
Chief Secretary
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: Indian
Administrative Service
officer of the 1990 batch,
K S Jawahar Reddy, was
on Tuesday appointed as
the Chief Secretary of
Andhra Pradesh. He will
replace 1985-batch officer
Sameer Sharma, who will
retire on November 30 at
the end of his one-year
extended service, accord-
ing to an order issued by
Principal Secretary,
General Administration
Department (Political).

New flight 
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Alliance Air on
Tuesday expanded its
wings in the northeast
with the introduction of
flight services on two new
routes --- Dibrugarh-
Itanagar-Ziro route and
Dibrugarh-Itanagar-
Pasighat. Launching the
service virtually, Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya M Scindia
said Arunachal Pradesh is
set to become a land of
opportunities.

Mishap
PPiitthhoorraaggaarrhh:: Two bank
employees died after a car
they were travelling in fell
into a deep gorge here,
police said on Tuesday. The
deceased, identified as
bank manager Ravikant
Mehta (27), and cashier
Triveni Madhav Palaria
(40), were posted at
Didihat branch of Gramin
Bank, they said. The mat-
ter came to light after
Palaria's brother informed
police that his brother,
who had left for office on
Monday, had gone missing.

FIR 
RRaammggaarrhh:: A 24-year-old
woman has registered an
FIR against her 55-year-
old husband for allegedly
giving her triple talaq in
Jharkhand's Ramgarh dis-
trict, police said on
Tuesday. The Centre has
banned instant triple
talaq under which Muslim
men could legally divorce
their wives by simply pro-
claiming the word 'talaq'
three times consecutively.

Watery grave
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The family
members of the two
Indian students, both
friends from Telangana,
who drowned in a lake in
the US last week were
waiting in grief for the
return of the mortal
remains of their loved
ones. The bodies are
expected to reach their
homes on Friday, a rela-
tive of Uthej Kunta said.

Ban lifted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The govern-
ment on Tuesday lifted
the ban on exports of
organic non-basmati rice,
including broken rice
after the easing of
domestic supplies moder-
ated prices. 
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BRIEF

A kite named 'Arjun' trained by
the Indian Army to prey on

ememy drones during India-US
joint exercise 'Yudh Abhyas', at
Auli in Uttarakhand, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Emphasising that cross-
border and ISIS-inspired
terrorism continues to
pose a threat, National
Security Advisory Ajit
Doval said on Tuesday
that Ulemas have a "vital
role" to play in countering
radicalisation and extrem-
ism by propagating pro-
gressive ideas and
thought.

In his opening remarks
at a dialogue between the
Indonesian and Indian del-
egation of Ulema and lead-
ers of other faiths, Doval
said the cooperation of the
civil society is essential in
countering the threat from
ISIS-inspired individual
terror cells and returnees
from theatres like Syria
and Afghanistan.

"...both our countries

have been victims of ter-
rorism and separatism.
While we have overcome
the challenges to a consid-
erable extent, the phenom-
enon of cross-border and
ISIS-inspired terrorism
continues to pose a
threat."

"Cooperation of the civil
society is essential in
countering the threat from
ISIS-inspired individual
terror cells and returnees
from theatres like Syria
and Afghanistan," Doval
said. Emphasising the im-

portant role of Ulema in
Islamic society, Doval said
the aim of the discussion
is to bring together Indian
and Indonesian Ulema and
scholars to promote toler-
ance, harmony and peace-
ful co-existence which will
bolster the fight against vi-
olent extremism, terror-
ism and radicalisation.

Urging the need to devel-
op a common narrative on
deradicalisation, Doval
said in a democracy there
is no place for hate speech,
prejudice, propaganda, de-
monisation, violence, con-
flict and misuse of reli-
gion for narrow ends.

Drawing attention to-
wards youths who are be-
coming the "primary tar-
get" of radicalisation,
Doval said if their ener-
gies are nurtured in the
right direction, they can
become "harbingers of
change" and building
blocks of progress in any
society. He said we also
need to counter disinfor-

mation and propaganda
that can "impede peaceful
co-existence" among the
followers of different
faiths. The NSA said state
institutions also need to
come together to detect
and identify potential neg-
ative influencers and
share information to
counter their activities.

"In this, Ulema, due to
their deep connect with
civil society, can play a
vital role," he said. Doval
said the essence lies in dis-
seminating positive dis-
course far and wide, and
not merely reacting to the
agenda set by inimical
forces. "While technology
is a blessing for humanity,
it is also being misused by
anti-social elements to
spread hatred and for dis-
ruptive purposes. The
Ulema must also be adept
in the use of technology
and utilise various techno-
logical solutions to thwart
the evil designs of propa-
ganda and hate," he said

Bemetara, Nov 29: 

A minor boy allegedly
raped and murdered a 10-
year-old girl residing in his
neighbourhood in
Chhattisgarh's Bemetara
district, police said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place
in the City Kotwali police
station area on Saturday
and the police detained the
17-year-old accused on
Monday, an official said.

Bemetra is located 90 km
from the state capital
Raipur. The victim was
found hanging at her house
under mysterious circum-
stances on Saturday, follow-
ing which a probe was
launched into the incident,
Kotwali station house offi-
cer Amber Singh
Bhardwaj said.

A preliminary investiga-
tion revealed the girl had
been sexually assaulted
and strangled, he said.

After enquiries with lo-
cals, the police zeroed-in on
the accused and detained
him, he said. "The accused
told the police he was ad-
dicted to watching obscene
videos on his mobile phone
and after watching porn,

he barged into the victim's
house and sexually assault-
ed her," the official said.
Fearing the girl would in-
form her family, the ac-
cused allegedly strangled
her with a scarf and
hanged her. He then fled
through the terrace, the of-
ficial said.

Bijapur, Nov 29: 

A constable of the
Central Reserve Police
Force was injured on
Tuesday when a pressure
improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) planted by
Maoists exploded in
Bijapur district, police
said.

The incident took place
in the morning in a forest
near Galgam village under
Usoor police station limits,
where a team of the
CRPF's 168th battalion was
out an anti-Maoist opera-
tion, a senior police official
said. When the patrolling
team was cordoning off the
area, constable Dipak
Paswan stepped on the
pressure IED connection,

triggering the blast that left
him injured, the official
said. Paswan was shifted to
a nearby hospital, the offi-
cial said. A search opera-
tion is currently underway
in the area, he added.

Hyderabad, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Skyroot Aerospace,
which successfully
launched the country's first
private rocket Vikram-S re-
cently, plans to launch
Vikram-1, a much bigger
rocket to place satellites
into orbit, within a year.

The Hyderabad-based
space startup also aims to
slash costs of space travel in
the future.

"..now that we have done
first private rocket launch,
Vikram-S, our next plan is
to launch Vikram-1 which is
a much bigger rocket put-
ting satellites into orbit.
That we want to do within a
year from now," Pawan
Chandana, co-founder of

Skyroot, told PTI here
Monday evening. Skyroot
also wants to become one of
the first few companies in
the world who can place
satellites into orbit. He said
the firm has raised about
USD 68 million, which is the
largest in the aerospace
startup ecosystem in India.

"Of course, it took close to
four years to raise this kind
of capital. Now, we are good
for first few launches to
orbit and then, of course, it
has been very challenging
because first time some-
body went to the market and
raised such large capital,"
Chandana said.Skyroot
would keep on raising more
capital in its journey for-
ward and would like to gen-
erate a good amount of rev-
enue as it starts launching

from next year, he said.
Noting that space travel is

expensive now, he said his
firm aims to slash costs,
make it affordable and in-
crease reliability.

"Today, biggest problem is
that space travel is very
costly. Because, rockets, the
only way to go to space are
very unreliable. Sometimes,
they don't work and also
very expensive. They fall in
the sea and then you are
building something, throw-
ing it away. It's very costly,"
he said.

The Blue Origin of
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
started offering services
such as space travel and it
may take up to 10 years to
become a reality from an
Indian perspective, he
added.

Kurukshetra, Nov 29 (PTI):

Technology is not only a
byproduct of science and en-
gineering but also has a so-
cial and political context,
President Droupadi Murmu
said on Tuesday as she
stressed that all will have to
move forward with the
thought of "technology for
social justice".

Addressing the 18th con-
vocation of National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Kurukshetra, she said,
"Today the whole world is
going through a phase of
rapid change. Due to the
technological revolution, the
nature of jobs as well as the
basic needs of the people is
changing." "These changes
are also challenging the ex-

isting methods of engineer-
ing. In view of changes tak-
ing place due to the techno-
logical shift, it becomes very
important that our technical
institutions including NIT
Kurukshetra become 'future-
ready'," he said.

Murmu, who was on a
two-day visit to Haryana,
said NIT Kurukshetra
which was established in
1963 has played a very signif-

icant role in spreading the
scientific temper in the re-
gion. Over the past six
decades, it has carved a
niche for itself among tech-
nical institutions of higher-
learning in the country and
abroad, she said. The region
of Haryana and Punjab has
made a very important con-
tributions in the develop-
ment of Indian agriculture,
she said.

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Stating that RTE covers
compulsory education up
to class 8th for all stu-
dents, the government has
now limited its pre-matric
scholarship scheme
meant for backward and
minority communities to
students of class 9th and
10th.

Earlier, the pre-matric
scholarship used to cover
education for grades 1 to 8
also belonging to SC, ST,
OBC and minority com-
munities.

The government, in a

notice, justified its deci-
sion by underlining that
the Right to Education
(RTE) Act, 2009 makes it
obligatory for the govern-
ment to provide free and
compulsory elementary
education (classes I to
VIII) to each and every
child. "Accordingly only
students studying in class-
es IX and X are covered
under the Pre-Matric
Scholarship Scheme of
the Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment
and the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs. Likewise from
2022-23, the coverage
under the pre-matric
scholarship scheme of the
Ministry of Minority
Affairs shall also be for
classes IX and X only," the

notice said. The Institute
Nodal Officer
(INO)/District Nodal
Officer (DNO)/State
Nodal Officer (SNO) have
been asked to verify the
applications only for class-
es IX and X under the Pre-
Matric Scholarship
Scheme of the Ministry of
Minority Affairs.

The decision has drawn
a sharp reaction from po-
litical parties.

Congress MP Randeep
Singh Surjewala said, for
decades, children from
SC/ST backgrounds have
been getting scholarships
from classes 1 to 8 but the
government from 2022-23
has stopped the scholar-
ship which is a "conspira-
cy" against the poor.

Hyderabad, Nov 29 (PTI): 

YSR Telangana Party
founder Y S Sharmila was
on Tuesday stopped by po-
lice here when she along
with party workers was
marching towards
Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao's offi-
cial residence complex-
cum-camp office in
protest against the al-
leged attack on her and
her party activists by the
ruling TRS cadre.
Condemning the alleged
attack during the state-
wide padayatra called

'Praja Prasthanam' taken
up by her in Warangal dis-
trict on Monday, the YSR
Telangana Party chief
marched towards the Chief
Minister's camp office. TV
visuals showed during the
march, she got inside a ve-
hicle, (windowpanes of
which were damaged) and
was driving it, but was
stopped by police.

Jaipur, Nov 29 (PTI): 

A day after Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
called both Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his former
deputy Sachin Pilot assets
to the party, the CM on
Tuesday suggested that
the matter rests there.

"When Rahul Gandhi
has said that our leaders
are assets then we are as-
sets... where is the dispute
then," Gehlot said when
asked about the former
party president's observa-
tion. Gehlot's remarks
were in sharp contrast to
the interview he gave last
week to NDTV, calling
Pilot, with whom he is
caught in a tussle for
power, a "traitor". Asked to
comment, Gandhi had told
reporters in Indore on

Monday that both leaders
were assets to the party.

Last week's jibe by
Gehlot and a sharp re-
sponse from Pilot came
just days before Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra is
scheduled to enter
Rajasthan.

"This is the beauty of
our party that after our
top leader says anything,
there is no scope (for fur-
ther argument)," Gehlot
told reporters here before
attending a party meeting
to review preparations for
the yatra.

Kerala woman 
gang-raped by bike

taxi driver, associate 
Bengaluru, Nov 29 (PTI):

A 22-year old woman was
allegedly raped by a bike taxi
driver and his friend, when she
had hired the service to get
dropped at a friend's place,
police said on Tuesday.
They said the incident is said to
have taken place during the
intervening night between Friday
and Saturday, in the Electronic
City Police Station limits.
According to a police source, the
victim is from Kerala. "The
woman had hired a 'Rapido' bike
to go from one friend's house to
another. On the way, the bike
driver took advantage and has
taken her to his place, where he
along with his friend have raped
her. There was another woman
along with them during the
crime, who cooperated and then
tried to hush it up," Bengaluru
Police Commissioner Pratap

Reddy said.

SC allows Mumbai

Metro to pursue

Aarey tree felling
New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday permitted the
Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd to pur-
sue its plea with the rele-
vant authority for felling
84 trees at Mumbai's
Aarey Colony for con-
structing train ramps at
its car shed project, say-
ing it cannot be "oblivi-
ous of serious disloca-
tion" which may be
caused in projects in-
volving "large public
funds".

This significant order
would enable the
MMRCL to seek felling
of 84 trees from the tree
authority to start its con-
struction work which
has been stalled for quite
sometime now and, ac-
cording to Mumbai
Metro, the project cost
has escalated from Rs
23,000 crore to Rs 37,000
crore.

‘ISIS-inspired terror still a threat’
̈ Ulemas have 

vital role in 
deradicalisation

Ajit Doval

CRPF constable
injured in IED blast
̈ Triggered by Maoists

The incident took place on
Wednesday morning in a
forest near Galgam village
under Usoor police station
limits, where a team of the
CRPF's 168th battalion was
out an anti-Maoist opera-
tion.When the patrolling
team was cordoning off the
area, constable Dipak
Paswan stepped on the
pressure IED connection,
triggering the blast that left
him injured.Paswan was
shifted to a nearby hospital.

About the incident

Skyroot Aerospace plans
to launch ‘Vikram-1’

̈ In one year

HEINOUS CRIME

10-year-old girl raped,
killed by minor boy

The victim was found hang-
ing at her house under mys-
terious circumstances on
Saturday, following which a
probe was launched into the
incident. A preliminary
investigation revealed the
girl had been sexually
assaulted and strangled.
After enquiries with locals,
the police zeroed-in on the
accused and detained him.
The accused told the police
he was addicted to watching
obscene videos on his mobile
phone and after watching
porn, he barged into the vic-
tim's house and sexually
assaulted her. Fearing the
girl would inform her family,
the accused allegedly stran-
gled her with a scarf and
hanged her. He then fled
through the terrace.

About the incident

JOINT ARMY EXERCISE

US Army soldiers of 2nd Brigade of the 11th Airborne Division participate in Unarmed Combat terrain
exercise during India-US joint exercise 'Yudh Abhyas', at Auli in Uttarakhand, Tuesday.

‘Have to move forward with thought
of technology for social justice’

Days after ‘traitor’ slur,
Gehlot-Sachin come togetherGovt move on scholarship

hits SC/ST/OBC/minorities
̈ Limits pre-matric

scholarship to
class 9-10

Sharmila’s protest
march stopped

̈ Cops tow away
vehicle with her
inside it

YSR Telangana Party chief Y.S.
Sharmila on her way to the

residence of Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar

Rao, in Hyderabad.
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Bhilai, Nov 29: 

An absconding Satta
King, who was on the run
for the last several
months, has finally sur-
rendered before Durg
Police. He was perturbed
due to rapid action on the
part of Durg police at the
inter-state level.
Continuous police raids in
Durg-Bhilai, Jagdalpur,
Bilaspur, Kota,
Chhindwara, Seoni, Delhi
and Bhopal have broken
the backbone of online
cricket betting rackets.
Involvement of Satta King
Satnam Singh in Mahadev
Book was discovered in
the month of October this
year during a raid in
Kohka area. Since then,
Durg Police was continu-
ously chasing him.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Command and Control
Centre, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that
after receiving the infor-
mation about operation of
online cricket betting
through Mahadev Book
App in the district, Durg
Police launched a special
operation to curb this ille-
gal activity. Under the su-
pervision of ASP (City)

Sanjay Dhruv, CSP (Bhilai
nagar) Nikhil Rakhecha
(IPS) and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui, a joint
team of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Supela
Police Station led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra
(I/c ACCU) and Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela) and Sub-Inspector
Yuvraj Deshmukh (SHO,
Smriti Nagar Chowki) had
raided a house on October

22 in the Housing Board
Colony Kohka. Two per-
sons were found accepting
bets on cricket matches
and operating satta
through Mahadev Book.
Police collected evidence
of online bank transac-
tions through laptop and
mobile. Mukesh Kumar,
Deepak and Srikant were
arrested and 02 laptops
with charger, 09 mobile
phones, and betting record

registers were recovered
from their possession.
During interrogation, the
arrested accused disclosed
the involvement of Jamul
resident Naseemuddin
alias Naseem and Shanti
Nagar resident Satnam
Singh in the online cricket
betting racket. A case was
registered at Smriti Nagar
Chowki and efforts were
made to trace the abscond-
ing accused. The abscond-
ing accused Naseemuddin
alias Naseem has been ar-
rested on November 15.
Police were continuously
tracing the places and
whereabouts of Satnam
Singh in different states of
the country.

The accused Satnam
Singh was continuously
changing his location. He
got disturbed during the
run as he stayed away
from the family. Under the
extreme pressure of po-
lice, Satnam Singh (43) son
of Jagdish Singh a resi-
dent of Shanti Nagar was
forced to surrender before
Durg Police.

02 mobile phones have
been seized from the pos-
session of the accused.
Further action is being
taken from Smriti Nagar
Chowki.

Absconding Satta King 
surrenders under police pressure

Bhilai, Nov 29: District
level Olympic Games were
inaugurated on Monday at
Purai, a village famous for
its swimmers. 2400 players
took part in 14 types of
sports in the playground of
Purai and created history.
The enthusiasm for the
games created a fair-like
atmosphere at Purai. On
the first day of the
Olympics, competitions for
children were held. The
competitions began with a
tug of war, which in-
creased the enthusiasm
among players and audi-
ences.

Chief Guest of the pro-
gramme, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Rivendra Yadav in
her address said that this
game has been organized
in Purai and it is also an
honor for the players of
Purai. It is the honor of
those players who prac-
ticed in their pond and left
behind the players who
practiced in the swimming
pool. She said that recently
these players also partici-
pated in the competition
held in Nepal.

In his address, Bhilai
Charoda Municipal
Corporation Mayor
Nirmal Kosre said that
Chhattisgarh government

under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is protecting its tra-
ditions. Right now, efforts
have been made to save
sports traditions through
the Chhattisgarhiya
Olympics. People were for-
getting the rules of tradi-
tional games. After a long
gap, people played these
games and lived the old
beautiful memories. Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha was
also present during this

event and encouraged the
players. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena in his address said
that in the first phase of
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics, when these
games were being held in
rural areas, a large crowd
was gathering to witness
the games. Collector said
that he witnessed a fair-
like atmosphere during his
visits to Rural Olympics.
In the district event also,

the same enthusiasm is
visible. This initiative of
the state government is
helping in saving the sport-
ing traditions. Many older
people took part in rural
sports after a long time
and remembered their
childhood. The initiative of
the state government to
promote its local sports
has been welcomed by the
general public with great
enthusiasm. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan praised the ad-
ministrative officers for or-
ganizing the grand sport-
ing event and for conduct-
ing the game in an
arranged manner. District
Education Officer Abhay
Jaiswal and District Sports
Officer William Lakra
were also present.

District level Olympic Games
commences at Khelgaon Purai

Bhilai, Nov 29: 

Various educational in-
stitutes have organised
week long events to cele-
brate the anniversary of
the adoption of the
Constitution of India.
Students and people are
being urged to abide by
the values enshrined in
the preamble to the
Constitution. On the in-
structions of National
Legal Services Authority
(NLSA) New Delhi and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority
(SLSA) Bilaspur and
under the guidance of
District and Sessions
Judge Sanjay Jaiswal
(Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority), vari-
ous schools / colleges of
the district are celebrating
Constitution Week from
November 26 to December
02. Under this pro-
gramme, paralegal volun-
teers of the District Legal
Services Authority, Durg,
are organizing legal
awareness camps in vari-
ous schools / colleges.
They are making the stu-
dents aware of the funda-
mental rights and funda-
mental duties. They are
also elaborating the re-
sponsibilities as well as
the importance of the

Legal Services Authority.
They are also elaborating
the importance of legal
awareness. On the occa-
sion of Constitution Day,
DLSA Secretary Ashish
Dahriya was present as
the chief guest at St
Thomas College.
Addressing the college
students, he detailed
about fundamental duties,

fundamental rights and
the right to education
mentioned in the constitu-
tion. He highlighted the
importance of the
Constitution of India.

Under the guidance of
DLSA Secretary Ashish
Dahariya, painting, slo-
gan and essay writing
competitions were organ-
ised by paralegal volun-

teers and school staff at
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School, Khursipar. The
school students participat-
ed enthusiastically and
made an innovative effort
to share their understand-
ing of the Constitution
through their paintings,
slogans and essays. Vinay
Ghanshala, a paralegal
volunteer of the District
Legal Services Authority,
tried to legally empower
the students of Swami
Atmanand Government
English School Khursipar
and gave information
about the fundamental
rights, right to education,
and fundamental duties
mentioned in the constitu-
tion.

Educational institutes celebrate Constitution Week 

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2299::  Safety Circle
training began at SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant at HRD department
on Tuesday to strengthen
Safety culture at BSP. This
training was organised by
Safety Engineering
Department of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant. This unique pro-
gramme was inaugurated by Dr
AK Panda, ED (F&A). Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRD & BE) and GP
Singh, Acting CGM (Safety and
Fire Services) were present as
Special Guests on the occa-
sion.  GP Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety and Fire Services)
spoke about the necessity of
Safety Circle to strengthen
Safety culture at BSP. Singh
shared his experiences related
to Safety and shared the target
of Zero fatal accidents in the
year 2023. He also welcomed
the dignitaries and participants
during the training pro-
gramme. Chief Guest Dr AK
Panda, ED (F & A) while inau-
gurating the training stated
that Safety is of primary con-
cern in the Plant. We must aim
towards zero fatalities and stop

all chances of accidents. Every
life is precious and we must not
lose even a single life. Hence,
we have started this unique ini-
tiative of Safety Circle. This ini-
tiative will bring about positive
change in Safety culture, he
said. The work done by Safety
warriors with dedication
towards Safety is laudable, he
said. Let us set a benchmark in
Safety in the Steel sector. I’m
sure Team Bhilai will be in the
forefront in Safety, he added.
Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HRD & BE)
stated that we are sowing a
seed through Safety Circle
which will grow into a massive
tree in Safety culture in the
future. We are securing the
future through this initiative,
he said. Dr AR Sontake, GM
(Safety) was the compere and
coordinator for the pro-
gramme. The Vote of Thanks
was also given by Dr AR
Sontake. Behavioural Safety
training was imparted during
this one-day programme.
Different tools and techniques
of Safety Circle were elaborat-
ed in the programme.

Let us set a Safety benchmark
in the Steel sector: AK Panda

Bhilai, Nov 29: Bhilai
Municipal Commissioner
Rohit Vyas issued the
order of new charge while
making partial reshuffle
in the charge of the zone
commissioners to tighten
the work of the corpora-
tion. In the order, Pooja
Pillay posted in Zone No 02
has been assigned the re-
sponsibility of Zone
Commissioner in Zone No
04 Shivaji Nagar,
Khursipar. Similarly, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma posted in Zone No
04 has been assigned the
responsibility of Zone
Commissioner Zone No 03,
Mother Teresa Nagar and
Yesha Lahare, who is per-
forming the responsibility
of Zone Commissioner in
Zone Number-03 has been
posted in Zone 02
Vaishalinagar.

As per the provisions
mentioned in section 69 (4)
of the Municipal
Corporation Act, 1956, the
Commissioner delegated
the powers to Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi for approval of
advance amount against
provident fund of third
and fourth grade employ-
ees; verification and sign-
ing of service book after

appointment of regular
employees; attestation of
academic and caste certifi-
cates; and approval of
earned leave, casual leave,
salary and other al-
lowances as per the rules
of all department heads,
superintending engineers,
zone commissioners, as-
sistant engineers, sub-en-
gineers, assistant revenue
officers, revenue inspec-
tors, sanitation inspectors,
and other employees. He
has been further autho-
rised to sign the letters
from the directorate, fami-
ly welfare, payment of
group insurance claim,
case of final settlement
and signing of passbook of
the retired and deceased
officers and employees; as
well as approval of ex-gra-
tia amount in case of acci-
dental death of officer/em-
ployee.

BMC Commissioner changes
areas of zone commissioners

Bhilai, Nov 29: 

The fun-fest organised
by Sanjay Rungta Group
of Institutions (SRGI)
was a tremendous suc-
cess. The goal of this
event was community
participation after endur-
ing almost three years of
Covid pandemic. It was
an annual event featuring
great shopping, exciting
fun-filled games, deli-
cious food, traditional art
& craft, apparel & acces-
sories, jewellery & cos-
metics, fashion & style,
automobiles, a kids’ zone
and many other major at-
tractions. There were ac-
tivities for the entire fam-
ily. The famous actor of
Chhattisgarh film indus-
try Padma Anuj Sharma

performed in this event.
The event saw the par-

ticipation of SRGI stu-
dents, faculty and
renowned business estab-
lishments of the city.
There was an array of ex-
citing activities for all age
groups and entry to the
event was free for the gen-
eral public among whom
the winners of the lucky
draw were Sapna Rajak,
Aman Prajapati, Rashmi
Soni, Arshi Jain and
Bhupesh Dewangan.
Winners of the most pop-
ular food stalls were from
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
(RIPS), Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Research
(RIPSR) & Hotel
Management and

Catering Technology
(HMCT). Winners of the
most popular game stalls
were from Rungta Public
School (RPS) & Rungta
Private ITI. In the pro-
gram, free dental exami-
nation was done by
Rungta Super Specialty
Dental Clinic and com-
plete information related
to dental treatment was
given to the public.

Anuj Sharma greeted
the audience wholeheart-
edly and gave mesmeriz-
ing presentation of
Chhattisgarhi songs. He
thanked SRGI Chairman
Sanjay Rungta along with
his colleague Sunil
Tiwari for the invitation
to perform in front of a
wonderful audience. A
live band of Khagesh and
team was also present for
the entertainment of
guests.

SRGI Chairman Sanjay
Rungta and Director
Saket Rungta said that by
implementing ventures
in the fun fest, the practi-
cal knowledge of the stu-
dents increases. Work is
being done for the all-
round development of the
students along with the
quality education provid-
ed by the organization.

Fun Fest at SRGI a grand success Pt Sudhir Mishra 
B h i l a i :
Retired BSP
employee Pt
S u d h i r
Mishra left for
h e a v e n l y
abode at the

age of 84 years on Monday.
Funeral procession was
taken out from his resi-
dence situated at Avenue
B, Sector 1 and last rites of
the mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Neeraj Mishra
and Pankaj Mishra.

Anant Rao Chaudhary 
B h i l a i :
Retired Vice
Principal of
ITI Bhilai,
Anant Rao
C h a u d h a r y
left for heav-

enly abode at the age of
89 years. Funeral pro-
cession was taken out
from his residence situ-
ated at MIG2/2269,
Housing Board Colony
and last rites of the
mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Ravi
Chaudhary and Avinash
Chaudhary.

Obituary

Bhilai, Nov 29: 

The closing ceremony of
the National Library Week
celebrations was held at St
Thomas College. Here it
needs a mention that to
foster the spirit of learn-
ing among youth, the
Central Library of the col-
lege organised various
contests throughout the
week. Dr Jyoti Bakshi,
Head of the Department of
Botany & Co-convenor of
the Library Development
Committee applauded the
students for their active
participation & exhorted
them to make maximum
utilization of library facil-
ities & services.

Chief Guest of the occa-
sion Dr MG Roymon,
Principal, St Thomas
College, emphasized the
valuable role played by li-
braries & librarians in
transforming lives and
strengthening communi-
ties. He then felicitated the
champions of the contests
and motivated them to sur-

pass their performance
while hoping that it would
spur their peers to attain
similar excellence in
spheres of academics and
co-curricular activities.
The function culminated
with the vote of thanks
proposed by Ritu Biswas,
Librarian of the Central
Library of the institution

& Convenor of the
Library Development
Committee. She asseverat-
ed that though state-of-the
art digital libraries open
new vistas in learning,
they cannot ever over-
shadow traditional li-
braries and their ambi-
ence in pursuit of knowl-
edge.

Closing ceremony of National Library Week organised

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2299:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s Steel Melting Shop 3 (SMS
3) set another milestone by creat-
ing a new daily record of 71 heats
on November 28, 2022. SMS 3 sup-
plies cast billets to the Modex unit
Bar and Rod Mill and other units like
Merchant Mill and Wire Rod mill.
Anirban Dasgupta, Director In-
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant visited
the site and congratulated the team
for the milestone achievement.
Anjani Kumar, Executive Director
(Works) also passed on his best
wishes to the SMS 3 collective. 

Steel Melting Shop creates new Daily Record of 71 Heats
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School girls are travelling standing behind the auto, putting their lives at risk and are unaware of likely 

consequence, with no action by the traffic police!

Free dialysis facility for kidney
patients in nine districts

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: On the
initiative of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, arrangements
have been made for free
dialysis for kidney pa-
tients in nine districts of
the state. This service of
the state government is
being made available free
of cost to sick patients of
every category. So far,
more than 13 thousand
free dialysis sessions
have been done in the
state. Free dialysis facili-
ty is being provided by
the National Health
Mission Chhattisgarh in
nine districts of the state,
Durg, Kanker, Korba,
Bilaspur, Jashpur,
Surguja, Mahasamund,
Bijapur and
Rajnandgaon. For this,
five machines have been
installed in Jashpur,

Durg and Kanker dis-
tricts, four each in
Ambikapur and
Mahasamund, six in
Korba, three in Bijapur
and four in Bilaspur
(three in Sims Medical
College and one in
Bilaspur Kovid Hospital).
It is notable that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel is

running several schemes
related to health facilities
for the convenience of
the public. Through these
schemes, medicines and
better health facilities are
being made available free
of cost to the common
people. Patients who have
to undergo dialysis due to
kidney disease, they have
to spend from one thou-
sand rupees to 15 thou-
sand rupees for one time
dialysis in private hospi-
tals. Concerned about the
patients suffering from
kidney disease, the Chief
Minister has made
arrangements for free
dialysis in nine districts
of the state. So far, 13
thousand 798 free dialysis
sessions have been done
in these nine district hos-
pitals in the state. Of
these, more than 4885
dialysis were conducted
in Durg district, 4872 in
Korba, 4230 in Kanker,
3504 in Bilaspur, 2631 in
Mahasamund, 1390 in
Surguja, 942 in Bijapur
and 675 in Jashpur.

CG defeats Odisha by 9
wickets in U-25 cricket

Raipur, Nov 29: Unbeaten
tons by opener Ayush
Pandey (121 off 144) and
Sanjeet Desai (114 off 109)
led Chhattisgarh to a com-
fortable nine-wicket win
against Odisha in a One
Day match played at
Saurashtra Cricket
Association Stadium on
Tuesday under the BCCI
Vijay Hazare Trophy.

Winning the toss,
Odisha opted to bat first,
but the team was all-out
for 266 with two balls to
spare in the 50-over match.
Subhankar Biswas hit 100
off 104 including 12 fours
and one six while Sandeep
Pattnaik made 64 off 55.
Earlier, Nishikant Rout
made 33 off 77. Vijay
Yadav and Vishvash Malik
took four and three wick-
ets respectively while
Vasudev Bareth took two
and U M Tiwari claimed
one wicket.

Chasing the target,
Chhattisgarh won the
match by nine wickets
with five balls to spare.
Aditya Singh made 29 off
42 for Chhattisgarh.
Harshit Rathod took the
only wicket for Odisha.

UTD wins Raipur Sector
Kho-Kho tournament

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29:
University Teaching
Department (UTD) of Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University Raipur won
the Raipur Sector Inter
College Kho-Kho com-
petition being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Gurukul Mahila
Mahavidyalaya here de-
feating Govt DB Girls
College with the score of
14-1 in the final match

here.
Providing the above

information in a state-
ment issued here, the
Organizing Secretary
Dr Rinku Tiwari said
that Chairman of
College Management
Committee Dr Ajay
Tiwari was present as
chief guest of the con-
cluding ceremony dur-
ing which Dr Reeta
Venugopal, Dr Ravindra
Mishra and others were
present.

Workshop on medico legal care and protocol for sexual violence victims 
Raipur, Nov 29: As many
as 76 doctors from various
government hospitals of
the state received training
regarding the guidelines
and protocols for medico-
legal care of victims of
sexual violence at a day-
long workshop, organized
in the lecture hall of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
here today.

The workshop, organ-
ized in collaboration with
the National Health
Mission, Chhattisgarh ac-
cording to guidelines of
Health and Family

Welfare Ministry,
Government of India, was
inaugurated by Medical
College Dean Dr Tripti
Nagaria, Former DME Dr
RK Singh, Head of the
Department of Forensic
Medicine Dr Snigdha
Jain, Head of PSM

Department Dr Nirmal
Verma, Head of
Physiology Dr Sumit
Tripathi and Dr
Shailendra Agrawal.

Addressing the work-
shop, Tripti Nagaria said
that the treatment and
medico-legal documenta-

tion of sexual violence
victims should be done
with sensitivity. Doctors
should collect medical evi-
dence of such cases as per
the guidelines of the
Government of India, she
added. Imparting training
to doctors the Head of
Forensic Department Dr
Snigdha Jain told that safe
kit should be used proper-
ly during the examination
of sexual violence victims
and collecting evidence.
Medical examination of
the victim should be done
keeping in view her digni-
ty, she added.

According to the
Former Head of the
Forensic Department, Dr
RK Singh consent of the
victim is necessary for the
medico-legal examina-
tion. No investigation can
be done without the con-
sent of the victim, he said.
Assistant Professor of
Forensic Dept Nagendra
Singh Sonwani explained
the step-by-step collection
of clothes, vaginal and
anal swabs, blood, blood
stains, nail pieces, hair
and other evidence
through hands-on work-
shop.

‘Protection from noise pollution 
fundamental right of every individual’

Raipur, Nov 29: District
Judge and Chairman,
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur
Santosh Sharma has
taken cognizance of
noise of DJ in Civil Line
and Gol Bazar Raipur
area on the intervening
night of 22-23 November.
Sound amplifiers used by
DJ operators and organ-
izers caused noise pollu-
tion which caused trou-
ble to the people.

Law students submit-
ted a written application
to the District and
Sessions Judge Santosh
Sharma seeking strict ac-
tion against the opera-
tors and organizers.
Taking immediate cog-
nizance of this the
District Judge and
Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority,
Raipur Santosh Sharma
issued instructions to the
C o l l e c t o r ,
Superintendent of Police
and concerned station in-
charge to inform the
District Legal Services

Authority, Raipur about
the action taken against
those responsible for
noise pollution.

The district adminis-
tration and the police ad-
ministration have as-
sured that the stern ac-
tion will be taken against
the concerned persons as
per the rules. Apart from
this, the District Judge
has also directed that
strict compliance of the
orders of Supreme Court
and High Court and pro-
visions of Noise Act
should be followed in the
entire district.

Two incidents of chain snatching

within 15 minutes in broad daylight

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: The in-
cidents of chain snatch-
ing have increased once
again in the capital
Raipur. Bike riders es-
caped after carrying out
two incidents of chain
snatching within 15 min-
utes in the city. Two eld-
erly women have fallen
victims to chain snatch-
ing incidents that took
place in Civil Line and
Didinagar areas.

Police found in prelim-

inary investigation that
both the incidents were
carried out by the same
bikers. On scanning the
CCTV camera installed
near the areas of inci-
dents, footage of the
snatchers has been
found. On the basis
CCTV footage search is
on.

Civil Line Police sta-
tion in-charge
Satyaprakash Tiwari
said that Shakuntala
Khunte (55), a resident of
Old Rajendranagar
Durga Mandir Gali, was
going home from Katora
Talab after shopping
with her granddaughter
Aaradhya Bagh at 3:30
pm. When she reached
near JB furniture, a bike

rider behind her pulled
the gold chain from her
neck and quickly ran to-
wards the Ring Road.

Biker of normal
stature was wearing hel-
met so the woman could
not see his face. He had a
black bag hanging on his
back. The cost of the
looted chain has been
said to be Rs 40,000.
Earlier, at 3:15 pm,
Johattarin Bai Sahu (65),
who had come from
Arjuni of Dhamtari dis-
trict to attend the mar-
riage ceremony in DD
Nagar Sector 2 fell victim
to chain snatching inci-
dent. Chain snatcher on
a motorcycle ran away
after pulling chain from
her neck.

Cong govt hatching conspiracy to
deny tribal’s democratic rights: BJP
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday ac-
cused the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to hatch conspir-
acy to snatch the demo-
cratic right of the Tribal
community.

In a joint statement is-
sued here, the senior
BJP leaders including
Nand Kumar Sai,
Vishnu Deo Sai,
Nankiram Kanwarm,
Ramvichar Netam,
Vikram Usendi, Mohan
Mandavi, Kedar
Kashyap, Lata Usendi
and Vikas Markam al-
leged that the Congress
CM Bhupesh Baghel has
hatched a conspiracy
with the neighbouring
Jharkhand Government
to stop the Tribal Youth

to enter into electoral
fray amidst apprehen-
sion of possible defeat.
The BJP leaders said
that the anti-tribal face
of Congress has been ex-
posed with the denial of
reservations to them in
govt jobs as well as edu-
cation. They added that
the Jharkhand Govt has
executed the conspiracy
against the BJP nomi-
nee Bramhanand Netam
in Bhanupratappur
against the favour
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment had given to them
to safeguard the MLAs
from neighbouring
Jharkhand during the
political crisis recently.
They said that the Tribal
Community would not
tolerate the injustice to
the Tribal youth and
would teach it a lesson
in the by-elections.

BJP leaders providing crime
details against Netam: Bhagat

Raipur, Nov 29: The poli-
tics has heated up in state
after rape charges against
the BJP candidate for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Bramhanand Netam and
both the Congress and
BJP have entered into
phase of allegations and
counter-allegation on each
other. At one place where
the BJP has charged
Congress of doing conspir-
acy against its candidate,
on the other, Congress
MLA and Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat said that
the document related to

Bramhanand Netam’s
crime charges has been
given by BJP leader. He
charged that there is lot of
internal feud between BJP
leaders and they are pro-
viding crime records of
each other to Congress.
Bhagat said that first BJP
should better its position
and credentials at home
and then lament any
charges against Congress.

Meanwhile after the is-
suing of summons and no-

tices to three accused in
the rape case including
Bramhanand Netam on
Tuesday morning, calling
them to Kotwali Thana,
but none reached there, in-
cluding Netam. In place of
BJP candidate Netam, a
five member representa-
tives of BJP reached
Kotwali thana. This in-
cluded Akaltara MLA
Saurabh Singh, BJP work-
er Nandu Ojha and advo-
cates. The delegation held
talks with the Jharkhand
police in closed room.

On the other hand,
Bramhanand Netam in-
stead of reaching police
station, was seen cam-
paigning in the district.
Till the writing of these
lines, no arrest of any of
the three accused was
made, including Netam.

J’khand Police summon BJP’s
by-poll candidate, 3 others

Kanker, Nov 29: The
Jharkhand Police have
summoned Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candi-
date for the December 5
Bhanupratappur by-poll in
Chhattisgarh and three
others who have been
named as accused in a
rape case in the neigh-
bouring state.

According to the police
notices dated November
28, all the four persons, na-
tives of Kanker district in
Chhattisgarh, have been
asked to appear at Kanker
police station at 10 am on
Tuesday and cooperate in
the investigation into the
case.

On November 20, the
ruling Congress had
claimed former BJP MLA
Brahmanand Netam, the
saffron party’s nominee
for the Bhanupratappur

by-poll, was accused in a
rape case lodged at Telco
police station in
Jamshedpur on May 15,
2019 and that he allegedly
concealed the offence reg-
istered against him in his
election affidavit.

A police team from
Telco police station in
Jharkhand reached
Kanker on Monday and
contacted local police to
trace the whereabouts of
Netam and three other ac-

cused Keshav Sinha,
Naresh Soni and
Deepankar Sinha, a sen-
ior Chhattisgarh Police
official said.

The case was lodged
under sections 366 A
(procuration of minor
girl), 376 (rape), 376 AB
(rape on a woman under
twelve years of age) and
other relevant section of
the Indian Penal Code,
provisions of the
Protection of Children

from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, and The
Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, he said.

The Jharkhand Police
team carried out searches
at various places in the
district on Monday, the of-
ficial said.

On Tuesday morning,
the Jharkhand cops ac-
companied by local police
were seen outside the
houses of all the four ac-
cused and serving the no-
tices.

The Jharkhand Police
team’s arrival has trig-
gered a political storm
with the opposition BJP
in Chhattisgarh on
Monday accusing Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
of hatching a conspiracy
by colluding with the
Hemant Soren-led gov-
ernment in Jharkhand to
malign Netam’s image,
fearing defeat in the by-
polls.
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Till now more than 13
thousand free dialysis
done

Legal action to be taken
against the violator

Bike riders abscond
after pulling chains
from necks of two
women

Instead of Netam, five-
member delegation
from BJP reaches
Thana, hold talks with
J’khand police

In rape case

Raipur, Nov 29:
Chhattisgarh failed to
qualify for the knock-out
stage of the Cooch Behar
Trophy after being defeat-
ed by Vadodara by an in-
nings and 57 runs in the
four-day match.

Opting to bat first,
Chhattisgarh could post
172 runs on the scoreboard
in the first innings despite
a steady start provided by
openers Ashish Kumar
Dahariya (32 off 59) and
Gaurav Mishra (25 off 47).

In the middle and tail, no
other batsmen, except
Rohit Netani (28 off 53),
Ambrish Kumar Singh (25
off 88), Dev Aditya Singh
(29 off 44) and captain
Mayank Verma (11 off 34),
could reach double figures.

Priyanshu Moliya re-
mained the most economi-
cal and highest wicket tak-
ing bowler for Vadodara as
he claimed four scalps in
his 7.4 over spell. He
bowled four maiden overs
and conceded only five
runs.

In response, Vadodara

declared their innings on
439 for nine as captain
Priyanshu Moliya scored
123 off 196. Bhoite con-
tributed a quick-fire 85 off
88 while Aayush,
Bhavishya Bhavesh Patel
and Paras Kotwal scored
70, 68 and 27 respectively.

Wicket-keeper batsman
Dhruv Patel remained un-
beaten on 27. Spinner
Prashant Singh and medi-
um pacer Bharat
Gondwani claimed four
and three wickets respec-
tively for Chhattisgarh.
Varun Singh Bhuie and
Dev Aditya Singh took one
wicket each.

Trailing 267 in the first
innings, Chhattisgarh
were bundled out for 210
with six overs to go for the
draw. Captain Mayank
scored 70 off 189 while
Rohit and Ambrish con-
tributed 28 and 24 respec-
tively. Bharat remained un-
beaten on 21 from 21 balls.

Chhattisgarh failed to
qualify for the knock-out
stage with two wins and
two loses.

Vadodara defeats CG in
Cooch-Bihar Trophy

Central Chronicle News

Narayanpur, Nov 29:
Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
being operated in the
District Hospital of
Narayanpur District
Headquarters has
gained popularity in
no time.

The store has been
opened under the Shri
Dhanwantri Generic
Medical Store Yojana
launched by Chief
Minister Shri Bhupesh
Baghel last year with

an aim to provide
generic medicines to
the needy and under-
privileged at nominal
prices. So far, 7, 925 peo-
ple have purchased
medicines worth Rs
59.51 lakh from this
store operated in the
district hospital. For
this, they had to pay
even less than half the
price i.e. about Rs 22.14
lakh.

Under this scheme,
generic medicine med-
ical stores are being op-
erated in all urban bod-
ies of the state.

In these shops, dis-
counts ranging from 50
to 70 per cent are being
given on generic medi-
cines from reputed
companies in the coun-
try. With the inception
of this scheme, people
here have got a huge re-
lief from hefty medi-
cine bills and are get-

ting high-quality
generic medicines at
nominal prices.

The amount thus
saved is being used by
people for other impor-
tant work.

The buyers are
happy with the price
and quality of medi-
cines.

Meanwhile, about
251 types of generic
medicines and 27 surgi-
cal products are being
sold in these medical
stores. Medicines for
common ailments like
cold, cough, and fever,
and for other diseases
like diabetes and blood
pressure as well as sur-
gical items are avail-
able in these stores at
discounted rates. In ad-
dition, Sanjeevani-
Chhattisgarh Herbals
products, cosmetics
and baby food are also
available for sale here.

Workshop on Skill Initiative and
Entrepreneurship held at CU

Bilaspur, Nov 29: A work-
shop was organized on the
theme - “Skill Initiative
and Entrepreneurship
Opportunity in the field of
Herbal Cosmetic and
Herbal Products” on
Friday Nov 25, at the
Department of Pharmacy,
Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur.

On this occasion,
S w a v a v l a m b i
Chhattisgarh Coordinator
Prof. Ratnesh Singh, Head
of Department Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Professor V.D.
Rangari, Dr. Aditya
Trivedi, Principal
Sanjeewani College of
Pharmacy and Director
Lavanaya Healthcare
Neeta Jha Founder
Nipurn Hebal Company
Raipur, Dr. Alok
Kushwaha, Coordinator,
GGV Incubation cell, Dr.
Namita Sharma, Director
Woman study center, GGV
and many teachers and
students of the university

were present.
Total 70 delegates from

different colleges and
Universities participated
in the workshop. In the
Inaugural session of work-
shop Prof. Ratnesh Singh,

highlighted the self-reliant
mission of the Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya.

Dr. Alok Kumar
Kushwaha inspired the
students to become entre-

preneur and assure to help
aspirants through incuba-
tion cell of university.
Mrs. Neeta Jha demon-
strated the production of
different types of herbal
cosmetics from natural in-
gredients. Prof. Shruti
Rathore, Principal, LCIT
college of Pharmacy
chaired the session.

In post lunch session,
two herbal formulations
Ashwagandha powder and
Triphala Churna were
produced during the work-
shop under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Aditya Trivedi.
Prof. Sweety Lanjhiyana,
Chouksey School of
Pharmacy chaired this
session. Delegates partici-
pated in the workshop en-
thusiastically and learned
the production of herbal
products. The Convenor
of workshop was Head of
Department Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, and coordinators
were Dr. Ravi Shankar
Pandey and Dr. Arjun
Patra.

Civic action program organized at Dubbatota

Konta, Nov 29: Under the
guidance of Arvind Rai,
DIG (Operations) Sukma
Range and Sarang,
C o m m a n d a n t - 1 5 0
Battalion S.S. Hokip, 2nd
Commanding Officer
(Operations) and Kiran
Gangaram Chavhan IPS,
ASP Sukma and 150
Battalion CRPF, a  Civic
Action Program was or-
ganized by the camp of the
force, in which Vikas
Kumar Rai, Deputy
Commandant and R.P.
Sharma, Deputy
Commandant - 150
Battalion CRPF,
Vivekanand Prasad

(Assistant Commandant),
Chandra Prakash Tiwari
(Assistant Commandant),
Mukesh Kumar Singh
(Assistant Commandant),
Krishna Kumar (Assistant
Commandant), Rakesh
Kumar Sharma (Assistant
Commandant)  ), Dr.
Aditya Ranjan Prasad
(Medical Officer)-150

Battalion, District Police
Sukma Chhattisgarh were
present. In the presence of
Gram Panchayat
Secretary, Head,
Sarpanch, about 200 to 300
villagers, women and chil-
dren from each village es-
tablished 150 Battalions
CRPF actively participat-
ed in the civic action pro-

gram organized. In which
the villagers were given
blankets, cooking utensils
and materials related to
writing and sports for the
children by Sarang
C o m m a n d a n t - 1 5 0
Battalion in village
Pidmel, and Kiran Chavan
IPS, ASP Sukma, due to
which there is a wave of
happiness among the chil-
dren and the villagers.

Dr. Aditya Ranjan
Prasad (Medical Officer) -
150 Battalion distributed
necessary medicines to
sick children, old men and
women in the village by
treating them properly.
During the above organ-
ized civic action program,
the villagers were fed
lunch.

During the above organ-
ized civic action program,
the villagers were duly in-

formed about various wel-
fare schemes like health,
physical nutrition and ed-
ucation being run by the
government and  The med-
ical team of 150 Battalion
distributed necessary
medicines while giving
health related information
to the present villagers
and also made women
aware about women em-
powerment and education
for children.

After that, the civic ac-
tion program was formal-
ly concluded by providing
food to all the villagers,
women and children who
had come to the civic ac-
tion program. There is a
wave of happiness among
all the villagers due to the
benefits received from the
Civic Action Program or-
ganized by the said 150
Battalion CRPF.

Intensive TB and leprosy search

campaign from Dec 1-21
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 29: In
Bemetara istrict, an in-
tensive TB and Leprosy
search campaign will be
conducted in all develop-
ment blocks from
December 1- 21, 2022, for
the preparation of
which, under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer, Block Medical
Officers, Block Program
Managers of all develop-
ment blocks at the dis-
trict level.

The training program
of Nodal Officer, Block
Extension Training
Officer, District and
Block Coordinator
Mitanin Program, Ayush

doctor, CHC and PHC in-
charge STS, STLS was
completed at the district
level on Nov 29. In the
training program, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr. GL Tandon
said that during this
campaign every possible
patient will be identified
and treated, so that TB
and leprosy infection can
be prevented. He asked
the concerned officers to
work according to regu-
lar monitoring and
guidelines for successful
operation of the pro-
gramme.

District Leprosy
Eradication Officer Dr.
Jitendra Kumar Kunjam
said that in the intensive
TB and leprosy cam-

paign, Mitanins will go
door-to-door in their
work area from Dec 1 -21
to identify potential pa-
tients on the basis of
symptoms of TB and lep-
rosy. From Dec 16-21, the
probable TB and leprosy
patients detected by
Mitanins will be re-in-
spected by the RHO and
MT of the concerned
area. District
T u b e r c u l o s i s
Eradication Officer Dr.
KD Sahu told that a list of
potential TB and leprosy
patients will be prepared
and sent to PHC and CHC
level. Where TB and lep-
rosy patients found after
verifying the potential
patients sent will be
treated.

Employment cum skill
fair today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: District
Panchayat and District
Skill Development
Authority, Raipur is going
to organize Employment
cum Skill Fair at
Livelihood College Jora
Raipur from 11 am on
30th November, under
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Gramin Kaushal Yojana.
As many as 15 private sec-
tor establishments will
conduct interviews for ap-

pointment to more than
500 vacancies in this
placement camp.
Information about self-
employment schemes of
the government and
training related to skill
development will also be
given. Assistant Director
District Skill
Development Authority
Raipur said that youths of
Raipur district having
minimum qualification of
10th examination in age
group of 21-35 years can
apply. They may come
with original and attested
copies of all their certifi-
cates to appear for inter-
view. This employment
cum skill fair is complete-
ly free for the youth.

Vijendra Sharma elected
ICAI President

Raipur, Nov 29: CMA
Vijendra Sharma, hailing
from Delhi, has been elect-
ed as the National
President of Institute of
Cost Accountants of India
(ICAI).

CMA Rakesh Bhalla,
hailing from Chandigarh,
has been elected as the
Vice President of the

ICAI.
Regional Council

Member of Western India
Regional Council of the
ICAI CMA Arindam
Goswami informed that
the elections for the post
of the President and the
Vice President were held
in New Delhi on Monday.

Both have been elected
for the financial year-
2022-23, he added.

Sai Devotees from Ranchi
reach Raipur enroute Shirdi

Raipur, Nov 29: Six
Sai devotees from
Ranchi covering
around 35 kms daily
reached Raipur on

Tuesday on their way
to Shirdi. These devo-
tees have started on
November 06, 2022 and
have planned to reach

Shirdi on January 05,
2023. After reaching
Raipur they took halt
at Sai Dham Kota and
after spending the
night will proceed for
Shirdi on Thursday
morning. The devo-
tees are Manish
Agrawal, Jay Kishan
Agrawal, Baijnath
Agrawal, Roshan
Agrawal, Alok Pandey
and Vikas Singh. The
devotees wishing to
have darshan of ‘Sai
Palki’ being carried by
these devotees along
with then can reach
Sai Darbar Kota
Colony by 10 am in the
morning.

Astitva Grameen Hastshilp transforming
lives at grassroot level: Diwan

Raipur, Nov 29: In support
of Women’s
Entrepreneurship Month,
#Astitva Foundation
Chhattisgarh celebrates
successful stories of bud-
ding rural women micro-en-
trepreneurs, to highlight
the accomplishments of our
handicraft enterprise
“Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp”, and honour the
development of women arti-
sans of rural Chhattisgarh.

Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp is forming the
foundation of #social devel-
opment and transforming
lives at the grassroots level
in #Chhattisgarh. It pro-
vides a seedbed to handi-
craft production as a cottage
industry which is central to
generating employment and
income in rural areas.

#Astitva Foundation
Chhattisgarh provides sus-
tainable support system for
rural women through
‘Upskilling-to-Self-Reliance’
model under #Project

Pehchaan, thereby breaking
the stereotypes and barriers
to empowering rural
women.

Our model is based on
six main components, viz.
women’s economic em-
powerment; provision of
capital; Market develop-

ment; mobilising digital
technologies; business
management support serv-
ices; and fostering entre-
preneurial dynamism to
carving an identity for
rural women.

This sustainable system
directly supports the rural
women by building the ca-
pacity of entrepreneurs
and collaborating with
local and regional institu-
tions, informs Founder of
Astitva Foundation Annu
Diwan in a press release.

No-confidence motion moved
against Sonkar failed

Balod, Nov29: Nagar
Panchayat President
Gunderdehi Ranu Sonkar
was able to save her chair
as the no-confidence mo-
tion moved against him fell
by 1 votes due to activeness
of BJP leaders here on
Tuesday. In this one of the
Congress corporator has
done cross-voting.

It is notable here that in
the Nagar Panchayat with
15 corporators, few BJP cor-
porators were absent in the
no-confidence motion
moved. In this for the post
of President Nagar
Panchayat, 10 votes were

cast in Ranu Sonkar’s
favour out of total 15 corpo-
rators and was 1 above 9
votes required to pass the
no-confidence motion. In
this one of the Congress
corporator indulged in

cross-voting and the
President of Nagar
Panchayat was able to save
her chair. The charge of
Gunderdehi was with BJP
Kissan leader
Gaurishankar Sriwas and

therefore he has suggested
to foil the attempt of no-
confidence motion moved
by Congress corporators.

For this they prepared a
strategy along with Nagar
Panchayat President Ranu
Sonkar and got the BJP cor-
porator team meet the new
organizational Chief of
BJP Ajay Jamwal and for-
mer CM Raman Singh.
With strong strategy by
BJP leader Kedarnath
Gupta and Gaurishankar
Sriwas that the no-confi-
dence motion moved by the
Opposition failed. The op-
position could not even save
its own corporator from
cross-voting and as a result
got 10 votes in favour of
Nagar Panchayat President
Ranu Sonkar. After victory
a victory rally was taken
out and in which Raju
Sonkar was also present.
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From Shri Dhanwantri
generic medical
stores

Nearly 8,000 people
purchased medicines
worth 59.51 lakh at
less than half prices in
Narayanpur

By CRPF 150 Battalion

Medical camp and 
distribution of essential
items

Interview to be held for
appointment on more
than 500 vacancies in
private sector

In Nagar Panchayat
Gunderdehi; got 10
votes with one vote
because of cross-vot-
ing by Cong corporator

NIT Raipur organises

‘Nukkad Natak’
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2299:: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur’s Abhinay - The
Dramatics Club presented a
Nukkad Natak “Tathya” on
28th November 2022 as a
part of Women ‘Pakhwada’
which is being organised
from Nov 25-Dec 10 2022 as
per the directives of
Ministry of Education,
Government of India. It was
conducted under the super-
vision of Dr. Govardhan
Bhatt, Faculty In-charge,
Abhinay. The theme of the
Nukkad Natak was based on
the Act 2013 for the preven-
tion, prohibition and redres-
sal of sexual harrasment of
women at workplace. The
Nukkad natak aimed to cre-
ate awareness about the
provision of the Act 2013
and it magnificently por-
trayed the act and all relat-
ed prevention measures.
This entire program was
attended by a large number
of students, staff and facul-
ty member of the institute.
The event received applause
and appreciation from the
attendees.

 Rakesh Bhalla is VP

Laxmi Kashyap appointed
District Secy.

Of Raipur Mahila Sena

Raipur, Nov 29: An active
female worker Laxmi

K a s hy a p
has been
appointed
as District
Secretary
of Raipur
M a h i l a
Sena by
Shiv Sena

state chief Dhananjay
Singh Parihar under
party’s expansion plan. An
important meeting of
District Unit of
Chhattisgarh Shiv Sena,
Raipur district was held
and in this discussions
were held on forthcoming
VS polls and expansion of
the organization and in
this appointment of many
active workers has been
made.

Musical Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran week begins

Masturi, Nov 29:
Ramakanti Tripathi, son
of the chief host
Radheshyam Tripathi and
the mother and sisters of
the city reached the Katha
venue located at Yashoda
Radhe Suyash Sadan by
filling water from
Shivsagar pond after invit-
ing the deities in all the
deities of the city.

Here Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Katha Gyan
Yagya’s ritual worship
was performed by Pt.
Rameshwar Pathak along
with Vedic chanting. After
that, at the venue of musi-
cal Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Gyan Yagya,
Vyas Katha resident of
Bilaspur Coconut Kothi,
Acharya Pandit Bhagwat
Prasad Pathak Shastri sit-
ting on Vyas Peeth, started
narrating the stories of
Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran.

‘People are getting medicines
at discounted prices’
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BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  2299::  

Bureaucrat, poet, writer
and historian Sanjay Alang
has been selected for the
prestigious Sahitya Sutra
Samman, given in the memory
of late Puran Singh in the field
of literature. His poetry col-
lection, ‘The river was as
beautiful as a tiger’, talks of
the different narratives of life,
and is also embedded in the
folk culture and history of
Chhattisgarh. 

It may be noted that Sanjay
Alang has published three
poetry collections, namely
Shav, Pagdandi Chhip Gayi Thi
(this collection focuses on
Chhattisgarh) and The River
was as beautiful as a Tiger. He
has received many honors
including Kavita’s Dinkar
Samman, Shrikant Verma
Samman etc. Sanjay Alang is
also an expert historian of
Chhattisgarh and his book
‘Chhattisgarh: History and

Culture’ received the highest
and prestigious award for best
research education writing by
the Ministry of Human
Resource Development,
Government of India. 

He has published more than
ten books on the history and
culture of Chhattisgarh,
including Princely States and
Zamindaries of Chhattisgarh,
Tribes and Castes of
Chhattisgarh etc. He also has
researched on interpretation
of Chhattisgarh and Garh in

Chhattisgarh nomenclature,
revolution of 1857 in Surguja
region, history of all the three
regions (Khalsa, Riyasat,
Zamindari) of Chhattisgarh,
and their flags. Co-authored
with his painter wife Dr.
Sumita Alang, he also has two
Chhattisgarh-centric books
namely Hastshilp of
Chhattisgarh and Festivals
and Celebrations of
Chhattisgarh. 

All the books on
Chhattisgarh tell the history
of the people of Chhattisgarh
and present the history and
culture in a socio-economic
manner, thus presenting a
new and popular dimension of
Chhattisgarh. An officer of
the Indian Administrative
Service, Alang is presently
Commissioner of Bilaspur and
Surguja divisions of
Chhattisgarh. Friends and
well-wishers have congratu-
lated him on the announce-
ment of the award. 

Sanjay Alang to be awarded 
with Sahitya Sutra Samman 2022 

Sukma, Nov 29:

In the ‘Jandarshan’ pro-
gramme held at the
Collector’s office on
Monday, the villagers and
people apprised the
Collector Haris S. about
their grievances and de-
mands. A dozen villagers
from Kushalpara of Gram
Urmapal raised demand
for making arrangements
of water tank for supply
of clean drinking water.
Villager Sono Baghel in-
formed Collector there
are seven localities in
Urmapal and there is bor-
ing as well, but no drink-
ing water facility is avail-
able. As a result of which
the villagers are forced to
fetch water from about
one & half km distance
from a borewell and have
no other option and they
even brought a sample of
water they are drinking.
Collector informed vil-

lagers that under Jal
Jeevan Mission, every
house in the village is
being provided with
drinking water and in
Umrapal also this facility
will be provided before
start of coming summer

season. On this the vil-
lagers urged him to start
this facility at the earliest.

Villagers from Gram
Panchayat Gonderas also
submitted a memoran-
dum to the Collector in
support of their various

demands. This included
opening of primary
school in Gram Pujaripal,
Lendipara of Gonderas;
re-opening of Boy’s
Ashram functional in
Murtonda again in
Gonderas; provide electri-

cal and water connection
in all the houses; solar
electricity facility in
handpumps and construc-
tion of overhead water
tank; making of Aadhar
and Ayushman cards for
remaining beneficiaries;
opening of new
Panchayat building and
others.

Collector taking into ac-
count their demands as-
sured them to hold a camp
in the village and get their
Aadhar and Ayushman
cards made. For electrici-
ty, he urged the benefici-
aries to make separate ap-
plication and informed
that process of appoint-
ment of an ANM staff
nurse in Gonderas sub-
health centre is in
progress and soon the ap-
pointment will be made.
Along with this the
Collector assured to meet
out their other demands
soon.

Villagers put forth their demands before Collector
In the weekly Jandarshan prog

Mungeli, Nov 29: 

Shri Kirshna Murthy
inter-school Kabaddi was
organized at St. Xavier’s
High School Mungeli.
The final match was
played between
St.Xaviers Mungeli and St.
Xaviers Bharni. The tro-
phy was occupied by St.
Xaviers Mungeli by play-
ing a thrilling and agonis-
ing match. As a chief
guest MS. Akansha
Shiksha, SDM Mungeli
was present in that pro-
gram . The program was
presided over by Dr. G.S.
Patnaik , The vice presi-
dent of Athletics federa-
tion of India and
Managing Director of the
school and G. Prabhakar
Patnaik was present as a
special guest . At the beg-
ging of the program . The
guests were saluted by an

attractive march past by
the players after this the
completion was formally
started by lighting the
torch. Chief Guest,
Akansha Shiksha ad-
dressing the program said
that such events enhance
the talent of the students
and develop sportsman-
ship.. G.S Patnaik congrat-

ulated the event . There
was an excellent perform-
ance of the game by 140
students players from all
the 7 schools of the zone
. Welcome speech was
given by the principal of
the institution Subhendu
Mondal. The chief guest of
prize distribution and
closing ceremony

Pratibha Pandey ,
Additional Supritendent
of Police Mungeli , while
addressing the player said
that they should bring
glory to their school ,City
and parents through
sports. During this all the
faculty members , staff
and students of the insti-
tution were present.

SXHS Mungeli lifts 
inter-school Kabaddi tourney

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  NNoovv  2299::

The police has intensified
its campaign against the nax-
alites in view of the PLGA
week to start from a week’s
time in Gadhchiroli district of
Rajnandgaon district near
Maharashtra border. Under
this campaign, so far ten nax-
alites have surrendered.

As per information from SP
Gadhchiroli office, PLGA week
is going to be observed from
Dec 2-8 by the naxalites. In
view of this naxal combing
operations have been intensi-
fied under SP’s direction.
During this period the nax-
alites generally indulge in
recovery, closing the move-
ment of traffic on roads,
erecting naxalite memorials
and setting vehicles and oth-
ers on fire.  In view of this the
police has intensified its oper-

ations and during which 10
naxalites have surrendered so
far viz. Chainu Komma
Aatram (39), R/o Gram
Aaldandi, Danujoga Aatram
(29) R/o Aaldandi; Shamrao
Lakhwa Veladi (45), Sanjay
Shankar Veladi (39), KL
Soyam (34) all three R/o Gram
Chandra; Baju Keye Aatram
(28), R/o Armnartola,
Maniram Bandu Aatram (35),
R/o Gram apalle, Joga Koake
Madavi (50), R/o
Aramnastola, Lalsujogi
Talande (30),R/o Alamnar, and
Bajrang Bandu Madavi (40),
R/o Garm Malampalli, Tehsil
Aheri District Gadhchiroli.

SLR Magazine and other
weapons recovered

The police has so far recov-
ered naxal literature, SLA
black coloured magazine, SLR
7.62 mm 19 live cartridges,
two loaded guns, two motor-
cycles, commando green T-
shirt, (2 pieces), one lower
pant and torch and other
items.

12 naxalites surrender
from Gadhchiroli district
 Under anti-Naxal

campaign by police

Kasdol, Nov 29:

Under the joint aegis
of Satnami Employees
Welfare Committee and
P r o g r e s s i v e
Chhattisgarh Satnami
Samaj, Kasdol, a huge
seminar on Constitution

Day was organized at
Guru Ghasidas Cultural
Bhawan, Kasdol on  Nov
26.

The Chief Guest was
Justice Hemant Kumar
Ratre of the Civil Court
and the program was
presided over by Vinod

Kumar Chelak,
Chairman Satnami
Employees Welfare
Committee, and present
as special guests were
Mahettar Ghritalhare,
Budhram Ghritalhare,
Virendra Kumar Chelak,
Govind Ghritalhare, and

Bharat Ghara. It is worth
mentioning that a ques-
tion and answer competi-
tion was organized for
the students in the pro-
gram in which all the
children participated en-
thusiastically and the
students who got the

first, second and third
places were honored by
the committee. Fruits
were distributed to the
patients at Kasdol Health
Center and Adya
Hospital under the lead-
ership of Dr. Surendra
Divyakar.

Constitution Day celebrated 

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  2299::  Due to
the opening of the water
drainage gate of Devkatta
reservoir located in village
Devkatta of development
block late night by unknown
mischievous elements, stand-
ing crops were damaged and it
has become difficult to close
the gate due to crack near the
gate of the reservoir. 

The gate could not be closed
even after the efforts made by
the technical staff of the
department and as per infor-
mation, a huge crack has
appeared in the canal, 100
meters away from the
Devkatta reservoir, which is 4
kilometers away from
Devkatta village, which is
increasing gradually.
According to the information
received, Manthir Patel, a
retired employee of the

Irrigation Department, a resi-
dent of Kanhargaon, has the
key of the gate and
Kanhargaon Sarpanch repre-
sentative Sarpanch represen-
tative Gangadhar Sahu told
that this morning itself infor-
mation was received that
water from the canal is going
to the fields. 

Meanwhile it is alleged by
sarpanch representative Puran
Verma that the gate of the
dam has been opened inten-
tionally.Mandal President
Gram Panchayat Kanhargaon
Deputy Sarpanch and Rural
BJP Mandal President Jain
Kumar Meshram told that FIR
should be lodged against such
unknown accused.

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss
Today the situation will be

reviewed with the engineer:
SDO Water Resources.

Standing crops 
damaged due to dam gates

left open by miscreants

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  NNoovv  2299::  

The police team raided the
illegally operated gutkha facto-
ry on Joratrai-Kopedih road in
Somni area and seized goods
worth more than Rs 82 lakhs.As
per information, the factory
used to remain closed during
the day and Gutka-pouches of
different brands including Sitar
were manufactured here at
night. 

According to the information
received from the Somni
police, during the anti-drug
campaign being run by
Superintendent of Police
Prafulla Thakur and the cam-
paign for prevention of illegal
activities, under the guidance
of ASP Lakhan Patle and CSP
Amit Patel, on Saturday
evening at around 5 pm, a joint
team of Somni, Thana Kotwali,
Thana Lalbagh and Cyber
??Cell raided the closed facto-

ry near the culvert on the way
from village Joratrai to Kopedih
in Somni area.  It is said that
tobacco and yolk-rich gutkha-
pouches of different compa-
nies including Sitar were made
here. According to the police,
notice under Section 91 was
given to Supervisor Bhanwarlal
Chowdhary father Dhaniram
Chowdhary, aged 45 years, res-
ident of Village Manji Thana
Degana, District Nagore
Rajasthan. 

According to information
received from police sources,
complaints about illegal con-
struction of Gutkha factory in
Somni area were being
received for a long time. It is
said that the factory was kept
closed during the day for show,
but as soon as the night fell,
Gutkha-pouch of different
brands were manufactured
here, in order to also avail
exemption from GST. 

Police raids illegal
gutkha factory

Goods worth 82 lakh seized

One nabbed 
with illicit liquor
worth Rs 10,272

AAmmbbaaggaarrhh  CChhoowwkkii,,  NNoovv  2299:: In
the anti-liquor drive in
Ambagarh Chowki, the
Chilhati police succeeded in
seizing illicit liquor in large
quantity from one accused and
filed case under Excise Act
against him.

As per instructions from SP
MMC Akshay Kumar, it was on
tip from an informer that one
person from MP is indulging in
illicit smuggling of liquor that
Chilhati TI Khoman Bhnadari
along with team nabbed the
accused. He disclosed his
name as Jaant S/o Shivprasad
(26), R/o Gram Biharikala. The
police recovered 96 quarter
bottles of English Goan liquor
worth Rs 10,272 from his pos-
session. The motorcycle used
by the accused to transport
this liquor bearing No. CG 08
AR 2404 was also seized. A
case under section 34, 2 of
Excise Act was also filed and
he was produced in the court
and later sent to jail.

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  NNoovv  2299::  

Under Swachh Bharat Mission,
under the leadership of
Samarpan Group and State
Sahu Sangh Youth Cell, a
cleanliness drive was carried
out in the Muktidham complex
of Block Headquarters
Fingeshwar and Chirghar.
District. Addresing the youths
in the drive, Panchayat mem-

ber Chandrashekhar Sahu said
that there is no possibility of
spread of infectious diseases
by maintaining cleanliness and
by keeping the city clean we
can make it beautiful. Raju
Sahu, Vice President of State
Sahu Sangh, said that cleanli-
ness is the foundation stone of
good health and the participa-
tion being received in the
cleanliness campaign is proof

that today’s youth from differ-
ent regions are united in this
campaign.  During this cleanli-
ness campaign, Samarpan
Group Shyamnagar’s cleanli-
ness ambassador district mem-
ber Deepak Sahu Komal Sahu
Manish Sahu Diamond Sahu
Lokesh Sahu Gopal Sahu
Mahesh Sahu, councilor
Deepak Shriwas, Mukesh Sahu,
and others were present. 

Cleanliness campaign organised
in crematorium complex

By Samarpan Group & State Sahu Sangh Youth Cell
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First cruise vessel, after easing
of COVID restrictions, arrives 

Mangaluru, Nov 29 (PTI):

The first cruise ship of
the current cruise season,
which began after lifting
of COVID-19 curbs, ar-
rived at the New
Mangalore port on
Monday.

The cruise ship MS
Europa 2’ carrying 271 pas-
sengers and 373 crew
members was called at
berth number 4 at the port,
New Mangalore Port
(NMP) sources said.

The carrying capacity of
the vessel, sailing under
the flag of Malta, is 42,830
gross tonnage and her cur-
rent draught is reported to
be 6.3 metres. Her length
overall (LOA) is 224.38 me-
tres and width is 29.99 me-
ters.

The cruise vessel ar-
rived from Mormugao in

Goa and from Mangaluru
it sailed to Cochin port.
Officials from NMP had
made all arrangements to
welcome the cruise pas-
sengers.

The cruise season began
after a gap of two years
due to Covid-19 pandemic.

Arrangements were
made for medical screen-
ing of passengers and 11

immigration and four cus-
toms counters were set up
for the purpose.

In addition, six coaches
of bus and cars, 15 prepaid
taxis, were kept ready to
take the passengers.The
last cruise vessel the port
received was on February
18, 2020 with 1,800 passen-
gers and 800 crew on
board.

Police yet to recover weapons used by woman, son to kill husband

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

The Delhi Police is yet to
recover the weapons used by
a woman and her son for
killing and chopping the
body of her husband in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar area,
officials said on Tuesday.
Anjan Das (45) was killed on
May 30 by his wife Poonam

(48) and stepson Deepak (25),
residents of Kalyanpuri,
who were arrested from east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar area
on Monday. A senior police
officer on Tuesday said that
the weapons of murder are
yet to be recovered and fur-
ther investigation is under-
way. The duo is currently in
police custody. The trigger
for the grisly crime was the
fact that Das had alleged ill
intentions towards her step-

daughter and Deepak’s wife
as well, and he was also
sending Poonam’s earnings
to his other wife and eight
children in Bihar. Poonam
worked as a domestic help
in the area. In April,
Poonam hatched a conspira-
cy to eliminate Das with the
help of her son Deepak, po-
lice said, adding that the duo
on May 30 served alcohol
laced with sleeping pills to
him.

Court rejects ex-Cong MLA’s bail plea

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

A court here on Tuesday
rejected the bail plea of
former Congress legisla-
tor Asif Khan, observing
there is a “dire need to en-
sure the dignity of police
officers is protected.”

The court was hearing
the bail application of
Khan, who was sent to 14
days’ judicial custody on
Saturday after being ar-
rested for allegedly misbe-
having with a police offi-
cer and manhandling him.

“In view of the aforesaid
reasons and the gravity of
offence, the possibility of
the accused committing
similar offences and
threatening the witnesses

and tampering with evi-
dence cannot be ruled out.
Hence, this court is not in-
clined to grant bail to the
accused at this stage,”
Metropolitan Magistrate
Shikha Chahal said.

She said Khan was earli-
er involved in six cases
and also previously con-
victed in a similar matter
of causing obstruction
and assaulting a public
servant.

Khan did not deserve
any leniency as the inves-
tigation was at an initial
stage, the metropolitan
magistrate added.

The court said the lan-
guage, action and conduct
of Khan against public
servants are to be “viewed
strictly” and “strongly
condemned.”

It said Khan being an in-
fluential person, owed re-

sponsibility to society, but
instead used derogatory
and abusive words against
sub-inspector Akshay.

Khan even threatened
the sub-inspector in front
of his subordinates and
local residents, which re-
sulted in an “adverse soci-
etal impact” and had
“detrimental effects on the
police-community rela-
tionship, which was criti-
cal to maintaining public
safety as well as effective
policing,” the court said.

Noting that police had
no choice but to go into sit-
uations of danger and con-
flict or incidents against
the rule of law, such as in
the present case, the court
said: “There is a dire need
to ensure the dignity of po-
lice officers is protected so
that they can ensure pub-
lic safety, and conflict be-

tween the police and pub-
lic be discouraged as in
the present case.”

Shaheen Bagh police
had registered an FIR
against Khan under sec-
tions 186 (obstructing pub-
lic servant in discharge of
public functions) and 353
(Assault or criminal force
to deter public servant
from discharge of his
duty) of the Indian Penal
Code.

The former Congress
lawmaker allegedly used
foul language and man-
handled the officer who
objected to the leader ad-
dressing a gathering in
front of a mosque on
Friday without permis-
sion and using a loud hail-
er while campaigning for
his daughter who is con-
testing the Delhi munici-
pal elections.

Two NC leaders, many others join BJP 
Jammu, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Two National
Conference leaders and
more than 200 political
and social activists joined
the BJP here on Tuesday
in the presence of the
party’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit president
Ravinder Raina.

The National
Conference leaders who
joined the BJP were
provincial vice president S
S Bunty and provincial
secretary Pinky Bhat.
Besides them, National
Justice Party president
Randhir Singh Parihar
and several panchayat
members, doctors and re-
tired government officials
joined the party.

Former legislator
Devender Singh Rana,
who switched to the BJP
from the National

Conference last year, wel-
comed the new members
at the party office.

Several senior leaders,
including former minister
Sham Lal Sharma and for-
mer MLA Balwant Singh
Monkotia, were present.

“When I joined the BJP,
a number of my col-
leagues accompanied me
to the national party to
strengthen the hands of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Today once again, I
am blessed to facilitate the
entry of my former col-
leagues into the BJP. They
were the assets of the
National Conference as
most of them have been
associated with it for
decades,” Rana said.

He said their joining
would further strengthen
the BJP, especially in the
Nagrota Assembly con-
stituency.

“They are here because
of the pro-people policies
of the Modi government,”
Rana said.

Welcoming the new en-
trants into the party fold,
Jammu and Kashmir BJP
chief Raina said the party
was getting support from
all sections of society be-
cause of its mantra of
“sabka saath, sabka vikas
and sabka vishwas”.

“The people of Jammu
and Kashmir have decid-
ed to support BJP which
is evident from the large
joining of prominent po-
litical workers and social
activists.... We all have to
work together and make
sure that the BJP
achieves its mission of 50-
plus seats in the next as-
sembly elections to form
the government and have
its own chief minister,”
he said.

‘Maha govt not serious in
tackling measles outbreak’

Jalna, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Former Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
on Tuesday alleged the
Eknath Shinde-BJP govern-
ment is not serious in tack-
ling the measles outbreak.

Tope claimed 14 children
have died due to measles in
the state so far but the gov-
ernment is not doing enough.
“Healthcare is the prime re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment which should wake up

from its slumber,” he told re-
porters in Jalna.

Tope, who was the health
minister in the erstwhile
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government, suggested the
government form task forces,
speed up the vaccination pro-
gramme and spread aware-
ness about measles.

“The government should
rope in the education depart-
ment for working with the
health department. Measles
is an infectious disease which
spreads easily,” he said.
Meanwhile, Jalna district
vaccination officer Jayshree
Bhasure said four measles pa-
tients had been detected in
the district and three of them
recovered while one child is
undergoing treatment. “68
suspected samples were sent
to the laboratory of which 13
samples returned negative.
We are awaiting the result of
the remaining samples,”
Bhasure said, adding 500 chil-
dren have been vaccinated.

Sabarimala pilgrims to get aid
of rapid action medical unit

Pathanamthitta (Kerala),
Nov 29 (PTI): As the Lord
Ayyappa Temple in
Sabarimala here continues
to witness heavy rush as
part of the ongoing annual
pilgrimage, a rapid action
medical unit is all set to
provide emergency health-
care to the devotees who
come to offer worship
trekking the holy hills.
State Health Minister
Veena George on Tuesday
said the new medical unit
would comprise a “bike
feeder ambulance” that can
travel through narrow
paths, a 4x4 rescue van
which moves through
rough terrains and an ICU
ambulance. The operations
of the rapid medical unit
are coordinated under the
state government’s ‘’Kaniv
108” ambulance pro-
gramme, she said in a state-
ment. All three vehicles are
equipped with facilities in-
cluding oxygen, George
said, adding that they

would be very much help-
ful to the pilgrims.

The new facilities are in
addition to the well-
equipped hospitals, emer-
gency medical centres and
Advanced Life Support
(ALS) and Basic Life
Support (BLS) ambulances
which are already in place
for the treatment of
Sabarimala devotees, she
explained.

If the devotees suffer any
sudden health issue includ-
ing shortness of breath or
chest pain, they can imme-
diately avail the service of
the rapid action medical
unit by contacting in the re-
spective toll-free number or
informing at the nearest
police station or health de-
partment points, the minis-
ter added.

The two-month-long an-
nual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrim-
age, which attracts huge
pilgrim turn-out every day,
began on November 17.

‘Long chill’ in jail: HP’s offer to drug users
Shimla, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Those who intend to get
high on drugs, will be
made to “chill” in jail, is
the cheeky message of the
Himachal Pradesh Police,
which is leveraging social
media to caution youths
against the menace of
drugs.

“Winters have set in
Himachal Pradesh. Jails
in Himachal are extremely
cold now, thinking of get-
ting high on drugs, police
welcome you for a long
term chill in our prisons,”
is the message of
Himachal police to drug
users.

With 99k followers on it
Facebook account, the Hill
state police is using social

media including Twitter
and Instagram to spread
awareness against drug
use.

Police across districts
are also sharing informa-
tion regarding arrests and
seizure in NDPS cases on
their Facebook accounts
to strike fear among the
drug peddlers and addicts.

The idea is to come up
with “short and crisp mes-
sages” to sensitise people
on drug abuse, a senior po-
lice officer said.

“Kindly enjoy snow and
winters in Himachal.
Don’t do drugs or else, you
may end up spending a
very long time behind
bars,” said DGP HImachal
Sanjay Kundu.

Another such post in-

volved a photograph that
showed the word “drugs”
in handcuffs, captioned
with a message “says yes
to life, no to drugs.”

The social media ap-
proach has received good
responses, not only on
drugs but also on road
safety, cyber crime, and
other important issues,
highly placed officers in
the police department
said.

According to the state
police, a total of 1,732 per-
sons were arrested in 1,195
NDPS cases in 2022 till
October end.

The police have so far
seized 274 kgs charas, 31
kgs opium, 306 kgs poppy
husk, 164 kgs ganja,
smack and cocaine, 7.9 kgs

of heroin (chitta) and
30,152 capsules and
tablets.

They have also de-
stroyed 70,602 poppy
plants and 47,737 cannabis
plants.

Stepping up its cam-
paign against drug ped-
dlers, narcotic sniffer dogs
have also been pressed
into service to check
smuggling of drugs at dis-
trict barriers.

The dogs trained by the
CID work under the super-
vision of their handlers
and can smell concealed
narcotics.

Sniffer dogs can recog-
nise at least 13 contraband
substances, including co-
caine, cannabis and opi-
oids, officials said.

ARADHANA MAHOTSAV

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat receives a memento from spiritual leader Swami Vasudevanand Saraswati during ‘Aradhana

Mahotsav’ organised on the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Brahmananda Saraswati, in Prayagraj, Tuesday.

KHICHDI PANCHAYAT

Former union minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and others during ‘Khichdi Panchayat’,
organised as part of BJP’s campaign for the Rampur Assembly by-polls, in Rampur,
Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Run over 
 Basti: A nine-year-old

boy died allegedly
after being run over by
BJP MP Harish
Dwivedi’s car here, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
According to a com-
plaint filed by
Shatrughan Rajbhar,
the father of the de-
ceased boy —
Abhishek — the acci-
dent occurred on
Saturday near the
Hardiya intersection
when he was return-
ing from school along
with other children,
they said. Just as the
children reached a
petrol pump,
Abhishek was hit by a
white SUV belonging
Dwivedi, police said
quoting the complaint.

Attack
 Unnao: A youth al-

legedly attacked the
car of the BJP’s
Bangarmau MLA
Shrikant Katiyar with
a brick, shattering the
front windscreen, in
Dahi police station
limits here, police said
on Tuesday. The inci-
dent occurred when
Katiyar was returning
from a wedding on
Monday night. He im-
mediately informed
the cops about the at-
tack, they said. Circle
Officer (City)
Ashutosh Kumar, who
reached the spot, took
the youth into custody.

Inaugurate
 Kurukshetra:

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday
stressed imbibing the
teachings of
‘Bhagavad Gita’, say-
ing it is a book whose
messages spread hope
in despair and also
give solutions to all
doubts of practical
life. President Murmu,
who is on a two-day
visit to Haryana to at-
tend various pro-
grammes, on Tuesday
inaugurated the
International Gita
Festival -2022 organ-
ised on the banks of
Brahma Sarovar here.

Restored 
 Nagpur: The restora-

tion work has been
completed on the foot
over bridge (FOB) at
Balharshah railway
station, a portion of
which collapsed re-
sulting in the death
one person in
Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district, a
railway official said on
Tuesday. The work on
the FOB was complet-
ed on Monday night
and the structure has
been opened for pas-
senger movement, the
official said.

Sentence
 Paradip: Two persons

were sentenced to
death by a fast-track
court in Odisha’s
Jagatsinghpur district
on Tuesday for raping
and killing an eight-
year-old girl. The inci-
dent happened in 2014
in Tirtol police station
area. The girl was re-
turning home from a
shop after buying
chocolates when al-
legedly four people
took her to a secluded
spot, and took turns in
raping her. They killed
her after that, accord-
ing to the prosecution.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
during a public meeting,
in North 24 Parganas 
district, Tuesday.

Tourists being welcomed after they arrive at Cochin port

through the cruise ship ‘MS Europa 2’, in Kochi, Tuesday.

 In Mangaluru Port

Rajesh Tope

Says dire need to protect
dignity of cops

UP to organise 75-hour cleanliness drive

Lucknow, Nov 29 (PTI): 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment will organise a
massive cleanliness drive
covering 750 civic bodies
in 75 districts for 75 hours
from December 1 under
the Swachh Bharat
Mission - Urban, officials
said here.

Under the campaign,
the government plans to
convert ‘garbage vulnera-
ble points’ - ‘sensitive
sites’ in terms of garbage

collection in about 750
civic bodies — into clean
places.

The Municipal
Directorate of the Swachh
Bharat Mission has writ-
ten to all municipal com-
missioners and asked
them to fulfil the objective
by undertaking the cam-
paign within the stipulat-
ed time frame.

All guidelines related to
the campaign have been
laid out in the letter titled
‘Pratibadhh: 75 Districts,
75 Hours, 750 Civic
Bodies’. The campaign
will start on December 1

to mark the last month of
celebrations commemo-
rating 75 years of
Independence. It also aims
to create awareness about
cleanliness.

For this, necessary re-
sources and work will
have to be ensured by
identifying the ‘garbage
vulnerable points’.
Instructions have also
been issued to ensure that
the campaign’s closing
ceremony is organised
under the guidance and
chairmanship of the dis-
trict magistrate, the offi-
cials said.

 From Dec 1

 Pandav Nagar Murder



HILLARY CLINTON AT A PRESS PREVIEW

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton speaks at a press preview of an art instal-
lation entitled “Eyes on Iran” in New York.The large eye behind Clinton, as well as
other works of art, are displayed at Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms State Park
and speaks to the current protests happening in Iran.

WELCOME CEREMONY

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, walks with visiting Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin
Khurelsukh during a welcome ceremony prior to their talks at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing.
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Washington, Nov 29 (PTI):

Scientists have uncov-
ered details of a phenome-
non that contributes to
coronary artery disease,
more commonly known as
heart disease, an advance
that may lead to new drug
treatments for fighting
heart disease, according to
a study. Soon after choles-
terol and fat start deposit-
ing on the lining of the
blood vessels that supply
your heart, the smooth
muscle cells that give the
blood vessels strength and
flexibility start to get big-
ger and multiply.

While scientists study-
ing the phenomenon sus-
pect these vascular smooth
muscle cells are trying to
help, this atypical behavior
for these strong cells in-
stead contributes to coro-
nary artery disease.

In a bit of a vicious
cycle, stents as well as by-
pass grafts used to treat
coronary artery disease
can prompt the same re-
sponse.

Now Medical College of
Georgia (MCG) scientists
report new insight into
how the cells enable this
unhealthy growth and a
new target to intervene.

New potential drug target to
treat heart disease found

Bucharest (Romania), Nov 29 (AP):

NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg
reaffirmed the military al-
liance’s commitment to
Ukraine on Tuesday, say-
ing that the war-torn na-
tion will one day become a
member of the world’s
largest security organiza-
tion. Stoltenberg’s remarks
came as US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and
his NATO counterparts
gathered in Romania to

drum up urgently needed
support for Ukraine aimed
at ensuring that Moscow
fails to defeat Ukraine as it
bombards energy infra-
structure. “NATO’s door is
open,” Stoltenberg said.
“Russia does not have a
veto” on countries joining,
he said in reference to the
recent entry of North
Macedonia and
Montenegro into the secu-
rity alliance. He said that
Russian President
Vladimir Putin “will get

Finland and Sweden as
NATO members” soon.

The Nordic neighbours
applied for membership in
April, concerned that
Russia might target them
next.

NATO commits to future Ukraine
membership, drums up aid

Islamabad, Nov 29 (PTI):

Lieutenant General Faiz
Hamid, the former ISI
chief and one of the top
military officers of
Pakistan, has opted to seek
an early retirement, days
after he was shortlisted
but not appointed as the
Army chief, according to
media reports on Tuesday.

Gen Hamid was one of
the six senior-most gener-
als shortlisted by the
General Headquarters
(GHQ) for the post of the
Chief of Army Staff. The
list was sent to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
for approval last week.

Bahawalpur Corps
Commander Lieutenant-
General Hamid has decid-
ed to seek an early retire-

ment days after he was
not selected as the Army
chief of the country, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed quoting its sister media
outlet DawnNews TV.

Gen Asim Munir, a for-
mer ISI chief was appoint-
ed as the Chief of Army
Staff by the Pakistan gov-
ernment on Thursday,

ending intense specula-
tion on the high-profile
and sensitive post.

The report said that
Gen Hamid has sent his
resignation to the high
command. The authori-
ties have already accepted
his resignation ahead of
the new postings, expect-
ed to take place after Chief
of Army Staff Gen Munir
takes charge on Tuesday,
it said.

There was no official
confirmation from the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the
Pakistan Army’s media
wing, on the development,
but the reports seem cred-
ible as neither the ISPR
nor Gen Hamid himself
has come out with a 
denial.

Former ISI chief Lt General Faiz Hamid
decides to retire early Beijing, Nov 29 (AP):

Chinese universities are
sending students home as
the ruling Communist
Party tightens anti-virus
controls and tries to prevent
more protests after crowds
angered by its severe “zero
COVID” restrictions called
for President Xi Jinping to
resign in the biggest show of
public dissent in decades.

With police out in force,
there was no word of
protests Tuesday in Beijing,
Shanghai or other major
cities.

Some anti-virus restric-
tions were eased Monday in
a possible effort to defuse
public anger following the
weekend protests in at least
eight cities. But the ruling
party affirmed its “zero
COVID” strategy, which has
confined millions of people
to their homes in an attempt

to isolate every infection.
Tsinghua University, Xi’s

alma mater, where students
protested Sunday, and other
schools in Beijing and the
southern province of
Guangdong said they were
protecting students from
COVID-19. But dispersing
them to far-flung home-
towns also reduces the like-
lihood of more activism fol-
lowing protests at campuses
last weekend.

Some universities
arranged buses to take stu-
dents to train stations. They
said classes and final exams
would be conducted online.

“We will arrange for will-
ing students to return to
their hometowns,” Beijing
Forestry University said on
its website. It said its faculty
and students all tested
negative for the virus.

Authorities have or-
dered mass testing and im-

posed other controls in
areas across China follow-
ing a spike in infections.
But the move to disperse
students was unusual at a
time when many cities are
telling the public to avoid
travel and imposing con-
trols on movement.

In Hong Kong, about 50
students from mainland
China protested Monday at
the Chinese University of
Hong Kong in a show of
support for people on the
mainland. They lit candles
and chanted, “No PCR tests
but freedom!” and “Oppose
dictatorship, don’t be
slaves!”

The gathering and a sim-
ilar one in Hong Kong’s
business district were the
biggest protests in the

Chinese territory in more
than a year under rules im-
posed to crush a pro-
democracy movement.

“Zero COVID” has
helped keep China’s case
numbers lower than those
of the United States and
other major countries. But
public acceptance has
eroded as people in some
areas have been confined at
home for up to four months
and say they lack reliable
access to food and medi-
cine.

The Chinese Communist
Party promised last month
to reduce disruption by
changing quarantine and
other rules. But a spike in
infections has prompted
cities to tighten controls,
fueling public frustration.

Chinese university students sent home amid protests

Islamabad, Nov 29 (PTI):

General Asim Munir,
Pakistan’s former spymas-
ter, on Tuesday assumed
charge as the country’s new
Army chief, replacing Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa who re-
tired after two consecutive
three-year terms.

Munir assumed charge
during an impressive cere-
mony at the General
Headquarters (GHQ), be-
coming the 17th Chief of the
Army Staff. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on

November 24 nominated
Munir to the most powerful
position in the coup-prone
country, where the military

wields considerable power
in matters of security and
foreign policy.

He is the first Army chief
who has headed both power-
ful intelligence agencies -
the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) and the
Military Intelligence (MI).
His stint as the spy chief at
the ISI was the shortest ever
as he was replaced by Lt
Gen Faiz Hamid within
eight months on the insis-
tence of then-Prime
Minister Imran Khan in
2019.

General Asim Munir takes charge as Pakistan’s new Army chief

London, Nov 29 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has reiterated
the UK’s commitment to a
free trade agreement
(FTA) with India as part of
the country’s wider focus
on enhancing ties with the
strategic Indo-Pacific re-
gion and standing up to
competitors with “robust
pragmatism”.

elivering his first major
foreign policy speech since
taking charge at 10
Downing Street last month
at the Lord Mayor of
London’s Banquet on
Monday night, the British
Indian leader reflected
upon his heritage and
committed to promoting
British values of “freedom
and openness” around the
world.

He also pledged to “do
things differently” far re-
moved from the so-called
“golden era” with China,
which he said poses a “sys-
temic challenge” to
British values and inter-
ests.

“Before I came into poli-
tics, I invested in business-
es around the world. And
the opportunity in the

Indo-Pacific is com-
pelling,” Sunak said.

“By 2050, the Indo-
Pacific will deliver over
half of global growth com-
pared with just a quarter
from Europe and North
America combined. That’s
why we’re joining the
Trans-Pacific trade deal,
the CPTPP, delivering a
new FTA with India and
pursuing one with
Indonesia,” he said.

India and Britain
launched negotiations for
the free-trade agreement
(FTA) in January with an
aim to conclude talks by
Diwali but the deadline
was missed due to a lack

of consensus on issues.
The focus of the FTA

negotiations is on reduc-
ing the barriers to trade,
cutting tariffs, and sup-
porting easier imports
and exports into each
other’s markets.

“Like many others, my
grandparents came to the
UK, via East Africa and
the Indian subcontinent
and made their lives here.
In recent years, we’ve wel-
comed thousands of peo-
ple from Hong Kong,
Afghanistan, and
Ukraine. We’re a country
that stands up for our val-
ues, that defends democ-
racy by actions not just

words,” Sunak noted.
On China, the prime

minister said he wants to
“evolve” the UK’s ap-
proach as he distanced
his government from a
slogan used by the previ-
ous Conservative Party
led government to de-
scribe UK-China bilateral
relations just over seven
years ago.

“Let’s be clear, the so-
called golden era’ is over,
along with the na ve idea
that trade would lead to
social and political re-
form. But nor should we
rely on simplistic Cold
War rhetoric. We recog-
nise China poses a sys-
temic challenge to our
values and interests, a
challenge that grows
more acute as it moves to-
wards even greater au-
thoritarianism,” Sunak
cautioned.

China is engaged in
hotly contested territorial
disputes in the South and
East China Seas. Beijing
has also made substantial
progress in militarising
its man-made islands in
the past few years.

Beijing claims sover-
eignty over all of the

South China Sea. But
Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and
Taiwan have counter-
claims. In the East China
Sea, China has territorial
disputes with Japan.

Sunak was also critical
of China’s approach to-
wards ongoing anti-lock-
down protests in the
country, saying instead of
listening to people’s con-
cerns, the government
“has chosen to crack
down further” as he refer-
enced the arrest and beat-
ing of a BBC journalist
over the weekend.

“The media and our
parliamentarians must be
able to highlight these is-
sues without sanction, in-
cluding calling out abuses
in Xinjiang and the cur-
tailment of freedom in
Hong Kong,” he said.

The 42-year-old former
chancellor admitted that
the UK cannot simply ig-
nore China’s “signifi-
cance” in world affairs,
something he pointed out
that other leading
economies such as the
US, Canada, Australia
and Japan also acknowl-
edge.

UK delivering on new FTA with
India, says Rishi Sunak Chronicle
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Plundering by MES 
Apropos to boder dispute
between Karnataka and
Maharashtra, the Maharastra
Ekikaran Samithi (MES) is
merely a gang of hoods who
are indulging in plunder and
also ferocity by creating a
choas between Marathi and
Kannada speaking people in
Belagavi of Karnataka every
now and then, for that matter
Marathi speaking people in
Belagavi are well safe and
enjoying every benefits of the
Karanataka state government
schemes without any biased.
The Maharastra state govern-
ment should not not mingle or
coordinate with MES rather it
should mind it's people who
are facing problems with
basic musts of life especially
in Solapur, Sangli,
Pandhrapur, Aurangabad,
Kolhapur and Akalkot regions
of Maharashtra itself precise-
ly speaking Maharashtra
should solve its problems
existing within rather going
for spoiling fraternity
between Marathi and Kannada
speaking people.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Eyesore 
AASU, the supreme body of
students in the Brahmaputra
Valley, claims to be an apo-
litical body representing the
student community of
Brahmaputra Valley which,
in the meantime, has pro-
duced many very prominent
political figures of Assam.
We generally understand
that the average age of a
student is around 30-35 but
to our utter surprise, we are
used to seeing students
above 45 years representing
AASU in their usual road
shows (road blockades,
dharnas, waving black
flags), which don't make
them look like students in
general. Also Read - Letters
to the Editor They are in fact
an eyesore to us and some-
times make us believe as if
today's AASU is no more a
student body which is apolit-
ical. The over-aged so-called
AASU leaders seem to have
immense hold in day-to-day
affairs of the state which
was reflected during their
anti-CAA stir, which almost
crippled the state both aca-
demically as well as finan-
cially and later spread to the
rest of the nation exposing
many anti-national ele-
ments. The memory of the
anti-CAA stir is still fresh in
every bona fide patriotic
Indians' minds. The anti-CAA
stir produced one 'Badan'
named Ajit Bhuyan who is
now a member of the Upper
House of Parliament. The
other firebrand leader and
an ex-general secretary of
AASU Lurinjyoti Gogoi is still
l icking his wounds after
being rejected by bona fide
Axomiyas. I beg to remind
the AASU leaders that power
without accountability is
very dangerous. 

JJooeell  GGooyyaarrii,,  TTaannggllaa..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍
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People buy dried vegetables (Hokh Syun) to consume during the winters on a cold and cloudy day, at a market, in Srinagar on
Tuesday, Nov. 29.

VEGETABLE MARKET IN SRINAGAR 

TT he 61st Constitution amendment of 1988 that brought down voting age
in India from 21 to 18 had reasoned that the present day youth were lit-

erate and enlightened and therefore deserved the opportunity to give vent
to their feelings. It was also observed that ‘they were very much politically
conscious’. The amendment was brought to include the unrepresented youth
in the country’s political process. The amendment took care of millennials,
understood to mean those who were born between 1981 and 1996 and part-
ly generation Z, born between 1997 and 2012. But there is a new generation
of ‘I-Gen’, the name derived from i-phone, whose members are perhaps even
more enlightened and devoted so social causes than those targeted by the
61st amendment. It is 34 years since the voting age was lowered to 18 and
the biggest difference is that today’s I-Gens are born in the internet era,
which is a milestone in human history, impacting every aspect of life on this
planet. Pre- and post-internet youth have so much to differentiate between
them and today’s adolescents have been exposed to a lot more of experi-
ences that have influenced their thinking. They have no idea of life without
mobile technology and social media, both unknown to the previous genera-
tions. Studies have shown that today’s super-connected kids are more envi-
ronment conscious, tolerant, respectful and inclusive of diversities, but more
individualistic. Of course, they have their own problems related to mental
health, social interaction and less experience in interacting with others as
they spend more time texting and other activities on social media as well as
games. But they have all the attributes that merited the inclusion of millen-
nials and Gen-Z in universal adult franchise. It is, therefore, high time for fur-
ther lowering of voting rights to cover at least the 15-17 age group. I-Gen
members have shown that they are ambitious, dreaming and daring as well
as endowed with more problem-solving capabilities than those belonging to
the previous generations. There are at least a dozen successful Indian entre-
preneurs who made it big before they attained the present voting age. OYO
founder Ritesh Agarwal was only 17 when he set out building his empire,
valued at over $10 billion. With a personal worth of more than $1 billion, he
is supposed to be the second youngest self-made billionaire in the world.
Similarly, Nithin Kamath of Zeroda, the third biggest stock trader of the
country after ICICI and HSFC, began his stock trading when he was just 17.
Today Zeroda has over 7 million users, a large number of them belonging to
Gen-Z and I-Gen. There are many more successful teenage entrepreneurs in
India, such as Advait Thakur, who heads a global technology and innovation
company specialising in IoT related services and products; Tilak Mehta, one
of the youngest Forbes panelists and a TEDx speaker, whose Paper N Parcels
won him an youngest entrepreneur award; Akhilenda Sahu, recognized as
the world’s youngest serial entrepreneur; and Farrhad Acidwalla, whose
Rochstah Media success prompted CNN to interview him at the age of 17.
The first time when the age group 15-17 got highlighted was during the covid
pandemic when the vaccination drive was extended to cover the members of
this group. It was estimated that there were 7.4 crore people falling into this
age group for the purposes of vaccination. This is a substantially big age
group, which needs to be considered for inclusion in adult franchise. Their
inclusion could bring a new dimension to the country’s electoral politics, as
they have significant clout in determining the outcome of elections. A back
of the envelope calculation shows that the addition of 7.4 crore new voters
to the electorate would mean addition of over a lakh votes on an average to
every Lok Sabha constituency. A large number of candidates elected to the
Lok Sabha had margins of less than 50, 000 to 1 lakh votes and such
largescale addition to the voters list can tilt the balance in any constituency,
Given that the new voters are given more strongly to social causes and inclu-
sive traits, IGen could turn out to be the decisive factor in future elections.
Prime Minister Modi keeps talking about ‘yuva shakti’ and the qualities of
today’s youth. “Today’s youth does not want to walk on the pre-decided road.
They want to step into the unknown world. Their destination is new, their
goal is new, their path is new and their desire is new. Once our youth gets
determined, they work hard to achieve that goal. They start working day
and night on it.” It is high time that these young people get their well-
deserved right to participate in the most crucial decision making process in
running the country. 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee

WW e might be "giving sugar to an ant that bites us" or "not allow our
guests to return on an empty stomach" since centuries; but the hard

fact equally remains that for centuries we had massacred villages in the
name of caste, assaulted particular group of population for the audacity of
their women to sport garments in upper part of the bodies ("sole privilege"
of "higher" castes), banned the children of the Almighty from using com-
munity ponds roads temples or schools with even the child BR Ambedkar
forced to take lessons from outside the classroom. People were asked to
hang metallic bells/objects around their neck so that the "upper" castes can
become aware of their presence on hearing the sound and retain their "puri-
ty" by maintaining "safe" distance. Are these dreaded pictures exclusively
from that "golden Bharat" which was still to be "polluted" from "alien eth-
nicities and cultures". On the contrary, even "New India" of "Good Days"
gets regularly scandalised through physical /moral/cultural torture upon
Dalits whereby they are often prevented from setting up homes in "higher"
caste dominated localities, banned from stepping within temples, prohibit-
ed from taking services from barber shops frequented by "higher" castes
and even after death their bodies are shunned by crematoriums. What a
bizarre murder of humanity in this "liberal" land. Not to speak of regular
reports of incidents of murder or beating of Dalits for daring to sport mous-
tache or riding a horse to proceed for marriage. As far as that much zeal-
ously projected  "Vasudhaiva kutumbakam" is concerned, does this "philos-
ophy" go for a toss in case of vulnerable Rohingyas brutally tortured and
massacred in Myanmar. Why don't they get graciously welcomed in India
with open arms and heart. Why do the shrill call of "exterminating the ter-
mites" regularly get issued to threat the alleged "Bangladeshis", though
majority of them are full-fledged Indians in their own right. Just because
they have committed "sin" of taking birth as Bengalis and/or Muslims! Even
if some people have indeed illegally settled in India to escape hunger or reli-
gious atrocities in Bangladesh, still how can they be detained in prison in
such a country which boastfully chant "Vasudhaiva kutumbakam". Why has
the extravagant process of NRC been launched. So as to "throw out aliens"
instead of embracing all people irrespective of demographic quotient. Why
have the provisions of CAA not been extended to Muslims from Pakistan
Afghanistan or Bangladesh if India treats the whole world as "own relative".
And how we are "democrats by birth, by DNA" can be witnessed through
character assassination detention torture murder of innocents for daring to
express their opinion flowing opposite the "saffron mainstream", consuming
meat of a particular brand or marrying a person of "alien" religion specially
if the lady is a Hindu. Last but not the least, reputed historical research insti-
tutes are coming up with books celebrating Indian democracy (from Vedic
times), based upon which "remarkable" concept notes are coming up - - -
"Survival of Hindu culture in the face of 2000 years of invasion by alien eth-
nicities and cultures". It seems that India is a country of the Hindus, for the
Hindus, by the Hindus with the non-Hindu citizens of this country being of
"aggressor" and "alien" stock. What a specimen of "research" being indeed
conducted in this Constitutionally democratic diverse heterogenous country
supposed to be of all citizens irrespective of their religion and ethnicity.  It
is high time stern question needs to be asked - - "Hadn't Chandragupta
Maurya Ashoka Harshavardhana Kanishka Krishnadeva Raya gone for
empire expansion". Wasn't the process of invasion the norm in those
medieval times! How can we judge that practice through the prism of mod-
ern times, that too by casting  shrewd eyes upon a particular brand of reli-
gious dynasties only. Aren't the Khiljis Tughlaqs Mughals or Afghans (like
Sher Shah) part of Indian history culture architecture music or cuisine. What
a brand of "research" being presented by honchos of Indian history. And
those Hindus who claim to have descended from Aryan stock must answer
by which yardstick Muslims are invaders and "aliens" ; but they are not. The
deluge of rhetoric being furnished in the name of history democracy and
"liberalism" is utterly nauseating, to put it very mildly.

RHETORIC RHETORIC 
ALL AROUND! 

Lower Voting Age 
to include ‘I-Gen’ Voters

T he country celebrated
National Milk Day on the

26th of November. The occasion
is momentous because for one it
will mark the 101st birth an-
niversary of late Dr. Verghese
Kurien, the man who is credited
for ushering in India’s ‘White
Revolution’.

In many ways, the growth
and advancements in India’s
dairy sector have been symbolic
of the trajectory of the coun-
try’s influence and impact on
the global map. Under Shri
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
the country’s milk production
has gone up by more than 44%
and in the year 2020-2021, we
produced 210 MT of milk, that
constitutes 23% of the world’s
milk. India’s per capita milk
availability stood at 427 gram
per day in 2020-21 as against the
world average of 394 grams per
day during the same period.
The dairy sector in India has
been largely organised under
the cooperative structure and
the cooperatives have played a
pivotal role in increasing the ne-
gotiating power of dairy farm-
ers and help set the price of
Milk Procurement and Milk
Sale in their area of operations.
Unlike the scenario for crops
like rice and wheat, the
Government does not dictate
prices of dairy products and is
not involved in milk procure-
ment. This has fostered the au-

tonomy of Dairy Cooperatives
and encouraged them to be mar-
ket oriented. In fact, some of the
leading dairy cooperatives in
the country have managed to
surpass private companies in
both performance and profits.
India’s largest dairy company
Amul is an excellent testament
to the power and success of the
Cooperative model within the
country.

Now as we recover from the
aftermath of the pandemic, it
would be worthwhile to high-
light the role played by the
Government and the dairy co-
operatives to support dairy
farmers during the lockdown
period and beyond.

Milk procurement by the
dairy cooperatives continued to
rise throughout the pandemic
as it accepted the diverted addi-
tional milk of the farmers
which was otherwise sold to pri-
vate and unorganised players.
Milk procurement by the dairy
cooperatives registered an in-
crease of 7.9 per cent during
2020-21.

To extend support, the
Government of India launched
“Interest subvention on
Working Capital Loans” compo-
nent under the existing central
sector scheme – “Supporting
Dairy Cooperatives and Farmer
Producer Organisations en-
gaged in dairy activities (SDCF-
PO)” scheme. Such measures

helped our dairy industry re-
main resilient in the past two
years. To leverage the growing
potential of technology, a digital
platform called e-Gopala was
launched to enhance ease and
efficiency in the management of
livestock. This digital platform
can be used for obtaining Pashu
Aadhaar, Pashu Poshan, Ethno-
veterinary Medicines (EVM),
Animal Breeding related servic-
es and information.
Additionally, the E-Gopala App
also provides a platform for buy-
ing and selling of dairy ani-
mals, bovine semen, embryo etc.
To supplement the exercise, a
helpline for dairy farmers
called Pashu Mitra has been es-
tablished by the National Dairy
Development Board, that will
enable farmers to directly have
their queries on animal health
and nutrition answered by ex-
perts.

Given that Indian milk pro-
duction is expected to reach 270
MMT by 2025, corporations will
need to invest in processing fa-
cilities, and this provides an in-
vestment potential of USD 10
Billion within the dairy sector.
There is a chilling infrastruc-
ture deficit of roughly 120-130
MMT in dairy sector, which
translates into an investment
potential of approximately USD
2.6 billion, with a 17-20% expect-
ed return on investment over
the next 9-12 years. Another im-
petus for enhancing invest-
ments in dairy has to do with
our growing footprint in the ex-
ports market.

For instance, India’s cheese
exports under the HS Code 0406
have grown at a rate of 16%
CAGR during the period 2015-
2020. The major export destina-
tions were UAE, Bhutan, and
the United States of America.
Presently, there are more than
75 milk deficient countries
across the globe, with most of

them scattered across Asia,
Latin America, and Africa – this
presents a ripe opportunity for
India to make inroads into
newer markets. To this end, re-
cent initiatives like the National
Digital Livestock Mission will
go a long way towards enhanc-
ing traceability standards and
will enable Indian companies to
meet the quality standards set
by importing nations.

To boost investments in the
dairy sector, DAHD has set up
the Dairy Investment
Accelerator under which enti-
ties like Gates Foundation and
Invest India will collaborate to
provide pro bono services that
will include issue resolution, in-
vestment facilitation, assistance
with export strategy, market re-
search, location assessment, etc.
More importantly, dairying has
provided a reliable source of in-
come to traditional farmers
when crops have failed. The cur-
rent Government’s efforts have
been concentrated on trans-
forming the dairy industry
from an unorganized to an or-
ganized sector, with the end goal
of increasing farmers income,
and generation of employment
across the value chain.

The slew of recent schemes
like the Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure Development
Fund, Rastriya Gokul Mission,
Animal Husbandry Grand
Start-up Challenge, and the ex-
tension of Kisan Credit Card fa-
cilities to livestock farmers, will
usher in better standards and
innovations within our dairy
sector. Thus, on the 101st birth
anniversary of Dr Kurien, we
are confident that India is well
poised to emerge as a leading ex-
porter of dairy products in
times to come.

Writer is Union Minister
for Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying

India is well poised to emerge 
as a leader in dairy

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

A ccording to the British
Red Cross, more than

nine million people say they
are always or often lonely,
out of a population of 65.6
million. Loneliness is a
major problem in the mod-
ern world as traditional
roles and relationships of
both men and women have
change tremendously in the
last few decades.Loneliness
is a universal human experi-
ence that can affect us as
badly as any physical ail-
ment. The evidence shows
that being lonely is bad for
your physical and mental
health. Loneliness is harm-
ful to have because of the
negative health effects, how
hard it is to overcome and
how loneliness has no
boundaries. Loneliness is a
warning sign that our needs

are not being met. Hunger is
a sign that we need food,
thirst is a sign that we need
water and pain signals that
our body is sick and needs
healing and repair.There is
robust evidence that social
isolation and loneliness sig-
nificantly increase risk for
premature mortality, and
the magnitude of the risk
exceeds that of many lead-
ing health indicators. Today,
an emotional and psycholog-
ical problem tormenting the
elders is loneliness.
Environmental factors like
type of family, social net-
work, transportation issues
and place of residence, pop-
ulation migrations, etc. are
also some other significant
correlates of loneliness.
Loneliness can be overcome
through certain initiatives.
Volunteering time and tal-
ent can help put one’s own

situation in perspective,
bringing to light the posi-
tives. We need good relation-
ships in our life. Close fami-
ly members or close friends
can make a difference in our
life and can convince you
that you’re being seen.
Loneliness can hurt your
health. Not having not hav-
ing anyone to talk or vent to
can cause anxiety.
Loneliness can also be
forced. For young people
loneliness is mostly forced.
This is due to bullying.
Loneliness has been seen in
any person and can be
shaped in many different
ways. It can be seen “no mat-
ter their age, geographical
location, or background”
(Colorado 2019). Loneliness
has been seen at almost any
age, from adolescents to old
age. Loneliness can be one
of the most destructive feel-

ings humans are capable of
feeling. For loneliness can
lead to depression, suicide,
and even to raging out and
hurting friends. One can
fight loneliness, learn to
love isolation, make use of
the discomfort of time on
their own and come to re-
alise that sometimes the
best tunes come in solos
.Other studies have shown
that changing our thinking
altogether might be a more
foundational way of dealing
with loneliness.

Loneliness can creep
through your bones like a
disease, wash over you unex-
pectedly as if a stranger’s
vomit, or sit in the pit of
your stomach for weeks like
undigested chewing gum.
Especially, it turns out, if
you’re young. The elderly
should make efforts to make
friends and meet new peo-

ple, the kind one can turn to
for emotional support. They
could check with local sen-
ior centres and hospitals for
opportunities to volunteer.
For example, with a person
who feels particularly
unloved and unwanted,
someone close to them
should try to take a little
extra time to spend with
that person and try to set
aside a little extra time to
talk to the person.

Hobbies can keep them
motivated and forward-
thinking; they can help set
goals. They could adopt a pet
for company; caring for a pet
can renew the meaning and
purpose of one’s life.

They should recall aspects
of their past life, which will
enhance their emotional
health. This will make an in-
dividual less likely to be
lonely or withdrawn.

Loneliness is not lack of company, 
loneliness is lack of purpose 

PURSHOTTAM RUPALA
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Investment
opportunities 

Hyderabad:
Highlighting the ro-
bust aerospace and de-
fence ecosystem in
Telangana and the
abundant resources
available to do busi-
ness from Hyderabad,
state Industries
Minister K T Rama
Rao  assured the gov-
ernment's support to
the industry to estab-
lish manufacturing
and other facilities in
the state. Rama Rao,
who participated vir-
tually in an interac-
tive session organised
by the Society of
Indian Defence
Manufacturers
(SIDM) and the
Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII)
in New Delhi on
Monday, highlighted
the rich history of the
defence sector in
Hyderabad.

Consumer 
protection

New Delhi: The
Union Consumer
Affairs Ministry is or-
ganising a day-long
workshop in
Guwahati on
December 2 to address
the issues concerning
consumer protection
in northeastern
states, a senior gov-
ernment official said
on Tuesday. Union
Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit
Kumar Singh,
Additional Secretary
Nidhi Khare and sen-
ior officials of eight
states from the north-
east region as well as
from industry associa-
tions will take part in
the workshop.
Reducing the penden-
cy of cases in con-
sumer commissions,
strengthening infra-
structure, use of me-
diation for speedier
resolution of con-
sumer grievances, use
of e-filing for hassle-
free consumer griev-
ance redressal -- are
some of the issues to
be deliberated during
the workshop, the offi-
cial told PTI.

Investor conclave

New Delhi: The
coal ministry on
Tuesday said an in-
vestor conclave will
be held this week in
Mumbai in a bid to
encourage participa-
tion of bidders in the
commercial auction
of blocks. Coal
Minister Pralhad
Joshi will chair the
conclave to be held
on December 1.
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde will be the
chief guest.
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
will be the special
guest, the coal min-
istry said in a state-
ment. This month,
the coal ministry
launched the process
for sale of 133 coal
mines under the
sixth round of com-
mercial mines auc-
tion. In the first five
rounds, 64 coal
blocks have already
been put on sale.

GREEN CERTIFICATE

President of Global Affairs of Meta Nick Clegg receives 'green certificate' from FICCI
Committee Member Devin Narang during the launch of 'XR Open Source Fellowship
Program', a program to boost India's contribution towards the metaverse, by Meta in
partnership with FICCI and NeGD, at FICCI in New Delhi, Tuesday, Nov. 29.

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

The Finance Ministry
has called a meeting of
CEOs of banks, including
top six private sector
lenders, on December 5 to
discuss ways to promote
cross-border trade in the
rupee instead of the US
dollar. Besides, sources
said the meeting to be at-
tended by other stakehold-
ers, including senior offi-
cials of external affairs
and commerce ministries,
will review the progress
made on this front so far.

Financial Services

Secretary Vivek Joshi will
be chairing the meeting
and is also likely to see at-
tendance from representa-
tives of the Reserve Bank
of India and Indian Banks'
Association (IBA), sources
said.

Following detailed
guidelines from the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on cross-border
trade transactions in do-
mestic currency in July,
about nine special vostro
accounts have been
opened with two Indian
banks to facilitate over-
seas trade in the rupee.
Sberbank and VTB Bank --
the largest and second-
largest banks of Russia,
respectively -- are the first
foreign lenders to receive

the approval after the RBI
announced the guidelines.
RBI as per the guidelines
decided to put in place an
additional arrangement
for invoicing, payment,
and settlement of ex-
ports/imports in INR.
Another Russian bank
Gazprom, which does not
have its bank in India, has
also opened this account
with Kolkata-based UCO
Bank. The move to open
the special vostro account
clears the deck for settle-
ment of payments in the
rupee for trade between
India and Russia, enabling
cross-border trade in the
Indian currency, which the
RBI is keen to promote.
The RBI has allowed the
special vostro accounts to

invest the surplus balance
in Indian government se-
curities to help popularise
the new arrangement.
UCO Bank already has a
vostro account-based facil-
ity in Iran. Gazprombank,
or GPB, is a privately-
owned Russian lender and
the third-largest bank in
the country by assets.
"Indian importers under-
taking imports through
this mechanism shall
make payment in INR,
which shall be credited
into the special vostro ac-
count of the correspon-
dent bank of the partner
country, against the in-
voices for the supply of
goods or services from the
overseas seller/supplier,"
RBI had said earlier.

Finmin to meet heads 
of banks on Dec 5

̈ To promote 
cross-border 
trade in rupee

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

India will at the upcom-
ing G20 meeting plans to
pitch for a global alliance
on biofuels on lines of the
highly-successful interna-
tional solar alliance, Oil
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said on Tuesday. The
International Solar
Alliance (ISA) was con-
ceived as a coalition of
solar resource-rich coun-
tries to address their spe-
cial energy needs and was
launched on November 30,
2015 by India and France
to implement the Paris
Agreement. India, the
world's third largest oil-
consuming and importing
nation, is now pushing for
greater use of biofuels ex-
tracted from sugarcane,
cereals and agri waste as a
means to cut reliance on

crude oil. "We will utilise
our G20 presidency to try
and set up an internation-
al biofuel alliance like the
International Solar
Alliance," Puri said
KPMG's ENRich 2022 con-
ference here. India is tak-
ing over the presidency of
the group of 20 major
economies, also called G20,
and will host a meeting of
the member nations in
September next year.

With nations from
Brazil to the US producing

biofuels, the alliance
would look to develop an
ecosystem for fuel stan-
dards and engines and col-
laboration on technology
for faster adoption. Puri
said India is already using
petrol mixed with 10 per
cent ethanol extracted
from sugarcane and other
agri products (90 per cent
petrol, 10 per cent
ethanol). "We have
brought forward that tar-
get for mixing 20 per cent
ethanol in petrol to 2024-25
from 2030. And going by
the effort on ground, I can
say with some degree of
certainty that 20 per cent
blending can be achieved
even before 2024-25," he
said. Several major biofuel
producers, including the
US, Brazil, Argentina,
Indonesia and China, are
part of G20.

India to pitch for international
biofuels alliance at G20: Puri

Chennai, Nov 29: 

Two and three-wheeler
major TVS Motor
Company on Tuesday
rolled out its 2023 Special
Edition of its popular mo-
torcycle 160 4V Apache
RTR equipped with a host
of features. The 2023 TVS
Apache RTR 160 4V
Special Edition in pearl
white is priced at Rs 1.30
lakh (ex-showroom Delhi)
and available at its dealer-
ships across the country.
The 2023 TVS Apache
RTR160 4V Special Edition
comprises of new pearl

white colour, dual tone
seat, adjustable clutch and
brake levers, rear radial
tyre among many others.
The motorcycle is powered
by a 159.7 cc, oil-cooled,
fuel injected engine and
mated to a five-speed gear-
box. The special edition
variant comprises a 'light-
weight bullpup muffler' en-
hancing the RTR exhaust,
increase the power to
weight ratio with one kilo-
gram weight reduction.
"...we are delighted to in-
troduce the new 2023 TVS
Apache RTR 160 4V Special
Edition, offering a new re-
freshed colour option with
uniquely colour coordinat-
ed black and red alloys, a
lightweight bullpup ex-
haust and an array of ex-
citing features," TVS
Motor Company, head-
business premium Vimal
Sumbly said.

TVS Motor rolls out 2023 TVS
Apache RTR 160 4V at Rs 1.30 lakh

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

India's G20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant on Tuesday
said New Delhi will work
with countries to promote
digital public infrastruc-
ture to deepen financial in-
clusion and improve serv-
ice delivery. India will offi-
cially assume the G20 pres-
idency from the current
chair Indonesia on
December 1. Speaking at
the 7th edition of the
Global Technology
Summit organised by
Carnegie India, Kant said
India is taking over the
presidency of the G20 at a
time when the world is
going through a lot of tur-
moil. There is a geopoliti-
cal crisis in Europe, 200
million people have gone
below poverty line and 100

million people have lost
jobs due to COVID era, he
said while speaking on the
topic 'India's Digital Way:
The Road to G20 and
Beyond'. "There is a huge
crisis of global debt.
Almost 70 countries in the
world are facing a debt cri-
sis. We have the challenge
of a global supply chain
which is disrupted. You
have the challenge of cli-
mate action. "But every
crisis is also an opportuni-
ty. And to my mind, this is
a huge opportunity for
India," he said.

India to promote digital infra
to deepen financial inclusion:

Kant on G20 presidency

New Delhi, Nov 29:  

Soon after Tata group
announced the merger of
Vistara and Air India,
Vistara CEO Vinod
Kannan on Tuesday said
it will be business as
usual for all its stakehold-
ers during the integration
process, which will take
some time. Vistara is 51
per cent owned by Tata
group and the remaining
49 per cent shareholding
is with Singapore
Airlines (SIA). In a state-
ment, Kannan said that
Vistara is a fine manifes-
tation of its parent
brands Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, and
"we are delighted that we
will continue to be guided
by their legacies as we

merge with Air India".
"The integration process
will take some time, and
during this phase, it will
be business as usual for
all our stakeholders, in-
cluding customers. We
will continue to share rel-
evant information with
all of them, as appropri-
ate," he said. A full-serv-
ice carrier, Vistara was
the country's second-

largest domestic carrier
with a market share of 9.2
per cent in October.
Currently, the airline con-
nects 43 domestic and
overseas destinations and
operates more than 260
flights daily with a fleet of
54 aircraft. It has around
4,700 employees.

"There is enormous po-

tential for an airline
group with the scale and
network of the combined
entity. We look forward to
providing more opportu-
nities for our customers,
employees, and partners
while putting a spotlight
on Indian aviation on the
global stage," Kannan
said.

It will be business as usual during
integration process: Vistara CEO

Singapore Airlines on Tuesday said Vistara will be
merged with Tata group-owned Air India. Tata group
owns a 51 per cent stake in Vistara, and the remaining
49 per cent shareholding is with Singapore Airlines
(SIA). As part of the transaction, SIA will also invest
Rs 2,058.5 crore in Air India. "This would give SIA a
25.1 per cent stake in an enlarged Air India group with
a significant presence in all key market segments. SIA
and Tata aim to complete the merger by March 2024,
subject to regulatory approvals," SIA said in a release.

Vistara to merge with Air India: Singapore Airlines

Mumbai, Nov 29: 

The rupee slipped 3 paise to
close at 81.71 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Tuesday
as rising crude oil prices in the
international market weighed on
forex market sentiment.
However, a firm trend in domes-
tic equities and a weak
American currency overseas
capped the losses in the local
unit, forex traders said. At the
interbank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the local unit opened strong
at 81.58 but later slipped into
the negative territory. During
the session, it touched an intra-
day high of 81.57 and a low of
81.74 against the greenback.
The local unit finally settled at
81.71, registering a decline of 3
paise over its previous close of
81.68. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, slipped 0.33
per cent to 106.33. 

Mumbai, Nov 29: 

The Sensex and Nifty
ended at fresh lifetime
peaks on Tuesday amid a
largely firm trend in other
Asian markets and contin-
uous foreign fund inflows.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
gained 177.04 points or 0.28
per cent to settle at
62,681.84, its fresh record

closing high. During the
day, it jumped 382.6 points
or 0.61 per cent to its life-
time intra-day peak of
62,887.40. The broader NSE
Nifty advanced 55.30
points or 0.30 per cent to
end at 18,618.05, its fresh
record closing high.
"While the winning streak
continued and key bench-
marks scaled new highs,
investors traded with cau-
tion in a slightly volatile
market. There are worries
about growing protests in
China over the imposition
of strict lockdowns, which
markets fear could hurt
the already slowing global
economy. "If the situation
doesn't improve, this could
impact the market.

Sensex, Nifty settle at
fresh lifetime highs

̈ Maintain winning
momentum for 6th day

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

Sebi has put in place a
revised framework for
seeking its prior approval
for changes in control of
stock brokers, depository
participants and other
market intermediaries.
The framework will be ap-
plicable for stock
broker/clearing member,
depository participant, in-
vestment adviser, research
analyst or research entity,
registrar to an issue and
share transfer agent and
KYC (Know Your Client)
Registration Agencies
(KRAs). In a circular on
Monday, the regulator said
the changes have been
made to streamline the
process of providing ap-
proval to the proposed
change in control of the
entities. Under the provi-
sions, which will be effec-
tive from December 1, an
intermediary should
apply online for Sebi's
prior approval and along

with the application, the
entity concerned has to
submit various details, in-
cluding the current and
proposed shareholding
pattern of the applicant.

"The prior approval
granted by Sebi shall be
valid for a period of six
months from the date of
such approval within
which the applicant shall
file application for fresh
registration pursuant to
change in control," it said.
The application should be
accompanied by informa-
tion/declaration/under-
taking about itself, the ac-
quirer/person as well as
the director/partner of
the acquirer/person who
will have the control.

Information about
whether any action has
been initiated under Sebi
regulations against the en-
tity and any pending in-
vestor complaints should
be submitted to the regu-
lator. Among other infor-
mation, the entity has to

provide declaration that
there will not be any
change in the board of di-
rectors till the time prior
approval is granted. "...
pursuant to grant of prior
approval by Sebi, the in-
cumbent shall inform all
the existing
investors/clients about
the proposed change prior
to effecting the same, in
order to enable them to
take informed decision re-
garding their continuance
or otherwise with the new
management," the circu-
lar said.

The 'fit and proper per-
son' criteria should also be
complied with. In case the
entity is a registered stock
broker, clearing member
or a depository partici-
pant, then NOC (No
Objection Certificate)
should be obtained from
all stock exchanges/clear-
ing corporations/deposi-
tories where the entity is a
member/depository par-
ticipant.

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

Aligned with the philos-
ophythat skin needs nutri-
ents just like the body to be
healthy, Amway India, one
of the country’s leading
FMCG direct-selling com-
panies, announced the
repositioning of its premi-
um skincare brand
Artistry to Visibly Healthy
Beauty by foraying into
skin nutrition with
Artistry Skin Nutrition
line in India. In the first
phase of the launch, the
company introducedan
anti-aging range of renew-
ing and firming solution
sets.

Thenew range goes be-
yond skincare to deliver
skin nutrition fusing the
power of science and na-
ture. These products are
enriched withplant-based
botanicals from Nutrilite
farms and are a paraben-
free,vegan skincare line
powered by cutting-edge
skin science and better

manufacturing processes
to ensure they are pure,
safe, and effective.

Talking about the repo-
sitioning of the brand and
the new launch, Ajay
Khanna, CMO, Amway
India said, “The health-
conscious consumers of
today are increasingly
looking for products that
are enhanced with nutri-
ents. Leveraging our ex-
pertise in nutrition with
Nutrilite, a brand backed
by a rich legacy of over 80

years on the plant-based
approach to supplementa-
tion, it was a natural pro-
gression for us to present
this skincare range de-
rived from the best of sci-
ence and best of nature
with the powerful botani-
cals from our Nutrilite
farms revealing visibly
Healthy beauty.

We are delighted to in-
troduce the first phase of
the Artistry Skin
Nutrition line, which in-
cludes an anti-aging range
of seven products, that has
ablend of Nutrilite and
Artistry skin science ex-
pertise.Further, the Anti-
aging market in India is
estimated to grow at a
CAGR of 8.84% in the next
five years , which indi-
cates immense potential
for this segment”. He fur-
ther added, “Pastfew years
witnessed heightened
awareness around holistic
healththat has given rise
to an inherent need for vis-
ibly healthy skin”.

Sebi revises framework for approving
changes in control of market intermediaries

Amway India repositions its
Premium Skincare Brand Artistry

Rupee falls 3 paise
to close at 81.71
against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 29:  

The Reserve Bank on Tuesday
said it will launch the first
pilot for retail digital rupee
(e?-R) on December 1, 2022, in
which four banks including SBI
and ICICI Bank will initially
participate. On November 1,
the RBI had launched the first
pilot in the digital rupee -
wholesale segment.
Announcing the operationali-
sation of Central Bank Digital
Currency Retail (e?-R) Pilot,
the RBI said the pilot would
cover select locations in
closed user group (CUG) com-
prising participating cus-
tomers and merchants. "The
e?-R would be in the form of a
digital token that represents
legal tender. It would be
issued in the same denomina-
tions that paper currency and
coins are currently issued," it
said. It would be distributed
through banks and users will
be able to transact with e?-R
through a digital wallet
offered by the participating
banks and stored on mobile
phones/devices. 

RBI to launch pilot
of retail digital
rupee on Dec 1

Shubhaavi reveals upcoming twist in
'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' storyline

'B
ade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' actress Shubhaavi
Choksey talks about the upcoming se-
quence and how her on-screen character

Nandini is going to introduce some interesting
twists in the story.

In the previous episode, both Ram (Nakuul
Mehta) and Priya (Disha Parmar) are seen meet-
ing with an accident due to which Ram loses his
memory and no longer remembers that Priya is

his wife. Now, to be always with Ram and take prop-
er care of him, Priya applies for the post of his PA in
his office assuming the name Lovely.

Now, however, Priya/Lovely will be seen resigning
from her position and Nandini trying everything to
keep Ram away from her.

Shubhaavi says: "Since the time Priya entered
Ram's life, Nandini has always felt insecure. Now as
a result of Ram's medical condition, Nandini has fi-

nally got the golden opportunity to control his
life and keep Priya away."

Continuing with the narrative,
Shubhaavi says: "Somewhere Nandini
is also sure that Priya won't give up
that easily so Nandini too doesn't
want to let go of this opportunity
by hook or by crook. She has en-
sured and blocked all the ways for
Priya to reach out to Ram but isn't
aware of Priya's plans."

She concludes by noting: "It will
be interesting to see how Nandini
reacts when she gets to know Ram
helping Pihu with her skit competi-
tion."

'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Kangana to headline
‘Chandramukhi 2’,
sequel to
Rajanikanth's
‘Chandramukhi’

A
fter 'Thalaivii', actress Kangana Ranaut will be
seen in another Tamil movie. This time, the
actress will be essaying the titular role of

Chandramukhi in 'Chandramukhi 2', directed by P.
Vasu. The film's prequel, which released in 2005,
starred superstar Rajanikanth and Jyothika Saravanan.
'Chandramukhi' was a remake of the Malayalam film
'Manichitrathazhu' and was adapted in Hindi as the
Akshay Kumar-starrer 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa'.
In 'Chandramukhi 2', Kangana will be seen playing
the role of a renowned dancer in the king's court
who's known for her dancing skills and breathtaking
beauty. Renowned Tamil Actor Raghava Lawrence
will be seen opposite Kangana Ranaut. National
award winning costume designer Neeta Lulla will
be working on the film, she has amped up the
curiosity for the film with a sketch of the charac-
ter. When contacted Neeta Lulla mentioned: "To
create a character who is the epitome of grace
in every adaa, her looks, her hair, her stance
and walk exude and portray the spirit of dance.
To me, that is Chandramukhi. The film is going
to be a beautiful yet challenging experience.
I'm very excited to be working again with
Kangana in this project, her sheer strength as
an actor lies in the ability to lose herself to
the character she is playing. Can't wait to
see what amalgamates in 'Chandramukhi
2'". As per source, Kangana will start
shooting the first schedule of the film
in the first week of December. The
actress will be taking a small break
from her second directorial
'Emergency' and the second
schedule of 'Chandramukhi 2'
will commence in January
after 'Emergency' wraps
up. If sources are to be
believed Chandramukhi
2 is produced by one
of the biggest pro-
duction house Lyca
films who's
recent release
was PS 1.

ACROSS

1. Singer ____ Ronstadt

6. Box

10. In the center of

14. Basketball's Shaquille ____

15. Genesis man

16. Sit for an artist

17. Horse's chamber

18. Horseback game

19. French female

20. Most tender

22. Made a witty reply

24. Declaration

26. Assoc.

29. Buddy (Fr.)

30. Mea ____

34. Dessert choice

35. Pull apart

37. In the sky

38. Biblical locale

40. Plant beginnings

42. Certain nobleman

43. Vacation spot

45. Join metal

47. Spanish waterway

48. Sports locale

49. Maui garland

50. Vane dir.

51. Most rapid

56. Coniferous evergreen (2 wds.)

59. Expire

63. Diving bird

64. Coffeepots

66. Sound

67. Has obligations

68. Flat bread

69. Prophets

70. Colorless

71. Midterm, e.g.

72. Obliterate

DOWN

1. Profit and ____

2. Occupied with

3. Advance upon

4. Valleys

5. Sports VIP (hyph.)

6. Beanie

7. Love dearly

8. Capital of Oregon

9. Act the ham

10. Camera opening

11. Shed feathers

12. Emerald ____

13. Ownership paper

21. Least wild

23. Previously

25. Fork prong

26. "Carmen," e.g.

27. Bus patron

28. Silly ones

31. Untruthful ones

32. Eiffel Tower locale

33. Permit

36. Lawn moisture

37. Slumbering

39. Absurdity

41. Sub shop

44. Attentive

46. Malady

52. Burst forth

53. Supernatural

54. Small depressions

55. More faithful

56. Drop heavily

57. Dubuque's state

58. Christmas carol

60. Brainstorm

61. Knights

62. Sprinkler attachment

65. Used a stool
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TV’s gharelu comedy
show Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan has completed

its 900 episodes. The show
narrates the escapades of

Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi), his

Dabangg Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna

Pathak), an obstinate
mother, Katori
Amma (Himani

Shivpuri), and his
nine notorious chil-

dren, has been success-
fully entertaining the au-

diences with its rib-tick-
ling tracks. To celebrate

their success, the entire team
cut the cake on the sets. Speaking
about 900 episodes completion,
Yogesh Tripathi, aka Daroga
Happu Singh, says, “Making
someone laugh is not easy, and
comedy is said to be the tough-
est genre. I feel lucky to be a
part of the show, which has
consistently managed to tickle
viewers’ funny bones. Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan has given me
an opportunity and gratified
me as an actor, but also, the
character’s popularity has
made me a household name.
Everywhere I go, my fans call

out to me using the phrase‘ Arre
Dada’. I feel proud when fans
across the country refer to me as
Happu instead of Yogesh. During
my recent trip to Varanasi for Dev
Deepawali with Kamna, I decided
to explore the city as Yogesh.

However, I was surprised at how
many people recognised me with-
out my costume and insisted on
taking selfies while telling me how
much they enjoyed our show.
Achieving another milestone by
completing 900 episodes is a testa-

ment to the team's hard work.
Darshakon ne hampar apna jo
pyaar nyochavar kiya unka bhaut
shukriya! Continue watching
your favourite Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, airing every Monday to
Friday at 10:00 pm only on &TV!

‘Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’ 
celebrates 900 episodes completion!

T
V actress Yukti
Kapoor, who is
known for her role

of SHO Karishma Singh
in the popular sitcom
'Maddam Sir', said that it
is important for actors to
maintain their fitness,
which helps their overall
health.

Yukti begins her day by
having a glass of methi
(fenugreek) water. She
then works out, beginning
with planks for 10 minutes
followed by 10-12 minutes
of yoga practice.

She shared: "Fitness
plays a very crucial role in
my life. Acting as a profes-
sion, on the other hand, re-
quires long hours of non-
stop shooting with no
clear idea of when one
would get free in the day.
During days when I am on

set and I am informed that
there is some time for the
shot to be set up, I make it
a point to utilise that time
for a relaxing yoga ses-
sion."

Yukti was part of shows
such as 'Balika Vadhu',
'Siya Ke Ram', 'Laal Ishq',
'Agniphera', among others.

She spoke further:
"There are effective yoga
asanas that not only help
you relax, but also benefit
your body. I also make sure
to meditate for 15-20 min-
utes on set, which helps
me to regain my calm and
inner peace. This is about
being present with myself,
mind and body. During
long shooting days, this
'me time' allows me to
recharge my body and con-
tinue positively the rest of
the day."

Yukti Kapoor of ‘Maddam Sir’ starts
her day with glass of methi water

A
fter setting foot in
films, television,
OTT, and theatre,

actor Indu Prasad is all set
to join &TV's Ek
Mahanayak - Dr B. R.
Ambedkar. The actress will
be seen essaying the role of
Aarti, who works under a
British officer and whose
ideologies do not match
with Bhimrao (Atharva).
Indu’s entry will add new
drama and twists to the
plot. About her character,
Aarti, Indu Prasad shares,
“Aarti is a young girl who
works for a British officer
and has big aspirations.
She is ideologically op-
posed to Bhimrao
(Atharva). Bhimrao firmly
believes that individuals
from his caste should fight
oppression and aspire for a
better future, whereas

Aarti thinks that those
from their caste should
serve the upper caste and
not dream big. Her appear-
ance in the show will add
an exciting twist to the
story” Adding further,
Indu says, “I feel honoured
to be a part of Ek
Mahanayak —Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar. It is one of the
most inspiring shows, with
a compelling storyline and
strong characterization.

Indu Prasad enters 
‘Ek Mahanayak – Dr B.R. Ambedkar’

Sony Entertainment
Television’s period drama

'Punyashlok Ahilyabai has kept
the viewers intrigued with the
inspiring tale of the legendary
queen, Ahilyabai Holkar. The

show has brought forth the
noteworthy journey of a
woman, who devoted her life
to defeating patriarchal norms
and made positive contribu-
tions for the welfare of the
people, particularly women,
with the support of her father-
in-law, Malhar Rao Holkar
(Rajesh Shringarpore). With
her noble work, Ahilya Bai
(Aetasaa Sansgiri) proved to
be an exemplary example of
how a person becomes great
not by gender or birth but by
their deeds. In the on-going
track, audience will witness
another chapter of her life
journey as she stands along-
side, advices and supports,
Khanderao (Gaurav Amlani) in
the battle of Kumher.

‘Playing the role of
Khanderao has been
the biggest reward’

A
rjun Kapoor has begun
shooting for his next movie
in Delhi. The actor had ear-

lier shot three of his films in the
national capital, all of which he de-
scribes as "special films". For the
same reason, the actor feels that

the city is lucky for him. The
yet-to-be-titled film will be re-
portedly directed by
Mudassar Aziz of 'Pati Patni
Aur Woh' fame. Talking
about shooting in Delhi,
Arjun said: "Delhi has al-
ways been special for me
and it has been a hugely
lucky charm for me. I shot
'2 States', 'Ki & Ka',
'Sandeep Aur Pinky
Faraar' in the national
capital and all these films
turned out to be some of
the most special films in
my filmography and gave
me tremendous recogni-
tion that I'm grateful for."
The actor is "excited to be
back in Delhi" and hopes that
Delhi will add its magical touch
and make this film again a stand-
out one for his career in cinema.

Arjun starts shooting for next film
in Delhi, says city lucky for him



Spectator with rainbow flag runs
onto field at World Cup

Lusail, Nov 29 (AP): 

A protester ran onto the field Monday carrying a
rainbow flag and wearing a blue Superman T-shirt
that said "SAVE UKRAINE" on the front and "RE-
SPECT FOR IRANIAN WOMAN" on the back during
a World Cup match between Portugal and Uruguay.
Security officials chased the protester down and the
flag was dropped on the field before the person was es-
corted away. The referee then picked up the flag and
left it on the sideline, where it stayed for a few mo-
ments before a worker came and collected it. The pro-
tester was ushered away through a tunnel. It wasn't
immediately clear if the person faced any charges or
had been detained by police.

Swiss loss sets up enticing rematch
with Serbia at World Cup

Doha, Nov 29 (AP):  

Switzerland's loss made its upcoming World Cup re-
match all the more enticing, and with a lot more on the
line. Ever since the match schedule was made in April,
the Group G game between Switzerland and Serbia has
been one to keep an eye on. Not just because of the tal-
ented players on both teams, but because of the political
tensions they brought on the field when they met at the
last World Cup. Four years ago in Russia, Switzerland
captain Granit Xhaka celebrated his goal against Serbia
by making a double-headed eagle with his hands
thumbs representing the heads of the two eagles, fin-
gers fanned to look like feathers. The figure is consid-
ered to be an Albanian nationalist symbol.

Iran-US World Cup clash rife 
with political tension

Doha, Nov 29 (AP):  

The last World Cup clash between the United States
and Iran 24 years ago is considered one of the most po-
litically charged matches in soccer history. This time,
the political overtones are just as strong and relations
perhaps even more fraught as the U.S. and Iran face off
once again on Tuesday in Qatar. Iran's nationwide
protests, its expanding nuclear program and regional
and international attacks linked back to Tehran have
pushed the match beyond the stadium and into geopoli-
tics. No matter the outcome, tensions are likely only to
worsen in the coming months. When relations soured
between the U.S. and Iran depends on who you ask.
Iranians point to the 1953 CIA-backed coup that cement-
ed Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi's power.

Messi, Argentina play Poland 
for survival at World Cup

Doha, Nov 29 (AP): 

Lionel Messi has al-
ready come to Argentina's
rescue at the World Cup.
He might just have to do it
all over again. Another
emotionally charged
evening awaits Messi and
the soccer-mad south
American nation that wor-
ships him when Argentina
meets Poland on
Wednesday for a match
with so much on the line.
For Messi, who is playing
in likely his last World
Cup.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  NOVEMBER  30,  2022 11

WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Lusail (Qatar), Nov 29 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
wheeled away in celebra-
tion, acting as though he
had scored yet another
goal at the World Cup. Not
this time. Instead, it was
Bruno Fernandes eventu-
ally credited with the goal
that set up Portugal's 2-0
win over Uruguay on
Monday, advancing the
team into the last 16.

Fernandes curled in a
cross from the left that
barely went over the head
of the leaping Ronaldo
and bounced into the far
corner of the net in the
54th minute to
give Portugal
a 1-0 lead.

A grinning
Ronaldo threw
his arms in the air, sug-
gesting he got the final
touch, and was embracing
Fernandes as multiple
close-up replays were
being shown on the big
screens in Lusail
Stadium.

The goal wound up
being awarded to
Fernandes, who added a
second from the penalty
spot in stoppage time after
a handball by Jose Maria
Gimenez.

Fernandes was denied a
hat trick with virtually
the last kick of the game,

his shot from outside the
area hitting the post and
bouncing wide.

Portugal, which opened
with a 3-2 win over Ghana,
became the third team to
reach the last 16 after
France and Brazil.

Uruguay has one point
from two matches and
needs to beat Ghana on
Friday to stand a chance
of advancing.

FIELD INVASION

The match was briefly in-
terrupted just before the
goal by a protestor carrying
a rainbow flag and wearing
a blue Superman T-shirt
that said "SAVE UKRAINE"
on the front and "RESPECT
FOR IRANIAN WOMAN"
on the back. Security offi-
cials chased the protestor
down and the flag was
dropped on the field.

Portugal advances to last
16, beats Uruguay 2-0

Portugal's forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo takes a free kick during
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football match between Portugal
and Uruguay at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Doha, Nov 29 (AP):

Brazil overcame the ab-
sence of Neymar to beat
Switzerland 1-0 and ad-
vance to the round of the
16 of the World Cup on
Monday. Casemiro scored
in the 83rd minute with a
shot from inside the area
to put Brazil in the last 16
with a match to spare in
Group G.

Brazil forward Neymar
stayed at the team's hotel
treating a right ankle in-
jury sustained in the
opener in Qatar. Team
doctors have not yet given
a timetable on his return
or said if he will return
at all.

The win gave Brazil six
points from two matches,
leaving Switzerland with
three. Serbia and
Cameroon, which drew 3-
3 earlier Monday, have
point each.

Switzerland, which had
no attempts on target,
needs a win in the last
match against Serbia to
guarantee its spot in the
next stage. A draw may
be enough depending on
the match between Brazil
and Cameroon.

The result extended
Brazil's unbeaten run in
the group stage to 17
matches, with 14 wins
and three draws. It has
lost only one of its last 29
group games, with the
last defeat coming
against Norway in 1998 in
France.

Switzerland had lost

only two of its last 13
group matches at the
World Cup.

It was an even match
early on, with both teams
trying to control the
game but not creating
many significant
chances. Without its in-
jured playmaker, Brazil

struggled to get near
Switzerland's area until
Casemiro scored with a
nice one-timer into the
far corner, using the out-
side of his right foot in a
shot that deflected slight-
ly off defender Manuel
Akanji.

Brazil coach Tite re-
placed Neymar with mid-
fielder Fred, freeing up
Lucas Paquet to play clos-
er to the attack. der Milit
o, who plays as a central
defender at Real Madrid,
came in for Danilo in the
right back position, in-
stead of veteran Dani
Alves.

With Paquet not being
able to create much for
Brazil, Tite began the sec-
ond half with Rodrygo in
the team. Richarlison,
who scored both of
Brazil's goals in the open-
er, was not as effective
and was substituted in
the second half.

Vin cius J nior thought
he had given Brazil the
lead with a shot from in-
side the area after a pass
by Casemiro in the 64th,
but video review deter-
mined there was offside
in the buildup. Few had
noticed it until the VAR
call was announced at
Stadium 974.

Both teams won their
opening matches, with
Brazil defeating Serbia 2-
0 and Switzerland beating
Cameroon 1-0. Brazil and
Switzerland also met in
the group stage in 2018,
drawing 1-1.

Brazil edges Switzerland 1-0

Brazil's midfielder #05
Casemiro celebrates with 

teammate defender #03 Thiago
Silva after their his team's win

in the Qatar 2022 World Cup
Group G football match

between Brazil and Switzerland
at Stadium 974 in Doha.

Christchurch, Nov 29 (PTI):

Frustrated by the fickle
weather, a desperate
Indian team would pray
for a rain-free final ODI
against New Zealand in its
bid to finish on an even
keel in a series that nei-
ther had context nor any
major takeaways.

There is forecast of scat-
tered showers in
Christchurch and nothing
can be more irritating
than playing a series
where the Gen-Next of
Indian cricket hardly got
any game time to show
their prowess.

Out of five white-ball
games that also includes
three-match T20I series,
two matches (one T20I and
one ODI) didn't yield any
result and one game (T20I)
was curtailed significantly
and ended in a tie due to
Duckworth-Lewis method.

With the series in line,
Shikhar Dhawan and his
men would aim to put up
an impactful performance
at the picturesque Hagley
Oval ground, which has

traditionally helped the
seam bowlers and has an
average score in the 230
range in the past few
years. The Indian batting

in first Powerplay (first 10
overs) has been much
talked about and even
though skipper Dhawan
has been a prolific ODI
opener over the years,
even he understands that
to secure his place for the
next World Cup, his ap-
proach needs a sea change.

His young opening part-
ner Shubman Gill, howev-
er, has shown more intent
in shot selection with
scores of 50 and 45 not out
in the two games.

So has Indian cricket's
current blue-eyed boy
Suryakumar Yadav, whose
three sixes in a short 12.5
overs of play at the Seddon
Park, did send the Indian
supporters into raptures.

But the bigger challenge
for Indian batting line-up
will be to put up an above
par score against New
Zealand on a ground
where swing bowlers have
ruled the roost in the past
few ODI games.

And for that, not just the
openers or Surya but the
likes of Rishabh Pant also
needs to step up and be

counted. Rishabh's ODI
record is pretty impressive
but currently, the runs
have dried up since the
tour of England (primari-
ly in 20 over cricket) and
he is one player, who needs
to fire in order to ensure
that Indian middle-order
looks competitive against
a quality Black Caps at-
tack. Rishabh's presence
and lack of bowling op-
tions among the specialist
batters also effectively
mean that Sanju Samson
has to once again sit out,
like the last game where
Deepak Hooda, because of
his all-round skills, was
preferred over the im-
mensely popular cricketer
from Kerala. Similarly, the
Indian bowling attack
would get a conducive
bowling track to ask some
probing questions to the
likes of Tom Latham and
Kane Williamson, who
have proved to be the
thorn in flesh during the
last game.

Desperate India hope for
full game in final ODI

Match Starts: 7 am IST.

Indian cricketer Yuzvendra
Chahal at a training session.

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen on Tuesday jumped two
spots to regain his career-best
sixth position in the latest
BWF World Rankings.
The 21-year-old from Almora,
who had a stellar run this sea-
son, has 75,024 points from 23
tournaments.
Kidambi Srikanth and H S
Prannoy remained static at
world number 11 and 12
respectively.
Women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand broke into the top

20 by jumping two places to
world number 19.
The pair, winner of bronze
medal in Birmingham
Commonwealth Games, has
46,020 points from 17 tourna-
ments.
French Open and
Commonwealth Games cham-
pions Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty remained in
the seventh spot in men's dou-
bles.
Mixed doubles pair of Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha Crasto
also remained at the 24th
position.
Double Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu, who hasn't played any
tournament since the
Birmingham CWG due to an
ankle injury, also stayed at the
world number six position.

Lakshya Sen regains
career-best sixth spot

̈ Gayatri-Treesa
breaks into top 20
in BWF rankings

Cox's Bazar , Nov 29 (PTI):

The pace-spin combo of
Navdeep Saini and
Saurabh Kumar im-
pressed the most as India
A grabbed the opening-day
honours after a command-
ing performance against
Bangladesh A in the first
unofficial Test here on
Tuesday.

Opting to field after win-
ning the toss, Saini (3/21),
Saurabh (4/23) and
Mukesh Kumar (2/25)
helped India A bundle out
their opponents for a pal-
try 112 in only 45 overs.

In reply, the visitors fin-
ished strongly at 120 for no
loss to go ahead by eight
runs by the time stumps
were drawn. Yashasvi
Jaiswal and India A skip-
per Abhimanyu Easwaran
were looking good at 61
and 53, respectively, when
play ended on the first day.

After Saini and Mukesh
picked up five of the top
six with just 63 runs on the

board, the hosts recovered
somewhat to cross three
figures owing to
Mosaddek Hossain's 63.

Hossain struck six fours
and three sixes after
Bangladesh were reeling

at 26 for five one stage.
However, the problem

with the home team was
that it's batters also strug-
gled against spin, with left-
arm spinner Saurabh run-
ning through the lower-
order to finish with excel-
lent figures.

The 29-year-old
Saurabh's performance as-
sumes significance as he
could be drafted into the
Indian Test team for the
upcoming two-match se-
ries in Bangladesh if star
all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja is ruled out.

When their time to bat
came, India A were served
well by the duo of young
Jaiswal and Easwaran as
the pair not only added 120
runs but also scored them
at a good rate. While
Jaiswal struck eight fours
in his 106-ball knock,
Easwaran found the fence
six times while facing 111
deliveries at the Sheikh
Kamal International
Cricket Stadium.

All-round India A take opening-day
honours against Bangladesh A

Saurabh Kumar took four wickets
in the eight overs he bowled.

Christchurch, Nov 29 (PTI):

The assortment of T20
leagues, including the cash-
rich IPL has entirely changed
the landscape of cricket with
more and more players
inclined to forego their nation-
al contracts in lure of lucrative
overseas deals, feels New
Zealand pacer Tim Southee.
Three New Zealand players --
Trent Boult, Martin Guptill and
Jimmy Neesham -- have so far
given up their central contract
to play in different leagues
across the globe.
"It has been an interesting last
few months where the land-
scape of cricket has changed,
quicker than most thought,"
Southee said ahead of
Wednesday's third ODI against
India. "I am contracted to New
Zealand Cricket at the moment
and I've been back to the IPL
(Indian Premier League) this
year and we'll see what hap-
pens over the coming years.
But it's definitely changing the
landscape of cricket to what it
was two-three years ago."

More players
might give central
contracts for T20
leagues: Southee

Adelaide, Nov 29 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team will look to ad-
dress its defensive woes
when it takes on world's
number one side
Australia in the third Test
here on Wednesday, hop-
ing to bounce back from
back-to-back defeats in the
five-match series here on
Wednesday.

A series of defensive
lapses saw world number
five India go down in the
first two Tests despite tak-
ing early lead and this will
be area which the team
will need to improve in the
third match.

India conceded a last-
minute goal to lose the
opening Test 4-5. In the
second game, they were
leading through skipper
Harmanpreet Singh's
third-minute goal but
were blown away in the
final quarter to go down 4-

7.
This series is crucial for

both the teams as it's a
part of preparations for
the World Cup in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela in Odisha, start-
ing January 13.

"We have gone through
the errors we have made
in the first two matches.
Australia is so quick in
converting from the set
plays even if they find the
slightest of gaps, hence we
must structure our de-
fence better,"
Harmanpreet said.

Both matches were
fiercely fought with India
and Australia going full
throttle in their attack.
They have utilized speed
to their advantage and
have scored a total of 20
goals in just two matches.

The two matches also
saw many penalty corners
being traded between both
teams.

Focus on defence as Indian
men’s hockey team faces 

formidable Australia in 3rd Test

Switzerland's forward #19 Noah Okafor (L) and Switzerland's
midfielder #23 Xherdan Shaqiri take part in a training at the
University of Doha training facilities in Doha on November 29.

USA's players attend a training session at Al Gharafa SC in
Doha, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football match
between Iran and USA.

Argentina's forward #10
Lionel Messi (R) and

Argentina's midfielder #07
Rodrigo De Paul attend a
training session at Qatar

University in Doha.
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President Droupadi Murmu with Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatreya, Chief Minister Manohar Lal and artists during the International Gita
Mahotsav, in Kurukshetra, Tuesday. 

INT’L GEETA MAHOTSAV

Lord Ayyappa devotees wait to offer prayers at the Sabarimala temple, in Pathanamthitta district, Monday.
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Agartala, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Hailing the history and
rich cultural heritage of
Tripura, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Tuesday said northeastern
states are the pillars of
India’s Act East Policy.

Describing his maiden
visit to Tripura after as-
suming the office of the
Vice President as “memo-
rable”, Dhankhar said he
was touched by the
warmth and affection of
the people shown by the
people . “Tripura and other
northeastern states are the
pillars of India’s Act East
Policy,” the Vice President
said.

The policy aims to
strengthen the economic
development of the north-
eastern region in order to
promote economic cooper-

ation, cultural ties, and de-
veloping a strategic rela-
tionship with countries in
the Indo-pacific region.
The 4C’s of Act East Policy
includes Commerce,
Connectivity, Capacity

building and Culture.
During his daylong visit to
Tripura, the Vice President
inaugurated an exhibition
on the “Historical and
Cultural Heritage of
Tripura” and presided over

a seminar on “New
Horizon of Educational
Development in Tripura”
at Maharaja Bir Bikram
College here.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dhankhar compli-
mented the state on its nu-
merous achievements in
the field of education, in-
cluding the steps taken to-
wards implementation of
New Education Policy -
2020. “It is a well thought
out policy aimed at trans-
formation of our education
sector and to make India a
Vishwa Guru again,” he
said. After completing his
Tripura visit, the Vice
President proceeded on his
onward journey to Kolkata
from Agartala Airport,
where he was seen off by
the governor, Chief
Minister Manik Saha and
other dignitaries.

‘NE states pillars of
India’s Act East Policy’

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar being presented a
memento by Tripura CM Manik Saha during a seminar on
‘New Horizon of Educational Development in Tripura’, in
Agartala, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Jailed AAP minister
Satyendar Jain has ap-
proached the Delhi High
Court challenging a trial
court order denying him
bail in a money launder-
ing case lodged by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). Jain said he is not in
a position to influence wit-
nesses or tamper with evi-
dence and is not a flight
risk if granted the relief
in the case of ED’s ECIR
(the equivalent of FIR)
registered on September
30, 2017 under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
The plea is likely to come
up for hearing later this
week.

Jain has challenged the
trial court’s November 17
order which dismissed his
bail plea on the ground
that he was prima facie in-
volved in concealing the
proceeds of crime.

In his plea, the AAP
leader claimed that since

he was not in possession of
any proceeds, the offence
under the PMLA was not
made out. It claimed that
the special judge and ED
have gravely misread and
misapplied the PMLA by
identifying proceeds of
crime solely on the basis of
accommodations entries
which cannot itself lead to
a punishable offence
under the Act.

Proceeds of crime
under the PMLA has to be
derived as a result of
scheduled criminal activi-
ty, it said. Jain, who was
arrested by the ED on May
30, is currently in judicial
custody. He was granted
regular bail by a trial
court on September 6, 2019
in the case lodged by the
CBI. Besides him, the trial
court had also denied bail
to two co-accused —
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush
Jain — saying that they
“knowingly” assisted Jain
in concealing the proceeds
of crime and were “prima
facie guilty” of money

laundering. The trial
court had said “prima
facie” Jain was “actually
involved in concealing the
proceeds of crime by giv-
ing cash to the Kolkata-
based entry operators and
thereafter, bringing the
cash into three compa-
nies... against the sale of
shares to show that in-
come of these three com-
panies was untainted
one.” “By this process, the
proceeds of crime to the
tune of 1/3rd of Rs 4.61
crore has been laundered.
Apart from that, Jain has
also used the same modus
operandi to convert his
proceeds of crime of Rs 15
lakh by receiving accom-
modation entries from
Kolkata-based entry oper-
ators in his company by
the name of J J Ideal
Estate Pvt Ltd,” it had
noted. It had said that Jain
had knowingly done such
activity to obliterate the
tracing of the source of ill-
gotten money and accord-
ingly the proceeds of

crime were layered
through Kolkata-based
entry operators in a way
that its source was diffi-
cult to decipher. “Hence,
a p p l i c a n t / a c c u s e d
Satyendar Kumar Jain has
prima facie indulged in
the offence of money laun-
dering of more than Rs 1
crore,” the trial court had
said, adding that money
laundering was a “serious
economic offence”.

The ED had arrested the
accused in the money
laundering case based on a
CBI FIR lodged against
Jain in 2017 under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act. Jain is accused of
having laundered money
through four companies
allegedly linked to him.

Recently, the court also
took cognisance of the
prosecution complaint
(charge sheet) filed by the
ED against Jain, his wife
and eight others, includ-
ing the four firms, in con-
nection with the money
laundering case.

Satyendar Jain moves HC challenging trial court order 
Denying bail in money laundering case

Ujjain, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday per-
formed puja with rituals
at the famous Mahakal
temple of Lord Shiva in
Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh after the Bharat
Jodo Yatra led by him en-
tered the holy city.

Clad in a red dhoti,
Gandhi performed all
the rituals under the
guidance of temple
priests. He was offered a
stole by the priests of the
temple.

After performing the
rituals, Gandhi prostrat-
ed in front of the sanc-
tum sanctorum of the
temple. He also sat for a
while beside the idol of

Nandi (the holy bull con-
sidered the vehicle of
Lord Shiva) on the tem-
ple premises.

This is the second visit
by Gandhi to a jyotirlin-
ga temple dedicated to
Lord Shiva in Madhya
Pradesh after his cross-
country Yatra entered
the Central state on
November 23. Gandhi,
his sister Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and her
family members on
Friday performed ‘Ma
Narmada’ aarti at the fa-
mous Omkareshwar
temple in Khandwa dis-
trict.

Gandhi later prayed at
the famous Shiva temple,
one of the 12 ‘jyotirlings’
in the country.

Rahul offers prayers
at Mahakal temple 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2299  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi High Court has set aside
an order of the Central
Information Commissioner
(CIC) directing the Centre to
disclose the details relating to
the passport held by an RTI
applicant’s estranged husband.
Justice Yashwant Varma said
the CIC order could neither be
countenanced nor upheld. The
court delivered its verdict on a
petition by the Ministry of
External Affairs challenging the
CIC order of May 2020. “This
court is of the considered opin-
ion that the order of the Chief
Information Commissioner,
directing the petitioner to make
the requisite disclosures can
neither be countenanced nor
upheld,” said the court in a
recent order. “The impugned
order of 15 May 2020 shall con-
sequently stand quashed and

set aside,” it added. The court,
while passing its order, relied on
an earlier high court decision
which emphasised on the pres-
ence of a “public interest ele-
ment” for the disclosure of per-
sonal information under the RTI
Act. The RTI applicant had filed
an application seeking details
relating to the passport held by
her estranged husband, mar-
riage certificate, address proof,
ID proof and other related docu-
ments. The Central Public
Information Officer (CPIO) said
since the disclosure as sought
would constitute “third party
information”, it is not liable to
be provided in terms of section
8(1)(j) (which deals with certain
exemptions) of the RTI Act. The
order was upheld on first appeal
before the appellate authority.
However, the CIC rejected the
view taken by the CPIO and the
first appellate authority and
directed the MEA to provide
information as sought by the
wife in her RTI application.

HC sets aside CIC
order for disclosure
of passport details 
 Of estranged

husband

Puri, Nov 29 (PTI): 

A 23-year-old YouTuber
from Bangladesh was ar-
rested here for allegedly
taking photos of Jagannath
temple’s sanctum sancto-
rum on phone, in violation
of the ban imposed on
gadget use at the shrine,
and posting those on social
media, a police officer said
on Tuesday.

A local court later grant-
ed him bail as the offence
was non-cognizable in na-
ture, the officer said. The
pictures, uploaded by
Akash Chowdhury on
Facebook, went viral short-
ly after it was posted a week
ago, sparking concerns
over security at the 12th
century shrine. A case was
registered against
Chowdhury, a resident of
Bangladesh’s Sylhet re-
gion, at Singhdwar police
station here by the temple
administration, the officer

said. Chowdhury, who had
left for Vrindavan, re-
turned to Puri on Monday
on being summoned by the
police. He was arrested
under various sections of
Shri Jagannath Temple
Act, 1954, and the IT Act, for
violating rules and clicking
pictures of the sanctum
sanctorum (Garba Gruha),
and then posting them on
Facebook. His phone and
passport were also confis-
cated. The 23-year-old man
secured his bail from a
local court later in the day.
“Chowdhury, a YouTuber
and member of a religious
outfit, hails from
Radhakunj Sarada Bhawan
of East Zinda Bazaar in
Sylhet district of
Bangladesh. He had al-
legedly secretly taken some
photographs on his mobile
phone inside Shree
Jagannath Temple and sub-
sequently shared those on
Facebook,” the officer said.

B’deshi YouTuber
held for taking pics
inside Puri temple

Baramulla (J&K), Nov
29 (PTI): A group of
women living in this north
Kashmir town abutting
the India-Pakistan LoC
are scripting a success
story by growing mush-
rooms in their homes and
using the sale profit to
fund their education and
other needs.

The agriculture office of
the district, located along
the banks of the Jhelum
river, launched a “vertical
farming” programme
along with women self
help groups (SHGs) about
two years back and the ini-
tiative is now bearing
fruit.

“We have 88 mushroom
farming clusters in this
district as part of which 22
women have been engaged
till now. The aim is to fi-

nancially empower the
women within their
household, where they
spend their maximum
time,” Yadvinder Singh,

the chief agriculture offi-
cer of the district, told
PTI.

The district administra-
tion provides an initial

support fund of Rs 15,000
to each women entrepre-
neur along with 100 bags
of mushroom seeds
known as spawn, he said.

The success story of
these clusters are encour-
aging more women to
come forward and officials
feel this is helping break
the proverbial glass ceil-
ing in the rural Kashmiri
community where women
are not much seen step-
ping outside the house-
hold to earn a living.

Baramulla shares about
105 km of the India-
Pakistan Line of Control
(LoC) that is just about 35-
40 km from the main town.
It is located about 54 km
north-west from the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir, Srinagar.

Mushroom cultivation empowering women

Kashmiri women harvest mushrooms at an in-house mushroom farming unit run by
them, in Jammu and Kashmir’s Baramulla. 

 In north
Kashmir town

Amritsar, Nov 29 (PTI):
A women squad of the
Border Security Force has
foiled a cross-border drug-
smuggling attempt in
Punjab’s Amritsar district
by shooting down a drone,
which was entering India
from Pakistan with 3.1 kg
of narcotics, officials said
on Tuesday.

The troops noticed that
the drone was entering the
Indian territory near
Chaharpur village,
around 40 km north of
Amritsar city, on Monday
night, according to offi-
cials.

Two female constables
of the 73 battalion fired 25
rounds at the drone and
brought it down at 11.05
pm. During a search oper-

ation, the BSF recovered a
partially-damaged hexa-
copter, an unmanned aeri-
al vehicle (UAV) with six
rotors.

The drone, weighing 18
kg, was carrying 3.11 kg of
narcotics, which was
wrapped in a white poly-
thene that was attached
underneath it, the BSF
said.

“Alert troops of BSF
once again were able to
capture a drone and foil a
smuggling attempt. The
drone was shot down by
women personnel,” a
spokesperson for the force
said. Another drone was
spotted near the Vadai
Cheema border outpost at
10.57 pm on Monday, an of-
ficial said.

Pak drone shot down by
BSF women constables 



Chief Secretary
AAmmaarraavvaattii:: Indian
Administrative Service
officer of the 1990 batch,
K S Jawahar Reddy, was
on Tuesday appointed as
the Chief Secretary of
Andhra Pradesh. He will
replace 1985-batch officer
Sameer Sharma, who will
retire on November 30 at
the end of his one-year
extended service, accord-
ing to an order issued by
Principal Secretary,
General Administration
Department (Political).

New flight 
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Alliance Air on
Tuesday expanded its
wings in the northeast
with the introduction of
flight services on two new
routes --- Dibrugarh-
Itanagar-Ziro route and
Dibrugarh-Itanagar-
Pasighat. Launching the
service virtually, Union
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya M Scindia
said Arunachal Pradesh is
set to become a land of
opportunities.

Mishap
PPiitthhoorraaggaarrhh:: Two bank
employees died after a car
they were travelling in fell
into a deep gorge here,
police said on Tuesday. The
deceased, identified as
bank manager Ravikant
Mehta (27), and cashier
Triveni Madhav Palaria
(40), were posted at
Didihat branch of Gramin
Bank, they said. The mat-
ter came to light after
Palaria's brother informed
police that his brother,
who had left for office on
Monday, had gone missing.

FIR 
RRaammggaarrhh:: A 24-year-old
woman has registered an
FIR against her 55-year-
old husband for allegedly
giving her triple talaq in
Jharkhand's Ramgarh dis-
trict, police said on
Tuesday. The Centre has
banned instant triple
talaq under which Muslim
men could legally divorce
their wives by simply pro-
claiming the word 'talaq'
three times consecutively.

Watery grave
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: The family
members of the two
Indian students, both
friends from Telangana,
who drowned in a lake in
the US last week were
waiting in grief for the
return of the mortal
remains of their loved
ones. The bodies are
expected to reach their
homes on Friday, a rela-
tive of Uthej Kunta said.

Ban lifted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The govern-
ment on Tuesday lifted
the ban on exports of
organic non-basmati rice,
including broken rice
after the easing of
domestic supplies moder-
ated prices. 
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BRIEF

A kite named 'Arjun' trained by
the Indian Army to prey on

ememy drones during India-US
joint exercise 'Yudh Abhyas', at
Auli in Uttarakhand, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Emphasising that cross-
border and ISIS-inspired
terrorism continues to
pose a threat, National
Security Advisory Ajit
Doval said on Tuesday
that Ulemas have a "vital
role" to play in countering
radicalisation and extrem-
ism by propagating pro-
gressive ideas and
thought.

In his opening remarks
at a dialogue between the
Indonesian and Indian del-
egation of Ulema and lead-
ers of other faiths, Doval
said the cooperation of the
civil society is essential in
countering the threat from
ISIS-inspired individual
terror cells and returnees
from theatres like Syria
and Afghanistan.

"...both our countries

have been victims of ter-
rorism and separatism.
While we have overcome
the challenges to a consid-
erable extent, the phenom-
enon of cross-border and
ISIS-inspired terrorism
continues to pose a
threat."

"Cooperation of the civil
society is essential in
countering the threat from
ISIS-inspired individual
terror cells and returnees
from theatres like Syria
and Afghanistan," Doval
said. Emphasising the im-

portant role of Ulema in
Islamic society, Doval said
the aim of the discussion
is to bring together Indian
and Indonesian Ulema and
scholars to promote toler-
ance, harmony and peace-
ful co-existence which will
bolster the fight against vi-
olent extremism, terror-
ism and radicalisation.

Urging the need to devel-
op a common narrative on
deradicalisation, Doval
said in a democracy there
is no place for hate speech,
prejudice, propaganda, de-
monisation, violence, con-
flict and misuse of reli-
gion for narrow ends.

Drawing attention to-
wards youths who are be-
coming the "primary tar-
get" of radicalisation,
Doval said if their ener-
gies are nurtured in the
right direction, they can
become "harbingers of
change" and building
blocks of progress in any
society. He said we also
need to counter disinfor-

mation and propaganda
that can "impede peaceful
co-existence" among the
followers of different
faiths. The NSA said state
institutions also need to
come together to detect
and identify potential neg-
ative influencers and
share information to
counter their activities.

"In this, Ulema, due to
their deep connect with
civil society, can play a
vital role," he said. Doval
said the essence lies in dis-
seminating positive dis-
course far and wide, and
not merely reacting to the
agenda set by inimical
forces. "While technology
is a blessing for humanity,
it is also being misused by
anti-social elements to
spread hatred and for dis-
ruptive purposes. The
Ulema must also be adept
in the use of technology
and utilise various techno-
logical solutions to thwart
the evil designs of propa-
ganda and hate," he said

Bemetara, Nov 29: 

A minor boy allegedly
raped and murdered a 10-
year-old girl residing in his
neighbourhood in
Chhattisgarh's Bemetara
district, police said on
Tuesday.

The incident took place
in the City Kotwali police
station area on Saturday
and the police detained the
17-year-old accused on
Monday, an official said.

Bemetra is located 90 km
from the state capital
Raipur. The victim was
found hanging at her house
under mysterious circum-
stances on Saturday, follow-
ing which a probe was
launched into the incident,
Kotwali station house offi-
cer Amber Singh
Bhardwaj said.

A preliminary investiga-
tion revealed the girl had
been sexually assaulted
and strangled, he said.

After enquiries with lo-
cals, the police zeroed-in on
the accused and detained
him, he said. "The accused
told the police he was ad-
dicted to watching obscene
videos on his mobile phone
and after watching porn,

he barged into the victim's
house and sexually assault-
ed her," the official said.
Fearing the girl would in-
form her family, the ac-
cused allegedly strangled
her with a scarf and
hanged her. He then fled
through the terrace, the of-
ficial said.

Bijapur, Nov 29: 

A constable of the
Central Reserve Police
Force was injured on
Tuesday when a pressure
improvised explosive de-
vice (IED) planted by
Maoists exploded in
Bijapur district, police
said.

The incident took place
in the morning in a forest
near Galgam village under
Usoor police station limits,
where a team of the
CRPF's 168th battalion was
out an anti-Maoist opera-
tion, a senior police official
said. When the patrolling
team was cordoning off the
area, constable Dipak
Paswan stepped on the
pressure IED connection,

triggering the blast that left
him injured, the official
said. Paswan was shifted to
a nearby hospital, the offi-
cial said. A search opera-
tion is currently underway
in the area, he added.

Hyderabad, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Skyroot Aerospace,
which successfully
launched the country's first
private rocket Vikram-S re-
cently, plans to launch
Vikram-1, a much bigger
rocket to place satellites
into orbit, within a year.

The Hyderabad-based
space startup also aims to
slash costs of space travel in
the future.

"..now that we have done
first private rocket launch,
Vikram-S, our next plan is
to launch Vikram-1 which is
a much bigger rocket put-
ting satellites into orbit.
That we want to do within a
year from now," Pawan
Chandana, co-founder of

Skyroot, told PTI here
Monday evening. Skyroot
also wants to become one of
the first few companies in
the world who can place
satellites into orbit. He said
the firm has raised about
USD 68 million, which is the
largest in the aerospace
startup ecosystem in India.

"Of course, it took close to
four years to raise this kind
of capital. Now, we are good
for first few launches to
orbit and then, of course, it
has been very challenging
because first time some-
body went to the market and
raised such large capital,"
Chandana said.Skyroot
would keep on raising more
capital in its journey for-
ward and would like to gen-
erate a good amount of rev-
enue as it starts launching

from next year, he said.
Noting that space travel is

expensive now, he said his
firm aims to slash costs,
make it affordable and in-
crease reliability.

"Today, biggest problem is
that space travel is very
costly. Because, rockets, the
only way to go to space are
very unreliable. Sometimes,
they don't work and also
very expensive. They fall in
the sea and then you are
building something, throw-
ing it away. It's very costly,"
he said.

The Blue Origin of
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos
started offering services
such as space travel and it
may take up to 10 years to
become a reality from an
Indian perspective, he
added.

Kurukshetra, Nov 29 (PTI):

Technology is not only a
byproduct of science and en-
gineering but also has a so-
cial and political context,
President Droupadi Murmu
said on Tuesday as she
stressed that all will have to
move forward with the
thought of "technology for
social justice".

Addressing the 18th con-
vocation of National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Kurukshetra, she said,
"Today the whole world is
going through a phase of
rapid change. Due to the
technological revolution, the
nature of jobs as well as the
basic needs of the people is
changing." "These changes
are also challenging the ex-

isting methods of engineer-
ing. In view of changes tak-
ing place due to the techno-
logical shift, it becomes very
important that our technical
institutions including NIT
Kurukshetra become 'future-
ready'," he said.

Murmu, who was on a
two-day visit to Haryana,
said NIT Kurukshetra
which was established in
1963 has played a very signif-

icant role in spreading the
scientific temper in the re-
gion. Over the past six
decades, it has carved a
niche for itself among tech-
nical institutions of higher-
learning in the country and
abroad, she said. The region
of Haryana and Punjab has
made a very important con-
tributions in the develop-
ment of Indian agriculture,
she said.

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Stating that RTE covers
compulsory education up
to class 8th for all stu-
dents, the government has
now limited its pre-matric
scholarship scheme
meant for backward and
minority communities to
students of class 9th and
10th.

Earlier, the pre-matric
scholarship used to cover
education for grades 1 to 8
also belonging to SC, ST,
OBC and minority com-
munities.

The government, in a

notice, justified its deci-
sion by underlining that
the Right to Education
(RTE) Act, 2009 makes it
obligatory for the govern-
ment to provide free and
compulsory elementary
education (classes I to
VIII) to each and every
child. "Accordingly only
students studying in class-
es IX and X are covered
under the Pre-Matric
Scholarship Scheme of
the Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment
and the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs. Likewise from
2022-23, the coverage
under the pre-matric
scholarship scheme of the
Ministry of Minority
Affairs shall also be for
classes IX and X only," the

notice said. The Institute
Nodal Officer
(INO)/District Nodal
Officer (DNO)/State
Nodal Officer (SNO) have
been asked to verify the
applications only for class-
es IX and X under the Pre-
Matric Scholarship
Scheme of the Ministry of
Minority Affairs.

The decision has drawn
a sharp reaction from po-
litical parties.

Congress MP Randeep
Singh Surjewala said, for
decades, children from
SC/ST backgrounds have
been getting scholarships
from classes 1 to 8 but the
government from 2022-23
has stopped the scholar-
ship which is a "conspira-
cy" against the poor.

Hyderabad, Nov 29 (PTI): 

YSR Telangana Party
founder Y S Sharmila was
on Tuesday stopped by po-
lice here when she along
with party workers was
marching towards
Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao's offi-
cial residence complex-
cum-camp office in
protest against the al-
leged attack on her and
her party activists by the
ruling TRS cadre.
Condemning the alleged
attack during the state-
wide padayatra called

'Praja Prasthanam' taken
up by her in Warangal dis-
trict on Monday, the YSR
Telangana Party chief
marched towards the Chief
Minister's camp office. TV
visuals showed during the
march, she got inside a ve-
hicle, (windowpanes of
which were damaged) and
was driving it, but was
stopped by police.

Jaipur, Nov 29 (PTI): 

A day after Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
called both Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and his former
deputy Sachin Pilot assets
to the party, the CM on
Tuesday suggested that
the matter rests there.

"When Rahul Gandhi
has said that our leaders
are assets then we are as-
sets... where is the dispute
then," Gehlot said when
asked about the former
party president's observa-
tion. Gehlot's remarks
were in sharp contrast to
the interview he gave last
week to NDTV, calling
Pilot, with whom he is
caught in a tussle for
power, a "traitor". Asked to
comment, Gandhi had told
reporters in Indore on

Monday that both leaders
were assets to the party.

Last week's jibe by
Gehlot and a sharp re-
sponse from Pilot came
just days before Gandhi's
Bharat Jodo Yatra is
scheduled to enter
Rajasthan.

"This is the beauty of
our party that after our
top leader says anything,
there is no scope (for fur-
ther argument)," Gehlot
told reporters here before
attending a party meeting
to review preparations for
the yatra.

Kerala woman 
gang-raped by bike

taxi driver, associate 
Bengaluru, Nov 29 (PTI):

A 22-year old woman was
allegedly raped by a bike taxi
driver and his friend, when she
had hired the service to get
dropped at a friend's place,
police said on Tuesday.
They said the incident is said to
have taken place during the
intervening night between Friday
and Saturday, in the Electronic
City Police Station limits.
According to a police source, the
victim is from Kerala. "The
woman had hired a 'Rapido' bike
to go from one friend's house to
another. On the way, the bike
driver took advantage and has
taken her to his place, where he
along with his friend have raped
her. There was another woman
along with them during the
crime, who cooperated and then
tried to hush it up," Bengaluru
Police Commissioner Pratap

Reddy said.

SC allows Mumbai

Metro to pursue

Aarey tree felling
New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday permitted the
Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd to pur-
sue its plea with the rele-
vant authority for felling
84 trees at Mumbai's
Aarey Colony for con-
structing train ramps at
its car shed project, say-
ing it cannot be "oblivi-
ous of serious disloca-
tion" which may be
caused in projects in-
volving "large public
funds".

This significant order
would enable the
MMRCL to seek felling
of 84 trees from the tree
authority to start its con-
struction work which
has been stalled for quite
sometime now and, ac-
cording to Mumbai
Metro, the project cost
has escalated from Rs
23,000 crore to Rs 37,000
crore.

‘ISIS-inspired terror still a threat’
̈ Ulemas have 

vital role in 
deradicalisation

Ajit Doval

CRPF constable
injured in IED blast
̈ Triggered by Maoists

The incident took place on
Wednesday morning in a
forest near Galgam village
under Usoor police station
limits, where a team of the
CRPF's 168th battalion was
out an anti-Maoist opera-
tion.When the patrolling
team was cordoning off the
area, constable Dipak
Paswan stepped on the
pressure IED connection,
triggering the blast that left
him injured.Paswan was
shifted to a nearby hospital.

About the incident

Skyroot Aerospace plans
to launch ‘Vikram-1’

̈ In one year

HEINOUS CRIME

10-year-old girl raped,
killed by minor boy

The victim was found hang-
ing at her house under mys-
terious circumstances on
Saturday, following which a
probe was launched into the
incident. A preliminary
investigation revealed the
girl had been sexually
assaulted and strangled.
After enquiries with locals,
the police zeroed-in on the
accused and detained him.
The accused told the police
he was addicted to watching
obscene videos on his mobile
phone and after watching
porn, he barged into the vic-
tim's house and sexually
assaulted her. Fearing the
girl would inform her family,
the accused allegedly stran-
gled her with a scarf and
hanged her. He then fled
through the terrace.

About the incident

JOINT ARMY EXERCISE

US Army soldiers of 2nd Brigade of the 11th Airborne Division participate in Unarmed Combat terrain
exercise during India-US joint exercise 'Yudh Abhyas', at Auli in Uttarakhand, Tuesday.

‘Have to move forward with thought
of technology for social justice’

Days after ‘traitor’ slur,
Gehlot-Sachin come togetherGovt move on scholarship

hits SC/ST/OBC/minorities
̈ Limits pre-matric

scholarship to
class 9-10

Sharmila’s protest
march stopped

̈ Cops tow away
vehicle with her
inside it

YSR Telangana Party chief Y.S.
Sharmila on her way to the

residence of Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar

Rao, in Hyderabad.
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Bhilai, Nov 29: 

An absconding Satta
King, who was on the run
for the last several
months, has finally sur-
rendered before Durg
Police. He was perturbed
due to rapid action on the
part of Durg police at the
inter-state level.
Continuous police raids in
Durg-Bhilai, Jagdalpur,
Bilaspur, Kota,
Chhindwara, Seoni, Delhi
and Bhopal have broken
the backbone of online
cricket betting rackets.
Involvement of Satta King
Satnam Singh in Mahadev
Book was discovered in
the month of October this
year during a raid in
Kohka area. Since then,
Durg Police was continu-
ously chasing him.

While addressing media
persons here at Police
Command and Control
Centre, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that
after receiving the infor-
mation about operation of
online cricket betting
through Mahadev Book
App in the district, Durg
Police launched a special
operation to curb this ille-
gal activity. Under the su-
pervision of ASP (City)

Sanjay Dhruv, CSP (Bhilai
nagar) Nikhil Rakhecha
(IPS) and DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui, a joint
team of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit and Supela
Police Station led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra
(I/c ACCU) and Inspector
Durgesh Sharma (SHO,
Supela) and Sub-Inspector
Yuvraj Deshmukh (SHO,
Smriti Nagar Chowki) had
raided a house on October

22 in the Housing Board
Colony Kohka. Two per-
sons were found accepting
bets on cricket matches
and operating satta
through Mahadev Book.
Police collected evidence
of online bank transac-
tions through laptop and
mobile. Mukesh Kumar,
Deepak and Srikant were
arrested and 02 laptops
with charger, 09 mobile
phones, and betting record

registers were recovered
from their possession.
During interrogation, the
arrested accused disclosed
the involvement of Jamul
resident Naseemuddin
alias Naseem and Shanti
Nagar resident Satnam
Singh in the online cricket
betting racket. A case was
registered at Smriti Nagar
Chowki and efforts were
made to trace the abscond-
ing accused. The abscond-
ing accused Naseemuddin
alias Naseem has been ar-
rested on November 15.
Police were continuously
tracing the places and
whereabouts of Satnam
Singh in different states of
the country.

The accused Satnam
Singh was continuously
changing his location. He
got disturbed during the
run as he stayed away
from the family. Under the
extreme pressure of po-
lice, Satnam Singh (43) son
of Jagdish Singh a resi-
dent of Shanti Nagar was
forced to surrender before
Durg Police.

02 mobile phones have
been seized from the pos-
session of the accused.
Further action is being
taken from Smriti Nagar
Chowki.

Absconding Satta King 
surrenders under police pressure

Bhilai, Nov 29: District
level Olympic Games were
inaugurated on Monday at
Purai, a village famous for
its swimmers. 2400 players
took part in 14 types of
sports in the playground of
Purai and created history.
The enthusiasm for the
games created a fair-like
atmosphere at Purai. On
the first day of the
Olympics, competitions for
children were held. The
competitions began with a
tug of war, which in-
creased the enthusiasm
among players and audi-
ences.

Chief Guest of the pro-
gramme, District
Panchayat President
Shalini Rivendra Yadav in
her address said that this
game has been organized
in Purai and it is also an
honor for the players of
Purai. It is the honor of
those players who prac-
ticed in their pond and left
behind the players who
practiced in the swimming
pool. She said that recently
these players also partici-
pated in the competition
held in Nepal.

In his address, Bhilai
Charoda Municipal
Corporation Mayor
Nirmal Kosre said that
Chhattisgarh government

under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is protecting its tra-
ditions. Right now, efforts
have been made to save
sports traditions through
the Chhattisgarhiya
Olympics. People were for-
getting the rules of tradi-
tional games. After a long
gap, people played these
games and lived the old
beautiful memories. Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha was
also present during this

event and encouraged the
players. Collector
Pushpendra Kumar
Meena in his address said
that in the first phase of
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Olympics, when these
games were being held in
rural areas, a large crowd
was gathering to witness
the games. Collector said
that he witnessed a fair-
like atmosphere during his
visits to Rural Olympics.
In the district event also,

the same enthusiasm is
visible. This initiative of
the state government is
helping in saving the sport-
ing traditions. Many older
people took part in rural
sports after a long time
and remembered their
childhood. The initiative of
the state government to
promote its local sports
has been welcomed by the
general public with great
enthusiasm. District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan praised the ad-
ministrative officers for or-
ganizing the grand sport-
ing event and for conduct-
ing the game in an
arranged manner. District
Education Officer Abhay
Jaiswal and District Sports
Officer William Lakra
were also present.

District level Olympic Games
commences at Khelgaon Purai

Bhilai, Nov 29: 

Various educational in-
stitutes have organised
week long events to cele-
brate the anniversary of
the adoption of the
Constitution of India.
Students and people are
being urged to abide by
the values enshrined in
the preamble to the
Constitution. On the in-
structions of National
Legal Services Authority
(NLSA) New Delhi and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority
(SLSA) Bilaspur and
under the guidance of
District and Sessions
Judge Sanjay Jaiswal
(Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority), vari-
ous schools / colleges of
the district are celebrating
Constitution Week from
November 26 to December
02. Under this pro-
gramme, paralegal volun-
teers of the District Legal
Services Authority, Durg,
are organizing legal
awareness camps in vari-
ous schools / colleges.
They are making the stu-
dents aware of the funda-
mental rights and funda-
mental duties. They are
also elaborating the re-
sponsibilities as well as
the importance of the

Legal Services Authority.
They are also elaborating
the importance of legal
awareness. On the occa-
sion of Constitution Day,
DLSA Secretary Ashish
Dahriya was present as
the chief guest at St
Thomas College.
Addressing the college
students, he detailed
about fundamental duties,

fundamental rights and
the right to education
mentioned in the constitu-
tion. He highlighted the
importance of the
Constitution of India.

Under the guidance of
DLSA Secretary Ashish
Dahariya, painting, slo-
gan and essay writing
competitions were organ-
ised by paralegal volun-

teers and school staff at
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School, Khursipar. The
school students participat-
ed enthusiastically and
made an innovative effort
to share their understand-
ing of the Constitution
through their paintings,
slogans and essays. Vinay
Ghanshala, a paralegal
volunteer of the District
Legal Services Authority,
tried to legally empower
the students of Swami
Atmanand Government
English School Khursipar
and gave information
about the fundamental
rights, right to education,
and fundamental duties
mentioned in the constitu-
tion.

Educational institutes celebrate Constitution Week 

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2299::  Safety Circle
training began at SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant at HRD department
on Tuesday to strengthen
Safety culture at BSP. This
training was organised by
Safety Engineering
Department of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant. This unique pro-
gramme was inaugurated by Dr
AK Panda, ED (F&A). Sanjay
Dhar, CGM (HRD & BE) and GP
Singh, Acting CGM (Safety and
Fire Services) were present as
Special Guests on the occa-
sion.  GP Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety and Fire Services)
spoke about the necessity of
Safety Circle to strengthen
Safety culture at BSP. Singh
shared his experiences related
to Safety and shared the target
of Zero fatal accidents in the
year 2023. He also welcomed
the dignitaries and participants
during the training pro-
gramme. Chief Guest Dr AK
Panda, ED (F & A) while inau-
gurating the training stated
that Safety is of primary con-
cern in the Plant. We must aim
towards zero fatalities and stop

all chances of accidents. Every
life is precious and we must not
lose even a single life. Hence,
we have started this unique ini-
tiative of Safety Circle. This ini-
tiative will bring about positive
change in Safety culture, he
said. The work done by Safety
warriors with dedication
towards Safety is laudable, he
said. Let us set a benchmark in
Safety in the Steel sector. I’m
sure Team Bhilai will be in the
forefront in Safety, he added.
Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HRD & BE)
stated that we are sowing a
seed through Safety Circle
which will grow into a massive
tree in Safety culture in the
future. We are securing the
future through this initiative,
he said. Dr AR Sontake, GM
(Safety) was the compere and
coordinator for the pro-
gramme. The Vote of Thanks
was also given by Dr AR
Sontake. Behavioural Safety
training was imparted during
this one-day programme.
Different tools and techniques
of Safety Circle were elaborat-
ed in the programme.

Let us set a Safety benchmark
in the Steel sector: AK Panda

Bhilai, Nov 29: Bhilai
Municipal Commissioner
Rohit Vyas issued the
order of new charge while
making partial reshuffle
in the charge of the zone
commissioners to tighten
the work of the corpora-
tion. In the order, Pooja
Pillay posted in Zone No 02
has been assigned the re-
sponsibility of Zone
Commissioner in Zone No
04 Shivaji Nagar,
Khursipar. Similarly, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma posted in Zone No
04 has been assigned the
responsibility of Zone
Commissioner Zone No 03,
Mother Teresa Nagar and
Yesha Lahare, who is per-
forming the responsibility
of Zone Commissioner in
Zone Number-03 has been
posted in Zone 02
Vaishalinagar.

As per the provisions
mentioned in section 69 (4)
of the Municipal
Corporation Act, 1956, the
Commissioner delegated
the powers to Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi for approval of
advance amount against
provident fund of third
and fourth grade employ-
ees; verification and sign-
ing of service book after

appointment of regular
employees; attestation of
academic and caste certifi-
cates; and approval of
earned leave, casual leave,
salary and other al-
lowances as per the rules
of all department heads,
superintending engineers,
zone commissioners, as-
sistant engineers, sub-en-
gineers, assistant revenue
officers, revenue inspec-
tors, sanitation inspectors,
and other employees. He
has been further autho-
rised to sign the letters
from the directorate, fami-
ly welfare, payment of
group insurance claim,
case of final settlement
and signing of passbook of
the retired and deceased
officers and employees; as
well as approval of ex-gra-
tia amount in case of acci-
dental death of officer/em-
ployee.

BMC Commissioner changes
areas of zone commissioners

Bhilai, Nov 29: 

The fun-fest organised
by Sanjay Rungta Group
of Institutions (SRGI)
was a tremendous suc-
cess. The goal of this
event was community
participation after endur-
ing almost three years of
Covid pandemic. It was
an annual event featuring
great shopping, exciting
fun-filled games, deli-
cious food, traditional art
& craft, apparel & acces-
sories, jewellery & cos-
metics, fashion & style,
automobiles, a kids’ zone
and many other major at-
tractions. There were ac-
tivities for the entire fam-
ily. The famous actor of
Chhattisgarh film indus-
try Padma Anuj Sharma

performed in this event.
The event saw the par-

ticipation of SRGI stu-
dents, faculty and
renowned business estab-
lishments of the city.
There was an array of ex-
citing activities for all age
groups and entry to the
event was free for the gen-
eral public among whom
the winners of the lucky
draw were Sapna Rajak,
Aman Prajapati, Rashmi
Soni, Arshi Jain and
Bhupesh Dewangan.
Winners of the most pop-
ular food stalls were from
Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
(RIPS), Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Research
(RIPSR) & Hotel
Management and

Catering Technology
(HMCT). Winners of the
most popular game stalls
were from Rungta Public
School (RPS) & Rungta
Private ITI. In the pro-
gram, free dental exami-
nation was done by
Rungta Super Specialty
Dental Clinic and com-
plete information related
to dental treatment was
given to the public.

Anuj Sharma greeted
the audience wholeheart-
edly and gave mesmeriz-
ing presentation of
Chhattisgarhi songs. He
thanked SRGI Chairman
Sanjay Rungta along with
his colleague Sunil
Tiwari for the invitation
to perform in front of a
wonderful audience. A
live band of Khagesh and
team was also present for
the entertainment of
guests.

SRGI Chairman Sanjay
Rungta and Director
Saket Rungta said that by
implementing ventures
in the fun fest, the practi-
cal knowledge of the stu-
dents increases. Work is
being done for the all-
round development of the
students along with the
quality education provid-
ed by the organization.

Fun Fest at SRGI a grand success Pt Sudhir Mishra 
B h i l a i :
Retired BSP
employee Pt
S u d h i r
Mishra left for
h e a v e n l y
abode at the

age of 84 years on Monday.
Funeral procession was
taken out from his resi-
dence situated at Avenue
B, Sector 1 and last rites of
the mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Neeraj Mishra
and Pankaj Mishra.

Anant Rao Chaudhary 
B h i l a i :
Retired Vice
Principal of
ITI Bhilai,
Anant Rao
C h a u d h a r y
left for heav-

enly abode at the age of
89 years. Funeral pro-
cession was taken out
from his residence situ-
ated at MIG2/2269,
Housing Board Colony
and last rites of the
mortal remains were
performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the
father of Ravi
Chaudhary and Avinash
Chaudhary.

Obituary

Bhilai, Nov 29: 

The closing ceremony of
the National Library Week
celebrations was held at St
Thomas College. Here it
needs a mention that to
foster the spirit of learn-
ing among youth, the
Central Library of the col-
lege organised various
contests throughout the
week. Dr Jyoti Bakshi,
Head of the Department of
Botany & Co-convenor of
the Library Development
Committee applauded the
students for their active
participation & exhorted
them to make maximum
utilization of library facil-
ities & services.

Chief Guest of the occa-
sion Dr MG Roymon,
Principal, St Thomas
College, emphasized the
valuable role played by li-
braries & librarians in
transforming lives and
strengthening communi-
ties. He then felicitated the
champions of the contests
and motivated them to sur-

pass their performance
while hoping that it would
spur their peers to attain
similar excellence in
spheres of academics and
co-curricular activities.
The function culminated
with the vote of thanks
proposed by Ritu Biswas,
Librarian of the Central
Library of the institution

& Convenor of the
Library Development
Committee. She asseverat-
ed that though state-of-the
art digital libraries open
new vistas in learning,
they cannot ever over-
shadow traditional li-
braries and their ambi-
ence in pursuit of knowl-
edge.

Closing ceremony of National Library Week organised

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2299:: SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant’s Steel Melting Shop 3 (SMS
3) set another milestone by creat-
ing a new daily record of 71 heats
on November 28, 2022. SMS 3 sup-
plies cast billets to the Modex unit
Bar and Rod Mill and other units like
Merchant Mill and Wire Rod mill.
Anirban Dasgupta, Director In-
charge, Bhilai Steel Plant visited
the site and congratulated the team
for the milestone achievement.
Anjani Kumar, Executive Director
(Works) also passed on his best
wishes to the SMS 3 collective. 

Steel Melting Shop creates new Daily Record of 71 Heats
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School girls are travelling standing behind the auto, putting their lives at risk and are unaware of likely 

consequence, with no action by the traffic police!

Free dialysis facility for kidney
patients in nine districts

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: On the
initiative of Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel, arrangements
have been made for free
dialysis for kidney pa-
tients in nine districts of
the state. This service of
the state government is
being made available free
of cost to sick patients of
every category. So far,
more than 13 thousand
free dialysis sessions
have been done in the
state. Free dialysis facili-
ty is being provided by
the National Health
Mission Chhattisgarh in
nine districts of the state,
Durg, Kanker, Korba,
Bilaspur, Jashpur,
Surguja, Mahasamund,
Bijapur and
Rajnandgaon. For this,
five machines have been
installed in Jashpur,

Durg and Kanker dis-
tricts, four each in
Ambikapur and
Mahasamund, six in
Korba, three in Bijapur
and four in Bilaspur
(three in Sims Medical
College and one in
Bilaspur Kovid Hospital).
It is notable that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Mr. Bhupesh Baghel is

running several schemes
related to health facilities
for the convenience of
the public. Through these
schemes, medicines and
better health facilities are
being made available free
of cost to the common
people. Patients who have
to undergo dialysis due to
kidney disease, they have
to spend from one thou-
sand rupees to 15 thou-
sand rupees for one time
dialysis in private hospi-
tals. Concerned about the
patients suffering from
kidney disease, the Chief
Minister has made
arrangements for free
dialysis in nine districts
of the state. So far, 13
thousand 798 free dialysis
sessions have been done
in these nine district hos-
pitals in the state. Of
these, more than 4885
dialysis were conducted
in Durg district, 4872 in
Korba, 4230 in Kanker,
3504 in Bilaspur, 2631 in
Mahasamund, 1390 in
Surguja, 942 in Bijapur
and 675 in Jashpur.

CG defeats Odisha by 9
wickets in U-25 cricket

Raipur, Nov 29: Unbeaten
tons by opener Ayush
Pandey (121 off 144) and
Sanjeet Desai (114 off 109)
led Chhattisgarh to a com-
fortable nine-wicket win
against Odisha in a One
Day match played at
Saurashtra Cricket
Association Stadium on
Tuesday under the BCCI
Vijay Hazare Trophy.

Winning the toss,
Odisha opted to bat first,
but the team was all-out
for 266 with two balls to
spare in the 50-over match.
Subhankar Biswas hit 100
off 104 including 12 fours
and one six while Sandeep
Pattnaik made 64 off 55.
Earlier, Nishikant Rout
made 33 off 77. Vijay
Yadav and Vishvash Malik
took four and three wick-
ets respectively while
Vasudev Bareth took two
and U M Tiwari claimed
one wicket.

Chasing the target,
Chhattisgarh won the
match by nine wickets
with five balls to spare.
Aditya Singh made 29 off
42 for Chhattisgarh.
Harshit Rathod took the
only wicket for Odisha.

UTD wins Raipur Sector
Kho-Kho tournament

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29:
University Teaching
Department (UTD) of Pt
Ravishanker Shukla
University Raipur won
the Raipur Sector Inter
College Kho-Kho com-
petition being organ-
ized under the aegis of
Gurukul Mahila
Mahavidyalaya here de-
feating Govt DB Girls
College with the score of
14-1 in the final match

here.
Providing the above

information in a state-
ment issued here, the
Organizing Secretary
Dr Rinku Tiwari said
that Chairman of
College Management
Committee Dr Ajay
Tiwari was present as
chief guest of the con-
cluding ceremony dur-
ing which Dr Reeta
Venugopal, Dr Ravindra
Mishra and others were
present.

Workshop on medico legal care and protocol for sexual violence victims 
Raipur, Nov 29: As many
as 76 doctors from various
government hospitals of
the state received training
regarding the guidelines
and protocols for medico-
legal care of victims of
sexual violence at a day-
long workshop, organized
in the lecture hall of Pt
Jawaharlal Nehru
Memorial Medical College
here today.

The workshop, organ-
ized in collaboration with
the National Health
Mission, Chhattisgarh ac-
cording to guidelines of
Health and Family

Welfare Ministry,
Government of India, was
inaugurated by Medical
College Dean Dr Tripti
Nagaria, Former DME Dr
RK Singh, Head of the
Department of Forensic
Medicine Dr Snigdha
Jain, Head of PSM

Department Dr Nirmal
Verma, Head of
Physiology Dr Sumit
Tripathi and Dr
Shailendra Agrawal.

Addressing the work-
shop, Tripti Nagaria said
that the treatment and
medico-legal documenta-

tion of sexual violence
victims should be done
with sensitivity. Doctors
should collect medical evi-
dence of such cases as per
the guidelines of the
Government of India, she
added. Imparting training
to doctors the Head of
Forensic Department Dr
Snigdha Jain told that safe
kit should be used proper-
ly during the examination
of sexual violence victims
and collecting evidence.
Medical examination of
the victim should be done
keeping in view her digni-
ty, she added.

According to the
Former Head of the
Forensic Department, Dr
RK Singh consent of the
victim is necessary for the
medico-legal examina-
tion. No investigation can
be done without the con-
sent of the victim, he said.
Assistant Professor of
Forensic Dept Nagendra
Singh Sonwani explained
the step-by-step collection
of clothes, vaginal and
anal swabs, blood, blood
stains, nail pieces, hair
and other evidence
through hands-on work-
shop.

‘Protection from noise pollution 
fundamental right of every individual’

Raipur, Nov 29: District
Judge and Chairman,
District Legal Services
Authority, Raipur
Santosh Sharma has
taken cognizance of
noise of DJ in Civil Line
and Gol Bazar Raipur
area on the intervening
night of 22-23 November.
Sound amplifiers used by
DJ operators and organ-
izers caused noise pollu-
tion which caused trou-
ble to the people.

Law students submit-
ted a written application
to the District and
Sessions Judge Santosh
Sharma seeking strict ac-
tion against the opera-
tors and organizers.
Taking immediate cog-
nizance of this the
District Judge and
Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority,
Raipur Santosh Sharma
issued instructions to the
C o l l e c t o r ,
Superintendent of Police
and concerned station in-
charge to inform the
District Legal Services

Authority, Raipur about
the action taken against
those responsible for
noise pollution.

The district adminis-
tration and the police ad-
ministration have as-
sured that the stern ac-
tion will be taken against
the concerned persons as
per the rules. Apart from
this, the District Judge
has also directed that
strict compliance of the
orders of Supreme Court
and High Court and pro-
visions of Noise Act
should be followed in the
entire district.

Two incidents of chain snatching

within 15 minutes in broad daylight

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: The in-
cidents of chain snatch-
ing have increased once
again in the capital
Raipur. Bike riders es-
caped after carrying out
two incidents of chain
snatching within 15 min-
utes in the city. Two eld-
erly women have fallen
victims to chain snatch-
ing incidents that took
place in Civil Line and
Didinagar areas.

Police found in prelim-

inary investigation that
both the incidents were
carried out by the same
bikers. On scanning the
CCTV camera installed
near the areas of inci-
dents, footage of the
snatchers has been
found. On the basis
CCTV footage search is
on.

Civil Line Police sta-
tion in-charge
Satyaprakash Tiwari
said that Shakuntala
Khunte (55), a resident of
Old Rajendranagar
Durga Mandir Gali, was
going home from Katora
Talab after shopping
with her granddaughter
Aaradhya Bagh at 3:30
pm. When she reached
near JB furniture, a bike

rider behind her pulled
the gold chain from her
neck and quickly ran to-
wards the Ring Road.

Biker of normal
stature was wearing hel-
met so the woman could
not see his face. He had a
black bag hanging on his
back. The cost of the
looted chain has been
said to be Rs 40,000.
Earlier, at 3:15 pm,
Johattarin Bai Sahu (65),
who had come from
Arjuni of Dhamtari dis-
trict to attend the mar-
riage ceremony in DD
Nagar Sector 2 fell victim
to chain snatching inci-
dent. Chain snatcher on
a motorcycle ran away
after pulling chain from
her neck.

Cong govt hatching conspiracy to
deny tribal’s democratic rights: BJP
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Tuesday ac-
cused the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel to hatch conspir-
acy to snatch the demo-
cratic right of the Tribal
community.

In a joint statement is-
sued here, the senior
BJP leaders including
Nand Kumar Sai,
Vishnu Deo Sai,
Nankiram Kanwarm,
Ramvichar Netam,
Vikram Usendi, Mohan
Mandavi, Kedar
Kashyap, Lata Usendi
and Vikas Markam al-
leged that the Congress
CM Bhupesh Baghel has
hatched a conspiracy
with the neighbouring
Jharkhand Government
to stop the Tribal Youth

to enter into electoral
fray amidst apprehen-
sion of possible defeat.
The BJP leaders said
that the anti-tribal face
of Congress has been ex-
posed with the denial of
reservations to them in
govt jobs as well as edu-
cation. They added that
the Jharkhand Govt has
executed the conspiracy
against the BJP nomi-
nee Bramhanand Netam
in Bhanupratappur
against the favour
Bhupesh Baghel govern-
ment had given to them
to safeguard the MLAs
from neighbouring
Jharkhand during the
political crisis recently.
They said that the Tribal
Community would not
tolerate the injustice to
the Tribal youth and
would teach it a lesson
in the by-elections.

BJP leaders providing crime
details against Netam: Bhagat

Raipur, Nov 29: The poli-
tics has heated up in state
after rape charges against
the BJP candidate for
Bhanupratappur by-poll
Bramhanand Netam and
both the Congress and
BJP have entered into
phase of allegations and
counter-allegation on each
other. At one place where
the BJP has charged
Congress of doing conspir-
acy against its candidate,
on the other, Congress
MLA and Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat said that
the document related to

Bramhanand Netam’s
crime charges has been
given by BJP leader. He
charged that there is lot of
internal feud between BJP
leaders and they are pro-
viding crime records of
each other to Congress.
Bhagat said that first BJP
should better its position
and credentials at home
and then lament any
charges against Congress.

Meanwhile after the is-
suing of summons and no-

tices to three accused in
the rape case including
Bramhanand Netam on
Tuesday morning, calling
them to Kotwali Thana,
but none reached there, in-
cluding Netam. In place of
BJP candidate Netam, a
five member representa-
tives of BJP reached
Kotwali thana. This in-
cluded Akaltara MLA
Saurabh Singh, BJP work-
er Nandu Ojha and advo-
cates. The delegation held
talks with the Jharkhand
police in closed room.

On the other hand,
Bramhanand Netam in-
stead of reaching police
station, was seen cam-
paigning in the district.
Till the writing of these
lines, no arrest of any of
the three accused was
made, including Netam.

J’khand Police summon BJP’s
by-poll candidate, 3 others

Kanker, Nov 29: The
Jharkhand Police have
summoned Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) candi-
date for the December 5
Bhanupratappur by-poll in
Chhattisgarh and three
others who have been
named as accused in a
rape case in the neigh-
bouring state.

According to the police
notices dated November
28, all the four persons, na-
tives of Kanker district in
Chhattisgarh, have been
asked to appear at Kanker
police station at 10 am on
Tuesday and cooperate in
the investigation into the
case.

On November 20, the
ruling Congress had
claimed former BJP MLA
Brahmanand Netam, the
saffron party’s nominee
for the Bhanupratappur

by-poll, was accused in a
rape case lodged at Telco
police station in
Jamshedpur on May 15,
2019 and that he allegedly
concealed the offence reg-
istered against him in his
election affidavit.

A police team from
Telco police station in
Jharkhand reached
Kanker on Monday and
contacted local police to
trace the whereabouts of
Netam and three other ac-

cused Keshav Sinha,
Naresh Soni and
Deepankar Sinha, a sen-
ior Chhattisgarh Police
official said.

The case was lodged
under sections 366 A
(procuration of minor
girl), 376 (rape), 376 AB
(rape on a woman under
twelve years of age) and
other relevant section of
the Indian Penal Code,
provisions of the
Protection of Children

from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, and The
Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, he said.

The Jharkhand Police
team carried out searches
at various places in the
district on Monday, the of-
ficial said.

On Tuesday morning,
the Jharkhand cops ac-
companied by local police
were seen outside the
houses of all the four ac-
cused and serving the no-
tices.

The Jharkhand Police
team’s arrival has trig-
gered a political storm
with the opposition BJP
in Chhattisgarh on
Monday accusing Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
of hatching a conspiracy
by colluding with the
Hemant Soren-led gov-
ernment in Jharkhand to
malign Netam’s image,
fearing defeat in the by-
polls.
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Till now more than 13
thousand free dialysis
done

Legal action to be taken
against the violator

Bike riders abscond
after pulling chains
from necks of two
women

Instead of Netam, five-
member delegation
from BJP reaches
Thana, hold talks with
J’khand police

In rape case

Raipur, Nov 29:
Chhattisgarh failed to
qualify for the knock-out
stage of the Cooch Behar
Trophy after being defeat-
ed by Vadodara by an in-
nings and 57 runs in the
four-day match.

Opting to bat first,
Chhattisgarh could post
172 runs on the scoreboard
in the first innings despite
a steady start provided by
openers Ashish Kumar
Dahariya (32 off 59) and
Gaurav Mishra (25 off 47).

In the middle and tail, no
other batsmen, except
Rohit Netani (28 off 53),
Ambrish Kumar Singh (25
off 88), Dev Aditya Singh
(29 off 44) and captain
Mayank Verma (11 off 34),
could reach double figures.

Priyanshu Moliya re-
mained the most economi-
cal and highest wicket tak-
ing bowler for Vadodara as
he claimed four scalps in
his 7.4 over spell. He
bowled four maiden overs
and conceded only five
runs.

In response, Vadodara

declared their innings on
439 for nine as captain
Priyanshu Moliya scored
123 off 196. Bhoite con-
tributed a quick-fire 85 off
88 while Aayush,
Bhavishya Bhavesh Patel
and Paras Kotwal scored
70, 68 and 27 respectively.

Wicket-keeper batsman
Dhruv Patel remained un-
beaten on 27. Spinner
Prashant Singh and medi-
um pacer Bharat
Gondwani claimed four
and three wickets respec-
tively for Chhattisgarh.
Varun Singh Bhuie and
Dev Aditya Singh took one
wicket each.

Trailing 267 in the first
innings, Chhattisgarh
were bundled out for 210
with six overs to go for the
draw. Captain Mayank
scored 70 off 189 while
Rohit and Ambrish con-
tributed 28 and 24 respec-
tively. Bharat remained un-
beaten on 21 from 21 balls.

Chhattisgarh failed to
qualify for the knock-out
stage with two wins and
two loses.

Vadodara defeats CG in
Cooch-Bihar Trophy

Central Chronicle News

Narayanpur, Nov 29:
Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
being operated in the
District Hospital of
Narayanpur District
Headquarters has
gained popularity in
no time.

The store has been
opened under the Shri
Dhanwantri Generic
Medical Store Yojana
launched by Chief
Minister Shri Bhupesh
Baghel last year with

an aim to provide
generic medicines to
the needy and under-
privileged at nominal
prices. So far, 7, 925 peo-
ple have purchased
medicines worth Rs
59.51 lakh from this
store operated in the
district hospital. For
this, they had to pay
even less than half the
price i.e. about Rs 22.14
lakh.

Under this scheme,
generic medicine med-
ical stores are being op-
erated in all urban bod-
ies of the state.

In these shops, dis-
counts ranging from 50
to 70 per cent are being
given on generic medi-
cines from reputed
companies in the coun-
try. With the inception
of this scheme, people
here have got a huge re-
lief from hefty medi-
cine bills and are get-

ting high-quality
generic medicines at
nominal prices.

The amount thus
saved is being used by
people for other impor-
tant work.

The buyers are
happy with the price
and quality of medi-
cines.

Meanwhile, about
251 types of generic
medicines and 27 surgi-
cal products are being
sold in these medical
stores. Medicines for
common ailments like
cold, cough, and fever,
and for other diseases
like diabetes and blood
pressure as well as sur-
gical items are avail-
able in these stores at
discounted rates. In ad-
dition, Sanjeevani-
Chhattisgarh Herbals
products, cosmetics
and baby food are also
available for sale here.

Workshop on Skill Initiative and
Entrepreneurship held at CU

Bilaspur, Nov 29: A work-
shop was organized on the
theme - “Skill Initiative
and Entrepreneurship
Opportunity in the field of
Herbal Cosmetic and
Herbal Products” on
Friday Nov 25, at the
Department of Pharmacy,
Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur.

On this occasion,
S w a v a v l a m b i
Chhattisgarh Coordinator
Prof. Ratnesh Singh, Head
of Department Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Professor V.D.
Rangari, Dr. Aditya
Trivedi, Principal
Sanjeewani College of
Pharmacy and Director
Lavanaya Healthcare
Neeta Jha Founder
Nipurn Hebal Company
Raipur, Dr. Alok
Kushwaha, Coordinator,
GGV Incubation cell, Dr.
Namita Sharma, Director
Woman study center, GGV
and many teachers and
students of the university

were present.
Total 70 delegates from

different colleges and
Universities participated
in the workshop. In the
Inaugural session of work-
shop Prof. Ratnesh Singh,

highlighted the self-reliant
mission of the Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya.

Dr. Alok Kumar
Kushwaha inspired the
students to become entre-

preneur and assure to help
aspirants through incuba-
tion cell of university.
Mrs. Neeta Jha demon-
strated the production of
different types of herbal
cosmetics from natural in-
gredients. Prof. Shruti
Rathore, Principal, LCIT
college of Pharmacy
chaired the session.

In post lunch session,
two herbal formulations
Ashwagandha powder and
Triphala Churna were
produced during the work-
shop under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Aditya Trivedi.
Prof. Sweety Lanjhiyana,
Chouksey School of
Pharmacy chaired this
session. Delegates partici-
pated in the workshop en-
thusiastically and learned
the production of herbal
products. The Convenor
of workshop was Head of
Department Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, and coordinators
were Dr. Ravi Shankar
Pandey and Dr. Arjun
Patra.

Civic action program organized at Dubbatota

Konta, Nov 29: Under the
guidance of Arvind Rai,
DIG (Operations) Sukma
Range and Sarang,
C o m m a n d a n t - 1 5 0
Battalion S.S. Hokip, 2nd
Commanding Officer
(Operations) and Kiran
Gangaram Chavhan IPS,
ASP Sukma and 150
Battalion CRPF, a  Civic
Action Program was or-
ganized by the camp of the
force, in which Vikas
Kumar Rai, Deputy
Commandant and R.P.
Sharma, Deputy
Commandant - 150
Battalion CRPF,
Vivekanand Prasad

(Assistant Commandant),
Chandra Prakash Tiwari
(Assistant Commandant),
Mukesh Kumar Singh
(Assistant Commandant),
Krishna Kumar (Assistant
Commandant), Rakesh
Kumar Sharma (Assistant
Commandant)  ), Dr.
Aditya Ranjan Prasad
(Medical Officer)-150

Battalion, District Police
Sukma Chhattisgarh were
present. In the presence of
Gram Panchayat
Secretary, Head,
Sarpanch, about 200 to 300
villagers, women and chil-
dren from each village es-
tablished 150 Battalions
CRPF actively participat-
ed in the civic action pro-

gram organized. In which
the villagers were given
blankets, cooking utensils
and materials related to
writing and sports for the
children by Sarang
C o m m a n d a n t - 1 5 0
Battalion in village
Pidmel, and Kiran Chavan
IPS, ASP Sukma, due to
which there is a wave of
happiness among the chil-
dren and the villagers.

Dr. Aditya Ranjan
Prasad (Medical Officer) -
150 Battalion distributed
necessary medicines to
sick children, old men and
women in the village by
treating them properly.
During the above organ-
ized civic action program,
the villagers were fed
lunch.

During the above organ-
ized civic action program,
the villagers were duly in-

formed about various wel-
fare schemes like health,
physical nutrition and ed-
ucation being run by the
government and  The med-
ical team of 150 Battalion
distributed necessary
medicines while giving
health related information
to the present villagers
and also made women
aware about women em-
powerment and education
for children.

After that, the civic ac-
tion program was formal-
ly concluded by providing
food to all the villagers,
women and children who
had come to the civic ac-
tion program. There is a
wave of happiness among
all the villagers due to the
benefits received from the
Civic Action Program or-
ganized by the said 150
Battalion CRPF.

Intensive TB and leprosy search

campaign from Dec 1-21
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 29: In
Bemetara istrict, an in-
tensive TB and Leprosy
search campaign will be
conducted in all develop-
ment blocks from
December 1- 21, 2022, for
the preparation of
which, under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer, Block Medical
Officers, Block Program
Managers of all develop-
ment blocks at the dis-
trict level.

The training program
of Nodal Officer, Block
Extension Training
Officer, District and
Block Coordinator
Mitanin Program, Ayush

doctor, CHC and PHC in-
charge STS, STLS was
completed at the district
level on Nov 29. In the
training program, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr. GL Tandon
said that during this
campaign every possible
patient will be identified
and treated, so that TB
and leprosy infection can
be prevented. He asked
the concerned officers to
work according to regu-
lar monitoring and
guidelines for successful
operation of the pro-
gramme.

District Leprosy
Eradication Officer Dr.
Jitendra Kumar Kunjam
said that in the intensive
TB and leprosy cam-

paign, Mitanins will go
door-to-door in their
work area from Dec 1 -21
to identify potential pa-
tients on the basis of
symptoms of TB and lep-
rosy. From Dec 16-21, the
probable TB and leprosy
patients detected by
Mitanins will be re-in-
spected by the RHO and
MT of the concerned
area. District
T u b e r c u l o s i s
Eradication Officer Dr.
KD Sahu told that a list of
potential TB and leprosy
patients will be prepared
and sent to PHC and CHC
level. Where TB and lep-
rosy patients found after
verifying the potential
patients sent will be
treated.

Employment cum skill
fair today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: District
Panchayat and District
Skill Development
Authority, Raipur is going
to organize Employment
cum Skill Fair at
Livelihood College Jora
Raipur from 11 am on
30th November, under
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Gramin Kaushal Yojana.
As many as 15 private sec-
tor establishments will
conduct interviews for ap-

pointment to more than
500 vacancies in this
placement camp.
Information about self-
employment schemes of
the government and
training related to skill
development will also be
given. Assistant Director
District Skill
Development Authority
Raipur said that youths of
Raipur district having
minimum qualification of
10th examination in age
group of 21-35 years can
apply. They may come
with original and attested
copies of all their certifi-
cates to appear for inter-
view. This employment
cum skill fair is complete-
ly free for the youth.

Vijendra Sharma elected
ICAI President

Raipur, Nov 29: CMA
Vijendra Sharma, hailing
from Delhi, has been elect-
ed as the National
President of Institute of
Cost Accountants of India
(ICAI).

CMA Rakesh Bhalla,
hailing from Chandigarh,
has been elected as the
Vice President of the

ICAI.
Regional Council

Member of Western India
Regional Council of the
ICAI CMA Arindam
Goswami informed that
the elections for the post
of the President and the
Vice President were held
in New Delhi on Monday.

Both have been elected
for the financial year-
2022-23, he added.

Sai Devotees from Ranchi
reach Raipur enroute Shirdi

Raipur, Nov 29: Six
Sai devotees from
Ranchi covering
around 35 kms daily
reached Raipur on

Tuesday on their way
to Shirdi. These devo-
tees have started on
November 06, 2022 and
have planned to reach

Shirdi on January 05,
2023. After reaching
Raipur they took halt
at Sai Dham Kota and
after spending the
night will proceed for
Shirdi on Thursday
morning. The devo-
tees are Manish
Agrawal, Jay Kishan
Agrawal, Baijnath
Agrawal, Roshan
Agrawal, Alok Pandey
and Vikas Singh. The
devotees wishing to
have darshan of ‘Sai
Palki’ being carried by
these devotees along
with then can reach
Sai Darbar Kota
Colony by 10 am in the
morning.

Astitva Grameen Hastshilp transforming
lives at grassroot level: Diwan

Raipur, Nov 29: In support
of Women’s
Entrepreneurship Month,
#Astitva Foundation
Chhattisgarh celebrates
successful stories of bud-
ding rural women micro-en-
trepreneurs, to highlight
the accomplishments of our
handicraft enterprise
“Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp”, and honour the
development of women arti-
sans of rural Chhattisgarh.

Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp is forming the
foundation of #social devel-
opment and transforming
lives at the grassroots level
in #Chhattisgarh. It pro-
vides a seedbed to handi-
craft production as a cottage
industry which is central to
generating employment and
income in rural areas.

#Astitva Foundation
Chhattisgarh provides sus-
tainable support system for
rural women through
‘Upskilling-to-Self-Reliance’
model under #Project

Pehchaan, thereby breaking
the stereotypes and barriers
to empowering rural
women.

Our model is based on
six main components, viz.
women’s economic em-
powerment; provision of
capital; Market develop-

ment; mobilising digital
technologies; business
management support serv-
ices; and fostering entre-
preneurial dynamism to
carving an identity for
rural women.

This sustainable system
directly supports the rural
women by building the ca-
pacity of entrepreneurs
and collaborating with
local and regional institu-
tions, informs Founder of
Astitva Foundation Annu
Diwan in a press release.

No-confidence motion moved
against Sonkar failed

Balod, Nov29: Nagar
Panchayat President
Gunderdehi Ranu Sonkar
was able to save her chair
as the no-confidence mo-
tion moved against him fell
by 1 votes due to activeness
of BJP leaders here on
Tuesday. In this one of the
Congress corporator has
done cross-voting.

It is notable here that in
the Nagar Panchayat with
15 corporators, few BJP cor-
porators were absent in the
no-confidence motion
moved. In this for the post
of President Nagar
Panchayat, 10 votes were

cast in Ranu Sonkar’s
favour out of total 15 corpo-
rators and was 1 above 9
votes required to pass the
no-confidence motion. In
this one of the Congress
corporator indulged in

cross-voting and the
President of Nagar
Panchayat was able to save
her chair. The charge of
Gunderdehi was with BJP
Kissan leader
Gaurishankar Sriwas and

therefore he has suggested
to foil the attempt of no-
confidence motion moved
by Congress corporators.

For this they prepared a
strategy along with Nagar
Panchayat President Ranu
Sonkar and got the BJP cor-
porator team meet the new
organizational Chief of
BJP Ajay Jamwal and for-
mer CM Raman Singh.
With strong strategy by
BJP leader Kedarnath
Gupta and Gaurishankar
Sriwas that the no-confi-
dence motion moved by the
Opposition failed. The op-
position could not even save
its own corporator from
cross-voting and as a result
got 10 votes in favour of
Nagar Panchayat President
Ranu Sonkar. After victory
a victory rally was taken
out and in which Raju
Sonkar was also present.
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From Shri Dhanwantri
generic medical
stores

Nearly 8,000 people
purchased medicines
worth 59.51 lakh at
less than half prices in
Narayanpur

By CRPF 150 Battalion

Medical camp and 
distribution of essential
items

Interview to be held for
appointment on more
than 500 vacancies in
private sector

In Nagar Panchayat
Gunderdehi; got 10
votes with one vote
because of cross-vot-
ing by Cong corporator

NIT Raipur organises

‘Nukkad Natak’
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2299:: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur’s Abhinay - The
Dramatics Club presented a
Nukkad Natak “Tathya” on
28th November 2022 as a
part of Women ‘Pakhwada’
which is being organised
from Nov 25-Dec 10 2022 as
per the directives of
Ministry of Education,
Government of India. It was
conducted under the super-
vision of Dr. Govardhan
Bhatt, Faculty In-charge,
Abhinay. The theme of the
Nukkad Natak was based on
the Act 2013 for the preven-
tion, prohibition and redres-
sal of sexual harrasment of
women at workplace. The
Nukkad natak aimed to cre-
ate awareness about the
provision of the Act 2013
and it magnificently por-
trayed the act and all relat-
ed prevention measures.
This entire program was
attended by a large number
of students, staff and facul-
ty member of the institute.
The event received applause
and appreciation from the
attendees.

 Rakesh Bhalla is VP

Laxmi Kashyap appointed
District Secy.

Of Raipur Mahila Sena

Raipur, Nov 29: An active
female worker Laxmi

K a s hy a p
has been
appointed
as District
Secretary
of Raipur
M a h i l a
Sena by
Shiv Sena

state chief Dhananjay
Singh Parihar under
party’s expansion plan. An
important meeting of
District Unit of
Chhattisgarh Shiv Sena,
Raipur district was held
and in this discussions
were held on forthcoming
VS polls and expansion of
the organization and in
this appointment of many
active workers has been
made.

Musical Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran week begins

Masturi, Nov 29:
Ramakanti Tripathi, son
of the chief host
Radheshyam Tripathi and
the mother and sisters of
the city reached the Katha
venue located at Yashoda
Radhe Suyash Sadan by
filling water from
Shivsagar pond after invit-
ing the deities in all the
deities of the city.

Here Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Katha Gyan
Yagya’s ritual worship
was performed by Pt.
Rameshwar Pathak along
with Vedic chanting. After
that, at the venue of musi-
cal Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Gyan Yagya,
Vyas Katha resident of
Bilaspur Coconut Kothi,
Acharya Pandit Bhagwat
Prasad Pathak Shastri sit-
ting on Vyas Peeth, started
narrating the stories of
Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran.

‘People are getting medicines
at discounted prices’



Central Chronicle News

Narayanpur, Nov 29:
Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
being operated in the
District Hospital of
Narayanpur District
Headquarters has
gained popularity in
no time.

The store has been
opened under the Shri
Dhanwantri Generic
Medical Store Yojana
launched by Chief
Minister Shri Bhupesh
Baghel last year with

an aim to provide
generic medicines to
the needy and under-
privileged at nominal
prices. So far, 7, 925 peo-
ple have purchased
medicines worth Rs
59.51 lakh from this
store operated in the
district hospital. For
this, they had to pay
even less than half the
price i.e. about Rs 22.14
lakh.

Under this scheme,
generic medicine med-
ical stores are being op-
erated in all urban bod-
ies of the state.

In these shops, dis-
counts ranging from 50
to 70 per cent are being
given on generic medi-
cines from reputed
companies in the coun-
try. With the inception
of this scheme, people
here have got a huge re-
lief from hefty medi-
cine bills and are get-

ting high-quality
generic medicines at
nominal prices.

The amount thus
saved is being used by
people for other impor-
tant work.

The buyers are
happy with the price
and quality of medi-
cines.

Meanwhile, about
251 types of generic
medicines and 27 surgi-
cal products are being
sold in these medical
stores. Medicines for
common ailments like
cold, cough, and fever,
and for other diseases
like diabetes and blood
pressure as well as sur-
gical items are avail-
able in these stores at
discounted rates. In ad-
dition, Sanjeevani-
Chhattisgarh Herbals
products, cosmetics
and baby food are also
available for sale here.

Workshop on Skill Initiative and
Entrepreneurship held at CU

Bilaspur, Nov 29: A work-
shop was organized on the
theme - “Skill Initiative
and Entrepreneurship
Opportunity in the field of
Herbal Cosmetic and
Herbal Products” on
Friday Nov 25, at the
Department of Pharmacy,
Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur.

On this occasion,
S w a v a v l a m b i
Chhattisgarh Coordinator
Prof. Ratnesh Singh, Head
of Department Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Professor V.D.
Rangari, Dr. Aditya
Trivedi, Principal
Sanjeewani College of
Pharmacy and Director
Lavanaya Healthcare
Neeta Jha Founder
Nipurn Hebal Company
Raipur, Dr. Alok
Kushwaha, Coordinator,
GGV Incubation cell, Dr.
Namita Sharma, Director
Woman study center, GGV
and many teachers and
students of the university

were present.
Total 70 delegates from

different colleges and
Universities participated
in the workshop. In the
Inaugural session of work-
shop Prof. Ratnesh Singh,

highlighted the self-reliant
mission of the Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya.

Dr. Alok Kumar
Kushwaha inspired the
students to become entre-

preneur and assure to help
aspirants through incuba-
tion cell of university.
Mrs. Neeta Jha demon-
strated the production of
different types of herbal
cosmetics from natural in-
gredients. Prof. Shruti
Rathore, Principal, LCIT
college of Pharmacy
chaired the session.

In post lunch session,
two herbal formulations
Ashwagandha powder and
Triphala Churna were
produced during the work-
shop under the supervi-
sion of Dr. Aditya Trivedi.
Prof. Sweety Lanjhiyana,
Chouksey School of
Pharmacy chaired this
session. Delegates partici-
pated in the workshop en-
thusiastically and learned
the production of herbal
products. The Convenor
of workshop was Head of
Department Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, and coordinators
were Dr. Ravi Shankar
Pandey and Dr. Arjun
Patra.

Civic action program organized at Dubbatota

Konta, Nov 29: Under the
guidance of Arvind Rai,
DIG (Operations) Sukma
Range and Sarang,
C o m m a n d a n t - 1 5 0
Battalion S.S. Hokip, 2nd
Commanding Officer
(Operations) and Kiran
Gangaram Chavhan IPS,
ASP Sukma and 150
Battalion CRPF, a  Civic
Action Program was or-
ganized by the camp of the
force, in which Vikas
Kumar Rai, Deputy
Commandant and R.P.
Sharma, Deputy
Commandant - 150
Battalion CRPF,
Vivekanand Prasad

(Assistant Commandant),
Chandra Prakash Tiwari
(Assistant Commandant),
Mukesh Kumar Singh
(Assistant Commandant),
Krishna Kumar (Assistant
Commandant), Rakesh
Kumar Sharma (Assistant
Commandant)  ), Dr.
Aditya Ranjan Prasad
(Medical Officer)-150

Battalion, District Police
Sukma Chhattisgarh were
present. In the presence of
Gram Panchayat
Secretary, Head,
Sarpanch, about 200 to 300
villagers, women and chil-
dren from each village es-
tablished 150 Battalions
CRPF actively participat-
ed in the civic action pro-

gram organized. In which
the villagers were given
blankets, cooking utensils
and materials related to
writing and sports for the
children by Sarang
C o m m a n d a n t - 1 5 0
Battalion in village
Pidmel, and Kiran Chavan
IPS, ASP Sukma, due to
which there is a wave of
happiness among the chil-
dren and the villagers.

Dr. Aditya Ranjan
Prasad (Medical Officer) -
150 Battalion distributed
necessary medicines to
sick children, old men and
women in the village by
treating them properly.
During the above organ-
ized civic action program,
the villagers were fed
lunch.

During the above organ-
ized civic action program,
the villagers were duly in-

formed about various wel-
fare schemes like health,
physical nutrition and ed-
ucation being run by the
government and  The med-
ical team of 150 Battalion
distributed necessary
medicines while giving
health related information
to the present villagers
and also made women
aware about women em-
powerment and education
for children.

After that, the civic ac-
tion program was formal-
ly concluded by providing
food to all the villagers,
women and children who
had come to the civic ac-
tion program. There is a
wave of happiness among
all the villagers due to the
benefits received from the
Civic Action Program or-
ganized by the said 150
Battalion CRPF.

Intensive TB and leprosy search

campaign from Dec 1-21
Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 29: In
Bemetara istrict, an in-
tensive TB and Leprosy
search campaign will be
conducted in all develop-
ment blocks from
December 1- 21, 2022, for
the preparation of
which, under the chair-
manship of the Chief
Medical and Health
Officer, Block Medical
Officers, Block Program
Managers of all develop-
ment blocks at the dis-
trict level.

The training program
of Nodal Officer, Block
Extension Training
Officer, District and
Block Coordinator
Mitanin Program, Ayush

doctor, CHC and PHC in-
charge STS, STLS was
completed at the district
level on Nov 29. In the
training program, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer Dr. GL Tandon
said that during this
campaign every possible
patient will be identified
and treated, so that TB
and leprosy infection can
be prevented. He asked
the concerned officers to
work according to regu-
lar monitoring and
guidelines for successful
operation of the pro-
gramme.

District Leprosy
Eradication Officer Dr.
Jitendra Kumar Kunjam
said that in the intensive
TB and leprosy cam-

paign, Mitanins will go
door-to-door in their
work area from Dec 1 -21
to identify potential pa-
tients on the basis of
symptoms of TB and lep-
rosy. From Dec 16-21, the
probable TB and leprosy
patients detected by
Mitanins will be re-in-
spected by the RHO and
MT of the concerned
area. District
T u b e r c u l o s i s
Eradication Officer Dr.
KD Sahu told that a list of
potential TB and leprosy
patients will be prepared
and sent to PHC and CHC
level. Where TB and lep-
rosy patients found after
verifying the potential
patients sent will be
treated.

Employment cum skill
fair today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 29: District
Panchayat and District
Skill Development
Authority, Raipur is going
to organize Employment
cum Skill Fair at
Livelihood College Jora
Raipur from 11 am on
30th November, under
Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Gramin Kaushal Yojana.
As many as 15 private sec-
tor establishments will
conduct interviews for ap-

pointment to more than
500 vacancies in this
placement camp.
Information about self-
employment schemes of
the government and
training related to skill
development will also be
given. Assistant Director
District Skill
Development Authority
Raipur said that youths of
Raipur district having
minimum qualification of
10th examination in age
group of 21-35 years can
apply. They may come
with original and attested
copies of all their certifi-
cates to appear for inter-
view. This employment
cum skill fair is complete-
ly free for the youth.

Vijendra Sharma elected
ICAI President

Raipur, Nov 29: CMA
Vijendra Sharma, hailing
from Delhi, has been elect-
ed as the National
President of Institute of
Cost Accountants of India
(ICAI).

CMA Rakesh Bhalla,
hailing from Chandigarh,
has been elected as the
Vice President of the

ICAI.
Regional Council

Member of Western India
Regional Council of the
ICAI CMA Arindam
Goswami informed that
the elections for the post
of the President and the
Vice President were held
in New Delhi on Monday.

Both have been elected
for the financial year-
2022-23, he added.

Sai Devotees from Ranchi
reach Raipur enroute Shirdi

Raipur, Nov 29: Six
Sai devotees from
Ranchi covering
around 35 kms daily
reached Raipur on

Tuesday on their way
to Shirdi. These devo-
tees have started on
November 06, 2022 and
have planned to reach

Shirdi on January 05,
2023. After reaching
Raipur they took halt
at Sai Dham Kota and
after spending the
night will proceed for
Shirdi on Thursday
morning. The devo-
tees are Manish
Agrawal, Jay Kishan
Agrawal, Baijnath
Agrawal, Roshan
Agrawal, Alok Pandey
and Vikas Singh. The
devotees wishing to
have darshan of ‘Sai
Palki’ being carried by
these devotees along
with then can reach
Sai Darbar Kota
Colony by 10 am in the
morning.

Astitva Grameen Hastshilp transforming
lives at grassroot level: Diwan

Raipur, Nov 29: In support
of Women’s
Entrepreneurship Month,
#Astitva Foundation
Chhattisgarh celebrates
successful stories of bud-
ding rural women micro-en-
trepreneurs, to highlight
the accomplishments of our
handicraft enterprise
“Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp”, and honour the
development of women arti-
sans of rural Chhattisgarh.

Astitva Grameen
Hastshilp is forming the
foundation of #social devel-
opment and transforming
lives at the grassroots level
in #Chhattisgarh. It pro-
vides a seedbed to handi-
craft production as a cottage
industry which is central to
generating employment and
income in rural areas.

#Astitva Foundation
Chhattisgarh provides sus-
tainable support system for
rural women through
‘Upskilling-to-Self-Reliance’
model under #Project

Pehchaan, thereby breaking
the stereotypes and barriers
to empowering rural
women.

Our model is based on
six main components, viz.
women’s economic em-
powerment; provision of
capital; Market develop-

ment; mobilising digital
technologies; business
management support serv-
ices; and fostering entre-
preneurial dynamism to
carving an identity for
rural women.

This sustainable system
directly supports the rural
women by building the ca-
pacity of entrepreneurs
and collaborating with
local and regional institu-
tions, informs Founder of
Astitva Foundation Annu
Diwan in a press release.

No-confidence motion moved
against Sonkar failed

Balod, Nov29: Nagar
Panchayat President
Gunderdehi Ranu Sonkar
was able to save her chair
as the no-confidence mo-
tion moved against him fell
by 1 votes due to activeness
of BJP leaders here on
Tuesday. In this one of the
Congress corporator has
done cross-voting.

It is notable here that in
the Nagar Panchayat with
15 corporators, few BJP cor-
porators were absent in the
no-confidence motion
moved. In this for the post
of President Nagar
Panchayat, 10 votes were

cast in Ranu Sonkar’s
favour out of total 15 corpo-
rators and was 1 above 9
votes required to pass the
no-confidence motion. In
this one of the Congress
corporator indulged in

cross-voting and the
President of Nagar
Panchayat was able to save
her chair. The charge of
Gunderdehi was with BJP
Kissan leader
Gaurishankar Sriwas and

therefore he has suggested
to foil the attempt of no-
confidence motion moved
by Congress corporators.

For this they prepared a
strategy along with Nagar
Panchayat President Ranu
Sonkar and got the BJP cor-
porator team meet the new
organizational Chief of
BJP Ajay Jamwal and for-
mer CM Raman Singh.
With strong strategy by
BJP leader Kedarnath
Gupta and Gaurishankar
Sriwas that the no-confi-
dence motion moved by the
Opposition failed. The op-
position could not even save
its own corporator from
cross-voting and as a result
got 10 votes in favour of
Nagar Panchayat President
Ranu Sonkar. After victory
a victory rally was taken
out and in which Raju
Sonkar was also present.
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From Shri Dhanwantri
generic medical
stores

Nearly 8,000 people
purchased medicines
worth 59.51 lakh at
less than half prices in
Narayanpur

By CRPF 150 Battalion

Medical camp and 
distribution of essential
items

Interview to be held for
appointment on more
than 500 vacancies in
private sector

In Nagar Panchayat
Gunderdehi; got 10
votes with one vote
because of cross-vot-
ing by Cong corporator

NIT Raipur organises

‘Nukkad Natak’
RRaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2299:: National
Institute of Technology,
Raipur’s Abhinay - The
Dramatics Club presented a
Nukkad Natak “Tathya” on
28th November 2022 as a
part of Women ‘Pakhwada’
which is being organised
from Nov 25-Dec 10 2022 as
per the directives of
Ministry of Education,
Government of India. It was
conducted under the super-
vision of Dr. Govardhan
Bhatt, Faculty In-charge,
Abhinay. The theme of the
Nukkad Natak was based on
the Act 2013 for the preven-
tion, prohibition and redres-
sal of sexual harrasment of
women at workplace. The
Nukkad natak aimed to cre-
ate awareness about the
provision of the Act 2013
and it magnificently por-
trayed the act and all relat-
ed prevention measures.
This entire program was
attended by a large number
of students, staff and facul-
ty member of the institute.
The event received applause
and appreciation from the
attendees.

 Rakesh Bhalla is VP

Laxmi Kashyap appointed
District Secy.

Of Raipur Mahila Sena

Raipur, Nov 29: An active
female worker Laxmi

K a s hy a p
has been
appointed
as District
Secretary
of Raipur
M a h i l a
Sena by
Shiv Sena

state chief Dhananjay
Singh Parihar under
party’s expansion plan. An
important meeting of
District Unit of
Chhattisgarh Shiv Sena,
Raipur district was held
and in this discussions
were held on forthcoming
VS polls and expansion of
the organization and in
this appointment of many
active workers has been
made.

Musical Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran week begins

Masturi, Nov 29:
Ramakanti Tripathi, son
of the chief host
Radheshyam Tripathi and
the mother and sisters of
the city reached the Katha
venue located at Yashoda
Radhe Suyash Sadan by
filling water from
Shivsagar pond after invit-
ing the deities in all the
deities of the city.

Here Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Katha Gyan
Yagya’s ritual worship
was performed by Pt.
Rameshwar Pathak along
with Vedic chanting. After
that, at the venue of musi-
cal Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran Gyan Yagya,
Vyas Katha resident of
Bilaspur Coconut Kothi,
Acharya Pandit Bhagwat
Prasad Pathak Shastri sit-
ting on Vyas Peeth, started
narrating the stories of
Shrimad Bhagwat
Mahapuran.

‘People are getting medicines
at discounted prices’
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BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  2299::  

Bureaucrat, poet, writer
and historian Sanjay Alang
has been selected for the
prestigious Sahitya Sutra
Samman, given in the memory
of late Puran Singh in the field
of literature. His poetry col-
lection, ‘The river was as
beautiful as a tiger’, talks of
the different narratives of life,
and is also embedded in the
folk culture and history of
Chhattisgarh. 

It may be noted that Sanjay
Alang has published three
poetry collections, namely
Shav, Pagdandi Chhip Gayi Thi
(this collection focuses on
Chhattisgarh) and The River
was as beautiful as a Tiger. He
has received many honors
including Kavita’s Dinkar
Samman, Shrikant Verma
Samman etc. Sanjay Alang is
also an expert historian of
Chhattisgarh and his book
‘Chhattisgarh: History and

Culture’ received the highest
and prestigious award for best
research education writing by
the Ministry of Human
Resource Development,
Government of India. 

He has published more than
ten books on the history and
culture of Chhattisgarh,
including Princely States and
Zamindaries of Chhattisgarh,
Tribes and Castes of
Chhattisgarh etc. He also has
researched on interpretation
of Chhattisgarh and Garh in

Chhattisgarh nomenclature,
revolution of 1857 in Surguja
region, history of all the three
regions (Khalsa, Riyasat,
Zamindari) of Chhattisgarh,
and their flags. Co-authored
with his painter wife Dr.
Sumita Alang, he also has two
Chhattisgarh-centric books
namely Hastshilp of
Chhattisgarh and Festivals
and Celebrations of
Chhattisgarh. 

All the books on
Chhattisgarh tell the history
of the people of Chhattisgarh
and present the history and
culture in a socio-economic
manner, thus presenting a
new and popular dimension of
Chhattisgarh. An officer of
the Indian Administrative
Service, Alang is presently
Commissioner of Bilaspur and
Surguja divisions of
Chhattisgarh. Friends and
well-wishers have congratu-
lated him on the announce-
ment of the award. 

Sanjay Alang to be awarded 
with Sahitya Sutra Samman 2022 

Sukma, Nov 29:

In the ‘Jandarshan’ pro-
gramme held at the
Collector’s office on
Monday, the villagers and
people apprised the
Collector Haris S. about
their grievances and de-
mands. A dozen villagers
from Kushalpara of Gram
Urmapal raised demand
for making arrangements
of water tank for supply
of clean drinking water.
Villager Sono Baghel in-
formed Collector there
are seven localities in
Urmapal and there is bor-
ing as well, but no drink-
ing water facility is avail-
able. As a result of which
the villagers are forced to
fetch water from about
one & half km distance
from a borewell and have
no other option and they
even brought a sample of
water they are drinking.
Collector informed vil-

lagers that under Jal
Jeevan Mission, every
house in the village is
being provided with
drinking water and in
Umrapal also this facility
will be provided before
start of coming summer

season. On this the vil-
lagers urged him to start
this facility at the earliest.

Villagers from Gram
Panchayat Gonderas also
submitted a memoran-
dum to the Collector in
support of their various

demands. This included
opening of primary
school in Gram Pujaripal,
Lendipara of Gonderas;
re-opening of Boy’s
Ashram functional in
Murtonda again in
Gonderas; provide electri-

cal and water connection
in all the houses; solar
electricity facility in
handpumps and construc-
tion of overhead water
tank; making of Aadhar
and Ayushman cards for
remaining beneficiaries;
opening of new
Panchayat building and
others.

Collector taking into ac-
count their demands as-
sured them to hold a camp
in the village and get their
Aadhar and Ayushman
cards made. For electrici-
ty, he urged the benefici-
aries to make separate ap-
plication and informed
that process of appoint-
ment of an ANM staff
nurse in Gonderas sub-
health centre is in
progress and soon the ap-
pointment will be made.
Along with this the
Collector assured to meet
out their other demands
soon.

Villagers put forth their demands before Collector
In the weekly Jandarshan prog

Mungeli, Nov 29: 

Shri Kirshna Murthy
inter-school Kabaddi was
organized at St. Xavier’s
High School Mungeli.
The final match was
played between
St.Xaviers Mungeli and St.
Xaviers Bharni. The tro-
phy was occupied by St.
Xaviers Mungeli by play-
ing a thrilling and agonis-
ing match. As a chief
guest MS. Akansha
Shiksha, SDM Mungeli
was present in that pro-
gram . The program was
presided over by Dr. G.S.
Patnaik , The vice presi-
dent of Athletics federa-
tion of India and
Managing Director of the
school and G. Prabhakar
Patnaik was present as a
special guest . At the beg-
ging of the program . The
guests were saluted by an

attractive march past by
the players after this the
completion was formally
started by lighting the
torch. Chief Guest,
Akansha Shiksha ad-
dressing the program said
that such events enhance
the talent of the students
and develop sportsman-
ship.. G.S Patnaik congrat-

ulated the event . There
was an excellent perform-
ance of the game by 140
students players from all
the 7 schools of the zone
. Welcome speech was
given by the principal of
the institution Subhendu
Mondal. The chief guest of
prize distribution and
closing ceremony

Pratibha Pandey ,
Additional Supritendent
of Police Mungeli , while
addressing the player said
that they should bring
glory to their school ,City
and parents through
sports. During this all the
faculty members , staff
and students of the insti-
tution were present.

SXHS Mungeli lifts 
inter-school Kabaddi tourney

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  NNoovv  2299::

The police has intensified
its campaign against the nax-
alites in view of the PLGA
week to start from a week’s
time in Gadhchiroli district of
Rajnandgaon district near
Maharashtra border. Under
this campaign, so far ten nax-
alites have surrendered.

As per information from SP
Gadhchiroli office, PLGA week
is going to be observed from
Dec 2-8 by the naxalites. In
view of this naxal combing
operations have been intensi-
fied under SP’s direction.
During this period the nax-
alites generally indulge in
recovery, closing the move-
ment of traffic on roads,
erecting naxalite memorials
and setting vehicles and oth-
ers on fire.  In view of this the
police has intensified its oper-

ations and during which 10
naxalites have surrendered so
far viz. Chainu Komma
Aatram (39), R/o Gram
Aaldandi, Danujoga Aatram
(29) R/o Aaldandi; Shamrao
Lakhwa Veladi (45), Sanjay
Shankar Veladi (39), KL
Soyam (34) all three R/o Gram
Chandra; Baju Keye Aatram
(28), R/o Armnartola,
Maniram Bandu Aatram (35),
R/o Gram apalle, Joga Koake
Madavi (50), R/o
Aramnastola, Lalsujogi
Talande (30),R/o Alamnar, and
Bajrang Bandu Madavi (40),
R/o Garm Malampalli, Tehsil
Aheri District Gadhchiroli.

SLR Magazine and other
weapons recovered

The police has so far recov-
ered naxal literature, SLA
black coloured magazine, SLR
7.62 mm 19 live cartridges,
two loaded guns, two motor-
cycles, commando green T-
shirt, (2 pieces), one lower
pant and torch and other
items.

12 naxalites surrender
from Gadhchiroli district
 Under anti-Naxal

campaign by police

Kasdol, Nov 29:

Under the joint aegis
of Satnami Employees
Welfare Committee and
P r o g r e s s i v e
Chhattisgarh Satnami
Samaj, Kasdol, a huge
seminar on Constitution

Day was organized at
Guru Ghasidas Cultural
Bhawan, Kasdol on  Nov
26.

The Chief Guest was
Justice Hemant Kumar
Ratre of the Civil Court
and the program was
presided over by Vinod

Kumar Chelak,
Chairman Satnami
Employees Welfare
Committee, and present
as special guests were
Mahettar Ghritalhare,
Budhram Ghritalhare,
Virendra Kumar Chelak,
Govind Ghritalhare, and

Bharat Ghara. It is worth
mentioning that a ques-
tion and answer competi-
tion was organized for
the students in the pro-
gram in which all the
children participated en-
thusiastically and the
students who got the

first, second and third
places were honored by
the committee. Fruits
were distributed to the
patients at Kasdol Health
Center and Adya
Hospital under the lead-
ership of Dr. Surendra
Divyakar.

Constitution Day celebrated 

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  NNoovv  2299::  Due to
the opening of the water
drainage gate of Devkatta
reservoir located in village
Devkatta of development
block late night by unknown
mischievous elements, stand-
ing crops were damaged and it
has become difficult to close
the gate due to crack near the
gate of the reservoir. 

The gate could not be closed
even after the efforts made by
the technical staff of the
department and as per infor-
mation, a huge crack has
appeared in the canal, 100
meters away from the
Devkatta reservoir, which is 4
kilometers away from
Devkatta village, which is
increasing gradually.
According to the information
received, Manthir Patel, a
retired employee of the

Irrigation Department, a resi-
dent of Kanhargaon, has the
key of the gate and
Kanhargaon Sarpanch repre-
sentative Sarpanch represen-
tative Gangadhar Sahu told
that this morning itself infor-
mation was received that
water from the canal is going
to the fields. 

Meanwhile it is alleged by
sarpanch representative Puran
Verma that the gate of the
dam has been opened inten-
tionally.Mandal President
Gram Panchayat Kanhargaon
Deputy Sarpanch and Rural
BJP Mandal President Jain
Kumar Meshram told that FIR
should be lodged against such
unknown accused.

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss
Today the situation will be

reviewed with the engineer:
SDO Water Resources.

Standing crops 
damaged due to dam gates

left open by miscreants

RRaajjnnaannddggaaoonn,,  NNoovv  2299::  

The police team raided the
illegally operated gutkha facto-
ry on Joratrai-Kopedih road in
Somni area and seized goods
worth more than Rs 82 lakhs.As
per information, the factory
used to remain closed during
the day and Gutka-pouches of
different brands including Sitar
were manufactured here at
night. 

According to the information
received from the Somni
police, during the anti-drug
campaign being run by
Superintendent of Police
Prafulla Thakur and the cam-
paign for prevention of illegal
activities, under the guidance
of ASP Lakhan Patle and CSP
Amit Patel, on Saturday
evening at around 5 pm, a joint
team of Somni, Thana Kotwali,
Thana Lalbagh and Cyber
??Cell raided the closed facto-

ry near the culvert on the way
from village Joratrai to Kopedih
in Somni area.  It is said that
tobacco and yolk-rich gutkha-
pouches of different compa-
nies including Sitar were made
here. According to the police,
notice under Section 91 was
given to Supervisor Bhanwarlal
Chowdhary father Dhaniram
Chowdhary, aged 45 years, res-
ident of Village Manji Thana
Degana, District Nagore
Rajasthan. 

According to information
received from police sources,
complaints about illegal con-
struction of Gutkha factory in
Somni area were being
received for a long time. It is
said that the factory was kept
closed during the day for show,
but as soon as the night fell,
Gutkha-pouch of different
brands were manufactured
here, in order to also avail
exemption from GST. 

Police raids illegal
gutkha factory

Goods worth 82 lakh seized

One nabbed 
with illicit liquor
worth Rs 10,272

AAmmbbaaggaarrhh  CChhoowwkkii,,  NNoovv  2299:: In
the anti-liquor drive in
Ambagarh Chowki, the
Chilhati police succeeded in
seizing illicit liquor in large
quantity from one accused and
filed case under Excise Act
against him.

As per instructions from SP
MMC Akshay Kumar, it was on
tip from an informer that one
person from MP is indulging in
illicit smuggling of liquor that
Chilhati TI Khoman Bhnadari
along with team nabbed the
accused. He disclosed his
name as Jaant S/o Shivprasad
(26), R/o Gram Biharikala. The
police recovered 96 quarter
bottles of English Goan liquor
worth Rs 10,272 from his pos-
session. The motorcycle used
by the accused to transport
this liquor bearing No. CG 08
AR 2404 was also seized. A
case under section 34, 2 of
Excise Act was also filed and
he was produced in the court
and later sent to jail.

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  NNoovv  2299::  

Under Swachh Bharat Mission,
under the leadership of
Samarpan Group and State
Sahu Sangh Youth Cell, a
cleanliness drive was carried
out in the Muktidham complex
of Block Headquarters
Fingeshwar and Chirghar.
District. Addresing the youths
in the drive, Panchayat mem-

ber Chandrashekhar Sahu said
that there is no possibility of
spread of infectious diseases
by maintaining cleanliness and
by keeping the city clean we
can make it beautiful. Raju
Sahu, Vice President of State
Sahu Sangh, said that cleanli-
ness is the foundation stone of
good health and the participa-
tion being received in the
cleanliness campaign is proof

that today’s youth from differ-
ent regions are united in this
campaign.  During this cleanli-
ness campaign, Samarpan
Group Shyamnagar’s cleanli-
ness ambassador district mem-
ber Deepak Sahu Komal Sahu
Manish Sahu Diamond Sahu
Lokesh Sahu Gopal Sahu
Mahesh Sahu, councilor
Deepak Shriwas, Mukesh Sahu,
and others were present. 

Cleanliness campaign organised
in crematorium complex

By Samarpan Group & State Sahu Sangh Youth Cell

Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, Nov 29: ‘Van
Mitan Jagriti-2022’ pro-
gramme was organised
for studnets of Class-8-
12th of Multi-purpose
School Pendra here on
Monday. The employees of
Forest circle Pendra and
Master Trainers organ-
ised this ‘Van Mitan
Jagriti’ in order to create
awareness among chil-
dren about environment

conservation and how to
save the wildlife and save
forest. On this occasion a
quiz competition was or-
ganised for children on
how to save forest and
wildlife and in this the
first, second and third
prize winners were pre-
sented with prizes and cer-
tificates to those who par-
ticipated. Later the chil-
dren were taken for a jun-
gle ride by the forest staff.

‘Van Mitan Jagriti’ prog held
In Multi-purpose School Pendra
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First cruise vessel, after easing
of COVID restrictions, arrives 

Mangaluru, Nov 29 (PTI):

The first cruise ship of
the current cruise season,
which began after lifting
of COVID-19 curbs, ar-
rived at the New
Mangalore port on
Monday.

The cruise ship MS
Europa 2’ carrying 271 pas-
sengers and 373 crew
members was called at
berth number 4 at the port,
New Mangalore Port
(NMP) sources said.

The carrying capacity of
the vessel, sailing under
the flag of Malta, is 42,830
gross tonnage and her cur-
rent draught is reported to
be 6.3 metres. Her length
overall (LOA) is 224.38 me-
tres and width is 29.99 me-
ters.

The cruise vessel ar-
rived from Mormugao in

Goa and from Mangaluru
it sailed to Cochin port.
Officials from NMP had
made all arrangements to
welcome the cruise pas-
sengers.

The cruise season began
after a gap of two years
due to Covid-19 pandemic.

Arrangements were
made for medical screen-
ing of passengers and 11

immigration and four cus-
toms counters were set up
for the purpose.

In addition, six coaches
of bus and cars, 15 prepaid
taxis, were kept ready to
take the passengers.The
last cruise vessel the port
received was on February
18, 2020 with 1,800 passen-
gers and 800 crew on
board.

Police yet to recover weapons used by woman, son to kill husband

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

The Delhi Police is yet to
recover the weapons used by
a woman and her son for
killing and chopping the
body of her husband in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar area,
officials said on Tuesday.
Anjan Das (45) was killed on
May 30 by his wife Poonam

(48) and stepson Deepak (25),
residents of Kalyanpuri,
who were arrested from east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar area
on Monday. A senior police
officer on Tuesday said that
the weapons of murder are
yet to be recovered and fur-
ther investigation is under-
way. The duo is currently in
police custody. The trigger
for the grisly crime was the
fact that Das had alleged ill
intentions towards her step-

daughter and Deepak’s wife
as well, and he was also
sending Poonam’s earnings
to his other wife and eight
children in Bihar. Poonam
worked as a domestic help
in the area. In April,
Poonam hatched a conspira-
cy to eliminate Das with the
help of her son Deepak, po-
lice said, adding that the duo
on May 30 served alcohol
laced with sleeping pills to
him.

Court rejects ex-Cong MLA’s bail plea

New Delhi, Nov 26 (PTI): 

A court here on Tuesday
rejected the bail plea of
former Congress legisla-
tor Asif Khan, observing
there is a “dire need to en-
sure the dignity of police
officers is protected.”

The court was hearing
the bail application of
Khan, who was sent to 14
days’ judicial custody on
Saturday after being ar-
rested for allegedly misbe-
having with a police offi-
cer and manhandling him.

“In view of the aforesaid
reasons and the gravity of
offence, the possibility of
the accused committing
similar offences and
threatening the witnesses

and tampering with evi-
dence cannot be ruled out.
Hence, this court is not in-
clined to grant bail to the
accused at this stage,”
Metropolitan Magistrate
Shikha Chahal said.

She said Khan was earli-
er involved in six cases
and also previously con-
victed in a similar matter
of causing obstruction
and assaulting a public
servant.

Khan did not deserve
any leniency as the inves-
tigation was at an initial
stage, the metropolitan
magistrate added.

The court said the lan-
guage, action and conduct
of Khan against public
servants are to be “viewed
strictly” and “strongly
condemned.”

It said Khan being an in-
fluential person, owed re-

sponsibility to society, but
instead used derogatory
and abusive words against
sub-inspector Akshay.

Khan even threatened
the sub-inspector in front
of his subordinates and
local residents, which re-
sulted in an “adverse soci-
etal impact” and had
“detrimental effects on the
police-community rela-
tionship, which was criti-
cal to maintaining public
safety as well as effective
policing,” the court said.

Noting that police had
no choice but to go into sit-
uations of danger and con-
flict or incidents against
the rule of law, such as in
the present case, the court
said: “There is a dire need
to ensure the dignity of po-
lice officers is protected so
that they can ensure pub-
lic safety, and conflict be-

tween the police and pub-
lic be discouraged as in
the present case.”

Shaheen Bagh police
had registered an FIR
against Khan under sec-
tions 186 (obstructing pub-
lic servant in discharge of
public functions) and 353
(Assault or criminal force
to deter public servant
from discharge of his
duty) of the Indian Penal
Code.

The former Congress
lawmaker allegedly used
foul language and man-
handled the officer who
objected to the leader ad-
dressing a gathering in
front of a mosque on
Friday without permis-
sion and using a loud hail-
er while campaigning for
his daughter who is con-
testing the Delhi munici-
pal elections.

Two NC leaders, many others join BJP 
Jammu, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Two National
Conference leaders and
more than 200 political
and social activists joined
the BJP here on Tuesday
in the presence of the
party’s Jammu and
Kashmir unit president
Ravinder Raina.

The National
Conference leaders who
joined the BJP were
provincial vice president S
S Bunty and provincial
secretary Pinky Bhat.
Besides them, National
Justice Party president
Randhir Singh Parihar
and several panchayat
members, doctors and re-
tired government officials
joined the party.

Former legislator
Devender Singh Rana,
who switched to the BJP
from the National

Conference last year, wel-
comed the new members
at the party office.

Several senior leaders,
including former minister
Sham Lal Sharma and for-
mer MLA Balwant Singh
Monkotia, were present.

“When I joined the BJP,
a number of my col-
leagues accompanied me
to the national party to
strengthen the hands of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Today once again, I
am blessed to facilitate the
entry of my former col-
leagues into the BJP. They
were the assets of the
National Conference as
most of them have been
associated with it for
decades,” Rana said.

He said their joining
would further strengthen
the BJP, especially in the
Nagrota Assembly con-
stituency.

“They are here because
of the pro-people policies
of the Modi government,”
Rana said.

Welcoming the new en-
trants into the party fold,
Jammu and Kashmir BJP
chief Raina said the party
was getting support from
all sections of society be-
cause of its mantra of
“sabka saath, sabka vikas
and sabka vishwas”.

“The people of Jammu
and Kashmir have decid-
ed to support BJP which
is evident from the large
joining of prominent po-
litical workers and social
activists.... We all have to
work together and make
sure that the BJP
achieves its mission of 50-
plus seats in the next as-
sembly elections to form
the government and have
its own chief minister,”
he said.

‘Maha govt not serious in
tackling measles outbreak’

Jalna, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Former Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
on Tuesday alleged the
Eknath Shinde-BJP govern-
ment is not serious in tack-
ling the measles outbreak.

Tope claimed 14 children
have died due to measles in
the state so far but the gov-
ernment is not doing enough.
“Healthcare is the prime re-
sponsibility of the govern-
ment which should wake up

from its slumber,” he told re-
porters in Jalna.

Tope, who was the health
minister in the erstwhile
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
government, suggested the
government form task forces,
speed up the vaccination pro-
gramme and spread aware-
ness about measles.

“The government should
rope in the education depart-
ment for working with the
health department. Measles
is an infectious disease which
spreads easily,” he said.
Meanwhile, Jalna district
vaccination officer Jayshree
Bhasure said four measles pa-
tients had been detected in
the district and three of them
recovered while one child is
undergoing treatment. “68
suspected samples were sent
to the laboratory of which 13
samples returned negative.
We are awaiting the result of
the remaining samples,”
Bhasure said, adding 500 chil-
dren have been vaccinated.

Sabarimala pilgrims to get aid
of rapid action medical unit

Pathanamthitta (Kerala),
Nov 29 (PTI): As the Lord
Ayyappa Temple in
Sabarimala here continues
to witness heavy rush as
part of the ongoing annual
pilgrimage, a rapid action
medical unit is all set to
provide emergency health-
care to the devotees who
come to offer worship
trekking the holy hills.
State Health Minister
Veena George on Tuesday
said the new medical unit
would comprise a “bike
feeder ambulance” that can
travel through narrow
paths, a 4x4 rescue van
which moves through
rough terrains and an ICU
ambulance. The operations
of the rapid medical unit
are coordinated under the
state government’s ‘’Kaniv
108” ambulance pro-
gramme, she said in a state-
ment. All three vehicles are
equipped with facilities in-
cluding oxygen, George
said, adding that they

would be very much help-
ful to the pilgrims.

The new facilities are in
addition to the well-
equipped hospitals, emer-
gency medical centres and
Advanced Life Support
(ALS) and Basic Life
Support (BLS) ambulances
which are already in place
for the treatment of
Sabarimala devotees, she
explained.

If the devotees suffer any
sudden health issue includ-
ing shortness of breath or
chest pain, they can imme-
diately avail the service of
the rapid action medical
unit by contacting in the re-
spective toll-free number or
informing at the nearest
police station or health de-
partment points, the minis-
ter added.

The two-month-long an-
nual Mandalam-
Makaravilakku pilgrim-
age, which attracts huge
pilgrim turn-out every day,
began on November 17.

‘Long chill’ in jail: HP’s offer to drug users
Shimla, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Those who intend to get
high on drugs, will be
made to “chill” in jail, is
the cheeky message of the
Himachal Pradesh Police,
which is leveraging social
media to caution youths
against the menace of
drugs.

“Winters have set in
Himachal Pradesh. Jails
in Himachal are extremely
cold now, thinking of get-
ting high on drugs, police
welcome you for a long
term chill in our prisons,”
is the message of
Himachal police to drug
users.

With 99k followers on it
Facebook account, the Hill
state police is using social

media including Twitter
and Instagram to spread
awareness against drug
use.

Police across districts
are also sharing informa-
tion regarding arrests and
seizure in NDPS cases on
their Facebook accounts
to strike fear among the
drug peddlers and addicts.

The idea is to come up
with “short and crisp mes-
sages” to sensitise people
on drug abuse, a senior po-
lice officer said.

“Kindly enjoy snow and
winters in Himachal.
Don’t do drugs or else, you
may end up spending a
very long time behind
bars,” said DGP HImachal
Sanjay Kundu.

Another such post in-

volved a photograph that
showed the word “drugs”
in handcuffs, captioned
with a message “says yes
to life, no to drugs.”

The social media ap-
proach has received good
responses, not only on
drugs but also on road
safety, cyber crime, and
other important issues,
highly placed officers in
the police department
said.

According to the state
police, a total of 1,732 per-
sons were arrested in 1,195
NDPS cases in 2022 till
October end.

The police have so far
seized 274 kgs charas, 31
kgs opium, 306 kgs poppy
husk, 164 kgs ganja,
smack and cocaine, 7.9 kgs

of heroin (chitta) and
30,152 capsules and
tablets.

They have also de-
stroyed 70,602 poppy
plants and 47,737 cannabis
plants.

Stepping up its cam-
paign against drug ped-
dlers, narcotic sniffer dogs
have also been pressed
into service to check
smuggling of drugs at dis-
trict barriers.

The dogs trained by the
CID work under the super-
vision of their handlers
and can smell concealed
narcotics.

Sniffer dogs can recog-
nise at least 13 contraband
substances, including co-
caine, cannabis and opi-
oids, officials said.

ARADHANA MAHOTSAV

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat receives a memento from spiritual leader Swami Vasudevanand Saraswati during ‘Aradhana

Mahotsav’ organised on the 150th birth anniversary of Swami Brahmananda Saraswati, in Prayagraj, Tuesday.

KHICHDI PANCHAYAT

Former union minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and others during ‘Khichdi Panchayat’,
organised as part of BJP’s campaign for the Rampur Assembly by-polls, in Rampur,
Tuesday. 

BRIEF

Run over 
 Basti: A nine-year-old

boy died allegedly
after being run over by
BJP MP Harish
Dwivedi’s car here, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
According to a com-
plaint filed by
Shatrughan Rajbhar,
the father of the de-
ceased boy —
Abhishek — the acci-
dent occurred on
Saturday near the
Hardiya intersection
when he was return-
ing from school along
with other children,
they said. Just as the
children reached a
petrol pump,
Abhishek was hit by a
white SUV belonging
Dwivedi, police said
quoting the complaint.

Attack
 Unnao: A youth al-

legedly attacked the
car of the BJP’s
Bangarmau MLA
Shrikant Katiyar with
a brick, shattering the
front windscreen, in
Dahi police station
limits here, police said
on Tuesday. The inci-
dent occurred when
Katiyar was returning
from a wedding on
Monday night. He im-
mediately informed
the cops about the at-
tack, they said. Circle
Officer (City)
Ashutosh Kumar, who
reached the spot, took
the youth into custody.

Inaugurate
 Kurukshetra:

President Droupadi
Murmu on Tuesday
stressed imbibing the
teachings of
‘Bhagavad Gita’, say-
ing it is a book whose
messages spread hope
in despair and also
give solutions to all
doubts of practical
life. President Murmu,
who is on a two-day
visit to Haryana to at-
tend various pro-
grammes, on Tuesday
inaugurated the
International Gita
Festival -2022 organ-
ised on the banks of
Brahma Sarovar here.

Restored 
 Nagpur: The restora-

tion work has been
completed on the foot
over bridge (FOB) at
Balharshah railway
station, a portion of
which collapsed re-
sulting in the death
one person in
Maharashtra’s
Chandrapur district, a
railway official said on
Tuesday. The work on
the FOB was complet-
ed on Monday night
and the structure has
been opened for pas-
senger movement, the
official said.

Sentence
 Paradip: Two persons

were sentenced to
death by a fast-track
court in Odisha’s
Jagatsinghpur district
on Tuesday for raping
and killing an eight-
year-old girl. The inci-
dent happened in 2014
in Tirtol police station
area. The girl was re-
turning home from a
shop after buying
chocolates when al-
legedly four people
took her to a secluded
spot, and took turns in
raping her. They killed
her after that, accord-
ing to the prosecution.

WB CM Mamata Banerjee
during a public meeting,
in North 24 Parganas 
district, Tuesday.

Tourists being welcomed after they arrive at Cochin port

through the cruise ship ‘MS Europa 2’, in Kochi, Tuesday.

 In Mangaluru Port

Rajesh Tope

Says dire need to protect
dignity of cops

UP to organise 75-hour cleanliness drive

Lucknow, Nov 29 (PTI): 

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment will organise a
massive cleanliness drive
covering 750 civic bodies
in 75 districts for 75 hours
from December 1 under
the Swachh Bharat
Mission - Urban, officials
said here.

Under the campaign,
the government plans to
convert ‘garbage vulnera-
ble points’ - ‘sensitive
sites’ in terms of garbage

collection in about 750
civic bodies — into clean
places.

The Municipal
Directorate of the Swachh
Bharat Mission has writ-
ten to all municipal com-
missioners and asked
them to fulfil the objective
by undertaking the cam-
paign within the stipulat-
ed time frame.

All guidelines related to
the campaign have been
laid out in the letter titled
‘Pratibadhh: 75 Districts,
75 Hours, 750 Civic
Bodies’. The campaign
will start on December 1

to mark the last month of
celebrations commemo-
rating 75 years of
Independence. It also aims
to create awareness about
cleanliness.

For this, necessary re-
sources and work will
have to be ensured by
identifying the ‘garbage
vulnerable points’.
Instructions have also
been issued to ensure that
the campaign’s closing
ceremony is organised
under the guidance and
chairmanship of the dis-
trict magistrate, the offi-
cials said.

 From Dec 1

 Pandav Nagar Murder

HILLARY CLINTON AT A PRESS PREVIEW

Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton speaks at a press preview of an art instal-
lation entitled “Eyes on Iran” in New York.The large eye behind Clinton, as well as
other works of art, are displayed at Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms State Park
and speaks to the current protests happening in Iran.

WELCOME CEREMONY

Chinese President Xi Jinping, left, walks with visiting Mongolian President Ukhnaagiin
Khurelsukh during a welcome ceremony prior to their talks at the Great Hall of the
People in Beijing.
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Washington, Nov 29 (PTI):

Scientists have uncov-
ered details of a phenome-
non that contributes to
coronary artery disease,
more commonly known as
heart disease, an advance
that may lead to new drug
treatments for fighting
heart disease, according to
a study. Soon after choles-
terol and fat start deposit-
ing on the lining of the
blood vessels that supply
your heart, the smooth
muscle cells that give the
blood vessels strength and
flexibility start to get big-
ger and multiply.

While scientists study-
ing the phenomenon sus-
pect these vascular smooth
muscle cells are trying to
help, this atypical behavior
for these strong cells in-
stead contributes to coro-
nary artery disease.

In a bit of a vicious
cycle, stents as well as by-
pass grafts used to treat
coronary artery disease
can prompt the same re-
sponse.

Now Medical College of
Georgia (MCG) scientists
report new insight into
how the cells enable this
unhealthy growth and a
new target to intervene.

New potential drug target to
treat heart disease found

Bucharest (Romania), Nov 29 (AP):

NATO Secretary-
General Jens Stoltenberg
reaffirmed the military al-
liance’s commitment to
Ukraine on Tuesday, say-
ing that the war-torn na-
tion will one day become a
member of the world’s
largest security organiza-
tion. Stoltenberg’s remarks
came as US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and
his NATO counterparts
gathered in Romania to

drum up urgently needed
support for Ukraine aimed
at ensuring that Moscow
fails to defeat Ukraine as it
bombards energy infra-
structure. “NATO’s door is
open,” Stoltenberg said.
“Russia does not have a
veto” on countries joining,
he said in reference to the
recent entry of North
Macedonia and
Montenegro into the secu-
rity alliance. He said that
Russian President
Vladimir Putin “will get

Finland and Sweden as
NATO members” soon.

The Nordic neighbours
applied for membership in
April, concerned that
Russia might target them
next.

NATO commits to future Ukraine
membership, drums up aid

Islamabad, Nov 29 (PTI):

Lieutenant General Faiz
Hamid, the former ISI
chief and one of the top
military officers of
Pakistan, has opted to seek
an early retirement, days
after he was shortlisted
but not appointed as the
Army chief, according to
media reports on Tuesday.

Gen Hamid was one of
the six senior-most gener-
als shortlisted by the
General Headquarters
(GHQ) for the post of the
Chief of Army Staff. The
list was sent to Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
for approval last week.

Bahawalpur Corps
Commander Lieutenant-
General Hamid has decid-
ed to seek an early retire-

ment days after he was
not selected as the Army
chief of the country, the
Dawn newspaper report-
ed quoting its sister media
outlet DawnNews TV.

Gen Asim Munir, a for-
mer ISI chief was appoint-
ed as the Chief of Army
Staff by the Pakistan gov-
ernment on Thursday,

ending intense specula-
tion on the high-profile
and sensitive post.

The report said that
Gen Hamid has sent his
resignation to the high
command. The authori-
ties have already accepted
his resignation ahead of
the new postings, expect-
ed to take place after Chief
of Army Staff Gen Munir
takes charge on Tuesday,
it said.

There was no official
confirmation from the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR), the
Pakistan Army’s media
wing, on the development,
but the reports seem cred-
ible as neither the ISPR
nor Gen Hamid himself
has come out with a 
denial.

Former ISI chief Lt General Faiz Hamid
decides to retire early Beijing, Nov 29 (AP):

Chinese universities are
sending students home as
the ruling Communist
Party tightens anti-virus
controls and tries to prevent
more protests after crowds
angered by its severe “zero
COVID” restrictions called
for President Xi Jinping to
resign in the biggest show of
public dissent in decades.

With police out in force,
there was no word of
protests Tuesday in Beijing,
Shanghai or other major
cities.

Some anti-virus restric-
tions were eased Monday in
a possible effort to defuse
public anger following the
weekend protests in at least
eight cities. But the ruling
party affirmed its “zero
COVID” strategy, which has
confined millions of people
to their homes in an attempt

to isolate every infection.
Tsinghua University, Xi’s

alma mater, where students
protested Sunday, and other
schools in Beijing and the
southern province of
Guangdong said they were
protecting students from
COVID-19. But dispersing
them to far-flung home-
towns also reduces the like-
lihood of more activism fol-
lowing protests at campuses
last weekend.

Some universities
arranged buses to take stu-
dents to train stations. They
said classes and final exams
would be conducted online.

“We will arrange for will-
ing students to return to
their hometowns,” Beijing
Forestry University said on
its website. It said its faculty
and students all tested
negative for the virus.

Authorities have or-
dered mass testing and im-

posed other controls in
areas across China follow-
ing a spike in infections.
But the move to disperse
students was unusual at a
time when many cities are
telling the public to avoid
travel and imposing con-
trols on movement.

In Hong Kong, about 50
students from mainland
China protested Monday at
the Chinese University of
Hong Kong in a show of
support for people on the
mainland. They lit candles
and chanted, “No PCR tests
but freedom!” and “Oppose
dictatorship, don’t be
slaves!”

The gathering and a sim-
ilar one in Hong Kong’s
business district were the
biggest protests in the

Chinese territory in more
than a year under rules im-
posed to crush a pro-
democracy movement.

“Zero COVID” has
helped keep China’s case
numbers lower than those
of the United States and
other major countries. But
public acceptance has
eroded as people in some
areas have been confined at
home for up to four months
and say they lack reliable
access to food and medi-
cine.

The Chinese Communist
Party promised last month
to reduce disruption by
changing quarantine and
other rules. But a spike in
infections has prompted
cities to tighten controls,
fueling public frustration.

Chinese university students sent home amid protests

Islamabad, Nov 29 (PTI):

General Asim Munir,
Pakistan’s former spymas-
ter, on Tuesday assumed
charge as the country’s new
Army chief, replacing Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa who re-
tired after two consecutive
three-year terms.

Munir assumed charge
during an impressive cere-
mony at the General
Headquarters (GHQ), be-
coming the 17th Chief of the
Army Staff. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on

November 24 nominated
Munir to the most powerful
position in the coup-prone
country, where the military

wields considerable power
in matters of security and
foreign policy.

He is the first Army chief
who has headed both power-
ful intelligence agencies -
the Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) and the
Military Intelligence (MI).
His stint as the spy chief at
the ISI was the shortest ever
as he was replaced by Lt
Gen Faiz Hamid within
eight months on the insis-
tence of then-Prime
Minister Imran Khan in
2019.

General Asim Munir takes charge as Pakistan’s new Army chief

London, Nov 29 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak has reiterated
the UK’s commitment to a
free trade agreement
(FTA) with India as part of
the country’s wider focus
on enhancing ties with the
strategic Indo-Pacific re-
gion and standing up to
competitors with “robust
pragmatism”.

elivering his first major
foreign policy speech since
taking charge at 10
Downing Street last month
at the Lord Mayor of
London’s Banquet on
Monday night, the British
Indian leader reflected
upon his heritage and
committed to promoting
British values of “freedom
and openness” around the
world.

He also pledged to “do
things differently” far re-
moved from the so-called
“golden era” with China,
which he said poses a “sys-
temic challenge” to
British values and inter-
ests.

“Before I came into poli-
tics, I invested in business-
es around the world. And
the opportunity in the

Indo-Pacific is com-
pelling,” Sunak said.

“By 2050, the Indo-
Pacific will deliver over
half of global growth com-
pared with just a quarter
from Europe and North
America combined. That’s
why we’re joining the
Trans-Pacific trade deal,
the CPTPP, delivering a
new FTA with India and
pursuing one with
Indonesia,” he said.

India and Britain
launched negotiations for
the free-trade agreement
(FTA) in January with an
aim to conclude talks by
Diwali but the deadline
was missed due to a lack

of consensus on issues.
The focus of the FTA

negotiations is on reduc-
ing the barriers to trade,
cutting tariffs, and sup-
porting easier imports
and exports into each
other’s markets.

“Like many others, my
grandparents came to the
UK, via East Africa and
the Indian subcontinent
and made their lives here.
In recent years, we’ve wel-
comed thousands of peo-
ple from Hong Kong,
Afghanistan, and
Ukraine. We’re a country
that stands up for our val-
ues, that defends democ-
racy by actions not just

words,” Sunak noted.
On China, the prime

minister said he wants to
“evolve” the UK’s ap-
proach as he distanced
his government from a
slogan used by the previ-
ous Conservative Party
led government to de-
scribe UK-China bilateral
relations just over seven
years ago.

“Let’s be clear, the so-
called golden era’ is over,
along with the na ve idea
that trade would lead to
social and political re-
form. But nor should we
rely on simplistic Cold
War rhetoric. We recog-
nise China poses a sys-
temic challenge to our
values and interests, a
challenge that grows
more acute as it moves to-
wards even greater au-
thoritarianism,” Sunak
cautioned.

China is engaged in
hotly contested territorial
disputes in the South and
East China Seas. Beijing
has also made substantial
progress in militarising
its man-made islands in
the past few years.

Beijing claims sover-
eignty over all of the

South China Sea. But
Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and
Taiwan have counter-
claims. In the East China
Sea, China has territorial
disputes with Japan.

Sunak was also critical
of China’s approach to-
wards ongoing anti-lock-
down protests in the
country, saying instead of
listening to people’s con-
cerns, the government
“has chosen to crack
down further” as he refer-
enced the arrest and beat-
ing of a BBC journalist
over the weekend.

“The media and our
parliamentarians must be
able to highlight these is-
sues without sanction, in-
cluding calling out abuses
in Xinjiang and the cur-
tailment of freedom in
Hong Kong,” he said.

The 42-year-old former
chancellor admitted that
the UK cannot simply ig-
nore China’s “signifi-
cance” in world affairs,
something he pointed out
that other leading
economies such as the
US, Canada, Australia
and Japan also acknowl-
edge.

UK delivering on new FTA with
India, says Rishi Sunak
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Plundering by MES 
Apropos to boder dispute
between Karnataka and
Maharashtra, the Maharastra
Ekikaran Samithi (MES) is
merely a gang of hoods who
are indulging in plunder and
also ferocity by creating a
choas between Marathi and
Kannada speaking people in
Belagavi of Karnataka every
now and then, for that matter
Marathi speaking people in
Belagavi are well safe and
enjoying every benefits of the
Karanataka state government
schemes without any biased.
The Maharastra state govern-
ment should not not mingle or
coordinate with MES rather it
should mind it's people who
are facing problems with
basic musts of life especially
in Solapur, Sangli,
Pandhrapur, Aurangabad,
Kolhapur and Akalkot regions
of Maharashtra itself precise-
ly speaking Maharashtra
should solve its problems
existing within rather going
for spoiling fraternity
between Marathi and Kannada
speaking people.

VViijjaayykkuummaarr  HH  KK,,  RRaaiicchhuurr

Eyesore 
AASU, the supreme body of
students in the Brahmaputra
Valley, claims to be an apo-
litical body representing the
student community of
Brahmaputra Valley which,
in the meantime, has pro-
duced many very prominent
political figures of Assam.
We generally understand
that the average age of a
student is around 30-35 but
to our utter surprise, we are
used to seeing students
above 45 years representing
AASU in their usual road
shows (road blockades,
dharnas, waving black
flags), which don't make
them look like students in
general. Also Read - Letters
to the Editor They are in fact
an eyesore to us and some-
times make us believe as if
today's AASU is no more a
student body which is apolit-
ical. The over-aged so-called
AASU leaders seem to have
immense hold in day-to-day
affairs of the state which
was reflected during their
anti-CAA stir, which almost
crippled the state both aca-
demically as well as finan-
cially and later spread to the
rest of the nation exposing
many anti-national ele-
ments. The memory of the
anti-CAA stir is still fresh in
every bona fide patriotic
Indians' minds. The anti-CAA
stir produced one 'Badan'
named Ajit Bhuyan who is
now a member of the Upper
House of Parliament. The
other firebrand leader and
an ex-general secretary of
AASU Lurinjyoti Gogoi is still
l icking his wounds after
being rejected by bona fide
Axomiyas. I beg to remind
the AASU leaders that power
without accountability is
very dangerous. 

JJooeell  GGooyyaarrii,,  TTaannggllaa..
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People buy dried vegetables (Hokh Syun) to consume during the winters on a cold and cloudy day, at a market, in Srinagar on
Tuesday, Nov. 29.

VEGETABLE MARKET IN SRINAGAR 

TT he 61st Constitution amendment of 1988 that brought down voting age
in India from 21 to 18 had reasoned that the present day youth were lit-

erate and enlightened and therefore deserved the opportunity to give vent
to their feelings. It was also observed that ‘they were very much politically
conscious’. The amendment was brought to include the unrepresented youth
in the country’s political process. The amendment took care of millennials,
understood to mean those who were born between 1981 and 1996 and part-
ly generation Z, born between 1997 and 2012. But there is a new generation
of ‘I-Gen’, the name derived from i-phone, whose members are perhaps even
more enlightened and devoted so social causes than those targeted by the
61st amendment. It is 34 years since the voting age was lowered to 18 and
the biggest difference is that today’s I-Gens are born in the internet era,
which is a milestone in human history, impacting every aspect of life on this
planet. Pre- and post-internet youth have so much to differentiate between
them and today’s adolescents have been exposed to a lot more of experi-
ences that have influenced their thinking. They have no idea of life without
mobile technology and social media, both unknown to the previous genera-
tions. Studies have shown that today’s super-connected kids are more envi-
ronment conscious, tolerant, respectful and inclusive of diversities, but more
individualistic. Of course, they have their own problems related to mental
health, social interaction and less experience in interacting with others as
they spend more time texting and other activities on social media as well as
games. But they have all the attributes that merited the inclusion of millen-
nials and Gen-Z in universal adult franchise. It is, therefore, high time for fur-
ther lowering of voting rights to cover at least the 15-17 age group. I-Gen
members have shown that they are ambitious, dreaming and daring as well
as endowed with more problem-solving capabilities than those belonging to
the previous generations. There are at least a dozen successful Indian entre-
preneurs who made it big before they attained the present voting age. OYO
founder Ritesh Agarwal was only 17 when he set out building his empire,
valued at over $10 billion. With a personal worth of more than $1 billion, he
is supposed to be the second youngest self-made billionaire in the world.
Similarly, Nithin Kamath of Zeroda, the third biggest stock trader of the
country after ICICI and HSFC, began his stock trading when he was just 17.
Today Zeroda has over 7 million users, a large number of them belonging to
Gen-Z and I-Gen. There are many more successful teenage entrepreneurs in
India, such as Advait Thakur, who heads a global technology and innovation
company specialising in IoT related services and products; Tilak Mehta, one
of the youngest Forbes panelists and a TEDx speaker, whose Paper N Parcels
won him an youngest entrepreneur award; Akhilenda Sahu, recognized as
the world’s youngest serial entrepreneur; and Farrhad Acidwalla, whose
Rochstah Media success prompted CNN to interview him at the age of 17.
The first time when the age group 15-17 got highlighted was during the covid
pandemic when the vaccination drive was extended to cover the members of
this group. It was estimated that there were 7.4 crore people falling into this
age group for the purposes of vaccination. This is a substantially big age
group, which needs to be considered for inclusion in adult franchise. Their
inclusion could bring a new dimension to the country’s electoral politics, as
they have significant clout in determining the outcome of elections. A back
of the envelope calculation shows that the addition of 7.4 crore new voters
to the electorate would mean addition of over a lakh votes on an average to
every Lok Sabha constituency. A large number of candidates elected to the
Lok Sabha had margins of less than 50, 000 to 1 lakh votes and such
largescale addition to the voters list can tilt the balance in any constituency,
Given that the new voters are given more strongly to social causes and inclu-
sive traits, IGen could turn out to be the decisive factor in future elections.
Prime Minister Modi keeps talking about ‘yuva shakti’ and the qualities of
today’s youth. “Today’s youth does not want to walk on the pre-decided road.
They want to step into the unknown world. Their destination is new, their
goal is new, their path is new and their desire is new. Once our youth gets
determined, they work hard to achieve that goal. They start working day
and night on it.” It is high time that these young people get their well-
deserved right to participate in the most crucial decision making process in
running the country. 

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee

WW e might be "giving sugar to an ant that bites us" or "not allow our
guests to return on an empty stomach" since centuries; but the hard

fact equally remains that for centuries we had massacred villages in the
name of caste, assaulted particular group of population for the audacity of
their women to sport garments in upper part of the bodies ("sole privilege"
of "higher" castes), banned the children of the Almighty from using com-
munity ponds roads temples or schools with even the child BR Ambedkar
forced to take lessons from outside the classroom. People were asked to
hang metallic bells/objects around their neck so that the "upper" castes can
become aware of their presence on hearing the sound and retain their "puri-
ty" by maintaining "safe" distance. Are these dreaded pictures exclusively
from that "golden Bharat" which was still to be "polluted" from "alien eth-
nicities and cultures". On the contrary, even "New India" of "Good Days"
gets regularly scandalised through physical /moral/cultural torture upon
Dalits whereby they are often prevented from setting up homes in "higher"
caste dominated localities, banned from stepping within temples, prohibit-
ed from taking services from barber shops frequented by "higher" castes
and even after death their bodies are shunned by crematoriums. What a
bizarre murder of humanity in this "liberal" land. Not to speak of regular
reports of incidents of murder or beating of Dalits for daring to sport mous-
tache or riding a horse to proceed for marriage. As far as that much zeal-
ously projected  "Vasudhaiva kutumbakam" is concerned, does this "philos-
ophy" go for a toss in case of vulnerable Rohingyas brutally tortured and
massacred in Myanmar. Why don't they get graciously welcomed in India
with open arms and heart. Why do the shrill call of "exterminating the ter-
mites" regularly get issued to threat the alleged "Bangladeshis", though
majority of them are full-fledged Indians in their own right. Just because
they have committed "sin" of taking birth as Bengalis and/or Muslims! Even
if some people have indeed illegally settled in India to escape hunger or reli-
gious atrocities in Bangladesh, still how can they be detained in prison in
such a country which boastfully chant "Vasudhaiva kutumbakam". Why has
the extravagant process of NRC been launched. So as to "throw out aliens"
instead of embracing all people irrespective of demographic quotient. Why
have the provisions of CAA not been extended to Muslims from Pakistan
Afghanistan or Bangladesh if India treats the whole world as "own relative".
And how we are "democrats by birth, by DNA" can be witnessed through
character assassination detention torture murder of innocents for daring to
express their opinion flowing opposite the "saffron mainstream", consuming
meat of a particular brand or marrying a person of "alien" religion specially
if the lady is a Hindu. Last but not the least, reputed historical research insti-
tutes are coming up with books celebrating Indian democracy (from Vedic
times), based upon which "remarkable" concept notes are coming up - - -
"Survival of Hindu culture in the face of 2000 years of invasion by alien eth-
nicities and cultures". It seems that India is a country of the Hindus, for the
Hindus, by the Hindus with the non-Hindu citizens of this country being of
"aggressor" and "alien" stock. What a specimen of "research" being indeed
conducted in this Constitutionally democratic diverse heterogenous country
supposed to be of all citizens irrespective of their religion and ethnicity.  It
is high time stern question needs to be asked - - "Hadn't Chandragupta
Maurya Ashoka Harshavardhana Kanishka Krishnadeva Raya gone for
empire expansion". Wasn't the process of invasion the norm in those
medieval times! How can we judge that practice through the prism of mod-
ern times, that too by casting  shrewd eyes upon a particular brand of reli-
gious dynasties only. Aren't the Khiljis Tughlaqs Mughals or Afghans (like
Sher Shah) part of Indian history culture architecture music or cuisine. What
a brand of "research" being presented by honchos of Indian history. And
those Hindus who claim to have descended from Aryan stock must answer
by which yardstick Muslims are invaders and "aliens" ; but they are not. The
deluge of rhetoric being furnished in the name of history democracy and
"liberalism" is utterly nauseating, to put it very mildly.

RHETORIC RHETORIC 
ALL AROUND! 

Lower Voting Age 
to include ‘I-Gen’ Voters

Vinod Chandrashekhar  Dixit

A ccording to the British
Red Cross, more than

nine million people say they
are always or often lonely,
out of a population of 65.6
million. Loneliness is a
major problem in the mod-
ern world as traditional
roles and relationships of
both men and women have
change tremendously in the
last few decades.Loneliness
is a universal human experi-
ence that can affect us as
badly as any physical ail-
ment. The evidence shows
that being lonely is bad for
your physical and mental
health. Loneliness is harm-
ful to have because of the
negative health effects, how
hard it is to overcome and
how loneliness has no
boundaries. Loneliness is a
warning sign that our needs

are not being met. Hunger is
a sign that we need food,
thirst is a sign that we need
water and pain signals that
our body is sick and needs
healing and repair.There is
robust evidence that social
isolation and loneliness sig-
nificantly increase risk for
premature mortality, and
the magnitude of the risk
exceeds that of many lead-
ing health indicators. Today,
an emotional and psycholog-
ical problem tormenting the
elders is loneliness.
Environmental factors like
type of family, social net-
work, transportation issues
and place of residence, pop-
ulation migrations, etc. are
also some other significant
correlates of loneliness.
Loneliness can be overcome
through certain initiatives.
Volunteering time and tal-
ent can help put one’s own

situation in perspective,
bringing to light the posi-
tives. We need good relation-
ships in our life. Close fami-
ly members or close friends
can make a difference in our
life and can convince you
that you’re being seen.
Loneliness can hurt your
health. Not having not hav-
ing anyone to talk or vent to
can cause anxiety.
Loneliness can also be
forced. For young people
loneliness is mostly forced.
This is due to bullying.
Loneliness has been seen in
any person and can be
shaped in many different
ways. It can be seen “no mat-
ter their age, geographical
location, or background”
(Colorado 2019). Loneliness
has been seen at almost any
age, from adolescents to old
age. Loneliness can be one
of the most destructive feel-

ings humans are capable of
feeling. For loneliness can
lead to depression, suicide,
and even to raging out and
hurting friends. One can
fight loneliness, learn to
love isolation, make use of
the discomfort of time on
their own and come to re-
alise that sometimes the
best tunes come in solos
.Other studies have shown
that changing our thinking
altogether might be a more
foundational way of dealing
with loneliness.

Loneliness can creep
through your bones like a
disease, wash over you unex-
pectedly as if a stranger’s
vomit, or sit in the pit of
your stomach for weeks like
undigested chewing gum.
Especially, it turns out, if
you’re young. The elderly
should make efforts to make
friends and meet new peo-

ple, the kind one can turn to
for emotional support. They
could check with local sen-
ior centres and hospitals for
opportunities to volunteer.
For example, with a person
who feels particularly
unloved and unwanted,
someone close to them
should try to take a little
extra time to spend with
that person and try to set
aside a little extra time to
talk to the person.

Hobbies can keep them
motivated and forward-
thinking; they can help set
goals. They could adopt a pet
for company; caring for a pet
can renew the meaning and
purpose of one’s life.

They should recall aspects
of their past life, which will
enhance their emotional
health. This will make an in-
dividual less likely to be
lonely or withdrawn.

Loneliness is not lack of company, 
loneliness is lack of purpose 

T he country celebrated
National Milk Day on the

26th of November. The occasion
is momentous because for one it
will mark the 101st birth an-
niversary of late Dr. Verghese
Kurien, the man who is credited
for ushering in India’s ‘White
Revolution’.

In many ways, the growth
and advancements in India’s
dairy sector have been symbolic
of the trajectory of the coun-
try’s influence and impact on
the global map. Under Shri
Narendra Modi’s leadership,
the country’s milk production
has gone up by more than 44%
and in the year 2020-2021, we
produced 210 MT of milk, that
constitutes 23% of the world’s
milk. India’s per capita milk
availability stood at 427 gram
per day in 2020-21 as against the
world average of 394 grams per
day during the same period.
The dairy sector in India has
been largely organised under
the cooperative structure and
the cooperatives have played a
pivotal role in increasing the ne-
gotiating power of dairy farm-
ers and help set the price of
Milk Procurement and Milk
Sale in their area of operations.
Unlike the scenario for crops
like rice and wheat, the
Government does not dictate
prices of dairy products and is
not involved in milk procure-
ment. This has fostered the au-

tonomy of Dairy Cooperatives
and encouraged them to be mar-
ket oriented. In fact, some of the
leading dairy cooperatives in
the country have managed to
surpass private companies in
both performance and profits.
India’s largest dairy company
Amul is an excellent testament
to the power and success of the
Cooperative model within the
country.

Now as we recover from the
aftermath of the pandemic, it
would be worthwhile to high-
light the role played by the
Government and the dairy co-
operatives to support dairy
farmers during the lockdown
period and beyond.

Milk procurement by the
dairy cooperatives continued to
rise throughout the pandemic
as it accepted the diverted addi-
tional milk of the farmers
which was otherwise sold to pri-
vate and unorganised players.
Milk procurement by the dairy
cooperatives registered an in-
crease of 7.9 per cent during
2020-21.

To extend support, the
Government of India launched
“Interest subvention on
Working Capital Loans” compo-
nent under the existing central
sector scheme – “Supporting
Dairy Cooperatives and Farmer
Producer Organisations en-
gaged in dairy activities (SDCF-
PO)” scheme. Such measures

helped our dairy industry re-
main resilient in the past two
years. To leverage the growing
potential of technology, a digital
platform called e-Gopala was
launched to enhance ease and
efficiency in the management of
livestock. This digital platform
can be used for obtaining Pashu
Aadhaar, Pashu Poshan, Ethno-
veterinary Medicines (EVM),
Animal Breeding related servic-
es and information.
Additionally, the E-Gopala App
also provides a platform for buy-
ing and selling of dairy ani-
mals, bovine semen, embryo etc.
To supplement the exercise, a
helpline for dairy farmers
called Pashu Mitra has been es-
tablished by the National Dairy
Development Board, that will
enable farmers to directly have
their queries on animal health
and nutrition answered by ex-
perts.

Given that Indian milk pro-
duction is expected to reach 270
MMT by 2025, corporations will
need to invest in processing fa-
cilities, and this provides an in-
vestment potential of USD 10
Billion within the dairy sector.
There is a chilling infrastruc-
ture deficit of roughly 120-130
MMT in dairy sector, which
translates into an investment
potential of approximately USD
2.6 billion, with a 17-20% expect-
ed return on investment over
the next 9-12 years. Another im-
petus for enhancing invest-
ments in dairy has to do with
our growing footprint in the ex-
ports market.

For instance, India’s cheese
exports under the HS Code 0406
have grown at a rate of 16%
CAGR during the period 2015-
2020. The major export destina-
tions were UAE, Bhutan, and
the United States of America.
Presently, there are more than
75 milk deficient countries
across the globe, with most of

them scattered across Asia,
Latin America, and Africa – this
presents a ripe opportunity for
India to make inroads into
newer markets. To this end, re-
cent initiatives like the National
Digital Livestock Mission will
go a long way towards enhanc-
ing traceability standards and
will enable Indian companies to
meet the quality standards set
by importing nations.

To boost investments in the
dairy sector, DAHD has set up
the Dairy Investment
Accelerator under which enti-
ties like Gates Foundation and
Invest India will collaborate to
provide pro bono services that
will include issue resolution, in-
vestment facilitation, assistance
with export strategy, market re-
search, location assessment, etc.
More importantly, dairying has
provided a reliable source of in-
come to traditional farmers
when crops have failed. The cur-
rent Government’s efforts have
been concentrated on trans-
forming the dairy industry
from an unorganized to an or-
ganized sector, with the end goal
of increasing farmers income,
and generation of employment
across the value chain.

The slew of recent schemes
like the Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure Development
Fund, Rastriya Gokul Mission,
Animal Husbandry Grand
Start-up Challenge, and the ex-
tension of Kisan Credit Card fa-
cilities to livestock farmers, will
usher in better standards and
innovations within our dairy
sector. Thus, on the 101st birth
anniversary of Dr Kurien, we
are confident that India is well
poised to emerge as a leading ex-
porter of dairy products in
times to come.

Writer is Union Minister
for Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying

India is well poised to emerge 
as a leader in dairy

PURSHOTTAM RUPALA
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Investment
opportunities 

Hyderabad:
Highlighting the ro-
bust aerospace and de-
fence ecosystem in
Telangana and the
abundant resources
available to do busi-
ness from Hyderabad,
state Industries
Minister K T Rama
Rao  assured the gov-
ernment's support to
the industry to estab-
lish manufacturing
and other facilities in
the state. Rama Rao,
who participated vir-
tually in an interac-
tive session organised
by the Society of
Indian Defence
Manufacturers
(SIDM) and the
Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII)
in New Delhi on
Monday, highlighted
the rich history of the
defence sector in
Hyderabad.

Consumer 
protection

New Delhi: The
Union Consumer
Affairs Ministry is or-
ganising a day-long
workshop in
Guwahati on
December 2 to address
the issues concerning
consumer protection
in northeastern
states, a senior gov-
ernment official said
on Tuesday. Union
Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit
Kumar Singh,
Additional Secretary
Nidhi Khare and sen-
ior officials of eight
states from the north-
east region as well as
from industry associa-
tions will take part in
the workshop.
Reducing the penden-
cy of cases in con-
sumer commissions,
strengthening infra-
structure, use of me-
diation for speedier
resolution of con-
sumer grievances, use
of e-filing for hassle-
free consumer griev-
ance redressal -- are
some of the issues to
be deliberated during
the workshop, the offi-
cial told PTI.

Investor conclave

New Delhi: The
coal ministry on
Tuesday said an in-
vestor conclave will
be held this week in
Mumbai in a bid to
encourage participa-
tion of bidders in the
commercial auction
of blocks. Coal
Minister Pralhad
Joshi will chair the
conclave to be held
on December 1.
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath
Shinde will be the
chief guest.
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
will be the special
guest, the coal min-
istry said in a state-
ment. This month,
the coal ministry
launched the process
for sale of 133 coal
mines under the
sixth round of com-
mercial mines auc-
tion. In the first five
rounds, 64 coal
blocks have already
been put on sale.

GREEN CERTIFICATE

President of Global Affairs of Meta Nick Clegg receives 'green certificate' from FICCI
Committee Member Devin Narang during the launch of 'XR Open Source Fellowship
Program', a program to boost India's contribution towards the metaverse, by Meta in
partnership with FICCI and NeGD, at FICCI in New Delhi, Tuesday, Nov. 29.

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

The Finance Ministry
has called a meeting of
CEOs of banks, including
top six private sector
lenders, on December 5 to
discuss ways to promote
cross-border trade in the
rupee instead of the US
dollar. Besides, sources
said the meeting to be at-
tended by other stakehold-
ers, including senior offi-
cials of external affairs
and commerce ministries,
will review the progress
made on this front so far.

Financial Services

Secretary Vivek Joshi will
be chairing the meeting
and is also likely to see at-
tendance from representa-
tives of the Reserve Bank
of India and Indian Banks'
Association (IBA), sources
said.

Following detailed
guidelines from the
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on cross-border
trade transactions in do-
mestic currency in July,
about nine special vostro
accounts have been
opened with two Indian
banks to facilitate over-
seas trade in the rupee.
Sberbank and VTB Bank --
the largest and second-
largest banks of Russia,
respectively -- are the first
foreign lenders to receive

the approval after the RBI
announced the guidelines.
RBI as per the guidelines
decided to put in place an
additional arrangement
for invoicing, payment,
and settlement of ex-
ports/imports in INR.
Another Russian bank
Gazprom, which does not
have its bank in India, has
also opened this account
with Kolkata-based UCO
Bank. The move to open
the special vostro account
clears the deck for settle-
ment of payments in the
rupee for trade between
India and Russia, enabling
cross-border trade in the
Indian currency, which the
RBI is keen to promote.
The RBI has allowed the
special vostro accounts to

invest the surplus balance
in Indian government se-
curities to help popularise
the new arrangement.
UCO Bank already has a
vostro account-based facil-
ity in Iran. Gazprombank,
or GPB, is a privately-
owned Russian lender and
the third-largest bank in
the country by assets.
"Indian importers under-
taking imports through
this mechanism shall
make payment in INR,
which shall be credited
into the special vostro ac-
count of the correspon-
dent bank of the partner
country, against the in-
voices for the supply of
goods or services from the
overseas seller/supplier,"
RBI had said earlier.

Finmin to meet heads 
of banks on Dec 5

̈ To promote 
cross-border 
trade in rupee

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

India will at the upcom-
ing G20 meeting plans to
pitch for a global alliance
on biofuels on lines of the
highly-successful interna-
tional solar alliance, Oil
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said on Tuesday. The
International Solar
Alliance (ISA) was con-
ceived as a coalition of
solar resource-rich coun-
tries to address their spe-
cial energy needs and was
launched on November 30,
2015 by India and France
to implement the Paris
Agreement. India, the
world's third largest oil-
consuming and importing
nation, is now pushing for
greater use of biofuels ex-
tracted from sugarcane,
cereals and agri waste as a
means to cut reliance on

crude oil. "We will utilise
our G20 presidency to try
and set up an internation-
al biofuel alliance like the
International Solar
Alliance," Puri said
KPMG's ENRich 2022 con-
ference here. India is tak-
ing over the presidency of
the group of 20 major
economies, also called G20,
and will host a meeting of
the member nations in
September next year.

With nations from
Brazil to the US producing

biofuels, the alliance
would look to develop an
ecosystem for fuel stan-
dards and engines and col-
laboration on technology
for faster adoption. Puri
said India is already using
petrol mixed with 10 per
cent ethanol extracted
from sugarcane and other
agri products (90 per cent
petrol, 10 per cent
ethanol). "We have
brought forward that tar-
get for mixing 20 per cent
ethanol in petrol to 2024-25
from 2030. And going by
the effort on ground, I can
say with some degree of
certainty that 20 per cent
blending can be achieved
even before 2024-25," he
said. Several major biofuel
producers, including the
US, Brazil, Argentina,
Indonesia and China, are
part of G20.

India to pitch for international
biofuels alliance at G20: Puri

Chennai, Nov 29: 

Two and three-wheeler
major TVS Motor
Company on Tuesday
rolled out its 2023 Special
Edition of its popular mo-
torcycle 160 4V Apache
RTR equipped with a host
of features. The 2023 TVS
Apache RTR 160 4V
Special Edition in pearl
white is priced at Rs 1.30
lakh (ex-showroom Delhi)
and available at its dealer-
ships across the country.
The 2023 TVS Apache
RTR160 4V Special Edition
comprises of new pearl

white colour, dual tone
seat, adjustable clutch and
brake levers, rear radial
tyre among many others.
The motorcycle is powered
by a 159.7 cc, oil-cooled,
fuel injected engine and
mated to a five-speed gear-
box. The special edition
variant comprises a 'light-
weight bullpup muffler' en-
hancing the RTR exhaust,
increase the power to
weight ratio with one kilo-
gram weight reduction.
"...we are delighted to in-
troduce the new 2023 TVS
Apache RTR 160 4V Special
Edition, offering a new re-
freshed colour option with
uniquely colour coordinat-
ed black and red alloys, a
lightweight bullpup ex-
haust and an array of ex-
citing features," TVS
Motor Company, head-
business premium Vimal
Sumbly said.

TVS Motor rolls out 2023 TVS
Apache RTR 160 4V at Rs 1.30 lakh

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

India's G20 Sherpa
Amitabh Kant on Tuesday
said New Delhi will work
with countries to promote
digital public infrastruc-
ture to deepen financial in-
clusion and improve serv-
ice delivery. India will offi-
cially assume the G20 pres-
idency from the current
chair Indonesia on
December 1. Speaking at
the 7th edition of the
Global Technology
Summit organised by
Carnegie India, Kant said
India is taking over the
presidency of the G20 at a
time when the world is
going through a lot of tur-
moil. There is a geopoliti-
cal crisis in Europe, 200
million people have gone
below poverty line and 100

million people have lost
jobs due to COVID era, he
said while speaking on the
topic 'India's Digital Way:
The Road to G20 and
Beyond'. "There is a huge
crisis of global debt.
Almost 70 countries in the
world are facing a debt cri-
sis. We have the challenge
of a global supply chain
which is disrupted. You
have the challenge of cli-
mate action. "But every
crisis is also an opportuni-
ty. And to my mind, this is
a huge opportunity for
India," he said.

India to promote digital infra
to deepen financial inclusion:

Kant on G20 presidency

New Delhi, Nov 29:  

Soon after Tata group
announced the merger of
Vistara and Air India,
Vistara CEO Vinod
Kannan on Tuesday said
it will be business as
usual for all its stakehold-
ers during the integration
process, which will take
some time. Vistara is 51
per cent owned by Tata
group and the remaining
49 per cent shareholding
is with Singapore
Airlines (SIA). In a state-
ment, Kannan said that
Vistara is a fine manifes-
tation of its parent
brands Tata Sons and
Singapore Airlines, and
"we are delighted that we
will continue to be guided
by their legacies as we

merge with Air India".
"The integration process
will take some time, and
during this phase, it will
be business as usual for
all our stakeholders, in-
cluding customers. We
will continue to share rel-
evant information with
all of them, as appropri-
ate," he said. A full-serv-
ice carrier, Vistara was
the country's second-

largest domestic carrier
with a market share of 9.2
per cent in October.
Currently, the airline con-
nects 43 domestic and
overseas destinations and
operates more than 260
flights daily with a fleet of
54 aircraft. It has around
4,700 employees.

"There is enormous po-

tential for an airline
group with the scale and
network of the combined
entity. We look forward to
providing more opportu-
nities for our customers,
employees, and partners
while putting a spotlight
on Indian aviation on the
global stage," Kannan
said.

It will be business as usual during
integration process: Vistara CEO

Singapore Airlines on Tuesday said Vistara will be
merged with Tata group-owned Air India. Tata group
owns a 51 per cent stake in Vistara, and the remaining
49 per cent shareholding is with Singapore Airlines
(SIA). As part of the transaction, SIA will also invest
Rs 2,058.5 crore in Air India. "This would give SIA a
25.1 per cent stake in an enlarged Air India group with
a significant presence in all key market segments. SIA
and Tata aim to complete the merger by March 2024,
subject to regulatory approvals," SIA said in a release.

Vistara to merge with Air India: Singapore Airlines

Mumbai, Nov 29: 

The rupee slipped 3 paise to
close at 81.71 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Tuesday
as rising crude oil prices in the
international market weighed on
forex market sentiment.
However, a firm trend in domes-
tic equities and a weak
American currency overseas
capped the losses in the local
unit, forex traders said. At the
interbank foreign exchange mar-
ket, the local unit opened strong
at 81.58 but later slipped into
the negative territory. During
the session, it touched an intra-
day high of 81.57 and a low of
81.74 against the greenback.
The local unit finally settled at
81.71, registering a decline of 3
paise over its previous close of
81.68. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, slipped 0.33
per cent to 106.33. 

Mumbai, Nov 29: 

The Sensex and Nifty
ended at fresh lifetime
peaks on Tuesday amid a
largely firm trend in other
Asian markets and contin-
uous foreign fund inflows.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
gained 177.04 points or 0.28
per cent to settle at
62,681.84, its fresh record

closing high. During the
day, it jumped 382.6 points
or 0.61 per cent to its life-
time intra-day peak of
62,887.40. The broader NSE
Nifty advanced 55.30
points or 0.30 per cent to
end at 18,618.05, its fresh
record closing high.
"While the winning streak
continued and key bench-
marks scaled new highs,
investors traded with cau-
tion in a slightly volatile
market. There are worries
about growing protests in
China over the imposition
of strict lockdowns, which
markets fear could hurt
the already slowing global
economy. "If the situation
doesn't improve, this could
impact the market.

Sensex, Nifty settle at
fresh lifetime highs

̈ Maintain winning
momentum for 6th day

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

Sebi has put in place a
revised framework for
seeking its prior approval
for changes in control of
stock brokers, depository
participants and other
market intermediaries.
The framework will be ap-
plicable for stock
broker/clearing member,
depository participant, in-
vestment adviser, research
analyst or research entity,
registrar to an issue and
share transfer agent and
KYC (Know Your Client)
Registration Agencies
(KRAs). In a circular on
Monday, the regulator said
the changes have been
made to streamline the
process of providing ap-
proval to the proposed
change in control of the
entities. Under the provi-
sions, which will be effec-
tive from December 1, an
intermediary should
apply online for Sebi's
prior approval and along

with the application, the
entity concerned has to
submit various details, in-
cluding the current and
proposed shareholding
pattern of the applicant.

"The prior approval
granted by Sebi shall be
valid for a period of six
months from the date of
such approval within
which the applicant shall
file application for fresh
registration pursuant to
change in control," it said.
The application should be
accompanied by informa-
tion/declaration/under-
taking about itself, the ac-
quirer/person as well as
the director/partner of
the acquirer/person who
will have the control.

Information about
whether any action has
been initiated under Sebi
regulations against the en-
tity and any pending in-
vestor complaints should
be submitted to the regu-
lator. Among other infor-
mation, the entity has to

provide declaration that
there will not be any
change in the board of di-
rectors till the time prior
approval is granted. "...
pursuant to grant of prior
approval by Sebi, the in-
cumbent shall inform all
the existing
investors/clients about
the proposed change prior
to effecting the same, in
order to enable them to
take informed decision re-
garding their continuance
or otherwise with the new
management," the circu-
lar said.

The 'fit and proper per-
son' criteria should also be
complied with. In case the
entity is a registered stock
broker, clearing member
or a depository partici-
pant, then NOC (No
Objection Certificate)
should be obtained from
all stock exchanges/clear-
ing corporations/deposi-
tories where the entity is a
member/depository par-
ticipant.

New Delhi, Nov 29: 

Aligned with the philos-
ophythat skin needs nutri-
ents just like the body to be
healthy, Amway India, one
of the country’s leading
FMCG direct-selling com-
panies, announced the
repositioning of its premi-
um skincare brand
Artistry to Visibly Healthy
Beauty by foraying into
skin nutrition with
Artistry Skin Nutrition
line in India. In the first
phase of the launch, the
company introducedan
anti-aging range of renew-
ing and firming solution
sets.

Thenew range goes be-
yond skincare to deliver
skin nutrition fusing the
power of science and na-
ture. These products are
enriched withplant-based
botanicals from Nutrilite
farms and are a paraben-
free,vegan skincare line
powered by cutting-edge
skin science and better

manufacturing processes
to ensure they are pure,
safe, and effective.

Talking about the repo-
sitioning of the brand and
the new launch, Ajay
Khanna, CMO, Amway
India said, “The health-
conscious consumers of
today are increasingly
looking for products that
are enhanced with nutri-
ents. Leveraging our ex-
pertise in nutrition with
Nutrilite, a brand backed
by a rich legacy of over 80

years on the plant-based
approach to supplementa-
tion, it was a natural pro-
gression for us to present
this skincare range de-
rived from the best of sci-
ence and best of nature
with the powerful botani-
cals from our Nutrilite
farms revealing visibly
Healthy beauty.

We are delighted to in-
troduce the first phase of
the Artistry Skin
Nutrition line, which in-
cludes an anti-aging range
of seven products, that has
ablend of Nutrilite and
Artistry skin science ex-
pertise.Further, the Anti-
aging market in India is
estimated to grow at a
CAGR of 8.84% in the next
five years , which indi-
cates immense potential
for this segment”. He fur-
ther added, “Pastfew years
witnessed heightened
awareness around holistic
healththat has given rise
to an inherent need for vis-
ibly healthy skin”.

Sebi revises framework for approving
changes in control of market intermediaries

Amway India repositions its
Premium Skincare Brand Artistry

Rupee falls 3 paise
to close at 81.71
against US dollar

Mumbai, Nov 29:  

The Reserve Bank on Tuesday
said it will launch the first
pilot for retail digital rupee
(e?-R) on December 1, 2022, in
which four banks including SBI
and ICICI Bank will initially
participate. On November 1,
the RBI had launched the first
pilot in the digital rupee -
wholesale segment.
Announcing the operationali-
sation of Central Bank Digital
Currency Retail (e?-R) Pilot,
the RBI said the pilot would
cover select locations in
closed user group (CUG) com-
prising participating cus-
tomers and merchants. "The
e?-R would be in the form of a
digital token that represents
legal tender. It would be
issued in the same denomina-
tions that paper currency and
coins are currently issued," it
said. It would be distributed
through banks and users will
be able to transact with e?-R
through a digital wallet
offered by the participating
banks and stored on mobile
phones/devices. 

RBI to launch pilot
of retail digital
rupee on Dec 1



Shubhaavi reveals upcoming twist in
'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' storyline

'B
ade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' actress Shubhaavi
Choksey talks about the upcoming se-
quence and how her on-screen character

Nandini is going to introduce some interesting
twists in the story.

In the previous episode, both Ram (Nakuul
Mehta) and Priya (Disha Parmar) are seen meet-
ing with an accident due to which Ram loses his
memory and no longer remembers that Priya is

his wife. Now, to be always with Ram and take prop-
er care of him, Priya applies for the post of his PA in
his office assuming the name Lovely.

Now, however, Priya/Lovely will be seen resigning
from her position and Nandini trying everything to
keep Ram away from her.

Shubhaavi says: "Since the time Priya entered
Ram's life, Nandini has always felt insecure. Now as
a result of Ram's medical condition, Nandini has fi-

nally got the golden opportunity to control his
life and keep Priya away."

Continuing with the narrative,
Shubhaavi says: "Somewhere Nandini
is also sure that Priya won't give up
that easily so Nandini too doesn't
want to let go of this opportunity
by hook or by crook. She has en-
sured and blocked all the ways for
Priya to reach out to Ram but isn't
aware of Priya's plans."

She concludes by noting: "It will
be interesting to see how Nandini
reacts when she gets to know Ram
helping Pihu with her skit competi-
tion."

'Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2' airs on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Kangana to headline
‘Chandramukhi 2’,
sequel to
Rajanikanth's
‘Chandramukhi’

A
fter 'Thalaivii', actress Kangana Ranaut will be
seen in another Tamil movie. This time, the
actress will be essaying the titular role of

Chandramukhi in 'Chandramukhi 2', directed by P.
Vasu. The film's prequel, which released in 2005,
starred superstar Rajanikanth and Jyothika Saravanan.
'Chandramukhi' was a remake of the Malayalam film
'Manichitrathazhu' and was adapted in Hindi as the
Akshay Kumar-starrer 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa'.
In 'Chandramukhi 2', Kangana will be seen playing
the role of a renowned dancer in the king's court
who's known for her dancing skills and breathtaking
beauty. Renowned Tamil Actor Raghava Lawrence
will be seen opposite Kangana Ranaut. National
award winning costume designer Neeta Lulla will
be working on the film, she has amped up the
curiosity for the film with a sketch of the charac-
ter. When contacted Neeta Lulla mentioned: "To
create a character who is the epitome of grace
in every adaa, her looks, her hair, her stance
and walk exude and portray the spirit of dance.
To me, that is Chandramukhi. The film is going
to be a beautiful yet challenging experience.
I'm very excited to be working again with
Kangana in this project, her sheer strength as
an actor lies in the ability to lose herself to
the character she is playing. Can't wait to
see what amalgamates in 'Chandramukhi
2'". As per source, Kangana will start
shooting the first schedule of the film
in the first week of December. The
actress will be taking a small break
from her second directorial
'Emergency' and the second
schedule of 'Chandramukhi 2'
will commence in January
after 'Emergency' wraps
up. If sources are to be
believed Chandramukhi
2 is produced by one
of the biggest pro-
duction house Lyca
films who's
recent release
was PS 1.

ACROSS

1. Singer ____ Ronstadt

6. Box

10. In the center of

14. Basketball's Shaquille ____

15. Genesis man

16. Sit for an artist

17. Horse's chamber

18. Horseback game

19. French female

20. Most tender

22. Made a witty reply

24. Declaration

26. Assoc.

29. Buddy (Fr.)

30. Mea ____

34. Dessert choice

35. Pull apart

37. In the sky

38. Biblical locale

40. Plant beginnings

42. Certain nobleman

43. Vacation spot

45. Join metal

47. Spanish waterway

48. Sports locale

49. Maui garland

50. Vane dir.

51. Most rapid

56. Coniferous evergreen (2 wds.)

59. Expire

63. Diving bird

64. Coffeepots

66. Sound

67. Has obligations

68. Flat bread

69. Prophets

70. Colorless

71. Midterm, e.g.

72. Obliterate

DOWN

1. Profit and ____

2. Occupied with

3. Advance upon

4. Valleys

5. Sports VIP (hyph.)

6. Beanie

7. Love dearly

8. Capital of Oregon

9. Act the ham

10. Camera opening

11. Shed feathers

12. Emerald ____

13. Ownership paper

21. Least wild

23. Previously

25. Fork prong

26. "Carmen," e.g.

27. Bus patron

28. Silly ones

31. Untruthful ones

32. Eiffel Tower locale

33. Permit

36. Lawn moisture

37. Slumbering

39. Absurdity

41. Sub shop

44. Attentive

46. Malady

52. Burst forth

53. Supernatural

54. Small depressions

55. More faithful

56. Drop heavily

57. Dubuque's state

58. Christmas carol

60. Brainstorm

61. Knights

62. Sprinkler attachment

65. Used a stool
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TV’s gharelu comedy
show Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan has completed

its 900 episodes. The show
narrates the escapades of

Daroga Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi), his

Dabangg Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna

Pathak), an obstinate
mother, Katori
Amma (Himani

Shivpuri), and his
nine notorious chil-

dren, has been success-
fully entertaining the au-

diences with its rib-tick-
ling tracks. To celebrate

their success, the entire team
cut the cake on the sets. Speaking
about 900 episodes completion,
Yogesh Tripathi, aka Daroga
Happu Singh, says, “Making
someone laugh is not easy, and
comedy is said to be the tough-
est genre. I feel lucky to be a
part of the show, which has
consistently managed to tickle
viewers’ funny bones. Happu
Ki Ultan Paltan has given me
an opportunity and gratified
me as an actor, but also, the
character’s popularity has
made me a household name.
Everywhere I go, my fans call

out to me using the phrase‘ Arre
Dada’. I feel proud when fans
across the country refer to me as
Happu instead of Yogesh. During
my recent trip to Varanasi for Dev
Deepawali with Kamna, I decided
to explore the city as Yogesh.

However, I was surprised at how
many people recognised me with-
out my costume and insisted on
taking selfies while telling me how
much they enjoyed our show.
Achieving another milestone by
completing 900 episodes is a testa-

ment to the team's hard work.
Darshakon ne hampar apna jo
pyaar nyochavar kiya unka bhaut
shukriya! Continue watching
your favourite Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, airing every Monday to
Friday at 10:00 pm only on &TV!

‘Happu Ki Ultan Paltan’ 
celebrates 900 episodes completion!

T
V actress Yukti
Kapoor, who is
known for her role

of SHO Karishma Singh
in the popular sitcom
'Maddam Sir', said that it
is important for actors to
maintain their fitness,
which helps their overall
health.

Yukti begins her day by
having a glass of methi
(fenugreek) water. She
then works out, beginning
with planks for 10 minutes
followed by 10-12 minutes
of yoga practice.

She shared: "Fitness
plays a very crucial role in
my life. Acting as a profes-
sion, on the other hand, re-
quires long hours of non-
stop shooting with no
clear idea of when one
would get free in the day.
During days when I am on

set and I am informed that
there is some time for the
shot to be set up, I make it
a point to utilise that time
for a relaxing yoga ses-
sion."

Yukti was part of shows
such as 'Balika Vadhu',
'Siya Ke Ram', 'Laal Ishq',
'Agniphera', among others.

She spoke further:
"There are effective yoga
asanas that not only help
you relax, but also benefit
your body. I also make sure
to meditate for 15-20 min-
utes on set, which helps
me to regain my calm and
inner peace. This is about
being present with myself,
mind and body. During
long shooting days, this
'me time' allows me to
recharge my body and con-
tinue positively the rest of
the day."

Yukti Kapoor of ‘Maddam Sir’ starts
her day with glass of methi water

A
fter setting foot in
films, television,
OTT, and theatre,

actor Indu Prasad is all set
to join &TV's Ek
Mahanayak - Dr B. R.
Ambedkar. The actress will
be seen essaying the role of
Aarti, who works under a
British officer and whose
ideologies do not match
with Bhimrao (Atharva).
Indu’s entry will add new
drama and twists to the
plot. About her character,
Aarti, Indu Prasad shares,
“Aarti is a young girl who
works for a British officer
and has big aspirations.
She is ideologically op-
posed to Bhimrao
(Atharva). Bhimrao firmly
believes that individuals
from his caste should fight
oppression and aspire for a
better future, whereas

Aarti thinks that those
from their caste should
serve the upper caste and
not dream big. Her appear-
ance in the show will add
an exciting twist to the
story” Adding further,
Indu says, “I feel honoured
to be a part of Ek
Mahanayak —Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar. It is one of the
most inspiring shows, with
a compelling storyline and
strong characterization.

Indu Prasad enters 
‘Ek Mahanayak – Dr B.R. Ambedkar’

Sony Entertainment
Television’s period drama

'Punyashlok Ahilyabai has kept
the viewers intrigued with the
inspiring tale of the legendary
queen, Ahilyabai Holkar. The

show has brought forth the
noteworthy journey of a
woman, who devoted her life
to defeating patriarchal norms
and made positive contribu-
tions for the welfare of the
people, particularly women,
with the support of her father-
in-law, Malhar Rao Holkar
(Rajesh Shringarpore). With
her noble work, Ahilya Bai
(Aetasaa Sansgiri) proved to
be an exemplary example of
how a person becomes great
not by gender or birth but by
their deeds. In the on-going
track, audience will witness
another chapter of her life
journey as she stands along-
side, advices and supports,
Khanderao (Gaurav Amlani) in
the battle of Kumher.

‘Playing the role of
Khanderao has been
the biggest reward’

A
rjun Kapoor has begun
shooting for his next movie
in Delhi. The actor had ear-

lier shot three of his films in the
national capital, all of which he de-
scribes as "special films". For the
same reason, the actor feels that

the city is lucky for him. The
yet-to-be-titled film will be re-
portedly directed by
Mudassar Aziz of 'Pati Patni
Aur Woh' fame. Talking
about shooting in Delhi,
Arjun said: "Delhi has al-
ways been special for me
and it has been a hugely
lucky charm for me. I shot
'2 States', 'Ki & Ka',
'Sandeep Aur Pinky
Faraar' in the national
capital and all these films
turned out to be some of
the most special films in
my filmography and gave
me tremendous recogni-
tion that I'm grateful for."
The actor is "excited to be
back in Delhi" and hopes that
Delhi will add its magical touch
and make this film again a stand-
out one for his career in cinema.

Arjun starts shooting for next film
in Delhi, says city lucky for him

Spectator with rainbow flag runs
onto field at World Cup

Lusail, Nov 29 (AP): 

A protester ran onto the field Monday carrying a
rainbow flag and wearing a blue Superman T-shirt
that said "SAVE UKRAINE" on the front and "RE-
SPECT FOR IRANIAN WOMAN" on the back during
a World Cup match between Portugal and Uruguay.
Security officials chased the protester down and the
flag was dropped on the field before the person was es-
corted away. The referee then picked up the flag and
left it on the sideline, where it stayed for a few mo-
ments before a worker came and collected it. The pro-
tester was ushered away through a tunnel. It wasn't
immediately clear if the person faced any charges or
had been detained by police.

Swiss loss sets up enticing rematch
with Serbia at World Cup

Doha, Nov 29 (AP):  

Switzerland's loss made its upcoming World Cup re-
match all the more enticing, and with a lot more on the
line. Ever since the match schedule was made in April,
the Group G game between Switzerland and Serbia has
been one to keep an eye on. Not just because of the tal-
ented players on both teams, but because of the political
tensions they brought on the field when they met at the
last World Cup. Four years ago in Russia, Switzerland
captain Granit Xhaka celebrated his goal against Serbia
by making a double-headed eagle with his hands
thumbs representing the heads of the two eagles, fin-
gers fanned to look like feathers. The figure is consid-
ered to be an Albanian nationalist symbol.

Iran-US World Cup clash rife 
with political tension

Doha, Nov 29 (AP):  

The last World Cup clash between the United States
and Iran 24 years ago is considered one of the most po-
litically charged matches in soccer history. This time,
the political overtones are just as strong and relations
perhaps even more fraught as the U.S. and Iran face off
once again on Tuesday in Qatar. Iran's nationwide
protests, its expanding nuclear program and regional
and international attacks linked back to Tehran have
pushed the match beyond the stadium and into geopoli-
tics. No matter the outcome, tensions are likely only to
worsen in the coming months. When relations soured
between the U.S. and Iran depends on who you ask.
Iranians point to the 1953 CIA-backed coup that cement-
ed Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi's power.

Messi, Argentina play Poland 
for survival at World Cup

Doha, Nov 29 (AP): 

Lionel Messi has al-
ready come to Argentina's
rescue at the World Cup.
He might just have to do it
all over again. Another
emotionally charged
evening awaits Messi and
the soccer-mad south
American nation that wor-
ships him when Argentina
meets Poland on
Wednesday for a match
with so much on the line.
For Messi, who is playing
in likely his last World
Cup.
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WORLD CUP ROUND UP

Lusail (Qatar), Nov 29 (AP):

Cristiano Ronaldo
wheeled away in celebra-
tion, acting as though he
had scored yet another
goal at the World Cup. Not
this time. Instead, it was
Bruno Fernandes eventu-
ally credited with the goal
that set up Portugal's 2-0
win over Uruguay on
Monday, advancing the
team into the last 16.

Fernandes curled in a
cross from the left that
barely went over the head
of the leaping Ronaldo
and bounced into the far
corner of the net in the
54th minute to
give Portugal
a 1-0 lead.

A grinning
Ronaldo threw
his arms in the air, sug-
gesting he got the final
touch, and was embracing
Fernandes as multiple
close-up replays were
being shown on the big
screens in Lusail
Stadium.

The goal wound up
being awarded to
Fernandes, who added a
second from the penalty
spot in stoppage time after
a handball by Jose Maria
Gimenez.

Fernandes was denied a
hat trick with virtually
the last kick of the game,

his shot from outside the
area hitting the post and
bouncing wide.

Portugal, which opened
with a 3-2 win over Ghana,
became the third team to
reach the last 16 after
France and Brazil.

Uruguay has one point
from two matches and
needs to beat Ghana on
Friday to stand a chance
of advancing.

FIELD INVASION

The match was briefly in-
terrupted just before the
goal by a protestor carrying
a rainbow flag and wearing
a blue Superman T-shirt
that said "SAVE UKRAINE"
on the front and "RESPECT
FOR IRANIAN WOMAN"
on the back. Security offi-
cials chased the protestor
down and the flag was
dropped on the field.

Portugal advances to last
16, beats Uruguay 2-0

Portugal's forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo takes a free kick during
the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group H football match between Portugal
and Uruguay at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Doha, Nov 29 (AP):

Brazil overcame the ab-
sence of Neymar to beat
Switzerland 1-0 and ad-
vance to the round of the
16 of the World Cup on
Monday. Casemiro scored
in the 83rd minute with a
shot from inside the area
to put Brazil in the last 16
with a match to spare in
Group G.

Brazil forward Neymar
stayed at the team's hotel
treating a right ankle in-
jury sustained in the
opener in Qatar. Team
doctors have not yet given
a timetable on his return
or said if he will return
at all.

The win gave Brazil six
points from two matches,
leaving Switzerland with
three. Serbia and
Cameroon, which drew 3-
3 earlier Monday, have
point each.

Switzerland, which had
no attempts on target,
needs a win in the last
match against Serbia to
guarantee its spot in the
next stage. A draw may
be enough depending on
the match between Brazil
and Cameroon.

The result extended
Brazil's unbeaten run in
the group stage to 17
matches, with 14 wins
and three draws. It has
lost only one of its last 29
group games, with the
last defeat coming
against Norway in 1998 in
France.

Switzerland had lost

only two of its last 13
group matches at the
World Cup.

It was an even match
early on, with both teams
trying to control the
game but not creating
many significant
chances. Without its in-
jured playmaker, Brazil

struggled to get near
Switzerland's area until
Casemiro scored with a
nice one-timer into the
far corner, using the out-
side of his right foot in a
shot that deflected slight-
ly off defender Manuel
Akanji.

Brazil coach Tite re-
placed Neymar with mid-
fielder Fred, freeing up
Lucas Paquet to play clos-
er to the attack. der Milit
o, who plays as a central
defender at Real Madrid,
came in for Danilo in the
right back position, in-
stead of veteran Dani
Alves.

With Paquet not being
able to create much for
Brazil, Tite began the sec-
ond half with Rodrygo in
the team. Richarlison,
who scored both of
Brazil's goals in the open-
er, was not as effective
and was substituted in
the second half.

Vin cius J nior thought
he had given Brazil the
lead with a shot from in-
side the area after a pass
by Casemiro in the 64th,
but video review deter-
mined there was offside
in the buildup. Few had
noticed it until the VAR
call was announced at
Stadium 974.

Both teams won their
opening matches, with
Brazil defeating Serbia 2-
0 and Switzerland beating
Cameroon 1-0. Brazil and
Switzerland also met in
the group stage in 2018,
drawing 1-1.

Brazil edges Switzerland 1-0

Brazil's midfielder #05
Casemiro celebrates with 

teammate defender #03 Thiago
Silva after their his team's win

in the Qatar 2022 World Cup
Group G football match

between Brazil and Switzerland
at Stadium 974 in Doha.

Christchurch, Nov 29 (PTI):

Frustrated by the fickle
weather, a desperate
Indian team would pray
for a rain-free final ODI
against New Zealand in its
bid to finish on an even
keel in a series that nei-
ther had context nor any
major takeaways.

There is forecast of scat-
tered showers in
Christchurch and nothing
can be more irritating
than playing a series
where the Gen-Next of
Indian cricket hardly got
any game time to show
their prowess.

Out of five white-ball
games that also includes
three-match T20I series,
two matches (one T20I and
one ODI) didn't yield any
result and one game (T20I)
was curtailed significantly
and ended in a tie due to
Duckworth-Lewis method.

With the series in line,
Shikhar Dhawan and his
men would aim to put up
an impactful performance
at the picturesque Hagley
Oval ground, which has

traditionally helped the
seam bowlers and has an
average score in the 230
range in the past few
years. The Indian batting

in first Powerplay (first 10
overs) has been much
talked about and even
though skipper Dhawan
has been a prolific ODI
opener over the years,
even he understands that
to secure his place for the
next World Cup, his ap-
proach needs a sea change.

His young opening part-
ner Shubman Gill, howev-
er, has shown more intent
in shot selection with
scores of 50 and 45 not out
in the two games.

So has Indian cricket's
current blue-eyed boy
Suryakumar Yadav, whose
three sixes in a short 12.5
overs of play at the Seddon
Park, did send the Indian
supporters into raptures.

But the bigger challenge
for Indian batting line-up
will be to put up an above
par score against New
Zealand on a ground
where swing bowlers have
ruled the roost in the past
few ODI games.

And for that, not just the
openers or Surya but the
likes of Rishabh Pant also
needs to step up and be

counted. Rishabh's ODI
record is pretty impressive
but currently, the runs
have dried up since the
tour of England (primari-
ly in 20 over cricket) and
he is one player, who needs
to fire in order to ensure
that Indian middle-order
looks competitive against
a quality Black Caps at-
tack. Rishabh's presence
and lack of bowling op-
tions among the specialist
batters also effectively
mean that Sanju Samson
has to once again sit out,
like the last game where
Deepak Hooda, because of
his all-round skills, was
preferred over the im-
mensely popular cricketer
from Kerala. Similarly, the
Indian bowling attack
would get a conducive
bowling track to ask some
probing questions to the
likes of Tom Latham and
Kane Williamson, who
have proved to be the
thorn in flesh during the
last game.

Desperate India hope for
full game in final ODI

Match Starts: 7 am IST.

Indian cricketer Yuzvendra
Chahal at a training session.

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI):

Star Indian shuttler Lakshya
Sen on Tuesday jumped two
spots to regain his career-best
sixth position in the latest
BWF World Rankings.
The 21-year-old from Almora,
who had a stellar run this sea-
son, has 75,024 points from 23
tournaments.
Kidambi Srikanth and H S
Prannoy remained static at
world number 11 and 12
respectively.
Women's doubles pair of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand broke into the top

20 by jumping two places to
world number 19.
The pair, winner of bronze
medal in Birmingham
Commonwealth Games, has
46,020 points from 17 tourna-
ments.
French Open and
Commonwealth Games cham-
pions Satwiksairaj Rankireddy
and Chirag Shetty remained in
the seventh spot in men's dou-
bles.
Mixed doubles pair of Ishaan
Bhatnagar and Tanisha Crasto
also remained at the 24th
position.
Double Olympic medallist PV
Sindhu, who hasn't played any
tournament since the
Birmingham CWG due to an
ankle injury, also stayed at the
world number six position.

Lakshya Sen regains
career-best sixth spot

̈ Gayatri-Treesa
breaks into top 20
in BWF rankings

Cox's Bazar , Nov 29 (PTI):

The pace-spin combo of
Navdeep Saini and
Saurabh Kumar im-
pressed the most as India
A grabbed the opening-day
honours after a command-
ing performance against
Bangladesh A in the first
unofficial Test here on
Tuesday.

Opting to field after win-
ning the toss, Saini (3/21),
Saurabh (4/23) and
Mukesh Kumar (2/25)
helped India A bundle out
their opponents for a pal-
try 112 in only 45 overs.

In reply, the visitors fin-
ished strongly at 120 for no
loss to go ahead by eight
runs by the time stumps
were drawn. Yashasvi
Jaiswal and India A skip-
per Abhimanyu Easwaran
were looking good at 61
and 53, respectively, when
play ended on the first day.

After Saini and Mukesh
picked up five of the top
six with just 63 runs on the

board, the hosts recovered
somewhat to cross three
figures owing to
Mosaddek Hossain's 63.

Hossain struck six fours
and three sixes after
Bangladesh were reeling

at 26 for five one stage.
However, the problem

with the home team was
that it's batters also strug-
gled against spin, with left-
arm spinner Saurabh run-
ning through the lower-
order to finish with excel-
lent figures.

The 29-year-old
Saurabh's performance as-
sumes significance as he
could be drafted into the
Indian Test team for the
upcoming two-match se-
ries in Bangladesh if star
all-rounder Ravindra
Jadeja is ruled out.

When their time to bat
came, India A were served
well by the duo of young
Jaiswal and Easwaran as
the pair not only added 120
runs but also scored them
at a good rate. While
Jaiswal struck eight fours
in his 106-ball knock,
Easwaran found the fence
six times while facing 111
deliveries at the Sheikh
Kamal International
Cricket Stadium.

All-round India A take opening-day
honours against Bangladesh A

Saurabh Kumar took four wickets
in the eight overs he bowled.

Christchurch, Nov 29 (PTI):

The assortment of T20
leagues, including the cash-
rich IPL has entirely changed
the landscape of cricket with
more and more players
inclined to forego their nation-
al contracts in lure of lucrative
overseas deals, feels New
Zealand pacer Tim Southee.
Three New Zealand players --
Trent Boult, Martin Guptill and
Jimmy Neesham -- have so far
given up their central contract
to play in different leagues
across the globe.
"It has been an interesting last
few months where the land-
scape of cricket has changed,
quicker than most thought,"
Southee said ahead of
Wednesday's third ODI against
India. "I am contracted to New
Zealand Cricket at the moment
and I've been back to the IPL
(Indian Premier League) this
year and we'll see what hap-
pens over the coming years.
But it's definitely changing the
landscape of cricket to what it
was two-three years ago."

More players
might give central
contracts for T20
leagues: Southee

Adelaide, Nov 29 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team will look to ad-
dress its defensive woes
when it takes on world's
number one side
Australia in the third Test
here on Wednesday, hop-
ing to bounce back from
back-to-back defeats in the
five-match series here on
Wednesday.

A series of defensive
lapses saw world number
five India go down in the
first two Tests despite tak-
ing early lead and this will
be area which the team
will need to improve in the
third match.

India conceded a last-
minute goal to lose the
opening Test 4-5. In the
second game, they were
leading through skipper
Harmanpreet Singh's
third-minute goal but
were blown away in the
final quarter to go down 4-

7.
This series is crucial for

both the teams as it's a
part of preparations for
the World Cup in
Bhubaneswar and
Rourkela in Odisha, start-
ing January 13.

"We have gone through
the errors we have made
in the first two matches.
Australia is so quick in
converting from the set
plays even if they find the
slightest of gaps, hence we
must structure our de-
fence better,"
Harmanpreet said.

Both matches were
fiercely fought with India
and Australia going full
throttle in their attack.
They have utilized speed
to their advantage and
have scored a total of 20
goals in just two matches.

The two matches also
saw many penalty corners
being traded between both
teams.

Focus on defence as Indian
men’s hockey team faces 

formidable Australia in 3rd Test

Switzerland's forward #19 Noah Okafor (L) and Switzerland's
midfielder #23 Xherdan Shaqiri take part in a training at the
University of Doha training facilities in Doha on November 29.

USA's players attend a training session at Al Gharafa SC in
Doha, on the eve of the Qatar 2022 World Cup football match
between Iran and USA.

Argentina's forward #10
Lionel Messi (R) and

Argentina's midfielder #07
Rodrigo De Paul attend a
training session at Qatar

University in Doha.
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President Droupadi Murmu with Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatreya, Chief Minister Manohar Lal and artists during the International Gita
Mahotsav, in Kurukshetra, Tuesday. 

INT’L GEETA MAHOTSAV

Lord Ayyappa devotees wait to offer prayers at the Sabarimala temple, in Pathanamthitta district, Monday.

DEVOTION AND FAITH
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Agartala, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Hailing the history and
rich cultural heritage of
Tripura, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Tuesday said northeastern
states are the pillars of
India’s Act East Policy.

Describing his maiden
visit to Tripura after as-
suming the office of the
Vice President as “memo-
rable”, Dhankhar said he
was touched by the
warmth and affection of
the people shown by the
people . “Tripura and other
northeastern states are the
pillars of India’s Act East
Policy,” the Vice President
said.

The policy aims to
strengthen the economic
development of the north-
eastern region in order to
promote economic cooper-

ation, cultural ties, and de-
veloping a strategic rela-
tionship with countries in
the Indo-pacific region.
The 4C’s of Act East Policy
includes Commerce,
Connectivity, Capacity

building and Culture.
During his daylong visit to
Tripura, the Vice President
inaugurated an exhibition
on the “Historical and
Cultural Heritage of
Tripura” and presided over

a seminar on “New
Horizon of Educational
Development in Tripura”
at Maharaja Bir Bikram
College here.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dhankhar compli-
mented the state on its nu-
merous achievements in
the field of education, in-
cluding the steps taken to-
wards implementation of
New Education Policy -
2020. “It is a well thought
out policy aimed at trans-
formation of our education
sector and to make India a
Vishwa Guru again,” he
said. After completing his
Tripura visit, the Vice
President proceeded on his
onward journey to Kolkata
from Agartala Airport,
where he was seen off by
the governor, Chief
Minister Manik Saha and
other dignitaries.

‘NE states pillars of
India’s Act East Policy’

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar being presented a
memento by Tripura CM Manik Saha during a seminar on
‘New Horizon of Educational Development in Tripura’, in
Agartala, Tuesday. 

New Delhi, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Jailed AAP minister
Satyendar Jain has ap-
proached the Delhi High
Court challenging a trial
court order denying him
bail in a money launder-
ing case lodged by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). Jain said he is not in
a position to influence wit-
nesses or tamper with evi-
dence and is not a flight
risk if granted the relief
in the case of ED’s ECIR
(the equivalent of FIR)
registered on September
30, 2017 under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA),
The plea is likely to come
up for hearing later this
week.

Jain has challenged the
trial court’s November 17
order which dismissed his
bail plea on the ground
that he was prima facie in-
volved in concealing the
proceeds of crime.

In his plea, the AAP
leader claimed that since

he was not in possession of
any proceeds, the offence
under the PMLA was not
made out. It claimed that
the special judge and ED
have gravely misread and
misapplied the PMLA by
identifying proceeds of
crime solely on the basis of
accommodations entries
which cannot itself lead to
a punishable offence
under the Act.

Proceeds of crime
under the PMLA has to be
derived as a result of
scheduled criminal activi-
ty, it said. Jain, who was
arrested by the ED on May
30, is currently in judicial
custody. He was granted
regular bail by a trial
court on September 6, 2019
in the case lodged by the
CBI. Besides him, the trial
court had also denied bail
to two co-accused —
Vaibhav Jain and Ankush
Jain — saying that they
“knowingly” assisted Jain
in concealing the proceeds
of crime and were “prima
facie guilty” of money

laundering. The trial
court had said “prima
facie” Jain was “actually
involved in concealing the
proceeds of crime by giv-
ing cash to the Kolkata-
based entry operators and
thereafter, bringing the
cash into three compa-
nies... against the sale of
shares to show that in-
come of these three com-
panies was untainted
one.” “By this process, the
proceeds of crime to the
tune of 1/3rd of Rs 4.61
crore has been laundered.
Apart from that, Jain has
also used the same modus
operandi to convert his
proceeds of crime of Rs 15
lakh by receiving accom-
modation entries from
Kolkata-based entry oper-
ators in his company by
the name of J J Ideal
Estate Pvt Ltd,” it had
noted. It had said that Jain
had knowingly done such
activity to obliterate the
tracing of the source of ill-
gotten money and accord-
ingly the proceeds of

crime were layered
through Kolkata-based
entry operators in a way
that its source was diffi-
cult to decipher. “Hence,
a p p l i c a n t / a c c u s e d
Satyendar Kumar Jain has
prima facie indulged in
the offence of money laun-
dering of more than Rs 1
crore,” the trial court had
said, adding that money
laundering was a “serious
economic offence”.

The ED had arrested the
accused in the money
laundering case based on a
CBI FIR lodged against
Jain in 2017 under the
Prevention of Corruption
Act. Jain is accused of
having laundered money
through four companies
allegedly linked to him.

Recently, the court also
took cognisance of the
prosecution complaint
(charge sheet) filed by the
ED against Jain, his wife
and eight others, includ-
ing the four firms, in con-
nection with the money
laundering case.

Satyendar Jain moves HC challenging trial court order 
Denying bail in money laundering case

Ujjain, Nov 29 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday per-
formed puja with rituals
at the famous Mahakal
temple of Lord Shiva in
Ujjain in Madhya
Pradesh after the Bharat
Jodo Yatra led by him en-
tered the holy city.

Clad in a red dhoti,
Gandhi performed all
the rituals under the
guidance of temple
priests. He was offered a
stole by the priests of the
temple.

After performing the
rituals, Gandhi prostrat-
ed in front of the sanc-
tum sanctorum of the
temple. He also sat for a
while beside the idol of

Nandi (the holy bull con-
sidered the vehicle of
Lord Shiva) on the tem-
ple premises.

This is the second visit
by Gandhi to a jyotirlin-
ga temple dedicated to
Lord Shiva in Madhya
Pradesh after his cross-
country Yatra entered
the Central state on
November 23. Gandhi,
his sister Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra and her
family members on
Friday performed ‘Ma
Narmada’ aarti at the fa-
mous Omkareshwar
temple in Khandwa dis-
trict.

Gandhi later prayed at
the famous Shiva temple,
one of the 12 ‘jyotirlings’
in the country.

Rahul offers prayers
at Mahakal temple 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2299  ((PPTTII)):: The
Delhi High Court has set aside
an order of the Central
Information Commissioner
(CIC) directing the Centre to
disclose the details relating to
the passport held by an RTI
applicant’s estranged husband.
Justice Yashwant Varma said
the CIC order could neither be
countenanced nor upheld. The
court delivered its verdict on a
petition by the Ministry of
External Affairs challenging the
CIC order of May 2020. “This
court is of the considered opin-
ion that the order of the Chief
Information Commissioner,
directing the petitioner to make
the requisite disclosures can
neither be countenanced nor
upheld,” said the court in a
recent order. “The impugned
order of 15 May 2020 shall con-
sequently stand quashed and

set aside,” it added. The court,
while passing its order, relied on
an earlier high court decision
which emphasised on the pres-
ence of a “public interest ele-
ment” for the disclosure of per-
sonal information under the RTI
Act. The RTI applicant had filed
an application seeking details
relating to the passport held by
her estranged husband, mar-
riage certificate, address proof,
ID proof and other related docu-
ments. The Central Public
Information Officer (CPIO) said
since the disclosure as sought
would constitute “third party
information”, it is not liable to
be provided in terms of section
8(1)(j) (which deals with certain
exemptions) of the RTI Act. The
order was upheld on first appeal
before the appellate authority.
However, the CIC rejected the
view taken by the CPIO and the
first appellate authority and
directed the MEA to provide
information as sought by the
wife in her RTI application.

HC sets aside CIC
order for disclosure
of passport details 
 Of estranged

husband

Puri, Nov 29 (PTI): 

A 23-year-old YouTuber
from Bangladesh was ar-
rested here for allegedly
taking photos of Jagannath
temple’s sanctum sancto-
rum on phone, in violation
of the ban imposed on
gadget use at the shrine,
and posting those on social
media, a police officer said
on Tuesday.

A local court later grant-
ed him bail as the offence
was non-cognizable in na-
ture, the officer said. The
pictures, uploaded by
Akash Chowdhury on
Facebook, went viral short-
ly after it was posted a week
ago, sparking concerns
over security at the 12th
century shrine. A case was
registered against
Chowdhury, a resident of
Bangladesh’s Sylhet re-
gion, at Singhdwar police
station here by the temple
administration, the officer

said. Chowdhury, who had
left for Vrindavan, re-
turned to Puri on Monday
on being summoned by the
police. He was arrested
under various sections of
Shri Jagannath Temple
Act, 1954, and the IT Act, for
violating rules and clicking
pictures of the sanctum
sanctorum (Garba Gruha),
and then posting them on
Facebook. His phone and
passport were also confis-
cated. The 23-year-old man
secured his bail from a
local court later in the day.
“Chowdhury, a YouTuber
and member of a religious
outfit, hails from
Radhakunj Sarada Bhawan
of East Zinda Bazaar in
Sylhet district of
Bangladesh. He had al-
legedly secretly taken some
photographs on his mobile
phone inside Shree
Jagannath Temple and sub-
sequently shared those on
Facebook,” the officer said.

B’deshi YouTuber
held for taking pics
inside Puri temple

Baramulla (J&K), Nov
29 (PTI): A group of
women living in this north
Kashmir town abutting
the India-Pakistan LoC
are scripting a success
story by growing mush-
rooms in their homes and
using the sale profit to
fund their education and
other needs.

The agriculture office of
the district, located along
the banks of the Jhelum
river, launched a “vertical
farming” programme
along with women self
help groups (SHGs) about
two years back and the ini-
tiative is now bearing
fruit.

“We have 88 mushroom
farming clusters in this
district as part of which 22
women have been engaged
till now. The aim is to fi-

nancially empower the
women within their
household, where they
spend their maximum
time,” Yadvinder Singh,

the chief agriculture offi-
cer of the district, told
PTI.

The district administra-
tion provides an initial

support fund of Rs 15,000
to each women entrepre-
neur along with 100 bags
of mushroom seeds
known as spawn, he said.

The success story of
these clusters are encour-
aging more women to
come forward and officials
feel this is helping break
the proverbial glass ceil-
ing in the rural Kashmiri
community where women
are not much seen step-
ping outside the house-
hold to earn a living.

Baramulla shares about
105 km of the India-
Pakistan Line of Control
(LoC) that is just about 35-
40 km from the main town.
It is located about 54 km
north-west from the sum-
mer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir, Srinagar.

Mushroom cultivation empowering women

Kashmiri women harvest mushrooms at an in-house mushroom farming unit run by
them, in Jammu and Kashmir’s Baramulla. 

 In north
Kashmir town

Amritsar, Nov 29 (PTI):
A women squad of the
Border Security Force has
foiled a cross-border drug-
smuggling attempt in
Punjab’s Amritsar district
by shooting down a drone,
which was entering India
from Pakistan with 3.1 kg
of narcotics, officials said
on Tuesday.

The troops noticed that
the drone was entering the
Indian territory near
Chaharpur village,
around 40 km north of
Amritsar city, on Monday
night, according to offi-
cials.

Two female constables
of the 73 battalion fired 25
rounds at the drone and
brought it down at 11.05
pm. During a search oper-

ation, the BSF recovered a
partially-damaged hexa-
copter, an unmanned aeri-
al vehicle (UAV) with six
rotors.

The drone, weighing 18
kg, was carrying 3.11 kg of
narcotics, which was
wrapped in a white poly-
thene that was attached
underneath it, the BSF
said.

“Alert troops of BSF
once again were able to
capture a drone and foil a
smuggling attempt. The
drone was shot down by
women personnel,” a
spokesperson for the force
said. Another drone was
spotted near the Vadai
Cheema border outpost at
10.57 pm on Monday, an of-
ficial said.

Pak drone shot down by
BSF women constables 


