeaten on 89 of158 balls
while Imam was not out
on 90 of 148 balls, but
Pakistan still trails
England by 476 runs.

Imam should have been
dismissed very early into
the second session but
wicketkeeper Ollie Pope
couldn’t grab a faint edge
in left-arm spinner Jack
Leach’s first over. On an
unresponsive wicket for
the bowlers, England per-
sisted with spinners for
the majority of the second

session with veteran
James Anderson bowling
only one over after lunch
and Ollie Robinson two
overs. Imam and Shafique
batted confidently against
Leach’s left-arm spin, but
were more attacking
against offspinner Will
Jacks, who conceded 68
runs off his 19 overs.

After amassing a world
record 506-4 in 75 overs on
the opening day when
four of the five top-order
England batters scored
centuries, England added

151 runs at the same elec-
trifying pace to rack up its
highest total in a test in-
nings against Pakistan.
England’s previous best
effort against Pakistan
came at Manchester in
2016 when it scored 589-8.
Zahid Mahmood recorded
the most expensive fig-
ures in a debut test in-
nings when he finished
with 4-235 as England bat-
ters swept and reverse
swept the leg-spinner
with ease on a placid
wicket.

Japan’s midfielder #08 Ritsu Doan (L) celebrates scor-
ing his team’s first goal during the Qatar 2022 World
Cup Group E football match between Japan and Spain
at the Khalifa International Stadium in Doha.

Germany players stand on the pitch at the end of the
Qatar 2022 World Cup Group E football match between
Costa Rica and Germany at the Al-Bayt Stadium in Al
Khor, north of Doha.

Starc, Cummins put Australia
in charge vs West Indies

Pakistan reaches 181-0 after
England out for record 657

Doha, Dec 02 (AP):

Australia’s players
speak in glowing, almost
reverential terms about
Lionel Messi. “He just
does things that, you
know, no one else can do,”
forward Mathew Leckie
said. Milos Degenek went
even further. “Probably,”
the Socceroos defender
said, “the best footballer
ever to grace the game.”

Imagine, then, how they’ll
be feeling on Saturday
when they share the same
field as Messi and his
Argentina team  in the last
16 of the World Cup.

These are pinch-your-
self times for a group of
unheralded players who
were expected to be on
their way home by this
stage of the tournament.
Yet here they are in Doha,
looking to cause the latest

upset in a World Cup that
has been full of them right
from the moment Saudi
Arabia shocked Argentina
in perhaps the most un-
likely win in the tourna-
ment’s 92-year history.

That set the tone for the
past two weeks, during
which Japan has beaten
both Germany and Spain,
Morocco has defeated
Belgium, Tunisia has
beaten France and, let’s
not forget, Australia has
stunned Denmark. The
Australians want to add to
that list. “No one expects
us to win,” Leckie said.
“So let’s shock the world.”
Don’t expect any compla-
cency among the
Argentina squad, though.
Not after what transpired
against Saudi Arabia dur-
ing the group stage. “We
know, at the moment,
everything is very diffi-
cult,” said Messi, who is
bidding to win the World
Cup in his fifth and likely
last attempt. “All the oppo-
nents are complicated. We
know it as well as any-
one.”

Pooja ruled out of T20
series vs Australia

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):
India allrounder Pooja
Vastrakar was ruled out due
to an injury as selectors on
Friday picked promising un-
capped left-arm pacer Anjali
Sarvani for the upcoming
five-match T20I series
against Australia beginning
on December 9 in Mumbai.

Pooja, who led India C
team in the Women’s T20
Challenger in Raipur, was
“ruled out owing to an in-
jury and was not considered
for selection,” said a state-
ment issued by BCCI secre-
tary Jay Shah.

The 25-year-old Andhra
left-arm medium pacer
Anjali impressed with her
tidy bowling display in
Poonam Yadav-led India A’s
runners-up finish in the
Women’s Challenger earlier
last month. Anjali was ex-
ceptional against India D
and finished with figures of
2 for 11 from her three overs
to clinch them a final spot.
Overall, she bagged three
wickets from four matches
and returned with a tidy
economy rate of 5.50.

The Australia series will
also mark the return of
Maharashtra left-handed
allrounder Devika Vaidya
after more than four years.

Messi, Argentina try to avoid
World Cup upset vs Australia

Argentina’s forward Lionel Messi (L) forward Angel
Correa (C) and forward Lautaro Martinez warm-up dur-
ing a training session at the Qatar University in Doha.

Jackson stars in Saurashtra’s
Vijay Hazare triumph

Ahmedabad, Dec 02 (PTI):

Sheldon Jackson played
one of the most important
innings of his career, an
unbeaten 133, to guide
Saurashtra to their second
Vijay Hazare Trophy title
as they comfortably beat
Maharashtra by five wick-
ets in the final, here
Friday.

Saurashtra’s well-oiled
bowling unit led by its
skipper, tamed a formida-
ble batting line-up from
Maharashtra before old
domestic warhorse
Jackson’s unbeaten centu-
ry overshadowed national
contender Ruturaj
Gaikwad’s 108 to chase
down a target of 249 with
21 balls to spare.

“I think the toss did play
a crucial role, we were lag-
ging behind. It was 30-70
percent of advantage/dis-
advantage. After 30-40
overs, we were ahead.
Batting first, 250 was a
very good total,” Gaikwad
said after the match.

As Gaikwad rightly con-
ceded, that toss did be-
come one of the major de-
ciding factors as Unadkat
rightly put Maharashtra
into bat. At the onset, he
led the bowling show with
an exemplary opening
spell (6-1-5-0) in the
Powerplay after electing to
field as Gaikwad batted in
a painstakingly slow fash-
ion scoring 15 off first 61
balls. “(It is) unbelievable
and yet to sink in.

Winning one time is amaz-
ing but winning it second
time proves that we are a
champion side. Big game,
big guys stepped up,” the
champion skipper said at
the post-match presenta-
tion ceremony. While
Unadkat (1/25 with 41 dot
balls) was Saurashtra’s
bowling hero in the first 10
overs, keeping the danger-
ous Gaikwad under tight
leash, the last 10 overs of
the Maharashtra innings
belonged to all-rounder
Chirag Jani. The seam
bowling all-rounder’s 48th
over hat-trick (Saurabh
Nawale, Rajvardhan
Hagargekar and Vicky
Ostwal) did stop
Maharashtra from adding
at least 20 more runs.

History at FIFA WC! Frappart
leads trio of female officials

Spain’s midfielder #16 Rodri (R) takes part in a training ses-
sion at the Qatar University training ground in Doha.

NAVY DAY CELEBRATIONS 

Operational demonstration as part India Navy Day celebrations in Viasakhapatnam.

NGT directs Manipur government
to pay Rs 200 cr for improper solid

and liquid waste management
New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI): 

The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has direct-
ed the Manipur govern-
ment to pay Rs 200 crore as
environmental compensa-
tion for improper manage-
ment of solid and liquid
waste. A bench headed by
chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel said
remedial action cannot
wait for an indefinite peri-
od, nor loose-ended time-
lines without accountabili-
ty can be a solution.

It said the responsibility
of the state is to have a
comprehensive time-
bound plan with tied-up
resources to control 
pollution.

The bench, also com-

prising Justice Sudhir
Agarwal and expert mem-
ber A Senthil Vel, said it is
high time the state re-
alised its duty to the law
and to citizens and adopts
further monitoring at its
own level.

"Compliance of environ-
mental norms on the sub-
ject of waste management
has to be on high on priori-
ty," the bench said.

The tribunal said the
first change required is to
set up a centralised single
window mechanism for
planning, capacity build-
ing and monitoring of
waste management at the
state level.

It should be headed by
an officer of the rank of
Additional Chief

Secretary with representa-
tion from the departments
of Urban Development,
Rural Development,
Environment and Forest,
Agriculture, Water
Resources, Fisheries and
Industries, the tribunal
said.

Fixing accountability of
the state authorities for
the gap in sewage genera-
tion and treatment along
with the gap in solid waste
management, the tribunal
said: "We levy compensa-
tion of Rs 200 crores on the
state on the polluter pays
principle for its failure in
scientifically managing
the liquid and solid waste "

The amount may be
kept in a ring-fenced ac-
count to be operated as

per directions of the
Chief Secretary, the tribu-
nal added.

The funds available for
solid waste management
can be utilised for setting
up solid waste processing
facilities, remediation of
legacy waste and setting
up of sewage treatment
plants (STPs) and Faecal
Sludge Treatment Plant
(FSSTPs), the green 
panel said.

"Moreover, there are bet-
ter alternatives to utilise
the wet waste for compost-
ing at appropriate loca-
tions and the scale of ex-
penditure for STPs may be
reviewed in the light of re-
alistic expenses involved
in decentralised or tradi-
tional systems," it added.
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New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI): 

A Delhi court has ac-
quitted former Delhi min-
ister Rajender Pal
Gautam, AAP MLA
Durgesh Pathak and 36
others in a case of holding
protest against rising
petrol and diesel prices de-
spite prohibitory orders in
view of COVID-19 pandem-
ic in September 2020.

Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
Vaibhav Mehta said the
prosecution failed to prove
beyond doubt whether the
prohibition order was duly
communicated to the pro-
testers before they were de-
tained and an FIR was reg-
istered.

The prosecution also
failed to prove that the ac-
cused persons were part of
the illegal gathering and
were present at the spot in
violation of the prohibito-
ry notification.

The court further ob-
served that it could be rea-
sonably believed that the
accused persons were not
aware of the notification
prohibiting large gather-
ing.

"There is no proof show-
ing that the accused per-
sons were informed either
by loudspeakers/ ban-
ners/ placards regarding
imposition of the prohibi-
tion issued under Section
144 CrPC prohibiting large
gatherings," the court said.

According to police, on
September 1, 2020 the ac-
cused persons had organ-
ised a protest in view of
rising prices of petrol and
diesel despite being ex-
plained that on account of
spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic, such kind of gath-
ering, protest, rally was
not allowed.

Police also submitted
that section 144 CrPC was
in force in entire Delhi and
such a gathering was not
allowed, however, the ac-
cused disobeyed the order.
Therefore, an FIR under
section 188 (Disobedience
to order duly promulgated
by public servant)/ 34
(common intention) of IPC
was lodged.

In its judgment passed
on November 25, the court
noted that the prosecution
did not place on record any
evidence to prove the fac-
tum of communication of
the prohibition order, and
there was no videography
or photographs placed on
record in that regard.

"The prosecution has
not placed on record any-
thing to show that public
address system was used
by the police to give any
warning to the public or to
show that the persons who
had gathered were ap-
prised about the imposi-
tion of section 144 CrPC
and in what mode and
manner this was commu-
nicated," it said.

Mangaluru, Dec 02 (PTI): 

Three teams of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) who have ar-
rived in the city, have start-
ed investigation into the
blast in an autorickshaw
in the city on November
19. Police sources said all
the documents relating to
the case with suspected
terror links have been
handed over to the NIA,
which officially took over
the investigation on
Thursday.

The case has been hand-
ed over to the NIA as per
the instructions of the
state DG&IGP Praveen
Sood, city police
Commissioner N Shashi
Kumar said. The prime ac-
cused in the case and ter-
ror suspect Mohammed

Shariq had already been
interrogated by the police
after his health condition
was stated to be stable by
the doctors, the commis-
sioner said.

Shariq had suffered 40
per cent burns in the blast
when the cooker bomb he
was carrying exploded in
the auto rickshaw at
Nagori on the outskirts of
the city. Police sources
said during questioning, it
was revealed that he had
received funds in his ac-
count from abroad. He had
opened an account
through dark web and by
converting the money into
rupee, he used to transfer
it to different accounts, the
sources said.

Police have also received
information that he had
credited amount to the

bank accounts of many
people in Mysuru. Based
on this, the police have
questioned over 40 persons
in Mysuru, sources said.
Meanwhile, Udupi district
superintendent of police
Hakay Akshay
Machhindra confirmed
the visit of accused Shariq
to the Sri Krishna mutt in
Udupi in October.

He told reporters in
Udupi that police have re-
ceived information during
his questioning and
Mangaluru police had
come to Udupi and held
further enquiries.
Machhindra said he had
held discussions with the
deputy commissioner on
the security to be provided
to the several temples in
Udupi district after the in-
cident in Mangaluru.

‘Geopolitics to become 
integral part of IT industry’

Kolkata, Dec 02 (PTI): 

Geopolitics will de-
fine business decisions
in the IT industry
going ahead, and com-
panies will have to
turn their focus on
real-time data to stay
ahead of the competi-
tion, said Amitabh Ray,
the managing director
of Ericsson Global
Services India.

Ray said geopolitics
can no more be over-
looked by IT companies
in the aftermath of the
Russia-Ukraine crisis
and the COVID-19 pan-
demic. "In the IT indus-
try, we were very happy
to keep ourselves away

from politics, but now
it will become an inte-
gral part of informa-
tion technology, be-
cause decisions about
places where we can do
business and with
whom will be driven by
geopolitics.

We have to adjust to
this," he told PTI on the
sidelines of a session
at INFOCOM 2022, an
IT event organised by
the ABP Group. The
senior company offi-
cial said business lead-
ership needs to be rede-
fined in today's times,
and a key aspect of
that is to take into ac-
count factors like
"nowcasting".

‘Cong only believes in stalling, delaying and misleading’
Ahmedabad, Dec 02 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
alleged that the Congress
only believed in 'atkana,
latkana aur bhatkana'
(stalling, delaying and mis-
leading), and said those
who looted poor people in
the country were now
abusing him for putting an
end to corruption.

He also alleged that the
previous Congress govern-
ments never showed any
interest in bringing the
Narmada river water to the
parched regions of Gujarat
as the party was only inter-
ested in doing those works
where there was scope to
indulge in corruption.

Modi was addressing a
rally in Kankrej village of

Banaskantha district,
where voting for the sec-
ond phase of Gujarat
Assembly polls will be held
on December 5. "Congress
only believed in 'atkana',
'latkana' and 'bhatkana'.
Elderly people from this re-
gion would tell you how
Congress governments
used to talk about bringing
Narmada water in this
parched region, but noth-
ing was done on that front
during their rule," he said.

The prime minister ac-
cused the Congress of try-
ing to stall the construc-
tion of the Sardar Sarovar
dam and supporting those
who delayed the project
through litigations, a
veiled reference to
Narmada Bachao Andolan
(NBA) activist Medha

Patkar. "Can people of
Banaskantha forgive those
who indulged in this sin of
stopping water from com-

ing here? Congress was re-
sponsible for keeping
Banaskantha thirsty. They
must be punished. I hope
you will not forget this dur-
ing polling," Modi said.

"Congress never shows
interest in those works
where their leaders do not
find any opportunity to
make money. Since they
used to get kickbacks in
the relief work wherein
people were given the task
to dig pits during drought,
Congress was not provid-
ing water. Because they
knew that if water is sup-
plied here, their illegal in-
come will stop," he alleged.

According to him, it was
the BJP government which
brought Narmada water
into this parched region
and promised that it will

reach those areas too
which were left behind.
The PM said his govern-
ment at the Centre had
pumped in nearly Rs 1 lakh
crore to finish as many as
99 water supply schemes
which were abandoned
across the country during
Congress rule.

Without taking names,
Modi said those who "loot-
ed" poor citizens are now
giving him 'gaalis' (abuses)
for putting an end to cor-
rupt practices, like can-
celling nearly four crore
fake ration cards. "Food
grains meant for the poor
were diverted somewhere
else. If you rob poor people,
Modi will take action. And
when such people are
caught, they start abusing
me," he said.

CBI gets Centre’s nod to seek LR for collecting evidence
on Nirav Modi’s brother-in-law,from Singapore

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI): 

The CBI on Friday told
the Supreme Court it has
got the Centre's go ahead
to move a Mumbai court
for issuance of letters
rogatory (LR) to a
Singapore court for ob-
taining evidence against
Mainak Mehta, the broth-
er-in-law of fugitive dia-
mantaire Nirav Modi,
who is an accused in the
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud case.

Additional Solicitor
General S V Raju, appear-
ing for the central probe
agency, told a bench com-
prising Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justice
P S Narasimha about the
Union home ministry
having granted it the
sanction to move the spe-
cial CBI court in Mumbai
for issuance of LR to a
Singapore court.

Letters Rogatory is a
document making a re-

quest through a foreign
court to obtain evidence
from a person living
under the territorial ju-
risdiction of the request-
ed court within the ambit
of Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty
(MLAT) and on the basis
of reciprocity if no such
treaty exists.

The law officer also
said the plea seeking is-
suance of LR will be filed
in the Mumbai court
within three working
days. The bench, which
had asked Mehta to write
to the banks, where his
accounts are being
probed by the CBI, and
seek the statements of
transactions, noted the
submissions of the law
officer and fixed the plea
of the probe agency for
hearing on December 14.

The CBI, through its
Director, Banking
Securities Fraud Branch,
Mumbai, has challenged

in the apex court the
August 23 order of the
Bombay High Court
which had allowed Mehta
to travel to Hong Kong
and stay there for three
months.

The CBI has been alleg-
ing Mehta received a
large sum of money si-
phoned off in the PNB
fraud which was trans-
ferred to his wife's bank
account.

Earlier, the top court
had decided to hear after
two weeks the CBI's plea
against the Bombay High
Court order allowing
Mehta to travel abroad.

"Banks have said that
the matter is being looked
into. Let the proceedings
be listed exactly after two
weeks when we will have
the status of the
progress," the bench said
in its order.

Senior advocate Amit
Desai, appearing for
Mehta, had said a com-

munication has been sent
to the banks seeking
statement of transac-
tions.

Desai said Mehta has
been cooperating with
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) and was
made an approver in the
money laundering case
involving Modi, and now
he is being harassed by
the CBI.

The CBI, on the other
hand, said Mehta is relat-
ed to Neerav Modi, an ac-
cused in the multi-crore
rupees Punjab National
Bank (PNB) fraud case
and had not cooperated
fully in the probe.

On October 18, the top
court had asked the CBI
and the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) to sit to-
gether and share materi-
al with regard to the
money transactions and
disclosures made by
Mehta with each other.

The CBI had flagged is-

sues with regard to non-
disclosure by Mehta of
transactions in bank ac-
counts, including the one
based in Singapore, two
transactions of USD 8.9
million and USD 1.8 mil-
lion transferred by
Modi's father.

The probe agency had
said Mehta should share
the details with it after
which he might be con-
sidered for travelling
abroad.

The CBI has submitted,
Mehta a British citizen,
has given certain details
but not made full disclo-
sure with regard to the
said bank accounts and
there is apprehension
that he may not return to
India if allowed to travel
abroad.

It has alleged an
amount of USD 30 mil-
lion was sent by Modi,
which was diverted by
Mehta, and said it needs
to know the details.
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SC refuses to entertain plea
seeking waiver of enrolment

fees for transgender 
people as lawyers

New Delhi, Dec 02 (PTI):
The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to entertain a plea
which sought the waiving of
registration fee for transgen-
der lawyers charged by the
statutory Bar bodies for enrol-
ment, saying such issues do
not fall under the parameters
of the judicial review. A
bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justice P S Narasimha said
that the parameters of judi-
cial review did not allow con-
stitutional courts to pass or-
ders such as waiver of enrol-
ment fees. "You cannot say
that you do not charge an en-
rolment fee. Why just trans-
gender persons, why not ex-
tend this to women, disabled
and marginalised persons,"
the CJI asked. "You must un-
derstand the parameters of
judicial review." The bench
asked why only in the legal
profession, such fee waiver
should be extended to the
medical field also, and said it
would dismiss the plea. The
counsel for petitioner M
Karpagam then decided to
withdraw the petition.

Court fines police inspectors
for arresting innocent 
person in POCSO case

Mangaluru, Dec 02 (PTI): 

The second
Additional Fast-track
Special Court (POCSO
court) here has or-
dered two women po-
lice officers to pay a
fine of Rs 5 lakh for ar-
resting an innocent
person and keeping
him in judicial cus-
tody for one year in a
POCSO (Prevention of
Children from Sexual
Offences) case.

Judge K U Radhakr-
ishna, in his order, di-
rected sub-inspector P
P Rosamma and in-
spector Revathi of the
women police station
in the city to pay the
fine as compensation
to Naveen Sequeira,
who was acquitted by
the court in the case.

The judge ordered
also the State Home
Department secretary

to take legal action
against the erring
women police officers.

Sequeira was arrest-
ed on mistaken identi-
ty based on the state-
ment of the victim in
the case who men-
tioned the name of
Naveen as her tormen-
tor. The case was
slapped on Sequeira
by the sub-inspector
and was handed over
to the inspector
Revathi for investiga-
tion Subsequently, a
chargesheet was filed
against him.

During the hearing
and taking into cog-
nizance the argu-
ments of the lawyers
for Sequeira, the court
came to the conclu-
sion that Sequeira
was innocent and
slapped the fine on the
two erring police offi-
cers.

PM Narendra Modi ad-
dresses a BJP election

campaign rally ahead of
the second phase of vot-

ing of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Patan district, Friday.

Delhi court acquits ex-AAP Minister Rajender
Pal Gautam in case related to protest

NIA begins probe into Mangaluru blast


