
Duped 
NNaaggppuurr::  An employee of a
financial firm was duped of
Rs 2 lakh by an unidenti-
fied person on the pretext
of redeeming credit card
points, a Nagpur police
official said on Sunday. The
accused called Mohnish
Gajbhiye (36), a legal advi-
sor with a financial firm, on
November 13 and said his
credit card points would
lapse if he doesn’t claim
them, and sent a link on his
mobile phone to do the
needful, the Sadar police
station official said.

Restrictions
GGuuwwaahhaattii::  Assam on
Sunday lifted travel
restrictions to Meghalaya,
six days after being
imposed in the aftermath
of violence in a disputed
area along the inter-state
border, police said. 

Launch 
JJaaiippuurr:: BJP chief J P
Nadda will on December 1
launch the party’s ‘Jan
Aakrosh Yatra’ in
Congress-ruled Rajasthan
to corner the state govern-
ment on issues related to
farmers and governance.
Nadda will flag off 51 ‘Jan
Aakrosh Raths’ at Jaipur
that will travel to different
assembly constituencies
across the state, BJP state
president Satish Poonia
told reporters at a press
conference here.

Re-elected 
PPaattnnaa:: Janata Dal (United)
Bihar unit chief Umesh
Singh Kushwaha was on
Sunday re-elected to the
key party post in pres-
ence of top leaders,
including Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. Kumar, the
de facto leader of the
party, expressed delight
over Kushwaha being
“unanimously” (sarv sum-
mati se) chosen for a sec-
ond consecutive term.

Injured
JJoorrhhaatt:: A suspected dacoit
was shot at by police in
Assam’s Jorhat district
when he allegedly tried to
escape from custody, an
officer said on Sunday. He
is currently undergoing
treatment at the Jorhat
Medical College and
Hospital (JMCH) and is 
in stable condition, the
officer added.

Mishap
RRuuppnnaaggaa::  Three children
were crushed to death by
a passenger train near Sri
Kiratpur Sahib here on
Sunday, police said on
Sunday. The incident took
place when four children
of migrant labourers were
playing near the railway
track close to the bridge
over Sutlej river, they said.

SELFIE FEVER

Artists click a selfie during the annual Khalanga Mela, organised by Balbhadra Khalanga Development
Committee, in Dehradun, Sunday.
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BRIEF

Gender rights activists along
with members of Coalition
for Sex workers, Sexual &

Sexuality Minorities’ Rights,
which comprises many

LGBTQ and allied 
groups and individuals, take
part in the annual ‘Namma

Pride March’, in 
Bengaluru, Sunday.

Netrang (Guj), Nov 27 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
accused the Congress of
having no respect for the
tribal community in the
country, and said it even
opposed the candidature of
Droupadi Murmu in the
presidential election held
earlier this year.

Addressing a public
rally at Netrang, a tribal
area of Bharuch district
in poll-bound Gujarat,
Modi also said that the en-
tire world was amazed at
how India has come out of
such a big pandemic of
COVID-19 in such a short
span. “Congress has no re-
spect for tribals in the
country...We decided to
make our tribal daughter
(Droupadi Murmu) the
president of the country.
We went to the Congress
with folded hands to ac-
cept her (support her can-
didature), but they op-
posed. We put all our
might and made the tribal
daughter win the elec-
tion,” Modi said. “Be it
Birsa Munda or Govind
Guru, the Congress did
not give respect to tribal

leaders of the country,” he
further alleged. The PM
said the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic in a
big country like India was
terrifying.

“The whole world faced
such a terrifying pandem-
ic. If someone gets sick at
our home, we take four to
five years to come out of it
(financial effect). We faced
the pandemic in such a big
country. But the way we
came out of it, the entire
world is amazed. They are

not able to understand
how it happened,” Modi
said. “Factories got closed;
people had to go back to
their villages. In such cir-
cumstances, our first con-
cern was there should be
enough food for poor peo-
ple; a child of a poor
should not go to sleep
without food. So we have
been providing free ration
to 80 crore people for the
last three years,” he said.

“Secondly, to fight the
pandemic, vaccination

was crucial. Even now,
many countries are strug-
gling to vaccinate their en-
tire population. We have
given more than 200 crore
doses of anti-coronavirus
vaccine. After two doses,
we provided a booster dose
also free,” Modi said.

The prime minister said
that the Digital India cam-
paign has brought about a
revolution in the country.

If the Congress was in
power, your mobile bill
could have been around Rs
4,000 to 5,000 per month,
which is minimal now.
“We made data afford-
able,” he said. Speaking on
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), he said
that in the past, specifica-
tion of houses built under
government schemes were
set by the people sitting in
Gandhinagar or Delhi.

“But we changed the
rules. How can a person
sitting in Delhi know what
is the requirement of a
tribal person who is in
poultry farming? We said
that you should trust our
people as nobody will
build an inferior quality
home for themselves,” the
prime minister said.

Surajpur, Nov 27: 

An elephant died al-
legedly of electrocution on
Sunday in a forest in
Surajpur district, some 175
kilometres from here, an
official said.

The carcass of the male
elephant, aged around 25
years, was found with its
tusks intact near Pakni
village this morning, said
Sanjay Yadav, division for-
est officer of Surajpur di-
vision.

“Prima facie, it appears
the elephant died of elec-
trocution due to presence

of electric fences along a
nullah (major drain).
However, the exact reason
will be known once we get
the post mortem report.
Two persons who alleged-
ly laid the electric wires
are being questioned,”
Yadav said.

Chhattisgarh has re-
ported more than 50 ele-
phant deaths in the last
four years. Most of the fa-
talities were reported from
Surguja, Korba,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Raigarh, Jashpur and
Korea districts.

Nagpur, Nov 27 (PTI):

At least 13 persons were
injured, four of them seri-
ously, as they fell on a rail-
way track after some part
of a foot over-bridge
(FOB) collapsed at a rail-
way station in
Chandrapur district of
Maharashtra on Sunday,
officials said.

The incident occurred
at Balharshah junction
railway station, located
approximately 150 km
from here, around 5 pm,
they said. “A large num-
ber of passengers were
using the FOB to board a
Pune-bound train when a
part of it suddenly caved
in. As a result, some peo-

ple fell 20 feet down on the
railway track,” an official
of the Government
Railway Police (GRP)
said. Thirteen persons
were injured in the inci-
dent and they were taken
to the Ballarpur Rural
Hopspital and some of
them were later shifted to
Chandrapur Government
Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH), the dis-
trict information office
said. “Around 4 passen-
gers sustained serious in-
juries and they are being
treated at the GMCH. The
district administration
and police personnel are
assisting the injured,”
Chandrapur district col-
lector Vinay Gowda said.

Chandrapur Guardian
Minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar directed
the hospital authorities to
provide all necessary
medical aid to the injured
persons and ordered an
investigation into the in-
cident, the administration
said.

The Central Railway
(CR) said in a press re-
lease that a part of the
pre-cast slab of the FOB
connecting platform num-
ber 1 and 2 collapsed, but
the other part of the
bridge is intact.

The Balharpur railway
station located is around
12 km away from
Chandrapur district head-
quarters.

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The Indian Council of
Medical Research has is-
sued guidelines warning
against the use of antibi-
otics for conditions such
as low-grade fever and
viral bronchitis while ad-
vising doctors to follow a
timeline while prescrib-
ing them.

The ICMR guidelines
stated that antibiotics
should be prescribed for a
duration of five days for
skin and soft tissue infec-
tions, five days in case of
c o m m u n i t y - a c q u i re d
pneumonia and eight days
for hospital-acquired
pneumonia.

“A clinical diagnosis

most often helps us pre-
dict causative pathogens
fitting into a clinical syn-
drome which would tailor
the correct antibiotic
rather than blindly rely-
ing on fever, procalcitonin
levels, WBC counts, cul-
tures or radiology to make
a diagnosis of infection,”
the guidelines said.

It stated limiting empir-
ic antibiotic therapy to se-
riously ill patients.

Generally, empiric an-
tibiotic therapy is only
recommended for a select
group of patients suffer-
ing from severe sepsis and
septic shock, community-
acquired pneumonia, ven-
tilator-associated pneumo-
nia and necrotizing fasci-

itis. Hence, it is important
to start smart and then
focus, i.e., evaluate if em-
piric therapy can be justi-
fied or de-escalated and
then make a plan with re-
gard to the duration of
therapy, the guidelines
said.

An ICMR survey con-
ducted between January 1
and December 31, 2021 had
suggested that a big chunk
of patients in India may
no longer benefit from the
use of carbapenem, a pow-
erful antibiotic adminis-
tered mainly in ICU set-
tings for the treatment of
pneumonia and sep-
ticemia, etc., as they have
developed anti-microbial
resistance to it.

The analysis of the data
pointed towards a sus-
tained increase in drug-re-
sistant pathogens, result-
ing in difficulty to treat
certain infections with the
available medicines.

Resistance to
Imipenem, which is used
to treat infections caused
by E coli bacteria, in-
creased from 14 per cent
in 2016 to 36 per cent in
2021.

The trend of decreasing
susceptibility of bacteria
to specific antibiotics was
also observed with
Klebsiella pneumoniae as
it registered a drop from
65 per cent in 2016 to 45 per
cent in 2020 and was at 43
per cent in 2021.

Indore, Nov 27 (PTI):

Amid the power tussle
between Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
and his former deputy
Sachin Pilot, senior
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday said if
needed, the party will not
shy away from taking
“tough decisions” to
strengthen the organisa-
tion in that state.

For the Congress, its or-
ganisation in Rajasthan
is most important,
Ramesh, the party’s gen-
eral secretary in-charge
of communications, told
reporters in Indore dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

Gehlot on Thursday
told a TV channel that
Pilot is a ‘gaddar’ (traitor)

and cannot replace him,
drawing a sharp response
from his former deputy
who said such “mud-
slinging” would not help,
in an escalation of their
rift days ahead of the
entry of Rahul Gandhi’s
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ into
the desert state.

Gehlot also said Pilot
had revolted against the
Congress in 2020 and al-
leged that he tried to top-
ple the state government.

Pilot had hit back at
Gehlot to say it was unbe-
coming of his stature to
use the kind of language
to attack him and make
completely “false and
baseless” allegations.

Asked about the tussle
between Gehlot and Pilot,
Ramesh on Sunday said,
“The organisation is most

important for us. On the
issue of Rajasthan, we
will decide on a solution
which will strengthen our
organisation.”

“For this, if we have to
take tough decisions, we
will take. If a compromise
has to be made (between
the factions of Gehlot and
Pilot), then it will be
done,” he said.

Ramesh also said the
Congress leadership is
considering a proper so-
lution to the Rajasthan
issue.

“But, I cannot fix any
time frame for this solu-
tion. Only the Congress
leadership will decide the
time frame for it,” he
said.

Ramesh further said
the Congress needs both
Gehlot and Pilot.

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The Railways has seen
an almost 24 per cent dip in
the number of senior citi-
zens travelling by trains in
2021-22 as compared to
2019-2020, according to an
RTI query. Officials said
this dip can be attributed
to the second wave of
COVID-19, when fewer peo-
ple were travelling by
trains. This was also the
time the Railways with-
drew concessions for sen-
ior citizens, they said. In
2018-2019, 7.1 crore senior
citizens travelled by trains,
while in 2019-20, the num-
ber rose to 7.2 crore. In the

pandemic-hit 2020-21, only
around 1.9 crore citizens
aged above 60 years trav-
elled by train. However, in
2021-22, about 5.5 crore
used the Railways. Due to
the decrease in number of
passengers, the Railways
has experienced a dip in
revenue from this category,
with the earnings showing
a downward slide of 13 per
cent. The total revenue
from senior citizen trav-
ellers during 2018-2019 was
Rs 2,920 crore, Rs 3,010
crore in 2019-2020, Rs 875
crore in 2020-21 and Rs
2,598 crore in 2021-22, ac-
cording to the RTI re-
sponse.

Nashik, Nov 27 (PTI): A
few days after the director
of a private facility for
children in Maharashtra’s
Nashik district was arrest-
ed for allegedly raping a
14-year-old girl, police offi-
cials on Sunday said five
more girls have spoken
about being sexually ex-
ploited.

The first incident, based
on which the 28-year-old
director was arrested, took
place in the children’s
shelter in Mhasrul on
October 13 but it came to
light on November 23 after
the girl filed a complaint,

the police official said. The
accused had forcibly taken
the 14-year-old victim to a
makeshift tin room in the
parking area of the build-
ing, showed her an ob-
scene video clip on his mo-
bile phone and then raped
her, he said. He was arrest-
ed after a case of rape and
other offences was filed
under Indian Penal Code,
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act.

JJaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2277  ((PPTTII)):: Nestled
in the Aravali Ranges, the
sleepy Hajipur Dadikar village
in Rajasthan’s Alwar district is
now buzzing with activity as
historians and tourists flock to
take a look at the pre-historic
rock paintings in its hills
depicting scenes of dance,
hunting and animal figures.
Discovered in 2001, the paint-
ings are spread over an area of
10-12 sq km. District Tourism
Officer Tina Yadav said rock
paintings in the hills of Hajipur
Dadikar have been included in
the list of tourist places in the
district. “Dadikar has emerged
as a new tourist point in
recent years. Tourists from
more than 50 countries have
visited this place,” Tejpal
Gurjar, a local tourist guide
said. He said the rock paint-

ings depict swastika, lion, ele-
phant, sword, peacock, fish,
sun, shepherd grazing goats,
fighting animals, animal skins
and other wild animals.
Tractor-trolleys are used to
take the tourists to the last
motorable point and from
there the trekking starts. “The
site is now getting popular.
Several tourists who come to
Alwar, which is famous for the
Sariska tiger reserve and
other sites like Silisedh, reach
Dadikar for trekking and for
the rock paintings,” he told
PTI. According to the guide,
tourists from Australia,
America, Mexico, England,
France, Thailand, Poland,
Ireland, Norway, Germany,
Denmark, Bangladesh, Turkey,
Indonesia, Italy, Canada,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Japan etc. 

Mufti gets 
notice to vacate

govt quarters
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Authorities in
Anantnag district of Jammu
and Kashmir Sunday asked
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti and seven former legis-
lators to vacate government
residential quarters within 24
hours failing which action
would be taken, officials said.

Mufti was served an evic-
tion notice for her ‘Fairview’
residence at the high security
Gupkar area of the city here
last month as well.

Sunday’s eviction notice, by
the executive magistrate First
class on the orders of the
Anantnag deputy commission-
er was issued to Mufti and
others for the government
quarters located in Housing
Colony at Khanabal in the
south Kashmir district, the
officials said.

‘Cong does not respect tribals’

PM Narendra Modi ad-
dresses a public meeting
ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Kheda district, Sunday.

Remains silent on

big terror attacks
Remembering the 26/11
Mumbai terror strike, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday said it is important to
save Gujarat and the country
from Congress and like-mind-
ed parties which keep mum on
“big terrorist attacks” to not
offend their vote bank.
Addressing a rally in Kheda
district in Gujarat where
Assembly elections are sched-
uled for December 1 and 5, the
prime minister said Congress
and many like-minded parties
view terrorism as a shortcut to
achieving success.

Tusker found dead, 
electrocution suspected

About the incident
The carcass of the male elephant, aged around 25 years, was
found with its tusks intact near Pakni village on Sunday morn-
ing.”Prima facie, it appears the elephant died of electrocution
due to presence of electric fences along a nullah (major drain).
However, the exact reason will be known once we get the post
mortem report. Two persons who allegedly laid the electric
wires are being questioned.

HEINOUS CRIME

Children’s facility 
staffer held for rape

More girls come forward alleging sexual exploitation

FoB COLLAPSE

13 injured after falling on railway track 
Rlys sees dip in senior

citizen travellers 
Pandemic key reason

Gehlot-Pilot tiff: Cong hints at tough decisions

Pre-historic rock art in Aravali hills
puts Raj village on tourist map

ICMR GUIDELINES

‘Avoid antibiotics for low-grade fever’
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Shrimati Singh

BBhhiillaaii::  Street 31, Sector 10 res-
ident Shrimati Singh left for
heavenly abode at the age of
78 years. Last rites of the mor-
tal remains were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. She
was the mother of BSP em-
ployee Rohit Singh and grand-
mother of Amar and
Abhishek. Kshatriya Kalyan
Sabha Bhilainagar mourned
her death.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: Plate Mill
is a major unit of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant which
has made the country self-
sufficient with its prod-
ucts, for example, BSP
plates have been used in
the construction of indige-
nous warships like INS
Vikrant.

Plate Mill is known for
its innovation in the field
of products as well as the
creativity of its human re-
sources. In this sequence,
taking a new initiative to
understand the produc-
tion process of the plant
closely and to introduce
them to the complex
process of steel making

and to strengthen the team
spirit, it was decided to
take the wives of the offi-
cers working in the plate
mill on a visit of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

On November 26, 2022,
in the first phase, the
wives of some officers
working in the Plate Mill
visited the Bhilai Steel
Plant, where they saw how
the iron is being melted in
the Blast furnace, they saw
how iron is converted  into
steel in SMS-3.

Along with this, these
women were overwhelmed
to see the rolling of the
world's longest 260-meter
rail at the Universal Rail
Mill. After this, this team
of women visited the Plate

Mill and closely observed
the process of plate
rolling.

Along with this, these
women also observed the
work place of their hus-

band and felt their hard
work. All the women in
this team praised the con-
tribution of Bhilai Steel
Plant to nation building.

At the same time, they

felt proud of the contribu-
tion and dedication of
their husbands towards
the plant. These women
members highly appreci-
ated the efforts of CGM

(Plate Mill) RK Bisare and
his team.

It is noteworthy that
Anjani Kumar, Executive
Director (Works) of BSP,
met with this women's

team at Plate Mill and ex-
tended his best wishes. He
also underlined the contri-
bution of women power,
he said that the house-
wives also have a big con-
tribution in taking the
plant forward.

"You all inspire your
husbands to contribute
better which benefits the
plant and your inspiration
creates new records in the
plant," he stated. He also
praised this effort of team
Plate Mill. CGM (Plate
Mill) RK Bisare said that
this visit of wives will give
a new direction to the
teamwork. The visit was
coordinated by Anjali
Pillay, Senior Manager
(Personnel).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: National
Constitution Day was cel-
ebrated at DAV Hudco, on
November 26, 2022 to
commemorate the adop-
tion of the Indian
Constitution and to pay
respect to the father and
the architect of the
Indian Constitution, Dr
BR Ambedkar. To reiter-
ate the values enshrined
in the Constitution, the
students and the fraterni-
ty joined in the reading of
the Preamble of the
Constitution followed by
the pledge.

A special assembly was
conducted by the Social
Studies Teachers which
was chaired by Principal

Prashant Kumar. The
students of Senior wing
explained in detail the
meaning of the
Constitution, the
Preamble, the Five year
Plan and the Directive
Principles by means of
speech and poem. They
also took everyone on a
journey of the framing of
the Indian constitution
from its history to its
present -day form; and its
vital role in bringing
Indians together titled "A
Journey of our constitu-
tion".

The HOD (Social
Science) K Sindhu en-
couraged the students to
abide by the
Constitution. She moti-
vated the students to reaf-

firm their commitment
to uphold the ideology
laid down in the Indian
Constitution.

She emphasised on the
need of being aware of
rights as well as duties
prescribed in the Indian
Constitution. She ex-
claimed that the day
marked the dawn of a
new era and gave every-
one the Constitution
which is the framework
for political principles,
procedure and power of
the government.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Principal Prashant
Kumar said that the
Preamble of the
Constitution of India de-
clares the country as a
Sovereign, Socialist,

Secular and democratic
republic and aim to se-
cure justice, liberty and
equality for all citizen.
He also urged the stu-
dents to understand the
meaning of all the words
used in our preamble and
try to imbibe the values
and importance of all
these words in their lives.

He further added that
as Fundamental rights
are Our shield in the
same manner
Fundamental Duties re-
mind us of our responsi-
bilities. The day ended
with students writing ac-
tivity where they had to
pen down their thoughts
on the constitutional val-
ues and the principles ot
the Indian Constitution.
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Bhilai, Nov 27: A meeting
of the Rauniyar Viashya
Samaj was held on
Saturday. The meeting de-
cided to celebrate the New
Year on January 08. Also,
election of the executive
committee will be con-
ducted on the same day.

The President Raj
Kishore Gupta informed
that it has been unani-
mously decided at the
meeting that this time on
January 8, 2023, the New
Year get together will be
organized in Sector 1
Garden. The election
process for the formation
of the new body will also

be completed on the same
day. Those present at the
meeting were, NK Gupta,
Gujeshwar Prasad, RK
Prasad, AK Gupta, Vivek
Gupta, Ramesh Gupta,
Dinesh Prasad Gupta,
Virendra Kumar Sah, RK
Gupta, Umesh Prasad
Gupta, Vinod Prasad,
Jagashivprasad etc.

Rahul rides a bike; Devendra runs with him in Mhow 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: Former
National President of
Congress Rahul Gandhi is
travelling across the coun-
try to unite the entire na-
tion. He reached Madhya
Pradesh's Mhow on
Saturday evening. After
night halt, the Bharat Jodo
Yatra commenced at 05:00
hrs on Sunday morning.
Meanwhile, a young man
came to meet Rahul

Gandhi with a bike.
Rahul rode his bike for

some distance. During
Rahul's bike ride, hun-
dreds of people ran with
him. Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav was also
seen running with him.

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav has been
entrusted with the signifi-
cant responsibility of
Programme Coordination
in the entire stretch of
Bharat Jodo Yatra in

Madhya Pradesh.
Former National

President of Congress,
Rahul Gandhi is travelling
across the country to
unite the nation from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
In his Bharat Jodo Yatra,
Rahul Gandhi is march-
ing across the country.
Bharat Jodo Yatra entered
Madhya Pradesh on
November 23.

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav has been

entrusted with the respon-
sibility of program coor-
dination of the yatra in
the entire Madhya
Pradesh. Devendra has al-
ready participated in
Bharat Jodo Yatra twice
for 3 days when Rahul
Gandhi was travelling in
South India.

MLA Devendra Yadav,
considered very close to
Rahul Gandhi, has been
entrusted with a big re-
sponsibility by Rahul

Gandhi and the team of
Bharat Jodo Yatra. While
discussing this topic,
MLA Yadav said that till
December 5, the yatra will
pass through various dis-
tricts of Madhya Pradesh.

He has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
preparing the action plan
for Rahul Gandhi's pro-
grams and coordination of
meeting places.

Devendra added it is a
significant task for him.
Today the country ap-
pears to be divided on dif-
ferent grounds. The coun-
try's unity and sovereign-
ty, democracy has come
under threat under BJP's
rule.

Our country India is a
symbol of unity, brother-
hood, and secularism. To
extinguish the fire of ha-
tred and break the wall be-
tween Hindu and Muslim
and to increase brother-
hood, Rahul Gandhi is
conducting Bharat Jodo
Yatra, said Devendra.

SHC Amleshwar gets Quality
Certification under NQAS programme

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: The Health
and Wellness Center of
Amleshwar has become the
first National Quality
Assurance Certified
(NQAC) Sub Health Center
(SHC) in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The Union
Health Ministry issued a
communication in this re-
gard. With this, the health
and wellness center of
Amleshwar will get the as-
sistance of the Center for 3
years, which will further
strengthen the basic health
facilities.

Giving more information
in this regard, BMO
(Patan) Dr Ashish Sharma
said that the team of the
center inspected all the
health and wellness centers
and examined the facilities.
They assessed the quality
of services being provided
at the Health Wellness
Center. Dr Sharma in-
formed that at Amleshwar,
the team spoke to the pa-
tients and inquired about
the health facilities. Along

with this, they took infor-
mation about the OPD of
the hospital and oversaw
the condition of necessary
equipment. They also inter-
acted extensively with the
residents of Amleshwar. Dr
Sharma said that the score
of the hospital in terms of
quality was 94 percent. He
explained the three factors
which enabled Amleshwar
to achieve this honour.

(1) Patients get tele-con-
sultation from doctors of
hospitals like Nimhans: Dr
Sharma said that telemedi-
cine facility is available in
the hospital. Through this
facility, diseases are not

only treated at the local
level, but patients are also
medically examined by
connecting to big hospitals
through teleconferencing.

For example, in the case
of mental illness, experts
from NIMHANS,
Bengaluru, a well-known
institute of the country,
gave consultation through
online means. In other ail-
ments too, there is constant
contact with the health cen-
ters. (2) OPD visits around
40 daily, institutional deliv-
ery facility is also available:
The OPD footfall is around
35 to 40 daily. Due to good
treatment, people visit this

hospital in large numbers
which helps in identifying
diseases like heart disease,
cancer etc at the initial
stage itself. Along with this,
the facility of institutional
delivery is also available
here. Since the month of
April, 21 deliveries have
been conducted here.

(3) Good contribution of
the community as well:
The Ministry of Health
also keeps a big criterion
for the usefulness of the
Health and Wellness
Center, and how the local
community plays a role in
running this centre. The
good aspect about
Amleshwar is that the
Gram Panchayat took a lot
of interest in running the
hospital.

The hospital was in the
land adjacent to the Murum
mine. The boundary wall
around it was erected by
the Panchayat at its own ex-
pense. An amount of about
Rs 5 lakh was spent in this.
Panchayat has made a great
contribution for the devel-
opment of the hospital.

MP Vijay Baghel’s efforts

CCM College gets batch admission
permission on 200 MBBS seats

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: Due to the
efforts of Durg Lok Sabha
MP Vijay Baghel,
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical College
became the institute with
the highest number of
MBBS seats in the state.

In the last academic ses-
sion, the date of admission
of the students in the med-
ical college was round the
corner but the recognition
for seat allotment from the
Medical Council of India
was not given by the cen-
tral government.

On 5 November 2022, the
students approached MP
Vijay Baghel at his resi-
dence and elaborated in
this regard. In this con-
text, the MP immediately
discussed with the con-
cerned officials on the
phone and took all the in-
formation.

The officials informed
him that due to minor defi-
ciencies and lack of facul-

ty, the recogni-
tion for this
session is
under consid-
eration. MP
Vijay Baghel
immediately
spoke to
Union Health
M i n i s t e r
M a n s u k h
M a n d av i y a
and wrote a
letter to him
immediately.
During dis-
cussion on the
telephone, he requested
the Union Health Minister
for the allotment of seats
immediately for this ses-
sion 2022-23 so that the stu-
dents of the state and
other promising students
can get benefits.

Member of Parliament
Vijay Baghel told the stu-
dents that the PM is work-
ing with the vision of
overcoming the shortage
of doctors in the country
and making good doctors

available to
the people of
the country.
Baghel was in
constant con-
tact with the
concerned of-
ficials on tele-
phone. His ef-
forts bore
fruitful re-
sults, when
the state of
Chhattisgarh
got the gift of
batch admis-
sion permis-

sion of 150 MBBS seats on
the basis of the existing
infrastructure.

Counselling for admis-
sion started on November
21, 2022, but the quota of
seat allotment in the
Economic Weaker Section
(EWS) quota was not is-
sued by the Central
Government. The stu-
dents informed MP Vijay
Baghel through telephone
about the issue.

MP Vijay Baghel again

discussed this issue with
the Union Health Minister
over the telephone in the
midst of a busy schedule
and again requested that
the state must get this
quota. With the meaning-
ful efforts on the part of
MP Vijay Baghel, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya gifted another
50 seats to the state of
Chhattisgarh on
November 24.

MP Vijay Baghel re-
sponded immediately in
the interest of the stu-
dents due to which
Chandulal Chandrakar
Medical College has be-
come the medical college
of Chhattisgarh with a
highest capacity of 200
seats. MP Vijay Baghel ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and con-
cerned officials. He
wished the selected stu-
dents a bright future
ahead.
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Centre to provide assistance for three years

Vijay Baghel

Bhilai MLA coordinates Bharat Jodo Yatra in Madhya Pradesh 

Rauniyar Vaishya Samaj’s
New Year meeting on Jan 8

DAV Hudco celebrates National Constitution Day

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2277::  The NSS unit of
St Thomas College Bhilai or-
ganized one day workshop and
cultural program in association
with IQAC and NCC on occasion
of National Constitution Day on
November 26, 2022. The chief
guest of this program was
Aashish Dahariya, Secretary
and Civil Judge District  Legal
Services Authority, Durg.

First of all NSS Program offi-
cer of the college Mahendra
Ikhar welcomed all the guests
and discussed the importance
and historical background of
Constitution. Incharge of NCC
Girls wing Lt Dr Surekha

Jawade congratulated every-
one on occasion of Constitution
Day and said that we should
pay tribute to those persons
who have designed for us a
great and attractive and
Constitution.   Principal of the
college Dr MG Roymon dis-
cussed the process of develop-

ment and making of
Constitution Day and said that
it is our first and foremost duty
to follow all the rules and regu-
lations of Constitution Day.
Chief Gust Aashish Dahariya
appreciated the efforts of or-
ganizers and explained the fun-
damental duties and rights to

youth and motivated them to
read and understand the con-
stitution.  During the program
the NSS unit presented a skit
regarding awareness towards
fundamental duties and rights
of Indian Citizens. 

The NCC unit presented a
poem and Chhattisgarhi Folk
Dance in today's function.
Santosh Yadav NCC Caretaker,
Amitabh Sharma, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Journalism, NCC cadets and
NSS volunteers were present.
The program was conducted by
NSS volunteer Anushka
Sisodiya and Vote of Thanks
was proposed by NSS volunteer
Dhananjay Yadav.

St Thomas College celebrates
National Constitution Day

Wives of plate mill officers visit BSP to understand steel making process



BOAT RIDE

With winter setting in denizens of city enjoying boat ride in Kharun on Sunday afternoon.

E-Summit 2022 by NIT Raipur’s
Entrepreneurship Cell 

Raipur, Nov 27: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur will host the E-
Summit’22 from 2nd to 3rd
December 2022 at Pandit
Dindayal Upadhyay
Auditorium, Raipur. The
Entrepreneurship Cell (E-
Cell) of NIT Raipur organ-
izes the E-Summit annual-
ly with the objective of
bringing together opportu-
nities to build and provide
a platform for young entre-
preneurs to showcase
their idea to Venture capi-
talists and set them on the
road to the business world.
E-Summit’22 will be fea-
turing various entrepre-
neurial events like
‘Ignition’, a Business
Model competition that
will connect entrepre-
neurs’ ideas with in-
vestors by creating a di-
rect channel between
them. ‘Utkrishth’, an event
where benevolent entre-
preneurs from rural and
tribal areas who have

worked for the betterment
of society will be invited to
present their innovative
ideas will be organized.
Mr. Dhawal Phadke
Sattviko, Co-founder of
‘Sattviko’, and Dr. Preethi
Ramadoss, Founder of
‘Manithee’ are the guest
speakers for this event.

‘Entropy’, is an event
that aims to facilitate
young entrepreneurs by
directly getting advice
from the best people who
have had a first-hand expe-
rience with the obstacles

of Entrepreneurship.
Guest Speakers for this
event will be Mr. Pranjal
Kamra, CEO at Finology,
Mr. Manish Pandey, Bade
Bhaiya at JOSH TALKS
and Content Creation
Educator, and Ms. Kunika
Singh Rathore, Founder of
theunknowns.ai.

A Startup camp,
‘Startup Expo’ where over
100 high-scale and low-
scale startups from in and
around Chhattisgarh are
invited and provided with
an opportunity to publi-

cize their products/servic-
es to various high-re-
source Investors. Ms.
Honey Kithani, Co-
Founder of
10000StartupsIndia is one
of the main investors for
the event. To wrap up the
whole summit, a light-
hearted speaker session
with Mr. Aashish Solanki,
Winner of Comicstan
Season 3 named ‘E-
Gathering’ is also being or-
ganized.

‘Innovation Manthan’,
‘Business Case Study’, ‘B-
Quiz’, ‘Wall Street’,
‘Cricnometrica’, and
‘Arohan’ are some other
events being organized in
E-Summit’ 22. E-summit,
being the biggest entrepre-
neurial fest in Central
India is one of the biggest
gatherings of entrepre-
neurs providing every
means to harness the hid-
den entrepreneur within
students of various insti-
tutes.

‘Hilers Theatre Club’ formed in capital city

Raipur, Nov 27: First time
in the capital city of
Chhattisgarh the city
youth Deepak Soni, owner
of ‘Hilers World’ along
with Sourabh Shrivastav
and Anupama Shrivastav
cofounders of ‘Tortoise
Motion Pictures’, a
Mumbai based film pro-
duction house with experi-
ence of theatrically re-
leased feature film ‘Play
This’ and a dozen of web
shows under their banner
have formed a one of its
kind film club titled ‘Hilers
Theatre Club’ (HTC) in
which they will be screen-
ing independent films
made by the youth of the
state. Deepak Soni from

Hilers World, has the inten-
tion to provide a grand
platform to the budding
film-makers, where they
can screen their films in
it’s full glory. Hilers
Theatre Club is well
equipped with 4k Projector
and 7.1 Dolby surround
sound, which helps the
filmmakers to show their

film in its best form.
The screenings in this

Club will be free for all the
budding artists. Sourabh
Shrivastav from Tortoise
Motion Pictures believes in
forming an eco system for in-
dependent film-makers
through this club,where
filmmakers cannot only
showcase their films but also

have a one-on-one interac-
tion with their audience. The
idea is to provide a home like
yet professional environ-
ment for aspiring filmmak-
ers of the state, he added.

Along with the screenings,
there will be regular work-
shops conducted by industry
professionals, which will
definitely help the youth to
understand the art and
commence of movie busi-
ness, Soni said.

The first screening from
the club was held on Nov
26, in which film ‘Play
This’ by Sourabh
Shrivastav was screened.
The film was shot exten-
sively in Sri Lanka and
was released by PVR cine-
mas across India.

Hilers Theatre Club is
intending to conduct regu-
lar screening and work-
shops and their intention
is to initiate a artistic
movement for all the
Cinephiles.

Truck carrying cylinders
runs over bike rider

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 27: A youth
on motorcycle was killed
after being hit by a truck
in the capital Raipur on
Sunday afternoon.
Another youth who was
injured in accident was
rushed to hospital for
treatment. The accident
which took place at
around 12 pm caused traf-
fic jam on the road near
Bhatagaon over bridge.

According to eyewit-
nesses accident took place
on Bhathagaon over
bridge right in front of bus
stand. A Hyva loaded with
sand, parked on the mid-
dle of the road due to some
breakdown had already

caused traffic jam. Two
youth on a Hero Splender
motor cycle were moving
towards the city. Seeing
Hyva on the middle of the
road the bike was sudden-
ly turned on a side but in
the meantime a truck car-
rying cylinders hit the mo-
torcycle. One of the youth
fell on the road while an-
other fell at some distance.
The truck fled after run-
ning over youth who fell
on the road.

Police and traffic jawans
who came to the site im-
mediately informed the
control room and the
truck was intercepted
near Amanaka. Deceased
Chandrahas Deshlahre is
said to be resident of
Vishvas Residency Mana
Temri. His injured friend
is currenly under treat-
ment.

Ch’garh 4th state to get NQAS certification 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 27:
Chhattisgarh has become
the fourth state in the
country to get NQAS
(National Quality
Assurance Standard) cer-
tification at sub health
center level. Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has is-
sued NQAS certificate
after inspection and eval-

uation of Amleshwar in
Durg district and Nisda
Health and Wellness
Center sub health center
in Raipur district.

In the evaluation of
services by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare,
Amleshwar Health and
Wellness Center sub-
health center has got 94
percent marks and Nisda
has got 93 percent marks.
Both the health centers
were assessed by the cen-
tral team in July this
year.

National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certification of Health
and Wellness Center Sub
Health Centers is done
on the basis of 12 stan-
dards. For this, the or-
ganization evaluates the
quality of parameters
such as service delivery,
patient satisfaction, clini-
cal services, inputs, infec-

tion control, support
services, quality manage-
ment, outputs. Only
those hospitals which
pass the evaluation are
issued quality certifi-
cates by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

So far 57 government
hospitals of the state
have been awarded the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate. These in-
clude ten district hospi-
tals, seven community
health centres, 26 pri-
mary health centres, 12
urban primary health
centers and two sub
health centres. The objec-
tive of the National
Quality Assurance
Standard Certification is
to strengthen the facili-
ties of the hospitals and
provide quality health
care to the general 
public.

Couple killed as car 
collides with pick-up

Raipur, Nov 27: A man
and his wife were killed
when a car in which they
were travelling was hit by
a pick-up vehicle on Mana-
Nimora Road of Raipur on
Saturday. The man killed
in this accident was a sol-
dier of Chhattisgarh
Police. While returning
home with his wife, both of

them met with an accident
on the way.

The car was blown apart
by the collision. The body
of the policeman’s wife got
trapped in the car and she
died on the spot. Some
passers-by took out the
body of the woman with
great difficulty. The jawan
succumbed to injuries dur-

ing treatment in hospital.
The name of the jawan

who was killed in the acci-
dent was Vijay Rajput.
Vijay was posted at
Keregaon police station in
Dhamtari. His wife’s name
was Aarti Rajput. Vijay
had become a father only a
year ago. The wife had
given birth to twin sons.
The shadow of the parents
has disappeared from
these children.

It was told that the
jawan and his wife had left
with their two children
and the driver. But while
returning, they met with
an accident. The driver of
the vehicle also sustained
injury. A child of the jawan
has also been injured in
the accident while the
other is safe.

Cycle Rally by Air NCC Cadets
Raipur, Nov 27: In view
of 74th NCC Day a cycle
rally was organised by 3
CG Air Sqn NCC in
which a total of 60 cadets
and staff of the unit par-
ticipated. NCC was estab-
lished in the year 1948
and every year the fourth
Sunday of November is
celebrated as NCC DAY.
Wing Commander Rajat
Gupta, Commanding
Officer 3 CG Air NCC
lead the rally along with
Associate NCC officer,
Squadron Leader Vijay
Kumar Choubey. The
rally was flagged off
from Science College and
the total distance covered
in the rally was 10 km
ending back at Science
college. All cadets dis-
played high levels of
“Josh” and enthusiasm
with placards on their cy-
cles and shouting slogans
of Clean India Green

India and Bharat Mata Ki
Jai throughout the route.
A lot of passersby also
joined the cadets in
shouting the slogans
which speaks about the

effectiveness of the
event. The rally included
20 cadets of Science col-
lege and 40 of Durga col-
lege. Associate NCC
Officer, Flight Lieutenant

Siddiqui, Junior Warrant
Officer SN Paul and all
other staff of 3 CG Air
NCC assisted in success-
ful conduct of the cycle
rally.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 27: Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Child Heart Centre,
Nava Raipur, celebrated
its 10th Anniversary on
20th November 2022.
What stood uniquely out
was it was a Celebration
of Life in which all seg-
ments of society came
forward to joyously cele-
brate. The Gift of a
Child’s Life is priceless
to its parents but what
was witnessed at the

Sanjeevani 10th
Anniversary was a com-
ing together of the
Indian Army, NCC,
Schools, Nursing
Colleges, CRPF,
Chhattisgarh Police,
College Students, NGO’s
and many others to cele-
brate the Gift of Life pro-
vided through the totally
free of cost child heart

surgeries and interven-
tions on the assembled
2000 children. It showed
what the Power of Love
did through the selfless
Service rendered by Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital (SSSSH).
Bringing Dignity to Life
was beautifully exhibit-
ed and exemplified in
the Mass Lighting of
Lamps by the Children
and Parents and all seg-
ments of society for the
well being of the chil-
dren of the world. It was
a Mass Societal
Celebration for the
Future of the Country
something not witnessed
anywhere in the world.

The occasion had the
distinction of two
records. The first was
the recognition of Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital (SSSSH) in
Nava Raipur as the first

Centre in Chhattisgarh
and only the seventh in
India for ‘Performing
Heart Transplants &
Tissues from Cadaveric
Hearts for Homograft
Bank under the
Transplantation of
Human Organ Act, 1994.

The second was the
Guinness World Record
for the ‘Most Oil Lamps
lit Simultaneously’ by
Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Child Heart
Hospital, Nava Raipur,
Chattisgarh. This was
achieved predominantly
by the Children along
with their parents oper-
ated in the Hospital for
Heart Disease. Their
prayer and lighting of
the lamp was for the
health of the children of
the World, a unique
transformation of heart
through child heart sur-
gery indeed.

CM Baghel attacks central agencies

Raipur, Nov 27: Action of
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and Income Tax (IT)
in Chhattisgarh has
sparked political heat.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has directly at-
tacked the central agen-
cies, accusing them of ha-
rassing people in the
name of investigation.

Posting six tweets one
after another Baghel said
that ED and IT officers
were beating officials and
businessmen for record-
ing their statements.
Central agencies are the
strength of the citizens of
the country but if the citi-
zens start fearing these

forces, then surely this
negative power weakens
the country, he said.

‘Agencies like ED and
Income Tax should take
legal action against the
corrupt, we welcome it.
But the way illegal acts
are coming to the fore dur-
ing questioning of people
by ED and Income Tax of-
ficials, they are not accept-
able at all’, he tweeted.

Serious complaints
such as forcibly picking
people up from their
homes by summoning
them and forcing them to
make confessions by beat-
ing them under pressure,
threatening them to rot in
jail for life, keeping them
without food and water till
late night are being re-
ceived, Baghel said and
added that without in-
forming the local police,
the central agencies were
carrying out raids with
deployment of CRPF.
Complaints have been re-
ceived from the authori-
ties that some people have
received fracture in legs
and some have lost their
hearing after being beaten
with rods, he said.

According to the Chief
Minister the people of the

state are very angry due to
such incidents. There
seems to be a game of cre-
ating false cases for the
purpose of fulfilling politi-
cal conspiracy, he said.
The officials have been di-
rected to inform the
Government of India
about all such incidents
and action should be
sought to stop such illegal
acts, he said, adding that
videography should be
done of whoever is inter-
rogated.

‘We will cooperate fully
in the legal investigation.
If such complaints are re-
ceived by us further, then
the state police will be
legally compelled to take
action. We are committed
to the safety of our citi-
zens. Be sure…’, Baghel
tweeted.
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For ‘Most oil Lamps lit
simultaneously’ by
SSSS Child Care
Hospital in Raipur

More than 2000 
children assembled in
the Hospital on 10th
Anniv

To provide platform to
budding film-makers

First screening of film
‘Play This’ screened on
Saturday

Another person too got
injured, driver arrested

At sub health center
level

Amleshwar and Nisda
Health and Wellness
Centers  get NQAS cer-
tification

57 govt hospitals of the
state so far receive the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate

Accuse them of 
harassing people in the
name of investigation

Sourabh Shrivastav Deepak Soni

SSSH sets Guinness World
Record on its 10th anniv NCC DAY

NCC cadets observed NCC Day by planting saplings in the divider here on Sunday.

Skill development workshop held at CU 
BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  2277::  Department of
Pharmacy, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya organized a skill
development on November 24.
The topic of this skill develop-
ment workshop was an interac-
tion of students with the regis-
tered pharmacist and pharmacy
professionals regarding an
opportunity in the pharmacy pro-
fession.

The program was conducted
under the leadership of Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Prof. V. D Rangari and
Dr. Sanmati Jain. The coordina-
tors of this workshop were Dr.
Sunil Kumar Jain, Dr. Sanjay
Lanjhiyana, and Dr. Sanjay Kumar
Bharti. Speakers of this program
are Dr. Rohit Raja, Nodal Officer,
Skill Development Cell Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya; Shri.
Raju Kurre Ji, Cheif Pharmacist,
SECR Railway, Bilaspur
Chhattisgarh; Shri Ravindra
Gendle Ji, ADC, Bilaspur,
Chhattisgarh; Shri Shubhash

Agrawal Ji, President, Chemist &
Druggist Association, C.G.; and
Dr. S.N. Umathe Ji, Ex-Professor,
RTM Nagpur University. Total 65
participants registered for the
workshop.

In the welcome address by Dr.
Bharti Ahirwar, she warm-heart-
edly welcomed all the respected
dignitaries with words of grati-
tude. The presence of the honor-
able guests made the event more
happening. Dr. Rohit Raja, Nodal
Officer Skill Development Cell
acknowledged everyone regard-
ing the importance of the skill
and skill Development Cell of
GGU. He also told that among the
top 10 universities of India in
terms of tie-up with big MNCs
Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
is ranked 1. Continuous efforts
are being made by the authorized
person toward skill development
and entrepreneurship opportuni-
ties for the students of GGU.

In his interactive session by

Arun Parihar, he explained the
necessity of upgradation in
knowledge over the period. The
requirement of upgradation in
knowing for development and
staying in the league of competi-
tion era is the demand of this
hour. He also shared the story of
his journey with the students
which motivated them a lot.

The Assistant Drug Controller,
Ravindra Gendle introduced the
students to various opportunities
and fields of development in the
pharma sector. He also explained
the importance of the flora and
forest belt of Chhattisgarh which
serves as the best place for phy-
toconstituents’ extraction and
their application for the better-
ment of the human world is only
known to pharmacists. And this is
the area where there are bundles
of opportunities for young bud-
ding scientists. He also told about
the scope of product manager,
manufacturing site importance,

and package handling, the
extraction procedure is among
those complex areas where only a
pharmacist and his skills can
operate with knowledge. He also
said that nowadays, pharmacies
and pharmaceutical products are
a part of our daily life. About 32-
35% of our daily diet consists of
various nutraceuticals. He con-
gratulated the students and gave
his best wishes for their bright
future. Subhash Agrawal,
President, Chemist & druggist
Association, C.G, expressed grat-
itude for inviting and sharing his
experiences and options for
future and career development
for students after Pharmacy. He
said that the secret of a success-
ful and productive career is the
excitement and enthusiasm
toward learning. He introduced
various opportunities in pharma
industries and sectors, in hospital
pharmacy, clinical research, and
many more.

Organisations hold demonstration outside railway station 

Jagdalpur, Nov 27:. On
Saturday, from 1 to 4 pm,
demonstration was start-
ed again outside the rail-
way station by Sarv
Samaj and almost all the
organizations of Bastar
division regarding the
extension of Rawghat
railway line to Bastar.
Accusing the railway ad-
ministration of continu-
ously neglecting the in-
terests of Bastar, the
speakers of Sarva Samaj
and Sangathan informed
that in the coming days a
step will be taken to-
wards a big movement
for the Bastar rail line.

During the demonstra-
tion in the railway prem-

ises, heads of all societies
and organizations of
Bastar said in one voice
that if the railway ad-
ministration does not
wake up and the Rawghat
rail line is not extended
up to Bastar, then the
railways will have to bear

the brunt of it. That’s
why the railway adminis-
tration should start the
work taking immediate
cognizance of the legiti-
mate demands of Bastar.
So that rail facilities can
be increased in Bastar
and the people of this

place can get the facility
of transport.

Protestors associated
with the Bastar Rail
Movement said that since
independence there has
been a demand for in-
crease in rail facilities in
Bastar, but the railway
department is constantly
showing stubbornness,
and ignoring the funda-
mental needs of the peo-
ple of Bastar. The condi-
tion of ignoring the rail-
way is that despite being
one of the dream projects
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the con-
struction of the Rawghat
rail line has not been
started yet. He said that
the Railways is earning
millions from Bastar re-
gion, and it is natural for
the residents of Bastar to

resent the railway ad-
ministration for not get-
ting its benefits. For the
first time so much of
public support was seen
after the announcement
of agitation for rail facili-
ties.

The railway premises
were completely packed.
The best thing is that
from school students to
90 years senior citizens
were also present in this
movement. Everyone
openly expressed their
views on the indifference
of Bastar being treated
by the Railways and said
that the demands of the
residents of Bastar
should be met, otherwise
the movement will take a
violent form and its en-
tire responsibility will be
that of the Railways.

MLA lays stone for roads worth Rs 6 cr

Bemetara, Nov 27: Chief
Guest Ashish Chhabra
MLA Bemetara laid the
stone for an approach road
from Sondh to Karamal, of
3 kms length, worth Rs 6.06
cr and it was organized at
Gram Panchayat Sodh
under Bemetara Vidhan
Sabha constituency.

On this occasion, MLA
Ashish Chhabra said that
it was a years-old demand
that the access road from
Sondh to Karamal should
be constructed. Villagers
used to face lots of prob-
lems. The pending de-
mand for road construc-
tion was placed before CM
Bhupesh Baghel and PWD
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu. As a result of which

administrative approval of
Rs 6.06 cr was granted by
the government for road
construction and its stone
laying ceremony held
today.

On completion of this
road the common people
will not have to face prob-
lems in the traffic in the
rainy season. They will get
rid of their problems dur-
ing rains and get all kinds
of facilities. Not only it
will ease in reaching to
their destination, but it
will also help other vil-
lages nearby. Due to the
construction of the road, a
new wave of development
will rise in the area, em-
ployment opportunities
will increase, people’s
business will also increase
and the rural economy
will increase. With this
construction of road, it

will strengthen the expan-
sion of basic facilities,
where the common people
will be comfortable in traf-
fic. Basic facilities like ed-
ucation and health will
also be developed rapidly.

On this occasion
Hiradevlal Verma,
President, District
Panchayat Berla, Nawaz
Khan, Vice President,
District Panchayat Berla,
Rameshwar Dewangan
President BCC Berla,
Ashwani Rupendra Patil
Sarpanch, Mamta Sanju
Verma Sarpanch Hatpan,
Ishwar Sinha President
Service Cooperative
Society, Praveen Sharma,
Ballu Singh Rajput, Rajesh
Chandel, Sahdev Sahu
Sarpanch Representative,
Dilharan Sahu Sarpanch
and other villagers and
public reps were present

Parents observe lockout for the second time  

Bemetara, Nov 27:
Angered by the appoint-
ment of Hindi medium
teachers in Basic English
Medium School, the par-
ents have observed lockout
for the second time within
20 days. Here the parents
protested fiercely for hours
under the leadership of
farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari. There is a lot of re-
sentment among the par-
ents due to the careless at-
titude of the administra-
tion. For the last 6 months,
the parents are wandering
about the arrangement of
the teacher in the school.
Worried about the future
of the children, the par-

ents are forcibly locking
the school.

It is notable that the par-
ents studying in the Basic
School observed lockout
for the first time on 4th
November due to the short-
age of teachers. During
this, Durgesh Patel,
Devendra Sahu, Vedram
Sahu, Gopal Sahu,
Ravikant Shukla, Shanti
Verma, Ram Deshmukh,
Dadu Verma, Hitendra
Sahu, Anita Dewangan,
Ratna Patel,
Champeshwari, Raju
Manikpuri, Neha Sahu,
Daniram Sahu, Rakesh
Sahu, Uttam More than
100 parents including
Lehre, Santosh Rajput
were present.
Angry parents lockout

for second time
Parents told that for the

first time after the lockout,
five teachers were
arranged by the education
department in primary
and 1 teacher in middle
school, but out of 5 teach-
ers appointed in primary
school, 4 teachers were

sent by Block Education
Officer Arun Khare to
English Medium School.
On getting information
about this, the angry par-
ents locked the school
again in the morning of
25th November.

English teacher 
deliberately removed
Farmer leader Yogesh

Tiwari and parents in-
formed that Sudarshan
Sahu, a teacher who
knows English, was delib-
erately removed from the
school despite opposition
from parents and such
teachers have been ap-
pointed who do not know
how to read English. In
such a situation, teachers
have been appointed only
for food supply. In this re-
gard, the parents lodged a
complaint with Block
Education Officer (BEO)
Arun Khare. On which the
BEO talked about making
arrangements in the
school according to the
availability of teachers.
Angered by the officer’s
reply, the parents have de-

manded the arrangement
of English medium teach-
ers by locking the school
here on Friday.

Parents end protest 
on DEO’s assurance
On getting information

about lockout for second
time in the school, the offi-
cials immediately reached
the school and started ex-
plaining to the parents,
but the parents were
adamant on their demand
and were not opening the
lock of the school. After
about 2 hours of demon-
stration, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari spoke to
District Education Officer
Arvind Mishra on mobile,
where the District
Education Officer assured
to reach the district office
after 11 am and solve the
problem. On which the
parents ended their
demonstration. According
to BEO Arun Khare, on
the orders of the DEO,
arrangements have been
made for one head reader
and 2 teachers in the basic
school.

Disneyland fair gets good response

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Disneyland Fair was inau-
gurated  by Chief Guest
Dr. Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsundar Das Ji
Maharaj at Ravanbhatha
Maidan, near Interstate
Bus Stand, Bhatgaon.
Firoz Akhtar was also
present on this occasion.
The fair is getting very
good response.Visitors

have started purchasing
essential items as per their
requirement, children and
adults are enjoying the
swings. There are many
types of domestic and for-
eign swings, in which
more than one attraction
were added from time to
time. Among the many at-
tractions of the fair, there
is a ranger swing, in which

kids and adults are getting
a chance to enjoy. The di-
rector of the Disneyland
fair informed that there
are more than 150 stalls in
this fair where people can
make purchases of their
choice. Various types of
commercial stalls have
been set up here from
many states of India,
mainly: Handloom,

Sarees, Bedsheets, Wooden
Handicraft, Handicraft
Items of Bamboo, Fancy
Jewellery, toys for chil-
dren, Sofa Cover, Sofa
Cum Bed Household items
like bags, slippers are on
display here. There is a
wide variety of ladies gar-
ments. For the entertain-
ment of children and
adults, more than one
swing has been brought, in
which there is Tora-Tora
swing, which is manufac-
tured by the latest
Japanese technology and
runs on hydraulic system.
Apart from this, there is
also a children’s aero
plane, mini train, car
swing and Mickey Mouse
including break dance
swing, Columbus swing,
giant wheel, Silambo
swing and dragon swing.
Keeping in mind the taste
lovers along with shop-
ping and entertainment,
food stalls have been set
up in this fair, in which
they can enjoy delicious
dishes.

IIT Bhilai celebrated
‘Samvidhan Diwas’

Raipur, Nov 27: The
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bhilai
celebrated the
“ S a m v i d h a n D i w a s ”
(Constitution Day) on
November 26, 2022, to com-
memorate the adoption of
the Constitution of India.
IIT Bhilai honours and ac-
knowledges the contribu-
tion of the Founding

Fathers of the
Constitution. On this occa-
sion, the reading of the
Preamble to the
Constitution was done in
Hindi, Bengali, Odia,
Telugu and English in the
spirit of unity in diversity,
which is a hallmark of
India. DrSouradyuti Paul,
Associate Professor,
Department of Electrical

Engineering and
Computer Science, deliv-
ered a speech on the
Constitution of India to
mark its significance.
Students, faculty, and staff
members of the institute
participated wholeheart-
edly in the event. An on-
line quiz on “India – the
Mother of Democracy
/was also conducted.

‘Youth should work for the upliftment
of society: Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Nov 27: The
Department of Political
Science organized
Constitution Day celebra-
tions at 10.00 a.m. on
November 26, 2022 in Rajat
Jayanti Auditorium in
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) The theme of
this program was ‘India:
The Mother of
Democracy’. The program
started with the welcome
of the guests with
saplings. The welcome ad-
dress was by  Dr. Santwana
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, Political
Science Department. Prof.
Anupama Saxena,
Coordinator of the pro-
gram and Head of the
Department of Political
Science, presented the out-
line of the event.

Barun Sakhaji
Srivastava, Associate

Executive Editor IBC 24,
invited as the Chief Guest
of the program, said that
the book of the
Constitution Code is a
book which took inspira-
tion from Indian culture

and has helped retain our
democratic and cultural
roots. Along with social
participation and contri-
bution, he also talked
about cultural coordina-
tion. In the final part of his

address, he said that there
are many bedrocks to our
lives, but they all are one
in essence. He described
the concept of “people” in-
herent in the aim of the
Constitution and ex-
plained the difference be-
tween the people and the
citizens.

Presiding over the pro-
gram, Honorable Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that the youth should work
for the upliftment of the
society. He stressed that we
need to concentrate more
on fundamental than on
fundamental rights. The
countrymen will have to
come together to develop
the nation. We must dis-
charge our duties and obli-
gations with dedication.
We have to keep a spirit of
cooperation and coordina-
tion for every section of

the society. Expressing
concern about the equality
and safety of women,
Professor Chakrawal em-
phasized on having a sense
of fairness and equality.

The guests presented
certificates to the winners
of the speech competi-
tions. The Registrar of the
University, Prof. Manish
Srivastava and the Dean
Student Welfare, Prof.
M.N. Tripathi presiding
also expressed their views.
The guests were honored
with shawls, shreephal,
and mementoes. The vote
of thanks was given by
Prof. Ram Krishna
Pradhan of Political
Science Department and
Dr. Santwana Pandey,
Assistant Professor of the
department conducted the
event. A large number of
students were also present
on the occasion.
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For extension of
Rawghat rail line

To be constructed from
Sodh to Karamal 

Protesting Hindi medium
teacher trying to teach
in English 

Parents demonstrate
under the leadership of
farmer leader Tiwari

Demands arrangements
for a head reader and 2
teachers



Central Chronicle News

Bemetara, Nov 27: On
the occasion of
Constitution Day, the pre-
amble of the Constitution
was read in the form of a
festival in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
Hindi Medium School,
Bemetara.

First of all, Dr.Bhimrao
Ambedkar, chairman of
the drafting committee,
was remembered by gar-
landing his picture, the
preamble (objective) of
the constitution was read
out to all the girl students

and school staff by the stu-
dent representative of the
institution.

On this occasion, the
principal of the institu-
tion Kavita Bachpayi said
in her address that we
should discharge our re-
sponsibilities according to
the constitution, as well as
be conscious of our rights
as well as our duties. Sunil
Jha, lecturer of the insti-

tution conducted the pro-
gram. Senior lecturer on
this occasion BS Singh,
Dinesh Gautam, Yogendra
Verma, Gokul Banjare, GS
Rajput, Hirendra Sahu,
Rekha Soni, Sapna Tiwari,
Richa Mishra, Jyoti
Parmar, Aradhana
Joseph, Vidyavati Kolhe,
Neha, Richa, including all
staff and students were
present.

SPORTS MEET

Bemetara: Annual Sports Day was organized on Nov 26 at Academic World School Bemetara. School Director
Bhavna Bohra and CEO Vineet Rajouria, COO Anshul Sharma, Principal Jasveer Chowdhary along with teachers
and students of the school were present on the occasion.

Two sisters sexually exploited by father, uncle 
Central Chronicle News

Durg, Nov 27: Two sis-
ters were allegedly sexu-
ally exploited by their fa-
ther and uncle in
Chhattisgarh's Durg dis-
trict, police said on
Sunday. The police on
Saturday arrested the two
accused from Bhilai city,
Chhavani chief superin-
tendent of police Prabhat
Kumar said.

The matter came to
light when the sisters,
who are in their 20s, were
recently rescued from
Raipur under Operation
Muskan based on a miss-
ing persons complaint
lodged by their father
when the duo ran away
from their house six years
ago, he said.

According to the vic-

tims, the abuse began in
August 2017, when the
elder sibling, who was 16
years old at the time, was
molested by her uncle at
his house in the absence
of her aunt, the official
said.

The victim used to fre-
quent her aunt's place as
her mother was unable to
care for her because of a
mental ailment, he said.
The uncle then allegedly
raped the girl on one occa-
sion and continued to sex-
ually exploit her frequent-
ly, the official said.

When the girl told her
father about the abuse,
the latter scolded her and
started molesting her as
well, he said. The situa-
tion worsened and the
victims decided to run
away from home when

the father started molest-
ing his younger daughter
who was 14 years old, the
official said.

Based on the allega-
tions made by the vic-
tims, a case under sec-
tions 376 (rape), 354 (as-

sault or use of criminal
force to any woman, in-
tending to outrage her
modesty) and other rele-
vant provisions of the
Indian Penal Code was
registered against the ar-
rested accused, he added.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 27: These
days in Bastar district, the
police is active in urban
and rural areas with strict
blockade to arrest the
smugglers involved in the
illegal drug trade and
smuggling. In this se-
quence, on Saturday, the po-
lice nabbed five youths
while smuggling liquor in
Bastar. Police seized liquor
worth Rs 5 lakh from the
accused. On information,
DIG & SSP Jitendra Singh
Meena, under the guidance
of Addl.

SP Nivedita Paul, City SP
Vikas Kumar and under
the supervision of SDO
(Police) Bhanpuri
Ghanshyam Kamde, sta-
tion in-charge Bhanpuri
Kishore Kevat and station
in-charge Bastar Leeladhar
Rathore, a team was

formed under the lead-
ership and directed to
check the vehicles by
siege and blockade. On
the information of il-
legal liquor smug-
gling, vehicles were
checked by setting up
a mobile check-posts
in village Kumhali
Mundaguda under the
leadership of station
in-charge Bhanpuri
Kishore Kevant.
During checking, the sus-
pected Mahindra SUV car
CG 07 AM 4715 was stopped
and checked.

In which 2 persons were
present and on enquiry,
they disclosed their names
as Vishnu Singh R/o
Shahdol (MP) and Dilip
Katre R/o Durg. On search-
ing in the car, half of Royal
Stage 10 cartons of 240 nos,
Royal Stage quarter 10
boxes 500 no's and Goa
quarter 10 boxes 500 no's
were found in the said vehi-
cle. In this regard, on en-
quiry, the statutory reply
was not submitted by the

accused. Liquor, (quantity
266 bulk litres), 1 mobile
phone, 1 SUV car and nec-
essary documents have
been seized from the pos-
session of the accused. An
offense under Section 34(2),
59(a) of the Excise Act has
been registered against the
accused Vishnu Singh and
Dilip Katre in Police
Station Bhanpuri. The
court sent both the accused
to jail. The estimated value
of the seized liquor has
been estimated at Rs 3.45
lakh. Similarly, vehicles
were being checked under
the leadership of station in-

charge Bastar Leeladhar
Rathore by setting up a mo-
bile check-post in front of
police station Bastar.
During checking, the sus-
pected Swift Desire car
number CG 17 KU 6141 was
stopped and checked. In
the said car, 3 persons
Santosh Sethia R/ot
Marenga, Ganpat Sethia
R/o Marenga, Bansing
Sethia R/o Dhumdpal were
present On conducting
search of the car, 15 cases of
Goan whisky, totaling 750
quarters were found in the
said car. In this regard, on
enquiry, the statutory reply

was not submitted by the
accused. Goa whiskey
(quantity 135 bulk litres), 3
mobile phones, 1 car and Rs
8000/- in cash have been
seized from the accused.
Against the accused
Santosh Sethia, Ganpat
Sethia and Bansing Sethia,
34(2) of the Excise Act was
sent to the registered court
in police station Bastar,
from where they were sent
to jail. The estimated value
of the seized liquor has
been estimated at Rs 1.35
lakh.

Inspector Kishore Kevat,
Leeladhar Rathore,
Dhananjay Sinha, Sub-
Inspector Premkumar Jha,
Amit Sidar, ASI Dilip
Thakur, Satish Yaduraj,
Head Constable Prakash
Manhar, Mayaram
Kashyap, Sunil Manhar,
Constable Ashok Khakha,
Vipin Minj, Premulal
Verma, Shyamlal Kashyap,
Chabilal Som, Ramkumar
Raote, Shankar Maurya,
Niranjan Beck played im-
portant roles in this case.

Bilaspur Div registers record
loading of 100 MT in 239 days 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 27: The ef-
forts of the committed,
disciplined and continue
efforts of railway staff
along with the skilled
management made it pos-
sible to produce excellent
results even in adverse
conditions.

Bilapsur Division is
marching towards regis-
tering their name among
highest loading division of

Indian railways. Even in
adverse conditions
through goods train and
parcel train movements
ensured transportation of
goods to different corner
of the country. In the cur-
rent financial year 2022-23
till November 25 success-
fully achieved 100 MT
loading in 239 days. Earlier
100 MT loading was com-
pleted in 244 days during
the last financial year. The
goods loaded during this

time are coal, clinker, iron
ore, cement, steel, food
items, organic manure,
mineral, oil, raw materials
for steel plants etc.

This achievement was
celebrated in the control
room by DRM Praveen
Pandey and branch heads
by cutting a cake and ex-
pressing happiness. DRM
congratulated all the staff
and officers for this
achievement and encour-
aged them for the future.

CM should tell whether the tribals
will start getting jobs, says Kedar

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 27: State
BJP General Secretary
Kedar Kashyap has ac-
cused the Congress gov-
ernment of cheating all
sections of Chhattisgarhi
society and said that the
Chief Minister should tell
whether the tribals will
start getting jobs immedi-
ately after the special ses-
sion of the assembly? 

Will 104 tribal children,
who were facing loss in
medical education MBBS
this year, be given admis-
sion in the medical col-
lege? Will the stalled re-
cruitment process start
from December 3? State
BJP General Secretary

Kedar Kashyap
charged that
the Congress is
again trying to
mislead the
tribals, but the
tribal society of
Chhattisgarh
will not be mis-
led. He charged
that Bhupesh
g o v e r n m e n t
only knows
how to do politi-
cal fraud. Those
who file petition against
tribal reservation, the
Congress government re-
wards them, feeds them
with the cream of power.
The person who started
the petition against the
reservation of the tribal

class, has just
been rewarded
by the Baghel
government by
making him the
Chairman of
the commis-
sion, Kedar al-
leged. The
Congress also
betrayed the
OBC category,
promising 27%

reservation and
getting its own

man to challenge it. The
person who filed a petition
in the High Court for
reservation of backward
classes and got a stay on it,
Bhupesh government has
already made him a minis-
ter in the state. State BJP

General Secretary Kedar
Kashyap said that there is
no such class left in
Chhattisgarh, which has
not been deceived by the
Congress government of
Bhupesh Baghel.

The people of
Chhattisgarh have come to
know the double stan-
dards of the Bhupesh
Baghel government. This
government has been ex-
posed. In the special ses-
sion of the Vidhan Sabha,
Bhupesh Baghel should
give an affidavit and as-
sure the people of
Chhattisgarh that he will
not get that bill repealed
by filing a petition in the
High Court through any of
his Changu Mangu.
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p 401 bulk liters of
liquor worth Rs 4.80
lakh recovered

After the special assembly session 

Kedar Kashyap

Sports stadium will be built in every
village of the district: Collector 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 27: The
District Collector here
after chairing the weekly
deadline meeting obtained
one-to-one information
from the officers regarding
the pending cases of time
limit and gave instructions
to resolve the pending
cases soon, as well as de-
clared that a sports stadi-
um will be built in every
village of the district..

On this occasion, he
also reviewed the progress
of flagship schemes of the
state government and said
that the flagship scheme is
being implemented by
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel to make
farmers, women of self-
help groups and cow
herders and economically
weaker sections capable

and self-reliant.
In the meeting, he also

obtained information re-
garding the access road to
government offices and
Anganwadi centers in the
district and instructed to
connect the government
offices and Anganwadi
centers which are not con-
nected to the main road.

Under the ambitious
Narva, Garuva, Ghuruva,

Bari scheme of the state
government, he said that a
large number of
Gauthans have been con-
structed for the conserva-
tion and promotion of
livestock and in these
Gothans, arrangements
for fodder-water etc. have
been made by construct-
ing sheds for livestock,
therefore these should be
utilized for the develop-

ment of every fold of the
society.

The Collector expressed
his displeasure over the
people of Achanakmar
Tiger Reserve (ATR) area
not getting regular elec-
tricity through solar and
instructed to provide regu-
lar electricity supply to the
people of Achanakmar
Tiger Reserve (ATR) area
through solar power.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector
Teerthraj Aggarwal, Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat D.S.
Rajput, Joint Collector
Smt. Namrata Anand
Dongre, Naveen Bhagat
and Smt. Maneka Pradhan,
sub-divisional officers of
all sub-divisions including
revenue and district level
officers of various depart-
ments were present.

Black marketing
of PDS rice 

come to fore
Tilda-Neora, Nov 27: The
black marketing of PDS
rice has come to fore and
the government's efforts to
benefit the beneficiaries of
both BPL and APL catego-
ry is being hijacked by
some elements who are
running this PDS shops.
As per a decision of the
central and state govern-
ment 5 kg extra rice per
person has been decided to
be given through PDS.
However lack of informa-
tion by the members about
extra rice has enabled PDS
shop owners to sell these
extra rice in the black mar-
ket. As per information re-
ceived, rampant black
marketing reports have
come from village pan-
chayat Sarora, Parsada,
Bhursuda( Gujra) under
Tilda block. The contrac-
tors running these PDS
shops are associated with
medicine business and are
polluting this PDS system.

Constitution Day celebrated in SAGEMSFive liquor smugglers arrested, liquor seized

About the incident
According to the victims, the abuse began in

August 2017, when the elder sibling, who was 16
years old at the time, was molested by her uncle at
his house in the absence of her aunt.The victim
used to frequent her aunt's place as her mother was
unable to care for her because of a mental ail-
ment.The uncle then allegedly raped the girl on one
occasion and continued to sexually exploit her fre-
quently.When the girl told her father about the
abuse, the latter scolded her and started molesting
her as well.The situation worsened and the victims
decided to run away from home when the father
started molesting his younger daughter who was 14
years old.
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Fire in Chandni Chowk’s Bhagirath
market continues to rage 

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The fire at the
Bhagirath Palace market
in Chandni Chowk contin-
ued to rage for the fourth
consecutive day on
Sunday even after the en-
gagement of more than
150 fire tenders since its
outbreak, officials said.

Nine fire tenders are
still present at the spot.

More than 200 shops
have been damaged in the
massive fire that broke out
in the wholesale market
for electrical appliances

on Thursday night, the of-
ficials said.

“Around 150 fire tenders
have been engaged till
now, nine of them are still
at the spot. Around 200
shops have been affected
and while five building
have been completely or
partially burnt, three have
collapsed,” a senior fire de-
partment official said.

A case under IPC sec-
tions 285 (negligent con-
duct with respect to fire or
combustible matter) and
336 (act endangering life
or personal safety of oth-
ers) has been registered
against unknown people,
the official said.

The fire was brought
under control by Friday
morning but while the
cooling process was still
underway, the blaze
reignited again and
turned massive by the
evening.

The area’s narrow lanes
and shortage of water
posed a major challenge
for the firefighters.

While traders suspect
short-circuit as the cause
of the fire, officials said
the reason is yet to be as-
certained.

On Saturday, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena visited the market
and said a multi-discipli-

nary committee had been
constituted to look into
ways to effectively ad-
dress issues like hanging
wires and overloaded cir-
cuits.

He sought the active in-
volvement of residents
and other stakeholders in
areas like Chandni
Chowk, Sadar Bazar and
Paharganj, among others.

He has also sought a re-
port within 30 days.

According to the fire de-
partment, due to the lack
of water supply, a remote-
controlled machine that
was being used in the fire-
fighting operation proved
to be less effective.

Three, including RAC constable shot dead 
Jaipur, Nov 27 (PTI): 

Three brothers includ-
ing a police constable were
shot dead when their
neighbour along with
some others allegedly
opened fire at them in
their house in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur district, police
said on Sunday.

The incident occurred
in Sikrora village and the
police was informed early
Sunday.

Constable Gajendra
Singh, his two brothers
Samandar Singh and
Ishwar Singh were killed
while Gajendra’s wife, son
and his daughter in law
were injured and are being
treated at the SMS hospi-
tal in Jaipur, police said.

Gajendra Singh was a
constable posted in
Rajasthan Armed
Constabulary (RAC).

SHO Kumher
Himanshu Singh said
that Gajendra Singh’s son
Tenpal had a verbal spat
with his neighbour
Lakhan a few days back
and Tenpal had slapped
Lakhan too.

The elderly people in

the village had inter-
vened and the issue was
resolved at that time but
Lakhan wanted revenge,
the SHO said.

He said that Lakhan
along with 8-10 others
barged into the house of
Gajendra late last night
and started shouting.
They opened fire in the
air. When Gajendra Singh
came out of the room,
they shot him dead.

Hearing gunshots and
cries, his two brothers
who live in a separate
house in the neghbour-
hood came out and
rushed to Gajendra
Singh’s house and they
were also shot dead.

In the meantime, the ac-
cused also opened fire at
the family members of
Gajendra in which his
son Tenpal, his wife and
daughter in law were in-
jured, police said.

Police were informed
about the firing at around
1.30 am. The bodies were
shifted to the mortuary of
the nearby hospital and
the injured were referred
to Jaipur in critical condi-
tion.

After the incident, the
relatives and family mem-
bers started a dharna out-
side the hospital in
Kumher town demanding
the arrest of the accused.

Someone from the mob
also damaged window
glass of a few vehicles.

Tourism minister
Vishvendra Singh, who is
from Bharatpur, reached
Kumher along with
Inspector General (IG)
Gaurav Srivastava,
Superintendent of Police
Shyam Singh and other
officials and pacified the
relatives.

He assured them that
the accused will be arrest-
ed as soon as possible fol-
lowing which the dharna
was called off and post-
mortem of the bodies
started.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Anil Meena said addition-
al policemen have been
deployed in the area to
maintain law and order
and different teams have
been formed to locate and
arrest the accused in-
volved in the triple 
murder.

Rare photos, artefacts restored by Govt 
to be housed in museum

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The treasures tucked
away in the storeroom of a
West Bengal government
office in a secretariat build-
ing in Kolkata are likely to
find a place in a museum
soon as the authorities con-
cerned are planning to set
up a repository here, an of-
ficial said on Sunday.

Black and white photo-
graphs of a steam-driven
tram on the roads of the
second city of the British
Empire and another of a
pontoon bridge which pre-
ceded the iconic Howrah
Bridge over the Hooghly
river among other articles
of antiquity are in the pos-
session of the Office of
Administrator General and
Official Trustee of West
Bengal.

“We are in search of a
proper building to store
these artefacts. I am in
talks with the Calcutta
High Court. Hopefully, a de-
cision about the proposed
museum will be taken and
an announcement to this ef-
fect will be made very
soon,” Biplab Roy, the
Administrator General and
Official Trustee, told PTI.

A certificate issued to
Paul Gregory Melitus, the
1880 topper from Bengal
Presidency of the coveted
ICS examination, an ivory
replica of the Holwell
Monument, besides a 1919
book on public hygiene
written by an Indian doctor
during the outbreak of the
Spanish flu contagion, are
among the treasures dis-
covered and now being
carefully restored by the of-

fice.
Roy said his office is con-

tinuing its pursuit to recov-
er antiques lying in differ-
ent parts of the state.

“Very recently, we have
been given 200 antique ri-
fles from a police station
dating back to the 19th cen-
tury, sharp-edged weapons,
a 12th century Vishnu idol
from Bagnan in Howrah
district and another cen-
turies-old figurine from
Khardah in North 24
Parganas district,”
Roy said.

A British-era law dating
to 1849 created the office
which looks after the prop-
erty of any citizen who dies
without any heir or next of
kin. Most of those whose
properties came under the
administrator’s charge
were Britons who died

while working or doing
business here and had no
one who came forward to
claim their estate.

Many of these antique
objects, which include
thousands of sepia-tinted
photographs dating from
the 19th century to the
early 20th century along
with tonnes of documents
and artefacts stashed away
in leather folios and trunks
were spotted in the store-
room of the administrator
general and official trustee
and taken up for restora-
tion work, he said.

“Over 1,000 photos have
already been restored and
are now in the safe custody
of the office but we want to
have a proper and perma-
nent place for them where
state-of-the-art facilities
will be available,” Roy said.

Probe ordered after 
82-year-old man dies 

Khunti, Nov 27 (PTI): 

An investigation was or-
dered after an 82-year-old
man allegedly died of car-
diac arrest on Sunday
when police raided his
house in the dead of the
night in search of his son,
an accused in a cattle
smuggling case, in
Jharkhand’s Khunti dis-
trict, an officer said.

Residents of Rodo vil-
lage in Torpa police sta-
tion area alleged that the
man died after police
pushed him while enter-
ing the house.

K h u n t i ’ s

Superintendent of Police
(SP) Aman Kumar said
that a magistrate-level in-
vestigation will be con-
ducted into the case.

A special police team
reached the village,
around 60 km from capital
Ranchi, around 1 am to ar-
rest one Izhar Ahmed alias
Kallu, an accused in a cat-
tle smuggling case.

As the search was un-
derway, Kallu’s father Md
Nizamuddin suddenly fell
on the floor and died.
Police said he died of car-
diac arrest, while villagers
alleged that he died after
police pushed him.

Local sources said that
the irate villagers
gheraoed the police per-
sonnel who were conduct-

ing the raid. They were re-
leased after a team led by
sub-divisional officer
Aniket Sachan and deputy
superintendent of police
Omprakash Tiwary
reached the village and
spoke to the villagers.

Sachan, however, denied
that members of the spe-
cial team were held by the
villagers.

Police said post-mortem
found that Nizamuddin
died of cardiac arrest.

The SP termed the inci-
dent unfortunate.

“A magisterial investiga-
tion will be done into the
villagers’ allegations. A
team will soon visit the vil-
lage, and talk to the vil-
lagers to get the details,”
he said.

KCR to lay foundation stone for
airport express Metro 

Hyderabad, Nov. 27 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao would
be laying the foundation
for the Airport Express
Metro on December 6,
Minister for Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development KT Rama
Rao said in a tweet on
Sunday. He said the proj-
ect, starting at Mindspace
junction to Shamshabad (
Hyderabad International
Airport) Airport, would be
31-km long and cost ap-
proximately Rs 6,250 crore.

“Hyderabad is forging

ahead. Happy to announce
that CM KCR will be laying
the foundation for Airport
Express Metro on
December 9. This project
starting at Mindspace
junction to Shamshabad
Airport will be 31 KM long
& will be costing approxi-
mately Rs 6,250 cr,” he
tweeted. The airport ex-
press Metro is a Telangana
government- funded proj-
ect and would be complet-
ed in three years, he said in
another tweet.

“We have submitted
DPR & been in discussions
with the Central govern-
ment for an additional 31-
km city Metro expansion;
BHEL to Lakdikapul -26
KM & Nagole to LB Nagar -

5 km,” he said.
The State government

has already formed a spe-
cial purpose vehicle-
Hyderabad Airport Metro
Limited (HAML) which
would be responsible for
development, construc-
tion, operations and man-
agement of the airport
Metro link. The GMR
group, operating the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) here, had
earlier said the group
would invest about 10 per
cent of the total cost of the
metro rail link project
being proposed by the
Telangana government for
connectivity to the aero-
drome from various parts
of the city.

‘Collection of evidence task
of investigating agency’

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

Collection of evidence is
the task of the investigat-
ing agency and a detailed
police probe is required
for the same as it is beyond
the capacity of the com-
plainant, a Delhi court has
said while ordering regis-
tration of FIR against an
Army doctor.

The court was hearing a
complaint seeking prose-
cution of the accused for
allegedly breaking into a
parked vehicle with the in-
tention to steal it.

M e t r o p o l i t a n
Magistrate Chhaya Tyagi
said the modus operandi
of the commission of
crime as well as collection
of circumstantial and
forensic evidence is be-

yond the capacity of the
complainant.

“This court is of the
opinion that collection of
evidence is the task of the
investigating agency and
determination of its con-
clusiveness or otherwise is

a matter of trial. Counsel
states that complainant is
ready and willing to again
share the photos and
videos available with the
complainant and the IO,”
the judge said.

“In the present case, al-
though the identity of the
accused is known to the
complainant, the modus
operandi of commission of
crime as well as collection
of circumstantial and

forensic evidence is be-
yond the capacity of the
complainant and a de-
tailed police investigation
is required for the same.
IO is directed to register
the FIR and file compli-
ance report,” the judge
said.

The court’s observation
came while hearing a plea
filed by a city based jour-
nalist P K Singh seeking
registration of an FIR
against doctor D J
Chakrabarty for allegedly
breaking the lock and
windshield of his car in
August 2021, with an inten-
tion to steal the car and
the belongings lying in-
side.

When the complainant
caught the accused red-
handed at the spot of the

crime, he was abused and
threatened by
Chakrabarty, Singh al-
leged.

Advocate Ashwani
Kumar Dubey, appearing
for the journalist, submit-
ted that the complainant
has already produced pho-
tographs and videos of the
damaged car and despite
that the police was not reg-
istering an FIR.

Dubey said due to police
inaction, it took one-and-a-
half-years to get the FIR
registered.

The court had earlier
sought an action taken re-
port (ATR) in the matter.

It has been stated in the
ATR that no conclusive ev-
idence, oral or digital, has
been provided by the com-
plainant, the court noted.

PADDY HARVEST

Villagers harvest paddy in a field, in Ranchi, Sunday.

TRADITIONAL DANCE FORM

Artists perform a Garo traditional dance during Wangala festival at Chotipara, in
Goalpara, Sunday.

BRIEF

Injured 
 Kolkata: Four per-

sons were injured, one
of them seriously,
when several bombs
exploded at Jagaddal
area in West Bengal’s
North 24 Parganas dis-
trict early Sunday trig-
gering panic in the
area. An official of
Barrackpore Police
Commissionerate said
as per information, an
altercation took place
between some wed-
ding party members
and a local resident
over playing music at
the marriage hall on
Saturday night.

Mishap
 Ghazipur: Three peo-

ple, including a couple,
were killed when their
car was hit by an
unidentified vehicle in
Nandganj area here,
police said on Sunday.
The accident took
place on Saturday
night, they said.
Neeraj Kumar (45), his
wife Moni (41), and
friend Alok Kumar
(44), all residents of
Bihar, were on their
way to Prayagraj
when their car was hit
from behind, they
said.

Join 
 Meerut: Senior

Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) leader
Chaudhary Yashveer
Singh along with sev-
eral others joined the
BJP here on Sunday.
Singh, who was for-
mer regional chief of
RLD, joined the saf-
fron party in pres-
ence of BJP state
president Bhupinder
Singh Chaudhary.
Besides him, former
RLD MLA Sudesh
Sharma and other
local leaders of the
party also joined the
BJP.

Award
 New Delhi: Sonam

Wangchuk, the
Ladakh-based engi-
neer whose life in-
spired a character in
Bollywood block-
buster “3 Idiots”, was
on Sunday awarded
the seventh Dr Paulos
Mar Gregorios
Award by former
Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu.
Instituted by the
Sophia Society of the
Malankara (Indian)
Orthodox Church,
the award is given
every alternate year
in the memory of the
first Metropolitan of
Delhi Diocese and
noted philosopher Dr
Paulos Mar
Gregorios.

Visit 
 Mumbai: Ships of the

Western Fleet hosted
around 4,000 children
from more than 20
schools from across
the country on
Saturday and Sunday
as part of Navy Week
2022. A Naval
spokesperson said in a
statement students
from the National
Cadet Corps, Sainik
schools, Rotary
schools, private and
government schools,
and National
Association for the
Blind visited the ships
over two days.

PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti addresses a youth con-
vention at Sher-e-Kashmkir
Park, in Srinagar, Sunday. 

COURT ORDER

 On Dec 9

 For 4th day

 During police raid at
his house



VICTORY CELEBRATION

Taipei: Taiwan Kuomintang party Taipei city mayoral candidate Wayne Chiang cele-
brates his victory with supporters in Taipei, Taiwan. Lingering concerns about the
threat posed by its giant neighbor China took a backseat in Taiwan’’s closely watched
local elections on Saturday as voters focused on other pressing issues closer to home
such as air pollution and bad traffic.

MODERN SKYSCRAPER 

Modern skyscraper are seen behind apartment compounds in Doha, Qatar.
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Toronto, Nov 27 (PTI):

A 20-year-old Indian stu-
dent was killed after he
was hit and dragged by a
pickup truck while cross-
ing a road on a cycle here,
according to a media re-
port.

Though the police have
not yet identified the vic-
tim, news website cbc.ca
in a report published on
Friday quoted the victim’s
cousin Parveen Saini as
saying that Kartik Saini
came to Canada from
India in August 2021.

Parveen Saini spoke
from Karnal, Haryana,
where their family is
from, the report said.

The family is hoping
that Kartik’s body will
be sent to India as soon
as possible for proper
burial, Parveen said.

Sheridan College has

confirmed that Kartik
was a student there, the
report said.

“Our community is
deeply saddened by the
sudden death of Kartik.
We extend our heartfelt
condolences to his fami-
ly, friends, peers and pro-
fessors,” the college said
in an email on Friday.

According to police the
fatal collision happened
at the intersection of
Yonge Street and St Clair
Avenue at about 4:30 pm
on Wednesday evening.

The cyclist died after
being struck and
dragged by a pickup
truck in midtown, it said
in a press release on
Thursday.

Emergency services
tried to free the cyclist
and revive him, but he
was pronounced dead at
the scene.

Indian student in Canada dies after being
struck and dragged by pickup truck

Seoul, Nov 27 (AP):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un’s daughter
made a public appearance
again, this time with mis-
sile scientists and more
honorific titles as her fa-
ther’s “most beloved” or
“precious” child. She’s
only about 10, but her new,
bold photos are deepening
the debate over whether
she’s being primed as a
successor.

The daughter, believed
to be Kim’s second child
named Ju Ae and about 9
or 10 years old, was first
unveiled to the outside
world last weekend in
state media photos show-
ing her observing the
North’s intercontinental
ballistic missile launch
the previous day with her
parents and other older of-

ficials.
The daughter wearing a

white puffy coat and red
shoes was shown walking
hand-in-hand with Kim
past a huge missile loaded
on a launch truck and
watching a soaring
weapon.

On Sunday, the North’s
official Korean Central
News Agency mentioned
her for the second time,

saying she and Kim took
group photos with scien-
tists, officials and others
involved in what it called
the test-launch of its
Hwasong-17 ICBM.

KCNA described her as
Kim’s “most beloved” or
“precious” child, a more
honorific title than her
previous description of
“(Kim’s) beloved” child on
its Nov 19 dispatch.

Kim’s daughter appears again,
heating up succession debate

Colombo, Nov 27 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has directed the cus-
toms department to take
stringent measures to stop
rampant gold smuggling
into the country by some air
passengers.

In a statement, the fi-
nance ministry said that no
one would be allowed to
wear excessive gold orna-
ments of more than 22
carats without the permis-
sion of the Controller
General of Imports and
Exports. “The government

has decided to take legal ac-
tion against those who wear
unnecessary amounts of
gold jewellery as they fly in
with the aim of doing ille-
gal business. Accordingly
no one would be allowed to
wear gold valued over 22
carats,” Minister of State
for Finance Ranjith
Siyambalapitiya said in a
statement on Saturday.

The customs officials
have been instructed to de-
ploy technology to detect
gold over 22 carats.

A gazette is to be issued
this week, the release said.

“Over 50 kilos of gold are
being smuggled into the
country daily by unscrupu-
lous racketeers. It is esti-
mated that over USD 30 mil-
lion are being lost monthly
to the national coffers. The
restriction is to be imposed
sequel to a report provided
by the Director General of
Customs,” Siyambalapitiya
said.

Some smugglers travel
overseas daily along with
the passengers and bring 24
carat gold ornaments with
them, the Daily Mirror
newspaper reported.

Sri Lanka to act against gold smugglers
who arrive as air passengers: Minister Milan, Nov 27 (AP):

Rescuers dug through
mud for a second day
Sunday in the search for
people lost in an enormous
landslide on the Italian re-
sort island of Ischia.

One body was recovered
on Saturday and about a
dozen people, including
children, were reported
missing in the port town of
Casamicciola, feared buried
under mud and debris that
firefighters said was six me-
tres (20 feet) deep in some
places.

Small bulldozers were
being used to clear debris,

and Italian media said dig-
ging was continuing by

hand in some places and
that teams of divers had

been brought in. “We are
continuing the search with
our hearts broken, because
among the missing are also
minors,” Giacomo Pascale,
the mayor of the neighbour-
ing town of Lacco Ameno,
told RAI state TV. The mas-
sive landslide before dawn
on Saturday was triggered
by exceptional rainfall, and
sent a mass of mud and de-
bris hurtling down a moun-
tainside toward the port of
Casamicciola, collapsing
buildings and sweeping ve-
hicles into the sea. By
Sunday, 164 people were left
homeless by the events.

One widely circulated

video showed a man, cov-
ered with mud, clinging to a
shutter, chest-deep in
muddy water. The island re-
ceived 126 mm (nearly five
inches) of rain in six hours,
the heaviest rainfall in 20
years, according to officials.
Experts said the disaster
was exacerbated by build-
ing in areas of high risk on
the mountainous island.

“There is territory that
cannot be occupied. You
cannot change the use of a
zone where there is water.
The course of the water cre-
ated this disaster,” geologist
Riccardo Caniparoli told
RAI.

Italian rescuers search for missing in island landslide

Islamabad, Nov 27 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan has
claimed that there were
three shooters involved in
the failed assassination at-
tempt on him during a
protest march in the east-
ern city of Wazirabad ear-
lier this month.

The chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party suffered bullet
injuries in the right leg
when the gunmen fired at
him in Punjab’s
Wazirabad area on
November 3, where he was
leading the march against
the government to press
for snap elections.

Addressing a massive
rally of his party on
Saturday night in this gar-
rison city, which houses
the headquarters of the
powerful Army, Khan said
the two attackers previ-

ously identified were the
one who fired at him and
other PTI leaders and the
second shooter fired at the
container’s front, while
the third attacker was
tasked to eliminate the
first gunman.

Khan, 70, claimed that
this third shooter actually
killed a person at the rally
while trying to kill the
would-be assassin.

Addressing the nation
from the Shaukat Khanum
Hospital in Lahore a day
after the attack, Khan had
said he was hit by four bul-

lets in his right leg by two
shooters.

He said he was on a con-
tainer when a “burst of
bullets” was directed at
him.

“Then a second burst
came, there were two peo-
ple,” he said.

Khan, in his first in-per-
son address to the party
workers after the attack,
also alleged that “three
criminals”, who were be-
hind the failed assassina-
tion attempt, are waiting
to target him again.

He has repeatedly al-
leged that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
and ISI Counter
Intelligence Wing head
Maj-Gen Faisal Naseer
were behind the attack on
him. Khan also announced
to continue his protest
until new elections were
announced. Elections are

not due in Pakistan until
the term of the current
National Assembly gets
over in August 2023.

“The movement of
Haqeeqi Azadi will contin-
ue until genuine freedom
is achieved,” he said,
adding that the moment
would come once new elec-
tions were held.

Khan was ousted from
power in April after losing
a no-confidence vote in his
leadership, which he al-
leged was part of a US-led
conspiracy targeting him
because of his independ-
ent foreign policy deci-
sions on Russia, China,
and Afghanistan. The US
has denied the allegations.

He is the only Pakistani
prime minister to be oust-
ed in a no-confidence vote
in Parliament. The term of
the current National
Assembly will end in
August 2023.

Imran Khan claims 3 shooters
tried to kill him in Wazirabad

United Nations, Nov 27 (PTI):

Countering terrorism
and reformed multilateral-
ism will be among the key
priorities for India as it as-
sumes the monthly presi-
dency of the UN Security
Council from December 1,
culminating its two-year
tenure as non-permanent
member of the 15-nation
powerful body.

According to the UNSC
rules of procedure, the
Council presidency rotates
between each of the 15
members of the UNSC, in
alphabetical order.

“For us, in the December
Presidency, our priorities
will be countering terror-
ism for which we have very
successfully built a good
narrative in these past few
months as well as a focus on
reformed multilateralism,”
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN

Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj told PTI in an ex-
clusive interview here.

India assumes the
monthly rotating presiden-
cy of the Security Council
from December 1, the sec-
ond time after August 2021
that the country will pre-
side over the Council dur-
ing its two year tenure as
elected UNSC member.

India’s 2021-2022 term on
the Council ends December
31, with Kamboj, India’s
first woman Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations in New
York sitting in the
President’s seat at the pow-
erful horseshoe table for the
month. India will also take
over the year-long G20 pres-
idency from December 1.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will travel to
New York to preside over
“signature events” in the
Security Council on re-

newed orientation for re-
formed multilateralism on
December 14 and on coun-
tering terrorism on
December 15.

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres and
President of the 77th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly Csaba Korosi are
also expected to brief the
UNSC meeting on
December 14. Kamboj said
counter-terrorism was one
of India’s top priorities
when it entered the Council
on January 1, 2021. She un-
derscored that from the
eight-point action plan on
combating terrorism out-
lined in the Security
Council by Jaishankar in
January 2021 to the
October 2022 Special
Meeting of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee
hosted by India during
which the Delhi
Declaration’ was adopted,

India has been successful
in demonstrating two
things. “One that there can
be no justification for ter-
ror, it is condemnable, it
has to be called out and
countries who seek to ob-
fuscate that, seek to justify
that should be called out,”
Kamboj said. The second
point is that all countries,
importantly, should speak
with a united voice. “The
problem (of terror) is
transnational and we have
to pool in our resources,
knowledge and expertise to
speak with a united voice,”
she said. On October 28-29,
the Security Council
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee, currently
chaired by India, organised
a Special Meeting in New
Delhi and Mumbai on the
overarching theme of
“Countering the use of new
and emerging technologies
for terrorist purposes”.

Counter-terrorism, reformed multilateralism
India’s key priorities during its UNSC presidency

Islamabad, Nov 27 (PTI):

The Pakistan Army fi-
nally broke its silence on
Sunday to reject reports
that its outgoing chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa’s family members
and relatives became bil-
lionaires during his six-
year tenure, terming them
as “misleading” and based
on “blatant lies.” Gen
Bajwa, 61, is scheduled to
retire on November 29
after getting a three-year
extension. According to a
report published by the
FactFocus website, the al-
leged tax records of Gen
Bajwa’s family, the current
market value of the
known assets and busi-
ness of the army chief,
both within and outside
Pakistan, amounted to Rs
12.7 billion.

Following this, the
Shehbaz Sharif-led
Pakistan government

launched a probe and sus-
pended two officers from
service for their involve-
ment in leaking the tax
records of Gen Bajwa and
his family members.

Pakistan Army’s media
wing, Inter-Services
Public Relations, said mis-
leading data regarding the
assets of Army chief Gen
Bajwa and his family were
shared on social media,
and the same assumption-
based data was presented
in an exaggerated manner
on different platforms.

“It is totally untrue and
based on blatant lies and
malice,” the statement
read, adding that the as-
sets of Gen Bajwa, his wife
and the rest of his family
had been declared to the
Federal Board of Revenue.

A “false impression”
was being given that these
assets were acquired by
the father-in-law of Gen
Bajwa’s son during his six-

year tenure, it said. The
Army chief and his family
regularly file their tax re-
turns, the statement said.

“Like every citizen, the
Army chief and his family
are answerable to the tax
authorities for their as-
sets,” the statement added.

The FactFocus website,
which describes itself as a
“Pakistan-based digital
media news organisation
working on data-based in-
vestigative news stories”,
shared the alleged wealth
statements of Gen Bajwa
and his family from 2013 to
2021 on its page last week.

The report claimed that
the assets of Gen Bajwa’s
wife, Ayesha Amjad, went
from zero in 2016 to Rs 2.2
billion (declared and
known) in six years.

It stated the amount did
not include residential
plots, commercial plots
and houses given by the
Army to her husband.

The report also alleged
that the total worth of
the declared assets of
Mahnoor Sabir (Gen
Bajwa’s daughter-in-law)
jumped from zero in last
week of October 2018 to
Rs 1,271 million on
November 2, 2018, while
the assets of Mahnoor’s
sister Hamna Naseer
went from zero in 2016 to
“billions” by 2017.

Furthermore, the tax
returns of Sabir Hameed
the Army chief ’s son’s fa-
ther-in-law were less
than a million in 2013 but
“in the coming years, he
became a billionaire”,
the website claimed.

Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar ordered a
probe after the tax and
wealth details of Gen
Bajwa’s family members
were released online by
the website.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Sharif on

Thursday chose Lt Gen
Asim Munir as the new
Army chief to succeed
incumbent Gen Bajwa,
ending the suspense over
the key appointment.

Meanwhile, Finance
Minister Dar has said:
“We have found traces
[behind the leak]. One is
from Lahore and one is
from Rawalpindi.”

He told Geo TV that
there was a possibility
that some of the individ-
uals involved may have
the authorisation to look
at the income tax records
as there was a “circle” in
Rawalpindi where the as-
sessments took place.

At the same time, the
finance minister stressed
that the law doesn’t give
permission to leak the
record of income tax re-
turns of anyone, whether
it was the army chief or
a common man, without
court orders.

Pakistan Army rejects claims
about Gen Bajwa, family’s assets

Misleading, blatant lies

An aerial view of damaged houses after heavy rainfall trig-
gered landslides that collapsed buildings and left as many
as 12 people missing, in Casamicciola, on the southern
Italian island of Ischia, Sunday, Nov. 27. 

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  48  No. 55

Country needs 
Bio-economy 

Bio-economy has the
implicit to produce jobs
and induce new results
for the earth's major chal-
lenges in the fields of
health, food, water and
climate change. Bio-econ-
omy is or bio-based fru-
gality involves using re-
newable natural coffers
sustainably to produce
food, energy and artificial
goods.It exploits the un-
tapped eventuality of nat-
ural waste and residual
a c c o u t r e m e n t s
.Himalayas passing fre-
quent flash cataracts,
melting of glaciers, loss of
territories, and landslides
due to unplanned devel-
opment for the region's
profitable growth.Bio-
grounded frugality is the
result for the growth and
development of the
Himalayan countries.

Experts say bio-econo-
my has the implicit to
produce jobs and induce
new results for the earth's
major challenges in the
fields of health, food,
water, and climate
change, and deliver so-
cial, environmental and
profitable benefits.Bio-
economy is a fairly new
conception and fleetly de-
veloping in several na-
tions. India can be a
major player with its
unique coffers from the
Himalayan region, espe-
cially from the north-
eastern Himalayas if cen-
tral regime look into this
seriously.

VijayKumar H K,
Raichur

Unworthy host 
Qatar, an oil-producing

nation with a rich Petro
Dollar but not very much
known for soccer prowess,
is hosting the FIFA World
Cup 2022. The first-time
host has shown plenty of
arrogances in their usual
style, which are as fol-
lows. They have imposed
a blanket ban on alcoholic
drinks much to the great
discomfort of the visiting
spectators from various
nations. They lacked
proper accommodation fa-
cilities for the visiting for-
eign spectators. They in-
vited an internationally
known terrorist named
Zakir Naik in the opening
ceremony, thus giving
moral support to global
terrorism. It appears as if
FIFA, the supreme body of
world football, relies on
the Petrodollar. Being a
host, one must look after
the comfort of the visitors
and abide by the laws and
sentiments against terror-
ism. FIFA should remind
the host nation that reli-
gion and terrorism have
no place in sports, and re-
ligious discourse is un-
warranted in a global
sporting extravaganza.
Lanu Dutt Chowdhury,

Guwahati.
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A vendor arranges 'Chhou' masks, put up for sale at West Bengal's handicraft fair 'Hasta Shilpa Mela 2022', in Kolkata,
Sunday, Nov. 27.

HASTA SHILPA MELA 2022

R are public protests opposing China's stringent
Covid lockdowns intensified in the country, while

coronavirus cases continue to rise sharply with close to
40,000 infections on Sunday. Chinese social media and
Twitter have many videos of public protests, including a
mass demonstration in Shanghai where people in a rare
display of anger shouted slogans against the ruling
Communist Party of China (CPC) and President Xi
Jinping. Many protesters were reportedly being arrest-
ed. There are also videos of protests from various uni-
versity campuses where students came out in the open to
oppose the lockdowns. On Saturday, the government
stepped back from enforcing lockdowns in Urumqi, the
provincial capital of Xinjiang, where 10 people were
killed and nine others injured on Thursday in a fire at an
apartment block which was under COVID lockdown.
During the weekend, Urumqi witnessed a huge demon-
stration in which many Han Chinese nationals took part
along with Uygur Muslims. Urumqi authorities on
Saturday said the city would lift coronavirus restrictions
"in phases" after footage surfaced online showing rare
protests against a three-month lockdown, Hong Kong-
based South China Morning Post reported on Sunday.
The footage of protests, which was later censored,
showed hundreds of residents in a public square outside
a government office, chanting slogans "serve the people"
and "end the lockdown", and singing the national an-
them. Other clips showed scuffles between residents and
people in hazmat suits in the street. In Beijing, people
from several compounds, under lockdowns for days, also
staged protests, leading to officials withdrawing the
curbs. Meanwhile, the National Health Commission on
Sunday said 39,501 coronavirus cases, including 35,858
asymptomatic cases, were reported in the country by the
end of Saturday as mass COVID tests were carried out
across China to identify new clusters of infection. It is
for the fourth consecutive day that China reported an in-
crease in cases, the highest since it recorded a sharp
spike in cases in top cities like Shanghai in April. The
capital Beijing has been reporting a sharp escalation of
cases, which on Sunday climbed to over 4,700, amid grow-
ing protests and unease in the city over lockdowns of
dozens of apartment buildings. As of Sunday, the city
has 9,694 cumulative confirmed cases. The State
Council's Joint Prevention and Control Mechanism,
meanwhile, has reiterated its commitment to cracking
down on COVID-19 control malpractices and urged local-
ities to rectify improper implementation of the guide-
lines. The mechanism said that some local governments
have been found to either roll out overt measures such as
ordering widespread lockdowns or take a lax attitude to-
ward the disease, and both tendncies are wrong, state-
run China Daily reported on Sunday.

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Kajal Chatterjee

F ollowing any criticism, instead of crying foul that
he is being "SP ecifically targeted" due to his "hum-

ble"  "poor"  "low caste" origin and what not along with
sentimental invocation of "regional pride" which is sup-
posedly "always under attack" by the "enemies of mother
state"; there should have been a sincere attempt to in-
dulge in introspection, admit any failure or misstep or
even patiently hear any criticism and thereafter defend
himself in a sane civilised tone by banking on logic and
truth. And if somebody cannot digest any form of "in-
sult" heaped upon "mother state"; then minimum sanity
demands that he should not taunt mock West Bengal as
well in filthiest of terms, character assassinating it as
"land of traffickers terrorists smugglers and bomb mak-
ers". Or is own "mother state" any sort of "holy cow" that
it resides above all norms of criticism. And one who
complaints against "personal attacks" directed at him
should also never taunt any full-fledged Indian citizen
and her children as "Italians" (even being "Italian" also is
not a "sin") as well. Even her assassinated husband also
doesn't get spared from allegation of "Corruption" de-
spite not a single proof of his any wrongdoing. He
should not mock the Government of erstwhile
Karnataka Chief minister Siddaramaiah as "Seedha
Rupaiah government" as well, again without furnishing
any proof of his involvement with corruption. He should
not publicly denigrate West Bengal Chief minister and
her nephew as "patrons of corruption" as well without
any judicial proof. Not to forget how the 2021 West Bengal
Assembly campaign phase was polluted with vulgar cat-
calls of "Didi O Didi". It seems all rights of self-respect
and dignity are reserved for only the honchos of a partic-
ular political outfit. Not to speak of the prompt levelling
of his political adversaries as an "alliance of looters and
corrupt", as if only the concerned speaker and his disci-
ples form the "last word" of honesty and accountability.
Lastly, "development" of "mother state" indeed. God save
that state or country from such a "development" where
"ugliness" of city slums are required to be covered by
clothes or building "high long wall" so as to hide it from
guests visiting from abroad and millions of citizens have
to leave for civil war-affected West Asia or poorest of
countries of North/Central Africa by risking their lives
despite cruel work environment there just to escape
wretched conditions back home. If the April 2016
Vivekananda flyover collapse in Kolkata killing 21 people
was a "message from God to the people to save Bengal
(from the Mamata Banerjee government) or the state
would be destroyed like the bridge"; the very same politi-
cal heavyweight should now announce boldly that the
October 2022 bridge collapse in Morbi killing around 135
people is a "message from God to the people to save
Gujarat (from the BJP government) or the state would be
destroyed like the bridge". However, it is too much to ex-
pect such "sense of equality" from those persons who
don't hesitate a bit to indulge in cheap rhetoric and un-
scientific irrational talks by exploiting such a massive
human tragedy.

TREAT OTHERS AS THE WAY
YOU WANT TO BE TREATED 

Anti-Covid protests 
flare up in China

N utritionists will tell you
to eat a rainbow of fruit

and vegetables. This isn't just be-
cause it looks nice on the plate.
Each colour signifies different
nutrients our body needs. The
nutrients found in plant foods
are broadly referred to as phy-
tonutrients. There are at least
5,000 known phytonutrients, and
probably many more. So what
does each colour do for our body
and our overall health?

Red
Red fruits and vegetables are

coloured by a type of phytonu-
trient called "carotenoids" (in-
cluding ones named lycopene,
flavones and quercetin but the
names aren't as important as
what they do). These
carotenoids are found in toma-
toes, apples, cherries, watermel-
on, red grapes, strawberries and
capsicum. These carotenoids
are known as antioxidants. You
will have heard this name be-
fore, but you might not remem-
ber what it means. It has some-
thing to do with "free radicals",
which you've also probably
heard of before.

Free radicals are formed nat-
urally in our body as a byprod-
uct of all our usual bodily
processes such as breathing and
moving, but they also come from
UV light exposure, smoking, air-
pollutants and industrial chemi-
cals. Free radicals are unstable
molecules that can damage pro-
teins, cell membranes and DNA
in our body. This natural but
damaging process is known as
oxidation or oxidative stress.

This contributes to ageing, in-
flammation and diseases includ-
ing cancer and heart disease.
Importantly, antioxidants "mop
up" the free radicals that form in
our body. They stabilise the free
radicals so they no longer cause
damage. Increasing antioxi-
dants in your diet lowers oxida-
tive stress and reduces the risk
of many diseases including
arthritis, type 2 diabetes, heart
disease, stroke and cancer.

Orange
Orange fruits and vegetables

also contain carotenoids, but
slightly different ones to red veg-
gies (including alpha and beta-
carotene, curcuminoids, and
others). These are found in car-
rots, pumpkins, apricots, man-
darins, oranges and turmeric.
Alpha and beta-carotene are
converted to vitamin A in our
bodies, which is important for
healthy eyes and good eyesight.
Vitamin A is also an antioxidant
that can target the parts of your
body made of lipids (or fats)
such as cell membranes. The vi-
tamin A targets the free radicals
building up around our cell
membranes and other areas
made of lipids, reducing the risk
of cancers and heart disease.

Yellow
Yellow fruit and vegetables

also contain carotenoids, but
they also contain other phytonu-
trients including lutein, zeaxan-
thin, meso-zeaxanthin, viola-
xanthin and others. These are
found in apples, pears, bananas,
lemons and pineapple. Lutein,
meso-zeaxanthin and zeaxan-
thin have been shown to be par-
ticularly important for eye
health and can reduce the risk of
age-related macular degenera-
tion, which leads to blurring of
your central vision. These phy-
tonutrients can also absorb UV
light in your eyes, acting like a
sunscreen for the eyes and pro-
tecting them from sun damage.

Green
Green fruits and vegetables

contain many phytonutrients
including chlorophyll (which

you probably remember from
high school biology), catechins,
epigallocatechin gallate, phytos-
terols, nitrates and also an im-
portant nutrient known as fo-
late (or vitamin B9). These are
found in avocados, Brussels
sprouts, apples, pears, green tea
and leafy vegetables. These also
act as antioxidants and there-
fore have the benefits as de-
scribed above for red veggies.
But this group also provides im-
portant benefits in keeping your
blood vessels healthy, by pro-
moting something called "va-
sodilation".

These phytonutrients help
make our blood vessels more
elastic and flexible allowing
them to widen or dilate. This im-
proves blood circulation and re-
duces blood pressure, reducing
our risk of heart and other ves-
sel complications and disease.
Folate is recommended before
pregnancy because it helps re-
duce the risk of neural tube de-
fects (such as spina bifida) in ba-
bies. Folate helps the develop-
ment of the foetal nervous sys-
tem during the first few weeks of
pregnancy, as it has been shown
to promote healthy cell division
and DNA synthesis.

Blue and purple
Blue and purple produce con-

tain other types of phytonutri-
ents including anthocyanins,
resveratrol, tannins and others.
They are found in blackberries,
blueberries, figs, prunes and
purple grapes. Anthocyanins
also have antioxidant properties
and so provide benefits in reduc-
ing the risk of cancer, heart dis-
ease and stroke, as explained
under red fruit and veg. More re-
cent evidence has indicated they
may also provide improvements
in memory. It is thought this oc-
curs by improving signalling be-
tween brain cells and making it
easier for the brain to change
and adapt to new information
(known as brain plasticity).

Brown and white
Brown and white fruits and

vegetables are coloured by a

group of phytonutrients known
as "flavones", this includes api-
genin, luteolin, isoetin and oth-
ers. These are found in foods
such as garlic, potatoes and ba-
nanas. Another phytonutrient
found in this colour of vegeta-
bles, particularly in garlic, is al-
licin. Allicin has been shown to
have anti-bacterial and anti-
viral properties. Most of this re-
search is still at the lab-bench
and not many clinical trials
have been done in humans, but
lab-based studies have found it
reduces microorganisms when
grown under laboratory condi-
tions. Allicin has also been
found in systematic reviews to
normalise high blood pressure
by promoting dilation of the
blood vessels.

How can I get more 
veggies in my diet?

Coloured fruit and vegetables,
and also herbs, spices, legumes
and nuts provide us with a
plethora of phytonutrients.
Promoting a rainbow of fruit
and vegetables is a simple strate-
gy to maximise health benefits
across all age groups. However
most of us don't get the recom-
mended amount of fruit and
vegetables each day. Here are
some tips to improve your in-
take:
1. When doing your fruit and

vegetable shopping, include
a rainbow of colours in your
shopping basket (frozen va-
rieties are absolutely fine)

2. Try some new fruit and veg-
etables you haven't had be-
fore. The internet has tips on
many different ways to cook
veggies

3. Buy different colours of the
fruit and vegetables you nor-
mally eat like apples, grapes,
onions and lettuces

4. Eat the skins, as the phytonu-
trients may be present in the
skin in higher amounts

5. Don't forget herbs and spices
also contain phytonutrients,
add them to your cooking as
well (they also make vegeta-
bles more appealing.)

What are fruits & vegetables colour do for our overall health?

Kajal Chatterjee

S oma Hazra Das.
Certainly not a face in

the crowd by any yardstick:
but she richly deserves kudos
for her impeccable self-respect
and sense of honour. Far from
remaining ashamed of her
work as a supplier of spices to
the roadside shops and ven-
dors selling fritters, she has
lodged a police complaint
against a group of protesting
job aspirants who had fried
fritters in public while de-
manding government jobs in
Central Kolkata.

The job aspirants have every
moral right to express their
grievance against the
Government in a peaceful
mode or dream of a desk-ori-
ented job; but hold absolutely
no right to demean people as-
sociated with frying and sell-
ing fritters on the road. They
have every freedom to not opt
for frying and selling fritters
on road; but through which au-

dacity can the protesting youth
brigade dare to assault the sen-
timents of the much hard-
working fritter vendors who
perform their honest work
throughout the year in harsh-
est conditions on roads brav-
ing various weather-related ad-
versities.

However, this assault upon
the sentiments of fritter ven-
dors is hardly surprising as
the protesting job aspirants
have drawn "inspiration" from
their "blue-blooded" brethrens
all across the country! If doc-
tors are often seen to "sell" po-
tatoes on road while protest-
ing against any issue, many
"high profile" degree attainers
have been seen to polish shoes
on road while protesting
against reservation policies
and quota system.

It is a high time stern ques-
tion that needs to be asked :-
how can they denigrate a cer-
tain profession as "not re-
spectable enough" with any as-
sociation with it "deserving

contempt". Who has decided
that only those who are well
versed in English or have land-
ed government jobs in offices
or made a fortune in glam-
orous business qualify to pos-
sess "dignity".

In this context I get remind-
ed of an otherwise very clean
sober cultured Bangla film
named 'Chadmabeshi' (which
was remade in Hindi by
Hrisikesh Mukherjee --
"Chupke Chupke"). In the
Bangla version of the film, the
hero (professor of Botany)
takes the garb of a driver and
takes an appointment in the
home of his wife's brother-in-
law (advocate) so as to fool or
test the intelligence of the lat-
ter.

In the meantime his wife
comes to visit her sister and
brother-in-law. Thereafter one
fine morning the hero ran
away with his wife which
seemed to all others that the
"driver has eloped with the sis-
ter-in-law of the advocate". In

that comic situation of the
film, a very popular song got
enacted with the lyrics sug-
gesting --- "Oh what a matter of
shame, a girl of a Bhadralok
family has eloped with a driv-
er". Earlier I used to enjoy this
song very much, but now an
intense distaste fills my soul
whenever I hear the lyrics.
That means a driver and
Bhadralok cannot be synony-
mous terms. Bhadralok means
gentleman.

So a driver cannot be a gen-
tleman.Being Bhadralok is
perhaps the monopoly of per-
sons of high degree and posi-
tions only. In my two decades
of service, one of the most
gentle persons I have come
across happens to be a driver
named Mr.Naskar. His son is
an engineer. His grandson is
now an 8 year old boy. Now if
that boy hears this song; he
will "at last understand" that
while his father is a
Bhadralok, his grandfather is
not! Why? Because he was a

driver.
Actually vulgar class-con-

sciousness among the Indians
have "given birth" to such an
ugly mindset, thereby remain-
ing ignorant of the noble hu-
manitarian concept of "digni-
ty of labour". A person should
be judged through his values,
ethics, principle honesty, hard
work and contribution to-
wards the society; not through
his job status or work profile.

I wonder what would our
"elite" or "elite-minded" citi-
zens do if all the drivers, cob-
blers, vendors, rickshaw/van
pullers, plumbers, mechanics,
washermen , sweepers, clean-
ers ayahs sentries or app-
based food suppliers halt work
for just a single day all across
the country. If the hardwork-
ing honest relentless toilers of
our land are not bestowed
with entitled respect and hon-
our ; the least the "elite" sector
can do is to please refrain itself
from making a mockery of
their profession.

AWARD EQUAL DIGNITY TO ALL FORMS OF LABOUR 

EVANGELINE MANTZIORIS
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Over 5000 experts
visit Duroply pavilion

Lucknow: Duroply
has received an excel-
lent response from the
building material in-
dustry at its activation
centre at the Lucknow
Architecture Festival
2022. This was held at
Ekana Stadium from
November 04 - 06, 2022.
Over 500 architects,
interior designers,
and building material
experts visited
Duroply’s pavilion.
Experts learnt about
the premium range of
plywood products
from Duroply and
how these make the
home and office interi-
ors outlive genera-
tions. Kuldeep Tiwari,
Branch Head,
Lucknow Region,
Duroply, said, “We are
committed to seeing
UP also embrace the
premium range of
Decorative Veneers
from Duroply so that
the interior of homes,
office complexes, ho-
tels, hospitals, build-
ing complexes, and
other residential and
commercial spaces
will be enhanced by
Duro Nature’s
Signature Veneers.
Excellent response to
our Pavilion is a testi-
mony to Duroply’s
trust that we have
built over decades.”

Godrej Properties
New Delhi: Godrej
Properties expects to
launch a luxury hous-
ing project at Ashok
Vihar in the national
capital in March quar-
ter and is eyeing Rs
8,000 crore of sales
revenue from this
property. It had in
February 2020 ac-
quired a nearly 27-acre
land in the national
capital for Rs 1,359
crore to develop a lux-
ury housing project.

IDBI Bank 
New Delhi: IDBI
Bank will continue to
operate as an ‘Indian
private sector bank’
after its strategic sale
and the government’s
residual 15 per cent
stake in the lender
post privatisation will
be considered as ‘pub-
lic shareholding’, the
finance ministry said
on Sunday.

Gateway Distriparks
Mumbai: Integrated
inter-modal logistics
operator Gateway
Distriparks has plans
to invest at least Rs 500
crore by the fiscal
year 2025 to fuel its
growth plans, includ-
ing expansion of rail
vertical, among oth-
ers. With a greenfield
inland container
depot coming up at
Jaipur and the acqui-
sition of an ICD ter-
minal at Kashipur,
which is expected to
be completed next
months, GDL is look-
ing to add a total of
five ICDs by FY25,
company’s chairman
and Managing
Director Prem Kishan
Dass Gupta has said.

Indian pharma
Hyderabad:
Pharmaceutical ex-
ports from India regis-
tered a growth of 4.22
per cent to reach USD
14.57 billion during
the April-October.
Udaya Bhaskar,
Director General of
Pharmaceuticals
Export Promotion
Council of India
(Pharmexcil) which is
an organisation under
the Ministry of
Commerce, said he
was hopeful of ending
the current fiscal at
around USD 27 billion
as against USD 24.62
billion during the last
financial year.

INDIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 

Visitors on the last day of the India International Trade Fair (IITF), at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Sunday, Nov. 27.

GULMARG SKI RESORT

Tourists at Gulmarg ski resort, in Jammu and Kashmir.

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

Miners’ body FIMI has
sought withdrawal of ex-
port duty on bauxite, stat-
ing that the move will lead
to optimum utilisation of
low-grade mineral re-
sources as it will expedite
reopening of closed baux-
ite mines, create jobs and
earn foreign exchange.

Bauxite is the principal
ore of aluminum and
therefore the mineral is
the essential raw material
for aluminium producers.

“The export duty of 15
per cent on bauxite is
detrimental to the Indian
non- metallurgical bauxite
producers and ex-
porters...This Federation
therefore request for com-
plete withdrawal of export
duty on exports of baux-
ite,” FIMI said in its pre-
Budget proposals to the fi-
nance ministry. India, it
said, is not only self-suffi-
cient in meeting its re-

quirement but has huge
potential to be a major
player in the international
bauxite market.

Domestic alumina and
aluminum producers have
their own captive mines or
meet their requirement
from mines located in east-
ern and central parts of
the country, which contain
plant grade bauxite.

On the other hand,
bauxite deposits occur-
ring in the country’s west
coast (low in alumina con-
tent and high in silica) are
technically not suitable
and economically unvi-
able for the
refiners/smelters in the
country. However, such
non-plant grade bauxite is
accepted in certain coun-
tries on account of the
paucity of the mineral and
availability of technology
for using low-grade baux-

ite. Effectively, exporting
the sub-par non-plant
grade bauxite from the
country’s west coast leads
to generating direct and
indirect employment for
more than 50,000 labour-
ers, principally in the
Jamnagar/Porbandar re-
gion of Gujarat.

It also leads to the vi-
brant economic ecosystem
for local communities,
stevedores and other relat-
ed ancillary industries,
FIMI added.

This generates revenue
for the exchequer in the
form of royalties, port
dues, and taxes, besides
contributing to earning of
foreign exchange and re-
ducing the skewed trade
deficit. Since availability
of low-grade bauxite is
much more than the do-
mestic demand in the
country, the same was
being exported, particular-
ly from Maharashtra and
Gujarat coastal regions.

FIMI seeks withdrawal 
of export duty on bauxite

 Budget 2023-24

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

India Inc has begun to
feel the adverse impact of
RBI’s interest rate hikes of
190 basis points in the cur-
rent financial year, indus-
try body CII said on
Sunday, as it urged the cen-
tral bank to consider mod-
erating the pace of its mon-
etary tightening ahead of
the forthcoming policy.
CII’s analysis of results of
2,000-odd companies in the
second quarter (July-
September 2022) shows
that both the top-line and
bottom-line has moderated
on sequential and annual
basis. Thus, moderation in
pace of monetary tighten-
ing is the need of the hour,
it argued. According to CII,
domestic demand is recov-

ering well as mirrored by
the performance of a host
of high-frequency indica-
tors. However, the prevail-
ing global ‘polycrisis’ is
likely to impinge on India’s
growth prospects too.

“Given the headwinds to
domestic growth mainly
emanating from the global
uncertainties, the RBI
should consider moderat-
ing the pace of its mone-
tary tightening from the
earlier 50 basis points,” the
industry body stated.

While CII is cognisant of
the fact that RBI’s interest
rate hikes of 190 basis
points so far in this fiscal
have been warranted to
tame inflationary pres-
sures, the corporate sector
has now started to feel its
adverse impact, it said.

However, given the sticky
core inflation at around the
6 per cent mark, the RBI
could consider hiking the
key interest rates by an ad-
ditional 25 to 35 basis
points to tame inflation, it
suggested. It pointed out
that notwithstanding the
recent moderation noted in
CPI headline print in
October 2022, inflation con-
tinues to remain outside
RBI’s target range for 10
consecutive months. With
a yawning gap existing be-
tween credit and deposit
growth, an additional rate
hike will incentivise
savers, thus providing an
impetus to deposit growth
and help narrow the credit-
deposit wedge, the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) said.

CII urges RBI to moderate
pace of interest rates hikes

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  2277::  

Building a home is a daunting
task involving significant chal-
lenges like budget, plot size,
house plans, choice of building
materials, and many more. To
address these tasks and deliver
an engaging customer experi-
ence, Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd.,
India’s fifth-largest cement
group in terms of capacity hav-
ing over fifty-plus products in
cement, ready-mix concrete,
and modern building materials,
launched NuvoNirmaan – the
first direct-to-customer home
assist app. This is an all-in-one
digital platform that covers a
wide range of information and
points of guidance throughout
the stages of home building
and construction, with mini-
mum turnaround time and min-
imum dependence. On the App

launch, Madhumita Basu,
Nuvoco’s Chief Strategy and
Marketing Officer commented,
“ According to several reports,
the Indian Construction Market
is expected to grow more than
10% between 2022 and 2027. A
significant portion of this
growth will be driven by India’s
vast homebuilding community.
Currently, there are limited
digital platforms that cover
and assist them in their home-
building journey. Through
NuvoNirmaan, Nuvoco aims to
fill this void by providing all
customers with access to up-
to-date information and tools
about home building at their
fingertips. The NuvoNirmaan
app aims to engage and simpli-
fy the home-building journey
and help to plan effectively
from execution through com-
pletion.”

Nuvoco launches
‘NuvoNirmaan’

Mumbai, Nov 27:  

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance has launched a
new participating savings
product, ‘ICICI Pru Sukh
Samruddhi,’ which pro-
vides customers with dual
benefits of guaranteed ben-
efits and growth potential
in the form of bonuses.
Besides, the life cover con-
tinues for the entire dura-
tion of the policy, including
the income period, provid-
ing financial security to the
family. This product also
provides a higher maturity
benefit to women cus-
tomers to encourage them
to embark on their saving
journey and achieve finan-
cial independence. To ad-
dress the varied financial
needs of customers, this
long-term saving product

has been made available in
two variants – Income and
Lump sum. The innovative
feature of ‘Savings Wallet’
allows customers to accu-
mulate and grow the in-
come, instead of taking it as
payment. This accumulated
corpus can be withdrawn
from the ‘Savings Wallet’ in
part or in full at any time
during the policy term.
This feature can enable cus-
tomers to meet their chang-
ing financial needs as per
their lifestage.
Furthermore, the unique
‘Save the Date’ feature en-
ables customers to start re-
ceiving income on a date of
their choice. Customers can
choose to receive income on
special dates such as mar-
riage anniversary, spouse’s
birthday, etc., thereby mak-
ing them memorable.

ICICI launches 
new product

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors have rediscovered
their liking for Indian eq-
uities, making a net invest-
ment of Rs 31,630 crore in
November on hopes of an
end to the aggressive rate
hikes, and positivity about
overall macroeconomic
trends.

According to experts,
after remaining net sellers
in August and September,
Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) are un-
likely to be major sellers
going forward.

Rising expectations of
aggressive rate hike cycles
nearing an end on relative-
ly easing inflationary
curve, better than expect-
ed US macroeconomics
data and resilience of the
Indian economy compared

to global counterparts are
also driving FPI inflows.

According to data avail-
able with the depositories,
FPIs invested a net sum of
Rs 31,630 crore in equities
during November 1-25. In
comparison, there was a
net outflow of Rs 8 crore
and Rs 7,624 crore in
October and September,
respectively.

In August, FPIs were net
buyers to the tune of
51,200 crore and they pur-
chased equities worth
nearly Rs 5,000 crore in
July.

Prior to this positive
trend, FPIs remained net
sellers for nine straight
months starting October
2021 amid a continuous
rise in the dollar.

Going ahead, FPI flows
are expected to remain
volatile in the near term

given the geo-political con-
cerns, Shrikant Chouhan,
Head - Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities,
said.

So far this year, the total
outflow by FPIs in equities
stood at Rs 1.37 lakh crore.

The spurt in net inflows
in November could be at-
tributed to recent surge in
equity markets, stability
in the Indian economy
compared to its global
counterparts and stabili-
sation in the rupee,
Morningstar India
Associate Director -
Manager Research
Himanshu Srivastava
said.

In a reflection of bullish
market sentiments,
Sensex and Nifty scaled
lifetime highs for the sec-
ond straight session on
November 25.

FPIs flock to Indian mkt; buy
shares worth Rs 31,630 cr in Nov

Bengaluru, Nov 27 (PTI):

The Ola Uber Drivers
and Owners’ Association
(OUDOA) and the au-
torickshaw drivers linked
with the ride-hailing com-
panies are apprehensive
about the five per cent con-
venience fee and Goods
and Services Tax levied on
every autorickshaw ride
taken up by passengers.

The Karnataka govern-
ment on November 25 di-
rected the regional trans-
port authorities to charge
five per cent convenience
fee and GST from the ride
hailing companies on each
autorickshaw ride by the
passengers.

OUDOA president
Tanveer Pasha blamed the
state government for not
presenting the case prop-

erly before the Karnataka
High Court.

The government should
have brought an amend-
ment to the Karnataka On-
Demand Transportation
Technology Aggregators’
Rules because there is no
provision for autorick-

shaw in it, Pasha told PTI.
“If they (transport depart-
ment) had given proper in-
formation to the court,
then the court would have
directed the government
to bring an amendment to
the rule,” he said. Pasha
also alleged that the trans-

port department did not
take on board the Regional
Transport Authority,
Bengaluru Urban district,
whose chairman is the
deputy commissioner of
Bengaluru Urban district
while passing the direc-
tion.

In the existing scheme
of things, the charge for
every kilometre while rid-
ing an autorickshaw is Rs
15. Adding the five per cent
convenience fee with GST
on per kilometre ride in
Bengaluru would cost
about 80 paise, Pasha was
apprehensive that the ag-
gregators may find ways
to increase it. The mini-
mum charge fixed by the
government for autorick-
shaw rides is Rs 30 and the
per kilometre fare above
that is Rs 15.

Ola, Uber drivers fret over 5 pc 
convenience fee on each autorickshaw ride

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Suman Bery on
Sunday expressed concern
over the revival of Old
Pension Scheme by some
states, saying it would bur-
den future taxpayers at a
time when India needs to
focus on fiscal prudence
and promoting sustained
growth. In an interview to
PTI, Bery also underlined
the need for enhancing
capital expenditure and
creating a space for the
private sector through fis-
cal consolidation.

“I am slightly more wor-
ried about the return to
the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS). I think that is more
of a concern because the
cost will be borne by fu-
ture taxpayers and citi-

zens, not the present,” he
said. The OPS, under
which the entire pension
amount was given by the
government, was discon-
tinued by the NDA govern-
ment in 2003 from April 1,
2004. Under the new pen-
sion scheme, employees
contribute 10 per cent of
their basic salary towards
pension while the state
government contributes 14
per cent. “I think political

parties have to exercise
discipline, since we are all
working for a common
cause of growth of the
Indian economy, and for
India to become a devel-
oped economy, you know
the long-term (objectives)
needs to be balanced
against the short-term (ob-
jectives),” Bery said. Two
Congress-ruled states,
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, have al-
ready decided to imple-
ment OPS while BJP-ruled
Himachal Pradesh has
promised to restore the
scheme if voted to power
in the state.

Jharkhand too has de-
cided to revert to OPS,
while Aam Aadmi Party-
ruled Punjab recently ap-
proved the reimplementa-
tion of OPS.

NITI Aayog VC expresses concern
over revival of old pension scheme

ACROSS

1. Faction

5. Relieve

9. Acts

14. ____ code

15. Blemish

16. Actress ____ DeGeneres

17. Male sheep

18. Large food fish

19. Greek philosopher

20. Began

22. Tardier

23. Antiseptic

25. Before, in verse

26. Redecorated

30. Camp bed

31. Upright

32. “War and ____”

34. Actor’s signal

37. Fabric fuzz

38. Final inning, usually

39. Cat’s sound

40. However

41. ____ of humor

42. Freight

43. Shoe front

44. Brawls

45. Forty winks

48. Legislated

51. Dodge

53. Objected

58. Framed (2 wds.)

59. Yearn

60. Gone

61. Warble

62. Sly glance

63. Bestow

64. Mink wrap

65. Blunders

66. Mellowed

DOWN

1. Eastern garment

2. Tehran’s land

3. ____ Moore of “Ghost”

4. Sunrise location

5. Landed property

6. Sharp

7. More sensible

8. Wipe out

9. Exhaust

10. ____ Fitzgerald of jazz

11. Thrill

12. Hinder

13. Night sound

21. Doesn’t exist

24. ____ Ness

26. Depend

27. Buffalo’s lake

28. Small depression

29. Nov. preceder

32. Hawaiian export

33. Naval officer (abbr.)

34. Heal

35. Impulse

36. Greek Cupid

38. Sign gas

39. Friend

41. Church spire

42. Hand over

44. Parking timers

45. Birds’ abodes

46. Ward off

47. Deck’s kin

49. Town’s announcer

50. Photocopier liquid

52. Monotonous

54. Epic

55. Tiny branch

56. Roof overhang

57. Colored
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I n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, characters will
be seen competing. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa track,
Yashoda shares, “A kid-
napper enters Yashoda's
(Neha Josi) home. Suresh
(Sunil Dutt) stops
Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) because he
believes Krishna is at-
tempting to flee from the
house. Arvind tells every-
one that Krishna was at-
tempting to catch the
thief, but no one believes
him. Krishna gets upset
and recalls her late moth-
er Mala (Nidhi Uttam).
Ashok hears Krishna
from the outside room
and is extremely sad-
dened. Suresh goes to the
police station the next day
to file a report against
Krishna for attempting to
steal from the house,
frightening Krishna.
Ashok on the other hand
tries to convince the
Police inspector that
Krishna is innocent. Will
he be able to save Krishna
from the false accusa-
tion?” About &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
track, Daroga Happu

Singh shares, “A soap
salesman approaches
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
and informs her of a con-
test in which she can win
two tickets to Rishikesh
for a vacation. Rajesh is
excited, but she does not
have any money.
So, she borrows some
money from Katori
Amma (Himani Shivpuri)
to buy the soap and par-
ticipate in the contest.
Beni (Vishwanath
Chaterjee) invests in the
soap as well, hoping to

win the prize. However,
Rajesh gets lucky and
wins the prize, leaving
Beni enraged. Rajesh in-
structs Happu (Yogesh
Tripathi) to accompany
her to Rishikesh so that
they can spend quality
time together. Katori
Amma, on the other
hand, tells Happu that it
is her age to visit
Rishikesh and bathe in
the holy river Ganga.
Rajesh gets enraged upon
hearing this and informs
her that she has won the

prize, so she will travel to
Hrishikesh. Katori
Amma reminds her of
lending money to partici-
pate in the contest and
convinces her that she is
the true winner. Will
Rajesh be able to convince
Happu to accompany her
to Rishikesh?”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

&TV characters will 
be seen competing & TV’s Gharelu

Comedy Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan is one of the
most loved comedy shows
on Indian television. The
show narrates the es-
capades of Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi),
his Dabangg Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak),
an obstinate mother,
Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri), and his nine
notorious children, based
out of Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. During their re-
cent visit to Varanasi to
attend Dev Deepawali cel-
ebrations, the immensely
popular Jodi from the
show Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) and
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
sought blessings from
Lord Shiva at the world-
famous Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir.

Kamna Pathak, aka
Rajesh Singh, shared, “I
am a huge Lord Shiva
bhakt. So when I landed
in Shiv Nagri, Varanasi,
visiting the famous Kashi
Vishwanath temple was
one of the top things on
my checklist.

The moment I saw it, I
was amazed by its beauty.
I had heard so many
things about this temple,
and experiencing it for
the first time was truly
memorable. On the day of

Dev Deepawali, we went
on a boat ride exploring
various ghats. And the
moment we crossed the
temple, I got so excited
that waiting for the next
day became very difficult.

It is already marvellous
architecture, but the deco-
rations during the festival
made me feel as if I were
in another world connect-
ed to the ghats. I was de-
lighted that we got this op-

portunity to visit the tem-
ple at the most auspicious
time. It truly felt like a
destined invitation from
Lord Shiva, and I felt so
connected to him the mo-
ment I entered to take his
blessings. It was a surreal
moment.

This visit ignites
strength, optimism, calm-
ness, and devotion in me.
It is believed that Kashi
Vishwanath, Lord Shiva,
is endowed with innumer-
able auspicious attrib-
utes, and people who wor-
ship him are granted
their desires.

It was the first time I
visited Kashi Vishwanath
and the city, and I could
never get enough of it.
People in the temple in-
stantly recognized us and
greeted us with temple
prasad.

I was so overwhelmed
by their love and affec-
tion. It is one experience I
will cherish and remem-
ber for a long time, and I
will keep coming back
here to explore more."

Catch Yogesh
Tripathi as Daroga
Happu Singh and
Kamna Pathak as
Rajesh Singh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
airing every Monday to
Friday at 10:00 pm!

Memorable ‘Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir’ darshan

SS ony Entertainment
Television’s much-

loved show, Mere Sai
Shraddha Aur Saburi has
been focusing on the moral
principles that one must
uphold to have a holistic
existence as a human being
through Sai Baba’s ideolo-
gies and teachings. In the
upcoming track, the show
will unveil the 5 ripu (ene-
mies) that a person pos-
sesses and how Sai baba
helps in overcoming the
same through a story of a
15-year-old boy named
Subhash inspired by Sai-
Satcharitra. Acing numerous
roles across television and
films, especially in the his-
torical and mythological
genres, popular child artist
Krish Chauhan will be seen
essaying the role of

Subhash.
Talking about his character,
Krish shares, “Subhash is a
very special character for
me as he has multiple lay-
ers. He is like any other
teenager but has a lot of
ego in him when it comes to
wealth as feels that money
can buy anything. Subhash
is very full of himself and
always wants to win. He
loves his family, especially
his grandfather who is visu-
ally impaired and his main
aim is to fulfil his grandfa-
ther’s wish to see him. Will
Subhash be able to bring
back his grandfather’s
vision with his wealth or
will he learn a lesson from
it? Keep watching Mere Sai
to know what happens
next.” Elated to be a part of
the show, he shares, “My

whole family and I are Sai
Baba devotees, and this
show feels like a blessing
from him. I have done
numerous shows, but I
always wanted to be a part
of Mere Sai. Everyone in the
show is very warm and wel-
coming and I had this great
opportunity to share the
screen with Tushar ji who is
a phenomenal actor and
even a beautiful human
being. I am really happy to
be a part of such a wonder-
ful show and I am looking
forward to this new journey
with Mere Sai.”

WWaattcchh  KKrriisshh  CChhaauuhhaann  aass
SSuubbhhaasshh  iinn  MMeerree  SSaaii
SShhrraaddddhhaa  aauurr  SSaabbuurrii  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  77
ppmm  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn

Krish Chauhan to essay the role of
Subhash in ‘Mere Sai Shraddha aur Saburi’

A ctor Avinash
Tiwary, who plays

the role of gangster
Chandan Mahto in the
streaming series 'Khakee:
The Bihar Chapter',
shared that it's essential
for actors not to judge
their characters to bring
out their essence. To play
characters with negative
shade, it's important to
understand their motiva-
tion and the situations
that push them to the
edge, in Avinash's opin-
ion. Talking about how
he approached his part in
the show, the actor said:
"A lot of understanding
of Chandan's character
was tied to getting his
psyche right. We worked
extensively on his back-
story. When you play a
character like this, it is
important to keep aside
all moral compunctions
one might have as a per-
son towards the man and
approach it purely as an
actor. You have to put
yourself in his shoes, un-
derstand his motivation,
essentially find a way to
relate to him. It wasn't
easy and took a whole lot
of rewiring of the mind."

The series is based on
IPS officer Amit Lodha's
book 'Bihar Diaries', and
follows the tussle be-
tween two men on oppo-
site sides of the law - one
a dreaded gang lord
(played by Avinash) and
the other a fiercely up-
right Indian Police
Service officer Amit
Lodha (played by Karan

Tacker). It has been shot
in extremely trying cir-
cumstances in
Jharkhand and Bihar
across multiple Covid
waves

Talking about honing
the diction and the accent
for playing this character,
the actor further men-
tioned: "I hail from Bihar,
so getting the milieu, set-
ting, the diction and ac-
cent right wasn't hard for
me. In fact, elders in my
family had ample stories
about the men who
picked up the gun to kill
and more often than not,
their stories are rooted in
deep personal pain, social
injustice and wrongs
done to them. I had a
thoroughly enjoyable
time bringing on screen
this character who might
seem demonic but what
makes him that was a
thrill to bring out as an
actor!

'Khakee: The Bihar
Chapter', created and
written by Neeraj
Pandey of 'A
Wednesday' fame, is
currently available to
stream on OTT plat-
form Netflix.

Avinash Tiwary feels
actors should not

judge their characters
BB ollywood actress Kajol

has revealed that Ajay
Devgn, who has been play-
ing different characters on
screen, is in real life, a love-
ly husband who cooks deli-
cious food.
Kajol will be seen gracing
the special episode - '30
Years of Kajol' this weekend
along with actor Vishal
Jethwa on Zee TV's Sa Re
Ga Ma Pa. During the shoot,
the special guest Kajol
made the interesting revela-
tion about her husband Ajay
Devgn. When Bharti asked
Kajol about Ajay's cooking
skills and her favourite dish
that Ajay cooks, Kajol
revealed: "As unbelievable
as it may seem, Ajay loves
cooking. We often say that
some people have taste in
their hands, Ajay is one of
those cooks you know, who
prepares any dish and it
turns out to be delicious."
"Cooking is something Ajay
enjoys very much, and he
shuts the door of the
kitchen when he is cooking.
Even when he is cooking, he
doesn't share his recipes or
what he is preparing. He
often cooks amazing
Khichdi for me and that is
his specialty."

Kajol
reveals  Ajay Devgn is a

fabulous cook, has

quirks in the kitchen

BB ollywood actor Vivek
Anand Oberoi, who plays

a cop in the recently released
streaming show 'Dharavi
Bank', is very mindful of por-
traying the men in uniform in
their true spirit and believes
that it is important to render a
sense of dignity to the roles of
righteous cops. The actor
shared that it was important to
not play the part in a caricatur-
ish fashion. Talking about the
same, the actor told IANS: "It is
important to dignify men in
uniform. It's a noble profession
that commands respect from
the artistic community. As
writers, creators and even in
the audience, we need to make
the extra effort to get it right
on screen. I wanted to bring in
gravitas to the part. I
researched extensively and
spoke to my friends who are
cops about their experiences,
their challenges." Having been
around men in uniform and
been friends with them, the
actor was insistent that he
plays it as authentically as pos-
sible. "In the end every fiction
series is indeed a dramatic
retelling but it is upon the actor
to ensure it's as close to reality
as possible. 

Vivek Oberoi on his 

'Dharavi Bank' role: 

Dignity men in uniform

is important

A c t r e s s - d i r e c t o r
Revathy, who is

awaiting the release of her
upcoming directorial
'Salaam Venky', which
stars Kajol and Vishal
Jethwa, has shared how
Bollywood superstar
Aamir Khan came on-
board for the film.

The film is about a DMD
(Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy) patient (played by
Vishal), who strives to live
to the fullest and how his
mother (essayed by Kajol)
does everything in her ca-
pacity to make it better for
her son.

Recollecting how Aamir
got associated with the
film, Revathy told IANS:
"People often call Aamir a
perfectionist and there's a
reason behind that. He has
cultivated that image and
earned the title because of
his dedication and unique
perspective to stories. For
'Salaam Venky' too, when I
approached Aamir, he first
asked for his scene to get a
sense of what his charac-
ter brings to the story."

She further mentioned
that it was only after he
read the scene, he pro-
gressed towards the next
stage - the script and the
overarching narrative of
the film.

"Once he read his part
and sketched the charac-
ter through broad strokes,

he heard the entire narra-
tion and then added his in-
puts. He has his own style
of working and it was
pleasant to see his process.
Once on sets, he knocked it
out of the park with his
precise portrayal of the
character. Being an actress
myself, it was refreshing
to see such a process."

'Salaam Venky' lands
in theatres on December
9, 2022.

Revathy reveals how 
Aamir Khan came onboard

for ‘Salaam Venky’
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Doha, Nov 27:

Costa Rica were able
to put behind their hor-
rendous start to the
World Cup and secure a
smash-and-grab win
over Japan on Sunday.

The Asian giants
failed to recreate the
magic from their open-
er against Germany as
Keysher Fuller’s 81st
minute goal handed all
three points to Costa
Rica.

The match got off to
a good start with both
teams playing at a high
tempo and looking for
an early goal. Japan
and Costa Rica quickly
settled into the game
and weren’t looking to
give away any loose
balls in the midfield as
the pace also slowed
down.

Japan was on the
front foot for a short
time as they started
stitching together
moves close to the
Costa Rica box, but
Keylor Navas in goal
wasn’t tested.

We started to see a
few mistakes creep in
from both sides in mid-
field as they struggled
to keep hold of the ball
and were exchanging

possession with each
other. Costa Rica final-
ly put together a good
move in the 34th
minute as they at-
tacked the Japan box
and were able to feed a
pass into Joel
Campbell. However, the
striker’s shot was high
and wide. That was the
last meaningful action
in the half as the first
45 minutes came to an

end.
Japan ringed in the

changes before the sec-
ond half started as
Takuma Asano, the
hero against Germany,
and Junya Ito came on
to the field in place of
Ayasa Ueda and
Nagatomo.

There was an instant
change to the style of
play by Japan as they
registered two shots on

target quickly after the
restart and started the
better of the two sides.

In the 63rd minute,
Soma unleashed a shot
from a freekick just
outside the box but it
went above the cross-
bar as Japan kept the
pressure up.

The Asian giants
kept on peppering the
Costa Rican box and
Kamada almost got his
head onto a ball from
the right-hand side in
the 76th minute to give
Japan the lead.

These missed
chances would come to
haunt Japan as Fuller
gave Costa Rica the
lead in the 80th minute
as the Asian side lost
the ball just outside the
box.

Japan would then
turn up the heat and
had a perfect chance
for an equalizer as
Navas made two cru-
cial saves to preserve
the 1-0 lead.

Six minutes were
added on in the end,
but Japan failed to cre-
ate anything meaning-
ful during the time as
Costa Rica remained
resolute and got the
win to keep their World
Cup dream alive.

Lusail (Qatar), Nov 27 (AP):

Lionel Messi came up
with another crucial goal
for Argentina in a 2-0 win
over Mexico on Sunday
that ignited the team’s
World Cup chances.

Messi took a touch from
Angel Di Maria’s pass
across the face of the area
and drove a low shot from
25 meters (yards) into the
bottom corner in the 64th
minute.

He ran towards
Argentina’s fans with his
arms outstretched before
getting mobbed by his ju-
bilant teammates. He
looked emotional as he
grabbed and shook his jer-
sey, then blew a kiss to the
crowd before whirling his
arms.

Substitute Enzo
Fernandez added a second
goal in the 87th minute.

Argentina bounced
back from a shocking 2-1
loss to Saudi Arabia in its
opening match. The team
is in second place in
Group C ahead of its last
match against Poland on
Wednesday and might
need to win it to advance.

The 35-year-old Messi is
likely playing in his last
World Cup, which is the
only major title missing
from his collection.

It was an eighth World
Cup goal for Messi the

same number scored in
the tournament by rival
Cristiano Ronaldo and
also Diego Maradona, the
Argentina great with
whom he is so often com-
pared. For some, Messi
needs to win the World
Cup to join the ranks of
Pele and Maradona as soc-
cer’s greatest ever players.

Thanks to this win, it
could still happen.

Until his goal, Messi
was enduring a frustrat-
ing match, finding him-
self with two defenders on
him each time he received
the ball. Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni made five
changes from the Saudi
Arabia game in a bid to in-

ject some more energy
into the team but they ini-
tially made little differ-
ence.

The momentum of the
game changed completely
after Messi’s goal, his 93rd
in internationals and his
second of the tournament
after a penalty against
Saudi Arabia.

Keysher Fuller helps Costa
Rica secure win over Japan

Messi leads Argentina to 2-0
win over Mexico at World Cup

Costa Rica’s Keysher Fuller celebrates after scoring his
side’s opening goal during the World Cup, group E soc-
cer match between Japan and Costa Rica, at the
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan , Qatar, Sunday.

Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi (R) fights for the ball with Mexico’s defender
#23 Jesus Gallardo (C) during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match
between Argentina and Mexico at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Doha, Nov 26 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe scored
two goals and put defend-
ing champion France into
the knockout stage of the
World Cup with a 2-1 win
over Denmark on
Saturday.

Mbappe gave his team
the lead in the 61st minute
and then scored the win-
ner in the 86th with his
right thigh as Les Bleus
became the first team to
advance to the round of
16.

The France forward
swapped passes with Theo
Hernandez down the left
flank and poked the ball
past Denmark goalkeeper
Kasper Schmeichel for the
first goal. He then jumped
acrobatically to guide in
the second after a cross
from Antoine Griezmann.

Denmark defender
Andreas Christensen
equalised for his team
with a header in the 68th.

Mbappe scored four
goals when France won
the World Cup four years
ago, including one in the
final. He now has 31 goals

for France, moving him
one ahead of Just
Fontaine the all-time lead-
ing scorer at a single
World Cup with 13 goals at
the 1958 tournament.

France beat
Australia 4-1 in its
opening game while

the Danes drew 0-0
with Tunisia. The

Aussies beat Tunisia 1-0
earlier Saturday.

With Ballon d’Or win-
ner Karim Benzema miss-
ing from the tournament
with a leg injury, Mbappe
has taken charge. He has
14 goals in his past 12
games for France, includ-
ing three so far in Qatar.

The Danes beat France
twice this year in the
Nations League but
looked tame in attack at
Stadium 974 on the rare
occasions they even got
near France’s penalty
area. Central defender
Raphael Varane returned
to France’s defense for his
first game since sustain-
ing a hamstring injury

playing for
Manchester United

on Oct. 11.

Mbappe scores 2, France
reaches knockout stage

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  NNoovv  2277  ((PPTTII)):: Blake
Govers slammed a hat-trick as
Australia routed India 7-4 in the
high-scoring second hockey Test
here on Sunday. Indian skipper
Harmanpreet Singh led by exam-
ple to give them the early advan-
tage when he converted a penalty
in the third minute. But their joy
was short-lived as the
Kookaburras bounced back with

Govers and Jack Welch leading
the goal spree. Having scored the
winning goals in their close 5-4
victory in the first Test here on
Saturday, Govers was once again
in the thick of action. He scored
his goals in the 12th, 27th and
53rd minute respectively, while
Welch struck a brace in the 17th
and 24th minute. Jake Whetton
(48th) and Jacob Anderson (49th)

were the other goal scorers for
the Kookaburras as they extended
their winning streak over India to
12 matches. Hardik Singh (25th)
and Mohammed Raheel (penalty
36th) struck the other two goals
for India, while Harmanpreet
completed his brace in the final
minute (60th) of the match. The
third match of the series will be
played on Wednesday.

Govers slams hat-trick as
Australia rout India 7-4

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

The legendary PT Usha
is set to become the first
woman president of
Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) as she
emerged as the lone candi-
date for the top post for the
December 10 elections.

The 58-year-old Usha, a
multiple Asian Games
gold medallists and a
fourth-place finisher in
the 1984 Olympics 400m
hurdles final, filed her
nomination papers for the
top job on Sunday, along
with 14 others from her
team for the various posts.

The deadline to file
nomination papers for the
IOA elections ended on
Sunday. IOA elections re-
turning officer Umesh
Sinha did not receive any
nominations on Friday
and Saturday but 24 candi-
dates filed nominations
for various posts on
Sunday.

There will be contests
for one post of vice presi-
dent (female), joint secre-
tary (female). There were
12 candidates in the fray
for four executive council

members.
The IOA polls will be

held to elect one president,
one senior vice-president,
two vice-presidents (one
male and one female), one
treasurer, two joint secre-
taries (one male and one
female), six other
Executive Council mem-
bers, out of which two
(one male and one female)
shall be from the elected
SOMs.

Two members of the
Executive Council (one
male and one female) will
be the Athletes’
Commission representa-
tives.

PT Usha set to get elected
as IOA chief unopposed

Hamilton, Nov 27 (PTI):

The elegant Shubman
Gill and the marauding
Suryakumar Yadav
briefly entertained a size-
able Sunday crowd before
inclement weather yet
again played spoilsport
and forced abandonment
of the second ODI be-
tween India and New
Zealand, here Sunday.
India were 89 for 1 in 12.5
overs when a second stop-
page sealed the fate of the
game as there was no pos-
sibility of having a mini-
mum 20-over per side
match within the stipulat-
ed cut-off time.

The match was reduced
to 29-overs-a-side as the
first interruption caused a
four-hour break. India
were 22 for no loss in the
fifth over at that time.

After resumption, the
visitors lost skipper
Shikhar Dhawan (3 off 10
balls) trying to up the
ante. Gill (45 not out, 42
balls) and Suryakumar (34
not out, 25 balls) added 66

effortless runs under
eight overs before heavens
opened up once again.

Gill had four bound-
aries and a pulled six off
Matt Henry while
Suryakumar hit three dif-
ferent sixes — slog sweep
over mid-wicket, reverse
sweep behind square and
a pull-shot to carry his
T20I form into the longer
format.

The short six-game

white ball series against
New Zealand has been one
of the most rain-inter-
rupted series of recent
times.

The first T20 in
Wellington was also aban-
doned without a ball being
bowled. Even the third
T20I match in Napier was
a rain-marred. The final
match of the series will be
held in Christchurch on
November 30.

Rain plays spoilsport again,
Hamilton ODI abandoned

Grounds staff put the covers on as rain falls during the
second one-day international cricket match between
New Zealand and India at Seddon Park in Hamilton on
November 27.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2277  ((PPTTII))::

The Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad has
entered the Guinness Book of
World Records for the maxi-
mum spectator attendance
during the 2022 IPL final,
BCCI secretary Jay Shah said
on Sunday.

Earlier known as Gujarat
Cricket Association (GCA)
Stadium, Motera the stadium
has a capacity of 110,000
which is nearly 10,000 more

than Melbourne Cricket
Ground with an official
capacity of 100,024.
“Extremely delighted &
proud to receive the
Guinness World Record for
the largest attendance at a
T20 match when 101,566
people witnessed the epic

IPL final at @GCAMotera’s
magnificent Narendra Modi
Stadium on 29 May 2022. A
big thanks to our fans for
making this possible,” Shah
tweeted.

Narendra Modi Stadium 
gets Guinness record for highest

T20 attendance: BCCI

BCCI Secretary Jay Shah being presented the certificate
after the Narendra Modi Stadium entered into the
Guinness Book of World Records for maximum spectator
attendance at a T20 match during the 2022 IPL final. 

IIssllaammaabbaadd:: England’s cricket
team arrived in Islamabad
early Sunday to play its first
test series in Pakistan since
2005. Led by Ben Stokes,
England will kick off the tour in
Rawalpindi — an adjacent city
to Islamabad — which hosts
the first test from next
Thursday. The second test will
be played at Multan from Dec.
9-13 before England round off
the tour with the final test at
Karachi from Dec. 17-21.
England had played a seven-
match T20 series in Pakistan
prior to the T20 World Cup in
Australia where it went on to
beat Pakistan in the final.
England was due to tour
Pakistan last year before the
T20 World Cup in the United
Arab Emirates but abandoned
the tour due to security con-
cerns after New Zealand had
aborted its tour to Pakistan just
minutes before the toss in the
first ODI at Rawalpindi. There
were some concerns over
England’s test tour to Pakistan
after former Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan was
wounded in Wazirabad, a dis-
trict in eastern Punjab
province, during his protest
against the sitting government.

England arrives for
1st test series in

Pakistan since 2005

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

Reigning Asian champi-
on Ravina displayed splen-
did tenacity to punch her
way to gold in the 63kg cat-
egory final as India ended
the Youth Men’s and
Women’s World Boxing
Championships with 11
medals in La Nucia,
Spain.

Ravina was up against
Megan deCler of
Netherlands in her final
bout. In spite of not get-
ting off to the best of
starts, the Indian pugilist
utilised her technical abil-
ity and quick movement
to mount an impressive
comeback against her
Dutch opponent.

The fiercely contested
bout finished in favour of
the 2022 Asian Youth gold
medallist Indian who won
4-3 by split decision after
the bout was reviewed

In the other final, Kirti
(81+ kg) lost 0-5 to 2022
European youth champi-
on Cliona Elizabeth
D’Arcy of Ireland to settle
for a silver.

India was a dominant
force at the event as the 25-
member team bagged 11
medals — four gold, three
silver and four bronze.

Overall, 17 Indians had
qualified for the quarterfi-
nals of the tournament
which was more than any
other country in this edi-
tion.

Ravina strikes gold on final day,
India ends campaign with 11 medals

‘State’s responsibility to
check anti-national forces’

Vadodara, Nov 27 (PTI): 

BJP president JP Nadda
on Sunday said like "anti-
bodies keep a check on bad
cells", it is the govern-
ment's responsibility to
maintain vigil on anti-na-
tional forces, as he batted
for an anti-radicalisation
cell announced by his
party in its Gujarat assem-
bly polls manifesto.

Releasing the BJP mani-
festo for the polls, Nadda
on Saturday had an-
nounced setting up the cell
to identify and eliminate
potential threats and sleep-
er cells of terrorist organi-
sations and anti-India
forces. In an interview
with PTI, he said it is the
State's responsibility to
keep a check on forces
working against the coun-

try and socie-
ty. "Like anti-
bodies in the
human body,
keep a check
on bad cells.
It is the
State's re-
sponsibility
to keep a
check on anti-
national cells
in the coun-
try. Then
there are
some cells
that work un-
derground so
this anti-radi-
calisation cell is required
to keep a check on such
cells," said the chief of the
BJP, which has been in
power in Gujarat for near-
ly 25 years. On the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC),

which the
BJP has
promised in
several as-
sembly polls,
including for
the recently
h e l d
H i m a c h a l
Pradesh elec-
tions and now
for Gujarat,
Nadda said it
is a "national
issue" for the
party and it is
committed to
it. "The coun-
try's re-

sources and its responsibil-
ities are equal for all.
Therefore, the UCC is a
welcome step. We would
like to implement the UCC
in as many states as possi-
ble," he said. Asked about

the BJP not fielding a
Muslim candidate in
Gujarat, Nadda said his
party believes in 'Sabka
Sath, Sabka Vikas' (with all
and development for all).

"Late Dr. (APJ) Abdul
Kalam became the
President (of India) with
the BJP's support, then the
(Narendra) Modi govern-
ment at the Centre ap-
pointed Muslim governors
as well. So, we follow the
principle of 'Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas', and tickets
for elections are given
purely based on winnabili-
ty," he said. On the BJP an-
nouncing several "free-
bies" in its manifesto for
the Gujarat polls like its ri-
vals did, Nadda said one
should "distinguish be-
tween empowerment and
allurement".
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BJP National President J.P.
Nadda speaks during release

of the party manifesto for
Gujarat Assembly elections.
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‘Launch of ‘Vikram-S’ heralded 
new era for private space sector’

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the launch of 'Vikram
S' rocket heralded a "new
era" for the private space
sector in India as he hailed
the sector's contribution
in the sphere of space
technology. In his monthly
radio address, Mann Ki
Baat, Modi said that on
November 18, the whole
country witnessed "new
history" being made in the
space sector.

"On this day, India sent
its first such rocket into
space, which was designed
and prepared by the pri-
vate sector of India. The
name of this rocket is
'Vikram-S'. As soon as this
first rocket of the indige-
nous Space Start-up made

a historic flight from
Sriharikota, the heart of
every Indian swelled with
pride," he noted. India on
November 18 successfully
launched the first private-
ly made rocket, developed
by a four year-old startup,
marking the entry of the
private sector into the
country's space ecosystem

which is currently domi-
nated by the state-run be-
hemoth ISRO. The rocket,
Vikram-S named in a befit-
ting tribute to the father of
the country's space pro-
gramme Vikram
Sarabhai, tasted success in
its maiden mission.

Elaborating on the spe-
cial features of 'Vikram-S'
Rocket, Modi said that it is
lighter than other rockets,
and also cheaper. Its devel-
opment cost is much less
than the cost incurred by
other countries involved
in space missions, he said.

Modi said that in space
technology, world class
standard at a low cost, has
now become the hallmark
of India, highlighting how
some crucial parts of this
rocket have been made
through 3D printing.

Dimple Yadav warns of ‘crackdown’ on party leaders 

Mainpuri (UP), Nov 27 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party leader
Dimple Yadav on Sunday
claimed that the BJP-led
administration will crack
down on local party lead-
ers ahead of the Mainpuri
by-election and asked them
to "not sleep at their
homes" the night before
polling.

She said the Uttar
Pradesh's Mainpuri con-
stituency has been the area
of SP founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav's who had
worked for its development
and asserted that the party
is going to the people with
this reality in the upcom-
ing bypoll here.

Dimple, the wife of SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav, has
been fielded from the seat,

which has been represent-
ed by party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav.
Polling in Mainpuri will be
held on December 5, while
counting of votes will take
place on December 8.

"I would like to tell my
young friends and SP lead-
ers that the administration
will act tough on you on
December 4. Do not sleep
in your homes on
December 4, so that on
December 5, nobody can
even touch you.

"You go and cast your
votes, and on December 6,
the administration will dis-
appear from here," she said
at an election meeting at
Ahirava village under
Bhogaon assembly seg-
ment.

She also urged women
to vote for the party, saying
"the administration can-
not use force on you. You
are the women power and

you can fight. You should
go and cast your vote."

"An elderly person told
me that it is the adminis-
tration which is contest-
ing the bypoll. I told her
on one hand, there is the
administration which is
contesting the elections,
on the other, the people of

Mainpuri are contesting
the bypoll for 'netaji.

"This is not my elec-
tion. This is the your
(people) election and that
of our respected 'netaji'. I
am sure that Mainpuri
will honour and pay trib-
utes (to 'netaji')," she said.

An SP delegation also

met Uttar Pradesh Chief
Electoral officer (CEO)
and demanded removal of
Mainpuri District
Magistrate and Senior
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) from election
work, alleging that they
were misusing their ad-
ministrative power.

The SP leaders alleged
that DM Avinash Kumar
Rai and SSP Jai Prakash
Singh are putting pres-
sure on village heads,
block heads, district
panchyat members and
others to vote for the BJP
in the Mainpuri bypoll.

"It is a reality that this
area (Mainpuri) has been
the area of 'netaji'. You
cannot cover this reality.
This is the fact, and reali-
ty, and we are going to the
public with this (reality),"
she told PTI on the side-
lines of her election
meeting.

Apeejay Bengali lit fest to
be held in multiple cities 

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI):
The Apeejay Bengali liter-
ary festival will be held in
multiple cities across the
country beginning next
year. The announcement
was made during the clos-
ing of the eighth edition of
the Apeejay Bangla
Sahitya Utsob (ABSU)
here on Sunday, a release
said. "ABSU has been
making history in many
ways since its inception. It
gives me great pleasure to
announce that from its
ninth iteration, ABSU will
be held in Kolkata and be-
yond.

"We've received requests
from Bengali associations
in metro cities and some
tier-2 cities to bring the fes-

tival to different locations.
In response to this popular
demand, ABSU will travel
to multiple cities across
India beginning next
year," the release quoted
Swagat Sengupta, ABSU
director and CEO of
Oxford Bookstores, as say-
ing.

ABSU, will, however,
continue to have its winter
edition in Kolkata,
Sengupta said. The three-
day event that commenced
on November 25 was held
at the century-old Oxford
Bookstore on Park Street.

A host of sessions on
topics covering poetry, il-
lustration, book publish-
ing and editing, journal-
ism and cinema in Bengali
literature were organised
this year, the release
added.

Man’s resolve to recharge
groundwater pays off

Dehradun, Nov 27 (PTI): 

In May, Dwarika Prasad
Semwal started going door
to door in Chamkot village
in Uttarakhand, convinc-
ing people to dig pits near
their homes to store rain-
water. Seven months on,
his perseverance has paid
off. A total of 3,500 water
bodies have come up over
an area of 3 sqm in the vil-
lage as a result of
Semwal's persistent ef-
forts.

However, involving peo-
ple in the campaign called
'Kal Ke Liye Jal' (Water for
tomorrow) was not easy.
"They seemed attentive as
I urged them to make a

small but significant con-
tribution to save water,
recharge the receding
water table underground
and offer birds and ani-
mals a means to quench
thirst by digging ponds.

"But the response ini-
tially was rather luke-
warm. It got me thinking
what I could do to lure
them to the campaign in
larger numbers," said
Semwal, who also heads
the Himalayan
Paryavaran Jadibooti
Agro Sansthan.

Soon an idea dawned
upon him. Semwal began
asking people to dig water
bodies in memory of a
near and dear one or to
mark an important occa-
sion in the family like a
marriage anniversary or a
birthday.

FSSAI approves Yak as a ‘food animal’: Official
Itanagar, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The Food Safety and
Standard Authority of
India (FSSAI) has approved
the Himalayan Yak as a
'food animal'. The move is
expected to help check de-
cline in the population of
the high-altitude bovine an-
imal by making it a part of
the conventional milk and
meat industry, an official at
the National Research
Centre (NRC) on Yak at
Dirang in West Kameng
district of Arunachal
Pradesh said.

Food Animals are those
that are raised and used for
food production or con-
sumption by humans. The
NRC-Yak had in 2021 sub-
mitted a proposal to the
FSSAI, for considering the
yak as a food animal.
However, The FSSAI re-
sponded with an official ap-
proval recently after a rec-

ommendation from the de-
partment of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
NRC-Yak Director Dr Mihir
Sarkar informed.

The animal play multi-di-
mensional socio-cultural-
economic role for the pas-
toral nomads who rear
yaks mainly for earning
their nutritional and liveli-
hood security due to virtu-
al inexistence of other agri-
cultural activity in the high
reaches of Himalayan re-
gion. Traditionally, yaks
are reared under transhu-
mance system which is
primitive, unorganized and
full of hardship.

"FSSAI's recognition of
Yak as food producing ani-
mal will help farmers bene-
fit economically for rearing
the animal and it will open
up several vistas of eco-
nomic benefits for both
farmers and food proces-
sors," Dr Sarkar said.

He said the Centre has
developed a semi-intensive
model of yak rearing in
which yaks are maintained
in open area as well as in
paddock round the year. It
is widely believed that dec-
laration of yak as a food
animal by FSSAI will pave
the way for its commercial
rearing and consumption
by adopting the yak rear-
ing model developed by
NRC-Yak.

Dr Sarkar said that the
Yak population in the coun-
try is decreasing at an
alarming rate over the
years. As per the latest cen-
sus carried out in 2019,
India has 58,000 yaks which
is around 25 per cent drop
from last livestock census
carried out in 2012. "This
drastic decline in yak popu-
lation in India has become
a cause of concern to the
local users, government of-
ficials and those who pro-

mote conservation for ani-
mal genetic diversity," Dr
Sarkar said.

Yak milk is highly nutri-
tious, rich in fat, contain es-
sential minerals and have
medicinal value. Yak farm-
ers produce various tradi-
tional meat products. These
products are confined to
local community level, pro-
duced and sold locally, the
director said, adding that
Yak meat is known to be
very lean and it is better
than beef.

"The decline in yak pop-
ulation could be attributed
to less remuneration from
yak and so the younger
generations are reluctant
to continue with nomadic
yak rearing. It is mainly
because yak milk and meat
are not a part of the con-
ventional dairy and meat
industry; their sale is lim-
ited to local consumers,"
he said.

VINTAGE CAR FIESTA

Participants during Vintage Car Fiesta at New Town, in Kolkata, Sunday.

p From next yearp 3,500 water bodies
dug in 7 months

Narendra Modi
Samajwadi Party candidate Dimple Yadav interacts with locals
while campaigning for the upcoming Mainpuri by-election, in
Mainpuri, Sunday.

p Ahead of Mainpuri
bypoll

Rayagada (Odisha), Nov 27 (PTI): 

Vivid orange marigolds,
dense purple aubergines
and luminous green cab-
bages... not just farm pro-
duce but the colours of
freedom for the women of
Rayagada who defied a so-
ciety unwilling to accept
their status as single
women to collectively find
independence.

Out to regain control
over their lives and break
free of societal shackles,
more than 30 widows, di-
vorced or unmarried
women formed the Ekal
Naari Sangathan (single
women collective) in 2019.
It was the starting point for
a profitable business ven-
ture that over time includ-
ed more women, and the
turning point in their lives.

As they move through
their fields tending to their
crops, the song is back in
their lives. Quite literally.
Women working as helpers
in farms alongside men is a
common sight across India.
But look carefully, hear
closely and the difference is
clear.

The women of the tribal
Dengasargi village in
Rayagada, who break into
song in Kui language, are
the main decision makers
who farm, market and sell
their produce to earn their
livelihood.

The Sangathan began
with three acres to grow
marigold as well as vegeta-
bles such as bitter gourd,
aubergine and cabbage. In
the three years since, the
land being cultivated has
grown to 40 acres. The

women's families own land
between 0.5 acre to 2 acres
on which they grow flowers
and vegetables. The collec-
tive sells it in the market.
The amount earned goes di-
rectly in their bank ac-
counts every week.

"We had a turnover of Rs
47 lakh last year and this
season we have made Rs 76
lakh. Of this, each woman
farmer gets between Rs
80,000-1.5 lakh profit de-
pending upon the size of
land they are carrying out
the cultivation on," said
Morepingidhi.

She is a board member of
Annapoorna, the collective
formed with the help of the
government and NGOs, to
sell their produce. There
are 98 women in the compa-
ny right now.

The marigold cultivated

here is transported to dif-
ferent temples in Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh and
also used in family func-
tions. "The company is now
planning to extend its oper-
ations to other southern
states,"Morepingidhi said.

For these women, most
from the Kondha tribe, who
didn't or couldn't get mar-
ried, got divorced or were
widowed, the financial in-
dependence has translated
to not just autonomy but
also respect and equal sta-
tus in their families and in
society.

"We were abused, called
names for stepping out of
our homes to farm. But
when the money started
coming in, our status not
just in society but also in
our own family changed,"
Morepingidhi told PTI.

ART WITH A DIFFERENCE

An artisan gives finishing touches to a ‘Chhou’ mask, to be sold during West Bengal’s handicraft fair ‘Hasta
Shilpa Mela 2022’, in Kolkata, Sunday.

Single women farmers form 
collective, become entrepreneurs

ALL ABOUT AUTONOMY



Duped 
NNaaggppuurr::  An employee of a
financial firm was duped of
Rs 2 lakh by an unidenti-
fied person on the pretext
of redeeming credit card
points, a Nagpur police
official said on Sunday. The
accused called Mohnish
Gajbhiye (36), a legal advi-
sor with a financial firm, on
November 13 and said his
credit card points would
lapse if he doesn’t claim
them, and sent a link on his
mobile phone to do the
needful, the Sadar police
station official said.

Restrictions
GGuuwwaahhaattii::  Assam on
Sunday lifted travel
restrictions to Meghalaya,
six days after being
imposed in the aftermath
of violence in a disputed
area along the inter-state
border, police said. 

Launch 
JJaaiippuurr:: BJP chief J P
Nadda will on December 1
launch the party’s ‘Jan
Aakrosh Yatra’ in
Congress-ruled Rajasthan
to corner the state govern-
ment on issues related to
farmers and governance.
Nadda will flag off 51 ‘Jan
Aakrosh Raths’ at Jaipur
that will travel to different
assembly constituencies
across the state, BJP state
president Satish Poonia
told reporters at a press
conference here.

Re-elected 
PPaattnnaa:: Janata Dal (United)
Bihar unit chief Umesh
Singh Kushwaha was on
Sunday re-elected to the
key party post in pres-
ence of top leaders,
including Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. Kumar, the
de facto leader of the
party, expressed delight
over Kushwaha being
“unanimously” (sarv sum-
mati se) chosen for a sec-
ond consecutive term.

Injured
JJoorrhhaatt:: A suspected dacoit
was shot at by police in
Assam’s Jorhat district
when he allegedly tried to
escape from custody, an
officer said on Sunday. He
is currently undergoing
treatment at the Jorhat
Medical College and
Hospital (JMCH) and is 
in stable condition, the
officer added.

Mishap
RRuuppnnaaggaa::  Three children
were crushed to death by
a passenger train near Sri
Kiratpur Sahib here on
Sunday, police said on
Sunday. The incident took
place when four children
of migrant labourers were
playing near the railway
track close to the bridge
over Sutlej river, they said.

SELFIE FEVER

Artists click a selfie during the annual Khalanga Mela, organised by Balbhadra Khalanga Development
Committee, in Dehradun, Sunday.
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BRIEF

Gender rights activists along
with members of Coalition
for Sex workers, Sexual &

Sexuality Minorities’ Rights,
which comprises many

LGBTQ and allied 
groups and individuals, take
part in the annual ‘Namma

Pride March’, in 
Bengaluru, Sunday.

Netrang (Guj), Nov 27 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
accused the Congress of
having no respect for the
tribal community in the
country, and said it even
opposed the candidature of
Droupadi Murmu in the
presidential election held
earlier this year.

Addressing a public
rally at Netrang, a tribal
area of Bharuch district
in poll-bound Gujarat,
Modi also said that the en-
tire world was amazed at
how India has come out of
such a big pandemic of
COVID-19 in such a short
span. “Congress has no re-
spect for tribals in the
country...We decided to
make our tribal daughter
(Droupadi Murmu) the
president of the country.
We went to the Congress
with folded hands to ac-
cept her (support her can-
didature), but they op-
posed. We put all our
might and made the tribal
daughter win the elec-
tion,” Modi said. “Be it
Birsa Munda or Govind
Guru, the Congress did
not give respect to tribal

leaders of the country,” he
further alleged. The PM
said the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic in a
big country like India was
terrifying.

“The whole world faced
such a terrifying pandem-
ic. If someone gets sick at
our home, we take four to
five years to come out of it
(financial effect). We faced
the pandemic in such a big
country. But the way we
came out of it, the entire
world is amazed. They are

not able to understand
how it happened,” Modi
said. “Factories got closed;
people had to go back to
their villages. In such cir-
cumstances, our first con-
cern was there should be
enough food for poor peo-
ple; a child of a poor
should not go to sleep
without food. So we have
been providing free ration
to 80 crore people for the
last three years,” he said.

“Secondly, to fight the
pandemic, vaccination

was crucial. Even now,
many countries are strug-
gling to vaccinate their en-
tire population. We have
given more than 200 crore
doses of anti-coronavirus
vaccine. After two doses,
we provided a booster dose
also free,” Modi said.

The prime minister said
that the Digital India cam-
paign has brought about a
revolution in the country.

If the Congress was in
power, your mobile bill
could have been around Rs
4,000 to 5,000 per month,
which is minimal now.
“We made data afford-
able,” he said. Speaking on
the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY), he said
that in the past, specifica-
tion of houses built under
government schemes were
set by the people sitting in
Gandhinagar or Delhi.

“But we changed the
rules. How can a person
sitting in Delhi know what
is the requirement of a
tribal person who is in
poultry farming? We said
that you should trust our
people as nobody will
build an inferior quality
home for themselves,” the
prime minister said.

Surajpur, Nov 27: 

An elephant died al-
legedly of electrocution on
Sunday in a forest in
Surajpur district, some 175
kilometres from here, an
official said.

The carcass of the male
elephant, aged around 25
years, was found with its
tusks intact near Pakni
village this morning, said
Sanjay Yadav, division for-
est officer of Surajpur di-
vision.

“Prima facie, it appears
the elephant died of elec-
trocution due to presence

of electric fences along a
nullah (major drain).
However, the exact reason
will be known once we get
the post mortem report.
Two persons who alleged-
ly laid the electric wires
are being questioned,”
Yadav said.

Chhattisgarh has re-
ported more than 50 ele-
phant deaths in the last
four years. Most of the fa-
talities were reported from
Surguja, Korba,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Raigarh, Jashpur and
Korea districts.

Nagpur, Nov 27 (PTI):

At least 13 persons were
injured, four of them seri-
ously, as they fell on a rail-
way track after some part
of a foot over-bridge
(FOB) collapsed at a rail-
way station in
Chandrapur district of
Maharashtra on Sunday,
officials said.

The incident occurred
at Balharshah junction
railway station, located
approximately 150 km
from here, around 5 pm,
they said. “A large num-
ber of passengers were
using the FOB to board a
Pune-bound train when a
part of it suddenly caved
in. As a result, some peo-

ple fell 20 feet down on the
railway track,” an official
of the Government
Railway Police (GRP)
said. Thirteen persons
were injured in the inci-
dent and they were taken
to the Ballarpur Rural
Hopspital and some of
them were later shifted to
Chandrapur Government
Medical College and
Hospital (GMCH), the dis-
trict information office
said. “Around 4 passen-
gers sustained serious in-
juries and they are being
treated at the GMCH. The
district administration
and police personnel are
assisting the injured,”
Chandrapur district col-
lector Vinay Gowda said.

Chandrapur Guardian
Minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar directed
the hospital authorities to
provide all necessary
medical aid to the injured
persons and ordered an
investigation into the in-
cident, the administration
said.

The Central Railway
(CR) said in a press re-
lease that a part of the
pre-cast slab of the FOB
connecting platform num-
ber 1 and 2 collapsed, but
the other part of the
bridge is intact.

The Balharpur railway
station located is around
12 km away from
Chandrapur district head-
quarters.

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The Indian Council of
Medical Research has is-
sued guidelines warning
against the use of antibi-
otics for conditions such
as low-grade fever and
viral bronchitis while ad-
vising doctors to follow a
timeline while prescrib-
ing them.

The ICMR guidelines
stated that antibiotics
should be prescribed for a
duration of five days for
skin and soft tissue infec-
tions, five days in case of
c o m m u n i t y - a c q u i re d
pneumonia and eight days
for hospital-acquired
pneumonia.

“A clinical diagnosis

most often helps us pre-
dict causative pathogens
fitting into a clinical syn-
drome which would tailor
the correct antibiotic
rather than blindly rely-
ing on fever, procalcitonin
levels, WBC counts, cul-
tures or radiology to make
a diagnosis of infection,”
the guidelines said.

It stated limiting empir-
ic antibiotic therapy to se-
riously ill patients.

Generally, empiric an-
tibiotic therapy is only
recommended for a select
group of patients suffer-
ing from severe sepsis and
septic shock, community-
acquired pneumonia, ven-
tilator-associated pneumo-
nia and necrotizing fasci-

itis. Hence, it is important
to start smart and then
focus, i.e., evaluate if em-
piric therapy can be justi-
fied or de-escalated and
then make a plan with re-
gard to the duration of
therapy, the guidelines
said.

An ICMR survey con-
ducted between January 1
and December 31, 2021 had
suggested that a big chunk
of patients in India may
no longer benefit from the
use of carbapenem, a pow-
erful antibiotic adminis-
tered mainly in ICU set-
tings for the treatment of
pneumonia and sep-
ticemia, etc., as they have
developed anti-microbial
resistance to it.

The analysis of the data
pointed towards a sus-
tained increase in drug-re-
sistant pathogens, result-
ing in difficulty to treat
certain infections with the
available medicines.

Resistance to
Imipenem, which is used
to treat infections caused
by E coli bacteria, in-
creased from 14 per cent
in 2016 to 36 per cent in
2021.

The trend of decreasing
susceptibility of bacteria
to specific antibiotics was
also observed with
Klebsiella pneumoniae as
it registered a drop from
65 per cent in 2016 to 45 per
cent in 2020 and was at 43
per cent in 2021.

Indore, Nov 27 (PTI):

Amid the power tussle
between Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
and his former deputy
Sachin Pilot, senior
Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh on Sunday said if
needed, the party will not
shy away from taking
“tough decisions” to
strengthen the organisa-
tion in that state.

For the Congress, its or-
ganisation in Rajasthan
is most important,
Ramesh, the party’s gen-
eral secretary in-charge
of communications, told
reporters in Indore dur-
ing the Bharat Jodo
Yatra.

Gehlot on Thursday
told a TV channel that
Pilot is a ‘gaddar’ (traitor)

and cannot replace him,
drawing a sharp response
from his former deputy
who said such “mud-
slinging” would not help,
in an escalation of their
rift days ahead of the
entry of Rahul Gandhi’s
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ into
the desert state.

Gehlot also said Pilot
had revolted against the
Congress in 2020 and al-
leged that he tried to top-
ple the state government.

Pilot had hit back at
Gehlot to say it was unbe-
coming of his stature to
use the kind of language
to attack him and make
completely “false and
baseless” allegations.

Asked about the tussle
between Gehlot and Pilot,
Ramesh on Sunday said,
“The organisation is most

important for us. On the
issue of Rajasthan, we
will decide on a solution
which will strengthen our
organisation.”

“For this, if we have to
take tough decisions, we
will take. If a compromise
has to be made (between
the factions of Gehlot and
Pilot), then it will be
done,” he said.

Ramesh also said the
Congress leadership is
considering a proper so-
lution to the Rajasthan
issue.

“But, I cannot fix any
time frame for this solu-
tion. Only the Congress
leadership will decide the
time frame for it,” he
said.

Ramesh further said
the Congress needs both
Gehlot and Pilot.

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The Railways has seen
an almost 24 per cent dip in
the number of senior citi-
zens travelling by trains in
2021-22 as compared to
2019-2020, according to an
RTI query. Officials said
this dip can be attributed
to the second wave of
COVID-19, when fewer peo-
ple were travelling by
trains. This was also the
time the Railways with-
drew concessions for sen-
ior citizens, they said. In
2018-2019, 7.1 crore senior
citizens travelled by trains,
while in 2019-20, the num-
ber rose to 7.2 crore. In the

pandemic-hit 2020-21, only
around 1.9 crore citizens
aged above 60 years trav-
elled by train. However, in
2021-22, about 5.5 crore
used the Railways. Due to
the decrease in number of
passengers, the Railways
has experienced a dip in
revenue from this category,
with the earnings showing
a downward slide of 13 per
cent. The total revenue
from senior citizen trav-
ellers during 2018-2019 was
Rs 2,920 crore, Rs 3,010
crore in 2019-2020, Rs 875
crore in 2020-21 and Rs
2,598 crore in 2021-22, ac-
cording to the RTI re-
sponse.

Nashik, Nov 27 (PTI): A
few days after the director
of a private facility for
children in Maharashtra’s
Nashik district was arrest-
ed for allegedly raping a
14-year-old girl, police offi-
cials on Sunday said five
more girls have spoken
about being sexually ex-
ploited.

The first incident, based
on which the 28-year-old
director was arrested, took
place in the children’s
shelter in Mhasrul on
October 13 but it came to
light on November 23 after
the girl filed a complaint,

the police official said. The
accused had forcibly taken
the 14-year-old victim to a
makeshift tin room in the
parking area of the build-
ing, showed her an ob-
scene video clip on his mo-
bile phone and then raped
her, he said. He was arrest-
ed after a case of rape and
other offences was filed
under Indian Penal Code,
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and
Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act.

JJaaiippuurr,,  NNoovv  2277  ((PPTTII)):: Nestled
in the Aravali Ranges, the
sleepy Hajipur Dadikar village
in Rajasthan’s Alwar district is
now buzzing with activity as
historians and tourists flock to
take a look at the pre-historic
rock paintings in its hills
depicting scenes of dance,
hunting and animal figures.
Discovered in 2001, the paint-
ings are spread over an area of
10-12 sq km. District Tourism
Officer Tina Yadav said rock
paintings in the hills of Hajipur
Dadikar have been included in
the list of tourist places in the
district. “Dadikar has emerged
as a new tourist point in
recent years. Tourists from
more than 50 countries have
visited this place,” Tejpal
Gurjar, a local tourist guide
said. He said the rock paint-

ings depict swastika, lion, ele-
phant, sword, peacock, fish,
sun, shepherd grazing goats,
fighting animals, animal skins
and other wild animals.
Tractor-trolleys are used to
take the tourists to the last
motorable point and from
there the trekking starts. “The
site is now getting popular.
Several tourists who come to
Alwar, which is famous for the
Sariska tiger reserve and
other sites like Silisedh, reach
Dadikar for trekking and for
the rock paintings,” he told
PTI. According to the guide,
tourists from Australia,
America, Mexico, England,
France, Thailand, Poland,
Ireland, Norway, Germany,
Denmark, Bangladesh, Turkey,
Indonesia, Italy, Canada,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Japan etc. 

Mufti gets 
notice to vacate

govt quarters
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Authorities in
Anantnag district of Jammu
and Kashmir Sunday asked
PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti and seven former legis-
lators to vacate government
residential quarters within 24
hours failing which action
would be taken, officials said.

Mufti was served an evic-
tion notice for her ‘Fairview’
residence at the high security
Gupkar area of the city here
last month as well.

Sunday’s eviction notice, by
the executive magistrate First
class on the orders of the
Anantnag deputy commission-
er was issued to Mufti and
others for the government
quarters located in Housing
Colony at Khanabal in the
south Kashmir district, the
officials said.

‘Cong does not respect tribals’

PM Narendra Modi ad-
dresses a public meeting
ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, in
Kheda district, Sunday.

Remains silent on

big terror attacks
Remembering the 26/11
Mumbai terror strike, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday said it is important to
save Gujarat and the country
from Congress and like-mind-
ed parties which keep mum on
“big terrorist attacks” to not
offend their vote bank.
Addressing a rally in Kheda
district in Gujarat where
Assembly elections are sched-
uled for December 1 and 5, the
prime minister said Congress
and many like-minded parties
view terrorism as a shortcut to
achieving success.

Tusker found dead, 
electrocution suspected

About the incident
The carcass of the male elephant, aged around 25 years, was
found with its tusks intact near Pakni village on Sunday morn-
ing.”Prima facie, it appears the elephant died of electrocution
due to presence of electric fences along a nullah (major drain).
However, the exact reason will be known once we get the post
mortem report. Two persons who allegedly laid the electric
wires are being questioned.

HEINOUS CRIME

Children’s facility 
staffer held for rape

More girls come forward alleging sexual exploitation

FoB COLLAPSE

13 injured after falling on railway track 
Rlys sees dip in senior

citizen travellers 
Pandemic key reason

Gehlot-Pilot tiff: Cong hints at tough decisions

Pre-historic rock art in Aravali hills
puts Raj village on tourist map

ICMR GUIDELINES

‘Avoid antibiotics for low-grade fever’
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Shrimati Singh

BBhhiillaaii::  Street 31, Sector 10 res-
ident Shrimati Singh left for
heavenly abode at the age of
78 years. Last rites of the mor-
tal remains were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. She
was the mother of BSP em-
ployee Rohit Singh and grand-
mother of Amar and
Abhishek. Kshatriya Kalyan
Sabha Bhilainagar mourned
her death.

OBITUARY

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: Plate Mill
is a major unit of SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant which
has made the country self-
sufficient with its prod-
ucts, for example, BSP
plates have been used in
the construction of indige-
nous warships like INS
Vikrant.

Plate Mill is known for
its innovation in the field
of products as well as the
creativity of its human re-
sources. In this sequence,
taking a new initiative to
understand the produc-
tion process of the plant
closely and to introduce
them to the complex
process of steel making

and to strengthen the team
spirit, it was decided to
take the wives of the offi-
cers working in the plate
mill on a visit of Bhilai
Steel Plant.

On November 26, 2022,
in the first phase, the
wives of some officers
working in the Plate Mill
visited the Bhilai Steel
Plant, where they saw how
the iron is being melted in
the Blast furnace, they saw
how iron is converted  into
steel in SMS-3.

Along with this, these
women were overwhelmed
to see the rolling of the
world's longest 260-meter
rail at the Universal Rail
Mill. After this, this team
of women visited the Plate

Mill and closely observed
the process of plate
rolling.

Along with this, these
women also observed the
work place of their hus-

band and felt their hard
work. All the women in
this team praised the con-
tribution of Bhilai Steel
Plant to nation building.

At the same time, they

felt proud of the contribu-
tion and dedication of
their husbands towards
the plant. These women
members highly appreci-
ated the efforts of CGM

(Plate Mill) RK Bisare and
his team.

It is noteworthy that
Anjani Kumar, Executive
Director (Works) of BSP,
met with this women's

team at Plate Mill and ex-
tended his best wishes. He
also underlined the contri-
bution of women power,
he said that the house-
wives also have a big con-
tribution in taking the
plant forward.

"You all inspire your
husbands to contribute
better which benefits the
plant and your inspiration
creates new records in the
plant," he stated. He also
praised this effort of team
Plate Mill. CGM (Plate
Mill) RK Bisare said that
this visit of wives will give
a new direction to the
teamwork. The visit was
coordinated by Anjali
Pillay, Senior Manager
(Personnel).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: National
Constitution Day was cel-
ebrated at DAV Hudco, on
November 26, 2022 to
commemorate the adop-
tion of the Indian
Constitution and to pay
respect to the father and
the architect of the
Indian Constitution, Dr
BR Ambedkar. To reiter-
ate the values enshrined
in the Constitution, the
students and the fraterni-
ty joined in the reading of
the Preamble of the
Constitution followed by
the pledge.

A special assembly was
conducted by the Social
Studies Teachers which
was chaired by Principal

Prashant Kumar. The
students of Senior wing
explained in detail the
meaning of the
Constitution, the
Preamble, the Five year
Plan and the Directive
Principles by means of
speech and poem. They
also took everyone on a
journey of the framing of
the Indian constitution
from its history to its
present -day form; and its
vital role in bringing
Indians together titled "A
Journey of our constitu-
tion".

The HOD (Social
Science) K Sindhu en-
couraged the students to
abide by the
Constitution. She moti-
vated the students to reaf-

firm their commitment
to uphold the ideology
laid down in the Indian
Constitution.

She emphasised on the
need of being aware of
rights as well as duties
prescribed in the Indian
Constitution. She ex-
claimed that the day
marked the dawn of a
new era and gave every-
one the Constitution
which is the framework
for political principles,
procedure and power of
the government.

Speaking on the occa-
sion Principal Prashant
Kumar said that the
Preamble of the
Constitution of India de-
clares the country as a
Sovereign, Socialist,

Secular and democratic
republic and aim to se-
cure justice, liberty and
equality for all citizen.
He also urged the stu-
dents to understand the
meaning of all the words
used in our preamble and
try to imbibe the values
and importance of all
these words in their lives.

He further added that
as Fundamental rights
are Our shield in the
same manner
Fundamental Duties re-
mind us of our responsi-
bilities. The day ended
with students writing ac-
tivity where they had to
pen down their thoughts
on the constitutional val-
ues and the principles ot
the Indian Constitution.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: A meeting
of the Rauniyar Viashya
Samaj was held on
Saturday. The meeting de-
cided to celebrate the New
Year on January 08. Also,
election of the executive
committee will be con-
ducted on the same day.

The President Raj
Kishore Gupta informed
that it has been unani-
mously decided at the
meeting that this time on
January 8, 2023, the New
Year get together will be
organized in Sector 1
Garden. The election
process for the formation
of the new body will also

be completed on the same
day. Those present at the
meeting were, NK Gupta,
Gujeshwar Prasad, RK
Prasad, AK Gupta, Vivek
Gupta, Ramesh Gupta,
Dinesh Prasad Gupta,
Virendra Kumar Sah, RK
Gupta, Umesh Prasad
Gupta, Vinod Prasad,
Jagashivprasad etc.

Rahul rides a bike; Devendra runs with him in Mhow 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: Former
National President of
Congress Rahul Gandhi is
travelling across the coun-
try to unite the entire na-
tion. He reached Madhya
Pradesh's Mhow on
Saturday evening. After
night halt, the Bharat Jodo
Yatra commenced at 05:00
hrs on Sunday morning.
Meanwhile, a young man
came to meet Rahul

Gandhi with a bike.
Rahul rode his bike for

some distance. During
Rahul's bike ride, hun-
dreds of people ran with
him. Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav was also
seen running with him.

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav has been
entrusted with the signifi-
cant responsibility of
Programme Coordination
in the entire stretch of
Bharat Jodo Yatra in

Madhya Pradesh.
Former National

President of Congress,
Rahul Gandhi is travelling
across the country to
unite the nation from
Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
In his Bharat Jodo Yatra,
Rahul Gandhi is march-
ing across the country.
Bharat Jodo Yatra entered
Madhya Pradesh on
November 23.

Bhilai Nagar MLA
Devendra Yadav has been

entrusted with the respon-
sibility of program coor-
dination of the yatra in
the entire Madhya
Pradesh. Devendra has al-
ready participated in
Bharat Jodo Yatra twice
for 3 days when Rahul
Gandhi was travelling in
South India.

MLA Devendra Yadav,
considered very close to
Rahul Gandhi, has been
entrusted with a big re-
sponsibility by Rahul

Gandhi and the team of
Bharat Jodo Yatra. While
discussing this topic,
MLA Yadav said that till
December 5, the yatra will
pass through various dis-
tricts of Madhya Pradesh.

He has been entrusted
with the responsibility of
preparing the action plan
for Rahul Gandhi's pro-
grams and coordination of
meeting places.

Devendra added it is a
significant task for him.
Today the country ap-
pears to be divided on dif-
ferent grounds. The coun-
try's unity and sovereign-
ty, democracy has come
under threat under BJP's
rule.

Our country India is a
symbol of unity, brother-
hood, and secularism. To
extinguish the fire of ha-
tred and break the wall be-
tween Hindu and Muslim
and to increase brother-
hood, Rahul Gandhi is
conducting Bharat Jodo
Yatra, said Devendra.

SHC Amleshwar gets Quality
Certification under NQAS programme

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: The Health
and Wellness Center of
Amleshwar has become the
first National Quality
Assurance Certified
(NQAC) Sub Health Center
(SHC) in the state of
Chhattisgarh. The Union
Health Ministry issued a
communication in this re-
gard. With this, the health
and wellness center of
Amleshwar will get the as-
sistance of the Center for 3
years, which will further
strengthen the basic health
facilities.

Giving more information
in this regard, BMO
(Patan) Dr Ashish Sharma
said that the team of the
center inspected all the
health and wellness centers
and examined the facilities.
They assessed the quality
of services being provided
at the Health Wellness
Center. Dr Sharma in-
formed that at Amleshwar,
the team spoke to the pa-
tients and inquired about
the health facilities. Along

with this, they took infor-
mation about the OPD of
the hospital and oversaw
the condition of necessary
equipment. They also inter-
acted extensively with the
residents of Amleshwar. Dr
Sharma said that the score
of the hospital in terms of
quality was 94 percent. He
explained the three factors
which enabled Amleshwar
to achieve this honour.

(1) Patients get tele-con-
sultation from doctors of
hospitals like Nimhans: Dr
Sharma said that telemedi-
cine facility is available in
the hospital. Through this
facility, diseases are not

only treated at the local
level, but patients are also
medically examined by
connecting to big hospitals
through teleconferencing.

For example, in the case
of mental illness, experts
from NIMHANS,
Bengaluru, a well-known
institute of the country,
gave consultation through
online means. In other ail-
ments too, there is constant
contact with the health cen-
ters. (2) OPD visits around
40 daily, institutional deliv-
ery facility is also available:
The OPD footfall is around
35 to 40 daily. Due to good
treatment, people visit this

hospital in large numbers
which helps in identifying
diseases like heart disease,
cancer etc at the initial
stage itself. Along with this,
the facility of institutional
delivery is also available
here. Since the month of
April, 21 deliveries have
been conducted here.

(3) Good contribution of
the community as well:
The Ministry of Health
also keeps a big criterion
for the usefulness of the
Health and Wellness
Center, and how the local
community plays a role in
running this centre. The
good aspect about
Amleshwar is that the
Gram Panchayat took a lot
of interest in running the
hospital.

The hospital was in the
land adjacent to the Murum
mine. The boundary wall
around it was erected by
the Panchayat at its own ex-
pense. An amount of about
Rs 5 lakh was spent in this.
Panchayat has made a great
contribution for the devel-
opment of the hospital.

MP Vijay Baghel’s efforts

CCM College gets batch admission
permission on 200 MBBS seats

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 27: Due to the
efforts of Durg Lok Sabha
MP Vijay Baghel,
Chandulal Chandrakar
Memorial Medical College
became the institute with
the highest number of
MBBS seats in the state.

In the last academic ses-
sion, the date of admission
of the students in the med-
ical college was round the
corner but the recognition
for seat allotment from the
Medical Council of India
was not given by the cen-
tral government.

On 5 November 2022, the
students approached MP
Vijay Baghel at his resi-
dence and elaborated in
this regard. In this con-
text, the MP immediately
discussed with the con-
cerned officials on the
phone and took all the in-
formation.

The officials informed
him that due to minor defi-
ciencies and lack of facul-

ty, the recogni-
tion for this
session is
under consid-
eration. MP
Vijay Baghel
immediately
spoke to
Union Health
M i n i s t e r
M a n s u k h
M a n d av i y a
and wrote a
letter to him
immediately.
During dis-
cussion on the
telephone, he requested
the Union Health Minister
for the allotment of seats
immediately for this ses-
sion 2022-23 so that the stu-
dents of the state and
other promising students
can get benefits.

Member of Parliament
Vijay Baghel told the stu-
dents that the PM is work-
ing with the vision of
overcoming the shortage
of doctors in the country
and making good doctors

available to
the people of
the country.
Baghel was in
constant con-
tact with the
concerned of-
ficials on tele-
phone. His ef-
forts bore
fruitful re-
sults, when
the state of
Chhattisgarh
got the gift of
batch admis-
sion permis-

sion of 150 MBBS seats on
the basis of the existing
infrastructure.

Counselling for admis-
sion started on November
21, 2022, but the quota of
seat allotment in the
Economic Weaker Section
(EWS) quota was not is-
sued by the Central
Government. The stu-
dents informed MP Vijay
Baghel through telephone
about the issue.

MP Vijay Baghel again

discussed this issue with
the Union Health Minister
over the telephone in the
midst of a busy schedule
and again requested that
the state must get this
quota. With the meaning-
ful efforts on the part of
MP Vijay Baghel, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya gifted another
50 seats to the state of
Chhattisgarh on
November 24.

MP Vijay Baghel re-
sponded immediately in
the interest of the stu-
dents due to which
Chandulal Chandrakar
Medical College has be-
come the medical college
of Chhattisgarh with a
highest capacity of 200
seats. MP Vijay Baghel ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Prime Minister, Union
Health Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and con-
cerned officials. He
wished the selected stu-
dents a bright future
ahead.
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Centre to provide assistance for three years

Vijay Baghel

Bhilai MLA coordinates Bharat Jodo Yatra in Madhya Pradesh 

Rauniyar Vaishya Samaj’s
New Year meeting on Jan 8

DAV Hudco celebrates National Constitution Day

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  NNoovv  2277::  The NSS unit of
St Thomas College Bhilai or-
ganized one day workshop and
cultural program in association
with IQAC and NCC on occasion
of National Constitution Day on
November 26, 2022. The chief
guest of this program was
Aashish Dahariya, Secretary
and Civil Judge District  Legal
Services Authority, Durg.

First of all NSS Program offi-
cer of the college Mahendra
Ikhar welcomed all the guests
and discussed the importance
and historical background of
Constitution. Incharge of NCC
Girls wing Lt Dr Surekha

Jawade congratulated every-
one on occasion of Constitution
Day and said that we should
pay tribute to those persons
who have designed for us a
great and attractive and
Constitution.   Principal of the
college Dr MG Roymon dis-
cussed the process of develop-

ment and making of
Constitution Day and said that
it is our first and foremost duty
to follow all the rules and regu-
lations of Constitution Day.
Chief Gust Aashish Dahariya
appreciated the efforts of or-
ganizers and explained the fun-
damental duties and rights to

youth and motivated them to
read and understand the con-
stitution.  During the program
the NSS unit presented a skit
regarding awareness towards
fundamental duties and rights
of Indian Citizens. 

The NCC unit presented a
poem and Chhattisgarhi Folk
Dance in today's function.
Santosh Yadav NCC Caretaker,
Amitabh Sharma, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Journalism, NCC cadets and
NSS volunteers were present.
The program was conducted by
NSS volunteer Anushka
Sisodiya and Vote of Thanks
was proposed by NSS volunteer
Dhananjay Yadav.

St Thomas College celebrates
National Constitution Day

Wives of plate mill officers visit BSP to understand steel making process



BOAT RIDE

With winter setting in denizens of city enjoying boat ride in Kharun on Sunday afternoon.

E-Summit 2022 by NIT Raipur’s
Entrepreneurship Cell 

Raipur, Nov 27: National
Institute of Technology
Raipur will host the E-
Summit’22 from 2nd to 3rd
December 2022 at Pandit
Dindayal Upadhyay
Auditorium, Raipur. The
Entrepreneurship Cell (E-
Cell) of NIT Raipur organ-
izes the E-Summit annual-
ly with the objective of
bringing together opportu-
nities to build and provide
a platform for young entre-
preneurs to showcase
their idea to Venture capi-
talists and set them on the
road to the business world.
E-Summit’22 will be fea-
turing various entrepre-
neurial events like
‘Ignition’, a Business
Model competition that
will connect entrepre-
neurs’ ideas with in-
vestors by creating a di-
rect channel between
them. ‘Utkrishth’, an event
where benevolent entre-
preneurs from rural and
tribal areas who have

worked for the betterment
of society will be invited to
present their innovative
ideas will be organized.
Mr. Dhawal Phadke
Sattviko, Co-founder of
‘Sattviko’, and Dr. Preethi
Ramadoss, Founder of
‘Manithee’ are the guest
speakers for this event.

‘Entropy’, is an event
that aims to facilitate
young entrepreneurs by
directly getting advice
from the best people who
have had a first-hand expe-
rience with the obstacles

of Entrepreneurship.
Guest Speakers for this
event will be Mr. Pranjal
Kamra, CEO at Finology,
Mr. Manish Pandey, Bade
Bhaiya at JOSH TALKS
and Content Creation
Educator, and Ms. Kunika
Singh Rathore, Founder of
theunknowns.ai.

A Startup camp,
‘Startup Expo’ where over
100 high-scale and low-
scale startups from in and
around Chhattisgarh are
invited and provided with
an opportunity to publi-

cize their products/servic-
es to various high-re-
source Investors. Ms.
Honey Kithani, Co-
Founder of
10000StartupsIndia is one
of the main investors for
the event. To wrap up the
whole summit, a light-
hearted speaker session
with Mr. Aashish Solanki,
Winner of Comicstan
Season 3 named ‘E-
Gathering’ is also being or-
ganized.

‘Innovation Manthan’,
‘Business Case Study’, ‘B-
Quiz’, ‘Wall Street’,
‘Cricnometrica’, and
‘Arohan’ are some other
events being organized in
E-Summit’ 22. E-summit,
being the biggest entrepre-
neurial fest in Central
India is one of the biggest
gatherings of entrepre-
neurs providing every
means to harness the hid-
den entrepreneur within
students of various insti-
tutes.

‘Hilers Theatre Club’ formed in capital city

Raipur, Nov 27: First time
in the capital city of
Chhattisgarh the city
youth Deepak Soni, owner
of ‘Hilers World’ along
with Sourabh Shrivastav
and Anupama Shrivastav
cofounders of ‘Tortoise
Motion Pictures’, a
Mumbai based film pro-
duction house with experi-
ence of theatrically re-
leased feature film ‘Play
This’ and a dozen of web
shows under their banner
have formed a one of its
kind film club titled ‘Hilers
Theatre Club’ (HTC) in
which they will be screen-
ing independent films
made by the youth of the
state. Deepak Soni from

Hilers World, has the inten-
tion to provide a grand
platform to the budding
film-makers, where they
can screen their films in
it’s full glory. Hilers
Theatre Club is well
equipped with 4k Projector
and 7.1 Dolby surround
sound, which helps the
filmmakers to show their

film in its best form.
The screenings in this

Club will be free for all the
budding artists. Sourabh
Shrivastav from Tortoise
Motion Pictures believes in
forming an eco system for in-
dependent film-makers
through this club,where
filmmakers cannot only
showcase their films but also

have a one-on-one interac-
tion with their audience. The
idea is to provide a home like
yet professional environ-
ment for aspiring filmmak-
ers of the state, he added.

Along with the screenings,
there will be regular work-
shops conducted by industry
professionals, which will
definitely help the youth to
understand the art and
commence of movie busi-
ness, Soni said.

The first screening from
the club was held on Nov
26, in which film ‘Play
This’ by Sourabh
Shrivastav was screened.
The film was shot exten-
sively in Sri Lanka and
was released by PVR cine-
mas across India.

Hilers Theatre Club is
intending to conduct regu-
lar screening and work-
shops and their intention
is to initiate a artistic
movement for all the
Cinephiles.

Truck carrying cylinders
runs over bike rider

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 27: A youth
on motorcycle was killed
after being hit by a truck
in the capital Raipur on
Sunday afternoon.
Another youth who was
injured in accident was
rushed to hospital for
treatment. The accident
which took place at
around 12 pm caused traf-
fic jam on the road near
Bhatagaon over bridge.

According to eyewit-
nesses accident took place
on Bhathagaon over
bridge right in front of bus
stand. A Hyva loaded with
sand, parked on the mid-
dle of the road due to some
breakdown had already

caused traffic jam. Two
youth on a Hero Splender
motor cycle were moving
towards the city. Seeing
Hyva on the middle of the
road the bike was sudden-
ly turned on a side but in
the meantime a truck car-
rying cylinders hit the mo-
torcycle. One of the youth
fell on the road while an-
other fell at some distance.
The truck fled after run-
ning over youth who fell
on the road.

Police and traffic jawans
who came to the site im-
mediately informed the
control room and the
truck was intercepted
near Amanaka. Deceased
Chandrahas Deshlahre is
said to be resident of
Vishvas Residency Mana
Temri. His injured friend
is currenly under treat-
ment.

Ch’garh 4th state to get NQAS certification 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 27:
Chhattisgarh has become
the fourth state in the
country to get NQAS
(National Quality
Assurance Standard) cer-
tification at sub health
center level. Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare has is-
sued NQAS certificate
after inspection and eval-

uation of Amleshwar in
Durg district and Nisda
Health and Wellness
Center sub health center
in Raipur district.

In the evaluation of
services by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare,
Amleshwar Health and
Wellness Center sub-
health center has got 94
percent marks and Nisda
has got 93 percent marks.
Both the health centers
were assessed by the cen-
tral team in July this
year.

National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certification of Health
and Wellness Center Sub
Health Centers is done
on the basis of 12 stan-
dards. For this, the or-
ganization evaluates the
quality of parameters
such as service delivery,
patient satisfaction, clini-
cal services, inputs, infec-

tion control, support
services, quality manage-
ment, outputs. Only
those hospitals which
pass the evaluation are
issued quality certifi-
cates by the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare.

So far 57 government
hospitals of the state
have been awarded the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate. These in-
clude ten district hospi-
tals, seven community
health centres, 26 pri-
mary health centres, 12
urban primary health
centers and two sub
health centres. The objec-
tive of the National
Quality Assurance
Standard Certification is
to strengthen the facili-
ties of the hospitals and
provide quality health
care to the general 
public.

Couple killed as car 
collides with pick-up

Raipur, Nov 27: A man
and his wife were killed
when a car in which they
were travelling was hit by
a pick-up vehicle on Mana-
Nimora Road of Raipur on
Saturday. The man killed
in this accident was a sol-
dier of Chhattisgarh
Police. While returning
home with his wife, both of

them met with an accident
on the way.

The car was blown apart
by the collision. The body
of the policeman’s wife got
trapped in the car and she
died on the spot. Some
passers-by took out the
body of the woman with
great difficulty. The jawan
succumbed to injuries dur-

ing treatment in hospital.
The name of the jawan

who was killed in the acci-
dent was Vijay Rajput.
Vijay was posted at
Keregaon police station in
Dhamtari. His wife’s name
was Aarti Rajput. Vijay
had become a father only a
year ago. The wife had
given birth to twin sons.
The shadow of the parents
has disappeared from
these children.

It was told that the
jawan and his wife had left
with their two children
and the driver. But while
returning, they met with
an accident. The driver of
the vehicle also sustained
injury. A child of the jawan
has also been injured in
the accident while the
other is safe.

Cycle Rally by Air NCC Cadets
Raipur, Nov 27: In view
of 74th NCC Day a cycle
rally was organised by 3
CG Air Sqn NCC in
which a total of 60 cadets
and staff of the unit par-
ticipated. NCC was estab-
lished in the year 1948
and every year the fourth
Sunday of November is
celebrated as NCC DAY.
Wing Commander Rajat
Gupta, Commanding
Officer 3 CG Air NCC
lead the rally along with
Associate NCC officer,
Squadron Leader Vijay
Kumar Choubey. The
rally was flagged off
from Science College and
the total distance covered
in the rally was 10 km
ending back at Science
college. All cadets dis-
played high levels of
“Josh” and enthusiasm
with placards on their cy-
cles and shouting slogans
of Clean India Green

India and Bharat Mata Ki
Jai throughout the route.
A lot of passersby also
joined the cadets in
shouting the slogans
which speaks about the

effectiveness of the
event. The rally included
20 cadets of Science col-
lege and 40 of Durga col-
lege. Associate NCC
Officer, Flight Lieutenant

Siddiqui, Junior Warrant
Officer SN Paul and all
other staff of 3 CG Air
NCC assisted in success-
ful conduct of the cycle
rally.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Nov 27: Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Child Heart Centre,
Nava Raipur, celebrated
its 10th Anniversary on
20th November 2022.
What stood uniquely out
was it was a Celebration
of Life in which all seg-
ments of society came
forward to joyously cele-
brate. The Gift of a
Child’s Life is priceless
to its parents but what
was witnessed at the

Sanjeevani 10th
Anniversary was a com-
ing together of the
Indian Army, NCC,
Schools, Nursing
Colleges, CRPF,
Chhattisgarh Police,
College Students, NGO’s
and many others to cele-
brate the Gift of Life pro-
vided through the totally
free of cost child heart

surgeries and interven-
tions on the assembled
2000 children. It showed
what the Power of Love
did through the selfless
Service rendered by Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital (SSSSH).
Bringing Dignity to Life
was beautifully exhibit-
ed and exemplified in
the Mass Lighting of
Lamps by the Children
and Parents and all seg-
ments of society for the
well being of the chil-
dren of the world. It was
a Mass Societal
Celebration for the
Future of the Country
something not witnessed
anywhere in the world.

The occasion had the
distinction of two
records. The first was
the recognition of Sri
Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
Hospital (SSSSH) in
Nava Raipur as the first

Centre in Chhattisgarh
and only the seventh in
India for ‘Performing
Heart Transplants &
Tissues from Cadaveric
Hearts for Homograft
Bank under the
Transplantation of
Human Organ Act, 1994.

The second was the
Guinness World Record
for the ‘Most Oil Lamps
lit Simultaneously’ by
Sri Sathya Sai
Sanjeevani Child Heart
Hospital, Nava Raipur,
Chattisgarh. This was
achieved predominantly
by the Children along
with their parents oper-
ated in the Hospital for
Heart Disease. Their
prayer and lighting of
the lamp was for the
health of the children of
the World, a unique
transformation of heart
through child heart sur-
gery indeed.

CM Baghel attacks central agencies

Raipur, Nov 27: Action of
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and Income Tax (IT)
in Chhattisgarh has
sparked political heat.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has directly at-
tacked the central agen-
cies, accusing them of ha-
rassing people in the
name of investigation.

Posting six tweets one
after another Baghel said
that ED and IT officers
were beating officials and
businessmen for record-
ing their statements.
Central agencies are the
strength of the citizens of
the country but if the citi-
zens start fearing these

forces, then surely this
negative power weakens
the country, he said.

‘Agencies like ED and
Income Tax should take
legal action against the
corrupt, we welcome it.
But the way illegal acts
are coming to the fore dur-
ing questioning of people
by ED and Income Tax of-
ficials, they are not accept-
able at all’, he tweeted.

Serious complaints
such as forcibly picking
people up from their
homes by summoning
them and forcing them to
make confessions by beat-
ing them under pressure,
threatening them to rot in
jail for life, keeping them
without food and water till
late night are being re-
ceived, Baghel said and
added that without in-
forming the local police,
the central agencies were
carrying out raids with
deployment of CRPF.
Complaints have been re-
ceived from the authori-
ties that some people have
received fracture in legs
and some have lost their
hearing after being beaten
with rods, he said.

According to the Chief
Minister the people of the

state are very angry due to
such incidents. There
seems to be a game of cre-
ating false cases for the
purpose of fulfilling politi-
cal conspiracy, he said.
The officials have been di-
rected to inform the
Government of India
about all such incidents
and action should be
sought to stop such illegal
acts, he said, adding that
videography should be
done of whoever is inter-
rogated.

‘We will cooperate fully
in the legal investigation.
If such complaints are re-
ceived by us further, then
the state police will be
legally compelled to take
action. We are committed
to the safety of our citi-
zens. Be sure…’, Baghel
tweeted.
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For ‘Most oil Lamps lit
simultaneously’ by
SSSS Child Care
Hospital in Raipur

More than 2000 
children assembled in
the Hospital on 10th
Anniv

To provide platform to
budding film-makers

First screening of film
‘Play This’ screened on
Saturday

Another person too got
injured, driver arrested

At sub health center
level

Amleshwar and Nisda
Health and Wellness
Centers  get NQAS cer-
tification

57 govt hospitals of the
state so far receive the
National Quality
Assurance Standard
Certificate

Accuse them of 
harassing people in the
name of investigation

Sourabh Shrivastav Deepak Soni

SSSH sets Guinness World
Record on its 10th anniv NCC DAY

NCC cadets observed NCC Day by planting saplings in the divider here on Sunday.

Skill development workshop held at CU 
BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  2277::  Department of
Pharmacy, Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya organized a skill
development on November 24.
The topic of this skill develop-
ment workshop was an interac-
tion of students with the regis-
tered pharmacist and pharmacy
professionals regarding an
opportunity in the pharmacy pro-
fession.

The program was conducted
under the leadership of Dr. Bharti
Ahirwar, Prof. V. D Rangari and
Dr. Sanmati Jain. The coordina-
tors of this workshop were Dr.
Sunil Kumar Jain, Dr. Sanjay
Lanjhiyana, and Dr. Sanjay Kumar
Bharti. Speakers of this program
are Dr. Rohit Raja, Nodal Officer,
Skill Development Cell Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya; Shri.
Raju Kurre Ji, Cheif Pharmacist,
SECR Railway, Bilaspur
Chhattisgarh; Shri Ravindra
Gendle Ji, ADC, Bilaspur,
Chhattisgarh; Shri Shubhash

Agrawal Ji, President, Chemist &
Druggist Association, C.G.; and
Dr. S.N. Umathe Ji, Ex-Professor,
RTM Nagpur University. Total 65
participants registered for the
workshop.

In the welcome address by Dr.
Bharti Ahirwar, she warm-heart-
edly welcomed all the respected
dignitaries with words of grati-
tude. The presence of the honor-
able guests made the event more
happening. Dr. Rohit Raja, Nodal
Officer Skill Development Cell
acknowledged everyone regard-
ing the importance of the skill
and skill Development Cell of
GGU. He also told that among the
top 10 universities of India in
terms of tie-up with big MNCs
Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
is ranked 1. Continuous efforts
are being made by the authorized
person toward skill development
and entrepreneurship opportuni-
ties for the students of GGU.

In his interactive session by

Arun Parihar, he explained the
necessity of upgradation in
knowledge over the period. The
requirement of upgradation in
knowing for development and
staying in the league of competi-
tion era is the demand of this
hour. He also shared the story of
his journey with the students
which motivated them a lot.

The Assistant Drug Controller,
Ravindra Gendle introduced the
students to various opportunities
and fields of development in the
pharma sector. He also explained
the importance of the flora and
forest belt of Chhattisgarh which
serves as the best place for phy-
toconstituents’ extraction and
their application for the better-
ment of the human world is only
known to pharmacists. And this is
the area where there are bundles
of opportunities for young bud-
ding scientists. He also told about
the scope of product manager,
manufacturing site importance,

and package handling, the
extraction procedure is among
those complex areas where only a
pharmacist and his skills can
operate with knowledge. He also
said that nowadays, pharmacies
and pharmaceutical products are
a part of our daily life. About 32-
35% of our daily diet consists of
various nutraceuticals. He con-
gratulated the students and gave
his best wishes for their bright
future. Subhash Agrawal,
President, Chemist & druggist
Association, C.G, expressed grat-
itude for inviting and sharing his
experiences and options for
future and career development
for students after Pharmacy. He
said that the secret of a success-
ful and productive career is the
excitement and enthusiasm
toward learning. He introduced
various opportunities in pharma
industries and sectors, in hospital
pharmacy, clinical research, and
many more.

Organisations hold demonstration outside railway station 

Jagdalpur, Nov 27:. On
Saturday, from 1 to 4 pm,
demonstration was start-
ed again outside the rail-
way station by Sarv
Samaj and almost all the
organizations of Bastar
division regarding the
extension of Rawghat
railway line to Bastar.
Accusing the railway ad-
ministration of continu-
ously neglecting the in-
terests of Bastar, the
speakers of Sarva Samaj
and Sangathan informed
that in the coming days a
step will be taken to-
wards a big movement
for the Bastar rail line.

During the demonstra-
tion in the railway prem-

ises, heads of all societies
and organizations of
Bastar said in one voice
that if the railway ad-
ministration does not
wake up and the Rawghat
rail line is not extended
up to Bastar, then the
railways will have to bear

the brunt of it. That’s
why the railway adminis-
tration should start the
work taking immediate
cognizance of the legiti-
mate demands of Bastar.
So that rail facilities can
be increased in Bastar
and the people of this

place can get the facility
of transport.

Protestors associated
with the Bastar Rail
Movement said that since
independence there has
been a demand for in-
crease in rail facilities in
Bastar, but the railway
department is constantly
showing stubbornness,
and ignoring the funda-
mental needs of the peo-
ple of Bastar. The condi-
tion of ignoring the rail-
way is that despite being
one of the dream projects
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the con-
struction of the Rawghat
rail line has not been
started yet. He said that
the Railways is earning
millions from Bastar re-
gion, and it is natural for
the residents of Bastar to

resent the railway ad-
ministration for not get-
ting its benefits. For the
first time so much of
public support was seen
after the announcement
of agitation for rail facili-
ties.

The railway premises
were completely packed.
The best thing is that
from school students to
90 years senior citizens
were also present in this
movement. Everyone
openly expressed their
views on the indifference
of Bastar being treated
by the Railways and said
that the demands of the
residents of Bastar
should be met, otherwise
the movement will take a
violent form and its en-
tire responsibility will be
that of the Railways.

MLA lays stone for roads worth Rs 6 cr

Bemetara, Nov 27: Chief
Guest Ashish Chhabra
MLA Bemetara laid the
stone for an approach road
from Sondh to Karamal, of
3 kms length, worth Rs 6.06
cr and it was organized at
Gram Panchayat Sodh
under Bemetara Vidhan
Sabha constituency.

On this occasion, MLA
Ashish Chhabra said that
it was a years-old demand
that the access road from
Sondh to Karamal should
be constructed. Villagers
used to face lots of prob-
lems. The pending de-
mand for road construc-
tion was placed before CM
Bhupesh Baghel and PWD
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu. As a result of which

administrative approval of
Rs 6.06 cr was granted by
the government for road
construction and its stone
laying ceremony held
today.

On completion of this
road the common people
will not have to face prob-
lems in the traffic in the
rainy season. They will get
rid of their problems dur-
ing rains and get all kinds
of facilities. Not only it
will ease in reaching to
their destination, but it
will also help other vil-
lages nearby. Due to the
construction of the road, a
new wave of development
will rise in the area, em-
ployment opportunities
will increase, people’s
business will also increase
and the rural economy
will increase. With this
construction of road, it

will strengthen the expan-
sion of basic facilities,
where the common people
will be comfortable in traf-
fic. Basic facilities like ed-
ucation and health will
also be developed rapidly.

On this occasion
Hiradevlal Verma,
President, District
Panchayat Berla, Nawaz
Khan, Vice President,
District Panchayat Berla,
Rameshwar Dewangan
President BCC Berla,
Ashwani Rupendra Patil
Sarpanch, Mamta Sanju
Verma Sarpanch Hatpan,
Ishwar Sinha President
Service Cooperative
Society, Praveen Sharma,
Ballu Singh Rajput, Rajesh
Chandel, Sahdev Sahu
Sarpanch Representative,
Dilharan Sahu Sarpanch
and other villagers and
public reps were present

Parents observe lockout for the second time  

Bemetara, Nov 27:
Angered by the appoint-
ment of Hindi medium
teachers in Basic English
Medium School, the par-
ents have observed lockout
for the second time within
20 days. Here the parents
protested fiercely for hours
under the leadership of
farmer leader Yogesh
Tiwari. There is a lot of re-
sentment among the par-
ents due to the careless at-
titude of the administra-
tion. For the last 6 months,
the parents are wandering
about the arrangement of
the teacher in the school.
Worried about the future
of the children, the par-

ents are forcibly locking
the school.

It is notable that the par-
ents studying in the Basic
School observed lockout
for the first time on 4th
November due to the short-
age of teachers. During
this, Durgesh Patel,
Devendra Sahu, Vedram
Sahu, Gopal Sahu,
Ravikant Shukla, Shanti
Verma, Ram Deshmukh,
Dadu Verma, Hitendra
Sahu, Anita Dewangan,
Ratna Patel,
Champeshwari, Raju
Manikpuri, Neha Sahu,
Daniram Sahu, Rakesh
Sahu, Uttam More than
100 parents including
Lehre, Santosh Rajput
were present.
Angry parents lockout

for second time
Parents told that for the

first time after the lockout,
five teachers were
arranged by the education
department in primary
and 1 teacher in middle
school, but out of 5 teach-
ers appointed in primary
school, 4 teachers were

sent by Block Education
Officer Arun Khare to
English Medium School.
On getting information
about this, the angry par-
ents locked the school
again in the morning of
25th November.

English teacher 
deliberately removed
Farmer leader Yogesh

Tiwari and parents in-
formed that Sudarshan
Sahu, a teacher who
knows English, was delib-
erately removed from the
school despite opposition
from parents and such
teachers have been ap-
pointed who do not know
how to read English. In
such a situation, teachers
have been appointed only
for food supply. In this re-
gard, the parents lodged a
complaint with Block
Education Officer (BEO)
Arun Khare. On which the
BEO talked about making
arrangements in the
school according to the
availability of teachers.
Angered by the officer’s
reply, the parents have de-

manded the arrangement
of English medium teach-
ers by locking the school
here on Friday.

Parents end protest 
on DEO’s assurance
On getting information

about lockout for second
time in the school, the offi-
cials immediately reached
the school and started ex-
plaining to the parents,
but the parents were
adamant on their demand
and were not opening the
lock of the school. After
about 2 hours of demon-
stration, farmer leader
Yogesh Tiwari spoke to
District Education Officer
Arvind Mishra on mobile,
where the District
Education Officer assured
to reach the district office
after 11 am and solve the
problem. On which the
parents ended their
demonstration. According
to BEO Arun Khare, on
the orders of the DEO,
arrangements have been
made for one head reader
and 2 teachers in the basic
school.

Disneyland fair gets good response

Raipur, Nov 26: The
Disneyland Fair was inau-
gurated  by Chief Guest
Dr. Rajeshree Mahant
Ramsundar Das Ji
Maharaj at Ravanbhatha
Maidan, near Interstate
Bus Stand, Bhatgaon.
Firoz Akhtar was also
present on this occasion.
The fair is getting very
good response.Visitors

have started purchasing
essential items as per their
requirement, children and
adults are enjoying the
swings. There are many
types of domestic and for-
eign swings, in which
more than one attraction
were added from time to
time. Among the many at-
tractions of the fair, there
is a ranger swing, in which

kids and adults are getting
a chance to enjoy. The di-
rector of the Disneyland
fair informed that there
are more than 150 stalls in
this fair where people can
make purchases of their
choice. Various types of
commercial stalls have
been set up here from
many states of India,
mainly: Handloom,

Sarees, Bedsheets, Wooden
Handicraft, Handicraft
Items of Bamboo, Fancy
Jewellery, toys for chil-
dren, Sofa Cover, Sofa
Cum Bed Household items
like bags, slippers are on
display here. There is a
wide variety of ladies gar-
ments. For the entertain-
ment of children and
adults, more than one
swing has been brought, in
which there is Tora-Tora
swing, which is manufac-
tured by the latest
Japanese technology and
runs on hydraulic system.
Apart from this, there is
also a children’s aero
plane, mini train, car
swing and Mickey Mouse
including break dance
swing, Columbus swing,
giant wheel, Silambo
swing and dragon swing.
Keeping in mind the taste
lovers along with shop-
ping and entertainment,
food stalls have been set
up in this fair, in which
they can enjoy delicious
dishes.

IIT Bhilai celebrated
‘Samvidhan Diwas’

Raipur, Nov 27: The
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bhilai
celebrated the
“ S a m v i d h a n D i w a s ”
(Constitution Day) on
November 26, 2022, to com-
memorate the adoption of
the Constitution of India.
IIT Bhilai honours and ac-
knowledges the contribu-
tion of the Founding

Fathers of the
Constitution. On this occa-
sion, the reading of the
Preamble to the
Constitution was done in
Hindi, Bengali, Odia,
Telugu and English in the
spirit of unity in diversity,
which is a hallmark of
India. DrSouradyuti Paul,
Associate Professor,
Department of Electrical

Engineering and
Computer Science, deliv-
ered a speech on the
Constitution of India to
mark its significance.
Students, faculty, and staff
members of the institute
participated wholeheart-
edly in the event. An on-
line quiz on “India – the
Mother of Democracy
/was also conducted.

‘Youth should work for the upliftment
of society: Prof. Chakrawal

Bilaspur, Nov 27: The
Department of Political
Science organized
Constitution Day celebra-
tions at 10.00 a.m. on
November 26, 2022 in Rajat
Jayanti Auditorium in
Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) The theme of
this program was ‘India:
The Mother of
Democracy’. The program
started with the welcome
of the guests with
saplings. The welcome ad-
dress was by  Dr. Santwana
Pandey, Assistant
Professor, Political
Science Department. Prof.
Anupama Saxena,
Coordinator of the pro-
gram and Head of the
Department of Political
Science, presented the out-
line of the event.

Barun Sakhaji
Srivastava, Associate

Executive Editor IBC 24,
invited as the Chief Guest
of the program, said that
the book of the
Constitution Code is a
book which took inspira-
tion from Indian culture

and has helped retain our
democratic and cultural
roots. Along with social
participation and contri-
bution, he also talked
about cultural coordina-
tion. In the final part of his

address, he said that there
are many bedrocks to our
lives, but they all are one
in essence. He described
the concept of “people” in-
herent in the aim of the
Constitution and ex-
plained the difference be-
tween the people and the
citizens.

Presiding over the pro-
gram, Honorable Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that the youth should work
for the upliftment of the
society. He stressed that we
need to concentrate more
on fundamental than on
fundamental rights. The
countrymen will have to
come together to develop
the nation. We must dis-
charge our duties and obli-
gations with dedication.
We have to keep a spirit of
cooperation and coordina-
tion for every section of

the society. Expressing
concern about the equality
and safety of women,
Professor Chakrawal em-
phasized on having a sense
of fairness and equality.

The guests presented
certificates to the winners
of the speech competi-
tions. The Registrar of the
University, Prof. Manish
Srivastava and the Dean
Student Welfare, Prof.
M.N. Tripathi presiding
also expressed their views.
The guests were honored
with shawls, shreephal,
and mementoes. The vote
of thanks was given by
Prof. Ram Krishna
Pradhan of Political
Science Department and
Dr. Santwana Pandey,
Assistant Professor of the
department conducted the
event. A large number of
students were also present
on the occasion.
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For extension of
Rawghat rail line

To be constructed from
Sodh to Karamal 

Protesting Hindi medium
teacher trying to teach
in English 

Parents demonstrate
under the leadership of
farmer leader Tiwari

Demands arrangements
for a head reader and 2
teachers
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Bemetara, Nov 27: On
the occasion of
Constitution Day, the pre-
amble of the Constitution
was read in the form of a
festival in Swami
Atmanand Excellent
Hindi Medium School,
Bemetara.

First of all, Dr.Bhimrao
Ambedkar, chairman of
the drafting committee,
was remembered by gar-

landing his picture, the
preamble (objective) of the
constitution was read out
to all the girl students and
school staff by the student
representative of the insti-
tution.

On this occasion, the
principal of the institu-
tion Kavita Bachpayi said
in her address that we
should discharge our re-
sponsibilities according to
the constitution, as well as
be conscious of our rights

as well as our duties. Sunil
Jha, lecturer of the insti-
tution conducted the pro-
gram. Senior lecturer on
this occasion BS Singh,
Dinesh Gautam, Yogendra
Verma, Gokul Banjare, GS
Rajput, Hirendra Sahu,
Rekha Soni, Sapna Tiwari,
Richa Mishra, Jyoti
Parmar, Aradhana
Joseph, Vidyavati Kolhe,
Neha, Richa, including all
staff and students were
present.

SPORTS MEET

Bemetara: Annual Sports Day was organized on Nov 26 at Academic World School Bemetara. School Director
Bhavna Bohra and CEO Vineet Rajouria, COO Anshul Sharma, Principal Jasveer Chowdhary along with teachers
and students of the school were present on the occasion.

Illegal sand excavation
goes on unabated

Central Chronicle News

Magarlod, Nov 27: Illegal
excavation of sand and its
transportation by the sand
mafia from sand mines of
Gram Kapalfodi is going on
openly even during night-
hours. It is worthwhile to
mention here that chain-
mounted machine and Hywa
vehicles were seized two-
three times this season itself.
Few days back as per call by
Block YC, an effigy of the
Mining officer and Tehsildar
was burnt and even after

which no action has been
taken and this illegal excava-
tion goes on unabated. YC
workers charged that miner-
al department officers of
working in nexus with the
sand mafia and raised slo-
gans in protest, demanding
strict action against those in-
volved. Even though the
Mining department officials
seized the chain-mounted ex-
cavating machine and Hywa
vehicles, few days back, but
the excavation goes on open-
ly, with no action by the con-
cerned department.

CLSA observes National Constitution Day
Central Chronicle News

BBiillaassppuurr,,  NNoovv  2277:: Under the joint
aegis of Chhattisgarh State
Legal Service Authority and Atal
Bihari Vajpayee University, pro-
gram  was organized on 26-11-
2022 on the occasion of
National Constitution Day. 

In the auditorium of Atal
Bihari University, a seminar was
organized on the topic " India is
mother of all democracies".
Anand Prakash Warial, Member
Secretary, Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority
Bilaspur was  Chief Guest of the
program. Chancellor of  Atal
Bihari Bajpai University Acharya
Arun Diwakar Nath Bajpai Vice
Addressing on this occasion
said our constitution provides
security to the citizens. 

Today we are talking about
the right of the citizens under
constitution, then we must not
forget about the rights of  ani-
mals, trees, plants, rivers etc.
who gives us something or the

other but do not ask any-
thing from us, in such a
time it becomes our re-
sponsibility that we
should discuss for them
and work for them too.
Constitution should be
imbibed in our mind.

The chief guest of the
program Anand Prakash
Warial said that our con-
stitution was adopted in
1950 and used to be cele-
brated as Law Day on
November 26 ,form the
year 2015 we started to
celebrate it  as Constitution
Day.  The objective behind its
celebration to  educate the citi-
zens about the importance of
the constitution and inform
them about their duties and
rights under  the constitution. 

It guarantees to all its citi-
zens  fundamental rights such
as right to freedom, equality,
right against exploitation, right
to freedom of religion, culture
and  educational rights and the

right to constitutional remedies.
He further said that our coun-
try's jurisprudence has a unique
principle that thousands of
criminals should be allowed to
go free but not a single innocent
should be punished. 

A person cannot escape by
saying that he did not have
knowledge of the law. It is ex-
pected from every citizen of the
country that he will have knowl-
edge about the law and the con-

stitution of the country and fol-
low it. A special campaign is
being run by Chhattisgarh State
Legal Services Authority to pro-
vide legal awareness, free legal
aid and services to the people. 

Today, apart from the law
students, students of other sub-
jects are also present here, we
request them that Many films
related to legal awareness are
uploaded on our social media
and YouTube channel Jan

Chetna, they  must sub-
scribe and watch them
and get information
about law in simple lan-
guage. He also informed
about "Aisa hoto Kya
Karein" series YouTube
which will enable them to
get answers pertinent
law subjects.

Addressing the chief
speaker of the program
Mrs. Kamini Jaiswal,
Under Secretary said that
it is known to all of us
that our constitution is

the longest constitution in the
world, it has been prepared
after  2 years,  11 months and
17 days of hard work by 284
members of the Constituent
Assembly. This is the master-
piece for our democracy be-
cause it is a living document. 

Our constitution is capable to
establish a free just society. It is
an invariable fact that in each
generation establishes princi-
ples and invent new rules ac-

cording to their need. Our con-
stitution is also capable of giv-
ing due respect to the various
situations, circumstances and
exigencies  that arise from time
to time almost like a living
being. 

It was clearly understood by
the framers of our constitution
that the coming generations
would have to amend the con-
stitutional provisions from time
to time, constitution is called
the living law of the country be-
cause it enshrines procedure for
amendment and adapt itself as
per the need of the time. 

The welcome address of the
program was given by Harsh
Pandey, Convenor and vote of
thanks was given by Mr.
Shailendra Dubey, Registrar. A
large number of university offi-
cers/employees including.
Shashank Shekhar Dubey Legal
Aid Officer, Manda Shewalkar
A.D Finance and large number
of students  participated in the
programme.

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  NNoovv  2277::  These days
in Bastar district, the police is
active in urban and rural areas
with strict blockade to arrest
the smugglers involved in the il-
legal drug trade and smuggling.
In this sequence, on Saturday,
the police nabbed five youths
while smuggling liquor in
Bastar. Police seized liquor
worth Rs 5 lakh from the ac-
cused. On information, DIG &
SSP Jitendra Singh Meena,
under the guidance of Addl. 

SP Nivedita Paul, City SP
Vikas Kumar and under the su-
pervision of SDO (Police)
Bhanpuri Ghanshyam Kamde,
station in-charge Bhanpuri
Kishore Kevat and station in-
charge Bastar Leeladhar
Rathore, a team was formed

under the leadership and direct-
ed to check the vehicles by
siege and blockade. On the in-
formation of illegal liquor smug-
gling, vehicles were checked by
setting up a mobile check-posts
in village Kumhali Mundaguda
under the leadership of station
in-charge Bhanpuri Kishore
Kevant. During checking, the
suspected Mahindra SUV car
CG 07 AM 4715 was stopped
and checked. 

In which 2 persons were pres-
ent and on enquiry, they dis-
closed their names as Vishnu
Singh R/o Shahdol (MP) and
Dilip Katre R/o Durg. On search-
ing in the car, half of Royal
Stage 10 cartons of 240 nos,
Royal Stage quarter 10 boxes
500 no's and Goa quarter 10
boxes 500 no's were found in the
said vehicle.  In this regard, on
enquiry, the statutory reply was
not submitted by the accused. 

Liquor, (quantity 266 bulk
litres), 1 mobile phone, 1 SUV
car and necessary documents

have been seized from the pos-
session of the accused. An of-
fense under Section 34(2),
59(a) of the Excise Act has been
registered against the accused
Vishnu Singh and Dilip Katre in
Police Station Bhanpuri. The
court sent both the accused to
jail. The estimated value of the
seized liquor has been estimat-
ed at Rs 3.45 lakh.  

Similarly, vehicles were
being checked under the lead-
ership of station in-charge
Bastar Leeladhar Rathore by

setting up a mobile check-post
in front of police station Bastar.
During checking, the suspected
Swift Desire car number CG 17
KU 6141 was stopped and
checked.  In the said car, 3 per-
sons Santosh Sethia R/ot
Marenga, Ganpat Sethia R/o
Marenga, Bansing Sethia R/o
Dhumdpal were present On
conducting search of the car, 15
cases of Goan whisky, totaling
750 quarters were found in the
said car. 

In this regard, on enquiry, the

statutory reply was not submit-
ted by the accused. Goa
whiskey (quantity 135 bulk
litres), 3 mobile phones, 1 car
and Rs 8000/- in cash have been
seized from the accused.
Against the accused Santosh
Sethia, Ganpat Sethia and
Bansing Sethia, 34(2) of the
Excise Act was sent to the regis-
tered court in police station
Bastar, from where they were
sent to jail. The estimated value
of the seized liquor has been es-
timated at Rs 1.35 lakh.

Inspector Kishore Kevat,
Leeladhar Rathore, Dhananjay
Sinha, Sub-Inspector
Premkumar Jha, Amit Sidar, ASI
Dilip Thakur, Satish Yaduraj,
Head Constable Prakash
Manhar, Mayaram Kashyap,
Sunil Manhar, Constable Ashok
Khakha, Vipin Minj, Premulal
Verma, Shyamlal Kashyap,
Chabilal Som, Ramkumar
Raote, Shankar Maurya,
Niranjan Beck played important
roles in this case.

Bilaspur Div registers record
loading of 100 MT in 239 days 

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Nov 27: The ef-
forts of the committed,
disciplined and continue
efforts of railway staff
along with the skilled
management made it pos-
sible to produce excellent
results even in adverse
conditions.

Bilapsur Division is
marching towards regis-
tering their name among
highest loading division of

Indian railways. Even in
adverse conditions
through goods train and
parcel train movements
ensured transportation of
goods to different corner
of the country. In the cur-
rent financial year 2022-23
till November 25 success-
fully achieved 100 MT
loading in 239 days. Earlier
100 MT loading was com-
pleted in 244 days during
the last financial year. The
goods loaded during this

time are coal, clinker, iron
ore, cement, steel, food
items, organic manure,
mineral, oil, raw materials
for steel plants etc.

This achievement was
celebrated in the control
room by DRM Praveen
Pandey and branch heads
by cutting a cake and ex-
pressing happiness. DRM
congratulated all the staff
and officers for this
achievement and encour-
aged them for the future.

CM should tell whether the tribals
will start getting jobs, says Kedar

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Nov 27: State
BJP General Secretary
Kedar Kashyap has ac-
cused the Congress gov-
ernment of cheating all
sections of Chhattisgarhi
society and said that the
Chief Minister should tell
whether the tribals will
start getting jobs immedi-
ately after the special ses-
sion of the assembly? 

Will 104 tribal children,
who were facing loss in
medical education MBBS
this year, be given admis-
sion in the medical col-
lege? Will the stalled re-
cruitment process start
from December 3? State
BJP General Secretary

Kedar Kashyap
charged that
the Congress is
again trying to
mislead the
tribals, but the
tribal society of
Chhattisgarh
will not be mis-
led. He charged
that Bhupesh
g o v e r n m e n t
only knows
how to do politi-
cal fraud. Those
who file petition against
tribal reservation, the
Congress government re-
wards them, feeds them
with the cream of power.
The person who started
the petition against the
reservation of the tribal

class, has just
been rewarded
by the Baghel
government by
making him the
Chairman of
the commis-
sion, Kedar al-
leged. The
Congress also
betrayed the
OBC category,
promising 27%

reservation and
getting its own

man to challenge it. The
person who filed a petition
in the High Court for
reservation of backward
classes and got a stay on it,
Bhupesh government has
already made him a minis-
ter in the state. State BJP

General Secretary Kedar
Kashyap said that there is
no such class left in
Chhattisgarh, which has
not been deceived by the
Congress government of
Bhupesh Baghel.

The people of
Chhattisgarh have come to
know the double stan-
dards of the Bhupesh
Baghel government. This
government has been ex-
posed. In the special ses-
sion of the Vidhan Sabha,
Bhupesh Baghel should
give an affidavit and as-
sure the people of
Chhattisgarh that he will
not get that bill repealed
by filing a petition in the
High Court through any of
his Changu Mangu.
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p 401 bulk liters of
liquor worth Rs 4.80
lakh recovered

After the special assembly session 

Kedar Kashyap

Sports stadium will be built in every
village of the district: Collector 

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Nov 27: The
District Collector here
after chairing the weekly
deadline meeting obtained
one-to-one information
from the officers regarding
the pending cases of time
limit and gave instructions
to resolve the pending
cases soon, as well as de-
clared that a sports stadi-
um will be built in every
village of the district..

On this occasion, he
also reviewed the progress
of flagship schemes of the
state government and said
that the flagship scheme is
being implemented by
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel to make
farmers, women of self-
help groups and cow
herders and economically
weaker sections capable

and self-reliant.
In the meeting, he also

obtained information re-
garding the access road to
government offices and
Anganwadi centers in the
district and instructed to
connect the government
offices and Anganwadi
centers which are not con-
nected to the main road.

Under the ambitious
Narva, Garuva, Ghuruva,

Bari scheme of the state
government, he said that a
large number of
Gauthans have been con-
structed for the conserva-
tion and promotion of
livestock and in these
Gothans, arrangements
for fodder-water etc. have
been made by construct-
ing sheds for livestock,
therefore these should be
utilized for the develop-

ment of every fold of the
society.

The Collector expressed
his displeasure over the
people of Achanakmar
Tiger Reserve (ATR) area
not getting regular elec-
tricity through solar and
instructed to provide regu-
lar electricity supply to the
people of Achanakmar
Tiger Reserve (ATR) area
through solar power.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector
Teerthraj Aggarwal, Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat D.S.
Rajput, Joint Collector
Smt. Namrata Anand
Dongre, Naveen Bhagat
and Smt. Maneka Pradhan,
sub-divisional officers of
all sub-divisions including
revenue and district level
officers of various depart-
ments were present.

Black marketing
of PDS rice 

come to fore
Tilda-Neora, Nov 27: The
black marketing of PDS
rice has come to fore and
the government's efforts to
benefit the beneficiaries of
both BPL and APL catego-
ry is being hijacked by
some elements who are
running this PDS shops.
As per a decision of the
central and state govern-
ment 5 kg extra rice per
person has been decided to
be given through PDS.
However lack of informa-
tion by the members about
extra rice has enabled PDS
shop owners to sell these
extra rice in the black mar-
ket. As per information re-
ceived, rampant black
marketing reports have
come from village pan-
chayat Sarora, Parsada,
Bhursuda( Gujra) under
Tilda block. The contrac-
tors running these PDS
shops are associated with
medicine business and are
polluting this PDS system.

Constitution Day celebrated in SAGEMSFive liquor smugglers arrested, liquor seized
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Fire in Chandni Chowk’s Bhagirath
market continues to rage 

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The fire at the
Bhagirath Palace market
in Chandni Chowk contin-
ued to rage for the fourth
consecutive day on
Sunday even after the en-
gagement of more than
150 fire tenders since its
outbreak, officials said.

Nine fire tenders are
still present at the spot.

More than 200 shops
have been damaged in the
massive fire that broke out
in the wholesale market
for electrical appliances

on Thursday night, the of-
ficials said.

“Around 150 fire tenders
have been engaged till
now, nine of them are still
at the spot. Around 200
shops have been affected
and while five building
have been completely or
partially burnt, three have
collapsed,” a senior fire de-
partment official said.

A case under IPC sec-
tions 285 (negligent con-
duct with respect to fire or
combustible matter) and
336 (act endangering life
or personal safety of oth-
ers) has been registered
against unknown people,
the official said.

The fire was brought
under control by Friday
morning but while the
cooling process was still
underway, the blaze
reignited again and
turned massive by the
evening.

The area’s narrow lanes
and shortage of water
posed a major challenge
for the firefighters.

While traders suspect
short-circuit as the cause
of the fire, officials said
the reason is yet to be as-
certained.

On Saturday, Delhi
Lieutenant Governor V K
Saxena visited the market
and said a multi-discipli-

nary committee had been
constituted to look into
ways to effectively ad-
dress issues like hanging
wires and overloaded cir-
cuits.

He sought the active in-
volvement of residents
and other stakeholders in
areas like Chandni
Chowk, Sadar Bazar and
Paharganj, among others.

He has also sought a re-
port within 30 days.

According to the fire de-
partment, due to the lack
of water supply, a remote-
controlled machine that
was being used in the fire-
fighting operation proved
to be less effective.

Three, including RAC constable shot dead 
Jaipur, Nov 27 (PTI): 

Three brothers includ-
ing a police constable were
shot dead when their
neighbour along with
some others allegedly
opened fire at them in
their house in Rajasthan’s
Bharatpur district, police
said on Sunday.

The incident occurred
in Sikrora village and the
police was informed early
Sunday.

Constable Gajendra
Singh, his two brothers
Samandar Singh and
Ishwar Singh were killed
while Gajendra’s wife, son
and his daughter in law
were injured and are being
treated at the SMS hospi-
tal in Jaipur, police said.

Gajendra Singh was a
constable posted in
Rajasthan Armed
Constabulary (RAC).

SHO Kumher
Himanshu Singh said
that Gajendra Singh’s son
Tenpal had a verbal spat
with his neighbour
Lakhan a few days back
and Tenpal had slapped
Lakhan too.

The elderly people in

the village had inter-
vened and the issue was
resolved at that time but
Lakhan wanted revenge,
the SHO said.

He said that Lakhan
along with 8-10 others
barged into the house of
Gajendra late last night
and started shouting.
They opened fire in the
air. When Gajendra Singh
came out of the room,
they shot him dead.

Hearing gunshots and
cries, his two brothers
who live in a separate
house in the neghbour-
hood came out and
rushed to Gajendra
Singh’s house and they
were also shot dead.

In the meantime, the ac-
cused also opened fire at
the family members of
Gajendra in which his
son Tenpal, his wife and
daughter in law were in-
jured, police said.

Police were informed
about the firing at around
1.30 am. The bodies were
shifted to the mortuary of
the nearby hospital and
the injured were referred
to Jaipur in critical condi-
tion.

After the incident, the
relatives and family mem-
bers started a dharna out-
side the hospital in
Kumher town demanding
the arrest of the accused.

Someone from the mob
also damaged window
glass of a few vehicles.

Tourism minister
Vishvendra Singh, who is
from Bharatpur, reached
Kumher along with
Inspector General (IG)
Gaurav Srivastava,
Superintendent of Police
Shyam Singh and other
officials and pacified the
relatives.

He assured them that
the accused will be arrest-
ed as soon as possible fol-
lowing which the dharna
was called off and post-
mortem of the bodies
started.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Anil Meena said addition-
al policemen have been
deployed in the area to
maintain law and order
and different teams have
been formed to locate and
arrest the accused in-
volved in the triple 
murder.

Rare photos, artefacts restored by Govt 
to be housed in museum

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The treasures tucked
away in the storeroom of a
West Bengal government
office in a secretariat build-
ing in Kolkata are likely to
find a place in a museum
soon as the authorities con-
cerned are planning to set
up a repository here, an of-
ficial said on Sunday.

Black and white photo-
graphs of a steam-driven
tram on the roads of the
second city of the British
Empire and another of a
pontoon bridge which pre-
ceded the iconic Howrah
Bridge over the Hooghly
river among other articles
of antiquity are in the pos-
session of the Office of
Administrator General and
Official Trustee of West
Bengal.

“We are in search of a
proper building to store
these artefacts. I am in
talks with the Calcutta
High Court. Hopefully, a de-
cision about the proposed
museum will be taken and
an announcement to this ef-
fect will be made very
soon,” Biplab Roy, the
Administrator General and
Official Trustee, told PTI.

A certificate issued to
Paul Gregory Melitus, the
1880 topper from Bengal
Presidency of the coveted
ICS examination, an ivory
replica of the Holwell
Monument, besides a 1919
book on public hygiene
written by an Indian doctor
during the outbreak of the
Spanish flu contagion, are
among the treasures dis-
covered and now being
carefully restored by the of-

fice.
Roy said his office is con-

tinuing its pursuit to recov-
er antiques lying in differ-
ent parts of the state.

“Very recently, we have
been given 200 antique ri-
fles from a police station
dating back to the 19th cen-
tury, sharp-edged weapons,
a 12th century Vishnu idol
from Bagnan in Howrah
district and another cen-
turies-old figurine from
Khardah in North 24
Parganas district,”
Roy said.

A British-era law dating
to 1849 created the office
which looks after the prop-
erty of any citizen who dies
without any heir or next of
kin. Most of those whose
properties came under the
administrator’s charge
were Britons who died

while working or doing
business here and had no
one who came forward to
claim their estate.

Many of these antique
objects, which include
thousands of sepia-tinted
photographs dating from
the 19th century to the
early 20th century along
with tonnes of documents
and artefacts stashed away
in leather folios and trunks
were spotted in the store-
room of the administrator
general and official trustee
and taken up for restora-
tion work, he said.

“Over 1,000 photos have
already been restored and
are now in the safe custody
of the office but we want to
have a proper and perma-
nent place for them where
state-of-the-art facilities
will be available,” Roy said.

Probe ordered after 
82-year-old man dies 

Khunti, Nov 27 (PTI): 

An investigation was or-
dered after an 82-year-old
man allegedly died of car-
diac arrest on Sunday
when police raided his
house in the dead of the
night in search of his son,
an accused in a cattle
smuggling case, in
Jharkhand’s Khunti dis-
trict, an officer said.

Residents of Rodo vil-
lage in Torpa police sta-
tion area alleged that the
man died after police
pushed him while enter-
ing the house.

K h u n t i ’ s

Superintendent of Police
(SP) Aman Kumar said
that a magistrate-level in-
vestigation will be con-
ducted into the case.

A special police team
reached the village,
around 60 km from capital
Ranchi, around 1 am to ar-
rest one Izhar Ahmed alias
Kallu, an accused in a cat-
tle smuggling case.

As the search was un-
derway, Kallu’s father Md
Nizamuddin suddenly fell
on the floor and died.
Police said he died of car-
diac arrest, while villagers
alleged that he died after
police pushed him.

Local sources said that
the irate villagers
gheraoed the police per-
sonnel who were conduct-

ing the raid. They were re-
leased after a team led by
sub-divisional officer
Aniket Sachan and deputy
superintendent of police
Omprakash Tiwary
reached the village and
spoke to the villagers.

Sachan, however, denied
that members of the spe-
cial team were held by the
villagers.

Police said post-mortem
found that Nizamuddin
died of cardiac arrest.

The SP termed the inci-
dent unfortunate.

“A magisterial investiga-
tion will be done into the
villagers’ allegations. A
team will soon visit the vil-
lage, and talk to the vil-
lagers to get the details,”
he said.

KCR to lay foundation stone for
airport express Metro 

Hyderabad, Nov. 27 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao would
be laying the foundation
for the Airport Express
Metro on December 6,
Minister for Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development KT Rama
Rao said in a tweet on
Sunday. He said the proj-
ect, starting at Mindspace
junction to Shamshabad (
Hyderabad International
Airport) Airport, would be
31-km long and cost ap-
proximately Rs 6,250 crore.

“Hyderabad is forging

ahead. Happy to announce
that CM KCR will be laying
the foundation for Airport
Express Metro on
December 9. This project
starting at Mindspace
junction to Shamshabad
Airport will be 31 KM long
& will be costing approxi-
mately Rs 6,250 cr,” he
tweeted. The airport ex-
press Metro is a Telangana
government- funded proj-
ect and would be complet-
ed in three years, he said in
another tweet.

“We have submitted
DPR & been in discussions
with the Central govern-
ment for an additional 31-
km city Metro expansion;
BHEL to Lakdikapul -26
KM & Nagole to LB Nagar -

5 km,” he said.
The State government

has already formed a spe-
cial purpose vehicle-
Hyderabad Airport Metro
Limited (HAML) which
would be responsible for
development, construc-
tion, operations and man-
agement of the airport
Metro link. The GMR
group, operating the Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) here, had
earlier said the group
would invest about 10 per
cent of the total cost of the
metro rail link project
being proposed by the
Telangana government for
connectivity to the aero-
drome from various parts
of the city.

‘Collection of evidence task
of investigating agency’

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

Collection of evidence is
the task of the investigat-
ing agency and a detailed
police probe is required
for the same as it is beyond
the capacity of the com-
plainant, a Delhi court has
said while ordering regis-
tration of FIR against an
Army doctor.

The court was hearing a
complaint seeking prose-
cution of the accused for
allegedly breaking into a
parked vehicle with the in-
tention to steal it.

M e t r o p o l i t a n
Magistrate Chhaya Tyagi
said the modus operandi
of the commission of
crime as well as collection
of circumstantial and
forensic evidence is be-

yond the capacity of the
complainant.

“This court is of the
opinion that collection of
evidence is the task of the
investigating agency and
determination of its con-
clusiveness or otherwise is

a matter of trial. Counsel
states that complainant is
ready and willing to again
share the photos and
videos available with the
complainant and the IO,”
the judge said.

“In the present case, al-
though the identity of the
accused is known to the
complainant, the modus
operandi of commission of
crime as well as collection
of circumstantial and

forensic evidence is be-
yond the capacity of the
complainant and a de-
tailed police investigation
is required for the same.
IO is directed to register
the FIR and file compli-
ance report,” the judge
said.

The court’s observation
came while hearing a plea
filed by a city based jour-
nalist P K Singh seeking
registration of an FIR
against doctor D J
Chakrabarty for allegedly
breaking the lock and
windshield of his car in
August 2021, with an inten-
tion to steal the car and
the belongings lying in-
side.

When the complainant
caught the accused red-
handed at the spot of the

crime, he was abused and
threatened by
Chakrabarty, Singh al-
leged.

Advocate Ashwani
Kumar Dubey, appearing
for the journalist, submit-
ted that the complainant
has already produced pho-
tographs and videos of the
damaged car and despite
that the police was not reg-
istering an FIR.

Dubey said due to police
inaction, it took one-and-a-
half-years to get the FIR
registered.

The court had earlier
sought an action taken re-
port (ATR) in the matter.

It has been stated in the
ATR that no conclusive ev-
idence, oral or digital, has
been provided by the com-
plainant, the court noted.

PADDY HARVEST

Villagers harvest paddy in a field, in Ranchi, Sunday.

TRADITIONAL DANCE FORM

Artists perform a Garo traditional dance during Wangala festival at Chotipara, in
Goalpara, Sunday.

BRIEF

Injured 
 Kolkata: Four per-

sons were injured, one
of them seriously,
when several bombs
exploded at Jagaddal
area in West Bengal’s
North 24 Parganas dis-
trict early Sunday trig-
gering panic in the
area. An official of
Barrackpore Police
Commissionerate said
as per information, an
altercation took place
between some wed-
ding party members
and a local resident
over playing music at
the marriage hall on
Saturday night.

Mishap
 Ghazipur: Three peo-

ple, including a couple,
were killed when their
car was hit by an
unidentified vehicle in
Nandganj area here,
police said on Sunday.
The accident took
place on Saturday
night, they said.
Neeraj Kumar (45), his
wife Moni (41), and
friend Alok Kumar
(44), all residents of
Bihar, were on their
way to Prayagraj
when their car was hit
from behind, they
said.

Join 
 Meerut: Senior

Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) leader
Chaudhary Yashveer
Singh along with sev-
eral others joined the
BJP here on Sunday.
Singh, who was for-
mer regional chief of
RLD, joined the saf-
fron party in pres-
ence of BJP state
president Bhupinder
Singh Chaudhary.
Besides him, former
RLD MLA Sudesh
Sharma and other
local leaders of the
party also joined the
BJP.

Award
 New Delhi: Sonam

Wangchuk, the
Ladakh-based engi-
neer whose life in-
spired a character in
Bollywood block-
buster “3 Idiots”, was
on Sunday awarded
the seventh Dr Paulos
Mar Gregorios
Award by former
Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu.
Instituted by the
Sophia Society of the
Malankara (Indian)
Orthodox Church,
the award is given
every alternate year
in the memory of the
first Metropolitan of
Delhi Diocese and
noted philosopher Dr
Paulos Mar
Gregorios.

Visit 
 Mumbai: Ships of the

Western Fleet hosted
around 4,000 children
from more than 20
schools from across
the country on
Saturday and Sunday
as part of Navy Week
2022. A Naval
spokesperson said in a
statement students
from the National
Cadet Corps, Sainik
schools, Rotary
schools, private and
government schools,
and National
Association for the
Blind visited the ships
over two days.

PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti addresses a youth con-
vention at Sher-e-Kashmkir
Park, in Srinagar, Sunday. 

COURT ORDER

 On Dec 9

 For 4th day

 During police raid at
his house



VICTORY CELEBRATION

Taipei: Taiwan Kuomintang party Taipei city mayoral candidate Wayne Chiang cele-
brates his victory with supporters in Taipei, Taiwan. Lingering concerns about the
threat posed by its giant neighbor China took a backseat in Taiwan’’s closely watched
local elections on Saturday as voters focused on other pressing issues closer to home
such as air pollution and bad traffic.

MODERN SKYSCRAPER 

Modern skyscraper are seen behind apartment compounds in Doha, Qatar.
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Toronto, Nov 27 (PTI):

A 20-year-old Indian stu-
dent was killed after he
was hit and dragged by a
pickup truck while cross-
ing a road on a cycle here,
according to a media re-
port.

Though the police have
not yet identified the vic-
tim, news website cbc.ca
in a report published on
Friday quoted the victim’s
cousin Parveen Saini as
saying that Kartik Saini
came to Canada from
India in August 2021.

Parveen Saini spoke
from Karnal, Haryana,
where their family is
from, the report said.

The family is hoping
that Kartik’s body will
be sent to India as soon
as possible for proper
burial, Parveen said.

Sheridan College has

confirmed that Kartik
was a student there, the
report said.

“Our community is
deeply saddened by the
sudden death of Kartik.
We extend our heartfelt
condolences to his fami-
ly, friends, peers and pro-
fessors,” the college said
in an email on Friday.

According to police the
fatal collision happened
at the intersection of
Yonge Street and St Clair
Avenue at about 4:30 pm
on Wednesday evening.

The cyclist died after
being struck and
dragged by a pickup
truck in midtown, it said
in a press release on
Thursday.

Emergency services
tried to free the cyclist
and revive him, but he
was pronounced dead at
the scene.

Indian student in Canada dies after being
struck and dragged by pickup truck

Seoul, Nov 27 (AP):

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un’s daughter
made a public appearance
again, this time with mis-
sile scientists and more
honorific titles as her fa-
ther’s “most beloved” or
“precious” child. She’s
only about 10, but her new,
bold photos are deepening
the debate over whether
she’s being primed as a
successor.

The daughter, believed
to be Kim’s second child
named Ju Ae and about 9
or 10 years old, was first
unveiled to the outside
world last weekend in
state media photos show-
ing her observing the
North’s intercontinental
ballistic missile launch
the previous day with her
parents and other older of-

ficials.
The daughter wearing a

white puffy coat and red
shoes was shown walking
hand-in-hand with Kim
past a huge missile loaded
on a launch truck and
watching a soaring
weapon.

On Sunday, the North’s
official Korean Central
News Agency mentioned
her for the second time,

saying she and Kim took
group photos with scien-
tists, officials and others
involved in what it called
the test-launch of its
Hwasong-17 ICBM.

KCNA described her as
Kim’s “most beloved” or
“precious” child, a more
honorific title than her
previous description of
“(Kim’s) beloved” child on
its Nov 19 dispatch.

Kim’s daughter appears again,
heating up succession debate

Colombo, Nov 27 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan govern-
ment has directed the cus-
toms department to take
stringent measures to stop
rampant gold smuggling
into the country by some air
passengers.

In a statement, the fi-
nance ministry said that no
one would be allowed to
wear excessive gold orna-
ments of more than 22
carats without the permis-
sion of the Controller
General of Imports and
Exports. “The government

has decided to take legal ac-
tion against those who wear
unnecessary amounts of
gold jewellery as they fly in
with the aim of doing ille-
gal business. Accordingly
no one would be allowed to
wear gold valued over 22
carats,” Minister of State
for Finance Ranjith
Siyambalapitiya said in a
statement on Saturday.

The customs officials
have been instructed to de-
ploy technology to detect
gold over 22 carats.

A gazette is to be issued
this week, the release said.

“Over 50 kilos of gold are
being smuggled into the
country daily by unscrupu-
lous racketeers. It is esti-
mated that over USD 30 mil-
lion are being lost monthly
to the national coffers. The
restriction is to be imposed
sequel to a report provided
by the Director General of
Customs,” Siyambalapitiya
said.

Some smugglers travel
overseas daily along with
the passengers and bring 24
carat gold ornaments with
them, the Daily Mirror
newspaper reported.

Sri Lanka to act against gold smugglers
who arrive as air passengers: Minister Milan, Nov 27 (AP):

Rescuers dug through
mud for a second day
Sunday in the search for
people lost in an enormous
landslide on the Italian re-
sort island of Ischia.

One body was recovered
on Saturday and about a
dozen people, including
children, were reported
missing in the port town of
Casamicciola, feared buried
under mud and debris that
firefighters said was six me-
tres (20 feet) deep in some
places.

Small bulldozers were
being used to clear debris,

and Italian media said dig-
ging was continuing by

hand in some places and
that teams of divers had

been brought in. “We are
continuing the search with
our hearts broken, because
among the missing are also
minors,” Giacomo Pascale,
the mayor of the neighbour-
ing town of Lacco Ameno,
told RAI state TV. The mas-
sive landslide before dawn
on Saturday was triggered
by exceptional rainfall, and
sent a mass of mud and de-
bris hurtling down a moun-
tainside toward the port of
Casamicciola, collapsing
buildings and sweeping ve-
hicles into the sea. By
Sunday, 164 people were left
homeless by the events.

One widely circulated

video showed a man, cov-
ered with mud, clinging to a
shutter, chest-deep in
muddy water. The island re-
ceived 126 mm (nearly five
inches) of rain in six hours,
the heaviest rainfall in 20
years, according to officials.
Experts said the disaster
was exacerbated by build-
ing in areas of high risk on
the mountainous island.

“There is territory that
cannot be occupied. You
cannot change the use of a
zone where there is water.
The course of the water cre-
ated this disaster,” geologist
Riccardo Caniparoli told
RAI.

Italian rescuers search for missing in island landslide

Islamabad, Nov 27 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan has
claimed that there were
three shooters involved in
the failed assassination at-
tempt on him during a
protest march in the east-
ern city of Wazirabad ear-
lier this month.

The chairman of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party suffered bullet
injuries in the right leg
when the gunmen fired at
him in Punjab’s
Wazirabad area on
November 3, where he was
leading the march against
the government to press
for snap elections.

Addressing a massive
rally of his party on
Saturday night in this gar-
rison city, which houses
the headquarters of the
powerful Army, Khan said
the two attackers previ-

ously identified were the
one who fired at him and
other PTI leaders and the
second shooter fired at the
container’s front, while
the third attacker was
tasked to eliminate the
first gunman.

Khan, 70, claimed that
this third shooter actually
killed a person at the rally
while trying to kill the
would-be assassin.

Addressing the nation
from the Shaukat Khanum
Hospital in Lahore a day
after the attack, Khan had
said he was hit by four bul-

lets in his right leg by two
shooters.

He said he was on a con-
tainer when a “burst of
bullets” was directed at
him.

“Then a second burst
came, there were two peo-
ple,” he said.

Khan, in his first in-per-
son address to the party
workers after the attack,
also alleged that “three
criminals”, who were be-
hind the failed assassina-
tion attempt, are waiting
to target him again.

He has repeatedly al-
leged that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah
and ISI Counter
Intelligence Wing head
Maj-Gen Faisal Naseer
were behind the attack on
him. Khan also announced
to continue his protest
until new elections were
announced. Elections are

not due in Pakistan until
the term of the current
National Assembly gets
over in August 2023.

“The movement of
Haqeeqi Azadi will contin-
ue until genuine freedom
is achieved,” he said,
adding that the moment
would come once new elec-
tions were held.

Khan was ousted from
power in April after losing
a no-confidence vote in his
leadership, which he al-
leged was part of a US-led
conspiracy targeting him
because of his independ-
ent foreign policy deci-
sions on Russia, China,
and Afghanistan. The US
has denied the allegations.

He is the only Pakistani
prime minister to be oust-
ed in a no-confidence vote
in Parliament. The term of
the current National
Assembly will end in
August 2023.

Imran Khan claims 3 shooters
tried to kill him in Wazirabad

United Nations, Nov 27 (PTI):

Countering terrorism
and reformed multilateral-
ism will be among the key
priorities for India as it as-
sumes the monthly presi-
dency of the UN Security
Council from December 1,
culminating its two-year
tenure as non-permanent
member of the 15-nation
powerful body.

According to the UNSC
rules of procedure, the
Council presidency rotates
between each of the 15
members of the UNSC, in
alphabetical order.

“For us, in the December
Presidency, our priorities
will be countering terror-
ism for which we have very
successfully built a good
narrative in these past few
months as well as a focus on
reformed multilateralism,”
India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN

Ambassador Ruchira
Kamboj told PTI in an ex-
clusive interview here.

India assumes the
monthly rotating presiden-
cy of the Security Council
from December 1, the sec-
ond time after August 2021
that the country will pre-
side over the Council dur-
ing its two year tenure as
elected UNSC member.

India’s 2021-2022 term on
the Council ends December
31, with Kamboj, India’s
first woman Permanent
Representative to the
United Nations in New
York sitting in the
President’s seat at the pow-
erful horseshoe table for the
month. India will also take
over the year-long G20 pres-
idency from December 1.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will travel to
New York to preside over
“signature events” in the
Security Council on re-

newed orientation for re-
formed multilateralism on
December 14 and on coun-
tering terrorism on
December 15.

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres and
President of the 77th ses-
sion of the UN General
Assembly Csaba Korosi are
also expected to brief the
UNSC meeting on
December 14. Kamboj said
counter-terrorism was one
of India’s top priorities
when it entered the Council
on January 1, 2021. She un-
derscored that from the
eight-point action plan on
combating terrorism out-
lined in the Security
Council by Jaishankar in
January 2021 to the
October 2022 Special
Meeting of the Counter-
Terrorism Committee
hosted by India during
which the Delhi
Declaration’ was adopted,

India has been successful
in demonstrating two
things. “One that there can
be no justification for ter-
ror, it is condemnable, it
has to be called out and
countries who seek to ob-
fuscate that, seek to justify
that should be called out,”
Kamboj said. The second
point is that all countries,
importantly, should speak
with a united voice. “The
problem (of terror) is
transnational and we have
to pool in our resources,
knowledge and expertise to
speak with a united voice,”
she said. On October 28-29,
the Security Council
C o u n t e r - T e r r o r i s m
Committee, currently
chaired by India, organised
a Special Meeting in New
Delhi and Mumbai on the
overarching theme of
“Countering the use of new
and emerging technologies
for terrorist purposes”.

Counter-terrorism, reformed multilateralism
India’s key priorities during its UNSC presidency

Islamabad, Nov 27 (PTI):

The Pakistan Army fi-
nally broke its silence on
Sunday to reject reports
that its outgoing chief
General Qamar Javed
Bajwa’s family members
and relatives became bil-
lionaires during his six-
year tenure, terming them
as “misleading” and based
on “blatant lies.” Gen
Bajwa, 61, is scheduled to
retire on November 29
after getting a three-year
extension. According to a
report published by the
FactFocus website, the al-
leged tax records of Gen
Bajwa’s family, the current
market value of the
known assets and busi-
ness of the army chief,
both within and outside
Pakistan, amounted to Rs
12.7 billion.

Following this, the
Shehbaz Sharif-led
Pakistan government

launched a probe and sus-
pended two officers from
service for their involve-
ment in leaking the tax
records of Gen Bajwa and
his family members.

Pakistan Army’s media
wing, Inter-Services
Public Relations, said mis-
leading data regarding the
assets of Army chief Gen
Bajwa and his family were
shared on social media,
and the same assumption-
based data was presented
in an exaggerated manner
on different platforms.

“It is totally untrue and
based on blatant lies and
malice,” the statement
read, adding that the as-
sets of Gen Bajwa, his wife
and the rest of his family
had been declared to the
Federal Board of Revenue.

A “false impression”
was being given that these
assets were acquired by
the father-in-law of Gen
Bajwa’s son during his six-

year tenure, it said. The
Army chief and his family
regularly file their tax re-
turns, the statement said.

“Like every citizen, the
Army chief and his family
are answerable to the tax
authorities for their as-
sets,” the statement added.

The FactFocus website,
which describes itself as a
“Pakistan-based digital
media news organisation
working on data-based in-
vestigative news stories”,
shared the alleged wealth
statements of Gen Bajwa
and his family from 2013 to
2021 on its page last week.

The report claimed that
the assets of Gen Bajwa’s
wife, Ayesha Amjad, went
from zero in 2016 to Rs 2.2
billion (declared and
known) in six years.

It stated the amount did
not include residential
plots, commercial plots
and houses given by the
Army to her husband.

The report also alleged
that the total worth of
the declared assets of
Mahnoor Sabir (Gen
Bajwa’s daughter-in-law)
jumped from zero in last
week of October 2018 to
Rs 1,271 million on
November 2, 2018, while
the assets of Mahnoor’s
sister Hamna Naseer
went from zero in 2016 to
“billions” by 2017.

Furthermore, the tax
returns of Sabir Hameed
the Army chief ’s son’s fa-
ther-in-law were less
than a million in 2013 but
“in the coming years, he
became a billionaire”,
the website claimed.

Finance Minister
Ishaq Dar ordered a
probe after the tax and
wealth details of Gen
Bajwa’s family members
were released online by
the website.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Sharif on

Thursday chose Lt Gen
Asim Munir as the new
Army chief to succeed
incumbent Gen Bajwa,
ending the suspense over
the key appointment.

Meanwhile, Finance
Minister Dar has said:
“We have found traces
[behind the leak]. One is
from Lahore and one is
from Rawalpindi.”

He told Geo TV that
there was a possibility
that some of the individ-
uals involved may have
the authorisation to look
at the income tax records
as there was a “circle” in
Rawalpindi where the as-
sessments took place.

At the same time, the
finance minister stressed
that the law doesn’t give
permission to leak the
record of income tax re-
turns of anyone, whether
it was the army chief or
a common man, without
court orders.

Pakistan Army rejects claims
about Gen Bajwa, family’s assets

Misleading, blatant lies

An aerial view of damaged houses after heavy rainfall trig-
gered landslides that collapsed buildings and left as many
as 12 people missing, in Casamicciola, on the southern
Italian island of Ischia, Sunday, Nov. 27. 
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Country needs 
Bio-economy 

Bio-economy has the
implicit to produce jobs
and induce new results
for the earth's major chal-
lenges in the fields of
health, food, water and
climate change. Bio-econ-
omy is or bio-based fru-
gality involves using re-
newable natural coffers
sustainably to produce
food, energy and artificial
goods.It exploits the un-
tapped eventuality of nat-
ural waste and residual
a c c o u t r e m e n t s
.Himalayas passing fre-
quent flash cataracts,
melting of glaciers, loss of
territories, and landslides
due to unplanned devel-
opment for the region's
profitable growth.Bio-
grounded frugality is the
result for the growth and
development of the
Himalayan countries.

Experts say bio-econo-
my has the implicit to
produce jobs and induce
new results for the earth's
major challenges in the
fields of health, food,
water, and climate
change, and deliver so-
cial, environmental and
profitable benefits.Bio-
economy is a fairly new
conception and fleetly de-
veloping in several na-
tions. India can be a
major player with its
unique coffers from the
Himalayan region, espe-
cially from the north-
eastern Himalayas if cen-
tral regime look into this
seriously.

VijayKumar H K,
Raichur

Unworthy host 
Qatar, an oil-producing

nation with a rich Petro
Dollar but not very much
known for soccer prowess,
is hosting the FIFA World
Cup 2022. The first-time
host has shown plenty of
arrogances in their usual
style, which are as fol-
lows. They have imposed
a blanket ban on alcoholic
drinks much to the great
discomfort of the visiting
spectators from various
nations. They lacked
proper accommodation fa-
cilities for the visiting for-
eign spectators. They in-
vited an internationally
known terrorist named
Zakir Naik in the opening
ceremony, thus giving
moral support to global
terrorism. It appears as if
FIFA, the supreme body of
world football, relies on
the Petrodollar. Being a
host, one must look after
the comfort of the visitors
and abide by the laws and
sentiments against terror-
ism. FIFA should remind
the host nation that reli-
gion and terrorism have
no place in sports, and re-
ligious discourse is un-
warranted in a global
sporting extravaganza.
Lanu Dutt Chowdhury,

Guwahati.
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A vendor arranges 'Chhou' masks, put up for sale at West Bengal's handicraft fair 'Hasta Shilpa Mela 2022', in Kolkata,
Sunday, Nov. 27.

HASTA SHILPA MELA 2022

R are public protests opposing China's stringent
Covid lockdowns intensified in the country, while

coronavirus cases continue to rise sharply with close to
40,000 infections on Sunday. Chinese social media and
Twitter have many videos of public protests, including a
mass demonstration in Shanghai where people in a rare
display of anger shouted slogans against the ruling
Communist Party of China (CPC) and President Xi
Jinping. Many protesters were reportedly being arrest-
ed. There are also videos of protests from various uni-
versity campuses where students came out in the open to
oppose the lockdowns. On Saturday, the government
stepped back from enforcing lockdowns in Urumqi, the
provincial capital of Xinjiang, where 10 people were
killed and nine others injured on Thursday in a fire at an
apartment block which was under COVID lockdown.
During the weekend, Urumqi witnessed a huge demon-
stration in which many Han Chinese nationals took part
along with Uygur Muslims. Urumqi authorities on
Saturday said the city would lift coronavirus restrictions
"in phases" after footage surfaced online showing rare
protests against a three-month lockdown, Hong Kong-
based South China Morning Post reported on Sunday.
The footage of protests, which was later censored,
showed hundreds of residents in a public square outside
a government office, chanting slogans "serve the people"
and "end the lockdown", and singing the national an-
them. Other clips showed scuffles between residents and
people in hazmat suits in the street. In Beijing, people
from several compounds, under lockdowns for days, also
staged protests, leading to officials withdrawing the
curbs. Meanwhile, the National Health Commission on
Sunday said 39,501 coronavirus cases, including 35,858
asymptomatic cases, were reported in the country by the
end of Saturday as mass COVID tests were carried out
across China to identify new clusters of infection. It is
for the fourth consecutive day that China reported an in-
crease in cases, the highest since it recorded a sharp
spike in cases in top cities like Shanghai in April. The
capital Beijing has been reporting a sharp escalation of
cases, which on Sunday climbed to over 4,700, amid grow-
ing protests and unease in the city over lockdowns of
dozens of apartment buildings. As of Sunday, the city
has 9,694 cumulative confirmed cases. The State
Council's Joint Prevention and Control Mechanism,
meanwhile, has reiterated its commitment to cracking
down on COVID-19 control malpractices and urged local-
ities to rectify improper implementation of the guide-
lines. The mechanism said that some local governments
have been found to either roll out overt measures such as
ordering widespread lockdowns or take a lax attitude to-
ward the disease, and both tendncies are wrong, state-
run China Daily reported on Sunday.
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Kajal Chatterjee

F ollowing any criticism, instead of crying foul that
he is being "SP ecifically targeted" due to his "hum-

ble"  "poor"  "low caste" origin and what not along with
sentimental invocation of "regional pride" which is sup-
posedly "always under attack" by the "enemies of mother
state"; there should have been a sincere attempt to in-
dulge in introspection, admit any failure or misstep or
even patiently hear any criticism and thereafter defend
himself in a sane civilised tone by banking on logic and
truth. And if somebody cannot digest any form of "in-
sult" heaped upon "mother state"; then minimum sanity
demands that he should not taunt mock West Bengal as
well in filthiest of terms, character assassinating it as
"land of traffickers terrorists smugglers and bomb mak-
ers". Or is own "mother state" any sort of "holy cow" that
it resides above all norms of criticism. And one who
complaints against "personal attacks" directed at him
should also never taunt any full-fledged Indian citizen
and her children as "Italians" (even being "Italian" also is
not a "sin") as well. Even her assassinated husband also
doesn't get spared from allegation of "Corruption" de-
spite not a single proof of his any wrongdoing. He
should not mock the Government of erstwhile
Karnataka Chief minister Siddaramaiah as "Seedha
Rupaiah government" as well, again without furnishing
any proof of his involvement with corruption. He should
not publicly denigrate West Bengal Chief minister and
her nephew as "patrons of corruption" as well without
any judicial proof. Not to forget how the 2021 West Bengal
Assembly campaign phase was polluted with vulgar cat-
calls of "Didi O Didi". It seems all rights of self-respect
and dignity are reserved for only the honchos of a partic-
ular political outfit. Not to speak of the prompt levelling
of his political adversaries as an "alliance of looters and
corrupt", as if only the concerned speaker and his disci-
ples form the "last word" of honesty and accountability.
Lastly, "development" of "mother state" indeed. God save
that state or country from such a "development" where
"ugliness" of city slums are required to be covered by
clothes or building "high long wall" so as to hide it from
guests visiting from abroad and millions of citizens have
to leave for civil war-affected West Asia or poorest of
countries of North/Central Africa by risking their lives
despite cruel work environment there just to escape
wretched conditions back home. If the April 2016
Vivekananda flyover collapse in Kolkata killing 21 people
was a "message from God to the people to save Bengal
(from the Mamata Banerjee government) or the state
would be destroyed like the bridge"; the very same politi-
cal heavyweight should now announce boldly that the
October 2022 bridge collapse in Morbi killing around 135
people is a "message from God to the people to save
Gujarat (from the BJP government) or the state would be
destroyed like the bridge". However, it is too much to ex-
pect such "sense of equality" from those persons who
don't hesitate a bit to indulge in cheap rhetoric and un-
scientific irrational talks by exploiting such a massive
human tragedy.

TREAT OTHERS AS THE WAY
YOU WANT TO BE TREATED 

Anti-Covid protests 
flare up in China

N utritionists will tell you
to eat a rainbow of fruit

and vegetables. This isn't just be-
cause it looks nice on the plate.
Each colour signifies different
nutrients our body needs. The
nutrients found in plant foods
are broadly referred to as phy-
tonutrients. There are at least
5,000 known phytonutrients, and
probably many more. So what
does each colour do for our body
and our overall health?

Red
Red fruits and vegetables are

coloured by a type of phytonu-
trient called "carotenoids" (in-
cluding ones named lycopene,
flavones and quercetin but the
names aren't as important as
what they do). These
carotenoids are found in toma-
toes, apples, cherries, watermel-
on, red grapes, strawberries and
capsicum. These carotenoids
are known as antioxidants. You
will have heard this name be-
fore, but you might not remem-
ber what it means. It has some-
thing to do with "free radicals",
which you've also probably
heard of before.

Free radicals are formed nat-
urally in our body as a byprod-
uct of all our usual bodily
processes such as breathing and
moving, but they also come from
UV light exposure, smoking, air-
pollutants and industrial chemi-
cals. Free radicals are unstable
molecules that can damage pro-
teins, cell membranes and DNA
in our body. This natural but
damaging process is known as
oxidation or oxidative stress.

This contributes to ageing, in-
flammation and diseases includ-
ing cancer and heart disease.
Importantly, antioxidants "mop
up" the free radicals that form in
our body. They stabilise the free
radicals so they no longer cause
damage. Increasing antioxi-
dants in your diet lowers oxida-
tive stress and reduces the risk
of many diseases including
arthritis, type 2 diabetes, heart
disease, stroke and cancer.

Orange
Orange fruits and vegetables

also contain carotenoids, but
slightly different ones to red veg-
gies (including alpha and beta-
carotene, curcuminoids, and
others). These are found in car-
rots, pumpkins, apricots, man-
darins, oranges and turmeric.
Alpha and beta-carotene are
converted to vitamin A in our
bodies, which is important for
healthy eyes and good eyesight.
Vitamin A is also an antioxidant
that can target the parts of your
body made of lipids (or fats)
such as cell membranes. The vi-
tamin A targets the free radicals
building up around our cell
membranes and other areas
made of lipids, reducing the risk
of cancers and heart disease.

Yellow
Yellow fruit and vegetables

also contain carotenoids, but
they also contain other phytonu-
trients including lutein, zeaxan-
thin, meso-zeaxanthin, viola-
xanthin and others. These are
found in apples, pears, bananas,
lemons and pineapple. Lutein,
meso-zeaxanthin and zeaxan-
thin have been shown to be par-
ticularly important for eye
health and can reduce the risk of
age-related macular degenera-
tion, which leads to blurring of
your central vision. These phy-
tonutrients can also absorb UV
light in your eyes, acting like a
sunscreen for the eyes and pro-
tecting them from sun damage.

Green
Green fruits and vegetables

contain many phytonutrients
including chlorophyll (which

you probably remember from
high school biology), catechins,
epigallocatechin gallate, phytos-
terols, nitrates and also an im-
portant nutrient known as fo-
late (or vitamin B9). These are
found in avocados, Brussels
sprouts, apples, pears, green tea
and leafy vegetables. These also
act as antioxidants and there-
fore have the benefits as de-
scribed above for red veggies.
But this group also provides im-
portant benefits in keeping your
blood vessels healthy, by pro-
moting something called "va-
sodilation".

These phytonutrients help
make our blood vessels more
elastic and flexible allowing
them to widen or dilate. This im-
proves blood circulation and re-
duces blood pressure, reducing
our risk of heart and other ves-
sel complications and disease.
Folate is recommended before
pregnancy because it helps re-
duce the risk of neural tube de-
fects (such as spina bifida) in ba-
bies. Folate helps the develop-
ment of the foetal nervous sys-
tem during the first few weeks of
pregnancy, as it has been shown
to promote healthy cell division
and DNA synthesis.

Blue and purple
Blue and purple produce con-

tain other types of phytonutri-
ents including anthocyanins,
resveratrol, tannins and others.
They are found in blackberries,
blueberries, figs, prunes and
purple grapes. Anthocyanins
also have antioxidant properties
and so provide benefits in reduc-
ing the risk of cancer, heart dis-
ease and stroke, as explained
under red fruit and veg. More re-
cent evidence has indicated they
may also provide improvements
in memory. It is thought this oc-
curs by improving signalling be-
tween brain cells and making it
easier for the brain to change
and adapt to new information
(known as brain plasticity).

Brown and white
Brown and white fruits and

vegetables are coloured by a

group of phytonutrients known
as "flavones", this includes api-
genin, luteolin, isoetin and oth-
ers. These are found in foods
such as garlic, potatoes and ba-
nanas. Another phytonutrient
found in this colour of vegeta-
bles, particularly in garlic, is al-
licin. Allicin has been shown to
have anti-bacterial and anti-
viral properties. Most of this re-
search is still at the lab-bench
and not many clinical trials
have been done in humans, but
lab-based studies have found it
reduces microorganisms when
grown under laboratory condi-
tions. Allicin has also been
found in systematic reviews to
normalise high blood pressure
by promoting dilation of the
blood vessels.

How can I get more 
veggies in my diet?

Coloured fruit and vegetables,
and also herbs, spices, legumes
and nuts provide us with a
plethora of phytonutrients.
Promoting a rainbow of fruit
and vegetables is a simple strate-
gy to maximise health benefits
across all age groups. However
most of us don't get the recom-
mended amount of fruit and
vegetables each day. Here are
some tips to improve your in-
take:
1. When doing your fruit and

vegetable shopping, include
a rainbow of colours in your
shopping basket (frozen va-
rieties are absolutely fine)

2. Try some new fruit and veg-
etables you haven't had be-
fore. The internet has tips on
many different ways to cook
veggies

3. Buy different colours of the
fruit and vegetables you nor-
mally eat like apples, grapes,
onions and lettuces

4. Eat the skins, as the phytonu-
trients may be present in the
skin in higher amounts

5. Don't forget herbs and spices
also contain phytonutrients,
add them to your cooking as
well (they also make vegeta-
bles more appealing.)

What are fruits & vegetables colour do for our overall health?

Kajal Chatterjee

S oma Hazra Das.
Certainly not a face in

the crowd by any yardstick:
but she richly deserves kudos
for her impeccable self-respect
and sense of honour. Far from
remaining ashamed of her
work as a supplier of spices to
the roadside shops and ven-
dors selling fritters, she has
lodged a police complaint
against a group of protesting
job aspirants who had fried
fritters in public while de-
manding government jobs in
Central Kolkata.

The job aspirants have every
moral right to express their
grievance against the
Government in a peaceful
mode or dream of a desk-ori-
ented job; but hold absolutely
no right to demean people as-
sociated with frying and sell-
ing fritters on the road. They
have every freedom to not opt
for frying and selling fritters
on road; but through which au-

dacity can the protesting youth
brigade dare to assault the sen-
timents of the much hard-
working fritter vendors who
perform their honest work
throughout the year in harsh-
est conditions on roads brav-
ing various weather-related ad-
versities.

However, this assault upon
the sentiments of fritter ven-
dors is hardly surprising as
the protesting job aspirants
have drawn "inspiration" from
their "blue-blooded" brethrens
all across the country! If doc-
tors are often seen to "sell" po-
tatoes on road while protest-
ing against any issue, many
"high profile" degree attainers
have been seen to polish shoes
on road while protesting
against reservation policies
and quota system.

It is a high time stern ques-
tion that needs to be asked :-
how can they denigrate a cer-
tain profession as "not re-
spectable enough" with any as-
sociation with it "deserving

contempt". Who has decided
that only those who are well
versed in English or have land-
ed government jobs in offices
or made a fortune in glam-
orous business qualify to pos-
sess "dignity".

In this context I get remind-
ed of an otherwise very clean
sober cultured Bangla film
named 'Chadmabeshi' (which
was remade in Hindi by
Hrisikesh Mukherjee --
"Chupke Chupke"). In the
Bangla version of the film, the
hero (professor of Botany)
takes the garb of a driver and
takes an appointment in the
home of his wife's brother-in-
law (advocate) so as to fool or
test the intelligence of the lat-
ter.

In the meantime his wife
comes to visit her sister and
brother-in-law. Thereafter one
fine morning the hero ran
away with his wife which
seemed to all others that the
"driver has eloped with the sis-
ter-in-law of the advocate". In

that comic situation of the
film, a very popular song got
enacted with the lyrics sug-
gesting --- "Oh what a matter of
shame, a girl of a Bhadralok
family has eloped with a driv-
er". Earlier I used to enjoy this
song very much, but now an
intense distaste fills my soul
whenever I hear the lyrics.
That means a driver and
Bhadralok cannot be synony-
mous terms. Bhadralok means
gentleman.

So a driver cannot be a gen-
tleman.Being Bhadralok is
perhaps the monopoly of per-
sons of high degree and posi-
tions only. In my two decades
of service, one of the most
gentle persons I have come
across happens to be a driver
named Mr.Naskar. His son is
an engineer. His grandson is
now an 8 year old boy. Now if
that boy hears this song; he
will "at last understand" that
while his father is a
Bhadralok, his grandfather is
not! Why? Because he was a

driver.
Actually vulgar class-con-

sciousness among the Indians
have "given birth" to such an
ugly mindset, thereby remain-
ing ignorant of the noble hu-
manitarian concept of "digni-
ty of labour". A person should
be judged through his values,
ethics, principle honesty, hard
work and contribution to-
wards the society; not through
his job status or work profile.

I wonder what would our
"elite" or "elite-minded" citi-
zens do if all the drivers, cob-
blers, vendors, rickshaw/van
pullers, plumbers, mechanics,
washermen , sweepers, clean-
ers ayahs sentries or app-
based food suppliers halt work
for just a single day all across
the country. If the hardwork-
ing honest relentless toilers of
our land are not bestowed
with entitled respect and hon-
our ; the least the "elite" sector
can do is to please refrain itself
from making a mockery of
their profession.

AWARD EQUAL DIGNITY TO ALL FORMS OF LABOUR 

EVANGELINE MANTZIORIS
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Over 5000 experts
visit Duroply pavilion

Lucknow: Duroply
has received an excel-
lent response from the
building material in-
dustry at its activation
centre at the Lucknow
Architecture Festival
2022. This was held at
Ekana Stadium from
November 04 - 06, 2022.
Over 500 architects,
interior designers,
and building material
experts visited
Duroply’s pavilion.
Experts learnt about
the premium range of
plywood products
from Duroply and
how these make the
home and office interi-
ors outlive genera-
tions. Kuldeep Tiwari,
Branch Head,
Lucknow Region,
Duroply, said, “We are
committed to seeing
UP also embrace the
premium range of
Decorative Veneers
from Duroply so that
the interior of homes,
office complexes, ho-
tels, hospitals, build-
ing complexes, and
other residential and
commercial spaces
will be enhanced by
Duro Nature’s
Signature Veneers.
Excellent response to
our Pavilion is a testi-
mony to Duroply’s
trust that we have
built over decades.”

Godrej Properties
New Delhi: Godrej
Properties expects to
launch a luxury hous-
ing project at Ashok
Vihar in the national
capital in March quar-
ter and is eyeing Rs
8,000 crore of sales
revenue from this
property. It had in
February 2020 ac-
quired a nearly 27-acre
land in the national
capital for Rs 1,359
crore to develop a lux-
ury housing project.

IDBI Bank 
New Delhi: IDBI
Bank will continue to
operate as an ‘Indian
private sector bank’
after its strategic sale
and the government’s
residual 15 per cent
stake in the lender
post privatisation will
be considered as ‘pub-
lic shareholding’, the
finance ministry said
on Sunday.

Gateway Distriparks
Mumbai: Integrated
inter-modal logistics
operator Gateway
Distriparks has plans
to invest at least Rs 500
crore by the fiscal
year 2025 to fuel its
growth plans, includ-
ing expansion of rail
vertical, among oth-
ers. With a greenfield
inland container
depot coming up at
Jaipur and the acqui-
sition of an ICD ter-
minal at Kashipur,
which is expected to
be completed next
months, GDL is look-
ing to add a total of
five ICDs by FY25,
company’s chairman
and Managing
Director Prem Kishan
Dass Gupta has said.

Indian pharma
Hyderabad:
Pharmaceutical ex-
ports from India regis-
tered a growth of 4.22
per cent to reach USD
14.57 billion during
the April-October.
Udaya Bhaskar,
Director General of
Pharmaceuticals
Export Promotion
Council of India
(Pharmexcil) which is
an organisation under
the Ministry of
Commerce, said he
was hopeful of ending
the current fiscal at
around USD 27 billion
as against USD 24.62
billion during the last
financial year.

INDIA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR 

Visitors on the last day of the India International Trade Fair (IITF), at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, Sunday, Nov. 27.

GULMARG SKI RESORT

Tourists at Gulmarg ski resort, in Jammu and Kashmir.

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

Miners’ body FIMI has
sought withdrawal of ex-
port duty on bauxite, stat-
ing that the move will lead
to optimum utilisation of
low-grade mineral re-
sources as it will expedite
reopening of closed baux-
ite mines, create jobs and
earn foreign exchange.

Bauxite is the principal
ore of aluminum and
therefore the mineral is
the essential raw material
for aluminium producers.

“The export duty of 15
per cent on bauxite is
detrimental to the Indian
non- metallurgical bauxite
producers and ex-
porters...This Federation
therefore request for com-
plete withdrawal of export
duty on exports of baux-
ite,” FIMI said in its pre-
Budget proposals to the fi-
nance ministry. India, it
said, is not only self-suffi-
cient in meeting its re-

quirement but has huge
potential to be a major
player in the international
bauxite market.

Domestic alumina and
aluminum producers have
their own captive mines or
meet their requirement
from mines located in east-
ern and central parts of
the country, which contain
plant grade bauxite.

On the other hand,
bauxite deposits occur-
ring in the country’s west
coast (low in alumina con-
tent and high in silica) are
technically not suitable
and economically unvi-
able for the
refiners/smelters in the
country. However, such
non-plant grade bauxite is
accepted in certain coun-
tries on account of the
paucity of the mineral and
availability of technology
for using low-grade baux-

ite. Effectively, exporting
the sub-par non-plant
grade bauxite from the
country’s west coast leads
to generating direct and
indirect employment for
more than 50,000 labour-
ers, principally in the
Jamnagar/Porbandar re-
gion of Gujarat.

It also leads to the vi-
brant economic ecosystem
for local communities,
stevedores and other relat-
ed ancillary industries,
FIMI added.

This generates revenue
for the exchequer in the
form of royalties, port
dues, and taxes, besides
contributing to earning of
foreign exchange and re-
ducing the skewed trade
deficit. Since availability
of low-grade bauxite is
much more than the do-
mestic demand in the
country, the same was
being exported, particular-
ly from Maharashtra and
Gujarat coastal regions.

FIMI seeks withdrawal 
of export duty on bauxite

 Budget 2023-24

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

India Inc has begun to
feel the adverse impact of
RBI’s interest rate hikes of
190 basis points in the cur-
rent financial year, indus-
try body CII said on
Sunday, as it urged the cen-
tral bank to consider mod-
erating the pace of its mon-
etary tightening ahead of
the forthcoming policy.
CII’s analysis of results of
2,000-odd companies in the
second quarter (July-
September 2022) shows
that both the top-line and
bottom-line has moderated
on sequential and annual
basis. Thus, moderation in
pace of monetary tighten-
ing is the need of the hour,
it argued. According to CII,
domestic demand is recov-

ering well as mirrored by
the performance of a host
of high-frequency indica-
tors. However, the prevail-
ing global ‘polycrisis’ is
likely to impinge on India’s
growth prospects too.

“Given the headwinds to
domestic growth mainly
emanating from the global
uncertainties, the RBI
should consider moderat-
ing the pace of its mone-
tary tightening from the
earlier 50 basis points,” the
industry body stated.

While CII is cognisant of
the fact that RBI’s interest
rate hikes of 190 basis
points so far in this fiscal
have been warranted to
tame inflationary pres-
sures, the corporate sector
has now started to feel its
adverse impact, it said.

However, given the sticky
core inflation at around the
6 per cent mark, the RBI
could consider hiking the
key interest rates by an ad-
ditional 25 to 35 basis
points to tame inflation, it
suggested. It pointed out
that notwithstanding the
recent moderation noted in
CPI headline print in
October 2022, inflation con-
tinues to remain outside
RBI’s target range for 10
consecutive months. With
a yawning gap existing be-
tween credit and deposit
growth, an additional rate
hike will incentivise
savers, thus providing an
impetus to deposit growth
and help narrow the credit-
deposit wedge, the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) said.

CII urges RBI to moderate
pace of interest rates hikes

MMuummbbaaii,,  NNoovv  2277::  

Building a home is a daunting
task involving significant chal-
lenges like budget, plot size,
house plans, choice of building
materials, and many more. To
address these tasks and deliver
an engaging customer experi-
ence, Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd.,
India’s fifth-largest cement
group in terms of capacity hav-
ing over fifty-plus products in
cement, ready-mix concrete,
and modern building materials,
launched NuvoNirmaan – the
first direct-to-customer home
assist app. This is an all-in-one
digital platform that covers a
wide range of information and
points of guidance throughout
the stages of home building
and construction, with mini-
mum turnaround time and min-
imum dependence. On the App

launch, Madhumita Basu,
Nuvoco’s Chief Strategy and
Marketing Officer commented,
“ According to several reports,
the Indian Construction Market
is expected to grow more than
10% between 2022 and 2027. A
significant portion of this
growth will be driven by India’s
vast homebuilding community.
Currently, there are limited
digital platforms that cover
and assist them in their home-
building journey. Through
NuvoNirmaan, Nuvoco aims to
fill this void by providing all
customers with access to up-
to-date information and tools
about home building at their
fingertips. The NuvoNirmaan
app aims to engage and simpli-
fy the home-building journey
and help to plan effectively
from execution through com-
pletion.”

Nuvoco launches
‘NuvoNirmaan’

Mumbai, Nov 27:  

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance has launched a
new participating savings
product, ‘ICICI Pru Sukh
Samruddhi,’ which pro-
vides customers with dual
benefits of guaranteed ben-
efits and growth potential
in the form of bonuses.
Besides, the life cover con-
tinues for the entire dura-
tion of the policy, including
the income period, provid-
ing financial security to the
family. This product also
provides a higher maturity
benefit to women cus-
tomers to encourage them
to embark on their saving
journey and achieve finan-
cial independence. To ad-
dress the varied financial
needs of customers, this
long-term saving product

has been made available in
two variants – Income and
Lump sum. The innovative
feature of ‘Savings Wallet’
allows customers to accu-
mulate and grow the in-
come, instead of taking it as
payment. This accumulated
corpus can be withdrawn
from the ‘Savings Wallet’ in
part or in full at any time
during the policy term.
This feature can enable cus-
tomers to meet their chang-
ing financial needs as per
their lifestage.
Furthermore, the unique
‘Save the Date’ feature en-
ables customers to start re-
ceiving income on a date of
their choice. Customers can
choose to receive income on
special dates such as mar-
riage anniversary, spouse’s
birthday, etc., thereby mak-
ing them memorable.

ICICI launches 
new product

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors have rediscovered
their liking for Indian eq-
uities, making a net invest-
ment of Rs 31,630 crore in
November on hopes of an
end to the aggressive rate
hikes, and positivity about
overall macroeconomic
trends.

According to experts,
after remaining net sellers
in August and September,
Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) are un-
likely to be major sellers
going forward.

Rising expectations of
aggressive rate hike cycles
nearing an end on relative-
ly easing inflationary
curve, better than expect-
ed US macroeconomics
data and resilience of the
Indian economy compared

to global counterparts are
also driving FPI inflows.

According to data avail-
able with the depositories,
FPIs invested a net sum of
Rs 31,630 crore in equities
during November 1-25. In
comparison, there was a
net outflow of Rs 8 crore
and Rs 7,624 crore in
October and September,
respectively.

In August, FPIs were net
buyers to the tune of
51,200 crore and they pur-
chased equities worth
nearly Rs 5,000 crore in
July.

Prior to this positive
trend, FPIs remained net
sellers for nine straight
months starting October
2021 amid a continuous
rise in the dollar.

Going ahead, FPI flows
are expected to remain
volatile in the near term

given the geo-political con-
cerns, Shrikant Chouhan,
Head - Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities,
said.

So far this year, the total
outflow by FPIs in equities
stood at Rs 1.37 lakh crore.

The spurt in net inflows
in November could be at-
tributed to recent surge in
equity markets, stability
in the Indian economy
compared to its global
counterparts and stabili-
sation in the rupee,
Morningstar India
Associate Director -
Manager Research
Himanshu Srivastava
said.

In a reflection of bullish
market sentiments,
Sensex and Nifty scaled
lifetime highs for the sec-
ond straight session on
November 25.

FPIs flock to Indian mkt; buy
shares worth Rs 31,630 cr in Nov

Bengaluru, Nov 27 (PTI):

The Ola Uber Drivers
and Owners’ Association
(OUDOA) and the au-
torickshaw drivers linked
with the ride-hailing com-
panies are apprehensive
about the five per cent con-
venience fee and Goods
and Services Tax levied on
every autorickshaw ride
taken up by passengers.

The Karnataka govern-
ment on November 25 di-
rected the regional trans-
port authorities to charge
five per cent convenience
fee and GST from the ride
hailing companies on each
autorickshaw ride by the
passengers.

OUDOA president
Tanveer Pasha blamed the
state government for not
presenting the case prop-

erly before the Karnataka
High Court.

The government should
have brought an amend-
ment to the Karnataka On-
Demand Transportation
Technology Aggregators’
Rules because there is no
provision for autorick-

shaw in it, Pasha told PTI.
“If they (transport depart-
ment) had given proper in-
formation to the court,
then the court would have
directed the government
to bring an amendment to
the rule,” he said. Pasha
also alleged that the trans-

port department did not
take on board the Regional
Transport Authority,
Bengaluru Urban district,
whose chairman is the
deputy commissioner of
Bengaluru Urban district
while passing the direc-
tion.

In the existing scheme
of things, the charge for
every kilometre while rid-
ing an autorickshaw is Rs
15. Adding the five per cent
convenience fee with GST
on per kilometre ride in
Bengaluru would cost
about 80 paise, Pasha was
apprehensive that the ag-
gregators may find ways
to increase it. The mini-
mum charge fixed by the
government for autorick-
shaw rides is Rs 30 and the
per kilometre fare above
that is Rs 15.

Ola, Uber drivers fret over 5 pc 
convenience fee on each autorickshaw ride

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

NITI Aayog Vice
Chairman Suman Bery on
Sunday expressed concern
over the revival of Old
Pension Scheme by some
states, saying it would bur-
den future taxpayers at a
time when India needs to
focus on fiscal prudence
and promoting sustained
growth. In an interview to
PTI, Bery also underlined
the need for enhancing
capital expenditure and
creating a space for the
private sector through fis-
cal consolidation.

“I am slightly more wor-
ried about the return to
the Old Pension Scheme
(OPS). I think that is more
of a concern because the
cost will be borne by fu-
ture taxpayers and citi-

zens, not the present,” he
said. The OPS, under
which the entire pension
amount was given by the
government, was discon-
tinued by the NDA govern-
ment in 2003 from April 1,
2004. Under the new pen-
sion scheme, employees
contribute 10 per cent of
their basic salary towards
pension while the state
government contributes 14
per cent. “I think political

parties have to exercise
discipline, since we are all
working for a common
cause of growth of the
Indian economy, and for
India to become a devel-
oped economy, you know
the long-term (objectives)
needs to be balanced
against the short-term (ob-
jectives),” Bery said. Two
Congress-ruled states,
Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh, have al-
ready decided to imple-
ment OPS while BJP-ruled
Himachal Pradesh has
promised to restore the
scheme if voted to power
in the state.

Jharkhand too has de-
cided to revert to OPS,
while Aam Aadmi Party-
ruled Punjab recently ap-
proved the reimplementa-
tion of OPS.

NITI Aayog VC expresses concern
over revival of old pension scheme

ACROSS

1. Faction

5. Relieve

9. Acts

14. ____ code

15. Blemish

16. Actress ____ DeGeneres

17. Male sheep

18. Large food fish

19. Greek philosopher

20. Began

22. Tardier

23. Antiseptic

25. Before, in verse

26. Redecorated

30. Camp bed

31. Upright

32. “War and ____”

34. Actor’s signal

37. Fabric fuzz

38. Final inning, usually

39. Cat’s sound

40. However

41. ____ of humor

42. Freight

43. Shoe front

44. Brawls

45. Forty winks

48. Legislated

51. Dodge

53. Objected

58. Framed (2 wds.)

59. Yearn

60. Gone

61. Warble

62. Sly glance

63. Bestow

64. Mink wrap

65. Blunders

66. Mellowed

DOWN

1. Eastern garment

2. Tehran’s land

3. ____ Moore of “Ghost”

4. Sunrise location

5. Landed property

6. Sharp

7. More sensible

8. Wipe out

9. Exhaust

10. ____ Fitzgerald of jazz

11. Thrill

12. Hinder

13. Night sound

21. Doesn’t exist

24. ____ Ness

26. Depend

27. Buffalo’s lake

28. Small depression

29. Nov. preceder

32. Hawaiian export

33. Naval officer (abbr.)

34. Heal

35. Impulse

36. Greek Cupid

38. Sign gas

39. Friend

41. Church spire

42. Hand over

44. Parking timers

45. Birds’ abodes

46. Ward off

47. Deck’s kin

49. Town’s announcer

50. Photocopier liquid

52. Monotonous

54. Epic

55. Tiny branch

56. Roof overhang

57. Colored
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I n &TV shows Doosri
Maa, Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai, characters will
be seen competing. About
&TV’s Doosri Maa track,
Yashoda shares, “A kid-
napper enters Yashoda's
(Neha Josi) home. Suresh
(Sunil Dutt) stops
Krishna (Aayudh
Bhanushali) because he
believes Krishna is at-
tempting to flee from the
house. Arvind tells every-
one that Krishna was at-
tempting to catch the
thief, but no one believes
him. Krishna gets upset
and recalls her late moth-
er Mala (Nidhi Uttam).
Ashok hears Krishna
from the outside room
and is extremely sad-
dened. Suresh goes to the
police station the next day
to file a report against
Krishna for attempting to
steal from the house,
frightening Krishna.
Ashok on the other hand
tries to convince the
Police inspector that
Krishna is innocent. Will
he be able to save Krishna
from the false accusa-
tion?” About &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
track, Daroga Happu

Singh shares, “A soap
salesman approaches
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
and informs her of a con-
test in which she can win
two tickets to Rishikesh
for a vacation. Rajesh is
excited, but she does not
have any money.
So, she borrows some
money from Katori
Amma (Himani Shivpuri)
to buy the soap and par-
ticipate in the contest.
Beni (Vishwanath
Chaterjee) invests in the
soap as well, hoping to

win the prize. However,
Rajesh gets lucky and
wins the prize, leaving
Beni enraged. Rajesh in-
structs Happu (Yogesh
Tripathi) to accompany
her to Rishikesh so that
they can spend quality
time together. Katori
Amma, on the other
hand, tells Happu that it
is her age to visit
Rishikesh and bathe in
the holy river Ganga.
Rajesh gets enraged upon
hearing this and informs
her that she has won the

prize, so she will travel to
Hrishikesh. Katori
Amma reminds her of
lending money to partici-
pate in the contest and
convinces her that she is
the true winner. Will
Rajesh be able to convince
Happu to accompany her
to Rishikesh?”.

Watch Doosri Maa at
8:00 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00
pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!

&TV characters will 
be seen competing & TV’s Gharelu

Comedy Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan is one of the
most loved comedy shows
on Indian television. The
show narrates the es-
capades of Daroga Happu
Singh (Yogesh Tripathi),
his Dabangg Dulhaniya
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak),
an obstinate mother,
Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri), and his nine
notorious children, based
out of Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. During their re-
cent visit to Varanasi to
attend Dev Deepawali cel-
ebrations, the immensely
popular Jodi from the
show Happu Singh
(Yogesh Tripathi) and
Rajesh (Kamna Pathak)
sought blessings from
Lord Shiva at the world-
famous Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir.

Kamna Pathak, aka
Rajesh Singh, shared, “I
am a huge Lord Shiva
bhakt. So when I landed
in Shiv Nagri, Varanasi,
visiting the famous Kashi
Vishwanath temple was
one of the top things on
my checklist.

The moment I saw it, I
was amazed by its beauty.
I had heard so many
things about this temple,
and experiencing it for
the first time was truly
memorable. On the day of

Dev Deepawali, we went
on a boat ride exploring
various ghats. And the
moment we crossed the
temple, I got so excited
that waiting for the next
day became very difficult.

It is already marvellous
architecture, but the deco-
rations during the festival
made me feel as if I were
in another world connect-
ed to the ghats. I was de-
lighted that we got this op-

portunity to visit the tem-
ple at the most auspicious
time. It truly felt like a
destined invitation from
Lord Shiva, and I felt so
connected to him the mo-
ment I entered to take his
blessings. It was a surreal
moment.

This visit ignites
strength, optimism, calm-
ness, and devotion in me.
It is believed that Kashi
Vishwanath, Lord Shiva,
is endowed with innumer-
able auspicious attrib-
utes, and people who wor-
ship him are granted
their desires.

It was the first time I
visited Kashi Vishwanath
and the city, and I could
never get enough of it.
People in the temple in-
stantly recognized us and
greeted us with temple
prasad.

I was so overwhelmed
by their love and affec-
tion. It is one experience I
will cherish and remem-
ber for a long time, and I
will keep coming back
here to explore more."

Catch Yogesh
Tripathi as Daroga
Happu Singh and
Kamna Pathak as
Rajesh Singh in &TV’s
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
airing every Monday to
Friday at 10:00 pm!

Memorable ‘Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir’ darshan

SS ony Entertainment
Television’s much-

loved show, Mere Sai
Shraddha Aur Saburi has
been focusing on the moral
principles that one must
uphold to have a holistic
existence as a human being
through Sai Baba’s ideolo-
gies and teachings. In the
upcoming track, the show
will unveil the 5 ripu (ene-
mies) that a person pos-
sesses and how Sai baba
helps in overcoming the
same through a story of a
15-year-old boy named
Subhash inspired by Sai-
Satcharitra. Acing numerous
roles across television and
films, especially in the his-
torical and mythological
genres, popular child artist
Krish Chauhan will be seen
essaying the role of

Subhash.
Talking about his character,
Krish shares, “Subhash is a
very special character for
me as he has multiple lay-
ers. He is like any other
teenager but has a lot of
ego in him when it comes to
wealth as feels that money
can buy anything. Subhash
is very full of himself and
always wants to win. He
loves his family, especially
his grandfather who is visu-
ally impaired and his main
aim is to fulfil his grandfa-
ther’s wish to see him. Will
Subhash be able to bring
back his grandfather’s
vision with his wealth or
will he learn a lesson from
it? Keep watching Mere Sai
to know what happens
next.” Elated to be a part of
the show, he shares, “My

whole family and I are Sai
Baba devotees, and this
show feels like a blessing
from him. I have done
numerous shows, but I
always wanted to be a part
of Mere Sai. Everyone in the
show is very warm and wel-
coming and I had this great
opportunity to share the
screen with Tushar ji who is
a phenomenal actor and
even a beautiful human
being. I am really happy to
be a part of such a wonder-
ful show and I am looking
forward to this new journey
with Mere Sai.”

WWaattcchh  KKrriisshh  CChhaauuhhaann  aass
SSuubbhhaasshh  iinn  MMeerree  SSaaii
SShhrraaddddhhaa  aauurr  SSaabbuurrii  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  77
ppmm  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy
EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  TTeelleevviissiioonn

Krish Chauhan to essay the role of
Subhash in ‘Mere Sai Shraddha aur Saburi’

A ctor Avinash
Tiwary, who plays

the role of gangster
Chandan Mahto in the
streaming series 'Khakee:
The Bihar Chapter',
shared that it's essential
for actors not to judge
their characters to bring
out their essence. To play
characters with negative
shade, it's important to
understand their motiva-
tion and the situations
that push them to the
edge, in Avinash's opin-
ion. Talking about how
he approached his part in
the show, the actor said:
"A lot of understanding
of Chandan's character
was tied to getting his
psyche right. We worked
extensively on his back-
story. When you play a
character like this, it is
important to keep aside
all moral compunctions
one might have as a per-
son towards the man and
approach it purely as an
actor. You have to put
yourself in his shoes, un-
derstand his motivation,
essentially find a way to
relate to him. It wasn't
easy and took a whole lot
of rewiring of the mind."

The series is based on
IPS officer Amit Lodha's
book 'Bihar Diaries', and
follows the tussle be-
tween two men on oppo-
site sides of the law - one
a dreaded gang lord
(played by Avinash) and
the other a fiercely up-
right Indian Police
Service officer Amit
Lodha (played by Karan

Tacker). It has been shot
in extremely trying cir-
cumstances in
Jharkhand and Bihar
across multiple Covid
waves

Talking about honing
the diction and the accent
for playing this character,
the actor further men-
tioned: "I hail from Bihar,
so getting the milieu, set-
ting, the diction and ac-
cent right wasn't hard for
me. In fact, elders in my
family had ample stories
about the men who
picked up the gun to kill
and more often than not,
their stories are rooted in
deep personal pain, social
injustice and wrongs
done to them. I had a
thoroughly enjoyable
time bringing on screen
this character who might
seem demonic but what
makes him that was a
thrill to bring out as an
actor!

'Khakee: The Bihar
Chapter', created and
written by Neeraj
Pandey of 'A
Wednesday' fame, is
currently available to
stream on OTT plat-
form Netflix.

Avinash Tiwary feels
actors should not

judge their characters
BB ollywood actress Kajol

has revealed that Ajay
Devgn, who has been play-
ing different characters on
screen, is in real life, a love-
ly husband who cooks deli-
cious food.
Kajol will be seen gracing
the special episode - '30
Years of Kajol' this weekend
along with actor Vishal
Jethwa on Zee TV's Sa Re
Ga Ma Pa. During the shoot,
the special guest Kajol
made the interesting revela-
tion about her husband Ajay
Devgn. When Bharti asked
Kajol about Ajay's cooking
skills and her favourite dish
that Ajay cooks, Kajol
revealed: "As unbelievable
as it may seem, Ajay loves
cooking. We often say that
some people have taste in
their hands, Ajay is one of
those cooks you know, who
prepares any dish and it
turns out to be delicious."
"Cooking is something Ajay
enjoys very much, and he
shuts the door of the
kitchen when he is cooking.
Even when he is cooking, he
doesn't share his recipes or
what he is preparing. He
often cooks amazing
Khichdi for me and that is
his specialty."

Kajol
reveals  Ajay Devgn is a

fabulous cook, has

quirks in the kitchen

BB ollywood actor Vivek
Anand Oberoi, who plays

a cop in the recently released
streaming show 'Dharavi
Bank', is very mindful of por-
traying the men in uniform in
their true spirit and believes
that it is important to render a
sense of dignity to the roles of
righteous cops. The actor
shared that it was important to
not play the part in a caricatur-
ish fashion. Talking about the
same, the actor told IANS: "It is
important to dignify men in
uniform. It's a noble profession
that commands respect from
the artistic community. As
writers, creators and even in
the audience, we need to make
the extra effort to get it right
on screen. I wanted to bring in
gravitas to the part. I
researched extensively and
spoke to my friends who are
cops about their experiences,
their challenges." Having been
around men in uniform and
been friends with them, the
actor was insistent that he
plays it as authentically as pos-
sible. "In the end every fiction
series is indeed a dramatic
retelling but it is upon the actor
to ensure it's as close to reality
as possible. 

Vivek Oberoi on his 

'Dharavi Bank' role: 

Dignity men in uniform

is important

A c t r e s s - d i r e c t o r
Revathy, who is

awaiting the release of her
upcoming directorial
'Salaam Venky', which
stars Kajol and Vishal
Jethwa, has shared how
Bollywood superstar
Aamir Khan came on-
board for the film.

The film is about a DMD
(Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy) patient (played by
Vishal), who strives to live
to the fullest and how his
mother (essayed by Kajol)
does everything in her ca-
pacity to make it better for
her son.

Recollecting how Aamir
got associated with the
film, Revathy told IANS:
"People often call Aamir a
perfectionist and there's a
reason behind that. He has
cultivated that image and
earned the title because of
his dedication and unique
perspective to stories. For
'Salaam Venky' too, when I
approached Aamir, he first
asked for his scene to get a
sense of what his charac-
ter brings to the story."

She further mentioned
that it was only after he
read the scene, he pro-
gressed towards the next
stage - the script and the
overarching narrative of
the film.

"Once he read his part
and sketched the charac-
ter through broad strokes,

he heard the entire narra-
tion and then added his in-
puts. He has his own style
of working and it was
pleasant to see his process.
Once on sets, he knocked it
out of the park with his
precise portrayal of the
character. Being an actress
myself, it was refreshing
to see such a process."

'Salaam Venky' lands
in theatres on December
9, 2022.

Revathy reveals how 
Aamir Khan came onboard

for ‘Salaam Venky’
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Doha, Nov 27:

Costa Rica were able
to put behind their hor-
rendous start to the
World Cup and secure a
smash-and-grab win
over Japan on Sunday.

The Asian giants
failed to recreate the
magic from their open-
er against Germany as
Keysher Fuller’s 81st
minute goal handed all
three points to Costa
Rica.

The match got off to
a good start with both
teams playing at a high
tempo and looking for
an early goal. Japan
and Costa Rica quickly
settled into the game
and weren’t looking to
give away any loose
balls in the midfield as
the pace also slowed
down.

Japan was on the
front foot for a short
time as they started
stitching together
moves close to the
Costa Rica box, but
Keylor Navas in goal
wasn’t tested.

We started to see a
few mistakes creep in
from both sides in mid-
field as they struggled
to keep hold of the ball
and were exchanging

possession with each
other. Costa Rica final-
ly put together a good
move in the 34th
minute as they at-
tacked the Japan box
and were able to feed a
pass into Joel
Campbell. However, the
striker’s shot was high
and wide. That was the
last meaningful action
in the half as the first
45 minutes came to an

end.
Japan ringed in the

changes before the sec-
ond half started as
Takuma Asano, the
hero against Germany,
and Junya Ito came on
to the field in place of
Ayasa Ueda and
Nagatomo.

There was an instant
change to the style of
play by Japan as they
registered two shots on

target quickly after the
restart and started the
better of the two sides.

In the 63rd minute,
Soma unleashed a shot
from a freekick just
outside the box but it
went above the cross-
bar as Japan kept the
pressure up.

The Asian giants
kept on peppering the
Costa Rican box and
Kamada almost got his
head onto a ball from
the right-hand side in
the 76th minute to give
Japan the lead.

These missed
chances would come to
haunt Japan as Fuller
gave Costa Rica the
lead in the 80th minute
as the Asian side lost
the ball just outside the
box.

Japan would then
turn up the heat and
had a perfect chance
for an equalizer as
Navas made two cru-
cial saves to preserve
the 1-0 lead.

Six minutes were
added on in the end,
but Japan failed to cre-
ate anything meaning-
ful during the time as
Costa Rica remained
resolute and got the
win to keep their World
Cup dream alive.

Lusail (Qatar), Nov 27 (AP):

Lionel Messi came up
with another crucial goal
for Argentina in a 2-0 win
over Mexico on Sunday
that ignited the team’s
World Cup chances.

Messi took a touch from
Angel Di Maria’s pass
across the face of the area
and drove a low shot from
25 meters (yards) into the
bottom corner in the 64th
minute.

He ran towards
Argentina’s fans with his
arms outstretched before
getting mobbed by his ju-
bilant teammates. He
looked emotional as he
grabbed and shook his jer-
sey, then blew a kiss to the
crowd before whirling his
arms.

Substitute Enzo
Fernandez added a second
goal in the 87th minute.

Argentina bounced
back from a shocking 2-1
loss to Saudi Arabia in its
opening match. The team
is in second place in
Group C ahead of its last
match against Poland on
Wednesday and might
need to win it to advance.

The 35-year-old Messi is
likely playing in his last
World Cup, which is the
only major title missing
from his collection.

It was an eighth World
Cup goal for Messi the

same number scored in
the tournament by rival
Cristiano Ronaldo and
also Diego Maradona, the
Argentina great with
whom he is so often com-
pared. For some, Messi
needs to win the World
Cup to join the ranks of
Pele and Maradona as soc-
cer’s greatest ever players.

Thanks to this win, it
could still happen.

Until his goal, Messi
was enduring a frustrat-
ing match, finding him-
self with two defenders on
him each time he received
the ball. Argentina coach
Lionel Scaloni made five
changes from the Saudi
Arabia game in a bid to in-

ject some more energy
into the team but they ini-
tially made little differ-
ence.

The momentum of the
game changed completely
after Messi’s goal, his 93rd
in internationals and his
second of the tournament
after a penalty against
Saudi Arabia.

Keysher Fuller helps Costa
Rica secure win over Japan

Messi leads Argentina to 2-0
win over Mexico at World Cup

Costa Rica’s Keysher Fuller celebrates after scoring his
side’s opening goal during the World Cup, group E soc-
cer match between Japan and Costa Rica, at the
Ahmad Bin Ali Stadium in Al Rayyan , Qatar, Sunday.

Argentina’s forward #10 Lionel Messi (R) fights for the ball with Mexico’s defender
#23 Jesus Gallardo (C) during the Qatar 2022 World Cup Group C football match
between Argentina and Mexico at the Lusail Stadium in Lusail, north of Doha.

Doha, Nov 26 (AP):

Kylian Mbappe scored
two goals and put defend-
ing champion France into
the knockout stage of the
World Cup with a 2-1 win
over Denmark on
Saturday.

Mbappe gave his team
the lead in the 61st minute
and then scored the win-
ner in the 86th with his
right thigh as Les Bleus
became the first team to
advance to the round of
16.

The France forward
swapped passes with Theo
Hernandez down the left
flank and poked the ball
past Denmark goalkeeper
Kasper Schmeichel for the
first goal. He then jumped
acrobatically to guide in
the second after a cross
from Antoine Griezmann.

Denmark defender
Andreas Christensen
equalised for his team
with a header in the 68th.

Mbappe scored four
goals when France won
the World Cup four years
ago, including one in the
final. He now has 31 goals

for France, moving him
one ahead of Just
Fontaine the all-time lead-
ing scorer at a single
World Cup with 13 goals at
the 1958 tournament.

France beat
Australia 4-1 in its
opening game while

the Danes drew 0-0
with Tunisia. The

Aussies beat Tunisia 1-0
earlier Saturday.

With Ballon d’Or win-
ner Karim Benzema miss-
ing from the tournament
with a leg injury, Mbappe
has taken charge. He has
14 goals in his past 12
games for France, includ-
ing three so far in Qatar.

The Danes beat France
twice this year in the
Nations League but
looked tame in attack at
Stadium 974 on the rare
occasions they even got
near France’s penalty
area. Central defender
Raphael Varane returned
to France’s defense for his
first game since sustain-
ing a hamstring injury

playing for
Manchester United

on Oct. 11.

Mbappe scores 2, France
reaches knockout stage

AAddeellaaiiddee,,  NNoovv  2277  ((PPTTII)):: Blake
Govers slammed a hat-trick as
Australia routed India 7-4 in the
high-scoring second hockey Test
here on Sunday. Indian skipper
Harmanpreet Singh led by exam-
ple to give them the early advan-
tage when he converted a penalty
in the third minute. But their joy
was short-lived as the
Kookaburras bounced back with

Govers and Jack Welch leading
the goal spree. Having scored the
winning goals in their close 5-4
victory in the first Test here on
Saturday, Govers was once again
in the thick of action. He scored
his goals in the 12th, 27th and
53rd minute respectively, while
Welch struck a brace in the 17th
and 24th minute. Jake Whetton
(48th) and Jacob Anderson (49th)

were the other goal scorers for
the Kookaburras as they extended
their winning streak over India to
12 matches. Hardik Singh (25th)
and Mohammed Raheel (penalty
36th) struck the other two goals
for India, while Harmanpreet
completed his brace in the final
minute (60th) of the match. The
third match of the series will be
played on Wednesday.

Govers slams hat-trick as
Australia rout India 7-4

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

The legendary PT Usha
is set to become the first
woman president of
Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) as she
emerged as the lone candi-
date for the top post for the
December 10 elections.

The 58-year-old Usha, a
multiple Asian Games
gold medallists and a
fourth-place finisher in
the 1984 Olympics 400m
hurdles final, filed her
nomination papers for the
top job on Sunday, along
with 14 others from her
team for the various posts.

The deadline to file
nomination papers for the
IOA elections ended on
Sunday. IOA elections re-
turning officer Umesh
Sinha did not receive any
nominations on Friday
and Saturday but 24 candi-
dates filed nominations
for various posts on
Sunday.

There will be contests
for one post of vice presi-
dent (female), joint secre-
tary (female). There were
12 candidates in the fray
for four executive council

members.
The IOA polls will be

held to elect one president,
one senior vice-president,
two vice-presidents (one
male and one female), one
treasurer, two joint secre-
taries (one male and one
female), six other
Executive Council mem-
bers, out of which two
(one male and one female)
shall be from the elected
SOMs.

Two members of the
Executive Council (one
male and one female) will
be the Athletes’
Commission representa-
tives.

PT Usha set to get elected
as IOA chief unopposed

Hamilton, Nov 27 (PTI):

The elegant Shubman
Gill and the marauding
Suryakumar Yadav
briefly entertained a size-
able Sunday crowd before
inclement weather yet
again played spoilsport
and forced abandonment
of the second ODI be-
tween India and New
Zealand, here Sunday.
India were 89 for 1 in 12.5
overs when a second stop-
page sealed the fate of the
game as there was no pos-
sibility of having a mini-
mum 20-over per side
match within the stipulat-
ed cut-off time.

The match was reduced
to 29-overs-a-side as the
first interruption caused a
four-hour break. India
were 22 for no loss in the
fifth over at that time.

After resumption, the
visitors lost skipper
Shikhar Dhawan (3 off 10
balls) trying to up the
ante. Gill (45 not out, 42
balls) and Suryakumar (34
not out, 25 balls) added 66

effortless runs under
eight overs before heavens
opened up once again.

Gill had four bound-
aries and a pulled six off
Matt Henry while
Suryakumar hit three dif-
ferent sixes — slog sweep
over mid-wicket, reverse
sweep behind square and
a pull-shot to carry his
T20I form into the longer
format.

The short six-game

white ball series against
New Zealand has been one
of the most rain-inter-
rupted series of recent
times.

The first T20 in
Wellington was also aban-
doned without a ball being
bowled. Even the third
T20I match in Napier was
a rain-marred. The final
match of the series will be
held in Christchurch on
November 30.

Rain plays spoilsport again,
Hamilton ODI abandoned

Grounds staff put the covers on as rain falls during the
second one-day international cricket match between
New Zealand and India at Seddon Park in Hamilton on
November 27.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  NNoovv  2277  ((PPTTII))::

The Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad has
entered the Guinness Book of
World Records for the maxi-
mum spectator attendance
during the 2022 IPL final,
BCCI secretary Jay Shah said
on Sunday.

Earlier known as Gujarat
Cricket Association (GCA)
Stadium, Motera the stadium
has a capacity of 110,000
which is nearly 10,000 more

than Melbourne Cricket
Ground with an official
capacity of 100,024.
“Extremely delighted &
proud to receive the
Guinness World Record for
the largest attendance at a
T20 match when 101,566
people witnessed the epic

IPL final at @GCAMotera’s
magnificent Narendra Modi
Stadium on 29 May 2022. A
big thanks to our fans for
making this possible,” Shah
tweeted.

Narendra Modi Stadium 
gets Guinness record for highest

T20 attendance: BCCI

BCCI Secretary Jay Shah being presented the certificate
after the Narendra Modi Stadium entered into the
Guinness Book of World Records for maximum spectator
attendance at a T20 match during the 2022 IPL final. 

IIssllaammaabbaadd:: England’s cricket
team arrived in Islamabad
early Sunday to play its first
test series in Pakistan since
2005. Led by Ben Stokes,
England will kick off the tour in
Rawalpindi — an adjacent city
to Islamabad — which hosts
the first test from next
Thursday. The second test will
be played at Multan from Dec.
9-13 before England round off
the tour with the final test at
Karachi from Dec. 17-21.
England had played a seven-
match T20 series in Pakistan
prior to the T20 World Cup in
Australia where it went on to
beat Pakistan in the final.
England was due to tour
Pakistan last year before the
T20 World Cup in the United
Arab Emirates but abandoned
the tour due to security con-
cerns after New Zealand had
aborted its tour to Pakistan just
minutes before the toss in the
first ODI at Rawalpindi. There
were some concerns over
England’s test tour to Pakistan
after former Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan was
wounded in Wazirabad, a dis-
trict in eastern Punjab
province, during his protest
against the sitting government.

England arrives for
1st test series in

Pakistan since 2005

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI):

Reigning Asian champi-
on Ravina displayed splen-
did tenacity to punch her
way to gold in the 63kg cat-
egory final as India ended
the Youth Men’s and
Women’s World Boxing
Championships with 11
medals in La Nucia,
Spain.

Ravina was up against
Megan deCler of
Netherlands in her final
bout. In spite of not get-
ting off to the best of
starts, the Indian pugilist
utilised her technical abil-
ity and quick movement
to mount an impressive
comeback against her
Dutch opponent.

The fiercely contested
bout finished in favour of
the 2022 Asian Youth gold
medallist Indian who won
4-3 by split decision after
the bout was reviewed

In the other final, Kirti
(81+ kg) lost 0-5 to 2022
European youth champi-
on Cliona Elizabeth
D’Arcy of Ireland to settle
for a silver.

India was a dominant
force at the event as the 25-
member team bagged 11
medals — four gold, three
silver and four bronze.

Overall, 17 Indians had
qualified for the quarterfi-
nals of the tournament
which was more than any
other country in this edi-
tion.

Ravina strikes gold on final day,
India ends campaign with 11 medals

‘State’s responsibility to
check anti-national forces’

Vadodara, Nov 27 (PTI): 

BJP president JP Nadda
on Sunday said like "anti-
bodies keep a check on bad
cells", it is the govern-
ment's responsibility to
maintain vigil on anti-na-
tional forces, as he batted
for an anti-radicalisation
cell announced by his
party in its Gujarat assem-
bly polls manifesto.

Releasing the BJP mani-
festo for the polls, Nadda
on Saturday had an-
nounced setting up the cell
to identify and eliminate
potential threats and sleep-
er cells of terrorist organi-
sations and anti-India
forces. In an interview
with PTI, he said it is the
State's responsibility to
keep a check on forces
working against the coun-

try and socie-
ty. "Like anti-
bodies in the
human body,
keep a check
on bad cells.
It is the
State's re-
sponsibility
to keep a
check on anti-
national cells
in the coun-
try. Then
there are
some cells
that work un-
derground so
this anti-radi-
calisation cell is required
to keep a check on such
cells," said the chief of the
BJP, which has been in
power in Gujarat for near-
ly 25 years. On the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC),

which the
BJP has
promised in
several as-
sembly polls,
including for
the recently
h e l d
H i m a c h a l
Pradesh elec-
tions and now
for Gujarat,
Nadda said it
is a "national
issue" for the
party and it is
committed to
it. "The coun-
try's re-

sources and its responsibil-
ities are equal for all.
Therefore, the UCC is a
welcome step. We would
like to implement the UCC
in as many states as possi-
ble," he said. Asked about

the BJP not fielding a
Muslim candidate in
Gujarat, Nadda said his
party believes in 'Sabka
Sath, Sabka Vikas' (with all
and development for all).

"Late Dr. (APJ) Abdul
Kalam became the
President (of India) with
the BJP's support, then the
(Narendra) Modi govern-
ment at the Centre ap-
pointed Muslim governors
as well. So, we follow the
principle of 'Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas', and tickets
for elections are given
purely based on winnabili-
ty," he said. On the BJP an-
nouncing several "free-
bies" in its manifesto for
the Gujarat polls like its ri-
vals did, Nadda said one
should "distinguish be-
tween empowerment and
allurement".
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BJP National President J.P.
Nadda speaks during release

of the party manifesto for
Gujarat Assembly elections.
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‘Launch of ‘Vikram-S’ heralded 
new era for private space sector’

New Delhi, Nov 27 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said the launch of 'Vikram
S' rocket heralded a "new
era" for the private space
sector in India as he hailed
the sector's contribution
in the sphere of space
technology. In his monthly
radio address, Mann Ki
Baat, Modi said that on
November 18, the whole
country witnessed "new
history" being made in the
space sector.

"On this day, India sent
its first such rocket into
space, which was designed
and prepared by the pri-
vate sector of India. The
name of this rocket is
'Vikram-S'. As soon as this
first rocket of the indige-
nous Space Start-up made

a historic flight from
Sriharikota, the heart of
every Indian swelled with
pride," he noted. India on
November 18 successfully
launched the first private-
ly made rocket, developed
by a four year-old startup,
marking the entry of the
private sector into the
country's space ecosystem

which is currently domi-
nated by the state-run be-
hemoth ISRO. The rocket,
Vikram-S named in a befit-
ting tribute to the father of
the country's space pro-
gramme Vikram
Sarabhai, tasted success in
its maiden mission.

Elaborating on the spe-
cial features of 'Vikram-S'
Rocket, Modi said that it is
lighter than other rockets,
and also cheaper. Its devel-
opment cost is much less
than the cost incurred by
other countries involved
in space missions, he said.

Modi said that in space
technology, world class
standard at a low cost, has
now become the hallmark
of India, highlighting how
some crucial parts of this
rocket have been made
through 3D printing.

Dimple Yadav warns of ‘crackdown’ on party leaders 

Mainpuri (UP), Nov 27 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party leader
Dimple Yadav on Sunday
claimed that the BJP-led
administration will crack
down on local party lead-
ers ahead of the Mainpuri
by-election and asked them
to "not sleep at their
homes" the night before
polling.

She said the Uttar
Pradesh's Mainpuri con-
stituency has been the area
of SP founder Mulayam
Singh Yadav's who had
worked for its development
and asserted that the party
is going to the people with
this reality in the upcom-
ing bypoll here.

Dimple, the wife of SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav, has
been fielded from the seat,

which has been represent-
ed by party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav.
Polling in Mainpuri will be
held on December 5, while
counting of votes will take
place on December 8.

"I would like to tell my
young friends and SP lead-
ers that the administration
will act tough on you on
December 4. Do not sleep
in your homes on
December 4, so that on
December 5, nobody can
even touch you.

"You go and cast your
votes, and on December 6,
the administration will dis-
appear from here," she said
at an election meeting at
Ahirava village under
Bhogaon assembly seg-
ment.

She also urged women
to vote for the party, saying
"the administration can-
not use force on you. You
are the women power and

you can fight. You should
go and cast your vote."

"An elderly person told
me that it is the adminis-
tration which is contest-
ing the bypoll. I told her
on one hand, there is the
administration which is
contesting the elections,
on the other, the people of

Mainpuri are contesting
the bypoll for 'netaji.

"This is not my elec-
tion. This is the your
(people) election and that
of our respected 'netaji'. I
am sure that Mainpuri
will honour and pay trib-
utes (to 'netaji')," she said.

An SP delegation also

met Uttar Pradesh Chief
Electoral officer (CEO)
and demanded removal of
Mainpuri District
Magistrate and Senior
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) from election
work, alleging that they
were misusing their ad-
ministrative power.

The SP leaders alleged
that DM Avinash Kumar
Rai and SSP Jai Prakash
Singh are putting pres-
sure on village heads,
block heads, district
panchyat members and
others to vote for the BJP
in the Mainpuri bypoll.

"It is a reality that this
area (Mainpuri) has been
the area of 'netaji'. You
cannot cover this reality.
This is the fact, and reali-
ty, and we are going to the
public with this (reality),"
she told PTI on the side-
lines of her election
meeting.

Apeejay Bengali lit fest to
be held in multiple cities 

Kolkata, Nov 27 (PTI):
The Apeejay Bengali liter-
ary festival will be held in
multiple cities across the
country beginning next
year. The announcement
was made during the clos-
ing of the eighth edition of
the Apeejay Bangla
Sahitya Utsob (ABSU)
here on Sunday, a release
said. "ABSU has been
making history in many
ways since its inception. It
gives me great pleasure to
announce that from its
ninth iteration, ABSU will
be held in Kolkata and be-
yond.

"We've received requests
from Bengali associations
in metro cities and some
tier-2 cities to bring the fes-

tival to different locations.
In response to this popular
demand, ABSU will travel
to multiple cities across
India beginning next
year," the release quoted
Swagat Sengupta, ABSU
director and CEO of
Oxford Bookstores, as say-
ing.

ABSU, will, however,
continue to have its winter
edition in Kolkata,
Sengupta said. The three-
day event that commenced
on November 25 was held
at the century-old Oxford
Bookstore on Park Street.

A host of sessions on
topics covering poetry, il-
lustration, book publish-
ing and editing, journal-
ism and cinema in Bengali
literature were organised
this year, the release
added.

Man’s resolve to recharge
groundwater pays off

Dehradun, Nov 27 (PTI): 

In May, Dwarika Prasad
Semwal started going door
to door in Chamkot village
in Uttarakhand, convinc-
ing people to dig pits near
their homes to store rain-
water. Seven months on,
his perseverance has paid
off. A total of 3,500 water
bodies have come up over
an area of 3 sqm in the vil-
lage as a result of
Semwal's persistent ef-
forts.

However, involving peo-
ple in the campaign called
'Kal Ke Liye Jal' (Water for
tomorrow) was not easy.
"They seemed attentive as
I urged them to make a

small but significant con-
tribution to save water,
recharge the receding
water table underground
and offer birds and ani-
mals a means to quench
thirst by digging ponds.

"But the response ini-
tially was rather luke-
warm. It got me thinking
what I could do to lure
them to the campaign in
larger numbers," said
Semwal, who also heads
the Himalayan
Paryavaran Jadibooti
Agro Sansthan.

Soon an idea dawned
upon him. Semwal began
asking people to dig water
bodies in memory of a
near and dear one or to
mark an important occa-
sion in the family like a
marriage anniversary or a
birthday.

FSSAI approves Yak as a ‘food animal’: Official
Itanagar, Nov 27 (PTI): 

The Food Safety and
Standard Authority of
India (FSSAI) has approved
the Himalayan Yak as a
'food animal'. The move is
expected to help check de-
cline in the population of
the high-altitude bovine an-
imal by making it a part of
the conventional milk and
meat industry, an official at
the National Research
Centre (NRC) on Yak at
Dirang in West Kameng
district of Arunachal
Pradesh said.

Food Animals are those
that are raised and used for
food production or con-
sumption by humans. The
NRC-Yak had in 2021 sub-
mitted a proposal to the
FSSAI, for considering the
yak as a food animal.
However, The FSSAI re-
sponded with an official ap-
proval recently after a rec-

ommendation from the de-
partment of Animal
Husbandry and Dairying,
NRC-Yak Director Dr Mihir
Sarkar informed.

The animal play multi-di-
mensional socio-cultural-
economic role for the pas-
toral nomads who rear
yaks mainly for earning
their nutritional and liveli-
hood security due to virtu-
al inexistence of other agri-
cultural activity in the high
reaches of Himalayan re-
gion. Traditionally, yaks
are reared under transhu-
mance system which is
primitive, unorganized and
full of hardship.

"FSSAI's recognition of
Yak as food producing ani-
mal will help farmers bene-
fit economically for rearing
the animal and it will open
up several vistas of eco-
nomic benefits for both
farmers and food proces-
sors," Dr Sarkar said.

He said the Centre has
developed a semi-intensive
model of yak rearing in
which yaks are maintained
in open area as well as in
paddock round the year. It
is widely believed that dec-
laration of yak as a food
animal by FSSAI will pave
the way for its commercial
rearing and consumption
by adopting the yak rear-
ing model developed by
NRC-Yak.

Dr Sarkar said that the
Yak population in the coun-
try is decreasing at an
alarming rate over the
years. As per the latest cen-
sus carried out in 2019,
India has 58,000 yaks which
is around 25 per cent drop
from last livestock census
carried out in 2012. "This
drastic decline in yak popu-
lation in India has become
a cause of concern to the
local users, government of-
ficials and those who pro-

mote conservation for ani-
mal genetic diversity," Dr
Sarkar said.

Yak milk is highly nutri-
tious, rich in fat, contain es-
sential minerals and have
medicinal value. Yak farm-
ers produce various tradi-
tional meat products. These
products are confined to
local community level, pro-
duced and sold locally, the
director said, adding that
Yak meat is known to be
very lean and it is better
than beef.

"The decline in yak pop-
ulation could be attributed
to less remuneration from
yak and so the younger
generations are reluctant
to continue with nomadic
yak rearing. It is mainly
because yak milk and meat
are not a part of the con-
ventional dairy and meat
industry; their sale is lim-
ited to local consumers,"
he said.

VINTAGE CAR FIESTA

Participants during Vintage Car Fiesta at New Town, in Kolkata, Sunday.

p From next yearp 3,500 water bodies
dug in 7 months

Narendra Modi
Samajwadi Party candidate Dimple Yadav interacts with locals
while campaigning for the upcoming Mainpuri by-election, in
Mainpuri, Sunday.

p Ahead of Mainpuri
bypoll

Rayagada (Odisha), Nov 27 (PTI): 

Vivid orange marigolds,
dense purple aubergines
and luminous green cab-
bages... not just farm pro-
duce but the colours of
freedom for the women of
Rayagada who defied a so-
ciety unwilling to accept
their status as single
women to collectively find
independence.

Out to regain control
over their lives and break
free of societal shackles,
more than 30 widows, di-
vorced or unmarried
women formed the Ekal
Naari Sangathan (single
women collective) in 2019.
It was the starting point for
a profitable business ven-
ture that over time includ-
ed more women, and the
turning point in their lives.

As they move through
their fields tending to their
crops, the song is back in
their lives. Quite literally.
Women working as helpers
in farms alongside men is a
common sight across India.
But look carefully, hear
closely and the difference is
clear.

The women of the tribal
Dengasargi village in
Rayagada, who break into
song in Kui language, are
the main decision makers
who farm, market and sell
their produce to earn their
livelihood.

The Sangathan began
with three acres to grow
marigold as well as vegeta-
bles such as bitter gourd,
aubergine and cabbage. In
the three years since, the
land being cultivated has
grown to 40 acres. The

women's families own land
between 0.5 acre to 2 acres
on which they grow flowers
and vegetables. The collec-
tive sells it in the market.
The amount earned goes di-
rectly in their bank ac-
counts every week.

"We had a turnover of Rs
47 lakh last year and this
season we have made Rs 76
lakh. Of this, each woman
farmer gets between Rs
80,000-1.5 lakh profit de-
pending upon the size of
land they are carrying out
the cultivation on," said
Morepingidhi.

She is a board member of
Annapoorna, the collective
formed with the help of the
government and NGOs, to
sell their produce. There
are 98 women in the compa-
ny right now.

The marigold cultivated

here is transported to dif-
ferent temples in Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh and
also used in family func-
tions. "The company is now
planning to extend its oper-
ations to other southern
states,"Morepingidhi said.

For these women, most
from the Kondha tribe, who
didn't or couldn't get mar-
ried, got divorced or were
widowed, the financial in-
dependence has translated
to not just autonomy but
also respect and equal sta-
tus in their families and in
society.

"We were abused, called
names for stepping out of
our homes to farm. But
when the money started
coming in, our status not
just in society but also in
our own family changed,"
Morepingidhi told PTI.

ART WITH A DIFFERENCE

An artisan gives finishing touches to a ‘Chhou’ mask, to be sold during West Bengal’s handicraft fair ‘Hasta
Shilpa Mela 2022’, in Kolkata, Sunday.

Single women farmers form 
collective, become entrepreneurs
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