
Job racket
MMuummbbaaii:: Officials of
Mumbai Police’s cyber
cell were shocked to find
that four Africans arrest-
ed from Pune for alleged-
ly running a job racket
possessed a database of 2
lakh email IDs and more
than one lakh mobile
phone numbers, a stag-
gering resource they used
to commit online fraud.

Mishap
FFiirroozzaabbaadd:: At least six
members of a family were
killed and three injured as
a fire broke out at their
electronics-cum-furniture
shop on the ground floor
of the building they lived
in here, police said. Prima
facie, it appears that an
electrical short circuit led
to the fire on Tuesday, gut-
ting not only the  shop but
also the  owners’ house on
the first floor, they said.

Lifer
AAzzaammggaarrhh::  A local court
here has awarded a life
sentence to a man and his
sister-in-law for killing his
wife, officials said.
Additional Sessions
Judge, Dhananjay Kumar
Mishra on Tuesday award-
ed life imprisonment to
Pradeep and Vibha for
killing Sandhya in 2016.

Extend
KKoollkkaattaa:: The West Bengal
government on
Wednesday announced
the extension of ‘Duare
Sarkar’, social outreach
camps about its various
projects, till December 5.
As per the earlier notifica-
tion issued in September,
the Duare Sarkar camps
(government at your door
step) were being held
from November 1 to
November 30.

Arrested
BBeennggaalluurruu::  A 26-year-old
Nepali citizen has been
arrested for allegedly
beating his live-in partner
to death in the city, police
said. Santhosh Dhami was
arrested for killing
Krishna Kumari Ammai
(23) at his residence in TC
Palya on Tuesday night,
according to police.

Sodomised 
NNooiiddaa:: A nine-year-old
child was allegedly
sodomised by a 17-year-
old boy known to him in
Noida, police officials said
Wednesday. The accused,
who has been booked
under IPC 377 (unnatural
sex), has been taken into
custody and sent to a cor-
rection home, a police
official said.
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BRIEF

Indian Coast Guard Director
General VS Pathania during

the Commissioning
Ceremony of 840 Squadron

(Coast Guard) held at Indian
Coast Guard Air Station, in

Chennai, Wednesday.

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
settled above the 63,000-
level for the first time on
Wednesday, extending its
winning momentum to
seventh day amid a largely
positive trend in global
markets and continuous
foreign fund inflows.

The 30-share barometer
rallied 417.81 points or 0.67
per cent to settle at
63,099.65, its fresh record
closing high. During the
day, the benchmark
jumped 621.17 points or
0.99 per cent to 63,303.01,
its lifetime intra-day peak.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 140.30 points or
0.75 per cent to end at
18,758.35, its fresh record
closing high. Among the
Sensex pack, Mahindra &

Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Power Grid,
Hindustan Unilever,
Bharti Airtel, Asian
Paints, Tata Steel and
Titan were major gainers.

IndusInd Bank, State
Bank of India, HCL
Technologies and ITC
were among the laggards.

“Domestic market con-
tinued its quest for gains,
boosted by FII inflows.
However, markets will be
sensitive to the Fed Chair’s
remarks later in the day, as

investors are expecting a
moderation in the pace of
rate hikes. An in-line com-
ment will help to sustain
the rally while loosening
COVID-19 restrictions in
China is providing relief
to global markets,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge
jumped 1.06 per cent and
smallcap index climbed
0.61 per cent. All sectoral

indices ended in the green,
with utilities rallying 2.52
per cent, power jumped
2.35 per cent, metal (1.96
per cent), auto (1.74 per
cent), commodities (1.62
per cent), realty (1.54 per
cent), telecommunication
(1.44 per cent) and con-
sumer discretionary (1.25
per cent). “Sentiment
turned extremely bullish
towards the closing stages,
as renewed foreign institu-
tional buying propelled
both the benchmark in-
dices to scale fresh highs.
Also, strong European
markets opening further
bolstered investors’ senti-
ment ahead of the Q2 GDP
data announcement,”
Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd, said. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended higher, while Tokyo
settled lower.

Bilaspur, Nov 30: A 23-
year-old man killed him-
self by jumping in front
of a moving train in
Bilaspur district, police
said on Wednesday.
Sources said the man
took the extreme step
after he spotted a consta-
ble beating his father at a
police station in the
Bilaspur district.

Harish Chandra
Gendle committed sui-
cide on Monday by jump-
ing in front of a moving
train near Belha railway
station, said a police offi-
cer. He was a resident of
Bhainsbod village.
“Gendle’s motorcycle hit
the bicycle of a school
girl on Monday leading to
a quarrel, following
which she lodged a com-
plaint with the police,”

the officer said.
According to local police
sources, police visited the
house of the Gendle fami-
ly on the complaint of the
girl and took Harish’s fa-
ther to the Belha police
station. Gendle too
rushed to the police sta-

tion where he spotted a
police constable thrash-
ing his father, they said.
On the spur of the mo-
ment, Gendle rushed to
the railway station and
jumped before a train, an
incident which triggered
protests outside the po-
lice station on Tuesday
demanding the registra-
tion of a First
Information Report (FIR)
against the constable.

“In the backdrop of
protests and preliminary
investigation, Bilaspur
SSP suspended the con-
stable for negligence,”
the officer said.

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI):
Table tennis legend
Achanta Sharath Kamal
was on Wednesday be-
stowed with the Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna,
the country’s highest
sporting honour, by
President Droupadi
Murmu in a glittering
National Sports Awards
ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here
on Wednesday.

While Sharath is the
lone Khel Ratna award re-
cipient, 25 sportspersons,
including shuttlers
Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy,
woman boxer Nikhat
Zareen, track and field ath-
letes Eldhose Paul and
Avinash Sable, were con-
ferred with the Arjuna
Award. The creme de la
creme of Indian sports
were recognised for their
achievements in the past
few years at a specially or-

ganised ceremony. The
event is traditionally held
every year to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary
of hockey legend Major
Dhyan Chand on August
29. But last year also, the

event was held on another
date. The star attraction of
the ceremony was
Sharath, who received his
Khel Ratna award amid
thunderous applause from
the select dignitaries pres-

ent at the Durbar Hall.
The Khel Ratna is given

for the spectacular and
most outstanding per-
formances by a sportsper-
son over a period of previ-
ous four years. It carries a
cash prize of Rs 25 lakh, a
medal and a scroll of hon-
our. The Arjuna award
carries a cash prize of Rs
15 lakh, a bronze statue
and a scroll of honour.

The 40-year-old Sharath
had returned from
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games as
the most-decorated Indian
athlete with four medals.
He is the second table ten-
nis player after Manika
Batra to get the Khel
Ratna. Besides a yellow
metal in the mixed dou-
bles, Sharath also pocket-
ed his singles gold after 16
years, the first having won
at the 2006 Melbourne
CWG.

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

A significant number of
patients die every year due
to end-stage organ failure
because of non-availabili-
ty of organs and tissues,
AIIMS director Dr M
Srinivas has said, assert-
ing that myths and fears
surrounding organ dona-
tions must be dispelled.

He was speaking at a
‘donor felicitation’ pro-
gramme organised on
Tuesday by the Organ
Retrieval Banking
Organisation (ORBO), the
nodal facility for deceased
organ and tissue donation
activities of the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New
Delhi. Families of several
donors, including 16-

month-old Rishant, 18-
month-old Mahira, Rolly
(age 2), Manshi (8),
Shivani Divakar (17), Raj
Kumar Shukla (47), and
Snehlata Choudhary (62),
were felicitated.

Many donor families
and transplant recipients
were also present at the
event.

“Every year, we lose a
significant number of pa-
tients to end-stage organ

failure due to non-avail-
ability of organs and tis-
sues. We must dispel the
myths and fears and devel-
op a positive attitude to-
wards organ and tissue do-
nations in the society,”
Srinivas said.

He expressed gratitude
to the donors and their
families for the noble deed
of saving so many lives at

the time of their grief.
Dr Aarti Vij, head of

ORBO, said the process of
organ retrieval to trans-
plantation is very exten-
sive. It takes efficient coor-
dination and team work
between donor families,
transplant coordinators,
treating physicians, trans-
plant teams, support staff,
forensic department,
blood bank, laboratory de-
partment and police for
the entire sequence of
events to be seamless, she
said.

Apart from these stake-
holders, there are many
hands that work for this
noble cause. Several volun-
teers, NGOs, organisa-
tions, media and the socie-
ty at large also contribute
effectively.

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Wednesday refused bail to
former Maharashtra min-
ister Nawab Malik in an
alleged money laundering
case linked to a land deal
in which fugitive gangster
Dawood Ibrahim and his
aides were involved.

R N Rokade, special
judge for cases under the
Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA),
had reserved his order on
the bail plea on November
14 after hearing lengthy
arguments.

While the detailed order
was not yet available, the
judge while pronouncing
the order said the two con-
ditions laid down under
section 45 of the PMLA
were not satisfied.

Section 45 says that a
court can grant bail in
PMLA cases if there are
reasonable grounds to be-
lieve that the accused is
not prima facie guilty of
the offence, and he or she
shall not commit any of-
fence if released.

New Delhi, Nov 30:

Bilkis Bano on
Wednesday challenged in
the Supreme Court the
early release of 11 men
convicted of gang-raping
her and killing her entire
family in the 2002 Gujarat
riots.

The convicts were freed
on August 15,
Independence Day, by the
Gujarat government
under an outdated policy.
The move sparked massive
nationwide outrage,
which was amplified by
images of the rapists
being garlanded and wel-
comed like heroes by a
Hindu organisation.

Defending the decision,
the Gujarat government
cited the Centre’s approval
- it came swiftly, within
two weeks of its request -
and “good behaviour” of

the convicts. Gujarat also
cited a Supreme Court rul-
ing. In that ruling on the
petition of one of the con-
victs, the Supreme Court
had said that the Gujarat
government could consid-
er releasing him under the
1992 remission policy.
Gujarat freed all 11, dis-
missing strong objections
from the CBI and a special
judge. The move would not
have been possible if the

Gujarat government had
gone by the 2014 remission
policy, which bars the
early release of rape and
murder convicts.

Bilkis Bano has said in
her petition that the deci-
sion on releasing the men
should be taken by
Maharashtra, where the
trial took place, instead of
Gujarat.

Bilkis Bano was 21 when
she was gang-raped by the
men, who killed nine
members of her family, in-
cluding her three-year-old
daughter, during the riots
that swept through
Gujarat after the Godhra
train burning in which 59
pilgrims died.

A BJP leader who was
involved in the decision to
release the rapists and had
described them as
“Sanskari Brahmins”, is
contesting the election.

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI):
The Supreme Court, which
is hearing a challenge to a
Tamil Nadu law allowing
“Jallikattu”, on
Wednesday observed the
“ultimate question” per-
haps might be whether the
bull-taming sport, dubbed
by many as cruel to ani-
mals, can be allowed in any
form. “Jallikattu”, also
known as “eruthazhu-
vuthal”, is a bull-taming
sport played in Tamil Nadu
as part of the Pongal har-
vest festival. The lawyers
appearing for several peti-
tioners told a five-judge
Constitution bench headed
by Justice K M Joseph that
allowing something which
is cruel to an animal can-
not be permitted. “What

we thought was, you see,
the ultimate question per-
haps might be whether ‘jal-
likattu’ in any form can be
performed, allowed or ‘jal-
likattu’ in any form cannot
be done,” said the bench,
also comprising justices
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha
Bose, Hrishikesh Roy and
C T Ravikumar. The bench
said it is the case of the
Tamil Nadu government
that these bulls are trained
and treated with greatest of
affection. The apex court
had, in its 2014 judgment,
said bulls cannot be used as
performing animals either
for “jallikattu” events or
bullock-cart races, and
banned their use for these
purposes across the coun-
try.

LIFETIME HIGH 

Sensex hits 63k mark for first time
 Nifty ends at fresh

lifetime high

SURPRISING INCIDENT

Man jumps before moving train; dies
 As father allegedly

beaten up by cop
About the incident
Harish Chandra Gendle committed suicide on Monday by
jumping in front of a moving train near Belha railway station.
Gendle’s motorcycle hit the bicycle of a school girl on Monday
leading to a quarrel, following which she lodged a complaint
with the police.According to local police sources, police visit-
ed the house of the Gendle family on the complaint of the girl
and took Harish’s father to the Belha police station. 

Police action...
In the backdrop of protests
and preliminary investiga-
tion, Bilaspur SSP suspended
the constable for negligence.
He refused to speak on a link
between the alleged thrash-
ing of the father of Gendle
and the latter’s suicide.

NATIONAL SPORTS AWARD

President Droupadi Murmu presents Major Dhyan
Chand Khel Ratna Award to table tennis player Sharath
Kamal Achanta during the Sports and Adventure
Awards 2022 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

Sharath Kamal bestowed with Khel Ratna 
Bilkis Bano challenges 

in SC release of her rapists

Court refuses bail 

to Nawab Malik 
 In ED case

SC questions whether ‘jallikattu’
can be allowed in any form

AIIMS DIRECTOR

‘Myths, fears surrounding organ donation must be dispelled’

Dr M Srinivas 

Annual Sports Meet of DPS Bhilai celebrated

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  3300:: The bright and
beautiful morning of
November 29, 2022 witnessed
the celebration of the 38th
Annual Sports Day of DPS
Bhilai at the lush, green envi-
rons of the Maroda Sector
School Campus. The Chief
Guest for the occasion was Dr
Anand Chhabra IPS, Inspector
General of Police, Durg
Range. The programme was
also attended by many distin-
guished guests - Dr (Mrs)
Anju Yadav & Ajay Yadav, IPS,
IG (Intelligence) & IG, Raipur
Range, Keka Sarkar & Prabir
Kumar Sarkar, Pro-Vice
Chairman, SMC, DPSB, &
CGM I/c (Services), BSP,
Neelima Nandanwar and SV
Nandanwar Vice-Chairman,
SES, Bhilai & CGM (TA & CSR)
and Acting ED. (P&A), BSP,
DN Karan Member, SMC,
DPSB & CGM (F & A), BSP,
Jayati Sengupta & Saptarishi
Sengupta Member, SMC,
DPSB & GM (RSM), BSP, D
Shravan, IPS, DIG -
Chhattisgarh Armed Forces,
Raipur, Sangita Shrivastava,
Lalita Dwadasi, Archana
Thakur, Sharda Rajput and
Renu Vashishta amongst oth-

ers.
The programme com-

menced with the welcome
address by the Principal,
Parshant Vashishta. The re-
port on the Sports
Attainments was read out by
Nitin Nair, I/c PE Deptt. The
Sports Meet was formally de-
clared 'Open' by the Chief
Guest, followed by the re-
lease of balloons and pigeons.
The Sports Secretaries com-
pleted the track run and then
lit the ceremonial flame. The
Chief Guest inspected the
contingents, and a magnifi-
cent March Past was per-
formed by class IX in which
Narmada House was ad-
judged the best.

In his speech, the Chief
Guest thanked the school au-
thorities for inviting him to
grace the 38th  Annual Sports
Day of the school. He compli-
mented the Department of
Physical Education of the
school for the excellent
March Past performed by the
senior students. He also
praised  the  school  for  im-
bibing  the  right  values  and
ethos  in  the  students.  He
congratulated the students
for having niched a special
place for themselves not only

at the state level but also at
the national  level. He
stressed on the importance of
extracurricular activities in
school life.

The guests were presented
with a field display by the stu-
dents of Pre-Primary, Primary
and Middle Wings of the
school that was a visual treat.
Around 360 students from
Class I performed an enthusi-
astic and heart touching field
display - 'Mere Sapno Kaa
Swarnim Bharat' which in-
voked the proud feeling of pa-
triotism in all present. 770
students  of  classes  IV  &  V
put  up  a  spectacular  field
display  through  their presen-
tation 'Towards a New
Horizon' with the message
that fitness is not a destina-
tion, it's a way of life. 500 girls
of Classes VI, VII and VIII, im-
maculately dressed in white
and blue, put up a wonderful
display 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav'. Their genuine ef-
forts to raise the feeling of
nationalism in the hearts of
the citizens and promote cog-
nizance of our national flag
through 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
spoke of their patriotic fer-
vour.

The track events for the

day were 100m Sprint (VIII-
IX) - Jr. Boys; 200m Sprint (X-
XII) - Sr Girls & 4x100m Relay
(X-XII) - Sr Boys.

The highlight of this special
occasion was the Prize
Distribution Ceremony. The
prizes were given away by Dr
Anju Yadav, Ajay Yadav, Keka
Sarkar and Prabir Kumar
Sarkar. Himanshu Dubey of
class XII/L, Narmada House
was awarded the title of Best
Boy Athlete in the Senior
Category. Taranveer Singh
Sanghera of class VIII/B,
Jhelum House was declared
the Best Boy Athlete in the
Junior Category. S. Bala
Krishna of classVII/H,
Chenab House was declared
the Best Boy Athlete in the
Sub-Junior Category.

Sharanya Bala of class
XII/I, Yamuna House was de-
clared the Best Girl Athlete in
the Senior Category. In the
Junior Category, Yashsvi
Upadhyay of class IX/D,
Ganges House and
Mimansha  Bitra  of  IX/K,
Yamuna  House  were  de-
clared  the  Best  Girl
Athletes. Garima Singh of
class VI/E, Kaveri House won
the title of Best Girl Athlete in
the Sub- Junior Category.

The Championship Trophy
for Best House in Sports and
Games was won by Ganges
House. The other noteworthy
awards presented on the oc-
casion were the Best House
Trophy for excellence in
Curricular and Co-curricular
activities which was won by
Ganges House and the
Principal's Award for being
the Best All-Round student
was awarded to Bhumit
Nayak of class XII/I, Chenab
House.

From this year, a special
award has been instituted in
memory of our beloved
teacher Dr Bindu Mockoul I/c
Activities given by her hus-
band comprising a cheque of
Rs 11,000 and a plaque for the
best student in All Around
Activities. This year the
award was given to Anubha
Paresh of XII/F.

The programme moved to-
wards its grand finale with
the extinguishing of the flame
and the declaration of the
meet being closed. The Vote
of Thanks was proposed by
the Vice-Principal
(Administration), AH Zunjani
and the National Anthem
brought this memorable day
to an end.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30: On
Tuesday, Divisional
Commissioner and
Electoral Roll Observer
Mahadev Kavre conducted
a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of political par-
ties regarding the special
summary revision on the
electoral rolls. Point-wise
discussions were held re-
garding voter lists as well
as the processes of center
and upcoming elections.
Under the special summa-
ry revision, preliminary
publication of electoral
rolls was done on
November 09 and claims /
objections could be filed
till December 08. He gave
information about the as-
sembly-wise polling
booths and number of vot-
ers and applications re-
ceived under the summary
revision with qualifying
date of January 01, 2023.
Political parties were re-

quested to appoint polling
booth-wise BLAs for revi-
sion and election work and
100 percent registration of
voters by promoting the
revision 2023 programme.
In the meeting, anyone can
register their information,
suggestions and com-
plaints in the toll free
number 1950.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner and
Electoral Roll Observer
Mahadev Kavre provided
an open platform to the
representatives of politi-
cal parties to share their
problems and suggestions
and gave them guidelines
to make the process of
election smooth.

In the meeting, there
was an in-depth discus-
sion regarding the voter
list. Representatives of po-
litical parties shared their
views on how eligible can-
didates could be added in
large numbers and how a
transparent voter list

could be prepared.
Divisional Commissioner
laid special emphasis on
linking the voter list with
Aadhaar card so that er-
rors could be reduced.

Kavre said that voters
can apply for correction or
transfer in the voter list by
downloading Voter
Helpline app from Play
Store or apply online at
nvsp.in portal and search
their name in voter list.

He also appealed to the
public representatives to
become a participant in
voter awareness. He said
that the vote is confiden-
tial. All the necessary

arrangements have been
ensured by the Election
Commission of India to
conduct free and fair elec-
tions.

Commissioner ques-
tioned the officers about
information related to
photo voter list, Form 6, 7
is available or not, etc.
Deputy District Election
Officer replied that Form
6,7, and 8 are available in
the district till date.

A total of 19571 applica-
tions have been received,
whose assembly-wise in-
formation was also made
available to the political
party representatives.

Apart from this, the
Divisional Commissioner
also provided information
regarding 08 increased
polling stations to the rep-
resentatives and also in-
formed that the list of
claims and objections will
be available on the official
site at the time of elec-
tions.

Kavre instructed the
Deputy District Election
Officer to make adequate
publicity for the revision
programme in higher sec-
ondary schools and col-
leges as well.

MPs, MLAs and repre-
sentatives of political par-
ties, public representa-
tives Keshav Bunty
Harmukh, Surendra
Kaushik, Vijay Jain,
Bhojraj Sinha, Dilip
Dhruv, Ashok Kumar Adil
and Deputy District
Election Officer Yogita
Dewangan and other con-
cerned officers were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30:
Independent Students'
Union (ISU) has demanded
compensation for the fami-
lies who lost their mem-
bers due to outbreak of di-
arrhoea in Bhilai. On the
instructions of ISU State
Convenor Rohit Tiwari, a
group of youths led by ISU
District General Secretary
Kunal Verma met
Collector Durg and sub-
mitted a memorandum in
this regard.

They stated that the sup-
ply of contaminated water
has resulted in an outbreak
of diarrhoea in Camp and
Khursipar areas. So far,
about 400 people have fall-
en ill after consuming con-
taminated water. They are
seeking treatment in vari-
ous hospitals of the dis-
trict. They alleged that due
to the negligence on the
part of the government,
two innocent people lost
their lives after falling ill.

A 12-year-old innocent girl
and a 28-year-old youth
have lost their lives.

ISU through Collector
Durg, demanded from the
Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, to provide
compensation of Rs 50-50
lakhs to the families of the
people who succumbed to

diarrhoea. Collector as-
sured to convey this de-
mand to the Chief
Minister. District General
Secretary Kunal Verma,
Hemant Jangde, Mahendra
Pratap, Ayush Tiwari,
Kambil Robert, Srinivas
Rao Shubhash Pandit and
others were present.

BSF conducts special
training for SSV students 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30: Border
Security Force conducted
a special training session
for the students of Shri
Shankara Vidyalaya,
Sector-10, with the objec-
tives of inculcating disci-
pline, self-reliance and
sense of patriotism among
them.

It needs to be mentioned
here that BSF has been de-
ployed in Kanker district
of the state to conduct
anti-naxal operations. The
jawans of the Border
Security Force are risking
their lives to make the na-
tion "naxal free" and at the
same time they are fulfill-
ing their responsibilities
towards society and na-
ture. They are providing

necessary items to the
poor and students in the
remote villages of Kanker.
BSF has also adopted sev-
eral villages and is provid-
ing free medical treat-
ment, employment train-
ing to unemployed youth
under skill development
programmes, etc. Tours
are also arranged for the
tribal children under
Tribal Youth Exchange
Programme.

In this series, Border
Security Force is training
the students of Shri
Shankara Vidyalaya,
Sector 10, Bhilai to be dis-
ciplined and self-reliant.
Efforts are made to incul-
cate the spirit of patriot-
ism in them, which will
lead to the mental, intellec-
tual and social develop-

ment of the students, so
that they become responsi-
ble citizens. The principal
and teachers of the school
highly appreciated this
initiative of the Border
Security Force.

On this occasion,
Inspector General of
Border Security Force,
Indraj Singh said that
along with delivering its
basic duties, Border
Security Force is commit-
ted to fulfill its social re-
sponsibility also. In his
message to the students,
he said that the students
are the future of India
and their commendable
efforts will prove to be a
milestone in the develop-
ment of the country. He
wished all the students a
bright future.

Stage all set for Agniveer recruitment rally
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30: Agniveer
recruitment rally is to be
organized from 01 to 13
December at Ravishankar
Stadium Durg for recruit-
ment in Indian Army.
About 70000 youths from all
the districts of
Chhattisgarh state are like-
ly to participate in this
rally. For the proper man-
agement of the aspirants,
the actual status of the re-
sponsibility assigned to the
departments was discussed
by the district administra-
tion under the guidance of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena at Manas
Bhawan on Wednesday.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka instructed the
heads of various depart-
ments to discharge the du-
ties in a responsible man-
ner. Information was
sought from the concerned
officials of the Municipal
Corporation, Public Works
Department, Education
Department and other de-
partments regarding their
responsibilities and the
works done so far. The con-
cerned officers entrusted
with the responsibilities
were asked to coordinate

with each other and with
the army officers conduct-
ing the recruitment. Free
food and accommodation
for the candidates has been
arranged by the District
Administration Durg at
Seth Ratanchand Surana
College Durg. 6000 candi-
dates will register their
candidature for physical
test in the recruitment
process.

An attempt has been
made to make better man-
agement through tempo-
rary and mobile toilets so
that the candidates do not
face any kind of distur-
bance in their daily rou-
tine. 65 temporary toilets
have been constructed at
the place of residence of
the candidates and 60 at the
recruitment site. Apart
from this, arrangements
for mobile toilets have been

made at various places.
Necessary instructions
have also been given by the
district administration to
the concerned officials to
maintain proper arrange-
ment of adequate water
and cleanliness.

According to the guide-
lines, separate screening
sections have been estab-
lished at the venue for the
documents / physical ex-
amination of the candi-
dates so that the candidate
can join the recruitment
process in a smooth man-
ner.

The site has been pre-
pared by the district admin-
istration to deal with the
fire in case of any unto-
ward incident. Fire fight-
ing team will be present on
the spot with fire tenders
and equipment.

For the food arrange-

ment of about 70000 candi-
dates, the district adminis-
tration has deployed about
53 cooks from different
schools at the recruitment
venue. Arrangements have
been made to make the food
available to the candidates
on time.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena also inspect-
ed the venue of the
Agniveer recruitment rally
where he took information
from the concerned author-
ities regarding the manage-
ment of the youth partici-
pating in the recruitment
process. He clearly directed
the concerned officer to en-
sure that proper manage-
ment related to health,
water, cleanliness, board-
ing and food. In order to
provide maximum facili-
ties to the youth at the re-
cruitment site, he directed

the concerned officers to
make arrangements for
computer, notary, photo-
copy, Adhaar card and
other identity cards and de-
sired documents along
with internet facility.

The Collector advised the
aspirants not to get con-
fused as the recruitment
process depends on the
merit of the candidates. In
case of any dilemma, they
can contact the control
room number and other
phone numbers. After wit-
nessing the arrangements,
the army officers appreciat-
ed the preparations of the
district administration.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
Col R Ramesh, Deputy
Collector Jageshwar
Kaushal, District
Employment Officer RK
Kurre and other officers
were present.
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About 70000 youth likely to appear for the recruitment

ISU demands compensation for 
people who succumbed to diarrhoea 

Kavre urges to make voters aware 
and ensure their participation 

BSP participates in Vendor
development program &

industrial exhibition of MSME
Bhilai, Nov 30:
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekanand Technical
University, Newai
District-Durg organised
a CPSE level Vendor de-
velopment program cum
industrial exhibition on
November 29-30, 2022 in
collaboration with
MSME, Government of
Chhattisgarh. The inau-
guration of this program
was completed on
November 29, 2022.
Materials Management
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant participated
in this Seminar and exhi-
bition and also setup a
stall at the exhibition.

The event was organ-
ized in collaboration
with Chhattisgarh
Swami Vivekananda
Technical University
alongwith Government
of India's Ministry of
MSME at the campus lo-
cated in Newai. The
main objective of this
program was to provide
a platform to micro and
small scale industries.
Major industries like
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government Industries
Department, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant,
NTPC, NMDC, NSPCL,
DICCI, Coal India,

Indian Railways, SIDBI,
NSIC, BSNL participat-
ed in this two-day event.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant also participated
in the technical session
and a presentation was
given by Anubha
Mahale, GM(Vendor
Development) on the ef-
forts being made by
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
and the facilities being
provided to micro and
small scale industries.

Tapan Kumar, CGM
(MM), Sandeep
Chakraborty, General
Manager (Purchase), KC
Mishra, GM (Purchase),
Anubha Mahale, GM

(Vendor Development),
Ashok Kumar Agarwal,
DGM (Stores), Manohar
S h a r m a ,
D G M ( I n s p e c t i o n ) ,
Vincent Pereira, Head
Storekeeper and K
Srinivas Rao participat-
ed in the event on behalf
of Bhilai Steel Plant.

Security related and
other essential materials
and equipment were dis-
played in the exhibition.
More than 100 Vendors
and representatives
from various institu-
tions showed interest in
the exhibition and en-
quired about various
materials.



PRACTICING KAYAKING

Sportsmen practicing ‘Kayaking’ at city’s Budhatalab in the background of sunset here on Wednesday.

State level Children Science
Congress to be held from Dec 1-3 

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  3300::  State Level
Children Science Congress
organised by Chhattisgarh
Science and Technology
Council, Science and
Technology Division and Pt.
Ravi Shankar University, Raipur
will be held at the
Biotechnology Institute of
University of Raipur from
December 1 to 3. Selected
child scientists from different
districts of Chhattisgarh will
participate in this State Level
Children Science Congress.
Director General of
Chhattisgarh Science and
Technology Council Dr. S.
Karmkar said that this event
will be conducted both offline
and online under his guidance.
This program is sponsored by
National Council of Science

and Technology, Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India. In the
program, the main topic select-
ed by child scientists for the
National Children’s Science
Congress is Understanding
Ecosystem for Health and Well-
Being  and its five sub-topics:
Knowing your environment,
promoting health, nutrition
and well-being, research proj-
ects on social and cultural
practices for ecosystem and
health, ecosystem-based
approaches to self-reliance
and technological innovation
for ecosystem and health will
be presented. The best
research projects will be
selected from it by subject
experts. The selected child sci-
entists will participate in the
National Child Science
Congress held at Science City,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Child sci-
entists from different states of
India will also participate in
this National Pediatric
Congress.

Ensure govt schemes are implemented effectively: Uikey

Raipur, Nov 30: 31
Probationary Officers of
the State Administrative
Service (year 2020) met
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey  on Wednesday at
Raj Bhavan. Chhattisgarh
Academy of
Administration, Director
General, Mrs. Renu  Pillay
was present on this occa-
sion. Governor Ms. Uikey
wished the officials for
their bright future and
said that they should work
in harmony with all the

local people. She said that
by working with sensitivi-
ty and humane approach
even big problems can be
solved easily. The
Governor said to the
trainee officers that
Chhattisgarh is a tribal
majority state. Many areas

here come under Fifth
Schedule. Try to solve the
problems of tribals along
with common people with
sensitivity. She also asked
the officials of the State
Administrative Service to
study the Revenue
Rules/Acts as well as the

Income Tax Act and the
Forest Rights Act.
Governor said that state
administrative officials
have a big role in ensuring
that the schemes of the
central government and
the state government are
implemented effectively.

The Governor said that it
is very important to create
awareness about the
schemes among the gener-
al public so that they can
get their due benefits. She
also told the trainee offi-
cers to work with honesty
and devotion to duty and
said that the name of their
region, state and country
should be enlightened by
their actions. On this occa-
sion, Director of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Administration Academy
Mr. T.C. Mahawar, Deputy
Secretary to the Governor,
Deepak Kumar Agarwal
and Director of Training
Dr. Vishwasram Meshram
and Sachin Bhatra were
also present.

Four more hospitals of Ch’garh 
get NQAS certification

Raipur, Nov 30: The
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has
awarded the National
Quality Assurance
Standard Certificate to
four more government
hospitals in Chhattisgarh.
These include two hospi-
tals in Dhamtari district
and one each in Durg and
Raigarh.

The Union Health
Ministry has issued NQAS
certificates to Gedara and
Gadadih Health and
Wellness Center (HWC)
sub-health centers in
Dhamtari district, Aheri
Health and Wellness
Center sub-health centers
in Durg and Rambhata
Urban Primary Health
Center in Raigarh.
Gadadih Sub Health
Center got 94 percent,
Gedra Sub Health Center
and Rambhata Urban
Primary Health Center 90-
90 percent and Aheri Sub
Health Center got 87 per-
cent marks in the evalua-
tion by the Government of

India team on various pa-
rameters of the hospital.

Hospitals are assessed
on 12 parameters for
National Quality
Assurance Standard certi-
fication by a team from the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. For
this, the hospital is as-
sessed on parameters such
as quality of service deliv-
ery, patient satisfaction,
clinical services, inputs,
infection control, support
services, quality manage-
ment and outputs. Only
those hospitals which pass
the evaluation are issued
quality certificates by the
Government of India.

Sai Nagar residents submit
memorandum

Raipur, Nov 30: Sai
Nagar residents became
active after the death of an
Agriculture student and
employee of Krishak
Nagar Post Office in a
painful road accident at
Agrasen intersection re-
cently. Addl. SP Devendra
Kumar Suryavanshi, Vice-
President and Santosh
Sharma, Executive
Member of Shri Sai

Darshan Residential
Committee, Sai
Nagar Jora, together
with Amit Singh,
President of Sai
Nagar Jora, urged to
deploy adequate traf-
fic police force for the
prevention of road
accidents near

Agrasen intersection,
which is happening con-
tinuously.

A memorandum has
been submitted in terms of
public safety, apart from
this, it has been resolved to
provide its significant par-
ticipation to the govern-
ment administration as a
traffic friend. Addl. SP
Traffic has also assured
that arrangements will be
made to provide concrete
road security from
Agrasen Square to
Labhandi and Agriculture
College.

Take necessary technical committee advice
on water supply schemes: Jain

Raipur, Nov 30: A meet-
ing of the Apex
Committee of the State Jal
Swachhata Mission was
held here on Wednesday at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan under the chair-
manship of Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh
Jain. In the meeting, the
physical and financial
progress of the year 2021-
22 and 2022-23 under Jal
Jeevan Mission was re-
viewed in detail.

In the meeting, the offi-
cials of the Public Health
Engineering Department
presented the group water
supply plans and annual
work plan 2022-23 recom-
mended by the State Water

and Sanitation Mission in
various districts of the
state. The Chief Secretary
directed the departmental
officials to take necessary
technical committee ad-
vice on various water sup-
ply schemes under Jal
Jeevan Mission. In the
meeting, officials of the
Department of Public
Health Engineering said
that the Jal Jeevan
Mission’s goal is to pro-
vide functional household

tap connections to all
rural households in the
state by the year 2024.
Officials said that four
lakh 43 thousand 908 tap
connections were installed
in the year 2021-22 under
Jal Jeevan Mission.
Similarly, so far in this fi-
nancial year, about 6 lakh
79 thousand 322 tap con-
nections have been in-
stalled in 19,682 villages of
the state. Similarly, drink-
ing water facility with 6

thousand 600 running
water has been provided
in 43,849 schools, 41,662 an-
ganwadis, two thousand
468 ashram schools, five
thousand 243 health cen-
ters and 6600 gram pan-
chayat buildings were con-
structed. In this financial
year, under Jal Jeevan
Mission, one thousand 543
rupees have been spent for
providing drinking water
facilities. In this meeting
held through video confer-
encing, the director of Jal
Jeevan Mission Mr.
Topeshwar Verma, the
secretary of Public Health
Engineering Department,
Dr. S. Bharatidasan, State
Water Sanitation Mission
along with  other members
of Apex Committee and of-
ficials of Public Health
Engineering Department
were present.

WAPCOS to prepare DPR for 7700 MW hydel project

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 30: The
work of preparing
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) of five pump stor-
age Hydel Electric proj-
ect of 7700 MW will be
done by the central
agency WAPCOS. The
signature on the contract
agreement by Water an
Power Consultancy
Service (WAPCOS) of the
central government and
Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation
Company Limited
(CSPGCL) was signed be-
tween Chairman CG
Power Company Ankit
Anand (IAS) and MD NK
Bijoura with Sr.
Executive Director WAP-
COS Amitabh Tripathi

and CE (CP&BD) Powe
Company HN Kosaria
here on Tuesday.

It is notable here that
CM Bhupesh Baghel has
granted sanction for
Chhattisgarh State Hydel
Project (Pump Storage
Based) Establishment
Policy 2022 in the Cabinet
few days back. In the pro-
gramme organised at
Power Company’s HO in
Sewabhavan in

Dangania, Chairman
Ankit Anand said that it
is in view of future re-
quirement of power, this
technique will prove to
be much better and there
are lot of possibilities in
the field of Green Energy
in Chhattisgarh. MD
Power Company NK
Bijoura said that five
places in the state have
been finalised for Pump
Storage Hydel Project in

the state and this include
Hasdeo Bango Korba,
Sikaser reservoir
Gariyaband for 1200 MW
each; 1400 MW in
Dangari of Jashpur and
2100 MW in Rouni and
1800 MW power genera-
tion in Kotapalli of
Balrampur. Its feasability
report and DPR will be
prepared by WAPCOS.
Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation
Company has been made
a nodal agency for sur-
vey, research, site selec-
tion, identification and
development for estab-
lishing pump storage
hydel projects.

On this occasion ED
Power Company CL
Netam, Alok Singh, MR
Bagde, CE SP Chelkar,
and ACE WAPCOS
Gaurav Kumar, Project
Manager Arun Dev, AE
Neeraj Verma were pres-
ent.

EC should take cognizance on
comment of Baghel on Netam

Raipur, Nov 30: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday approached
Election Commission to
take action against the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel over his derogatory
remark against the BJP
nominee Bramhanand
Netam for Bhanupratappur
Legislative Assembly by-
polls.

BJP Spokesperson
Rajesh Munat termed the
comment made by CM
Bhupesh Baghel to be
against the respect of
Constitution. He said that
Baghel had been terming
the BJP candidate
Branhanand Netam as a
Rapist whereas the latter is
just included as one of the
associate in the rape case

but the Court has not given
verdict on the issue. Munat
said that the allegation
have not yet been proofed
and hence, Netam should
not be considered as a
Rapist. BJP spokesperson
said that Election
Commission of India
should take cognizance
over the statement of CM
Baghel on the BJP nominee
Bramhanand Netam and
take action against him.

BJP Spokesperson also
termed the statement of
Baghel to be an act of char-
acter assassination of
Netam fearing possible de-
feat of Congress in by-polls.
Munat further stated that
instead of claiming victory
on development work, if
any, the Congress govern-
ment should convince peo-
ple instead of resorting to
character assassination of
BJP candidate.

Ch’garh Assembly to take
up Reservation Bills today

Raipur, Nov 30:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly will take up the
much-talked Chhattisgarh
Public Service (Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe
and Other Backward
Community Reservation)
Amendment Bill 2020 and
Chhattisgarh Educational
Institutes (Reservation in
Admissions) Amendment
Bill 2022 for discussion on
Thursday during the two-
day Special Session being
organized to restore the
reservations for the com-
munity after the High
Court verdict on the issue.

According to the infor-
mation received, the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
would be presenting both
the Amendment Bills on

Thursday afternoon.
Prior to it, the Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
who also holds the finance
portfolio, would table the
second Supplementary
Budget for the fiscal 2022-
23 in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

Officials in Assembly
Secretariat informed that
the two-day session
would begin with
Obituary References to
pay condolence to former

Deputy Speaker of
Assembly Manoj
Mandavi and former
MLA Deepak Patel who
lost their lives recently.

With just few days re-
maining for the polling to
ST reserved
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly by-
polls, the principal oppo-
sition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would grill
the Treasury bench to
create atmosphere

against the Congress gov-
ernment. It is notable
that the BJP had been
holding the present
Congress regime for un-
favourable verdict in
Chhattisgarh High Court
on the ST, ST reserva-
tions. Ruling Congress
would try to restore the
reservations for them in
the Government Services
and Admissions in
Educational Institute
through the Amendment
Bill. It is understood that
the ST reservation would
be restored to 32% where-
as the SC reservation
would be 13%. Similarly,
a 4% reservation for
Unreserved Category too
is on cards for the
Economically Weaker
Section of Society (EWS).
Cabinet has already
cleared the above propos-
als in the Amendment
Bill recently during the
meeting.
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Selected child scien-
tists  to participate in
National Child Science
Congress

Governor met  proba-
tionary officers of the
State Administrative
Service

Union Health Ministry
issued NQAS certificate
to two govt hospitals in
Dhamtari district and
one each in Durg and
Raigarh

Apex Committee meeting
of the State Jal Swachhata
Mission held

Demanding posting of
adequate taffic police
at Agrasen Chowk

For five pump storage
Hydel Electric Project

BJP Spokesperson
writes letter for action

Govt to introduce 2nd
Supplementary Budget
for current fiscal

Raipur, Nov 30:
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission (CYC)
Chairman  Gyanesh
Sharma attended the clos-
ing ceremony of the two-
day National Astrology
Conference 2022 held at
Vrindavan Hall, Raipur
on Tuesday as the chief
guest. Astrologers from
all over the country par-
ticipated in the ceremony.
Prominent in the ceremo-
ny were Dr.
Indubhavanand Ji
Maharaj, Head Acharya

Shri Shankaracharya
Ashram Raipur, Dinesh
Sharma, Secretary
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Raipur,
Dhanvendra Jaiswal,
I n f o r m a t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, Rakesh
Tiwari, Professor Durga
College, Ajit Patel,
Officer, Housing Board,
Dr. Anil Tiwari amd dig-
nitaries including as-
trologers and organisers
were present.

Chairman CYC participated in
National Astrology Conference

Cobra soldier martyred in encounter

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Nov 30: An en-
counter took place be-
tween security forces
and Naxalites in Sukma
district on Tuesday
evening and in this en-
counter a security force
soldier has been mar-
tyred. According to the
information, on
Tuesday evening of Nov
29, between 4:30 and 5:00
pm, the security forces
personnel went on a

search in the new police
camp Dabbakonta and
Pentapad forest, estab-
lished in Chintagufa po-
lice station area of
Konta block in Sukma
district.

Meanwhile, seeing the
jawans coming towards
the Naxalites in the jun-
gle, the Naxalites
opened firing on them.
While handling the
front, the jawans also re-
taliated against the
Maoists.

Seeing the heavy ca-
sualties in the intermit-
tent firing, the
Naxalites took advan-
tage of the dense forests
and ran away.

But one of the securi-
ty force jawan’s was in-
jured in this encounter.
The injured jawan was
sent to CRPF Field
Hospital for treatment.

While undergoing treat-
ment, Head Constable
Suleman of CRPF
Cobra 202 Battalion, res-
ident of District-
Palakkad, Kerala got
martyred.

After paying homage
to the martyr jawan, he
will be sent to his home
town. Sukma S.P. Sunil
Sharma told that the
jawans have claimed
that 3-4 Naxalites were
killed in this incident.
Along with this, rapid
searching is being done
by the jawans sent for
re-information in the
area around the inci-
dent site.

Physiotherapy and dentistry camp by Raipur Sarafa Association

Raipur, Nov 30: A four-
day camp on
Physiotherapy and
Dentistry was inaugurat-
ed on  November 29th,
Tuesday which will con-
tinue till December 2nd by
Raipur Sarafa Association
at Surana Bhawan,
Chotapara, Raipur. In the
camp, treatment for knee
problems, cervical,
spondylitis, frozen shoul-
der, back/neck/heel pain
and tennis elbow through
physiotherapy was provid-
ed by Dr. Kailash Kumar
and Dr. MA Chainam from
Udaipur Rajasthan. Also,
information about dental
problems and treatment of
diseases were being pro-

vided at “Sita Dental
Express” (Chhattisgarh’s
first mobile dental ambu-
lance) run by Dr. Jitendra
Saraf and Dr. Mrs. Priya
Saraf.

In this event of Raipur
Sarafa Association on
Tuesday special guest,
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce, State
President, Amar Parwani
Chamber of Commerce
State media-incharge
Kailash Khemani,
Chhattisgarh CAIT, State
Working President,
Parmanand Jain, State

Secretary Surendra Singh
along with Raipur Sarafa
Patron Mr. Dharam
Bhansali, Trilok Bardia,
Chief Advisor Mangelal
Maloo, Pawan Agarwal,
Uttam Golchha, Narendra
Duggad, Mahaveer Burad,
Bharat Jain, Sunil
Parakh, Sanjay Kanuga,
Mahaveer Maloo,
President Suresh
Bhansali, and Secretary
Deepchand Kotadiya were
present. With the tireless
efforts of Vice President
Harish Daga, Joint
Secretary Praveen Maloo,

Executive Member
Rajendra Sethia, Saurabh
Kothari, Vikas Kanuga
and all patrons, office
bearers and executive
members, the health camp
is being organised in
which Kanhaiya Agarwal
ward corporator, repre-
sentative Manoj Kandoi
was present. About 75 pa-
tients benefited and about
400 patients were  regis-
tered. Special support of
Sri Sadhumargi Jain
Sangh, President, Udayraj
Parakh, Santosh Khatod
and Smita Singh of
Shakuntala Foundation
and Preeti Mishra of
Pratyusha Foundation
have also extended their
support to make the event
successful. The said infor-
mation was provided by
Jitendra Golchha,
Treasurer of Raipur
Sarafa Association.

Lions Club Bemetara organizes health camp
Bemetara, Nov 30: A
health camp was organ-
ized by the Lions Club
Bemetara City in collabo-
ration with the Health
Department Bemetara on
Monday, Nov 28 at
Bemetara near the old bus
stand, near Hanuman
Mandir. In this camp,
blood sugar, blood pres-
sure, Hemoglobin and
Sickling tests were done
for 104 people. Along with
this, proper medical coun-
seling and medicines were
also distributed to all the
people.

Dr. Vinay Tamarkar, sec-

retary of Bemetara Club,
also told about the benefits
of prevention and early de-
tection of blood sugar and
blood pressure. All people
above forty years should
keep checking blood pres-
sure and blood sugar
every year. Blood sugar
and blood pressure cannot
be known without check-

ing. By the time the symp-
toms of blood sugar and
blood pressure appear, it is
too late.

Lions Club Bemetara
City President Surendra
Chhabra, Club Secretary
Dr. Vinay Tamarkar, Club
Treasurer Shatruhan
Sahu, Vice President
Tarachand Maheshwari

were present in this camp.
Rashmi Tamarkar,
Lalchand Motwani,
Dinesh Patel, Prakash
Sheetlani, Deepak Hirani,
Lunkaran Gandhi,
Poshan Singh Thakur,
Lalchand Santwani,
Ghasiram Verma, Dr.
Satish Sharma, Dr. Tanya
Madhyani, health workers
of the district hospital
were present. In the
month of December, an-
other health camp will be
organized by Lions Club
Bemetara City in Ram
Mandir premises, mem-
bers informed

Gajraj Pagaria felicitated by Film Star Govinda 

Raipur, Nov 30: Gajraj
Pagariya, Chancellor of
MATS University, Raipur
was felicitated for his re-
markable contribution in
the field of higher educa-
tion and social service at
Super Indians Rajasthan
Chapter organised by
First India News
Rajasthan and Bharat 24
news channel in Udaipur,
Rajasthan. Cine actor
Govinda was present as
the chief guest in this pro-
gram. In this program,
Govinda discussed with
super stars of various
fields including Mr. Gajraj
Pagariya and appreciated
their efforts.

Chancellor Mr. Gajraj
Pagariya discussed the
topic ‘Foundation of New
India’ as a subject expert

in the panel discussion.
Other subject experts in-
cluding Govinda appreci-
ated the suggestions given
by Mr. Pagariya for devel-
opment in higher educa-
tion and other areas. The
event was organized at
Star Hotel Anant, Udaipur,
Rajasthan

Mr. Gajraj Pagariya was
felicitated with a memen-
to in this program organ-
ised on November 27 at
Five Star Hotel, Udaipur,

Rajasthan. Cine star
Govinda held panel dis-
cussions in three different
sessions with experts
from various fields and
shared valuable insights.

Mr. Gajraj Pagariya in-
formed about the
Chancellor’s Scholarship
and other facilities given
annually to the poor stu-
dents by MATS University
for higher education and
the achievements of the
University, which was ap-

preciated by all the subject
experts. Mr. Gajraj
Pagariya said that MATS
University is providing
immense career opportu-
nities to the students of
Chhattisgarh along with
education with the aim of
the all-round development
of the students. The
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) of the
Government of India
awarded B++ grade to
MATS University  and it is
the first private university
in the state to get this
grade. Rajasthan
Assembly Speaker Dr. CP
Joshi, Channel Head Dr.
Jagdish Chandra,
Rajasthan Foundation
Commissioner Dheeraj
Srivastava, former Mewar
royal family member
Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar
and other dignitaries were
present in the pro-
gramme.

Seminar on Intellectual Property Rights and Plagiarism

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 30: One day
seminar on Intellectual
Property Rights and
Plagiarism was organised
on Wednesday at Basic
Science Centre, Pt RSU
here. Vice Chancellor Prof
Kesharilal Verma was the
chief guest and inaugurat-
ed the seminar. The main
speaker was Dr Amit

Dubey of Chhattisgarh
Council of Science and
Technology who spoke on
‘Intellectual Property
Rights and State Council
Role in its Adressal’. He
explained about patent fil-
ing and its benefit. Dr
Suparn Sengupta spoke
on ‘Knowing, Detecting
and Plagiarism- How and
Why’. The students were
made aware about
Plagiarism and its disad-
vantages.

At the onset welcome

speech was delivered by
Basic Science Centre
Director Prof Kallol
Kumar Ghosh while Dr
Bhanushree Gupta was
the coordinator of this
seminar. A total of 137 per-
sons registered for this
seminar which includes
faculty and students from
Disha Law College,
Rungta College of
Pharmaceutical Science
and Research and
Government Science
College.

Five students of CGS to participate 
in Yoga World cup

Raipur, Nov 30: The
Yoga World Cup 2022 is to
held at Bengaluru from
Dec 2- 4, 2022 at in Swami
Vivekananda Yoga
Anusandhan Sansthan by
International Yoga Sports
Federation.

In this world cup five
students of Columbia
Global School (CGS) viz.
Rudra Singh Thakur and
Yashika Verma from
grade V, Soumya Verma
from grade VI and
Muskan Verma along

with Sakshi Verma from
grade X are going to par-
ticipate and it is a matter
of sheer pride. The selec-
tion of these students in
the World Cup was based
on the performance in na-
tional competitions.

In this World Cup the
participants from twenty
nations which includes
America, Canada,
Mexico, Argentina,
Ireland, Belgium, France,
Sweden,Check Republic,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Iran,
China, Mangolia,
Australia and other par-
ticipants from Indian
Republic shall be partici-

pating.
The Minister for

Information &
Broadcasting, Youth
Affairs as well as Sports
Anurag Singh Thakur
along with the Chief
Minister of Karnataka
Basawraj Bommai shall
be present during inaugu-
ral function of this world
cup.

The team of Columbia
Global School along with
Namesh Kumar Sahu
who has been appointed
as Assistant Coach of
Indian Team have depart-
ed on Nov 29 for
Bengaluru.

Kishore Jadwani,
Chairman as well as
Secretary Harjeet Singh
Hura along with the
Director, Columbia
Global School Ravinder
Singh Hura hailed the
success of entire Yoga
Team under the coaching
of Namesh Kumar Sahu.
The Principal Ivon Smith
also congratulated the
success and wished them
a best of luck 

Wonderfully insightful Youth
Parliament held at DPS Raipur

Raipur, Nov 30: In order
to amplify democratic
ethos in the future citi-
zens, ‘Youth Parliament’
or ‘Model Parliament’
was organized on 26th
November, the
‘Constitution Day’ in the
precincts of DPS, Raipur
by students of class IX.

Under the able guid-
ance of the faculties of
Social Studies depart-
ment, about 40 students
participated to emulate
and understand the work-
ing of our parliamentary
institutions, showcase
and enhance their knowl-
edge by debating on vari-
ous issues, develop
healthy habits of disci-
pline during discussions,
develop tolerance to-
wards the views of others
before adopting resolu-
tions for governance.

The session occurred in
strategic phases where
the first phase was the se-
lection phase. Through a
debate session, the young
parliamentarians were
selected. Later they were
trained through various
debates, discussions and
by watching various pro-
cedures of formation of
government, legislation

and sessions in parlia-
ment. The second session
was conduction of the
youth parliament which
was a representation of
the protocol that takes
place during the Lok
Sabha session.

Presided over by the
‘Speaker’ a wonderfully
insightful Parliament was
held. Apparently, the stu-
dents endorsed various
proceedings of the
Parliament from the de-
tails of the seating
arrangement of the
house to various points
regarding business-like
oath taking, obituary ref-
erence, introduction of
new minister, code of con-
duct, welcome of foreign
delegates, question hour,
zero hour, no confidence
motion, bill reading and
all the other procedures
that usually take place in
the ‘Houses’. Honourable
Prime Minister, Home
Minister, Finance
Minister, Agricultural
Minister, Deputy Speaker
and other council of
Ministers in their ethnic
dress code along with the
representatives of the op-
position parties debated
each bill at length. It was

passed to the satisfaction
of the Houses without
further ado which proved
to be a feast for the eyes
and ears of those assem-
bled to witness the ses-
sion.

During the question
hour session, many im-
portant issues on EWS,
Agnivir, Blue Economy,
EShram, Pollution in
Delhi etc. were raised and
discussed.

The partake of the con-
scientious students was
highly commended by the
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee. He advised
the students to abide by
the principles of the
Constitution and also fol-
low the democratic fervor
of the country to build a
temperament of overall
prosperity at a steady
pace. Lauding the partici-
pants’ awareness, the sen-
ior members of the man-
agement committee also
accorded their faith on
the fact that many stu-
dents, based upon their
enthusiasm and eye for
improvement in various
sectors of the country,
will certainly reach and
justify their parliamen-
tarian position in future.

Research and innovation will get
momentum in CU: Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Nov 30: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal called
on Dr. Sachchidanand
Joshi, Member Secretary,
Indira Gandhi National
Center for the Arts, New
Delhi. During the meeting
held on November 30, 2022,
an MoU was signed be-
tween the two institutions.
Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi,
Member Secretary, Indira
Gandhi National Center
for the Arts, New Delhi,
honored Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal by presenting
him with a shawl.

On this occasion, Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that through this MoU,
teachers and researchers

of both the institutions
will be able to work togeth-
er on research, innovation
and patents. It is our con-
stant endeavor to develop
the Central University as
the center of the academic
world by associating with

national and international
level institutions.

Under the MoU signed
between the Central
University and Indira
Gandhi National Center
for Arts, New Delhi, na-
tional and international

seminars, workshops and
academic meetings will be
organized jointly. This ex-
change between the two
institutions will also be re-
lated to knowledge-based
information, various
areas of research, and re-
sults obtained after techni-
cal analysis during re-
search and experiments.

Pro. Chakrawal said
that after this agreement,
both the institutes will
jointly develop short-term
academic and training
based programs through
which teachers and young
students can get training
as per the needs of indus-
tries and prepare them-
selves keeping in mind the
current requirements.
This is in line with the
National Education
Policy-2020, emphasis has
been laid on preparing
well-rounded graduates
with employable educa-
tion who will prove capa-
ble of creating jobs

through entrepreneur-
ship.

Dr. Joshi appreciated
the positive and spirited
efforts being made by
Guru Ghasidas Central
University under the lead-
ership of Professor
Chakrawal for the success-
ful implementation of the
National Education Policy
2020. He also praised the
novel enterprise of the
Central University,
Swavalambi Chhattisgarh,
adopted for making the
youth self-reliant on the
basis of entrepreneurship
development, skill devel-
opment and value-based
education and the web por-
tal. Dr Joshi extended co-
operation and best wishes
for the international semi-
nar to be held at the
Central University in
February 2023 on the sub-
ject of multifaceted histor-
ical and cultural contact
between India and South-
East Asia.
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Between the security
forces and the
Naxalites 

In association with Sita
Memorial Multispecialty
Dental Clinic.

During a panel discus-
sion on ‘Foundation of
New India’

MoU between CU and
IGNCA New Delhi

At Pt. RSU   

To be held at Bengaluru
from Dec 2-4

Bemetara, Nov 30: Under
the leadership of Sikh
community Bemetara
Hardeep Singh Chhabra
(Raja) Amritsar Darbar
Sahib, 120 devotees re-
turned after visiting 24
Gurdwara Sahib in
Punjab, in which mainly
social worker Hardeep
Singh Chhabra was wel-
comed by Guru Singh
Sabha. On this occasion.
President Pritpal Singh
Chhabra, Kamaljit Singh
Dutta, Pritam Hua, Sohan
Saluja Dilip Saluja social
worker Surendra Chhabra

ji congratulated Raja
Chhabra Shelly Chhabra
were present and wel-
comed the Sangat on the
occasion singing of reli-
gious songs and bursting
of firecrackers with great
enthusiasm.

120 devotees on return from Amritsar welcomed



Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahiwara, Nov 30:
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) Ahiwara
Mandal activists staged a
sit-in protest in front of
Ahiwara Tehsil on
Tuesday against the in-
crease in electricity bill
under statewide public
awareness campaign.

At the time of gherao,
Yuva Morcha workers
broke the barricades and
entered inside while fight-
ing with the police, which
led to former MLA
Rajmahant Sanwala Ram

Dahare getting minor 
injuries.

On this occasion, former
MLA Rajmahant Sawla
Ram Dahre, District
General Secretary BJP and
Municipal President
Natwar Tamarkar, Ravi
Shankar Singh, Narendra
Yadav, Chanchal Bafna,
Laxman Kshatriya, Liman
Sahu, Amita Banjare,
Ashwani Tandon, KK
Khelwar, Durgesh Gupta
and other workers were
present. Addressing the
workers Former MLA
Ahiwara Rajmahant
Sanwalaram Dahre said

that this movement is not
going to be suppressed and
at the same time, remind-
ing the Congress govern-
ment of their promises, he
said there was a promise of
electricity bill to be half,
and now the bill for single
light connection is coming
at Rs 1800, he said. BJP
District General Secretary
Natwar Tamarkar, BJP
State Working Committee
member Ravi Shankar
Singh, District Co-
Treasurer Chanchal Bafna
also addressed the workers
and condemned the surge
in the electricity bill.

100 bags of illegally
stored paddy seized

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Nov 30: Under
the guidance of District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh, the work of pur-
chasing paddy on the sup-
port price in the district is
being conducted smoothly
here in the district.

Till November 29,
65,563.20 quintals of paddy
has been sold by 1,709
farmers in 20 procurement
centers of the district and
as per the instructions of
the Collector, the lifting of
paddy procured from the
paddy procurement cen-
ters is also going on.

The entire system is
being closely monitored so
that farmers do not face
any kind of problem in
selling paddy and suffi-
cient quantity of gunny
bags are available in all

the procurement centres.
And as part of the close
monitoring, 6 bags of old
paddy was returned in
Podi, 100 bags of illegally
stored paddy were seized
from grocery store, on the
instructions of the
Collector.

Continuous inspection
is also being done by the
nodal officers appointed
for investigation and ac-
tion is also being taken on

non-standard paddy and
according to the informa-
tion received, last Friday,
under the leadership of
Tehsildar Baikunthpur
Manharan Singh Rathia,
the grocery shops under
Tehsil were investigated,
in which 100 sacks of ille-
gal paddy storage were
found from the grocery
store of Sunil Kumar
Rajwada during investiga-
tion in village Amapara.

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 30: Trade
fair is to commence in the
district from December
eight, and for which a
meeting was organized by
the Stars of Tomorrow
Welfare Society Mungeli
at Hotel Puneet.

In this event, along with
education, health, agricul-
ture, automobile, small
and cottage industries, an
action plan was also pre-
pared for setting up maxi-
mum stalls of various
schemes run by the gov-
ernment, so that the com-
mon people can get maxi-
mum benefits.

On this occasion, the or-
ganization's secretary and

stall in-charge Vinod
Yadav emphasized that
this time our effort will be
to encourage local traders
to set up more and more
stalls, so that business can
expand in
Mungeli.Organization's
convener Rampal Singh
inspired all the members
and said that the organiza-
tion has been successfully
organizing the trade fair
for the last 6 years and it is
the responsibility of all of
us to increase the
grandeur of this event fur-
ther.

At the end of the meet-
ing, Chairman Mahavir
Singh said that this time
we all need to work harder
because this event is being

organized after two years
due to the Covid period.

During the meeting,
also a team was formed
for various activities like
cultural programs, stall
booking, publicity, media
in-charge, government
stalls, guest hospitality,
food arrangements, for the
successful organization of
the fair.

On this occasion, orga-
nization's convenor
Rampal Singh, co-coordi-
nator Ramsharan Yadav,
president Mahavir Singh,
secretary Vinod Yadav,
treasurer Dhanraj
Parihar, Dinesh Goyal,
Satpal Makkar, Gokhlesh
Singh, and others were
present.

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Nov 30:
It was  under leadership of
the State President of Sarv
Samaj Yuwa (SSY)
Ashwini Bablu Trivendra,
a foot-march was taken out
from Sejbahar in Raipur to
Giroudpuri dhaam on Nov
26. It was after prayers at
Sejbahar, the foot-march
left for Giroudhpuri via
Raipur, to Dunda,
Devpuri, Gurudwara,
Amlidih, Lodhipara
Chowk, Mowa, Saddu,
Shanti Sarovar, Kachana
and reached Baradera
dhaam. Here the pedestri-
ans on foot-march carry-
ing the flag were accorded
warm welcome.

The pedestrian offered

prayers at Guru Amardas
Gurudwara and took
blessing and on the second
day left for Giroudhpuri

dhaam. In this foot-march,
both the youth and public
representatives also took
part and this included

Pankaj Sharma, Anita
Sharma MLA Dharshiwa,
Narayan Kurre President
Krishi Upaj Mandi, Papu

Rajendra Banjare NRDA
Director, and other public
reps and youths from Sarv
Yuwa Samaj. The mem-

bers of foot-march are
being welcomed at various
places and many a groups
are also taking part. The
Yatra is promoting 'Satnam
Sandesh', progress of Sarv
Samaj and its develop-
ment; de-addiction and
other such messages for
the society and it will reach
upto 'Giroudhpuri dhaam'
and return from there after
prayers on Dec 1.

The members in foot-
march were welcomed by
social worker from
Baradera Dhaam viz.
Santosh Kosaria, Vinod
Yadav Semaria, Ved
Prakash Ratre, Khanesh
Kosaria, Lokesh Sinha,
Semaria, Deepak Kosaria,
Subhash Diwakar, Raju
Sahu and others.

New teacher appointed
in Middle School

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Nov 30:
Taking into cognizance
the complaint about the
vacant posts in Middle
School Purena, BEO made
appointment of a teacher
immediately. A news about
the shortage of teacher
was published with promi-
nence.

Recently Yuwa
Sarpanch of Gram Purena
Tarachand Netam
through a written letter

had apprised the BEO
about the shortage of
teachers in Middle School.
So taking the same seri-
ously, BEO Fattelal
Kosaria issued an order
appointment Manisha
Sori, teaching in Primary
School Kesali as teacher in
Middle School Purena.

It was in view of active-
ness by Sankul in-charge
Manoj Verma, that the
teacher was brought for
studies, so that there is no
hindrance in studying of
students in the school.
There is lot of enthusiasm
among the Sarpanch and
students of the school on
appointment of new
teacher.

Residents of ward 
No. 2-3 facing water crisis

Central Chronicle News

Mudhipar, Nov 30:
In ward No. 2-3 of
Gram Parsahi of
Khairagarh block,
the boring is not
functional and due
to which the ward
residents are facing
drinking water
problem. The bore
running through
solar energy is not
functional and caus-
ing problems to
ward residents.

Ward resident
Bala Ram Sahu had
to go to house
Laduram Sahu's
house to fetch
drinking water. The
women and men of
the village have ap-
prised Sarpanch
Ram Sahu about the
water crisis, but he
is not taking it seri-
ously and only cites
shortage of labour

as reason behind it getting
delayed. The villagers from

Ward No. 2 charged that
even there is no develop-

ment work in the
ward. Dilip Sahu,
Pitamber Sahu,
Bharat Sahu,
Ramdin Sahu,
Nirmalram Sahu,
Gaindu Sahu,
Ramotin bai, Sohada
Bai, Bna Bai,
Yashoda Bai and oth-
ers have urged the
Sarpanch to get the
borewell repaired at
the earliest.

Complaint in this
regard will be made
to Janpad Panchayat
K h a i r a g a r h .
Sarpanch rep
Yudhisthir Sahu in-
formed he got the in-
formation about
mal-function of
borewell from the
villagers and in case
if they are facing
any other problem,
they should inform
him without fail.

BJP’s by-poll candidate skip’
J’khand Police’ summons 

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Nov  30: The
Bharatiya Janata Party's
candidate for the December
5 Bhanupratappur
Assembly by-poll in
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday
skipped the Jharkhand po-
lice's summons in connec-
tion with a rape case lodged
in the neighbouring state.

The election agent of the
candidate, Brahmanand
Netam, said he has submit-
ted a reply to the
Jharkhand Police on the
leader's behalf stating
Netam is busy with elec-
tioneering. The three other
accused in the case, also
residents of Kanker in
Chhattisgarh, failed to ap-
pear before the Jharkhand
Police, an official said.

Former BJP MLA
Brahmanand Netam and
three others were named as
accused in a case lodged on
May 15, 2019, at Telco police
station in Jamshedpur in
connection with a 15-year-
old girl allegedly being
pushed into the flesh trade
and raped by several per-
sons, officials said.

A police team from Telco
police station reached
Kanker on Monday and
contacted local police to
trace the whereabouts of
Netam and three others, a
senior Chhattisgarh Police
official said.

The Jharkhand police
personnel accompanied by
local police were seen out-
side the houses of all the
four accused and serving
notices seeking their ap-
pearance at 10 am on
Tuesday.

Subsequently, a group of

BJP leaders led by MLA
Saurabh Singh and election
agent of Netam, Nand
Kumar Ojha, reached
Kanker Kotwali police sta-
tion this afternoon and met
the Jharkhand Police team.

Ojha said Jharkhand
Police had handed over a
notice to Netam's son this
morning at his house in
Charama area and he has
submitted its reply to
them. Ojha said he told the
police team that Netam
was busy in campaigning
for the bypoll.

"I told Jharkhand Police
that Netam is yet to receive
the notice as he is busy
campaigning. It will be
more convenient if they
serve a notice or take any
action after December 8
(the day when the counting
of votes for the bypoll will
be held).

"We will cooperate with

them in the future. We have
submitted a reply to the no-
tice in writing as well as
verbally which they have
accepted," Ojha said.
According to police, three
other accused in the case
also failed to appear before
the visiting police team.

Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) from
Jharkhand, Sumit Kumar,
said the police arrived in
Kanker to investigate the
2019 case and raids are
being conducted (in
Kanker district) to arrest
some accused.

The FIR was registered
under sections 366 A (procu-
ration of minor girl), 376
(rape), 376 AB (rape on a
woman under twelve years
of age) and other relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code, the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, and

The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act.

Meanwhile, Netam was
seen campaigning for the
bypoll in the
Bhanupratappur area dur-
ing the day. The ruling
Congress on November 20
raised the issue and shared
the case details triggering a
political storm.

The opposition BJP had
responded by alleging a con-
spiracy by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in collu-
sion with the Hemant
Soren-led government in
Jharkhand to malign
Netam's image, fearing de-
feat in the byelection.

The bypoll for
Bhanupratappur seat (re-
served for ST candidates)
was necessitated due to the
death of Congress MLA and
Chhattisgarh Assembly's
Deputy Speaker Manoj
Singh Mandavi last month.
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p Earlier work of 4
teachers was
taken from 2

p From a grocery store

p In rape case

Satnam Sandesh ‘padytra’ welcomed in Baradera

Restore 
facility of

‘Swachchata
Commandos’

NNaannddiinnii--  AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  NNoovv  3300::
Ahirwara Nagar Palika
President Natwar
Tamrakar through a
letter to the Minister
for Urban Admn. and
Development Dr Shiv
Kumar Daharia has
urged  him to restore
' S a w c h c h a t a
Commandos'. In the
letter he has men-
tioned that sanction
for appoitment of 15
' S w a c h c h a t a
Commando' was made
few years back and
due to which the sani-
tation and cleanliness
in city was going on
smoothly. But last
since September
month, Sawchchata
Commandos have
been removed from
this work and it has put
the cleanliness work
on standstill. So
Tamrakar has urged
the Minister to re-start
the system once again,
so as to resume proper
cleanliness.

p To ensure proper
cleanliness

Natwar Tamrakar

Collector holds meeting of
NGT Task Force Samiti

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Nov 30:
Under chairmanship of
Collector Nilesh Kumar
Kshirsagar, meeting of
District Trask Force
Samiti of NGT was held
in the meeting room of
Collectorate here on
Tuesday.

Collector asked the of-
ficers of respective de-
partments to strictly fol-
low and adhere to orders
of NGT and asked them
to be responsible to-
wards their responsibili-
ties for their department
and delegate work like-
wise.

He gave instructions to
the officers to ensure re-
moval of solid-waste

management; lifting of
door-to-door waste and
its collection; dumping
work. On this occasion
solid waste management
and parameter indicator
was also reviewed.

In context of
Swachchata, the work
done by the urban units
was also reviewed.
Meeting was attended by

CHMO Dr RS Banjare,
Upper Collector OP
Kosaria, Durgesh Kumar
Verma, SDM Umesh
Sahu, Nagar Palika offi-
cer of distrit Ashish
Tiwari, Sachiv DLSA
Damodar Prasad
Chandra were present.

Collector Krshirsagar
asked to fine penalty
against those spreading

waste and making city
dirty. He also spoke
about bringing the waste
from nearby urban bod-
ies and lifting of the old
waste lying dumped in
the region and its expan-
sion upto Dumping yard.
He asked to follow all
rules of NGT and ensure
rain-water harvesting
without fail.

Trade fair to commence
from December Eight

Activists of BJYM Ahiwara
Mandal stage sit-in protest 

Full Scale Joint Disaster
Management  exercise
by Sambalpur Division 

Sambalpur, Nov 30: East
Coast Railway, Sambalpur
Division organized a  Full
Scale Joint Disaster
Management  Exercise  at
Kantabanji Railway Station
on 30th November-2022. In
the exercise National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), Munduli, Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action
Force(ODRAF), Local
Administration, State Fire
service, State health serv-
ice, Railway Scouts &
Guide, Local NGOs and all
departments of Railway
were participated. The exer-
cise was conducted using
modern equipment's like
cutting of Rail coach body,
firefighting  and quick med-
ical evacuation. Divisional
Railway Manager,
Sambalpur, Vineet Singh
visited the site and interact-
ed with all  the participants.
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Hit by low occupancy, Bharat
Gaurav train fares to be slashed

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

The fares of the Bharat
Gaurav trains are likely to
be slashed by 20-30 per cent
after low occupancy forced
the IRCTC to cancel at least
two of its special tour pack-
ages, sources said here. A
final decision is yet to be
taken.

The Railways’ nod to the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) to reduce fares of
the special train comes
barely a year after the serv-
ice was launched.

So far, the transporter
has managed to operate just
one service of the train on
the Ramayana circuit. The
AC-3 tier fare for an 18-day
tour in the Bharat Gaurav
tourist train is Rs 62,000.

While the train was
launched to give a “concert-
ed thrust to efforts for pro-
motion of domestic

tourism through provision
of better quality coaches
and viable tour packages”,
the sources said, the high
fares pushed it as a “luxury
brand” for a certain section
of people.

They indicated that while
a final decision on the rate
cut was yet to be taken, the
low occupancy of the train
has been blamed on its high
ticket fares as well as the
discomfort of the 15-year-
old ICF coaches provided
for the service.

“Approval has been given
to make the fares of sleeper
and AC-3 classes cheaper.
IRCTC will take a final deci-
sion on this soon. It will be
cheaper by at least 20-30 per
cent. After this, the tour op-
erator will announce it,” a
source said.

“The problem is that the
fares are too high for an av-
erage middle-class traveller.
Also, they were used to
availing the Bharat
Darshan trains which were
much cheaper,” the source

added.
Till now, the Railways

has cancelled two planned
services — the Bharat
Gaurav Special Shri
Jagannath Yatra Rail Tour,
which was to commence on
November 8, and the second
Ramayana Circuit Bharat
Gaurav train — due to lack
of occupancy.

Officials said the IRCTC
has written multiple letters
to the Railway Board, high-
lighting the issues with the
Bharat Gaurav trains and
even the loss in revenue for
the operator due to low oc-
cupancy. It had maintained
that the price of the tickets
were too high. The Railway
Board, it seems, has finally
acquiesced. In a circular is-
sued last week, it gave ap-
proval to use only LHB
coaches for the service,
which means that pilgrims
will have sleeper and AC3
coaches with comfortable
berths, better lighting, mo-
bile charging points, and
other facilities.

Maha-K’taka Boundary Dispute

Belagavi (Karnataka), Nov 30 (PTI): 

With a raging border dis-
pute between Karnataka
and neighbouring
Maharashtra, and the mat-
ter set to come up before the
Supreme Court, police have
tightened security in the
border district.

Police officials said they
have installed 21 checkposts
in Belagavi district includ-
ing the city, and also addi-
tional Karnataka State
Reserve Police (KSRP)
forces have been deployed.

“We have decided to take
measures to see to it that no
untoward incident takes
place, with a case coming up
in the Supreme Court and
also to see to it that inci-
dents that happened last
week don’t repeat,” ADGP
(Law and Order) Alok
Kumar has said.

With an intention to

maintain peace in the bor-
der areas, Karnataka and
the Maharashtra police on
Tuesday held a meeting at
Nippani.

In the meeting, they have
decided to act tough against
elements trying to disrupt
peace and harmony and
cause damage to public
properties.

This comes in the wake of
some incidents like causing
damage or blackening of
buses and vehicles on both
sides over the border dis-
pute. The police also said
that they are taking all pre-
cautionary measures, in the
wake of the possible visit by
Maharashtra Ministers
Chandrakant Patil and
Shambhuraj Desai to
Belagavi on December 3 to
meet the functionaries of
Maharashtra Ekikaran
Samiti (MES) (pro
Maharashtra outfit), active

here. A senior official said,
the state police won’t block
any private visits of leaders
from Maharashtra, but will
act if there are any at-
tempts to disrupt peace. All
the precautionary meas-
ures have and will continue
to be taken in the wake of
the court case, possible visit
of the Maharashtra
Ministers and the upcom-
ing Assembly session here
in Belagavi from December
19.

The border dispute dates
back to the 1960s after the
reorganisation of states on
linguistic lines.Maharashtra
laid claim to Belagavi which
was part of the erstwhile
Bombay Presidency as it has
a sizable Marathi-speaking
population. It also laid claim
to a number of Marathi-
speaking villages which are
currently part of
Karnataka.

Mamata promises to address water woes, connectivity issues 

Hasnabad, Nov 30 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday
promised to address water
woes and connectivity
problems in North 24
Parganas, and said a mas-
ter plan to develop the
Sundarbans region would
soon be drafted and sent to
Niti Aayog for its consider-
ation.

The CM, who visited
Taki College during the
day, said its second cam-
pus would shortly come up
in the district.

People in Hasnabad
were heard complaining
of drinking water woes to
the CM, who is in the dis-
trict on a three-day visit.

Banerjee immediately
directed additional dis-
trict magistrate (ADM)
Preeti Goyal to facilitate

the supply of drinking
water to all homes in the
area.

“I’ve heard about your
water-related problems.
We are working on it. By
2024, we will connect all
households with tap
water. I’ll ask ADM Preeti
Goyal, who will be in

charge of Sundarbans, to
work with Public Health
Engineering department
and start supplying water
within seven days,” she
told the villagers of
Khapukur.

She also said that dam-
aged roads would be re-
built in the area.

Banerjee had on
Tuesday assured people of
the region of improving
infrastructure, with her
government all set to cre-
ate Sundarbans as a dis-
trict “soon”.

Earlier in the day, the
CM interacted with chil-
dren at a primary school
here, and distributed
chocolates and soft toys
among them.

The CM also handed
over winter garments and
sarees to the locals of
Khapukur in Hasnabad.

During lunch, she
stopped by the residence
of a local woman, Namita
Mondal.

Banerjee was seen rel-
ishing rice with ‘Tangra’
and ‘Rupchand’ fish.

Mondal rued that she
was yet to get benefits of
the state government’s
Lakshmir Bhandar cash
transfer scheme.

The CM assured her of
all possible help.

‘Concerted efforts needed to
give RGU a pan India character’
Itanagar, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Arunachal Pradesh
Governor Brig Dr B D
Mishra (Retd) on
Wednesday stressed the
need for concerted effort
by students and faculty to
give Rajiv Gandhi
University (RGU), a pan
India character.

Addressing the 20th con-
vocation of the Central
varsity at Doimukh, near
here, the governor while
emphasizing for ensuring
academic excellence, said
that the pan India charac-
ter will facilitate the uni-
versity in having accom-
plished teachers, knowl-
edge park, personality
growth of students and ex-
amples of good leadership.

Mishra underscored
that peace, order and disci-
pline in the educational
campus are more impor-

tant. All issues can be re-
solved by dialogue and
lawlessness, breakage and
damage of properties and
agitations should not be
resorted to on the premise
he said.

“As a central universi-
ty,U must have proper aca-
demic calendar and its
must be implemented in
letter and spirit. Cent per
cent classes must be run

by teachers and attended
by students,” he said.

The governor advised
the degree recipients to
abide by the Constitution
of India and perform
their fundamental duties
as enshrined in the consti-
tution. The governor
asked the students to
work hard and realize
their social responsibility
and advised them to work
for the welfare of the peo-
ple in whatever way and
whenever required.

He stressed that the
passing out students must
not run after government
jobs but start off some
‘start ups’ and become job
providers.

“Pay back to society,” he
said, adding that no work
is small or below dignity
as long as it does not
break the social or legal
norms.

‘Career guidance to classes 11, 12 students crucial’
New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Stressing upon the im-
portance of career guid-
ance to students of classes
11 and 12, the Delhi High
Court has said the authori-
ties must ensure there is
an appropriate system of
counselling in place in
schools.

Justice Sanjeev Narula
said it is essential that stu-
dents are counselled about
decision making processes
and directed the Delhi gov-
ernment to examine the
issue of providing career
guidance to school stu-
dents in consultation with
experts.

The court passed the
order on a petition by an
“exemplary student” who
failed to secure admission
in Delhi University, al-
legedly on account of his
school not cautioning him
that two of the subjects
opted by him in class 12

were not considered as
“main” subjects by the
varsity, which attracted a
penalty of 2.5% deduction
of marks at the time of ad-
mission.

The court refused to
grant the reliefs sought by
the petitioner but said if
students are made aware
of the admission policies
of different universities, it
will help them make an in-
formed decision regarding
their subject choices.

“It must be emphasised
that career guidance to
students in Class XI and
XII is crucial. It is indeed
essential that students are
counselled in this deci-
sion-making process.
Respondent authorities,
who supervise education
imparted to students,
must step-in to ensure that
there is an appropriate
system of counselling in
schools, career guidance
programmes/ career fairs,

to assist students,” said
the court in its recent
order.

The court recorded
while the Delhi govern-
ment counsel concurred
that such systems must be
in place, “he is unable to
readily cite the same”.

“Accordingly, the pres-
ent petition is disposed of
with a direction to GNCTD
(Delhi government)/ DoE
(Department of
Education) to examine
this issue in consultation
with experts in the field
and in case, any lacunae is
required to be filled-in,
they may do so by issuing
appropriate directions to
schools,” the court or-
dered. The court rejected
the petitioner’s prayer to
cancel the CBSE affilia-
tion of his school, saying it
lacks foundation and is un-
tenable as “improper ca-
reer counselling to some
students cannot be a

ground for de-affiliation/
de-accreditation, in ab-
sence of any statutory pro-
vision that provides for
such a penalty”.

It also observed there
was no basis to hold that
the petitioner’s choice was
not voluntary and that the
school should have disap-
proved or opposed his op-
tion because it was likely
to impact his admission
prospects in DU.

“Petitioner’s contention
is farfetched and exhibits
a very orthodox approach
towards education centred
around scoring marks.
The School, on the other
hand, would have a differ-
ent approach of holistic
development of students
and would encourage
them to select subjects
based on their aptitude.
Scoring of marks cannot
therefore, be the sole crite-
ria for selecting a subject,”
the court said.

Lalu to undergo kidney transplant 
Kurhani (Bihar), Nov 30 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Janata Dal
president Lalu Prasad will
go under the knife at
Singapore on December 5
for a kidney transplant,
his son and Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi
Yadav said on Wednesday.

The RJD heir apparent
made the disclosure at a
rally in Kurhani assembly
segment, where the dis-
qualification of the party’s
MLA Anil Sahani has ne-
cessitated a by-poll, which,
incidentally, is also sched-
uled for December 5.

“Lalu ji wanted to be
here, but he is in

Singapore where he will
undergo a kidney trans-
plant on December 5. He
has, however, asked me to
convey his message to you
that he wants the BJP to
be defeated,” said Yadav,
whose party is backing
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) in
Kurhani.

“Lalu ji has asked me to
remind you all that his
poor health is to be
blamed on the vendetta
politics of the BJP, which
has forced him to spend a
long time in jail,” said
Yadav.

Prasad enjoys a cult sta-
tus among the OBCs and
the minorities, despite al-
legations of corruption
during the tenure as Bihar

CM and Railway Minister.
“The vendetta contin-

ues. Even on the day we
were proving majority on
the floor of the House,
raids were being conduct-
ed on the premises of our
people,” Yadav said.

Alleging that the BJP
serves the interests of the
supper rich and is least
bothered about the com-
mon people, the young
RJD leader claimed there
were attempts to convert
Bihar into a communal
cauldron.

Referring to Nitish
Kumar’s exit from NDA in
August, Yadav said, “We
thank him for the coura-
geous step which has
strengthened our fight
against forces hell bent

upon destroying the
Constitution, and selling
off national assets to pri-
vate players.”

“But for the farmers’
protests, our land would
have been put up for sale.
Even the armed forces
have not been spared.
Jawans are going to be
hired on four-year con-
tracts and will retire at the
young age of 22 years,”
said Yadav, referring to
the Agnipath’ scheme.

Yadav, who holds the
health portfolio, also told
the public meeting that 1.5
lakh recruitments will be
made soon in the depart-
ment, which will be anoth-
er step in the direction of
fulfilling the promise of 10
lakh government jobs.

AWARENESS PROGRAMME

Volunteers release a hot air balloon during an awareness programme on the eve of World AIDS Day, on the bank of
Ganga river in Kolkata, Wednesday.

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Relatives of patients receive free cooked food from a community van at a 
government hospital, in Jalandhar, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Suspended 
 Jammu: A deputy super-

intendent of police post-
ed in the crime branch
has been suspended after
being caught by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau
while accepting a bribe
of Rs 50,000 more than
two weeks ago, an official
order issued on
Wednesday said.
Varinder Singh has been
placed under suspension
with effect from
November 11, the date he
was arrested, and booked
in a case under the
Prevention of
Corruption Act at the
Anti-Corruption police
station in Jammu, it said.

Bill 
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The Kerala government
on Wednesday decided
to move a Bill in the leg-
islative assembly, when
it convenes from
December 5, for replac-
ing the Governor with
eminent academicians
as Chancellor of the
universities in the state.
A draft Bill in this re-
gard was approved by a
cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan here during the
day, a government
source confirmed.

Surrender
 Ranchi: CPI(Maoist)

commander for
Chakarbandha and
Chaksaliya area,
Kamlesh Yadav surren-
dered before the police
in Jharkhand’s Chatra
district on Wednesday,
police said. Yadav was
wanted in connection
with several criminal
cases, including mur-
der and there are eight
cases against him at
Pratapur, Kunda and
Manatu police stations
of the district, it said.

Shop fire
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out at a cloth
shop in central Delhi’s
Chandni Chowk area
on Wednesday, fire offi-
cials said. Fire fighters
were informed about
the blaze at 10.38 am,
the officials said. Six
fire tenders were
rushed to the spot and
the blaze was brought
under control at 11.35
am. No casualty was re-
ported, they added.

Suicide 
 Ambala: A 17-year-old

boy allegedly hanged
himself at his home
here. Police suspect that
he was under academic
stress. The boy’s father,
who works as a
plumber in Ambala
cantonment, told the po-
lice that the Class 12
student killed himself
on Tuesday when he
was alone at home.

Detained 
 Gangtok: The

Sikkim Police have
detained four persons
for allegedly carrying
sharp weapons dur-
ing former chief min-
ister and Sikkim
Democratic Front
(SDF) supremo
Pawan Kumar
Chamling’s padaya-
tra in Pakyong dis-
trict two days ago.

Indian and US Army 
personnel during a hu-
manitarian and disaster
relief exercise (HADR)
amid the Indo-US joint
exercise ‘Yudh Abhyas’,
in Tapovan, Uttarakhand,
Wednesday.

 On Dec 5

Brig Dr B D Mishra (Retd)

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banrjee interacts with
people at Khapukur village, during a visit to North 24
Parganas district.

 In N-24 Parganas Security tightened in Belagavi district

 By 20-30 %



VOLCANO BLAST

In this satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies, lava flows from the Mauna Loa volcano on the Big Island of
Hawaii. Waves of orange, glowing lava and ash blasted and billowed from the world’s largest active volcano in its
first eruption in 38 years, and officials told people living on Hawaii’s Big Island to be ready in the event of a worst-
case scenario.

TEA EVENT AT INDIAN EMBASSY IN USA

Ambassador of India to the United States Taranjit Singh Sandhu interacts with tea lovers during an event, at the

Indian Embassy in Washington, DC, USA. 
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Beijing, Nov 30 (AP):

China’s ruling
Communist Party has
vowed to “resolutely
crack down on infiltration
and sabotage activities by
hostile forces,” following
the largest street demon-
strations in decades
staged by citizens fed up
with strict anti-virus re-
strictions.

The statement from the
Central Political and
Legal Affairs
Commission released late
on Tuesday comes amid a
massive show of force by
security services to deter
a recurrence of the
protests that broke out
over the weekend in
Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou and several

other cities.
While it did not directly

address the protests, the
statement serves as a re-
minder of the party’s de-
termination to enforce its
rule.

Hundreds of SUVs,
vans and armoured vehi-
cles with flashing lights
were parked along city
streets Wednesday while
police and paramilitary
forces conducted random
ID checks and searched
people’s mobile phones
for photos, banned apps or
other potential evidence
that they had taken part
in the demonstrations.

The number of people
who have been detained at
the demonstrations and
in follow-up police actions
is not known.

China vows crackdown on ‘hostile
forces’ as public tests Xi

United Nations, Nov 30 (AP):

The UN special envoy for
Syria warned that the cur-
rent military escalation in
Syria is dangerous for
civilians and regional sta-

bility, and he urged Turkey
and Kurdish-led forces in
the north to de-escalate im-
mediately and restore the
relative calm that has pre-
vailed for the last three
years. Geir Pedersen told
the Security Council that
the U.N.’s call for maxi-
mum restraint and de-esca-
lation also applies to other
areas in Syria. He pointed
to the upsurge in truce vio-
lations in the last rebel-
held stronghold in north-
west Idlib, airstrikes at-
tributed to Israel in
Damascus, Homs, Hama
and Latakia, as well as re-
ported airstrikes on the

Syria-Iraq border and se-
curity incidents and
fresh military clashes in
the south.

In northwest Idlib, he
said, government
airstrikes have killed and
injured civilians who fled
fighting during the nearly
12-year war and now live
in camps. He said the at-
tacks destroyed their
tents and displaced hun-
dreds of families.

UN envoy: Military escalation
in Syria is dangerous

Jackson (US), Nov 30 (AP):

Residents in several
towns across Louisiana and
Mississippi took cover as
tornado sirens blared late
Tuesday, and forecasters
warned of the threat of
strong twisters capable of
tracking long distances on
the ground as a severe
weather outbreak erupted
in the Deep South. There
were no immediate reports
of severe damage or in-
juries as multiple tornado
warnings were issued start-
ing Tuesday afternoon and
continuing into the night-
time hours as heavy thun-
derstorms rolled from east-
ern Texas to Georgia and as
far north as Indiana.

The National Weather
Service confirmed that tor-
nados hit the ground in
Mississippi on Tuesday
evening and Alabama was
in the forecast path of the
storms during the
overnight hours. More than

25 million people were at
risk as the vast storm sys-
tem. The national Storm
Prediction Centre said in its
storm outlook that affected
cities could include New
Orleans; Memphis and
Nashville in Tennessee;
and Birmingham,
Alabama. The NWS re-
ceived reports of people
trapped at a grocery store
in Caledonia, Mississippi,
just after 6 pm. Lowndes
County Emergency
Management Agency
Director Cindy Lawrence
told WTVA-TV the people
inside the grocery store
made it out safely.
Lawrence also said a fam-
ily trapped in a house
about a mile (1.6 km) from
the store escaped.

Additional reports of
property damage near
Columbus were received
by the NWS, according to
Lance Perrilloux, a fore-
caster with the agency.

Heavy rain and hail as

big as tennis balls were also
possible as forecasters said
the weather outbreak was
expected to continue into
Wednesday.

Storms cause major tornadoes, flooding 

Beijing, Nov 30 (PTI):

China on Wednesday
said it was opposed to the
joint Indo-US military ex-
ercises being held near the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC), asserting that it vi-
olates the spirit of the two
border agreements signed
between New Delhi and
Beijing.

The 18th edition of the
India-US joint military ex-
ercise ‘Yudh Abhyas’ is
currently underway in
Uttarakhand, about 100
km from the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

It aims to enhance inter-
operability and share ex-
pertise between both
armies in peacekeeping
and disaster relief opera-
tions. The nearly two-week

exercise began earlier this
month. “The joint military
exercise between India
and the US close to the
LAC at the China-India
border violates the spirit
of the agreement between
China and India in 1993
and 1996,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
told a media briefing here.
“It does not serve the mu-
tual trust between China
and India”, he said in re-
sponse to a question posed
by a correspondent from
Pakistan. The Chinese
Foreign Ministry’s refer-
ence to the 1993 and 1996
agreements is interesting
as India termed the
People’s Liberation
Army’s (PLA) attempts to
move a large number of

troops to the disputed
areas in the LAC in east-
ern Ladakh in May 2020 vi-
olated the bilateral agree-
ments which state that the
boundary question is re-
solved through peaceful
and friendly consulta-
tions. The military exer-
cise is conducted annually
between India and the US
with the aim of exchang-
ing best practices, tactics,
techniques and proce-
dures between the armies
of the two nations. “The
18th Edition of India-US
Joint Exercise
#YudhAbhyas com-
menced today at Foreign
Training Node, Auli. The
aim of Joint Exercise is to
enhance interoperability
& share expertise between
both the Armies in Peace

Keeping & Disaster Relief
Operations. #IndianArmy
#IndiaUSFriendship,” the
Indian Army tweeted on
November 19. The previ-
ous edition of the exercise
was conducted at Joint
Base Elmendorf
Richardson, Alaska, the
US in October 2021, offi-
cials said. The Ministry of
Defence here on November
15 had said that US Army
soldiers of 2nd Brigade of
the 11th Airborne Division
and Indian Army soldiers
from the Assam Regiment
will be participating in the
exercise. The joint exercise
will also focus on humani-
tarian assistance and dis-
aster relief (HADR) opera-
tions. Troops from both na-
tions will practice launch-
ing swift and coordinated

relief efforts in the wake of
any natural calamity, the
ministry said. The exer-
cise between the armies of
India and the US will facili-
tate both armies to share
their wide experiences,
skills and enhance their
techniques through infor-
mation exchange. In
August, the Chinese mili-
tary expressed similar con-
cern over the India-US mil-
itary exercises. Since the
June 2020 Galwan Valley
clash between Chinese and
Indian armies, bilateral
ties between the two coun-
tries have taken a severe
hit. India has consistently
maintained that peace and
tranquility along the LAC
are important to the over-
all development of bilater-
al relations with China.

India-US military drills near LAC violate the
spirit of Sino-India agreements: China

Dhaka, Nov 30 (PTI):

Newly-appointed Indian
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Pranay
Verma called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
here on Wednesday during
which they pledged to
work together to curb ter-
rorism in the region.
Verma, a 1994-batch
Indian Foreign Service of-
ficer, met Hasina a month
after presenting his cre-
dentials to President
Abdul Hamid on October
27.

“India has a policy for
neighbouring countries.
But Bangladesh gets the
highest priority.
Bangladesh always gets
priority in any case,”
Verma was quoted as say-
ing by a PMO spokesper-

son during his meeting
with Prime Minister
Hasina at her official
Ganabhaban residence.
Noting that Bangladesh is
“a very good friend” of
India, Verma said the two
countries will work to-
gether to stamp out terror-
ism in the region.

Echoing the envoy’s
comments, Hasina said
Bangladesh has vowed not
to allow terrorists to use

its soil. “(The ruling)
Awami League never ever
pampers terrorism and it
never allows the use of
Bangladesh soil for the
purpose,” she said. She
also said her government
believes that terrorism
has no religion and bound-
aries. Hasina said she be-
lieves that Bangladesh and
India could resolve all out-
standing issues, including
Teesta river water shar-

ing, through dialogue.
According to the PMO
spokesperson, Verma told
Hasina that bilateral trade
and connectivity in-
creased remarkably in re-
cent times, while the
prime minister said she
expects Indian business-
men to invest in
Bangladesh’s economic
zones. Bangladesh has 100
economic zones. Hasina
and Verma also discussed
the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) for fa-
cilitating economic rela-
tions between the two
countries. Verma said
India is willing to cooper-
ate with Bangladesh in
power and energy sectors.
He appreciated the socio-
economic development of
Bangladesh under the vi-
sionary leadership of
Prime Minister Hasina,
the PMO spokesperson
said.

India, B’desh pledge to work
together to curb terrorism

Indian high commissioner to Bangladesh Pranay Verma
calls on prime minister Sheikh Hasina her at her official
residence Ganobhaban in Dhaka on Wednesday. 

Indian envoy meets
PM Hasina
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Hope from yatra
While the Congress has

its own internal conflicts,
the clash of ideologies is
at its peak in the country.
In the present circum-
stances, not only in India,
but also an atmosphere of
hatred is being generated
across the whole world.
This means that the ma-
jority of people in every
country want their ideol-
ogy to be respected with-
in the country and others
to follow it. In the midst
of all the challenges and
struggles, Rahul Gandhi
has set out on his jour-
ney, but will he really be
able to unite India and
the Congress? The party
may benefit from the
yatra, provided this jour-
ney is not limited to the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Sikandar Bansal,
Shimla

Cyber fraud
While the mode of on-

line transactions does
offer speed and conven-
ience, there are also dan-
gers far beyond the imag-
ination of most people.
The government’s push
for digitisation has for-
gotten to take the safety
aspect into considera-
tion, and, as a result,
there are hundreds of
cases of cyber crooks
cleaning up bank ac-
counts without a trace.
Constant emails and
messages are sent, re-
questing the user to click
on a link. Some of them
may be genuine, but such
is the fear of being duped
that all are dumped into
the virtual bin. With
crooks using more so-
phisticated tools, bank
accounts are going to be
sitting ducks for those op-
erating with impunity.

Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

Withdraw order
Officials are upset over

“amnesty” farm fire
cases’ when an order is-
sued by the government
is withdrawn, making a
mockery of laws enacted
in the interest of the
whole population of the
state. It is distressing to
note that about 50,000
cases of burning of crop
residue were recorded by
pollution control offi-
cials, which will not be
taken up now. Punjab and
Delhi are ruled by the
Aam Aadmi Party and
stubble burning in the
former is badly affecting
the Air Quality Index of
the latter. At least on this
account, the Punjab
Government should not
have withdrawn the red
entries made in the rev-
enue records of the farm-
ers indulging in the
burning of paddy stub-
ble. Pollution affects
everybody, including the
perpetrators of stubble
burning. Vote bank poli-
tics should not be played
over environment. In the
interest of people living
in northern India, it is
desirable to revoke the
withdrawal order.

Prasada Rao, by mail
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Indian and US Army personnel during a humanitarian and disaster relief exercise (HADR) amid the Indo-US joint exercise
'Yudh Abhyas', in Tapovan, Uttarakhand, Wednesday, Nov. 30.

INDO-US JOINT EXERCISE

I ndia may rank lowly at 104th position on the Federation

Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) men’s

table, dropped from 94th in 1996, its enthusiasm over the game is

probably among the highest in the world. Over 300 million

Indians, numbering close to the entire population of the United

States, are watching on the electronic media the ongoing FIFA

World Cup games in Qatar. All FIFA World Cup 2022 matches are

telecast live on Sports18 and Sports18 HD TV channels in India.

Viewers are also subscribing to the channels with their respec-

tive DTH providers. The live streaming is available on the Jio

Cinema app and website for free. Jio Cinema is offering live

streaming of matches, highlights and other FIFA World Cup

2022 content in five languages – English, Hindi, Tamil,

Malayalam, and Bengali. The FIFA World Cup is bringing a

huge business for these channels by way of advertising and sub-

scription while making Qatar a household name in India.

Nearly 30,000 Indians are expected to visit Qatar to physically

watch FIFA World Cup matches between November 20 and

December 18. Two weeks ago, Indians were ranked eighth

among ticket buyers. Four years ago, there were some 18,000

Indians in Russia to watch the previous FIFA World Cup 2018

matches. The number of Indians present to watch the matches

in Russia was the third highest from non-competing countries

after the US and China. Tickets don’t come cheap. The hottest

ticket of the FIFA World Cup 2022 tournament will be for the

final at Lusail Stadium on December 18. A category IV ticket for

the final costs $205.69, while the cheapest ticket for a non-Qatar

resident is $603.36. Category I tickets cost a whopping $1,604.39

each. Approximately three million tickets have been sold for the

eight world cup venues in Qatar. FIFA anticipates that the event

will collect a record amount of money, surpassing the roughly

$5.4 billion mopped up during the 2018 world cup hosted by

Russia. Additionally, FIFA has sold around 240,000 hospitality

packages. Qatar, the world’s smallest country to host a FIFA

world cup, has a land mass of only 11,571 sq.km with a total pop-

ulation of 2.9 million of which 2.3 million are expatriates includ-

ing 7.5 lakh Indians. It boasts the world’s highest per capita in-

come of around US$134,000. So far, Qatar is said to have spent

$229 billion to spruce up its infrastructure, build new stadiums,

training sites, hotels and other facilities to organise the world

cup tournament. The amount is 25 percent more than the coun-

try’s GDP of approximately $180 billion in 2022. The investment

is expected to pay handsome dividends in the coming years.

Global financial analysts have estimated that Qatar’s GDP will

rise by 4.1 percent by the end of 2022 itself. The tournament

would contribute about $20 billion to the country’s economy. The

most expensive world cup football ever may also bring some ad-

verse impact on Qatar’s economy. Overspending on infrastruc-

ture and stadiums has led to some investors being in massive

debt and left with constructions that serve little use after the

world cup matches end. Globally, sports entertainment is worth

nearly a trillion dollars. The countries traditionally making

large investments in sports are also reaping good returns in

terms of money and reputation. They include the US, China,

Russia, Brazil, Argentina, Germany, the UK, Spain, Italy,

Australia, the Netherlands and France. India ranks nowhere in

the league. The government and business spendings on sports

development in India are practically negligible. The national

sports budget for 2022-23 allocated an expenditure of only

Rs.3,062.60 crore or equivalent of around $380 million. Compare

this with the individual income of some of the 2022 global foot-

ball stars such as Lionel Messi ($130 million), Cristiano Ronaldo

($115 million) and Neymar ($95 million). Basketball’s LeBron

James earned around $121 million. The global sports industry is

estimated at over $600 billion contributing around 0.5 percent of

the world GDP. In some countries, it ranges to even up to five

percent of their GDP. In India, the sports industry contributes

only 0.1 percent of the GDP. India’s poor spending on sports is

best reflected on its performance in the Olympics. The country’s

best ever Olympics performance was recorded in the 2020 Tokyo

Olympics, earning a total of only seven medals, including a

gold, two silver and four bronze. In contrast, the US bagged 113

medals, China 88, Russia 71, the UK 65 and Japan 58. India held

48th position in the medals tally among participating nations.

India had sent its largest-ever contingent of 126 athletes to the

2020 Tokyo games. India will need substantial investment in

sports to improve its global performance. Unfortunately, neither

the government or private sector industry has the will to make

such an investment considering the fact that it does not promise

an immediate return. Traditionally, public sector organisations

such as Indian Railways and defence services have been major

spenders on sports development. The private sector funding of

sports is mostly linked with tax breaks and through the corpo-

rate social responsibility (CSR) scheme. The investment is

rather minuscule compared to the overall CSR spending by in-

dustry. During FY21, Reliance Industries (Rs.49 crore), Kotak

Mahindra Bank (Rs.16.88 crore), Tata Steel (Rs.15.99 crore) and

IndusInd Bank (Rs.10.64 crore) were among the top spenders on

sports. According to the National CSR Portal run by the

Ministry of Corporate Affairs, out of the Rs 24,864.11 crore spent

on CSR in 2020-21, sports accounted for only Rs 240.9 crore.

Sports is the biggest image builder of a nation. And, globally, no

game is as popular as football. This explains why Qatar, the

world’s richest country, decided to spend such large sums to host

the FIFA World Cup 2022. After building a billion-dollar air base

in the mid-1990s, which it offered to the US, Qatar’s ruling Al

Thani family runs Qatar Airways, adjudged as the world’s best

airline for seven years in a row, and powerful international

media network, Al Jazeera. It has been making large invest-

ments in globally popular sports to further enhance the coun-

try’s international reputation. Qatar Sports Investments pur-

chased Paris Saint-Germain in 2011 and turned a rickety French

football club into a European powerhouse. Various Qatari or-

ganisations have struck sponsorship deals with European clubs

such as Barcelona (£30 million a year to sponsor its shirt), Real

Madrid, Bayern Munich and A.S. Roma. Back home, the govern-

ment  spends prodigiously on a Qatari football league. India has

a lot to learn from Qatar’s hosting of the FIFA world cup as part

of its global reputation building exercise. With the size of

India’s economy showing an impressive growth — $40-trillion

GDP by 2047 as predicted last week by Reliance Industries chair-

man Mukesh Ambani — the country has to work hard to en-

hance its global reputation by gradually becoming a sporting su-

perpower. India will need large government and private equity

in sports to make it possible.

India Must Spend Big On Sports
To Build Global Reputation

HIV is one of the most
c h a l l e n g i n g

pathogen as there is still no
cure or successful vaccine
available, despite the unprece-
dented research efforts.
Immune control of HIV in-
volves both cellular and hu-
moral responses. Besides the
classical MHC restricted cellu-
lar response orchestrated by
CD8 and CD4 T cells, several
other “killer” cells play an im-
portant role. NK cells, T cells
and NKT cells are the main
cells in this latter category.
Numerous research articles
describe importance of NK
cells in controlling HIV, as well
as their dysfunction during in-
fection. These cells are potent
cytotoxic cells, and strategies
for improving their function in
HIV infected patients will be
valuable. Another cellular sub-
set with potential is NKT cell.
These natural killer T cells are
a subset of T lymphocytes that
express NK cell markers,
bridge innate and adaptive im-
mune responses, and have po-
tent immunoregulatory prop-
erties. These cells will be help-
ful in cells in controlling im-
mune activation during HIV
and SIV infections.

Both innate and adaptive im-
mune cell compartments that
suffer as a result of HIV repli-
cation, fail to recover com-
pletely under ART, hence, the
need for lifelong therapy once
infected. Novel therapeutic ap-
proaches are being tested at an
encouraging rate and have the
potential to improve the odds
against the virus. Among
them, immunotherapeutic ap-
proaches are one of the excit-

ing areas and can be consid-
ered as adjunct to ART for im-
proving immune competence.
Cells of the innate immune
system, including natural
killer (NK) cells, gamma delta  

T cells and natural killer T
(NKT) cells have cytotoxic po-
tential against viruses, and
therapies including such effec-
tor cells will be useful.
Approved drugs for stimulat-
ing this subset of killer lym-
phocytes are already being
tried for cancer therapy and
have potential against viral in-
fections, including HIV.

A challenge to utilizing
these effector cells as thera-
peutic option in HIV infection
is their severe depletion,
and/or dysfunction caused by
the virus. Antiretroviral thera-
py, if started very early, will
likely limit the damage and
also results in partial restora-
tion in effector cell function.
The common ? chain cytokines
with a potent stimulating ef-
fect on these cytotoxic cells
have been used to partly im-
prove their function. A combi-
nation of ART and innate im-
mune cell stimulation has the
potential to be more effective
against the virus.

Antiretroviral therapy has
been very successful in con-
trolling virus replication, re-
sulting in near normal life
spans for continuously treated
patients. However, the deleteri-
ous impact of HIV infection on
immune cells is profound and
despite prolonged ART, virus-
specific and innate immune
cells are not fully restored.
Additionally, ART does not
tackle the latent virus reser-

voir. Other interventions to
improve immune responsive-
ness of these effector cells are
being explored as a result.
Immunotherapy with common
? chain cytokines is a promis-
ing approach in this direction.
These cytokines, viz. IL-2, IL-7,
IL-15 and IL-21 are main regu-
lators of T cell homeostasis,
and hence, are good im-
munotherapeutic candidates.

IL-2 therapy in HIV infected
individuals resulted in periph-
eral expansion of naive and
memory CD4 T cells. As an ad-
junct to vaccines it has been
tested in animal models like
SIV infection of rhesus
macaques, and resulted in
both increase in anti-viral im-
munity and slower disease
progression. Another study
testing the effect of IL-2 ad-
junct therapy with antiretrovi-
ral treatment in HIV infection,
found that both NK and NKT
cells expanded during IL-2
treatment. IL-7 has effects on
these immune cells, varying
from activation to cell survival
and maintenance.

IL-7 therapy induced prolif-
eration of CD4 and CD8 sub-
sets. IL-15 therapy has shown
more promise for improving
anti-viral immunity, as well as
memory response. Use of these
cytokines alone or in combina-
tions for stimulation of innate
cells to be used as adoptive
transfer therapy can also be
considered. Another area
where such cellular activation
may be useful is for designing
combination therapeutic vac-
cines, involving ?? T cells acti-
vation, in conjunction with tra-
ditional vaccine antigens. This

may have superior therapeutic
effects, in comparison with the
peptide-based vaccines alone.

Innate immune cells like
NK, ?? T cells and NKT cells
are potent cytotoxic effectors,
and can inhibit HIV replica-
tion through direct or indirect
cytolytic and noncytolytic
pathways. These antiviral in-
nate effector cells are depleted
or dysregulated in HIV-infect-
ed individuals with chronic
disease, but may partly recover
after successful antiretroviral
therapy. The use of common ?
chain cytokines to stimulate
these cells has shown some
promise against HIV replica-
tion and reconstitution of
some effector cell components.

While IL-2 therapy alone is
not likely to garner more sup-
port due to negative results in
major clinical trials, there is
optimism for use of IL-7, IL-15
and IL-21. Such approaches
most likely will benefit indi-
viduals whose viral load are
relatively low, in the absence of
therapy, or are suppressed by
antiretroviral drugs. Also,
there is potential for these
therapies, as an adjuvant to
peptide vaccine. In future, it
can be possible to tackle the la-
tent reservoir in such patients,
using combinations of these
approaches. Development of
therapeutic strategies, com-
bining innate cell stimulating
compounds and antiretroviral
drugs are expected to achieve
best therapeutic results.

Writer is M.D, Professor &
H.O.D. Department of

Pathology, Pt. J.N.M. Medical
College, Raipur C.G.

Immunotherapy With ART: Novel Therapeutic Approach Against HIV

VijayKumar H K

B y the middle of this
century, it is estimat-

ed that one billion children
mainly in Asia, will be ex-
posed to frequent, longer
lasting, and more severe
heatwaves caused due to
Global warming as per
UNICEF.The uneven in-
crease in temperature espe-
cially in India causing a ru-
inous risk already on chil-
dren’s lives as per
UNICEF.The global warm-
ing will surely backfires
and leads to heatwaves that
will go through across
length and breadth of India
in coming years and badly
inturn affects children
health.As per UNICEF, the
youthful children facing

more health problems than
grown-ups when faced with
extreme heat events already.

This is because they're
less suitable to regulate
their body temperature
compared to grown-ups.
The more the heatwaves the
more problems on health of
the children which inturn,
results in the chance of
health problems including
habitual respiratory condi-
tions, asthma, and cardio-
vascular conditions.India
urgently needs to invest in
erecting temperature to its
adaptability and in con-
forming all the systems so
that children health does
not worse.

Our country should meet
the challenges of changing
climate.The average Global

temperatures will rise by
three to four degrees
Celsius above pre-industri-
al situations  in coming five
years if green house gas are
not under control as per
UNICEF.The precedence
guarding children from the
raising impacts of heat-
waves should be a prece-
dence for India especially,

the UNICEF mentioned in a
call for critical and dramat-
ic emigrations mitigation
measures to contain global
warming and covering
lives.Children in India will
face the most dramatic in-
creases in high heatwave
inflexibility by 2050.

Nearly half of all chil-
dren in India and
Subcontinent already fac-
ing exposure to extreme
high temperatures over 35
degree Celsius. This will
surely ruins children
health under ten years.The
more frequent, longer last-
ing and more severe heat-
waves children are exposed
to, the more the impacts on
health, safety, nutrition, ed-
ucation, access to water and
unborn livelihoods.

Children who are least re-
sponsible for climate
change are bearing its
biggest costs.

Although India produces
lower than five percent of
air pollutants, it suffers
some most brutal impacts
of the climate extremity.
Nearly every country is
passing changing heat-
waves in Asia.What each
government should do now
will determine the survival
of those least responsible
children and youthful peo-
ple.So it's imperative espe-
cially India and other coun-
tries in Asia to reduce glob-
al warming and to regulate
green house gases to the
possible extent otherwise
mainly children lives will
be under great threat.

Global warming ruining children health

DR. ARVIND NERAL Special on World AIDS Day
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Design policy

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on
Wednesday sought
views from the indus-
try about the existing
national design policy
and aims to come out
with an updated poli-
cy before August 15,
2023. The National
Design Policy was ap-
proved by the govern-
ment in February
2007. Its objectives in-
clude promotion of
Indian design through
a well-defined and
managed regulatory,
promotional and insti-
tutional framework;
and setting up of spe-
cialised design cen-
tres or innovation
hubs for different sec-
tors. Secretary in the
Department for
Promotion of
Industry, and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anurag
Jain said that an up-
dated policy will be
good for the country.

Fiscal deficit
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s fiscal
deficit at the end of
October touched 45.6
per cent of the full
year budget estimate,
as per data released by
the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA) on Wednesday.
In actual terms, the
fiscal deficit — the dif-
ference between ex-
penditure and rev-
enue — was Rs
7,58,137 crore during
the April-October pe-
riod of 2022-23. In the
corresponding period
last year, the deficit
was 36.3 per cent of
the budget estimates
of 2021-22.

Geographic diversity

Mumbai: Companies
reshaped their busi-
ness models after
Covid pandemic,
which has led to geo-
graphic diversity in
workforce, Godrej
Consumer Products
Managing Director
and CEO Sudhir
Sitapati said. The dis-
ruptions during the
Covid-19 helped com-
panies reshape their
business models and
this has led to a lot of
geographic diversity
in its workforce,
which is a huge oppor-
tunity to attract tal-
ent, Sitapati said ad-
dressing the CII
National HR Conclave.

Core sector 
New Delhi: The
growth rate in the pro-
duction of eight key
sectors slowed down
to 0.1 per cent in
October against 8.7
per cent in the same
month last year, ac-
cording to the official
data released on
Wednesday. In
September, the core
sectors’ output growth
stood at 7.8 per cent.
The production
growth of eight infra-
structure sectors —
coal, crude oil, natural
gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement
and electricity — was
8.2 per cent during
April-October this fis-
cal, compared to 15.6
per cent a year ago.

NEW COLLECTION

Bollywood actress Neha Dhupia, stylist Ami Patel and Dusala Founder Sugandha Kedia during the unveiling of
Dusala’s new collection in collaboration with Ami Patel, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Nov 30:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday exuded confi-
dence that India will suc-
ceed in handling inflation
better as it has already put
in place a “very good
framework” in place to ad-
dress supply side pres-
sures on food prices. The
retail inflation based on
the consumer price index
(CPI) has remained above
the Reserve Bank’s com-
fort level of 6 per cent
since January. Virtually
participating in ‘Reuters
NEXT’ event, the finance
minister also acknowl-
edged that inflation due to
imports of commodities
like crude oil is going to
persist. “We probably will
succeed in handling infla-
tion better and there is
clearly a picture from the
RBI that is on a downward
slide and it will be well
within the tolerance band
by early next year or mid-
dle of next year,” said the

minister who is scheduled
to present the Union
Budget for 2023-24 early
next year. Sitharaman fur-
ther said inflation is going
to be influenced by exter-
nal factors but within
India, “we are comfort-
able” in terms of agricul-
tural supplies, and energy
among others. “I look for-
ward to a good, fast grow-
ing Indian economy and
the next year,” the minis-
ter said. To a question re-
lated to crude oil prices,
the minister said since
February India has shown
its stand which is in the
country’s interest. “I need
to have affordable prices, I
need to have those prices
which are sustainable and
above all global public
goods will have to be avail-
able for everyone. “They
cannot be weaponised. I
would think if movement
of goods is restricted, it is
going to hurt some of us,”
she said. The minister said
that India’s import from
Russia has gone up and

countries in the West too
are importing a lot more
now from Russia, like fuel.

“So India’s imports, like
many other countries,
from Russia are going up
because the price factor
favours buying from
Russia. India is not isolat-
ed in this. Those who are
calling for price cap are
themselves importing a lot
more from Russia,”
Sitharaman said. When
asked about Russia’s inter-
est in importing some
items from India, the min-
ister said India has al-
ready announced the
rupee trade framework. “It
is not a new framework. It
has existed several
decades and if under that
we are able to buy and sell,
we will certainly like to do
it. For the fertiliser or fuel
that we buy, we certainly
need to balance it by sell-
ing some things from
India. Framework is in
place, but we will use it
when we need,”
Sitharaman added.

India will succeed in handling
inflation better: Sitharaman

New Delhi, Nov 30: 

The government has set
a target to cross 1 crore job-
mark in the next 2 years in
three main segments of
digital economy — elec-
tronics, startups and IT,
and IT-enabled services,
minister for IT and
Communications Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Wednesday. While speak-
ing at an ESC STPI event
for startups, Vaishnaw said
three big pillars of digital
economy — electronics
manufacturing, IT and
ITes, startups — they have
created 88-90 lakh jobs.
“Government has set a tar-
get that in this we should
be easily crossing 1 crore
jobs in the coming two
years without any doubt,”
the minister said. He said

that the digital economy
and its associated employ-
ment is a major trend now
and the other trend is di-
versity. “Earlier names of a
couple of cities were men-
tioned for startups. Now
when I go to schools in vil-
lages, children in villages
want to set up a start-up,”
Vaishnaw said. The minis-
ter said that India is now
becoming a technology

producer from being a
technology consumer. He
said that the Software
Technology Parks of India
(STPI) is creating plug-and-
play infrastructure to pro-
vide a platform to startups.
STPI Director General
Arvind Kumar at the event
said that his organisation
provides plug-and-play in-
frastructure in 64 cities for
startups, of which 54 are in
tier 2 and 3 cities. “We pro-
vide Rs 5-10 lakh seed fund
to startups through the
centre of excellence. Under
the Next Generation
Incubation Scheme, we
fund Rs 25 lakh to startups
that come from tier 2 and 3
cities. We have granted
NGIS benefits to around 65
startups and the target is to
fund 300 startups by 2025,”
Kumar said.

Govt targets to cross 1 crore job-mark from
digital economy in next 2 years: Vaishnaw

Mumbai, Nov 30: 

Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch said
there should not be a sin-
gle carbon credit market
in the world, questioning
why should one pay extra
for locally generated re-
sources because they are
priced higher in the glob-
al market.

Equating the commodi-
ty of carbon credits to
currency, the capital mar-
kets regulator asserted
that every sovereign
should have the independ-
ence to deal with the cred-
its as and how it deems fit.

It can be noted that im-
provements in processes
and energy consumption
to drive more efficiencies
generates carbon credit
which are fungible instru-
ments which can be trad-
ed. “There has been dis-
cussion around the globe

which said that there
should be a single carbon
credit market. We believe
that it is not necessarily
correct, again from the
perspective of emerging
markets and particularly
low cost economies be-
cause a carbon credit will
become a commodity,”
Buch said. Giving the ex-
ample of coffee, Buch
questioned why should

one pay very high for a
coffee from a brand like
Starbucks if there is local-
ly generated coffee avail-
able for as low as Rs 10 per
cup.

“When we have carbon
credits generated in our
country, our jurisdiction,
why should it be that
there should be a single
price of these carbon
credits? it is like saying
everybody should have
the same cup of coffee or
the same currency,” Buch
said, speaking at an event
organised by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change and
National Productivity
Council here.

“ It will be an important
issue for us as a sovereign
to maintain independence
over our carbon credits in
terms of how we want to
deal with them,” she
added.

Can’t have single market for carbon credits globally,
sovereigns need independence over credits: Sebi chief

New Delhi, Nov 30: 

India’s economic growth
slowed down to 6.3 per cent
in the July-September
quarter of this fiscal,
dragged down mainly by
the poor performance of
manufacturing and min-
ing sectors, official data
showed on Wednesday.
However, India remained
the fastest-growing major
economy as China regis-
tered an economic growth
of 3.9 per cent in July-
September 2022. The
Indian economy grew by
8.4 per cent in July-
September, 2021-22, as per
the data released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO). The gross domestic
product (GDP) expanded
by 13.5 per cent in the
April-June quarter this fis-

cal. The second quarter
GDP growth is almost at
par with the RBI’s projec-
tion of 6.1 per cent to 6.3
per cent released earlier
this month in one of the
articles published in its
bulletin. “Real GDP or
GDP at Constant (2011-12)
Prices in Q2 2022-23 is esti-
mated at Rs 38.17 lakh
crore, as against Rs 35.89

lakh crore in Q2 2021-22,
showing a growth of 6.3
per cent as compared to 8.4
per cent in Q2 2021-22,” the
NSO statement said. The
real GDP in absolute terms
stood at Rs 33.10 lakh crore
in the July-September
quarter of 2020. It had con-
tracted by 6.6 per cent in
the second quarter of 2020-
21 on account of the stag-

gering impact of lockdown
restrictions to curb the
spread of coronavirus. As
per the data, Gross Value
Added (GVA) grew by 5.6
per cent to Rs 35.05 lakh
crore in July-September
this year. The GVA growth
in the farm sector is 4.6 per
cent in the second quarter
compared to 3.2 per cent a
year ago.

However, the GVA in the
manufacturing sector con-
tracted 4.3 per cent during
the quarter from 5.6 per
cent growth during the
year-ago period. GVA in
mining also declined by 2.8
per cent in the quarter
compared to 14.5 per cent
growth. The GVA growth
in the construction sector
also decelerated to 6.6 per
cent in the quarter from 8.1
per cent.

India GDP growth slips to 6.3 pc in Q2, dragged
down by manufacturing, mining sectors

Mumbai, Nov 30:
Benchmark BSE Sensex
settled above the 63,000-
level for the first time on
Wednesday, extending its
winning momentum to
seventh day amid a largely
positive trend in global
markets and continuous
foreign fund inflows. The
30-share barometer rallied
417.81 points or 0.67 per
cent to settle at 63,099.65, its
fresh record closing high.
During the day, the bench-
mark jumped 621.17 points
or 0.99 per cent to 63,303.01,
its lifetime intra-day peak.
The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 140.30 points or 0.75
per cent to end at 18,758.35,
its fresh record closing
high. Among the Sensex
pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Power Grid,

Hindustan Unilever, Bharti
Airtel, Asian Paints, Tata
Steel and Titan were major
gainers. IndusInd Bank,
State Bank of India, HCL
Technologies and ITC were
among the laggards.
“Domestic market contin-

ued its quest for gains,
boosted by FII inflows.
However, markets will be
sensitive to the Fed Chair’s
remarks later in the day, as
investors are expecting a
moderation in the pace of
rate hikes. An in-line com-

ment will help to sustain
the rally while loosening
COVID-19 restrictions in
China is providing relief to
global markets,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Shanghai
and Hong Kong ended
higher, while Tokyo settled
lower. Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading high-
er in the afternoon trade.
Wall Street had ended on a
mixed note on Tuesday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 1.83 per cent higher
at USD 84.55 per barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
shares worth Rs 1,241.57
crore on Tuesday, as per ex-
change data.

Sensex hits 63k mark for first
time; Nifty ends at fresh lifetime

Mumbai, Nov 30:

The rupee appreciated
34 paise to close at 81.38
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Wednesday as
a weak greenback in the
overseas market and a
rally in domestic equities
boosted investor senti-
ment. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 81.63
and touched an intra-day
high of 81.38 and a low of
81.64 against the green-
back. The local unit finally
settled at 81.38, registering
a rise of 34 paise over its
previous close. On
Tuesday, the rupee de-
clined 4 paise to close at
81.72 against the US dollar.

The Indian rupee regis-
tered the first monthly
gains in the past eleven-

months following a re-
bound in the risk assets,
lower crude oil prices and
foreign fund inflows, said
Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities.
“It is poised to end the
month 1.6 per cent higher,
its biggest gain since

August 2021,” Parmar
said. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, slipped 0.29 per
cent to 106.51.

According to Parmar,
the dollar index slipped,
weighed by ongoing de-
mand for riskier assets as
investors speculated that
China may gradually un-
wind its COVID curbs.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures ad-
vanced 2.13 per cent to
USD 84.80 per barrel.
Forex traders said in-
vestors will focus on the
US Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome
Powell’s speech and the re-
lease of key domestic
macro economic data for
further cues.

Rupee gains 34 paise to close 
at 81.38 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 30:

State-owned NMDC on
Wednesday hiked the
prices of iron ore lumps
and fines by Rs 300 per
tonne with immediate ef-
fect. The announcement
from the country’s largest
iron ore miner has come
days after the government
removed duty on the ex-
ports of the mineral. The
price for a tonne of lump
ore or high-grade iron ore
having Fe (iron) content
65.53 per cent and above
has been fixed at Rs 4,100.
While the rate of fines or
inferior grade ore with 64
per cent and less Fe content
has been increased to Rs
2,910 per tonne, NMDC said
in a BSE filing. The prices
are effective Nov 30, 2022,
and exclude royalty, dis-
trict mineral fund (DMF),

National Mineral
Exploration Trust
(DMET), cess, forest permit
fee, and other taxes, the
company said. In the last
price revision announced
November 17, NMDC had
fixed the rate of lump at Rs
3,800 per tonne and that of
fines at Rs 2,610 a tonne
with immediate effect. Iron
ore is one of the key raw
materials used in the man-
ufacturing of steel, and
any movement in its prices
has a direct impact on the
rates of the steel, an alloy
widely used in segments
like construction, infra-
structure, automobile and
railways, among others. On
November 19, 2022, the gov-
ernment removed the ex-
port duty on steel items
and iron ore to nil, six
months after imposition of
the levy on May 21, 2022.

NMDC hikes lump ore, fines
prices by Rs 300 per tonne

New Delhi, Nov 30: 

The government needs
to set up a separate min-
istry for the pharma sec-
tor to encourage domestic
producers and decrease
Chinese imports, opined
CEOs while participating
in a discussion on the
challenges being faced by
the sector. In a CEO
Roundtable at the 15th edi-
tion of CPHI & PMEC
India held on Tuesday, the
Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) of companies, in-
cluding those from RPG
Life Science and
Fermenta Biotech, also
discussed ways to shift the
focus of the domestic in-
dustry from volume to
value.

The leaders also pointed
out the need to reduce de-
pendency on China by

using technology.
Organisation of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Producers of India (OPPI)
Director General Vivek
Sehgal said that the indus-
try needs to collaborate
and co-work and unite for
collective voice on IPR re-
lated issues. The leaders
also discussed having a
single industry organisa-
tion to put across the
grievances of the pharma
industry before the gov-
ernment. Speaking at the
inaugural session of the
15th edition of CPHI &
PMEC India, Pharmexcil
Director General Ravi
Uday Bhaskar said the
Indian pharmaceutical ex-
ports have recorded an im-
pressive growth of around
5 per cent in the current fi-
nancial year (April-Oct
2022).

‘Govt needs to set up separate
ministry for pharma sector’

ACROSS

1. Trunk

6. Angelic instrument

10. Becomes firm

14. Our planet

15. Adrift

16. Cool!

17. Not as wet

18. Property claim

19. Diva’s offering

20. Host

21. Hesitating

23. Golf goal

25. Track events

26. And so forth (2 wds.)

31. Roberto’s “two”

32. Go-getter

33. Archer’s goal

35. Firmament

38. Hair goo

39. Ailment

40. Pedro’s “one”

41. Baltimore time zone (abbr.)

42. Take a breath

43. Among

44. Earl Grey, e.g.

45. Florida city

47. Small landmass

50. Blasting substance (abbr.)

51. Honor roll (2 wds.)

56. Mexican sauce

60. Connecting words

61. Machu Picchu native

62. Handle skillfully

63. Doughnut feature

64. Upon

65. ____ Banks of baseball

66. Unrefined metals

67. Spoils

68. Takes it easy

DOWN

1. Give in

2. Injure

3. Guitarist ____ Clapton

4. More sharply inclined

5. Menace

6. Fifty percent

7. Europe’s neighbor

8. Spool

9. Gasp

10. Catches

11. Mysterious

12. Pollute

13. Does’ mates

22. Act the ham

24. Eye part

26. Border

27. Little piggies

28. Welshman

29. Reckless

30. Zones

31. Sahara, e.g.

34. Party

35. Japanese wrestling

36. Make socks

37. Jedi master

39. Counts calories

43. Dancer Fred ____

44. Verb forms

46. Reply

47. Potato state

48. Spanish “mister”

49. Soup dipper

52. One who fibs

53. Interested by

54. Aberdeen native

55. Faucets

57. Telescope part

58. Narrow cut

59. Citrus drinks
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D igital literacy or
Computer literacy

has become one of the
prime necessities and one
of the new life skills in
this age. Every year on
December 2, World
Computer Literacy Day is
observed to raise aware-
ness and promote digital
literacy. This Computer
Literacy Day, &TV artists
talk about how they
learned computers and
keep up to date with the
latest technology, with lit-
tle help from their peers,
friends, and even young-
sters in their families.
These include Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna,
Doosri Maa), Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan), and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).
Talking about teaching
computers and technolo-
gy to his grandparents,
Aayudh Bhanushali, es-
saying Krishna in &TV’s
Doosri Maa, shares, “My
grandparents sometimes
find it difficult to cope
with all the new technolo-
gies around them, espe-
cially computers. My
grandfather retired before
the development of ad-
vanced computer technol-
ogy, so he has a very rudi-
mentary understanding of
how computers work.
Whenever I am at home or
not shooting, I teach my
grandpa the basics of
computers and even help

him discover new things
on his smartphone. Now
he has become a pro, and
one can often spot him
watching videos, playing
games or even video call-
ing all of us. He can
utilise his time learning,
reading, or exploring sub-
jects of his interest so that
he does not get bored.
Thanks to technology for
connecting us with our
family and friends, even
though we are miles
apart.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabijii Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm, air-
ing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

The world revolves 
around technology

Taapsee on 
her production

debut: 
'Blurr' taps into
sensibilities of
an individual

BB ollywood actress Taapsee
Pannu opened up on her

first production venture, 'Blurr'
in which she is seen in a double
role. The actress got candid
about why she decided to pro-
duce the film and how chal-
lenging it was to play twin sis-
ters in the film. Taapsee said:
"'Blurr' taps into different sen-
sibilities of an individual and
that is purely why I decided to
produce it as my first film. 

Donning the producer's hat
has been a spectacular experi-
ence. Apart from acting, I
wanted to be creatively
involved in production, concep-
tion and various aspects of
filmmaking which are seldom
glamorised." "Essaying the
character of a woman pushed
to the brink of mental
endurance due to her sister's
death was vulnerable, raw, and
clawing," she added. 

The two-minute-thirty-
three-seconds trailer starts
with the suicide of a girl,
Gautami, who is Gayatri's twin
sister (played by Taapsee).
Though the forensic reports
proves that she has committed
suicide but Gayatri is not sure
about it and she believes that

her sister cannot commit sui-
cide. She starts finding out the
mystery behind her death and
in the meantime, her eyesight
also starts becoming weak and
the doctor suggests she should
operate on them. Furthermore,
in her investigation she came
to know about many truths and
secrets related to her sister.
However, in the process she
goes through a lot and the trail-
er ends with Gayatri losing her
eyesight completely.

Director Ajay Bahl added:
"'Blurr' discovers angularities
and depths of the human mind
and the dark alleys it can tra-
verse through. 'Blurr' throws
you into the murky waters
where human needs intermin-
gle with extreme delusional
anger. The narrative and the
plot of the film gave me a lot of
different aspects to explore
while directing." "With spec-
tacular twists and character
portrayal, 'Blurr' will satiate
your craving for a mind-bend-
ing thriller," he shared.

DDiirreecctteedd  bbyy  AAjjaayy  BBaahhll,,  ssttaarr--
rriinngg  TTaaaappsseeee  PPaannnnuu  aanndd
GGuullsshhaann  DDeevvaaiiaahh,,  ''BBlluurrrr''  wwiillll
ssttrreeaamm  ffrroomm  DDeecceemmbbeerr  99  oonn
ZZEEEE55..

H aving made a stellar
debut with Yeh

Saali Aashiqui (2019) that
won huge critical acclaim
and broke records on
OTT platforms along
with a Filmfare Best
Actor Debut nomination,
Vardhan Puri impressed
the audience, industry
and critics alike, also be-
coming one of the
youngest and most
sought after young actors
of Bollywood.

While Vardhan has an
interesting line up of film
and other things he is
currently busy shooting
for, the young energetic
actor seem all set to rule
the music space as well,
as he recently shot for
two music videos back-to-
back in two different
countries, in a span of 36
hours.

Vardhan shot a music
video titled Na Jaana
Kahin Door, sung by Sonu
Nigam in Mumbai fol-
lowed by another music
video titled Kahan Chale
for Deepak Mukut in
Mauritius. Talking about
his experience of shoot-
ing for the two songs,
Vardhan says, “It was an
amazing experience to
shoot for the two videos
back-to-back. I already
had my Mauritius shoot
in place and the only date
possible for Divyansh’s

song was on the same the
day I was supposed to
leave for Mauritius. So, I
started the shoot at 7 in
the morning at Film City
and shot till 10 at night.
From  there, I headed
straight to the airport
(my bags were already in
my car boot) and took off

for Mauritius. As soon as
I landed there, started
shooting there for three
days non stop without
break. It was hectic and
the crew didn’t get much
rest but it was all worth
it. I think we were all just
running on pure adrena-
line.”

Sharing details of the
music videos, Vardhan
informs that Na Jaana
Kahin Door is the story of
a middle class couple who
have had a little playful
tiff and the boy is trying
to woo the girl. “I found it
to be a very unique and
novel kind of concept and
I was really excited for it
because it was going to
shot in an enclosed BEST
bus. I loved the idea and
it’s freshness,” he says ex-
citedly. As for Kahan
Chale, the video sees him
alongside Suhani Dahiya
and it’s in the ‘gangster
love story’ kind of space.
“It is unlike anything I
have seen before in India.
We shot for it in
Mauritius in exoctic loca-
tions and my soul was ec-
static,” he concludes.

Vardhan will be next
seen in director Vivek
Agnihotri’s ‘Nautanki’,
alongside veteran actors
including Anupam Kher,
Satish Kaushik and
Pallavi Joshi, two films
with Jio Studios - one di-
rected by Kunal Kohli
and another by Sarim
Momin, a psychological
thriller film with
Endemol Shine and an-
other film he is currently
shooting for, helmed by a
leading studio and being
directed by a national
award winning director.

Vardhan shot for two music
videos in a span of 36 hours!

RR aazz Mahal starring Ridhiema Tiwari, Himanshu Soni and Neha Harsora premiered at 8.30 PM on
Shemaroo Umang. While viewers are excited to decode the mysteries of this suspenseful Mahal,

Ridhiema Tiwari recently spilled a secret about her special connection with Dakini. The actress revealed
that she had been manifesting such a role right after her marriage with Jaskaran Singh. Women are mys-
teriously intuitive and interestingly most women stun their partners by configuring even the oblivious.
In the initial years of marriage my husband would wonder how did I always know the untold truth or pre-
dict something beforehand. I would take advantage of the situation and scare him with my screechy
stare and say that I possess dark magical powers. He dwindled between whether to believe it not and
cracked up with laughter often when this became a repetitive act at home.little did I know that I was
affirming to play the super powerful mysterious beauty Chandralekha -the DAKINI possessing dark mag-
ical powers. When I finally signed RaazMahal and told my husband -Jaskaran Singh about my role , he
got all excited and happy for me but at the same time he made a joke out of it. Raazmahal on Shemaroo
Umang mentions tag line - Dakini ke Rahasya . And he says Duniyawalo aao aakar mujhse poocho ,
Dakini ke saare Rahasya Mujhe pata hai (he knows all of Dakini's secrets) - Tiwari shared. The thrilling
fantasy drama revolves around Chandralekha (Ridhiema) who is an evil character and in quest to
become an immortal, engages in activities which are dark and wicked. She is pitted against
Sunaina(Neha), who is a pure and a kind-hearted soul and eventually gets married to Adhiraj
(Himanshu), the royal prince. He is an obedient and loveable person, who respects everyone but is also
extremely close to Dakini. Filled with love, drama, family, dark magic, suspense, secrets and revenge,
don’t forget to watch. RRaaaazzzz  MMaahhaall  oonn  SShheemmaarroooo  UUmmaanngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  SSaattuurrddaayy  aatt  88..3300  PPMM..

Ridhiema
spills a 
secret about
her special
connection
with 'Dakini'

I n a detailed video re-
sponse to the criti-

cism of 'The Kashmir
Files' by the
International Film
Festival of India (IFFI)
jury chairman, Nadav
Lapid, the film's director,
Vivek Agnihotri, invited
"all the intellectuals,
urban naxals and the so-
called accomplished di-
rector from Israel" to
prove that even one
frame of the film was a
piece of propaganda. If
they did it, he declared,
he would stop making
films altogether.

Agnihotri prefaced his
challenge with an emo-
tional statement where,
mixing rhetoric with de-
batable facts, he pointed
out that he was used to
such comments by "ter-
rorist organisations,
urban naxals and people
who wish to make 'tukde
tukde' out of India". The
director said he found it
surprising that "some-
one who had been invit-
ed by the Government of

India, speaking from a
forum created by the
Government of India,
chose to back the narra-
tive of terrorists who
wish to separate
Kashmir from India" and
certain people living in
India then amplified the
message because it suit-
ed their ideology. "These
Indians have used these
pronouncements against
India," Agnihotri said.
"Who are these people?"
he asked and then an-
swered his rhetorical
question saying that
"these were the same
people who have been op-
posed to 'The Kashmir
Files' for the last four
years", since when he
had started researching
the subject of his contro-
versial yet hugely suc-
cessful film. Agnihotri
then went on to empha-
sise that the film was
based on interviews with
700 people who had seen
their near and dear ones
being raped, brutalised
or murdered.

Saiyami Kher turns
to her Marathi roots
for her 'Faadu' role

FF or her part in the upcoming streaming
series 'Faadu- A Love Story', actress

Saiyami Kher went back to her Maharashtrian
roots to draw inspiration for her role of
Manjiri, a Marathi girl in the series. Saiyami is
the granddaughter of famous veteran actress
Usha Kiran, who hailed from a Marathi-speak-
ing family. Directed by Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari,
'Faadu- A Love Story' is about the challenges
and confusions of modern life. Talking about
the same, the actress said: "I remember after
Ashwiny ma'am (Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari, the
director) saw my auditions, our first meeting
was on zoom when I was sitting at my farm.
Ashwiny ma'am said this is exactly who
Manjari is. I see her in you. My character in
'Faadu' is someone who has grown up in the
lap of nature, finds poetry in everything. This
is very close to who I am in real life. I play a
Maharashtrian and because Marathi is my
mother tongue, adding my flavour to the char-
acter wasn't so tough." The actress expressed
gratitude towards the director for giving her a
chance to play such a character, the one
which she considers as one of her
"favourites". "I'm truly grateful to Ashwiny
ma'am because she believed in me from the
word go and kept backing me on this one. She
has given me one of my most favourite char-
ters. I'm so glad I got to work with Pavail. I
loved him in 'Thappad'. And working with him
made my life simpler because he's such a giv-
ing costar. 'Faadu' has taught me a lot. It is up
there in my most special projects yet,"
Saiyami added.
TThhee  wweebb--sseerriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  SSaauummyyaa
JJoosshhii,,  aallssoo  ssttaarrss  PPaavvaaiill  GGuullaattii  aanndd  wwiillll  ssttrreeaamm
ssoooonn  oonn  SSoonnyy  LLIIVV  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  99..

Prove it's propaganda
and I'll stop making

films: Vivek Agnihotri
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Frappart to make World Cup
history as first woman referee

Doha, Nov 30 (AP):
French referee St phanie
Frappart will become the
first woman to take charge
of a men’s World Cup
game when she handles
Germany vs. Costa Rica on
Thursday in Qatar. FIFA
also picked two women as
assistants to Frappart
Neuza Back of Brazil and
Mexico’s Karen Diaz
Medina to complete an all-
female refereeing team on
the field. A fourth woman
match official FIFA picked
for this World Cup,

Kathryn Nesbitt of the United States, will also be
working at the Al Bayt Stadium as the offside special-
ist in the video review team. Two other women,
Salima Mukansanga of Rwanda and Yoshimi
Yamashita of Japan, are also on the FIFA list to refer-
ee games in Qatar. FIFA made the historic appoint-
ments for the 44th of the 64 games being played in
Qatar. Frappart previously was picked for fourth offi-
cial duties.

Spain faces Japan looking 
to seal last-16 spot

Doha, Nov 30 (AP): After conceding late to miss out
on a victory against Germany, Spain finds itself with
some work left to do against Japan to guarantee its
spot in the round of 16 at the World Cup. It doesn’t
need much, though, as a draw on Thursday will be
enough, and even a loss may allow La Roja to advance
depending on the other Group E result between
Germany and Costa Rica. Japan doesn’t have it as
easy, but a win will guarantee the Japanese a place in
the knockout stage for a second straight time. It
would be the first time Japan advances past the group
stage in back-to-back tournaments. If Japan loses,
though, it will head home no matter what. The
Japanese opened their campaign with a surprising
win over four-time champions Germany before losing
to Costa Rica. They were eliminated by Belgium in
the last 16 in Russia. Spain, which conceded an 83rd-
minute equalizer against Germany, may also go home
with a loss if Costa Rica beats Germany or if the
Germans win big to overcome Spain’s goal difference
after La Roja’s 7-0 opening win over Costa Rica.

Morocco looks to advance in
World Cup, Canada hopes for win

Doha, Nov 30 (AP): Morocco is seeking to reach the
World Cup’s knockout stage for the first time since
1986. Canada, already eliminated, is hoping to leave
Qatar with its first win. Morocco would advance with
a victory or a draw on Thursday night, and also could
reach the round of 16 with a defeat depending on the
result of Belgium’s match with Croatia. The Atlas
Lions opened with a 0-0 tie against Croatia before up-
setting second-ranked Belgium 2-0 on goals by
Romain Sa ss and Zakaria Aboukhlal. Morocco would
play Spain, Germany, Japan or Costa Rica in the start
of the knockout stage. The North African team ad-
vanced in 1986 with 0-0 draws against Poland and
England, followed by a 3-1 win over Portugal. West
Germany won the round of 16 match 1-0 when Lothar
Matth us scored on a 30-yard free kick in the 88th
minute. Morocco and Canada have met once previ-
ously, a 4-0 victory by the Atlas Lions in a 2016 friend-
ly as Hakim Ziyech scored twice.

FIFA says rainbow items are allowed
at World Cup stadiums

Doha, Nov 30 (AP): One day after Iran and Wales
were eliminated at the World Cup, FIFA finally
gave a public assurance Wednesday that rainbow
items and banners supporting protests in Iran will
be allowed into stadiums. Stadium security staff
organized by Qatari authorities had seized items
with rainbow colors and slogans such as “Women.
Life. Freedom” to stop them from getting inside
stadiums. In the first week of the tournament,
seven European teams including Wales lost the
fight to wear multi-colored “One Love” armbands
during World Cup matches and some fans com-
plained they weren’t allowed to bring items with
rainbow colors, a symbol of LGBTQ rights, into
the stadiums of the conservative Islamic emirate.
The match between Iran and the United States on
Tuesday was charged with emotion among Iranian
fans, some of whom had come to Qatar not only to
support their team, but the protest movement back
home with banners and flags.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Al Rayyan (Qatar), Nov
30 (AP): Marcus Rashford
dropped to his knees and
pointed up to the sky. The
England forward had just
scored against Wales at
the World Cup, starting off
a 3-0 victory that sent his
team into the round of 16.

His celebration, he
said, was in tribute to a
friend who recently
passed away after a
long battle with
cancer. It could
have also been in
celebration of work-
ing his way into the start-
ing lineup in Qatar.

“Moments like this, this
is what I play football for.
The biggest moments, the
best moments,” said
Rashford, who started his
first game of the tourna-
ment. “I’m happy we are
going through to the next
round of the tournament
because I have massive
ambitions for this team
and I think we can play
even better than we did
today.” Rashford scored
two goals at Ahmad Bin
Ali Stadium, making him
the co-leading scorer at
the World Cup with three
goals the same as France
striker Kylian Mbappe
and two others. Phil
Foden, another England
player who made his first
start in Qatar on Tuesday,

got the other. Rashford
played at the last World
Cup in 2018 and also at the
2020 European
Championship, but the 25-
year-old Manchester

United forward was con-
sidered to be fortunate

to make England
coach Gareth
Southgate’s squad
for this year’s tour-
nament. Ever since
his miss in the
penalty shootout

loss to Italy in the Euro
2020 final, Rashford has
been going through a tur-
bulent period in his ca-
reer, compounded by in-
juries. He and teammate
Bukaya Saka, both of
them Black, were racially
abused after missing their
penalties in the shootout
at Wembley Stadium.

“It has been a challenge
for him,” said Southgate,
who also led the team to
the World Cup semifinals
four years ago in Russia.

England advances 
after beating Wales 3-0 Doha, Nov 30 (AP):

Christian Pulisic
kicked the ball, scored
the goal and crashed
into the goalkeeper, a
collision that sent the
American star to a hos-
pital and the United
States into the second
round of the World
Cup.

More than an hour
later, he contacted his
teammates by
FaceTime to join the
celebration.

Pulisic’s 38th-minute
goal had held up, and
the United States had
beaten Iran 1-0 on
Tuesday night in their
politically charged re-
match to advance to
the World Cup’s knock-
out stage.

“Every single player
is ready to lay their
body on the line to
make sure this team is
successful,” midfielder
Weston McKennie said.

After finishing sec-
ond in Group B with
five points, two behind
England, the US plays
the Netherlands on
Saturday with the
chance to reach the
quarterfinals for the
first time since 2002.

“I always say it’s us
against the world,”
winger Tim Weah said,
“cause no one believed

that the US could play
good football.”

Back in the World
Cup after missing the
2018 tour nament, the
US needed a victory to
reach the round of 16.
Iran finished third in
the group with three
points and has failed
to advance in six
World Cup appear-
ances.

“The dream is over,”
Iran coach Carlos
Queiroz said.

McKennie started
the play for the goal
when he lofted the ball

from just past the cen-
ter circle to Sergi o
Dest at the edge of the
6-yard box. Dest head-
ed the ball in front of
the net on a bounce as
Pulisic charged up the
center of the field past
Ramin Rezaeian and
Majid Hosseini.

Twisting his body,
Pulisic redirected the
ball with his right foot
for his 22nd inter na-
tional goal and first in
World Cup play. His
momentum carried
him into goalkeeper
Alireza Beiranvand.

Pulisic goal advances US
with 1-0 win over Iran

Adelaide, Nov 30 (PTI):

A fighting India scored
a last minute goal to stun
world number one side
Australia 4-3 in the third
hockey Test and notch up
their first win in 13 match-
es here on Wednesday. It
was a rare win for India
against Australia, who
had thrashed them 7-0 in
the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
final earlier this year.

The famous win also
kept the five-match series
alive with Australia lead-
ing 2-1. India had lost 4-5
and 4-7 in the first two
Tests. The fourth match
will be played here on
Saturday and the final one
on Sunday.

Skipper Harmanpreet
Singh (12th minute),
Abhishek (47th),
Shamsher Singh (57th)
and Akashdeep Singh
(60th) scored for India.
Australia’s goals came
from the sticks of Jack
Welch (25th), skipper
Aran Zalewski (32nd) and

Nathan Ephraums (59th).
It was India who took

the lead in the 12th minute
from a penalty corner
through skipper
Harmanpreet, who went
for a placement rather
than brute power. He
placed the ball perfectly to
the right of Australia
goalkeeper Johan Durst.

Australia drew level in
the 25th minute when
Welch scored his third
goal of the series, glanc-
ing in Tim Howard’s
searching ball after an

alert Sreejesh thwarted
Jerry Hayward’s drag-
flick from a penalty cor-
ner.

The home side contin-
ued to press hard after the
change of ends, earning
back-to-back penalty cor-
ners two minutes after the
restart. The second at-
tempt was deflected in by
skipper Zalewski from
Hayward’s indirect try to
take the lead.

India earned an early
penalty corner in the
fourth and final quarter

and Abhishek found the
back of the Australian
net, deflecting in
Harmanpreet’s flick from
close range.

India applied pressure
on the Australian defence
in the final quarter and
managed to secure anoth-
er penalty corner and
Shamser was at the right
place at the right time to
tap in from close after
Jugraj’s initial try was
saved by the opposition
goalkeeper.

It was end-to-end stuff
in the final few minutes of
the game as Australia
earned a penalty corner
soon but Sreejesh stood
like wall in front of the
Indian goal.

A minute from the final
hooter, Australia secured
two consecutive penalty
corner but failed to breach
the Indian defence. But
the match was far from
over as 54 seconds from
time, Akashdeep scored
after being fed by a selfless
Mandeep Singh to hand
India a famous win.

Christchurch, Nov 30 (PTI):

A sloppy India lost the three-
match ODI series against New
Zealand 0-1 after rain  washed out
the third and final game here on
Wednesday. Chasing 220, New
Zealand were cruising at 104/1 in
18 overs, 50 runs ahead of the
Duckworth-Lewis par score,
when rain interrupted the game
yet again in the white-ball series.

Kane Williamson and Co, need-
ing just 116 runs from as many as
32 overs, though had to be con-
tent with a ‘no result’ as the game
was two overs short to be techni-
cally called complete.

Having won the first ODI in
Auckland by seven wickets, New
Zealand thus sealed the series 1-0.

The second match in Hamilton,
too, was abandoned after two
stoppages.

Overall, only two matches in
the six-ball white-ball series pro-
duced result, exposing the poor
planning on part of the con-
cerned authorities. The series
was organised less than a week
after the T20 World Cup in neigh-
bouring Australia. As for India,
the series exposed their flawed
selection policy. It all began with

an inspiring bowling show by the
Kiwi pacers with comeback man
Adam Milne (3/57) and Daryl
Mitchell (7-0-25-3) bundling out
India for 219 in 47.3 overs after
Kane Williamson won a good toss

at an overcast Hagley Oval. The
likes of Rishabh Pant (10 off 16
balls), Suryakumar Yadav (6; 10b)
and Deepak Hooda (12; 25b) were
the biggest failures as they
lacked application and failed to
bide time after Milne rocked the
top-order.

Seeking to save the series,
India found themselves in a spot
of bother, losing half of the side
in 25.3 overs.

But thanks to the efforts by
Washington Sundar (51 off 64
balls; 5x4s, 1x6) and Shreyas Iyer
(49; 59b) India managed to get
past the 200-run mark.

Mline, who sat out the second
ODI, took the opening duo of
Shubman Gill (13; 22b) and
Shikhar Dhawan (28; 45b) after
Matt Henry stifled them with a
tidy bowling display (10-2-29-0),
before Mitchell and Tim Southee
(8.3-1-36-2) wrapped up the issue.

Dhawan and his men were fur-
ther disappointed by an inexperi-
enced bowling attack as they
struggled to get a breakthrough.

Finn Allen (57 from 54 balls;
8x4, 1x6) smashed his fourth ODI
fifty and his 97-run opening part-
nership with Devon Conway (38)
set the tone.

England’s forward #20
Phil Foden celebrates
scoring his team’s     sec-
ond goal during the
Qatar 2022 World Cup
Group B football match
between Wales and
England at the Ahmad
Bin Ali Stadium in
Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

USA’s forward #10 Christian Pulisic scores his team’s
first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B
football match between Iran and USA at the
Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha.

New Zealand take ODI series
1-0 after yet another no-result

India stun Australia 4-3 in third hockey
Test to keep five-match series alive

New Zealand’s Kane Williamson
holds the series trophy.

Cox’s Bazar, Nov 30:
Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Abhimanyu Easwaran
struck centuries as India A
dominated the second day
of their first four-day game
against Bangladesh A in
Cox’s Bazar after getting
into a strong position on
the first day when they
bowled the home side out
for 112. The Indian openers
put together 283 runs, the
second-highest opening

stand ever for India A,
against a bowling line-up
that had four internation-
als - Taijul Islam, Khaled
Ahmed, Mosaddek Hossain
and Nayeem Hasan - and
Rejaur Rahman Raja, who
has been knocking on the
door of the national team.
Jaiswal and Abhimanyu
mixed rock-solid defence
with enterprising stroke
play during their associa-
tion, which lasted almost 77
overs. They struck 31 fours
and two sixes between
them, scoring at an even 3.7
for more than three ses-
sions. mPerhaps a break in
the 75th over - there was a
fire nearby - broke their
rhythm, as Jaiswal fell lbw
to Taijul not long after. He
made 145 off 226 balls,
being the slightly more ag-
gressive batter of the two,
hitting 20 fours and a six.
Abhimanyu, the Indian
captainm followed Jaiswal
shortly afterwards, caught
behind off Khaled for 142,
having batted for 255 balls
and hitting 11 fours and
a six.

Jaiswal and 
Abhimanyu hit centuries

as India A dominate

Yashasvi Jaiswal 
celebrates his century.

Perth, Nov 30:

Marnus Labuschagne
weathered an early assault
on a green-tinged Optus
Stadium pitch to compile a
brilliant unbeaten century,
as Australia dominated an
increasingly ragged West
Indies on the opening day
of the first Test to score 293
for 2 at stumps.

Coming to the crease in
the fourth over after the
wicket of opener David
Warner, Labuschagne was
confronted by a pumped-
up attack on a surface with
10mm of grass left on it .
But through century part-
nerships with Usman
Khawaja and an irre-
sistible Steve Smith, he
gained a stranglehold of
the contest and crushed
the hopes of West Indies,
whose chances of ending a
25-year Test drought in
Australia look already for-
lorn after the opening day
of the two-match series.

While most of their
team-mates have lacked
playing red ball cricket,
amid a slew of limited-
overs internationals,

Labuschagne and Khawaja
showed the benefit of a
lengthy preparation
through four Sheffield
Shield matches with
Queensland this season.

Labuschagne has clearly
enjoyed returning to Optus
Stadium, where he scored
143 and 50 against New
Zealand three years ago in
the last Test match played
at the 60,000-seat ground.

Labuschagne’s big hundred
puts Australia in command

Spain’s forward Ferran Torres (R) takes part in a
training session at Qatar University in Doha during
the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament.

Morocco players take part in a training session at Al
Duhail SC in Doha.

KEEPING WARM

Youngsters stand around a bonfire to warm themselves before exercising, on a cold and foggy winter morning,
on the outskirts of Jammu, Wednesday.

20 % rise in walk-in OPD patients
New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

There has been a 20 per
cent increase in the num-
ber of walk-in OPD pa-
tients at the AIIMS here
leading to long queues as
the premier hospital's on-
line appointment system
remained shut for the
eighth consecutive day on
Wednesday following a
cyber attack.

Officials said the hospi-
tal authorities have de-
ployed additional staff to
manage the rush of pa-
tients. All hospital servic-
es, including outpatient
and in-patient departments
and laboratories, continue
to run on manual mode.

Besides the outpatient
department (OPD), long
queues were witnessed
outside diagnostic centres
and billing counters at the
All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
as the hospital authorities

along with other agencies
struggled to restore the
servers.

The AIIMS authorities
said Tuesday that the e-
Hospital data has been re-
stored on the servers.
They said the network is
being sanitised before the
services can be restored.

The process is taking
some time due to the vol-
ume of data and the large
number of servers/com-
puters. Measures are
being taken for cyber secu-
rity, the AIIMS said in a
statement.

For emergency cases,
WhatsApp has come to the
rescue as doctors used the
app to share test reports of
patients among depart-
ments to ensure quick de-
livery of treatment.

"If done physically, it
would take hours if not
days given the high vol-
ume of patients that the
institute is dealing with
daily," a doctor said.

While doctors wrote all

reports physically, pa-
tients waited for their turn
for long hours at various
departments.

A 50-year-old Noida resi-
dent, Manotosh, who had
severe stomach pain, had
to wait nearly 12 hours be-
fore he could get an ap-
pointment.

"I stood at the OPD
queue early in the morn-
ing and could see the doc-
tor only late afternoon.
There were several like me
who also waited long for
an appointment,"
Manotosh said.

"Patients who had taken
prior appointments and
those who are unable to
get appointments are just
walking in. There is an in-
crease of around 20 per
cent in the number of
walk-in OPD patients. We
have deployed additional
doctors from other units of
the same department to
manage the rush," AIIMS
Medical Superintendent
Dr D K Sharma said.

Most of the administra-
tive processes related to
patient care are being un-
dertaken manually. "We
have deployed additional
data entry operators from
other areas to manage reg-
istrations, etc.," he said.

A case of extortion and
cyber terrorism was regis-
tered by the Intelligence
Fusion and Strategic
Operations (IFSO) unit of
the Delhi Police on
November 25. Official
sources said Internet serv-
ices at the hospital are
blocked on the recommen-
dations of the investigat-
ing agencies.

According to them, the
NIC e-Hospital at AIIMS is
using 24 servers for vari-
ous hospital modules and
four of these servers were
infected with ransomware
-- primary and secondary
database servers of e-
Hospital, primary applica-
tion and primary database
servers of laboratory in-
formation system (LIS).
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‘More boys with cancer being diagnosed than girls in India’
New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

More boys than
girls with cancer in
India are being diag-
nosed with the dis-
ease and the probable
cause for this is gen-
der bias in society, ac-
cording to a study

published in The Lancet
Oncology. The researchers
collected individual data
of children aged 0-19 years
with cancer extracted
from the hospital-based
records of three cancer
centres in India between
January 1, 2005, and
December 31, 2019.

They also used data
from two population-
based cancer registries:
PBCRs in Delhi between
January 1, 2005, and
December 31, 2014 and
Madras Metropolitan

Tumour Registry between
January 1, 2005 and
December 31, 2017. The re-
searchers from All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences, New Delhi and
Cancer Institute (WIA)
Chennai calculated the
male to female sex ratio
from the three hospitals in
the context of the ratio in
the corresponding PBCRs.

This ratio allowed them
to see how many boys
with cancer were seeking
treatment for each girl
seeking treatment. The
team separately analysed
the male to female ratios
of patients undergoing
stem cell transplant
which is a comparatively
expensive procedure used
in cancer care.

"We observed that
among nearly 11,000 pa-
tients registered in the

PBCRs, there was signifi-
cant skew in favour of
boys for getting diagnosed
with cancer. Similarly,
among the 22,000 children
with cancer enrolled in
the three hospitals, we
saw that more boys were
seeking treatment than
girls," said Professor
Sameer Bakhshi, from
Department of Medical
Oncology, AIIMS New
Delhi.

"However, when we
looked at sex ratios among
patients seeking cancer
care in the context of sex
ratios at diagnosis, the
skew in sex ratios was no
longer apparent. This tells
us that the bias towards
boys originates at the com-
munity level. Once chil-
dren are brought forward
and diagnosed, there is no
further gender bias in

seeking treatment,"
Bakhsh, the correspon-
ding author of the study,
told PTI. The researchers
noted that lesser girls were
seeking treatment in hos-
pitals in centres in
Northern India as com-
pared to Southern India.

The disparity between
the genders was more for
patients coming from
rural as compared to
urban areas. This may
have to do variations in so-
cial fabric in different
parts of the country, they
said. The study also found
that lesser number of girls
were coming to the hospi-
tal if the distance of the
centre from their home
was over 100 kilometers,
signifying that if costs re-
lated to treatment in-
crease, the bias would like-
ly increase.

Cong takes dig at PM over
deaths due to Covid vaccines

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Wednesday took a swipe at
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for "shrugging away"
from its responsibility, a
day after the government
told the Supreme Court
that it cannot be held li-
able to compensate for the
deaths post administra-
tion of Covid vaccines.

"First: No deaths due to
oxygen shortage. Then:
No aid to Covid victims.
Now: No accountability
for vaccine-related deaths.
"Prime Minister Modi re-
ally knows how to shrug
away responsibility. A
true event manager!" the
Congress said on its
Twitter handle.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate also
took a dig, saying this gov-
ernment is never respon-
sible for anything. "If
there is death due to the
side effects of Covid vac-
cine anywhere in the
country, then the govern-
ment is not responsible for
it people are getting it as
per their wish. This is
Modi government's affi-
davit in the Supreme
Court. (Well this govern-
ment is never responsible
for anything)," she said in
a tweet in Hindi.

In another tweet, she
said, "Thank you Modi ji
for quickly traversing the
journey from photo on
every vaccine certificate
to no responsibility." The

government cannot be
held liable to compensate
for the deaths due to an ad-
verse event following im-
munisation (AEFI) post
administration of Covid-
19 vaccines, the Centre has
told the Supreme Court.

The affidavit filed in the
apex court by the Centre as-
sumes significance in view
of the fact that the govern-
ment has been zealously
pursuing the Covid-19 vac-
cination programme to
fight the pandemic and, as
per latest reports, over 219
crore doses have been ad-
ministered. The affidavit
was filed in response to a
petition by the parents of
two girls who died allegedly
due to adverse effects fol-
lowing Covid vaccination.

Gujarat ATS recovers 
mephedrone worth Rs 478.65 cr

Ahmedabad, Nov 30 (PTI): 

The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad has raid-
ed a manufacturing unit
on the outskirts of
Vadodara city and seized a
huge cache of the banned
mephedrone drug and its
raw material worth Rs
478.65 crore, an ATS offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

During the raid at the
small factory-cum-godown
near Sindhrot village of
Vadodara district on
Tuesday night, the ATS
also arrested five persons
from the spot, he said.

A preliminary investiga-
tion revealed the accused

were making mephedrone,
also known MD drug, a
narcotic substance, for the
last 45 days in the factory
which was erected using
metal sheets, the ATS said
in an official release.

During the raid, the ATS
recovered 63.6 kg of
mephedrone and 80.26 kg
of its raw material worth
Rs 478.65 crore, the release
said. The machinery used
for manufacturing the
drug was also seized, it
said. Those arrested have
been identified as Saumil
Pathak, Shailesh Kataria,
Vinod Nijama,
Mohammad Shafi Dewan
and Bharat Chavda, the re-
lease said.

The investigation re-
vealed Vadodara resident
Saumil Pathak had learnt
the process of making nar-

cotic drugs from the 'dark
web' and roped in others
after setting up the unit
near Sindhrot, the ATS
said.

Accused Kataria, a
chemistry graduate, used
to work as a chemist at the
factory to produce the MD
drug using various materi-
als, while the three others
used to handle other logis-
tical operations, the re-
lease said.

The probe revealed
Mumbai Police caught
Pathak with drugs in 2017
and he was then sent to
jail. During his time in
jail, he came in contact
with one Salim Dola, who
gave Pathak guidance
about drug manufacturing
and also arranged the raw
material for him, the ATS
release said.

‘Cong created maximum credibility
crisis in Indian politics’

Ahmedabad, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Wednesday said the
Congress has created the
"maximum credibility cri-
sis" in Indian politics as
there is a vast difference be-
tween the promises made
by the party and their im-
plementation.

Addressing a press con-
ference here ahead of the
first phase of polling for
Gujarat Assembly elections
on December 1, Singh said
while Congress is fighting
the elections for its exis-
tence, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) is in the fray to
register its presence.

"But it is the BJP which
will win more than two-

thirds of 182 seats in
Gujarat as predicted by
many political analysts.

The trust of people in BJP
increased over years and
the saffron party will break

all the previous records (of
victory in Gujarat) and re-
tain power," he said.

Singh said India would
have become the world's
strongest country many
years ago had the Congress
delivered on the promises it
made to the people while in
power. "Everyone knows if
there is a political party
which has created the max-
imum amount of credibili-
ty crisis in Indian politics,
it is Congress. There is a
huge difference between
what they promised and
what they did in the past,"
said the former BJP presi-
dent.

On the other hand, the
BJP always kept its word
and fulfilled the promises
mentioned in its mani-

festos, he said. "When all
other parties are facing a
crisis of credibility, the
BJP has emerged as the
symbol of credibility in
Indian politics. After
Modiji took the reins in
2014, our country's stature
has grown in the world,"
the Defence minister said.

Speaking on the BJP's
poll promise to implement
the Uniform Civil Code in
Gujarat if elected again,
Singh said the party's poli-
cy has been very clear
about UCC since the days of
the formation of Jan
Sangh. "We do not change
our stands from time to
time. Optics and politics
are not taken into consider-
ation while taking any deci-
sion," he added.

PASSING OUT PARADE

Passing Out Parade of the 143rd course of National Defense Academy (NDA), in Khadakwasla, Wednesday.

At AIIMS-Delhi 

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh being welcomed by support-
ers during a BJP election campaign rally for the upcoming Gujarat
Assembly elections, in Ahmedabad, Wednesday.

̈ After raid 
on factory

Prez interacts with health 
workers, women sportspersons

Chandigarh, Nov 30 (PTI): 

President Droupadi
Murmu on Wednesday
stressed empowering
daughters as she interact-
ed with ASHA workers,
doctors, and women
sportspersons of Haryana
and learnt about their ex-
periences in their respec-
tive fields. Murmu made
these remarks during her
two-day visit to Haryana.

She said that women
should be made more and
more strong, asserting that
they face many challenges
and obstacles in their lives.
She said daughters should
be empowered for society
and the country.

Haryana Governor
Bandaru Dattatreya and
Haryana Chief Minister

Manohar Lal Khattar
were also present during
the interaction pro-
gramme at Haryana Raj
Bhavan here. She was all
praise for the daughters of
Haryana for presenting
the best examples of
women empowerment for
the entire country.

The President said
daughters are the embodi-
ment of power. Every fam-
ily should cooperate in
taking daughters forward
in every field so that they
become empowered and
continue to increase their
contribution in every
field, she said.

The way Haryana's
daughters have raised the
pride of their families and
state on the global stage in
the field of sports is one of
the best examples of
women empowerment,
added the President. "If

men and women walk to-
gether, then the family, so-
ciety and the country will
progress. However,
women face more chal-
lenges in their life than
men, so it is the responsi-
bility of the family, society
and government to nur-
ture and empower the girl
child," said Murmu.

She praised the state
government for the suc-
cessful implementation of
the 'Beti Bachao-Beti
Padhao' campaign in
Haryana and hoped that
the state will continue to
boost the morale of the
state's daughters by taking
such revolutionary steps.

During the programme,
an ASHA (Accredited
Social Health Activist)
worker from Ambala, who
is also associated with the
'Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao'
campaign shared her ex-

periences about a drive
against illegal sex deter-
mination tests. She said
she took part in 19 raids
conducted by the state
health department
against the illegal sex de-
termination tests.

She also shared how she
prevented her neighbour
from carrying out an abor-
tion after she had under-
gone the sex determina-
tion test. The Asha worker
said the girl is now seven-
year-old and she was
being well taken care of
by the family.

When the President
asked the ASHA worker
whether she gets support
from her family when she
has to go out for work at
night, the worker replied
she gets full support from
her family as they know
she is performing a job of
saving the lives of girls.

̈ Of Haryana

LA
N

C
ET

 S
T

U
D

Y

Karnataka HC
upholds ban on PFI

Bengaluru, Nov 30
(PTI): The High Court of
Karnataka has upheld the
recent ban imposed by the
Central government on
the Popular Front of India
(PFI) for its involvement in
anti-national activities. A
single judge bench of
Justice M Nagaprasanna
on Wednesday pro-
nounced the judgment.
The ban was challenged by
Nasir Ali, a resident of
Bengaluru and the state
president of the pro-
scribed outfit.

The Central govern-
ment had issued an order
banning the organisation
and its allied outfits for a
period of five years with
immediate effect on
September 28. The Centre
took this action after raids
on the offices of PFI and
the residences of its mem-
bers across the country.



Job racket
MMuummbbaaii:: Officials of
Mumbai Police’s cyber
cell were shocked to find
that four Africans arrest-
ed from Pune for alleged-
ly running a job racket
possessed a database of 2
lakh email IDs and more
than one lakh mobile
phone numbers, a stag-
gering resource they used
to commit online fraud.

Mishap
FFiirroozzaabbaadd:: At least six
members of a family were
killed and three injured as
a fire broke out at their
electronics-cum-furniture
shop on the ground floor
of the building they lived
in here, police said. Prima
facie, it appears that an
electrical short circuit led
to the fire on Tuesday, gut-
ting not only the  shop but
also the  owners’ house on
the first floor, they said.

Lifer
AAzzaammggaarrhh::  A local court
here has awarded a life
sentence to a man and his
sister-in-law for killing his
wife, officials said.
Additional Sessions
Judge, Dhananjay Kumar
Mishra on Tuesday award-
ed life imprisonment to
Pradeep and Vibha for
killing Sandhya in 2016.

Extend
KKoollkkaattaa:: The West Bengal
government on
Wednesday announced
the extension of ‘Duare
Sarkar’, social outreach
camps about its various
projects, till December 5.
As per the earlier notifica-
tion issued in September,
the Duare Sarkar camps
(government at your door
step) were being held
from November 1 to
November 30.

Arrested
BBeennggaalluurruu::  A 26-year-old
Nepali citizen has been
arrested for allegedly
beating his live-in partner
to death in the city, police
said. Santhosh Dhami was
arrested for killing
Krishna Kumari Ammai
(23) at his residence in TC
Palya on Tuesday night,
according to police.

Sodomised 
NNooiiddaa:: A nine-year-old
child was allegedly
sodomised by a 17-year-
old boy known to him in
Noida, police officials said
Wednesday. The accused,
who has been booked
under IPC 377 (unnatural
sex), has been taken into
custody and sent to a cor-
rection home, a police
official said.
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BRIEF

Indian Coast Guard Director
General VS Pathania during

the Commissioning
Ceremony of 840 Squadron

(Coast Guard) held at Indian
Coast Guard Air Station, in

Chennai, Wednesday.

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Benchmark BSE Sensex
settled above the 63,000-
level for the first time on
Wednesday, extending its
winning momentum to
seventh day amid a largely
positive trend in global
markets and continuous
foreign fund inflows.

The 30-share barometer
rallied 417.81 points or 0.67
per cent to settle at
63,099.65, its fresh record
closing high. During the
day, the benchmark
jumped 621.17 points or
0.99 per cent to 63,303.01,
its lifetime intra-day peak.

The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 140.30 points or
0.75 per cent to end at
18,758.35, its fresh record
closing high. Among the
Sensex pack, Mahindra &

Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Power Grid,
Hindustan Unilever,
Bharti Airtel, Asian
Paints, Tata Steel and
Titan were major gainers.

IndusInd Bank, State
Bank of India, HCL
Technologies and ITC
were among the laggards.

“Domestic market con-
tinued its quest for gains,
boosted by FII inflows.
However, markets will be
sensitive to the Fed Chair’s
remarks later in the day, as

investors are expecting a
moderation in the pace of
rate hikes. An in-line com-
ment will help to sustain
the rally while loosening
COVID-19 restrictions in
China is providing relief
to global markets,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

In the broader market,
the BSE midcap gauge
jumped 1.06 per cent and
smallcap index climbed
0.61 per cent. All sectoral

indices ended in the green,
with utilities rallying 2.52
per cent, power jumped
2.35 per cent, metal (1.96
per cent), auto (1.74 per
cent), commodities (1.62
per cent), realty (1.54 per
cent), telecommunication
(1.44 per cent) and con-
sumer discretionary (1.25
per cent). “Sentiment
turned extremely bullish
towards the closing stages,
as renewed foreign institu-
tional buying propelled
both the benchmark in-
dices to scale fresh highs.
Also, strong European
markets opening further
bolstered investors’ senti-
ment ahead of the Q2 GDP
data announcement,”
Shrikant Chouhan, Head
of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities
Ltd, said. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended higher, while Tokyo
settled lower.

Bilaspur, Nov 30: A 23-
year-old man killed him-
self by jumping in front
of a moving train in
Bilaspur district, police
said on Wednesday.
Sources said the man
took the extreme step
after he spotted a consta-
ble beating his father at a
police station in the
Bilaspur district.

Harish Chandra
Gendle committed sui-
cide on Monday by jump-
ing in front of a moving
train near Belha railway
station, said a police offi-
cer. He was a resident of
Bhainsbod village.
“Gendle’s motorcycle hit
the bicycle of a school
girl on Monday leading to
a quarrel, following
which she lodged a com-
plaint with the police,”

the officer said.
According to local police
sources, police visited the
house of the Gendle fami-
ly on the complaint of the
girl and took Harish’s fa-
ther to the Belha police
station. Gendle too
rushed to the police sta-

tion where he spotted a
police constable thrash-
ing his father, they said.
On the spur of the mo-
ment, Gendle rushed to
the railway station and
jumped before a train, an
incident which triggered
protests outside the po-
lice station on Tuesday
demanding the registra-
tion of a First
Information Report (FIR)
against the constable.

“In the backdrop of
protests and preliminary
investigation, Bilaspur
SSP suspended the con-
stable for negligence,”
the officer said.

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI):
Table tennis legend
Achanta Sharath Kamal
was on Wednesday be-
stowed with the Major
Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna,
the country’s highest
sporting honour, by
President Droupadi
Murmu in a glittering
National Sports Awards
ceremony at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here
on Wednesday.

While Sharath is the
lone Khel Ratna award re-
cipient, 25 sportspersons,
including shuttlers
Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy,
woman boxer Nikhat
Zareen, track and field ath-
letes Eldhose Paul and
Avinash Sable, were con-
ferred with the Arjuna
Award. The creme de la
creme of Indian sports
were recognised for their
achievements in the past
few years at a specially or-

ganised ceremony. The
event is traditionally held
every year to commemo-
rate the birth anniversary
of hockey legend Major
Dhyan Chand on August
29. But last year also, the

event was held on another
date. The star attraction of
the ceremony was
Sharath, who received his
Khel Ratna award amid
thunderous applause from
the select dignitaries pres-

ent at the Durbar Hall.
The Khel Ratna is given

for the spectacular and
most outstanding per-
formances by a sportsper-
son over a period of previ-
ous four years. It carries a
cash prize of Rs 25 lakh, a
medal and a scroll of hon-
our. The Arjuna award
carries a cash prize of Rs
15 lakh, a bronze statue
and a scroll of honour.

The 40-year-old Sharath
had returned from
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games as
the most-decorated Indian
athlete with four medals.
He is the second table ten-
nis player after Manika
Batra to get the Khel
Ratna. Besides a yellow
metal in the mixed dou-
bles, Sharath also pocket-
ed his singles gold after 16
years, the first having won
at the 2006 Melbourne
CWG.

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

A significant number of
patients die every year due
to end-stage organ failure
because of non-availabili-
ty of organs and tissues,
AIIMS director Dr M
Srinivas has said, assert-
ing that myths and fears
surrounding organ dona-
tions must be dispelled.

He was speaking at a
‘donor felicitation’ pro-
gramme organised on
Tuesday by the Organ
Retrieval Banking
Organisation (ORBO), the
nodal facility for deceased
organ and tissue donation
activities of the All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New
Delhi. Families of several
donors, including 16-

month-old Rishant, 18-
month-old Mahira, Rolly
(age 2), Manshi (8),
Shivani Divakar (17), Raj
Kumar Shukla (47), and
Snehlata Choudhary (62),
were felicitated.

Many donor families
and transplant recipients
were also present at the
event.

“Every year, we lose a
significant number of pa-
tients to end-stage organ

failure due to non-avail-
ability of organs and tis-
sues. We must dispel the
myths and fears and devel-
op a positive attitude to-
wards organ and tissue do-
nations in the society,”
Srinivas said.

He expressed gratitude
to the donors and their
families for the noble deed
of saving so many lives at

the time of their grief.
Dr Aarti Vij, head of

ORBO, said the process of
organ retrieval to trans-
plantation is very exten-
sive. It takes efficient coor-
dination and team work
between donor families,
transplant coordinators,
treating physicians, trans-
plant teams, support staff,
forensic department,
blood bank, laboratory de-
partment and police for
the entire sequence of
events to be seamless, she
said.

Apart from these stake-
holders, there are many
hands that work for this
noble cause. Several volun-
teers, NGOs, organisa-
tions, media and the socie-
ty at large also contribute
effectively.

Mumbai, Nov 30 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Wednesday refused bail to
former Maharashtra min-
ister Nawab Malik in an
alleged money laundering
case linked to a land deal
in which fugitive gangster
Dawood Ibrahim and his
aides were involved.

R N Rokade, special
judge for cases under the
Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA),
had reserved his order on
the bail plea on November
14 after hearing lengthy
arguments.

While the detailed order
was not yet available, the
judge while pronouncing
the order said the two con-
ditions laid down under
section 45 of the PMLA
were not satisfied.

Section 45 says that a
court can grant bail in
PMLA cases if there are
reasonable grounds to be-
lieve that the accused is
not prima facie guilty of
the offence, and he or she
shall not commit any of-
fence if released.

New Delhi, Nov 30:

Bilkis Bano on
Wednesday challenged in
the Supreme Court the
early release of 11 men
convicted of gang-raping
her and killing her entire
family in the 2002 Gujarat
riots.

The convicts were freed
on August 15,
Independence Day, by the
Gujarat government
under an outdated policy.
The move sparked massive
nationwide outrage,
which was amplified by
images of the rapists
being garlanded and wel-
comed like heroes by a
Hindu organisation.

Defending the decision,
the Gujarat government
cited the Centre’s approval
- it came swiftly, within
two weeks of its request -
and “good behaviour” of

the convicts. Gujarat also
cited a Supreme Court rul-
ing. In that ruling on the
petition of one of the con-
victs, the Supreme Court
had said that the Gujarat
government could consid-
er releasing him under the
1992 remission policy.
Gujarat freed all 11, dis-
missing strong objections
from the CBI and a special
judge. The move would not
have been possible if the

Gujarat government had
gone by the 2014 remission
policy, which bars the
early release of rape and
murder convicts.

Bilkis Bano has said in
her petition that the deci-
sion on releasing the men
should be taken by
Maharashtra, where the
trial took place, instead of
Gujarat.

Bilkis Bano was 21 when
she was gang-raped by the
men, who killed nine
members of her family, in-
cluding her three-year-old
daughter, during the riots
that swept through
Gujarat after the Godhra
train burning in which 59
pilgrims died.

A BJP leader who was
involved in the decision to
release the rapists and had
described them as
“Sanskari Brahmins”, is
contesting the election.

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI):
The Supreme Court, which
is hearing a challenge to a
Tamil Nadu law allowing
“Jallikattu”, on
Wednesday observed the
“ultimate question” per-
haps might be whether the
bull-taming sport, dubbed
by many as cruel to ani-
mals, can be allowed in any
form. “Jallikattu”, also
known as “eruthazhu-
vuthal”, is a bull-taming
sport played in Tamil Nadu
as part of the Pongal har-
vest festival. The lawyers
appearing for several peti-
tioners told a five-judge
Constitution bench headed
by Justice K M Joseph that
allowing something which
is cruel to an animal can-
not be permitted. “What

we thought was, you see,
the ultimate question per-
haps might be whether ‘jal-
likattu’ in any form can be
performed, allowed or ‘jal-
likattu’ in any form cannot
be done,” said the bench,
also comprising justices
Ajay Rastogi, Aniruddha
Bose, Hrishikesh Roy and
C T Ravikumar. The bench
said it is the case of the
Tamil Nadu government
that these bulls are trained
and treated with greatest of
affection. The apex court
had, in its 2014 judgment,
said bulls cannot be used as
performing animals either
for “jallikattu” events or
bullock-cart races, and
banned their use for these
purposes across the coun-
try.

LIFETIME HIGH 

Sensex hits 63k mark for first time
 Nifty ends at fresh

lifetime high

SURPRISING INCIDENT

Man jumps before moving train; dies
 As father allegedly

beaten up by cop
About the incident
Harish Chandra Gendle committed suicide on Monday by
jumping in front of a moving train near Belha railway station.
Gendle’s motorcycle hit the bicycle of a school girl on Monday
leading to a quarrel, following which she lodged a complaint
with the police.According to local police sources, police visit-
ed the house of the Gendle family on the complaint of the girl
and took Harish’s father to the Belha police station. 

Police action...
In the backdrop of protests
and preliminary investiga-
tion, Bilaspur SSP suspended
the constable for negligence.
He refused to speak on a link
between the alleged thrash-
ing of the father of Gendle
and the latter’s suicide.

NATIONAL SPORTS AWARD

President Droupadi Murmu presents Major Dhyan
Chand Khel Ratna Award to table tennis player Sharath
Kamal Achanta during the Sports and Adventure
Awards 2022 at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi,
Wednesday.

Sharath Kamal bestowed with Khel Ratna 
Bilkis Bano challenges 

in SC release of her rapists

Court refuses bail 

to Nawab Malik 
 In ED case

SC questions whether ‘jallikattu’
can be allowed in any form

AIIMS DIRECTOR

‘Myths, fears surrounding organ donation must be dispelled’

Dr M Srinivas 

Annual Sports Meet of DPS Bhilai celebrated

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  3300:: The bright and
beautiful morning of
November 29, 2022 witnessed
the celebration of the 38th
Annual Sports Day of DPS
Bhilai at the lush, green envi-
rons of the Maroda Sector
School Campus. The Chief
Guest for the occasion was Dr
Anand Chhabra IPS, Inspector
General of Police, Durg
Range. The programme was
also attended by many distin-
guished guests - Dr (Mrs)
Anju Yadav & Ajay Yadav, IPS,
IG (Intelligence) & IG, Raipur
Range, Keka Sarkar & Prabir
Kumar Sarkar, Pro-Vice
Chairman, SMC, DPSB, &
CGM I/c (Services), BSP,
Neelima Nandanwar and SV
Nandanwar Vice-Chairman,
SES, Bhilai & CGM (TA & CSR)
and Acting ED. (P&A), BSP,
DN Karan Member, SMC,
DPSB & CGM (F & A), BSP,
Jayati Sengupta & Saptarishi
Sengupta Member, SMC,
DPSB & GM (RSM), BSP, D
Shravan, IPS, DIG -
Chhattisgarh Armed Forces,
Raipur, Sangita Shrivastava,
Lalita Dwadasi, Archana
Thakur, Sharda Rajput and
Renu Vashishta amongst oth-

ers.
The programme com-

menced with the welcome
address by the Principal,
Parshant Vashishta. The re-
port on the Sports
Attainments was read out by
Nitin Nair, I/c PE Deptt. The
Sports Meet was formally de-
clared 'Open' by the Chief
Guest, followed by the re-
lease of balloons and pigeons.
The Sports Secretaries com-
pleted the track run and then
lit the ceremonial flame. The
Chief Guest inspected the
contingents, and a magnifi-
cent March Past was per-
formed by class IX in which
Narmada House was ad-
judged the best.

In his speech, the Chief
Guest thanked the school au-
thorities for inviting him to
grace the 38th  Annual Sports
Day of the school. He compli-
mented the Department of
Physical Education of the
school for the excellent
March Past performed by the
senior students. He also
praised  the  school  for  im-
bibing  the  right  values  and
ethos  in  the  students.  He
congratulated the students
for having niched a special
place for themselves not only

at the state level but also at
the national  level. He
stressed on the importance of
extracurricular activities in
school life.

The guests were presented
with a field display by the stu-
dents of Pre-Primary, Primary
and Middle Wings of the
school that was a visual treat.
Around 360 students from
Class I performed an enthusi-
astic and heart touching field
display - 'Mere Sapno Kaa
Swarnim Bharat' which in-
voked the proud feeling of pa-
triotism in all present. 770
students  of  classes  IV  &  V
put  up  a  spectacular  field
display  through  their presen-
tation 'Towards a New
Horizon' with the message
that fitness is not a destina-
tion, it's a way of life. 500 girls
of Classes VI, VII and VIII, im-
maculately dressed in white
and blue, put up a wonderful
display 'Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav'. Their genuine ef-
forts to raise the feeling of
nationalism in the hearts of
the citizens and promote cog-
nizance of our national flag
through 'Har Ghar Tiranga'
spoke of their patriotic fer-
vour.

The track events for the

day were 100m Sprint (VIII-
IX) - Jr. Boys; 200m Sprint (X-
XII) - Sr Girls & 4x100m Relay
(X-XII) - Sr Boys.

The highlight of this special
occasion was the Prize
Distribution Ceremony. The
prizes were given away by Dr
Anju Yadav, Ajay Yadav, Keka
Sarkar and Prabir Kumar
Sarkar. Himanshu Dubey of
class XII/L, Narmada House
was awarded the title of Best
Boy Athlete in the Senior
Category. Taranveer Singh
Sanghera of class VIII/B,
Jhelum House was declared
the Best Boy Athlete in the
Junior Category. S. Bala
Krishna of classVII/H,
Chenab House was declared
the Best Boy Athlete in the
Sub-Junior Category.

Sharanya Bala of class
XII/I, Yamuna House was de-
clared the Best Girl Athlete in
the Senior Category. In the
Junior Category, Yashsvi
Upadhyay of class IX/D,
Ganges House and
Mimansha  Bitra  of  IX/K,
Yamuna  House  were  de-
clared  the  Best  Girl
Athletes. Garima Singh of
class VI/E, Kaveri House won
the title of Best Girl Athlete in
the Sub- Junior Category.

The Championship Trophy
for Best House in Sports and
Games was won by Ganges
House. The other noteworthy
awards presented on the oc-
casion were the Best House
Trophy for excellence in
Curricular and Co-curricular
activities which was won by
Ganges House and the
Principal's Award for being
the Best All-Round student
was awarded to Bhumit
Nayak of class XII/I, Chenab
House.

From this year, a special
award has been instituted in
memory of our beloved
teacher Dr Bindu Mockoul I/c
Activities given by her hus-
band comprising a cheque of
Rs 11,000 and a plaque for the
best student in All Around
Activities. This year the
award was given to Anubha
Paresh of XII/F.

The programme moved to-
wards its grand finale with
the extinguishing of the flame
and the declaration of the
meet being closed. The Vote
of Thanks was proposed by
the Vice-Principal
(Administration), AH Zunjani
and the National Anthem
brought this memorable day
to an end.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30: On
Tuesday, Divisional
Commissioner and
Electoral Roll Observer
Mahadev Kavre conducted
a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of political par-
ties regarding the special
summary revision on the
electoral rolls. Point-wise
discussions were held re-
garding voter lists as well
as the processes of center
and upcoming elections.
Under the special summa-
ry revision, preliminary
publication of electoral
rolls was done on
November 09 and claims /
objections could be filed
till December 08. He gave
information about the as-
sembly-wise polling
booths and number of vot-
ers and applications re-
ceived under the summary
revision with qualifying
date of January 01, 2023.
Political parties were re-

quested to appoint polling
booth-wise BLAs for revi-
sion and election work and
100 percent registration of
voters by promoting the
revision 2023 programme.
In the meeting, anyone can
register their information,
suggestions and com-
plaints in the toll free
number 1950.

D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioner and
Electoral Roll Observer
Mahadev Kavre provided
an open platform to the
representatives of politi-
cal parties to share their
problems and suggestions
and gave them guidelines
to make the process of
election smooth.

In the meeting, there
was an in-depth discus-
sion regarding the voter
list. Representatives of po-
litical parties shared their
views on how eligible can-
didates could be added in
large numbers and how a
transparent voter list

could be prepared.
Divisional Commissioner
laid special emphasis on
linking the voter list with
Aadhaar card so that er-
rors could be reduced.

Kavre said that voters
can apply for correction or
transfer in the voter list by
downloading Voter
Helpline app from Play
Store or apply online at
nvsp.in portal and search
their name in voter list.

He also appealed to the
public representatives to
become a participant in
voter awareness. He said
that the vote is confiden-
tial. All the necessary

arrangements have been
ensured by the Election
Commission of India to
conduct free and fair elec-
tions.

Commissioner ques-
tioned the officers about
information related to
photo voter list, Form 6, 7
is available or not, etc.
Deputy District Election
Officer replied that Form
6,7, and 8 are available in
the district till date.

A total of 19571 applica-
tions have been received,
whose assembly-wise in-
formation was also made
available to the political
party representatives.

Apart from this, the
Divisional Commissioner
also provided information
regarding 08 increased
polling stations to the rep-
resentatives and also in-
formed that the list of
claims and objections will
be available on the official
site at the time of elec-
tions.

Kavre instructed the
Deputy District Election
Officer to make adequate
publicity for the revision
programme in higher sec-
ondary schools and col-
leges as well.

MPs, MLAs and repre-
sentatives of political par-
ties, public representa-
tives Keshav Bunty
Harmukh, Surendra
Kaushik, Vijay Jain,
Bhojraj Sinha, Dilip
Dhruv, Ashok Kumar Adil
and Deputy District
Election Officer Yogita
Dewangan and other con-
cerned officers were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30:
Independent Students'
Union (ISU) has demanded
compensation for the fami-
lies who lost their mem-
bers due to outbreak of di-
arrhoea in Bhilai. On the
instructions of ISU State
Convenor Rohit Tiwari, a
group of youths led by ISU
District General Secretary
Kunal Verma met
Collector Durg and sub-
mitted a memorandum in
this regard.

They stated that the sup-
ply of contaminated water
has resulted in an outbreak
of diarrhoea in Camp and
Khursipar areas. So far,
about 400 people have fall-
en ill after consuming con-
taminated water. They are
seeking treatment in vari-
ous hospitals of the dis-
trict. They alleged that due
to the negligence on the
part of the government,
two innocent people lost
their lives after falling ill.

A 12-year-old innocent girl
and a 28-year-old youth
have lost their lives.

ISU through Collector
Durg, demanded from the
Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, to provide
compensation of Rs 50-50
lakhs to the families of the
people who succumbed to

diarrhoea. Collector as-
sured to convey this de-
mand to the Chief
Minister. District General
Secretary Kunal Verma,
Hemant Jangde, Mahendra
Pratap, Ayush Tiwari,
Kambil Robert, Srinivas
Rao Shubhash Pandit and
others were present.

BSF conducts special
training for SSV students 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30: Border
Security Force conducted
a special training session
for the students of Shri
Shankara Vidyalaya,
Sector-10, with the objec-
tives of inculcating disci-
pline, self-reliance and
sense of patriotism among
them.

It needs to be mentioned
here that BSF has been de-
ployed in Kanker district
of the state to conduct
anti-naxal operations. The
jawans of the Border
Security Force are risking
their lives to make the na-
tion "naxal free" and at the
same time they are fulfill-
ing their responsibilities
towards society and na-
ture. They are providing

necessary items to the
poor and students in the
remote villages of Kanker.
BSF has also adopted sev-
eral villages and is provid-
ing free medical treat-
ment, employment train-
ing to unemployed youth
under skill development
programmes, etc. Tours
are also arranged for the
tribal children under
Tribal Youth Exchange
Programme.

In this series, Border
Security Force is training
the students of Shri
Shankara Vidyalaya,
Sector 10, Bhilai to be dis-
ciplined and self-reliant.
Efforts are made to incul-
cate the spirit of patriot-
ism in them, which will
lead to the mental, intellec-
tual and social develop-

ment of the students, so
that they become responsi-
ble citizens. The principal
and teachers of the school
highly appreciated this
initiative of the Border
Security Force.

On this occasion,
Inspector General of
Border Security Force,
Indraj Singh said that
along with delivering its
basic duties, Border
Security Force is commit-
ted to fulfill its social re-
sponsibility also. In his
message to the students,
he said that the students
are the future of India
and their commendable
efforts will prove to be a
milestone in the develop-
ment of the country. He
wished all the students a
bright future.

Stage all set for Agniveer recruitment rally
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 30: Agniveer
recruitment rally is to be
organized from 01 to 13
December at Ravishankar
Stadium Durg for recruit-
ment in Indian Army.
About 70000 youths from all
the districts of
Chhattisgarh state are like-
ly to participate in this
rally. For the proper man-
agement of the aspirants,
the actual status of the re-
sponsibility assigned to the
departments was discussed
by the district administra-
tion under the guidance of
Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena at Manas
Bhawan on Wednesday.

Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka instructed the
heads of various depart-
ments to discharge the du-
ties in a responsible man-
ner. Information was
sought from the concerned
officials of the Municipal
Corporation, Public Works
Department, Education
Department and other de-
partments regarding their
responsibilities and the
works done so far. The con-
cerned officers entrusted
with the responsibilities
were asked to coordinate

with each other and with
the army officers conduct-
ing the recruitment. Free
food and accommodation
for the candidates has been
arranged by the District
Administration Durg at
Seth Ratanchand Surana
College Durg. 6000 candi-
dates will register their
candidature for physical
test in the recruitment
process.

An attempt has been
made to make better man-
agement through tempo-
rary and mobile toilets so
that the candidates do not
face any kind of distur-
bance in their daily rou-
tine. 65 temporary toilets
have been constructed at
the place of residence of
the candidates and 60 at the
recruitment site. Apart
from this, arrangements
for mobile toilets have been

made at various places.
Necessary instructions
have also been given by the
district administration to
the concerned officials to
maintain proper arrange-
ment of adequate water
and cleanliness.

According to the guide-
lines, separate screening
sections have been estab-
lished at the venue for the
documents / physical ex-
amination of the candi-
dates so that the candidate
can join the recruitment
process in a smooth man-
ner.

The site has been pre-
pared by the district admin-
istration to deal with the
fire in case of any unto-
ward incident. Fire fight-
ing team will be present on
the spot with fire tenders
and equipment.

For the food arrange-

ment of about 70000 candi-
dates, the district adminis-
tration has deployed about
53 cooks from different
schools at the recruitment
venue. Arrangements have
been made to make the food
available to the candidates
on time.

Collector Pushpendra
Kumar Meena also inspect-
ed the venue of the
Agniveer recruitment rally
where he took information
from the concerned author-
ities regarding the manage-
ment of the youth partici-
pating in the recruitment
process. He clearly directed
the concerned officer to en-
sure that proper manage-
ment related to health,
water, cleanliness, board-
ing and food. In order to
provide maximum facili-
ties to the youth at the re-
cruitment site, he directed

the concerned officers to
make arrangements for
computer, notary, photo-
copy, Adhaar card and
other identity cards and de-
sired documents along
with internet facility.

The Collector advised the
aspirants not to get con-
fused as the recruitment
process depends on the
merit of the candidates. In
case of any dilemma, they
can contact the control
room number and other
phone numbers. After wit-
nessing the arrangements,
the army officers appreciat-
ed the preparations of the
district administration.

SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
Col R Ramesh, Deputy
Collector Jageshwar
Kaushal, District
Employment Officer RK
Kurre and other officers
were present.
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About 70000 youth likely to appear for the recruitment

ISU demands compensation for 
people who succumbed to diarrhoea 

Kavre urges to make voters aware 
and ensure their participation 

BSP participates in Vendor
development program &

industrial exhibition of MSME
Bhilai, Nov 30:
Chhattisgarh Swami
Vivekanand Technical
University, Newai
District-Durg organised
a CPSE level Vendor de-
velopment program cum
industrial exhibition on
November 29-30, 2022 in
collaboration with
MSME, Government of
Chhattisgarh. The inau-
guration of this program
was completed on
November 29, 2022.
Materials Management
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant participated
in this Seminar and exhi-
bition and also setup a
stall at the exhibition.

The event was organ-
ized in collaboration
with Chhattisgarh
Swami Vivekananda
Technical University
alongwith Government
of India's Ministry of
MSME at the campus lo-
cated in Newai. The
main objective of this
program was to provide
a platform to micro and
small scale industries.
Major industries like
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government Industries
Department, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant,
NTPC, NMDC, NSPCL,
DICCI, Coal India,

Indian Railways, SIDBI,
NSIC, BSNL participat-
ed in this two-day event.

SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant also participated
in the technical session
and a presentation was
given by Anubha
Mahale, GM(Vendor
Development) on the ef-
forts being made by
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
and the facilities being
provided to micro and
small scale industries.

Tapan Kumar, CGM
(MM), Sandeep
Chakraborty, General
Manager (Purchase), KC
Mishra, GM (Purchase),
Anubha Mahale, GM

(Vendor Development),
Ashok Kumar Agarwal,
DGM (Stores), Manohar
S h a r m a ,
D G M ( I n s p e c t i o n ) ,
Vincent Pereira, Head
Storekeeper and K
Srinivas Rao participat-
ed in the event on behalf
of Bhilai Steel Plant.

Security related and
other essential materials
and equipment were dis-
played in the exhibition.
More than 100 Vendors
and representatives
from various institu-
tions showed interest in
the exhibition and en-
quired about various
materials.



PRACTICING KAYAKING

Sportsmen practicing ‘Kayaking’ at city’s Budhatalab in the background of sunset here on Wednesday.

State level Children Science
Congress to be held from Dec 1-3 

RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  3300::  State Level
Children Science Congress
organised by Chhattisgarh
Science and Technology
Council, Science and
Technology Division and Pt.
Ravi Shankar University, Raipur
will be held at the
Biotechnology Institute of
University of Raipur from
December 1 to 3. Selected
child scientists from different
districts of Chhattisgarh will
participate in this State Level
Children Science Congress.
Director General of
Chhattisgarh Science and
Technology Council Dr. S.
Karmkar said that this event
will be conducted both offline
and online under his guidance.
This program is sponsored by
National Council of Science

and Technology, Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of India. In the
program, the main topic select-
ed by child scientists for the
National Children’s Science
Congress is Understanding
Ecosystem for Health and Well-
Being  and its five sub-topics:
Knowing your environment,
promoting health, nutrition
and well-being, research proj-
ects on social and cultural
practices for ecosystem and
health, ecosystem-based
approaches to self-reliance
and technological innovation
for ecosystem and health will
be presented. The best
research projects will be
selected from it by subject
experts. The selected child sci-
entists will participate in the
National Child Science
Congress held at Science City,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. Child sci-
entists from different states of
India will also participate in
this National Pediatric
Congress.

Ensure govt schemes are implemented effectively: Uikey

Raipur, Nov 30: 31
Probationary Officers of
the State Administrative
Service (year 2020) met
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey  on Wednesday at
Raj Bhavan. Chhattisgarh
Academy of
Administration, Director
General, Mrs. Renu  Pillay
was present on this occa-
sion. Governor Ms. Uikey
wished the officials for
their bright future and
said that they should work
in harmony with all the

local people. She said that
by working with sensitivi-
ty and humane approach
even big problems can be
solved easily. The
Governor said to the
trainee officers that
Chhattisgarh is a tribal
majority state. Many areas

here come under Fifth
Schedule. Try to solve the
problems of tribals along
with common people with
sensitivity. She also asked
the officials of the State
Administrative Service to
study the Revenue
Rules/Acts as well as the

Income Tax Act and the
Forest Rights Act.
Governor said that state
administrative officials
have a big role in ensuring
that the schemes of the
central government and
the state government are
implemented effectively.

The Governor said that it
is very important to create
awareness about the
schemes among the gener-
al public so that they can
get their due benefits. She
also told the trainee offi-
cers to work with honesty
and devotion to duty and
said that the name of their
region, state and country
should be enlightened by
their actions. On this occa-
sion, Director of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Administration Academy
Mr. T.C. Mahawar, Deputy
Secretary to the Governor,
Deepak Kumar Agarwal
and Director of Training
Dr. Vishwasram Meshram
and Sachin Bhatra were
also present.

Four more hospitals of Ch’garh 
get NQAS certification

Raipur, Nov 30: The
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare has
awarded the National
Quality Assurance
Standard Certificate to
four more government
hospitals in Chhattisgarh.
These include two hospi-
tals in Dhamtari district
and one each in Durg and
Raigarh.

The Union Health
Ministry has issued NQAS
certificates to Gedara and
Gadadih Health and
Wellness Center (HWC)
sub-health centers in
Dhamtari district, Aheri
Health and Wellness
Center sub-health centers
in Durg and Rambhata
Urban Primary Health
Center in Raigarh.
Gadadih Sub Health
Center got 94 percent,
Gedra Sub Health Center
and Rambhata Urban
Primary Health Center 90-
90 percent and Aheri Sub
Health Center got 87 per-
cent marks in the evalua-
tion by the Government of

India team on various pa-
rameters of the hospital.

Hospitals are assessed
on 12 parameters for
National Quality
Assurance Standard certi-
fication by a team from the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. For
this, the hospital is as-
sessed on parameters such
as quality of service deliv-
ery, patient satisfaction,
clinical services, inputs,
infection control, support
services, quality manage-
ment and outputs. Only
those hospitals which pass
the evaluation are issued
quality certificates by the
Government of India.

Sai Nagar residents submit
memorandum

Raipur, Nov 30: Sai
Nagar residents became
active after the death of an
Agriculture student and
employee of Krishak
Nagar Post Office in a
painful road accident at
Agrasen intersection re-
cently. Addl. SP Devendra
Kumar Suryavanshi, Vice-
President and Santosh
Sharma, Executive
Member of Shri Sai

Darshan Residential
Committee, Sai
Nagar Jora, together
with Amit Singh,
President of Sai
Nagar Jora, urged to
deploy adequate traf-
fic police force for the
prevention of road
accidents near

Agrasen intersection,
which is happening con-
tinuously.

A memorandum has
been submitted in terms of
public safety, apart from
this, it has been resolved to
provide its significant par-
ticipation to the govern-
ment administration as a
traffic friend. Addl. SP
Traffic has also assured
that arrangements will be
made to provide concrete
road security from
Agrasen Square to
Labhandi and Agriculture
College.

Take necessary technical committee advice
on water supply schemes: Jain

Raipur, Nov 30: A meet-
ing of the Apex
Committee of the State Jal
Swachhata Mission was
held here on Wednesday at
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan under the chair-
manship of Chief
Secretary Mr. Amitabh
Jain. In the meeting, the
physical and financial
progress of the year 2021-
22 and 2022-23 under Jal
Jeevan Mission was re-
viewed in detail.

In the meeting, the offi-
cials of the Public Health
Engineering Department
presented the group water
supply plans and annual
work plan 2022-23 recom-
mended by the State Water

and Sanitation Mission in
various districts of the
state. The Chief Secretary
directed the departmental
officials to take necessary
technical committee ad-
vice on various water sup-
ply schemes under Jal
Jeevan Mission. In the
meeting, officials of the
Department of Public
Health Engineering said
that the Jal Jeevan
Mission’s goal is to pro-
vide functional household

tap connections to all
rural households in the
state by the year 2024.
Officials said that four
lakh 43 thousand 908 tap
connections were installed
in the year 2021-22 under
Jal Jeevan Mission.
Similarly, so far in this fi-
nancial year, about 6 lakh
79 thousand 322 tap con-
nections have been in-
stalled in 19,682 villages of
the state. Similarly, drink-
ing water facility with 6

thousand 600 running
water has been provided
in 43,849 schools, 41,662 an-
ganwadis, two thousand
468 ashram schools, five
thousand 243 health cen-
ters and 6600 gram pan-
chayat buildings were con-
structed. In this financial
year, under Jal Jeevan
Mission, one thousand 543
rupees have been spent for
providing drinking water
facilities. In this meeting
held through video confer-
encing, the director of Jal
Jeevan Mission Mr.
Topeshwar Verma, the
secretary of Public Health
Engineering Department,
Dr. S. Bharatidasan, State
Water Sanitation Mission
along with  other members
of Apex Committee and of-
ficials of Public Health
Engineering Department
were present.

WAPCOS to prepare DPR for 7700 MW hydel project

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 30: The
work of preparing
Detailed Project Report
(DPR) of five pump stor-
age Hydel Electric proj-
ect of 7700 MW will be
done by the central
agency WAPCOS. The
signature on the contract
agreement by Water an
Power Consultancy
Service (WAPCOS) of the
central government and
Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation
Company Limited
(CSPGCL) was signed be-
tween Chairman CG
Power Company Ankit
Anand (IAS) and MD NK
Bijoura with Sr.
Executive Director WAP-
COS Amitabh Tripathi

and CE (CP&BD) Powe
Company HN Kosaria
here on Tuesday.

It is notable here that
CM Bhupesh Baghel has
granted sanction for
Chhattisgarh State Hydel
Project (Pump Storage
Based) Establishment
Policy 2022 in the Cabinet
few days back. In the pro-
gramme organised at
Power Company’s HO in
Sewabhavan in

Dangania, Chairman
Ankit Anand said that it
is in view of future re-
quirement of power, this
technique will prove to
be much better and there
are lot of possibilities in
the field of Green Energy
in Chhattisgarh. MD
Power Company NK
Bijoura said that five
places in the state have
been finalised for Pump
Storage Hydel Project in

the state and this include
Hasdeo Bango Korba,
Sikaser reservoir
Gariyaband for 1200 MW
each; 1400 MW in
Dangari of Jashpur and
2100 MW in Rouni and
1800 MW power genera-
tion in Kotapalli of
Balrampur. Its feasability
report and DPR will be
prepared by WAPCOS.
Chhattisgarh State
Power Generation
Company has been made
a nodal agency for sur-
vey, research, site selec-
tion, identification and
development for estab-
lishing pump storage
hydel projects.

On this occasion ED
Power Company CL
Netam, Alok Singh, MR
Bagde, CE SP Chelkar,
and ACE WAPCOS
Gaurav Kumar, Project
Manager Arun Dev, AE
Neeraj Verma were pres-
ent.

EC should take cognizance on
comment of Baghel on Netam

Raipur, Nov 30: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Wednesday approached
Election Commission to
take action against the
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel over his derogatory
remark against the BJP
nominee Bramhanand
Netam for Bhanupratappur
Legislative Assembly by-
polls.

BJP Spokesperson
Rajesh Munat termed the
comment made by CM
Bhupesh Baghel to be
against the respect of
Constitution. He said that
Baghel had been terming
the BJP candidate
Branhanand Netam as a
Rapist whereas the latter is
just included as one of the
associate in the rape case

but the Court has not given
verdict on the issue. Munat
said that the allegation
have not yet been proofed
and hence, Netam should
not be considered as a
Rapist. BJP spokesperson
said that Election
Commission of India
should take cognizance
over the statement of CM
Baghel on the BJP nominee
Bramhanand Netam and
take action against him.

BJP Spokesperson also
termed the statement of
Baghel to be an act of char-
acter assassination of
Netam fearing possible de-
feat of Congress in by-polls.
Munat further stated that
instead of claiming victory
on development work, if
any, the Congress govern-
ment should convince peo-
ple instead of resorting to
character assassination of
BJP candidate.

Ch’garh Assembly to take
up Reservation Bills today

Raipur, Nov 30:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly will take up the
much-talked Chhattisgarh
Public Service (Scheduled
Caste, Scheduled Tribe
and Other Backward
Community Reservation)
Amendment Bill 2020 and
Chhattisgarh Educational
Institutes (Reservation in
Admissions) Amendment
Bill 2022 for discussion on
Thursday during the two-
day Special Session being
organized to restore the
reservations for the com-
munity after the High
Court verdict on the issue.

According to the infor-
mation received, the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
would be presenting both
the Amendment Bills on

Thursday afternoon.
Prior to it, the Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
who also holds the finance
portfolio, would table the
second Supplementary
Budget for the fiscal 2022-
23 in Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly.

Officials in Assembly
Secretariat informed that
the two-day session
would begin with
Obituary References to
pay condolence to former

Deputy Speaker of
Assembly Manoj
Mandavi and former
MLA Deepak Patel who
lost their lives recently.

With just few days re-
maining for the polling to
ST reserved
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Legislative Assembly by-
polls, the principal oppo-
sition Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) would grill
the Treasury bench to
create atmosphere

against the Congress gov-
ernment. It is notable
that the BJP had been
holding the present
Congress regime for un-
favourable verdict in
Chhattisgarh High Court
on the ST, ST reserva-
tions. Ruling Congress
would try to restore the
reservations for them in
the Government Services
and Admissions in
Educational Institute
through the Amendment
Bill. It is understood that
the ST reservation would
be restored to 32% where-
as the SC reservation
would be 13%. Similarly,
a 4% reservation for
Unreserved Category too
is on cards for the
Economically Weaker
Section of Society (EWS).
Cabinet has already
cleared the above propos-
als in the Amendment
Bill recently during the
meeting.
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Selected child scien-
tists  to participate in
National Child Science
Congress

Governor met  proba-
tionary officers of the
State Administrative
Service

Union Health Ministry
issued NQAS certificate
to two govt hospitals in
Dhamtari district and
one each in Durg and
Raigarh

Apex Committee meeting
of the State Jal Swachhata
Mission held

Demanding posting of
adequate taffic police
at Agrasen Chowk

For five pump storage
Hydel Electric Project

BJP Spokesperson
writes letter for action

Govt to introduce 2nd
Supplementary Budget
for current fiscal

Raipur, Nov 30:
Chhattisgarh Yoga
Commission (CYC)
Chairman  Gyanesh
Sharma attended the clos-
ing ceremony of the two-
day National Astrology
Conference 2022 held at
Vrindavan Hall, Raipur
on Tuesday as the chief
guest. Astrologers from
all over the country par-
ticipated in the ceremony.
Prominent in the ceremo-
ny were Dr.
Indubhavanand Ji
Maharaj, Head Acharya

Shri Shankaracharya
Ashram Raipur, Dinesh
Sharma, Secretary
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Raipur,
Dhanvendra Jaiswal,
I n f o r m a t i o n
C o m m i s s i o n e r
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government, Rakesh
Tiwari, Professor Durga
College, Ajit Patel,
Officer, Housing Board,
Dr. Anil Tiwari amd dig-
nitaries including as-
trologers and organisers
were present.

Chairman CYC participated in
National Astrology Conference

Cobra soldier martyred in encounter

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Nov 30: An en-
counter took place be-
tween security forces
and Naxalites in Sukma
district on Tuesday
evening and in this en-
counter a security force
soldier has been mar-
tyred. According to the
information, on
Tuesday evening of Nov
29, between 4:30 and 5:00
pm, the security forces
personnel went on a

search in the new police
camp Dabbakonta and
Pentapad forest, estab-
lished in Chintagufa po-
lice station area of
Konta block in Sukma
district.

Meanwhile, seeing the
jawans coming towards
the Naxalites in the jun-
gle, the Naxalites
opened firing on them.
While handling the
front, the jawans also re-
taliated against the
Maoists.

Seeing the heavy ca-
sualties in the intermit-
tent firing, the
Naxalites took advan-
tage of the dense forests
and ran away.

But one of the securi-
ty force jawan’s was in-
jured in this encounter.
The injured jawan was
sent to CRPF Field
Hospital for treatment.

While undergoing treat-
ment, Head Constable
Suleman of CRPF
Cobra 202 Battalion, res-
ident of District-
Palakkad, Kerala got
martyred.

After paying homage
to the martyr jawan, he
will be sent to his home
town. Sukma S.P. Sunil
Sharma told that the
jawans have claimed
that 3-4 Naxalites were
killed in this incident.
Along with this, rapid
searching is being done
by the jawans sent for
re-information in the
area around the inci-
dent site.

Physiotherapy and dentistry camp by Raipur Sarafa Association

Raipur, Nov 30: A four-
day camp on
Physiotherapy and
Dentistry was inaugurat-
ed on  November 29th,
Tuesday which will con-
tinue till December 2nd by
Raipur Sarafa Association
at Surana Bhawan,
Chotapara, Raipur. In the
camp, treatment for knee
problems, cervical,
spondylitis, frozen shoul-
der, back/neck/heel pain
and tennis elbow through
physiotherapy was provid-
ed by Dr. Kailash Kumar
and Dr. MA Chainam from
Udaipur Rajasthan. Also,
information about dental
problems and treatment of
diseases were being pro-

vided at “Sita Dental
Express” (Chhattisgarh’s
first mobile dental ambu-
lance) run by Dr. Jitendra
Saraf and Dr. Mrs. Priya
Saraf.

In this event of Raipur
Sarafa Association on
Tuesday special guest,
Chhattisgarh Chamber of
Commerce, State
President, Amar Parwani
Chamber of Commerce
State media-incharge
Kailash Khemani,
Chhattisgarh CAIT, State
Working President,
Parmanand Jain, State

Secretary Surendra Singh
along with Raipur Sarafa
Patron Mr. Dharam
Bhansali, Trilok Bardia,
Chief Advisor Mangelal
Maloo, Pawan Agarwal,
Uttam Golchha, Narendra
Duggad, Mahaveer Burad,
Bharat Jain, Sunil
Parakh, Sanjay Kanuga,
Mahaveer Maloo,
President Suresh
Bhansali, and Secretary
Deepchand Kotadiya were
present. With the tireless
efforts of Vice President
Harish Daga, Joint
Secretary Praveen Maloo,

Executive Member
Rajendra Sethia, Saurabh
Kothari, Vikas Kanuga
and all patrons, office
bearers and executive
members, the health camp
is being organised in
which Kanhaiya Agarwal
ward corporator, repre-
sentative Manoj Kandoi
was present. About 75 pa-
tients benefited and about
400 patients were  regis-
tered. Special support of
Sri Sadhumargi Jain
Sangh, President, Udayraj
Parakh, Santosh Khatod
and Smita Singh of
Shakuntala Foundation
and Preeti Mishra of
Pratyusha Foundation
have also extended their
support to make the event
successful. The said infor-
mation was provided by
Jitendra Golchha,
Treasurer of Raipur
Sarafa Association.

Lions Club Bemetara organizes health camp
Bemetara, Nov 30: A
health camp was organ-
ized by the Lions Club
Bemetara City in collabo-
ration with the Health
Department Bemetara on
Monday, Nov 28 at
Bemetara near the old bus
stand, near Hanuman
Mandir. In this camp,
blood sugar, blood pres-
sure, Hemoglobin and
Sickling tests were done
for 104 people. Along with
this, proper medical coun-
seling and medicines were
also distributed to all the
people.

Dr. Vinay Tamarkar, sec-

retary of Bemetara Club,
also told about the benefits
of prevention and early de-
tection of blood sugar and
blood pressure. All people
above forty years should
keep checking blood pres-
sure and blood sugar
every year. Blood sugar
and blood pressure cannot
be known without check-

ing. By the time the symp-
toms of blood sugar and
blood pressure appear, it is
too late.

Lions Club Bemetara
City President Surendra
Chhabra, Club Secretary
Dr. Vinay Tamarkar, Club
Treasurer Shatruhan
Sahu, Vice President
Tarachand Maheshwari

were present in this camp.
Rashmi Tamarkar,
Lalchand Motwani,
Dinesh Patel, Prakash
Sheetlani, Deepak Hirani,
Lunkaran Gandhi,
Poshan Singh Thakur,
Lalchand Santwani,
Ghasiram Verma, Dr.
Satish Sharma, Dr. Tanya
Madhyani, health workers
of the district hospital
were present. In the
month of December, an-
other health camp will be
organized by Lions Club
Bemetara City in Ram
Mandir premises, mem-
bers informed

Gajraj Pagaria felicitated by Film Star Govinda 

Raipur, Nov 30: Gajraj
Pagariya, Chancellor of
MATS University, Raipur
was felicitated for his re-
markable contribution in
the field of higher educa-
tion and social service at
Super Indians Rajasthan
Chapter organised by
First India News
Rajasthan and Bharat 24
news channel in Udaipur,
Rajasthan. Cine actor
Govinda was present as
the chief guest in this pro-
gram. In this program,
Govinda discussed with
super stars of various
fields including Mr. Gajraj
Pagariya and appreciated
their efforts.

Chancellor Mr. Gajraj
Pagariya discussed the
topic ‘Foundation of New
India’ as a subject expert

in the panel discussion.
Other subject experts in-
cluding Govinda appreci-
ated the suggestions given
by Mr. Pagariya for devel-
opment in higher educa-
tion and other areas. The
event was organized at
Star Hotel Anant, Udaipur,
Rajasthan

Mr. Gajraj Pagariya was
felicitated with a memen-
to in this program organ-
ised on November 27 at
Five Star Hotel, Udaipur,

Rajasthan. Cine star
Govinda held panel dis-
cussions in three different
sessions with experts
from various fields and
shared valuable insights.

Mr. Gajraj Pagariya in-
formed about the
Chancellor’s Scholarship
and other facilities given
annually to the poor stu-
dents by MATS University
for higher education and
the achievements of the
University, which was ap-

preciated by all the subject
experts. Mr. Gajraj
Pagariya said that MATS
University is providing
immense career opportu-
nities to the students of
Chhattisgarh along with
education with the aim of
the all-round development
of the students. The
National Assessment and
Accreditation Council
(NAAC) of the
Government of India
awarded B++ grade to
MATS University  and it is
the first private university
in the state to get this
grade. Rajasthan
Assembly Speaker Dr. CP
Joshi, Channel Head Dr.
Jagdish Chandra,
Rajasthan Foundation
Commissioner Dheeraj
Srivastava, former Mewar
royal family member
Lakshyaraj Singh Mewar
and other dignitaries were
present in the pro-
gramme.

Seminar on Intellectual Property Rights and Plagiarism

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 30: One day
seminar on Intellectual
Property Rights and
Plagiarism was organised
on Wednesday at Basic
Science Centre, Pt RSU
here. Vice Chancellor Prof
Kesharilal Verma was the
chief guest and inaugurat-
ed the seminar. The main
speaker was Dr Amit

Dubey of Chhattisgarh
Council of Science and
Technology who spoke on
‘Intellectual Property
Rights and State Council
Role in its Adressal’. He
explained about patent fil-
ing and its benefit. Dr
Suparn Sengupta spoke
on ‘Knowing, Detecting
and Plagiarism- How and
Why’. The students were
made aware about
Plagiarism and its disad-
vantages.

At the onset welcome

speech was delivered by
Basic Science Centre
Director Prof Kallol
Kumar Ghosh while Dr
Bhanushree Gupta was
the coordinator of this
seminar. A total of 137 per-
sons registered for this
seminar which includes
faculty and students from
Disha Law College,
Rungta College of
Pharmaceutical Science
and Research and
Government Science
College.

Five students of CGS to participate 
in Yoga World cup

Raipur, Nov 30: The
Yoga World Cup 2022 is to
held at Bengaluru from
Dec 2- 4, 2022 at in Swami
Vivekananda Yoga
Anusandhan Sansthan by
International Yoga Sports
Federation.

In this world cup five
students of Columbia
Global School (CGS) viz.
Rudra Singh Thakur and
Yashika Verma from
grade V, Soumya Verma
from grade VI and
Muskan Verma along

with Sakshi Verma from
grade X are going to par-
ticipate and it is a matter
of sheer pride. The selec-
tion of these students in
the World Cup was based
on the performance in na-
tional competitions.

In this World Cup the
participants from twenty
nations which includes
America, Canada,
Mexico, Argentina,
Ireland, Belgium, France,
Sweden,Check Republic,
Italy, Ivory Coast, Iran,
China, Mangolia,
Australia and other par-
ticipants from Indian
Republic shall be partici-

pating.
The Minister for

Information &
Broadcasting, Youth
Affairs as well as Sports
Anurag Singh Thakur
along with the Chief
Minister of Karnataka
Basawraj Bommai shall
be present during inaugu-
ral function of this world
cup.

The team of Columbia
Global School along with
Namesh Kumar Sahu
who has been appointed
as Assistant Coach of
Indian Team have depart-
ed on Nov 29 for
Bengaluru.

Kishore Jadwani,
Chairman as well as
Secretary Harjeet Singh
Hura along with the
Director, Columbia
Global School Ravinder
Singh Hura hailed the
success of entire Yoga
Team under the coaching
of Namesh Kumar Sahu.
The Principal Ivon Smith
also congratulated the
success and wished them
a best of luck 

Wonderfully insightful Youth
Parliament held at DPS Raipur

Raipur, Nov 30: In order
to amplify democratic
ethos in the future citi-
zens, ‘Youth Parliament’
or ‘Model Parliament’
was organized on 26th
November, the
‘Constitution Day’ in the
precincts of DPS, Raipur
by students of class IX.

Under the able guid-
ance of the faculties of
Social Studies depart-
ment, about 40 students
participated to emulate
and understand the work-
ing of our parliamentary
institutions, showcase
and enhance their knowl-
edge by debating on vari-
ous issues, develop
healthy habits of disci-
pline during discussions,
develop tolerance to-
wards the views of others
before adopting resolu-
tions for governance.

The session occurred in
strategic phases where
the first phase was the se-
lection phase. Through a
debate session, the young
parliamentarians were
selected. Later they were
trained through various
debates, discussions and
by watching various pro-
cedures of formation of
government, legislation

and sessions in parlia-
ment. The second session
was conduction of the
youth parliament which
was a representation of
the protocol that takes
place during the Lok
Sabha session.

Presided over by the
‘Speaker’ a wonderfully
insightful Parliament was
held. Apparently, the stu-
dents endorsed various
proceedings of the
Parliament from the de-
tails of the seating
arrangement of the
house to various points
regarding business-like
oath taking, obituary ref-
erence, introduction of
new minister, code of con-
duct, welcome of foreign
delegates, question hour,
zero hour, no confidence
motion, bill reading and
all the other procedures
that usually take place in
the ‘Houses’. Honourable
Prime Minister, Home
Minister, Finance
Minister, Agricultural
Minister, Deputy Speaker
and other council of
Ministers in their ethnic
dress code along with the
representatives of the op-
position parties debated
each bill at length. It was

passed to the satisfaction
of the Houses without
further ado which proved
to be a feast for the eyes
and ears of those assem-
bled to witness the ses-
sion.

During the question
hour session, many im-
portant issues on EWS,
Agnivir, Blue Economy,
EShram, Pollution in
Delhi etc. were raised and
discussed.

The partake of the con-
scientious students was
highly commended by the
Principal, Raghunath
Mukherjee. He advised
the students to abide by
the principles of the
Constitution and also fol-
low the democratic fervor
of the country to build a
temperament of overall
prosperity at a steady
pace. Lauding the partici-
pants’ awareness, the sen-
ior members of the man-
agement committee also
accorded their faith on
the fact that many stu-
dents, based upon their
enthusiasm and eye for
improvement in various
sectors of the country,
will certainly reach and
justify their parliamen-
tarian position in future.

Research and innovation will get
momentum in CU: Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Nov 30: Vice-
Chancellor of Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal called
on Dr. Sachchidanand
Joshi, Member Secretary,
Indira Gandhi National
Center for the Arts, New
Delhi. During the meeting
held on November 30, 2022,
an MoU was signed be-
tween the two institutions.
Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi,
Member Secretary, Indira
Gandhi National Center
for the Arts, New Delhi,
honored Vice-Chancellor,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal by presenting
him with a shawl.

On this occasion, Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that through this MoU,
teachers and researchers

of both the institutions
will be able to work togeth-
er on research, innovation
and patents. It is our con-
stant endeavor to develop
the Central University as
the center of the academic
world by associating with

national and international
level institutions.

Under the MoU signed
between the Central
University and Indira
Gandhi National Center
for Arts, New Delhi, na-
tional and international

seminars, workshops and
academic meetings will be
organized jointly. This ex-
change between the two
institutions will also be re-
lated to knowledge-based
information, various
areas of research, and re-
sults obtained after techni-
cal analysis during re-
search and experiments.

Pro. Chakrawal said
that after this agreement,
both the institutes will
jointly develop short-term
academic and training
based programs through
which teachers and young
students can get training
as per the needs of indus-
tries and prepare them-
selves keeping in mind the
current requirements.
This is in line with the
National Education
Policy-2020, emphasis has
been laid on preparing
well-rounded graduates
with employable educa-
tion who will prove capa-
ble of creating jobs

through entrepreneur-
ship.

Dr. Joshi appreciated
the positive and spirited
efforts being made by
Guru Ghasidas Central
University under the lead-
ership of Professor
Chakrawal for the success-
ful implementation of the
National Education Policy
2020. He also praised the
novel enterprise of the
Central University,
Swavalambi Chhattisgarh,
adopted for making the
youth self-reliant on the
basis of entrepreneurship
development, skill devel-
opment and value-based
education and the web por-
tal. Dr Joshi extended co-
operation and best wishes
for the international semi-
nar to be held at the
Central University in
February 2023 on the sub-
ject of multifaceted histor-
ical and cultural contact
between India and South-
East Asia.
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Between the security
forces and the
Naxalites 

In association with Sita
Memorial Multispecialty
Dental Clinic.

During a panel discus-
sion on ‘Foundation of
New India’

MoU between CU and
IGNCA New Delhi

At Pt. RSU   

To be held at Bengaluru
from Dec 2-4

Bemetara, Nov 30: Under
the leadership of Sikh
community Bemetara
Hardeep Singh Chhabra
(Raja) Amritsar Darbar
Sahib, 120 devotees re-
turned after visiting 24
Gurdwara Sahib in
Punjab, in which mainly
social worker Hardeep
Singh Chhabra was wel-
comed by Guru Singh
Sabha. On this occasion.
President Pritpal Singh
Chhabra, Kamaljit Singh
Dutta, Pritam Hua, Sohan
Saluja Dilip Saluja social
worker Surendra Chhabra

ji congratulated Raja
Chhabra Shelly Chhabra
were present and wel-
comed the Sangat on the
occasion singing of reli-
gious songs and bursting
of firecrackers with great
enthusiasm.

120 devotees on return from Amritsar welcomed
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Nandini-Ahiwara, Nov 30:
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) Ahiwara
Mandal activists staged a
sit-in protest in front of
Ahiwara Tehsil on
Tuesday against the in-
crease in electricity bill
under statewide public
awareness campaign.

At the time of gherao,
Yuva Morcha workers
broke the barricades and
entered inside while fight-
ing with the police, which
led to former MLA
Rajmahant Sanwala Ram

Dahare getting minor 
injuries.

On this occasion, former
MLA Rajmahant Sawla
Ram Dahre, District
General Secretary BJP and
Municipal President
Natwar Tamarkar, Ravi
Shankar Singh, Narendra
Yadav, Chanchal Bafna,
Laxman Kshatriya, Liman
Sahu, Amita Banjare,
Ashwani Tandon, KK
Khelwar, Durgesh Gupta
and other workers were
present. Addressing the
workers Former MLA
Ahiwara Rajmahant
Sanwalaram Dahre said

that this movement is not
going to be suppressed and
at the same time, remind-
ing the Congress govern-
ment of their promises, he
said there was a promise of
electricity bill to be half,
and now the bill for single
light connection is coming
at Rs 1800, he said. BJP
District General Secretary
Natwar Tamarkar, BJP
State Working Committee
member Ravi Shankar
Singh, District Co-
Treasurer Chanchal Bafna
also addressed the workers
and condemned the surge
in the electricity bill.

100 bags of illegally
stored paddy seized

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Nov 30: Under
the guidance of District
Collector Vinay Kumar
Langeh, the work of pur-
chasing paddy on the sup-
port price in the district is
being conducted smoothly
here in the district.

Till November 29,
65,563.20 quintals of paddy
has been sold by 1,709
farmers in 20 procurement
centers of the district and
as per the instructions of
the Collector, the lifting of
paddy procured from the
paddy procurement cen-
ters is also going on.

The entire system is
being closely monitored so
that farmers do not face
any kind of problem in
selling paddy and suffi-
cient quantity of gunny
bags are available in all

the procurement centres.
And as part of the close
monitoring, 6 bags of old
paddy was returned in
Podi, 100 bags of illegally
stored paddy were seized
from grocery store, on the
instructions of the
Collector.

Continuous inspection
is also being done by the
nodal officers appointed
for investigation and ac-
tion is also being taken on

non-standard paddy and
according to the informa-
tion received, last Friday,
under the leadership of
Tehsildar Baikunthpur
Manharan Singh Rathia,
the grocery shops under
Tehsil were investigated,
in which 100 sacks of ille-
gal paddy storage were
found from the grocery
store of Sunil Kumar
Rajwada during investiga-
tion in village Amapara.
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Mungeli, Nov 30: Trade
fair is to commence in the
district from December
eight, and for which a
meeting was organized by
the Stars of Tomorrow
Welfare Society Mungeli
at Hotel Puneet.

In this event, along with
education, health, agricul-
ture, automobile, small
and cottage industries, an
action plan was also pre-
pared for setting up maxi-
mum stalls of various
schemes run by the gov-
ernment, so that the com-
mon people can get maxi-
mum benefits.

On this occasion, the or-
ganization's secretary and

stall in-charge Vinod
Yadav emphasized that
this time our effort will be
to encourage local traders
to set up more and more
stalls, so that business can
expand in
Mungeli.Organization's
convener Rampal Singh
inspired all the members
and said that the organiza-
tion has been successfully
organizing the trade fair
for the last 6 years and it is
the responsibility of all of
us to increase the
grandeur of this event fur-
ther.

At the end of the meet-
ing, Chairman Mahavir
Singh said that this time
we all need to work harder
because this event is being

organized after two years
due to the Covid period.

During the meeting,
also a team was formed
for various activities like
cultural programs, stall
booking, publicity, media
in-charge, government
stalls, guest hospitality,
food arrangements, for the
successful organization of
the fair.

On this occasion, orga-
nization's convenor
Rampal Singh, co-coordi-
nator Ramsharan Yadav,
president Mahavir Singh,
secretary Vinod Yadav,
treasurer Dhanraj
Parihar, Dinesh Goyal,
Satpal Makkar, Gokhlesh
Singh, and others were
present.
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Mandir Hasoud, Nov 30:
It was  under leadership of
the State President of Sarv
Samaj Yuwa (SSY)
Ashwini Bablu Trivendra,
a foot-march was taken out
from Sejbahar in Raipur to
Giroudpuri dhaam on Nov
26. It was after prayers at
Sejbahar, the foot-march
left for Giroudhpuri via
Raipur, to Dunda,
Devpuri, Gurudwara,
Amlidih, Lodhipara
Chowk, Mowa, Saddu,
Shanti Sarovar, Kachana
and reached Baradera
dhaam. Here the pedestri-
ans on foot-march carry-
ing the flag were accorded
warm welcome.

The pedestrian offered

prayers at Guru Amardas
Gurudwara and took
blessing and on the second
day left for Giroudhpuri

dhaam. In this foot-march,
both the youth and public
representatives also took
part and this included

Pankaj Sharma, Anita
Sharma MLA Dharshiwa,
Narayan Kurre President
Krishi Upaj Mandi, Papu

Rajendra Banjare NRDA
Director, and other public
reps and youths from Sarv
Yuwa Samaj. The mem-

bers of foot-march are
being welcomed at various
places and many a groups
are also taking part. The
Yatra is promoting 'Satnam
Sandesh', progress of Sarv
Samaj and its develop-
ment; de-addiction and
other such messages for
the society and it will reach
upto 'Giroudhpuri dhaam'
and return from there after
prayers on Dec 1.

The members in foot-
march were welcomed by
social worker from
Baradera Dhaam viz.
Santosh Kosaria, Vinod
Yadav Semaria, Ved
Prakash Ratre, Khanesh
Kosaria, Lokesh Sinha,
Semaria, Deepak Kosaria,
Subhash Diwakar, Raju
Sahu and others.

New teacher appointed
in Middle School
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Dongargarh, Nov 30:
Taking into cognizance
the complaint about the
vacant posts in Middle
School Purena, BEO made
appointment of a teacher
immediately. A news about
the shortage of teacher
was published with promi-
nence.

Recently Yuwa
Sarpanch of Gram Purena
Tarachand Netam
through a written letter

had apprised the BEO
about the shortage of
teachers in Middle School.
So taking the same seri-
ously, BEO Fattelal
Kosaria issued an order
appointment Manisha
Sori, teaching in Primary
School Kesali as teacher in
Middle School Purena.

It was in view of active-
ness by Sankul in-charge
Manoj Verma, that the
teacher was brought for
studies, so that there is no
hindrance in studying of
students in the school.
There is lot of enthusiasm
among the Sarpanch and
students of the school on
appointment of new
teacher.

Residents of ward 
No. 2-3 facing water crisis
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Mudhipar, Nov 30:
In ward No. 2-3 of
Gram Parsahi of
Khairagarh block,
the boring is not
functional and due
to which the ward
residents are facing
drinking water
problem. The bore
running through
solar energy is not
functional and caus-
ing problems to
ward residents.

Ward resident
Bala Ram Sahu had
to go to house
Laduram Sahu's
house to fetch
drinking water. The
women and men of
the village have ap-
prised Sarpanch
Ram Sahu about the
water crisis, but he
is not taking it seri-
ously and only cites
shortage of labour

as reason behind it getting
delayed. The villagers from

Ward No. 2 charged that
even there is no develop-

ment work in the
ward. Dilip Sahu,
Pitamber Sahu,
Bharat Sahu,
Ramdin Sahu,
Nirmalram Sahu,
Gaindu Sahu,
Ramotin bai, Sohada
Bai, Bna Bai,
Yashoda Bai and oth-
ers have urged the
Sarpanch to get the
borewell repaired at
the earliest.

Complaint in this
regard will be made
to Janpad Panchayat
K h a i r a g a r h .
Sarpanch rep
Yudhisthir Sahu in-
formed he got the in-
formation about
mal-function of
borewell from the
villagers and in case
if they are facing
any other problem,
they should inform
him without fail.

BJP’s by-poll candidate skip’
J’khand Police’ summons 

Central Chronicle News

Kanker, Nov  30: The
Bharatiya Janata Party's
candidate for the December
5 Bhanupratappur
Assembly by-poll in
Chhattisgarh on Tuesday
skipped the Jharkhand po-
lice's summons in connec-
tion with a rape case lodged
in the neighbouring state.

The election agent of the
candidate, Brahmanand
Netam, said he has submit-
ted a reply to the
Jharkhand Police on the
leader's behalf stating
Netam is busy with elec-
tioneering. The three other
accused in the case, also
residents of Kanker in
Chhattisgarh, failed to ap-
pear before the Jharkhand
Police, an official said.

Former BJP MLA
Brahmanand Netam and
three others were named as
accused in a case lodged on
May 15, 2019, at Telco police
station in Jamshedpur in
connection with a 15-year-
old girl allegedly being
pushed into the flesh trade
and raped by several per-
sons, officials said.

A police team from Telco
police station reached
Kanker on Monday and
contacted local police to
trace the whereabouts of
Netam and three others, a
senior Chhattisgarh Police
official said.

The Jharkhand police
personnel accompanied by
local police were seen out-
side the houses of all the
four accused and serving
notices seeking their ap-
pearance at 10 am on
Tuesday.

Subsequently, a group of

BJP leaders led by MLA
Saurabh Singh and election
agent of Netam, Nand
Kumar Ojha, reached
Kanker Kotwali police sta-
tion this afternoon and met
the Jharkhand Police team.

Ojha said Jharkhand
Police had handed over a
notice to Netam's son this
morning at his house in
Charama area and he has
submitted its reply to
them. Ojha said he told the
police team that Netam
was busy in campaigning
for the bypoll.

"I told Jharkhand Police
that Netam is yet to receive
the notice as he is busy
campaigning. It will be
more convenient if they
serve a notice or take any
action after December 8
(the day when the counting
of votes for the bypoll will
be held).

"We will cooperate with

them in the future. We have
submitted a reply to the no-
tice in writing as well as
verbally which they have
accepted," Ojha said.
According to police, three
other accused in the case
also failed to appear before
the visiting police team.

Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) from
Jharkhand, Sumit Kumar,
said the police arrived in
Kanker to investigate the
2019 case and raids are
being conducted (in
Kanker district) to arrest
some accused.

The FIR was registered
under sections 366 A (procu-
ration of minor girl), 376
(rape), 376 AB (rape on a
woman under twelve years
of age) and other relevant
sections of the Indian Penal
Code, the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act, and

The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act.

Meanwhile, Netam was
seen campaigning for the
bypoll in the
Bhanupratappur area dur-
ing the day. The ruling
Congress on November 20
raised the issue and shared
the case details triggering a
political storm.

The opposition BJP had
responded by alleging a con-
spiracy by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in collu-
sion with the Hemant
Soren-led government in
Jharkhand to malign
Netam's image, fearing de-
feat in the byelection.

The bypoll for
Bhanupratappur seat (re-
served for ST candidates)
was necessitated due to the
death of Congress MLA and
Chhattisgarh Assembly's
Deputy Speaker Manoj
Singh Mandavi last month.
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p Earlier work of 4
teachers was
taken from 2

p From a grocery store

p In rape case

Satnam Sandesh ‘padytra’ welcomed in Baradera

Restore facility 
of ‘Swachchata
Commandos’

NNaannddiinnii--  AAhhiirrwwaarraa,,  NNoovv  3300::  Ahirwara
Nagar Palika President Natwar
Tamrakar through a letter to the
Minister for Urban Admn. and
Development Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia
has urged  him to restore 'Sawchchata
Commandos'. In the letter he has
mentioned that sanction for appoit-
ment of 15 'Swachchata Commando'
was made few years back and due to
which the sanitation and cleanliness
in city was going on smoothly. But last
since September month, Sawchchata
Commandos have been removed from
this work and it has put the cleanli-
ness work on standstill. So Tamrakar
has urged the Minister to re-start the
system once again, so as to resume
proper cleanliness.

p To ensure proper cleanliness

Natwar Tamrakar

Collector holds meeting of
NGT Task Force Samiti

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Nov 30:
Under chairmanship of
Collector Nilesh Kumar
Kshirsagar, meeting of
District Trask Force
Samiti of NGT was held
in the meeting room of
Collectorate here on
Tuesday.

Collector asked the of-
ficers of respective de-
partments to strictly fol-
low and adhere to orders
of NGT and asked them
to be responsible to-
wards their responsibili-
ties for their department
and delegate work like-
wise.

He gave instructions to
the officers to ensure re-
moval of solid-waste

management; lifting of
door-to-door waste and
its collection; dumping
work. On this occasion
solid waste management
and parameter indicator
was also reviewed.

In context of
Swachchata, the work
done by the urban units
was also reviewed.
Meeting was attended by

CHMO Dr RS Banjare,
Upper Collector OP
Kosaria, Durgesh Kumar
Verma, SDM Umesh
Sahu, Nagar Palika offi-
cer of distrit Ashish
Tiwari, Sachiv DLSA
Damodar Prasad
Chandra were present.

Collector Krshirsagar
asked to fine penalty
against those spreading

waste and making city
dirty. He also spoke
about bringing the waste
from nearby urban bod-
ies and lifting of the old
waste lying dumped in
the region and its expan-
sion upto Dumping yard.
He asked to follow all
rules of NGT and ensure
rain-water harvesting
without fail.

Trade fair to commence
from December Eight

Activists of BJYM Ahiwara
Mandal stage sit-in protest 

Full Scale Joint Disaster
Management  exercise
by Sambalpur Division 

Sambalpur, Nov 30: East
Coast Railway, Sambalpur
Division organized a  Full
Scale Joint Disaster
Management  Exercise  at
Kantabanji Railway Station
on 30th November-2022. In
the exercise National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), Munduli, Odisha
Disaster Rapid Action
Force(ODRAF), Local
Administration, State Fire
service, State health serv-
ice, Railway Scouts &
Guide, Local NGOs and all
departments of Railway
were participated. The exer-
cise was conducted using
modern equipment's like
cutting of Rail coach body,
firefighting  and quick med-
ical evacuation. Divisional
Railway Manager,
Sambalpur, Vineet Singh
visited the site and interact-
ed with all  the participants.
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Hit by low occupancy, Bharat
Gaurav train fares to be slashed

New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

The fares of the Bharat
Gaurav trains are likely to
be slashed by 20-30 per cent
after low occupancy forced
the IRCTC to cancel at least
two of its special tour pack-
ages, sources said here. A
final decision is yet to be
taken.

The Railways’ nod to the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) to reduce fares of
the special train comes
barely a year after the serv-
ice was launched.

So far, the transporter
has managed to operate just
one service of the train on
the Ramayana circuit. The
AC-3 tier fare for an 18-day
tour in the Bharat Gaurav
tourist train is Rs 62,000.

While the train was
launched to give a “concert-
ed thrust to efforts for pro-
motion of domestic

tourism through provision
of better quality coaches
and viable tour packages”,
the sources said, the high
fares pushed it as a “luxury
brand” for a certain section
of people.

They indicated that while
a final decision on the rate
cut was yet to be taken, the
low occupancy of the train
has been blamed on its high
ticket fares as well as the
discomfort of the 15-year-
old ICF coaches provided
for the service.

“Approval has been given
to make the fares of sleeper
and AC-3 classes cheaper.
IRCTC will take a final deci-
sion on this soon. It will be
cheaper by at least 20-30 per
cent. After this, the tour op-
erator will announce it,” a
source said.

“The problem is that the
fares are too high for an av-
erage middle-class traveller.
Also, they were used to
availing the Bharat
Darshan trains which were
much cheaper,” the source

added.
Till now, the Railways

has cancelled two planned
services — the Bharat
Gaurav Special Shri
Jagannath Yatra Rail Tour,
which was to commence on
November 8, and the second
Ramayana Circuit Bharat
Gaurav train — due to lack
of occupancy.

Officials said the IRCTC
has written multiple letters
to the Railway Board, high-
lighting the issues with the
Bharat Gaurav trains and
even the loss in revenue for
the operator due to low oc-
cupancy. It had maintained
that the price of the tickets
were too high. The Railway
Board, it seems, has finally
acquiesced. In a circular is-
sued last week, it gave ap-
proval to use only LHB
coaches for the service,
which means that pilgrims
will have sleeper and AC3
coaches with comfortable
berths, better lighting, mo-
bile charging points, and
other facilities.

Maha-K’taka Boundary Dispute

Belagavi (Karnataka), Nov 30 (PTI): 

With a raging border dis-
pute between Karnataka
and neighbouring
Maharashtra, and the mat-
ter set to come up before the
Supreme Court, police have
tightened security in the
border district.

Police officials said they
have installed 21 checkposts
in Belagavi district includ-
ing the city, and also addi-
tional Karnataka State
Reserve Police (KSRP)
forces have been deployed.

“We have decided to take
measures to see to it that no
untoward incident takes
place, with a case coming up
in the Supreme Court and
also to see to it that inci-
dents that happened last
week don’t repeat,” ADGP
(Law and Order) Alok
Kumar has said.

With an intention to

maintain peace in the bor-
der areas, Karnataka and
the Maharashtra police on
Tuesday held a meeting at
Nippani.

In the meeting, they have
decided to act tough against
elements trying to disrupt
peace and harmony and
cause damage to public
properties.

This comes in the wake of
some incidents like causing
damage or blackening of
buses and vehicles on both
sides over the border dis-
pute. The police also said
that they are taking all pre-
cautionary measures, in the
wake of the possible visit by
Maharashtra Ministers
Chandrakant Patil and
Shambhuraj Desai to
Belagavi on December 3 to
meet the functionaries of
Maharashtra Ekikaran
Samiti (MES) (pro
Maharashtra outfit), active

here. A senior official said,
the state police won’t block
any private visits of leaders
from Maharashtra, but will
act if there are any at-
tempts to disrupt peace. All
the precautionary meas-
ures have and will continue
to be taken in the wake of
the court case, possible visit
of the Maharashtra
Ministers and the upcom-
ing Assembly session here
in Belagavi from December
19.

The border dispute dates
back to the 1960s after the
reorganisation of states on
linguistic lines.Maharashtra
laid claim to Belagavi which
was part of the erstwhile
Bombay Presidency as it has
a sizable Marathi-speaking
population. It also laid claim
to a number of Marathi-
speaking villages which are
currently part of
Karnataka.

Mamata promises to address water woes, connectivity issues 

Hasnabad, Nov 30 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Wednesday
promised to address water
woes and connectivity
problems in North 24
Parganas, and said a mas-
ter plan to develop the
Sundarbans region would
soon be drafted and sent to
Niti Aayog for its consider-
ation.

The CM, who visited
Taki College during the
day, said its second cam-
pus would shortly come up
in the district.

People in Hasnabad
were heard complaining
of drinking water woes to
the CM, who is in the dis-
trict on a three-day visit.

Banerjee immediately
directed additional dis-
trict magistrate (ADM)
Preeti Goyal to facilitate

the supply of drinking
water to all homes in the
area.

“I’ve heard about your
water-related problems.
We are working on it. By
2024, we will connect all
households with tap
water. I’ll ask ADM Preeti
Goyal, who will be in

charge of Sundarbans, to
work with Public Health
Engineering department
and start supplying water
within seven days,” she
told the villagers of
Khapukur.

She also said that dam-
aged roads would be re-
built in the area.

Banerjee had on
Tuesday assured people of
the region of improving
infrastructure, with her
government all set to cre-
ate Sundarbans as a dis-
trict “soon”.

Earlier in the day, the
CM interacted with chil-
dren at a primary school
here, and distributed
chocolates and soft toys
among them.

The CM also handed
over winter garments and
sarees to the locals of
Khapukur in Hasnabad.

During lunch, she
stopped by the residence
of a local woman, Namita
Mondal.

Banerjee was seen rel-
ishing rice with ‘Tangra’
and ‘Rupchand’ fish.

Mondal rued that she
was yet to get benefits of
the state government’s
Lakshmir Bhandar cash
transfer scheme.

The CM assured her of
all possible help.

‘Concerted efforts needed to
give RGU a pan India character’
Itanagar, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Arunachal Pradesh
Governor Brig Dr B D
Mishra (Retd) on
Wednesday stressed the
need for concerted effort
by students and faculty to
give Rajiv Gandhi
University (RGU), a pan
India character.

Addressing the 20th con-
vocation of the Central
varsity at Doimukh, near
here, the governor while
emphasizing for ensuring
academic excellence, said
that the pan India charac-
ter will facilitate the uni-
versity in having accom-
plished teachers, knowl-
edge park, personality
growth of students and ex-
amples of good leadership.

Mishra underscored
that peace, order and disci-
pline in the educational
campus are more impor-

tant. All issues can be re-
solved by dialogue and
lawlessness, breakage and
damage of properties and
agitations should not be
resorted to on the premise
he said.

“As a central universi-
ty,U must have proper aca-
demic calendar and its
must be implemented in
letter and spirit. Cent per
cent classes must be run

by teachers and attended
by students,” he said.

The governor advised
the degree recipients to
abide by the Constitution
of India and perform
their fundamental duties
as enshrined in the consti-
tution. The governor
asked the students to
work hard and realize
their social responsibility
and advised them to work
for the welfare of the peo-
ple in whatever way and
whenever required.

He stressed that the
passing out students must
not run after government
jobs but start off some
‘start ups’ and become job
providers.

“Pay back to society,” he
said, adding that no work
is small or below dignity
as long as it does not
break the social or legal
norms.

‘Career guidance to classes 11, 12 students crucial’
New Delhi, Nov 30 (PTI): 

Stressing upon the im-
portance of career guid-
ance to students of classes
11 and 12, the Delhi High
Court has said the authori-
ties must ensure there is
an appropriate system of
counselling in place in
schools.

Justice Sanjeev Narula
said it is essential that stu-
dents are counselled about
decision making processes
and directed the Delhi gov-
ernment to examine the
issue of providing career
guidance to school stu-
dents in consultation with
experts.

The court passed the
order on a petition by an
“exemplary student” who
failed to secure admission
in Delhi University, al-
legedly on account of his
school not cautioning him
that two of the subjects
opted by him in class 12

were not considered as
“main” subjects by the
varsity, which attracted a
penalty of 2.5% deduction
of marks at the time of ad-
mission.

The court refused to
grant the reliefs sought by
the petitioner but said if
students are made aware
of the admission policies
of different universities, it
will help them make an in-
formed decision regarding
their subject choices.

“It must be emphasised
that career guidance to
students in Class XI and
XII is crucial. It is indeed
essential that students are
counselled in this deci-
sion-making process.
Respondent authorities,
who supervise education
imparted to students,
must step-in to ensure that
there is an appropriate
system of counselling in
schools, career guidance
programmes/ career fairs,

to assist students,” said
the court in its recent
order.

The court recorded
while the Delhi govern-
ment counsel concurred
that such systems must be
in place, “he is unable to
readily cite the same”.

“Accordingly, the pres-
ent petition is disposed of
with a direction to GNCTD
(Delhi government)/ DoE
(Department of
Education) to examine
this issue in consultation
with experts in the field
and in case, any lacunae is
required to be filled-in,
they may do so by issuing
appropriate directions to
schools,” the court or-
dered. The court rejected
the petitioner’s prayer to
cancel the CBSE affilia-
tion of his school, saying it
lacks foundation and is un-
tenable as “improper ca-
reer counselling to some
students cannot be a

ground for de-affiliation/
de-accreditation, in ab-
sence of any statutory pro-
vision that provides for
such a penalty”.

It also observed there
was no basis to hold that
the petitioner’s choice was
not voluntary and that the
school should have disap-
proved or opposed his op-
tion because it was likely
to impact his admission
prospects in DU.

“Petitioner’s contention
is farfetched and exhibits
a very orthodox approach
towards education centred
around scoring marks.
The School, on the other
hand, would have a differ-
ent approach of holistic
development of students
and would encourage
them to select subjects
based on their aptitude.
Scoring of marks cannot
therefore, be the sole crite-
ria for selecting a subject,”
the court said.

Lalu to undergo kidney transplant 
Kurhani (Bihar), Nov 30 (PTI): 

Rashtriya Janata Dal
president Lalu Prasad will
go under the knife at
Singapore on December 5
for a kidney transplant,
his son and Bihar Deputy
Chief Minister Tejashwi
Yadav said on Wednesday.

The RJD heir apparent
made the disclosure at a
rally in Kurhani assembly
segment, where the dis-
qualification of the party’s
MLA Anil Sahani has ne-
cessitated a by-poll, which,
incidentally, is also sched-
uled for December 5.

“Lalu ji wanted to be
here, but he is in

Singapore where he will
undergo a kidney trans-
plant on December 5. He
has, however, asked me to
convey his message to you
that he wants the BJP to
be defeated,” said Yadav,
whose party is backing
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) in
Kurhani.

“Lalu ji has asked me to
remind you all that his
poor health is to be
blamed on the vendetta
politics of the BJP, which
has forced him to spend a
long time in jail,” said
Yadav.

Prasad enjoys a cult sta-
tus among the OBCs and
the minorities, despite al-
legations of corruption
during the tenure as Bihar

CM and Railway Minister.
“The vendetta contin-

ues. Even on the day we
were proving majority on
the floor of the House,
raids were being conduct-
ed on the premises of our
people,” Yadav said.

Alleging that the BJP
serves the interests of the
supper rich and is least
bothered about the com-
mon people, the young
RJD leader claimed there
were attempts to convert
Bihar into a communal
cauldron.

Referring to Nitish
Kumar’s exit from NDA in
August, Yadav said, “We
thank him for the coura-
geous step which has
strengthened our fight
against forces hell bent

upon destroying the
Constitution, and selling
off national assets to pri-
vate players.”

“But for the farmers’
protests, our land would
have been put up for sale.
Even the armed forces
have not been spared.
Jawans are going to be
hired on four-year con-
tracts and will retire at the
young age of 22 years,”
said Yadav, referring to
the Agnipath’ scheme.

Yadav, who holds the
health portfolio, also told
the public meeting that 1.5
lakh recruitments will be
made soon in the depart-
ment, which will be anoth-
er step in the direction of
fulfilling the promise of 10
lakh government jobs.

AWARENESS PROGRAMME

Volunteers release a hot air balloon during an awareness programme on the eve of World AIDS Day, on the bank of
Ganga river in Kolkata, Wednesday.

FREE FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Relatives of patients receive free cooked food from a community van at a 
government hospital, in Jalandhar, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Suspended 
 Jammu: A deputy super-

intendent of police post-
ed in the crime branch
has been suspended after
being caught by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau
while accepting a bribe
of Rs 50,000 more than
two weeks ago, an official
order issued on
Wednesday said.
Varinder Singh has been
placed under suspension
with effect from
November 11, the date he
was arrested, and booked
in a case under the
Prevention of
Corruption Act at the
Anti-Corruption police
station in Jammu, it said.

Bill 
 Thiruvananthapuram:

The Kerala government
on Wednesday decided
to move a Bill in the leg-
islative assembly, when
it convenes from
December 5, for replac-
ing the Governor with
eminent academicians
as Chancellor of the
universities in the state.
A draft Bill in this re-
gard was approved by a
cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan here during the
day, a government
source confirmed.

Surrender
 Ranchi: CPI(Maoist)

commander for
Chakarbandha and
Chaksaliya area,
Kamlesh Yadav surren-
dered before the police
in Jharkhand’s Chatra
district on Wednesday,
police said. Yadav was
wanted in connection
with several criminal
cases, including mur-
der and there are eight
cases against him at
Pratapur, Kunda and
Manatu police stations
of the district, it said.

Shop fire
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out at a cloth
shop in central Delhi’s
Chandni Chowk area
on Wednesday, fire offi-
cials said. Fire fighters
were informed about
the blaze at 10.38 am,
the officials said. Six
fire tenders were
rushed to the spot and
the blaze was brought
under control at 11.35
am. No casualty was re-
ported, they added.

Suicide 
 Ambala: A 17-year-old

boy allegedly hanged
himself at his home
here. Police suspect that
he was under academic
stress. The boy’s father,
who works as a
plumber in Ambala
cantonment, told the po-
lice that the Class 12
student killed himself
on Tuesday when he
was alone at home.

Detained 
 Gangtok: The

Sikkim Police have
detained four persons
for allegedly carrying
sharp weapons dur-
ing former chief min-
ister and Sikkim
Democratic Front
(SDF) supremo
Pawan Kumar
Chamling’s padaya-
tra in Pakyong dis-
trict two days ago.

Indian and US Army 
personnel during a hu-
manitarian and disaster
relief exercise (HADR)
amid the Indo-US joint
exercise ‘Yudh Abhyas’,
in Tapovan, Uttarakhand,
Wednesday.

 On Dec 5

Brig Dr B D Mishra (Retd)

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banrjee interacts with
people at Khapukur village, during a visit to North 24
Parganas district.

 In N-24 Parganas Security tightened in Belagavi district

 By 20-30 %



VOLCANO BLAST

In this satellite image provided by Maxar Technologies, lava flows from the Mauna Loa volcano on the Big Island of
Hawaii. Waves of orange, glowing lava and ash blasted and billowed from the world’s largest active volcano in its
first eruption in 38 years, and officials told people living on Hawaii’s Big Island to be ready in the event of a worst-
case scenario.

TEA EVENT AT INDIAN EMBASSY IN USA

Ambassador of India to the United States Taranjit Singh Sandhu interacts with tea lovers during an event, at the

Indian Embassy in Washington, DC, USA. 
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Beijing, Nov 30 (AP):

China’s ruling
Communist Party has
vowed to “resolutely
crack down on infiltration
and sabotage activities by
hostile forces,” following
the largest street demon-
strations in decades
staged by citizens fed up
with strict anti-virus re-
strictions.

The statement from the
Central Political and
Legal Affairs
Commission released late
on Tuesday comes amid a
massive show of force by
security services to deter
a recurrence of the
protests that broke out
over the weekend in
Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou and several

other cities.
While it did not directly

address the protests, the
statement serves as a re-
minder of the party’s de-
termination to enforce its
rule.

Hundreds of SUVs,
vans and armoured vehi-
cles with flashing lights
were parked along city
streets Wednesday while
police and paramilitary
forces conducted random
ID checks and searched
people’s mobile phones
for photos, banned apps or
other potential evidence
that they had taken part
in the demonstrations.

The number of people
who have been detained at
the demonstrations and
in follow-up police actions
is not known.

China vows crackdown on ‘hostile
forces’ as public tests Xi

United Nations, Nov 30 (AP):

The UN special envoy for
Syria warned that the cur-
rent military escalation in
Syria is dangerous for
civilians and regional sta-

bility, and he urged Turkey
and Kurdish-led forces in
the north to de-escalate im-
mediately and restore the
relative calm that has pre-
vailed for the last three
years. Geir Pedersen told
the Security Council that
the U.N.’s call for maxi-
mum restraint and de-esca-
lation also applies to other
areas in Syria. He pointed
to the upsurge in truce vio-
lations in the last rebel-
held stronghold in north-
west Idlib, airstrikes at-
tributed to Israel in
Damascus, Homs, Hama
and Latakia, as well as re-
ported airstrikes on the

Syria-Iraq border and se-
curity incidents and
fresh military clashes in
the south.

In northwest Idlib, he
said, government
airstrikes have killed and
injured civilians who fled
fighting during the nearly
12-year war and now live
in camps. He said the at-
tacks destroyed their
tents and displaced hun-
dreds of families.

UN envoy: Military escalation
in Syria is dangerous

Jackson (US), Nov 30 (AP):

Residents in several
towns across Louisiana and
Mississippi took cover as
tornado sirens blared late
Tuesday, and forecasters
warned of the threat of
strong twisters capable of
tracking long distances on
the ground as a severe
weather outbreak erupted
in the Deep South. There
were no immediate reports
of severe damage or in-
juries as multiple tornado
warnings were issued start-
ing Tuesday afternoon and
continuing into the night-
time hours as heavy thun-
derstorms rolled from east-
ern Texas to Georgia and as
far north as Indiana.

The National Weather
Service confirmed that tor-
nados hit the ground in
Mississippi on Tuesday
evening and Alabama was
in the forecast path of the
storms during the
overnight hours. More than

25 million people were at
risk as the vast storm sys-
tem. The national Storm
Prediction Centre said in its
storm outlook that affected
cities could include New
Orleans; Memphis and
Nashville in Tennessee;
and Birmingham,
Alabama. The NWS re-
ceived reports of people
trapped at a grocery store
in Caledonia, Mississippi,
just after 6 pm. Lowndes
County Emergency
Management Agency
Director Cindy Lawrence
told WTVA-TV the people
inside the grocery store
made it out safely.
Lawrence also said a fam-
ily trapped in a house
about a mile (1.6 km) from
the store escaped.

Additional reports of
property damage near
Columbus were received
by the NWS, according to
Lance Perrilloux, a fore-
caster with the agency.

Heavy rain and hail as

big as tennis balls were also
possible as forecasters said
the weather outbreak was
expected to continue into
Wednesday.

Storms cause major tornadoes, flooding 

Beijing, Nov 30 (PTI):

China on Wednesday
said it was opposed to the
joint Indo-US military ex-
ercises being held near the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC), asserting that it vi-
olates the spirit of the two
border agreements signed
between New Delhi and
Beijing.

The 18th edition of the
India-US joint military ex-
ercise ‘Yudh Abhyas’ is
currently underway in
Uttarakhand, about 100
km from the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

It aims to enhance inter-
operability and share ex-
pertise between both
armies in peacekeeping
and disaster relief opera-
tions. The nearly two-week

exercise began earlier this
month. “The joint military
exercise between India
and the US close to the
LAC at the China-India
border violates the spirit
of the agreement between
China and India in 1993
and 1996,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
told a media briefing here.
“It does not serve the mu-
tual trust between China
and India”, he said in re-
sponse to a question posed
by a correspondent from
Pakistan. The Chinese
Foreign Ministry’s refer-
ence to the 1993 and 1996
agreements is interesting
as India termed the
People’s Liberation
Army’s (PLA) attempts to
move a large number of

troops to the disputed
areas in the LAC in east-
ern Ladakh in May 2020 vi-
olated the bilateral agree-
ments which state that the
boundary question is re-
solved through peaceful
and friendly consulta-
tions. The military exer-
cise is conducted annually
between India and the US
with the aim of exchang-
ing best practices, tactics,
techniques and proce-
dures between the armies
of the two nations. “The
18th Edition of India-US
Joint Exercise
#YudhAbhyas com-
menced today at Foreign
Training Node, Auli. The
aim of Joint Exercise is to
enhance interoperability
& share expertise between
both the Armies in Peace

Keeping & Disaster Relief
Operations. #IndianArmy
#IndiaUSFriendship,” the
Indian Army tweeted on
November 19. The previ-
ous edition of the exercise
was conducted at Joint
Base Elmendorf
Richardson, Alaska, the
US in October 2021, offi-
cials said. The Ministry of
Defence here on November
15 had said that US Army
soldiers of 2nd Brigade of
the 11th Airborne Division
and Indian Army soldiers
from the Assam Regiment
will be participating in the
exercise. The joint exercise
will also focus on humani-
tarian assistance and dis-
aster relief (HADR) opera-
tions. Troops from both na-
tions will practice launch-
ing swift and coordinated

relief efforts in the wake of
any natural calamity, the
ministry said. The exer-
cise between the armies of
India and the US will facili-
tate both armies to share
their wide experiences,
skills and enhance their
techniques through infor-
mation exchange. In
August, the Chinese mili-
tary expressed similar con-
cern over the India-US mil-
itary exercises. Since the
June 2020 Galwan Valley
clash between Chinese and
Indian armies, bilateral
ties between the two coun-
tries have taken a severe
hit. India has consistently
maintained that peace and
tranquility along the LAC
are important to the over-
all development of bilater-
al relations with China.

India-US military drills near LAC violate the
spirit of Sino-India agreements: China

Dhaka, Nov 30 (PTI):

Newly-appointed Indian
High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Pranay
Verma called on Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
here on Wednesday during
which they pledged to
work together to curb ter-
rorism in the region.
Verma, a 1994-batch
Indian Foreign Service of-
ficer, met Hasina a month
after presenting his cre-
dentials to President
Abdul Hamid on October
27.

“India has a policy for
neighbouring countries.
But Bangladesh gets the
highest priority.
Bangladesh always gets
priority in any case,”
Verma was quoted as say-
ing by a PMO spokesper-

son during his meeting
with Prime Minister
Hasina at her official
Ganabhaban residence.
Noting that Bangladesh is
“a very good friend” of
India, Verma said the two
countries will work to-
gether to stamp out terror-
ism in the region.

Echoing the envoy’s
comments, Hasina said
Bangladesh has vowed not
to allow terrorists to use

its soil. “(The ruling)
Awami League never ever
pampers terrorism and it
never allows the use of
Bangladesh soil for the
purpose,” she said. She
also said her government
believes that terrorism
has no religion and bound-
aries. Hasina said she be-
lieves that Bangladesh and
India could resolve all out-
standing issues, including
Teesta river water shar-

ing, through dialogue.
According to the PMO
spokesperson, Verma told
Hasina that bilateral trade
and connectivity in-
creased remarkably in re-
cent times, while the
prime minister said she
expects Indian business-
men to invest in
Bangladesh’s economic
zones. Bangladesh has 100
economic zones. Hasina
and Verma also discussed
the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) for fa-
cilitating economic rela-
tions between the two
countries. Verma said
India is willing to cooper-
ate with Bangladesh in
power and energy sectors.
He appreciated the socio-
economic development of
Bangladesh under the vi-
sionary leadership of
Prime Minister Hasina,
the PMO spokesperson
said.

India, B’desh pledge to work
together to curb terrorism

Indian high commissioner to Bangladesh Pranay Verma
calls on prime minister Sheikh Hasina her at her official
residence Ganobhaban in Dhaka on Wednesday. 

Indian envoy meets
PM Hasina
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Hope from yatra
While the Congress has

its own internal conflicts,
the clash of ideologies is
at its peak in the country.
In the present circum-
stances, not only in India,
but also an atmosphere of
hatred is being generated
across the whole world.
This means that the ma-
jority of people in every
country want their ideol-
ogy to be respected with-
in the country and others
to follow it. In the midst
of all the challenges and
struggles, Rahul Gandhi
has set out on his jour-
ney, but will he really be
able to unite India and
the Congress? The party
may benefit from the
yatra, provided this jour-
ney is not limited to the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

Sikandar Bansal,
Shimla

Cyber fraud
While the mode of on-

line transactions does
offer speed and conven-
ience, there are also dan-
gers far beyond the imag-
ination of most people.
The government’s push
for digitisation has for-
gotten to take the safety
aspect into considera-
tion, and, as a result,
there are hundreds of
cases of cyber crooks
cleaning up bank ac-
counts without a trace.
Constant emails and
messages are sent, re-
questing the user to click
on a link. Some of them
may be genuine, but such
is the fear of being duped
that all are dumped into
the virtual bin. With
crooks using more so-
phisticated tools, bank
accounts are going to be
sitting ducks for those op-
erating with impunity.

Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

Withdraw order
Officials are upset over

“amnesty” farm fire
cases’ when an order is-
sued by the government
is withdrawn, making a
mockery of laws enacted
in the interest of the
whole population of the
state. It is distressing to
note that about 50,000
cases of burning of crop
residue were recorded by
pollution control offi-
cials, which will not be
taken up now. Punjab and
Delhi are ruled by the
Aam Aadmi Party and
stubble burning in the
former is badly affecting
the Air Quality Index of
the latter. At least on this
account, the Punjab
Government should not
have withdrawn the red
entries made in the rev-
enue records of the farm-
ers indulging in the
burning of paddy stub-
ble. Pollution affects
everybody, including the
perpetrators of stubble
burning. Vote bank poli-
tics should not be played
over environment. In the
interest of people living
in northern India, it is
desirable to revoke the
withdrawal order.

Prasada Rao, by mail
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Indian and US Army personnel during a humanitarian and disaster relief exercise (HADR) amid the Indo-US joint exercise
'Yudh Abhyas', in Tapovan, Uttarakhand, Wednesday, Nov. 30.

INDO-US JOINT EXERCISE

I ndia may rank lowly at 104th position on the Federation

Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) men’s

table, dropped from 94th in 1996, its enthusiasm over the game is

probably among the highest in the world. Over 300 million

Indians, numbering close to the entire population of the United

States, are watching on the electronic media the ongoing FIFA

World Cup games in Qatar. All FIFA World Cup 2022 matches are

telecast live on Sports18 and Sports18 HD TV channels in India.

Viewers are also subscribing to the channels with their respec-

tive DTH providers. The live streaming is available on the Jio

Cinema app and website for free. Jio Cinema is offering live

streaming of matches, highlights and other FIFA World Cup

2022 content in five languages – English, Hindi, Tamil,

Malayalam, and Bengali. The FIFA World Cup is bringing a

huge business for these channels by way of advertising and sub-

scription while making Qatar a household name in India.

Nearly 30,000 Indians are expected to visit Qatar to physically

watch FIFA World Cup matches between November 20 and

December 18. Two weeks ago, Indians were ranked eighth

among ticket buyers. Four years ago, there were some 18,000

Indians in Russia to watch the previous FIFA World Cup 2018

matches. The number of Indians present to watch the matches

in Russia was the third highest from non-competing countries

after the US and China. Tickets don’t come cheap. The hottest

ticket of the FIFA World Cup 2022 tournament will be for the

final at Lusail Stadium on December 18. A category IV ticket for

the final costs $205.69, while the cheapest ticket for a non-Qatar

resident is $603.36. Category I tickets cost a whopping $1,604.39

each. Approximately three million tickets have been sold for the

eight world cup venues in Qatar. FIFA anticipates that the event

will collect a record amount of money, surpassing the roughly

$5.4 billion mopped up during the 2018 world cup hosted by

Russia. Additionally, FIFA has sold around 240,000 hospitality

packages. Qatar, the world’s smallest country to host a FIFA

world cup, has a land mass of only 11,571 sq.km with a total pop-

ulation of 2.9 million of which 2.3 million are expatriates includ-

ing 7.5 lakh Indians. It boasts the world’s highest per capita in-

come of around US$134,000. So far, Qatar is said to have spent

$229 billion to spruce up its infrastructure, build new stadiums,

training sites, hotels and other facilities to organise the world

cup tournament. The amount is 25 percent more than the coun-

try’s GDP of approximately $180 billion in 2022. The investment

is expected to pay handsome dividends in the coming years.

Global financial analysts have estimated that Qatar’s GDP will

rise by 4.1 percent by the end of 2022 itself. The tournament

would contribute about $20 billion to the country’s economy. The

most expensive world cup football ever may also bring some ad-

verse impact on Qatar’s economy. Overspending on infrastruc-

ture and stadiums has led to some investors being in massive

debt and left with constructions that serve little use after the

world cup matches end. Globally, sports entertainment is worth

nearly a trillion dollars. The countries traditionally making

large investments in sports are also reaping good returns in

terms of money and reputation. They include the US, China,

Russia, Brazil, Argentina, Germany, the UK, Spain, Italy,

Australia, the Netherlands and France. India ranks nowhere in

the league. The government and business spendings on sports

development in India are practically negligible. The national

sports budget for 2022-23 allocated an expenditure of only

Rs.3,062.60 crore or equivalent of around $380 million. Compare

this with the individual income of some of the 2022 global foot-

ball stars such as Lionel Messi ($130 million), Cristiano Ronaldo

($115 million) and Neymar ($95 million). Basketball’s LeBron

James earned around $121 million. The global sports industry is

estimated at over $600 billion contributing around 0.5 percent of

the world GDP. In some countries, it ranges to even up to five

percent of their GDP. In India, the sports industry contributes

only 0.1 percent of the GDP. India’s poor spending on sports is

best reflected on its performance in the Olympics. The country’s

best ever Olympics performance was recorded in the 2020 Tokyo

Olympics, earning a total of only seven medals, including a

gold, two silver and four bronze. In contrast, the US bagged 113

medals, China 88, Russia 71, the UK 65 and Japan 58. India held

48th position in the medals tally among participating nations.

India had sent its largest-ever contingent of 126 athletes to the

2020 Tokyo games. India will need substantial investment in

sports to improve its global performance. Unfortunately, neither

the government or private sector industry has the will to make

such an investment considering the fact that it does not promise

an immediate return. Traditionally, public sector organisations

such as Indian Railways and defence services have been major

spenders on sports development. The private sector funding of

sports is mostly linked with tax breaks and through the corpo-

rate social responsibility (CSR) scheme. The investment is

rather minuscule compared to the overall CSR spending by in-

dustry. During FY21, Reliance Industries (Rs.49 crore), Kotak

Mahindra Bank (Rs.16.88 crore), Tata Steel (Rs.15.99 crore) and

IndusInd Bank (Rs.10.64 crore) were among the top spenders on

sports. According to the National CSR Portal run by the

Ministry of Corporate Affairs, out of the Rs 24,864.11 crore spent

on CSR in 2020-21, sports accounted for only Rs 240.9 crore.

Sports is the biggest image builder of a nation. And, globally, no

game is as popular as football. This explains why Qatar, the

world’s richest country, decided to spend such large sums to host

the FIFA World Cup 2022. After building a billion-dollar air base

in the mid-1990s, which it offered to the US, Qatar’s ruling Al

Thani family runs Qatar Airways, adjudged as the world’s best

airline for seven years in a row, and powerful international

media network, Al Jazeera. It has been making large invest-

ments in globally popular sports to further enhance the coun-

try’s international reputation. Qatar Sports Investments pur-

chased Paris Saint-Germain in 2011 and turned a rickety French

football club into a European powerhouse. Various Qatari or-

ganisations have struck sponsorship deals with European clubs

such as Barcelona (£30 million a year to sponsor its shirt), Real

Madrid, Bayern Munich and A.S. Roma. Back home, the govern-

ment  spends prodigiously on a Qatari football league. India has

a lot to learn from Qatar’s hosting of the FIFA world cup as part

of its global reputation building exercise. With the size of

India’s economy showing an impressive growth — $40-trillion

GDP by 2047 as predicted last week by Reliance Industries chair-

man Mukesh Ambani — the country has to work hard to en-

hance its global reputation by gradually becoming a sporting su-

perpower. India will need large government and private equity

in sports to make it possible.

India Must Spend Big On Sports
To Build Global Reputation

HIV is one of the most
c h a l l e n g i n g

pathogen as there is still no
cure or successful vaccine
available, despite the unprece-
dented research efforts.
Immune control of HIV in-
volves both cellular and hu-
moral responses. Besides the
classical MHC restricted cellu-
lar response orchestrated by
CD8 and CD4 T cells, several
other “killer” cells play an im-
portant role. NK cells, T cells
and NKT cells are the main
cells in this latter category.
Numerous research articles
describe importance of NK
cells in controlling HIV, as well
as their dysfunction during in-
fection. These cells are potent
cytotoxic cells, and strategies
for improving their function in
HIV infected patients will be
valuable. Another cellular sub-
set with potential is NKT cell.
These natural killer T cells are
a subset of T lymphocytes that
express NK cell markers,
bridge innate and adaptive im-
mune responses, and have po-
tent immunoregulatory prop-
erties. These cells will be help-
ful in cells in controlling im-
mune activation during HIV
and SIV infections.

Both innate and adaptive im-
mune cell compartments that
suffer as a result of HIV repli-
cation, fail to recover com-
pletely under ART, hence, the
need for lifelong therapy once
infected. Novel therapeutic ap-
proaches are being tested at an
encouraging rate and have the
potential to improve the odds
against the virus. Among
them, immunotherapeutic ap-
proaches are one of the excit-

ing areas and can be consid-
ered as adjunct to ART for im-
proving immune competence.
Cells of the innate immune
system, including natural
killer (NK) cells, gamma delta  

T cells and natural killer T
(NKT) cells have cytotoxic po-
tential against viruses, and
therapies including such effec-
tor cells will be useful.
Approved drugs for stimulat-
ing this subset of killer lym-
phocytes are already being
tried for cancer therapy and
have potential against viral in-
fections, including HIV.

A challenge to utilizing
these effector cells as thera-
peutic option in HIV infection
is their severe depletion,
and/or dysfunction caused by
the virus. Antiretroviral thera-
py, if started very early, will
likely limit the damage and
also results in partial restora-
tion in effector cell function.
The common ? chain cytokines
with a potent stimulating ef-
fect on these cytotoxic cells
have been used to partly im-
prove their function. A combi-
nation of ART and innate im-
mune cell stimulation has the
potential to be more effective
against the virus.

Antiretroviral therapy has
been very successful in con-
trolling virus replication, re-
sulting in near normal life
spans for continuously treated
patients. However, the deleteri-
ous impact of HIV infection on
immune cells is profound and
despite prolonged ART, virus-
specific and innate immune
cells are not fully restored.
Additionally, ART does not
tackle the latent virus reser-

voir. Other interventions to
improve immune responsive-
ness of these effector cells are
being explored as a result.
Immunotherapy with common
? chain cytokines is a promis-
ing approach in this direction.
These cytokines, viz. IL-2, IL-7,
IL-15 and IL-21 are main regu-
lators of T cell homeostasis,
and hence, are good im-
munotherapeutic candidates.

IL-2 therapy in HIV infected
individuals resulted in periph-
eral expansion of naive and
memory CD4 T cells. As an ad-
junct to vaccines it has been
tested in animal models like
SIV infection of rhesus
macaques, and resulted in
both increase in anti-viral im-
munity and slower disease
progression. Another study
testing the effect of IL-2 ad-
junct therapy with antiretrovi-
ral treatment in HIV infection,
found that both NK and NKT
cells expanded during IL-2
treatment. IL-7 has effects on
these immune cells, varying
from activation to cell survival
and maintenance.

IL-7 therapy induced prolif-
eration of CD4 and CD8 sub-
sets. IL-15 therapy has shown
more promise for improving
anti-viral immunity, as well as
memory response. Use of these
cytokines alone or in combina-
tions for stimulation of innate
cells to be used as adoptive
transfer therapy can also be
considered. Another area
where such cellular activation
may be useful is for designing
combination therapeutic vac-
cines, involving ?? T cells acti-
vation, in conjunction with tra-
ditional vaccine antigens. This

may have superior therapeutic
effects, in comparison with the
peptide-based vaccines alone.

Innate immune cells like
NK, ?? T cells and NKT cells
are potent cytotoxic effectors,
and can inhibit HIV replica-
tion through direct or indirect
cytolytic and noncytolytic
pathways. These antiviral in-
nate effector cells are depleted
or dysregulated in HIV-infect-
ed individuals with chronic
disease, but may partly recover
after successful antiretroviral
therapy. The use of common ?
chain cytokines to stimulate
these cells has shown some
promise against HIV replica-
tion and reconstitution of
some effector cell components.

While IL-2 therapy alone is
not likely to garner more sup-
port due to negative results in
major clinical trials, there is
optimism for use of IL-7, IL-15
and IL-21. Such approaches
most likely will benefit indi-
viduals whose viral load are
relatively low, in the absence of
therapy, or are suppressed by
antiretroviral drugs. Also,
there is potential for these
therapies, as an adjuvant to
peptide vaccine. In future, it
can be possible to tackle the la-
tent reservoir in such patients,
using combinations of these
approaches. Development of
therapeutic strategies, com-
bining innate cell stimulating
compounds and antiretroviral
drugs are expected to achieve
best therapeutic results.

Writer is M.D, Professor &
H.O.D. Department of

Pathology, Pt. J.N.M. Medical
College, Raipur C.G.

Immunotherapy With ART: Novel Therapeutic Approach Against HIV

VijayKumar H K

B y the middle of this
century, it is estimat-

ed that one billion children
mainly in Asia, will be ex-
posed to frequent, longer
lasting, and more severe
heatwaves caused due to
Global warming as per
UNICEF.The uneven in-
crease in temperature espe-
cially in India causing a ru-
inous risk already on chil-
dren’s lives as per
UNICEF.The global warm-
ing will surely backfires
and leads to heatwaves that
will go through across
length and breadth of India
in coming years and badly
inturn affects children
health.As per UNICEF, the
youthful children facing

more health problems than
grown-ups when faced with
extreme heat events already.

This is because they're
less suitable to regulate
their body temperature
compared to grown-ups.
The more the heatwaves the
more problems on health of
the children which inturn,
results in the chance of
health problems including
habitual respiratory condi-
tions, asthma, and cardio-
vascular conditions.India
urgently needs to invest in
erecting temperature to its
adaptability and in con-
forming all the systems so
that children health does
not worse.

Our country should meet
the challenges of changing
climate.The average Global

temperatures will rise by
three to four degrees
Celsius above pre-industri-
al situations  in coming five
years if green house gas are
not under control as per
UNICEF.The precedence
guarding children from the
raising impacts of heat-
waves should be a prece-
dence for India especially,

the UNICEF mentioned in a
call for critical and dramat-
ic emigrations mitigation
measures to contain global
warming and covering
lives.Children in India will
face the most dramatic in-
creases in high heatwave
inflexibility by 2050.

Nearly half of all chil-
dren in India and
Subcontinent already fac-
ing exposure to extreme
high temperatures over 35
degree Celsius. This will
surely ruins children
health under ten years.The
more frequent, longer last-
ing and more severe heat-
waves children are exposed
to, the more the impacts on
health, safety, nutrition, ed-
ucation, access to water and
unborn livelihoods.

Children who are least re-
sponsible for climate
change are bearing its
biggest costs.

Although India produces
lower than five percent of
air pollutants, it suffers
some most brutal impacts
of the climate extremity.
Nearly every country is
passing changing heat-
waves in Asia.What each
government should do now
will determine the survival
of those least responsible
children and youthful peo-
ple.So it's imperative espe-
cially India and other coun-
tries in Asia to reduce glob-
al warming and to regulate
green house gases to the
possible extent otherwise
mainly children lives will
be under great threat.

Global warming ruining children health

DR. ARVIND NERAL Special on World AIDS Day

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd.
at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer

Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB
Act.), Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. 

No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 01,  2022

BRIEF

Design policy

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on
Wednesday sought
views from the indus-
try about the existing
national design policy
and aims to come out
with an updated poli-
cy before August 15,
2023. The National
Design Policy was ap-
proved by the govern-
ment in February
2007. Its objectives in-
clude promotion of
Indian design through
a well-defined and
managed regulatory,
promotional and insti-
tutional framework;
and setting up of spe-
cialised design cen-
tres or innovation
hubs for different sec-
tors. Secretary in the
Department for
Promotion of
Industry, and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anurag
Jain said that an up-
dated policy will be
good for the country.

Fiscal deficit
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment’s fiscal
deficit at the end of
October touched 45.6
per cent of the full
year budget estimate,
as per data released by
the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA) on Wednesday.
In actual terms, the
fiscal deficit — the dif-
ference between ex-
penditure and rev-
enue — was Rs
7,58,137 crore during
the April-October pe-
riod of 2022-23. In the
corresponding period
last year, the deficit
was 36.3 per cent of
the budget estimates
of 2021-22.

Geographic diversity

Mumbai: Companies
reshaped their busi-
ness models after
Covid pandemic,
which has led to geo-
graphic diversity in
workforce, Godrej
Consumer Products
Managing Director
and CEO Sudhir
Sitapati said. The dis-
ruptions during the
Covid-19 helped com-
panies reshape their
business models and
this has led to a lot of
geographic diversity
in its workforce,
which is a huge oppor-
tunity to attract tal-
ent, Sitapati said ad-
dressing the CII
National HR Conclave.

Core sector 
New Delhi: The
growth rate in the pro-
duction of eight key
sectors slowed down
to 0.1 per cent in
October against 8.7
per cent in the same
month last year, ac-
cording to the official
data released on
Wednesday. In
September, the core
sectors’ output growth
stood at 7.8 per cent.
The production
growth of eight infra-
structure sectors —
coal, crude oil, natural
gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, steel, cement
and electricity — was
8.2 per cent during
April-October this fis-
cal, compared to 15.6
per cent a year ago.

NEW COLLECTION

Bollywood actress Neha Dhupia, stylist Ami Patel and Dusala Founder Sugandha Kedia during the unveiling of
Dusala’s new collection in collaboration with Ami Patel, in Mumbai.

New Delhi, Nov 30:  

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Wednesday exuded confi-
dence that India will suc-
ceed in handling inflation
better as it has already put
in place a “very good
framework” in place to ad-
dress supply side pres-
sures on food prices. The
retail inflation based on
the consumer price index
(CPI) has remained above
the Reserve Bank’s com-
fort level of 6 per cent
since January. Virtually
participating in ‘Reuters
NEXT’ event, the finance
minister also acknowl-
edged that inflation due to
imports of commodities
like crude oil is going to
persist. “We probably will
succeed in handling infla-
tion better and there is
clearly a picture from the
RBI that is on a downward
slide and it will be well
within the tolerance band
by early next year or mid-
dle of next year,” said the

minister who is scheduled
to present the Union
Budget for 2023-24 early
next year. Sitharaman fur-
ther said inflation is going
to be influenced by exter-
nal factors but within
India, “we are comfort-
able” in terms of agricul-
tural supplies, and energy
among others. “I look for-
ward to a good, fast grow-
ing Indian economy and
the next year,” the minis-
ter said. To a question re-
lated to crude oil prices,
the minister said since
February India has shown
its stand which is in the
country’s interest. “I need
to have affordable prices, I
need to have those prices
which are sustainable and
above all global public
goods will have to be avail-
able for everyone. “They
cannot be weaponised. I
would think if movement
of goods is restricted, it is
going to hurt some of us,”
she said. The minister said
that India’s import from
Russia has gone up and

countries in the West too
are importing a lot more
now from Russia, like fuel.

“So India’s imports, like
many other countries,
from Russia are going up
because the price factor
favours buying from
Russia. India is not isolat-
ed in this. Those who are
calling for price cap are
themselves importing a lot
more from Russia,”
Sitharaman said. When
asked about Russia’s inter-
est in importing some
items from India, the min-
ister said India has al-
ready announced the
rupee trade framework. “It
is not a new framework. It
has existed several
decades and if under that
we are able to buy and sell,
we will certainly like to do
it. For the fertiliser or fuel
that we buy, we certainly
need to balance it by sell-
ing some things from
India. Framework is in
place, but we will use it
when we need,”
Sitharaman added.

India will succeed in handling
inflation better: Sitharaman

New Delhi, Nov 30: 

The government has set
a target to cross 1 crore job-
mark in the next 2 years in
three main segments of
digital economy — elec-
tronics, startups and IT,
and IT-enabled services,
minister for IT and
Communications Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on
Wednesday. While speak-
ing at an ESC STPI event
for startups, Vaishnaw said
three big pillars of digital
economy — electronics
manufacturing, IT and
ITes, startups — they have
created 88-90 lakh jobs.
“Government has set a tar-
get that in this we should
be easily crossing 1 crore
jobs in the coming two
years without any doubt,”
the minister said. He said

that the digital economy
and its associated employ-
ment is a major trend now
and the other trend is di-
versity. “Earlier names of a
couple of cities were men-
tioned for startups. Now
when I go to schools in vil-
lages, children in villages
want to set up a start-up,”
Vaishnaw said. The minis-
ter said that India is now
becoming a technology

producer from being a
technology consumer. He
said that the Software
Technology Parks of India
(STPI) is creating plug-and-
play infrastructure to pro-
vide a platform to startups.
STPI Director General
Arvind Kumar at the event
said that his organisation
provides plug-and-play in-
frastructure in 64 cities for
startups, of which 54 are in
tier 2 and 3 cities. “We pro-
vide Rs 5-10 lakh seed fund
to startups through the
centre of excellence. Under
the Next Generation
Incubation Scheme, we
fund Rs 25 lakh to startups
that come from tier 2 and 3
cities. We have granted
NGIS benefits to around 65
startups and the target is to
fund 300 startups by 2025,”
Kumar said.

Govt targets to cross 1 crore job-mark from
digital economy in next 2 years: Vaishnaw

Mumbai, Nov 30: 

Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch said
there should not be a sin-
gle carbon credit market
in the world, questioning
why should one pay extra
for locally generated re-
sources because they are
priced higher in the glob-
al market.

Equating the commodi-
ty of carbon credits to
currency, the capital mar-
kets regulator asserted
that every sovereign
should have the independ-
ence to deal with the cred-
its as and how it deems fit.

It can be noted that im-
provements in processes
and energy consumption
to drive more efficiencies
generates carbon credit
which are fungible instru-
ments which can be trad-
ed. “There has been dis-
cussion around the globe

which said that there
should be a single carbon
credit market. We believe
that it is not necessarily
correct, again from the
perspective of emerging
markets and particularly
low cost economies be-
cause a carbon credit will
become a commodity,”
Buch said. Giving the ex-
ample of coffee, Buch
questioned why should

one pay very high for a
coffee from a brand like
Starbucks if there is local-
ly generated coffee avail-
able for as low as Rs 10 per
cup.

“When we have carbon
credits generated in our
country, our jurisdiction,
why should it be that
there should be a single
price of these carbon
credits? it is like saying
everybody should have
the same cup of coffee or
the same currency,” Buch
said, speaking at an event
organised by the Ministry
of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change and
National Productivity
Council here.

“ It will be an important
issue for us as a sovereign
to maintain independence
over our carbon credits in
terms of how we want to
deal with them,” she
added.

Can’t have single market for carbon credits globally,
sovereigns need independence over credits: Sebi chief

New Delhi, Nov 30: 

India’s economic growth
slowed down to 6.3 per cent
in the July-September
quarter of this fiscal,
dragged down mainly by
the poor performance of
manufacturing and min-
ing sectors, official data
showed on Wednesday.
However, India remained
the fastest-growing major
economy as China regis-
tered an economic growth
of 3.9 per cent in July-
September 2022. The
Indian economy grew by
8.4 per cent in July-
September, 2021-22, as per
the data released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO). The gross domestic
product (GDP) expanded
by 13.5 per cent in the
April-June quarter this fis-

cal. The second quarter
GDP growth is almost at
par with the RBI’s projec-
tion of 6.1 per cent to 6.3
per cent released earlier
this month in one of the
articles published in its
bulletin. “Real GDP or
GDP at Constant (2011-12)
Prices in Q2 2022-23 is esti-
mated at Rs 38.17 lakh
crore, as against Rs 35.89

lakh crore in Q2 2021-22,
showing a growth of 6.3
per cent as compared to 8.4
per cent in Q2 2021-22,” the
NSO statement said. The
real GDP in absolute terms
stood at Rs 33.10 lakh crore
in the July-September
quarter of 2020. It had con-
tracted by 6.6 per cent in
the second quarter of 2020-
21 on account of the stag-

gering impact of lockdown
restrictions to curb the
spread of coronavirus. As
per the data, Gross Value
Added (GVA) grew by 5.6
per cent to Rs 35.05 lakh
crore in July-September
this year. The GVA growth
in the farm sector is 4.6 per
cent in the second quarter
compared to 3.2 per cent a
year ago.

However, the GVA in the
manufacturing sector con-
tracted 4.3 per cent during
the quarter from 5.6 per
cent growth during the
year-ago period. GVA in
mining also declined by 2.8
per cent in the quarter
compared to 14.5 per cent
growth. The GVA growth
in the construction sector
also decelerated to 6.6 per
cent in the quarter from 8.1
per cent.

India GDP growth slips to 6.3 pc in Q2, dragged
down by manufacturing, mining sectors

Mumbai, Nov 30:
Benchmark BSE Sensex
settled above the 63,000-
level for the first time on
Wednesday, extending its
winning momentum to
seventh day amid a largely
positive trend in global
markets and continuous
foreign fund inflows. The
30-share barometer rallied
417.81 points or 0.67 per
cent to settle at 63,099.65, its
fresh record closing high.
During the day, the bench-
mark jumped 621.17 points
or 0.99 per cent to 63,303.01,
its lifetime intra-day peak.
The broader NSE Nifty ad-
vanced 140.30 points or 0.75
per cent to end at 18,758.35,
its fresh record closing
high. Among the Sensex
pack, Mahindra &
Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Power Grid,

Hindustan Unilever, Bharti
Airtel, Asian Paints, Tata
Steel and Titan were major
gainers. IndusInd Bank,
State Bank of India, HCL
Technologies and ITC were
among the laggards.
“Domestic market contin-

ued its quest for gains,
boosted by FII inflows.
However, markets will be
sensitive to the Fed Chair’s
remarks later in the day, as
investors are expecting a
moderation in the pace of
rate hikes. An in-line com-

ment will help to sustain
the rally while loosening
COVID-19 restrictions in
China is providing relief to
global markets,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services.
Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Seoul, Shanghai
and Hong Kong ended
higher, while Tokyo settled
lower. Equity exchanges in
Europe were trading high-
er in the afternoon trade.
Wall Street had ended on a
mixed note on Tuesday.
International oil bench-
mark Brent crude was
trading 1.83 per cent higher
at USD 84.55 per barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
shares worth Rs 1,241.57
crore on Tuesday, as per ex-
change data.

Sensex hits 63k mark for first
time; Nifty ends at fresh lifetime

Mumbai, Nov 30:

The rupee appreciated
34 paise to close at 81.38
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Wednesday as
a weak greenback in the
overseas market and a
rally in domestic equities
boosted investor senti-
ment. At the interbank for-
eign exchange market, the
local unit opened at 81.63
and touched an intra-day
high of 81.38 and a low of
81.64 against the green-
back. The local unit finally
settled at 81.38, registering
a rise of 34 paise over its
previous close. On
Tuesday, the rupee de-
clined 4 paise to close at
81.72 against the US dollar.

The Indian rupee regis-
tered the first monthly
gains in the past eleven-

months following a re-
bound in the risk assets,
lower crude oil prices and
foreign fund inflows, said
Dilip Parmar, Research
Analyst, HDFC Securities.
“It is poised to end the
month 1.6 per cent higher,
its biggest gain since

August 2021,” Parmar
said. Meanwhile, the dol-
lar index, which gauges
the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six cur-
rencies, slipped 0.29 per
cent to 106.51.

According to Parmar,
the dollar index slipped,
weighed by ongoing de-
mand for riskier assets as
investors speculated that
China may gradually un-
wind its COVID curbs.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures ad-
vanced 2.13 per cent to
USD 84.80 per barrel.
Forex traders said in-
vestors will focus on the
US Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome
Powell’s speech and the re-
lease of key domestic
macro economic data for
further cues.

Rupee gains 34 paise to close 
at 81.38 against US dollar

New Delhi, Nov 30:

State-owned NMDC on
Wednesday hiked the
prices of iron ore lumps
and fines by Rs 300 per
tonne with immediate ef-
fect. The announcement
from the country’s largest
iron ore miner has come
days after the government
removed duty on the ex-
ports of the mineral. The
price for a tonne of lump
ore or high-grade iron ore
having Fe (iron) content
65.53 per cent and above
has been fixed at Rs 4,100.
While the rate of fines or
inferior grade ore with 64
per cent and less Fe content
has been increased to Rs
2,910 per tonne, NMDC said
in a BSE filing. The prices
are effective Nov 30, 2022,
and exclude royalty, dis-
trict mineral fund (DMF),

National Mineral
Exploration Trust
(DMET), cess, forest permit
fee, and other taxes, the
company said. In the last
price revision announced
November 17, NMDC had
fixed the rate of lump at Rs
3,800 per tonne and that of
fines at Rs 2,610 a tonne
with immediate effect. Iron
ore is one of the key raw
materials used in the man-
ufacturing of steel, and
any movement in its prices
has a direct impact on the
rates of the steel, an alloy
widely used in segments
like construction, infra-
structure, automobile and
railways, among others. On
November 19, 2022, the gov-
ernment removed the ex-
port duty on steel items
and iron ore to nil, six
months after imposition of
the levy on May 21, 2022.

NMDC hikes lump ore, fines
prices by Rs 300 per tonne

New Delhi, Nov 30: 

The government needs
to set up a separate min-
istry for the pharma sec-
tor to encourage domestic
producers and decrease
Chinese imports, opined
CEOs while participating
in a discussion on the
challenges being faced by
the sector. In a CEO
Roundtable at the 15th edi-
tion of CPHI & PMEC
India held on Tuesday, the
Chief Executive Officers
(CEOs) of companies, in-
cluding those from RPG
Life Science and
Fermenta Biotech, also
discussed ways to shift the
focus of the domestic in-
dustry from volume to
value.

The leaders also pointed
out the need to reduce de-
pendency on China by

using technology.
Organisation of
P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
Producers of India (OPPI)
Director General Vivek
Sehgal said that the indus-
try needs to collaborate
and co-work and unite for
collective voice on IPR re-
lated issues. The leaders
also discussed having a
single industry organisa-
tion to put across the
grievances of the pharma
industry before the gov-
ernment. Speaking at the
inaugural session of the
15th edition of CPHI &
PMEC India, Pharmexcil
Director General Ravi
Uday Bhaskar said the
Indian pharmaceutical ex-
ports have recorded an im-
pressive growth of around
5 per cent in the current fi-
nancial year (April-Oct
2022).

‘Govt needs to set up separate
ministry for pharma sector’

ACROSS

1. Trunk

6. Angelic instrument

10. Becomes firm

14. Our planet

15. Adrift

16. Cool!

17. Not as wet

18. Property claim

19. Diva’s offering

20. Host

21. Hesitating

23. Golf goal

25. Track events

26. And so forth (2 wds.)

31. Roberto’s “two”

32. Go-getter

33. Archer’s goal

35. Firmament

38. Hair goo

39. Ailment

40. Pedro’s “one”

41. Baltimore time zone (abbr.)

42. Take a breath

43. Among

44. Earl Grey, e.g.

45. Florida city

47. Small landmass

50. Blasting substance (abbr.)

51. Honor roll (2 wds.)

56. Mexican sauce

60. Connecting words

61. Machu Picchu native

62. Handle skillfully

63. Doughnut feature

64. Upon

65. ____ Banks of baseball

66. Unrefined metals

67. Spoils

68. Takes it easy

DOWN

1. Give in

2. Injure

3. Guitarist ____ Clapton

4. More sharply inclined

5. Menace

6. Fifty percent

7. Europe’s neighbor

8. Spool

9. Gasp

10. Catches

11. Mysterious

12. Pollute

13. Does’ mates

22. Act the ham

24. Eye part

26. Border

27. Little piggies

28. Welshman

29. Reckless

30. Zones

31. Sahara, e.g.

34. Party

35. Japanese wrestling

36. Make socks

37. Jedi master

39. Counts calories

43. Dancer Fred ____

44. Verb forms

46. Reply

47. Potato state

48. Spanish “mister”

49. Soup dipper

52. One who fibs

53. Interested by

54. Aberdeen native

55. Faucets

57. Telescope part

58. Narrow cut

59. Citrus drinks
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D igital literacy or
Computer literacy

has become one of the
prime necessities and one
of the new life skills in
this age. Every year on
December 2, World
Computer Literacy Day is
observed to raise aware-
ness and promote digital
literacy. This Computer
Literacy Day, &TV artists
talk about how they
learned computers and
keep up to date with the
latest technology, with lit-
tle help from their peers,
friends, and even young-
sters in their families.
These include Aayudh
Bhanushali (Krishna,
Doosri Maa), Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan), and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Narayan Mishra,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).
Talking about teaching
computers and technolo-
gy to his grandparents,
Aayudh Bhanushali, es-
saying Krishna in &TV’s
Doosri Maa, shares, “My
grandparents sometimes
find it difficult to cope
with all the new technolo-
gies around them, espe-
cially computers. My
grandfather retired before
the development of ad-
vanced computer technol-
ogy, so he has a very rudi-
mentary understanding of
how computers work.
Whenever I am at home or
not shooting, I teach my
grandpa the basics of
computers and even help

him discover new things
on his smartphone. Now
he has become a pro, and
one can often spot him
watching videos, playing
games or even video call-
ing all of us. He can
utilise his time learning,
reading, or exploring sub-
jects of his interest so that
he does not get bored.
Thanks to technology for
connecting us with our
family and friends, even
though we are miles
apart.”

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabijii Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm, air-
ing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

The world revolves 
around technology

Taapsee on 
her production

debut: 
'Blurr' taps into
sensibilities of
an individual

BB ollywood actress Taapsee
Pannu opened up on her

first production venture, 'Blurr'
in which she is seen in a double
role. The actress got candid
about why she decided to pro-
duce the film and how chal-
lenging it was to play twin sis-
ters in the film. Taapsee said:
"'Blurr' taps into different sen-
sibilities of an individual and
that is purely why I decided to
produce it as my first film. 

Donning the producer's hat
has been a spectacular experi-
ence. Apart from acting, I
wanted to be creatively
involved in production, concep-
tion and various aspects of
filmmaking which are seldom
glamorised." "Essaying the
character of a woman pushed
to the brink of mental
endurance due to her sister's
death was vulnerable, raw, and
clawing," she added. 

The two-minute-thirty-
three-seconds trailer starts
with the suicide of a girl,
Gautami, who is Gayatri's twin
sister (played by Taapsee).
Though the forensic reports
proves that she has committed
suicide but Gayatri is not sure
about it and she believes that

her sister cannot commit sui-
cide. She starts finding out the
mystery behind her death and
in the meantime, her eyesight
also starts becoming weak and
the doctor suggests she should
operate on them. Furthermore,
in her investigation she came
to know about many truths and
secrets related to her sister.
However, in the process she
goes through a lot and the trail-
er ends with Gayatri losing her
eyesight completely.

Director Ajay Bahl added:
"'Blurr' discovers angularities
and depths of the human mind
and the dark alleys it can tra-
verse through. 'Blurr' throws
you into the murky waters
where human needs intermin-
gle with extreme delusional
anger. The narrative and the
plot of the film gave me a lot of
different aspects to explore
while directing." "With spec-
tacular twists and character
portrayal, 'Blurr' will satiate
your craving for a mind-bend-
ing thriller," he shared.

DDiirreecctteedd  bbyy  AAjjaayy  BBaahhll,,  ssttaarr--
rriinngg  TTaaaappsseeee  PPaannnnuu  aanndd
GGuullsshhaann  DDeevvaaiiaahh,,  ''BBlluurrrr''  wwiillll
ssttrreeaamm  ffrroomm  DDeecceemmbbeerr  99  oonn
ZZEEEE55..

H aving made a stellar
debut with Yeh

Saali Aashiqui (2019) that
won huge critical acclaim
and broke records on
OTT platforms along
with a Filmfare Best
Actor Debut nomination,
Vardhan Puri impressed
the audience, industry
and critics alike, also be-
coming one of the
youngest and most
sought after young actors
of Bollywood.

While Vardhan has an
interesting line up of film
and other things he is
currently busy shooting
for, the young energetic
actor seem all set to rule
the music space as well,
as he recently shot for
two music videos back-to-
back in two different
countries, in a span of 36
hours.

Vardhan shot a music
video titled Na Jaana
Kahin Door, sung by Sonu
Nigam in Mumbai fol-
lowed by another music
video titled Kahan Chale
for Deepak Mukut in
Mauritius. Talking about
his experience of shoot-
ing for the two songs,
Vardhan says, “It was an
amazing experience to
shoot for the two videos
back-to-back. I already
had my Mauritius shoot
in place and the only date
possible for Divyansh’s

song was on the same the
day I was supposed to
leave for Mauritius. So, I
started the shoot at 7 in
the morning at Film City
and shot till 10 at night.
From  there, I headed
straight to the airport
(my bags were already in
my car boot) and took off

for Mauritius. As soon as
I landed there, started
shooting there for three
days non stop without
break. It was hectic and
the crew didn’t get much
rest but it was all worth
it. I think we were all just
running on pure adrena-
line.”

Sharing details of the
music videos, Vardhan
informs that Na Jaana
Kahin Door is the story of
a middle class couple who
have had a little playful
tiff and the boy is trying
to woo the girl. “I found it
to be a very unique and
novel kind of concept and
I was really excited for it
because it was going to
shot in an enclosed BEST
bus. I loved the idea and
it’s freshness,” he says ex-
citedly. As for Kahan
Chale, the video sees him
alongside Suhani Dahiya
and it’s in the ‘gangster
love story’ kind of space.
“It is unlike anything I
have seen before in India.
We shot for it in
Mauritius in exoctic loca-
tions and my soul was ec-
static,” he concludes.

Vardhan will be next
seen in director Vivek
Agnihotri’s ‘Nautanki’,
alongside veteran actors
including Anupam Kher,
Satish Kaushik and
Pallavi Joshi, two films
with Jio Studios - one di-
rected by Kunal Kohli
and another by Sarim
Momin, a psychological
thriller film with
Endemol Shine and an-
other film he is currently
shooting for, helmed by a
leading studio and being
directed by a national
award winning director.

Vardhan shot for two music
videos in a span of 36 hours!

RR aazz Mahal starring Ridhiema Tiwari, Himanshu Soni and Neha Harsora premiered at 8.30 PM on
Shemaroo Umang. While viewers are excited to decode the mysteries of this suspenseful Mahal,

Ridhiema Tiwari recently spilled a secret about her special connection with Dakini. The actress revealed
that she had been manifesting such a role right after her marriage with Jaskaran Singh. Women are mys-
teriously intuitive and interestingly most women stun their partners by configuring even the oblivious.
In the initial years of marriage my husband would wonder how did I always know the untold truth or pre-
dict something beforehand. I would take advantage of the situation and scare him with my screechy
stare and say that I possess dark magical powers. He dwindled between whether to believe it not and
cracked up with laughter often when this became a repetitive act at home.little did I know that I was
affirming to play the super powerful mysterious beauty Chandralekha -the DAKINI possessing dark mag-
ical powers. When I finally signed RaazMahal and told my husband -Jaskaran Singh about my role , he
got all excited and happy for me but at the same time he made a joke out of it. Raazmahal on Shemaroo
Umang mentions tag line - Dakini ke Rahasya . And he says Duniyawalo aao aakar mujhse poocho ,
Dakini ke saare Rahasya Mujhe pata hai (he knows all of Dakini's secrets) - Tiwari shared. The thrilling
fantasy drama revolves around Chandralekha (Ridhiema) who is an evil character and in quest to
become an immortal, engages in activities which are dark and wicked. She is pitted against
Sunaina(Neha), who is a pure and a kind-hearted soul and eventually gets married to Adhiraj
(Himanshu), the royal prince. He is an obedient and loveable person, who respects everyone but is also
extremely close to Dakini. Filled with love, drama, family, dark magic, suspense, secrets and revenge,
don’t forget to watch. RRaaaazzzz  MMaahhaall  oonn  SShheemmaarroooo  UUmmaanngg  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  SSaattuurrddaayy  aatt  88..3300  PPMM..

Ridhiema
spills a 
secret about
her special
connection
with 'Dakini'

I n a detailed video re-
sponse to the criti-

cism of 'The Kashmir
Files' by the
International Film
Festival of India (IFFI)
jury chairman, Nadav
Lapid, the film's director,
Vivek Agnihotri, invited
"all the intellectuals,
urban naxals and the so-
called accomplished di-
rector from Israel" to
prove that even one
frame of the film was a
piece of propaganda. If
they did it, he declared,
he would stop making
films altogether.

Agnihotri prefaced his
challenge with an emo-
tional statement where,
mixing rhetoric with de-
batable facts, he pointed
out that he was used to
such comments by "ter-
rorist organisations,
urban naxals and people
who wish to make 'tukde
tukde' out of India". The
director said he found it
surprising that "some-
one who had been invit-
ed by the Government of

India, speaking from a
forum created by the
Government of India,
chose to back the narra-
tive of terrorists who
wish to separate
Kashmir from India" and
certain people living in
India then amplified the
message because it suit-
ed their ideology. "These
Indians have used these
pronouncements against
India," Agnihotri said.
"Who are these people?"
he asked and then an-
swered his rhetorical
question saying that
"these were the same
people who have been op-
posed to 'The Kashmir
Files' for the last four
years", since when he
had started researching
the subject of his contro-
versial yet hugely suc-
cessful film. Agnihotri
then went on to empha-
sise that the film was
based on interviews with
700 people who had seen
their near and dear ones
being raped, brutalised
or murdered.

Saiyami Kher turns
to her Marathi roots
for her 'Faadu' role

FF or her part in the upcoming streaming
series 'Faadu- A Love Story', actress

Saiyami Kher went back to her Maharashtrian
roots to draw inspiration for her role of
Manjiri, a Marathi girl in the series. Saiyami is
the granddaughter of famous veteran actress
Usha Kiran, who hailed from a Marathi-speak-
ing family. Directed by Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari,
'Faadu- A Love Story' is about the challenges
and confusions of modern life. Talking about
the same, the actress said: "I remember after
Ashwiny ma'am (Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari, the
director) saw my auditions, our first meeting
was on zoom when I was sitting at my farm.
Ashwiny ma'am said this is exactly who
Manjari is. I see her in you. My character in
'Faadu' is someone who has grown up in the
lap of nature, finds poetry in everything. This
is very close to who I am in real life. I play a
Maharashtrian and because Marathi is my
mother tongue, adding my flavour to the char-
acter wasn't so tough." The actress expressed
gratitude towards the director for giving her a
chance to play such a character, the one
which she considers as one of her
"favourites". "I'm truly grateful to Ashwiny
ma'am because she believed in me from the
word go and kept backing me on this one. She
has given me one of my most favourite char-
ters. I'm so glad I got to work with Pavail. I
loved him in 'Thappad'. And working with him
made my life simpler because he's such a giv-
ing costar. 'Faadu' has taught me a lot. It is up
there in my most special projects yet,"
Saiyami added.
TThhee  wweebb--sseerriieess,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwrriitttteenn  bbyy  SSaauummyyaa
JJoosshhii,,  aallssoo  ssttaarrss  PPaavvaaiill  GGuullaattii  aanndd  wwiillll  ssttrreeaamm
ssoooonn  oonn  SSoonnyy  LLIIVV  oonn  DDeecceemmbbeerr  99..

Prove it's propaganda
and I'll stop making

films: Vivek Agnihotri
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Frappart to make World Cup
history as first woman referee

Doha, Nov 30 (AP):
French referee St phanie
Frappart will become the
first woman to take charge
of a men’s World Cup
game when she handles
Germany vs. Costa Rica on
Thursday in Qatar. FIFA
also picked two women as
assistants to Frappart
Neuza Back of Brazil and
Mexico’s Karen Diaz
Medina to complete an all-
female refereeing team on
the field. A fourth woman
match official FIFA picked
for this World Cup,

Kathryn Nesbitt of the United States, will also be
working at the Al Bayt Stadium as the offside special-
ist in the video review team. Two other women,
Salima Mukansanga of Rwanda and Yoshimi
Yamashita of Japan, are also on the FIFA list to refer-
ee games in Qatar. FIFA made the historic appoint-
ments for the 44th of the 64 games being played in
Qatar. Frappart previously was picked for fourth offi-
cial duties.

Spain faces Japan looking 
to seal last-16 spot

Doha, Nov 30 (AP): After conceding late to miss out
on a victory against Germany, Spain finds itself with
some work left to do against Japan to guarantee its
spot in the round of 16 at the World Cup. It doesn’t
need much, though, as a draw on Thursday will be
enough, and even a loss may allow La Roja to advance
depending on the other Group E result between
Germany and Costa Rica. Japan doesn’t have it as
easy, but a win will guarantee the Japanese a place in
the knockout stage for a second straight time. It
would be the first time Japan advances past the group
stage in back-to-back tournaments. If Japan loses,
though, it will head home no matter what. The
Japanese opened their campaign with a surprising
win over four-time champions Germany before losing
to Costa Rica. They were eliminated by Belgium in
the last 16 in Russia. Spain, which conceded an 83rd-
minute equalizer against Germany, may also go home
with a loss if Costa Rica beats Germany or if the
Germans win big to overcome Spain’s goal difference
after La Roja’s 7-0 opening win over Costa Rica.

Morocco looks to advance in
World Cup, Canada hopes for win

Doha, Nov 30 (AP): Morocco is seeking to reach the
World Cup’s knockout stage for the first time since
1986. Canada, already eliminated, is hoping to leave
Qatar with its first win. Morocco would advance with
a victory or a draw on Thursday night, and also could
reach the round of 16 with a defeat depending on the
result of Belgium’s match with Croatia. The Atlas
Lions opened with a 0-0 tie against Croatia before up-
setting second-ranked Belgium 2-0 on goals by
Romain Sa ss and Zakaria Aboukhlal. Morocco would
play Spain, Germany, Japan or Costa Rica in the start
of the knockout stage. The North African team ad-
vanced in 1986 with 0-0 draws against Poland and
England, followed by a 3-1 win over Portugal. West
Germany won the round of 16 match 1-0 when Lothar
Matth us scored on a 30-yard free kick in the 88th
minute. Morocco and Canada have met once previ-
ously, a 4-0 victory by the Atlas Lions in a 2016 friend-
ly as Hakim Ziyech scored twice.

FIFA says rainbow items are allowed
at World Cup stadiums

Doha, Nov 30 (AP): One day after Iran and Wales
were eliminated at the World Cup, FIFA finally
gave a public assurance Wednesday that rainbow
items and banners supporting protests in Iran will
be allowed into stadiums. Stadium security staff
organized by Qatari authorities had seized items
with rainbow colors and slogans such as “Women.
Life. Freedom” to stop them from getting inside
stadiums. In the first week of the tournament,
seven European teams including Wales lost the
fight to wear multi-colored “One Love” armbands
during World Cup matches and some fans com-
plained they weren’t allowed to bring items with
rainbow colors, a symbol of LGBTQ rights, into
the stadiums of the conservative Islamic emirate.
The match between Iran and the United States on
Tuesday was charged with emotion among Iranian
fans, some of whom had come to Qatar not only to
support their team, but the protest movement back
home with banners and flags.

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Al Rayyan (Qatar), Nov
30 (AP): Marcus Rashford
dropped to his knees and
pointed up to the sky. The
England forward had just
scored against Wales at
the World Cup, starting off
a 3-0 victory that sent his
team into the round of 16.

His celebration, he
said, was in tribute to a
friend who recently
passed away after a
long battle with
cancer. It could
have also been in
celebration of work-
ing his way into the start-
ing lineup in Qatar.

“Moments like this, this
is what I play football for.
The biggest moments, the
best moments,” said
Rashford, who started his
first game of the tourna-
ment. “I’m happy we are
going through to the next
round of the tournament
because I have massive
ambitions for this team
and I think we can play
even better than we did
today.” Rashford scored
two goals at Ahmad Bin
Ali Stadium, making him
the co-leading scorer at
the World Cup with three
goals the same as France
striker Kylian Mbappe
and two others. Phil
Foden, another England
player who made his first
start in Qatar on Tuesday,

got the other. Rashford
played at the last World
Cup in 2018 and also at the
2020 European
Championship, but the 25-
year-old Manchester

United forward was con-
sidered to be fortunate

to make England
coach Gareth
Southgate’s squad
for this year’s tour-
nament. Ever since
his miss in the
penalty shootout

loss to Italy in the Euro
2020 final, Rashford has
been going through a tur-
bulent period in his ca-
reer, compounded by in-
juries. He and teammate
Bukaya Saka, both of
them Black, were racially
abused after missing their
penalties in the shootout
at Wembley Stadium.

“It has been a challenge
for him,” said Southgate,
who also led the team to
the World Cup semifinals
four years ago in Russia.

England advances 
after beating Wales 3-0 Doha, Nov 30 (AP):

Christian Pulisic
kicked the ball, scored
the goal and crashed
into the goalkeeper, a
collision that sent the
American star to a hos-
pital and the United
States into the second
round of the World
Cup.

More than an hour
later, he contacted his
teammates by
FaceTime to join the
celebration.

Pulisic’s 38th-minute
goal had held up, and
the United States had
beaten Iran 1-0 on
Tuesday night in their
politically charged re-
match to advance to
the World Cup’s knock-
out stage.

“Every single player
is ready to lay their
body on the line to
make sure this team is
successful,” midfielder
Weston McKennie said.

After finishing sec-
ond in Group B with
five points, two behind
England, the US plays
the Netherlands on
Saturday with the
chance to reach the
quarterfinals for the
first time since 2002.

“I always say it’s us
against the world,”
winger Tim Weah said,
“cause no one believed

that the US could play
good football.”

Back in the World
Cup after missing the
2018 tour nament, the
US needed a victory to
reach the round of 16.
Iran finished third in
the group with three
points and has failed
to advance in six
World Cup appear-
ances.

“The dream is over,”
Iran coach Carlos
Queiroz said.

McKennie started
the play for the goal
when he lofted the ball

from just past the cen-
ter circle to Sergi o
Dest at the edge of the
6-yard box. Dest head-
ed the ball in front of
the net on a bounce as
Pulisic charged up the
center of the field past
Ramin Rezaeian and
Majid Hosseini.

Twisting his body,
Pulisic redirected the
ball with his right foot
for his 22nd inter na-
tional goal and first in
World Cup play. His
momentum carried
him into goalkeeper
Alireza Beiranvand.

Pulisic goal advances US
with 1-0 win over Iran

Adelaide, Nov 30 (PTI):

A fighting India scored
a last minute goal to stun
world number one side
Australia 4-3 in the third
hockey Test and notch up
their first win in 13 match-
es here on Wednesday. It
was a rare win for India
against Australia, who
had thrashed them 7-0 in
the Birmingham
Commonwealth Games
final earlier this year.

The famous win also
kept the five-match series
alive with Australia lead-
ing 2-1. India had lost 4-5
and 4-7 in the first two
Tests. The fourth match
will be played here on
Saturday and the final one
on Sunday.

Skipper Harmanpreet
Singh (12th minute),
Abhishek (47th),
Shamsher Singh (57th)
and Akashdeep Singh
(60th) scored for India.
Australia’s goals came
from the sticks of Jack
Welch (25th), skipper
Aran Zalewski (32nd) and

Nathan Ephraums (59th).
It was India who took

the lead in the 12th minute
from a penalty corner
through skipper
Harmanpreet, who went
for a placement rather
than brute power. He
placed the ball perfectly to
the right of Australia
goalkeeper Johan Durst.

Australia drew level in
the 25th minute when
Welch scored his third
goal of the series, glanc-
ing in Tim Howard’s
searching ball after an

alert Sreejesh thwarted
Jerry Hayward’s drag-
flick from a penalty cor-
ner.

The home side contin-
ued to press hard after the
change of ends, earning
back-to-back penalty cor-
ners two minutes after the
restart. The second at-
tempt was deflected in by
skipper Zalewski from
Hayward’s indirect try to
take the lead.

India earned an early
penalty corner in the
fourth and final quarter

and Abhishek found the
back of the Australian
net, deflecting in
Harmanpreet’s flick from
close range.

India applied pressure
on the Australian defence
in the final quarter and
managed to secure anoth-
er penalty corner and
Shamser was at the right
place at the right time to
tap in from close after
Jugraj’s initial try was
saved by the opposition
goalkeeper.

It was end-to-end stuff
in the final few minutes of
the game as Australia
earned a penalty corner
soon but Sreejesh stood
like wall in front of the
Indian goal.

A minute from the final
hooter, Australia secured
two consecutive penalty
corner but failed to breach
the Indian defence. But
the match was far from
over as 54 seconds from
time, Akashdeep scored
after being fed by a selfless
Mandeep Singh to hand
India a famous win.

Christchurch, Nov 30 (PTI):

A sloppy India lost the three-
match ODI series against New
Zealand 0-1 after rain  washed out
the third and final game here on
Wednesday. Chasing 220, New
Zealand were cruising at 104/1 in
18 overs, 50 runs ahead of the
Duckworth-Lewis par score,
when rain interrupted the game
yet again in the white-ball series.

Kane Williamson and Co, need-
ing just 116 runs from as many as
32 overs, though had to be con-
tent with a ‘no result’ as the game
was two overs short to be techni-
cally called complete.

Having won the first ODI in
Auckland by seven wickets, New
Zealand thus sealed the series 1-0.

The second match in Hamilton,
too, was abandoned after two
stoppages.

Overall, only two matches in
the six-ball white-ball series pro-
duced result, exposing the poor
planning on part of the con-
cerned authorities. The series
was organised less than a week
after the T20 World Cup in neigh-
bouring Australia. As for India,
the series exposed their flawed
selection policy. It all began with

an inspiring bowling show by the
Kiwi pacers with comeback man
Adam Milne (3/57) and Daryl
Mitchell (7-0-25-3) bundling out
India for 219 in 47.3 overs after
Kane Williamson won a good toss

at an overcast Hagley Oval. The
likes of Rishabh Pant (10 off 16
balls), Suryakumar Yadav (6; 10b)
and Deepak Hooda (12; 25b) were
the biggest failures as they
lacked application and failed to
bide time after Milne rocked the
top-order.

Seeking to save the series,
India found themselves in a spot
of bother, losing half of the side
in 25.3 overs.

But thanks to the efforts by
Washington Sundar (51 off 64
balls; 5x4s, 1x6) and Shreyas Iyer
(49; 59b) India managed to get
past the 200-run mark.

Mline, who sat out the second
ODI, took the opening duo of
Shubman Gill (13; 22b) and
Shikhar Dhawan (28; 45b) after
Matt Henry stifled them with a
tidy bowling display (10-2-29-0),
before Mitchell and Tim Southee
(8.3-1-36-2) wrapped up the issue.

Dhawan and his men were fur-
ther disappointed by an inexperi-
enced bowling attack as they
struggled to get a breakthrough.

Finn Allen (57 from 54 balls;
8x4, 1x6) smashed his fourth ODI
fifty and his 97-run opening part-
nership with Devon Conway (38)
set the tone.

England’s forward #20
Phil Foden celebrates
scoring his team’s     sec-
ond goal during the
Qatar 2022 World Cup
Group B football match
between Wales and
England at the Ahmad
Bin Ali Stadium in
Al-Rayyan, west of Doha.

USA’s forward #10 Christian Pulisic scores his team’s
first goal during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group B
football match between Iran and USA at the
Al-Thumama Stadium in Doha.

New Zealand take ODI series
1-0 after yet another no-result

India stun Australia 4-3 in third hockey
Test to keep five-match series alive

New Zealand’s Kane Williamson
holds the series trophy.

Cox’s Bazar, Nov 30:
Yashasvi Jaiswal and
Abhimanyu Easwaran
struck centuries as India A
dominated the second day
of their first four-day game
against Bangladesh A in
Cox’s Bazar after getting
into a strong position on
the first day when they
bowled the home side out
for 112. The Indian openers
put together 283 runs, the
second-highest opening

stand ever for India A,
against a bowling line-up
that had four internation-
als - Taijul Islam, Khaled
Ahmed, Mosaddek Hossain
and Nayeem Hasan - and
Rejaur Rahman Raja, who
has been knocking on the
door of the national team.
Jaiswal and Abhimanyu
mixed rock-solid defence
with enterprising stroke
play during their associa-
tion, which lasted almost 77
overs. They struck 31 fours
and two sixes between
them, scoring at an even 3.7
for more than three ses-
sions. mPerhaps a break in
the 75th over - there was a
fire nearby - broke their
rhythm, as Jaiswal fell lbw
to Taijul not long after. He
made 145 off 226 balls,
being the slightly more ag-
gressive batter of the two,
hitting 20 fours and a six.
Abhimanyu, the Indian
captainm followed Jaiswal
shortly afterwards, caught
behind off Khaled for 142,
having batted for 255 balls
and hitting 11 fours and
a six.

Jaiswal and 
Abhimanyu hit centuries

as India A dominate

Yashasvi Jaiswal 
celebrates his century.

Perth, Nov 30:

Marnus Labuschagne
weathered an early assault
on a green-tinged Optus
Stadium pitch to compile a
brilliant unbeaten century,
as Australia dominated an
increasingly ragged West
Indies on the opening day
of the first Test to score 293
for 2 at stumps.

Coming to the crease in
the fourth over after the
wicket of opener David
Warner, Labuschagne was
confronted by a pumped-
up attack on a surface with
10mm of grass left on it .
But through century part-
nerships with Usman
Khawaja and an irre-
sistible Steve Smith, he
gained a stranglehold of
the contest and crushed
the hopes of West Indies,
whose chances of ending a
25-year Test drought in
Australia look already for-
lorn after the opening day
of the two-match series.

While most of their
team-mates have lacked
playing red ball cricket,
amid a slew of limited-
overs internationals,

Labuschagne and Khawaja
showed the benefit of a
lengthy preparation
through four Sheffield
Shield matches with
Queensland this season.

Labuschagne has clearly
enjoyed returning to Optus
Stadium, where he scored
143 and 50 against New
Zealand three years ago in
the last Test match played
at the 60,000-seat ground.

Labuschagne’s big hundred
puts Australia in command

Spain’s forward Ferran Torres (R) takes part in a
training session at Qatar University in Doha during
the Qatar 2022 World Cup football tournament.

Morocco players take part in a training session at Al
Duhail SC in Doha.

www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  01,  2022 12


