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Bhilai, Dec 01: World
Aids day was observed on
01-December2022 at
Chhattisgarh Nursing
College, Dhanora. The
Principal and Vice-
Principal of Chhattisgarh
Nursing College, Dhanora
emphasized on the preven-
tion and control aspects
and also stressed on the
awareness of HIV-AIDS
among the high-risk
groups.

The students participat-
ed in a rally under the
guidance of faculties of
college & presented a skit

(Nukkad - Natak ) at
Dhanora and Hanoda vil-
lage. The villagers also
supported the students
and participated with

them. Finally, health talks
were given by the students
& oaths were taken to
stand against the deadly
disease HIV-AIDS.
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Bhilai, Dec 01: Selection
of Day boarding Cadets
will be held in 11 Sports at
designated grounds/
Clubs in December 2022.
This will be organised by
Sports, Culture and Civic
amenities department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.

Boxing selection will be
held from December 07-10,
2022 at Boxing Club,
Sector 02. The Selectors
for Boxing will be
Rajendra Prasad, CM
Thakur, KK Dhasmana
and Tirat Raut. Power
Lifting selection will be
held from December 08-10,
2022 at Power Gym, Sector
06. Krishna Sahu, Mahesh
Patel and Santosh Kumar

will be the Selectors for
Power Lifting.

Selection for
Badminton will be held
from December 07-10, 2022
at Indoor stadium, Civic
Centre. Praveen Upadhyay
and Mahmood Jan will be
the Selectors for
Badminton. Selection for
Volleyball will be held
from December 08-10, 2022
at Volleyball ground, Pant
Stadium, Sector 01.

Khwaja Ahmad, Arun
Kumar Yadav and Arun
Kumar Soni will select
Boys for Volleyball while
Vinod Nair, Lallan and
Manoj Kumar will select
Girls for Volleyball.
Selection for Basketball
will be held from
December 12-14, 2022 at

Basketball ground, Pant
stadium, Sector 02. RS
Guar and Parminder
Singh will select Boys for
Basketball while Sarjeet
Chakaravarty and S
Bindu will select Girls for
Basketball.

Handball selection will
be held from December 05-
07, 2022 at Handball com-
plex, Sector 04. BD
Kurupati and S Prabhas
will select Handball play-
ers. Cricket selection will
be held from December 07-
09, 2022 at Cricket ground,
Civic Centre. K
Rajagopalan, Raja
Banerjee, Uttam Dey and
Paramjeet Singh will be
the Selectors for Cricket.

Athletics selection will
be held from December 12-

13, 2022 at Athletics
ground, Bokaro hostel,
Sector 04. Anirudh,
Damodaran, Sunil Kumar
and Shiv Kumar will se-
lect Athletes. Selection for
Lawn Tennis will be held
from December 12-14, 2022
at Tennis complex, Indira
Place, Civic centre. Rajesh
Patil and BL Maurya will
select Tennis players.

Selection for Football
will be held from
December 14-16, 2022 at
Football ground, Pant sta-
dium, Sector 01. MM
Baigha, Vinod Singh and
Mithilesh Singh will se-
lect Football players.
Selection for Hockey will
be held from December 12-
13, 2022 at Jayanti stadi-
um, Sector 10. Dennis

Christy, Ajitesh Masih
and Lata Pillai will select
Hockey players.

Students (Boys and
Girls) between 14-16 years
whose DOB is between
October 01, 2006 and
September 30, 2008 can
participate in the
Selection trials. Players
will be selected based on
designated rules and profi-
ciency in the Sport.
Photocopy of Aadhar
card, previous year's
marksheet and copy of
Birth certificate along-
with 2 passport size pho-
tos need to be brought for
the selection trials.
Abhijit Bhowmick, AM (S,
C & CA) will be Incharge
of the Selection for Day
boarding.

3662 youth appear on the first
day of Agniveer recruitment

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: The un-
precedented enthusiasm
among youth was visible
here in Durg in the army
recruitment rally. A large
number of youths are
reaching the army re-
cruitment site to display
their skills. On the first
day of army recruitment,
5586 youths from 4 dis-
tricts had registered, in
which 3662 youths
reached to participate in
the recruitment rally.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the arrange-
ments for the stay and food
of these youths have been
made by the administra-
tion and continuous moni-
toring of all the arrange-
ments is being done.
Giving information in this
regard, Deputy Director

(Manpower Planning)
Rajkumar Kurre said that
all the queries of the youth
are being resolved from
the Control Room. Nodal
officers are continuously
engaged in monitoring the
situation. Wherever there
is any kind of problem, it
is being immediately re-
solved.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena is regularly

visiting the army recruit-
ment site to take stock of
the facilities and is con-
stantly taking information
about the arrangements
from the nodal officers.

As per the schedule of
the recruitment rally from
December 1 to December
8, the candidates of
Balrampur, Bemetara and
Janjgir Champa will ap-
pear on 2nd December,

Balodabazar, Mungeli on
3rd December, Bilaspur,
Kondagaon, Korea,
Raigad on 4th December,
Bijapur, Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Sukma,
Gariaband, Kabirdham,
Korba, Jashpur,
Rajnandgaon on 5th
December as well as can-
didates of Dhamtari and
GPM will participate on
December 06.

DAV PS observes World Aids Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: With the
great theme "Rock the
Ribbon", DAV Public
School Hudco, celebrated
World Aids Day on 1st
December, 2022. The day
started with a special
morning assembly organ-
ized by a senior group,
which was chaired by
Principal Prashant
Kumar.

During the assembly
students performed vari-
ous activities to create
awareness and to tell
about the importance of
the day. The red ribbon,
which is a symbol of soli-
darity and a commitment
to the fight against HIV,
was also badged by the stu-
dents to the Principal, all
the teaching and non-
teaching staff.

In the assembly children
presented facts, speech,
poems, teacher's talk and
conducted a quiz gradual-

ly. The speech by Anukriti
Tiwari of class 11 th ex-
plained how the killer
virus plays havoc with the
immune system and takes
the patients to the thresh-
old of death.

Madam Sreeja Praveen,
a faculty member (Science
stream) in her speech
urged that patients suffer-

ing from the disease must
not be victimized and dis-
criminated against in the
society and also informed
about the importance of
the day. The speech was
followed by Quiz which
was responded to sponta-
neously by the children.
More and more awareness
was created by means of

beautiful and motivational
posters related to the day
which were also displayed
by the children to have a
clear vision for the day.

The hour-long pro-
gramme was an ardent ef-
fort to not only increase
awareness but also unite
in the fight against preju-
dice of the victims.
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BSF celebrates 58th Raising Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: Border
Security Force (BSF) was
deployed in the naxal in-
fested area of Kanker in
the year 2009. In the last
13 years, BSF has not only
succeeded in curbing
naxal menace but has
also ensured development
in the area by providing
security cover to the vital
government projects.

Through its strategic
working, the force has
also managed to win the
trust of locals and ensure
peace in the region, said
Indraj Singh (IG - BSF)
while addressing media
persons here at BSF
Frontier HeadQuarters
(Special Operations) on
the occasion of BSF
Raising Day.

During its deployment
in anti-naxal operations,
BSF troops have gunned
down 11 hardcore naxals
while 1082 naxals have
been arrested. 106 hard-
core naxals were persuad-
ed to surrender and join
the main stream.

The jawans have suc-
cessfully unearthed 543
Improvised Explosive
Devices which were
planted by naxals in dif-
ferent areas to target the
security forces and oth-
ers. BSF ensured peace-
ful conduct of Vidhan
Sabha elections in 2013
and 2018 and Lok Sabha
elections in 2014 and 2019.

Under the Civic Action
Programme, BSF has
been distributing sta-
tionery and other materi-
al to school students, free

medical facilities to
rurals, skills devel-
opment pro-
grammes for unem-
ployed youth; or-
ganising tours for
students under
Youth Exchange
Programme, etc.

During the Covid
pandemic, they
provided ration,
medicines and
daily use items to
the needy people.
Further, they
helped the labour-
ers who were stuck
in different states.

Indraj Singh fur-
ther said that BSF has
provided security cover
to vital projects like road
construction, mining,
rail projects and mobile
phone towers in the hy-

persensitive areas.
After deployment of

BSF in 2009, many new
schools; hospitals, angan-
wadi buildings, panchay-
at buildings; community

halls, culverts / small
bridges and hundreds of
kilometres of roads have
been constructed in
Kanker.

Initially in the year

2013, the Frontier
Headquarters was
established with
One Sector and Six
Battalions. At pres-
ent, BSF has ex-
panded its presence
in the remote areas
with One Frontier,
Two Sectors and
Eight battalions.

BSF troops have
been positioned in
the highly sensitive
remote naxal in-
fested areas of
Kanker. Gradually
the forces succeed-
ed in winning the
trust of the locals

and creating a sense of
security among them.
Now the villagers are
able to move around
without any fear and
have also started small

businesses.
Speaking about the his-

tory of BSF, Singh in-
formed that after inde-
pendence the protection
of India's international
boundaries was the re-
sponsibility of local po-
lice belonging to each bor-
der state. However, dur-
ing the Indo-Pakistani
War of 1965, Pakistan at-
tacked the posts on 9
April 1965 in Kutch.

This attack exposed the
inadequacy of the State
Armed Police to cope
with armed aggression.
So after the end of the
war, the government cre-
ated the Border Security
Force as a unified central
agency with the specific
mandate of guarding
India's international
boundaries.

This act brought
greater cohesion in bor-
der security. K F
Rustamji, from the Indian
Police Service, was the
first Director General of
BSF. BSF was constituted
on December 01, 1965.

The BSF's capabilities
were used in the Indo-
Pakistani War of 1971
against Pakistani forces
in areas where the
Regular Forces were thin-
ly spread.

In the last 56 years of
its existence, BSF has
been efficiently guarding
the eastern and western
borders of the country as
well as conducting count-
er insurgency operations
in the north east. Further,
the force is fighting with
the country's internal
threats in several regions.

Selection of Day boarding Cadets to be heldCG Nursing College 
celebrates World Aids Day

BSP collective clocks best ever November performance
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: Several
departments of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant includ-
ing Universal Rail Mill,
OHP, RMP, Blast
Furnaces, Steel Melting
Shop 3, Sinter Plant etc.
have recorded best ever
November month per-
formances, breaking
their previous records in
production and techno-
economic parameters.
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) congratulated the
concerned departments
and at the same time con-
gratulated the associated
departments with other
allied agencies.

SAIL-BSP's Universal
Rail Mill (URM) has made
many multiple records in
different production pa-
rameters creating a
record hattrick in

N o v e m b e r
2022. URM
achieved best
ever monthly
production in
N o v e m b e r
2022 by rolling
76, 498 T fin-
ished rails,
72,027 T Prime
rails, surpass-
ing the previ-
ous record of
rolling of
75,537 T fin-
ished rails and
71,125 Prime
rails in
October 2022.

Inspection of welding
of 4929 nos. panels of
260m, inspection of 6834
joints is a record in
November 2022, surpass-
ing the previous record
of inspection of 4359 no.
panels and 5859 joints in
September 2022. Apart
from this, 77 no. EUR
rakes were despatched in

November 2022, breaking
its previous record of
despatch of 75 EUR
rakes.

It is noteworthy that
Indian Railways has en-
sured availability of
EUR rakes for loading of
panels for 260m rails. 310
panels of 260 m were
loaded in wagons on
November 30, 2022 at

URM, breaking the previ-
ous record of loading of
254 panels on November
28, 2022. This feat has
been made possible due
to the continuous sup-
port of RITES and sup-
port extended by Indian
Railways.

Ore Handling Plant
(OHP) achieved the ever
best material despatch in

a month of 10,05,650 T in
November  2022, sur-
passing the previous best
of 10,00,150 T in October
2022. This creates a hat-
trick of monthly record
breaking performance at
OHP. Also, OHP achieved
best total material han-
dling in a month of
19,11,339 T in  November
2022, surpassing the pre-

vious best of 18,45,735T
in October 21.

Team RMP/ LDCP
achieved record breaking
performance by clocking
ever best monthly produc-
tion of 50518 T  in
November 2022 in RMP-3,
surpassing the previous
best of 41260T in  May
2022. The previous
November bestever was

31095 T in Nov
2021, with a
growth over
62% compared
to November
2021. LDCP
collective has
achieved ever
best daily
despatch of
2439 T of Lime
& CD to SMSs
& SPs on
November 30,
22, surpassing
the previous
best record of
2306 T on

February 06, 2022.
Congratulations to

team BF for record daily
production of 19158 tons
surpassing the previous
best of 19105 tons on
March 24, 2021. BF collec-
tive achieved ever best
daily Coal Dust Injection
of 2586 T on November 30,
2022 surpassing the previ-
ous best of 2538 T on

November 08, 2022. BF#8
ever best monthly PCI
rate of 149 kg/thm in
November 2022, surpass-
ing the previous best of
148 kg/thm in October
2022.

SMS 3 made all time
high of 73 heats on
November 30, 2022, break-
ing its previous daily pro-
duction record of 71 heats
made on November 28,
2022. Best ever Sinter pro-
duction of 489681 T was
achieved in November
2022, surpassing the pre-
vious best of 477564 T in
November 2021.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) visited the con-
cerned departments and
conveyed their best wish-
es to them. They also ex-
pressed their wishes to-
wards Indian Railways
and RITES for the sup-
port extended by them.

Vehicle fire
New Delhi: Four vehicles
caught fire in north
Delhi’s Sadar Bazaar on
Thursday evening, Delhi
Fire Service officials said.
A call about the blaze was
received at 6:19 pm, they
said. “We got a call that
four vehicles had caught
fire and accordingly, we
rushed four fire tenders
to the spot which are at
present engaged in fire-
fighting operations,” a
senior official said.

Expel
LLuucckknnooww::  The Congress’
Uttar Pradesh unit on
Thursday expelled former
MLA Nawab Kazim Ali
Khan for supporting the
BJP candidate in the
Rampur Sadar Assembly
bypoll, party spokesper-
son Ashok Singh said.
Khan alias Naved Miyan
was expelled for six years
for anti-party activities
after reports emerged of
him supporting the BJP’s
candidate in Rampur
Sadar, Singh said.

Record
NNooiiddaa::  The Noida-Greater
Noida Metro has estab-
lished its all-time highest
single-day ridership fig-
ures of 52,696, according
to an official statement.
The record was set on
Wednesday (November
30), said the Noida Metro
Rail Corporation (NMRC),
which operates the Aqua
Line service connecting
the twin cities.

Helicopter 
BBaarraammaattii:: ”A Chetak heli-
copter of the IAF carried
out a precautionary land-
ing in an open area short
of Baramati airfield today
due to a suspected techni-
cal issue. The crew and air-
craft were safe. Recovery
of the helicopter was
underway,” Wing
Commander Ashish Moghe,
public relations officer
(PRO) of the IAF, said.

ED searches 
NNaaggppuurr::  The Enforcement
Directorate conducted
searches at seven loca-
tions, mostly offices of
Chartered Accountants, in
Maharashtra’s Nagpur city
on Thursday, an ED official
said. The searches were
being conducted in con-
nection with an offence
registered in Mumbai, the
official said without giving
more details.

CBI action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI is con-
ducting searches at two
locations in Delhi and
Tiruchirappalli on
Thursday in connection
with cases related to
online dissemination of
child sexual abuse materi-
al (CSAM), officials said.
The agency has registered
two separate cases relat-
ed to CSAM circulation on
the basis of inputs provid-
ed by Interpol, they said.
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BRIEF

Moustache man 
Maganbhai Solanki, an 
independent candidate  

contesting from Himmatnagar
seat in Sabarkantha district 

in Gujarat.

Ahmedabad, Dec 01 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said there is a
competition among
Congress leaders as to who
will use the most abusive
words against him, refer-
ring to party president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s
‘Ravan’ jibe at him.

Before Kharge, another
Congress leader had said
the party will show Modi
his ‘aukat’ (place), the PM
said, apparently referring
to Madhusudan Mistry’s
remark.

Kharge on Monday
night addressed a rally in
Behrampura area of
Ahmedabad city where he
said the prime minister
asks people to vote “look-
ing at his face” in all elec-
tions. “Are you 100-headed
like Ravan,” he had said.

Addressing a poll rally
in Kalol town of
Panchmahal district in
Gujarat on Thursday,
Modi said, “There is a
competition among
Congress leaders as to who
will use the most abusive
words for Modi.”

“Those who never be-
lieved in the existence of

Lord Ram have now
brought in (demon king)
‘Ravan’ from Ramayana.
And, I am surprised they
never expressed repen-
tance, forget about tender-
ing an apology, after using
such cuss words for me,”
the PM said.

Voting is underway on
Thursday for the first

phase of the Gujarat
Assembly elections in 89
out of the total 182 seats in
the state.

The remaining 93 seats,
including Kalol, will go to
polls in the second phase
on December 5.

Ahmedabad, Dec 01

(PTI):

An average 59.24 per
cent voter turn-out was
recorded as of 5 pm on
Thursday across 89
Assembly seats in the first
phase of Gujarat elections,
election officials said.

While voting began at 8
in the morning and ended
at 5 pm, the final turn-out
would be higher as the
process continued at the
polling stations where vot-
ers had arrived before 5
pm and were standing in
queues. The fate of 788
candidates will be decided
in the first phase.

Barring a few incidents,
polling was largely peace-
ful across all 89 seats in
south Gujarat and

Saurashtra-Kutch regions
which went to polls in the
first phase.

The voter turn-out fig-
ure was provisional as
data from some polling sta-
tions had not been re-
ceived and it also did not

include postal ballots, the
Election Commission said.

Voting was halted in a
few places due to malfunc-
tioning of Electronic
Voting Machines as well as
control units and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit

Trail (VVPATs) but the
faulty units were replaced
and the process resumed,
it added.

Tapi district recorded
the highest provisional
voting turnout of 72.32 per
cent. The tribal-dominated
district comprises two
Assembly constituencies
of Vyara and Nizar. With
68.09 per cent turnout,
Narmada district stood
second.

Bhavnagar in
Saurashtra region record-
ed the lowest turnout of
51.34 per cent as of 5 pm.

Apart from Narmada,
four other districts record-
ed over 60 per cent voting
turnout: Navsari (65.91 per
cent), Dang (64.84 per
cent), Valsad (62.46 per
cent) and Gir Somnath
(60.46 per cent).

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI):

The National
Investigation Agency
has taken over the
probe into the
November 19
Mangaluru auto-rick-
shaw blast that injured
two, including the
prime suspect, officials
said on Thursday.

The Islamic
Resistance Council
(IRC), a little known
outfit, has reportedly
claimed responsibility
for the blast, saying
one of its “Mujahid
brothers Mohammed
Shariq” attempted to
attack a “Hindutva
Temple in Kadri”.

In the incident,
which took place under
the Kankanadi police
station area, the auto
driver and alleged
prime suspect Shariq

were injured. Police
had called it an act of
terrorism, invoking a
stringent provision of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act
(UAPA), and held the
passenger, Shariq, re-
sponsible for the inci-
dent.

The Karnataka gov-
ernment wrote to the
Union home ministry
for a probe by the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) into the
incident.

“As this is a sched-
uled offence under sec-
tion 6 of the NIA Act,
2008, the matter is
being submitted for
further necessary ac-
tion,” the government
wrote to the home min-
istry recommending
the probe by the
agency. Karnataka
Director General of

Police Praveen Sood
had said the NIA and
other central agencies
are already working
with the state police in
cracking the case from
day one even before
getting a formal direc-
tion from the Centre.

For the “premature
explosion” that led to
Shariq’s arrest, the IRC
in a message, which
went viral on social
media, said such possi-
bilities exist with “all
military and subver-
sive operations”.

Reacting to the mes-
sage, Additional
Director General of
Police (Law and Order)
Alok Kumar had said
police are verifying the
genuineness of the
avowed organisation
and veracity of the
contents of the mes-
sage.

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI):

The Mumbai Police on
Thursday arrested two
men for allegedly molest-
ing and stalking a South
Korean woman YouTuber
on a street in the city, an of-
ficial said.

A video surfaced on
Wednesday showing the
woman being sexually ha-
rassed by a young man in
Khar area of Mumbai.

A Twitter handle which
had shared the video
claimed the woman was
from South Korea and was
livestreaming in suburban
Khar when the incident
took place around 8 pm on
Tuesday.

The video showed a
young man coming very
close to her and trying to
pull her by holding her

hand even when she
protested.

As the woman began to
walk away from the spot,
the man again appeared

on a motorbike with a
friend, offering her a lift
while she told him in bro-
ken English that she did
not want it.

The police took notice of
the incident on their own
after receiving the video
on their Twitter handle,
an official from Khar po-
lice station said.

They registered an FIR
and started a probe into
the incident.

After establishing the
identity of the two ac-
cused, aged 19 and 21, the
police nabbed them from
Patel Nagar in suburban
Bandra, the official said.

Police had contacted the
woman YouTuber, but she
refused to come to the po-
lice station saying saying
she will come later, the of-
ficial added.

Bengaluru, Dec 01 (PTI):
Tomato and onion growers
are a worried lot as the
bumper harvest has led to
a crash in prices in the
state.

The Kolar district fruits
and vegetable growers
struggle committee has de-
manded the government
announce a minimum
support price for onion
and tomato growers to
safeguard the interests of
farmers.

According to sources in
the Yeshwanthpur
Agriculture Produce
Market Committee
(APMC) Yard here, onion
prices had dropped to
somewhere between Rs 2
per kg and Rs 10, a few
days ago. However, it has
now stabilised in the

range of Rs 12 to Rs 18 per
kg depending on the quali-
ty of the produce.

“Even Rs 12 a kg is a pit-
tance for all our hardship.
A decent amount goes in
transportation, loading
and unloading and invest-

ment made on growing the
crop,” an onion grower in
Bengaluru rued.

People bringing their
produce from far flung
areas with a hope of get-
ting a good price were a
disappointed lot.

Farmer Pavadeppa
Hallikeri from
Thimmapura in Gadag
district in North
Karnataka got a good
onion harvest and instead
of selling it at the Gadag
APMC Yard, he decided to
sell it in Bengaluru.

On reaching Bengaluru
market with 205 kg of
onions on November 22, he
got to know that the price
crashed in the city to Rs
two per kg. Thus, he got Rs
410 and he had to pay Rs
401.64 as the unloading
charges.

He got only Rs 8.36 in
hand, and a photo image of
his bills has now gone
viral in social media.

“It was a mistake to
grow onions and take it to
Bengaluru for good re-
turn,” the onion grower
told reporters.

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI):

Passengers at the
Mumbai international air-
port faced a tough time in
completing the check-in
process for their flights on
Thursday evening as the
internet server at the facil-
ity went down due to a
damaged cable, forcing
airlines to issue boarding
passes manually, officials
said. A Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(MIAL) spokesperson said
the disruption in the net-
work was temporary and
the internet services at the
country’s second busiest
airport were back to nor-
mal. “There was a network
interruption resulting
from a cable cut during

some construction work in
the city. This interrupted
the various ticketing sys-
tems. All systems are now
restored and working,”
MIAL said in a statement.

As soon as the server
went down our staff start-
ed issuing boarding passes
manually to avert flight de-
lays, said an official of an
airline.

“Due to the servers
being down at Mumbai in-
ternational airport, the
crowd is slightly more
than normal. The crowd is
being managed well and
there is no chaos as manu-
al passes are being is-
sued,” the Central
Industrial Security Force
manning Mumbai inter-
national airport said.

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI):

A super speciality hos-
pital, a diagnostic centre
and two land parcels worth
Rs 82.77 crore “belonging”
to jailed Jharkhand IAS of-
ficer Pooja Singhal have
been attached under the
anti-money laundering
law, the ED said on
Thursday.

The federal agency has
issued a provisional order
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The frozen prop-
erties include the Pulse
super speciality hospital, a
diagnostic and imagining
centre in the same name
and two land parcels locat-
ed in Ranchi, it said.

Singhal, a 2000-batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer, was
arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
on May 11 on money laun-
dering charges linked to al-
leged irregularities in the
MGNREGA scheme. The
agency raided her premis-
es and that linked to her
businessman husband and
a chartered accountant.
She was later suspended
by the state government.
The officer is currently
lodged in jail under judi-
cial custody and a charge
sheet was filed against her
by the agency in July fol-
lowed by two supplemen-
tary prosecution com-
plaints (charge sheet).

‘Race among Cong
leaders to abuse me’

PM Modi during an election campaign roadshow for
Assembly polls, in Ahmedabad, Thursday. 

30-km-long
roadshow 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s more than 30-km-
long roadshow in
Ahmedabad city, where
polling will be held in the
second phase of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, started
from Naroda village on
Thursday evening. A large
number of people standing
on both sides of the route
welcomed Modi and greet-
ed him with flowers during
the roadshow that began
around 5.20 pm. 

NIA takes over Mangaluru
auto-rickshaw blast case

GUJARAT ASSLY ELECTIONS

59.2 % turnout in first phase 

People show their ID cards as they line up to cast their
votes for the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly
elections, in Rajkot, Thursday.

Two men molest Korean
YouTuber on Mumbai street

The woman YouTuber
from South Korea who
was allegedly molested
by two youth, at Khar in
Mumbai.

Servers down at Mumbai
airport, outage hits fliers

PMLA CASE

Hospital, diagnostic centre, 2 Ranchi
plots of J’khand IAS officer attached

Tomato, onion growers in tears following price crash 

Pawadeppa Hallikeri, a
farmer from Timmapur

village of Gadag who got
just Rs 8.36 after selling

205 kg of onion in
Bengaluru’s

Yeshwanthpur market. 

A receipt shows how a
farmer from Gadag got
just Rs 8.36 after selling

205 kg of onion in
Bengaluru’s

Yeshwanthpur market.
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DIGGING LEFT OPEN

The work of laying or repairing of pipelines in the capital city has become headache and one such large dig-out

part near Zone-3 is acting as threat to passer-by.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01:
Executive Director
Sanjiv Kumar Katiyar
has been appointed as
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation
Company. Katiyar as-
sumed office at the
Power Company head-
quarters situated at
Dangania after being ap-
pointed as Managing
Director by the Energy
Department of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government. After as-
suming office, he said
that his priority would
be  to ensure cheaper
electricity production

and added that focus
would be on continuous
development works of
the Power Generation
Company. Prior to him,
NK Bijora was the MD of
Generation Company.

Foundation Day Celebration at NIT Raipur
Raipur, Dec 01: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur celebrated its
Foundation Day on 1st
December 2022. Hemant
Verma, Chairperson,
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Regulatory
Commission was the Chief
Guest of the event.

Dr. (Mrs.) AB Soni,
Director (I/C), NIT Raipur
talked about how the insti-
tute is maintaining a steady
momentum in growth in all
aspects following Vision
2030, the implementation of
NEP 2020, motivating the
students with virtues, and
their all-around develop-
ment. She also elaborated
on institute using its re-
sources and knowledge to
develop rural areas, in line
with Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan, providing entre-
preneurship knowledge

and exposure, and support-
ing other institutes by shar-
ing resources and partici-
pating in Ek Bharat
Shrestha Bharat by collabo-
rating with various other
NITs. Hemant Verma,
Chairperson, Chhattisgarh
State Electricity Regulatory
Commission presided over
the podium and expressed
his gratitude for being in-
vited as the Chief Guest. He
shared his experience of
being a student of NIT
Raipur (then GEC Raipur)
and highlighted that it the
institute has completed 17
years since it was granted

the status of an institute of
national importance, and
how much NIT Raipur has
progressed and achieved.
He mentioned that the
alumni of NIT Raipur have
been appointed to top posts
worldwide. The institute
played a vital role in incor-
porating crucial skills. He
wished the institute to do
well in the future and ended
his speech by quoting- “An
engineer is a person who
applies knowledge of basic
science for the betterment
of society.” This was fol-
lowed by the Awards
Ceremony. The Best

Department Award was
awarded to the Department
of Applied Geology. Dr. ND
Londhe, HoD, Electrical
Engineering secured the
Best Faculty Award. The
Best Researcher Award was
bagged by Dr. GP Gupta,
Associate Professor,
Information Technology.
The Young achiever alum-
nus award was given to Mr.
Abhinav Dewangan and the
Distinguished Alumnus
award was given to Dr. G. R.
Sinha. Further, the student
achievers were recognized
by scholarships and
awards.

Moving ahead, a docu-
mentary featuring the lega-
cy of the institute, its im-
peccable placement and
PPO records, and the vari-
ous achievements of the
students, faculties, and
alumni were also presented.

Bike lifter arrested, 
8 stolen bikes worth 
Rs 4.5 lakh recovered

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01: Police
have arrested one
Narendra Ratre for al-
legedly lifting bikes
from different parts of
Raipur, Durg, Bhilai,
and Bilaspur. On his rev-
elation police have re-
covered eight stolen mo-
torcycles worth around
Rs 4.50 lakh. Vidhan
Sabha Police team
nabbed the youth during
patrolling. Arrested bike
lifter is resident of
Kharora.

The action comes in
the wake of SSP’s in-
structions to all the po-
lice stations to launch
drive to nab bike lifters
in view of growing inci-
dents of bike lifting in
the capital and nearby
cities. Acting on the in-
struction of the SSP the

Vidhan Sabha Police
team intercepted HF
Delux Motorcycle with-
out registration number
on Wednesday. During
inquiry, bike rider dis-
closed his identity as 23-
year-old Narendra Ratre,
resident of Budera vil-
lage of Kharora. When
inquired about vehicle
papers Narendra Ratre
did not give satisfactory
reply to the police.
During strict question-
ing he confessed to have
lifted the bike. He also
confessed his involve-
ment in lifting total eight
motorcycles from differ-
ent parts of Durg, Bhilai,
Bilaspur and
Mahasamund. After his
arrest the police regis-
tered offence against
him and recovered the
stolen bikes worth Rs
4,50000.

Woman bank employee shot dead 
by boyfriend in Odisha

Raipur, Dec 01: Raipur
Police have arrested one
Sachin Agrawal from
moving train in connec-
tion with the murder of
a 26-year-old woman
Tanu Kurre. Tanu was
working in sales team of
Axis Bank in Mowa area
of Raipur. She was al-
legedly shot dead in for-
est of Balangir, Odisha
by her boyfriend. After
murder, her boyfriend
tried to burn her body.
Police have recovered
half-burnt body of the
girl. According to the in-
formation, Tanu Kurre,
a resident of Korba,
used to work in Axis
Bank in Raipur, where

she met Sachin
Agarwal, a businessman
from Balangir, Odisha.
Soon they came close to
each other fell in love.
Her boyfriend used to
come to Raipur from
Balangir often for busi-
ness purpose. His rela-
tives used to live in Palm
Bellagio, where he used
to stay after coming.

Tanu did not return
home from the bank on 21
November 2022 and her
mobile was found to be
switched off. In such a sit-
uation, her anxious fami-
ly members reached
Raipur from Korba and
on November 22, a miss-
ing case was registered at
Mowa police station.

Tanu had last told her
roommate to come back
after opening a bank ac-
count for someone, but
she did not return.
Meanwhile, a half-burnt
body of an unidentified
girl was found in the for-
est of Turikela area of
??Balangir district of
Odisha. When police
sought information about
missing person from
neighboring states in-
cluding Chhattisgarh,
Tanu Kurre’s missing
was also found out. When
the relatives were called
to the police station, on
November 30, they identi-
fied the body as Tanu.

Raipur police said that
during the investigation
of the missing case, the
female bank employee
was seen going with a
young man Sachin
Agrawal. On November
21, Tanu left the bank

with Sachin Agarwal.
Later her body was found
on November 24 in the
forest of Turikela area of
??Balangir district. After
shooting her, an attempt
was made to burn her
body by pouring petrol to
hide her identity. A team
of Raipur Police had also
left for Balangir in
Odisha along with the rel-
atives of the deceased for
investigation. The rela-
tives had identified the
dead body as Tanu Kurre.

Police started raids at
various places and acti-
vated informers in many
districts to nab the mur-
derer. Raipur Police have
claimed that suspect
Sachin was arrested from
the moving train of
Samaleshwari Express
and handed over to
Odisha Police. After his
arrest he was subjected
to interrogation.

Police arrest two including
woman from Bangalore

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01: Two per-
sons including a woman,
have been arrested from
Bengaluru, Karnataka, in
connection with a fraud of
Rs 30 lakh in DD Nagar
police station area of
Raipur.

They allegedly duped
the applicant Mayank
Pandey of Rs 30 lakh in
the name of investing in
their company. This case
of fraud was registered in
the year 2020. Raipur po-
lice reached Chhattisgarh
on Wednesday with the

accused on transit
remand.

The victim
Mayank Pandey
had lodged a re-
port that he and
his friend
Yogendra Kumar
had given money
to Kaushal
Yasmin (40 years)
and Chandra
Prakash Rawat (35

years). Both, residents of
Bangalore had asked the
victims to invest in their
firm QCS DC LABS. For
this, they had lured them
to more interest. They col-
lected Rs 19 lakh in the be-
ginning and then Rs 11
lakh from the victims.

The victims felt cheated
when they did not get
their money back after
maturity. Eventually
Mayank Pandey lodged
complaint with DD Nagar
police station area. Police
traced the accused with
the help of cyber cell and
arrested them and
brought them to Raipur
on transit remand. During
interrogation, they con-
fessed their crime.

Girl dies after failed
abortion bid by quack

Raipur, Dec 01: A girl al-
legedly died after undergo-
ing failed abortion attempt
by a quack doctor in
Mandir-Hasaud area of
the capital Raipur. The
police have taken into cus-
tody a quack doctor and
the lover of the deceased
Ishwar Dhurva.

According to informa-
tion available, an 18-year-
old girl from a village
under Mandir Hasaud po-
lice station had a love af-
fair with a young man
from the same village. The
girl had become nervous
after she became pregnant
due to her physical rela-

tionship with her lover.
Her lover brought her to a
quack doctor for abotion.

The quack doctor was
performing abortion by
keeping the pregnant girl
at his own home for three
days. Meanwhile, the girl’s
health deteriorated and
she died. Girl’s relative
turned angry as soon as
they got information
about the incident. The
angry relatives have ac-
cused Dr Tapan Das, a
quack, of performing
abortion by drinking alco-
hol. Police have arrested
the quack Tapan Das and
girl’s lover Ishwar Dhurve.

Skill training programme inaugurated
at Gurukul Mahavidyalaya

Raipur, Dec 01:
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Chhattisgarh State
Election Commission
Thakur Ramsingh on
Thursday inaugurated the
Skill Development
Programme at Kalibadi-
road based Gurukul
Mahila Mahavidalaya
here.

In his address as a chief
guest, the Retired IAS
Officer Thakur Ramsingh
said that knowledge makes
people humble whereas eli-
gibility comes through
humble nature and added
that Skill Development
could be achieved through
eligibility. In his conclud-
ing remark, he said that
the Skill Training
Programme would be cru-

cial for the students which
would make them entre-
preneur with the help of
Skill Development.

YC Rao from Godawari
Power an Ispat Ltd was
present as Spcieal guest
whereas College
Governing Council
Chairman Ajay Tiwari
presided over the function

during which the
Secretary Sobha
Khandelwal, College
Principal Dr Sandhya
Gupta and others were
present. The Skill
Development progamme
was organized under the
aegis of Jansikshan
Sansthan, informs a press
release issued here.

Assembly’s special 2-day session on quota bills begins

Raipur, Dec 01: A special
two-day session of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly
began here on Thursday
for the passage of two bills
related to reservation for
different categories in gov-
ernment jobs and admis-
sion in educational insti-
tutions.

On the first day of the
session, members paid
rich tributes to two de-
ceased leaders - Congress
MLA and Deputy Speaker
of the House Manoj Singh
Mandavi and former
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) legislator Dipak
Patel. Both of them passed
away in October this year.
After paying obituary ref-
erences, the House was ad-

journed for the day.
As soon as the House

proceedings began,
Assembly Speaker
Charandas Mahant men-
tioned about the death of
Mandavi and Patel, and
paid tributes to them.

The speaker said
Mandavi had been at the
forefront for development
and welfare of tribal com-
munities.

In his demise, the state
has lost a senior politician,
tribal mass leader and so-
cial worker, he added.

The 58-year-old leader,
Mandavi, who represented
Bhanupratappur assem-
bly segment three times,
died on October 16 follow-
ing a heart attack.

Patel, who was elected
as an MLA once in 2008
from Manendragarh seat

in the state, was an experi-
enced and skilled politi-
cian, he added.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Leader of
Opposition Narayan
Chandel, Health Minister
T S Singh Deo, former CM
Raman Singh and other
members also paid hom-
age to two leaders and re-
called their contribution.

Baghel said Mandavi
used to effectively raise
the issues pertaining to
tribals and always strived
for the progress of the
tribal community and de-
velopment of his region.

His work, personality
and ideas will remain
alive forever, he added.

Senior BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar said
Mandavi’s faith in
‘Sanatan Dharma’ and in-
terest in religious works

were inherited.
Soon after the obituary

references, the House was
adjourned for the day.

The two-day special ses-
sion of the state
Assembly has been con-
vened to get the two bills
related to reservation for
different categories
passed.

According to state gov-
ernment officials, a provi-
sion of 32 per cent quota
has been made for the
Scheduled Tribes (ST), 27
per cent for Other
Backward Classes
(OBCs), 13 per cent for
Scheduled Castes (SC)
and four per cent for the
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) in the bills.
The total reservation in
the state would go up to 76
per cent after the bill gets
passed in the assembly.

Cong govt has fulfilled all the promises
made in 2018 VS polls: Baghel

Kanker, Dec 01: Both
Congress and BJP have
started their show-of-
strength for the
Bhanupratappur by-poll
and the senior party lead-
ers of both the parties
have taken command in
the region. For Congress
party, CM Bhupesh Baghel
has taken up command of
electioneering and organ-
ised a road-show with
bike-rally by Congress
party workers and leaders.
He also addressed a gath-
ering  in market area of
Charama in favour of
party’s candidate Savitri
Mandavi. In the road-
show, the folk artists

dressed in traditional cos-
tume took part in the folk
dance and through this
CM met the people and ad-
dressed them as well at dif-
ferent places.

It is notable here that on
the first day, CM Baghel
said that Congress is pro-
tribal, pro-farmer, pro-
poor government in the
state. It has fulfilled the
promises made to different
sections of the society, be
it farmers, poor or labour-
ers. The party has always

believed in giving, be it
bonus to the farmers and
increased amount on
paddy, ‘Mahua’,
‘Tendupatta’ and other for-
est produce. The govern-
ment is also purchasing
cow’s urine and this is
benefitting farmers. CM
addressed the gathering in
Kodekurssi of
Durgakondul block of the
district and after which he
addressed another public
meeting in
Bhanupratappur.

From here he reached to
address public meeting in
Gram Puri of Charama
block in the afternoon and
there he said that the
promises made by
Congress in last 2018 VS
polls have been fulfilled.
The agriculture loan to
the farmers has been
waived off and happiness
to farmers is govern-
ment’s first priority. CM
said that the Late Manoj
Mandavi had given him
long list of development
works worth crore to be
carried out in  the region
and all of it has been sanc-
tioned. On this occasion
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, Health Minister
TS Singh Deo, Minister
Anila Bhedia, Industry
Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
MP Bastar LS Deepak Baij
also addressed the gather-
ing.
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Police recover half-
burnt body from forest,
nab suspect from mov-
ing train

In matter of fraud 
of Rs 30 lakh

House adjourned 
after tributes 

CM holds road-show for
Savitri Mandavi in Charama

Holds series of public meet-
ings in Kanker district

Katiyar appointed MD of Power
Generation Company

Indian Oil has 3 aviation fuel stations
for aircrafts refueling in CG: Basu

Raipur, Dec 01: Indian Oil
has 2 terminals in
Chhattisgarh and LPG re-
quirement is met through
2 bottling plants located at
Raipur and Korba. We
have 3 aviation fuel sta-
tions for aircrafts refueling
at Raipur, Bilaspur and
Jagdalpur, said Dipak
Kumar Basu, Executive
Director and State Head,
Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh, IOCL while
addressing the scribes
here.

He informed that Indian
Oil’s retail sales of petrole-
um, oil and lubricants in
the year 2021-22 in Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
was 2338.539 thousand met-
ric tonnes and the market
share is 36.11 percent.

He further informed
that during the last finan-
cial year (2021-22) both
these states have made a
contribution of Rs.7716.16

crore to the Government
in the form of VAT and
GST. Madhya Pradesh’s
contribution was Rs.
5310.09 crores while
Chhattisgarh contributed
Rs.2406.07 crores. The com-
pany has an investment of
Rs 3909.87 crore in Madhya
Pradesh and Rs 1494.67
crore in Chhattisgarh.
IndianOil has received the
award from the respective
State Government for
being the highest tax
payer in both Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Adequate
tankage facilities are
available for storage of all
types of products at
Korba and Lakholi in

Chhattisgarh.
During last five years

IOCL has carried out vari-
ous projects in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The  major
ones being Paradeep-
Ranchi-Raipur Pipeline,
Terminal & Bottling Plant
at Korba, Two Aviation
Fuel Stations at Bilaspur
and Jagdalpur. The prod-
ucts are received at Korba
terminal through the
Paradeep-Ranchi-Raipur
Pipeline. Ten districts of
Chhattisgarh are getting
supplied from Korba and
balance districts are get-
ting the feed from Lakholi
(Raipur) Terminal.

Korba Bottling Plant,
inaugurated on June 28,

2022, has a capacity of 60
TMTPA. At present, the
percentage of LPG cover-
age in Chhattisgarh is
90.44%. There are 58.24
lakh LPG consumers in
entire Chhattisgarh out of
which 29.46 lakh are IOC
consumers. Out of total
534 LPG distributors here,
264 pertain to IOC.
Similarly, out of total 2049
retail outlets, 790 pertain
to IOC.

IOCL has 2 terminals in
Chhattisgarh IOTL and
Korba Terminal (capacity
241 TKL apprx.). There
are 2 bottling plants one at
Raipur and another at
Korba-120 TMTPA. There
are 260 LPG distributors
with more than 790 retail
outlets. IOCL has  total 50
Kerosene dealers and 3
Aviation Fuelling
Stations. For Auto LPG
Facility it has 5 retail out-
lets in Chhattisgarh.

‘Kisan Mela’ organised by Bank of Baroda
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01: Bank of
Baroda Regional Office,
Raipur organised ‘Kisan
Mela’ on the occasion of
‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada
(November 15, 2022 to
November 29, 2022) and
Baroda Kisan Diwas
(November 30, 2022) with
the aim of economic
progress in rural areas.

The fifth edition of
‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’
was launched on
November 15, 2022 and
continued for two weeks.
Under this program, vari-
ous activities were organ-
ised to connect with the
farmers, along with
knowledge series and felic-
itation program. This all-
India initiative, which last-
ed for two weeks, ended on
November 30, 2022, under
which a large number of
farmers benefited through
various means.

In this series, the bank
organised a mega ‘kisan
mela’ on November 30,
2022 at Lakhauli village of
Arang block.

Programs of ‘Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada’ (which
include real and virtual
choupal, Kisan Mela, and
health camps for cattle and
farmers) were organised.
Chief Guest of the program
was Mr. Akash Chikara,
Chief Executive Officer,
District Panchayat Raipur,
Mr. Anmay Kumar Mishra,

DGM, Network
Chhattisgarh), Mr. Amit
Bainerjee, Assistant
General Manager and
Regional Head Raipur, Mr.
Amit Ranjan Lead District
Manager, Mr. Kundan
Kumar (DPM NRLM). and
Pradeep Kumar, Arang
Branch Manager was also
present on the occasion.
More than 1000 farmers in-
cluding Sarpanch of near-
by villages participated in
Kisan Mela.

On this occasion, the

Chief Guest Mr. Akash
Chikara guided the farmers
by informing  them about
the importance of kisan
mela. On behalf of Bank of
Baroda, Mr. Anmay Kumar
Mishra, Chhattisgarh
Network Head, highlighted
the importance of crop in-
surance scheme to all farm-
ers, social security scheme,
history of the bank and as-
sociation of the bank with
the farmers, importance of
digital banking in modern
era.

Markam welcomes CM at helipad

Raipur, Dec 01: Adivasi
Congress District
President Bhavani
Markam who is campaign-
ing for party candidate in
Bhanupratappur Assembly
election welcomed Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at helipad when the latter
reached there to address a

public meeting organized
for the party candidate
Savitri Mandavi. It needs to
be mentioned here,
Markam after being ap-
pointed Mulla Sector in-
charge is camping there for
seven days and is camping
for the party candidate
among the people of tribal
community and also door-
to-door for publicizing the
welfare schemes of CM and
state government.

135th birth anniv of
Anukul Chandra on Dec 03

Raipur, Dec 01: 135th
birth anniversary of

T h a k u r
A n k u l
Chandra will
be observed
on December
03 at Late

Balbir Singh Juneja
Indore Stadium in pres-
ence of Governor Uike as
chief guest. In this state
level celebration many
people from all the state
are to participate. As part
of the programme a free
health camp is scheduled
and will be serviced by the
senior doctors who would
offer free-of-cost advice
and distribution of medi-
cines. The programme
will start at 5 am with

Usha Kirtan, followed by
mass prayer, recital of
Thakur Ankul Chandra’s
books, mass feeding in the
afternoon, matri samelan
and many more. Satsang
Parivar has appealed
masses to be present in the
programme in large and
seek blessings of Thakur
Ankul Chandra.

IIM Raipur to organize ICDE
with INAIS on Dec 2-3

Raipur, Dec 01: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur, in associa-
tion with Association of
Information Systems -
India Chapter (INAIS), is
organizing the 5th
International Conference
on Digital Economy (ICDE
2022) from Dec 2-3.
International Conference
on Digital Economy
(ICDE) is IIM Raipur’s
flagship conference dedi-
cated to the cause of ad-
vancing the interest of
Digital Economy in the
country, by encouraging
research and exchange of
ideas on building and
nourishing a strong and
resilient digital economy.

This is in alignment
with IIM Raipur’s vision
and mission of inspiring
thought leadership
through scholarship and
teaching and to provide a
learning centric environ-
ment through research

and practice to create fu-
ture leaders capable of ex-
celling in a globalized and
digitally transformed en-
vironment. ICDE also
aligns with the grand vi-
sions of Digital India such
as strengthening India’s
digital infrastructure and
digital empowerment of
its citizens.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has highlighted the impor-
tance of a resilient global
digital economy. Today’s
digital world necessitates
novel and technology-en-
abled avenues to manage
crisis, adapt to the new
normal, and excel even in
times of global disasters.
In alignment with this re-
quirement, the theme of
ICDE 2022 is “Building a
Resilient Digital
Economy”. Prof. Ram
Kumar Kakani, Director,
IIM Raipur along with
other notable researchers
and academicians across

the globe form the
Advisory Committee for
the conference. Prof. Priya
Seetharaman (IIM
Calcutta and President,
INAIS), Prof. Sumeet
Gupta (Dean External &
ERP, IIM Raipur), Prof.
Manojit Chattopadhyay
(IT & Systems Area, IIM
Raipur), and Prof. Sourya
Joyee De (IT & Systems
Area, IIM Raipur) consti-
tute the Organizing
Committee of the confer-
ence.

Many notable re-
searchers, academicians,
and practitioners from
India and abroad will be a
part of this year’s confer-
ence. Prof. Amany
Elbanna (Royal Holloway
University of London) will
deliver the keynote speech
on 2nd December. Prof.
Mark Goh (National
University of Singapore)
will deliver the keynote
speech on 3rd December.

Other dignitaries who will
grace the conference in-
clude Sanjul Bhakri (VP,
Medha), Bill Thies
(Everwell), Prof. Jang
Bahadur Singh (IIM
Trichy), Prof. Amit
Prakash (IIIT Bangalore),
AM Parial (Cropway,
Chhattisgarh), Rupesh
Sharma (Techment,
C h h a t t i s g a r h ) ,
Shubhranshu Choudhary
(CG Net Swara), Mandeep
Attri (DXC), and V
Namasivayam (Kerala
State Planning Board).

Apart from keynote
speeches, there will be two
panel discussions, a work-
shop, as well as paper pre-
sentations by research
scholars and academi-
cians on several topics in-
cluding FinTech, Digital
Human Resource
Management, Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning, Privacy and
Cyber security.

Members and children of
Kopalvani met Governor 

Raipur, Dec 01: Members
of Kopalvani, Child
Welfare Organisation and
children under the leader-
ship of Mrs. Shesha
Saxena called on Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan. The Governor also
gave chocolates to the chil-
dren and pampered them.
The deaf children also
thanked the Governor in
sign language. Mrs. Saxena
informed the Governor
about the work being done
by Kopalvani Sanstha. She
said that Kopalvani is a
residential school for dif-
ferently-abled children,
where attention is paid to
the physical and mental de-
velopment of differently-
abled children through ed-
ucation as well as other ac-
tivities. On this occasion
the members invited the
Governor to participate in
the program focused on

children by the Kopalvani
in the coming days. Along
with this, Kopalvani’s for-
mer student and  teacher
presented a painting of
Adashiv made by her to the
Governor. It is worth men-
tioning that among the
girls who met the

Governor today, those girls
were also included, who
had received financial as-
sistance from the
Governor under a special
initiative. Mrs. Padma
Sharma and Dr. Preeti
Upadhyay were present on
the occasion.

Agri and Food Processors Conclave by PHD Chamber
Raipur, Dec 01: PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry
Chhattisgarh Chapter or-
ganised an Agri and Food
Processors Conclave in as-
sociation of Ministry of
Food Processing
Industries (MoFPI)
Government of India for
an overall development of
farmers regarding fi-
nance, technology and
Market linkages of agri-
cultural products at
District Panchayat
Bhawan, Jashpur on
November 30th which was
attended by more than 220
farmers including food
processing Organizations.

The event started with
National Anthem and
lightening of lamp.
Welcome address was
given by Mr Mantosh
Singh, Sr. Resident
Director, PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Chief Guest Dr. Ravi

Mittal IAS, DM &
Collector Jashpur in-
formed that the district
having huge potential in

agricultural products but
people growing some veg-
etables & fruits for ex-

ports. Farmers are utilz-
ing resources in less ca-
pacity and district admin-
istration is working upon

this challenge. He encour-
aged the farmers towards
food processing units and

suggested farmers to take
this conclave as an oppor-
tunity. He praised PHD
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry in working to-
wards growth &  develop-
ment of farmers and food
processing industry.

Guest of Honour
Jitendra Yadav IAS, CEO,
District Panchayat,
Jashpur deliberated on
challenges faced by farm-
ers and suggested few
measures farmers can
adopt to overcome them.
His deliberation consist of
Supply Chain
Management, backward
and forward linkages and
Jaspur scope in food pro-
cessing industry. DIC
Jashpur MS Painkra ad-
dress on schemes under
PMFME & Department of
Industry, Government of
Chattisgarh in growth and
development of food pro-
cessing units in the dis-
trict. M.R. Bhagat, district

Agriculture officer,
Jashpur said Krishi Vikas
Kendra is present in all
districts and they are giv-
ing training to farmers
time to time. District is
facing absence of
Agencies like Agriculture
technology Management
Agency.

RP Singh Ratan, Dean-
Agriculture, Jharkhand
Rai University suggested
various measures to nur-
ture food processing in-
dustry, suggested towards
Millets consumption. Mr.
Ishwar Kumar,
Consultant, Sidbi PMU,
Directorate of Industries,
Chattisgarh deliberated
upon various schemes
Sidbi is offering to farm-
ers and food processing or-
ganisations. The event
ended with Vote of thanks
by Mr. Sumit Dubey,
Resident Director, PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Raipur.

RRVUNL will require 15 rakes of coal per day from Ch’garh: Sharma
Raipur, Dec 01: Banking
on the committed coal sup-
plies from country’s largest
producer Chhattisgarh,
government of Rajasthan
commissioned 4320 MW of
thermal power generation
capacity at an investment of
Rs 40,000 crore. Rajasthan
government’s power gener-
ation utility Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited (RRVUNL)
requires at least 15 rakes of
coal a day from
Chhattisgarh to keep these
units operational to ensure
uninterrupted and afford-
able electricity to its close
to eight crore consumers.

Addressing a press con-
ference MD RRVUNL RK
Sharma informed that
Rajasthan government is
compelled to ration electric-
ity by imposing power cuts
for 4-5 hours so that unin-
terrupted electricity can be

catered to the establish-
ments such as hospitals,
schools, courts, govern-
ment offices, fuel stations
and transportation among
others. While essential
services as are fearing
power cuts frequently, the
exchequer of Rajasthan is
incurring losses in its
power sector on account of
idle generation capacities.
Power generation units and
coal reserves are national
resources, and their under-
utilization is a loss to the
taxpayers.

RK Sharma said coal-

fired power generation proj-
ects are very critical for
Rajasthan and India to
meet the growing electrici-
ty demands till the time re-
newable power projects be-
come viable and reliable to
cater round the clock sup-
ply to the end users. Since
its investments in power
generation assets are turn-
ing redundant, RRVUNL
and government of
Rajasthan are finding it dif-
ficult to invest in additional
thermal and renewable
power projects for the fu-
ture generations.

Coal is essential for
RRVUNL to meet the peak
electricity demand at a rea-
sonable cost since state’s ex-
isting solar power genera-
tion capacity cannot pro-
duce electricity after the
dark. Tourism industry is
one of the most critical
components of Rajasthan’s

economy and cannot sur-
vive without cheaper and
uninterrupted electricity to
attract and comfort the
guests.

This is worth mentioning
that Chhattisgarh account-
ed for highest 158 million
tonne of coal production in
country’s total production
of 716 million tonne in the
last financial year.
Additional coal production
for the state of Rajasthan
will also result in signifi-
cant employment genera-
tion and additional tax rev-
enues for Chhattisgarh.

Rajasthan government is
committed to work in tan-
dem with the government
of Chhattisgarh. RRVUNL
has been going an extra
mile in its services to the
people through state-of-the-
art English medium school,
skill development centre
and several initiatives for

women empowerment,
health and hygiene among
others in the far-flung tribal
areas.

RRVUNL is thankful to
the Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot for
creating conducive environ-
ment between both the
states in mutual interests.
The exchange of products
and services between these
two states can only be the
stronger in the future.

It may be recalled here
the hardships faced by peo-
ple in parts of India on ac-
count of power shortages in
last summers and recent
festive season. We hope that
the government and admin-
istration of Chhattisgarh
will do the needful to sup-
port Rajasthan and cause of
growth and development
the locals.

CSPDCL to take final
decision from CSRC

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01:
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company
Limited (CSPDCL) has re-
ceived complaint of charg-
ing of additional security
deposit from the con-
sumers who have got con-
verted from BPL into do-
mestic category. MD has
issued instructions to seri-
ously consider on the com-

plaints recevied saying
that all the consumers
who came under BPL cate-
gory have got converted
into general domestic
power consumers with
hike in their power con-
sumption and the addi-
tional security deposit
which has been included
in their bills will not be
charged now.

With no clarification in
this regard for consumers
from this category, neces-
sary instructions from
Chhattisgarh State
Regulatory Commission
will be obtained. With this
particular decision, this
category will be immense-
ly benefitted. Such con-

sumers in whose electrici-
ty bills this additional se-
curity has been added into
the October bill, will be ad-
justed in the next electrici-
ty bill.

MD CSPDCL Manoj
Khare informed that there
are about 3.42 lakh such
consumers of BPL catego-
ry who have got converted
into APL category con-
sumers, who will get relief
from the same. Power
Company management
will obtain instruction
from CSRC and after
which decision for recov-
ery of additional security
deposit from such con-
sumers would be reconsid-
ered.
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During by-poll 
campaigning

Governor Uiky to be
chief guest

For not charging addl.
security deposit from
BPL consumers con-
verted into APL con-
sumers



6318 Devguri, Mataguri, Ghotul and
damaged monuments renovated 

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  0011::  In the Bastar
division full of cultural heritage,
work is being carried out to pre-
serve Devguri, Mataguri, Ghotul
and damaged memorial sites of
the division under the important
scheme of the government.
Under this, 6318 Devguri,
Mataguri, Ghotul and damaged
memorial sites in Bastar division
have been registered 100 per
cent in the revenue records. 

In which 2481 Devguri, 2935
Mataguri, 564 Ghotuls and 338
ancient dead monuments are in-
cluded. For Devgudi and

Matagudi, as well as for the ren-
ovation and beautification of
Ghotulas, the government has
also sanctioned a minimum of Rs
5 lakh each. Divisional
Commissioner Shyam Dhavde is-
sued Community Forest Rights
letter under 3-1 (l) in the name of
Gods and Goddesses to preserve
these places, along with preserv-
ing the cultural heritage, on the
plantation and conservation of
fruitful-shady trees in the temple
complex.  

Along with this, 20101 Baiga,
Manjhi, Chalki, Sirha, Guniya,
Gaita, Pujari, Bajnia, Atpahariya
have been registered in the divi-

sion as those
continuously
providing their
important con-
tributions in
the protection
of Bastar's folk
traditions, cus-
toms and cul-
ture. 

After last salute, body of jawan sent to home town
Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  DDeecc  0011::  Mohammad
Suleman of COBRA 222nd
Battalion was martyred in an en-
counter between security forces
and Maoists at Dabbakonta in
Sukma last evening. The last
salute was given to the martyred
jawan in the 5th battalion of
Jagdalpur on Wednesday morn-
ing.  After paying respects, the
mortal remains of the jawan were
sent from Chaupar to his home
town in Kerala. During this, CRPF
officials including Bastar IG
Sunderraj P were present. In fact,
yesterday at around 5 pm, the

Naxalites suddenly opened fire
on the police camp under con-
struction. Along with the firing,
the Naxalites also fired a large
number of BGLs. A soldier was in-
jured in the encounter, who was

given first aid on the spot. But the
jawan succumbed to serious in-
juries. The martyr jawan was
posted as head constable in the
222nd CoBRA battalion and was a
resident of Palakkad in the state

of Kerala. Bastar IG Sundarraj P
said that the effect of Naxalites in
the region is diminishing due to
the opening of police camps in
Naxal-affected areas. In the last
few months, there has been a de-
crease in Naxal activities in the
Naxal-infested areas. Recently
Sukma Police come down strong-
ly against the Naxalites in a way
by opening new police camps in
Ghur Naxal affected areas
Dabbakonta and Pidmel.
Naxalites have got a big blow due
to the opening of two camps si-
multaneously. In this fury, the
Naxalites are trying to attack the
camp to save their reputation.

Account holder getting govt
funds taken into arrest

Central Chronicle News

KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  DDeecc  0011::  Police has
nabbed one person on charges
of not returning the govern-
ment's money wrongly deposit-
ed into his account and he was
nabbed from Charouda (Durg)
and the case is that of Kawardha
thana area. Due to carelessness
on part of Veterinary depart-
ment, there was this wrong
transfer of government money.
Actually the amount which was
sanctioned for construction of
Veterinary Clinic was supposed
to be deposited into the account
of PWD, but it got wrongly trans-
ferred into the account of the ac-
cused from Charouda. The de-
partment came to know about
this fault six months later.

After this the department
asked the account holder to re-
turn the amount, but he refused.
On this a police complaint was

filed and the account holder was
taken into arrest. According to
the police, the accused account
holder name is Rohit Singh S/o
Nagraj Singh, R/o H.NO. 139,
Dadar Road Chrouda (Durg).
Under the National Agri
Development Scheme, a veteri-
nary clinic was to be constructed
in Gram Jhalmala and Marka and
for which Rs 25.40 lakh was sanc-
tioned. This was supposed to be
transferred into PWD account
No. 932020110000160 in June
2022. But due to fault on part of
the clerk of Veterinary deptt, it
got trasferred into account No.
93101011000160 and which be-
longed to the accused Rohit
Singh. The police has nabbed the
accoused Rohit Singh from
Charouda ( Durg) and seized his
bank passbook, bond paper of in-
surance policy and cash of Rs
10,700 and his mobile and set him
to jail on judicial custody.

Mitanin’s felicitated by
Pushpa Jagannath Sahu

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Dec 01: On
the occasion of Mitanin
Day, the Mitanin's here
were felicitated in Gram
Panchayat Borsi by Mrs.
Pushpa Jagannath Sahu,
President of District
Panchayat Fingeshwar.
Sarpanch of Borsi Gram
Panchayat Mahesh Sahu
presided over the program
organized on this occasion
and Mitanins Yashoda
Sahu, Kumari Bai, Bhojbai
Sahu, Rukhmani, Pramila
were honored.

Chief Guest Sahu while
honoring Mitanin said that
Mitanin sisters do the work
of implementing all kinds
of government schemes in

the villages and benefiting
the villagers and their con-
tribution should not be un-
derestimated. Sarpanch
and chairman of the func-
tion Mahesh Sahu said that
due to Mitanins, the poor
sections are able to take ad-
vantage of the schemes of
the government.

Panch Heeru Sahu,
Ankh Nishad, Jageshwar
Sahu, Ghasneen Sahu,
Ramshila Kanwar, Gayatri
Sahu, Monika Sahu, Kunti
Nishad, Hemin Sahu,
Parameshwari Ratre,
Panchayat Secretary
Chetan Lal Sahu Operator
Ishwar Sinha Bhrtya
Pramod Nishad and vil-
lagers were present in the
program.

Central Chronicle News

Berla, Dec 01: The
District Administration
with objectives to sort out
grievances of the general
public on the sport, organ-
ised a district-level
'Janchaupal' camp in sub-
divisional Hq's Berla on
Wednesday.

A total of 248 applica-
tions were received for
various demands and
complaints and out of

which 205 applications
were sorted out on the
spot itself. MLA Ashish K
Chabda and Collector
Jitendra Kumar Shukla
gave a patient hearing to
grievances and com-
plaints of the people and
gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officers of the
concerned department
for speedy solutions.

During this they also
inspected the stalls put
forth in the camp and
took information about
the activities going on in
all the departments. The
departmental officers
were issued instructions
in context of the applica-
tions received. The camp

was organised in Govt HS
School and in this vil-
lagers from far-off areas
came along with their
complaints and demands.

MLA Chabda address-
ing the gathering in
Chhattisgarhi dialect
said that the state govern-
ment is running many
schemes for the welfare of
general public and since
the people had to come to

district headquarters for
solving their grievances
and therefore this camp
has been organised in
Berla for convenience of
the villagers.

The Revenue depart-
ment distributed Kissan
Kitab (Rin Pustika) to
two farmers. The deptt
received a total of 55 ap-
plications and out of
which 42 were sorted out

on the spot. Under RBC 6-
4 of the Revenue Book
Circular for payment of
compensation on damage
to the house, a total of 11
beneficiaries were passed
on ex-gratia amount of
Rs 47000 through cheque
at the hands of MLA.

Under the Saraswati
Cycle Yojana of School
Education Department, a
total of 23 girl students
were given bicycles free
of cost. A group of fish
farmers were given fish
net and four groups were
given fish-mount by the
Fisheries department.
Under 'Poshan Badi' of
the Horticulture depart-
ment, 6 beneficiaries

were distributed saplings
of Tomato and 'Baigan'.
The agriculture dept dis-
tributed 'Sarson' kit to
five farmers.

The camp was attended
by public representatives
including Jila Panchayat
member TR Sahu,
Janpad Panchayat
President Berla Heera
Devlal Verma, Nagar
Panchayat President
Berla, Ras Bihari Kurre,
V-P Bharat Bhushan
Sahu, Rameshwar
Dewangan, Upper
Collector Dr Anil
Vajpayee, SDM (Revenue)
Berla YK Urvasha and
other district-level offi-
cers and nearby villagers.

Villagers demand opening of
electricity distribution center

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 01: The
villagers of village Mendha
here gheraoed the sub-sta-
tion demanding the open-
ing of electricity distribu-
tion center. The electricity
officer who reached the
spot has assured the agitat-
ing villagers that efforts
will be made to find a suit-
able solution soon.

Sarpanch representative
Hridaya Mandavi said that
before this, the prominent
representatives of the vil-
lage met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and had
placed the pending demand
prominently, but to no
avail. Sarpanch Rohit
Mandavi, senior Congress
leader Pramod Vaishnav,

Gram Patel Omkar Yadav,
Shivlal Sinha, Govind
Sahu, Phi Ritu Sinha for-
mer Sarpanch, Janak
Sinha, Chinta Sahu,
Omprakash Dewangan,
Kamlesh Dewangan,
Santram Sinha were pres-
ent during the protest.

A large number of vil-
lagers including Gautam
Sinha, Ashok, Puran
Sinha, Paras Yadav,

Rajaram Sinha, Nagesh
Dewangan, Dhanraj
Dewangan were also pres-
ent. Meanwhile, Electricity
Department's Assistant
Engineer SK Thakur has
said that due to the centre
coming up in Murmunda
center area and keeping in
view the availability of all
the resources, power distri-
bution center was set 
up there.

‘Thin wooden canoe becomes a life support’

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Dec 01:
Although the Indravati
River flowing in Bastar re-
gion is called the lifeline of
Bastar, but due to the neg-
ligence of the administra-
tion, this river has taken
many lives till date.

The villagers of
Markapal and Marrameta
across the Indravati River,
about 10 km away from
block headquarter
Bhairamgarh in Bijapur
district, are facing the
brunt of the administra-
tion's neglect. The only
means of crossing the
river for these villagers is
made of small wooden
boat. The only support is a
thin canoe.

Discussing with the
media, the villagers said

that the only way to cross
the river is through a thin
wooden canoe. Further,
the villagers said that
whenever crossing the
river with a canoe, there is
always danger. But there
is no other way to cross
the river and it is a com-
pulsion. The government
is also not giving the boat.
The villagers also said that
they themselves make

wooden canoes.
Villagers cross the river

Indravati to meet other
basic needs other than ra-
tion and medicine with a
thin wooden canoe, there
have been many accidents
while crossing the river by
canoe, but till now the ad-
ministration has not pro-
vided life jackets to the
people of villagers. Nor
has any good boat and

sailor been made avail-
able. Due to such negli-
gence, a pharmacist who
was coming to
Bhairamgarh after cross-
ing the Indravati River
from canoe (Dongi) was
washed away in the river
and died. Now it remains
to be seen how long the ad-
ministration will provide
boats for the people across
the Indravati River.
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p Held in Gram Berla
p Ex-gratia of Rs 47000

given 11 beneficiaries
under RBC-6-4

p To cross the
Indravati River

p In Gram Mendha

What officer says

While speaking to
Central Chronicle SDM
Bhairamagrh Uttam
Singh Panchari said
that, "Five boats have
been purchased by the
district administration
to provide services
across the Indravati
River. After talking to
the villagers, efforts are
being made to make the
boats a committee of
the villagers only".

205 applications sorted out in Janchapal camp
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Idukki airstrip
getting ready

Idukki (Kerala), Dec 01 (PTI) 

The National Cadet
Corps’ (NCC) first and
only airstrip in the coun-
try is getting ready to re-
ceive small aircrafts for
the training purpose of its
air wing cadets.

A successful trial land-
ing of a two-seater Virus
SW-80 aircraft was carried
out at the airstrip built in
this hill district on
Thursday, officials said.

After the successful trial
run, the officials said a
necessary report will be
submitted to the authori-
ties and based on it they
will take further decisions
on commencing the train-
ing for NCC air wing
cadets. Construction of a
650-metre long runway, a

hangar for parking four
small aircraft and a train-
ing facility for 50 cadets in-
cluding accommodation
has already been complet-
ed. The completion of the
airstrip has given wings to
the dreams of the hill dis-
trict prone to ecological
disasters.

According to the district
administration officials,
although the aim of the
airstrip is to provide free
flying training to NCC
cadets, it will also help the
district in emergency situ-
ations.

Air Force planes and
large helicopters can be
landed here in case of
emergency, they said.

Officials said earlier two
attempts were made to
land a small plane at the
airstrip but it was not pos-
sible due to the existence
of a sand deposit there.
The aircraft successfully
landed after clearing the
obstacle, they added.

Hundreds take part in Army’s
film-making workshops 

Jammu, Dec 01 (PTI) 

Hundreds of students
thronged workshops by
award-winning directors in
Jammu and Kashmir’s bor-
der districts of Poonch,
Rajouri and Jammu as part
of an Indian Army initia-
tive to impart film-making
training and empower
youths in the region’s far-
flung areas. Rahat Kazmi
and Tariq Khan conducted
interactive film-making
workshops for youths from
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh in far-flung loca-
tions such as Surankote,
Poonch, Rajouri and
Jammu, officials said.

The first-ever Dil Maange
More Short Film Festival,
curated by Captain Rahul
Bali, is an initiative of the
Indian Army’s Northern
Command in association
with Innovations India. The
initiative is in line with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of reiterating
the importance of ‘nation

building’, Defence
Spokesperson Lt Col
Devender Anand said.

Speaking at the work-
shop, Divisional
Commissioner (Jammu)
Ramesh Kumar said it was
heartening to see that film-
making was not only limited
to Mumbai. “The adminis-
tration will take forward
this journey to far-flung
areas to empower the
youth,” he said. “The Dil
Maange More Short Film
Festival is dedicated to the
independent, talented and
discerning film-makers
from Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh who
crave to showcase their craft
to the world,” Captain Bali
said.He said the month-long
film festival would culmi-
nate with a finale on
December 16 at the
Northern Command head-
quarters in Udhampur
where dignitaries, including
renowned film personalities
would be present to give
away awards to the winners.

DU receives nearly
4k applications 

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI) 

Delhi University (DU)
has received more than
3,800 applications from un-
dergraduate and postgrad-
uate students for 110 va-
cancies in its paid intern-
ship scheme, a senior var-
sity official said on
Thursday.

The varsity is conduct-
ing interviews to shortlist
the candidates. The list of
selected students will be
out in a week, the official
said. “We have received
over 3,800 applications for
110 vacancies under the
paid internship scheme,”
DU Dean of Students
Welfare Pankaj Arora told
PTI. The office of the Dean
of Students’ Welfare
(DSW) has been entrusted
with the responsibility to
facilitate the internship
programme at the

University of Delhi.
“The interview process

is underway and it is ex-
pected to be concluded by
Tuesday. We will take out
the list of students select-
ed within a week and the
internship will begin the
next day itself,” Arora
said.

The Vice-Chancellor
Internship Scheme was
announced by the varsity
in September to impart
training on soft and hard
skills to students by inte-
grating cognitive knowl-
edge with experiential
learning. Under VCIS,
there would be a regular
and a summer internship.

The total proposed num-
ber of interns in both cate-
gories is 200, however, this
year, it is 110 across de-
partments. The number of
interns may periodically
be changed after review
and recommendation by
DSW, following the ap-
proval of the VC, Arora
said.

Uddhav slams Rijiju’s comments on collegium system

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI) 

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led faction of the Shiv
Sena on Thursday said
Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju has crossed the
“Laxman Resha” by com-
menting on the collegium
system of appointment of
judges, and he should re-
sign.

An editorial in the party
mouthpiece `Saamana’ al-
leged that the Narendra
Modi government wants
to control all important in-
stitutions including the ju-
diciary.

“It wants people of its
ideology in the judiciary
and is trying to destroy
democracy, Parliament

and opposition leaders.
For this, the government
wants its people in the
high courts, Supreme
Court and also among
prosecutors,” it said.

Rijiju recently called as
“opaque” the present
Supreme Court collegium
system through which
judges are appointed.

“The basic fault with the
present collegium system
is that the judges are rec-
ommending those col-
leagues whom they know.
Obviously, they would not
recommend a judge they
do not know,” Rijiju had
said.

The Sena mouthpiece
said it was clear that the
law minister had crossed
the line which meant he
had started meddling in
the judicial process.

“Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar was (once) the
law minister of the coun-
try. The one who is occupy-
ing that post now has
crossed the Laxman
Resha. The law minister
has no right to occupy the
post. Like a python, the
Centre has swallowed up
all the institutions and
now it wants to swallow up
the judiciary too,” the
newspaper claimed.

This is a matter which
warrants the law minis-
ter’s resignation, Saamana
added.

The editorial further
said that Rijiju apparently
thinks that the prime min-
ister should appoint the
judges.

“But Rijiju’s suggestion
is more dangerous. The
collegium process is, at

least, the law of the land
and it has to be followed,”
it noted.

Rijiju cites instances of
other countries where
judges are appointed by
the government, but can
such judges act sternly
against the government in
the present “Modi-Shah
regime”, it asked.

A judge of the
Allahabad High Court
showed courage by pass-
ing a verdict against then
prime minister Indira
Gandhi, the editorial said,
referring to the historic
judgement of 1975 which
held Gandhi guilty of elec-
toral malpractices and dis-
qualified her from holding
a public office for six
years. Can government-ap-
pointed judges show such
courage, it asked.

Sharmila seeks Guv’s intervention
in attack on party activists

Hyderabad, Dec 01 (PTI) 

YSR Telangana Party
(YSRTP) president Y S
Sharmila on Thursday
sought the intervention
of Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan in the re-
cent alleged attack on
her party activists dur-
ing her ongoing ‘padaya-
tra’ and urged the
Governor to seek a re-
port from the State gov-
ernment.

Sharmila, who met
Soundararajan at Raj
Bhavan here, along with
her party leaders, alleged
that the ruling TRS was
behind the “attack” on
Monday near Warangal.

“For a year and cover-
ing 3,500 km across the
State, our ‘padayatra’ has
been drawing immense
response and participa-
tion from the people.
This sure has not gone
well with the TRS gov-
ernment and they have
been planning these at-

tacks to lower our
morale and keep us away
from the people,”
Sharmila said in a mem-
orandum submitted to
the Governor.

Sharmila, daughter of
late former Chief
Minister Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy,
claimed that the attack
was carried out with
sticks and stones and
that filthy words were
hurled at the YSRTP
workers.

She alleged that the po-
lice detained and
brought her to
Hyderabad but the at-
tackers were let off. She
further charged that she
was obstructed while
proceeding to the Chief
Minister’s camp office-
cum-official residence
the next day to show him
the bus which was “put
on fire”.

She claimed that her
car was lifted with a
crane though she was

still sitting inside.
“Madam, I now see a

possible threat to the
lives of our committed
party workers, and con-
tinued attacks on our pa-
dayatra. Besides, there
will be a spurt in the
derogatory rhetoric
against us. I, therefore,
draw your immediate at-
tention and intervention
towards this,” she said.

She urged the
Governor to seek a re-
port from the Home
Ministry and the office of
DGP on the attack. This
will help “salvage
democracy” in the State,
she said. Responding to
Sharmila’s criticism
against the State govern-
ment, ruling TRS leaders
on Wednesday took ex-
ception to the comments
allegedly made by her
against the Chief
Minister and other party
leaders. Some party lead-
ers alleged that BJP was
behind her.

Requiem for a 120-year-old house at Kalighat
Kolkata, Dec 01 (PTI) 

Robert Louis Stevenson’s
words in his poem
‘Requiem’ “Under the wide
and starry sky, Dig the
grave and let me lie” - per-
haps best describes the fate
of a 120-year-old house in
Kolkata’s Kalighat area
which is about to be torn
down.

However, for a group of
artists, the Edwardian
house bedecked with semi-
circular protruding bal-
conies, slatted green paint-
ed Venetian windows, mar-
bled floors, patterned cast-
iron railings and intricately
worked cornices, has be-
come a canvas for an exper-
imental art ensemble, be-
fore builders’ wield their
hammer on it.

Frescoes on old walls, ‘al-
pana’ (decorative floor mo-
tifs) on the red-oxidised
stairs, graffiti in English
and Bengali, Paintings
framing a window-lit room,
and experimental lights to
depict the history of a dark-
ened room, were among

many props which a group
of artists managed to paint
or set up as a requiem for
the house - ‘Jagat Nivas’.
Live performances in peri-
od costumes by actors

helped transport the house
back into the early
Twentieth century. One
room had Japanese-style
ink and brush paintings to
link it to the history of a

World War 2 veteran Maj
(Dr.) B C Dewanjea who mi-
grated from Burma and
bought part of the house
from its original owners
while another had a simple

cradle made from a Sari,
perhaps to depict the many
births, which the house, not
far from the eastern me-
tropolis’s famed Kalighat
temple to the dark-complex-
ioned Goddess of destruc-
tion, witnessed.

Taufik Riaz, 46, an artist
trained at Shantiniketan’s
Visva-Bharati university
involved in the project
called ‘Museum of Air and
Dust’ told PTI: “A large
number of people artists,
poets, architects, actors, in-
tellectuals and people liv-
ing” here chipped in to
turn the house about to die
into a work of art for a
while.”

The current inhabitants
who include a family of
refugees from Burma who
came to the city about 60
years ago and bought the
place - are trying to bottle
up memories of this refuge
after a heart-wrenching ex-
odus from Rangoon, as the
time to leave the sprawling
house on Nepal
Bhattacharya Street,
approaches.

SGPC starts nationwide
signature campaign

Amritsar, Dec 01 (PTI) 

The SGPC on Thursday
began a nationwide signa-
ture campaign for release
of ‘Bandi Singhs’ (Sikh
prisoners), which it claims
are lodged in different
prisons despite having
completed their jail sen-
tences. Different centres
were set up for the signa-
ture campaign in around
25 gurdwaras in Punjab

and Haryana, the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) officials said.

Several people signed
the plea prepared by the
Sikh body at these centres,
they said. In Anandpur
Sahib, the signature cam-
paign was started at Takht
Sri Kesgarh Sahib after an
‘ardas’ (Sikh prayer) was
offered by Jathedar of this
Takht, Giani Raghbir
Singh. Speaking on the oc-
casion, SGPC chief
Harjinder Singh Dhami
said the apex gurdwara
body has been raising its

voice for the release of
‘Bandi Singhs’ for a long
time and has sent resolu-
tions passed during
SGPC’s general houses to
the governments.

He also accused the gov-
ernment of having a nega-
tive attitude towards the
matter.

“The government are
deliberately violating
human rights and are not
releasing ‘Bandi Singhs’,”
Dhami said.

In his argument for Sikh
prisoners’ release, he cited
the release Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassins and remission of

sentence of convicts in the
2002 Bilkis Bano gang-rape
case. “To open the ears of
the governments, the
SGPC has now started a
nationwide signature cam-
paign, under which lakhs
of proformas will be filled
and will be handed over to
the Governor of Punjab
after a one-day protest at
Chandigarh,” said Dhami.

He said that the body
will ask people from
across religions to support
the initiative and will also
approach the
International Human
Rights Organisation.

RAISING DAY REHEARSAL

Border Security Force (BSF) personnel rehearse for the 58th BSF Raising Day function
at Guru Nanak Dev University, in Amritsar, Thursday.

NEW RULES PROTESTED

Boatmen protest by stopping the operation of their boats against the new rules by

the Varanasi District Administration, in Varanasi, Thursday.

BRIEF

Book Fair 
 Kolkata: The 46th

edition of Kolkata
International Book
Fair will be held from
January 30 to
February 12, 2023,
and Spain will be the
focal theme country,
organisers said. West
Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee will inaugu-
rate the book fair on
January 30 at the
Central Park in Salt
Lake, Publishers and
Booksellers Guild,
organisers of the
book fair, announced
at a news conference
here on Wednesday.

Bail
 Hyderabad: The

Telangana High
Court on Thursday
granted bail to three
accused arrested in
connection with the
case of alleged con-
spiracy to poach four
TRS MLAs. The
court allowed the bail
petitions of
Ramachandra
Bharati alias Satish
Sharma, Nanda
Kumar and
Simhayaji Swamy on
certain conditions.
They were directed
to furnish personal
bonds of Rs 3 lakh
each with 2 sureties
each.

Mishap
 Amroha: Three

people were killed
when their motorcy-
cle rammed into a
tree here, police said
on Thursday. The
deceased were iden-
tified as Subhash
(38), resident of
Sahaniya village in
Bijnor district and
his friends Munnu
(43) and Sandeep
aka Sanju, they
said.

Mechanism 
 Ranchi: Jharkhand

Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on
Thursday rolled out
an online mutation
system to make the
process easier for
people and min-
imise the involve-
ment of middlemen.
Now applicants will
not have to make
rounds of circle of-
fices for mutation of
their lands, which
will be done
through a digital
process, an official
said.

Defaced
 New Delhi: Several

buildings on
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU)
campus were defaced
on Thursday with
anti-Brahmin slo-
gans, photos of
which were shared
on social media.
Students claimed
that the walls in the
School of
International
Studies- II building
were vandalised with
slogans against
Brahmin and Baniya
communities.

A voter shows her inked
finger after casting her
vote during the first
phase of Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Surat, Thursday. 

 To seek release 
of Sikh prisoners

Trial landing of 
aircraft carried out
successfully

An artwork inside a 120-year-old house which is about to be broken down, at Kalighat in Kolkata. 

 Seeks his resignation

 For paid internship
scheme



PROMOTING CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

Divers perform during an event to promote upcoming Christmas festival at the Coex Aquarium in Seoul, South

Korea, Thursday. Christmas is one of the biggest holidays celebrated in South Korea.

FORMAL MEETING

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, shakes hands with European

Council President Charles Michel before their meeting at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday.
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Hong Kong, Dec 01 (AP):

Videos of hundreds protest-
ing in Shanghai started to ap-
pear on WeChat Saturday
night.

Showing chants about re-
moving COVID-19 restrictions
and demanding freedom, they
would only stay up for only
minutes before being cen-
sored. Elliot Wang, a 26-year-
old in Beijing, was amazed. “I
started refreshing constantly,
and saving videos, and taking
screenshots of what I could
before it got censored,” said
Wang, who only agreed to be
quoted using his English
name, in fear of government
retaliation. “A lot of my
friends were sharing the

videos of the protests in
Shanghai. I shared them too,
but they would get taken down
quickly.” That Wang was able
to glimpse the extraordinary
outpouring of grievances
highlights the cat-and-mouse
game that goes on between
millions of Chinese internet
users and the country’s gar-
gantuan censorship machine.
Chinese authorities maintain
a tight grip on the country’s
internet via a complex, multi-
layered censorship operation
that blocks access to almost all
foreign news and social
media, and blocks topics and
keywords considered political-
ly sensitive or detrimental to
the Chinese Communist
Party’s rule.

Chinese users play cat-and-mouse
with censors amid protests

Islamabad, Dec 01 (PTI):

A Pakistani delegation
holding talks with their
Russian counterparts has
asked for a 30-40 per cent
discount on crude oil, a de-
mand turned down by
Moscow which said it
could not offer anything
right now as all volumes
were committed, according
to a media report on
Thursday.

The delegation compris-
ing State Minister for
Petroleum Musadik Malik,
Secretary Petroleum Capt
(retd) Muhammad
Mahmood, joint secretary
and officials of the
Pakistan Embassy in
Moscow asked for a dis-

count during talks in
Moscow on Wednesday,
The News reported.

The talks ended with no
cogent conclusion but the
Russian side promised to
consider Pakistan’s de-
mand and to share its deci-
sion later on through diplo-
matic channels, the paper
said, citing its sources.

The paper said that
Russia can offer crude at
the rates it is providing to
its large client countries,
which are reliable and
sound economies, at a suit-
able time. Right now all
volumes are committed
with big buyers, sources
said. The Russian side
asked Pakistan to first hon-
our its commitment to the

flagship project of the
much-touted Pakistan
Stream Gas Pipeline
(PSGP) to be constructed
from Karachi to Lahore.

Pakistan’s official dele-
gation left for Moscow on
November 29 on a three-
day visit for talks with the
Russian authorities to ex-
plore possibilities of im-
port of crude oil at a dis-
counted price, mode of
payment and shipment
cost.

Citing industrial min-
istry sources, the paper
said that Russian crude oil
can be processed in
Pakistan’s refineries, and
in the past one private re-
finery had used Russian
crude oil to deliver finished

products.
The US has made it clear

that it has no objections to
Pakistan importing
Russian crude oil, saying
Washington does not cur-
rently have sanctions in
place against Russian ener-
gy exports to other coun-
tries.

“We recognise the pres-
sure that governments are
facing to secure affordable
fuel supplies,” the paper
quoted a US state depart-
ment official as saying.

“We have been very clear
that each country will have
to make its own choices,
based on its own circum-
stances, in terms of energy
imports,” the official
added.

Pakistan asks Russia for 30-40% discount on crude

oil; Moscow turns down demand

Washington, Dec 01 (AP):

The Voice of America
said Wednesday that
Taliban authorities have
banned FM radio broad-
casts from VOA and
Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty in Afghanistan,
starting Thursday.

VOA said Taliban au-
thorities cited “com-
plaints they have re-
ceived about program-
ming content” without
providing specifics.

VOA and RFE are fund-
ed by the U.S. govern-
ment, though they claim
editorial independence.

The Taliban overran

Afghanistan in August
2021 as American and
NATO forces were in the
final weeks of their pull-
out from the country
after 20 years of war.

Despite initially prom-
ising a more moderate
rule, they have restricted
rights and freedoms and
widely implemented
their harsh interpreta-
tion of Islamic law, or
Sharia. Abdul Qahar
Balkhi, the spokesman
for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, told The
Associated Press
Thursday that
Afghanistan has press
laws and any network

found “repeatedly contra-
vening” these laws will
have their privilege of
working in the country
taken away.

“VOA and Azadi Radio
(Radio Liberty) failed to
adhere to these laws,
were found as repeat of-
fenders, failed to show
professionalism and were
therefore shut down,” he
said.

The advocacy group
Reporters Without
Borders said recently
that Afghanistan has lost
40% of its media outlets
and 60% of its journalists
since the Taliban
takeover.

Taliban silence Voice of America
broadcasts in AfghanistanMoscow, Dec 01 (AP):

Russia’s foreign minis-
ter on Thursday accused
the West of becoming di-
rectly involved in the con-
flict in Ukraine by sup-
plying it with weapons
and training its soldiers.

Sergey Lavrov also said
that Russia’s strikes on
Ukrainian energy facili-
ties and other key infra-
structure that have left
millions without power,
heating and water were
intended to weaken
Ukraine’s military poten-
tial and derail the ship-
ments of Western
weapons.

“You shouldn’t say that
the US and NATO aren’t
taking part in this war,

you are directly partici-
pating in it,” Lavrov said
in a video call with re-
porters.

“And not just by provid-
ing weapons but also by
training personnel. You
are training their mili-
tary on your territory, on
the territories of Britain,
Germany, Italy and other
countries.”

He said that the bar-
rage of Russian missile
strikes was intended to
“knock out energy facili-
ties that allow you to keep
pumping deadly weapons
into Ukraine in order to
kill the Russians.”

“The infrastructure
that is targeted by those
attacks is used to ensure
the combat potential of

the Ukrainian armed
forces and the nationalist
battalions,” Lavrov said.

Ukraine and the West
have accused Russia of
targeting key civilian in-
frastructure in order to
reduce morale and force
Ukraine into peace talks
on Moscow’s conditions.

Lavrov insisted that
Moscow remains open for
talks on ending the con-

flict. “We never asked for
talks but always said that
we are ready to listen to
those who are interested
in a negotiated settle-
ment,” Lavrov said.

The Kremlin has urged
Ukraine to acknowledge
Crimea, which Moscow
annexed from Ukraine in
2014, as part of Russia
and recognise other land
gains that Russia has
made since sending its
troops into Ukraine on
February 24. It also has
continued to push for
guarantees that Ukraine
wouldn’t join NATO,
along with vaguely for-
mulated “demilitarisa-
tion” and “denazifica-
tion” goals. Asked if a
meeting between Russian

President Vladimir Putin
and US President Joe
Biden is possible, Lavrov
responded that “we don’t
shun contacts” but added
that “we haven’t yet
heard any serious ideas
yet.”

Lavrov said that US
Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has
raised the issue of US cit-
izens imprisoned in
Russia in a phone call,
but noted that Putin and
Biden agreed to set up a
separate channel of com-
munication between spe-
cial services to discuss
the issue when they met
in Geneva in June 2021.
“It’s working and I hope
that some results will be
achieved,” he added.

Russian FM: US, NATO directly involved in Ukraine conflict

Kathmandu, Dec 01 (PTI):

The Nepali Congress,
which has emerged as the
single largest party in the
parliamentary elections,
has intensified consulta-
tions with other political
parties in its bid to form
the next government, a
senior ruling party leader
said on Thursday.

The Nepali Congress
(NC) has so far bagged 55
seats under direct election
to the House of
Representatives while op-
position CPN-UML has
won 44 seats. So far elec-
tion results of 162 seats
have been declared.

In the 275-member
House of Representatives,
165 will be elected through
direct voting, while the re-
maining 110 will be elected
through a proportional
electoral system. A party
needs at least 138 seats to
form a majority govern-
ment.

Talking to PTI, senior
NC leader and former

deputy prime minister
Prakash Man Singh said
the party has intensified
consultations with vari-
ous other political parties
to form the next govern-
ment.

The party will elect its
Parliamentary Party
leader after the results of
all the seats are out and
the seats to be allocated on

the basis of proportionate
voting system is deter-
mined, said Singh.

Half a dozen leaders
within the NC have ex-
pressed their aspirations
to become the next prime
minister. Singh, 66, is
among the leaders who are
in the race to become the
next prime minister.

Singh, who was elected

as a member of the House
of Representatives from
Kathmandu 1, has been
presenting himself as the
next prime minister, say-
ing that he has worked
from the grassroots to the
number two position in
the party.

Singh, who is in favour
of assuming the leader-
ship role after winning the
trust of NC President Sher
Bahadur Deuba, met with
UML Chairman KP
Sharma Oli on Sunday.

The CPN-Maoist Centre
has got 17 seats, CPN-
Unified Socialist 10,
Lokatantrik Samajwadi
Party 4 and Rashtriya
Janamorcha has bagged
one seat under direct elec-
tion.

The Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
Janata Samajwadi Party,
the two allies of the oppo-
sition UML, have bagged 7
seats each.

Rastriyia Swotantra
Party and Nagarik
Unmukti Party have won 7
and 3 seats respectively
while Nepal Workers and
Peasants Party has won
one seat. The independent
candidates have won 5
seats.

Nepali Congress wins 55 seats
Starts consultation
with other parties
to form govt
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Social media and human
psyche 

It has been seen that since
the introduction of smart-
phone in the market, many a
thing has changed over time.
These changes have had both
positive and negative impacts
upon society. Among all these
some negative impacts are so-
cial media addiction and the
degradation of patience level
in human psyche and cyber
bullying. It is clear that people
have been losing patience so
perceptibly because of the
growing addiction towards
mobile Internet and it is creat-
ing a bad effect even upon
children's minds. People are
keeping their eyes glued to the
mobile phone screen rather
than reading books. And due
to this, students are also fail-
ing in incorporating proper
concentration in the task of
studying. Thus, on analyzing
the matter closely, we found
that the social media plat-
forms constitute the major
reason for which people have
been getting addicted. Social
media platforms are designed
in such a way that a netizen
can easily get trapped and
every post or content keeps
the person engaged without
giving any opportunity to
take break. So the netizen gen-
erally lose control over this
matter and becomes enslaved
in this world of social media.
As a result, the netizen cannot
help but consume the social
media contents till it releases
dopamine in the brain. So, the
social media is working like
nothing but a drug upon the
human brain and this leads to
loss of patience, concentra-
tion and most importantly,
connection with the real
world. This is so dangerous
that even after knowing all
these adverse effects people
are not aware about using so-
cial media in a healthy way.
Through this esteemed daily, I
urge people to take this issue
seriously and create aware-
ness among regarding
healthy use of mobile phones
and social media in their
daily life.

Arup Jyoti Das, by mail

Apology accepted
It is said that ‘Truth with-

out love is brutality and love
without truth is hypocrisy’.
Truth may be stated bluntly
at the cost of ruffling feath-
ers, or gently without offend-
ing anyone. The jury head
may be well within his rights
to criticise the film on its con-
tent or on technical grounds.
Even so, to call it ‘a propagan-
da and a vulgar movie’ is to
go overboard, especially con-
sidering the close relations
between India and Israel and
the terrible persecution suf-
fered by the Kashmiri
Pandits. Further, unlike the
Jews, who have been histori-
cally persecuted in many
parts of the world, but now
live with dignity in Israel, the
Pandits are persecuted in
their own country! Without a
deep understanding of the
sensitivity involved in the
issue, it is unfortunate for
Lapid to issue such a state-
ment. However, considering
the quick apology by the
Israeli envoy, the issue may be
treated as closed.

V Jayaraman, Chennai

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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Kohima: Naga tribal people in their traditional attire take part in a procession during inaugural day of Hornbill festival at
Kisama village on the outskirts of Kohima, Nagaland, Thursday.

HORNBILL FESTIVAL

T he All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi,
suffered hacking of its servers on November 23. Over 50

of these servers that store patient data and run hospital man-
agement software were out of order. It resulted in a complete
shutdown of computers at this premier hospital that receives on
an average 12,000 new patients every day. After the initial ef-
forts to bring the systems back to work failed, the hospital man-
agement deployed additional staff and tried to run the routine
healthcare services manually. From new patient registrations to
managing the labs, everything was being done manually. On
November 30, the hospital management informed in a state-
ment that the servers have been restored but they are being
sanitized and the hospital functions are still being managed
manually. For seven consecutive days, AIIMS functioned with-
out the support of computers and the internet is beyond reason-
ing. After the servers were exploited, a bevy of investigating
agencies dawned on the scene. It included cyber experts from
Delhi Police, which operates under the Union Ministry of Home,
the National Intelligence Agency (NIA), which specializes in ter-
ror investigation, and the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-IN), the national-level nodal agency to
deal with cyber security incidents. They worked day and night
for seven consecutive days to bring the 50-odd servers at AIIMS
back to life after sanitizing the malware. Media reports suggest-
ed that it was a ransomware attack and there were reports that
hackers demanded Rs 200 crore ($25 million) in cryptocurren-
cies to help bring the system back to life. However, Delhi Police
denied that AIIMS authorities brought the demand for ransom
to their notice. A ransomware attack is one of the social engi-
neering attacks, where the hackers exploit human errors rather
than the system’s safeguards to launch an attack. This kind of
attack is possible when basic data security measures such as
the use of anti-viruses are not followed strictly. Other human er-
rors can include revealing or exposing passwords or such cre-
dentials by falling prey to other social engineering attacks such
as phishing, spear-phishing, pretexting, baiting, or scareware.
Last month, in Brazil, the government-run Bank of Brasilia suf-
fered a similar ransomware attack and hackers stole away im-
portant but protected data that even they could not breach into.
They asked for 50 bitcoin (BTC) from the bank to return the
data. While the bank did not say anything on the matter, it’s be-
lieved that it did pay 50 BTC to the hackers to secure the stolen
data back from the hackers. Cyber attacks such as ransomware
attacks are very common as the hackers are experts in IT and
software. They use the weaknesses in the cyber security system
to steal data and sometimes money as in the case of cryptocur-
rencies, which are essentially blockchain-encrypted data. Given
this, the ransomware attack on AIIMS servers was not exactly a
highly advanced technical coup on India’s IT and cyber security
capabilities. It was plain negligence and lack of professionalism
of those who were supposed to ensure strict adherence to the
standard operating procedure while dealing with critical IT com-
ponents at this premier hospital. Reports suggest that the
breach has exposed the hospital data of 30-40 million patients
including VIPs such as former prime ministers and ministers.
This data can be sold on the dark net and may come to haunt big
targets including government agencies. Two days ago, media
reports said that WhatsApp data including phone numbers of
500 million users were available for sale on the dark net. While
WhatsApp said the reports are false, news platform CyberNews
claimed that the dataset for the US (33 million users), UK (11
million users), and Germany (6 million users) was available for
$7000, $2500, and $2000, respectively. The data of 6.1 million
Indian users was available to the highest bidder. These inci-
dents of data breaches come at a time when India, a significant
market for both data generation and consumption, is consider-
ing a new bill to ensure the protection and privacy of personal
data. While adequate law is a great protection against the illegal
use of data, learning from the AIIMS incident, India also needs
to develop a responsible and sincere work culture that accords
top priority to data protection. It includes adequate cyber secu-
rity and data safety measures. 

Dr Nipanka Goswami

S urgery has always been a neglected child or accepted as a
stepchild in the Global health scenario, rather perceived as

a Cinderella of the Global health agenda while anaesthetic care
is termed as the invisible friend of the stepchild. Dr Halfdan T
Mehler, a former WHO Director General (1980) said, "A vast ma-
jority of the world's population has no access whatsoever to
skilled surgical care and very little is being done to find a solu-
tion". Lancet Commission on Global Heath stated that nearly
70% of the world's population lacks access to safe, affordable
surgical and anaesthetic care. As per the surgical registry, an es-
timated 266 million surgeries are performed every year and the
majority of those are restricted to the developed or high-income
group but poorer countries comprise less than 4% only. Hence,
as many as 143 million people per year need surgery in low and
middle-income settings, which is indeed giving rise to a 'surgical
disease burden' and thus hampering a state or nation's econo-
my. The Lancet study estimated that the failure to improve surgi-
cal care in developing countries would translate into a 12.3 tril-
lion dollar loss of economic output by 2030. Health economics
entails a study on how individuals and healthcare providers can
devise a cost-effective plan on an economic model by cost-relat-
ed studies, for facilitating fund allocation from limited resources
in a developing or poor country. But to keep pace with the eco-
nomic progress, the vibrant and performing group of people
should fall under the purview of a strategy which will provide
safe and affordable healthcare including that surgery. A key
component is financial risk protection – the need to protect indi-
viduals from financial hardship while accessing healthcare, par-
ticularly in those opting for surgery in trauma, neoplasm, neona-
tal, maternal and digestive systems. A lot many falling into the
low-income group usually faces economic devastation during
any surgical care given to them and this induces economic fear
resulting in less turnover falling around 11% for elective surger-
ies. Now to reduce the pending surgery load in a community or
region, the surgeons need to innovate, introspect and investigate
cost-effectiveness in applying open or keyhole (Laparoscopic)
surgery for delivering quick and good surgical health, and thus
making the commoners fit to work and contribute for boosting
the state or country's economy.

Surgeon and economy: 
An overview

Hacking of AIIMS servers exposes
incompetence of IT professionals

T his is a pivotal moment in
the history of India’s

diplomatic relations. India as-
sumes the presidency of the
Group of Twenty (G20); an inter-
governmental forum comprising
the world’s largest economies.
Established in 1999, this group-
ing constitutes two-thirds of the
world’s population, 75 % of glob-
al trade, and over 80 percent of
the global Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). To put it simply,
the G20 wields the strongest po-
litical influence in terms of glob-
al policy in the world, making it
the premier platform to deliber-
ate on the foremost pressing is-
sues of our time — susta devel-
opment goals, climate action,
food security, public health sys-
tems, and digital transformation
to name just a few.

With the G20 presidency, India
has the opportunity to set the
agenda, rather than respond to
it; acting as the de facto repre-
sentative for the interests of the
Global South and developing
world. As a nation with a rich
history of alliance-building and
the greatest youth population in
the world — as of May, over half
the population (52%) was below
30 — India possesses consider-
able demographic and geopoliti-
cal leverage, making the presi-
dency an opportune moment to
centre its priorities, as well as
share its best practices with the
world. 43 Heads of Delegations
— the largest ever in G20 — will
be participating in the final New
Delhi Summit in September

next year; indicating that India’s
leadership has every intention
to be “inclusive, ambitious, deci-
sive, and action-oriented,” as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced in Bali this year.

The opportunity to lead G20
comes at a time of compounding
existential threat, with the
COVID-19 pandemic having ex-
posed the fragility of our sys-
tems under the disastrous cas-
cading impacts of climate
change. In this regard, climate
action is a key priority for India’s
presidential agenda, with a par-
ticular focus towards not only cli-
mate finance and technology, but
ensuring just energy transitions
for developing nations across the
world. With the unique challenge
of needing to industrialise with-
out carbonising, India’s massive
expansion of Green Hydrogen,
presently aimed at an annual
production capacity of 25 million
tons by 2047, will make it an ex-
porter of clean energy technolo-
gy in the years to come.
Understanding that the issue of
climate change cuts across in-
dustry, society, and sectors, India
offers the world LiFE (Lifestyle
for Environment) — a behaviour-
based movement that draws from
our nation’s rich, ancient sus-
tainable traditions to nudge con-
sumers, and in-turn markets, to
adopt environmentally-con-
scious practices.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
also severely set-back years of
developmental progress, as the
United Nations (UN)

Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) were backgrounded in
favour of more immediate pub-
lic-health and food crises. As a
collective of leaders, the G20
must reinforce and accelerate its
commitment to achieving the
SDGs — that promises its people
a better, cleaner, healthier, and
more prosperous planet. To ad-
dress contemporary challenges,
the world needs contemporary
institutions that equitably and
effectively reflect modern reali-
ties of a diverse, dynamic world.
India’s G20 priority will be to
continue pressing for reformed
multilateralism that creates
more accountable and inclusive
international organisations.

The Indian government con-
tinues to effectively use digital
technology to overcome social
and economic barriers. This G20
presidency is India’s chance to
share its knowledge with the
world. Having successfully im-
plemented the world’s largest
biometric ID system (Aadhar),
and enabled 50x more direct
transfer of benefits between
2014 and 2022, India is in a piv-
otal position to shape conversa-
tions around digital public
goods and the use of data for de-
velopment. In October 2022,
India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) processed 7 bil-
lion transactions — the equiva-
lent of 230 million transactions
a day, showing that it is possible
to undertake and successfully
implement a financial inclusion
model at this scale. As G20 lead,
India can foreground its belief
in a human-centric approach to
technology, and facilitate
greater knowledge-sharing in
priority areas like public digital
infrastructure, financial inclu-
sion, and tech-enabled develop-
ment in sectors ranging from
agriculture to education. In par-
ticular, India’s programs aimed
at financial inclusion, like the
JAM Trinity, have granted sig-
nificant financial autonomy to
Indian women, making them ac-

tive stakeholders in the deci-
sion-making of their house-
holds — 56% of account holders
are now women, with 23 crore
previously un-banked women
now having accounts.

While 2023 is set to be a golden
year for India’s global reputa-
tion, the mandate of facilitating
consensus-driven policy frame-
works is not an easy one. The na-
tion is inheriting the G20 presi-
dency in midst of an increasing-
ly polarised world order, with the
Russia-Ukraine conflict threat-
ening to eclipse broader develop-
mental agendas and geopolitical
relations between the world’s
leading superpowers continuing
to grow more tense. The global
economy is now staring at an im-
pending recession and an all-
time high global-debt, while
countries continue to grapple
with worsening food security
and disrupted supply chains. In
this environment, India has the
opportunity to emerge as a unifi-
er and purveyor of harmony.
The country, led by PM Modi in
the Group of 20 summit in Bali,
played an indispensable role in
forging a consensus on the draft
G20 communique. The PM’s
words “Today’s era must not be
of war” were reflected directly
in the Leader’s Declaration,
breaking the decision deadlock
and cementing India’s position
as a broker of peace. As old cen-
tres of power give way to young,
vibrant nations on the brink of
exponential economic and social
growth, India’s ambitious, ac-
tion-oriented presidency has the
potential to reorient this high-
level coalition towards the inter-
ests and needs of the less privi-
leged. During its presidency,
India will continue to turn glob-
al challenges into opportunities
for change, by remembering
that our efforts must be directed
towards our One Earth, One
Family, One Future.

(Author is G20 Sherpa,
Government of India. He is

Ex- CEO , Niti Aayog. )

People’s Presidency: Why G20 
India Mattersfor Every Citizen

O verweight women are
more likely to experi-

ence symptoms of long
Covid, according to a new re-
search. The study from the
University of East Anglia
(UEA) shows that having a
higher Body Mass Index
(BMI) is linked with the con-
dition, and that women are
more likely to experience
long Covid than men. It is one
of the largest studies on long
Covid in the UK, the study
said. The research, published
in PLOS Global Public
Health, also shows that peo-
ple with long Covid were
much more likely to need ad-
ditional, and often lasting,
care at the National Health
System (NHS) than those who
make a swift recovery.

"Long Covid is a complex
condition that develops during

or after having Covid, and it is
classified as such when symp-
toms continue for more than
12 weeks," said Professor
Vassilios Vassiliou, from
UEA's Norwich Medical
School. "Just over two million
people in the UK are thought
to suffer with long Covid and it
affects people in different
ways. Breathlessness, a cough,
heart palpitations, headaches,
and severe fatigue are among
the most prevalent symp-
toms," said Vassiliou.

"Other symptoms may in-
clude chest pain or tightness,
brain fog, insomnia, dizziness,
joint pain, depression and
anxiety, tinnitus, loss of ap-
petite, headaches, and
changes to sense of smell or
taste," said Vassiliou. "We
wanted to find out what fac-
tors might make people more

or less susceptible to develop-
ing long Covid," said
Vassiliou. The research team
surveyed patients in Norfolk,
UK, who had received a posi-
tive Covid PCR test result in
2020. A total of 1,487 people
took part in an online survey
which covered long-Covid
symptoms such as breathless-
ness, chest pain, fatigue, mem-
ory problems, and anxiety.

They found that more than
half of the participants (774)
were experiencing at least one
long Covid symptom, showing
a high self-reported preva-
lence. Next, they looked to see
what factors might make peo-
ple more or less likely to suffer
the condition by looking at the
participants' medical records.
Factors including BMI, sex,
medication use, other health
conditions, and whether they

lived in a deprived area were
taken into account. "We show
that more than a half of the
survey respondents who test-
ed positive for Covid in the
East of England during the
first year of the pandemic
went on to report long Covid
symptoms," said Vassiliou.

"All of these people were in-
fected in the months before the
Covid vaccination programme
was rolled out and they suf-
fered from numerous new
symptoms that were not pres-
ent before their Covid infec-
tion," said Vassiliou.
"Interestingly, we found that
more women than men had
long Covid symptoms. We also
found that having a higher
BMI was linked with long
Covid." "This is really impor-
tant because information like
this can be used to profile

those people who are 'at risk' of
developing long Covid," said
Vassiliou. "We also found that
people with long Covid were
over three times more likely to
use healthcare services than
those who didn't display long
Covid symptoms," said
Vassiliou. "We hope that our
work will help policymakers
plan local services and also in-
form the wider public of the
scale of the long Covid pan-
demic," said Vassiliou.

"When COVID-19 struck it
was new to everyone. All clini-
cians and the wider health and
care system worked extremely
hard together to deal with the
impacts of the virus and pro-
tect our people and communi-
ties," said Dr. Mark Lim, inter-
im service director of the
Norfolk and Waveney
Integrated Care Board.

Long Covid linked with increased body weight

AMITABH KANT 
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G20 presidency

New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday extended
her best wishes to
‘TeamIndia’ for a suc-
cessful G20 presidency
under the theme
‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’. India
formally assumed the
G20 Presidency on
December 1. “India as-
sumes the Presidency
of #G20 today. On this
occasion, I extend my
best wishes to
#TeamIndia for a suc-
cessful Presidency
under the theme
Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam. In the
time-honoured tradi-
tion of Atithi Devo
Bhava, I welcome all
the delegates to
India,” Murmu tweet-
ed. ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ means
world is one family.
India was handed over
the presidency of the
influential bloc at the
end of the two-day G20
summit in Bali, host-
ed by Indonesia last
month.

Appointment

New Delhi: Romal
Shetty will take over
as the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of
Deloitte India from
April 1, 2023. Shetty,
who currently heads
the consulting prac-
tice of the firm, will
replace N Venkatram,
who will be in office
till March 2023. In an
email to its employees,
the company said that
Deloitte India has se-
lected Romal Shetty as
the next CEO of the
organisation. The se-
lection came through
the ratification
process wherein the
partners affirmed his
name, the email said.
Shetty is currently the
leader and President
of the consulting prac-
tice for Deloitte India.
He is also a member of
the Deloitte global
consulting executive,
a member of the
Deloitte India execu-
tive committee, and
the regional leader for
Deloitte in South
India. With over 26
years of experience,
he specialises in lead-
ing large and complex
transformation pro-
grammes across the
business and technol-
ogy domains.

Investors cautioned
New Delhi: The
National Stock
Exchange (NSE) cau-
tioned investors not to
fall prey to investment
plans that promise
guaranteed returns.
The country’s largest
bourse warning
comes against the
backdrop of instances
of unregistered enti-
ties soliciting invest-
ments through
YouTube and
Telegram Channels.
The exchange pointed
out that these entities
are not registered ei-
ther as a member or
authorised person of
any registered mem-
ber of the NSE.

‘INFOCOM 2022’

West Bengal Governor CV Ananda Bose interacts with Kiran Karnik, former prersident, NASSCOM, during the
‘INFOCOM 2022’, in Kolkata, Thursday, Dec.1.

New Delhi, Dec 01:  

Manufacturing activi-
ties in India touched a
three-month high in
November as new orders
and exports expanded
boosted by demand re-
silience and substantial
easing of cost pressure, ac-
cording to a monthly sur-
vey released on Thursday.
The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) stood at 55.7 in
November, up from 55.3 in
October, signalling the
strongest improvement in
operating conditions in
three months. The
November PMI data point-
ed to an improvement in
overall operating condi-
tions for the 17th straight
month. In PMI parlance, a
print above 50 means ex-
pansion while a score
below 50 indicates contrac-
tion. “It was business as

usual for goods producers,
who lifted production vol-
umes to the greatest extent
in three months amid im-
pressive evidence of de-
mand resilience. New or-
ders and exports expanded
markedly in the latest
month,” Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global Market
Intelligence, said.
Moreover, firms were
strongly confident towards
growth prospects, with op-
timism driving another
round of job creation and
restocking initiatives.
Buying levels expanded at
a marked and accelerated
rate as firms also sought to
benefit from relatively
mild price pressures.
“Survey participants were
also strongly confident in
both the buoyancy of de-
mand for their goods and
their ability to further lift
production in 2023. The
level of positive sentiment

recorded in November was
the best in nearly eight
years,” Lima said.

On the prices front,
input cost inflation reced-
ed to the joint-weakest rate
in 28 months, while
charges rose at the slowest
pace since February.

“Companies were also
aided by a substantial cool-
ing of cost pressures in
November, a factor that
prompted them to pur-
chase more inputs and add
to their inventories. “The
overall rate of input cost
inflation slipped to the
joint-lowest in 28 months.
Buyers of Indian manufac-
tured goods likewise
gained from this retreat in
cost inflation, as 92 per
cent of surveyed firms left
their selling prices un-
changed from October,”
Lima said. On the jobs
front, the survey said that
employment rose solidly,
and for the ninth month in
a row.

India’s mfg PMI hits
3-month high in Nov 

Amid expansion in production, slowdown in inflation

New Delhi, Dec 01: 

The collections from
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) grew by 11 per cent
to about Rs 1.46 lakh crore
in November on increased
consumer spending and
better compliance. This is
the ninth month in a row
that the revenues have re-
mained above the Rs 1.4
lakh crore mark. However,
the collection in
November was the lowest
since August. In October,
GST collections had
touched the second-high-
est level of Rs 1.52 lakh
crore on festive spending.
The gross GST revenue
collected in the month of
November 2022 is Rs
1,45,867 crore of which
Central GST is Rs 25,681

crore, State GST is Rs
32,651 crore, Integrated
GST is Rs 77,103 crore (in-
cluding Rs 38,635 crore col-
lected on import of goods)
and cess is Rs 10,433 crore
(including Rs 817 crore col-
lected on import of goods).
“The revenues for the
month of November 2022
are 11 per cent higher than
the GST revenues in the
same month last year,
which itself was Rs
1,31,526 crore,” the
Finance Ministry said in a
statement. KPMG Partner
Indirect Tax Abhishek

Jain said continuing fes-
tive procurements, year-
end reconciliations of
input tax credits, credit
notes, etc. would have
played a significant role in
the GST revenue uptick.
N.A. Shah Associates,
Partner, Indirect Tax,
Parag Mehta said the
major factors for the in-
crease in collections are
the festive and wedding
seasons.

“There has also been a
major increase in sales for
real estate and vehicle
markets. Overall, there is
substantial spending by
consumers. Further, the
authorities have been
cracking down on tax
evaders, defaulters, fake
invoice instances etc,”
Mehta said.

GST mop up grows 11% 
to Rs 1.46 lakh cr in NovNew Delhi, Dec 01: 

The government on
Thursday launched
DigiYatra which will pro-
vide a seamless entry and
embarkation process for
air passengers at the air-
ports in the national capi-
tal, Bangalore and
Varanasi. After launching
DigiYatra, which is based
on facial recognition tech-
nology, at the airport in
Delhi, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said data shared
by the passengers will be
stored in an encrypted for-
mat and in a decentralised
manner. DigiYatra will be
launched at four more air-
ports — Hyderabad, Pune,
Vijayawada and Kolkata —
by March next year. Later,
DigiYatra will be rapidly
rolled out across all other
airports, Scindia said at a

briefing here. The airlines
that operate in these three
airports — Delhi,
Bangalore and Varanasi —

are fundamentally on-
board, he said with respect
to DigiYatra. It will be
available for passengers

taking domestic flights.
DigiYatra app is available
on Android and ioS plat-
forms. Currently at the
Delhi airport, DigiYatra
will be available for pas-
sengers taking domestic
flights from Terminal 3
(T3). Amid concerns in
certain quarters about
data theft and privacy is-
sues, Scindia said the data
shared for DigiYatra will
be stored in an encrypted
format in a decentralised
manner. “First, we
thought of a centralised
system that would house
all the data but then issues
of privacy, data theft,
rightfully came up. So, we
moved to a decentralised
system which would house
the passenger informa-
tion.. on the mobile
phones of every single
passenger,” the minister
said.

Govt launches DigiYatra for passengers at 3 airports

Union Minister for Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia
addresses the media after the launch of DigiYatra facil-
ity at Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi International Airport
in New Delhi, Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022. DigiYatra is con-
ceived to achieve contactless, seamless processing of
passengers at airports based on Facial Recognition
Technology

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  0011::  CEAT Ltd.,
India’s leading tyre manufac-
turer, unveiled Cross Drive, its
high-performance, all-terrain
tyres for SUVs in India. Cross
Drive incorporates CEAT’s cut-
ting-edge 3D sipe technology
and robust shoulder design
that helps the tyre adapt to all-
terrain applications. The tyre’s
new carbon black tread com-
pounds offer better grip as well
as improved fuel efficiency and

have been extensively tested
on the state-of-the-art auto
testing track ‘NATRAX’ in
Indore and mild off-roading
near Indore. 

Cross Drive tyres have been
specifically designed for usage
across all 4X2 and 4X4 type of
SUVs. Cross Drive is available
in various sizes across all lead
tyreshops including CEAT’s
exclusive outlets; CEAT Shoppe
and Tyre Stop.CEAT has

already started partnering with
OEM’s like Mahindra to provide
Cross Drive for their spe-
cialised all-terrain vehicles like
Thar. CEAT also plans to launch
Cross Drive tyres in the global
market soon.

Commenting on the launch,
Mr Arnab Banerjee, Chief
Operating Officer, CEAT Tyres
Ltd., said, “Cross Drive is one
of our premium offerings in the
all-terrain tyre segment for
SUVs. The introduction of new
technology and designs for
Cross Drive tyres will help our
consumers to conquer chal-
lenging and diverse terrains
with safety, while also improv-
ing the fuel efficiency of the
vehicle. We have extensively
tested Cross Drive for off-road-
ing capabilities and city use
and it provides an experience
which is the best of both
worlds. 

CEAT launches Cross Drive, a new
all-terrain tyre for SUVs in India

Mumbai, Dec 01: 

Before the winter
breeze sets in, shop for all
your season’s essentials
at great offers under one
roof during the‘Home
Shopping Spree’on
Amazon.in. Be it playing
sports or a night in to
snuggle in bed to watch
your favorite movies and
shows, customers can
browse through a wide
selection of products to
fulfil their distinct needs.
While shopping, cus-
tomers can avail a host of
exciting offers and up to
70% off on winter essen-
tials including home &
kitchen appliances from
brands such as Vega,
Bajaj, Havells, Crompton,
Milton, Philips, Eureka

Forbes, Usha, Livpure,
Sleepy Cat, Mortein,
Plantex, Green Soul and
much more from 1st to
4th December 2022.
During the ‘Home
Shopping Spree’ on
Amazon.in, can collect
coupons here and get
10% cashback up to INR
150 on purchase of INR
1500 & above.
Additionally, if you’re a
football lover, cheer for
your favorite team kitted
out in your team’s colors
during the 2022 FIFA
World Cup. Shop from
the convenience of your
home from the specially
curated Football World
Cup Storewhich will be
live from 2nd – 4th
December on
Amazon.in.

Amazon.in offers up to 70%
off on winter essentials

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0011::  Petrol and
diesel sales in India saw a dou-
ble-digit year-on-year growth
in November as increased
demand from the agriculture
sector helped build on the
momentum generated by the
festive season, preliminary
industry data showed on
Thursday. Petrol sales soared
11.7 per cent to 2.66 million
tonnes in November, as com-
pared to 2.38 million tonnes of
consumption in the same
month last year. Sales were
10.7 per cent higher than in
COVID-marred November 2020

and 16.2 per cent more than in
pre-pandemic November 2019.
Month-on-month, the demand
was up 1.3 per cent on the
high-base festive season creat-
ed in October. Diesel, the most
used fuel in the country, posted
a 27.6 per cent rise in sales in
November to 7.32 million
tonnes, as compared to the
same month last year.
Consumption was up 17.4 per
cent over November 2020 and
9.4 per cent higher than pre-
COVID 2019. The fuel has seen
a rise in sales month-on-month
since September.

Petrol, diesel sales see
double-digit growth in Nov

Bhubaneswar, Dec 01: 

Claiming that Odisha is
destined to become a tril-
lion-dollar economy in the
near future, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Thursday assured business
leaders of all support in
launching their projects in
the state. Patnaik said this
while addressing the plena-
ry session of the third edi-
tion of the Make In Odisha’
conclave, the state’s busi-
ness summit, attended by
Arcelor Mittal Executive
Chairman L N Mittal,
Chairman of Vedanta
Resources Anil Agarwal,
JSW chief Sajjan Jindal,
JSPL Chairman Naveen
Jindal, Adani Group’s
Karan Goutam Adani and
others. “Odisha is destined

to become a trillion-dollar
economy in near future.
We will emerge as the gate-
way to East and South East
Asia. I invite you to come
and invest in a New
Odisha,” the chief minis-
ter said. Patnaik assured
the corporate honchos that
the state government will

run the extra mile to make
the investors comfortable
in Odisha. “We will walk
along your side and make
sure your dreams as an en-
trepreneur are realised,”
he said. Patnaik said there
is a stable government in
the state for the past 22
years and Odisha’s fiscal

prudence and economic
management have been ap-
preciated across the coun-
try. “Odisha is one of the
few states with adequate
revenues to undertake
large-scale infrastructure
projects. Our investor-
friendly initiatives and
transformatory gover-
nance have put us on a
journey of progress and
prosperity,” he informed
the captains of the indus-
try. Claiming that Odisha’s
industrial policy offers
support and incentives
which are “beyond the best
in the country”, the chief
minister said that the state
is going to launch new poli-
cies in the sectors of
tourism, renewable energy,
apparel and textile, food
processing and exports.

Patnaik woos investors, claims Odisha 
destined to emerge trillion-dollar economy

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik during Make in
Odisha Conclave 2022, in Bhubaneswar, Thursday, Dec. 1.

New Delhi, Dec 01: 

The government will
launch the fourth tranche
of Bharat Bond ETF,
India’s first corporate
bond exchange traded
fund, from Friday. The
new fund offer of the ETF
will open on December 2
and close for subscription
on December 8, Edelweiss
Mutual Fund, which man-
ages the fund, said in a
statement on Thursday.
The funds raised would be
utilised for undertaking
capital expenditures by
central public sector en-
terprises (CPSEs).

This new Bharat Bond
ETF and Bharat Bond
Fund of Fund (FOF) se-
ries will mature in April
2033. Through the launch

of this new series in the
fourth tranche, the gov-
ernment proposes to raise
an initial amount of Rs
1,000 crore with a green
shoe option of Rs 4,000
crore. In December last
year, the government had
launched the third
tranche with a base issue
size of Rs 1,000 crore. It
was over-subscribed 6.2
times with bids worth Rs
6,200 crore coming in. The
maiden offering of Bharat
Bond ETF was launched
in 2019, helping CPSEs
raise Rs 12,400 crore. In
the second and third
tranches, it had raised Rs
11,000 crore and Rs 6,200
crore, respectively. The
ETF has raised Rs 29,600
crore in its three offerings
so far. “Bharat Bond ETF

programme has received
an enthusiastic response
from all categories of in-
vestors since its launch.
Bharat Bond has created a
unique opportunity for all
Indian investors to invest
in PSU Bonds and fuel
India’s growth story,”
Tuhin Kanta Pandey,
Secretary, DIPAM,
Ministry of Finance, said.
Bharat Bond ETF invests
only in ‘AAA’-rated bonds
of public sector compa-
nies.

Since its launch in 2019,
the asset under manage-
ment (AUM) of the ETF
has crossed the Rs 50,000
crore-mark. So far, five
maturities of Bharat
Bond ETFs have been
launched — 2023, 2025,
2030, 2031, & 2032.

Govt to launch fourth tranche
of Bharat Bond ETF from today

ACROSS

1. Songstress ____ McEntire

5. Fir or poplar

9. ____ beef

14. Steel ingredient

15. German title

16. U.S. symbol

17. Camp leader

19. Slalom participant

20. Respected

21. Theater walkways

22. Shooting stars

24. Supplement

25. Animated deer

29. Ceremonial act

31. Military command (2 wds.)

33. French preposition

34. Ear part

38. Cruise and Hanks

39. Rent contract

41. Power source

42. Dog’s name

43. Place

44. Type of staircase

46. Washstand item

48. Result

49. Is able

52. Make bigger

56. Excuses

58. Housing agents

63. Professional speedster

64. Wearing fancy clothes (2 wds.)

65. Modify

66. Medicine amount

67. Snout

68. Upper body

69. Flock females

70. Doodled

DOWN

1. Paddy product

2. Greek mythology figure

3. Boxing contest

4. Actress ____ Bancroft

5. Essay topic

6. Rent again

7. Wear down

8. Make a mistake

9. Fight back

10. Acorn producers

11. Nimble

12. Streamlined

13. Succinct

18. Large trucks

21. Gets up

23. Sources of metal

25. Flying mammals

26. Upon

27. Office reminder

28. Sew temporarily
30. Like Santa’s helpers
32. Burstyn and DeGeneres
33. 24 hours
35. Not theirs
36. Sweetheart
37. French female
40. Nobleman’s title
45. Pares
47. Oddball (sl.)
49. Diamond weight
50. San Antonio shrine
51. Kinder
53. Pointer
54. ____ Witherspoon of “Sweet Home
Alabama”
55. Vapors
57. Affleck and Stiller
59. Take care of
60. Smell
61. Trick
62. Erupt
64. President after HST
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W ell-known actress
and TV personality

Archana Puran Singh,
who is seen laughing out
loud at the jokes of Kapil
Sharma on his show, said
that only Bollywood ac-
tress Kajol can take her
place on the show as she
could laugh for hours
without getting tired.
Archana said: “If anyone
can ever take over my
kursi (chair), she is none
other than Kajol.”
Bollywood actress Kajol
appeared on ‘The Kapil
Sharma Show’ (TKSS)
along with her ‘Salaam
Venky’s co-star Vishal
Jethwa and director
Revathi to promote their
film - the story of a caring

mother played by Kajol,
who looks after her termi-
nally-ill son Venky, por-
trayed by Vishal Jethwa.
The film shows her strug-
gle and what she does to

fulfill his wish. Kajol start-
ed her acting career in
1992 with the movie
‘Bekhudi’ though she rose
to fame with ‘Baazigar’.
Later she did movies such

as ‘Dilwale Dulhania Le
Jayenge’, ‘Kuch Kuch
Hota Hai’, ‘Dilwale’ and
now the actress is all set
for her next, which is
Revathi’s directorial
‘Salaam Venky’. The 48-
year-old actress expressed
her excitement about
being part of the show
and added: “I can’t even
explain in words the
amount of fun I have on
the show every time I am
here. I laugh so hard that
the next day my cheeks
hurt and I rethink how I
could laugh non-stop for 3
hours straight.”

‘The Kapil Sharma
Show’ airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Archana Puran Singh says only
Kajol can take her place on ‘TKSS’

Soha Ali Khan
joins the 
‘Chhorii’ 

universe with 
its sequel

AA  ctress Soha Ali Khan
has joined the cast of

‘Chhorii 2’. The film is a
sequel to the 2021 Nushrratt
Bharuccha-starrer ‘Chhorii’,
which narrated the story of
a pregnant woman (Sakshi -
played by Nushrratt
Bharuccha) haunted by the
spirit of a woman, who was
murdered by her in-laws.

The sequel is set to pick
up Sakshi’s story from
where it left off in the first
film and will bring back
some key characters as well
as introduce new characters
and monsters, promising to
be even more terrifying than
the first edition.

Talking about entering
the ‘Chhorii’ universe, Soha
said, “I am thrilled to join
the cast and be a part of the
world of ‘Chhorii’. The role
that I play in ‘Chhorii 2’ is
truly unique and a signifi-
cant departure from the
work I have previously been
a part of. I really enjoyed the
first edition of ‘Chhorii’, and
am excited to up the horror
quotient in this edition.”

Vishal Furia, who helmed
the first part of the movie,
is returning to the direc-
tor’s chair yet again for the
sequel, while Nushrratt will
reprise her role of Sakshi
from the first outing, ably
supported by Pallavi Patil
and Saurabh Goyal.

Speaking on the sequel,
director Vishal Furia, said,
“I am thrilled to take the
story of ‘Chhorii’ to the next
level with its sequel. I have
always envisioned ‘Chhorii’
to be a multiple film fran-
chise and am delighted that
my producers are backing
my vision. I am excited to
bring back Nushrratt in the
sequel and to begin a new
journey with a powerhouse
talent like Soha.”

Presented by Gulshan
Kumar & T-Series Films,
‘Chhorii 2’ is an Abundantia
and Psych production in
collaboration with Los
Angeles based Crypt TV.
The film is being produced
by Bhushan Kumar, Krishan
Kumar, Jack Davis and
Vikram Malhotra.

& TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan Jodi of

Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) and
his Dabbang Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
is one of the most loved
on Indian television. The
audience enjoys their
rib-tickling nok-jhok and
their love chemistry. But
do you know what it is
that they enjoy doing to-
gether? While other co-
stars bond over different
things, this duo prefers
to bond over food. That’s
some tasty fare!

Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh,
talks about his love for
food and shares, “Arre
dada! khaano se hamara
rishta sada ke liye hai.
Food can lift my spirits
at any time. My on-
screen wife Rajjo
(Kamna Pathak) shares
the same feelings to-
wards food (laughs). We
both like to try new dish-
es, especially while trav-
elling to another city.
Recently, to celebrate
Dev Deepawali and pro-
mote our show Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan among
Banaras Vaasis, Kamna
and I visited the city of
ghats. On my trip to
Devo ki Nagri, I tried one
of the world’s best
desserts, Malaiyyo. This

heavenly dish is pre-
pared by churning the
milk slowly to create a
creamy texture. The
milk foam is then
flavoured with saffron
and cardamom and gar-
nished with pistachios
and almonds on top, and
it is extraordinarily light
and perfectly sweet.
Also, during Navratri,
when we both visited
Gwalior, Kamna made
me eat poha jalebi, khat-
ta samosa, moong bha-
jiya, and, importantly, in-
door namkeen, which I
relished. Everyone who
enjoys food as much as
we do should keep enjoy-
ing it”.Kamna Pathak,
a k a R a j e s h S i n g h ,
shared, “Food has al-
ways been at the top of

my priority list (laughs).
I am from Indore, and
you should know how
well-known the city is for
its delectable cuisine. My
on-screen family in
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
especially Daroga Ji
(Yogesh Tripathi), are
foodies like me. We all sit
together at lunchtime to
eat food and share each
other’s tiffin, and believe
me, even after such fill-
ing meals, we always
order something from a
nearby restaurant. We
have a well-known dairy
near our sets in Naigaon,
and we always order
lassi or sweets like gulab
jamun, ras malai, or pa-
neer pakora in the
evening to satisfy our
taste buds. Whenever I

visit another city, I like
to read about its food cul-
ture to try those delight-
ful local delicacies. I re-
cently went to Varanasi
with Yogesh to attend the
world-famous Dev
Deepawali, and we decid-
ed to try the city’s fa-
mous street food. A trip
to Varanasi, in my opin-
ion, is incomplete unless
one indulges in its culi-
nary delights. Our
evening began with kul-
had wali chai and some
delectable samosas
served with tomato, pud-
ina, and coriander chut-
ney. We also went to a fa-
mous sweet shop called
“Pehalwan Ki Lassi,”
where we ate a dish I will
never forget: Makhan
Malaiyyo, a popular win-
ter-season sweet dessert
served in Kulhads.
Normally, people finish
their meals with some-
thing sweet, but the
chaat stalls enticed me
so much that I couldn’t
stop eating mouth-water-
ing gol gappas and the fa-
mous tamatar chaat”.

Catch Yogesh
Tripathi as Daroga
Happu Singh and
Kamna Pathak as
Rajesh Singh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
airing every Monday to
Friday at 10:00 pm!

Yogesh and Kamna
bond over food

T his ‘PlayAlong Shukravaar’
on Friday, 2nd December

2022 at 9 pm Sony
Entertainment Television’s ‘Kaun
Banega Crorepati- Season 14’s
hotseat will be graced by
Chandrashekhar Chaurasiya
from Korba, Chhattisgarh. The
30-year-old government job aspi-
rant will be taking the hotseat
and playing the game with smart
precision. He would also be pre-
senting Mr Bachchan with a spe-
cial art piece, a part of
Chhattisgarh within the four bor-
ders of the canvas. Impressing
host Mr Amitabh Bachchan with
his quick-witted gameplay,
Chandrashekhar would also be
talking about his life narrating
how his grandmother, a huge fan
of Mr Bachchan had once been
very cross with the contestant
because of Mr Bachchan’s limit-
ed screen time in ‘Mohabbatein’.
Coming to the hotseat,
Chandrashekhar would exclaim
how the hotseat is comparable to
God’s worship, “Sir this seat is
like God. The way one meditates
to be closer to God, the same
way one has to pray with auster-
ity to come to the hotseat.” Big
B and Chandrashekhar would be
discussing the paintings of Raja
Ravi Verma, after a question
regarding the great painter of
India. The contestant would then
talk about the painting styles of
Chhattisgarh like Rajwar paint-

ing and Paira art and that he has
learnt these two styles during
the lockdown. Chandrashekhar
would be presenting Mr
Bachchan with a Paira art piece
created by his friend which
would be much appreciated by
the host.    Further in the
episode, the contestant will be
talking about his grandmother
who is a big fan of the host.
Talking about his grandmother’s
reaction when he first received
the call for ‘PlayAlong
Shukravaar’ he would narrate,
“When I got selected for
PlayAlong, my family was happy
but one was blushing, and that
being by nani (grandmother).
She is a huge fan of yours. I’ll tell
you a story. “Mohabbatein” was
in the theatres and we were to
go watch the movie. My grand-
mother was not going and all of
us insisted by saying that it is
Amitabh Bachchan’s movie and

anyhow she was then coerced to
come. We went to the movie
because my mausi (aunt) insist-
ed all of us go. Watching the
movie we saw that you had a
good amount of screen time at
the beginning of the movie but
by the end, you did not. There
and then, in the theatre, my Nani
started scolding my mausi there
and then saying, “what is this I
cannot see Amit Ji. Why have you
brought me here? You said Amit
Ji is in the movie but there is so
little of him.” My aunt told her “I
understand you are upset but
scold me at home!” My Nani
then started yelling, “no you all
have brought me here and lied to
me and so you have to listen to
me in the theatre itself!”  Tune in
to watch Chandrashekhar
Chaurasiya on the hotseat on
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati-14’ at 9
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television.

S tar Bharat is coming
up with a new show

‘Aashao Ka
Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’ produced by Swastik
Productions. The show
will premiere on
December 12 at 9:30 p.m.
Along with Raju and
Aman Verma, who will
play significant charac-
ters in the show, Reena
Kapoor and Rahil Azam
will be playing the key
roles. The cast and crew
of the television pro-
gramme travelled to
Ujjain, India, to film
there in order to pre-
serve the setting’s au-
thenticity and overall
theme. Reena Kapoor,
who plays the major role,
expressed her opinions
and delight about filming
in Ujjain. She says, “It’s a
wonderful experience to

shoot outdoor shots in
Ujjain. I’m enjoying
every second I get to
spend with her. The at-
mosphere of the city is
quite different and helps
one feel comfortable.
Additionally, the locals
are incredibly friendly
and caring. We have
planned to see several
well-known locations
and try some well-known
local cuisine, so I am ex-
cited to take a proper
tour of the city. The en-
tire cast is pleased to be
filming here, and I’m
hoping we’ll all have
fond recollections of our
little trip. The story re-
volves around two char-
acters, Bhavna and
Raghav, who are diamet-
rically opposed and are
alternately portrayed by
Reena Kapoor and Rahil
Azam. However, fate
pulls the two of them to-
gether, giving them a sec-
ond chance to fall in love.

Stay tuned to watch
‘Aashao Ka Savera..
Dheere Dheere se’
from 12th December
every Monday-
Saturday at 9:30 PM
only on Star Bharat.

Chandrashekhar from
Korba presents Amitabh
with a unique paintingAA day after the Madhya Pradesh forest

department launched a probe into her
November 22 tiger video in the Satpura Tiger
Reserve, Bollywood actress Raveena Tandon
scoffed at the boiling controversy and claimed
she had done nothing wrong, here on
Wednesday.

The actress said she was travelling in a jeep
licensed by the Forest Department which stuck
to the designated ‘tourism path’, scoffing at
reports contending her vehicles driving close to
a tigress in the protected areas of the reserve on
November 22.

Raveena added that she was accompanied on
her safari by trained guides and drivers provided
by the Forest Department, who are trained to
know their boundaries and legalities.

“Once can never predict when and how the
tigers will react.... Luckily for us, that we did not
take any sudden action, but sat quiet and
watched the tigress move on,” Raveena said.

“We were on the tourism path, which mostly
these tigers cross. And Katy the tigress in this
video as well, is habituated to coming close to
the vehicles and snarling,” she added.

Contending that tigers are the kings where
they roam, they (the visitors) were ‘silent spec-
tactors’ as any sudden movements can startle
them (the big cats) also, she pointed out.

The video which went viral on the social
media, shows the safari jeep purportedly near
the tigress, camera shutter sounds are audible
as also the tigress roaring at them in the sanctu-
ary. Following an uproar, the MP Forest
Department authorities ordered a probe on
Tuesday (November 29), and all those who were
on that safari shall be questioned.

Raveena added how “close encounters of all
kinds are pretty regular and uploaded by all” on
social media. “God forbid it happens to be a

famous person in the vehicle. Guess whose fault
is it then?” she wondered. An ardent wildlife
lover, after returning from the safari, an excited
Raveena shared pictures and videos of her
‘break from work’ with her kid.

She captioned her pictures as she posted on
social media with, “Back to where my heart
belongs...#satpuratigerreserve #borisafarilodge
@jehannumawilderness thank you for the warm
hospitality. Cheers here’s to a bunch of crazies
who flew in from all over for a day in the jungle
@saroshlodhi @rashathadani.

Raveena Tandon
‘snaps’ at Satpura tiger

safari video fracas

Cast of
‘Aashao Ka
Savera…
Dheere

Dheere Se’
visits Ujjain 
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Brazil rotates squad, Cameroon

fights for World Cup survival
DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP)):: Still without Neymar and already secured
in the round of 16, Brazil will use its last group game at the
World Cup to give playing time to its reserves. Coach Tite was
expected to make changes in every position for Brazil’s match
against Cameroon on Friday, when a draw will be enough to
give the five-time champions first place in Group G. The game
means more to Cameroon, which needs a win to keep its hopes
of advancing alive. And that may not even be enough depend-
ing on the result of the other group game between Switzerland
and Serbia. Brazil has six points, three more than Switzerland
and five more than both Cameroon and Serbia. Cameroon is
trying to advance past the group stage for the first time since
its run to the quarterfinals in 1990, when a squad led by strik-
er Roger Milla was eliminated by England in extra time in the
tournament in the United States. Cameroon did not qualify for
the tournament in Russia four years ago.

Ghana, Uruguay meet again 
at World Cup after 2010 drama

DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP))::  Ghana and Uruguay meet at the World Cup
on Friday in a repeat of one of the tournament’s most con-
tentious games. “It was a really, really long time ago,” Ghana
coach Otto Addo said. Maybe so, but for to many Ghanaians
the quarterfinal defeat to Uruguay in the 2010 World Cup is
still a raw and painful memory. Uruguay striker Luis Suarez’s
deliberate handball on the goal-line at the end of extra time
denied Ghana a certain goal and a place in history as the first
African team to reach the semis. 

Swiss, Serbia go head-to-head to
reach World Cup round of 16

DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP)):: When Serbia plays Switzerland at the
World Cup on Friday, it will be a head-to-head elimination
match to get into the knockout rounds. The European rivals
seemed destined for a win-and-advance final group stage
match at 974 Stadium ever since the tournament draw in April
placed them in Group G with heavily favored Brazil. “We knew
at the beginning of the tournament that the game against
Serbia would be the final in this group,” Swiss captain Granit
Xhaka said after a 1-0 loss to Brazil on Monday. That result
sent Brazil to the round of 16 even before playing its last game
against Cameroon, and left Switzerland in second place likely
needing only a draw with Serbia to advance. 

Portugal looking to avoid Brazil by
winning World Cup group

DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP)):: Back-to-back wins. Qualification with a
game to spare. Cristiano Ronaldo already among the goal scor-
ers. The group stage could hardly have gone any better for
Portugal at the World Cup. There’s still one loose end to tie up.
Portugal needs a point in its last Group H match against South
Korea on Friday to guarantee finishing in first place. That
might come with a perk avoiding Brazil in the last 16. “If we
had to face each other, it would be a game between two great
teams,” Portugal coach Fernando Santos said. 

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Doha, Dec 01 (AP):

Rest easy, soccer fans.
Lionel Messi will grace
the World Cup stage at
least one more time. The
Argentina great had a
penalty saved but his team
still beat Poland 2-0
Wednesday after second-
half goals from Alexis
Mac Allister and Julian
Alvarez and advanced to
the last 16. After opening
the World Cup with a
shocking 2-1 loss to Saudi
Arabia in one of biggest
upsets in the tourna-
ment’s history, Argentina
wound up finishing in
first place in Group C and
will next play Australia a
surprise qualifier for the
knockout stage.

Messi rolls into
Saturday’s game suddenly
in a strong position in
likely his final World Cup.
“Now another World Cup
begins.” Messi said, “and
hopefully we can continue
to do what we did today.”
As for Poland, it was ulti-
mately a happy night, too,
because the team went
through as the group’s
second-place team on goal
difference ahead of
Mexico and will next play
defending champion
France. Messi ended up
relieved after failing to
score a penalty for the sec-
ond straight World Cup. It

was awarded after he was
hit in the face by the flail-
ing hand of Poland goal-
keeper Wojciech Szczesny,
who made amends by div-
ing to his left to block
Messi’s kick in the 39th
minute. “I’m upset that I
missed the penalty, but the
team came back stronger
after my error,” he said.

A largely pro-Argentina
crowd, waving flags and
scarfs and beating drums
behind both goals, had
been sweeping Messi and
his team along at the
44,000-seat Stadium 974
and they didn’t stop after

the penalty. Within sec-
onds, a chant of “MESSI!
MESSI!” immediately re-
verberated around the
venue in a bid to keep
their idol’s head high.
And the roars were even
louder at the start of the
second half, first after
Mac Allister’s goal a
scruffy finish from
Nahuel Molina’s cut-back
from the right in the first
minute and soon after as
news filtered through that
Mexico had taken the lead
against Saudi Arabia,
which started the day in
third place.

Argentina advance at
World Cup, beat Poland 2-0 Lusail, Dec 01 (AP):

For a long time after
the final whistle, Luis
Chavez crouched on the
field in anguish. He had
just scored in Mexico’s fu-
rious attempt to stay alive
at the World Cup, but the
2-1 victory Wednesday
over Saudi Arabia wasn’t
enough. Because of
Argentina’s 2-0 victory
over Poland in a simulta-
neous match, Mexico
failed to advance out of
its group for the first time
since 1978. “We had a
chance to qualify,”
Chavez said glumly. “We
didn’t achieve it.”

Mexico had reached
the knockout round at the
last seven World Cups,
second only to Brazil,
which has gone through
to the round of 16 since
1986.

El Tri went into the
match at Lusail Stadium
needing both a victory
and help from Poland
playing across town
against Argentina to ad-
vance in Group C.
Argentina’s victory
meant goal difference
came into play and
Mexico didn’t have
enough of them. Henry
Martin scored in the 48th
minute to give El Tri
hope, and the team’s
chances got even better
with Chavez’s goal on a
free kick four minutes

later. Mexico tried des-
perately in the final 20
minutes to get another
goal including an effort
by Uriel Antuna in the
87th minute that was
ruled offside but came up
short.

“We needed one more
goal. I didn’t know exact-
ly what happened at the
end,” said veteran
Mexico goalkeeper
Guillermo Ochoa, who
was playing in his fifth
World Cup. “For us, the
object was to score three
or four goals. It’s a

shame.” Salem Aldawsari
scored in second-half
stoppage time for Saudi
Arabia, which was elimi-
nated along with Mexico
despite beating
Argentina in its opening
match.

Martin’s goal ended
Mexico’s 431-minute scor-
ing drought at the World
Cup, dating back to their
second group match at
the 2018 tournament in
Russia. It was the team’s
longest ever stretch with-
out a goal at the tourna-
ment.

Mexico beats Saudi Arabia 2-1
but falls short at World Cup

Rawalpindi (Pakistan),
Dec 01 (AP): Virus-hit
England stamped its ag-
gressive brand of cricket
on its first Test in Pakistan
in 17 years by amassing a
world record 506-4 with
four batters smashing
hundreds on Thursday.

Zak Crawley hit 122 and
Ben Duckett made 107 in a
blistering opening stand of
233. Ollie Pope and Harry
Brook blazed hundreds in
the last session in an as-
tonishing display of
power-hitting against an
inexperienced Pakistan
bowling attack.

And the Test almost did-
n’t start. England con-
firmed it had a fit 11 and
the match could go ahead
only two hours before the
toss. Then it destroyed a
host of records in only 75
overs before play ended
prematurely because of
bad light. The 506-4 total
was the highest on the first
day of any Test, surpass-
ing Australia’s 494-6 in
1910 against South Africa
in Sydney. England also
became the fastest team to

score 500 runs. Pope, who
will keep wickets after Ben
Foakes couldn’t recover
from a viral infection that

hit the England camp, ce-
mented coach Brendon
McCullum’s aggressive ap-
proach by making 108.

Brook struck six fours
in one over by debutant
Saud Shakeel in the final
session to reach 101 not
out. Captain Ben Stokes,
who won the toss and
elected to bat after recov-
ering in time from the
virus, was not out on 34
off 15 balls. England bat-
ters smashed 73 bound-
aries and three sixes in a
white-ball fireworks dis-
play with the red ball.

In the absence of in-
jured spearhead Shaheen
Afridi, Pakistan opted to
hand debuts to three
bowlers; fast bowlers
Haris Rauf and
Mohammad Ali and
legspinner Mohammad
Zahid.

But none of the
bowlers could extract
any help from a slow,
grassless pitch at Pindi
Cricket Stadium.
Surprisingly, Joe Root
was the only batter to
miss out when he fell to
Mahmood, who finished
the day with 2-168. Rauf
(1-78) and Ali (1-96)
shared the other wickets.

Cox Bazar (Bangladesh),
Dec 01 (PTI):Bangladesh
A batters gave a far bet-
ter account of them-
selves on an eased track
as they reached 172 for
one in their second in-
nings after India A de-
clared at an imposing
465 for five on the third
day of the first unoffi-
cial ‘Test’ here on
Thursday.

With Abhimanyu
Easwaran and Yashasvi
Jaiswal’s twin hundreds
headlining the second
day’s play, India batted
an hour on the third day
with third choice red-
ball keeper Upendra
Yadav (71 not out, 122
balls) completing his
half-century before the
declaration came into
effect.

Having conceded a
mammoth first innings
lead of 353 runs,
Bangladesh A players
did show a lot of com-
mitment in the second

innings as Zakir Hasan
(81 batting) and Test
star Najmul Hossain
Shanto (56 batting, 124
balls) added 101 runs for
the unbroken second
wicket stand.

This was after Zakir
and Mamhmudul Hasan
Joy (21, 88 balls) added
71 for the opening stand
and constructed a plat-
form for consolidation.

For India, the only
successful bowler dur-
ing their 63 overs of
vigil on the day was left-
arm orthodox Saurabh
Kumar (1/45 in 18
overs).

Saurabh got his fifth
wicket of the match by
having Joy caught by
Jayant Yadav after near-
ly two wicket-less hours.

Both Saurabh and off-
spinner Jayant (0/55 in
18 overs) lacked bite in
the second essay and a
lot has got to do with the
pitch easing out consid-
erably.

Perth,Dec 01 (AP):
Double centuries
by Marnus
L a b u s c h a g n e
and Steve Smith
a l l o w e d
Australia to de-
clare at 598-4
against the
West Indies on
the second day
of the first Test
on Thursday.
West Indies was
74 without loss at stumps
in fading light at Perth
Stadium. Labuschagne
scored 204, his second dou-
ble century, and was out to
the last ball before lunch.

Smith reached 200 not
out and Australia declared
when Travis Head was out
on 99 after playing on off-
spinner Kraigg
Brathwaite, the tourist’s
most successful bowler
with 2-65.

West Indies openers
Brathwaite, 18 not out, and
Tagenarine Chanderpaul,
47 not out, successfully ne-
gotiated 25 overs. The
debutant Chanderpaul,
the son of batting great

Shivnarine, faced
some testing mo-
ments at the
crease, and took a
painful blow on the

groin from fast
bowler Josh
H a z l e w o o d .
Chanderpaul hit a

boundary off his first
ball in test cricket and
hooked skipper Pat
Cummins for a towering
six over long leg as he
dominated the stand
under floodlight.

Australia started the
day on 293-2 with
Labuschagne on 154 and
Smith on 59, and the West
Indies desperate for a
breakthrough in cloudy
conditions conducive for
swing bowling.

Instead, Labuschagne
and Smith continued
from where they left off
overnight and stubbornly
piled more misery on the
tourists.

Labuschagne smashed
fast bowler Jayden Seales
through the covers for his
20th boundary to bring up
his double century.

Karachi, Dec 01 (PTI):

Haris Rauf believes that
no player in world cricket
save the peerless Virat
Kohli could have hit him
for those two sixes in that
thrilling India victory
against Pakistan in the
T20 World Cup match in
October. Speaking for the
first time to a Pakistani
website about those two
hits, Rauf said had Hardik
Pandya or Dinesh Karthik
hit him like that, he would
have felt “hurt”. Kohli’s
unbeaten 83 off 52 balls,
considered as one of the
greatest T20 innings, saw
India beat arch-rivals

Pakistan by four wickets.
Needing 28 off the last
eight balls, Kohli first loft-
ed Rauf down the ground
with a back-foot punch for
the ages and then flicked
him behind square to basi-
cally close the game before
last over. “That was his
class and the kind of shots
that he plays, and the two
sixes that he hit, I don’t
think any other player
could hit those kind of
shots. Had Dinesh Karthik
or Hardik Pandya hit me
like that, I would have
been hurt but that was
Kohli, and that’s different
class,” Rauf told
‘Cricwick’ website in an
interview.

The first six hit down
the ground is something
that Rauf isn’t able to com-
prehend even after a
month. “I had no idea that
he (Kohli) can hit me down
the ground off that length.
So when he hit that shot
off me, that’s his class. My
plan and execution was
fine but that shot was all
class.”

Stokes keeps door
open for ODI

World Cup return
in India

Rawalpindi, Dec 01
(PTI): Star all-rounder
Ben Stokes has not ruled
out the possibility of com-
ing out of ODI retirement
for England’s title defence
of the 50-over World Cup
in India next year.

The 31-year-old England
Test captain had an-
nounced retirement from
ODIs in July, citing pres-
sure on his workload, but
less than five months after
that decision, he has left
the door open for a possi-
ble U-turn.

“Who knows how I
might feel towards a World
Cup at the time,” Stokes
was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo website.

(FromL)Brazil’s forward #19 Antony, Brazil’s forward #25
Pedro and Brazil’s midfielder #17 Bruno Guimaraes take part
in a training session at Grand Hamad Stadium in Doha  during
the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament.

Ghana’s players take part in a training session at Aspire Zone
Doha in Doha during the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tour-
nament.

Switzerland’s players warm up during a training
session at the University of Doha training facilities
in Doha on December 1 on the eve of the Qatar 2022
World Cup football match between Serbia and
Switzerland.

Portugal’s forward
Goncalo Ramos

(C) takes part in a
training session at

Al Shahania SC,
northwest of Doha
during the Qatar

2022 World 
Cup football 
tournament.

Argentina’s forward #09 Julian Alvarez (L) celebrates
with Argentina’s midfielder #24 Enzo Fernandez after
he scored his team’s second goal during the Qatar
2022 World Cup Group C football match between
Poland and Argentina at Stadium 974 in Doha.

Mexico’s forward #11 Rogelio Funes Mori, Mexico’s
midfielder #08 Carlos Rodriguez and Mexico’s mid-
fielder #24 Luis Chavez react after being kicked out of
the Qatar 2022 World Cup after their 2-1 victory in the
Group C football match between Saudi Arabia and
Mexico at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Bangladesh A put up
improved batting show after

India A take huge lead

Virus-hit England plunders
world record 506-4 in 1st test

England’s Ben Duckett (front) celebrates after scoring
a century next to his teammate Zak Crawley (back)
during the first day of the first cricket Test match be-
tween Pakistan and England at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium, in Rawalpindi.

Labuschagne and Smith hit 200s
in Perth against West Indies

Australia’s Steve
Smith celebrates
reaching 200 runs.

Would have felt hurt if Pandya
or DK hit me for sixes but Kohli

is different class: Haris Rauf

CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS

Ernakulam Broadway market decorated with colourful stars ahead of the Christmas and New Year celebra-
tions, in Kochi, Thursday. 

‘Vizhinjam attack was with
clear ulterior intention’

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Breaking his silence
over the recent violent at-
tack on a police station by
anti-seaport agitators,
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Wednesday criticised the
incident, saying such
protests took place with a
"clear ulterior and
heinous intention" to de-
stroy tranquility in the
society.

There were widespread
attacks against the police
and public threats to at-
tack the police station, but
the police force cleverly
realised the intention of
the assailants, he said, ad-
dressing the passing out
parade of a new batch of
women police constables
here via online.

The CM, however, did
not directly mention the

fishermen com-
munity who
had been stag-
ing protests
against the up-
c o m i n g
Vizhinjam port
and the Latin
church which
was leading the
agitation.

Appreciating
the law en-
forcers for han-
dling the issue
sensibly, he said the
peaceful atmosphere con-
tinued to prevail in the
land because of the re-
sponsible behaviour of
the police personnel de-
spite attacks and injuries
they suffered.

"We have seen that cer-
tain agitators had taken
the path of violence with
a clear intention to de-
stroy the tranquility in

the society and
upset the
peaceful life of
the people. As
part of that,
there were at-
tacks against
the police and
open threats to
attack the po-
lice station,"
Vijayan said.
The coura-
geous restraint
shown by the

police personnel was the
reason why things didn't
turn out the way the at-
tackers intended and the
government realises this,
he said.

Attacks, with the clear
intention of killing them,
were unleashed against
the policemen but the law
enforcers delivered their
duty diligently with ut-
most self-restraint, the

CM added. Fisherfolk of
Vizhinjam and other
coastal areas have been
protesting for more than
four months against the
under-construction sea-
port, which also led to vi-
olence on November 
26 and 27.

The protesters attacked
Vizhinjam police station
on the night of November
27, injuring several police-
men. Besides Vijayan, his
cabinet colleagues V
Abdurahiman and
Ahamed Devarkovil also
came out strongly against
the agitators. Fisheries
Minister Abdurahiman
said he was not ready to
accept the apology from
Father Theodacious
D'Cruz, one of the
Catholic priests leading
the anti-seaport agitation,
for his recent communal
remarks against him.
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Pinarayi Vijayan

TRS leaders appear before CBI
New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Telangana Minister
Gangula Kamalakar and
Rajya Sabha MP Vaddiraju
Ravichandra on Thursday ap-
peared before the CBI in con-
nection with a case related to
a man who was allegedly tak-
ing money from people pos-
ing as a senior IPS officer, of-
ficials said.

Kamlakar, who is Civil
Supplies Minister and
Ravichandra, both leaders of
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS), were summoned by
the CBI to appear for ques-
tioning, they said. The CBI on

Monday arrested a man who
allegedly met private individ-
uals at the Tamil Nadu
Bhavan here and demanded
costly gifts posing as a joint
director of the agency, offi-
cials said.

The arrested, identified as
Visakhapatnam-resident
Kovvi Reddy Srinivas Rao, al-
legedly demanded gifts from
private individuals assuring
them of lobbying with
unidentified public servants
on their behalf for favourable
responses in various matters,
including in cases registered
by different central investiga-
tive agencies, they said.

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Aaftab Poonawala's re-
ported confessions about
killing his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar, includ-
ing those made before a
magistrate through video
conference and in poly-
graph tests, have no conclu-
sive legal validity, say legal
experts.

Police and other official
sources have said
Poonawala confessed to the
killing and also to dismem-
bering her body into 35
pieces and dumping them

in different areas of the
city. However, his counsel
has denied that he con-
fessed to the murder.

Several legal experts also
questioned Poonawala's
confession before a magis-
trate through video confer-
ence and termed it objec-
tionable and unprecedent-
ed. "This is an objectionable
method of appearance. You
do not know under what
pressure he was in. He
should have been physical-
ly present before the magis-
trate," retired Delhi High
Court judge Justice R S

Sondhi told PTI.
According to the law, ex-

perts said, confessions be-
fore a magistrate are admis-
sible evidence and benefit
police in solving a crime.
However, those through
video conference and re-
ported in the media do not
build any case in favour of
the investigating agency as
they have no legal validity.

Criminal lawyer Nishant
Srivastava, founder and
managing partner of Actus
Legal, said it is unprece-
dented that an accused has
made a confession through

video conference.
"Since the confession

was made through video
conferencing, tomorrow if
the accused alleges that he
made the confession be-
cause on the other side of
the camera, the police had
pointed a gun at him, what
will the police do?"

During the hearing of ex-
tension of Poonawala's re-
mand application on
November 22, he told the
magistrate through video
conferencing that he killed
Walkar in the heat of the
moment and it was not de-

liberate, Delhi Police
sources said. Soon after,
Poonawala's lawyer
Abinash Kumar contradict-
ed the police version and
said he never made any
such confession before the
magistrate.

Criminal lawyer R V
Kini, who represented the
prosecution in the case of
film producer Neeraj
Grover who was murdered
and chopped into pieces in
2008, stressed on physical
appearance before a magis-
trate and not video confer-
encing.

Nashik, Dec 01 (PTI): 

The first ever
'Combined Passing out
Parade (PoP)' for all stu-
dent officers attending
various aviation and
Remotely Piloted Aircraft
Systems (RPAS) courses
was held at the premier
Combat Army Aviation
Training School in
Maharashtra's Nashik on
Thursday and certificates
were awarded. A total of
57 officials are ready to to
dawn their new role as
combat aviators and RPAS
crew, an official said.

CATS, located at
Gandhi Nagar Airfield
here, is the premier flying
training institution of the
Indian Army and func-
tions under the Army
Training Command (AR-

TRAC), Shimla. The cere-
mony was presided over
by Lieutenant General
Ajay Kumar Suri,
Director General and
Colonel Commandant
Army Aviation Corps, the
official said.

"It is a momentous day
in the history of army avi-
ation as we pass out all
the four courses in a com-
mon parade. This is hap-
pening for the first time.
Army aviation is one of
the fastest growing arms
since its raising 36 years
ago in 1986," Lieutenant
General Suri said in his
address.

He hailed the Advanced
Light Helicopter, the
Dhruv basic platform for
army aviation, latest in-
duction of LVG Gen 3 that
removed the restrictions
of night operations, in-
duction of Rudra helicop-
ter and LCH or Prachand,

which is tailor-made for
high altitude.

"These helicopters can
match the best in their
class in the world today.
The replacement of
Chetak, Cheetahs is also
underway. We will get the
LUH helicopter in place of
Chetak, Cheetah. The
iconic AH-64 or Apache
helicopter will be induct-
ed in the Army aviation
in the beginning of 2024,"
he said.

Technology should be
in the DNA of each avia-
tor and flight safety is the
bedrock of all aviation op-
erations, the lieutenant
general asserted. In all, 32
officers, including one
from Nigeria, were award-
ed the coveted Aviation
Wings to become Combat
Helicopter Pilots after
successful completion of
the Combat Aviators
Course.

BJP MP Thakur 
withdraws plea in HC

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Bharatiya Janata Party
Lok Sabha MP Pragya
Singh Thakur and co-ac-
cused Sameer Kulkarni
on Thursday withdrew
their pleas from the
Bombay High Court seek-
ing discharge from the
2008 Malegaon bomb
blast case. Thakur and
Kulkarni withdrew their
petitions, filed in 2018, as
the trial is in its fag end
and 289 witnesses have
been examined already.

Another accused,
Lieutenant Colonel
Prasad Purohit, with-
drew one of his petitions
alleging defective sanc-
tion to prosecute him
under provisions of
Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
Purohit's plea for dis-
charge was heard by HC
last week and is closed for
orders.

In December 2017, the
special court had rejected
their pleas following
which they moved HC.

Advocate Prashant
Maggu, appearing for
Thakur, on Thursday told
HC since 289 witnesses
have already been exam-
ined by the trial court, it
would not be right to
press for discharge from
the case at this juncture
and, hence, they would
withdraw the plea.

The HC accepted the
statement.

On September 29, 2008,
six people were killed and
more than 100 injured

when an explosive device
strapped to a motorcycle
went off near a mosque
in Malegaon, a commu-
nally sensitive town in
Maharashtra's Nashik
district. As per police, the
motorcycle was regis-
tered in Thakur's name.
which led to her arrest.
The case was later hand-
ed over to the NIA.

Besides Thakur,
Kulkarni and Purohit,
others facing trial in the
case are Ramesh
Upadhyay, Ajay Rahirkar,
Sudhakar Dwivedi and
Sudhakar Chaturvedi.
They have been charged
under the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
All the accused are cur-
rently out on bail.

Sudarsan Pattnaik creates India’s 
G20 presidency logo on sand

Bhubaneswar, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Noted artist Sudarsan
Pattnaik created the logo of
India's G20 presidency on
sand on Thursday as the
country officially took over
the chair of the grouping.
Pattnaik displayed the logo
and its theme at the
International Sand Art
Festival in Konark in
Odisha. Pattnaik along
with his students spent
over two days in making
the G20 Logo in sand, offi-
cials said.

India assumed the year-
long presidency of the G20
forum on December 1 and
will hold over 200 meetings
across 50 plus cities in
India with foreign delega-
tions participating in these
events in different parts of
India. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that

India's G20 Presidency will
work to promote a univer-
sal sense of one-ness rooted
in the Indian philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
or One World, One Family,
One Future. Speaking to re-
porters, Pattnaik said
India's logo and theme rep-
resent the ancient knowl-
edge and values that have
passed down through mil-

lennia with the message of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(world is one family).

"This is something that
all of us in India already
know, now we have a
chance to share that an-
cient wisdom with the rest
of the world through the
G20 platform," he said.
Organised by the
Government of Odisha

every year from December
1-5, the International Sand
Art Festival in Konark has
grown every year with sev-
eral foreign artists too par-
ticipating in 2022. Over five
lakh visitors are expected
to visit the Sand Art
Festival in the temple city
of Konark on
Chandrabhaga beach over
the five days, officials said.

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI): 

The Delhi police moved
the Delhi High Court on
Thursday against the dis-
charge of Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor in the
case of his wife Sunanda
Pushkar's death, more
than 15 months after a city
court let him off, and
sought condonation of
delay in filing the revision
petition. The high court
sought Tharoor's response
to the plea by the Delhi po-
lice and listed the matter
for hearing on February 7,
2023.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvanantha-puram
was discharged of all of-
fences like cruelty and
abetment to suicide in
August 2021, more than
seven years after his busi-
nesswoman wife Pushkar
was found dead in a luxu-
ry hotel in the national

capital. Pushkar was
found dead in a suite of a
luxury hotel on the night
of January 17, 2014. The
couple had been staying in
the hotel as Tharoor's offi-
cial bungalow was being
renovated at the time.

After Tharoor's counsel
referred to the protracted
delay, Justice D K Sharma
issued a notice to the
Congress leader and
sought his reply to the po-
lice's application for con-
donation of delay. "First
we will decide the condo-
nation of delay applica-
tion," the judge said.

The high court also
asked the counsel for po-
lice to supply a copy of its
petition to Tharoor's
lawyer. The police,
through additional stand-
ing counsel Rupali
Bandhopadhya, filed the
revision petition seeking
setting aside of the trial

court's 2021 order and for
direction to frame charges
against Tharoor under
section 498A (husband or
relative of husband of a
woman subjecting her to
cruelty) and 306 (abetment
to suicide) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Senior advocate Vikas
Pahwa and lawyer Gaurav
Gupta, representing
Tharoor, claimed the plea
was not served to him and
was "deliberately" sent to a
wrong email id. Pahwa
contended the police have
filed the revision petition
after a delay of over a year
and, before issuing notice
on the main plea, the court
should hear him on the ap-
plication for condonation
of delay.

He said several orders
were earlier passed that
during the pendency of
the case the record be not
given to anybody except

for the parties. "This
media trial goes on. This
affects right to fair trial,"
he argued.

As the counsel for police
said she has no objection
to this, the high court di-
rected that the copies or
documents related to the
case shall not be supplied
to any person who is not a
party to the case in court.

It listed the matter for
further hearing on
February 7, 2023. Though
charged under IPC provi-
sions related to cruelty
and abetment to suicide,
Tharoor was never ar-
rested.

The Congress leader's
counsel maintained there
was no evidence against
him in the case and that
the post mortem and
other medical reports es-
tablished it was neither a
case of suicide nor 
homicide.
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Maha power
company 

official held 

Nagpur, Dec 01 (PTI): An
official of the Maharashtra
State Electricity
Distribution Company Ltd
(MSEDCL) was arrested in
Nagpur on Thursday for al-
legedly writing a letter to
cops, threatening to carry
out a bomb blast at an audi-
torium located near Dr
Hedgewar memorial in
Reshimbagh area of the city,
police said.

The accused, who is posted
as deputy executive engineer
with the power utility, had
sent the letter to Sakkardara
police station last week, a po-
lice official said, adding that
the motive was to stall a pro-
gramme of the MSEDCL
scheduled at the auditorium.
"The letter threatened to
carry out a bomb blast at
Suresh Bhat Auditorium
near Dr Hedgewar Smriti
Bhavan in Reshimbagh
area," Additional Police
Commissioner Navinchan-
dra Reddy told PTI.

For letter threatening
bomb blast at auditorium

Sunanda Pushkar Death

Police move HC against Tharoor
15 months after discharge

Seeking discharge from Malegaon blast case

First ever ‘Combined
Passing out Parade’ held

ARMY AVIATION

̈ At CATS, Nashik

Aaftab Poonawala’s ‘confessions’ have no legal validity: Experts
MEHRAULI KILLINGIPS Impersonator Case



Vehicle fire
New Delhi: Four vehicles
caught fire in north
Delhi’s Sadar Bazaar on
Thursday evening, Delhi
Fire Service officials said.
A call about the blaze was
received at 6:19 pm, they
said. “We got a call that
four vehicles had caught
fire and accordingly, we
rushed four fire tenders
to the spot which are at
present engaged in fire-
fighting operations,” a
senior official said.

Expel
LLuucckknnooww::  The Congress’
Uttar Pradesh unit on
Thursday expelled former
MLA Nawab Kazim Ali
Khan for supporting the
BJP candidate in the
Rampur Sadar Assembly
bypoll, party spokesper-
son Ashok Singh said.
Khan alias Naved Miyan
was expelled for six years
for anti-party activities
after reports emerged of
him supporting the BJP’s
candidate in Rampur
Sadar, Singh said.

Record
NNooiiddaa::  The Noida-Greater
Noida Metro has estab-
lished its all-time highest
single-day ridership fig-
ures of 52,696, according
to an official statement.
The record was set on
Wednesday (November
30), said the Noida Metro
Rail Corporation (NMRC),
which operates the Aqua
Line service connecting
the twin cities.

Helicopter 
BBaarraammaattii:: ”A Chetak heli-
copter of the IAF carried
out a precautionary land-
ing in an open area short
of Baramati airfield today
due to a suspected techni-
cal issue. The crew and air-
craft were safe. Recovery
of the helicopter was
underway,” Wing
Commander Ashish Moghe,
public relations officer
(PRO) of the IAF, said.

ED searches 
NNaaggppuurr::  The Enforcement
Directorate conducted
searches at seven loca-
tions, mostly offices of
Chartered Accountants, in
Maharashtra’s Nagpur city
on Thursday, an ED official
said. The searches were
being conducted in con-
nection with an offence
registered in Mumbai, the
official said without giving
more details.

CBI action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI is con-
ducting searches at two
locations in Delhi and
Tiruchirappalli on
Thursday in connection
with cases related to
online dissemination of
child sexual abuse materi-
al (CSAM), officials said.
The agency has registered
two separate cases relat-
ed to CSAM circulation on
the basis of inputs provid-
ed by Interpol, they said.
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Moustache man 
Maganbhai Solanki, an 
independent candidate  

contesting from Himmatnagar
seat in Sabarkantha district 

in Gujarat.

Ahmedabad, Dec 01 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday said there is a
competition among
Congress leaders as to who
will use the most abusive
words against him, refer-
ring to party president
Mallikarjun Kharge’s
‘Ravan’ jibe at him.

Before Kharge, another
Congress leader had said
the party will show Modi
his ‘aukat’ (place), the PM
said, apparently referring
to Madhusudan Mistry’s
remark.

Kharge on Monday
night addressed a rally in
Behrampura area of
Ahmedabad city where he
said the prime minister
asks people to vote “look-
ing at his face” in all elec-
tions. “Are you 100-headed
like Ravan,” he had said.

Addressing a poll rally
in Kalol town of
Panchmahal district in
Gujarat on Thursday,
Modi said, “There is a
competition among
Congress leaders as to who
will use the most abusive
words for Modi.”

“Those who never be-
lieved in the existence of

Lord Ram have now
brought in (demon king)
‘Ravan’ from Ramayana.
And, I am surprised they
never expressed repen-
tance, forget about tender-
ing an apology, after using
such cuss words for me,”
the PM said.

Voting is underway on
Thursday for the first

phase of the Gujarat
Assembly elections in 89
out of the total 182 seats in
the state.

The remaining 93 seats,
including Kalol, will go to
polls in the second phase
on December 5.

Ahmedabad, Dec 01

(PTI):

An average 59.24 per
cent voter turn-out was
recorded as of 5 pm on
Thursday across 89
Assembly seats in the first
phase of Gujarat elections,
election officials said.

While voting began at 8
in the morning and ended
at 5 pm, the final turn-out
would be higher as the
process continued at the
polling stations where vot-
ers had arrived before 5
pm and were standing in
queues. The fate of 788
candidates will be decided
in the first phase.

Barring a few incidents,
polling was largely peace-
ful across all 89 seats in
south Gujarat and

Saurashtra-Kutch regions
which went to polls in the
first phase.

The voter turn-out fig-
ure was provisional as
data from some polling sta-
tions had not been re-
ceived and it also did not

include postal ballots, the
Election Commission said.

Voting was halted in a
few places due to malfunc-
tioning of Electronic
Voting Machines as well as
control units and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit

Trail (VVPATs) but the
faulty units were replaced
and the process resumed,
it added.

Tapi district recorded
the highest provisional
voting turnout of 72.32 per
cent. The tribal-dominated
district comprises two
Assembly constituencies
of Vyara and Nizar. With
68.09 per cent turnout,
Narmada district stood
second.

Bhavnagar in
Saurashtra region record-
ed the lowest turnout of
51.34 per cent as of 5 pm.

Apart from Narmada,
four other districts record-
ed over 60 per cent voting
turnout: Navsari (65.91 per
cent), Dang (64.84 per
cent), Valsad (62.46 per
cent) and Gir Somnath
(60.46 per cent).

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI):

The National
Investigation Agency
has taken over the
probe into the
November 19
Mangaluru auto-rick-
shaw blast that injured
two, including the
prime suspect, officials
said on Thursday.

The Islamic
Resistance Council
(IRC), a little known
outfit, has reportedly
claimed responsibility
for the blast, saying
one of its “Mujahid
brothers Mohammed
Shariq” attempted to
attack a “Hindutva
Temple in Kadri”.

In the incident,
which took place under
the Kankanadi police
station area, the auto
driver and alleged
prime suspect Shariq

were injured. Police
had called it an act of
terrorism, invoking a
stringent provision of
the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act
(UAPA), and held the
passenger, Shariq, re-
sponsible for the inci-
dent.

The Karnataka gov-
ernment wrote to the
Union home ministry
for a probe by the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA) into the
incident.

“As this is a sched-
uled offence under sec-
tion 6 of the NIA Act,
2008, the matter is
being submitted for
further necessary ac-
tion,” the government
wrote to the home min-
istry recommending
the probe by the
agency. Karnataka
Director General of

Police Praveen Sood
had said the NIA and
other central agencies
are already working
with the state police in
cracking the case from
day one even before
getting a formal direc-
tion from the Centre.

For the “premature
explosion” that led to
Shariq’s arrest, the IRC
in a message, which
went viral on social
media, said such possi-
bilities exist with “all
military and subver-
sive operations”.

Reacting to the mes-
sage, Additional
Director General of
Police (Law and Order)
Alok Kumar had said
police are verifying the
genuineness of the
avowed organisation
and veracity of the
contents of the mes-
sage.

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI):

The Mumbai Police on
Thursday arrested two
men for allegedly molest-
ing and stalking a South
Korean woman YouTuber
on a street in the city, an of-
ficial said.

A video surfaced on
Wednesday showing the
woman being sexually ha-
rassed by a young man in
Khar area of Mumbai.

A Twitter handle which
had shared the video
claimed the woman was
from South Korea and was
livestreaming in suburban
Khar when the incident
took place around 8 pm on
Tuesday.

The video showed a
young man coming very
close to her and trying to
pull her by holding her

hand even when she
protested.

As the woman began to
walk away from the spot,
the man again appeared

on a motorbike with a
friend, offering her a lift
while she told him in bro-
ken English that she did
not want it.

The police took notice of
the incident on their own
after receiving the video
on their Twitter handle,
an official from Khar po-
lice station said.

They registered an FIR
and started a probe into
the incident.

After establishing the
identity of the two ac-
cused, aged 19 and 21, the
police nabbed them from
Patel Nagar in suburban
Bandra, the official said.

Police had contacted the
woman YouTuber, but she
refused to come to the po-
lice station saying saying
she will come later, the of-
ficial added.

Bengaluru, Dec 01 (PTI):
Tomato and onion growers
are a worried lot as the
bumper harvest has led to
a crash in prices in the
state.

The Kolar district fruits
and vegetable growers
struggle committee has de-
manded the government
announce a minimum
support price for onion
and tomato growers to
safeguard the interests of
farmers.

According to sources in
the Yeshwanthpur
Agriculture Produce
Market Committee
(APMC) Yard here, onion
prices had dropped to
somewhere between Rs 2
per kg and Rs 10, a few
days ago. However, it has
now stabilised in the

range of Rs 12 to Rs 18 per
kg depending on the quali-
ty of the produce.

“Even Rs 12 a kg is a pit-
tance for all our hardship.
A decent amount goes in
transportation, loading
and unloading and invest-

ment made on growing the
crop,” an onion grower in
Bengaluru rued.

People bringing their
produce from far flung
areas with a hope of get-
ting a good price were a
disappointed lot.

Farmer Pavadeppa
Hallikeri from
Thimmapura in Gadag
district in North
Karnataka got a good
onion harvest and instead
of selling it at the Gadag
APMC Yard, he decided to
sell it in Bengaluru.

On reaching Bengaluru
market with 205 kg of
onions on November 22, he
got to know that the price
crashed in the city to Rs
two per kg. Thus, he got Rs
410 and he had to pay Rs
401.64 as the unloading
charges.

He got only Rs 8.36 in
hand, and a photo image of
his bills has now gone
viral in social media.

“It was a mistake to
grow onions and take it to
Bengaluru for good re-
turn,” the onion grower
told reporters.

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI):

Passengers at the
Mumbai international air-
port faced a tough time in
completing the check-in
process for their flights on
Thursday evening as the
internet server at the facil-
ity went down due to a
damaged cable, forcing
airlines to issue boarding
passes manually, officials
said. A Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(MIAL) spokesperson said
the disruption in the net-
work was temporary and
the internet services at the
country’s second busiest
airport were back to nor-
mal. “There was a network
interruption resulting
from a cable cut during

some construction work in
the city. This interrupted
the various ticketing sys-
tems. All systems are now
restored and working,”
MIAL said in a statement.

As soon as the server
went down our staff start-
ed issuing boarding passes
manually to avert flight de-
lays, said an official of an
airline.

“Due to the servers
being down at Mumbai in-
ternational airport, the
crowd is slightly more
than normal. The crowd is
being managed well and
there is no chaos as manu-
al passes are being is-
sued,” the Central
Industrial Security Force
manning Mumbai inter-
national airport said.

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI):

A super speciality hos-
pital, a diagnostic centre
and two land parcels worth
Rs 82.77 crore “belonging”
to jailed Jharkhand IAS of-
ficer Pooja Singhal have
been attached under the
anti-money laundering
law, the ED said on
Thursday.

The federal agency has
issued a provisional order
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). The frozen prop-
erties include the Pulse
super speciality hospital, a
diagnostic and imagining
centre in the same name
and two land parcels locat-
ed in Ranchi, it said.

Singhal, a 2000-batch
Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer, was
arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
on May 11 on money laun-
dering charges linked to al-
leged irregularities in the
MGNREGA scheme. The
agency raided her premis-
es and that linked to her
businessman husband and
a chartered accountant.
She was later suspended
by the state government.
The officer is currently
lodged in jail under judi-
cial custody and a charge
sheet was filed against her
by the agency in July fol-
lowed by two supplemen-
tary prosecution com-
plaints (charge sheet).

‘Race among Cong
leaders to abuse me’

PM Modi during an election campaign roadshow for
Assembly polls, in Ahmedabad, Thursday. 

30-km-long
roadshow 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s more than 30-km-
long roadshow in
Ahmedabad city, where
polling will be held in the
second phase of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, started
from Naroda village on
Thursday evening. A large
number of people standing
on both sides of the route
welcomed Modi and greet-
ed him with flowers during
the roadshow that began
around 5.20 pm. 

NIA takes over Mangaluru
auto-rickshaw blast case

GUJARAT ASSLY ELECTIONS

59.2 % turnout in first phase 

People show their ID cards as they line up to cast their
votes for the first phase of the Gujarat Assembly
elections, in Rajkot, Thursday.

Two men molest Korean
YouTuber on Mumbai street

The woman YouTuber
from South Korea who
was allegedly molested
by two youth, at Khar in
Mumbai.

Servers down at Mumbai
airport, outage hits fliers

PMLA CASE

Hospital, diagnostic centre, 2 Ranchi
plots of J’khand IAS officer attached

Tomato, onion growers in tears following price crash 

Pawadeppa Hallikeri, a
farmer from Timmapur

village of Gadag who got
just Rs 8.36 after selling

205 kg of onion in
Bengaluru’s

Yeshwanthpur market. 

A receipt shows how a
farmer from Gadag got
just Rs 8.36 after selling

205 kg of onion in
Bengaluru’s

Yeshwanthpur market.
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Bhilai, Dec 01: World
Aids day was observed on
01-December2022 at
Chhattisgarh Nursing
College, Dhanora. The
Principal and Vice-
Principal of Chhattisgarh
Nursing College, Dhanora
emphasized on the preven-
tion and control aspects
and also stressed on the
awareness of HIV-AIDS
among the high-risk
groups.

The students participat-
ed in a rally under the
guidance of faculties of
college & presented a skit

(Nukkad - Natak ) at
Dhanora and Hanoda vil-
lage. The villagers also
supported the students
and participated with

them. Finally, health talks
were given by the students
& oaths were taken to
stand against the deadly
disease HIV-AIDS.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: Selection
of Day boarding Cadets
will be held in 11 Sports at
designated grounds/
Clubs in December 2022.
This will be organised by
Sports, Culture and Civic
amenities department of
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant.

Boxing selection will be
held from December 07-10,
2022 at Boxing Club,
Sector 02. The Selectors
for Boxing will be
Rajendra Prasad, CM
Thakur, KK Dhasmana
and Tirat Raut. Power
Lifting selection will be
held from December 08-10,
2022 at Power Gym, Sector
06. Krishna Sahu, Mahesh
Patel and Santosh Kumar

will be the Selectors for
Power Lifting.

Selection for
Badminton will be held
from December 07-10, 2022
at Indoor stadium, Civic
Centre. Praveen Upadhyay
and Mahmood Jan will be
the Selectors for
Badminton. Selection for
Volleyball will be held
from December 08-10, 2022
at Volleyball ground, Pant
Stadium, Sector 01.

Khwaja Ahmad, Arun
Kumar Yadav and Arun
Kumar Soni will select
Boys for Volleyball while
Vinod Nair, Lallan and
Manoj Kumar will select
Girls for Volleyball.
Selection for Basketball
will be held from
December 12-14, 2022 at

Basketball ground, Pant
stadium, Sector 02. RS
Guar and Parminder
Singh will select Boys for
Basketball while Sarjeet
Chakaravarty and S
Bindu will select Girls for
Basketball.

Handball selection will
be held from December 05-
07, 2022 at Handball com-
plex, Sector 04. BD
Kurupati and S Prabhas
will select Handball play-
ers. Cricket selection will
be held from December 07-
09, 2022 at Cricket ground,
Civic Centre. K
Rajagopalan, Raja
Banerjee, Uttam Dey and
Paramjeet Singh will be
the Selectors for Cricket.

Athletics selection will
be held from December 12-

13, 2022 at Athletics
ground, Bokaro hostel,
Sector 04. Anirudh,
Damodaran, Sunil Kumar
and Shiv Kumar will se-
lect Athletes. Selection for
Lawn Tennis will be held
from December 12-14, 2022
at Tennis complex, Indira
Place, Civic centre. Rajesh
Patil and BL Maurya will
select Tennis players.

Selection for Football
will be held from
December 14-16, 2022 at
Football ground, Pant sta-
dium, Sector 01. MM
Baigha, Vinod Singh and
Mithilesh Singh will se-
lect Football players.
Selection for Hockey will
be held from December 12-
13, 2022 at Jayanti stadi-
um, Sector 10. Dennis

Christy, Ajitesh Masih
and Lata Pillai will select
Hockey players.

Students (Boys and
Girls) between 14-16 years
whose DOB is between
October 01, 2006 and
September 30, 2008 can
participate in the
Selection trials. Players
will be selected based on
designated rules and profi-
ciency in the Sport.
Photocopy of Aadhar
card, previous year's
marksheet and copy of
Birth certificate along-
with 2 passport size pho-
tos need to be brought for
the selection trials.
Abhijit Bhowmick, AM (S,
C & CA) will be Incharge
of the Selection for Day
boarding.

3662 youth appear on the first
day of Agniveer recruitment

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: The un-
precedented enthusiasm
among youth was visible
here in Durg in the army
recruitment rally. A large
number of youths are
reaching the army re-
cruitment site to display
their skills. On the first
day of army recruitment,
5586 youths from 4 dis-
tricts had registered, in
which 3662 youths
reached to participate in
the recruitment rally.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the arrange-
ments for the stay and food
of these youths have been
made by the administra-
tion and continuous moni-
toring of all the arrange-
ments is being done.
Giving information in this
regard, Deputy Director

(Manpower Planning)
Rajkumar Kurre said that
all the queries of the youth
are being resolved from
the Control Room. Nodal
officers are continuously
engaged in monitoring the
situation. Wherever there
is any kind of problem, it
is being immediately re-
solved.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena is regularly

visiting the army recruit-
ment site to take stock of
the facilities and is con-
stantly taking information
about the arrangements
from the nodal officers.

As per the schedule of
the recruitment rally from
December 1 to December
8, the candidates of
Balrampur, Bemetara and
Janjgir Champa will ap-
pear on 2nd December,

Balodabazar, Mungeli on
3rd December, Bilaspur,
Kondagaon, Korea,
Raigad on 4th December,
Bijapur, Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Sukma,
Gariaband, Kabirdham,
Korba, Jashpur,
Rajnandgaon on 5th
December as well as can-
didates of Dhamtari and
GPM will participate on
December 06.

DAV PS observes World Aids Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: With the
great theme "Rock the
Ribbon", DAV Public
School Hudco, celebrated
World Aids Day on 1st
December, 2022. The day
started with a special
morning assembly organ-
ized by a senior group,
which was chaired by
Principal Prashant
Kumar.

During the assembly
students performed vari-
ous activities to create
awareness and to tell
about the importance of
the day. The red ribbon,
which is a symbol of soli-
darity and a commitment
to the fight against HIV,
was also badged by the stu-
dents to the Principal, all
the teaching and non-
teaching staff.

In the assembly children
presented facts, speech,
poems, teacher's talk and
conducted a quiz gradual-

ly. The speech by Anukriti
Tiwari of class 11 th ex-
plained how the killer
virus plays havoc with the
immune system and takes
the patients to the thresh-
old of death.

Madam Sreeja Praveen,
a faculty member (Science
stream) in her speech
urged that patients suffer-

ing from the disease must
not be victimized and dis-
criminated against in the
society and also informed
about the importance of
the day. The speech was
followed by Quiz which
was responded to sponta-
neously by the children.
More and more awareness
was created by means of

beautiful and motivational
posters related to the day
which were also displayed
by the children to have a
clear vision for the day.

The hour-long pro-
gramme was an ardent ef-
fort to not only increase
awareness but also unite
in the fight against preju-
dice of the victims.
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BSF celebrates 58th Raising Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: Border
Security Force (BSF) was
deployed in the naxal in-
fested area of Kanker in
the year 2009. In the last
13 years, BSF has not only
succeeded in curbing
naxal menace but has
also ensured development
in the area by providing
security cover to the vital
government projects.

Through its strategic
working, the force has
also managed to win the
trust of locals and ensure
peace in the region, said
Indraj Singh (IG - BSF)
while addressing media
persons here at BSF
Frontier HeadQuarters
(Special Operations) on
the occasion of BSF
Raising Day.

During its deployment
in anti-naxal operations,
BSF troops have gunned
down 11 hardcore naxals
while 1082 naxals have
been arrested. 106 hard-
core naxals were persuad-
ed to surrender and join
the main stream.

The jawans have suc-
cessfully unearthed 543
Improvised Explosive
Devices which were
planted by naxals in dif-
ferent areas to target the
security forces and oth-
ers. BSF ensured peace-
ful conduct of Vidhan
Sabha elections in 2013
and 2018 and Lok Sabha
elections in 2014 and 2019.

Under the Civic Action
Programme, BSF has
been distributing sta-
tionery and other materi-
al to school students, free

medical facilities to
rurals, skills devel-
opment pro-
grammes for unem-
ployed youth; or-
ganising tours for
students under
Youth Exchange
Programme, etc.

During the Covid
pandemic, they
provided ration,
medicines and
daily use items to
the needy people.
Further, they
helped the labour-
ers who were stuck
in different states.

Indraj Singh fur-
ther said that BSF has
provided security cover
to vital projects like road
construction, mining,
rail projects and mobile
phone towers in the hy-

persensitive areas.
After deployment of

BSF in 2009, many new
schools; hospitals, angan-
wadi buildings, panchay-
at buildings; community

halls, culverts / small
bridges and hundreds of
kilometres of roads have
been constructed in
Kanker.

Initially in the year

2013, the Frontier
Headquarters was
established with
One Sector and Six
Battalions. At pres-
ent, BSF has ex-
panded its presence
in the remote areas
with One Frontier,
Two Sectors and
Eight battalions.

BSF troops have
been positioned in
the highly sensitive
remote naxal in-
fested areas of
Kanker. Gradually
the forces succeed-
ed in winning the
trust of the locals

and creating a sense of
security among them.
Now the villagers are
able to move around
without any fear and
have also started small

businesses.
Speaking about the his-

tory of BSF, Singh in-
formed that after inde-
pendence the protection
of India's international
boundaries was the re-
sponsibility of local po-
lice belonging to each bor-
der state. However, dur-
ing the Indo-Pakistani
War of 1965, Pakistan at-
tacked the posts on 9
April 1965 in Kutch.

This attack exposed the
inadequacy of the State
Armed Police to cope
with armed aggression.
So after the end of the
war, the government cre-
ated the Border Security
Force as a unified central
agency with the specific
mandate of guarding
India's international
boundaries.

This act brought
greater cohesion in bor-
der security. K F
Rustamji, from the Indian
Police Service, was the
first Director General of
BSF. BSF was constituted
on December 01, 1965.

The BSF's capabilities
were used in the Indo-
Pakistani War of 1971
against Pakistani forces
in areas where the
Regular Forces were thin-
ly spread.

In the last 56 years of
its existence, BSF has
been efficiently guarding
the eastern and western
borders of the country as
well as conducting count-
er insurgency operations
in the north east. Further,
the force is fighting with
the country's internal
threats in several regions.

Selection of Day boarding Cadets to be heldCG Nursing College 
celebrates World Aids Day

BSP collective clocks best ever November performance
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Dec 01: Several
departments of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant includ-
ing Universal Rail Mill,
OHP, RMP, Blast
Furnaces, Steel Melting
Shop 3, Sinter Plant etc.
have recorded best ever
November month per-
formances, breaking
their previous records in
production and techno-
economic parameters.
Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) congratulated the
concerned departments
and at the same time con-
gratulated the associated
departments with other
allied agencies.

SAIL-BSP's Universal
Rail Mill (URM) has made
many multiple records in
different production pa-
rameters creating a
record hattrick in

N o v e m b e r
2022. URM
achieved best
ever monthly
production in
N o v e m b e r
2022 by rolling
76, 498 T fin-
ished rails,
72,027 T Prime
rails, surpass-
ing the previ-
ous record of
rolling of
75,537 T fin-
ished rails and
71,125 Prime
rails in
October 2022.

Inspection of welding
of 4929 nos. panels of
260m, inspection of 6834
joints is a record in
November 2022, surpass-
ing the previous record
of inspection of 4359 no.
panels and 5859 joints in
September 2022. Apart
from this, 77 no. EUR
rakes were despatched in

November 2022, breaking
its previous record of
despatch of 75 EUR
rakes.

It is noteworthy that
Indian Railways has en-
sured availability of
EUR rakes for loading of
panels for 260m rails. 310
panels of 260 m were
loaded in wagons on
November 30, 2022 at

URM, breaking the previ-
ous record of loading of
254 panels on November
28, 2022. This feat has
been made possible due
to the continuous sup-
port of RITES and sup-
port extended by Indian
Railways.

Ore Handling Plant
(OHP) achieved the ever
best material despatch in

a month of 10,05,650 T in
November  2022, sur-
passing the previous best
of 10,00,150 T in October
2022. This creates a hat-
trick of monthly record
breaking performance at
OHP. Also, OHP achieved
best total material han-
dling in a month of
19,11,339 T in  November
2022, surpassing the pre-

vious best of 18,45,735T
in October 21.

Team RMP/ LDCP
achieved record breaking
performance by clocking
ever best monthly produc-
tion of 50518 T  in
November 2022 in RMP-3,
surpassing the previous
best of 41260T in  May
2022. The previous
November bestever was

31095 T in Nov
2021, with a
growth over
62% compared
to November
2021. LDCP
collective has
achieved ever
best daily
despatch of
2439 T of Lime
& CD to SMSs
& SPs on
November 30,
22, surpassing
the previous
best record of
2306 T on

February 06, 2022.
Congratulations to

team BF for record daily
production of 19158 tons
surpassing the previous
best of 19105 tons on
March 24, 2021. BF collec-
tive achieved ever best
daily Coal Dust Injection
of 2586 T on November 30,
2022 surpassing the previ-
ous best of 2538 T on

November 08, 2022. BF#8
ever best monthly PCI
rate of 149 kg/thm in
November 2022, surpass-
ing the previous best of
148 kg/thm in October
2022.

SMS 3 made all time
high of 73 heats on
November 30, 2022, break-
ing its previous daily pro-
duction record of 71 heats
made on November 28,
2022. Best ever Sinter pro-
duction of 489681 T was
achieved in November
2022, surpassing the pre-
vious best of 477564 T in
November 2021.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) and
Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) visited the con-
cerned departments and
conveyed their best wish-
es to them. They also ex-
pressed their wishes to-
wards Indian Railways
and RITES for the sup-
port extended by them.



DIGGING LEFT OPEN

The work of laying or repairing of pipelines in the capital city has become headache and one such large dig-out

part near Zone-3 is acting as threat to passer-by.
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Raipur, Dec 01:
Executive Director
Sanjiv Kumar Katiyar
has been appointed as
Managing Director of
Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation
Company. Katiyar as-
sumed office at the
Power Company head-
quarters situated at
Dangania after being ap-
pointed as Managing
Director by the Energy
Department of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government. After as-
suming office, he said
that his priority would
be  to ensure cheaper
electricity production

and added that focus
would be on continuous
development works of
the Power Generation
Company. Prior to him,
NK Bijora was the MD of
Generation Company.

Foundation Day Celebration at NIT Raipur
Raipur, Dec 01: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur celebrated its
Foundation Day on 1st
December 2022. Hemant
Verma, Chairperson,
Chhattisgarh State
Electricity Regulatory
Commission was the Chief
Guest of the event.

Dr. (Mrs.) AB Soni,
Director (I/C), NIT Raipur
talked about how the insti-
tute is maintaining a steady
momentum in growth in all
aspects following Vision
2030, the implementation of
NEP 2020, motivating the
students with virtues, and
their all-around develop-
ment. She also elaborated
on institute using its re-
sources and knowledge to
develop rural areas, in line
with Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan, providing entre-
preneurship knowledge

and exposure, and support-
ing other institutes by shar-
ing resources and partici-
pating in Ek Bharat
Shrestha Bharat by collabo-
rating with various other
NITs. Hemant Verma,
Chairperson, Chhattisgarh
State Electricity Regulatory
Commission presided over
the podium and expressed
his gratitude for being in-
vited as the Chief Guest. He
shared his experience of
being a student of NIT
Raipur (then GEC Raipur)
and highlighted that it the
institute has completed 17
years since it was granted

the status of an institute of
national importance, and
how much NIT Raipur has
progressed and achieved.
He mentioned that the
alumni of NIT Raipur have
been appointed to top posts
worldwide. The institute
played a vital role in incor-
porating crucial skills. He
wished the institute to do
well in the future and ended
his speech by quoting- “An
engineer is a person who
applies knowledge of basic
science for the betterment
of society.” This was fol-
lowed by the Awards
Ceremony. The Best

Department Award was
awarded to the Department
of Applied Geology. Dr. ND
Londhe, HoD, Electrical
Engineering secured the
Best Faculty Award. The
Best Researcher Award was
bagged by Dr. GP Gupta,
Associate Professor,
Information Technology.
The Young achiever alum-
nus award was given to Mr.
Abhinav Dewangan and the
Distinguished Alumnus
award was given to Dr. G. R.
Sinha. Further, the student
achievers were recognized
by scholarships and
awards.

Moving ahead, a docu-
mentary featuring the lega-
cy of the institute, its im-
peccable placement and
PPO records, and the vari-
ous achievements of the
students, faculties, and
alumni were also presented.

Bike lifter arrested, 
8 stolen bikes worth 
Rs 4.5 lakh recovered

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01: Police
have arrested one
Narendra Ratre for al-
legedly lifting bikes
from different parts of
Raipur, Durg, Bhilai,
and Bilaspur. On his rev-
elation police have re-
covered eight stolen mo-
torcycles worth around
Rs 4.50 lakh. Vidhan
Sabha Police team
nabbed the youth during
patrolling. Arrested bike
lifter is resident of
Kharora.

The action comes in
the wake of SSP’s in-
structions to all the po-
lice stations to launch
drive to nab bike lifters
in view of growing inci-
dents of bike lifting in
the capital and nearby
cities. Acting on the in-
struction of the SSP the

Vidhan Sabha Police
team intercepted HF
Delux Motorcycle with-
out registration number
on Wednesday. During
inquiry, bike rider dis-
closed his identity as 23-
year-old Narendra Ratre,
resident of Budera vil-
lage of Kharora. When
inquired about vehicle
papers Narendra Ratre
did not give satisfactory
reply to the police.
During strict question-
ing he confessed to have
lifted the bike. He also
confessed his involve-
ment in lifting total eight
motorcycles from differ-
ent parts of Durg, Bhilai,
Bilaspur and
Mahasamund. After his
arrest the police regis-
tered offence against
him and recovered the
stolen bikes worth Rs
4,50000.

Woman bank employee shot dead 
by boyfriend in Odisha

Raipur, Dec 01: Raipur
Police have arrested one
Sachin Agrawal from
moving train in connec-
tion with the murder of
a 26-year-old woman
Tanu Kurre. Tanu was
working in sales team of
Axis Bank in Mowa area
of Raipur. She was al-
legedly shot dead in for-
est of Balangir, Odisha
by her boyfriend. After
murder, her boyfriend
tried to burn her body.
Police have recovered
half-burnt body of the
girl. According to the in-
formation, Tanu Kurre,
a resident of Korba,
used to work in Axis
Bank in Raipur, where

she met Sachin
Agarwal, a businessman
from Balangir, Odisha.
Soon they came close to
each other fell in love.
Her boyfriend used to
come to Raipur from
Balangir often for busi-
ness purpose. His rela-
tives used to live in Palm
Bellagio, where he used
to stay after coming.

Tanu did not return
home from the bank on 21
November 2022 and her
mobile was found to be
switched off. In such a sit-
uation, her anxious fami-
ly members reached
Raipur from Korba and
on November 22, a miss-
ing case was registered at
Mowa police station.

Tanu had last told her
roommate to come back
after opening a bank ac-
count for someone, but
she did not return.
Meanwhile, a half-burnt
body of an unidentified
girl was found in the for-
est of Turikela area of
??Balangir district of
Odisha. When police
sought information about
missing person from
neighboring states in-
cluding Chhattisgarh,
Tanu Kurre’s missing
was also found out. When
the relatives were called
to the police station, on
November 30, they identi-
fied the body as Tanu.

Raipur police said that
during the investigation
of the missing case, the
female bank employee
was seen going with a
young man Sachin
Agrawal. On November
21, Tanu left the bank

with Sachin Agarwal.
Later her body was found
on November 24 in the
forest of Turikela area of
??Balangir district. After
shooting her, an attempt
was made to burn her
body by pouring petrol to
hide her identity. A team
of Raipur Police had also
left for Balangir in
Odisha along with the rel-
atives of the deceased for
investigation. The rela-
tives had identified the
dead body as Tanu Kurre.

Police started raids at
various places and acti-
vated informers in many
districts to nab the mur-
derer. Raipur Police have
claimed that suspect
Sachin was arrested from
the moving train of
Samaleshwari Express
and handed over to
Odisha Police. After his
arrest he was subjected
to interrogation.

Police arrest two including
woman from Bangalore

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01: Two per-
sons including a woman,
have been arrested from
Bengaluru, Karnataka, in
connection with a fraud of
Rs 30 lakh in DD Nagar
police station area of
Raipur.

They allegedly duped
the applicant Mayank
Pandey of Rs 30 lakh in
the name of investing in
their company. This case
of fraud was registered in
the year 2020. Raipur po-
lice reached Chhattisgarh
on Wednesday with the

accused on transit
remand.

The victim
Mayank Pandey
had lodged a re-
port that he and
his friend
Yogendra Kumar
had given money
to Kaushal
Yasmin (40 years)
and Chandra
Prakash Rawat (35

years). Both, residents of
Bangalore had asked the
victims to invest in their
firm QCS DC LABS. For
this, they had lured them
to more interest. They col-
lected Rs 19 lakh in the be-
ginning and then Rs 11
lakh from the victims.

The victims felt cheated
when they did not get
their money back after
maturity. Eventually
Mayank Pandey lodged
complaint with DD Nagar
police station area. Police
traced the accused with
the help of cyber cell and
arrested them and
brought them to Raipur
on transit remand. During
interrogation, they con-
fessed their crime.

Girl dies after failed
abortion bid by quack

Raipur, Dec 01: A girl al-
legedly died after undergo-
ing failed abortion attempt
by a quack doctor in
Mandir-Hasaud area of
the capital Raipur. The
police have taken into cus-
tody a quack doctor and
the lover of the deceased
Ishwar Dhurva.

According to informa-
tion available, an 18-year-
old girl from a village
under Mandir Hasaud po-
lice station had a love af-
fair with a young man
from the same village. The
girl had become nervous
after she became pregnant
due to her physical rela-

tionship with her lover.
Her lover brought her to a
quack doctor for abotion.

The quack doctor was
performing abortion by
keeping the pregnant girl
at his own home for three
days. Meanwhile, the girl’s
health deteriorated and
she died. Girl’s relative
turned angry as soon as
they got information
about the incident. The
angry relatives have ac-
cused Dr Tapan Das, a
quack, of performing
abortion by drinking alco-
hol. Police have arrested
the quack Tapan Das and
girl’s lover Ishwar Dhurve.

Skill training programme inaugurated
at Gurukul Mahavidyalaya

Raipur, Dec 01:
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Chhattisgarh State
Election Commission
Thakur Ramsingh on
Thursday inaugurated the
Skill Development
Programme at Kalibadi-
road based Gurukul
Mahila Mahavidalaya
here.

In his address as a chief
guest, the Retired IAS
Officer Thakur Ramsingh
said that knowledge makes
people humble whereas eli-
gibility comes through
humble nature and added
that Skill Development
could be achieved through
eligibility. In his conclud-
ing remark, he said that
the Skill Training
Programme would be cru-

cial for the students which
would make them entre-
preneur with the help of
Skill Development.

YC Rao from Godawari
Power an Ispat Ltd was
present as Spcieal guest
whereas College
Governing Council
Chairman Ajay Tiwari
presided over the function

during which the
Secretary Sobha
Khandelwal, College
Principal Dr Sandhya
Gupta and others were
present. The Skill
Development progamme
was organized under the
aegis of Jansikshan
Sansthan, informs a press
release issued here.

Assembly’s special 2-day session on quota bills begins

Raipur, Dec 01: A special
two-day session of the
Chhattisgarh Assembly
began here on Thursday
for the passage of two bills
related to reservation for
different categories in gov-
ernment jobs and admis-
sion in educational insti-
tutions.

On the first day of the
session, members paid
rich tributes to two de-
ceased leaders - Congress
MLA and Deputy Speaker
of the House Manoj Singh
Mandavi and former
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) legislator Dipak
Patel. Both of them passed
away in October this year.
After paying obituary ref-
erences, the House was ad-

journed for the day.
As soon as the House

proceedings began,
Assembly Speaker
Charandas Mahant men-
tioned about the death of
Mandavi and Patel, and
paid tributes to them.

The speaker said
Mandavi had been at the
forefront for development
and welfare of tribal com-
munities.

In his demise, the state
has lost a senior politician,
tribal mass leader and so-
cial worker, he added.

The 58-year-old leader,
Mandavi, who represented
Bhanupratappur assem-
bly segment three times,
died on October 16 follow-
ing a heart attack.

Patel, who was elected
as an MLA once in 2008
from Manendragarh seat

in the state, was an experi-
enced and skilled politi-
cian, he added.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Leader of
Opposition Narayan
Chandel, Health Minister
T S Singh Deo, former CM
Raman Singh and other
members also paid hom-
age to two leaders and re-
called their contribution.

Baghel said Mandavi
used to effectively raise
the issues pertaining to
tribals and always strived
for the progress of the
tribal community and de-
velopment of his region.

His work, personality
and ideas will remain
alive forever, he added.

Senior BJP MLA Ajay
Chandrakar said
Mandavi’s faith in
‘Sanatan Dharma’ and in-
terest in religious works

were inherited.
Soon after the obituary

references, the House was
adjourned for the day.

The two-day special ses-
sion of the state
Assembly has been con-
vened to get the two bills
related to reservation for
different categories
passed.

According to state gov-
ernment officials, a provi-
sion of 32 per cent quota
has been made for the
Scheduled Tribes (ST), 27
per cent for Other
Backward Classes
(OBCs), 13 per cent for
Scheduled Castes (SC)
and four per cent for the
Economically Weaker
Section (EWS) in the bills.
The total reservation in
the state would go up to 76
per cent after the bill gets
passed in the assembly.

Cong govt has fulfilled all the promises
made in 2018 VS polls: Baghel

Kanker, Dec 01: Both
Congress and BJP have
started their show-of-
strength for the
Bhanupratappur by-poll
and the senior party lead-
ers of both the parties
have taken command in
the region. For Congress
party, CM Bhupesh Baghel
has taken up command of
electioneering and organ-
ised a road-show with
bike-rally by Congress
party workers and leaders.
He also addressed a gath-
ering  in market area of
Charama in favour of
party’s candidate Savitri
Mandavi. In the road-
show, the folk artists

dressed in traditional cos-
tume took part in the folk
dance and through this
CM met the people and ad-
dressed them as well at dif-
ferent places.

It is notable here that on
the first day, CM Baghel
said that Congress is pro-
tribal, pro-farmer, pro-
poor government in the
state. It has fulfilled the
promises made to different
sections of the society, be
it farmers, poor or labour-
ers. The party has always

believed in giving, be it
bonus to the farmers and
increased amount on
paddy, ‘Mahua’,
‘Tendupatta’ and other for-
est produce. The govern-
ment is also purchasing
cow’s urine and this is
benefitting farmers. CM
addressed the gathering in
Kodekurssi of
Durgakondul block of the
district and after which he
addressed another public
meeting in
Bhanupratappur.

From here he reached to
address public meeting in
Gram Puri of Charama
block in the afternoon and
there he said that the
promises made by
Congress in last 2018 VS
polls have been fulfilled.
The agriculture loan to
the farmers has been
waived off and happiness
to farmers is govern-
ment’s first priority. CM
said that the Late Manoj
Mandavi had given him
long list of development
works worth crore to be
carried out in  the region
and all of it has been sanc-
tioned. On this occasion
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, Health Minister
TS Singh Deo, Minister
Anila Bhedia, Industry
Minister Kawasi Lakhma,
MP Bastar LS Deepak Baij
also addressed the gather-
ing.
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Police recover half-
burnt body from forest,
nab suspect from mov-
ing train

In matter of fraud 
of Rs 30 lakh

House adjourned 
after tributes 

CM holds road-show for
Savitri Mandavi in Charama

Holds series of public meet-
ings in Kanker district

Katiyar appointed MD of Power
Generation Company

Indian Oil has 3 aviation fuel stations
for aircrafts refueling in CG: Basu

Raipur, Dec 01: Indian Oil
has 2 terminals in
Chhattisgarh and LPG re-
quirement is met through
2 bottling plants located at
Raipur and Korba. We
have 3 aviation fuel sta-
tions for aircrafts refueling
at Raipur, Bilaspur and
Jagdalpur, said Dipak
Kumar Basu, Executive
Director and State Head,
Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh, IOCL while
addressing the scribes
here.

He informed that Indian
Oil’s retail sales of petrole-
um, oil and lubricants in
the year 2021-22 in Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
was 2338.539 thousand met-
ric tonnes and the market
share is 36.11 percent.

He further informed
that during the last finan-
cial year (2021-22) both
these states have made a
contribution of Rs.7716.16

crore to the Government
in the form of VAT and
GST. Madhya Pradesh’s
contribution was Rs.
5310.09 crores while
Chhattisgarh contributed
Rs.2406.07 crores. The com-
pany has an investment of
Rs 3909.87 crore in Madhya
Pradesh and Rs 1494.67
crore in Chhattisgarh.
IndianOil has received the
award from the respective
State Government for
being the highest tax
payer in both Madhya
Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh. Adequate
tankage facilities are
available for storage of all
types of products at
Korba and Lakholi in

Chhattisgarh.
During last five years

IOCL has carried out vari-
ous projects in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The  major
ones being Paradeep-
Ranchi-Raipur Pipeline,
Terminal & Bottling Plant
at Korba, Two Aviation
Fuel Stations at Bilaspur
and Jagdalpur. The prod-
ucts are received at Korba
terminal through the
Paradeep-Ranchi-Raipur
Pipeline. Ten districts of
Chhattisgarh are getting
supplied from Korba and
balance districts are get-
ting the feed from Lakholi
(Raipur) Terminal.

Korba Bottling Plant,
inaugurated on June 28,

2022, has a capacity of 60
TMTPA. At present, the
percentage of LPG cover-
age in Chhattisgarh is
90.44%. There are 58.24
lakh LPG consumers in
entire Chhattisgarh out of
which 29.46 lakh are IOC
consumers. Out of total
534 LPG distributors here,
264 pertain to IOC.
Similarly, out of total 2049
retail outlets, 790 pertain
to IOC.

IOCL has 2 terminals in
Chhattisgarh IOTL and
Korba Terminal (capacity
241 TKL apprx.). There
are 2 bottling plants one at
Raipur and another at
Korba-120 TMTPA. There
are 260 LPG distributors
with more than 790 retail
outlets. IOCL has  total 50
Kerosene dealers and 3
Aviation Fuelling
Stations. For Auto LPG
Facility it has 5 retail out-
lets in Chhattisgarh.

‘Kisan Mela’ organised by Bank of Baroda
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01: Bank of
Baroda Regional Office,
Raipur organised ‘Kisan
Mela’ on the occasion of
‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada
(November 15, 2022 to
November 29, 2022) and
Baroda Kisan Diwas
(November 30, 2022) with
the aim of economic
progress in rural areas.

The fifth edition of
‘Baroda Kisan Pakhwada’
was launched on
November 15, 2022 and
continued for two weeks.
Under this program, vari-
ous activities were organ-
ised to connect with the
farmers, along with
knowledge series and felic-
itation program. This all-
India initiative, which last-
ed for two weeks, ended on
November 30, 2022, under
which a large number of
farmers benefited through
various means.

In this series, the bank
organised a mega ‘kisan
mela’ on November 30,
2022 at Lakhauli village of
Arang block.

Programs of ‘Baroda
Kisan Pakhwada’ (which
include real and virtual
choupal, Kisan Mela, and
health camps for cattle and
farmers) were organised.
Chief Guest of the program
was Mr. Akash Chikara,
Chief Executive Officer,
District Panchayat Raipur,
Mr. Anmay Kumar Mishra,

DGM, Network
Chhattisgarh), Mr. Amit
Bainerjee, Assistant
General Manager and
Regional Head Raipur, Mr.
Amit Ranjan Lead District
Manager, Mr. Kundan
Kumar (DPM NRLM). and
Pradeep Kumar, Arang
Branch Manager was also
present on the occasion.
More than 1000 farmers in-
cluding Sarpanch of near-
by villages participated in
Kisan Mela.

On this occasion, the

Chief Guest Mr. Akash
Chikara guided the farmers
by informing  them about
the importance of kisan
mela. On behalf of Bank of
Baroda, Mr. Anmay Kumar
Mishra, Chhattisgarh
Network Head, highlighted
the importance of crop in-
surance scheme to all farm-
ers, social security scheme,
history of the bank and as-
sociation of the bank with
the farmers, importance of
digital banking in modern
era.

Markam welcomes CM at helipad

Raipur, Dec 01: Adivasi
Congress District
President Bhavani
Markam who is campaign-
ing for party candidate in
Bhanupratappur Assembly
election welcomed Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at helipad when the latter
reached there to address a

public meeting organized
for the party candidate
Savitri Mandavi. It needs to
be mentioned here,
Markam after being ap-
pointed Mulla Sector in-
charge is camping there for
seven days and is camping
for the party candidate
among the people of tribal
community and also door-
to-door for publicizing the
welfare schemes of CM and
state government.

135th birth anniv of
Anukul Chandra on Dec 03

Raipur, Dec 01: 135th
birth anniversary of

T h a k u r
A n k u l
Chandra will
be observed
on December
03 at Late

Balbir Singh Juneja
Indore Stadium in pres-
ence of Governor Uike as
chief guest. In this state
level celebration many
people from all the state
are to participate. As part
of the programme a free
health camp is scheduled
and will be serviced by the
senior doctors who would
offer free-of-cost advice
and distribution of medi-
cines. The programme
will start at 5 am with

Usha Kirtan, followed by
mass prayer, recital of
Thakur Ankul Chandra’s
books, mass feeding in the
afternoon, matri samelan
and many more. Satsang
Parivar has appealed
masses to be present in the
programme in large and
seek blessings of Thakur
Ankul Chandra.

IIM Raipur to organize ICDE
with INAIS on Dec 2-3

Raipur, Dec 01: Indian
Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur, in associa-
tion with Association of
Information Systems -
India Chapter (INAIS), is
organizing the 5th
International Conference
on Digital Economy (ICDE
2022) from Dec 2-3.
International Conference
on Digital Economy
(ICDE) is IIM Raipur’s
flagship conference dedi-
cated to the cause of ad-
vancing the interest of
Digital Economy in the
country, by encouraging
research and exchange of
ideas on building and
nourishing a strong and
resilient digital economy.

This is in alignment
with IIM Raipur’s vision
and mission of inspiring
thought leadership
through scholarship and
teaching and to provide a
learning centric environ-
ment through research

and practice to create fu-
ture leaders capable of ex-
celling in a globalized and
digitally transformed en-
vironment. ICDE also
aligns with the grand vi-
sions of Digital India such
as strengthening India’s
digital infrastructure and
digital empowerment of
its citizens.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has highlighted the impor-
tance of a resilient global
digital economy. Today’s
digital world necessitates
novel and technology-en-
abled avenues to manage
crisis, adapt to the new
normal, and excel even in
times of global disasters.
In alignment with this re-
quirement, the theme of
ICDE 2022 is “Building a
Resilient Digital
Economy”. Prof. Ram
Kumar Kakani, Director,
IIM Raipur along with
other notable researchers
and academicians across

the globe form the
Advisory Committee for
the conference. Prof. Priya
Seetharaman (IIM
Calcutta and President,
INAIS), Prof. Sumeet
Gupta (Dean External &
ERP, IIM Raipur), Prof.
Manojit Chattopadhyay
(IT & Systems Area, IIM
Raipur), and Prof. Sourya
Joyee De (IT & Systems
Area, IIM Raipur) consti-
tute the Organizing
Committee of the confer-
ence.

Many notable re-
searchers, academicians,
and practitioners from
India and abroad will be a
part of this year’s confer-
ence. Prof. Amany
Elbanna (Royal Holloway
University of London) will
deliver the keynote speech
on 2nd December. Prof.
Mark Goh (National
University of Singapore)
will deliver the keynote
speech on 3rd December.

Other dignitaries who will
grace the conference in-
clude Sanjul Bhakri (VP,
Medha), Bill Thies
(Everwell), Prof. Jang
Bahadur Singh (IIM
Trichy), Prof. Amit
Prakash (IIIT Bangalore),
AM Parial (Cropway,
Chhattisgarh), Rupesh
Sharma (Techment,
C h h a t t i s g a r h ) ,
Shubhranshu Choudhary
(CG Net Swara), Mandeep
Attri (DXC), and V
Namasivayam (Kerala
State Planning Board).

Apart from keynote
speeches, there will be two
panel discussions, a work-
shop, as well as paper pre-
sentations by research
scholars and academi-
cians on several topics in-
cluding FinTech, Digital
Human Resource
Management, Artificial
Intelligence and Machine
Learning, Privacy and
Cyber security.

Members and children of
Kopalvani met Governor 

Raipur, Dec 01: Members
of Kopalvani, Child
Welfare Organisation and
children under the leader-
ship of Mrs. Shesha
Saxena called on Governor
Ms. Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan. The Governor also
gave chocolates to the chil-
dren and pampered them.
The deaf children also
thanked the Governor in
sign language. Mrs. Saxena
informed the Governor
about the work being done
by Kopalvani Sanstha. She
said that Kopalvani is a
residential school for dif-
ferently-abled children,
where attention is paid to
the physical and mental de-
velopment of differently-
abled children through ed-
ucation as well as other ac-
tivities. On this occasion
the members invited the
Governor to participate in
the program focused on

children by the Kopalvani
in the coming days. Along
with this, Kopalvani’s for-
mer student and  teacher
presented a painting of
Adashiv made by her to the
Governor. It is worth men-
tioning that among the
girls who met the

Governor today, those girls
were also included, who
had received financial as-
sistance from the
Governor under a special
initiative. Mrs. Padma
Sharma and Dr. Preeti
Upadhyay were present on
the occasion.

Agri and Food Processors Conclave by PHD Chamber
Raipur, Dec 01: PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry
Chhattisgarh Chapter or-
ganised an Agri and Food
Processors Conclave in as-
sociation of Ministry of
Food Processing
Industries (MoFPI)
Government of India for
an overall development of
farmers regarding fi-
nance, technology and
Market linkages of agri-
cultural products at
District Panchayat
Bhawan, Jashpur on
November 30th which was
attended by more than 220
farmers including food
processing Organizations.

The event started with
National Anthem and
lightening of lamp.
Welcome address was
given by Mr Mantosh
Singh, Sr. Resident
Director, PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
Chief Guest Dr. Ravi

Mittal IAS, DM &
Collector Jashpur in-
formed that the district
having huge potential in

agricultural products but
people growing some veg-
etables & fruits for ex-

ports. Farmers are utilz-
ing resources in less ca-
pacity and district admin-
istration is working upon

this challenge. He encour-
aged the farmers towards
food processing units and

suggested farmers to take
this conclave as an oppor-
tunity. He praised PHD
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry in working to-
wards growth &  develop-
ment of farmers and food
processing industry.

Guest of Honour
Jitendra Yadav IAS, CEO,
District Panchayat,
Jashpur deliberated on
challenges faced by farm-
ers and suggested few
measures farmers can
adopt to overcome them.
His deliberation consist of
Supply Chain
Management, backward
and forward linkages and
Jaspur scope in food pro-
cessing industry. DIC
Jashpur MS Painkra ad-
dress on schemes under
PMFME & Department of
Industry, Government of
Chattisgarh in growth and
development of food pro-
cessing units in the dis-
trict. M.R. Bhagat, district

Agriculture officer,
Jashpur said Krishi Vikas
Kendra is present in all
districts and they are giv-
ing training to farmers
time to time. District is
facing absence of
Agencies like Agriculture
technology Management
Agency.

RP Singh Ratan, Dean-
Agriculture, Jharkhand
Rai University suggested
various measures to nur-
ture food processing in-
dustry, suggested towards
Millets consumption. Mr.
Ishwar Kumar,
Consultant, Sidbi PMU,
Directorate of Industries,
Chattisgarh deliberated
upon various schemes
Sidbi is offering to farm-
ers and food processing or-
ganisations. The event
ended with Vote of thanks
by Mr. Sumit Dubey,
Resident Director, PHD
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Raipur.

RRVUNL will require 15 rakes of coal per day from Ch’garh: Sharma
Raipur, Dec 01: Banking
on the committed coal sup-
plies from country’s largest
producer Chhattisgarh,
government of Rajasthan
commissioned 4320 MW of
thermal power generation
capacity at an investment of
Rs 40,000 crore. Rajasthan
government’s power gener-
ation utility Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited (RRVUNL)
requires at least 15 rakes of
coal a day from
Chhattisgarh to keep these
units operational to ensure
uninterrupted and afford-
able electricity to its close
to eight crore consumers.

Addressing a press con-
ference MD RRVUNL RK
Sharma informed that
Rajasthan government is
compelled to ration electric-
ity by imposing power cuts
for 4-5 hours so that unin-
terrupted electricity can be

catered to the establish-
ments such as hospitals,
schools, courts, govern-
ment offices, fuel stations
and transportation among
others. While essential
services as are fearing
power cuts frequently, the
exchequer of Rajasthan is
incurring losses in its
power sector on account of
idle generation capacities.
Power generation units and
coal reserves are national
resources, and their under-
utilization is a loss to the
taxpayers.

RK Sharma said coal-

fired power generation proj-
ects are very critical for
Rajasthan and India to
meet the growing electrici-
ty demands till the time re-
newable power projects be-
come viable and reliable to
cater round the clock sup-
ply to the end users. Since
its investments in power
generation assets are turn-
ing redundant, RRVUNL
and government of
Rajasthan are finding it dif-
ficult to invest in additional
thermal and renewable
power projects for the fu-
ture generations.

Coal is essential for
RRVUNL to meet the peak
electricity demand at a rea-
sonable cost since state’s ex-
isting solar power genera-
tion capacity cannot pro-
duce electricity after the
dark. Tourism industry is
one of the most critical
components of Rajasthan’s

economy and cannot sur-
vive without cheaper and
uninterrupted electricity to
attract and comfort the
guests.

This is worth mentioning
that Chhattisgarh account-
ed for highest 158 million
tonne of coal production in
country’s total production
of 716 million tonne in the
last financial year.
Additional coal production
for the state of Rajasthan
will also result in signifi-
cant employment genera-
tion and additional tax rev-
enues for Chhattisgarh.

Rajasthan government is
committed to work in tan-
dem with the government
of Chhattisgarh. RRVUNL
has been going an extra
mile in its services to the
people through state-of-the-
art English medium school,
skill development centre
and several initiatives for

women empowerment,
health and hygiene among
others in the far-flung tribal
areas.

RRVUNL is thankful to
the Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot for
creating conducive environ-
ment between both the
states in mutual interests.
The exchange of products
and services between these
two states can only be the
stronger in the future.

It may be recalled here
the hardships faced by peo-
ple in parts of India on ac-
count of power shortages in
last summers and recent
festive season. We hope that
the government and admin-
istration of Chhattisgarh
will do the needful to sup-
port Rajasthan and cause of
growth and development
the locals.

CSPDCL to take final
decision from CSRC

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Dec 01:
Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company
Limited (CSPDCL) has re-
ceived complaint of charg-
ing of additional security
deposit from the con-
sumers who have got con-
verted from BPL into do-
mestic category. MD has
issued instructions to seri-
ously consider on the com-

plaints recevied saying
that all the consumers
who came under BPL cate-
gory have got converted
into general domestic
power consumers with
hike in their power con-
sumption and the addi-
tional security deposit
which has been included
in their bills will not be
charged now.

With no clarification in
this regard for consumers
from this category, neces-
sary instructions from
Chhattisgarh State
Regulatory Commission
will be obtained. With this
particular decision, this
category will be immense-
ly benefitted. Such con-

sumers in whose electrici-
ty bills this additional se-
curity has been added into
the October bill, will be ad-
justed in the next electrici-
ty bill.

MD CSPDCL Manoj
Khare informed that there
are about 3.42 lakh such
consumers of BPL catego-
ry who have got converted
into APL category con-
sumers, who will get relief
from the same. Power
Company management
will obtain instruction
from CSRC and after
which decision for recov-
ery of additional security
deposit from such con-
sumers would be reconsid-
ered.
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During by-poll 
campaigning

Governor Uiky to be
chief guest

For not charging addl.
security deposit from
BPL consumers con-
verted into APL con-
sumers
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Konta, Dec 01: Sattar Ali,
a member of the team
formed by the
Chhattisgarh State
Congress, also participated
in the Bharat Jodo Yatra
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir. Sattar Ali, mem-
ber of Chhattisgarh State
Urdu Development Board,
joined the yatra in Indore
region of Madhya Pradesh.

In the Bharat Jodo Yatra
led by Rahul Gandhi reach-
ing Madhya Pradesh via
Maharashtra, the state's
Chief Minister Bhupesh

Baghel, along with PCC
President Mohan Markam,
the Chhattisgarh team also
participated in the march
from Mortakka to Mau.
Congress President Rajiv
Sharma and Bastar
District Rural Congress
President Balram Maurya
had also reached from
Jagdalpur along with
Sattar Ali to participate in
this yatra.

Central Chronicle News

KKaawwaarrddhhaa,,  DDeecc  0011::  Police has
nabbed one person on charges
of not returning the govern-
ment's money wrongly de-
posited into his account and he
was nabbed from Charouda
(Durg) and the case is that of
Kawardha thana area. Due to
carelessness on part of
Veterinary department, there
was this wrong transfer of gov-
ernment money. 

Actually the amount which
was sanctioned for construc-
tion of Veterinary Clinic was
supposed to be deposited into
the account of PWD, but it got
wrongly transferred into the
account of the accused from
Charouda. The department
came to know about this fault
six months later.

After this the department
asked the account holder to
return the amount, but he re-
fused. On this a police com-
plaint was filed and the ac-
count holder was taken into
arrest. According to the po-
lice, the accused account
holder name is Rohit Singh S/o
Nagraj Singh, R/o H.NO. 139,
Dadar Road Chrouda (Durg). 

Under the National Agri

Development Scheme, a vet-
erinary clinic was to be con-
structed in Gram Jhalmala
and Marka and for which Rs
25.40 lakh was sanctioned.
This was supposed to be
transferred into PWD account
No. 932020110000160 in
June2022. 

But due to fault on part of
the clerk of Veterinary deptt,

it got trasferred into account
No. 93101011000160 and
which belonged to the ac-
cused Rohit Singh. The police
has nabbed the accoused
Rohit Singh from Charouda (
Durg) and seized his bank
passbook, bond paper of in-
surance policy and cash of Rs
10,700 and his mobile and set
him to jail on judicial custody.

Mitanin’s felicitated by 
Pushpa Jagannath Sahu

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Dec 01: On
the occasion of Mitanin
Day, the Mitanin's here
were felicitated in Gram
Panchayat Borsi by Mrs.
Pushpa Jagannath Sahu,
President of District
Panchayat Fingeshwar.
Sarpanch of Borsi Gram
Panchayat Mahesh Sahu
presided over the program
organized on this occasion
and Mitanins Yashoda
Sahu, Kumari Bai, Bhojbai
Sahu, Rukhmani, Pramila
were honored.

Chief Guest Sahu while
honoring Mitanin said that
Mitanin sisters do the work
of implementing all kinds

of government schemes in
the villages and benefiting
the villagers and their con-
tribution should not be un-
derestimated. Sarpanch
and chairman of the func-
tion Mahesh Sahu said that
due to Mitanins, the poor
sections are able to take ad-
vantage of the schemes of
the government.

Panch Heeru Sahu,

Ankh Nishad, Jageshwar
Sahu, Ghasneen Sahu,
Ramshila Kanwar, Gayatri
Sahu, Monika Sahu, Kunti
Nishad, Hemin Sahu,
Parameshwari Ratre,
Panchayat Secretary
Chetan Lal Sahu Operator
Ishwar Sinha Bhrtya
Pramod Nishad and vil-
lagers were present in the
program.

Central Chronicle News

Berla, Dec 01: The
District Administration
with objectives to sort out
grievances of the general
public on the sport, organ-
ised a district-level
'Janchaupal' camp in sub-
divisional Hq's Berla on
Wednesday.

A total of 248 applica-
tions were received for
various demands and com-
plaints and out of which
205 applications were sort-
ed out on the spot itself.
MLA Ashish K Chabda
and Collector Jitendra

Kumar Shukla gave a pa-
tient hearing to griev-
ances and complaints of
the people and gave neces-
sary instructions to the of-
ficers of the concerned de-
partment for speedy solu-
tions.

During this they also in-
spected the stalls put forth
in the camp and took infor-
mation about the activities
going on in all the depart-
ments. The departmental
officers were issued in-
structions in context of the
applications received. The
camp was organised in
Govt HS School and in this
villagers from far-off areas
came along with their com-
plaints and demands.

MLA Chabda addressing
the gathering in
Chhattisgarhi dialect said
that the state government

is running many schemes
for the welfare of general
public and since the people
had to come to district
headquarters for solving
their grievances and there-
fore this camp has been or-
ganised in Berla for con-
venience of the villagers.

The Revenue depart-
ment distributed Kissan
Kitab (Rin Pustika) to
two farmers. The deptt
received a total of 55 ap-
plications and out of
which 42 were sorted out
on the spot. Under RBC 6-

4 of the Revenue Book
Circular for payment of
compensation on damage
to the house, a total of 11
beneficiaries were passed
on ex-gratia amount of
Rs 47000 through cheque
at the hands of MLA.

Under the Saraswati
Cycle Yojana of School
Education Department, a
total of 23 girl students
were given bicycles free
of cost. A group of fish
farmers were given fish
net and four groups were
given fish-mount by the

Fisheries department.
Under 'Poshan Badi' of
the Horticulture depart-
ment, 6 beneficiaries
were distributed saplings
of Tomato and 'Baigan'.
The agriculture dept dis-
tributed 'Sarson' kit to
five farmers.

The camp was attended
by public representatives
including Jila Panchayat
member TR Sahu,
Janpad Panchayat
President Berla Heera
Devlal Verma, Nagar
Panchayat President
Berla, Ras Bihari Kurre,
V-P Bharat Bhushan
Sahu, Rameshwar
Dewangan, Upper
Collector Dr Anil
Vajpayee, SDM (Revenue)
Berla YK Urvasha and
other district-level offi-
cers and nearby villagers.

Villagers demand opening of
electricity distribution center

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Dec 01: The
villagers of village Mendha
here gheraoed the sub-sta-
tion demanding the open-
ing of electricity distribu-
tion center. The electricity
officer who reached the
spot has assured the agitat-
ing villagers that efforts
will be made to find a suit-
able solution soon.

Sarpanch representative
Hridaya Mandavi said that
before this, the prominent
representatives of the vil-
lage met Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and had
placed the pending demand
prominently, but to no
avail. Sarpanch Rohit
Mandavi, senior Congress
leader Pramod Vaishnav,

Gram Patel Omkar Yadav,
Shivlal Sinha, Govind
Sahu, Phi Ritu Sinha for-
mer Sarpanch, Janak
Sinha, Chinta Sahu,
Omprakash Dewangan,
Kamlesh Dewangan,
Santram Sinha were pres-
ent during the protest.

A large number of vil-
lagers including Gautam
Sinha, Ashok, Puran
Sinha, Paras Yadav,

Rajaram Sinha, Nagesh
Dewangan, Dhanraj
Dewangan were also pres-
ent. Meanwhile, Electricity
Department's Assistant
Engineer SK Thakur has
said that due to the centre
coming up in Murmunda
center area and keeping in
view the availability of all
the resources, power distri-
bution center was set 
up there.

‘Thin wooden canoe becomes a life support’

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Dec 01:
Although the Indravati
River flowing in Bastar re-
gion is called the lifeline of
Bastar, but due to the neg-
ligence of the administra-
tion, this river has taken
many lives till date.

The villagers of
Markapal and Marrameta
across the Indravati River,
about 10 km away from
block headquarter
Bhairamgarh in Bijapur
district, are facing the
brunt of the administra-
tion's neglect. The only
means of crossing the
river for these villagers is
made of small wooden
boat. The only support is a
thin canoe.

Discussing with the
media, the villagers said

that the only way to cross
the river is through a thin
wooden canoe. Further,
the villagers said that
whenever crossing the
river with a canoe, there is
always danger. But there
is no other way to cross
the river and it is a com-
pulsion. The government
is also not giving the boat.
The villagers also said that
they themselves make

wooden canoes.
Villagers cross the river

Indravati to meet other
basic needs other than ra-
tion and medicine with a
thin wooden canoe, there
have been many accidents
while crossing the river by
canoe, but till now the ad-
ministration has not pro-
vided life jackets to the
people of villagers. Nor
has any good boat and

sailor been made avail-
able. Due to such negli-
gence, a pharmacist who
was coming to
Bhairamgarh after cross-
ing the Indravati River
from canoe (Dongi) was
washed away in the river
and died. Now it remains
to be seen how long the ad-
ministration will provide
boats for the people across
the Indravati River.
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p Held in Gram Berla
p Ex-gratia of Rs 47000

given 11 beneficiaries
under RBC-6-4

p To cross the
Indravati River

p In Gram Mendha

What officer says

While speaking to
Central Chronicle SDM
Bhairamagrh Uttam
Singh Panchari said
that, "Five boats have
been purchased by the
district administration
to provide services
across the Indravati
River. After talking to
the villagers, efforts are
being made to make the
boats a committee of
the villagers only".

205 applications sorted out in Janchapal

After last salute, body of jawan sent to home town
Central Chronicle News

bMohammad Suleman of
COBRA 222nd Battalion
was martyred in an en-
counter between security
forces and Maoists at
Dabbakonta in Sukma last
evening. The last salute
was given to the martyred
jawan in the 5th battalion
of Jagdalpur on
Wednesday morning.
After paying respects, the
mortal remains of the
jawan were sent from
Chaupar to his home town
in Kerala.

During this, CRPF offi-
cials including Bastar IG
Sunderraj P were present.
In fact, yesterday at
around 5 pm, the Naxalites
suddenly opened fire on
the police camp under con-
struction. Along with the
firing, the Naxalites also
fired a large number of

BGLs. A soldier was in-
jured in the encounter,

who was given first aid on
the spot. But the jawan

succumbed to serious in-
juries. The martyr jawan

was posted as head consta-
ble in the 222nd CoBRA
battalion and was a resi-
dent of Palakkad in the
state of Kerala.

Bastar IG Sundarraj P
said that the effect of
Naxalites in the region is
diminishing due to the
opening of police camps in
Naxal-affected areas. In
the last few months, there
has been a decrease in
Naxal activities in the
Naxal-infested areas.

Recently Sukma Police
come down strongly
against the Naxalites in a
way by opening new police
camps in Ghur Naxal af-
fected areas Dabbakonta
and Pidmel. Naxalites
have got a big blow due to
the opening of two camps
simultaneously. In this
fury, the Naxalites are try-
ing to attack the camp to
save their reputation.

6318 Devguri, Mataguri, Ghotul and
damaged monuments renovated 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Dec 01: In the
Bastar division full of cul-
tural heritage, work is
being carried out to pre-
serve Devguri, Mataguri,
Ghotul and damaged me-
morial sites of the division
under the important
scheme of the government.
Under this, 6318 Devguri,
Mataguri, Ghotul and dam-
aged memorial sites in
Bastar division have been
registered 100 per cent in
the revenue records.

In which 2481 Devguri,
2935 Mataguri, 564 Ghotuls
and 338 ancient dead mon-
uments are included. For
Devgudi and Matagudi, as
well as for the renovation
and beautification of
Ghotulas, the government

has also sanctioned a mini-
mum of Rs 5 lakh each.
Divisional Commissioner
Shyam Dhavde issued
Community Forest Rights
letter under 3-1 (l) in the
name of Gods and
Goddesses to preserve
these places, along with
preserving the cultural
heritage, on the plantation
and conservation of fruit-
ful-shady trees in the tem-
ple complex.

Along with this, 20101

Baiga, Manjhi, Chalki,
Sirha, Guniya, Gaita,
Pujari, Bajnia, Atpahariya
have been registered in the
division as those continu-
ously providing their im-
portant contributions in
the protection of Bastar's
folk traditions, customs
and culture. They are
being given benefits by the
government under the
Rajiv Gandhi Landless
Farmer Labor Justice
Scheme.

Account holder getting govt funds taken into arrestCongmen of Bastar also 
participated in Bharat Jodo Yatra

Harish Kawasi accompanied Rahul as well
KKoonnttaa:: During

the Bharat Jodo
Yatra passing
through Madhya
Pradesh, Sukma
District Panchayat
President Harish
Kawasi also ac-
companied Rahul
Gandhi. During
this, talks were
also held between
the two on the
issue of Sukma and Bastar. During this, she was accompanied
by State Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel and Chhattisgarh
Mahila Congress in-charge Sitakka.
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Idukki airstrip
getting ready

Idukki (Kerala), Dec 01 (PTI) 

The National Cadet
Corps’ (NCC) first and
only airstrip in the coun-
try is getting ready to re-
ceive small aircrafts for
the training purpose of its
air wing cadets.

A successful trial land-
ing of a two-seater Virus
SW-80 aircraft was carried
out at the airstrip built in
this hill district on
Thursday, officials said.

After the successful trial
run, the officials said a
necessary report will be
submitted to the authori-
ties and based on it they
will take further decisions
on commencing the train-
ing for NCC air wing
cadets. Construction of a
650-metre long runway, a

hangar for parking four
small aircraft and a train-
ing facility for 50 cadets in-
cluding accommodation
has already been complet-
ed. The completion of the
airstrip has given wings to
the dreams of the hill dis-
trict prone to ecological
disasters.

According to the district
administration officials,
although the aim of the
airstrip is to provide free
flying training to NCC
cadets, it will also help the
district in emergency situ-
ations.

Air Force planes and
large helicopters can be
landed here in case of
emergency, they said.

Officials said earlier two
attempts were made to
land a small plane at the
airstrip but it was not pos-
sible due to the existence
of a sand deposit there.
The aircraft successfully
landed after clearing the
obstacle, they added.

Hundreds take part in Army’s
film-making workshops 

Jammu, Dec 01 (PTI) 

Hundreds of students
thronged workshops by
award-winning directors in
Jammu and Kashmir’s bor-
der districts of Poonch,
Rajouri and Jammu as part
of an Indian Army initia-
tive to impart film-making
training and empower
youths in the region’s far-
flung areas. Rahat Kazmi
and Tariq Khan conducted
interactive film-making
workshops for youths from
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh in far-flung loca-
tions such as Surankote,
Poonch, Rajouri and
Jammu, officials said.

The first-ever Dil Maange
More Short Film Festival,
curated by Captain Rahul
Bali, is an initiative of the
Indian Army’s Northern
Command in association
with Innovations India. The
initiative is in line with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of reiterating
the importance of ‘nation

building’, Defence
Spokesperson Lt Col
Devender Anand said.

Speaking at the work-
shop, Divisional
Commissioner (Jammu)
Ramesh Kumar said it was
heartening to see that film-
making was not only limited
to Mumbai. “The adminis-
tration will take forward
this journey to far-flung
areas to empower the
youth,” he said. “The Dil
Maange More Short Film
Festival is dedicated to the
independent, talented and
discerning film-makers
from Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh who
crave to showcase their craft
to the world,” Captain Bali
said.He said the month-long
film festival would culmi-
nate with a finale on
December 16 at the
Northern Command head-
quarters in Udhampur
where dignitaries, including
renowned film personalities
would be present to give
away awards to the winners.

DU receives nearly
4k applications 

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI) 

Delhi University (DU)
has received more than
3,800 applications from un-
dergraduate and postgrad-
uate students for 110 va-
cancies in its paid intern-
ship scheme, a senior var-
sity official said on
Thursday.

The varsity is conduct-
ing interviews to shortlist
the candidates. The list of
selected students will be
out in a week, the official
said. “We have received
over 3,800 applications for
110 vacancies under the
paid internship scheme,”
DU Dean of Students
Welfare Pankaj Arora told
PTI. The office of the Dean
of Students’ Welfare
(DSW) has been entrusted
with the responsibility to
facilitate the internship
programme at the

University of Delhi.
“The interview process

is underway and it is ex-
pected to be concluded by
Tuesday. We will take out
the list of students select-
ed within a week and the
internship will begin the
next day itself,” Arora
said.

The Vice-Chancellor
Internship Scheme was
announced by the varsity
in September to impart
training on soft and hard
skills to students by inte-
grating cognitive knowl-
edge with experiential
learning. Under VCIS,
there would be a regular
and a summer internship.

The total proposed num-
ber of interns in both cate-
gories is 200, however, this
year, it is 110 across de-
partments. The number of
interns may periodically
be changed after review
and recommendation by
DSW, following the ap-
proval of the VC, Arora
said.

Uddhav slams Rijiju’s comments on collegium system

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI) 

The Uddhav Thackeray-
led faction of the Shiv
Sena on Thursday said
Union Law Minister Kiren
Rijiju has crossed the
“Laxman Resha” by com-
menting on the collegium
system of appointment of
judges, and he should re-
sign.

An editorial in the party
mouthpiece `Saamana’ al-
leged that the Narendra
Modi government wants
to control all important in-
stitutions including the ju-
diciary.

“It wants people of its
ideology in the judiciary
and is trying to destroy
democracy, Parliament

and opposition leaders.
For this, the government
wants its people in the
high courts, Supreme
Court and also among
prosecutors,” it said.

Rijiju recently called as
“opaque” the present
Supreme Court collegium
system through which
judges are appointed.

“The basic fault with the
present collegium system
is that the judges are rec-
ommending those col-
leagues whom they know.
Obviously, they would not
recommend a judge they
do not know,” Rijiju had
said.

The Sena mouthpiece
said it was clear that the
law minister had crossed
the line which meant he
had started meddling in
the judicial process.

“Dr Babasaheb
Ambedkar was (once) the
law minister of the coun-
try. The one who is occupy-
ing that post now has
crossed the Laxman
Resha. The law minister
has no right to occupy the
post. Like a python, the
Centre has swallowed up
all the institutions and
now it wants to swallow up
the judiciary too,” the
newspaper claimed.

This is a matter which
warrants the law minis-
ter’s resignation, Saamana
added.

The editorial further
said that Rijiju apparently
thinks that the prime min-
ister should appoint the
judges.

“But Rijiju’s suggestion
is more dangerous. The
collegium process is, at

least, the law of the land
and it has to be followed,”
it noted.

Rijiju cites instances of
other countries where
judges are appointed by
the government, but can
such judges act sternly
against the government in
the present “Modi-Shah
regime”, it asked.

A judge of the
Allahabad High Court
showed courage by pass-
ing a verdict against then
prime minister Indira
Gandhi, the editorial said,
referring to the historic
judgement of 1975 which
held Gandhi guilty of elec-
toral malpractices and dis-
qualified her from holding
a public office for six
years. Can government-ap-
pointed judges show such
courage, it asked.

Sharmila seeks Guv’s intervention
in attack on party activists

Hyderabad, Dec 01 (PTI) 

YSR Telangana Party
(YSRTP) president Y S
Sharmila on Thursday
sought the intervention
of Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan in the re-
cent alleged attack on
her party activists dur-
ing her ongoing ‘padaya-
tra’ and urged the
Governor to seek a re-
port from the State gov-
ernment.

Sharmila, who met
Soundararajan at Raj
Bhavan here, along with
her party leaders, alleged
that the ruling TRS was
behind the “attack” on
Monday near Warangal.

“For a year and cover-
ing 3,500 km across the
State, our ‘padayatra’ has
been drawing immense
response and participa-
tion from the people.
This sure has not gone
well with the TRS gov-
ernment and they have
been planning these at-

tacks to lower our
morale and keep us away
from the people,”
Sharmila said in a mem-
orandum submitted to
the Governor.

Sharmila, daughter of
late former Chief
Minister Y S
Rajasekhara Reddy,
claimed that the attack
was carried out with
sticks and stones and
that filthy words were
hurled at the YSRTP
workers.

She alleged that the po-
lice detained and
brought her to
Hyderabad but the at-
tackers were let off. She
further charged that she
was obstructed while
proceeding to the Chief
Minister’s camp office-
cum-official residence
the next day to show him
the bus which was “put
on fire”.

She claimed that her
car was lifted with a
crane though she was

still sitting inside.
“Madam, I now see a

possible threat to the
lives of our committed
party workers, and con-
tinued attacks on our pa-
dayatra. Besides, there
will be a spurt in the
derogatory rhetoric
against us. I, therefore,
draw your immediate at-
tention and intervention
towards this,” she said.

She urged the
Governor to seek a re-
port from the Home
Ministry and the office of
DGP on the attack. This
will help “salvage
democracy” in the State,
she said. Responding to
Sharmila’s criticism
against the State govern-
ment, ruling TRS leaders
on Wednesday took ex-
ception to the comments
allegedly made by her
against the Chief
Minister and other party
leaders. Some party lead-
ers alleged that BJP was
behind her.

Requiem for a 120-year-old house at Kalighat
Kolkata, Dec 01 (PTI) 

Robert Louis Stevenson’s
words in his poem
‘Requiem’ “Under the wide
and starry sky, Dig the
grave and let me lie” - per-
haps best describes the fate
of a 120-year-old house in
Kolkata’s Kalighat area
which is about to be torn
down.

However, for a group of
artists, the Edwardian
house bedecked with semi-
circular protruding bal-
conies, slatted green paint-
ed Venetian windows, mar-
bled floors, patterned cast-
iron railings and intricately
worked cornices, has be-
come a canvas for an exper-
imental art ensemble, be-
fore builders’ wield their
hammer on it.

Frescoes on old walls, ‘al-
pana’ (decorative floor mo-
tifs) on the red-oxidised
stairs, graffiti in English
and Bengali, Paintings
framing a window-lit room,
and experimental lights to
depict the history of a dark-
ened room, were among

many props which a group
of artists managed to paint
or set up as a requiem for
the house - ‘Jagat Nivas’.
Live performances in peri-
od costumes by actors

helped transport the house
back into the early
Twentieth century. One
room had Japanese-style
ink and brush paintings to
link it to the history of a

World War 2 veteran Maj
(Dr.) B C Dewanjea who mi-
grated from Burma and
bought part of the house
from its original owners
while another had a simple

cradle made from a Sari,
perhaps to depict the many
births, which the house, not
far from the eastern me-
tropolis’s famed Kalighat
temple to the dark-complex-
ioned Goddess of destruc-
tion, witnessed.

Taufik Riaz, 46, an artist
trained at Shantiniketan’s
Visva-Bharati university
involved in the project
called ‘Museum of Air and
Dust’ told PTI: “A large
number of people artists,
poets, architects, actors, in-
tellectuals and people liv-
ing” here chipped in to
turn the house about to die
into a work of art for a
while.”

The current inhabitants
who include a family of
refugees from Burma who
came to the city about 60
years ago and bought the
place - are trying to bottle
up memories of this refuge
after a heart-wrenching ex-
odus from Rangoon, as the
time to leave the sprawling
house on Nepal
Bhattacharya Street,
approaches.

SGPC starts nationwide
signature campaign

Amritsar, Dec 01 (PTI) 

The SGPC on Thursday
began a nationwide signa-
ture campaign for release
of ‘Bandi Singhs’ (Sikh
prisoners), which it claims
are lodged in different
prisons despite having
completed their jail sen-
tences. Different centres
were set up for the signa-
ture campaign in around
25 gurdwaras in Punjab

and Haryana, the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) officials said.

Several people signed
the plea prepared by the
Sikh body at these centres,
they said. In Anandpur
Sahib, the signature cam-
paign was started at Takht
Sri Kesgarh Sahib after an
‘ardas’ (Sikh prayer) was
offered by Jathedar of this
Takht, Giani Raghbir
Singh. Speaking on the oc-
casion, SGPC chief
Harjinder Singh Dhami
said the apex gurdwara
body has been raising its

voice for the release of
‘Bandi Singhs’ for a long
time and has sent resolu-
tions passed during
SGPC’s general houses to
the governments.

He also accused the gov-
ernment of having a nega-
tive attitude towards the
matter.

“The government are
deliberately violating
human rights and are not
releasing ‘Bandi Singhs’,”
Dhami said.

In his argument for Sikh
prisoners’ release, he cited
the release Rajiv Gandhi’s
assassins and remission of

sentence of convicts in the
2002 Bilkis Bano gang-rape
case. “To open the ears of
the governments, the
SGPC has now started a
nationwide signature cam-
paign, under which lakhs
of proformas will be filled
and will be handed over to
the Governor of Punjab
after a one-day protest at
Chandigarh,” said Dhami.

He said that the body
will ask people from
across religions to support
the initiative and will also
approach the
International Human
Rights Organisation.

RAISING DAY REHEARSAL

Border Security Force (BSF) personnel rehearse for the 58th BSF Raising Day function
at Guru Nanak Dev University, in Amritsar, Thursday.

NEW RULES PROTESTED

Boatmen protest by stopping the operation of their boats against the new rules by

the Varanasi District Administration, in Varanasi, Thursday.

BRIEF

Book Fair 
 Kolkata: The 46th

edition of Kolkata
International Book
Fair will be held from
January 30 to
February 12, 2023,
and Spain will be the
focal theme country,
organisers said. West
Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee will inaugu-
rate the book fair on
January 30 at the
Central Park in Salt
Lake, Publishers and
Booksellers Guild,
organisers of the
book fair, announced
at a news conference
here on Wednesday.

Bail
 Hyderabad: The

Telangana High
Court on Thursday
granted bail to three
accused arrested in
connection with the
case of alleged con-
spiracy to poach four
TRS MLAs. The
court allowed the bail
petitions of
Ramachandra
Bharati alias Satish
Sharma, Nanda
Kumar and
Simhayaji Swamy on
certain conditions.
They were directed
to furnish personal
bonds of Rs 3 lakh
each with 2 sureties
each.

Mishap
 Amroha: Three

people were killed
when their motorcy-
cle rammed into a
tree here, police said
on Thursday. The
deceased were iden-
tified as Subhash
(38), resident of
Sahaniya village in
Bijnor district and
his friends Munnu
(43) and Sandeep
aka Sanju, they
said.

Mechanism 
 Ranchi: Jharkhand

Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on
Thursday rolled out
an online mutation
system to make the
process easier for
people and min-
imise the involve-
ment of middlemen.
Now applicants will
not have to make
rounds of circle of-
fices for mutation of
their lands, which
will be done
through a digital
process, an official
said.

Defaced
 New Delhi: Several

buildings on
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU)
campus were defaced
on Thursday with
anti-Brahmin slo-
gans, photos of
which were shared
on social media.
Students claimed
that the walls in the
School of
International
Studies- II building
were vandalised with
slogans against
Brahmin and Baniya
communities.

A voter shows her inked
finger after casting her
vote during the first
phase of Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Surat, Thursday. 

 To seek release 
of Sikh prisoners

Trial landing of 
aircraft carried out
successfully

An artwork inside a 120-year-old house which is about to be broken down, at Kalighat in Kolkata. 

 Seeks his resignation

 For paid internship
scheme



PROMOTING CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

Divers perform during an event to promote upcoming Christmas festival at the Coex Aquarium in Seoul, South

Korea, Thursday. Christmas is one of the biggest holidays celebrated in South Korea.

FORMAL MEETING

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, shakes hands with European

Council President Charles Michel before their meeting at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday.
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Hong Kong, Dec 01 (AP):

Videos of hundreds protest-
ing in Shanghai started to ap-
pear on WeChat Saturday
night.

Showing chants about re-
moving COVID-19 restrictions
and demanding freedom, they
would only stay up for only
minutes before being cen-
sored. Elliot Wang, a 26-year-
old in Beijing, was amazed. “I
started refreshing constantly,
and saving videos, and taking
screenshots of what I could
before it got censored,” said
Wang, who only agreed to be
quoted using his English
name, in fear of government
retaliation. “A lot of my
friends were sharing the

videos of the protests in
Shanghai. I shared them too,
but they would get taken down
quickly.” That Wang was able
to glimpse the extraordinary
outpouring of grievances
highlights the cat-and-mouse
game that goes on between
millions of Chinese internet
users and the country’s gar-
gantuan censorship machine.
Chinese authorities maintain
a tight grip on the country’s
internet via a complex, multi-
layered censorship operation
that blocks access to almost all
foreign news and social
media, and blocks topics and
keywords considered political-
ly sensitive or detrimental to
the Chinese Communist
Party’s rule.

Chinese users play cat-and-mouse
with censors amid protests

Islamabad, Dec 01 (PTI):

A Pakistani delegation
holding talks with their
Russian counterparts has
asked for a 30-40 per cent
discount on crude oil, a de-
mand turned down by
Moscow which said it
could not offer anything
right now as all volumes
were committed, according
to a media report on
Thursday.

The delegation compris-
ing State Minister for
Petroleum Musadik Malik,
Secretary Petroleum Capt
(retd) Muhammad
Mahmood, joint secretary
and officials of the
Pakistan Embassy in
Moscow asked for a dis-

count during talks in
Moscow on Wednesday,
The News reported.

The talks ended with no
cogent conclusion but the
Russian side promised to
consider Pakistan’s de-
mand and to share its deci-
sion later on through diplo-
matic channels, the paper
said, citing its sources.

The paper said that
Russia can offer crude at
the rates it is providing to
its large client countries,
which are reliable and
sound economies, at a suit-
able time. Right now all
volumes are committed
with big buyers, sources
said. The Russian side
asked Pakistan to first hon-
our its commitment to the

flagship project of the
much-touted Pakistan
Stream Gas Pipeline
(PSGP) to be constructed
from Karachi to Lahore.

Pakistan’s official dele-
gation left for Moscow on
November 29 on a three-
day visit for talks with the
Russian authorities to ex-
plore possibilities of im-
port of crude oil at a dis-
counted price, mode of
payment and shipment
cost.

Citing industrial min-
istry sources, the paper
said that Russian crude oil
can be processed in
Pakistan’s refineries, and
in the past one private re-
finery had used Russian
crude oil to deliver finished

products.
The US has made it clear

that it has no objections to
Pakistan importing
Russian crude oil, saying
Washington does not cur-
rently have sanctions in
place against Russian ener-
gy exports to other coun-
tries.

“We recognise the pres-
sure that governments are
facing to secure affordable
fuel supplies,” the paper
quoted a US state depart-
ment official as saying.

“We have been very clear
that each country will have
to make its own choices,
based on its own circum-
stances, in terms of energy
imports,” the official
added.

Pakistan asks Russia for 30-40% discount on crude

oil; Moscow turns down demand

Washington, Dec 01 (AP):

The Voice of America
said Wednesday that
Taliban authorities have
banned FM radio broad-
casts from VOA and
Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty in Afghanistan,
starting Thursday.

VOA said Taliban au-
thorities cited “com-
plaints they have re-
ceived about program-
ming content” without
providing specifics.

VOA and RFE are fund-
ed by the U.S. govern-
ment, though they claim
editorial independence.

The Taliban overran

Afghanistan in August
2021 as American and
NATO forces were in the
final weeks of their pull-
out from the country
after 20 years of war.

Despite initially prom-
ising a more moderate
rule, they have restricted
rights and freedoms and
widely implemented
their harsh interpreta-
tion of Islamic law, or
Sharia. Abdul Qahar
Balkhi, the spokesman
for the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, told The
Associated Press
Thursday that
Afghanistan has press
laws and any network

found “repeatedly contra-
vening” these laws will
have their privilege of
working in the country
taken away.

“VOA and Azadi Radio
(Radio Liberty) failed to
adhere to these laws,
were found as repeat of-
fenders, failed to show
professionalism and were
therefore shut down,” he
said.

The advocacy group
Reporters Without
Borders said recently
that Afghanistan has lost
40% of its media outlets
and 60% of its journalists
since the Taliban
takeover.

Taliban silence Voice of America
broadcasts in AfghanistanMoscow, Dec 01 (AP):

Russia’s foreign minis-
ter on Thursday accused
the West of becoming di-
rectly involved in the con-
flict in Ukraine by sup-
plying it with weapons
and training its soldiers.

Sergey Lavrov also said
that Russia’s strikes on
Ukrainian energy facili-
ties and other key infra-
structure that have left
millions without power,
heating and water were
intended to weaken
Ukraine’s military poten-
tial and derail the ship-
ments of Western
weapons.

“You shouldn’t say that
the US and NATO aren’t
taking part in this war,

you are directly partici-
pating in it,” Lavrov said
in a video call with re-
porters.

“And not just by provid-
ing weapons but also by
training personnel. You
are training their mili-
tary on your territory, on
the territories of Britain,
Germany, Italy and other
countries.”

He said that the bar-
rage of Russian missile
strikes was intended to
“knock out energy facili-
ties that allow you to keep
pumping deadly weapons
into Ukraine in order to
kill the Russians.”

“The infrastructure
that is targeted by those
attacks is used to ensure
the combat potential of

the Ukrainian armed
forces and the nationalist
battalions,” Lavrov said.

Ukraine and the West
have accused Russia of
targeting key civilian in-
frastructure in order to
reduce morale and force
Ukraine into peace talks
on Moscow’s conditions.

Lavrov insisted that
Moscow remains open for
talks on ending the con-

flict. “We never asked for
talks but always said that
we are ready to listen to
those who are interested
in a negotiated settle-
ment,” Lavrov said.

The Kremlin has urged
Ukraine to acknowledge
Crimea, which Moscow
annexed from Ukraine in
2014, as part of Russia
and recognise other land
gains that Russia has
made since sending its
troops into Ukraine on
February 24. It also has
continued to push for
guarantees that Ukraine
wouldn’t join NATO,
along with vaguely for-
mulated “demilitarisa-
tion” and “denazifica-
tion” goals. Asked if a
meeting between Russian

President Vladimir Putin
and US President Joe
Biden is possible, Lavrov
responded that “we don’t
shun contacts” but added
that “we haven’t yet
heard any serious ideas
yet.”

Lavrov said that US
Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has
raised the issue of US cit-
izens imprisoned in
Russia in a phone call,
but noted that Putin and
Biden agreed to set up a
separate channel of com-
munication between spe-
cial services to discuss
the issue when they met
in Geneva in June 2021.
“It’s working and I hope
that some results will be
achieved,” he added.

Russian FM: US, NATO directly involved in Ukraine conflict

Kathmandu, Dec 01 (PTI):

The Nepali Congress,
which has emerged as the
single largest party in the
parliamentary elections,
has intensified consulta-
tions with other political
parties in its bid to form
the next government, a
senior ruling party leader
said on Thursday.

The Nepali Congress
(NC) has so far bagged 55
seats under direct election
to the House of
Representatives while op-
position CPN-UML has
won 44 seats. So far elec-
tion results of 162 seats
have been declared.

In the 275-member
House of Representatives,
165 will be elected through
direct voting, while the re-
maining 110 will be elected
through a proportional
electoral system. A party
needs at least 138 seats to
form a majority govern-
ment.

Talking to PTI, senior
NC leader and former

deputy prime minister
Prakash Man Singh said
the party has intensified
consultations with vari-
ous other political parties
to form the next govern-
ment.

The party will elect its
Parliamentary Party
leader after the results of
all the seats are out and
the seats to be allocated on

the basis of proportionate
voting system is deter-
mined, said Singh.

Half a dozen leaders
within the NC have ex-
pressed their aspirations
to become the next prime
minister. Singh, 66, is
among the leaders who are
in the race to become the
next prime minister.

Singh, who was elected

as a member of the House
of Representatives from
Kathmandu 1, has been
presenting himself as the
next prime minister, say-
ing that he has worked
from the grassroots to the
number two position in
the party.

Singh, who is in favour
of assuming the leader-
ship role after winning the
trust of NC President Sher
Bahadur Deuba, met with
UML Chairman KP
Sharma Oli on Sunday.

The CPN-Maoist Centre
has got 17 seats, CPN-
Unified Socialist 10,
Lokatantrik Samajwadi
Party 4 and Rashtriya
Janamorcha has bagged
one seat under direct elec-
tion.

The Rastriya
Prajatantra Party and
Janata Samajwadi Party,
the two allies of the oppo-
sition UML, have bagged 7
seats each.

Rastriyia Swotantra
Party and Nagarik
Unmukti Party have won 7
and 3 seats respectively
while Nepal Workers and
Peasants Party has won
one seat. The independent
candidates have won 5
seats.

Nepali Congress wins 55 seats
Starts consultation
with other parties
to form govt
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Social media and human
psyche 

It has been seen that since
the introduction of smart-
phone in the market, many a
thing has changed over time.
These changes have had both
positive and negative impacts
upon society. Among all these
some negative impacts are so-
cial media addiction and the
degradation of patience level
in human psyche and cyber
bullying. It is clear that people
have been losing patience so
perceptibly because of the
growing addiction towards
mobile Internet and it is creat-
ing a bad effect even upon
children's minds. People are
keeping their eyes glued to the
mobile phone screen rather
than reading books. And due
to this, students are also fail-
ing in incorporating proper
concentration in the task of
studying. Thus, on analyzing
the matter closely, we found
that the social media plat-
forms constitute the major
reason for which people have
been getting addicted. Social
media platforms are designed
in such a way that a netizen
can easily get trapped and
every post or content keeps
the person engaged without
giving any opportunity to
take break. So the netizen gen-
erally lose control over this
matter and becomes enslaved
in this world of social media.
As a result, the netizen cannot
help but consume the social
media contents till it releases
dopamine in the brain. So, the
social media is working like
nothing but a drug upon the
human brain and this leads to
loss of patience, concentra-
tion and most importantly,
connection with the real
world. This is so dangerous
that even after knowing all
these adverse effects people
are not aware about using so-
cial media in a healthy way.
Through this esteemed daily, I
urge people to take this issue
seriously and create aware-
ness among regarding
healthy use of mobile phones
and social media in their
daily life.

Arup Jyoti Das, by mail

Apology accepted
It is said that ‘Truth with-

out love is brutality and love
without truth is hypocrisy’.
Truth may be stated bluntly
at the cost of ruffling feath-
ers, or gently without offend-
ing anyone. The jury head
may be well within his rights
to criticise the film on its con-
tent or on technical grounds.
Even so, to call it ‘a propagan-
da and a vulgar movie’ is to
go overboard, especially con-
sidering the close relations
between India and Israel and
the terrible persecution suf-
fered by the Kashmiri
Pandits. Further, unlike the
Jews, who have been histori-
cally persecuted in many
parts of the world, but now
live with dignity in Israel, the
Pandits are persecuted in
their own country! Without a
deep understanding of the
sensitivity involved in the
issue, it is unfortunate for
Lapid to issue such a state-
ment. However, considering
the quick apology by the
Israeli envoy, the issue may be
treated as closed.

V Jayaraman, Chennai
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TO THE EDITOR✍
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Kohima: Naga tribal people in their traditional attire take part in a procession during inaugural day of Hornbill festival at
Kisama village on the outskirts of Kohima, Nagaland, Thursday.

HORNBILL FESTIVAL

T he All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi,
suffered hacking of its servers on November 23. Over 50

of these servers that store patient data and run hospital man-
agement software were out of order. It resulted in a complete
shutdown of computers at this premier hospital that receives on
an average 12,000 new patients every day. After the initial ef-
forts to bring the systems back to work failed, the hospital man-
agement deployed additional staff and tried to run the routine
healthcare services manually. From new patient registrations to
managing the labs, everything was being done manually. On
November 30, the hospital management informed in a state-
ment that the servers have been restored but they are being
sanitized and the hospital functions are still being managed
manually. For seven consecutive days, AIIMS functioned with-
out the support of computers and the internet is beyond reason-
ing. After the servers were exploited, a bevy of investigating
agencies dawned on the scene. It included cyber experts from
Delhi Police, which operates under the Union Ministry of Home,
the National Intelligence Agency (NIA), which specializes in ter-
ror investigation, and the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-IN), the national-level nodal agency to
deal with cyber security incidents. They worked day and night
for seven consecutive days to bring the 50-odd servers at AIIMS
back to life after sanitizing the malware. Media reports suggest-
ed that it was a ransomware attack and there were reports that
hackers demanded Rs 200 crore ($25 million) in cryptocurren-
cies to help bring the system back to life. However, Delhi Police
denied that AIIMS authorities brought the demand for ransom
to their notice. A ransomware attack is one of the social engi-
neering attacks, where the hackers exploit human errors rather
than the system’s safeguards to launch an attack. This kind of
attack is possible when basic data security measures such as
the use of anti-viruses are not followed strictly. Other human er-
rors can include revealing or exposing passwords or such cre-
dentials by falling prey to other social engineering attacks such
as phishing, spear-phishing, pretexting, baiting, or scareware.
Last month, in Brazil, the government-run Bank of Brasilia suf-
fered a similar ransomware attack and hackers stole away im-
portant but protected data that even they could not breach into.
They asked for 50 bitcoin (BTC) from the bank to return the
data. While the bank did not say anything on the matter, it’s be-
lieved that it did pay 50 BTC to the hackers to secure the stolen
data back from the hackers. Cyber attacks such as ransomware
attacks are very common as the hackers are experts in IT and
software. They use the weaknesses in the cyber security system
to steal data and sometimes money as in the case of cryptocur-
rencies, which are essentially blockchain-encrypted data. Given
this, the ransomware attack on AIIMS servers was not exactly a
highly advanced technical coup on India’s IT and cyber security
capabilities. It was plain negligence and lack of professionalism
of those who were supposed to ensure strict adherence to the
standard operating procedure while dealing with critical IT com-
ponents at this premier hospital. Reports suggest that the
breach has exposed the hospital data of 30-40 million patients
including VIPs such as former prime ministers and ministers.
This data can be sold on the dark net and may come to haunt big
targets including government agencies. Two days ago, media
reports said that WhatsApp data including phone numbers of
500 million users were available for sale on the dark net. While
WhatsApp said the reports are false, news platform CyberNews
claimed that the dataset for the US (33 million users), UK (11
million users), and Germany (6 million users) was available for
$7000, $2500, and $2000, respectively. The data of 6.1 million
Indian users was available to the highest bidder. These inci-
dents of data breaches come at a time when India, a significant
market for both data generation and consumption, is consider-
ing a new bill to ensure the protection and privacy of personal
data. While adequate law is a great protection against the illegal
use of data, learning from the AIIMS incident, India also needs
to develop a responsible and sincere work culture that accords
top priority to data protection. It includes adequate cyber secu-
rity and data safety measures. 

Dr Nipanka Goswami

S urgery has always been a neglected child or accepted as a
stepchild in the Global health scenario, rather perceived as

a Cinderella of the Global health agenda while anaesthetic care
is termed as the invisible friend of the stepchild. Dr Halfdan T
Mehler, a former WHO Director General (1980) said, "A vast ma-
jority of the world's population has no access whatsoever to
skilled surgical care and very little is being done to find a solu-
tion". Lancet Commission on Global Heath stated that nearly
70% of the world's population lacks access to safe, affordable
surgical and anaesthetic care. As per the surgical registry, an es-
timated 266 million surgeries are performed every year and the
majority of those are restricted to the developed or high-income
group but poorer countries comprise less than 4% only. Hence,
as many as 143 million people per year need surgery in low and
middle-income settings, which is indeed giving rise to a 'surgical
disease burden' and thus hampering a state or nation's econo-
my. The Lancet study estimated that the failure to improve surgi-
cal care in developing countries would translate into a 12.3 tril-
lion dollar loss of economic output by 2030. Health economics
entails a study on how individuals and healthcare providers can
devise a cost-effective plan on an economic model by cost-relat-
ed studies, for facilitating fund allocation from limited resources
in a developing or poor country. But to keep pace with the eco-
nomic progress, the vibrant and performing group of people
should fall under the purview of a strategy which will provide
safe and affordable healthcare including that surgery. A key
component is financial risk protection – the need to protect indi-
viduals from financial hardship while accessing healthcare, par-
ticularly in those opting for surgery in trauma, neoplasm, neona-
tal, maternal and digestive systems. A lot many falling into the
low-income group usually faces economic devastation during
any surgical care given to them and this induces economic fear
resulting in less turnover falling around 11% for elective surger-
ies. Now to reduce the pending surgery load in a community or
region, the surgeons need to innovate, introspect and investigate
cost-effectiveness in applying open or keyhole (Laparoscopic)
surgery for delivering quick and good surgical health, and thus
making the commoners fit to work and contribute for boosting
the state or country's economy.

Surgeon and economy: 
An overview

Hacking of AIIMS servers exposes
incompetence of IT professionals

T his is a pivotal moment in
the history of India’s

diplomatic relations. India as-
sumes the presidency of the
Group of Twenty (G20); an inter-
governmental forum comprising
the world’s largest economies.
Established in 1999, this group-
ing constitutes two-thirds of the
world’s population, 75 % of glob-
al trade, and over 80 percent of
the global Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). To put it simply,
the G20 wields the strongest po-
litical influence in terms of glob-
al policy in the world, making it
the premier platform to deliber-
ate on the foremost pressing is-
sues of our time — susta devel-
opment goals, climate action,
food security, public health sys-
tems, and digital transformation
to name just a few.

With the G20 presidency, India
has the opportunity to set the
agenda, rather than respond to
it; acting as the de facto repre-
sentative for the interests of the
Global South and developing
world. As a nation with a rich
history of alliance-building and
the greatest youth population in
the world — as of May, over half
the population (52%) was below
30 — India possesses consider-
able demographic and geopoliti-
cal leverage, making the presi-
dency an opportune moment to
centre its priorities, as well as
share its best practices with the
world. 43 Heads of Delegations
— the largest ever in G20 — will
be participating in the final New
Delhi Summit in September

next year; indicating that India’s
leadership has every intention
to be “inclusive, ambitious, deci-
sive, and action-oriented,” as
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced in Bali this year.

The opportunity to lead G20
comes at a time of compounding
existential threat, with the
COVID-19 pandemic having ex-
posed the fragility of our sys-
tems under the disastrous cas-
cading impacts of climate
change. In this regard, climate
action is a key priority for India’s
presidential agenda, with a par-
ticular focus towards not only cli-
mate finance and technology, but
ensuring just energy transitions
for developing nations across the
world. With the unique challenge
of needing to industrialise with-
out carbonising, India’s massive
expansion of Green Hydrogen,
presently aimed at an annual
production capacity of 25 million
tons by 2047, will make it an ex-
porter of clean energy technolo-
gy in the years to come.
Understanding that the issue of
climate change cuts across in-
dustry, society, and sectors, India
offers the world LiFE (Lifestyle
for Environment) — a behaviour-
based movement that draws from
our nation’s rich, ancient sus-
tainable traditions to nudge con-
sumers, and in-turn markets, to
adopt environmentally-con-
scious practices.

The COVID-19 pandemic has
also severely set-back years of
developmental progress, as the
United Nations (UN)

Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) were backgrounded in
favour of more immediate pub-
lic-health and food crises. As a
collective of leaders, the G20
must reinforce and accelerate its
commitment to achieving the
SDGs — that promises its people
a better, cleaner, healthier, and
more prosperous planet. To ad-
dress contemporary challenges,
the world needs contemporary
institutions that equitably and
effectively reflect modern reali-
ties of a diverse, dynamic world.
India’s G20 priority will be to
continue pressing for reformed
multilateralism that creates
more accountable and inclusive
international organisations.

The Indian government con-
tinues to effectively use digital
technology to overcome social
and economic barriers. This G20
presidency is India’s chance to
share its knowledge with the
world. Having successfully im-
plemented the world’s largest
biometric ID system (Aadhar),
and enabled 50x more direct
transfer of benefits between
2014 and 2022, India is in a piv-
otal position to shape conversa-
tions around digital public
goods and the use of data for de-
velopment. In October 2022,
India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) processed 7 bil-
lion transactions — the equiva-
lent of 230 million transactions
a day, showing that it is possible
to undertake and successfully
implement a financial inclusion
model at this scale. As G20 lead,
India can foreground its belief
in a human-centric approach to
technology, and facilitate
greater knowledge-sharing in
priority areas like public digital
infrastructure, financial inclu-
sion, and tech-enabled develop-
ment in sectors ranging from
agriculture to education. In par-
ticular, India’s programs aimed
at financial inclusion, like the
JAM Trinity, have granted sig-
nificant financial autonomy to
Indian women, making them ac-

tive stakeholders in the deci-
sion-making of their house-
holds — 56% of account holders
are now women, with 23 crore
previously un-banked women
now having accounts.

While 2023 is set to be a golden
year for India’s global reputa-
tion, the mandate of facilitating
consensus-driven policy frame-
works is not an easy one. The na-
tion is inheriting the G20 presi-
dency in midst of an increasing-
ly polarised world order, with the
Russia-Ukraine conflict threat-
ening to eclipse broader develop-
mental agendas and geopolitical
relations between the world’s
leading superpowers continuing
to grow more tense. The global
economy is now staring at an im-
pending recession and an all-
time high global-debt, while
countries continue to grapple
with worsening food security
and disrupted supply chains. In
this environment, India has the
opportunity to emerge as a unifi-
er and purveyor of harmony.
The country, led by PM Modi in
the Group of 20 summit in Bali,
played an indispensable role in
forging a consensus on the draft
G20 communique. The PM’s
words “Today’s era must not be
of war” were reflected directly
in the Leader’s Declaration,
breaking the decision deadlock
and cementing India’s position
as a broker of peace. As old cen-
tres of power give way to young,
vibrant nations on the brink of
exponential economic and social
growth, India’s ambitious, ac-
tion-oriented presidency has the
potential to reorient this high-
level coalition towards the inter-
ests and needs of the less privi-
leged. During its presidency,
India will continue to turn glob-
al challenges into opportunities
for change, by remembering
that our efforts must be directed
towards our One Earth, One
Family, One Future.

(Author is G20 Sherpa,
Government of India. He is

Ex- CEO , Niti Aayog. )

People’s Presidency: Why G20 
India Mattersfor Every Citizen

O verweight women are
more likely to experi-

ence symptoms of long
Covid, according to a new re-
search. The study from the
University of East Anglia
(UEA) shows that having a
higher Body Mass Index
(BMI) is linked with the con-
dition, and that women are
more likely to experience
long Covid than men. It is one
of the largest studies on long
Covid in the UK, the study
said. The research, published
in PLOS Global Public
Health, also shows that peo-
ple with long Covid were
much more likely to need ad-
ditional, and often lasting,
care at the National Health
System (NHS) than those who
make a swift recovery.

"Long Covid is a complex
condition that develops during

or after having Covid, and it is
classified as such when symp-
toms continue for more than
12 weeks," said Professor
Vassilios Vassiliou, from
UEA's Norwich Medical
School. "Just over two million
people in the UK are thought
to suffer with long Covid and it
affects people in different
ways. Breathlessness, a cough,
heart palpitations, headaches,
and severe fatigue are among
the most prevalent symp-
toms," said Vassiliou.

"Other symptoms may in-
clude chest pain or tightness,
brain fog, insomnia, dizziness,
joint pain, depression and
anxiety, tinnitus, loss of ap-
petite, headaches, and
changes to sense of smell or
taste," said Vassiliou. "We
wanted to find out what fac-
tors might make people more

or less susceptible to develop-
ing long Covid," said
Vassiliou. The research team
surveyed patients in Norfolk,
UK, who had received a posi-
tive Covid PCR test result in
2020. A total of 1,487 people
took part in an online survey
which covered long-Covid
symptoms such as breathless-
ness, chest pain, fatigue, mem-
ory problems, and anxiety.

They found that more than
half of the participants (774)
were experiencing at least one
long Covid symptom, showing
a high self-reported preva-
lence. Next, they looked to see
what factors might make peo-
ple more or less likely to suffer
the condition by looking at the
participants' medical records.
Factors including BMI, sex,
medication use, other health
conditions, and whether they

lived in a deprived area were
taken into account. "We show
that more than a half of the
survey respondents who test-
ed positive for Covid in the
East of England during the
first year of the pandemic
went on to report long Covid
symptoms," said Vassiliou.

"All of these people were in-
fected in the months before the
Covid vaccination programme
was rolled out and they suf-
fered from numerous new
symptoms that were not pres-
ent before their Covid infec-
tion," said Vassiliou.
"Interestingly, we found that
more women than men had
long Covid symptoms. We also
found that having a higher
BMI was linked with long
Covid." "This is really impor-
tant because information like
this can be used to profile

those people who are 'at risk' of
developing long Covid," said
Vassiliou. "We also found that
people with long Covid were
over three times more likely to
use healthcare services than
those who didn't display long
Covid symptoms," said
Vassiliou. "We hope that our
work will help policymakers
plan local services and also in-
form the wider public of the
scale of the long Covid pan-
demic," said Vassiliou.

"When COVID-19 struck it
was new to everyone. All clini-
cians and the wider health and
care system worked extremely
hard together to deal with the
impacts of the virus and pro-
tect our people and communi-
ties," said Dr. Mark Lim, inter-
im service director of the
Norfolk and Waveney
Integrated Care Board.

Long Covid linked with increased body weight

AMITABH KANT 
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BRIEF

G20 presidency

New Delhi: President
Droupadi Murmu on
Thursday extended
her best wishes to
‘TeamIndia’ for a suc-
cessful G20 presidency
under the theme
‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’. India
formally assumed the
G20 Presidency on
December 1. “India as-
sumes the Presidency
of #G20 today. On this
occasion, I extend my
best wishes to
#TeamIndia for a suc-
cessful Presidency
under the theme
Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam. In the
time-honoured tradi-
tion of Atithi Devo
Bhava, I welcome all
the delegates to
India,” Murmu tweet-
ed. ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ means
world is one family.
India was handed over
the presidency of the
influential bloc at the
end of the two-day G20
summit in Bali, host-
ed by Indonesia last
month.

Appointment

New Delhi: Romal
Shetty will take over
as the Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of
Deloitte India from
April 1, 2023. Shetty,
who currently heads
the consulting prac-
tice of the firm, will
replace N Venkatram,
who will be in office
till March 2023. In an
email to its employees,
the company said that
Deloitte India has se-
lected Romal Shetty as
the next CEO of the
organisation. The se-
lection came through
the ratification
process wherein the
partners affirmed his
name, the email said.
Shetty is currently the
leader and President
of the consulting prac-
tice for Deloitte India.
He is also a member of
the Deloitte global
consulting executive,
a member of the
Deloitte India execu-
tive committee, and
the regional leader for
Deloitte in South
India. With over 26
years of experience,
he specialises in lead-
ing large and complex
transformation pro-
grammes across the
business and technol-
ogy domains.

Investors cautioned
New Delhi: The
National Stock
Exchange (NSE) cau-
tioned investors not to
fall prey to investment
plans that promise
guaranteed returns.
The country’s largest
bourse warning
comes against the
backdrop of instances
of unregistered enti-
ties soliciting invest-
ments through
YouTube and
Telegram Channels.
The exchange pointed
out that these entities
are not registered ei-
ther as a member or
authorised person of
any registered mem-
ber of the NSE.

‘INFOCOM 2022’

West Bengal Governor CV Ananda Bose interacts with Kiran Karnik, former prersident, NASSCOM, during the
‘INFOCOM 2022’, in Kolkata, Thursday, Dec.1.

New Delhi, Dec 01:  

Manufacturing activi-
ties in India touched a
three-month high in
November as new orders
and exports expanded
boosted by demand re-
silience and substantial
easing of cost pressure, ac-
cording to a monthly sur-
vey released on Thursday.
The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers’
Index (PMI) stood at 55.7 in
November, up from 55.3 in
October, signalling the
strongest improvement in
operating conditions in
three months. The
November PMI data point-
ed to an improvement in
overall operating condi-
tions for the 17th straight
month. In PMI parlance, a
print above 50 means ex-
pansion while a score
below 50 indicates contrac-
tion. “It was business as

usual for goods producers,
who lifted production vol-
umes to the greatest extent
in three months amid im-
pressive evidence of de-
mand resilience. New or-
ders and exports expanded
markedly in the latest
month,” Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global Market
Intelligence, said.
Moreover, firms were
strongly confident towards
growth prospects, with op-
timism driving another
round of job creation and
restocking initiatives.
Buying levels expanded at
a marked and accelerated
rate as firms also sought to
benefit from relatively
mild price pressures.
“Survey participants were
also strongly confident in
both the buoyancy of de-
mand for their goods and
their ability to further lift
production in 2023. The
level of positive sentiment

recorded in November was
the best in nearly eight
years,” Lima said.

On the prices front,
input cost inflation reced-
ed to the joint-weakest rate
in 28 months, while
charges rose at the slowest
pace since February.

“Companies were also
aided by a substantial cool-
ing of cost pressures in
November, a factor that
prompted them to pur-
chase more inputs and add
to their inventories. “The
overall rate of input cost
inflation slipped to the
joint-lowest in 28 months.
Buyers of Indian manufac-
tured goods likewise
gained from this retreat in
cost inflation, as 92 per
cent of surveyed firms left
their selling prices un-
changed from October,”
Lima said. On the jobs
front, the survey said that
employment rose solidly,
and for the ninth month in
a row.

India’s mfg PMI hits
3-month high in Nov 

Amid expansion in production, slowdown in inflation

New Delhi, Dec 01: 

The collections from
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) grew by 11 per cent
to about Rs 1.46 lakh crore
in November on increased
consumer spending and
better compliance. This is
the ninth month in a row
that the revenues have re-
mained above the Rs 1.4
lakh crore mark. However,
the collection in
November was the lowest
since August. In October,
GST collections had
touched the second-high-
est level of Rs 1.52 lakh
crore on festive spending.
The gross GST revenue
collected in the month of
November 2022 is Rs
1,45,867 crore of which
Central GST is Rs 25,681

crore, State GST is Rs
32,651 crore, Integrated
GST is Rs 77,103 crore (in-
cluding Rs 38,635 crore col-
lected on import of goods)
and cess is Rs 10,433 crore
(including Rs 817 crore col-
lected on import of goods).
“The revenues for the
month of November 2022
are 11 per cent higher than
the GST revenues in the
same month last year,
which itself was Rs
1,31,526 crore,” the
Finance Ministry said in a
statement. KPMG Partner
Indirect Tax Abhishek

Jain said continuing fes-
tive procurements, year-
end reconciliations of
input tax credits, credit
notes, etc. would have
played a significant role in
the GST revenue uptick.
N.A. Shah Associates,
Partner, Indirect Tax,
Parag Mehta said the
major factors for the in-
crease in collections are
the festive and wedding
seasons.

“There has also been a
major increase in sales for
real estate and vehicle
markets. Overall, there is
substantial spending by
consumers. Further, the
authorities have been
cracking down on tax
evaders, defaulters, fake
invoice instances etc,”
Mehta said.

GST mop up grows 11% 
to Rs 1.46 lakh cr in NovNew Delhi, Dec 01: 

The government on
Thursday launched
DigiYatra which will pro-
vide a seamless entry and
embarkation process for
air passengers at the air-
ports in the national capi-
tal, Bangalore and
Varanasi. After launching
DigiYatra, which is based
on facial recognition tech-
nology, at the airport in
Delhi, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said data shared
by the passengers will be
stored in an encrypted for-
mat and in a decentralised
manner. DigiYatra will be
launched at four more air-
ports — Hyderabad, Pune,
Vijayawada and Kolkata —
by March next year. Later,
DigiYatra will be rapidly
rolled out across all other
airports, Scindia said at a

briefing here. The airlines
that operate in these three
airports — Delhi,
Bangalore and Varanasi —

are fundamentally on-
board, he said with respect
to DigiYatra. It will be
available for passengers

taking domestic flights.
DigiYatra app is available
on Android and ioS plat-
forms. Currently at the
Delhi airport, DigiYatra
will be available for pas-
sengers taking domestic
flights from Terminal 3
(T3). Amid concerns in
certain quarters about
data theft and privacy is-
sues, Scindia said the data
shared for DigiYatra will
be stored in an encrypted
format in a decentralised
manner. “First, we
thought of a centralised
system that would house
all the data but then issues
of privacy, data theft,
rightfully came up. So, we
moved to a decentralised
system which would house
the passenger informa-
tion.. on the mobile
phones of every single
passenger,” the minister
said.

Govt launches DigiYatra for passengers at 3 airports

Union Minister for Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia
addresses the media after the launch of DigiYatra facil-
ity at Terminal 3 of Indira Gandhi International Airport
in New Delhi, Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022. DigiYatra is con-
ceived to achieve contactless, seamless processing of
passengers at airports based on Facial Recognition
Technology

MMuummbbaaii,,  DDeecc  0011::  CEAT Ltd.,
India’s leading tyre manufac-
turer, unveiled Cross Drive, its
high-performance, all-terrain
tyres for SUVs in India. Cross
Drive incorporates CEAT’s cut-
ting-edge 3D sipe technology
and robust shoulder design
that helps the tyre adapt to all-
terrain applications. The tyre’s
new carbon black tread com-
pounds offer better grip as well
as improved fuel efficiency and

have been extensively tested
on the state-of-the-art auto
testing track ‘NATRAX’ in
Indore and mild off-roading
near Indore. 

Cross Drive tyres have been
specifically designed for usage
across all 4X2 and 4X4 type of
SUVs. Cross Drive is available
in various sizes across all lead
tyreshops including CEAT’s
exclusive outlets; CEAT Shoppe
and Tyre Stop.CEAT has

already started partnering with
OEM’s like Mahindra to provide
Cross Drive for their spe-
cialised all-terrain vehicles like
Thar. CEAT also plans to launch
Cross Drive tyres in the global
market soon.

Commenting on the launch,
Mr Arnab Banerjee, Chief
Operating Officer, CEAT Tyres
Ltd., said, “Cross Drive is one
of our premium offerings in the
all-terrain tyre segment for
SUVs. The introduction of new
technology and designs for
Cross Drive tyres will help our
consumers to conquer chal-
lenging and diverse terrains
with safety, while also improv-
ing the fuel efficiency of the
vehicle. We have extensively
tested Cross Drive for off-road-
ing capabilities and city use
and it provides an experience
which is the best of both
worlds. 

CEAT launches Cross Drive, a new
all-terrain tyre for SUVs in India

Mumbai, Dec 01: 

Before the winter
breeze sets in, shop for all
your season’s essentials
at great offers under one
roof during the‘Home
Shopping Spree’on
Amazon.in. Be it playing
sports or a night in to
snuggle in bed to watch
your favorite movies and
shows, customers can
browse through a wide
selection of products to
fulfil their distinct needs.
While shopping, cus-
tomers can avail a host of
exciting offers and up to
70% off on winter essen-
tials including home &
kitchen appliances from
brands such as Vega,
Bajaj, Havells, Crompton,
Milton, Philips, Eureka

Forbes, Usha, Livpure,
Sleepy Cat, Mortein,
Plantex, Green Soul and
much more from 1st to
4th December 2022.
During the ‘Home
Shopping Spree’ on
Amazon.in, can collect
coupons here and get
10% cashback up to INR
150 on purchase of INR
1500 & above.
Additionally, if you’re a
football lover, cheer for
your favorite team kitted
out in your team’s colors
during the 2022 FIFA
World Cup. Shop from
the convenience of your
home from the specially
curated Football World
Cup Storewhich will be
live from 2nd – 4th
December on
Amazon.in.

Amazon.in offers up to 70%
off on winter essentials

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  DDeecc  0011::  Petrol and
diesel sales in India saw a dou-
ble-digit year-on-year growth
in November as increased
demand from the agriculture
sector helped build on the
momentum generated by the
festive season, preliminary
industry data showed on
Thursday. Petrol sales soared
11.7 per cent to 2.66 million
tonnes in November, as com-
pared to 2.38 million tonnes of
consumption in the same
month last year. Sales were
10.7 per cent higher than in
COVID-marred November 2020

and 16.2 per cent more than in
pre-pandemic November 2019.
Month-on-month, the demand
was up 1.3 per cent on the
high-base festive season creat-
ed in October. Diesel, the most
used fuel in the country, posted
a 27.6 per cent rise in sales in
November to 7.32 million
tonnes, as compared to the
same month last year.
Consumption was up 17.4 per
cent over November 2020 and
9.4 per cent higher than pre-
COVID 2019. The fuel has seen
a rise in sales month-on-month
since September.

Petrol, diesel sales see
double-digit growth in Nov

Bhubaneswar, Dec 01: 

Claiming that Odisha is
destined to become a tril-
lion-dollar economy in the
near future, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Thursday assured business
leaders of all support in
launching their projects in
the state. Patnaik said this
while addressing the plena-
ry session of the third edi-
tion of the Make In Odisha’
conclave, the state’s busi-
ness summit, attended by
Arcelor Mittal Executive
Chairman L N Mittal,
Chairman of Vedanta
Resources Anil Agarwal,
JSW chief Sajjan Jindal,
JSPL Chairman Naveen
Jindal, Adani Group’s
Karan Goutam Adani and
others. “Odisha is destined

to become a trillion-dollar
economy in near future.
We will emerge as the gate-
way to East and South East
Asia. I invite you to come
and invest in a New
Odisha,” the chief minis-
ter said. Patnaik assured
the corporate honchos that
the state government will

run the extra mile to make
the investors comfortable
in Odisha. “We will walk
along your side and make
sure your dreams as an en-
trepreneur are realised,”
he said. Patnaik said there
is a stable government in
the state for the past 22
years and Odisha’s fiscal

prudence and economic
management have been ap-
preciated across the coun-
try. “Odisha is one of the
few states with adequate
revenues to undertake
large-scale infrastructure
projects. Our investor-
friendly initiatives and
transformatory gover-
nance have put us on a
journey of progress and
prosperity,” he informed
the captains of the indus-
try. Claiming that Odisha’s
industrial policy offers
support and incentives
which are “beyond the best
in the country”, the chief
minister said that the state
is going to launch new poli-
cies in the sectors of
tourism, renewable energy,
apparel and textile, food
processing and exports.

Patnaik woos investors, claims Odisha 
destined to emerge trillion-dollar economy

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik during Make in
Odisha Conclave 2022, in Bhubaneswar, Thursday, Dec. 1.

New Delhi, Dec 01: 

The government will
launch the fourth tranche
of Bharat Bond ETF,
India’s first corporate
bond exchange traded
fund, from Friday. The
new fund offer of the ETF
will open on December 2
and close for subscription
on December 8, Edelweiss
Mutual Fund, which man-
ages the fund, said in a
statement on Thursday.
The funds raised would be
utilised for undertaking
capital expenditures by
central public sector en-
terprises (CPSEs).

This new Bharat Bond
ETF and Bharat Bond
Fund of Fund (FOF) se-
ries will mature in April
2033. Through the launch

of this new series in the
fourth tranche, the gov-
ernment proposes to raise
an initial amount of Rs
1,000 crore with a green
shoe option of Rs 4,000
crore. In December last
year, the government had
launched the third
tranche with a base issue
size of Rs 1,000 crore. It
was over-subscribed 6.2
times with bids worth Rs
6,200 crore coming in. The
maiden offering of Bharat
Bond ETF was launched
in 2019, helping CPSEs
raise Rs 12,400 crore. In
the second and third
tranches, it had raised Rs
11,000 crore and Rs 6,200
crore, respectively. The
ETF has raised Rs 29,600
crore in its three offerings
so far. “Bharat Bond ETF

programme has received
an enthusiastic response
from all categories of in-
vestors since its launch.
Bharat Bond has created a
unique opportunity for all
Indian investors to invest
in PSU Bonds and fuel
India’s growth story,”
Tuhin Kanta Pandey,
Secretary, DIPAM,
Ministry of Finance, said.
Bharat Bond ETF invests
only in ‘AAA’-rated bonds
of public sector compa-
nies.

Since its launch in 2019,
the asset under manage-
ment (AUM) of the ETF
has crossed the Rs 50,000
crore-mark. So far, five
maturities of Bharat
Bond ETFs have been
launched — 2023, 2025,
2030, 2031, & 2032.

Govt to launch fourth tranche
of Bharat Bond ETF from today

ACROSS

1. Songstress ____ McEntire

5. Fir or poplar

9. ____ beef

14. Steel ingredient

15. German title

16. U.S. symbol

17. Camp leader

19. Slalom participant

20. Respected

21. Theater walkways

22. Shooting stars

24. Supplement

25. Animated deer

29. Ceremonial act

31. Military command (2 wds.)

33. French preposition

34. Ear part

38. Cruise and Hanks

39. Rent contract

41. Power source

42. Dog’s name

43. Place

44. Type of staircase

46. Washstand item

48. Result

49. Is able

52. Make bigger

56. Excuses

58. Housing agents

63. Professional speedster

64. Wearing fancy clothes (2 wds.)

65. Modify

66. Medicine amount

67. Snout

68. Upper body

69. Flock females

70. Doodled

DOWN

1. Paddy product

2. Greek mythology figure

3. Boxing contest

4. Actress ____ Bancroft

5. Essay topic

6. Rent again

7. Wear down

8. Make a mistake

9. Fight back

10. Acorn producers

11. Nimble

12. Streamlined

13. Succinct

18. Large trucks

21. Gets up

23. Sources of metal

25. Flying mammals

26. Upon

27. Office reminder

28. Sew temporarily
30. Like Santa’s helpers
32. Burstyn and DeGeneres
33. 24 hours
35. Not theirs
36. Sweetheart
37. French female
40. Nobleman’s title
45. Pares
47. Oddball (sl.)
49. Diamond weight
50. San Antonio shrine
51. Kinder
53. Pointer
54. ____ Witherspoon of “Sweet Home
Alabama”
55. Vapors
57. Affleck and Stiller
59. Take care of
60. Smell
61. Trick
62. Erupt
64. President after HST
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W ell-known actress
and TV personality

Archana Puran Singh,
who is seen laughing out
loud at the jokes of Kapil
Sharma on his show, said
that only Bollywood ac-
tress Kajol can take her
place on the show as she
could laugh for hours
without getting tired.
Archana said: “If anyone
can ever take over my
kursi (chair), she is none
other than Kajol.”
Bollywood actress Kajol
appeared on ‘The Kapil
Sharma Show’ (TKSS)
along with her ‘Salaam
Venky’s co-star Vishal
Jethwa and director
Revathi to promote their
film - the story of a caring

mother played by Kajol,
who looks after her termi-
nally-ill son Venky, por-
trayed by Vishal Jethwa.
The film shows her strug-
gle and what she does to

fulfill his wish. Kajol start-
ed her acting career in
1992 with the movie
‘Bekhudi’ though she rose
to fame with ‘Baazigar’.
Later she did movies such

as ‘Dilwale Dulhania Le
Jayenge’, ‘Kuch Kuch
Hota Hai’, ‘Dilwale’ and
now the actress is all set
for her next, which is
Revathi’s directorial
‘Salaam Venky’. The 48-
year-old actress expressed
her excitement about
being part of the show
and added: “I can’t even
explain in words the
amount of fun I have on
the show every time I am
here. I laugh so hard that
the next day my cheeks
hurt and I rethink how I
could laugh non-stop for 3
hours straight.”

‘The Kapil Sharma
Show’ airs on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television.

Archana Puran Singh says only
Kajol can take her place on ‘TKSS’

Soha Ali Khan
joins the 
‘Chhorii’ 

universe with 
its sequel

AA  ctress Soha Ali Khan
has joined the cast of

‘Chhorii 2’. The film is a
sequel to the 2021 Nushrratt
Bharuccha-starrer ‘Chhorii’,
which narrated the story of
a pregnant woman (Sakshi -
played by Nushrratt
Bharuccha) haunted by the
spirit of a woman, who was
murdered by her in-laws.

The sequel is set to pick
up Sakshi’s story from
where it left off in the first
film and will bring back
some key characters as well
as introduce new characters
and monsters, promising to
be even more terrifying than
the first edition.

Talking about entering
the ‘Chhorii’ universe, Soha
said, “I am thrilled to join
the cast and be a part of the
world of ‘Chhorii’. The role
that I play in ‘Chhorii 2’ is
truly unique and a signifi-
cant departure from the
work I have previously been
a part of. I really enjoyed the
first edition of ‘Chhorii’, and
am excited to up the horror
quotient in this edition.”

Vishal Furia, who helmed
the first part of the movie,
is returning to the direc-
tor’s chair yet again for the
sequel, while Nushrratt will
reprise her role of Sakshi
from the first outing, ably
supported by Pallavi Patil
and Saurabh Goyal.

Speaking on the sequel,
director Vishal Furia, said,
“I am thrilled to take the
story of ‘Chhorii’ to the next
level with its sequel. I have
always envisioned ‘Chhorii’
to be a multiple film fran-
chise and am delighted that
my producers are backing
my vision. I am excited to
bring back Nushrratt in the
sequel and to begin a new
journey with a powerhouse
talent like Soha.”

Presented by Gulshan
Kumar & T-Series Films,
‘Chhorii 2’ is an Abundantia
and Psych production in
collaboration with Los
Angeles based Crypt TV.
The film is being produced
by Bhushan Kumar, Krishan
Kumar, Jack Davis and
Vikram Malhotra.

& TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan Jodi of

Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) and
his Dabbang Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
is one of the most loved
on Indian television. The
audience enjoys their
rib-tickling nok-jhok and
their love chemistry. But
do you know what it is
that they enjoy doing to-
gether? While other co-
stars bond over different
things, this duo prefers
to bond over food. That’s
some tasty fare!

Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh,
talks about his love for
food and shares, “Arre
dada! khaano se hamara
rishta sada ke liye hai.
Food can lift my spirits
at any time. My on-
screen wife Rajjo
(Kamna Pathak) shares
the same feelings to-
wards food (laughs). We
both like to try new dish-
es, especially while trav-
elling to another city.
Recently, to celebrate
Dev Deepawali and pro-
mote our show Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan among
Banaras Vaasis, Kamna
and I visited the city of
ghats. On my trip to
Devo ki Nagri, I tried one
of the world’s best
desserts, Malaiyyo. This

heavenly dish is pre-
pared by churning the
milk slowly to create a
creamy texture. The
milk foam is then
flavoured with saffron
and cardamom and gar-
nished with pistachios
and almonds on top, and
it is extraordinarily light
and perfectly sweet.
Also, during Navratri,
when we both visited
Gwalior, Kamna made
me eat poha jalebi, khat-
ta samosa, moong bha-
jiya, and, importantly, in-
door namkeen, which I
relished. Everyone who
enjoys food as much as
we do should keep enjoy-
ing it”.Kamna Pathak,
a k a R a j e s h S i n g h ,
shared, “Food has al-
ways been at the top of

my priority list (laughs).
I am from Indore, and
you should know how
well-known the city is for
its delectable cuisine. My
on-screen family in
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
especially Daroga Ji
(Yogesh Tripathi), are
foodies like me. We all sit
together at lunchtime to
eat food and share each
other’s tiffin, and believe
me, even after such fill-
ing meals, we always
order something from a
nearby restaurant. We
have a well-known dairy
near our sets in Naigaon,
and we always order
lassi or sweets like gulab
jamun, ras malai, or pa-
neer pakora in the
evening to satisfy our
taste buds. Whenever I

visit another city, I like
to read about its food cul-
ture to try those delight-
ful local delicacies. I re-
cently went to Varanasi
with Yogesh to attend the
world-famous Dev
Deepawali, and we decid-
ed to try the city’s fa-
mous street food. A trip
to Varanasi, in my opin-
ion, is incomplete unless
one indulges in its culi-
nary delights. Our
evening began with kul-
had wali chai and some
delectable samosas
served with tomato, pud-
ina, and coriander chut-
ney. We also went to a fa-
mous sweet shop called
“Pehalwan Ki Lassi,”
where we ate a dish I will
never forget: Makhan
Malaiyyo, a popular win-
ter-season sweet dessert
served in Kulhads.
Normally, people finish
their meals with some-
thing sweet, but the
chaat stalls enticed me
so much that I couldn’t
stop eating mouth-water-
ing gol gappas and the fa-
mous tamatar chaat”.

Catch Yogesh
Tripathi as Daroga
Happu Singh and
Kamna Pathak as
Rajesh Singh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
airing every Monday to
Friday at 10:00 pm!

Yogesh and Kamna
bond over food

T his ‘PlayAlong Shukravaar’
on Friday, 2nd December

2022 at 9 pm Sony
Entertainment Television’s ‘Kaun
Banega Crorepati- Season 14’s
hotseat will be graced by
Chandrashekhar Chaurasiya
from Korba, Chhattisgarh. The
30-year-old government job aspi-
rant will be taking the hotseat
and playing the game with smart
precision. He would also be pre-
senting Mr Bachchan with a spe-
cial art piece, a part of
Chhattisgarh within the four bor-
ders of the canvas. Impressing
host Mr Amitabh Bachchan with
his quick-witted gameplay,
Chandrashekhar would also be
talking about his life narrating
how his grandmother, a huge fan
of Mr Bachchan had once been
very cross with the contestant
because of Mr Bachchan’s limit-
ed screen time in ‘Mohabbatein’.
Coming to the hotseat,
Chandrashekhar would exclaim
how the hotseat is comparable to
God’s worship, “Sir this seat is
like God. The way one meditates
to be closer to God, the same
way one has to pray with auster-
ity to come to the hotseat.” Big
B and Chandrashekhar would be
discussing the paintings of Raja
Ravi Verma, after a question
regarding the great painter of
India. The contestant would then
talk about the painting styles of
Chhattisgarh like Rajwar paint-

ing and Paira art and that he has
learnt these two styles during
the lockdown. Chandrashekhar
would be presenting Mr
Bachchan with a Paira art piece
created by his friend which
would be much appreciated by
the host.    Further in the
episode, the contestant will be
talking about his grandmother
who is a big fan of the host.
Talking about his grandmother’s
reaction when he first received
the call for ‘PlayAlong
Shukravaar’ he would narrate,
“When I got selected for
PlayAlong, my family was happy
but one was blushing, and that
being by nani (grandmother).
She is a huge fan of yours. I’ll tell
you a story. “Mohabbatein” was
in the theatres and we were to
go watch the movie. My grand-
mother was not going and all of
us insisted by saying that it is
Amitabh Bachchan’s movie and

anyhow she was then coerced to
come. We went to the movie
because my mausi (aunt) insist-
ed all of us go. Watching the
movie we saw that you had a
good amount of screen time at
the beginning of the movie but
by the end, you did not. There
and then, in the theatre, my Nani
started scolding my mausi there
and then saying, “what is this I
cannot see Amit Ji. Why have you
brought me here? You said Amit
Ji is in the movie but there is so
little of him.” My aunt told her “I
understand you are upset but
scold me at home!” My Nani
then started yelling, “no you all
have brought me here and lied to
me and so you have to listen to
me in the theatre itself!”  Tune in
to watch Chandrashekhar
Chaurasiya on the hotseat on
‘Kaun Banega Crorepati-14’ at 9
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television.

S tar Bharat is coming
up with a new show

‘Aashao Ka
Savera…Dheere Dheere
Se’ produced by Swastik
Productions. The show
will premiere on
December 12 at 9:30 p.m.
Along with Raju and
Aman Verma, who will
play significant charac-
ters in the show, Reena
Kapoor and Rahil Azam
will be playing the key
roles. The cast and crew
of the television pro-
gramme travelled to
Ujjain, India, to film
there in order to pre-
serve the setting’s au-
thenticity and overall
theme. Reena Kapoor,
who plays the major role,
expressed her opinions
and delight about filming
in Ujjain. She says, “It’s a
wonderful experience to

shoot outdoor shots in
Ujjain. I’m enjoying
every second I get to
spend with her. The at-
mosphere of the city is
quite different and helps
one feel comfortable.
Additionally, the locals
are incredibly friendly
and caring. We have
planned to see several
well-known locations
and try some well-known
local cuisine, so I am ex-
cited to take a proper
tour of the city. The en-
tire cast is pleased to be
filming here, and I’m
hoping we’ll all have
fond recollections of our
little trip. The story re-
volves around two char-
acters, Bhavna and
Raghav, who are diamet-
rically opposed and are
alternately portrayed by
Reena Kapoor and Rahil
Azam. However, fate
pulls the two of them to-
gether, giving them a sec-
ond chance to fall in love.

Stay tuned to watch
‘Aashao Ka Savera..
Dheere Dheere se’
from 12th December
every Monday-
Saturday at 9:30 PM
only on Star Bharat.

Chandrashekhar from
Korba presents Amitabh
with a unique paintingAA day after the Madhya Pradesh forest

department launched a probe into her
November 22 tiger video in the Satpura Tiger
Reserve, Bollywood actress Raveena Tandon
scoffed at the boiling controversy and claimed
she had done nothing wrong, here on
Wednesday.

The actress said she was travelling in a jeep
licensed by the Forest Department which stuck
to the designated ‘tourism path’, scoffing at
reports contending her vehicles driving close to
a tigress in the protected areas of the reserve on
November 22.

Raveena added that she was accompanied on
her safari by trained guides and drivers provided
by the Forest Department, who are trained to
know their boundaries and legalities.

“Once can never predict when and how the
tigers will react.... Luckily for us, that we did not
take any sudden action, but sat quiet and
watched the tigress move on,” Raveena said.

“We were on the tourism path, which mostly
these tigers cross. And Katy the tigress in this
video as well, is habituated to coming close to
the vehicles and snarling,” she added.

Contending that tigers are the kings where
they roam, they (the visitors) were ‘silent spec-
tactors’ as any sudden movements can startle
them (the big cats) also, she pointed out.

The video which went viral on the social
media, shows the safari jeep purportedly near
the tigress, camera shutter sounds are audible
as also the tigress roaring at them in the sanctu-
ary. Following an uproar, the MP Forest
Department authorities ordered a probe on
Tuesday (November 29), and all those who were
on that safari shall be questioned.

Raveena added how “close encounters of all
kinds are pretty regular and uploaded by all” on
social media. “God forbid it happens to be a

famous person in the vehicle. Guess whose fault
is it then?” she wondered. An ardent wildlife
lover, after returning from the safari, an excited
Raveena shared pictures and videos of her
‘break from work’ with her kid.

She captioned her pictures as she posted on
social media with, “Back to where my heart
belongs...#satpuratigerreserve #borisafarilodge
@jehannumawilderness thank you for the warm
hospitality. Cheers here’s to a bunch of crazies
who flew in from all over for a day in the jungle
@saroshlodhi @rashathadani.

Raveena Tandon
‘snaps’ at Satpura tiger

safari video fracas

Cast of
‘Aashao Ka
Savera…
Dheere

Dheere Se’
visits Ujjain 
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Brazil rotates squad, Cameroon

fights for World Cup survival
DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP)):: Still without Neymar and already secured
in the round of 16, Brazil will use its last group game at the
World Cup to give playing time to its reserves. Coach Tite was
expected to make changes in every position for Brazil’s match
against Cameroon on Friday, when a draw will be enough to
give the five-time champions first place in Group G. The game
means more to Cameroon, which needs a win to keep its hopes
of advancing alive. And that may not even be enough depend-
ing on the result of the other group game between Switzerland
and Serbia. Brazil has six points, three more than Switzerland
and five more than both Cameroon and Serbia. Cameroon is
trying to advance past the group stage for the first time since
its run to the quarterfinals in 1990, when a squad led by strik-
er Roger Milla was eliminated by England in extra time in the
tournament in the United States. Cameroon did not qualify for
the tournament in Russia four years ago.

Ghana, Uruguay meet again 
at World Cup after 2010 drama

DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP))::  Ghana and Uruguay meet at the World Cup
on Friday in a repeat of one of the tournament’s most con-
tentious games. “It was a really, really long time ago,” Ghana
coach Otto Addo said. Maybe so, but for to many Ghanaians
the quarterfinal defeat to Uruguay in the 2010 World Cup is
still a raw and painful memory. Uruguay striker Luis Suarez’s
deliberate handball on the goal-line at the end of extra time
denied Ghana a certain goal and a place in history as the first
African team to reach the semis. 

Swiss, Serbia go head-to-head to
reach World Cup round of 16

DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP)):: When Serbia plays Switzerland at the
World Cup on Friday, it will be a head-to-head elimination
match to get into the knockout rounds. The European rivals
seemed destined for a win-and-advance final group stage
match at 974 Stadium ever since the tournament draw in April
placed them in Group G with heavily favored Brazil. “We knew
at the beginning of the tournament that the game against
Serbia would be the final in this group,” Swiss captain Granit
Xhaka said after a 1-0 loss to Brazil on Monday. That result
sent Brazil to the round of 16 even before playing its last game
against Cameroon, and left Switzerland in second place likely
needing only a draw with Serbia to advance. 

Portugal looking to avoid Brazil by
winning World Cup group

DDoohhaa,,  DDeecc  0011  ((AAPP)):: Back-to-back wins. Qualification with a
game to spare. Cristiano Ronaldo already among the goal scor-
ers. The group stage could hardly have gone any better for
Portugal at the World Cup. There’s still one loose end to tie up.
Portugal needs a point in its last Group H match against South
Korea on Friday to guarantee finishing in first place. That
might come with a perk avoiding Brazil in the last 16. “If we
had to face each other, it would be a game between two great
teams,” Portugal coach Fernando Santos said. 

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Doha, Dec 01 (AP):

Rest easy, soccer fans.
Lionel Messi will grace
the World Cup stage at
least one more time. The
Argentina great had a
penalty saved but his team
still beat Poland 2-0
Wednesday after second-
half goals from Alexis
Mac Allister and Julian
Alvarez and advanced to
the last 16. After opening
the World Cup with a
shocking 2-1 loss to Saudi
Arabia in one of biggest
upsets in the tourna-
ment’s history, Argentina
wound up finishing in
first place in Group C and
will next play Australia a
surprise qualifier for the
knockout stage.

Messi rolls into
Saturday’s game suddenly
in a strong position in
likely his final World Cup.
“Now another World Cup
begins.” Messi said, “and
hopefully we can continue
to do what we did today.”
As for Poland, it was ulti-
mately a happy night, too,
because the team went
through as the group’s
second-place team on goal
difference ahead of
Mexico and will next play
defending champion
France. Messi ended up
relieved after failing to
score a penalty for the sec-
ond straight World Cup. It

was awarded after he was
hit in the face by the flail-
ing hand of Poland goal-
keeper Wojciech Szczesny,
who made amends by div-
ing to his left to block
Messi’s kick in the 39th
minute. “I’m upset that I
missed the penalty, but the
team came back stronger
after my error,” he said.

A largely pro-Argentina
crowd, waving flags and
scarfs and beating drums
behind both goals, had
been sweeping Messi and
his team along at the
44,000-seat Stadium 974
and they didn’t stop after

the penalty. Within sec-
onds, a chant of “MESSI!
MESSI!” immediately re-
verberated around the
venue in a bid to keep
their idol’s head high.
And the roars were even
louder at the start of the
second half, first after
Mac Allister’s goal a
scruffy finish from
Nahuel Molina’s cut-back
from the right in the first
minute and soon after as
news filtered through that
Mexico had taken the lead
against Saudi Arabia,
which started the day in
third place.

Argentina advance at
World Cup, beat Poland 2-0 Lusail, Dec 01 (AP):

For a long time after
the final whistle, Luis
Chavez crouched on the
field in anguish. He had
just scored in Mexico’s fu-
rious attempt to stay alive
at the World Cup, but the
2-1 victory Wednesday
over Saudi Arabia wasn’t
enough. Because of
Argentina’s 2-0 victory
over Poland in a simulta-
neous match, Mexico
failed to advance out of
its group for the first time
since 1978. “We had a
chance to qualify,”
Chavez said glumly. “We
didn’t achieve it.”

Mexico had reached
the knockout round at the
last seven World Cups,
second only to Brazil,
which has gone through
to the round of 16 since
1986.

El Tri went into the
match at Lusail Stadium
needing both a victory
and help from Poland
playing across town
against Argentina to ad-
vance in Group C.
Argentina’s victory
meant goal difference
came into play and
Mexico didn’t have
enough of them. Henry
Martin scored in the 48th
minute to give El Tri
hope, and the team’s
chances got even better
with Chavez’s goal on a
free kick four minutes

later. Mexico tried des-
perately in the final 20
minutes to get another
goal including an effort
by Uriel Antuna in the
87th minute that was
ruled offside but came up
short.

“We needed one more
goal. I didn’t know exact-
ly what happened at the
end,” said veteran
Mexico goalkeeper
Guillermo Ochoa, who
was playing in his fifth
World Cup. “For us, the
object was to score three
or four goals. It’s a

shame.” Salem Aldawsari
scored in second-half
stoppage time for Saudi
Arabia, which was elimi-
nated along with Mexico
despite beating
Argentina in its opening
match.

Martin’s goal ended
Mexico’s 431-minute scor-
ing drought at the World
Cup, dating back to their
second group match at
the 2018 tournament in
Russia. It was the team’s
longest ever stretch with-
out a goal at the tourna-
ment.

Mexico beats Saudi Arabia 2-1
but falls short at World Cup

Rawalpindi (Pakistan),
Dec 01 (AP): Virus-hit
England stamped its ag-
gressive brand of cricket
on its first Test in Pakistan
in 17 years by amassing a
world record 506-4 with
four batters smashing
hundreds on Thursday.

Zak Crawley hit 122 and
Ben Duckett made 107 in a
blistering opening stand of
233. Ollie Pope and Harry
Brook blazed hundreds in
the last session in an as-
tonishing display of
power-hitting against an
inexperienced Pakistan
bowling attack.

And the Test almost did-
n’t start. England con-
firmed it had a fit 11 and
the match could go ahead
only two hours before the
toss. Then it destroyed a
host of records in only 75
overs before play ended
prematurely because of
bad light. The 506-4 total
was the highest on the first
day of any Test, surpass-
ing Australia’s 494-6 in
1910 against South Africa
in Sydney. England also
became the fastest team to

score 500 runs. Pope, who
will keep wickets after Ben
Foakes couldn’t recover
from a viral infection that

hit the England camp, ce-
mented coach Brendon
McCullum’s aggressive ap-
proach by making 108.

Brook struck six fours
in one over by debutant
Saud Shakeel in the final
session to reach 101 not
out. Captain Ben Stokes,
who won the toss and
elected to bat after recov-
ering in time from the
virus, was not out on 34
off 15 balls. England bat-
ters smashed 73 bound-
aries and three sixes in a
white-ball fireworks dis-
play with the red ball.

In the absence of in-
jured spearhead Shaheen
Afridi, Pakistan opted to
hand debuts to three
bowlers; fast bowlers
Haris Rauf and
Mohammad Ali and
legspinner Mohammad
Zahid.

But none of the
bowlers could extract
any help from a slow,
grassless pitch at Pindi
Cricket Stadium.
Surprisingly, Joe Root
was the only batter to
miss out when he fell to
Mahmood, who finished
the day with 2-168. Rauf
(1-78) and Ali (1-96)
shared the other wickets.

Cox Bazar (Bangladesh),
Dec 01 (PTI):Bangladesh
A batters gave a far bet-
ter account of them-
selves on an eased track
as they reached 172 for
one in their second in-
nings after India A de-
clared at an imposing
465 for five on the third
day of the first unoffi-
cial ‘Test’ here on
Thursday.

With Abhimanyu
Easwaran and Yashasvi
Jaiswal’s twin hundreds
headlining the second
day’s play, India batted
an hour on the third day
with third choice red-
ball keeper Upendra
Yadav (71 not out, 122
balls) completing his
half-century before the
declaration came into
effect.

Having conceded a
mammoth first innings
lead of 353 runs,
Bangladesh A players
did show a lot of com-
mitment in the second

innings as Zakir Hasan
(81 batting) and Test
star Najmul Hossain
Shanto (56 batting, 124
balls) added 101 runs for
the unbroken second
wicket stand.

This was after Zakir
and Mamhmudul Hasan
Joy (21, 88 balls) added
71 for the opening stand
and constructed a plat-
form for consolidation.

For India, the only
successful bowler dur-
ing their 63 overs of
vigil on the day was left-
arm orthodox Saurabh
Kumar (1/45 in 18
overs).

Saurabh got his fifth
wicket of the match by
having Joy caught by
Jayant Yadav after near-
ly two wicket-less hours.

Both Saurabh and off-
spinner Jayant (0/55 in
18 overs) lacked bite in
the second essay and a
lot has got to do with the
pitch easing out consid-
erably.

Perth,Dec 01 (AP):
Double centuries
by Marnus
L a b u s c h a g n e
and Steve Smith
a l l o w e d
Australia to de-
clare at 598-4
against the
West Indies on
the second day
of the first Test
on Thursday.
West Indies was
74 without loss at stumps
in fading light at Perth
Stadium. Labuschagne
scored 204, his second dou-
ble century, and was out to
the last ball before lunch.

Smith reached 200 not
out and Australia declared
when Travis Head was out
on 99 after playing on off-
spinner Kraigg
Brathwaite, the tourist’s
most successful bowler
with 2-65.

West Indies openers
Brathwaite, 18 not out, and
Tagenarine Chanderpaul,
47 not out, successfully ne-
gotiated 25 overs. The
debutant Chanderpaul,
the son of batting great

Shivnarine, faced
some testing mo-
ments at the
crease, and took a
painful blow on the

groin from fast
bowler Josh
H a z l e w o o d .
Chanderpaul hit a

boundary off his first
ball in test cricket and
hooked skipper Pat
Cummins for a towering
six over long leg as he
dominated the stand
under floodlight.

Australia started the
day on 293-2 with
Labuschagne on 154 and
Smith on 59, and the West
Indies desperate for a
breakthrough in cloudy
conditions conducive for
swing bowling.

Instead, Labuschagne
and Smith continued
from where they left off
overnight and stubbornly
piled more misery on the
tourists.

Labuschagne smashed
fast bowler Jayden Seales
through the covers for his
20th boundary to bring up
his double century.

Karachi, Dec 01 (PTI):

Haris Rauf believes that
no player in world cricket
save the peerless Virat
Kohli could have hit him
for those two sixes in that
thrilling India victory
against Pakistan in the
T20 World Cup match in
October. Speaking for the
first time to a Pakistani
website about those two
hits, Rauf said had Hardik
Pandya or Dinesh Karthik
hit him like that, he would
have felt “hurt”. Kohli’s
unbeaten 83 off 52 balls,
considered as one of the
greatest T20 innings, saw
India beat arch-rivals

Pakistan by four wickets.
Needing 28 off the last
eight balls, Kohli first loft-
ed Rauf down the ground
with a back-foot punch for
the ages and then flicked
him behind square to basi-
cally close the game before
last over. “That was his
class and the kind of shots
that he plays, and the two
sixes that he hit, I don’t
think any other player
could hit those kind of
shots. Had Dinesh Karthik
or Hardik Pandya hit me
like that, I would have
been hurt but that was
Kohli, and that’s different
class,” Rauf told
‘Cricwick’ website in an
interview.

The first six hit down
the ground is something
that Rauf isn’t able to com-
prehend even after a
month. “I had no idea that
he (Kohli) can hit me down
the ground off that length.
So when he hit that shot
off me, that’s his class. My
plan and execution was
fine but that shot was all
class.”

Stokes keeps door
open for ODI

World Cup return
in India

Rawalpindi, Dec 01
(PTI): Star all-rounder
Ben Stokes has not ruled
out the possibility of com-
ing out of ODI retirement
for England’s title defence
of the 50-over World Cup
in India next year.

The 31-year-old England
Test captain had an-
nounced retirement from
ODIs in July, citing pres-
sure on his workload, but
less than five months after
that decision, he has left
the door open for a possi-
ble U-turn.

“Who knows how I
might feel towards a World
Cup at the time,” Stokes
was quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo website.

(FromL)Brazil’s forward #19 Antony, Brazil’s forward #25
Pedro and Brazil’s midfielder #17 Bruno Guimaraes take part
in a training session at Grand Hamad Stadium in Doha  during
the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament.

Ghana’s players take part in a training session at Aspire Zone
Doha in Doha during the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tour-
nament.

Switzerland’s players warm up during a training
session at the University of Doha training facilities
in Doha on December 1 on the eve of the Qatar 2022
World Cup football match between Serbia and
Switzerland.

Portugal’s forward
Goncalo Ramos

(C) takes part in a
training session at

Al Shahania SC,
northwest of Doha
during the Qatar

2022 World 
Cup football 
tournament.

Argentina’s forward #09 Julian Alvarez (L) celebrates
with Argentina’s midfielder #24 Enzo Fernandez after
he scored his team’s second goal during the Qatar
2022 World Cup Group C football match between
Poland and Argentina at Stadium 974 in Doha.

Mexico’s forward #11 Rogelio Funes Mori, Mexico’s
midfielder #08 Carlos Rodriguez and Mexico’s mid-
fielder #24 Luis Chavez react after being kicked out of
the Qatar 2022 World Cup after their 2-1 victory in the
Group C football match between Saudi Arabia and
Mexico at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Bangladesh A put up
improved batting show after

India A take huge lead

Virus-hit England plunders
world record 506-4 in 1st test

England’s Ben Duckett (front) celebrates after scoring
a century next to his teammate Zak Crawley (back)
during the first day of the first cricket Test match be-
tween Pakistan and England at the Rawalpindi Cricket
Stadium, in Rawalpindi.

Labuschagne and Smith hit 200s
in Perth against West Indies

Australia’s Steve
Smith celebrates
reaching 200 runs.

Would have felt hurt if Pandya
or DK hit me for sixes but Kohli

is different class: Haris Rauf

CHRISTMAS PREPARATIONS

Ernakulam Broadway market decorated with colourful stars ahead of the Christmas and New Year celebra-
tions, in Kochi, Thursday. 

‘Vizhinjam attack was with
clear ulterior intention’

Thiruvananthapuram, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Breaking his silence
over the recent violent at-
tack on a police station by
anti-seaport agitators,
Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Wednesday criticised the
incident, saying such
protests took place with a
"clear ulterior and
heinous intention" to de-
stroy tranquility in the
society.

There were widespread
attacks against the police
and public threats to at-
tack the police station, but
the police force cleverly
realised the intention of
the assailants, he said, ad-
dressing the passing out
parade of a new batch of
women police constables
here via online.

The CM, however, did
not directly mention the

fishermen com-
munity who
had been stag-
ing protests
against the up-
c o m i n g
Vizhinjam port
and the Latin
church which
was leading the
agitation.

Appreciating
the law en-
forcers for han-
dling the issue
sensibly, he said the
peaceful atmosphere con-
tinued to prevail in the
land because of the re-
sponsible behaviour of
the police personnel de-
spite attacks and injuries
they suffered.

"We have seen that cer-
tain agitators had taken
the path of violence with
a clear intention to de-
stroy the tranquility in

the society and
upset the
peaceful life of
the people. As
part of that,
there were at-
tacks against
the police and
open threats to
attack the po-
lice station,"
Vijayan said.
The coura-
geous restraint
shown by the

police personnel was the
reason why things didn't
turn out the way the at-
tackers intended and the
government realises this,
he said.

Attacks, with the clear
intention of killing them,
were unleashed against
the policemen but the law
enforcers delivered their
duty diligently with ut-
most self-restraint, the

CM added. Fisherfolk of
Vizhinjam and other
coastal areas have been
protesting for more than
four months against the
under-construction sea-
port, which also led to vi-
olence on November 
26 and 27.

The protesters attacked
Vizhinjam police station
on the night of November
27, injuring several police-
men. Besides Vijayan, his
cabinet colleagues V
Abdurahiman and
Ahamed Devarkovil also
came out strongly against
the agitators. Fisheries
Minister Abdurahiman
said he was not ready to
accept the apology from
Father Theodacious
D'Cruz, one of the
Catholic priests leading
the anti-seaport agitation,
for his recent communal
remarks against him.
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Pinarayi Vijayan

TRS leaders appear before CBI
New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Telangana Minister
Gangula Kamalakar and
Rajya Sabha MP Vaddiraju
Ravichandra on Thursday ap-
peared before the CBI in con-
nection with a case related to
a man who was allegedly tak-
ing money from people pos-
ing as a senior IPS officer, of-
ficials said.

Kamlakar, who is Civil
Supplies Minister and
Ravichandra, both leaders of
Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS), were summoned by
the CBI to appear for ques-
tioning, they said. The CBI on

Monday arrested a man who
allegedly met private individ-
uals at the Tamil Nadu
Bhavan here and demanded
costly gifts posing as a joint
director of the agency, offi-
cials said.

The arrested, identified as
Visakhapatnam-resident
Kovvi Reddy Srinivas Rao, al-
legedly demanded gifts from
private individuals assuring
them of lobbying with
unidentified public servants
on their behalf for favourable
responses in various matters,
including in cases registered
by different central investiga-
tive agencies, they said.

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Aaftab Poonawala's re-
ported confessions about
killing his live-in partner
Shraddha Walkar, includ-
ing those made before a
magistrate through video
conference and in poly-
graph tests, have no conclu-
sive legal validity, say legal
experts.

Police and other official
sources have said
Poonawala confessed to the
killing and also to dismem-
bering her body into 35
pieces and dumping them

in different areas of the
city. However, his counsel
has denied that he con-
fessed to the murder.

Several legal experts also
questioned Poonawala's
confession before a magis-
trate through video confer-
ence and termed it objec-
tionable and unprecedent-
ed. "This is an objectionable
method of appearance. You
do not know under what
pressure he was in. He
should have been physical-
ly present before the magis-
trate," retired Delhi High
Court judge Justice R S

Sondhi told PTI.
According to the law, ex-

perts said, confessions be-
fore a magistrate are admis-
sible evidence and benefit
police in solving a crime.
However, those through
video conference and re-
ported in the media do not
build any case in favour of
the investigating agency as
they have no legal validity.

Criminal lawyer Nishant
Srivastava, founder and
managing partner of Actus
Legal, said it is unprece-
dented that an accused has
made a confession through

video conference.
"Since the confession

was made through video
conferencing, tomorrow if
the accused alleges that he
made the confession be-
cause on the other side of
the camera, the police had
pointed a gun at him, what
will the police do?"

During the hearing of ex-
tension of Poonawala's re-
mand application on
November 22, he told the
magistrate through video
conferencing that he killed
Walkar in the heat of the
moment and it was not de-

liberate, Delhi Police
sources said. Soon after,
Poonawala's lawyer
Abinash Kumar contradict-
ed the police version and
said he never made any
such confession before the
magistrate.

Criminal lawyer R V
Kini, who represented the
prosecution in the case of
film producer Neeraj
Grover who was murdered
and chopped into pieces in
2008, stressed on physical
appearance before a magis-
trate and not video confer-
encing.

Nashik, Dec 01 (PTI): 

The first ever
'Combined Passing out
Parade (PoP)' for all stu-
dent officers attending
various aviation and
Remotely Piloted Aircraft
Systems (RPAS) courses
was held at the premier
Combat Army Aviation
Training School in
Maharashtra's Nashik on
Thursday and certificates
were awarded. A total of
57 officials are ready to to
dawn their new role as
combat aviators and RPAS
crew, an official said.

CATS, located at
Gandhi Nagar Airfield
here, is the premier flying
training institution of the
Indian Army and func-
tions under the Army
Training Command (AR-

TRAC), Shimla. The cere-
mony was presided over
by Lieutenant General
Ajay Kumar Suri,
Director General and
Colonel Commandant
Army Aviation Corps, the
official said.

"It is a momentous day
in the history of army avi-
ation as we pass out all
the four courses in a com-
mon parade. This is hap-
pening for the first time.
Army aviation is one of
the fastest growing arms
since its raising 36 years
ago in 1986," Lieutenant
General Suri said in his
address.

He hailed the Advanced
Light Helicopter, the
Dhruv basic platform for
army aviation, latest in-
duction of LVG Gen 3 that
removed the restrictions
of night operations, in-
duction of Rudra helicop-
ter and LCH or Prachand,

which is tailor-made for
high altitude.

"These helicopters can
match the best in their
class in the world today.
The replacement of
Chetak, Cheetahs is also
underway. We will get the
LUH helicopter in place of
Chetak, Cheetah. The
iconic AH-64 or Apache
helicopter will be induct-
ed in the Army aviation
in the beginning of 2024,"
he said.

Technology should be
in the DNA of each avia-
tor and flight safety is the
bedrock of all aviation op-
erations, the lieutenant
general asserted. In all, 32
officers, including one
from Nigeria, were award-
ed the coveted Aviation
Wings to become Combat
Helicopter Pilots after
successful completion of
the Combat Aviators
Course.

BJP MP Thakur 
withdraws plea in HC

Mumbai, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Bharatiya Janata Party
Lok Sabha MP Pragya
Singh Thakur and co-ac-
cused Sameer Kulkarni
on Thursday withdrew
their pleas from the
Bombay High Court seek-
ing discharge from the
2008 Malegaon bomb
blast case. Thakur and
Kulkarni withdrew their
petitions, filed in 2018, as
the trial is in its fag end
and 289 witnesses have
been examined already.

Another accused,
Lieutenant Colonel
Prasad Purohit, with-
drew one of his petitions
alleging defective sanc-
tion to prosecute him
under provisions of
Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
Purohit's plea for dis-
charge was heard by HC
last week and is closed for
orders.

In December 2017, the
special court had rejected
their pleas following
which they moved HC.

Advocate Prashant
Maggu, appearing for
Thakur, on Thursday told
HC since 289 witnesses
have already been exam-
ined by the trial court, it
would not be right to
press for discharge from
the case at this juncture
and, hence, they would
withdraw the plea.

The HC accepted the
statement.

On September 29, 2008,
six people were killed and
more than 100 injured

when an explosive device
strapped to a motorcycle
went off near a mosque
in Malegaon, a commu-
nally sensitive town in
Maharashtra's Nashik
district. As per police, the
motorcycle was regis-
tered in Thakur's name.
which led to her arrest.
The case was later hand-
ed over to the NIA.

Besides Thakur,
Kulkarni and Purohit,
others facing trial in the
case are Ramesh
Upadhyay, Ajay Rahirkar,
Sudhakar Dwivedi and
Sudhakar Chaturvedi.
They have been charged
under the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).
All the accused are cur-
rently out on bail.

Sudarsan Pattnaik creates India’s 
G20 presidency logo on sand

Bhubaneswar, Dec 01 (PTI): 

Noted artist Sudarsan
Pattnaik created the logo of
India's G20 presidency on
sand on Thursday as the
country officially took over
the chair of the grouping.
Pattnaik displayed the logo
and its theme at the
International Sand Art
Festival in Konark in
Odisha. Pattnaik along
with his students spent
over two days in making
the G20 Logo in sand, offi-
cials said.

India assumed the year-
long presidency of the G20
forum on December 1 and
will hold over 200 meetings
across 50 plus cities in
India with foreign delega-
tions participating in these
events in different parts of
India. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that

India's G20 Presidency will
work to promote a univer-
sal sense of one-ness rooted
in the Indian philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
or One World, One Family,
One Future. Speaking to re-
porters, Pattnaik said
India's logo and theme rep-
resent the ancient knowl-
edge and values that have
passed down through mil-

lennia with the message of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(world is one family).

"This is something that
all of us in India already
know, now we have a
chance to share that an-
cient wisdom with the rest
of the world through the
G20 platform," he said.
Organised by the
Government of Odisha

every year from December
1-5, the International Sand
Art Festival in Konark has
grown every year with sev-
eral foreign artists too par-
ticipating in 2022. Over five
lakh visitors are expected
to visit the Sand Art
Festival in the temple city
of Konark on
Chandrabhaga beach over
the five days, officials said.

New Delhi, Dec 01 (PTI): 

The Delhi police moved
the Delhi High Court on
Thursday against the dis-
charge of Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor in the
case of his wife Sunanda
Pushkar's death, more
than 15 months after a city
court let him off, and
sought condonation of
delay in filing the revision
petition. The high court
sought Tharoor's response
to the plea by the Delhi po-
lice and listed the matter
for hearing on February 7,
2023.

The Lok Sabha MP from
Thiruvanantha-puram
was discharged of all of-
fences like cruelty and
abetment to suicide in
August 2021, more than
seven years after his busi-
nesswoman wife Pushkar
was found dead in a luxu-
ry hotel in the national

capital. Pushkar was
found dead in a suite of a
luxury hotel on the night
of January 17, 2014. The
couple had been staying in
the hotel as Tharoor's offi-
cial bungalow was being
renovated at the time.

After Tharoor's counsel
referred to the protracted
delay, Justice D K Sharma
issued a notice to the
Congress leader and
sought his reply to the po-
lice's application for con-
donation of delay. "First
we will decide the condo-
nation of delay applica-
tion," the judge said.

The high court also
asked the counsel for po-
lice to supply a copy of its
petition to Tharoor's
lawyer. The police,
through additional stand-
ing counsel Rupali
Bandhopadhya, filed the
revision petition seeking
setting aside of the trial

court's 2021 order and for
direction to frame charges
against Tharoor under
section 498A (husband or
relative of husband of a
woman subjecting her to
cruelty) and 306 (abetment
to suicide) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Senior advocate Vikas
Pahwa and lawyer Gaurav
Gupta, representing
Tharoor, claimed the plea
was not served to him and
was "deliberately" sent to a
wrong email id. Pahwa
contended the police have
filed the revision petition
after a delay of over a year
and, before issuing notice
on the main plea, the court
should hear him on the ap-
plication for condonation
of delay.

He said several orders
were earlier passed that
during the pendency of
the case the record be not
given to anybody except

for the parties. "This
media trial goes on. This
affects right to fair trial,"
he argued.

As the counsel for police
said she has no objection
to this, the high court di-
rected that the copies or
documents related to the
case shall not be supplied
to any person who is not a
party to the case in court.

It listed the matter for
further hearing on
February 7, 2023. Though
charged under IPC provi-
sions related to cruelty
and abetment to suicide,
Tharoor was never ar-
rested.

The Congress leader's
counsel maintained there
was no evidence against
him in the case and that
the post mortem and
other medical reports es-
tablished it was neither a
case of suicide nor 
homicide.
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Maha power
company 

official held 

Nagpur, Dec 01 (PTI): An
official of the Maharashtra
State Electricity
Distribution Company Ltd
(MSEDCL) was arrested in
Nagpur on Thursday for al-
legedly writing a letter to
cops, threatening to carry
out a bomb blast at an audi-
torium located near Dr
Hedgewar memorial in
Reshimbagh area of the city,
police said.

The accused, who is posted
as deputy executive engineer
with the power utility, had
sent the letter to Sakkardara
police station last week, a po-
lice official said, adding that
the motive was to stall a pro-
gramme of the MSEDCL
scheduled at the auditorium.
"The letter threatened to
carry out a bomb blast at
Suresh Bhat Auditorium
near Dr Hedgewar Smriti
Bhavan in Reshimbagh
area," Additional Police
Commissioner Navinchan-
dra Reddy told PTI.
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